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SPEECHES BY 

LORD HARDINGE OF PENSHURST 

H.-SPEECHES MADE IN INDIA. 

1914.16. 

SPEECHES IN AUTUMN SESSION OF IMPERIAL LEGISLA. 
TIVE ()UONCIL HELD IN SIMLA) SEPTEMBER 1914. 

KINO.EMJ·x:noR'S MFlSSAGD. IMMIGMTION QUESTION. INDIA'S 

CONTHIBUTION TO THE WAR. 

[The Autumn SessIOn of the Impel'ial J,cglslatlve Council wall 8th 8ep&. 
held for the first tune in the new (Jouncll C'hnmber at ~hmla. recently 1914. 
built QS an Annexe to the VlCeregni J,ooge. There was Q large 
attendance ot mcmbprs aud. also of the general Illlbhc. Ills Excel· 
lency the Viceroy III openmg the Session spoke 8S followa:-] 

I gladly and warmly welcome Hon'ble }lambere of 
roy. Legisla!ive Council to the new Council Chamber, and 
trust that tlley will find it murh mol'p <'omfol'tabl9 and 
convenient than the arrangements hitherto made for meet-
ings of Council in Simla. _ 

Since we met last in Delhi we have to deplore the 1088 

of one of our M~mbel'B in .the death of Rai Bal)adur the 
Bon'bl~ Mr. Sri Ram. A member of a well-known 
fanrily, Mr. Sri Ram as a public servant rendere<l great 
aervioos to his country and the Government of .India. 
After being for some time a MembE"r of tht' lAgislative 
Oouncll of the United ProvinCt's, he was twice a Mlwber 
of thill Oouncil> and received in 1906 the C.LE. as a mark 
ef appreciation by Government of his servires. His 
activlties extended to various educational, charitabl~, and 

. f(lli,ioUli works, and his loss will be as deeply regretted 

• 
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by his province as it is by this Council. I am !iure that I 
may be permitted to say that this Council sympathises 
deeply with his family in their sad bereavement. 

Before we pass to the ordinary business of Council, I 
will ask Hon'ble Members to stand up while I read to 
Council a gracious message addressed to the PI'inc'll! and 
Peoples of India by His Majesty the King-Emperor. 

" During the past few weeks the peoples of my whole 
Empire at home and overseas have moved with one mind 
and purpose to confront and overthrow an unparallehd 
assault upon the rontinuity, civilisation 'nd peace of 
mankind. 

The calamitous conflict is not of my speking. My 
voice has been C3st throughout on the side of peace. My 
Ministers earnestly strove to allay the cauapa of strife 
and to appease differenres witb which my Empire was 
not concerned. Had I stood aside when, in defiance of 
pledges to which my Kingdom was a party, thp soil of 
Belgium was violated and her rHies laid desolate, when 
the very life of the French nation was threatened with 
extinction, I should have sacrificed my honour and given 
to destruction the liberties of my Empire and of mankind. 
I rejoire that every part of the Empire is with me in tbis 
decision. 

Paramount regard for treaty, faith and pledged word 
of Rulers and peoples is the ('ommon heritage of England 
and India. 

A.mongst the many incidents that have marked the 
unanimous uprising of the populations of my Empire in 
defence of its unity and integrity, nothing has moved me 
more than ilie passionate devotion to my Throne expressed 
both by my Indian and English subjects and by Feuda­
tory Prinoes and Ruling Ohiefs of India and their pro­
digioUiI ofen of their lives and tlieir l'eSO\U'(l('S in the 
04N~ of the realm. Their o~-vQil'ed demand to be fC)J'Oo:o 
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most in conflict has touched my heart and hal inapired. 
to highest issues the love and devotion which, aa I 11'811 
know, have ever linked my Indian subjects and myself. 
I rec~l to mind India's gracious message to the Britisll 
nation of good-will and fellowship whioh greeted my 
return in February 1912 after the solemn ceremony of my 
Coronation Durbar at Delhi, and I find in this hour of 
trial a full harvest and a noble fulfilment of the assurance 
given by you that the destinies of Great Britain and India 
are indissolubly linked." 

I think that I am voicing the views of my Council 
• and of the whol~ of Indi!L when I say that we are pro­
foundly grateful to His Majesty for his gracious and 
stirring message, and that we can only assure His Majesty 
of aur unflinching loyalty and devotion in this time of 
crisis and emergency. 

I propose now to add a few words oxplaining in greater 
detail the situation described by His Majesty in the first 
few sentences of his message. 

It is now five weeks ago that the British Empire W8S 

plunged into war with the two great military nations, 
Germany ond Austria. As has been said by His Majlesty 
the war WIlS none of our sooking, but it has been thrust OD 
us in what one can only describe as a wicked and lVantOQ 
manner. Although we all deeply deplored the horrible 
assassination at Serajevo of the Austrian heir to the throne 
and his consort, we cannol but feel regret that this wa. 
made the pretext for a eonftict in which it was well knowD 
tbat theI1e "as ew.lry probability that most of the great 
Powers of Europe would be involved. It was not, ho .... 
ever, until Germany, with a ('allous di.regard for inter. 
national obligation!!! to which shoe hel'8elf was a party. 
refused to respect tlie -neutrality of Belgium guarnnteM 
i. the Treaties of 18.'U and 1839 by Austria, RUi!l8ia. 
Great Britain and "Prul!l8ia, tbat the intervention of Grant 

,2 
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Britain became in-s'Vitable. It is hardly necessary for me 
to describe steps taken by the King-Emperor to ensure 
peace, and the patient, genuine and whole-hearted effor\s 
of that great statesman, Sir Edwald Grc·y. to induce 
Germany to take a reasonable attitude, nor nf'Pd. I fplate 
in d~tail what Mr. Asquith has dpRcribl'd as the infamon.~ 
proposals of Germany to buy our neutrality whilt' giving 
her a free hand to destroy thp ind'l'pl'ndenre- of Bf:'lgiulll 
Qnd the integrity of France and her possPl'tsion'l, All 
these details have been givrn by Sir E. Ore,v und 
Yr. Asquith in the RousE' of Common!'! on tIle 3rd :lTld 4th 
August. 

It suffices for me to ilay hert' that Great Britain haying 
mth other great Powers guaranteed the nelltrahty of 
Belgium, tht' vital intere~t8 of Rngland being ('oncerned 
in the independence and integrity of that State, it waR 
ber duty to kepp her word and to maintain that nl'utrality 
with all the foroes and resoUl'ct's at her disposal. It was 
in aocordanoe with this stern ~e-nse of duty and with tht> 
conviction that her cause was just and righteous tllnt 
Great Britain, in her accustomed role of protertor of the 
smaller independent States, took up the sword to main­
tain the independence and integrity of Belgium and 
declared war on Germany . WE' have only to r",ftll' to the 
words of the German Chancellor in the Reichstag when 
he admitted that Germany had done a grievous wrong to 
Belgium to find morE' than ample justification for the 
action of our statesmen. The exeuse then ginn that 
France meditated an attack on Germany through Bl"lgium 
is one that can decf'ive no one, for it iR notorioll}! that 
France, who desireR p(iQ('e as mu('h as we do, llad nlrettdy 
promisl"d to resped the neutrality of Belgium. No Gov­
(>rnm~nt and no people in Europe had leaR desire f(lr war 
than the Frenen, but their engagements by treaty and of 
honour compelled them to recognise their ohligatiOtl to 
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Russia. It is common knowledge that Germany for the 
last ten 01' fifteen years has been carefully planning and 
prepa.ring for a campaign of aggression and self-aggran­
disemllllt, and in spite of all the denials of the German 
Government of any hostile intentiom. those, who, like my­
self, have been ellg'agcd in watching over the foreign in­
terests of Great Britain during' the pUbt. f.=ow years, correctly 
gauged the intt'ntions of UerlllallY to force war upon Eng­
land, France and Russia as soon as she was ready for it 
and at the most favourable moment. We are now face 
to face with <l possibly long and exhausting war, which, 
however just and righteous on our side, must be a terrible 
ordeal through which we should pass with firm confidence 
in the justice of our l'ause, and with strong determination 
to spale no pffort to bring it to a successful condusion. 
When this result has been achieved, as I have no doubt 
it will, let us not boast, but. thank Him who has given 
us the victory. War is a t.errible and horrible thing, 
hut there is a WOlse thing than war, and Olat is national 
dis]lOnour and failure of a nation to keep its engagements. 
'fhis we have been happily spared by t.he firm and straight­
forward attitude of our statesmen in England. In this 
great crisis it. has heen a source of profound satisfaction 
to me that the att.itude of the British Government has 
been so thoroughly appreciatpd in India and has met with 
such warm support. I have no hesitation in saying that 
the valuable offers of m.iJitary assistanoe that I have 
received from the Ruling Chiefs of IndIa, and the count­
less offers of percmnal service and of material help made 
to me by both rit'h and poor in the provinces of British 
India, have touched me deE-ply, al1d have given me onp 
more proof, which I never needed, of what I have long 
known, and never for an instant doubted, viz., the deep 
loyalty and attachment of the Indian people to the King­
Emperor and the 'rhrone, and their readiness to make 
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a.y 'Sacrifice on their part to further and strengthen 
the interests of the Empire. The fact that the Govern­
ment of India are in a position to help the mother-country 
by the despatch of such a large proportion of our armed 
forces is a supreme mark of my absolute confidence in the 
fidelity of our troops and in the loyalty of the Indian 
people. I trust that this may be fully recognised in Eng­
land and abroad. 

That, owing to the war, sacrifices will have to be made 
is inevitable, and that Buffering will be entailed is un­
happily certain, but I am confident that the people of 
India, standing shoulder to shouldeI', will shrink frO'll 
no sacrifice, and will loyally co-operate with (l-ovemment 
in maintaining internal order and in doing all in their 
power to secure the triumph of the arms of our King­
Emperor. The countless meetings to express loyalty held 
throughout India and the warm response of the people 
to my appeal for funds for the relief of distress in India 
during the war haV'e filled me with satisfaction, and have 
confirmed my first impression that in this war the Govern­
ment would be supported by the determination, ('ourage 
and endurance of the whole country. 

It was moreover with confidence and pride thnt I was 
able to offer to Ris Majesty the finest and largest military 
force of British and Indian troops for service in Europe 
that has ever left the shores of India. I am confident 
that the honour of this land and of the British Empire 
may be safely entrusted to our brave soldiers, and that 
they will acquit themselves nobly and ever maintllin their 
high traditions of military chivalry and courage. To 
the people of India I would Bay at this time-I< Let us 
display to the world an attitude of unity, of self-sacrifice 
and of unswerving confidence under all circumstances in 
the justice of our cause and in the assurance that God will 
d.!feDd the right." 
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I would now like to say a few words upon another 
question which has seriously occupied the attention of the 
Government of India during the past 12 months-a sub­
ject to tvhich we atta(>h the very highest importance. I 
allude to the question of migration from one part of our 
Empire to another. 

Before dealing with this question I would like to remind 
you thnt, iu a speech which I addressed to you in Council 
on the 24th March last, I infUl'med you of un announce­
ment made in ,the Union House of Assembly at Cape 'l'own 
that the Government of the Union would introduce in the 
following setision legislatioll based on the report of the 
Commission which had bc£'n tiitting to f'uquire into the 
grievances of Indians in South Africa. As all of you are 
aware, the proposed Indian Helie! Bill has siuce become 
law, aud I think that We mlly regard the passing of the 
Bill by both Routies of the Uniou Parliament with grate­
ful sati&faction. 1£ the new law dof'S not satitify every 
Indian uspiration, it certainly removes the princi}p\l 
grievances from which India1l8 had for many years boon 
suffering. Thtl solution of this vt'ry difficult problem is 
a matter upon which we may legitimutely congratulate 
the Government of Gel' --Ill Botha, and I would like to 
say in particular that the bald and generous statesmanship 
which inspired General Smuts and the skill with which 
he piloted the Bill through the South African Legislature 
have earned our Warm admiratron. 

I will now revert to the general question which is one 
of far-reaching importance. It cannot be desH with 
satisfactorily from merely a local standpoint. It is 8 

question for which, in my opinion, a practical solution 
may be found; but H is essential that such a solution 
should be based on a reasonable apprehension of the re­
£).uirements of other \,r--Bl'ts of the Empire. At the outset 
of the discussion of the problem \Vhich has arisen, We are 
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faced with this dl:fficulty. It is being commonly asserted 
-whether on historical, legal or constituti*-l grounds­
tha.t the full rights of citizenship of the British Empire 
include the right to settle in any part of that Empire, 

, irrespective of the existence of local legiblation barring 
or limiting access to the Dominion to which access is 
Bought. 

But it lllllst not be forgotten that to such a doctrine a 
political impediment exists of an almost insu}lel'uble 
"haracter. Our Empire is largely composed of self­
governing units. 1'he Dominions have been given their 
own legiblatures by the Imperial Government in ordrI 
that they may regulate the management of their internaJ 
affairs as rutty I:wem best tp them. It is beyond question 
that the control of immigration is primarily an internal 
question, for each self-governing unit must know best 
from what materials it desires to provide its future 
citizens. Thus, indeed, it must clearly be seen that the 
right of free movement within the Empire is conditional 
on the exercise by the local legislatures of their undoubted 
pow;rs, just as it il; lestIided even more rigoHTubly by the 
physical characteristics of certain parts of the Empire. 
The principle of free migration between aU parts of the 
Empire may have attraetions and mauy advantage!>; it 
is indeed the plin('iple for whieh the Govelluuent of India 
have long and consistently contended. But I have shown 
that to reduce this principle to praeti('e ,\\-ould involve the 
most seriouB difficulties, and the courElC of events 11as made 
it more and more clear that there is no hop£' of its adop­
tion. On the other hand, when we review the whole 
situation and the policy that we have consistently followed 
{or many years past, I fear that the obvious conrlusion 
at which we must arrive is that the result of this attitude 
has been to force the Colonies to undtitake more and more 
dr~stic legislation, and thus to produce the present situa· 



Speeches by H. E. Lord Harding6 oj Pen8hu"at. \) 

Bpeoches i7l Autumn Henion of Imp/Jruu Legialalive OoultCiI 
held in Blmla, Bl1ptilmber 1914. 

tion in Canada which has brought the problem to an acute 
stage. This being so, it seems to me that the time has 
come when we must change our course and we have to 
consider whether, if we cannot get all we wanted. some 
alternat1ve is not {easihle to relieve at least the present 
situatIOn which already is unsatisfactory from the point of 
view both of Indian and Colonial interests, and may in 
the future lead to berious trouble. I think that such an 
alternative can be found, and I shall indicate presently 
what it is. 

I desire first to try to correct any misapprehension that 
may exist in this country legal'dlllg the attitude of the 
Oovemments of the Domilllolls to~ardl:! IndJa1l8 as a 
whole, and towards the posItion of the Government of 
IndIa, in this difhcult matter. It is often otated that the 
Colomal Governments, in formulating their measures 
for exclusion, are actuated hy feelings of animosity 
towards Indians, and that they would not apply to resi­
dents of the United Kingdom any of the restuchOll3 they 
freely impobe on reSIdents of thIS country. I do not 
think that such a statement is quite lau·. '1'0 be impartial 
it must be admitted that the Colonies natUlally plaee 
..tbove all other conSIderations the intelests of their own 
country, as they understand them, just as we in India 
should put the good of India in the hont of our motives 
for legislation. But time after time the Colonial Govern­
ments have given evidencb, whethet during the dis('ussiona 
in their Legisillotive Assemblies or in their attempts to 
negotiate with the GoVt'rnment of India, that they are 
by no means unmindful of the possible effe<·ts of their 
action on the government and people in this country; and 
I think I may say with justice that they are quite willing 
to consider India's requirements once they are satisfied 
that the interests of their own country have been ade­
qUlltely secured. 
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'l'hen, as to the right of residents of the United King­
dom to enOOr the Colonies without restriction, I can assure 
you that the Colonial Governments, both in theory and 
in practice, maintain their full right to reject such 
immigrants, and use this right without J:estriction as 
they may think their loral conditions require. So much 
is this the ease that the fl'eedom with which Vanada 
excludes labourers of inferior physiquE' while encouraging 
by every possible means the emlg'l'ation of the fit has 
hen desenbed as constituting a serious drain on the 
United Kingdom. I would also remind this Council 
how, bOlne years ago, three English hatters were turned 
buek !rom Australia on the ground that the local labour 
nmrket for hutters was overstocked. At the present 
moment an Ordinanee is in force in Cnnada which forbids 
anylauourer, whether from the Uniteu Kingdom 01' else­
where, landing in that country. Recently the Govern­
lIlent of South Africa actually removed by force from their 
territories certain English labourers whose presence was 
felt to be undesirable. 

In the face of buch incidents, it is out of platle to assel·t 
that the policy of exclusion is directed against Indians 
alone, and that there is therefore an Indian grievance 
against the Colonies. I should like to add that I have 
seen a statement recently made by the Ron'bIe Mr. Roche, 
Canadian Minister of the InterIOr, which I beli'Cve to be 
substantially correct, to the effect that, during the past 
ten years previous to the arrival at Vancouver of the 
Knmagdta Maru, 917 English people had been rejected 
at Canadian ocean ports as compared with 376 Indians. 

I will now touch lightly on the inrident of the 
Komagata M aru. The despatch of this vessel from 
Shanghai to Vancouver with 400 Indians on bonrd wall 
cRrried out without the cognisance or approval of the­
Government of India. The object of the prollloters of the 
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e%pedition was undoubtedly to cho.llenge directly the 
l~gltlity of the Canadian immigration laws on the lines 
that the would-be immigrants were British subjects, and 
had therefore the right to enter Canada. Such a proceed­
ing was in direct contIavention of the existing embalogo 
placed on all lubourers of every nationality arriving in 
British Columbia, and in violation of the condition that 
the immigrants should arrive by continuous voyage from 
their place of origin. It is unfortunate and to be re­
gretted that such restrictions should exist; but when they 
do ~xist, they cunnot be ignored without causing suffering 
and distress. We must all regret tlle discomfort suffered 
by the 400 Indians on board the Komagata ltf aru for 
wiliC'h the organisers of the expedition were, in my 
opinIOn, C'ulpably responsible. 'l'hey must have known 
perfectly well that entry would be refused, and the sending 
of the ship could only be regarded 08 most unwise. '1'he 
promoters should have remembered that they who fail to 
consider the rights of the Colonies can in return claim 
little consideration for their own. The Canadian Immi­
gration Act gives the Government of Canada very wide 
powers, and anybody with any knowledge of its ('ontents 
would realise how futile it would be to contest them. 
The caBe was taken as a test case before the Canadian Law 
Courts and was lost as was inevitable, the result being 
that, with very few exceptions, all those on board the 
Ko1Ttagata Mat'u were deported. There were unfortunate­
ly some breaches of the peace committed by Bome of the 
Indian passengers on board, but in the end they left 
peacefully. In this connection I would like to mention 
the fact that the Canadian GoV'Crnment very generously 
gave .£800 worth of supplies to the IndiaDs on board for 
the return journey. This point should not be forgotten. 
I may add that the developments of this inl'ident were 
watched by the Government of India with the closest 
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attention; but as the question at if>8ue was of a purely 
legal character, there was no cause for intervention. 
When however there was an apparent likelihood of the 
compulsion of the Indian passengerb by al'med forc'e, 
I addressed a communi{'ation to the Secretary of State 
deprecatmg the use of fOl'ce on our fellow-countrymen, 
and as you are aware, no force was used. WIthin the 
la8t few days I have learnt that these unfortunate people" 
have been left stranded in Japan. I have therefore 
requested His Majesty's Consul~Ueneral at Kobe to re­
patl'late them to India, and at the expense of Government 
in the case of those without means. 

Having now cleared the ground of posslble misunder­
standmgs, I will revert to the alternative policy to which 
I referred a few minutes ago as a possible solution. I 
think I have shown clearly that we have drifted into a 
position of isolatIOn, and it is evident that, if we are to 
liCCUle £01' om Ill(han fellow-::.ubjcds any of the adv.ln­
tages that are now denied, we mnst substitute for this 
a policy of ('o-operation. 'I'his can, in my opinion, be 
arhieved only by negotiation with the Colonies on a bar;is 
of complete reciprocity. Taking Canada for instance, 
we know that a certain number of Japanese are admItted 
annually on a passport system. Surely India may claim 
at least most-favoured-nation treatment In nlly negotia­
tions that are opened, and secure equally favourable terms 
for Indians. It should not be difficult to limit by agree­
ment the number of passports to be issued which, while 
providing very fully for temporary residence, as in the 
case of students, tourists Rnd the like, would at the same 

. time strictly limit the right to settle permanently in the 
. country. Those attempting to secure admission without 

such permits or passports would be rejected at the port 
of entry after ample warning in the co\\ntry of origin 
that suoh rejection would be inevitable. Clearly 110 
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reciprocal arrangement for controlling emigration at both 
ends can be outlined or considerl'd in df'tail without full 
discussion with the Colonial Governments concerned, and 
it would obviously hI' undesirable to commenoe negotia­
tions with the Colonies unless there was a reasonable 
prospect of some practical outcome of the discussions. 
If this alternative policy commends itself to the people 
of India, it would be futile to Mnsider any other line 
of action until it has been tried and hus failed. But 
with the knowledge in our possession that the ColonieH 
have on vArious o('casions shown themselves alive to 
the necessity of giving such consideration as is possible 
to the wishes of the Oovernmpnt of India, I am full 
of confidence that thf'Y would be willing to go to sODle 
lengtll in giving facilities to a moderate number of 
Indian immigrants. whilf' obtaining through ~mch a 
compromi<;e (,f'rtain restrirtions In India on frf'f' emigra­
tion to the ColonieR. This is the policy which the Govern­
ment of India would advocate at ihe present tim_a 
policy based on a scheme of complete reciprocity-and 
it is for the consideration of Hon'ble Membf'rs and of 
thE' Indian public that I have developE'd our view'l here 
to-day. If these views meet with genE'ral approval, the 
Government of India are ready to recommE'nd thf'm to 
the Secretary of State, with a view to opening negoti~tionH 
with the Colonies concerned. I app<'al to the Indian 
public to view this questIOn in no narrow light. India 
has her rights, but equal1y have the Colonies. Should 
it. be decided to Dt'gotiate with thE' Colonial Governments. 
I am confident that thE'Y, with their strong Imperial 
instincts, will met't us in no mean or niggardly spirit, 
provided that we ~ our side show our readiness to meet 
them half-way. The fact that in 1\ few weeks' time our 
splendid Indian 'soldiers may be fighting Hide hy side and 
.houlder to sh,ouJder with ou.r CQlouial :f.ellow-~ubjectll 
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against the common enemy is a guarantee of fair and 
generous treatment on hoth sides in a controversy of this 
nature. 

rAfter interpellations the rules of business wore su~pended when 
Sir G. Chitnavls expressed the respectful gratitude of the Council 
for His Majesty the King's graOlous mesFlage, and moved the follow­
ing Resolution I-

"That, in view of the great war, involving most momentouB 
issues, now in progress in Europe, into whioh our august Soverdgn 
has been foroed to enter by obligations of honour and duty to pre­
serve the neutrality guat'anteed by treaty and the hberties of a 
friendly State, the Members of this Council, as voicing the feelinr 
that animates the whole of the pf'ople ~dia, desire to give 
expression to their foehngR of unswervin~ loyalty and enthusiastIC 
devotion to their King-Emperor, and an assurance of their unfliuch­
ing support to the British Government. 

Thev desire at the saIne time to express the opinion that the 
people of India, in addition to the military assistanoe now being 
aftorded by India to the Empire, would wish to share in thE' heavv 
finanoial burden now imposed by the war on the United Kingdom 
and request the Government of India to take this vIew into oon­
sideration and thus to demonstrate the unity of India with the 
Empire. 

They request His ExC'ellency the President to he so good as to 
convey the substanoe of this Resolution to His MaJesty the King­
Emperol' nnd His Majesty's Government." 

Sir G. Chltnavis then drew a comparison between England's 
present attitude and that taken up bv her during the great Napoleo1'1io 
wars, pointing out how in the present oonflict, as then, undeterred 
by fear of consequences or claims of self.interest, she stands forth as 
the proteotor of weaker nations Ilgainst the brute force of militarism. 

He then expressed the keen appreciation felt by 011 Indions of 
the Viceroy's prompt action in Ilssuring the King of India's whole­
hearted loyalty, thus acting as a true and trusted representative 01 
Indian people. Though there may be internal difficulties and diBer­
ences of opinion within the Engllllh Empire, in faoo of outside 
dBl1ger all rally round Englllnd to support the Empire of which all 
are proud to be citizens. IndianB of all ranks, religions and opinions 
hope for Englllnd 'B victory with loyal sentiment based on SJ'atitudf1, 
oou\entroent and (lonfldenoe in future. The maintenance of British 
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rule is an essential condition of moral and material progress of a 
country, hence all rejoice that Indian fighting races will take the field 
in Europe alongside English troops. Thc splendid Indian Army, 
under British guidance, may bc trusted to render II good IIcoount of 
itself under all circunlstl\nces. A further and nobler reaBon for 
India's support of thl' British cu\)se Is the C'omplete confidence in the 
justice of it, as preved by published (·orrC'spondence. 

IndJa desIres deeply to prove herself worthy of England's con­
fidence by aetion and slIcrifioe as well liS by words. This sentiment 
expr(,RRPd at crowded m('etings throughout India must be volepcl 
here In showing clearlv to the Viceroy that all are, and will bp , rl'Rdy 
to bear their share In the finaneial burden impoRed by the "ar. 
Re moved the n"flolution with confidence tbat he will have the full 
support of the whole Council, \\ho will all wish to assist in continuing 
and completing the .noble mission of the Empire. 

The Raja of Mahmudabad, seconding the ReRolution, stated that 
it rf'prcRented the very eflsence of Indian public opinion, and that 
Indians are only tov prond to bcar their share of the Imperial burden. 
The f'ntire r(,flour('~s of India ill men and money flhould be at 
England'R dispoRnl. He cxpressed d(\l'p gratitude on behalf of India 
for the Vicoroy's assist(1nC'e in getting Indilln troopq de~£iat.{\hed to 
Europe, which has mnde India Justly feel proud of her position in 
the Empire. 

Sordar Daljit Singh (PunjaL), in supporting the Resolution, 
emphasised the righteousness of England's cause. India's deter. 
minatlOn to assist in the defence of the Empir!' is due not merely to 
sense of duty and gratitude, but also to feeling that her inter!'Rts 
ore indissolubly oonneC'ted with those of Englnnci. Immense satiR­
faction was felt throughout India at the honour done to India by 
sending her troops to Europe. Rut England nepds money as weH aA 
men, and this will be given llngrudgingly by all. 

In an eloq llent speech by Mr. Mala viya he said:-
India rpcogniaes her duty at this present momf'nt and, God 

willing, will ll)yalb and manfully discharge that duty; that no 
saorifice of men or money will be grudged in order that the British 
arms should triumph; h order that the success of the British arms 
should estabIi~h the triumph of right over might, of tivilisation over 
the military barbarism of Germany, of ordered freedom over militarv 
slavery, and of everything that men have held dear in the Jost 
hundred years over all that seemB to be ugly and despicable at thE­
pNleent moment in tile doings that are going on in Belgium and 
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other countries. The IIppeal that England made in 4ays gQJle by 
she has made now in respect of calling upon Englishmen to GO their 
duty, and in this hour of crisiR it is her proud privilege to call upou 
IIll the oitizens of the British Empire to rise as one man and IIlan· 
fully to disoharge the duties whioh the situation has imposed upon 
them. My Lord, India will humbly lind dutifully respona to that 
call. 

Sir Fazulbhoy Currimbhoy, on behalf of the Bombay PreSidency. 
Baid that the Resolution emuodied the feeling of the whole country, 
which desired to prove unity of Empire by sscrificing life and pro. 
perty in Rupport of England. The ('risis has helped ]ndians to realise 
how dear Britlbh rule is to them, and they trgard the filet of Indian 
troops fighting <;uth British in Europe itS a great pJedg<l of equal 
citizenship in the Empire. The resolution Will be hailed by all Indlol. 
with proud approval. 

The Hon'ble Mr. Ghuznavi, speaking fnr Mahomedans of Eastern 
Bengal, pointed out that the \\ar had dpmonstrated to the "hole world 
how truly united was the Empire. 

Mr. BauerJee, in <lupporting the Resolution, pointed out that it 
was the dut,Y of the Council to focus ~entimE'ntA of enthUSIs'ltIC' 
loyalty and sUlJport- wInch animau>d every plOvillce of the Empire; 
they desired to tdl the world, the enemies of Englaud and all else 
whom it might ('oncern, that their loyalty was not lip.deep, but 
behind the serried ranks of one of the finest armies of the world, 
even the vast and multItudinous rII('es and people8 of IndIa were 
bound together aB one man. 

Everyone of the non-official Members present also spoke in favour 
of the Resolution, and the proceedings were lUarked by a genuine 
rlllg of quiet enthusiasm. 

His Excellency the Viceroy in closing the Debate spoke ss 101-
lows:-] 

It has been a source of profound pleasure to me to 
Ilsten to-day to the loyal and patriotic speeches mnde 
by Hon'ble Members of my Council, and it has struck 
me during the course of to-day's discussion in Council 
that this remarkable demonstration of loyalty and of unity 
with the Empire has been a fitting baptism of this new 
Chamber. 

I fully recognise that the views expressed by Hon'ble 
}LImbers :rel'resent, not merely their own personal vi'ewtl, 
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but those of the whole country which has been deeply 
moved by the fact that the Empire hus, through no fault 
on the part of its statesmen, beeu placed in a position 
of grave external danger. 1'he hearty desire displayed 
on every side to muk~ muterial !lacrifices and to oifel' 
personal service has been a striking demonstratIOn of the 
enthusiasm of all classes and cretld", to unite with the 
Government in resisting the aggre&sive action of a PowE'r 
which can only be regarded as a menaoe to {Jivilisation 
in its savage efforts to dominate Europe and indlrertly 
the world. India has gladly given her sons to fight the 
common foe side hy side with the sons of Great Britain. 
Cannda, Australia and New Zealand, and we may, with 
confidence nnd with pridE', look £01 ward to their nelllPve­
ments on the battle-fi(>ld being worthy of the be'lt and 
highest militury truditions of this rountry. It is Del 

longer a secrE't th.lt we han ulrpadv despatrhed two 
splendid divisions of infantry to Europe and une f'flvalry 
brigade, while three more cavalry brigades and foUl' addi­
tional fipld artillery brigades will follow immediutply. 
We havE.' also another divi'!ioD of infantry with Rome excel. 
lent regiments Bf Imperial Service Troops ready to start. 
That we have beeD in a position to send a military force 
of over 10,000 combatants to fight for the Empire acroS/l 
the seas is a legitimate source of pride and satisfaction 
to India as a whole; and with the knowledge that practi­
cully all the Ruling Chiefs have plared their militury 
forces and the resources of their States at the disposai 
of the Government, it is clear that we are not at the fOnd 
IIf our military resourcE's. Several of the Ruling Cbjef~ 
have in accordance with their desire be('n selected to 
accompany the expeditionary force, whilst all who hlne 
lu~d any military training hovE" E'xpressed a dellire 111 
,1erve. Amongst thORE" ~I6f'ted are Maharaja Sir PeJ-tab 
Sing-h, 'Regent of Jodhpur, and the Maharajas of Hibner, 

() 
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Patiala, Rutlam, Kishengarh, Jodhpur, the N!i.wabs of 
JaOl'a, Sucbin, Bhopal and several other leading IndIans 
of rank and distinctIOn, among'3t these being our friend 
Malik Umar Hayat, who never mi .. ses an OCCa.,lOn to go 
to the front, and whose cheery presence in this Council 
we shall a:I ml:'S. I should lIke to add at the same time 
that our ally, the Maharaja of Nepal, has also very 
generously plclf'ed his forces at the disposal of Govern­
ment, while I have received from His Majesty the .Amir 
the most friendly assurances. 

'fhat Hon'ble Members should desire at the 'lame time 
to share the financwl bUldl'n cast upon the United King­
dom by the war is a very natUl <11 and legitimate <I<,pua­
tion, alid onl' that I CflnJlot eommf'lid too }Ilgbl~'. I "peak 
for the Government of India when I say that we lUI' in 
full accord and complete sympathy with the wish pxprpss­
pd, and Will he wry pleased to gratify it as f[:\.r as we 
legitimately cJ.n, having dUA regard to the interests of the 
Indian tax-payer. You are no doubt aware that we are 
hound to suffer financially from the war and the conse­
quent di"1location of tradf', entailing as it will a falling 
off in our customs returns and railway receipt.,. We 
could, however, under ordinary CirCUlll<ltances, havE" asked 
the Home Government to bear the wl101e cost of the ex­
peditionUl y :force, as in the case of the forces spnt to 
China and South Africa, and in this wav we ('ould have 
effp('ted very considerable counter-savings. But I must 
tell you that we have actually had thiR matt!'r und!'r our 
consideration, and we fplt that it would not be in ac('ord­
anre with the wj~hes of the people of India that, in a crisis 
like the plt'sent, India should gain a material advantage 
at tbe expense of the Home Government in the savings 
tltte('ted on tbe deRpatch of a large expeditionary foree 
to El.lro~e, n feeling which has received full confirmation 
ill the resolution which has been moved and in the speeuhes 
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which have been made. On behalf of Government I 
accept that resolution and it will strengthen our hand, 
in the recommendation we felt disposed to make, and 
shall now proceed to make, that, under present circum­
stances, we should IIcl'ept such portion of the cost of the 
expeditionary force as would have fallen upon India had 
our troops continued to be employed in this country 
under normal rircumstanres. As far os II rough estimate 
can be framed at present, and it must necE'ssarily be a 
very rough one, the net amount which the Govt'rnment 
of India would in tIllS way rontTibute to His Majesty's 
GovernmE'nt. assuming that th(> war lasted till towards 
the end of the currt'nt financial year, would be about one 
million sterling. 

Hon'ble ME'mbE'rs will have seE'n thE' 3nnOnnCE'mE'11t in 
the pr~ss of tht' splendid offE'r of 50 l.lkhs ll'! a contribution 
to thE' CO'lt of the expedltlon.tIy forrE' made by His 
Highness the Maharaja of Mysore. I cannot Gufliciently 
commend thi<J striking and patriotic action on the 
part of His Highness, whose loyolty, genero'lity and 
libe>ral views ore so well known. The money so offered 
will be plared at the disposal of His Majrsty's Govern­
ment as an ndditional contribution and has been ear­
markE'd for meeting' the cost of the transports taking our 
troops overseas. Any other similar oift'r8 that may ho 
made will bE' treated in like way. 

I trust that this solution of this somewhat difficult 
question will prove satisfllctory to H OIl 'LIe Memhf'l's nnd 
to the ('ountry at large. We shall thus, bE'l~ideF.l placing 
at tIle di'!pOfltll of Hi'! Majesty's Government a large por­
tion of our Army-primarily maintaineod for the defencE' 
of India-also prt'eent them, and that at a time when, as 
I have said, the war is likely materially to affect our 
budget arrangements. with a SUlD which may run to about 

02 
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a miliion sterling. A contribution on more liberal lines 
than this would not, we think, be fair to the Indian tax· 
payer; but that we should go to this extent in helping 
the mother-country is, I believe, a measure which will 
be in unison with your wishes and with Indian senti\:llent 
generally. 

There is, I believe, nothing like comradeship in nrms 
before the enemy, and joint participation in the daugPrB 
and hardships of war to level all distinctions, to inspire 
mutual respect, and to foster friendshIps. 'l'his I regard 
as the brigllt side of tIle despatch of our troops to Europe 
and of the heavy and material sacrifices that art' being 
mude by India for the sake of the Empire. I cannot help 
feeling that as a consequence bettpr relations will he pro­
moted amongst the component parts of the British Empire. 
many misunderstandings will be removed, and outstand­
ing grievances will be settled in an :uuif'uble and gem-rous 
manner. In this sense out of pvil good may come to 
India, and this is the desire of us all. 

In conclusion I accept, on behalf of the Govprnment 
of India, the loyal and patriotic resolution moved by the 
Hon'ble Sir G. Chitnavisj and if Ron'ble Members agree, 
I sball have very great pleaRUl'e in telegraphing iti> tt'rms 
to th~ Secretary of State and in asking JJord Crpwe to be 
so good as to lay it at the foot of the 'fllrone of our 
King-Emperor. 

lIEETI'NG OF THE IMPERTAl" LEGISLATIVE COUNCH, AT 
DELm. 

D. fThe flrst meeting of tbp Lpgil!lativp ('-DuncH of the lIH4-15 
session was beld at Delhi on the 12th January. There was a large 
attendance, only a few non-official members being absent. BusineslI 
was of a general character, including replies to oertain questions 
IIJId the passing of the Bill continuing in force the War ordinances 
that have only a statutory life of fji~ months, 
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His Excellenoy in ollening the pfooeediugB spoke aB followB :-] 

Since I last addressed you in Septembel' the British 
Empire, much to our general regret, has through the 
intrigues and pressure of Germany and Austria been 
plunged into a needle!':ls and useless 'war against Turkey. 
I believe that I am not wrong in saying that this is the 
first occasion in history that the BIitish Empire has been 
at war ~7ith Turkey, As you llre all awarE', in the 
Crimean war England expended freely her blood and 
treasure to maintain the int{\grity of 'l'urkey, while nearly 
25 years later the disastrous Treaty of San Stefano, 
which would have destroy{\d 'l'ul'kish power in Europe 
Was annulled sl)lely by the threatened intervention of 
Great Brit~'lin. Since those days the poliey of the British 
Government, as I am personally able to bear witness, has 
been to endeavvur to "trengthen the position of 'l'urkey, 
and to induce her to se(>k safety from internal danger 
and external menace by the introoudion of much-needed 
reforms into her administration. 'l'he advice of England, 
tllOugh frequ('ntly unpalatahle, wus at least disinterested. 

New evidence almOl~t daily brought to light tends to 
prove the pres('nt war to have been a long premf'ditated 
and prepared uggression on the part of Germany and 
Austria, of which the infamous assassination of the 
Archduke FraI1Z Ferdinand and his consort was mel't'ly 
the pl'etext but not the caur,;e. When it broke out 
England had no quarrel of any kind with Turkt'y, ann 
the British Government siIttply expected of the rl'urkiRh 
Government thelr observance of the ordinary principles 
of international law and the elementary duties of a 
neutral Power. I need not I'epeat here the breaches of 
neutrality committed and the provocations given by 

,Turkey ('ulminating in the unpllOvoked nttaek upon 
-nU8sian harbours in Hie :Black Sea, the hostile infringe­
ment of Egyptian territory by armed TUI'kish forces and 
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the sinking of a British merchant vessel while lying in 
a friendly port. FroID these incidents it WitS clear tha1 
our patience was misunderstood, that Ii powerful purty in 
'l'urkey, dominated by German influence, was bent on 
war, and that they meant to go on from outrage to out­
l'age till war was provoked. These incldentil finally led 
up to a declaration of war; but although they occllrred on 
the 28th October, Sir Edward Grey, WIth that exceptional 
patIence 'Whlch has charactensed the attitude \)t the 
I!'oreign Office in its relations WIth ~'urkey, in£OllJled 
l'ewnk Pasha on the 4th November, when the Drltish 
Ambassador had already three days earlier been recalled 
from Constantinople that, If his Government wisht'd 
hostilities betwl'en the two countries to cease, the ollIy 
chance ~as to dismiss the German naval and mIlitaTY 
mISSIOns and especially the officers of the Goeben and 
Breslau. It is clear from events that have Slllce taken 
place in Constantinople, that the 'l'urkish Government 
as a whole wele not at all anxiou& for war, but [lcwrding 
to inform:1tion recently publibhed 1D an offiCIal White 
Book, Enver Pasha told the Aush ian Amhds&ador on the-
22nd October that he was determined to have war what­
ever his colleagues might desire, that the TUlkibh flpet 
would be sent into the Black Sea, and that he could 
eaSIly arrange WIth the German Admiral in command of 
the 'l'urkish fleet to pl0voke hostilities. 'l'hitil "'ynical 
forecast is what actually took placE' six days later. 

I am well aware tliat many of the leading Moslem 
bodies in India have most luyally done their utmost tv 
avert war with Turkey, and that the authorities in Con­
stantinople have turned a deaf ear to their 'lepeated 
representations. The fact remains that there is abso­
lutely no reason for Turkish intervention in the war. 
The allies have more than once given solemn assurances 
to respect the independence and integrity of Turkey and 
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there is no menace to Islam. On the contrary the allies 
have made a decluration of the immunity of the holy 
places of Arabia and Mesopotamia from attack, while the 
British Government have even declared that they are 
prepared, if any such need should arise, to ddcnd them 
against all foreign invaders and to maintain them 
inviolate. '1'he most striking cOlllluentUl'Y on the un­
natural combination of Germany and 'l'~l'kt,y is the fact 
thnt, while there are many thousands of Moslems fighting 
in the ranks of the British, Fren('h and Hussian armies 
against Germany, not a singlp Moslpm is to be found in 

• the German ranks. It is no exaggeration to say that the 
military clique of Enver Pasha, undpl' Gplmany's (,Olll­

pubion, has betrayed the iuterests of Islam, and that 
the 'l'urkildl Government, in ,whmittillg to it, has uLdi­
caied its sovereignty ancI delivert'd the independenee of 
a M.ahomcdlln Empire into the llands o£ Germany. It 
will now rest with 'I'm'key tn £aee till' eow"cquences of 
tho-;p actions 101' whil'll she is reSl)Olll>.ihlp: but however 
the tidE' o£ events may shape itH cours!>, there call he no 
douht that Hle holy places will 1'I'Jlwin inviolate, and that 
Islam will still be une of the great \\ol'ld forcf'f'. 

li'rom t110 very moment tllnt the interwntioll of 
'l'Ulkey in the war appearE'd prohable, it wa~ dear that it 
was liot to he expected that amollg~t Inuian MOlllp1UH 

'there would not be a naturbl sentiment o£ sympathy with 
a great Mahomedan Power. But when the character and 
motives of this war becRUle fully known to, and realised 
by, the M01llems of India, whatever might have been the 
sympathy with which tlleir religious instincts might 
under other cireumstances have inspired them, any such 
sentiment was absolutely swept aside ~y th",ir feeling of 
unswerving loyalty to the King-Emperor and to the 
British Empire, whose cause in this war they recognised 
til be that of freedolll f honour and justICe. The other 



Z4 SpW)hu by H. E. Lord Hardi.",ge 01 Peti,.huf'd. 

Meeting 0/ the Imperial LfJqi81ative Council (It Delhi • 

.great Indian communities have not been behindhand in 
their demonstrations of attachment to the Throne and 
Empire, and a towering wave of patriotism and loyalty 
has swept over Iudia. from shore to shore. It has been a 
source of gratification to me but not of surprise to witness 
the universal demonstrations of loyalty of all classes and 
creeds of the peol>le of India. 'l'his has bt'en yet one 
more of Germany's miscalculdtions which will bring 
about her ruin. . 

As to the progress of the war I know no more than 
you. I give llll the information that I receive to the 
Press. It is clear, however, that Gel'man strategy hall' 
failed, and that the ullit's are holding their own und 
gradually gaining gronnd, while German shipping and 
commerce have disappeared from the seas and the main 
German fleet has not dared to appear outside its harbours, 
What is particularly satisfactory to us all has bet'n the 
splendid behaviour of the Indian troops at the front. 
No troops could have behaved mort' gallantly. This is 
recognised by all. We knew it could not be otherwise. 
It hall I\lso been It source of pride to us all that, in accord­
ance with tht' boon announced at the King-Emperor's 
Durhar, two Victoria Crosses have already beE'n awardf>d 
to out brave Indian soldier"" this much-covt'ted decoration 
having, in Qne ca!!e, been bestowed by the hand of the 
King-Emperor himself. 

In my speech to this Council on the 8th September, I 
tnentiont'd that it was a source of legitimate pride and 
Jatisfaction to India as a wliole that we he.d been in a. 
position tQ send a military force of over 70,000 combat­
II.nts to fight for the Empire across the seas. Since I 'used 
those words we have done much more than that; thanb 
to the ener~y and powers of organisation of His Excel­
leJ,lcy the Commander-in-Chief and the military authori­
ti~fi. British and Indian troops have been fighting side 
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by side in no less than five theatres of war, in France, 
Egypt, East Africa, the Persian Gulf and in China. We 
have despatched or are despatching nearly 200,000 men 
ovelseas to fight for the EUlllire of which we a;re proud 
to be a )lving and vin}" unit. These have been reLieved 
by a certain number of freflh troops from England. At 
the same time we have maintained our military forces on 
thp frontier unimpaired to protect our hne and to be 
ready, as a defensive force, to meet any em('rgency in 
that direction. We arp all proud of our mIlitary furces 
I\nd of tbpil' gallantry III the field, and I can only repeat 
what I have baid bt'fOle, VIZ., that the fact that the 
Govel'llment of India are in a position to help the motheI'­
country by the despateh of such a large proportion of our 
armed forces is a !lu'preme mark of my absolute confid('nce 
in the fidelity and gallantry of our troops and in the 
loyalty of the Indian people. That confidence is being 
every day more and more justified. 

We may have days of dt-pression and pven 1'e\'f\r8.,8 
befole us in the future, but we need feel no doubt IlS to 
the ultimate triumph of right over might and of civilisa­
tion over medireval barbarism, and lpt us take to heart ill 
such circumst,tnces as these the nobll'st !.tatempnt ever 
made of a nahon'l> duty which English-speaking ppoples 
owe to Abraham Lincoln, the great President of the 
United States. These are his words-

" With malice towardtl none; with charity to oIl; with 
firmness in the right as God gives us to see the right, let 
us strive on to finisl, the work we are in to 
do all which may a<.hieve and cherish a just and lasting 
peace." 

Amongst the many drawbacks to which war on such a 
large scale must necessarily give rise the upward trt.>nd in 
the price of wheat has given me cause fo1' anxiety. There 
seemed reason to believe that stocks were being held up 
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in the expectation of a further rise in prices eitller in the 
foreign or the Indian market, and in view of the hardsbjp 
involved to the conl>uming classes, I have issued all Ordin­
ance gi:v~ng power to Government and to Local Govern­
ments to investigate the existenct' and am()unt Vlf btocks, 
and if necessary to take over such as in theIr o}Jmion are 
being unreasonably withheld. The question of fUI'ther 
remedial meaSUl'es has alsn been thoroughly examined at 
a Oonference in Delhi with representatives of the wheat 
trade, who have co-opNat~d readIly WIth my Govern­
ment in thi& matter. We were reluctant in the interests 
of agriculture and of commerce to prohibit altogether tht' 
export of wheat and flour from this country, and the 
information before Us did not appear to indicate that 
there waF.. sufficient actual shortage to justify this step. 
H has been decided therefore to r;strict to a definite 
quantity, exports up to the end of the cold weather, by 
which time the new ('fOP will be heginning to come in. 
The measures which have bt'en taken hovt' already 
checked any further rise in prices, and in vicw of the 
ex('('llt'nt promise of the new harve!:!t, I hope that the 
situation may Improve. 

The cotton situation also, as you are aware, has heen 
a m~lttt'r of some anxiety, though I am glad to learn that 
it has Iecently t.hown borne signs of improvement. The 
announcement which we made the othC'r day hal! already 
informed you of the steps which we are pr('pared to take. 
We propose to advise a general restriction of cotton culti­
vation next season, and I hope that the expectation of 
such restriction will do something to assist the disposal of 
existing stocks. We are also prepared, by loans through 
the Presidency Banks, to help in securing the continuance 
of reasonable financial. facilities not only for the cotton 
trade but also for other special trade interests which may 
be!! somewhat similarly afected. We have been very f!lad 
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to intervene in this manner and so give evidence of our 
real desire to assist agriculture,' trade and credit when We 
can legitimately and pxpediently do so. You will readily 
recognille, however, as the Oonference of provincial and 
Lankil;l~ authorities which advised us in the matter also 
l'ecognlsed, that we Cllllnot embark on speculative and 
indefinite commitments. Our l'psources are very limited 
in comparibon, for example, with tho~e at the cOllimand 
of His Majesty's Government, and in these difficult times 
and with a most uncertain futUre ahead of us, we have to 
tread very warily. . 

I should like to take this opportunity of paying a 
tribute to the Wdnner in which the 1)l'e8s, both Indian 
and Anglo-Indian, hal> been conducted in the face of 
considerable difficulties during the past few months. It 
is common knowledge that in England and I may add in 
Americu, there has been It good deal of recrimination 
about the vagaries of the cenbon,hilJ, alld I have reason 
to know that in India too there has been bome irritution 
again!>t that mueh abuspd person, the Ut·nsor. But the 
Pre!>s has to a large extent recogllised that his task is a 
hard one UIlL, have exerci",l'd modpration and patif'nce. 
Similarly these months have been a time when l'umour 
has been busy with every kind of false report, and when 
it would have been easy to have done great mib('hief hy 
giving wide publieity to idle tales in the columns of the 
daily papers. With a yery J ew exceptions, to which I 
need not refer in detail, tIlt' Press of India hos exercised 
wisdom, . restraint and moderation, and I feel that we all 
owe t() it an expreRsion of gratitude. 

It has bf'en suggested that the exef>ptions to which I 
have referred are sufficiently serious to demand a more 
drastic Press Law during this time of war, for at present 
no action ran be taken against an offending paper until 
the mischief has been done; we are however opposed to 



28 Sp,HP/tes by H. k. t(l'f'd Hardwge oj PemkUA"st. 
-, 

Meeting of the Imperial LegislativlJ Council at D~hi. 

taking any further powers in this direction unless the 
necessity is absolutely forced upon, for the exception's in 
the good conduct of the Press as a wIlOle have not so far 
bef'n sufficient io justify anything of the nature of a pre­
censorship and I for olie should Iegard it as a grave mis­
fortune if the E'rrors of a few should brmg a stigma upon 
the Press of India, which speaking genHally hus been 
wisely and loyally conducted during these difficult times. 

r now desire to inv.ite the attention of Members of 
this Council to a matter of importance which immedivtely 
concerns the busllless of the pre.3ent session, It is the 
desire of the ltovernment of India that, so far as may 
be possible, tIlE' di~cussion of all controvprsial questIOns 
should be avoided during the contmu.lllce of the war. 
The present eIlH'rgeuey necessitates the enactment of It 

particular measure to which I will IdeI' later, and tor 
obvious reasons th~ intlOduction of thib Bill cannot be 
postponpd. In regard howevE'r to legislation not 
immediately necessary to meet the requiremE'nts of the 
present situation, I and my Govf."rnment considf."r that it 
would be most illadvi,>able at this juncture, when the 
minds of all are concentrated on one object. the pro­
tection of the Empile against a ruthless and po" erful 
enemy, to undertake any legislation which mIght provoke 
anything approaching controversy and friction. 1.'11e 
one fE'eling now prominent in the mind of every loyal 
citizen is the necessity for united action to vanquish the 
common eDemy, and no part of the Empire has come for­
ward more readily and enthusiastically than India to 
render assistance to His Majesty's Government. We 
may have different points of view as to methods ot 
administration and as to details of domestic legislation, 
but in a time of common danger we should present an 
united front, and it is clearly ollr duty to sink all minor, 
ditferences and to seek and ensue but one objt>ct; the 
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successful conduct of the war agailJ.st the enemies of the 
Briti&,h Empire. It is not that I think that tlle difff'r­
ences to which r hav~ alluded are Iii_ely to be of a serious 
character, but I feel, and I hope you will agree with me, 
that this is a time when all appearance of division should 
be avoided, as &uch differences might be misconstrued by 
those who are strangf'rs to Indian conditions. In this 
view we have decided to deff'r the consideration of a 
number of measures already introducE'd in Council, and 
to postpone tIle introduction of other DIlls. Among-Rt 
these I may mention the Criminal PlOcedure Cod£' 
Amendm£'nt Bill, the Dill for the FuxthE'f Protection of 
Minors, the Dill de~ling with Contemph:! of Courttl, and 
Ule U niversitieb 11ill. We reeognise thE' fad tllnt, 
important as the'>e Dills are, they are neressarily to some 
extent controversial, und in view of thc prespnt position, 
We have decidptl that it would be better not to proceed 
furthE'r with tllt'm durlllg tIli" seA~ion. 

I feel confident thut the Oouncil will uPIJrove of this 
decision, and I hopE' that you will !.upport us in attainiug 
the object in view by abstaining from moving any resolu­
tions "hich tn;ght provoke controv{'rsy or hitternE'';Is, or 
embarrass the Government. In adopting thi!> COUl"bE', you 
will be followlUg the example of the BritIsh Parliamf'nt 
where all political controversy has b£'en su'!pendeu during 
the war, and where the leadE'rs of the Opposition haVtl 
refrained from any action which might embarrass tIlt' 
Government or add to the labours of Mini'!ters already 
oyerburdened with work and responsibility. It has been 
felt in England, to use the words of Mr. Bonar Law in 
It !lpf'ech delivered on 10th August, that ('ontro,'ersial 
(lebate at such a time would be a national calamity. 
A.lthough the position of Mf'mbers of this Council is not 
in many ways analogous to that of ME>D1.bers of Parlia­
ment, yet I hope that, ill this resped, they wHl treat tile 
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Government with like consideration. My Council has 011 

various occasions been congratulated on the excellent 
tr:,.ditions that it is building up for the future, and I hope 
and believe that this opportunity of adding to those 
traditions will not be lost. 

In connection with this question I think tbat I ought 
to mention one legislative measure which will cerne up 
for consideration to-day. 'l'his is th!> measure to which 
I referred in an earlier passage of my speech and is a Bill 
for prolonging the period of emerg('nt provisions of the 
law now containpd in ccrtain Ordinances recpntly passl'd. 
The Oouncil is aware of the authOIity vested in <-he 
Govl'rnor-General personally to promulgate in times ot 
emergenf'Y Orclinunf'f''j which have for a period of six 
months the force of lnws passed in thi'l Oouncil. These 
powers have been infrpquently exercised in thE> past. 
Indt'ed I believe I am correct in saying- that in all only 
s!>ven Ordinanf'Ps were promulgatl'd between 1861 anil 
1913, but the pre~ent emergency has &hown how valuahle 
these powp"'s are, anrl since the outhreak of war, I have 
found it nerpssary to utili'l!' them in resppct of various 
matters of the gravest urgency. You will to-day be 
Rsked to co-operate witl} me by enacting a law which will 
render tlle proviRioDs of these Ol'dinnDces effedive so long 
as the war lasts and for a certain period tllereafter, as 
the ct>ssation of ('onditions created by war "ill not 
synf'hronise witll the dpclaration of peace. I tMlst tllat 
I shall receive tlle full and unanimous support of this 
Oouncil in the enactment of this measurE>. Military and 
political consideration" make it impprative tllat thpRe 
emergent measures should continue to be in force and it 
is impossible for the Government to publish or discuss in 
detail the reasons underlying them without divulging 

. facts of a confidential nature, the publication of whitlh 
would not only embarrass the authorities in this country, 
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but might also assist OW' enemies. In these eirrl,lm­
stances I ask the Council to give practical proof of their 
loyalty and of their confidence in the- Gove-rnment by 
acrepting the Bill as it stands without entering into a 
prolonged discussion of its merits. 

VISIT TO PERSIAN GllI,F' ADJ)RRSS FROM BRITISH 
COMMUNITY OF BASRA. 

rOn the afternoon of Wednllsdav, the 3rd Fflbl'Uary, the Vi('eroy 4th Feb. 
proreC'rlC'rl op thE) Shatt.el.Arab find allrhoring nl'llr tbe mouth of the 1915. 
Karlln rivpf, madc an intrrcsting trip by launch Rome milcs up its 
.JomsC'. Lady Cox and Colonel 'frevor were prC'srllted to Hi~ Excel. 
Ipnoy Ilnd uccompanil'd him on this trip. 

Rarly on ThnrsrlfL;' morning the Viceroy prOP('('rlcd up the river 
pasKing the" R"bat!lllil " whieh with othc'r "maHer v('sR1'ls hlld hf'pn 
Bllnk by th€' TllIb in a vain attempt to block tjlt' chunnrl ~hortly 
flfter thp outbreak of war. A lIttle nbove this spot is the I)!llfl~e 

ot the F;hrikh of 1\fobammcrRh "ho camp nhofml accoJllpllniel\ by 
his Wflzir to pay a forUlal V141t to HIS R'\(cpJl~nry-nt the concluHion 
of wluch the VlCer03' iuvested him "iLh insignia of Honornry KC.S.!' 
and decorated Ius Wazir as C.I.E. Subsequently th(J Vicoro,Y 
receIVlJd them nt a prolouged private interview. 

HIS ExceUenc,Y arrived at Basta under Il salute from His Majesty's 
bhip "},ItWlenC() " and the ~hore bl,ttenes and ;,hortly afterwards 
G()neral Sir ArtLLlf Durl'( tt and his stuff as well as Capt,ain N llun, 
Senior Naval (lfficer, came ou hoard and I\ere prcf,outed to His 
Excellency, 

After lunch the Viceroy r£'cdved a deputation from thE1 British 
community of Busra "ho prescnkd the following address which was 
read by Mr. A. Lyle;-

May It please Your Excellenc'Ij,-Wc, as a deputatiou, repre­
senting thl? Britisl! Community 01 Basra, wish to express our pleasure 
at your visit to this port, and to bid y'ln welcome. 

This is the first irstanre of a Vicoroy of India visiting BaBra, 
and this fllot, couWed with the general conditions pl'evniling here 
Bnd in Europe, makes the occasion of great interest. 

At the prescnt time ~ll are more or leBs suffpring from the effects 
of the war; but we take this opportunhy of speciaUy expressing our 
heartfelt symps.tllY witt yon on the los8 of your son Lieutenan, 
E. C. Hardinge, p.B.O., who diod in the de!enca of his country. 
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The knowledge of hi8 distinguished services will, we hope, to 
some extent mitigate the sadness of your bereavement. 

Basra hBs for mallY years been associated With India, BS lang ago 
as 1640, III the early days of the Bast ndlla Company, trade was 
established betweell the oountTies of India and Turkish Arabl.$, of 
which Basra is the olllef port. . 

Basra 18 the outlet for the produ('e of Me!lOpotamH~ Bllld the" 
reoelvlUg station for imports The oommerce of the Provllloe has 
increaBed enormously of late ;}cars-a lesult due largely to the enter­
prise of BTltlsh Merchants, ann we wdcome the Bntlsh occupation 
of BaHrB, "hioh we earnestly hope" III be a oermonent one, fcelmg,. 
oonfident that It v. III greatly advance the prosperltv of the C'ountry. 

In the past thore have bCE!'n great difficulties m the WR) of 
deW'lopment, \\ ludl ,\ e trust 'Hll now dlbappt ar, 

The establIshmcnt of Impcrllli Penny Postago and Indum Inland 
Rates ,IS an advRntage "luch has ohcodj bcen greatly appre< Illt(·d. 
and ",e are thereby emboldened to hope thaL hl1plOvcd t{'legraphlc 
faCIlities ma~ nov. be secured to us 

In thiS connectl(,n ,\ e beg to brlllg to Your Exccllency'R notlOc 
that not only IS tb(' rate from Basra to London oxtlemel) heaVy-oR 
muoh as Hs 2 annas 9 per Iwrd- hut the rate to Indu\ over cables, 
wholly controlled by Government, IS even greuter than the rate 
from Bombay to London. 

We would furthlr represent that although, slllce the oCllupatlOn 
of thiS regIOn hy our foreps, long needed telegraphIC connection hail 
been estabhshed WIth Mohammerah through the Bntl~h Commlato 
there, by land hne and cable, unfortunately the Ime has not ~et been 
made avat!able to the public We pray that It mllY now be o'poned 
to the pubhc for bond fide local mesbages, and that, If pOSSIble, the 
tlmft may be llxed at Indian Inland Hates 

We venture to urge that thero IS a I3trong case for a substanhal 
reductIOn of rates III tlle first two Il1stances and for the adoptlOJl of 
cfu.r suggestIOn In the third, and we trust that w(> may be so fortunate 
lis flo have the support of Your Excellency'S Government Il1 securing, 
thell~ further faOlhtles for BritIsh commerce, 

The POilSlblhtlCS of expansIOn of commerce are unbounded and 
with the secUlity offered by BrItish legislatIOn the success of the 
irrigatIOn schemes inQugurated by our dlStlllg6ished countrymen, 
Sll' Wilham Wlloecks, and the gener/l.! inorease of trade win be 
Gssured. l!f • 

We also desire to express our admIration for the achievement. 
of the Naval a~d ldlhtarv Forces under the command of Lieutenlmt.. 
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General Slr Arthur Barrett, ILC.B .. K .C.V .0., which have so oppor· 
timely arrived, in Apite of great difficulties, to Df'eUre BritislJ 
interests in Mesopotnmiaf'and we truHt that the whole of this fertile 
region wlll f'ventually corne under Bntish control. 

We conclude with the hope that thiij prl'Rent visit" lil be the 
precursor of many with "Inch the Viceroy of Indla will {avoul us lD 
future. 

'I'he Viceroy replied as follows: - ) 

Gentlemel1,-It gives me very great pleasure to have 
had tIle opportunity of meeting you hf're th.is afternoon 
and J thank you very warmly for the hearty weleome you 
have accorded to me. 

I notice with pleasure the apprf'ciative reference 
you have madf' to the ur'hi",vern!'llt" of HUI Majesty's 
Naval and Military ]<'Ol'(' Nl. 'J'hey hav!' ran ied Ollt 

the duty allottl'd to thl'lII with ~kill and g'allalltry 
and Genem} Sir Arthur Barrett is entith·d to our warm­
est congratulations upon the succeRS that has attended the 
troop!! under his command. TIH~ir tusk JWR been success­
fully acJJieved in f'pite of difficultips and dangers and nur 
casualty hsts llavE' not been small: let U"l not then·fore ill 
Hill happinf'l'1.'l of the rl'suJt,'i that have .'10 far been secured 
forget to pay a tr:hute to the mf'mory of those brave IDl"J! 

WJID hav~ !:lid down their live", for the llDDour and glory 
alld e.uil.'ty of the Briti>;h Rmpire. 

The occupation of Basra by 0111' Forces has raised prob­
If-ms rf'garding the admini'ltrahon that It'quile prompt 
('olllolidf'l'ation and betHE-ment, snd I havt' ('om!' here to lleE' 

for myself its local conditions so that I may be in 11 better 
position to judge what measurE'S are desirable in the inter­
ests of its sE'curity and good gov('rnmf'nt and the geul'raI 
welfare of the comDluniiy. I was recently reading some 
old papers about former conditions prevailing in Iraq and 
it is sad to think of the smiling face this country must 
have presented a few centurie.~ ago and to contrast it with 

" 
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'" the desolate appearance produced by generations of tur~ 
bulence and misrule. You are of course awaze tbt ill 
the great struggle in whioh we are involved we are not 
fighting single-handed, and we cannot therefore lay down 
plans for the future without a full exchange of view8 
with the other great Powers, who are our allies. But in 
any case we may be permitted to indulge il) the confi«t'nt 
assurance that henceforth a more benign administration 
will bring back to Iraq that prosperity to which her rich 
potentialities give her so clear a title. 

You, Gentlemen. as representing British interests in 
Basra, which may be described as the seaport of Iraq, are 
as much conC'erned in the welfare of th", country as are its 
indigenous inhabitants. You inherit the traditions of the 
old Factory of the Honourable ElLst India Company 
which as you have reminded me was in existence here 
in the early part of the 17th Century. In the year of 
Grace 1i54 the Pasha of Baghdad wrote to Mr. Shaw who 
was then 'the Resident here exprf'ssing "the particular 
satisfaction he received from the regular and decent con­
duct of our nation at all times in his Government" and 
I have no doubt that if friendly relations had not unfor­
tunately been disturbpd you would have s('C'ured an equal­
ly favourable testimonial from the late Government of 
Basra. In those days the merchants have had to car"Y 
on a constant struggle against ~M'egtllar e~act,jDn8 and 
outrageous conduct, thAy had to guide their course with 
much discretion and the servants of the Honourable Com. 
pany W(!nI looked up to, by the other merchants to afford 
them security from every 80rt of opprE'ssion. It is plea­
sant to think that in whatever distant cornE'rs of the 
earth our (',ountrymen find themsel"'es they manage at all 
times to gain the ('onfidence and goodwill of the people 
ADlong whom their lot is O8st, and I trust that tlii'iha'l'­
Ilcterieti(' will continue to distinguish you and your f:J"" 
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C8ssors here ' in Basra. I should like to take this oppor~ 
tun.ity of connying to you as a body 1I1y warm lind grate­
ful thanks for the unremitting and cordial assistance you 
have rendered to the Expeditionary Force. You have 
pla{',ed your resources, your staffs and your houses at its 
disposal and given eV\lry help you could, and though it 
may be invidious to single oat .individuals I trust that 
you will regard the presentation of plate which I look 
forward to making to two of your number to-morrow 8S 

a compliment to you all. 
It IS a source of much satisfaction to me to feel that I 

am the first Viceroy to have visited Basra in an official 
capacity and, althol1~h in the natural course of E'vents it 
is hardly likely that I shall have another opportunity of 
visitmg this ('ity during the term of my Vireroyalty, I 
IIhaH always watrh hl.'r future with the kl.'enellt interflllt 
and in the Aettlement that must ('orne aHl.'r tllifl grt'at wnr, 
you may rE'st 8ss\ll'ed that stl.'P'" will he taken to protE'ct you 
Blld your interp~t~ all well as those of ull tlH' wel1-cli~I.lOHed 
inhabitants of this place and the ('ountry round .• 

You h:we mE'ntioned rertain points ronnerted with post.-
0,1 and telegrapllir q"uPRtions in whirll, as representatives 
of the ('ommert"iai eommunity. you arp slwpially inten· ... t-
00. You will, I am sur€', undt>rAtand that these are mat­
ters in wllich othE'r interests are also involved, and that 
it is not in my power to reply oil-hand to your represen­
tatioJls, but I can assure you that they .. ill be duly consi­
dered and that your interl'st& will not he ignored, 

I thank you very !'ordially fm your friendly and 8ym­
pa~tic reference to m~ recent loss in the death of IDy 
near son from his WOU1il.dB, received on the field of battle. 
In tbis time of univt"rsal Borrow nnd suffering commdb to 
us all, I am only one of many WIIO, Bad as we may be, are 
yet proud to have given our best for our King antf 
country. 
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While again thanking you for your very cordial wel­
come I wish the British community of Basra much pros­
perity and success. 

(Soon after the departure lIf the deputation the Viceroy went 
ashore to visit British and Indian hospital, aud convflfsed with a 
large number of the sick and \I ounded. 

Later in the afternoon the Viceroy was At Home on board and ill 
the evening gave 8. small dinner party.] 

VISIT TO MUSCAT: ADDRESS FROM HIS HIGHNERS THE 
SULTAN AND BRITISH INDIAN AND BltI'l'IRH PJ:-,(). 
TECTED SUBJECTS. 

[After visiting Basra His Excellency the Vic!'roy proceeded tt) 

M useat which Wl\f, roached early in the morning of the 11 tb Ftlbruary. 
His Highness the Sultan waR accord I'd a private Itlterview with the 
Vireroy on board the" Northbrook," ait,·\, \\hu·h HI8 EX{,t'lIency 
paid a viSIt to His HighuE'38 on shore during th(' eOllTRe of "llIch 
the Sult[ln read an address in Arabic, 11 tlllnb\[Ition 01 which is aq 
follows ;-

In the name of God, the best of names, praise be to God, he who 
brings friends together and bestows help and benefit. Not only With 
my hps but With all m~ heart I beg to express my dE'E'p gratitude to 
the Great British GovernmE'nt for the iriendship "hich she has 
shown to me and for the goodWill existing between InC and her. I 
feel ronfident that the cordial relations existing bE'hvem the two 
Ol)vornments \\ill increase in .trength. I If'el deeply llOnoured by 
the visit of so exalted and distinguished a pel.onage as Your Excel­
lency. But what greatly adds to my joy and delight is the fact that 
I have been honoured by this VISit within 80 short a period after 
assuming the reins of Government , wheress tn.v late lamented father 
did not attain to such an honour in the vJsit of I,orfl Curzon for many 
years after his accession to the throne. - It is, however, a matter of 
extreme regret to me that this honour should have fallen 011 me at I 

tim~hen, owing to local disturbance, I have been prevented Irom 
milkillglluitable arrangements such as the reception of 80 exalted a 
representative of His Majesty 8S Your Excellency demands. I am 
deeply grateful to the British Government for the moral lind substan. 
tial support which has been rendered to IDe, not only recently ill 

,\ 
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my hour of nerd, but in the past also. In this crisis I have received 
the able advice of my &incere friend the British ('onRul, whose friend. 
ship and Bs~iiltllllce I much appreciBted. I very deeply deplore th5 
casualties "hich have occurred among the troops. It is my earDest 
desire to bring about a peaceful settlement of these troubles and 
I shall lise evory endcavoUI' to attain thib end. 1 also pray to God 
th,.) MORt High that he may so shupe the affairs of the great British 
Government that a 811cccb~ful peaco lllay speodily terminte the pre· 
sent world·wide conflict. I myself, as well Sb my family and all my 
state officials, '\\ ill ever remain grateful in heart and soul to the 
great British Government. 

It will ever be our aim and d('~iro to btrcngthen thE' cordilll rola­
tions existing between lib and hcr and ",e trust that the great Gov 
ornmont '\\ ill RCCf'pt OUI a~buranCCb that bbl' lllRy ever rely on our 
loyalty and friendship lli all cll'curm,tanccb. In eonclubion it only 
remains for me to thanI. 'tour ExcdlellC'Y aguin fOl thl' honour you 
have bebtO\~ed on mo by your vibit and whIle regretting the short· 
Dess of YOUI' Excellency'b stay, '\\c debira to wish Your Exeellcltcy 
God.speed ilud tr1Jbt Your ExcoUeuC'j "Ill earry away notlullg but 
plea.ant recollectiollti of } our nocessarily brief but to Ull very II d­
come visit to Muscat. 

The Vicoroy l'eplJed in the following wordll :-] 

I am very lllurh obliged to Your Highnebs for your 
expre&sions of goodwill and I also trust that the rordisl 
relations existing hetween our Governments may continuo 
to increase in Iltl"Pugth. Yom Highncsb ha:; reeognibed 1Il 

generous terms the f>ubstantial assistance that the Bri­
tif>h Government has recently given you and is still giving 
you in the trou1le.i with whi('h you are surrounded. As 
Your Highness has remark"d the loss of life that has 
occurred is deplorable and I e&!1 only urge upon you the 
supreme importance of using every endeavour to bring 
about the ces'lation of bloodshed and a lasting reconcilia­
tion with thuse who al'e troubling the peace of Muscat. 
It has given me ~he greatest possible pleasure to pay to 
Your Hightless's territories this brief and somewhat infor­
mal visit but I rejoice tc. have had the oppottunity of mak­
ing your acquaintance and I trust that as a result flf your 
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,future wise conduct of your government, our acquaintance 
may ripen into personal friendship. I have now only to 
thank Your Highness very warmly for your kxnd worde 
of welcome. 

[His Excellency's reply was duly translated into Arabic.] 

A WELCOME FROM BRITISH SUBJECTS. 

rAt the conclusion of his viBit RIB Excellency proceeded by boat 
to the landmg place in front of the Consulate where he was received 
by a guard-oi.honour furnished by the Grenadiers. After mspectlng 
this the VIceroy received a brief address of welcome from the Briti,b 
Indian and BritiBh protected reSIdents of Muscat, wbwh was a~ 

follows :-

May it please YOUT Excellency,-We, the entire British commu· 
nity, representing all creeds, Hindu, Muhammedan, Christian, Parsi 
and other British protected persons, Bottled in the towns of Muscat 
and Matrah, most respectfully beg, on behalf of ourselvE'S II,nd our 
fellow-subJects rellidlDg In other parts of HIS HIghness the Sultan'B 
dominions, to offer Your Excellency a most cordIal welcome on the 
occasion of your visit to Muscat. 

We shall not trespass upon Your Excellency's valuable time by 
dilating upon the ixnportance of this town of Muscat, suffice it to 
!lay that MU86at has been the seat of the Government of the ruler of 
Oman for several centuries. 

The relations between Great Britain and Muscat have been inti­
mate for a century or more. 

We enJoy here the rights and privileges of the lIlQat favoured 
nation, our interests arll carefully guarded by our Consular author. 
itles "wi we experience complete toleration in matters of religion. 

In matters of commerce generally we continue to hold our 
ground and we rejoice to sly that Indian and British imports rule 
the market. Nearly 70 per cent. of the export trade is in BrUillh 
banda. 

Our oo~ercial interests have, however, to a certain anent 
suffered by the imposition of an enhanced expOrt tax of 10 pea- oen~. 
levied h} the Local Government, and by unrest in the Interior, $ltd 
we Lave often been put to considerable anxiety for tho safC1lty of the 
Ihee and property of our fellow-subjeots. 
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We therefore respectfully pray that Your Excellency will be 
pleased to vouchsafe to us a continuance of that proteotion and 
security which IS afJt,rded by the presence of Bfltish troops. 

As regards our communlcatlOns wlth India and elsewhere, in spite 
of the terrlblc conthct which is now convulsing Europe, regular 
steamship s~rVlOC8 bott. for commerce and our mails have, thanks to 
the superlOfity of the British Nny, been maintained as in normal 
tames. 

In conclusion we beg to reiterate our wtilcome lind earnestly pray 
to Almighty God to vouchsafe to Your Excellenoy a ('ontia-Ulnee of 
boddy hellith lind btrength to enable Your Excellency to render 
~urther great services to the Empue Bnd to lnud fresh l~l.IrelB on 
your brow. 

His Excellency the Viceroy made the {ollowlDg roply : -] 

Gentlemen,-It has gIven me very great pleallure to 
have this opportunity of meeting you, the British IndIan 
Iesidents of Muscat, and I thank you very warmly for\he 
good feeling WbICh hall prompted the address of hearty 
weh'ome whICh you have just plesented me. Recent 
events in the Shatt-el-Alab led me to make my present ex­
pedItion to Basra in ordel that I might form an opir,ion 
us to the best bolution of various admmistrative problems 
that have ariBen there but I thought that if time allowed 
1 would on my return pay a brief visit to the territory 
of the Sultan of Muscat, with whom we have such inti­
mate relations, and so many agreements in furtherance 
of our common interests. I did not intend that my visit 
should have a public character and I, therefore, the more 
appreciate your kindness in deigning to present me with 
an address of wel('.ome. You lIave been good enough to 
omit from it all reference to any disadvantages that you 
may be labouring under but I trust that you will under­
stand that if there be any they shall, on being duly repre­
sented through my Agent here, receive the earnest and 
careful attention of my Government. As British Indian 
subjects you enjoy many advantages and YOlu' rights and 
privilege. are guaranteed by various engagemenis which' 
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Hia Highness and his predecessor have entered into with 
the British Governll;lent,. These I have' every (lonfidence 
that His Highness will loyally maintain in future, as in 
the past, and I trust that you, the present representatives 
of that spirit which has carried Bl'itis\ indian enterprise 
to a spot so far distant from the shores of India, will con­
tinue to fiomish and prospel' under his regis. I thank 
you all -most heartily for the very friendly welcome you 
have extended to me. 

[The Viceroy then entered the Consulate and accorded private 
Interviews to tho French and American Conwls and subsequently 
Mrs. Benn WIIS presented to him. The Viceroy gave a sma:! 
luncheon party on bOllrd durlllg which the ship steamed round past 
l\llltrllh to BlIsra \\<here 1II tuc courbe of the aiternoon he agllin went 
IIshoro and iUbpected the troops under tho eommand of Colonel 
Edwards, who successfully repulsed, though not Without some loss, 
Il most determined attack made locpntly by the rebel Arabs from 
the Hinterland. At the conclusion of the inspection the Vweroy 
addressed the officers lib folloWH :-] 

INSPECTION OF THE W2ND I\. E. O. GRENADmRS AND 
95ra ItUSSBLL'S IN}<,ANTHY AT MUSCAT. 

11th Feb, It is a !lource of great pleasure to me to be able to visit 
1915. your regiments here to-day and to tell you a11, :British and 

Indian officers and men, how much your good WOl'k is 
8}lpreciated both by me personally and by the Governmt'nt 
of India. You haye all by your gallantry, devotion to 
dUiy, and skilful conduct of operatioD~ on 11th January 
against rebels, rendered signal servi('e to Go\'ernment. 
1 wish to congratulate you on the success of those opera­
tions and to assure you that the Government and the 
people of India. are deeply grateful to you for what you 
have done. You are a long way from India but I can 
gUQmntee tha,t 10ll are not forgotten. Your movements 
and welfare are watched with pride and interest. It hQS 
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given me very grf'at pleasure to be able to meet you all 
and personally give these assurances and I hope that 
they may he suitably conveyed and explained to all ranks 
in your Force Orders. 

SECOND M}<;}<;TING OF LBGlBLA'J'IVE COUNCIL AT DELHI, 
HJ14·15 S}<;SSION. 

DEATH Oli' THE HON'IlLE Mn. GOKHllJll. 

[T\c Imperial Legislative Council met on the morning of the 1I3rd Feb. 
2Brd !i'ebruary under a deep SellSI' of borrow at the untimE'ly dtlllth 1916. 
of Mr. Gokhalc. There WRS a larl(p attendance of mcmb('ls and 
the galleries were full ()f visitors. Among those prebcnt were Lord 
Carmichael, Governor of Bengal. 

His Excellency the Viceroy Baid :-] 

It was with deep I'f'gret that on thE' morning of 20th I 
received the sad ne\\g of the }u'elllaturp death during the 
previous night of the Hon'ble Mr. Gokhale, Member of 
this Council. I had heard that he had been LOIDpelled 
by indisposition to delay his arrival in Delhi, his inten­
tion having been to come in time for the IDPeting of 
Council to-day, and it was a grl'at shock to me, as it must 
have been to us all, to learn that he had quietly passed 
away. 

'fhe Hon'hle Mr. GOllal Kril:!hnu Gokhale was born 
at Kolhapur in the year 1866. I need not go into the 
details of his earlier life beyond mentioning that Mr. 
Gokhale took his d{'gree as h.ll'helor of Arts in 1884, in 
the University of B~mbay of which University he subse­
quently became a Fellow. Almost immediately after­
wards he began to de\ote him&eH to the cause of education. 
For 20 years he served as a lecturer at the Fergusson 
College, Poona, specialising particularly in History and 
Economics, a subject into which he threw himself with so 
much fervour and zeal that he became an acknowledged 
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authority; and at the same time giving much of his 
time to establishing the college on a sound financial basis. 
During this period of his life, he began to take a prominent 
part in public life and was for fOUl' years Secretary tc. 
the Provincial Congress of Bombay; in 1891 he was one 
of the Joint Secretaries of the Indian National Congress 
and continued fol' many years to labour in that capacity. 
In 1897 he went to England as one of the witnesses before 
the Royal Commission on Indian Expenditure and gave 
evidence which was of very great importance and vlllue. 
In 1900 he was elected a Member of tIle Bombay LegisJa­
tive Council and in 1902 he was elected as a representatrve 
of the Bombay Council on the Imperial Legil'llathe Coun­
cil. This office he continued to hold until the date of his 
death. 

In 1904 he Was made a Companion of the Most Emi­
nent Order of the Indian EmpIre. In 1905 he was Pre­
sident of the Indian National Congress and in the same 
year founded the Ranade Economic InstItute and the 
Society of the Servants of India. Later on he paid seve­
ral visits to England and toiled ceaselessly for the various 
causes he had so much at heart, and I have always under­
stood that he took a quiet hut active part in the conv~­
sations that led up to the reform of this and the other 
Indian Councils. Finally in 1912 he was appointf>d a 
member of the Itoyal Commission on Publir. &lrvlOes in 
India. 

Such are some of the very distinguished services 9£ 
the Hon'hie Mr. Gokhale, hut not all, for in Council he 
was well known as a speaker of conspicuous ability Bnd 
wonderful eloquence, while his earnest enthusiasm Bnd 
sound judgment secured for him a commanding position 
among the puhlie men ot this country. He was a loyal 
.pporter' of i'iriti&h rule in India, but neverthele .. was 
alao on many ooeaWODS a fearlels critic of the admia~-
Jj 
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trative methods and policy of Government and never hesi­
tated to draw attention to any measure or action which, 
in his opinion, was improper or open to censure. In 
regard to financial and educational questions in particular 
his atta"ks were frequently most forcible and incisive, 
80 much indeed so that the abilities of his opponents 
were fre'1uently taxed to the utmost to meet his argu­
ments. Though, however, a sever~ rritic of those who 
opposed him, he was always dignified and'- courtpou8 in 
debate .. and even wIlen unsuccessful in spcuring his object 
impreB8ed all who heard him not only with his skill, but 
with his intense earnestness and dE'sire to do whut was 
in his opinion rIght. He took a prominent part in all 
debates of importance during his period of office in Coun­
cil, especially in thosE' relating to financia1, education an,l 
udmini!otrative questions. 

During my penod uf office the most important mea­
SUTe in which Mr. Gokhale was Ini~r08ted was the 'Bill 
to make better provision for the extension of prJlnary 
education. 'l'hough he failed lD inducing the Council to 
accept the Ihll, all those who heard him will remember 
the extraordinury force and ability with which he pressed 
his views. 

It is also right that on this occasion I should refer to 
the important part taken by lir. Gokhale in emigration 
questions and in particular that relating to Indian immi­
gration into South Africp. In this question, as in all 
other politi<lal questions, M! Gokhale strove ceaselessly 
for the amelioration of the condition of Indians and for 
&he promotion of t1.eir welfare, and in my opinion it waa 
largely due to him and his tactful and statesmanlike atti. 
tude during his visit to South Africa that this thorny 
queation eventually received a satisfactory solution. 

In my personal relations with Mr. Gokha.le I have 
always regarded him not merely as an important Kember 
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of my Council but also. as a friend. On more than one 
oocasion he has given me advice which I found to be 
both sound and useful, and I may mention that in the 
South African Immigration question he rendered mt' most 
loyal and helpful assistance. It was oIlly six months 
ago that I recommended to His Majesty the King-Emper­
or the appointment of Mr. Gokhale as Knigllt Command­
er of the Indian Empire as a mark of l'ecognition of his 
valuable servicps, but Mr. Gokhale, with that simplicity 
of nature which ehararterised him, gratefully acknow­
ledged the intt'ntioll, but askt'd to remain as h(' was. 

He has now left us and we shall feel the void he hall 
<'reated, for one may truly suy that it will be almo~t 
impossible to fill his place jn Indian public lif('. I under­
etand that the Hon'ble Sir Gangadlwr Chitnavis desires 

-to say a few WOlds on behalf of non-official Members of 
my (Jouneil and after that I propo'!e to adjourn Council 
ti1l to-morrow as a mark of sorrowful respect' towardf! 
our late friend and Member the Hon'ble Mr. G'Jkhalf'. 
May h(' Test in peace. 

[Sir G. M. Chitnavis, who follo~ed HiR Excellency the Vicero,V, 
said :-

My Lord, as the spokesman on bebalf of the Honourable Mem· 
bers of this Counril, I beg to assoriate myself with Your Rxeell<:lncy 
and express our profound sOU'ow at the death of Mr. Gokh&Ie. 
Every word that has fallen from Your Excellency strikes a sym­
pathetic chord in our bearts. Indeed it is difficult to convey in 
's~itable language tho depth of our feeling on this sad occasion. My 
Lord, to me personally, as to many otherA on this Council, the Im,1I 
is very grea.t and very painful. Mr. Gokhale was 1\ friend with 
whom my relations were always cordial and intimate, and the 
friendship formed in our youth was cemented and strengthened by 
years of close association in public. I feel his death has, on this 
account, been a great. blow to me. But the removal by death from 
the seene of his activities of a man like Mr. Gokhale ia far more 
than a personal 1088 to his friends. It will be difficult to fill up the 
void created by it in Indian public life. Mr. Gokhale combined 
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under his unassuming exterior so many fllre qualities of hf'&d and 
heart. It was remarked somE' time ago that Mr. Gokhale WIlS sacri· 
ficing Ins hfe on thE' altar of the MothE'rlund. This description is 
absolutely truc, not ol\l~ with rt'ference to IIny Jlurticular period of 
bis life, but almost to thE' "hole of his hfo. There was hardly 8 

momE'nt when be was not doing something or other with the sole 
object of hel}1ing in tb" ulnl'hOratlOn of the Indian ppople, and be 
always o.pplied IllmseH to his wvlk with chnruC'teristic zesl, parnest· 
neS8, and tenacity. Had he not been so hard working in the publio 
cause he would, I am sure, hRve bpen Hpar£>1} long to cbecr us with 
hl8 genial prE'l!Cn!'e, his splendid talent, Dnd uUbpal iug industry, 
whirh were Dltke applied to tho service of his countr.Y. the countr, 
he loved mo~t, and the pohticnladvanc!'ment of 'IIhich he 80 capably 
advocateu. When the future lustory of a progressive IndllJ. cumes 
to be \Hltt!'IJ, Mr. Gokhale "Ill ~tand out III LoW rehef liS 6 strong 
adVocDte o[ politICal IIH'ahllre'l to \I hich a good deal oC that progress 
Wll! be due. Mr. Ookhale'" deup studv of puLlic affairS made hIS 
st'rVI('lS lIlvaluable, and hlH tactful handhllg of them saved many a 
difficult SituatIOn. HI~ pili tWlpatJOll lJ1 tIle settlempnt of the South 
African Indian lju£>stlOn hll~ beon ackuol\lodgpd by Dll to have been 
productlvE' of solid re..,ultb, wlth Your Excellell!'),'R whole-heart.E>d 
and sympathetIC support, Ilnd his lakr bf'rVI('es in tbe cause of 
Indian education bhed lllstre on a hfe begun as a philanthropic and 
self.sacflficmg "orker in tbat cause. My Lord, if Mr. Ookhllle is 
remembered for his vaned and llm, eariE'd public activlty. his work 
in tillS Council "ill form a brilliant page in its hilltory. Those 
among the nOll·olticial member!; who had the privilegE' to be his 
f'olleagues bere, I'annot fall to miss hlm for much, especially for 
the acumen ht' a1\'II;'1\ dlhpla)ed m the diHcURRioll of tho various 
subjects, and his splendid leavening ot debate, but, My Lord, his 
brilliant example" ill be With U8 to inspire us in our humble work. 
Mr. Gokhllle had quite a passionatt· fondnesll for Council work, and 
even in the last days of hiS Rerious iIlnE'ss he waR auxious to join us 
bere. Indeed he WBS only Vrevb"lted from makmg the attempt by 
bls medical advI~r&. We owe it to our departed friend to pay 
this humble tribute to hill memory. 

Sir Gangadhar read a message from the Hon'ble Mr. Achariat­
expressing his deep seme of loss, and associating himself with the 
Council in their expressi:m of profound sorrow. 

His Excellency then adjourned the Council. 

The VIceroy in making his speech spoke with much e8rnelltDe~ • 
• nll feeling:. lind his rljUlarkfl wer~ Hllteq~ ~ with tbe deep8ll~ 
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attention. The non.official members of the 0000011 were in 
entire sympathy wilih all that His Excellenoy IBid regarding the 
late Mr. Gokhale. and the Indian members were particularly pleased 
at the respect shQwn to hi. memory in the IIdjournment of the 
Oounoil.] 

OPENING SARA BRIDGE. 

[The Viceroy opened the Sara Bridge on the morning of the 4th 
March inaugurating direct railway passenger comlIlllllicatioD across 
the Lower Ganges. 
• A large and representative gathering was in attendance at thT! 

head of the Bridge OD the occasion. Many well·known p~opl" wen! 
present including a large number of ladies despite the dull condi· 
tion of the weather. The Govern'.)t of Bengal accompanil'd by Lady 
Carmichael was the first to arrive. He was rlosely followtld by tift!" 
Viceroy and party. 

Mr. R. R. Gales, Engineer.in.Charge, addreB~mg the Vi()('roy~ 
IIlIid:-

Your E:uel1t7lc!/.-The bri<lge which Your Rxcel\ency has kindly 
oonsented to open hilS been called into I'XiHtence by tha grPlit and 
growing volume of traffic, mainly Jute and tea, which Originating in 

Northern Bengal seeks its natural market in CalClutta by the 
shortest route. The traffic has hitherto been crossed over the Ganges 
by transhipment in bar~es supplemented 88 the traffic inen'aMI'd by 
metre and broad gauge wa!'OtI ferries. The changeablhty lit the 
ohannel, the instability of the banks, the suuden rushes of traffic 
when the main staples have to be moved and the existence of • 
metre gauge on the northern bank and 8 broad gauge on thp southern 
bank have for years combined to produce conditions ~ltb whllJh 
Ilftither the railway adlrumstration nor its clients have been con· 
tent. The conlltruction of a bridge was firRt 8er~oU81'y proposC'd by 
~e Eastern Bengal Railway in JAA9 and 8 committee of engineers 
~p>inted to consider the questIon reported a brid~e to be feasible. 
'!'hie was followed by the preparation of a detaijed proJect by Bir 
F'rancis Spring. A controversy BrORe as to the best Bite for the 
bridge from a commercial point of view resulting in the aSBembly 
of a committee ronsisting of Mr. G. Moyle, Bir Frederic Dumayne, 
the Hon'ble Mr. W. A. ~gIiB, Mr. Radha Raman Kar, Mr. Norman 
McLeod and Malar SJodley. The committee recommended that the . 
bridge should be built at Raita. In 1008 the matter was referred to 
.. II600Dd (lOmmittee of engineers composed of \lte non 'hie Mr. W. A. 
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IngUs, Mr. F. Palmer, Bit William Johns, J4:r. 3'. AdAm and myself. 
The committee without minimising the dangers and difficulties of 
the project expressed the opinion that the bridge could be oon· 

\truoted at Sara with freE'dom from excessive risk. By that date 
the oonstruction of the bridge had beoome of the greatest urgeney 
ADd imporlance and in that year, nineteen years after the first 
inception althe project, the RIlDctian of the Seoretary of Btate was 
obt'lined and I was appointed Ellgineer.in.chief. 

The project involves two main ('onsPierations, stabilisation of 
the course of the river and the oonstruction of the bridge itself. 
The training works which have been undertaken have for their aim 
the retention of the river in its present alignment in the immediate 
vil'inity of the bridge. In 1868 the river flo'l\('d elose under the 
bank at Bhairamara, 'l\here trC'es are visible in the distllnce and the 
Eastern Bengal Railway ferry worked from therC' to Sara. Sinre 
that date thE' fiver has moved lIoross tIle intervening ('ouple of miles 
and 1910 found it where it ill now but cutting the east bank at the 
rate of about 200 feet a year. In the working seaRon 1911, two 
"toOne pitohed guide banks for 3,000 feet above thf' site and 1,000 
feet below were undertaken forming p(lrm!U1E'nt blinks betwMn 
which the bridge could Rafely he I'onstruoted. 'l'Jle trllining works 
include the pitchlllg of a clay noae at RaiLa nine mileR above the 
bridge and of a railway frontage lit Sara for 4,000 feet in ~()h ("ape. 
The bridge itself oonsi~ts of Iii spans of girders of S45 feet II IMh 

span with three land spans of 75 feet spall, at earb end. It Is 
founded on wen. sunk from 150 to InO feet below the low water 
level. It provides a double line of rails and a road.way. A head. 
wny of 40 feet aix,ve the high flood level is provided for ateamers. 
The outstanding features of the construction havE' been tIle USB of 
electrioity for the transmission of power over practically the whole 
of the work, the \IRe of conrrete blocks weighing 6 to 7 tons in wells 
in place of bricks, thus obtaining greater weight for the welJ sinkin« 
and enabling '''very rapid pl'Ogre8ll to be made both in buildmg and 
sinking and the employment of a 'I.ervice girder weighing 100 tons 
which floated ffOro spa.n to span, provided a cheap Qnd effiCient 
ste.«ing fot' the girder erection durinithe nine months of the year 
as againllt sb Ul()ftths during whioh the erection on n timber staging 
was possible. The years 1909 and 1910 were oocupied in surveying 
the river, the determining of the site, the acquisition of laJld, the 

• seeking out and acquiring of quarries, the laying down of service 
lines, the purchase and ordering of rolling stock. rails, aleepet'l and 
plan' and the erection of QUllrters, water supply, a hospital. power 

\ 
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houses, workshops, store sheds and the collection of vast quantities 
of pitching atone and other material!! required. 

A Jear consists of a pef'iod of floods and II worldng Nesson, which 
is brought to an abrupt termination in June by the arrival of the­
floods. Any work in the river which is not finished lind complc>tely 
safeguarded by the time of the arrival of the floods runs the risk of 
swift destruction, and it is this whieh causes the chief anxiety in 
building the bridge. The season, 1910·11 as mentioned before the 
construction of the right and left guide banks was undertaken and 
thAir completion before the floods waH jeopardised by two successi .. e 
outbreaks of cholera nmong the ('Mtllwork Jabour. However, suffi. 
cient was cventually done to ensure the mfl"tJ of the site. In 
H111.12 guide hanks were completed and the Raita bal1k si,al'ted 
and five wells werc romplt·tcd and the Bita bank was finif,lhed. Olle 
main span and scrvic .. girdl'r were also enwted. COllI and other 
strikes in England in Murch 1912 and lakr delayed the supply ot 
steelwork and both the spun and sl'rvictl girder Vo('re on'cted ugaiuRt 
time. The s(,Tvic'e gil'dl'r ill particular, which was erected as the 
steelwork came to hand, was the CRURe ot much anxi('ty owing to tho 
non·arrival of some impottant piecE'S. However, 0.)1 wero eventually 
rec('i ved aud the girder WIlS HafeJy struek thc day before thc floods 
eame down. 

In 1913-14 four remaining wells were sunk and eleven spanR of 
girder!! erected, five on a timber Htaging and six on the service 
girder and in the latter part 6f 1914, three remaining spans were 
erocted. 

On a servl(le gird,'r, thE're is comparatively so little to BE'e of all 
the work done in bridging and training a river of the character of 
the Ganges that Your Excellency will perhaps pardon an explana­
tory illuRtt-lltion. To thoRe familiar with Calcutta it may be flX­

plained that the part of each pier under water is equal in depth &.J 
the height of the Ochterlony Monument lind to visitors from Delbi 
~at each pier from foundation to girder is equal to the' height of the 
Kutub. A few figures will further assist the imagination. At high 
llood level 2t million cubic feet of pitching stone have been used in 
training works and a reserve"anil 39 million cubic feet have been 
used altogether 'in the bridge Bnd the training works. Each well 
weighs fifteen thousand tons, and all wells and piers together weigh 
three hundred thousandJons. Each span of girders weighs twelve 
bundred tons and the,,~ are thirty thousand tons of steE'lwork in the 
whole bridge. One million seven hundred thousand field rivets 
have been fut in at tbli\ site. 
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Owing to tho good fortune whioh haR attended the work it hM 
hf'en possible to construct the bridge for R iowC'r sum than was 
at ouo time' anticipated. Tho COAt, exclusive of further credits for 
plant, has been 300 lakhs of rnpf'f's mnde up of lOf! lakhs for train. 
ing works; 76 la1.hs for the approaches; and 211i lakhs for the bridge 
proper. It is anticipated that this outlay will be fully justitlf'd by 
thl:' incrflQsed traffio which will follow on the construe{.ion of the 
bridge Imd t,he savings that will bo effected by the ab01ition of tho 
~ivE'r services, the recurring cost of which i'3 equal to Q considernble 
part of the iut("reflt eharges on the capital now bxpended. 

I take the opportunity of bringing to Your ExcelJ~ncy's notice 
th'.l staff "ho have worked throughout so ably and indefatigably for 
the good of thc bridge. Of thoRe still here Mr. A1E'lCllnder's Rcrvioo!l 
in working out and funning tlw power plant have hecn invaluable. 
Mr. De\anol.lgerC'tle. Rl~ ays T('liable, hRA bUIlt half th(' bridge from 
thC' right bank; lIfr. PearLe, indefatigabl!' in all thingH, has in turn 
had ('harge of the ljuarripR fmd thCl IC'ft bank dlviHiol1s; Mr. Christie, 
OM of th!' firqt to join, has helped me loyally to thE' end. The 
I\cwura<,y of lIfr. Bmvqhay's culculntiom, hRS rontrihutC'd mm·h to 
tl1l' slIccess of th£' opprationR. Mr. Fmk hus bl'('n nil icle'al E'xnminer 
of accounts, firm and tadful, nor lllllst thosE' b(' omitted who, ra. 
called to lflllitary duty, havo taken their plac" in thc Ill'W armira 
at home-MuJe,r Cowie, ~ho qunrripd thC' greatE'r purt of tllo stone, 
Major Waiton, "ho blult half the bridge from tho Jdt bank and 
Captllin 'Marryat, who lUlIlcUpd thE' 1,000 tons servirp girder with 
the greatest coolness and address. Mr. Hush, also, \\ ho wus fl'SpOn· 
sibl,> for the very aueliL'bsfll\ working of the (·lectricul nnd mpC'hanica\ 
plaT)t, bas taken a temporary commission in the noyal Engineers 
in the New Army. Time falls me to arkno"ledge all the assistance 
received from Mr. H,ltcher, Mr. Salmond, Mr. Affleck, Mr. Black. 
wood, Mr. Connell and their truRtworthy subordmates and from other 
pl\St members of the staff, Mr. Edwards. Mr. Martin and Mr. Ker, 
who are here to-<1ay. Last but not leaRt the work owes a d",bt to 
Dr. Bishop for the rare and succesl$ with which he carried on a 
nampaign against disease particll\arly for tho cbolC'rn trE'atlllent with 
which. his name ~il1 always bo aSRo('iated. I have bow pleasure to 
ask Your Excellency to open this bridge to all doscriptions of rail­
way traffic and-to permit it to be named after you. 

The Viceroy said :-] 

Your Excellency, Latlies and Gentlemen,-Mr. Hales 
has told us that the object with which this bridge lIas been 

~ 
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built has been the serving of the traffic between Northern 
Bengal and the port of Calcutta. That an outlay of some 
four crores ot rupees should have been justifiable in order 
to provide bf'tter facilities for this traffi(' is the more 
l'emarkable when we cOllsid.,r how recent has been" the 
development of trade and of railway communication in 
N orthf'rn Bengal. Sixty years ago the engineer officerR 
of tllfl timf' wt'l"e still considering the best starting point 
for the proposed Calcutta-Darjeeling road and the first 
railway in Bengal, the Howrall-Hooghly section of the 
East Indian Ruilway had been opent>d less than a year 
previously. Dnrjeeling had only recently been taken 
unller British protection with tIle hundred 80uls who at 
that time constituted the f'ntire population of the district. 
Sevt'n yeal"A later the road was ['ltill unmt'talled and five 
riverA l'emained unbridgpd. It was not until 1877-78 
that the first section of th(' present Eastern Bf'ngal Rail­
way metre gauge ~yl'>tem, the Flection from here to Sili­
guri, W\lS opened. From that date commercial devf'lop­
ments and the improvement of railway communioations 
have in this area proceeded with equal rapidity. 41 the 
present time the territory which will be served by this 
bridge contains the greatest area under jute and probab­
ly the greatest area uDdf'r tea in the world. Nor has 
the limit of expansion been reached. It was but t~ 
other day that a through railway communication with 
~be Dacca and Mymensingh districts was elfected while 
th~ Gauhati extension to Assam ha~ been opened for only 
a few years. In each or these areas, in the province 'If 
A.ssam and the district of Bengal east of the Brahma­
putra, I look for the rapid development of railway com­
munications and for a corresponding increase of trade 
and general prospc-i~Y. But the advantage of tbN! great 
bridge will not stop there. It seems to me certain that 
be:fore Illany years are over these tracks will lorm part 
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of a trunk line of railway connecting India and Bunna. 
The depredations of our gallant enemy, the Captain of the 
" Emden," have had one advantage in ralling prominent 
attention tb the political as well as the commercial advan­
tage of a through railway connecting this great province 
with the rest of the Indian Empire, and I am happy to 
8ay that a strong party of engineers is now engaged on 
a survey of the several possible routes. 

I need not re-open the discussions which have occur· 
red during the period of 19 years which, as :Mr. Gales 

.. 'ba~ said, intervened between the first inception of the 
project for bridging the Ganges and ita sanction by the 
Secretary of State. These discussions ranged over the 
entire field of railway policy. They covered "mch vexed 
questionR as that of gauge and company versus state man­
agement, which have engend-ered controversy since the 
construction of the first Indian rail way was mooted 70 
years ago and are likely to caUge contention for mllnv 
years to come. F-ew will question the wisdom of the 
principal decisions affecting technical matters, that the 
bridge should be Luilt for a double line of railway on the 
broad gauge, that it should be constructed to a standard 
which so far as can he seen will rE'nder it capable of 
eanying the heaviest loads that can ever be placed upon 
railways -of that gauge. These decisions we owe, I beliE'vE', 
to the foresight of the latp Prpsident of the Railway 
Board, Sir T. R. Wynne. To the Railway Board of the 
day we also owe the equally wise deci-lion that you, Mr. 
Gales. should be {llaced in immediate ('harge of the con­
stTuction of this great work. ThE" magnitude of .the task 
which faced you eannot be adequately appreciated from 
the consideration of any mere statement of results or even 
of such enormous figures as those which yOlJ have cited. 
Problems bad in be sol,.~ which were unique in the 
hUtory of engineering science. Befo!,'e bridge building 

11:2 
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could be begun thf' Ganges had to be confined by these 
greut training works, eVf'ry pO'lsihility of danger from 
flood and from cyclone had to be thought out aLd plans 
had to be made for guarding against such possibilities. 
'fh'lt when thf' actual construction of the bridge was under­
taken, it was completed without a hitch awl practically 
without the loss of a single piece of equipment we owe 
fir!lt to i1le ability and forethought of tlH:' df'~ignt'rR, that 
is of MI'. Galf's in collaboration with MpssrA. Rendull, 
'l'ritton and Palmer~ Consulting EuginC'{>I's to the India 
Office, and secondly to the zeal and energy of the staff,.. 
employed. upon construrtion, that i~ of Mr. Galt's and the 
staff WhOf'le services MI'. GaleA ha'l been the first to recog­
nise. ~'he grt'ater a projt'ct the grt'at£'r the neressity for 
minute care Jegarding the perfertion of every detail, uuu 
if l,e had llOt had on tllf' Lower Gnng<'s Bridge a pichd 
staff of f'nginef'rs and nrtinct'r~, on whom impli('it l'elianc'd 
could bf' reposed, we bhould not, T fpel sure, have been able 
to congratubte MI'. (jale~ to-day 01' for m:my dn:v"! to 
coml' upon tI,e uchil'vC'ment of his ta'll" Whil£, this is 
naturally the Engineprs' day I cannot omit ihe work of 
the medical Ataff. Paksey has not alwuy~ enjoypd a re­
putation as a hl'ultll l'f''lort und Wf' all know what outhreaks 
of choll:'rn IHtve often meant on great puhlic works. 'l'hat 
the two outhrf'aks of C'holem which unfOltunately oc('ut­
rf'd werl:' rnpidly s1amped out and thnt Pskspy to-day is 
as hf'althy a spot SA is to be found in the plainI'! of 
Bengal, WI:' owe to thl' professional skill and devotion to 
duty of Dr. Bishop and the Rtuff who have assisted him. 

Now, YOUI' E~f'lll:'ncy, Ladif's and <lentlenlf'n, hut one 
duty l'euwinR for me. MI'. Gall'/:! has asked me to pl'rmit 
tho ·bridgt' to be open to traffic. I heIiev-e, Sir Henry 
Burt, that the bridge, with which I shall be glad to have 
my name associated, has bl'en in~p(>rted and tested by the 
Senior Gov~nment Inspertor of Railways in charge of 
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this circle and that the Itailway Board accept his report 
that it has been well and truly built and is ill all respects 
capable of carrying all classes of traffic without risk to 
public safety. On your recommendation, therefore, I 
have mu!'h pleasure III dpelal'in~ the Hal'dinge 13ridge 
open for the carriage of all descriptions of railway 
traflir. 

[Aft£'r bn'ukfllbting \I ith the guostA tho VicQroy left by Rpecial 
train for Calcutta, the Uovaruor of Bongai following later.] 

UNVEILING STA'l'lIES OF LOIWS UIPON AND MINTO A'l' 
(ALCUTTA. 

[Tho Viceroy arrived ill Calcutta from Sara lit 3 a 'cloek on the 4th Maroh 
ilftcrlluun "f tho 4th Murch. Ilis J~xcellcncy thon unveiled the 1916. 
stlltUllS ot LordH Hipon tlml Minto on the Red Hoae!. Tile 10th 
l\fiddle~cx lIIlti tho 7Gth HallJUts formed It nNrJi·cirde enclosing both 
stlltues 1Il11l tIll' Cukuttll Heottibh, the Port Defencc, Uw C. V. B. 
and a bljuadroll of the' 17th ell valry \1 UlC dm" n up nmn thl' ~h!l!nibnp. 
on tile lied Houd. (Jnc thuuband five hundred police hued all the 
eLOsblllg~ III the Vlcillit) lind the route from GovcrlllDPnt Boube. 
The Viecl'Oj waR ccolllpunied iu IllS curriage by the Governor. 
'I'he Culeutta Light Horse and a detachment of the Bou.l'guurd 
formed IlU escort. ()ll the Vicelo.), urriviug at thu statu\!s the 
NatlOlllll Anthem Wllb pla)cd und the troops presented arms. 

The monumeut of Lord l\1111to is in the form of a bronze eque~· 
tl'lan stllt,ue of Lord Mllltu mouutod on his favourite Arab horse, 
Now Mllllbter. 'I'11ll statue btands on II marble })cdcstai surrounded 
by a bronze frieze about foul' feet \llde and ubout thirty feet in 
l'll1gth. The frioze d~picta tho pcolJle of India (l('f'Jaiming their 
appreoiation of Lord Mi'lto's adminilitrlOtlon. On the front of the 
pedestal His Lordship'jj JUline and the date of his Viceroyalty are 
engraved and at the oppos'to cnd there io placed a shield bearing his 
family coat of arms. The metal used for the statue and ihe frieze 
"as supplied in th" shape of old bronze guns by the Government of 
India. The guns proved tc bo of an alloy very suitable for calting 
.and the founder, Mr. A. D. Burton of Thames Dihon, expf;;ssed 
satisfaction with the metal. Sir William G08combe Jobn, B.A., 
was eDtr\l6ted y, ith the oomrniss.ioD~ 
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The st!ltue of Lord Ripon, to whom the Viceroy referred QS Ripon 
the righteous, is a full length portrait and is said by thOse who 
knew him to be an excellent likeness. 

Among those present were the Bishop of Calcutta, Atcllbishop 
Meuleman, the Hon 'ble Sir Ali Imam, Sir Lawrence Jenkins, 
Generals E. S. May and E. B. Money, the Nawab of Murshidabad, 
the Hon'bIe Mr. R. G. Monteith, Nawab Syed Shamsul Huda, 
the Hon'ble Mr. C. F. Payne, Chairman of the CQ,fPoration the 
Maharajas of Burdwan and N ashlpur, the Hon 'ble Surendl'anath 
Banerjea, who reported on behalf of the Ripon Committee, and the 
Hon'ble Mr. F. H. Stewart, who reported on behalf of the Minto 
Committee. 

THE RIPON STA-TUB. 

Hi, Es:cellency the Viceroy, in unveilIng the statue of the 
late Lord Ripon said :-] 

Gentlemen of the Ripon Memonal Fund C01n1llittee,­
I feel that it is a very great privilege that I have been 
asked to perform the ceremony of unveiling the statue 
of Lord Ripon. It is not only that there has never been 
a Viceroy who has been more beloved, and rightly so, 
by the people of this country that makes it a velY great 
c0mplimeut tht the representatives of the people should 
have themselves asked me to take part in this ceremony, 
but in addition I myself had the honour of Lord Ripon's 
friendship which I valued mo'!t highly and C8,n testify 
from my personal knowledge to the wonderful gentlenefi$ 
and kindness of his heart and the soundness of his j udg­
ment. Years after he left India he held a prominent 
1,plllce in the councils of his Sovereign and to him, mOl'8 

lhan any other, men turned for advice alike in their 
personal difficulties and in questions of high poHcy. 

India to the last occupied a prominent place in hi.' 
thoughts and one of his latest public acts was to attend and 
take part in the debate on Lord Morley's Reform Bill. 
I do not propose to pal!S in review the history of his 
ndministration nor to stir the dust of past controversies; 
but,1 ,,"ould remind you that he came to India inspired by 

.' 
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the liberal policy of Mr. Gladstone and the sympathetic 
interest of our great and good Queen Victoria. He tried 
to breathe thfl breath of life iuto local bel£-government and 
it was in his Viceroyalty that that noble act of liberal 
statesmanship, the RtJndition of Mysore, was effected. He 
gave new life and organisatiun to the Department of Agri­
culture, from which have sprung so many beneficent acti­
vities. I need only enumerate the difiusion of useful 
agricultural information, the system of loans for agricul­
tural operations and later the scheme of credit Co-opera­
ti ve Societies. He took the gl'eatest possible interest in 
the ever present lnoblem of education, and while always 
determined to do nothing which ('ould endanger the ad­
vance of higher ed ucation he did much to organise and 
develop tearhing of an elementary character, the founda­
tion upon whiC"h the whole superstructure of a proper 
education has to be built. He saw the powerful effect 
that railway extension must have in preventing famine 
and gave a great impetus to a boldf'l' policy in this dlroe­
tion, though steadfastly refusing to allow it to throw any 
additional burden of taxation upon the people. He re­
duced the salt duty and from fhst io last was animated by 
an itttense desire to promote the welfare of the masses. 

A distinguished Indian, who enjoyed the honour of 
his friendship, tells us that his popularity in India arose 
Ilot so mueh in connection with the measures with which 
his Vice'lttyalty is associated as in response to his own 
unfeigned love of the people, his desire to broaden the 
ballis of their civic liberty, and above all his treatment of 
them as br()tners and fellow-citizens. When he 1irst 
arrived in this country he remal'ked in one of his ('arliest 
speeches that' it does .!lot become him who putteth on his 
armour to boast himself as one that taketh it off.' 

. Be refused to make any large promises but said that 
he w01lld prefer that when the time came India should 
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judge 11im by~ his acts. How favourable was t;hat judg­
ment was evidenced by the scene of unprecedented enthu­
siasm that took place "in Bombay when, four yeal'!! later, 
deputations from every part of India eame to bid him 
good-bye and innumerable addresses wert' prest'uted him 
and I tllink the secret of his success as Viceroy is to be 
found in the nuble words he used on that occasion. 'If 
England,' he said, 'is to fulfil the mighty tllbk which 
Uod has laid upon ller and tu interpret rightly the 
wondrous story of her Indimi Bmpire, she mu~t hend 
her untiring energies and her iron will to raise in the 
scale of llutions the people entrusted to her care, to impart 
to them gmdually more aud more the richest gifts which 
she herself enjoys lind to rule tlH'm, not for her own 
aggrandisement, nor yet for the mE-re profit of her people 
but with a constant and un wearied endeavour to promote 
thei!' highest good.' 

Happily was he known to the people of India as Ripon 
the righteous. 

THE MINTO STATUE. 

[Hi~ Ex('('lIency the Viceroy, in unveiling the btatue of the I"te 
Earl of Minto said :-] 

Gentlemen of the M il~t() M emu1-ial Fltnd Cu1Itmittee,­
It is my valued privilf'ge to-day to unveil th; statue of 

, my distinguit:lhed predecessor, the Earl of M.into. At the 
shol-t interval of time that has elapsed since Lord Minto's 
Viceroyalty e~lde'tl, it is not easy to appraise correctly 
the true value of un administration which has so recently 
passed into history, but tIle period during which the affairs 
of India were entrusted to his guidance was so full of 
interest that you will pel'haps forgive lIle if I dwell a few 
moments on one 01: two of the mme striking features. His 
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Viceroyalty may be described as 0. record of difficulties 
and dang<>l's bravely faced and honourably overcome. 
During the years which had preceded it there hUll been 
gathering in India a very considerable feeling among 
many moderate allll loyal Indians, who, I'onscious that 
they were capahle of taking un honoUl'able and useful part 
in the government of the count! y, contended that th!'ir 
legitiInatc ambitiuns in this din>dion were insufficiently 
recognised. 'l'hat intuitive sympathy, which was one of 
the most striking characteristics of LOl'd Minto's nature, 
was qui('k to recognise tIle l(>gitimate grieVlllH'C that under-' 
lay this feeling and he addressed himself without delay 
to finding a means of satisfying these aspirations. His task 
was rendered the more difficult by It small body of extre­
mists who hoped to wring ('onC('ssions from Gov(>l'lllnent 
by acts of violenl'e and crime. To a weakPr mall it might 
have appeared uecessary ou the appearance of this new 
agitation not only to meet it with repressive mPILSUl'(>S suffi­
cient to eusure the preservation of the publie safet,y hllt 
also to withhold all concessions even to tllOse [t/o!pirations 
which he regarded as legitimate for fear that he and 
his Government might be accused of yielding to threats 
and violence what they were unwilling to grant sponta­
neously. 

lcuced with ihill bituation Lord Minto showed that he 
possessed in addition to that personal eotll'age, which had 
alreauy won llim distinction in many different fields, the 
much rarer courage which enabled him to pursue his 
policy undeten-ed by the fear of being acrounted weak. 
He determined that the conduct of a very small minority 
should not force him to withhold reasonable concessions 
from the great majority of loyal but expectant Indians. 
This determination at length resultel in the establish-. 
ment of the enlarged legislative councila with which \"9'e 
arc now familiar Ilnd in the appointment of an Indian 
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to be a Member of the Viceroy's Executive Council. The 
inauguration of these changes will he within tle ntemory 
of most of you here to-day and at this short iDterval of 
time it is impossible to pass a final verdict uPQn their 
value. But I may say with confidence that the splendid 
loyalty of India at this time of the Empire's need is in no 
small measure due to the wise and sympathetic policy 
which Lord Minto pursued in the face of much opposition 
and he will always be remembered in India as one who 
tried to meet just claims for political recognition with 
generous and statesmanlike concessions. 

Ris relations with the ruling chiefs were marked by 
the utmost cordialIty on both bides, a l'esult largely 
brought about by the genial personality which had made 
him the object of affectionate 1egard throughout his 
career. There can be no question that his policy of con­
fidence did mu('h to promote the happy relatIOns which 
now subsist between the native states and the paramount 
power and we realisl' to-day th,lt LOld Minto might be 
justly proud of the magnificent contributions which the 
ruling chiefs have made towards the defence of the British 
Empire. 

I have dealt hItherto only with Llld Mint{J's work 
in his publir rapacity, but I feel that no appreciation of 
his character ran be complete without an allusion tc> the 
universal afiection and lespect which he commanded in 
private life. 

He was a true sportsman ill the vel'Y best sense of that 
term and his personality combined a most gallant spirit 
with kindly sympathy and the highest courtesy. He was 
indeed the beau ideal of a great English gentleman. 
I shall always remember with gratitude the honour that 
has been done me to-day in asking me to unveil the statue 
01 these two great men. May the memory of their labours 
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and their love for India long remain to inspire nnd dignify 
the public life of this country. 

[The Viceroy pulled two cords and unveIled the statues. A 
salute of 81 guns was tired from Fort WIlliam as the statues were 
revealed lind the guards.of.honour Blld troops presented arms. 

The :Nawah of Murshldabad proposed a vote of thanks and the 
ceremony closed.] 

CONVOCATION OF THE CAt.cllTTA. UNIVEHSITY. 

[His Rxcellency the VICeroy prosided over the annual Convoca· 6th Mal'OiI 
tlon of the Calcutta llnivf.'fslty at the Town Hall m thc aft('Tlloon 1915. 
of March the 6th. The bUlldmg is ncar to Government. ROUlla 

and the pohce controlled all roads m tho Immodlate VICInity and 
traffic was ~topped for Rome tIme beforo HI~ .bJJ.cellcncy amved at 
the Tov.n Hall. Comequontly there were few spoctators ncar the 
Town Hall and these consIsted of lower IndlUn classes. For fully 
an hour hAfore the VICeroy arrived the Town Hall was filled WIth 
students and rerlpJents of honours, among tho latter bemg a great 
number of Europcan and Indian ladwu ~ c!luog <-aps and gowns. 
But in SpIte of tho dOColatloDs, conslstmg of long r~d and ytll!ow 
streamers and large palms, thero ~as a qUiet dlgnlLy III the aimoe-
phme of the hall. The gatherlllg romalned hUbhell and expectant 
untIL the VICoroy BIllIlmgly ontored at :J o'clock, tlDd thon It burst 
Luto (,heermg awl agam lapsed mto dlglllfiod Silence. 'l'he V lOeroy. 
in the robes of the Chancellor, uceompalllcd by Lord Carml{,hael, 
the Hector, motored from Govol'llment Hoube and \las met at the 
foot of tne SialrUl.Se by the VlCe·Chancellor, mombers of the S;yndl' 
cate and the HegIstrar, who conducted hIm to tho ontrance hall, 
where he was received by ,he }<'3110WB. The VICeroy Il11d Heotor 
robed and headed a stateis proces~lon through the hall lind to the 
platfw-m. Among thoBe on tw. platform-were the Hon'ble Sir 
Lawrence JenkiDB, the Clnef JueLee, and the RIgbt Rev. G. A. 
Lefroy, D.D., Lord Bishop of Calcutta, who occupied seats on the 
dlii! to the tight ot the Rector and to the left of tho VICe-Chancellor 
respectively. IJ~.OfficIO l<'ellows, SIr Gooroodasa Ban01"] 00 , the 
Hon'ble Justice Bir .asut08b Mookt'l'Jee, C.S.I., fortner Viee. 
Ohancellors, and DeaD8 of Faoulties OCCUPied aeate on the dais. Seats 
were also reserved on toe dais for the Ron 'hIe Maharaja of Dar. 
bbanga, Dr. Rashbehary Gh08e and the Hon ble Maharala Mamndra 
Chandra Nandy, benefllctols of the Univ8llilty. 
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'£he Vioeroy, as Chancellor, declilred the Convocation open, and 
candidates for degl'oell were presented to the VlCe·Ch~ncellor, a 
lengthy and tedious procebs, in view of the number. l'ht>y included 
1,300 B.A.; 817 M.A.; 230 B.Sc.; Iili M.S".; 27U B.L.; 1 M.L.; 
2 M.D.; titi M.B.; 10 D.E.; 1 Ph.D. 

HIB Excellency then Ilddrel!sed the ConvocatIOn as followb - J 

Mr. Vtce-Chanoellor and Gentlemen,-It gives me 
much plt>ubUle to preside once more at your COD vocation 
and to welcome Dr. Sarbadhikal'i to tht' first Convocation 
a.t which lie has officiated as Vice-Chancellor. lfew 
people realise the grcat volu1UP of work, worry, and 
l(>sponsibility that fall to the VlCe-Chancpllor, and I 
think we all owe him a dobt of gmtitude for so cheerfully 
shouldering this burden and wIsh him every success in 
his heavy task. As I have already said on a previoll~ 
occasion, I value my position aEo Chancellor of the 
Cnleutta Univt'lstty, especially because it Imings me into 
direct contact with the IOtudl'nts of India, in whose wel­
f'are I am kepnly intrrestcd. I am glad also to think 
that during my VICeroyalty there has l)('en considerable 
progress in univelsity rducation. In 1904 the «niver­
sities of India were invited to take a higher part in 
the educatIOnal activity of the country than tIle mere 
examination of studl'nts taught in independent colleges. 
The Governmcnt of India assil>tl'd thl'm by funds to 
obtain closer control over the affiliated colleges by 1ilea.ns 
of periodieal inspection. The funds, however, were not 
'forthcom~ng at tha"t time to enable our universitills to 
undertake the important functions of teaching and 
research, and I am pleased to think that during my term 
of office Goven m~nt have been able to place the univer­
sities in a position to perform this duty. It is a matter 
of congratulation that this example has been followed 
witl. genl'rous gifts from two of your citJ~ens. I mean 
the lute Sir 'l'araknath Palit and Dr. Rushbehary Ghosh. 
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In the past few years the Government of India have 
contributed Rs. 12,00,000 for the capital l'cquirements 
of your university, which also now draws an allnual sum 
of Rs. 1,28,000 by way of subsidy toward its recurring 
requirements, 0. sum the capitalised value of which 
a.mounts to more than Rs. 3G! lakhs. 

I do not propose to give you 0. history of all that has 
pussed in this period. Indeed It would be impossible to 
do bO, for the mov{'ment which lws been initiated is as 
yet incomplete. We still stand on the threshold and 
amid the pn·Eminary difficulties of what I believe to be 
a new era in the history of Indian universities-their 
transition f10m a purrly pxamining to a partly teu!'hing 
university type. I may point out that thr numher of 
arts col1pg'P btudenis ~ll the arpu over which your ulliver­
Fity hold~ jurisdiction has lwtw(,pn 1910 and 1914 nearly 
douhl('(l, inUC<l.f,lllg from oY('r 9,000 to nf'arly lR,OOO; 
the annllal number of your llHitri('ulates IWA in!'rea'led 
from nearly a,ooo to nparly 7,000, that 01 your (!,raduutpA 
has tn·hled, and that of those who pass thp MaRiRr's 
dpgrep haR quach upled, and I mig-ht elabomte this expan­
sion nlollg mal,,"linf'1l and n"k you to rf'fil'('t what tlli"! grellt 
expnll'!ion means. I prefer, however, on tllis oc('asion 
to cOllfinp myself to three special ('onsiderations which, 
to my mind, alP of the first importance. 

The first is the increased interest which has arisen 
in the teaching of sciencl' subjeds. Univprsity in"spec­
tion comhinpd with an ord~ed pro('sdure in affiliation 
has, I believe, !'onsiderably raised thp standard of instru!'­
tion in the colleges. Some of the laboratories attached 
to these in:;.til utiOllR ('an now !'ompare favourably with 
any in the world. The tpft('}ling staffs havE' herD 
strengthened. Your advanced AtudE'Dts produce papers 
dealing with subjects of research which are accepted by 
le4ding scientific journals in E\U'ope. The benefactions 
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to which I alluded above were both made for the advanoe. 
ment of scientific teaching -and research. I am not fully 
aware of the disposItions you propose for the utIlisation 
of tht'se donations or of the Rs. 12,000 a year of Imperial 
grant which is to be expended on the upkeep of your 
university laooratories. But much as we admire the 
triumphs which India has achieved in the field of 
hUtnanitarian studies, it is a matter for satisfaction that 
her sons are now advancing aJong the path whioh will 
enable her to take her due place in a civilisation w4ich 
demands other qualities be!\ides those o£ poetic sonse or 
philosophic contemplation. While I am on this theme 
I should like to acknowledge similar advances made else­
where, for Dengal iii not alone in her awakt>ning to the 
need of scientific training. In Bomhay the contributions 
of a few public-minded citizens to the proposed Royal 
Institute of Science havt' totalled nearly R!l. 25 !aHa, 
while Sir Chinuhhai Madhav Lal has endowf>d the Insti­
tute of Science of A.hmedabad with Rs. 6 lakhs, giving 
a further Rt!. 2 lakhs to the Gujarat College with which 
it is associated. 

The second l)oint which I note is this. The univer. 
sities of India have recently made lauda.ble e:fforts, which 
ha.ve been substantially aided by my Government, to 
provine for themselves local habitations in the sha~ <If 
huilc\ings befitting their dignity and libraries wh!'re their, 
alumni may learn the use of hooks aDd the methods of 
investigation and research, which collections of books 
£1ou,e make possible. Nor has Calclltta. been behind­
hand. Thanks to the generosity of the Maharaja of 
Darbhanga. you '1r~ now possessed of a handsome library. 
The students of your Law College are accommodated in a 
hosted towards which my Government contributed Re. 8 
lakhs. We have also made a grant of Rs. 8 la.khs for 
the purchase of a valuable site whieh abuts oD. y011l' 
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u.niversity buildings and the acquisition of which should 
permit of a further extension. 

The last subject on which I !>hall speak is one upon. 
which I feel strongly. Early in my term of office I made 
a point of personally investigating the condltions in 
which students in Calcutta reside. It is a matter of comw 
mon knowledge that the~e condlhons leave much to be 
desired and that, even where in default of hostels tbe 
lodgings occupied are unobjectionable on sanitary or 
other grounds, there is little chance for that community 
and pleasant intercourse of hfe which Cardinal Newman 
described as worth more than all the teaching and 
examination which a non-lesidential university can prow 
vide. Two years ago your VicewChancellor described 
it as a matter of the deepest regret that visihle progress 
had not yet b(>(>n effected in the erectlon of hostels for 
oollege~ i.n thA city other than the University Law College 
and, he continued, 'to all interested in the welfare of 
our students, it is still a matter ot glave concern that 
they continue in many instances to live under very unw 
favourable conditions.' The University Law College has 
a commodious hostel. I am proud that it bears my name. 
There are also good hostels attached to some of tIle 
colleges. But 1 understand that a large number of uni­
versity students and practically all thosl' of certain 
colleges have DO pla{'e of resulf'npf' save wJlat they can 
find in the shape I sometimes, of licensed and subsidised 
hMtels up and down the city. In the past few years 
my Gavernmcnt has given out a capital g~nt of 14 
lakhs for hostels in Calcutta exclusive of the three 
l11khs gi'9'en for the Hardinge Hostel a.nd of a further 
24! lakh. given fol' hostels in the mofussil. Imperial 
funds ha.ve also contributed over 3} lakhs towards 
the building of the Unive1'l'lity Institute, on the comple­
tioll and 6UCOO$S of which I lay great stress as one of 
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the few social links which may bind your students into 
the corporatf' life proper to a university. Thus Govern. 
ment has done much. But I cannot conceal frorr myself 
that much more still remains to be done, and I would 
urge upon the University the desirability of consolidat­
ing its work by some concentration of en£'rgy on the 
rE'Riclf'ntial system without which the creation of new 
chnirs and the construction of new laboratories are but 
too likely to prove of little avail. Wlth a view to contri. 
bute towards this end and to commemorate this visit I am 
glad to announce that my Government will mllke (I. 

further capital grant of 10 }akhs to th£' UniverAity 
of Calcutta cn c£'rtain conditions for the building of 
hOlltC'1f1 fO! undel'graduatE'R studying' in affiliated ('oll('ge~ 
in CnIC'uttu. 

As this h tbe last occasion upon wl1irh I shall havE' 
Hie llOnoul' of presiding as your Cllanc('Uor at Convoca­
tion. I would like to addr('s~ a fpw words to the students 
of the univt'l'Rity I havE' myself be£'n a stuclent at the I 

UnivE'l'sity of Cambridgfl for a RpeH of 3t years and 
nltbough I cnn rt>rall periods of what s£'emecl to me tllE"n 
hard work and unwelcome drudgery, I now look back 
upon that time with gratE"iul enthusiasm as some of the 
happiest years of my life. I am aware that my tutor 
was a littl£, disappointed with me and the results of my 
l'xamination. Still it is not by the results of f>xamina. 
tions that one is truly able to gauge whethsl' a young 
ronn haR profited or not by his resident's in the univer· 
sHy. No~ ca.n it be said that thE' standard of education 
of a Rtudf'nt uud his utility in after-life depend upon the 
knowi£'dge in s!,>nYe Rpecial subject that he is able to 
8.s!.imilate in his brain for the time being. Still what 
I learnt and what I veritably believe to be even more 
"aluablE' for practical life in this world, was the power 
of cQncentration a.nd ~ssimilation, a.nd tb~ are qualities 
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that each and every student should ussiduously cultivate 
for himself and that no tutor, however gifted, ('an teach. 
I ':feel that I have here made a personal digression; hut 
what I wish to say a few words about to you to-day is 
the meaning of university life and the part tllat you 
students should play III it. In the modern State one of 
the chief objpcts of those who are responsihle for its 
good govprnment f.hould be the pncoumgement of the 
moral and intelleetual development of the people. The 
natural channel through which such progress should be 
~afely obtainpd is through its edueational establishments, 
such as univE'rsitiE's and schoolA. The primary schooll! 
are tIle lowest of SUf')} insti iutions and are iutfmdpd to 
educate and l'aise the peoplE' of ill(' I'loil, while the 
serondary school<l to whirh a comparativply large numher 
prom·ed are utilised for ihe devplopllif'ut of education 
and expan&ion of knowledge amongst a clasA of people 
who, as uReful mf'mbprs of lhe f'ommonwealth, are in a 
position to exprcise a beneficial influence on their sur­
l'ollndillg~ and on tho,,£> wlJO IHlw not had the privllpp:e 
of ('njoying similar advantages. But it is from the 
lmiVf'rRities that we hope and pxpect to find thosp pioneers 
of highf'r intellectual thought and reason who not only 
('olltribute to thp knowlpdg(> of tIl!' world. hut alRo im­
press upon the State the individuality of their views and 
the refining influence of tht·ir highpr aspirations. In 
thi!'! st>lIse the univPl'sity play" a very important part in 
the State since it is indisputable that, with hut lew 
exceptions, tl10se who rise to the highest positions in the 
puhlic and intellectual life of the nation are those who 
have passed through the portals of the university and, 
have thereby acquirpd not merely academic knowledge, 
hut 1\ wider outlook upon life, together with a more penp -

trating insight into the ways and character of meD. 
It is the higher and more intelligent life of the univel-

i' 
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sity that sllOuld be th(> training g'rou~d of the nation'/! 
most distinguished Bons, wheth£'r in public hie or in the 
hight'r intellectual pursuits. Thus it IS ill. accorda.ce 
wIth the duty of the State and an act of patliotism in all 
those concerned to maintain the universibes at the highest 
possible level of intellectual efficiency, and m so doing 
they may rest assured that, with the course of time, men 
of the highest talent and inwll£'ct will emerge and that 
theJr efforts will not have beeIl In vam. 

Now it is as well that students also should realise 
thf'ir duties and responsibilities iowards the univeIsj~ 
of whic'h each one of them i'l ,( 'lIDall but compon£'nt 
part. Just R'! tht'y E'nioy the advantage of the prE'stJ.ge 
of the university, so they should do all m their power 
to maintalll and evpn to uplIft it. The beRt way to dO" 
this is to make the utmost of theIr opportunitIes, to fOl~tf'r 
noble thoughts, to develop intdlectual1deas, and to strive 
to live at a higher level. The path IS ha1d and stony 
and it il> Duly hy lll('ef>l'>ant tUll and Rtrennous eftort 
that thof' goal of le,trning- ('an 1w rpa('hf'd. It is not ill 
the baC'1. waters of univen,itv lifp hut in the full St1 eftm 
of Dlpntal adivity and intellectual competition produced 
by contact WIth greater minds that the cultivation of 
the intellect cun be pt'rfeded. These are opPllrtunitIes 
which present themselves during your university carceer. 
To reap the full benefit of your reSIdence at the ullivel'",ity, 
you must strive for concentration in your Ideas and 

'I- ~ssiduity in your studle'l. At the same tnne there 18 

plenty of room for enjoyment and toil brings with 
it its own reward!', its own pleasures and. its own 

.. happiness. Tho~e ~who aim at reaching the higbest 
plane must live accordingly and must look for their 
pleasures and enioyment in the lighter side of intellec­
tual res~rob. DO" not :forget that the night cometh when 
no man can work. So also with chara.oter, without w.ieh 

\t" ' .. 
"<.-
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learning is of no avail to secure sueCeRS in lif~. The 
precepts and principles of character can only be incul­
cated from earliest childhood a"pd cannot be taught, 
though they may be inspired by noble example. As was 
said recently by a gleat English tltuteblllun, "you cannot 
have a class of character or a class of morals, but you 
can imbue individuals with the tone and atmosphere of 
vour univerl'lities and your proiesl!lort!." It is character 
ru combinatIOn with learning that makt's a man, the marl 
of whom tht' State needs so lIlalJY and for whom un­
fortunately the demand is far greater than the bupply. 
'Man is as he made lumsel£; man Will 1)(' as he makes 
lumst'lf. It is true that external cir{lumtltances may 
lllfluence the development of a nmn, nevertheless his 
ultimate formation depends lalgely upon himself, and 
in his daily life he is detenninmg his own future and 

. what sort of man lIe shall be. The highest code of ethics 
and of dlivalry, embracing honour, loyalty, uprightness, 
and devotion to duty for duty's sake,' are qualities that 
must be cultivated from infancy and a Hohle charactet' 
C)'eates by noble deeds a source of lllspil ation aud pro­
vides an example for future f'lllulutiou. Thetll' ale the 
men who sucoof'd in the world's rivalry and it is such 
men that I woulu wish to bee trained and developed in 
this great univel sHy. India has need of eVl.'ry one of 
such men and the need grows greater every day. So 
long as such men are produ{'ed ill the'lt' seats of 1purning 
uo nation need despair and I look forward with the 
rhope and C1'id1deuoo that the 'ltlldents of thifl univE'rsity 
in parti<'ular may evlh now and in the futurt> flO shape 
their lives that on their arrival at the age of maturity 
the-y may each in 'Iotheir own way, wllether in tht" DeJd 
of literature or H{'ience. or whethpr in public or privatE' 
life, render valullb),e allSiRtanf.'e and co-operation to the 
-a.ve11lment oJ India in welding together illto one I 

1'2 
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oivili.'led llnd progressive whole tIll' destinies of this great 
Empire. Thl:'y should also endeavour to stow to tbe 
world tllat the East is not only recovering Its former 
position of supremacy in the arts and sciences, but that 
India is ut the same tIme trailllllg up a race of men who, 
in the words of MiHon, the grl:'at poet and educationist, 
shall he "enflamed with the study of learning aud the 
admimtion of virtue, stirred up with high hopes of living 
to be brave lnPll Ilnd WOl tlJY plltrlOh, dear to God llnd 
famous to all ageb." 

And !lOW I have done and it remains for me take leave 
of you all, and in doing '>0 I wi~h to tell you how nit.eh 
the young mPll of India will always he ill my thoug1ite 
und in my prayers for thl:'ir own weHale and the prosperity 
of thir-. Ill!lian :Empite, so largely depl:'lHlrllt upon thenl 
and tllp!r pifort-;. I wlluld Eke to add on this o('('usion 
that it hal> hPf'n to me It sou]'('i' of great "ati"faction to 
h!Rl'n tllUi the!'p i~ a lar/!c numhel of medIcal r-tudents 
of thiio. ulliversit~, among'Rt the amhulancE' corpI' recently 
formpd and offered by Calcutta to tht' llliht:uy lluihoritlt'" 
for employment "ith our troops overseas, all ofl't'r Wllich 
the Govt'l'llUlt'nt of India havf' gUltf'ful1y lH·cepted. 
AltllOugh its de-;tinntioll has not yet bpl:'n clefinitt'ly 
settll'd, thi~ amhulam'e corps will probahly hI' 1'1l1ployt'd in 
Yf''lopohnnia and possihly as It river amhulance service. 
1 am ('ontidt'llt it will do well With tllE.>sl:' few words 
1 bid you farpwf'll and lllay God blaE's this Uni,tersity 
to all time. 

I will now call Up011 the V irl'-C'hancellor to address 
Convocation. 

THE VlrE-('HA>;cELTOn~ 

['I'hc Viec-('lulncellor in f<''lpOnllf' to Hi" Ex('cllenc, '" in-qitatkm 
refHrcd at gfPllt If'ngth to thp war Qna the ri!!o of tho Bpnr<:!lli 
Voluntel'f FIeld Ambulance ('orp", In this ~nection he sai~ there 
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must be much satisfaction in tho foeling that our universities were 
begiuning to bo alive to llational dutios lind reHponsilJilities lind be 
SlluRitiv(' to till' atmosphere about thrill. Not alollo to "knit the 
community tog<'ther hy ('ommon montal IIsAocistions and enjoy. 
mellt~, not alone to rcnder bervico to loarniug lind hcience, but to 
Gunob!!' a liu('ral educati01l by its Lruo adJund, real manlinrBs, and 
to elevate eh!ulIctor, aro not the l"aHt of tho-fullctiouH and privileges 
of !I ulliverbit,y." Regurding the \I ur he bald :-" No ('vent call now 
loom larger in all.v acadomic stoddllki11g. A bcginning has beell 
mado and II hl'n the din of battlo ha~ died dowl1 aud the smoke and 
d'Jst have dC/m'd, England nnd Jl1dia II ill, through ('vents and 
Ilg('1J('ies lil,e tlit'8C, be fur cloher to Ol1e anoth,'r thlln over for 
hlllll!llllt) 's good in fultihncllt of UIO divino dC01'l'O." Heferring to 
tho Challl'l'llor tllO Vico-l'rebident ~I\id :-" Fe,r a mOllll'ut another 
:ib(ll'ct of tIl(' II ',1' Ull1~L cngago our attentioll. Wo are highly thank· 
ful for the prcbcnce thid aft('mooll of His Ex('('lll'llcy the Chan('ellor, 
thAn whom lndian btu<lellttl IlIHl Indiull euucation hnve no truer 
friond. But wo rcr'('IVO him II itl! a borrowful heart. Ho hfl~ lust 
paid fI hc'avy "al' toll. It 1mb hOl'lI th" loL of fcw Vicero,Yij to bO(lr 
buch II loud of trinls and U('loaVClUonts III HO bhort a time and 
fcw have boruo them more nohI~. Rh!' th!lt 11111'80(1 him bllck to life 
llot long ago, herijelf Illy ('old III eIl'ath ~OOIl aftcr in a distant home 
wlwu llCW~ of \I('r bpoc'dy j'(·,tol'ution to hellIth WIIS dally U1(I>ected. 

'fhe tragic ('uel came uilnohL aL the mOllWIlL when not very far from 
thlij spot th01l8!lllcis of ~ ouug ilCal'tR, fOI WhOHO gootl sIll' toiled cvcn 
\lith Ill1r Illbt brcath, \I ere filled" ILl! pra~ crs for her curly recovery. 
Uefore till' IIOUllll could hc'al then' wus /'('adlly hlld down ill hiB 
()Oulltr~ '0 callbC allother llie no lel:l~ dear to him und. of I~hiob \1() and 
his country lind his sOVl'rci{,,'l1 "ere lUbtly proud. A quick 2uccebsioD 
uf afiiictioll", fill<) aud cruel liS thObe, daunt llot Your Chaucellor'8 
courageous heart. Ilt' Wh,jbC umpokcll watehwords hllYO over been 
: Duty and Devution ' bt!mUb out lib an t'xample IJpforll every lJlem­
bl'l' of thi, univchnt)'. In !iii.." Ie~Rcr troubleb Huch [I model wil! 
stand us all in I(ood .tead. In hi' umpeakllble ]Ot<s hili has grown 
dear to India a~_ Iq,dill bas g"'own dearer Ullto him." 

The Chancel:or thet dcdllred tho COllvocation d08cd I\nd IJL,. 
proceSbioll left the hall lIdllid chccr~.] 

PUBLIC SAFETY BILL. 

[The aboY{) Bill was taken into consideration and passed at tile 18th M&I'ell 
meeting of the IUlperial Legislative Council held at Deihl on the W 15. 
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18th March. There was a full attendanoe of metnbers and a large 
number of the public \\ ere present. 

His Excellency the Vioeroy in opening the proceedings said :-] 
I duly forwarded to the Secretary of State for sub­

mission to His Majesty the King-Emperor the followi.ng 
loyal resolution unanimously adopted at a meeting of my 
LegislatIve Council held at Delhi on 24th February 1915. 
" '1'hit; Council recommends to the Governor General in 
Oouncil that HIS Excellency in Council may be pleased 
to communicate to His Graciou& Majesty the feelings of 
sincere gratitude, devotion, alld loyalty with which the 
immense popul<ltion of India have heard of His Majesty's 
gracious personal attention to Indian soldIers in tht> 
theatre of war lind in hospital and the unswerving rasoltt­
tion of Indians to support the honour, dIgnity and 
prestige of the Empire regmdless of the sa('rifice it may 
entail on them." 

011 the 16th Malch I leceiyed the following reply 
from the Secletary of State;-

.. Plea'>e inform Counell that it has given me much 
pleasure to lay loyal lesolution before His Imperial 
Majesty the King. who has read it with great satisfac­
tion!' 

1 also received the following message from FIeld 
Marshal Sir John French: - •. 

If I am glad to be able to inform Your Excellency that 
the Indian troops under General Sir .1ames Willcocks 
fought with great gallantry and marked success in the 
capture of N ellve Chapelle and subsequent fighting 
which took place on the 10th, 11th, 12th and 13th of this 
m.oBth. The fighting was very severe and the lossel! 
heavy, but nothing daunted them. Their tenacity, cour­
age, and endurance were admirable and worthy of the 
beij.\ traditions of the soldiers o.f India." 
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I then sent the following telegram to Genel'a! Sir 
James W illcoch : -

"I have just received from Field Marshal Sir John 
French a telegram informing me of the great gallantry 
and mal,ked succeS!l with which the Indian troops under 
your command fought in the capture of Neuve Chapelle 
and subsequent operations which took plaeo on the lOth, 
11th, 12th and 13th of this month. I shall be glad if 
)oU will be so good llS to <:ollvey to the Indian bOOpR on 
behalf of myself, the COlllmalld(·r-in-Ohief, the Uovern­
mellt ,Ilid peoph' of India, our warm udlllIration of tbeir 
gallant hehaviour (wd our confidence that they will ever 
maintain before th", enemy tbe best traditions of the Indian 
Army." 

Bctore th!' fOl'ltlal illtrududion of the proposed niH 
to provido f,,1' t-pecial lUea~ur('s to bceure the publIc safety 
and t11(' defl;'Dt'e of BritIsh IlJ(lia 11l1d for the mOle '!peedy 
trial of certain offences, I would like to addreslI a few 
words to Hou'ble Members of my Council. 

In a speech that I made to.) 011 in this Council Chamber 
on the 12th J <lnnary I illiurlUed you of the desire of lllY 
Govelument that ~o far as might be possible the disC'ubsion 
of controversial questions should be avoided during t.he 
course of the war. I pointed out that in adopting this 
('ourse we should be following' the example of the British 
Parliament, where all political controv!'l'sy has been 
suspended durmg the war l>nd whpre tht' leadeIB of the 
Opposition huve refrained from any action which might 
t4tnd to embalTa8S the Government. In consequence of thi. 
decision my Govern ment have deferred the consideration 
of a number of important mea,sures, of a more or les8 
controverHial nature already introduced in CouDcil, as well 
as the introdu('tion ot other Bills. In maintaining.thia 
decision my Government have been loyally assisted "r 
BOIl'ble Members, and I should like to take this OPPQ1'~ 
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tunity of expressing my appreciation and gratitude for 
your attitude. 

In the lhll that lIS before you to-day I do not attempt 
to disguibe the fad that it is a llleUI>Ul'E.' that presents 
ol'enlll,g s for eon tl OVPI i'>y, and I would 11a Ye heen vcry 
pleased to think that we could have donI' WIthout it; 
but we have telt that a precautionary llieaSUle ot thIS 
n,tture hab become necessal'y in order to enbUl'e puhlic 
peace and tranquillity. You will obr,{'rve that it IS a war 
measure, to last during the period of the war and for Ilix 
llIonths afterward.,; tbat on t"nactn,ent certain importallt 
clause'! do not apply automatically to the whole of India 
but only to those districtb or provinces which upon tLe 
advice of Local liovernments may be notified by the 
Governor lienel'al in Oouncil. It rests with the people 
of India to decide how far it may be necessary to put 
those clauses into force. '1'he fact that such a Bill haB 
become necesl:>ary in India as U precautionary meUbure 
cannot be rt'garded us in any way a slur on the people 
since it follows in general outline the Defence o~ the 
Realm Act passed in both Houses of l'arliullirnt and now 
in force in the United Kmgdom; hut in so far as trial 
by eourt-martial is replaced by trial by special CommIS­
sioners is of a less drastic nature. Law-abIding England 
accepted thil!! mcasure without a murmur, realising that 
in such a situation ;,alus l)Opul~ .Iuprema lex. 

You 111(\) possibly ask what is the reason for this legis­
lation. To that I would leply that thert' i.~ cause for 
IJrecautionary measures and for the quickening up the 
procedure of justice. You may yourselves have beard 
rumours of attiompts to disturb the public peace. I know 
that some of you have heard them, and although I do 
not want to go into details, you may take it from me 
that Government are in possession of information that 
~rove~ conclusively that a precautionary measure of this 
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kind is absolutt'ly necessary to meet an emergency that 
mlly arise. '1'here is IlO Olle in this lalld more jealous 
tlwn I am of the honour of lwlia and of the btl'iking 
reputation for loyalty that Iudia so lightly deserves, and 
I am not dilJpuse<1 to allow the honuur aud fair fame of 
India to be tarnished by the criminal acts of a few ill­
bal:ull'ed miuds, at a moment when India's !IOUS lilt' shed­
diug their blood on the battle fields for the King-Emperor 
and country. It is a fact that 1 might lu1\e elected 
to proIllulg.tte an Ol(liuulIce embodyiIlg' tllr jlruyi~ioub of 
tIle A.ct that is III·io1'i) j"lH!; but for political l111a other 
reasons, and in view of tllr fad that Illy Legisluti \"e 
Couuril is ill seq~ion. I have preferred to take my Council 
into our t'onfidenee, to pluee tit(, matter before you, and 
to iuvite your help aud eu-operation in enacting a mea­
(juro 'in essential to til" puhlic \\t'al, and I um I'Ollfident 
that you will nut refme. I will nuw cull upon Sir 
HI·ginald ('raddu('k to move £01' It'u,,,, to iutlOdu('c the 
Bill. 

Dl'DGET DEBATE, lU15·16. 

rThe ,wnual dehate on the Budget took plllPG In the last ITI( ding 25th lfilic/l 
of the IHll'Pfial Ll');lsiatlvu ('lIllllui of til(' ]H14·1r; H"H;,JOIl lit Di'lhi. 1916. 
Many 1101l.(lfiIC131 m'~lI1bcr~ spoke, IJlO~t of th,'1n I.'xprcbbing the hope 
that Lord Hl.mlmge·b tUlm of olbel) nllght bo extended. 

HIB Excelloncy III doslIIg tho Dcbllte Illld HebbJOn spoke ab 
iollo\\ 8 . - J 

We are now aIJproacllin~ tJle cluse of another session 
of this Legiblative Council, and before we di~pl'rBe I 
would like tl' sa.y a frw words upon the budget alld 
other matters of general interest. 

As regardr, the memorable budget which has been 
under discussion this sessiun, it is a matter of much 
satisfaction to me that all its important decisions-those 
for example relating to taxation, capital outlay and 
borrowing-have commanded practically unanimous 
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acceptance both inside this Council and beyond it. The 
imposition ot additional taxation at the prl;lsent time 
would not in tlur judgment have been justified either by 
financial l'equirl'ment!l or by the present' economic condi­
tion of the country, and our attitude in this matter has, 
1 . think, been thoroughly unden,tood and appreciated. 
As regards capital outlay, we have had to strike a mean. 
At 0. time hke thill, material development must inevit­
ably be retarded. But our cUI)ital programme is an 
mtE'gr.tl part of India 'b financial system, and must be 
lUaintainl'd on It scale bearing bOlD!' reusollil ble rt,lati"u 
to past standards, if excesbive hardship and dislocatiun 
are to be avoided. Our borrowing arrangem('nt., 
naturally follow from the conclusions on these two 
points. We aro fortunate m being able to see our way 
to can'ying them through without straining our credit, 
or drawing to the full on reserves whlCh lllay aftl'rwal'ds 
be required to meet the lllany contingencles of another 
year of war. 

Sir William Meyer's most interesting recital of the 
financial events of the war period brings out convinc­
ingly the inherent soundness and strength of India's 
financial position, and this has been recognised in 
every qual'ter. It is quite true that our revenue has 
8uffet'ed and that our resourcetl have been dt'ple~d in 
other ways. This must be e:>.pectl'd in a country whose 
fiscal system is so directly respon&ive, under almost 
every ~ead of revenue, to ftuctuating economic condi­
tions, and whose Government performs 80 many financial 
functions beside, that of looking aftt'r its own balances. 
W e undoub~ly undertake in this country some heavy 
financial responsibilities, some indeed from which other 
Governments, the Home Government for eXRmpl8", are 
exempt. But we afe in a position to say to-day, after 
eight months of WRl', that these respollsibilities h4\"'. 
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been fully dischal'g'ed, and that the strain which was 
thrown on us at the outset has now sensibly relaxed. At 
the same time we realise fully that another year of w.p.r 
must bring with it many unknown possibilities; and if 
further burdens are thus thrown upon our finances we 
are not unprepared to lli'lilt them. 

I turn now to the economic questions which have 
l'ecently engaged my attention and that of my Govel'll­
ment. The principal question under thi! head has h(1cn 
the high prices of wheat. When I addressed you ut the 
beginning of this sl:'ssion we had already restricted the 
exports frum December to the end of March to a fixed 
quantity, in order to secure that only a limited pro­
portion of the surplus remaining over from the old Cl:Op 
should be exported, and we had also ta ken powerl; to 
enquire into the existence of stocks, and, if necessary, 
to take over Buch as might be unreasonably withheld. 
The enquiries ('onducied lly Locul GovernmC'nts show/d, 
however, that such stocks were not in f'xisi€nC'P, and 
further action in this direetion could have had no good 
effect. It. was therefore apparent tJwt tJJe only possible 
policy was to ·10 what we {'ould tu relieve- distresf> by 
cheap gruin shops and the like, and to await the effect 
on pricl!s of the new crop which usually begins to operate 
some time in February. World prices, however I con­
tinued to rise, and it became necessary in the interests 
'Of the Indian ('onsumer to take steps which would 
ensure the effect of the new crop making itself felt as 
BOon as possible. No o'rdina:ry measures would have 
suffice-d, and the urgency of the situation called for 
decisive action. We accordingly issued the announce­
ment that all private export of wheat would be pro­
hibited on and after the 1st April. Our object was to 
ensure that as supplies of the new crop, which I 'am 
glad to say promises to -be one of the finest on record, 

\ 
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began to be marketed, they should be uBed to relieve 
the undoubted shortage in Inuia instead 'J! uemg 
attracted to other countries by the high price I:! prevalent 
in the markett! of the world. The results of this 
;..nnOUllcemellt were immediately beneflCial and prices 
promptly declined to a more reabonable level. At the 
same time '\\6 have llot neglected our rel,ponsibilitiet! to 
the cultivator and to Indian trude. 'l'here is every ilign 
thut there will be an unusually large burplus this year 
available for export, and while we llltend to keep export 
under our own l'ontrol in Ol'del' that price;, may not he 
driven up again by buooen and exce"bive c~portai.ion. 
we are ('<}ually dOliil'oUS of allowing 0111' export trade to 
be carried on, 80 fllr Ub is compatible ,\\jth the interests 
of the Indiun (,OIHsumer. I trust that this double objert 
will he achieved by the bcheme which has already been 
laiu before Council in a h'cent debate, Undf'r this 
-llcteme we lihan leep the control of purchases for export 
in our own hands and wo hope thus to be able to emure 
11 moderate level of priceb; to safpguard the C(JIlSUlllel', 

and yet not to disappoint the cultivator of his legitimate 
profitt!. 'l'he f.wt that ,\ e shall have created an IIrtifi-_ 
('i:tlly low level of price:'! in India as compared with 
prices in the other markets of the world, implies that 
expO! i lllay ut' conducted on l\ considera hIe margin of 
profit. We hope to make arrangements hy which such 
profits as may accrup to the State under tl1irs Ilcherue 
will not be utilised, as is our revenue from normal 
sources, to meE't thfl ordinary expeuses of administra­
tion, but will be.,devoted to some special purpose for the 
advantage of 1:he people. It is not possible for me now 
to say what this will be, but I have noted with sympathy 
the feeling expressed during the debate in my Cvuncil 
in favour of such profits as may accrue being E"xpendpd 
for the benefit of the agricultural classes. 



SlJeec/zea by II. ~. Lord I1arJi'¥lge of Penshurat. 1';. 

Budget Debate, 1916-16. 

In addition to the control of wheat, my udministrn­
tion has had to bear itl:! part in the polIcy which is being 
110 vigorously and successfully prosecuted hy the Imperial 
Government for prevt'nting ~uppli('" of foodstuffs and 
l'UW materials reachin~ the countries with which we are 
at war. The stridest watch has oeen kept upon our 
trudf' with neutrals. Pro}ubitions and restrictions have 
been impost'u where necesoary, alld I have pleasure in 
testifying' to the l'eadllless with whieh tho comul('l'cial 
community hao; /Submitted to tlie'>e lH'ee"lHary intel­
ff'rf'uces wit h the ordiuary ('ourse of trade, 'l'rading in 
India by firms or compal1ie~ containing II hostile element 
has heen put an rnd to, und thp pro('es~ (If closing down 
SUi'll lm;.illf'SM'f; i;. beiug' ('aI'! ied illtu pUt'('t with due cau­
tion in ordpr to avoid p(lH'liblp injury to Indian l\lid 
British illtprl'foot", A.t tbl' sault' tiIllP my Governnwut 
have heeu g'l\'illg f,lll'h as"ist:nH'l' II;' tllf'Y ('an to IlIIliun 
illdu8trie~ in it.. eude.n'(Hu" to takp uilvuutagp of the 
opportunity Tor p)"pa1Jsion aftonlE·tl hy thp (f'~lmti()1l of 
impol't~ hom GNmallY and Austria llnd other e01JtJ1H'n­
tal ('ountri('s affpctf'U hy thf' wnr, I ~llOul<l likp to add 
that the wlwlf' qUI't-tioll of jJ1'omotion of ilJ(lu~tl'ial df'Vel­
opment in India i" Oll(> whi,'11 lin" lWPll and is n'(,f.>iviu~ 
the mo.,t (arpful ('onsidl'ratioll of mysf.>]£ and my 
Government, and I am glad to find from the prominpnt 
pluel' whieh it has taken in the dl'batef> of my CouIlcil 
this s.esRion, thnt it is also occupying tIl!' minds of public 
men in India, The pre.,ell+ timf.>, WhPll comm{'rce and 
finance are naturally disturbed hy a grpat war, when 
men's minds can hardJy he e.xpectE'd to look on economic 
problems from tl1ei,- normal ang]e, is not in my judg­
ment a Imitable moment for taking sppcinl artion or 
for initiating special enquiries as to how IlPst t111t'1 end 
may be nchif.>vpd. But it is a question, the importance 
pf which is very pre~ent in my thoughts, nlld it is (lpe 


