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of officials. At the same time, owing to wide differences in
religion, civilization and social usages between the rulers
and the ruled, all institutions having living connectior with
matters which are intimately bound up with the daily life of
the people had to be rigidly excluded from official cognizance.
The Government could not, as it were, take the people by the
hand and by intimate association with them lead them on in
the path of progress. It had to stand aloof, contenting itgelf
with providing the material appliances of civilization and with
clearing away all obstructions to progress trusting to the
influence of education to work out such changes as the healthy
progress of the society might require.

Fourthly, we saw that some of the evils which have been
felt under the new 7égime, *the tares,” as they are called,
“which have grown up with the wheat,” are either not
new or are sacrifices without incurring which the benefits
could not be secured. For instauce, take the case of the
growth of agricultural indebtedness. As a matter of fact,
the ryots were formerly much more in the hands of sow-
kars than now, though their indebtedness as expressed in
money value appears to be greater now than before. The
dependence of the ryots on sowkars s greatest in tracts of
country in which the seasons are very uncertain. Formerly
when lands had no value, the ryot’s credit was limited to the
value of the year’s crop, and if the crop failed for two or
three years and the sowkar stopped supplies, there was
nothing between the ryot and starvation. Now the increased
credit of the ryot enables him to obtain better terms and
hold out longer. The more prudent among the ryots have
now a chance of making use of their credit for their own
advantage, and even those who recklessly pledged it would be
in no worse condition than they would have been under the old
conditions. Again, the tendency of a régime favoring industrial
improvement is to prevent the military, official and sacer-
dotal classes from intercepting the earnings of the laboring
classes. The resultis that the production of articles of luxury
or art which minigtered to the gratification of persons who were
maintained in great opulence at the expense of the general com.
munity suffers and must necessarily do so until the industrial
classes themselves become sufficiently rich and acquire a taste
for such luxuries. Similar considerations apply to economic
redistribution of productive powers and resources. The intro-
duction of railways, for instance, by superseding less efficient
menns of conveyance must cause suffering to the olasses
who make a living by rendering services in conmectipn with
tles laster. We thus hear that-the extenion of the raitways it
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the Punjab has caused distress to camel drivers. A diverkion
of trade 18 also often caused, from particuldr localities or tracts
of country, and places which were once prosperous decay
and mew places spring up in their stead. Wallajahnugger,
for instance, which was once a place of great importance
a8 an emporium of trade is now much decayed. The facilities
of intercommunication between different parts of the country,
and the rapid diffusion of information as to the conditions of
the market as regards demand and supply of commodities by
means of telegraph render the maintenance of central depbts
to some extent unnecessary, the dealers in commodities being
enabled to communicate directly with the producers in the
rural tracts. There is thus increase of trade in the country as
a whole, while there may be a diminution in some of the
centres. And, generally, in gauging the extent of improve-
ment it would not be right to confine our attention exclusively
to special localities or ciasses, but the entire industrial field
should be taken as a whole.

Fifthly, 1t must be borne in mind that by improvement
here referred to must be understood the development of an
industrial 7égiine, and that the motive power under it being the
multiplication of wants and the stimulus given to exertion by
the necessity for gratifying them, the dissatisfaction with
one’s lot that 1s beginning to be generally felt is in this
case a sign of progress and not of deterioration. There
18, undoubtedly, increasing pressure felt by the community as
a whole, because wants have beeun increasing faster than the
means of satisfying them, At the same time the wants could
not increase unless the means ncreased also. It is this in-
creasing pressure that makes it difficult for people in general
to believe that they are making headway, but the real fact is
that they are somewhat richer in life from an industrial
point of view and their ideal of comfortable existence, is gradu-
ally expanding though they may be poorer in contentment.
A landholder who would have lived in a simple contented wa;
40 years ago, giving his boys no education, and marrying his
daughters to village boors provided they had a sufficiency to
live upon, requires better house accommodation and mote
comforts, wishes to give his boys an expensive English
eduecation and to marry his daughters to educated husbands
and finds it a hard pull to arrange for all this; and the
very pressure impels him to make increased efforts to increase
his- means. " This result is seen in a district like Tanjore
wh:ie of brothers in }? family who would formerly have hived
in their villages in their poor contented way on their patri.
mony, several leave the villages and seek employment in
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other distant districts. Tt is true that the wants developed
are not'always of a wholesome kind, and this is generally the
case when means increase faster than education and taste
for rational modes of enjoyment. But the first condition
necessary for progress is the increase of wants and when
once the desire for improvement is excited, the wants can
be regulated by education. For instance when in the sixties,
owing to the cotton famine in England and other causes,
the ryots in several districts realized large profits, they in-
creased their style of iving and spent large sums of money
on marriages and festivals. When prices fell, however, they
had to cut down expenditure on purposes of mere show,
retaining what was necessary for substantial comforts. It is
doubtless true that in European countries the evils of the
industrial 7égime in the form of undue concentration of wealth
making ‘“ the rich grow richer and the poor poorer” and of
the exploitation of labour by capital have been forcing them-
selves on public attention, but in this country the conditions are
altogether different. Though the old régime of status is now
being replaced by a régime of competition, the transition has
been rendered gradual and easy by the tenderness shown to the
rights and interests of the lowest classes under the influence
of the humanitarian sentiment which is the characteristic
feature of the nineteenth century and to which the essentially
just and beneficent policy of the British Government in India
owes its origin. As we have already seen, the tendency till
now in this country has been towards not so much undue
concentration of wealth as 1ts diffusion exhibiting itself in
the gradual formation of a middle class between the small
class of persons who were once immensely rich and who find
their hereditary influence and wealth fail them when not
supported by individual worth and personal exertions, and
the great mass of the population which has always been in a
state of great poverty ; and owing to this, while perhaps the
increase of wealth may go on at a slower rate, it may be that
we shall never have to feel the evils of unequal distribution
of wealth in the acute form in which they have appeared in
European countries.

Bearing, then, these considerations in mind and remem-
bering that methods of progress calculated to evoke national
feeling and religious enthusiasm are unavailable under the
conditions of the case, the progress that has been made under
the new régime during the short time that it has béen in force
—fifty years is a brief interval in the life of a people—
is little short of marvellous. Some'of the evils which have
appeared and the remedies for them we have already noted.
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What has been accomplished has been effected chiefly by pro-
viding the country with the material appliances of civiliza~
tion, by clearing the ground of all obstructions to progress
and by making it possible for people to take interest in public
affairs outside the narrow limits of castes and creeds into
which they are divided. What requires to be done is
gradually to widen the foundations of local government and
make it strike deeper roots into society, so as to enable it to
adjust its institutions to its needs as they arise, without
weakening in any way the power of the central Government
for maintaining the due balance between rival interests and
creeds and for interfering effectually when there is danger of
such balance being disturbed. And this work will need even
greater foresight and statemanship for its successful accom-
plishment than in the past. There is, however, no reason
whatever to suppose that either the Government or the
people will fall short of requirements in this respect. As
regards the Government, the work already accomplished
under enormous difficulties, as narrated in the foregoing pages
is a standing testimony in its favour. The quickness with
which the people have adapted themselves to the new régime
affords also every ground for hope that they might be trusted
to assimilate the elements of progress even more rapidly
in the future. I remember that twenty years ago, com-
plaints were very general that laws were being passed with
bewildering rapidity, that society was being shaken to its
foundations and that social relations were being loosened to
an undesirable degree. Now the feeling among the educated
classes, daily growing in importance and numbers, is that
progress does not proceed fast enough, just ir} the same way
as persons who were content to travel two miles an hour by
country carts thirty or forty years ago consider it a hardship
now to travel by slow railway trains moving at the rate of 15
miles an hour.

Whatever might be the feeling of persons who forgetting
the evil side of the old type of society and its injustice to the
lowest classes, shutting out all prospect of improvement from
them, are fascinated by its stationary civilization, ordered re-
lations, and freedom from worry, those who believe in the
modern principle of progress and in the nccessity for giving
free play to individual energy have no reason to look on the
future in a spirit other than that of thankfulness and hope.
To those again whe are inclined to uuder-value tho progress
made’ under the mistaken idea that thereby they would be
calling attention pointedly to the evils that now exist in order
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reat exertions might be put forth to uproot them, i
woulg reply in the following words of Mr. Marshall from
whose mvaluable work I have so often quoted :

‘ There is a strong temptation to overstate the economic
evils of our own age, and to ignore the existence of similar
and worse evils in earlier ages ; for by so doing we may for
the time stimulate others, as well as ourselves, to a more
intense resolve that the present evils shall no longer be
allowed to exist. But it is not less wrong and generally it is
much more foolish to palter with truth for a good than for
“a selfish cause. And the pessimist descriptions of our own
‘age, combined with romantic exaggerations of the happiness
of past ages, must tend to the setting aside of methods of
Erogress, the work of which, if slow, is yet solid ; and to the

asty adoption of others of greater promise, but which re-
semble the potent medicines of a charlatan, and while quickly
effecting a little good, sow the seeds of wide-spread and last-
ing decay. This impatient insincerity is an evil only less
great than that moral torpor which can endure that we, with
our modern resources and knowledge, should submit patiently
to the continued destruction of all that is worth having in
multitudes of human lives, and solace ourselves with the
reflection that anyhow the evils of our own age are less than
those of the past.”

To the considerations pointed out by Mr. Marshall may
be added as regards this country the mental distance owing
to differences of race, of social usages and civilization be-
tween the Government and the people and the necessity for
the Government understanding rightly the difficulties of the
people, and for the people appreciating the good work done
by Government so as to secure their cordial co-operation
in weasures tending to the advancement and welfare of the
country. Full knowledge of either of the difficulties of the
other can only arise from sympathy, while sympathy must in
its turn result from knowledge. The object I have proposed
to myself in wiiting this humble work of mine is to contri-
bute in some measure to the bringing about of such a mutual
understanding.
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SECTION I—THE STATE OF THE COUNTRY
AND THE CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE IN FORMER
CENTURIES.

(A.)—Sketch of the Dynasties of Southern India extracted fmm.“ Lasts
of Antwquities, Madras,” by Mr. R. Sewell, M.C.8

In the earliest daﬁs of which we have any knowledge as to the
sovereignties ruling the Continent of India, it appears tﬁnﬁ the great
Maurya dynasty held the north, while the south was divided amongst
the Pandiyans of Madura, who governed the extreme south, the Cholas,
who held the country to their north and east, and the Cheras (Keralas),
who ruled over the tracts to their north and west. This was in the
fourth century B.C. I say “ it appears’ because, although we are
certain of the Mauryas (probably B.C. 325—188) and the Pandiyans
as existent in the time of Megasthenes (B.C 302), we bave only the
fact of the Cholas and Keralas (or Cheras) being mentioned in the
inseriptions of Asoka (B.C. 250) to verify their existence at that still
earlier period. DBut tradition mentions no earlier kingdoms than those
of Pandiya, Chola and Chera in the south of India, and always speaks
of them as contemporary. As we are certain of the Pandiyan, there-
fore, in B.C 302, we may safely place the Cholas and Cheras as far
back as that date. The Keralas appear to have occupied the whole
Western Coast under the ghats, and it is probable that the Kastern
Coast was also inhabited almost throughout its entire length ; but there
is no evidence of any kingdom having been in existence throughout the
Dakhan, and it is quite possible that almost the whole of its entire
area was waste (the /andakaranya) or inhabited only by a few half-wild
tribes under their own chiefs, such as those so often mentioned in the
Puranas. 1t is necessary for students of history to remember that
very large areas now cultivated and populated were absolutely waste—
mere barren tracts of rock, forest, and wild plains—till comparatively
modern times, and this seems especially to have been the case with the
Dakhan country It must not be forgotten, however, that the earliest
Buddhist legends speak of the Kingdom of Kalinga as then in
existence.

At some period subsequent to that of Asoka, the Pallavas appear to
have grown into importance on the Eastern Coast, and they gradually
increased in power till they constituted themselves a great kingdom,
with extensive foreign trade, and proved a source of dsnger to the
Cholas and their other neighbours. They appear to have held the
entire Eastern Coast from Conjeeveram to the borders of Orissa. At

resent there is no evidence as to when they arose from obsourity into

the dignity of a kingdom, but they seem to have been ome of the

moipsl southern powers when the fixst Chalukyas immigrated from
orthern India about the fifth century A.D,
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To the Mauryas in the north succeeded the Sanga dyna.sté (B.C.
188—76) and-this was followed by the short Kanva dynasty (B.C. 76—
31). The last of these kings being murdered, the Andhra or Andhra-
britya dynasty succeeded, and ruled from B.C. 31 to A.D. 436. They
were Buddhists, and it was by them that the magnificent marble stupa
at Amaravati was ereoted. About this period, u.c., the fifth century
A.D., began to grow into importance the Chalukyan sovereignty of the
‘Western Dakhan, and it is in connection with the early Chalukyas that
we hear of the Nalas (probably a Western Coast tribe), the Mauryas
(possibly descendants of the earher Mauryas) who inhabited part of the
Konkana, the Sendrakas, Mitangas (apparently a barbarous tribe,
erbaps aboriginal), the Katachehuris, the Gangas of Maisur, and the
ilupas or Aluvas, a tribe or dynasty apparently living to the south or
south-west of the present Bombay Presidency. ﬁurly Chalukyan grants
mention a number of other tribes, such as the Latas (of Latudesa in the
north of Bombay), Malavas (of Malwa), Gurjaras (of Guzerat), &c.

The Chalukyas divided into two branches in the beginning of the
sevonth century, an castern branch conquering the Pallava kings of
the Vengi country, or tract between the Krishna and Godavari rivers,
and settling in that locality whioh they governed till A.D. 1023, the
western remaining in their original home in the Western Dakhan.

The Chinese pilgrim Hiouen Thsang, who visited India, A.D. 629
to 645, gives a graphic account of the state of the country in his time.

The Kadambas now began to grow into importance, and they
fought with and defeated the Pallavas of Kafichi and were perpetually
at feud with the Chalukyas and their other neighbours. Their territory
was in the south-west Dakhan and north Maisir. About the same

riod we find the Rashtrakutas giving great trouble to the Chalukyas.

t is as yet uncertain whether these Rashtrakiatas were “an Aryan
Kshatriya, 1.6 , Rajput, race which immigrated into the Dakhan from
the nurth like the Chalukyas or a Dravidiyan family which was
received into the Aryan community after the conquest of the Dakhan
(Dr. Buhler). The wars with the Rashtrakutas scem to have resulted
in the complete downfall fur lwo centuries (A.D. 757—58 to 973—74)
of the Western Chalukyas and the consequent accretion of great power
to the Rashtrakatas. The latter do not appear, however, to have
attempted any conquests in the south. They were completely over-
thrown by the Western Chalukyas in A.D. 973-—74, when the latter
once more rose to great eminence. The overthrow of the Rashtrakatas,
too, enabled the Ratta Mdhamandalésvaras to assert themselves, and
their dynasty lasted till about A.D. 1253. About the same period we
find the Bilaharas and Sindas rising into importance, and, like the
Rattas, establishing independent dynasties which lasted for several
centuries. The Silaharas were overthrown by the Yadavas of Devagiri

ﬁg;t ASEP 1220, and the Sindas ceased to be heard of about A.D,

Little is known of the history of Southern India for two or three
eenturies immediately preceding the sudden rise of the Cholas to great
g:wer, which took place in the middle of the eleventh century. At
e beginning of that century the Eastern Chalukyes held all the
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country along the Eastern Ooast from the borders of Orissa as far south
as the borders of the Pallava country. The Pallava kingdom was &
poweriul one, possessing the coast from its junction with the Chalukyas
down to the northern border of the Chola territories, i.e,, just south of
Kafichi. The Cholas remained within their own borders and the
Pandiyans in theirs, while the Kongu kings, who governed (apparently)
the old Chera country east of the Malayalam tracts along the coast,
although they were still independent and powerful, were beginning to
feel the effect of the attacks of the little kingdom of the Hoysala

Ballalas, then rising into power and destined to subvert many of the
surrounding monarchies.

In A.D. 1023, by an intermarriage between the two dynasties, the
Chola sovereign acquired possession of the whole of the Kastern
Chalukyan dominions. This was followed, apparently at the beginning
of the reign of his successor, Rajendra Kulottunga Chola #®064—
1113), by the complete subversion of tne Pallavas by the Cholas, and
the annexation to the latter kingdom of their possessions Rajendra
also conquered the Pandiyans, and established a short dynasty of
“ Chola-Pandiyan  kings at Madura. A little later the Hoysala
Ballalas entirely overthrew the Kongu kings and seized their territories,
so that the whole of the south of India passed at that time through a
period of great political disturbance, which resulted in the Cholas
obtaining almost universal sovereignty for a short period, checked,
however, by the power of the Hoysala Ballalas above the ghats in
Maisar.

This latter power was increased in importance by its conquest of the
Kadambas and Kalachuris to 1ts immediate north about the beginning
of the thirteenth century, and by the downiall of the great Western
Chalukyan dynasty about A.D. 1184, which was caused partly by its
wars with the Kadambas and partly by the rise of the Ballalas. A
little later the Cholas Jost their northern possessions, which were seized
by the Ganapatis of Orangal.

We now find ourselves in the thirteenth century, the three great
southern powers being the Cholas and Pandiyans—both seemingly
losing strength—and the Hoysala Ballalas, rapidly growing in power.
‘What might have occurred it 1s needless to enquire, though imagination
readily depicts the impetuous Ballalas sweeping down irom the ghits
and succeeding in subverting the ancient dynasties of the {{Jlains; but
8 new power nnw appears on the scene, which was destined to acquire
universal dom’ «ion 1n course of time—the power of the Musalméns.

Delhi had been capturéd by the Ghazni Ghorians in 1193, and a
dynasty established there which lasted till A.D. 1288. The Khiljis
succeeded (1288—1321), and Alai-d-din Khilji despatched the first
Muhammadan expedition into the Dakhan in A.D. 1306. Four years
later the Musalmén armies under Malik Kafur swept like a torrent
over the peninsula.

Devagiri and Orangal were both reduced to subjection, the capital
of the goysa.la Ballalas was taken and sacked, and the kingdoms both
of the Cholas and Pandiyans were overthrown. Anarchy followed
over the whole south—Musalmén Governors, representatives of the old
royal families, and local chiefs being apparently engaged for yearsin
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violent internecine struggles for supremacy. The Ballalas disappeared
trom the soene, and the kingdoms of Devagiri and Orangal were sub-
verted. A slight check was given to the spread of the Muhamwmadan
arms when a confederation of Hindu chiefs, led by the gallant young
Ganapati Raja, withstood and defeated a large Muhammadan army ;
and the aspect of affairs was altered by the revolt of the Dakhani
Musalméns against their sovereign in A.D. 1347, which resulted in the
establishment of the Bahmani kingdom of the Dakhan. But the whole
of Southern India was convulsed by this sudden aggression of the
Muhammadans, and all the old kingdoms fell to pieces.

This period, then, about the year A.D. 1310, is to be noted as the
second great landmark in South Indian history, the first being about
tlllle periﬁ)d 1023—1070, when the Cholas became almost supreme over
the south.

‘While the Bahmani rebels were consolidating their kingdom in the
Dakhan, another great power was being formed south of the Krishna.
This was the kingdom of Vijayanagar Istablished on the ruins of
the Hoysala Ballalas and the other Hindu sovereignties, it speedily
rose 10 a height of power such as no southern kingdom had yet aspired
to, and it held the Mubhammadans in check for two centuries From
1336 till 1564 A.D. we have merely to consider, roughly speaking,
two great powers—that of the Musalméns north of the Krishnd and
that of Vijayanagar to the south.

The Bahmani kingdom fell to pieces at the close of the fifteenth
century, being succeeded by five separate kingdoms founded by rival
Musalmén leaders. Their jealousies aided the Vijayanagar sovereigns
in their acquisition of power. In 1487 Narasimha of Vijayanagar
completely subverted the Pandiyan eountry, Chola having fallen long
before, and by the close of the fifteenth century the power of Vijaya-
nagar was acknowledged as paramount through the entire peninsula
Small principalities existed, such as that of Maisiir, the Reddi chieftain-
ship of Kondavidu south of the Krishna (which lasted from 1328 till
1427), and the always independent principality of Travancore, but
Vijayanagar was supremo. At the boginning of the sixteenth century
Krishnadeva Raya of Vijayanagar further extended the power of his
house by the reduction of refractory chiefs far and wide, till his
dynasty arose in his day to its greatest height of glory.

In 1564 (the third landmark) all this collapsed The Muhammadan
sovereigns of the Dakhan combined, and in one grand effort swept over
Vijayanagar, sacked the capital, put to death the powerful chief who
had ruled over the destinies of the empire, and for ever crushed out all
semblance of independent Hindu power from the south of India. Even
the very family that governed Vijayanagar divided, so that it becomes
slmost impossible to trace their history, and for a second time the whole
of the peuinsula was thrown into confusion.

Naturally the minor chiefs seized this opportunity for throwing off
all fealty to their sovereign, and throughout the peninsula arose a
e number of petty Poligars and small chieftains, whose quarrels
wars and struggles for supremacy kept the whole country in
#onfusion for two and a balf centuries. The only chiefs that attained
ko real power were the Madura Nayakkas, formerly Viceroys of
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Vijayanagar, who speedily became independent and reduced to subjee-
{ion almost the whole of the old Pandiyan kingdom, their compatniots,
the Nayakkas of Tanjore, holding sway over Cholaudsa. The Rajahs
of Maistr, too, became independent, and established a kingdom, though
not a very powerful one.

Over all this distracted country the Muhammadans gradually fressed
downwards, securing the dominion of the countries south of the 'I'unga-
badra, and eastwards to the sea, and encroaching southwards till they
had reached the southern confines of the Telugu country, by the middle
of the seventeenth century, and by the beginning of the eighteenth
were in power far south. The Mahrattas had established themselves in
Tanjore in 1674 and remained there till the English supremacy. In

1736 the Musalméns obtained possession of Madura

The English, settled at Madras since 1639, now began to acquire
more and more territory and power, and in the course of the cent
had conquered almost the whole of the south of India, the defeat of
the Maistir Musalméns under Tipt Sultan in 1799 finally laying the
peninsula at their feet.

(B.)—0rissa under Hindu and British Admuoustrations

Practically, the revenue-paying parts of Orissa under the Gangetic
dynasty stretched from the Iilugll to the Chilka, and from the sea to
the Tributary States; a compact territorial entity of twenty-four
thousand square miles. The province continues the same size to this
day, having lost three thousand square miles on the north, towards the
Hugli, and gained about an equal extent on the west, towards Uentral
India. In the twelith century, when the Gangetic Line obtained the
kingdom, it yielded a revenue of £406,250%° a year. Besides the
doubtful southern strip, they added 12,000 square miles of ung;‘odue-
tive hill territory ; and when in the sixteenth century they sank beneath
the Musalméns, the revenue remained about £435,000 An early
Muhammadan Geographer of the sixteenth century gives the income
of the parts of Onssa already subjugated by the Musalmén arms at
£368.333 #27; and the official survey made by Abkar’s Minister, Cire,
1580, gives the entire revenue of the province, including the tribute
from the Hill Btates, at £435 319 %%, As the Muhammadans more
firmly established their powey, they gradually increased the taxation,
and in the seventeenth century a detailed list of the Orissa fiscal

328 3 500,000 Mérhas of gold See note 309, p. 316. That s to say at the close of
the Sivaite Dynasty The aren was only 11,000 square miles , but of the territory since
added to 1t to make upthe prescnt province, ahout 12,000 square mles are Hill States
E_:ying w tribute of only ahout £6,000 & year The few hundred sguare miles added on

 north in Balasor ure more productive, and the total revenue of the province may now
he put down at £450,000

%7 Bicca Rs. 3,400,000, or Company's Rs 3,683,383, Haft Tkiim, a Persian M8 , apud
Professor Blochmann

¥ 180,783,287 déms, which, at the official mtes of conversion under Akbar, equal
Ricen Rs. 4,018,330, or Company’s Rs 4,363,181, Prinsep’s Tables, Thomas' Pathén
Kings; As. Res. XV,
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divisions shows a revenue of £537,4953®, However the revenues
might be deranged from year to year by tumult or rebellion, the
nominal demand remained the same in the Imperial account books;
and the Pére Thieffentheler, amid the Mahratte anarchy of the
eighteenth century, was still informed that the provinoe yielded
£570,750 %%,

The revenue under the Gangetic line (1132—1532 A.D.), its last
independent dynasty, may therefore be set down at £435,000 a year
from the twenty-four thousand square miles of Orissa Proper. The
southern strip had long ceased to yield any income to the Orissa
kings. The present province, comprising an equal area, yields to
the British Government, in round numbers, £450,000 331, ]g?ro while
the actual revenue remains about the same, its purchasing power
has completely altered. Under the native dynasty, it sufficed to
maintain a gorgeous court, a vast army, innumerable trains of priests,
and to defray the magnificent public works of the Gangetic kings.
Under the English it barely pays the cost of administering the province.
The charges tor collecting the revemue and protecting person and
property amount to £334,696 ; the interest on one of the local public
works, the Orissa canals, comes to £65,000 a year *2; a single native
regiment at Cuttack costs £17,000; and a petty balance of £28,000 is
all that remains over after paying the merely local charges of holding
the Province. Orissa contributes scarcely anything to the general
expenses of Government. It does not pay its share of interest on the

ublic debt ; it contributes nothing to the cost of defending the

Smpire ; and hardly does more than support the charges of the local
administration. Under the native dynasty, the same revenue sufficed
to support an administration infinitely more minute, and, as regards its
higher officials, infinitely higher paid. None of the English governing
body in Orissa ever hopes to make a fortune ; under the Hindu princes,
Government employ was synonymous with assured opulence. Sixteen
great ministers regulated the kingdom, with seventy-two deputies,
and thirty-six separate departments of State. Under the English, the
revenue of Orissa with difficulty maintains seven hundred sepoys ;
under the Hindu princes it supported, besides a peasant militia of
300,000 men, a regular army of 50,000 foot, 10,000 horse, and 2,500
elephants. About a vast militia being attached to the soil there can be
no doubt ; and if Hindu chroniclers have magnified the number of the
regular troops, we know from the Musalmén annalists, that the Orissa
king could at & moment’s warning take the field with 18,000 horse and
foot. But the public works of the Hindu dynasty attest the magnitude
of their resources in a way that admits of no dispute. Thirty or forty.
thousand pounds were not considered extravagant for an ordinary tempiye.

9 Sicca Re. 4,961,497, or Company’s Rs. 5,374,055, under Bhéh Jahén, 1627—1668 ;
As. Res. XV, 213.

880 Selon Mamouchi, As. Res. XV. 212. This sum may possibly have included ontstand.
ing arrears. Mr. Stirling, without stating any grounds, conjecturcs that it included also
the revenue of the Northern Circars; but stuch a conjecture is opposed to the historical
facts of the time, and to the recorded statistics about the Orissa revenue.

81 The area is 23,007 square miles, but it has lost the fortile {racte towards the
Hugli and received in place of it an addition to its hill territory. In 1870 the total
revenue was £464,861, but this included the extraordinery income-tax. £450,000 iss
fair average in round numbers.

W 1} millions sterling had slready been spent on 31st Mareh 1871,
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The accumulations of one monarch % are stated at £1,296,750 85
and from this he sef apart £406,250 3 for the holy edifice of
Jagannéth. A similar magnificence surrounded the private life of the
Orissa. kings. Their five royal residences (Kataks) still live in popular
tradition ; and although the story of the prince 3% who died just as he
had married his sixty-thousandth wife is doubtless a fable, yet it is
a fable that could only be told of a great and luxurious court.

_How came it that the same amount of revenue which made the
Orissa kings so rich, now leaves the English Governors of the province
8o poor? I have already shown that the great influx of silver, which
European trade poured into India, so decreased the value of that metal
that it sank from t%th the value of gold in the twelfth century, to s4th
or ysth six hundred years later. But even this decrease would not
explain the affluence of the Hindu rulers of Orissa as compared
with the poverty of the English. It is when we consider the value of
silver as expressed, not in gold, but in food, that the explanation
becomes clear. Nothing like a regular record of prices under the
Gangetic dynasty (1132—1332) exists. But fortunately the maximum
prices of food during the great famines, which in almost each genera-
tion decimated Orissa, have come down to us, with the proportion
which those prices bore to the ordinary rates. In the famine at the
beginning of the fourteenth century, unhusked paddy rose to sixty
times its average rate, and sold from six shillings and eightpence to
nine shillings per hundredweight 3. In the next century, under
King Kapilendra (1452—1479 A D.), paddy rose to 62} times the
ordinary price, and fetched from 6s. 114d. to 9s. 11d. per hundred-
weight %3, Stirling, one of our first Commissioners in Orissa, obtained
an ancient paper showing the exact rates under the Gangetic dynasty.
According to it, unhusked paddy sold from just under a penny to

333 Réjh Anang Bhim Deo. 334 4,788,000 Mérhas of gold.

333 1,600,000 Mérhas of gold. Purushottama Chandriké, As. Res. XV,

8 Parushottama, in the Solar List of Kings, described on a previous page.

3 The following chlculation, tho first of the kind in Lower Bengal history, is
submitted with diffidence to Indian statisticians. While I believe that the data here col-
lected are absolutely correct, 1t will be seen that several elcments of uncertainty exist.
In the famine at the heginning of the fourteenth century, paddy rose to 120 kahams

er bharan. The Orissa bharan will be found fully explained in my Stat. Acc. of

uri, App. 1, p. 16. The piddy bharan contains nominally about 9}, but practically
9 cwt. A kéhan is 1,280 cowiies, and 4 kéhans or 5,120 cowres, were taken as the
official rate of exchange per rupec when we first obtained Orissa (in 1803). Afterwards
this rate was complained of, on the ground that a rupee cost 6 or 7 kéhans instead of 4;
and this formed one of the alleged causes of the Khurdha rebellion in 1817. (Mr.
Commissioner Ewer's Report to Chief Secrotary to Government, dated Cuttack, 13th May
1818, para. 95, O.R.). At present the rate is 3,684 cowries to the rupee, the great
difference heing due to the fulji in the value of silver which has rapidly gone on since we
obtained Orissa ; and so far as I can judge, the rate officially fixed in 1804 of 5,120 cowries
per rupee was considerably under the actual rate of exchange. 120 kéhans per bharan of
9 owt. would be 6s. 84. per cwt. at the rate of 4 kihans or 5,120 cowries per rupee, thus:
120 kéhans = 30 rupees or 60 shillings; and if 60 shillings buy 9 ewt., the price of 1
owt. will be 6¢. 84. On the other hand, if we take the lower or present rate of exch
at 3,684 cowrics per rupee, 120 kihans per bharan will equal 9s. 6d. perewt. If we take
the exchange at the alleged old rate of 6 kfhans or 7,680 cowries to the rupes, which I
believe to be neaver the truth, the price would be reduced to 4s. 6d. per cwt. But in this
and the following calculations I have taken tho rates of exchange which would give
the highest possible prices in the fourteenth century, 8o a8 to avoid the risk of overstating
the rise in prices since then.

38 125 kihans per bharan of 9 cwt., i.e., 6s. 11}d. at 4 kihans or 5,120 ocowries
per rupee; and 0s. 114, st the lower rate of exchange of 3,684 cowries per rupes.
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1% of & penny per hundredweight %%, husked rice at 2}d. to 3d. per
hundredweight *°, and cotton at from 2s. 11d. te 3s. 0}d. per hundred-
weight !, .

From the above calculations we cannot take the price of padd
under the Gangetic line (1132—1532 A.D.) at above 1}d. per hundmi
weight. It was probably less. Paddy now costs on the field in Orissa
a shilling per hundredweight, or at least eight times its ancient price.
An almost equal depreciation in the value of silver has gone on in
other parts of India. Thus, in Upper Hindustan, under Alé-ud-din
(1303—1315 A.D.), the officially fixed rate of barley was a little under
gixpence per hundredweight #2, and of peuas fourpence half-penny a
hundredweight **. In the latter part of the century, under Féroz
Shéh (1351—1388 A.D.), the price of barley remained exactly the
same, viz., sixpence per hundredweight **. But no sooner did the
tide of Kuropean trade set in, than the value of silver fell, and at the
time of Akbar (1556—1605 A.D.) the price of barley rose to 93d. per
hundredweight 3°. The price of barley in the same localities is now, on
an average, about three shillings and sixpence per hundredweight retail,
or seven times what it was throughout the fourteenth century.

‘We may therefore fairly assume that, as estimated in the staple food
of the country, tho value of silver in Orissa has fallen to 5t§ of its
purchasing power Wages were regulated then, as now, by the price
of rice, and in fact were mostly paid in grain. The Gangetic dynasty
of Orissa (1132—1532 A D ), with a revenue nominally the same as
our own 6 were therefore, as regards the home products of the
country, and their ability to keep up armies and pompous retinues,
eight times richer than we are. The reason clearly appears why a
revenue which now barely defrays the charge of collection and the cost
of protecting person and property, with one or two absolutely necessary
publiq works, formerly supported a great standing army, a wealthy
hierarthy of priests and ministers of State, and a magnificent royal

-

court. As the native dynasty had practically eight times more revenue

339 Two kihans per bharan of 9 ewt., 1.¢., just under a penny, at 6 kdhansfper rupeo,
14d. at 4 kbhans , and 1} of a penny at 3,584 cowries per rupce

34 Ton cowries per Cuttack seer of 105 tolas

3 One pan and 10 gandas per secr. If, ag gecms possible, the rate in aneient times
was at six or seven instead of 4 kfhans to the rupee, these prices would be a full third
less; and the depreciation in the value of silver would be about one-twelfth instead of
one-eighth of its former purchasing powecr.

2 Four jitals per man. Tho jital was & of the smilver Tanké of 175 grains, or say
¢ of the presont rupee, or a farthing and a balf The man of that period contuined
288 1b. avoirdupois. As barley cost 4 jitals or six farthings per 28:8 1b, the price was a
little under six pence per cwt. For a full discussion of thesc weights, sce Mr. Thomas'
Pathén Kingsof Delhi, p. 161, ed. 1871

33 Three jitals per man. 3 Four jitals per man.

338 dams per man. The dam was officially reckoned at % of a rupee; the man
then contained 65-467 1b. avoirdupois.

3¢ The rovenue under the Gangetio line may in round numbers be sot down at
£486,000, and under the English at £450,000 a year. With regard to the present price
of paddy, the people consider eight annasa cheap rate fora Cuttack masn, containing
107 Ib. avoirdupois; or as nearly a8 may be, a shilling a hundredweight. This is the
rate on the 'fialt.s7 , and a8 will be seen in my Statistical Accounts (Appendices I, 1I, and
IV), the retail price varies in different localities. In Puri district I found thatan
ordinary rate in good sessone was 210 1b. for two shillings. In Balasor town the price
has varied from 240 Ib. per rupee in 1850, to 140 in 1870. These aro the prices of the
common sort of unhunkes paddy, the staple food of the people.
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to spend than we have, so they practically took eight times more from
the people. That is to say, their revenue represented eight times the

quantity of the staple food of the province which our own revenue
represents.

The truth is, that a whole series of intermediate rights has grown
up between the ruling power and the soil I shall show in the next
volume how the native kings of Orissa enjoyed the undivided owner-
ship of the land. Instead of a long line of part-pfoprietors stretching
from the Crown to the cultivator, as at present, and each with a
separate degree of interest in the soil, the plenum domwnium was
firmly bound up and centred in the hands of the Prince ~ The growth
of these intermediate rights forms the most conspicuous phenomenon
in the history of Orissa under its foreign conquerors. For centuries,
urder the Musalméns and Mahrattas, the unhappy province knew no
Government but that of the sword; yel the very roughness of the
public administration allowed private rights to spring up unperceived,
and to harden into permanent charges upon the soil—charges which
its native Princes would never have tolerated Thus from long anarchy
and misery a fair growth of rights has blossomed forth, and the
magnificence, which the Hindu Princes of Orissa voncentrated upen
themselves, is now distributed in the form of moderate prosperity

among a long-descending chain of proprietors, each with his own set
of rights in the land

It is to such miscellaneous imposts as the stamp revenue and salt
tax that the British Government of India has to look for the means
of carrymg on the administration. The native dynasties trusted
almost entirely to the land revenue. They managed to raise an annual
income variously stated at from £406,250 to £570,750, or say
£450,000 a year, between the twelfth and the eighteenth centuries.
This almost exactly corresponds, in figures, to the total revenue
which, by a great machinery of miscellaneous imposts, we now collect
from the province. In actual purchasing power, it amounted to seven
times our present revenue, and supported the magnificence of a Hindu
Coart, with a standing army, an opulent hierarchy, and a costly civil
list. Under British rule, the Orissa revenue barely suffices for the
charges of the local administration.

Had we dealt with the land as the Native rulers did, and con-
sidered it the inalienable property of the State, the land-tax might
possibly still bave sufficed ~ But under our more liberal policy of deve-
loping private rights in the soil at the expense of the public burdens
upon it, the land-tax has become wholly inadequate to the cost of
Government. In 1829—30, the land revenue of Orissa amounted tc
£158,965. In 1836—37, the Government leased out the province for
thirty years; and in 1867 the Legislature renewed that settlement fo:
another period ot thirty years. It now amounts to £168,286, and nc
further incresse can be hoped for till the end of the century. Mean
while, the bare cost of Local Government amouunts to £422,000 ¢
year; and before the end of the century it will in all probability
exoeed half a million. Before the expi

» expiry of the present leases, th
land-tax will yield less than ome-third of the merely local expenditure
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11, therefore, the province is to pay its way, Government will be under
a constant necessity of raising additional revenue by means of the
miscellaneous imposts which are so distasteful to an Indian people.

This difficulty was partly inevitable. No materials have ocome
down showing the precise proportion of the produce of the soil which
the ancient Orissa }i)ynashea took. Many conflicting traditions exist
on the subject, and doubtless the proportion varied in different parts
of the country. The rich delta of Orissa could afford to pay a larger
share to the Prince than less productive arid tracts; and, as & matter
of fact, the R&j&h of Parikud, who still maintains his fiscal indepen-
dence, takes exactly three-fifths of the crop. He, however, like other
Hindu Princes, dealt with the cultivators direct. We, on the other
hand, have allowed a whole series of intermediate holders, each with
his own set of rights, to grow up between the State and the actual
husbandmen ; and practically not one-tenth of the harvest reaches
the public treasury. The following figures will, I think, establish
this fact. The three Orissa districts contain 7,723 square miles, or
4,942,720 acres. At least one-half of this, or say two million and a
half of acres, are under cultivation. The value of the ordinary crops
varies from 10s. to £1 16s. Taking the low average of 15s., the total
value of two million and a half of acres would amount to £1,875,000 ;
and a land-tax of ten per cent. would yield £187,500. Now the actual
land-tax from all sources amounts to £168,286. While, therefore,
a Hindu Prince like the Réjah of Parikud takes three-fifths as his
share of the annual produce of tbe soil, the British Government obtains
not one-tenth of it.

This difference is partly due to the liberality of our land settle-
ment, partly to the growth of intermediate holders; but it is also in a
large degree due to the fact that we take our rent in money and not
in kind. The rent-roll of an Qrissa estate, when offered for sale in
the market, is now found, as a rule, to be double its Government land-
tax. - Of course, extreme instances occur on both sides, but native
gentlemen and pative officers have alike assured me that this is below
rather than above the average In settling with the landholders in
1837, the Company allowed gross reductions to about one-third of the
rent for the charges and risks of collection 3’. The extension of culti-
vation, with the natural rise in rents, has doubled the landholder’s
profits during the past thirty-three years ; so that, as above stated, the
Ig-opn'etor now generally realizes at least as much again as he pays to

overnment. 'lshe landholder, in his turn, collects from the cultivator
as rent from one-half to one-quarter of the actual yield of the land,
or say one-third, Government, therefore, as it only receives at most
one-half of the landholder’s collections, cannot get more than one-sixth
of the net yield of the soil. In reality it receives much less. For it
takes its share, not in grain, but in silver, which is constantly depreci-
ating in value This circumstance further decreases by nearly one-half
the share which the State actually obtains, and reduces its one-sixth to
one-tenth or one-twelfth of the produce of the land. I have shown, on
what I beliete to be irrefraga'bﬁ)a evidence, that the purchasing power

. M7 The theorctical allowanre was ten per cont., but the various extra allowances raise
it to between thirty and forty per cent. in Orissa~vide Vol. I, p. 53.
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of silver in Indie has fallen during the last five hundred years to
one-seyenth of what it was in the thirteenth century. I propose, very
briefly, to prove that this decline, at least in Orissa, is still going on,
that 1t has proceeded at a rapid rate during the present century, and
that at the present moment it continues unchecked.

The period of anarchy which preceded our accession in Orisse in
1803 has left few memorials behind it. But I have brought together,
from the archives of the adjoining district of Ganjam, a series of
papers which illustrate the state of prices a hundred years ago. My
materials commence with the year 1778, and they show the average
price of unhusked rice, except in years of famine, to have been about
84. a hundredweight, and the price of husked rice 1s. 44d. *%. In
Orissa the cost was always about one-third less, and indeed Ganjam
imported a large Eortion of its rice-supply from Puri and Cuttack.
This would show the price of paddy in Orissa to have been under 6d.a
hundredweight ; and when we obtained the province in 1803, 6d. a
hundredweight was comsidered rather a high price. A shilling per
hundredweight is now reckoned a cheap rate for paddy bought cn the
field at harvest time. In 1771 a bullock sold for 10s. which .would
now cost at least 24s., and a sheep from 1ls. to ls. 3d. whose present
price would be at least 4s. The wl}Jlole evidence to be derived from the
official records shows that the average price of staple commodities
towards the end of the last century was less than one-half their present
rates. The wages of laborers bore the same proportion, and palan-
quin-bearers cost 4s. a month who now receive 8s.

We have, however, another means of ascertaining the decline in
the purchasing power of silver. From time immemorial Orissa, like some
other parts of }ndia, has used a local currency of cowrie. “When the
province passed into our hands in 1803, the public accounts were kept
and the revenue was paid in these little shells. In granting liberal
leases to the landholders, however, we stipulated that they should
henceforth pay their land-tax in silver, and fixed the rate of exchange
at 6,120 cowries to the rupee. For many years after our accession
the proprietors bitterly complained that the rupee was worth much
more than this rate, and that, in order to make up their revenue in
silver, they had to pay the village banker from 6,400 to 7,680 cowries
per rupee. This was alleged as one of the causes of the Khurdhé
rebellion in 1817 ; and although the hardships may have been exagge-
rated, the common rate seems {0 have been Eom 6,000 to 7,000 couries
per rupee. But during the last seventy years the value of silver has
steadily declined, and a rupes now only purchases 3,584 of these little

8 In 1778 the price of paddy 1n Ganjam varied from 7d to T{d. per ewt.,

» 1779 7d. to 74d. .

,» 1780 . o T 73d. to 83d. ,

oy 1781 {a yea: of scarcity} 1t rose to .. .. Bid.,

. L782 s i e . .. 93d.;

+» 1783 from s . . .. 9id. to 8dd.

,» 1784 (a year of famine) it sold at the almoat nominal rate of 114d.,
o 17851t fellto ., e .. .. .. Bd.;

. 1788 53 i 3 o - .. 8.,

Y87 .. . e we .. 832 to93d.  After that year
followed & series of famines and disturbances, which vompletely disorganized prices, and
for a time put s stop to importations. The years from 1789 to 1792 are still spoken of as
the period of the first Ganjem famine under our rule.
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shells #?, In 1804 the official exchange was 5,120, and the practical
rate of exchange from 6,460 to 7,680. .

The purchasing power of silver in Orissa has, therefore, declined to
one-half during the last seventy {yea.rs, whether estimated in the local
currency or in the staple food of the province. The depreciation has
of late been accelerated by the vast amount of specie expended upon
the irrigation enterprises, and by the large payments in silver which
have been made to Orissa for rice and other products since the canals
opened up the seaboard These great works practically date from the
year 1860, and during the twenty years between 1850 and 1870 prices
have risen from one-third to one-half. Thus to take the town of Bala-
sor, which exlibits the rise in its extreme degree. In 1850 the hest
unhusked paddy sold at 168 pounds per rupee; in 1870 at 84 pounds,
or just one-half Fine cleaned rice was 100 pounds per rupee in 1850 ;
80 pounds in 1860 ; and 40 peunds in 1870 Common rice has not
visen quite so much, as the cultivation has in the meanwhile extended.
1t was reported at 120 pounds per rupee in 1850 ; 10U pounds in 1860 ;
and 70 pounds in 1870. Wheat sold at 33 pounds per rupee in 1850 ;
29 in 1860 ; and 18 in 1870

The rate vf wages has risen 1 proportion In Balasor, unskilled
laborers earned a penny halfpenny a day in 1850 ; they now get from
twopence halfpenny to threepence. Carpenters’ wages were in 1850
threspence a day ; they are now fivepence farthing. Smiths and brick-
layers could be had at threepence three farthings in 1850 ; they now
earn sixpence. If we take the two other large cities in Orissa, Cuttack
and Puri, the same results appear In Cuttack, day-laborers received
twopence farthing in 1850 ; they now obtain threepence three farthings.
Smiths got fourpence halfpenny in 1850 ; they now earn sixpence
Bricklayers’ wages have risen more rapidly, or, from twopence farthing
in 1850, to sixpence 1n 1870. In Puri, thc money wages are officially
returned at the following rates; unskilled laborers in Puri town, tour-
pence a day; n the rural parts twopence halfpenny. Their wages
twelve years ago were twopence haltpenny in the town, and three
halfpence in the country In 1860, smiths and carpenters got three-
pence three farthings in the town, and twopence in the country ; they
now get sixpence a day in the town and threepence three farthings in
the country. Bricklayers, who used to get fourpence halfpenny in the
town twelve years ago, now get sevenpence halfpenny

Within the last twenty years, therefore, the Erica of food in the
large city of Balasor has almost doubled ; and throughout the whole
province, so far as statistics exist, it has risen by about one-third The
rates of wages have also increased by upwards of ome-third during
the same period. That these results are due, not to any altered degree
of pressure of the population on the land, or in their demands on the
food of the province, is clear from the following fact. While town
wages, which are paid in money, have thus risen, agricultural wages,
which are paid in kind, have remained absolutely the same. The field-
laborer has always earned a lower wage than unskilled workmen in the
towns. In 1850 he recsived from twelve to fiftéen pounds of unhusked

P

4% The rate, of course, varies, but I am informed that 14 gandas or 68 cowries
pice has of late been the ruling exchange in the larger merts. Thisgives 8,884 tom
m‘
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paddy per diem according to the locality ; and at the present day he
receives exaotly twelve to fifteen pounds according to the locality. A«

wages that are paid in money have risen by more than one-third ; all wages
that are paid in kind reman the same.

These, it should be remembered, are the results of only twenty
years. During this brief period, silver has lost more than a third of
its purchasing power, whether expressed in wages, or in the staple
food of the people. Indeed, one Bistrict officer reports to me that the

rice of food has doubled within twelve years. e public revenuss
ga.ve been depreciated to at least one-third of their former purchasing
power, whether expressed 1n wages or in grain. I have already shown
that the value of silver, as estimated in the popular or cowrie currency,
has tallen thirty per cent 3 since 1804, even calculated at the rate .of
exchange which Government then arbitrarily fixed in its own favour
If computed according to the actual rate of exchange then current, it
has decreased by one-half. Had our first administrators contented
themselves with taking payment in siver at the current rate of the
cowrie exchange, the Orissa land-tax would pow have been double
what it is at present But had they resolved to collect it at a grain
valuation, according to Akbar’s wise policy, it would now be more than
double; for the prices of food have rather more than doubled sinoce
1804 The system of paying the land-tax by a grain valuation appears
to me to be the best means of giving stability to the Indian revenues.
In Orissa, it would have enabled us to reduce the salt duty to the easy
Madras rate; it would have saved the necessity of an income-tax
altogether ; and by shorter leases, it would now yield as large an income
as the total which we extract by a variety of vexatious burdens.

The esperience of the past few years shows that the fall in value
of silver still continues. Iivery morning the Government of India
wakes up poorer than when 1t went to bed the night before A lakh of
rupees in 1850 represented a great deal more in actual purchasing power
than a lakh ot rupeesin 1860 ; and a lakh of rupees in 1860 repre-
sented a great deal more than it did in 1870  Apart, therefore, from
the cost of increased efficiency in the admimstration, the English in
India must inevitably go on increasing the miscellaneous public
burdens so obnoxious to the people, as long as the land-tax is calculated
in silver. The one remedy is a grain valuation, either struck annually
or revised at intervals of about five years. It might be possible to
suggest several sources of revenue, such as a duty on Pan, the aromatic
leaf that the people chew instead of tobacco, which would be less
unpopula.r than the income-tax. But miscellaneous imposts, however
unobjectionable in themselves, are mere makeshifts and stop-gaps ina
fiscal system like that of Bengal. The seoret of making India pay is
the due conservation of the land-tax; and in order to conserve the land-
tax, it must be estimated, not, as in Orissa, upon the so-called rent of
the landholder, but upon the actual produce of the soil. Until this
necessity is realized and acted upon, every few years will bring a
fresh set of financial embarrassments. Under the present system, with-
owt addng & single Judge, or Magistrate, or officer of any sort to the
Civil List ; without granting one of the administrative improvements

3,684

0 Te., 555 ™ 70 per cent , showing a decrease of 30 per cent.
!
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which India’s rapid advance in civilisation suggests; without under-

taking any of the rural public works which a tropical country so

urgently requires ; without allowing a rupee for bringing our materiel

of war up to the modern Kuropean standard ; the Ingi&n Government

will find at the end of each ten years the revenue which sufficed at the

l';ginning of the decade altogether insufficient at the olose of it.—
unter’s “ Orissa.”

(C.)—Extract from the Article on *“ India ” w Hunter’s
“ Gusetteer of India.”

Revenues of the Moghul Emperors at thirteen various periods, from
1593 to 1761,' from a smaller area and population than those of
British India.

Revenue from

i Moghul Emperors Authonty | Land revenue. a1l sonses
: £ £
1. Akbar, A D 1593 | Nishm-ud.din, not for . 32,000,000
all India
Do ,, - I: Allowance for Provin- . 2 10,000,000

c1al Troops * (buma) . i
i Net 42,000,000

2. Akbar, A D 1594,, | Abdul Fazl, MSS., not Nat 16,574,388 .
for all India i

L3. Do 5 s <« | Official documents not ,s 16,582,440 -
for all India .
4. Do. . 1605,, ' Indian authorities quot- s 17,450,000 ..
) | ed by DeLéet.
| 6. Jehéngir, A D 1609 | Captain Hawkina .. .. Net 50,000,000
. —1L, |
6. Do ,» 1628 | Abdunl Hamid Léhori .. | Net 17,500,000 ..
7. 8héh Jehén, A.D. Do. . v 22,000,000 -
164849, G 26.743.97
W3ross 26,743,970
8. Aurangzeb, ﬁ’iﬁna ! Official documents ., ‘ Net 24:056:114 i
9. Do. AD. | Later official docu- { {Gross 86,641,431 f}
1670 (7) mentas. Net 34,605,800 .t
10. Do A D | Gemelli Caveri .. e ¢ Net 80,000,000
1685, i
11, Do A D | Manucei Catrou .. Net38,715,400' , 77,488,800
1697 !
12.  Do. AD. ! Ramuss o ., 30,179,692 .
1707
13. Shéh Alum A D, | Official statement pre- | ,, 34,506,640 '
1781, sented to Ahmad Shéh | '
Abdali on his entering | |
Delhi. |

! |

= = pm— S —— S — ——

} The above table is reproduced from Mr. Edward Thomas' Rsvenus Rosourses of the
Xagc;l Emgwre, published in 1871, and has been revised by him trom materials whith
ho has _collected since that date.—I insert the words met and grope by his direction.

% This is the lowest estimate at which the Bumi or Landwehr, in contradictipn to the
ﬁoynlig.hmy, can be reckoned.—Mr. Thomas' Revemus Resonross of the Moghul Bmpire,
page 14



The following statement shows the revenues from the provinoes of
the Delbi Empire under Emperor 8héh Jehén, 1848-49 :—

In India.
Provinces. Land-tax.
RS,

1. Delbi e 26,000,000
2. Agra ... . 22,600,060
3. Lahore ... 22,500,000
4. Ajmere ... ... 15,000,000
5. Daulatabad ... . 18,750,000
6. Berar ... o 18,750,000
7. Abmedabsd ... ... 18,250,000
8. Bengal .® 12,600,000
9. Allahabad w. 10,000,000
10. Bebar . 10,000,000
11. Malwa ... 10,000,000
12. Khandeish ... . 10,000,000
18. Oudh 7,600,000
14. Telingana 7,600,000
15. Multan 7,000,000
16. Orissa 5,000,000
17. Tatta (Bind) ... 2,000,000
18. Baglanah 500,000

Total for all India ... 207,760,000
19, Kashmere 3,750,000
20. Kabul I 4,000,000
21. Belkh 2,000,000
22. Eandahar 1,500,000
28. Badskhshau ... 1,000,000

Total ... 220,000,000

Aurangseb.~— All Northern India except Agsam and the greater part
of SBouthern India paid revenue to Aurangzeb. His Indian Provinces
covered nearly as large an area as the British Empire at the present
day, although their dependence on the central Government was less
direct. From these provinces his net land revenue demand is returned
at 30 to 38 millions sterling, a sum which represented at least three
times the purchasing power of the land revenue of British India at the
present day. But it is doubtful whether the enormous demand of 38
millions was fully realized during any series of years, even at the height
of Aurangzeb’s power, before he left Delhi for his long southern wars.
It was estimated at only 30 millions in the last year of his reign, after

“his absence of a quarter of a century in the Deccan. Fiscal oppressions
led to evasions and revolts, while some or other of the provinces were
always in open war against the Emperor. The table given below
exhibits the E{oghul empire in its final development in 1697, just before
it began to break up. The standard return of Aurangzeb’s land
revenue was net £34,505,890 ; and this remained the nominal demand
in the accounts of the central exchequer during the next half century,
notwithstanding that the Empire had fallen to pieces. When
Afghan invader, Ahmad Shéh Duréni, entered Delhi-in 1761, the

. Treasury officers presented him with a statement showing the land

;7evenue of the Empire at £34,506,640. The highest land revenue &f
Aurgngzeb, after his annexations in Southern India and before his

“final reverses, was 38} millions sterling ; of which close on 88 millions

“were from Indian Provinces. The total revenue of Aurangseb was
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estimated in 1695 at 80 millions and in 1697 at 773 millions sterling.
The gross taxation levied from British India, deducting the opium
excise, which is paid by the Chinese consumer, averaged 35} millions
sterling during the ten years ending 1879,

Land revenue of Aurangzeb mn 1697 i Land revenue of Aurangzeb m 1707
(acoording to Manuect) | {according to Ramusis).
|
RS, n8
1. Delh .. . . 12,550,000 1. Delhi ,, . .o 30,648,763
2. Agra . .. .| 22,203,560 | 2 Agra . _ .. 28,669,008
3. Lahore .. 1 23,305,000 | 3 Afmere .. .. 16,308,634
4. Ajmere - 21,900,002 4 lahabad . oy 11,413,681
5. Guzerat ) "1 23,396,000 | 6 Pumab L. .. 20,853,302
8. Malwa o 9,906,250 | 6 Ond .. 8058195
7. Behar , " | 12,150,000 | 7. Multan D 5361073
8 Multan L 5,025,000 | B. Guzerat 0 15,196,228
9. Tatta (Sind> . 6,002,000 | 9. Behar . L 10,179,026
10, Bakar e 2,400,000 {10 Smmd .. .. .. 2,295,420
11, Orissa 5,707,500 | 11. Doulatabad .. . 26,873,627
12. Allahabad . . 7.738.000 |12 Malwa . . 10,097,641
13. Duuan .. 16,204,750 | 13 Berar .. . .. 15,350,625
14, Berar .. s 15,807,500 |14 Khandeish - 11,215,750
16. Khandeish . . 11,105,000 |15 Beduar .. . : 9,324,359
16, Baglanah . .| 6.885,000 |16 Bengal ... 13,115,906
17. Nande (Nandair) . 7,200,000 | 17. Orissa ., .. . 3,570,600
18. Bengal . .. | 40,000,000 |18 Hyderabad o, 21,834,000
19. Ujain ., - 20,000,000 |19 Bijapw . .. 26,957,625
20. Rajmahal . .. | 10050000
21. Bijapur e g 50,000,000
22. Golconda r & 50,000,000
Totul .. | 379,534,552 Total .. 292,023,147
23. Kashmere .. 3,606,000 |20 Kashmere .. P 5,747,734
24. Eabul .. i ¥ 3,207,250 | 21. Kabul 54 : 4,025,983
Grand Total . | 886,246,802 Grand Total 301,796,864
or q or
*£38,624,680 | £30,179,686
1

The above lists have been taken from Edward Thomas’ Resources
of the Moghul Empire, pages 46 and 50.

' (D.)—Eztract from the Jowrnal of the Archaoloyical Survey of India,
Vol. 1V,

Translation of a copper-plate grant, dated the 23rd year of Rajendra
ggzla (pmgzbly A.D. 1046).

Hail to Kovirajakesaripanma, the Chakravarti Sri Kuldttungassla-
déva, swaying his sceptre over all the directions of the west sea of
Vikklar and Singalar (%eylon). He, in the twentieth year of his reign,
while graciously seated on Kalingardyan, the temple throne placed in
the Tirumafjanasalai’ inside the temple of the town of Ahavamallaku-
lakearalpuram otherwise called Ayirattali, was requested by the king of

! The apartment in the temple where water is stored for bathing the idol.
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Kidﬂ.mtoﬂexampt the villages belonging to the temple of Rajendrasdiar
perumballi and Bajaraj a.pemmb:ﬁf ﬁgiah were b$ in 86 i
%a.t,{,a.gs., gituated in Pattanskkirru division of the fertile country of
eyamanikkavalanadu from the taxes of antardya,? viradishai, ® panmai~
pandavetti* and kundih® and to permit the exchange of the possession
of lands from the old inhabitants to the temple. Thus at the request of
the king of Kidara which was reported by his messengers, we graciously
issue this order to our agent, Rajarajamuvendavélan, to execute copper
plate document to this effect. The lands and produce belonging to the
temﬁla of Rajarajaperumballi, which was built in S5lakulavallipaitans
in the division of Pattanakkarru of the fertile country of Keyamanik-
kavalanidu ; ninety-seven and three-eightieths and a-hundred-and
sixtieth ® (s2lis ") of land in Anaimangalam of Pattapakkarru are now
fixed in the possession of the temple in exchange of the owners with
the caloulated ® paddy produce of 8,948 kalams, 2 titms, 1 kuruni, and
8 nalis, and the settled * paddy produce of 4,508 kalams, 12§ (velis) of
lands given to Brahmans of Anaimangalam with the calculated produce
of 400 kalams and the settled paddy produce of 560 kalams ; 274 and
s and 1}y (velis) of land in uﬁji{,kudi of this country with the
calculated paddy produce of 2,779 kalams, 1 tan: and 4 nafis and the
settled pa.chl’y produce of 1,806 Aalams, 106 {5 (velis) of Jand in Amar
of Tiruvarar division, with the calculated paddy produce of 10,606
kalams, 2 titnis and 2 kurums and settled produce of 5,850 kalams, 703
and 4% (velis) of land in Napalar, otherwise called Vadakudi of the
country of Alanddu, with the calculated paddy produce of 6,614 kalams,
5 kurunis and 1 ndli and the settled paddy produce of 2,840 kalams.
10 % and % and 1}g and 5y} and gy (velis) of land of Kilachan-
dirappadi of this country with the calculated paddy produce of 1,012
kalams and b kurunis ; 60% (velis) of land given as donations to the
Brahmans of Palaiyir of this country with the calculated paddy produce
of 1,000 kalams and the settled paddy produce of 1,500 kalams. 87}
(velis) of land in Puttakkudi of Kurumbar division of the fertile country
of Jayankondaédlavalaniddu with the caloulated paddy produce of 8,720
kalams and the settled paddy produce of 6,107 kalams; 35% {velis) of
land in Udayamarttan-fanallﬂr of Idaikkalinadu of the fertile country
of Vijayardjéndraédlavalanadu with the calculated paddy produce of 12
kalams and 5 Aurunis and the settled paddy produce of 135 kalams, 3
kurunis and the settled dry land tﬁaddy produce of 78 kalams and 5
kurunis as favorably fixed during the settlement of taxes. Half of this
the above stated lands and E:ia uce shall be in the enjoyment of this
temple and the other half shall cover the several expenses of anardya,

3 Tt may possibly be interpreted import duties.

3 Fees given to the temple at marriages—a practice which in all Hindu societies oon-
tinuea to this day.

¢ Fee for the use of old paths.

8 Kunddliis un axe for outting wood (generally fuel wood for use in the honess). 1t ic
not plain whether by this the ancient Chola kings also levied a tax on the use of arms, or
whether it is a tax on cutting firewood in foreats.

¢ The Tamil way of expreszing fractions. The mode of expression would be lost if it
were translatod 971§y instead of 974 and 1.

7 The mensurement of land is-not given. The grant being in the Tafijore district,
Avcording vo the way of calenlation there we may roughly tranalate nelis.

% and ® Calonlated andu’bﬂedmgtdtl{npmdm Even now the lands have these two
systems, the former caloulated produce having been fixed in past times,
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panmaipandavetti, and other taxes inourred in money or paddy by this
village. Thus for the exemption from taxation and for the exchange
of the lands from the former owners to the temple we issue this order.

Thus 31% and #; and 5 (velis) of land within the four boundaries
with all the taxes of anfardya and panmapendavetti and others exempted
we give to the temple. :

Note.—The terms  calculated produce ' and *‘ settled produce ” in the
above inscription probably refer to the gross produce and the portion of it
representing Government share. If this surmise be correct, the Govern-
ment share, it will be seen, exceeded a half in somo cases In one or two
cases there must be a mistake in the transcription of the inscription as the
“ gettled produce "’ given exceeds the ¢ calculated produce.” It is assumed
that the figures representing the superficial contents of lands denote
‘“velis "’—a veli being equivalent to 6% acres. ‘““Veh” is an ancient
measure and there is no tradition current in the Tanjore district showing
that either the extent of a veli has been altered or that any other lan
measure was at any time in use.

The following extract from a grant, dated A.D. 1084 by Kulothunga-
chola shows the taxes and seignioral dues levied in the times
of the Cholas in the Tanjore district.

- » * *

may you enjoy the several trees and the enjoyment and cultivation of
mango trees ; may you have the privilege of opening up big oil-
presses ; may you enjoy the upper irrigation and straining in the
channels that, passing through t%is village, irrigate other villages ;
may you enjoy the upper irrigation and straining in the channels
that, passing from other villages, come to this village. The cocoa and

almyra trees cultivated in this village shall not be climbed up by the
lavar \° ; may you enjoy the privilege of the planting of (pillars for)
toranas ™ as befitting your position. For the enjoyment of the above
ights ; may you enjoy also the nadatchi, the Aratchi, one ndls (of rice
collection) for every vatti (platter), one ndli (of rice collection) on (the
days sacred to) the manes, the tax on weddings, the (tax on) washer-
men’s stones, the tax on potters, the rent on water, the leaves collec-
tion, 1 a cloth for (every) loom, the brokerage, the taxes on gold-
smiths, the tax on neatherds, the tax on sheep, the good cow, the good
bull, the watoch of the country, the guana, tortoise, frog and others of
the kind in the common embankments inside (the village) ; may you
enjoy the right of sowing Kar, the supreme management, the ikudi
?etitions and other rights even without the exception of the lands used
or raising good crops. For the enjoyment of the above rights, may
Fou enjoy also the right of irrigating by obstructing the water by
embankments, of straining and allowing the flow of the current. May

10 Literally the polluted, which term is meant the nédares or sdndrs, commonly
called the toddy-tree ¢:11.m‘maru.}:’y '
11 The gate of & house in Bansknt, but it also means festoons strung of green leaves,

generally mango leaves.
¥ For manure or to be used as dishes for eating in taking meals.
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enjoy the right of the upper irrigation and straining in the chan~
J:a,;:l ittl]'igsting this land ; in fhese channels none (else’)nﬁm.ll enjoy the
right of eutting up branch channels, of obslmoﬁn% the water, of shut-
ting up the lower sluices, of raising up the water by obstructions, and
of lifting up water by baskets. t none obstruct the common run-
ning water or use that water for purposes of irriistion by obstructing
its oourse. Let none raise round-about storeyed houses and mansions
or sink unwalled wells or enjoy the proceeds of the cocoanut trees
yielding (cocoanuts), damanakam '3, marei M, {ruvéli 3, senpaka, the blue
lily, mango, jack, areca-nut, palmyra

(B.)—The following abstract shows the revenue in paddy which a number
-of villages in the Chola and other countries assigned to the temple at
Tanjore by the Chola King Rajaraja deva in the 29th year of his
reign (end of the tenth century) had to pay to the Tanjore temple as
recorded in the inscriplions on the walls of the temple.

: N 3 Extent of tax- Revenue ble‘.
5 Names of villages 1 poying lands. | in wﬁ;"
T
} VELIS. 1 KALAMS.
1. Palaiyur (Inganadu) i 1251 12,630
2. Arappar  do. 0. ©@ &n Bel 107 " 10,745
3. Kirandevankud: in Infanadu ig o o 41 i 4,070
4. — o, .. e | 213 | 2,183
5 — do - . s 1156 i 11,526
6. Tannirkunram do. - - - 34 8,378
;. Kirva;d‘_u.ga.kkudt ?12. a i ¥ 22} . 2,2;2
9. Usikkannangudi do - e b 518
10. Vadavirmiyanpallam do - 3 wo 23 2,393
11. Arakkankudi (Tirunaraiyurnadu) - 6 6656
12. Pidarusert do. " " b 535
13. Nerkuppai kg‘iramunadu) ‘e . 37 3,722
14, Maruttuvakkudi (Innambarnadu) st . 29 2,967
15. Tiruttevankudi (Tiravalinadu) - : 29 2,900
16. Anpanur EMi T e . 75 | 5,860
17. Ingaiyur (Kilpalara) - - , 42 ! 4,278
18. Papama m (Kilpalaru) .. . 4 4,072
19. Battanpadi ::113. - - i 12 l,zgg
20. — 3 " .
21. Mandottam do. - ; ; 14d i 1,466
23. Iraiyanseri do. e B : 114 ; 1,169
28. Venl onk:gf %0 - 3% ;83 i :,‘;ﬁ
24. Maganikudi 0 « . | 4
25. 8iru Bembura: do. . - - 6 1 612
26. Turaiyur do. e e e 149} . 14,888
27. Karimangalam do. & ‘e . , 11 ' 1,083

Note.—The denomination in which the extent of lands mentioned in the inscriptions’
ven, has not been specifically stated, but it is assumed to be ‘¢Velia' (1 veli == 6§ acres) i
ﬂoﬂ land measure in use in the Tanjore district from time immemorial. The * kalam
grain "measure_referred to is equivalent to 12 adevallan merkals. An adavallan is
somewhat smaller merkal than that now in use. The old merkal m in th

'begl.:nhg of the century to contain 192 tolas of rice. ~The present contains 34
pe

N e =

12 gnd ¥ Fragrant shrabs.
15 Iruodli is & shrad, the roote of which are very fragrant,

]



SECTION II.[THE OONDITION OF THE PRESIDENCY
AT THE END OF THE 18ru CENTURY WHEN MOST
OF THE PROVINCES OF SOUTHERN INDIA WERE
ACQUIRED BY THE BRITISH. ']

[(A.)—-—E.ctracta Jfrom official reports showing the condition of the several
districts at the tume they came under British admimstration.

LNortﬁem Curcars—Gangam, Visagapatam, Goddvar: (acquired from
the Nizam m 1768), Krstna (acquired from the Nizam i 1759 and 1768),
Palnad (acquired from the Nabob of Carnatic in 1801).—The zemindari
lands are situated in the hill country of the westérn frontier, and in
the plains between the hills and the sea The hill zemindars, secure
in the woody and unwholesome heights which they inhabited, and
enoouraged by the hope of an eventual asylum in the dominions of
the Nizam or of the Rajah of Berar, had oiten furnished examples of
successful depredation and unpunished revolt. They were surrounded
by military tenants, whose lands were held on stipulations of personal
service, and whose attachment to their chiefs was increased by the
bond of family connection These zemndars consisted of three classes :
First, the Velmas of Tellinga origin, who were driven fromsthe Carna-
tio in the year 16562 by the Muhammadan arms, and who established
themselves on the borders of the Kistna Second, the Rachewars, of
the race of ancient sovereigns of Orissa, who were also compelled by
the Muhammadans to relinquish the plains of the Circars, and retired
to the highland woods that formed their western frontier. Their pos-
sessions are principally situated to the north of the Godévari. Third,
the Wooriars being petty chieftains of the military tribe, who, after
the overthrow of the empire of Orissa by the Muhammadans, were
enabled, from their local situation, to acquire an independent jurisdie-
tion. Their possessions are chiefly situated in the highlands in the
northern division of Chicacole.

The zemindars in the plains could boast of no higher extraction
than bemng descended from the officers and revenue agents of the
sovereigns of Orissa, who were employed by the Musalmén oconquerors
in the management of their new acquisitions, and who appear to have
first aaqmreacf lands and influence, after the conquest of Aurangzeb,
and during the distracted administration of his children.

The military force of the zemindars, like that maintained by the
Poligars in the modern possessions under the Madras (Government, con.
gisted of three descriptions. First, the Common peons, who were paid
in money and whose constant atfendance was expected. Secondly,
the Mocassa peons, who were paid by grants of land, subjeot to a quit~ -
rent only. Thirdly, the Mannoverfy peons, who consisted of
tensnts of & higher order, and who were bound to bring their
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with them to the field. At the time the Circars came into the hands
of the Company, the zemindars were, for the most part, in & very
irregular state of subjection to Nizam Ally. During the weakness of
his Fovernment and that of his predecessors, they had embraced e

opportanity to extend their power, and to assume a degree of independ-
ence incompatible with any other character than that of tributary
ohiefs In the pursuit of these views, they were assisted by the sue-
ocessive wars and contentions for empire, which followed the death of
Aurangzeb in 1707 Amidst these convulsions arose a dispute for the
succession to the soubahship of the Deccan, in which Nizam-ul-Mulk,
by maintaining himself in opposition to the orders of the Moghul,
excited the zemindars to disregard an authority, which then possessed
not the means of enforcing their obedience. During the period of
Nizam-ul-Mulk’s usurpation, little progress was made in redacing these
countries to a state of order; and a second contest for the Government
of the Deccan arising upon his death in 1749, the confusion of the
internal Government was continued and increased Such was the state
of the Northern Circars when obtained by the French At the com-
menocement of their administration, they made the Zemindars feel the
weight of their power; but being called upon to march their troope into
different parts of the country, for the purpose of supporting Salabut
Jung, before their authority was established, they were soon driven to
the necessity of temporizing with those they had attempted to subdue,
and disorders ensued, which prevailed from the time the ¥rench were
expelled the Circars. They reverted to the Government of the Nizam,
under whom they continued to the period when they were transferred
to the knglish East India Company. In that interval, the whole sys-
tem of internal management had become disorganized. Not only the

forms, but even the remembrance of civil authority, seemed to be
wholly lost

L] L * *

f ... By the custom of the Hindoo Government, the cultivators were
entitled to one-half of the paddy produced (that is, grain in the husk)
depending upon the periodical rains. Of the crops from the dry grain
lands, watered by. artificial means, the share of the cultivator was about
two-thirds These were the proportions which geneially obtained ; but

artioular oastes were sllowed a larger share, as well as strangers, that
15, those ryots who were not fixed residents in the villages. Before the
harvest commenced the quantity of the crop was ascertained in the
presence of the inhabitants and village servants, by the survey of per-
sons unoonnected with the village, who, from habit, were particularly
gkilful and expert in judging of the amount of the produce, and who,
in the adjustment of this business, were materially aided by a reference
to the produce of former years, as recorded by the accountants of the

i . The cultivators were at liberty, if they thought it necessary,
to make another survey by people of their own ; and if any material

diffarence ared in the two estimates, a third account was taken,
utider the of the village officers. The quantity which belonged

to the Government being thus ascertained, it was received in kind or in
money. Before the division took place, certain deductions were made
from the gross produce, which the Committee will hereafter explain.,
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Of the plantation or garden culture, whioch was of greater value than
the other descriptions of produce, no larger portion was demanded from
the ryots than one-fourth to one-eighth of the entire yearly crop,
(waolgng to the additional expense, trouble and time required in
bringing such articles to maturity, and the distance and hazard of
carrying them to market. The rule with respect to these superior
artioles, as well as small grains, was to assess them with a fixed money-
rent, not liable to fluctuation, as the produce might be more or less.

Such were the rights of the ryots according to the ancient usage of
the country. In consequence, however, of the changes introduced by
the Muhammadan conquest, and the many abuses, which later times had
established, the share really enjoyed by the ryots was often reduced to
a sixth, and but seldom exceeded a fifth ; for instead of the former usage,
the expedient of an impost originally founded on a measurement of the
arable land, and of additional assessments in proportion to that impost,
was generally adopted, and the amount of such additional assessments
hud no bounds, but those which limited the supposed ability of the
husbandman In those parts of the country where the practice of
receiving rents in kind, or by a monied valuation of the actual produce,
still obtained, the cultivators were reduced to an equally unfavorable
situation by the arbitrary demands and contributions to which they
were subjected beyond the stipulated rent. The effects of this unjust
system were considerably augmented by the custom which had become
common with the zemindars, and to which your Committee have already
alluded, of sub-renting their lands to farmers, whom they armed with
unrestricted powers of collection, and who were thus enabled to dis-
regard, whenever it suited their purpose, the engagements they entered
into with the ryots, besides practising every species of oppression, which
an unfeeling motive of self-interest could suggest. If they agreed with
the cultivators at the commencement of the year for a rent in money,
and the season proved an abundant one, they then insisted on receiving
their dues in kind. When they did take their rents in specie, they
hardly ever failed to collect & part of them before the harvest time had
arrived and the crops were cut, which reduced the ryots to the mneces-
sity of borrowing from money-lenders at a heavy interest of 3, 4 and 5
per cent. per month, the sums requisite to make good the anticipated
payments that were demanded of them. If from calamity or other
cause the ryots were the least remiss in the discharge of their rents,
the officers of the renters were instantly quartered upon them, and these
officers they were obliged to maintain until they might be recalled on
the demand being satisfied. It was also a frequent practice with the
renters to remove the inhabitants from fertile lands, in order to bestow
them on their friends and favourites ; and to oblige the ryots to assist
them, when they happened to be farmers, in the tilling of their lands,
and to furnish them gratuitously with laborers, bullocks, carte and
straw

In addition to the assessment on the lands, or the shares of their
E:)lduoe veceived from the inhabitants, they were subject to the duties
ied on the inland trade, which were collected by the renters under
the semindars. These duties, which went by the name of Sayer, as
they éxtended to grain, to cattle, to salt and all the other necessaries of
life passing through the country, and were collected by corrupt, partial,
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and extortionate agents, produced the worst effects on the state of
society, by not only checking the progress of industry, essing the
manufacturer, and causing him to debase his manufacture, but also by
clogging the beneficial operations of commerce in ﬁeneml, and abridg-
ing the cowforts of the people at large. This latter description of
imposts was originally considered as a branch of revenue too much
exposed to abuses to be entrusted to persons not liable to restraint and
punishment. It was, therefore, retained under the immediate managee
ment of the Government. The first rates were easy, and the custom-
houses few ; but in the general relaxation of authority prevailing in the
Ulroars, this mode of raising revenue for the support of govemment was
scandalously abused. In the course of a little time, new duties were
introduced under the pretence of charitable and religious donations, as
fees to the chokedars or account-keepers, guards and other officers at
the stations ; as protection money to a zemindar, or as a present to those
who farmed the duties. Not only had the duties been from time to
time raised in their amounf, and multiplied 1 their number, at the
discretion of the gemindars and the renters under them, but they were
at length levied at almost every stage, and on every successive transfer
of property Uniformity in the principles of collection was completely
wanting ; a different mode of taxation prevailing in every district, in
respect of all the varieties of goods and other articles subject to impost.
This consuming system of oppression had, in some instances, Eeen
aggravated by the Company’s Government, which, when possessed of a
few factories, with & small extent of territory around them, adopted the
measure of placing chokies or custom stations in the vicinity of each,
for the purpose of ascertaining the state of trade within their own
limits, as well as to afford them a source of revenue Under the head
of Sayer revenue was also included a variety of taxes indefinite in their
amount, and vexatious in their nature, called mofurpha ; they consisted
of imposts on houses, on the implements of agriculture, on looms, on
merchants, on artificers, and other professions and castes.—(Ewtract
Srom the Fyfth Report of the Parlvmentary Commttec for East India
affairs, 1813.)

LN??(ore Dustrict (acquired from the Nabob of Carnatic in IBOI)J-The
district of Nellore did not suffer much in comparison with the rest of
the Carnatic in the wars which took place in the latter half of the 18th
century ; and being exempt from the presence of armies, was saved from
the devastation and drain on the population inseparable therefrom. Its
proximity to the seat of Government, however, exposed it in a peculiar
degree to the a and mis-government which characterised the
Nabob’s durbar. e mass of the people were cultivators who were
ground down by the renters and left nothing but their ploughs and
oattle. ] There was no monied class. The head inhabitants who had
been “Bub-renters had amassed some wealth, which they hoarded.
Persons who lived by trade were few. . . . . . Roads, properly
so called, thero were none and the lines of traffic were inf by
robbers and dacoits. The trade of the district was unimportant and theg
only outlet for it was by the sea. The chief eommodities were grain
mﬂy sobacoo and some cloth, while cattle were exported in some quantity
principally to Hyderabad, The trade in oloth was the most considerable
at one time. There were a number of Moghul merchants who
for the market in Bassora and the Perman Gulf, but the
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obtained aesscss to those markets about 1800 ; and the Indian merchan-
dise being undersold, the trade declined. The grain traflic was not
great. fhe demand was chiefly in the southern gjstﬁcts and the only
means of transport by sea, on native craft ; and the winds prevailing at
the harvest season being contrary, the transport was precarious and the
trade small. The enormous expense of land carriage was prohibitive.
Carts were not obtainable. All goods were conveyed on bullbcks (the
cost of transporting 1 putti of grain was 1 stur pagoda and 5 fanams for
every 8 miles in 1805. This is about one-third of .the average price
of that quantity ruling throughout the district). m‘hese diffioulties,
combined with oppressive customs and other taxation and the insecurity
of the roads, completely paralysed trade. The confusion and uncer-
tainty of the revenue system ; the oppression of the renters, themselves
the victims of the rapacity of the Nabobs and compelled to recou
themselves by exactions from their people ; the fraud and venality whie
had infected all ranks ; the poverty of the cultivators who were nine-
tenths of the community ; their ignorance and apathetic indifference to
their own impiovement ; the stagnation of trade and manufacture conse-

uent on restrictive taxation and general insecurity ; the depredations of

oligars and Kavalgars, the supposed guardians of the public security ;
the total want of a system of judicature; all these combined to produce
a state of things wretched in the extreme, and from which it would be
vain to hope for sudden or rapid improvementj( The Nellore District
Manual.)

Ceded Districts— Bellary and Cuddapah (acguired from the Nizam in
1800).—The state of the districts in 1800, when they were ceded by the
Nizam, has been thus described : Probably no part of Southern India
was in & more unsettled state or less acquainted either by experience
or by tradition with the blessings of settled Government, the collection of
the revenue being entirely entrusted to zemindars. Poligars and potails
each of these became the leader of a little army and carried on destrue-
tive feuds with the villages immediately contiguous to him. Bands of
robbers wandered through the country, plundering and murdering such
travellers as refused to submit to their exactions, while the Government,
conscious of its weakness, scarcely attempted to interfere. It is com-
puted that in the year 1800, when the Ceded distriots were transferred
to the Company’s rule, there were scattered through them, exclusive of
the Nizam’s troops, 80,000 armed peons ; the whole of them, under the
eommand of 80 Poligars, subsisted by rapine and committed everywhere
the greatest excesses.

Kurnool (acquired from the Nabob of Kurnool, 1838).~It is impos-
sible to draw out anty history of the revenue management of the country
during the time of the Nabobs. There were no laws between the
governing and the qommed, the taxer and the taxed, except the ruler’s
own will. The little that we can learn of the internal economy of the
country, before the immediate rule of the British, shows us that the
manner of imposition of the revenue was most arbitrary and the colleo«
tion most iniquitous. The whole known history, with the honorable
exveption of Manauwar Khan’s rule, is but a series of acts of oppressi
and viplence on the part of the Nabob, and passive resistance or flight
on, the - part of the people. "} Mr. Blane, the Commissioner, on t}
sssumption of the eountry, tly mentions these faots and shows



XV

that the population was about one-half in proportion to that of the
surrounding districts. There are, however, mow fow records of those
times extant. The story of their destruction is amusing. The British
soldiers who were employed in installing Manasuwar Khan on the
throne took a fancy to the cloths in which the records were wrapt and
pilfered them, throwing the records into inextricable confusion. When
Manauwar Khan was fairly seated on the throne, he tried to re-arrange
them ; but finding the trouble too great, he employed all his elephants
and camels for some days to throw them into tlzte river. That flowing
tide carried down in 1its bosom the evidence of many a deed of oppres-
sion and many a by-gone story of woe! This act of Manauwar Khan
the Mild has effectually thrown the cloak of oblivion over the doings of
P“E}nmastors. In this oblivion we perforce must leave them.

t will be, however, as well to record a fow of the acts of the last
Nabob, to show the state of the country when it was first assumed.
The revenue administration was in the greatest disorder and was carried
on without any system whatever. No public accounts were kept except
.by the village officers, and the amount of remittances was carried
straight into the Nabob’s zenana, that being his only treasury. The
amount to be paid by each village was changed according to the
caprioe of the Nabob, and he would increase his demand without any
ostensible reason. When his demands passed all bounds, the people
would fly. Then the Nabob would allure them back with promises,
and give them a cowle to re-assure them, but as soon as the crops were
ready to be cut, he would seize the produce, breaking through his word
without seruple. In Nandyél, where there is some valuable cultivation
under a fine tank, he played the people this trick for two or three years,
until at last they threw up the land, leaving the pariah servants of the
village to carry on the cultivation as best they could for the Nabob.
In another village, Nannur, he added Rs. 5,000 to the demand, because
a horse of that value died there. The inhabitants fled and left the
Nabob to continue the cultivation with his own servants and hullocks.
—{Mr. Morris® Report on the settlcnent of the Kuriool distreet.)

rchanglqmt (acquued mn 1765 and 1801).4The Jaghire was twice
invaded by Hyder Ali; in 1768, and in the war of 1780, when he
entered it with fire and sword. On the termination of the latter war,
in 1784, hardly any other signs were left in many parts of the country
of its having been inhabited by human beings, than the bones of the
bodies that had been massacred, or the naked walls of the houses,
choultries, and temples, which had been burnt. To the havoc of war
suoceeded the affliction of famine; and the emigrations arising from
these successive calamities nearly depopulated the district.

he system of management in the Jaghire, while it wus rented b

h abo{, was of the same oppressive and anjust character whi

marked the administration of affairs in his own territory, the Carnatic.
It exhibited throughout a scene of boundless exaction and rapacity on
the of the Government and its officers; of evasion on that of the
inhabitants ; or of collusion between them and the public servants;
while the revenue diminished every year with the cultivation. The
husbandman was entitled to a certain standard share of the crop, but 8
oconsiderable proportion of it was extorted from him under the varied
devioes of wsual assessment, fived assesament and additional assessment,
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durbar khirch, and by private contributions levied by the revenue
officers for their own use.—(Eztract from the Fifth Repert of the Parlias
mentary Committee for the East India affairs, 18183.)

N

. Trichinopoly (acquired in 1792).~~Under the Nahob’s Government,
the revenue had been collected in the irrigated taluks by a division of
the produce with the ryots. As a general rule, the crops were equally
divided between the Government and the cultivators, after a deduction
of 5 per cent. of the gross produce had been made for reaping expenses.
This was the ordinary rate of division (¢dram), but in lands irrigated
from tanks and also in those which, from their position, were lable
to have the crops damaged by inundations, the ryots were allowed to
take 55 to 58 per cent. of the gross produce. In newly formed wet
lands the cultivator’s share (kudwaram) was 60 per cent. and in those
irrigated by picottahs and other mechanical contrivances, it varied from
65 to 685 per cent. The allowances (sufantrams) paid to the village
artificers, karnams, watchers, cultivating slaves (Pallars), and others
varted from 23 to 28 per cent. of the gross produce, and were paid by
the inhabitants alone out of their share.

In the dry portions of the country, the révenues were collected in
some villages according to the sorts of grains oultivated, while in others
the assessment varied according to the nature of the soil. The demands
were, however, made in a most arbitrary manner, and were invariably
increased if the outturn of the ¢rops happened to be better than usual.
The collections in these villages were made in money, and not in kind,
a8 in the wet villages.

The sale of grain was a strict monopoly, the price being fixed by
the manager. All importation was forbidden, and it was an offence,
punishable by exorbitant fines, even to lend a neighbour such small
‘Sl'uantities of grain as he might require for his immediate support.

he grain was taken from the cultivators at the rate of 7 and 8
fanams' per kalam *, and sold back to them from Government granaries
kept up in different parts of the district at 9 and 10 fanams per kalam.

In some remarks that he mukes on the system of government pre-
vailing in Trichinopoly before the English got possession of the
country, Mr. Wallace remarks that, under the system then in force,
the people never knew when the demands on them would cease. The
so-called fixed assessments seemed to have been imposed merely with
the view of inducing the ryots to oultivate, in the hoEe that nothing
beyond the settled amount in money or grain would be exacted from
them. In this hope they were, however, invariably disappointed, and
he asserts that, if in any one year the revenues were actually collected
according to the fixed rates, this was done merely with the view of
inducing the ryots, by this apparent moderation, to increase the extent
of their cultivation in the succeeding year, and thus give the managers
or their sub-renters an opportunity of doubling their exactions.—

(T'richinopoly Distriet Manual.) J
»  T¥nnerelly (acquired in 1d92 and 1801).—Colonel Fullerton in 1788
vrotea-" The last, but not the least, considerable of your southern

! Thers were 30 fanams to the pagods, eo that one fanam equalled 1 sana 10§ pies of

onr present currenocy.
* Tho kalam confained 89 measures of 100 cubic inches,
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territories is Tinnevelly. It is a hundred and fifteen miles in length and
seventy miles in breadth. A ridge of inacocessible mountains divides
it on the north from the wild valleys of Watrap and Outumpollam,
belonging to Tippoo Sultan. It stretches to the confines of ﬁ(;dura
and Kamnud on the north-east and east, reaches to the sea upon the
south, and borders on the west with the Rajahship of Travancore,
both terminating near Cape Comorin. Nature has been bountiful to
this province. Its surface is generally flat, from the sea-coast till it
approaches the mountains on its northern boundary. The rivers by
which it is intersected ensure luxuriant crops of rice, and the driest
parts yield cotton in abundance. The productions of the neighbouring
1sland of Ceylon would flourish here, and thus render us the rivals of
the Dutch in the cinnamon trade; but the peculiar tenure under which
the country has been held, the convulsions it has endured from the
first intrusions of the Mussalmans in the course of this century, and the
depravity of its rulers, have counteracted the benefits of nature. Even
when a native Rajah governed Tinnevelly, the flat and open country
only was reduced. This was let for specific sums to great renters, who
were invested with despotic powers and harassed the peaceful subjects,
while various leaders who possessed considerable territory maintained
armed forces and withheld their stipulated tribute on the first appearance
of disturbance.. These chiefs, as well as their subjects, are called
Poligars; they amount at present to 32, capable of bringing 30,000
brave, though undisciplined, troops into the field. They have also
fortified towns and strongholds in the mountains, whither they retire
in cases of emergency. Besides the territory that these Poligars
possess under the range of hills that form the northern boundary of
Tinnevelly, many of them hold ample tracts in the flat and cultivated
country. Adverse to industry, they suffer their own possessions to
remain waste, while they invade each other and plunder their indus-
trious neighbours. Such is the dread of these ravagers, that every
district in the province has been forced to purvhase their forbearance
xenormou contributions.”

Of the renters employed to collect the revenue, Colonel Fullerton
Ves the following account :

“ It was not possible for the English Government entirely to repress
the misconduct of inferior instruments who are eager to perpetuate
oppression and to enforce unusual measures by unprecegented means.
The situation of the country rendered it necessary to continue the
practice of renting extensive districts to the highest bidder ; although
every precaution was adopted to prevent the abuse of power, still ¢
collections could not be enforced unless an unrestrained authority were
vested in the renter. His object, too, frequently is to ransack and
embezzle that he may go off at last enriched with the spoils of his
province. The fact is, that in every part of India where the remters
are established, not only the ryot and the husbandman, but the manu-
facturer, the artificer, and overy other Indian inhabitant, is wholly at
the mercy of those ministers of public exaction.

“ The established practice throughout this part of the peninsula hat
f es been to allow the farmer one-half of tho produce of his
for the maintenance of his family and the recultivation of the land
while the other half is appropriated to the sircar. In the richest soils,
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under the cowle of Hyder, producing three annual crops, it is hardly
known that less than 40 per cent of the crop produced has been allotted
to the husbandman. Yet renters on the coast have not scrupled to
imprison reputable farmers, and to inflict on them extreme severities
of punishment, for refusing to accept of sixteen in the hundred, as the
proportion out of which they were to maintain a family, to furnish
stock and implements of husbandry, caltle, seed and all eapenses
incident to the cultivation of their lands. But should the unfortunate
ryot be forced to submit to such conditions, he has still a long list of
cruel impositions to endure. He must labour week after week at the
repair of water-courses, tanks, and embankments of rivers. His cattle,
sheep and every other portion of his property are at the disposal of the
renter and his lifo might pay the forfeit of refusal. Should he presume
to reap his harvest when ripe, without a mandate from the reunter,
whose peons, canakapillays and retainers attend on the occasion, nothing
short of bodily torture and a confiscation of the little that is left him
oould expiate the offence. Would he sell any part of his scanty
portion, he cannot be permitted while the sircar had any to dispose of ;
would he convey anything to a distant market, he is stopped at every
village by the collectors of sunkum or Gabella (transit duties), who
exact a duty for every article exported, imported, or disposed of. So
unsupportable is this evil, that between Negapatam and Palghautcherry,
not more than 300 miles, there are about 30 places of collection, or
in other words, a tax is levied every ten miles upen the produce of
the country ; thus manutacture and commerce are exposed to disasters
hardly less severe than those which have occasioned the decline of culti-
vation.

“ But these form only a small proportion of the powers with which
the renter is invested. e may sink orraise the exchange of specie
at his own discretion ; he may prevent the sale of grain, or sell 1t at the
most exorbitant rates; thus, at any time he may, and frequently does,
oocasion general famine. Besides maintaining a useless rabble, whom
he employs under the appellation of peons, at the public expense, he
may require any military force he finds necessary for the business of
oppression, and few interior officers would have weight enough to
justify their refusal of such aid. Should any one, however, dispute
those powers, should the military officers refuse to prostitute military
service to thg dictress of wretched individuals, or should the Civil
-Buperintendent (the ‘Superintendent of Assigned Revenues’, the
Collector of that time), remonstrate against such abuse, nothing could
be more pleasing to the renter; he gerives from thence innumerable
arguments for non-performance of engagements, and for a long list of
defaloations. But there are still some other not less extraordinar,
oconstituents in the complex endowments of a renter. He unites, in his
own person, all the branches of judicial or civil authority, and if he
happens to be a Brahmin, he may slso be termed the representative of
ecolesiastical jurisdiction. I will not emlarge on the consequences of
~thus huddling into the person of ome wretched mercenary of those
powers that ought to constitute the dignity and lustre of sugreme

executive authority.”—(Hstory of Tinnevelly by Bishop Culdwell.)

Balem (aequired in 1792 from Tippu Suitan).—That the generality of
the peasants who inhabit the Bauramahl are extremely indigent is a
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truth of which daily experience convinces us. The system of oppress
sion, which obtained in the last Government, and the frequency of
destructive wars, have entailed upon them a state of poverty from which
nothing but the operation of time, under the fostering influence of
moderate taxation, mild laws and the impartial distribution of justice,
can relieve them. Far removed from the seat of Government and
seldom obtaining substantial redress, even though their complaints
should reach the throne, patient of injury because hopeless of relief, and
rarely possessing the means by whicgl the venal award might be pro-
oured, they were subjected to the unrestrained hand of oppression,
which, insatiable in its grasp, preyed indiscriminately on their property,
palsied the very nerve of industry, and implanted in their minds &
distrust of the intentions of their rulers, which better treatment and
more attention to their circumstances have scarcely been able to eradi-
cate. The undistinguishing ravages of war, ever fatal to the industrious
husbandman, brought with them an accumulation of distress. Exposed
from their centrical situation to the incursions of contending armies and
the depredations of unprincipled Poligars, equally mistrusting the power
that invaded and the friends who ought to protect them from violence,
they had no safety but in flight, no security but what was afforded by
inaccessible mountains, from the tops of which they beheld the destrue-
tion of their former habitations.—(Mr. Grakam, Assistant Collector,
Salen District—1797.)

L ] * L

-
DL-JII(JJ’.?er' (acquered in 1792 from Tippu Sultan).~<* Malabar,” says

T. Brown, Commercial Resident, ** when Hyder invaded it, was divided
into & number of petty Rajahships, the government of which being per-
fectly feudal, neither laws nor a system of revenue were known amongst
its inhabitants.] Owing to the quarrels between the different rajahs
and the turbulent spirit of the Nair chiefs, who were frequently in arms
against each other, the state of the country was little favorable to the
introduction of order or good government. ; Malabar, however, was
then a country very rich in money. For ages the inhabitants have
been accumulating the precious metals that had been given them for the
produce of their gardens. Hyder’s only object, in the countries that he
conquered, was to acquirc money, and, provided he got plenty of that,
he was very indifferent as to the means which his officers t¥ok to obtain
it. Immediately after the conquest of Malabar, vast sums were extorted
from its inhabitants by the military officers and by the Canarese Brah-
mins placed over the revenues. Of these extortions Hyder received a
share ; and no want of a system of revenue was felt until these sources
began to fail. When he found the assets from Malabar fall short of its
charges, he listened to proposals from the rajahs to become tributaries.
An estimate of the revenue was made by the abovementioned Brahmins,
who, es many of them were to remain with the rajahs as spies on their
actions, took care that the estimate should be so ﬂormed as to leave &
large sum to be divided between them and the rajahs. By this new
ordir of things, these latter were vested with despotic authority over the
other inhabitants, instead of the very limited prerogatives that they
had enjoyed by the feudal system, under which they could neither
exact revenue from the lands of their vasspls, mor exercise any direct
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authority in their districts, Thus the ancient constitution of govern-
ment (which, although def@otive in many points, was favorable to
agriculture from the lands being unburthened with revenue) was in a
great measure destroyed, without any other being substituted in its
room. The rajah was no longer, what he had been, the head of a feudal
aristooracy with limited authority, but the all-powerful deputy of a
despotic prince, whose military force was always at his command, to
ourb or chastise any of the chieftans who were inclined to dispute or
disobey his mandates. The condition of the inhabitants under the
rajahs thus reinstated in their governments was worse than it had been
under the Canarese Brahmins, for the rajahs were better informed of the
substance of individuals and knew the methods of getting at it. In
short, the precarious tenures by which the rajahs held their station,
joined to the uncontrolled authority with which they were vested,
rendered them to the utmost degree rapacious ; and not even a pretence
was set up for exacting money from all such as were known to have
any. There were no laws; money insured immunity to criminals; and
innocent blood was often shed by the rajahs’ own hands under the
pretence of justice. In the space of & few years many of them amassed
treasure to an amount unknown to their ancestors; and had it not been
for the dread that they entertained of Hyder’s calling them to an
aoccount of their ill-gotten wealth, their situation under them was better
than that which they held before the invasion. The country, however,
was daily declining in produce and population, insomuch so that, at the
accession of Tippoo, I have reason to conclude, from my own observa-
tions, and from the inquiries which I then made, that they were reduced
to one-half of what they had been at the time of Hyder’s conquest. But
still greater calamities were reserved for the unfortunate inhabitants of
this country in the reign of the Bultan. During the government of his
father, the Hindus continued unmolested in the exercise of their reli-
gion, the customs and observances of which, in many very essential
points, supply the place of laws. To them it was owing that some
degree of order had been preserved in society during the changes that
had taken place. Tippoo, on the contrary, early undertook to render
Islamism the sole religion of Malabar. In this cruel and impolitio
undertaking he was warmly seconded by the Moplahs, men possessed of
a strong zeal and of a large share of that spirit of violence and depre-
dation which appears to have invariably Iileisarn an ingredient in the
character of the professors of their religion in every part of the world
where it has spread. All the confidence of Sultan was bestowed on
Moplahs, and in every place they became the officers and instruments of
government. The Hindus were everywhere persecuted and plundered
of their riches, of their women, and of their children. All such as could
flee to other countries did so; those who could not escape took refuge in
the forests, from whence they waged a constant predatory war against
their oppressors. To trace the progress of these evils would carry me
too far. I mention them only for the purpose of showing how the
- ancient government of this country was at last completely destroyed, and
snarchy was introduced. The Moplahs never had any laws nor any
authority except in the small district of Cannanore, even over their own
sect, but were entirely subject to the Hindu chiefs, in whose dominions
they resided. Tippoo’s code was never known beyond the limits of
Cnﬁr;mt. During this period of total anarchy, the number of Moplahs
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was gredtly increased, multitudes of Hindus were circamcised by foree,
aund many of the lower orders were converted. By these means, at the
breaking out of the war conducted by Lord Cornwallis, the Hindu
population was reduced to a very inconsiderable number. The descend-
ants of the rajahs were then invited to join the Company’s forces ; and,
when Tip{};oo’s army had been expelled from Malabar, many Nairs
returned from their exile in Travancore; but their number was triﬂinF
compared with what it had been at the commencement of the Bultan’s
reign. .

“ From this short sketch it is evident that this province, at the time
it was ceded, had really no form of government, and required a new
system to be framed for its use. The feudal system was broken; and
no other kind of administration was known to the rajahs who laid claim
to their respective districts than that which they had exercised or
witnessed under Hyder, and which was a compound of corruption and
extortion. To these men, however, the most unfit that could have been
selected, was the whole authority of government over the natives
entrusted. Two evils of great magnitude were the consequence of this
measure ; the extortions and corruptions of the preceding administra-
tions were continued, while the ancient feudal institutions of military
service were revived, and all the Nairs thereby attached to the different
chieftains, and these again to the rajahs. Nothing cotuld exceed the
despotic rapaciousness of these men to oppose which there was no
barrier ; for it is well known that none of the inhabitants dare complain
against a rajah, whatever injuries they may have sustained, assassina-
tion being a certain follower of complaint. It is not surprising that
under such rulers agriculture did not flourish, and that the fields now
cultivated (which in some districts bear but a small proPortion to those
that are waste) should yield but very indifferent crops.’

South Canara (acquired from Tippoo Sultan tn 1799).4Canara has,
ever, now completely fallen from this state of prosperity. The evils
which have been continually accumulating upon it since it became a
province of Mysore have destroyed a great part of its former population,
and rendered its remaining inhabitants as poor as those of the neigh-
bouring countries. Its lands, which are now saleable, are reduced to a
very small portion and lie chiefly between the Kundapur and Chandra-
giri rivers, and within five or six miles of the sea. It is not to be
supposed, however, that the whole of this tract can be sold, but only that
eable lands are soattered throughout every part of it, thinner in some
laces, and thicker in others, particularly in the Mangalore district.
here is scarcely any saleable land, even on the sea-coast, anywhere to
the northward of Kundapur or anywhere inland from one end of Canara
to the other, excepting on the banks of the Mangalore and some of the
other great rivers. In the vicinity of the ghdts, the lands are not onl
unsaleable, but the greater part of them is waste and overgrown witﬁ
wood. It is reckoned that the population of the country has been
diminished one-third within the last forty years ; and there can be little
doubt but that its property has suffered a much greater reduction.
Garisapps, Ankols, and Kundapur, formerly flourishing places, contain
now onlg' a fow beggarly inhabitants ; Honawar, once the second town
in trade after Mangalore, has not a single house ; and Mangalore itself
is greatly decayed.
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It may be said that this change has been brought aboug; by the
invasion of Hyder; by the four wars whioh hywe happened since that
event ; by Tippoo himself destroying many of the principal towns upon
the coast and forcing their inhabitants to remove to Jamalabad and
other unhealthy situations near the hills; by his seizing in one night
all the Christians, men, women and children, amounting to above sixty
thousand, and sending them into captivity to Mysore, from whence
one-tenth of them never returned ; by the prohibition of foreign trade ;
and by the general corruption and digorder of his government in all its
departments. These circumstances certainly sccelerated the change,
but taken altogether, they probably did not contribute to it so much as

e extraordinary augmentation of the land rent.

A moderate land rent carries in itself such an active principle of
prosperity that it enables a country to resist for a long time all the
evils attending a bad government, and also to recover quickly from the
calamities of war. hen it is fixed and light, the farmer sees that he
will reap the reward of his own industry; the cheerful prospect of
improving his sitnation animates his labours, and enables him to
replace in a short time the losses he may have sustained from adverse
seasons, the devastations of war and other accidents But when an
oppressive rent is superadded to all the other mischiefs of a tyraunical

vernment, the country, however flourishing it may ever have been,
must sink under them at last, and must hasten to ruin at a more rapid
paco every succeeding year.

Hyder ruined Canara, a highly improved country, filled with
industrious inhabitants enjoying a greater proportion of the produce of
the soil and being more comfortable than those of any province under”
any native power in India; but instead of observing the wise gnd
temperate conduct which would have secured to it the enjoyment of
these advantages, he regarded it as a fund from which he might draw,
without limit, for the expenses of his military operations in other
quarters. The whole course of the administration of his deputies seems
to have been nothing but a series of experiments made for the purpose
of discovering the utmost extent to which the land rent could be
carried, or how much it was possible to extort from the farmer without
diminishing cultivation. The savings accumulated in better times
enabled the country to support for some years the pressure of conti-
nually increasing demands, but they could not do so ?:r ever ; failures
and outstanding balances became frequent before his death.

The same demand and worse management increased them in the
beginning of Tippoo’s reign. He was determined to relinquish no
art of his father’s revenue. He knew no way of making up for
ailures, but by compelling one part of the ryots to pay for the
deficiencies of the other; he made them pay not only for those which
arose upon the cultivation of the current year, but also for those which
arose from the waste lands of dead and deserted ryots which were
annually increasing. Severity and a certain degree of vigilance and
control in the en.r%y part of his government kept the ocollections for
sometime nearly at their former standard, but it was impossible that
they could remain so long, for the amount of land left umoccupied
from the flight or death of its cultivators became at last so great that
it could not be discharged by the remaining part of the inhabitants ;
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and: %ﬂwﬂmﬁans before the end of his reign fell short of the sasess-
ment fromfén to sixty per cent. The measure which he adopted for
Ezeserving his revenuse was that which most effectually destroyed it ;
forced the ryots, who were present, to cultivate the lands of the
dead and absent ;- but as the inoreased rent of their own lands required
all their care and labour, by turning a part of it to these new lands
the produoce of their own was diminished, and they became incapdble
of paying the rent of either. The effect of this violent regulation was
to hasten the extinction of the class of ancient proprietors or land-
lords; for, many, who might still have contrived to have held that
rank, had they been permitted to confine their stock to the cultivation
of their own lands, when they were obliged to employ it in the cultiva-
tion of those of other people, and when the consequent decrease of the
produce left no surplus after paying the rent of Government, sank to
the state of laborers. Nothing can more strongly indicate the poverty
of a country than when its lands, so far from %eing saleable, must be
foroed upon the cultivators, but this practice preyails more or less
throughout Canara, and is very general, everywhere .o the northward
of Kundapur —(8ir Thomas Munro.) ’

(B.)—4 list of moturpha taxes levied in the village of Singanallur in
the Covmbatore district faken from the records kept by the
kurnam of the village.—The tax was levied on all persons with
the exception of land-holders. The following are the rates at
which some of the moturpha taxes were levied :—

/. RBs. A, P,

Salt-tax on each kavali or pot ... : 1 7 6
Tax on cloth-bazaars, first-class, 40 fanams ... 11 12 0
5, OD 5 second-class, 20 fanams, 514 0
5, On s third-class, 10 fanams ... 215 0
,, on barbers, 8 fanams o i i 2 5§ 8
,» on blacksmiths, 8 fanams 2 5 8
,» ON carpenters, 8 fanams . 2 b 8
,, on dounble bullock carts, 8 fanams ... 2 6 8
,» on weavers, 6 fanams : 112 3
»» on pack-bullocks, 4 fanams . 1 210
,» on shanars (toddy drawers), 2 fanams 0 9 5
,» on karumbas (weavers in wool), 2 fanams. 0 9 5
,» on washermen, 8 fanams ... 2 5 8
y» on pariahs, 3 fanams 014 2
,» on neeladuppu (indigo vat), 8 fanams 2 5 8
.5, on chucklers, 8 fanams ... v 2 5 8
s oOn oil-mills, 10 fanams .., 215 0
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BECTION IIL—THE CONDITION OF THE AGRICUL-
* TURAL CLASSES UNDER BRITISH ADMINISTRATION
DURING THE lst HALF OF THE PRESENT CENTURY.

(A.)—Uztract from the *“ Indian Economist.”

Lanp REVENUE PAYMEN! IN KIND, OR IN MONEY.

The causes of the remarkable fall mn prices which has almost
invariably followed the transfer of territory trom Native to British
rule, have nowhere, we think, received so satisfactory an exposition
88 in a paper that appeared 1 the April number of the old Bombay
Quaiterly Journal in 1357, We shall make no attempt to recast what
was there so well stated, but devote our present space to the repro-
duction of a part of that paper .—

“1t seems to us that there are certam prominent characters by
which the British system of revenue and finance 1s broadly marked
and distinguished from that of all the Native Governments which
have preceded 1t, and that in their pecuharities we shall find an ade-
quate explanation of the remarkable phenomenon which we are
now considering. The Anglo-Indian financial system differs from
that of the Native Governments in the followmng most important
particulars :~—

“ 1stly.—The payment of the army, police and other public estab-
hshments 1n cash.

“ 2ndly.~—The collection of the land tax i money instead of
wholly or partially in kind.

“ 3rdly.—The transfer of a portion of the Indian revenues to
England, for the payment of the Howme charges,
usually and correctly styled—*‘ The Indian Tribute,”

“ 4thly.~The creation of a funded public debt, of which the
interest has to be paid in cash

* The charges to be defrayed out of the Indian revenue, being of
an inflexable character, could only be met in years of deficient collec-
tions by borrowing, and hence t eg involved the creation of a funded
public debt. But they brought about more important consequences
still ; for, the payment of troops and establishments and the interest of
the publio debt in cash, of neocessity, involved the collection of the
revenue in cash too, and the latter measure, however little thougkt of
At the time of its introduction by our Indian Land Revenue Collectors
and Financiers, has produced a momentous revolution in the value of
mly and bearing of taxation in India far exceeding in degree, but
i in kind to that effected in England by the return to cgsh

peysents in 1819. ;
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“ Under Native rule the land tax was the chief source of revemue
" and was in great part either levied in kind, or assigned for the
support of troops and establishments. There was only a small portion
of the whole collected in money, and transferred from the local to the

central treasuries. The standing milithry force kept and regularly
paid by the Government was small. The bulk of the troops consisteﬁ '

of a kind of militia furnished by jaghirdars and other landlords, to
whom the collection of the taxes was assigned for the support of these
levies and for conducting the civil administration of the districts
placed under their jurisdiction. The troops or retainers of these
feudatories were in great measure maintained on the grain, forage
and other supplies furmshed by the districts in which they were
located. The land tax was in consequence either wholly or partially
taken in kind and what was collected in money was generally paid
away to parties on the spot, and thus quickly returned into circulation.
The hereditary revenue and police officials were generally paid by
grants of land on tenure of service. Wages of farm servants and
agricultural laborers were paid in grain. Grain also was the commohn
medium of exchange for effecting petty purchases in country towns.
‘I'he farmer’s or laborer’s wife took a basketfnl of grain on her head
to market instead of a purse of money, and therewith purchased her
week’s supplies. The people lived 1n a rude and simple fashion,
having few wants, and knowing little of luzuries. In inland districts
the chief imports were salt, metals, and a few luxuries for the better
classes ; but the value of the whole was inconsiderable and the exports
with which these were purchased were, of course, correspondingly
limited. In this state of things money was hardly wanted at all, and
a small supply of coin sufficed for the reahzation of the public revenue
and the settlement of commercial transactions. But while the quan-
tity of coin in circulation was small, the prices of agricultural produce
were well sustained, owing to the limited extent of land 1n cultivation
and the large demand for food by the numerous body of the people
employed unproductively as soldiers, retainers, and public officers of
all kinds, and the difficulty of supplementing deficient harvests by
importatious from more favored districts, through the want of good
roads or other facilities for the transport of bulky produce. The
foreign commerce of the country at large was necessarily confined
within very marrow limits, It was only the products of the coast
districts and the more valuable commodities of the interior, such asg
indigo and manufactured goods, that could bear the expense of
carriage to the ports of shipment so as to admit of being exported.
India, at that time, coveted few of the productions of foreign countries
and her most important imports were the precious and common metals,
broad-cloths, jewels, and other luxuries for the wealthy.

“The innovations made in the revenue and financial system by

the British have, however, effected the most sweeping changes in all

of these particulars, and we shall now endeavour to trace their opera~ .

tion on the territory of u native prince passing under the sway of the
Company. The first steps taken were to substitute regularly-paid
sud disoiplined troops, located in military stations, for the raral
militia of the native feudatories, and a staff of Kuropean and native
officials receiving fixed salaries, in place of the former mamlutdars and
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révenue farmers with their followers, who paid themselves by per-
quisites and other indirect gains, but received very trifling emolu-
ments from the treasury of the State. The next and an all-important
step in Anglo-Indian administration was to collect the land tax in
money instead of realizing it in kind, according to the practice which
had virtually, if not nominally, obtained to & great extent under
mative rule. The immediate and inevitable consequence of this
general enforcement of money assessments was, that the amonnt of
coin, previously circulating and sufficient for the adjustment of the
limited transactions connected with revenue and commerce under the
native system, proved quite inadeqluate for the settlement without a
derangement of prices of the greatly enlarged transactions resulting
from the British system. Under the native system, the sale for cash
of a small part of the agricultural produce of a district sufficed to
rovide for all its liabilities connected with taxation and commerce.
nder the British system, on the contrary, twice or, perhaps, three
times the quantity of produce had to be so sold in order to provide
for the same ohjects, owing to the whole amount of the land tax being
demanded in coin. But the supply of coin remaining as before, the
effect of thig increased demand for it was of course to enhance its
price. The coin in circulation had to perform double or treble the
work it had accomplished before. The ryot requiring more cash te
pay his money assessment had, of course, to bring more produce to
market, which occasioned & glut and brought down prices. And this
stale of things was aggravated by the demand for grain and forage
in the country markets being less than before, owing to the disband-
ing of the irregular force which had been kept up by the native
jaghirdars and other functionaries of the former Governments and to
the increased prodaction due to an extension of cultivation by means
of these disbanded levies. Prices fell more and more until, in many
cages, our Collectors found it to be wholly impossible to collect the
full Iand assessment, and large remissions had to be annually made.
The village grain merchants, who are also the willage bankers,
deprived of a sufficient market at their own doors, were compelled, in
order to find money to supply their constituents with, to seek more
distant markets for the disposal of the produce left upon their hands
%h liquidation of advances previously made by them to the ryots.
is awakened a spirit of greater enterprise and activity among the
commercial classes, which was gradually communicated to the ryots,
and laid the 'germ of that active foreign trade which now advances
with gigantic strides, and has already penetrated into the remotest
recesses of the interior. This collateral benefit, conferred by the
British plan of administration, has fairly set free the spirit of pro-
gress loug spell-bound in the native mind under the iron fetters of
Asiatic customs, far more than compensates India for the period of

suffering in which it originated. 5
“The sufferings of the rural population during this transitien
Seriod were, without doubt, very severe. The revenue reports of our
ollectors in newly-acquired territories abound with harassing des~
eriptions of the depressed condition of the agricultural classes, and
gb representations of the difficulties they experienced in gollecting
asgessment, owing to the great fall in the’ prices of all des-
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eviptions of agricultural pro#uce.” The assessments of Sir Thomas
Munro in the ras districts failed from this ceuse. Ho did the
early Revemue settlement of the Bombay territories, and also the
permanent settlement ot Bengal, which occasioned the ruin of the first
proprietors. And quite recently we have had a striking example of
the same phenomenon in the case of the Punjab. It is stated in the
report of the Board of Administration for the years 1849-50 and
1850-51, printed for the Court of Directors, that fixed money assess-
ments were substituted in 1847 for the system we found in existence,
and that in the whole of the Punjab a reduction of the land “tax, equal
to 25 per cent., has been effected. The demand for food has not
decreased ; it has probably increased ; for although the army of the _
late Government has been disbanded, there are not, between the
Sutlej and the Khyber, less than 60,000 fighting men with, perhaps,
five times that number of camp followers. Hence there is a larger
demand than before for food over the country generally, though the
market round about Lahore is more limited. %‘he labour employed
on canals, roads, cantonments, and other pnblic works must cause the
circulation of large sums of money, and increase the demand for food.
The pay of our army within the limits (of the Punjab) has been esti-
mated to be equal to onme million six hundred and fifty thousand
pounds. The expenditure by the various civil establishments, the
Commissariat and Executive departments, and the different works in
progress under the Board, are probably equal to another million;
8o that nearly double the Punjab revenues are at present spent in the
conntry. In despite, however, of large reductions (of assessment),
the complaints during the past year on the part of the agrculturists
have been iloud and general. Prices (in many villages) have fallen a
half. The ory of over-assessment is loud and general. There has
been a very general demand among the agriculturists for a return to
grain payments, and to a division or appraisement of the crops every
8eason.

It is clear from these statements of the Board of Administration
that the specie in the Punjab must have been largely increased under
our rule, even if we make the most ample allowance for the re-export
of a portion of it, remitted by our sepoys and camp followers to their
homes in the older provinces. And yet, in the face of this large
increase of coin in circulation, prices have fallen nearly 50 per cent.
The Board, following the example of our early Collectors, attribute
this decline of prices to abundant harvest and extension of cultiva-
tion ; but it may well be doubted whether the increase of produetion
in the Punjab, up to the time referred to in the Board’s report, had
more than kept pace with the increased consumption due to the

resence of our army, numbering with its camp followers nearly four
Eundred thousand souls. The phenomenon of a great and sadden fall
of prices is not singular, or confined to the Punjab, but was equaily
obmervable in other parts of [ndia when they first passed under the
rale of the British Government. The fall in the former, as’in the
latter ease, will be of & lasting character, and an explanation for it
must be seught in some cause of wider and more enduring action than
the casual state of the harvest, or the extension of land under #ill
eircumstances may have contributed to the effect, as nlr$



pointed out, but only toa very limited extent. It would also seem
to be capable of demonstration that the cause in question cannot be a
drain of bullion to meet the tribute paid b{ India to England, for in
this particular instance of the Punjab, bullion was fast flowing into
the country when prices were falling, and so of India at large. The
tribute has been paid by means of erEorts of produce, without requir-
ing the transmission of hullion to England, excepting on rare occa~
sions ; and the imports of bullion into India have, as afready noticed,
been, on the whole, very large ; so that the metallic currency of all
British India must have been rapidly increasing for many years past.

“This remarkable fall of prices, which has almost invariably fol-
lowed the transfer of territory from Native to British rule, while
neither capable of being accounted for by the state of the erops and
extent of cultivation, nor by the annual tribute remitted to England,
may yet be clearly traced to the extraordinary demand for money
occasioned by our collecting the land assessment in cash, and con-
veying it away from the agricultural district to our large military
stations for the payment of the troops located there. A much larger
currency than before would clearly have been required under this
change of system, in order to sustain prices at the old standard. It
yas, however, impossible to enlarge the currency so as fully to meet
the change, and no attempt to do so was made, or apparently ever
thought of. The consequence was, that in order to obtain money for
the payment of his assessment, the ryot brought more produce to
market than before ; but as there was no corresponding enhancement
of the demand for 1t, prices necessanly fell.”

(B.)—Description of the Madras ryot by Mr. Bourdillon in 1858,

The 1yots may be divided into two principal classes—those who
are comparatively well-off, the few, and those who are poor, the many.
The formerin general are either those whose villages or lands were
from any rause favorably assessed at the first; or those who have
inam or rent-free land in addition to their rent-paying land ; or those
who have more extensive holdings than common, all of whom have
good land and have more or less inam. Individuals of the favored
classes, as they are called, who hold their land on easier terms than
usual, because belonging to certain castes, are also necessarily better
off than others; and, lastly, personal character has its own influence
here as elsewhere ; the careful and frugal will get rich, and so will
the crafty and subtle, skilful to gain the favour of the tahsildar or to
supplant a rival.

2. Bven among this more wealthy class of agriculturists, the num-
ber of those who possess any considerable amounnt of property is very
small. It is difficult to form or to convey an exact, idea of their real
means, but I will attempt it. I should say that if a man of this class
is able to spend 15 or 20 rupees a month, or rather if he can command
a value equal to that, for he will rarely see so much money, such g
mgn, I say, may be accounted to be very well off ; and that & net
inconde from all sources to the value of from 80 to 50 rupees a monfh
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18 very rare n.mt‘.mgl the agricultural clagses. Such ap income, indeed,
is far more in this country than the money amount indicates to
English ears. The actual purchasing power of money in this ceuntry
is sometimes estimated at four times what it is in England, sometimes
at six times. Assuming the intermediate proportion of five to one, an
income of 20 rupees a month will be equal to one of £120 a year in
England ; and 80 rupees and 50 rupees a month in this country will
be the respective equivalents of £1 g{) and £300 a year in England.
In point of fact, indeed, the difference is greater, both because from
the nature of the climate, the range of absolute necessaries is here
much abridged, and also because the general scale of incomes and
style of living throughout all grades of society are so much lower
here than they are in our own country. Bus though the incomes
above specified undoubtedly rase their possessors far above want,
still they appear small in extreme when regarded as the highest
incomes from the possession of land in a very extensive country, and
the largest of them certainly confined to an extremely limited number
of ingtances.

3. The dwellings of this class certanly do not indicate much
wealth ; tiled houses are rarely seen, and masonry walls are still much
more rare. The almost universal habitation has mud walls and a
thatched roof ; the latter of a very flimsy order, and both often much
dilapidated : and both walls and roof are the same within as without;
the rooms have no ceiling, and their walls no sort of ornament or
decoration ; rarely even whitewash, and the floor is of simple earth
beaten hard. The value of the residence of a ryot of the more wealthy
class, of whom [ am now speaking, probably rarely exceeds 200
rupees or £20. It may be urged that the habits of the people do not
incline them to spend money on improving their dwellings, but that
they rather invest savings in jewels or rich cloths for great occa-
sions, or in cattle, or expend them on marriages and other family
occasions. There is some truth in this; but though every family
above actual poverty possesses some jewels, yet probably very few
agrioultural families possess to so large a value as 1,000 rupees or
£100 for both jewels and clothes ; and even supposing an equal valae
in agricultural stock (and so much would very rarely be met with),
the whole aggregate value, £220, equal to £1,100 in England, is
extremely small to represent the whole property (exclusive of land
of one of the most wealthy members of the land-holding class ; an
it is the most wealthy only who possess as much as this.

4, Anpd if we look within their houses, we still find few evidences
of wealth, or even of what we should consider comfort. I have already
described the interior of the house itself; and as to its contents,
there is nothing of what is commonly called furniture. There are no
chairs, or tables, or couches, or beds; sometimes there is seen a
single rude cot which would be dear at 2 rupees. The inmates for
the most purt sleep on the earthen floor, with nothing else below them
but a mat or a small cotton carpet. They sit on the floor, and from
it take their food, which is served in & few brass dishes, or perhaps
by preferemce and not from poverty on a simple plantain leaf. Their
usual clothes are simply of cotton, and ocost little; and when going
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* o distance to the Tahsildar’s or Collector’s cutcherry, for example,
they generally travel on foot or, in exceptional cases, usually of age or
infirmity, on a pony not worth above 7 or 8 rupees.

5. It may, perhaps, be replied to all this that such are the simple
habits of the country, and that the people are satisfied, and require
po more. This is no doubt true as a fact, to this extent at least
that, in the absence of sufficient promise of success, these people
abstain from active effort to better their circumstances. But if it
be meant that they choose to be poor when they might be rich ; that
they are satisfied with the necessaries of life whep they might
command some of the comforts and luxuries; that they are content
to have only their physical wants supplied when they might rise to
the perception and enjoyment of intellectual pleasures; then I deny
the truth of the assertion. And I must add that, if true in any
degres, it would only prove the ignorance and debasement of the
people to whom it relates.

6. The foregoing description refers to the better class of ryots,
men who are above the world and well off ; but the condition of the
at majority is much worse. From the official list of puttahs for
the Revenue year 1848-49, it is seen that out of 1,071,588, the total
number of puttahs (excluding joint puttahs) in the fourteen principal
otwar districts,’ no fewer than 589,932, being considerably more
than half, are under 10 rupees each, and in fact average only a small
fraction above 4 rupees each ; that 201,065 are for amounts ranging
from 10 rupees to 20, and in fact averaging less than 14} rupees
each; and that 97,801 are for amounts between 20 rupees and 30,
and in fact averaging only 24§ rupees ; and thus that 888,888 puttahs,
out of a total of 1,071,588, or considerably more than three-fourths,
are for amounts under 80 rupees, and in fact averaging less than 8§
rupees.

7. Now 1t may certainly be said of almost the whole of the ryots
paying even the highest of these sums, and even of many holding fo
a much larger amount, that they are always in poverty and generally
in debt. %’:rhaps one of this class obtains a small sum out of the
(Government advances for cultivation, but even if he does, the trouble
that he has to take and the time he loses in getting it, as well as
the deduction to which it is liable, render this a questionable gain.
For the rest of his wants he is dependent on the bazaarman. To him
his crops are generally hypothecated before they are reaped, and it
is he who redeems them from the possession of the village watcher by
pledging himself for the payment of the kist. These transactions
pass without any written engagements or memoranda between the
parties, and the only evidence is the Chetty’s own accounts. Iu
general, there is an adjustment of the accounts once a year, bub
sometimes not for several years. In all these accounts interest is
charged on the advances made to the ryot on the balance against him.

‘Porwe | e | oed
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Madura 'Ie'inu{aino oly. Oanara.
Nellore. Tinnevelly J Kurnool,
North Arcot. Bellary.
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The rate of interest varies with the circumstances of the case and the
necessities of the borrower ; it is probably seldom or never less than
12 per cent. per annum, and not often above 24 per cent. ; of course
the poorest and most necessitous ryots have to pay the bighest.

8. A ryot of this class of course lives from hand to month; he
rarely sees money except that obtained from the Chetty to pay his
kist; the exchanges in the out.villages are very few and they are
vsually conducted by barter. His ploughing cattle are wretched
animals not worth more than from 34 to 6 rupees each (7 to 12
shillings) and those perhaps not his own, because not paid for. His
rude and feeble plough costs, when new, no more than 2 or 8 shil-
lings ; and all the rest of his few agricultural implements are equall
primitive and inefficient. His dwelling is a hut of mud walls an
thatched roofs, far ruder, smaller, and more dilapidated than those
of the better classes of ryots above spoken of, and still more destitute,
if possible, of anything that can be called furniture. His food and
that of his family is partly their porridge made of he meal of grain
boiled in water, and partly boiled rice with a httle condiment ; and
generally the only vessels for cooking and eating from are of the
coarsest earthenware, much inferior in grain to a good tile or brick
in England, and unglazed ; brass vessels, though not wholly unknown
among this class, are rare.

9. The scale of the ryots descends to those who possess a small
patch of land, cultivated sometimes by the aid of borrowed cattle,
but whose chief subsistence is derived from cooly labour, either
cutting firewood and carrying it for sale to a neighbouring town,
or in field labour. The purely laboring classes are below these again,
worse off indeed, but with no very broad distinction m condition.
The earnings of a man employed n agricultural labour cannot be

uoted at more than 20 rupees a year, including everything; and
this is not paid in money, but in commodities. As respects food,
houses, and clothing, they are mn a worse condition than the class
of poor ryots above spoken of. But I will endeavour to describe their
circumstances & little more particularly.

10. The regular agricultural laborers are usually engaged at the
commencement of the season for the whole year. It is customary
to advance them a small sum, about 5 or 10 rupees, as a sort of
retainer, which, however, is to be repaid when the connection ceases.
Frequently they remain without change for years; when & man
desires to engage with another master, as he will rarely bave been
able to accumnulate money to pay off the advance received, the sum
advanced by the new master goes to pay off the old one. These
yearly laborers receive a certain allowance of grain every month,
which is usually fixed by the custom of the locality ; and at particular
seasons, some regular, others occasional, the master makes the servant
» small present, also fixed by the local custom. When the wife or
children of the laborer work in the fields at weeding, &c., they
receive daily hire in grain; and laborers not engaged for the whole
year, bnt only at particnlar times, are paid in the same manner.
rates of hire are very low. The daily rate varies in different parte
of the country from 8 pies (one penny) to 1 anna (8 half-pence); it
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1s rarely or never above the latter sum for purely agricultnral labonr,
and this is paid not in money but in grain. The ococasional presents
to the yearly laborers are partly in money and partly in clothes ;
the entire earnings of a laborer engaged for a year do not exceed
from 16 to 20 rupees for that whole term.

11. It appears from the foregoing detail that the condition of the
agricultural laborer in this country is very poor. Taking his earn-
ings at the highest rate, viz., 20 rupees a year, this would be equiva-
lent in real value, using the same standard of comparison as above,
to £10 a year in England. The English field laborer earns on the
average not less than £28 a year, including his extra grains in harvest
time; and thus it appears that the real wages of a field laborer in
regular employ, his command of the necessaries and conveniences of
life, are in this country little more than a third of what they are in
England. It is no doubt true that some things are necessaries there
which are not so in so high a degree here ; the laborer in this coun-
try duus not need to spend so much on firing, clothing or shelter
from the weather as in England ; in other words, an equal amount of
physical comfort in those respects may be purchased here at a smaller
outlay. But meaking full allowance for this difference, the labourer
here will still be found to be much the worse off. In fact, almost the
whole of his earnings must necessarily be consumed in & spare
allowance of coarse and unvaried food and a bare sufficiency of cloth-
ing. The wretched hut he lives in can hardly be valued at all. As
to anything in the way of education or mental culture, he is utterly
destitute of it.



SECTION IV.—NARRATIVE OF THE PRINCIPAL FACTS BEARING ON THE CONDITION OF THE

AGRICULTURAL CLASSES FROM THE MIDDLE OF THE PRESENT CENTURY TO THE PRESENT
TIME.

(A.)—Statement showing the permanent 1 eductions made wn different branches of revenue in all the districts during
15 years from 1841.

10 Head to which the
Districts. Year Items item belongs Ao
BS.
(| A D. 1844-45 uru Tax on priests - y Moturpha .. . 40
Do . .. | Tax on shepherds a are v o - . a8
Do - | Tax on fishermen - - . . .. Do . - 10
Do. i { Tax on sale of dry fish a8 s - v e Do we e 8
1852-53 iy 1 Tax on cutting and brnnging wood from the Colanpoonjah Sund.?l' small farms i18
}nnglg and lhicenses.
Do. v - - | Tax on cutting and bringing wood from the Chundanea jungle Do. 426
Gapjsm .. v Do. - - .. | Tax on cutting mango and tamarind trees 1n the Moherry fort, Do 59
1844-45 . - .. | Land Customs - i - . . i . | Land Customs - 21,310
1846-47 g - Duty upon articles imported from ports within the territory of | Sea Customs - 1,040
the Honorable Company .
1847-48 o s . | Half of the tonnage duty at 1 anna formerly levied upon the Do .- 414
saveral dhonies and vessels
Do. - g . | Duty upon British goods exported and imported - . Do o 32,171
| 1851-52 - s .. | One-fourth of the duty upon every ton of the foreign and Do. i 63
American vessels.
® Total ., asis 56,692
i 1844 - - .. | Inland and town duties .. . e T . | Land Customs o 90,706
Godé o . { 1848 .. .. . Mono;;lﬁ ot w:gffhing goods 1 each village in certain taluks | Moturpba " 6,880
annually ren




Btatement showing the permanent reductions made in different branches of revenue in all the districte during

15 years from 1841—cont.

Head to which the

1
Districts Year. X Items. | item belon g5 Amount.
- o f
RS,
1848 o Gold dust rent on monopoly of purchasing ashes of the furnaces | Moturpha 1,690
GodAvari—cont. . of goldsmiths.
1854 . Duties on goods experted from or imported into the Nizam’s | Land Customs . 4,317
dominions.
Total 1,03,493
1841-42 Tax on aheep and goats ., Moturpha v 6,410
1866-57 " | Do. on Do. - 9,585
1854-55 and 1856-56 Do. on homed cattle in the Nazam_patam Circars Do. e 1,256
1846.47 3 Do. on the looms of Pariahs : a3 Do. 810
1843-44 .. Bootpooroshee or tax on certain classes .. Do. i 3,266
1853-54 . o th:n duty or tax on grain brought for sale at Mfmga].agm Do. " 124
74T,
Do. fE 3 .. | Nuzzerana on looms in the A,nomully \rlllﬂgb Do. - 6
1854 . . .. | Tax on washing green Do i 368
1856 - 4 Do. on shepherds 4,536
Kistna 1843-44 i . Bootpooroshee levied on the huts of todd; drawers Sundlﬁ small farms 250
" mnaea
1856-567 % 3 . | Tax on dates (small) used for making buaskets 200
1844 o . . | General inland and town duties . e . Land Lustnma 56,076
1864-55 o . | Froutiar do. do. - e - - Do, 1,742
1844 o Transit duty . W s o W .o Do « 81,820
1854 53 .. | Frontier duty e - Do. 43,202
1847-48 v . | Duty on cotton exported to Nizam’s i.emtor; Do. . 692
Do. ‘. ; Do. on goods exported to and imported from Britieh porta .. | Sea Customs 1,849
1853-54 o, | Do. on paddy, &c., 1mported at any of the ports in the Do . 2,078
district. I .
1854 - o - | Do. 11,740

1 Tax on exports and imports . .




Btatement showing the permanent reductions made in different branches of recenue in all the districts during

15 years from 1841—cont.

Districts. Year.

1855-56 and 1856-67 .
1856-57 e fe
Do. . x .

Do. y g -
1855-56 e
1847-48 . ..

Do. . : ari

Do. ¥ % s

Do. . ..

Do. . s :
1847-48 .. .. ..

Do. - % -
1854-56 e

Ristna—cont, (35452 1.
LEM .
?@3‘55 3.
T
_8%5 §§ 4.
2 5
1862 ..< §§§§§ ¢ &
| Z2E%a 8.
kSESy 9.
5@...5 i
553;5 11
85% 12.
ﬂim .

r
w

Head to which the |

g

Items. i item belongs. | Amount.
BS.

Poollary or grazing tax .. .. .. .. .. | Miscellaneous . 76,626
Tax on firewood cut in certain jungles on the coast . o Do. . 800
Reduction of assessment in the Mangalagiri taluk 5. i Do. e 29,080
Reduction of assessment in certain villages on the sea coast . | Do. .. 22,581
Abolition of Toonga rent in Churala village .. . | Do. . 642
Rush and rattan rents paid by basket-makers ., i | Do. . 74
Rent of fishing creeks . .o v . . o | Do. " b8
Tax on collecting cow-dung in two villages aen . o l Do. . &
Do. paid by petty shopkeepers during the digging of cheyroot. . | Deo. . 8
Fee ou gathering (banian) leaves for platters in the village of | Do. . 8

Pedda Lanka. |
Toongu, Relloo, Awara—Rents of different kinds of grass i Do. - 678
Tax un spades for digging cheyroot . GB . BE B l Do. .. 7
Do. on fruit trees grown in ryots’ fields (estimated) .. vl Do. . 400
Presents made to zemindars, gc., inthe asara feast .. ., ’ Land Revenue .. 816
Presents made to the Jandlord by the farmers for permission to | 0. . 1,688

cat the crop. .
Proportionate contribution on assessment to zillahdars or petty | Do. “s 1,304

revenue officers .
Charges of a purganah or division of estate b 75 Do. - 991
Fees to shroff or money-changer .. it = n Do. .. 140
Village charges : i a5y s . e . Do. - 586
Extra assessment collected by zemindars for palan expenditure. Do. 43 2,679
Fees to the writer or accountant k. e - Do. .. 8
Grain allowance to village goddess .. . - e Do. i 78

Do. to a person employed to watch the produce .. Do. " 216

Puttah in the name of village goddess .. . o Do. 68
‘T'wo handfuls of graiu to village servants .. Do. o5 61
Fees to the revenue accountant . ES N o - Do. 3 138




Statement showing the permanent reductions made in different branches of revenue in all the districts during
15 years from 1841—oont.

Head to which the

Districts, Year, Items. item belongs. Amount.

r — . ) “‘
i ag.é SEpeal ) 14. | Increase of the price of the GGovernment share of the produce. |Land Revenue .. 51
,Egnggéag 15. | Sundry charges T . - Do. - 71
2GR EEST & | 16. | Fee for measurement 0 55 e sm, G i Do. . 22
SE-€gg g2 17. | Allowance for reaping or cutting the crop i | Do. 2
. 1852 4 E z é ® = p18. | Grain allowance to Brahmins of Peishears i Do. . 23
Kistna—cont .3 £o,8,5& ©% |19, | Grain to peons who watch the produce | Do. 26
S2EER :S%E , 20. | Grain to village-watcher - 0E Do, 5 68
§§fé'§£§% aglaL Fees to zemindars .- r De. . 10
& —*" ™} 22. | Pagoda fees = Do. X £2
18563 .. | Jungle tax . p ’ Do. 115
1856 Grain allowance - Do. P 430
L . { Inams .. ] Do. 2,002
Total !t " 3,68,599
1856 5% . .+ ' Tax on goldsmithe' ashes v { Moturpha i 179
: 1844 - .. | Inland duties R | Land ms ..| 1,07,109
| Nellore .. 4] 1848 - - .. | Duties on exports and imports .. s - .. Sea Customs - 13,000
; 1866 . ; .. | Reduction in Mooloom and Jarib or garden assessment Land Revenue - 50,718
i Do. e - . Do.  dry land assessment - .3 Do. .. 65,931
' Total e 2,36,927
[ 1844-45 a5 . | Duty levied on articles of consumption - Land Customs - 1,980,980
1848-49 . .+ | Tax on goldsmiths' ashes . g Sung ¢ small farms 1,619

} and licenses.

Cuddapuh 4] 184243 .. .. Pagoda offcrinﬁ .. v .| Do. . 1,601
| | 1844-45 g8 . . | Loss in the exchange of Canteroy pagodas . | Miscellaneous e 32,000
{11855-56 % . | Reduction in assessment of waste lands . . | Land Revenuse 7,597
Total ., _— 2,33,697




Biatement showrag the permanent reductions made in different branches of revenue in all the districts during

15 ynars from 1841—cont.

i

P Head to which
Districts. Year. Items , the item belongs. ! Amount.
S,
(1 1865-56 = s .+ Reduction of ¢ wet '’ land rates abote Rs 18 for a single crop | Land Revenue 1,131
and Ra. 27 for two crops to those rates respectively

1842-43 . ++ , “Goodivaram * on money collected at the native pagodas .. | Moturpha 681

1864-55 ; i Sheep tax levied from other classes than shephe; cu)twatmg Do. 1,311

1843-44 . - . Towu duties .. 8 & Land Customs 71,887

iary and < Do. e . ++ | Inland duties g Do. 1,31,817

Apantapur. Do. . . .« | Inland duties on the frontier of Kurnool Do 13,667

1845-46 . . Inland duties on the 8condoor frontier . g Do 838

1844.45 . i Do on the Mysore do Do | 1,01,388

1844-45 o i Do on the Nizam's  do Do 1567

1854-55 . b Do. on the do do Do. - 5,186

(| 1848-49 . -+ { Sundry collections made on small farms and heenscs Sundry small fanns i 599

and licenses |

Total SR sman

r| 1850-51 . . «. | Tax on skins Moturpha & l 404

Do. ve et.able-scllers Do p 640

Do indigo vats Do 174

Do. skins § . No s 198

" ][))o. iime-kllns " - 20 £ 5:3

..4 | 1852-563 . . y o butchers 0. .
Kurnool Do. kabob cooks | Do -+
Do contractors for sale dehvery nf curts hursea. &c uy B Do 86
Hyderabad. .

1 Do. mtﬁe-gruara i . Do i 37

L \ Do. measyurers . .e e Do 104 |




Statement showing the permanent reductions made in different branches cf revenue in all the districts during

Districts. 1 Year.
|
[, 1853-54
A — if 1854-65 ..
1
h e
]
]
i
. 1
Chingleput .. | 1843 -
1848 .
|
North Arcot gg‘
1841
1848

1
!
L

15 years from 1841—cont.

1

Head to which
Items the 1tem belongs. Amount.
N [
BB,
Tax on Mahomedans' houses [ Moturpba 276
Do  butchers i Do. 776
Do toddy shops Do. 1,288
' Reduction of assessment ! Land Revenue 2,695
| Customs |l Land Customs 11,2567
| Total wi 18,403
: ngher rate of ryots’ share | Land Revenue i 677
Remissions at 12} per cent . Do . 661
| Du at 11 do. Do . 114
at 2 do Do. o 2
Do from the usual fixed assessment Do. o | 137
! Permanent cowle . Do. " 304
Dasabandam on remssion of a portlon of publu. revenue to Do. : 51
those who created sources of 1rr!g'ahon
Fixed money cowl e [ Do. . E 582
Total ) 2,628
f
Tax on persons selling betel in the Chittoor and Kaveripak | Moturpha " ] 19
taluks
Daily tax on the bazaars, &c., i Ranipet Do . ‘ 147
Tax on catching water-fowls in the Kaveripak tenk Do. o g b
House-tax on bearers in the Satghur taluk Do . 32
Tax collected from the bazaarmen at Tirupati and Tru:hemoore Do. - 34
under the denomination of ¢ Yiralum Amavasya Punnoo ™ .
or new moon tax.

ey



Btatement showing the permanent reductions made in different branches of revenue in all the districts during

!
|

15 years from 1841—cont.

Items

]

Head to which the
item belongs.

.. | Tax collected from the weavers in Tirupatr under the denom- ! Moturpha

| mation of ‘ Parsy Catnum 7 Lo
.. | Tax on houses collected 1n Tirupati under the denomination
of “ Illpovaripannoo.”
.. | Tax on skins 1n the Chandragin taluk
Do. in the Kangundi division .
Tax on Congoos of villages collected under the denomination of
““ Congoetundagem " L
.. | Tax on iron foundries in the Kangundi division.
.. | Tax on ahal}herds collectod under the denomination of ** Coo-
rootares’’ 1n the Kangund: division. .
Davastanam obuyen; (festival) tox in the Chittoor, Tiruvallam
and Tirvuttoor taluks
Tax on the manufacture of saltpetre in the Tiruvallam taluk
Tax on the privilege of collecting fuller’s earth
. Tax collected from the Pamahsin the Satghur taluk under the
denomination of * Maula Bunkeyalum.”
.. | Tax on the privilege of cutting and selling grass in the Chmdrn;-'
giri taluk rollected under the denomination of « Pﬂlo::ma‘
.| Tax on sellers of vegetables . . .-
.. , Tax for collecting hopey and wax
.. | Tax on the privilege of digging for pipe clay
.. | Tax on digging for sandal stone et
.. | Tax on the privilege of cutting wood for building houses
.. | For the entire district o . .
.. | Frontier customs .. » - .
.. | Tax on betel-sellers in Walajapet .. T .
Tax collected from the villages of Dasoor in the Waudiyuh
taluk under the denomination of ¢ Summarathum’ or
community of small traders.

.

Do

Deo.
Do

Da 5

Do.
Land Customs
Do.
Moturpha

Do. .

Amount.

209

37
32
8

25

70

16

40

11
1,12,221
28,147
39

a7




Statement showing the permanent reductions made in different branches of revenue in all the districts during

conl.

| South Arcot

Districts.

15 years from 1841—cont.

Do.
July 1848

! July 1848
July 1851
| 1848

S’

qi

28y v¥

—

i_' 1854 to 1856

(] 18t September 1854

Head to which the
ftems. item belonge. Amount.
g e e L . S —
’ BS.
Caval Cundayem tax in the Wandiwash faluk .. Moturpha o 43
Tax on shepherds collected in the W andiwash taluk inder the Do. 53 11
denomination of ** Golla caurum.’ ..
Tax un betel-sellers in the town of Chittoor ., Do. . 22
Tampcmry remission of assessment in anticipation of remission | Land Revenue . 3,49,900
in progress. et
Total .. | — 4,91,578
Duties on various articles liable to Land Customs. . | Land Customs 1,41,736
Daties on tobacro, betel-nut, bhang and godauk - a1 Do. 17,082
. | Fee on stamping weights und measures in Cuddalore town Do. 327
i Frontier customs on various articles - i Do. 31,851
Duties on cotton wool . } Do. 1,111
Daties on various petty articlos of wnaumptmn oo 0. . 3,722
Equalizing the duty on goods imported and prorted on forelgn | Sea Customs - 2,600
bottoms with that levied on British bottoms.
Tax on temporary shops - Moturpha ‘12
.. | Other petty items .. 6 i 0. 110
. | Duty on washermen’s earth Sundry small farms 22
! and licenses.
Rattan rent Do. 221
Chank rent .. |. Do. 50
Dut} onjungle produce, dyeing bark, bees’ wax, hone) ,&e. .| Do. - a5
Revenue
Land-ta t, &.. and water-rat, l 53,12 L oseTu
’ } nd-tax assessment, &, and water-rates 5 Sundry small farms i ,64,
i | and ficenses 988. |/
| Total .. i 11,63,469
{ {




Statement showing the permanent reductions made in different branches of revenue in all the districts during

Tanjore ..

“Trichinopoly .

4

1853-H4

1855-b6
1844-45

1843-44
Do.
Do.

18562-53

1864-b5
Do.
Do.

1866-67

I

15 years fmm 1841-—cont.

fte ms.

Total

Tax on bamboos -

Taxes on trees - . ve
Roossooms .

Saderwar o e 75

Cawnyvary @ 9 2
Nanyarvuttum ; . .
Yarymera .. . ..
Kunemera . .. . .. "
Land tax . ..
Land Customs on cloths and sundries

Tobacco monopoly
Tcax on betel ,, &

ustoms on dru w(e-goods &c.
Kallar Caval feegs’P.. #a
Rents of honey and bees’ wax
Reduction of assessment on tobacco gardens
Do on nunjah gardens .
Do.  on punjah gardens under wells

Total ..

Abolition of ussessment on wet lands in Settanandel vrﬂsges

in Ramnad,

Head to which the
item belongs. i Amount.
|
B8,
Land Customs [ 2,890,112
Stmdrl; small farms 1,402
1censes
Do. o5 1 3,790
Miscellaneous o 3,275
Do & 6,183
Do . 7,721
Do. - 10,989
Do as 151
Do. . 46
Land Revenue % 2,387,602
Land Customs .o 98,748
1 3,689,907
|
. 1 Tobacco » 63,660
Do " 96,250
Land Customs i 1,14,761
Stamp Revenue .. 36
Do. . 276
Land Revenue . €,432
Do. . 4,69¢
Do. -~ 16,506
Do. - 166
. 3,02,672

Total ..




Statement showing the permanent reductions made in different branches of revenue in all the districts during

Districts.

Tinnevelly

P

Year

18561-52
1853-b4

1854-55 -
1866-57

1855-56
1843-43 -

18434 .
Do.
Do.
Do. "

1863 .. &5

Do.

1847-48

1850-51 %

184748 -
Do

1844 to 1849
1853-54

15 years from 1841 —cont. .

Head to which the

Itema item belongs Amount.
BE
Assessment upon 37 descriptions of trees - 714 .. | Lund Revenue 4,464
High level nunjah lands watered by means of picottshs, &c Do 9,088
exempted from payment of & moety of the usual nunjah tax
Rovenuo derived from petty il products 7 . Do. 6,780
Nelavary or grazing tax collected from the Naztamygars and Do 106
shepherds of a few villages in certan taluks.
ATE:}:é(on of special assessment on trees in inam and puttah De. . 14,672
Al‘“poo(footah of secking for jewels, bits of precious metal, | Moturpha 85
&c , dropped on the roads
Land Customs ol Land Customs 88,657
Beotel farm rented Do 31,120
Tobacco rent . . Do a 26,336
tent of the duty on cheyroot . .. . Do 2,700
Frontier export duty on piece-goods, rape ered, &c , reduced Do 24,5666
from 5 to 3 per cent
Frontier export duty on cocoanut, &c , reduced from 5 to 34 Do 622
per cent.
Frontier export duty on cotton wool exported Do 3,996
o on sundry articles as Do 762
Export duty on cotton wool . Sea Customs 44,596
Do on sundry articles P Do 13,882
Total . i 2,76,291
Duty on piece-gooda, &c e . Land Customs 1,80,164
Calacachadam or tax on persons selhngtobacco, betel, &c, 1n | Moturpha 393

the fields during harvest




Statement showing the i:ermaﬂent reductions made in different branches of revenue in all the districts during

15 years from 1841—cont.

COoimbatore—aont,

Salem

<

1850 and 1851 Ve ve

1850 to 1854 .
1850 to 1855
1851 and 1854
1854 and 1856
Do,
Do.
1868

Board’s Proceedings, dated
28th March 1844.

17th March 1845

17th March 1851

2nd Octgher 1854 s

By sanction of Government,
dated the 10th July 1854.

By sanction of Government,
dated the 20th December
1855, conveyed in Board’s
Proceedings, dated 24th
January 1856.

Itema. .

Mudurcutty or tax cn basket-makers and house tax on Pariahe,

&e,

Tax on palmyTas

Tax on fruit trees .. v -

Honey rent, tax on dyeing root, hill-rent von - i

Reduction of assessment at 12 and 15 gor cent. on old gardens.

Reduction of assessment at §rd of the fixed assessment

Reduction of aserssment on gardens classed with first-zate
punjah .

Rcdlu?[ion of assessment on nunjah lands over-ascessed

Total
Inland duties on goods ..

Farma of betel and tobacco

Transit duties levied an the Mysore frontier
Tax on cocoanut trees in putcut lands

Tax or other trees in putcut lands ;
Land assessment in the Paramatti taluk

Assessment on well garden landa in the Talaghaut taluk

Head to which the

item belongs. ) Amount.'

RS,
Moturpha 1,211
Miscellaneous - 22,033
Da. . 3,901
Do. 4,378
Land Revenue 68,067
Do. 50,543
Do. 38,969
o 3,027
$E% 3,72,686
% Land Customs. 1,156,046
Do. 17,010
Land Revenue 1,284
Do. 1,958
Do. 1,662
Do. 8,310




Statement showing the perpranent reductions made in different branches of revenue in all the districts during °
15 years from 1841 ~—cont.

L

1 i
" ; i Head to which the
Districts. Year. ltems. item belongs, Amount.
:_ J - S __\_i__ e I . ISP
! B8,
Salem—oons. . B&ﬂ order of Guvernment, { Tax on <cattered trees i unoccupied lande | : .. Land Hevepue .. 2,966
ted 31st May 1865 i
gioard’ Procsedings, — T
ted 29th October 1865). Total . o % 1,69,130
| 1841-42 . .+ '«v|Tax levied frum blacksmiths, earpenters, and weavers . . ' Moturpha e 450
April 1544 .. are - | Duty levied on frontier trade and the Halut duty on betel- | Land Customs .. 2,565,664
nut, pepper and carda oms.
. Do - . -+ | Duties (sayer) levied on exports of betel-nut, pepper, carda- ! Sea Customs 5% 2,317,641
Cannvs. . . moms, &
[{ 1852 .. s - Government tobact o monopoly Tobaceo - 2,91,141
1854-66 - - .. | Duty levied on the manufacture of ]aggen‘ ‘from tnddy of ! Moturpha - 323
palmyra and cocoanut trees
L] 1887-58 - - .. | Tax fixed by herdsmen . - . - Suan small farms 40
and licenses.
Total .. 2 a6 7,865,042
1852-52 . of % Tax on jungle produce .. | Sundry small farms 1,171

}
i
i
i
|
and licenses.

1853-54 S [ Do i G . .. Do. .. .. 803

1864-55 - i - Do. .. .- Do .. s 1,814

Malabar .. 9 1848-49 o .. IAddaknkally or tax on betel-nut dyers .. .. .o | Moturpha .. . 321

1846-47 and 184748 Tiathora or tax on Tiwrs . . Do. - - 93
1848-49 and 1849-50 Vannan Jemmom or tax levied from dhobies or washermen o Do. i = 23
1851 -562 6 - Tax on houses below [ silver fanam or 3 annas and 2 pms i Do - aen 5,002
1852-53 - - Tobacco mounopoly g - e - Tobacco .. ae 5,66,112




Statewment showing the permanent reductions made in different branches of revenue wn all the districts durmg

15 years fromy 1841 —cont.

Malabar—ront

{ 1843-44
1846-47

1852
1855
Do
1844
1853

Madraa .,

PR S

|
1| [tems ' H?t:ntaob:}&: nc::he Amount
\ Rs.
Land customs, except frontter duty . v aLand Customs 1,02,524
« .. Frontier duts i . . | Do 4,599
[ . Total . I 6,82,462
Quit-rent on certain holdings o la . i Land Reyvenue . . 68
! Ground rent on lime-kilns . . . | Do 766
Lacensge fee on do . . e } Do @12!
Land Customs . i . ; y . . Land Customs . 5,84,963
Frontier Customs . an : JI Do .. 199
| Total .. 5,86,048
L Grand Total .. | . 68,32,216
| | — -
! { | Land Revenue 19,42,808
[ | LaE
28 s
Total for the Presidency Land Customs 32,23,366
Sundry farms and 15,103
licenses
L | Abohtion of tobacco| 10,17,163
monopoly .
Miacellaneous - 2,21,966
Grand Total ../ . 68,32,215

i PP . P . o
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(B.)—Eetracts from Dr. Buchanan’s * Journey from Madras through
Mysore, Oanara and Malabar in 1800.”

Bhavdni, Coimbatore district.—The hinds, or servants hired for the
ear by the farmers, are here called Padiyals, and are on the same
ooting with the Batigas of Karnata. They sometimes bind themselves

for a number of years, in which case the master advances money for
their marriage expenses, and deducts so much from their monthly
pay, until he is repaid. Unless tied down by some stipulation of this
nature, they may change their service whenever they please. A servant
gets from his master a house, and from fifteen to twenty Gopdldy
efanams or from 5s. to 6s. 84. a year, with a monthly allowance of
twenty Vullas or 11}y bushel of grain. Their wives, when they are
able to work, have daily wages. Day laborers at harvest time, whether
men or women, get .daily one Bulla and a half (rather more than %
bushel) of the grain called Cumbu. At weeding the crops, the daily
wages are one Bulla of Cumbu, or about 1$ of a bushel. A man work-
ing with a hatchet or pickaxe gets one Gopdldy fanam (about 4d.) a
duy; carrying earth in baskets, or tho like; he gets 2 of a Gopdlay
Janam, or 3d. ; and porters, for carrying a load eight Urnaliwwullied, or
Malabar hours’ journey, get two Gopdldy fanams or nearly 8d.

On the houses of the Natives in Coimbatore district.—I went ten
Malabar hours’ journey to Navaputty ; that is, the nine villages, having
formerly been the principal of nine adjacent hamlets. It is a sorry
place, containing about 20 houses. The huts of the country, called
Chera, are like beehives, and consist of a circular mud wall about
three feet high, which is covered with a long conical roof of thitch.
Contrary to what might have been expected in a hot climate, hut
agreeably to the custom of almost all Hindus, one small door is the
only outlet for smoke, and the only inlet for air and light. Each
family has a hut for sleeping, another for cooking, and a third for a
store-house. Wealthy men add more huts to their premises, but seldom
attempt at any innovation in the architecture of the country.

On the condition of the people (Northern division of' Coimbatore).~—
The cultivators and peasantry contiuue exactly in the same dress, and
same houses, that they used in Tippoo’s government, and have a
prejudice against changes. Major Macleod thinks that their women
are beginning to wear more gold and silver ornaments than they for-

" merly did. The merchants and manufacturers are evidently improvin
in their manner of living, are forsaking their pyramidal or conica
huts, and are erecting tiled houses. To enable them to do this, Go-
vernment, without charging interest, advances money which is repsid
by instalments.

On the poverty of the peasantry (Dhdrdpuram, Coimbatore district).—
Mr. Hurdis thinks that the present rents are greatly too high; and
no doubt, the peasantry here, as well as in almost every part of
India, are miserably poor. I am inclined to think, however, that
other causes contribute more to this than the greatness of the
rents. Mr. Hurdis says that all the land which is not cultivated is by
no means unlet (7T%rs7) ; but owing to the want of rain and of stock,
the farmers are not able to cultivate the whole of what they remt.
This, in my opinion, shows that the fields are by no means over-
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amsessed ; and that the farmers, if they wonld not grasp at niore
than they have stock to manage, might be in a much movre comfortable
situation. One great cause indeed of the poverty of the farmers, and
congequent poverty of crops in many parts of India, is the custom of
foreing land upon people who have no means of cultivating it. Thus
all the lands are apparently occupied; but it is in a manner that ig
worse than if one-half of them were entirely waste. I believe every
intelligent farmer in England will say that one acre fully improved
will give more profit than two that are half cultivated.

On servants employed in agriculiure (Dhdrdpuram).—The servants
employed here in agriculture are hired in the beginning of the year
for twelve months. They may change their service when their term
expires if they be not in their master’s debt; but as he gemerally
advances money for their marriages and other ceremonies, they are
seldom at liberty to go away. They get twenty bullas of rough rice
(paddy) a month with four fanams apd one siliga of rough rice
yearly, and their master pays their house-rents. The whole is about
31 bushels of rough rice, of which one-half is husk, with two shillings
in money, besides the house-rent which will not exceed one or two
shillings a year. These servants generally have one wife, who at
seed time and hervest works for the master for daily wages. A
woman’s daily wages are four puddies of grain worth about nine-
tenths of a penny. A man gets six puddies of grain. A servant
with these wages can once or twice a month procure a little animal
food. Milk is too expensive. His common diet consists of some
boiled grain, with a little salt and capsicum, and perhaps some pickles.
His drink is the water in which the grain was boiled. He has ve
little clothing, and that little is extremely dirty ; his house is a hovel,
and he is commonly overrun with vermin and cutaneous disorders.
The women, although not clean, are fully clothed.

On servants and price of labour (Polidehi, Oovmbatore).—There
are here two kinds o? servants employed by the farmers to cultivate
the lands ; they are called padiyals and pungals. The padiyals receive
yearly 8 podis of grain (29 bushels), worth 48 Vir’-Raya fanams, with
10 fanams in money, and a house. The 58 fanams are equal to £1 8s.
91d. The wife :amdy children of the padiyal are paid for whatever work
they perform. He is hired by the year; but if he contracts a debt with
his master, he cannot quit the service till that be discharged.

The pungals go to a rich farmer, and for a share of the orop
undertake to cultivate his lands. He advances the cattle, implements,
geed, and money or grain that is necessary for the subsistence of the

nniala. He also gives each family a house. He takes no share in
he Iabour which is all performed by the pungals, and their wives and
children ; but he pays the rent out of his share on the division of the
crop, which takes place when that is ripe. If a farmer employs six
pungals to cultivate his land, the produce is divided into 15 portions,
which are distributed as follow :—

“T'o the farmer, or punnadi, for rent, seed, &c. . 6
To do. do. for proﬁt w1
To do. do. for nterest of money advanced 2
To the pungals or laborers ... .. .. .. 6

15 portions,
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Out of their portions the pungals must repay the farmer the money
which he has advanced for their subsistence. The farmers prefer
employing padiyals, when they can be procured; but among the
laborers the condition of the pungals is considered as preferable to
that of the padiyals. Sixz-fifteenths of the whole produce is indeed a
very large allowance for the manual labour bestowed on any land, and
as the farmer can afford to give it, the rents must be moderate.

Pdighat, Churmars, or Slaves.—By far the greater part of the
labour in the field is performed by slaves or churmars. These are the
absolute property of their devarus, or lords, and may be employed on
any work that their masters please. They are not attached to the soil,
but m&{ be sold or transferred in any manner that the master thinks
fit ; only a husband and wife cannot be sold separately, but children
may be separated from their parents, and brothers from their sisters.
The slaves are of different castes, such as Parriar, Vullam, Canacun,
Erilay, &c., and the differences in the customs by which the marriages
of these castes are regulated occasion a considerable varation in the
right of the master to the children of his slaves according to the
caste to which they belong. 'The master is considered as boand to.
give the slave a certain allowance of provisions: a man or woman,
while capable of labour, receives two edangallies of rice i the husk
weekly, or two-sevenths of the allowance that I consider as reasonable
for persons of all ages included. Children and old persons past
labour get one-half only of this pittance, and no allowance whatever
is made for infants. This wounld be totally inadequate to support
them ; but the slaves on each estate get ome-twenty first part of the
gross produce of the rice in order to encourage them toc care and
industry. A male slave annually gets 7 cubits of cloth, and a woman
14 cubits. They erect for themselves small temporary huts that are
little better than large baskets. These are placed in the rice-fields

while the crop is on the ground, and near the stacks while it is
thrashing.

There are three modes of transferring the usufruct of slaves.
The first is by jenmum, or sale, where the full value of the slave is
given, and the property is entirely transferred to a new master, who
18, in sSome mesasure, bound by his interest to attend to the welfare of
his slave. A young man with his wife will sell for from 250 to 300
fanams, or from £6 4s. 1}d. to £7 8s. 114d. Two or three young
children will add 100 fanams, or £2 9s. 7§d. to the value of the
family. Four or five children, two of whom are beginning to work,
will meke the family worth from 500 to 600 fanams or from £12
8s. 3d. to £14 17s. 11d, The second manner of transferring the
labour of slaves is by kanom or mortgage. The proprietor réceives a
loan of money, generally two-thirds of the value of the slaves; he
also receives annually a small quantity of rice, to show that his
property in the slaves still exists ; and he may reassume this property
whenever he pleases to repay the money borrowed, for which in the
meanwhile he pays no interest. In case of any of the slaves dying, he
is held bound to supply another of equal value. The lender maintains
the slaves and has their labour for the interest of his mgney and for
their.support. The third manner of employing slaves is by letting
them for patom, or rent. In this case, for a certain annual sum, the
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master gives them to another man ; and the borrower commands théir
iabour and provides them with their maintenance. The annusl hire is-
8 fanams (8s. 114d.) for a man and half as much for a woman.
These two tenures are utterly abominable; for the person who exaots
the labour and furnishes the subsistence of the slave is directly
interested to incresse the former and diminish the latter as much as
possible. In fact, the slaves are very severely treated, and their
diminutive stature and squalid appearance show evidently a want of
adequate nourishment. There can be no comparison between their
condition and that of the slaves in the West India islands, except that
in Malabar there are a sufficient number of females who are allowed
to marry any person of the same caste with themselves, and whose
labour is always exacted by their husband’s master, the master of the

girl having no authority over her so long as she lives with another
man’s slave,

Manapuram, Malabar.—~ At Manapuram a sluve, when 80 years old,
costs about 100 fanams, or £2 14s. 7d.; with a wife he costs double.
Children sell at from 15 to 40 fanams, or from 8s, 2}1d. to 21s. 10d.
A working slave gets daily three-tenths of a poray of rough rice, or
about 364 bushels a year. He also gets annually 1 fanam for oil and
1} fanams for cloth, which is just sufficient to wrap round his waist.
If he be active, he gets cloth worth 2 fanams, and at harvest time
from 5 to 6 porays of rough rice. Old people and children get from
one to two-thirds of the above allowance, according to the work
which they can perform.

Tdmracheri, northern division of Malabar.-——The daily allowance
here established for slaves is of rough rice—

i Cubical inches Bushels.
To able-bodied men, 6 nalhs
heaped : . = 1484 yearly 25¢
To able-bodied women, 6
nallis streaked ... ... = 108% » o 174
To old persons and children—
3 nallis heaped ... o= 74} » 1248

The average, allowing one child and one old person to every two
men and two women m the prime of age, will be 18+% bushels, of
which one-half is husk. When the scarcity that usually happens
every year prevails, they get part of their allowance in yams
(Dioscoreas), jacks (Artocarprs) or plantains (Musa). When harvest
is over, they receive each, according to their activity, a present of 8
or 4 porays of rough rice, or from 1 to 14% bushels, which will make
the annual average about 94 bushels of rice. Their masters give
them also some salt, oil and pepper, and they are allowed to keep
fowls. Each person has annually three pieces of cloth. The slaves
say, what indeed cannot be doubted, that they are much better used
by their own masters than when they are let out on mortgage
(kanom) or hire (patom).

Tellicherry, Malabar.—The farmers (cudians), whether cultivating
rice ground?or plantations, according to Mr. Rodrigues, live very
poorly, althongh they get almost four-fifths of the grain, and at least
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ope-third of the prodmoe, of the taxable trees. They mostly labons
with their own bands, there being few slaves. The hired servants,
who are chiefly Tiars, work only from half-past six in the mornin
ugti] noom, and get as daily wages 2} edan%xl.liea of rongh rice. A
the sfternoon they labour for themselves. The edangally containing
108 cubical inches, & man by half-a-day’s work, allowing one-seventh
of his time for holidays, can gain 39} bushels of grain. Although
the cudians may therefore live in a very inferior condition to an
English farmer, it is impossible that they should live scantily ;
while a day laborer by working only half of the day can procure so
much grain.

Oherikal, Malabar.—In Cherikal and Cotay-hutty there are slaves,
chiefly of the Poliar and Pariar castes ; but the greater part of the
caltivation is carried on by panicar or hired men, who are Nairs, Mop«
lahs and Tiars. These panicars are at liberty to change their service
whenever they please, unless they be indebted to their master; and
abont one-half of them are in that state. They work from morning to
noon, when they are allowed an hour for hreakfast. They then work
until evening, and all night they watch the crops. The master gives
the servant a hut, a piece of cloth twice a year, from 6 to 12 silver
fanams (274 to 55 pence) annually for oil and salt, and a daily allow-
ance of rice, which is larger than that given to the slaves. When
the servant is in debt, stoppages from this allowance are made. 'L'he
panicars are frequently flogged ; and as their masters are not bound
to provide for them in old age, or during famine, they seem to be in a
worse condition than the slaves. Their wives and children, if they do
any work for their master, get wages.

Mangalore, South Canaru.—The cultivation 1s chiefly carried on by
culialu or hired servants; but there are also some muladalu, bought
men or slaves, A hired man gets daly 2 hanies of clean rice or
annnally 213 bushels, together with 14 rupee’s worth of cloth, a

oda in cash, and s house. A hired woman gets 1} rapees for
cloth, and three-fourths of the man’s allowance of grain. In the plant-
ing season the woman hired by tho day gets £ hanies of rice, or 128
cubical inches. These wages are very high, and may enable the hire
gservants to keep a family in the greatest abundance. It is evident
from this that the stock required to cultivate eight morays of land was
exocessively exaggerated by the proprietors. The wages 1n grain alone
would amount to 1564 morays of rice for 8 morays sowing, so that to
pay even then would require at least 40 seeds. We may safely allow
6 morays for each plongh fully wronght; but the number of ploughs
in the whole district amounta to rather less than 1 to 3 morays of rice
ground in actual cultivation according to the revenue accounts, owing,
probably, to a want of cattle and other stock. At the end of the year,
the hired servant may chan%e his servioe, if he be free from debt ; but
that is seldom the case. When he gets deeply involved, his master
may sell his sister’s children to discharge the amount, and his ser-
vices may be transferred to any other man who chooses to take him
:ﬁﬁ,o,% ;n;::ﬁm %o his lmn.qéer.b Inhfact, he differs little from &

Ay 318 allowance is larger, bat then the r is 1
b9, pravide for him in siokness or 1a old age. waster is 2ot obliged
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A male slave is allowed daily 1§ hany of rice, or three-fourths of
the allowanve of a hired servant ; & woman receives 1 hany. The man
gets 14 rupee’s worth of cloth and 2 rupees in cash; the womaa is
allowed only the cloth. They recsive also a trifling allowance of oil,
salt, and other seasonings. A small allowance is given to children
and old people. When a slave wishes to marry, he receives 5 pago-
das (2 guineas) to defray the expense. The wife works with the
husband’s master. On the hushand’s death, if the wife was a slave,
all the children belong to her mother’s master; but, if she was for-
merly free, she and all her children belong to her husband’s master.
A good slave sells for 10 pagodas, or about 4 guineas. If he has a
wife who was formerly free and two or three children, the value is
doubled. The slave may be hired out, and the renter both exacts his
labor and finds him subsistence. Slaves are also mortgaged ; but
the mortgagor is not obliged to supply the place of a slave that dies,
and in case of accidents the debt becomes extinguished, which is an
excellent regulation. Free men of low caste, if they are in debt or
trouble, sometimes sell their sisters’ children, who are their heirs.
They have no authority over their own children who belong to their
maternal uncles.

Honavar, in Canara.—In the farms of the Brahmans most of the
labor is performed by slaves. These people get daily 13 hany of rice ;
a woman receives 1 hany. BEach gets yearly 24 rupees’ worth of cloth,
and they are allowed time to build a hut for themselves in the cocoa-
nut garden. They bave no other allowance, and out of this pittance
must support their infants and aged people. The woman’s share is
nearly 15 bushels a year, worth rather less than 14} rupees ; to this if
we add her allowance for cloths, she gets 165 rupees a year, equal to
£1 16s. 84d. ''he man’s allowance is 22} bushels, or 234 rupees, or
£2 3s. 0fd. A male free servant, hired by the day, gets 2 hanigs of
rice ; both work from seven in the morning until five in the evenimng ;
but at noon they are allowed half-an-hour to eat some victuals that
are dressed in the family as part of their allowance, and every caste
can eat the food which 8 Brahman has prepared.

8erst, North Canara.—In this country a few slaves are kept; but
most of the labor, even in the grounds of the Brahmans, 18 performed
by the proprietors, or hired servants. 'The Haiga Brahmans toil on
their own ground at every kind of labor, but they never work for hire.
The hired servants seldom receive any money in advance, and conse-
quently at the end of the year are free to go away. No warping is
necessary, either on the part of the master or of the servants. These
eat three times a day n their master’s house, and get annually one
blanket, one handkerchief, and in money 6 pagodas, or 2¢ rupees, or
£2 8s. 41d. Their wives are lred by the day and get 14 seers of
rough rice and 3 dudus, of which 494 are equal to 1 rupee. In so
poor a country these wages are very high. A male slave gets daily 2
ncks seers of vough rice, with annually one blanket, one handker-
ohief, & piece of cotton cloth, and some i, tamarmds, and capsicnm.
He no money, except at marriages; but these cost 16
or £B 8# 1134, for, the woman must be purchased. She and, all her
children of course become the property of her hushaud’s master. The
woman-slave gets daily 14 seers of rough rice, a blanket and asnually
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a piece of cotton cloth, and a jacket. Children and old people get
some ready-dressed victuals at the house of the master, and are also
allowed some clothing. The men work from sunrise till sunset, and
at noon are allowed one Hindu hour, or about 24 minutes, for dinner.
The women are allowed till about 8 o’clock in the morning to prepare
the dinner, which they then carry to the fields and continue to work
there with the men until sunset.

Soumda, in Canara.—A farmer who has five ploughs is esteemed
a rich man. With these he must keep 6 men and 6 women and 10
laboring cattle, and at seed-time and harvest he must hire additional
laborers. Farmers who are not Brahmans, unless their farms be
large, work the whole with their own families ; but rich men must hire
servants, or keep slaves, and to hold their plough Brahmans must
always have people of the low castes. This is a kind of work that
even a Haiga Brahman will not perform.

A man-slave gets daily 2 seers of rough rice, or yearly about 26
bushels, worth £1 2s, Oidj.’, o handkerchief, a blanket and a piece of
cloth worth 2 rupees (4s. 0}d.), a pagoda in money (8s. 0%d.), 6 can-
dacas of rough rice at harvest (14s. 6d.); total £2 8s. 74d. The
women get one piece of cloth annually, and a meal of ready-dressed
victuals on the days that they work, which may amount annually to
8s.1d. Hired men get four seers of rough rice a day, worth less than
three half-pence.

Nagara.—Most of the cultivation is carried on by the families of
the cultivators ; there are very few hired servants, but a good many
slaves, by whom, on the farms of the Brahmans, all the ploughing is

rformed. A slave gets annually 14 rupees for a blanket, 3 rupees’
worth of cotton cloth, quarter rupee for a handkerchief, 6 candacas of
rough rice worth 4 rupees to procure salt, tamarinds, &o., and daily
1} colaga of rough rice, or annually 27} candacas (or almost 49
bushels) wortk. £1 16s. 11%d.; add the annunal allowances 17s. 74d.,
the total expenses of maintaining a male slave one year is £2 14s.
73d. A woman-slave gets as follows : 365 colagas of rough rice, one
dsily, and 3 candacas at harvest, in all 21} candacas or 36} bushels,
worth 144 rupees; 2 rupees’ worth of cloth, and quarter rupee for
a jacket, in all nearly 164 rupees or £1 13s. 2d. The marriage of a
slave costs 10 pagodas, or about 4 guineas, The wife belongs to the
husband’s master. A master cannot hinder his slave girl from marry-
ing the slave of another man, nor does he get any price for her.
The widow and children, after a slave’s death, continue wiih his
master. If a slave has no children by his first wife, he is allowed to
take another,

Harihar.—The greater number of the farmers here have only one
plough each; but all such as have not more than three ploughs are
reckoned poor men, and are in general obliged to borrow money to pay”
the rent, and to carry on the expenses of cultivation. The crop 1s &
security to the lender, who is repaid m produce at & low valuation,
Farmers who have 4, 5, or 6 ploughs are able to manage without
borrowing, and live in ease. Those who have more stock are reckoned
rich ‘-men. KEach plough requnires one man snd two oxen, and can
cultivate two mars of land, or about 17 acres: In seed-time and
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harvest, some additipnal laborers must be hired. All the farmers, add
their children, even those who are richest, Brahmans excepted, work
with their own hands, and only hire so many additional people as are
necessary to employ their stock of eattle. A servant’s wages are
from 6 to 9 jimshiry pagodas s year, together with a blanket and a
pair of shoes. The jimshiry pagoda is four dudus worse than that of
Ikeri, which is rather less than 14 per cent. The wages are therefore
from £2 7s. 10d. to £3. 11s. 9d. Out of this they find everything
but the shoes and blanket. Men laborers get daily half a fanam or
3}d., and women receive one-half of this hire, which is seldom paid
in money, but is given in jola at the market price. The man’s wages
purchase daily about a quarter of bushel. The people here work from
eight in the morning until sunset, and in the middle of the day are
allowed 24 minutes to rest and eat. The cattle work from eight in

the morning until noon. They are then fed for an hour, and work
until about 5 o’clock.

Heriuru ( Mysore.)—At Heriuru there are no slaves. Most of the
labor is performed by the families of the tenants ; but a few hire men-
servants by the year, and in seed-time and harvest employ women by
the week. A man gets from 50 to 70 fanams a year, or from £1 11s,
23d. to £2 3s. 8}d. This is paid entirely in money, without addition,
except that for himself and family he generally obtains room in his
master’s house. Women get 1 fanam, or 74d. a week. Advances to
servants are not common, and of course they are entirely free.

The hours of labor in this country are from eight in the morning
until noon, and from 2 o’clock till sunset ; in all, about eight hours.
The laborers get up abount sunrise; bat an hour is spent in ablutions,
prayer, marking their faces with consecrsted ashes or clay, and in

eating their breakfast. They eat three times a day, their principal
meal being at noon,

Bailuru (Mysore.)—In the Malayar there are no slaves. Most of
the labor is carried on by the farmers and their own families. Ser-
vants are hired by the year, month, or day. A man’s wages, when
hired by the year, are annually 8 pagodas, a pair of sandals, a blanket,
and daily a meal of ready-dressed rice, worth altogether about §
pagodas, or about £2. He eats another time daily, but this is at his
own expense. A servant hired by the month gets half a pagoda, or
about 4 shillings, without any addition. The daily hire is one-third
of a Canterroy fanam or 2}d. Hired servants work from eight in
the morning until six in the afternoon; but half an hour’s intermis-

sion is granted to give them time to eat some ready-prepared
victuals.

Oancanhully (Mysore).—Most of the cultivation is Feerformefl by
the hands of the farmers and of their own families. A few hired ser-
vants, but no slaves, are employed. A man-servant gets annually of
ragi 4 candacas of 200 seers of 72 inches, or nearly 264 bushels, worth
at en average 28 fanams, with 12 fanams in money. In all, he
reveives 40 fanams, or £1 4s. 114d. The hours of work are from 6§
in the morning until noon, and from two ir the afternonn until sune
set. The number of holidays allowed is very small ; but the servant
ooossionally gets four or five days to repair his honse. At seed-time
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and harvest, a day-laborer gets from ome-third to one-fourtk of a
fanem, or from 24d., to rather more than 14d. a day. Women get
daily from one-fourth to one-fifth of a fanam or about 144d.
Killamangalam, Salem District.—Most of the labor is performed
by the farmers and their own families., A few rich men hire yearly
servants ; and at seed-time and harvest additional daily laborers must
be procured. There are no slaves. A ploughman gets annually 3}
candacas of ragi (20 bushels), worth 28 fanams, with a hut and 16
fanams in mouey. His wages, beside a hut, are therefore £1 7s. 5id.
The additional exgenae attending a plongh is 34 fanams for imple-
wents, and 2 seeds for the hire of day-laborers, or one candaca of
g‘a.in, worth 8 fanams, for what the plough will cultivate ; in all 55}
nams. Add 30 fanams for the rent of the dry field, and we have
85} fanems of expense, besides the interest of the value of the two
oxen, which, however, is a mere triffe. In an ordinar;r year, the pro-
duce, after deducting the seed and the Government’s share of rice
with the stoppages for village officers, according to the farmers, will
be —

Fanams
Ragi 45 colagas, worth . 22
Avaray 19 colagas - 104
Rice, Hainu crop, 85 colaga 35
Rice, Caru crop, 574 colagas - . 23
903

This amounts to just about the expense; but I have mentioned that
the produce of the dry grains is in this account underrated by at
least one-balf, and I have not brought into the account the half pro-
duce of the 5 colagas which thie farmers are compelled to cu}gva.t,e,
and which costs little or no additional expense.

The farmers in general consent to advance money to their servants
for marriages and other ceremonies. This money 1s repaid by instal-
ments out of the wages that are given in cash ; for the people here are
not anxious to keep their servants in bondage by a debt hanging over
them. A day-laborer, whether man or woman, gets daily one-eighth
colaga of rough rice or %% parts of a bushel. Of this, it must be
observed, one-half ie composed of husk.

The following is an acoount of the wage; now (1801) prevailing
at the places visited by Dr. Buchanan in 1800 :—

Bhavdni.—~The rates of wages of the agricultural laborers have not
much altered since the beginning of the century. There are no slaves
now. The wages of the agricultural laborers, who are termed padiyals
and pannials, are 20 bullaks in kind per month and from Rs. 2 to Rs. 8
in money, Their wives get wages as other ordinary laborers.

Day-laborers at harvest, whether men or women, get one to one
and-a-half bullah of grain according to season and demand. For
weeding, transplanting and pla,ntin]g; the laborers are paid from half
to three-fourths of a bullah. A laborer working in the fleld with
LMQ'“&W- earth or manure is paid ome bullah in kind or

. & 3 .





