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PRUETACLIL

TILE following narralive was originally wril-
ten on the spot, without any vicw to publication,
but having been subsequently submitted to the in-
spection of competent persons, it is now préinted in
conformity with their opinion; and it is {o be
hoped that the coenls related, as well as that
part of the coust deseribed, will be deemed sufi-
ciently interesting ul this particaler peviod, when,
owing to varions canses, the public attention has
een directed Lo Africa and her poputation,

The wuthor suffered shiporeek on that coast,
and  0st meny documents which condd not be
recovered ;. bl he has endeavoured, by unre-
MiLling cvertions, v smne measiere, Lo supply the
deficiency.

o 'he author'slong residence in thal conntry, and
the varivus official situations which he there filled,

enable him to present a corveet account of the origin
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1v

and final terminalion of those disustrous conlen-
tiens, which for so long a peviod desolated the
Afttcan shores, and which he “incerely hepes are
now for ever closed.

In jsubmitting, therefore, this narration of
Jucts, he trusts thad il will e favonradly recetved
and had not Providence left him the only surviving
officer who wilnessed most of' the events on Lhe
Giold Coast, he would not have produced these
pages, which are now pudblished only fram « sense

of public duty.
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NARRATIVE

oy TIR

ASHTANTEL WAR,

CHAP. 1.

Appointment of Sir Charles Mae Carthy to 1he Go-
vernment «f (he Western Coast of Africa-—JIlis
Arrival—Now Clarter and Proclamalion—Lnthy-
siastic Receplion of him—The King of Ashantessends
@ Mission to Cape Coast Castle to demand tridute
weArrivel of the Nephew of the King of Ashanteomm
Negotialions—IHostilities commenced aguinst (he
Ashantees and Fanloos—Trade susponded—Recon-
piliction-Peace ro-established~~Arrival of Sir
Clarles Mace Carlly at Caps Coast Castlse Caplure
and Murder of a Serjeani by the Ashanlees—Sir
Charles preparves to punish the Guilty.

Tur late Sir Charles Mae Carthy having been
appointed governor in chief of the British set-
{loments on the western const of Africa, situated
between twenty degrees north, and twenty
degrees south latitude, retarned fo the colony
of Sicrra Leone, from Lingland, whither he had

I
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been for a fow montihs on leave, after having
passed many years of his life in unwoenvicd ex-
crtions for the benefit and fmprovement of the
anfortumite natives of that country. lle em-
barked on board his majesty’s ship the Iphi-
genia, Commodore Siv Robert Mends, on the
11th of March, 1822, and sailed for tho Geold
Coast to take posscssion of the forts which had
been recently transforred from the Afvican
Company to government,

On the morning of the 27ih of March he
landed from the Iphigenia at Dixcove, whore
he was reccived by a numetous hody of the
inhabitants, who, as soon as the proclamaiion
was read and explained to them, expressed
their joy and satisfaction by loud and ropeated
acclamations, Ilis excellency then returncd
to the frigate, and reached Cape Coast Rondg
on the next morning, and on landing was
received by thousands of the natives who wera
anxious to wilness the chango of government
so long expected. On the 20th, the now
charter and proclamation were read, the ghips
of war decorated with flags, and the guns of the
Castle fired a royal salute, nccompanicd with
great rejoicing among all classes of the peopie,
"On ihe morning of the 30th, his excellency re-
embarked and dropped down to Annamabocand




i

TN ASITANTRE WAR, 3

landed, bul returned in the evening to proceed
to Acera, whore he arvived oif the 2nd of April
and remained il the 11th, when he embarked
and retured Lo Cape Coust Gustle, #

Sir Charles waos highly delighted with the
beautiful nppearance of the country, buts his
stny on tho Gold Coast was short, his presence
heing required atl Sierra Leone.  Since his ars
rival nothing had been heard from Coomassie
the Ashantees still carrted on their trade {o
Elmina, Annamaboe, and Acera; hut to Capo
Coast they had not iraded for a considerable
period, owing (o the following circumstances :
the king of Aghantee, at the head of a powerlul
army, having subdued Bentooko, a country
towards the interior of Ashantee, and killed the
king, sent to Capo Const Lo announce tho
pvent, and to ask lor presents of powder, rum,

. and eloth, to assist bim in making a splendid
entry inlo his capital of Coomassic. This was
supposed Lo o an artifice on his part, to en-
deavour Lo discover how the Gapo Coast people
were allocled towards liim, and whoether they
were ottached to his couse, the Ifantees
having, on apportioning to the different towns
tho sums which were required to mako up
demand wpon them by the king of Ashanteo,
inclwlod Cape Coast, bul the people there re-

B2 |
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fused to contribute any thing whatever Llowards
the settlement of the claim, and made it appear,
at, a public mecting held inethe hall of the Cas-
tle, thats their conneclion with the I'antees
never authorized such a demand, which they
stated, if submitied to on this occasion, would
subject them to a similar imposition, should any
future claim be made on tho Fantces. This
deeision, with many additions, was reporicd
to the king of Ashantee.

The Cape Coast people being aware that the
king of Ashantee could not without sufficient
grounds make a direct demand upon them, yet
seeing that it would be an unwise policy to
refuse his request, sent him a present of fifty
ounces of gold. Not long after this a similar
message from the king was sent to the peoplo
of Commenda, where was an abandoned Lnp
hish fort; the messengers called at Cape Coast
on their way to thal place, and mado‘known
their mission in the public hall: ihey stated
that they were sent by the king, to the Com-
mendas, to communicate to them his greal
success in the late campaign, and as the king
was about entering his capital, he required
from them for that occasion cloth, powder,
and ram, to the amount of one hundred ounces
of gold (400/.) The extreme poverty of theso
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people was represented to the messengers, and
they were told that there way no likelihood of
their oblaining any,thing from the Omnmuldah,
that would be acceptable to the kingy for (it
Lthey hiad not as yot been able to discharge the
debt of seventy ounces of gold due to the
Cape Coast people, who had advanced that
sum, Lo entable thom Lo settle a former demand
of the king, The messengers however pro-
ceeded 1o Commenda, where they were mel
by the inhabitants of that placo outside of the
town, but the naturce of their mecssage was so
irvitating, that*the people refused to allow
them Lo enter it, declaring they would rather
perish than submit Lo such oppression,

The Ashanice messengers returned to Cape
Const, and one of them was dispatched to
relate the result of their visit to the king; the
plmclpul obscerving that insulted as he had
been, «he could not think of returning to
Coomassic.  Tho king returned for answer,
that if the Cape Coast people did not give him
immedinte satisfaction for the insull offered to
him by the Commendas, whom ho denominated
their dependants, hie could not but look to then
[oreredress, and would send down an avmy to
destroy their town.  'Fhe guvernor replied that
the Capo Coast people hd ot been guilty of

B3
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any offence against the king of Ashantce, that
they were by no*means accessary to the con-
duct of the Commendas, gor ought they to
siffer fo» their act of delinquency; and he
added, that if the king commenced hostilities
against the Cape Coast people, he should con-
sider him as an cnemy, and would afford them
all the protectlon in his powor,

On the 5th of January, 1820, a nephow of
the king of Asliantee arrived with a numerous
retinue for the purpose of negotiating the diffe-
rence with the people of Commendasand Cape
Coast. After recapitulating the particnlars al-
ready mentioned, he proceeded to demand on
the part of the king from the Cape Coast peo-
ple sixteen hundred ounces of gold, on the plea
that they abetted the Commendas in their in-
solent conduct to his messengers, also the sum,
of sixteen hundred ounces, in conscquence of
the governor having broken the trealy, as
they said, by not procuring tho king satis-
faction from the Commendas and Capo Coast,
people. The Ashantecs were asked in reply,
whether they had ever heard of any sum
having been paid for the purchase of a peaee
by the governor of the Coast to any king of
Ashantee, or to any other native of Afrien,
This question being answered in the negative,
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they were then informed that this was not the
time Lo make any such concassion; and if they
porsisted in their inguliing demands, the svoner
thoy returned to Goomassio the botter; ikt
however anxious the governmeni mighl be Lo
continue friends with the king of Ashantce,
such terms could not for a moment be admiticd,
adding that the king ol Xingland had sent My,
Dupuis out for the purpose of visiting the king
of Ashantee, and that he had been detained al
Capce Coasl a considerable time on accouni of
the existing differences, but that he was ready
Lo proceed on the faith of the trealy made witk
My, Bowditeh, conceiving it still to bhe n full
force,  The Ashantee chicef and his attendants,
logether with the Cape Coast chiels, assom-
bled a sccond time in the hall, but nothing
doesisive look place ; the Ashantiees however,

“urged their elaim on the Castle with loss confi-
donee, It is stated by Mr, Dupuis in his work,
Uil the king pave up his claim, when his
majesty saw him at Coomassio.®

* T wiad tho poople to serve mo, wkl sorve white
mon, Il is trno T lold the govornor he must piy o
g’uld, hut now 1 soe your faco 1 am willing to rolinguish
that,  Capo Conat, howovor, must give mo gold, for
they are wy people, wnd i they will bo nsolond 1 muat
punish thene; Tor nnless 1 do se, all these eounirios
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The Cape Coast people having becn enabled
in June, by the assistance which was offered (o
them by the Castle, to m'ﬂm their final pay-
ment 1o the king of Ashantcc, it was cxpected
that his chief would have taken his doparture
for Coomassic. Tle however, still continucd at
Cape Coast, stating as his motive that he had
received further orders from the king to oxa-
mine into the grounds of a difference between
the Cape Coast people and the Fantees, which
was this, one of the principal caboceers of Fantee
named Paintry, had been placed at Donguah,
(a Fantec town,) by the king of Ashantee as a
reward for the part he had taken in the king's
war with that tribe, and aciuated by the refu-
sal of the Cape Coast natives to contribute
fifty ounces of gold as their share of the sum
demanded from the IFaniees, at the conclusion
of the war, a matter in which the Cape Coast’
people had no concern, Paintry sent an armed

will laugh, and say what kind of king is this? Tho go-
vernor knows I am right, for he now sends word tho
people are unable to pay sixteon hundred ounces, and
that if T will abate something it will bo paid, ¢ What
I tell you,” added tho king, notiuing my surpriso, *¢s
very true ; here is the messengor,” pointing to tho man

who brought the mossago up.”—~Dupuis’ Journal of «
Residence in Ashantee, p. 141,
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[oree, and destroyed a village belonging to a
native of Cape Coast named Tando, and carried
off the greater number of the people who re-
sided thore, The porson who headed the baly
came to Cape Coast aboul ninc months after-
wards, when Tando managed 10 securc him,
together with several of his attendants, and to
satiate his revenge, desiroyed himsclf with
gunpowder with the man and many others who
were in the house at the same time, This the
Ashantee chiel was dirceted by the king to de-
cide ; ang to domand a fino of ono hundred pe-
riguins of gold+(10002.) from thoe party he ad-
judged to be wrong: the Ashantee chief, in
order to carry the orders he had received into
cfleet, required the appearance of Paintry (the
[fantee caboceer alrcady alluded to) at Cape
Const, which he declined complying with, but
came to Moorie, aboutl four miles {o leeward
of Cape Coast,

Those cvenis occurred in the beginning of
April, 1821, and on the 9th of the same monil
intelligence was reecived al Cape Coast, thata,
Dlack man belonging to that place had Dheen
gruclly murdered at Moorie. The troops of
the Castle were in consequence immedintely
assembled and marched to Moorie, where they
found about two thousand men assembled,
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and saw the mangled remains of the vielini,
As soon as the treops entered the town, w fira
was opened upon them; buj the Fantees, whao
hall assembled Lo assist the Ashantces in their
demand on the Cape Coast people, rotired as
the troops advanced and roturned the fire,  As
soon as the Ashantoes, who had taken up their
quarters in the vicinity of Cape Const, hcard
that the governor had sent an armed f{orce
against the people assembled at Moorie, thoy
hastened after them, and finding the Ifantees
had given way, rallied thom and teok up u
position, with an apparent dBtermination {o
oppose the troops returning to Cape Coasi,
The governor being informed of this, asscmbled
all the force he could colleet, which way
between three and four thousand men, of the
adjoining townand adjacent dependant villages,
headed by some of tho company’s officers and
carrying the British flag ; butl the [anices and
Ashantees retived upon their approach,

They had fifty killed, among whom was
Paintry the chief, whose body was hrought (o
Cape Coast and buried westward, outside of the
Castle, close to the walls of the ramparts wlhoxe
the flag-staff stands: somc time alterwards if
was disinterred and allowed 1o be taken o his
own country, The loss on the part of our
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troops was only two killed, and a fow slightly
wounded, Trade with the Ashantcos was now
totally stopped, and it was not thought sale Lo
venture beyond the hounds of Cape Goust, -
less in largo partics. A short time afior mes-
sengers andved at Cape Coast from the king of
Ashantee, who staled that his majesty had heard
that Paintry had been killed, and that he was
directed to enquire of the governor, why this
had been done without his heing acquainted
with it, and that fhey had brought tho book of
treatios, that the governor might look at them:
the mossengers’being asked for what purpose,
replied because the king said the governor had
broken the law. The whole of the ecircum-
stances were however explained to the messen-
pers {or the satisfaction of the king, and in con-
clugion he was plainly told, that {hie govorn-
ment. of Cape Coast acknowledged no right
on tho part of the king of Ashanice Lo inlerpose
in any mattor which oceurred within the juris-
diction of tho {ort.

On the 218t of August a party ol Ashantees
arrived al Gape Const with a messagoe Lo the
governoy, stating that o misrepresentation of
the aflair at Moorie had been made o the
king, and that his majesty was so salisfied
with the true account of the particulars given
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to his messengers, that he dropped the aflan
centirely, and hadegiven orders that cvery ob-
struction to the dircet communicalion of tho
Aghantces with Cape Coast should be imme-
diately removed. When however Sir Chavles
Mac Carthy assumed the governmeni of tho
Gold Coast, the Ashantee trade had noli revived
at Cape Coast: the king, al the commencement,
of the differences, had strictly forbidden his
subjects to traffic with any people of that place,
Though they frequently walk that road in their
way to Elmina, our merchanis werg not able
to remove the injunction againkt them, Some
Ashantees came to Cape Coast in January,
previous to Sir Charles’s arrival, with an inso-
lent message to Mr. Smth the late governor,
and required him to swear on whiteman's book
(the bible) and also the people of Cape Coast,
that they were the good fiiends of the king,
They were sent back to Coomassie, en Sip
Charles’s arrival, but they did not veturn, nor
did he ever receive any messago from them.
The natives of Cape Coast had, during
these disputes, built a mud wall loop-holed
from the sea beach on the right of the towy,
across the hills to the sea beach on the left;
inclosing within it the town; and the African
Company’s government had hastily erccted a
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martello tower of mud and clay, on o hill in
the immediate vicinity, to f’urtlfy which Sir
Gieorge Collier lamled somoe guns from his nja-
jesty's ship Tartar, "

Such was the state of affairy on the Gold
Coast when Sir Charles Mac Carthy, agreeably
to instructions from his majesty, took upon
himsell the government of that part of the coast.
Lo sailed for Sicrra Leone about the 12ih of
May, leaving particular insiructions to culti-
vate and cherish"a good understanding with
all the natives around, to [ulfil tho ircatics by
the due payment of cusioms, and to impross
on their minds that Greai Britain had no other
object but 1o cncourage their commoerce and
industry,  Bir Charles, with the impression
that he should at his next visit find the conntry

«in the full enjoyment of peace, was with the
most bitler feelings of disappointment informaod
in Novomber {ollowing, that tho chief of the
Ashantees, after receiving by his moessengers
the usual presents, had, in hreachof the tren-
tics entered into with Mr, Bowdich, and aftor-
wards with My, Dupuis, and in deliance of tho
esiablished usages of the country during peace,
without any application whatever to Major
Chisholm, the commandant of the Gold Coast,
cmployed his agents Lo kidnap a mulatio man,
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(a serjeant in the Enyal African colonial corps)
who was on duty at Annamaboc; the unforiu-
ngfe man was carricd a prisoner to Donguakh
in the Fafitec country, filteen miles at the back
of Annamaboe fort, and there detained in irons.
This atrocious violation of the existing Lrealics
was said to have been occasioned by a dispute
which had taken place belween an Ashanico
trader, and the serjeani inside of Annamaboc
fort in the monih of May preceding, This
affair had been inquired into &t the time by tho
officer commanding tho fort, and a “justice of
the peace, when it was aatisf’acwrily proved
that the Ashantee began tho altercation hy
cursing the serjeant’s master, who had retortod
in similar expressions and turned the Ashanteo
out of the fort, From the timo of Sir Charles Mac
Carthy’s return to the Gold Coast {rom Sicrra
Leone in the early part of December, 1822,
until February 1898, it was daily veported and
circulated by the Ashantee caboccers al Dun-
quah. and the Fantees, thai their king (Osai
Tootoo Quamina,) disapproved of the proceed-
ings of his agents, and had ordered mossen-
gers to send down the serjeant, and as no pre-
cedent of a similar outrage was known, that
was generally credited
On the 2nd of February, it was ascortained
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that o son of the lato king had boon sent down
by Osai from Coomassie, with ono of his oxes
cutioners, to put the serjeant to death, and (o
sond tho jaw-bone, skull, and onc of the anhs
of the victim {o him, This murder was com-
mitied on the 1st of Febvuary, 1lis oxecllency
now considered it Lo be his duly to punish the
porpetrators of such an atrocious acl, and not
wishing to involve the innocent with the guilly
(the Fantecs, who from tho weakness or freach-
ory of their chiofs had ceased 1o have a will of
their owiy,) posiponed assembling a force 1o
attack those Ashantees who had been promi-
nent in the perpetration of the erime; in tho
mean {ime he proceeded 1o Annamaboc to ar-
range matiers for chastising tho murderors, and
he went by anow road which had heen formed
by subscription during his absonco through the
country. Ilo and his suito were conveyed in
carriages drawn by natives, six to cach vehicle,
which accommodated iwo persons; ihe eavri-
ages were drawn by theso mon at the vale of
six miles an hour, whicl, considering the
unfimshed state of the road, was astonish-
ing, and the more so, as they were nol
al all fatigucd on their arvival al Annamabog.
Neither hovses, donkeys, nor mules, thrive on
the Gold Coast. Theso animals have frequently
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been broughi there from other parts of the
Coast, but always dicd in a short time aftor
being landed, At Acera, where the ships of
the squadiron are chiefly supplied with live
stock, consisting of a small breed of cows and
bullocks, with shoep and turkeys, oblained
near the river Volta, they answer much better
than at any other of the European posscssions
of the Gold Coast; and horses have been known
to live there for several years, The manner in
which the Luropeans travel in the vicinity of
the forts where the road will allow of ii, and
they possess the means, is that which has been
just described, and where the paths arc nar-
row, they are carried in what is called a ham-
mock, which is a piece of board about two fect,
in length, and half as broad, having two holes at
cach end fastened to a bamboo pole, very tight
but strong, leaving sufficient room beiween, to
enable the traveller who sits sideways on the
board, with his feet resting on a smaller hoard
below, dependant from the other, leaning his
chest against the pole, and resting his arms on
it, which 1s carried alternately on tho shoulders
and heads of two men. The native chiefs travel
in this manner, and also in baskets mado like
a child’s cradle, in which they can recline af
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(ull length, or sit up, the hagkot is also carried
on the heads of men. '

His oxcellency’ss recoption by the natives
was cxiremely. flaltering, and on hid lcmrirﬁ;
Annamahoo on the 10th, the young and old of
hotlh soxes followed him a great distance [rom
the town, cvincing the warmest regard and
attachment to him and the British government :
o greal number of the inhabitants accompanicd
his ‘cxcellency as far as Ackertaccuah River,
hall way, where he halted, and the natives of
the couniry prompted by curiosity hastened to
the spot ; nearly s hundred people {rom Cape
Coast wore also assembled there o ofler him
their servicos as an honorary escort to Cape
Coust Castle; the inhabitanis of the villages
shewod their hospitality by Dbringing large
Jguantities of palm wine; cuch purly of the na-
tives wus headed by w chiel who individually
ingisted on swearing mutual friendship and sup-
port on his excelleney’s sword, after the custom
of thelr countrics, s exeolleney then moved
on [or Gape Coast Castle, where hearvived about,
four o'clock in the afternoon,  On his entrance
indo the town, the peoplo had collected in vast,
numboers; the streets and hilly were erowded:
by all classes, and cheering, shouling, fiving

¢
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of muskets, beating of drums, and the sound-
ing of horns, manifested tho sincerity of their
attachment to his porsony and their devotion
{o the ifiterest and wolfaye of the governmont.
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CHAP. 11,

Adookoo the King returns home-—The Txpecition
agatnst the Ashantees defeated—Mr. Dupuis ap-
pointed Consul to Commassie, Lo negotiate a Poace
—~8ir Charles Mac Carthy sails for Acera—Death
of Dr. Nicoll--the King of Ashariee threalens (o
drive the Xuglish into the Sea—Skirmish balween
the Ashaniees and the Peopls of Acora—Sir Charles
Mac Curthy sails’for the Colony of Bathurst—Pros-
perous State of Lhis Colony—Maqjor Iicketlls und
Laoulenant Austin uscend the Fouricaria River ~
Captain Laing advances against the Ashanteesm—s
Skirmish with and Retreat of the Fnemy—Dgjor
Chisholm forms a Camp al D' Jouquak,

I wag ascertained on the 218t that Adookoo
the king, and tho principal chicls of the Ians
tees, with their attendants, had returned from
Dongualh to their homes, and that the Ashan
tee prince and o fow of his captains who wore
present al the murder of the serjeant; with
their followors, amounting to two or three
handred only, remained atl Donqguah, No time
was lost in forming an oxpedition, and without
any provious notice being given to the regu-

¢ 2
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lars, the natives of the town of Cape Coast,
and the volunteers who were called into tho
Gastle to receivo their ammunition at 6 o’clock,
were all on the march before scven in the
evening,

From the trcachery, however, or imbeeility
of the guides, the troops which ought to have
reached Donquah, twenty miles from Cape
Coast, at four o’clock the next morning, lost
the right road, and, after cxcessive fatigue,
and want of cvery sort of provisions, were
suddenly attacked under a hgavy fire by a nu-
merous forec of Ashantees and Fanices, nm-
bushed in a thick coverced wood, on both sides
of a very narrow rugged path; but the advanced,
guard, consisting of a few men of ihe sceond
West India regiment, under the command of
Captain Laing, royal African corps, and Iine
sign Wetherell, of the second-West India rogi- -
ment, returncd the fire and moved onward,
but finding that they had been led into a differ-
ent direction from Donquah, it was conceivad
advisable that the expedition should fall back
on Annamaboe, In this affair there wore six men
killed ; one officer, Licutenant Swanzy, ro¥yal
African corps, thirty-cight men wounded,
and four missing. Scarcely had the Ashantces
murdered the serjeant, when they musterad
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severnl Fantee caboceeers to go to Annamaboc
and Capo Coast, to desire the natives living
there undor the protection of thoe forts, Lo take
fotish, to Dbe true to their chief, allading
the king of Ashantee, but which they rejected.
After the engagement sl Donqual, some mon
of importance from the I'antocs went 1o Anna-
maboe on the same business. It appears that
his majesty’s government, anxious Lo keep open
the interconrse which had been made with the
Ashantees by Mr, Bowdich, appointcd Mr.
Dupuis consul to Coomassic, who procceded
to the Ashantec tapital in February, 1820, and
in his {reaty with his sable majesly, sanctioned
the claims of Osai Tooloo Quaming over the
liberty of the whole Tantec nation, which
couniry s a8 extensive and as populous as that
of Ashanteo; ho also inserted in tho supplo-
mentary articles of the treaty, that it is herehy
expressty stipulated, that the natives of Cape
CoastTown heing subjeets to the king of Ashan-
tee, arce excluded from participating in the be-
nefils of cither of the treaties, as the king is
resolved Lo eradicate from his dominions the
sacds of disobedionce and msubordmation,”™

™

* Oviginally this monaroht intendoed to havo writlon
a lottor to tho king of Eagland, contuining sentimonts
¢ i3
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The natives of Cape Coast were never ¢on-
quered by the Aghantces : they have enjoyed
freedom under the protection of the DBritish
fidg for iwearly two centurics, although in some
instances they have been permitted or advised
to make free gifis to the king of Ashanteo, who
demanded, in 1820, sixieen hundrod ounces of
gold dust from the Castle, and as much from
the inhabitants ; to the first a vefusal was given;
on the second demand on the people, whosao
inability to pay such a finc being fully known
to the governor and council of ihe African come
pany, they lent them iwo hundred ouncos, well
knowing the inconvenience that would result
to them from a dispute with tho king of Aghan-
tee, with whose power they werc unable io
contend ; and although they would have found
proteetion within the range of the castle guns,
yet in the event of & war, they musi have with-
drawn from the interior, abandoned their-villoge

to this offect, hut chunging his intontion after the go.
neral troaty had been signed, ho dosived his ambassadory
to explain his sentiments al tho Dritish court as thoy
are hore recorded. Tho propriety of writing them down
in a treaty, he affirmod was manifost, as the povenr
and white men would know his immutablo polioy, and tho
public sentiments of his captains—~—Dupuis' Narrative
of « Residence in Ashantee, Appond, p, exaiii.
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and plantations, and become dependant on
exterior supplies for the ndeessaries of life.
On the 14ih of April, his excollency and suito
cmbarked on board the Owen Glendowen,
Commodore Sir Robert Mends, and the squa-
dron sailed for Accra: although his excellency
sol off al an earlier howr than ho intended,
thore was a large assemblago of persons to pay
a tribute of respect to an officer who had en-
deared himself to every class of socicly; thao
acclamations were general, and expressed those
sentiments that proceeded alone from sincere
respect.  In conlscquence of the Owon Glen-
dower having lost all her topmasts on the 14th
by a tornado, the strongest pust of wind evor
remenibered by the oldest inhabitants on this
coast, the squadron did not arrive at Accra
Judil Wednoesday, tho 16th,  On his excol-
leney's landing, the inhabitants of the town of
Danish, Duich, and British Accra, which arc
close to each other, evineed great joy. The
men kept up an incossant fire of musquotry, the
females sang and swept the path befors him,
others sprinklod it with watler. On the 20th,
1. Nicoll, deputy ingpector of hospitals, and
in charge of the civil and wmilitary medieal dex
partent on the wesiern coast of Afriea, de-
parted this life on board his majesty’s ship
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Cyrene ; he had Deen dangerously ill e long
time, and as it Was thought that a ehange of
air, and a voyage at sea would afford him some
bénefit, *he ombarked on the Mth at Cape
Coast, on board thc Cyrene, Capiain Perey
Grace, who, with his officers, paid him cvery
mark of estecm and rogard, o which ho was
so descrvedly entitled, In him the governor
in chief, and all those who had the walfare of
Africa at heart, lost a fviend. Dy his unwea~
ried exertions to promote the cause of huma-
nity,’ by his unhounded liberality, and by 1ho
coodness of his heart, he confributed much Lo
raise in the minds of the natives of Afriea, &
high respect for a British officer.

It appeared that the king of Ashantce had
sent messengers to the governor of Elming,
thanking him for all favours, and saying that (o -
vernor MacCarthywas wrong in his palaver, and
he advised that Cape Coasi Castlo sheuld he
enlarged, ashe intendod to drive the English inte
the sea; he also recommended thal they should
arm the fishes of the sea, for all would be of no
avail against the army which he intended to
bring against them, About the28th, his exeol-
lency left Aecra for Cape Coast, where he arrived
on the 8th of May. e was shortly alter in-
formed that a party of Ashantoes had arrived at
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Danish Accra to purchase gunpowder which
had heen prolibited some timé previous by the
whole of the mbabitants, In consequence of
this, a {force consisting of paxt of the warrisom
of the English fort, and a company of the mi-
litia, procceded to intercept them on their re-
turn to the interior, bui the troops could not
be rostrained, and having fired at a fow of the
Ashantoes, who -were In advance, the main
body of them ran back into the Danish town.
On the morning of the 30th, another parly of
Ashantces arrived at Danish Accera for the like
purpose, and theé inhabitants expressing dis-
satisfction at the measure, the Ashantees de-
liberately shotl at a mulatto man coming out of
tho fort, and four other mbabitants who wore
unarmed : on this the whole of the town’s poo-
Jile flew to arms, and killed fourteen Ashantees;
some of them ran into the houso of one of the
tradersy with whom thoy had heen accustomedd
todeal, and others seereted themselves amongst
the hushes, or among those whom they consi-
dered to he their friends, A short thime afier,
the Ashantees altempting to make thelr eseape,
wanre atlacked, when forty of thom were killed,
and a cousiderable booty fell into the hands of
the Aceras,  The menaces of the inhabitanty of
Danish Acern induced Mr. Richter Lo apply Lo
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the British for an cscort to bring those who
had fled into his house, to the English fort for
safety; but this request could not be complied
with, unless application had been made to
higher authority, and Mr, Riclier was obliged
at last to deliver them up to the people, who
brought twenty-four Ashantees and five Ifantec
smugglers as prisoners to the English com-
mandant, Captain Blencarne, of the royal Airi-
can corps, and requested that he would convey
them to Cape Coasi.’

Sir Charles Mac Carthy having prganized a
militia at Cape Coast, Annaméaboc, and Accra,
composed of the most intelligent natives resid.-
ing in those towns, and being assurcd of the
sincerity of the numerous native chiefs, includ-
ing the Fantees who had arrived {rom different
parts of the interior and along tho coast, and
who unanimously took the oath of allegiance lo .
the British government; trusting to tho pro-
fessions which had beenmade 1o them for pro-
tection, his exccllenoy sailed for the Gambia
on the 17th, of May, in the Cyrene, to inspect.
the settloment of Bathurst, established by him
six years previously on the island of St Mary,s,
which was then a barren spol, but his fostor-
ing and beneficent measures had in a short timo
raised it beyond the most sanguine expectation
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to an astonishing state of prosperity. At a
laie hour on the 1ith of Juby, he landed at
sierra Leone, with the officers of his suite,
Brigado Major Ricketis, and Ensign Wethorill,
and Woest India regiment, private sceretary,
from the Cyrene, having sailed from the Gam-
bia in cight days.

On his arrival he learnt that scveral of the
native chiels, both inland and near to the co-
lony, were al war, and that trade was con-
sequently stopped.  He was alsoinformed that
Amorah, king of the Mandingo country, a pow-
erful ehief, had assombled o Jarge foree, and
assisted by the Soolimas, a tribe some hun-
dred miles in ihe interjor, threatencd to atiaek
Dallah Mahamadoo, a c¢hicl residing on tho
Bullumshore, sovenmiles across from Krectown s
being dosirous of preventing the appronch of
hostilitics so near to the colony, as well ag of
restoring trade, Sir Charles went himsell in
Augusi, during the height of the rainy season,
over Lo Dallah Mahamadoo, and having induced
thal chief Lo promise to be friendly with Amo-
ral, should lie be so inelined, sent Brigades
mgjor Ricketts and Licutenant Austin, R, N,
a few days alter to Amorah on the I'ouricarin
rivor, one hundred miles distand from Sicrra
Loone.  They wend in an open boat, uund were
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two days and a night going up ; their arrival
was hailed by the people as the harbinger of
peace and other blessings. Amoral was n
gamp near Fanghia, but he returned to Fouri-
caria to receive them. Ie promised to fol-
low ihe advice of the governor; ancd on the re-
turn of the mission to Sierra Leone scvoral
gold and other merchants ¢came al the samc
time in canoes {rom that couniry, The follow-
ing anecdote is worthy of being inseried: on
the mission iaking their leave of Amorah,
he, after disclaiming in a violent manncr any
animosity against Sierra Leome, which he had
been accused of by his foes, said in broken Ing-
lish, ¢ Dallah Moody bad man too much, he no
king, he give mc bad namcs, he call himscif
Englishman, and he say me Spaniard, me Por-
tuguese, tell Mac Carthy me governor liko
him, me Englishman.”

 Amorah is a very clever man: he. writes
Arabic well, The town of Fouricaria is ox-
tensive, and the houses neatly built ; they
appear like so many coltages at a good distance
from each other. There were soveral Arabic

schools in the town, The bhanks of the river
are beautiful, and a good sized vessol can get

up the river as far as king Amoral’s town.

Horses with country-made saddles and bridles
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wore always ready for the officers of the mis-
sion, who rode about the countiry, which was
beautiful and well cultivated with rice. The
coflce tree grows wild horo. -

The mission retnrned to Sierra Leone aftor
an absence of scven days, Drigade-major Rick-
ctls having Dheen desired by Sir Charles
Muc Carthy to hasten his doparture, as he
only waited his return to proceed to the Gold
Coast, having rcceived information that threc
thousand Ashanteces had shewn thomselves in
the Fanfed country on iho 4th of June, and
that Major Chisholm, who was in command
there, had on the 11th sent Caplain Laing with
a large foree of regulars, militia, and allies to
meel thom 3 the veport of the advance of this
force under Caplain Laing induced the Ashan-

»{ees 1o reeross the Bosempra and return to
Coomassic, Tho attention of Captlain laing
wig {hén dirceted to appease o chief of Adju-
macon, heing the only man of consequencee in
ihe Tantec country who had objected to take
nart against the Ashanfees.  The movement
of Captain Laing’s force to Abmein, the resi-
dance of the king of the Fantees, induced that
chiof Lo join him with twelve hundred armed
men, The reason which provented Appea from
joining helore was ascertained to have been a
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wish to learn the real intentions of the Eng-
lish, and not from a desire to suppori the
Ashantees. After his junction, Captain la-
Thg advanced to Adjumacon, Appea’s coun-
iry, and made preparations to atiack Quashic
Ahmongquah, a Fantee chief who had taken
part with the Ashanteces, and who was watch-
ing the actions of Appea: however Quashic
Ahmonquah did not risk an engagement, but
fled to the banks of the Pra, where he remained
for a short time. Essecoomah, the capital of
this chief, was destroyed by order"of Caplain
Laing, who after that event returned to Cape
Coast Castle.

About the 28th of July it was reported at
Cape Coast that a body of Ashantoes had en-
tered the TFantee country with orders from their
king to foret their way to the Duteh seitle-
mént of Elmina : on recetving this information,
Captain Laing was directod by Major Chisholm
to march against them, it having been under-
stood that they were approaching in the diree-
tion of Donquah when the serjeant was killed.
At this place the force under Caplain Laing
rentained for some time, and on its being -
certained by scouts that there was no probg-
bility of ah immediate attack, Captain Laing
was desired to leave his force at Donquah, and
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io proceed to Elming, where ho suceceded in
inducing the acting governor to promise striet
neutrality, and that if any partics ol the Ash-
antees should reach Tlmina, he wodld turd
them out of the town; and if they should not
comply, the inhabitants of that place would
compel them to quil it by force of arms. At
day-light in the morning of the 13th of August
Quashic Ahmon¢uah was atlacked by Appea,
who in this affair ook cighty prisoners; he
had himselfl a narrow escape with. about three
hundred of*his people. Captain Laing, who
was now ai Yancoomasie, on recciving thig
information dispaiched a force to cut off his
retreat,  On tho evening of the 18th Appea
senl & mossengor oxpress lo Yancoomasie,
stating that the Ashanices wore advancing in
great force against him ; wpon which Caplain

+ Jaing carly next morning marched 1o his as-
sistance with a delachment of the 2d West In.
din regiment, in company with the Annamaboc
militin, and o party of the allies, who arrived
at Adjumacon on the 20th, aftor a long and
fatiguoing mareh, and noxt duy proceeded for
IEssocoomah, from which place Appen’s nd-
vanced guard hed been driven back that morn-
ing with tho loss of ona captain and six men
killed,
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The appearance of tho troops caused Lhe
cnemy to abandon the place in, groat disorder
and without any resistance: thcy with then
decustomed cruelty magsacred the unfortunate
prisoners who had fallen into thoir hands,
whose bodios were found atill roeking {rom the
knives of their murderers, . The near appreach
of night prevented ihe troops from pursuing
them ; and having halted until morning, they
marched to the westward in search of the
enemy, in which dircction it was conceived
they would fall in with them. The attack was
planned in five divisions, and they came upon
the camp unobserved, which was immediately
deserted by the enemy, leaving their dinners
on the fire, their apparel, swords, knives, and
among the rest some pillows .of the leadars,
The native chiefs were unwilling to follow up
the enemy, {irom the excessive fatigue they had
undergone, or it is supposecd great advantages
might have been the result, as Captain Iatch-
inson, of the Annamaboo militia, had heen
stationed with the Braffoes and Accoomfocs,
&c. at Monsue, where the retreat of the encmy
might have been cut off, and forced to cress
the Pra under a heavy fire. It was supposed
this camp contained at least six thousand souls,
but the natives said that the army, composed
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of Ashanices, Assins, and Quashic Ahmongual
people, was far beyond that number,

As tho force of the Ashanices had not boen
correetly ascertnined, Captain Blencaine, ofs
the royal African corps, was ordered by Ma-
jor Chisholm from Accra with a reinforeement
to assist Captain Laing's division il required.
Sixteen hundred men were ready immediately
after the order was known ; among the rest a
company of ‘the Danish Aceras, accompanicd
by My, Richter, and Captain Banncrman, who
cominandeds the militia, which were m a toloy-
able slate of discipline. The Ashanlces having
retreated, Captain Laing returned with  his
forces 1o Monsue, where Captains Hutchinson
and PFraser of the militia had been left in com-
mand of the main part of the I'antoo army,
Anothor camp had been formed Dby order of
Major Chisholm at 'Jouqguah, distant inland
from Cape Coast about cighteon miles (v the
north-west, composed of a party of the regulavs,
Cope Coast militig, and some of the allied
forces, under the command of Licutenant King,
R, N. to prevent the Ashantces golting to
Llamina and being supplied with anmmunition
from thenee,

I
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CHAY, III

St Oharles Mac Carthy relurns to Cape Ooast Castle
from Sierra Leone—Arrival of a Messenger from
the King of Adjumacon—Sir Charles Mae Carthy
proceeds to Yancoomassie Camp—Cheboo, King of
the Fantees, put to death—The Town of Donquah
—Preseniation of Colours to the Royal African
Regiment—Menacing Movemenis of the Ashanieos—
Active Preparalions for Wart—Military Movement
into the Warsaw Country—Army orosses the Rivey
Bosempra—Halt five Days at Assamaeorw——Sacri-
fice of Virgins to the Felish-—Relreat of the War-
saws and Dinkeras—Preparalions for Baltle—The
Action—Defeat of the Allies—Caplure and Mas-
sacre of Sir Charles Mac Carlly—Cudjoe Cheboe,
King of Dinkera—DBrigade-mejor Ricket (s’ Rolraal
by the River Pra. '

o1 Charles Mae Carthy sailed from Sicira
Leone on the 28th of Octloher, in the colonial
schooner, and arrived at Cape Coast on the
28th of November, having been thirty-gne
days on his passage from calms.  On his land-
g, every countenance, black as well as white,
expressed that joy which can only ho compared
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to that produced in a family on the return of an
allcetionate parent,  Soon afler his excelleney's
arrival, he visited the eamp of D'Jouquah, then
commanded by Licutenant Mac Lean; of tha
royal African colonial corps; and on his return
praceaded, on the 15th of December, 1o Anna-
maboe. On landing, the crowd of chicly,
pynins, (& kind of magisiratc among the na-
tives,) men, women, and children, was innu-
merable ; tho alr resounded with, cries of
“ Accoa ba If'woorw O meaning, how do you
do master.. Ilis excelloncy, after a short visit
to tho fort, ingpceted the militia. ‘Fhe parade
here was also erowded by an immense popula-
tion.  After the inspection, the native chioly
with their martial bands, armed {ollowers, dig-
nitarics, and favourite wives, passed in sue-
.cession helore him, being seated ander a noat
bamboo hul ¢recled on the ground for the occa-
sion, surrounded by his suite, and the oflicers
and gentlemen of Annamaboe.  The scveral
¢hiefs shook hands most cordially with the go-
vernor, expressing in the strongest and most
animaled lerms by words, counienance, and
gesture, their satisfuction al his retarm among
them,  As soon ag they had resumed {heir
seals around the parade, their several oflicers
marshalled their men, who went through the
D 2
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evolutions and fivings of a sham fight ; chief
after chief sent his mon, and various chicfs of
towns situated at a small distance from Anna-
enaboe, joined the meeting, their men taking o
share in all the sports; the firings, &c. lasted
for scveral hours; the reports of the muskots,
the noise of the war drums and other instru-
ments, the cries of the warriors, and the re-
joicings of the women, produced such a sin-
gular cffect, that it is impossible by words {o
depict an adequatc idea of the scene.

The arrival of a messenger from Appea, king
of Adjumacon, announcing his intended visit
to Annamaboe to pay his respects to his oxcel-
lency, induced the governor to defer for ano-
ther day his visit to the camp ai Yancoomassie,
in the Fantee country, which had also Dbeen
formed in his abscnce by Caplain Laing, undor,
the directions of Major Chisholm,

On the morning fixed for the grand entry of
Appea into Annamaboe, the whole line of the
heach between that place and Agah, (one mile
in length,) was crowded with the carriers of
his army. As the day advanced, the line of
dependants was succeeded by the armed men
of this chief; innumerable umbrellas of various
colours could he distinguished, and their glit-
tering swords, with gold hilts, had a very im-
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posing appearance.  About cleven o'clock, no-
tice being given of Appea’s near approach, his
cxeclleney left the fort, and took his seat in the
bamboo hut before mentioned, every thing ines
dicating the rapturous ecstacy of the multitude;
as Appea advanced, a dead stillness prevailed,
which was only broken by the sudden sounds
ol horns and drums, The procession, which
enlered the arca in good order, had becn ar-
ranged with groatl laste, and the eflect certainly
cxceeded expectation,  Ihight large canopics
atiracted curiosity from their ingenious con-
struction of cloth of various colours, some of
them diversified with figures; also some large
umbrellas, carricd over the several captains,
riding in their palanguins, or litters of vartous
deseriplions, cach captain or commander being
surrounded by his own elan,  Atlength Appea,
of whom all had felt anxious Lo obiwin o sight,
appearcd ; he was carried by his own domes-
ties, who, by cvery expression and atiention,
shewed thoir eare of iheir master  he veclined
on a4 satin cushion, with o handsome cloth of
native manufacture, to cover his body if ro.
quired ; his oceras, or confidential pages, pre-
ceded his palanquin, carrying clophants tails,
cmblematic of hiy power, and ton gold hilied
swords; his first wile and sister were close in
n a3
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succession, followed by his bards, who sang
his victories and groat tilles; his band [ol-
lowed playing theix familiax airs, by which the
cleeds of their great men are recorded in the
minds of the people. Ilis drums which playel
their part in the rehearsal of his power, were
covered with tartan plaid. 1o hide the skulls
and jawbones of his conquered enemies, with
which they were decorated according to the
custom of the native chiefs on this part of the
coast; he being fearful, from the character he
had heard of his cxcellency, thats they might.
sive offence. As oach of ihe chicftaing of Ap-
pea drew near the bamboo hui, the captains
alighted from their palanguins, and afier mak-
ing a low obeisance 1o his excellency and un-
covoring boih shouldors according 1o the cus-
tom of the country, they shook hands and en-
deavoured to evince overy demonstration of ro- .
spect and affection: each paraded to 1ho gpot,
allotted to him and his rotinue: the same form
was followed by Appea. The whole of the chicf-
tains surrounded by their countrymen and ad-
heronts having taken their proper siations ac-
cording to the cusiom of their country, the
same compliment was observed by the cabo-
ceers of Annamabog.

On the morning of the 20th of December,
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his cxcallency, without any of those who were
to accompany him, and without palanguin,
bearcrs, or any one buil a nalivo guide, pro-
ceeded o Yancoomassic camp on foot, distants
aboul twenty-seven milos in tho interior of
Annamaboo, and was seven milos off when his
suitc joined him, At the different villages
through which Sir Charles passed to the camy,
e was recoived by the women and ohildren,
who were the only persons left in thom, wilh
every demonsiration of joy and respect, tho
men having: all joined the comyp. They sang
songs in his praise, at the samo time clapping
their hands ; somoe of the women offering him,
and thosc who followed, palm wine and {ruil,
whilst others swept tho stroei as ho passed
through their vespoctive villages.  They had
pever seon him before, butl such famo had his
. Boodness gained him, that ho was looked upon
as o supernatwral heing, which indeed his com-
manding stature did nol tond to diminish,

On his oxcelloney’s arrival at the camp, the
nativo chiofs, ever ready to avail themselves of
an opportunity to manifest their zcal, wont
thyough their evolutions, Ilis oxcellency was
pleased with thoir attentions and expressed his
wish to dispense with their fiving; but Adovkoo,
king of Funtco,senla politcinessuge to hiwm, say-
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ing hemust dohis duty whatever might happen,
even if some one should be killed. The whole of
the native chiefs who joined in the rear agninst
~ihe Ashantees were not satisfied until they had
evinced their sincerity by swearing allegiance
in their fashion, as follows: the porson about
to swear took a sword in his right hand, and
with great animation whilst expressing his de-
termination called heaven to witness that he
would be faithful to the cause, continually
pointing the sword upwards ai the governor's
head, and flourishing it round his own, so neax
at times, that his excelloncy's cyes were fre-
quently in imminent danger. They would also
swear on the bible, (whitc man’s {etish as they
termed it,) but before any of them would con-
scnt to join in the war against the Ashantees,
Sir Charles was obliged to assurce them, that
he would never make poace with that tribe .
without aequainting them with his intentions,
and that their interest should ever be con-
sidered. The rcason which they gave for mak-
ing this stipulation was, thal when, after a
protracted defence, the Ashantec army con-
quered the Assin country north of the riwer
Bosempra in 1807, the resistance made by these
people so exasperated the king of Ashantec,
that e ordered every one who fell into his
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hands to be put to death,  Those who eould
effect their escupe sought safety by fight to
Ffantee, These unfortunate people, driven to
despair, arrived at Cape Coast expeeling (a
find proteetion, but on the conirary, the
governor, Colonel Torrane, scized Cheboo
their king, an old, mfirm, and blind man, and
delivored him overto the Ashantees, aller they
had arrived at Annamaboe, where hic was put
o death, with tho mosl exeruciating toriure,
Those of his people who had remained at Cape
Coastwitha hopethat the life of their king would
satisly their encimics, were grievously deceived,
for they were driven oul by force, and harassed
by every means that could he devised, Those who
were taken prisonersand brought in, lingercd out
o painful existence In the dungeons of the cas-
e, many of them died, and the few that re-
mained were brought to the hammer and sold
as slaves to the best bidder, At Annamaboe,
Lthe treatment of the nalives was ¢qually dread-
ful; uven those who had found protection in
the fort were claimed hy Colonel Torrane, on
the pretence thal the king of Ashantee had
made a present of them Lo him; and many of
thom were actually sold, and put on bowrd of
slave vessels, others wore transported to Cape
Coust, where such scenes of humuan misery and
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suffering presented themselves as are too shock-
ing for recital. ]

At his excellency’s arrival al Yancoomassio
gamp, therc werc several Assin chicfs, allics
of the Ashaniees, who had becen waeiting his
arrival ; these cxpressed a great desire lo join
him,and asked for fiftecn daysio make arrange-
ments. They begged that the governor would
allow the Fantees to let them have a little salt,
which wasgranted to the exteniof half a tacoo,
in value equal to three pence hall-penny,
for this they were very thank{ul: on the 21st
his excellency visited Mac Carthy Camp, a
milein advance of Yancoomassie : the surround-
ing country is beautiful, He called on his re-
turn at Donquah, whore he wasshewnthehouso
in which the unfortunate serjeant was kept o
prisoner and the large tree under which ho was
murdered, A child ten years of age, the son
of the chief Painiry (iho person alluded to in
the Moorie affair) of that village was made @
principal aclor in thai hotrid scene, and was
afterwards at school at Annamaboe.

The town of Donquah is very pretiy ; the
main street is about sixty feet wide, with
row of trees in the centre, affording a hoautiful
shady canopy. The cross sireets branch off
at right angles, His cxcelloney walked tho
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greater part of the way both going to and com-
ing from Yancoomassic. Night approaching
on his rolurn, and the path being very rugged
and dangerous, he was preceded by natives.
with flambeaux, the track being slippery, and
from the quantity of rain that had fallen,
they were sometimes up to their knees in
water, and did not arrive at Annamaboe until
cloven o'clock at night, The next morning
oatly, his excellency left that place for Capo
Coast with ihe intention of procceding to Ac-
era, for thevpurposo of viowing the camp which
had bheen formed™in hig absence, wnder the or-
ders of Captain Blencarne of the royal African
corps., On the 256th he ingpeeted his rogi-
ment, the royal Afvican colonial corps; and
aller a suitable address on the ocension Lo the
Iawopoan soldiers who had lately joined the
regiment, on their duty as men and soldiors,
cxhortod them to supporl the charactor and
wnour of their country, not by bravery alone,
but by a sirict adhorence to justice and
humanity, To the native African soldicrs ho
oxpressed hiy  salisfaction at their gonoeral
good conduet, s execllency then presented
Lo tho regiment a handsome paiv of colours,
In consequonce of various accounts received
through some of the native chicls, our allics,
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respecting the Epﬂmnwntﬁ of the Ashaniecs,
one of which was thal they were rapidly ad-
vancing to the coast in twelve divisions, his
cxcellency altered his inlention of going to
Accra, and dirccted Captain Blencarne to
movce forwards towards them with his division,
in order to threaten the Ashantces in that quar-
ter. Captain Laing was at the samo time
ordered to advanceo with the Fantgce troops to
the Assin country, with a view to make a di-
version on that side ; he himself proceeding to
D'Jouquah camp, cightecn miles*march, on
the 29th, taking with him (with the exception
of a few men and an officer lelt in the Castlo)
the whole of the troops, consisting of the royal
African colonial corps, a small detachment of
the 2nd West India regiment, having marched
on the 27th, and the militia, under their re--
spective officers, on the 28th, for that place.
It would be difficult to describe the feclings
of the native population on the departure of
thesc troops to wage war against the tyrant
who had so long becn the scourge of a consi-
derable portion of western Africa.  On his
excellency’s reaching the camp, the troops,
including the native allies, werc drawn up
ready 1o receive him, and the natives grected
him 1n a manner far beyond any thing that can



TITW ABITANTREYR WAR, 4

he concelved, 1Ic expressed great admiration
and satisfaction at the appearance of so many
finc men ready to avenge the murder of a Bri-
tish scrjeant, who had shewn the Ashantces a»
specimen of the British character in denying
{0 hig last moment thais their king was his
master.

During Sir Charles Mac Carthy’s stay at
D’Jouquah he was indefatigably engaged, hoth
morning and evening, in personally drilling the
menh to the bhugle sounds and bush fighting,
On the 4th of January a force of nearly two
thousand men having been collected, a move-
ment Lo Ampensasue, the head quarters of An-
nimelle, the king of Warsaw, on the left bank of
the river Bosempra was determined on, and
Major Chisholim, who had heen left at Cape
Coast to make some necessary preparalions,

« was ordered tojoin the army on that day. The
diticulty of procuring provisions and shelter on
the rout, rendered it necessary to advance in
small parties, which, together with the impos-
sibility of obtnining carriers, retarded lor some
days the departure of his excelleney from the
caa).

On the 8th of Janunary, iformation was re-
ceived of the eulrance of the enemy into West-
ern Warsaw, and that the allied forees in that
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divection were precipitately retreating hefore
them; this information .immediately decided
the departure of his cxcellency for the right
.bank of the river Pra, with such part of tho
forces that had not already marched for Am-
pensasue, and lie directed Major Chisholm. to
proceed to assume the command of the latter
place, signifying it to be his intention to-send
him instructions how to act, on agcertaining
the state of affairs at Warsaw, The native
chiefs at IY’Jouguah, among whom were those
of Cape Coast, on hearing of Sir Charles Mac
Carthy’s intention of proceeding himsclf farther
into the country, entreated of him to return tu
Cape Coast, stating that they did not think it
becoming in their governor to command in
the field against the Ashantecs, unless hcadad
by their king in person.

It had heen said that it was the intention 0[‘
Sir Charles to proceed to Coomassic,*hut thoe
author does not think he was really serious, if
he had ever entertained such an idea. It way
avidently good policyin getting the surrounding
tribes to join in repelling the enemy, otherwise
they would have been forced to join the king,
and those rosiding under our protection must
have suffered, even if they had only their pro-
vision-grounds, and villages destroyed, which
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took place alterwards in the advance of the
Ashantecs to Cape Coast, and thousands of
unforfunate beings would have been shipped off
into slavery. ,

Sir Charleg’s movement into the Warsaw
country, was to encourage the natives by his
own presence and example in defence of their
wives, children, and property; for the natives
at this time dreaded even the name of the
Ashantces, from the cruclties and impositions
practised on them by that tribe.

His excellency, on the morning of the 9th,
proceeded on from D'Jouquah on foot {for Ban-
300, & village saventeen milos from ihat place,
lcaving o company of eighty men, natives of
the Gold Const, who had notlong heen enlisied
for the royal African colontal corps, commandad
by Ensign Ilxskine, three companies of native
militia, officered by themerchants of Cape Coast,
consisting of one hundred and soveniy men,
who had not been long embodied, and about
two bundred and forty unorganized nalives,
under thoir own captains, to follow him. The
troops overtook Sir Charles half way, but the
roads were 50 bad, that they did not amive ot
Bansoo until late in the ¢vening, much fo-
tigued. They remained at tlus village the
whole of the noxt day, waiting for the native
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force 10 come up, but which did not join them
until late in the day.

On the next moming his excellency, with
the whole of the troops and natives, moved on
for Heman, a village on the banks of the river
Bosempra, leaving Brigade-major Ricketts with
the rear guard to sce cvery thing forwarded:
this he found great difficulty in accomplishing,
as the carriers who brought the baggage from
I’Jouquah camp had run away. Sir Charles
would not consent to pay the natives the exhor-
bitant price they demanded as carriers, and
they entertained an idea that they would ho
looked upon by their countrymen as cowards,
if they had not a musket, and did not join their
clan, It was, In consequence, frequently im-
possible to procure carriers, and the brigade-
major was obliged to Impress women, ag well as.
men, into that service, and to foree them along
with the baggage; hut who, on finding a fo-
vourable opportunity, threw their loads into the
woods, and disappeared.

On the morning of the 12th, his excellency,
with the troops, marched (or Deraboassie,
another village seventeen miles lower down, on
the banks of the Bosempra. The path was
extremely bad, baving to climh precipices,
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and to pass through various swamps, frequently
above the knee, and in consequence of which
they did not arrive at Deraboagsiéd until very
late in the day, much fatigued; tho native
force, at the same time, kept a considerablo
distance in the rcar. '

At seven o'clock 1 the morning of the 13th,
the troops commenced crossing the Bosempra
in eight small canoes, which carried hut two
men at a time, besides the person who paddied,
and as soon as the native company of the royal
African colonial gorps had crossed the river,
his oxcellency, who was one of the first that
passed over, procecded on with them {or Assa-
macow, in the Warsaw country, distant about
iwenty miles from tho viver, This march was
worse than any they had hitherto experienced,
and they could only reach a small village that
night, called Guah,

On the next morning, the 14ih, his oxcel-
lency procceded on wilh the men of {he royal
African dorps, desiving the militia to follow.
The whole body of troops arrived at Assama-
cow at three o'clock in the afternoon, whepe
they halted and remained five days, waiting
for the native foree to come up.  During this
poriod, an Ashantce girl and a lad arrived,

K
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who had been t#ken prisoners at some place
near to Ashantce, and sent to Sir Charles,
They stated, in reply lo some questions that
were put to them respeciing the king, that
when they left Coomassie, young virgins had
been sacrificed on certain days in the week to
the fetish for the recovery of his health, The
town of Assamacow is delightfully sitnated,
and the houses have nearly the appearance of
those in an English village of the bettor class,

They are neatly built in a superior stile, and
that in which Sir Charles Mac Carthy was
quartered, was ascended by a flight of twenty
steps. The rooms are floored, and the win«
dows have grcon jealousies; there was also o
bedstead with curtains in his sleeping room.
The houses are built of the samo materials as
those at Cape Coast, viz. swish and thatched
roof, Mpr. Brandon, the ordnance store-
keeper, had arrived at this place a {ew days
before by way of Sucoondees, which is situatod
on the sea coast, and whither he had gone by
water with ammunition, which was much re-
giived, as the regulars and militia had only
twenty rounds each, besides leaden slugs and
loose powder, much of which had been da-
maged by the rain that had fallen on the mareh,
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in crossing tho river and vatious rivulets, to-
gether with the want of proper means of sex
curily.

During the stay at Assamacow, Sir Charles
was informed that the Warsaws and Din-
keras were rctreating before the Ashantces,
and were In want of provisions; he therefore,
immediately on the arrival of the native foree,
dispatched Mr. Williams, the colonial secre-
tary and adjutant goneral of militiay (who had
been sent previously to Sir Charles’s departure
from Cape ‘Coasty, to teport upots the stale of
this part of the country, and who had returned
to D'Jouquah camp Dbefore his exccllency
marched flom thence,) to assure the Dinkeras
and Warsaws, that he would in a {ow days
join them, and that he oxpected the foree una
-dler Major Chisholm, consisting of all the Fuio-
poans and most of the nalive men of the royal
AfYican’corps, tho detachment of tho 2nd West
India repiment, and threo companics of the
militia, hosides numerous partics of the allied
forces, and which was, from tho description of
men of which it was composed, the main hody
of the army, to form a junction with him, hd
having written on the 17th, urging that officer
1o join him without delay. My, Williams also
received instructions to mark out a place for a

g 2
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camp, and to cnfleavour to gel'the Warsaws
and Dinkeras to remain there until Sir Chatles
should arrive ; but Mr., Williams found them in
full retreat, and it was with much diffieulty that
he prevailed upon them to halt upon the hanks
of a small river called Adoomansco, tho spot
which he had chosen for a camp.

On the morning of the 19th, in conscquence
of information from Mr. Williams, his excel-
leney dispatched Brigade-major Rickells al o
few moments notice with the regulars and mi-
litla, to join him, desiring thal a guard should
be left for the ammunition, which would ho
forwarded under the care of Mr, Brandon, in-
tending himself to follow with the native forces,
The cries of the immense number of women
and children, who bhad el {ogeiher on the
march, was most distressing, and there were
some poor old men among them who toticred
along on crutches. "

Early in the day of the 20ih, Brigade-major
Ricketts reached the river, twenty miles march
from Assamacow, having heen obliged {o halt
for the might in the woods oxposed {o heavy
rains, the mud in some places rcaching the
troops above the middle of their hodies,
Shorlly after the brigade-major reached M.,
Williams with the troops, he was informed,
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that none of the natives would clear the jungle
for the camp.  The chiefs of the Warsaws and
Dinkeras, on being told how nccessary it was
for o camp to be cleared, and that it ought to
be begun immediately, promised to send peo-
ple over to the opposite bank of the river,
where it was supposed that the enemy would
take up their position, to cut the wood down
but not long after this, the Warsaws mustered,
and were decamping with every thing in their
possession, and said they were going to clear
the wood qn the opposite bank of the river, the
brigade~-major stopped where they had Lo eross
over, but at length it being plainly seen that
their intention was to retreat, a strong guard
of militia was posted to provent thom, until
Sir Charles Mac Carthy should arrive. Thoe
head men of the Warsaws wero then sent for,
and asked whether thay intonded to fight 1 to
which fhey roplied in the affirmative, At this
moment an alarm was given that the Ashantees
wero advancing, and every onc took his station,
where they remained for about five hours ex-
posed to a most iremendous storm of rain, It
having now become dark, and it being a strict
fule with the Ashantees never to fight at night,
the troops wore called in, leaving senirics whero
it was conceived nceessary.  Both officers and
I
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men slept this night without any covering, not
having time to erect huis, and the men being
much fatigued.

Immediately on the alarm being given, a
messenger had been dispatched with tho infor-
matipn to his excellency, who was supposed
to be at the time about five miles distant, who
shortly returned with two letters, one ad-
dressed to the brigade-major, and the other to
Mr, Williams, stating that Sir Charles did not
believe 1t possible thal the Ashantees could be
so near, and attribufed tho alarm to & design
of the natives to induce him t6 retreat, as some
of their chiefs had, just before heé lefl Assama.-
cow, entredied him to recross the river Pra:
he also added that he was determined to see
how the Ashantees liked our balls,

On the next morning early, tho 21si, his
excellency joined with about iwo hundred men
from Appea, chief of Adjumacon, which he
had sent as 8 body guard to Sir Charles, and
forty natives of Capoe Coast; the Commendas,
amounting to several hundred, having halted on
the way: he was also accompanied by Quashie
Ydcow, chief of Assamacow, an infirm old man,
who was carried in a basket, Sir Charles did
this to induce Quashie Yacow's pcople to fol.
low him, they having shewn no ineclination to
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move forward. llis cxccllgney was informed
of the manner in which the Warsaws had be-
havod, and after taking a little rest, (he being
exceedingly fatigued, having come the whole
distance from Assamacow on foot and having
gone to reconnoitre the position that had been
taken up) in the mean while ho sent for the
chicfs of the Warsaws and Dinkeras, and on
his return and whilst he was yel in conference
with them, the alarm was given, and every
person xepaived to his station, Sir Charles still
doubting that the Ashantees could have ad-
vanced so near,’ IHis body guard of their own
accord ook up their position on the exireme
left; Sir Charles missing them, scni repeatedly
to desire they would come to him, but they
posilively rofused, stating that thoy understood
bush fighting and had got a position which
thoy liked.

Abopt two o’clock the onemy, who wove said
{o be considerably more thanien thousand men,
mstead of boing divided, as it was roported,
wero ¢ollecied togother, armed with muskets,
and having a large description of knives stuck
in their girdles, they wore heard advancing
through the woods with horns blowing and
drums beating, and when thoy came within half
& mile of our parly they halted, when S8ir
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Charles ordercd the band of the royal African
cotps which had accompanied him, to play
“ God save the King,” and the bugles to sound,
he having heard through some channael in which
he placed confidence, that the greater part of
the Ashantecs only wanted an opportunity Lo
come over to him. The Ashantees played in
return, which was alternalcly repeated se-
veral times, and then a dead silence ensued,
interrupted only by the fire of our men at
the enemy, who had by this time lined the
opposite bank of the river, which, was here
about sixty feet wide ; having marched up mn
different divisions of Indian file through the
woods with their horns, sounding the names or
calls of their different chiefs: a black man who
had been at Coomassie was able to name overy
Ashantec chief with the army, by the sound of
their respeciive horns.

The action now commenced on both sides
with determined vigour, and lasted till nearly
dark. ' It was raported about four o’clock that
pur troops had oxpended all their ammunition,
consisting of twenty rounds of ball cartridges,
besides leaden slugs which were contained in
small bags suspended by a sling round the
men's necks, and loose powder contained it
small kegs, carricd also by the men them-
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sclves, application was mage to Mr, Dran-
don, who arrived in the middle of the aclion,
for o fresh supply of ammunition, he having re-
ceived his exccllency’s orders to have forty
rounds of ball cariridges packed in kegs for each
man ready to he issued. IIis was done to
lighten the men, who had to carry respectively
their own provicions for many days, as well as
to preserve the ammunition from being damaged
by the swamps and rain; but My, Brandon
said that it had not yet amrived, and that he
had only g barrel of powder and one of hall
with him, which were immediately issued, llo
had left Assamacow with about f{orty natives
carrying ammunition and was in advance of
them when the engagement commenced.

The carriers who wero natives of that and the
adjoining countrics, and who had been obtained
al Assamacow more by persuasion than by any
other mpeans, sceing the Warsaws, their coun-
trymen, making the best of their way from the
battle, followed their example, nearly the
whole of the guard it is supposed shared tho
same fate as mosi of their hrethren the militia
and soldiers: a corporal of the militiaand one or
two others,composing part of the escort, arvrived
al the placo of action shortly before its conelu-
sion, and reported that the curriers had refused
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to advance any fyrther with the amunition and
that most of them had run away. On this cir-
cumstance being roported to Sir Charles, h#
desired to see My. Brandon, with whom he
was exceedingly angry, and if he had not sud-
denly disappeared eithor into the woods or to
look after the ammunition, it is probable that if
Sir Charles bad had the means at the moment,
he would have put his threat into execution of
suspending him to a tree,

The enemy perceiving that our fire had slack-
ened, aitempted to cross the river, which at
this time had become fordable and succcoded.
They had often atiempted it when the river was
swoln by the rains that had fallen, on treos
which had been previously felled across to
answer as bridges, but they were repulsed
with great slaughter. The enemy had dis-
patched a considerable force to cncompass our
flanks in order to pravent our retreat, and now
rushed in all directions on our gallant little foree,
who still defended themselves with their bay-.
onets, until they were completoly overpow-
ered by their myriads, who instantly behcaded
nearly every one of those who unfortunately
fell into their remorseless hands. The Warsaws
it appearcd had left the field early in the action.
His oxcellency, who had himself recoived sc-
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vera] wounds, thus perceiving every thing was
lost on his side, retived ta where Cudjac Cheboo,
the king of Dinkera, surrounded by his people,
were bravely fighting, It is nccossary to say
something of this chicf, as ho will hereafter form
a promineni character in this account of the
Ashantco war, The late king of Ashanice
suspecting that the king of Dinkera, who
was at the time at Coomassie, had some in
tention of joining in the war against him, had
him in consequonce imprisoned, and Chchoo
having roqeived secret information througlh
some female, thut it was the intentions of the
chiefs to put him to death, he by bribery com=
municated these circumstiances to the people
of his country, whoso chicfs hastily agsembled
a strong parly at Dinkera, and by concerted
moasures approached Coomassie, whence their
king Cudjoo Choboo made his eseape to them,
and although the Ashantees, on the alarm bo-
ing given, were alert in their codeavours to
relake him, he escaped, and, on his avrival at
Dinkera proclaimed war against Ashantee.
IIe sent some Ashantces who were then at
Dinkera, working in the gold mines, to tell the
new king thal his captains wero very trust-
worthy, as some of them had allowed him {o
escape for gold ¢ on this the whole of tho chiefs
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of Ashantec assclphlud, and after denying the
accusation, unanimously swore on thelr most
solemn oaths, whieh is Dy the head of their
king, and Acromantio and Saturday,* that they

# About the year 1718, tho then king of Iinkora
(a youug prince) sent some of his wives to complimont
tho king of Ashantce on somo particular oceasion. The
king treated them kindly, and some time aftor sont
some of his wives to roturn the compliment to tlo
king of Dinkera and to assure him ol hiy osteem. Thoy
wore well received at Dinkera, but tho king tuking a
fanoy to one of them, provailed on her to, comply with
his wishes, she depavted afterwardn with tho rost for
their couniry, The king of Ashnntee hocoming ac-
guainted with what had taken pluce, nssembled an army
and engaged the Dinkeras, whom he defeated. Tho
Akims having aided the Dinkeras, the Ashantevs en.
tered the conntry, and the king on his way to join them
was suddenly attacked by a stronger party of the onomy
than his oscort, as he was crossing the rivor Pra and wus
killed, and nearly the wholc of his followers sharod the
samo fate. The war in consequence bxoko out wiih
greater fury, and a lown called Acromantio, in which the
enemy had lodgod the night provious to the altaok, was
burnt and totally destroyed and overy living croature
found in it put to death, henoe tho exprossions * loro
Aoromantie and Saturday,” (Acromantic Momindn)
by which this calamity of Ashanteo is romemboered und
which is presoribed by the laws ag amost sacrod oath of
that country,
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would bring hack to Coomassfe the king of Din-
kera or his head, should he even find protection
within the walls of Capc Coast Castle. A
large force being in conscquence assembled,
went in pursuit of him, who was joined by the
king ol Tuclful, Awodsooco, as he passed
ihrough that couniry for Warsaw, followed
closely by the Ashantec army.

Sir Chatles, in joining the king of Dinkera,
wished the men to be nformed of his inten-
tion to retreat, but ncither bugles nor any
ather instruments were to be had to give the
requisite signal, every man of tho African corps
having joined his company in the action; and
it was impossible, from the thick underwood
where the men were now overpowered by the
enemy and dispersed, to sce many yards arousid,
and o few wounded men only were got toye-
ther, A small brass field picee, which had
arvived’ during the engagement, and flung dow
in baste, for it was still lashed with ropes to
the poles on which it had been brought on
men’s shoulders, was about this time unloosed
and the muzzle raised, whilst My, e Grall, a
man of colour, linguist at Cape Coast and
licutenant in the militia, went round and ob-
tained some powder from the king of Dinkora,
with which and some loose musket Dalls, that
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had been left in a%keg, it was loaded and fired
in the direction of the cnemy, in hopos to im-
pede, in some measure, their advance; but
they immediately afterwards rushed forward,
and killed and wounded two men of the 2nd
royal West India regimont, viz., the brigade-
major’s and Sir Charles Mac Carthy’s ordetlics,

The brigade-major, who had been wounded,
finding that his excellency had left the king of
Dinkera, followed in the direction which he
understood he had taken, and shortly after ob-
served him in a frack in advapce. Tie recog-
nized him by his feathers, Soon after some
musquetry was fired in front, and there was a
pencral rush back of those who were with him,
after which no more was seen of him, The
hrigade-major, followed by someofthe wounded
and Mr. De Graft, entered the thickest part of -
the wood, inclining towards the king of Dins
kera, who still kept up o fire and rvotreating at
the same time, A Warsaw man rushing by at
this time, was fortunately seized by a militia
serjeant who spoke the same language, and the
man promised, if he was rewarded, that he
would guide them through the woods. A silvet
whistle and chain were then given to him by
Mr. De Graft, on which he led the way, ond
of the party holding him fast, Ilo took them
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first along side a sircam of®water, then out,
and along the banks for a short distance ; then
in again and out on the other side, this he
said was to conceal their track. The encmy
at this time was close to them, scouring the
woods, and they were obliged now and then
to hide themsclves.

It having at last become so dark that they
could not sec one gnother, thoe Warsaw mau
said that il was impossible to proceed until the
moon arosc; consequently they were obliged
to halt for several hours. The rojoicing of the
Ashantees on their success, and ihelr attempt
o sound some of the instruments of the hand
which they had taken, was distinctly heard,
not being distant half a mile. About midnight
the moon appeared, and the Warsaw man coms

.monced cutting in that direction, the othoers
following him ; and when it began to descend,
he haltéd, and said ho could not proceed, un-
til the sun arose, when he renewed his Iabour
and continued until three o’clock in the after-
noon, at which time they got into a track
leading to Assamacow ; and after prococding
a considerable disiance, a party of the cnemy
was observed near to them ; they therefore re-
traced their steps, till observing a small track
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to their right, wilch they took, the Warsaw
man having deeamped., This path led "them
into another, along which thoy had gone bui a
short way, when they met with aboutl fifty
Warsaws, who reportod that thore were Ash-
antees a little farther on, Upon being asked
where they were going, they replied in scarch
of their {familics, whom the encmy had iaken
from their villages. Captain Ricketts then
requested that he and his companions in arms
might be allowed Lo accompany them, as it
appeared that they intended to prodeed m the
direction where the division of the army under
Major Chisholm would most probably be found.,
This proposal having been consented to, under
a promise of reward, and it being near dark,
the whole filed into the woods, and gol on a
small island surrounded with a swamp, in the
crossing of which Captain Ricketts unfortus
nately lost his shocs, About onc o'clock there
was an alarm of the enemy having discovered
them, butit turned out to he only two stragglors
of the Ashantees, who perceiving a light, were
induced to approach, thinking they might be
some of their own people. They were imme-
diatcly seized, and they insisted for a long
time that they were Dinkeras, but a fow of




TITE ASITANTIRE WAR, 0H

that (ribe happening to be with the Warsaws,
they without hesitation pronounced them to he
Ashantees ; on which every knife was drawn,
and after getting from these two unfortunate
persons all the information they could give,
they immediately cut their throats. They then
sounded their horns, and proceeded by another
dircetion to the river Pra.  About six o'clock
they fell in with a party of the onemy, and a
kind of running fight cnsued, and many of
them were killed, The Warsaws recovered
several of their wives and many of their chil-
dren were found in the woods, some of the
young infants in & dying state, and others with
their brains dashed out, the Ashantecs having
obliged the women to throw away their chil-
dren in order to cnable them to carry their
plunder, At last the whole party arrived af
a deserted village on the banks of the Pra,
where they were obliged 1o halt for tho night,
there being only a small broken canoe, that
could scarcely swim, with which to cross the
river.

Next morning at day light, after tho women
had passed over, Caplain Ricketis followed,
but on heing landed on the opposile side, he
was 80 much exhausied that ho could not

.
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move. Nol ldng aftor, two Kuropean sol-
dicrs of the Afrvican corps having made their
appearance, Caplain Ricketls asked them if
they knew him? to which they answered in
ihe negative; but on ielling them who he
was, they, afler looking for some timo with
astonishmeni, recognized him, and took him
up and carried him alternately on their backs
to & small croom a fow miles off, from whence
they had come, and where they had lefl ihe
remainder of the troops which had been sent
in advanee by Major Chishola to- prepare the
natives to join him as he came along, Thoese
poor fellows did all in their power io make
Oaptain Ricketts comforiable; and having
acquainted him that Major Chisholm was on
the march to join Sir Charles Mac Carthy,
hoe cxpressed a wish to sce him as soon as
possible: ihe soldiers therelore construcied
a kind of basket, in which they plated him,
and having by force obnined a guide to shew
the nearesl way, took him up on their heads
and proceeded; but after going some dig-
tance, through jungles and trees, the branches
of which were al times obliged Lo be cut to
allow the baskei on tho men's heads {o pass,
the guide said he could not find the path ; they
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therefore returned 1o the evoom with him,
when he digpatched some of the black soldiers
in another dircction to meot Major Chisholm,
who not long aflter axrived on tho other side of
the river, and who hearing of the caplain's
state, sent him clothes and provisions, {ollow-
ing himself soon after,
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CHAP. IV,

Major Chisholm retreats wpon Cape Coust Castlo—
Death of Caplain L' Esirange frow jfatigue—Halt
of the Troops— Captain Laing reaches Cape Coasi
with the Army~—Preparations to repel the Hnemy
—~Major Chishobn and Captein Laing form o
Junction—Atiack upon Dutch Sucoondee—The
Town burni—Tie Troops are re-embared-—Inacti-
vity of the Ashantee Army— Caplain Ricketts Lakes
charge of the Army—Mililary Station on the Banks
of the Pra-—Captain Blencurne arvives at Heman,

It appeared that Major Chisholm had not
reccived Sir Charles Mac Carthy's letter of tho
17th until the 22nd, and that another wrilten,
by Sir Charles on the 21s{, camo 1o hand two
hours before the former, It coniainad most
pressing orders {or Major Chisholm to join witl
his division immediately. Theletter of the 17th
had been unfortunately entrusted io a man un-
acquainted with the country, and was thus
delayed three days. From this circumstance,
and the urgent nature of the commands to join,
and Major Chisholm fearing his consequent
non-arrival according to his excclleney’s most
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rcasonable expectations wodld seriously de-
range his plans, procecded by a shorter but
unfrequenied bad path, and having Lo cross
the river Pra, at the distance of five miles
from Ampensasue, on the 23rd, the whole day
was consumed in passing his party over in a
small canoe, and he was therefore under the
necessity of halting for the night at a village on
the opposite bank of the river, where e first
rceeived information of an engagement having
laken place, but could not learn the result.
On tho 24th, Major Chisholm had advanced
iwenty-once miles, when he received informa-
iion that Brigade-major Ricketls was lying
wounded at an adjacent village, Major Chis-
holm had almost daily correspondence with
Sir Charles Mac Carthy, from the time of his
leaving D’Jouquah on the 9th, until the 1Gth,
but the contents were chiefly comments upon
the advamce of his division, and the foclings
of our allics Lowards us in the country recently
passed through, Major Chisholm having as-
certained the disastrous issuc of the action of
the 21st, and that his parly was inadequate to
cope with the immense {orce of tho enemy, and
.also that it was impossible to aflord any assisi-
ance to the party of Sir Charles Mac Carthy
{rom their complele dispersion, and being ap-
¥ 8
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prehensive that the Ashantces, fluslicd with
their recent viclory, would advance upon Cape
Coast by rapid marches, he determined upon
retiring thither.

They remained at this village uniil next
morning, as all the mon had notl crossed tho
river till late in the evening, being obliged to
construct 1afts of any thing that could be pro-
cured, A great quantity of arms and ammuni-
tion were lost in the river, from the frail matoe-
rials of which the rafts wdéto composed.

On the 25th, Major Chisholm procecded with
his party to Cape Coast; Captain Ricketls be-
ing carried in 4 basket oh the hoads of some of
the native soldiers, having a man in front with
a cutlass to cul the wild vines and branches of
trdes ; and the wounded men, blacks, were as-
sisted along by their comrades, Not inore than”
an hour after the march had begun, Capinin -
L’Estrange, of the royal Afvican corps, who had
gone in advance with his eompany, died from
excessive fatigue. The troops halted for the
night at a deserted village, and moved forward
at day-light for Affettuc, where they arrvived
at one o’clock inthe day; &nd after alittle rost,
proceeded on for Cape Coast, which place they.
reached late in the evening., Caplain Laing,
who, agreeably o hig instructions, had ad-
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vancoed about thirty miles frem Yancoomassic
towards the Assin country, had arrived at Copo
Coast with a considerable portion of his divi-
sion, being the most numerous party of our
forces, consisting of Fantces, alew regulars of
the Annamaboe militia, and of some unorga-
nized natives of the town, he having reccived
{rom the officer in {cmporary command at Cape
Coast, intelligence of the result of the action
of the 21st, which he obtained from somec of
the wounded who had found their way to En-
glish Sucoondee, and were afterwards con-
veyed to Cape Coast in canoes, and in the co-
lonial schooner. Iivery exertion was made o
assecmble a forco suflicient to oppose the ad-
vanco of the enemy, but the effect which Sir
Charles Mac Carthy’s unfortunate action pro-
duced on some of 1he native allics was so great,
that they mado many excuscs o avoid taking
ihe ficld with the fow remaining troops, as they
cxpocied an atiack upon their own country,
and said they could not leave their wives and
children unprotected, IHowever, Capiain La-~
g, on the 6th of ¥Febroary, marched from
Capo Coast for D'Jouquah with a detachment
of the royal African corps, followed by a small
party of the Annamaboes and Fantees, in all
about four hundred men,
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On the 14th of February a force of about onc
thousand men having been collected, Major
Chisholm ordered Captain Laing to move from
D'Jouquah with his force to Commenda, where
the major joined on ihe 16th, having determin-
od to chastise thenatives of Dutch Sucoondec
foraninsult to Captain Woolcomb commanding
his majesty's ship the Owen Glendower, and
two of his officers on the 25th of January, These
officers had gone on shore for the purpose of
viewing the place, and in the expectation of
having some account of the action, *which they
understood had taken place, whon they were
assailed by a large party ofthe natives, who pur-
sued them with drawn knives 1o their boats,
The captain immediately went on board and
returned with a party of marines, thinking that
by alarming them, they might be deterred from
offering such insults in future, bul was much
surprized to find his landing opposed by a large
armed force: he nevertherless disembarked,
and proceeded towards the town, amidst a dis-
charge of musketry from the natives, which
was returned with ample intercst by the gal-
lant marines, Capiain Woolcomb attempted to
set fire to the town, bul without effect, from
the dampness of the thaich, In this skirmish
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two marines and a Kooman were killed and se-
veral wounded,

Maujor Chisholm was further influenced to
punish the natives of this once extensive town
for acts of hostilities commiited by them upon
our poor wounded fellows who {ound their way
o the water side after the sanguinary battle of
the 21si of Janunary ; accordingly at day light
on Monday morning the 16th of February, the
cmbarkation of ihe combined troops com-
menced on board the Owen Glendower, and
the Sierra Loone packet, which was completed
al sun-sct, when his majesty’s ship Bann hove
i sight, and both vesscls, with the packet,
commenced beating 1o windward. It'was hoped
thal the expedition would have reached Su-
coondee that night, when the discmbarkation
might have laken place immediately, and pro-
hably a body of the Ashanticos would have heen
capluréd ; bul the vesscls, owing to strong
winds and currents, did not reach their desti-
nation until threc o’clock on Tucsday afternoon,
when, on a disembarkation taking place, the
whole of the inhabitants, {ogether with a party
of aboul four hundred Ashantces, fled from
the town, which was instantly sot on firc ; by
cight o’clock the town was completely ruined,
and cvery valuable, as well as rum, powdor,
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and stores of cvery description, cither burnt
or blown up.

The troops re-cmbarked on the sameday, and
early the next morning the hoats of his majesty’s
ship Owen Glendower, Bann, and Swinger,
went up along the shore, skirmishing with the
natives, and on their return the ships proceeded
to Cape Coast, where they arrived in the even-
ing, leaving his majesty’s brig Swinger off
Commenda. The Ashantees, notwithstanding
their loss in the action of the 21st of January,
which from corresponding accounts must have
amounted to several thousands, and wlhose
army was now ascertained to be fifleen thou-
sand strong, had ever since continued station-
ary at Assamacow. Lt being rumoured that they
were making preparations for advancing on the
Ist of March, and a forece not exceeding six
thousand muskets having been collected, the
Acora militia, under Captains IHanson and
Bannerman marched with other natives of
British Accra, It wag not considercd pru-
dent to hazard a general engagement, but to
take up a position on the banks of the river
Bosempra, in order to dispute the passage
with the.enemy., Captain Laing was entrusted
with the command of this {force; hut after re-
siding a {few days with them at Commenda, he
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returned to Cape Coast unwell, and proceeded
shortly alter to lingland, taking with him the
official dispatches.

Captain Ricketts, who was now scarcely
able to move, having been dangerously ill of
a fover and dyscntery ever since his return to
‘Cape Coast, was directed to proceed to the
banks of the Pra, and take charge of the army,
until Captain Blencarne, who had been ordered
up from Accra, should arrive. On Captain
Rickeits’ arrival at Commenda, conceiving
that the Ashantees would probably cross at
that part of the river which runs close to Cha-
ma, a Dutch seitlement, he ordercd such of
ithe forees as had not yet proceeded to Dera~
boassie, IHeman, and other villapes along the
banks of the Pra, to march for the mouth of
- that river, whero they encamped. When the
troops were drawn up in line, they made a for-
midable appearance, and could be distinctly
secn by the enemy from Duteh Sucoondee,
whero many of them were stationed. The
Accra chiefs sent over some of their fotish men,
whom they thought would be safe as belonging
to the samo fotish as the king of Ashantee, but
they were beheaded immediately, Frequent
skirinishing oceurred between these troops and
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partics of the entmy across the river al this
place,

After Caplain Rickeits had been here for
some time, the native chiefs stationed in the
villages along the banks of ithe Pra, sent to
inform him that piovisions wero becoming very
scarce, and they wished to cross the river and
attack the enemy. The whole of the forces at
this time had increased to nearly eight thou-
sand men, They were lold in reply, that the
object was not to atiack the enemy, but to
prevent them from crossing the river ; however
they did not approve of this pmmml staling
that the people wore impatient for action, and
would lose their courage if .they waited much
longer, The chiefs were then informed that
as gsoon as carriers for the ammunition could
be procured, the troops would join them ; but
every ondeavour to procure curicrs failed,
The native chiefs were then informed that if
they did not furnish carriers for the ammuni-
tion, the troops could not join them, which
after long palavers thoy reluctantly consented
to. Captain Blencarne having joined, Captain
Ricketts, veceived instructions from Major
Chisholm, who was dangerously ill, to retumn
to Cape Coast, as his services were required
there ; he accordingly delivered the command
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. over to Captain Blencarne on tle 104h of Mareh,
and ropaired to Cape Coast, whare, in consc-
quence of the protracted indisposition of Major
Ohisholm, the discharge of the public duties
of this critical period devolved upon him ; and
Major Chisholm, in his dispatch to the Colonial
Office dated the 16th of Mareh, 1824, was
pleased to express himsell in the following
terms: ¢ In transmitting a copy of a report of
tho particulars of the action of the 21st of Ja-
nuary, made to me by Captain Ricketts of the
2nd West India regiment and brigade-major 1o
tho forces, I deem it an act of justice to that
officer to state that the lale Sir Charles Mac
Carthy entertained a very high opinion of his
seal and merits, and that he had it in con-
templation to bring his services to the favour-
able notico of his lordship; and also for the
period of two years Captain Ricketts scrved
under nte at the time when commanding tho
ond West India rogiment, in the capacity of
adjutant and caplain, I have pleasure in stat-
ing that I had every reason to be satisfied with
his conduct ; my protracted illness having in-
capacitaled me (rom attending to the public
dutics, the charge in o groal measure fell upon
him as sccond in comumand, of which he ac-
quitted himsclf entirely to my satisfaction.”
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Caplain Blercarne, after much dificuliy,
having succeeded in getting the native chiels
to furnish carviers for ihe ammunition, lofl
Chama camp carly in tho morning of the 12ih
to join the allied chiefs, Cudjoe Cheboo, Ap-
pea, &c. at Kemim, where he arrived at four
o'clock in the afternoon, Gureal ctiquettc was
observed in the entré of the Accra chiefs on
the following day into the town,
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CIIAP. V,

The Ashantees invile ¢ Conference—Terms proposed—
My, Williams released from Captivity—Pariicu-
lars of the Deall of General Muc Carthy—Mr,
Jones sacrificed to Lthe Felish~-Officers killed in the
Batile near Assamacow-—~The Fantees prepare Lo

Altaock the Ashanlees—The Allics recross the River
— Loss of Lives and of Ammuniiion—The Army re
Lurns to Cape CGoast——Advance of the Ashantees—-
The King of Dinkera takes up'a Military Posilion —
Death of Appea, King of the Adjumacon Country—
Rotreal of the Army from Affeltue—The Army
agdin advances agaipst Lhe Lnemy—Preparations
for a general Lngagement,

Apour tho 14th of March Govornor Last, of
his Netherland majosty’s soitlements, who had
lately arrived from Llolland, wrote to inform
Major Chisholm that somo messengers had ar-
rived al Jilmina from the Ashaniees, and that
they wished a British officer to he present ata,
conference, The hrigade-major accordingly
went up and the Ashantee messengers with thei
rosident ambassadors at Ilmina, Achampong,
and the principal natives of thatl place : having
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assembled in the Castle, Governor Last desired
thom to state their business; accordingly they
declared, that the king of Ashantee had not
sent his army to fight with the white men, but
to bring to him Cudjoe Cheboo, king of Dinkoera,
Awoosooco, chief of Tueful, and Annimelli,
king of Western Warsaw, who had made wan
against him their sovereign; that if these thrce
men were delivered up, the Ashantec army
would immediately veturn home; but that they
had orders from the king to take Cudjoe Chehoo
in particular, although he should be locked up
in Cape Coast Castle. They morcover posi-
tively denied that the king of Ashantec gave
orders to kill the scrjeant, and said that tho
Fantees perpetrated that atrocious act of their
own accord. Captain Ricketts told them that
1t was not the wish ol the king of England to
mako war with any of the natives of Africa, bui
on the contrary to befriend them, aid as a
proof, pointed out the abolition of the slave
trade; he added also that if the Ashantecs
were inclined to make peace, it could he eflected
at Elmina, provided proper persons were sent
by them for that purpose. The Ashantee mes-
sengers then said they could do nothing in the
business themselves, but would communicato
what had been said to the chief of the army,
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+ and requesied that orders miglft be given to our
troops not 1o attack the Ashantees; they pro-
mising in the name of itheir army, that they
would also remain quict until some of their
head men should arrive at Ilmina for the pui-
posc of endeavouring to make peace; orders
were accordingly given to our troops to that
cflect on the 1Gth.

Governor Last having understood that My,
Williams, the colonial secretary, who had been
taken prisoncr by the Ashantees, was still
alive I their camp, desired the messengers
to inlimato to the chief of the army, that if he
was regarded asa friend, they would best evinee
their sincerity by releasing Mr. Williams: he
thercfore sent them back in a canoe, with a
trusty man and with somo considerable prosents
for the Ashantecs, »ia Chama, The messen-
gorg before leaving Ilmina requested Mr, Last
to obtain a letter to Licutenant Scott, of the
Swingor, at anchor off Commenda, not to mo-
lost any canoc going or coming from Chama,
declaring that if the man of war attompled to
stopany of those whomight bebringing Mr, Wil-
liams Lo Elmina, they would immediately cut
his throat, About & week alter, Mr, Williams
was brought and dolivered to the governor,
alter being first led through the fown in a

G
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state of nudity, with his hands tied hehind ; and
in giving him over to Mr. Last, they stipulated
that he should not be allowed to go to Cape
Coast or to any other place exeept Ilollond.
With respeet to the message concerning peace,
they stated that the chicfs who had heen ap-
pointed to meet at Elmina to negotiate, did not
like {0 come by water, as they would be sea
sicly, butifourarmy should be withdrawn from
the banks of the Pra, they would proceed by
land; but this proposal not heing acceded to,
hostilitics recommeanced. , "
Itappeared by Mr. Williams's staicment, that
he left the field of action in company with Sip
Charles Mac Carthy, Mr. Buckle, and ensign
Wetherell, and, after procecding a short dis-
tance alongthe track to Assamncow, they wore
suddenly attacked by o part of the enemy, whos
fired and broke one of Sir Charles's arms; and
thathoimmadiately afterreccived another wound
in the chest and fell. They then removed him
under a tree, where all remained awaiting their
fate, which they perceived to be incvitable.
Immediately altor, Mr, Williams receiveda ball
m his thigh, whichrendered him senseloss ; pre-
vious however to his falling he saw Ensign
Wetherell, who appeared also to have Deen
wounded, lymng elose to Sir Charles, cutting
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with his sword at the enemy, as they were tear-
ing the clothes off his friend and patron, M,
Williams, upon recovering his senses, perecived
that some Ashantees were attompting to cut off
his head and had already inflicted one gash on
the back of his nock; luckily however, at this
crisis an Ashantee of authority came up, and
rcecognizing Mr. Willlams, from whom he had
received some kindness in the African com-
pany’s {ime, withheld the hand of the savage:
on Mr. Williams's recovering his seuses, he saw
the headless trunks of Sir Charles Mac Carthy,
Mr. Buckle, and Insign Wetherell. ITe was
then taken prisoner and marched to Assa-
macow, where the Ashantec army was cn-
camped,

During his captivity he was lodged under a.
thatched shed in the day time, and locked up
at night in tho same room with the hoads of
Sir Charles, Mr. Buckle, and Ensign Wether-
cll, which, owing to some peculiar process,
were 1n o perfect slate of presoervation, Siv
Charles Mac Carthy’s presented nearly the
samo appearance as when ho was alive. M,
Williams was only allowed for his daily {ood
cduring his cruel confinemeont, as much snail soup
in the morning and cvening as could be con-
tained in the palm of his hand, Whonever they

G 2
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beheaded any of their prisoners, they obliged
Mr, Williams to sit on onc side of the largo
war drum, while thoy decapitated the unlor-
tunato captlive on the other. It was said that
Mr. Jones, a merchant and captain of the mi-
litia, fell into their hands alive, and beeanse ho
had reccived five wounds, he was sacnficed
to the fetish. Ii seems thal cvery person,
whether Ashanice or prisoner, who may he so
unlucky as to reccive ihat number of wounds
in one action, is considered as helonging to the
fetish. Tt wasalso reporied that My, Raydon,
captain in the Cape Coast militia, was taken pri-
soner ; that he was deprived of hig clothes, and
becanse he could noi keep pace with thom,
they put him to death. It was the intention
of the Ashantees to have sent Mr. Williams (o
Coomassic ; bul he nol heing able to walk
that distance, the ball gtill remaining in his
thigh, thoy endeavoured to extract it by tying
the thigh tight with strings, both above and
below the parl where it was lodged, 8o as {0
force 1t out. My, Williams declared that the
pain was most excruciating ; butl notl succced-
ing, he had reason {0 be apprehensive that they
iniended to put him 1o death, when ihe wel-
come intelligence of their inicntion o send him
to Lalmina was madc known to him, after a cap-
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tivity of two months. [Iloe feporied that the
discipline of the Ashantee army, and the re-
gularity with which {he different duties were
conducied, astonished him, and he added that
ihe Ashanices estimated their loss in the action
of the 2!st of January to have heen very gread.
The following arce the names of the officers
killed and wounded on the side of the Brtish,
in the hattle ncar Assamacow.,

KILL LD,

Brigadier-gencral Sir C, Mae Carthy, governor.
gl;:qli,i;{ﬁz}{jtti;f_‘::m } Ind West India ropunent,
J. S. Bucklo, Esq., coloninl engineoer,

Captain Ieddlo,
Captain Jones,
Cuptain Raydon,
Captinin Roberison,
Mr. Brandon, ordnanco-keopor.

Morehantr,

WOUNDED,

Captain Rickotts, 2nd 'West India regimont, major of
bripnde to the forees,

Easign Yrskine, royal Alrican colonial coxps,

J. T\ Willinms, Iisq., colonial secrotary and adjuian
genoral (o the militia, (tukon prisoncr.,)

About ninety of the soldicrs and militia were
woundod, many of whom subsequently died at

Cape Coast from the hardships and privations
(q Q
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which they had "endured, and about one hun-
dred and seventy-seven were killed, taken pris
soners, or lost in the woods.

It having been crroncously reported to the
allied chicfs that the English intended to give
up Chcboo, and the other two chiels before
mentioned, to the Ashantces, in order Lo ob-
tain peace, and the same having been appa-
rently confirmed to them by Captain Blencarne
having told them, (after he had given direc-
tions for the whole army to cross the Pra in
order to attack the Ashantees, which they were
making preparations for the next day,) that
he had received instructions not (o fire on the
cnemy until further orders, they immediately
dctermined upon atiacking the Ashantees them-
selves, and with that view, notwithstanding
the endecavours of Captamn Blencarne to dis-
suade them, they crossed the viver on thoe
morning of the 24th of March, about seven
thousand strong, lcaving him with the ropulars,
militia, and a party of Accras belore-men-
tioned, in all six handred mcn, and commencad
cutting paths towards the enemy’s camp, Ma-
jor Chisholm learning the mistake under which
the allies laboured, sent Captan Hutchinson,
of the Annamaboe militia, who voluntecred his
services, and to whom much credit is due {for
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his zeal in the public service gn every oceasion,
to undeceive them, by assuring thew that the
Finglish would never consent to make peace on
conditions of giving up those chicfs, Captain
IMutchingon found the allies cutting their way
towards the enemy, who it appeared were 1g-
norant of their proceedings. Ile afterwards
visited Capiain Blencarne, who, with his
force, had gone to the assistance of Licutenant
Mac Carthy, of the 2nd West India regiment,
wlho had bocn sent to Deraboassic to observe
the motiops of the encmy, and who reported
that the Ashandees appeared in great foree on
the opposite bank of the nver, and were en-
deavouring to eross over,

skirmishes across the Prabetween our troops
and the enemy, oceurred duily.  One morning
as lnsign Lreskine, of the royal African colo-
nial corps, was sitling in & hut near the bank
of thesviver, a ball from the enemy pierced the
hat, and lodged in his thiph, which disabled
him, The enemy got possession of all the am-
munition, which, on accounl of the good ac-
commodation it afforded, had been left al As-
samacow, and burnt that village on leaving 1d,
Bight days had now clapsed since the allies
first conunenced euiting paths to the Ashantee
camp, situnated hall way hetween Assumacow
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and the river Pra, and thoy having acquainted
Captain Blencarne that they had gol ncar
chough to the enomy, whom they intended to
attack next day, that officer made arrangements
for crossing over with his party to engage their
right flank, as soon as he should hear the firing
commence. But after the allics had been nine
days thus occupicd, and enduring wany pri-
vations, the chiefs of the right informed thosc
on the left, composcd principally of Warsaws,
that they were ready to atlack the cnemy
next day, when their courage failing.them, he-
ing near the river, they crossed It at night,
followed by the others. There being no other
mode of conveyance, they swam over, sup-
porting their firelocks on planiain stalks and
branches of trees, aud therehy lost two thou-
sand stand of arms, with nearly all their ammu-
nition, and several of the men themselves were
drowned. -

The attention of the Ashantee army was now
aroused by the noise made by the allios, who
as they landed, dispersed in various directions,
and made thetr way home, being nearly ex-
hausted by hunger. Caplain Blencarne f{ind-
ing himself thus left with only the regulars and
militia, who were in as bad a condition as the
allies, and in readiness to cross the river, gave
orders on the morning of the 2nd of April, for
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his party to return by way of.Afletiue to Cape
Coast, and some of them rotired on Com-
menda [ort, from whenee they wore convey-
cd in his majesty’s brig Swinger, and the
Sicrra lcone packet, to Cape Coast. The
cmbarkation took place in greal hastc, as it
was said thai the enemy was rapidly advancing
on Commenda.

The enemy did nol march to Commenda im-
mediately after this, but occupied the camp on
the banks of the Pra which our forces had
quitted. During the nine days that the allies
woere cutling their way to the cnemy, the
fow officers who were with Captain Blen-
carnc visiled daily the different out-posis
along the banks of the river.  Licutenant
Mends, of the rvoyal African corps, being the
only oflicer present capable of faligue, this ar-
duous duty almost solely devolved upon him,
and insthe performance of it, he had frequent
skirmishes with the cnemy’s {foraging partics
across the river, Many Warsaw women, who
had been caplured by the onemy, daily made
their escape, and swam across the Pra to ihe
troops : their appearance from cruel treatment
and starvation, was truly wretched,  On Cap-
tain Blencarne’s way to Cape Coast, he fell in
with the king of Dinkera at Bansoo, and on-
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deavoured to persuade that chiefto accompany
him io Cape Coast, but withoul cflect, untiil
he had satisfied him thai the Tnglish would
never deliver him or any of his family {o the
king of Ashanice. The king of Dinkera’s dis-
trust of the DBritish arose from the crucl act of
delivering over the old chicf of Assin, Cuodjoc
Chehoo, to the Ashantecs.

On the 10th, Major Chisholm again ordered
Captain Blencarne out with his troops to form
a camp al Affettue, twelve miles from Cape
Coast. Ilc was followed by theking.of Dinkera,
and Appea, with thetr people,”who, al the re-
quest of Captain Blencarne, took up a position
near a village called Dompin, twelve miles n
advance, and closc to a stream of water from
which the cnemy obtained their supply., Cud-
joe Cheboo having heen jomed by Appea and
the other nafives, determined on preventing the
encmy from procuring waler {rom thisehrook,
and fired at several of them., Some of the
Ashanices soon after called out that they
would soon see who was mastier ; accordingly,
on the morning of the 26ih of April, the cnemy
approached and atlacked the allies, who fought
bravely for a considerable time, and Imagined
that they had the advantage, but it was only a
manceuyre of ithe Ashanices, whose centre hiul
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retired o little in order to Indnce the alhes to
wdvance ; upon which they wheeled upon their
flanks to the right and tho left; and such of
the allies as cscaped, sought safetly by flight.
Amongst these was Appea, who having been
thus scparated from his men, and not being
heard of for scveral days alter the others had
rcached the Cape, parties were sent outl with
bugles, and some of his own men with their
horns, to sound in the direction it was presumed
most likely {or him to have sought safety, should
ho have becn fortunate enough to escape the
cnomy.  Afie? the lapse of many days, and
when all hopes of im wore nearly abandoned,
he was discovered in a most misorable and
emacialed condition, crawling in the divection
of the sound of one of the horns,  Ile was
brought to Cape Coast, where he died soon
alter of the small pox ; thus {cll the chief of the
Adjumtacon couniry, whose fidelity remainoed
to the last,

The troops of Affettue, on hearing the firing,
marched Lo the assistance of the ailies 3 butl on
ascertaining that the encmy were culling paths
in cvery direction tow‘wda Affetiue, and that
the allies had been defeated and dispersod,
they, under these circumstances, found 1t neces~
dry Lo [all back on Cape Coast,  As the Lroops
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and allies were ledving Affetiuc in haste, at one
end of the town, on their way Lo Cape Coast,
tho enemy were cniering it at the other, and
ncarly made Ensign Mac Kenzie and some ol
the European soldiers prisoners.  llowever, he
escaped out of the window, and with some of
his men, covered the vetreat of the {roops, and
killed several of the enemy,

Shortly after the troops were again ordered
out, and directed to encamp at the government
garden, five miles frgm Capo Coast, and about
the same distance from Afletiue, where the
cnemy had fixed their quarters, After much
difficulty in getting the natives fo the camyp, 4
force of ahout six thousand men, mecluding re-
gulars and militia, was cdllected, and il being
reported that the king of Ashantee was rapidly
advancing with ten thousand men to reinforce
his army at Affettue, Major Chisholm ordered
his men to cross the small rviver whicll runs
close to the garden, and to commence culting
paths to the enemy’s position, Scveral days
clapsed hefore the allies had agrecd who wore
to take the right, which position the Ifantees
nsisted on occupying ; but the others, know-
g the cowardice of this tribe, and that the
way to their country lay in that direction, Olf
jected in the strongest manner to this arrange-
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ment, and wished the Fanteed to be placed on
our lefl, as by this means they could not casily
run away, having the Elmina people (friends
of the Ashantces) and the sca on their left:
but the IFantees would nol yield, and at last
succeeded in carrying their point by saying,
that if they were nol allowed o take ihe right,
they would return home withoutl fighling,
This being settled, and the army told off in di-
visions, each commenced cutiing theirown way
o the encmy, now about four miles off, through
the thick Prickly bushes.

The disastrous result of the aclion of the
21st of January did not reach Sierra Leone
until the 16th of April, in a lelter from Brigade-
major Ricketts, by his mnjesty's ship Vielor,
The melancholy intelligonee of a beloved go-
vernoy, tho friend of mankind and the idol of
cvory loyal and grateful heart within the colony
ol tsfra Loone, having fallen by the hands of
savages, produced those feelings of sincore ro-
pret in tho minds of the inhabitants which can
be better conceived than deseribed ; as he
possessed cvery quality caleulated to sccure
the fidelity and attachmoent of all classes of
people who had tho happiness to be placed
under hig government.
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CIIAP., VI.

Lieulenant- Colonel Sullherland assumes the Command
of the Gold Coast—Engagement with the Ashais
tees—The Allies disperse—TFidelily of the King of
Dinkera—Death of the King of Ashantee—Acces~
sion of his Brother, who Lakes Command of thoiy Ay
mies— Threatens to drive the English into the Seq—
Advances wilh the whole of his Avmy—Preparations
Jor the expected Atiack on the Lown—Delancholy
Condition of the Population-~The BLnemy lhalls—
Retires——The Town accidenlally burnt—S8i Joln
Plillimore arrives with Troops and Ammunilion-—
The Allies form « Junction—Preparations 10 atlack
the Lnemy—Defeat of the Ashanteos— Their M-
neuvres and Relreat— They suffer dreadfully by small
Pox—Licutenant-Colonel Graent asswmes the Coms
mand——Thelnemy relroals towards Annamaae.. The
Quaen of Akim threatens to tnvade their Capilal—
Famine in Caps Coasi Town—Arrival of Supplies—
Deall of the King of Dinkera's Sister—dtiempt
to Sacrifice her Servant—Mission of Mujor Rickel!s
and Liculenant W, €\ Hulclhinson to Bimina,

On the 27th of April Licutenant-colone] Su-
therland sailed from Sicrra Leone with troops in
his majesty’s ship Driver, Caplain Bowen, hay-
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«ing a commission from the actinfy governor, Mr.
IMamilton, to assume the eivil government of
the Gold Coast: he arrived at Cape Coast on
the 18th of May, and on the 19th, procceded
with Major Chisholm to join the army, who
were cutting paths to the ecnemy’s encampment;
but he not wishing to deprive Major Chisholm
of the credit of ihe command m the action
about o take place, returncd to the Castle to
hasten the preparations, and to forward tho
necessary supplies.  Every man whose health
would permit was ordered to join the army, as
the near approach of the king of Ashantee with
a rcinforcement rendered it desirable that the
cnemy at Affettue should be attacked il possible
before a junction could be {formed.

On ihe 21st the castle and towers were gar-

-rigoned with marines from the squadron; and

> Major Chisholm having, alter greal exertion
and friffue, succeceded in culling paths io the
cnemy’s position, the action commenced at
onc in the afternoon, They were on a height
concealed by ihick woods; and had cleared
all the bush wood or jungle in the direetion in
which our army were advancing, so that they
had a full view of the men as they formed into
line, after having marched in divisions of
Indian file through the paths, which thoy had
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cut: the Ashantbes could only be scen atl inter- «
vals, and when making attempts 1o turn our
flanks; but fnding themsclves, afler fighting
bravely for five hours, baflled at all points, they
ceased firing and retived, as it was alierwards
ascertained, with greal loss; whilst thal on
our side was comparatively small. No oflicer
was killed, and only one wounded, viz. Cap-
tanin Hutchinson, of the Annamaboc militia,
who reccived a hall through both wrists, while
in {he act of encouraging his men, The king of
Dinkora, who was on the left flank, hehaved
with much gallantry, and followed the enemy
into the town of Affetfue. During the engage-
ment he sent along the line a bowl contaning
six Ashantee hoads, which was carried on the
head of one of his people, who ran with it to
Major Chisholm by his chief’s order, to shew -
what he was doing. The Fantces, three thou-
sand strong, as il was expected, rafoil' to
their own country at the first volley without
firing a shot.

It being now neatly dark, their troops hav-
ing expended their ammunition, the carriers
supposing thai we were defeated from the
Fantees running away, returned to Cape Coast
with the supplies. The {roopsand allics be-
ing much distressed for water, of which thore
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was none to be procured nearer than the go-
vernment garden, retired to that place, intend-
ing to rencw the engagement on the next day.
They accordingly moved forward in the mormn-
ing, and halted at a shorl distance, in expec-
tation of being followed by the auxiliary forces;
but with the exception of the king of Dinkera
and a {ew of the Cape Coast natives, the whole
dispersed. On Colonel Sutherland’s receiving
this intelligence, he ordered the troops into the
Castle, leaving a party of observation under
Lieutenant <Rogers of the royal African corps
al the garden,

The Ashantces returned to Affettue two days
after, and on the 28ih they were joined by the
army under their king, It was said that part of
his army was in the action, having arrived at
the commencement, and thal some of the prin-
cipals in ihe murder of tho serjeant, who had
come~¢ith them, were killed. It was also re-
poried and believed, that a strong party of El-
minas had joined the cnemy in the action.
After this they continued for some time with-
out any movement. All the prisoners taken at
thistime agreed in siating that OsaiT'ootoo Qua-
ming, king of Ashantee, had dicd at Coomassie
at the commencement of hostilities, and that
Accatoo Osai, his brother and successor, had

i
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left Ashantce, ﬁccompuniad with all the wav- -
viors he could muster, and was detlermined to
destroy Cape Coast, and drive the English out
of the country. Soon after the arrival of the
new king of Ashantec al Affetiue, he sent a
felish or sanctificd boy to omr advanced posi al
the garden, to tell the governor of Cape Const
that the walls of the Castle were not high
enough and should be made higher; and that
he onght to land all the guns from the men of
war, as he intended to throw cvery stone of
the Castle into the sea. o

After about three weeks preparations, during
which our scouls and small partics were very
successful in cutting off the enemy’s foraging
siragglers, the above message was {ollowed by
the king’s advance from Affeliue on the 21st of
June, with his whole army, to within five miles.
of the Castle, driving in the party of observa-
tion stationed at garden village where otrarmy
had been encamped. On the 22nd the snemy
moved considerably nearer to Cape Coasl, and
took up a line about three miles in extent; the
bush was so thick that their strongth conld
only be judged by the smoke of their fires. On
the ¥8rd they advanced so near that they werce
distinetly scen in greal force on the heights,
An attack on Cape Coast was consequently
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.
momentarily expecied, and the male inhabi-
tants of the town werc ordered to make all pos-
sible resistance. The women and children,
amouniing 1o necarly five ihousand, most of
whom had been driven in from their respective
towns and villages as the enemy had advanced,
and others from crooms adjacent to Capc Coast,
now rushed into the Castle, and as only the
wicket of the gate was left open, which ad-
miited only one person at a time, the sereaming
of the children, the melancholy crics of the
women squeczing for entrance, was heyond
any thing that can be conceived, The seamen,
and marines from his majesty’s ship Victlor, and
the merchant vesselsin the roads, were landed
to man ihe guns, and cvery other possible means
used for defence.

The cnemy appearing to have received some
account of these proceedings wlhen within much
less than a mile from the Castle, halied, and
carly on the morning of the 24th, retired to the
government garden(our late camp ) where they
remained stationary 1o the end of the month,
detaching sirong parties o lay waste the coun-
iry, and to burn and destroy all the eircumja-
cent villagos, which they cffected withimpunity,
our garrison not amouniing to more than three

12
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hundred and sixty men, onc hundred and four
of whom were in the hospital, exclusive ol a
few artificers and militia, Desides a very small
unorganized native force, on whom bui little
dependance could be placed.

On the report of the enemy's advance on Lhe
92nd, Lieutenant-Colonel Sutherland ordered
some houses which were very near, and over-
looked the ramparts of the Casile on the land
side, to be pulled down, but his commands
wore not attenided to by the townspeople, aind
the garrison were too weak {n execute them.
On the 23rd, when the officer, Captain lutchine
son, threw out a signal from Smiih’s tower, that
the enemy were advancing from the westward,
he ordered four of {hese houses to be set on
firc, but owing to a sudden Incrcasc of wind,
the flames extended [arther than was anticipated
or intended, and noiwithstanding cvery cxer-
tion, bunt the grass-ihatched roofs, and the
doors and windows, of necarly cvery house in
the town. In consequonce of the previous re-
moval of goods into the Castle, the floors of the
houses being chiefly composed of mud thickly
plastered over strong laths, and the houses be.
ing built principally of swish or clay, not much
property was destroyed.

Ilis majesty’s ship Thetis, Captain Sir John



TILLE ASIIANTERE WAR. 101

Phillimore, arrived on the 4th ol July from Eng-
land with men and oflicers of ihe royal African
corps, who with his men subsequently rendered
most cffectual service, which it was supposed
induced the enemy torecal their foraging par-
tics and concenirate their army. On the 7th
they were seen in greal force defiling over a hill
in several paths towards some heights which
they had occupied. Near to theleft (he king
pitched his teni, and the bush having been
cleared aboutl the spot, his movements could
be plainly.obscrved with a glass. Some of his
men wore the tniforms of our officers and men
who had been killed, or taken prisoners at As-
samacow, they also displayed the Inglish,
Dutch, and Danish flags, with others of their
own making., We were at this moment very
badly supplied with ball, and were obliged to
take all the water pipes [rom ihe Castle, ithe
lead from the tops of the morchants’ houses, and
all the pewtier pots and pans that could be pro-
cured, the ships furnishing all the lead it was
possible to spare, [or the purpose of cutling up
into slugs by the sallors, who were employed
at this work {or many days and nights both on
board and on shore.

On the Gth a strong force ol natives, con-
sisting of about five thousand men from Accra

I3
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and to the leeward of Cape Coast as far as the
river Volta, having arrived, as well as gome
of the Fantces and other natives, who wilh the
Cape Coast people having been supplied with
arms and ammunition as well as our limited
means would allow, a position on a command-
ing chain of heights opposite to the enemy was
taken up on the 8th, from which time until the
11th the auxiliaries were employed in clearing
away the bush in their front, and reconnoiter-
ing the movements of the Ashantecs, with
whom they had occasional skirmishing, and
who were busily employed in" cutting paths
through the jungle to us,

On Sunday the 11th, soon after day-light,
the enemy wore descried in scveral strong
masses descending the hills, and forming into
lines in the valley, about half a mile from the
town, betwoen us and their former position on
the heights, About two in the afternoon,. the
enemy's advanced party having been fired ot
by some of our skirmishers, commanded by Mr.
Gordon, then a writer in the public serviee at
Cape Coast, and afterwards an ensign in the
African corps, a general engagement cnsued,
and continued until dark, when the cnemy
retived.  Two of their camps, during the ac-
tion, were hurnt and plundered by some of
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the unorganized natives, whoys although daily
driven out of the town to their posts at the
point of the bayonet, fought bravely this day
for four hours, particularly those on the right,
against which the greatest efforts of the enemy,
who shewed great courage, were directed.

On the 12th, they again drew up in the val-
ley, apparently with the intention of renewing
the action ; in order, however, to ascertain their
object, some skirmishers were ordered to creep
through the bush, fire at them, andretire, after
which, the.enemy’s whole force returned the
fire, and kept it up for half an hour. They
made 1o movement afterwards until two in the
alternoon, when a few random shots were fired
from a field piece at them, through the bush,
on which they retired to their former position.
In the morning of the 13th, they were again:
observed in motion, descending in Indian
files through several paths towards the valley,
from the heights on which the king had pitched
his marquee, A rencwal of the engagement
was now momentarily expected by us, and we
were accordingly prepared. They still conti-
nued marching down the hills until dark, when
numerous fires werc observed in the valleys;
but when day-light appeared, not one of them
conld be scen, and if afterwards appeared by
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the statement Of some of the natives on oun
side, who had heen taken prisoners at Assa-
macow, and had made their escape from the
enemy afler this action, that 1t was a maneuvre
of the Ashantees to enable their women,
wounded men, and carriers, to reireal unob-
served ; that they came down the hill on the
side in our view, went through the bush to the
other side, where they could not be scen by
ns, then ascended ithe hill, and came down
again in froni towards us.

As soon as it was known that theenemy had
retreated, every cffort was mhade to persuade
the allies to follow them, but without cficet,
They had rctired in the direction of the go-
vernment garden, Blmina, and Affetiue. A
hrother to Adookoo, king of the IFantces, who
had been taken prisoncer by ihe Ashanices,
when they attacked and beat the Fantees in
1807, made his escape from the encmy ‘on their
reireat on the 13ih, and siated that he was
umbrella bearer to the king, and was with lim
in the action of the 11th, The Ashantec army
had suffered dreadfully from small pox, dysen-
tery, and wan{ of provisions, which had carried
off many thousands, and, in conscquence,
caused so much discontent and insubordina-
tion m their army, that on the night of the
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. 11th, whole bodics had deseried from the king,
who were ascortained to bhe Assing, and who
afterwards joined our nalive allies. Ile fur-
ther stated, that the heart of Sir Charles
Mac Carthy was eaten by the principal chiefs
of the Ashantce army, that they might imbibe
his bravery; that his flesh had been dried, and
with his bones, divided among every man of
consequence in the army, who constantly car-
ried his respective proportion about with him,
as a charm to inspire him with courage.

Lienienart-Colonel Grant, of the royal Afri-
can corps, havidy arrived from England on the
18th with ammunition, and a few men of the
artillery and rocket corps, Licutenani-Colonel
Sutherland resigned the command to that offi-
cer, and returned to England in his majesiy’s
ship Thetis,

On the 19ih, Licutenani-~Colonel Grant being
informed that the enemy were encamped about
six miles from Cape Coast, purchasing all their
supplies from Elmina, senl oui an auxiliary
force 10 annoy them, which returned on ihe
following day with several prisoners, and re-
ported that the enemy had retrcated in the di-
rcetion of Annamaboe.

Theyremained in the Fantee country, de-
stroying the villages and provision grounds,
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until they received intelligonco that the queen
of Akim, who upon hearing of the dcfeat and
death of Sir Charles Mac Carthy, had sent
one hundred men as 2 body guard to Major
Chisholm, was about to invade their capital.
The king hastily proceeded thithor, leaving
many hundreds of his sick and wounded he-
hind, who fell into the hands of the IFantccs,
by whom they were nearly all beheaded.
When the Ashantees advanced from Affetiue
to the government garden, they sent oul par-
ties as far down as Annamaboe, which causcd
all the women and childred of the different
villages to seek protection at Cape Coast and
Annamaboe fort, A famine, in cousequonce,
soon ensued, which, in conjunction with the
small pox and dyseniery, carricd off' pgreat
numbers. Many were scen dead and dying in
the streets, when the women and children were
pent up in the castle, which they quitied on
the arrival of the Accras, The scene was dis-
tressing ; they were so crowded together that
it was imposgible to pass from one part of the
yard to the other without walking upon them,
The stench which they caused was horrible:
it {requently rained, and a great deal of the
filth and dirt created by them was washed into
the tanks which containod the water used by
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tho garrison. There is a large pond in the
town, but the water is very unwholesome, and
seldom or never used by ILuropeans, The
officers and soldiers werc also very short of
provisions, having neither meat nor flour, and
but little rice, Five or six Yuropeans, includ-
ing now and then an officer, died daily, {rom
ihe excessive faligue they had undergone, and
want of proper food. If asupply of provisions
had not providentially arrived from Sierra
Leone, the rosult must have been truly disas-
trous. Severalyessels also laden with rice, were
dispatched from England as soon as the state
of famine to which the natives were reduced
was known, and by this limely supply alone
they were preserved from perishing, as the ene-
my had destroyed every thing, and they them-

selves suffered much from the want of provis

sions,

The principal object of tho advance of the
Ashantee army on the 21st of June so near to
Cape Coast, was to get Cheboe, king of Din-
kera, into their power. Jle was In conse-
quence prevailed upon, with his sister, who
had accompanicd him [rom his country, to take
up his quarters inside the castle, where, not
long after, the latter died, and was buried in
a spot of ground whiech he sclecled on the top
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of & hill, not far from the town. A short fime
after Cheboe was obscrved by some native sol-
diers of the African corps, who were on picket
close by, ascending the hill accompanied by o
female : they in consequence watchoed their
actions, knowing the custom of the inland
tribes . of sacrificing human beings over the
arave, and that such practice was prohibited
by the government of Cape Coast. They saw
him approach the place where the remiins of
his relative had been interred, after which he
bhemoaned her loss, and shed teg,m lo her me-
mory, and was about to pm the woman to
death, who appeared perfectly resigned; when
his intention was arrested by the soldiers, who
escorted him back in company with the female -
to the Castle, and on being asked his reason
for this conduct, rcplied in a dejected tone,
that the woman had been for a long time a
faithful servant to his sister, who wasvery fond
of her, and that she would e angry with him
if he did not send her handmaid to attend upon
her in the other world, The poor creature was
kept for sceurity in o room in the guard-house,
until it was certain that Cheboe would not kill -
her.

After the action of the 11th of July, as some
of the Commenda women and children were
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feturning through ISlmina to their homes, which
had also been destroyed by the enemy, they
were seized and beheaded by the natives of
that town., Lieutenant-Colonel Grant, on hear-
ing of this atrocity, wrote to Mr. Last, the
governor of that place, on the subject; who
replied that he had not sufficient means to con-
troul the ferocity of the people. Commodore
Bullenbeing at anchor in Cape Coast voads at
the same time, Lieutenant-Colonel Grant re-
quested of him to allow one of the squadron
to convey Brifude-major Ricketts and Lieute-
nant A, C. Atchison to Elmina, for the purpose
of offering Major Last the assistance of troops
from Cape Coast Castle. The Victor, Captain
Woolcomb, was consequently appointed to
convey those officers to Elmina, Major Last
appeared thankful for the offer, and cvery ar-
rangement was made, and the time fixed for
the reception of the troops, at that place, but
on tho return of the officers to Cape Coast,
Licutenant-Colonel Grant reccived aletter from
Major Last, stating that the natives of Elmina
were determined not to allow any linglish sol-
diers to be landed there, which terminated the
business. IHad this object becn effected, it
would no doubt have put an immediate end to
the war with the Ashantees, who obtained all
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their supplieg from thence, and who werc
encouraged by the nalives to persist in hosti-
litics. Had the Ehminas followed the examplo
of the Danes, the Ashantces would never have
come down to the coast in such & hostile man-
ner,
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CHAP, VI,

Death of Licutenant Scott—Arrivel at Caps Coast
of General Turner with the Tyroops—Procla-
mation to the DBritish Seltlements on the Gold
Coast—The General deparis for Sterra Leone with
the Tﬂ'anpSr—{ﬁDeMﬁmSnoceedﬂZ by Major-Ge-
neral Sir Neil “Campbell—Embarks from Sierra
Leone—Arrives al Cape Coust Castle—Baitle with
the Ashantees— Disposition of the Troops in Baltle
Array—Particulars of the Engagement —IHorrible
Cruclties of the Allied Troops— Colonel Purdon
destroys the Enemy with Congreve Rockels—Siy

 Charles Mac Carthy's Hesad recoveved from the
Aslantecs—Result of the Action,

L]

InronmaTION having boen received by Licu-
tonant-Colonel Grant, commanding the forces,
thai several of the officers had died at Sierra
Leone, and that Captain Winter, the only offi-
cer of that rank, (who had been but a short
time with the 2nd West India regiment) was
obliged, in consequence of ill health, to return
to England, and had died on his passage; Bri-
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gade-major Ricketts was sent to take the com-.
mand of the troops on that station, Mo sailed
on the 12th of Seplember, 1824, in his ma-
jesty’s brig Swinger, the commander of which,
Licutenant Scott, dicd on the third day after
departing from Cape Coast, of Lhe yellow fé-
ver. This officer had rendered great assistance
during the contest with the Ashantees in 1824 ;
he also frequently landed the seamen and ma-
rines of his wvessel, and often procured volun-
teers from the erews of the merchant ships in
the roads 1o assist the garrison »pon an altack
being repeated. "

Nothing worthy of particular notice occurred
on the Gold Coast from this period, until the
death of Lieutcnanti-Colonel Chisholm, which
took place on the 17th of October. Ie had
suffered a had state of health for a considerable
time, and was on the point of relurning to liu-
rope, afler having served on the coast in vani-
ous military capacitics [rom the year 1800,
IIc was unacquainted with his rccent promo-
tion, Ilis unwoaried assiduity and attention
to his dutics, his unccasing cfforts to render
happy all those whom Providence had placed
under his care, had endeared him in a poculiar
manncy to the inhabitants of those regions, and
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. rendered his loss a source of deep regrot and
poignant grief, |
Major General Turner arrived al Cape Coast
at the latter end of March 18256, IXlc was ac-
compauiéd 'by three transporis, having omn
board European soldicrs of the royal African
corps, whom he had brought from England
with him, and {wo hundred men of the 2nd
Wast India regiment from Sicrra Leone.  Ilis
intentions in bringing such a force {0 the Gold
Coast did not transpire, but he issued the fol-

lowing pruo@ation.
e

“« By his eacellency Major-General Turner,
C. B. caplain-gencral and commander
in chief of the British Sctllements on
the western coast of Africa:

¢¢ Charles Turner to the people of Capo
‘¢ Coast, to the people of the other British
¢« gettlements on the Gold Coast, and to the
‘“ surrounding nalions, [riends and allies of
¢ Iingland: The king of the Ashantees has,
“ by assistance of the Ilmina people, waged
‘¢ g cruel and unjust war against you and us:
¢« he has suffered for his crimes and rashness,
“ and Elmina is only suflered to stand because
‘“ the king ofthe Dutch and the king of Iing-

1

L™
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‘“ land, my master, are at peace; but I have .
“ represented their conduct, and their fato
““ will depend on the orders I may receive,
““ You have all stood forward in defence of
““ your rights, and I thank you in-the name of
““ the king my master. Iingland docs not wish
““ for any wars: she wishes the natives of
¢ Africa to be free, happy and rich ; she wishes
“ for nothing in this country but lawful trade
“ and commerce, If the king of Ashanteo
‘“ will content himself with governing his own
‘“ nation and his own people, »nd docs not
‘“ stop the trade of the interiof with the coast,
‘““ or attempt to oppress his neighbours, lct
“ him say so to me, and I will make a treaty
“ with him on these terms: but I will not
‘““ make peace with him on any other torms,
“ nor until he gives up every claim to tribute ,
‘““ or subjection from the surrounding nations.

““ Given at Cape Coast this 2nd day of
April, 1826,
““ By his cxcellency’s command,
“ Wintiam WiLniams,
Acting Colonial Seorotary.

“ God save the King.”

General Turner having made certain arrango-
ments on the Gold Coast, where he remained
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only a short time, departed from thence on the
14th of April {or Sierra Leone, with nearly all
the Kuropean troops, and dispatched the trans-
ports with the detachment of the seccond West
India regiment on board for the West Indies,
This distinguished officer died on tihe 7th of
March, 1820] at Sierra Leone, having been but
fifteen months on the coast, Upon this lamented
cvent, Major General Sir Neil Campbell was
appointed to the government, and colonel of the
royal African corps on the 18th of May 1826,
and intelligenge having arrived of the advance
of the Ashantees to the coast again, in an has-
tile manner, he was ordered to proceed to Africa
immediately; and he accordingly sailed from
Portsmouth on the 22nd of July, in his majesty’s
ship Lively, Captain Elliott, C, B, which had
been appointed to take him out: he was accom-
panicd by scveral officers of his regiment, and
Captain Rickctts of the 2nd West India regi-
ment, who had returned to England for the
benefit of his health, and who was induced, {from
promiscs held out to him of promotion, to re-
turn to Africa, where hehad previously scrved
constantly for seven years.

Sir Neil Camphell arrived at Sierra Leone
on thic 22nd of August and sailed again in the

Lively, eatly in September, for the (rold Coast.
r 2
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'-The Lwely arrwed in Cape Coast roads on the
- 19th of September when his excellency learnt
| that an action with the Aghantees had taken
- plaee. " The spot where the battle wasefo nght
js'a plain with small clumps of trees and un-
:"derwoqd it intervals, about twenty -four miles
;_"-ﬁ'north -gast. of Bmtmh Accra, anrﬁ‘n&arly four
“miles south from a village called Dodowah, by
which the natives d1stmguxsh the adtion, The
‘king of Ashantee had pitched his tent there
| t_ha,t glormng It ‘Wﬁs expected by avery per-
o 3 %uuu i ua _‘WLth e "Ashantec

Al

tomsss the fiu ,}Lrgﬁjﬂ ua ack our. Jines on
i M el HelnBrosbonos é}iay ; ac-
cord “1 % h w‘ f’abnn 1n Ifﬁganue-'
about elght oc]ock m the mémﬁfg‘, ‘that the
enemy were in motion, and the. 'kmgs dram
‘was. d:stlnctly ‘heard: beatlng the war march.
Our line was in consequence formed w:tth all
posslb]e expedltwn, @xtendmg abont four nules |
east and west, which-made a very plctur@sque |
,_appearamg; from the various drésses and nu-
mamgsﬁfﬂaf s, - Bmtlah, Damsh, and Duteh;
Waediin the air. Our men were deco-
I'atad w1’c]1 :m?gea sea shells suspcnded from their
necks and shoulders before and bahqnd or were
decked with g stripe of white callcfa to distin~

gulsh them from tha enuny Mnny o[’ them _.
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fought with the cloth hanging from the barrels
of their muskets, which adided to the novelty
and singularity of the scene.. . . |

A dispute had taken place for eeveml days
previously among the kings of Akimboo and -
Dinkera and the queen of Akim, who shoul(l' |
attack the king of Ashantee hand to hand; it
was at last agreed, that the former should take
up aposition on our. extreme right, and the
two latter onour extreme left; but they were
perhaps fortunate]y dlsappmnted in this ar-
rangement, as it was afterwards known that
the king of Ashantee had recewed intelligence
that there were white men in the camp, and in
the centre, he tharefﬂm ﬂclected that position
to gam mote honour,. -The officers and gentle~
men in the battle were L1mtenant=-0310nel Pup~
don, commﬂndmg the whole; Captains IIlngs- |
ton and Rogers; uml Lieutenant Calder of
the royal African corps; Dr. Young of the staff;
Mr. Henry Richter, merﬁhﬂnt, of Danish. Accra,
with his own men, amounting to about one
hundred and twenty; Mr, J. W, Harrison,
memlmut, of DBritish Accr'l, with- Iua men, in
number nearly the same; Mr, John Jacksnn,__ -

merchant, of Cape Coast, with M. Banner«

man's men; about the same number,, 'Mr, Ban-

nerman. hculg abscnt in lﬁngland 111 bad health 5
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and My, 1Tutchinson, merchant, of Annunahoce,
with the Cape Coast artificers, volunteors 5 part
of the townspeople; and Bynio, the nalivo
chicf, whose people, with the othery, amounted
to one hundred and fifty men.  These formed
the centre, and were drawn up in line with the
royal African corps, as a reserve an the posi-
tion previously laken by Captain Ilingsion,
The attack commenced {rom right to loft, at
about hall past nine o’clock., 8everal of the
natives came insulting and abusing the centre
as cowards ; which being represented {o the
commanding oflicer, he directed them to ad-
vance about four hundred yards, when a heavy
and cffective fire took place. They went sten-
dily forward amid the work of death, the enemy
slowly and sulkily giving way. No prisonery
were taken by the natives, but as they fell
they wore put to death: happy were they
whose suflerings were short § in vain thee gen-
tlemen implored them Lo hokd their hand, or at
least 1o kill them outright; some were ripped
up and cut across the belly, when plunging
their hands in, they took out the heart, pouring
tho blood on the pround ag a libation to the
good fortune of the cause: others, when they
saw their own [riends weltoring in their hlood,
would give them a blow on the hreast or hewd,
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to put an end to their misery. In many in-
stances ihey dragged each other from the op-
posite ranks and wrestled and cut one another
in picces; and fortunate was he whose knife
firs{ fomid. out the vital part in his foe during
the deadly grapple, though perhaps in his turn
to be laid low by the same means. So hard
were the enemy pressed at this moment, that
a captain of consequence blew himself up,
necarly mvolving some of the Europeans in de-
slruction,

Tho number of the various articles taken
from the enemy was very great, but as none
were allowed io leave the ficld, and as they
had no spare hands, like the people of the na-
tive chicfs, they were thrown aside, when a
cry arose ihal the Ashaniees were getfing be-
tween the centre and the lell, which was {he
fact, as one parly irom the Dutch town, who
supported the right of the Cape Coast people,
hatl given way, and the enemy had rushed into
their place. Besides this, the whole of the
Danish natives, with their cabocecrs at their
head, had fled early in the action, and the
swallow-tailed banners of Denmark were seen
safely flying in the rcar, The centre were now
ebliged to fall back and relinguish evory ad-
vantage, sustaining a galling fire in flank, and

i
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closely pressed avith the mass ol the enemy,
who cvidently were making o bold push {o
seize or bring down (he whites,  Captain Ro-
gers, who was advanceing witlt a small piceo of
artitleryywould have heen tnken, had he not very
promptly t]lHLillg:)llthL‘tl them ws the CLICILY.
This was the erisis of the hatile ; Colonel Pur-
don advanced with the reserve, and ihe rock-
elsy, a lew ol which thirown among the Ashan-
tees oceasioned the most dreadful havoe and
confusion : the hissing sound when thrown, the
train of fire, the explosion and frighttul wounds
they inflicted, caused them Lo suppose that
they were thunder and lightning, calied snon-
man in Pantlee, by which name they are now
known among the natives.

Anotlier party of Ashantees having attacked
the left of king Cheboo of Dinkera, the Win-
nebahs fled at tho first fire, nor halted Ll they
reachod Acory, but a few rounds of grape shot,
Lhrown over the heads of our people, restored
the battle there wiso, Cheboe beimg already in
advance with part of Ius people driving hack
his opponents,  On the right, the battle was
not for a moment doubtful; the king of Akim-
boo drove all hefore him. and pencirating Lo
the king of Ashanlee’s camp, took them in
flank s his path was mwked by the column of
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smoke that rose in front, the short grass being
" dry, {rom our forces having bivouacked at the
roots of the trees for two nights, together wilh
extreme heat, caused it to take fire; the ex-
plosions. of somc Ashantce captains, who at
miervals blew themselves up in despair, which
was known Dby the smoke that arosc over the
trecs; the shouls and proans of the comba-
tants, with the burning grass, and the battle
raging all around, formed no bad idea of the in-
fernal regions. Fancy may indecd imagine,
but it cannot describe such a scene of havoc
and destruction, more rescmbling the wild fic-
tlon of an oriontal tale, than one of absolute re-
ality, The Danish natives who had fled atl nearly
the first onset, now perceiving the cnemy {o
be repulsed by the rockets and grape shot, ad-
vancod, and taking possession of the plunder,
which was immense, deliberately walked off
the figld ; they sent Lo request more ammuni-
tion, saying they had only received iwenty
rounds cach from their own government; and
when uphbraided with their bad conduct, thoy
sald 10 was against thely fetish to fire on a Mon-
day. Aboul onc o'clock, the heads of the
Ashantce chicfs bhegan 1o be hrought in,  Se-
veral of the blood royal and principal captains
were known by the residents ; when the deaths
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of any of them, were reported to the king, he
offored up human sacrifices to their manes in
the heat of the battle. Among tho sad iro-
phies of the day, was supposed to bo the head
of Sir Charles Mac Carthy, which was senl Lo
England by Licutenant-Colonel Purdon ; it was
taken by the Aquapim chiel. The king cnr-
ried it along with him as a powerful charm,
and on the moming of the batile, he poured
rum upon if, and invoked it to cause all the
heads of the whites on the ficld 1o li¢ heside
it, The skull was enveloped in paper covored
with Arabic characters, and a silk handker-
chief, over all was a tiger skin, the emblem of
royalty.

The whole of the Ashaniee camp was taken,
together with thetr baggage and gold; the
amount of the laticr was said to he very consi-
derable, but the whites never conld ascertain
what the natives obtained, Towards the end
of tho day, a great many slaves or prisoners
were taken by the natives, who subsequently
sold them 10 slave vessols 1o leeward of Acerg,
being satiated with the multitudes they had
killed, in the carly part of the fight, and until
it was dark, partics were coming in with plun-
der from every quarter. The troops lay on
their arms all night, ag it was not known hut
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that the king, with his surviving, friends, might
make an attack upon us in despair, having been
scen in froni, wandering ovoer the scene of his
Llighted ambition. Through the night, at
intervals,~some of our native allied chiefs struck
their drums to some recilations, which were
repeated along the'line, and as they died away,
had a most pleasing effect, but were generally
succecded by doep wailings and lamentations
from the glades, in front of our position, ap-
parently from some unhappy Ashantee women
looking for their friends among the fallen,

The loss of chicfs on our part was but small ;
Mur. Richicr was wounded in the thigh carly in
the action, and obliged to leave the field, but
his men did not follow the flying portion of
their countrymen, Narboah, the captain-ge-
neral of the Akimboos, the chief captain of the
queen of Akim, and Quashic Amoncuah, chief
of ligseccoomah, were the only porsons of rank
that we lost. The latter was regretted by
cvery one, as several of the natives were al-
ways accusing him of ircachery, and he was
determined to shew in the day of haitle his
sincerity, he therefore made a bold attempt to
scize lhe king'’s person, and to take him dead
or alive, and cven bad his hand on the royal
basket to pull him down, when he was shot in
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the neck and seenred. The king upbraided
him for his treachery, and ordered him to fol-
low, which he refused ; order was then given
to deeapitate him; a party of Chchoos al-
tacked the king, but Amonguah was already
killed, and his head, if they bave presorved it,
is the only trophy which thdy can exhibit. lis
brother Abaggy waswounded in the thigh, o, as
he says, “he would have made the king pay
dear for his Dhrother’s head,” which nonc
doubled,

The number of our forces, from the hest
information, amounted 1o eleven thounsand ;
three hundred and cighty with muskels 3 that
of the encmy was cstimated at ten thousand,
and much of the fighting was with 1he knife,
We calculated our loss at about ¢cight hundyed
killed and onc thousand slightly wounded.,
‘The cnemy 1L is supposed must have lost (ull
five thousand men @ o great many of thejr chicl
men were killed, whose names were familiae
Lo Afrrcan reoaders : among them were Bunda-
hin, the king’s uncle; Yeou Coroweo, the cap-
tain who carried the gold steol; Karcum, the
chief linguist; Adoo DBradic, nephew to the
king, long rosident at Cape Coast ; Adoo Qua-
mina, montioned in My, Dupuis’ residence in
Ashanice ; Fosoo Crah, well known along tho
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coast, where he used to collect iribute; Ga-
madooah, the samc; Yaw Sackery, who car-
ricd on a long war with the Akimfoos; Dama-
chies, Apookoo’s son, the native who captured
Sir Charles Mac Carthy at Assamacow and who
took all the ammunition ; Owoosoc Yaw Coo-
mah, Oroosoe Acquahteah, Oroosoe Domra At-
tah Quam. Adjuampon Entyquah, the Assim
traitor, shot himself, Acrahsoh Coffec, Ada-
boy, Quaw Cultaqua, Samponday, and four
others ; twenty-four chiefs in all. Osa1 Accato,
the king, was wounded; Opokoo, the chief
instigator of the war, was scverely scorched
with powder and died in consequence.

Among the prisoners were, Oroosoe Doome,
the last Ashantec resident at Cape Coast in
1818; Oroosoe Ansan, the boy king of Iin-
elensah, beyond Ashantee. The king of Ashan-
tee’s Crabah, a female dedicated to the sooman,
fetish, one of his wives, and a female child,
one of his occras, or page, a male dedicated (o
the sooman Entcyquah’s wife, Yaw Sackery's
wife, Yawmadoo’s child, Otill, king's lin-
guist, one of Boetine king of Bewohin’s accras.

It may be readily supposed that the chiefs
would have gone in pursuil of the fugitive king
after such a decisive day, but on the contrary,
all of them, with their people, returned to
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Acera, groaning under,their immense booty.
If the Ashantces had delayed the battle a few
weeks, the coalition would have f[allen to
picces, for the natives, abandoned to them-
selves, would not have stood half an hour be-
[ore the enemy. To shew what conirivances
and resources thig singular people have, it may
be mentioned that in the ¢ wallets” of some
who fell, were found the Pangolin® or ant eater,

* The pangolin, which is n native of the torrid oli-
mates of Africn, is incapablo of boing carnivorous,
atnco it has no teeth, hut lives ontirely on insects which
naturo hag fitted in a vory oxtrhordinary manner, As
it has a long nose, so it may natarally hoe supposod to
have & long tongue, but {o norease its length still more,
it i3 doubled in tho month, so that when extendad, 1t 14
shot ont above a quarter of & yard, When tho pan-
oolin, thereforo, approacles an ant-hill, it lies down
noar it, ooncealing as much ag possible the place of ify
rolront, and sirotching its long tongno among tho ants,
koaps it for somo timo immovablo,  Theso littlo animuls,
allured Dy its appearance, and the wnetuouns sabsianco,
gathor upon it in groal numbors, and when tho pango-
lin supposos a suilicioney, it quickly withdraws tho
tongne, and swallows thom at oncos  [£ 19, of all othor
animals, tho best protoctod [rom extornal injury by
nafure, It is about threc feot long; or {aking in tho
tail, from six to eight, Liko the luzard, it has o small
hoad, o very long noso, a short thick neek, o long body,
logs vory short, and {ail oxtromely long, thick n{ inger-
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scorched for food, while insteagl of shot among
other things were found cowrie shells loaded
with lead, The Danish caboceer used every
artifice to bring on a battle before ihe other
chiefs could arrive, and kept moving to the

&
tion, and terminating in a point, It has no teeth, but

is armed with five toes on each foot, with white long
olaws, But what it is chiefly distinguished by, is its
soaly covering, which, in some measure, hides all tho
proportions of its body. These scales defend tho ani-
mel on all parts, except the under part of the head and
neck, under the shounlders, the broast, the belly, and
the inner sides of the'legs ; all which parts are covord
with a smooth, soft skin, without hair. The scales of
this extraordinary creature aro of different sizes and
differont forms, and stuck on the body like the leaves
of an artichoke, the largest are found noamr tho tail,
these are above three inches broad, and aboul two
inches long; they are extiromely lard, and rosemble
" horn. Thus armed, this animal fears nothing from tho
efforts of all other creatures, oxcopt man, Tho instant
it perceives the approach of an onomy, it rolls itself up
like the hedgehog, and presents no part but the cuiting
edges of its scales to the assailants, It sholls aro so
large, so thick, and so pointed, that thoy repel overy
animal of prey. The most eruel quadruped of the fo-
rest make vain attempts to forco it, but to no purposs,
the pangolin remains safe within, whilo its invador al-
most always fecls the rewards of its rashnoss,-Lyn-
neus, Sysi. Nat, tom, 1. p. 36,
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. enst 1o facilitate this prejeet, while the others
followed Lo avoit™juarrels.

It was singular to sece some of the natives
under the Dulch flag fighting by our side,
while, had we been al Ilmina, they probably
would have been found indho opposing ranks,
as some of them were al Aflettue.  The queen
of Akim, who cvinced much aclivity in the
war, is aboul five feel three mches 1n height,
with an infantine Jook ;3 her voice 1s sofl, cvi-
dently modulated to interest her audience, hut,
cracked as a singer would express i, [rom
constanl use. She is an ckcellent heggar for
munitions of war and distilled walers: just
before the attack she went along the line with
a, massive necklace of leaden bullets, and in
her hand a gold enamelled cutlass, and she was
aflerwards 1 the hottest part of the action.
To some of the gentlemen who called on her
the day before, she said among otlicr things,
““ Ogal has driven me Irom my country beecausce
he thought me weak, but though I am o wo-
man, I have the heart of o man.”

Thus terminated the mogt important hattlo
cver fought on this coasi, and which will in all
probability deter these people from disturbing
the countiry again, at least for a long time in a
hostile manner.,
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CHAP. VIII.

Sir Neil Campbell disebarks al Capeé Coast Caitle—
Captain Rickelts assumes the Military Command-—
Assemdly of the Chiefs—Proposed Conference with
the Allied Chiefs«—Mission to Yancoomassie—I0n-
pected Mission from Ashantee—The Governor sends
a Message to Ashantee—Assembly of the Nulive
Chlicfs—Message fromt the Ashantees—Terms of
Peace proposed—Messengers dispatched to Ashaniec
—drrival of Dispatches— Lisutenant- Colonel Lum-
ley Embarks for Sierre Leone—Captain Hingsion's
Communication with the King of Ashanies.

Sin Neil Campbell disembarked at Capé
Coast on the 2Ist, and Licutenant-Colonel
Purdon having obtained lecave to rcturn 1o
Iingland,"ilie governor was pleased to appoint
Captain Ricketts to the military and civil
command of the Gold Coast, in his stead.
Immediately after the governor landed, he re-
ceived the king, the cabocecrs, and the head
men of Cape Coast, and congratulated them
upon the recent victory obtained by the British
troops commanded by Licutenant{-Coloncl
Purdon, the militia of Cape Coast, their couan-

I
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Lrymen, commanded by. Mr. Tlutehinson, and.
the native kings and chiefs, allics of the king
of England; and he added, that this victory
would probably insure an advantageous and
permancni peace, from which trade would be
carricd on from the coast 4o the interior with-
oul any interruption. Nothing further was
said, and all scparated as soon as his oxcel-
lency left the hail of the Castle, On the 261h of
September, the following chicfs assembled 1n
the hall at Cape Coast Caslle, by desire
of his cxcellency, messengers having  been
dispatched for them; viz, Cudjoe Cheboo,
king of Dinkera; Awoosooco, king of Tucful ;
Ahmonee, and Baffoe, chicfs of Annama-
boc; Adookoo, king of Fantee; kings and
hoad men of Cape Coast. o thanked them
in the name of the king of England for thoiy
bravery in the battlo; and said, as ithe king of
the Ashantees was now so humbled, 14 was the
bost time 1o letl him know, thet if he would send
messengers 1o him for peace, it might be granted,
on giving scenrity for his peacoable conduet in
fulure towards the king of Ingland and cach
of them. To this proposal they obhjeeted,
stating that they knew the king of Ashantcc
{oo well to suppose that he would not consirue
such a message inlo submission on our part.
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ITis excelleney then told them that peacc would
not be granted, unless sufficient sceurity was
given to cach of ithem, to remain in his own
country, wiihout danger; that he would not
make peace for the king of England separately,
but for all; that the object of going to war was
to obtain peace; that if we had lost a baitle,
this proposal might be ascribed to fear, but not
after such a victory, They then asked for a
delay of twelvemonths, stating that the Ashan-
tces would in that time solicii peacé; but the
governor not acceding to their requesi, they
said that they would not make any promise
unless all the allics were consulted ; the gover-
nor observed that the distance of the othors,
viz. the queen of Akim, the king of Aquamboe,
and the chief of Aquapim, rendered it impossi-
ble to confer with them at the same time, but
messenger's had been sent Lo Captain Hingsion
to asscrible them ai Accra, as ihe proposcd
delay would be contrary to the orders of the
king of ingland., Aftor saying much more 10
the same effeet, he at last told thom that his
orders to make peace were peremptory, and
that he must obey them, without any stipula-
tion in their favour, if they would not consent,
to scnd to {he king of Ashantce. His excel-
lency then gave them some presents for their
K 2
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bravery; informing them at the samelime that
his determination to make pcace was not to be
changed.

The kings and chicfs still remaining in Cape
Coast, the governor rosolved to send a few
prosents by tho most direct road to Coomassic.
The king of Cape Goast was directed to seleet
three intelligent men, one of whom could wrile,
to proceed openly with a paper containing
what he wished to say to the king of Ashantee.
The kings of Dinkera, Tueful, Warsaw, Ifantee,
and the chicfs of the Assin couniry, were also
directed io send a fow persons as an cscovt,
but which they refused. It was reported Lhat
the kings of Dinkera and Tueful had said, that
if the mission met with any harm, it would he
their own fault in quitting Cape Coast; by this
it was supposed that they wished to intimidate
them from underiaking it.  Ilis excellency
upon hearing of this, sent for the king' of Din-
kore, but he did not attend; not from any
disrespoct to the governor as il alterwards
appeared, but from fear that he might he de-
tained a prisoncr in the Castle, and bo de-
livered up to the Ashantecs in order Lo obtain
peace. The governor then sent for a few of
their people, and dirccted them to inform the
kings of Dinkera and Tucful, that in one hour
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they and .every one,of their followers should
leave the town, for their disrespect to him on
this occasion; the projected mission to the
Ashantces was in consequence abandoned, On
the 10th of October the governor proceeded
to Accra, hut the chiefs who were expected did
not assemble, being under Danish influence.
Sir Neil Campbell returned to Cape Coast
on the 19th. On the day of his departure from
Accra, Cudjoe Cheboo, the king of Dinkera,
scnt two messengers to request his forgivencss ;
they were received by the king of Cape Coast,
but he did not, as was customary, acquaint the
commandant of their arrival, but informed them
of the governor’s departure, and said that on
his return he would send to acquaint him of it,
which he did accordingly, but not as from the
‘governor. His excellency salled on the 15th
of November for Sierra Leone, On the 15th
of Janudry mossengers arrived at Cape Coast
from the Assins to Caboceer Bynie, aequainting
him that some people from Adansay, & place
adjoining the Ashantee country, and a day’s
journey from Coomassie, where the Assins had
resided since they deserted from the Ashantees,
requesting of him to ask the commandant to
find some person to be present with those
K 3
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expocted from the diflerent allicd ehiefs, for the
purpose of hearing what they had to propose,
The commandant told the Assin messengoers
o inform their chiefs that he was obliged to
them for their proposed intorview, but that ho
could not, as commandant of the British {orces,
condescend o sendk any persons Lo meel mos-
sengers from the chicls alluded to, and that
Cape Coasl was the proper place for the
people {from Adansay to deliver their pro-
posals 3 but that he had not any objection Lo
the king and cahocecrs of Cape Coast sending
two or thwee men to be prosent, whon {he
people from Adansay might state thelr objeet.
Two men from the chiefs were accordinply
sent, and afier staying in thal country a con
siderable time, they refurned 1o Cape Coast,
and said that the people from Adansay did
nol wish to come to Cape Coast, ay it mipht
bo supposed that they had something of im-
portance Lo communicatle, whoereas they were
only desired by their chiefs Lo discover where
the Assing were, and then 1o return i
mediately.  About threo wecks after this the
chiets of tha Assins scnt for the two Cupe
Coast messengers, stating that the Adansay
Imaple wished 1o return home, and that the
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_Assin chicfs were dosirous they should be
preseni for the purpose of hearing what message
would be sent to Coomassie.

The messengers were accordingly sent up,
having first been instructed by the commandant
and the native chigfs what to say on behalf of
them, and the Cape Coast people, incase any
message likely to prolong the war was sent to
the Ashantees. “

After the Cape Coast messengers had re-
mained at Yancoomassie for three weeks, or
more, and none of those expected from the
different tribes appearing, the chiefs of Assin
sent one of them down to say that it appeared
that none of the chiefs had any intention of
sending to hear whai might be said io the
Adansays on their returning home. The com-
mandant, immediately on hearing this, dis-
patched two trusty soldiers with instructions
to proceed io Yancoomassic, and o acquaint
the Assin chiefs that he wished {o send a
message to the king of Ashantee, which they
ware to deliver 10 the pcople from Adansay,
in their (the chiefs of Assins, presenco. The
message was asfollows ;—That the commandant
had rcecived orders 1o make peace with the
Ashantces for the English, and for such of the
native tribes as were desirous of being included
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in this pacific 'pl'upaﬁul; and that if the Ashan-
tees were inclined to peace, he should he happy
to scc auy of them at Cape Coast for that
purpose; that should they be afraid of obstrue-
tion in their way down, he would, on heing
acquainted therowith through tho Assins, toke
measurcs to secure their safety both in coming
and in returning, Tho soldiors accordingly
accompanicd the Adansay people a consider-
able distance on their way home {rom Yancoo-
massic. The Assing sont four men with them
to Adansay, with directions to return in thirty
days from the 14th of May. -

A few days before the time appointed for
their return, a serjeant with somo soldicrs was
dispatched, accompanicd by messengers from
the chiefs, to wait thelr arrival at Yancoomaps-
sic, with orders to escort any messengers [rony
Ashantee direet to Cape Goast; hut it was
long after the time fixed helore the Agsin mey-
sengers relarned, in company with nine men
from Adansay, bringing a message (rom the
chicf of thal place to Cape Coasl, imporling
that the chicl of Adansay was the person who
scitled all differences belween tho Ashantices
and thosc at war with them; that he wished
the commandant of Cape Coast, and all the
allicd chiefs, Lo send messengers Lo him, then
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he-could sce the king of Ashantee respecting
peace. The commandant knowing that none
of the native allied chiefs would consent to
send, or allow persons from him to pass to
Coomassig, desired the messengers to wait a
{ew days, and he would give them an answer :
accordingly on the 14th of. May he made the
following reply : ¢« Tell the king of Adansay
I am much obliged to him for his goodness;
that the king of England wants no war with
the natives of Africa; justice is all that is re-
cluired ; there i1s no war in any other country
but this ; all is peace and happiness. That if
the king of Ashantee is willing to make peacc,
and if he will send to Adansay proper persons
for that purpose, I will, on being acquainted
therewith through the Assins, send up a guard
to meet them half way: that the Ashantees
nced nol be afraid of sending lo Cape Coast,
as I and the Cape Coasi people will take care
thatl none of them shall be molested, cither in
coming or returning ; and when peace shall be
made, all guarrels will be forgotten.”

On tho 26th of July, 1827, a {ollower of
Quashic Amonquah, & chief who fought with
the Ashantees agamst us at Cape Coast, on the
11th of July, and who afterwards joined us,
and fought against the Ashanices in the baitle
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of Dodoowah, and was therc killed, was this
day brought a prisoncr to Cape Coast, charged
by the allics with having gone scerctly e
Adansay, and pretended that he had been
sont by the commandant of Cape Coast with o
message o the king of Ashapice.  The follow-
ing are the real pariiculars: this man heing in
debt, and having obtained a voll of Portuguese
tobacco, was desirous of making tho most of
it, and concciving™that he would be able to
dispose of it Lo greater advaninge at Goomassic
than clsewhere, in consequence of the suspoen-
sion of all trade by the war with that place, he
accordingly procceded thither, and on arriving
al Adansay, a day’s journcy {rom Coomassic,
he was asked who had sent him, to which he
replicd, that the commandant of Cape Coast,
and My, Hutchinson, of Annamahoe, had desired
him {o mform the king of Ashantee, that white
men did not fight always, and would mako
peace if the king of Ashantco wished it. The
chief of Adansay replied, that he would not
believe he was sont by the persons whom he
had named, or he would not have been alone ;
to which he replied, that if thoy did not belicve
him, they might cut offf his head, then they
would sce what a palaver they would getl with
the white men,  On his heing asked what hid
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. induced him to make, use of the commandant’s
and Mr, Hutchison's names, he answered, that
he did so in hopes this might have influence in
preserving his Life. The tobacco was taken
from him hy the Adansays, and for it he re-
ceived payment. , What he had said was
reported to the king of Ashantee, who sent lum
four ackies and half in gold for subsistence.
The Assin messengers who accompanied the
first mission from Adansay back {o that place,
saow 1hig man there, and on their roturn, res
porting the circumsiance to their chiefs, they
sent to enquire of the commandant whether
this man’s information was correct and true,
which bheing answered in the negative, they
told the Adansays if the Ashantees weore
sincere in wishing for peace, it would bo
shewn by this man being sent to them, which
was immediately complied with. The Assin
chiels, in asking for the man, remarked to the
Adansays, that if persons of this description
weorg poermiticd to pass backwards and for-
wards belore peace was concluded, they might
carry such stories as would put a stop to the
proceedings necessary to cffect that object.
The messenger who returned on the night of
the 21st {rom Yancoomassic, was on the 26tk
of July sent back, conveying orders that the
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soldicrs should take it in_turns to procecd to
Weakering, a villago on the banks of the Pra,
in order to take caro that tho expeeted Ashan-
tce mission mel with no interruption in its
way down iq tho coast. The commandant was
apprehensive ihat some opstacles might be
thrown in the way, by some of the native
chiefs, who had been for some Lime asscmbled
in the Braffoe couniry for the purpose of ex-
torting money from the Ashantees, Infor-
mation therclore being given on the 2nd of
August, that the Ashantee mission was ex-
pecied to arrive al Yancoomassic on the next
day; in order to kecp his promise to the
Ashantecs, and to guard against their being
molested by the natives in their way to Cape
Coast, he immediately dispatched a respect-
able man, o sexjeant in the militia, and a mes-
senger Trom the natives of the town, with
dircetions to acquaint the native chicfs that it
was his positive orders that these people should
not be detained, but allowed to proceed with-
oul molestation to Cape Coasl, and that they
were 1o be very active in ascertaining whal
was going forward, {iaking care to reporl {o
the commandant every circumsiance of im-
portance,

One of the men returncd from Yancoomassic
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.on the 6th of Augugt, and stated that the
chief of Adansay had informed the Assin
chiefs, that. in consequence of the man who
went to that place and made use of the com-
mandant’s name, having been demanded by the
allied chiefs, and the king of Ashantee under-
standing that the man wasa prisoner, he was
afraid to send messengers to Cape Coast,
unless the chiefs of Adansay would take
fetish that they would not incur any danger;
in consequence of which the soldier was desired
to return to Yancoomassie, accompanied by
the man alluded tg, whom the commandant had
demanded of the allies and kept in the castle
to prevent his experiencing any harm, with
direclions for the soldiers and messengers to
proceed to Adansay without delay, taking the
man with them, and to acquaint the chief of
that place that thcy were sent to him in con-
sequencé of what he had told the Assins; and
that the man, who being present, could speak
for himself, was found fault with only for
having in an unauthorised manner made use of
the commandant’s name; that they were
dosired to wait at Adansay until the king of
Ashantee sent down persons 1o make peace
should he be so inclined.

The commandant scut also by a man who
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could read and wrile, 4 paper containing as
follows :—*¢The gavernor of Capoe Coasl wuler-
slanding through the Assing, that.the king of
Ashantee did not like to send persons to Cape
Const to make peace, heing doubtiuf whether
they would be safe from the cireumstance of
tho man who wené to Adansay, aud made use
of his name, having been demanded by some
of the allied chicfs and kept o prisoncr ; the
povernor therefore sends that man and some
goldicrs to tell the king of Ashantee, thatl the
path is opened for any of s people Lo come
to Cape Coast for the purpose of making peaee,
and should the king wish ii, they are to re-
main at Adansay, uniil his messengers are
ready to cscort them down,”

The governor ol Cape Coast sends a bhook of
God, (an Arabic bible, in hopes some of the
Moors who frequent Coomassic may he able (o
read it,) to the king of Ashantee, that he may
believe what the governor says is lrue, and
that no harm will happen lo any of his poople
whom he may send to Cape Coast, T'he
commandant further gavoe orders, that if no
objection was made on the part of the chicl of
Adansay, the man alluded to hy the king of
Ashantee should be seni to Coomassio with the
bible above-mentioned. The commandant, in
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corder to shew the Aghantees that he was not
displeased with the man, gave him some pre-
sonis, and enirusted him with a silver medal
as a token that he came from him,

A general report prevailed on the 8th of
August that the ,Ashantee mcessengers had
arrived at Dansamansue, on ithisside of the
Pra, about the 1st of this month, and that
they were concealed until it might suit the
purpose of the king of Dinkera to let them pass
to Cape Coast. The commandant sent to ac-
quaint their chiefs of his having heard the above
report, and if true to desire that the Ashantee
messengers should immediately be allowed to
proceed to Cape Coast, otherwise he would
consider them as his enemies. The Cape
Coasl chiefs al this news were much incensed
against them,

The messengers rceturned on the 8ih, and
stated that Adookoo, king of Iantee; Anni-
melli, king of Warsaw; Cudjoe Cheboo, king of
Dinkera; Awoosooko, chief of Tueful : Baffoc
and Ahmonec, caboccer of Annhamaboe ; with
several other petly chiefs, the whole of whom
were assembled in the Braffoe country, sent
their respeets to their master, mcaning the
commandant, and informed him that they had
not asscmbled on account of the mission
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cxpeeted from tho Ashantees, hut to arrange
matters regarding themsclves ; that no mes-
sengers had to their knowledge, grossed the
Pra; but should any arrive, they would he
sent Lo Cape Coast.  The mission.which was
sent to Adansay was provenied proceeding
further than Yancromassic hy the Assing, who
said that they could noi allow even a white
man to pass to Adansay; ihat they had com-
menced the negoctation for peace, and wishod
to reap themselves the benefit that might arise
from i,

On the st of Scptembor, two messongors
arrived from the Assing, and stated that moes-
sengers had arrived from the king of Ashantee
and werc actually within a days march of Yan-
coomassic. The commandant having been seve-
ral times deceived by similar messages from that,
tribe, and although he was convineed that the
present information was correei, having re-
ceived the same account from other quariers,
yet he told the Assins he would not helieve
them, unless thoy brought onoe of the Ashantecs
to him. 'This day the same Assin messengery
returned to Cape Coasl, bringing with thom
two men, atlached to the Ashanice mission,
which had now arrived at Yancoomassic, All
the merchants were in conscequence assembled
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Jn the government hall, at the Castle, when
the f[ollowing message from the Ashantecs
was delivered in their presence to the com-
mandani. That the king of Ashantee found
it was no use in fighting against white men,
and wished to makg pcace and to be in future
subservicnt to the white men.; that his majesty
had sent down proper persons to make peace;
who, wiil {followers amouniing to one hundred
and forly, were at Yancoomassie. The com-
mandant, in reply told them, that he was very
glad to sce them, as thcy had come o do what
was good for the country, and that thercfore
they were welcome to Cape Coast. ke sent
some¢ rum to them, thai they might drink the
king of England’s health.

On the 11th of QOctober, ihe licutenant-
governor, Lieutenant-Colonel Lumley arrived
from Sicrra Leone, in his majesty’s ship
Eden, Caplain W, I, Owen. The escort sent
to mect the messengers from the king of
Ashantee returned on the 18th of Oclober,
with a part of them, leaving the especial
messenger from the king of Ashanice at
Yancoomassie, the Assins being afraid to send
him down until the whole of the allicd chiefs
agreed to it, the natives having cnteriained an
idca thai the white men wished to make peace

L
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with the Ashautees ; without thom, their dis-
trust was excited, and this caused the detens
tion of the Ashanice messengors who il wag
reported had been a long Lime on the way from
Coomassie to Capoe Const. .

Cabooceer Bynie having volunteered to go
to Yancoomassic, reinrned with the messengoers
on the 28rd, accompanicd by the chiels of
Fantee and Assin.  The Asbhanlce messengers
were presentied to the licutenant-governor who
had asscmbled all the officers and merchants
to receive them s great form was observod by
the messengers, one of themy, a relation of the
king, had ona cap made of monkey-skin; it
had a iail which hung down on the back of his
ncek 5 on the {rout of the cap, was a gold plate,
about five inches long and two inches broad,
upon which scales were neally represenied.
On this man being desired to deliver his mes-
sage, he took off his cap, and gaveil to the
- ¢hief of Assin, who handed it 1o 'one of the
Fanteo chiefs, and he to another, and lastly Lo
the king of Cape Coast, who delivered it to the
licutenant-governor, The messenger then said
that the king of Ashantco was very sorry for
what he had done, and hoped that the English
would pardon him; that ho found there was
no use in his fighting against white men, and




TR ASITANTRE WAR., 147

. therefore wished Lo be under their controul,
and as a token of his submisgsion, he now laid
hts cap al the king of England’s fcet.

On the 12th of Decomber, scveral chiefs,
viz. the kiings of Warsaw, Dinkera, Assin, FFan-
tee, Tueful, Annamaboc, Capc Coast, aud many
others of minor note, being assenmbled accord-
mg to notice gent to them, the following terms
were agreed to, as being those on which peace
would be granted 1o the Ashantees, viz.,—that
they should lodge [our thousand ounces of gold
in the Castle of Cape Coast, to be appropriated
in purchasing amihunition and arms for the use
of the British allics, in casc the Ashanteces
should again commence hostilities; and thal iwo
of the royal family of Ashanice, whose names
were mentioned, should be seni to Cape Coast
as hostages.

The king of Accombo, the quecen of Akim,
the chiefs of Aquapim and the Accras were
nol present at the mecting, but messengers
from cach of them arrived a fow days afler, and
the terms on which peace had becen oflered
being explained to them, they signified their
approval on the parls of thelr respective
chiefs,

Scveral atfempts were made to ascerfain
from the Ashantce messengers some particulars

L3



| W 1! NARRATIVI ON

connoeted with the several acetions, hut no
satisfactory reply  could he obtuined, T
appearcd that they acted as spips on caeh
other, for they would nol give an answer {o
any question withoul first consulfing among
themselves. The only infopmation we obluned
was, that there were al Coomassic & white
man token at Aflettue, and a mulatto man’of
Cape Coast, laken at Assamncow, The
Ashantee messengers, after remaining al Capo
Coast a few duys longer, departed for
Coomassie, accompanicd by a respeetable
native named John Carr, aud a lad of colour,
named John Buckman, who was also a native
and educaled at Cape Coast, scleeted {or that
purpose ; and messengers {rom most of the
native allies,

The party arrived at Coomnssic on the 4th
of February, ax will appenr by the fellowing
exiract of a letter written by the lad of colouy,
copied verbalim i~ Now [or the nows? we
arrived here on the fourth instant in the morn-
ing about scven; the king and his people
assembled and saluted us in public manner,
and also many strange things I saw on that
day: aboui two hundred men carrying golden
swords, and also skulls molied of gold, cvery
thing about of him gold, When we went
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. before him, he sat on his higher tfu'one, and
when he saw us, he made his hand a motion to
pass, when, ho did not say with his mouth,
after he sat he also came with his chiefs and
saluted us ;. all the great umbrellas appeared
on that day was twg hundred and thirty, In-
ierview on the next moramg he sent wus
pfesents of pigs, and sheep, plantains, yams,
and some other things, also four ounces and
eight ackies of gold betwecn me and Mr. Carr.
Indeed he has treated us very well for to do
this. Now as I am writing this, his sister has
send us five ackies of gold and the above like.
Smee we arrived, the inhabitants has not fail
of playing of rejoice for peace. On the Sunday
last, the tenth, ihey killed a man j very large
European house they have erccted here, if you
know Amorah of Accra I would say that the
king's form like him, also his manners; he is
very gobd king, because he has, since we
arrived, behaved very well 1o us; every day
e sonds us couple of pots of palm wine, some-
times four, and also his people they speak
very well to make peace, only they had some
doubtl on the part of the Assins, and Cudjoe
Cheboo; this 1s all the news I could send you
al prescnl, We arrived on the fourth,”
Shortly after this the white man alluded to as
L &
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being prisoner at Cnomassic, and who proved to
be private Patrick Riley, of the Royal Alrican
Corps, taken prisoncr on the 25th of Apri,
1824, with the man of colour, Jolin Dunecan, a
privaie in the militia, taken i the, baitle near
Assamacow, on the 24th of January, 1824,
wore sent to Cape LCoast by the king of Ashan-
tee, accompanied by mossongors {rom him,
who stated thal the king, in oprder to shew
the Buropeans his sincerity in wishing  for
peace, had immedialely, on heing made -
quainted with (he governor’s wish to have
these two persons returncd, seni them down,
and that in return the king requested that someoe
of his family might he scni, parlicularly his
hoad wife, who had Dbeen taken prisoncr al
Doodowah, and {0 allow oncof his ¢hief Acham-
pang, and somo of his subjects, who were
prevented by tho allies {rom roeturning to
Coomassie, by keoping such o siviel weateh ovor
Llmina; that he woukl, on these ters heing
complied with, cndeavour {o collect the sum,
demanded of him as scewrity for his pood
behaviowr and send it down, Byl his request
could not be complied with, as tho king's wile
had heen taken prisoner by somo native chief
under Danish influence, and as the Danos were
dissatisficd as regarded their own socurity
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. with the proposed arrangement théy signified
their intention of making peace for them-
salves, and which the possession of this
female would probably induce the king to
grant mote readily, and the whole of the native
allies had signified their delermination not to
allow any of the Ashantees gt Elmina to return
to ther country until the king of Ashantee
had given proper security for his peaceful
behaviour,

The Luropean soldier and the man of colour
stated that the king had behaved well to them
during the whole period they were prisoners at
Coomassie. Riley said, he had enjoyed better
health while there (a period of four years) than
when ai Cape Coast; but he appeared con-
fused in his ideas, and having been kept at a
small village a short distance from Coomassie,
where he was only allowed to walk about, he
could give but an indifferent account of the
country. ke related the following statcment of
his capiure. On information reaching Afleitue
that the Ashantees who had defeated the allies
on the 256ih of April, were in quick advance
on that place, the troops in conscquence com-
monced their reireat to Cape Coast; he how-
ever, with two other European soldiers of the
Royal African Corps, remained behind, and
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got possession of some ration rum that had
arrived for tho troops: on some of the cnemy
coming to the premises whero they were, oneof
them lixed his bayonet and charged them ; and
they immodiately deeapitated him., Riley and
the other remaining quicl, their lives were
spared , they were, however, siripped of their
cloathing and disarmed, and Ashantee cloaths
were given to them to wrap round their bodies.
They were shortly after sent o Coomassie,
whoere his companion died in aboul twelve
months, Riley was a {ew months after his
rolurn to Cape Coasl, sent te England.

Ilis majosty’s brig of war, Clinker, having
arrived to convey Licutcnani-Colonel Lumley
to Sierra Leone, he embarked, leaving Captain
Hingston in command at Cape Couast, Tho
service requiring that Major Rickells should go.
to Siorra Leone, he had saled on the Hth of
January., The merchanis being desirous that
this officer should contitiue in command of the
Gold Coast, signified their wish to Liculenant-
Colonel Lumley shortly after his arrival al Capo
Coast, in a lettor in which they had oceasion
{o address him on the 19th of October, in
the following words :—* We indulge the hope
that Captain Rickotls will be continued in
command 3 his judicious and concilintory
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measurcs having cstablished sueh confidence
in the minds of the natives as to induce them
tosplace mych reliance on the cquity ol his
proceedings, and having succecded in opening
a communication with the Ashantices, part of
an embassy from whom now are in this town
and the remainder only twenty-four miles
inland.”

The town had been greatlyimproved by Major
Ricketts, he caused all the houses to he moved
which overlooked the ramparts of the castle,
and others which interfered with the range of
guns, and formed.some good sireets in the
town. Lieutenant-Colonel Lumley, on Major
Ricketts leaving the Gold Coast, issued =z
general order to the following effect.

Cape Coast Custle, Jannary 5ih, 1828,

‘“ The Lieutenant-Coloncl commanding hag
much pleasure in recording how much he is
obliged to Captain Ricketls for his conduct in
opening a communicalion with the Ashaniee
nalion, from which the best resulls may be
expected ; namely, the procuring a permanent
peace with that power and the neighbouring
tribes. The licutenani-colonel also fecls in-
debled to Captlain Rickelts for the manner in
which the castle and forts have been put into
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their presdnt food repair, and respectlable stale
ol defence, and which ohject has heen ubtainvd
with greal ecconomy of the public money.”

At the latlor end of April, the folluwm;_,
lotter was received at Cape Coast by Captlain
Uingston from the king 0[' Ashantce, hrought
by the lad of coloyr, Buckman, at his majesty’s
desire.

Saturday Morning, Coomassie Custle,
12¢h April, 1828,

SIR,

«“« T bheg to acknowledge your leitor of ihe
Oth of last month, and on which I {ook it into
consideration of granting your request; bul
as 1 rceeived some information that Fantces
arc already marched for Ilmina, to put me
in great doubt with all my people, I thought
when the peace was concluded would for all
my subjects, Thorelore I' send yowr moesson-
gor, My, John Buckman, with my messengor,
so that you will seo into and secitle them fox
peacae, If such made by you, will get some
of tha Ashantecs that are at LElmina o come
with Mx. John Buckman on his return, I heg
to inform you that the amount of the sceurity
of four thousand ounces of gold, that was
too mueh; bul howover ay my ancastors has
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Jlodged four thousand ounces, fore the security
of [riendship, I beg to do tho same; and as
soen as Mr, Buckman will return, I shall
speedily return them with such amount, I beg
to inform the reason Mr. Carr so stopped. If
I do send him Witllout the demand, would
seem if not liking to make peace, and not
regarding you ; therefore I beg you will execuse
me,
¢ | hdave the honour to be, Sir,
““ your humble servant,

Osar Courotr,
. +

hig mark.

-

Joun Canrr.

Witnesses, {Jmm Bucgman,

Colonel Lumley having lefl instruetions with
Captain [ingston noi o make any allerations
in the lerms offered 1o the Ashantees for peace,
he made the following reply:

Cape Coast Castle, May 1, 1828,
NIR,
¢ 1 have the honour to acknowledge the
rcceipt of your letter dated 12th of April, 1828,
rolative to the pending negotiations for peace :
in reply, I have to inform you thai no other
terms can be acceded Lo than those originally
proposed, viz, four thousand ounces of gold
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o bo lodged in this castle, as well as two
principal persons to he sont as hostagos for the
future tranquillity of the coast,  'Hhat as seon
as the nhove terms are complicd with, and not
before, Achampong and his companions at J4l.
mina will be allowed to return to Coomassie,
If the terms proppsed are nol acceded Lo by
your majesty within iwenty days alter the ar-
rival of John Buckman and the messengors at
Coomassie, you will order John Buekman and
the other persons from the Cape Coast to re-
turn 3 or if you wish Garr to remain, that some
Ashantee chiel he sent 1o reside al Cape Coasl.
The dispute beiween the Fanices and Elminas
cannot be allowed Lo interfere with the more
important question between the DBritish and
Ashantees. Nonce of the Cape Coast "people
have joined in the war against Ilmina.  That
on peace being concluded, cvery exertion will
he made in conjunetion with the gevernor of
Elming, to arrange the dispuie holween thoe
Fantoes and Elminas, I send Lo your majosty
threc Ashanice prisoners, who were cuplurcd
during tho war,

““ I have the honour to remain, with sincerity,

‘“ your most humble scrvand,

J, Ilivusron,
Captuin and Commandaany,
To his Majesty, Osai Cooloe, King of dshantee,
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CHAP. IX.

The Americans supply e Enemy with Powder——Co-
lonel Denfiam appoinied Governer of Sierra Leone—
Major Ricketts relurns to Cape Coast—Mililia
organized—Charge of Forts transferred lo Mer-
chants— Negotiations with the Ashaniees—Messen-
gers sent to Coomassie— Qfficial Correspondence—
Blminas and Fantees—Proposals for Peace—Deatl
of Lieutenant- Colonel Lumley—Major Rickelts suc-
ceeds Lo the Government of Sierra Leone— Ebnina
altacked —Natives defeated—Pacific Conducl of the
Ashantees— Conclusion of « final Peace.

Tur native tribes, who joined in the war
against the Ashantecs, were highly incensed
against the natives of Elmina for not taking
part with-them in it, and instead of remaining
ncutral, as they had signified their determina-
tion, assisted the Ashantees by supplying
them with munitions of war, and conveyed to
them information of our movements, which
they were enabled to do from the uninterrupted
intercourse they had with Cape Coast. Al-
though the governor of Elmina used every
moans in his power to provent gunpowder be-

v
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F

ing supplicd ‘ny the natjves of that place Lo the
Ashanieos, yet the following statement will
show how they acted in this respect, ~An
American vessel arriving thare with gunpow.
dor on hoard, when the Ashantees were 1 the
immediate vicinity of Gape Coust, tho go-
vernor would not allow any Lo be landed, hut
it was roported 1o him a fow days after the
vessel bad anchored, that a quantity had been
sold {o some of the natives of Blmina and taken
away al night by them in canoes,  As none of
it could he found in the town, it was supposed
that it had been sent to the Ashantees, Tl
Fantces had long horne their halred to the El-
minag, on accouni, as they stated, that when
the Ashantec army invaded Tanice, and at-
tacked Annamaboe L'ort in 1807, many of the
women, children, and infinn men had souphy,
refuge al Ebmina, and carried with them a good
deal of proporty; that the Hlminas" dolivered
many of them up o the Aghantees, who sold
them for slaves, and approprinted their valua-
ables to their own use, With these f{eclings
the natives who had fought againgt the Ashan.
tees, with the exception of those at, and in the
neighbourhood of the Aceras, engaged (o at-
‘tack Iilmina; and in pursuance of this dotor-
mination, strengthencd by the knowledge that
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the Ashantecs were unable, {rom the recent
defcatls, 10 send an army to the relief of the
Ebainas, copmenced encamping in the vicinity
of that place, soon after the last meeting of the
native chiefs, of Cape Coast. They had then
stated their grievanges to Licutenant-Colonel
Lumley, and said they wouldbe satisfied if the
Elminas paid the Fantees a certain sum of
moncy, for the losses already enumerated,
which they declared they had sustained. Co-
lonel Lumley wrote to the governor of Elmina
on the subject, who replied that the Ilminas
denied the accusation, and refused to pay any
thing. The intention of these people at first
was, as they said, 1o endeavour 1o bring the
Elminas to their terms by cutting off all sup-
plies by land at least, for they were unable to
accomplish that object by water, and by de-
stroying the provisions in the neighbourhood of
that place. This they succeeded in accom-
plishing in a great measure, which induced the
Elminas to cultivate the land within the range
of the guns of Fort St. Jago, which is built on
a hill a little distance from the Castle, and
some ouiworks, which were thoughi neces-
sary, {rom these circumstances, to be thrown
up in the vicinity of the town. The manner
in which this business terminated will be stated



160 NARRAPTIVE of

in its proper place, It will therelove only he
necessary to sy that this was the kiog of
Ashantlec's complaind, y

Licutenant-Colonel Denham, who had heen
appointed lientenant-governor of sicrra Leone,
sent Mojor Ricketls hacl to Cape Cuonst, in
conscequence of Pis majesty’s government liay-
ing approved of his measures in enrrying into
clfeel their instruclions to oblain & peace with
Ashantee, and (o complete the arrangemen(s
which Licutenant-Golonel Lumloy had lefl un-
finishid, in consequence of some represenia-
tions made to the governmen(, whiclt he
thought might be the means of relaming
the charge of the forts, Major Ricketts
relurned Lo Cape Coast on ihe 5ih of June,
and having organized o very respeetable paid
militia, consisting of men of colour, who had
served in the royal African corps, oflicered by
the merchants, and also a volunteer company,
composed of the most respectable inhabitants
of the town, t(ransferred the charge of the cas-
tle and the fort at Accra, together with all the
stores that remained in them, to the merchants
on the 26th of June,

Major Rickolls, agrocably Lo the wishes of
bis majesty’s government to procure a peace
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with the Ashantees if possible,’ and nothing
having been heard from Coomassie since Cap-
taith Hingsten wrote to the king, had shortly
after his arrival, despatched a man with the
following wiitten mcssage to him,

“ Cape Coast Castle, 14th of June, 1828.
Major Ricketts acquaints th'king of Ashantee
that he has returned to Cape Coast as governor.
That he is sorry to find peace has not yet been
concluded between the English and Ashantees.
Before he left the Gold Coeast, from wha;_t had
been done, he expected the peace would
have been séttled in a few weeks, but it is now
six months since the first messengers returned
to Coomassie, Thereis a vessel about to sail
for England, and the governor wishes to know
what the king of Ashantee intends to do, that
. he may acquaint the king of England there-
with, The governor of the Cape Coast wishes
the king of Ashantee well.” Major Ricketts
also wrote privatcly to DBuckman, one of the
imessengers from Cape Coast, to nse his endea-
vours to get the four thousand ounces of gold,
but that if he found there was no chance of
succeeding, he was to get as much as he could,
and take a bond for the balance payable by
instalments; also to acequaint the king of

M
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Ashantee, thit gold trinkots and aggery heada™.
would ho accepted, T'o this moessago the [ol-
Jowing letters, which ave given in the styldin
which they were writien, were subscquently
received from Carr and Buckman,s

“ Coomuassie, July 4dth, 18286,
SIR,
¢ 1 bog the honour to acknowledge you lat-
ter of the 14th of last month, and which T beg
to say, that I accordingly acted the same. 1

¥ Those beads aro as valuublo a8 gold in tho estimation
of tho natives, aud aro supposod to have hoeen intro-
duced into tho country in formor ages for tho purchaso
of slaves, Thoy aro goncrally fonnd wndor ground,
from which it is prosumed {hoy must havo beon used to
dooorate poersons of oonsequonco in {ormor timos whon
intevdad,  To this duy the natives koop up thiy anciont
custom of burying thoir dead with as much pomp as the
family of the doconsed ean afford.  Those Heads ave so
grently prized, ihat the natives do not think thomselyvos
sulllolontly fine on proal fostivals and public ocensions,
unless decorntod with somo of them,  Thoy aro the
brightost jowels of tho couniry, are vory rare, and somo
iradora to tho coast ondeavour to gol similar onos ma-
nufactured, and although the imitation is oxcoadingly
good, yot tho natives are such great connoigsours that
ithoy namediaiely diseern the differenco.
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Deg {urther to inform gou what hhs befallen on
us. On the second this month, the king and
hi# people assembled and called us, and when
we went, they made us repeat the message
again. On which all the chiefs and king swore
that they will not give a farthing now, because
there was a deserter run {ron? Assin, belonging
Takoodoom, named Appea, came and told
them that it not good palaver we seitling with
them, because after we got this demand, the
_same all allies will come and get more by sepa-
rate, The king himself shook our hands, and
told us that as he has found this palaver bheing
false, which he thought whites his master, and
could not fight them ; and as their allies peo-
ple arc going to destroy Elmina, he would
not let us come till if you wants a good pala-
ver, having sent Achampong at Elmina back
and some of his family at Accra, or Acham-
pong, messenger thai will prove as good pa-
laver, then he will send us back, because when
we came al first he gave us two prisoners, and
we send to Cape Coast, but what we brought
in place of them not good ones as theirs; he
said alsg, that if he had mind to kill us, he
would bhefore now, but he will not hurt ug till
the demanded messenger of Elmina or others
M 2
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come, the sane ho wil}h send us hack fincly.
Ile has put Assin’s messenger in close confing-
menti, and also Joc Aggery's; tho Assins, <o
said, he punishing them {orsome time hecause
three of them only have twenty of his women,
which none of the women alive now, hul all
killed ; but as King Aggerys, he said, i they
lot him Joose, he will run away, or will give ns
bad head: but as for me and My, Cary, and
the last messengers and our boys, are in prison
at large, but not in close confinoment, Ilo
sald also, that the proposals for peace are not
whites butl from blacks, butl if whiles will let
him make peace with them, as they arc his
masters, then to sco and seitle the Elmina pa-
laver, and to get the messengers, or thosc as
he said, then he will make the peace, and
send us Cape Coast salely, Ile said, as white
men his masters, that was'the reason when he
caught late Mr, Williams in war at Samacow,
he returnod him back thfough the Duleh go-
vornor, bul they know that all whites are same
and of his masters do him the samo favour, then
he would know and as certificate that it is good
peace they making with him; howgver, ho
will never fight with whites, hut if witlie men
say they will fight with him on account of the
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blacks, he will never come ds he' done before,
but he will stop on his own dominions,
1 have the honour to be, Stiy,
“ Your most obedient humble servant,
Joun Buckman.’

Coomassie, Saturday,sJuly 12th, 1828,
SIR,

‘“ T beg the honour to enclose you this let-
ter. The king called us yesterday, about two
¢’clock in the afternoon, in his palace, because
we make application to him to give us messen-
gers for conveyancé, The king gave ours four
reasons ; first, that when caught late My, Wil-
liams at Samacow, he returned him without ran-
som : second, thal when we came here he gave
one white man and one coloured man, and what
he requested you did not grant him, (that was
his families,) but sent some unknown persons :
third, thal we come and he received us, and
conient to make peack; but now a deserter
has come and informed him that your allies are
going to kill his messengers at Elmina, there-
fore, if he did grant the security of peace, tlie
same way turning to liim as an enemy : {fourth,
that king of England lie know that he was
conqueror of all European kingdoms, and the
king of Ashdntce was the samc before on all *

M 3



166 NARRATIVE OF

blacks, and whenever ho fights and conquers, if
be that the people give up to serve and make
peacoe with him, he was 1o bid a greatl amognt
that he like; but after baving scen.that the
people truly making good peace ithrough their
fidolities, these then he uses to rveduce some
off, but they said that nothing will be reduced
off ; that shews that it was not geod peace, but
still reckon him as an cnomy., liven if tho
amountwas ten thousand otmees of gold bidden,
and il redueed to cight thousand ounces, ho
would yicld it; but this shewstreachory,and not
goad friendly peace hercufter; therclore, ho ra-
ther blow up once, i while men hig masters
mean to comeovey and fight with him, butas him-
sclf, he will never come again, and he is very
sorry that heis the king of England sorvant too,
and now e has cast him away yiclding up for
peace, bul still forcing him, and going to kill
his messengoers at Llmina. T beg leave, fur-
ther, what T would not il 1o inform your
command, thal thero was some Assing came
for as his dominions, river Pra side within,
some have alrcady made houses and villages,
when king heard it, send and brought them
from the filth of {his present manth to yester-
day, somclimes {en, sometimes twenty, which
-he never forgave them, hut kills ; we made one
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quire for that purpose, and was ﬁ’&id‘that they
‘got somo families at "Adansay, and mean al-
regdy to come on this king’s side, and he did
not admit them because they werc great rogues
in the palavgl, that might be true, because the
last messengers send to me told me, that while
he was coming, he was injormed that some
Assins have run away from our territory, and
come this king's side: he said he is ready to
make his oath, if required of him. The king
said, that if on return of this messenger he
brings what he requested, that will shew thai
you will give him good peace.
‘“ I have the honour 1o be, Sir,
““ Your most obedient, humble servant,
Jouny Bucxman.”

Coomassie, Satﬂrdfz iy, July 12t7¢, 1828,
ITonourED Spg,

“ I have the honour to inform you the king
of Ashantce’s intention about the peace, On
Wednesday, the 2nd of this, he assembled all
his people to market place, and called us to
hear his intention. He 1old us our master sent
us here for peaee, but he find that was false,
but that was not hecause he find all what an-
swer he gets from Cape Coast do nol agree
with whitc.men’s.affair; in the first place,,
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thero is 2 qlc:niand {for four thousand, ounces of
gold for the sccurity of peace, two hostagoes
royal familics, and deliver whal prisoners he
had, will he send onc white man and one con
loured man, and roquested that there was
some of his familics arc at Accra, and if my
master wished I‘ur pood ‘pence, for to send
them o him, and he, will, sce to eomply {o
poace. My mﬂ,stm did not sent them, but send
S0me other men in room of them, and still de-
manded the said four thpusand ounees, of gold,,
and if he did not sent that, he must lot it
alone; this whitc wan roply for msianee,
when he fought the action with late Siv
Chayles, he did gain the victory over him,
and as soon as he did know that there was of-
ficer taken by his men, he directly sent him to
the whites, and demanded poace from them
without *any money, only he wished for the
delivery of his deserters; and whon the whites
will nol do it, he let My, Williams romnained,
and ho thought he waonld do him the same fa-
vour, bul he find that was black people’s o~
ings, and also there was Assin man come {rom,
Cape Coast, he told lum that all your allies
are going lilmina 1o take hig mossengors from
them to desiroy, and that on that accouni, he
must keep us here, until he got them from Bl
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mina before he can let us go t¢ Cape Coast;
he has kept Assin messengers in close confine-
mgnt with King Aggerys, also intended until
he get his families and messengers here, be-
{ore we can come away. Ilesays,in his great
doubt, he is the person that conquer all the
black on this Gold Coast, Jsvhen he comes to
make peace with them, he impose an heavy
sum first, and after they depreciate te him in
manner as he did to us, he always reduce the
sum to one half or one third, and receive them
into friendship, and that is not the case nowat
peesent, so that Jie find that what demand
my master made, does not seem he as ever will
take him in friendship again.
¢“ 1 have the honowr to be, &c, &c.
JonN Carr.”

Braman, Kmnd's Planilation,
Iriday 18th July, 1828,

Sin,

““ We beg the honour to enclose youw our
last leiter, The king called us to his plan-
tation, and told us that this day is a day he
would let our messenger despatch, also he told
us, that he have no war at all with whites
because they are his masters, and would not
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say so3 (hi hie would not give any sceurity,
but it was a messenger sent from Assin, that
whether he gives the demand or not, they will
come to his country and fight with him, so he
said on account of giving the seeyrity was 1o
save his couniry; but now as they says they
will come and fighy, with hiny, he rather let 1t
alonc ; also, that they are going to destroy his
messengers of Illmina; he did not hida the
person who senl Lo tell him so, name Obel
Qran, who we know ourscives,  King has
murdercd the Assing messengers ;3 we did not
fail of asking him about it, he sald on account
of the abovementioned mon's message, and
also when they come made fornication with
his chief’s wife, and siill that calling him ill
names and challenging him, which custom is
not 10 he excused in thiy country, so he killed
them, buf he conld not forget them until the
peace has been concluded, because they wants
to come here and 1o pive somo story, and
inform tihere, and also from thore to inform
hore, so thai he should nol never make peace
with you, therefore he would not permit them
now, 1ill the peaceo has been concluded, he still
bogs that if you send his demand he would
make the peace, but you musi not mind the
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Assins, which is to prove one,rurthing from
there to him.” '
We are, &c.
Joun Can,
Jounx Bucxmanw,

“ P. 8., King hag released King Aggery’s
messengers,”

Major IRicketts endeavoured by all the
measures 1n his power to persuade the natives
to break up their camp near Elmina, and to
allow him to make up the differences between
them, and the people of that place. The
major himself went to Elmina for that purpose,
and the natlive chiefs of that town and the
Ashantecs who were therc assembled in the
hall of the castle with the governor. They
appeared willing to arrange matters in the
manner proposed, swvhich was to meet on the
lines, between Cape Coast and Elmina, and
there to hecome friends, and each parly to
bind themselves in their country way, to keop
so, and act together should the Ashantces cver

again visil the coast in an hosiilec manner.
The Elminas agreed thal this would be the
best way of securing tranquillily on the Gold
Coast, and ithe only objection they started was,
the contemptible opinion they have of the
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Fantees, who they said were not trustworthy,
and would probably be the first 1o join the
Ashantces should they come dawn  again,
They would, howover, have been happy to
unite with the Cape Coast natives-in muiual
assistance in repelling the invasion of either
place; but on this~heing communicated to the
allies, they gave cvasive answers, and said
thoy knew the Jilminas too woll {o put faith in
any of thoir cngagements. The Cape Coast
poople, though closely connecled with the
Elminag by family ties, being led away by
other natives, also shewed an unwillingness to
agree to the union proposcd without the allics,
stating that as thoy had heen the chief means
of bringing them over from tho Ashantices to
the Dritish cause, ihoy could not separale
thomselves from them,” IHad the arrangements
which were first agreed upon by the governors
of Danish Accra and Elming, and ho com-
mandant of Cape Coasi, nawmely, for all the
chiefs {0 bo presont when the Ashanteo mes-
sengers received their answer, and to desire
them to acquaint the king that they were
determined to unifc against him should he
again atiempt to disturh the Coasi, there is.
little doubt but peace would have been con-
cluded, but owing to some diffevencd which oc-
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curred after Lieutenant-Colonel Isuml:ay arrived,
this was not effected, and the natives seelng that
the king's government had withdrawn from the
coast, and many of them having been deprived
of thc mogthly allowance which {hey had
officially enjoyed, ghewed little attention to
whal was said to them, and consulted among
themselves on the affairs of the country, and
whatever they agreed upon they invarably
followed, Major Ricketts, in consequence of
the death of Lieutenan-Colonel Lumley, who
had again succeeded to the government of
Sierra Leone, onesthe demise of Licutenant-
Colonel Denham, having to go to Sierra Leone
to assume the government which had devolved
upon him, and there being no prospect of an
early accommodationwith theking of Ashantee,
whose power having been very considerably
reduced by his lat® defeats, and from the cir-
cumstance of all the natives from Appalonia to
beyond the river Volta, and from the sea coast
lo the borders of Ashantec, having joined in
the war against him,)most of them had been pre-
viously considered as his subjects, paid him tri-
bute and assisted him in his wars) there was not,
In conscquence, much to be apprehended from
him; he thercfore departed from Cape Coast
for Sierra kconc on the 20th of Scptember,
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Laking with hil the lew, remaining petsons of .
the garrison, nearly the whole of whom had

previously been senl to Sicrra Leano by ordur

of 8ir Neil Camphbell, and to Fordinando Po, hy

Licutenant-Colonol Lumley, and athers trang-

ferred Lo the militin left to garrison the forts

under the merchaits, and leaving Mr, Jackson,

the oldest merchont on the coast, in com-

mand, Some time after the natives hostile Lo

those of Elmina, having assembled o consi-

derable force, amongst whom were those of
Cape Coast, who had professed Lo observe a

strici neutrality in this aflar, aitlacked the

town of Llming, and were driven back with

considerable loss, the canon of the fortifica-

tiony and field picces having heen brought o

bear upon ihem. This defeal cansed the

whole of them to disperse, and they have

remained ever since perfectly quict.

The Ashantces since their defonl al Dodoo-
wah, have not shown any hosiile intentions;
and 1L is said that notwithstanding the pro-
hibited inierconrse with them by the native
chiefs, a considerable irade is slill carried on
by smuggling, The Ashanlecs trade now
principally to Assannce, which is s1iuated on
the sea coasi, considorably to windward of
Uape Coast.  Tho merchants are &llowed four
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hundred pounds per annum for maintain-
ing and garrisoning the forts at Cape Coast
aml Accra, yhich although they have the whole
management of the affairs, are still considered
dependencies on Sierra Leone,

The negociations remained in  this un-
settled state until the month of April, 18381,
when the king of Ashaniec sent a son and
a nephew of his as hostages, to be educated
at Cape Coast Castle, accompanied with six
hundred ounces of gold to be lodged there as
a security for his {uture good conduct towards
the British, Duteh and Danes. Thus ter-
minated these disastrous disputes which had
disturbed the country {or a period of nearly
ten years.

»
NOTES,

Major de Richelion, governor in chiof of his Danigh
majosty’s setilements on the Gold Coast, who mrrived
in the country shortly subsequont to Siv Charles Mae
Carthy's death, showed much respeci and friendship
for our government, by taking an active part in the
war, Ilo fmmediately, on assuming his government,
gont all tho lorce he conld colleot to our aid, and as-
sembled another strong force to proceed through Akim,
commandod by himself, towards Ashantee, witl}. 4 viow
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of diverting the onomy from (ho voosts Tho foreo
which arvived frem Awcera” so epporluncly at Capo
Counst, and asaistod in tho defeat of tho Ashantees on
tho ILth of July, was purtly composod “of tho Danish
Accras and othor natives, undor the flag of -thut mation,
colleeted and sent up by Govornor Richdélion, who also
forwardod somo soldiers with an oflicor, Capinin IPolo-
80M,. i

The killod and wounded in this engagomont wore
Socond Wost India rogimont, 3 rank and file woundod,
Royal African corps, Yisulonant Swanzy, killod,
Mihtin, 1 rank and file killed, 5 rank and file woundod,
Unorganizod armod nailvo foree, 102 runk and file

killed, 410 rank and flio wounded,
Licutenant Swanzy was o very promising young oflicor,
Ile was, as has alroady boen stated, wounded at Dun-
qual, on tho 22nd of February.—See pago 101,

The battlo of Dodoowrh took place on the 7th of Au-
gust, 1826,—~Sco page 116,

Tho hend takon thoro, and supposed to he Sir
Charles Mao Carthy's, wos stalod by the mnn of oox
lour, a returnod prisonor {rom Coomassio, montioned
in pago 160, to bo that of Tooto Quaming, late king
of Ashantee~Sco pago 122.
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BRIEF VIEW

OF THS
PRESENT STATE OT "BIE COLONY

oF

SIERRA LEONE.

CUAPD, L

Succession of Governors—Sir Charles Mac Carthy,
General Turner, Sir Neil Campbell, Lieutenant-

" Qolonel Lumley, Licusenant-Colonel Denham, Ma.
Jor Ricketjs—Sigrra Leone ¢ Peninsula and Moun-
tainous—Harbour— Garrison—Freetown the Capi-
Lal—The Hermitan—-—Tornados—Rainy Season—
Inlibitantis— Fortificalions ~ River — Buildings —
Maroons—Libevated Africans—Nova Scotians.

In ihe preceding narrative 1 have described,
as well as my brief notes would admit, the
various negofidtions and battles with the
Ashanices, 11 which it was my lot (o he

N
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employed ; aad ag the colony of Sierra Leone
has cxcited a proal sharc of public intorest,
whilst from a diversity of opiatons il May
heon variously represented, I shall endeavour
to give a correcl account of iy present stale,
and of its inhabitants,

IL was iy lot wo witness, during the poriod_
of my service on the coast, the arrival and pre-
mature deccase of five successive governors;
viz, Sir Charles Mac Carthy, Major-Goneral
Turner, General Sir Neil Camphbeli, Licute-
nant-Colonel Denham, and lastly, Licutenant-
Coloncl Lumley; whont I"had the honour Lo
sneceed in the government., Of the unhappy and
cruel fate of Sir Charles Mac Coarthy, I have
already spoken in the preceding narrative.

Major-General Turner arrived in the colony
in Fobruary, 1826, 1l death was caused hy,
his unremitting exortions up thd river Sherbro,
where he fought several avtiond with the
natives and othors engaged in the slave tradoe;
aftor which ho returned to Sicrra Leone in a
bad state of healll, and died in March, 1826.

General Sir Neil Campbell arvived in the
colony in August, 1820, and sailed shortly
aftor for the CGhold Coasty from whenece ho
returned and was seized with sickness in
Novomber following, Ilaving ‘recovered,
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.procecded to the Gambia, and *returned in a
short time in better health; but soon after fell
siagk again, gndrdied in August, 1827,

Colonel Lumley arrived in the colony at the
same time with Sir Neil Campbell, and af-
ter the death of (hat officer, assumed the
government, and in about®six weeks pro-
ceeded to the Gold Coast, from whence he
rcturned in April, 1828, wlen he was super-
seded by Lieutenant-Colonel Dénham, upon
whose decease, he again assumed the govern-
ment, and died in August, 1828,

I first hecame acquainted with Colonel Den-
ham at British Accra, in the month of January,
1828, where he had armved from Sierra Leone.
His celebrity as an African traveller had already
cxcited a high degree of interest in his favour,
and upon his landing he was received with every
mark of respedt, ’

Shortlyafter; we visited the Danish castle
“Christianburg” together, and were received by
the governor with much civility; after which
Colonel Denham embarked on board the
Sybill, Commodore Collier, and I, on board a
transport for Fernandez Po. After remaining
there several days, Colonel Denham sailed
again with that officer, and returned to Iree-
town, in the Plumper brigof war, atter a_long

N 2
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passage, mueh gtraightencd for provisions and
waler, where I had preceded him nearly a
month, ITe had at this time beep upwards of
twelve months  the superintendant of  the
liberated Alvreany, and, as I had served i the
dificrent soitlemenis on ihe const for nearly
cleven years, and had had nnieh intercourse
with fhe natives, he scemed desirons of ob-
laining whatever information it was in my
power Lo give, and T feel persuaded that the
general coincidence of our opinions was a
sourec of mutual satisfaction.

[Tis oxoriions whilst he superintended the
liberated Aflricans in iheir villages, and also
his judicious plans and excrtions for the shior
time he was governor, were highly heneficin
and uselul, and would no doabt have produeed
in time the most desirable ofleets, Tle had
whilst in the discharge ‘of his avduons duty
adopted an execllent plan of locuting the people
along the rowdds, by piving each individunl a
ceriain portion of land adjoining his own house,
which plan I also followed, conceiving it (o he
the most advaniageous that could he suggested,
and the mogt probable moans by which the
colony could be effectnally improved,  Ile had
heard of his appoiniment, and his receplion al
Treetown was highly gratifying to his feelings,
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,being met on lanchng3 by a body of the in-
bitants, who escorted: 111111 to the government

hoase. « °
After he was sworn in, he dispatched me
back to the Gold Coast to complete the arrange-
ments that had beep previously ordered by
government, and very showly after this he
died of the Sierra Leone fever, to the great
regret of all classes of tliose who were able to
appreciate his talents and virtues, He sur-
vived the first attack only about nine days.
By this unfortunate eventthe governmeni again
devolved upon Colonel Lumley, but he also
soon afterwards fell a vietim to the climate.
I then assumed the government, which, in
consequence of ill health, T was obliged re-
luctantly to relinquish and return to England,
after having served in various capacilies on
that coast, during th8 period already mentioned,
SierraLiconeds a peninsula, very mountainoys,
and so named il 18 presumed by the Portuguese,
{from {he roaring of ibe thunder through the
vallics on the approach and at the terminaiion.
of ithe rainy season, resembling that of a lion.
It is situated in latitude 8 deg. 30 min. north,
and 13 deg. 43 min. west longitude, and
was transferred from the African company in
1808, 1o his majesty’s government. The®
N J
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scangry'uptm. drawing near the eolony front
thc sen, 18 pmturesqua, and in sailing along the
hnd (which is on the right) towards - fhe
harbonr the verdure of tho woods 2 i duhghtf‘u]
bemg partly composed of the* beputiful palm
tree, and, heve and thera on the hills are scen
cultivated spots with S0mo vood sized houses,
and the barracks as the country Qcaasionnlly"
opons, until anchored in front of Trectown,
#}rhiah has a:picturescue appearance, cspecially
if viawed ‘ot a distance from the shore, many of
the houses boing Dbuilt on a gontle declivity
from TFort Thormton, close to which the old
harracks stoand @ the three new barracks and
hospital have a fine effect from the sea: tho
formery built of bricks, with joists and posts of
iron, and slated roofs, are situnted on a COTL~
~sidorable eminence at a short distance in the
rear of Fort Thornton, The twor lormor con»
tain oach ono hundred and sewenty: persons,
'111{1 the othor a pmp:;n'timmtu number of
| ufﬁcers, | S |
- The hospital ] is a vory good one; itis sitnatod-
lmlf way between the old and new barracks
'md at the foot of the ascont to the latter. -
The Bullomshore, on the left whilst making
for the harbour, is low land, and some parts
are UfLLll overflowed during the rains, and

i
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~about ten miles nerth—east frgm FreettJW11," |
across to Leopold isldnd, the modst:leeward
pojnt of the 'Bul.lom shore; close to wh;ch, oh.
the main land, resides Delamoody, a very in-
telligent ‘nagives chief, and a man of great
influence among the suyrroundipng native tribes,
‘On Janding at F.ree%own, agsiranger is not a,
little surprized to behold a place so far superior
to what he had been induced to eJ:pect and;
if ‘he should. -arrive in the hermitan season,
‘when' resident Europeans are generally .in,
better health than at other periods. of the year,
from its salubrioug effects, he will he saluted,
with an agreeable simnell, similarto that of new
hay, and will wonder how it was possible the
place could be so unhealthy as represented ;
‘but on the ﬂppmach of the rainy season, hus
wgnder begins.to cease, -
~The hermitan is n very dry easterly Wllld

Whlch A afew days, drys up all vegetation;
except trees; 1t sets in about December;. and
continues at intervals for several days together:
such is the nature of the hermitan, that the.
flooring of the houses, window shutters, and.
other wood work, shrink and separate more than
“an inch asunder; the glass is broken, and. the
furniture 'is warped, but at the approach of
therains, the-open seams gradually close again,
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Aftor the ahsence of rain for many months,
the parched surface of the carth, all its vegela-
tion, exeept trees, having hoenedried up hy ha
hermitan, and then scorehed by tho intenso heat
of a tropical sun, is suddenly coveyed with vor-
dure, The day after Lthe first shower, the foreo
of vegelation is so great, that the face of nature
is completely changed, and it may litorally be
said that the grass and weeds may be scen o
grow ; yeot, however strange it may appear, al-
though these, as well as the indigo plant, grow
spontancously every where, new land will not
salisfaclorily produce the wsual articles of con-
sumption for three suceessive years, and some
lahd will not even yield the socond yoar. The
dry scason is preceded by dry tornados,
which towards the latler end of May are ac-
companied by rain; they last goncrally for
about an hour, sometimesol s¢ long, 'They
very much resemble the hurietmes in the West,
Indics, hutare not so fuvious 3 they vary from
south-cast to north-cast, A dark cloud in the
castern horizon foretels the approach of o tor-
nado 5 it advances, accompanied by tromon-
dous thunder and vivid flashes of lightning,
which at first are distant and faint, untid the
whole heavens gradugslly hbecome obscured by
on¢ black cloud. It frequently happens that
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from the quarter opposite to that Where the
cloud first appears, there previously arises a
byeeze, whichsdies away, as the tornado ga-
thers; the atmosphere then becomes very sul-
try, and the tomnado advances, with a great rush
of wind, bursts, sweeping before it (if no rain
has previously falleh) immepse clouds of dust,
The wet tornados are succeeded by a beau-
tifully serene sky, and the air is greatly re-
freshed; the frame becomes invigorated, and
the mind more cheerful. As the rainy season
advances, the tornados gradually cease, and
are succeeded by-almost constant heavy rains.
At the termination of the rains, the tornados
again make their appearance, becoming weaker
as the dry season approaches, until they cease
altogether, )

At intervals during ihe day in the rainy
scason, thic action of an intenscly hot sun on
the eartl, covered with a luxuriant vegeta-
tion, and saturated with moisture, produces
n disagrecable sickening smell, which is pro-
hably one of the causes of the fever that pre-
vails at this period of the year, as persons re-
contly arrived are generally taken il in July or
August; some, however, have been known
to reside in the colony above {wo ycars with-

out having been affccted by it,  If they remain,
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beyond this jime, they arc cerlain nol to
escapc much longer, antl when at length they
take the fever, it generally provos fulal fo
them, It is considered the more favourable
symploms for a stranger to bo seizgd Witk the
fever soon after his avrival,  The havoe which
this dreadful disgase lag” made among the
Puropcans who have gone oul, or have
been sent to the colony is woll known, On
the first arrival of Furopean troops in 18286,
they died in grealer numbers than at any
subscquent period; the causo was atteibuied
much to the incomplele state of the havracks,
which liad been hastily crected, the materials
arriving from Lingland at the spme time with
the iroops, the barracks could not consc-
quently he covered inbefore the raing,  I'rom
the want of accommodation on shore, most of
the troops were kept on Iyoard Lhe transporis
for some months,  After the completion of the
barracks, and thoe walls had become dry, tho
troops enjoyed betler health, bul thoy drank
freely, and it was very dificult to keep them
sohor,  This no doubt tended much o bhring
on sickness among them; the officers died,
however, in proportion,

Black troops, well regulated, are the hest
Lo garrison the colony, hut theys should be
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composed of men from the Gold Coalt, as they
arc better calculated fér soldicrs than any other
nglives of the aoast of Africa, and they should
be enlisted {or a limited period, as the idea
thatthey may return to their own country at
the expiration of their torm, will render them
happy and contented. They deserted in great
numbers in 1826, when ordered from Cape
Coagt to Sierra Leone, on account of their en-
tertaining an idea that they would never he
allowed to return,

The coast is now garrisoned by three com-
panies of the royal African corps, consisting of
one hundred men cach, stationed at Sierra
Leone, at the Gambia, and at Fernandez Po;
there are also recruiting pariies of the first and
second West India regiments at Sierra Leone.
These regiments have heen very successful in
obtaining reeruits mong the liberated Afri-
cans, from tho villages who voluntarily en-
list, and cheerfully embark for the West In
dips, "All the European troops have been sent
home, and the whole of the coast 13 now gar-
risoned by native soldiers.

I formed and cloathed an excellent militia,
well drilled, composed of the youngest of the
discharged soldiers having pensions from go-
verment, an< liberated Africans, who rcadilys
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ﬂjuined al the willages of Wellington and York,
and oflicered by Burepean and coloured super
iniendants of those places.

A militia of Lrectown was also in progross
of formation, when I departed fromethe colony,
and should these peaple e cncouraged, they
will, in all probability, fully answer cvery
purpose required 3 but it will he always neces-
sary 10 have a small regular garrison, in order
to sustain the military character of the place in.
the eyes of the natives.

The population of the colony is about twenty-
six thousand, Irectown is mhabited by Ituro-
pean merchants, whoe have built houses for
their stores and residences, Maroons, Nova
Scotians, blacks, (called settlers,) discharged
soldiers from the West India repimoents, coxiles
from Barbadocs, and liberated Africans, who
have obtained lots oflland W theestown. Ll is
well and regularly laid out, and the sireets,
most of which Iately have heen properly eon-
structed, are sixty {eet wide, Nothwithstand-
g the money which hag been exponded on
public buildings, there are none in the town
with the exception of the jail, the barracks,
the commissariat, and the huildings of the libu-
rated Alricans, that are worthy of the name.
«lhie houses, from the destructive natuge of the
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climate, require annual reparatign ; %even iron,
unless well painted, will not withstand its ef-
fegts lohg. The bulldxng% are crected with a
red clay stone, which is found in quarries in
the-snelglfngulhond

A battery to the eastward of the town has
lately been repair ed and improved. It is the
only fortification in the colony, except Fort
Thornton, which 1s i a dilapidated state, and
in a bad situation, being nearly in the centre of
the town, surrounded by houses. There are
a few guns mounted to the westward of the
town, close to thz buildings of the liberated
Africans above-mentioned, which it would be
dangerous {o fire, in consequence of the ground
on which they stand, being undermined by the
sea, the concussion might consequently cause
il to give way, and thereby injure the build-
ings; thore are alse three guns mounted sim-
ply on the ground, on King Tom’s pmnt 3]
little farther on, at the entrance of the Bar-
bour.” The guns of the hatlery to the east-
ward canhol reach a vessel until she enlers the
harbour, and then she mighi easily get undeor
shelter of the houses that intervene between the
battery and the west end of the town. A bat-
tery of afew guns, on Cape Sierra Leone, close
to whjch vessels must pass on entering thg
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"harboun, frould he desirablo for the maritime
defence of Frectown, °

The entrance of the channeb ot the’ rivor,is
narrow, althougl it is fifteen miles wulc ol its
mouth; the tides chl and low gxceedihgly
strong, and tho shoal 4..[11]{..{] the middle ground,
whieh is on tho leff on going into the harbour,
is vory steep.  Thoe harbour is only accessible
in safoly with a sea hrecze, which sots in he-
tween dwelve and two in the day, but cannot
always bo deponded upon; as at times il is
very weak, and of short duration.

The heach to the westward from IFalse Cape
to. Cape Shilling, on which the village of Kent
is buill, is guarded by a surl; which renders it
dangerous for & boal to lawd, and canoes of the
country are consequently used along it. The
sea heach towards the Sherbro estuary is open
and casy for landing, end mnsuqmntly needs
some protection, :

Tor tho land defence of the colony against
tho natives of 1he continent, a fortification ap-
pears necessary near the village of Wataerloo,
which 18 only divided {rom the main land by a
small stream of walor in the rainy season, when
Siorra Leone may bo called an island, but the
walor disappearing in the dry scason, it thus
kecomes a peninsula,



SIERIRA LEONE. 101
' 1

Next to the Europeans, thq MAroons are.
the most respectabld class in the colony.
Sgme J&f thesg people, as well ag the Nova
Scotians, have acted as commissioners of
l‘eqﬁests}ﬂ apnd dave filled the office of mayor,
aldcrmen, and sheriff. During the govern-
ment of Sir Charles Mac Carthy, they took
greal pride in these appointments, but lat-
torly they reluctantly accept of any honorary
office, A few of them, as well as some of
the other people of colour, keep small retail
shops of goods and ardent spirits, purchased
on credit from the Ifuropean merchants at auc-
tions, whore tlicy pay cash; and some of the
Maroons lave shops on nearly as large a scale
as the Europoans, and import their own goods
from England, whence . vessels are often sent
out to them for a cargo of timber.

They poseess a~considerable proportion of
the houges inJFreetown, which are principally
huilt of stone, wood, and shingles, and con-
sist gdnorally of a hall, two bed rooms, and a |
piazza supported by stone pillars, the hall and
bed rooms are raised about five feet from the
ground on stonework of which the walls also of
the housesarebuilt, The under part of the housa
is rused as a store voom or cellar. There arc
other ljouses of wood built on stonefoundations,
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The merclfints’ houses ave huilt upon & mucly
larger scale. "

In congequenco of very high vents heing
given for lodgings for the ofticers” and other
persons in the public service, whilst e fub-
lic buildings were in the course of construg-
tion, the Maroon mechaniés, who reaped large
profits, were induced (o build some Dbetior
houses than have been mentioned ; many
of which however have never been finished,
owing to the fuilure of means, and the impossis
bility of leliing thom, the publie expenditure
not long after the comumenceement of the spocu-
lation having heen greatly curlailed and the
public servants accommodated in governmont
butldings. Tlouses ol a good deseription are
consequently now scey in various parts of the
town uninhabited, or unfinished, and falling
todecay, Tho seitlers inhahit theacasiorn part
of the town, designuted Bettlers FTowns Theso
people are inforior to 1he Maroons in respec-
tability, hut have Dheen longer in'the edlony.
Their houses in genecal are not so good, they
are not 8o industrious, are addicted to drinking,
and most of them are of indifferent principles ;
they have deereased, while the Maroons have
encreased i number latterly.  There has al-
ways existed o hostile feeling and jonlousy
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between thése people and the Mardons, but
which 1s now slowly subsiding ; thore are how-
evar o féw gxceptions among them, who are
deserving to be classed among the most re-

spectable coloufted inhabitants of the colony.
Divine service was, formerly performed over
the jail, and was well attended by the blacks,
but lately in the unfinished new church in the
centre of the town, where but few of either
LEuropeans or blacks attend. The latter have
erected several places of worship of their own.
The Maroons deserve credit for the neat
little chapel they hdve erected by subscription
among themselves, They had formerly a Me-
thodist preacher, whom they procured from
England, but like most other Europeans he did
not survive long, There-is also a respectable
Wesleyan chapel in Settler Town, which is well
attended, and® many other private places of
worship for digsenters arc in different parts of
the town, which are supported by contributions
from congregatmm consisting principally of
liberated Africans and discharged soldiers: very
few of these can coven read, and many of the
former hardly understand English; and per-
haps the preacher, who may be a discharged
soldier, or a liberated African himself scarcely
knows Ins lciters, yet they join heartily in
0

%
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singing psalms, which constitutes the prineipal
part offtheir scrvice. Theso latter places arc
opened at day light foraboul et haur, and inathe
evening from six Ll eight o'elock: th_c chanling
may be heard i a considerable distance, and
their discordant voices aye not alittle annoying
to the Buropeans, who happen to veside in the
immediate neighbourhood,  On the Lord’s day
iho shops are closed and the sabbath is other-

wige religiously observed by the coloured po-,
pulation.

Many persons helonging 1o the surrounding
tribes have taken up their lempornry residence
in ibe colomy, and the Mahomotan religion,
which many of them profess, allowing a man
to have several wives, is in that respect mak-
ing much progress, ‘With the exeeption of the
most respeciable’ of thu Muroons and Novy
Beotiang, the nntive inlinhitantk have not ad-
vancod much in Luropean eivifization, not ho-
ing 50 refined in this respeet as a Jomostic
slavo in the West Indies 3 hut they arc fond of
dress, and newly liberated Africans soon fol-
Jow their example to the oxtent of their
means. The Maroons still retain a dialect
peculiar to them in Jamaica.,  Some of
the Maroon lads, by being employed in the
Burapean’s shops, improve themiselves much,
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par ucul'u‘ly in their wntmg +They occasion-
ally gwe pariies, at which there are young
lgdics Who figure away in a country dance,
Cf}plcd frmn the Buropeans, some of whom
give o ball and supper, but io which none
of the males of colpur are invited except one
individual, a merchant, who is often a guest
al the dinner table of the Europeans, In Sir
Charles Mac Carthy’s time the coloured people
who by their good conduet hecame deserying
of his nolice, were received at his table, and
marriage among them was much encouraged.
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Tyeatment of the Uborated Africans-—Commercial
Pursuits—Villages of liberated Africans—Mission-
ary Schoals—Superiority of the Native Children—
Mountains— Vallies—Agriculture—Soil — Produce
—Coffee—Ginger~Rearing of Cattlo—Markets—
Exports—Timber Trade— decoos—Kroomen—Ba-
aana lslands—Isles da Los—Slave Trade—Cap-
tura of the Slaves— Disposition on Shorg——Iever,

Tur liberated Afvicans are now supported
by govornment only for six mouths alter libera~
tion in the colony hy the mixed-commission
courts, ot the rate of two pence por day for
cach adull, and three halipencoe per dgy for
children: a picco of cloth sufliciently large to
wrap round the body, and a blanket, 1s given
to each individual, or one blankel between iwo
children, on landing. The men are not located
until three months after they arc received by the
liberated oflicial department, heing employcdon
light m;m']{ during that time for the' good of the
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public. When I assumed the government, 1
adopted the plan of sending half the newly
arrived Afmcq,n males to clear land and build
huts for themselves, and the remainder was kept
in Treefown and employed in the manner above
stated. Thus they were provided with houses
and provision-grounds when their time of
working for the public had expired, During
the six months they have also issued to them
two shirts and two pair of trowsers each, and
when located, provided with implements of
agriculture and cooking utensils, The govern-

ment provide forsthem as already stated during

six months, at the expiration of which they
are put.on their own resources, and are usually
assisted by their own country people until
they are well able to mpaintain themselves.
Some of the men are occasionally appren-
ticed to the merchants who are engaged in the
timbertradeup the rivers and favaurablerepmts
have been made of them, They will readﬂy hire
thethselves,but they require much looking aftex.
Many of them after having resided some time in
the colony,acquire a small capital, principally by
traffic in Iiuropean articles. None of thesepeople
hire themselves as sailors on board of ships,
nor do they serve as boatmen, owing to their
0 3
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umupamty { bug o few of them posseds canoes,
in which they employ the heighbouring natives,
and trade to the adjacent vivers witl .l'_.ur(:upmm
merchandize, which they mvlmngu for rice,
Lo retail again in Froctown.,  Some of the dis-
chargod soldicrs employ themselves also in this
manner. This is the kind of oceupation which
these people like; and as soon as any of them
acquire some capilal in another line, they
speculate in trafic.  Some of them also saw
boards, and split shingles, wln(,h they sell al
Frectown,

The women get muried, «as8 thoy are not
wllowed to bo taken othorwise by the mon, al-
most immediately aftor being landed, Some
of tho girls and boys are apprenticed to ihe
inlabitants on liberatien, and the rommindon
sont to school in the villages, where they are
supported and cloathed wnfil they e either
nppwnqud ox able Lo provide forethemselvos ;
some of the girls are also disposed of f'mm
tlience in marringe.

1 ordered the boys at school in the villagos
to cultivate a farm al each place, that they
ight support and cloath themselves withowd
cxpense Lo government, by the sale of arvow
rovt, ginger, and rice, of which they had a
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_good qmntbty planted, as wellas other articles
"of food whon I departed for Europe.

Thero? are sgventeen liberated African vil-
lages in tht colony, viz. Regent, Leopold,
Gzlovcestel, ,ad Chatlotte, in the mountains;
Kissey, Welhngton, Allen’s Town, Hastings,
Waterloo, WilberfSrce, Murray, Aberdeen,
"Denham, York, Xent, and two on the Banana,
islands, viz. Dublin and Ricketts, Murray and
Aberdeen were recently formed by me, on the
right bank of the river, sailing inte the harbour;
the former about three miles, the latter four
miles and a half from Freetown, The land is
some of the best in the colony, and they bid
fair to equal, if not surpass, many of the vil-
lages previously settled. The town and coun-
try lots were regularly laid out, houses were
built, and the land was planted, before distri-
bution,

At Regent, Leopold, Kissey, Wellington,.
Hastings, Waterloo, Kent, and York, séme
small*houses of stone and wood, have heen
erecled by the liberated African mechanics,
but principally by the discharged pensioned
native soldiers, who are located at the five
latter places, and a fow of whom, as well as
some of the liberated Africans, are in possocs-
sion of comlortable houses in Frectown,
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They were ,also building al WLI‘hngtun, by
subscription among the discharged soldiers,
and the liberated Africans, a goor sized markgt,
and a chapel of sione, and they wish to have
the privilege of appointing their own preaclier.
At Regent, Leopold, Gluuc:cau,r, and Kissoy,
where there are respectablo churches built by
government, the liberated Africans of these
villages, and of others where missionaries are
stationod, attend divine service regularly and
are neally dressed on Sundays in the Englisl
costiine  for that purpose; at other times,
excopt on particular oceasions, most of them
arg nearly without clothing, The Mission-
ary Society have lately established schools at
'reelown, and al some of the liberated Africnn
villages, for the childven born in the colony,
By ulate regulation entered into with them, the
Jiboratod Afvican children ate allowed to partiei-
pate in the benefits arising fromethesd schools,
They are conducted on the infantine syslom,
which is admirably calenlated for African chil-
dren. The children who are born in the colony
are very much superior in intellect, and in
cvery othor rospeet, to those liberated from
slavery, and may be readily distinguished, al-
though their paronis may be liberated Aficans
dhemselves,  If there wore other sclhools to



SIERRA LRWON I 201

which theshoys could be sent as thow grow up’
for furtler instructior, they 1mght prove very
useful i a colqny so fatal to European life ; but
hitherto none of the liberated Afvicans who have
beeh at schpol,» with the exception of a few em-
ployedas teachors by tho missionaries, on whose
instructiongreal pa?ns haveheenbestowed, have
benefited much by the schools established by
government; but this may have been owing
to the want of good tcachers, and of a proper
system. The schools at Freetown, for hoys
and girls born in the colony, are well attended
by the children of the Maroons, Nova Scotians
and others; the teachers are American blacks,
who camge Lo settle at the American scttlement
called Liberia, 6 deg. north latitude and 11
deg. east longitude; byt:they are not very effi-
cient in their various capacities,

The colony abownds with steep mountains,
separatud with decp ravines, formed by the
rain rushing down the sides of the plempmcs,
whidh, after, collecting in the vallies, finds its
way to the river and to the sea, Bridgeshave
been repeatedly thrown across the ravines,
some af considerable expense, and which were
considered calculated io stand, but they have
all shared the like fate, being soon washed
away, by the great torrents of- water, whigh
frequently bring down large trecs,  The moun-
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“aing, when cleaved of woads, soondose mueh
of the surperficial soil, which i3 washed intoe
the vallics by the heavy 1‘111:1}1,,“111111 Lthus hg-
como nearly destitute, with tho exception of
small doposits of carth, retained-by the irvdgu-
larity of the rocky surfnce.

Tho remainder ¢f the wmny is composed of
declivities,. deep vallics, and plaing, compris-
ing a great quantity of flat rock, Some of the
hills, as well as a large portion of the country
in the vicinity of the old established liberated
Afvican villages, aro well cleardd of the high
woods, while in the vicinity of Ireetown, where
the land helongs to the Marvons and Nova
Scotians, much high wood is still sianding ;
and tho land is but partially cullivated,
The soil, altor having heen in use two or three
years, that which al first was considered the
bost, will hardly ropay theecultivador, in koop-
ing down the grass and weeds which grow up
agaIn almost as soon as they are removod ;
therofore, the same spots are scldom ormever
cultivated afier tho fivst or second yoar, hul
are allowod to remain fallow for a fow yoars,
before they are again put inlo requisition,
when the brush wood, which has sprung up
to a ceriain heipht, is cut down and burnt,
g manures the land, whicl is the onlyaneans
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of doing so,%and rendors it again praduective.
For this Teason, the inhabitants who till the
soil, have¥several, pieces of ground, which they
cullivate alternately, some of which are situ-
ated it a disjanoe of several miles from their
respeclive villages,

The articles raised are yamg, cocoa, casada,
a small quantity of rice and Indian corn,
pine apples, a few sugar canes, pumpkins, me-
luns ochras, and a few greens, The inhabi-
ta,nts do not grow suflicient rice for their own
consumption, dhd a great quantity is imported
for that purpose from the neighbouring coun-
iries. There is an abundance of oranges, and
g few cocga nut trees ; some coffee trees have
also been planted on some of the hills near
Frectown by Europeans; hut of late they
have heent entirely neglected, One of these
places was fimt planted by Governor Maxwell,
and was purchesed from him by the late Sir
(;h,arles Mac Carthy, who built a good house
upon 1t. It lalely belonged to Mr, Kenneth
Macauly, since deceased.
* Some of the coffee trees appeared healthy,
and produced tolerably well. The coftee col-
lected wasg estecmed very excellent, and re-
sombled Mocha coffco inappearance and taste.
In clearjng the woods about Wellington somce
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years ago, a considerablo numbrer of coflea
trees of great height were discovered, and some
of the berries on them being colleet@d atb the
time, proved to be real coflee; bpt the vil-
Ingers, not being aware of the ytitity Of the
trees, cut them down in clearing the woods,

During the period thfi. T administored the
covernment, I gave dircetions for the liberated
Aflricans to plant on their farms a certain num-
ber of coffeo and ginger planis, which lalter
thrives well in some parts of the colony, as
docs olso arvow rooty and T encouraged the
discharged pensioned soldiers in the villages,
who wore cultivators, as far as it was possible,
by supplying them with ginger I'o; planting,
Whether the cultivation of these articles have
been persevered in is doubtful,from the difficulty
which they experienced in disposing of some
smoll quantity which they had reaved, and thd
low price obtained for ginger gnd arrow root
ffom the merchants, who would give only
goods in payment. It was my plan {o firomolce
this kind of cullivation by finding a market in
England, and I hoped for the assistance of the
fricnds of the colony at home, as many of them
had expressed their willinghess to purchase all
the ginger that might be raised by these peo-
ple.
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As a further stimulus to the, colbnist, an
An*rlcultura.l Society wis formed, and a tract
of about ong hundred acres of the best land
was %leargg and planted witu corn, white rice,
ginger, coffee afd yams, It looked well, and
was in a state of great forwardness when I
departed for Fngland; but ¥ is apprehended
that it has, like many other plans commenced
for the improvement of the colony, been neg-
Jected. Even when it was going on prospe-
rously, few of the subscribers ever went to
look at it: so indifferent were they to its suc-
cess, that some of them sold their shares for
half the sum which they had paid for them. No
well-followed up examplesin theserespectshave
cver been offered to the liberated Africans, nor
encouragement given te them. The lands
, which were given to the Maroons and Nova
Scotians on their afrival in this cnlony, with
few exceptmﬂs although situated in fhe im.
mediate vicinity of Freetown, have been ufmly
pa‘rtmfly clearcd of the woods, They state, in
excuse, that the land is too unproductive, but
'in appearance it is equally as good as at the
two villages already mentioned, as having
been formed by me, which is considered as
some of the best in the colony.

~
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The stock, reared in the colong, aro o o,
cows and bullocks, somo pigs, lowls, and
ducks,  The supplies  for thuﬁuu’f‘nny andl
shipping are chieily obtained from the Mandin-
qoes  and  Toulshs, who hring . them nl‘}'um
the interior of the cuntiue})t, and by the neigh-
bouring natives., The market place in Free-
town is a large wnfinished brick building,
crected by government for the purpose, and
the uppor part 18 Inlended for a court house,
It is well supplied with fresh meat, poultry,
rice, vegelables, and fruity bt latier articlos
hy the natives of tho noighbouring shores,
and by tho liberated Afkicans,  Tho mara
ket is held from day lght in the morning (il
four o’clock in the afternoon, cvery day ox-
copl Sunday. A tax which I laid on the ar-
ticles and animals exposed for sale in the map-
kel, was calenlated to producesncarly sovon
hundred pounds w yoar; and in CONSLYUCNCO
of” this rogulaition the markot became much
mote frequented, although at fival it was not
liked by the natives,

1t is astonishing lo see some of the markef
people, who for the want ol voom, or in pre-
ference, sit outside of the building the whole
of. the day without any covering on their heads,
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or perhap® without any cloathing ateall, cxcepf
a piece'of cloihi tied round their bodies, exposed
tp a V(ﬁ‘tigal sun, which almost strikes a Furo-
pean tosthe ground, and would blister his skin
if oxposed to*it only for a short time. The
exports from the qglﬂny are ttimbey, rice, occa-
sionally to the Wast Indjes, palm oil, some
camwood, a small quantity of bees-wax, and
now and then some gold.

The timber is generally teak, which is
oblained at a considerable distance up the
branches of the Sierra Leone river, which are
called Bunce, Rokel, Port Logo, and Mahara
rivers ; these are intersected by numerous
creeks, on the banks of which the timber 1s
{clled and squared by the natives themselves,
and with cork wood flaated by them to the fac-
tories cstablished by the Kuropean merchants
on these stfeams, Where it is purchased with
goods and shipped for England. .

In consequence of ithe timber of these pTaces
becoming scarce, and likely to be shortly ex-
hausted altogether, the morchants have also
cslablished factories at the rivers Furicaria and
Scarces, from thirty to forty miles to the north-
ward of Sierra Leone. The entrances into
ihese rivers were dangerous, but their mouths
having been surveyed lately, ships now goein

il
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and Joad Geitly greater facility.  Tue present
great demand for the timbor arises in conso
quence of a contract by some prrsons th Tnge
land 1o supply government with & corlain
number of loads of it, by & given poripd for alnlr
huilding.  The palm oil and; camwood are ob-
tained from the nmghbﬂur ing rivers, and the
wox and gold brought by some of thoe inland
natives, with whom at one time o hope was
entertained that a considerable trade might be
established, asthey came oftencr to the colony
with their merchandizo owing {4 considerable
presents having been madedo their ehicely by
the government; this not being continued of
late, and the Rio Pongns and Rio Nynez he-
ing much nearer to them, where they can
dispose of slaves, they genorally go there, and
visit Sicrra Leone only, whon induced through
intorest made with them “by the merchants,
Another civeumstance which opcrates against
their intercourse with the colony ig, tho ox-
pence which they incur for canoecs to convey
them and their merchandize from the places
where they are obliged Lo proceed Dy wator to
the colony, which are distant from forty to
one hundred miles up the rivers. Tovses are
obtained from Senegal and the Gambia, but
they might be reared in the colony., A gig

=
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can be drivgd from Freetown througd the vil-
“lage of, Rissey Lo Wellington, and the road is
nearly lewel tho whole way, and those who keep
héses and *vehicles ride out in the mornings
but generully ip the evenings during the dry
season of the year round Furrah Bay, ahout a
mile from the town.™ All the other roads are
steep and rocky, and are therefore with diffi-
culty traversed with horses.
The roads are repaired once a year, shortly
*after the rains, by the liberated Africans in
ihe villages, ' Unless some method should be
devised to give employment to the greatly
increasing population caused by the emancipa-
tion of slaves, who are almost daily arriving,
now that The public expenditure has declined
comparatively to nothing, it is probable the
liborated Africans will reitpse from their pre-
*sent state of givilizatjon into their former habits
and customs. Jhere was evidently such a ten-
deney when I quitted the colony. .
Thediberated Afvicans of the Pacongo nation,
with the exceplion of a very few of them, will
pol remain in the villages, but secret them-
sclves in the woods, whence they occasionally
cmorge for pluhder., Thesc are cannibals; and
onc of them was taken not very long since with
o human hand in his wallet, and cven some of
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the discharged soldiers have a peopensity Lo
seclude themyelves in 4ho bushoes, whove they
build huts,  The most mtelligent araong the
liberated Africans are the Aceoos, who are of
a warlike tribe: they have already given some
trouble, and as thoy are ipnereasing considera-
bly in numbey, it js not improbable thoy may,
al no distant period, eause much alarm, It 13
howevergencrally considered thatl the Maroons,
Nova Scotians, and soldier pensioners, with
the other liberated Africans, are o soilicient
cheek upon thom, as well as wpon each other,
for the peace of the colony, which must in
time he inhabited by one people only, namely,
thoir descendants, i

A great number of men and women from
the neighbouring copntrics Luke up their res
gidence in the suburhs  of the town, tho
greater part of them without petmission from
the proper authorities.  Some »f these are eri-
minals, who have fled from the justice of theiy
own comnlry, and who furnish & had example
to the liberated peopic hy the ovil pructices
which they introduce with them,  Some
of them, after a short residence in the co-
lonics, instignted & war in the neighbour-
hood, and nearly involved the colony in i,
The merchants were much interrepted by it in
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ther tlmhﬁr and other trade. Thele persons
danees and sing in their couniry fashion, Tho
Maroon¥ born in the colony dance to the gum-
hia ( drum) to which they sing and keep time
by Glappmg‘ their hands together. This cus-
tom was 1111:1‘0(11100* by the original Maroons
from Jamaica. Those who ae still in existence
speak of their former residence with fond re-
membrances and sigh to return to it. There
are a number of Kroomen generally al Sierra
Leone. Thgy come from about Cape Palmag
to seck employment in the colony and oft board
tho ships of war and merchant vessels, They
are industirious, and being active and strong,
are always employed in preference to the other
natives. Thoy inhabit a small nest of huts near
Freetown.

As soon as a Krooman has laid by as much
money as herthinks ®will enable him to appear
in his own counitry as a person of consequenee,
he purchases goods, which he takes with
him héme, and after his wealth has been ex-
hausied, he returns to seek for more, Num-
bers of them cnter the Navy for a period of
three years. Fach vessel is allowed to take a
number proporiioned to her rating, and they
receive about the same pay as the white sed-

men, and also share in prize money. They have®
2 )
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heen of hinits use in preserving the lives of
our sailors hy going generally in the bc&us n
their stead, |
The Banana islands, ﬂupﬁndcncxw “0f Sierr
Leong, about thirty miles 1o the’ ‘sonthward’ andd
westward of frectown, apl two miles across
from the village of Kent, arce very beautiful and

the soil is excellent. The land has been mostly

laid out by the survoyor in town and country
lots, and cach person inhabiting the islands
posscsses one of cach, and in CoNSLqUEnCo of
the country lots being properly eultivated, the
islands look cxccedingly fihe, just about the
close of the vainy season, when the erops are
nearly rveady to reap, Mr, Camphell, who
had been upwards of fourtcen years in thoe co-
lony, part of which thme had been spent in the
navy and on board the Colonial vessel, which
captured many slaves, ahd wad sent to the
Bonangs, had o plantation of“colice, ginger,

~and other things in which ho took a great doal

of interest. 'T'o his oxertions this prosperous
siate of the islands must be ativibuted,  Thore
is o very good house upon one of thom whick
was commenced by Sir Charlgs Mae Carthy
and subsequently comploted by me,

The Bananas are decidedly the most hoalthy

™ ' ' LI b *
ol~atur pusscssions in Afviea, and i the capital
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| n[‘ Sierra LRone, which was chosen Frincipally
{or the Rarbour, it beifg a very good one, had
bheen foned atethe place, now ocev pmd by the
wlhgc of Ricketts, where there is an excel-
lr.mt anchomgelor ships of any class, and it is
evidont by the googd state of health which the
Europeans have enjoycd thare, that many va-
‘lnable lives might have been saved. There
are other dependencies of Sierra Leone called

the Isles de Loss, where good barracks and
other buildings were crected at a very great
oxpence, but which are now falling to decay,

the place having ‘been abandoned; there are

some pensioned soldiers, who have been settled
on the Jnost fertilec of the islands still re.

maining there., Two of these islands, viz.

Tamara. and Iactory, are said to be tolerably

_healthy, but arc by no means ¢omparable in

“that rospeet o the Bananas,  On the other is-
land, designated Crawford’s, which ds *very
small and exceedingly rocky, the barracks
were built, and it proved fatal to many of the
Luropean ‘troops, recruits of the African colo-

pial corps, whom Major-General Turner had
brought from England with him, and were sent
there on aceount of its heing considered more
healthy than Sierra Leone,

Those, islands were taken passessmn of o 1¢F
Y r3
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prevent the Americans forming a%cettlement
there, as wis reported Lo have heen their inten-
tion, J they had cffectod this purfose, i
would have interfored materially with ihe trade
of Sierra Teone,  "Mwo Buropewens teaders Ktill
have factorick on theso islagals, and u considcr-
able merchant, whe is o Muaroon, has formed

o sottlement on an island ealled Matiercong, |
aboul thirty miles from Sierra Leone, which he

is cnltivating, the soil heing superior to that of

the colony. m

When liberated Africans weie fiest loested
at Sierra Leone, 1 o systom like the foilow-
ing had been adopted and pursued, 1L is
probable that they would now have, been at-
tached to the soil, and hetter able to pro-
vide for themselves aad children ; viz, Scleoet
the best land, and make all the males capa-
ble of labour work in a Mody in sclearing and
planting articles for their owpe ase, hesides
coffeco and other cxportable produce; this
being accomplished, apportion the lahd out
to thoem, building a house on ocach farm,
which they should be compelled to keop i
order, on penalty of forfeiting Lheir seitlemont,
At present, except those who are tied Lo the
villages by possessing good houses In then,

*the liberated Afvicans move from place (o place
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as thew fadey leads them, and,as ho regularr\'
allotment untjl laicly "had been given to them,

i;!lmy sit down as they call it wherever they

like, ]'.d‘.ogs of perfect liberty have oo soon

bech givep te these people considering their

ufter ignm‘ancq. q@.{' one of them were now

asked why he does not repgir his house, clean

'his farm, mend his fence, or put on better

clothes, he replies, ““ that king no give him

work this {ime, and that he can do no more

than burn bush and plant little cassada for

yam” (1o eat.)"”

The irade in slaves is carried to a greater

cxtent than formerly, in the neighbouring ri-

vers ; thg vessels that frequent them carry for

this purpose Spanish dollars and” doubloons,

which subsequently find their way to Sierra

Lcone for goods., Many of the liberated Afri-

.cans have been cntived from tho colony, and

others kidnapped by the vagabonds,akepdy

mentioned who reside in the suburbs of Free-

town ! thoy are resold as slaves ; some of them

after o few months have been recaptured in

slave vessels, and brought hack to the colony
to he liberated. The numerous creeks in the
immediate vidinity of Sicrra Leone, which
communicale with the rivers, afford great
facility , for- carrying them off. T bad,an
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111*11)0011!111 of athe liborated African pppreng
tices shortly after T assumed the governfinent,
hut there were nol so many twfa{.q;.runtml fpe
as was anlicipated. x .

It appears to he the intentfon wf FOVOIfL-
ment to remove the mixed gommissioned eourd,
to Fernandez Po, fud to fill up tho nocessary
establishment of the government at Sicrre”
Leone with coloured people, whom it would bo
necessary to procure from loreign parls, s
thore ave few people of colour competont to fill
any important government office; and should
tho colony be ahandoned by goverument, the
slave trade will immediately rovive: it 18 al
present carried on scerclly by some of the
unprincipled black population, bul in genoral
the trade is abhorred lxy them,

"These are no doubt wise measures, inasmuch
us the miscry of the poor Slaves eBusequent one
Lhmr*‘my&ge up, if takon to any distonco to
leeward, is very much aggravated, Somaunms
the vessels eaptured in the hight of Bonin and
Biafra, where or noar to which by fur the
greater portion of the slaves are taken, arc
six weeks, and ofien longer, .on t]lf.il‘ pas-
sage, on account of an casierly current; bul
on the approach of the poriodical rains, the

‘bassage is made in much less tinle, from tho
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wuu.ls 111(!1111111@;‘ {a the nmth cast. Wessels gc} |
mg up to Sierra Leoite from these places are,
Jj» conScqyenge of a'strong current which runs
lo_ the. & tastward, compelled to go sometimes
two degrms sbuthwatd of the line, (which is
at times atd.endedtmth greal difficulty,) in order
(o get the nor th cast wind, before which they
hear away for Sierra Leone with flowing sails,
T'he winds on the coast are about south-west.
Numerous deaths pccur among the slaves on
their passgge, from its tedious length; and
sometimes they arc much straightened for pro-
visions and water. The slave vessels have
been known to be from two months to eleven
weeks gn their passage up the coast. The
male slaves ave generally secured by the slave
traders with irons between decks, but the wo-
men arc scldom conflned, and arc kept in a
separate part of th® ship, and small parties are
allowed to c@me upon deck in rotatiom « ,
The Portuguese and Spaniards impress on
the minds of the slaves that the English are
anxious to destroy them; in consequence of
which the poor ercatures are just after capture
much dejected ; but as they are generally im-
mediately roleased from their confinement
and cvery possible attention paid lo them,
they spon become cheerful, and althougly te-
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fally unaceuainted with one dnutlml‘a lan-
puage, shortly become familinrised bv #ipny
or motions, and when anchored LN l*m,t,uwn
harbour, awaiting their adl)udlmum‘"' 'Llu,u
countrymen located in the colony vigt Lh-:,?n,
and {rom being 'mqufuntul, Wth Lheir  ape
proaching delivery, they indulge'in merrimont
and pleasure. Shouwld there he any discasc
among the slaves on board the ships, they arc
landed as soon ag the necessary lepal forms ave
2ON0 thl‘oug,h. Many of these poor ereatures
arrive in such a dcp]m"thlc stato from wand and
disoase, that it i difficult to preserve theiy
lives,

It is really shocking to humanity (o ~co a
cargo of children arrive sometimoes more ske-
letons, 1 o complete stgte of exhnustion, The
small pox and measles often break out on bourd
the slave vessels, as welleag thesapthalmia.,
Slavesang purchased from the pativel on
average [or about {four pounds cach, and are
paid {or in gunpowder, arms, tohaceo, wpdent
gpirits, &e. Those takon in the latitude of
Sierra Leone, might reach Fernandez Po in
fifteen or Lwenty days.

The last dreadful epidemic fever, in 1829,
was cvidenily brought 1o Sierra Leone, ay
wallappear by the [ollowing accounl. About
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the 1st wf May, 1829, a new Wlescriptior®
of _f-:wt!r broke out among the inhabitants of
IPrectomvn, and the shipping lying in the har-
'I’mu*.:','f’fcvious to which, the only casualty
th hadXor gome time occurred amongst the
Buropeans 'was &he death of a young wri-
tor in the EG‘EI‘Gt&"Fy’ﬁ offige, who died of =
first attack of the fover colmon to this part of
Africa, The casualties among the coloured
people located in Freetown were very limited,
and chieﬂy. confined {o thosc well advanced in
yoars. The ‘crews of the merchant vessels vi-
siting the colonyefor timber, were, (excepting
one or two that wore nol properly attended to,)
up fo thys period healthy, but from this time to
Scplember, the oldest European residents, in-
cluding Mr, Kenneth Macauley, who had been
nearly twenty years®in the colony, and Mr,
Reffell, whe had heen above fourteen, and many
native sctilews in Freetown, fell vietirgs do_this
discagse, which was rapidly destroying the
crew® of the shipping. Of twenty Kroomen
landed from his majosty’s ship Eden, eight
dicd of this disease; and these people, the
most hardy on the coast, died on an average of
one o day, sthee this fever appeared, alghough
previously healthy,

The fevor which carricd off so many of, tho
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.Eumpcan ’110<qu on the Gold Cogst in
1824, was in all probability similar 10 dhjs.
This disease was, with a vory few excehliony,
among the merchont seamen, unk;Mn a%
Sierra. Leono since the year 1823,¢#when 1t
broke out on howrd ihe Carelify,  femerchant
ship from the Mcdllﬂraneau, and spread from
her, over the harbour and among tho inhabi-
tants to a limiled distance from thence into
Prectown,

'I'ho liberated Africans, some of whom were
landed sickly, and located at thé now settle-
menis a short distance to the westward of the
town, as well ag those who resided at Kigscy and
other villages up the river, and at the moun-
tain settlements, with the European managers
and missionarics, all «njoyed good henlth,
The natives upon the Bullom shore, (o the
north-oast of Sierre Leoney"were aksoisfated Lo
be perdestly hoalthy, o

The Europoan deserters and discharged mon
(rom tho royal African corps, who were alldbwed
to proceed home in merchant vesscls, noarly
all returned to the shore afllicted with this ma-
lady and died ; whilst the troops in garrison at
the ne® harracks on Tower Iill, mcludulg one
hundred and Lwenty Buropeans, remained quite
wolly with the excepiion of a fow who had

-~
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gono onoard of some of the ycssds, and wolb®
takgn’ ill with the same fever, and died; as
d1d, Iueutenant Patterson of the African corps,
'ilndmnommlssma,t officer, who had not long
l‘wegﬁﬁtz}m’ England.
" This febgr garried off persons who were at-
tacked by 11;, in a mucly less time than the
usual fever, which type the former gradually
subsided into, as the rainy season advanced.
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