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At a public Meeting hel(]- ae-..:.tt; Toccft lPJU. tr 
.... d"ertisement, on Mooday the 28th oj MaroA 1m, 
lor the purpoae 01 receiving the Report 01 Mr, J. w: 
Ricketts, the Agent of thff East Indiam, just rettwMtI 
lrom hu tkputaticm with their Petition. (0 1M Brit .. 
Parliament. 
On the motion of Mr. Wale Bym, seconded by Mr. J. 

Wood, Mr. W. M. W ool1&8ton was unanimously voted to 
the Chair. ",ben, after M>me prefatory observations aD hit 
part, explaining the object of the Meeting, he called upon the 
Secrftary to the East Indian!!' Petition Committee to read 
Mr. Ricketts's Report;. at whose request, Mr. J. A. Lorimer 
proceedtf to fulfil the tat.k. 

The reading of the· Report was frequently interrupted by 
loud bursts of unanimous applause; after which, Mr. A. 
HEBF.RLET rose, and addressed the Meeting to the following 
effect :-

ML CHAIJUIAN AN)) GENTLEIIF.N,-The very full and intereltin8 
Report, which haa this day been read to WI, mmt have aatiefled nery 
one who has listened to it, that Mr. Rlcketta, In the arduolLt miuion 
10 reailily undertaken by-him, has ably and creditably fulfiUed .U thOle 
expectations, which the lll08t sanguine minds mar have entertained 
when he left hi, lIative land, deputed by his suffllring countrymen, to 
ask on their behalf, from the Wisdom and jumce of the Parhament 
of Great Britain, for remedies calculated to remove disabilities undeJ 
whim they have long unfortunately laboured. I 

Mr. Ricketta'a zeal for the advancement of our beet interest&, hIa 
for yeara past held him prominently forth asa gentleman meriting muel 
)f our commeudatioo and gratitude; and from what he bas ~ 
done, no diBpMlionate mind, I am convinced, will refWle to 
to him the jlllt meed of being ranked at the head of our claa. In II 
ing 10 much, I am .. tiatied I do not overt'ate bia talenta or fter-ti 
they are, indeed, above aU praite. We certainly have not yet experieJlOoo 
Id the fruita of bia endeavoun to meliorate our condition; but it ill 
to be hoped, after the part be has 10 ably taken, and the :reception .. 
IIJ hqpily met with in England, It well .. from the diapocitioR that 
!au of late been manir.t.l, both by the JocaJ GOTeraD]flIlt •• ., 
tile Home Autboritiflfl, iJr the 1VelfareaAd happu... of all .... ~ 
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poling the popu1ation of India, that the time is not far distant 
wlien all that we nowoomplain of as disabilities, odious in themaelvee, 
and incompatible with our descent, will at once be removed. Even 
if .they are not, Mr. Ricketts has a strong and undemablo claim upon 
his countrymen at large, wh1ch must for ever excite in his favour their 
warmest and most heart-felt gratitude. In personally assuring that 
gentleman, who has done a great, dhl for us, that his coulltrymcu 
and their posterity can never forget the extent or importance of 
his laboun in tl)eir caUBe, I beg to propose, that the Report of hi' 
proceedinga, which future geneJl8.tions will peruse with the same inter­
est and satiafaction that we have this day felt, in listening to it, be 
approve~, and printed for general information. 

Mr. Heberlet then proposed the first Resolution, as fol­
low8:-

That the Report flOW read, be adopted and priTlted, lor general i1ifor­
mation. 

Mr. W. KIRKPATRICK, in secondmg thi~ Resolution, observed that 
it was quite unnecessary for him to recommend the motion to the 
.upport of the Meeting, as they had already repeatetlly"expressed 
their approbation of the Report. He would, however, take the oppor­
tunity to express hia feelings on the occasion,-expressions which 
would be merely an echo of the feehngs of the Meeting. He could 
not but feel the highest sati.faction at witnessing the perfect unani. 
mity which pervaded the Meeting, as contrasted WIth some dilferences 
on a former occasion, which he did not wish to remember. He had 
heard the assertlOn, that East Indians could not be unanimouB, and 
he blushed for those who made it ; and were the feelings of the Meet­
ting other than what he bad w1tnessed, he sh\.lUld blush for them.and 
for himself. But he felt there was no ground for shame; on the 
contrary, he rejOiced in perceivinp; that they were one. He would 
mot make any partlcular remarks on the Report. The Meeting had 
~eard of the manner in wInch Mr. Ricketts was received in England 
Illy men of intiuence who merited their thanks; and no one could 
'egan}, but w1th execration, the contluct of persons in a I..-ertain 

~
ter. The best thanks which East lntlians could render to their 
ds and supporters in England, would be the earnest prosecution 

their rights, by which it would be made evident that they were 
~ orthy of the privileges whith they claimed. Had the Report in. 
formed them of complete success, the Meeting would not have beea 
of a deliberative kind; they would have only to abare in a triumph. 
tiIomething has been done; but there was yet much to accompliah. 
By their una'limity and their earnestness, they would oblige their 
frienda to plead more earnestly for their righta,-which not all tNt 
eI'orta of their enemieI could withhold from them. The .. ladiauI. 
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... for DO t'&'fO\D'; they do not 8eek to be elevated abo" their fellDw. 
citUenl; they only demand to be plac:ed upon an equality with thtm; 
they claim their rightll. Mr. Kirkpatrick concluded by aying that, 
overcome by his feellngB, he could not venture to apeak any 100gef, 
howeger willing he might be to addr"tI them on 10 intere&ting a .ubject. 

Mr. C. POTE then proposed the second Re80lu~on, as fol.· 
low8:-

TAdt a f'elJiell1 of tile proo!6dingll qf our Agent In England, confinu 
thil M t:eting en llie finn pet'.warion, that aU tim' unllJ*¥,ritd ~.rt'rtio". 

det!otfd f/ltJIIl, ano ufI,haken attafllmtnt t4 the raUH, C8uld Alltle tffttt«!., 
Iku 1/«/1 ~for prtfrtwiing thillUOOCH C!.fthe Eollt Indiam' PetIt""" 
000 gemral'y tAt! ilileruu of 1M Ewrt InqllJn Communi/g, In &gIImd. 

In domg 80, he observed, that, ill. order to undentand fully 
the nature and \&lue of Mr. Rlckettss exertion., it wu n_ 
Blty to tale a trallsient view of the grievances alld disqualifica­
tions, from which It was the object ot thOle ellcrllona tu relea .. 
Jndo-Britons. Those gne:ances and dlsquallficanon. were com­
prehendec! III the l'etiuon, that had, through the delegate, been llent 
up to J'arliament. However some might object, that there were va.. 
rlOU5 errors 111 that liocume;t, (though he could never concede tid. 
POlDt,) yet all must COllcur, that a great mass of injuria"" or inefficient 
legislation was there Iruly descnbed ; of a nature 110 oppreNive, that be 
would not hesit.te to lillY, that ltJi opcrauon upon .IIY c11S1 of men, 
bowevet" barbarOUB, or destitute of lmtJwledge, or aen81biJity, would be 
to degrade tha" clall8 below Wlllli tile "HelIt barbari.m or ignorance 
c:uuld effect; for it wouh! degrlJfle them below thl'ir eelf-eeteem, and 
this was left for the support even of the rudett lavages. '1'he particu­
lars of tbelr griev&neeI th~ woulcl find embodied in their Petition; 
the elkcta of them they felt in every lIet of doing aud Buffering, .nd 
in evClry J)lornent of their hvea, u surrounding them with the diagrace 
and obloquy that a1waya attend legal (h8(IUahficatIOD; and Jle laid it 
with truth, and WIth grief proportioned to the truth of the remuk, that 
a body of men, agaiUBt whom nQ offence could be charged, and who 
.tood in many waya in the relation of conlangulnJty to Briton., weN, 
wbile nuder the protection of the nobleat, frClellt, and mOlt ertlig: , 
government of the modem .nd ancient world, vitiled, by the t;th 
reuee of the Bric.ieh people, with Il,Ich contumely and 1\OOr11, .. W 
doll! the IDt of the most infamous guilt. 

Thla W81 .hartly the condition of Indo-Briton.; and from thi. it 
had beea the labour of Hr. Rickett.', life, by every don he could 
make, to extricate them. He would, however, call their a"en~ 
U ptaenc, to the 1a1t exertion of thia description whicf\,Mr. JUclm. 
W aude, u it would bcu' thft1l out in IllpportiDl the Raoludoa U 
... Ida (.Hr. Peco'a) buaiAeu to Rbwic. 
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At a period of liCe when mOlt men are immoveably hed in the 
places oC their birth, or of long and familiar abode, surrounded by the 
tiet of family connections, diBlluaded by all the natural considerations 
of ease, of social friendship and domestic love, and bound too to the epot 
by the engagements of business and of property, this lover of his coun­
'try shook from him every motive that would have influenced other 
minds; and leaving ease, ple.ulqre, and business behind him, boldly 
adventured to a foreign-land, to the h4zards of a strange climate, to the 
labours of an ,!ndertaking vast, absorbing, and intricate almost beyond 
comprehension; and this in the-solitude and drearlnessof strange society, 
far from the sympathie<> aud conloOlationl of the"circle from which he 
had ~ wont to dtaw his joys. What mind, said the speaker, can 
perfectly comprehend or aPfreciate lIuch self-sacrifice? It is fair, in 
estimating the character of human efforts, to mquire how many have 
appeart:d capabIt: of the I18me performance. Regarding the act of 
Mr. Ricketts in this view, we see him placed in a proud and peculiar 
ststion, won by the grandeur and virtue o,.f the great motives that in­
spired him, and the self-devotion he exhibited. Nor was this all. The 
Meeting learned by the Report just read, that tbe conouct of tbe busi. 
ness he undertook, wa&, through its course, in all respects suited to the 
high merit of its adoption. Every labour, every difficulty was cheer­
fully encountered; alone, and surrounded by the subtleties of a court, 
by the opposition of the proud, and the negligence of the indiffer­
ent, his tenacious and faithful minel coulel be neither diverted, 
nor subdued. He was found persevering in his efforts to animate 
the sluggish, recall the faithless, and-convert the hostile; to his per­
IODal efforts, they mU8t attnbute all that they recognize as favorable 
to the success of their cause; and looking at ,him thus, invested with 
the highest qualifications, and as one who has brought those qualifi-. 
cations to bear for their service, they could not refuse their heartiest 
and unanimous consent to the term8 of the Resolution he had Just had 
the honor to lubmit. 

Mr. Pote next adverted to the Report, which he said, while it bore 
testimony to the labours and abilities of the delegate, yet appeared to 
him...to indieate DO IUch approach to the desired point as ought to be 
..sstactory. Every thing evinced the necessity of repeated and 
.trtduou. exertions. He earnestly recommended renewed effiortll. 
There was no dependence to be placed 00 the smiles of courtiers, no 
faith in the promisee of Lords,' who were proveTbial for the facility 
of making _ breaking a pled~; bnt, indeed, none in this case could be 
of any llerVice to the cause but themeelves; and in tbil, as in mOlt earth­
ly coeeerIl8, ~ _ no reliance 80 sure and inf&llible as that repoeed 
in the perwverance and activity of the partie. concerned. If, .aid Mr. 
Pole, we unnmuttingly, zealously, and firmly persevere in OW" Ger-
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Qou, f'o1101'iD<< the eumpJ.e of our I't1II1*ted cleIep1.e, we m'llt IUCo 

ceed; for wben dii industry aDd pene-.ennce fwla their dOrta? E"eD 
in die purpoeea oftbe base and the bad, the efficacy of lheIe qualiw,. 
are well understood. What, then, have we not to hope, wbo are ICting 
for interellB anet objects, in favor of wbich all the belt feelings .aDd 
.tFectiona of universal human natare. are enlilt.ed? J n every uncor­
rupted soul, we shall meet a,,~ c1oadJutor; and the combined 1100110 

of mankind must triumph. 

Mr. J. W BLSII, in seeondin~ Mr. Pote's motion, spoke .. 
follows :-

Mr. CHAIRJl4N,-I beg leave to teCOnd the motion; and after the 
..,ery eloquent and glowing speech we have jUlt beard, 1 need not .. y 
that I cannot but riee with great rcluttance to venture a few oblerva­
tions of my own. Mr. Pote hlUl taken so wide, and, in my bumble 
opinion, so correct a view of the entire cue collnected with the Eut 
Indians' Petition, that I feel happy at being relieved from the necesaity 
I should otherwise have hOOred under, of taking a retrospective lurvey 
of the particular circumstancea "hicb were considered to require the 
deputation of Mr. Riclletts to England, &8 a measure of indispenaa­
bIe neceasity. J cannot, however, refrain from doing an act of simple 
justice to the gentlemen of the East Indians' Petition Committee, and 
their active and lIealoul friends 8IId BUPPOJ'ten, who appear to me to 
have been actuated throughout by the sincerest 8IId mOlt laudabledeaire 
to improve the condition and prospects of the community to whicb 
they belong, IlIl.d of which shey bave pro"ed themtelvee to be mOlt 
worthy and patriotie membera. In their choice of Mr. Rickett. to 
be tIle bearer of their Petition, and to expreu their aentiments before 
\lie Legislature, 1 beli~ve 1 merely express the opipion of eveJ') indivi. 
dual present, when I say tbat tbey selected one whoee "bole IIOul bad 
long been devoted to his country-one whOle well.known public charac­
ter af'orded the BurCllt eameat of hia doing all that the "patriot'a 
fire" can lI1&e _ man to do in a laudable 8IId patriotic undertaJdng. 

If there be any wbo might feel diipOlled. to cavil with tbill~, 
and require to be mown some apeciic beneficial result.-the attailloo 
ment of lOme poaitive good, or the mitigation of lOme positive C'ril,­
I can only "y, that they are uoreuonably aanguine-they ~ulcl 
overleap aD difficulties, and attain the end, without considering tbt 
meanB by wltich it can alone be pONi'blywved at. If there IIbouJd 
be any individual 10 unjUlt, or 10 weak, II thua tacitly-.aclmow.ledp 
their inability to Judge of the naeana, 1fbile the end remaina yet SO lit 
","eloped. I am. not utterJ,y hopeIeM of being -able to wun. eY • 

.... , that tlaey have no teDab1e ground for d;_ti~ tt the..w.. 
II far .. it a-. of Mr. ~"'-" Let them, .... 1DOIDfDt" 
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eonaider the tlifHeulties which beeet that gentlemll1l at every atep: 
The molt formidable impediment in his way, though a passive one, 
"u the proverbial indifference of the British public to question1l of 
Indian policy-e.n indifference ne.turally arising from the unceuing 
eonf.elllplatioll of distress at home, and disaffection in a sister isle­
add to this the powerful tide of, prejudice which has so long and 
10 uninterruptedly been suffered tll lI~erftow the land, from its weJ.l.. 
known fountain in Lee.denhall Street, poisoning the recipients and 
lOurCe& of information in its course ;-con81der these difficulties, I 
lay, and none, I am lure, will refdse to give Mr. Ricketts credit for 
at least l'Ilergy of mind in venturing, smgle-handed, into the field; 
as Mr. Pof!! has 80 forcibly observed, m undertaking to interest a list­
less Legislature ill behalf of his .constituents, and attemptmg to ex­
pose ill the broad light of day, and m their true colors, the hollow 
pretenct:l!, and illiberal prejudices, which have hitherto he.d the clf'ect 
of retaining an Enlightened and rapidly increasing class of subjects 
of the Britl&h Crown, in a state of "civil4mtlawry," if I may be 
allowed 10 use the strong and uncontrt<\icted expresSlon of Sir James 
Mackintosh, in the House of Comdns, on ,the presente.tion of the 
East Inulalls' Petition. 

That }Ir. RICketts succeeded in triumphing over the apathy of 
the BrHibh Statesman'and Legislator, the Report we have just heard 
abundantly testifies. rubhc men shook otl' theu habitual lethargy, 
and bestowed a uegree of patient investigation into the statements 
of the retltlon, which could scarcely have been expected. The Board 
of ('ontrol and the Court of Directors ile~d-m silence heard-the 
distant appeal for justice, amI, it is to be hoped, pondered on thl' novel 
circumstance, with every wI.h to relieve those wllOm not a alDgle mem­
ber of either of those bodies dared to deny having lutherto suft'ered 
to remain 111 their native land, in a state of cllnl ()utlawry / Thus 
far then, the progress of the Petition was as favorable as could have been 
anticipated. What will be done eventually, in the shape of redress, 
remains yet to be seen. But here ends Mr. Ricketta's responsibility; 
and,l believe, we 11lsy safely say, that he has done hiB duty. 

It is to be regretted, that the dissolution of Parliament took plac .. 
at the time it did; and that the aU,engr088ing interest excited in 
England, in consequence of the late glonoWl events in France, and 
the ,till deep and breathless inte.est, which England mUlt coutinue 
to feel, in watching the aspect of continental politics, atould render 
it more than li\ely, that the present Parliament, harassed by more 
immediately important calls on its attention, will be unable to devote 
that padellt investigation into the merits of the India QUOiltion, which 
the approaching period of the Charter'lI expiration 0 imperaunl1 
demanda What mod.iAed relatiOil the East lnclia Company will hear 



..... tID8JdrY. nmama to be deftIDped: bllt ... "'y ttep.Dd upcl'l'l 
It, 1hat" atate of the mutry, and the eh~ter _ p!'OIpICts, not 
ODly of the Eat Indian community, but of theentil'fJ uti ... pop\lla.­
don, will advance and brighten, or link and retrogra~ ill proportion 
• the beIJjgn spirh of gmuine philanthropy, or the demon of 1Il10-
at deapotisrn, sbaIl pnponderate in cpetating or _aying any changes 
that may be made in the judfciJ...anf commercial charaem. of the 

,Oompally. That tbe spirit of philanthropy may prevail, who dOlI 
not wish ~ who does not fervently hope? but fllat the blight of de. 
wpotism may wither that hope, who' is exempt from apprehending P 
Under ncb eircu.mltanees, it i. impoaible to anticiPlte the final renlt 
of the Etal Indians' PetiuoD with any coufldenoe.. Ae Ar .. .Mr. 
Ricketts is ecmcemed, I feel happy at being able to no" my boo.t 
conviction, that he baa dillCharged the trust repo.ed in him witb cre­
dit to himaeif, &l\d honOt' to hil country j but the Petition itHlf, 
launched on the troubled sea of polities, and at a time when the atnm ... 
pbere of Europe would pertend a ltorm, must, in lome m_ure, be 
left to seek its own harbour. It ~ 

.-----....... , .. Ilk!' • ..,~d, 
Flung from the mdt, on ocean's fOlm to sail, 
Wbere'er the BUrge may .~p. the tempnt's breath prevail," 

From what I bave IBid, it is not to be inferred, that I would ad­
vise Eaat Jndienl to relax in their exertions. rar from it; they have 
put their shoulden to tbe wheel, and must carry through the wort 
they have commenced. They must smile, in their turn, at the deceitfUl 
and alluring amilea of courtiers.-those BmileR, wboae hollow iUdlla­
don baa been BO felicitously lashed by Mr. Pote; and, upheld by the 
justice of their cause, 'Persevere in their exertion., until they witntll 
the substantial fruition of their wishes. My conviction, however, 
is, that, if the Eat Indlam' Petition ahould ultimately meet with no 
redress. (for what is not possible in tbe fluctuating world or poUtical) 
Mr. Rieketts cannot be made (airly chargeable with any auch untor. 
t\lnate inue. But the Petition cannot fan; for the pride of tlut 
Lawyer and the Statesman will 1Iot auft'er any ae"knowledged legal 
abusea to exist, without an efFort to remedy them; will not hear of 
a body of men existing without the pale of any ack'nowl«lged code of 
civil la"., without endeavouring to lupply the deficleney. The 
wantl of a t.,al nature of the Etat Iniu&D8, will be supplied in IOIDe 

ahape or other; *lid it is to be hoped that the enlightened .pirl\ of 
the age will at length cause the removal of all political dlIabilitiea •• 

It is ablurd to lee our ruler. lta'rtiDg at ahadowa of their 0W1l 
ereadoq. I Ih9UId conceive that their ridieuJous JetloUIJ 111_ ., 
dU.I time, be wOrn perfectly threadbare, and caIlnot 1\U'ri .. 1Qda 
looter. And dl.. tbe eterl'lal and unmeaning oltjeetion ., .. incapJ-



etty." Good God! and ia it come to this-that evt!ty aehool-boy 1Mnf.o 
Maya .hould posaeu the ability to put our high and mighty legiala­
tcmr to the blush, by telling them "that man labor. not without ~ 
motitle; that the objection of incapacity is the objection to a circum­
.tapoe that 18 merely the effect of the past ineligibility of East Indian. 
to offices of emolument and t1\Ust under the G1>vernment? Are our 
youth leu precocious than the y1,.:th 'of any other country? Are their 
1Ou.\a lesil capable of expansion, under the lofty and generous impulses 
of rectitude and,honor? I challenge the most inveterately prejudiced 
to IIdduce the slightest shadow 'of reason in support of any £harges 
oho foul and scandalous a character. Widen the field for the employ­
ment of Inr youth-throw open the services to them-Buffer them 
to qualify themselves in their native land for the creditable discharge 
of the duties of any situation untler Government ;-do this, and the 
objection of iflCapaClty will immediately become a byeword ;-do 
this, and, en'couraged by the possibility and hope of an-ning at afflu­
ence and honor in their native land, East Indians will not be long in 
practically illustrating that excellence mUllt follow the lIIduf'f'mrot to 
excel. Hold out but thiS incentive to exerti~n; and It Will he followed 
by the estabhshment of colleges and UlliverMtJes in the country, to 
aasi8t in prodUCing a greater development of mind, and for the train. 
ing of youth to discharge the duties of the most arduous and respon. 
aible situations under Government. An immense advantage would. 
ibet\ce accrue both to the governors and tbe governed. To the gover-
1I0ra, as placmg at then disposal the appropriauon, in any manner, of 
the intellect of the country. and the el.lployment of as much honesty 
and talent aa they might find OCCllSlon to draw for upon the communi­
ty, at an expense mfinitely short of what IS i\lCUrred b} the mainte­
Dance of the present clumsy machinery, for the exclusive importation 
of British youth,-and the governed would benefit in having the 
dearest interest. of the country placed under the watchful vigilance 
of thoee who, as children of the soil, could not fail to be feelingly alive 
to her welfare, and to devote their constant and undistracted at~tion 
to the best means within their power of advancing the prosperity and 
hlppmesa of their native land. 

1 must apologize, Mr. Chairman, for having trespassed 10 long on 
your attention; and I thank you, Sir, and the gentlemen present, for 
the patience with which 1 have been heard. I need ~cely r~t, 
tbat I do mOlit heartily second the motion of my worthy and eloquent 
friend. 

The Resolution having been carried by acclamation, Mr. 
RICKETTS lOst; ~, when the loud and continued cheering 
with which he was received, had subsided, he spoke .. 
foUows:-



xi 

If .. CSAllUtAN AND GI!INTLEIlfBN,-At'ter tlie loud II'ld reiterated 
plaudits, with which you bave jrt' chea-ed me on my rising to adcttt. 
you on this very interesting occasion, J fear I shall only disappoint 
the expectations which you may have formed. At this moment, 1 
Jabor under tlle disadvantage of a rather weak state of bodily health, 
which di~qualifles me, in some 5l1easJre, from expres&ing myaelf in the 
way I could wi$h; but, after t!re frequent reitt>ration of ~y name 
at this Meeting, in a way of. eulogy and praise, 'Which must be 10 

gratifying tu my best feelings as t man, I should stand chargeable 
with a death-like-insensIbility Ghoul, were I to remain flilent, andl'lot 
m.k~ even a feeble atterr.p! to p;iVC1 uttl'ranee to what I feel on tbi, 
happy occasion. On the ground of my simple and Itrllig'bt.forward 
I'xertionft ,n a publir ("lU~e. In whiC!h I have acted as your Agent in 
England, J thoup;ht t ('oull at lea~t lay a fail clsi~ to your honett 
approbation; but I now ~ee that the tables have been hnned againaolt 
me. The state ()f thl' ~I!III' 18 now completely Tl'versed. Instead or 
.!jOur owmg me an ohh~tlon for my paqt ~erv!eea, yotl have laid flU! 

under a debt of gratiturll' to you, for the vcry nandAOml' manner in 
which you hal'e moclI picasI'd to t'xPTL'Ss yourst'lvt'S t,awardll me on thiJ 
oceasion ; and thl' I feel proud to own as an ample reward for aU 
my personal sacTifil'e.~, and for aU my past eltertions for the public 
good of our community. 

Gentleme~, It I~ now withln !I ftw weeks of two yurs since I Jut 
had the pleasure of mt'l.'ung you in thIS hall, on the subject of onr 
Petition to Parliament, when,:;ol/ !lui mp the hOllor to repotw so much 
eonfidence 1\1 my zeal for om rommon cause, 8.11 to select me a. yout' 
Agent for t1eputatiOII on a most lmportant mission to England. At 
that time, some few 'of our coun trymen kept aloof from our proceed­
inga, on account of 3 dtfference of opinion on certain minor pointl 
ariung out of the matter: but methinks I now see theit- 'aces in ~e 
room; anll we may, perhaps, not unreasonably count upon them .. 
decided converts to our public came. I truly rejoice in the fact, and 
llball be first and foremost to give them the right hand of fellow.hip, 
and welcome them to a full participation of our counRI, and deliber­
ationa. Unanimity of conduct in public mader!!, ill no leu important 
than dl!llirable amongst us; and I lUll glad to have now returned to 
you to Bee this change. • 

Gentlemen, an alIuaion h. been made, and very fairly and'proper­
ly 80, by a gentleman who has preceded me in add'reuing you, to the 
deceptive smUetI of courtiers anll public men. I am aware of much 
huger arising to our cause from too implicit a reliance upon the 
lDlilea and promil!es of the great, .. they are eaIll!d; and I will abo 
allow that the claplicity of public men i. quite proverbial, and, there­
ton. to be guarded against; but I .till think that I bne made 11& 
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lfi4ltl1ce 08 111il llflad. (Hffl1 M,.. PD" tw6 to ell'pillin tAat All fDIlIJPII 

.. ",.«mIIl allari<m to "'oidual8.) I am pretty well hackneyed in 
~ "'''1' of official men, to' know ~at they are eapable of; wt, in 
~e faa of this avowal, I ,till act on the principle of taking every man 
to ~ honeat and eincere, until I diseo'fer lIOIIlething in him like 
doIlble-dealing or crookedn.eu of ~~. Preeisely on this principle, 
Wo, the Eugliab law regarda eV~'i ~an innocent, 1IDtii he is proved 
to be gUilty; and Just 110, I gave every official man in England credit 
for fair dealing apd common honesty, until I saw some good reason 
~ change my opinion. In this way, I was soon able to distinguish 
between friends and foes; that is, between those wLo w~ friendly, 
and those who were hOltUe to our cause; and here I must say that 
the general mass of public feeling, even among public men, was decid­
edly in our favor, with the exception of, perhaps, some two or three 
percon. connected with the India House; but we need fear nothing 
from them. They are but men "whose breath is in their nostrils, 
and whose thoughts will perish in the very dar of their death." They 
will die and paas away into the gulph of oblivion; while public 
opinion must gain ground, and the cause of tJ,;uth, reason, and justice 
ultimately prevail. Our cause is one involving the very dignity of 
human nature; and the man who sets himself up in opposition to it, 
becomes his own enemy by sinking himself in the scale of moral excel­
lence. Mter all, what IS the objection to East Indians being emanci­
pated from civil and political thraldom, and placed in a right position 
towards their rulers? It is a mere question of pounds, shillings, an!\ 
pence, apart from all moral and ststesman-like considerations. It ia 
a question of East India patron.&ge in the hands of a few, who 
jealously protect and guarr\ it against every thiUg like encroacbmeni. 
But we are to expect nothing from this quarter; we must look to 

the Legislature for the concession of our jUl!t rights; and here we 
have those who will not shrink from their duty. Amongst our other 
friends, who took so laudable an intereat in advocating our cause in 
the House of Commons, we may fairly reckon upon Lord Ashley, 
who, though he felt himiClf restrained from presenting our Petition, 
.. he originally intended, yet, I can sasore this Meeting, has not 
abated in hia laudable desire to promote our cause on public ground .. 
His Lordship is still as warm-hearted all advocate for the abolition of 
our civil and political disabIlities, lUI he was before the Budden turn of 
a1t'&ira, to which I have just alluded. In this respect, Lord Aahley 
aWlda pre-eminent, and deservea our warmest thanks. I think it the 
more neceuary to state this publicly and openly, lest you might 
IUppoee Illat 1 W," duped by an undue stress laid by me on the amiJea 
md promiaes of courtiers. 

I fear, Gentlemen, 1 have detained you too Joas 011 the aubjece, 
apecially after my fun and detailed Report to our Committee. ....... 



XIU 

belGIftt '" this 'lIlO11I.ing; and now what Ihall I a1 ia coachaion )­
I feel jutty proud of the Yt:ry handsome manner ill which you have 
been pleased to testify your apPl1lbadon of my services. This is all 
the reward 1 aspire to; and, for this, mOlt sincerely do I dw&k you 
from the very bottom of my heart. 

The concluaion of Mr. Ricket.,·s addrees was received wiih 
the same marks of approbatl9tl'!" after which. Mr. H. L. V. 
DEROZIO rOBe, and introduced the third Resolution, in the fol­
ioWlng terms:-

Sir,..:..Surpriain& .... my appearance here may seem to many, and 
labouring as I am under painful iudiapositioll, 1 am here to take that 
part in the proceedings of this day. whlcli circuJrultall~ and die 
occaaion impoee upon me. I ahould Detter 00lllUIt both my conveni. 
ence and the state of my health, were 1 merely to lubmit to thil 
IISIIt!mbly tlle proposition I intend to make; and, were it my desire to 
attract admiration, the brilliant address of my friend. Mr. Pote, 
might deter me from miling luch an attempt. But my tongue it not 
fashioned to impart the grace. of speech to my thoughts. 1 must 
despair of inapuing admiration. Why, then, am 1 here this day? 
why have 1 of'e-red myself to your notice? I have already answered 
that question. I have intimated that I am called here by duty; and 
that ill a yoice which I dare not diaobey. I am an Eut Indian, and 
therefore I ought to be here; I am interested in the welfare of my 
countrymen, and therl!fore I ought to be here; I am anxioua to know 
what mt!lll8Urea have been adopted In promote that weliare, arul there­
fere I ought to he here; I love my country, and thel'efore 1 oUght 
to. be here; I loye justice, and therefore I ought to be here. Shall 
it be said of,.. that i Will the man who, having committed an error. 
Will afraid or uhame4 to acknowledge it? Tiny know me not, who 
entertain thia opinion of me. Before the Eut Indiana' Petition was 
aent to England, it i. well bown that I offered much per~ 
opposition to tbe proceedinga of Mr. Rickettl: moe that tim~, 
bowever. 1 have had ample re&!lOD to change my view of tho.e pro­
ceeding&. But, u tbia account of my conl/erdon may make it appal 
11lOI1I miraculoua than it actually w-. llhall, with y~ penniltion. 
unfoJd the mylftef1. When the merita of the Petition underwent 
dileullion, bel. Mr. Rickett. left tm, country. I "'" impreued with 
the belief, (IlOiWithatanding the arguments employed to make out 
a oontrary positioa.) that the decenGata of European foreigner. were 
not included &mObI the putieB from whom the Petition ,,~ .aid 
to come. Thia CODClDlion I thollght wu correctly deduced from &he 
promites wmch I found, or auppoted. I found, in the PetitiOD ttMlf. 
M1'. lUcbtII, it it true, &liaclaimed the inference; bv.t I wu DOt 
~"iaoed, lIDO thouPt hiI ctiIclaimer WII only a blind 10 ncb pet'IODl 
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of the clau which I contended bad been excluded, &a bad signed 
the Petition. I entertained & conviction, that in England he would 
not have represented that clau as among the petitioners. But, upon 
'reading hiB evidence before the Committees of the two Houses of 
Parliament, I was satisfied that 1 had done him wrong. Publicly 
waS the error committed: as publicly is it recalled. 

After the glowing manner i\ wl:rich Mr. Pote bas dwelt upon 
the miaeries an4 indignities, to whi~h our unhappy class is condemn­
ed, for no fault of their own, it will be unnecessary for me to go over 
the same ground: He has characterized our condition all wone than 
the degradation of savage life. I t is worse than sa.age degradation. 
Of what parbarous tribe has it yet been recorded, that the parenta 
have consigned their offspring to infamy; that the fathers have step­
ped in between their children' and those chiidren'R rights, withhold­
ing their privileges, although those privileges have never been 
justly forfeited? No, Sir; it has been left for civilized men to do 
what no barbarian has ever yet conceived; apd that has been to work 
out for an unhappy class, the condition llb'1linst which we complain. 
Taking this view of that condition, the Petition of which Mr. Rieketts 
was the bearer, was the remonstrance of East Indians against the 
unnatural cruelty of their fathers. The sacrifices made by that 
gentleman, in endeavouring to excite attention to our complaints, have 
been numerous, as has been already well observed. He left his home 
and his family to effect tbat object: he left a climate congenial to 
hill constitution for flne, the rigor. of which might have been fatal to 
him: he ran the hazard of losing his employment; and trusted him­
self to all the perils of a dangerous voyage. And now that he has 
returned amongst us, what is the reward to ~hich his services ale 
entitled? This assembly has already accorded its thanks to him; but, 
although the acknowledgments of grateful ~t8 are pleasing, the 
labors of men in a public cause should not be passed by in that way. 
Mr. Ricketts has told us, that our congratulations, and the plaUdits he­
has received this day, have rendered him indebted to us. Gentlemen, 
that sentiment has made us doubly his debtors. What are you now 
to give him? Conceive yourselves transported back to the day& "of 
Greek and Roman glory;" conceive yourselves a community existing 
in those ages, with brilliant examples before your eyes, of honors and 
triumphs accor(led to those who had served their country; conceive 
how lIuch examples had operated upon your minds, and how you had 
!hell welcomed to his native shore the man who, for you, has done 
much;.,d suffered much. Many whom I have now the honor to 
address, are aware that it is not recently that he bas exerted himself 
to meliorate our ~ condition. In youth, when he first (f felt liIe in 
every limb," that animation ,!&8 inspired by an unahating leal to do 
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hit llOUfttl'y aervice. You eaD teetify whether J over-rate him, wilen 
I declare, that, if any man is entitled to the gratitude of the Eat 
Indian eommunity, that man i. John WIlliam Rieketts. Had he 
been entitled to it upon no other ground than beeanae the Parental 
Academic In8titution (an establIshment whIch, ifnot well supported, k 
less creditable to those who should 8UllUOrt it, than to its founder) oWe. 
its orIgIn to lum, such gratitude b~ h~n wt'll Ileserved. Should we not, 
therefore, present to blm some token of our rt'gard, wh.lch lit' may baud 
down to his posterity, that the conduct of 10 euellent a father, and 10 

worthy a man, may not be lost upon Ius son.; but t~at it may illepire 
his children to rl!nder such servICes to youl1l. as he has done to you? 
If, then, I am lurrounded by East India.ll; If there be in yQll1 boeome 
one spark of manly feeling whIch may !'e kindled into a flame; If you 
con81der patriotic l'Xt'rtlons In your caulle as worthy of Imitation; If 
you are alive to Just pnnClples of duty; I charge you, by all that jill 
dear to your hearta, to bupport the propo.ltlOn Whll'h I IIhall now 
submit as follows ;- • 

Tllut, In the opmllJ71 oftlll$ 3Immg. Mr. J. IF. Rfcktttf I8mhlW 
to the lIJarmut approbatIon of tl., E06t Iridian Commutilty. and to t'f'l'ry 
mark of re$pt'CI. and ajftJCtron tliat can ~ t:l'1'~ UIwa,.w Atm. It '" 
4CCOf"d1ngly proposed, 

Ft,.,t-That a 8lioer vau, tDith a 8Uitabl~ t1ucnpltOn on It, be prelmt«i 
to M,.. Rtc~t" to _ Of a memorwl qf the g7'atttudfl qf Ii" country""", 
for hll pubt.c BeMJlCel. 

~tc(YndJg-That M,.. RICkett8 ~ requeated UJ fit for Au portrait, 
WttA the .,.,.., of J1f!"'Pduatmg. tilt 7'etMmbranL'6 of orlt IIIho Iwu doM ,. 
much/or the publtc muse. 

Thirdly-That a PUPllc dmner be gltle1\ to Mr. Rlck«t" welcomm, 
him to h" "attO!! ,horu, aOO to tilt oorom of that //OCtety, tM condition ~ 
whit-Ii it hal been tM objeCt of A" VI/wk lofe to meliorate aOO improw. 

The Resolution, moved by Mr. DeTozio, was seconded by 
Mr. J. J. L. Hofl~ and carried unanimQusly; after which, 
Mr. RICKETTS again rose, and Bpole as follows :-

Ma. Ca.u&Ju.N AND GENTLElIEN,-1 fear 1 have already tresp_ 
ed too much on your time, by addressing you at a prior Iltage of our 
proceedinga on this OCCUl0n, but a mong feeling of gratitude con­
atrain- me to rise once more, to thank }OU mOlt heattily and lincerely 
for the aigna! marh of approbation, with which you are pleMed, by 
your unanimous auffi-age, to characterize my put exertion. in a 
public cause. To apeak plainly, when 1 ~ded at Madru jpl my 
~ to Calcutta, I reeched many rayOJ'l and kind marka dr'atten. 
tion fo»n our brethren at that place, who alao colleotively invited me 
to • public di1'lDeT, IIlld afterwards to a public ball and aupper: on 
which CIeCMio&, they.-ere pleued tb f.IDgage the Garrison band, among 
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....... to pI:t.y two orlpal airs, oompGled espreMly to welcome ., 
aniTa! among them. Ingratitude it one of the blackeat crimea, of 
which human nature is capable; and I ml18t own that their kindn. 
in every way, a perl"eet atranger u I waa individually to them, baa 
¥t luch an impreuion on my mind u no la~ of time can ever efface. 
When I took leave of our kind friend. at Madra, they told me ~ 
they were only afraid of my bei~totn to pieces, the momeAt I reach. 
ed Calcutta. I grant that you have not literallJ torn me to piecea ; 
but you have done all that the mOlt sanguine could have expected. 
y ~ ~ve heape(t su~h ho~ors v.pon me by your ~t Raolutiou, and 
wbiclI hu been carried WIth such marked applaulE And enthuaium, 
that you have left our Madru brethren far behind; and it ia Ilothina 
but fait and right that you should do 80. The East Indian communi­
ty ai Madru, it is true, felt an equal interest with ouraelves in the 
8Uccea of the objects contemplated by our Petition to ParlWueAt ; 
since whatever may hereafter be done by the Legialature, in conae. 
quence of that Petition, will be a public b~neflt not exclusively con­
Bned to the petitioners themselves, but extended alike to all their 
brethren labouring under similar diaabilities and grievancea at Madras 
and other parts of India. So far tbey were concerned; and 80 far, to 
their credit be it said, they acquitted themselves towards me as their 
own feelings spontaneously prompted them; but with yow, Gentle­
men, 1 stand on a very diftCrent footing. It was you who deputed 
me with our Petition to Parliament; it was at your call that I tore 
myself away from all that is Dear aDd dear to me, and proceeded on a 
8e& voyage to a diJtant land, in order 101 serve a public cauae; and it 
was as your Agent and public servant that I engaged in thoee proceed­
ings, the Report of which has now been placed bffore you. From you, 
th~ore, I had every reason in the world to receive some token of 
public approbation of my services, if you thought me deaerving of 
such an honor. Gentlemen, I have not been disappointed. You 
haye this day, befOll' a numerou& and respectable assembly, publicly 
ieatitled yOUl: unqualified approbation of my past CBTI!fT as your Agent 
in Englana; and this you have done in 10 handsome a way, u com· 
pletely to leave me your debtor. 1 feel ju~tly p~ud of the silver v_. 
which you have been pleased so generoUIIly to vote me on thie oc.cuion. 
It is calculated, more than any thing ellie, to excite in me a tre.b 
stimulus to persevering and continued exertions for the public good of 
our community. A lIotion, however, ~8 to prevail in certain quarters, 
that I have made a fortune by JDy late miasion to England. What can 
have led to 10 absurd au idea, 11mOW' not; but I will take this oppar. 
t.unity to avow. that this silver wal.Ch (Mr. RideetU tGkmg tAe INIeA 
., 91"18 pock8t, andiold&»s it up to 1M cietD of 1M M~,) is.u the 
fortune I have thus made; and eyen this wu a purcb.aae made quite 
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•• matter of buaineu, for the regulation of my time for my lltnnlllOWl 
public engagement&. My motives of action, ao tar u th_ can be 
Judged of, arc, J am iure, no ReCret to those with whom I have been 
long lIItOciated ill schemes of public benevolence i and they mUtt 
know that I am dle last IaIll in the world to be seduced from a public 
C&UIIe by any base influence of mercenary gain. On the CODer..,-. 
your sober and honest approbatiqn is .:he highest pinnacle of hoeor. u 
woll as the greatest amount of rewatd, to which 1 upire. . 

Gentlemen, I mus' thank you over and over again i'l>r your aplendhl 
conduct on t'hi~ ocemon; and the only use 1 purpOlie to make of the 
public gift 80 haQ,liaomely awarded t; me i8, that I shall hand it dowll 
with feeJinga of just pridt1 tc my children's children, with B distinct 
'avowal of the public groundB on 1Vhu~h I Will put in POIIseWon of it., 
in the hope that. on aU questions of public interest, they may imbibe 
the same spirit, and emulate the same exalllple. 

Mr. Ricketts sat down amid bunts of applause; after 
which, Mr. WALE B,RN proposed the fourth Resolution:-

That UJ the Right Horwra.hbJ tM Earl (If Carliau., and to the Right. 
J/Qntif"tlbk Lol'd A8hk,1f, to the Right Honorable C. W. Williamll Wy/U~. 
to ~ Right HorwrabllJ Sir James .1IMkinttNIl., f,(J Sir Charlu FflrlM, 10 
Mr. JaftIBI Stewart, to Mr. Wu/ry<'M Whitml'lre, to Dr, S. LlUiblgl4m, 
and to Mr. J. HUrM, the tl!a1'mt8t Q.CkJUJ1Jlletigmentll qf tM RQItt 
lndi4n ClYmmunity are pNHJminent/!1 aUI', M wellfor thMr parliamtm­
tary t'3!ertionll in the publIC calise con1WCted with thtJlr P~tiHon to the 
Britilh LtlgUlature, M ffJr the kind IUl1illtat1C8 .0 readUJI ajf0rtJ.tJ4 fig tMm 
to our .4ge,.t; and that tM I14If1e be acoflrdilll/ly co,.fJftYed to thote dlMiifloo 
guwW perllOOOfll',II in a writtt>n communication addrCBII!d to tItttm '" 
the Chaif"mlJA qfthe MrJ!ting. 

In doing so, be spoke as follows :-
It ill with feelings of no ordinary gratification, that 1 rite to bring 

to the attention of this Meeting the Resolution which 1 have.jult read.. 
I regret my inability to do adequate j 1l8tice to tbe task a88igned to me. 
But, while I regret 80 much for myself that I may be up.able to acquit 
myself properly, that regret ia increued when I reflect that my 
inability may not lead this Meeting lIuitBbly to acknowledge the 
exertions that have been made in Englaud in our behalf. 

The opinion wu prevalent, and I conf. it Wa5 one I entertained, 
that our Petition in England would hive to make ita way, II it were, 
meh by inch; tbat it would have to encounter the tide of adveree 
public opinion; and be treated with coldness and neglect. 1 l1ad 
anticipated that, after ita pr~tation to Parliament, it would H order­
ed &0 lie on the table, and tbua be consigned to the CU8tody or obU'riotl 
aad JIeIlect. Least of alI did I expect, that a Mini •• of ~ Croft 
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would have voluntarily offered hia eernces to uaher the PetitiOD to the 
oodoe of Parliament. Never did I anticipate IUch powerful an? 
PoqQDt advocacy of OW' CAllie, on the put of the mOlt distinguished 
members of the Legislature; such perfect unanimity of feeling IIIld 
of opinion-such earnestneas in the busineBS-iluch a desire to be 
uaeful in furthering the Recess of our Wldertaking! Nor must I omi& 
to mention the cordial and kind r-aception of our Agent in England. 
He went a perfect stranger to a"foreign land; he felt no estrangement, 
but wa. heartily and cordially welcomed. The compliment, as paid 
to our Agent, Wal very ftattering ; but we must view it also as a compli­
ment paid to ounelves, and mue a suitable acknoz.'ledgment. It is 
for exertions and kindne8ll like these that I call upon this Meeting to 
make a 8uitable aclmowledgruent, and evince·a jw;t appreciation. No. 
thing that I could say, I am aware, can add to the public worth of 
these distinguished personage!>. Of the Earl of Carlisle, it may be said 
that hiB whole career has been one dlstingulshed for exertions in the 
~ of public liberty. Lord Ashley's character will at once be 
appl.ciated, when we see him rising abo~ the narrow and confined 
DOtion, of official station; and, acknowledging the hardships of our 
case, doing all in his power to obtain for u~ hubstantial justice. Mr. 
Wynu baa long been conuected with Indi.!; and, during his presidency 
over her affairs in England, he has done much to improve the existing 
Itate of things. It mU8t, above all, be remembered that to him are 
the East Indians, in common with the natives of India, indebted for 
eligibility to the office of jurors; an institution which, as being the best 
preservative of civil right, aDd political freedom, we should hIghly 
regard, and consider .. an honorable dlstinction obtained for us. To 
Sir Jams Mackintosh, the civilized world is highly indebted for no 
common exertions in the cause of morality and of humanity, in his 
endeavours to mollify and soften the harsh features of the criminal 
code; and no wonder that a mind, which has been long occupied in 
disarming law of so much of its terrors. and clothing it with a beni;;11 
aDd benevolent philOIOphy, should at once have viewed in its true 
light the anomalous nature of our condiuon and 'circumstances. The 
eatabliahed character of Sir Charles Forbee, Dr. Lushington, Mr. Whit­
more, and Mr. Hume, for liben.lity and public usefulness, is too well 
ltnoWn. and renders it unnecessary for me to detain the Meeting any 
lClllF on this particuJ&r point. 

With regard to the general queatiOD of the PetitiOD, I am deairoua 
of ohring a few obaert'ations on one or two points connected with it. 
When ~ Jut met here for the purpoae of discusaing the subject, how 
re. thwe were that were sanguine of aDy Buceess attending our 
miIIioD ; and DIlDY doubted the expediency of deputing an Agent to 
EDIl.na, A.. rwpel\ta thia lut poillt, there ousht, 1 dUnk, to.be btu 
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one opinion. What other person, I ask, would "''" ~ him&elf 
in the way that Mr. R,iekettB did? Let that mall \Ie or the best regu­
lated mind; and I will sly that he will be short 01 dbtts. if be doe. 
not bim.elf 400r ander such grievances. Would an,. gentleman, to 
whom we would have referred in England, how purely intentioned 
eoever he might have been, feel wh.at Mr. RickettB must have felt. 
laboring as he did practically -an4el" the grievances which it was hi, 
special object to have removed? No,-assuredly he w~uld not .. Much 
also must have been gleaned by private explanations and personal 
conferences; nor must I faU to noliice the examination of our Agent 
before the Comntttt€!e8 of the Lords and Commons. Much inform .... 
tion has been elicited in. this wa.y, which could not othel;wiae have 
been obtained. In my opinion, we have gained much every way by 
the deputation of an Agent to England: 

As to our present position, the next pdint that I am desirous of 
speaking to, 1 think we have abundant cause to rejoice at the progress 
which we have made. J have sometimes heard the question askell, 
What has been done? an~ I have been equally surprized and chagrin­
ed at the question. What has been done? We have had a patient, 
a sympathizing, and an attentive hearing, at a time whon we hardly 
expected that our Petition would have been endured. We have ad­
vanced from the starting point. We have given a shock to the milt 
of prejudice, by which we were enveloped, and have emerged from 
obscurity to light. We were, so to speak, unknown; but now are we 
known. What has been done, is it asked? We have removeclmuch 
of the ignoranre which exist.ed, and imparted information &I to th4 
true state of our political and Bocial condition; and (may I not be 
too sanguine in the expectation!) we have laid the foundation of our 
political fabric. We "may not have reared the edifice-but this i. 
not the work of a day-nor of a single generation-but of time. Tha.t 
man must have miscalculated mOlit egregiously, who expected that our 
Petition would have been immediately met by an Act of Parliament, 
adjusting our claims. Of all miscaiculatora, those are the greatest. who. 
embarking in a great and important undertaking. expect imD',lectiate 
success. To such, I say that no moral Or political achievement, which 
the pages of history record, has been wrought in this summary way. 
lthaa been by much toil, by much labor, through good report and evil 
report, under heart-burning procraatiu.atieos, and uuneceeury deI&,.. 
that these victories have been won. I repeat, we have no C&UN lor 
discouragement; but our prospectB are, on. the contrary. very cheerhls. 
Thit i. a circumstance that must not, however, lull 111 into .u~ 
or beget in UII an indifference to the quae. We mUit be on t1u,l ~ 
and eYer reldy to take the p.n we have Ilready 10 ~tablJ IUtai .... 

-",-bowing that ft. abaine is grea_ than tlw "bieh attache. to 



xx 
hiIb, who, ., having gone half the way to the gell of his hopei, fai1II 
to'urge on iu'sway still further. The ht'art that quails at danger, or 
IIinb lUlder discouragement, or, through ficldenell& of disposition, 
siva up the purpose in Yiew, must never reckon upon victory; defeat 
and shame must be hit inevitable portion. Though our proapecta 
were otherwise than theJ are-though no ray of hope, or beam of 
light, illumined our path; wt!. mUlt still hope ..gainst hope; and 
though II hope deferred maketh the heart sick," still we may be as­
sured that c:onitancy is a virtue that will meet its own reward. To 
all and each one'Of us I would s,y, strive to succeed, and SUCceBII will 
be the reward of your labors. Strive to succeedo; and success win 
crown yop.r toils. I repeat-etrive to sU'7eed; and success will be 
the harvest of your hopes. 

To him who has contributed 80 much to the furtherance of this 
cause, 1 cannot resist the impulse of my feelings to pa,,_ passing tri­
bute. Ml'. Ricketts baa not appeared before us but yesterday, but 
baa 1000g been engaged in the promotion of our interests. His laudable 
exertion. in the cause of public education: will never be forgotten; 
and this, with other acts of benevolence, of philanthropy, and of pa­
triotism, will, when his bones will have mouldered in the dust, and he 
.hall have been gathered to his fathers, form an imperishable record 
of h.ia name. 

'And when the vaniti~. of life'. brief duy 
Oblivion's hurrying wing shall .weep away, 
Each act by charity and mercy done, 
High o'er tbe wreck. of tllne, .h8I1li"e,,,lone 
Immortal al tbe heaven" aDd be8uteoul bloom 
To ol\1er worlds and realm. beyond the tomh.' 

This Res9lution was seconded by Mr. J. Wood, and 
unanimously carried. 

Mr. M. CRQWE, in proposing the 1Jfth Resolution, ad­
dressed the Meeting as follows:-

MR. CUAJRJlJ4N,-Although conscious of my inability to do justice 
to the task I am about to impose upon myself, and totally unaccus­
t.omed to public 8~ng; yet the interest which I feel in the 
business of the day, induces me to intrude myself on your attention, 
but with a hope that my auditore will regard my imperfecticml with 
an ~1.e of indulgence. 

FolJowing the example of my worthy friend, Mr. Byrn, who baa 
just addreued you, I beg to bring to your notice two individuals who 
are equally entW,ed to the consideration of this Meeting for the· share 
which dtey have takea, and the interest which -they have diaplayed, iJJ 



promoting the welfare of the East Indians. I ... S4Al4ander 
Johnston, some time ago the Chief Judge of Ceyto:. • .00 Dr. Joha 
Bowring, the Editor of the WIlltmi7iBter R-".' Tq ..... 1 abalt 
add the name of Mr. Crawfurd. These names must be familiar to 
all, and many must be acquainted with the merits of these. gentlemen; 
but I think it is necellSal'Y I should make some .,bservationl on the 
reasons, which have particularly i.lldu~ me to mention them on this 
occasion. 

I shall first advert to Sir Alexander Johnaton. Hi.' name has been 
already mentioned in Mr. Rickets's ~port, and sevenU circumstauoea 
connected with hia pu~lill and private cart;'« noticed, which demand 
our approbation. I hav~ therefore only to add, that hia laudable 
efforts in behalf of the inhabitants of Ceylon, his abolition of slavery 
in that island, and his introduction of the jury system among them; 
are circumstanoes which reflect the highest Iulors on his name, and 
call forth the unqualifl.ed admiration of every lover of freedom and 
justice. But what more imperiously demands the expresaion of our 
gratitude, is his unceasirfg exertions to promote the happineas of the 
inhabitants of Inqia, and in particular of the East Indians. His 
halldsome introduction of Mr. Ricketts, our Agent. to the Royal 
Asiatic Society, and the friendly reception which he gave to that 
gentleman, may be mentioned as recent and decided instances of the 
good feeling and zeal which Sir Alexander possesses towards the 
East Indians. 

The next individual I mentioned as deserving of our gratitude, was 
Dr. John Bowring, the learne~ Editor of the W6II'minaw ~. 
It is needless for me to advert to his attainments as a Ilcholar, and to 
his unremitted efforts to advocate and promote the cause of knowledge 
and liberty, or to pay rum any compliment on these accounts. Theee 
are facts so well known, that it is needless to insillt on them, or to 
remind you that they command the approbation of every liberal man. 
I shaH only mention the friendship he has evinced towards Mr. 
Ricketts, and towards those he represented in England, and bring 
to your notice an important measure which he has recommended to 
Mr. Ricketts, for our adoption. In the course of the Report whicb 
has been just read, I recollect allusion Wall made to this circumstauce; 
but, as the subject was not at all explained, I beg you will permh 
me to read the letter of Dr. Bowring f4l Mr. Ricketts, which contain. 
an outline of the measure recommended to 0(,11: attention, and to make 
& few observadons on the subject, which suggest themselves to Illy 
mind. The letter ia not long, and it will not occupy your at __ 
beyond a fft' minutes. 
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"The tpea.1ter then read the fonowing letter:-
LondIm, lOth June, 1880; 0, Millman Street. 

J. W • .'R~8, Etquire. 
My dear Sir,-It haa occurred to me, and my conviction hal been 

greatly strengthened by the concurring opinions of several intelligent 
and wen-aft'ectioned fri~d&, that nothing would 80 effectually serve 
the cause of the Anglo-India"" a& the return of one of their body to 
the Britiah House of Commons: I know of no impediment, legal or 
moral, provideCl funds could be raised for the purpose ; and I should 
most cordially 1.end my best 8Qistance for the accomplishment of this 
interesting object. To l!Iucceed, would be to elt'Vate the clu, into 
• position of equality: its effects in India must be excecdingly 
Mlutary; and in England scarcely less so. You would have an organ 
in the most eminent sphere of usefulness, whose exist~ alone would 
necessarily fling a lustre on those he represented. .w could they 
long rnntinue di\'ested of the lowest rights, who took a share 10 

the highest legislation? That especial care should be taken in the 
eboice of an individual candidate for parliamentary honors, is too 
obvious to be insisted on. He should have the power of ready address, 
and as much of knowledge, virtue, and activity, as can be found among 
you-moral and intellectual aptitude in such a bigh degree as may 
be accessible, and habits of business for the due discharge of bis 
duties. It is enough for me to have thrown out tbe Iunt, and to 
pr()ifer any services, which may help the cause of those whose condi­
tioll to meliorate is one of the highest claims on that coun try, to 
which, in truth, they owe then existence, and (would it were other­
wise!) their ~ position. 

, I am, my dear Sir, yours most sincerely, 
(Signed) JOHN BOWRING. 

The arguments which we have urged to recommend the proposed 
measure, are of a nature which carries conviction along with it; they 
are drawn from such admirable facts and established principles, as great­
ly add to the solidity of the reasoning which the letter contains. I shall, 
however, mention another circumstance calculated to shew the pro­
pliety of adopting the suggestion of Dr. Bowring. We are aU 
acquainted with the proceedings of the Irish Catholics for obtainiDg 
eml1lcipa.tion; we all know that one of the chief privileges, for which 
th61 petitioned Parliament, W!Ul the repeal of the law which prevented 
Catholics from occupying a seat in Parliament, and shut them out 
from having any share in legiala.tion; and we know the continued 
importunities of the petitioners for obtaining this privilege. It cannot 
be denied th~t the collective wisdom of Ireland, and even of a part 
of England. wu employed in fioaming the Catholic petitiona, and &bat 
the petitioner. made no demand, but thoee from complianc:e with 
which they expected to derive solid and extenaive bene1lta. They 



repeated their importunitUi. 1:0 Parliament, till ~ei:t pray. wtII grant­
ed; and they are DOW eJ\joying the ealutary eft'ecti ~8 £rom the 
repeal of the Jaw. which shut them out from the House ot Leslalature. 
Now ifwe find that. after the maturest deliberation, they Wlardmouslr 
agreed that the acquisition of thia privilege was important towards the 
melioration of their condition, and if it be all establithed principle 
that similar causes produce similar e$cts, may we not infer from. 
hence that importmt benefits wonid tes;Ut to us, if one or more of our 
body were returned to the British House of Commons, and thus we 
had a channel in that high legislative assembly, thr61ugh which to 
forward our praYell to our rulers? lnaeed, Gentlemen, when 1 reftect 
that there has never existed any such legJJ har to our occupying a 
seat in Parlillment, as that which had shut out the Catholics from it, I am 
astonished that this salutary, this important subject has not been yet 
thoug'llt of ~y of us; at least not till this 'fJOIDent publicly agitat. 
ed. Does nrthi. omission exhibit palpllble signs of that apathy 
and indifference. to our political situation, for which we have been 80 

often, perhaps too justly, censured? 
There are two circumstances mentioned by Dr. Bowring, which 

deserve our particular attention-the qualifications of a candidate for 
parliamentary honora, and the pecuniary meana which will be re­
quired to procure him a seat in Parliu.ment. As to the first point, I am 
not prepared to demonstrate that an East Indian can be found in 
every respect qualilied to dischlU'ge the important duties which, 
II.S an useful member of Parliament, this countly will demand at hi' 
bands, by pointing to any particular individual. I rather fear that 
the mention of such a subjecf from an indifferent speaker like me, ill 
somewhat calculated to raise a smile on the countenance of my audi. 
tors. But then I aak,.whether England could produce a Brougham, 
a Canning, or a Peel, before she had a Parliament which required 
men like these to perform its duties; or Ireland could boast of * 
champion like O'Connell, before ahe began to smart under the lash 
of penal enactments? If these great men apontmeously aprong up 
frqm the circumstances of the tim4!ll, and the necessities of eventa, then 
mlly we 110t hope that, if the want of a person qualified for p.,Jia,. 
mentary honors were' felt, IUch a peltlOD would, in time, be found 
amongst us, or rather that time and a proper coune of .tudiee would 
enable one of u.s to acquire the qualiftcatioWl necesu.ry for the 
discharge of parliamentary duties? • 

Want ohuftlcient funds for luch a purpoee, ill another lubject which 
_anita our attention. It is a subject which apeaks bome to the 
point rather serioualy, and somewhat puzzlea me to point out any plan 
for .yoicling the ditBcultiel, which may.me fr~m .. want of ~ 
in thia ~ I can 0Dly .. y that tho import.ant be&le6t1, which 
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., " ft'pIICted to result from such a measure, ogght to induce UI 

to come forward in ita support. It is true we are informed, &bat DOW 

the civil and the military services are thrown open to UB; but it 
i. equally true that, without great interest and,iuBuence, it is utterly 
impossible to procure admillion into tbem. Theae powerful &genta, 
1Vbich control the action. of men, are essentially requisite in our CalC; 
but these are requisites, tbe' wan\ of which is felt amongst UII more 
than that of any thing clse •• Ill. mort, it is 8. pa.inful, although an 
undeniable faot, that the interest and the inBujlIlce we POllless are 
extremely limited. The short period that Mr. Ricketts resided. in 
England, and employed in our bebalf all the iQ,ftuence which were 
available to him, has obtained for us important benefits, and is likely 
to procure much more. May we not conclude from this circumlltance, 
if we had one of our own. body permanently residing in England. 
taking a share in the highest legislative discuS8io~ among thO 
bighest functionaries of the state, that much benefit would result to 
UII from tJle influence which he must possess, when placed in such 
circumstancea, tbat our cause would theh have a zealous advocate, 
and that the avenues to advancement, which are yet virtually shut 
against U8, would then be accessible to us? In all new undertakings, 
the greatest difficulties occur in the beginning, and then they dimi­
nish in proportion to the succeas of that undertaking. If once the 
~t Indians were introduced into the higher branches of the service, 
WI should 8ao!} begin to feel the advantages maing from such an 
411nnt, and to be convinced that the expense, to which we had been 
put for the purpose of rendering that service acce88ible to us, has not 
been uaelessly lavished on a chi!llericat pursuit. 

Although I have enlarged on this subject more than on tlat which 
I ll&id was the cause of my intruding on :four attention, yet I am 
not just now prepared to make any specific proposition on the subject. 'udl a step would at present be premature. I have made these 
-remarks, and agitated this subject publicly, simply with a view that it 
may be kept in our recollection, and more fully discussed on Bome 
future occasion, when the public will be prepared to enter into its 
merits, and to examine at leisure the many important results which 
may be expected to a~se from the adoption of such a measure. 

I ,hall now concluie my address by reading the motion, which I 
beg earnestly to recommend to your unanimous approval:-

That the cordial thank8'1f thl8 Meeting are efJt«1lIg due to. HtmOrabIc 
Sir A~ JoArutofl, Dr. J. Ilwwing, and Mr. J. Cr'OMlfuNl, for 
the ....". and friendly intffllBt IJ(J ltiMly taken by eacIi 6f them ia ~ 
E4IIt ItIIdiI.m ~; artd that t/uI ,.".. be comm~ to tAem ~ 
IIiAMIg by II» CArirman 'If t/uI M..,. 



The Resolutioo WAS seconded by Mr. W. SJN'CL.U", 

and carried nem. con. 
Mr. H. ANDREW then spoke to the followill, eh:-

GI:NTLmu:N,-1 feel highly gratified in having it ill my power to 
propo!llllhe motion put into my bands; and considering the latenell 
of the hour in which I had receival. it, and the diffidence whieh' 
consciousne88 of my own incapacf.tx t(1 speak with propriety at Sll~ 
a Meeting, must necessarily impart to me, I shall never~hele88 venture 
to make a few observations, trusting that the novelty, with respect to 
myself .It least, of the attempt, will plead a suffiCIent apology for aDy 
deViation, which thb critical or even vulgar taste may perceive, from 
the punctilios of matter and. manner. 

The return of our Agent, Gentlemen, from the voyage he Itlld 
undertaken, while it calls for public gratitude to Heaven, lay. U8 under 
peremptory oNigations to render him a triblite of thanks for the 
uncommon interest he has taken to promote the wf'lfare of his coun­
trymen. The patriot 1S Iq.ved by his own nation; and, where there 
is virtue of sentiment, and true dignity of character, is revered by his 
enemies. Contemplating, therefore, the long and persevering effona 
of Mr. Ricketts in concerting schemes, and executing them with to 

much ability, though often with little success; considering the many 
oppositions and even abuses wl'lich have been thrown out again8t him 
by the splenetic and the malevolent, in the pursuit of his laudable 
projects, and regarding, in particular, his late responsible underta!Qngt 
and the very favorable stat.e in which he has left matters in England 
for further prosecution, and we hope final success; there lumy 
cannot be one in this assembly, who will Dot hold out the cordial hand 
of friendship, and confesl himself under deep and lasting obligatioDs 
to him. Although it is not in our power to make him any suitable 
returns, or to testify our admiration of his character by all thoee means 
to which the grateful, in such circumstances, have recourse, we yet 
trust that, as far as our influence and exertion can reach, we shall not be­
wanting in expressing OUT appreciation of his merita, and the light in 
wmch we regard his public spirit and patriotic zeal. This no1lle ex .. 
ample will, we hope, rouse the droW8Y powers of many East IndilWII, 
who, possessing talents eufficient, are yet, weare fIOrry to observe, lamen­
tably backward in interesting themselves, by a proper exercill& of them, 
to raiee the present condition of their ~untrymeb ; and I feel per­
auaded that, were such a spirit of emulation excited and es.erted, our 
worthy Agent would be more gratified by meeting with an increued 
~tion in his Iabour&, than by any ~IDony we can othenriafI 
give of om attachment and etteeID. • 

}\ut,-Guatlemen, there is still another cJe.es, who will, no t\ou'bt., be 
.,. gr&1efo.l to their be_actor. Need tmeution the cue and geu.. 
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_~ Why, Gentlemen, <Jnr worthy Iadiel will be .erymncb plelUed 
fORe their men raised in the scale of influence and importADce, tbat 
.. to -1, if they ha"8 any regard for us; and that they have, it would 
bit • libel on their virtue; were we to su1fer ounelves for a moment to 
&Habt it. Ah! to see those tender creatures making tJteir ac­
bowledgments, how tweet! how pleasing! Who would Dot 
envy Mr. Ricketts to share i~ their affections, and to deserve their 
.~m. For my part, Gentlem~n, I wish I were he. To humour 
their vanity a tittle, it is well known how much the female mind it 
apt to be taken up with what is.brilliant in Appearance, and engaging 
in show; this, indeed, is the characteristic of evfItY woman in every 
clime; and for our ladies to see their countr,ymen all armed cap-a-pie; 
enveloped in red and blue, and themselves the objects for whom we 
dreis, and fight, and die, why they will run to madnese in lol'ing 
us, and in loving their benefactor, who obtained this privilege for us. 
Su.p~ for instance, tbey should hear « we were at such an action, 
0I1l' regiments charged on euch an OCCIWon, we distinguished ourselves, 
took a post, and run a thousand risks to be'shot at in the head,"-oh! 
their little hearts would ~Q pit-a-pat with fear and pleasure, and 
perhaps with love-wh~ knows? and then come our yoang men, (such 
a one as myself, for example,) all in bloom and ngour, or with the 
facetious Sterne «clad in armour bright whIch shines like gold, be­
plumed with each gay festher of the East, all-all-tilting at it like 
"cinated knights in tournaments of yore for fame and love." Dh! 
this will stir the flame-the flame will burn with ardour; and, in 
aeeking to poness us, Ollr dear countrJ'women will not fail to remem­
ber the perIOn, through whom they were enabled to entertain sucb 
a wish, and ~ expect such an acquisition. 

The motion in my hand proposes, " that die l\1anaging Committee, 
In connection with the East Indian Fund, be requested to carry 
into effect the objects which the foregoing Resolutions have in new." 
I am certain, Gentlemen, that we shall one and all conC1ll' in its 
adnption. 1 t refers dddy to the third Resolution, expressive of our 
warmellt thankB to Mr. Ricketts for his zeal and fidelity in the ma­
nagement of the aftitir connected with his missison to England, aad 
hggeIting the propriety of our presenting him with some tokens of 
public gratitude. That Resolution laving been carried unanimoully. 
no objection, I think, can arise to this. I shall, therefore, conclude 
with ,.ying, that we hope thia will be a new era in the history of OW' 

race; that we .ball no longer:remain lubalterna in rank and station, 
... t rite in the scale of society and political dignity; that we aIWl 
106n, by the conaideration given by the Britiah ParliamClllt to the 
pra,-er of 0\l.1' Petition, bit put In a situation to JDIiify the 'Yel'"f tlatter­
iDJ commeudatiolUl lMlatowed by OW' European friends, .. p1lt to 



,bame the infIoJsnce ef th_ who _ our ~..-u. Gentlef,. 
men, I loug, I long f()1' the time when w~ .hall more ~ be .able 
to prove our loyalty and atfection towards the Brithb. Go~t. 
when we ,ball be able to mow that the same ties which bound qr 
fathers to its interest, continue to bind us as closely, and as inviolably; 
and that we acknowledge no other king or liege lord, but tlut 80vereian 
of Great Britain and Ireland. God sa~ the Iring! 

Mr. Andrew then proposed the flixth R~lutioll, .. 
follows:-

That the Manllffflg Committee 'n Mnnection witA the Eaa. IJIditIn 
Fund, be requuted to 00:"11 imo ~ect tM objecu which the j'o'fegtmt, 
Re8Olutionll have in view. 

This was seconded by Mr. H. B.·Gardqner, and carried. 
MR. Pon DOW rose to say that he had a Resol\1don to ofFer to the Meet­

ing, conformable with the sentiments he had expr~ssod in his former 
address, which he sincerely trusted would be adopted by those whQ heard 
him, as be truly believed t'ftat its acc~ptance and execution were etSlInti. 
ally connected with the promotion of the object. they had in view. H. 
made this proposal with some reluctanre; as, in the course of the Report, 
he had heard what induced him to fear that it might not, in the 1Ir&& 
instance, be agreeable to the present convietions of Mr. Ricketts; but, 
when it was considered that thia meallure was most strongly recom .. 
mended by Mr. Crawfurd, and when the reasonli he ahoul,d hv. 
the honor to adduce, were heard, he trusted that Mr. Ricketts might'" 
induced to adopt his notions, and, by his consent, induce the whole Meet. 
ing to concur in a matter of such primary importance. He shOUld tn9V1 
as a Resolution, that the East Indians' Petition Committee be forthwith 
instructed to draw up a"second Petition, to be submitted to a GtJteral 
Meeting, for approval anI! signature, and speedy tran.miuioD to the 
British Parliament, on the 8ubject they were met to consider. . 

In ofFering reason I for adopting this measure, be felt that he was 110l 

called on to trespasl at any length on the attention of the Meeting. 
There was only one ohltaele to be removed from·the way. and that wa. 
the delicacy which prompted Mr. RiCketts to believe that any immediate 
act on their part would be construed by Ule friendly individuals tn 
England, who profeeeed to take up their cause, as denoting a want of 
COU«dence in their promises or e~IlL There was lIOmething in 
this objection peculiarly indieative of the punctiliOI1l integrity. whic,h 
ch.araeteri.zCll the mind from which it prooeedad; and, had there _ 
no probability of inJury or 10M, he would have been the last • tp 
4Hturb 80 amiable a reluccance j but he (Mr. Pote) percejve4, ana h., 
feh it IY* duty to 1Iu'bmit." that inact.icm hcr8t under any luch impr .. 
• ~ would iDeritably ~ imputed 1?1 .. ~ in .Englm~ *9 ~ 
feralce III1d apathy; IID4 he implored their hiply reapected ddegaw, 



~4 the Meeting, to reteet how fatal to the continuance of any int«eat' 
In the minds of those in England, would be the intrusion of such. 
ftlpickm. He would repeat that this lIupposition would be the natural 
eoneequence of silence here-for was it not well known, that every' 
advocate finds an &8IIU~, a plea, and an excitement from the ani­
mation and zeal of thOle be if to support? J n matter! like this, what 
example have the people of EJtgland set UII? Was it ever known there, 
that any lionettt parliamentary combatant for the people's rights asked 
IUch con1iden~ from the people' .... nds, as silenced them, and left the 
whole weight and business of the battle to IDS unassisted strength? 
To oppose the many currents of hostile interests eternally :flowing in the 
broad political ocean of the legislative assemblies, all the bulk, and aU 
the impulse of the strongest express10n of the public voice has been ever 
found wanting to enable the steersman to shape his coune for the point 
intended; and it became them to beware that, by no mistake on so essen­
tial a matter, they deprived their advocates of that aid which experience 
had shown could not be supplied by any poy.rer of reason, or truth, that 
could be brought into operation. He bowed to the superior_knowledge 
and experience of their respected delegate; but, while he felt in hia 
conscience that, by treading that line of delicate observancl' which had 
been recommended, they would incur the two-fold disadvantage of 
neutralizing tllE'ir advocates, by a mistake they could not Foid mak. 
ing, since they could judge only frOin the experience they had known, 
ahd of depriving them also of that succour, which in all past cases of a 
similar nature, had been found indispensable, he felt he should be 
criminally negligent of his duty in the present critical state of their 
atFain" if he did not stand up to ofFer the remonstrance he now made. 

After following the same line of argument for some time, 
Mr. Pote concluded with reading the following Resolution:_ 

That, in oon8ideration of the dU8Olution of the Parliament, to which 
the East Ind,an~l Petition was addrC8'll6d, and of tlie 7I6Ce88ity of repeating 
our ealls for jmti6tJ on the Legislature of Great Britam, until tliey are 
concede.d, the East Indians' Petition CommiUee be requeated to framtl 
tmONae, Petitwn, which, whm approoetl of and signed, shall be _t to 
both Home. of Parliament. 

Mr. Derosio, in sUPP9rt of the above Resolution, spoke 
as follows :-

Sfr,-I rise to support the pmposition of Mr. Pote. As junior 
counsel in the ease, I cannot, boweVer, be expected to dwell 80 long, 
or so ably uJl4l1l ita merits. But its importance, and the neeeaaity 
of preeaing it upon the conaideration of this Meeting, must be my 
apology for the liberty I take with the patience IIld induJieD~ f1f .u 
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arotmtl me. .Although our retpeeted delegate lull iaformed UtI of biw 
having received very favorable assurances from eeNaiD noble Lorda atId 
other inftuential individua.l.lI in Parliament, I C!IftnOt see the evil. 
which the adoption of this Resolution is likely to entail. Why are we 
assembled here this day? Are we to coniine ourselves to a panieular 
routine, and exclude all matters whichodo not eome exactly within it? 
Is this assembly unprepared to· evtettain this proposition? What 
i~ the difficulty in its way? Is it characterized by les~ di.cretion thln 
zeal? He who entertains 8u('h "tion, has certainly misunderstood 
the object of my friend, Mr. Pote,oand attended but indifFerently to 
the tenor of his sUggestion. It is not required of the Committee to 
prepare a Petition this mement; nor is it supposed that any individual 
present has such a document ready in i!is pocket, which he has ouly 
to lay upon the table for instant signature. Sueh speed is not contem­
plated by usf .. W~ only call upon our friendsltorequest the Committee 
to frame another Petition; and that no haste may do millchief, we 
take cate that it shall be.fully approved of, before it is signed and 
despatched. Suppose this Resolutiop is adopted, and that it after­
wards becomes 'Unnecessary, what harm will be done? We shall only 
have to change our minds-a matter of trifling inconvenience. 
Were there no other consideration, the fact that one House of 
Commons rarely takes cognizance of Petitions addressed to its prede­
cessor, should be alone sufficient to conTince us of the imperative ne­
cessity of appealing to the Legislature of Great Britain again. What 
have we hitherto done? What have we yet obtained? Where are 
our spoils? Have our rights· been restored? Have our claims been 
conceded? No, Sir. We have but just taken the field; and now 
shall we rest upon our arms? The spirit of exclusion has only been 
startled upon his throne: but there sits the demon still, mocking our 
efForts, and grinning over his triumph. Our hearts must not faillt, 
our nerves must not slacken. Let us not trust our cause to men, 
who have nothing .for us but empty professions. Our friend, .Mr. 
~ickettl, bas told us that Lord Ashley sympathize. with us, and that 
Sir Alexander Johnston is deeply interested for liS. But their sympa::­
thy and their interest, however likely to call forth our gratitude. 
ehol11d never claim our confidence. Do yolt flUppoae that any mem­
ber of the Legislature, fIoUched by so much tenderness, will addresa 
either HolUe of Parliament in IMlme 'suca way as this? U Gentle­
men-Here am I, overftowing with the milk of human kindnm, 
anxious to restore to that long-negleeted, and 'I11ljUBtly treated r~, 
the East Indian., thOle rights - which they do Dot demamt."_ 
No, Sir, ItUcb will Dever be the 1aDg1Iage of legialaJon: the bene­
volence of .tlttesmtm teldom incommodes them to IUch an .tarmiug 
cJegree. But the very fam which Mt'. RicJ.:etta'. Report «milllw:deaCllfl. 



td 'III. ahotiI ~ us to d.lecntt DOble Lordlllld Honorable 8ft*­
metJ. What are those lactl? Lord Ashley felt {or 11L We thank 
hii Lordthip. He pJ'OllliMd to present our Petition. This wu gene.. 
roaa. But, when the time came fOl' hit Lordllhip'l hand to fo& ... 
up the benevolent l~ti0ll8 of his heart, that band became.uddenly 
pafalyzed. Weighty mattIrP ~f state pressed upon his heart, and 
the PetltlOn w.. left to :oaalte ka .own way into the House of Com. 
mOIlI. 1 am apprehensive (though I only suggest the ponibihty 01 
the thiD!) that matters of .tate .. be as burdensome to our .lher 
lIympathiling fricmde in Parliament, and that luch paralytic attacb, 
U we see do sometilDes a1Bict Lord Ashley, m.a, be common to 
other. who are deeply intereated ia our welfare. To protect our. 
selves against luch mischances, it would not, perhapl, be the moat 
unwise course to petition the Legislature. Gentlemen, you h •• e 
nothing to fear from fum and reepectful rernOnBtrance. Your calla 
for jUllice must be as incessant as your grievances are heavy; com­
p1al.n 19ain and again; complain till you ,.re heard-aye, and until 
you are answered. The ocean leaves traces of every inroad it maket 
upon the shore; but it must repeat those inroads with unabated 
IItrength, and follow them up with rapidity, before it washes away 
the sO'and. 

Mr. RICKETTS, after Mr. Derozio sat down, again addressed 
the Meeting:-

Ms. CliAlIUlAN AND GENTLEJfEN.-YOU may, perhaps, 8UPpoBe 

that I now rise to oppose the motlon.whlch has just been made by 
Mr. Pote, and seconded by Mr. Derozio, in regard to our preparing 
&Dd forwarding a second Petition to Parliament. Not so; for I rise 
to eM"' the motion, if IUch a thing can be done. I am no advocate 
for apathetic indillerence and silence, under an oppreuive load of de­
grading disabilities. On the contrary, my motto is, " Complain loud 
and long, until you are heard and answered;" but perhapi my 
motive in dilllUBding the Committee, for the present, from a renewal 
of our application to the Legialature, is liable to be mistaken and 
misunderstood; and 1 will, therefore, now explain the matter. During 
my ft!1Iidence in England, 1 was in 1lm0ilt daily c:ommunication with 
Membera of Parliament; and, before I came away, they never once 
even so much &9 hinted to ~ the neeellity or desirableneu of our 
re-petitioning Parliament for the redreI8 of our civil and politill&l 
grievancea, on my return to Calcutta. With regard to the techoical 
objection referred to, it is true that our Petition 'lVU preaent.ed to 
the iaat Parliament, which 'lVU afterwards dUdYed by the King'a 
death; but thi proceedingll of the two Sela:t Committee. on India 
atlt.ira cannot, from that circWQItance alone, be &DIlalled aDd .­
uide. My evidence before them will be reponed on to both H __ 



ef p..u..-et, .. there CUl ... DO ~ fJ.oeIa & c1ecriaite of tilt 
publie qu:lttion in.oIved in the eue. 

Jklt, Gel1demen. while I agree to the proprietr o.t:ear petitioning 
(ParliameAt • aecond d~, you will allow me to .taw JII:f opinion of 
what natlll'll .ueh • Petition ahoulil be. We need DOt. in ~ IlCIOODd 
Petition, SO into any lengthy detail of ,all our disabilities and grieYm. 
ces. These are now pretty well Dol"!' .among public ruen in Engbuld. 
and a very brief recital of them will IUftloe for evtn''! purpose. Wh~ 
we mould now bend our chief •• tion to, i8 th18, The imp ..... 
on my mind ii, that the boon we IIPl.\cit,-no, thia iI. mianomer,-I 
mean the conceuian of our just rigbta, will no longer be withheld 
from us. It is to the llritish Parliament We JDUlt look for lPti,mate 
success in tlre accomJlliahment of dlia object; but I fear that. eYeQ 
then, some secret delusion may hereafter be practised towarda nB, II() 

&8 to keep U8 out of wbat the Legislature m~y fully intend to put US 

in posseuion of. The door of admis810n into the Company's service 
may, perhaps, be thrown open to U8 in theory, but completely and 
effectually barred agalnst--u8 in practice. Lest the noble intention. of 
the Legislature should be frustrated in some such way .. this, I pro­
pole that we should at once expreaa our honeat fears on this head, and 
pray for the insertion of a specific clause in the next charter _ may 
be granted. to the East India Company, by which a fair proportion ot 
their patronage may be transferred to India, and by which they may 
be required to maintain two Colleges 10 this country, at the public 
expenlle, on a similar footing to their present Colleges in England. 
ThiS is what I should call fttr play; and this is aU we contend for. 
A portion of the East India patronage might thus be transferred to 
the local Government; who might be empowered, with the .auction. 
of the Court of DUeclors, to nominate our Eut Indian youth, thus 
properly educated in local Colleges, to wntershlpt and cadetlhips in 
the civil and military services. In certain quarters, this is altogether. 
as I have once before said, a mere question of pounds, ahUlinp, and 
pence j but this is surely taking the- matter on ita very lowest aeale. 
I'MY that politi«sl degradation invariably carries along with it f'II6nI. 

degradation; 1IIld, if you leek to degrade any man moral/,. you 
have 0IIl)' to degrade him polUica1lg J and the tJrlng is effeetual1y 
done. I repeat it that, in certain qU&rterl, the wbole affair of the 
public adminittratioD for Briti.h Jn4ia. it entirely a mercenary 
.. ueation of pounda, 1IhiDings, and pence» and I really think that, 
were I ... Bot.blclWd. with a long ,..,.. it wotaJd not be dimcult 
for me to compound the matter with thOR, who teem to have no 
... idea of a grave publie quatioD, ia.olving importut eocialtn4 
..... COJIIIIIlDllbeCll to ... whole community of Chrt.uan JUlUecta. 
o. .... ~ I.J" _have. riaht to be 4IOpIoyed in dle tmi", 



.r the etate, In OUT own Dative land; end, flO long as thia ~ • 
tU:en from ua, we labour under a wrong, and all injustice, that ~ 
the deepest disgrace.pon the authora of our degradation. It wtmld 
tmID be hard and UDju.~ for the sake of puttin, us in pouesaion Iilf 
our right to public employment, to snbject us to the necetJi.ty of 
II!!eking it as a boon at the handa of thote separated from UI by t11. 
distance of half the globe. Hm we are on the spot of our nauvity ; 
and 1iere we are willing to render 'our services to the British Govem­
ment. Why should we be put to the trouble of tra"elling 14.000 
miles from bo~, in quest of. wliat we might never obtain? The 
thing ought to be placed within our reach on tlle spot; it ought 
to be made accessible to us at our own doors. 

With these sehtimen~ Gentlemen, I ~y we have a right to 
complain -of our grievan<'ell;' and complain we will, loud and long, 
iill we are heard and answered; and 1 would, therefore, conclude by 
tMrding the motion ju~t made by Mr. Pote, and seconded by Mr. 
Derosio, lUI already read to this M~ting. 

The Resolution was, in consequence, unanimously carried ; 
and Mr. Byrn rose to say, that a Petition was in course or 
prept'8tion, and would be in due time submitted for approv­
aL A ~ of thanks was then passed to the Chairman, 
and the Meeting dissolved about half past Itwo o'clock. 



CONNBCT&D .WITH 

The rett1rn of Mr. iUcketts to his native country, a.ft'orda 
the East Indians' Petition Committee an opportunity of lay­
ing before their constituents, an account of their transactions 
for a period of something less than two years. The p~.,. 
ings of Mr. Ricketts, while in England, as an Agent ofdle 
But Indians, are 80 explicitly and fully detailed in his Report 
to the Committee, that nothing of any consequence appean 
left to them to enter upon. Without further remark, 
therefore, the Committee procee4 to submit the followiDtJ 
communication £lorA Mr. Ricketts, for die general infor­
mation of all concerned:-

To H. PALMER, EIJQ. 
Seer.", to the EWlt IndiafUl Petition Committae. 

SUI, 
My former letters to the Committee will have regularly apttrfled 

the of. the gradual progress made in our yery important puD1ic .. 
in JIlngIand; ud my lutletter to you, ftGlllRioJaneiro, under date the 
_ NO"feJnller, will have informed them of the untoward circwutall­
eel 'Wb,ieh led to my '#erf aeriOllJ cd protracted detention A)D the 
,.... from Lolldon to Calcutta. H&~ng nOW', __ a kind:Pro. 
'f1a.oe. happily eteaped the perils of & t.ec!iout 't01., tnd ~ 
fa IIIfecy iO m,. DlltiVtl land, [feel it ineumbeot OIl IIIIt .. dGt to ., COJIId._-. tl) -t»dJ.the wbo~ su1Qectfllmy ~ ill ... -.... 

:It 



~ .. 
,.,.,..a,point f1l view; &1lcl in 80 c1oiJas, 1 will ende&.,our to take ... 
~.,e glance at all that hu poe by, 10 as to put them in ........ 
DOD of each ad flfery particular, which it may be of any coo.,. 
quence for them to bow. 

Thanks to the bnpro.ecl spirit of the Ige, in which it is our hap­
'py lot to live; our callie is Olle that need. little or no advocacy to .. 

cure for it the warm interest and Ilearty c:o-operation of every honest 
and liberal-mtnded man. When I tint reached London, on the 27t,h 
of Dt'cemberJ ,829, (having arrived at Falmouth on the i8d,) a per­
fect Itranger as I was to aD around, the aspect of ~ings, in referuCl 
to our great work, appeared dark and gloomy to my mind; while the 
bleak drearineal of a desperately severe winter, conspired not a Utde eo 
enhance the difficulties of my situation. All the gentlemen oqan.ect. 

eel with Parliament, moreover. &8 wen as Mr. Crawfurd, the aocre­
dited Agent for the inhabitants of Calcutta, for whom 1 had brought 
letter. of introduction, through the kindntj88 of our friends in India, 
were at this time absent in the country; 80 that I had to grope in the 
dark, 811 it were, tilll could find out a pMper way of proceed.mg. To 
malte lOme sort of a beginnmg, therefor!:, (smce a beginnmg mUIt be 
made in every thing,) I took up my position, by the advice of a kind 
friend, in a set of lodgings, very centrically situated, in Claremont 
Plaoe, PentonVlUe ", which gave me the double advlllltage of tRY ... 

ling either way to the city in one chrection, or to the west enc.l of the 
town in the other, as my future en~ents might reqwre. 

As Parliament was to open on the 4.th of February, the Member. 
lOOn began to Bock into town.; some a httle ~fore, and some a litde 
after, the commencement of the Session; and I, of course, kept an etger 
watch for the arrIval of those with whom 1 Wal more immediately to 
have to do, and al80 for such otherl as were likely, from the lrnoWll 
.tamp of their public character, to take an mterest in our 10lltneglect­
ed political conchtion. Having, accordingly, once broken the ice, I PJO­
eeeded step by step in the matter, until it W&8 not long before dae 0b­
Ject of my mission to England became pretty gserally known. With 
perfect truth, 1 can affirm, that ill no one instance w8IIl ~ .. 
tel the VieW taken of 0\11 cue ; for I really found 80 decided a ~~ .. 
li'bcnl-mindednesa among public men in general, (with but 0Ile _ 

hfO exceptiona, in the cue of thOle oftlcially COIIDICted with tb&~ 
of ;1tlc1ia,) that 1 felt myself transported, as it were, Uno a new ~~ 

I ........ ~ lIlY ~ to Broobby lfne.ot,udf'rcJm-a...e 
$0 Cloudelley Terrace, both 11) the l&IIle aeipbollrilood. 



poJitiel, quite d_mUat 10 what we are ueuiIly ~~ed ,ttl' 
kbO'W'ta India; 110 mueh 10, that 'What was habh~ ~~,d 
atlmired II I laudable spirit of high-toned poUtkiII 1iheniIit)' in that 
country, aID01l1It.ed, in the Itmoaphere of England, tow>tliIlg more 
than the mere incipient partl of the science. 

In 110 saying, I mWitnot be understood to insinuate Illy thing Uk. tblt 
most distant reflection upon the pmmtunity of Oalcu~ who, 10 far 
.. individuality of public eharacterogoes, and even taken .. I colIec­
ave whole, may fairly vie with any public body, under a1milar circ~ 
stances, in any part of the civilized .world; but th~ comparatively 
feeble and deteriorlted quality of politics in India, viewed by way of 
contrast with the state of dtings in England, even on mattenl of ind.i.a­
pen_bIy vital importance to the real public good, is easily accounted 
for, by I simple advertence to the ping rLct of a peculiar anomaly in 
th1!! commercio-political frame of state admini.tration in British In­
dia, which gives rise, in many instances, to an awkward cJ.aebing of 
commercial interests withtlpolitical good, on a liberal and an enlarged 
sede; and this inevitably leads to the enactment of restrietive and 
compulsory laws, backed by austere and extra-judicial penalties, involv­
ing coo often the sacrifice of the latter for the undue protectiqn of 
the~er. ~, 

But to return to the point, and to give' you a .triking instsnce iu 
illustration of what I mean, the Committee may probably remember 
how much was thought, by our friends in Calcutta, of Sir Charlllll Gre,.'. 
Jettei' to me, in which he declilled giving us the aid of hi, pecuniary 
subscription, towards the furtherance of our public undertaking, mere­
ly becaWJe he happene4 to conclude in these words: ' At the same 
time, I am desirous to add, that, in my opinion, the class of perlOna, of 
whom you are the Agent, have many juat claims upon thOle in whom 
the power ls vested of altering the laW8 of this country, for a tull and 
attentive consideration of their preaent political condition.' This quot­
ed puaage from the letter ill question, merely goes to acbowl. 
the jUitnell of our clafms to be heard and considered,-a position wIWlhl 
in England, WII altogether regarded as a vapid common-plaee truiam, 
datit1lte of all intrinlie importance to our cause. 

On the ltt of February, II a preUminat')' step to future ~1Igt1 
l'ei1led at the IndiHlouae, in Leadenball8treet, Bnt to., Mr. LocIi, 
.. Chainrlan 01 the Court of Direeton. aDd afte.nrart.J. Mr. .... 
fhtG Deputy ChairIDG The formeneceived ~e with a ~ 
....... GIIIeW ~1; aD4 we en .... irate &II .., .,., •• 1ioD 
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.cqa tbp.ttatc.oltbiJIgI ill npnl tel OW' et.. A.m4mg olber.,..,.... " . ~.t there •• ftl/rf ~~ OIl .. pert oldleca.c, to 
.-., the 1. &rienDoet complained olin OUJ' Pedtioa 1101''''' 
_t ; but that. 10 far .. nprded Dill' poJiUeal ~diID. there. ... 
AQIIle difficulties h~volved in the cue, .web required paw CQIDIicla­
~. Theee diacalti.el, no doubt, beIag to the abatract q\lelltiaD of 
&at Illdia patIoDage, which'it qown to be 110 jaual,. pr.eteotId 
and guarad apintt au. eneroacllment. The latter teemed rather uJ 
to fue the.~, to .. to enter freely UPOIl it; and COIIduded by.,.. 
ins, th,t a Mefilber ofParliam~tu he wu, the whole qV.e&~on wouY, 
of OO\U'le, come before him in the proper place, when tNr PetitQnhOlllld 

be,preamied to the Houe. 
Since my interview. with Mr. Loch and Mr. Astell, as jUlt ilia.. 

&ODed, I repeated my call o~ the former, and &l1lO made it a point to 
I!IIIe Mr. Campbell, the praent Deputy Chairman, together wich Mr. 
Bdmoos\;ODe and Colonel Baillie, two other Directors; the two former 
of whom (Mr. Campbell and Mr. Edmonr.ooe) shewed an aptitude 
to take a pretty fair view of the matter, though the latter (Colonel 
&iDle) by no means went to any thing like the same extent. Of Mr. 
Loch, I must decidedly say, that, 80 far as I am capable of judging, 
he appears to be an npright and a well-intentioned legislator for 
India; though, perhapa, nke many others, strongly warped and ham. 
pered by the force of prescriptive custom and usage, the .tubborn 
growth of pr~udice and self-interest. Mr. Loch very frankly bore 
testimony to our general retpectability~ al a clua improving in intelli­
gence, and incre.jng in numbers. Mr. Campbell did preciaely the 
.. me, making honorable &llUluon to some with whom he 19'118 per_ 
IIOnally acquainted in the Indian Army at Madras. Nor was Mr. 
Edmonstone at all backward in this way; for he told me, without 
scruple, that India was II much hu native country as m1/9CDn, having 
spent the beat part of hialife in it; and, when the eonnraatioD tumed 
upon pur litn'*' for offices of trust and importance, he mentio.necl &8e 
names of Mr. Breton and Mr. Dunbar, two of our coUll~ 
wboee mental attainments, be said, he bad ample opportunbiea te 
know, and whom he eonaidered u eminently qualified tAl 611 any ti,. 
~n whatever. As to Colonel Bamill. however unpalatable it may be 
fqr IDe to do 110, still a eacred r~ to truth requirel me to .., of w.. 
tllat th.e tendency of his observa.ti.ona ""ClUed too muah of the ~ 
of antiqui~. and looked "ery Jike a studied at&emp\ $0 throw coW 
__ upon the.fire ofa laudable zeal. ftowiJIg from a.good ..... 



011 .. ,.na .of .tile .-e mcmth, I had *D bttemew whh Lard 

~h, PreIIidelt 01. Bocd 1)f ~'. 'III'afi 'many 
iaquirie8 ill_ 01U' OllIe, in the prMuee o( his then 8eeretary, -"'/0() • 
... ; the eequtll of which .11, that be would eoI'ltnllt the LaWOt!. 
__ of the Onnm on the legal techniealitie& of the matter'; tit. 
leavilll. untouched, the other point connected with Blit IntfU patf01i.. 
ap,_ qastiOl1 evidently of grav" impOrtance in eertain qu~ • 

Bf this ume, I was in polliel!lkin of suflicient data to 'be able (0 
judge, tba, nothing in a sauafactory or tangible shape wu to haft-beeh 
looked for at the Indi&-hoUlle,-that gretlt imperial mll!'t of lucraU .... 
paU'CIOaP for Britieh India; and I acoordingly 'heeame fuDy TeIOlv­
eel to tum my undivided attelltion to another and a higher puWI: 
tribunal • 

In purBuanee of this reeolution, and con~rrently with Mr. Crawftard, 
1 engaged the Right Honorable C. W. Williams Wynn, on the lttti 
of February, to present our Petltion in the Houae ofConnnon., which, 
the moment the subject wtth mentioned to him, he most cordially agreed 
to undertake; and not only 80, but also named one or two Peers, who, 
he thought, might, with advantage, do the same in the House of LOrciL 
WIth my ready concurrence, therefore, Mr. Wynn very kindly 
arranged the matter with the Earl of Carlisle, on whom I accordingly 
waited with the Lords' Petition, on the 2d of March7 & 

~ Things were in Buch a train, when I ea1led at the Jndia Board, in 
Cannon-Row, Westminster, on the 6th of the same month, to obtain III 
interview with Lord Ashley, a·Member of the Board; who, in happy 
accordanoe with his known liberal-mindedncss, received me ,very cor­
dially, and readily entered into a frec conversation on the subject of 
my milltlion; and 80 lively an interest did be take in the matter, clearJy 
the reault of Ins own views, that be frankly volunteered himaelt' to be 
the medium of preeenting our Petition in the House of Common •• 
Upcm this, I, of eoul'Ie, made his Lordship acquainted with the true 
stl.te of the ease, in regard to the arrangement already concluded with 
Mr. W}nn j but atin, though placed in a delicate predicament u"rarcbl 
that gentlemlm, I promised to do my beat 'to obt8ln hiB coneent to a 
t1'IIIIfer • the Petitfmi, .. proposed by Lord Aahley; and I felt myJelt 
quite,..aScd in gobIs thu. far, from till cor/aideration (u Mr. Wynn 
.mee.., eorrectl, 'IIbIer\ted in hi, .peeeb in die HOlue, on the 4th of 
lIht.) dwmu.eIi weight would doubtleli attach to the very fact orio 
pNdioeht • put being tUen in our favor by a Noble Lord tiling • 
MiDI .... 0Ib at tJi; India Board, and aUo from tb" 6rm 'be1let in 



fay trlbtd, that Mr. Wynn would himaeU' readily concur in the aDle 
Nw of the IRtter, and geuerou&ly waive all scruples of pe!'IOftaI 
delicacy about it. Nor in this was I at all diaappointed; for Mr. 
Wynn, wheR I aftenrarde called to IJ«!e him on the IUb~t, literally 
IIeted out the very part I had just before, as it were, theoretically 
siYen him due credit for. 

Lord Ashley further told me, that ~e would confer with hi, colleaguea 
at the India Board, and 1Ilso with the Chairman and Deputy Chairman 
at the India.-hau&e, to feel their pulse on the Bubject, 10 as at once to 
00 the thing in a fair and open. way; and that, if I would favor him 
with a call, two days after, at his private residence ft1 King-street, St. 
James'e, he would let me know the result. J accordingly waited upon 
his Lordship on the 7th, whe~ he gave me a cordial reception j telling 
me, with expressions of great pleasure, and much to his credit, that all 
Will iettled in the mOllt satisfactory manner, since the home authorities 
were now quite willing to throw open to our class every branch of 
the regular service in India, without any IKstinction or reserve; and 
that, 110 far as the legal dIsabilities went, after due consultation with 
the Law Officers of the Crown, they would be fully prepared to remove 
them by a legislattve enactment suited to the case. AU this, his Lord. 
ship said, he would have the pleasure to state publicly in his speech, 
while presenting our Petition. He moreover added, (in consequence 
of my expressed wish to see matters adjusted at an early period, pre-. 
paratory to my returning to India,) that the India Board would in­
struct the Court of Directors to write out to the Bengal Government in 
their next despatches, apprizing them, officially, of what had taken 
place j and, to enable me to return with satisfaction to my constituentil 
in India, that he would gtve me a pledge in writing to the purport 
that all should be carried into efteet. 

Nothing could have been more honorable to Lold Ashley, than the 
very fair and liberal part he had so spontaneously taken in the affair; 
and, if things underwent a different turn not long afterwards, as tlre 
sequel will shew, I must freely and unequivocally acquit his LordJWp 
of all voluntary fault whatever. So far from imputing blame to him 
OIl this account, I have always been foremost to sympathize with Irlm 
fM the awkward embarrassment, in which he soon became in'4'oi'4'ed. by 
reuon of circumstances beyond his control. Public men acting on the 
broad basis of liberal views and principles, wiU IOmetimes be hamper_ 
ed in this way, but without necessarily entailing on themeelves aDT 
impeachment of their mon1 Ol' political conaiatency 81 intli'riduala ; 
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and lArd Aahley .11, I lID 1U1'e, precilely 80 .buaW..iD a _IJtIIqUlliUt 
_tip of the aftair. 

The Commcma' Petition was accordingly now to have ~ ~ 
by Lord Aahley on an early day; but, just about thiI drDe, .Lord 
EUenborough interfered so as to keep the matter in 1u.apeDJe, uudJ 
he should conlUlt the Law Officers of th! Crown on the technieal ~ 
IDvolved in our ~ •• Matters thul remained until the 8d of April. 
(prior to which, however, I was accustomed to see Lord AIbley 
once or twice a week, generally by. appointment, -and lIOIJleWDell 
of my own &OOOM,) when, calling upon his Lordship, agreeIbly 
to appointment, in order. to hal'(! < a little more familiar cou.v~ 

sat10n with him on the lubjeet,' to use his own words, he, evidentl,.. 
wlth much proper keenness of feeIWg; to!.d me that < he was aI. 
most ashamed to see me that moming; as, Jince his last appointment 
with me, and after all the open and str&1ght-forward manner in ",blell 
I had acted throughout, &e was sorry to be obliged to say that things 
had taken a sudden tum, by which he felt himself restrained from pre­
senting the Peution, however Willing and happy he might still be to 
do 80.' His Lordship's apology to me on this account, was mOlt ample 
and kind, and quite characteristic of his own honorable straight.­
forwardness; and I, of course, very readily exculpated him from all 
deserved blame in the matter, strongly abve as I was to the pressins ) 
and unavoidable exigency of the case. This ludden tum took place 
between Tuesday the 80th of March, (when Lord Ashley, accord.i.ll, 
to Parliamentary usage, gave notice in the House of hi, intention to 
pretleDt our Petition 011 Monday, the 5th of April.) and Saturday, 
the 3d, when I saw him a greeably to appointment. 

Though most feelingly disappointed as to the prompt adjustment 
of the question, accordmg to the original plan, yet Lord Aahley .. ur­
eel me that there was every symptom of a friendly disposition, on the 
part of the Government, towards our long-neglected claims; and tb.at 
they merely wished to take evidence on the IIubject before the Select 
Committeeaof both Houaeeo£ Parliameo$, and, after thoroughly siAlng 
and weighing the w~le matter, to decide. upon the real merits of the 
case. No poeaible oldection could, of ool\fle. h,ave been mille to 80 fair 
and .reasonable a mode 4)f proceeding; ace there w .... no doubt in 11)1 
IIliftd as to the t1nal result, 80 long as the LePalatur1.l did but do ~ 
duty j pd, iDd~ were this CO\ll'8e lWOIl'ed on at an earlier stase-of 
the buailUlll, the circ~tance would hal'e been h&ilyd by .. ,wiila 

• See Appendix, No.1. 



~ .. tia&cti0lt. As it wu, an alloy U) that ~ __ 
i1oDg..nth the natural diappointment resulting from the di ....... 
,far • regw."ds the ~ queatiCln of time, between a sUl1lll1J!'f ....... 
lIient, foundeci 'UpGIl a &trcmg eag~yed view of the who1eaae, aDd 
• more tardy ODe, gro'tUlded upon the lingering pr0ce&8 of a formal aad 
protracted investigation; nOJl was this feeling of just disappe1nameut 
the less ~t, from the consida-ation that Lord Ashley had, for tlte 
present, 80 unexpectedly failed in compassing his noble views of things. 

As mattera t.ook 10 astounding a turn, I was once more reduced to 
the delicate altematne of goini back to Mr. Wynn:, with a plain.tory 
of the whole case, as it them stood, in order that be might again kiD4. 
ly undertake to present our Petition in the HoUlle of Commona, .. 
originally planned; and, indeed, if proof were wanting of that gentle­
man's dignified sacrifice of personal feeling, and of Ida sincere wish to 
promote a pubhc Cluse, pirely on public grounds, this proof was amply 
furnished to my mind, ~ hiS unhesitatm, readiness to comply with 
my second request. To Mr. Wynn, therefore, (no less than to Lord 
Ashley, for his laudable intentioDs, temporarily frustrated by others,) 
ate the East Indian public doubly indebted for the vital services 10 

cheerfully rendered by him on this occasion. 
Before I proceed any further, I ought here to mention, for the 

uke of chronological order, that, agreeably to a pledge given to my 
constituents in Calcutta, I addressed a letter, on the Srd of March, 
to his Grace the Duke of Wellington, transmitting, for his perusal, 
a printed CQPY of our Petition, and requesting the favor of an audi. 
ence; and also one of a similar tenor to M~. Peel (now Sir Robert) 
of the Home Department. Both the one and the other of these public 
functionaries, hke men of buainess, were alike prompt and polite 
in their replies respectively. The latter assigned the multiplicity 
of his public avocstiolll as a reason for asking me, If convenient, ... 
communicate what I had to 11&1 in a written fonn; admn" bo.w. 
ever, that • he would flee me aome time hence, if I still tho\aaht 
an interview necessary.' The fonner suggested the espediencl o£ 
my communicating, in the lint instance, with the President of \be 
Board of Control, and with the Chairman of the Court of ~; 
if after which, I still wished for &1l audience, His Grace would appIitlt 
.. time for lieeing me. To this I wrote in reply, to ." that Iliad 
a1readJ Opened a communication with the two quarters pointed MI& 

, to me i ancJ;.iwould, therefore, of courae, avail mpelf of the promilIed 
auclieoce. A. rcIJoinder from the Duke purported to give me alQl't 
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of ~ portrait of bis numerou!I en~ts durhlg the 
day; ill eoDHqUenC8 of which, hia Grace aid, "he 'tfO\lld be much 
obliged to me, if I would put in writing what I wiIbed &0 repra. 
BeIIt; but that, if I could IIOt do 80, he would endeavour to find 
time to receive me at an early hour in the morning." Upon thil, 
J wrote back to inform his Grace, that I would do myaelf the honof 
to wlit upon him any morning he. might appoint for the purpoee. 
Here the correspondence moat abruptly dropped; npr did J h_ 
from the ])uJce again. As to Mr. Peel, J replied to lUs letter, to say 
that, having seen a~eble Lord at the IUdia Board, (Lord Ashley,) sinoe 
first writing to him, I considered that the necessity for troubling him, 
either with a verbal or written communication, ceased to exiat; and 
would not, therefore, intrude upon his 'ValUAble time, occupied, as he 
must be, with various matters of importance·. 

So far as Mr. Peel is concerned, I must allow that all was right 
and proper; but I confess I had, and stu have, some misgivings • about the perfect decency of the Duke's silent retraction, under 
the circumstances of the case, and after once poaitively giving me 
to understand that he would see me a at an early hour in the mom­
ing j" and the only way I can possibly account for it in my own mind, 
is thia. The Duke was in almost daily intercourse with Lord Ellen­
borough, on one subject and another, lUi a Member of the Cabinet; and 
it is more than likely, that, after conversing with him aboQt our Peti­
tion to Parliament, his Grace did not deem it worth whue seeing me, 
18 he had just before intendeJ. At all events, if such was really the 
Cllioe, a very ordinary degree of official courtesy might have dictated 
the propriety of a brief apologetic answer, at once simply telling me 10. 

Thus much have I felt it right to say, by no means in a tone of .:o)JI­

pllint, but merely by way of necessary explanation, 10 far as regards 
my abortive purpose (without any fault of mine) to obtain an inter­
view, fint with the Duke of Wellington, and then with Mr. Peel. 

Atter this, beyond my continued interviews, from time to time, with 
difFerent Memben of 'Parliament, whose names it may, perhaps, be 
needless to mention, and also an interview with Lord C~thorpe, who, 
through another gentleman, expressed ~ wish to see me t, nothing of 
any consequence oeeurred. until the preIIW.tment of our Petition by 
Lord Carlisle, in the Houae of Lords, on the i9th of March. H" 
Lordabip 'Very ldDdiy &ave me an order of admiiaion into the ~ 

• 
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elIat I mtsht "ita_ the debate on tne oecuiOl'l; but 10' fStreIJleIy 
unfortUnate .. u I, W'lten I reached the place, as to find m,..u-jut 
• Httl. too late to reslize my wishee in that respect. tn thi. instance, 
.. it turned out, I "asled into a mistake about the exact hour for 
the opening of the BOUfIe; and, as the Petition wu presented among 
\be earlier buaineu of the. evening, I thus stupidly rnisaed the 
anticipated satisfaction of seeing. things for myself, but from no fault 
whatever on tl:!e part of Lord Carlisle. 

On the 8lst of March, in obedience to a summons from the House 
of Lords"', I attended to give ~vidence before theV Select Committee 
on the affairs of India. The Committee Meeting was well attended; 
and the Duke of Wellington was also present on the occasion. Most 
of the Peers shewed an inclHlation to draw out to public view, by the 
fair drift of their questions, the aggravated evils of our civil and politi. 
1.'&1 condition; while Lord Ellenborough was the only one amolli 
them, who, assuming aifort of ex-officio ,eosition in the affair, endea­
voured, by tile ordinary process of cross-examination, to palliate and 
IOften down, 81 much 11.8 possible, the otherwise glaringly !!elf-evident. 
hardships of our case. A manuscript copy of my evidencc.,n thi. 
oCC8~ion, as taken from a printed one belonging to Lord Carlisle, 0c­

cupies a place in tbe Appendixt. 
While on this part of the subject, I msy as well mention that it 

wu in the House of Lords I first saw Sir Alexsnder Johnston,-a name 
110 familiar to the m8rited applause of India, on account of its associ ... 
tion with much public good, emanating from all his liberal-minded 
career, whilst Chief Justice and Member of Council at Ceylon. H. 
wu also in attendanc~ at the House, for the purpose of giving evidence 
on India affairs; and, after some interesting converaation between lIa, 

~ouching my mission to England, he gave me his card for the sake of 
renewing it more fully, at hie own house, on a future day To Sir 
Alexander, 11.8 truth and justice require me to avow, lowe a peeuijar 

claiji of obligations, for the characteristic ardour of mind, with which 
he so readily entered into our case ; for the vllry warm interelt he 10 

ateadily continued to take in it, and for aU the personal ltind au_tiona 
110 uniformly shewn me up to the day of my quitting England. , 

ThUll much must I .y of him just now; but a principle of fair deal­
ing with all partiell, will coustraill me to renew the sub,ject in a s\1blo. 
'!u.nt part of this letter. 

• See:Apperuiix, No •. 12 and 13. t See No. 14. 



But tD I'$U'D from thia seemiDg di~OII. Th4~. vaod9a IIOW' 
intervening, which lasted. for three week&, all b~ J'U,o of CQurae, 
suspended in both Houaes of Par1iameDl; and. 800n after WI resump­
tion of the &es&ion, our Petition was pr.-ented by Mr. W'YJUl, in tIut 
RoU8t! of Commonl, on the 4th of May. Never before,ainoe illY ~val 
in England, did I witness a more intel~t.ing spectacle. than tl,ie onlf 
preseuted to my sight on this OCCI.S\oD; Ind Mr. Wynn very kiadly 
secured a seat for me in the House, below the gallery. where I truly en.. 
j oyed a rich mental feast, aiForded by the warm debate ariamg from the 
&ubJect,-one which, was now, for the fint time, fairly and tangibly 
brought before the· Legislature. Without exception, it was decidedly 
the best &bing in the way 01 a debate in the House that evening. as WII 

alao acknowledged by others; and Mr • .cra.,furd, who was likewi .. 
present, came up to congratulate me on the peculiar warmth of interest 
shewn to be felt by the different speakers, and on the happy issue of 
the business, ao far as it went. 

To Mr. Wynn, theref;re. and also to Sir James Mackintoth and 
Sir Charles Forbes, to Mr. J. Stewart and Mr. Wolryclle Whitmore, 
are the East Indian public pre-eminently indebted, for the highly bene­
ficia! reSults accruing from their parliamentary exertions in an aifair, 
which concerns a poli ticall y degl adcd and proscribed class of Christiau 
population, subject to the rule of a British-Christian Government, at 
the distance of half the globe. Nor are our obligationa, in this respect, 
the less due to Dr. S. Lushington IU\d Mr. J. Hume; who, but for the 
lateness of their arrival on the particular evening referred to, would 
have taken their full share in the debate. 

The separate debates' on our Petition in both Houses of Parliament 
were, it is true, reported in the Newspapers of the day, but,in 10 

imperfect and meagre a way, as to leave no more than a mere rkel&o 
ton of the thing; and it, therefore, became necessary for me to loot 
~where for a more full and detailed account. It was now I began 
to regret that I had not employed a epedal Reporter on our own ao­
count; but this omission is to be ascribed, not to any lacIt of wUl to 
do my best in every way. but purely to the chilling and benumbing 
inftuenee of an Engli~ climate, which ~I. often luch as almost to .tUJ.. 
tif,- an old Indian, always accustomed to breathe in a ",arm ladtude, 
aad to deprive him of much of that ready-witted p~ce of mJud. 
and of that .taid composure of judgment. which are found to be 10 

emineatly useful in the active business of life. It soon occurred to 
me, bowenr, that a work caUed .. The Mirror of Parli~ent." was tbe 
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l' 
.,. eoU1'Oe whence the de8clency might be aupplied to adVCttlp ; 
and here I can only say, to the credit of Mr. Barrow, the Editor of 
that publication, (it being intended solely far the me of 8Ubeeriben,) 
that I had no difficulty in compauing my object, For the complete re­
port, therefore, which I afterwards published in the more eonvenient 
form of a pamphlet, (1,000 copies of which were forwarded to the 
Committee at Calrutta, 400 to the £ast Indian community at MIdras. 

200 to that at .Bombay, and a considerable number circulated in Eng. 
land,) we ue i~debted to the Conductor of the Mirror of Parliament; 
but for wLose disinterested kindness in thus &CC91Ilmodating me, I 
mUit have been doomed to sink into bopelese ~ppointment, with 
• mere echo of gon&-by interesting speecbes' tingling in my ears. 

80 fu as regards Lord Oarlisle's speech, however, I deem it my 
duty, in justice to his Lord8hip, to insert in the,Appendix, a letter­
",ritten by him, on receiving a few copies of the printed debates which 
t sent. Aa already explained ill a former part of this letter, J did not 
personally witness what took place in the House of Lords, in reference 
to our Petition; and hence it was very natural for me to conclude, 
that the report of his Lordship's speech, as given in the Mirror of Par· 
liament, was substantially correct; though in this, I was afterwards 
sorry to find myself mistaken. A t the risk of needlessly swelling out 
trul my report to the Committee, already perhaps too lengthy, I have 
prevailed on myself to give a full statement of the case, by inserting 
also my reply to Lord Carlisle'slettert ; which, however, still leaves 
it necessary for me to add a ",ord or two, by way of further eAplan .. 
tion. When Lord Carlisl(' presented the Lords' Petition, on the 29th 
of March, there was no intention in my ~ind to publish the de­
bate separately, on our own account, under an idea that a report 
of it in the Newspapers of the day would suffice for every ordinary 
purpose; and, not having been present on the occasion, as before 
atat.ed, I was naturally led to conclude that all was right, so far 
as the substance of the matter went. Not so, however, in regard 
to the debate on the Commons' Petition, presented by Mr. WynA, on 

the 4>th of May. Having pereonally witnessed what took place in the 
Lower House, I was, of course, better enabled to judge for mytelf; ani, 
seeing but a meagre Newspaper report of the debate the nest day, 
I felt convinced that nothing like justice had been done to the very 
able and interesting speeches of the different Members; and it ..... 

' .. See No. 15. t See No. 16. 
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preciaely tbit .disappointment that gave rile to the tnt idea of' the 
deiirableneu of publishing a new Venton of ~ ~h~A in the perm'­
nent form of a pamphlet. 

With regard to the incorrectnesa of Lord Carlisle', speech in the 
Upper House, I can only account for it in this way. When hie Lord· 
ship rose to present the Lords' Petition, having commenced with 8taty 

jog that it was one from a certaioo c.!us' of the Christian population in 
India, it is likely enough that this circumstance alone was quite 
sufficien t to produce a sort of narcotic efFect on the mini! of the Report­
er, who must have treated the matter as one of 8uboMinate interest, 
relating to a a~-a separated by the distance of half the globe; and 
hence a mere hurried guess, as I must now call it, at Lord Carlisle's 
speech on the occasion, as give!) in the .Mir~or of Parhament. Quite 
otherwise, however, with the Lower House. When Mr. Wynn rose 
to present the Commons' Petition, the cry of (( Order, order" resound­
ed more than once from the Speaker; and Mr. Wynn himself, expe­
nencing some little inconvenience from the prevailing buz in the 
House, very courteously turned round sud requested the Honourable 
:MelD bers to desist for a few moments. Perfect silellce and order being 
now retltored, Mr. 'Vynn proceeded without interruption, and was 
attentively listened to; and the whole of the debate growing out of 
the matter, became strikingly spirited and interesting. 

Before finally quitting this branch of the subject, I must be allow­
ed to expresb my IiCnse of gratitude to Lord Carlisle, for the kind 
share of interest he took in present~ our Petition in the House of 
Lords, and in examining me before the Lords' Committee; and. 
though he had but a Mmple part to act in the matter, and abstained, 
for the rClUltln &sbigned in his letter, from enlarging on our case while 
presenting the Petition, yet our obligations to his Lordship remain 
unaffected by that circumstance • 
. Returning home from the House at a late hour of the night, and 

rising above all influence of climate, I was impressed with feelingl of 
lively gratification at what I had just witneeeed, beyond any thing that 
I can now describe; and the next evening, being present at the East 
Indiana' Dinner Club, then newly formed by some of our fellow-coun­
trymen in London,l there saw many of oW" friend. j and, among the 
rfllt, Mr. H. C. R. WillIone, a firm and .teady adherent to our cornman 
eause. The converaation naturally turning upon the parliamea'*9 
debates of the preceding evening, we were unanimously of opinion that 
we should addre ... letter of d1anb to Mr. Wynn, tnd to the other 
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pntJemm who bad taken 10 praitewortby an interelt in ~_ 
r-«-neg1t!cted rights. Cqpies of bot,b 1)ur letter, and of Mr. W JDIl', 
!teply, will be found in the Appendix· ; aDd I am moat fully penuaded 
in tny own mind, that the East Indian public will not ~ backward 
in redeeming our voluntary pledge, all regard» « a rich harvest of 

grateful feeling in this country:' 
Preciaely a similar letter Wall also addressed by us to Sir James 

Mackintosh and Sir Charles For~, respectively; but from neither of 

them, were we 80 fortunate as to receive a reply. Thi~omillsion on their 
part, however, ill not, in my opinion, to be imputed to any thing like 
want of courtesy, or proper feeling, towards us ~:but may rather be 
accounted for, with regard to the former, (hy the circumstance of a 
serious bereavement in his falpily, JUBt about this time, which of course 

precluded all attention to business; and, with regard to the latter, by 
the fact of his having then been laid up with a fit of severo 
lllul!Il8, which must have produced a like eifect. 

After the presentation of both Petitions, one in the House of Lords, 
fJ\d the other in the House of Common!!, lIS already mentioned, and 
.fter my examination before the Lords' Committee, n<lthing further 
of essential consequence remained for me, than to Walt a similar pro­
cess before the other CommiUee ; aud, indeed, at one time, 1 saw no 
prospect of this taking place during the then present session. The Com~ 

mons' Committee were long occupied in collecting evidence on mattert 
relative to the Chllla tralle, having commenced their work in thil 
department; fJ\d, when' they had fairly brought their proc~dings 
on th&t hea.d to a close, whtch was towards the end of May, for the 
purpose of entering upon India affairs, I thought it my duty to make 
every elfort to get myself examined on an early day, so as to be enabled 
to return to India. Having, accordingly, made the necessary attempt, 
I was told by I\1r. 'l' yun, and 8om~ other gentlemen on the Committee, 
that their regular plan of proceeding Wall such as to hold out little or 
no hope of comphance with my request, until the en&uiug _ion; 
but that, if I were really anxious to return home to Calcutta, they 
would take care to see that other witnesses, who had before r~ded 
iD lodia, should be examined with reference to the civil and politkal 
diaabilitiea of our cue. Thus ascertaining the exact positioll of things, 
I waited a little looger, to see how matters would go, and then mad, 
up my mind to treat for a pasuge to Calcutta, which I &CLuall, 

• See Not. 11 and 18. 
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eJJgaged on the l(.th of June; but, banag onee dorte." IIIO(IJl heg811 
to reflect on the aerioU! gravity of my disappOintmtnt in leaving 
England, without previously doing all that was euendal on my ,-rt 
towards the BUcceaa of our cause. 

Taking this strong view of the matter, I lost no time in reIWring 
once more to Mr. Wynn, to say that l had just engaged a pasaas6 
to Calcutta, but could not leave England with Jlly degree of comfortl 
on account of my non-examination before the Commol,ls' Committee. 
I was told, in reply, that the Committee were now occupied in examin-' 
iug Mr. Lloyd, ~ Company's Accountant-General, on the financel 
of India; but stiU, for the reasons stated by me, Mr. Wynn kindly 
promised that, with the ·concurrence of his colleaguesJ he would 
endeavour to bring about my summary exa~nation, if possible. At 
the same time, I waited upon Mr. Stewart, and one or two other 
gentlemen connected with the Committee, to obtain their friendly 
a.~'lstance m the same way; and, to my great joy arising from agree­
able disappointment, I h;d soon the complete satisfaction to know 
that, under the peculiar circumstances of the case, the Committee had 
most liberally resolved on suspemhng Mr. Lloyd s examination, pro 
tempore, to make room for mine. For their very kind and consIderate 
regard to my wishes on thi& occasion, I must ever feel deeply indebted 
to those gentlemen who so readily interested themselves in my behalf. 
Nor can I here omit to express myself thankful to Mr. Stewart, 
who very kindly offered, if I wished at 8.I1y time to witnl!ll the pro­
ceedings of the Committee, to'introduce me into their ehambers, with 
the concurrence of the Chairman; though other pressing engagem~nts 
interfered with my availing myself of the kind offer. 

Matters being thus catisfactorily arranged, in obedience to alum· 
monll signed by the Chairman of the Committee·, I attended in the 
House of Commons, on Monday the 21st of June, for the purpate of 
giving my evidence. The interrogatories put to me on this accasion, 
happily discover much of a feeling of deep interest in the detaila of 
our cue. Hence the eliciting of many fresh points in my examina­
tion before the Committee in the Lower House, which were left 
untouched before that of the Upper. T!le Cmnmittee adjourned about 
" o'clock in the afternoon, and resumed my examination at their Dftt 

aitting on Thursday, the '40th. My bodily health had, elnee my liNt ar­
rival ill Enfland, OOW began to declme •• i01y, from a ~ 

• See AppendUt, No. 1? 



:'1~"--'M*- of ....... ; ........... t 
, I,. cu be! ~ tlae,JIoue ~. noIaa' .\rri--' tl ..". .. 
~ ~g~ .. I wp ad1'Ued &0 SO 1Mae. Thill, ~ 
I Wined doing.."... .. sreat auielJ to deapatch the bll1m-.. "­
a .. ceeaatiOl\ miP' ., place from the approaching event ol' the 
KiD(1 death, "hieb~, .. it turned out, but two day. after;. 
wi my .a,tomned euo1utioa...... ac:cordingl, gone throll8h. It. 
~\lIC"pt ClIff of In)' evidence before the Committee in the HoWIe of 
CommOPI, .. taken £rom a printed one \Ie1oDging to Mr. Wyun. will 
be found to ~ • suitable ¢ace in the Appendix •• 

tJpon now taking a cool and deliberate retroaPeet of the whole 
matter, I have only to regret my failure in Iflpulaing. with a due regvd 
to jUltiee, and in the ItrOng,.t terms compatible with a IIellle of pro­
per decorum, certain antiquated notions of an iUibenl.tamp, latched 
1ft • particular quarter connected with the India HOUle, &8 embodied 
iii the question. put to me in the course ormy eumination. For thia 
aeIf.cionaeiOUI failure on my part, J hope not to stand chargeable with 
• de6ciency of right feehng lui ted to the case ; unce, in my own de­
fence, I can truly plead a weak state of health, very sensibly afFecting 
my .pirita, doubtless superlnduoed by the benumbing influence of a 
desperately aevere and changeable climate. What I here allude to, 
reprcb queatiOll8 relative to <c colour, caste of mothers, want of men. 
tal qualitications," and 10 forth; the two former being, indeed, 
of 80 grave a magnitude, &8 to prop up a ayetem of aristocracy, 
hued on the ftimsy texture of the din, to the utter overthrow of 
"f!!rY principle of 80und moral philosophy. 

80 far u regards any silly prejudice, arilling'from "colour and caste 
of mothers," these are distortioDs of the fact too puerile and un. 
founded, to deserve a serious thought in the mind of a re&llonable 
beklg; hilt, with regard to the matter of «mental. qualificationll," the 
queation seem. to claim a little 80ber treatment. And here, I would uk, 
what are the quaJ.i1icationl necessarJ to tit men for the public III!nice 
ial India? /t.:re they human, angelic, or divine? If the two Wtea-. 
eo1d and Iibpelea despair belongs to our case, until the MiJleraf.1UIl 
.-u uve done ita perfect werk &lDOIIgat UI j hilt I rather tldut 
.. the qua1illca1iobt 80 much tnmted on, are merely Isamaa ; 
_ ,w'bat are they? EanlmciDg the clrcle of moral qulitlea, Stet ~ 
iii ~ ofUJIifonD probity_rectitude • .tdchlead to~ 
fit,..Wlo ~ ..a ~ throuBh tilt; CIII4, 1ri1h reprct .. 
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rf!el\tal quaJitiell, they are made up of such ingredients, II common 
tense, a 80und 'Understanding, combined with a competent knowl~ 
of English, and the vernacular dialects of. the coun try. and a practical 
aptitude for the despatch of public business. With these qualifications, 
(taken on the lowest sealE', for the mere sake of argument, but which 
may, of course, be carried to a still higher pitch, if desirable,) superad­
ded to an honest regard for the pUOftC good of India, it must require 
the presence of a monstrous political anomaly to bar the door agailllt 
candidates for public employment,-such an anomaly IlS has, I mUlt 
say it to the shame of England, aIre~dy too long been allowed to 
exist in India. 

Having now gone througl. a faithful detail of the main proceedill8l 
connected with my public mission to the 'British Legislature, in what 
further remains I will confine mYhelf tl' a few interesting topics, which 
have occasionally occupied my mind, as bearing a general aspect on 
our case. 

Here I must begin with giving all due praise to Sir Alexander 
Johnston, for the very creditable share of interest, as before observed, 
taken by him in favor of our class. His conversations with me Oil this 
sub,iect, were peculiarly interesting. He told me that, during his 
residence at (,eylon, he paid every attention to the case of East Indians, 
and of the natives in general, on that ~sIand; and it was precisely in 
pursuance of his liberal habits of thinking on such points, that he perae­
,cred, and at length succeedetl ip introducing among them the system 
of trial by jury, so justly admirClI by all civilized nations. He further 
made it a point to elevate their political condition, by throwing open 
bltuations of re&pectabili ty in hili Court, to qualified persons born on 
the ialand, and also the office oflocal Magistrates in the interior, where 
suitable opportunities offered; and, during his periodical circuits, he 
wd all in his power to uphold their personal respectability, by invit­
ing. them to his table, on the same footing with the civil and military 
gentlemen at the different stations. Though not directly connected 
with the subject; still, as so materially reflecting on the highly praise­
worthy public career of Sir Alexander, I may alBo mention, that it 
was be who, with the previous consent.of the proprietors, brought 
about the emancipation of all children born of slave parents, after the 
12th t)C August, 1816, a day fixed for this purpose in honor of the 
then Prince Regent's birth-day; and 80 heartily did the proprietors 
of slaves enter into the truly philanthropic views of Sir.AJexander on 
this point, that, ill many inataDees, they acted upon them to the Jeugth 

» 



wtb'Janclpadng adult ala.,es 01 their own aceord J lfO that, the tre.b 
'Importation of slaves being declared illegal, and the oftBpring CIf 
elaves being free, the horrible traffic in human flesh must, en! long, 
die a natural death, leaving not 'even a vestige of alavery tm the island 
at no great diatance of time. This splendid act of philanthropy alone, 
if there Wen! no other, is 8U1ficient to hand down the name of Sir 
Alexani1er Johnston to the latht posterity in India; but there are 
still two ot1rer poinm, about which Sir Alexander interellted mmaelf' ; 
viz. the inviSious restrietion~ placed on the civil rights of the Catho­
lic community, and the prohibitory laws against the holding of lands 
by Europeans; both of which evils were afterwards accordingly re­
moved. Let it not be IlUpposed, however, that I mention these facta, 

for the paltry purpose of idohzing Sir Alexander. Far from it. I do so 
merely ill a way of deserved eulogy, and just to show what ct.Ift and 
might be done for British Imha, by a public functionary of the requisite 
influence, and of the right stamp. 

As more immediately bearing on our general cause, I must do Sir 
Alexander Johnston the common justIce to say, that hp invarIably 
shewed me many kmd attentions, for which I cannot but ever feel 
thankful. Among the rest, he personally invited me to attend the 
periodlcal Meetings of the Royal Asiatic Society, in Grafton street, of 
which he is a Member, as well as President of their Committee of Cor­
respondence. At his invitation, too, I attended the Annual General 
Meeting of the Society, on the 6th of Tune; Lord Amherst having been 
called to the chair, in the absence of Mr. Wynn, the President, who 
was detained by some business in the House of Commons. On this 
occasion, after the reading of the Annual Report by the Secretary, Sir 
Alexander addressed the Meeting in all eloquent strain, at some length. 
His speech embraced a succinct review of their proceedings in the Cor­
respondence department, during the past year; and, in the widerange 
of his othC!' observations, he took a glance at the varioue tribes inha­
biting different parts of India, and the Eastern Archipelago, eoJleera­
ing whose habits, customs, and manners, and wbose civil polity and 
Jaws relative to the important matters of property, marriage, and inhe­
ritance, the Society still 1atJced much information. To pave the ".Y 
t'or1'el1ledying this defect in some IlOrt, Sir Alexander propoeed, asr-bly 
to tbe pnrport of a previous con,...tion whieh he had whh me OIl the 
Ittbject, to form an Auxiliary Committee of CorreIpoodenee &nIq oar 
eonununity i.n Calcutta, throlIgh my inatnunentality, fur the ....... 
purpose of collecting fraguumts of OdeDtal hi.., frobl clii"Ma~ 



~ la IJMl&ldDg of l1I, be, from the ~ of mog.~ .. for­
bore to delignace UI by any diatinctive name, "leat," II ru, W .. pl.eliperl 
touy, r< he should unintentionally offend the feelings of ageutlema.u in 
the room, wbo, for character, talent, and integrity, WII equal to any Mem­
ber of the Society, wbom he w .. now addressing;" and, for this reII8C)Il,. 

he defined O\U' class by the circumlocutory.appellation of" the deacend~ 
ants of Europeans in Indi .. " Here 'h. enlarged a little by saying, thatl 

in one of bis overland journeys on the Coromandel Coast, he met with 
two gentlemen of this description, a Mr. Hughes and , Mr. Wheatly, 
(the latter since diad,) who, in the course of conversation, imparted 
to him a fund of valuable infgnnation, relative to the surrounding coun-

• try, to such an extent .. he never ponessed before. He further stated 
his firm belief, that a~m08t useful auxilWy ivould at once be secured 

to the Society, by the formation of .. Committee of Correspondence in 
Calcutta, as proposed; and in illustration ofthi., he adverted to the 
high testimony bome to o~ class, by the late Colonel Mackenzie, 
Surveyor-General in India, who went the length of telling Sir Alex­
ander, that, without their valuable aid in the department, the Surveyor­
Generalship could never get on. The Meeting approved of Sir Alex­
ander's suggestion; and the next speaker who rose to addren them, 
(the Honorable Mr. Shore,) highly applauded his speech for the 
comprehensiveness of its views, and concluded with recommending­
that such speeches should, in future, be embodied in a pennauent 
form, for the general informatiop of all. 

I have felt it imperative on me thus prominently to state what took 
place at the Annual Geveral Meeting of the Royal Asiatic Society, OD 

the occasion referred to, in order that the East Indian community at 

large may be aware, that I stand pledged to do my best for bringing 
about the fonnation of an Auxiliary Committee of Correapondence, in 
connection with that Society, and that all public-apirited East lndialUl 
mr.y haTe a full and fair opportunity to aWlt in promotiIII the 
highly praiseworthy object contemplated by Sir Alexander John.ton. 
Whatever may be the preconceived not,iolUl 8Ild intereated prejudicea 
prenlling on this IIlbject in certain quU'terI, I know it to be a £act apd 

one in which I em truly rejoice, that IDf countrymen around me are 
snaIdng rapid .tridell iu the march of aouqd intellect j and that, ev_ 
a things DOW .tand; we call, ha-e and there, point to a poet od JIll 

-yiat, so a pUDJlW'ian. and a logic:im, to an alpbraiat and a mathe­
rn.titi.D , to a Latin and. Frfteh scholar, and nen t.l\ • theoJotPua 
ad • metaphylicilD; in ",ward, they DOW' .f!ry properly begin to awl 
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"'* -1 into enry bOOk ad aomer of tt. great republic of hMen. , 
:After thia open tnd \UlJ'eIe1"fed dec:Jaratioll of the f&et, I ~ to "'pe from being counted too IIIDguille in expecting certain R\!CeII 
in 80 feaaible an undertaJdng; and ODe, too, which must reflect 110 much 
~t on our literary cbaraeter 18 a community. 

I will no. conclude my juat an4 deserved eulogy of Sir Alexander 
Johrumm, by inserting in the 'Appendix· a letter with which he 
favC)red me while at Portsmouth, in reply to a few lines, by way of a 
farewell, that t wrote him, jU8t., before embarking for Calcutta j a fit of 
illn .. hanng prevented my taking leave ofhim'pereonally. A pre. 
noUl communication from me, to which he there alludes, is one which 
lladdressed to him BOrne time before, relative to the state of things at 
Ceylon, and to which he p~omised to give me a full and detailed 
reply at .. moment of convenient leillUre. A copy of thiB, too, perhaps, 
it would be 18 well to thro. into the Appendixt. 

While quitting the subject, however, 18 tegards tbe formation of an 
Auxiliary Committee of Correspondence among our community in 
Calcutta, I cannot refrain from adverting to another point; which, 
though foreign to the specific object of my mission to England, yet, 18 

posaessing a kindred character, fully deserves to be mentioned. What 
I now allude to, is my oWer to the Committee of Managemel}t for the 
Parental Academic Institution, just before I left Calcutta, to lend my 
aid in securing for the Institution, the services of a Professor of Iluperi. 
or classical and scientific attainments, either from England or Scotland. 
FOI" reMons of a financial nature, the Committee declined acceding to 
my propoeal; but more than ever do I now regret that I was not au­
thorized to accomplish 80 very desirable and important a measure. An 
improved tone of education for the rising generation, and for our 
coming pDlterity, on BOnnd principles, forms the brightest hope of our 
future permanent prosperity. Let o~ successors in life be but pro­
perly trained and brought up; let their moral and intellectual attain­
menta but approximate nearer and nearer towards the destined goal of 
a true standard; and I will nndertake to vouch for it, that they will 
p-adually, and at no great distance of time, overcome all unfair' alId 

iJlibenl obstacle. and impecllinenlll thrown in their way, and ultimate­
ly pllt to theroute'fefJ II¥Btem ofrepnlsive and unjust la"a that, under 
whatlmlr pretence,' may be in force against them io any quarter. Un­
der the salutary impuJae 01 a rightly cultivated udnd, 0lU' Blat IncIiaD 

.. See No. 21. T See No. 22. 



,.,-tIl wiD then 1la1'e lCIJ.uhed a IOber aptitude to th1ok, tI1.u, to 
write, and to act on all mattm bearing llpon their IOCial aDd political 
welfare; and lHiberaliam and injustice, in every paIIMibIe form, must 
then, of neceaaity, by the fair triumph of public opiniotl, begin to hide 
their bold aud unblushing front, and leek a congenial retirement lAw 
their native obscurity. 

I am aware that much h .. beeti ·done, within late years, in the mo­
mentous aft'air of education among our clus; aud the genertl air of 
improvement in society, already reauI.tiug from thlt circlUIl8tanc:e, ia 
too obviow to bt-denied: but what hIS .. yet been done in that way, 
up to this moment, CIID onJy be regarded .. the mere preliminary eftbrta 
of a great moral work that stin remains to be aehieved: Nor will I 

• I 

omit this opportunity to avow, that my temporary residence in a dJJ-
tant land has by no means so operated as to produce the ettect or kD. 
pairing my firm and decided predilection for the public good of India, 
or of abating my accustomed ardour of interest in &cheme. for the 
proper elevation of our community in the scale of moral and Qivillied 

life; and, if an unequivocal pledge of this be wanted, the best I can 
offer may, perhaps, be found in the simple fact of my having volunta­
rily restored to their native soil, two of my boys, who accompanied me 
on tbe voyage to England; and who are now deltined, with the free 
and full consent of my mind, to receive all their training for the prac. 
tical purposes oflile on the very spot of their nativity. 

Besides Sir Alexander Johneton, as above particulariled, there are 
many other gentlemen, both in and out of P-arliament, who prof_edIy 
take a laudable share of interest in our cause in England, though no­
thing of any material consequence may have tranapired in my reapee. 
tive communications with them; but there i. one among the reat, 
whom it would be quite unpardonable in me not to mention. I allude 
to Dr. J. Bowring, the talented Editor of the FBltmwtw RevUto, who 
.. ery kindly made himaelf known to me, and hal promiaed DOt only to 
give 111 a fair bearing at all timee, through the medium ofhia quarterly 
publication, but &lao to advocate, on principle, our public C&UJe, ed1tori. 
ally. An intereatiDJ letter ·from him, on a Y'l1r'J importCt point, wm. 
be found in the App$dis:·; and, Indeed. here J may add, wit.hout G • 

.-.ti.on. that. U1!eral public feeIinJ ~ our fayOl' ... indicatell ., 
the fair IpICimen a1fbrded. in that le«et. preafla to a hapP1 ..... 
iD~~ cIiIIn~ quarter IA &pad. 
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v it&,. after all that may be Mid or done through other IUbordinate, but 
not dle leu important channels, it ia in the public spirit to be found in 
the British Legislature alone, that we mUit ultimately seek our ehief 
guarantee for the total abolition of civil and political diaabilities identi­
Sed with our long-neglected case; and, when we take a cursory glance 
at·the operation. of Parliament,.even within the brief period ofthe laat 
few year., a cheering conviction fast.eha upon the mind, founded on the 
known analogy of things, that our ju.st claims to an equal partieipation 
ofrighta and priv)leges, in common WIth the rest of the community, 
will not puaunheeded in that quarter. Witnetl8, for Jnstance, the re­
scindment of the Test and Corporation Act, of antiqu.ated memory, 
which took place in the session of J827 ; and prior to which, public 
offices in the state were so unjustly confined to a privileged class, 88 

they may well be called, to the utter exclusion of all others who might 
happen to entertain religiou. scruples agsinst the partIcular fonn of 
oath prescribed for candidates. Look, again,.at the fact of the Catho­
lic Relief Bill having been passed by the Legislature in the year 1829, 

which at once purported to restore a large proportIon of Irish subjects 
of the British realm to the fair exercise of their just right8, under 
certain limitations. Lastly, let us also advert to the landable attempt 
made in Parliament, during the session of last year, to give the right 
band of fellowship, In matters of legialation, to a body of about 30,000 

Jews, forming by no means an unimportant branch of the Bri tillh popu­
lation in England; and, if we may judl\e from its first failure in the 
House of Commons, only by a trifling majority on the other side of the 
question, it is not, perhaps, too much to predict ~at a secout! attempt 
in the lI&1lIe way will, in all likelihood, be crowned with complete 

success. 
All these facts. put together, and follo,,"ing so closely upon the heels 

of each OU1er, may, I think, not ~nreasonably, be classed among" the 
ligna of the times," as bearing a peculiarly auspicious aspect towarda 
our particular condition iu India; and much substantial good may, 
therefore, surely be looked Cor from the final proceedings in both HoU81!8 
of Parliament, which are likely to take their lhape from a fair and an 
unbiasled coDBideration of the. whole m .... of evidence placed before 
the two Select Committees, and afterwards reported on by them • 

.Just before leaving London, I moat earnestly confided. the talk of 
watching over our case, now fairly before Parliament, to Mr. Craw­
furd'8 visilan~ and attention; of course making Lord Carlisle and 
Mr. W)'DIl duly acquainted with the &rrIIlgement. Amid other prell-



ing a'foeatiGDI connected with the eommereial ~ of Iadia, Mr. 
Crawford, it ia true, as himself repeatedly acknowledged, wu not able 
to render me much ptr'IIOtlal assistance in any way ; but be aaured me, 
at the moment of parting, that, as he had now gone through the 
more onerous parts of his own work, he would, in 'future, take 'Care iO 

identify our cause with other generallllatters, within the scope of Iii, 
pubhc agency. On this assurance, I cau firmly rely; and my eenti­
mentl to the S&lDe effect were expressed in a letter, wl).ich I took the 
opportunity to write him during my detention at Rip Janeiro, u in. 
serted in the Appendix". • 

I have the pleasure to lat before tlbeCommitr.ee my Account-Currentt, 
showing the amount of my entire expenditure, chargeable to the public 
fund raised for the purpose; and, in oider ' that nothing in auy way 
may be kept back on my part, I beg also to transmit herewith a bundle 
of papers, 115 in number, which accumulated in my handa while in 
London. 

This brings me to the close of my career in England, up to the time 
of my departure from Portsmouth, on the 8th of July last; and, if I 
shall be thought to have been gUilty of any degree of lengthy tetliau .. 
ness in the foregoing statement, my best apology will, 1 hope, be found 
in the vast importance of the whole matter, and the oonaequently 
greater necessity imposed upon me to give a full and unreserved de­
tail of all particulars. In what now remains, my pen .hall be conBned 
to a brief recital of one or tWQ points emanating from my short stay at 
Madras. 

On the lst instant,.I was favored with an audience of the Right 
Honorable the Governor, Mr. Lusbington, who gave me a polite and 
urbane reception, and spoke about my evidence before tile Lords' Com­
mittee, toucbing the disabilities set forth in our Petition to Parliament. 
The Governor, 80 far as I can judge, appears to be well dlSPoeed to­
wards our class generally; and he introduced the name of Mr. Hughs 
in conversation, mentioning him as one, " more intelligent than whom 
he never saw." This is preciaeiy the same gendeman, iO whole cha­
racter for much general information Sjr Alexander .Johnston be.r. 10 

high a testimony, as adverted to in a pl',/!CediDg part of this letter. He 
is an extensive landholder in the interior of Madras; and i. 10 well 
vetled in local matters connected with political economy, that" Go­
verIUIlfIDt make no ecruple," a. I wu told, tI to CODIUlt him for infer. 

• &eNo. U. t See No. 25. 



.... OIl eerWn points, which they CIIIIlOt 10 readily deriT.e from -1 

... _ whatever." While retiriDJ from the preseDCe of" Go. 
Temo.r, be yery kindl)' aired me to a ball and .upper at the Ban~ 
iDs Room on the IoJlowing evening; for wlUch mark of pmoaal at­
tention, I muat here expa. mY1le1f' thankful. . 

. Ju.t another point retnaina to be noticed, II eonnected with my l&Iy 
at Madra,a; and, to speak without-nnity, it i. really one alike credit­
able to the pubUc .pirit of the one party, and gratifying to the belt 
feelings of tbe o\her. What I refer to, is the very cordial and friend­
ly reception I met with among oUr community at thatj>reeidency. Not 
to mention the many pe!'lOIlal marks of kindness individually ahown 
me by one and all, they collectively, as a b&iy, invited me t1rst to a 
public dinner, on the evening of the Sd, and then to a ball and supper 
on that of the sth. On both these occasion., the arrangements made 
were .uch AI to reflect the highest credit on all concerned; and, in 10 

saying, I do no morelthan give the echo of ~eneral opinion about the 
matter. At the public dinner, the Garrison band was engaged to play; 

and several loyal and patriotic toast. were most cordially and entbu­
lilltically drank, preceded by warm and eloquent speeches, and follow­
ed by appropriate tunes; two of which, much to their credit be it said, 
were composed on the spur of the occasion, expressly to welcome my 
arrival among them-. Under the irresistible power of such kind and 
friendly treatment, spontaneoualy emanating from themselves, my na­
tural feelings, as may be expected, we~ drawn into full exercise, and 
fairly overcome; and I could not restrain the strong impulse of my 
mind to make some feeble attempt at giving them utterance, not only 
at the time when my name Wcame promine~tly lIIlSOCiated with • 
special tout proposed and drank with much enthusiasm by the com­
pany, but also in a letter which I was afterwards impelled, by motives 
of pure gpatitv.de, to addrll8& to Mr. P. Carstairs, the gentleman who 
preaided at the table, preparatory to- my sailing out of the Madn,I 
roadst. Nor did our kind friend. at.Madraa content themaelvea with 
th_ glowing efl\uion. of public lpirit on Ie) patriotie an oc:eaaion. 
They, moreover, geueroualy came forward with an oWer to defray my 
hotel expen&e8 during my .tay ~ong them; and. though mothea of 
penoul deUeacy inftuellced me to widutand the gratitlcation of their 
lauda\l,e impulae in thia way, yet .. heart-felt aenee of I1lch their 
lpoutanlOu kindness remaina 1lDa~gly impreued OIl JIl)' mlDd. 
- .. Ricketta'. ~h." and .. Ri~'. Welcome to Madraa." 
.,. See AppeDCiilt, No. 2ti. ' 



AJicl DOW to briDg t111 Repan to tlIe (' ........ '. t6 & 8iIal .... 
WheI1 I lteadily look back upon the put, I have fMf1 _ m dle 

world to JefJUd my deputadon to England .. by fW dut dlOIt hap­
py period of my public career; and jWltly proud do I feel of the hlgb 
tone of'wutary confidence thUi repoeed in me by my feIlow ..... tl1 .. 
men; w~ fair and honest approbation oemy prooeedinsI. ifaell fte 
deser1'ed, II the highest pinn~ <tJf honor, .. well .. the ...... 
amount ofl'5'ard, to which I .. pire. Finally, ftom the very bottolll 
of my heart do I bless God, for having apared my life, under TC'f try .. 
iag circumltanCleli in a distant land, and alIo on a periloulVoyage back; 
for the plung aymptomll of BUcceu already VouchIafed to o¥f pu.hUc 
CBuae ; and for once more festoring me in mett to the lod of my bIritl, 
and to the boeom of a family endeared to uJe by the atroDgeet h, 
and by a ~d best consideration&. 

I am, 

Sir, 

Your obedient and faithful Servant, 

JOHN W. RfCKETT8. 

CALCVTTA., illt Ma,.c'h, 1831. 

p, S. Since the reading and approval of the above Report, at the 
Public Meeting held at the Town Hall, on Monday the 28th March, 
and while the Report is in the press, authentic intelligence hu reached 
Calcutta, of a complete change in the Ministry in England. Thia II a 
circUJI!stance that looks like the very finger of a kind Providence for 
averting evil, and producing good; and mUlt be balled with,a sort of 
rapturous joy and gratitude, by every we1J,.wlaher of the human nee, 
as portending a ci vU and political regeneration in every part of the 
civilbed world, to which the COUDJels of the British Cabinet extend 
their wutary iniluence. We may, therefore, I think, rest .. titfted 
that, amid the great vortex of general poHtieI. India;' the brighteiC 

gem in the British crown,' will nqt be overlooked by the DeW MiDJ.. 
try; the ciIlcid\ld liberality of whoee bDWD political charaoter. (com­
poled u it is of men renowned in the biacory of public opiaioll for all 
that II truly great .wi Qoble in public 1ife,) aIbrda a ArePJerJp,gf 
.... to our public ouae, whenever the time aball arrive for cUt­
CUIIi-S and regulatiDg the terma, on which _ Eat India CoIQpqy'. 
leue for thae diataDt parts of the Brltiah Empire, if reuewed, aba.U 
be paoted by die Legill&1iUe. 

J. lV.1l. 



In etmftnImjty..mtt Mt. 'CrawfUW. ad'fic:e, at eommtmi-
6ted in his letter inIIerted in the Appendix-, the Coa­
wttee had taken the Jlece8Sary steps lor preparmg and de­
.patching another Petition to EnglMld. Tbie doemo.ent was 
not intended tICt m1lcll to.embrace oy new matter, at ~ be 
restricted to~brief mteratil1li of the variOWl grievances eon­
tained in the-original Petition. The eec<md Petition 'Was, ae. 
cordingly,in a state of'forw",rdness,1I'hen Mr. Ricketts arriv. 
ed; but, on their consulting him, he stated it" as his opinion, 
that the document in question was lel1dered unnecessary. by 
the very favorable ~te of public feeling existing in England 
towards the political claims of the East Indian body, and also 
'With reference to the present advanced stage of the business in 
both Houses of Parliament, in consequence of their first Pe­
tItIon. For these reasons, Mr. Ricketts thought that a Be­

eondPetition at this moment would seem to imply a culpable 
want of conndence in those gentlemen, who have already 
taken so warm an interest in the matter, and who never once 
hinted to hint the necessity and propriety of forwarding 
another Petition to them, on his return to India. ConcuT­
ring in the same view of things, the Committee have resolv­
ed to abstain, for the present, from any fresh appeal to the 
Legislature, until the result of what is now doing in England, 
in consequence of their original Petition, shall be known t. 

The Committee would deem themselves highly culpable, 
if theJ permitted themselves to conolude their Report, with. 
out expressing, in the strongest posaible terms, the very 
hig,h sease they entertain of Mr. Ric:ketts's valuable eervicea 
in the public: cause. Judging from the result of his dele­
gation, al far as it appe4n exlu'bited in hia stateJnent, ana 
.hich, A$ far as circuJnstaDcea have developed tbemaelve. 
to observation, holds out an eamest of ult.imate suede.; 

• See A. 
t In I:ODIIII«fIIC!"ce of a propasitioa tude at tINt late pWic Meetiac. -at. 

To .. n Hall. i$ .11 1lJIIJIUJWuaJ, l"eICIlftd to hame alellOlll1 Pecitioa to 
P.rlialllen&, • 



• 
tM Committee Il'8 ...... that the, B_ I .... 1DDl .. 

mtUJi&J could not hav ... ~ • JnoIe * ... ... 
individual flOm 8lJlOJlg their body as their r..". .... "e GIl 
so important. mission. How sealoualy ae ~ 
himself, aad with what laudable 4Jld. exemplary ..-douI; .. 
continue to interea hlmlelf. ill 'their behalf; awl ,how 
warmly he "aI animated in the fulfilment of bit respon­
sible tnlIt, let ~ voluntary aaqrijlees be eo cheerfully aub­
mitted to, splak to the fact. How well he has aJtBwerecl 
the expectations whicb were formed of ~ capability, u4 
how ably and satisfactorily he baa &CCAmplished the object 
of his deputation to Parliament, are quite manifest, from 
the detail furnished in his very judicious Report. That 
Mr. Ricketts's exertiilns on their account ought to be 
cherished in laating remembrance, by a grateful Eaat Indian 
community, will be readily admitted; that East Indiana 
should consider themselves aa bound to Mr. Ricketts by 
ties of no common obligation for 1he unwearied zeal, inde­
fatigable exertions, and pure patriot:isJn he has ever evinced 
in the public cause, and to secure the public good, will be 
acknowledged with equal readiness. But though lIr. Rick­
etts's merits are above the limited aim of cold and feeble 
panegyric, yet not 'only their thanks, but also of the East 
Indian body at large, are due to him; &11d it i. hoped 
that the Committee will be ccriwly and heartily joined 
by their countrymen, in testifying. in a In4l'keci maDDer, 
their deep sense of his inestimable services. 

The Committee deem it right to take this opflQrtwUty to 
assign a place in the Appendix- to the Eut Inctia.nt' Peti .. 
tion, with which their Agent w~ dep~ to England, by 
a Re.olutioD pUled at the 'public Meeting held at the T91rJ1 

H&.R. on the 20th of April. 1829, together with the ParJia.. 
menta,ry Debates 011 that Petition in both Housel of ~ 
Leplatare, at f'bw.t by lIr. JlicJMtu • LeDdou. 

• See&. qd~. 
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Since writing the abo'V~ the ColDJDittee have reeeived • 
OOIDmmrlcation from Mr. P. Carsteirs. at Madras, detailing 
the ~ of the East Indian community at that p1aee, 
ClOD8equent on the arrival of Mr. Ricketts among them, 
on his passage to Calcu~a, which are of 80 gratifying. 
nature, as to deserve a place in-this Report-. 

In conclusion, the Committee beg to lay before their consti­
tuents, an Account-Curren~ of Receipts and Disbursements 
since the publication of their last Report, in the month of 
July, 1829 t. 

• See Appendix D. t See Appendis E. 



APPENDIX . 

• 
No. ,. 

Lord Carlisle presents his compliments to Mr. Ricli:etts, and begI 
leave to inform him, that he had inqmded to present hie Petition to 
the House of Lotda on an early day; but has been requested. by 
Lord Ellenborough. to ~ne it to rather a more diatant. one. sa 
he wishes to have a legal optnion upon the 8ubject. 

Lord C. will acquaint Mr. R. witlt the laay, on which he will 
present the Petition. 

Gr081Jlmor Placs, March 6th, 1880. 
J. W. Ricketts, Es,\" 

IS, Brook8by Street, LiverpOol Road. 

............... 
No.2. 

No. IS, BrookIby St1'eet, LWerpool Road, Marcia Sd, 18so. 
My Loan DUd, 

Allow me respectfully to submit, for your Grace's peruaaJ. and 
consideration, the accompanying printed copy of a Petition to Par .. 
liament, with which I have been deputed to England, by my Cftll. 

trymen in India; and I beg to solicit the honor of an audience 
of your Grace, whenu-er it may suit your Grace', collvenience w 
see me. 

I have the honor to be, 
My Lord Duke, 

Your Grace's very obedient Servant, 
(Signed) JOHN W. RICKETTS. 

To Ail Gmc6 the Dtdce of Wellingttm, ~.~. ~ Street • 

........ , ..... 
No. a 

The Dub of We11iDgton pNl8llta hii eomp1imenta to Mr. Ricketts, 
and baa received hia leiter of thia day. tad the encloeed printed 
copy of • Petition. wbioh he intenc1a to prllellt to the House of 
Commooa. 

The Dub ltOOlIUDfIIldI to Mr. RicbUi to lee .. Chairman of 
the Court of Directort -' d:ae Pnlddent of the Board of CoD-
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trot. Jr, after having conversed with thOle gentlemen, Mr. IUcketll 
.till wilbes to see the Duke, he will appoint a time to receive him. 

J. W. Ricketta, Esq. LoadoA, MarcA 84, 1880. 
No. 18, BrookllJg StNet, Liverpool Road. 

No.4. 
No.' IS, Brooklbg Street, Liverpool Road, March .foth, 1880. 

Jd y LoaD DUKE, 1 

I have been honored with the receipt of your Grace's DOte 

of yesterday's da~; and beg to state tb1&t I have already seen the 
President of the Board of Control, and the Chainnan of the Court 
of Directors, on the subject of the Petition to Parliament, with 
which I hlLve been deputed from India. 

Under theae circumstances, I shall wait your Grace's pleasure, as 
to the time when it will be convenient to 'lour Grace to grant me the 
honor of an audience. 

I have the honor to be, 
lfy Lord Duke, 

Your Grace's very o1ledient Servant, 
(Signed) JOHN W. RICKETTS. 

To 1MI Grace the Duke qf JYe1li1l9ton, ~c. ~c. Dovming Street. 

No.5. 
London, March 5th, 1830. 

The Duke of Wellington presents hi' compliments to Mr. Ricketts, 
and haa received his letter of the 4th instant. 

The Duke begs leave to inform him that he is engaged every day 
from 12 o'clock, in one or other of the Committees sitting in tl!.e 
House of Lorda, ami afterward. in the House itself in the after. 
noon. 

The Duke would be much obliged to Mr. Ricketts, if he will 
put in writing wbat he wishes to represent. 

If he cannot do 10, the Duke will endeavour to btl. tbu to 
reolliYe him at an early hour in the mo.rnini. 

Jolm W. Ricketts, Esq. ' 
Is., BroolaJlv Street, Liuerpqel.R«&d. 
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No.S. 
No. 18, B'1'OOk81Jy 8tNet, Liverpool Road, March 6tA, 1830. 

My LORIl DUKE, 

I bave the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your Grace'. 
note of yesterday's date; and beg to express my sincere regret at· 
the trouble wlncb I have oceasio~. ainid the multiplicity of your 
Grace's engagements. • 

I shall do myself the bonor to wait upon your Grace any morning 
which it may be convenient to your. Grace to grant me the faYor 
of an audience. 

Apologizing for this intrusion on your Grace', valuable time, 
I have the"4onor to"'.ubscribe myself, 

My Lord Duke, 
Your Grace's very obedient Se"ant, 

(Signed) JOHN W. RICKETTS. 
To his Grace the Duke rif Wellington, ~c. "fe. DoVlning St1'tltl. 

No·7· 
No. 13, Brook8by Street, LWerpool Road, Marcl, 6th, 1830. 

SIR, 
Allow me respectfully to submit, for your perusal and consi. 

deration, the accompanying printed copy of a Petition to Parliament, 
with whicb I bave been deputed by my countrymen in India; and 
to solicit the honor of an audience, at luch time as may be moat 
convenient to you, amid your numeroUB important avocationll. 

I bave the honor to be, 
Sir, 

Your very obedient S~ant, 
(Signed) JOHN W. RICKETTS. 

To the Right Hon'hle R. Peel, <%c. "fe. WlJiteAall. --No. 8. 
Jll'hitilulll, March 8th, 1830. 

Mr. Peel presents bis compliments to Mr. Ricketts, and begs 
leave to observe, in reply to his letter of the 6th March, that Mr. 
Peel is so occupied at the present time"by public and parliamentary 
businCll, preaaing for immediate despatch, that be win be much 
obliged" to Mr. Ricketts to make to bim in writing (in the /hat 
instance at leaat) the communication which Mr. Ricketts wt.hee to 
make pmonaJly. Mr. Peel will see Mr. Bfdtetts some time bente, 
if Mr. Ricketts lIball.till think lID intemew DeCClfAl'1. 

John W. Rieketta, Esq. 
No, lB, BHokIfJg Bt"', ~ Road. 
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No.9. 
No. 18, B11JfJ1uby StreM, Li~ Road, M aftCA 9t1, 1m. 

SIR, 

I have been honored with the receipt of your letter of 
yesterday's date; and beg to state, in reply, that, as an Agent entrust_ 
ed with an important mi.sipn from India, I had certainly thought 
it my duty to seek an audicncf. of a Minister holding so prominent 
a place in the India Board, III yourself; but, since the da.te of my 
application to' you, I have obtained an interview with another Member 
of the Board, which supersedes the necessity of my intruding upon 
your valuable time, occupied. as you are, with 'various matten of 
importance. 

I have the honor to be; 
Sir, 

Your very obedient Servant, 
(Signed) JOHN W. RICKETTS. 

To t1l6 Right Hon'ble R. Peel, ~c. ~c. Whi~hall. 

No. 10. 
E8IW Street, March 27th, 1880. 

My DEAR SIR, 

I enclose a note I have received from Lord Calthorpe. 
I do not know whether it is intended to examine you on Tuesday­
if 50, it seems desirable that you should endeavour to see his Lord­
ahip previously to that time. 

1 am, 
My dear Sir, ' 

Yours very truly, 
(Signed) W. B. GURNEY. 

J. W. Ricketts, Esq. 
IS, Brooluby Street, LifJe11JOOl Road. 

No.n. 
Lord Calthorpe presenta his compliments to Mr. Gurney, Iil\d 

",ould be obliged to him \0 ask Mr. Ricketta, in case he should 
have an opportunity, to call upon him on Tuesday next, at half put 
, o'clock. 
G~(Jt' Sqtuwe. Jlarch !U~, 1880. 

W. B. pumey, Esq. 
E,WI Street, Str0:n4. 



No. 1st 
House of L0riJ8. 

By the Select Committee appionted to inquire .mto the preaent 
.tate of the Affairs of the East Inqia Company. 

OBDEBilD, 

That John Willi~m Ricketts, Esq. be requested to 
attend to give evidenec before the said Committee, and that the 
Clerk be directed to write to him aRcordingly. 

SIR, 
In purs\tance of the above order, I have to request yO\U' 

attendance at the Bar of the HOWIe of LQrds, on Thursday, the 25th 
of March, at t before 40 o'c~oek, to be sworn to give evidence before 
the said Committee. And you are furtheI' requJsted to attend the uid 
Committee, on Friday, the 26th, &t 1 o'clock, for the purpose of beiJII 
examined. 

I have the honor to be, 
• Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 
(Signed) J. W. BIRCH, 

CltJrk to Commutee. 
House oj' Lor", Friday, 19th MareTt, 1830. 

P. S. You are requested to show this letter, and give your na.me 
to one of the door.keepers of the House of Lords. 

Though Thuraday is named for the attendance of Mr. Rickettl, 
any earlier day, next week, from. to 5 o'clock, will do .. well for 
Mr. Ricketts to be sworn, if more convenient. 

J. W. Ricketts,.Esq. 
13, BrookSby Street, LitJerpOOl Road, Londlm. 

No.13. 
1M rmem, lit" Marlit, 18M. 

Ordered, by the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, in Parliament 
assembled, that John William Ricketts, Esq. do attend this HoUle on 
Monday next, to be sworn, in order to his beingenmined 88 a witnea 
before the Select Committee appointed to inqldre into the preeent 
ltate of tbe Affairs of the East India tompany, aDd intO the trade 
between Great Britain, the East Indies, aad China. 

(Sjped) W. COURTENAY, 
'~CIri,P~ 

J. W. Ricketts, &q. 
U, IIf'tMJ/uIJg St1Wl, LifM1'1JfMl1lotz4. 



No. 14. 

Evidenct on the Affairs of tke Ead India Company. 

Die Mercurii, 31° MarUi, 1830. 
The Lord President in the Chair. 

John William Ricketh, ERq. iI CGll8tl in, and UJamimd ufon-:_ 
You are a native of Calcutta? •• 
I am. 
You were the bearer of a Petition from a certain portion of the in­

habitants of Calcutta and the Presidency of Fort William, which hu 
been pre.eented to the House of Lords? 

I was. 
How is that Petition 8ign~; by what number? 
Between six and seven hundred. 
Arp they mostly persons immediately descended from European 

fathers and native mothers, or are they the offspring of intermarnages? 
They are also the offspring of intermarriages. 
Do you know in what proportion? 
No, 1 do not. 
Can you state the grievances which are detailed in that Petitipn? 

The first grievance appears to be a complaint with respect to their 
being destitute of any rule of civil law; will you explalD how that 
operates upon the PetItIOners? 

We are not recognized as British subjects by the Supreme Court of 
Calcutta, if residing in the Mofussil. 

That is, without the jurisdiction of the Supreme Court? 
Just 80, which throws us upon the Mofussil Courts, the proceedings 

of wbiQIl are regulated by the Mahomedan lpw. As Christians, we 
cannot avail ourselves of the Mahomedan civu law, though we are 
aubject to the criminal code. The Mahomedan civil code does not 
apply to us as Christians, though we are subject to the lash of the 
criminal law. 

It does not apply to you as regards marriages. or succeaeion to pro. 
peTty? 

The Mahomedan code is exprealy for Mahomedana. It pzoTidea 
for tlle rights and interests of Mahomedans. 

Therefore, in all that regarda marriage. and luecession to pr0-

perty, you are without any rule by which you can resutate yoll1' con­
duct? 

Without any definite rule of civil law. 
You have aaid that, in criminal c:aaea, you are IUbject to the code or 

Mlhomedan law? 
Weare. ( 



II that attended with eonrdderable bardahip and eeverity; Tor in­
Itanee, the infliction of punishment in criminal euea'? 

I am not aware of its being unneceaarily severe, .0 far II my per­
aonal knowledge goes; though its provisions are barbarous II appli­
cable to a Christian population. 

Has there been no mitigation ofthe severity of part olthat code? 
The code is modified b~ the Co~any·. Regulations. 
Is there any appeal from that tribunal ? 
To the Sudder Dewanny Adawlut in Calcutta, bllt not to the 

Supreme Court. The question was tri~d in the year 1821 ; and it wu 
the opinion of the Judges, that we could not claim a right of ap~ to 
the Supreme Court. 

Does the tribunal of Sudder Adawlut posse&S the power ofincreaaing 
the punishment? 

So I understand. 
Is that the case, without fresh evidence being adduced? 
Yea. 
In that Petition, there is"a complaint, that from aU the superior and 

covenanted offices, as well as all the sworn offi.('es of the Marine, the 
Petitioners have been excluded by the positive Regulations of the 
Company? 

Either by the positive Regulations, or by the established usage of the 
aervice. 

Does the preamble also provide, that a person 80 appointed ahall not 
be the lIOn of a na ti ve I n dian ? 

It does, with regard to appointments in the regular serviee of the 
Company, and to the military appointments of the Company. 

Does that apply after intermarriage? 
It used to do; but I ltelieve there bas been IIOmemodifieatiot'Poftbat 

rule within the last two years. 
That modification is by Regulation? 
There ia no law upon the lubject; it is by the orders of the Court 

of Directors. 
uo you bow of instances in which that modification has been acted 

upon, in which perlOns, not immediately descended from native m0-

thers, have been appointed to situations under the Company? 
I know eertain rostanC8e. in which the appointment was rerU.ed o~ 

that ground on former OCcasiODI. 

Since the year 18if, has there been no"alteration in that reapeot tn 
the Regulations of the Company? 

I see that the phraseology of the prohibition hu been altered within 
the Ian two years or 110. , 

It i. restricted to the immediate deaoendantaol the mot\ler, II it Iiot? 
.1 daiDk it 1a. There baa be.m DO formal Beplation or N OtiScatiOll 

.,2 



~ Ole tUbJect; but I gttber the fact froID the parUUlI1p1oyed, which 
baa been modified of late. 

With regard to the subordinate.and inferior offices, which do Dot 

eome under the head of luperior aDd covenanted offices, is there any 
exclusion of the Petitionel'll? 
. There is a certain clua of situationa, which are confined by usage to 
the natives of the country, and in which we have no share or par' 
whatever. It would be considereu irregular to appoint us to these ai­
mationl. 

From their being filled by native officers? 
Yes. 
Does that apply to offices in the Judicial Department, lUeb II 

Moonsift',,? 
Yes. 
Are they appointed to act as Pleadera in any of the Courts? 
No; that i~ confined to natives. 
With regard to the Mihtary Department, how are they iiituated? 
They can hold no commissions in the Company's or King's service. 
Are they excluded from being non-commlsbioned officers? 
They are employed as Drummers and Filers, and so forth. 
Can they advance to the rank of (Jorporal ? 
I am not aware of any instance, in which they have been 10 em­

ployed. 
Ie there an order of the Commander-in-Chief in force, which pre­

venti theu holding any commissions in the Indo-British Army? 
There was an order passed by the Commander.in-Cluef, in the year 

1808, to that effect. 
That you COllcel ve is still in force? 
Yes,..practically so; it has never been repea:led. 
Therefore, they can hold DO commissions e.Ither in the King'. or 

the Company's Army? 
No, certainly not. 
Are there no iniltances of any deviation {rom that rule? 
There were 80me of our class, who were admitted both into the CiTU 

and Military services, prior to the prohibition; the Quarter Muter 
GeDeral of the Army, for instance, who is an East Indian; but he WII 

admitted prior to the year 1791; and there is Mr. Achmuty, of the 
Civil service, who was aleo admitted prior to the prohibitory 1tegu­
lation. 

Does Colonel Skinner hold a commiaion in the CompanJ'llIniceP 
He holds a local'rank in the Company's aervice. 
II he deIcen.ded from a native mother ? 
Be is. 
CoI.onel skinner ia an officer. who hu aerved with great &tiac.l 



V., he baa afgnaliled him.., on many ~on .. 
Are you aware that there wu any diain~tion to "'8 111ll1a' 

Colonel Skinner, on the part of ~ nativet of Jrulia' 
I am not aware of such a thing;. 
You never heard of any objection being raised against bim, on the 

ground of his mother having loat cute' 
No, I am not aware of that. • 
There is also a oomplaint with ..egard to non-employment of the 

persons of your class by Native Powers; that there is a restriction 
upon your employment by the Native Powers? . 

Yes. 
Do you know ally in.tanee of any persons of your class bein~ em­

ployed by Native Powers? 
There were many employed by the Mahrattf States; and I believe 

there are some atill in the service of sOlDe of the Native Stetes. 
Do you refer to the independent Mahratta States, over which the 

Company has no control? 
Yes. • In those States, over which the Company has a control, are perlOns 

of your class employed, without obtaining permisSIon from the Go. 
vernment? 

It is generally understood that they cannot be 80 employed, without 
the permission of Government. 

Has that permission been refused, to your knowledge, when applied 
for? 

I am not aware of any particular instanc!;, in which it has been re­
fused. 
I! that permission be granted, it is alway. liable to be recalled j is it not? 
Yes; should any d!sturbance arise, or any war break out, they are 

required to return to the Company's territories. The Mamatta 
officers, who were employed in tbe years 1801 and 180i, were in­
vited back to the Company's territories, upon the promise of being 
pensioned. There were some who availed themselves of t\1e pension, 
and came to the Company'. territories; there were other. who were 
barbaroualy murdered by the Native Princes, the moment they C&n1e 
to the knowledge of the circumstance. 

The tresties with the Native Powers only prevent EuropeaDI being 
employed; therefore under what head do )'ou come, as you are not re­
cognized as Europeans in the interior? 

Weare IOmetimea recogniZed as Europeans, and aometimea.. Da­
th-ea, as it serves the purposes of the Government i there is DO precile 
character affixed to us in that respect. 

You are generally recognized .. utiYes. except withill the JurUcJic. 
tioo. of the Supreme Court l 
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Yell; and yet those otIiCftI who were employed by the M.m.tta 
States, 'Were threatened to be dealt with as tTaiton, if they did not .re­
turn to the Company'a territories on the announcement of the order. 

What Mahratta States 'Were those? 
Scindiah and Holkar. 
Are there any Institntions in Calcutta for the education of the chil. 

dren of persona of your class ? 
There are both public and priv:'te schools. 
Is the expense of those schools defrayed by yourselves, or do you 

receive any assistance from Government? 
We have never received any assistance from Gt-vernment, in any 

sbape whatever. 
There are funds applicable, by Act of Pttrliament, for the education 

of the natives? , 
There are; but we are not included in that grant. We have never 

reoeived any esaistance from. Government in the education of our 
oftBpring. 

Therefore, the expense is entirely defray& by yourselves ? 
En tirel y so. 
Is there any other grievance, which you wish to state to the Com­

mittee ? 
With regard to our not being employed by the Native States, I 

know of some insta~ces where a penalty bond has been taken from 
persona going out from this country to Iudia, under two securities, that 
they should not enter into the service of any of the Native States. 
East Indians who have come to England for education, when they 
have applied for permission to return to their native country, have 
been allowed to do so, but under a penalty bond, that tht'y should not 
enter inte the service of any Native State. 

Can you state the number of persons of your class in the province of 
Bengal? 

I should think that the number would not be over-rated, if I esti. 
mated it at about 20,000, more or less, in Calcutta and all the pro­
vinces. There was a Police Committee Report made in the year 
1822 ; and the Christian population in Calcutta alone was estimated at 
18,]88, of which there were 2,254, Europeans; consequently we are 
included in the remainder; that is, about 10,884.. The number mWlt 
have increased considerably since 1822. 

The number increases in 'proportion to the number of Buropeaua 
employed? 

We ou\-nuniber tbe 'Europeans 'Very COnsiderably, certainly. 
More Europeans being employed in consequence of the increue 01 

territory, your numben are upon the increase? 
YeaJ and frOm t.be ofiipring of iDterm.aniagea. 



You atated that, in the pro'rincee, you, being Chtittians, were aub­
ject to the Mahomedan criminal law ; is not that law much altered 
and modified by the Company's Regulations? 

Yes, it is considerably modified. 
Are not all native-born subjects of the King subject to the same Jaw 

for any offence less than felony, in the nrovilH)es? . 
I am not aware of the extent to which they are. They are Dot Wl­

derstood, certainly, to be subject to the criminal law of the Mof'uail 
Courts. . 

Are they not liable to be punished fer ofFences leu than felony by 
the Company's Mlgistrates in the provinces ? 

I am not aware of that "i·""mstance. I have not redded in the in. 
terior to know the fact. . 

Will you turn to the Act of Parliament' of the 5Sd Geo. Sd, Cap. 155, 
and state what enactment is contained in that clause, with regard to 
criminal offences committed by British sabjects in the provinces? 

By this it appears that they are liable to be punished for any offence, 
not being felony, by the MaiQstrates of the Zillah Courts. I do not know 
that that has ever been put into practice, which made me doubt the fact. 

You have stated that, although subjected to the Mahomedan cri­
minallaw, you are not permitted to avail yourselves of the Mahome­
dan civil law, being Christians; will you state under what civil Jaw 
you consider yourself to be placed in the provinces ? 

What I meant to say, was this; that, as Christiane, the Mahome­
dan civil law does not apply to us, 80 as to render it desirable for us to< 
avail ourselves of it. I t is exclusi vely applicable to Mahomedans; it 
applies to their case, not to the case of Christians. I t is a singulal 
anomaly, that a Christian Bubject, under the British Government, 
should be subject to tIfe Mahomedan civil code. The Mahom~ 
civil code goes entirely upon the principles of the religion profesBed; 
it is based entirely upon the Koran. 

Are you acquainted with Regulation III. of the year 179S, by which. 
all natives and other persons, not British subjects, are amenable to the 
jurisdiction of the Zillah and City Courts. and those Courts are em"" 
powered to take cognizance of all suits and complaints reapectiUi the 
succession or right to real or personal property, landa, rentl, revenl.let, 
debts, accounts, contracts, partnerships, marriage, caste, claim. to 
damages for injuries, and generally aU slJits and complaints of a civil 
nature. By the same Regulation, in CIIIfi coming within the Juna.. 
diction of those Courts, for which no specitlo rule may exilt, the 
Judges are to act according to justice, and equity, and good CODICieDce. 
By the l&1Ile Regulation, in mits regarding IUCCC!IIion. inberiwrce. 
marriage, and Cllte, and all reb,gious uagea ud iDJtitutioDl, the )fa. 
'bomeciaD Jawa with I'C!I}l'!Ct to J4abomcdau1, and the Biadoo laws widl 



repni to Hindooa, ..., te be conaidered .. the general IaWl})y 
which the Judges are to form their decision.. Do you apprehend 
that, under that Regulation, any Christian engaged in a ci'ril suit. 
would be obliged to have that suit determined according to the law 
which was solely applicable to • Mahomedan ? 
. I certainly think so. 

What civu code is in use in the flovinees, .as regards Hindooa ? 
Jf th., party. be a Hindoo, there is the Hindoo code for him; if the 

party be a Mahomedan, there IS the Mahomedan code for him i but 
there is no express provision made for Christians. 

Supposing a person of the half-blood to be the' son of a Hindoo 
mother, do you apprehend that that person would be considered as 
a Mahomedan, and that his civil suit wocl.d be tried according to the 
Mahomedan law? 

I think that they are generally taken for Mahomedans, and dealt 
with accordingly. • 

Do you not think that, under the Regulation of which the Bubstance 
has been stated to you, the Magistrate would have a power of acting 
in nch a case according to justice, equity, and good conscience? 

It may be so; but that iA a very dubious principle; and it would 
be left entirely to the Magistrate's own sense of justice, 0'1' his own 
feelings on the subject. The Magistrate,may certainly act upon the 
new principle with regard to Christians, if so inclined. 

Are you aware of any practical grievance that has been sustained by 
persons of half-blood, in consequence of the present state of the law 
of the prol'inces, in regard to civil suits? 

I have not re>!ided in the Mofussil, and therefore my acquaintance 
..nth the practice of those Courts is very limited; but what we com­
plain of, is the principle of the thing, more than the practice: the 
principle is odious. 

Will you state what description of offices are now held by perSOlU 

of the half-blood? 
They are principally employed in subordinate capaclties in the 

public officea of Government. 
They are employed very extensively u writers, are they not? 
They are. 
And as clerks? 
Ves • 
.All clerks in ulerchants' hou .. ? 
Yea. 
Aa clerka in the Customs and the Revenue Department? 
Va ' 
And in thf Judicial Department? 
They are praera1ly employed .. elerb ill the cWl'erent ~a. 
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In the Military Department? 
At clerb in aU the diftMent DepartmeDta 01" u.~t. 
Can you atate whether they are employed in dto Police Q( the 

country? • 
They are employed 88 clerka in the Police department. 
Irte they employed in the IrreguIar Corps ? 
They have been 10 employed; but the Corps we1'e dia~cJej, 

and they were thrown out of empltlymen,t. 
As long 88 they existed, they were employed in, the Irregular 

Corps? 
For a. time t!'ey 1fete, during the Nepaul war; that is,88 long 

as the exigencies of the Government required. their IIlrvices. 
Can you ata~ the big~t lI&lariea received, in any case, by a pel'llOn 

of half. blood ? 
They have received salari.ea u higil u four and five hundred 

Rupees per month. 
That is about £ 600 a year, is it not? 
I t is; these are very ~are cases indeed; there are not many such 

cases, 
Are there many p~rson8 of half. blood, who,win your opinion, are 

qualified to hold high situations by their education? 
Certainly. I say so with the most perfect confidence. 
Can you give the Committee any idea of the number of perlOfm, 

whom you consider qualified to hold higher aituations than those now 
filled by personll of that class ? 

I dare aay we might collect about 500 persona'of that cU!ticription, 
calculated to hold situations of trust and responsibility. 

How are those persons now employed? 
They are employed. u I have before stated, as clerks in different 

pubbc and private offices. 
Your opinion is, that a well-educated clerk is fit for a much higher 

situation? 
I mean to state that their talents are not brought into prqpereur. 

dee. 
You have .tated the number of perIOns 10 employed as Glerb.to 

extend to 6oo? 
I should think there must be about 1,000 Of' moreo! cbem, alto-

gether. 
Do you mean il1 Calcutta alone l 
Vea, in Calcutta alone; in the diJl'er8!l.t public and priftte om ... 
The total number of persona of the half-blood 1011. stIlted at iG,OOO ? 
Yea. 
Cu you ltate the nUUlb«lr in public uJI.? 
~lIUl be 4"~ Of, m lnm~ 
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Are they estellsi"el,. engaged in trade ? 
Some of them are. 
Are they engaged in the maritime trade CJf the country? 
Yee, they are. 
To any great estent? 

. To a pretty considerable ntent, as a beginning. 
I, any large portion of thl:! trade between Calcutta and China 

conducted by persons of the half-blOOd ? 
Not a considerable portion. 
Are they, in any cues, Officers and Captains of ships engaged in 

that trade ? • 
Some few of them are. 
Are .there any wealthy Mercantile HOUBe' in Calcutta? 
There are lOme. 
Can you state the amount of the property of any House of persons 

of the half-blood ? 
Baretto'a House was considered one of the wealthiest Houses in 

India; besidell which, there are Lacker8.~n'8, Bnghtman's, and 
Bruce and Allan's Houses. 

Penons of half-blood, as the law now stands, and under the Regu­
lations of the Company, can purchase land in any part of India; can 
they not? 

Yes, they can; but under all the rusadvantages oftbe esse, arising 
from the imperfect state of the law, and from the corrupt admmistra. 
tion of justice in the Mofussil Courts. 

And they are not liable to be sent out of the country? 
No, certainly not. 
Therefore, they have those advantages which are not pocaessed by 

Europeans? 
Yes, lIuch 8S they are. 
What establi8hments are there for the education of persona in your 

condition in Calcutta? 
There is the MJlitary Orphan School, which is supported by the 

lubacriptions of the Army j and there are the Parental Academic lnati­
tution, and the Calcutta Grammar Schcol. 

How many per&<lDs may be educated in those three establiahmetltl ? 
There must be about 500 or 600 in the Military Orphan School, 

(the Upper and Lower Orphan Schooll;) perhaps 800, including bot)! 
BeXeB. There are about 130 Or Ito boyB in the Parental Academic 
Institution, and about to or 50 in the Grammar School; and there 
are private eebools besides. 

HOW' high it education carried in thoee three eltablishmeoh you 
have mentioned; to what age do the children continue dIere? 

The .. of aeTtmteell or eighteell in the boys' .... 


