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To 

SIB, 

JLiNapocw. UtA N",,~118i. 

FRANCIS ):'O\vKE, ElIQ01IIC, 

Rtsident a' Btllaru. 

I am·this day favored witb. your aDBwer to my letter of, the loth. of thi. 

month. The enclosed letter to the Kutwal from you, I have tois instaDt given 

him, he reab. it in my presence aDd immediately observed, ' that he had ne"fer 

received the Hookumnamah, He still considered llimself aa authorized to levy 

an additiollEl.l tax upon all boats with mercbaDdize of three Ru?Oes, exclusive e! 
1he fi.1eO. duty (.If five per cent. on goods. Nor will he be convinced to the con· 

trary without particular orden from yOll expressed in positive terms. As t re

ceived daily complaints on this subjcot, I take the liberty of referring yon to 

my j,etter of the 10th, the B800tid paragraph of which mentions this St¥l)Jct 
more fully, 

I have &c" 

(8<1.) W. W. PLAYDELL 
Mirmpoor, l.5th Novr. 178t, 

APPENDIX. 

RegulationB for the management and collection of the Customs 0.:1 the 

import and export<trade of the Province of Ben ares. 

h r. That whereas, in the orden which 'were issued by the Governor Ge· 

nani to Raja Mehi{l Narain under date the 22nd of Novcmb.cr 1781, it. was en· 

joined that there shcu14 be Chowkies for the collection of the Cust~ms at. onlJ 

three places, namely Gha.zeepore, 'Benarea and Mirzaporc, aod whetell.s it appears 

that notwithstanding this injunctiou, a number of petty chowkies have been es

tablished ror the cullcction of the Customs in different parts of tho W country,. it 
is hereby poaitivoly ordered, tbat no Custom dutieB or exactions of any kind 

shall be oollected on goods passing at auy place, except tue three chowkies above-, 
mentioned .of Ghazeepore, BauMee and Mirzapore. 

2nd. That whereas it was expressly and po.itively ordered in the ~ 

Perwaunab. or 22ud November 1781, that the CUBtomd should not be let to fann 

but rllected by the Amils or agentJI, this order ill hereby repeated and blust be. 
strictly obeyed, and that the Raja. and hiB Naib shall accordingly appoint ·Amila 

at the three above-mentioned IltatioDS of Ghazeepore, Benarea and J4i(Dpore, ' 

who Ib~ti collect the Customs OD behalf of the Raja. 

,3rd. That. the Baja. and his Naib shan autborize and dir" .. the Ami.l$ 

ol th~ CllltOID bouaea of a~po[e. Be;ares and M.irzapore, as!~abl~ \~.-o tbe 
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regulations or the 22nd November 1 '181; I16verally to grant Rowannala: to traders 
or.other persons puaing .goods, on receiving from them the stipn1ated duti., 

and that these RowllotlWl.hs &ball be wued under the II6&ls of their respectiTe 
eUStom hoUses. 

4th. That the AJllils of tlte three abovementioned custom house9 of Oha~ 
'Ieepors, Benarea t\nd Mirzbpore may station Cbowkies in the neighbouring dis

tricts, for the purpose cf preventing gt>OOs fwm paa.aing, whieh have not been. 
regularly entered at one o( the three said custom houses, and they ~ball 9.Coord~ 

ingly be authorized to detain t}:lern until the ownera sha.ll procure regular 

Rowanna.hs. 'l'bat a.greeably to the regulation of the 22nd November 1781, the 

Bowannahs granted at either of the sa.id throe custom housel shall serve to paiI6 

.goods from one 6l:trcmity of tbe province to tbe otber, either by land or by 
~ 

wa'trr, anMhat the offiee!'8 of the other custom houses and at the out St&tiODJ 

m\YIA endorse tho Rowannahs and d-.spatcb the goods without demanding. any 
other duty 0:\' fee· whatsoever. 

5~ That the Amils at the three principal cust.om houses, and the officers 

at the out·stations, shall be particularly careful to create no unnecessary delay 

on entering or (lassing goods. 

[6th. That the rate of cua.toms to be exacted on all goods shall be :; pet' 
ocnt. on their fixed valuation, agreeably to the regula.tions formerly established 

by tho Governor Genemlon the 22nd November 1781, except the following arti~ 

oles viz. saffron, cinnlWloD, rn~, cloves, nutmegs, cochineal, raw Bilk, broad cloth. 

Europe iron, steel, and copper, the duties on which were red.ced to 21 percent. 

by the orders of the Hon'bla tho Governor Oenel·a.1 in Council of the .8th of 

Aiml1782, and except also the silk piece goods tnanufacturl:d ;n Ben38-1 and 

imported (rom thence, the rate on which was thereby reduced likewis" t4 2i 
per cent. 

7th. That the vall1ation-established in the list and table, annexed to the 

G~vernor deneral'8 orders of the 22nd November 1781, shall be continued.:for 

all articles therein mentioned, elcept only Chowe.d or (lOwtails, tl:e valuation of 

whieh is herehy fixed t\lI (011"w8 :-white Chowers of every sort and quality at 4: , . 
Rupees per seer, and blaok of every 80rt and quality at 3 Rupees, instead of 12 

Rupess, at which both aorta or this article erroneously stand rated in the liat 

abovementioned) 

8th. That the ve:tue.of all articJe& cot specified in the sa.id list or r.bIe, 

shall 1M deterDIlne4. by their quality and tbe market price of the place at which 

<tbey ~ entered, oonformably to the formal' regulation of the 22nd ~o"Vember 

1781'. 

9tA:;Tbe.t goode: than pay duti61 only once, if abey &ball reDJt.in in\t~e-' 
!>"ii1!! Ion~' tbIID ".1"" 01\" th •• ,10 0{ 0.. Ro.aJIDIh, it will·be ....... 
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-.:ry that" new Ro .. anuab will be takell Clut; and a.ccordiIl&ly 011 tbfl old Ro
.t.nnabe being reatored, IUlId oath being made by the Ollt'Uerll, or proof being ob
tained all sworD. Ind good 6Tideuee t<.l the identity of tile gooda. a n .... ODe .baU 
be pnted ",ithout any further demand of dutiee. 

lOIn.. That "ber'tllU it appears that other dutiel, and exactions bave heeu 
eclleoted at Mirzapore. be1Iidel the establisbed rate of !i per ~nt. on cotton im

ported froUl Nagpore aud other paru of the DeOC&Il, thili pnctice iii Itriatly 

prohibited f~ .. r the future. 

I11h. That DO dutiell or au.ctions of atly kind be <l.llmanded or colhded 
in future O,D empty boats. 

12th. 'I'hat the Res.ideut Iltld the Ameen snan appoint 8. Mut.al!ddef' 

each on his II6p1lrate behalf, (,I)' olle joiutly for both, at tiach of the three oUltom 

hODles abovementioned, who 8h~li keep a 4.l<xabilah or chock ,accuunt of al.I.u.he 

receipts of customs, aud n l'1.lf,lular rCI;;~ter "f all ROI"fl.nuabs iSlIuej, or endul1Ie

ments made on the Rowuullahs of the othe~ custom houses, and .shall tlllUII

mit copiea of t.he same to 'the lIe!lldent and Ameen monthly, or M oftlNl t.II they 

may be required. 

18th. That these l·egulttdullS. II.l1d the correded ·table of \'ahlO.i.ion be 

published and Rffi."ted 011 the Gutcherr-iell of the three CU/itom houses ot Gbl12ee

pore, J:lenares a.nd Mit"Ulpore, a.nd pen"-lty denollnccn for CVl'ry t.u"lIo.;h of t.hem, 

namely forfeiture to the iujured per9vna of douhlc the exce~ collected, !loud the 
Raja and hia Naih shall be cMt'fuJ to remll\'e frum their office all peno"l1 who 
may be guilty of ~agrant offences, or who by theIr clI.rele8Sueas Ilnd inattention 

cause uunece~811ry trouble to the mercha.nt&. 

In compliance with the orders of Government of the 26th Decem

ber li87, the Rc.'!ident sUbm;ttcJ the fonowing report with Do view to giv~ 
iug effect to the new .ikgu!a.tions connected wit.h the comtll#rce of the 

:senares Province. 

To 

EA.RL CORNWALLTS, K. G. 

GQwrnor Gem.rai in Coullcil. 

My Lotm. 

I received, on the 24th Ultimo, your Lordship'S directions in Council. 

of the 26th of December on Mr. Barlow'. report, and baYing on the 12th Instant 

recci\"ed '&180 the Forms, from the Governtnent Custom Mallter, wbich "I»"e nece,;: 
. . /!ar] for the execution of the regulationl!l, ~rap~li~nded 

{lte,.id.mf. reply 011 lIr . tC o R I ,. f G • "HM' I ~"I 
~Io~'. reporw. U In ~... 610 U IOIlI 0 OVfNlmer.t t~11 ........ , 't.'~ , 

with as little delay as potsible, prooe(Il to i~1i ·the 
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t'I~ orden in comequence : but, having rtloei,.ed the Inatructiou during my 

pre!leDt circuit, and tbe lattet' ptlrt of them, when I "'*,8 far from any 0UIt0m

bouae or be&d Bta-tioD. whence they could bave been with proprietf ianed, I think, 
tbe Board' will lL.pprove of my deferring it tiB I.reaoh Joullpoor, which will be in 
10 or 12 days beDe,. Mean.·.bile, I IJba.ll devote a part or my time to the draw! 
lng up of the intellderl Regal .. -tluftll ~,?r the (;ommercial Court of JUlltice a.nd the 

promulgation of tile new system; before my tran.!lmission of whioh, I herewith 

'8ubmit to your oollsideration what I myself l\ave done since my arrival in the 

District, on the greundll afforded principnlly by Mr. Barlow's Report, a view 

'Of which will connect the present situation of things with the state of the cus·· 

t omll, as eJ:hihited in thd Gentleman's valuable report; and thereby set in a 

oelearer point of vie'P' the fUlther Regulatiolls, which are the object of your 

Lo~".sbip's ~lLte commandL 

For tbis purpol!e, I now transmit an extracted copy of all my PrDCeefijngft· 

Not print.d. on tb@ customl, (If which I shall, in this address, Itate 

the substance; referring to the dates specified in the margin, for the detail of 
-each par:ticuiar. 

:frhe principal c"liRting srievancell noticed in Mr, Barlow's 1.tP.port, lXIay be 
"Claased uuder: the following heads :-

111. TLe enlJanced duties on silk. 

2nd. 'fhe numerous VCIation8 011 the SennallSee merchants, including the 
-dauLlc duties at Min.H.pole. 

3ril. The Zemindaree or Ralldaree a.nd Chool""llh duties, 

In regard to th~ 5rst article, thc Bonrd will find, by the Prceel:dil'lgs noted 

l ,5th October,1787, ill margin, that it has been completely remedied by 
Not priuted. all eof(}tccment of the 6th .Article of the Cullom 

House Regulalions, .. hieh directll th~t a.ll silk and silk piece goods ahalt pay Du

ties at the rate of only 21 per oent, This reduced duty, as well as the :Cull 

5 "per cent. on cotton Piece Goods are (as Already sufficiently uplaioed in Mr, 

Barlow's Report) paid by the Sennassee aud the Trnkee merchants, not OD. the Book 

25th Ocwber 1787. 
Not printed. 

of Rates, to which all other merchanb, have been hi· 

therto Buhjeot at the four general Custom Houses of 
BenarM, Mirtapoor, Ghazccpo6r and Jounpoor, bt!t UpOI.l the "Valuation in the 

<'ompania Rowannah, a privilege that bore certainly hard a.nd operatGd 8J!J & 

gnevll.DOe on the native .. nd settled merchants of Bonare" and is, besidea, lirect. 
ly coq.trary to the principles of any regular system of D\ltill8 operating in the 

• same country for tbe fa.ir advantage of Government j yet, finding it "qt horiaed' 

vaa. ~iDg. 25th Oc. and confirmed by the sanction of the then Relid6Dt 
lob« .aU _ No,.,mbe.. and the Raja's authority, I bave of coum main~neI. 

.17;t,t.~ them in these privilegts; tho~Gh, in col18equeD.ce 01 .. 
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petition presented to me the ds.y I left Bel1&N8, by the ~llCipll native m~tA; 
of that city (a translation of whIch is recorded in the Proceedings lI?ted in the 
mugin) I tbougbt myself compelled. in jUiltlee to their a,TideDt rigMa, to otd .. 
that the duties paid by them should, on the 3rd Article of Silk, and' Silk and 
Cotton Piece Goods imported from the eaatward, that is, from Bengal, or Behe.r, 
be levied in like manner &II thoBe of the Senna.ss!e!J ~nd Irakees on the valuation 
in the Company's RowlLnnab, Bud not on that of the Book or Ro.tea. 

At the' same time that I point (.ut the hardahip that then existed on the 
<general line of mercha.nts, by the {aVO!: 80 long e:r:elusivelJ SbeAA'D, as above, to 

tho two classeaof Senoasl!ees and Irakecs, I have no doubt but the terms granted 
to them were well intended, with a view t,o drAW back lIuch important cluse.s 

(If merchants to make use of their former route, and to fix taeir commerce .. , 
and all tao benefits arising from it, in its former channel. The M.:ne motives , 
prev~led on me lately, enoouragcd, indeed, as I was, by the fanner precediWt. 
to avail myself of a similar opportunity, that offered by a petition ,resentJ' (Jf 

, .... hieh a translation will be found in the Proceedings marked in the margin) from 
4~h Docember 1781. sundry mercho.nts of Kflbul. Punjaub, Mul~aun and 
Not print.ed. Lahore, who, to ILvoilt the beRvy ,5 per cent. duties, 

have hitherto transported their ~ods over tbo bills from Patna., hut, wbG 
agreed, on being admitted to the same privilegcB as the Scnnissies a.rtd the Irakees, 
to make the road of Renares the common channel of their trade, whi(lh must 
no doubt render the amount of tho Customs payable on tbeir goods a ele-iI' gain 

.ud increase to the Raja, unless the preference thus shewD to tbis peculiarly 
favored Custom hoWle of Sennasaica, should have discouraged the other general 
traden to such a. Jegree as to counteract, or more than countcrvail such n:-",ly 
acquired BonTee of revenue, the considcmtion of wllich possibility operated with 
me, in extending Unl same favor to the Benaree merchants in general, within 
a fortnight afterwards. by which I have only ~nueed so far, anticipa.ted the effects 
of the Board'sla.te orders, the "HI Article of which makes the RO",Oonnabs, aDd 
Dot the Book of Rat~s, the Rule for ascertaining the value of all imports from 

BeQgal and Behar, by which the merchants in geoeral will be rendertf<i most COIl
tented and thankful, whilst those belonging to the Senna.asec Depa.:tment, Vim 
have no just r~50n tv complain. 

The 2nd gener"l branch of the Customs, 1Il respect to whiclt I haTe en· 
deavoured to correot the irregularities and eppreslIiolls described in Mr. Barlow's 

. Report, relates to the Sellll8.86iel'l. who are, 1 believe, mO!t completely satisfied by 
tbe fonowing orders passed in their favor;-

r 
II" Freeing: them from tbe oppreaaion of being sllbject. to one "Dellal 

appoinW over them hy tbe authority of the Raja and his predooeuonl, ~~ from 

. the )dllty exacted from. them on their'remittances, :which they a1'8 nc:\J . " .ijbert1 

.~ lmak~, as well as to ouy 81J.~ sell,' thre~b, and with who~~ Jiat. 
,T.be RaJah'. reven~o ~~m ~D. thlS acoo~t only a 10 .. of RI, 6fO'~~~~ 
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11th s. ....... _ 1181. '. He ... present when tbe &bolition wu In&de,' &lld 

. NO. p.;a$ed. aeemed convinced of the propriety of it ; I do not 

ttieref'ore imagine he will claim anI deduction on t hat ACCOunt, 

Ditto. 

'rut'. by enforcing the order for reducing the 
o 

~uty. 0.0 ,ilk piece goods as above observed. 

3rd. By abolishing the double duties &t Mit-
zapore. 

By abolishing the duty on boau hired at Mirzapore, and leaving it 
to the merohllntl to provide their own boats without ~ 

Ditto. 
the intervention of Government. In Mr. Barlow' •• p--: 

pecdi:l, this article ie in!lerted among ~be choorah-coHec:tioDI, and elltimated at 
&:',532.f"O Iter Il.nnum. It W&.ll II. very heavy grievance, ond the merchants are 
vel'" thankful for it,., being dilOOntinued a.tId until they requeBt it, no new ghat 
Ji.'njoole shat.!, be appointed there. • 

Ditto. 

By prohibit.ing t he &ddiliooa1 duty OD good. colleoted at Hulliah, .. 
particularly pointed out in Mr. Barlow's Repor t and 
Appendix. 

6~h. By (frdcring proper regard to be paid at Mirzapore 1.0 the security 

Ditto. 
of their property from robben. In thilll'Cllpe<:t, cus
t om appears to havo introduced a rule sufficiently fa

'Vorable to t,hom, whieh is, that, in case tbey are robbed at Mirupore, they reo 
cover t hc nloe oC one half of their property from the prodVce of the custODl'. 
This extends, of course, to t he odler clwcs of Beopnries nnd Tradct'6. 

7(,1, . At tbe repeat.ed request of those meroballt!, and having before me 
11 th and 2200 SeptemMr. Mr. Barlow's recommendation, which J. believed, would 
:Not printed... hn\'o the greAt weig~t it deserves, on such a point with 

Government., I conseoted tha.t tIle Sennaaaees should pay the duty on the shawl 
g~s impbrted by them ·from toe west.wII,rd, on the vtl.luation contained in: the 
Beejuck or oountry-Invoice, instead of the arbitrary '·3.1uation put thereon by 
the Custom. house officers. It is observable, t.hat ti,is duty was reduced to 2i 
per cent. long before my Ilrri"al, but., on wha.t partieulR.r ooouio~, I CADnot trace, 
farther than from the verbal refMJri of the Custom Master bere, that it w ... 80 or

dered during Mr. towae', last ·Reildeney. /The only alteration made, therefore, 
by me, in this resp6<lt, baa been, fixing, o.t firat in fa.vor oftbe Sennassees, t.he rule 
fOr asoertllining tho 'Value on which suoh reduced rate of duty was to be qJoulll.

t.ed, tp be: the value .pecified in the Beejuok or Invoice, alld tbe- other merohanta 
of Be!la.ret having soon after applied fo r the &ame privilege. I tho}lgbt, that 

justice ~ strongly required my oonsentin" to tbeir request, that I yiel9ed t o it, 
11Stb. o.&.r 1787. &.8 will be found in ths Prooeeditlga.matked io the Ill'-1i'!....... gin, .. th&~ -"""« "to til. ezialing ,,,to... ts.. 
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APe .. az1.iolea or oommeroe, which do DOt pay in proportion to the ?l1uatlorr Til" 
&lM Book 91 Rates, or to the ooouioo&l appraiaemBDu of tbe Cllstom-HoUl or.,.. 
fioel'l, but upon o!be price in the Oompa.ny'. Rowannab: and u.tive IDifoioe, ~" 
,Raw Sillt and Sillt and Cotton Piece Goods Q1Qtding ~o the former, andaba.wl. ilt 
conformity to the latter; but with regM'd t.the leat, or the duty f1f abaw,k; its. 
remt.ining at tbe present mndam being eootRlofy. t().your last inetructions, 
UDl_ M rae as rega.rdtl the shawls consumed in· the District of .Benat'eft, I would.· 
h~ve immediately proceeded U;. raise it as. before to [) per cent., b1lt ooDflidering 
that 10 sudder. an enbaneement of tbe rate might wry materiaHy tend to the · 
<pt'6judice of the merchanta conoerned in this branch of traffio. I think it best to· 
submit., 18 I now do, the cirellmst.a.nc~ to your Lordship for y~u[' further orders, 
tirstas to the quantum of the duty, and secondly as to tbe mode'of ascertaining 
the value, on which tha.t rate shall be valued; that is,' whetb.er on the Be~uclt 
or otherwise 1 

8th. Tbe ScnnlSsees complninoo nbo, thnt the Daroga pt the Mi1"JtQt~e 

16th October 1787. cUijtom did not Buffer them 1.0 buy (lotton from any 
Not printed. other than the Deccan Mel'chants, "hiol. b"!l ooen aleo'[ 

prohibited, and the Sellnassees left at liberty to purchase (lotton or nuy other 
goods, from whatever cla..<s of Merchants they could agree with. In f!lOt, this 
oppoaition hal!. no other foundation 'than an apparent jealousy of the M·irzapoor 
Collector agaiost the Sel).nnssees, because they had eBtabli~bsd a I>Elparate custom 
houae for tbl'IDSCives at Beue.t'l'S, aud thorefore paid nothing at Min.a.poor.) 

The article of the double duties lUI notioed under the 3rd of the precsd· 
.ing articles, I four-d the most difficult, tedious, and perplexed of all, in '!O
much that, although 1 ordered the abolition thereof on the 15th of October, it 
was not, till just before I left Bena.res in :Janu!\ry, that 1 could get the Decclo.u 
merchants to agree to the }k\ymeut of the reb'1llar duties, their opposition to 

.bioh, and adherence to their ~a.buck-Duatoor, which they ·paid both on ex-

16th October 1181. ports and I mports, was the real cause of, or at least 
~ot printed. the origiual plea for the continuation of tb~ese double 

dutie8. The proceedings noted in the Margin, contain the whole detail ·of 
what baa p:UI>ICd on this suhject; but in case your Lord~hip be iUQliLled to refer 

to \hem, 1 mlliitrobserve, that some prut of tIle information, lUI to the caUBB8 

and grounds aft and distinction observed in re~peot to the double duties,. parti· 
euhrly tbat from Mecr Kumher Ali, who, as bring !.hen CoUeeter of the Customs 
at Mirzapore, had the best opportullity of affording aecurate intelligence, is 
usverthelear. so obscure, inde60ite and unsatisfactory, tba.t no clear 'or distinot 
ideaJoan thence be easily found, which may, I haHefe, be ucribed to the aaid 
Collector, not baving bimselfa clear conception of the matter he W&6 treatjng of. 

The 9lOplaDations afforded on this subject, by his prede0e8ltOf Meer Had,., and. 
,..ho is liD,.. &pin in office appear more eatisfa.ctory. and thence, a8 ,..ell tuI "from, 
.u~ other information (. I .have procured'j it appear&, that tll. ~ ~f!!I',: 

(~ta bavin«,"or since the ~tabli.hmeQt of tho preaent CutoDt:~r&toI, . 
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• 
ehjt!cled to them, had been allowed to ctmtitLl1e to PIlY, what I, no. &Dowa by 
\he appel.tion of the Sahuok DUBtoor or former ratee. Tbis pro~~d., 00 ..... , no 

immediate pecunia.ry loa. to tile Ra.ja or Gov"rnment; on the aontnrt}. it WM 
and baa COJltlnued 80 tnuch clear gain on the Deocan ImportA, b6cauBt, after 

paying Inch Sa.buc'k Duetoor, if the -neQCatl Importer 'lVU inolined (whicb .... , 

lIeldom the caa&) to carryon hi8,ggod!l further, he W!IJi ohliged before he abt.a.ined 

~ Rowanollh from, Mimpc;e, to pa.yalso what il QOW a:nown by the English 

Term of tbtll'e1Wiit or Custom·Hou8C duty of [, percent. a. WM allO the caM 

with the SennRliS8e Merchants, in cases where they themselves imported good. 

from the Deccan, with only thi' difft!rence in the mode thlJ.t the Se~na_el paid 
the Permit part of the daties of euch importation at Benares. But, aI it 
gener.Uy happell8 that tbe DecelLn ~Ierohauts (who Bre also the principal 1m· 

porters from that Country) transport their goodB no {arthur thaD Mirzapore, where 

arter"paying.!he Se.buek Dustour, t1ley Bold them to the Merchants of this country 
whether SennlUl8e68 or or other Cllll~, these latter were obliged to pay the Penuit 

du~A. eithe, at ~irzapore or Benkll'es ("ceording 1\8 they happened to be ge~eral 
tnflrchantll or Sennaasecs) on the BamI' goods hefore they got a Rowannab for them. 

In hke molnner, the article of exports to the Deccan, if sold hy tbe merchantll of 

th is country to the Decoa.n r .... dera at h.1inapore were, n otwithstandiug their 
hRving already paid the l)ermit dutieR, ngaill"cllarged with the Sabmk Dustoorr 

Pll.yable by the Dooca.n elporters. The only 1lJ.~!II! 1\·110 appear to have been 

exClupt from this dOllble duty, were tile 'J'lmllui('s or fixed and resident merchant.!! 

uelollgillg: to the mart of Minapore, alld t.he reasoll (u;"i~lled by Meer Hady (or 

this degree OrraYOr being shewn to them, WR:\, tbat from their huing houses and 

being resident.s at Mirzaporc, they paid, in t.hal capMity, certaiu cesses, which , 
the othen, nawely the Selme.ssees and the gent!rnl 'm~ettled Beopary Of merchants 

di4 IIllt, from v·lhien consideratioll tho~e 'fhauuies had, he "aid , stood exempted 
fronl tile nouhle dutil'S, cit_hor a8 expol't.'~l's or importeTli. IJllying only unc<'!' those 

uf 111 1" Permit, ~.he eetal'S pnid hy the~e 'J'hll.l1uieB were (as described by the Baid 

U I\lly) fIJI followlI:-

hi. ~ Behry Desscra or A{'knowledgement all till" ocr.asion 

or ' .he gn~at 1l.1InuII.I H IIIrlO<1 holiuays Jia., 120 O· 0 

2~. Ditto on tIle H UDley FesEvtll, 
" 

120 0 0 
0 ___ _ 

Toh'! Rs., . 2",-0 0 0 

P.t'f/. Khan .. Shumary, otherwise r~'l.lled Ghur Dewary, 

n. ~Il.t. paid for their ~OUIWl to the Collector of the Land Revenue 

to tue ~imated amount o( !.bout,... 2,000 , 0 --Grand Annual Total,... 2,2tO 0 0 
--"--. . 

_On tit. :vie ... of the matter, considering tbat thee: a'dditioaal ~ "l(I' 
~ ~! .,.., H .p..81 an .. deql1ate oan.ideratio~" (0 ocet.llion the extlmP~ 11:,. 
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the·ThaUlliea (tom the opeM.tioQ or the double-dutle8 on their owu i.mpartation&~ 
and exportations, were luch doubl..duuea in themselves at all ju.ti6.able ("hio~ 
wnot, howev,r, be admitted, as they are not only oontrary to · the letter ot 
the Co.tom haul\) or Permit Regu\",tlonll, but operate in fact aI a. hu .. vy burt.heu 

. beyond wbat the Government intended flhould be levied Oil the major part o,r the 

Trade to and from the Deooa.n in general:) ~" hopiDg, st the same tim6, that 
. it might be possible to convince the reuon of those PerIOD.! known Iludel' thf' 
name 0.£ the Decc.a.n march.utl, wbo, generally apeaking, trade .no furtber thatl' 

Miuapore, t..'lat it WQuid in reality be DO detriment to t hem, but no the contra., 
fY. prne the means of lightening the burtben on their trade in general, if they 
would at once consent to pay the Permit in&tead of the Snbuck·Oustoor, a differ
ence which those who bought of them at MiCZllpore, could ur ought to have DO 

objectiO[l to make up to them in their sale prices, BJl they would thereby [lot 
- . 

only save themselves the etpenae and delay of paylng for, aDd taldi..g out a new 
Rowannah, but ultimately bo ablo to hring the Deccan Goods to marker un-

• • burtbened with the Sabuck-Duatoor, I i!8ued the order alrc~ msntioued, pro-
hibiting tho Sabuck-Duiltoor, and, of OOU\"f!e, the double·dutle8 in whatever 

lhape; but although I had partioularly deBired the grounds of ihis ordor to be 
27th Octoh8r 1781- 6zpwned t~ the said merehanf.tl, r ROOD found they 
Not printed. - strengly oppoaed it; I therefore lent Meet Hady on 

my own part, to Mirzapore to ende~vour to prevail on them-to accept it, but witb
out IUccees, and as I had reB.8on to euppo~e. thnt aU this Will in .ome meaa lU'O 
owing to Kurnber Ali, the Collector of M.irzapore, not being corn idly inclined to 
the reform, and aa, from ignortt.nC8 or some other motive, he even ap?8~rod to 
have driven these merchants to a 80rt of desperation, by demanding of them 
the Pormit rates ~ their c.lports, which OIU/lt have_ previously once paid them 

before tbey could reach Mirzapora, and on which the plain meaning of my o~er 

l itlt Nonm~ 1787. therefore required. that nothing either in the way of 
Not priD.~ Sabuck.Dustoor or Permit 6boul~ ,be demanded, I th.ere-

fore wrote to the Raja to recalh the said Collector altogether, nnd to rest.:l1'13 
Meer Hady, who had been dismissed 80me time before my arriviI for no adequa~e 
CRUse that I could trace, and as ho wnll from former experience, weii' acquainted 
wi'tn the business, and with the varioul elMles of morchant.!! trnding to Mirza
pore, I had great hopes of his being able to bring those of the Deccan by de-

- groes to uoderlolAnd the fair and beue6cial principles on whioh the order was 
founded, In the meantime he waa directed to ahlltain altogether from making 

any collectione on account of the Sa.buck-Duatoor; but merely to examine and 

take an account of the good. imported by the Deccan metchan~ &lid to collect 
the Pennit duties thereon from 'Whomsoever should putchaea tbem. Thi.reatoted 
naJ:,gha or Colledor, loon after hie arrival, advised me, that ~e mere4ahte in 

14th Dece~bor 1787. queetion had at length agreed to the Permit dutia. 
No1. p~nt.ed. in tbis mapner, that the Bl'Qkere through who~. their 

~el were made, should withhold the amount of such duliee and ~ them illto 

~o Chlitom HoUle, wJiioh ptipOlitioD WU 1000. after repeated ."... me- .P1 ~, . 



nM'nm.Un:l of' Bt"NAR'U. 

Utb 'n_her 178'1. principal of these merchant .. wbo. themMit'd. tune 
NQt prin\l!d. to Bellaret fot the plU'pOl8. and noW' declued t1My 

were bappy at the abolition of the S&bnck-Dll8toor. but, u· the mode in 
W'hieb they thus agreed to pay the ne", dntieBj Beemed still in lome degree 81:' 

cep'tiO!lable, lUI inltead of paying it tbemaelv9l, And oharging the amount or it, u 
they ought to do on their u.lea, tl:fey left it to be deducted from, and taken out 

of the price of tbe goods when sold by them. I availed myself of their com· 

ing to Benares, pel'llOnally to rellllOn the matter with them, and they Il.t. 

length consented to art in tbis reapect like other merchanta, "as will be 

Been by their agreement to this effect, recorded in the Proceedings marked 

5tb J&DIW',. 1788. in the margin, 110 that Sabuck-Duatoor and consequent 
Not priIlted, Double-Duty have ~n at length aboliebed, ''''hieh 

... i11,..l hope) prove agyeeable to Government. '1'0 obtain their consent, T found it 
u","ul, to 'agree either wholly or in pt\rt, to several roquests preferred by t hem 

o~ ihilii OCC!\.8ion, the pR.rticulan of whillh will be found recorded in the urne 

da.y~ ProoeI!tljn~; and wbeD in thecoursc of my present cjtcuit I reach Miml'Ote, 
16th Decamber 1787. I shall be able by a uearer h18pection into the IItate 
Not priDted. of tbings at that place, to con-ect any remaining iM't'gtt-

IAritle!, and to mark the operation of the orden for the aholition of the Sa.huck 

Dustoor, which cannot, I presume, conlltitute llPy just plea for reroiASion by the 
Rajl, ain08 &lthougb· its IImount be not inconsiderable (being litH-ted in Mr. 

Barlow's acoount of the Choora.h Collectiona for 1193, at Rs. 23,706.11-3, alld 

by Kumber Ali at a atill larger aggregate) yet of ht!ing in its nature totally repug

nant te, and incoDaistout with the system for the collection of the duties on Trade, 

as elltablishsd by Mr. Hastings, wheu he mllde the permane,t settlement with 

the present Raja., and contradictory to the 4th and 10~h Articles of the Regula

tioos of the 21st Octo\)er 1 nu, I should rather Jllppose, that, in slrict.nea" our 
Government might reclaim the whole of theae extra collectiontl from the Zetnindar, 

t.hn that he CAn claim-any deduction for their abolition. Before I quit this 

head of ~he double· duties at MirZ!4pf)re, it will be proper to mentiou as in 
tome meo.aure conneoted with the subject of them, that, at the common soli<;.i-

tation of both the Deccan and Native Thanny or Ret. 
Itlt.h n-mber 1787. 
3rd &lid 7ib J&DUU.Y 1186. tIed mercbanUl at Mil"T.apore, I aholished the Beya or 

Not printed. Weighing fee at that m~rt, which haq. during some 

yea.rs past, heen f&1'Dled from the coller,tor of the Customs there, at a certn.in 

.um for the benefit of the public revenue, but, which operating (as: set forth 

at large in the petition of the merc~ts recorded in the proceedings marked in. 

the margin) as II. heavy grievance on them, I ordered the Raja to abolish, and lUI 

1M 'did Do~ lll!em Intil't!ly pleased with the measure (aa per Ris answer, J'eOOI'.ted 

in the irooeediDgi of the 7th or January) I took occasion in my reply to inti

&.r.&.·io .him, that moel according to the custom house Regulations, be peeseuad 
110 rigli.t to, but wu, on the contrary, expressly prohibited from hnni;g any oftiee 

~~t.e~, I.could Jlot, tberer~re, vie ... hil.aeq~~oe in the ordeS. 
~ _, ~ on 'bis ~ bllt .. being no mori tbaa ... .hat 'i;0Yer'U1DflI6"'d ' 

.'ii. 
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' a right to enln'oe. .In fact thia Hi ouIy a 'fr!rf.lmaU part, amounting. t.OCOt'Q. 

iIIg io Mr. Barlo"'1 appendix for 1193, to RII 2:,866·0.3 of the Choorah . Colleo. 

tionl, which, ~ the Board'. late order. they appear to w~h' to hI.,.. eourely 

abolillhed, and therefore, 00 el'ery IIOOOnnt. I thinlr: your Lordship will arppro.e of 
my having taken upon my181f thua Car to gratify all the c:...e. of merol:.antlt at 
Minapore. 

A;other favor which, on thill occasion I be!towed on the 'Phaony or IlIt

tled na.tive meroha.nt.s of Miru.pore, wa.a enmpting them from the Toll or houao 
w, which nnder the denomination of Ghurdewary or KbfUl~" Shumar,. the, 
have been lubject to pILy t.o the Collector of the Land ~venue of the Per
gllDnah, in wbioh that mart ia aituated. It does not at. moat exoeed 2,000 ~ 
per £Dnum, and the collection of it left the merchanb greatlyexpoaed to tbe 
effect.. uf the caprice of the Land Collector, as affording him a const!lnt p~~a to ' 
.. nd his peona and people into the ·mart wbere their hOU8~ are aituated, either' to 

~ .. , . 
oolleot the Toll or to aa&eBl!l it. The Petitioners were therefore "tnOI'fl; than oroi-
nlorily IIilicitioU/J to be e.r.empted froln hi! authority, and all I believed it to b~ Cor 
the advantage of Government and even of the Raja'lI own TreMury. as tending to 
tbe encourag1lment of Tt9.de, to take off every vexatious or llneaaential re~traint 
on tbe iobabit&ntB of so important a centre of commerce as Mirzapore, I con· 

lIented to tbe merchant'll .....,ueat· for the abolition of 3rd JaIlu&ry1788. --.. 
Not prioted. the TaJ: io quelltion, Ly which they will be freed from 

ell interference of the Officers of tbe Laud Revenue, .and be lIubjeot only to the 
Judge wbo will be appointed to that Town and to the CoJ1ector of the Govern· 
ment Custom all far as regarda the payment of their duties. I also made the 
Regulation generd not only in favor of the immediate Petitioners, but of aU thOBO 

merchants who, occu.pyiD.g hou$ee within the boundaries o.fthe mart of Mirzapore, 
paid bn their Trade the regular oustom house duties, all wbich will, I trust; 
meet with your Lordship's approbation. .;. 

,. 
Besides the above articles of gratification to the merohants of llirzapore, 

th-ose of the "Deccan presented, on the .occasion of tbeir consenting m ·tbe Permit. 
duties, a WajilruJ.dlZ or aeries of requests, on IStlveral pointe of detailwbieh tLey 
wished to have alterationl made in, and to which I consented (as already intimat
~) as far lUI I mougbt I could· with propriety, (tbe particulars wheteof are con
t&ined in the Proceedings marked in the margin) defelTing the further iQ'feltiga
tioD of the .ubject till my arriva.l at that atation, in the conne of my preaent 

circnit. 

The neJ:t and lut general heM, in regard to whiob I have interfered, hal 
been reapectini the Rahdar,. or Zemindaree duties, which the Raja agued to 

7tb oCto"ber NUl SSth aboliBh in October laat, .. nd aoeordingly a c1auae 11'. 
I»oembtr. in&erted itt all the CabooJ8fl1ltI. of the rentenl fOr . the 
~_t ,ear, b~dini t!tem not to ooll~ the .aid dut.i.es, and ltipg.1&till{tbat ~ 
IU oaAI .. b .... they abould' b. found to have collected. them, the& "'uould·" ~J 
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a penalty of S times the amount, whieh I am sorry to uy, I believe althougtlibm ' 
is frequent oocaaion to exa.ot, u"I have found in lome instances ainoe I ellteftd .. 
my preeent circuit, the pllrlicula.ra of which will be found noticeJ: in the 116T4r&J 

C(UIe of KUllim Beg IIh_n, 
ReuterufCh"wUA, Proo&ed· 
ins- Hth Feb.-uar,.-17S8. ' 

. Du.of ZemiDd~r of Burbi. 
G~wn. P!'Oe6tldingl 2Hh 
lo'ebru&l'y 1788. 

proceeding' marked i? the margin, J'et, I hope to · be 
able, in the course of the present year, to effect the 0 

gellenJ oJ,laervance of the · prohibition, to which a regu
Ia.r attention to the Commercial Court of J uatice wiU 
no doubt greatly contriLute, 

The Zcminda.ree duties, thus formally abolished, are stated in Mr, Barlow', 
Report to amount to about 60,000 Rupees per annum. They conlliatOO prin
oi(mlly in the collectiou of duties on the transportation of grain and other Ilrli· 
des ('t merc~nndize, In some parts of the provinoe, particularly througbout the 
div;,ion of 'Gbueepore, the cuatom honae offioon have always made Rahdary col
lei)"i?ll! on grain and somB other articles (the amount of which, a9 flU" 119 regArd. 
the article or ~in, contained in the Proceedingi of !:he 26th of October) yet, 

Vidll Proceeding .. 26th this did not prevent the Zemiudara or Am.i1f:1 from 001-

October 1787,20tb Febru· lecting their Tolls on the same articles, and in the 
ary178!!. 

Not Priuted, same Pergunnahs, the pa.rticullU'l!l and rates of aU 

which l hope to be able BOon to lay before the ,Board, and it is remarkable, that 
the duties on the inland traneportation of grain and on some other articles have, 
whether collected by tho custum houae officerf:l or the Zemindars. Jx..eu alway, 
taken according to the Sabuck Dustoor, and not io. proportion to the custom 
houlle rates, which have, however, heen the rule in respect to the generality of 
other goods,/ All these Zemindaree-Ra.hdary duties, and thOle on the ioland 
ll'!l.USPOl'tatiou of grain, whether collected by the Cu,tOIIl bouses or the AmiJs and 
Zel1l inda1'8, have nDW been ordered to be abolished: the fi1'8t, or the Zp.mipdaree 
duties without any loss to Government, llB the Amila agreed in th!;! ir Cilbou
Jecut not -to demand "anything on that aCCDunt j hut, with regard to that 
pn.rt of tbe duties Dn the inland transportatioJ' of grain, cDllected by the CUI

t om house officera, and calculated to amDunt to Rs. 12,707·0.0 per annum I 
• • 

bel~eve, the Raja relies on an equivalent remissiDn Dn that aCCDunt. This 148t 
article i! not however to. be aboliiJ,ed till the 26th instant, owing to a miMpprebe.n_ 

siou concerning part of the order pafilled in October 
Vide Proeeediogll 20th for the general abolitio.n Df the Rahdary duties, aa the 

Fobrual'y1188. 
cUlItom·houae officers, DO whDm part of thDse Cbow

kies Are dependaot, cannot eu.sily escape detection if they disobey any order 
iasued to them. I ha'Ve uo. do.ubt but their ebare of the 8&id colleotions, that ill 
tbe dlltie. on the inland tranlportation of grain under tbat department, wi] be 
no 10llger taken, hut, with regard to the Zemindaree Mehal&, nothing but time 
and a strict atteDtioD to puni8h thoae who ma.ke the prohibited colleotiutlll, . will 
elfeet ·their real aoolition. For tbe partics from long habit tbink theie tou. u 

blU~ t.b,eir ~gbt loS the grain ', that groW! in tbeir ~!lds, ~ I ·am.orTy tp ~ 
't1iat,. althoutn the Rajn readill agreed in October to their ,general UolitiM . ' . ' 
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(0'0 m, prohibitioo. to him of the 7th ~f that month .. fuU1::r.d~d 00 an Obaer,.ltioa 

ita Mt. Barlo .. •• Report) 00 tbe id. tbat it ,hould not prove any lola to 00Tern~ 
iJ,sot, yet ,i~ my preeeot circuit. du:ri~ ... bic:h t hav{;\ t.I above noticed, found 
occaaioa to exact the fint of :I timet the amount ft'OlU 80me penolls, who had 

"acted oontrVY to the prohibition, he haa late!yappeared ·l'8.ther willing to· be
come tbe ad"oca.te of tbe patties 10 offending', 'by ploo.dJng, aa be did to me, A 
ft!w daY' ago, when in the Pergunnah of Kbereed, t.btI.t ,these Rahdary duties were 
inoluded iu the Zeminli&n J aydaad, or means of I*ying: the aaeeUment.8 laid on 
them, wben~-e he even went 10 far as to expr8111 hi, OWII, or to impart the hope 
of the partie!, that they might be allowed to oollect tbem ; IUld when I e:xpreaeed 
my lurprill8 at lucb a requellt ODlnin@, from or through him, loud my determi
nation .inlt complying with it, he interceded next in fli\,vor of one of tbe 
Zemindar. of the aforementioned Perguunab, who boldly llet fortb bereq.itary. 
claim to collect dutieB on Goodll p&88ing up and down the Duwabur dhogra R.iver, 
loud· oomplained that bil right fn thil relpect had been wreated from hiJ:Q by 

. the oppt"llite Zemindar of Manjee til ffircar S'uun, 
wherefore the Raja entreated I .... ould write . to t.he Vide Proeet!dil!.g. SStd 

F_t.,uar, . 1788. 
Collector of CilUpra to cause the Zemindar on his 

.ide of f.be Rinr to dea.18t ; a9!1iguing as the motive of this requellt, that pt'rhape. 
lOme dIU' or otber thOle duliea .-ight he 1'efItored to thill country, whence it waa, 
he ob~"';ed, good policy to keep up the claim to them 10 fa.r as uot to allow the 

donoaut right to be iuvaded and exero;sed by others; 1 mention these otherwifll) 
tri ... ial circumstances, to ahew that the Raja himaeif hILI unfortunately 110 COIl~ic· 

tion of the policy or justice of tho aloolit ion of these dutiell, wbich will no doubt. 
render the eofo:.ciug uf the order conceming them 10 much the more difficult. 
Indeed by their appearing ILl ahove tv e:r.ist still more vr len in Sircar Sartin, 
alld 1;>, the nowriety of their yet being fn,m time to tilue ill dOme degree collect
~ as oppof'tWlity offen., by various Zemilldan! iu Ben~tfIol , although in both the 
cuuutri~ lut mentioned., they have stood form:l.lly IlboK"lIhed, and toot the B.de· 
qU1l.te remiuioD h&B been a110w~ on that account in those Soubahl for many 
ycal"8 past, an idea may be fonned of ths natur.l.l difficult, of rooting out ancient 
customlof tbia nature, 80 immediu.tely conuected witb the nearest- intereBts of 
all the landholders of the couutry. TheB6 collllideruUonll, and tbe decayed and 
decaying ltat&Df II. coneidert.Lle part vf this country, which mnke, it already a 

matter or the greatest difficulty fOf more 'than ODe Pergunoah in it to pay the 
uaual revenue, induce toe to .."ilh that, not withstauding the Raja', and AmiI', 

agreement. at the beginning of the year to give up theee Rahdary Collections 
" ithout.lou to Government, .. diecretion were aJlowtd me to make or propoee 
,uth allowance on that. account in parliculal' Pergunltah" .. juatioe and even 
true policy may appeal" to ·"'UTant., for otberwise .. the IUIIB on · thil acoo\\Ot ",m, 
in JU:l.n) pu.rta, in fBoOt neither fall on the Rnjll I.lor his A~nil., but ult.imateiy 
on tIM! Ryota, ",ho will be liqueued to lOue up the allluunt of the AmW,·engage. 

;benta for each "Pergutlnah .... "!hetber the funds for it .be greater o,r.hii.a, ~ p~liDe 
.ftom, ,..hieb to ,~ 3 Pergnnoa.bs tbllt 1 hal'c alN3t.dl pa8lltd 'UfrollgL. ).1). ~I~ 
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pPe!ll!rit eircuit, ·the most melancholy proofs are 8J;hibited, tnOl'8 particulart, iA 
the .. -hove ·mentioned Pergunnah of Kbereed., which for more than 1 ~ mile&, a, 

part of the distance that I tmvell~ tnrougn it, is ODe eontinued .,ute, beiDl ... 
fU' u the 'eye ca.n reach on both Aides of the pathway, covered only with rank 

gra., longer or aborter in proportion to the Dumber of yurs the ground has laiD' 

fdlew, all which haa, I p.m &68~a.., for the mOilt part happened within theae six 

yean:. .The CiLU8&11 of thill defal08tion in IIOme places, with the general state of 

the country in reapect to ita present reveou'l, will be the subject of a separate 

and future addrells, after my present circuit is couchtded. The Pergunnab of 

Khereed (which I hope indeed is the mOlt desolated in the whole Provinue) i, 

now only instanced to IIohew, that it must thence 00 more peculiarly incRopable of 

parting with a.oyof itIJ fundi to support the burthens laid 00 it, w~~hout all. 
-,deq'iate al~owlluce from thl\ Raja or from Government. Indeed. I should IUp

pos; that con!:lidering the great alteration whici! the &ard's late ordera are a.oout 

t o 4q.troduce in the Customs here, the Haja liI'ill be inclined to claim, at tbe eDlil oJ 

the year a df!lluction equiva.leut, or nearly 80, to what may turn out to be the de· 
ficiency in the amount collected under the heads of Custom on a medium from the 

iutr?cluction of the present Permit system. How much this may be, I can.not 

at present gue8~, bllt it would probably bo more the f1ret year than afterward .. 

and noW' ouly submit tho suggestion that lJovi/'O mellt may have an early oppot

tumty of honoril.lg me with their sentiments on the subject. 

In addition to the above gelleral heads in regard to which I bad interfer

ed before t ht" r&Ceipt of your late ordera, to correct the irregubritiea pointed Ollt 

in Mr. lllU"low's Report, I may here add that in the 2nd A/ticie of my Per

wannah to the R.l.jll. of the 15th of Octooor Jut, in which 1 prohi bite:1 that 
par} of the Cboorll.h Collectionl!l therei ll pointed out, which ccmsil!lted of tbe 

dutiee at Mirz.apovr, Hullill.h, and Soongarrll.b on the Bullock load, I\S 8011.0 t.he 

tolls levied by the ChQwkeeda~ at Soolldeah, Soongarrah and Burrn,r. j Ilxed 

the aa.rue penalty of 3 timos the a.mount en.cted-aft.er this prohibitiun. &3 already 

lpecilied in regard to the Rahdary duties collected by the Amila and Zemindara. 
Thill now ltegulatiun, like many others in all coulltries. is h"owever, it seeQ)s, 
attended with ita inconvenieucies, for the mercha.utIJ now comJ>l9.in of being 

robbed on tbeir way through tue moulltainoue il.ud wild country lying between 

Mirzapore aud the frontier8 of the Zcmillda.ree towards the Dtlc,z,u, tho cause of 

which iB alleged (as was indeed prognosticeted by KumlJer Ali when Mirzapour 

Custom muler, in his letter to tll0 Raja, recorded ill. the Proceediugs of the 'lith 

December laet) to hto the. disoontinuRnce of the Chowkeedar,. fees and Zemindaree 

tolls on· that ro!l.d, in coD.siderl!.tiou of w4ioh the peraons receiving thew Jen 

col18id~red &II bouod for tbe Mretyof the merchant's property. At Miru.poor I 
.• hall endeavour to apply some remedy to thia evil. 

By ~ 6th artiole of tne aforementioned Perwannah or tbe 15th of lut . . . 
. October. tbf .Raja 11'" alao JlrooiWted l'rolll farmigioany~rt of the Mehala drt

pendant .on the CWitoms, u beillg contrary to the ellU!.bliahed kegulatione (or 
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that department, nohritbltaru!iDg ybioh, tbo oftioe of w.igLrnan of Miru.poor 
continued to exiat in that torm, till abolished &j" .... ian bit .iU by ... ubeequent 
order, .. al~1 mentioned. 

Another artiole, which I have &boliaheCl.," ill the duty exacted on Rcngal 
pilgrik by the Amanut Department at Denarea. The Marit.t~ pilgrim. hav
ing been (or. lOme yean put excused (rom paying theso tolls, in consequence of 
tbe late Governor GenertLl Mr. Huting'. interferenOG in their (avor, IS uPll:ined 
in my addreea of the 16th Instant, I thollght our own inhabitaata of Bengal 
mUlt appear to Government clea.rly entitled to ba at leUt on equal terms with 
toreignen, and therefore (as will be seeD by the Prooeedinga marked in the mat-

IIHb. N~6Ulber1787. gin) I have ordered that all Bengal pilgrims, t")t be, 
Not printed. iog merchant.ll or tradcrs, 8han be C%cuso"d from the 

J&yment of any toll for merely ~ing through the Zernindareej 

(Tbe feea coll~ted by the IOveral C.J9tom Muten for tbt ir own (Lad their 
officer'l personal advantage having beeu establiahed without due authority, and 
being too numeroUi and oppreuin- to be borne by the mel"!"hanta, I hLye alwaYIi 

hatl in idea to get them either partially \lr wbolly 
Proceeding. 16th October hoI' b-> I b' , I -'I d b Ze ' 1788. a 18 IN. n t 18 new, CIY e on t e mIndar, 
Not Jlrintcd to furnieh me witb an lLCCuro.te 8t3tcment of them, to 

which he baa einet replied, aa will be seen by the Proceedings of the 24th of De
cember, and theJ"ffbeing one beafy article among those duee or enctions, called the 
Rouoom Khuzanah or Trea.sureie fee, which ha.d been ealabli8hed during Kuh
meery, Mull'. Treuurenbip, at the rate of 3 Rs. 2 annaa per cent. on 'the 
cnatoma, for hill private emolument, but which j f it h~d contioued mild, (all 

° part of it Actually was lOOn after my alTival here) ba ... e 
Proceedi1Ip. 27th Iktober ' o. , 

1787, been converted to the RaJa 8 use, I gladly an.iled tny-
,Not printed. self of the opportunity of aboluhing it at.,bi. illltanC':l, 

"'far as rt!gIlrds the Customs, in the manner thl\t will be Been by the Proc.."Cd
ing. ma.rked in the margin. hs aggregate on tbis Thlpartment for the lut year 
ll !H amounted to 6,000 R.. The abolition of thi. duty, and the oon.b'ttction 
.put 011 the general Penl'annah which I iuued on the 15th of October j .bereb,. 

10 reference to the double dutiel at Minapoor all beyond tbe :s per cent. were 
prohibited, b .. it seem. withheld the cUltom hOllse officcrtl from collecting 8ince 
that period Illy of their .otber numoroUI feee, wbich I wu not lOrry to find, although' 
tbeCettet or me&ning of the order in question did DOt eItend 10 far. At preaent I 
must at Jonnpoor I16ttJe witb tbe Ra.j., '<lme fixed eatabllahmt"nt (or tbhe offi
eo" in <which I think .. ·.mlll fixed fee ma'y prove to the convenience of "the me;

chutl. by operating:on th~ offioel'l U I. .timull.~t to the delpat~Cl!. !.beir Ro
~. but on thts .. llubJ~t I shall have oooa&I.n ~ther to a.d.drs'" fou JrO:\D 
~~ . , 
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Meanwhile I hope tb, abo .. , deacription of what [ have done on' Mr. 
Barlow', lteport, before the receipt of your orden on it, will prove IIIC'CIeptabl., 
and I reroain with respect 

1>I1 1.om, 
YOu!- 'Lordabip', m~t obdt. humble _"ant, 

PI.ROUNN.UI ,0; SExtlNDEIIPooa: 1 (Sd.) JONN. DUNCAN, 

25th Frbruary HS8. { • }It,idmt. 

P. S.-Ha'·~g. since writing the above, pUled through a much greater 
part of tbe Pergunnah of Sekunderpoor, than I had. done "ben I expre§&d my 
hope that tbe Pergunnah of Khereed was tbe most desolate and uncultiVated of 
'all tt; ~vinces, 180m, to preserve a conai8tency in wbat I may have in future 
to ·represent. compelled to inform the Board that Sekunderpoor seems to .the 
farI-as wast,u Xhereed. Indeed it is a mOlt painful tuk to travel through 
tbeae two Pergunnaha, and to be forced to view the dreary proBpt'ct they cJ:hibit. 
especially wben their incredible decay is ascribed to only a fe" years' misman· 
agement, tbat is, aince the period of Chert Sing's expulsion. 

(Sdj JONN. DUNCAN, . 

Ruident. 

The Resident reported that orders LaJ ~o issued to take effect 
from the 1st of April, whereby Rowannahs were to 

From hident ttl the . , . 
Gov&nIor GmenJ. iD COUD' be granted 10 tbe saine fQrrn and subject. to the 
ei1,.~ 18tb IIbrcb. 1iB8. same Regulations as those issued by the CoHee. 

tors of the Government customs in the Provioces, for which purpose, the 

several Collectors had. been furnished with copies of the form of Rowan_ 
nab sent up by Mr. Barlow and with new seA of seals for them and their 

officers. that of the Raja's being the principal, to be affixed in the saIl}e 
mlWlner a.s -the Company's Dewanny Seal WILlI used in Bengal and Bebr.r. 
It W&8 intended that these Regulations should ha\'e been enforced from the 

20th instant, but it would not have afforded time for notice tQ be sent, that 
the customs in this Pro.vince were tv be collected on the Benares Rowa.n_ 

nabs,8I specified i.a the !4;b Article of the Government Resolutioos. 

The Raja's officers would from the date above specified keep the 

same Registers and accou" as 'were kept by the ColiectoI1 of Govet'n. 

ment eu.toms in the Provinces. 
• 

The duties on the .exports from the Company's, Ptovinees pauiOf 
tb~ S=fI.reI to tbe we~ward or Deccan m&rkets, ~ impolted into.thi( 

district' Cor ~& own eonaumptioo, would be reotJ'ed at tb~ red~ced .... tt ·o( 
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Ii per oeol, ... d thOl6 pMfIiDg UU'ougb this Province, or. imported (or ita 
own OODIQmption from. the "$Jtw"rd, DeOOan, or o~er Rlarketll, e.t:clulive of 
BengtJ, Bob" and Orin., would J'IIY the rates of dutiee bitherto elta.b
li.sbed. 'l'be Zemindal'ee dutie.s aud All other collectioos on merchaodiH 
ha.d been formerly a.bolished, and a penalty or fine of three times the a.m<tuut 
e.t:atted from such personl al would be corflvfeted of Jel!ying any es:aotioQ 

whatever on tbe property of mercQa.nts, contrary to the Bpiri~ of thia order. 

The' Resident would use his best endeavours in order to obta.ill a 
tota14bolition of the inland duties, to which there was no other objection 

than the claim which the Raja would make for a deduction from the amount 

of his rental, equivalent to the immediate loss by snch abolition, but whe

ther he he4 a clear right to Buch deduction, accordin, to the ~rmBd bw 
settlement, misht Dot perh~ps.be entirely admitted-and how tar theJaC~ 
tiUl! state of the resources of his country might require it, ,might be ,Mt. 
~rtained at tbe end of tbe current ycar, before the expirn.tion of which, 
the Board would hava time to consider the matter of Raja's light. 

It was added tbat the mode of asoertaining the value of goods pro~ 

duced or m~nufactured iu the d~strict of Benares for exportation l1.li recom· 
mended by Mr. Barlow, would be !l.doptcd, and that the Resideot would im· 

media.tely declare the establishment of the Court of Justice for ft.ciiitating 
cogoii&uOO of all commercial ma.ttefll, aod ca.refully attend to the execu~ 
tioll of the dut~es connected with it j its forms and regulation8 would be 
transmitted wit8 a copy of the Re.sident'll Proceeding8 Rod Statements of 

the various inland duties, bitherto collected by the oustom houses, ~ith 

their rat.es aqd the net amount realized for the year 1194 Fuslee. 

Eltraeta frOID the Prooeed· 
ill';' o{ t.b4 GoverllOr 0.. 
n~ral in eo"acil, Dat.ed ~8th 
March 1788. 

-
'- On the 26th Marcn 1788, the following 

Mioute and Resolutions recorded by the Oovernur 
General in Council, were transmitted fM the infor. 
mation and guidance of the Re&idwt at Benarelli. 

The (k'l'efnGr General in r.ounoil, taking into coDsidera.tion the letter 
.NOIi"t'ed (rom tbl1 &e.ident at Benares undf'r date the 25th ultimo, togethel' 
witb ' the .8"t'eral utr&ctll of hi, pr~ings, ob&&rne tha.t all the oom,morci,al 

treaty witb thll Vitier ill nearly bl'Ought to. conolu5ion, it appi!&f8 to bii lcord· 
.hip highly nllCMlary that the consequent arrangllblenta in the Pro.inoe of ae. 
nai'U, •• fu a& they relt..l.e to ita interooul""K with the Campau:". Ploo"t'incu, .hon\d 
be carried into eleoution without delay, reeol"t'ed themore that the BelideDt at 
Ben.ret be aoquainted that tbe Governor General iu Oouuoil .ppro ..... the gener.:1 

reduction of the du\il!llOtl the n.w ailk od ai\\: aad octtri pieoe ~ of '.Dmg.l 
,,-'Behar at 2f per ~ ~:be Ro~"Oah priee. Mtd.~tQ.t ~.,..~.~~ 
··fA·the .hole of the .,sport. frorQ ibe Company'. ProvicC8I .t ~e' IIMM ..... . 



· .... ithout auy w.t.incti.on of cute PI' penlOn. That thi", is reeolved upon u.ocier: a 

co.nvlction, tb!lt tbe heavy duty rif five per oont, on an ellhanced vallla,iCIG of. met': 

cha.Ddir.e, ill ~ gteat incumbrance to the inland trade, .. od depriv. not only t.be 
Compao!.,but , the Raja of Beuarea, of the numeroul advantagea tbat"vuid 
"&iult frum an ntend"d oommcros and an uninterrupted inland nuigatioD . j 

Tbat it i~ 1.\150 deeroerl i.noollsist..ot ,with reason and good polioy. tbat the Raja of 
Benares should be .allowed to O(.Illvert tbe adv8.utage he deriv63 from the &itua· 

tion of bis country to the purpolW or deprel:IIling the indulltry of the subject. 

.of thll State on wh-'ch he;s dcpendent, hy levyiug a duty on tbeir trade of near 

four timllt th.e !lmouot (tho dilleruuoo of duty Qnd valuation included) collected 

by the Company them~elv~; at tbe same time that the exporta of Bena.rel a.r. 
B.llbjoot to a duty of olily 2i per OO1lt. when imported into 8englll or Behar, 

-Tha,t'the GovenlOt General in Council approves the eneouragem.ent 

giv~n by the lWIident to the merchant& of CUUIl'], PUlJjab, ~Iulta!l alt:r1&hore .. and 
fn;t'ter re~rn«!ndi to hi8 serious at~tion the e\ltabli~hment of a. communi· 
(:atioo with NepAul and tbe ooulll;Ties beyond the Northern mountains; to ti le 

-mcrehants of which they .. uthoriz'~ the Rcsiden,t, to oller tho 8ame terms tbat. 

-have becD gru.uted to those of PUlljlLu Ilud the countriell aoovcmclltioned. 

That the Governor Gt!neral in Counci'!. acquicscea in the abolition of th,e 

(arm of the Sona Me-hal, the doui)],! dnty levied at Mirza-poor, tha ~ee 00 hiring 

boats, the ltahda.ry duty collected tit Hulliah, and in tho m8lU!ures taken for 

protectwg the property of the m(~rchants from robberli. That his Lordship 

.approvea of the dllty of 2~ per 0011t, on sbawl goods being levied 011 the Beejuk 

.or invoice price, till the conclusiou of the columt'rcial trcatt with tbe Visier, 
in which it is stipulated that they are to paJ duty on the l'riCl! inserted in bis 

'E:oollency's Rowaunab. Tbat be prohibit the Collector of CU8t~1ll8 at Min"f.JOOL: 
and every otber It.ati~n, from laying auy l'elitrictiOliS on the purobaael of t be 

Deccan or otber merohants, over whom he is "" exercise no authOri ty whatever, 
_except the dlltaining tbeir goods tilt they have pA.id the duties Ituthorized by 
the Goverament. Tbat the Governor General in Council approves bigbl~ of 

-tll\ meunt'll taken by the Resident to induce the Doocan Merchants to oonform 

to the eata.bliabed mode of paying the duties, and of the abolition uf tbe hOUlle 

tu. an.d oUter extra aOB8flS, an.d of the total erclusion of theeCoUector of the 

Lwd Re~uea from the 8J:trciee of any authority in the town of Mif1ll,poor, 

with the great importance or ",bich as a centre of commeree hit Lordahip 1. 

fully impre..ed.'· 
, 

That the GO'I'ernot General in Council i. decidedl! .,( opinion,' that 

• tlIe l&j. bu no oJ'1m wh&~.et to 'ftlrnilflioD on account. o( the Sabuoi: Dua· 
t.oor.or d6l1bl. dcty't Mi~, but on the contrary deema t.he contfnuanoe of 

thOle ~ fw.to man111tln, in up. oppoeiti~D tQ the repeate4 ~ 
fJf ~i, deMni'llg 01, the 1Ugb.ct diap~,tiQQlo That he- aoqu\eatIII\ in 
,oth ,'oolitic:. of Ute Seyah fat!lD and COllectloel, as bei .. &II iIlepi UDauitlorised, 



demand, thflleYyiug of which must aI.aye b. attended ' witb much oppreuion 
and ww.tion to the merchant&. That it ill recotnmended to the Reaident to en

foree obedieoco tc the crders atr..:dJ !silled (or the abolition cr Rahdary, Zemu..
daree and Choorah dutiUli with the greatest puactuality_ It being the iuten
tion of Government to annihilate .. II iuland dutiea, and to limit the Raja'a col

leotions to the three first divilliona of the Benara trade ~pecified in Mr. Bar~01l"1 

report, nlUnely the goods passing through the District of Beuares and ibl own 

foreign exports and import8 for consumption; that aa the protperity of the trade 

not ooly of 'Beoo.rea but of the Company'a and Vizier's dominions depends upon 

this arrangement, the Raja, it il conceived, ought not to object to them, 

more especially Ill! tbis Gi:lvernment and HiB Excellency .the Vir.ier have voluu

wily aueoted ~ similar remiuioos in their respective territoriel. 

That the Governor Genernl in Council with DO small concern find! that 

the Raja BGlij:itcf a oontinu~nce , of the&e duties to the Zerrundan of Secu~er
~ and Khereed, notwithstanding hi8 aoquiellOOuce in the genere.l aboliti" of 

,..tllem in October, and that from the motives 888igned by him fo!:' requ6llting the 
Resident to write t o the Collector C!f SircfU' Sanm to prohibit the Zemindll.r 

of Manjee from levying Rahdar,. duties on bont9 paasing down tbe Gogra, he is 

still anIiouB for the re-ostablishment of tbe former sY8tem, though ao evidently 

dehimental to the interest" of his "Own subjects and the State witq which he is 

OOllDooted. 

That with respect to the apprehended defioiency in the renta at Pergun

~h8 Secunderpoor and Khereed, should it sppear expedient at the end of the 

yetl.r to allow the ~mer any deduotion from hill engagements, tho Conrnor 

General in Council i8 of opinion that it IIhould be granted upon the grounds of 
a deficiency in the land revenue, and Dot l1.li a compensat ion for the Zemindtlree 

&C, dllt ies, lUI it would be cOIUlidered as a deviation from the general prin

ciples on which they were abolished, and furnish a pret6:tt to others ror prefer

ring similar claim8 for remisaiona of rent. 

, 'That with respect to tho robberies oommitted at SoongurnJa and Bul· 
liah, aTtributed by Knmber Ally to the abolition of duties leviN by the pevple 
in charge of those paaee8, the Governor General in Council i. of opiDion that a 

,steady exertioD (Of the legal authority repoaed in the Magistrates or tho Criminal 
Courts, wiIJ prove a more effectual aeourity to tbe mercbantll and inspire them 

with a greater confidence in the British Government, than purehaaing frotn tblt 
diAturben of the public tranquillity the forbearance from thOle crimlill, whioh it 
it the bUlinBII of the laws to punish and prevent . 

• 
That the GOl'emor 'Oeneral in Council authorize. the ~abolition '{)r the 

duti61 Olt the Bengal pilgrims, deeming it equitable th&t their own lubjecu: 
ahould participate in the privilegn granted to roreign8l'l, and .. the uiount 

realir.ed !rom thia taJ: ' ~by no meana adequate to the vocation atteh&a ita 001-

lectioll~ 



That hi. Lordsbip alao e.oqui.escea in the propoea.1 of the Re.ident for .. tab

Ii.bing A rOOderate fee on aU &wannaha taken out. at aby of the cUlwm housee 
in tho Provinoe of BeUlU'tlSt and appro .. ee the abolition of the RWIbom KhnJ&Dah 
of RI. '.2-per Qellt. on the amount of the collections, it appearing to br..e been 
originally e.tablished for the exolusive benefit. of the Treasurer Kaahmeery Mnll,· 
though subsequently brought i~pt.rt to the credit of the RajL 

That with regard to graut ing: any deductioDI to the Raja for the deficien
cies that IDLy arifts from-the abolition of the abovemontiouod duties and exac
tions, the Governor General ill Council is at present of opinion that the Rnja ha.t 
received a full indemnification for them in the arraugements made at Bena· 
l;C!& upon the .£POintment of the present Resident, and that he will benefit 
more largely in future from the general commercial system now in cont.em

. plati~, Tbat thUs considerat.ion, admitting a temporarj' loss from the present 
~ngement9. ought to weigh with him against any chums for remie8ionllr for 
8i~rie it ill rwuwd'rLblc to cxpect that bie fnture perm&nent adv&ntages will be 
m'lre tban adequate to such intermediate deficiency. On one point only tbe 
Go\'ernor General in Conncil waivea for the present a positive decision, the Ou
ties collected at the Custo:n houses in the inland trnnsportation of grain, aQl~t
i.ng to Rupees 12,707·0-0 per ann11m, for the Abolition (If whieh the Board will 
consider whether tne -Raja shall receive any ;Uowauce, when the subject of the 
remission! in general is before them. 

That at all e ... ent8 tbe Goverllor General in Council deems it incum

bent OIl bim to e:tLend the protoction of Government to 'eve~ part of tbe 
COlllpany's dominiolls, and to remedy abuses who'lreever th~J ~lI.y be found to 
exist, and upon this principlo His Lord~hlp directs the Resiuent. to explain fur
ther to tbe R:lja, the neeeSility of carryiug the above arrangemeuts into immedi

ate execution, and to p.oint out to him that they have been adopted with a vie" 
to iucrease tho wealth 8.nd pop;,dation of thEl,District of Henaros, of wbich he 
alone is to filap the benefit, and tnat should hc so far disrt'gard the interests of 

tbe people,.as to persist in his attll.Chruent to the former oppressive system of 
le~ing the duties, the Governor General iD. Council will consider it as a de~ia
tion from the positive II.S8Utanr,es made by him to hia Lordship at Benares, and 

proceed to take Buoh measures &l! be may deem most conduciv~to the geD.erat 
welfare of the state, 

That upon the conclusion of the treaty with the ViJier, of which tbe 
G9vern~r General in. Council is in daily expectation, the neoe-.ry orders will be 
transmitted to tbe Resident, respecting tbe comml'rcial intercourse to be ettab· 
lilhed'betweeD. tbe Province 0( Benarea and tho dominione or the Vizier a.nd the 

Countries or the Deooa.o, toge'tner with further instructions reganling the geller· 

al '~'" ' ' 

•• (n pu~uance of ~Jac orders of Government dated !6th ~mber 



1787, tb. draft of reglllati()u!!I which were to take ef
From RMid~bt to 00..01'-

aor 0..--.1 in ~'dM- feet in all parts of the oouotry from the ,ln of April 
eel. fitb Jtvcb l~. ".. '--_ . ~ __ I G . . .... ..l' D. " ~ wen MJ~ll1t~ to overoment, &8 tntlmawu In nu-
iUdent'e: addresa of the lS,b inltant, relative to the f!lturs oollection of the 
Cu.toma and tbe abGlition of Rs.bdary, Zemindaree and all other interior 
duties. 

10 the sequel would be foO-nd the RegulatjoDs proposed for the 
Commercial Court of Justice, which would have it.E qommencement 8.8 a 

formal separate estAblishment from the 1st of April, though in fact roost 
part of its functions had been e:lercised by the Resident ever since his a.t-

riva.l. as would sufficiently appear from bis Proceedings at large aod from , 
Lie adJress of the 25th ultimo. That the Regulatiol'Wl hoth for th~ Cutaoms , 
and.,the·new Court would operate from the 1st of April, alld should :,oy 
part of them be amended by Oovemmeut, the corrections cou~d f'.asily be 
made by a furtber order. It was intimate-i that, as regarded the Custom!!, 

the Resident had, in the Regulations for that Department ndh(!r~d as near

ly as possible to the letter aud spirit of those . for the Proviuces' of Bengal 
and Behar as communicated by.Mr. Barlow. That. in ~Ile part however of 

the remarks with which that gentleman transmitted the substanc-e of the 
Ron'llie CustolD Houl\e Regulations, it appeared thll.t he con.!!idered the 

Board's orders to the Resident of Becember last, to direct, 1st tha.t the du
ties on all the Imports for exportation, auJ 2ndly Oll all the Imports ior 

consumption of tilis Zeminuaree, sllOuld pay duty either upon the va.lue in_ 
serted in tbe mercbant'1j Invoice or upon toe RowaUlla.h from the foreign 
country whence the goOds were imported; IlUt Ilpon full considera.tioo· of 

the Governme:lt. Resoilltions and compariog them ~ Mr. Ba.rlow's Re
port, it seemed to be clearly the intention of Government Dot to make &.ny 
present alteration in the duty, by changiug the present mode of valuation 

of: the goods imported from the Vizier's dominions, either for th~ consump

tion o{ Bengal and Behar, or of this country, till the negociations depending 
on that subject were terminated, and the Rcsideot had therefore cautiously 

.. avoided maki'lg any alteration therein, being convinced that, if be was 
mist&keu, the evil thereby occasioned coulJ be but tempora.ry anu of small 

moment, whereas there was no saying, how far giving Lhe ellcollfagement 
proposed to the export trade of the NawaU's dominions, might opcrllte on 

the'!legociat.ioll8 noticed in the Resolutions. With re-gam to the other ex

ception to Goods imported from the Deccan or the Nawa.h's or other foreign 

countneil for the OOD8umptioD of Benares, a.Ithough it was at first thought: 

on the receipt of Government ordera of December and reColl~ndtd ac· 

oordillgly, that the dd.y tq~[eon was to be reduced to 2i per real, yet., ~e , 
·Resident Wall DOW on a fu~er attention to theae ordera &8 oo;n pared with 



~I 

Mr. B~rlow'lI report, of a. different opinion, 1st becallse the reluetion of the 

duty on that part of .those goods imported from the Nawab', dominions, 
might eimilarly affect the pending negociatioDs, and secoDdl1, because the 
words and context, 88 well as tbe general spirit of the, Resolutions of De
«lomber, appeared to relate only to such part of the Mid goods for the con~· 
8umption of Benares,&i woufdb:e imported under the Company's Rowan-
nabs from the P'rovinces of Bengal, Behar and Orissa, t.he more especially 

as, altho\lgh it were tr':le that the negoCiations 'DOW depending iLt Lucknow. 
sholll,j not pro baLly be affected by reducing t.he duty au such part of the 
saiu goods for consumption in this Zemindaree, a8 were imported from th& 

DeecllD and other CQuutries not under the Nawab VIzier's dominion, yet 
it wa..~ thought ~at if Goveromeot had not meant to limit the saiJ reduc. 

tioo'1ft' (.h;ty 00 goods ,consumed in Benarcs to t.he imports from the British 

Provinces, and had on the contrary meant ' to extend it t~ those from" the 
l>~can &-. it· wvuld bave slJOwn the Mme favor to similar Det:cao a.nd 
other imports for the consumptiou of Bengal, BehM and Ori!l8a, .... hich hMl 

e,·jdently tlot yet ueen done. If the Resident had heen mistaken in the 
construction of Government orders ill the above rpspects, he would imme. 

(Hately correct himsE'lf on being favored wi,ih their true meaning, aod tlJat 
jf he bad in 'the me~nwhile erred, it was on the safe siuf', for by avoitli~g: 
any innova.tions in the poi.nts a.lludeJ to, he would , he tjlought, be doing 

what tlle Board would wish in tbis aod uJi other cases. / 

]t was observeJ that in his adureSlIl of the 25th. ultimo, tbe Resi~ 

dent expressed a hope that he would be a.ble to prooure. the particulars o( 
tite accounts of the custom honse and Chowra.h or Rahdary and .Oullge 
collections tba.t were to be nbolished. He had a.t length l~n ahle to col· 

lect them in as complete a state, it was beijeved, as the nature of the case 

would admit, in (our separate sta.tements, eX}liLiting the interior collections 
of each oi the four principal custom houses of Ghazeepore, Joun~re. 

}.t\rzapore aad Bonares, with the denomination of the different goods col· 
lected upon Ilnr( the ra.tes respectively levied thereon at 6!l.Ch Cbowkey, to~ 
get her willI the gross and separatl'i receipt of every one 8f those subordi. 
n&w shtioIJ8 for the Ifl.St Fuslee year 1194, the charges of their several 

ef!tahliabments ~nd the net income thence arising to tbe Raja, and for the 
better understaAdiog of these IlCcounta the following observatioDs were sub· 

joined :-

. The inland duties in tbe Sircar of Gbf\zE:!6poor were ooHect.ed at the 
Gha:uta a.lld Gunges or la.nding places tl.nd farnes on tne Ganges., from the 
plac;e "h~ tbe Goomtee flows into that River 08 t.he north-'WEII~ to Ha , . . ". ,JnRclion OJ! the east with the Gograh, and t.UI:looe nl'lrt.herly as £at aa .1o .. 
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the oonfines on that side or eaatero frontier of the dominions of the Nawab 
Vizier. These ooUection Gbaute were numeroU8 and exLended in some 
places to both sidea of the river, partic,ularly towards the mouth of the 
River Carumnassa where oollections were Olade at Bar&, & place of C<lDsid

~ erable export and impOlt as well 8lJ internal trade in t.be diBtrict of Z~ma
lIeah, on the eASt or BOuthern side of the Ganges .. Bht ibe far greater palt 
of the colleCting custom bQjl8e stations on the Ganges within tue District 

" . 
of Gh&zeepoor, lay of courle on the northerly side of the riYer, and most of 
them were established for collecting the old custom duty Oll the internal 
trade, though in some the Permit or new custom house duty WIlS also ex
acted o~ certain articles of importation and eXPQrtation from and to the 
Company's Provio':es. The internal duties at these Gha.u~ did not a.ppear 
to have been fued by any other rule than what habit hao. intr,oduted at 
ea.c~ and to ha.ve been neither quite uuiform in their rates, nor in re8ped to 
the articles on which the taxes or taUs were levied, though:o g(.nerai toere 
WM of course a considerable analogy between the latter and former, or 
rates were the same at the different Ohowkiell in such sulxlivision. In geuer
aI, the articles coUected extended to all kinds uf grain, to tbe various 
articles prepared from sugar caQ6, as also to tobacco, oil and ghoo and to 
country salt, and, at some of them, to firewood and 1ish, and to cotton and 
thread and cotton cloths manufactllred in the country, together, with a tax 
upon Dew boats. From the Goomlee to tbe town of Ghazeepore, a dis
tauce of only abqnt 12 0088, there were no less than 8 of tbese Ohaut Sta
tions, that is, one- SOOU\ the distance of every three miles, none of which 
collected anything but the old duties. One species of which, called the 
Beytukee or eramining fee, was repeated or became in fuct a double, 
treble, or quadruple duty .on every article, having h~n exacted (distinct 
and separate from what. was OQIlsidered as duty) at every collecting sta
tion hy which the merchants passed to the place of sal(:, where he was for 
the most part sul~ect to· a still furtller duty on the sale of the RlIome goods 
at the Gunge or Bazar where they were disposed of. 'l.'he collect'ion 
Gh.auts from Ghazeepore to the eastward, as far as the GogtQ.h, were equ::t.Uy 
numerous, and'tbe articles they collected on still more so, including some 
rated according to the ~ennit Regulations, such as cloth and sugar ex
ported towards BeDgal, aDd salt imported from that country into tilis j 
besides which there w.as a pretty considern.ble importation of iron and 
cotten from, and exportation of bucklers to, the Behar Province. ' These 
last mentioned articles were, in regard to the Customs collectsd on 
them, rated according to the former or Sabuck dutieA and tbe said · 
articles of cotton .and iron, as .... ell lUI of beetle leM from 01.; aud 
&ome . others thus i'iported acro!'s the Ganges from the ~uUtri61 of 
"Behar ,not baving any ~annah from the Campany'i Cu~m iI.oWe. 
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This Sf}rt of small commerce between the two countries might be oo~d
ered as .. i:,ind of illicit Traffic, which would however now be ' N!straln

ed" on this side by beooDling (sbould it be continued) 8ubjeet ~ the Permit 
duties. The expnrtB thus made from this country across the Ganges into 

the Province of Behar Dever a.ppeared to have been of much conseqtlence, 
consisting principally of snield's • malle at s. great manufactory of them at 
Beloer, a. vill&g~ io the Pergunnah of Buleeah wi4hin this Zeminda.ree, and 

in some jaggree. The l.mports in this Chanuel from Beha.r w.er~ relatively 
of more consequence to this country, as consi~ting of iron, and of cotton, 
e. principal material of manuflLcture, and of Kundry a vegetable yieldillg 
a juice made use of in such mlLnuflLCture. However it was learnt, that by 
fa~ the greatest )art of the Rooee or Cotton wanted for the manufacture 
of tbircou.ntry ·either 'grew wit.hin the limits of the Zem~ndaree or came 
from the country properly called the lJuckheen or Deccan, and that the K~p. 

pa~ or uqpleahed cotton procured as above pointed out from BehAT, bore 
hut a. small relative proportion to the two other sources of supply, not 

exceeding it was said from two to three thousand maunds in a year. It 
was therefore a.pprehended that, at present, no sensible inconvenience would 

arise from subjecting t.bis hitberto unreg~ated and in SOOle 80rt illicit 
trade between' the two countries to the general Regulations of the custom 

house duties. It had t>t,en therefore ordered, that t.he duty on such part of 

the Mid goods, as should arrive without a. Company's Rowannah should Le 
eJ:B.ct.ed all the price or value of the merehant's Invoice, U\ the rate of five 

per cent; and when imported with a Company's Rowaona\! at that only of 
2!, on the price inserted in the Rowannah. This Regulation would tend to 

dis~urage the smuggling trade from the Company's Province of Brb.:u, 
but if the Board from any reason were to disapprove of this Regulation: 
which elttended to aU importations without ~owannah (rom every part of 

the PrOvince of Beba.r, such other rules could easily be suLstituwd as the 

Governor GfIlera.1 in Council might prefer. 

The collecting ghauts on the Dema or Gograb were equally numer· 

ous in proportion to the extent of oouatry. 'l'he articles t!tere collect.ml 
on were principally rice, turmeriek. ginger, Llack pepper, beans, spices 

and Bengal salt, ,which were imported from Goruckpore, and partly from 

SirclU Saran, witboat the Company's Rowannah, and different kinds of 

grain, jaggree, clGths &nd. tobacco were in return exported across ~he 
Oogra ~nto tho. countrie~. At one of these Chowkies on the Oogra So 

Beytukee fee was alSo collected on goods passing the Gogra, althougb such 

goods had been preViously cha.rged with the custom house dutie.s and fur
nished with 'be re,ular Ronnuah of tbe country. T~8·liue was also the 

t~~.tfOl~"l'iog BOmeBengalaalt ,into the l't£..b's territories of AziIA~ 
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ghUt. Mr. BArlow hll.l.! alrearly 8U~ W tbe Boarrl the nlen.nl. that 
might be' triw to extehd t·he 8I.le of this commodity in the eouutriee of 
Benares a.nlf Oude, and the Bet;d~t would h.ve occaaion to renew t,ne 
.mention of it in another part.o{ this letter, only he.re : remarking that the 

price of Pungah or Bengal sa.it in the District of Ghaa:eepoor W'U DOW at 
above five Rllp!'eS per m~und, and WIUl ;~ ~mmot1 years sold for about 
Inut Rs; whereas: the Srimber Salt sold there generally from. ais: as. to R.. 
Six and E~ght Annas per ma.und, pot withstanding which, the pT'8judice of 
the. natives in all parts of tbe Province of Benaref, 'ex.cepting only the 
Sircar of Oll:'\zeepoor, was fiuch ,hat it was much preferred to the Pungsb, 
or that of tbe Company's Bengal dominion!!. 

Besides the above descrihed collect.ions at the s~verlll G~~t.~ (exCMld. 
ing under the siugle custom house of Ghazeepore the number of 4()) t~ere 
were, as the nccount would show, dependant on the same aep!l:-tment,'~~n~ 
dr.v i~Dd at~i.ons, IJOme of which were established for the receipt of 

.Custom on the gooJ~ of the chief or head towns of Pergunna.hs, others for 
those of Gnnges and those that ·were sold on market days, and others again 

originally c!':taulishad for mere A:tspection anti not for oollecti~n , which was 
however too tempting an objeet to the persons thus employed, fo~ them to 
be a.ble to refr,ltn from it, and accordingly there was no cu~tom house ltation 

were it ever 80 inconsiderable, where at least the Beytukee fee W&II not 
tnlcen on all gOOl:\': passing it. It was indeed scarcely crcdibleto what a height 

of licencioullu~$ thos~ office r.~, who swarmed like IoculOt.q in all parts of the 
country, ¢.'l.rried tbcir proceeding~ j and as, to this creditable body of mell, 

the RAja':! of this country had alwa.ySj or at least {or ma ny years P~t., 
~ntru9ted the Kutwally, I)r Magisterial authority for ~ Police, at the seats 

of their collection, they had oj-course no difficulty in extendi!lg, va.rying a.nd 
increasing their exactions ",d libitum. The fj l"i!t inland statioll, exhibited in 
the account, was that of Mohnmmeda.bad, and ehowed that the hek.d Collector 
of the Custome at t.hat place, who WaB also the Kutw3.l, ~Uectcd 5 pice "pet 

Bullock Load on grain sold in the town, 6 0lL that seDt to the neighbouring 
villages, ann 8 on t.bat to otber Pergunnahs. Tbis general policy of fa_ 

nring tbe immediate shop and the merebsnts settled there and enhancing 

the duty on all travelling mercbauts, making tt higher the further oft" the 

article was to be exported, Beemed generally to perva.de all these Radhary 
dut:.es, which were h owever only ODe department of the custom maater'. col

lections, &II those also included a greater or le98 number of tbe Kutwtdly fee. 
such asrbad already met the Board's dis!.pprobation in regard to·the 2 Tow~~ 
of Gb&Zeepoor and j ounpoor, and' the continuation of which ~ ROt. there4 
lore be approved ofllin tJJ~ villages. ThOle of thill·' ki~· ,at' ."~~~ed,t..-; . 
baJ a.ppeared tQ be mllcb Of the llame na.ture, '" the RelldeD~ had. alRtdy 
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had OreMion to mClltion, a.e: ha.ving ex.isted in the two town!!; abov.etneD~ion- , 

L~I. ~itb tbe furtlYer very impolitic article of ,(ta.x of 5 annas on tbe marriage 
of II. tion and 4 annas on that of a dfl.ughter, These Kutwa.tly dutiea Yi'ere 

however 'prirrcipally confined to the capita.ls of Pergunnahs, a.nd did not 

appear Of rather perhaps werc not acknowledged to hlwe extended to the 
smaller m"rtt; and hamlets. -erne constant article among these Kutwally 

untiC's, was the 'collection made on tlJ(~ distilleries aDd sales of spirituous 
liquvrsl the s~l!jecl of which the Re~iJcnt would have occasiop to relume 
iu a ' su~uelJt part 0'1' this address. 

The ~y once paid at the Oh.mt StatiOll! did not suffice to ~cure 

the lmportens ~e transportation into the markets in the interior pa.rts 

of th19coun'try, nor was the already mentioned Beytukee at every collecting 
• 

!ltation, the only repetition of duties t.hey were thus subject to, as mig~t be 
o~rved b~ the particulars in t}le account onder the head of Chelan, one of 
the Ghazecpoor inland fit!l.tion.~, where a new duty was coll{';cted on the same 
spice! which had already p::~i rl tbem on tbeir importation across the Gogta. 

Nor WfiS this II. singular instance, the account.'! exhiIJiting several others of 

the same kwd, This avidity lUld uIg-enlli1Y ill devising new tolls and re. 
peating as often as possible tllt~ same ones, might perhaps be accounted 
for, from the circumsta.uces of the duties in question having always ~en 

farmed till the period of ChC"yt Sing's expulsion, whence the inventi'on of 
the rentf'rs WtLS a.lway!:> 011 the stretch to discover new s~rces of taxation, 

and to devise new means of gain, iu wbich Government &, doubt support. 
ed them, from 11. mistaken vicw of its own interest; and it m:ght certainly 
a.ppear surprizing t!mt during fiUCIJ 3 course of ye31"8 as this system appgar_ 
ed t,o have continued, it had not operated more to the prejudice, not only 
of the trade, but of t11e general industry a~ the produce of the land and 
l,~uor ofthe country, than it yet appeared to have done, Rod that, io spite of 
the full op6!rat.ion of f;l1ch discouragement.'! during the so much praised ad~ 
m~istrntjon of the late Bulwuut Sing, he should have left this countr; iD. 
such a favourable state as to its cultivatioo and produce. His doiog so 

'must Deed~ imply tllat his managt:!l.Ient of the otller brtlDdft~8 of lldmini-i

tration were excellent, sinC() that could eouutervail so much abuse and re
straint in the single but impol'.tant oue of the commorce of the country; 

:ant to return from thi&-ression there was only to be aJde4 on 
the l!looject of these dutIBI!I in ,~irca.r of Ghazeepore, that all tbose at 
tbe lnhwd stations bore a general analogy in resp-x:t to the articles, on 
whicn ool~oD8 were made, having ~n for ·tbe mqst par~ StIch as had. 

bee9 a~ I!lpeci6ed :-graiM in particular of.,ll ki.ds, tobacco a.nd the 
';od* 9£. &e.augar-caoe ne .... er Ctlcaping anyAere. The CUMin levied 
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on ail these article! were. e.t:~ptiDg as far as regarded the Permit. or 
regular cuatQm house articles, which consisted of Sugar and Cloth and 
Sujee earth fOMIportation to Benga.I, and of Tin, Copper, .4ead, Salt and 
others imported from it, rated according to form~r usage. Deleel Sing, wbo 

{lad been 25 years in this Department, declared he k~w no other rule 
than such uange for regulating them, and tlla:~ the rates hitherto observed 
had 1lever in his time much varied, a.nd that when, they di,l, it· wall only 
occasillO!l.lIy. ag favor or vialv .. of interest gave rise to for fI. ·time. . These 
rates varied ~owcver in each Pergunnah or sub-division. and were snpP')Sed to 
remain uniform within the limits of each. In general the rates on grain 
would be found to run from 4 to 8 and 10 CutcLa. Pysa, or from the fif~ 

teenth to the sixth part of a Rupee per Bullock load, whip:! was gCllel"~Y 
of 4 Maunds or 2 Ib, worth, In some places, as in Syclabad for inw].oce, 

a country or Sabuck duty was !Xlllected per head on Bullocks tr~nsporting 
-gooJs tha.t bad paid the regular custom house duties, hut this abCiJ'nl 
a.nd most oppressi\'c exaction Ce&l;Cd. it seemed some months ~go, in con

sequence of the construction put })y the cII8tom house officers on all or

der the Rel!ident had occasion to j!;'sne, proh.ihiting them from collecting 
RlliIooms or due;; for themSt:lves, to wuich they gave a. more generill.1 inter

preta.tion than was intended, but-as thii> baJ, in more than one iustance, a 

sa1utaryeffect. their sense of it was allowed to have the full elit i)peration, 
At the GUI! ge ()f Jdl:tlabud in the Pe1'gunnah ofShaJynbad, the custom house 

officers carried their cl::actions to such a height, that they levied a duty 

even upou the P~n!t Goods wid there, such as had before paiu the regu

lar uulies aDd outaioed a. R owannab. 

The inland 01' Sabuck duties collected under tl!~ department of t ile 

custom bouse at Joun pc'Jf, wJll'e of much tbe same 'nature as th03e a llC l'e 

descrihed in regart! to the districts of the Sireai' of Ghazeepoor, though 

le~ numerouli and e2ltensive, The Boa-rd would otherwise only ooserve 
this variation in those of J ounpoor that the article.'!, wlu'~n the coll~c-' 
tions were made, were somewhat diff~rent, incillding amoog otber things, a 
4uty on the old bricks, beams and other worn out materials of the crum- ' 

bling town of J ounpoor, anll00th a Pcrrrut and Sabuck duty on paper (of 

which there wu.s still a very consitlerable maoufacture at that ancient but. 
very decayed Capital)"and 00 a country slllt made in its vicinity, this last 

articJp was however cousumoo only by the lo .... er classoo of the people. tbos6 
who coulJ afford it using Sarnbrc Salt imported from the distl'i.ct. of J y,nagur 
nnd avow.ing a degree of prepossession against the Pungah or Bengal Salt;' 

from fire being used in its prepa.ration; be8ides which some of them tho"ught' 

the u~ of it occa.sioD.'iP cutaneons diseases. The account shl>w~' At«. that 
there had been a collecting~'iatioll within the Nawab Vwe~.l~ta 'on~ tit'6 , 



.aIde of Azim Gbur. a circumstance that the Resident only hete brought 
forward as one iD~ta.nce of irregularity, occasioned by the very imperfect 
aemarkation of the limits of the two c(JIuntries on that and- severa.l other 
patti of "the frontif'ts of the" two countries, which was :n fact only rendereil 

in a great dl'gree barmleslI b: ~b~ strict am.ity between the two Govern· 
ments, or otherwi!le were"it Dot for mutual forbearance, daily disputes and 

quarrels wou4i ~n8ue: It might llco}'p. be added that the line of the frontier, 

on that side more e,"pecia,l!y, as laid dowll in the Map of Mf.jor Rennel, 
was totally erroneolIs, aOll would require a. new and particular survey to can·, 
vey n.ny idea of it.~ true loca.l ?Osition, which, it WaJi bopeJ., might. includ. 
~ng the geD""",- correction of the B(!ocras Map. be at some convenient 

opportunit~ lho~ht worthy the attent.ion of Gnvernment. 

(The iula.n,\ duties dependent on tire cn~toJn house at Mirzapore 
wen: of lR1¥= .. b.l!w Sfun" na.~-and ae-scnptir)U as those above mentroned, 
with thi~ differe~ce, -tilat-;:;~r;sider!lbJe part th;"iJOf i;': l ~ levred on pijg..ci.ms 
and o~ go~~~~t~d "a.t i",lr.~heT<rat stated period" u! thp. as~emblage of 
votaries to the Temple of Bindbasbnee, which is siLuat.ed in the neighbour. 
hood. A part too 'o"(tlieSabu~k or interior uuties thus eoUe~le;Ca.-ppeared. 
to have been' dlvided between the Raja. and Zemindars: of the tract of 
mountainous and wild country lying between the Ganges aucl the westeru 

and sout,bern frontiers of Benares, for the protection they affvrJed to the 

merchants a.nd their goods against the depredationl:l of r~bers aud t.irieves, 
who were indeed thmugbout all tbis part of India a very'generalllllisance, 

having even grown up to a kind of trade and profession, a. circumstance 

rrot to be wondered at when it is collsiut' red tha.t there wa~, :\, .. 1 ~I\ rleed 
still continU(!d to Le, hardly the semblance of any r('gal admillj ,~[rJitj()n 

of Criminal J ustiee i~ the Mofussil, or thrQPghout tbe interior p(trt..~ of tIle 

CClUntry ; to correct which defect a. Ireginniog bad however been madc: 

which miglJt, it was hoped, soon be rendered more perfect by a. propl;r ju
dicia.l establishment, after the Resident's return to that city. In fact the 

thieves were, it was belie~'ed, protected in 80me Jegree, in more than one 

di[)irict. by tbe Revenue Officers or men in power, who e:ther dirpc~Jy or 
indirectly shared with them in the llpoil!;, a.nd that tbis WIlS not ::L late cns~ 

tom, butcoonect&i i.n some degree with the policy of Indian Governmcnh 

might lie inferred not only from the funda.mental Jaws of the Hindoos. uu~ 

(ro~ wh·a.t W~ generally us>:lrted and believed here, that Raja. Bllhl'lInt' 

~ing himself kept a. body Of such freebooters in his protection and emplo}:J 

Tb~t&tioes and collections in t'be division aelil under the Custom 

Jlpu&e Df "q,ares proper wera exceedingly ~erotls and va.rioUs.· In 
t.h8ie t~ was nothing very particular (unless it were a repetition of 
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R.dry of -the irregullUitiee alf!f:ady pointed out, suoh as douOlo and evcn 

it. _me places. threefold du.ty (witbollt iucluding the Beywkee) Oil cer

\ai. articles ao!ong which that of grain, the most importa.llt ilL all i.';l re
,.-rd toe interior commer«', a.ppeared in some plaCElS, as for insta.uce a~ Om 

Obnwkey of Kujinary K.bas, to be more than commc.nly burthened. In 

,Ievelal :,la.ce!l, too having paid tne Permit ~r' reg'uilu CUl:!toln House Du

tiea on certain Articles was on prGte<:tion again.st the Chooral' collections, 

and to add, if possibh·. to the perplexity and hardship of such a system, 

, Lhe Ra.ja bad last year fa.rmed out tHe Choorah, or I'Ilther aU the interior 

·duties of severalla.rge tracts of hi ll cOllntry, such as Bijyghl.lr ami Ghllr_ 

·war. &c., to the fartne~ of the hUld reVCI~lle. !It one pln.cp . viz., at the 

:Station of Kerakut Kbas, it was fUUDd that tbe moJo ,ll'Oposed by 1.11'. 
.Earlow of valuing too goods a.ceordiog to the lkjnck or illvoice. wn.:s ob

.erv~. with however this maf.erial J.jfftrflRCe ogaimt tlj(: merdHiub. tlmt, ,~ 

.. urplUIJ of one-eighth was charged on th~ amount. of tho i'hvo~c, on the 

aggrega.le of all which it \'0'.1.. .. tllll.t tlK!- Pt;,l'lliit uutieH were a~ thOlot par

:ticu1ar itation collected. 

(The duties in the rown oft Ben!l.rC8 would he found to he wry nllmcr4 

·ous and to affed all t he indnsfl"iOtls cla .... ses of the inliallitants, beside ... e:\:"

tending to pilgrims, religious observances, and including ~so a tax on !lew 

or repaired doors aud windows, and even on ti,e marriage of widnws, t.he 

policy of either oc. which two last articl~, more especially in rcgard to tlte 

former, it seellletl peculiarly difficult to understand, if there was indCClI a ny 

other meaning than Illcrcl.v to lltil.k.O the JRI)!:It. extensi ve oxactions po.'!siblo 

·on ilie public. J 
Having tbtls ut lengt.h "ClCuren, as M.Uove degcribed. all the partic1l

.Lns (If the taxes, which, a.'1 it appeared, wcre acc(}I"Jing to the sense of the 
Bol\rd's eroers to be generally H.holisllCd, Vefm·e rmx:oecIiog to) isslle the 

-orders for that purpose, it Wl\S considereu. wbethcr 1myand hOlv many of 

the various uticles cOluposing llJCm migh t he preserved, consistent. wit.h 

.the intentioll and the known grounds on which theB~Rnl's Oiu.ers were 

fOlmJed, and uter due deliberation on the subJect, it apJX'aroci. that unless 

.i t were the article of monthly antI a.nnual tines or CODsiu.emtions paid by 
the different traders or corporations in the town of Benares, and the fur

ther article of A ukarec or revenue paid by tlie disWlers of spirituous 

liquors throughout the C"Otmt.ry, there were no other artic1ea that d:d not 

expressly faU under the description of those iuland duties referred to LUlll 

explained in Mr. Barlow's report of &hdary, Gunge, and .~i~~.~1!! awl 

. other inland duties al.u collectiolls. which t.he Resident was di.rcN:e:c;l to ,\.i6e 
ru. beSL enu.oavouni t.o oLt~'D a tot-al_alJolitiou of. . . ,. 
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]n regard to the first of those excepted attides, IS statement of ita 
(lrlDual produ~ had been prepared. aDd altbough from the Dature of tbo bead, 
'af ooUection composing it, i.t &eCmed evident tha.t, by th~ very nature of 
them, tl~ey must be productive of nearly the same bad effects • tbe Rait~ 

• da1y and Ounge duties, oy enhanciug the priCi! of the produce of t&oM 
• • trades to the consumers iond thereLy prooaLly dimtuishing its quantity, (MI, 

well1l.8 in li~e 'proportioll, t.lle genern.1 industry of the country, as f!l.r a& 

i IUl.t could be affected ,by the mat.cl'ittl" useu in &-hoee trades,) .yet consider
ing the large amount in wbich the prescn~ fuods of the country muel at au.. 
evellts I>e decreased oJ the abolition of all dutiee qo the interior commerce, 
ti l(! R~id~"'Ae at first inclined to have pre.~erveU those taxes of the 
trades till the ~ejpt of tile Board's f(}r~her oNcrs; Ollt when it wfLS.found 
t11at,~f re~ined , thei r &mnuut wcu.\'d not, at moot, cxcoed thirteen' hWldred 
~ :lnnually, a sum which ill a measure of such consequence a..a. ex. 
t~n$ive o-,.ration as the ptellC:: llt, co uld Dot he nllowed to stand. in competi. 
ti on with the geoerallihcration of the int.eritlr traJe aud 'he freedom and 

clu:euragement fjf inuustry througlj()llt the Zcmiudaree, which were the 

ol~ecls of the Board's. oroers, thoae Jletty though. uumerous lues had 
th~refore beeD included in the common a1lolitiou. 

With regard to the article of Abkary or distilleries of spirituous li
quors, which a.boundcrl all ovcr the country, the ResiJent had already sub
mitted to Ocw('rnment thai., ""ith " view to the public qiJ, t nUll fo r the more 
perfect prescl'vn.t.inll of the PoliccilJ the two tnwos of Ohl\.Zeepoor, and J oun. 
p;rc he had pl'ohiLited the IISC of Stills,. or tile kp.e~ng 0( liquor shops at 
t.h6f>c pbccs, !loud bad of course givc!), " p the il)considerable rp.veDU~ thence 
deri ved in the two 19wos ill question; In respeet tn· the firs t of these )Jlace. 

the Resident's cooduct ill thiR re;;pcct Imd ltreeu nlre:J.dy approved. It was 
to he con£essOO however that when the ResiJent prdered tuat a.oolitiol1, he 
w;'s not ~ well acquaiuted wi~h the merits of all the cil'cumst&nces rel~ting 
to it as he illu l sinc~ become, Of' oth~rwise he should n. t least have hesitated • 
if not perhaps altogether avowed, the issuing of such an order; for altbou~n • • tt..e uee of strong liquors \'4[et'e quite inooosi.si.eD t with the Mabommedan 
religious Code, it. was found by no means so with that of the HindOOI, be~ 

jog even (&8 the Resident. wae well U8urod) spoken of, and the U&8 of it. in 
~rtaiD; ' caB88 admitted ir.:. the BeJes, thei." mOlt ancient Scriptures. and 
Leiug besides expressly allowed to·cert.a..iD CAStGs tLDd oD ·particulalocoa_ 
eioD!I-to oi.hers, and even e.mpbyed by them. in their temples in acts of de. 
votiqn: ~t was tLerefore 800n found that it would be both impracticable 
a.Dd even41.njust., to attempt generally £0 prohibit the use df the OOuntiy 
"JR.ri~uou.V\uon, aDd that the ~ attelllptn ed8lld ~ prohibitio.D. into 
. the M~fU9si) ~ould occasion a heavy loss to (foverDl8ent, as besidea thOle . 
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pla.ces" "here a tax was levied on thill article by the Custom Bo·. Officers, 

there was not au Amil, and, it might be added, scarcely a vi~e through

out thecoulltrytwbere the colloctor &lid inbabWants were not iDiereited in' 

the continuanco of the dimillery, by the revenue !Lod profits the farmer 

t11euoo dariveJ, as well as frum tho "ery ganonl.1 use which the iuhabitadts 

made of the liquors ill question. Seeing theretore ·the·impropriety attend

ing any extension of this prohibition, the Resident thought it ~ould be at 
least equally irnproporanJ. unju!>t, both to the natives tLnd G.overnment, to 

~ive up the t:1x levied on it, a.s such a re~iS8ion \vould appear like a sanction 
from Government to th~ unlimited use of what t!ven sobtlr Hindoos thougllt 

had in most cases hetter be ah~tained from, aud the too free ; ~·Julgence in 

which mu~t. certAinly at all times affect hot.h t.he morals :-.,d hodily health 

of the people at largellt. was therefore onlered that the same duties would 

be levjed by the custom boutles OD tbe distilleries of tbis Article through_ 

out,tbe Mofussil as heret.ofore, a.nd accounted for as U8Ual to tpe respec

tive bead statiolls of Benlil.res &c .• whicl! would occasion a saving to the 

public reuta.l of Letween 2 aud 3000 Ri. annually, without beiLg f.elt as a 

burthen by auy one, or occa.sioning any expense ill the oolle<:t;on,/ With 
rega.rd to the prohibition of the vse of spirituous liquors in Jounpore and 

Gbazeepoor, the Resident had not yet repeal\!d them; 1st, because such re_ 

pea.l secmed hardly ruh·isable so speedily after the prohibition ; and 2ndly. 

hecause, wore especially in regard tQ Jounpore, wh ich was almost, f'ntirely 

inhahited by Mllho)it1111elians, there seemed to be a degree of local proprie. 

ty I;' rcstrntoiog otlaltogethcr preventing thc use of liquors there, which did 

not apply with equal force in regard to the Mofussil, the inhabitants of 

which w~re mostly Hiudoos. But for his ultimate guidance iu these nis. 

peets tLe Rl.-: siJen t would wait for further orders . 

• TLe account· showed the whole alllvunt. of the articles abolished 

in contlequence of and since Government orders of the 26th J>ecember 

under the following- heads. 

Rahdary or Road Tolls &c., 36,1 G6 5 0 
Gunge Duties or those collected on th e sale of 

grain and oth'er goods in the Markets, ' "" ~6,400 7 3 
Sundries, inoluding Kutwally fees and duties on 

the distillerie8 in the towns of ·Jounpoor and Ghazee. 

poor. at.d on the trad81:1 or corporation in Benares and 

the Nikba.'! Mehal ~~ that Ci.~y and of Ohazeepoor, 11,991 • 
9 0 --

Total, I,04,oq§ 
, 

0 3 

dr ... 
• II. b .. oot hHu thou~t ~ to print Uui debi\ed tooowltB ~Im?,~·~m. 
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Brougkt fur-iJnrd, 
Add duties ,CQl!ected at some few of the interior 

Cbowki~ partly on goods coltilo1med in the country and 

par~ly on exports, .•• 

Total, 

Dedud such pa.rt of the last mention~ Pflr

mit duties as ought still to be coUectod, according to 
the e:a:a.ctest estima.te possible to be ma.de frol'll the 

existing accounts of the l!:xportl! and Imports exclusive 
of the inte~ommerce of the country, 40,94<9 14 3 

" '. Decibct fUrther the amount of , 
.. \bkary saved out of articles of sewage 

o~ndl"ie\ 2,705 7 a 

Balance Rupees, 

being the result and ultimate a.mount supposed to be 

given up or ,106t to this branch of the revenue resources 

of the country, vi;>;: dlAties levied on the interior com

merce. 

Deduct further the saving between the amount 

"f the former and tho present reduced establishmeDt' 

for the collections of Customs viz" fvrmcr esta.hlish
lOQUj, up 10 31st of March 1788, Rs, 57,22U 11 fl 

Present EstaiJlishmcut from . 
j·he 1st of April 1788, 3~ ,256 0 () 

Balance Rs., 

N~tt.est.i mnled diminution of Jumma per annum 
by the ~lition of the interio~ duties of tile Cuswm 

House in Benares, 

71 

1,04,358 5 3 

56,965 · 0 9 • 
1,6 ] ,523 6 0 

43,655 5 6 

1,17,868 0 6 

24<,964 11 , !) 

92,903 4 9 
---

.Besides the above abolished interior duties, the R:'I.ja made by bill 

own Officers, distinctly and. separately from those of the Custom Ho~se. a 
.Rahdar, ao'd .Qunge collection at Ramnugur opposite the City of Benares. 

These would uo doubt DOIV cease in virtue of tbe general prolJibition. The 

Resident "ad nO,t called on tbe Ra.ja. for' any statement of the aggrega.te of 

.oil.~S",~P'\f(.om this Meba!. as doing so wou!4fave·inspired him with the 

jd~ .. 01 attf!~ptiDg to fOllnd thereou. some claim of deduotiotl. on that 



account frOta Government, but it was fouuJ from the papers of OmroW' 

Sing that they might be estimated at betwOOll 4 a.nd 5000 Rs. Whether 
the Rajll was I1r was not eutit\od to &fly deJuction on tbis a.cCOliut. or OQ 
that of. ~he ge:neral abolition of tbe iliterior dutios, was !l. matter on which 
Government !!.lone could determiue. The Raj a was, or affected to De, 
confident that he was fully entitled, and uf~ repea.ted that he trusted to 
the Resident's justice to procure fuJ' him what he consi1i8l'ed. a reasonable 
allowance. .There were several grounds on which his title might be dis
puted, as far as 3.t least as regarded the Rahdn.ry part. of the duties, one 
of which was tho coo tents of the first a.rticle of Mr. Hasting's renewed 
Custom House RegulatioDs for Beua.tes of the 21st of 0:'-!:!Iber 17S ... , 

wherein it was stated that" in the orders which we~~ issued to n./tj~ 
Mehipnarain under date the 2.2nU November 1781 , wLeu the ' setttt"lment 

was Qriginally concludetl with him , it tVa..'! enjOined that there should be 
Cbowkies for the col!ection of tile Cu.~tOtrlS at only 3 plac~, n,:uDely 
Gbazeepoor, Benares a.nd Min:~p,)o r, a.nd whElrcn.s it appears that notwith_ 

standing this iojuuction, a nnm ber of pett.v Chowkies haye been establish_ 
ed for the collection of the Customs in dlfiorcut parts of the country, it is 
hereby positively ordered that uo-.Cu!-Itoms, Juties or exactiOlls of any kind, 

sha.lI be collected on goods pasl>ing at any placo except the- 3 C!lOwkiea 

ab:ovementioned of Uhazeepoor, BeHare;; aud Mirzapoor," 

tIll Mr. Ha..&png's leu,er to t.lle Roanl aecompatlying thoso] nl!W 

custom house 1te~u latlOus, he llotircd tlJU.t .. tlw mcrcilallts, of Bem!. !"e., 
had sinoe 1773 been eXl.IUsed to insutferable el.actiollS from the llIultiplica_ 

tion of .Chowkees or Custom Houses, separately collecting duties in eve,.y 
part of the Proviace, and that. to remedy these defect~ he framed some 

Regulatioos in 1781, and th~t if they had been "strictly enforced, lIe 
should scarcely have bad occasion to resume the subject now, but that in 

fact-they bad become obsolete wherefore he had compiled tbero togethel 

and' issued thelJl anew &c." 

From tb~ Ext.meb it seemed evident, that MI. Hast.ing thought 

there f'xisted, after his Regulatioll$ of 1784,1)0 Jllti.p.s 011 goocls except 

tbe 5 per cent. estaolisbed by tbese RegulatiomJ and collectod at thO!le places, 

but tha.t all this was so understood by the Ra;ja., tho Resident th01lght 
might be liable to doubt, as well as that he conceived, or at least clea.rly.uuder_ 
stood'ihe authority of the new custom rules to extend to.more of tho dutie~ . , 
on goodlt, than that part. thereof which W3$ transport.ed by the rivers. At .. 

any rate ibe institution of the Perrqit rates did not necessarily imply, . tha.t 

they were to be collected only 00 the foreign import.s a.nd expot1lr and not. 

, to f'xttlnd to the inland' tradJlr as it would no doubt hay, beeai'~ ~J" 
on a variety C1f ICCOl1llb to extend this !e.(Wit s,Y"tem to mo:s~ of iha.I{r:a .... 
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'(:he~ of the illteri(M' trade, the keeping up the Sabuck or old Duties there. 

00 might perh",ftS ~mit of being viewed more as a. measure of neoessjty. 
oi' the adoption of what was practicable, thu,.u of choice iu ~e native Go. 

,·erument.' IDlleed the Resident really himself Lelieveu this to have been • ill a 'great degree the case, and on that supposition the merits of the ques. 
tton, as to the RIljfj,'s righi to ea;y remission from Oo\'ernmf:ut in consitlera· 

twu of the ah?lltion of the Jnland duties, seemed reduced to It clear and 
lillliteu compass, wbich ,he had more than OD.ce told the Raja., that it did 
~_~ili~~t~~~~_.~t~_~m_ 

teo(. with eqlJity and justice, &'1 well ItS in regar.1 to what he atfected to dread 

(:o"ceruin~iminution in the reeeipt.~ from the foreign trade by the 
reduction of the .... tea 01' p:Ll'L of the Jnties levied on it, He hnd got little 

faith it tl\e'speculation, however plausibl<.>, and although the Resident had 
often urgod it to him in argument, tha.t the'tradc would probauly ieClease 

fr: the: r~lJefion of the rate of the Custnm, /j() 8.S to render the total 
of the recei.pts of duties eqllalor superior to W/l1lt they had yet heen, ill· 

sOIDuch tlla.t the Resident believed tIle Raja would very willingly (18 he
Ilad indeed declared ie conversation) surrender to Government &11 claim to 

any possible future incre:l.Se of profit in this branch of his re\'enues, to be 
secured from'the apprehension of !; lJ ~taiuilJg any immeJiate loss by the 

preseot arrangements. 

With a view of rend CJ'ing that loss, whet..her to him or to Govern

ment, as little as possible, and us it was indeed coonect\ with the othel' 

part of the armogcUlents iJltroJlletOlY ttl the new system/thC! Resident 
tI)(~lJght it incumbent on him to take 011 himself the reduction of the l.e.:1.· 

"Y c;;taulisbment of Officers hitherto kept np for the CUt>toms, amounting. 
for tile wt. F~~ec yCAr to no less than 1212 persons, besides occasional 

~ditions, stationed at 397 places at the :oulla! charge to the Raja. of 

Rupees 57.2~O.1l-f.), and no Joubt at a much heavier one to ~be country, 
Thc\IC were to be {rom the lilt of April reuuced to. 395 persons of all 'de-

scriptiolls, ami to ·HI 81;~li{) !J s . including the 41l cad or prillcipal Custom 
H ouses, at au auuual expense of Rs. 31,480-0-0, so th.t although the 
Officel's 00 the establishment to be herea.ft.er kept up were evidently hetter 

paid (as far at least lIB regarded the ,,\'owed emolumeD.ts of tllOse on the 

old establishment) than the multitude now maintained io this Dcpart~ 

meot, y.et the charge Oft the whole was much reduced and the business 
• 

would, tbere was no doubt., be beyond eoLDparison better performed, As 

.llpon the footing of tbe aew Regula.tions there would attN the h~ of April 
remain 'no. pIe .. for the Sennasse68, Ira.k~ and Punjabees aud others hav

iDg a aepuate Clmtom h01l!e at Benares, the Resident bad in formiug the 

~~, f,JIialI.ent provided for the abolitioltfOf ttis subsidiary CulJtorn 

bowrt ffOOl th, ht of April, aad as Mootvram/ the Darogah or colleetor Df 



74 CO~J(ERCIAIl AFFA.rRS IN TR» 

it, had behaved himself witb great diligence and propriety in the discbarge 
of his duty. the Raja. bad beeD desired to transfer him tQ Jounpoor, the 
Darogah of wnich station would, owing to incapacity, he removed. from the 

,1st of April) 

This degree of interference OD the Re'sident's"p&rt in the !orma.tion 
of the new establishment and the provision for Mootyram"D?t, being quite 

consistent wjtb the line of separation, which Mr. ~adow proposed to be 
drawn and ma.intained between the department of the custom houses and 
the Judge of the Commercial Court, it could only be slI.id, tbat the Resident 

thought the cirC'umstances of his situation required <lC him .. ~ far to de. 
viate in the inst.'lDCeS in question from what. would unilfr otber circum
stances be admitted as the preferable and more regula.r mode . . Hbwever 

the ~ja had been assured that the foundation was laid, and he would in fu~ 

lure bave the sole and entire choice of the custom house officer"on ally' va
cancy happening, in like manner as he had a.lways had, since the Resident's 
arrival, the entire and uninfluenced ~omina.t.ioD of all the collect.ors and 
officers of the la.nd revenue throughout the Province. ]0 sbort the less 

the Resident interfered with tbe"Rn.ja a.nd entered into the details of his ad· 
ministration, the more he consulted hi~ own ease and the more he stood free 
from active rcsponsiLility, but he would be unworthy of the libt-ral confi· 
dence reposed on him by Government, were he whilst the present lli"lr.rct.ion 
remained with hil)" to suffer either of those consideratiolls to operate on 
his public C()ndud! any further tha.n he might deem consistent with tile best 

means of securing the public good, to procure which in the greatest (Iegree 

possible he knew and fdt to be the object and cnd of h is mission in fh.i s 

country. 

It was intima.ted tha.t pernaps Borne furtbcr reductions might. SOf,P 

be practicable in the establishment of the Customs, particularlY at Glm· 
zeepore, but it was needless at the time to enter into furtller particulaNl'oll 

that head. 

The Regulations for the Commercial Court of Justice would. it was 

boped, meet with the appprobatioD of the Governor General in Council, 

pa.rticularly the degree of authority assigned to the Judges of tbe four COIuts 

including Benares, to f4ke cognizance io certain cases of breacbes . of the 
Regu\ation against the collection of interior duties. These exactions were 

often, when separately taken, not of Bufficient consequence to ·induce 8: mer·" 
chant to repair to Benares from JC!unpoor, Mirzapoor, or Ghazeepoor to 

lodge hia .complaint, which he might nevertheless be very willing to prefer, 

if be ~ have accesA to all" Court more in bis neighbourh9"~· .• '1, t.h~&! 

conv~;"'m. ,deviation had b~ uwIe.Ji:on! Ibe ,lenor of J~. Board:. in 
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Jtructions of the 26th Deoember, but as it had been left optional to a.U par~ 
ties to complain to the Resideat in the first instance if they chose, and .p
peils bad been allowed to the Resident from the decisions of th'e fou.r Courts, 

. it was trusted tha.t the spirit and meaning of the Boa-rd's instructions had 
been snfficiently preserved, and a.t the sa.me time by this regulated and a.l
'most undiacretional rlelega.tion ·of authority to the country Courts, a great~ 
er scope and eH:eC't had ' been given thern than they cou ld otherwise have 
been susceptible of, had ~he 801e and e.(clusiveju risJ iction in regMd to sucb 
complaints rested only in the Commercial Court at. Benares. 

f;rs~Jl.8 for the Oustoms and Comm.el'Cial A.daVilut, datr.Q. 
29th 0 Ma 1. 7R8. 

'" 
'The R.esiJent t.aking into consideration the orders of the Governor 

Ge~ral in Council of the 26th December last for the regula.tions of .the 
Customs in ille ~roviQce of Benares, alld '..laving OD. the 12th ultimo re
ceivAd from the collector of Government Customs at Calcutta the forms 
therein referred to aud having been since employed, in collecting the in
formation necessary to ea.rry the Regulations prescribed iota e.l[ccution, now 
proceeded to i~sue them in the follQwing manner;-

Itt. That ill order to afford a greater seeurit, to the body of merchantR tmding be· 

tweeD Beua!"ellaud the COD1~"Y" other dominion. of Bengal, Bet. .... Iud Oril84, Rowl"nall>o be 

gnuted in the IIlDe form anO .ubjec~ to the ulne regulat.iuns for tbe c,,!tom bOlla ..... U Utose 

,,1_r1"oo lit the collf!Ctors of Go.ernmeDt Cuatome in the Provj,,<.:u ..r~ .... id, ""bieb form of 

Ruwanna..b and regulatiou, to be iutroduced I.Ild obtlerYM from the lit A~! a:re aa follows:-

Form of Rowannab for the Benarell CWltom$ with luaeription of the new Sell to be im· 

preeiIM on them. 

No. of each month. 

1. Mohur Pertnit, BeD.ra. 

the lit of April 1188 of the 

Chri,tilUl, agreeing with the 24tb 

of the 1IOC000d Jum3.udie of the 

,W 1196 of the FUI' 

lee En.. 

Mutlah Shood. '. 

s 



, 
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CertiRca1.e of the doti. eoUeoW .. t the Per

nut., or receipt of ClUoWUll at the Capit&l of Be
lIarft in the Zemil:ldU'tl6()f M.~ip IW.uaio Ucohadllr 
oo[ng part oI the DumU.II' of the Huu'l>l¥ Ea8t 

Indu. COlllpn01 U!,"D _&.tI t.d~ with -
proceeding fcom __ ta_or \'I'b~"er ~lle too 
trauH(lOrWr pleaaea, let Lim CAffy it-tilE Duty 

at the ra.~ 2. or 5 per caul (=rdillg to the 11"
liIre of Goods II'! herea.ft.l:or epecltioo), having Leen 
rec<!!i .. ..d au ~blo _____ illto the TrNoII"ry of 

the 8utlr\er Treuurer, it il ne~rl' tb.t uo per. 

100 do obstruct the fr~e I"' ..... go thereof in the 

ra.<b, or gh",uta, and f"rn..,.. 

L • 

1 . 

e ,~ M . '~i ltlmf"~r aprt.,i.cmenlat the 
.. .g . S'IIIt1~r llt .ll.:nm or pb02 Ofn..U:l.I'CII, 

"j S price or viluati"D 
'0 ~ J .. 14lt. t ' 

~ ----BOfIQ wilh __ ,,,,,,,, 
6 ..... Jue _~ ___ ___ 00 which 

c.,ll""t.ed 2~ Or !l I'<l1' Cent. Duty 
tUl1n uut !>Q DlUfh : _ 

"Tile above form to Lr in thp I";r~iMl !rml;\l~:;~, "",1 ~ trAU'lJ.tion theN"! tn b.. ;',",lrwd 

in tbt Nolgry elu.r.tcter in tL~ Dill!t.'C~ of Hiulloo.t...u. 

NI/.kul SI!<:>Od, or copied. 

lIe.,.i.,,,,,,n<t ~II 
t he Trea.ure'.'M 

Olliee. 

E"d'''·.~ ll'''-'''t_ VUI'Y tnltn 
C"l'Y (..hu 2!\tl! JIIU"~l''' 

\!l)tll lor January 1788. li88. 
M. n. 

r"",,r MlI_lIriff !) (F .. w)}.uo'ognh' .. ) 

OIfK'e. Ollize. 

2nd. Tha.t the c llstorn hruse be opened every d,~y for the transaction of 
business and tha.t every Rowa.lJnah applied for in the course of ellah da.y sha.H 

be-issued in the course of the following day, hut IlO B.'HI'nUllUh ~1HJ(1 be illllllod 

except UPOIl a written applicn.tioD signed by the tr'\ IHI)I)I'tcrll or tlwi,' auth()f~ zeu 

Ilgenh. nnd specifying the }wice, (jua.ntity, aud qUlllity of thc goods, Bfter wilid. 
the duty ig to bt lcvied in the m:lltllcr hereafter particularized ill t.l~ I Hh Arti4 

ticJe of these Hegubtiou!. ) 

Srd. F..a.ch Ro~ .. n-nah is to have imprOMed on it t.he !!Cal of the Raja nnd 

that of the Collector or.Darogah j that of the Mutihrilf or Accountan~ and that 

of '1eviJdar or Cull.keeper, and 011 no account to be deli..-ered up by the llUIt 

mentioned officer till thl! dllty be paid, that no balance lIllly remain at t'b6 cn~ 
of the year. Eaoh of the lllaid officel'l are respectively to have the cUlI.tody of 

the public 11M now cut for the use of the customs from the ht iOl'ltant, besides 

which. the Darogah is b have ltbe clllitody of the Raja's Permit S~;..~d thtlx., 
8.fC 90verally to affix on each ~owlI.nn~b the illlpmlions of the B6t: th-ua rei~' 
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\ivcly o~trU8led to tllem. TIley are &1110 each of tllcm to affix' their respeJtiv6 

aiguIlluret'under their llealll in the form ahovc prc30ribod, amI the Darog:ili ~ to 

~rile tb6 woNt. Mutlah shood under the Hlljn't;I sOlll, wbieh mode. alsoeareftlU, 

to be observed in rl'spoot to the enO(lrtlement!l, ami every Howt\uua.n is to be 
drawll out in the 89.lUe precise forni, and fur auy negl"ct ill all or any of th680_ 

, respects, the p~rty offell!ling: wi}i be plluisln.:u ill the Cummercinl Court, as here

under e&ts.bJishcd ... hy a 6,M not exceediug' :30 lUi, fur ell.ch OflCllce, or fillnlly by 

di811lillllal from office ill c.uc uf perso\·ero.nce therein, 

. tk A RownnDl\h granted at any olle ell~tom honso, shaH pass through· 

out the Provinco for the space of anti yellr for the same goods without mololSt3-

tioll, or ~T.4.elay than roilY be requisit.e to eltltulc the officer of any other 

cllstom offioc to ~~rtu. in whether the gOOll)l nlld Howannah correapoud, nor 

elJlLII tFk ¥iletiPtl for t,his purpose e\'cr CIcced the spaco of one day, on pain of 

Hie J)llrogll.h or defaulting officer's being !,uniMcd in the Commercia.l Ada>;\ht 

hy''''ue eqlijyak~t to tho loss of the time thllOi cccasiuHcd in the voyage or tllO 

goodij, should the party thllls longer ddnined prefe r hi~ complaint. 1'Lc Duro

gall is to certify on the back of the Howfllmnh if he filiUS that they agree, and 

t;/tould he fiud that the mel'chants lJRve t(~l;:en up more goods after obtaining tho 

RowiUlllnh .... ith FL vie\v of evading: the dlltie,~ Oll surpluB, he is invariably to stop 

the whule, and to giVA notice to the Hosident in hia cnpuuity of JUdgfl of the 

Commercial Adtl.I\'lut, wIlo, if the fact be proved to hia s:l.tisfaction in the Com

mercial Ad!~\rflut, ia invariably to coufisco.to the whole. 

t5t1~. 1n cxplanrttion of that part of the preceding o~'th Article, whicll 
~irccta that a Rowannah shall be good [')r one yrar, it ill hcrc\)y p~vidod that should 

1\ merchant he de\!iroua of koepillg hill good\! for :~ bct.ter nmrkct hnger than the 

seal for whieh the Rowammh is CI1rL'!!nt, he shall bc cntitlcJ to an excQll.nge(l 
Howll.llllab for another y!!lU Oil tho tcrms sp<JciHeJ ill the 9th Arlidij of tho eus

tOD! house regulatiolls o'f tho 21st of October lIt!4, that ill, Oil oath being mada 

by the QVo'llcr, or sllti~ri\Ctory proof obtained of the identity or tho goode, and 

suncudcring; tho old. IWwu.nnah, Or should a merchant be desirous of dividing 

a dl!fopateh into sl1Jll.ller parh after hM'ing taken up n Ro'\Vanull.h for the whole, 

he shall be entieled to !1.9 mnny as he r:bOOftea upon idelltifyiug' the goods as above 

~pccified and surrendering the old ltowa.nuah, Bllt on 110 IWcount ",bahl\'Ct' 
IjhaH a merchant, after arriving at thc plu.ce of hill destination, be entitled to f\ 

new Rowaunnb, duty free, 011 pretence of bis bavmg only transported a pa.rt or 
the despatch lIlldet, the original Rowanuab. In all , exchnnged Rowannabs, tllO 

seal Rud na~ of t},e Tevildnr must be omitted, in lieu of whicb the number 

llud dille of tho original n('~Rnnah must be insertod in the body or th! ex· 

dlll.n<fetl one, and the Daroga.h must cancel the old ono by cndol'8ing the dAto of 

the n~,.. 'one upon it, that it may not be presentd again for excha.nge. ' 

<itA.., 411 ROWllnnllhs mllst be numbered fr~m the .eginning of each Eng

'lith 'mtl!th a:d"a rElS'i~try kept l.f them I\coordjllgl)~ specifying the name of the 
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trartaporter. the p1ace from which lLod to which traueportBd, the value of the' 
goods and the rate and amount of duty collected thereon, which ill at the end or 
every month ~pnnotuaily to be tranlmitted to the Re"ident in biB capacity ·of 
Judge of the Commercial Courty'and the form of this Regillter i. here gi ... en as 

'follon :-

Regilter of Rollrannabs from the cuatom hou8e ~f 

of Bena.ree for the English m~ntb of 
" in the ProviDCC 

Ezport.s from t. 

-
.0 • I Ii · I ,.-"\ .; 

.0 •• 0 .'l) = • " 0 ." • '" • 0 • o . 0 ~ = ;: ~ . 
~b ! .;::~ 

" " .< = •• ~!J 

'" • .§ 8- ." • 0. 0 0 . 
.Ii' - 0 t~ , .~ ;::3 " 

~ 
0 0" 8. -"o:l '" .~ - 8. - ~ .-~ -g • • f ~ • o· " = = - = "~ " • . ; 

" 0 
Z.li 0 E.!: - I = - • • = 

~'" 
0 ~ 0-

~- 0 • > - 0 

<i i!. " 0 - I " • ~ • ZO 0 
~ 

" 
~ )I 

0 '" 
~ 

" 0 

" I • 
"' '" I , 

The Darogah of each cu"to~ honse is to caose to be kept four Rnnual 

and separate Books, ill the first of which i~ to be regularly registered the Row
annBhs for t.he Goods imported for immediate e:o.:portahon lUI from Bengal to the 

Deccan and other parts; in the second the exports from this country; 3rd the 
e.J:ports for the intfrca.l consumption by water j 4th the importll for the internal 
consumption by land, as from the Nawab's country and Behar dtc. These Regi'l

ten to be added up every dAy and signed by the Darogah, on failure of w~ich 

form f;)r anyone clay, noleN! he can plead sickness or is permitted absence 

by the RajA. or the Resident. he shall for every such day;!! omission be fined at 
the rate of;j Rnpees per diem, Rltd if the ease appear to require it be also dis
missed from his Station by the Judge of the Commercial Court, aud in cases where 

tbe' Darogab it unable from lIiclmeSll or permitted a.hsence to sign the sum totd 
of ~b day's receipts as above. the Mushriff is to be careful to sign it daily uuder 

tbe like penalty for neglect of duty. 

7th. The Dilrogab is to transmit monthl,r to the Judge of tbe Commer

ci.,l Court his eUllIl Account ill the following fo:m under his own Ilnd the otber 
offioen' aignatures. 

Cuh Aooount of the custom house (If 

J) •. 

for the month of 

C •. 

To Imports for Exportation By Establishment, 000 ' 0 0 
88 1"r Register; 000 0 0 ., . " . 

It aporia u per Regiiter, '000 0 0 )l 

Cash remitted, ... jfJO. o. 2. 
• ' I.. • 

Balu.nce, if any Ib, 
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To Imports for Consump- the Treaaury, 
tion by water as per 

Register, 000 0 0 

Imports for Consumption 

by land as per Register, 000 0 0 

TOb.I, : •• O~oO 0 0 Total, 

79 

000 6 0 

0000 0 0 

Besides the a.bove, the usuo.lllilCOunts are to be sent to tho Raja &8 often 

and in lIuch forms as he may require .. 

StA. At each oftbo custom houses and o.t the stations delJendent on 

them, a ~Ilr must be; kept of all Rowannahs pll.Ssing their respective stations, 

in the 5fl.mc form M .... OOve prescribed for the ROIVannahs granted hy themllelt'cs, 

which Mgistry is to be separa.tely kept in a ,iloak, a.nd for tbis purpose a mer

chBnt passing au authorized station with 8. RoI'{ll.noah muat exhibit it to lhe ,per· 

Ilon'ftllochllrga .. of that Station. Attested copies of the!>C Registers kept at tho 

subordina.te stationJJ, ILl the sam(l will bc authonzori nllu filled on in the sequel 

of the present Regulations, should be transmitted daily to the superior IltatiOIl 

upon which they are dependant, or as fr'Jqllcntly 3.8 po~iblo according to the 

dist-auee, that is, once at least in C\'cry week. 

9th. hll order to dew" mcrouauts in applying for Rowanoahs from giving 

in the uame~of goods of a different llpecicli fl'om or of an inferior qUlI.l ity to those 

whioh they inteud to tl'anllpm·t., or from e~hibitillg: spurious ,:and fa bricated In· 

voices (as hereafter noticed), the collectors of any of the prin~l 8ta.tions, where 

such goods pass, are authorized, eithor ou suspioion or inform~ion, to order one 

bale yt package to be opened iu tho publio Cutcu6rry, alld if any Bucb fmud is 

disco\'ered, the collect.or shall forwlI.rd the whole despatcb under a proper guard of 

prollll to thc Resident as Jud~ of the COlllln ~ rcial Court, who, all the fact being 

provcll, shall confiscate tne whoLe without rellCl'vi" 

101h. The ute of duty being !1.11 undermcutionod now 80 easy to the mer

chaws in gc~era.1, and the facility with which II. Row:mnllh may be obtained 'so 

great, 00 merchant is to attempt to transport his goods by land from eOlllltrioll not 
;vithin the Zernindaree of Bcnarcs without first tnking out a lliwll.nnab, and an 
gc.odll thull fuuod proceeding by lanel witllOut a Rowaonah khall be stopped at the 

first subordinate IItation and carried to tht: hcad custom house on which it da._ . 

~ndst where 'double duties 'Jhall be levied on euch goods. And to render the 

trall!por~ti.on of goods by land lUJ eMY and freo M possible, the Darogu.hs of the. 

severa.l stations a.re directed on the receipt of the written applice.tion of the ttnnll

porter, ~r of hill authorized agent, to collect the duty and i88ue the Rowaunah ac
oordin~to the epecification in the said written requeBt, which goode Itre to be 

liable to be oompared with the Rowannab a~-the &IlveralsubQrdinate etations, and 

if found tlot oonformable to the Rowannah and the writteQj specification delivered 

~; the ht,:b1.~\ at the time or hie ta.lri.ng it out, tli whole of 'the eaid despatch 
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I!ha~l he immediatoly tl'anllported to the bead 6t.ation, and from thence' hy 'ho 
DarGglth of thut Htu.tion, "itu thc statemcut of partioulars, to the Curnmoruid 

Court of ~ where, Uplffl proof of intention of fraud, the whole shall Le 
confiscated to the use of Government. 

lil tho Tlmt \\'ith Q. view to tile aUval~t.'\ge o~ the :ncrcharrts and the- en
coumgement of the trade, the duties. 011 the I'xports from the COUlpaIlY'S Pro

~inces passing th!'ou~1.i Bellilres to the w('stl'!'ard or DC\ldan mMr"t:ts, or imported 

into the Zemilldal'ee of Rcnares for 'illl uwn consllmption, be reduced to 2'! per 

C("nt. upon tile price or number of Rllpees lI~cifi~d in the CompanY'1i H.owauna.b. 

12th., Aa fL further encourngemeut to ti,e merchants it il!. l~GJ decla.red 

that f, 'om tile estahllshmellt of the abovo moJe of grunting the kowannaha and 

keep!ll!; the accounts, Ragistries k c., the Dem.res Ro \\'anuaha Me by 't1~e (t..wcruor 

Umlern] in Council to lie declared clirrent in the Compnny's dominions of Mengal, 

Hehnr ami Orissa, IUld ~u t/er.td, fur the ptice of tlltl g00lls e~ported (rorfr-it\cu . . 
Wlmtry, by which the Merchants will eJ;periellce no delay there in ,the "111uation 

of their goods, which will be payQblt! upm H,e prices iusert;m "in the Rellare:i 
ltoWll.lllUlh, after wllich the merchautl:! loc:ug furni~hed with that of the Cum

pany'a Provinces mn.y transport their SWUlI \\,hcrcc\'cr tho,)' plelliIC: 
, 

13th. No ,Iuties of any kiud or denomination :lore 10 be collected III any 

/I.\lt of tile country CXCl'pt at the fvur principa.l cllstom hou~es of ficnare&, 

Ghazccl.lOre. J Ollnlnfc and Mirmpore, nor upon Ilny goods pro,luced or mauufu.!;.
tured in OUll part 1 this country and sold or conllumed in another, bllt ollly VII 

lueh part thcI'eof till shnll bo elported j nnd if o.uy amount lIh8.l1 thuB be CoJlJect

cd by all! person ,,'Imtel'!';r, undt!r wh",tevcr donomiulI.tion, a fine shall be levied 

by the nlost effectual means on B1Wh pcI~nn by the Commercin.l Court Ilt Rena-

1"E'8 of three times the amount,-srds of which Bhall be < given to the party com

pll\.inin~ of allch unuue exn.ctiolJ, as nn encourngement to perBons 110 aggrieved 

to pr"fel' their compbints to the Judges of the Court, who will not fail to render 

.th~m specdy justice. 

HIli. With a view atin fnr lher to promote the adva.n~ and eaa.e of the 

mcrcilant,ij, the p')ok of mtca ill no longer to he inva.riably uasd, 8.B the rule for 

I\BOCrto.iuillg the value of the merchandize, on which the duty iB (rom the lBt of 

April to he till further ordertJ levied, but the vl-lue and the rate of duty is, from 

the lat of April 1788, to be asoortained and levied according tl) the four rnleB 

pointed ont in thia Article, viz. 

Fir4f.ly. On all goods imported under the Compnny.'B Row-annaba flom tho 

Pmvinoo8: of Bengal, Bebar and GriMa, intended for export&tiou to tbe D6.:.c&D o'r 
othel' western part, or for interior elporu.tion in the Zemindaree of BeItMU. 9!

pe_f cent. is to be , oolhcud ~D the "alu~ or the said good .. se: ~,~.!U. j.p,. .... 
CoDIFY" BO\\'&DJ,lllh from file eaMward. I 



'8comI.1y. On all goods imported ... bo .. for uportation lDto tb. :N&
.... b Vider'. domioi011l, the former dul., of 5 per oent. 0Cl tbe valuation in tU 
beok of rates is to be, till further or<iera, collected, with the- e:lotptiona alread, 

.tabliabed in (oI.vor of raw lilk and aUk pieoa goodlaod cotton pieoe good. im

ported from the eastward. Tbe two Srolt of' which llre to pay duty of 21, aDd.. 
the lut the duty of 5 p~r ClInt,~!t t1lt~ vlliuil.t,iun ill the Company'a Rowanu"b, 

"and with the furtber f:lIC8ptionll CBt.ablished by the !Joll'ble Board'lI ol'der o( th. 
8tb of April in-1be yea~ 178', whereby the duties OD the artioles of .aWron, 

cinnamon, mnoo, cloves, "nutmegs, coehinetl.l, Europe iron, .teel an"d copper im

ported illto tili, country from Bengal 'Were reduced to 2i per cent. 

Un tl1'c imports from the Deccan nnd other western marketa for the internal 

coneumption of the.$emiudaree of Benarea, 2t per cent. upon the value. 

Thirdly" On the importa from all countries, exclusive of those unde~ t.he 

~'y'l '¥'wllilIDahs ill BeIlgR.I, Behar aud Oriasn., according to the value and 

rlri.fol hith8rto established, 1l:loopting only the artitlle of IIhawl goodll, the duty on 

wbich ill! to be oolleeted ft.S already established at the rate of 2l per cent" ou 1.1;,.. 
I3eejnk or invoice of the iruporter: but in future that original Beejuk is t{) be 

produced to the Custom ma9ter and to ha.ve the Rajll'e Permit seal affi:t«i to it, 

aud, &. copy of It being retained, it ill tben to be returned to the owner with 
tbe Rowaouab made out in ()onfonnity thereto. 

Fourthly aruJ lrutly.- On all goods produced or manufactured for eJ,:

pol1ft.tion in the Province of Be-nare", S f}Ilr c<:nt. ou t ile vaJ" by tbe invoice of 

the goods, which e- very per80l1 applying for !l }Ww9.Dn .. h is to e"hihit, at the same 
time with his written reqllCllt for the <>a"ne, B.8 a lreru:!j di tected;u the 2nd artiol.e, 

U P;D the .value expressed in the Reejllk Ot iUl'oiDil, tho duty is tv be levied, aDd 

the Daroga.h is, after ~ffi"il\g tbe Hnja"s Permit Ileal on the said illl'oioo and 

keeping a. copy thereof, to return it to the UWL\lr of the guods together with th. 

:RowaDllAb. 

LJ Sth. ~id~ the duties a, abova described which are to be collecte4 

upon imlWrts and exports lis mentioned ill the last article, DO duty, CUltom ton, 

(lr fee wlltl.te'l'er, is to be collected from the ht day of April 1758, upon tran8por. 

tatiOUII or 8&la of auy article or tratl'l or mercbl~nd ize, or upon the salea or co~ 

aumption thereof in My Gnnge. Buar, Haut, Pait or village, towu or plaoe, 

.. hate'l'er, (lD pain that the- partie8 (whether CustOhj bO\lae officer or contractor 
for tb.s l&nd rental, or Zel1lindar, or other landholder wblltaoe'l'.sr) wbo le,y or 

take 8uch duty, CUBlom, toll or fee on such transportFLtion, or on the sale 01"'000-

~umptroD or lIucb good., 8hall he finsd as specified in the 13t h article, and shatt. 

lor th't:''Ptu'JIO'8 be liabl.e ttl be a:lI11plained of, not only ,to the Resident L!l Judge 

4 tba CQmmereial Court hereinafter illlltitUted, hut to tile J-udg,el of any of 

.tj ........ l.CqmpaDy'. CoIloft8 or ~, G'o.ueJrr, ibwptXJr 01" l&.l~poor. 
':iQ ... :.~.......,.. lIMI:Iu-ntlll, wbOU!j ,tIlM., .eiUblr -.rOD lbe lr..ti~ 

• 'F 
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0,. bid'ore the othet Courta abore Dotioeci, the mO!!t speedy IDd effeotual·justic~" 
Iud redr9ll!l .hall be administered in the manner and to the Mlonnt epeoified in' 

Commercial ~Iations for tbl! r,-,urt of JUltice. }'rom the .. hove l!J:flmption froo:l 

dutiee, the article of Ahbree or epirituou8 liquors ill alone e:z:cepted, which i14 
' every year fllrmed out in the p1acee ""here the farm there.)f how e.liata, and the 
!"t'"ut thereof (according to whll.t the farm i .. j 'utly ",~d properly capable of 
yielding) to be paid by inetalment.a to lIucb Sudder Cust.O"TI bOllee!! or to the col
lectors of land revenue in such ~fehaJs where such farms nolV eItet. 

16th. That as. from the institution of the present syatflm, there will 

be no plea or occasion for keeping up a separ.'!tte Custom house for the SeOllllllset'8, 

hakeea and those of Lahore and Punjab &0. ILt Benarei!, tbat deps."rtment be 
ll.bolillbed and t.he expenses thereof saved to the Rllj!l.. And as the present 

Darogah of Juunpore declares himself iucapable from his :gnoranOB of Pmian to 
discJ1arge the dnties of that deplLr~ment &8 prescribed by the present rp.guiationK, 
tbe Raj" is de~ired to appoint to the Baid office Mootyraru, v .. he was Darofin' or 
collector of the Senn8.88Cf:8' Custom hOllse now to be abolished, and "ho, from d.ili' 

genae and regularity in his late station, is flo fit ohject of the attention of Govern-

ment.) . 

17th. That the former est:a.blishmfnt for the nrpartrncnt of the Customs 
be aboiiahed and the followi])!:;: reduced one be llJ force from the lst of April 

ensulDg. 

18th. That the several (loHeetors of the GU\'crument Customs and atb

Cl8I"8, considering tlat it ill their immcdlatc and il\(li~pI!05able duty to t.o.ke carc 

of the general interest and rights of Goverllnlent, be equally c..reful witbi!1 

their reapective bO"undarie!l to prevent goods ilc in .: smuggled through them 
£rOUl 01- to auy of the other divisio lls, as if the go .. ~l~ WPrtl prnc(ledillA" to or tilt/I 
been despatched from their (lwn Sudder Cbowkey, :I"cl t;~.1t a8" further encom· 

agemeot to tbeDl and the scvcJT'\l Officers auborlilllate to them, it is rleehlr~l 

that ttba of all goods, which Bhn.lI' be 8cized by them in tho attt'Dlpt k· be 
s~uggled, shall, afte r condemnation in the t:om ll) erci,.l AO:1.\\ lut Ilt<Renares, be

long to seizera in the proporti{!\l of one half to t.he Dnrog:uh IU1,1 officers at' tl!o 

Sudder statiou, and one half to tho officer~ of the Motmll.iL Chowkey, should the 

.seizure be mtldo...:-t oue of them, and if nJrl.Jc at tb 3 Suduer or HeQd Station of 

I.he Custom house, thM all the itns shall be Jiv:dt/d between the Darogab and 

bis principal Officcrll, alld tho onl' II.fIloug thcm who ~htlH have !>een the immedi

ate or priucipallUea!ls of making th t! ~eiz \lle, ill Klwl, prop0l"tious lUI the Resident 

ilhll.ll, as Judge of tbo ' Commercilll Adll.wJut, accordin" tv the drcuro6ta.noes of , c 

each ca.se, a,wJl.l·d. 

11th. Tho DiU'Ogah of eacb station is to be beld ulIllwerab!.e tfr the 

·aondllot of offioel'f5 undor him both at thli Su dder aud in the Mofuesil, and is to 
bke Muchnlkasll.od Slm:ty flf' his own indemnification for t "e gpo6-coadaet.,t. 

' the Budder and )[ofuull oftkera, aU of wbom, except tha .Mu~ aact Taner 
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-dar, "be may remove at hi, pleuut't', 001y informing the Belideat and the "RAja 
w.ith his reMODS for 80 doing. The" Muahriff and Teh1'eeldu Are to be fClpuaWl}l 
allswerable for their (.wn conduct lUI hereafter mentioned, 

20th. If any fee or cOnlJidention wbateover shall be taken by the Duogab. 
or his ofliO<lrs, Sudder or, MofuA_I, (rom any merchant or tr&d,sr or any person 
or JMlnlOn8 whotl'l!\Pl!ver, Inch Darogab shall, on complaint and proof iD. the 
Court, be fiot'd .in the Mid t:ourl to the amount of three times the IIUIll tbWl 
taken either by himself 01' his officers, beside~ being further liable-to dismi8Ba! 

in the dillCrt>tioll of the Court, which may Rho (lrder \luch of the inftlrior offioet'fl 

to be iI~.i.88ed as on lIuch occuion may he fouud to bave offended, Qnd tbi8 res

ponsibility ol"tbe DD.rQgah ill to e?'teud as abovementioned to aU the officel1l11n· 

dec Ilim excepting the Mushriff and Tchveeldaf, who are in like mannec to bc 
answerntlc f<)~ thoir own COUdlillt, and to be subject to the same penalty of fine 

and dislUi~l as tbe Commercial Court mny award . ..... 
211~. The DaroglllL'I of each 8tation arc to trallsmit to the Commercial 

Coutt, a Jist of officers and scrvants employed by them according to the preceediug 

6sta.bli.;hmon/.6 for each dil'i .~i<Jn, and to R~nd with their respective monthly ac· 

counts the lwccipt! of the said Officer8 8.S Vouchers of tb.eir monthly w~s. 

22nd. The Darogh!'L8 of e:u.:h st.ation are to he careful to abolish a1)(1 reo 

call immediately the Officers uf all Ch')wkec~ eJrcopt those that remain Il.uthorii· 

cd, and llot to aUow of any other Rahda.ry or Gllllge stations in the cOlll1tr1 

bcside3 tbeir \iwn D.llthoriu(1 ones, without iuforro',lg the i.esidcnt, who will 
take ilmnediat.e moasures for th t) aholition and puniahmeutotof the officers of 

II l1ch unauthorized stations, wbether kept up by Zemindars" '4milB or others, or 
falsety pretending to aet Ulld~r Hill aut.hority of the r,egular Custom. house 

stations. 

The Resident next proceudeJ to that part of the orders of Govern. 
ment of the-26th of Dec~mber last, which directed the estaLlishmen t of a. 

Co~rnerci&1 Court of Justice, and the following Regulation~ were made 
for it. 

lit. . That a Court of JU'.ltico rot' takin;; (logci~&Il(le of IIU CommerciaL. 

,mll.ttcl'S be in~tituted from tho ht of A.pril: to hear and deOlde on a.1I complaints 

again~t in fractions of the eitbtiug Regulations for the DepMtment of the Cus

toms, or wr neglect or duty, or misoom\uct ou tho lIart of tue Custom bouse 

officers, aud u.11 oomplaints of r.be collections of [hhdtl.cy, Gunge or other pr!.fhib: 
i\8d dulies, and to ent'lrce the ge:neral prohibitioos and penaltie8 ag:aiu~t 8uoh 
illlfracti,u\!, &8 oorttt\inad in tILl! general ordSI'j issued and puhlishtld hI the Re

aident from the I lilt. of September last to Hie predent tlms, . iuoluJillg 8uoh part 
W',.the.reguJtti~1lIS for the em\tom bQuse of Novem~er 17tW., IIIi have not..beclli 

~ Or .. bJ.gICteJ by these QiQem. . 
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Ind. 1'ha.t tb .at el ta. tlMamerol.1 Cnrt be.t Beaaret OT when· 
...... er the lteIitettt .MIl be at tJae flicae ..,itbin tae Zomlndllree. 

Ird. That the holding I)f tWa Ceurt be not liraited to fixed day .. but 

tbat the -Reaident be e."Y day and At all tililel rell'y to relloive ~mpl.iftt. of 

infractiotUl.of the CUMItI bouse JOegulationB, 4!' \Of any '61 a~ of tl!oe m:len ieau
ed aiuce Suptamber laat, in e:r:planatiGu or e.fvrceraellt thar&Qf, (lr again.t -tbe 

euctioa' of .the &hdaty ,or Guuge duties contn.!,! to tbe Orden <tif dais dat.e. 

41'\. Tbat tbe proceedings of this C01lrt he cept separately itt the En

gliah .nd Persian langu.n.g.s, and tralUraitted montbl! ,in English t9 theOover

Dor G9n~1I.! iu COlloaiL 

5th. Tbat upon complaint preferred in writillg by &Ilf tRert,haot or 

. other pel'1lol1. of any infrlloCtion of the regu.latiolls aforcl&id, or of the collection or, 

or a'tt8lI1pt to exact, BUY Rahdtl.l·Y or Gnuge duty by RUy collector or ZIlJii-·iar 

or farmer, or of the Ileglect of duty or pGsltive miQcGill:!uct by any 01 thc Custom 

m~lerfl or their i.leputiee, the ReliideBt do, in Gis cap!\eityof Judge of the Com

mereilil. Conrt, .iuae a SUnlUlOJl8 fOr -the party eOIlJf!lailloo ag'joiost to attend 
within a. givelL Ilud that ae .hort a time ... poe~ible, ... biea SummOl:B is to be servo 

ed by the peQll8 of the N&~ir of the Court, and that ou Ule defend!Wt being thus 

bro~bt bef(lre it, he is im1nediatoly, Of in ono dllY aftel' hi" RlTival, .to put in his 

.Du'er, whereupon the Resitleut il to decid.e on tiM;] merit. of the cu.se ftCIlording 

to the proof and. his senie of tht:- merit6, ill 8.8 lSumma.ry and lI{ltcdy 1> mallllp.I'",1I 
IIhI.lI be OOIl.lIiltentI witb 8ubst&ntiaJ jUlltice, the nature of the busincas thllt will 
OOIt'l& befoN! thi8<~(jurt, lIot admitting of tedious pI'QCCS¥ 01' delay; srod in cnse 

of iti" findiug the, defioludant er defeudw.BL~ guilt.v of AUy iufr,.etion of tbe regu

J.tlon~, he ia in his decision, oopy of whicb is to be offal'ed to each of the pt.rtie3, 

to quote the express a.rticle of tb.e Regultttious, whieh has been disobeyed, aud 

thereupon to proceed to levy the penalty therein &JIIJO\MCed against such infrt.C

tioa, which the Resident, a.s Jnfga of the said COUI't, i8 hereby authorized to levy 

hy the usual mode of coel'cion, th!!.t ill, eithel' by lllaciug peons ~ver the pal·ty 

CU.lt, and call.iug him to pay the dllily e~pellse of them, Of by aetual impri~on
ment ill the Resident'lI Guard hOll.,e, lUI the J.udb"ll naay !>eO lllo"t. 

6th. Th~t beside:t !mch perlM,ltie8 to be l~\'ie,1 as nforesuid, if the COUl

"plaint be agaiust any of the officer" of the ('udtoms, they KRall, bes.idea huving 

the prescribad penalty levillU 0101 them in COUllllOll with other perIlOus found guil

ty of illfn.ctiou of the publiiihed '1{.eg:lI\o.tlO[I~ u af" I't':tll.iu, be liable to be di8-

mi~ from their officei, if the Re~ideut as Judge of the suid Court s}ian deem. 

the CI\88 to require it, .in whioh be is to Signify ~ucb di&miSIIIL1lI.ud the caU!I(l there

of in PUf ..... annah to the Raja. under the StJal of the Court, .. hereupon . . t~e Rtlja 

ia immediately to obey !ucll rcquiaitioD, alld to appoint a!lother penon 'In. lIuCh 

dillmiaMli' officer'. IIh~ad . .. 
1f". That the &OOOl1~ of tho Cult.oDlll and ~ tbi1if~""'''' 
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to, or to tbe pt'Ohibited Ra'bdary dotin, be reeorded in dl'lepIIorAe proceediog. 
01 the Relident aa J'lSdge of the·Comm.ercial Court, and that the ~ 9( til .. 
prooeed.ialS' be begun by & uan~cript iuto one of the RagulatlDtlI for that IM
}JBrtment "(IIl(li ooing Mr. SarIn's Report and Appendix) frolll. tbe rev 1 TeA to ' . 
,be pl'l!Sent day. 

8th. ThM the R.e$id~t be, M Jl,ldge of the Commeroi&1 Court, .mpo;'er
ed to I"D6ke 10011 further Regu.ln.tiow and to ena.ct lucb other pen&lti81 for dil
Clbedienca to the rulee of "this Department &8 6lperience may point out and ren· 

d('f requisite, and that such further Regulation) and p8:f'lAlti$!l be in force a,nd 
bindin!¥-!11 the parties and the Court atrsctM thereby in 15 da.yl from the "date 
of their publication. 

"'''' °Tbat in c&8es r ... lling under the cognizance of this Commercial 
Court to whioh UOOtl of the existing !tules mar be fully applicable, tbeJudge t~ere
C)nPtathoriJ~J \.() p8.l!8 lIucb ooiers therel)ll. as may be COIl.~i8tent with equity 

and substantia.l jUl!tice. 

10th. That M the ptnalties agninst. tho collection of prohibited dutieR 
either in the Custom' hOillle depnrtrnellt or in that of the Rahdary and Gunge 

dutie~,. beretofore collected by the Ami1s and Zdtnilldar3, are by the eli8tin~ R~gu, 
latioDS fu:ed at three time~ the amount of such e.J:lI.Ction, two thirds of thee!! 

p811Altiel'l, when levied, be· invariably paid to to.e compill.iFlants by way of indemr 
niflcation to them for the undue e'Uction and for their 1088 of time, and that the 
other aile third 00 appropriate<l towards the necessary e1:p"nnes of the Court, 

and monthly paid by the Hcsident into the Company's Trea.su', and 8~t again.t 

the oharges of its establishment whioh is to be 8.11 follow8;-

11 tl. Esta.b1isbment for tbe CommeroiaJ. Court. 

l _ }iative SerishWlILl', 

I-Mllhurir, 

I -Nazir IloIld to Peons and Stationery, 

8>, 

" 
" 

50 0 0 ,. 0 • 
00 a 0 . --

120 0 0 

121&. That for the more eff'eL"we-l: execution of the · directions of tbe 
GOTernor Generlloi in C011n<lii f<Jr the abolit ion of all the inland. duties, wbethft' 

of Rahdar, or Gunge description, it be left to the persons on. whom .uch duty or 

dut;ies awl be levied, or be attempted- to be levied, either· to complain tifereo£ 

r .tb& '\It kMtaDOe to-t.be &eiUde!!t at BeQans iu hiB capacity of JuJge of the. 
eomm~1aJ. Cou.rt, or if they ROO it, frOID' aituation or otbenriae, auJte con"e-. 
~ to lodge tbeir OOt;Dplaint jl) the l.t wt;anee bef'ore . the J lldges -either of 

JIo_ Ilt_, J_ or Mi_. *'l"I"""MOb ~.ds" "'p""ti'~ 
0lIOII .,;"".u:iW .... -. ,..,..... "".., ,0* _ -.. lJooir 01,",,:' 
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tion 00 .uob ooQlPWnt. and ah..1l, witbin the same day on whicb it Ih.II be pf't~ 
IeDted, prooeed t..bereon 10 flU' as IAJ iseue .. summons for the attend .. nce of the, 
party oomplain«l against, if eltuated within the Sil'Cll.r where their Court.e are 

ro:.peotiu1l btdd lI.ud etltabli.v.~~ and shall enforoe witiJout delay suoh defen-

4ant's attendance, or thllt of his Vllkeel properly authorized to answer (or him, 
wbether suoh defeud"nt belong to th6 depar tnreut of thf_ Customs Of to that 

of tlut lund revenue, aDd ehall on their attendauce hear .Ille pr'l)ofs of the plaiu

tiff, and in all 08888 whero tbe complainant's allegations sbl!.l1 be esh.hlished, either 
of any 8um h'aving been actually exacted, or taken, or attc'mpted to be exacted 

or taken (rom him, her, or them, tho J UdgCR of the 8I!.id C~urts shall invaria.bl~· 

and without dolay paM a decree against ~ul:h defendaut, imposing o,.!!-~k ... Il. fi liC 

of three timtIB the amount of wluil,ever sum lU~.y be proved to have been thus 

e tacted or taken, which S lilU is to he divided in. t be proport ion of .. jrd to 

the C"mplain&.nt and lrd to Government, n~ noticed in the 10th. Article. Or if 

J10 "'lOIt aball have !Men exacted, but oll ly lUI attempt made towar~" ,Jt, 

then a fine staaH be a'll'llrdeo. u.gaimst the defendant to such affi(,unt 1108 the 

JtSilgcs should respectively dooll1 fully equIvalent to the loos whict may have been 
ooeaaioaed to the plailltiff b); bid detention and tho vexatioD uuduly suffered by 

him, the al"uuut of which fiue, hein~ f(lrthwith IC'I'icd, shall be wholly paid hy 

order of Court t o the P1MQtlif fur Il is complete ill'lclU1uficatiou. 

13tA. That were the fiue imposed by the Provincial Ad ... wlut men · 

t io.> ned in the last Article, for auy brt.'llcU of the prohihi t ions against !(al ldary ur 

U1II1"'1l uutiol! shaH take Vlac6, 'the defendant or party scntc1\I,:ed to fine, may, 
o • 

if di:>satiJdied wlth ,tbo doolsion, Appeal to the IteaidclIt ill the Commercial Court, 

ttuJ Il .)t 111 the Sudder Adawlut, ou tl le solo couditioll of olltcring illt(l au on

g:tgemellt before Ino Judgo of tile Provincial Adawlut to pay a penalty of,oue 

fOll rlu moro thil.n the origi1U\l fille, in C!i.S8, the a w.lrd of thc Provincial Court 

lihall be confirmed by the Resident at Benares, itnmedia~ly on 9uch Muchalkas 

being euterdd ill, the Mofusail Jl.dges are respoctively t o" mak6 out an 8.tte~ted 

DOPY or t ll(l proil8ediDgs in t ho proceed ings in too cfl.u~e, 1\1\(1 to trausmit the aame 

with the pllrtiet!, under charge of a Court poon to t he Rel:licent, that as litt10 

delay 88 po.~ ible m9.Y intervene in the determination of the Appeal. '" 

14th" Thy Judges of tho several town8 of Bono.res, J oulo poor Ghazee
~ore and :.1 irupore are to keep separate proceedings on all compla.ints of this 
n'8turo preferrad to them, and are to trltnsmit attestod copiea of tbe same to the 

Reaideut mUlltbly as Judge of tbe Comlllereial Collrt. 

On the 27th May 1788, the Resident reported to Government that 

from many C8.SeA that bad come before"him &8 'Jud_ 
"'from n~iden~ to tbe ~ " '1"" 

... rbOr V .·ne ..... J in eollUciI, of the Commerct3.1 Court, slUre the ht 0 . Apn} 
a..ted ~7 ~iJ )hy 1788. 1aat, it waS found highly CIIsential botb for the COD~ 

; v«lielJ'l'e of the owoe'nl of h0atll aDd goode coming from Beaga\,fltlid' .Be:~ 
idto"tbe l:)enarC9 'Zemiad~, that "tbe" would" be fumiahei! " lrita~ 
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l'any'ij Rowanoabs, whethl'r the articles imported were liable to doties or 
not; as tile ma.oy iDmncAS on which the Resident WAS obliged to enter, 

from such boats arriving without Rowannahs, had hitherto tdten up a fun 
moiety of the tilUe bitherto deemed necessary to bestow on this Depart-, 
men't. It was noted that the Regulations DOW in force were as far as re-, , 
garded imports from 'Bengal and Behar founded on this principle, that 

whatever had p~id duty to tbe Company in those Provinces would pay the 

t;ame here, and, on the .contrary, that the goods which passe4i. free there, 

wouJd bave bere a s imilar exemption, Tbat runDy boats arriverl, the COIl

ductorl of which denied having tAken out any Rowannah at the CompAny's 

Custom' liouse, which It:ft the Native Collectors in this Zemindaree entirely 

at a loss how to aGt, and was a:nd roust form tLLe occasion of continual COD

teutio:' fip~cia1Jy in the Castl of Europeans, WhD were apt to cDnc(live tbem-

8~~ aggrieved at tbe slightesL hindrance, as being rather a new \bing 

to ~ )ern iu.this part of tile country. The Resident believed that it is or· 
dered by tbe Company's Cust01(1 bouse Regulations, that no boats witb 

goods, ""hetiler lia ble to duties or otherwise, should pass out of the Pro

vince without a R ow8nnah, yet that many did, or pretended here to have 

,l one so, was what he had Jaily exverience of. It wa.s requested therefore, 

1 hat if the Regulation io question ~" isted, it might he fully enforced, or 

if it did 110t eJdst, the strong flxpediency of establishing it immedia tely, as 

weH as of causing public notice to be issued ,that it would he duly enforced, 

was suggestt!<!. By this a great dea.J of trouble woultl be saved in thiS 

cc nntry , both to th e parties and th(> Custom Ilouse office' s, and enable the 
Hcsiuent to devote his time to more useful purpo~P8. 

From Secretllry to GO'l" 
ernwellt. to the ReaideDt, 
d .. t.ed 11tl! June 17.88, 

On the u t ll June 1788, the following Re

solutions passed by.the Governor Gcneral in Coun

cil upon Uesidellt's letter of t.he 29th March Jast, 

were transmitted fur guidance;-

That lUI probihitingmerclmndize to enter the Province or Bennrea with
out a. Rowftlluah being previollsly tn.ken ont for the saDle~D1ay possibly M 
productive of incomellience to such merchants, us may Dot buve in their pow~ 
to procure RoWADIl"bs befure their entry into tbe country, by impeding tbe pro
greer. of their gOod8 a nd ololiging them to leave thei r property iu the power or 
turbulent Zemindan, who inbabit the 'l'testcrn aud southern frontier, that tbo , 

liNt part of this Artic1~· down to the wordll "on 

J ',;&.rtiole ld'n'" ", ~MIi. which it dllpellds" be enused, and the following am~4-' ,!.u I ptGpole esu at.i,<>ol. • ' 
ment substituted.:-

" .'I'b.~~of duty behlg noW' 80 euy to the -Jsrcbaftta in general. aDd tlJ, 
~ ~th "¥* a Ronon&b ma,y be obtained aO great., -an} ' goode lmpork4 
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from foreign countries by land or water app!'O&Ohing au authorired Station 1X' 

Cbowlley without B RolPt' .. onab, sball be .topped and carried to the head CU&tOIll 

ltOIlB6 on whiea it depends &c. &t>. 

That it appcnriug to the Board that the continuing tho duty at tb, for· 

mer rate of fj per cent. all any of the exportlf from ~be Company's Province. 

1I'be~ber t il the Vi~ier'6 dominions Or any other oountry, ,opera tes as a bt,rtheo ,to 

their own trade, and that the abolition of it would confer 110 benefit Oil the 

Vizier, the wi thholding of which might be a good policy in ol'der to accelerate tbe 
coucl usiou of the Commercial 'rreaty -Hesolved that all merchandize whatevet, 
exported from tho Company'l; Provinces by the way of Benares to tllP-Nizier'. 

dominions, the Dl'cCl\ll Qt'vther foreigll conntry. lJe immediately reduced to '1 
per cent. on the Company's ltvwnnnah price. and t1U\t the l4l~ident I;le di~ted to 

make the neces~ary alteratious in tbis article Il.ccordiugly. 

Resolved likewise that the Resider.t be n.equlI.inted that the B(rard appro..,.e 

of aia having deferred making any alteration in the duties 00 tbe goode imported 

into Benarell from tile Vizier'lI or any other ful"cigc country, the Company'. Pro· 

vincea excepted, whether for the colJsunlption of .Henare~ or tile Company's Pro· 

vinces, till the Commllrcinl T,·eaf,.y bet-evetm the Vizier's and tbe Comp ... ny ,ball 

be concluded. This resolution n<;l t to affect the reduction of the duties on Shawl 
good, imported into Senares as 8fM.'Cifieu· in the article, and l'I'iJich haa received 

the sanctioo of the Board, 

That with respect to cotton and other goods imported from Rebar, either 

by land or by "\fater, he win oollect double duties on those not covered witn a 

Benares Rowannak as direct.ed in the article. But that jf the merchant. gives 

in the ·priee of his goods a.t any of the custom houlle1l in Benares, and tll.kes out 

.. Rowannah for importing them in.to the country, he is not to be subject to 

donble duties for not having taktfo. out a ROl'I'annah in the Compa.ny'e Provinoes, 

the authority of the Raja. extending no furt her than to collect his o~n dueB. 

That they approve of the abolit ion of the ta.xes on tradel in the city of 

Bena.re!, and Sllthorire him to continue the duty on 8pirituoull liquor. through· 

eut the co:.mtry Iur the reasons ll!l3igned in his letter. 

That with respect to the deductions wh'oh the Raja. appea.rs to e:r:.pect 

in conllequonce of the abolition of tho inland duti6IJ, the Board obll6rve that the 
gte!l.test part of them were unauthorizod, ha.ving been fOl"mally abolisbed by tlH!: 
RegUl!l.t ion of 1781 and 1784, a.nd consequently that so f!lor frOIll thinking the 

. Raja eutitled to !I. deduction, they cannot but deem hi. conduct highlY·ftpte,

ben sible in continuing these enctione in opposition to the repeated injunotioI1l 

of Government for t.heir !l.bolition. That if he bl.' a.ny knowledge of the real 

int.ereiIW of the counWy and ,.people under hi. authority, ·a.nd i& a.oaioua to pa" 
mote them, the.Board are Convinood t:bat upoll fnriber OCIIIai~R .., will·. . . 
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NDaible of the advantages they mufJt derive from tbe present arrangement&, 
aDd that incited further by hiB attachment 10 the British Goverumef>t, he will 
ro-oper&te he ... rtily with tbem sud the Vizier III carrying into eleflutiun tbe mea
aur" that have bean concerted for tile est!lb)j~bment of a ft..,urishing inland 
Commerce. That t.he Board howe ver defef tbe ditlCussiou and fillll.l decision ot 
tbia quelltion to Ii. f, .• turo period". " 

That the Board approve of the catablbllmcllU fixed for t he different Cua
tom houses .te. &ndconfirm the rema.ining Art)(;\.!" of the RCt!"u lat ions, aud di· 
rect. that no alterations be made ill the Sdome withou t their approbation. 

Resolved abo th:lt. the Regulatiolls and estnblishmellls for the Commer· 

ci.l Courtll he CQufilmed, Rnd that 00 aiteratiou he made in the Bame without 
the expresa ~rder8 or tbe Goveruor General in CCHlnClI, and that t he Resident 
be.:treoted to transmit monthly to th~ Board, a copy of his Proceedinb'll 'n his 
capa6'ft:y of.J lldge of the Commercial Court, t,)gethcr with abstracts of the Pro
eet!dings of tile Court~ of Mll"l'.!l.pOre, Ghazeepore and JQunporc. 

Re60h'ed likewise that the 1l.c3ident. he acquainted thRt !Sueh other ar
rt.ngamenta in the District of UClJart)H, OIl> tl~elld upon the couclusion or the 
Commercial Treaty with the Vi!';ier, will bo cIJIllIll!luio.:a.ted to hin:; when that 
nent talre~ place. 

On a repreRenlaliOll from the Raja·~ Custom Master n.t Gbnzeepore, , 
A_dent'. Proceeding., I.Lat the goods imported under tUe Company's Ro-

dated 6tb JUD~ 17S8. waollabs into tlJe Bl:onrl'ls Zemilluaree were gener-

any. found, on searcb being made at his station, to exeeeu. in weight as 

well a.s Dum her the specification thereof contained in such Rowaooahs, tb~ 

Resident reported to Government on the 6th June 1788, that the ·regula

tiona of the 29th of March were not explicit db this point. The 4th and. 10th 
articles h;!\'iog only }Jro~· ided (fir the confiscation of goods fOllnd to exc~d 

RolVanahs granted within this Zemindaree, and thll.t pending the receipt of 

fu.rther instructions from GO\'ertlment on the subj ect, it had been ordered 

to eollect dou.hle dl.lties on all snch snrplui..ZQQJ_~.importei in this manner 

from BeugaJ and Behar, and to grant Ii. Rowannah for t.he whole. 

It was rem.'lflted tha.t:. were this coulltry and Beggal and Behar con

sidered.entirely as forming one whole, in the same manner a s the two last. 
mentioned Provinces, there was no reason why such excess of the me~baD

,ae imported from them into this Zemindaree should .not occasion the 

~ion .of the whole, on the 8&me principle that a surplus on" a Benr.
Me Bowallnah did within this Zemioda.ree, and in Bel'l.gal ao.d Behar with

Ja,"~ ~inC8l, Suob. regulati.oa wou\d • .leo fiend very· Btrongly t,() 

lAo ~~··of tho Iiou'We 00_". c.... ia ,.iI. two 1'"",,, .... , 
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of Benga.land Behar; since the merchants knowing them~lves liable to 
detention here for the frauds committed in Bengal and Behar, and 'Vi.u 
'Vt'rsd, would %e deterred from ri~king by the heaviness of the pena.lty, 
'J'lJat in fact the imposition lIf douule Jaties which has been adopted would 
;If itself contrihute to the same end; but whether this degree of pena.lty 
should be carried to confiscation was for G~v~rument to determine, 

It W&~ further observed that there was considerable' differeuce be
tween the maUlla weights of Bengal and this country, It was therefore 
UJOught as conllistent with the first orden> issued on t he sul)ject by the 
Governor General in Council, tL:l.t for tlJ(~ g'feater ease of tLe me~hauts, 
the duties here on importations from Bengal and Beha,r should be collect
ed according to the standard mo.uuo of the place where the ~oa~'8 Ro
wally-au sLould have been taken ou4 without regard to the local difference 
of weight in this Zemindo.ree. TIJis t·ule must of course be rfcipr~r ID 

respect to gOOfI~ passing to Bella.r and Bengal through this Zemindaree 
and under Bellares Rowannahs, according" h, Wllich instructions bad beeu 
~t' llt to the Custom master at Patoa. 

With reference to Reside.ut's lcttcr of the 2ith ultimo, Government 
intimateu tbat by the st.alldiug orders for ~!.e col-

"'...,In Sec,.. to Ute Q" ,·t., 
I" the nwidcllt, da.ted 11<b. lectiou of the custum s ill the CompaDy's Pr(;vinces, 
.Tulle 1788. all boat~ loaded with gooUs or merchandize ap_ 

proaching 3n aut!;orized "tatiou without a. Row3.uuab were I>ubject to dou_ 

ble dntip.s, which were regularly It:vied upon all persous not conformir.g to 
this Regulation. ' 'That in cases wbere hoats might 118.ve eluded the vigi_ 
lance oi the officers of t.he Customs in the Comprl.Oy's Provinces and en
tered the confines of Benar~s, the proprietor of suoo boat, before its ap
proach to no authorized statiob, would apply to the officers of the Raja for 
:\ Rowauna.h, the duty on such goods must be levied in tlte same ma.nner 

as if tbey· had been tile produce of Benares; Lut if after avoidiug the ray
ment of the duties in the Company'li Provinces, the perSOli i.n ~harge of the 
hpat should neglect to take Oltt. a Rowannah before llC approached an au
d llorizcd stAtion in the district of BenR.res, the officer!; of the Raja should 
It·vy dOllhl~ duty upon the yalue of tbe merchandize io. conformity to the 
IUth Article of the Commercial RegLlations, as it stood ameo.ded in reply 
to the Resi(lent's letter of the 29th March. 

Notification of the above orders with the amencimenta was ISS~ 
to the Raja and the several Custom mas\ers of 

Relident'aPr .. e",e dillg'"DA 'th' I' t' II t th bo d dllled.,th JulJ 1788. .' .venares WI an In una Ion 10. e 8. ve amen -
me1i!t.8 of the Regulations did not a.ffeo:).tboBe '61.

tablisbed at Mirzapore ig· tOe beginning of April ·when . the' ~t .... 
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at that place, in answer to the petitions of the Decca.n merchantll; the 

rules there · laid down for the said D'lCCan or western commerce by land 

having been approved by Government under date the 1 Hh of June last. 

A copy of the aOOt'e Regulations was :11,,0 ;;ent to the Custom .Mas~ 
ter a.t Patua., tog<::tller.witll copy of Govemtnt!ut order:! of the 11th June, 

as well as of Resident'oS aJdrt!S8 of thld 27th May. to which it wa:> a reply, 
with a view tliat all persons before they p:~s.!j ed PntH:!. rnight.be apprized 
of the purport thereof, 'for notwithstanding all hi" vigil..!ouce, boats not UJl~ 

frequently come up here withuut H."l'I anuahs of allY kind, ill cousequence 
of wh~h thoy were subject to don hie dnties. It wa') suggested thercfr,re 
that all boab (exc~pting pcrha"ps Budgcrows) Ie:\ving Patu:l for thi.~ couu

try shdt1l~ h'ave Rowannahs, which were the only eff~ctual guides for the 
native Custom Masler-s in this Zemindaree, and that if such boats di!J not 

c:~i·'Y"kood~ liable to Juties, the Rowa.llnah~ were tu express thi:; aUII they 
would pa&! equa.lIy free in these districts. 

A copy of the Notifica.tion issued by the Residellt. 011 tll~ rcceipt of 

Re8ideut I" the Gm'E'n1or 
G<lner~1 io Couodl, J"t..'<1 
f tb July 1788. 

orders of Government dated II th ultimo, relative 
to the amenumc!nts made to the regulations for the 
Customs ill this 7.emindaree nnder date th e 29th 

of March last, was !lubmittpJ to Gnverument, :J;I\U it was !It.at~d that in the 
t,,'rms uf thiR N"tificati()1! t he Re.~iJllnt har! availed hirqself in sOllie mefl._ 

;;ure of the contents of the extraordinary Gazette of the ~ith ultimo. 

In reply Oov~rnment clid not think proper to adopt for tl lC pre!lf!IIt. 
HC$idenfa l>r»Cooi.!lg~, the Re~ident's proposal for coufiscating goods im-

<lal.<ld I1tb July liS.:!. port~J from the Company's Provinccs, which would 

appea.r to have cx.ceelleJ tl,(l quanti ty spccilklJ in the Com pally',; RQwan

uab. It wus direct e,\ that such goods ouly would be li!Lble to confiscat~on. 

or to Joubl"e duties in Bo.: llaf.:!';, as might be stoppell in the attempt of J1&SS
ing an authorizt..'<l stiltioLl in tbilt district witlJOut a Rowannah, or wLich 

UPOIl examination wou lJ Ill);' v... fuund to correspoud witi the Rowannah 

lukeD out. 

Government approvr.l ()f the proposal for collecting the duties a.c
cording to the standard tll ,"L lind of t.ht~ phlce from whicb thc Rowannab for 

tbe goods might hal'c bc,~n t: lkt'u O' lt , .... ;thout regard to any local diff~ellce 
yf weight, and ilitiroateJ tbat the D(·ce.ssary publicatioll had been issued 

,hccordingly. 

The Custom ma-;'er at Mirz'l.pore haviDlJ represented that be un

"'*Ji.aWeut" ~ing" ll erst,) , .j that the CommerCIal Treaty bad DOW 

jaMel iltt N'n:]", '1188, takeu effect from ·the tnsti:ftltiOD of a repla.r au,.. 
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tom house establiahed at AliabaUad, and that now be proposed, at reeom
mended t.o him by the Relrldent, to sta.tion a.D. officer and two peOIll!i on the 
fTOotier,~merel' for procuring &oud !It:ucliog imelligence, and means to fix 
t·be sta.tion at Putw:l.l'eepvre in the Pergullllah of Bhudu hee at a dIstance of , 
1! coss from Luclmguir, which W9.8 immediately situated upon &nd conoect

ed with throo frontiers viz. the Compar.y's, the' N:i.wab Vizier's and third. 

Jy that of 1'llureb belonging to Raja Ood"'Ullt Sing, 

The Resident approved of the design enterta;l'Ied hy the Gustom 
master, and de!lired him to station the Mootsuddee anc two peon,~ at Put
wareepore as proposed by him, for ,he purpose of procuring and ~nding 
intelligence only, with instructions bt, to pre\'(>ot a.nY,molestation what
soever from beiog given to ooll.ts within Hon'ble Compauy's' li,mi{:s, and 

thl\t}f tbey knew of any such molesta.tion or undue demand of (lustoms or 

tolls of whatever kind having been made upon boats, either by f.he J!'I'i'fple 
within the Nawab Yizier'e frontiers (particularly at Locbugu'i¥) Ot io 000-

wuot Sing's country, they were directed to liellJ advice 'hereof through the 
Custom master at Mirzaporc, specifying the na.mes of the' owner! of the 

boats a.nd of the people who wo,uId have 'hilS molested them, 

An el.trad from the above proceedings was transmitted to the Re
sident at Lucknow, with an intimation that it was ooped His &cellency 
the Vizier would a.ppro\·e of the iOALructions issued to the officers of the

frontier station a.trPutwa.reepore, as of late some insults and stoppages had 
been committed towards boat.'! at that part of the frontier in the vicinity , 
of Lucb llguir in the Nawab Vizier's dominions, without it being absolute
ly certa.in whether the Compaoy's subjects or those of His Excellency 

(though it was firmly believed to be the latter) were tIDe aggressors, , 
These further steps, adopted for the eecllrity of the tr~e pasliing 

through this Pl'o\-ince, were lik ewise reported to the Governor GeneroJ in. 
Couocil with a hope that they wOllld meet with Hi .. Lorrlshlp'8 approV3.1. 

In reply Government approved of an officer and peon!; being st&

tioned at Putwareepore in the Pergunnah of Bhudobee by the Custom 

l1l&8ter of Mirzapore, 

On the 8th December 1788 it WII.8 directed by Government tbat the
,penalties, specified in the 11th Article of the Oommercial Treaty wit'll tht,; 

Vizier, were to be levied on the pel'fK)D8 therein described, in e&&ea 001,' 
wbet'e tile goods 011 ~hicb anautharized dutiM might have beeo collected 

~ them., were imported from the dDminioDl and nnder the BcjI,.,rmw..f. 
1& koeUenqr the V.er, ~d that ill .n other inr.tancea 'O~ ~ncl_ 'Rae-
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tion. of <kltiell, the party offending WIIoS to ba puniah&! by the impOlition 

of the fine of three times the 3.(1l0UBt eo taken, as pre.~cribed by the Regu

IMioo. iuued by the Reeidellt all ~he 18th of March laat. 

It was r~ported to Government on the 21 st Ma.y 17S9 that owing tf> 
the irregularily iii the. Custofu 'louse regulations of tho .Nawab Vizier's do
minions, thet'e ... ·as m ilch incollvp-oience felt by the merchants and loss to 

Oo\"emmen t c'ustoms, owing' to th e diffk'ulty and delay in procllring Rowan

no.hs for the goods imPorted from the Nawab Vizier's dominious from the 

Custom houses of that COllntly. The Resident had therefore at the sug-gas. ' 
tioo 0" the Resident at L\\cknow, joined to the rt>.I)lOn\;trallees uf th~ Custom 

Masters of the BelJares dill t ritt and the complaints of t.he Ilative traders, 

revert..:i to 'the ruie u.lreu.dy establi~h ed , whereby ra.t~ of duty were to be 

taken on 'goods imported witlJout Rowannahs from the country of .Oude 

ant ,-.ats depenJencies, equal to dou lo le of those charged Oil such goods as 

were brooght from the same couu~ry under Rowan nahs u.ccordiug to the 

commetcial treat,Y. That this rule would be adhered to as it bad already 

obtained the sanction of Government, and that it had been deviated' from 

for a short time, wit h 8. view to illdnoo great w.gularity and strict. confor-• 
mity to the t reaty, wllicb was however found impossible to enforce. 

The Resident's pl'OC€eoings, in reverting to and re-establishing the 

former order relative to t be rat.es of Jllt,V to be tak en"pn goods imported 

Without Rowa.n\U~hs from the country of Qude awl its dep,ndeucies, were Eln

tirely approved of by Goverumeul on the 2!.Jth May I78~. 

On the 2nd October 178[) it w:ts reported to Government that the 

re~ipts from the Cl\S~Otns ha.d not incre:l.sed in the proportion that was ex

pected, and tlla~ only u.s. 8703-5-6 had bee~ collected in e,'(cess of last 'fear, 

being B.s. 16296-10-6 less t\lan wiulot was cl>tilnated for the Fuslee year 

11 .. 96, that the Cft.u.'leS of the re<:eipts not liaving proved equal to tbe' ex

pectations, were the I.eavy mius wluch IOtelTupted the traffic by laud in a 

grt!at degree, the abolition of the Juties 011 cattle importld an~nal1y ioto 

this ZemiuJa.ree for the purposes of cu1tivatioll, which had !esseueq the t:'.":, 
sources by 6000 Rupees, the cheapnc;;s uf s nl;~l' ill Benga! which had caused 

a diminution in the expo~ation, and the low ness m the dllties on cotton 

which l1ad takeu place since the Commercial Treaty with the Vizier. It was 

obsct"i'ed \.hQ,t there remainod no ground to doubt lest, the realized oollec. 

Itionlt should hs.ve fallen shirt of the estimate from any causes that Govern_ 

ment. bad reason to regret. as indeed the very contrary seemed h1g hly pro. 

bable. conqideciog the many and material curtailments that bad within 

~!Ie t".'Zea.rs taken place III tbe rates of~th.e dtlties and tbe bumber 

~. artiplea ?f.' whi.ch they cou'llistril -which 'bact bee. &It.Oii:et'he.r .. boliabed., 
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the collections not having at all oxceeded those of last year, the exoess be
ing only in the net and not gross amount, teuded certainly to evince the 
Aourishing state of the genel'a.1 I":ommeroe of the country, which 0.11 the ar· 

ticles given up had an evident tendeney still (urther to promote and in· 
• 
creMe. 

The charge of the Custom house establishment had somewhat. ex· 
ceeded the sum fixed for it, wllich howcI'er would be justified as there had 

been efi'ecte{1 an aunual S14Viug in the Establishment of tbil> D €'partmcnt 

to t.be amount of upwards of lts. 20,000. 

In other respects the department of qustom" WI\.f:, reported to be in 

a generally prosperolll! state, alit} the country 'I'M and wo\:l~l, it ~as trustctl, . . 
continue to become aunually morc resorted to by merr:hantl; of a ll deDo-

minations. 

It was stated that 5 per cent. was nXN for duty on goods, imported 
from the Vizier's country into the Zcmindan..e of Benares, on the valua.tion 

of the N:l.wab Vizier's RowBnnah, a.nd whe!'e IlnaccolDpaineu by Rowanna!Js, 
by the valuation in the book of rates . 

• 

1t W:l.S further obsfrved that. in con~cqllence of last year 'l:: drollgh t 
and rising dearth, the duties on all grain lmported from other \~oulltri e!:i 

had heen ta.keu off, to wllich might no douht be in part ascribed a ci}D~icler-
• able uiDiinution i~ the geucra! receipts of the cUcltoms, for which th~ Raja 

would of course claim some n~ lIliF.s ion, 

·The Government in rc:ply on tho 21st October 17S\l considered tue 
causes assigned for the defici£"ncy in the estimated produce of the customs 

• 
fully 6:l.\·i!;factory, and aJlprol·~.J as propeT and Jlcectil';ary the additional 

charges of the eSla\tlishmc:ut. They nuticed wit.h sa.ti!lfaction the decrease 

of Rs. 20, 1~)5-0-6 in the expcoditure as compared with 11:-.15, notlvithstand
illg the additional charge).:. 

TIJ ~ rule "~"'p<cling the levy of duties on goods imported from the 

.. Yizier's t.erritoric..q, as adopted by tho Resident, was approved. 

'fhe nCHiuent, vnder the impl'e!';sion that the state and regularity 
of the ('Olkctinn of Cnst..,mi'l dependent on the Bonares Zemindaree must 

in/.ere:,t Guvernment, not only as a considerable object of Revenue, but 

~ having ne~ssari ly a material idlucnce on the Commercial conn~iobBt, 

between t!H~ Provinces ,of Bengal and .Behar and tb~ other parts of· India,~ 
aubmitt<"d to tile Go,vernor General in Council on the 21st March 1790, 

an ext.mct from his JUoceedingR tiS a sequel to the general D.O~ (If ibo ,. 
subject, contaiued in hiP addre.ss of the 2nd October 1789. 




