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which I shall hope to see taken up vigorously and effect-
tively as soon as normal conditions have supervened,

Since I last addiessed you on the subject of the war
in Europe, the position of the allies in Flanders has
been maintained and improved, while in eastern Prussia
and Poland the tide of war has ebbed and flowed. The
recent success at Neuve Chapelle in which the Indiau
Army Corps took so prominent a part has been a source
of satisfaction to us all. In the meantime the British
fleet has marntained its absolute supremacy and having
swept German commerce from off the seas recently
administered a severe punishment to a German squadron
that wished to make a further bombardment of unpro-
tected towns on the British coast. The economic pres-
sure created by our supremacy at sea is gradually having
its effect 1n Germany and the piratical policy now being
pursued by German submarines is proof of the extent to
which that pressure is beiug felt Happily the efforts
of the German submarines have met with very little
success, and their number is diminishing under the
losses that they have experienced. In any case such a
policy can have no possible effect on the eventual result
of the war, and there cun be no doubt that the day of
triumph of the allies who are making huge sacrifices for
the right of all free nations to live their own lives and
follow their own destinies is slowly but surely dawning,
when the monstrous theory that one military nation can
impose by brute force her will and barbarous code of
civilisation upon all others will be finally shattered and
hurled into atter .ob¥ivion ahd darkness.

In the Near East Turkey is beginning to experience
the folly of the policy into which she has been forced
by the reckless disregard by a small military clique
under German tutelage of her best and highest interests,
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On every side where the Turkish forces have beer
engaged in fighting against the allies they have me:
with reverses, and the moment is rapidly approaching
when, if the Turkish Government are sufficiently wise.
they will throw themselves on the mercy of the allie
and thus free themselves from the German yoke.

As an indication of how little the so-called Turkisl
Governmenti is in touch with the real sentiments of the
Turkish people 1 may mention that a few weeks ago 1
saw a letter written by a resident in Constantinople in
which after describing the oppression und exaction of
the military authorities the confident opinion of the
middle and lower classes of the Turks was expressed in
the saying that ‘it will be all right when the British
Hlieet comes up.”

As you are aware 1 paid a short visit to the Persian
Gulf and to Basrah a few weeks ago. It was a great
pleasure and advantage to me to have an opportunity
of enquiring into the whole economic, commercial and
political situation of the province of Basrah, and also o
visit our troops in their advanced posts within six or
seven miles of the Turkish Camp, which was plainly
visible and to congratulate them on their prowess and
splendid bearing. One could not but feel very proud of
them all. I had also time {o visit the hospitals in
Basrah and was glad to be able to verify the fact that
all the sick and wounded British and Indian troops are
being well and carefully tended.

As regards the province of Basrah it struck me as
»me of immense potentialities. Under Turkish misrule
it has greatly suffered and the population of the sur-
rounding country is conmsequently very sparse. At
mall expense the city of Basrah might become a
splendid port, and the port of exit of all the trade.of
Mesopotamia and Northern Persia.” Merely the fringes
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of the Shatt-el-Aralb have so far been cultivated, but the
soil is extremely fertile and only the most elementary
schemes of irrigation are required to extend indefiritely
the area under cultivation. The climate is splendid
and resembles that of the Northern Punjab. I cannot
conceive of a country more suitable for Indian immi-
gration in the future when a more stable form of Govern-
ment has been established. That country may then
really become a garden of Eden and blossom like a rose.

You are awuare of the declaration made by the
British, Fiench and Russiun (Governments of the
inviolability of the holy places and of the freedom of
Jedda fiom attack so long as there was no interference
with the Indian pilgrims. Solicitude tor the welfare of
pilgrims generally prompted His Majesty’s Government
on heunring that therte was a shortage of foodstuffs
at Jedda and Mecca, to arrange for supplies to be sent
there for distribution by the Italian Consul at Jedda.
I regret to state that the Turkish authorities, in spite
of the protests of the Italian Consul, have seized for
military purposes a cargo of 30,000 sacks of barley des-
tined for the pilgrims. Until therefore we are able to
receive some definite assurance that any further supplies
that may be sent will reach their proper destination it
will be impossible for His Majesty’s Government to
make any further similar arrangements.

On the north-western frontier the situation remains
normal; and although there have been attacks on our
advanced posts by trans-frontier tribesmen, they have
been gallantly and successfully repelled by our troops,
militia, and tribal levies.

It has been with a sense of profound regret that I
have learnt that an address to His Majesty the King-
Emperor uagainst the draft proclamation creating an
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Executive Council for the United Provinces hos been
ca-rned by the House of Lords. It appears that out of
a total of nearly 650 Peers of the Realmn and in o House
of only 73 Peers, the motion against the draft proclama-
tion was carried by 47 votes to 26." No information has
been received of any similar motion in the House of
Commons, and we may therefore conclude that the pro-
clamation has not been rejected Ly Parliament as a
whole. As you are aware the proclamation was approved
by the Governor-General in Council, by the Secretary of
State in Council, and by His Majesty’s Government,
and in accordance with the law was laid upon the table
i both Houses of Parliament. It may seem to you, as
it does to me, a matter of serious concern that it should
be within the power of a small body of Peers, who per-
haps hardly realise the rate of progress made in this
country during lhe past few years to throw out a pro-
position put by the Government nf India and His
Majesty’s Government before Parliament willl the full
approbation of Indian public opinion. It seems clear
to me, under the circumstances, that a modification of
the law by which such procedure is possible is absolutely
essential, and I trust that this will be recognised by
His Majesty’s Government.

Nobody can reasonably contend that, with the advance
of civilisation entailing the discussion and solution of
new quesfions of ever-mcreasmg complexity arising
every day, one man Governmert is better than Council
Government. The principle of Executive Councils for
Local Governments by which the local administration
is less dependent upon the personal equation and which
ensures a greater continuity of policy has already taken
root in India and cannot now be eradicated. Moreover
the inclusion of an Indian gentleman in the Council of
a province is to my mind a source of great strength to

" |



82 Speeches by H. E. Lord Hardinge of Penshurst.

¥
3

Budget Debate, 1915-18, }

the Governor or Lieutenant-Governor. I speak from
my own experience, and have no hesitation in saying,
without any idea of flattery, that the presence of my
friend Sir Ali Imam on my Council and his knowledge
and experience are and have been of the greatest possible
advantage to me and my Government. I can well under-
stand that all educated people of this country will he
disappointed at the result of the action of a small party
in the House of Lords; but I would ask them not to be
depressed, for I regard the proceedings of the 16th March
in the House of Lords os only a temporary set-back, and
T feel as confident that the United Provinces will have
its Executive Council within a very short period as that
the dawn will follow the night.

The activities of the Council during the current session
have mnecessarily been circumsceribed by the decision
to avoid as far as possible all controversial business.
Nevertheless some measures of importance have come
under your consideration. I mneed only refer to the
measure recently passed in this Council to secure the
defence of India-and the public safety, in order tn
express the thanks of Government for your loyal co-
operation in enacting that measure. Another Bill of
importance has also been passed in this Council, wiz.,
the Assam Iabour and Emigration Act which T hope
will mark a stage in our efforts to remove abuses attend-
ant on the present system of emigration and in securing
that the welfare of labourers recruited to Assam is
adequately safeguarded. The only other measure of
importance to which I need allude is the Benares Hindu
University Bill which was introduced into this Council
on the 22nd. 1t will be a source of gratification to me
if this measure becomes law during my tenure of office
as Qovernor-General. It is too early to speak of the
Possible effects of thig Bill, but T have every hope that
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it will do much to promote the cause of education and
to encourage learning and research amongst all closses.

In the discussion of resolutions, though the range of
subjects has also been limited by the exclusion of con-
troversial matters, much valuable experience hns been
gained. I may refer tu the discussion on the export of
wheat as particularly instructive. It enabled the
Government to ascertain the views of the Council on the
subject and to make an important and effective pro-
nouncement of its policy. The discussion on the man-
agement of State Railways was of equal importance and
interest. In these circumstances, although our session
this year has not been a full one, I think we may con-
grotulate ourselves that we have done a considerable
amount of useful work in spite of the difficulties which
have confronted us.

I wish also to say one word of a personal nature. I
thank you for the kind words that so many of you have
been so good as to speak of myself and my administra-
tion. T am very grateful and shall always treasure
those words, but I have only done my duty; and
although I love Tndia and wish always fo do my duty
towards her, the question of the duration of my stay in
India is not one that is in my hands.

With these few words I will now conclude, and in
adjourning this Council sine die I wish you all a very
happy return to your homes,

BANQUET AT GWALIOR.

[His Excellency the Viceroy paid a visit to Gwalior at the end 80th Mareh
of the Deihi season of 1914-15. 1918,
At a banquet given by His Highness the Maharaja on the night
of the 80th March His Highness proposed the Viceroy's health in
the following terms :—
Your Excellency,—Permit me, Sir, on bshalf of myself, my
family, and the people of my State of all grades sud oclasses to
62
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express to you our hearty welcome. I am sure we are gresily
indebted for this honour which has been conferred upon us in spite
of the formidable distractions of the moment, and the constant
montal strain it must mvolve. On the other hand, undoubtedly
this honour would have come to us long before this except for events
the memory of which it is exceedingly painful for me to recall.
If in alluding to them I am guilty of doing the inopportune, my
excuse must be that the shamefulness of the one and the sadness
of the other are only equalled by the depth of admiration and
sympathy evoked throughout the country by your calm coursge,
exemplary fortitude, and unfaltering devotion to the good of thua
countiy. While we are deeply thankful to Providence for carrying
you safely through the trials and tribulations of the most harrow-
ing character, we cannot help fesling grateful for jour inflexible
determination to go on lahouring mm the cause of India, which
unquestionably you have made your own. We pray that the
Almighty may keep yvou from all further trnals, and enable you to
grapple successfully with problems which may still remain to be
solved. T sincerely hope and pray to God that you will see them
all through, thus placing the administration of this country on a
still sounder basis, which would result in greater happiness and
satisfaction all round, and make India more literally than ever the
jewel of the British Crown,

Speaking for myself, I may say that not only do I regard it as
my highest privilege to be afforded the opportunity at any time to
sorve His Majesty with all the resources at my command, but I
am, nay I am sure we are all, fully conscious—(and never more so
than at this moment)—that the stabiity or rather the very exist-
ence of our possessions, and therefore of the opportunities we have
of doing good in the world, are entirely dependent upon the conti-
nuity of British rule in India.

Though we all must, and do deplore this terrible war, yet there
is no cloud without a silver lining, and we may take some consola-
tion from the thought that it has not only helped to reves! the
.depth of the devotion of the people, high and low, of this country
to the person and throne of their Sovereign, but also to unite two
nations, the subjects of 8 common sovereign, in a bond of kinship
snd mutual co-operdtion as no other event could have done. Your
Bxcellency, I state it as my deep, conviction that in no manner
could the Government's confidence in the whole of India have been
more convincingly demonstrated, and no more practical measures
of elevating for all time the position of His Majesty's Indian
subjects could have been found than the giving to Indjans of the
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opportunity of maintaining the dignity and integrity of the Empire
side by side with their brethren of England and the Colonies. And
in affording this opportunity, in an ample measure, Your Excellency
has not only done a graceful thing, but a thing which could be
conceived only by an intellect of the highest order of statesman-
ghip, and prompted by a heart alive to the deepest cravings ol
human nature and instinet with the subtlest and tenderest of
bhuman sympathies.

Ten years ago when I had the honour of welcoming here our
gracious Sovereign when he visited this country as the Prince of
Wales, I took occasion to express the following sentiments:—
‘* Whatever useful work has been, or 1s being attempted in the
various departments of my State has but one ultimate gosl, ws.,
to help “towards the stabihty of the British Empire, and with that
end in viow to smeliorate the condition of the people over whom
I am called upon to rule.” T hope I may say thet the professions
I solemnly made in the presence of our future Sovereign have nob
proved to be exaggerations. A portion of the army maimtained by
me is at the present moment, I am proud to say, trymg to do its
bhumble best in threa different theatres of war—in France, Egypt,
and East Africa. And the savings of money effected by a sedulous
study of varied economies have, I trust, been spplhed in a fair
meagure towards helping the Empire in the hour of its need Your
Excellency, wliule the shadow of thig monstrous war hovers over
tbe Empire and forms an all absorbing topic, thore can be liftle
inclination on the part of anyone to tiavel along sny other lines,
even though tho outlook is as cheerful as it could be, and the final
issue of the war practically a foregone conclusion Considering,
however, Your Exeellency's interest in the concerns of us, the
faithful allies of the Brilish nation, and your well-known desire to
foster and help progress along their own paths in the Statos of
India, great and small, it may not be out of place for me to refer
to what has been attempted and accomplished in this State during
the last few years. It 15 obviously awkward for me to speak either
st length or with any emphasis of what we have boen attempting
to do or think we have done. I shall, therefore, be as brief as poa-
gible. Before I ackually ccmo to details, I must say that my expe-
rience of the affairs of Btate is necessanly himited, being confined 0
our own organisstion. However, on the basis~of that small experience
my policy in regard fo various matters has been evolved and is
steadily developing. First of all, then the importance of educating
the people under the control of & civilised administration has been
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recognised at sll times, and the placing of education in India on &
sound basis is undeniably one of the burning questions ef the day
in this country. This State, like several of her sisters, maintains
an Arts College. In addition, she maintains several special insti-
tutions and organisations such as industrial schools, the Civil Ser-
vice Institute, the Normal and Model Schools, etc., for the general
benefit of the people, and the special benefit of the State’s services.
But where an attempt has been made to broaden the base of the
education imparted in the State upon the ancient conceptions of
morality, public responsibility and loyalty, and upon the special
modern requirements of the masses of the people, is in the provid-
ing of suitable text-books along with trained agency for instruction
in primary and secondary education. Incidentally I may say that
the education of the agriculturists has received special -attention.
Some of the text-books prepared bear directly on agriculture
Instruction for the zamindar up to a certain standard has been
arranged by an indirectly obligatory measure, and without being
guilty of self-praise I may be permitted to add that I bave designed
anl written a book called Zamindar Hitnari, which sims at broaden
ing the outlook of the landholder, and making him fit for the dis-
charge of his dutics snd responsibilities, instead of remaining, es
he bas been for generutions, a mere puppet in the hands of the
village officials, Femsle education is also, I am glad to say,
becoming popular day by day.

While on the subjoct of education, I msy be permitted to indulge
in o general observation. Here again 1 may of course speak only
in terms of my limited experience. I am convinced that if educa-
tion is to produce the happiest results in this country, it must not
be confined to the teaching of the text-books and the delivery ot
lecturee on prescribed subjects in the class room. What is really
wanted is & closer supervision combined with fatherly treatment
on the part of the teaching staff. They should be made to realise
that it is & part of their business, and by far the most important
port, to endow their pupils with the correct perspective. Then
again the fatherly relation between the teacher and his pupils should
not be confined to the class room. He must understand that it is
his business to check and correct boys and girls in his care when-
ever and wherevei they require guidance, and this process of cor-
rection must extend alike to matters of personal behaviour and to
matters which are likely to affect the fubure outlook upon life of
these young people. This is the more necessary in India as the
children in this country have not the advantage of home influence
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snd a uniform wholesome atmosphere which their compeefs in the
West have.

Turning now to agrarian matters, I am happy to be abls to stats
that a more hiberal settlement of land revenue is now in progress
It is permissible to hope that this will lead cventually not only to
general prosperity by bringing under the plough the existing cul-
turablo wasge, hut also to rostore to their former level the land
revenues of this State, which have fallen on aceount of causes too
well-known to need to mention. We have also entablished a Legis-
lative Council under the name of Majlts Quanun to meet the re-
quireinents of the Stale's growing civie and commercial life. It
has given not only legislative impetus but by co-ordinating and
consoliduting laws bas brought about consistency and harmony of
policy. The village penchayat system has been introduced under
the Panchavut Boards Act, und the reporte T have recently received
a8 regards its working arc very encouraging. Indeed, the people
are stated to find the systom both helpful and beneficial. The
State Las alsc cndowed u fund_for the restoration and masintenance
cf places of religious worship, irrespective of caste and creed.
An Act has been passed to provide for the proper administration of
the fund for the gcneral supervision of places of worship under
certain conditions.  Necessary treforins have been carried out in
the Customs and lxeise Departments, to suit altered conditions.
For all the help and guidance rendered by Government in tha oom-
plotion of these roforms I may once again take the opportunity of
returning my hearty thanks. The Customs of the State are now
regulated by the levy of imposts on the frontiers only, and the
Excise Dopurtment 18 now modelled on the most approved up-to-
date lines. The wisdom of these measures has been amply vindi-
cated by the results obtained, both in the smoothness of working
and the increase of revenue.

The Durbar's relations with their feudatories are gradually
becoming what they should be. To maintain and perpetuate their
rights, regulations have been framed, and an exhaustive record of
these rights has been provided in the compilation known as the
** History Jagirdaran.”” The Durbars claims and expectations
in regard to such of them as are guaranteed, have been freely
ventilated and the hope it confidently entertained that Government
will in its own good time make the relations as between the Durbar
and certain fiefs approach more te what they should be between a
Susgerian and his sub-holders. The inculcation of trust on the one
part, and liberality of treatment on the other, will no doubt solve
what questions still remain pending. The Durbar would appear
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to have earned the trust and confidence of this class of their subjects
by measures such as the ** New Policy,”" which represente a system
of restoring under certamn conditions to holders lands resumed and
sequestered, strictly according to the rules which obtained until
the other day, yules which though just and legally sound were
perhaps not too generous in conception. I might speak in a similar
strain of other matters such as the promotion of commerce and
industry 1 the State, and other like offorts but the hour is late and
I have already made s luige draft upon Your Excellency’s indul-
gence. I would therefore conclude with the hope that in spesking
st some length I have not failed to intercst Your Exeellency. I
must not omit to add that had it not been inr the services loyally
rendered by sll my ofhcers, to whom from the highest to the lowest
I feel much indebted, I should mot be n the postion fo speak
to-night as I bave been able to do. Belore I resume my seat I
ask you, Geuntlecmen, to jorn with me m drinking to the health of
His Excellency Baron Hurdinge of Penshurst, Viceroy and Governor
General of India. .

His Excellency made the following teply :—)

Your Highness, and Gentlemen,—I thank Your
Highness most heartily for the very friendly terms in
which you have proposed my health, and you, Gentle-
men, for the cordiality with which you have received
the toast.

I have for some time past been anxious to pay an
official visit to Gwalior, not because there was any need
to satisfy myself by personal inspection ot ihe beauty
of its capital, the excellence of its administration or the
character of its ruler—for these were already known to
me—but because I felt that I should be failing in my
duty if I did not accord formal recoguition, us the
representative of His Majesty the King-Emperor, to
th: unigue servifes rendered by the Gwalior State, under
the rule of ‘he present Mahuraja to the welfare of
India and the advancement and stability of the BritisL
Empire. Unhappy events, to which Your Highness has
so tactfully and sympathetically alluded, have hitherto
prevented me from fulfilling my desire, and I need only
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say now that the pleasure with which I had looked
forward to this visit has, after many days, been amply
and fully realised.

Since Your Highness reveived your powers some 21
years ago, the history of Gwalior has been one of con-
tiuuous progress. Every depaitment ot the State has
received the impress of Your Highness’s vigorous per-
sonality, and the brief tale which you have told us of
the measures ot your administration gives but a shadowy
picture of the unceasing and devoted labours which you
have expended upon the development of the Gwalior
State and the well-being of your people. 1 am glad to
note the progress which has been made 1n the spread of
education 1n all its branches on wise and well-considered
lines, and what Your Highness has said as to the need
for close supervision and fatherly treatment of the
students, both in and out of school, commands my com-
plete and whole-hearted concurience. Nowhere more
than in India has the truth of the maxim that ““ A little
knowledge is a dangerous thing’’ been more stiikingly
exemplified, and it is upon the degree to which educa-
tion, both of the mind and chaiacter, can be made more
real and thorough, that the future of this great Empire
in no small measure depends. In British India we have
done svmething towards this end, und I rejoice that
Your Highnese’s views and endeavours are directed
towards the same gval. The interest which the Chiefs
of Central India, and Your Highness in particular, have
taken in the Daly College at Indore and the munificent
support that you have given to that institution, show
that yon realise too that it is not only the common
people, but also the Ruleis and the Estate-holders, who
vequire to have thei~ faculties developed and their char-
acter strengthened and purified by an enlightened and
liberal system of training, and I wish you all success in
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your efforts to raise the standard both in the Chiefs’
Colleges and in the local schools.

Your Highness’s policy in regaid to agriculture and
jrrigation is also marked by a progressive and enlightened
spirit. The construction ot irrigation works spread over
a wide area should prove not only a source of greatly
incieased rvevenue, but an effective protection against
famine, while the scheme for agricultural advisers,
which Gwalior has adopted jointly with other States 1n
Central India, holds immense possibilities for improving
both the quauntily and the quality of the produce of
the land. The efforts which the Durbar have mude to
reform and develop the Customs and Eacise adminis-
tration are also a subject for warm congratulation, and
I am very glad to learn that Your Highness appreciates
the help rendered by the Excise Commissioner for Central
India, the extension of whose services will, I am confident,
be in the best interests of the States as well as of the
Governments of the neighbouring provinces.

The co-vperation of the Gwalior Durbar both with
the Government and with the neighbouring States in
these and other matters, belokens a statesmanlike
breadth of view and a regard for the public weul which
I have always been accustomed to associate with Your
Highuess's name. « More particularly I have been struck
by the loyal support given by Gwalior and the other
States of Central India to the policy of my Government
in regard to the stoppage of opium cultivation. I trust
.that our recent decision to purchase part of our require-
ments from the Malwa States will provide an outlet for
existing stocks apd so help to alleviate the depression
caused by the vessation of export to the China market.

Gentlemen, the achievements of our princely host in
every branch of the administration of his State and his
great services to the Empire have long marked him out
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as one of the greatest of Indian rulers. But if our
gratitude for his services and our appreciaiion of his
character were great before, how much greater must they
be now after the boundless generosity which he has
shown in connection with the wair in which we ure now
eugaged. I have befora me a list ot His Highness’s
gitts, which is {oo long to give in detail, it is sufficient
to remind you that besides maintaining two regimeunts
and a Transport Corps at the froni, and muking princely
denations to the various Relief Funds amounting w
over £50,000, His Highness hay undertaken to pay the
whole of the bulance of the cost of the Hospital ship
Loyalty, atter the subscriptions from other sources have
been deducted; he is maintaining a Convalesceut Home
for wounded Indian soldiers in East Africa, und has
presented a Motor Ambulance fleel ut an estimated cost
of £25,000, besides motor transport and motor cars tor
the British expeditionary force at a cost of £23,000.
He has offered six aeroplanes mounted with guns and
armoured, and, in fact, one can hardly open the news-
paper without reading of some fresh imstance of His
Highness's generosity. These gifts, which include only
a part of His Highness’s contributions to the war, are in
themselves a monument to which His Highness and his
successors after him will always he able to point with
legitimate pride, and they may be sure that the British
Government will noi forget its great obligations to the
Gwalior Durbar. But it is not so much the magnitude
of His Highness’s donations, vast though it is, that
appeals to the imagination and touches the hearts of his
friends and odmirers. It is the spirt of loyalty and
sympathy tbat underlies them. Ever since the war
began, every want thst His Highness has been able to
discover by enquiry in this country or through his
Agents in London has immediately been supplied.
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I find it difficult to put into words the feelings of
gratitude and regard which I entertan towards Your
Highness. I can only tender to you, on bebalf of His
Mzajesty the King-Emperor and ol the Government of
Indie, our heartiest und most sincere thanks for all that
you have done. If I may add one more word on this
subject I would like to assure Your Highness that, while
I greatly deplore the serious breakdown in health which
necessarily prevented you from tulfilling your desire to
go on acuive service, at the same time T recognise that
by remaining in India, to administer your State and to
initiate and organise the vaiious schemes of relief which
I have indicated, you have done service no less valuable
for the Empire than if you had heen able to proceed
to the scene of battle. This must be a real consolation
to Your Highness for what was, as we all know, a very
deep and bitter disappointment. #The Ruling Princes of
India with that fervowr of loyalty which has always
characterised them, have responded nobly to the call of
Empire. Muny of them are serving His Majesty, either
in their own persons or through their Imperial Service
Troops, in the field of battle, and all without exception
have placed their wealth and resources at the disposal
of the Crown. This spontaneous outbuist of loyal devo-
tion, though it was not unexpected by those who knew
the feelings and traditions of the States, came as a reve-
lation to the outside world, who have at last learned to
appreciate what India and its Princes and peoples mean
to the British Empire. Foremost among the Princes
who have combiged to produce this revelation, stands
the Maharaja Scindia, whose guests we are to-night.
Gentlemen, I give you the toast of that great statesman
and ruler, Major-General His Highness Sir Madho Rao
Scindia Bahadur, Maharaja of Gwaliar.
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ADDRESS FROM RIPRI MUNICIPALITY.

[The members of the Sipri Municipality presented an address to 14th April
the Viceroy on the 14th April. This was read by His Highness the #915.
Maharaja of Gwalior and was as follows :—

Your Ezcellency,—The members of the local Municipality have
asked me to address Your Excellency on their behalf and it has
afforded me much gratification to accede to their roquest. *

It may perhaps interest Your Excellency to know that thin is a
very ancient town and s very sacred wpot. Its current name Bipri
is a distortion of its proper name which is ** S8hiva-Puri *' and this
name suggests that the god Shiva the Lord of the Himalayas favour.
ed this region in the 1emote ages. It is therefore still perhaps for
that reason a place of pilgrimage and at certain times of the year
people of faith come here from long distances to bathe in the pool
called ** Bungunpa ™ and to worship. But this is not Sipri’s only
claim to being recognised as a place of some loeal importance.

In more recent times, its cquable climale, rather than its strate.
gic value attracted the Government Military anthorities and wntil
the end of the '80’s some troops under the command of a few Baitish
officers were cantoned here.

Lastly it finds itself the summer rosort of the Gwalior Adminis.
tration end we are proud to call it our httle ** Hill Station."

In still more recent years it has been honoured by visits from our
August Soversign, His Majesty the King-Emperor, Your Excellency's
predecessors in office Lords (‘urzon and Mmto and last year and
this year by Your Excellency. Tt is thus a place of proud memories
and memorable associatiome, As m addition to enjoying this dis-
tinetion it has a ralubrious rlimate, & frir share of game and withal
15 engily accessible both by roads and railway, the membeis of the
Municipality look forward to its becoming a place which people even
outside Gwalior may care frequently to visit.

In anticipation nf that state of things a Polo Ground has been
mads, and a circular road seven miles long has been provided, Lastly
as an additional attraction this comnbined Theatre and Town Hail
has been built and this Hall I have the honour to request Your
Exesllency to inaugurate and to permit it to be called the *' Hardinge
Hall " atter Your Excellency's honoured name,

His Excelleacy repiied as follows .—]

Your Highness and Gentlemen,—I have listened with
much interest to the account of Sipri, its history and
attractions, which Your Highness has just given us. [
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visited Sipri last year for the first time and Your High-
ness will admit that I have lost no time in showing my
appreciation of its climate and its sport by visiting it
again, Since my last visit muny improvements have
been effected and I understand that a spring of water
of exceptional medicinal and other qualities has
been digcovered in the neighbourhood, and it is possible
that Sipri may yet become the fashionable watering-
place of Central India. This may be a dream of the
distant future, but should it fail to materialize, I feel sure
that the failure will be due to no want of enterprise or
hospitality on the part of Your Highness or the Members
of the Municipal Corporation. The latest example of
this enterprise is the theatre in which we now stand and
1 have great pleasure in accepting your kind invitation
to inaugurate this hall and in meeting your wishes
by permitting it to be called the *“ Hardinge Hall.” I
thank you also for the handsome casket in which the
nddress is enclosed. T shall always keep it as a memento
of pleasant days, good sport and princely hospitality.

OPENING OF SALVATION ARMY INDUSTRIAL EXTIBITION
AT SIMLA,

[His Excellency the Vieerov opened the Exhibition in the
afternoon of the 1st Tune, amid a large gathering.

The Commissioner Mr, Booth Tucker in weleoming His Excel.
leney seid *—

Your Ezcellency,—We are the more grateful for your presence
on this oceasion because we roalise that the great War now raging
on 8o vast a scale must have added immensely to your burdens, We
ahould like o embrage this opportunity of saying that our prayers
are with you st his time of stress and storm.

Thoussnds of Ralvationists have responded to the enll of their
King and country, and are serving at the front, while our T.ondon
headquarters has cquipped and manned with stafl and nurses two
unite, each of six motor ambulanoes, for the care of the wounded,

In the sccompanying address Your Excellency will find a few
brief particulars regarding the progress of our work in India.
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Truly God has been good to us, and we give him the glory for
what he has enabled us to accomplish—*' not by might nor by power,
but by his spirit."’

Again we thank Your Excellency most heartily for having hon-
oured this Exhilition with your presenee, and arsure you that this
will prove a great stimulus and encouragement to our workers
throughout the length and hreadth of India in their efforts for the
welfare of her submerged.

THE ADDREES.

The Industrial Social, Reformatory and Missionary work in
which we arc engaged in India cmbraces many branches.

In some 8,000 towns and villages our operations are being ear-
ried on among the depressed classes and others who have been
wounded in the strife of life, or who whether through their own
fault or their misfortune have sunk in the quagmire of drink and
vice and crime.

Engaged in this work we have more than 300 Furopean Mission-
ares and 2,500 Indian workers entirely set apart and supported
by our organisation, while some 70,000 men and women cheerfully
give their unpail labour and contributiune to the cause,

As a Missmionary body to-day we rank fourth in Tndia in the
number of our Ewopean workers,

Along agricultural lines we are engaged in colonizing some 40,000
acres, including a 23,000 acres tract in the Sunderbans near Caleutta.
To these we hope shortly to add a colony of 2,500 acres in the
Punjab,

Our efforts at popularizing the Silk Industry as a future source
of wealth for India have mot with considerable success, though we
hardly think they have as yet attracted as much official interest and
support as we might fairly have expected. The silkworm suffers
from the fact that he can be classed as neither cow nor crop, and
therefore cannot come under the generous mgis of the Agricultural
Department. Nuither, until his death and burial in his silky coffin,
ean he be ssid to come under the purview of the Department of
Commerce and Indust-y and not being current coin of the realm
either in the form of gold, silver or bank notes, the Finance Depart-
ment will naturally not acknowledge the infant castaway. We have
hoped that some ingemous inventor might impress him into the
gervice of the British Empire in the war, in providing wings for
our sirships snd flying machines, and comforts for our wounded,
but so far neither the military nor the medical service Lave as yet
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recognised the value of his services, or sought to add him to their
lirt of recruits.

And yet in other parts ot the world the silkworm has been the
“ dat putra "’ of Kings and Preridents, while Parliaments have voted
him princely subsidies, and the poor have blest him as the payer
of their taxes and the slayer of the wolf that haunts their doorl

T am not without hope that Your Excellency will render to this
deserted orphan child of India's soil the powerful patronage and
protection which shall enable him to bring to India’s needient classes
the suecour that is already enjoyed by the peasant millions of China,
Japan, the Levant, Persia, Hungary, Ttaly and France.

Thore is another branch of our work hore represented which
has attracted much more universal sympathy and help I refer to
our work among the criminal tribes. This has made rapid and
encouraging progress during the last two vears, At onr last Exhi-
bition in 1918, we had 11 Settlements and 3 Industrial Homes for
children, with a total population of 2,360 men, women and children.
We have now 27 settloments and 6 cluldron’s hiomes for these tribes
with a total population of over 6,000. Additional rettlements are in
course ol preparation for several thousand ndditional members.

Two years ago our scttlements were confined to the Punjab and
the United Provinces. They have now heen extended to Madras,
Bengal and Bihar and Orissa, and will shortly include Bombay,
Assam and Rajputana, :

To find employment for such large numbers, and to make such
employment at the same time of a congenial and remumerative
character has been no easy task. Many of them, when they come
to us, bonst of never having done a hard day's work in their life.
Crime to them is profitable. They have never attended our colleges,
but according to their 1ough and ready calenlations it is so much
easier to steal Rs. 100 in a single nicht than to earn the same
amount by working at 4 annas a day for 400 days? Hence it is
difficult to wean them from crime. It is their hereditary profession.
They are trained to it fiom childhood. They enjoy the excitement
and do not figd much hardship in the enforced rest of an occagional
term of imprisonm~nt*in His Majesty's comfortable jail.

But Your Excellency will see in this Exhibition some evidences
that our efforts for their reformation have not been in vain, snd
you will be interested in hearing that criniinal tribes women are now
engaged _in stitching garments avd uniforms for our soldiers at the
Front.
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In one village their honest earnings now amount to more than
Rs. 2,000 per month, derived fiom ficld crdps, cattlo breeding,
wages for labour and mat mabing. Crime has ceased. There iy not
& policeman ou the settlement. None are needed. Their own head-
men and watchmen are the champions of law and order. Drink hos
been suppressed The women are tidy aud well dressed, the Mana-
ger having refused to give Bazar passes untl thewr matted hair had
made its first acquaintance with the comb, and filthy rags had been
exchanged for clean garments. When we recently visited the settle.
ment prizes were offered for the ten tidiest snd most neatly dressed
women, but it was difficult to seleet them from the 200 competitors
in cleanliness, who presented themselves for examination.

In another settlement, hundreds of ex-criminals find employ-
ment 1n prepaning metal for the roads and ralways from a stone
quarry. When we visited themn s fow wecks ago they were singing
at their worh. How differcnt was our first experience, when their
vory donkeys refused to cany stone and the settlers exclaimed that
they were not coolies und would never stoop to such degrading
work.

The employers of labour are now coming to our assistance.
From the tea gardens of Assam has come a warm inwitation to
send them in thousands, while minc.owners have offered to pay
and care for those whom we ‘may supply.  In each care o slipulation
18 ndded that the Salvation Ariny should prowide an officer to drill
ond organise our ragged regunent of mdustnal recruits.

Our other activities imclude nearly 500 village schools uttended
by about 13,000 children; Industrial homes for stranded Europeans
in Delhi, Calcutta and Bombay; hostels for releused prisoners in
Lahore, Madras and Colombo; 9 hospitals and dispensaries caring
annually for more than 50,000 patients and Industrial Homes for
women in Bombay, Calcutta, Madras, Rangoon and Colombo.

One of our most intercsting recent depurtures has been the
pstablishiment of a Beggars’ Home in Colombo, which has resulted
in olearing the strects of the 1,200 starving Lazaruses who lay at
her gates cling out & seanly and miserable subsistence, with a
death rate of 50 per cent. which was & standing menace fo the
health of the city. Colombo is we belicve the first city of the East
which has hed the courage to tackle this dreadful problem and te
remove this blot from her escutcheon. We are waiting to see who
will be the next! The problem is difficult, but not impossible.

The establishment of sn annual Arbour Day, the planting of
thoussuds of Eucalyptus trees us the great Mualaria fighter of the

H
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Orient and the popularisation of Todine as the most effective remody
for plague have been among our minor activities.

But it is with feelinge of profound emotion, as well as gratitude,
that we greot Your Excelleney on this occasion.

Qur memories cannot but carry us back to the last two ceremo-
nies when here in Simla and at our Tata Silk Farm in Bangalore
Her Excolloncy Lady Hardinge graced the ceremony with her pre-
scnoe, and gave an impetus to this branch of our work, In her
India mouwrns the loss of a guardian angel-—of one whom she will
rocognise in days to come as a modern Mahatma, who hes vith
Your Ixcelloncy led the van of India’s Industrial and Sacial
Progress.

In Ceylon there is a famous banyan t1ec, which is regarded with
universal veneration, which was Lrought to the island by an Indian
Princess, and which is snid o have sprung from a branch of the
tree under which Buddha bunself once sat.  May we not apply the
simile to Her Excelleney, whose sympathetic hand has helped to
plant on India's shores the many-rooted banyan—the Ficus Britto-
Indica—of Tndustrial and Socal advance, under the shadow of
which multitudes of hor poor may in future ages find shelter and
relief? In the soft and fertile soil of her depressed and needy class-
€8 the tree has already thriven and thrust many of its roots, while
still hanging in the air we believe Your Excellency will recogniso
in this Exhibition somo infant rootlets, not yet immbedded in the
soil, but seeking their future resting place.

It is customary in some parts of India to place beneath such
aerial roots hollow bamboos, which shall meet them halfway and
guide them to tho ground, till they are long and strong and vigorous
enough to dispense with the temporary aid they bave received.
To provide such assistance is the object of this Exlnbition, aud we
trust that Your Excellency, and tho ladies and gentlemen present
on this oceasion, will look with w not too critical eye on these
humble efforts of the Salvation Aimy on India’s behalf,

The Vieeroy made the following reply :—-]

Mr. Commissioner Booth Tucker, Mrs. Booth Tucler,
Ladies and Gcntlemen,—I very highly appreciate the
opportunity, which has been afforded me to-day, of testi-
fying to the lively interest which I have always felt in
your work and that of your comrades of the Salvation
Army in India. I have already had the pleasure of read-
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ing in the address, which you have now presented to me,
of the many and varied activities in whick the Salvation
Army is engaged, and I have been greatly impressed both
by the broad spirit of philanthropy in which these pro-
jects have been conceived and no less by the practical
commonsense which you are bringing to bear upon their
successful completion.

The many useful and beautiful objects collected here
to-day, all of which have been made under the auspices
of the Salvation Army, form a pleasing reminder of the
splendid results which your efforts have already secured.

In now declaring the Exhibition open, I will only wisgh
you, in this and in your other enterprises, all that succese
which yon liave so unselfishly worked for and se richly
deserved.

ST, JOAN AMBULANCE ASSOCIATION,

A¥NUAL GENERAT, MEETING,

[The annual gencral mecting of the St. John Ambulance Aeso- 24th June
ciation in India was held at Viceregal Lodge on the evening of the 1815
24th June in the Council Chamber, His Excellency the Viceroy
prosiding. Among those present were the Lieutenant.Governor and
Lady O Dwyer, Sir Beauchamp Duff, the Bishop of Lahore, Mr. and
Mrs. Claude Hill, Sir Edward Maclagan, the Kaur Sahib of Patiala,
Sir Harnam Singh, Sir Pardey and Lady Lukis, Mr. and Mrs. A. H.
Grant, Mr, J. B, Wood, Mr, Sharp, Sir Arthur Ker, Mr, and Mrs.
Brunyate, General and Mrs, G, Williams, the Ilon’ble Mrs, Spence,
Sir James Roberts, and maty others,

The report for the past year was preaented by the Commander.in-
Chief, who said :- Your Excellency, Ladies and Gentlemon,—As
Chairman of the Irdian Couneil of the 8t. John Ambulance Associa.
tion, it falls to me at this meeting held in secordance with the
ancient custom of the Order of which our Association is the Ambu.
lance Department on Bt. <obn Day to present the annual report.
No ane can read this report without feeling that it is a document of
which any society might well feel proud. A glance at the tables at
the end of the volume show that ambulence work is going on in every
corner of India, and that befare the war gave such prominence to

H3
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its endeavour, the Association was carrying out with great efficiency
its three-fold mission to aid the injured, to nurse the sick, and to
prevent disebse. It will be seen that the Indian Council ik fortunate
in possessing & large number of trophies for annual competition,
which are of very great value in stimulating publie interest in the
work, In some of these, such as the challengo shields for Regular
Traops, Imperial Service Troops, and Volunteers, I, as Commander-
in-Chief, am especially intcrested. The Association, however,
spreads ite net wide, and railwaymen, policemen, and boy scouts are
all provided for.

For the ladies there is a special trophy which is a permanent
memorial of the interest taken in ambulance work by the latc lady
precident, whose loss we all so decply deplore. It was unfortunately
found necessary on account of the war to abandon the All-India
Ambulance competitions this year, but we hope to hold them in
January next.

I purposcly omit any reference to the Red Cross work which m
now such a feature of the Associntion’s efforts. That subjoct wil}
be dealt with very fully by Sir Pardey Lukis, Chairman of the
Executive Committee. But as Commander-in-Chief I feel T must
bear witness here to the appreciation of the work of the Association
in this direction which is felt by the Army of India and by myself,
Tt is not too much to say that the Indian Ambulance Department
of the Association has ably maintained the traditions of the Ancient
Order of St. John, the oldest military medical organisation in the
world, and that the Army in India was fortunate in having this
great society ready to come to the assistance of its wounded on the
outbreak of this terrible war.

Your Fxeelloncy, with these remarks I beg, with your permissicn,
to present the annual report.

REVIEW OF WAR WORK.

General Sir Pardey Lukis, addressing the meeting, said :—Your
Excelleney,—I rise to present the roport of the Red Cross work of
the St. John Ambulance Association in India from the commencs.
ment of the war up to the 8th instant. This report speaks for itself,
and needs no vemerks on my part, but with Yous Excellency's per-
mission I should like to say a few words with reference to certain
developments that have taken place since this report was printed.
First of all I will ask you to look at item 17, on page 6 of the report,
where you will see 1t stated that His Highness the Maharajn
Scindia bas presented to the Indian Council five hundred 10-bed
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hospital units for Indian troops. In the April number of our
Ambulance Gazette you will find on page 156 a picture of the whole
oonsignment loaded up on 20 transport carfs, ready for despatch to
tho front. I now have much ploasure in announcing that His
Highness has intimated his intention of presenting us with a similar
gift of five hundrod umits for the use of Dritish troops, thereby
bringing the total amount of this penerous donation up to one
thousand 10-bed unils of an estimated value of over two lakhs of
rupees.

Next I may mention that the three motor Loats, the photographe
of which are displayed for inspection, have now been sent to the
Persian Gulf, and are, T bcliove, already working at Basra,  In sddi-
tion to these three we hope to he able to supply ten more of light
draught and suitable for river wok, should the military suthorities
requite them, and wo bave already received from Her Highness the
Begum Sahiba of Bliopal a suin of Re, 14,000 for the purchase of
two such boats.

I may also mention that, thanks to Lady Earle, we bave now
received un offer of two more motor ambulances from the ladies
of Assam, thus bringing the total for that Province up to four,
three of which have been given by the ladies of Assam and one by
the Rani of Byni.

Lastly I wish {o report that the military authoritics have accepted
our offer to equip and staff for a period of at least one year a special
war hospital to be +.orked in connvction with the X.ray Institute
at Dehra Dun. It s proposed that this hospital should be under
the charge of Majuor Walter, the Superintendent of the Institute,
and 1t will be reserved for patients requiring special electrical
and X-ray treatment, or the localisation of deep-scated foreign
bodies. The most up-to-date apparatus will be available for these
purposes, among which I maey mention : full-length electric batha
and Schnee'’s four colled bath for the administration of galvanie,
faradic, sinusoidel. and rhythmically i+ terrupted ceurrents ; apparatus
for the treatert of sinusos, stiff joints, etc., by the ionisation
method, vibratory massage and treatment by radiant Leat and light,
a8 well as by high frequency curronts and diathermy. This last
method is specially suitable in cases of ‘' trench foot.'’ The esti-
mated total cost of upkeep of this hospital for one year is half a lakh
of rupecs, and the cost per bed is Rs, 2,000. 1 think it will be
agreed thet the establishment of such a hospital is worthy of the
best traditions of the Order of St, John, and that it is & most fitting
undertaking for the Ancient Order of Hospitallers,
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Bofore concluding I wish to liy stress on the fact that the effi-
ciency of our Red Cross work is the result of the steady consolidation
and organisation of the civil side of the Association, which has been
the object of the labours of the executive committee of Indian
Council during the three years preceding the outbreak of hostilities,
and I desire particularly to place on record the indebtedness both
of the Association and of the public to our General Secretary,
Lieutenant-Colonel Blackbam, to whose untiring energy and enter-
prise, as well as to his fertility of resource and his intimate know-
ledge of the country, is due much of tho success that has ettended
our offorts.

In conclusion allow me on bebalf of the executive committes to
acknowledge the cordial co-operation of the various ladies’ associa-
tions which have been formed in dufferent parts of India, and the
valuable services rendered by the willing band of helpers of all
classes and crceds, who have assisted either by donations or in
connection with the varivus working partics. To ovne and sl of
these we tender our grateful thanks.

'l HE I'INANCIAL POSITION,

Sir Aithur Ker who spoke next, said :(—Your Excellencies,
Ladies and Genblewon,—It 15 wmy pleasant duty, as Treasurer of
this Associetion, to present sabisfactory statements of the accounts
of the general funds of the Indian headguarters, and of the St. John
Ambulance lled Cross War Fund for India. 1t will be seen that
the Indian Council has kept 1ty general and wur funds quite separate,
end that it aims at an endowment reserve fund which will ensure
ils permanency. 1l roserve fund 1s now Iis. 45,000, which is not
of course a laige sum for such an association, but 1t shows stesdy
progress, cspecially when we recall that some five years ago the
total assets of the Indian bruneh were only three hundred rupecs.
The unnual Government giant is Re. 5,000, and though helpful, it is
only & Iraction of our annual expenditure, which is roughly over a
quarter of a lukh. Most of our contributions have been received in
small sums, and we look for further and more generous donations.
A mucli larger endowment reserve fund is required if the future of
our Association is to be definitely assured.

With these remarks I beg to submib the accounts,

Tag SECRETARY'S STATEMENT.

Lieutenant.Colonel Blackbam, General Becretary, ssid :-~Your
Excellencies, Your Honour, Ladies and Gentlemen,—I have bgen
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asked by the Chairman of the Executive Committee to say a few
words with reference to the report regarding thoe reorganisation of
the three provinecisl centres referred to in itemn 6 of tho agenda.
The principle adopted by the Indiun Council wher the work was
organised on its present lines in 1908 was to induce local uuthorities
and heads of the comnunities to become ex-officio, the local leaders
of the Agsociation, instend of leaving this duty to the individual
effurts of private persons, whose transfers might cause the local
organisation to cease to exist.  In order to make units of manageable
size and to encourage the development of local interest in the work,
it was sought to form branches, or as they are designated centres,
of the Association in the various geographical sub-divisions of India.
1u each ares the official head of the provinee or administration was
asked to become the president of a provincial centre. These pro-
vineial centres wre designale lo be administrative rather than
executive bodies, and it is their duty to sub.divide termtory into
district centres which under local administration carry on the execu-
tive work, educational and Red Cross of the Association. Moro
than 200 centres on these lines have been formed in every corner of
India, and alsv in Durma, but the actual activities of these bodies
have varied very greatly., The Pumab and North-West Provinees
centres have been purticularly backward, Lut it will be wseen that
owing Lo the great mterest displuyed by His Tonvwr Sir Michael
ODwyer and Sir George Rous-Ieppel these centres now bid fair to
be models for the rest of India. Last July the assets of the Punjab
centre were Ws. 16, but it will be seen that it s now a cash balance
of over Rs. 3,800, and hus 1ssued almost as many certificutes, ete.,
during the first five months of the present financial yesr as 1t did
dvuring the whole of tho ycurs 1913 and 1914.

It will be scen that the Punjub centre has tuken an active part
in the Red Cross work of the Association as it has endowed s bed
in the St. John War Hespital in France. The North-Wewst Frontier
Province centre wus only reoizanised in April last, but it is showing
inmense activity under the guidance of Sir George Roos-Keppel,
who has had proctical experience of the work of the $t. John
Ambulance Association in France. This centre has prescoted a
mutor ambulance to the Indian Council

In Southern India the Presidency conlre did not enjoy much
ofticial favour until the arrivel of the present Governor. Lord
Pentland since his arrival in Madras has taken the keenest interest
in the work of the cent-e snd took over the presidency of the centre
in 1915. Under His Fxcellency's patronage and due almost entirely
to his initiative, the firat ambulance competition ever held ip
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Southern India took place in February last. These competitions
were on & very extensive scale, and were made specially interesting
by being sssociated with military operations carried out by the locul
volunteers. In sll these rcorganised centres the enrolmeut of the
members has been given a prominent position in the scheme of
the work, Until recently this had been largely neglected by the-
officers of our contres. They have failed to grasp the fact that in
addition to being an educational body tho Association is & Red

Cross Society. Our Secretaries have rested content with holding a

cortain number of classes and have not seriously ondeavoured to
obtain members. This matter is now, however, receiving stten-
tion, and with the stimulsting cxample of Japan before them, where
fhree per cent. of the population belongs to the Red Cross Socisty,
our centres in the far north of the Fmpire at Peshawar, and the

southornmost point of the Peninsule at Trivandrum are daily

enrolling members under the banner of St. John, the emblem which

for eight centuries has been symbolic of kindly charity to the suffer-

ing in peace and belp to the wounded in war.

Certain gentlemcn having been elected counecallors, the Viceroy
decorated Coloncl H. Hendley, I.M.8., with the badge of Honorary
Associate, and His Excelleney then addressed the wmccting. His
speech was loudly applauded, and tho proceedings then torminated.

His Exoelioncy spoke as follows .—]

Ladies and Gentlemen,—I have now had the honour
of presiding at three Annual Meetings of the St. John
Ambulance Association, and this is probably the last occa-
sion on which I shall have the pleasure of being present
at a meeting of the Indian Branch.

We have become so accustomed to a stale of war that
it is difficult to realise the unruffled calm in which we -
last met 11 mouths before the war broke out. And my
task was then to dwell upon the utility of the Association
in the piping ti:,Pes of peace.

I pointed out the value of its trained men and women
on occasions when great crowds assembled and expressed
the conviction that the Association might be a useful
factor in disseminaling an elementary knowledge of
hygiene in this couniry, a matter which has received .
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no small measure of attention from my Government, and
must indeed appeal to all thinking men.

To-night, however, T have to sound an entirely different
note, for the clash of arms appenled at ouce to the instincts
of the Association and reproduced its original chavacter-
istics as a society for the care of those hurt in battle.

Few people in India realised—1 doubt if I did so
myself—that, on the outbreak of this lamentable war,
this Association, whose growth in India has just been
dealt with by Sir Pardey Lukis, would promptly take up
the r6le of a Iled Cross Society and discharge its functions
with such resources and ability.

“Let me briefly recapitulate the achicvements of the
Association.

We have just learnt that it hus collected the splendid
sum of over three and a half lakhs, and that it has
despatched Red Cross Gifts and material to the value of no
less than ten lakhs to the various thestres of war.

In addition to organising a scheme for supplying Red
Cross (ifts, the Indian Association has raised 14 motor
ambulances which are serving either at the front or with
the War Hospitals in India. It has sent a small fleet of
motor ambulance boats up the Peisian Gulf. It has pro-
vided personnel for ambulance duties. It has assisted to
equip Military War Hospitels in India with all sorts of
comforts and with special apparatus for the treatment of
the wounded. It has helped the Sister Red Cross
Societies of all the Allies by pifts of money and material.
Tt has endowed nearly a ward and a half in the War
Hospital now, I be'ieve, at the front, which the Order of
St. John of Jerusalem has recently founded in accordance
with its ancient tradition of establishing hospitals for
Armies in the field. It has sent religious books for
Sikhs and Mahomedans to the Military Hospitals in
Europe and comforts for the Indian Soldiers’ Fund,
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And last, but by no means least, the Association is
providing a War Hospital here in India for the reception
of severely wounded officers and men requiring electrical
treatment,

I think these achievements are indeed remaikable,
especially if we bear in mind the fact pointed out by the
Treasurer that about five years ago the total assets of the
Association in India umounted to only a few hundred
rupees.

I have so far spoken of the Associution in an im-
personal way, but 1 do mot forget that it is composed
of persons—some of whom I see around me here this
evening—and that all its success is due to personal effort
bent and concentrated towards a common end.

The Ruling Chiefs of India have been most liberal in
their contributious and bave in many cases organised
centres in their States. It would be quite impossible for
me to tell the tale in the biief time at my disposal of all
the belp they have 1endered. But you have heard from
the lips of Sir Pardey Lukis the latest example of the
unparalleled generosity of my friend, His Highuess the
Maharaja Scindia, and I {ake this opportunity of
announcing to you that another iriend of mine, His
Highness the Mabaraja of Jaipur, in sending a message
asking to be excused from attending this meeting, has
most generously forwarded a donation of Rs. 5,000 to the
funds of the Association to be allocated in any way I may
think fit. In accepting with gratitude this noble cqn-
tribution, I Favd decided to hand it over to the Executive
Committee with an instruction that it should be devoted
to the maintenance of beds at the Dehra Dun War
Hospital, to which I have already alluded. I should like
to mention the enormous outturn of work by the ladies
both European and Indian of a Western Presidency under
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distinguished and energetic auspices, but I am reluctant
to do so, lest I fail to do justice to the magnificent efforts
that have been put forth in other Presidencies under other
high auspices and indeed in every part of the Indinn
Kmpire; but here in Simla I speak of my own knowledge
when I say that I have been filled with admiration ut the
way in which various Committees and numerous working
parties have laboured and slaved i the common cause.
But all this self-sacrificing labour would have been thiown
away if it had not been wisely organised and directed,
and I therefore desire to endorse the words that have fallen
from Sir Pardey Lukis regarding the General Secretary,
and I think you will all join with me in thinking that
our thanks are due not only to the General Secretary who
has worked so hard, but also to the Chairman of the
Execulive Committee under whose guidance he has
worked, and that is to Sir Pardey Lukis himself.

I cun remember swiling at the euthusiasm of the
General Secretary when, at the fitst meeting over which
I presided, he expiessed the conviction that, in a few
years, ‘‘there will hardly be a hamlet fiom Tonk to
“Trichinopoly and from Bombay to Bhamo where the
Association is unknown.” .

I think that this day is not so far distant as it seemed
to us then and the Indian Council may reasonably claim
that the Association bas {aken firm and healthy root in
every corier of the Indiax Empire.

Even when I cease to rule its fortunes, I shall always
watch with interest its progiess and recall with some pes-
sonal gratification its greal achievements during my
term of office as President in India.
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MEETING OF THE IMP%%&IB& LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

Tre Hon'mz Mn, Muan Munammap BHarr's RESOLUTION REGARDING
REPUESENTATION oF INpIA IN THE Impruial, CONFRREONCE.

[The above resolution was proposed at the ccond meeting on
the 22nd Sepiember :— ‘

The Hon'ble Mr. Shafi, in proposing his resolution on India's
participation in the Iinperiul Conferences, said the gradual evolu-
tivn in a world-wide Empire of a constitutionul system of Govern-
ment was undoubtedly the surest guarantec of permancnco and
stability, To this country it was u source of deep diseppointment
and profound astonishment that India should hitherto have been
oxcluded from the scheme ot Imperisl Federation. The request
embodied in the resolution ha was about to propose was only the
logical result of the utterances of Lord Curzon as to India's posi-
tion in the Empire. Lord Curzon wos mow a member of the
Netional Cabinct to which he (the speaker) was appeasling, and
India of to.day and the future historian would judge of Lord
Curzon's sincerity as an imporial statesman by the measure of
support he gave to the enrnest appeal that India was making to bu
allowed to take her proper place in the Tmperial Fedoration of
Grenter Britain. Under the world conditions brought into existence
by modern culture and civilisation the Liust was bound. hence-
forward to play an increasingly important part in international
affairs, and it must be obvious that not only had India bocome the
pivot of the East, but that she war destined to play o still more |
importunt part in the political and commercial spheres. Further
the strategical position of India, both in relation to the Knpire,
and in rclation to the Statos with which the vital interests of the
British Empire were likely to eome into conflich in the future, was
becoming more and more important. The spesher went on to
dwell upon the importance of the Imperial problems in which India
‘was directly coneerned, and on the domestic prchlems, such as
fmmigration and tariffs, which could only be satisfactorily solved by
periodical Imperial Conforcnces. The presence ab sueh Imperial
Conferences of ong orvmore representatives of India would not only
satisfy Indian sentiment, but would prove of immenso benefit to
the Empire st large. Mr. Shafi went on to speak of the part that
India was playing in the war, and ssid that seeing what India had
willingly and spontaueousiy done in this gigantic struggle what
would she not be prepared to do if allawed ber proper place in the
counsels of the Empire? In concluding he said the dffwn of & new
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ora of hope and trust had risen above the herizon, and it bohBved
well-wishers of the country to approach this question in a spirit of
hopefulness, and to deal with it in the light of those principles of
constructive statesmanship which alone could lead to sucoess. India
was nob content with tho occasionul presence ot the Sceretary of
State at the Imperial Conferences, what she wanted was her own
dircot ropresentation, like that of the Brtish Colonies. On behalf
of 818 millions of his countrymen, rcpresenting over 76 per cent.
of the entire population of the Empire, he appealed to His Majesty’s
Government, and to the enlightencd conscirnce of their British
tellow-subjects, for India's submission to the Imperial Federation.
With confidence in the justice of their claim, and a heart full of
hope, he moved : ** This Council reccommends to the Governor
General in Council that u representation be sent, through the Right
Honourable the Sccretary of State, to His Majesty s Government,

urging that India should, in future, be officiully represented at the
Impetial Conference.”

His Excellency the Viceroy then spoke as follows : —]

Tt has been a source of profound satisfaction to me
that it has been within my power fo accept for discussion
the very moderate and statesmanlike resolution, happily
devoid of all controversial character, that has Leen pro-
posed by the Hon’ble Mr. Muhammad Shafi, and it is a
matter of still greater satisfaction and pleasure to me to
be able to aunounce that the Government of India gladly
accept this important resolution, which has their
warmest sympathy, and, if it is accepted by Council as
& whole, the Government will readily comply with the
recommendation contained therein.

We have all listened with deep interest to Mr,
Muhammad Shafi’s eloquent speech, and it is a real
pleasure to the Government of India to be able 'to
associate themselves with his resolution.

Before proceeding further it would be as well that I
should recapitulate what has taken place at Imperial
Conferences in the past, and define the actual constitu-
tion of the Conference as created by the Government
who have bitherto been represented in if,
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It was due to the presence in London in 1887 of the
Premiers of the various self-governing Dominions, repre-
senting their countries at the celebrations of the Jubilee
of the late Queen Victoria, that the idea of a Colonial
Conference first took practical shape, and similar meet-
ings fook place in 1897, 1902, 1907 and 1911. At the
earlier meetings, the Secretary of State for the Colonies
presided.

In 1887 the Secretary of State for India attended the
formal opening meetings of the Colonial Conference, but
at subsequent proceedings neither he nor any represen-
tative of Indian interests was present.

At the meetings of the Colonial Conferences held in
1897 and 1902, the Secretary of State for India nerther
attended nor was represented.

In 1907, by arrangement between Lord Morley, then
Secretary of State ior India, and the Prime Minister,
Sir Jaumes Mackay, now Lord Inchcape, was permitted
to attend the meetings in the absence of Lord Morley,
not as a member of the Conference nor as the representa-
tive of India, but on behalf of the India Office, and
““ with a view to the representation of Indian interests ”’
and in a debate upon Colonial preference, Sir James
addressed the Conference at some length, explaining the
Free Trade principles on which the economic situation
in India is based.

In that year a new constitution was approved by the
Conference for its future gatherings.

Henceforth it was to be known as the Imperial
Conference, and wis to be, in the words of a resolution
passed by the Conference, ‘“a periodical meeting for the
discussion of matters of common interest between His
Majesty’s Government and His Governments of the self-
governing Dominions beyond the seas.”” With the
change of title, additional importance was given to the
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Assembly by the assumption of the Presidency by the
Prime Minister of the United Kingdom.

The members of the Conference, as then and now
constituted, are the Prime Minister of the United King-
dom, the Secretary of State for the Colonies, and the
Prime Ministers of the self-governing Dominions, but
again in the words of the resolution, ‘‘such other
Miuisters as the 1espective Government, may appoint will
also be members ot the Conterence, it bemg understood
that, except by special permussion of the Conterence,
each discussion will be conducted by not more than
two representatives from each Government, and each
Government will have only one vote.”

At the Imperial Conference of 1911, the Secretary of
State for India wae present at a meeting, but India
herselt had no recognised place in this Conference,

Representation is, therefore, at present confined to
the United Kingdom und the self-governing Domiuions,
and no one can now attend the Conference us a repieson-
tative except u Minister. Further, alterations in the
constitution of the Conference are made only by, and at,
the Conference itself; and, if precedent be followed, take
effect only at the next succeeding Conference. ¥rom
this statement of the actual constitution of the Imperial
Conference you will see that the ultimate decision upon
the representation of India at the next meeting of the
Conference rests with the Conference itself. It is of
course premature to consider the manner in which the
representation of India, if admitted, should be effected,
but primd facie it would appear reasomable that India
should be represented by the Secretary of State and one
or two representatives nominated by the Secretary of
State in consultation with the Viceroy, such nominees
beipg ordinarily selected from officials resident or serving
in India. The present practice of the Imperial Con-



112 Speeches by H. E, Lord Hardinge of Penshukst,

Meeting of the Imperial Legislative Council, Simia.

ference excludes non-official representatives. It wounld®
of course be incumbent on these nominees to act in the
Conference in conformity with the policy and wishes of
the Secretary of State. Just as in the case of the self-
governing Dominions, the Ministers accompanying the
Prime Minister have to take their policy from him, and
the constitutional position of the Secretary of State is
infinitely superior.

I have thought it desirable to put before you all the
difficulties and obstacles, that present themselves, to the
attainment of the object that we all desire and have in
view. At the same time, I am authorised by His
Majesty’s Government, while preserving their full
liberty of judgmeut and without committing them either
a8 to principles or details, to give an undertaking that
ap expression of opinion from this Imperial Legislative
Council, ip the sense of the resolution that is now before
us, will receive most careful consideration on their part,
as expressing the legitimate interest of the Legislative
Council in an Imperial question, although the ultimate
decision of His Majesty’s Government must necessarily
depend largely on the attitude of other members of the
Conference.

This is, I venture to think, all that we can resson-
ebly expect at the present time, and that such a pledge
is eminently satisfactory as showing due considerafion
for the claims of India. We can only hope, with tyust
and confidence, that, when the right moment arrives,
these claims may merit the approval and support of
His Majesty's (Qovernment and receive sympathetio
consideration from the Governments of the self-governin
Dominions. L

We have no knowledge of the date when the next
Tmperial Conference will be held, nor what form it will
take, But much has already happened, sipce the last
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Conference was held in 1911, which will leave a lasting
mark upon the British Empire, and it is to me incon.
ceivable that statesmen of such distinguished ability
and fer-seeing patriotism as the Premiers and Ministers
of the self-governing Dominions will not have realised,
from recent events, the great and important position that
India occupies amongst the various dominions and
dependencies composing the British Empire. It is true
that India is not a self-governing Dominion, but that
peems hardly a reason why she should not be suitably
represented at future Conferences. India’s size, popula-
tion, wealthy, military resources, and, lastly, her
patriotism demand it. No Conference can afford to
debate great Imperial issues in which India is vitally
concerned, and at the same time to disregard her. To
discuss quesiions affecting the defence of the Empire,
without taking India into account, wnuld be to ignore
the value and interests of the greatest military asset of
the Empire outside the United Kingdom. 8o also in
trade, to discuss questions affecting commerce within the
Empire, without regard to India, would be to disregard
England’s best customer. To concede the direct repre-
sentation of India at future Imperial Conferences does
not strike me as a very revolutionary or far-reaching
concession to make to Indian public opinion and to India’s
just claims, and I feel confident that if, and when, this
question is placed in its true light before the Govern-
ments of the self-governing Dominions, they will regard
it from that wider angle of vision from which we hope
other Indian questiors may be viewed jn the near
future, so that the people of India may be made to feel
that they really are, in the words of Mr. Asquith,
“¢ conscious members of a living partnership all over the
world under the same flag.”

In conclusion I would ask Hon’ble Members who
maey ?mh to speak on this resolution to adhere strictly-

T
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to the scope of its terms and to avoid any discordant note
that may be misinterpreted elsewhere, or wound the
feelings of our fellow-subjects in the seif-governing
Dominions.

The Hon'bls Sir G. Chitnavis said he had always held that India
aud the gelf-governing Dominions were integral units of the Biitish
Empire, and it would be the highest statesmanship to weld them
into one organic whole. With the growth of the Tmperinl idea
thoy were ncarer to that happy consimmation than they had ever
been before. The war demonstrated foreibly that there was one
life pulsating through the whole Empite : they were all one and
ready to defend to the last their common rights and interests.
They had the greatest interest in the subjeets discussed at the
Imperial Conference, and 1t was only fair and just that they should
participate in 1ts deliberations.  Unless they had direct representa.
tion from India they could not be wntisfied. Their officials, iry
rpason of their close toueh with the people, were best fitted to he
their representatives, and whon the guestion of 1cpresentation by
non officinls eame within the range of practical politics there would
not be a deatth of statesmen who would be fully equal to the task,
He arguod that mutnal knowledge would remove misunderstandings,
sud that Ind a had o right to share in the decision as to the political
and commerc.al policy of tho Empne atter the war. e supported
the resolution.

The Hon'ble Bir Fazalbhoy Cunimbhoy thanked His Excelloncy
for admitting this resolution, ahd said he had always felt that the
exclusion of India from the Impeiial Conference lacked justification.
It was being mooted that the share the colonies had taken in the
war entitled themn to s larger share in the administration of the
Empire. Tho same argument could be applied in the case of India
with irresistible force. The technical objection might be raised
that India was & Dependency. That was true, but that was more
in view of her present state of political development than from
any false ides of her subjection to England. By their gracious
eovereigns they hdd always been treated in the same way as other
subjects, and equal status had been assured fo them in mare than
one document of unimpeachable authority. Even in the matter of
fnternal povernment the tendency was definitely in the direction of
solfigovernment, and on the field of battle they were the comrades
of the colohials. Their olaiim wae founded on justlee, and ofi the
highest prineiples of Imperial statesmanship. He was loth ta
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believe that aftor giving the most conclusive proof of their fidelity
to the Empire they would look in vain for the fruition of their hopes
even in this matler of direct representation at tho Imporial Confer
ence. He supported the resolution.

The Hon'ble Mr. Surendra Nath Banerjee supported the resolu
tion, dwelling upon the splendid services of Indin connected with
the war and claiming that India, like every other part of the
Empiro, must have an adequate voice in Imperial affnirs. In his
opinion, however, the resolution did not go fur enough, for tho re-
prosentation of India ought to be that of representatives of the
people of India, and not only that of the official element. He
urged that Indin's official representutive should be elected by the
Linporial Legislative ('ouncil, subject to the approval of the Gavern.
ment of India,

- The Hou'ble Mr. Dudabhoy also supported the resolution,
Legally speaking India enjoped the same status an the Colonies,
and this status was unaffected by the difference in degrees of
political development. I was the sottlement of the poliey of
the Frpite as a whole that was the governing purpose of the
Imperial Conference, and the deliberations of the Conforence were
consequently of vitnl importance fo India  They wanted the same
ghare in the Conference as the Colonics. Tt was onu thing to appear
at the bar of the Confercncee as an advocate, or to criticise 4 porti-
cular policy; it wan quite a different thing to co-operate with tho
various units of the Timpire in tho evolution of a poliey for the
common good. They must have direct representation at the Con-
ference, for one thing beesuse the Seerctury of State, being a
meniber of the (abinel, could not wholly dissociate himwelf from
Immperial intorests whieh might not wholly emneide with thoso of
¥ndia. Dircet representation would be free from the defects of the
present arrangement, and wounld satiefy the Indian demand, provided
tho right of co-operation was assured to the Indian representatives.
It would gratify the growing self-consciousness of this country to
be admitted to the Imperial confederacy on equal terms with the
Colonies. Would the imperia! Government be reluctant to remove
once for all the badge of inferiority and to raise India in the scale
of the nations?

The Hon'ble Mr. Setalvad, while sympathising with the resolu-
tion, thought it would have been desirable if its discussion had been
postponed for the present. The future of India was bound up with
the honour and glory of the Empire, and with the changes that
were taking place, he hoped that after the war India would become
" 12
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one of the self-governing units of the Empire. He urged that
nothing should now be done in o hurry. The Government of India
should first be remodelled, and then Indin should take its place in
the Couneils of the Xmpire. The presont resolution was, he thought,
an inversion of the procedure thut was desirable,

The Hon'ble Mir Asad Ali and Rai Sitanath Roy supported the
resolution, The Ion'ble Pundit Mulaviya also supported the resolu.

‘tion. He thought Mr, Setalvad had somewhat confounded the

issues, and he said, amidst upplause, that there would be rejoicing
throughout India at the announcement the Vieeroy bad made. -

The Hon'ble Sir Ibrahim Rahmitollah deprecated claims based
upon the services whieh India had rendered, but he supported the
resolution on the grounds thut Indis wes a partner in the Imperial
scheme, He urged amidst applause that Lord Hardinge should
himself be the first person chosen to represent India upon the .
Imperial Conferonce. '

Tho Hon'ble Mr. Chariar, who also supported the resolution,
looked forward tc & time when 1ndians would take their scats upon
the Imperial Conferenee. The Hon'ble Ruju Khushalpal Singh and
the Hon'ble Meharajn of Nashipur supported the resolution,

Mr, Suarr's neevy,

Mr. Bhafi then replied. Ho said the single discordant note which
had been struck seemed to him to have been based upon misunder-
standing, and oven il was in favour of the proposal, and the remark:
able unanimity with which the resolution had been supported showed
how much it appealed to the country. Iiord Hardinge's announce-
went added to the heavy debt the country ulready owed to His
Excellency.

Lord Hardinge then put the resclution, which was accepted
unauimously.
The Council then adjourned to October 1st.

JFAREWFLL ADDRESS AND ENTERTAINMENT FROM
INDIAN CITIZENS OF SIMLA,

fAn address was presented to the Viceroy by Sir Harnam Singh
on behalf of the Indian community of Simls st Annandsle in the
afterncon of the 29th September, when a geries of Indian enter-
tainments were also given. There was a very large gathering of -
Indians and Europeans, those presen} including the Liewtensnt- -
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Governor of the Punjub and Lady O'Dwyer, 8ir Ali Imam, Bir
William Clark, Bir William Meycr, Sir Reginald C(raddock and
almost all the non-official members of the Viceroy's Council.

Bir Harnam Singh was President of the Exccutive Committee,
Nuwab Zulfiqgar Ali Khan, Chairnian, and SBurdar Charanjit Singh
and tho Hon'ble Khan Babadur Mian Mubammad Shafi, Vice-
Prosidents.

The teat of the address was ss follows :(—

‘* We, the Indian residents of Simla, have gathered together
hero for the lant time, it may be, to meet Your Excellency in the
summor capital of India and to bid you farewell.

** During your stay each jesar in our midst your true sympathy
with our country has cndeared you to us and won our admiration
sud affection. 'We would assure Your Exceliency that we roprosent
the sentimonts of all classes and ereeds of our fellow-countrymen,
not only in India itselt but also in every land to which Indiaus have
gone, when we say that your naume will bear a highly honoured place
in our nationul history,

** This is not the occasion to enumerate in detail tho outstanding
features of your sdministration, but we believe that their whole
trend had been that which you expressed as your purpose and
desire before leaving England @ whaeh was tu watch over with the
utmost vigilance and to do your utmost to consolidate thc bene-
fleent and far-renching reforms of Lords Morley and Minto and to
conciliate all races, classes und creeds. We hLope and believe,
Your Excellency that when you leave Indw, this work of recon-
ciliation and teform, which you have sticnuously helped forward on
its course, will still continue.

* Qur devotion, bowever, to Your Iixcellency has been universal
and abiding because you have at all times shown yourself ready to
share our comnon aspirations and our common sorrows, We huve
known and understood most clearly your love for India at thoss
times when events were happening by which we wero deeply stirred,
Your trust in the puoples of India, even in the midst of great physi-
cal suffering and ments] anguish, will ever be recorded in the annals
of our nation. We caunot refrain also, psinful though it is for us
all, from recalling the memory of her, whom we had learnt to
revere a8 the partner o° your life, sharing your responsibilities and
sharing also to tho full your sympathy and affection for us. Her
personal acts of devoted and unselfish kindness to us and to our
children, which we in Simla have special reason to appreciate, can

.never be forgotten. Tho memory of Your Excellency’s lavish
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howpitality and helpful interest in all loeal charities and institutions
will also always be gratefully cherished by the residents of Simla,

“ When the dark cloud of bercavement came over your life not
onee only but twice and blow followed upen blow, we found our-
selves unable to tell you outwardly in worde of all the sympathy we
inwardly felt, but our hearts eilently shared cach of your sorrows.
Wo felt, too, and saw clearly with our own eyes at whet a cost vou
went on with the great work jou had undertuken and remained
steadfastly at your post, doing your daily duty.

** And on our Indian side, in retuin, whenever wo have suffered
#s u people from what we felt to be wiong o1 an mjustice to our
vountry, we have always found your instinctive sympathy inunes
diately going out to us with such penerous fulness that we could
reahise the sincerity of your affection,

*“ The cruel wrongs suffered by our fellow-countiymen in South
Afrien and so herowslly borne by them evoked Your Iixeellency's
whole-hearted condcnnation and drew from jou an expression of
your ' indignation burning and deep " at what they had been called
upon to bear. We knew you thon not only as our Vieeroy but also
as our friend, and m tlus connection, we earnestly hope that before
Your Lxecelloncy leaves India we shall sce the abolition of that
badge of lndian servitude, the indentured labour wystem. Your
Excelloney’s frarless and resolute action on ow behalf has been
vindicated on more than one occarion. Wo witnessed such ab the
great Delhi Durbar itselt, when, with your assistance, the Partition
of Bengal was repealed, the new provineo of Bihar and Orissa
cicated with an Ixecutive Counal and the poliey of eventual
Provincial autonomy declared

* The Mussalman commuwmty will ever hold in grateful memory
tho preservation of their mosque at Cawnpore. Your own recent
utterance m favour of an Executive Council for the United Pro-
vinces, in the face of opposition from the House of Lords. has
shown to us all that the pohey which you enunciatod for the provinces
during our beloved King-Emperor's visit could not be thrust aside
with impunity. The Punjab, also in the samc connection, wil] not
forget how strenuqusly you have pressed forward, by every means
at your comma 1, to obtain for it the fuller provincial rights which
ore bound up with the creation of a High Court.

The student community of India have bLeen greatly touched by
Your Excellonoy’s oarnost solicitude on their behalf. They have
geen how your heurt has gone out to them and how you have worked
fo mmeliorate the conditions under which they live and work.
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Whenever you have been among them and spoken to them thoy
felt, as we ourselves have felt, that you were their friend.

** And, perhaps, the boldest and most far-reaching of all these
personal actions of yours on our bohalf has been your own imme-
diale recognition, at the very beginning of the war, of our keen
desire thut Indian troops should fight side by side with Dritish
soldiers in Kurope. You were not content till that desire was
fulfilled.

*1In all this, Your Excellency has wot an example in India that

will not be forgotten when you leave us. You have given to Indian,

sspirations, wlen fully and clenrly expressed, u weight and u dignity
which they never had before. We believe that history will show

h

how in every action which you have taken in respeet of our united -

hopes, the course you adopted wae not merely bold and wise hu
ulso right and just. In future more and more weight will have to
be given to Indian public opinion, and that this time is now nearer
at hand, as we believe it to be, is in no small measure due to your
sympathy and consideration for us.

¢ Finally, wo would wish Your Execellency's name to be asso-
ciated in our uational history with the altauininent of our rights as
citizens abroad and with the full cunstitutionsl development of our
citizenship in India itself,  You lhave learnt during your stay among
us how passionately these ideals ure held by us, as a part of our hife
and hope. We hoow that they will never be absent from your
mind and heart, even whon you wre away from us in person.  And
when the time crmes at last for you to leave India’s shores, Your
Excelleney will carry anwuy with you, not only a knowledge of our
needs and aspirations but also au assursnce of our gratitude and
rogard."’

Hiw Iixcellency's reply was as follows :—]

My friends,—I do not think that any man could listen
to such words as you have sddressed to me without being
profoundly moved, and I shall not attempt to conceal
from you tke fact that my heart is stirred to its very
depths. You have organised this friendly gathering
to bid me good-bye and the nature of your feelings is
further demonstrated by the warmth of the address just
presented to me. In your rapid review of my career in
India you have not taken the outstanding features item
by item, apportioning to the various incidents criticism
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or praise with nice discrimination, but you have preferred
to select those incidénts that luve more especially
illustrated that true sympathy with Indian sentiment and
Indian aspirations that has in very truth been at the root
of all my policy. Even in dealing with these incidents
you have drawn a picture that I fea1 can hardly be true
to nature, for nature inswsts on light and shade, but your
art has evolved a creation where there 1s no shade of
failure at all. I take it fo mean that whatever reserve
of criticism may be buiied in your bosoms, you wunt to
assure me at this moment of parting that you believe
and are convinced that throughout the past strenuous five
years, whatever my failures and whatever my failings,
my heart has steadily been 1n the right place, and that
agsurance gives me and will always give me heartfelt
satisfactiowu.

When I came to India nearly five years ago I had
no programme or policy beyond, as I had said in a speech
at a banquet in London, my earnest desire, inspired by
the profound sympathy and regard that I felt for my
Indian fellow-subjects, to contribute at least something
to their material welfare and development. Since I
have been in this country I have always tried to win the
confidence of the people and by thoughtful consideration
of their needs and aspirations, kind treatment and good
administration to draw them closer to Government. At
the same time my efforts have been directed to governing
the country, as far as possible, in accordance with the
wishes of the people, and although nobody realises better
than I do my shortcomings, which you with your kindly
nature have glossed over, I can honestly say that the
fulfilment of my duty to this country and the people has
been my one and all-absorbing aim. Now as my day
of farewell to India beging’ to draw near, the King-
Emperor’s parting message of hope still rings in my ears
and I am full of confidence in the future.
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You must remember, however, Gentlemen, that the
real moment of my parting from India is not yet. Half
u year is no mean fiaction of a Viceroy's tenure and I
see stretching out before me six wouths of continuous
toil and heavy 1esponsibility before I finally lay down
my office, Your fiiendly words will cheer me on my
way and 1 trust that nothing may occur during that time
to alter the goodwill you have expressed.  Tor the present
I am bidding good-bye to Simla and Simla associations
and Simla fniends. It has been my home tor many
wonths and perhaps there 1s no har m my telling you
a little secret. It is that after I was wounded in Delhi
and slowly and rather p'linfuliy 1ecovering, the Prime
Minister, who was anxious about my health, suggested -

that it might expedite my convalescence if 1 “ent Hotne
" for u few months, but knowing Simla as I already did,
loving as I do the peace and beauty of its surroundings,
appreciating the atmosphere of friendliness for which
you, my friends, are so largely responsible, I felt that I
could récover in the splendid air of Simla ns quickly as
anywhere else, that there was no necesmity to go Home,
for Simla was indeed my home, und so I declined the
offer of Hi> Majesty’s Goveinment wuh very grateful
thauks, and events proved thut T was nght. 1 do not
think tbat this is a time to talk business, so I will not
detain you longer but will only thank you once more
from the Lottom of my heart for the reception you have
given me this afternoon and for the warm friendliness
of the werds you have spohen. They have touched me
deeply. Never, aever shall I forget Simla nor the kind-
ness of my many Simla friends.
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CLOSE OF THE SIMLA SESSION OF THE IMPERIAL
LEGISLATIVE, COUNCIL, 1015.

Hivpu UniversiTy BiL.

1st Oct.  [The last meeting of the Simla scssion of the Imperial Legislative
1818, (ounoil was held on the 1st October, His Excellency the Viceroy
presiding. Muchk interest attached to the meeting, as two of the
Exccutive Council members, Sir Harcourt Butler and Sir Ah Tmam,
were abtlending for the last time, and & Bill creating for the first
time na non-official University was to ho passed. It wat also
oxpected that the Viecroy would muke a statcment reviewing the
progress of the war. The visitors' gallery was full, and the Lagis-
lative Department was unable to provide accommodation for many
wishing to attend. There was a large uttendance of membors, the
principul absentees among the non-official members being Mr.
Bannerjee, Mr. Setalvad, 8ir Fazulbhoy Currimblioy, and the Rajs
of Mahinudabad.
His Excellency the Viceroy in closing the session spoke as
follows :—]

I am indeed very pleased that the Hindu University
Bill that has been under discussion during the past four
years has to-day become the law of the land. I warmly
congratulate the promoters and believe that, in spite of
small differences of opinion upon the constitution of the
proposed University, time will show that its results are
beneficia] o the Hindu community.

It is now more then a year that we have been at war;
and although we may have been disappointed 1o our
eurlier calculations that the war would not last twelve
months, and in our hopes that Germeny and Austria
would by this time have been crushed by the weight
of the forces opposed to them, it is nevertheless an
indisputable falt that the outcome of the war has so far
proved a far more bitter disappointment to the enemy.
Evidence from every side tends to show that Germany
had been secretly preparing for the last 20 years to sirike
such a blow as would secure for her the mastery of
Europe and undisputed dominion of the world. Her
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expectation had been to erush I'rance in a few weeks
and then to be free to apply all her strength and that
of Ausirin to defeat and dictate such terms to Russia
that the latter Power would ever remain subservient to
her aims. The German programme was to have been
completed in a few months, but although, owing to her
treacherous violation of the neutrality of Belgium which
she was bound by Treaty to 1espect, (Germany still retains
possession of the greater part of Belgium, u considerable
part of Northern France, and a large slice of Russia,
her plans have miscarried, and she is now fuither than
ever from the attainment of her aims. We can feel
nothing but admiration for the mugnificent courage
and tenacity with which, in spite of their shortage of
arms and munitions, our Russian allies have met the
sledge hammer strokes of Germany, and thanks io the
remar kable strategy of the Russian comwmanders, have
maintained their armies intact wlole dealing smashing
counter-strohes to the German offensive. It 1+ clear that
such tactics must inevitably hasten the end by the
exhaustion of the enemy. The deciding factor in this
war will, however, be proved in the end {o have heen
England’s sea-power which has already cost Germany the
loss of her Colonies, the destruction of her trade, the
ruin of her finances and severe economic pressure. In
the meantime GGermany is hemmed in by land and sea;
she has succeeded so far in keeping the (ferman soil free
from the invader, but time is against her., While the
forces of the allies huve increased by millions, and their
shortage of arms and munitions is being made good by
the factories and workshops of the whole worid, whose
supplies under the protection of the British Navy pass
almost unmolested over the waterways of the wide seas,
the enemy is fighting in diminishing numbers, with
decreasing material, and with ever-growing financial and
economic difficulties. During all this time Belgium
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hangs like a millstone round the neck of Germany, for
she knows that not one of the Powers who have taken up
arms and are making huge sacrifices in blood and
treasure for the triumph of right over might and of truth
over treachery, will ever sheathe the sword so long as a
single German soldier remains on the outraged soil of
Belgium. The breach of all accepted international
obligations and conventions in war, and the cruel and
hurbarons treatment of helpless people by German soldiery
have hardened the hearts of ull, and have steeled the
determination of the allies to crush for ever the arrvogant
pride of a nation whose avowed aim is the downfall
of civilisation and the negation of liberty. The struggle
may still be long and arducus, but in a tew months’ time
the end should be in sight.

In India tranquillity has prevailed, and measures
taken under the Defence Act have succeeded in restoring
order in the Punjab which had been disturbed during the
course of last cold weatler by the return of emigrants
from Canada and the United States imbued with revolu-
ticnary ideas. The powers granted under the Defence of
India Act have been used with great care and discri-
mination by His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor, and
there is every reason to believe that the loyal people of
the Punjub have been thoroughly satisfied with the
working of the Speciul Tribunals under the Act. I wish
at the sume time to express my appreciation of the loyal
attitude of the people of the Punjab in the assistance
they have readily given to the police in hunting down
these dangerous desperadoes, and my admiration of the
fearless and courageous devotion to duty of all ranks of
the Punjab ‘police.

On the frontier I regret to say that our posts have
been repeatedly attacked by large bodies of ignorant and
fanatical tribesmen from tribal territory, but in each
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case they have been successfully driven back with
considerable losses, and at the cost of a few lives amongst
our own soldiers. I always regret such useless waste of
the precious lives of our soldiers at the hands of these
hordes of barbarous tribesmen. Nothing could have
been more staunch and loyal than the attitude of our own
tribesmen living within our border.

The Amir of Afghanistap has, from the beginning of
the war, observed an attitude of strict neutrality, and I
have every reason to believe that it will be rigidly
maintained.

In Persia the situation leaves much to be desired.
Roving bands of Germans and Austrians armed with
1ifles and machine-guns have heen wandering throughout
the country trying to stir up trouble, and, as in the
case with Turkey, to provoke Persia 1o take hostile action
aguinst the allies.  Only recently, thanks to the encour-
. agement of Germun agents, two British officers and an
Indian soldier were ambushed aud killed by tribesmen
near Bushire, und the British Cousul at Ispahiun was fired
at and slightly grazed by a bullet, while his Indian
orderly was killed. Owing to the insecurity in Bushire
and the dauger to life and property in that port, our
troops are in occupation of the city, and, with the consent
of the Persian Government, will remain there until
steps have been taken by the latter to restore internal
peace and order. We trust that such steps may not be
long deferred.

1 wish now to refer to a personal matter. I am aware
of the appeal that you made to the Secretary of State
for an extension of the term of my office, and I am
equally well aware that your appeal received support
from influential meetings held all over India. As I told
you in Council on the 25th March, the decision in such
p matter did not rest with me, but you krew, as His
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Majesty's Government knew, that I was ready and
willing, as I ever am, to do whatever the King-Emperor
and Ilis Majesty's Government might wish me to do for
the good of the Empire and of India. In such a case
no personal considerations could have any weight, and I
would gladly obey any behest of the King and His
Government so long as I enjoyed health and strength to
carry it out. When I was asked by the Prime Minister,
with the King's approval, if T would consent to remain
* in India till the end of next March I readily agreed, and
I was fortified in this decision by the knowledge that in
doing so T was meeting the wishes of the people of India,
and thus making some slight but inadequate return to
them for the overwhelming sympathy and affection that
I and mine have always received from them,

Moreover, in ihese critieal times it i1s a séurce of
happiness to me 1o be able to do anything however small
to help the Empire, and especially if, in so doing, I
can also help India, in whose people I have implicit
confidence and tiust, There has, T believe, been somo
disappointment that the iexm of extension was not longer,
but I ask you to believe, us I do myself, that in this the
British Government know best, and that their decision
has been actuated by whut they believe to be the best
interests of India. We can only hope and trust that hy
next spring this horrible war may be over, or at least in

its closing phase.

Now, after this personal explanation, T wish to
address a few words to you, my friends, and colleagues
of the past three years. Nobody can look back upon the
past fourteen mopths of war and the part that India has
played in it with greater pride than I do, and nobedy
can be more appreciative than I am of the deep-seated
patriotism and whole-hearted loyalty of the people of
India, which will ever shine forth as a beacon to the



Speeches by H. E. Lord Hardinge of Penshurst, 127

— ———

Close of the 8imla Bession of the Imperial Legislative Council, 1915,

future and illumine the history of this land. But us the
war progresses, its pressure will nuturally be felt more
and more, and, although the final result 1s beyond ques-
tion, there may be phases of anxiety and depression in
store for us in the future, When these times come, if
they do come, we must show the world that India is
united, that the biood of Englishmen and Indiang has
not been shed and intermingled on the battlefield in vain,
that all attempts to create trouble and sedition in this
land are vain and fruitless, and in this task T confidently
count on your assistance and the co-operation of the
people in preserving the fair fame of Indin, that 1 prize
so highly, untarnished to the end.

It is a source of real pleasure to me to feel that to-day
is not a day of farewell between us, and that, like me,
you also have received an extension of your term of office.
I shall consequently look forward with pleasurable anti-
cipation to meeting you all again in Delhi in February,

I should like to take thisz opportunity of making a
statement on the business of the Dellii session, and the
approximate date on which the Legislative Couneil will
meet in the cold weather. If the war continnes, it is the
intention of Government during the coming Delhi session
to follow the principle accepled this year and 1o postpone,
as far as possible, all convroversial legislation, save such
as i of such an emergent nature as to make such a course
impracticable. T received great assistance from Hon’ble
Members this year in avoiding controversial business,
and T have no doubt that my Government will receive the
same consideration at your hands in the coming winter
session.

As to the date on which the Couneil will meet, you
will remember that this year the session begon on the
12th Jaﬁuary and the Council was then adjourned until
the 23rd of February. Considerable personal incon-
venience and expense was caused to Additiopal Members
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by this procedure; many Members returned home
mmmediately after the first meeting, and did not return
to Delhi until the end of February. Others, who had
come from great distances, were unable to return to their
own provinces in the interval and weire detained for six
weeks at Delbi to no purpose. Incidentally also, this
adjournment involved considerable unnecessary expense
to Government, and in the case of official Members some
dislocation of provincial arrangements. These dis-
advantages are unavoidable in an ordinary year when a
full session is held, and are more than compensated for
by the full discussion ot important Bills and resolutions.
The circumstances, during the next session, will, however,
be exceptional, as mno controversial business will be
transacted, and I do not think thai any useful purpose
will be served by my summoning the Council to meet in
January and then postponing future meetings until late
in February as was done this year. I propose therefcre
unless some unforeseen occasion arises not to have any
meeting of the Legislative Council in the coming cold
wenther until the middle of February. "The exact date
will be notified to you later, and will necessarily depend
on the amount of legislation that is undertaken. For it
must be remembered that the caretul examination of
details of non-controversial legislation takes a consider-
able time. I trust that you will understand that, i1n
taking this course, I am actuated solely by the desiie to
avoid personal inconvenience to Members and unneces-
sary dislocation of business. Further, to allay any idea
that this procedure may, in future years, be regarded as
a precedent for postponing the opening meeting of the
cold weather session, I may add that there are no grounds
for such a misapprehension; my Government s fully
aware of the great advantages which are secured by the
full diecussion of public questions in this Council and has
spo miention o1 wish to curtai] the cold weather session in
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normal times. The procedure, which T propose to adopt
for the coming session, is an exceptional procedure
adop‘ed in exeeptional eircumsiances

When we reassemble for the cold weather session in
Delhi, my Council will, to my regret, have lost its two
senior Members in Sir Harcourt Butler and Sir Ali
Imam, and this Council will have lost its Vice-President.
It is hardly necessary for me to expatiate ai length on
the great services rendered by Sir Harcouit Butler to
education and sunitation during his tenure of office as
Member for Education. The immense developmenti of
eduration and sanitation that has taken place during the
past five years and the skill with which he has piloted
through all its stages, the Hindu Umversity Bill that
has just been passed and other educational wmeasures
speak for themselves. [Te is now about to undertake the
government of an important province of ihe Indian
Empire, and T am sure that he will achieve the succesy
that we all wish him.

As for Sir Ali Imam, T can only speak of him as a
colleague imbued with the highest sence of duty, putriot-
ism and loyalty. Not only by his actnal service as head
of the Legislative Department, but also hy his constant
helpfulness anl loyal but straightforward advice he has
been of the utmost advantage and assistance to me and
my Government. Now that he will be retiring into
private life, we wish him ail success and happiness.

One word more before I close. This is, also to my
regret. the last occasion when we shall have the pleasure
of seeing our friend Sir Wililam Vincent sitting at that
table in front of us. I feel sure that I am only giving
very inadequate expression to the feelings of myself and
this Council when T say how warmly we all appreciate
the tact, ability and unfailing courtesy with whichk he
has always performed hus duties as Secretary of the Legis-
lative Counci]. We shall miss his genial and friendly

B
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presence next February, but our loss is the gain of the
Province of Bibar and Orissa, where I am quite sure
that be will fulfil his new duties with the same satis-
{action to all as he has performed his old. We all wish
him every success.

1 now declare this session closed.

FARRWELL DINNER T0 THE HON'BLE SIR HARCOURT
BUTLER, K.C.8.1.

[At a farewell dinner to Bir Harcourt Butler, Fducation Member
of the Viceroy's Council and Lieutenant-Governor-elect of Burma,
His Excellency the Viceroy made the following remarks :—]

Gentlemen,—I have asked you to come here to-night
to meet our good friend and my colleague Sir H. Butler
before he takes wing to the new sphere of activity that
is now awaiting him. He is the fifth of my fellow
workers that hns left me since I first came to India, and
in the natural sequence of events more are to follow
during the next few months, till my turn also arrives to
disappear below the horizon.

This is a friendly and informal gathering and I do
not propose to review Sir H. Butler's official career, but
I cannot let this opportunity pass without thanking him
warmly for the very great help and assistance he has
been to me not only as the creator and head of the Depart-
ment of Educetion and Sanitation, but also as a colleague
and adviser in the many momentous questions that have
had to be decided during the past 6 years.

When we have agreed his support has been of the.
utmost value and when we have differed, which was sel-
dom, we have done &0 in all friendship and amity.

The loss of Sir H. Butler is not mine alone, for the
whole of Simin and Delhi will miss his genial presence
and generous hospitality. Those of us who have had the

s
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privilege of hearing Sir Harcourt’s voice upraised in
Harrow School songs, and in his inimitahle rendering of
Tosti’s *‘ Good-bye >’ will realise I am sure that the
silence in Simla of those melodious strains will betoken
# loss to Simla in cheery good fellowship that it will be
very difficult to replace.

And I may say the same of Delhi, for when we first
went to the new Capltal three yeara ago and found our-
"selves rather lost in our new surroundings it was Sir
Harcourt who pulled us all together by creating the Club
that is now a flourishing institution and by arranging
races, polo tournaments, horse-shows and even a pack of
hounds. My brain whirls at the thought of what Sir
Harcourt might not have provided us with at Delhi had
this unfortunate war not broken out, and I shouid not
have been surprised if his thoughts had even turned to a
casino as an Educational measure with leaving certifi-
cates to the most proficient proceeding to Europe or
Monte Carlo. But all this is now in the limbo of the
past.

It is a matter of great regret to all of us that Lady
Butler 13 not here to-night, and still more so that the
cause of her dbsence is due to the fact of her being far
from well. We all know how hard she worked in the
months before she went home at providing comforts for
our soldiers, and I fear that her strenuous efforts in this
direction were largely responsible for her temporary
breakdown in health, We all hope that she may soon
recover completely and return to her husband’s side to
adorn the high position to which he has been appointed.

Ladies and Gentlemen, I ask you all to drink to the
“health of Sir Harcourt and Lady Butler wishing them
both health, kappiness and success in Burma,

2
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[The United Service Club had the honour of entertaining the
Viesray at dinner on the night of the 8th October, whe there was
s large gathering of members, including all the principal civil and
military officers in Simla, some 115 covers heing laid.

Proposing the toast of the guest of the evening, Major-General
Bunbury said :—

' Gentlemen,—Tt falls to me ns President of our (Jub to have
the honour of proposing to you the health of our illustvions guest,
Lord Hardinge. Although His Fxcelleney’s term of offiee will not
expire wmtil next Maich, he has done us the honour of dning here
to-night as it is unlikely that we shall have tire pleasure of seeing
him at Simla uext season. It is, perhaps, premature to bid him a
final farewell, but good wishes for wellme are never out of season,
and these T feel confident that T may express on your behalf, with
the assurance that when the time does come for His Excellency's
departure from Indin he will earry with him our best wishes for the
successful continuation of his &:»ngm»hed career.,

** Mooy decades have past sinee last a Vieetoy was culled on to
pilot the good ship India through sueh troubled waters as those
which have beset her covrse during the last five years, more espe-
cially of late, when that course has lain between the Scylla of
external and the Charybdis of internal trouble, and when in steering
clear of the racks of anarchy and evading the submarine attacks of
sedition, it has at the same time been difficult to avaid drifting on to
the attractive but dangerous lecshore of misplaced lenieney, The
end of the voyage is not yet. There mav be breakers ahead and
storms to be weathered, but whatevor comes the confidenco of pas-
sengers and crew in the skill and courage of the master will remain
unshaken.

"“It is not for me to recapitulate the benefits which Lord
Hardinge’s administration has conferred on India. Tongues more
skilled than that of 8 mere soldier bave already begun to sound their
parting penogyrics. We may leave the summing up and verdiet to
the pen of the historian, in the full assurance that our distinguisbed
guest need not fear the finding.

* I teel, Gentlemen, that before I give you the toast of the even-
ing you would wish me to voice our gratitude for the gracious.
hospitality so often extended to us by Lord Hardinge, and also to
expross our respectful sympathy with one who has so bravely borne
! the slingsand arrows of outrageous fortune,’ ever living up to the
motto of his house ' Mene asqua rebus in arduis,’
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* And now, Gentlemen, as I am only an hors d'cuvre, a dish not
meant to satisfy but merely to stimulate the appetite for good things
to follow, 1 will not excrcise your patience any louger. 1 bog leave
to proposc the health of His Ixcellency Lord Hardinge."

His Excellency replied as follows :— |

General Bunbury and Gentlemen of the United
Service Club,—1 cannot thank you sufficiently for the
great compliment that you have paid me in inviting me
to dine with you bere to-night, and for the friendly cor-
diality with which you have received the toast of my
health. Nor can 1 adequately express my appreciation
of the very hind words in which rou, General, have
referred {o me and my poor cfforts in these troublous
times.

In responding to this toast 1 realise that, were T to
follow in the footsteps of some of my illustrious pre-
decessors 1 would seize the occasion 1o review {he more
salient events of the past five vears, and in fact 1t has
been hinted 1n some papess that such w deliverance wus
expected of me.  Bul, if such are the expectations of any
here, I am afraid T am going to disappoint them, for as
your President has justly remarked this is not my final
farewell to mauy of you whom 1 see around me this even-
ing, and glad I am that this is so. Consequently, what
I may say {o night can hardly be regamided as my swan
song, since six months will still remain before my final
extinction.

These are exceptional times in which we are living,
and on such an oceasion as the present when we should
present to the world an united front, any controversial
topic would be unseemly and out of place. You will
therefore excuse me from making any allusions to ques-
tione of a purely political character. This naturally
reduces the field of discussion and makes it more difficult
to find suitable material for my speech, since even the
Simla Town Hall, vpon which an illustrious predecessor
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of mine waxed elogquent in a farewell speech, has die-
appeared, without the assidlance of the earthquake that
he longed for, from the horizon upon which he described
it as a gaunt and graceless protuberance, and no other,
bas taken its place 1o serve as an object for eloguence
to-night.

I should like, however, to take this opportunity to pay
a warm and grateful tiibute to all the aivil and mihi-
tary ofticers who have been my help and mainstay in
governing this country during the past five years. No
words of mine can adequately express my appreciation of,
and gratitude for, the services that they have rendered to
me and my Government from the very highest to the
lowest ranks.

In my Council I have been fortunate in having eo-
adjutors who have loyally assisted me in the muny diffi-
cult problems that have aimen and that are still befuis
us. 1t is they who are responsible for the administration
of the great departments of Government and share with
me the burden of the Indian Empire, for which I am
respousible to owr Sovereign and his Government. It
would be almosi ludicrous to suggest that we have never
had differences of opinion ; there are among us diversities
of gifts, diversities of training, diversities of tempera-
ment. I have sometimes thought one or other of them
wrong, and one or other of them has probably at one time
or another thoyght me very wrong indeed, and I am sure
they constaatly think one another wrong, but I have
always regarded such differences of opinion, based as they
are on a sincere and earnest desire to serve the best
interests of our King and this great country, as a valu-
able indication of independence of thought and char-
acter, which helps to mould opinion without in any way
interfering with the friendly relations that have always
existed between us. Some changes have taken place and
others are imminent in my Council, but I am confident
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that the happy traditions of the past five years will be
fully maintained.

Nor should I omit to mention, on an occasion such
as this, the valuable assistance and co-operation that I
have invariably received from the very distinguisbed
body of men who are Governors, Lieutenant-Governors
and Chief Commissioners of Provinces. They, each in
their own degree, have their local problems to deal with,
and their task has been oue of difticulty during the past
year of war. Although I trust that it may not be
thought invidious on my part to refer to uny in particular
amongst such a capable body of men who bave rendered
loyal assistance to me and my Government dwing these
past years, I feel that 1 must bestow my meed of uu-
stinted praise on our friend, Sir Michael O’Dwyer, the
distinguished Lieutenant-Governor of this Province,
whom 1 am glad to meet here to-night. It is to his
quick sympathy, balanced judgment, courage and vigi-
lauce with which he dealt with a critical situation last
spring that the Punjab has the peace and tranquillity
that she now enjoys. Nor should I fail to refer to the
very valuable services rendered on the frontier by that
remarkable aud very capable man, Sir George Roos-
Keppel, who, with the assistunce of the military authori-
ties, and even with diminished resources, has succeeded
in holding our frontier inviolate against repeated attacks
by barbarous and fanatical hordes of tribesmen, and has
kept the flag flying on every frontier post, while main-
{aining peace and order within our border. 1 feel that
I am fortunate in haviag at hand, during a crisis ke
the preseat, two such men as Sir Michael O’Dwyer and
Sir George Roos-Keppel.

1 think all will admit that the difficulties of adminis-
tration in India are increasing year by year, and the
utmost possible eredit is due to that great body of civil
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servants who, many of them unknown to fame, and many
under the most trying conditions of climale and sur-
roundings, carry on their onerous duties, bearing unsel-
fishly and without complaint the Lurden and heat of the
day, and just do their duty. These are men for whom
1 have great respect und sympathy. And I speak not
only of the Indian Civil Service, bui of the members of
the Departments of Public Works, Education, l’olice,
Forest and all the other great services that help to make
the wheels of this Empire run smoothly. It has been
my good fortune to meet, and my privilege to make
friends with, a seleet few who have risen io eminence in
their service, and in the Secreturies to Government und
other ligh officials, many of whom I see here to-nigit,
I feel that 1 have been surrounded with an extreme:y
uble body of men who have never spared themselves to
agsist the Government of Iudia, and that with such
young men gaining years and experience, we need have
no qualms as to the higher offices of Government being
filled by officers of ability a.d distinction in the years o
come. If 1 have ever been wanting in the outward
expression of the grutitude that I feel, let me make
amends at this table, and assure them that, without their
loyal assistance, 1 could not have fauced the lubours of
the past five years. And having told you who represent
them here how greatly I uppreciate the ability and devo-
tion to duty of the Civil Services, may I also say what
is in my heart regarding the futurc? Kngland has
instilled into this country the culture and civilisation of
the West with all its ideals of liberty and self-respect.
It is not enough for her now to consider only the material
outlook of India; it is necessary for her to cherish the
agpirations of which she has herself sown the seed, and
English officials are gradually awakening to the fact
that, high as were the aims and remarkable the achieve-
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ments of their predecessors, a still nobler task lies before
them in the present and the futuie, in guiding the un-
certain and faltering steps of Indian development along
sure and safe paths. The new réole of guide, philosopher
and friend is opening before you, und it is worthy of
your greatest efforts. It requires in you gifts of imagin-
ation and sympathy and imposes upon you self-sacrifice,
for it means that, slowly but surely, you must divest
yourselves of some of the power you have therto
wielded. Let il be realised that, greal as has been
England’s mission in the past, she bus u far nore
glorious task to fulfil in the future, in encouraging and
guiding the political sclf-development of the people.
The goul to which India may attain is still distant, und
there may be muany vicissitudes in her path, but I look
forward with confidence to a time when, stiengthened by
character and selt-respect, and bound by ties of affection
and gratitude, India may be regarded as a irue {riend of
the Empire, aud not merely ae a trusty dependent. 'I'he
day for the complete fulfilment of this ideal iy not yet,
but it is to this distant vista that the British official
should turn his eyes, and he must grasp the tact that 1t
is by his fulure success in this direction that British
prestige and efficiency will be judged.

I will now say a few words about that very distin-
guished branch of the Public Service, the Army.

When I first reasd the warrant of my appointment as
Governor-General of India it was with some surprise that
I found that my office cairied with it the position of
Head of the Military Forces in the East Indies. I con-
fess that this gave me pleasure, as I belong to a family
of soldiers end sai'ors almost without exception, and had
1 not been plucked at the age of 12, as an ill-grown weed,
and medically uniit for the Navy, I should probably

~
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have been by now a dyspeptic Admiral or retired Cap-
tain. However, a benevolent Providence willed other-
wise, aud since my arrival i India 1 have always taken
the greatest possible interest in all that could coneern the
efficiency und welfure of the Army in India. 1 need not
refer here to the discussions that preceded the appoint-
ment of the Army in India Committee in 1912. 'The
report of thig Committee was completed in 1913, and
shortly afterwards, much to my regiet, the health of the
late Commander-in-Chiet broke down. When I foresaw
the impending retirement of Sir O’Moore Creagh, and
realised how difficult it would be to carry out the recom-
mendations of Lord Nicholson’s Committee, 1 impressed
upon the authorities at home the urgent necessity for the
appointment of the very best military administiator that
could be found 1n the British or Indian Armies in the
person of my friend General Sir Beauchamp Duff. The
wews of his appointment came to me as really good news,
but, since the outbreak of this war, how still moire thank-
tul 1 have been that I have at my righthand, in com-
mand of alf the forces in India, such an able, loyal and
devoted public servant as the Commander-in-Cbief in
India. Nobody knows so well as 1 the immense services
that he has rendered to the Empire in the equipment and
organisaiion on an unparalleled scale of the Indian forces
that he has despaiched to three of the four continents of
the world, the immense quantities of riles, guns,
ammunition and war material of every kind that he has
supplied, and all this without a hitch of any kind, while
the uninterrupted success of our arms in Mesopotamia,
the only campaign in progress under the direct comtrol
of the Commander-in-Chief, speaks volumes for His

Excellency and for the officers acting under his orders.
It is clear to me that, when this terrible war is over, the
whole of the military orgamisation of the Indian Army
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will have to be reconsidored in the:light of practical
experience gained during this war in order fo still further
increase its efficiency, and, when that mowent arrives, 1
shall congratulate the Government of India on having so
experienced and capable 8 Commander-in-Chief to carcy
out that most difficult tusk. '

" In all his work Sir Beauchamp has had the devoted

help and co-operation of the capable and distinguished
officers of the Head-Quarter Staff and of the Army
Department whose work is extremely heavy and unceas-
ing.

No body of men could have had more arduous and
responsible work to do during the critical times through
which we are passing. Sir Beauchuwmp Duff hnew und I
knew that their loyal and whole-hearted assistance could
be absolutely relied on, and I think Sir Beauchamp will
be the first to declare how much we owe to tho ability
and bard work of the distinguished soldiers he has about
him.

Troubles there have been and these are likely to con-
tinue. I need hardly remind those assembled heie of
the succession of serious actions on our frontier since the
outbreak of war. Let me iake this opportunity of con-
gratulating all concerned upon the skill and gullantry
with which they have been conducted. Those who have
taken part in them have been fighling the Kwmpire's:
battles every whit as much as those who have laid down
their lives on the bloody fields of Flanders or the
Dardanelles.

To those of you whom duty has retained here, let me
say this. It may be that you personally have not taken
part in any military operations, but the brains and
organisation that have enabled them to be brough? to a
successful conclusion are to be found at head-quarters,
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and if you will consider the enormous mass of work that
has been accomplished in sending troops to the various
fronts, und keeping them supplied, and then, ufter India
had been depleted of troops, in reorganising what was
left for that defence that has been so wonderfully thought
out and carried into execution, I do not think you have
any real cause to be down-hearted. Your post may not
have been one of danger, and may bave lacked the
glamonr of military glory, but you can lold up your
heads with the best of your more fortunale brothers.
Whether you be regimental or staff officers, you have as
a body the right to take pride in the thought that you
have been parts of the splendid machine that has enabled
us to give help to the Empite in Flanders at a time when
" every trained soldier was a ireasure beyond price, and
not only in Flanders, but also in Egypt, the Dardanelles,
Africa, China, Aden, and not least in Mesopoutamia,
where vur gallant troops have faced and defeated a cour-
ageous foe, and have shown courage and endurance to
bear the hardships and discomforts of a torrid chmate
such as it i» almost impossible to imagine or describe.
Before leaving military subjects 1 should like to read
you a quofation from a letler that I recerved aboutl o
month ago from General Willcocks, dealing with another
aspect of our Indian troops that may not be so well
_ known. He writes—‘‘ I am glad you think they have
done their share, and after 37 years’ service, mostly in
India, I feel your decision to send a corps here has
resulted in firmly establishing the fact that India is not
only a possession of, but a tower of, strength to England.
““ The discipline of this corps has been above reproach;
they have behaved like gentlemen, and the French and
Britigh bhoth know it well. If they had done nothing
else, they would still leave Europe with a clean sheet as
citizens of the Empire.”
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These are words that are good to hear,

Now let me say a word or two upon another theme
which has made a deep impression upon we during the
few years that I have spent in India. Long before this
war broke out I was profoundly impressed by the hard
life that is so often the lot of the wife of the British
officer or official in India. How often is the young
bride, fresk from her country home in England, com-
pelled for varivus reasous to spend, year after year, and
without the companions and comfuits to which she has
been accustomed, the hot weather in the plains, when
the house is hermetically closed for more than half the
day to keep out the heat, and where there is neither ice
nor electric funs to cool the overheated atmosphere,
Then when her children are bul a few years old she has
to make the cruel choice of leaving her husband or her
children, and to spend a life which, in any ease, must be
a life of yearaing and tears for the absent, and often in
struitened circumstances, Tt is u true saying that the
British Empire in Tndia has been built up on tears, for
tears arve the inevituble lot of wives, mothers and children
of those serving in India. To me the bravery of the
English wives and mothers in India i3 an unceasing
wonder, that has only been increased since the outbreak
of this war, by their complete absence of panie amidst
surroundings of panic-mongers, by their uncomplaining
surrender of their best and dearest to their country’s
claims, and by their silent separation and departure else-
where. When I read, az T have sometimes read 1n the
Euglish press, that English women in India are frivolous
and think only of amusement, I grow fairly indignant,
for although it msy have been the fashion in the past
for certain journals to write of Simla as an abode of
frivolity and the home of scandal, I can honestly say
that, during the five summers that I have spent here, ]
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have never seen or heard of any but the most harmless
and healthy amusements, nor has the breath of scandal
ever reached my ears, And what is Simla now? You
have only to go to the work rooms to see the true spirit
_ of the women of England in India, devoting their whole

time and energy to making, receiving, and despatching
necesgaries and comforts for our brave troops at the various
fronts. And I have good reason to believe that the same
is to be found in almost every big and small town in
India, and it should not be forgotten that, without the
unselfish efforts of these ladies, ouar troops would mot be
provided with many comforts which they now cujoy, and
which it is not the business of the military authorities to
provide.

At the same time I should like to draw attention to
the splendid work and co-operation of the Indian ladies
in the despatch of comforts to our troops. 1 have myself
been o witness of their unselfish and tireless work in
Bombay, and I believe, and in fact know, that the same
energy and devotion to the welfare and comfort of our
soldiers is being shown by the Indian ladies of Madras,
Calcutta and elsewhere. As the Head of the Govern-
ment and of the Army I am deeply gratefu}l to them,

You have referred, General Bunbury, in sympathetic
terms to the difficult times that have been my lot and to
the personal sorrows that have heen my fate. Well, it
has been hard, very hard, but the thought of duty and
the hope that I might still be able to do something for
~ India have helped me through, and given me fortitude

to bear the strain. Although the Ship of State has so far
made gopd weather, and land is already in sight, I, the
pilot, know that there may still be hidden shouls to be
navigated and further storms to be encountered before
the good Ship of State arrives safely in port to be re- .
commissioned by my successor. I am confident that,
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with the help and goodwill of British and Indians alike,
the good ship will safely and surely make the port.

" And now I feel that I have already detained you sll
too long, and in thanking you again for your kind hospi-
tality to me this evening, I will only say that, when I
return to my old home at Penshurst, and look again upon
the Simla deodars and rhododendrons that were brought
home and planted by my grandfather, my many happy
memories of Simla will remain as fresh and green as
they, and amongst these one of the huppiest will be our
gathering here this evening.

FARFWELL ADDRESS FROM THE SIMT.A MUNICIPALITY.

[The Simla Municipality presented s farewell address to His
Excellency the Viceroy in the ball room at Viecerogal Lodge on the
14th October 1915. All the members of the Committee wera pre-
sent. The address, which wus beantifully illuminated and enclosed
in a silver cosket, was read by the President of the Committeo—
Colonel Burlton—and was aa follows :—

May it please Your Excellency,—We, the President and Members
of the Municipal Committes of Simla, desire to address Your
Excellency upon the approaching termination of the high office which
you have filled with such great distinetion and to express our sincere
regrat at your impending departure from our midst.

Four and 8 half years have passed since we had the privilege of
welcoming Your Excellency to Simla and we can now look back
with gratitude to the liberal assiztance which the Municipality has
received at your hands. The improvements which have been curried
through would not have been possible, had we not met with your
sympathy and support in our schemes, and the uncessing interest
taken by Your Fxcellency in this Hill Capital of Indin has been
responaible for a further pro < of improvements which has been
submitted fo the Secrctary of Btate.

It hos been during the period of your Viceroyalty that Simla
has been transformed from a town of ail lamps to s town illuminated
by electricity; and when, in the future, still further improvements
have been effected in the water-supply and sanitation, it will be with
grateful hearts that her citizens will remember how much they owe
o Your Excellency,

14th Oct.
1916,
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This vast Empire of India has prospered in many ways during
Your Excellency's tenure of office. Abundant harvests have in-
creased bher material prosperity; great sanmitary and educationsl
mensutes for hor health of body and mind have been inaugurated,
snd Simla has benefited in no small measure by the change of
Capitals.

A little more than a vear ago the Dritish Empire joined with ler
Alfies in Evurope and in the East in o Iife and death stri ggle against
aggressive enemies. Never before has Indin beon ealled wnon for
such offorts and for such sacrifice. That call she has willingly obeyed,
sending of har best to aid the Empire in its hour of need.  And she
has eause to be grateful in that, at so eritica! a period of her history,
Your Excellency's term of office har been prolonged, though even
for a space, that she may still feel the guiding hand which has led
her through the lime of pesce and prosperity and through a year of
this world-wide war,

Examples of fortitude can never fml to draw the hearts of men
and we would take this opportunity of humbly expressing our admira-
tion of the great rourage shown by Your Excelleney in the face of
grave and personal danger,

We desire on behalf of all classes of the community to acknowledgo
Your Excellency's kindly Rympathy and generous hospitality extend-
ed to the citizens of Simla and to their children, and it is a source
of gratification to them that the revered memory of the late Tady
Hardinge will always be associnted in their hearts with Lady
Hardinge's Cottuge Homes and with the Childien's Annual Féte
which she so graciously inaugurated.

In conclusion we would assure Your Excellency of our Liumble
interest in your welfare, and in the sincere hope that Your Excel.
lency may live long in health and prosperity, we bid you a most
regretful but hearty farewell,

His Excellency replied as follows :—]

Gentlemen,—One of the first public functions, at
which I had the pleasure of being present, after my
arrival in Simla in April 1911, was the occasion upon
which the members of the Simla Municipal Committee
were good enough to present me with a very cordial
address of welcome. I am glad to recognise among you
to-day the faces of some who were also present on that
occasion, and I fee] sure that, so long as Simlg hag citi-
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zens who are ready to place their time and their experi-
ence at her disposal in so unselfish a manner, her Muni-
cipal administration will continue to show the steudy pro-
gress which has marked the last four yeurs. I remember
the relief which I felt then at the fact that you did not
use the occasion to lay before me weighty questions which
I could not solve, or sad complaints which I could not
remedy. It is with genuine pleasure that 1 have heard
from you again to-day an addrees which speaks of
achievement and progress rather than of disappointed
hopes.

You have generously ackuowledged in your address
the assistance which you have 1eceived from Government
in the development of Municipal resources and amenities.
For many yems hoth the Government ot Tndia and the
Government of the Punjab have recognised that the
administration of a town, which is the official residence
of the Supreme Guvmnment in India for a great pumit of
the year, with the natural consequence of a fluctuating
and transitory population, presents special diffienlties of
its own. While the resources of loeal taxation wmie
strictly limited, at the same time much is expected of
Simla if it Is to maintain worthily its position among the
towns of India and be, as it should be, a model to others
in the amenities required by modern conditions. The
keen interest felt by Government in the solution of these
difficulties has been evinced on more than one occasion
by the appointment of Special Committees to investigate
the difficult and important guestions arising fiom the
PXP'!TIRIOII and overcrowding of Simla, and to consider
the prov:smn of an adequate water-qupp‘ly and proper
sanitation for your rapidly-growing town. The most
important and beneficial result of the labours of previous
Committees is the Hydro-electric project which, as you
state in your address. has now been completed, and as
you rightly observe Simla has been transformed from a

19
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dark and gloomy town of oil lamps to a well-illuminated
town with every electricel appliance. The change
indeed is very remarkable and indicates the progressize
policy of the Municipality.

The total contributious of Government, towards the
improvement of Simla, have in the past been large; but
even with these subventions the projects recommended
by the two Committees appointed in 1898 and 1907,
respectively, have proved insufficient for your require-
ments. Accordingly, last year, a third Improvement
Committee met by order of the Government of India
under the presidency of Mr, Ludovic Porter to consider
the further measnmies whieh should be undertaken to
bring the drainage and sanitation of Simla up to date
and to reduce the overcrowding of the bazars. The
most important recommendations made by this Com-
mittee are the acquisition and reconstruction of unsightly
and insanitary areas in the bazars, the building of a new
suburb to reduce overcrowding in the main part of the
town and large extension of the water-supply and sewage
systems. In considering this comprehensive but costly
programme, the Government of India have fully realiged
that it is impossible for your Committee to carry out more
than a small portion of these improvements from your
own resources. They, therefore, propose to submit to
the Secretary of State a scheme according to which
neorly three-quarters of the sum required will be found
by Government. Much of this fresh expenditure canuot,
T am afraid, be undertaken until the end of the war and
the restorntion of nmormal conditions; but you will, I
think, readily admit that, in deciding to cofitribute so
largely to the expanmon and devalopment of Simla,
Government are justified in retaining in their own hands
a considerable measure of control over the expenditure
and the execution of the schemes of improvement. It ig
the intention of Glovernment, therefore, to pominate a
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small official Committee to supervise the conduct of the
operations by the special staff which will he appointed
to undertake this task in conjunction with your Com-
mittee. When all these improvement schemes have beep
successfully completed, I am confident that Simla,
already one of the wmost beautiful hill stations in India,
will be at the same time the most sanitary and up-to-
date, und that she will as ever fill worthily the proud
position to whieh she has been called.

It now only remains, Gentlemen, for me to thenk you
warmly for the very kind terms in which you have
referred to my career in India. With the preparations
for the Durbar, the visit of the King-Emperor and Queen-
Empress, the planning and preparation of the new Capital -
in Delhi, and the war, the past five years have been very _
full ones, but, although I fully realise how little I have
succeeded in achieving for the welfare of India during
those years in comparison with what I have wished, your -
friendly appreciation of that little gives me 2 feeling of
profound satisfaction and more than compensates me for
any disappointment I might have felt at my own short-
comings. It is difficult for me to say all T feel on leav-
ing Simla, where everybody has always been so kind to
me and mine, and has shared with me my joys and happi-
ness, and alas! also my sorrows. I have looked forward
each year to my return to Simla with a fecling that this
was more my home than any other place in Indja, and I
can assure you, (fentlemen, that it has been to me a home,
from which I shall part io-morrow with very real regret.
I thank you very warmly for your good wishes for my
welfare, and 1 can only assure you that the most happy
remembrances of Simla and of her people and children
will ever remain with me, and I shall always take a most
friendly interest in the development and prosperity of
your town. In bidding a regretful farewell to you all,

I pray that God may bless Simla and her people.
L
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FAREWELL DINNER T0O THE HON'BLE SIR ALI IMAM,
K.C.8.1., AND MONS. NABOKOFF, THE RUSSIAN
CONSUL-GENERAL.

[His Excellency the Viceroy gave a farewell dinner to Sir Ali
Imam, the retiring Legal Member of Council, on the night of the
15th Novembor,

In proposing the bealth of Sir Al Imam, His Excellency sad :—]

Ladies und Gentlemen,—1 think all of us here to-night
are persoual friends of Sir Ali lmam, and you will not
only forgive but approve if I say, a few words of farewell
to him, as 1 am afraid this is almost the lasi occasion
when I shall have the pleasvre of 1eceiving him uv my
guest, and many of you, 1 daresay, will have few oppor-
tunities of meeting him in the future. There are now only
two left of the members of Couneil who were in office on or
‘about the time when I assumed the Viceroyulty and of
them I think Sir Ali Imam beat Sir William Clark by &
short head. One by one they have left me and though
others full of vigour, resource and wisdom have taken
their places, I confess that it makes me feel rather old
to find myself alone with Sir William Clark as the
relics of my original Council, though I do not wish to
impute to Sir William Clark the rame charge of senility,
and doubt whether he will share with me that sense of
hoary antiquity. But to return to Sir Ali Imam, I want
to remind you that in his case the acceptance of the
responsibility of office, however honourable his appoint-
ment, has involved no small sacrifice. I have never been
a successful barrister myself, and however much I tried
I do not think I could become oune, but [ do thiuk it
requires some courage to surrender the emoluments of
80 lucrative a position in order to undertake the onerous
duties of a high official, und these considerations attain
far greater weight when one has, as has Sir Ali Imam,
the career of four or five fine young fellows, his sons, to
think of and the provision of the very best possible
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education tor them. Sir Ali Imawm is, to my personal
knowledge, a devoted futher, aud from all I can hear of
them from my old school Hurrow, his sons are worthy of
him. DBut he made the sacrifice I have indicated, and
1 for one am most grateful to him. To me personally
he has constantly given the most helpful advice, and I
think our colleagues will bear witness to the greut assist-
ance he has rendered to the Council over muany difficult
and knotty problems.  And remember that we have been
passing through no ordinary times. The stress of war
ha< brought anxieties in its train {o which our prede-
cessots were strungers, and through them all it has been
ta us of the utmost benefit to know from a distinguished
Tudian at first band how the varying uspects of our
different problems would strike the mind of various
sections of educated India. As a member of my Council,
I repeat, the presence of Sir Ali Iniam hag been an asset
of the utmost value, and il wus a source of unmitigated
sutistaction to me the other day to pay him the greatest
possible compliment at my disposal by appointing him
Vice-President of my Council in succession to Sir
Harcourt Butler.

Iis tenure of office has coincided {oo with a great
deal of dificult and important work in his owu parti-
cular department, and eur war legislation has attained
to a volume of quite respectuble dimensions. Many
questions of great technicality and difficulty have had
to be solved, and it is not only the actuul legisiation that
has been placed upon the statute book bul a tremendous
vuriety of problems in which the other departments of
the Government of India have found themselves involved
that have requireas the help and guidance of the Legis-
lative Department under the auspices of Sir Ali Imam
for their solution,
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There is one aspect of his career upon which I can
imagine that Sir Ali Imam will always congratulate
himself. He is not only an imperial patrioct and an
Indian patriot, but he is also a Bihari patriot, and I
believe that it will always be a source of immense pleasure
to him to think that he was a member of that Government
which had a hand in the raising of his province to the
dignity of a separate entity. I understand that he is now
going home to see his boys and then coming back vo his
old profession in Bihar. I am sure that you will all
join me in wishing him a very pleasant voyage, a very
happy reunion with his sons, and hereafter a happy and
successful career in that profession of which he is so dis-
tinguished an ornament. Ladies and Geptlemen, I ask
you to join me in the toast of the health of my friend and
colleague, Sir Ali Imam,

[Sir Ali Imam, responding, said : —

Your Ezcellency, Ladics and Gentlemen,—I do not think I can
ever sufficiently express my gratitude to the Viceroy for the greab
honour he has done me in inviting me to this farewell dinner and the
exceedingly kind and gracious words in which he has proposed my
health. T am olso very thankful to my friends here who have so
warmly responded to the toast. The five years during which I have
had the privilege of being associated with His Iixcellency’s Govern-
ment aro roplete with the many kindnesses I have reccived at his
bards. Tho lavish and generous hospitality of Viceregal Lodge has
been always extended to me with s cordiality that 1s impemsible to
forget, be it in the crush of a great function or the yviet of & private
dinnor. The pleasing wense of a8 hearty welcome has been insepar-
able from an evening spent here. I tender my grateful thanks to
His Excellency for all these socisl smenitics so full of friendly
foglings. But where can I find words adequately to convey to him
all that T feel for the uniform kindness and consideration he has
shown to me in helping to make my task as little burdensome a8 it
was poesible in the exacting circumstances under which the duties
of & member of the Government of India are performed? When I
wag summoned to the office which I am about to vacate I did not
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show nny signs of senility, por was the stamp of hoary antiquity
traceable in my feafures. I do not know how far the juvenility of
my colleagus, 8ir William Clark, has boen affected by the experi-
ment, but I may say with truth, that although I have not seen my
47th birthday, yot I have beeome literally grey at tho end of my
term of office. Perhaps the atmosphere of the Government of ludia
Becretariat is not largely conducive to the retention of ono's youth,
His 1ixcellency bas made some kind reference to the work of my
department during the period I lad charge of it. Wo have
ondeavoured to do our best, but I should like to mention that the
greatost credit for any success that has bern achieved is due to Sir
William Vincent and my friond, Mr. Muddiman, who T am glad to
sec is here this eveming. The loyalty and dovotion with which they
have served the department has demonstrated the justice of tho
claim that when Inghshmen and Indiank, both of the right sort,
that is of the olass of good fellows, work together, the sensc of
subordination of one to the other completely merges into o lofby
spirit of comradeship, in which prnido in turning out the best possible
erticle is the predominating factor. Tho circumspect, lovel-licaded,
and skhilful methods of Sir Wilhmin, and the great ability and
indefatiguble industry of Mr. Muddunan have bren of incaleulable
value to e always, and eveu more so when 1t hes so happened
that I have been in disagrecment with ihiom, for then tho higher
gquality of supporting the Member with unflinching luyslty has been
manifested in a remaikable degree of self-effacement. It 18 » great
pleasure to me to express on the present occcasion my seuse of
grateful appreciation of the very valuable services they bave rendered
to His Excellency's Goveinment, )
In alluding to my patriotic sentiments His Excellency has been
good enouglhi to pay me the complimient of calling me an Imperial
patriot, an Indian patriot, and o patriot of my palive provinee cf
Bihar and Orissa. I consider 1t a groat bonour to bo so described
by the Viceroy, fnr ever since I entered into the public life of India
I have set up one political ideal before my people. That ideal is
embodied in loyalty to the Sovereign, pride in the Empire and love
of country. It is an ideal that fascinates me; an ideal to which I
have devoted more than two decades of my life, and 1o which will be
consecrated whatever is left of the proverbial span.
“" When His Excellency's predecessor, the late Lord Minto, invited
me 4o take the membership of Law in his Government, thers were
po less than five objections to my doing so. These five objectians
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were my five sous, of whomn His Excelloney has made such kindly
mention. Ivery father who has sons at expensive public schools
and colleges in England knows the strength of such objections.
Harrow and Trinity College, Cambridge, have their asseciations for
His Exccllency, whose honoured name is on the roils of these
institutions. I am glad, therefore, to say thut thice of my sons and
& nephew are Harrow boys, of whom two have alieady joined Trinity.
The objections, however valid, were not allowed to prevail, and 1
had to respond to the call ot duty by suirendering the brief pag for
the portiolio. May 1 say that I have never for a momoent regretted
the deecision, My coming hore did not only give me an opportunity
to render what little service 1 could to my country, but it gave me
what 1 prize most, and that is to have had the pleasure and the
privilege of serving under Lord Hardinge of Penshurst.

The five years of his Viceroyslty are crowned with great and
epoch-making ovents, unprecedented in the history of British uly
in India. This is not the oceasion to puss thew in review. But
of one thing 1 am certain, and that is a8 to what the verdict ot the
bistorian will be on his rule.  His Excellency has won the love and
affection of the people of India in a measure the like of which was
novor known in this country before, A just recognition on his purt
of thoir legitimate aspirations, coupled with active sympathy in
giving practical offcet to them, has opened a now chapter in the
administration of this country. Poople huve conte to realise that the
nobler aspects of the British connection with Indis are liviug
principles, and that 1lis Ixcelleney has given the lead in governing
Iudisns in keeping with their wishes and sentiments. Ilis
Viceroyalty stunds out as a landmark in the political self-development
of India, and has heralded the dawn of u new lite 1 the country,
Sho stands st present identified in sentiment with Engleud, and
that is due to tho indonutuble courage und far-sighted statesizanship
of the greatest Viceroy that has come to rule her. If praof were
needed of his hold on the uffections of the poople it would be sufficient
_ to say thaut in the terrible criss through which the Empire is passing
+ his confidence in the love of the lndian for him was so great
that he successfully pressed upon His Majesty's Government the
acceptance of the contribution of the largest cxpeditionary force
that hus gone to the front from any part of the British Limpire
excepting the Mother Country. This material reduction of the mili-
tary strength in Indis, ot & time like this, is the highest compliment
that His Excellency could psy to my country and her people.
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Events have proved that the complitont was well deserved. 1t is
my conviction that the love of the people of India for His Excellency
is worth more than wuny an army corps, No Viecroy before had o
more difficult and trying time, sud none certuinly rose fo such
great height as he has. His Lxeellency bas reforred in fur too
flattering terins to such assistunce as T have been able to give, but,
gratoful as I am for all that he said, I cannot conceal from myself
the fact that my usefulness, if any, could not have been of much
appreciable value if the inspiration, encouragement, and guidance
had not come from himselt.  The unprecedented honour of an Indian
bemg appointed Vice-President of the Governor Goeneral s Councit is
unique, but high as the rank is, and proud as I am of holding it,
my sense of extreme thankiulness to the Vieeroy cannot but be
further enbaneed by the consideration that is a mark of confidenco
whieh was in the personal gitt of s Excellency to bestow,

My Lord, 1 shall soon be reverting to non-official life,  The DBar
is the old love that draws me, and T am glad to say that my second
varcer in the professton will reopen in my own provinee, to which
I am passionately attached. The new Bibar is of Your Lordslup's
creation, und I teel some pride in that 1 assisted at its birth. It
pulsates now with the e you have given it, and it will be my
cornest and devoted care in however humble a sphere to help the
growth and the development of the elnld in a manner befitling its
paternity and high lineage,

My Lowd, I thank you once again for the numerous kindnenses
you have showered upon me.  In bidding you bood-bye, there is a
wronch that 1 feel fur swore than I can cxpress, but I go eway
perfectly happy in the thought that 1 had the privilege for o full five
yoars to be a colleugue of the groatest of Viceroys, May 1 also add
that the satisfaction is ail the more intense for my having enjoyed
during this period the confidence and friendship, not only of Indin's
greatest Viceroy, but a great Lnglish Gentleman., My Lord, I tako
away with me imperishable menories and recollections that will
ever remain green in a grateful heart.]

Tae Russiax CoxsuoL.

[His Excellency rubsequently proposed the health of Mr.
Nabokoff in the followings words : —]

" Ladies and Gentlemen,—Before we break up there is
one other toust that 1 wish to propose in honour of a guest
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who will also be leaving us shortly. I refer o M. Nabo-
koff, Consul-General for Russia in India. I bave known
the time when the Russian Consul-General in India was
looked upon with suspicion by the Government of India,
and by the Foreign Office at home. Happily those days
are now over, and we welcome in our midst the represen-
tative of that great nation with whom Great Britain is
happily in alliance at the present time. I am sure that
I only echo the teelings of all here when I say with what
intense admiration we have watched the heroic struggle
and splendid bravery of the gullant Russian troops on
the Eastern Front, and how ws rejoice al the recent
Russian snccesses, which mark the turn of the tide. I
have known M. Nabokoff for many years, and I only
state the truth when I say that by his friendliness and
invariable amiability he has achieved for himself an
unique position in India, which may well be the envy of
his colleagues. Ile is shortly going to the Embassy in
London, where mauy of us may hope to meet him again.
He will be greatly missed in India, but he will carry
away with bim the good wishes of us all. Ladies and
Gentlemen, 1 propose the health of M. Nabokoff,

UNVEILING STATUE OF LATE MAHARAJA SRI LALL
SINGHJI OF BIKANER.

24th" Nov,  [His Lxcollency tho Vicoroy unveiled the statue of the late
1016, Maharaja at Biksner on the 20th November. In asking the
Viceroy to do so, His Highnoss the Maharaja said :— ’

Your Excellency, Ladies end Gentlemen,—] beg to tender my

heartfelt thenks to Your Execellency for the honmour you are doing

to the memory of my beloved and lamented father, Maharaja Bri

Lall Binghji Bshadur, by unveiling his statue this moming. Ne

one with & sense of filsl duby can help feeling proud, as I do ak the
present moment, of the fact that the ceremony is about to be
performed by the illustrious representative in India of His Imperial
Majesty the King-Emperor, and the pleasure is still further enhsnced
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when the representative is ono who will leave his name stamped on
the history of India ns one of the noblest, greatest, and most
courageour of her Viceroys, and as a wstaunuh and sympathetio
friend of the Ruling Princes and their Stater, u Viceroy who is
regarded by every class and community throughout the country
with feelings of tho deepcst gratitude and affection.

This sense of honour and ploasure is shared with me not only
by the memnbers of ny family, but by my Sirdars and people ns
well, whilst to me personslly, who has had the privilego of
enjoying Your Excellency'’s friendslup, and who las received much
kindness and hospitality at your bhands ever since your®arrival in
India, the fact of your piosiding at to-day’s function is a cause of
vory special gratification. Not only as the son of my father, bub
as one conversant with all shades of public opimm in the State, I
can say withoyt fear of contradiction that as stafed in the insaiiption
of the cdnopy, the late Maharaje Sri Lall Smyghji Balhadur 1s ever
remembered for lis piety and wisdom, nobility of mind, and
generosity of heart, and that his honesty of purpose und kindness
of disposition endeared him to all with whom he came in contact.

Although I was only seven ycars of age at the time when it
pleased Providence tu call him away, my recollections of those carly
years are still sbundantly enriched by his fatberly love wund soli-
citude, whilst to his elder son, lus late Iighness Maluwrajs Bri
Dunger Smughp Babedur, he was a very real guide, philosopher
and frieud, in spite of the fact that in lus later yeme failing health
prevented han from actively continuing his grest work in the Btate
a8 President of the Council. Liver maintaining the best traditions
of the Rajput rave by lus untmling courtesy, foud of u quiet and
simple life, you elways dignified Bnd chivalrous, and of a strong
personality and commsanding as he did the confidence and respect
of all alike, he was righlly and popularly acclaimed as the Bhield
of the State. Both his sons, hiz late Highness and myself, having
been adopted out of hia immediate family, I consented during the
lifetime of my late mother to the adoption of my second son
Maharaj Bijoy Bingh, as the son and sucecssor of thn late Maharaja
Sohib, in order with the blessings of the Almighty to perpefuate
his line, and the Lallgarh Palace was named after him 14 years
ago. But no son in his great gretitude and revorence can do too
much in this world o perpetuate the memory of a father such as
mine, and when in respomse to popular feeling it was settled to erect
o statue and fine canepy in honour of his late Highness, I also
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decided that this statue and canopy would be the most fitting
comploment to the Lallgarh Palace,

I would now beg Your Excelleney to be kind cnouph to unveil
the statue of the lute Malara) Sn Lall Singhy Bahiadur,

His Excellency npohe as follows :—]

Your Highness, Ladies and Gentlemen,~—1 have
now had the honour of knowing s Highness the
Maharaje of Bikaner personally for almost exuctly five
years, for he and the Maharaja Scindia were guests of
Lord Miuto when I first arrived at Calcutta, and conti-
nued to stay on as my own guests. In that period I
bave kvown him in various capocities, as my guesi, as
host, ns u devoted father, as a wise ruler, as a keen
soldier, us a fine sportsman, as o sagacious adviser and
pillar of the Empire, and in these and many other
capacities always as my fiiend. I have known him in
sorrow as well as in happiness, and yet to-day it is my
privilege, as it is yours, to see him in a new character,
as an affectionate son faithful to the revered memory of
a father of whom auy son might well be proud.

I had pot myself the pleasure of kumowmng that
father, but those who did tell us of his great simplicity,
combined with dignity of character, of his piety and
rectitude, of his soundness of judgment and honesty of
puipose; of his kinduess fof heart and his old-world
Rujput courtesy, und His Ilighuess has in a few vivid
words painted a picture of one whom all loved and
respected. Ile was the father of two Muharajus of
Bikaner and uncle of a Maharana of Udaipur, and while
never himself Mabaraja of Bikaner he had much to do
with the administration, and as President of the
Council was in a position to help and advise his elder
son in the discharge of his responsibilities.

I need not enumerate all the measures that were
undertuken during that period. Sufficient to say that
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the income of the State was doubled, that shape was
then first given to schemes for railway development, an
impetus was afforded to educational wnd medical insti-
tutions, while in 1879 the same spirit which is ut the
present moment so conspicuous in Bikaner as well as in
other stations manifested itself in the supply of camels to
the Government of Iudia in connection with the expedi-
tion to Kubul. Could Maharaju Sri Lall Singhji have
lived to sce this day, to appreciate the character of lis
gallant son, to watch lus career and note the position he
has now won for himself in the Empire and then to
realise the filial affection that that son has relained for
his memory, his heart would indeed have been full to
overflowing with joy and pride, and it is with that
thought uppermost in my mind that T now proceed to
the task that T have been invited to perform.

I feel {hat this monument marks a bright chapter in
the glorious history of Bikaner, and I am prond to
have the privilege of unveiling the statue of Mahuraja
Sri Lall Singhji,

STATE BANQULET, BIKANER.

[During His Fxeelleney the Vieeroy's visit to BDikaner in 27th Nov,
November 1915, His Highness the Mahuraja entertained the Vieeroy 1018.
at a Banquet on the night of the 24th mstant. In proposing the
Maharaja's health His Excellency the Vieeroy said :—]

Your Highnesses, Ladies and Gentlemen,—I cer-
tainly thought when I came fo Bikaner {wo yeurs ago
that ihat would be my last opportunity of enjoying the
hospitality for which His Highness the Mabaraja is
0 justly famed, but fate has added a brief spell {0 my
Indian carecr in 'ndia, and when the Maharaja asked

. me to come back for a few days to his country where I
bad already spent so many happy hours, I did not
hesitate to accept gladly his kind invitation. Vieeroys
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are no more immune than other people from the ills that
flesh is heir to, and at times there comes a hatred for
work and files, and an almost irresistible des.re for a
little rest und relaxation from the incessant stream of
knotty problems and the inexorable weight of unceasing
responsibility thatl are his lot. It is in such times that
the thought of u little holiday, and of the herds of buck
on the plains and the flocks of grouse in Bikanci, makes
appeal to me with a force that 1 bave no inclination to
oppose, and I have never known the tomec to fail in its
effect. This is my third visit to Bikaner, and yet the
Maharaja has succeeded in making me believe that I am
still welcome. He has once more entertained me right
royally, and I can only thank Vour Highness most
beartily not only for the great care and trouble you
have tuken to provide for my comfort and happiness, but
wore especinlly for 1hat enjoyable sensation which you
have succeeded in inspiring in me that I am completely
at home in Bikaner. There are not many months left
now before I finally leave India, but the time has not
yet arrived for a farewell speech. Nevertheless, I should
like to say this, that among all the mewories that I ¢hall
rarry away from ludia, some of them sad and some of
them happy, there is none that will so constantly remain
with me an unalloyed pleasure as the friendships I have
had the privilege of forming with some of the rulers of
Indian states with whom my high office has brought me
into such close and intimate contact. And among the
best of those friends I shall always number our generous
and gallant host, as also his guest the Maharaja Scindia;
and while the Maharaja of Bikaner has fully and freely
admitted me to the privilege of his personal friendship
he has in our more official relations never given me a
moment’s anxiety or worry. On the contrary, I have
often had from him mwost useful counsel and there has
always been a feeling of unshakable confidence that im
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the utmost crisis or the ntmost danger, in fair weather
or foul, whatever betide, Bikaner will ulways remain true
to its old traditions, staunch and faithful. Your High-
nesses, Ladies and Gentlemen, 1 give you the health of
Colonel His Highness Sir Ganga Sing Bahadur, Maharaja
of Bikaner.

[His Hishness the Mahsraju of Bikaner in proposing the health
of the Viceroy said :—

Your Fxcellency, Your Highness, Ladteg and Qenllemen,—When
I last entertained Lord Hardinge mn this hatl » couple of years ago,
little did I think that we would once more have the honour of
welcoming His Excellency to Dikaner. Our gratification on this
oceasion has, moreover, a special mgmficance in that thiw visit has
been rendered possible only by the extended term of T Kxeel-
lency's Viceroyalty which has given such vnquahfied plessure to the
ruling princes and cluefs, no less than to the people of Tndia,
although unhappiy the time is approaching when we shall have to
bid Your Excellency furewcll. *We hope that your fiva years'
sojourn in onr mudst has sufficiently demonstrated to You TFixeel-
lency what grateiul and loyal hearts there are heating sn India,
and how genuinely responsive tho people of ins eountry are to any
Little touch of sympathy or act of hindness. Theuph thousands of
mules will separate us, Your Excellency will be followed wherever
you may go by the respectful good wishes, unbounded gratitudo and
devoted affection of the people of s Imporal Majenty's great
Indian Empire, who have all tiuly rejoiced that Your Excellency
wag out here to preside over the destinies of India during such
eritical and momeytous times, und who are all carnestly boping and
praying thut His Imperial Majesty and his Government may find it
possible to spare Your Excellency for Indin for a stall longer period.

Your Highness, Ladies and Gentlemen, I will now ask you to
join me in drinking to the very best heslth of His Lxcellency the
Viceroy.]

OPENING OF THE UPPER JHELUM CANAL.,

[The completion of the Tnple Project Canals was celebrated st 9th Dee.
Mangla on Thurtday morning, the 9th December, when His 1915
Excellency the ?weroy poerformed the ceremony of, opening the
Upper Jhelum Cenal. His Excellency arrivod st Mangla by special
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train at about half-past eight and alighted at o temporary platform,
thenee proceeding by motor car to the Durbar tent. Hix Excellency
way greeted by a salute of guns from Mangla Fort, and was
received by a guard.of-honour of the Kashmir Rifies, The National
Anthermn was played by the Kashmir State Band. 8ir Valentine
Chirol came with His IExecllency and the Resident and Assistant
Resident of Kashmir were present. His Honour Fir Michael
O'Dwyer was nlso accorded the usual honours on arrival, Hig
Excellency was reccived at the Durbar tent hy the Licutenant-
(tovornor of tho Punjab and personal staff; the Right Rev. the
Bishop of lahore and his Chaplain; Major-General Kitson, Com-
manding 2nd (Rawalpindi) Division, and his Aide-de-Cump; Colonel
Popham Young, Commissioner of Rawalpindi, the Hon. Mr, T. I,
J. Ward, Chief Engincer, Irrigation Works, Punjab, Northern
Section; Mr, J. N. Taylor, Superintending Engineer, Upper Jhelum
Canal Cirele; and Mr. A. N. McLl. Robertson, Exceutive Engineery
Hend Works, Upper Jhelum Canal, On arrival at the dais His
Excelleney was met by His Highness the Maharejn of Kashmir,

The How’ble Mr. ¢, Bavron, Chief Sceretary, Punjab, declared
the Durbur open.

Iistony oF T™RE CANAL.

Mr. T. R. J. Ward, Chiel Engincer, gave a brief history of
the canal, He said :(—

We have assembled to.day to mark by the opening of this eanal,
now practically complete, the termination of our labours in the
building of the great Triple (‘aual Scheme by which all the avail-
able water of four out of the five rivers, that give this provinee
its name, will be diverted to increase the prosperity of three out
of the four Doabs, or upland tracts iving between these rivers.
At anunoxation the favourable situation of the Jullundur Doab near
* to the hills made it the only one whose prosperity was secure:
the others were arid or semi-urid traets more suited to the grazing
of camels and beasts of pasture than for agriculture. To enable
the people the more readily to devote their splendid energies to
the artd8 of peace, the DBritish Government forthwith undertock
the construction of the Bari Doab Canal under Lieutenant-Colonel
8ir Robert Napier (afterwards Lord Napier of Magdala), the firnt
Chief Engineer of the Punjab. It was hoped that this canal would
irrigate the whole of the Bari Doab from Madhopur to Multan,

-
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but the waters of the Ravi proved unequal to this great task,
snd to-day those of the Jhelum are to Le diverted to completa
the work begun with so much courage and enorgy 70 years ago.

Bince annexation, continuous and successful progress has heen
made in canal construction in these three Doabs; but the work
of augmenting their water-supply 18 by no means finished. Two
promising projocts have just been prepared, the one for a Barrage
on the Woollar Lake, aud the nther for a canal from a weir below
the junction of this river with the Chenab, to feed the Sidhnai
and tha Butlej series of inundation canals. The former pruject has
been worked out by Mr. R. Ii. Purves, so long connected with
the design and construction of this canal, and the latter by his
brother, Mr. F. M. Pwives, under Mr. Gwyther's instructions,
Projects to take the water of the Bean Taver to the fertile lands
to the east of the Sutlej are well advanced.

In short, there are now seven preat perennial canals in addi-
tion to the Butle) serige of inundation eanals distributing the flow
of four out of the five rivers for the protection of 17,000 square
miles of country. As yet only four of there perannial vanals are
fully doveloped; the Upper Bari Doab and Sidhnai in the Bari
Doab, both from the Ravi; the Lower Chenab in the Rechna Donbs
and the Lower Jhelum in the Jech Doab; wlhilst to-day irrigation
to both crops will be insugurated to the Lower Bari Doab, Upper
Chenab, and to this eannl as soon as it 18 quite complete. The
annual irrigation of these seven eanals already execveds four wid
= half million acres; one and n half milliof of which is wheat and
three-quarters of o million cotton. The Triple Canals, when fully
developed, will add another one and threc-quarter million acres to
the above area &t 8 cost of 1,037 lakhs of rupees, and will yield a
net revenue of 7} per cent. I may remark that the whole cultivated
area of the Punjab, inclusive of Native States, is 83} million acres.
Of this, 187 million gcres are irrigated from all sources, whilst R}
million acres, or onec-fourth of the whole eultivated ares, nre
irrigated by canals constructed or improved bv the Bnitish.

To revert to the great Triple Project; its inception snd many
Iteresting details about the construetion of its Upper Chenalb and
lower Bari Doab Cansl links were deseribed at Merala in Apnf,
1912, when Your Exce'leney opened the former: and at Balloki
a year later, when Bir Touis Dane, then the Licutenant-Governor
of this province, opened the last-named canal to khanf irrigation,
The history of canal construction in these Doabs shows that the’
great success of tho Upper Bari Donb Canal, upened towards the

M
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end of the Mutiny; the Lower Chenab Canal, in the early ninoties,
the Lower Jhelum Canal some ten years later, fired the imagina-
tions and stirred the energies of the Provincial and Imperial Gov-
ernments to develop still further the agricultural resources of these
Doabs in the interesta of the population of the congested districts
under the hills; until, as we were remindrd by Your Excellency
at Merala, the idea which first gave birth to the Triple Project
was thrown into shape by the Irrigation Commission, itsell the
progency of Lord Curzon's genius. Since then the people are
indebted to successive Viceroys and Lieutenant-Governors whose
solicitude for their welfare has made the way smooth for the ¢nergies
and activitics of engineers and the host of workers in their train
that have so rapidly and successfully buwill what the Indian Jrriga.
tion Commission had shaped.

To turn now to the Upper Jhelum Canal itsell; its cost is
estimated at 447 lukhs of rupees (or nemly £3,000,000 sterling),
it hos been the mont difficult engineering work of its kind under-
taken in India, snd has, during construction, presented many nowvel
and intrirate hydraulic problems. The location of the head works
was under investigation and diseussion for four years. It was
finully decided to adopt the present site Leneath the hill surmounted
by the Mangla Fort. Here the Jhelum River tukes a sharp turn
to the right, creating a deep pool opposite the Regulator and forming
a8 natural boulder bar, or weir, shout & nule lower down. The
levels have permitted the canal taking off from the pool without
the necessity of interfering with the course, or the geueral regimen,
of the stream, which cusures the permanency ot the present condi-
tions. The cliff in which the Regulator has been eonstructed
ponsists of alternate inclined layers of soft sandstone and indurated
clay, and the river floods rse to a great height. In consequence
of these conditions the Regulator, through which the supplv will
be admitted into the canal, is an impressive structure, uf which
the architectural details have been elaborated in consnltation gvith
the Consulting Architeel to the Government of India, Mr. Begg.
The parapet is 70 feet above canal bed to clear the highest river
floods, and the foundations go down 2h feet below canal bed to
secure stability. The regulation will be done by three tiers of
gates, designed and supplied by Messrs. Ransome and Rapier of
Ipswich, who have also supplied the larger part of the steel work
requirements of this canal, owing to the Canal Workshop at Amritssr
being fully employed on the steel work of this and the other canals

*oi the Triple Canal Project,



