
XI 

A CHAPTER OF INDIAN TESTIMONY 

EUROPEANS, and especially missionaries, are 
often accused of making erroneous and exag­
gerated statements about India and India's peo­
ple, particular y about the condition of women. 
We do not resent the charge. Perhap some do, 
for as the It~d£an W#ness says, "Missi naries 
may sometimes err 'n describing particular cases 
as typical of the N"hole, and, being human, may 
even exaggerate. But it is h rdly possible to 
portray the sad con ition of Indian women, gen­
erally, in too sombre colors. Indians themsel es 
are our most reliable authority as to the woes 
they suffer, and the disadvantages under which 
th y labor. " For this reason we have taken 
special pains, with few exception, to quote In­
dian authorities in these pages. 

We believe some of our Indian friends deny 
statements out of ignorance of facts. They have 
been happily circumstanced themselves, and have 
not come into close personal contact ith much 
of the suffering of which we write, and hence 
are unwilling to believe it exists. Ramabai h· s 
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told u~ that up to the time she was sixteen or 
seventeen years of 41ge, although she had visited 
almost every sacred shrine in India, in compa.ny 
with her parents, and afterward with her brother, 
she was so shielded that she knew nothil1g of the 
evils that existed in these places till long aft<:r­
ward. 

iss Thoburn says: "The late Mrs. Anandibai 
Josh ', who studied medicine in America, was un- \ 
willing to admit that child marriage was an evil. 
Her own marriage at nine had been to a relative, 
her teacher and be t friend; and with this ex- \ 
perience, and tlle traditions of ber people, . she 
had been unconscious of the suffering of others. 
She would have changed her mind, had she lived 
to practice her profession i~ India." 

Then 'people may live Sl} exclusive- a life in 
their own caste, as to be ignorant of the customs ' 
and practices of- other caste. We believe that 
this to some degree, accounts for the different 
statements made to travellers. The traveller ar­
gues thus: "Now here is a sensible Hindu. If 
he does not know about his own people, who 
should know?" In Ol,.lr investigations about the 
muralf's, we asked questions of many Hindu 
friends, only to find some knew nothing about 
it, and though other knew there was such a 
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custom, yet they had never paid attention to it 
and could give no information. 

On Hie other hand. thete is sometimes an un­
willingness on the pArt of some to admit the real 
facts. Mr. Malabari in peaking about India re­
formjng herself says: .. And what is the present 
phase of Indian patrioti m in this connection? 
Whenever a defect is pointed out, the first im-

f pulse of our average patriot is to justify and con­
ceal. How can he be a witness to a cause, when 
he Is anxious to hide the truth of it from the 
world' gaze? The only way to reach perfection 
is 'by getting rid of imperfec.tions at any cost." 

In vi w of what is often aid against European 
writers and speakers, it has seemed best to have 

, a chapter of Indian testimony concerning these 
wrongs, and thus set forth the opinions our 
friends themselves hold concerning the evils in 
question. 

Take fir t the matter of custom: Dr. R, G. 
Bhandarkar, C. 1. E,. Vice Chancellor of the 
Bomba University, in an address delivered in 
1894, said" Custom is a god whom our race de­
voutly worships, and religious sanction as ac­
corded to these practices by the in ertion of later 
texts In the later books. . . . The questio~ 
now is, whether with our minds liberalized by 

168 



The Wrongs of Indian Womanhood 

EngU h education and contact with European 

civilization, we shall continue to worship custotn 
and be its slaves, and allow our moral sentiments 
to remain dead, and our unjust and cruel prac ... 
tices to flourish. If an education does not lead 
us to protest against them, that educ;ttion must 
be considered t e merely superficial. • ~ . 
Custom has been and is an authority'; custom is 
our religion." 

The India1:l SodaJ Reformer declared, about 
the same time, that" It is futile to suppose that 
India can herserf heal her ills, if only more light 
is given her. ' The historyo( Soc'al Reform for 

the last twenty-five yeart attests to ·this. Re­
formers have published the injunctions of the ' 
shastras on the subject of the disfigurement of 

the wi,dow. They have shown that the custom 
has not the sanction of the sltastras. But all the 
same, the Hindu community is heedless of their 

words. Is it not foolish to expect that a com­
munity like 0 rs can be reasoned into wisdom 

and common sense? The community has lost 
the motive power to initiate, or welcome any 
wholesome reform." 

Mr. B. N. Das, an Iud an lawyer of high re­
pute, writing to the Luck1tOW Advocate says: 
"We are living in a stormy epoch. We want a 
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stormy patriotism, a patriot! m independent and 
unc-ompr9mis!ng, reckle :s of consequences, and 
ready to dd battle with crvery social ill. The cup 
of pollticq.\ evils is full, the burden of social in­
i~uities has become so intolerable, and the tyranny 
of ~ustom stan,ds out so red and foul, that a mil·· 
itant upl;sing of the better spirit in men against 
them has become one of the essential conditions 
of national salvation." 

The edit r of the Bcngatee, commenting on a 
letter of Max Muller's, says: 

.. Prof. Max Muller writes a 1 tter to the Times, 
in hich he eloquently pleads for the child-wid­
ows of India. Theirs indeed is a pitiable lot, and 
shot-ltd move the hearts of all good men nd true. 
He very properly points ~ut, that it is a part of 
tbe existing Hindu law, that child-widows should 
be consigned to this life of misery; and that the 
law should be changed, The manners of men 
<-'-hanged with the times, and laws should change 
with manners and modes of thought. This is so 

obvious and elementary a principle. that we won­
der our countrymen do not see it, or seeing it, do 
not act upon it. Laws which are llntiquated and 
behind the manners of the age must impede the 
march of $ociety. Laws should not be modified. 
or changed too soon; but it is a f· tal mistake to 
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refu e to hange them, when the necessity for 
such change has become apparent. We have 
~been committing this mis ake for centuries to­
gether. W · have allowed ourselves to be guided 

by ironclad rules, some of which are wholly un-

. suited to the Clrcumstanc s of the times; and to 
o r pres~nt environments, and we ha :e become 
slave of customs which have tyrannized over us 
with a rigor surpa sing the r~gor of the most 
despotic Governments in the world. The worst 
form of slavery is that in which the slave hugs 
his chains and does not realize his true condition. 

We are afraid we have become the bondsmen of 
our own creation, victims in many cases of in­
stitutions, which the great legislators of th past, 

the ilIustriou founders of the Hindu system, 
would, if they were now living, declare to be 
wholly unsuited to the circumstances of the pres­
ent day. The institution of enforced widow­
hood, and the prohibition to sea voyage are cases 
in point." 

At a meeting of the Madras Social Reform A -
sodation in 1894, one of the speakers, Mr. B. 
Varada Charlu, said, "Custom in Hindu Soclety 
is the autocrat of aU autocrats, and will tolerate 
not the least sign of a spirit of inquiry. Surely 
a re iglon which has been allowed to so far de-
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generate as to give every prominence to mere 
exter!la1itjes without any refet'en,c~ to the inner 

. life of its 'yotaries. must either mend or end very 
SOOI1. I is poor consolation. to be told' that our 
present social customs had a religiClu significance 
in 1he past, and 'hould, for that reason, if for no 
other, be preserved intact for future generations 
o unravel the for otten mysteries and infuse 

fresh life into them. By all means, if one is so 
inclined, let him preserve 0 d customs where they 
are of an ino uous or indifferent character, but 
certainly let him not, at thi fag end of the nine­
teenth century, deny the right of he individual, 
even th ugh he be a Hindu, to act according to 
the dictates of his conscience and of his reason i 
especially whe tho e ustom, are unsuited to 
prent (:ircurn i.attees and pernicious i.n their ef-
1ec~ on society." 

We present, also, a few testimonies on th~ 
matter of Enforced J,vt'downood. 

A recent cQrrespondent of the In dt'an Sodale-
or"~, rites on the su ject 0 enforced wid­

Q,whood. as f lIows: "In t e da s of my early 
chjldhoo~V' writ a friend from the mofussit 
~i ill those day when the mind c;an hardly penc­
"ate 'through the thick folds of m . te which 

shroud li~lf the things 'Of the wor Ii. my simple 
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mind was drawn to the subject of the Hindu 
widow. Her melancholy attir • her djsfigur~d 
head, her careworn appearance. the rude ay 
in which she is handled by ur s cietYJ aU these 
created in me the impressjon that the widow 
somel ow belonged not to the rank' of the two 
recognized sexes. that possibly she might be a 
being of a third sex, or else a member of a 
totally different species of the aniln;l.l world! 
Nearly twenty-five years have elapsed inee that 
crude notion entered my brain, nnd yet not all 
the education and experience I have gained has 
totally erased that belief of mine, though they 

have considerab y modified it, as th y do so 
many of our childi h vagarie and crudities. 

Verily .th Hil'!.du widow belon s to a se arate 
se I a different order of living beings I Widow­
hood anywhere j tormenting enough; and in this 
glorious land of Arvavarth, c torn adds insult to" 
injur ." 

Another lnrnan writer testifies thus~ .. At the 
recent Akola Sessions, the jud e passed as ntence 
of transportatio for life on one, Tani,. for ha ing 
killed her infant child. . . • 1 was the Usual 
tale of a Hindu child-widow. . . • S s the 

judge: "The accu ed was ~ Brahman widow 
Whose husband died when she was still a child. 
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The crirne she committed was that of a desperate 
woman \>em on hiding her shame, and with the 
loss of caste $taring her in the face. Such crimes, 
although they must be severely pu nished, are to 
some extent venial, and I sh~ll move the Local 
Government to commute the sentence to one of 
six years' rigorou im prisonment." Man>, have 
bewa'led the fate of the Hindu widow and have 
noted case after case in hich the unfortunate 
creature are, for mere shame, compelled to com­
mit serious crimes, The Hindu widow has by 
mere perversity, blindfoldedncss of those most 
concerned, been long a suffering, though unwilling 
victim at the sa rifice of inexorable and inhuman 
customs, N0W and then comes to light a serious 
case iii e the present; but how many more may 
be occurring which are never brought to public 
noticed These occasional cases, however, hardl r 

excite public opinion, and the stolid, i different 
communities again relapse into their usual drowsi­
ness, Educated India,:l any rate, was expected 
to come to the rescue. ~nd give a new direction 
to the trend of public oplnioo i ut the hope has 
nover: been rcalited. The educated man of the 
present day is a person entire I without a back­
bone, not only in thts} but in all other dep ft­

ments of p\lblic actlvifes. Person spe ki g 
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from Congre's platforms, and loudly demanding 
rights and privileges from government, might 
certainly direct their attention with greater effect 
to matt r: social. To rectify social evils one's 
own moral courage is a necessary ingredient and 
no extraneous h Ip is n cessary s in polittcal 
matters i Lut pOlitics means ery little sacrifice 
to very many, while odal problems involve real 
self-sacrifice and per onal suffering by loss of 
caste and excommunicati n." 

Mr. K. Subba R 0, In a lecture on the remar­
riage of child-widows, made this statement: 

"The widow's presence i , on c rtain occa­
sions, regarded a inauspicious. There are even 
yet, in the year of grace, I ,educated and un­
educated men by hundreds and thousands who, 
while 'starting from their homes bent upon 
achieving some cherished end, pass a few st p 
and suddenly retrace their steps, as if stung by 
some venomou reptile, because fluy see a wia()'W 
coming in fro" t of them. Some of them even 
contend that, in their ever 'day experience, the 
ominou. presentment wnich the presence of the 

idow Sllg ested to them, was verified by sub­
sequent ~>cclirrence in the ourse of the day. 
While It IS not wi hin my province to off r ex­
planations for all the chapter of mexplicable c-
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ci~ents, what< I wish to impress upon your 
minds is the existence of this deep-seated preju- ' 
dice, the widely prevalent belief that the presence 
of a wjdow forebode evil or failure. This belief 
is transmitted from generation Ito generation, and 
1 am not sure that even the most polish d and 
cultured among us have been always free from 
it. This is a Hvingevidence of the centuries that 
have elapsed ince the degradation of women be­
gan in thisc-Ountry. Sometimes the most affec­
tionate of sons and brothers have had the 1S0r­

rowful duty of imploring their widowed mothers 
and sisters to be careful of their movements 011' 
festive occasions like marriage, when bad and' 
good omens play an itnportant part." 

The Poonak Sudharak, speaking of the famine 
says: It Nature would be herself again, and the 
unfortunate people who have suffered severe losses 
would soon be reconciled to their lot. There' 

. would still be a very considerable number of 
miserable beings who will not forget their mis­
fortunes because the societ:y to which they be ... 
long will not allow them to do so, The helpless 
Hr.'nd,u tTt£ld-widow • . whose lot t's darh misery, 
put!! and ~impje, unmixed 'Wltlz tltt stightest ray 

of hope or eS0tfPe, fvllJ contt'nr-tl! to mope and shed 
tears of bitter sorfl)'W. The number of these 
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poor victims to the bigotry of their community 
is always large, but this year it will be three or 
f our times a large at the small st. Let the 
Hindu community move, if it cun move at all, 
and do something for the amelioration of their 
own sisters and daughters. Let them show at 
lea l that they are alive to the fact that the poor 
sufferers are their own flesh and blood. . . . 
We wrote a series of articles in our Vernacular 
columns, on tbe desirability of approaching gov­
ernment with a view to amend the existing penal 
law. so as to make the disfigurement of Hindu' 
widows under the age of twenty-one. punisha .. 
bIe." 

We turn now to the nautch-girl, and on this 
point a couple of testimonies nu t uffice. Dr. 
Bhandarkar said, a few years ago, in a public ad­
dress: "I have always been of the opinion that 
he who patronizes dancing-girls does not uffi­
ciently hate the Immoral life which they profess­
edly lead, or value as highly as he ought to do, 
female purity, which i$ the soil on which the no­
ble qualities of women grow. The institutIon 
of Nautch cannot but have a debasing tfeet on 
the morality of men and women. 1 shall not, 
without strong proof betieve in a' man' being a 
faithful husband it he t kes delight in giving 
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Nautch patties :md attending them. To have a 
nautch at one's own house is to give an object 
lesson in immorality to the boys and girl in the 
family; and especially to the former. As long 
as the Nautch is fashionabI! among u , and is 
freely indulged in, it is impossible that the mo­
rality of our men should greatly improve, or that 
our respect for women should increase; and in a 
country in which women are trampled upon, 
there can be no great advantage in social and 
moral matters." 

The Indiau Social Reformer of June 9th, 1894, 
asks very pertinentl ': "What has a prostitute 
to do in a marriage ceremony? How does her 
presence add grace or sane ity to uch occasion? 
A virgin-widow, pure as snow and innocent as 
th dove, is an unwelcome guest to a marriage 
pandal. But a sham less prostitute who has 
sold her all, must tie the manta/a stlfra round 
the neck of the bride. What monstrous i con­
sistency I What degraded notions of immorarty! 
Has Annie Beslnt or Vivekan nd naught to say 
to this? We ay that the dancing-girl and the 
child-widow are the two great blots on our so­
cial ystem and our Hinduism." 

On the question of Child Marriage' Mr. U'l­

mohan Ghose s' ys: "I look upon the system of 
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child rna,triage as the gre test curs~ of our COIlO:­

try." And Mr. S. N. Tagore adds: .. {t i a 
canker that eats ioto t e vitals of ou~ national 
existence, and which, if not removed in time, 
may lead to the d,egeneracy and decay of the 

'hole r ce." 
- r T. Madhaw 0 says: "And also am of 

the opinion that such limit hould be ' ftx.ed. 
Even if it i fixed at ten, it will do considerable 

ood. It may be fixed at fourteen or fifteen for 
non-Brahmans. " 

Mr. S. M. Malabari writes as fo ows; "A 
Madras nativ paper reports a marrlage in which 
the bride is as old s from seven to eight years, 
and the brid groom only sixty years oldl Well 
may the r porter ask if such a marriage is no 
~orse ttl slavery for the chi] -wife. Madras 
fnend . toM me last year of 4 marria8e in which 
the bride was eighteen months, .and the b de­
groom ab ut twenty-two years. Are such mar­
riages heard or dreamed of in any other patt of 
the world? So much for our progress." 

urely these brief bUt dear and pOlnt d testimo 
nies from members of the-Hindu face. will show 
that we have not in any ' Q overstated th 
m etters •. with . hh;h we are dealing. but have 
ratnfJ' un~erstated.t e f cts than otherwise. 
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THE POSITION OF GOV~RNMENT 

A NATIVE once said " that the British rule w as 
good in every w ay. only that we cannot treat our 
wives as we used to." We wish to consider just 
how far is is true, and just what the govern­
ment has done for the amelioration of the con­
dition of women. 

Th old East India Company was incorporated 
by Queen Elizabeth, D emb r 31st. 1600. just as 

the sixtee th century passed away. Up to 1773. 
the government of Calcutta. Madr s and Bombay 
had been that of Independent Presiden ies. In 

1773 he Regulating Act was adopted. t e three 
p esidencies were united under one go ernment. 
a d a Governor-General was appointed for all 
India, wIth a Supreme Council and a Court of 
Judicature. Warren Hastings was the first Gov­

ernor -Gener:il. 
In 1781 another Act of Parliament was passed 

which au horized the Governor-General and th 
Council of Bengal to rna e regulations which 
S ould ha e the force of law. The poll yof h 
Ea.s India Company was to lea e the people un· 
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disturbed in the exercise of their religious, do­
mestic and oda! customs. Hindus were judged 
by Hindu law framed from their sacred books, 
and Mohammedans by Mohammedan law derived 
from the Koran. But in all other matters, s ch 
as con racts, ivil wron ·s, crimes or " wherever 
any question arose which affected the followers 
of all religions alike, it was necessary to have a 
common code to which there could be an equal 
appeal from all parties." In 1781 government 
began to give attention to this, and in I 34 Lord 
Macaulay was sent out to India, in the days of 
Lord Bentinck, as a legal member of the Gov­
ernor-General's Council, to prepare a penal code 
for he use of the government of India. 

During the rule of Lord Canning, came the 
Indian mutiny in J857. This was the deathblow 
of the old East India Company and the birth of 
the new empi e. The s1 ry of the mutiny roused 
the \vhole British nati n, and in Jul , 1 ,8, the 
government of India was transferred from the 
East IndIa Company to the Crown. In Novemher, 
185~, a proclamation in all the different Indian 
languages was issued, declaring th t Her Majesty 
had assumed the direct government of her Eastern 
Empire. The Gove·nor-General ceased to rule in 
the name of the E s India Company, and became 
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the Viceroy of IndIa. This proclamation was 
read publicly in every station, civil and military. 
with ~1(ery ac ompaniment of ceremonial 
splendor, and was received by all classes through­
out India with the greatest enthusiasm. Among 
other thfngs promised, were the following: 

"We hold ourselves bound to the nati '15 of our Indian ter­
ritories by the same obligutions of duty which bind us to aU 
other subjects; and those obligations, by the blessing of Almighty 
God, we shall faithfully and conscientiously fulfill . 

.. Firmly relying ourselves on the truth of Christianity, and 
acknowledcingwith gratitude the solaoeofreligion, we disclaim 
alike the r ight and the desire to impose our convictions on any 
of our subjects. We declare It to be our Royal will and pleasure 
that none be in anywi e favored, none molested or disqnieted. 
by rea:;on of their religious faith or observances; but that all 
shalI alike enjoy the equal nd impartial protection of he law; 
and we do strictly charge and enjoin all ~ e who mlly be in 
authority under us, that they abstain from all interference with 
the religious belief or 1I'orship of any of our subjects, on pain of 
our highest displeasure • 

.. When, by the b1e sing of Providence, mterDAl tranquillity 
shall be restored, i is our ellrnest desire to stimulate the peace­
ful industry of India, to promote works of public utility and Un­
provement, and to administer its government for the benefit of 
all our subjects resident therein. In their prosperity win be out 
strength, in their cootentment our security, and in the r gratitude 
our be t re ard. And mlly the God of aU power grant unto us 
strength to arty out these our wishes for the good ol our 
p!'ople." 

Thi proclamation has been called the Magna 
Char a of the Indian people. Nineteen year 
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later, January 1st, 1877, Queen Victoria, with ' 
great pomp, and certainly it can be said in these 
modern days, with unparalleled splendor. wa 
procJaime Empress of India. The briHiant Im­
perial Assemblage at Delhi was repeated with 
greater or less ceremony in eery civil and mili-_ 
tary station in India. Sixteen thousand prisoners 
were set free, and public works were inaugurated 
by the benevolent in memory of the day. And 
this celebration was understood to pe a renewal 
of the prociamatio and promise of non-interfer­
ence with the religious and social customs of the 
people that was made in 1858. when the Crown 
for the first time took over India (rom the East 
India Company. 

"Since 1860, the Legisl ti ve Council of India 
has from time to time enacted many wise laws, 
as necessity has eemed to call for them; andre­
centJr, it ha been said by Sir Henry Maine, hat 
'British India is in posse sion of a set of codes 
which approach the highest standard of excel­
lence which this species of legislation has reached. 
In form, inteIligibiUty, and comprehensiveness. 
the Indian code stands a,gainst all competition:" 1 

The proclamation of 1858 was but the reitera­
. tion of the pledges made to the people by he 

I India and Malaysia, by Bi!lhop Thoburn. 
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East India Company, whose "firmest article of 
faith was> t at all the customs of the natives 
should be scrupulously respected, and that noth­
ing should be done to give umbrage to their reli­
gious prejudice,s." This policy has been consis­
tently adhered to throughout the rule of the 
English in India. The only departures made (rom 
it, says a writer, "have been taken under some 
paramount sense that an outrage not sanctioned 
by God, and disapproved of by the higher con­
science of the Indian themselves, was being per­
petrated, shocking to the human mind and 
amounting to a scandal on our legislation. . . . 

But respect and protection for the special reli­
gion of the Hindus cannot and must not allow 
us to be blind to acts which are in contravention 
of all religion, and opposed to the most clearly 
establi hed rights of humanity. 0 religion can 
justify th sacrifice of innocent persons. A civ­
ilized government is bound to protect them or 
lose its reput tion. 

It is this pledge to th people, reiterated in the 
proclamation of 1858, and freshly emphasized in 
the proceedings of January, 1 77. that, as is pop­
ularly believed, ties the hands of government 
when justice and humanity clamor for a tion n 
the behalf of women. And it is a1 0 the cry of 
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the orthodox and opposing elements amongst the 
Hindus against legislative interference. 

Says Sir W. W. Hunter: .. When the Et:lglish 
assumed the government of India, they gave 
emphatic pIe ges that they would le3ve the reli­
gieus and dome ' Ic customs of th people undis­
turbed. By degrees they found out that there 
were three very terrible customs affecting Hindu 
women. First, that as all women ought, accord­
ing to the religious law of the Hindu , to be 
married; and as an unmarried daughter is con­
sidered a disgrace to a family, child marriage 
'was universal atn01lg the higher castes in order to 
avoid the possible disgrace and to secure the ful­
fillment of the law. Second, that as in certain 
castes 't wa difficult to find husbands of equal 
rank for aU the daughters, anJ to defray the ex­
travagant co t of the wedding ceremonies, female 
infanticide was common. Third, that amongst 
the highest castes the cruel rite of burning wuJ­
ows on their husband's funeral pile prC'Dailed ,' 
and that a widow who did not burn herself 
thus was condemned to lifelong celibacy and 
penance. 

A the English rulers realized the inhumanity 
of the domestic system whtch they had under­
uken to perpetuate, the more conscientious of 
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them were ricked to the heart. On the one 
hand, h~ir pledge not to interfere had been 
olernn and explicit. On the other hand, they 

f~)Und them elves compelled to be the daily ac­
complices of acts of abominabletruelty, and 0 rec­
ognize b law the organized murder of the two 
most heJpless classes of their subjects. The 
widQW n the int.lo whose defco eless ondi­
tion made them in a pedal manner the wards of 
the State, ere precis Iy the persons to whom 
the State r fused protection. 

For three-quarter of a cen ury after Beng' 1 
had egally p sed under English administration, 

the ew ruler. felt their hands tied by the pled~es 
which they had given. B t during that period 
.. maxim of interpretation in regard to those 
pledges had been acq iring precision and force. 
t as at I ngth dmitted that the Bnti h gov-

ernment ould maintain the customary and reli­
gious law. only so far (IS that law did not con­
flict u·it1~ its hight duty to protect tl e troes of its 
subjer s." 

Has it been ~n acd ent that the sovereign wh 
i t the head of this gre t empire hould be a 
wom~n; and that that oman should one of 
th . noble t and best women hat the century has 

produced i as i{ Providence had decreed that the 
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people of India should have a living, standing 
protest against their trelltmen of women in the 
person of their sovereign? III In in. according 
to the census of f8<)l, there is a population of 
over 287.000,000 un4er her rulej of which over 
40,000,000 are women; more than twi2e s 

many women as are in all Great Britain and 

America taken together. This large number is 
composed of Christians, Mohammedans, Jains. 
Parsees, Hindus, Buddhists and Aborigines; but 
the larger proportion of them are Hindus. 

Among hese women we find, by the 'arne 

census, nearly 2),000,000 widows. Eliminating 
widow of other religions, aged widows, wid­

ows with amities, and w idows of all but the 
two ' higher castes, Sir W. . Hunte said, In 
1886, "B~adly speaking, I believe that then~ are 

about 1,000,000 young widows of the Bra man 
and Rajput castes, to whom the system of forced 

celibacy m st be held to be a cruel infringement 

of their natural fights." He further say that, 
" adding these to the young women of other 
high castes, there are not less than .2,OOO,<lOO 

widows in India to whom the existing Hindu 
law is an injustice and a wrong." This Hindu 
law the government rec.ogn·zes, and accept. 
To make this mass of .3,000,000 injured women 
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real to our readers, we may ay that it is equal 
t the whole populatio of the women of S ot­
land • 

.. This evil has ' t root in child marriage. All 
Hindu girl are either wives or widows before 
they reach the age of fifteen I" and, may we add, 
a large proportion of them are mothers when 
they hould be plaYing with dolls, or should be 
in chool. In one of the Bomb y ho pitals a 
young girl of twelve ears of ge w sought 
Into the matermty ard She ga e birth to a 
little cnild, but in it , birth he sufferings were so 
ext rem that the doctor an nurse in at endance 
qu iIed at t eIght of it. Th doctor said with 
much emotion and great indignatio : II Govern­
ment h uld put a top to uch a thing." 

Again. in ev ry other country women are 
fou ,d in excess of men; bu In India, according 
to thE' cen 'u in 1891, there are nearly six and 
one-quarter million Ie women th n men. In 
our es imation hi large number cannot be 

noHy a unted for by the practice female 
infanticide; 0 from n unwillingnes to ake 
rtturns of the women of the family to the census 
ta eri bu yo her wron sag in t 01 anho 
~h t t d ~ho 1 life a we 1. 

I J' 0 ten .saId that the Acts bt!aring upon these 
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matter'S are practically inoper$.tivea.nd a, , d~ild 
letter, and in dvance at puhlic opinion; It is • 
true that in som respects they are; but <>n the 
other hand they are not,:I d the reSult of them 
has been on the whole good ; both as educative. 
and In trength ning th cause of eform. -

Government often seems to evade respoosibil,.. 
it " by throwing it pOll tl e people with the ex,:" 
cu e tha the measure propo ed i ahead f pubbc 
opinion. or that it must be .. ,asked for by a se ,.. 
tion sufficiently important in influence o~ in num­
bers to j~tl y tbe course proposed." But if any 

reform can be practically promoted, it c~n only 
be by government identifying ' ts~lf with it. , To 
expect any unanimity, or anything approaching 
it aman Hindu on any social question, is r.n 
impossihi ity; and if government wishes to wait 
till sue unanimity is reached, it will be jrnpo .. J 
ble to prom e any t~fQrm . however needful. 
There are hundreds of men in Ind,ia wh 'NO ld 
be glad 0 Ie Islative interference, and whQ 1 ve 
said of late, in a Qrt of d pair, that th re i no 
[,ope of help trom go ... ernm~nt. There are otoer 
ed c ted m~n who OppCiSI" legislative inierf~r .. 
enC~j yet if gaver m nt would do 'tw t lout 
tbeir seeming to sane ion it~ they wou d be gi:aQ. 
for then they could "'Y to their people: j j Wpat 
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can we do? Government has done it, and w e 
mo. t submit." . 

Governrr ent must be prepar d to take the ini­
tilt i e in any reform measure if they are con­
vinced of its necessity. without waiting fa the 
people to indorse thel action. Some of ese 
wrongs are a great iniquity and a scandal to any 
government. The p ople ould grumble; but 
wh~n it was done they would acquiesce. Hind 
fatalism, if nothinglse, would help them to do 
it. The Indian people are convinced of the 
power of the government, and we feel that' all it 
needs to promote any reform is to be simp y 
counrgeous; and we do not believe the~e woul 
be any resistance to any of their righteo s mens ... 
ures. With governments, as with individu Is, it 
is al vays right to do right without regard to 
can. equences. 

ay , in his II A mini tratiol1 of the East India 

Company," speaking of the Suttee Actt S YS 
what we eliev\! is equally true now: • 'It was a . 
gl'e~t experiment and a ucce$s(u) on.e:. Its suc~ 
C .S8 was (raught rith ' reat lesson. The prime 
want of human governments is a nt of fai t) • 
A bold. policy is generally $utce;sful on. It i 
always successful when t boT nes is the r 
suIt of a strong determinaUoh to do what is rigbt 
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and 0 leave secondar' considerations to them­
selves. We have b en continually conjuring up 
bugbears in the distance, only to discover, upon 
a nearer approach, that they are tht; merest 'con­
ceptions of the brain. If we would only believe 
that a righte us policy is ure'n the nd to be a 
sliece s ul one, how much groundless alarm and 
unn ces ary anxiety w should be spared in all 
our dealings with (.ollr fellows." 

We umm rize our thought upon these points 
as f 0 110'\'&: 

f. Sooner ot' later, government ~ ill have to 
face the questio of fixing the marriageable a e 
of girl . e feel that it made a great mis ~ ke n 
refusing the recent Madms Bm, with e excuse 
that it wa ahead of pub'c opin·on. 

2. W tru. t t h'lt, very soon. the enactment 
relating to the Restitution of Conjugal Rights 
will be abolished, or at least mended so as to 
make Imprison ent ' mpossible. 

3. We trust the (orfeiture-of..pro erty claus 
may be modified. so hat a wide , in he event 
of remarriage, may be able to retain her civil 
nghts. 

4· We do rot p ead for a divorce w for t e 
wife, so rnu h:3 ttl t the" rights ~. f' the hus­
band may be modified. and that the two may be 
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put in a more nearly equal position. If the wife 
has no tedtess, then the husband should not be . 
permitted to discard her. Hi du law does not 
regard even flagrant immoraJ.jty on the part of 
the hu~band as ground for a judicial separ'.ttion 
between husband and wife. 

5. We plead that government disallow the 
adoption of little girls by Nautch girls i ahd that 
the dedication of girls to gods or temples be dis­
tinctly brought under the law in such manner 8S 

to enforce punishment for every such offence. 
Says Justice M. G. Ranade to his fellow-coun­

trymen: "If we a e to abjure government help 
under all circumstances, we must perforce fall 
back behind the Pars es, Mohammedans and 
Christians, who have freely availed themselves of 
such help in recasting their social arrangements. 
Further, as it is likely that foreign mle will1ast 
over us for an indefinite length of time, we re­
duce ourselves, by accepting this policy, to the 
extreme absurdity of shutting out a very useful 

help for many centuries to come. In such mat­
ters, the distinction of foreign and domestic 
rulers is a distinction ·without a difference. It 

has a meaning and significance when foreign in­
,terests override native interests; but when the 
foreigners have no interest to se ve, and the ini-
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tiative is to be all our own, the recognition of 
State help is not open to the stock objection 
urged by those who think that we forfeit ()~~ rn­
dependence by seelting such regulation on '1ines 
approved by us." . 

It has not been our deSire to do any injustice 
to go mment, because we fully realize the pe­
culiar situation in which it is placed by the 
pledges which fuve been given; but, at the same 
time, we dare not ignore he great opportunities 
and responsibilities of government to the millions 
of oppressed women under them ~ and we plead 
with them to rise to the full height of their op­
portunityand responsibility, and to be true to the 
trust given them when God allowed India to 
come under their rule. In view of thi , we are 
impre sed with the fact of ho v great the neces­
sity is for the divine command that e II pray 
for all those in authority," that tht:y may ru e in 
righteousness: and what a failure it is, for all 
Christians to negJect thjs command. 



XIII 

VVHAT GOVER 'MENT HAS DONE 

LET us n~w see what government has done for 
the mitjgation of these vvrongs: ' 

I. While the Female Infanticide Act of 1870 

does n t properly come first here, yet, in its be­
ginnings, it was one of the earliest forms of the 
wrongs of woman to engage the public atten­
tion. 

$a.crificial infanticide, discovered by COJ,rey and 
his fellow-workers in [794, was soon completely 
abolished by government; but the complete 
abolition of Rajput infanticide is still in the fu­
t.ure tense. Rules have been passed under the 
above Act which are working weU in the local 
government of the Punjab, and our "prayer i that 
it may not be lopg till, the crime eases to exist 

in India • 
.2. The enactment secured by ~rey for pro­

hibitlng- the sacrific.e of children ~t Ganga S gar 
and on t e, Gangt(s. was soon qUQted as a prec:" 
e' ent (or (urtner reform. Lord Wellesle-y too{t 
the first steps in [805 in an 'wer to Carey' 
mori<l1 f r the abolition 0 the S ttee, and h 
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remained in office a year longer, a proh'bitory 
Act would have been passed in 1808. He de­
dined to notice the "prohibItory regulations '" 
recommended by civilian judges; but these were 
adopted by Lord Minto, in 1812, who issued the 
following instructio s to his magi trates : "The 
government after considering the replies of the 
pundits, pr~mised that the practice, generally 
speaking, being recognized and encouraged by 
the Hindu religion, it appears evident that the 
cour e which the British Go ernment should fol­
low. accordmg to the principle of religious tol­
eration air ady notic d, is to aUov the practice 
in those cas in which it is countenanced by 
their religion, and 0 prevent it in others in 

which; it j by the same authority prohibited." 
The m ' gistrates were then ordered to inte ere 
under the f Ilowing conditions: 

(I ) To prevent undue influences on the part 
of the relatives of the Brahmans, or anyone, on 
the widow to induce her to b m. 

(2) To prc-vent the c imin p actiGe of drug­
ging her to ha e it don. 

(.3) To ascertam if he had attained the age 
fixed by Hind Jaw at which they were permi e 
to burn themselves, 

(4) If regnant, she 'IN .. n t allowed to h' rn 
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The police were required to inquire fnto cases 
to see that they fulfilled these regulations, or to 

• I 

otherwise forbid the burning. 
In 1817 these orders were .further modified; so 

that, if the widow were not in- good health i if 
she had a child under four; or if she had cbil­
dren under seven for whom she could not pro­
vide a suitable guardian, she was forbidden to 
burn. Also th~ family were to give du notifica;­
tion of the burning to the authorities, and that it 
was not to be left to the police to find it out. 
Magistrates often attended in person to see that 
the widow had fair play if, at the last, she wished 
to escape. 

At this apparent gove oment sanction of the 
Suttee many high-minded officials revolted. 
Carey and his coli agues never ceased in their 
agitation of the subje t both in Eo land and in 
India . In the twenty-one years tha elapsed be­
tween Lord Wellesley's dep rture in 1&8, and 
the final prohibition of the custom by Lord Ben­
tinck in l 29, perhaps no question of Indian 
polic 'W1S ver 0 thorQughly sifted and 0 m -
nutely C\ jscus e. In I ";:4, when Lord Amhe 
wa Go emorwG "neral, the question s gain 
submitted and wa one of th most pressiQ im­
portance, and he came, says 
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mortifying conclusion that it would not be wise 
to authorize any direct interference with a hoary 
custom in which the priesthood 11ad an imme­
diate interest. It appeared to him ,that the wisest , 
course w ould be ,to trust to the progress of edu:' 
cation1 and to et Suttee die a natural death. He 
wrot jn his minut on March, 1827: '1 am not 
prepared to recommend an enactment prohibit­
ing Suttee altogether. . . . i must frankly 
confess, though at the risk of being con<; jciered 

insensible to th enormity of the evil, th::t 1 am 
inclined to recomm nd our trusting to the prog­
re"s' now making in the diffusion of knowledge 

for the gradual suppression of thi detestable 

superstition, I cannot believe it possible hat the 
burning, or burying alive of widows will long 

survlv~ be advancement which every year brings 
w ith it · in useful nd rational I am/ng.''' The 
next year h roph sled, «( the progress of gen­

eral instruction, and the uno tentatious exertions 

of OUf local fficers will produce the happy ef­
fect of a gradual diminution, and, at no very dis­
tant period, the final extin tion of the barbarou 
rite of Suttee." H s prophecy c m tru . n a 

very short tIme, but in a different 'Way fro~ ~ wh t 
he prophesied. Bcfor hat year close l .ord 
Bert inck was aceu. ying the regal-chair, 11 . d otJ 
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. December 4th, J 829, an Act was passed prohi it­
ing the Suttee under stringent penal enactments 
in the territories of British India . 

.3. The wi ow was hus rescued from the 
flames, but was left for the next twenty-seven 
years to the fate of what a leading reformer has 
appropriately called "cold Suttee." In 18,6, after 
much agitation, Act XV. was passed by· Lord 
Canning. This Act legalized th status of Hindu 
wjdows contracting a second marriage, and their 
children by such marriage. There were upwards 
of forty petitions against the bill, igned by from 
fi fty to sixty thousand people, while there were 
only twenty-five petitions in favor of the bill 
beanng five thousand si natures. But thi I w 
did not pre erve to the widow her civil rights, as 
the widow on marrying a second time, forfeits 
aU property (rom her husband" as if," says the 
Act, "she had then died. ' 

The change that is urged is this, that the widow 
who remarries shall be equally protected in her 
civil rights by the law, with the widow who re­
mains unmarried. The difficulty with the framers 
of the bill seems to have been that, under Hmdu 
law, a widow inherits from her husband on con­
dition of fulfilling ertain religious duties as a 
widow, which are for the spiritual ben fit of he 
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husband and his ancestors, which she could not 
do jf she remarried. T here is much saJ,d,for and 
against this phase of the case, bu, ays Sir W,. 
W. Hunter, "It is questionable whether the 
time has not now come to modify the forfeiture 
clause of the law of 856. in regard to property 
which a widow inherits from her husband's 
will." 

In the forty-three years since the enactment, it 
i estimated that about five hundred widows have 
remarried. But caste excommunicates them for 
it, and sometimes all their friends with them. It 
is this awful persecution, and the public s~igma 
that is stilI attached to remarriages, that makes 

the Act practically inoperative up to this time. 
Js there ,no way that government, having given 
her permi sion and made it lawful for her 'to re­
marry, can protect her from persecution after 
marriage? Could not excommunication for do­
ing a lawful act be made illegal? Could it not be 
made criminal to injure the rights of a member of 
the community in this way? 

4· As earty as 1856, Dr. Chevers in his · ook 
entitled II Medical Jurisprudence for Bengal," 
called attention to this que tion and showed that 
t l1e law~ as it stood, was insufficient to protect 
child wives. He re erts to the question In a later 
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edition in 1870, and recommends an increase 0 

the age bf consent by an amendment of the penal 
code Which, since it had be.come . operative in 
1860, had s ood at ten years. The r~velations 

. 'Mr. Stead made in London, in November, 1885. 
which formed one of the factors in the raising of 
th age of consent in England from thirteen to 
sixteen. called attention to the Indian Criminal 
Law on the same subject in this country. ·Mr. 
Dayaratn Gidimul, of the Bombay Statutory Civil 
Servic , wrote a series of articles in the india1t 
SPec~ltor, and brought the question mQre promi­
nently before the Indian public, exposed the de­
fects in the present law, and made a proposal for 
amending it. These letters were afterward pub­
lished by Mr. Malabari in pamphlet form, and 
cir ulated among the leaders of native society' 
and, in this way, he eli ited a large number oJ 
opinions in favor of the amendment. He also 
el1dted the private opinion of the late Sir Maxwell 
Melville in favor of a leg;!1 remedy and pubJished 
the fact. This led to the public meeting held in 
Bombay in 1886, to oppose <lny legislation what-
ever affecfng a reform of Hindu marriage c.us­
toms. The pundits of Poona also took up the 
matter about the '~ame time, and waited on Lord 
Reay tO,protest against the roposa!. The sub-
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ject was not' allowed to rest. l:he W. C. T. U. 
ladies memorialized/ government on the subject.· 
In December, 1889, the social Conference held its 
anl1ual meeting in Bombay, and after warm dis­
cussion passed a resolution to government ask­
ing tat the penal code be so amended as to ex­
tend protection to girls, marri-ed as well as un--married, at least up to the age of twelve, and to 
treat any violation of it as felony. 

In Jun , 189<>, came the horrible death of Phul­
mani Dasi, a little girl under twelve years. Her 
husband got one year's imprisonment. The story 

of this little girl's death roused both the Indi~n 
and English public. In August, 1891, the SoCiaf 

Conference sent in their memorial to governn en , 

and this, with the rumor that the Phulmani case' 
was likely to lead to a revival of the propo al of 
the anlendment for raising the age of consent, 
wtre among the immediate ' causes of public 
meetings held in Madras, S tara and Poona 
against it. Phulmanj Dasi s death, one among 

hundreds of such cases, hrought matters to a 
sudden head and led the way to immediate etion. 

On reading the account in the papers, Mrs. 
Mansell, an American lady doctor at L.ucknow, 
got up that memorable memorial to government . 
signed by fifty~ Ive lady doctors in -In.dia, which 
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went far toward ~ecuring the amendment. A 
\ . 

noted rodl"-n g ntleman said to s, , " I thought I 
had known a great deal, but the facts ' that the 
pe 'tion of the lady do tors brought out were"­

he h'ivered, his face contracted, and then be 
added: "horrible." 

The Indian Witness of Oetob r, 1890. says: 
., These cases are too honible and sickening in 
their awful detail to be gIven to the general 
public. They prove to the hilt all the heavy 
charg.es br l.l ht agamst the ~y!;tem of hHd mar­
riage on the gro1,Jnd of suffenng inflicted. Death, 
cripplihcr f r life, agony mdescribable, torture 
that would put a fiend to shame-these are all 
here. If the officials of the Indian government 

, can read this memorial without blenching, theit 
hearts are turned to s one." The mem rhd on­
eh des: .. In vie..y of the above facts, the unJer­

signed lady doctors and m dica.l practitioners ap'­
peal to your Excellency'. compassion to enact '.or 

intro uce a measure,by whi h the con.surnmation 
f ,marriage will not be permitted be ~r the wife 

till passed the full age .of fourteen y~r ." 
A very interes ins: mernorial wa sen in. igned 

by eighte~n hundred nati e ladies from aU ov r 
India j nddre s~d 0 Her Maj sty. the Queen Em­
pres,.Ii, 0 this .;.:ff t: .. We, the und r igned 
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women living in Ifldla~ beg mo t r Verently to 
approach your Gracious Majesty w ith thO hum­
ble petition, in the hope that your Gracious Maj­
esty will respond to our pray r, and direc such 
ste s to e takpl) s may appe:lr meet to- your 
Majesty to prevent a cruel 'r ng to which the 
w manhood of India is now subject. A case 

as re ently tried in Calcutta, the circumstances 
of which 2re too horrible to rela ej but, coming 
in the wake of several such pr vious cases, it 
emphasizes the necessity for legislation in tl" e in~ 
terests of child wives and a her female minor. 
Well aware of the keen maternal interest your 
Gracious . 1ajesty has always evinced in the weI. 
f~r6 of your pe pIe, w venture to appeal 0 

your Majest for red res • and we ( e) confident 
that our ~ppeal will not be ade in vain. TI e 
remedy we eek is that the criminal law may he 
so altered a to protect at least girls under fo r .. 
teen from their husbands, a ell as iror 
strangers." A d then followed a able an ex­
,haustive argument (or th passing of the amend 
ment. 

to the early pa of 1 , Mr. Malebari had gone 
to England hoping tha th cha 19 ·wo\lld enefi t 
his health. His pre ence there at this juncture 
was most opportune, and elped to bring the 
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pFtssurep{ public opinion in th~ home-land upon 
th~ Indian \ goverrlment in ~e maUer of this bill. 
Sir Andrew ScobIe introduced the bill into the 
vice-regal, council, January Slth, 1891. In the 
discussion that folio ed the i Itroduction, he 
Viceroy. Lord Lansdowne, said: II Our object is 

. simply to aff rd protection to those who cannot 
protect themselves; protection from a form of 
physical ill-usage which I believe to be reprobated 
by the most tho ghtful section of the ommu .. 
nity, which is, to the best of my belief, entirely 
unsupported y religious anctlon, and whick 

- under English law, is punishable wz'fh penal ser­
'fJitude j'o-, life. Without any exceptions or r.es­
ervations, I trust that th measure thus limited 
and· restricted, will receive the support of public 
opinion, and I cordially commend it ~ the fa­
vorable co sideration of the coun iI." 

After the most thorough sifting, as regards the 
r~ligious a thOl '.tie and prejudice of t people, 
as well as the points in their, objection to the bill. 
it becbme law on arch 191 r&;r. 

5. A ide from tile Provinces th t go to m~ke 
up British India, here '.I are hundreds of native 
states, Which still retu'il'l a greater or less degree 
(,)f lndependenc , apd are uled over by their 
hCNditary ·ptirtccs. These a e called 'FeUQ3 0 y 
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States, T e traditional polie o. t e fndian gov­
ernment has been for the iceroy to appoint a 
British re ident who re ides at the Capital of the 

Indian prince. Nepaul is the only stat~ in India 

which is really independent. Many of thes 
states are in'ignificant both in size and impor-
ance, Only welve have a population of over a 

million. Hyderabad and Mysore are the largest, 

the former with a population of about ten m'ltion 

and the latter of a/:>out four million." 
This last state, M ysore, is in Southern India; 

and in 1 Q4, the Maharajah. since deceased, sec­
onded by his v ry able and well-kn wn coun-

eIlor, Mr. Chentsalrao, pas .... ed an act prohibi ing 

the marriage of girl under eight years of age, 

and. forbidding the marriage of 01 men over 

fift year with oung girls under fourteen years, 
The <lct went into operation IX m nths after­

ward. and t e unishment of any iolatio 1 was 

SlX rno th5' imprisonment, 0 a fine not exceed­
mg five h ndr rupees, 

T ",re was nBt much agitation, though it was 
bnught inti) force greatly against the wish of 
many of t · e people, even 'of some f the edu­

cated s('ctions It was the act of tht~ Maharajah 
him eif, who Vol c an enUght ned man, frien 

who has lived' ny years in M sor . writ 'U' ! 
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H The Act is on the whole working welt ' there 
has been a tendency for magist ates to inflict 
lenient fine;:s. I fear the A.ct is not always fear­
lesslyc.a.rried out. 1 know of one case where litO 
old mati married a thild w'fe, contrary to the 
pro 'isions of the Act, but, b ,cause he was 'Coo ... 
nected with the palace. no prosecution took ' 
place. My own opinion is that the Act has had a " , 
very veneficial eff ct upon the people. 

"The chief int1u~nce ha5 bet::n educative, ·and I 
believe it wi I soon become a custom to marry itt 
tht' time fixed by government. The people have 
realized tqat it is no necessary to have their chil­
dren marry so early. Those who 'ere anxiQus ' 
to move in that direction have had their hands 
strengthened; and those eager for early marriages 
have been restrained. But the Act only touches 
the f!inge of a great sub} ,ct. If the true mar· 
riageable age could be rais • to thirteen or four­
teen, a great ad rance would hav,e bee~' made." 

The secretary to' the government of MysQfe 
repolt d that in 1895-1&)6. thirty-nine p ~sons 
were p()secut~d in b;teen cases, and tw~nty-six 
persons were convicted ,in thirteen ca es. The 
Sod 1 Conference that m~t 'in l898. at Madras 
cOl1gmtvlates itself on the fakly succe Bful ork­
jngs of thj' Act, pd expre ses ih hop it w 11 
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encourage other l1"ti't'e stittes to !ollowtpe !0j{ ... 
amp! of Mysore. 

The 'aharajah of ]eypore, a small RaJput stat~: 
after tonsu ting the highest. religious authorities 
at his court, has ~,Iso fixed the marriageable a e 
of girls j hi state at fourteen. 

6. A J11 ~s been proposed for he prevention 
of child m rriage in the ptesidency of M( dras. 
This movement began to take shape in J 897. 
The Madras Presidency is tIle fo remost on all 
subjects of reform of any part of British India. 
The different social CO:1f rences in he presidency 

expre cd a convktion "that the til1'l~ had come 
for applying to governmp.nt for legislation on he 
subject to fix at least the marriageable age for 
boy, if. not f Ol girls; and to lay db n a ma.xi­
mum imit of age for old person ... who marry 
young irl on the plan adopte by the Mysore 

gov emment." 
The Hindu Soc 4J Reform Association ap­

pOlilted Cfommittee to draw up m morialon 
the !>arnt: subject. •• The provin e of Mysore 

borde s on thiS pre idency, and' inha lted by 
peoplr most of Whose instftution.. cu toms, 
manner~ ard religIous ohser:vances re jdentic.a1 
with hose of t e veople in Madra,. People of 
Madras of all castle have largely SI! Ued them .. 
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selves in Mysore, and 'Vice versa, and intermar~ 
riages between people of Mysore and this presi.­
dency are not uncommon. If a useful measure­
like the preseht 0 e could be successfully at­
tempted in any part of Briti h India, this presi­
dency, which h S 0 much in common with 
Mysore, is best fitted for its introduction." So 
writes the framer of one of the bills. 

Two bills were drafted proposing the marriage-­
;tble age 0 girls to be eight years, with an im­
prisonment of three months or a 'fine, or both, for 
any violation f the Act. This proposal the gov­
ernment rejected as being in advance of public 
OpinIOn. It is a question that, sooner or later, 
government will have to face ; and we believe it 
made a mistake in refusing its sanction to this 
bill. A resolution was passed at the last Annual 
National Social Congress that says: 

.~ The CongTess le:u'ns with regret that the gbvel'm;aent of 
India has refused to sanc~on the introduction of the Infant 
Marriage Prevention Bills in tbe Local Legislative Council of 
Madras, on the ground thnt in its opinion the lIIeasures proposed. 
were in advance of public opinion. As both tllt; Marriage Bills 
were dtafted ou the lines of the Mysorc Ma iage Resoluli • 
and fixed the minimum limits below the ages which an: now 
observed by Ipost classes of the people, th\:\Co'nference hope!; 
bat, if we fncts I\lC p,~opedy placed before 'the gov~rwnent. it 
W be tis6ed t1lat the bill wen; not open to the objecti.n 

ta.kerl to them. The Confercmce. th rerore. tllromll'lendJ th t , 
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early steps should. be takeu by the Socia). RefOftl'l Association 
to memorialize gO'ernmt"..nt with a view that it may be per­
suaded to appoinl a Commission of Inquiry to nscertain the ad­
\'anee made by public opinion on thlS subject, and to advi e 
go enunent on the action it should e in this matter." 

7. Though affecting only the natives of _the 
district of Malabar, in the Madras Presidency, and 
dealing w ith a. sectional djfficulty, the Malabar 

Marriage Law, passed in I 96, is a measure of 
importance. It wa introduced and conducted 

. through the Madras Legislative Council by the 
Hon. Mr. C. Sankarao Nair, to who e persever-
nee, tact and moderation the success of this, the 

flIst attempt at social legislation on the initiative 
of a non-official member of council, is entirely 

due. The law provides for the registration of 
rnarriLlges between members of the Malabar com­
munity, tbu giving a legal basis to what has 
hitherto been a purely social institution. 

8. There has also been passed an Act bearing 
upon the restitution of conjugal rights. This law 

is not native 10 India; is neither Hin4u nor Mo­
hammedan ; but is an English law that was im­
ported into india. It is enforc.ed by imprison-
ment. In 188, he celebrated Raknmabai case 
was tded under t is law. One judge dismissed 
the case, as revoltmg to all sen e of justice to 
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compel a woman to consumml\te a marriage that ... 
had be~n I a;rranged against her wiIl, and without 
her consent. But the High Court decided in .fa­
vor of the man. In 1890, hell Mr. Malabarl was 
in England, he got up a very influential commit­
tee on the subject of R form of lndian Marriage 
Laws. They sent in a memorial to the Indian 
government, asking for four reforms. One Was 
that the age of consent be rai~ed to twelve, which 
was done ; and resolution three was ,. that the 
suit for Restit tion of Conjugal Rights, whkh is 
founded on ecclesiastical la • and has been re .. 

pudi ted ill its coercive form in all countries of 
EUfOpe, nd OUGHT NEVER 10 HAVE BEEN It4 R()" 

DUCED [ 0 hmlA ; that the contlllued pr secution 
of such a suit is likel to produce injustice; and 
that the whole requ'res reconsideratic;m at tbe 
hands of government with a du regard to the 
marriage laws and the habits ~J!ld cLlstoms of th 
people of India." 

In 1&)4 a bHl came before the LegisI tive 
Council proposing an amendment to the effect 
that imprisonment be left to t ~ discretion of the 
jud Yes. It did ')ot touch a Hindu custom, it 
a ruBn .imported from England, and the 0 posi­
tion of 'a part of the Bengal t)te s to th~ 
m nt is 1 explicable. 
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The bill wa not passed. T e law remain'''to­
day. t is an injus ice to omankind, and exists 
in no other ountry. 0 WOJ ~n .an be impri -
oned in India for debt. Truly, thi i a Jaw that 
disfigures the tattle-book. It w s n. t in defel'­
ence to H'ndu 1.1 "'. ot custom, that Rakhmabai 
ost be case; but under this Engli h law thaI 

was practically £\b lete at the tim in England j 
and by the defeat of this case, t e hand on the 

ial of the cause of womal1hood was put back~ 
ward te years. 

9. h IndIa Univer ities, of whic there are 
the, located at Madras, Sombay, Calcutta, La ore 
and Al)ahabad, are, all open to women; a fact of 
~ hi h we ar ju -tty proud, and in which we are 
ahead .of th" history 0 Westem U i ct i 'es. 
Perhaps '" rea ed he fruIt ,0 the ~gi ti n that 
opened the oor of West n Um e ities to 
women. On the page referring to 'f Examina­
tlom, Hon rs and Degrees " in the cale d3r f 
tnt. B mba University, is th oJJowi g lltliqut" 
sentence: II In the following regulations the pr ~ 

nour. 'ht' .and i derivatives ar(! U1\ d t denote , 
'ther l:.ex. the male or female." \V shall be 





.. 
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, ,aild h~r'! shall more nearly equal ~"ose of ,. he, 
:bis and h' ." . 

to.. The 'Countess of Duffertn' scheme, or the 
N~ 'onal . Association for supplying- medical aid 
for woman" has aIsp received I gratifying atten­
tjon, 

T e government of India has a fully equipped . 
medical department for all india; and you will \ 
find hospitals and dispensaries in every town of 
ahno t any s·ze. But as n~rly five million 
women live behind the purdah, and would. not 
see a male practitioner; and as m ny more, 
though not behind t e pzmJak, are of the same 
opinion; con equently. they often suffer severe} 
from the malpracti e of ignorant doctors, and 
e peclally at the hands of the ignorant, bl.mgling. 
superstitious mid wives. Said a lady doctor re­
cently in a di tant cit , with g reat indignation: 
,, ' should like to hang everyone ill the city." 

In 1869, the American Methodist's P,qreign. 
Missionary Society sent Miss Claro S ain to In­
dia, the lrst woman physician with a diploma 
that ever et foot in Asia, Later the Indian Fe­
male Normal 'School ociety sent Mis Bi~lby to 
Lucknow, whose naine will ever be a sodat~d 
with the orjgin of Lady Dutferin's s heme. For 
many years. lady missionaries alone carried on 
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medical work for women in India. T en came 
the following break: 

Miss Bielby was caUed to Punna, to attend the 
' Maharajah' wife who wa 111. She devoted her­
self to the sick lady, and was about to return to 
h r work in Lucknt>w. In the meantime, the 

an had learned that Mi s Bielby was about 
leaving for England. In bidding her good-bye, 
she dis issed all her ladies and attendants so that 
she could be alone with Miss Bielby, a d said to 
her: .. You are going to England, and I want 

you to tell the Queen and the Prince and Princess 
of Wale, and the men and women of England, 
wha the women of lndia suffer when they are 
sick. Will you promise me?" She then ex­
plained·that she asked (or 0 change in their sodal 
condition, b t relief (rom ruel suffering; and 
begged Mis Bielb to give he me stlge in per­
son. Miss Bielby explained the great diffi ulty 
$he would have in g tting access to the queen. 
" But," JOs' sted th Rani," did you not tell m 
that our queen was good and gracious; that she 
never heard of sorrow without sending a me . 
sage to say how s rry she was, and trying to 
help? " The Rani insisted on dictating a me -
sage: "Write it sa, (or I want to put it into a 
locket, and you are to ' ar this locket a ound 
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your neck till you see our great queen, and give 
it to hel' yourself: you are not to send it through 
another." 

When the queen heard, through some of her 
court ladies, of Miss Bielby's worlt and message, 
she determined to see her and hear all for herself. 
Her Majesty listened with great interest, and 
asked many questions ; and, turning to her ladies 
said.: "We had no idea it was as b d as this; 
omething mus be done lor thes poor crea­

tures." The queen accepted the locket and gave 
a message which might be given to every one 
with whom Miss Bielby spoke on the s\lbject of 
sue uffering of the women in India: . 

E SHOULD WISH IT GENERALLY KNOWN T HAT 

WE SYMPATHIZE WITH EVERY EFFO T MADE TO RE'" 

LIEVE T HE SUFFERING OF THE WOMEN OF INOlA." 

Th~ subject attracted much attention in Eng­
land; and, as Lord Dufferin w~ just about to 
sail for India as the viceroy-elect, the queen de-
ired ady Dufferin to do all in her power in this 

direction. T is j the touching story of the 
origin of th National Association which was 
organized after Lady Dufferin reached India in 
Augu t, 18 5· It wa. one movement far India 
that was received by Hindus and Moham medans 
wi h a clamation. and w hich received their sup-
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port, both in sympathy and ~on.ey. And though 
it is not a Government Act, and does not prop­
erly ,come under the heading of this chapter, yet 
it has had the patronage of the Queen-Empress 
and 0'£ the Viceroy, and seemed fitti ng to be 
classed with the other efforts for reform. 

1~. Female Education: government has done 
a good deal in this line in establishing schools 
and encouraging education for women; but we 
expect to treat this rna ter more fuI y in a later 
chapter. 

Besides all the e enactme ts, there are a few 
minor provisions, both in the Penal Code and the 
Criminal Procedure Code, which protect woman, 
especially Sections 372 a 1d .373. Besides, widows 
in the Bombay Pre. i ency have greater p~viIeges 
in the line of inheritance from their husbands, 
and in the disposal of the same, than widows in 
other parts of India. This is due probably to the 
influential part played by Mahratta Princesses 
during the time of Shivaji and his successors. 
The Mahrattas were once a freer and more war­
like race than most of the peoples in India, which 
probably insured greater fre·edom to their women. 
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WHAT TliE REFORMERs HAVE' DONE 

'I - MONIER W ILLIAMS says that If as often as 
pantheistic and polytheistic ideas have been 
pushed to preposterous extremes in India, a re­
action has .always tak n place toward simple 
monotheism; hat the ref rmers, ' Ram~nuia, 
Madhva, Vallaba and Chaitanya, who aro e in 
the twelfth, thirteenth, fifteen h and sixteenth 
centurle , all taught the existence of one supreme 
personal God . of infinite power, wisdom and 
goodness, maker and pre er er of all things, 
whom they called Vishnu, and whom the be­
lieved to be di tinct from the uman oland 
the material wurld But none of them 'succeeded 
in counteracting the corrupt endencies inherent 
in the Vaish ava system, and notwithstanding 
the partial reformation accompli hed, the tide 
of deg ading idolatrous practices set in more 
strongly than ever. 

"Then followed . he monotheistk reaction. led 

by Kabir in he sixteenth c' tury. and lInproed 
9pon shortly afterward by Nal"lak l the founder 
of the Sikh religion. ~hcse moveM nts Were, in 
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a great measure, du to ~!)hammedan inf1,uences •. 
Both K bir and Nanak did their best to pl;.rify 
the Augean stable of corrupt Hindu doctrine, 
They even tried to unite Hi dus .and Mohamme­

dans on the common ground of belle in the 
uni of tht:: godhead. ,In the former they had 
onl a limIted • UCGe<:. and in the latter were 

wholly msu ce sfu!. " 1 

Close upon the heels of the Mohammeda io-
v ion hieh had induced the readion led by 

abir a d Nanak in the six ecnth century, there 

ente~ d, through the ani 'al of the English in the 
seventeenth century, the .beginnlng-of a power 
and infl ence destined to lead to reform. and 

eventually we believe to tran 'form Indi \ namely, 
Christian TO h. 

Says ir Monier Williams: ., Ev~rywhere at 

the great cel'ltres of Brit h authoJity. mighty 
stir of tnought be . an to be set in motion, and 
able en educated by us made no 'ecret of their 
dissatbfaction with the national religion, an 
their dpsire (or Ii p rer faith than that received 
from their fath rs. At the moment .when 
thouphtfu! Hindus were thus sking {or light 
and leading, the rigrt !eailer appeared. The 
Hindu reform:l.1:ion inaugurated by RAM MOHUN 

1" ReligIOus Tt.ong\li and Life in IudI' ," 
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Roy, was the first reformation due to Christian 
influences, and to the diffusion of European ideas 
through English education. He was the first 
modern theistical reformer of what may be ca}led 
British India." 1 

This man was born in North India, in 1774; a 
Brahman, whose father held offices under the 
Mogul Emperor. That his son might rise to 
some such place, the father had him educated in 
Persian and Arabic, which of course included the 
Koran, and which startled his mind into ques­
tions of religious reform. At the age of sixteen 
he wrote a spirited attack against idolatry; and in 
later years he was most vigorous in his public 
attacks upon the same evil. On his advent in 
Calcutta, he gathered about him .men of sympa­
thetic spirit, and in January, 18)0, he organized 
the Hindu Unitarian church and set on foot the 
Theistic movement now so well known in India. 

He was the contemporary of the Serampore 
missionaries and Dr. Duff. He was the first 
prominent reformer that battled for the cause of 
women. He was one of the leading spirits in 
the agitation for the abolishment of the Suttee, 
and wrote articles and booklets denouncing the 
practice, and proving that it had no Vedic sanc-

I" Religious Thought and Life ia ludia." (1883-) 
ma 




