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INDIA: 
HER PRESENT AND HER F UTURE. 

Mr. Chairman, Brother Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen , 

J frankly confess my utter inability to express to you hOW 
deeply gratehli J feel fo r the great honour you have done 
me In electing me to preside over the deliberations of this 
Congr~s. T o me it is not a matter of rustem or convention, 
for the Congress and the Ideals it represents hold me hy 
the roots and have penetrated into the innermost recesses ("o f 

my <;oul. To us, Indians, no higher r('ward IS concei\'at-]<: 
than to be called upon by the free cholet" of QU T countr.vmcn 
to preside over what may be justly regarded ¥ the assemhly 
of the Nation ; but I am not vaU! enough to take It as ~ 

persona l tribute. 

THE PRESENT SITUATION. 

We mcct on IhlS occasion under very g rave difficult ie~ . 

We are In the midst of a great and devastating war, com
parable on ly to the fearful cataclysm~ of nature; we an' 
Involved in a struggle for life and death, and, what is mon', 
between the elemental paSSIOns and the higher ideals of 
humanity. The mind IS absorbed in the great is~ues now 
hanging In the battlefields of Eurol¥', where our brethren, 
Bntish and Indian, are mingling their blood in the cause 01 
hont'ur, liberty, and jllstic:e. This is not the time to de .. 1 
with matters .upon whIch we may differ: all c:ontroversir.; 
lIlust be laid to rest in the presence of the great and awe
inspiring drama of. human history now being enacted before 
('I ur .:oyes, and we must present to the world the spectacl~ 
o f a united Empire, animated by the sole desire to bra\'ely 
combat the d angers with which we are threatened, and to 
~ that not only civilisalion but the very 50ul of human j,! ' 
may not lapse into ch.aos and be utterly lost. We hesitatt'd, 
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therdore, for a long time over the holding of this session 
of the Congress, and, though I accept the ultimate decision 
not to have a bruk in the continuity of the Congress. J 
confess I find my course very difficult. 

CONGRj,;SS: HIS MAJESTY'S OPPOSITION. 

For one of the principal functions of the (angres'> is tc> 

discharge the duties of his Majesty's OppositIOn, with thi~ 
Important dLfference, that we have at all t imes bc:f:11 ready 
to recognise and appreciate the good work done by our 
Government, which his Majesty's Opposition in England 1 ~ 

not always willing to do . It is this function, though ex"r· 
cised with great restraint, that has somchnl,"'" caused irntahl'n 
to Anglo-Indian administrators, impatient of criticism anri 
taught to look upon their system of guv~rllment as the bo>M 

that human forethought could deVise. T hing'l., howev~r, 

have vastly improvt'd since thc Cong:resq began in 1885: a 
growing SC'nse of responslbihty on our side and a growing 
deference to popular opinion nn the other, have characterilitri 
our mutual relations for !>Orne hOle past; and we, upon whos .. 
devot t d heads Lord Dufferin opened the vials of hiS wrath, 
havt had the high honour of being received by the reprl'
sentative of the Crown in this country and by his Majesty's 
Srcretary of Statr in England. At thr present moment and 
In the present crisis, thiS function of the Congress mu~t 

necessarily remain In abeyance. We have our quarrels. O"J r 

differences, our grievancl:s, hut these rl Olnt'st!(" matters, how. 
ever important they may be, must wait; and Wi' may for th~ 
present turn to the other aspect of the Congress. namely, as 
the voice of U nited India, which recognises no distinction 
(Of crffd, caste, or colour-as the embodied expression o f 
national sentiment. national hopes. and nahonal aspi rat ions, 
and as the great Instrument of national education . 

OUR FIRST DUTY. 

But our first dut y to.day must be to express what is upper
most in the minds of us all -to convey through our 
Viceroy to our Gracious SO\'ereign the whole-hearted 
lnyalty and devotion of his Majesty's Indian subjects to th .. 
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Th,:~ and the Empire, In this respect, as ii is rapidly .I:te. 
coming in many other respects, the MussulmaD and the J:liiKlb 
in India are one: and the reason is obvious. ' 

BRITISH RULE No CFlALLENGE TO TH£ PEOPLE. 

British rule in India has not come as a challenge to the 
Indian people. The nut and g reatest step in the acquisiti .... n 
o( sovereignty was taken at the invitation of the people 
themselves, harassed under the enfeebled grasp of a decadent 
administration. There have been wars smtt, but between 
brave men who 'have fought couragwusly and have accept~d 
the issue as between honourable combatants. our Princes be· 
coming the friends and ailies ~f his Britannic Majesty under 
solemn treaties, and our peop le equal sklbjed.s of his Majesty 
under charters and statutes equally solemn: and this mutual 
relationship and understanding, worthy of those whu had 
the boldness to conceive and found the Empire, though som-;,,~ 

times apt to be forgotten under the passion of domipion or 
the prejudice of colour to the infinite det riment of both sideJ. 
has bt<en on the whote the guiding principle of British rul~ 
in India, well recogmsed by British statesmen and well 
understood by the princes and people of India. It is thi" 
which has reconciled the Government of England to tn ! 
martial spirit of IndIa, to her ancient civilisation and h~r 
pridt: of race. 

I NDIA'S NEW HOROSCOPE. 

India has recognised that, at this supreme crisis in th~ 

lifo:- of the Empire. she should take a part worthy of herself 
and of the Empire in which she has ~ mean place. She IS 
now. unrolting her horoscope, wntten in the blood of hf'r 
50ns, in the presence of the assembled nations of the Empire 
and .claiming the fulfilment of her destiny. 

OUR VICEROY AND SECRETARY OF STATE: TRUE SERVANTS Of 

INOlA. 

And. brother delegates, if India has been 'doing hf'1 
part .1nd her duty, the pat statesmen who are now serving 
in her cattee have also ,stood by her. faithful ap4 loyal. J 
was in Ene-land when the .fin',meuage or oar ·Viceroy, tm$'! 
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with emotion and solemn as befitting the occasiOD, readv.d 
our King and the British people, conveying to them tne 
whole-hearted d~otion and enthusiastic loyalty and support 
of the Indian princes and the Indian people. I can hardly 
express to you the impression that that message created i its 
dignity and simplicity went straight into e\'ery heart. All 
in a moment, England realised the unity and solidarity of 
t he Empire, and the great part India had played and was 
determined to play. Those great principles of equality anti 
justice on which rest the foundations of British rule in India 
hecame invested with the lineaments of life and reasserted 
their sway over people's mmds and hearts. Our Viceroy is 
truly a worthy servant of India and of England; would 
God had spared him the sorrow and anxiety of the last few 
months. Hi~ mind must be sore, whethM" In the midst of 
crowding work or free. if ('ver it is free In the stIllness of 
~olitary rest, with an aching void which nothmg can fill, for 
who will bring to him again that gentle companionship and 
sweet grace, that steadfast devotion and unselfish love, whirl. 
must have won for Lady Hardinge th(' supreme place in the 
heart of her husband, and which M'Cured her the affection 
and esteem of all who were ever admitted to her charmin~ 
and dignified presenee ? And alas! the void will be all the 
deeper, all the keener, by the loss of his eldest son, for who 
will now lighten the burden of a h('ar t overladen) 

And, gentlemen, if Lord Hardinge has stood by India, 
responsive and loyal, the Marquis of Crewe has been a nobl~ 
interpreter of the sentiments of the people o( IndIa to the 
people of England .• Amidst the solemnity of the Briti~b 

House of Lords and the splendour of its surroundings, in 
the pr6ence of some of the great pro-consuls who had 
devoted years of unsparing work to India and o f a dis
tinguished assembly, he announced in tones of suppressed 
f'motioD and pleasure the magnificent message of India's 
loyalty, of India's devotion and India's support i and an 
audience more distinguished for its dignified hearing than 
e"\"ert the Senate of ancient Rome threw to the winds all 
_rYe and broke forth into tumultuous applause. Truly, the 
noble marquis performed his duty on this historie occasion 
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as the spokesman of India, her accredited representative in 
England : and no less faithfully and zealously did his 
gifted Under-Secretary bear his part in the House of 
Commons. We tender our sincere and grateful thanks tv 
th~ servants of India, who, though not of our race or OUI 

faith, have justly acquitted themselves as the representat~ 
of India at this momentous crisis of our national life. 

THE INDIA COUNCIL. 

We wish they had greater freedom of action and of 
Initiative. T he Council of the Secretary of State, as now 
consti tuted, has oftentimes proved a hindranC<.', We have 
long pressed for Its abolition, for thp.t would be the only 
means to bring the Secretary of State for India more into 
line with the other Secretaries of State and place him undn
greater parliame ntary corrtrol. Tht: salary of the Secrdary 
of State for India should be placed on the English 
Estimates. In his Council, consisting of not more than nine 
members, one-third should be Indians chosen by the electf'd 
members of the various Legislative Councils in India, and 
of the remaming members at least half should be public 
men of proved ability and merit, unconnected with the 
Government of India: the functions o f the members should 
be ad\'isory and not executive, A Council so constitutMi 
will mamtain a fair balance between the different interests 
involved in the Indian administration , and will secure for 
its decisions that appreciation and will ing acceptance which 
are essential to all Governments, espeCIally to Governments 
conducted by an alien bureaucracy, 

PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEES. 

Before I pass from this subject, there is one other matter 
closely allied to which I would call your eamest attention. 
Royal Commissions may be of great use or may. as some 01' 

all commissioIls do, serve to defer reforms : but there is no 
question that they collect a vast amount of useful informa
tion at very great expense. All tbi! material sleeps on 
dusty racks. Ve'ry f_ of the men who form the commis
sion are members of Parliament and after the submiMion of 
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the rq>Oft they are unable to tum to any good and effective 
pwpose the instruction whicb they have r«eived at such 
great cost to India. - If instead of Royal Commissions, we 
had Parliamentary committees of enquiry, like those that 
sat in the days of the East India Company on the renewal 
of its successive Charters, drawn from all parties, we would 
havr a body of men in Parliament who would acquire an 
interest in India by means of intimate knowledge of her 
affairs and would be able by reason of independent informa. 
tion to approach the consideration of Indian questions wi'o!h 
confidence, and create in the House an atmosphere of en
lightenment about India which would continue as a tradition. 
A system of control and supervision like this would supply 
the necessary correctIve to the Government of India and 
impall lo it a forward Impetus which thl: British democracy 
have so far failed to give and which the people of India 
justly claim. It is a reform to which I have ventured to call 
your attention, as I believe its usdulness must be recogmsed 
by aU parties and as it may be treated almost as a non
controversial qUl:stion. 

THE WORK BEFORE US. 

I now come to the second part of my address- the con
structive programme o f the Congress, it!. object!. and ideah, 
OUf duty to ourselves and our work H1 th(' future. 

WHERE WE STAND TO-DAY. 

For a consideration of these matters, the presl:nt occa
sion is not altogether inopportune ; we are removed by forte 
of circumstances from<the atmosphere of controversy and if 
we are doeply stirred, I trust there is room for introsptt
lion. But before 1 go on to the future, the present must 
claim our attC'ntion for a few moments. The Charter Act of 
1833 provides that" no native of India, nor any natural-bom 
sub,i«t of H is Majesty, resident therein, shall by reason only 
of his religion, place of birth, descent or colour or any of 
them, be disabled from holding any place, office or employ
ment under the said Company." In the memorable despatch 
to the> Government of India accompanying the Act, the Bw.rd 
of Dir~ors emphasise this provision and say; '' It is Dttinr 
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that this important provision should be undenotood in order 
that its full spirit and intention may be transfused through 
our whole system of administration. From ~ain offices .the 
natives are debarred, professedly on the ground that "the 
average amount of native qualifications can be presumed only 
to rise to a certain limit. It is this line of demarcation 
which the present enactment obliterates. Fitness is henoe
forth to be the criterion of eligibility." Then we come to 
the solemn declaration of the Great Queen: -" We hold our
selves bound to the natives of our Indian Territories by the 
same obligations of duty which bind us to all our other sub
jects, and those obligations. by the blessing of Almighty 
God, we shall faithfully and cons<:ientiollsly fill." 

These form the solid foundations bn which the Govern_ 
ment of Indla rests: one removes the disqualification of the 
SUbjl'Ct, the other defines the obligation of the Sovereign. I 
sha!1 on this occasion refrain from considering how far the 
injunction of the Board of Directors that the spirit and in
tention of the enactment should be transfused through the 
whole system of administration or the solemn declaration 
of the Sovereign has been loyally carried out and how wide 
is the gulf which divides our actual position from our legal 
status. The Government of the country is still vested to al1 
intents and purposes in a foreign Civil Service. which is so 
recruited that the difficulties attending the path of the Indian, 
who seeks admission into it, are just as difficult to-day as 
they were fifty years ago, as is evident from the fact that out 
of a cadre of nearly 1,400 members there are now less than 
200 Indian officers. The Service is cgmposed of men whose 
sole aim is, no doubt. to do their duty -and ~ole ambition is 
to govern well: hke the knjghts~rrant of old, they would take 
ali the load off our shoulders, forgetting that in the economy 
of nature ~ch man has to catTy his own burden, to stiffen his 
back in self-preservation. 

We cannot escape the influences of our tradition or en
vironment. ~ In decli~ing to acoede to the grant of further 
powen to the English in India, Sil Charles Wood in 1861 
quoted with approval the wOTds of a well-known philosopher 
and statesman. .. Armed W'ith the Dresti~ of the ruling 
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nation thcy have thc feelings IOspired by absolute power 
without the sense of responsibility." What was true when 
Mill wrote ho!~s good to-day, for the system of Govern~nt · 
is the- same, though happier influences bave come IOta play . 
But the fact remains that the on ly responsIbility which could 
act and ha5 acted as a chC(:k on the Civil Service of IndHl was 
its seH-imposed sense of duty : It is a great check no doubt, 
but not sufficient when a struggle comes between prcconceived 
ideas and rigi d traditions of power and effiCiency on the one 
hand and the nascent growth of popular asplratlons on the 
other. VIceroys and Governors may come and go, but the 
great Service remains, dommatmg the hfe of the people and 
practu.: .. lIy fH.'e f rom all responsibili ty except what It owes tu 
itself. It forms the ruhng factor In the Executive Council 
of the Viceroy, and also in the COllncd of the Secretary of 
State. I t t hus constitutes a Court of Appeal over Itself. It 
furnishes rulers to SIX provmcial Governments out of nine. 
The great departments of State mc1udmg education an~ 
under its control and the inspIration and motive power o f 
Government comes from Its members. Influence, patronage, 
authonty, power, dom inion, the government Itself, are all In 

their hands; and they would be more than human if they dId 
not desire to maintam then poSitIon, if from no othcr motive, 
at least from a laudable amblhon of handmg on their heritage 
unimpaired to theu successors, m the honest behef that thc 
Service as constituted was essential for the good of India. 

WHAT INDIA WA~IS. 

!\gainst thiS state of things we have a people rapidly 
awakening to scI f-con~JOusness; thousands of our boys arc 
u·ceiving education on Western hnes In Indian Universities 
~ased on Western models; hundreds of them are daily .fl.ock_ 
109 to the Universities of Europe, Amenca, and Japan, and 
on their return home spreading the knowledge that they have 
acquired. You may chain Prometheus, but the fire is lighted 
and cannot be extinguished. India wants a higher life, a 
wide sphere of activity and usefulness. IndIa wants that 
her Government should be consistent with her growing self
respect and intellectuality. Indiil wants that the presump
tion which ha.~ all along existed ahd which the Board of 
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Directors in 1833 made a vain attempt to dispel, namely, 
that her sons 'can only rise to a certain limit, should be" re
moved Crom the precincts of her Court, as it has been from 
tM Statute Book, anti tM door for ~ services should not 
be closed by artificial barriers against her own sons. India 
wants that her children should havE' the same rights of equal 
citlZenslup as other members oC tM Empire. India wants the 
removal of vexatious hindrances on the hberty of speech and 
freedom of the Press, fruitless and dangerous alike to the 
Government and the people. And, abovE' all, India wants 
that her Government should be an autonomous Government 
under the British Emptre. Then only the great benefits, 
whirh have emanated from British rule and which carry With 
them the J1}(:mory of do les, will be swqetened with the sweat 
o f her brow. 

I know of our aspiratIOns; I have given brief expression 
to them; are they extravagant and unjustified in the present 
Circumstances of the country? I do not wish to fide for a 
fa lt , but I am of opinion that they are not incapable o f 
progressive fulfilment. Do they deserve fostering care and 
sympathetic attent IOn or stern repression ? The answer has 
been already given by the Government itself. 

Thr Reform scheme of Lord Morley is the beginning of a 
far-reachmg change. The Counci ls that we have got under 
thiS scheme are not altogether so useless as is sometimes in~ 
conSiderately asserted . They are, no doubt, very far behind 
the ideals of to-day, but they mark a notable advance, and 
it i ~ undesirable and unwise to treat them as make-believes. 
I .d us treat them as mere steps which we must take to reach 
our goal and let us consider what thtt goal may be: and in 
putting this goal before us, let us be frank and honest and 
let us understand each other and be understood. It is well 
that there should be no a"iul! peRsl, no reservation in the 
consideration of this great question. 

PERPETUAL TUTELAGE ON THE ONE HAND. 

The Indian bureaucracy do not offer us any constructive 
programme for the future of India, no land of promi~ to her 
children. They are content to work for the day and take no 
thought for the morrow . An autocn,tic Viceroy or Set::re-
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tary of State may put extra steam Into the mactunery of the 
Indian Government OJ" tty to shut the safety-valve, but tbei:" 
great fly-wheel is not easily disturbed. And they have heeD 
hon('St and conscientious workmen, not troubled, it may be, 
wltll the visions of the future, and ~y have reason to be 
weJl pleased with their work; they have given us in.ternal 
peace and guarded us from external i1&gt"cssion ; the blessings 
of ?on ordered administration are apparent on every side. 
And they may well ask why should India resent ? Her 
Government has always been that of one man's sway whether 
she was an Empire or broken into small States o f varying 
dimensions. Why should she object to the Government of an 
aben bureaucracy? My answer is; the days of the lotus
eater are gone, the world is swinging onward 'on the uplifting 
ropes of time, and ill Europe, the wllr of nations, now in 
progress, will knock off the last weights o f medlzval domina
tIOn of one man over many, of one race over another; it is 
not possible to roll back the tide of Wider life which is flow
ing hke the warm Gulf Stream through the gateways o f the 
W~t into the still waters of the East. You may abolish 
the study of English history· and draw a sponge over all its 
story o f freedom; you may bar Milton and Burke, Mill and 
Spencer; you may bend .the Indian Universit ies to your will 
if you like, fetter their feet With obstructive statutes, but 
you cannot bar the imponderable inB.~nces of an expand
ing world. If English ru le in India me.-ant the canonisabon 
of a bureaucracy, if it meant perpetual domination and per
petual tutelage, an incre.-asmg dead-weight on the soul of 
India, it would be ~ curse to civilis(ltion and a blot on 
humanity. But I am doing injustice to a large body of Civil 
Servants who have loyally accepted the.- recent reforms and 
who seek to remain true to the tradit ions of Munro and 
Elphinstont'. 

AND INDEPENDENCE ON THE OTHER. 

And let u! take the other extretne--of ~aration from 
England and absolute independence. It may, 00 doubt, 

• The . tudy of En,li.b biltory baa beeo abolithed &olD the 
matrlculatioo Itaodarcb of the loillao oo.lveniUeL 
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~d itgelf, to' ~ ardent patriotism' of youth, for it is 
t,be privilege of youth to be fancy free. Let us leave law 
dODe ~lDd deal with the question as o~ of practical politics. 
[ w'JuJd not bcsitate, whatever might be the terrors of the 
law, from boldly accepting the Ideal if I fclt convinced that 
it was possible of attainment, and, I go further, that it was 
desirable Ul the present stage of our evolution. I would not 
flee from my own conVictions. 1 do not like the ~ttitude of 
being willing to wound but afraid to strike. Let us be frank. 
Bold issues DlUst be boldly faced. National regeneration 

"requires manliness, and is not adnnced by the methods of 
the Camarilla. At the present stage of evolution in India, 
who would desire or support separation from England ~ The 
Indian Princes, secure in their dignity lnd ~tatus, the Indian 
aristocracy, safe in their possessions and influence, the Indian 
nuddle classes, free in their vocations, the toihng masse" sure 
of the fruits of their labour, and all movmg onwards to one 
common goal with the Impetus which a central Go\'ernment, 
a common vehicle of thought, common ideals and a g rowing 
sense of unity and nationality have given them, will they 
support this separation, and lose Sight of their goal 
altogether ~ India, high and low, has published her answer 
to the world. It is but a dream and may come, as dreams 
do come when the senses are held in the bonds of sleep, or as 
they come in the impetuous days of youth when the senses 
lack thc control of wisdom which comes with age. But wheu 
you take the idea ftrmly into your grasp, It breaks away into 
the dust of the past, bringing no solace but disappointment 
and sorrow. 

SELF-GOVERNK£NT WITHIN THE EMPIRE. 

rhe two extremes-the one o f separation, the other of 
suoordination--are both equally impossible and must be put 
out of our mind. The ideal that we must pursue and which the 
Congress has set before itself is that of co-<lrdination and 
comradeship, of a joint partnership on equal terms. I do DOt 
say that it must materialise to-day, but I do say that every 
step tbatwe take or ask1:he Government to take must point in 
that direction. India no doubt is a continent and oot a 
COUD1:ry divided into s~all administrative areas: it is divided 
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into comrnunitiei, castes, and sects; it is divided by religion, 
language, and race, by different types and stages of 
civilis4tion and proKTess, and by different methods of 
administration. It has witlun Its limits pnnces of 
anCient lineage and traditions and people great numberl 
of whom are still in a state of mental darkness: 
the educated middle classeli are still a small, if nc) 
longer a microscopic. mmority; there are peop les within it5 
borders who know of nothing else but personal rule. and large 
classes which are read y to accept a representative Govern
ment. Can any system of self-government be evolved m OJ. 

country like this which will bring into coherence its hetero
geneous elements or must India from the very nature of its 
constitution be. for ever subject to foreign domination ? I 
hope I have stated the case fairly. I .pt us sec how we can 
apply OUI ideal to a state of thmgs like this: let us clearly 
real ise what that ideal may be. From the very extent of 
India and the diversity of her populatIOn, we must have a 
syst .. m of Government modelled on the lines of the Common
wealth of Australia, or the United States of America, modi
fied accordmg to Indian conditions and preSIded over by " 
representative of our Sovereign. In thIS constitution a ll will 
find a place. the Englishman as well as the IndIan. the prince 
as well as the peasant, and all communities. by a judicious 
combinatIOn of the methods of election and selection in the 
case of the less advanced. I am only suggesting tentati,".: 
lines of development and not a scheme. and I am aware that 
it may be laughed at as chimerical : but I shall not complain . 
as Crit icism is the touchstone of truth. And I do not despair. 
for the position is no~ hopeless. Let us consider our ad
vantages. I might easily turn for analogies to the continent 
o f Europe, but, for the present, I shall direct at1i=ntion to 
England of the past and not a remote past, to England in 
the forties in the 19th century after the accession of Queen 
Victoria and the great Reform Act of 1832. In many parts. 
half of its male population and nearly three-fourths o f the 
female population were unable to sign their names even on 
their marriage register. The test of hteracy in India to-day 
is certainly as high among the higher classes, and taking the 
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entire male population, children, hill-tribes and aborigine5 
all thrown in, more than I in JO are able to read and Write. 

Religious differences carried then in England a more galling
sense of social and poli tical -disadvantage than they have ever 
done III India. Even III Ireland, Roman Catholics WCTe not 
allowed to hold commissions In the Army until 1793, when 
an Act was passed enablmg Roman Catholics to hold com
missIOns lil the Army up to the rank of a colonel and this 
restncted concession was not gyanted to the Roman Catholics 
in England until 1813. It was not till 1829 that Parliament 
was opened to them. The Protestant dissenters likewisc 
laboured under cruel restnctlons. they could not legally 
baptise their children III their ~n p laces of worship, or bury 
tloelr dead in consecrated ground, except under the ritua l of 
the Estabhshed Church, and had no admiSSIOn to the Um
versltles. Many of us will remcmbc:or that in 1880 an in
fluential deputation waitcd on Gladstone to protest against 
the appollltment of Lord Ripon as our Viceroy, because ht> 
..... as a Roman Catholic. Evc-n to-day the question of Irish 
Home rule is largely a question of religion, of the Protestant 
against the Roman Cathohc: each of the great communities 
had organised themselves under the leadership of emif¥llt 
politiCians into armed resistance before the outbreak of the 
war. Is the condition of things worse 111 India at the present 
time? Hindus and Moslems had long lived in amity until 
It was found that their differences might be turned to their 
mutual disadvantage. r am not drawing upon imagination. 
It attracted the attention of an hlstonan and statesman like 
Lord Bryce. who In one of his Iliummating essays has ob
served as follows :-"It has been suggested that when the 
differences of caste and religion which now separate the 
peoples of India from one anothCT have begun to disappear 
.... new dangers may arise to threaten the permanence of 
British Power." British administrators happily, and Mus
sulmans and Hindus themselves, arc beginning to realise that 
these differences mean danger to the State and injury to tht: 
whole Community. 

The cry is raised that It is not only difference in religion 
that stands i~ the way, but in a country like India, 50 wide 
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and diversified, proper representation cannot be st.~ .......... 

Take again the case of England before the Refonn Act. Prior 
to 1832, to the British House of Commons 70 members were 
returned by 35 places practically without any electors: go 
members were returned by 46 places with less than 50 elec
tors, and 37 members by 19 places having not more than 100 

electors, while Leeds, Birmingham and Manchester went un
represented: seats were secured by bribery, and when they 
rested with proprietors and Corporations, were openly sold : 
in fact, corruption was so Tampant that buying a seat was 
considered perfectly fair. Sir Samuel Romilly, than whom 
a purer and more virtuous public man was not to be found 
in his day, actually bought his seat in the House of CODUnons 
so that he might he independent of any patron . Th~ diffi
culty of language need not he considcred. In England of 
the early 19th century there was a diversity of tongues 
greater than what exists in a similar area in India. The 
greatest gift of England to Ind ia IS a common vehKle of 
chought between the different parts of India and the mcmbt-rs 
of its different communities . 

It may also be !Irged again~t us that the higher castes in 
India, the educated commumtles, under advantageous Cir
CUmstances, will dominate the lower and the more ignorant. 
The House of Commons was practically In the hands of the
English aristocracy and the upper mIddle classes till 1832, 
and to this day it is to all intcnts and purposes, a hous~ 
:ompo5ed of members belonging to those classes. In poiltics, 
Anglo-Indian administrators are known to he inclined to the 
conservative view, whtch fought so strenuously against the 
curtailment of the rights of the peers. After all, Ihe 
spectacle of the more enlightened ruling the less enlightened 
in the same community is as o ld as the world. The easte 
iystem in India, which is thofOughly d emocratic within itself, 
is losing its rigidity as between different castes. I may go 
further afield and DeaTer home. Italy in 1860 was more 
divided in tradition, sentiment and feding than Indi41 is to
day or was at any time in ih past history . Conflict betw«n 
temporal and spiritual powers, riv41lry of cities and states, 
of tepublics and ki'.lgdoms, mutual je.alousit'$ and mutual 



INDIA: HER PRES'ENT AND HER FUTUllE 11 

batroo. tbe dommatlon and intrigue of a powerful neigh
bour. these were the difficulties which stood in the way of 
Italy , since united under one Government . And take Japan 
of 1860: " The Emperor was the nominal King but the 
Shogun the actual ruler; a third of the whole Empire was 
under the d irect rule of the Shogun and the revenues were 
paid into his treasury; the remainder was shared among 260 
feudal lords, all of whom cnjoyed complete legislative and 
executive autonomy , incl udmg the right of coinage. The 
DalmlO and the Samurai, who combined to fonn the govern
ing and anstocratic classes, number~d two million souls. Be
neath them lay the masses divided by an unfathomable social 
gu If, ilcross which none coul d pass, d ivided into three orders, 
farmers , artisans and traders, in numbt!r about 30 millions, 
whose sole lot in h fe was to minister to the well-being and 
luxury of their superiors. Slavery, abject slavery, was the 
natural state of the great body of the people. They counted 
lOT nothmg : their liberty, their property and even their lives 
W('TC held at the absoll,lle disposal of their inunediate rulers : 
they spoke in subdued tones with bent backs and eyes on 
the' ground . As subjection made the lower classes abjectly 
SC'rvilc, so did despot iC POW("T and immuDity from all the 
burthens of life render tht, aristocratic class tyrannical and 
crue\. " I have not mdulged in a fancifu l portrayal of the 
condition of the people of J apan in the closing years of the 
T akagwa regirnt::. I have quoted verbatim from a well-known 
English work on Japan . India docs not suffer very much in 
comparison to England of the 18th or early 19th century, 
and stands on a much better footing lhan Italy or Japan in 
1860. I have stated the objections and have tried to ~t 
them . Do not for a moment think, therefore, that I under
rate their importana. I have not shrunk from pointing out 
the difficulties. T o show that the obstacles in our way are 
not lIlsuperable, I have referred to other countries, not dis
similarly situated ; what we want is their patriotism, their 
devotion, their spirit of sacrifice: In Japan, the Shogun 
sUrTend~red his absolute authority, the feudal lords gave tip 
their estate., and power: the Daimip and Samurai laid aside 
the pride of birth and caste ; ,the upper classes, from the 



18 INDIA : HER PRESENT AND HER FUT1JlI.E 

Emperor downwards, helped to bring the masses across the 
wide gulf which for untold centuries had run between tlliem, 
takmg them with the hand as fe llow<reatures with equal 
rights, and thus laid the foundation of a nation which has 
compelled the attention and respect of the world. 

What others have done we may do : the basis of our life, 
political and social, must be self-respect and mutual good
will : it has bttn. said that, treated as we are by our own 
Government. lacking in sympathy and trust, it is no wonder 
if we slide down the pegs of national self-esteem. I have 
already referred to the growing consciousness of the people, 
to their vIvid perception of the anomalies of our p resent posi
tion---equal subjects of O\lr sovereign, but unequal cit izens of 
the State . The waves o f a new li fe, bright with the hopes 
of the fut una, fall back mto empty 10am, repelled by the 
cold wall of ancient prejudice. Signs, howev~r. are not 
wanting to show that the guardians of the wall are not 
aslf't:p at their posts: they are beginning 10 realise that the 
waves are fri endly, and will bring to tht: land waters .... It ,ch 
will fertil ise into abounding life. and they are opening the 
s lUIce-gates. Not so slowly, not so cautIOusly, is the cry 
from the land . Lord Hardmge has set the example of 
courage and Irust : he hilS tried to show that the Government 
o f India is a Government for the people. he has spoken in 
Vindication of our rights of equa l cItIZenshIp. he has en
dorsed the action of OUT cou ntrymen in South Africa m 
offering and organising passive resistance; he has upheld the 
claims of India agamst the bigotry of race and prejudice of 
colour, and he has stood by Ihdla ready to guard her honour. 
All honour to him for his courageous advocacy of the cause 
of India under circumstances of exceptIOnal difficulties in 
South Africa. I do not know if the English people realise 
what Lord Hardinge has done for us and for England; he 
has revived our waning faith in the declaration of our 
Sovereign. in the policy of Bri.t isb Rule in India. and, what 
i,. more, he has made the Indian people recognise that the 
self-respect of the nation is safe in his keeping. But more 
is wanted, for much is wanting in those elements which con
stitute the self-respect o f a people. 
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RIGHT To CARRY ARMS. 

'fhe right to carry arms, the right to bear commisSIons 
In the Army and lead our men in the cause of the Empire, 
the right to form volunteer corps in the defence of hearth 
and home, how long will these be denied to the Indian 
people? How long will India toddle on her feet, tied to the 
apron.strings of England ? Time is she stood on her legs 
for herself as well as for England. What could be mOTe 
humiliating to India and to England alike, if England were 
obbged in the hour of some great danger as Imperial Rome 
was In her day, to leave India unarmed and untrained to the 
use of arms as her civli population IS, a prey to internal 
anarchy and external aggression? Wh~t commentary would 
II be on 150 years of British rule in India that England 
found the people strong though disunited, and left them 
helpless and emasculated ~ And what could be more gloTlous 
both for India and England than that IndIa, strong in her 
men, strong in her faith, stand side by side with England, 
share her troubles and her dangers and be joint defenders of 
theIr common heritage? 

I NDIA A WALL AGAINST GER.MANY. 

There is no use in vain regrets, but one cannot help thmk
lflg that, under different circumstances, England could have 
put to-day on the battlefields of Europe not seventy thou
~and Indian soldiers, but a wall of men against whIch 
German militarism would have hurled itself in vain. And 
has not IndIa justified faith in her? In this hour of danger 
the cry has come from every part of- India-from all com
munities and classes-for a rush to the front : it IS oblivious 
of the past and impregnate with the future. And may I, 
addressing roysel f to Lord Hardinge, tell him that this 
future IS in his hands, that it will be a glory all his own, 
unparalle!l:d in history, if India realises this future before 
he lays down his office: my appeal to him is not in the name 
of personal glory, it will be glory to the Most High, for 
future generations in India and England will bless his name, 
for he will have done incalculable good to both: and this 
is not an appeal iJd ",iuriCDrdiam; we stand at the bar of 
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humanity and. claim the lullliment or obllgatlODs, or declara.
tions and solemn pledges. It is the appeal of Belgium for 
the enforcement of her guaranteed rights. England is 
pouTing forth ·her wealth and. what is more. and no wealth 
can buy, the preciolls blood of her men for the fulfilment 
of her plighted word: her name will jive as long as human 
luslory iiva. Will India say that England has failed in 
heT duty to India? It 15 not a prayer, but a call in the name 
of the people of India enforced by the moral sense of 
mankind. which, if religions are not mere myths and their 
teachings empty shibboleths. will survive the clash of arms 
and the fate of nations. But, brother delegates, I shall be 
failing in my duty if J failed to indicate, however briefly, 
what lies in us to do for the realisation of our destined 
future. 

EDUCATION. 

Our groundwork must be the education of our people, 
the elevation of the masses. To our mfimte regret, the State 
has not responded to our call for even a tentative measure 
of compulsory l'ducallOn: much as 1 gneve, I am !lot hope
less. for it is bound to come. It was not till 1880 that 
England recognised that no children should be shutout from 
the benefits of educatio~ by the Ignorance, neglect or apathy 
of their parents. Our policy has been to foll ow the lead of 
England from a respectful distance. The education of our 
girls is still in an elementary stage. The Congress may well 
take a leaf out of the programme of the Moslem League in 
matters connected witq, education , for education is the bed
rock on whit:b we must lay the foundatIOns of our national· 
life. To it alone I look for the removal of those galling 
distinctions resulting from the institution of caste, of those 
pt'tty misunderstandings which mar the beauty and serenity 
of our religious life. What does it matter if I ~pring from 
the head or the foot of the Creator? Is not the whole 
universe His footstool ~ And what does formula matter in 
religion when God reveal~ Himself to all who seek Him? 
Whether we hearken to the voice of the Muenin or to the 
pealing of . the bells, whether the minaret or the trident 
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attracts our gaze, whether we assemble in our temples or our 
mosques, whether WI: are high or lowly born, it makes no 
difference : outside these, beyond these, is the sanctuary of 
the Mother, whpre tIM: voice of humanity is calhng us to 
worship. There we stand united before her sacred altar, 
with our feet on the past and our gaze on the future. If 
conly w(" bear in mind that we are Indians first and Indians 
J lways, what dor~ it matter whether one commumty advances 
more rapid ly than another, whether one receives more favours 
than another? Let us bear in mind that the advancement of 
a part o f the body-politic means the progrCf>S of the whole, 
that favonrs to ou r brethren mean favours to us all : it is 
the pelhL-st o f petty things that come, between us, though 
these small thing~, like the grJin of sand in the eye, often
times canse gn:'at irritation: let us brush them aside. En
lightened opinion, Hindu and Moslem, is r~ognismg the 
I:~sentml umly of our hves and stovlng to put down differ
("nce-s where they eXI~t: these dlfferenee~ are capable of easy 
adjustment if only we bear and forbea r. 

STATE Am TO INDIAN INDUSTRIES. 

We are far:e \0 face With our great conslrm:tive work, the 
.. riucahon and elevahon o f our people and the obliteration 
of the hnes o f caste an d ereI'd in th(' social and pohllcal 
1ift' of th{'" <:ountry. And OUT efforts should not be confined 
In the'se reg-ions alom.' ; we have much to d o in the domam of 
Art~ and Tndu~tries: we must devot(' our best attent ion and 
energ-y to our industnal t'ducation and progress . \Ve have 
had difficullll'"s to cont('nd with in the past: our Government, 
lol1owin~ the traditions of England, the rieh('st and most 
highly de'veloped industrial <:ountry III the world , omitted to 
profit by the examples of the Governments of some of the 
countries on the Continent of Europe and of Japan, which 
have succeeded in planting g reat industries among nations 
hitherto a~ much devoted to agricultural pursuits as our
~h·es. The war has fOTa'd on our attention nt'w problC'ms 
and new methods, and th(' example lately sC'I by England in 
Ct:.ming to the support of tht: newly started dyeing industry 
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tills us with hope as to the future: of the industries that may 
with advantage be started in India with the aid of the State. 

WORK IN ENGLAND. 

And If, brother delegates. I naturally lay the greatest 
~,ttess on the work among ourselves, I do not forget the work 
we h,we to do uuhide, work of no ordlllary magnitude or 
importance-I he enhghtcnment of the British people about 
Indian affairs. In them we have got our Jx.st alhes, for 
Ihey have not come under the mfluenct' of the Pousta w~llch 
R"rOW5 on the soil of the East. They a rc under no dlusion, 
til(,y realise the g reat truth underlying the dIctum of that 
gn'at stalt'sman who gave peace to South Africa. "Good 
government CQuid nl·l·er be a sub~titute for government by 
the people thcmsdvf'~" I h11I'O;: always found them, and 1 
~peak lrorn personal experience. willmg to listen and ready 
10) help. 

TUE BRITI SH COMM IlTEE. 

The British Comnuttee of the Congress IS d omg mvalu
~b\e work in mstruct)ng the Press and the publ!c. It owes 
1\ 5 usefulnl:'ss to the in fluen ce and mdelatigable labvurs of 
that ,-eteran f riend of Ind Ia, S IT William Wedderburn, who 
by hiS single-mmded del'otlon to ou r cause, which he has 
l\lade hIS own, has laId \IS under an obligat Ion willch we can 
nev("-r hope tu repay, and the full extent of whi..-I! will nevcr 
be known. Bul what is lVanted 15 th:lt r("pre~entatlve men 
from IndIa shou ld systeJl)atic,dly VI~lt England to bnng to 
the CummiUCt" fresh. and tirst-h,'lId Iwowkdge, what is 
urgently wanted 1'1 1lwrl! funds so that the Committee may 
('xtend its sphere of uscful l1Css: and money spent for this 
purpo~<' will nol be i ll-sp('nl· It IS an investment whICh will 
bring nch profit. It may nut be generally known , but it wa$ 
through the influence exerted on John Bright by a ret ired 
Anglo-Indian gentleman of bix'ra \ views that India secured 
in 1)\<;8 thC' Magna Charta of her rights. It is es~tia' that 
members of P arhament, who alone C:l n decide g reat que~

lions, should be propl:'r ly inst ructed, for knowledge ml"i\ns 
;nt er("~t, and all w,. want IS a true knowledge of IndIa. If 
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Ihe futu re to which we look forward is to be a pr~s of 
peaceful evolutIOn it must be by co-operatJon. HostIhty will 
retard and indifference clog the wheels of progress. 

OUR PLAC~ IN THE BRIT):;H EMPIRE. 

The war has come to us as a trumpet call- It has rou~ 
enthusiasm in England for India, It has moved the heart 
of Anglu-Indla, and has even drawn the British ColOnies out 
of their exclUSiveness. OUf Viceroy has been tclhng us of 
the formation of a new policy of rexiprocily between India 
and the Colonies. No reciprocity except on terms of equality 
would be acce-ptable III India. Would the Coloml's give it ? 
Not In thc past, hut now there is hope pf a seull'ment eOIl
Mstent with nur posItIon III the Empire: for this is what a 
leadmg organ of public opmiOn m $Qulh Australia says; -

" It wa!> only ignorance that thought of the Indians as an 
Inferior race. They arc the equals, fully the equals, of the 
proudest European nation, and they claim, in the-Ir own land, 
to be free Citizens, governmg themselves, and shaping thelT 
own national destmy, wlthm the manY-llationrd' Emplre'of 
the Free.' Who shall say them nay ?" 

CONCLUSION. 

Now IS our time: we mllst throwaway our lethargy : let 
us bmd OUT waist-cloth, head forward to our goa l - and that 
goal is not unworthy of our highest aspirations : it has satis
ned the dlgmty and the self-esteem of the French In Canada 
dnd of the Boer In South Africa, who to-day are the 
staunchest supporters of England ' an. when It comes to us, 
d~ I hope it soon will, it will strengthen and not weaken the 
bonds that unite England and India. To the splrituitl 
framework of the East has come the inspiration of the West. 
Let us combine the patience of the East with the ern:rgy of 
the West and we shall not fail. We are better situated to
day than Italy or Japan was in 1860 : we are beginning to 
realise the strength and g rowing solidarity of the people of 
Indiit; India has realised that she must be a vital and equal 
part of the Empire, ilnd ~e has worthily seized her great 
opportunity. In the melting-pot of desliny, race, creed, and 
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colour are disappearing. 1f India has realised, so has 
Englan4. Through the mouth of the Pmne Mmister. the 
English people have said to us: "We welcome with apprecla
l ion and affection your proffered aid, and m an Empire 
which knows no distinction of race or class, where all alike 
arc subjects of the King-Emperor and are joint and equal 
custodians of our common interests and fut ures, we here had 
With profound and heartfelt gratitude your aSSOCiation slde 
by side and shoulder ~ shoulder with the H ome and 
U(>mlllion troops under a Hag wlllch has a symbol to all of 
d unity that a world m arms cannot dissever or dissolvc." 

It IS no usc looking backward. Let U~ be ready for th" 
futute, and I sec ItS \'I~lon. I S{."C my country ocru pyillj:! an 
honoured and proud plact" In the comity Qf nations. I M'C 

hcr SQns sitting in the Councils of our great EmlllTe, con
scious of thei r strength and bearmg Its burden on their 
shoulders as valued and trusted comrad{."S and fncnds, and 
I see IndIa rej uvenated and remcarnate m the glories of tlie 
fut!ln: broadened by the halu of the past. What does it 
matter if a sohtary raven croak frum tht· sandbanks of Ihe 
Jumna and the G!lnges;> I hear It not, my cars arc filled 
..... ith the musIC of the mIghty rIver fiowlllg mto the sea, 
scattHing the message of the future. Brother. delegates, 
let us live as the ancients lIved m thc punty of heart so that 
the message may be fulfilled; let us forget th(' narrow 
harriers 01 man's creatIOn; let us be- humbll· and forgct tho" 
pride of self; let us step a<;TOSS the barriers of pr~Judlce, 
let us always be WIth our hand on thr plough prepaung the 
soil for the han~::.t 0'1: the f ulure'; let our ht'art-strlflgs be 
attuned to God and Country, and then no power on earth 
shall resist the realisation of that message, the fulfilmCllt 
of the de~tiny that is ours. And, assemblf'd lfl thLs taber
nacle of the people, let us pray to HIm \Vho knoweth all 
hetlrts tu grant us grace and strength thai we may deserv~ 
and !>ear thIS future and this destiny. 


