
at officials. At the same time, owing to wide ditrer&noo!:j in 
religion, civilization and social usages between the rulers 
and the ruled, all institutions having living connection with 
m.a.ttel'S which are intimately bound up with the daily life of 
the people had to be rigidly excluded from official cogni~ance. 
The Government could not, as it were, take the people by the 
hand and by intimate association with them lead them on in 
the path of progress. It had to stand aloof, contenting itself 
with providing the material applianc~s of civilization and with 
clearing away all obstructions to progress trusting to the 
influence of education to work out such changes as the healthy 
progress of the society might require. 

Fourthll/, we f'\aw that some of the evils which have been 
felt under the new regin/,e, "the tares," as th~y are called, 
"which have grown up with the wheat," are either not 
new or are sacrifices without incurring which the benefits 
could not be secured. For instance, take the case of the 
growth of agricultural mdebtedness. As a matter of fact, 
the ryots were formerly much more in the hands of sow­
kars than now, though their indebtedness as expressed in 
money value appears to be greater now than before. The 
dependence of the ryots on 80wkars IS greatest ill tracts of 
country in which the seasons are very uncertain. Formerly 
.hen lands had no value, the ryot's credit was limited to the 
value of the year's crop, ann if the crop failed for two or 
three years and the sowkar stopped supplies, there was 
nothing between the ryot and starvation. N ow the increased 
credit of the ryot enables him to obtain better terms and 
hold out longer. The more prudent among the ryots have 
now a chance of making use of their credit for their own 
advantage, and even those who recklessly pledged it would be 
in no worse condition than they would have been under the old 
conditions. Again, the tendency of a regime favoring industrial 
improvement is to prevent the military, official and sacer­
dotal classes from intercepting the earnings of the laboring 
classes. The re-sult is that the pt'oduction of articles of luxury 
or art which ministered to the gratifioation of persons who were 
maintained in great opulence at the expense of the general com· 
munity Buffers and must necessarily do so until the industrial 
o-lasses themselves becomfl sufficiently rich and acquire a taste 
for such luxuries. Similar considerations apply to eoonomic 
redistribution ofproduotive powers and resources. The intrtJ... 
duotion of railways, for instance, by. superseding less e'fBctent 
JtieIUlIS of conveyance must cause suffering to the «lIasse • 
• make a living by rend&ring servioes m oonneetjpn widk 
t8l~. We thul,he8ll' tIul.t·th.,..tIenSion of the raiLlwa,. i* 



tbe Punjab has oa.usad dililtresB to came} drivers. A diverlfion 
of trade is &iI!IO often caused, from particular looalities or tracts 
of country, and places which were onoe prosperous deoay 
and new places spring up in their stead. WaUajahnugger, 
for instance, which was once a place of great importance 
as an emporium of trade is now much decayed. The facilities 
of intercommunication between different parts of the country, 
and the rapid diffusion of information as to the conditions of 
the market as regards demand and supply of commodities by 
means of telegraph render the maintenance of central depOts 
to some extent unnecessary, the dealers in oommodities being 
enabled to communicate directly with the produeers in the 
rural tracts. There is thus increase of trade in the country as 
a whole, while there may be a diminution in some of the 
oentres. And, generally, in gauging the extent of improve­
ment it would not be right to confine our attention excluslV'ely 
to special localities or classes, but the entire industrial field 
should be taken as a whole. 

Fifthly, It must be borne in mind that by lmprovement 
here referred to must be understood the development of an 
industrial 'reghne, and that the motivE:' power under it being the 
mUltiplication of wants and the stimulus given to exertion by 
the necessity for gratifying them, the dissatisfaction with 
one's lot that IS beginning to be generally felt is in this 
case a Aign of progress and not of deterioration. Thet'e 
iH, undoubtedly, increasing pressure felt by the community as 
a whole, because wants have been increasing faster than the 
means of satisfying them. At the same time the wants could 
not increase unless the means mcreased also. It is this in­
creasing pressure that makes it difficult for peoplf" in general 
to believe that they are making headway, but the real fact is 
that they are somewhat richer in life from an industrial 
point of view and their ideal of comfortable existence, is gradu­
ally expanding though they may be poorer in content.ment. 
A landholder who would have lived in a simple contented way 
40 years ago, giving his boys no education, and marrying his 
daughters to village boors provided they bad a sufficiency to 
live upon, requires better house accommodation and mo~ 
comforts, wishes to give his boys an expensive English 
education and to marry his daughters to educaOOd husbandtf 
and finds it a hard pull to arrange for all this; and tM 
very pres8ure impels him to make increased efforts to increMe 
his' means. • This result is seen in a district like TaDjore 
wb8~ of brothers in a family who 'Wuuld formerly have lived 
i. their villa,ges in their Poor contented way Oil their patH .. 
~1 .. 8,\ler&! leave the villages _d seek employIit\mt itl 



other distant districts. It is true that the wants developed 
are not'always of a wholesome kind, and this is generally the 
case when means increase faster than education and taste 
for rational modes of enjoyment. But the first condition 
necessary for progress is the increase of wants and when 
once the desire for improvement is excited, the wants can 
be regulated by education. For instance when in the sixties, 
owing to the cotton famme in England and other causes, 
the ryots in several districts realized large profits, they in­
creased their style of hving and spent large sums of money 
on marriages and festivals. When prices fE"ll, however, they 
had to cut down expenditure on purposes of mere show, 
retaining what was necessary for substantial comforts. It is 
doubtless true that in European countries the evils of the 
industrial regime in the form of undue concentration of wealth 
making "the rich ["rnw richer and the poor poorer" and of 
the exploitatIOn of labour by capital have been forcing them­
selvos on public attention, but in this country the conditIOns are 
altogether different. Though the old regime of status is now 
being replaced by a regimp of competition, the transition has 
been rendered gradual and easy by the tenderness shown to the 
rights and interests of the lowest classes under the influence 
of the hum.mitarian sentiment which is the characteristic 
feature of the nineteenth century and to which the essentially 
just and beneficent policy of the British Government in IndIa 
owes its origin. As we have already 8een, the tendency till 
now in this conntry has beE"n towards not so much undue 
concentration of wealth as Its diffUSIOn exhiblting Itself in 
the gradual formation of a middle class between the small 
class of persons who w/~re once immensely rich and who find 
their hereditary influence and ;wealth fail them when not 
supported by mdividual worth and personal exertions, and 
the great mass of the population which has always been in a 
state of great poverty; and owing to thIS, while perhaps the 
increase of wealth may go on at a slower rate, it may be that 
we shall never have to feel the evils of unequal distribution 
of wealth in the acute form in which they have appeared in 
European countries. 

Bearing, then, these considerations in mind and remem­
bering that methods of progress calculated to evoke national 
feeling and religious enthusiasm are unavailable under the 
conditions of the case, the progress that has been made under­
the new regime during the short time that it has been in force 
-fifty years is a brief interval in the life of a people­
is little short of marvellous. Some ""of the evils whIch have 
appeared and the remedies for them we have already noted.. 



What has been accomplished has been effected chiefly by pro .. 
viding the country with the material appliances of civiliza­
tion, by clearing the ground of all obstructions to progress 
and by making it possible for people to take interest in public 
affairs outside the narrow limits of castes and creeds into 
which they are divided. What requires to be done is 
gradually to widen the foundations of local government and 
make it strike deeper roots into society, so as to enable it to 
adjust its institutions to its needs as they arise, without 
weakening in any way the power of the central Government 
for maintaining the due balance between rival interests and 
creedE! and for interfering effectually when there is danger of"­
such balance being disturbed. And this work will need even 
greater foresight and statemanship for its successful accom­
plishment than in the past. There is, however, no reason 
whatever to suppose that either the Government or the 
people will fall short of rpquirements in thIS respect. As 
regards the Government, the work already accomplished 
under enormous dlfficultles, as narrated in the foregoing pages 
is a standing testimony in its favour. The quickness with 
which the people have adapted themselves to the new regime 
afiords also every ground for hope that they might be trusted 
to assimilate the elements of progress even more rapidly 
in the future. I remember that twenty years ago, com .. 
plaints were very general that laws Wf're being passed with 
bewilrlermg rapidity, that SOCIety was being shaken to its 
foundations and that social relations were being loosE.'ned to 
an undesirable degree. Now the feeling among the educated 
classes, daily growing in importance and numbers, is that 
progress does not proceed fast enough, just in the same way 
as persons who were content to travel two miles an hour by 
country carts thirty or forty years ago consider it a, hardship 
now to travel by slow railway trains moving at the rate of 15 
miles an hour. 

Whatever might be the feelmg of persons who forgetting 
the evil side of the old type of society and its mjustice to the 
lowest classes, shutting out all prospect of improvement frOm 
them, are fascinated by its stationary civilization, ordered re. 
lation~, and freedom flom worry, those who believe in the 
modern prinoiple of progress and in the necessity for giving 
free play to mdividual energy have no reason to look on the 
h;tture in a spirit other than that of thankfulness and hope. 
To those again who are inclined to uuder-value tho Pl'OgreSR 

tnade' under the mistfJoken idea that thereby they would be 
eal1ing attention pointedly to the evils that now eXIst in order 



t.h.t great exertions n:qght be put forth to uproot them, t 
w9Q,ld reply in the following words of Mr. Marshall from 
whose invaluable work I have so often quoted: 

"There is a strong temptation to overstate the economic 
evils of our own age, and to ignore the existence of similar 
and worse evils in earlier ages; for by so doing we may for 
the time stimulate others, as well as ourselves, to a more 
intense resolve that the present evils shall no longer be 
allowed to exist. But it is not less wrong and generally it is 
muoh more foolish to palter with truth for a good than for 
a selfish cause. And the pessimist descriptions of our own 

I age, combined with romantic exaggerations of the happiness 
of past ages, must tend to the setting aSIde of methods of 
progress, the work of which, if slow, is yet solid; and to the 
h:u;ty adoption of others of greater promise, but which re­
semble the potent medicines of a charlatan, and while quickly 
e6ecting a little good, sow the seeds of wide-spread and last­
ing decay. This impatient insincerity is an evil only less 
great than that moral torpor which can endure that we, WIth 
our modern ('esources and knowledge, should submit patiently 
to the continued destruction of all that is worth having in 
multitudeR of human lives, and solace ourselves with the 
refleotion that anyhow the evils of our own age are less than 
those of the past." 

To the considerations pointed out by Mr. Marshall may 
be added as regards this country the mental distance owing 
to differences of race, of social usages and civilization be­
tween the Government and the people and the necessity for 
the Government understanding rightly the difficulties of the 
people, and for the people appreciating the good work done 
by Government so as to secure their cordial co-operation 
in weasures t,ending to the advancement and welfare of the 
country. Full knowledge of either of the difficulties of the 
other can only arise from sympathy, while sympathy must in 
its tut:n result from knowledge. The object I have proposed 
to myself in wliting this humble work of mille is to contri. 
bute in some measllre to the bringing about of such a mutual 
understanding. 
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SECTION I.-THE STATE OF THE COUNTRY 
AND THE CONDITION OF rrHE P.hlOPLE IN FORMER 

OENTURIES, 

(A.)-Skr>tclt of tIle Dynastie6 of Southern India e;ctraeted from·" LiEft, 
of A.ntlqu~t~e8. Madt'as," by Mr. R. Sewell, M.O.S 

In the earliest days of which we have any knowledge as to the 
sovereignties ruling the Oontinent of India, it appea.rs that the great 
Maurya dynasty held the north, while the south was divided amongst 
the Pandiyans of Madura, who governed the extreme south, the Chola.!!, 
who held the country to their north and east, and the Oheras (KernIas), 
who ruled over the tracts to their north and west. 1'ms was in the 
fourth century B.O. I say "it appears" because, although we are 
certain of the Mauryas (probably B.O. 325-188) and the Pandiyans 
as existent in the timo of Megasthenf's (B.O 302), we have only the 
fact of the Chola!! and Keralas (or Choras) being mentioned in the 
inscriptionR of Asoka (B.O. 250) to verify thf'ir existence at that still 
earlier period. But tradition meutioUb no earlier kingdoms than those 
of Pandiya, Ohol<\ and Ohora in the 1'10uth of India, and always speaks 
of them as contf'mporary. As we are cf>rtain of the Pandiyan, there­
fore, in B.O 302, we may safely placfl the Oholas and Oharas as far 
back as that date. The Kerala.,; appear to havp occupied the whole 
Western Ooaflt under the ghat&, and it is probable that the Eastern 
Ooast was Q.lso inhabited almost throughout its eutire length j but there 
is no evidencp of any kingdom having been in existence throughout the 
Dakhan. and it ip, quite possible that almost the whole of its entire 
area was waste (the f)andnkaranya) or inhabited only by a. few half-wild 
tribes under their own chiefs, such as those so often mentioned in the 
PIIJ'anas. It is necessary for students of history to remember that 
very large areas now cultivated and populated were absolutely waste-­
mere barren tracts of rock, forest, and wild plains-till comparatively 
modern times, and this seems espnci.ally to have been the O9.se with the 
Dakha.n country It must not be forgotten, however, that the earliest 
Buddhist legends speak of thE> Kingdom of Kalinga as then in 
existenoe. 

At some period subsequent to that of Asoka, the Pallavas appear to 
have grown into importance on the Eastern Ooast, and they gradually 
inoreased in power till they constituted themselves a great kingdom, 
with extensive foreign trade, aud proved a souroe of danger to the 
Cholas and their othet' neighbours. 'rhey appeal' to have held the 
entire Eastern Coast from Oouj eeveram to the borders of Orissa.. A.t 
present there is no evidenoe as to when they arose from obscurity into 
the dignity of a. kingdom, but they seem to have ~een. one of the 
priuoipal southern powers when the first Cha.lukyas lmmlgrated from. 
Northern India about the fifth oentury A.D. 
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To the Ya.uryas in the north succeeded the Sanga dynasty (B.C. 
188-76) and-this was followed by the short Kanva dynasty (B.C. 76-
31). The last of these kings being murdered, the Andma or Andhre.­
britya dynasty succeeded, aud ruled from B.C. 31 to A.D. 436. They 
were Buddhists, and it was by them that the magnificent marble stupa 
at Amaravati was erected. About this period, t.e., the fifth century 
A.D., began to grow into importance the Chalukyan sovorE'ignty of the 
Western Dakhan, and it is in connection with the early Chalukyas that 
we hear of the Nalas (proba.blya Western Ooast tribe), the Mauryas 
(possibly descendants of the earher Mauryas) who inhabited part of the 
Konkana, the Sendrakas, Matangas (apparently a barbarous tribe, 
,eerhaps ab~riginal), the Katachchuris, the Gangafl of MaisUr, and the 
Alupas or Aluvas, a tribe or dynasty apparently living to the south or 
south-west of the prE'scnt Bombay Presidency. Early Uhalukyan grants 
mention a number of other tribes, such as the Latas (of Latadew in the 
north of Bombay), Malavas (of Malwa), Gurjaras (of Guzerat), &0. 

The Chalukyas divided into two branches in the beginning of the 
sevAnth cent1l1'Y, a.n eastern branch conquering the Pallava kings of 
the Vengl country, or tract between the Krishna, and Godavari rlvers, 
and settlmg in that locality whioh they governed till A.D. 1023, the 
wAstern remaining in their origiuul home in the Western Dakhan. 

The Chinese pilgrim Hiouen Thsang, who visited India, A.D. R29 
to 645, gives a graphic accouut of the state of the country in his time. 

The Kadambas now began to grow into importance, and they 
fought with and deff'ated the Pallavas of Kai'ichi and were perpetu&.lly 
at feud with the Chalukyas and their other neighbours. Their territory 
was in the south~west Dakhan and north Maisur. About the same 
per~od we find the R~sht1'akutas giving great trouble to the Chalukyus. 
It 19 as yet uncertam whether these Rashtrakfltas were "an Aryan 
Kshatriya, t.e, Rajput, race which immigrated into the Dakhan from 
the nurth like the Chalukyas or a Dravidiyan family which was 
received into the Aryan community after the conquest of the Dakhan " 
(Dr. BuMer). The wars with the Rashtrakiitas seem to have resulted 
in the complete downfall fut, two centuries (A.D. 757-5f3 to 973-74) 
of the Western Chalukyas and the consequent accretion of great power 
to the Rashtl'akiitas. The latter do not appear, howrver, to have 
attempted any conquests in the south. They were completely over­
thrown by the Western Chalukyas in A.D. 973-74, when the latter 
once more rose to great eminence. The overthrow of the Rashtrakutas, 
too, enabled the 1{,atta MrilllirnrmdaM6varas to assert themselves, and 
their dynasty lasted till about A.D. 1253. About the same period We 
find the SilaMras and Sindus rising into importance, and, like the 
Rattas, establishing independent dynasties which lasted for several 
centuries. The Sila.haras were overthrowIl by the Ya.davas of Devagiri 
about A.D. 1220, and the 8indas oeased to be heard of about A.D. 
1182-83. 

Little is known of the history of Southern India for two or three 
oenturies immediately preoeding the sudden rise of the Cholas to great 
~ower, which took place in the middle of the eleventh century. A.t 
the 'beginning of tha.t oentury tbe Eastern Chalukyas held all the 
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country a.long the Eastern Ooast from the borders of on.a as far south 
as the borders of the Pallava country. The Pallava. kingdom was a. 
powerful one, possessing the coast from its junction with the Ohalulrya.s 
dowtl to the northern border of the Chola territories, i.e •. , just south of 
Kaiichi. The Oholas remained within theil' own borders and the 
Pll.ndiyans in theirs, while the Kongu kings, who governed (apparently) 
the old Ohera country east of the Malayalam tracts along the coast, 
although they were still independent a.nd powerful, were beginning to 
feel the effect of the attacks of the little kingdom of the Boysala 
Ballalas, then rising into power and destined to subvert many of the 
surrounding monarohies. 

In A.D. 1023, by an intermarriage between the two dynasties, the 
Chola sovereign acquired possession of the whole of the Eastern 
Ohalukyan dominions. ~rhlS was followed, apparently at the beginning 
of the reign of his successor, Rajendra Kulottunga Ohola ~ 064-
1113), by the complete subversion of tbe Pallavas by the Oholas, and 
the aunexation to the latter kingdom of their possessions Rajendra 
a.lso conquered the Pandiyans, and established a short dynasty of 
" Ohola-Pandiyan" kings at Madura. A little later the Hoysala 
Balla-las entirely overthrew the Kongu kings and seized their territories, 
so that the whole of the south of India passed at that time through a 
period of great political disturbance, which resulted in the Cholas 
obtaining almost universal sovereignty for a short period, checked, 
however, by the power of the Hoysala Ballalae above the ghats in 
Maieur. 

This latter power was increased in importance by its conquest of the 
Ka.dambas and Kaillchuris to Its immediate north about the beginning 
of the thirteenth century, and by the downfall of the great Western 
Ohalukyan dynasty about A.D. 1184, which was caused partly by its 
wars with the Kadambas and partly by the rise of the 13a11alas. A 
little later the Oholas lost their northern possessions, which were seized 
by the Ganapatis of Orangal. 

We now find ourselves in the thirteenth century, the three great 
southern powers being the Cholas and Pandiyans-both seemingly 
losing strength-and the Hoysala Ballalas, rapIdly growing in power. 
What might have occurred it IS needless to enquire, though imagination 
readIly depicts the impetuous Ballalas sweeping down from the ghAts 
and succeeding in subverting the ancient dynasties of the plains; but 
a new power n"w appears on the scene, which was destined to acquire 
universal dom; ..lion In course of time-the power of the Musalmans. 

Delhi had been capture'd by the Ghazni GhOrians in 1193, and a. 
dyna.styestablished there which lasted till A.D. 1288. The Khiljis 
succeeded (1288-1321), and Alnu-d-din Khilji despatched the first 
Muhamma.dan expedition into the Dakhan in A.D. 1306. Four years 
la.ter the M"Q,Salma.n armies under Malik Kafur swept like a. torrent 
over the peninsula. 

Dev~Biri and Orangal were both reduced to subjeotion, the capital 
of the Boysa-Ia Dallalae was taken and sa.cked, and the kingdoms both 
of the Cholas and Palldiyans were overthrown. Anarohy followed 
over the whole south-Yusalman Governol'8, representatlves of the old 
royal families, and looal. chiefs being appal'enUy engaged for years m 



violent inte:na.eoine struggles for suprem.aoy. The Ballli,}as disappeared 
from the soene, and the kingdoms of Devagiri and Orangal were sub. 
verted. .A slight check WEtS given to the spread of the Muhammad,a,n 
&l'U/.S when a oonfedera.tion of Hindu ohiefs, led by the gallant YOWlg 
Ganapati Raja, withstood and defeated a large Muhammadan army; 
and the aspect of affairs was altered by the revolt of the Dakha-ni 
Musalmans against their sovereign in A.D. 1347, which resulted in the 
establishment of the Bahmani kingdom of the Dakhan. But the whole 
of Southern India was oonvulsed by this sudden aggression of the 
Muhammadans, and all the old kingdoms fell to pieoes. 

This period, then, about the year A.D. 1310, is to be noted as the 
Beoond great landmark in South Indian history, the first being about 
the period 1028-1070, when the Chalas became almost supreme over 
the .south. . 

'Wtile the Bahmani rebels were oonsolidating their kingdom in the 
Dakhan, another great power was being formed south of tho Krishna. 
T.his was the kingdom of Vijayanagar Established on the ruins of 
the Hoysala Ballalas ond the other Hindu sovereignties, it speedily 
rose to a height of power such as no southern kingdom had yet aspired 
to, and it held the Muhammadans in check for two centuries From 
1836 till 1564 A.D. we have merely to consider, roughly spea.king, 
two great powers-that of the Musalmans north of the Krishna. n.ud 
tha.t of Vijayanagar to the south. 

'rhe Bahmani kingdom fell to pieces at the close of the fifteenth 
century, being ~ucceeded by five separato kingdoms founded by rival 
Mllsalman leaders. 'fheu: jealousies aided the Vijay"-nagar sovereigns 
in their acquisition of power. In 1487 Narasimha of Vijayanagar 
comp]etely subverted the Pandiyan ('onntry, Chola having fallen lung 
before, and by th~ dose of the fifteenth oentury the power of Vijaya­
nagar was a('knowledg~Jd as paramount through the entire peninsula 
Small principu,litif's existed, such as that of Maisiir, the R-eddi chieftain­
ship of Kondavidu bouth of the Krishna (which lasted from 1328 till 
1427), and the alway .. independent principality of Travanoore, but 
Vijayanagal' was supremo. At the beginning of the sixteenth century 
Krishnadeva Raya of Vijayanagar further extended the power of his 
house by the reduction of refraotory chiefs far and wido, till his 
dynasty arose in his day to its great~st height of glory. 

In 1564 (the third landmark) all this collapsed The Muhammadan 
sovereigns of the Dakhan combined, and in one graud effort swept over 
Vijayanagar, sacked the eapital, put to death the powerful chief who 
had ruled over the destinies of the empire, and for ever crllshed out all 
semblance of independent Hindu power from the sou.th of India. Even 
the very family that governed Vijayanagar divided, so that it beco~s 
al,most impossible to traoe their history, and for a second time the whole 
of the pemnsula was thrown into oonfusion. 

Naturally the minor chiefs seized this opportunity for throwing off 
All fealty to their sovereign, and throughout the peninsula arose a 
wge number of petty PoliEars and small chieftains, whose qUQ.l'l'9ls 
.an.Q. wars and struggles for supremacy kept the whole oountrl in 
,~n1nsiOD fox two and a half centuries. The only chiefs that atta;.ned 
jo miJ power we.re the Madura. Niya.kbB, formedy Vi~,s of 



"Vijaya.n.agar, who speedily became inliependent ~d 1educed to sub). 
tion almost the whole of the old pa,ndiyan kingdpm, their compatl'lOU1 
the Nayakkas of 1'anjore, holding sway over Oholadeso. 1'he Ra,j~ 
of Maisilr, too, became independent, and established a kingdom, though 
not a very powerful one. 

Over all this distracted country the Muhammadans gradually pressed 
downwards, seouring the dominion of the countries BOuth of the 'rungo.­
badra, and eastwards to the sea, and encroaohing southwards till they 
had reached the southern confines of the Telugu country, by the middle 
of the seventeenth century, and by the beginning of the eighteenth 
were in power far south. The Mahrattas had established themselves in 
Tanjore in ]674 and remained there till the English supremacy. In 
1736 the M usalmans obtained possesslOn of Madura 

The English, settled at Madras Eince 1639, now began to a.cquire 
more and more territory and power, and in the course of the century 
had conquered almost the whole of the south of India, the defeat of 
the Maisiir Musalmans under Tipu Sultan in 1799 finally laying the 
peninsula at their feet. 

(B.)-Ormll unclel Hmall and BIll/Sit Adm1lt!stratwrls 

Practically, the revenue-paying parts of OrisE.a under the Gangetic 
dynasty stretched from the Hugh to tbE' Chilka, and from the sea to 
the Tributary States; a compaot territorial entity of twenty-four 
thousand squarf> mileI'!. The provinc€' continues the same size to this 
day, having lost threfl thouc;and square miles on the north, towards the 
Hu~li, and gained about an equal extent on the west, towards Ventral 
IndIa. In the twelfth century, whf>n the Gangetic Line obtained the 
kingdom, it yielded a rE'venue of £406,250 326 a year. Besides the 
doubtful southern 8trip, they added 12,000 square mlles of unproduc­
tive hill territory; and when in the si:l.teenth century they Bank beneath 
the Musalmans, the revenue remained about £435,000 An early 
Muhammadan Gf>ographer of the sixteenth oentury gives the income 
of the parts of Orissa already subjugated by the Musalman arms 6t 
£368,3;)3 32,; and the official surVf>Y made by Abkar's Minister, Cil'e, 
1580, givE'S th", entire revenue of the province, including the tribute 
from the Hill States, at £435319 328 • As the Muhammadans more 
firmly established their l}owel, they gradually increased the taxation, 
and in the seventeenth century a detailed list of the Orissa fiscal 

saa 1,DOO,OOO MArhas of gold See note 309, p. 316. That 18 to sa" at the close of 
the Rivaite Dynasty The luea "fiB only 11,000 square mIles, but of the territol')' Bllloe 
added to It to m~e up the present proHnce, about 12,000 square mtles are Hill States 
}layin8 f\ tribute of only about £6,000 a year The few hUDdred lIQ.uare mlles added on 
tlle north in Balaeor are more productive, and the total revenue of the province mal' now 
be put dOIrn at £450,000 

III? 8io08. Re. 8,400,000, or Company's R8 3,683,388. Ht1J't IklwI. a Pem&D. MS I apud 
~fes~ ~ochxnaIln 

m 1~O.7.33,2a7 d6.ms, which, at the official rates of ooIlverBion UIlder Akbar, equal 
8iec& :B.s. 4,018,33.0, or Company's Rs 4,363,19}. Prinsep's Tablos, TbomM' Patb~1l 
Kings; AI. Rea, XV. 



divisions shows B revenue of £537,495 a29, However the revenUefJ 
might be deranged from year to year by tumult Ol" rebellion, the 
nominal demand remained the same in the Imperial account books; 
and the Pere Thieffentha.ler, amid the Mahratta a.narchy of the 
eighteenth century, was still informed that the province yielded 
£670,750 530, 

The revenue under the Gangetic line (1132-1532 A.D.), its last 
independent dynasty, may therefore be set down at £435,000 a year 
from the twenty-four thousand square miles of Orissa Proper. The 
southern strip had long ceased to yield any income to the Orissa 
kings. The present province, comprising an equal area, yields to 
the British Government, in round numbers, £450,000 331 • But while 
the actual revenue remains about the same, its purchasing power 
has completely altered. Under the native dynasty, it sufficed to 
maintain a gorgeous oourt, a vast army, innumerable trains of priests, 
and to defray the magnificent public works of the Gangetic kings, 
Under the English it barely pays the cost of administering the province. 
The charges tor collecting the revenue and proteoting person and 
properly amount to £33\1 ,696 j the interest on one of the local public 
works, the Orissa canals, oorees to £65,000 a year 832; a single native 
regiment at Cllttack costs £17,000; and a petty balance of £28,000 is 
all tha.t remains over after paying the merely local charges of holding 
the Province. Orissa contributes scarcely anything to the general 
exponses of Government. It does not pay its share of interest on the 
publio debt; it contributes nothing to the cost of defending the 
Empire j and hardly does more than support the charges of the local 
administration. Under the native dynasty, the same revenue sufficed 
to support an administration infinitely more minute, and, as regards its 
higher officials, infinitely higher paid. None of the English governing 
body in Orissa. ever hopes to make a foriune; under the Hindu princes, 
Government pmploy was synonymous with assured opulence. :Sixteen 
great ministers regulated the kingdom, with seventy-two deputies, 
and thirty-six separate departments of State. Under the English, the 
revenue of Orissa with difficulty maintains seven hundred sepoys ; 
under the Hindu princes it supported, besides a peasa.nt militia of 
800,000 men, a regular army of 50,000 foot, 10,000 horse, and 2,500 
elet>hants. About a vast militia being attached to the soil there Can be 
no doubt; and if Hindu chroniolers have magnified the number of the 
regular troops, we know from the Musalman annalists, that the Orissa 
king could at a moment's wa.rning take the field with 18,000 horse and 
foot. But the public works of the Hindu dynasty attest the magnitude 
of their resources in a way that admits of no dispute. Thirty or forty­
thousand pounds were not considered extravagant for an ordinary temple. 

m Sicca IlB . 4,961,497, or Company's BB. 0,374,960, under Shah .lah6n, 1627-1658 i 
All. Res. XV. 213. 

W) Scion Manouehi, AB. Res. XV. 212. This sum 1lllly possibly have included olltst&nd. 
ing arrears. Mr. Stirling, without stating any ground8, conjectures that it included aliso 
the revenue of the Northern Circal'8; but 8t1.ch a conjecture is opposed to the historioal 
facta of thfl time, and to the recorded statistics I\bout the OriS8& revenue. 

88! The area is 23,907 square m.i1e8, but it has lost the fertile tracts towa.rd.a the 
ttugli and received in place of it an addition to ite hill territory. In 1870 the total 
rnenua was £464,861, but this included the extraordinary income-tnx. £,1)0,000 ta. 
!air ."emge in round numbers. 
~ It millionalterling had a.lre&dy bMtllp&nt on 31lt Kareh 1871. 



The aooumula.tions of one monaroh ass are stated at £1,296,750 8s4 

and from this he set apart £406,250 3S5 for the holy edifice of 
J agannath. A similar magnificence. sU.lTounded the private life of the 
Oriesa. kings. Their five royal residences (Kataks) still live in popular 
tradition; and although the story of the prince 336 who died j UBt as he 
had married his sixty-thousandth wife is doubtless a fable, yet it is 
a fable that could only be told of a great and luxurious court. 

How came it that the same amount of revenue which made the 
Orissa kings so rioh, now leaves the English Governors of the province 
so poor? I have already shown that the great influx of silver, which 
European trade poured into India, so decreased the value of that metal 
that it sank from T~th the value of gold in the twelfth century, to ,-l.th 
or ,.\-th six hundred years later. But even this decrease would not 
e~plain the afHuence of the Hindu rulers of Orissa as compared 
Wlth the poverty of the English. It is when we consider the value of 
silver as expressed, not in gold, but in food, that the explanation 
becomes clear . Nothing like n. regular record of prices under the 
Gangetic dynasty (1132-1':;32) exists. But fortunately the maximum 
prices of food during the great famines, which in almost each genera­
tion decimated Orissa, have come down to us, with the proportion 
which those prices bore to the ordinary rates. In the famine at the 
beginning of the fourteenth century, unhusked paddy rose to sixty 
times its average rate, and sold from six shillings and eightpence to 
nine shillings per hundredweight 337. In the next century, under 
King Kapilendra (145~-1479 A D.), paddy rose to 62~ times the 
ordinary price, and fetched from 68. Hid. to 98. lld. per hundred~ 
weight 336. Stirling, one of our first Commissioners in Orissa, obtained 
an ancient paper showing the exact rates under the Gangetic dynasty. 
According to it, un husked paddy sold from just under a penny to 

333 R'Ja Anang Bhim Deo. 33< 4,788,000 Merhae of gold. 
3S~ 1,600,l'00 Marhae of gold. Purushottama Chandrika, As. Res. XV. 
m Pllrushottama, in the Solar List of Kings, described on a pr~vious page. 
357 The following c!tlealution , tho first of the kind in Lowor Bengal history, i, 

8ubmitted with ditlidenc e to Indian statisticians. While I bplie,<e that the data here col­
lected aro absolutdy correct, It Will lJe so en that several elements of nnrertainty exist. 
In the famino at the hpgmning of the fourtconth ('cntury, paddy rose to 120 'Ulna,., 
per b}~(1ran. Tho Orissa bhamn will be found fully explained in my Stat. Aco. of 
Puri, App. 1, p. 16. The p.tddy bharan contains nominally about 9" but practically 
9 cwt. A kfthan is 1,280 cowlies, and 4 kahana or 5,120 cowrles, were taken as tho 
official rate of ex~hang€' per rupee wh~1\ we first obtained Orissa (in 1S03). Afterwa.rdll 
this rate was complained of, on the ground that a rupeE; cost 6 or 7 kahans instead of 4; 
and this formed ono of the allpged caUbes of the Khurdha rebellion in 1S17. (Mr. 
Commissioner Ewer's Report to Chief Secrotary to Government, dated Cuttack, 13th May 
ISlR, pa1'R.. 95, O. R.\. At pre~ent tho rate is 3,584- cowrie~ to the rupee, the great 
difference heing due to the fall in th~ value of silver which has rapidly galle on since we 
obta.ined Orissa; and so far asl can judge. thp rate officially fixed in 1804 of 5,120 cowries 
per rupee was considerably nnder tho a('~ual rate of exchange. 120 kahana per bharan of 
9 owt . would be 6,. 8d. per cwt. at the rate of 4 kfthans or 6,120 cowries pel' rupee, thU!: 
120 lrahilne = 30 rupees or 60 shilling8; and if 60 shillings buy 9 cwt., the [rice of 1 
owt. will be 6,. 8d. 011 the other hand, if we take the lower or pre8ent rate 0 exch&nge 
at 3,684 cowrioeper rupee, 120 kahana per bharan will equal 9,. 6a. perawt. If we t&ke 
the exchange at thd aU6god old rate of 6 kllhane or 7,680 cowries to the rupee, which I 
b&lievtI to be neat'er the truth, the price would be reduced to 4 •. 6d. per cwt. 'But in this 
and the follf'wing calculations I have taken tho Tates of exohange which would give 
the highe. pouible prices in the IolU'teenth rentwy. 80 as to avoid the risk of overstating 
\he rise in prioes since then. 

an 126 kAhans per bha.ran of 9 cwt., i.~., 6 •• llid. at" k6.han.s or 6,120 oemee 
per rLlfte; and g,. 114. &10 tli,e lower rate of exchaD(e 01 3,684 comet per rupee. 
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Ii of a penny per hundredweight 339, husked rice at 2id. to 3d. pel 
hundredweight 340, and cotton at from 28. l!d. be 38. Old. per hundred.­
weight 341. 

From the above calculations we oannot take the price of paddy 
under the Gangetio line (1l32-1u32 A.D.) at above I~d. per hundred­
weight. It was probably less. Paddy now costs on the field in Orissa 
a shilling per hundredweight, or at least eight times its anoient prioe. 
An almost equal depreciation in the value of silver has gone on in 
other parts of India. Thus, in U ppcr l:Iindustan, under Ala-ud-din 
(1303-1315 A.D.), the officially fixed rate of barley was a little under 
sixpenoo per hun.j.redweight 342, and of peas fourpence half-penny a. 
hundredweight 043. In the latter part of the century, under Feroz 
SMh (1351-1388 A.D.), the price of barley remained exactly the 
same, viz., six]Jence per hundredweight :lH. But no sooner did the 
tide of European trade set in, than the value of silver fell, and at the 
time of Akbar (1556-1605 A.D.) the price of barley rose to 9,,,. per 
hundredwpight 345, Tho price of barley in the same localities is now, on 
an average, ahmlt three shillings and sixpence pel' hundredweight retail, 
or se"en times what it was throughout the fourteenth century. 

We may therefore fairly assume that, as estimated in the staple food 
of the country, tho value of silver in Orissa has fallen to ~th of its 
purchasing power Wages were regulated then, as now, by the price 
of rioe, and in fact were mostly paid in grain. The Gangetic dyn.asty 
of Orissa (1132-1532 A.D), with a re"enue nominally the same as 
our own 346, were thf'refore, as regards the home products of the 
country, and thrir ability to keep up armies and pompous retinues, 
eight times richer than we are. 'fhe reason clearly appears why a 
revenue which now barely defrays the eharge of collection and the cost 
of protecting person and property, with one or two absolutely necessary 
publi~ works, formerly supported a gr€'at standing army, a wealthy 
hiera~hy of priests and ministers of ::3tate, and a magnificent ruyal 
court. As the native dynasty had practically eight times more reycnue 

339 Two kahans per bhann of q ('wt., I.f., jURt. under a PGnny, at 6 kahanslper rupeo, 
ltd. at 4 kahans, and Ii of l!. ponny at 3,084 cowrie~ per rupee 

3~ Ton cowries per Cuttaek Boor of 105 tolas 
301 One pan and 10 U7t/das p"r soor. If, aB se<:ffiS possible, tho rate in ancient times 

was at six or I'PYLD instf'ad of 4 kahans to tho ruppo, thORP prices would be a full third 
less; and th<: depree,i,ttion lJl thl' yalue of silver would he ahout onp·twelfth instead of 
one-eighth of its former purchasing power. 

342 Four ptals per man. Tho jital was .f. of the sllvl'r Tanka of 175 grains, or say 
J-. of the presont rupoe, or a farthing and a balf The man of that pcrMd wntained 
28'8 lb. avoirdupois. As barley cost 4 J1tals or six farthings per 28'S Ib , the price was a 
little under six ponce p('r cwt. For a full discussion of these weights, 880 Mr. Thomas' 
Pathfm Kingsoi Delhi, p. 161, cd. 1871 

343 Three jitals per man. 3U Four jitalfl per ma'l. 
au 8 da.ms per man. The dam was officially reckoned at -.1.0 of a rupee; the man 

then contained 65'467 lb. avoirdupois. 
146 The revenue under the Gangetio line may in round numbers be Bot down at 

£485,000, and under the English at £460,000 a year. With regaxd to the present price 
of paddy, the people consider eight annas a cheap rate for a Cuttack man, containing 
107 lb. avoirdupois; or as nearly as may bl', a shilling a hundredweight. This is the 
rate on the field, and a& will be seen in my Statistical Accounts (A.ppendioes I, II, and 
IV), the retail price varies in different localities. In Puri district I found that an 
ordinarr rate in good seasons was 210 lb. for two shillings. In Bamsor town the price 
hlUl varted from 240 lb. per rupee in 1860, to 140 in 1870. These a.re the l>riOell of tiM 
COIQ,mon 1IOl't of 1lllhUlked paddy, the "ple food of the people.' 
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to spend than we have, so they practioally took eight times'more from. 
the people. That is to say, their revenue represented eight times the 
quantitY. of the staple food of the provinoe which our own revenue 
represents. 

The truth is, that a whole series of intermediate rights has grown 
up between the ruling power and the soil I shall show in the next 
volume how the native kings of Orissa enjoyed the undivided owner­
ship of the land. Instead of a long line of part-proprietors stretching 
from the Crown to the cultivator, as at present, and each with a 
separate degree of interest in the soil, the plenum domwium was 
firmly bound up and centred in the hands of the Prince The growth 
of these intermediate rights forms the most ronspicuous phenomenon 
in the history of Orissa under its foreign conquE'l'ors. For centuries, 
uRder the Musalmans and Mahrattas, the unhappy province knew no 
Government but that of the bword; ypt the very roughness of the 
publir admiuistration allowed private rights to spring up unperceived, 
and to harden into permanent ('harges upon the ::,oil-charges which 
its native Princes would never have tolerated Thus from long anarchy 
and miser,r a fair growth of rights bas blossomed forth, and the 
magnificence, which the Hindu Princes of Orissa lloncentrated upen 
themselves, is now distributed in th€' form of moderate prosperity 
among a long. descending chain of proprietors, each with his own set 
of rights in the land 

* 

It is to such misoellaneous imposts as thc stamp rewnue and salt 
tax that the British Government of India bas to look for the means 
of rarrymg on the administmtion. Thp native dynasti!:'s trusted 
almost entiroly to the land revenue. They managed to raise an annual 
income variously stated at from .£406,250 to £.570,750, or say 
£450,000 a year, between the twelfth and the eighteenth c('ntnries. 
This almost exactly corresponds, in figures, to the total revenue 
which, by a great machinery of miscellaneous imposts, ",e now collect 
from the province. In actual purchasing power, it amounted to seven 
times our present revenue, and supported the magnificenre of a Hindu 
Court, with a standing army, an opulent hierarchy, and a costly civil 
list. Under British rule, thc Orissa revenue barely suffices for the 
charges of the local administration. 

Had we dealt with the land as the Native rulers did, and con­
sidered it the inalienable property of the State, the land-tax might 
possibly still bav€' sufficed But under our more liberal policy of deve­
loping private rights in the soil at the expense of the public burdens 
upon it, the land-tax nas become wholly inadequate to the cost of 
Government. In 1829-30, the land revenue of Orissa amounted ta 
£158,965. In 1836-37, thc Government leased out the province fOI 
thirty years; and in 1867 the Legislature renewed that settlement fOJ 
another period at thirty years. It now amounts to £168,286, and n( 
further increase can be hoped for till the end of the century. Mean· 
while, the bare cost of Local Government amounts to £422,000 f 

year; and before the end of thA oentury it will in all probabilitJ 
exceed half a. million. Before the expiry of the present leases, th1 
land-tax will yield less than one-third of the merely local expenditure 



If, therefore, the province is to pay its way, Government will be under 
n constant neoessity of raising additiona.l revenue by mea.ns of the 
miscella.neous imposts whioh are so distasteful to an Indian people. 

This difficulty was partly inevitable. No materials have come 
down showing the precise proportion of the produoe of the soil whioh 
the anoient Orissa Dynasties took. Many conflicting traditions exist 
on the subjeot, and doubtless the proportion varied in different parts 
of the country. The rich delta of Orissa could afford to pay a larger 
share to the Prinoe than less productive arid tracts; and, as a matter 
of fact, the Raja.h of Pariknd, who still maintains his fiscal indepen­
denoe, takes exactly three-fifths of the crop. He, however, like other 
Hindu Princes, dealt with the cultivators direct. We, on the other 
ha.nd, have allowed a whole series of intermediate holders, each with 
his own set of rights, to grow up between the State and the act11&1 
husbandmen; and practically not one-tenth of the harvest reaches 
the public treasury. The following figures will, I think, establish 
lhi" fact. The three Orissa districts contain 7,723 square miles, or 
4,94~, 720 acres. At least one-half of this, or say two million and a 
half of acres, are under cultivation. The value of the ordinary crops 
varies fr0m 1011. to £1 168. Taking the low average of 158., the total 
value of two million and a half of acres would amount to £1,875,000; 
and a land-tax of ten percent. would yield £187,500. Now the actual 
land· tax from all sources amounts to £168,286. While, therefore, 
a Hindu Princc like the Rajah of Parikud takes three-fifths as his 
ehare of the annual produce of the soil, the British Government obtains 
not one-tenth of it. 

This difference is partly duo to the liberality of our land settle­
ment, partly to the growth of intermediate holders; but it is also in a 
large degree due to the fact that we take our rent in money and not 
in kind. The rent-roll of an Orissa estate, when offered for sale in 
the market, is now found, as a rule, to be double its Government land­
tax .. Of course, extreme instances occur on both sides, but native 
gentlemen and native offioers have alike assured me that this is below 
rather than above the average In Rettling with the landholders in 
1837, the Company allowed gross reductions to about one-third of the 
rent for the charges a.nd risks of collection 347. The extension of culti­
ntion, with the natural rise in rents, ha.s doubled the laadh.older's 
profits during the past thirty-three years; ~o that, as above stated, the 
proprietor now generally realizes at least as much again as he pays to 
Government. The landholder, in his tum, collects from the cultivator 
as rent from one-half to one-quarter of the actual yield of the land, 
or say one-third. Government, therefore, as it only rereive1.4 at most 
one-half of the landholder's collections, cannot ~et more than one-sixth 
of the net yield of the soil. In reality it recelves much less. For it 
takes its share, not in ~rain, but in silver, which is constantly depreci­
nting in value 'fhis CIrcumstance further decreases by nearly one-half 
the share which the State actually obtains, and reduces its one-sixth to 
one-tenth or one-twelfth of the produce of the land. I have shown, on 
wha.t I belie~e to be irrefragable evidence, that the purchasing power . 

Ul ThP theorl'tlCal allowanrf' was ten per cent., but the variou8 extra aUowancrI mile 
it to between thirty and forty pet cent. in Orissa-vid, Vol. 1, p. 63. 



of silver in India. has fallen during the la.st five hundred years to 
one·seventh of wha.t it was in the thirteenth century. I eropose, very 
briefi,: to prove that this decline, at least in Orissa, is shll going on, 
that lt has proceeded at a rapid rate during the present century, and 
that at the present moment it continues unohooked. 

The period of anarchy which preoeded our acoession in Orissa in 
1803 has left few memorials behind it. But I have brought together, 
from the archives of the adjoining district of Ganjam, a series of 
papers wbich illustrate the state of prices a hundred years ago. My 
materials commence with the year 1778, and they show the average 
price of unhusked rice, except in years of famine, to have been about 
8d. a hundredweight, and the priee of husked rice ],Y. 4j.tl. 318. III 
Orissa the cost was always about one-third less, and indeed Ganjalll 
imported a large portion of its rice.supply from l'uri and Cuttack. 
This would show the price of paddy in Orissa to have been under 6d. a 
hundredweight; and when we obtained the province in 1803, 6d. 0. 

hundredweight was oOllsiderl"d l'ath~r a high prioe. A shilling per 
}mndredweight is now reoKoned a cheap rate for paddy bought on the 
neld at harvest time. In 1771 a bullOCK sold for lOs. which .would 
now cost at least 248., and a sheep from 18. to Is. 3d. whose present 
price would be at least 48. The whole evidence to be derived from the 
official records shows that the average price of staple commodities 
towards the end of the last oentury was less than one-half their present 
ra.tes. The wages of laborers borl" the same proportion, and palan­
quin-bearers oost 48. a month who now rec>eive 8.s. 

We have, however, another means of ascertaining the decline in 
the purohasingl)ower of silver. Prom time immemorial Orissa, like some 
other parts of ndia, has used a local currency of cwrie. When the 
province passed into our hands in 1803, the publio acoounts were kept 
and the revenue was paid in these little shells. In granting liberal 
leasl"s to the landholders, however, we stipulated that thf'Y should 
henceforth pay their land-tax in silver, and fixed the rate of exchange 
at 0,120 cow"in to the rupflE'. For many years after our aocession 
the proprietors bitterly oomplained that thfl rupee was worth muob 
more than this rate, and that, in order to make up their revenue in 
silver, they had to pay the villa.ge banker from 0,400 to 7,680 eOicries 
per rupee. This was alleged as one of the causes of the Khurd.h8. 
rebellion in 1817; and a.lthough the ha.rdships may have been exagge­
rated, the common rate seems to have been from 6,000 to 7,000 CQU'ri1!8 

per rupee. But dnring the last seventy years the value of silver ha,s 
steadily deolined, and a rupee now only purohases 3,584 of these little 

34.11 In 1778 the prwe of paddy In GanJam va.ried from 7d to 7!1l. per cwt .• 
" 1779 .. . . . . . .. .. 7d. to 7!1l .. 
" 1780 . . . . . . . . • . . Hd. to 8!d. , 
., 1781 (a leal of scarcity) it rose to . . .. Sid. , 
" 17S2 . • . . . . . . •. 9 d. ; 
" l783 trom .. .,. .• 9 d. to 9td, , 
" 1784, (a. year of famine) it 1I01d at the almoat nommal rate of 11 d. , 
" 1786 it felIto •• .. .. .. .. 8d.; 
" 1786 .. .. . .. .. .. Sid .• 
• , 1787 . . . . . . . .• . . 8,d. to 9!d. A.fter that Ttar 

followed 8. series 01 famin&s ana disturbanCeI, which Ilompletely dillOTpnized ~ceJ, anel 
for a tiUle put a $top to importations. The yean from 1189 to 1792 are ItdlllJlOlteu of A, 
~e p.riod of the Ant GanjaDl faaUne under our l'Ille. 



sheIla M9. In 1804 the official exohange W8.I! 5,120, and the prt.otioal 
fate of exchange from 6,460 to 7,680. 

The purchasing power of silver in Orissa has, therefore, declined to 
one-haH during the last seventy 1001'S, whether estimated in the local 
currenoy or in the staple food 0 the province. The depreciation has 
of late been accelerated by the vast amount of speclO expended upon 
the irrigation enterprises, and by the large payments in silver which 
have been made to Orissa for rioe and other products since the oanals 
opened up the seaboard These great works praotically date from the 
ye8,r l860, and during the twenty years between 1850 and 1870 prices 
have risen from one-third to one-half. Thus to take the town of Bala­
sor, which exhibits the rise in its extreme degree. In 1850 the best 
unhusked paddy sold at 1()8 pounds per rupee; in 1870 at 84 pounds, 
or just one-half Fine cleaned rice was 100 pounds per rupee in 1850 ; 
RO pounds in 1~6U; and 40 PQunds in ] 870 Oommon rice haE' not 
risen quite so much, as the <:ultivation has iu the meanwhile extended. 
It was reported at 120 pounds pt'r rupee in 1850; lOU pounds in 1860 ; 
and 70 pounds in 1870. Wheat sold at ;}3 pounds per rup(\e ill 1850; 
29 in 1860; and 18 in IB70 

The rate vI w J,gos has riSf'Il III proportiolJ In Balaho), unskllled 
laborers earlwd a penny hn.lfpenny a day in 18;)0; they now get from 
twopence halfpenny to threepence. Carpenters' wages wen' in 1850 
threepenc(' a day; they are now fivepcnce farthmg. Smiths and brick­
layers could be had at threepence three farthin~s in 1 eGO ; they now 
earn sixpence. If we take the two othf'r large clties in Orissa, Outtack 
and Puri, the same results appear In Outtaek, day-laborers received 
twopence farthing in t850 ; they now obtain threepence three farthings. 
Smiths got fourpenC'c halfpenny In 1B50; they now earn sixpence 
Bricklayers' wages have risen more rapidly, or, from twopence farthing 
in 1850, tll sixpen<>e 111 1870. In Puri, the money wages nre officially 
returnf'd at the following rat t's; unskilled laborers in l'Ul'i town, iour­
pence a day; lTl the rural parts twopence hnlfp'enny. Their wages 
twelve years ago werp twopence haltpenn)' 111 the town, and three 
halfpence iu the country In 1860, smith., and carpenters got three­
penoe three farthings m the town, and twopence in the country; they 
now get sixpence a day in the town and threepence three farthings in 
the oountry. Bricklayers, who llsed to get fourpenoe halfpenny in the 
town twelve years ago, now get sevenpence halfpenny 

Within the last twenty years, therefore, the prioe of food in the 
large oity of Balasor has almost doubled; a.nd throughout the whole 
provinoe, so far as stahstius exist, it has risen by about one-third The 
rates of wa.ges have also increased by upwards of one-third during 
the same period. Tha.t these results are due, 1:l0t to !l'ny altered d~gree 
of pressure of the population on the land, or lD theIr demands on the 
food of the province, is olear froIIl the following fact. While town 
wa.~es, which are paid in money, have thus risen, agrioultura.l wages. 
whlch are paid in kind, have remained absolutely the same. The 11&1d­
laborer has always earned a lower wage than unlkilled workmen in the 
towns. In 1850 he reo~ived from twelve to fiftAlen pounds of unhusked 

,. I 

... The rate, of COII.1'SC, varies, but I am informed that 14 !Jancuu or 66 CO'l'Vrle1 pet 
pice baa, of late been the ruling ex~ in the larger marts. Thie give. 8,684 to the 
l'UpM. 



paddy per diem acoording to the locality; and at the present day he 
receives exaotly twelve to fifteen pounds according to the loca.lity. An 
rcages tkat are paid in money hatH' n'8en by more than one-third; allu)agell 
that are paid in kmd remain tlte 8ame. 

These, it should be remembered, a.re the results of only twenty 
r.ears. During tbis brief period, silver has lost more tha.n a third of 
Its purohasing power, whether expressed in wages, or in the staple 
food of the people. Indeed, one District officer reports to me tha.t the 
prioe of food has doubled wlthlll twelve years. The public revenues 
have been depreciated to at least oue-third of their former purohasing 
power, whether expressed III wages or in grain. I have already shown 
tha.t the valuE' of silver, as estima.ted in the popular or cowrie ourrency, 
has tallen thirty per oent 350 since 1804, even calculated at the rate .of 
exohange which Government then arbitrarily fixed in its own favolDt 
If oomputed aocording to the actua.l rate of exchange then ourrent, it 
has decreased by one-half. H&d our first administrators contented 
themselves with taking payment in SlIver at the current rate of the 
oowrie exchange, the Orissa land-tax would now have been double 
what it is at present But hau they resolved to collect it at a grain 
valuation, according to Akbar's wise policy, it would now be more than 
double; for the prices of food have rather more than doubled since 
1804 The system of paying the land-ta", by It grain valuation appears 
to me to be the best meam of giving stability to the Indum revenues. 
In Orissa, it would have enabled us to reduce the salt duty to the easy 
Madras rate; it would have saved t.he necessity of au income-tax 
altogether; and by shorter leases, it would now yield as large an inoome 
as the total which Wf' extract by a variety of vexatIOUS burdens. 

'1'ne experience of the past few years shows that the fall in value 
of silv!:lr still continues. l';very morning the Government of India 
wakes up poorer than when It went to bed the night before A lakh of 
rupees in 1850 represented a grE'at deal more in a.ctual purchasing power 
than a lakh of rupees 1ll 1860; and a lakh of rupees in 1860 repre­
sented 11 great deal more tha.n it dId in 1870 Apart, therefore, from 
the cost of increased efficiency in the admilllstration, the English in 
India must inevitably go on increasing the miscellaneous publio 
burdens so obnoxious to the people, as long as the land-tax is calcula~ 
in silver. The one remedy is a grain valuation, either struck annually 
or revised 3.t intervals of about five years. It might be possible to 
suggest several sources of revenue, such as a duty on Pan, the a.romatia 
leaf that the people chew instead of tobacco, whioh would be less 
nnpoFular than the income-tax. But misoellaneous imposts, however 
unobjectionable in themselves, are mere makeshifts and stop-gape in a 
fi80al system like that of Bengal. The secret of malting India pay is 
the due oonservation of the land-tax; and in order to oonserve the land­
tax. it must be estimated, not, as in Orissa, upon the so-called rent of 
the landholder, but upon thfl actual produce of the soil. Until this 
neoossity is realized a.nd acted upon, every few years will brill¥, a 
msb set of finanoial embarras!llD.ents. Under the present system, '\nth­
out &debng a single Judge, or Magistrate, or offioer of any sort to the 
Civil List j without gra.nting one of the a.dnuwstrt\ttve improvements 

36~ . 
~ I.e., 6:120 = 70 per oent , showmg .. deorea.ae of 80 per cent. 
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whioh India's rapid advanoe in oivilisation suggests j without under­
taking any of the rural publio works whioh a. tropioa.l oountry 80 
urgently requires; without a.llowing a rupee for bringing our materiel 
of war up to the modern European standard; the Indian Governmen.t 
will find at the end of each ten years the revenue whioh suffioed a.t the 
beginning of the deoade altogether insuffioient at the clos6 of it.­
Hunter'8 " OrI8sa.') 

(C. )-E;rtract .troll! the A.I'tlCle on " Illdia " In Hlmfel,'1j 
" G([zeftf!el' of India." 

~~venues of the Moghul Emperors at thirteen various periods, from 
1593 to 1761,1 from a smaller area and population than those of 
British India. 

----------------
Moghul Emperors AuthOrity 

1. Akbal, A D If>93 I Nll.am-ud.dtn, not tor 

Do 'I 

I all India 
" " I Allowa.nce fOl Provm­

I cml Troops' (bulm) • 

I 
2. Akbar, A D 1.594.. Ahdul Fazl, ~f8S., not 

3. Do " 
for all IndIa 

Official documents not 
for all India 

4. Do. ,,1605.. Indian authorities quot-
, i ad by DeLaet. 
! 5. JehAngil, A D 1609 [ Oaptam Hawkms .. 

. -11. 
6. Do ,,1628 ! Abdul Hamid U.hori " I 
7. 5Mb. JeUn, A.D. lJo. 

1648-49. I 

Land revenue. 

£ 

Not 16,5]4,388 

" 16,682,440 

" 17,450,000 

Net 17,600,000 
" 22,000,000 

Revenue from 
all 80U rees. 

I. 
32,000,000 

2 10,000,000 
1----·-

Net 42,000,000 

Net 1)0,000,000 

8. Aurangzeb, A.D OffiCIal documents .. { 
1665. 

IGroSS 26,743,970 } 
Net 24,056,114 j 

9. Do. 

10. Do 

11. Do 

12. Do. 

A.D. 
1670 (P) 

AD 
1696. 

La.ter officia.l docu- { 
ments. 

Gemelli On-eri 

A D Manul'ci Oatrou 
1697 
AD. Ramulll8 .• 

I I 
IGroBs 36,641,431 11 

Net 34,506,890 j .. 
.• I Net 80,000,000 

I 

Net 38,719,400 I 

" 30,179,692 I 

.. 77,438,800 

1707 
13. ShAh Alum A D, I Ofticial statement pre- I 

1761. sentell to Ahma.d Shah 
AbdaH on his entering I 
Delhi. 

" 34,606,640 I 
I 

I 
I ______ J __ 

I The above table is reproduced from Mr. Edward Tbemaa' lU,,_ 1lN~,.", ., 11u 
JltlfAul.E11IPI,." published in 1871, and has been revised by him trom materi4. 1dd6 
.he ~. collected since that date.-I inaert the word.",t andgrOfl by hia direction. 

S Thia is the lowetlt estima.te at whish the Bum. or Landwehr, in contradiotioa to "". 
Boral .Army, oan he reckOl'led.-Hr. ThOl88l' R"MW ll'fOfW~" of tI" JtOf~1 .,4N, ,..,12. 



The following statement shows tDa revenues from the provi1lOel of 
the Delhi Empire under Emperor Shah JehAn, 1648-49:-

In India. 
Provinoes. Lt.nd -tax. 

&S. 

1. Delhi 25,000,000 
2. Agra ... 22,500,000 
3. Lallore 22,500,000 
4. Ajmere ... 15,000,000 
IS. DauJatabad 13,750,000 
6. Berar 18,750,000 
7. Ahmedabad 13,250,000 
8. Bengal ." 12,600,000 
9. Allahabad 10,000,000 

10. Behar 10,000,000 
11. Malwa 10,000,000 
12. Khandeish 10,000,000 
13. Oudh 7,600,000 
14. Telingana 7,500,000 
15. Multan 7,000,000 
16. Orissa. 5,000,000 
17. Tatta (Sind) 2,000,000 
18. Baglanah 500,000 ----

Total for all India 207,750,000 
19. KlIoIIhmere 3,750,000 
20. Kabul 4,000,000 
21. Balkh 2,000,000 
22. Kandah&l' 1,500,000 
28. BadakhBhali 1,000,000 

Total 220,000,000 

Aurang.aeb.-All Northern India except .A.ssam and the greater part 
of Southern India paid revenue to Aurangzeb. His Indian Provinces 
covered nearly 88 large an area as the British Empire at the present 
day, although their dependence on the' central Govel'Dment was less 
direct. From these ,provinces his net land revenue demand is returned 
at 80 to 88 millions sterling, a. sum which represented at least three 
times the purchasing power of the land revenue of British India at the 
present day. But it is doubtful whether the enormous demand of 88 
millions was fully realized during any series of years, even at the height 
of Aurangzeb's power, before he left Delhi for his long southern wars. 
It was estimated at only 30 millions in the last year of his reign, after" 
his ab"ence of a quarter of a oentury in the Deccan. Fiscal oppressions 
led to evasions and revolts, while some or other of the provinces were 
always in open war against the Emperor. The table given below 
exhibits the Moghul empire in its final development in 1697, just before 
it began to break up. The standard return of Aurangzeb's land 
revenue was net £34,505,890; and this remained the nominal demand 
in the accounts of the central e~chequer during the next half century, 
notwithsta.ndin@: that, the Empire had fallen to pieces. When tlie 
Afghan invad~r~ Ahmad SMh Durani, entered Delhi- in 1761~ the 

,liW\U'Y oBioers presented him with a statement showing the land 
,:menueof the Empire at £84,006,640. . The highest land revenue af 
A.ur~zeb, after his annexations 'inSouthemlndia and before his 

'h&1l'8Verses, was 881 millions Bt6rliug; of whiob close on 88 miIliOl1l 
.~ ~ Indian Provinces. The total revenue of Aurangzeb ".. 



tstim~ted ip. 1690 at 80 millions a.nd in 1697 a.t 77j millioQS sterling. 
The gross taxa.tion levied from British India, deducting the opium 
excise, which is paid by the Chinese consumer, averaged 3D~ mlIlions 
sterling during the ten years ending 1879. 

L&nd revenue of AUr&ngzeb m 1697 
(acoording to Manu.oci) 

1. DelhI " 
2. Agra . 
3. Lahore 
4. Ajmere 
6. Guzerat 
6. Malwa 
7. Behar 
8 Multan .• 
9. 'l'atta (Sind \ . 

10. Bakar 
11. Orissa 
12. Allahabad 
la. D"LLftu 
14. Berar .. 
16. Khandeish 
16. BagJaDah . 
17. Nande (NandaIr) 
IS. Bengal . 
19. Ujain . 
20. Ra}mahal 
21. BiJapur 
22. Golconda 

.... 

Total .. 
23. Kashmere 
2~. Kabul .. 

R8. 

12,550,000 
22,203,560 
23,305,000 
21,900,002 
23,395,000 

9,906,250 
12,150,000 

5,025,000 
6,002,000 
2,400,000 
5,707,500 
7,738,000 

16,204,760 
15,R07,600 
11,105,000 
6,865,000 
7,200,000 

40,000,000 
20,000,000 
10,050,000 
60,000,000 
50,000,000 

379,534,552 
3,505,0<)(1 
3,207,250 

Land revenu.e of Aurangzeb In 1707 
(according to Ramu.sis). 

1. Delhi .. 
2 Agra • 
3 Ajmere 
4. Allahabad 
I) PunJall 
6 Oudh 
7. Multan 
8. Guzerat 
9. Behar. 

10 Smd ., 
11. Doulata bad .. 
12 lIalwa 
13 BE-fllr .• 
14 Khandolsh 
15 Bedur .. 
16 Bengal 
17. Orissa . 
18 Hyderabad 
19 BIJapUl 

RB 

aO,M8,753 
28,669,003 
16,308,634 
11,413,581 
20,653,302 

8,0511,195 
1i,361,073 

If'i,196,228 
10,179,025 
2,296,420 

25,873,627 
10,097,041 
15,3.50,625 
11,215,750 
9,324,309 

13,115,906 
3,670,500 

•• I 27,834,000 
26,9.57,62,) 

Total " 292,023,147 
20 Kashml're 5,747,734 
21. Kabul 4,025,983 

Grand Total ti86,246,802 Grand Tot.tl 301,796,864 
or 

'£38,624,680 1 
or 

~ ~3~~79~68~ I 
The above lists have been taken from Edward Thoma,,' Resources 

of the Moghul Empire, pages 46 and 50, 

(D.)-Ealfracf from the JOI(1'lIol of the A1'Chreoloyiml Survey of India} 
Vol. IV. 

Translation of a copper-plate grant, da.ted the 23rd year of Rajendra. 
Chola (probably A.D. 1046). 

Hail to Kovirajakesaripanma, the Ohakravarti Sri Kulottungwla­
devil., swaying his sceptre over all the directions of the west sea of 
Vilclqar and Sii1galar (Oeylon). He, hi the twentieth year of his reign, 
while graciously seated on Kiilingarapan, the temple throne placed in 
the Tiruma'ijjanaSdlai 1 inside the temple of the town of Ahava.m.aJlaltu. 
lakaralpuram otherwise called Ayirattali, was requested by the king. of 

I The apartment in the temple where water i. stored 10r bathina' the idol. 



~ 
lti4ln to' e:umpt the viJJ.a.ges belOl1¥ingto the iiem.ple of Be.jand~ 
perumballi and Ra.jarajaperumbalh which were bUilt in SoJ.a,kulan.Ui­
patta.g.a., situated in PatlagakkuITU division of the fertile country of. 
KeyamaI).ikkavalana4.u from the taxes of antaraya, 2 virasif,8hai, 3 panmai­
pa'(l4avetti 4 and kundah ~ and to permit the exchange of the possession 
of lands jrom the' old inhabitants to the temple. Thus at the request of 
the king of Ki4.ara which was reported by his messengers, we gracioualy 
issue this order to our agent, Rajarajamuvenda.velan, to execute copper 
plate dooument to this effect. The lands and produce belonging to the 
~emple ~f .~ajarajaperumballi, whioh was b~t in So~akulava.llipattf.l:!!a. 
In the dlvlSlon of Pattanakkiirru of the fertile country of Keyaml1tPk­
kava.!ana4.u; ninety-seven ~nd three-eightieths and a-hundred-and 
sixtieth R (Ilelis 7) of land in AnaintaJigalam of PattanakkiiI'fU are now 
fixed in the possession of the temple in exchange of the owners with 
the calculated 8 paddy produce of 8,943 kalams, 2 tuftt8, 1 kuruni, and 
3 naZis, and tae settled 9 pad<Jy produce of 4,506 kalama} 12i (velis) of 
lands given to Brahmans of AnaimaJigalam with the cal('ulated produoe 
of 40u kalams and the settled pa.ddy produce of 560 kalam8 ; 27 i and 
'0 and Tiro (velis) of land in Muiijikku4.i of this oountry with the 
caloulated paddy produce of 2,779 kalams, 1 tuni a.nd 4 na[u anft the 
settled paddy produce of 1,806 I.alams, 106 -ttl (velis) of land in Amiir 
of Tiruvarfu' division, with the calculated paddy produce of 1Q,606 
kalams, 2 tUniS and 2 kurunts and settled produoe of 5,850 kalams, 70t 
and '0 (velis) of land in NiiQ.alur, otherwise called Va4.akudi of the 
country of Alanadu, with the calculated paddy produce of 6,514 kalam8, 
5 kU1'unis and 1 milt and the settled paddy produce of 2,840 kalam8. 
10 'I'll and 8'0- and Th and"Jh and 11\0 (velis) of land of KiJachan­
dirappadi of this country with the caloulated paddy produoo of 1,012 
kalams and 5 Iwrunis; 601 (velis) of land given as donations to the 
Brahmans of Palaiyiir of this oountry with the oalculated paddy produce 
of l!OOO kalam~ and the set~led paddy pro~u.c~ of 1,500 ka~ams. 871 
(vehs) of land In Puttakkudlof Kurumbiir divlSlOn of the fertile oountry 
of JayaIikondaaolavalanadu with the calculated paddy produoo of 8,720 
kalam~ and the settled paddy produce .of 6,.107 kalam8; 3'!"jr (velis) of 
land In Udayamarttiit;lq.analliir of Idaikka)inadu of the fertIle oo\lntry 
of Vijayariijendrasolavalanagu with the oalculated paddy produce of 12 
kalams and f> I.unmis and the settled paddy produoe of 135 ka/a,n8, 3 
KU1'Unl8 and the settled dry land paddy produoe of 78 kalam8 and 6 
kuruni8 as favorably fixed during the settlement of taxes. Half of this 
the above stated lands and produoe shall be in the enjoyment of this 
temple and the other haH shall cover the several expenses of antardva, 

I It may poesibly be interpreted import duties. 
8 Fees given to the temple at marriages-a praotice whlCh in all Hindu soci~e8 con· 

tmuea to this day. 
, Fee for the UBe of old paths. 
8 ¥UNl41, is ~ alte for outting wood (generally fuel wood for use in the hon .. ). 11 io 

~t plain whether by thi8 the ancient Cho}a kings also levied a tax on the UBe ofJmnlt 01' 
wbelher it ia a tax on cutting firewood in !oreate. 

• The Tamil war of expressing fractions. The mode of expreeaion would be 101t if D 
~fl" ~d 97rilr inetead of 97h and rho 

'I The meM'Ilrement of land is-not gi"en. The gT&1lt being in the TdjOl'e ~ 
.~ ~ the w&)' of calculation there we mar roup!,. bmalate ... It.t. 

• ruu1 'Oaloulated and settled paddy produoe. Even now the Ianta have t1MB& two 
~ tile former calou:J.tea proilllce having been filted in put timea. 



~ III 
.a.Vl1l 

panmaipandavetti, and other taxaa inourred in money or paddy by this 
village. Thus for the exemption from taxation and fo1' the exchange 
of the lands from the former owners to the temple we issue this order. 

ThUB 3li and -10 and ah· (velis) of land within the four boundaries 
with all the taxes of antaraya and pantnatpandavetti and others exempted 
we give to the temple. . 

Note.-The terms "calculated produce" and" settled produce" in the 
above inscription probably refer to the gross produce and the portion of it 
representing Government share. If this surmise be correct, the Govern­
ment share, it will be seen, exceeded a hali in somo cases In one or two 
cases there must be a mistake in the transcription of the inscription as the 
" settled produce" given exceeds the "calculated produce." It is assumed 
that the figures representing the superficial contents of lands denote 
"velis"-a vell being equivalent to 6! Rcree. " Veh" is an ancient 
measure and there is no tradition current in the Tanjore district showing 
that either the extent of a veli has been altered or that any other land 
measure was at any time in use. 

The following extraot from a grant, dated A. D. 1084 by Kulothunga­
chola tlhows the taxes and seignioral dues levied in the times 
oj the Ohotas in the Tanjore district. 

'" '" '" '" 
may you enjoy the several trees and the enjoyment and cultivation of 
mango trees; may you have the privilege of opening up big oil­
presses; may you enjoy the upper irrigation and straining in the 
channels that, passing through this village, irrigate other villages; 
may you enjoy the upper Irrigation and straining in the channels 
that, passing from other villages, come to this village.' The cocoa. and 
~almyra trees cultivated in this village shall not be climbed up by the 
/.laval' 10; ma.y you enjoy the privilege of the planting of (pillars for) 
toraruu 11 as befittin~ your position. For the enjoyment of the above 
rights; may you enJoy also the niUjdtchi, the ;itriitcM, one milt (of rica 
collection) for every vatti (platter), one mili (of rice oollection) on (the 
days sacred to) the manes, the tax on weddings, the (tax on) washer­
men's stones, the tax on potters, the rent on water, the lea.ves colleo­
tion, 12 a oloth for (every) loom, the brokerage, the taxes on gold­
smiths, the ta.x on neatherds, the tax on sheep, the good cow, the good 
bull, the watch of the country, the gUa.M, tortoise, frog and others of 
the kind in the oommon embankments inside (the village); may you 
enjoy the right of sowing Kar, the supreme management, the ikudi 
petitions a.nd other rights even without the exception of the lands 1l8ad 
for raising ~oorl crops. For the enjoyment of the above rights, may 
~ enJoy a180 the right of irrigating by obstructing the water by 
embankments, of straining and allowing the flow of the current. Hay 

10 Literally the polluted, by which term is meant the Milar. or ,rftt4r" commoaIr 
ea1led the toddy-tree chm-bers. 

11 The gate of a house in Banllmt, but it also mea.na festoon8 BtrlU18 of green leav., 
,.....ny mango I_vel. 

!' For manure or to be ueed as dithee for eating in te.Jdng meall!. 



you enjoy the right of the upper irrigation and atra.inin~!ii the ohan­
nets irrigating this land; in these ohannels none (else) s enjoy the 
right of outting up branoh ohannels, of obstrucling the water, of shut­
ting_ u:p the lower sluices, of raising up the water OJ obstructions, and 
of lifting up wa.ter by ba.skets. Let none obstruct the common run­
ning water or use that water for purposes of inigation by obstructing 
its oourse. Let none raise round-about storeyed houses and mansions 
or sink UDwalled wells or enjoy the proceeds of the cocoanut trees 
yielding (cocoanuts), damallakam 13, maru 14, lruveli u, senpaka, the blue 
lily, mango, jack, areca-nut, palmyra 

(E.}-Thefollowin9 abstract .~h,(}lC8 tlte revenue in paddy wJdch a mlmbllf' 
. of villages in the Chola and other countries aJJsigned to the tempfe at 

Ta1ljore by the Chola King R rljamj a deva in thrl 29th year of hi, 
reign (end qf the tenth century) !tad to pay to the Tanjore temple as 
recorded in the iURC1'ipfiolls on the walts oj the temple. 

Na.mes of Vlllages 

1. Palaiyur (Inganadu) 
2. Arappar do. . . 
3. Kirandevankudl in Inganadu .. 
4. do. 
n do 
6. Tannirkunram do. 
7. Kirvaduga.kkudl do. 
8 --L- do 
9. lrsikkann&ngndi d,) 

10. Vadavirm.yanpallam do .. 
II. Arakkankudi (TmlIlara iyurnaduj 
12. PtdarWlerl do. 
13. Nerkuppai (Tiramunadu) •• 
14. Ma.ruttuvak'kudl (InIl&lXlbarna.du) 
15. Tuuttevankudi (Tiruvu.hnadu) 
16. Anpanur (Mipalaru) . . . . 
17. Ingaiyur (KiIpa\aru) .. 
18. Pana.mangala.m (Kilpalaru) .. 
19. Sattanpadi do. .. 
~O. do. 
21. Mandottam do. 
2~. lraiyanseri do. 
23. Venltonkudi do 
24. Ma.ganikudi do 
26. Siru Sembural do. 
26. Turaiyur do. 
27. KarimaDgalam do. 

\ 

j 

\ 

I 

I 

ItAJ.AXS. 
12,630 
10,745 
4,070 
2,183 

11,626 
3,a78 
2,&,,0 

614 
616 

2,393 
666 
1135 

3,722 
2,967 
2,900 
6,860 
4,278 
4,072 
1,883 

469 
1,466 
1,169 
4,784 
2,311) 

612 
a,888 
1,088 

NoI#.-The denomination in which the extent of lands mentioned in the illIIcriptioDl: 
given, has not been specifically stated, but it is assumed to be "Velia" (1 veli = 61 acreI) tJ 
Iooalland measure in use in the Tanjore district from time immemorial. The II bJam 
paiIl-meuure referred to i. equivalent to 12 &d&vallan merble. An adavallaa is 
1IOmewbt amallor merkal than that now in U88 . The old merkal was rellQrted in Ul 
~ of the century to oontain 19~ tolaa of rice. The prMent merbl contaiDI t4 
tbfu. -

11 and 14 Fragrant .hrubl. 
11 Inwili •• a Ihrub, the ~ of whidl are very traput, 



SEOTION U.GHE OONDITION OF THE PRESIDENOY 
AT THE END OF THE 18TH CENTURY WHEN MOST 
OF THE PROVINOES OF SOTTTHERN INDIA WERE 
AOQUIRED BY THE BRITISH. ] 

- ' 

[(A.)-E.ctractl> from official reports sllOunng the cOlldttwn of the seve1'fll 
dUltrlCts at the t!lne they catn~ und(Jr Bntls'" ad'Jllm~tratlOn. 

L Northern Otrcar~-Gal1Jam, VUlagapatam, Godfiva1,! (acquired from 
the N~'~am In 17R6), K18 f 1la (acqlllrl'rlfrom the Nlzmn tn 1759 and 1768), 
Pall/ad «(lcqU1'red from tile Nabob ot Oa1 Itatlc U/ 1801 ).=lThe zemindari 
lands are situated in the hill country of the westrrnlrontier, and in 
the pla.ins between the hills and the sea The hIll zemmdars, secure 
in the woody and unwholesome heights which they iuhabited, and 
encouraged by the hope of an eventual asylum in the dominions of 
the Nizam or of the Rajah of Berar, had often furnished examples of 
successful depredation and unpunished revolt. They were surrounded 
by military tenants, whose lands were held on stipulations of personal 
service, and whose attachment to their chiefs was inoreased by the 
bond of family connection These zemmda.rs consisted of three classes: 
First, the Vel'mas of Tellinga origin, who were driven from-the Carna­
tic in the year 1652 by the Muha.mmadan arms, and who established 
themselves on the borders of the Kistna Seconli, the Racllewars, of 
the race of ancient sovereigns of Orie.s8, who were also compelled by 
the Muhammadans to relinquish the plains of the Ciroars, and retired 
to the highland woods that formed their western n-ontier. Their fOs­
sessions are prinoipally situated to the north of the GodB.vari. 'rhlrd, 
the Wooriars being petty ohieftains of the military tribe, who, after 
the overthrow of the empire of Orissa by the Muhammadans, were 
enabled, from their local situation, to acquire an lOdependent jurisdio­
tion. Their J,>osS6ssions are chiefly situated in the highlands in the 
northern divislon of Ohicaoole. 

The zemindars in the plains oould boast of no higher extraction 
than bemg descended from the officers and revenue a.gents of the 
sovereigns of Orissa, who were employed by the Musalm'n oonquerors 
in the management of their new aoquisitions, a.nd who a.ppear to have 
flrst acquired lands and influence, after the oonquest of Aurangzeb, 
and during the distracted administration of his ohildren. 

The military force of the zemindars, like that maintained by the 
Poligare in the modern poBSe88ions under the Madras Government, con • 
• tled of three descriptions. First, the Oommon peons, who were paid 
in money a.nd whose oonsta.nt attendance was expected. Seoon.O.Iy, 
the Jf~ua ~eonB, who were paid by grants of land, subject to ~_quit. < 

rent only. Thirdly, the Marmoverfv peons, who consisted of military 
~ of a. higher order, and who 'W4Il'e bound to brln.J thm adhereufl 



with them to the field. At the time the Oiroars came into the handl 
of the Oompa.ny, the zemindars were, for the most part, in 15 vffl1.. 
irregular state of subjection to Nizam Ally. During the weakness Of 
his Hovernment and that of his predecessors, they had embraced every 
opportunity to extend their power, and to assume a degree of independ­
ence incompatible with any other character than that of tributary 
chiefs In the pursuit of these views, they were assisted by the suc­
cessive wars and contentious for empire, which followed the death of 
Aurangzeb in 1707 A.midst these convulsions arose a dispute for the 
suocession to the soubahship of the Deccan, in which Nizam-ul-Mulk, 
by maintaining himself in opposition to the orders of the Moghul, 
excited the zemindars to disregard an authority, which then possessed 
not the means of enforcing their obedience. During the period of 
Nizam-ul-Mulk's usurpation, little progress was made in reducing these 
countries to a state of order j and a second contest for the Government 
of the Deccan arising upon his d~ath in 1749, the oonfusion of the 
internal Government was continued and inoreased Such was the state 
of the Northf>rn Circars whcn obtained by the Frenoh A.t the com­
menoement of their administration, they made the ~mindars feel the 
weight of their power; but being oalled upon to march their troops into 
different parts of the country, for the puwnse of supporting Salabut 
Jung-, before their authority was established, they wero soon driven to 
the necessity of temporizing with those they had attempted to subdue, 
and disorders enf>ued, whioh prevailed from the hme the French were 
expelled the Ciroo.rs. They reverted to the Government of the Nizam, 
under whom they continued to the period when they were transferred 
to the English East India Company. In that interval,. the whole sys­
tem of internal management had become disorganized. Not only the 
forms, but even the rememb1'll.nce of civil authority, seemed to be 
wholly lost 

• • 
C By the custom of the Hindoo Government, the cultivators were 

entitled to one-ha.lf of the paddy produced (that is, grain in the husk.) 
depending upon the periodical rains. Of the crops from the dry grain 
lands, watered by. artificial means, the share of the cultivator was about 
two-thirds These were the proportions which genela.lly obtained; but 
particular castes were sllowed a. larger share, as well as strangers, that 
IS, those ryots who were not fixed residents in the villages. Before the 
harvest commenced the quantity of the crop was ascertained in the 
pl'esence of the inhabitants and village servants, by the survey of per. 
SOns unoonnected with the village, who, from ha.bit, were particularly 
skilful and expert in judging of the amount of the produce, and whot 

in the adjustment of this business, were materially aided by a ren,rence 
to the produce of former years, 0.8 recorded by the accountants of the 
villa.ges. The cultivators were at liberty, if they thought it necessary, 
110 mue another survey by people of their own; and if any matMial 
d.i1f.erenoe tqJp6a.red in the two estimates, a third account wa.s taken, 
undet the ordel'S of the village officers. The ql1Mltity which belonged. 
to bhe Government being thus ascertained, it was reoeived in kind or ill 
.QD.ty. "Before the division took plaoet oertain deduotioIlJ 1I"eTe .. 
-. tbt sroaa produoe, whiQh the Committee will h.-fter ex:pJ.ia., 



Of the plantation or garden oulture, which was of greater value than 
the other desoriptions of produoe, no larger portion was demanded from 
th.e ryots than one-fourth to one-eighth of the entire yearly crop, 
aooording to the additional expense, trouble and time required in 
bringing such artioles to maturity, and the distance and hazard of 
carrying them to market. The rule with respeot to these superior 
artioles, as well as small grains, was to assess them with a fixed money­
rent, not liable to fluotuation, 8S the produce might be more or less. 

Such were the rights of the ryots according to the ancient usage of 
the oountry. In consequence, however, of the changes introduced by 
the Muhammadan conquest, and the many abuses, which later times had 
established, the share really enjoyed by the ryots was often reduoed to 
a sixth, and but seldom exceeded a fifth; for instead of the former usage, 
the expedient of an impost origina.lly founded on a measurement of the 
arable land, and of additional assessments in proportion to that impost, 
was generally adopted, and the amount of such ndditional assessments 
hl:1d no bounds, but those which limited the supposed ability of the 
husba.ndman In those parts of the country where the practice of 
receiving rents in kind, or by a monied valuation of the actual produce, 
still obtained, the cultivJ.tors were reduced to an equally unfavorable 
situation by the arbitrary demands and contrIbutions to whioh they 
were subjected beyond the stipulated rent. 'The eifef'ts of this unjust 
system were considerably augmented by the oustom whiCh had become 
common Wlth the zemindars, and to which your Committee have already 
alluded, of sub-rentmg their lands to farm erR, whom they firmed with 
unrestricted powers of oollectlOn, and who were thus enabled to dis­
regarJ, whene"er it Imited their purpose, the engagements they entered 
into with the ryots, besides practising every species of oppr{'ssion, which 
a.n unfeeling motive of self-interest could suggEj,st. If they agreed with 
the cultivators at the commencement of the year for a rent in money, 
a.nd the season proved an abundant one, they then insistecl on reoeiving 
their dues in kmd. When they did take thoir rents in specie, they 
ha.rdly ever failed to ('ollect Ii. part of them hefore the harvest time ha.d 
arrived and the crops were cut, which reduced the ryots to the neces­
sity of borrowing from money-lenders at a heavy interest of 3, 4 and [) 
per cent. per month, the sums requisite to make good the anticipated 
payments that were dema.nded of them. If from oalamity or other 
cause the ryots were the least remills in the discha.rge of their rents, 
the officers of the renters were instantly quartered upon them, and these 
officers they were obliged to maintain until they might be recalled on 
the demand being satisfied. It was also a frequent praotioe with the 
renters to remove the inhabitants from fertile lands, in order to bestow 
them on their friends and favourites; and to obliRe the ryots to assist 
them, when they ha.ppened to be farmers, in the hlling of their lands, 
and to furnish them gratuitously with laborers, bullooks, cart. and 
straw 

In addition to the assessment ou the lands, or the shares of their 
1)rOduce -received from the inhabitants, they were subjeot to the dutiQS 
levied on the inland trade, which were collected by the renters under 
tbe lIefllindars. These duties, whioh went b,r the na.me of Sa.yer,u 
.,. eXtended to grain, to oa.ttle, to salt and all the other lleoeutt.1'iel tJ( 
life pas&ing through the oountry, a.nd weta collected by corrupt, partial, 



and extortionate agents, produced the worSt eiIects on the st&te oJ 
society, by not only oheck.ing the progress of industry, oppressing the 
manufa.cturer, and causing hiin to debase his manufacture, but also 'by 
clogging the beneficial operations of commerce in general, and abridg,­
inS" the comforts of the people at large. This latter description of 
imposts was originally considered as a branch of revenue too mnch 
exposed to abuses to be entrusted to persons not liable to restraint and 
punishment. It was, therefore, retamed under the immediate manage­
ment of the Government. The first rates were easy, and the custom­
houses few; but in the general relaxation of authority prevailing in the 
(Jircars, this mode of raising revenue for the support of Government was 
scandalously abused. In the course of a little time, new duties were 
introduced under the pretenoe of oharitable and religious donations, as 
fees to the chokedars or account· keepers, guards and other officers at 
the stations; as protection money to a zemindar, or as a present to those 
who farmed the duties. Not only had the duties been from time to 
time raised in their amount, and multiplied ill the11' number, at the 
disoretion of the zemindars and the renters under them, but they were 
at length levied at almost every stage, and on every suocessive transfer 
of property Uniformity in the principles of collection was completely 
wanting; a different mode of taxation prevailing in every district, in 
respect of all the varieties of goods and other arboles subjeot to impost. 
This oonsuming system of oppression had, in some instances, been 
aggravated by the Company's Government, whioh, when possessed of a. 
few factories, with a small extent of territory around them, adopted the 
measure of placing chokies or custom stations in the vicinity of each, 
for the purpose of ascertaining the state of trade within their own 
limits, as well as to afford them a souroe of revenue Under the head 
of Sayer revenue was also included a variety of taxes indefinite in their 
amount, and veJl..atious in their nature, called moturplw; they consisted 
of imposts on houses, on the implements of agrioulture, on looms, on 
merchants, on artificers, and other professions and castes.-(E:ctract 
from the Fijlh Report f!j' the ParhmJlentary COIJllluttee jo}' E(l8t India 
at!a~8, 1813.) J 

[Nf'llore J)utrict {acquired trom tile Nabob of Oarnatzc in 1801)J-The 
district of Neilore did not suffer much in oomparison with the rest of 
the Oarnatio in the wars which took plaoe in the latter hali of the 18th 
oentury; and being exempt from the presence of armies, was saved from 
the devastation and drain on the popUlation inseparable therefrom. Its 
proximity to the seat of Government, howenr, exposed it in a peouli.a.r 
degree to the a~e and mis-government whioh characterised th~ 
Nabob's durbar. he mass of the people were oultivators who were 
groun~down by t e renters and left nothing but their ploughs and 
cattle. There was no monied olass. The head inhabitants who had 
been h-renters had amassed some wealth, whioh they hoarded. 
Persons who lived by trade were few. . . . . • Roads, properly 
so caJ.1ed, there were none and the lines of traffic were infested by 
robbers e.nd daooite. The trade of the district was unimportant and th~ 
mUJ' outlet for it was by the sea. The chief eommodities were grain 
ad tobacco and Ilomo oloth, while cattle were exported in some ~uantitl 
priaaipaJ.1y to Hydera.be.d. The trade Ul oloth was the moat oo1'l6ltiera'ble 
at one time. There were a numbu of M:o~hn1 merchants who bought 
for the ma.rket in Bassora and the Pel'8Wl Gulf, but the ED.g1ieb. 



obtained aoeese to those ma.rkets about 1800; and the Indian merohan. 
diae being undersold, the trade doolined. The grain tra.flio was not 
gl'e&t. The demand was ohiefly in the southern districts and the only 
means of transport by sea, on native oraft; and the winds prevailing a.t 
the harvest season being oontrary, the transport was preoarious and the 
t1'ade small. The enormous expense of land carriage was prohibitive. 
Gatts were not obtainable. All goods were oonveyed on bnll'boks (the 
cost of transporting 1 putti of grain was 1 ijtar pagoda and 5 fanams for 
every 8 miles in ] 805. This is about one-third of the average prioe 
of that quantity ruling throughout the distriot). I.):ihese diffioulties, 
combined with oppressive oustoms !lnd other taxation and the inseourity 
of the roads, oompletely paralysed trade. '1'he oonfusion and unoer­
tainty of the revenue sYtltem; the oppression of the renters, themselves 
the viotims of the rapacity of the Nabobs and oompelled to recoup 
themselves by exactions from their people; the fraud and venality whioh 
had infected all ranks; the poverty of the cnltivators who were nine­
tenths of the community j their ignoranoe and apathetio indifferenoe to 
their own implOvement; the stagnation of trade and manufaoture oonse­
quent on restrictive taxation and general insecurity j the depredations of 
PoligarlJ and Kavalgars, the supposed guardians of the publio seourity ; 
the total want of a system of judioature; all these combined to produce 
a state of things wretohed in the extreme, and from which it would be 
vain to hope for sudden or rapid improvement:=t .. ( The Nellore District 
Manual.} -' 

Oeded Districts-Bellar.1I and Our/dapalt (acquired/rom lite Nlzam m 
1800).-The state of the distriots in 1800, when they were ceded by the 
Nizam, has been thus described: Probably no part of Southern India 
was in a more unsettled state or less acquainted either by experience 
or by tradition with the blessings of settled Government, the oollection of 
the revenue being entirely entrusted to zemindars. Poligars and potails 
eaoh of these became the leader of a little army and oarried on destruo­
tive feuds with the villages immediately contiguous to him. Bands of 
robbers wandered through the oountry, plundering and murdering such 
t1'avellel's as refused to submit to their exactions, while the Government, 
consoious of its weakness, scarcely attempted to interfere. It is oom­
puted that in the year 1800, when the Ceded distriots were transferred 
to the Company's rule, there were scattered through them, exolusive of 
the Nizam's troops, 80,000 armed peons; the whole of them, under the 
eommand of 80 Poligars, subsisted by rapine and committed everywhere 
the greatest exoosses. 

t Kurnool (acquired from tke Nabob oj Kurnool, 1838).-It is impos­
sible to dra.w out any history of the revenue management of the oountry 
during the time of the Nabobs. Tltere were no lawB between the 
governing and the governed, the taxer and the taxed, except the ruler'. 
own will. The little that we ca.n learn of the internal economy of tae 
oountry, before the immediate rule of the .British, shows 118 that the 
manner of imposition of the revenue was most arbitrary a.nd the oollec­
tiDn most in!quitous. The whole known history, with the honorable 
~ption of Manauwar Khan's rule, is but a series of acts 01 oppreeaion. 
_L~eDoe on the part of;le Nabob, and passive reeiatauoe or iliallt 
oa, ~ • part of the people. Mr. Blane, the Commissioner, oqtl\le 
~ptiOJl of th~ oountry, eteat11 menti01l8 theee fact. ad abOft 
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that the popullLtion was about one-half in proportion to that of the 
surrounding districts. There are, however, DO w few records of those 
times extant. The story of their destruotion is amusing. The British 
soldiers who were employed in installing Mananwar Khan on the 
throne took a fancy to the cloths in whioh the records were wrat>t and 
pilfered them, tbrowmg the records into inextrioable oonfusion. When 
Manauwar Khan was fairly seated on the throne, he tried to re-arrange 
them; but finding the trouble too great, he employed all his elephants 
and oamels for 1!ome days to throw them into the river. That flowing 
tide carried down in lts bosom the evidence of many a deed of oppro&­
sion and many a by-gone story of woe! 'l'his act of Manauwar Khan 
the Mild has effectually thrown the oloak of oblivion over the doings of 
~anoestol's. In this obhvlOn we perforce must leave them. 
LIt will bo, however, as well to reoord a few of the acts of the last 

Nabob, to show the state of the country when it was first assumed. 
The revenue administration Wall iu the greatest disorder and was carried 
on without any system whatever. No public accounts were kept except 

. by the village officere, and the amount of remittaDces was carned 
straight mto the Nabob's zenana, that being hh, only treasury. The 
amount to be paid by each villa~e was changed according to the 
caprice of the Naboh, and he would inerease his demand without any 
ostensible reason. When his demands passed all bounds, the people 
would fly. Then th" Nabob would a.llure th~m back with promises, 
and give them a cowIe to re-assure them, but as soon as the crops Were 
ready to be cut, he would seize the produce, breaking through his word 
without scruple. In Nandy"l, where there is some valuable cultivation 
under a fine tank, he played the people this trick for two or three years, 
until at last they threw up the land, leaving the pariah servants of the 
village to carryon the cultivation as best they could for the Nabob. 
In another village, Nannur, he added Rs. 5,000 to the demand, beca.use 
a horse of that value died there. The inhabitants fled and left the 
Nabob to continue the cultivation with his own servants and ~locks. 
-(Mr. Morrl~' Rt'port 011 till ~dt1(/II('/d of tile Kurnool d1btrtct.)..J, 

[OIHllgleput (acqulJed 111 1765 and lROl).~The Jaghire was twice 
in"'V'aded by Hyder Ali; in 1 768, and in t~ war of 1780, when he 
entered it with fire and sword. Ou the termination of the latter Will', 

iu 1784, hardly any other signs were left in many parts of the country 
of its having been inhabited by human beings, than the bones of the 
bodies that had been massacred, or the naked walls of the houBeJ, 
choultries, and temples, whioh had been burnt. To the havoc of war 
suooeeded the afRiction of famine; and the emigrations a.riBing from 
these sucoessive cala.mities nearly depopulated the district. 
nhe system of management in the .r ag-hire, while it WI:LS rented by 
tlh' aOOb, was of the same oppressive and anjust oharacter which 
marked the administration of affairs in his own territory, the Carnatie. 
It exhibited throughout a. soene of boundless e:x:aotion and rapacity on 
the part of the Government a.nd its officers; of evasion on tha.t of the 
inhlLbito.nts; or of oollusion between .them and the public servants; 
while the revenue diminished every year with the oultiva.tion. The 
husbandman was entitled to a oertain standard share of the croPt but .. 
ooll8idarable proportion of it was e:x:torted from him. under the varied 
denoo8 of usual a'86'8meut, fi:»6d a.868B:ment and additional illlseutHMr'. 



tlurbar Mirek, and by private contributions levied by the le'Venue 
oHioers for their own use.-(E{JJtractjrom tke Fifth Rejlfrt ojtke Parlia­
mentary Oommittee jor the EaBt Ind£a affairs, 1813.) -" 
'--_Trichinopol!/ (acqub'ed in 1792).-Under the Nabob's Government, 

the revenue had been oolleoted in the irrigated taluks by a division of 
the produce with the ryots. As a general rule, the crops were equally 
divided between the Government and the oultivators, after a deduction 
of 5 per cent. of the gross prodnoe had been made for reaping expenses. 
This was the ordinary rate of division ('Caram), but in lands irrigated 
from tanks and also in those whioh, from their position, were liable 
to have the crops damaged by inundations, the ryots were allowed to 
take 55 to 58 per cent. of the gross produce. In newly formed wet 
lands the cultivator's share (kudtt,·aram) was 60 per oent. and in those 
irrigated by picottahs and other mechanical contrivances, it varied from 
65 to 68! per cent. The allowances (.sutantrams) paid to the village 
a.rtifioers, karnams, watchers, cultivating slaves (Pallars), and others 
vaned from 23 to 28 per cent. of the gross produce, and were paid by 
the inhabitants alone out of their share. 

In the dry poriions of the country, the revenues were collected in 
some villages aCC'l)rding to the sorts of grains cultivated, while in others 
the assessment varied aocording to the nature of the soil. The demands 
were, however, made in a most arbitrary manner, a.nd were invariably 
increased if the Qutturn of the (Jrops happened to be better than usual. 
The collections in these villages were made in money, and not in kind, 
as in the wet villages. 

The sale of grain was a strict monopoly, the price being fixed by 
tha manager. All importation was forbidden, and it was an offence, 
punishable by exorbita.nt fines, even to lend a neighbour such small 
quantities of grain as he might require for his immediate support. 
The grain was taken frum the cultivator'S a.t the rate of 7 and 8 
fanams I per kalam 2, and sold baok to them from Government granaries 
kept up in different parts of the district at 9 and 10 fanams per kalam. 

In some remarks that he makes on the system of government pre­
vailing in Trichinopoly before the English got possession of the 
country, Mr. Wallace remarks that, under the system then in force, 
the people never knew when the demands on them would oease. The 
so-called fixed assessments seemed to have been imposed merely with 
the view of inClucing the ryots to oultivate, in the hope that nothing 
beyond the settled amount in money or grain would be exacted from 
them. In this hope they were, however, invariably disappointed, and 
he asserts that, if in anyone year the revenues were actually collected 
aooording to the fixed rates, this was done merely with the view of 
iuducing the ryots, by this apparent moderation, to increase the extent 
of their cultivation in the succeeding year, and thus give the managers 
or their sub-renters an opportunity of doubling their exactions.-

• (TrwhinopolJl Distriot Manual.) :J 
.. Tmneull'l/ (acqUired in Id92 and 1801).-Oolonel Fullerton in 1788 
"Wl'Ote ]-" The last, but not the least, considel'8.ble of yOl11' southern 

1 '1'h.ilre ';'ere 30 fanams to the pa.goda, 80 that one faUI\m equalled 1 U1:na. 10i pi. of 
~ ~t currency. 

• 'rlae ~ ~Wne4 39 meaeurea of 100 cubic inehe •• 



territories is Tinnevelly. It is a hundred. and Ufteen miles in length mui 
seventy miles in breadth. A ridge of inaocessible mounta.ins dividea 
it OD. the north from the wild valleys of Watrap and Outumpollam, 
belonging to Tippoo Sultan. It stretches to the confines of Madura 
a.nd :H.amnad on the north-ea.st and east, reaches to the sea upon the 
south, and borders on the west with the Rajahship of Travanoore, 
both terminating near Cape Com orin. Nature has been bountiful to 
this provinoe. Its surfaoe is ~enerally flat, from the sea-ooast till it 
approaches the mountains on Its northern boundary. The rivers by 
which it is intersected ensure luxuriant crops of rice, and the driest 
parh yield cotton in abundance. The produotions of the neighbouring 
island of Ceylon would flourish here, and thus render us the rivals of 
the Dutch in the cinnamon trade; but the peouliar tenure under which 
the country has been held, the convulsions it has endured from the 
first intrusions of the Mussalmans in the course of this century, and the 
depravity of its rulers, have oounteracted the benefits of nature. Even 
when a native Rajah governed Tinnevelly, the Hat and open country 
only was reduced. 'rhis was let for specific sums to great renters, who 
were invested with despotic powers and harassed the peaceful subjects, 
while various leaders who possessed considerable territory maintained 
armed forces and withheld thpir stipulated tribute on the first appearance 
of disturbance.. These chiefs, as well as their subjects, are called 
Poligars; they amount at present to 32, oapa.ble of bringing 30,000 
brave, though undisciplined, troops into the field. They have also 
fortified towns and strongholds in the mountains, whither they retire 
in cases of emergency. Besides the territory that these Poligars 
possess under the range of hills that form the northern boundary of 
'finnevelly, many of them hold ample tracts in the fiat and cultivated 
country. Adverse to industry, they suffer their own possessions to 
remain waste, while they jnvade each other and plunder their indus­
trious neighbours. Such is the dread of these ravagers, that every 
distriot in the province has been forced to pUNhase their forbearanoe 

~
enormous oontributions." 

-Of the renters employed to collect the revenue, Colonel Fullerton 
ves the following account ::3 

" It was not possible for the English Government entirely to reprees 
the misoonduct of inferior instruments who are eager to perpetuate 
oppression and to enforce unusual measures by unpreo+nted means. 
The situation of the country rendered it necessary to continue the 
practice of renting extensive districts to the highest bidder ; although 
every precaution was adopted to prevent the a.buse of power, still the 
oollections could not be enforoed unless an unrestrained authority were 
vested in the renter. His objeot, too, frequently is to ranS&Qk and 
embezzle that he may go off at last enriohed with the spoils of hi! 
provinoe. The faot is, that in every part of India where the renters 
are established, not only the ryot and the husbandman, but the manu­
faoturer, the artitloer, and evary other India.n inha.bitant, is wholly at 
the meroy of those ministers of pu blio exaotion. 

fsi' The established praotice throughout this part of the peninsula hal 
f ee been to e.llow the farmer Olle-ha.lf of tho produce of his Cl'OI 
lot e maintenance of his family and the reoultivation of the land: 
while the other half is appropriated to the siroar. In the richest soilJ1 
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under the oowle of Hyder, producing three annual crops, it is hardly 
known that less than 40 per oont of the crop produced has been allotted 
to the husbandman. Yet renters on the coast have not scrupled to 
imprison reputable farmers, and to infliot on them extreme severities 
of punishment, for refusing to accept of sixteen in the hundred, 8S the 
proportion out of which they were to maintain a family, to furnish 
stook and implements of husbandry, cattle, seed and all ell.penses 
inoident to the cultivation of their lands. But should the unfortunate 
rrot be forced to submit to such conditions, he has stIll a long list of 
oruel impositions to endure. He must labour week afh1r week at the 
repair of water-courses, tanks, and embankments of rivers. His rattle, 
sheep and every other portion of his property are at the disposal of the 
renter and his lifo might pay the forfeit of refusal. Should he presume 
to reap his harvest when ripe, without a mandate from th(l rE'lIter, 
whose peons, canakapillays and retainers attend on the ocrasion, nothing 
short of bodily torture and a oonfiscation of the little that is left him 
could eXl'ill.te the offence. Would he seU any part of his scanty 
portion, he cannot be permitted while the sircar hau any to dispose of ; 
would he convey anything to a distant market, he i'l stopped at E'vl'ry 
village by the collectors of sunkum or Gabella (transit duties), who 
eX8C't a duty for every article exported, imported, or disposed of. So 
unsnpportable is this evil, that between Negapatam and Palghautcherry, 
not more than 300 mile!>, there are about ;:HJ vlaces of collection, or 
in other words, a tax is levied every tE'n miles upon the produce of 
the oountry; thus manuiacture and commerce arc exposed to disasters 
hardly less severe than those which have occasioned the dE'cline of cultI­
vation. 

" But these form only a small proportion of the powers with which 
the renter is invested. lIe may sink or rUl'l'3 the exchange of specif' 
at his own di&cretion; he may prevent the sale of gram, or SOUlt at the 
most exorbitant rates; thus, at any time he may, and frequently doE'S, 
oocasion general famine. Besides maintaining a useless rabble, whom 
he employs under the appellation of peons, at the public expense, be 
may require any military force he finds neoessory £0r the business of 
oppression, and few inferior officers would have weight enough to 
justify their refusal of such aid. Should anyone, however, dispute 
those powers, should the military offioers refuse to prostitute military 
samoe to tht diE tress of wretched individuals, or should the Civil 

-Superintendent (the 'Superintendent of Assigned Revenues', the 
Oollector of that time), remonstrate against such abuse, nothing could 
be more pleasing to the renter; he derives from thence innumerable 
arguments for non-performance of engagemenbl, and for a long 1i~t of 
defalcations. But there are still some olher not less extraordinarl 
constituents in the complex endowments of a renter. He unites, in hiS 

own person, all the branohes of judicial or civil authority, and if he 
happens to be a Brahmm, he may also be termed the representative of 
ecol9$iastical jurisdiction. I will not enlarge on the conseqnenoos of 

"'thus huddling into the person of one wretched mercenary of those 
powers that ought to constitute the dignity and lustre of snQ{eme 
~eoutive authority."-(HI8torUlJj Twncvclluu.ll Bi8110p Caldwell.).j 

&km (aequtred in 1792 from Tippu Sultan).-'l'hat the generaiitl of 
the peasant. who inhabit the &uramM.l a.re extremely indigent 18 a 



truth of which daily experience convinces U8. The system oi oppr~" 
sion, whioh obtained in the 1a ... t Government, a.nd the frequenoy of 
destructive wars, have entailed upon them a state of poverty from whioh 
nothing but the operation of time, under the fostering influence of 
moderate taxation, mild laws and thf> impartial distribution of justice, 
can relieve them. Far removed from the seat of Government and 
seldom obtaining substantial redress, even though their complaints 
should reach the throne, patient of injury because hopeless of relief, and 
rarely possessing the means by which the venal award might be pro­
cured, they were subjected to the unrestrained hand of oppression, 
which, insatiable in its grasp, preyed indiscriminately on their property, 
palsied the very nerve of industry, and implanted in their minds a 
distrust of "the intentions of their rulers, which better treatment and 
more attention to their circumstances have scarcely been abJe to eradi­
cato. The undistinguishing ravages of war, ever fatal to the industrious 
husbandman, brought with them an aepumulation of distress. Exposed 
from their centrical situation to the incursions of contending armies and 
the depredations of unprincipled Poligars, equally mistrusting the power 
that invaded and the friends who ought to protect them from violenoe, 
th('y had no safety but in flight, no secUlity but what was afforded by 
inaccessible mountains, hom the topr, of which jhe)' belwld the destruc­
tion of their former habitations.-( 1111'. (h-ah ({Ill , Al5mtal1t Collector, 
Salfm ])!~tl'ld-1797.) 

.. .. • 

J;'-Malabar (ae'll/mll III 17H2 jrom Tippl/ SlIlt({J/).-" Malabar," says 
r. Brown, Commercial Resident, " when Hyder invaded it, was divided 

into a nnmber of petty Rajahships, the government of which b€ing per­
fectly feudal, neither laws nor a system of revenu(> were known amongst 
its inhabitants~ Owing to the quarrels between the different rajahs~ 
and the turbulent spirit of the Nair chiefs, who were frequently in arms 
agaiust each other, the state of the country w~ little favorable to the 
introduction of order or good government. I Malabar, however, was 
then a country very rich in money. For ages the inhabitants have 
been aooumulating the precious metals that had been given them for the 
produce of their gardens. Hyder's only objaot, in the countries tha.t he 
conquered, was to acquiro money, and, provided he got plenty of that) 
he wa.s ve!'y indifferent as to the means which his officers t8bk to obtain 
it. Immediately after the conquest of Malabar, vast sums were extorted 
from its inhabitants by the military officers and by the Canarese ;Brah­
mins placed over the revenues. Of these extortions Hyder received a 
shl1re; !lud no want of a system of revenue was felt until these sources 
began to fail. When he found the assets from Malabar fa.ll short of its 
charges, he listened to proposals from the rajahs to become tributaries. 
An estimate of the revenue was made by the abovementioned Brahmins, 
who, as many ot them were to remain with the rajahs as spies on t4eir 
actions, took care that the estimate tlhould be so formed as to leave a 
la.rge SUlll to be divided between them and the rajahs. By this new 
order Qf things, these latter were vested with despotIc authority over the 
other inhabitants, instead of the very limited prerogatives that they 
had enjoyed by the feudal system, under which they oould neither 
exact revenue from the lands of their v~ ,.or exercise any direct 



a.uthority in their districts. "'"7.rhus the a.ncient constitution of govern­
ment (which, although de~tive in many points, was favorable to 
agrioulture from the lands being unburthened with revenue) was in a. 
great measure destroyed, without any other being substituted in its 
room. The rajah was no longer, what he had been, the head of a. feudal 
aristocracy with limited authority, but the aU-powerful deputy of a 
despotic prinoe, whose military force was always at his oommand, to 
curb or ohastise any of the ohieftans who were inclined to dispute or 
disobey his mandates. The oondition of the inhabitants under the 
rajahs thus reinstated in their governments was worse than it had been 
under the Canarese Brahmins, for the rajahs were better infonned of the 
substanoe of individuals a.nd knew the methods of getting at it. In 
short, the prfloarious tenures by whioh the rajahs held t~ir station, 
joined to the unoontrolled authority with whioh they were vested, 
rendered them to the utmost degree rapaoious ; and not even a pretenoe 
was set up for exaoting money from all suoh as were known to have 
any. There were no laws; money insured immunity to oriminals; and 
innocent blood was often shed by the rajahs' own hands und.er the 
prettluoe of j ut:lLice. In the spaoe of a few years many of them amassed 
treasure to an amount unknown to their anoestors; and had it not been 
for the dread that they entertained of Hyder's calling them to an 
acoount of their ill-gotten wealth, their situation under them was better 
than that which they held before the invasion. The country, however, 
was daily declining in produce and population, insomuoh so that, at the 
aocession of Tippoo, I have reason to conclude, from my own observa­
tions, and from the inquiries which I then made, that they were reduoed 
to one-half of what they had been at the time of Hyder's conquest. But 
still greater calamities were reserved for the unfortunate inhabitants of 
this country in the reign of the Sultan. During the government of his 
father, the Hindus continued unmolested in the exercise of their reli­
gion, the customs and observances of which, in many very essentIal 
points, supply the place of laws. To them it was owing that some 
degree of order had been preserved in society during the changes that 
had taken plaoe. Tippoo, on the contrary, early undertook to render 
Islamism the sole religion of Malabar. In this oruel and impolitio 
undertaking he was warmly seconded by the Moplahs, men possessed of 
a strong zeal a.nd of a large share of that spirit of violence and depre­
dation which appears to have invariably been an ingredient in the 
charaoter of the professors of their religion in every part of the world 
where it ha.s spread. All the confidence of Sultan was bestowed on 
Moplahs, and in- every place they became the officers and instruments of 
government. l'he Hindus were everywhere persecuted and plundered 
of their riches, of their women, and of their children. All such as could 
flee to other countries did so; those who could not esoapetook refuge in 
the forests, from whence they waged a oonstant predatory war against 
their oppressors. To traoe the progress of these evils would carry me 
too far. I mention them only for the purpose of showing how the 
a.ncient government of this country was at last oompletely destroyed, and 
anarchy was introduoed. The Moplahs never had any laws nor any 
authority except in the small district of Cannanore, even over their own 
sect, but were entirely subject to the Hindu ohiefs, in whose dominions 
~E2' . resided. Tippoo's code was never known beyond the limits of 
V&.J,idut. During this period of total anarchy, the number of Mopla.he 



was grelttly inorea.sed, multitudes of Hindus were ohcnmoiSed by fore&, 
and many of the lower orders were converted. By these means, at the 
breakin~ out of the war oonduoted br. Lord Oomwallis, the Hindu 
populabon was reduoed to a very inoonslderable number. The descend .. 
ants of the rajahs were then invited to join the Oompany's foroes; a.nd, 
when Tippoo's army had been expelled from Malabar, many Nairs 
returned from their exile in Travancore; but their number Was triflinJ! 
oompared with what it had been at the commenoement of the Sultan s 
reign. 

" From this short sketch it is evident that this province, at the time 
it was ceded, had really no form of government, and required a new 
system to be framed tor its use. The feudal system was broken; and 
no other kind of administration was known to the rajahs who laid claim 
to their respective districts than that which they had exercised or 
witnessed under Hyder, and which was a compound of corruption and 
extortion. To these men, however, the most unfit that could have been 
selected, was the whole authority of government over the natives 
entrusted. Two evils of great magnitude were the consequence of this 
measure; the extortions and corruptions of the preceding administra.­
tions were continued, while the ancient feudal institutions of military 
service wElre revived, and all the Nairs thereby attached to the different 
ohiefhins, and these again to the rajahs. Nothing oofild ~xceed the 
despotic rapaciousness of these men to oppose which there was no 
barrier; for it is well known that none of the inhabitants dare complain 
a.gainst a rajah, whatever injuries they may have sustained, assassina­
tion being a oertain follower of oomplaint. It is not surprising that 
under such rulers agriculture did not flourish, and that the fields now 
cultivated (which in some districts bear but a small proportion to those 
that are waste) should yield but very indifferent crops." 

r Soutlt Oallara (acqutl'ed from Tppoo Sultan ttl 1799)}Canara. has, 
~ever, now oompletely fallen from this state of prosperity. The evils 
which have been continually aocumulating upon it sinoe it became a 
province of Mysore have destroyed a great part of its former population, 
and rendered its remaining inhabitants as poor as those of the neigh­
bouring countries. Its lands, which are now saleable, are reduced to a 
very small portion and lie chiefly between the Kundapnr and Ohandra.­
giri rivers, and within five or six miles of the sea. It is not to be 
supposed, however, that the whole of this tract can be sold, but only that 
saleable lands are soattered throughout every part 01 it, thinner in some 
places, and thicker in others, particularly in the Mangalore district. 
There is scarcely any saleable land, even on the sea-coast, anywhere to 
the northward of Kundapur or anywhere inland from one end of Canara. 
to the other, excepting on the banks of the Mangalore and some of the 
other great rivers. In the vicinity of the gMts, the lands are not only 
unsaleable, but the greater part of them is waste and overgrown with 
wood. It is reokoned that the population of the oountry has been 
diminished one-third within the last forty years j and there can be little 
donbt but that its property has snffered a muoh greater reduotion. 
Ga.risa.ppa., !.nkola., and Kundapur, formerly flourishing places, contain 
now only a few beggarly inhabltants; Hono..war, onoe the seoond town 
in tra4.e after Mangalore, :Ras not a single house; and Yanga.lore itself 
is grea.tly decayed. 



· It !'na.y be said tha.t this change has been brought a.bo~ by the 
invasion of Hyder; by the four wars whioh hp!e happeMd. 8l.noe that 
event; by Tippoo himself destroying many ot the prinoipal towns upon 
~e coast and foroing the.ir inhabitants to remove to J amalabad and 
other unhealthy situations near the hills; by his seizing in one night 
all the Ohristians, men, women and children, amounting to above sixty 
thousand, and sending them into capti vity to Mysore, from whence 
one-tenth of them never returned; by the prohibition of foreign trade j 
and by the general corruption and di~order of his government in all its 
departments. 'rhese cireumstances oertainly accelerated the change, 
but taken altogether, they probably did not contribut(> to it so much as 
~ extraordinary augmentation of the land rent. 
L-A moderate laud rent carries iu ltscH such an aoti ve principle of 
prosperity that it enables a country to resist for a long time all the 
evils attending a bad government, and also to recover quickly from the 
calamities of war. When it is fixed and light, the farmer ~ccs that he 
will reap the reward of his own industry; the cheerful 1'fospect of 
improdng hiA c;irnation unimate& hi" labours, and enables him to 
replace in a sbort timr the losses he may have sustained from adverse 
sea.sons, the dev:1<;tations of war and other accidents But when an 
oppressive rent is sllperadded to all the other mischiefb of a tyrannical 
Government, the country, howe"er flourishing it may ever have been, 
must sink under them at last, and must hagten to ruin at a more rapld 
paco every succeeding year. 

Hyder ruined Canara, a highly improved country, filled witb 
industrious inhabItants enjoying a greater proportion of the produce t:d 
the soil and being more comfortable than those of any province under' 
any native Fower in India; but instead of observing the wise .nd 
temperate conduct which would have serured to it the enjoyment of 
these advantages, he regarded it as a fund from which he might draw, 
without limit, for the expenses of his military operations in other 
quarters. The whole oourse of the administratiou of his deputies seems 
to have been nothing but a series of experiments made for the purpose 
of discovering the utmost extent to which the land rent could be 
carried, or how much it was possible to extort from the farmer without 
diminishing oultivation. The savings accumulated in better times 
enabled the country to support for some years the pressure of conti­
nually increasing demands, but they oould not do so for ever; failures 
and outstanding balances became frequent before his death. 

The same demand and worse management inoreased them in the 
beginning of Tippoo's reign. He was determined to relinquish no 
part of his father's revenue. He knew no way of making up for 
failures, but by oompelling one part of the ryots to pay for the 
deficiencies of the other; he made them pay not only for those whioh 
arose upon the oultivation of the ourrent year, but also for those which 
arose from the waste lands of dead and deserted ryots whioh were 
annually increasing. Severity and a oertain degreE:! of vigilanoe and 
oontrol in the early part of his government kept the oolleotions tor 
sometime nearly at their former standard, but it was impossible that 
they could remain so long, for tbe amount of land left unoooupied 
from the flight or death of its cultiva.tors booame at last so grea.t that 
it oould not be discharged by the remaining part of the inhabitaat-s; 



&nd· t» collections hefore the end of his Hip fell short of the ..... 
ment froDl:fi/m to sUty ~er cent. The measure whioh he adopted lor 
preserving his revenue was that whioh most effectually destroyed it; 
he forced. the ryots, who were present, to cultiovate the lands of tJae 
dead and absent ;' but 88 the increased rent of their own lands required 
all their oare and labour, by turning a part of it to these new lands 
the produoe of their own was diminished, and they became inoapdble 
of paying the rent of either. The effect of this violent regulation was 
to hasten the extinction of the 01&88 of anoient proprietors or land­
lords; for, many, who might still have contrived to have held that 
rank, ha.d they been permitted to oonfine their stock to the cultivation 
of their own lands, when they were obliged to emI'Ioy it in the oultiva­
tion of those of other people, and when the conseqtoent deorease of the 
produoe left no surplus after paying the rent of liovemment, sank. to 
the state of laborers. Nothing oan more strongly indicate the poverty 
of a oountry than when its lands, so far from being saleable, must be 
forced upon the oultivators, but this praotice pre'{.ails more or less' 
throughout Oanara, and is very gener~ everywhere .0 the northwat'd . 
of Kundapur -(Sl'l' Thomas Mutzro.) -1 . 

(B.)-A list of moturpha taus levied in the village of Singanallur in 
the Ommbatm'e district taken from the rf'cords kept by the 
kurnam of the village.-The taz was levied on all perlwns UJith 
the exception of land-holders. The following are the rates at 
which some of the m(lturpha tlWeS WP1'e levied :-

/ RS. A. P. 

Salt-tax on each kavali or pot... . 
Tax on cloth-bazaars, first-class, 40 £anams 
"on ~, second-class, 20 fanams. 
"on " thll'd-class, 10 fanams 
" on barbers, 8 fanams .. 
11 on blacksmiths, 8 {anams ... 
" on carpenters, 8 fanamR .• 
" on double bullock carts, 8 fanams ... 
" on weavers, 6 fanams 
" on pack-bullocks, 4 fa.nams ... 
" on shanars (toddy drawers), 2 fanams 
" on kn1"l1mbflls (weavers iIi wool), 2 fanams. 
" on washel'men, 8 fa:tlatns '" 
" on pariahs, 3 fallaltls ... ... 
" on ne'eladnppu (indigo vat), 8 fanams 
~" on chucklers, 8 lanams 
" on oil-mills, l() fanams 

1 7 6 
11 12 0 
5 14 0 
2 15 0 
258 
258 
258 
258 
1 12 8 
·1 2 10 
095 
096 
258 
o 14 a 
2 :> 8 
258 
2 16 0 



XUIV 

,SEOTION IlL-THE CONDITION OF THE AGRICUL· 
~ TUBAL CLASSES UNDER BRITISH ADMINISTRATION 

DURING THE 1ST HALF OF THE PRESENT CENTURY, 

(A,)-T!J~tract trom the" Ind1'an Economist." 

LAND Rl!:VENUE PAYMENI IN KIND, OR IN MONEY. 

The causes of the remarkable fall 10 prwes whICh has almost 
inva.riably followed the transfer of territory !rom Native to BrItish 
rule, have nowhere, we thmk, receIved so 'Iatlsfactory an eXposItIon 
as in a papor that appeared m the April number of the old Bombay 
QUa.l te.,.ly Journal In 1857, We shall make no attf'mpt to recast what 
was there so well stated, but devote our present space to the repro­
duction of a part of that paper ,-

« It seems to us that there are certam prominent characters by 
which the BrItIsh system of revenue and finance IS broadly marked 
and dlstmgUlshed from that of all the NatIve Governments whICh 
have preceded It, and that 10 thou peculIarItIes we shall find an ade. 
quate explanatIOn of the remarkable phenomenon whICh we are 
now considerll1g, The Anglo-Indum finanCIal system differs from 
that of the NatIve Governments in the followmg most Important 
particulars :-

(( lstly.-'l'he payment of the ar~y, police and other publIc estab· 
hshments m cash. 

(( 2ndly.-The colleotIOn of the laud ta.x: In money Instea.d of 
w holly or partially in kind. 

tr 3rdly.-The transfer of a portion of the Indian revenues to 
England, for the payment of the Home charges, 
usually and correctly styled-it The Indian Tribute." 

u 4thly.-The creation of a funded public debt, of whioh the 
, interest has to be paId in cash 

If The charges to be defrayed out of the India.n revenue" being of 
an inflexIble character, could only be met in years of deficient colleo­
tions by borrowmg, and hence they involved the creation of a funded 
public debt. But they brought about more important consequences 
still; for J the payment of troops and establishments and the interest of 
the publio debt in cash, of necessity, involved the collection of the 
ft'fenue in cash too, and the latter measure, however little thongbt of 
•• the time of its introduction by our Indian Land Revenue Colleoton 
and. ;Fina.ul'iers, has produced a momentous revolution in the value of 
l"'operi;y and bearing of taxation in India far exceeding in degree, but 
cuWar" in kind to that effected in ElIgland by the return to •• 
,.1fP.8Jlts in 1819. • 



II Under Native rule the land tar was the ohief source of reve1R11 
, a.nd was in great part either levied in kind. or a.ssigned for the 

support of troops and establishments. 'rhere was only a small porlion 
of the whole colleoted in money, a.nd transferred from the local to the 
centraJ. treasuries. The stauding militM-y force kept and re~l1' . 
paid by the Government was small. The bulk of the troops consieted . 
of a kind of militia furnished by jaghirdars and other landlord •• to j 

whom the collection of the taxes was assigned for the support of these 
levies and for conductmg the civil administration of the districts 
placed under their jurisdiction. The troops or retainers of these 
feudatories were in great measure maintained on the grain, foragA 
and other supplies furmshed by the districts in which they were 
located. The land tax: was in consequence either wholly or partially 
taken in kind and what was collected in money was generally pa.id 
away to parties on the spot, and thus quickly returned into circulation. 
'rhe hereditary revenue and police officials were generally paid by 
grants of land on tenure of service. Wages of farm servants and 
agricultural laborers WE're paid in grain. Grain also was the commop. , 
medium of exchange for effecting petty purchases in country towns. 
'I'he farmer's or laborer's wife took a basketful of grain on her head 
to market instoad of a pur'se of money, and therewith purchased her 
week's suppliec;. 'rhe people lived 10 a rude and simple fashioD, 
having few wants, and knowing little of lUKurieR- In inland districts 
the cbef imports were salt, metals, and a few luxuries for the better 
olasses; but the value of the whole was inconsiderable and the exports 
with which these were purchased were, of course, correspondingly 
limited. In this state of things money was hardly wanted at all, and 
a small supply of coin sufficed for the realIzatIOn of the public revenue 
and the settlement of commercial transactions. But while the quan­
tity of coin in circulation was sma.ll, the prices of agricultural produce 
wer6 well sustained, owing to the limited extent of land m cultiva.tion 
and the large demand for food by the numerous body of the people 
employed unproductively as soldiers, retainers, and public officers of 
all kinds, and the difficulty of supplementing defiCIent harvests bY' 
importat,iollt> from more favored district!'!, through the want of good 
roads or other facilities for the transport of bnlky produce. The 
foreign commerce of the country Itt large was necessarily confined 
witbin very narrow limits. It was only the products of the coast 
districts and the more valuable commodities of the interior, such as 
inrligo and manufactured goods, that could bear the expense of 
oarriage to the ports of shipment so as to admit of being exported. 
India, at that time, coveted few of the produotions of foreign oountries 
and her most important imports were the precious and common metals. 
brQad-cloths, jewels, and other luxuries for the wealthy. , 

if The innovations made in the revenue and fina.ncial system by 
the British have, however, effected the most sweeping ohanges in all 
of these particulars, a.nd we shall now endeavour to trace their opera- . 
tion on the territory of 0. uative prince passing under the sway of $he 
Oompany. The first steps ta.ken were to substitute regularly--paili 
and disoir>lined troops, located in military stat,ions, for the rtll'tol 
militia of the native feudatories, and a lIt&ff of Wuropeal} and natd.v.e 
o1Boials receiving fixed sala.ries, in place of the form(lr marnllltdars _ 



, . ' . 
~ 

~tle fal.'meft witb their foll()wers; 'Who p&.1d. tillemaelves by per­
qmsites and oth~r indireot gains, but reoei~d very triBiIlg emolu­
mente from the trea.sury of the State. The next a.nd a.n a.ll-important 
etep in Anglo-India.n a.dminietration was to collect the land ta.x in 
IllODey instead of realizing it in kind, according to the practice whioh 
had virtually, if not nominally, obta.ined to a great extent under 
'Dative rule. The immediate and inevitable consequenoe of this 
generaJ enforcement of money assessments was, tha.t the a.mOltnt of 
coin, previously circula.ting and sufficient for the adjustment of ate 
limited transa.ctions conneoted with revenue a.nd commerce under the 
na.tive system, proved quite ina.dequate for the settlement without a. 
derangement of prlCes of the greatly enlarged trausaotions resulting 
from the British systflm. Under the native system, the lillIe for cash 
of a small part of the agricultural produce of a district sufficed to 
provide for all its liabilities connected with taxation and commeree. 
Under the British system, on the contrary, twice or, perhaps, three 
times the quantity of produce ha.d to be so sold in order to provide 
for t.he same ohjf'cts, owing to t.ho whole amount of the land tax being 
demanded in coin. But the supply of coin remaining as before, the 
et'ect of this increased demand for it waS of course to enhance its 
price. The coin in circula.tion had to perform double or treble the 
work it had accomplished before. The ryot requiring more cash te 
pay his money assessment had, of course, to bring more produce to 
ma.rket, which occasioned a. glut and brought down prices. A.nd this 
sta.te of things WRB a.ggravated by the demand for grain aud forage 
in the country markets being less thau before, owing to the disband­
ing of the irregular force which had been kept up by the native 
jaghirdal's and other functionaries of the former Governments and to 
the increased produGtion due to an extension of cultivation by means 
of these disbanded levies. Prices fell more and more until, in many 
O&88S, our Collectors found it to be wholly impossible to collect the 
fuHland assessment, and large remissions had to be annually made. 
The village grain merchants, who are also the VIllage bankers, 
deprived of a sufficient market a.t their own doors, were compelled, in 
order to find money to supply their constituents with, to seek more 
distant markets for the disposal of the produce left upon their hands 
jn liquidation of advances previously made by them to the r,Yots. 
This awakened a spirit of greater enterprise and activity among the 
commercial classes, which was gradually communicated to the r'y~8, 
and laid the 'germ of that aotive foreign trade which now :tdV8.nC9S 
with gigantic strides, and has already penetrated into the remotest 
recesses of the interior. This collateral benefit, conferred by the 
British plan of administration, has fairl, set free the spirit of pro­
gress long spell-bound in the native mlDd under the iron fetters of 
Asia.tic customs, far more than compensa.tes India for the period of 
suffering in which it originated. 

"The sufferings of the rural population during this transiti&n 
period were, without doubt, very severe. The revenue reports of OlD' 
Coltectors iu newly-acquired territories abound with harassing d .... 
oriptioDs of the depressed condition of the agricultural classes, and 
~ representa.tions of the difficulties they e~perienced in .eoUeoting 
.. laM ~sessment~ owing to the great fall in the' prioee of aU dea .. 



tdptions of agricultnMl profuoe. - The a.-s~ents • of Sir Thomu 
Munro in the Ke.dras districts fil.iled from this cause. So did ilbe 
$l.'ly RevQlltl.e settlement of the Bombay territories., and a-lso the 
permStnent settlement ot Bengal, which ocoasioned the ruin of the first 
proprietors. And quite recently we have had a striking example oi 
the same phenomenon in the case of the Punjab. It is stated in the 
report of the Board of Administration for the years 1849.50 and 
1850.51, printed for the Court of Directors, that fixed money assess. 
ments were substituted in 1847 for the system we found in existence, 
and that in the whole of the Punjab a reduction of the land 'tax, eqnaJ. 
to 25 per cent., has been effected. The demand for food has not 
decrea.sed; it has probably increased; for although the army of the _ 
late Government has been disbanded, there are not, between the 
Sutiej and the Khyber, less than 60,000 fighting men with; perhaps, 
five times that number of camp followers. Hence there is a lar~ 
demand than before for food over the country generally, though the 
market round about Lahore is more limited. The labour employed 
on canalsl roads, cantonments, and other public works must cause the 
cil'culation of large sums of money, and increase the demand for food. 
'£he pay of our army within the limits (of the Punjab) has been ~sti­
mated to be equal to one million six hundred and fifty thoU88.lla. 
pounds, 'rhe expenditure by the various civil establishments, the 
Commissariat and Executive departments, and the different works in 
pr.ogress under the Board, are probably equal to another million; 
so that nearly double the Punjab revenues are at present spent in the 
country. In despite, however, of large reductions (of assessment), 
the complaints during the past year on the part of the agrlculturists 
have been Iloud and general. Prices (in many villages) have fallen a 
half. The cry of over-asseS"lment is loud and general. There has 
been a very general demand among the agriculturists for a return to 
grain payments, and to a division or appraisement of the crops every 
season. 

" It is clear from these statements of the Board of Administration 
that the specie in the Punjab must have been largely iucreased under 
our rule, even if we make the most ample allowance for the re-export 
of a portion of it, remitted by our sepoy a and ('amp followers to their 
homes in the older provinces. And yet, in the face of this la.rg~ 
increase of coin in circulation, prices have fallen nearly 50 per cent. 
The Board, following the example of our early Collectors, attribute 
this decline of prices to abundant harvest a.nd extension of cultiva­
tion ; but it may ;well be doubted wheth~r the increase /JI produoti()I). 
in the Punjab, up to the time referred to iu the Board's report, had 
more than kept pace with the increased consumption due to the 
presence of our army, numbering with its ca.mp followers nearly four 
hundred thousa.nd souls. The phenomenon of a grea.t a.nd Fllldden fa.11 
of prioes is not singular, or confined to tbe Punjab, but was equally 
observable in other parts of [ndia when they first passed under the 
1'1l1e of the Bl'itish Government. The fall in the former, asin ~ 
Wter ease, will be of a. lasting character, and aD expla.nation for it 
1I'1ust be SGught in !:lome cause of wider snd more 8Dduriog aclion than 
the oasu.l state of the ha.rvest, ot' the extensl0n of land nuder till ..... 
!J."f..ee eircUfUSIanC8S may have contributed to the ~, as aIreatlt 



pointed 'out, but only to& very limited extent. It would also 8~ 
to be capable of demonstration that the Ca.UlS iJl question cannot be a 
drain of bullion to meet the tribute paid by India to England, fol' in 
this particular instance of the Punjab, bullion was fast flowing into 
the country when prices were falbng, aud so of India. a.t large. The 
tribute has been paid by means of exports of produce, without requit­
ing the transmission of bullion to England, excepting on rare occa­
Bions; and the imports of bullion into India have, as already noticed, 
been, on the whole, very large; so that the metallic currency of aJi 
British India must have been rapidly increasing for many years past. 

"This remarkable fall of price8, which has almost invariably fol­
lowed the transfer of territory from Native to BritIsh rule, while 
neither capable of bemg accounted for by the state of the crops a.nd 
extent of cultivation, nor by the annual tribute remitted to England, 
may yet be clearly traced to the extraordinsry demand for money 
occasioned by our oollecting the land assessment in cash, and con­
veying it away from the agrIcultural district to our large military 
stlttions for thA pll-yment of the troops located there. A much larger 
currency than before would clearly have been required under this 
change of system, in order to sustain prICes at the old standard. It 
1'as, however, impossible to enlarge the currency So as fuUy to meet 
the change, and no attempt to do so was made, or apparently ever 
thought of. The consequence was, that in order to obtain money for 
the payment of his assessment, the ryot brought more produce to 
market than before; but as there was no corr6sp(lnding enhancement 
of the demand for It, prices necessanly fell." 

(B. )-Vescriptiofl of tlte Madras r!lot by M1. Bourdillon in 1853. 

The lyots may be divided mto two principal classes-those who 
are comparatively well-off, the few, and those who are poor, the many. 
The former in general are either those whose villages or lands were 
from any ('ause favorably assessed at the first; or those who have 
inam or rent-free land in addition to their rent-paying land; or those 
who have more extensive holdings than common, all of whom have 
good land and have more or less inam. IndiVIduals of the favored 
classes, as they are called, who hold their land on easier terms tha.n 
usual, because belonging to certain castes, are also necessarily better 
off than others; and, lastly, personal character has its own influence 
here as elsewhere; the careful and frugal will get rich, and so will 
the crafty and subtle, skilful to gain th E' favour of the tahsildar or to 
supplant a rival. 

2. Even among this more wealthy class of a.griculturists, the num­
ber of those who possess any considerable amonnt of property is very 
small. It is difficult to form or to convey an exact, idea of their re¥ 
means, but I will attempt it. I should say that if a man 01 this Clasll 

is able to spend 15 or 20 rupees a month, or rather if he can commana 
a value equal to that, for he will rarely see so much money, su.on • 
• 1 I say, ma.y be accounted to be very well off i a.nd that a. !leG 
incoMe from all sources to the value of from 80 to 50 rupees 1.\ JJlO1'dh 



is v«'! raTe among the agrj,cult1)ra.1 classes. . Such an income, indeed, 
is fat' more in this country tha.n the money amount indicates to 
English ears. The actual purchasing power of money in this ceuntry 
is sometimes estimated at four times what it. is in England, sometimes 
at six times. .Assuming the intermediate proportion of five to one, nn 
income of 20 rupees a month will be equal to one of £120 a year in 
England; and 30 rupees and 50 rupees a month in this country will 
be the respective equivalents of £180 and £300 a year in England. 
In point of fact, indeed, the difference is greater, both because from 
the nature of the climate, the range of absolute necessa.ries is here 
much abridged~ and also because the general scale of incomes and 
style of living throughout all grades of society are so much lower 
here than they a.re in our own country. But though the incomes 
above specified undoubtedly raIse their possessors £1.101' above want, 
still they appear small in extreme when regarded as the highest 
incomes from the possession of land in a very extensive country, and 
the largest of them certainly confined to an extremely limited number 
of in,tances. 

3. The dwellings of this class certamly do not indica.te much 
wealth; tiled houses are rarely seen, and masonry walls are still much 
more rare. The almost universal habitation has mild walls and a 
thatched roof; the latter of a very flimsy order, and both often much 
dilapidated: and both walls and roof are the same within as wIthout; 
the rooms have no ceiling, and their walls no sort of ornament or 
decoration; rarely even whitewash, and the floor is of simple earth 
beaten hard. The value of the residenoe of a ryot of the more wealthy 
class, of whom I am now spea.king, probably rarely exceeds 200 
rupees or £20. It may be urged that the habits of the people do not 
incline them to spend money on improving their dwellings, but that 
they rather invest savings in jewels or rich cloths for great occa.­
sions, or in cattle, or expend. them on marriages and other family 
occasions. There is some truth in this; but though 6very family 
above actual poverty possesses some jewels, yet probably very few 
agricultural families possess to so large a value as 1,000 rupees or 
£100 for both jewels and clothes; and even supposing an equal value 
in agricultural stock (and so much would very rarely be met with), 
the whole aggregate value, £220, equal to £1,100 in England, is 
extremely small to represent the whole property (exclusive of land) 
of one of the most wealthy members of the land-holding class; a.ud 
it is the most wealthy only who possess as much as this. 

4. And if we look within their houses, we still find few evidences 
of wealth, or even of what we should consider comfort. I have already 
described the interior of the house itself; and as to its oontents} 
there ill nothing of what is commonly called furniture. There are no 
chairs} or tables, or couches, or beds; sometimes there is seen a 
single TUde cot which would be dear at 2 rupees. The inmates for 
the most plltrt sleep on the earthen floor, with nothing else below them 
but a tn6t or a small cotton carpet. They sit on the :Boor, and from 
H tab theit food, which is served in a. few bn.ss dishes, or perhaps 
by prefere .. oe a.nd not from poverty on a aimple plaut&in. leaf. Their 
UUM clothes Are simply of cotton, &nd oost little; and when going 



· eo dista.n.oe to the Tahsilda.r's or Oollector'a out.cherry.J for exam.ple, 
they generally travel on foot or, in exoeptional oa.ses, usually of age or 
infirmity, on a pony not worth above 7 or 8 rupees. 

5. It may, perhaps, be replied to all this that such are the simple 
ha.bits of the country, and that the people are satisfied, and require 
no more. This is no doubt true as a fact, to this extent at least 
that, in the absence of sufficient promise of success, these people 
abstain from active effort to better their circumstances. But jf it 
be meant that they choose to be poor when they might be rich; that 
they are satisfied WIth the necessaries of life when they might 
command some of the comforts and luxuries; that they are content 
to have only their physical wants snpplied when they might rise to 
the perception and enjoyment of intellectual plea.sures; then I deny 
the trutb of the assertion. And I must add that, if true in any 
degree, it would only prove the ignoranoe and deba.sement of the 
people to whom it relates. 

6. The foregoing description refers to the better class of rrots, 
men who are above the world and well off; but the condition of the 
great majority is much worse. From the official list of puttahs for 
the Revenue year 1848-49, it is seen that out of 1,071,588, the total 
number of puttahs (excluding joint puttahs) in the fourteen principa.l 
ryotwar dIstricts, 1 no fewer than 589,932, being considerably more 
than half, are under 10 rupees each, and in fact average only a small 
fraction above 4 rupees each; that 201,065 are for amounts ranging 
from 10 rupees to 20, and in fact averaging less tha.n 14! rupees 
each; and that 97,891 are for amounts between 20 rupees and 30, 
and in fact averaging only 241 rupees; and thus that 888,888 puttahs, 
out of a total of 1,071,588, or considerably more than three-fourths, 
are for amounts under 30 rupees, and in fact averaging less than 8t 
rupees. 

7. Now It may oertainly be said of almost the whole of the ryots 
pa.ying even the hIghest of these sums, and eVfln of many holding to 
a. much larger amount, that they are always in poverty and generally 
in debt. Perha.ps one of this class obtains a small sum out of the 
Government advances for cultivatlOn, but even if he does, the trouble 
that he has to take and the time he loses in gettmg it, as well as 
the deduction to which it is liable, render this a. questionable gain. 
For the rest of his wants he is dependent on the bazaarman. To him 
his crops a.re generally hypothecated before they are reaped, and it 
is he who redeems them from the possession of the village watcher by 
pledging himself for the payment of the kist. These tralllaCtions 
pass without a.ny written engagements or memoranda. between the 
parties, and the only evidence is the Chetty's own accounts. 10. 
general, there is an adjul'\tment of the aocounts once a year, but 
sometimes not fot' several years. In a.ll these accounts intereat i"i 
c~rged 0)\ the advances made to the ryot on the baJa.nce a.ga.iu~t ~. 

I Chinglepnt. 
Salem. 
Madura 
~ll()l'e. 
North Moot. 

South Afoot 
T~JGre. 
Trichinopoly. 
Tinnel'elly 
:BelWy. 

Cuddapah. 
Ooitll~re. 
Canal'll.. 
Kurnool. 

1, 



The rate of interest varies with the circumstances of the case and the 
necessities of the borrower j it is probably seldom or never less than 
12 per cent. per a.nnum. and not often a.bove 24 per cent. ; of course 
the poorest and most necessitous ryots have to pay the highest. 

8. A. ryot of this class of conrse lives from hand to month; he 
rarely sees money except that obtained from t,he Chetty to pa.y his 
kist; the exchanges in the out. villages are very few and they are 
usually conducted by barter. His ploughing cattle are wretched 
a.nimals not worth more than from 3i to 6 rupees each (7 to 12 
shillings) and those perhaps not his own, because not paid for. His 
rude and feeble plough costs, when new, no more than 2 or 3 shil­
lings; and aU the rest of hIS few agricultural implements are equally 
primitive a.nd inefficient. HIS dwelling is a. hut of mud walls and 
thatched roofs. far ruder. smaller, and more dilapidated than those 
of the better classes of ryots above spoken of. and still more destitute, 
if possible, of anythmg that ean be called furniture. HIS food and 
that of hIS family is partly their porridge made of he meal of grain 
boiied in water, and partly boiled rice with a lIttle coudiment; and 
generally the only vessels £01' cooking and eating from are of the 
coarsest earthenware, much inferior in grain to a good tile or brick 
in England, and unglazed; brass vessels, though not wholly unknown 
among this class, are rare. 

9. The scale of the ryots descends to those who possess a small 
patch of land, cultivated sometimes by the aid of borrowed cattle, 
but whose chief subSIstence is derived from cooly labour, either 
cutting firewood and carrying it for sale to a neighbouring town, 
or in field labour. The purely laboring classes are below these again, 
worse off indeed. but with no very broad dlstinction lU condition. 
The earmngs of a man employed lD agricultural labour cannot be 
quoted at more than 20 rupees a year. including everything; and 
this is not pald in money, but in commodities. As respects food, 
houses, and clothing. they are In a worse condition than the c1&ss 
of poor ryots above spoken of. But I will endeavour to describe their 
circumstances a little more pa.rticularly. 

10. The regular agricultural laborers are usually engaged at the 
oommencement of the season for the whole year. It is customary 
to advance them a small sum, about 5 or 10 rupees, as a sort of 
retainer, which, however, is to be repaid when the connection ceases. 
Frequently they remain without change for years; when 8. man 
desires to engage with another master, as he will rarely have been 
able to accumulate money to payoff the advance received, the sum 
adva.nced by the new master goes to payoff the old one. These 
yea.rly laborers receive a certain allowance of grain every month, 
which is usually fixed by t1le custom of the locality; and a.t partioular 
seMons, some regular, others occasional, the master makes the Ser9'8llt 
a smaIl present, also fixed by the local custom. When the wife ar 
children of the laborer work in the fields at weeding. &0., they 
r~ive d~ily hire in grain; a.nd la.borers Dot engaged for the whole 
year, but ouly at partioular times, are paid in the ~e manner. The 
rates of hire are very low. The daily rate varies in dUferent pM't8 
of the oountry from 8 pies (one penny) to 1 anna (8 half-penoe); it 



is rarely or nEl\,e,r above the latter sum for purely ag"rioulturallabmlrt 

and this is paid not in. money but in grain. The ocoasional p'l'6Senta 
to the yeM'ly laborers are partly in money a.nd partly in clothes J 
the entIre earnings of a laborer 9ngaged for a. year do not exceed 
trom 16 to 20 rupees for tha.t whole term. 

11. It appears from the foregoing detail that the condition of the 
agricultural laborer in this country is very poor. 'raking his earrn· 
ings at the highest rate, viz., 20 rupees a year, this would be equiva­
lent in real value, using the same standa.rd of comparison as aboTe, 
to £10 a year in England. The EngliSh field laborer earns on the 
average not less than £28 a year, including his extra grains in harvest 
time; and thus it appearR that the real wages of a field laborer in 
regular employ, his command of the necessaries and conveniences of 
life, are in this country little more than a third of what they are in 
England. It is no doubt trlle that some things are necessaries there 
which are not so in so high a degree here; the laborer in this ooun­
try UUtlB not need to spend so milch on firing, clothing or shelter 
from the weather as in England; in other words, an eqnal amount of 
physical comfort in those respects may be purchased here at '" smaller 
outlay. But making full allowance for this difference, the labourer 
here will still be found to be much the worse off. In fact, almost the 
whole of his earnings must neoessarily be consumed in a spare 
allowance of coarse and unvaried food and a bare sufficiency of cloth~ 
ing. 'fhe wretched hut he lives in can hardly be valued at aU. As 
to anything in the way of education or mental culture, he is utterly 
destitnte of it. 



SECTION tv.-NA.RRATIVE OF THE PRINCIP AL FACTS BEARING ON THE CONDITION OF THE 
A.GRIOULTURAL CLASSES ~'ROM THE MIDDTJE OF THE PRESENT CENTURY TO THE PRESENT 
~E. 

(A.)~8tatement 8howing the permanent 1 eductions made in d~t!erent bmnches of revenue in all the districfB during 
15 year8 from 1841. 

District.!. 

GaDjam 

GocIivui .• 

f 

I 
I .. { 

I 
I 
l 

.. { 

Year 

AD. 1844-45 
Do 
Do 
Do. 

1852·63 

Do. 
Do . 

1844-46 
1846.47 

1847-48 

Do. 
1851-52 

1844 
1848 

Tax on pnests 
I Tax on shepherds 
I Tax on fishermen 

Items 

I Tax on sale of dry fish . . • . 
,Tax on cutting and bnngmg wood from the ColanpoonJah 

I
I Jungle 
Tax on cuttIng and bringmg wood from the Chundanea jungle 
Tax on cuttmg mango and tamannd trees In the Moherry fort. 
Land ClIbtoms . . . • . • • • • • 
Duty upon artICles Imported from porte'mthin the territory of 

the Honorable Company 
Half of the tonnage duty at 1 anna formerly levied upon the 

IUlveral dhonies and YeBsels 
Duty upon Bntlsh goods exported and imported '. 

,One. fourth of the duty upon every ton of the foreign and 
Amencan ve~seI8. 

Total •. 

Head to which the I Amount 
item belongs 

Moturpba 
Do 
Do 
Do .. " 

Sundry small farms 
and lIcenses. 

Do. 
Do 

Land Customs 
Sea CustoIllB 

Do 

Do 
Do. 

RB. 
40 
38 
16 
6 

US 

426 
69 

21,310 
1,040 

.14 
32,171 

63 

55,692 
-----1---

•• , Inland and town dUbes . . • • • . • • . . I Land Customs 
Monopoly ot weighing goods III each Village in certain Wilks Motllrpha 

annually rented. 

90,106 
6,880 

i 
;( 



Statement showing th6 permanent .,.edtt.etions made in diffeTent bTanches oj n1:enue in o.ll the diat1'ictB tInvrmg 
15 years fTom 1841-cont. 

Districta. Year. 

1848 
God6vari ____ t. 

1854 

r "u·" 1866-57 • . . , 
1854-55 and 1855-56 
1846-47 

11843-44 
1853-54 

I Do. i 1854 1856 

Xiatna •. 1843-44 

1856-57 
1844 
1804-56 
1844 
1864 
1847-48 

Do. /. 

1853-64 

IBM 

Items. 

, Gold dWlt rent on monopoly 01 purchasmg ashes o! the furnaces 
of goldsmiths. 

, Duties on goods exported from or imported mto the Nizam's 
dommions. 

Total 

I 
I Tax on sheep and goats 

Do. on do. •. 
Do. on horned cattle in the Nizampatam Circara 

.. Bootpooroshee or tax on certain classes • • . . . . 

. , \ Do. on the looms of Pariahs .. .. .. ., 

•• Town duty or tax on grain brought for sale at Mangalagiri 
bazaar. 

•• Nuzzerana on looms in the Anomully village 
.. r Tax on washing green . . .. 
.. Do. on shepherds .. .. ., .. ., 
.. Bootpooroshee levied on the hut~ of toddy drawers 

Tax on dates (small) used for making baskets 
Gi>neral inland and town dutieb. . . 
Fronti!)\" do. do. 
Transit duty . 
Frontier duty . . . . 

I Duty on cotton exported to Nizam's territory .• .. 
I Do. on goods exported to and imported from British ports 

Head to which the I Amount. 
item belongs. 

Moturpha 

Land Uustoms 

--------1 
Moturpha 

Do. 
Do. 
Do . 
Do. 
Do. 

Do. 
Do 
Do. 

I Sundry small farms 
and hcenscs. 

Do. 
Land Customs 

Do. 
Do 
Do. 
Do. 

Sea Customs 
Do 

.. \ . 

" 

.. 

!lB. 
1,590 

4,317 

1,03,493 

6,410 
9,586 
1,255 

810 
3,256 

124 

6 
868 

4,636 
250 

200 
56,076 

1,142 
81,820 
43,202 

692 

II Do. on paddy, &c., Imported at any of the ports in the 
district. I 

"j 
~. \ 

1,849 
2,076 

•• \ Tax on e:KportB and imports I Do. 11,740 

w 



Btatement 8M1Ci#g the permarwnt reductio'ns made il. dijflffent branclw.s of rel'enue itl all tke districts during 
15 years/rom IB41-cont. 

Dietricte. Year. Items. Head. to which the I 
item belongs. I 

Kiatna_nt. 

ISb5-66 and 1856-67 
1856-57 

Do. 
Do. 

1865-66 
1847-48 

Do, 
Do. 
Do. 
Do, 

11184i-48 
Do. 

1854-56 
r~(; ,gog .; 1 

j 
.. :; ..... 1:: I 
·~~l~ 
0 0 .<:> ... S. 

~.::-: 8 S aiJh,! 
"il ....... 0 

1862 ,.~ s~&llia 

[

I E'=hi 
i!s.-5 :. 0 ... 

... -~,f! 41 

i,Q~·3 
I~~~ 
J",Zi:S 
too 

----- I - - ----- -- --

· .1 Poollary or grazing tax . . . . . • . • II Miscellaneous 
· . Tax on firewood cut in certain jungles on the coast • • Do. 
• Reductiou of assesament in the Mangalagiri taluk . . / Do. 
· • Reduction of assessment in certain villages on the sea coast Do. 
•• Abolition of Toonga rent in Ohurala village .. " Do. 

Rush and rattan rents paid by basket-makers Do. 
Rent of fishing creeks . . . • . . . • Do. 
Tax on collecting cow-dung in two villages . . • • . . Do. 
Do. paid by petty shopkeepers during the digging of cheyroot. . Do. 
Fe" ou gathering (banian) leaves for platters in the village of Do. 

Pedda Lanka. I 

Toong .. , Relloo, Awara-Rent~ of different kinds of grass .. !' Do. 
Tax vn spades for digging <.heyroot .• .. ., Do. 
Do. on fruit trees grown in ryots' fields (estimated) .. .. I Do. 

1. Present. made to zemindars, &c., in the IJasara feast .. .. I Land Revenue 
2 Presents made to the landlord by the farmers Cor permission to Do. 

cut the crop. 
3. ProportIOnate contribution on assessment to ziUahdars or petty 

revenue officers 
4. (lhargee of n pnrganah or divisiun of e~tate 
f> Fees to shroff or money· changer . . . . . . 
6. Village charges . . . . . . • . . . • . . 
7. Extra assessment collected by zemind,u8 for palan expenditure. 
8. Fees to the writer or accountant .. 
9. Grain allowance to village goddess . . . .. 

10. Do. to II rerson employed to watch the produce 
11. Puttah in the name 0 village goddeB8 . . . . . . 
12. Two handfuls of grain to village servants 
13 Fees to the revenue accountant .. '. 

Do. 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do . 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

Amount. 

as. 
76,626 

800 
29,080 
22,1i81 

642 
74 
68 

6 
1> 
8 

678 
7 

400 
816 

1,68& 

1,3M 

991 
ltO 
586 

2,679 
8 

78 
216 
68 
61 

138 

.. 



Bltskment ~'ng the permanent reductions made in different branche8 oj remmue in all tke di3trid8 during 
15 years/rom 1841-ooot. 

Head to which the I Amount. 
item belonga. Districts. Year. Items. 

- ---- - ------
JIll. 

·1 

' 31'\ 'ii -. '0 1 u. Increase of the pnce of the Government share of the produce. 1 Land Revenue 61 I '" "'oiP' Sundry charges. ........• Do. n """'f~§l'laj Ui. 
~""f":" 16. Fee for measurement Do. 22 

I ~i:'Sel"'i:i"d~ 17 Allowanee for reaping or cutting the crop Do. 2 
I!t0"'o~ au • 185~~,J:l ...... 18. Grain allowance to Brahmins of Peishcars Do. 23 

Kisl;na--cont. ., ~>..<: .... Grain to peons who watch the produce Do. 26 ! ~" .... ",,J:l~ all HI. I g~ s'; ",,gIl iii 20. Hrain to village-watcher . . . • I no. &8 
li~'2 .. J::: - ~ 21. :b'ees to zemmdars I Do. Ie 

l 
l~""O:Z;" .. _S ) 22. Pagoda fees Do. 4:i 

1863 .... .. Jungle tax .. I Do. 116 
1866 { Grain allowance I Do. 4:30 

Inams I Do. 2,002 

Total I 3,68,69' 

.. { 1855 Tax on goldsmiths' ashes Aloturpha 179 

I Hellore 
I8H I Inland duties . . . . . . . . . . Land Customs 1,07,169 
1848 1 Duties on exports and imports . . . • . . . . Sea Customs 13,006 
1866 Reduction in Mooloom and Jarib or garden _ment Land Revenue 60,nS 
Do. Do. dry land aB8e88D1ent . . . . . . • . Do. 65,9il 

I Total 2,36,1121 
I -----------r 1844-45 ! Dut, leYled on articles of consumption Land Customs 1,90,980 

1848-49 I Tn on ",,''''m;th. ub".. .. .. Sundry small farms 1,619 . and licenses . Ouddapkh .. -( 1842-43 Pagoda offerings . . . • . . Do. 1,601 . 
I 1844-45 Loss in the exchange of Cant.eroy pagodas Miscellaneous 32,000 
l 1866-66 I Reduction in assessment of waste lands Land Revenue 7,597 

Total 2,33,687 
---_ .. , ,--.-~--.-- ------ -----~---.---

I: 



~ .1t~ tl.e pMmaft8nt f'eiluctiona made in different branches of rellenue in all the districts aurin!, 
15 YHU1'S from IB41-cont. 

~~-... Y It Head to which Am t 
-VII .... "".... ear. ems the item belongs. oun . 

r 181)6·56 I Reduction of "wet" land ratee ~bo\e Rs 18 for a single crop Land Revenue \ RSi ,l31 

I 
I Iond B.s. 27 for two <.rops to those rates respectIvely I 

1842·43 ., "Goodivaram" 011 money collected at the native pagodas .. l\ioturpha ., 681 
1864·55 . l S~:fdtaJ[ levied from other classes than shepherds cultivating Do. .. 1,311 

1843-44 .. \ Town duties ., ...... . Land Cll8tom~ : 71,387 
Bellary and 1 Do. •. Inland dutIl'S . . . .. . I Do. 'J 1,31,817 

Auantapur. Do. .• Inland duties on the frontlet' of Kumaol Do.. 13,667 
18{5.46 1 Inland duties 011 the 8oondoor frontIer , I Do . , 838 
1844.45 .. Do on the My80re do I Do .: 1,01,3881 ... 

I 18H-4/) "Do on the Nlzam's do I Do I 0,567 it:.. 
1864·55 .' 1 Do. on tho do do . Do.. I 5,leG ~ 

l 1848·49 .. , Sundry collectIOns made on small farms and lIcenses I Sundr:t small farms 599 
I I\nd lll.enses I , 

Total I .... " 1_-3-,34-,-4-72-' -----1---

J 

1860·51 •• Tax on skins . Moturpha 404 
( Do. vegetable.sellE'rs Do 640 

" 

Do indigo, ats Do 114 
Do. skins . no 198 
Do. lime· loIns I Do. .I 40 

Kvnool . . 1852-63 1 Do bukhers I Do. 1>00 

I 
Do. kabob cooks • . I Do. 30 
Do contractors fOI safe delivery of carts, horses, &c., 8t I Do 86 

Hyderabad. I 
' Do. catUe.grazers ,Do 31 
l Do. m811.8urers Do 11K 

-------'------ :::::.-



8tatemtmt showing the permanent reductions made in d~ffe'rent branches of revenue in all the diBt-riets during 
15 years from fS41-cont. 

Districts. 

Kurnool-c.ont. 

Chingleput 

.North Aroot 

r 1853-54 

t: ""." 
\ 

I 1843 

fi 1848 

11 
Do. 

.• Do 

1
1841 
1848 

I 

Year. 

.. { 

Items 

Tax on l\Iahomedans' houses 
Do butchers 
Do toddy shops 

Reduction of assessment 
Customs 

Total 

Head to which 
the Item belongs. 

I !Ioturpha 
Do. 

I Do. 
I Land Revenue 
I Land Customs 

Amount. 

RH. 

276 
776 

1,288 
2,696 

11,257 

18,403 

r : Higher rate of ryots' share 

II RemiSSions at 12t per cent 

: Land Roven:--.-. !--~; 
Do "'1 661 

Do at 11 do. Do " 114 
Do. at 2 do ., Do. .. i 2 

Do. . 'j 137 
Do. .. 304 
Do. 51 

.. -{ Do from the usual fixed assessment 

I I
, Permanent cowle . • • . . . . • 

Dasabandam on remtSSlon of a portion of pubill. revenue to I 
! those who created sources of irrigation 
l FIxed money cowl I Do. .. I __ ~ 

Total "I " . 2,628 

I Tax on persons selling betel m the Chittoor and Kavenpak I Moturpha ---~ !---19 
taluka I 

Daily tax on the bazaars, &0., m Ranipet Do 
Tax on catchlIlg water-fowls in the Kaveripak t,mk Do. .. l 
House-tax on bearers in the Satghur taluk . Do •• 
Tax collected from the bazaarmen at Tirupati and Tnchanoore Do. ..\ 

under the denomination of" Viralum Amavasya Punnoo " 
or new moon tax. 

147 
5 

32 
3~ 

--------------------------~----

t 



Sta.kmffl,t showing the permanent reduclions made in dijftJrent brawhes of revenue in all the diJltncu during 
.15 !lear.'! from 1841-<,ont. 

I -- - - -~--

-I - .,~->-!:_ -----y 
! LJ'I.&rl""". par I 

Items I H~ to which the ! Item belongs. Amount, 

; 
I -

I 

Norlh Arcot-_t. 

T 
(IZ848 
I ~ . 
11184~ 

II Do. 

118M 
18H 

181)0 
Do. 

185'7 

1856 

1848 

1849 

184() 
1849 

Do. 
1865 
1849 

1I

18H 
1845 

I IBM 
l Do. 

- ---1- --- - -- -, - I 

I Tax collet'tcd from the weavers In T1TUpatl IlDder the denom- i Moturphll ! 
I lIllltlOn of .. PaTS'lY Cutnum .. 
I Tax on houses colle('tpd In T'TUJlatl under the denomination I Do 
I of" IUoovanpannoo." 

Ta.x on SkITIR In the Cbanliraglrl t41uk 
Do. In tho J{angnndi diVIsion . I 

Tax on Congoos of VIllages collected under the deno1Il1JlatlOn of ( 
" Omgoctundagem " I 

Tax on iron fouodI'les in the Kangundi divISlon. I 
Tax on shepherds collected undor the denomInatIon of " Coo­

rootaroo" In the Kllogundl di·..,sion. 
Davast.'lnam obayem (fpstl'vaJ) tal< in the Chittoor, Ttruval1am 

and Tirvuttoor.talllks 
Tax on tho manufacture of AAltpetre in the Tlrovallam taluk 
Tax on the prIVilege of collectmg fuller's parth 
Tax collected from the Panahs In the SBtghur taluk under the 

denomination of .. Maula t:lunkeva.luID." 
I Tax on the pn vi lege of cutting and selhng gratis in the Chandra­

giri taluk f'oJl(>cted under the denomination of " PilJoovaree." 
I Tax on sellers of vegetables . . . • 

Tax for collet-ting honey and wax 
I Ta.x on th(' priVIlege of digging for pipe clay 

Tax on dIgging lor sandal stone .. 
Tax on the pnvilege of cutting wood for buildIng hOUl!e8 

For the entire dIstrict 
Frontier custom!! . . . • ., 
Tax 00 bQteJ-selle1'8 in Walajapet ., ...• 
Tax collected from tho villages of Dasoor in the Wandh .. ash 

talnk uoder the denomination of "Suultnarathnm ,. or 
commtmity of ~malJ traders . 

Do. 
Do 
Do 

Do. 
Do. 

Do 

Do. 
Do 
Do. 

~ 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

Land Cuetome 
Do. 

Moturpha 
Do. 

.. ( 
. i 

u. 
32 

292 

3 
67 
II 

116 
18

1 209 

37 
32 
8 

26 
70 
Iii 
40 
11 

1,12,221 
28,141 

39 
31 

t: 



8ta.tmnent showing the permanent reductions made in different branches of revenue in all the districts during 
15 years/rom 1841-cont. 

,-. ---------- r 

I Year. 

-----1----- ~---- ----- -
Districts. I Head to which the I Amount. 

1--

North Arcot-
'I 1854 
II Do. 

coni. <! 
I I Do. 
l 

r i !at September 18.14 
Do. 

July 1848 

July lIHS 

.. J 
July 1851 
1848 .. 

South ArcGt Do. .. 

I 1366 " 

po. .. 

I 
Do. " 

1853 .. 
1854 " 

I, 
li 1854 to 1856 

) 
Items. 

item belongs. . 

---~-------- - --
- •. I

l Cayal Cundayem tax in the Wandiwatili taluk .. •.. . Moturpha 
Tax on shepherds collected in the 'Nandiwasn taluk under the Do. 

denomination of" Golla caurullJ. ", 
, Tax un betel-~el1ers in the town of Chittoor . • . . . . rfO. 

TemporRry remission of assessment in anticipation of remission! Land Revenue 
in progress. 

Total .. 

" [ Duties on yariouB articles liable to Land CU8tomS. Land Customs 
.. Duties on tobu"rt>, betel-nut, bhang and godauk . . Do. 
" F60 on stamping weight. and measures in Cuddalorc town Do. 

I Frontier customs on various articles . . ' . . . Do. .. j Duties on cotton wool . . . . . . . . . _ Do. 
" Duties on various petty articles of consumption. . . . Do. 

I 
Equalizing the duty on goods imported and exported on foreign sea, Customs 

bottoms with that levied on British bottoms. 
Tax on tempnrary shops . . . . . . . . . • .. Moturpha 

.. 

..I 

I Other petty items . . . . Do. 

I Duty on w88hermcn's earth Sundry small farms I 

and licenses. I 
Rattan rent Do. .. I 
~~red .. .' ~ .. j 
Duty on.jungle produce, dyeing bark, bees' wax, honey, &c. I Do. .. 

~ 
\ Land Revenue l I 

963723. I 
Land-tax assessment, &1' .. and water-rateH I s~ru;: small fam.s \, I and liCEnses 988. ~ 

Total , 
I 

B.II. 
4l! 
11 

22 
3,49,900 

4,91,578 

1,41,735 
17,062 

327 
31,851 

1,111 
3,722 
2,600 

12 
110 . 

22 \ 

221 
50 
a.? 

9.64,711 

11,63,469 



Statement showi'1l9 tluJ pef'm.O,flent reductions made in different llranches of reVe1IUP in all the di.str1Ct.s d'l.l/M1tg 
15 years from 1841-cont. 

Districts. 

Tanjore 

Trichinopoly 

Madura 

•• \ 18U 

I 
(I 1ij62-53 

I ! \853-54 

" 
•. < 

I 
I \ 1855-b6 
lJ ]844-45 

r .. ~ 

I 
l 

I 

1843·4' 
Do. 
Vo. 

1862·53 

1854-66 
Do. 
Do. 

1866-51 

Year. 

'. 

Items. 

! 
, Total 

Tax on b"mhoos 

Taxes on trees 
RoosBooms 

I
· Saderwar .. 

Cswuyvary 

! Nanyanuttum 
Yarymera . 
Kunemera ., .. . 

" Land tax . . . . . . 
Land Cllstoms on cloths and sundrIes 

Tobacco monopoly 
Tax on betel • • • . • . . . 
Customs on drugs, piete.goode, &c. 
Kallar Ca"al fees •• .. . 
Rents of honey and bees' wax . . . . 
Reduction of aBSeSSlnOnt on tobacco gardens 

Do on nunjo.h gardens . •. 

Total 

Do. on punJah gardens under wells . 
Abolition of K8Be88ment on wet lands in Settanandel villages 

in Ramnad. 
Total " 

I 
Head t{) which the Amount. 

item belongs. 

88 • 
, Land CU8tom8 __ I~:!.:. 

,Sundry small farms Ii 1,402 
and lIcenses 

Do. •. I 3,79() 
MIscellaneous •. ' 3,2'15 

110 .. I 6,183 
no .. 1 7,721 
Do. "1 10,9119 
Do •• 161 
Do. •• 46 

I Land Revenue •• \ 2,37,602 
Land Customs •• , 98,748 I=-.... _=1 3,69,907 

I 
Tobacco 

Do 
Land Customs 
Stamp Revenue 

Do. 
Land Revenue 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

63,660 
96,260 

1,14,761 
35 

276 
11,432 
4,69~ 

16,506 
166 

3,02,6'12 

== 



&aiement ,howing ,Ae pM'maMnt ,.ed1Utiotl3 mad6 in different b,.a.mlte3 of "et'enue ir! all th~ dWrlci. during 
15 !lea,.. from 1841-cont. . 

DiJltriote. 

TiDnenny 

CoimWore 

I 'ye&r 

-1~~1-62 
1853-64 

1864-65 
IS66-6T 

ISM-68 
I 
I 1S42-43 

I IS4344 
"i Do. 

I Do. 
I Do. 

IS63 

Do. 

1841-48 
1I1860.61 

11147·4' 
Do 

.. { 1844 to 1849 
1863-64 

Hema -I H:d to which \he Amoun&. 
item belongs 

AMes.ment upon 37 descrlptlOnR of treeIJ 
High l('?el nunJah lands watered by means 01 plCottahs, &c, 

exempted from payment of a mOiety of the usual nunJah tax 
Ro?enUIl derived from petty hlll products " 
Nela.ary or gr&Zmg tax collected from the Na.~tamyga.n and 

shepherds of a few 'nllages in cettam taluks. 
AbolItIOn of special I18sessment on trees in inam and puttah 

land. 

Land Revenue 
Do 

Do. 
Do 

Do. 

Arupoogootsh of secklOg for Jewels, blts of precious metal, I Moturpha 
.to , dropped on the roads 

Land Customs .. 
Betel farm rented .. 
Tobacco rent " . 

Frontier export duty on piece· goods, rape FPcd, &:c , re<1uced 
Rent of the duty on cheyroot. • " I 

from 6 to 3 per cent 

Pfr cent. 

Land CUI!toroa 
Do 
Do 
Do 
Do 

Do Fronhpf export duty on cocoanut, &c, reduced from 6 to 3i I 
FrontIer ('xport duty on cotton wool exported ) Do 

88 .,.64 
9,088 

6,780 
106 

14,&72 

86 

88,667 1 
37,120 
26,336 
2,700 

24,666 

622 

3,996 
762 Do on sundry artICles I Do 

! Export duty on cotton wool Sea Customs 
I Do on sundry artIcles j'. ___ D_O \----

Total. 

44,696 
13,882 

2,76,291 

\ 
1,80,164 

Ca]ac&Lhadaroor tax on per80ns8elhngtobacoo, betel, .tc, m Moturpha 
thl- fields during harvest 

393 
Dut~ on piece-goods, .to '" ,~nJ:d Customs 

--------''-------------'--- -- ------------ -- - --- .--~----

t=: .... 



8ta.t6m6flt 6hoWttI9.tlle pe,.fTlanent redtlrfiol1~ made ;11 diJere1d bronchn oj .,.evenue in all t"" df~strt~tl! during 
15 yenrsf1'om 11:l4.1-cont. 

~ot.e. 

.\ 
I 

( 

"""' .... ~-,. j 
I , 
l 

c 

I 

Sales I .. ~ 

l 

----------~------~--I ---:------------- ------ I Head to which the 1- Amount-

• item belongs. • 

------''----------- ---~------
Year. Itema. 

18bO and 1861 

1850 to 1854 
1850 to 1855 
1851 and IBM 
1854 and) 865 

IBM 

Do. 
Do. 

Board's Proceedinge, dated 
28th March 18.4. 

17th March 1840 " 
17th March 1851 .. 
2nd OctQber 1854 . , .. 
By sanction of Government, 

dated the lOth July 18b~. 
By sanction of Government, 

dated the 20th December 
1856, conveyed in Baud's 
ProcoodiDgs, dated 24th 
January 1866. 

--------- ------------ ---

Mudurcutty or tax en basket-makers and house tax on Pariahs, 
&e. 

Tfu: on palmyt"R" 
l'ax on fruit tree" . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Honey rent, tat on dyeing root, hill·rllnt .. _ .. . . 
Reduction of Ilsses~ment a~ 11 and I ii per cent. on old gardens. 
Reduction of asscssment at ird of the fixed assessment .­
llcdu r:tion of 8f8r>88ment on gardens classed with first-tate 

punjllh 
Reduction 01 88S1lRHllen~ on nunjull lands o,-eT-as"essf'd 

InllUld duti,,~ on good~ .' 

Farms of betol and t<> bacco 

Transit duties Jevied on the MY80re frontier 
:l:8.x on corDun ut trees in putcut lands 
I alt OIl other trees in putcut IlilldB 
Land 88scssmPllt in tho Paramatti taluk 

Total 

Assessment on well gard£'lliande in the Talaghaut taluk 

--~-.----- .. ----.----.-------- -----.'~------

Moturpha 

Miscellaneou8 
Va. 
Do . 

Land RQvenl111 
Do. 
Do. 

Do. 

} 
~ lAnd Customs. 

Do. 
Land Revenue 

Do. 
Do_ 

Do. 

88. 
1,211 

22,033 
3,901 
4,378 

68,067 
1i0,543 
38,\1611 

3,027 -

3,72,686 

1,16,94-6 

17,010 
1,28. 
1,9~3 
1,662 

.8,1110 

m 



~nt ahowtng the Jl6Ttnanent "eductions made in dijfwent branches qlref'mue in al~ th~ diBtrict8 during . 
15 years {rom lS41-cont. 

, 

Di&tricta. Year. Items. I lied.d to w 

__ 1 __ l:~be 
ich the I Amount. 

Salem __ t. 

can. ..I 
I 

! 
l 

M&lalJar ., 

mgs. 

ue .. 

., 
B .. 

.. 

.. 

By order of Govel:1lment, I Tax un <catteroo trees In unoccupied Jands .. Land !teve' 
dated 31st May 1865 
(Board'8 Proceedings, 
dated 29th October 18(5). II Total i __ 

1841·42 . •• 'fax levied fruUI blacksmiths, carpenterd, and weavtll's . I J\Ioturpha 
April IM4 . Duty l£'vied o,n frontter trade and the Halut duty on betel- \ Land Custo 

nut, pepper and carda n:.oml!. I 
Do " DUties\!III.ycr) levloo on exports of betel-nut, pepper, carda· Sea Cust.oID, 

momll,&{ 
1852 .. ! Government tobsc' 0 monopoly ... . .. , Tobacco .. 

palmyra and Lowanut trees 
l fanna 

18M·55 il Duty jpVleo on the manufacture of Jagger}' from toddy of I !loturpha 

1857 ·58 Tax fi~ed by herdsmen. . . Sundry am 
I 8.ndl~n_ 

1852·53 

1853·54 
1854·61) 
1848·49 
1846-47 and tSU -4S 
1848·49 and 1849·50 
1861·62 
186~-/j3 

Ta~ on Jungle prodl1cI' 

Do 
Do. . 

Addakakally or tax on bett>l-nut dyer8 
I 'flath01:a or tax on Tisrs .' .. 

Total .. 

Sund!:), SID 

and lie, 
Do. 
Do 

.• I MotUl'pha 
Do. 
Do. 
Do 

Tobacco monopoly . . . . . . . . . Tobacco 

-

all fanns 
neeR. .. . . .. .. .. .. 
.' .. .. . . .. .. 
.. .. 

JUl. 
2,1!66 

-----
1,69,130 

460 
2,65,654 

2,31,641 

2,91,141 
323 

40 

---
7,85,~9 

1,171 \ 

803 
1,8" 

321 
93 
23 

5,002 
6,66,112 

f 

Vannan JeromODl or to.x lel'ied from dhobies or wWlhE'raten 
Tax on houses below 1 silvor fanam or 3 annas and '2 pies 

---------'------------- -- -- - --------'----------------' 

~ 



8tateMMt shmcing tllP permamnt redtlctJQfls mad.e m differenf brallcheb of rel'ellue III aft the dist1"lcts during 

Damete 

Malabat-ronf 

Madras 

I 

.'...---~ 

( 
I , 

. ~ 
I 
l 

15 year8fr~ lS41-cont. . 

1843-H 
1846-47 

1862 
185') 
Do 

ISH 
1853 

Y(·a.r I Itcm~ I 

I 
\ 
T~and custom., I'xcept frontlPf duty 
FrontIer dut, .. 

(-luit-rcct on Ct'rlam holdings 
, Ground rent on lime-kIlns 

LIcense fee on <.fo I Land Customs 
\ Frontler Custom a 

I 

L'otal 

Head to whloh the 
item belongs Amount 

RB. 
:Land Customs 1,02,62! 

Do 4,699 
1-___ --

6,82,462 
I 1---

I Land R€~ enue . II . 68 
Do 766 

J Do 1c72: 
Land Cu-toms . 5,8.,963 

!--~--~~--~ 
Total .. I 5,86,Q48 

1-------------
Grand Total •. 1 _____ . __ \_ 68,32.216 

)foturpha •. 50,961 
( I und Revenue . I 19,42,80~ 

Total for the PresIdency . J Land Customs 32,23,366 
Sea Custom, 3,60,872 

I Sundry farms IUld I 16,103 
licenses I I Abohbon of tobacco 10,17,163 
monopol). 

I MIBcellllnpoua • 2,21,965 

1--------
Grand Total .• ' . . 68,32,215 , 

- -- - -+-

I 

- I ____ • __ ~l 

... 



(B.)-HetractB from Dr. BuchaiU1,n'8 ,. Journey from MadraB througl. 
MYBore, Oanara and Malabar in 1800." 

Bhavani, Ooimbatore dilltrict.-The hinds, or servants hired for the 
year by the farmers, are here called Padiyals, and are on the same 
footing with the Batigas of Karnata. They ~ometimes bind themselves 
for a. number of years, in which case the master advances money for 
their marriage expenses, and deducts so much from their monthly 
pay, until he is repaid. Unless tied down by some stipulation of this 
nature, they may change their service whe1l.ever they please. A servant 
gets from his master Ii house, and from fifteen to twenty Gopdta!/ 

-tanams or from 58. to 68. 8d. Ii year, with a monthly allowance of 
twenty Vullas or ITH~ bushel of grain. Their wives, when they are 
able to work, have daily wages. Day laborers at harvest time, whether 
men or women, get .daily one Bulla and a half (rather more than I 
bushel) of the grain called Oumbu. At weeding the crops, the daily 
wages are one Bulla of Oumbu, or about H· of a bushel. A man work­
ing with a hatchet or pickaxe gets one GopaldJl fanam (about 4d.) a 
du.y; carrying earth lD baskets, or tho like,· he gets f of a. Gopatall 
janam, or 3d. ; and porters, for carrying a load eight Urnalzvullie/, or 
Malabar hours' journey, get two Gopalay fanams or nearly 8d. 

On the houses of lite Natives in Ooimbafore distrirt.-I went ten 
Malabar hours' journey to Navaputty; that is, the nIlle vlllages, having 
formerly been the principal of nine adjacent hamlets. It is 8 sorry 
place, containing about ~O houses. Tbe huts of tlw country, called 
Chera, are like beehives, and consist of a circular mud wall about 
three feet high, which is covered with a long conical roof of thltch. 
Contrary to what mIght have been expected in a hot climate, qut 
agreeably to the custom of almost all Hindll.~, one smt,ll door is the 
only outlet for smoke, and the only inlet for air and light. Each 
family has a hut for sleeping, another for cooking, and a third for a. 
store-house. Wealthy men add more huts to their premises, but seldom 
a.ttempt at any innovation in the architecture of the country. 

On the conriition of the people (Northern division of Ooimbatore).­
The cultivators and peasantry continue exactly in the same dress, and 
sa.me houses, that they used in Tippoo's government, and have a 
prejudice aga.inst changes. Major Macleod thinks that their women 
are beginning to wear more gold and silver ornaments than they for-

• merly did. '1'he merchants and manufacturers are evidently improving 
in their map-ner of living, are forsaking their pyramidal or conical 
huts, and are erecting tiled houbes. To enable them to do this,- Go­
vernment, without charging interest, advances money which;8 repaid 
by instalments. 

On the poverty of the peasantr; (J)harapuram, Ooim1atore dillt,.ict).­
Mr. Hurdis thinks that the present rents are greatly too high; and 
no doubt, the peasantry here, as well as in almost every part of 
India, are miserably poor. I am incliaed to think, however, that 
other causes contribute more to this than the greatness of the 
rents. Mr. Hurdis says that all the land which is not cultivated is by 
no means unlet (Tirsi); but owing to the want of rain and of siock, 
the farmers are not able to cultivate the whole of what they rent. 
Tbis, in my opinioD, shows that the fields are by no means over .. 



6Il8eII8ed; M!d that the fanne1'8, if they would not grasp a.t mo\'e 
them. they ,have stock to man&.ga, might be i11 a »inoh more comfortable 
situation. One great cause indeed of the poverty of the fanners, a.nd 
oonseq1ll'eht poverty of crops in malnY pa.rts of India, is the custom of 
forcing land upon people who have no tnoons of {)Ultivating it. Thus 
aU the lands a.re apparently occupied; but it is in a manner that ia 
worse than if one-half of them were entirely waste. I believe every 
intelligent farmer in England will say tha.t one acre fully improved 
will give more profit than two that are half cultivated. 

On 8ervants employed in agriculture (Dhdrdpuram).-The servants 
employed here in agriculture are hired in the beginning of the year 
for twelve months. They may change their sel'vioe when their term 
expires if they be not in their master's debt; but as he generally 
a.dv~ce8 money for their marriages and other ceremonies, they are 
seldom at liberty to go away. They get twenty bullas of rough riee 
(paddy) a month with four fanams and one siliga, of rough rice 
yearly, and their master pays their house-rents. The whole is a.bout 
31 bushels of rough rice, of which one~hal£ is husk, with two shillings 
in money, besides the house-rent which will not exceed one or two 
shillings a. year. These servants generally have one wife, who at 
seed time and harvest works for the master for daily wa.ges. A 
woman's daily wages are four puddies of gra.in worth about nine­
tenths of a penny. A man gets six puddies of grain. A servant 
with these wages can once or twice a month procure l\ little I\nimt.l 
food. Milk is too expensive. His common diet consists of some 
boiled grain, with a. little salt and capsicum, and perhaps some pickles. 
His drink is the water in which the grain was boiled. He has very 
little clothing, and that little is extremely dirty; his house is a hovel, 
and he is commonly overrun with vermin and cutaneous disorders. 
The women, although not clean, are fully clothed. 

On servants and price of labour (PolldcM, Ooimbatore).-There 
are here two kinds of servants employed by the farmers to cultivate 
the lands j they are called padiyals and p1tngals. The padiyau receive 
yearly 3 podia of grain (29 bushels), worth 48 Vir'-Rayafanams, wi,h 
10 fanams in money, and a house. The 58 faDams are equal to £1 Sa. 
9.d. The wife aud children of the padiyal are paid for wha.tever work 
they perform. He is hired by the year; but if he contracts a debt wi\h 
his master, he cannot quit the service till that be discharged. 

The pungals go to a rich farmer, a.nd for a share of the orop 
undertake to cultivate his lands. Be advances the ca.ttle, implements, 
seed, a.nd money or grain that is necessary for the subsistence of the 
plln~. He also gives each family a. house. He takes no sha.re in 
the labour which is all performed by the pungals, and their wives and 
ohildren.; but he pays the rent out of his sha.re on the division -of the 
orop, which takes place when that is ripe. If a farmer employs six 
pnnga,ls to cultivate his la.nd. the produce is divided into 15 portioDs, 
1tMOb are distributed as follow :-

'To the mIller, or punnadi, for rent, seed, &c. 6 
To 4.0. do. for profit ... ... ... 1 
To do. do. for mterest of money adva.noed 2 
To the p'@gala or laborers .•• ... .... • •• 6 

Ii ~.rtt01\i. 



Out of their portions the P1lDgals must repay the f&rmer the money 
which he has advanced for their subsistence. The farmers prefer 
employing padiyals~ when they ca.n be prooured; but among the 
laborers the condition of the pungals is considered as preferable to 
that of the padiyals. Six-fifteenths of the whole produoe is indeed a 
very large allowance for the manual labour bestowed on any land, and 
as the farmer can afford to give it, the rents must be moderate. 

Pdlghat, Ohurmars, or 8laves.-By far the greater part of the 
la.bour in the field is performed by slaves or churmars. These are the 
absolute property of their devarus, or lords, and may be employed on 
any work that their masters please. They are not attached to the soil, 
but may be sold or transferred in any manner that the master thinks 
fit; only a husband and wife cannot be sold separately, but children 
may be separated from their parents, and brothers from their sisters. 
The slaves are of dIfferent ca.stes, such as Pa.rriar, Vullam, CanacunJ 

Erilay, &c., and the differences in the customs by which the marriages 
of these castes are regula~ed occasion a considerable varIation in the 
right of the lll38ter to th~ ohildren of his slaves according to the 
caste to which they belong. 1'he master is considered as bound to. 
give the slave a certain allowance of provisions: a man or woman, 
while capable of labour, receives two edangallies of rICe 1D the husk 
weekly, or two-sevenths of the allowance that I consider as rea.sonable 
for persons of all ages included. Chlldren and old persons pa.st 
la.bour get one-half only of this pittance, and no allowance whatever 
is made for infants. This would be totally inadequate to support 
them; but the slaves on each estate get one-twenty first part of the 
gross produce of the rice in order to encourage them to care and 
industry. A ma.le slave annually gets 7 cubits of cloth, and a woman 
14 cubits. They erect for themselves small temporary huts that are 
little better than large baskets. These are placed In the rice-fields 
while the crop is on the ground~ and near the sta.cks while it is 
thrashing. 

There aro three modes of transferring th~ usufruct of slaves. 
The first is by jenmum, or sale, where the full value of the slave is 
given, and the property is entirely transferred to a. new master, who 
is, in some measure, bound by his interest to attend to the welfare of 
his sla.ve. A young man with his wife will sell for from !olI)O to 300 
{anams, or from £6 48. l!d. to £7 8s. Utd. Two or three young 
children will add 100 fa.Dams, or £2 98. 7td. to the value of the 
family. Four or five children, two of whom are beginning to work, 
will make the family worth from 500 to 600 famms or from £12 
88. 3d. to t] 4 178. lId. The second manner of transferrin~ the 
labour of slaves is by kauom or mortgage. The proprietor receIVes " 
loan of money, generally two-thirds of the value of the slaves; he 
&1so receives annua.lly a sma.ll qnantity of rioe, to show that his 
property in the slaves still exists; and he may reassume this property 
whenever he pleases to repay the money borrowed, for whioh in the 
meanwhile he pa.ys no interest. In case of any of the slaves dying, he 
i. held bound to Bupply another of equal value. The lender maintains 
the slaves and has th~ir labour for the interest of his mqney and for 
~. support. The third maWler of employing slaves is by letbing 
tb,em for patom, Of rent. In this casel for flo certain ~U&l sum, the 



master gives them to another man; and the borrower commands their' 
la.bour and provides them with their maintenanoe. The annual hira i&­
S fa.nams t3s. Htd.) for a man and half 80S much for a woman. 
These two tenures are utterly abominable; for the person who exaot;s 
the labour and furnishes the subsistenoe of the slave is directly 
interested to increase the former and diminish the latter as much 80S 

possible. In faot, the slaves are very severely trflated, and their 
diminutive stature and squalid appearance show evidently a want of 
adequate nourishment. There can be no oompa.rison between their 
condition a.nd that of the slaves in the West India islands, except that 
in Malabar there are a sufficieut number of females who are allowed 
to marry any person of the same caste with themselves, and whose 
labour is always exacted by their husband's master, the master of the 
girl having no authority over her so long as she lives with another 
man's slave. 

Manapuram, Malabar.-At Manapuram a sluve, when 80 years old, 
costs about IOU fanams, or £2 148. 7d.; with a wife he costs double. 
Children Bell at from 15 to 40 fanams, or from 88. 2id. to 2ls. 10d. 
A working slave gets daily three-tenths of a poray of rougb. rice, or 
about 36! bushels a year. He also gets annually 1 !anam for oil and 
It fanams for cloth, which is just sufficient to wrap round his waist. 
If he be active, he gets cloth worth 2 fanams, and at harvest time 
from 5 to 6 porays of rough rice. Old people and children get from 
one to two-thirds of the above allowance, according to the work 
which they ca.n perform. 

Tamracheri, nm·thern division of Malaba1·.--The daily a.llowance 
here established for slaves is of rough rice-

Cubical inches Bushe18. 
To able-bodied men, 6 nrubs 

heaped ... - 1481 yearly 25t 
To able-bodied women, 6 

nallis streaked - 103! ,. 17t 
To old persons and children-

3 nallis heaped - 74i " 12~ 

The a.vera.ge, allowing one child and one old person to every two 
men and two women lD the prime of age, will be 18T

4
lf bushels, of 

which one-half is husk. When the scarcity that usually ha.ppens 
every year prevaIls, they got part of their a.llowance in yams 
(ViQ8COreU8), jacks (Artocarpu) or plantains (M1.Isa). When harvest 
is over, they receive each, according to their activity, 80 present of 3 
or 4 porays of rough rice, or from 1 to In- bushels, which will make 
the annual average about 9t bushels of rice. Their masters give 
them also some salt, oil and pepper, and they are allowed to keep 
fowls. Each person hIlS annually three pieces of cloth. The slaves 
S8ry~ what indeed cannot be doubted, that they are much better used 
by their own masters than when they are let out on mortgage 
(mom) or hire (patom). 

PelUch6'l"l'Y, Malabar.-The farmers (cudia.us), whether oultivating 
rioe- gt'ol1nCl'or plantations, aocordiog to Mr. Rodriguez, live very 
poorly, although they get almost four-fifths of the grain, and a.t 1_ 



oM-third. of th~ prOdAO&1 of the taxable tl'~s.. They mostl, 1a.bo~ 
with, their own hands, tber~ being few sla,ves. The lUred servallns" 
wAo a.re chiefty Tiara, work only from half-past six in the morning 
UJ;ltU nOQs, and get 8S daily wages 2l edangallies of rough rice. All 
the IJofternoon they la.bour for themselves. The edangally containing 
1.08 cubical inches, a ma.n by hal£-a-day's work, allow~g one-seventh 
q~ his time for holidays, can gain 39: bushels of gra.i.n. Although 
the cudians may therefore live in a very inferior condition to an 
liJnglish farmer, it is impossible that they should live scantily; 
while a day laborer by working only hali of the day ca.n procure so 
mv..ch grain. 

Oherikal, Malabar.-In Cherikal and Cotay-hutty there are slaves, 
chiefly of the Poliar and Pariar castes j but the greater part of the 
cultivation is carried on by panicar or hired men, who are Nairs, Mop. 
lahs and Tiars, These panicars are at lIberty to change their service 
whenever they please, unless they be indebted to their master; and 
R1;IOUt. one-half of them are in that state. They work from morning to 
noon, when they are allowed an hour for hreakfast. They then work 
until evening, and all night they watch the crops. The master gives 
the ~rvant a hut, a piece of oloth tWICe a year, from 6 to 12 silver 
fa.na.ms (27, to 55 pence) annua.lly for oil and salt, and a daily allow­
a.uce of rice, which is larger than tha.t given to the slaves. When 
~e servant is in debt, stoppages from tblB aJ.lowanoe are made. The 
pa.n.icars. are frequently flogged; a.nd as their masters are not bound 
to provide for them in old age, or during famine, they seem to be in a. 
worse condition than the slaves. Their wives and children, if they do 
any work for their master, get wages. 

Mangalore, South Canara.-'rhe cultivatIOD IS chiefly carried on by 
culialu or hired servants; but there are also SOllie lliuladalu, bought 
men or slaves. A hired man gets dally 2 hanies of clean rice or 
annually 211 bushels, togethel' with li rupee's worth of cloth, a 
pagoda. in cash, and a house. A hired woman gets Ii rupees for 
cloth, and three-fourths of the man's allowance of g'ra.\n. In the plant­
ing sea.so~ the woman hired by tho day gets 2 hanies of rice, or 128t 
cubical inches. These wages are very high, and may enable the hired 
servants to keep a family in the great,est abundanoe. It is evident 
from this tha.t the stock required to cultivate eight morays of land wa.s 
excessively exaggerated by the proprietors. The wages in grain alone 
would amount to 156; morays of rICe for 8 morays sowing, so that to 
pay even then would require a.t least 40 seeds. We may safely allow 
6 morays for each plough fully wrought; but the nnmber of plougbs 
in the whole distriCt awounti to rather less tha.n 1 to a morays of rice 
ground in actual cultivation accordmg to the revenue a.ccounts, owing, 
probably, to a want of cattle Stnd other stock. At the end of the year, 
the hired servant may cha.nge his servioe, if he be free from debt; but 
th.t is e.e\o.Olll the eMe. Wh~n he gets o.eeply involved, his master 
may sell his sister's children to di80harge the amount, a.nd his ~. 
vice/J may be tnmsferred to any other man who chooses to take him 
~ J1#'1- :tus. UeQ\.& '-I;> b~& tna.ater. In. £act, he dif£ers little from a 
."'P, qp1;r l.us ~o,!&ll~ IS larger, but then the lJ1IWit.er is QQfi obliged 
.,,~~~ for hllU m lUokn_ OJ: iD 0'" •• 



A ~ slave is allowed. daily 1 i _y of rice, or thnee-foullt.n ()t 
the allow$DiOO of a hired serva.nt i & woman receives 1 hany. The man 
gets 1 j ru.pee's worth of cloth and 2 rupees in cash; the womBA is 
allowed only the cloth. They receive a.lso a. trifling aHowance Qf oil' 
salt, aad. othel1 seasonings. A.. sm~ll aJlowanc'J is ~iven to chil.drA~ 
and. old pe?ple. When a slave wlShes to marry, ~ receives b pa.go­
das (2 gumeas) to defray the expense. The WIfe works with the 
husband's master. On the husband's death, if the wife was a slave 
all the children belong to her mother's master; but, if she was for~ 
merly free, she and all her children belong to her husband's master. 
A good slave sells for ] 0 pagodas, or abont 4 gumeas. If he has a 
wife who was formerly free and two or three children, the value is 
doubled. The slave may be hired out, and the renter both exacts his 
labor and find~ him sub.sistence. Slaves are also mortgaged j but 
the mortgagor 18 uot oblIged to supply the place of a slave that dies, 
and in case ot aCCIdents the debt becomes extiuguished, which is an 
e:s;cellent regulation. Free men of low caste, if they are in debt or 
trouble, sometimes sell their sister::,' children, who are their heirs. 
They have no authority over theIr own children who belong to their 
maternal uncles. 

Ronavar, in Oa1tara.-In the farms of the Brahmans most of the 
labor is performed by slaves. These people get daily Ii hany of rice j 

a woman receives 1 hany. Each gets yearly 2j rupees' worth of cloth, 
aud they are allowed tIme to build a hut for themselves III the COC08-
nut ga.rden. They have no other allowance, and out of thIS pittance 
must support their in.fa.nts and aged people. '1'he woman's sha.re is 
nearly 15 bushels a year, worth rather less than 14! rupees; to this if 
we a.dd her allowance for cloths, she gets 16~ rupees a year, equal to 
£1 16$, 8id. 'roo man's allowance is 221 bushels, or 231 rupees, or 
£2 88. Old. .A. male free serva.nt, hired by the day, gets 2 hani~s of 
rice; both work from seven in the morning until five III the eveumg; 
bu~ at noon they are allowed half-an-hour to eat some victuals that 
are dressed in the family as part of their allowa.n.ce, and every caste 
can eat the food which a Brahman haa prepared. 

8er8i, North Oanara.-In this country a few slaves are kept i but 
most of the labor, even in the grounds of the Brahmans, 18 performed 
by the propnetors, or hired servants. '1'he Haiga Brahmans toil on 
their own grounu at every kmd of labor, but they never work for hire. 
The hired servants seldom receive any money in advance, and conse­
quentlyat the end of the year are free to go away. No warning is 
necessary, either on the part of the master or of the servants. 'fhese 
eat three times a day m their master's- house, and get annua.lly one 
blanket, one handkerchIef, and m money 6 pagoda.s, or 24 rupees, Or 
.£2 88. 4ld. Their wives are hIred by the da.y a.nd get 11 seers of 
rough rice and 8 dudus, of which 491 are equal to 1 rupee. In sO 
poor a oountry these wages are very high. A. male slave gets daily 2 
-an.~~" eee-rs of tOugh rice, with annually. one blanket, one handker .. 
chief, " pieo~ ot cotton cloth, and. some (nt, t8tma.rinQa., a.ua cs.'Pslcu:m. 
J:te gets no money, except at lll6rriages; but these cost 16 ~aa.s, 
ar.ln & ) 1 Jd,,, Jor, the woman must be purohased. She and &lJ her 
olUldren. of course become t.ba property of hsr hasb81J.d'a ms.ster. ;CiJe 
~.lQ. BStJ daily l186e",8 of rough rice, a. blWet e.w\ 8AIluaU, 



Itt piece of cotton cloth, and a jacket. Children and old people g~t 
some ready.dressed victuals at the houae of the master, and are also 
allowed Bome clothing. The men work from sunrise till sunset, and 
at noon are allowed one Hindn hour, or about 24 minutes, for dinner. 
The women are allowed till about 8 o'clock in the morning to prepare 
the dinner, which they then carry to the fields and continue to work 
there with the men until sunset. 

Soonda, in Oanara.-A farmer who has five ploughs is esteemed 
a rich man. With these he must keep 6 men and 6 women and 10 
laboring cattle, and at seed-time and harvest he must hire additional 
laborers. Farmers who are not Bra.hmans, unless their farms be 
large, work the whole with their own families; but rich men must hire 
servants, or keep slaves, and to hold their plough Brahmans must 
always have people of the low castes. This is Ii kind of work that 
even a. Haiga Brahman will not perform. 

A man-slave gets daily 2 seers of rough rice, or yearly about 26 
buahelR, worth £1 2s. Old.,!1 handbrchief, a. blanket and a piece of 
cloth worth 2 rupees (48. Old.), a pagoda in money (88. Old.), 6 can­
d&C88 of rough rice at harvest (148. 6d.) j total £2 8R. 7id. The 
women get one piece of cloth annually, and a meal of ready-dressed 
victuals on the days that they work, which may amount annually to 
8B. ld. Hired men get four seers of rough rice a day, worth less than 
three half-pence. 

Nagara.-Most of the cultivation is carried on by the {amdies of 
the cnltivators; there are very few hired servants, but a good many 
slaves, by whom, on the farms of the Brahman!;, all the ploughing is 
performed. A slave gets annually 1 i rupees for a blanket, 3 rupees' 
worth of cotton cloth, quarter rupee for a handkerchief, 6 candacas of 
rough rice worth 4 rupees to procure salt, tamarinds, &0., and daily 
11 colaga of rough rice, or annually 27 j candacas (or almost 49 
bushels) worth £1 168. Utd.; add the annual allowances 178. 7!d., 
the total expenses of maintaining a male slave one year is .t2 148. 
71d. A woman-slave gets as follows: 865 cola.gas of rough rice, one 
d&ily, and 3 oandacas at harvest, in all 211 candacas or 36i bushels, 
worth 14h rupees; 2 rupees' worth of cloth, and quarter rupee for 
a jacket, in aU nearly 16. rupees or £1 138. 'loci. rrhe marriage of a. 
slave costs 10 pagodas, or a.bout 4 guineas. The wife belongs to the 
husband's master. A master ca.nnot hinder his slave gIrl from mfl.rry­
ing the slave of another man, nor does he get any price for her. 
The widow and children, after a slave'EI death, continue with his 
master. If a slave has no children by his first wife, he is allowed to 
te.ke another. 

Harihar.-The greater nnmber of the farmers here have only one 
plough each; but all such a.s have not more than three ploughs are 
reckoned poor men, a.nd a.re in general obliged to borrow money to pat 
the rent, and to carryon the expenaes of cultiva.tion. The crop II a. 
aecnrity i;Q the lender, who is re'Paid 1D p'l'oduC6 at a low valua.tion. 
Fanners who have 4, 5, or 6 ploughs are a.ble to ma.nage without 
borrowing, and live in ease. Those who have more stook are reckoned 
rioh ·w:aen. Eaoh plough requires one man and two oxen, and ClaD. 
cultivate two m&rB of land, or about 11 aores : In eeed-time aa.d 



hal'VeBt, some additi4>nal laborers must be hired. AU the farmers, a.nd 
their children, even those who are richest, Brahmans excepted, work 
with their own hands, and only hire so many additional people as are 
necessary to employ their stock of cattle. A servant's wages are 
from 6 to 9 jimshiry pagodas a. year, together with a blanket and a 
pair of shoes. rrhe jimshiry pagoda is foul' dudus worse than tha.t of 
Ikel'i, which is rather less than 11 per cent. The wages are therefore 
from £2 78. 10d. to £.3. ] Is. 9d. Out of thiS' they find everything 
but the shoes and blanket. Men laborers get daily half a fanam or 
Sid., and women receive one-half of this hire, which is seldom paid 
in money, but is given in jola at the market price. The man's wage. 
purchase daily about a quarter of bushel. The people here work from 
eight in the morning until sunset, and in the middle of the day are 
allowed 24 minutes to rest and eat. The cattle work from eight in 
the morning until noon. They are then fed for an hour, and work 
until about 5 o'clock. 

Heritmt (Mysore.)-At Heriuru there are no slaves. Most of the 
labor is performed by the families of the tenants; but a few hire men­
servants by the year, and in seed-time and harvest employ women by 
the week. A man get!!! from 50 to 70 fanams a year, or from £1 118. 
2id. to £2 38. Bid. This is paid entirely in money, WIthout addition, 
except that for himself and famlly he generally obtains room in his 
master's house. Women get 1 fanam, or 7id. a week. Advances to 
servants are not common, Ilond of course they a.re entirely free. 

The hours of labor in this country are from eight in the morning 
until noon, and from 2 o'clock till sunset; in all, about eight hours. 
The laborers get up about sunrise; but an hour is spent in ablutions, 
prayer, marking th81r faces with consecrated ashes or clay, and in 
eating their breakfast. They eat three times a. day, their principal 
meal being at noon. 

Bailur11 (Mysore.)-In the Malayar there are no slaves. Most of 
the labor is carried on by the farmers and their own families. Ser­
vants are hired by the year, month, or day. A man's wages, when 
hired by the year, are annually 3 pagodas, a pall' of sandals, a blanket, 
and daily a meal of ready-dressed rice, worth altogether about 5 
pagodas, or about £2. He eats another time daily, but this is at his 
own expense. A servant hired by the month gets half a pagoda, 01." 
a.bout 4 shillings, without any a.ddition. The daily hire is one-thil'd 
of 8 Canterroy fan am or 2id. Hired servants work from eight in 
the morning until six in the afternoon; but half an hour's intermis­
sion is granted to give them tIme to eat some ready.pl'epared 
victuals. 

Oaneanhul1y (Mysore).-Most of the cultivation is performed by 
the hands of the fa.rmers and of their own families. A few hired eer· 
vants, but no slaves. are employed. .A man-servant gets annaallyof 
ragi 4 oandaoas of SOO seers of 72 inches, or nearly 26. bushels, worth 
at au a.vetage 28 fanams, with 12 faname in money. In all, he 
~e& 40 fa.nams, or £.1 48. llid• The hours of 'Work are from 61 
m. the m<ll'uing until noon, and hOIll two in the aftprnoou until eun­
aet. The nlUDber of holidays allowed is very small; but the eemmt 
ooouionaUr rets four or five dars to repair bis house. 4t Ned·time 



a.nd harvest, a day-laborer gets from Olle-third. to one-fourth 'Of .. 
fa.nam~ or from 2id., to rather more than ltd. a day. Women get 
daily from one-foul'th to one-fifth of a fanam or about ltd. 

Killamangalam, Salem District.-Most of the labor is perform.ed 
by the farmers and their oWn families. A few rich men hIre ye8.rly 
ser\'ants; and at seed-time and ha.rvest additional daily laborers must 
be procured. 'l'here are no slaves. A ploughman gets annually 3t 
eandacas of ragi (20 bushels), worth 28 fanams, with a hut and 16 
fa.nams in money. His wages, beside a hut, are therefore £1 78. Sid. 
The additional expense attending a plough is 3t £anams for imple. 
~nts, and 2 seeds for the hire of day-laborers, or oM oa.ndaca of 
grain, worth 8 fanams, for what the plough will cultivate; in all 50! 
fanams. Add 30 fanams for the rent of the dry field, and we have 
80! fanams of expeuse, besides the interest of the value of the two 
oxen, which, however, is a mere trifle. In an ordinarl year, the pro­
duce, after deducting the seed and the Government s share of rice 
with the stoppages for village officers, according to the farmers, will 
be-

Ragi 45 colagas, worth 
Avaray 19 colagas 
Rice, Hainu ('rop, 85 colagas 
Rice, Caru crop, 571 colagas 

Fanams 

22 
Wi 
35 
23 

90l 
This amounts to just about the expense; but I have mentioned that 
the produce of the dry grains is in this account underrated by at 
least one-half, and I have not brought into the account the half pro­
duce of the I) colagas which the farmers are compelled to cu~vateJ 
and which cObts little or no additional expense. 

The farmers in general consent to advance money to their servants 
for marriages and other ceremonies. This money is repaid by instal­
ments out of the wages that are given in cash; for the people here are 
not anxious to keep their servants in bondage by a debt hanging over 
them. .A day-laborer, whether man or woman, gets daily one-eighth 
colaga of rough rice or frP/Ti parts of a bushel. Of this, it must be 
observed, one-half is composed of husk. 

.. 
The following is an acoount of the wages now (1891) prevailing 

at the places VIsited by Dr. Buchanan in 1800:-
Bhavani.-The ra.tes of wages of the agricultural laborers have not 

much altered since the beginning of the oentury. There are no slaves 
now. The wages of the agrioulturallaboren, who are term.ed padiyals 
and pannialJf, are :&0 bullaha in kind per month and from Re. 2 to RB. 8 
in money. Their wives get wages as other ordinary laborers. 

Day-laborers at harvest, whether men or women, get one to one 
a.ud..a,-b.alf bullah of grain aooording to season and demalld. FoOt 
weeding, transplanting and planting, the laborers are ~d from half 
to tb.lee-iourtha of a bullah. A. laborer worJciDg in the Beld with 
• batobet or oarrying eartb or manure is paid ODe balla.h in kind or 
At. 2 ia eaeh. 




