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Mirzapoor, 14th Novr. 1784,
To '
FRANCIS FOWKE, Esquise,

Resident at Benares.
S, )

I am-this day favored with your answer fo my letter of- the 10th, of this
month, The enclosed letter to the Kutwal from you, I heve this instant given
him, he read it in my presence and immediately observed, that hc had never
received the Hooknmnamah, He still considersd himself as authorized to levy
an additional tax upon all boats with merchandize of three Rupees, exclusive of
the fixed duty of five per cent. on goods. Nor will he be convinced to the con-
trary witbout particular orders from you expressed in positive terms. As [ re-
ceived daily complaints on this subject, I take the liberty of referring yor: to
my Jetter of the 10th, the second paragraph of which mentions this subjoct
more fully.

T have &c,,

(Sd.) W. W. PLAYDELL.
Mirapoor, 15th Novr. 1784,

——

APPENDIX.

Regulations for the management and collection of the Customs oa the
import and export<trade of the Province of Benares.

lst. That whereas, in the orders which were issued by the Governor Ge-
neral to Raja Mehip Narain under date the 22nd of November 1781, it was en-
joined that there shculd be Chowkies for the collection of the Customs at only
three places, namely Ghazeepore, Benares and Mirzapore, and whereas it appears -
that notwithstanding this injunction, a number of petty chowkies have been es-
tablished for the collection of the Customs in different parts of the country, it
is hereby positively ordered, that no Custom duties or exastions of any kind
shall be collected on goods passing at any place, except the three chowkies above-
mentioned of Ghazeepore, Benares and Mirzapore.

2nd. That whereas it was expressly and positively ordered in the said
Perwannah of 22nd November 1781, that the Customs should not be let to farm
but gollected by the Amils or agents, this order is hereby repeated and must 'be.
strictly obeyed, and that the Raja and his Naib shall accordingly appoint +Amils
at the three above-mentioned stations of Ghazeepors, Benares and Mirzapore,
who shall collect the Customs on bebalf of the Reja.

.3rd. That bhe Raja nnd his Naib ahaﬂ suthorize and dxr@bthe Amilg
of the custom houses of Ghazeepore, Bemares and Mirzapore, agreeably (*o the
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regulations of the 22nd November 1781, severally to grant Rowannahs to traders
or.other persons passing .goods, on receiving from them the stipulated duties,
and that these Rowannahs shall be issued under the seals of fheir respective
cugtom houses.

4th. That the Amils of the three abovementioned custom houses of Gha-
zeepore, Benares and Mirzupore may station Chowkies in the neighbouring dis-
triots, for the purpose of preventing goods from passing, which have not been
regularly entered at one of the three said custom houses, and they %hall accord-
ingly be authorized to detain them until the owners shall procure regular
Rowannahs. That agreeably to the regulation of the 22nd November 1781, the
Bowannahs granted at either of the said three custom houses shall serve to pass
0i;mds from one extremity of the province to the other, cither by land or by
wai&?r, and-that the officers of the other custom houses and at the out stations
myg§ endorse the Rowannahs and dggpatch the goods without demanding any
other duty ox fee'whatsoever.

5th. That the Amils at the three principal custom houses, and the officers
at the out-stations, shall be particularly careful to create no unnecessary delay
on entering or passing goods.

( 6th. That the rate of customs to be exacted on all goods shall be 5 per
cent. on their fixed valuation, agreeably to the regulations formerly established
by the Governor General on the 22nd November 1781, except the following arti-
cles viz. saffron, cinnamon, mace, cloves, nutmegs, cochineal, raw silk, broad cloth,
Europe iron, steel, and copper, the duties on which were red#ced to 2} per cent.
by the orders of the Hon'ble the Governor Genmeral in Council of the 8th of
Aprl 1782, and except also the silk piece goods manufactured in Bengal and
imported from thence, the rate on which was thereby reduced likewise to 2}
per cent.

7th. That the valnation-established in the list and table, annexed to the
Gaqvernor Ceneral’s orders of ths 22nd November 1781, shall be continued. for
all articles therein mentioned, except only Chowe.s or cowtails, tke valuation of
which is hereby fized as follows :—white Chowers of every sort. and quality at £
Rupees per seer, and black of every sort and quality at 3 RUpees, instead of 12
Rupees, at which both sorts of this article erroneously stand rated inthe list
a.bovamentioned:)

8th. That the value.of all articles not specified in the said list or table,
shall ke determined by their quality and the market price of the place at which
they are entered, conformably to the former regulation of the 22nd November
1781

o, : ' ..
Sthy §Thet goods shall pay- duties only once, if éhey shall remain ioVthe"
provigpq longbr than one year after the dste of the Rowaupah, it will be neods
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sary that a new Rowanueh will be taken out ; and accordingly on the old Ro-
wannahs being restored, and oath being made by the owners, ur proof being ob-
tained on sworfi and good evidence to the identity of the goods, a new one shall
be granted without any further demand of duties.

10th. That whereas it appears that otker duties and exactions bave been
collected at Mirzapore, besides the established rate of § per cent. on cotton im-
ported from Nagpore aud other parts of the Deocan, this practice i3 strictly
prohibited fer the future.

11¢h. That no duties or exactions of any kind be demauded or collected
in future on empty boats.

12¢h. That the Resident and the Ameen shall appoint a Mutspddee
each on bis separate behalf, or one joiutly for both, at each of the three cuytom
houses abovementicned, who shall keep a #ocabiluh or check account of alicthe
receipts of customs, and a regular register of all Rowannahs {asueﬂ, or endorse-
ments made on the Rowannahs of the other custom houses, and shall trans-
mit copies of the same to the Resident and Ameen monthly, or as often as they
may be required.

13th. That these regulati'uns.a.nd the corrected 'table of valuution be
published and affixed ou the Cutcherries of the three custom houses of Ghazee-
pore, Benares and Mirzapore, and penalty denounced for every breach of them,
namely forfeiture to the injured persuns of double the excess collected, and the
Raje and his Neib shall be careful to remove from their office all persous who
mey be guilty of flagrant offences, or who by thewr carelessness and inattention
cause unnecessary trouble to the merchants.

In compliance with the orders of Government of the 26th Decera-
ber 1787, the Resident submitted the following report with a view to giv-
ing effect to the new Regulations connected with the commerce of the
Benares Province.

To
EARL CORNWALLIS, K. G.
Governor General n Council.
My Lorb,
I received, on the 24th Ultimo, your Lordship's directions in Couneil,
of the 26th of December on Mr. Barlow's report, and having on the 12th Instant

received ‘also the Forms, from the Government Custom Master, which were naces
; . sary for the execution of the r lstlona mprebended
* { Resident's reply on Mr, : = g

Budowu reports, in the Resolutions of Goveramert ipted, Iqhali
with as little delay a8 possible, pmoeg to isgud the
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wecessary orders in consequence : but, having received the Instructions during my
present cirouit, and the latter part of them, when I was far from any custom-

bouse or head Station, whence they could have been with propriety issued, I think,
the Board will approve of my deferring it till I reach Jounpoor, which will be in

10 or 12 days hencs. Meanwhile, I shall devote a part of my time to the draw®

ing up of the inteuded Regulations for the Commercial Court of Justice and the

promulgation of the new system ; before my transmission of which, I herewith

submit to your consideration what I myself have done since my arrival in the

District, on the grounds afforded principally by Mr. Barlow's Réport, a view

of which will connect the present situation of things with the state of the cus-*
toms, as exhibited in thut Gentleman’s valuable report; and therehy set in a

elearer point of view the further Regulations, which are the object of your
Lordship's late commands.

For this purpose, 1 now transmit an extracted copy of all my Proceedings*

Not printed. . on the customs, of which I shall, in this address, state

the substance ; referring to the dates specified in the margin, for the detail of
«each particular.

-‘I'I‘he principal existing grievances noticed in  Mr., Barlow’s Report, may be
classed under the following heads :—

1st. The enhanced duties on silk.

2nd. 'The numerous vesations on the Sennassee merchants, including the
double duties at Mirzapore.

3rd. The Zemindaree or Rahdaree and Choorah duties.

In regard to the first article, the Board will find, by the Prceeedings noted
15th October, 1787, ,  in margin, that it has been completely remedied by
Not printed. an enforcement of the 6th Article of the Custom

House Regulations, which directs that all silk and silk piece goods shall pay Du-
ties at thé rate of only 2} per cent. This reduced duty, as well as the full
Buper cent. on cotton Piece Goods are (as already sufficiently explained in Mr,
Barlow's Report) paid by the Sennassee and the Irakee merchants, not on the Book
R Bhoiie 2T, of Rates, to which all other merchants, have been hi-
Not printed. therto subject at the four general Custom Houses of
Benares, Mirzapoor, Ghazecpoor and Jounpoor, but upoun the valuation in the
Company's Rowanaah, a privilege that bore certainly hard and operated as a
grievance on the native and settled merchants of Benares, and is, besides, direct—
ly coptrary to the principles of any regular system of Duties operating in the
* game oountry for the fair advantage of Government ; yet, finding it authorized
Vide Proceedings 25th 0c. 8nd confirmed by the sanction of the then Resident
tober and Mth November ,,4 the Raja’s authority, Ihn.ve of course mamfimed

'17;{;;._5“2{_1:! them in these privileges; though, in consequence of &
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petition presented to me the day I left Benares, by the principal native merchants
of that city (a translation of which is recorded in the Proceedings noted in the
margin) I thought myself compelled, in justice to their evident rights, to order
that the duties paid by them should, on the 3rd Article of Silk, and’ Silk and
Cotton Piece Goods imported from the eastward, that is, from Bengal, or Behar,
be levied in like manner as those of the Sennasste and Irakees on the valuation
in the Company’s Rowannah, and not on that of the Book of Rates,

At thd same time that I point cut the hardship that then existed on the -
«general line of merchants, by the favor go long exclusively shewn, as above, to
the two classes of Sennassees and Irokees, T have no doubt but the terms granted
to them were well intended, with a view to draw back such important classes
of merchants to make use of their former route, and to fix their commerce,
and all the benefits arising from it, in its former channel. The shme motives
prevailed on me lately, encouraged, indeed, as I was, by the former precedent,
to avail myself of & similar opportunity, that offered by a petition presenteg (of
‘which a translation will be found in the Proceedings marked in the margin) from
4th Docember 1787. sundry merchants of Kabul, Punjaub, Multaun and
Not printed. Lahore, who, to avoid the heavy § per cent. duties,
have hitherto transportcd their goods over the hills from Patna, but, who
agreed, on being admitted to the same privileges as the Senndssies and the Irakees,
to make the road of Benares the common channel of their trade, which must
no doubt render the amount of the Customs payable on their goods a clewr gain
and increase to the Raja, uuless the preference thus shewn to this peculiarly
favored Custom house of Sennassies, should have discouraged the other general
traders to sucha tfegree a8 to counteract, or more than countervail such n-wly
acquired source of revenue, the consideration of which possibility operated with
me, in extending the same favor to the Benares merchants in general, within
a fortnight afterwards, by which I have only indeed so far. anticipated the effects
of the Board's late orders, the 4tk Article of which makes the Rowannzhs, and
not the Book of Rates, the Rule for ascertaining the value of all imports from
Bengel and Behar, by which the merchants in general will be renderéd most con-
tented and thaukful, whilst those belonging to the Sennassec Department, will
have no just reason to complain.

The 2nd general branch of the Customs, 1 respect to which I have en-
deavoured to correct the irregularities and oppressions described in Mr. Barlow's
.Report, relates to the Sennassies, who are, I believe, most completely satisfied by
the ffo)lowing orders passed in their favor :—

1st, Freeing them from the oppression of being subject to one “Dellal
appointed over them by the authority of the Raja and his predecessors, and from
the dnty exacted from them on their remittances, which they are noy at liberty
to {meke, as well as to buy and sell, through, and with who ¢ Pm list,
.The Rajah’s revenue suffers on this acoount only a loss of Rs, 6

Per yotum)
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11th September 1787. He was present when the abolition was Me- and
. Not printed. seemed convinced of the propriety of it ; I do not
thierefore imagine he will claim any deduction on that account.

15th October. 2nd. By enforcing the order for reducing the
Not printed. duty, on silk piece goods as above observed.

3rd. By abolishing the double duties at Mir-

P zapore,

4th. By abolishing the duty on boats hired at Mirzapore, and leaving it
to the merchants to provide their own boats without
the intervention of Government. In Mr. Barlow's ‘ap-
pecdix, this article is inserted among the choorah-collections, and estimated at
Rs.7,532-A0 per annum. It was a very heavy grievance, and the merchants are
\tm’y thankful for its being discontinued and until they request it, no new ghat
mﬁ'}ea shal] be appointed there.

Ditto.

5th. By prohibiting the additional duty on goods collected at Hulliah, as
particularly pointed out in Mr. Barlow’s Report and

Eiftos Appendix.

6th. By ord.cring proper regard to be paid at Mirzapore to the security
of their property from robbers. In thisrespect, cus-
tom appears to have introduced a rule sufficiently fa-
vorable to them, which is, that, in case they are robbed at Mirzapore, they re-
cover the value of one balf of their property from the prodyce of the customs.
This extends, of course, to the other classes of Beoparies and Traders.

Ditto.

7eh. At the repeated request of those merchaute, and having before me

11th and 220d September.  Mr. Barlow’s recommendation, which I Lelieved, would
Not printed. have the great weight it deserves, on such a point with
Government, I consented that the Sennassees should pay the duty on the shawl
goods impbrted by them from the westward, on the valuation contained in’the
Beejuck or conntry-Invoice, instead of the arbitrary valuation put thereon by
the Custom house officers. It is observable, that this duty was reduced to 2%
per cent. long before my arrival, but, on what particular occasioR, I cannot trace,
farther than from the verbal report of the Custom Master here, that it was so or-
dered during Mr. Fowke’s last Resdency.~/The only alteration made, therefore,
by me, in this respeot, bas been, fixing, at first in favor of the Sennassees, the rule
for ascertaining the value on which such reduced rate of duty was to be cyloula-
ted, tp be the value sperified in the Beejuck or Invoice, and the other merchants
of Benares having soon after applied for the same privilege. I thought, that
justice 8o strongly required my consenting to their request, that I yielded to it,
1615, OckSber 1787, a8 will be found in the Proceediigs marked in the ypar-
Yot peishd, gin, 8o that, according *to the existing system, tL
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are 4 artioles of commerce, which do mot pay in proportion to the valuatior in'
the Book of Rates, or to the ocvasional appraisements of the Chstom-House of-
ficers, but upon ¢he price in the Comapany's Rowannah and native Invoice, vis,
Raw Silk and Silk and Cotton Piece Goods acvording to the former; and shawls in
conformity to the latter ; but with regard te the last, or the duty ef shawls; its.
remaining &t the present standard being contsary. to your last instruetions,
unless as far as regards the shawls consumed in the District of Benares, I would..
have immediately proceeded to raise it as before to 5 per cent., bnt considering
that so suddes an enhancement of the rate might very materially tend to the-
-prejudice of the merchants concerned in this branch of traffic. I think it best to.
submit, as I now do, the circumstances to your Lordship for your further orders,
first as to the quantum of the duty, and secondly as to the mode-of ascertaining
the value, on which that rate shall be valued : that is, whether on the Begjuck
or otherwise :

8th. The Scnnassees complained also, that the Daroga of the Miradére
16th October 1787. custom did not suffer them to buy cotfon from any
Not printed, other than the Deccan Merchants, which has been also!
prohibited, and the Sennassees left at liberty to purchase cotton or any other
goods, from whatever class of Merchants they could agree with. In faet, this
opposition had no other foundation than an apparent jealousy of the Mirzapoor
Collector against the Sennassees, becanse they had established a separate custom
house for themsclves at Benares, and therefore paid nothing at Mirmpoor.)

The article of the double duties as noticed under the 3rd of the preced-
ing articles, I foupd the most difScult, tedious, and perplexed of all, inso-
much that, although I ordered the abolition thereof om the 15th of October, it
was nof; till just before I left Benares in January, that 1 could get the Deccan
merchants to agree to the payment of the regular duties, their opposition to
which, and adherence to their Sabuck-Dustoor, which they ‘paid both on ex-

16th October 1787. ports and Imports, was the real cause of, or at least

Not printed. ) the origiual plea for the continuation of thtese double
duties. The proceedings noted in the Margin, contain the whole detail sof
what has passed on this subject ; but in case your Lordship be inelied to refer
to them, I must-observe, that some part of the information, as to the causes
and grounds of, and distinction observed in respect to the double duties, parti-
cularly that from Meer Kumber Ali, who, as being then Collecter of the Customs
at Mirzapore, had the best opportunity of affording sccurate intelligence, is
nevertheless 8o obscure, indefinite and unsatisfactory, that no clear-or distinct
ideasttan thence be easily found, which may, I believe, be ascribed to the said
Collector, not having himself a clear conception of the matter he was treating of.
The explanations afforded on this subject, by his predecessor Meer Hady, and.
who is dow again in aoffice appear more eatisfactory, and thence, as well as from-
sudd other information a8 I have procured; it appears, that the ‘Bamqn?q:

(-g‘n.nts having, ever since the establishment of the present Custom: hotise rates,



ZEMINDAREE ON BEXARES, 47

ehjected to them, had been allowed to continue to pay, what is now knowu l.zy
the appellation of the Sabuok Dustoor or former rates. This proved, bogever, no
immediate pecuniary loss to the Raja or Government ; on the ‘gon 5 it was
and has continued so much clear gain on the Deecan Imports, because, after
paying such Sabuck Dustoor, if the Deccan Importer wae inclined (which was,
seldom the case) to carry on his.goods further, he was obliged before he obtained
a Rowannah from, Mirzapore, to pay also what is now known by the English
Term of the Pemmit or Custom-House duty of 5 per cent. as was also the case
with the Senvaasee Merchants, in cases where they themselves imported goods
from the Deccan, with only this difference in the mode that the Sa_nnssseea paid
the Permit part of the daties of such importation at Benares. But, as it
generally happens that the Deccan Merchants (whoare also the principal Im-
orters from that Country) transport their goods no farther than Mirzapore, where
after payingthe Sabuck Dustour, they sold them to the Merchants of this country
whe!her Sennassees or of vther casts, these latter were obliged to pay the Perrmt
1& eitheg, at Mirzapore or Benares (according as they happened to be genera.l
merchanta or Sennassees) on the same goods before they got a Rowannah for them.
In like manner, the article of exports to the Deccan, if sold by the merchants of
this country to the Decoan Traders at 'Mirzapore were, notwithstanding their
having already paid the Permit duties, agnin charged with the Sabuck DustoorY
payable by the Deccan exporters. The onl} cluss who appear to have been
exempt from this double duty, were the Thavnies or fixed and resident merchants
belongiug to the mart of Mirzapore, and the reason assigned by Meer Hady for
this degrec of favor being shewn to them, was, that from their having houses and
being residents at Mirzapore, they paid, in that capacity, certain cesses, which
the others, namely the Sennassees and the general unsettled Beopary or merchants
did not, from which consideration those Thanuies had, he said, stood exempted
fron: the double duties, either as exporters or importers, paying only once those
of the Permit, the cesses paid by these Thannies were (as described by the said
Hady) as follows :—

1st, « Beliry Deasera or acknowledgement on the occasion
of the great annual Hindoo holidays ... .. .. Rs, 120 0°0

2ad. Ditto on the Huoley Festival, - 120 0 ©

®

Totel Rs,, . 240 0 O

87d. Khans Shumary, otherwise called Ghur Dewary,
a Tax paid for their house to the Callector of the Land Revenue
to the edtimated amount of about,... - .. 2,000 g ©

R e e

Grand Annnal Total,... 2,240 0 O

On tBis view of the matter, considering that theag additional cemses w
i feict, hy Acb.menns, an adequate consideration,” fo accasion the exemption
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the Thaunies from the operation of the double-duties on their own impurtntinnt!_
and exportations, were such double-duties in themselves at all justifiable (which
cannot, however, be admitted, as they are not only contrary to the letter of
the Custorn house or Permit Regulations, but operate in fact as a heayy burthen
,beyond what the Government intended should be levied on the major part of the
Trade to and from the Deccan in general :) and, hoping, at the same time, that
it might be possible to convince the reason of those persons known under the
name of the Deccan merchants, who, generally speaking, trade ;o further thaw
Mirzapore, that it would in reality be no detriment to them, but on the contra-
. Ty, prove the means of lightening the burthen on their trade in general, if they
would at once consent to pay the Permit instead of tbe Sabuck-Dustoor, & differ-
ence which those who bought of them at Mirzapore, could or ought to have no
objection to make up to them in their sale prices, as they would thereby not’
only save themselves the expense and delay of paying for, and takii'g out a new
Rowannah, but ultimately be ablo to bring the Deccan Goods to market un-
burthened with the Sabuck-Dustoor, I issued the order already mgntioned, fn‘o—-
hibiting the Sabuck-Dustoor, and, of course, the double-dutie in whatever
shape ; but although I had particularly desired the grounds of this order to be
27th October 1787- explained to the said merchants, T soon found they
Not printed. - strongly opposed it ; I therefore sent Meer Hady on
my own part, to Mirzapore to endeavour to prevail on them'to accept it, but with-
out success, and as I had reason to suppose, that all this was in some measure
owing to Kumber Ali, the Collector of Mirzapore, not being cordially inclined to
the reform, and as, from ignorance or some other motive, he even appegred to
have driven these merchants to a sort of desperation, by demanding of them
the Permit rates dn their exports, which must have previously once paid them
before they could reach Mirzapore, and on which the plain meaning of my order
19tk November 1787, therefore required, that nothing either in the way of
Not printed. Sabuck.Dustoor or Permit should be demanded, I there-
fore wrote to the Kaja to recallcthe said Collector altogether, and to restore
Meer Hady, who had been dismissed some time before my arrival for no adequate
cause that I could trace, and as he was from former experience, well acquainted
with the business, and with the various classes of merchants trading to Mirza-
pore, I had great hopes of his being able to bring those of the Deccan by de-
. grees to undersiand the fair and beueficial principles on which the order was
founded. In the meantime he was directed to abstain altogether from making
any collections on account of the Sabuck-Dustoor ; but merely to examine and
take an account of the goods imported by the Deccan merchants, and to collect
the Permit duties thereon from whomsoever should purchase them. Thisrestoted
Dmgaghn or Collector, soon after his arrival, advised me, that the merchatts in
14th December 1787. question bad at length agreed to the Permit duties
Not printed. in this mapner, that the Brqkers through whom-: their
sales were made, should withhold the amount of such duties and Psy them into
tie Oustom House, which preposition was soon after repeated - me by tho
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Y6th December 1787, principal of these merchants, who, themselves, came
i to Benares for the purpose, and now declared they
were happy at the abolition of the Sabuck-Dnstoor, but, ss®the mode in
which théy thus agreed to pay the new dnties, seemed still in some degree ex-
eeptionable, as instead of payingit themselves, and charging the amount of it, as
they ought to do on thair sales, they left it to be deducted from, and taken out
of the price of the goods when sold by them. I availed myself of their com-
ing to Benares, personally to reason the matter with them, and they at
length consented to act in this respect like other merchants, "as will be
seen by their agreement to this effect, recorded in the Proceedings marked
Bth January 1788. in the margin, so tha._t Sabuck-Dustoor and consequent
Not printed. Double-Duty have bén at length abolished, Which
swill, ] hope, prove agreeable to Government. To obtain their consent, I found it
usgful, to'agree either wholly or in part, to several requests preferred by them
oy ghis oceasion, the particulars of which will be found recorded in the same
day’s Procedtlings ; and when in the course of my present citcuit I reach Mirgapore,
18th December 1787. I shall be able by a nearer inspection into the state
Not printed, of things at that place, to correct any remaining irregu-
laritles, and to mark the operation of the orders for the abolition of the Sabuck
Dustoor, which cannot, I presume, constitute gny just plea for remission by the
Raja, since a"lthough' its amount be not inconsiderable (being stated in Mr.
Barlow's account of the Choorah Collections for 1193, at Rs. 23,706-11-3, and
by Kumber Ali at a still larger aggregate) yet of being in its nature totally repug-
nant Yo, and inconsistout with the system for the collection of the duties on Trade,
as established by Mr. Hastings, wheu he made the permanegt settlement with
the present Raja, and contradictory to the 4th and 10th Articles of the Regula-
tions of the 21st October 1784, I should rather suppose, that, in strictness, our
Government might reclaim the whole of these extra collections from the Zemindar,
than that he can claim"any deduction for their abolition. Before I quit this
bead of the double - duties at Mirzapore, it will be proper to mention as in
some measure connected with the subject of them, that, at the common soligj-
tation of both the Deccan and Native Thanny or set-

;Ed&m%x:;::g?im& tled merchants at Mirzapore, I abolished the Beya or
Not printed. Weighing fee at that mart, which had, during some
years past, been farmed from the collestor of the Customs there, at a certain
sum for the benefit of the public revenue, but, which operating (as set forth
at large in the petition of the merchants recorded in the proceedings marked in
the margin) as a heavy grievance on them, I ordered the Raja to abolish, and s
be did zot seem entirely pleased with the measure (as per his answer, recorSed
in the Broceedings of the 7th of January) I took occasion in wy reply to inti-
faate to him, that since, according to the custor house Regulations, he pessessed
no right to, but was, on the contrary, expressly prohibited from farming any office
suberdinate Thereto, I could mot, therefore, view his aoquiescence in the ordedy
i any conoduion on bis part, but 88 being no mord than what Government'had
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‘s right to enforce. In fact this isonly a very small part, amounting, accord-
ing to Mr. Barlow's appendix for 1193, to Rs 2,866-0-3 of the Choorsh Collec-
tions, which, by the Board's late order, they appear to wish to have entirely
abolished, and therefore, on every acoount I think your Lordship will approve of
my having taken upon myself thus far to gratify all the ciasses of mercLante at
Mirzapore.

Agother favor which, on this occasion I bestowedon the Fhanny or set-
tled native merchants of Mirzapors, was exempting them from the Toll or bouse
. tax, which under the denomination of Ghurdewary or Kbapna Shumery they
have been subject to pay to the Collector of the Land Revenue of the Per-
gunnsh, in which that mart is situated. It does not at most exceed 2,000 Ra.
per sonum, and the collection of it left the merchants greatly exposed to the
effocts of the caprice of the Land Collector, as affording him a constant piga. to
send his peons and people into the-mart where their houses are situated, either to
oollect the Toll or to assess it. The Petitioners were therefore ‘more than ordi-
narily solicitious to be exempted from his authority, aud as I believed it to be for
the advantage of Government and even of the Raja's own Treasury, as tending to
the encouragement of Trade, to take off every vexatious or unessential restraint
on the inhabitants of so important a centre of commerce as Mirzapore, I con-

8rd January 1788. sented to the merchant’s request’ for the abolition of

Not printed. the Tax in question, by which they will be freed from
all interference of the Officers of the Land Revenue, and be subject only to the
Judge who will be appointed to that Town and to the Collector of the Govern-
ment Custom as far as regards the payment of their duties. I also made the
Regulation generaf not only in favor of the immediate Petitioners, but of all those
merchants who, occupying houses within the boundaries of the mart of Mirzapore,
paid on their Trade the regular custom house duties, all which will, I trust,
meet with your Lordship’s approbation.

Besides the above articles of gratification to the merchants of Mirzapore,
those of the Deccan presented, on the occasion of their consenting ta the Permit
duties, a Wajib-ul-Arz or series of requests, on several points of detsil which tLey
wished to have alterations made in, and to which I consented (as already intimat-
ed) as far es I thought T could with propriety, (tbe particulars whereof are con-
tained in the Proceedings marked in the margin) deferring the further investiga-
tion of the subject till my arrival at that station, in the course of my present
cirenit.

The next and last general head, in regard to which I have interfered, has

been respecting the Rahdary or Zemindaree duties, which the Raja agrsed to
7th October and 26th B8bolish in October last, and accordingly a clause was
December. . inserted in all the Cabooleeuts of the renters for the
piesent year, binding them not to oolleot the said dutios, and stipulating that in
all casts whore they should be found to have collected them, they ‘should- pey
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a penalty of 8 times the amount, which I am sorry to say, I believe although there’

is frequent occasion to exact, as I have found in some instances since I entered om

my present circuit, the particulars of which will be found noticed in the several
o proceedings marked in the margin, yet, I hope to be

Case of Kassim Beg khan, .

Renter of Chownss. Proceed. 2able, in the course of the present year, to effect the®

ings 14th F “l’."'-““'ﬂ' 1788. " genersl opservance of the-prohibition, to which a regu-

da?;;_‘)f %ﬁ:ﬁ,ﬁ:ﬁ B;;?; lar ottention to the Commercial Court of Justice will

February 1788. no doubt greatly contribute.

The Zemindaree duties, thus formally abolished, are stated in Mr. Barlow’s
Report to amount to about 60,000 Rupees per annum. They consisted prin-
oipally in the collection of duties on the transportation of grain and other arti-
cles of merchandize. In some parts of the province, particularly throughout the
division of ‘Ghazeepore, the custom house officers have always made Rahdary eol-
leotiqns on grain and some other articles (the amount of which, as far as regrds
the article of grain, contained in the Proceedings of the 26th of October) yet,

Vide Proceedings 26th this did not prevent the Zemindars or Amils from col-
Er?ﬁeg&lm?‘ 20th Febru- josting their Tolls on the same articles, and in the

Not Priuted. same Pergunnahs, the particulars and rates of all
which I hope to be able soon to lay before the -Board, and it is remarkable, that
the duties on the inland transportation of grain and on some other articles have,
whether collected by the custom house officers or the Zemindars, been always
taken according to the Sabuck Dustoor, and not in proportion to the custom
house rates, which have, however, been the rule in respect to the generality of
other goods./ All these Zemindaree-Rahdary duties, and thecse on the inland
trausportation of grain, whether collected by the custowa houses or the Amils and
Zeraindars, have now been ordered to be abolished : the first, or the Zemipdaree
duties without any loss to Government, as the Amils agreed in their Cabou-
lecut not 4o demand ‘anything on that account; but, with regard to that
part of the duties on the inland tmnsporta.tioﬁ' of grain, collected by the cus-
tom house ofﬁcers, and calculated to amount to Rs. 12,707-0-0 per annum, I
believe, the Raja relies on an equivalent remission on that account. This list
article is not however to be abolished till the 26th iustant, owing to a misapprehen-
sion concerning part of the order pagsed in October
for the general abolition of the Rahdary duties, as the
custom-house officers, on whomn part of those Chow-
kies are dependant, cannot easily escape detection if they disobey any order
issued to them. I have no doubt but their share of the said collections, that is
the duties on the inland transportation of grain under that department, will be
no longer taken, but, with regard to the Zemindaree Mehals, nothing but time
snd a strict attention to punish those who make the prohibited collections, will
effect “their real abolition, For the parties from long habit think these tolls as
much their nght as the grain- that grows in their ﬁalda, q,nd I.am eorry to
"tfiat,. although the Raja readily agreed in Octobér to their general abolitian

Vide Proceedings 20th
February 1788,
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(om my prohibition to him of the Tth of that month, founded on an observation
in Mr. Barlow's Report) on the idea that it should not prove any loss to Govern-
mént, yet sind® my present circuit, during which I have, as above noticed, found
vecasion to exact the fine of J times the amount from some persons, who had
"acted contrary to the prohibition, he has lately appeared ‘rather willing to- be-
come the advocate of the parties o offending, by pleading, as he did to me, &
few days ago, when in the Pergunnah of Khereed, that these Ralidary duties were
inoluded in the Zemindars Jaydaad, or means of puying the asséssments laid on
them, whence he even went 8o far as to express his own, or to impart the hope
of the parties, that they might be allowed to collect them ; and when I expressed
my surprise at such a request coming from or through him, and my determi-
nation against complying with it, he interceded next in favor of one of the
Zemindars of the aforementioned Pergunnah, who boldly set forth hereditary
claim to collect duties on Goods passing up and down the Duwab or Ghogra River,
and complained that his right in this respect had been wrested from him by
“the opposite Zemindar of Manjee in Sircar Sarun,
Vide Proceedings 25rd wherefore the Raje entreated I would write to the
February, 1788, : ‘ :
Collector of Chupra to cause the Zemindar on his
side of the River to desist ; assigning as the motive of this request, that perhaps
some day or other those duties wight be restored to this country, whence it was,
he observed, good policy to keep up the claim to them so far as not to allow the
dormant right to be invaded and exercised by otheis; I mention these otherwise
trivial circumstances, to shew that the Ruja himself has unfortunately no convie~
tion of the policy or justice of the abolition of these duties, which will no doubt,
render the enfoccing of the order concerning them so much the more difficuit.
Indeed by their appearing as above tu exist still more or less in Sircar Sarun,
and by the notoriety of their yet being from time to time in some degree col'ect-
ed, as opportunity offers, by various Zemindarsin Bengal, although in both the
countries last mentioned, 1;I:u=syt have stood formally aboMshed, and that the ade-
quate remission has been allowed on that account in those Soubahs for many
years past, an idea may be formed of the natural difficulty of rootmg out ancient
customs of this nature, so immediately conuected with the nearest interests of
all the landholders of the country. These considerntions, and the decayed and
decaying statewof a considerable part of this country, which makes it already a
matter of the greatest difficulty for more ‘than one Pergununah in it to pay the
usual revenue, induce me to wish that, notwithstanding the Raja’s and Amil's
agreements at the beginning of the year to give up these Rahdary Collections
without loss to Government, a discretion were allowed me to make or propose
suén allowance on that account in partioular Pergunuahs, as justice and even
true policy may appear to warrant, for otherwise  the luss on - this accovnt will,
in many parts, in fact neither fall on the Rnja nor his Amils, but ultimateiy
on the Ryots, who will be squeezed to make up the amount of the Amil's-engage-
/ﬁenh for each Perguana.h whether the funds for it be greater or i‘ul, 8 practise
from which in 2or 3 Pergnunu.hs that [ have already passed Wirough ip wigm
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present circnit, the most melancholy proofs are exhibited, more particularly in
the above mentioned Pergunnsh of Khereed, which for more than 15 miles, &
part of the distance that I travelled through it, is one eontinued waste, being a8
far as the'eye can reach on both sides of the pathway, covered only with rank
grass, longer or shorter in proportion to the number of years the ground has lain'
fallow, all which has, I am assured; for the most part happened within these six
years. The causes of this defalcation in some places, with the general state of
the country in tespect to its present revenue, will be the subject of a separate
aud future address, after my present circuit is couclnded. The Pérgunnab of
Khereed (which I hope indeed is the most desolated in the whole Province) is
now only instanced to shew, that it must thence be more peculiarly incapable of
parting with any of its funds to support the burthens laid on it, without an
Sdeqygte allowance from the Raja or from Government. Indeed 1 should sup-
posg that cousidering the great alteration which the Board’s late orders are about
to §qtroduce in the Customs here, the Raja will be inclined to claim, at the end of
the year a deduction equivalent, or nearly so, to what may turn out to be the de-
ficiency in the amount collected under the heads of Custom on a medium from the
introduction of the present Permit system. How much thie may be, I cannot
at present guess, but it would probably be more the first year thun afterwards,
and now ouly submit the suggestion that Govgroment may have an early oppor-
tumty of honoriug me with their sentiments on the subject.

In addition to the above general heads in regard to which I had interfer-
ed before the receipt of your late orders, to correct the irregularities pointed out
in Mr. Barlow’s Report, I may here add that in the 2nd Article of my Per-
wannah to the Raju of the 15th of October lasi, in which 1 prohibited that
part of the Choorah Collections therein pointed out, which consisted of the
duties at Mirzapoor, Hulliuh, and Soongarrah on the Bullock load, as albo the
tolls levied by the Chqwkeedars at Soondeah, Soongarrsh and Burray, I fixed
the same penalty of 3 times the amount exacted®after this prohibition, as already
specified in regard to the Rahdary duties collected by the Amils and Zemindars.
This new Regulation, like many others in all countries, is however, it seems,
atfended with its inconveniencies, for the merchants now complain of being
robbed on tbeir way through the mountainous and wild country lying between
Mirzapore and the frontiers of the Zemindaree towards the Deccan, the cause of
which is alleged (as was indeed prognosticated by Kumber Ali when Mirzapoor
Custom master, in his letter to the Raja, recorded in the Proceedings of the 24th
December last) to be the discontinuance of the Chowkeedary fees and Zemindaree
tolls on- that road, in consideration of which the persons receiving them yere
considered as bound for the safety of the merchant's property. At Mirzapoor I
_#hall endeavour to apply some remedy to this evil,

By t§e 6th article of the aforementioned Perwannsh of the 15th of last
. Qotaber, thg Raja was also pr&nbzted from farmigg any ®part of the Mehals dy-
pendant on {he Customs, as being contrary to the established Kegulations for
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that department, motwithstanding which, the office of weighman of Mirzapoor
continued to exist in that form, till abolished against his will by a subsequent
order, as alrealy mentioned.

Another artiole, which I have abolished, is the duty exacted on Bengal
pilgriLms by the Amanut Department at Benares. The Marfatta pilgrims hav-
ing been for some years past excused from paying these tolls, in consequence of
the late Governor General Mr. Hasting’s interference in their favor, a8 explained
in my address of the 16th Instant, I thonght our own inhabitants of Bengal
must appear to Government clearly entitled to be at least on equal terms with
foreigners, and therefore (as will be seen by the Proceedings marked in the mat-

10th November 1787. gin) I have ordered that all Bengal pilgriz.ns, rot be:
Not printed. ing merchants or traders, shall be cxcused from the
payment of any toll for merely passing through the Zemindaree)

(Tha fees collected by the soveral Castom Masters for their own and their
officer's personal advantage baving becn established without due authority, and
being too numerous and oppressive to be borne by the merchants, I have always

) bad in idea to get them either partially or wholly
HEBr?c codings 16th October \, lished. In this view, I called on the Zemindar,

Not printed to furnish me with an accurate statement of them, to

which he has since replied, as will be seen by the Proceedings of the 24th of De-
cember, and theresbeing one heary article among those dues or exactions, called the
Rossoom Khuzanah or Treasurer's fee, which had been established during Kash-
meery, Mull’s Treasurership, at the rate of 3 Rs. 2 annas per cent. on ‘the
customs, for bis private emolament, but which if it had continued must, (as
part of it actvally was soon after my arrival here) have
1787, been converted to the Raja's use, I gladly availed my-
self of the opportunity of abolishing it at his instance,
as’ l‘ur as regards the Customs, in the manner that will be seen by the Procved-
ings marked in the margin. Its aggregate on this Department for the last year
1194 amounteg to 6,000 Re. The abolition of this duty, and the construction
put on the general Perwannah which I issued on the 15th of October ; whereby
in reference to the double duties at Mirzapoor all beyond the 5 per cent. were
prohibited, bas it seems withheld the custom house officers from collecting since
that period any of their other numerous fees, which I was not sorry to find, although’
theCetter or meaning of the order in question did not extend so far. At present I
must at Jonnpoor settle with the Rajs, some fixed establishment for thése offi-
cers, in ‘which I think a small fixed fee may prove to the convenience of the met-
chants, by operating on those officers as & stimulant to the despatch of their Ro-

En_ﬂu, but on this,subject I shall have occasion farther to addrgss you Jrom
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Meanwhile I hope the above description of what I have done on Mr.
Barlow's Report, before the receipt of your orders on it, will prove acoeptable,
and I remain with respect

My Lord,
Y3ut Lordship's most obdt. humble servant,
PERGUNNAE OF SEKUNDERPOOR: ) (Sd.)  JONN. DUNCAN,
25th February 1788. [ * Resident.

P. §—Havipg, since writing the above, passed through a much greater
part of the Pergunnah of Sekunderpoor, than I had done when I expresded my
hope that the Pergunnah of Khereed was the most desolate and uncultivated of
‘all t8 Pravinces, I am, to preserve a consistency in what I may have in future
to'represent. eompelled to inform the Board that Sekunderpoor seems to.the
fall%s wastg as Khereed. Indeed it isa most painful task to travel through
these two Pergunnahs, and to be forced to view the dreary prospect they exhibit,
especially when their incredible decay is aseribed to only o few years’ wisman-
agement, that is, since the period of Cheyt Sing's expulsion.

(Sd.') JONN. DUNCAN,.
Resident.

The Resident reported that orders had been issued to take effect
) from the 1st of April, whereby Rowannahs were to
From Resident to the . .

Goverpor Generalin Coun- be granted in the same form and subject to the
cil, dated 18th March 1788. o316 Regulations as those issued by the Collec-
tors of the Government customs in the Provinces, for which purposé, the
several Collectors had. been furnished with copies of the form of Rowan-
nah sent up by Mr. Barlow and with new sefs of seals for them and their
officers, that of the Raja’s being the principal, to be affixed in the same
manner as the Company’s Dewanny Seal was used in Bengal and Bebar.
It was intended that these Regulations should have been enforced from the
20th instant, but it would not bave afforded time for notice tg be sent, that
the customs in this Province were tv be collected on the Benares Rowan-

nahs, as specified in the 4th Article of the Government Resolutions.

The Raja’s officers would from the date above specified keep the
same Registers and accounts as were kept by the Collectors of Govetn-
ment, Sustoms in the Provinees.

Thg. duties on the exports from the Compuny’s_ Provinces passing
through Benkres to the weitward or Deccan markets, pr imported into thi
district for 18 own consumption, would be reodiVed at the reduced rate of
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24 per ceot., and those passivg $hrough this Province, or.imported for its
own consumption from the westward, Deccan, or other markets, exclusive of
Bengal, Behey and Orissa, would pay the rates of duties bitherto estab-
lished. The Zemindaree duties aund all other collectjons on merchandize
had been formerly abalished, and a penalty or fine of three times the amouut
exacted from such persons as would be corvicted of levying any exaction
whatever on the property of merchants, contrary to the spirit of this order.

The Resident would use his best endeavours in order to obtain a
total abolition of the inland duties, to which there was no other objection
than the claim which the Raja would make for a deduction from the amount
of his rental, equivalent to the immediate loss by such abolition, but whe-
ther he had a clear right to such deduction, according to the termsaf his
settlement, might not perhaps be entirely admitted—and how far themc~
tual state of the resources of his country might require it, might be ‘bust
ascertained at the end of the current year, before the expimti&n of which,
the Board would have time to consider the matter of Raja’s right.

It was added that the mode of ascertaining the value of goods pro-
duced or manufactured in the district of Benares for exportation as recom-
mended by Mr. Barlow, would be adopted, and that the Resident would im-
mediately declare the establishment of the Court of Justice for facilitating
cognizance of all commercial matters, and carefully attend to the execu.
tion of the duties connected with it; its forms and regulations would be
transmitted witB a copy of the Resident’s Procesdings aud Statements of
the various inland duties, hitherto collected by the custom houses, with
their rates and the net amount realized for the year 1194 Fuslee. |

_ On the 26th March 1788, the following
Extracts from the Proceed- M ;p\ te and Resolutions recorded by the Gavernor
ings of the Governor Ge-
:;:n:;nl 7c:spsuamml Dated 26th  General in Council, were transmitted far the infor-
mation and guidance of the Resident at Benares.

The Gevernor General in Coungil, taking into consideration the letter
-received from the Resident at Benares under date the 25th ultimo, together
with the several extracts of his procesdings, observes that as the commercial
treaty with the Vizier is nearly brought to a conclusion, it appears to his Lord-
ship bighly necessary that the consequent arrangements in the Provinoce of Be-
paides, as far as they relate to its intercourse with the Company’s Provinces, should
be carried into execution without delay, resolved therefore that the Reaident at
Benares be aoquainted that the Governor General in Council approves the general
peduction of the duties on the raw aifk and silk and cotton piece gno&g of ﬁeugni
and Behar at 24 per tent. on t the Rowannah price, and directs that h-gtthﬂ‘ntm
“on'the whole of the exports from the Company’s Provinces st ¥he satne tate’
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‘withou¢ auny distinction of caste or person. That this is resolved upon under a -
conviction, thut the heavy duty of five per cent. on an enhanced valuation of mer-
chandize, is & great incumbrance to the inland trade, and deprives not only the
Lompany, -but the Raja of Bepares, of the numerous advantages that would
result from an extended commerce and an uninterrupted inland navigation.s
That it is also deemed incousistent with reason and good policy, that the Raja of
Benares should bg allowed to cunvert the advautage he derives from the situa-
tion of his country to the purpose of depressing the industry of the subjects
of the State on which he is dependent, by levying a duty on their frade of near
four times the amount (the differonce of duty and valuation included) collected
by the Company themselves; at the same time that the exports of Benares are
subject to a duty of only 2} per cemt. when imported into Bengal or Behar,

*™That’the Governor General in Council approves the encouragement
gizzm by the Resident to the merchants of Cabul, Punjab, Multa® a1’ Lahore and
further recqnménds to his serious atteution the establishment of & communi-
cation with Nepaul and the countries beyond the Northern mountains; to the
merchants of which they authorize the Resident, to offer the same terms that
have been grauted to those of Punjab and the countries abovementioned.

That the Governor General in Council acquiesces in the abolition of the
farm of the Sona Mehal, the double duty levied at Mirzapoor, the fee on hiring
boats, the Rahdary duty collected at Hulliah, and in the measures taken for
protecting the property of the merchants from robbers. That his Lordship
approves of the duty of 24 per cent. on shawl goods being levied on the Beejuk
or invoice price, till the conclusion of the commercial treat} with the Vizier,
in which it is stipulated that they are to pay duty on the price inserted in his
Exfcellency’s Rowaunah. That he prohibit the Collector of Customs at Mirzapoor
and every other station, from laying auy restrictions on the purchases of the
Deccan or other merchants, over whom he is tp exercise no authority whatever,
except the detaining their goods till they have paid the duties authorized by
the Govermment. That the Governor General in Council approves bighly of
ti® measures taken by the Resident to induce the Deccan Merchants to conform
to the established mode of paying the duties, and of the abolition of the house
tax and other extra oeases, and of the total exclusion of the®Collector of the
Land Revenues from the exercise of any authority in the town of Mirzapoor,
with the great importance of which a8 a centre of commerce his Lordship is
fully impressed.\ '

That th; Governor General in Council is decidedly of opinion,® that
,the R%ja has no claim whatever to a remission on account of the Sabuck Dus-
toor or deuble duty at Mitsapoor, but on the contrary deems the continuance of
those exaggjons for s0 many years, in expréss opposition to the repeated orders
of .Gmump.mt, deserving of the highest di pprgwtian- That he aoquiesces in
-#he aholition of the Beyah fairm and collections, as beiag an illegal unauthorized
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demand, the levying of which must always be attended ' with much oppression’
and vexation to the merchants. That it is recommended to the Resident to en-
force obedience to the orders already issued for the abolition of Rahdary, Zemin-
daree and Choorah duties with the greatest punmctuality. It being the inten-
tion of Government to annihilate all inland duties, and to limit the Raja’s col-
lections to the three first divisions of the Benares trade specified in Mr. Barlow's
report, namely the goods passing through the District of Benares and its own
foreign exports and imports for consumption ; that as the prosperity of the trade
not only of Benares but of the Company's and Vizier'’s dominions depends upon
this arrangement, the Raja, it is oconceived, ought not to object to them,
more especially as this Government and His Excellency .the Vizier have volun-
tarily assented to similar remissions in their respective territories.

That the Governor General in Council with no small concern finds that
the Raja saligited a continuance of these duties to the Zemindars of Securiler-
poof and Khereed, notwithstanding his mequiescence in the general abolitiorf of

them in October, and that from the motives assigned by him for réﬁuastiug the

Resident to write to the Collector of Sircar Sarun to prohibit the Zemindar
of Manjee from levying Rahdary duties on bonts passing down the Gogra, he is
still anxious for the re-cstablishment of the former system, though so evidently
detrimental to the interests of his‘own subjects and the State with which he is
connected.

That with respect to the apprehended deficiency in the rents of Pergun-
A’hs Secunderpoor and Khereed, should it appear expedient at the end of the
year to allow the f;a.i‘mer any deduction from his engagements, the Governor
General in Council is of opinion that it should be granted upon the grounds of
a deficiency in the land revenue, and not as a compensation for the Zemindaree
&c. dities, as it would be conmsidered as a deviation from the general prin-
ciples on which they were abolished, and furnish a pretext to others for prefer-
ring similar claims for remissions of rent.

c'l'hat with respect to the robberies committed at Soongurrah and Hul-
liah, attributed by Kumber Ally to the abolition of duties levied by the pecple
in charge of those passes, the Governor General in Council is of opinion that a
steady exertion of the legal authority reposed in the Magistrates of the Criminal
Courts, will prove a more effectual security to the merchants and inspire them
with & greater confidence in the British Government, than purchasing from the
disturbers of the public tranquillity the forbearance from those crimes, which it

is the business of the laws to punish and prevent,
L]

That the Governor ‘General in Council authorizes the -abolition «of the
duties or the Bengal pilgrims, deeming it equitable that their own subjects
should participate in the privileges granted to forcigners, and as the amount
realized from this tax is,by no means adequate to the vocation atteh‘ﬁhg ita col-
lection,
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That his Lordship also acquiesces in the proposal of the Resident for estab-
lishing a moderate fee on all Rowsnnahs taken out at any of the custom houses
in the Provinee of Benares, and approves the abolition of the Rusbom Khoranah
of Rs. 3-2-per cent. on the amount of the collections, it appearing to have been
originally established for the exclusive benefit of the Treasurer Kashmeery Mull,*
though subsequently brought ixf phrt to the credit of the Raja. '

That with regard to granting any deductions to the Raja for the deficien-
cies that may arise from the abolition of the abovementioned duties and exac-
tions, the Governor General in Council is at present of opinion that the Raja has
received a full indemnification for them in the arrangements made at Bena-
xes upon the appointment of the present Resident, and that he will benefit
,more 1 largely in future from the general commercial system now in contem-
platlon That this consideration, admitting a temporary loss from the present
smngementa. ought to weigh with him against any claims for remissions, for
since it is rgasorfable to expect that his future permanent advantages wdl be
more than adequate to such intermediate deficiency. On one point only the
Governor General in Council waives for the present a positive decision, the da-
ties collected at the Custom houses in the inland transportation of grain, amount-
ing to Rupees 12,707-0-0 per annum, for the abolition of which the Board will
consider whether the Raja shall receive any a.llowa.uce, when the subject of the
remissions in general is before them.

Thet at all events the Governor General in Council deems it incum-
bent on him to extend the protection of Government to ‘every part of the
Company’s dominions, and to remedy abuses whareever the’ may be found to
exist, and upon this principle His Lordship directs the Resident to explain fur-
ther to the Raja, the necessity of carrying the above arrangements into immedi-
ate execution, and to point out to him that they have been adopted with a view
to increase the wealth and popaulation of theDistrict of Benares, of which he
alone is to reap the benefit, and that should he so far disregard the interests of
the people,sas to persist in his attachment to the former oppressive systenr of
levying the duties, the Governor General in Council will consider it as a devia-
tion from the positive assurances made by him to his Lordship at Benares, and
proceed to take such measures as he may deem most conduciverto the general
welfare of the state.

That upen the conclusion of the treaty with the Vizier, of which the
Governor General in Council is in daily expectation, the necessary orders will be
transmitted to the Resident, respecting the commercial intercourse to be etab-
llshed'betwean the Province of Benares and the dominions of the Vizier and the
‘countries of the Deaccan, tagether with further instructions regarding the gener-
al ayst.em

In pursuance of the orders of Government dated 26th December
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1787, the draft of regulations which were to take ef-
From Resident to Gover-
nor General in Cmmﬂ.{ dst. fectin all parts of the country from the lst of April
o8 20ih March 1330 were submitted to Government, as intimated in Re-
sident’s address of the 18th instant, relative to the future collection of the
Customs and the abolition of Rahdary, Zemindaree and all other intérior
duties,

In the sequel would be foand the Regulatjons proposed for the
Commercial Court of Justice, which would bhave its commencement as a
formal separate establishment from the Ist of April, though in fact most
part of its functions bad been exercised by the Resident ever since his ar-
‘rival, as would sufficiently appear from his Proceedings at large and from
his address of the 25th ultimo. That the Regulations both for tha Cu%soms
and, the*new Court would operate from the 1st of April, and should any
pirt of them be amended by Governmeut, the corrections cou'd easrly be
made by a further order. It was intimated that, as regarded the Customs,
the Resident had, in the Regulatious for that Department adhered as near-
ly as possible to the letter and spirit of those.for the Provinces of Bengal
and Bebar as communicated by Mr. Barlow. That in one part however of
the remarks with which that gentleman transmitted the substance of the
Hon’ble Custom House Regulations, it appeared that he considered the
Board’s orders to the Resident of December last, to direct, 1st that the du-
ties on all the Imports for exportation, and 2ndly on all the Imports for
consumption of tais Zemindaree, should pay duty either upon the value in-
serted in the merchant’s Invoice or upon the Rowanuah from the foreign
country whence the goods were imported ; but upon full consideration  of
the Governme:t Resolutions and comparing them with Mr. Barlow’s Re-
port, it seemed to be clearly the intention of Government not to make any
present alteration in the duty, by changing the present mode of valuation
of the goods imported from the Vizier's dominions, either for thé consump-
tion of Bengal and Behar, or of this country, till the negnciations depending
on that subject were terminated, and the Resident had therefore cautiously
.avoided makin‘é any alteration therein, being convinced that, if he was
mistaken, the evil thereby occasioned could be but temporary and of small
moment, whereas there was no saying, how far giving the encoaragement
proposed to the export trade of the Nawab’s dominions, might uperate on
the.negociations noticed in the Resolutions. With regard to the other ex-
ception to Goods imported from the Deccan or the Nawab’s or other foreign
countries for the consumption of Benares, although it was at first thought,
on the receipt of Government orders of December and reéomgmnﬂéd ac-
cordingly, that the dety t&:aon was to be reduced to 2} per cegt yef. the
‘Resident was now on a further attention to these orders as oompa.red with
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Mr. Barlow’s report, of a different opinion, 1st because the reduction of the
duty on that part of those goods imported from the Nawab’s dominions,
might similarly affeet the pending negociations, and secondly, because the
words and context, as well as the general spirit of the Resolutions of De~
cemiber, appeared to relate only to such part of the said goods for the con-
sumption of Benares, as would be imported under the Company’s Rowan-
nabs from the Provinces of Bengal, Behar and Orissa, the more especially
as, although it were true that the negociations now depending at Lucknow,
should not probably be affected by reducing the duty on such part of the
said goods for consumption in this Zemindaree, as were imported from the
Deccan and other countries not under the Nawab Vizier's dominion, yet
it was thought Mat if Government had not meant to limit the said reduc-
tion Bf dyty on goods consumed in Benares to the imports from the British
Provinces, aud had on the contrary meant : to extend it to those from, the
Delean &g, it* would have shown the same favor to similar Deccan and
other imports for the consumption of Bengal, Behar and Orissa, which had
evidently not yet been done. If the Resident had been mistaken in the
construction of Governmeut orders in the above respects, he would imme-
diately correct himself on being favored with their true meaning, and that
if he had in the meanwhile erred, it was on the safe side, for by avﬁidipg
any innovations in the points alluded to, he would, he thought, be doing
what the Board would wish in this and )l other cases,””

It was observed that in his address of the 25the ultimo, the Resi-
dent ekpressed a hope that he would be able to procuré the particulars of
tife accounts of the custom house and Chowrah or Rahdary und Gunge
collections that were to be abolished. He had at length been able to col-
lect them in as complete a state, it was beljeved, as the nature of the case
would admit, in four separate statements, exhibiting the interior collections
of ench of the four principal custom houses of Ghazeepore, Jounpore,

~ Mirzapore and Benares, with the denomination of the different goods col-
lected upon and the rates respectively levied thereon at each Chowkey, to-
gether with the gross and separate receipt of every one OF those subordi-
nate statious for the last Fuslee year 1194, the charges of their several
establishments and the net income thence arising to the Raja, and for the
better understanding of these accounts the following observations were sub-
joined :—

. The inland duties in the Sircar of Ghazeepoor were collected at the
Ghauts lmd Gunges or landing places and ferries oo the Ganges, from the
plaoe wheﬂs the Goomtee flows into that River o the north -west to its

‘ ]mmtum oﬂ the east with the Gograh, and ﬁ:ﬁnoe northerly as far asto
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the confines on that side or eastern frontier of the dominions of the Nawab
Vizier. These collection Ghauts were numerous and extended in some
places to both sides of the river, particularly towards the mouth of the
River Carumnassa where collections were made at Bara, a place of consid-
"erable export and import as well as internal trade in the district of Zema-
peah, on the east or southern side of the Ganges. " But the far greater part
of the collecting custom hQ,LlSB stations on the Ganges wmhm the District
of Ghazeepqor, lay of course on the northerly side of the river, and most of
them were established for collecting the old custom duty ou the internal
trade, though in some the Permit or new custom house duty was also ex-
acted on certain articles of importation and exportation from and to the

Cowmpany's Provinces. The internal duties at these Ghauls did not appear

to have been fixed by any other rule than what habit had introduted at

each, and to have been neither quite uniform in their rates, norin respect to
the articles on which the taxes or tolls were levied, though In ggneral there
was of coursea considerable analogy between the latter and former, or
rates were the same at the different Chowkies in such subdivision. In gener-

al, the articles collected extended to a!l kinds of grain, to the various
articles prepared from sugar cage, as also to tobacco, oil and ghee and to
country salt, and, at some of them, to firewood and fish, and to cotton and
thread and cotton cloths manufactured in the couuntry, together, with a tax

upon new boats. From the Goomtee to the town of Ghazeepors, a dis-

tance of only about 12 coss, there were no less than 8 of these Ghaut Sta-

tions, that is, one about the distance of every three miles, none of which

collected anything but the old duties. One species of which, called the
Beytukee or examining fee, was repeated or became in fact a double,
treble, or quadruple duty on every article, having been exacted (distinct
and separate from what was cqnsidered as duty) at every collecting sta-
tion by which the merchants passed to the place of sale, where he was for
theé most part subject to” a still further duty on tae sale of the same goods
at the Gunge or Bazar where they were disposed of. The collection
Ghauts from Ghazeepore to the eastward, as far as the Gograh, were equally
nuwmerous, and the articles they collected on still more so, including some
rated according to the Permit Regulations, such as cloth and sugar ex-
ported towards Bengal, and salt imported from that country into this;
besides which there was a pretty considerable importation of iron and
cottgn from, and exportation of bucklers to, the Behar Province.® These
last mentioned articles were, in regard to the Customs collected on
them, rated according to the former or Sabuck duties and the said’
articles of cotton and iron, as well as of beetle leaf from Gya, and
some others thus mport.ed across the Ganges from the bomﬂnen of
Behar not baving any R&Wannah from the Company's Custom House.
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This sort of small commerce between the two countries might be consid-
ered asa kind of illicit Traffic, which would however now be restrain-
ed on this side by becoming (should it be continued) subject tb the Permit

duties, The exports thus made from this country across the Gianges into
the Province of Behar never appeared to have been of much consequence,

consisting principally of shields “made at a great manufactory of them at

Beloor, a village in the Pergunnah of Buleeah within this Zemindaree, and

in some jaggree. The lmports in this Chanuel from Behar were, relatively

of more consequence to this country, as consisting of iron, and of cotton,

a principal material of manufacture, and of Kundry a vegetable yieldiug

a juice made use of in such manufacture. However it was learnt, that by

far the greatest }I.rt of the Rooee or Cotton wanted for the manufacture

of thif®country either grew within the limits of the Zemindaree or came

frogﬁ the country properly called the Duckheen or Deccan, and that the Kpp-
pauss or uggleated cotton procured as above pointed out from Behar, bore
but a small relative proportion to the two other sources of supply, not
exceeding it was said from two to three thousand maunds in a year. It
was therefore apprebended tbat, at present, no sensible inconvenience would
arise from subjecting this hitherto unregulated and in some sort illicit
trade between the two countries to the general Regulations of the custom
house duties, It had been therefore ordered, that the duty on such part of
the said goods, as should arrive without a Company’s Rowannah should be

exacted on the price or value of the merchant’s Invoice, a4 the rate of five

per cent ; and when imported with a Company’s Rowannal? at that only of
21, on the price inserted in the Rowannah. This Regulation would tend to
discBurage the smuggling trade from the Company's Province of Bebar,
but if the Board from any reason were to disapprove of this Regulation;

which extended to all importations without Rowannah from every part of
the Province of Behar, such other rules could easily be substituted as the

Governor General in Council might prefer.

The collecting ghauts on the Dema or Gograh were equally numer-
ous in proportioh to the extent of country. The articles tBere collected
on were principally rice, turmerick, giuger, black pepper, beans, spices
and Bengal salt, which were imported from Goruckpore, and partly from
Sircar Sarun, without the Company’s Rowannah, and different kinds of
grain, jaggree, cloths and tobacco were in return exported across ghe
Gogra into those countries. At one of these Chowkies on the Gogra a
Beytukee fee was also collested on goods passing the Gogra, although such
goods had been previously charged with the custom house duties and fur-
nished with The regular Rowannah of the country. This line was also the
“®hanzel foroohveying some Bengal salt into the Nfvab's territories of Azim-
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ghur. Mr. Barlow had already suggested to the Board the means that
might be tried to extend the sale of this commodity in the countries of
Benares and® Qude, and the Resident would have occasion to remew the
‘mention of it in another part of this letter, only here: remarking that the
price of Pungah or Bengal salt in the District of Ghamaepoor was now at
above five Rupees per maund, and was in common yéars sold for about
four Rs ; whereas the Stimber Salt sold there generally from six Rs. to Re.
Six and Eight Annas per maund, notwithstanding which, the prejudice of
the natives in all parts of the Province of Benares, excepting only the
Sircar of Ghazeepoor, was such that it was much preferred to the Pungah,
or that of the Company’s Bengal dominions.

Besides the above described collections at the severa] Ghaunts (€xceed-
ing under the single custom house of Ghazeepore the number of 40) there
were, as the account would show, depsndant on the same aepﬂ:‘t.ment, sun-
dry inland stations, some of which were established for the receipt of
.Custom on the goods of the chief or head towns of Pergunnabs, others for
those of Gunges and those that were sold on market days, and others again
originally establishad for mere tnspection and not for collection, which was
however too tempting an object to the persons thus employed, for them to
be able to refrain from it, and accordingly there was no custom house station
were it ever so inconsiderable, where at least the Beytukee fee was not
taken on all good” passing it. It was indeed scarcely credible to what a height
of licenciousness those officers, who swarmed like locusts in all parts of the
country, carried their-prooeedinga ; and as, to this creditable body of men,
the Rajas of this country had always, or at least for many years past,
entrusted the Kutwally, or Magisterial authority for the Police, at the seats
of their collection, they had of course no difficulty in extending, varying and
increasing their exactions ad libitum. The first inland station, exhibited in
the account, was that of Mohammedabad, and showed that the head Colleetor
of the Customs at that place, who was also the Kutwal, collected 5 pice per
Bullock Load on grain sold in the town, 6 on that sent to the neighbouring
villages, and § on that to other Pergunnahs. This general policy of fa-
voring the immediate shop and the merchauts settled there and enhancing
the duty on all travelling merchants, making it higher the further off the
article was to be exported, seemed generally to pervade all these Radhary
duties, which were however only one department of the custom maater’s col-
lections, as those also included a greater or less number of the Kutwally fees
such as*had already met the Board’s disapprobation in regard to the 2 Towns
of Ghazeepoor and Jounpoor, and'the continuation of which could wat there-
fore be approved of¢in %g villages. Those of this' kind at ﬁlahemeds—
bad appeared to be much of the same nature, as the Ramdeﬂ had alreidy
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had occasion to mention, as having existed in the two towns abovemention-
ed, with the further very impolitie article of d'tax of 5 annas on the marriage
of n son and 4 annas on that of a danghter, These KutwaMy duties were
however principally confined to the capitals of Pergunnahs, and did not
appear or rather perhaps were not acknowledged to have extended to the
smaller marts and hamlets. *Une constant article among these Kutwally
duties, was the tollection made on the distilleries and sales of spirituous
liquors{ the suihject of which the Resident would have occasiop to resume
in a'subsequent part of this address.

The uty once paid at the Ghant Stations did not suffice to secure
the lmporte:‘js\me transportation into the markets in the interior parts
of th®country, nor was the already mentioned Beytukee at every collecting
station, the only repetition of duties they were thus subject to, as might be
o™rved by the particulars in the account under the head of Chelan, one of
the Ghazeepoor inland stations, where a new duty was collected on the same
spices which had already paid them on their importation across the Gogra.
Nor was this a singular instance, the accounts exhibiting several others of
the same kind. This avidity and ingenuify in devising new tolls and re-
peating as often as possible the same ones, might perhaps be accounted
for, from the circumstances of the duties in question having always been
farmed till the period of Cheyt Sing's expulsion, whence the invention of
the renters was always on the stretch to discover new squrees of taxation,
and to devise new means of gain, in which Government fo doubt support-
ed them, from & mistaken view of its own interest ; and it might certainly
appear surprizing that during such a course of years as this system appear-
ed to have continued, it had not operated more to the prejudice, not only
of the trade, but of the general industry ang the produce of the land and
labor of the country, than it yet appeared to have doue, and that, in spite of
the full operation of such discouragements during the so much praised ad-
mibistration of the late Bulwunt Sing, he should have left this cuuntry' in
such a favourable state as to its cultivation and produce. His doing so

‘must needs imply that his managenent of the other brancMes of adminis-
tration were excellent, since that could countervail so much abuse and re.
straint in the single but important one of the commerce of the country:

But to return from t.hiﬁession there was only to be added on
the subject of these duties in the™Sircar of Ghazeepore, that all those at
the Inland stations bore a general analogy in respect to the articles, on
which colle.cﬁons were made, having bden for ‘the most part such as had
been already specified :—grains in particular of all kiads, tobacco and the
produse of the sugar-cane never escaping anyvgmre. The Customs levied
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on all these articles were, excepting as far as regarded the Permit or
regular custom house articles, which consisted of Sugar and Cloth and
Sujee earth for exportation to Bengal, and of Tin, Copper, Lead, Salt and
others imported from it, rated according to former usage. Deleel Sing, who
hiad been 25 years in this Department, declared he knew ne other rule
than such usage for regulating them, and tha¢ the rates hitherto observed
had vever in his time much varied, and that when they dil, it was only
occasionally, as favor or views of interest gave rise to for a'time. ' These
rates varied Lowever in each Pergunnah or sub-divisioz, and were supposed to
remain uniform within the limits of each. In general the rates on grain
would be found to run from 4 to 8 and 10 Cutcha Pysa, or from the fif-
teenth to the sixth part of a Rupee per Bullock load, whieli was gcner;hy
of 4 Maunds or 2 Rs. worth, In some places, as in Sydabad for instance,
a country or Sabuck duty was collected per head on Bullocks transporting
gootfs that bad paid the regular custom house duties, but th1s abfurd
and most oppressive exaction ceased it seecmed some months a.rro in con-
sequence of the construction put by the custom house officers on an or-
der the Resident had occasion to issue, prolubiting them from collecting
Rusooms or dues for themselves, to which they gave a more general inter-
pretation than was intended, but as this had, in more than one iustance, a
salutary effect, their sense of it was allowed to have the fullest operation.
At the Gunge nf Jellalabad in the Pergunnah of Shadyabad, the customn house
officers carried their exactions to such a height, that they levied a duty
eveu upon the Pqi'{'n'a Goods sold there, such as had before paid the regu-
lar duties and ovtained a Rowannah.

The inland or Sabuck duties collected under the department of the
custom house at Jounpeor, were of much the same pature as those abcve
described in regard to the districts of the Sircar of Ghazeepoor, though
less numerous and extensive. The Board would otherwise only observe
this variation in those of J ounpoor that the articles, whereon the collec-
tions were made, were somewhat different, inclnding among other things, a
duty on the old bricks, beams aud other worn out materials of the crum--
bling town of Jounpoor, and both a Permit and Sabuck duty on paper (of
which there was still a very considerable manufacture at that ancient but
very decayed Capital), and on a country salt made in its vicinity, this last
article was bowever consumed only by the lower classes of the people, those
who could afford it using Sambre Salt imported from the district of Jynagur
and avowing a degree of prepossession against the Pungah or Bengal Salt,
from fire beiny used in its preparation ; besides which some of them thought’
the use of it occa.smnqi cutaneous diseases. The account showéa atm thst
therc had been a collectmrrid'tatlon within the Nawab Vmer‘s ltmits on the
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side of Azim Ghur, a circumstance that the Resident only hete brought
forward as one instance of irregularity, occasioned by the very imperfect
demarkation of the limits of the two countries on that and® several other
parts of ‘the frontiers of the two countries, which was in fact only render&;i
in a great degree harmless by the strict amlty between the two Govern-
ments, or otherwme were it not for mutual forbearance, daily disputes and
quarrels would ensue. It might here be added that the line of the frontier,
on that side more especially, as laid down in the Map of Major Rennel,
was totally erroneous, and would require a new and particular survey to con-,
vey any idea of its true local position, which, it was hoped, might, includ-
ing the gen correction of the Beneras Map, be at some convenient
opportunity thou¥ht worthy the atlention of Government.

CThe inland duties dependent on the custom house at Mirzapore
—
were of muech the sama na.ture s and desr:nptmn as those above mentioned,

with this difference, that a coumdermerenf war Tevied on pilgrims
and on goods collected at faivs held at stated periods oy the assemblage of
votaries to the Temple of Bindbashnee, which is situated in the neighbour-
hood. A part too of the Subuck or interior duties thus collected, appeared
to have been divided between the Raja and Zemindars of the tract of
mountainous and wild country lying between the Ganges and the western
and southern frontiers of Benares, for the protection they affurded to the
merchants and their goods against the depredations of rebbers and thieves,
who were indeed throughont all this part of Tndia a very®general nuisance,
having even grown up to a kind of trade and profession, a circumstance
nof to be wondered at when it is considered that there was, nn ! indeed
still continued to be, hardly the semblaunce of any regal administration
of Criminal Justice in the Mofussil, or thrapghout the interior parts of the
country ; to correct which defect a beginning had however been made,
which might, it was hoped, soon be rendered more perfect by a proper ju-
dictal establishment, after the Resideut’s return to that city. In fact the
thieves were, it was believed, protected in some degree, in more than one
district, by the Revenue Officers or men in power, who either directly or
indirectly shared with them in the spoils, and that this was not a late cus-
tom, but connected in some degree with the policy of Indian Governments
might be inferred not only irom the fundamental laws of the Hindoos, Lut
from what was generally asserted and believed here, that Raja Bul‘nmt‘
Smg himself kept a body of such freebooters in his protection and employ. /

TheuStations and collactlons in the division and under the Custom
#ouse of Benares proper wera exceedingly npgpeross and various: Tun
_ thesé there was nothing very parhctﬂ.ar (unless it were a repetition of
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sundry of the irregularities already pointed out, such as double and even
in some places & threefold duty (without including the Beytukee) on cer-
taim articles anfong which that of grain, the most iraportant of all in re-
gard te interior commerce, appeared in some places, as for instance at the
aowke}' of Kujinary Khas, to be more t,ha.n commenly burthened. In
several places, the havmg paid the Permit or regula.l Custom House Du-
ties on certain Articles was no protection against the Choorah collections,
and to add, if possible, to the perplexity and hardship of such a system,
‘the Raja had last year farmed out the Choorah, or rather all the interior
-duties of several large tracts of his country, such as Bijyghur and Ghur-
‘wara &c., to the ﬁlrmers of the land revemue. In onc place viz, at the
‘Station of Kerakut Khas, it was found that the mode proposed by Mr.
Barlow of valuing the ooods according to the Bejuck or invoice. was ob-
served, with however this material difference against the merchants that a
gurplus of one-eighth was charged on ths amount of the imvoiee, on the
aggregate of all which it was that the Permit duties were at that par-
ticular station collected.

(Ths duties tn the town of Benares would be found to be very numer-
ous and to affect all the industrious classes of the inhabitants, besides ex-
tending to pilgrims, religious observances, and including also a tax on new
or repaired doors and windows, and even on the marriage of widows, the
policy of either of which two last articles, more especially in regard to the
former, it seemed peculiarly difficult to understand, if there was indeed any
other meaning than mercly to make the most extensive exactions possible

‘on the pubiic.)

Having thugat length procured, as above described, all the partien-
lars of the taxes, which, as it appeared, were according to the sense of the
Board’s erders to be generally abelished, before proceeding to issue the
orders for that purpose, it was considered whether any and how many of
the various arficles composing them might be preserved, consistent with
the intention and the known grounds on which the Board’s orders were
founded, and after duc deliberation on the subject, it appeared that unless
it were the article of monthly and annual fines or considerations paid by
the different traders or corporations in the town of Benares, and the fur-
ther article of Abkarec or revenue paid by the distillers of spirituous
liquors throughout the country, there were no other articles that did not
expressly fall under the description of those inland duties referred to and
explained in Mr. Barlow’s report of Rahdary, Gunge, and‘l_qikhau;s_ and

. other ipland duties ard collections, which the Resident was dimﬁt&é— to use
his best endeavours to obtain a totul abolition of, _
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In regard to the first of those excepted atticles, a statement of ita
annual produce had been prepared, and although from the nature of the heads
‘of collection composing i, it secmed evident that, by th® very nature of
them, they must be productive of nearly the same bad effects as the Rah-
dary and Gunge duties, by enhanctug the price of the produce of those
trades to the consuriers and. t.hereby probably diminishing its quantity, (ag
well as in like proportion, the general industry of the country, as far as
that could be affected by the materials used in those trades,) Jyet consider-
ing the large amount in which the present funds of the country must at all,
events be decreased by the abolition of all duties on the interior commerce,
the Resid was at first inclined to have preserved those taxes of the
trades till the rd%eipt of the Board's further orders ; but when it was found
that f zeEained, their amount weuld not, at most, exceed thirteen hundred
IMJees annually, a sum which in a measure of such consequence and ex-
tensive operation as the present, could vot be allowed to stand in competi-
uion with the general liberation of the interinr trade and the freedom and
cneouragement of industry throughout the Zemindaree, which were the
objeets of the Board’s orders, those petty though numerous taxes had
thercfore been included in the common abolition,

With regard to the article of Abkary or distilleries of spirituous li-
quors, which abounded all over the country, the Resident had already sub-
mitted to Government that, with a view to the public qu¥t and for the more
perfect preservation of the Policein the two towns of Ghazeepoor, and Joun-
pore he had prohibited the use of Stills, or the keeping of liquor shops at
those places, and had of course given up the inconsiderable revenué thence
derived in the two tgwns in question. In respeet to the first of these places
the Resident's conduct in this respect had lseen already approved. It was
to be confessed however that when the Resident ordered that a.bohtlon., he
was not 88 well acquainted with the merits of all the ciccumstances relat.mg
to it as he had since become, or otherwise he should at least have hesitated,
if not perhaps altogeilier avoided, the issuing of such an order; for although
the use of strong liquors were quite incoasistent with the Mahommedan
religious Code, it, was found by no means so with that of the Hindoos, be-
ing even (as the Resident was well assured) spoken of, and the use of it in
certs.iq.cam admitted ic the Bedes, their most ancient Scriptures, and
being besides expressly allowed to certain castes and on-particulas ocoa-
sions*to others, and even employed by them in their temples in acts of de-
votion; vt was therefore soon found that it would be both impracticable
and evenginjust, to attempt generally fo prohibit the use of the country
spirituous ljquors, and that the bars attempt fo ext#ad the prohibition into
‘the Mgfuaml would occasion & heavy loss to Government, as besides those
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pla.ces‘ where a tax was levied on this article by the Custom House Officers,
there was not an Amil, and, it might be added, scarcely a village through-

out the countryf where the colloctor and inhabitants were not interested in’
the continuance of the distillery, by the revenue and profits the farmer

thence derived, as well as from the very general use which the inhabitarits

made of the liquors in question. Seeing therefore the impropriety attend-

ing any extension of this prohibition, the Resident thought it would be at
least equally improper and unjust, both to the natives and Government, to

give up the tax levied on it, as such a remission would appear like a sanction

from Government to the unlimited use of what even sober Hindoos thought
had in most cases better be abstained from, and the too free i» lulgence in
which must certainly at all times affect both the morals cad bodily health
of the people at large/It was therefore ordered that the same duties would
be levied by the custom houses on the distilleries of this Article through-
out'the Mofussil as heretofore, and accounted for as usual o tpe respec-
tive head stations of Benares &c., which would occasion a saving to the
public rental of Letween 2 and 3000 Rs. annually, without being felt as a
burthen by any one, or occasioning a.nj expense in the collection.. With
regard to the prohibition of the yse of spirituous liquors in Jounpore and
Ghazeepoor, the Resident had not yet repealed them; 1st, because such re-
peal secared hardly advisable so speedily after the prohibition ; and 2ndly,
because, wnore especially in regard to Jounpore, which was ulmost, entirely
inhabited by Mahogamedans, there seemed to be a degree of local proprie-
ty 1u restraining ortaltogether preventing the use of liquors there, which did
not apply with equal force in regard to the Mofussil, the inhabitants of
which were mostly Hindoos. But for his ultimate guidance in these res-
pects the Resident would wait for further orders,

&
The account * showed the whole amcount of the articles abolished
in consequence of and since Government orders of the 26th December
undér the following heads.

Rahdary or Road Tolls &ec., - 36,166 5 0
Gunge Duties or those collected on thr. sale of
grain and other goods in the Markets, ... 56,400 7 3

Sundries, including Kutwally fees and duties on
the distilleries in the towns of Jounpoor and Ghazee-
poor, atid on the trades or corporation in Benares and
the Nikhas Mehal of that Ci_t_y and of Ghazeepoor, ... 11,991 9 0.

. Total, .. 104558 5 3
* 1t has pot been thought necw to print the detailed accounts nferrrﬁ $octn this ari-

drom,
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Brought forward, ... 104358 5 3
Add duties. eollected at some few of the interior
Chowkieq partly on goods comgumed in the country and
partly on exports, 56,965

=]
.

Total, . 161,523 6 0

Deduct such part of the last mentioned Per-
mit duties as ought still to be collected, according to
the exactest estimate possible to be made from the
cxisting accounts of the Kxports and Imports exclusive
of the inteﬂ'&r\gglnmerce of the country. 40,949 14 3

- ng‘uct further the amount of

«bkary saved out of articles of sewage
omndries. . e 2705 7 3 43,655 J; 6

Balance Rupees, .es we 117868 0 6

being the result and ultimate amount supposed to be
given up or lost to this branch of the revenue resources
of the couu'try, viz : duties levied on the interior com-
merce. .

Deduct further the saving between the amount
of the former and the present reduced establishment
for the collections of Customs viz., former establish-
mant up to 31st of March 1788, Rs. 57,220 11 9

Present Estaplishmcnt from
the 1st of April 1788, 33,256 0 0

Balance Rs., 24,964 11. 9

—

Nett estimated diminution of Jumma per annum
by the Tabolition of the interior duties of the Custom
House in Benares, 92,903 4 9

Besides the above abolished interior duties, the Raja made by his
own Officers, distinctly and separately from those of the Custom Hohse, a
.Rahdary and Gunge collection at Ramnugur opposite the City of Benares.
These would no doubt now cease in virtue of the general prohibition. The
Resident &ad not called on the Raja for any statement of the aggregate of
“his receiptyf{om this Mebal, as doing so would‘ha.veomsplred bim with the
ulaar of attempting to found thereon some claim of deduction on that
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account from Government, but it was found from the papers of Omrow
Sing that they might be estimated at between 4 and 5000 Rs. Whether
the Raja was dr was not eatitled to any deduction on this account. or on
that of. the general abolition of the iuterior duties, was a matter on which
Government alone could determine. The Raja was, or affected to 'be,
confident that he was fully entitled, and often repeated that he trusted to
the Resident's justice to procure for him what he considered a reasonable
allowance. There were several grounds on which his title might be dis-
puted, as far as at least as regarded the Rahdary part of the duties, one
of which was the contents of the first article of Mr. Hasting's renewed
Custom House Regulations for Benares of the 21st of O-~ivber 1784,
wherein it was stated that “in the orders which wens issued to Raja
Mehipnarain under date the 22nd November 1781, wlen the settlement '
was originally concluded with him, it was enjoined that there should be
Chowkies for the collection of the Customs at only 3 places, namely
Ghazeepoor, Benares and Mirzapoor, and whereas it appears that notwith-
standing this injunction, a number of petty Chowkies have been establish-
ed for the collection of the Customs in different parts of the couutry, it is
hereby positively ordered that ne Customs, duties or exactious of any kind,
shall be collected on goods passing at any place except the 3 Chuwkies
abovementioned of Ghazeepoor, Benures and Mirzapoor,”

custom house Regulations, he noticed that “ the merchants, of Benares
had since 1773 been exposed to insutferable exactions from the multiplica-
tion of Chowkees or Custom Houses, separately collecting duties in every
part of the Proviace, and that to remedy these defects he framed some
Regulations in 1781, and that if they had been btriét]y enforced, he
should scarcely have had occasion to resume the subject now, but that in
fact-they had become obsolete wherefore he had compiled them together
and issued them anew &c.”

In Mr. Ha?,ing's letter to the Board accompanying those new
l

From these Extracts it seemed evident, that Mi. Hasting thought
there existed, after his Regulations of 1784, no duties on goods except
the 5 per cent. established by these Regulations and collected at those places,
but that all this was so understood by the Raja, the Resident thought
might be hable to doubt, as well as that he conceived, or at least clearly.under-
stood ‘the authority of the new custom rules to extend to more of the &umes
on goods, than that part thereof which was transported by the rivers. At.
any rate the institution of the Permit rates did not necessarily imply, - that
they were to be collected only on the foreign imports and export® and not

1o extend to the inland tradpy as it would no doubt have been ety difiouly
on a variety of accounts to extend this Permit system to most of the bran«
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‘ches of the interior trade, the keeping up the Sabuck or old Daties there-
on might perhaps admit of being viewed more as & measure of necessity,
of the adoption of what was practicable, than of choice iu the native Go-
vernment, Indeed the Resident really himself believed this to have beveu:l'|
in a’great degree the case, and on that supposition the merits of the ques-
tion, as to the Raja’s right to .an.y remission from Government in considera-
tion of the abolition of the Jnland duties, seemed reduced to a clear and
limited compass, which he had more than once told the Raja, that it did
not rest with him but with the Board to decide as might be thought consis-
tent, with equity and justice, as well as in regard to what he affected to dread
concerninMimiuut.ion in the receipts from the foreign trade by the
reduction of the Wetes or part of the duties levied on it. He had got little
faith it t.he'speculation, however plausible, and although the Resident had
ofmte-u urged it to him in argument, that the'trade would probably incsease
from the reduction of the rate of the Custom, so as to render the total
of the receipts of duties equal or superior to what they had yet been, in-
somuch that the Resident belicved the Raja would very willingly (as he
had indeed declared in conversation) surrender to Government all claim to
any possible future increase of profit in this branch of his revenues, to be
secured from the apprehension of sustaining any immediate loss by the
present arrangements.

With a view of rendering that loss, whether to him or to Govern-
ment, as little as possible, and as it was indeed connectdy with the other
part of the arrangements introductory to the new system,/the Resident
thquglht it incumbent on him to take on himself the reducticn of the hea-
vy establishment of Officers hitherto kept wp for the Customs, amo.unt.iug ,
for the last Fuslec year to no less than 1212 persons, besides occasional
additions, stationed at 397 places at the annnal charge to the Raja of
I:lupees 57.220-11-9, and no doubt at a much heavier one to the country.
These were to be from the 1st of April reduced to 395 persons of all de-
scriptions, aud to 49 Stations, including the 4 head or principal Custom
Houses, at an anunual expense of Rs. 31,486-0-0, so thet although the
Officers on the establishment to be hereafier kept up were evidently better
paid (as far at least as regarded the avowed emoluments of those on the
old establishment) than the multitude now maintained in this Depart-
ment, yet the charge on the whole was much reduced and the business
would, there was no doubt, be beyond comparison better performed.. As
apon the footing of the mew Regulations there would after the Ist of April
remain no. plea for the Sennassecs, Irakees and Punjabees aud others hav-
ing a separate custom house at Benares, the Resident had in forming the

1w, getaMlighment provided for the abolitiongof this subsidiary Custom
bouse from the 18t of April, and as Mootyram, the Darogah or collector of
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it, had behaved himself with great diligence and propriety in the discharge
of his duty, the Raja had been desired to transfer him to Jounpoor, the
Darogah of which station would, owing to incapacity, be removed from the
Jst of April)

This degree of interference on the Resident’s part in the formation
of the new establishment and the provision for Mootyram'not. being quite
consistent wjth the line of separation, which Mr. Barlow proposed to be
drawn and maintained between the department of the custom houses and
the Judge of the Commercial Court, it could only be said, that the Resident
thought the circumstances of his situation required of him =0 far to de-
viate in the instances in question from what would undér other circum-
stances be admitted as the preferable and more regular mode, , However
the Raja had been assured that the foundation was laid, and he would in fu-
ture have the sole and entire choice of the custom house officergon any va-
cancy happening, in like manner as he had always had, since the Resident’s
arrival, the entire and uninfluenced nomination of all the collectors and
officers of the land revenue throughout the Province. In short the less
the Resident interfered with the,Raja and entered into the details of his ad-
ministration, the more he consulted his own ease and the more he stood free
frow active responsibility, but he would be unworthy of the liberal confi-
dence reposed on him by Government, were he whilst the present diseretion
remained with hirg, to suffer either of those considerations to operate on
his public conduc&my further than he might deem consistent with the best
means of secnring the public good, to procure which in the greatest degree
possible he knew and felt to be the object and cnd of his mission in fhis
country.

It was intimated that pernaps some further reductions might. soon
be practicable in the establishment of the Customs, particularly at Gha-
zeepore, but it was needless at the time to enter into further particularscon
that head.

The Regulations for the Commercial Court of Justice would, it was
hoped, meet with the appprobation of the Governor General in Council,
particularly the degree of authority assigned to the Judges of the four Courts
including Benares, to take cognizance in certain cases of breaches.of the
Regulation against the collection of interior duties, These exactions were
often, when separately taken, not of sufficient consequence to-induce 8 mer-,
chant to repair to Benares from Jounpoor, Mirzapoor, or Ghazeepoor to
lodge his complaint, which he might nevertheless be very willing to prefer,
if ha emi\}d have accesd to any Court more in his neighbourhge ﬂO In thiy
y:some deviation had been made from the tenor of the, Boards in
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structions of the 26th December, but as it had been left optional to all par-
ties to complain to the Resident in the first instance if they chose, and ap-
peals had been allowed to the Resident from the decisions of tie four Courts,
it was trusted that the spirit and meaning of the Board’s instructions had
been sufficiently preserved, and at the same time by this regulated and al-
most undiscretional rie]Ega.lfitm'ofP authority to the country Courts, a great-
er scope and effect had * been given them than they could otherwise have
been susceptible of, had the sole and exclusive jurisdiction in regard to such
complaints rested only in the Commereial Court at Benares.

ions for the Customs and Commercial Adeulut, dated
29th of Marc ”'l?ﬁ&

“The Resident taking into consideration the orders of the Governor
Gewa.l in Council of the 26th December last for the regulations of ,the
Customs in $he Province of Benares, aud ‘aaving on the 12th ultimo re-
ceived from the collector of Government Customs at Calcutta the forms
therein referred to aud having been since employed, in collecting the in-
formation necessary to earry the Regulations prescribed into execution, now
proceeded to issue them in the following manner :—

1st. That in order to afford a greater security to the body of merchants trading be-
tween Beuares and the Company's other dominions of Bengal, Beliar and Orissa, Rowannahs be
granted in the same form and subject to the same regulativns for the custom houses ms those
ohserved by the collectors of Government Customs in the Proviuces af esaid, which form of
Rouwannah and regulations to be introduced and observed from the 1st Apfl are as follows :—

Form of Rowannah for the Benares Customs with luseription of the new Seal to be im-
pressdd on them.

No, of each month. Shah Allum ;

Padsbhsh Ghungy
Fidwy, Raja Mahip
Narain Sing, Bahadoor,
Zemindar, Benares &c

Mohur Permit, Benares,
the 18t of April 1788 of the

L

Christian, agreeing with the 24th
of the second Jumaudie of the
year 1195 of the Fus-
lee Era.

‘s
Mutlah Shood.
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Certificate of the duties eolleoted at the Per-
mit, or receipt of Cuatoms at the Capital of Be-
nsres in the Zemjndaree of Mahip Narain Babadur
being part of the Domains of the Hou'ble East
India Company upon —Boats laden with —
proceeding from-—to—or wheresoever else the
traneporter pleases, let him carry it—the Duty
at the rate 2§ or 5 per cent. (according to the na-

ture of Goods as hereafter specified), having Leen
————into the Treasury of

Mobur Seristeh
L Daroghea Permit
Mukam Sudder
Benares.

Mohur ‘Se}"iﬂtﬂh
Mushriffee Permit
Mnkawn Sudder
Bemarvs.

received on the
the Sudder Treasurer, it is necessury that no per-
son do obstruct the free pasaage thercof in the
roads, or ghauts, and ferries,

S E B % ] E Mokiamy“or appraisement at the
@ ;t g g L . Moliur § 5 5 o F  Sudder Makam or plics of Beares,
E 5 E “i Seristeh Teliaal- 'g ] g o g price or valuation

g :H e 5 darypermitMukam! & g 5 T = E’ Ke. .

é} E_ - i“ Sudder Benares % '-E‘ é 2 s 32 Boats with‘-—-———-goods
" E§& = 2% 5 2 8 calue-— on which

collected 2% or § Per Cent. Duty
turos vut so much : —

“ The above form to be in the Pérsian language, and a translation thercot to be iuserted

in the Nagry eharacter in the Dialect of Hindoostan,

Nakul Shood, or eopied,

Endorsement. Copy taken
Copy taken 20th Jannary
Registered su 20th of Jaunary 1788, 1788,
the Treasurer’s M. D,
Office, (For Mushriff s) (For Darogah's}
Office. Office.

2nd. That the custom heuse be opened every day for the transaction of
business and that every Rowannah applied for in the course of each day shall
be'issued in the course of the following day, but no Rowaunmah shall be issued
except upon a written application signed by the transporters or their authorized
agents, and specifying the price, quantity, and quality of the goods, after which
the duty is to be levied in the manner hereafter particularized in the 14th Arti-
ticle of these Regulations, )

3rd. Each Rowannah is to have impressed on it the seal of the Raja and
that of the Collector or Darogah ; that of the Mushriff or Accountant and that
of Fevildar or Cash-keeper, and on no account to be delivered up by the last
mentioned officer till the duty be paid, that no balance may remain at the end
of the yéar. Each of the said officers are respectively to have the custody of
the public seals now ¢ut for the use of the customs from the st inatant, besides
which.the Darogah is #> have the custody of the Raja’s Permit Seq!a,-qd:cl thay,
are severally to affix on each Eowannah the impressions of the sefls thus respeg:”
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tively entrusted to them, They are also each of them to affix their respective
signatures under their seals in the form above preseribed, and the Darogah is to
write the words Mutlah shood under the Raja’s seal, which mode is also earefully

_to be observed in respoct to the endorsements, and every Rowaunsh is to be
drawn out in the same precise form, and for any negleet in all or any of thesoe

* respects, the porty offending will be punished in the Commercinl Court, as hére-
under established,. by a fine not exceeding 20 Iis. for each offence, or finally by
dismissal from office in case of persoverance therein,

4th. A Rowannah granted at any one custom house, shall pass through-
out the Province for the space of one year for the same goods without molesta-
tion, or furtier.delay than may be requisite to enable the officer of any other
custom office to acgertnin whether the goods and Rowanmah correspond, nor
shall tF% dednction for this purpose ever exceed the space of one day, on pain of
the Darogah or defaulting officer’s being punished in the Commercial Adawlut
hy'ﬂne equjvaleat to the loss of the time thus occasioned in the voyage of the
goods, should the party thus longer detained prefer his complaint, The Daro-
gah is to certify on the back of the Rowaunah if he finds that they agree, and
should he find that the merchants have taken up more goods after obtaining the
Rowannah with a view of evading the duties on surplus, he is invariably to stop
the whole, and to give notice to the Residenf in his capacity of Judge of the
Commercial Adawlut, who, if the fact be proved to his satisfaction in the Com-
mercial Adawlut, is invariably to confiscate the whole.

(5&&. In cxplanation of that part of the preceding ortth Article, which
directs that a Rowannah ghall be good for one year, it is hereby ptovided that should
a merchant be desirous of keeping his goods for « better market longer than the
yeaf for which the Rowunnah is current, he shall be entitled to an exchanged
Rowannah for another year on the terms specified in the 9th Article of the cus-
tom house regulations of the 21st of October 1784, that is, on oath being made
by the owner, or satisfactory prouf obtained of the identity of the goods, and
surrendering the old Rowannah., Or should a merchant be desirous of dividing
a despatch into smaller parts after having taken up a Rowannah for the whale,
he shall bo entitled to ns many as he chooses upon identifying the goods as above
specified and surrendering the old Rowannah. But on no sagcount whatever
shall a merchant, after arriving at the place of his destination, be entitled to a
new Rowanuah, duty free, on pretence of his baving only transported a part of
the despatch under the original Rowannab. In all. exchanged Rowannahs, the
scal and name of the Tevildar must be omitted, in lieu of which the number
aud date of the original Rewannah must be inserted in the body of th# ex-
changed one, and the Darogah must cancel the old one by endorsing the date of
ihe ney "one upon it, that it may not be presented again for exchange.

ﬁfﬁ-. All Rowannahs must be numbered frgm the beginning of ‘ach Eng-
Tish month and"a registry kept of them acoordingly? specifying the name of the
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tmtf'aporter, the place from which and to which trausported, the value of the
goods and the rate and amount of duty collected thereon, which is at the end of
every month cpunctually to be transmitted to the Resident in his capacity “of
Judge of the Commercial Court/nud the form of this Register is here given as
follows :—

Register of Rowannahs from the custom house of « in the Province
of Benares for the English month of

Ezports from to

i 8 gl !~ ¢
I = = e =3 a -
‘é g ] 'g 3 &= Rl o 3‘
= 2 | g 4= ; e | =
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The Darogah of each custom house is to cause to be kept four annual
and separate Books, in the first of which is to be regularly registered the Row-
annahs for the Goods imported for immediate exportation as from Bengal to the
Deccan and other parts; in the second the exports from this country; 3rd the
exports for the intfrnal consumption by water ; 4th the imports for the internal
consumption by land, as from the Nawab’s country and Behar &c. These Regis-
ters to be added up every day and signed by the Darogah, on failure of which
form for any ome day, unless he can plead sickness or is permitted absence
by the Raja or the Resident, he shall for every such day’s omission be fined at
the rate of 5 Rupees per diem, and if the case appear to require it be also dis-
missed from his Station by the Judge of the Commercial Court, and in cases where
the Darogah is unable from sickness or permitted absence to sign the' sum total
of each day’s receipts as above, the Mushriff is to be careful to sign it daily under
the like penalty for neglect of duty.

Tth. The Darogah is to transmit monthly to the Judge of the Commer-
cial Court his Cash Account in the following form under his own and the other
officers’ signatures.

Cash Account of the custom house of for the month of
Dr, Cr. I -
To Imports for Exportation By Establishment, ... 000° 0 0
a8 per Begister, _ 000 0 0 , Cash remitted, - 900 0 0

» Exports as per Register, €000 0 o0 » Dalunce, if any in, y
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To Imports for Consump- the Treasury, ... 000 é o
tion by water as per
Register, - 000 0 O
Imports for Consumption
by land as per Register, 000 0 0

— e —— e

Tota), ...0000 0 © Total, ... 0000 0 0

Besides the above, the usual ascounts are to be sent to the Raja s often
and in such forms as he may require.

8th. At each of the custom houses and at the stations dependent on
them, a.Rexg-Mﬁr must be kept of all Rowannahs passing their respective stations,
in the same form as.above prescribed for the Rowannahs granted by themselves,
which Registry is to be separately kept in a Book, and for this purpose a mer-
chant passing an authorized station with a Rowannah must exhibit it to the per-
son?c}zarge‘of that Station. Attested copies of these Registers kept at the
subordinate stations, as the same will be authorizod and fixed on in the sequel
of the present Regulations, should be transmitted duily to the superior station
upon which they are dependant, or as frequently as possible according to the
distance, that is, once at least in every week.

9th. £In order to deter merchants in applying for Rowannahs from giving
in the names of goods of u different species from or of an inferior quality to those
which they intend to transport, or from exhibiting spurious and fabricated In-
voices (as hereafter noticed), the collectors of any of the princ‘ul stations, where
such goods pass, are authorized, either on suspicion or information, to order one
bale ¢r package to be opened in the public Cutcherry, and if any such fraud is
discovered, the collector shall forward the whole despatch uader a proper guard of
peons to the Resident as Judge of the Commercial Court, who, on the fact being
proved, shall confiscate the whole without reservg.)

10th.  The rate of duty being as undermentioned now so easy to the mer-

chants in general, and the facility with which a Rowannah may be obtained ‘so
great, no merchant is to attempt to transport his goods by land from countries not
within the Zemindaree of Benares without first taking out a Rogrannah, and all
goods thus found proceeding by land without a Rowannah shall be stopped at the
first subordinate station and carried to thic head custom house on which it de-.
pends, where double duties shall be levied on such goods. And to render the
transportation of goods by land as easy and freo as possible, the Darogahs of the
several stations are directed on the receipt of the written application of the ttans-
porter, or of his authorized agent, to collect the duty and issue the Rowannah ac-
cbrdin'qto the specification in the said written request, which goods dre to be
liable to be compared with the Rowannah at’the several subordinate stations, and
if found nut.oonformhle to the Rowannah and the wntt.em specification delivered
' ‘y the merchAns at the time of his ta.kmg it out, ti% whole of the said despatch
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shall be immediately trausported to the head station, and from thence by the
Daroguh of thut station, with the statement of particulars, to the Commercial
Court of Bengres, where, upon proof of intention of fraud, the whole shall be
confiscated to the use of Government.

Ll] th. That with a view to the udvantage of the merchants and the en-
couragement of the trade, the duties on the 9xpm;ts from the Company’s Pro-
vinces passing through Benares to the westward or Decdan markets, or imported
into the Zemindaree of Renares for ‘its own consmmption, be reduced to 2} per
cent. upon the price or number of Rupees spgeified in the Company’s Rowaunah.

12th. As a further encouragemeut to the merchants it ia hﬁ";l')'j' declared
thut from the establishment of the above mode of granting, the Rowannahs and
keeping the accounts, Registries &ec., the Benares Rowannahs are by the Governor
General iu Council to be declared current in the Company’s dominions of Bengal,
Behar and Orissa, and wvice versd, for the price of the goods e&_por“bed froreach
country, by which the Merchants will experience no delay there in the valuation
of their goods, which will be payable upon the prices inserted in the Benares
Howannah, after which the merchauts beiug furnished with that of the Com-
pauy’s Provinces may transport their guods whereever they p]eane.'

13th. No duties of any kind or denomination are to be collected in any
part of the country execpt at the four principal cnstom houses of Benares,
Ghazeepore, Jounpore and Mirzapore, nor upon any goods produced or manufuc-
tured in one part of this country and sold or consumed in another, but only on
such part thereof as shall be exported ; and if any amount shall thus be collect-
ed by any person whatever, under whatever denomination, a fine shall be levied
by the most effectual means on such person by the Commercial Court at Bena-
res of three times the amount,—&rds of which shall be given to the party com-
plaining of such undue exaction, asan encouragement to persons 8o aggrieved
to prefer their complaints to the Judges of the Court, who will not fail to render

thém specdy justice.

14th.  With a view still further to promote the advantages and ease of the
merchants, the kook of rates is no longer to be invarinbly used, as the rule for
nsocrtainiug the value of the merchandize, on which the duty is from the lst of
April to be till forther orders levied, but the value and the rate of duty is, from
the 1st of April 1788, to be ascertained and levied according to the four rules
pointed out in this Article, viz.

Firstly. On all goods imported under the Company’s Rowannahs fiom the
Provinces of Bengal, Behar and Orissa, intended for exportation to the Dezean or
other western part, or for interior exportation in the Zemindaree of Benares, 2}
per cent. is to be. collacted on the valug of the said goods as qupﬁsd»m e
Company's Rowanneh from fne eastward, i
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Secondly.  On all goods imported as above for exportation into the Na-
wab Vizier's dominions, the former duty of 5 per cent. on the valuation in the
beok of rates is to be, till further orders, collected, with the exogptions already
established in fuvor of raw silk and silk piece goods and cotton piece goods im-
ported from the eastward. The two first of which are to pay duty of 24, ande
the last the duty of & per cent.eom the valuation in the Company’s Rowannah,

" and with the further exceptions established by the Hon'ble Board's order of the
8th of April in-the year 1782, whereby the duties on the articles of saffron,
cinnamon, mace, cloves, ‘nutmegs, cochineul, Europe iron, steel arf'd copper im-
ported into this country from Bengel were reduced to 2} per cent.

Un % imports from the Deccan and other western markets for the internal
consumption of theZemindaree of Benares, 2} per cent. upon the value.

Thirdly. On the imports from all countries, exclusive of those under the
CoPny’s Rowaunahs in Bengal, Behar aud Orissa, according to the value and
rates hitherto established, excepting only the article of shawl goods, the duty on
which ig to be collected as already established at the rate of 24 per cent. ou the
Beejuk or invoice of the importer: but in future that original Beejuk is to be
produced to the Custom master and to have the Raja’s Permit seal affixed to it,
and, a copy of 1t being retained, it is then £o be returned to the owner with
the Rowannah made out in conformity thereto.

Fourthly and last/y.— On all goods produced or manufactured for ex-
portation in t:he Province of Benares, & per cent. on the va.h?(k by the invoice of
the goods, which every persou applying for a Rowannah is to exhibit, at the same
t:me with his written request for the same, as already dlrected 1n the 2nd article,
Upon the value expressed in the Beejuk or iuvoice, the duty is to be levied, and
the Darogah is, after affixing the Ruja's Permit seal on the said invoice and
keeping a copy theveof, to return it to the owngr of the guods together with the
Rowannah.

(_1 5th. Besides the duties a3 above described which are to be collected
upon imports and exports ds mentioned in the last article, no duty, Custom toll,
or fee whatever, is to be collected from the 1st day of April 1758, upon transpor-
tatious or gale of auy article of trads or merchandize, or upon the sales or cone
sumption thereof in any Gunge, Bazar, Haut, Pait or village, town or place,
whatever, on pain that the parties (whether Custom house officer or contractor
for the land rental, or Zemindar, or other landholder whatsoever) who levy or
take such duty, custom, toll or fee on such transportation, or on the sale or®con-
sumptfon of such goods, shall be fined as specified in the 13th article, and shall,
for thig purpose be liable to be complained of, not only to the Resident as Judge
of the Commercial Court bereinafter instituted, but to the Judges of any of

.t@om].(}qmpsny’n Courts of Benares, Ghazegpoor, Jounpoeor or Mimmapoor,
in the: mmhruﬂar mentioned, whese; that is, either hefore the Residept
F
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or before the other Courts above noticed, the most speedy and effectual justice’
and redress shall be administered in the manner and to the amount specified i
Commercial regulations for the Court of Justice. From the above oxsmption from
duties, the article of Abkaree or spirituous liquors iz alone excepted, which is
‘every year farmed out in the places where the farm thereof now exists, and the
rent thereof (according to what the farm is jastly and properly capable of
vielding) to be paid by instalments to such Sudder Custon honses or to the col-
lectora of land revenue in such Mehals where such farms now exist.

16¢h. That as from the institution of the present system, there will
be no plea or occasion for keeping up a separate Custom house for the Sennassees,
Irakees and those of Lahore and Punjab &c. at Benares, that department be
abolished and the expenses thereof saved to the Rajn. Aud as the present
Darogah of Jounpore declares himself incapable from his ‘gnorance of Pérsian to
discharge the duties of that department ss prescribed by the present regulations,
the Raja is desired to appoiut to the said office Mootyram, whe was Darcffin' or
collector of the Sennassees’ Custom house now to be abolished, and who, from dili-
gence and regularity in his late station, is a fit object of the attention of Govern-

ment.

17th. That the former establishment for the department of the Customs
be abolished and the following reduced one be m force from the Ist of April
ensuing.

18th. Tkat the several collectors of the Government (lustoms and oth-
cers, considering tﬁia.t it is their immediate and indispensable duty to take care
of the general interest and rights of Government, be equally cureful within
their respective bdundaries to prevent goods being smuggled thirough them
from of to any of the other divisions, as if the gouds were proceeding to or had
been despatched from their own Sudder Chowkey, und that as a further enconr-
agement to them and the seveml Officers subordinate to them, it is declared
that $ths of all goods, which shall' be seized by them in the attempt tc be
smuggled, shall, after condemnation in the Commercial Adawlut atBenares, be-
long to seizers in the proportion of one half to the Darogub aud officers at the
Sudder station, and one hulf to the officers of the Mui'ussll Chowkey, should the
seizure be made &t one of them, and if made ut tha Sudder or Head Station of
-vhe Custom house, then all the §ths shall be divided between the Darogah and
his principal Officers, and the one among them  who shall have been the immedi-
ate or principal means of making the eizuze, in such proportious as the Resident
ghall(, as Judge of the Commercial Adawlut, according tv the circumstances of

each case, award.

19th. Tho Dardgah of each station is to be held auswerable Hr the
.conduct of officers under him both at the Sudder and in the Mofussil, and is to
take Muchulkas and sarcty for his own indemnificution for tue gpogyoonduet pf
"the Sudder and Mofussil offcers, all of whom, except the Muskriff and Tebseel
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‘dar, he may remove at his pleasure, only informing the Resident and the Raja
with his reasons for so doing. The Mushriff and Tehveeldar are to be separately
answerable for their own conduct as hereafter mentioned.

20tk.  If any fee or consideration whatever shall be taken by the Darogahe
or his officers, Sudder or Mofussil, from any merchant or trader or any person
or persons whomspever, such Darogah shall, on complaint and proof in the
Court, be fined 4n the said Courl to the amount of three times the sum thus
taken either by himself ov his officers, besides being further liable'to dismissal
in the discretion of the Court, which may also order such of the inferior officers
to be dia;y_i_ssed as on such oceasion may be found to bave offended, and this res-
ponsibility of* the Darogah is to extend as abovementioned to all the officers un-
der him excepting the Mushriff and Tehveeldar, who are in like manner to be
answerable for their own conduct, and to be subject to the same penalty of fine
and dismissal as the Commercial Court may award.

21st. The Daroguhs of each station are to transmit to the Commercial
Couxrt, a list of officers and servants employed by them according to the preceeding
establishments for each division, and to send with their respective monthly ac-
counts the Receipts of the said Officers as Vouchers of their monthly wages.

22nd. The Daroghas of each station are to be careful to abolish and re-
call immediately the Officers of all Chowkees except those that remain authoriz-
ed, and not to allow of any other Rahdary or Gunge stations in the country
besides their own authorized ones, without informing the #esident, who will
take immediate measures for tho aholition and punishment¥of the officers of
such unauthorized stations, whether kept up by Zemindars, Amils or others, or
falsety pretending to act under the authority of the rggular Custom house
stations.

The Resident next procecdel to that part of the orders of Govern-
ment of the*26th of December last, which directed the establishment of a
Commercial Court of Justice, and the following Regulations were made

for it.

1st. - That a Court of Justice for taking cognisance of all CommerciaL
matters be instituted from the 1st of April, to hear and decide on all complaints
against infractions of the existing Regulations for the Department of the Cus-
toms, or for ueglecé of duty, or misconduct on tho part of the Custom bouse
officers, and ull complaints of the collections of Rahdary, Gunge or other prehib-
ited dufies, and to enforce the goueral prohibitions and penalties against such
infractigns, as contained in the general orders issued and published by the Re-
gident from the 1st. of September last to tHe present tims, including such part
Qfethe ragulgtions for the Custora house of November 1784, a8 have not been

alterad or sbrogited by these orders.
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2nd. That the meat of the Commeroial Court be at Bemtres or where-
goaver the Resident shall be at the timwe within the Zeminduree.

~ 8rd, That the holding of this Court be not limited to fixed days, but
¢hat the Resident be every day and st all times ready to receive complaints of
infractions of the Custom house regulations, er of any or all of the erders issu-
ed since Suptember last, in explanation or emforcement thereaf, or against *the
exaction of the Rahdary o Gunge duties contrary to the Orderswf this date.

4th. That ¢he proceedings of this Court be kept separately in the En-
glish and Persian languages, and tramsmitted monthly in English te the Gover-
nor General in Couneil.

; 5th. That upon complaint preferred in writing by any merchant or
other person of any infraction of the regulations aforesaid, or of the collection of,
or attempt to exact, any Rahdury or Gunge duty by any collector or Zeggi-ar
or farmer, or of the neglect of duty or pesitive miseonduct by any 61 the Custom
masters or their deputies, the Resident do, in his capacity of Judge of the Com-
mercial Court, isswe a Summons for -the party complained against to attend
within & given and that as short & time ag possible, which SBummous is to be serv-
ed by the peous of the Nazir of the Court, end that on the defendaut being thus
brought before it, he is immediately, or in one duy after his arrival, to put in his
answer, whereupen the Resideut is to deeide on the merits of the cuse according
to the proof and his sense of the merits, in a8 sunmary and speedy o manver g
shall be consistent,with substantinl justice, the nature of the business that will
cowe before thisCourt, not admitting of tedious process or delay ; and in case
of his finding the defendant er defendumts guilty of any infraction of the regu-
lations, he is in his decision, copy of which is to be offered to each of the purties,
to quote the express article of the Regulations, whieh has been disobeyed, and
therenpon to proceed to levy the penalty therein announced against such infrac-
tion, which the Resident, as J udge of the said Court, is hereby authorized to levy
by the usual mode of coercion, that is, either by placiug peons gver the party
cut, and causing him to pay the daily expeuse of them, or by aetual imprison-
ment in the Resident's Guard house, as the Judge may see meect.

@th. Thit besides such penalties to be levied as aforesuid, if the com-
"plaint be against any of the officers of the Custows, they shall, besides having
the prescribed penalty levied ou them in common with other persons found guil-
ty of infraction of the published - ltegulations as aforesaid, be liable to be dis-
misged from their offices, if the Resident as Judge of the said Court shull deem
the case to require it,.in which be is to signify such dismissal and the cause there-
of in Purwaunah to the Raja under the Seal of the Court, whereupon_the Raja
is immediately to obey such requisition, and to appoint another person in such
digmissed officer’s stéad.

Tth, That the socoutts of the Custoris snd every thing telating” ¥iers:
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to, or to the prohibited Rahdary duties, be recorded in the separate proseedings
of the Resident as Judge of the. Commercial Court, and that the record of these
proceedings be begun by a transeript into one of the Regulatioas for that De-
pertment (including Mr. Barlew's Report and Appendix) from the yeu' 1784 to -
the present day.

8th. That the Resident be, as Judge of the Commercial Court, empower-
ed to make such further Regulations and to enact such other penslties for dis-
obedience to the rules of ‘this Department as experience may poinf out and ren-
der requisite, and that such further Regulgtions aund penalties be in force and
bindingwon the parties and the Court affected thereby in 15 days from the date
of their publication.

9th, 'That in cases falling under the cognizance of this Commercial
Court to which none of the existing Rules may be fully applicable, the Judge there-
omthonged Lo pass such orders thereon as may be counsistent with eqmt.jr
and substantial justice.

10¢th. That as the penalties agninst the collection of prohibited duties
either in the Custom: house department or in that of the Rahdary and Gunge
dutier, heretofore collected by the Amils and Zétindars, are by the existing Regu.
lations fixed at three times the amount of such exaction, two thirds of these
penalties, when levied, be invariably paid to the complainants by way of indem-
nification to them for the undue exaction and for their loss of time, and that the
other one third be appropriated towards the necessary expenses of the Court,
and monthly paid by the Resident intn the Company’s Treasuly and set against
the charges of its establishment which is to be as follows :—

11¢» Establishment for the Commercial Court.

1—Native Serishtadar, ... v Ra. 50
1—Mohurir, P i 5 20 0 o0
1—Nazir and 10 Peons and Stationery, ... » 80 ¢

Total Rugees, 120 0 O

T2tk That for the more effectual execution of the- directions of the
Governor General in Conncil for the abolition of all the inland duties, whether
of Rahdary or Gunge description, it be left to the persons on:whom such duty or
duties shall be levied, or be attempted to be levied, either  to complain tifereof
in the st instance to the Resident at Benares iu his capacity of Judge of the,
Commgréial Court, or if they find it, from: situation or otherwise, mdre conve-
vient to lodge their complaint in the lst instance before .the Judges either of

JHevaren, Gyasespoor, Jounpaor or Mirsapoor, whergupan sach Judges vaspectively
me.mdhdm peoceeding op sy otller canss; bestow their nttm
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tion on such oomplaint, and shall, within tbe same day on which it shall be pre-
sented, proceed thereon so far as to issue a summons for the attendance of the
party complained against, if situated within the Sircar where their Courts are
regpeotively held and established, and shall enforoe without delay such defen-
&ant’s attendunce, or thut of his Vakeel properly authorized to answer for him,
whether such defendant belong to the departnfent of the Customs or to that
of the land revenue, and shall on their attendance hear the proofs of the plain-
tiff, and in all cases where the complainant’s allegations shall be established, either
of any sum having been actually exacted, or taken, or atte'mpted to be exacted

' or taken from him, her, or them, the Judges of the said Courts shall invariably
and without delay pass a decree against such defendant, imposing on b a fine
of three times the amount of whatever sum ey be proved to have been thus
exacted or taken, which sum is to be divided in the proportion of %rd to
the Coumplainant and rd to Government, as noticed in the 10th Ariicle. Or if
no sach shall have been exacted, but only an attempt made towardg.-.ut,
then a fine shall be awardeqd against the defendant to such amount as the
Judges should respectively deem fully equivalent to the loss whicl. may have been
ooceagioned to the plaintiff by his detention and the vexation unduly suffered by
him, the amount of which fine, being forthwith levied, shall be wholly paid by
order of Court to the Pladatiff for his complete indemnification.

13th. That were the fine imposed by the Provincial Adawlut men-
tioned in the last Article, for any breach of the prohibitions against Rahdary or
Gunge duties shall t:.ke place, ‘the defendant or party sentenved to fine, may,
if dissatistied with the decision, Appeal to the Resident in the Commercial Court,
und not m the Sudder Adawlut, on the sole condition of eutering iuto an en-
gagement before the Judge of the Provincial Adawlut to pay a penalty of, one
fourth inore than the original fine, in case, the award of the Provincial Court
shall be confirmed by the Resident at Benares, immediately on such Muchalkas
being entered in, the Mofussil Judges are respectively to make out an attested
copy of the proceedings in the proceedings in the cause, and to transmnit the same
with the parties, under charge of a Court peon to the Resident, that as little
delay as poksible may intervene in the determination of the Appeal, }

14th. Th. Judges of the several towns of Benares, Jouupoor Ghazee-
upore and Mirzapore are to keep separate proceedings on all complaints of this
nature preferrad to them, and are to trunsmit attested copies of the same to the
Resident monthly as Judge of the Commereial Court.

On the 27th May 1788, the Resident reported to Government that
from many cases that had come before him as ‘J udge

en he Go-
veﬂ?:“u“ﬁﬁl :ntocgonnml, of the Commarcla.l Court, since the 1st of. Aprid
. dated 27t May 1788. last, it was found highly essential both for the con-
"yenience of the owners of bents and goods coming from Bea.g'aib tod- Behoso
ifito the Benares Zemindaree, that ‘they - would be furnished with Conpa-
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pany’s Rowannahs, whether the articles imported were liable to daties or
not ; a8 the many instances on which the Resident was obliged to enter,
from such boats arriving without Rowannahs, had hitherto t#ken up a full
moiety of the time hitherto deemed necessary to bestow on this Depart-
ment. Jt was noted that the Regulations now in force were as far as re-
garded imports from Bengal and Behar founded on this principle, that
whatever had paid duty to the Company in those Provinces would pay the
same here, and, on the contrary, that the goods which passed free there,
would have here a similar exemption. That many boats arrived, the con-
ductorg of which denied having taken out any Rowannah at the Company’s
Custom house, which left the Native Collectors in this Zemindaree entirely
at & loss how to aaf, and was and must form the occasion of continual con-
tention, especially in the case of Europeans, who were apt to conceive them-
s.‘e‘l%as;aggrieved at the slightest hindrance, as being rathera new thing
to them inethis part of the country. The Resident believed that it is or-
dered by the Company’s Custoin house Regulations, that no boats with
goods, whether liable to duties or otherwise, should pass out of the Pro-
vince without 2 Rowannah, yet that many did, or pretended here to have
done so, was what he had daily experience of. It was requested therefore,
that if the Regulation in question existed, it might be fully enforced, or
if it did not exist, the strong expediency of establishing it immediately, as
well as of causing public notice to be issued that it would be duly enforced,
was suggested. By this a great deal of trouble woul be saved in this
country, both to the parties and the Custom house officels, and enable the
Resident to devote his time to more useful purposes.

On the 11th June 1788, the following Re-
From Secretary to Gov- . ¥ ’
ernment, to the Resident, Solutions passed bygthe Governor General in Coun-
dnied Ve June 3758, cil upon Resident’s letter of the 29th March last,
were transmitted for guidance :—

That as prohibiting merchandize to enter the Province of Benares with-
out a Rowanuah being previonsly taken out for the same’may possibly be
productive of inconvenience to such merchants, as may not huve in their powde~
to procure Rowannabs before their entry into the country, by impeding the pro-
gress of their goods and obliging them to leave their property in the power of
turbulerit Zemindars, who inhabit the western and southern frontier, that the

first part of this Article® down to the words “on

0 s h i | *
inutfﬁ::l;uiil ;lheng‘tﬁ;‘l which it de.pends’ be ernsed, and the follompg amend+
ment substituted :—

. Thé@yteof duty beidg now so easy to the agerchaﬂtn in general, aid the
&eimy’ﬁth wm & Rowannah may be obtained so0 great, any goods imported
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from foreign countries by land or water approaching an authorized Station or
Chowkey without a Rowannah, shall be stopped and carried to the head Custom
house on whick it depends &¢. &u,

That it appeariug to the Board that the continuing the duty at the for-
mer rate of 5 per cent. on any of the exports from the Company's Provinces
whether to the Vizier's dominions or any other country, operates as a burthen to
their own trade, and that the abolition of it would confer no benefit on the
Vizier, the withholding of which might be a good policy in order to accelerate the
conclusion of the Commercial Treaty—Resolved that all merchandize whatevet,
exported from the Company’s Provinces by the way of Benares to the-Vizier's
dominions, the Deccan or other foreign country, he immediately reduced to 24
per cent. on the Company’s Rowannah price, and that the Resident be directed to
make the necessary alterations in this article accordiugly. .

Resolved likewise that the Residect be acquninted that the Beard approve
of his having deferred making any elteration in the duties on the geods imported
into Benares from the Vizier's or any other foreige country, the Company's Pro-
vinces excepted, whether for the consumption of Renares or the Company's Pro-
vinces, till the Commercial Treaty between the Vizier's and the Cumpany sball
be concluded. This resolution not to affect the reduction of the duties on Shawl
goods imported into Benares as specified” in the article, and which has received
the sanction of the Board,

That with yespect to cotton and other goods imported from Behar, either
by land or by water, he will collect double duties on those not covered witn a
Benares Rowannail, as directed in the article. But that if the merchant gives
in the price of his goods at any of the custom houses in Benares, and takes out
a Rowannah for importing them into the country, he ts not to be subject to
double duties for not having takén out a Rowannah in the Company’s Provinces,
the authority of the Raja extending no further than to collect his own dues.

That they approve of the abolition of the taxes on tradea in the citty of
Benares, and authorize him to continue the duty on spirituous liquors through-
eut the country fur the reasons assigned in his lstter.

That with respect to the deductions which the Raja appears to expect
in consequence of the abolition of the inland duties, the Board observe thai the
greatest part of them were unauthorized, having been formally abolished by the
Regilation of 1781 and 1784, and consequently that so far from thinking the

_Reja entitled to a deduction, they cannot but deem his conduct highly repre-
hensible in continuing these exactions in opposition to the repeated injunctions
of Government for their abolition, That if he has any knowledge of the real
interests of the country and .people under his suthority, -and is anaious to pro
mote them, the Board are Convinoed that upon further consideration b will be
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mensible of the advantages they must derive from the present arrangements,
and that incited further by his attachment to the British Governmernt, he will
co-operate heartily with them and the Vizier 1u carrying into exesution the mea-
sures that have beon concerted for the establishment of a flourishing inland
Conrmerce. 'That the Board however defer the discussion and finel decision of
this question to n future period'

That the Board sltpprove of the cetablishments fixed for the different Cus-
tom houses &c. aud confirm the remaining Articles of the Regulations, and di-
rect that no alterations be made in the same without their approbation,

Resolved also that the Regulations and establishments for the Commer-
cial Courts be confirmed, and that no alteration be made in the same without
the express orders of the Governor General in Council, and that the Resident
be direoted to transmit monthly to the Board, a copy of his Proceedings in his
ca.pacﬁy of sJudge of the Commercial Court, together with abstracts of the Pro
ceedings of the Courts of Mirzapore, Ghazeepore and Jounpore.

Resolved likewise that the Resident be acquainted that such other ar-
rangements in the District of Denares, as dgpend apon the conclusion of the
Commercial Treaty with the Vizier, will be communicated to hini when that
event takes place.

On a representation from the Raja’s Custom M.mter at Ghazeepore,
Resident’s Proceedings,  that the goods imported under t]}e Company’s Ro-
dated 6th June 1788. wannahs into the Benares Zemindaree were gener-
ally, found, on search being made at his station, to exceed in weight as
well as number the specification thereof contained in such Rowannahs, the
Resident reported to Government on the 6th June 1788, that the regula-
tiond of the 29th of March were not explicit ¢h this point. The 4th and.10th
articles haviag only provided for the confiscation of goods found to exceed
Rowanahs granted within this Zemindaree, and that pending the receipt of
further instructions from Government on the subject, it had been ordered
to collect double duties on all such surplus goods_imported in this manner
from Bengal and Behar, and to grani a Rowannah for the whole.

It was remarked that were this country and Bengal and Behar con-
sidered entirely as forming oae whole, in the same manner as the two last
mentioned Provinces, there was no reason why such excess of the merehan-

imported from them into this Zemindaree should not occasion the
cation of the whole, on the same principle that a surplus on* a Bena-
res Rowannah did within this Zemindarée, and in Bengal and Behar with-
Jia those &‘otmcai. Such a regulation would, also tend very strongly to
thendqnnhge of the Hon'ble Gompnyl cuﬁms in the two Provinces
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of Bengal and Behar; since the merchants knowing themselves liable to
detention here for the frauds committed in Bengal and Behar, and wvice
versd, would be deterred from risking by the heaviness of the penalty.
That in fact the imposition uf double daties which has been adopted would
of itself contribute to the same end ; but whether this degree of penalty
should be carried to confiscation was for Government to determine.

It was further observed that there was considerable difference be-
tween the maund weights of Bengal and this country. It was therefore
thought as consistent with the first orders issued on the subject by the
Governor General in Council, that for the greater ease of the mérchants,
the duties bere on importations from Bengal and Behar should be collect-
ed according to the standard maund of the place where the boal’s Reo-
wanpah should have been taken out, without regard to the local difference
of weight in this Zemindaree. This rule must of course be rgciprﬁ?m
respect to goods passing to Behar and Bengal through this Zemindaree
and under Benares Rowannahs, according to which instructions bad been
sent to the Custom master at Patna.

With refcrence to Resident’s letter of the 27th ultimo, Government
intimated that by the standing orders for the col-
From Secy. to the Govt., i : i
{v the Resident, dated 11th  lection of the customs in the Company’s Previnces,
L g all boats loaded with goods or merchandize ap-
proaching an augl;orized station without a Rowannah were subject to dou-
ble duties, which were regularly levied upon all persous not conforming to
this Regulation. = That in cases where boats might have eluded the yigi-
lance of the officers of the Customs in the Company’s Provinces and en-
tered the confines of Benares, the proprietor of suoh boat, before its ap-
proach to an authorized statioh, would apply to the officers of the Raja for
a Rowaunnah, the duty on such goods must be levied in the same manner
as if they had been the produce of Benares ; but if after avoiding the pay-
ment of the duties in the Company’s Provinces, the persou in charge of the
boat should neglect to take out a Rowannah before he approached an au-
Ahorized station in the district of Benares, the officers of the Raja should
levy double duty upon the value of the merchandize in conformity to the
10th Article of the Commercial Regulations, as it stood amended in reply
to the Resident’s letter of the 29th March.

Notification of the above orders with the amendments was issved
to the Raja and the several Custom masters of
Benares with an intimation that the above amend-
; ments of the Regulations did not affect those es.
tablished at Mirzapore in- the beginning of April when the’ Resident was

Resident's Proceedings,
dated 4th July 1788, )
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at that place, in answer to the petitions of the Deccan merchants; the
rules there - laid down for the said Deccan or western commerce by land
having been approved by Government under date the 11th of June last.

A copy of the above Regulations was also sent to the Custom Mas®
ter at Patna, together.with ¢dpy of Government orders of the 11th June,
as well as of Resident’s address of the 27th May, to which it was a reply,
with a view that all persons before they passed Patua might.be apprized
of the purport thereof, for notwithstanding all his vigilance, boats not un-
frequently come up here without Rowannahs of any kind, in cousequence
of which they were subject to donble dnties. It was suggested therefore
that all boats (excenting perhaps Budgerows) leaving Patna for this coun-
try shotild have Rowannabs, whicl were the only effectual guides for the
native Custom Masters in this Zemindaree, and that if such boats did not
c:.i’?fgoodﬁ liable to duties, the Rowannabs were to express this and they
would pass equally free in these districts.

A copy of the Notification issued by the Resideut on the receipt of
orders of Government dated 11th ultimo, relative
Resident tu the Governor . )

General in Council, dated to the amendments made to the regulations for the
4th July 1788. Customs in this Zemindaree under date the 29th
of March last, was submitted to Government, and it was stated that in the
terms of this Notification the Resident had availed hinggelf in some mea-

sure of the contents of the extraordinary Gazette of the 27th ultimo.

In reply Government did not think proper to adopt for the present,
Resident's Procesdings, the Resident’s proposal for confiscating goods im-
dated 11th July 1788. ported from the Company’s Provinees, which would
appear to have exceeded the quantity specified in the Company’s Rawan-
nah. It was directed that such goods ouly would be liable to confiscation,
or o double duties in Benares, as might be stopped in the attempt of pass-
ing an authorized station in that district without a Rowaunnah, or which
upon examination would nos be found to correspond witlj the Rowanunah
tuken out.

Covernment approve.l of the proposal for collecting the duties ac-
cording to the standard maund of the place from which the Rowannah for
the goo;is mig'ht have been taken ont, without regard to any local diffgrence

f weight, and iutimated that the necessary publication had been issued
chordingly.

The Custom mas‘er af Mirmpo're having represented that he un-
* PRosident’® JProceedings, derstn i that the Canmerdlal Treaty had now
dated 213t Nowr. 1788, taken effect from-the institution of a regula.r Cus-
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tom house established at Allshabad, and that now he proposed, as recom-
mended to him by the Resident, to station an officer and two peons on the
frontier, merel for procuring sud sending invelligence, and means to fix
the station at Putwareepore in the Pergunnah of Bhudohee at a distance of
1} coss fromn Luchnguir, which was immediately situated upon and connect-
ed with three frontiers viz. the Compacy’s, the Nawab Vizier's and third-
ly that of Taureh belonging to Raja Oodwunt Sing. '

The Resident approved of the design entertained by the Custom
master, and desired him to station the Mootsuddee anc two peons at Put-
wareepore as proposed by him, for the purpose of procuring and sending
intelligence only, with instructions 1st, to pievent any molestation what-
soever from being given to boats within Hon'ble Company’s limits, and
that if they knew of any such molestation or undue demand of customs or
tolls of whatever kind having been made upon boats, either by the pﬁ'ﬁ;le
within the Nawab Vizier's frontiers (particularly at Luchuguir) orin Oeod-
wunt Sing’s country, they were directed to send advice thereof through the
Custom master at Mirzapore, specifying the names of the owners of the
boats and of the people whe would have thus molested them.

An extract from the above proccedings was transmitted to the Re-
sident at Lucknow, with an intimation that it was boped His Excellency
the Vizier would approve of the instructions issued to the officers of the
frontier station at.Putwareepore, as of late some insults and stoppages had
been committed towards boats at that part of the frontier in the vie inity
of Luchnguir in the Nawab Viziers dominions, without it being absolute-
ly certain whether the Company’s subjects or those of His Excellency
(though it was firmly believed to be the latter) were the aggressors.

L

These further steps, adopted for the security of the trade passing
through this Province, were likewise reported to the Governor General in
Council with a hope that they wounld meet with His Lordship’s approval.

In reply Government approved of an officer and peons being sta-
tioned at Putwareepore in the Pergunnab of Bhudohee by the Custom
master of Mirzapore.

On the 8th December 1788 it was directed by Government that the
.penalties, specified in the 11th Article of the Commercial Treaty with the
Vizier, were to be levied on the persons therein described, in cases only:
where the goods on which unauthorized duties might have been collected
by them, were imporfed from the domimions and under the Rowannahs ¢
His Exoellency the Vizier, and that in all other instances of undue exnc-
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tions of duties, the party offending was to be punished by the imposition
of the fine of three times the amount so taken, as prescribed by the Regu-
lations issued by the Resident on the 18th of March last.

1t was reported to Government on the 21st May 1789 that owing tb
the irregularity in the Custot house regulations of the Nawab Vizier's do-
minions, there was mych inconvenience felt by the merchants and loss to
Government customs, owing to the difficulty and delay in procyring Rowan-
nahs for the goods imported from the Nawab Vizier's dominions from the
Custom houses of that country. The Resident had therefore at the sugges-
tion of the Resident at Lucknow, joined to the remonstrances of the Custom
Masters of the Benares distritt and the complaints of the native traders,
reverted to‘the rule already established, whereby rates of duty were to be
taken on goods imported without Rowannahs from the country of Oude
an¥ ~ats dgpendencies, equal to double of those charged on such goods as
were brought from the same country under Rowannahs according to the
commercial treaty. That this rule would be adhered to as it had already
obtained the sanction of Government, and that it had been deviated from
for a short time, with a view to iuduce great regularity and strict confor-
mity to the treaty, which was however found impossible to enforce.

The Resident’s proceedings, in reverting to and re-establishing the
former order relative to the rates of duty to be taken pun goods imported
without Rowanuabs from the country of Oude and its depsndencies, were en-
tirely approved of by Governmeunt on the 29th May 1789.

On the 2nd October 1789 it was reported to Government that the
receipts from the cusfoms had not increased in the proportion that was ex-
pected, and that only Rs. 8703-5-6 had beeh collected in excess of last year,
being Rs. 16206-10-6 less than what was estimnated for the Fuslee year
1196, thaf the causes of the receipts not having proved equal to the ex-
pectations, were the Leavy rains wlich interrupted the traffic by land in a
great degree, the abolition of the duties on cattle imported anunally into
this Zemindaree for the purposes of cuitivation, which had lesaen.ed the re-
sources by 6000 Rupees, the cheapness of sugar in Bengal which had caused
a diminution in the exportation, and the lowness in the duties on cotton
which had taken place since the Commercial Treaty with the Vizier. Tt was
observed that there remained no ground to doubt lest the realized &ollec-
'tiond' should have fallen shart of the estitnate from any causes that Govern-
ment, had reason to regret, as indeed the very contrary seemed highly pro-
bable, considering the many and material curtailments that had within
dlrese twe years taken place m the rates ofsthe ddties and the number
of artigles of ‘which they consisted, which tad beeh altogether abolished,
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the collections not having at all exceeded those of last year, the excess be-
ing only in the net and pot gross amount, tended certainly to evince the
flourishing state of the general commerce of the country, which all the ar-
ticles given up had an evident tendency still further to promoteé and in-

crease,

The charge of the Custom house establishment had somewhat ex-
ceeded the sum fixed for it, which however would be justified as there had
been effected an annual saving in the Establishment of this Department
to the amount of upwards of Rs. 20,000.

In other respects the department of Customs was reported to be in
a generally prosperous state, and the country was and would, it was trusted,
continue to become annually more resorted to by merchants of all® deno-
minations,

It was stated that 5 per cent. was fixed for duty on goods, imported
from the Vizier's country into the Zemindaree of Benares, on the valuation
of the Nawab Vizier's Rowannah, and where unaccompaincd by Rowannahs,
by the valuation in the book of rates.

It was further observed that, in consequence of last year's drought
and rising dearth, the duties on all grain imported from other countries
had been taken off, to which might no doubt be in part aseribed a consider-
able diminution ig the general receipts of the customs, for which the Raja

would of course claim some remission.

The Government in reply on the 21st October 1789 considered the
causes assigned for the deficiency in the estimated produce of the customs
fully satisfactory, and approved as proper and necessary the additional
charges of the establishment. They noticed with satisfaction the decrease
of Rs. 20,195-0-6 in the expenditure as compared with 1195, notwithstand-
ing the additional charges.

The rule sspecting the levy of duties on goods imported from the
Wizier's territories, as adopted by thé Resident, was approved.

The Resident, vnder the impression that the state and regularity
of the collcction of Customs dependent on the Benares Zemindaree must
interest Governwent, not only as a considerable object of Revenue, but
as having nccessarily a material influence on the Commercial conneetion
between the Provinces of Bengal and Behar and the other parts of India,%-
submitted to the Governor General in Council on the 21st March 1790,
an extract from his proceedings us a sequel to the general notige of thg,
subject, contained in his address of the 2nd October 1789,





