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For the first mile the canal is in a cutting 110 feet deep, in &
formation of irregular bheds of roft sandrtone and clay. On this
cutting, the excavation of which represents a vast quantity of work,
labour-saving appliances have been used freely, and the staff and
labour gangs have worked continuously for three years night and
day in two shifts. The work has heen of a trying and arduous
nature, owing to the stilluess of the air, the high tomperatures in
the cut and the radiated heat from the low hills.

The canal for the first 80 miles of its conrse is situated on the
side-long ground of the lower slopes of the Pabbis, following
generally a suitably descending contour, and thereafter, for the
remaining 28 miles, across the plain’ of the Gujrut ** Bar ™' to the
Chenab River above the Khanki works. For the fuot 50 miles it
runs through a tiact furrowed by numerous deep and well defined
hill tortents, haviug discharg s ranging from 750 to 150,000 curecs,
and flowing in shiftmg sandy beds vath steep erndients. For the
rest, it lies m a flood-swept tract presenting ull the difficolties
attending the uneertmin flow of deltaie streams. Not ouly are the
cross drainage works numercus and large, but the cheunel pasnes .
rapidly and frequently from deep cuttmgs to high embankments—
all costly wund <low in excavation and formation.  Almest every
one of the 70 torrent worky has had to be specially treated.  There
are four level-crossings, the largest of which 18 nearly as long as
the level-crossing on the Rawvi River at the heud f the Lower
Bari Doab Canal.

Work ecarried on for 10 vears, in eonnection with hill streams,
requiring the grndual buildmy of works aud the throwing up of
long embankments, has not bren without s nnxicties and diffi-
culties for the staff emplojed on constiuction. It was quite ah
unexpected disaster which overtook the Mangla works in April,
1914. Oun that o2casion the river rose to a level higher than In
the previous monsoons, and burst through the soft rock dividing
the river and the causl, submerged the Regulator, then at a low
level of construction, and paserd down the cut, shingling up the
stream navvies and covering the trrmway lines. This was a serious
blow to the loeal staffl and resulted in a long set.back to the
completion of the canal and to this inauguration cerrmony.

At one time in the history of construction, grave anxiety was
felt, that the Jong and high embankments would be so slow in
formation, as to delay the completion of the canal. Many miles
of tramway, with locomotives and suitable rolling stock, were
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procured and the work people trained to use these unfamiliar
appliances. Thus this difficulty was successfully overcome. Our
visitors to-day have travelled over 28 miles of the canal suxilisry
railway constructed snd maintained entirely by the Trrigation
officers, but this is less than half the total length of railway line
which was required to assist in the building of this canal.

It is difficult to convey in figures an idea of the magnitude
of the undertaking, but the msximum expenditure in one year
in the height of progress was Rs. 79 lakhs, while the average for
10 yoars 1s over 40 lakhe annually. This rate of progress is a
long way shead of that on the esrlier canals in this province, and
was effected in spite of thé shortage of labour due to plague
mortality and sgricultural cxpansion on the colony canals.

The quantity of earthwork of cuttings, embankments, ete., has
been 40 million cubic yards, equal to the contents of a pyramid of
% squorc mile base, and 2,270 feet high, or of a trench 5,000 mi'es
long, & feet wide and 10 deep. The quantity of stone masonry,
brick-work conerete, ete., combined has heen 335 million enbie
feet, which would be oquivalent to & pyramid of 400 fect side of
square base and 430 feet in height, or build a wall 10 feet high
and 2 feet thick, from Amritear to Peshawar. The officials on this
canal undertook to supply all the quarry stone required for the
entire Triple Project and in addition for the Lower Chenab and
Lower Jhelum Canals. Thoe quantity was 444 5 lakhe cubic fret.
It has been estimated that if all the trains run out from the quarries
wero placed on end, in one long train, it would cover the North-
Woestern Railway line from Mangla to Delhi.

As alroady noticed, the canal as a wholo is not complete, but-
it is ready to carry water to tho Chenab Rivar and to start on its -
carcer of usafulness. The bank botween tho river and regulator,
through which three tunnels have been pierced to supply wuter at
prespnt, bas still to be removed. Tho Gujrat Branch, the only
branch of this cansl, is practically complete, whilst the distribution
system will be ready for irrigation for the coming kharif scason.

The first 19 miles of the canal are situated in Kashmir territory.
His Highness the Maharaja of Kashmir, whom we are glad to
welcome here to.dey, made a generous concession in giving all the
land required for the canal within his territories free of cost. I take
this opportunity of thanking His Highness on behalf of the Punjab
Government for the facilities he has given us from the beginning of
the gurveys till the completion of this work. This canal will also
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be beneficial to the State, in that some six thuusand acres will be
snnually irrigated from distribution channels that the Kashmir
Durbar ars now busily construcling.

A work that hes been for 10 yeers under construclion has
naturally brought into prominence a great many officers and sub-
ordinates wpo have done cxceptionally well, in hastening the
progress and in making it pos:ible to bring sbout its inauguration
to-day. While rescrving for an oficial communication in its proper
place the names of all such officinls, { would beg permission of
Your Excellency to mention the names of u few of the officers.

Tho great designer of this canal was Sir John Denton, who for
mapy yoars had the privilege and advantage of watching it grow
in the capacity of Inspector-General of Irrigation; Mr. J. J. Mullaly,
sinee retired, was the fust Chiei Engioeer, and for five years
guided its construction; Mr. W. Ii, T. Bennett, since relired, was
for three years Chief Engineer; Mr. R. Bgerton Purves, since
retired, was for noarly 10 years counccled with the canal as Execu-
tive, Buperintending and Chief Engincer in turn; Messrs. Farrant,
Wadley, Taylor, Parsons, Ashford, Loughran, Hadow, Middlcton,
Murphy, Fane, Elsdea, Robertson, Leggett, Bond, Townsend,
Jackeon and Gyan Chand have all coniributed their very best
cfforts to the successlul completion of the Project.

I acknowledge on behalf of the stafl of the Triple Canals Frojeet
in general, and this canal in particular, the generous help at all
times received from the officers of the other departments of Govern-
ment conneoted with this euferprise, more especially the North-
Wegtern Railway Administration and staff, the District, the Police,
, the Medical, the Jail und the I'ost and Telegraph officers; and last
but not least the Accountant-Geuneral’s Departinent, who have co-
operated to keep the accounts straight and so cnabled the Ingineers
to strive more effectively with nature in wresting the blessings
of these rivers fromn the grip of the sea.

With the permission of His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor,
I am to ask that Your Excollency will be good enough to proceed
to the Regulator to open the canal by raisiug one of the sluices, after
distributing these tokens of favour to those among the subordinates.
contractors and Kashmir Btate officisls, who have been most
conspicuous in good work during the construction of this canal.

The speech concluded with a long list of officers who had been
prominently connected with or had rendered efficient service in
the construction of the canal.
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His Excellency the Viceroy said :~—]

Your Honour, Your Highness, and Gentlemen,—
When just two and an half yeurs ago I had the honour
of opening the Upper Chenab Canal at Merala, which
tormed the first completed instalment of the great T'riple
Canal Project, 1 hardly hoped that the privilege would
fall to me of being present at the ceremony arianged to
celebrate the completion of the project. The very
interesting report which we have just heaird read by
Mr, Ward has given us some idea of the difficulty of the
problems which beset this great undertaking and of the
ingenuity, determination and energy which have been so
unsparingly devoted to its accomplishment. The ingeni-
ous manner in which the water of the Jhelum is now to
be conveyed 1o the headworks of the Lower Chenab Manal
at Khanki so that it can be used for the imigation of the
Lyallpur Colony is indeed a stiiking exumple of the
advances which have been made during recent years in
engineering skill. Mi. Wiid has told us the names of
those officers to whose untemitting labour and care this
achievement is due I should like {o express my most
cordinl agreement with his words und my whole-hearted
admiration ot {he undaunted manner in which they
have met and suimounted all their difficulties and
disappointments. Without in any way depreciating the
work of these in less prominent positions, 1 should
like to select fo1 special wention Sir Johu Benton, who
designed the canal, Mr. Mullaly, who for five years as
Chief Engineer directed the work of construction, and
Mr. Purves, who was connecled with the work for ten
years in various capacities. I am very glad that
Mr. Purves has been able to be present to-day and to see
the results of his Jabours. May I also express the pleasure
it has Leen 1o me to-day to meet here my devoted friend,
His Highness the Maharaja of Kashmir, to whose generos-
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ity we are indebted for a free gift of territory through
which the first section of 19 miles of the caual has been
constructed. I trust that this generosity may be to some
extent repuid by the benefits which u portion of His
Highuess's territory will derive from this canul. But in
the great work ot bringing under the plough arid tracts
from which only indifferent grazing has been hitherto
obtained, the consiruction of canals and distributories is
only the first step.  There still remains the important task
which lies both upon the civil revenue officers and the
engineers in charge of the distribution of equitably
dividing the precious but variable, and often unexpectedly
restricted, cold weather flow of the {hree rivers among
the seven cunal. that make up the whole system. We
caon only appreciate the difficulty of this problem when
we remember that the country which these canaly will
command includes both submontane districts and desert
tracts, in the furmer of which the vainfall is 40 inches
and in the latter only 8. 'The classes of cultivators
whose needs and wishes will have to be considered are no
less varied and the best results can only he obtained if
there is cordial co-operation and goodwill hetween
Government officers and cultivators and also among the
cultivators themselves. 1 am confident that the officers
to whom this work is entrusted will spare ne efforts in
devising the best means for fulfilling the objects aimed
at. Apart from the increase of weallth and prosperity
which will follow this extension of irrigation, we may,
T think, also hope for other benefits, such as the promo-
tion of frisndly feelings hetween the officers of Govern-
ment who will be responsible for the distribution and
the cultivetors whose lands will receive water from the
system. We may hope that with the guidance and help
of the Agricultura]l Departmeni improved methods of
agriculture will be adopted in the tracts which will now
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for the first time become available for cultivation. In
thie connection I wish to say u few words about the
distribution which Government intends to make of the
waste land belonging {o them in the areas commanded
by these new canals. It is of great importance to secure
that their proper share in the blenefits of colonisation
schemes shall reach the genuine cultivators and other
classes which have desqrved well of their country. In
the present scheme only a small proportion, amouating
to less than one-sixth of the total availuble, will be sold
by auction and the remainder will be granted on “easy
terms to carefully selected persous and classes of culti-
vators. The objects which Government have mainly kept
in view when formulating their scheme are to foster good
cultivation and the use of improved methods, to encourage
horse-breeding without, as formerly, making it a neces-
sary condition of a grant of land {o compensate those who
have lost land owing to acquisition by Government or to
the vagaries of the Punjab rivers, {0 assist the depressed
classes and criminal tribes to raise themselves by their
own efforts, and, lastly, to reward in a generous manuer
those who Lave done good service either as soldiers or
by rendering assistance to the criminal administration.
Of the total number of rectangles available for distri-
bution in the Lower Bari Doab Cunul area nearly one-
fourth has been reserved for ex-soldiers, and, in the other
areas also, a considerable acreage has been similarly
reserved. These grantees will be selected by the military
authorities after the war and will probably be for ihe
most part retired officers and non-commissioned officers
who have distinguished themselves. Another interesting
innovation will be the provision of land for members of
the heredilary landed gemtry, a class which has hitherto
derived little benefit from colonisation schemes und has
tor somwe time past been declining in prosperity and in-
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fluence owing to the frequent partition of uncestral land.
Their loyalty and courage huve, however, been most
clearly demonstrated by recent events, und it is hoped to
strengthen their position and influence by granting them
lund in this way.

The facts which I have just staled will, 1 think,
convince even the most severe critics of Government
policy that we are not unmindf# of those who do good
and faithful service, and I will take this opportunity
of saying how very highly I appreciate the spirit which
has been shown by the cultivating classes in the Puunjab
during the difficult {imes through which we are passing.
Whether they have been called on to resist the persuasive
influences of foreign agitators or to tract down armed
dexperadoes, often at the risk of their lives, or to supply
recruits to fight for the British Empire, their pluck and
loyalty have been beyond all praise. It is, therefore,
with special pleasure that 1 am ussistivg to-day in the
inauguration of a scheme, the benefits of which will
specially ancerue to the cultivating classes. There is
something not a little solemn and awe-iuspiring in bend-
ing the service of this great God-given river to our will,
and I turn new to the task that has been allotted to me
with an earnest prayer that (fod’s blessing may rest upon
the work of our hands.

May these life-giving waters bring plenty to the land
and contentment to its peasantry. May that peasantry
ever retain the virile qualities for which it is so justly
famed, and may it ulso utilise its prosperity to udvance,
at the same time, in the nobler paths of intellectual and
moral progress and enlightenment.

O®ENING THE REOULATOR.

[Aé the close of the Durbar His Excellency proceeded to the
Regulator, being accompanied by the Lieutenant-Governor, she
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Maharaja of Kashmir, the Bishop of Lahore, the Ch ef Engineer,
Mr. J. N. Taylor, Mr. A. N. McI. Robertson, Mr, Jackson, Sub-
Divisional Officer in charge of cutting, and Mr. Crump, Bub-
Divisional Officer in charge of Regulator. His Excellenty released
one ol the counter-weights of the Canal Regulator gates admitting
the water, and declured ihe canal open. The Bishop of Lahore
offered thanksgiving and o short prayer invoking the Almighty’s
blossing, Mr. J. N. Taylor on behsli of the enginecrs presented
Huis Lixeellency with a silvgr rose bowl and cabmet as a souvenir
of the oceasim. The rose bowl, which was designed by the Punjab
Behool of Art, bore un insenption and representations of several
important festures of the wok., The opuning and presentation
ceremonies were withessed by the puests from the nght bank of
the Canal above the level of the Regulator.

After o close inspection of the Regulator His Kxcelloney re-
turned to parteke ot breahfast, and later aceomnpanicd by the
Lisutenant-Governor poceeded by motor-car to the rwlway ter-
mnus, The Lisutenant-Governor and certsin ofhiciale travellod
i the Viceregal trany to Juth, where His Bxcollency wus shown
the working of tho gates and of the releasing gear. The party then
procecdod by motor ear 15 milcs along the eanal bank to Serai
Alamgir, secing en rorte two smaller level-crossings, and different
types of dramnage works and hygh embankments. At Serai Alamgir
His Honour joined hie train und left for Lohore. His Execlleney’s
train left shoitly afterwards. )

OPENING OF NEW VETERINARY COLLEGEL AT LAHORE,

[During his visit to Lahore in Docember 1915, His Dxeellency
the Viceroy opened tho above College on the morming of the 10th
December :—

His Excellency who was accompanied by the Licutenani-Gover-
nor arrived at the College by motor car from Government House.
The Viceroy was received by Colonel H. T. Pease, Principal of the
College. The polico band played the National Anthem and His
Excellency inspected the guard-of-honour of tho st Punjab Volun.
teer Rifles under Csplain longdin. Sir Valentine Chirol eame -
with the Viceron. A procession wus formed ot the donr of the
shamiana and escorted the Viceroy to the dais, the order being:
tho Licutenant-Governor's Staff, Colonel Pease and Mr. C. H. A,
Townsend, Director of Agriculture, Puvjab; the Hon'ble Mr, C. A,



Speeches by H. E. Lord Hardinge of Penshurst. 171

Opening of New Vetcrinary College at ‘Lahora.

Barron, Chef Secretary, Punjab,- His Excellency's Staff, His
Excellency and the Licutenant.Governor.

The Chief Sccretary declared the proecedings opun.

Mr. Townsend mtroduced to His Eacelliney the following
professors of the College © Mr 1. Buthe, Mi, G. Taylor, Mr. W, A
Pool, hhan Bahadur Sayid Gilam Malitah Shab, hhan Saheb Suyad

Gilamy Shardat Shab, Iibau Seheb Gulam Hussain hlian, aud bhav
Bahadur D1, Amir Shah (1etized).

Mr. Townsend then rcad an addrées o the Viceroy 1n the cowse
of which he gave the lnstory of the College and tracud 1ts nise from
humble orygin to 1ts present pomtion of being the finest velermary
college in the East. He iefetied to the ever-incteasing demand for
mote highly tiamed viterinury assistants resulting i 1809 i the
mtroduction of a new course of tramng for (il vetermary aswst.
ants,  Of lale yems the College staff had been greatly strenglhened,
und 1t was deaded m 1914, while keeping the ordinary threc years'
cvourse for mihtary students, to introduce a four years' courso for
cvilian students and wlso {o mstitute & post-graduate course
Lpglisb to last for one yoat.

The Viceroy sud —)

Your lionour und Gentlemen,- ‘The address that has
just been read has given us a most interesting account
ot the development of veteninary teaching m the Punjab
from very small beginnings and Colonel Hallen would
have been & proud man could he have lived to see this
day, and realise that this splendid College has been
evolved from the small class for vetermary instruction
that he onigmally staated at Hapur. That class con-
tained the nucleus of a gieal idea that has gradually
developed and forced 1ts way to the ample recognition
we nee bestowmed upon it to-day. But I do not think that
this result would have come aboui unless the successors
of Colonel Hallen and the professois and lecturers who
have done such excellent work had played their own part
with zea]l and enthusiasm and these qualities have been
especially conspicuous in the present Principal, Colonel
Pease, who after five years’ absence on other duties,
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returned to the College and now has the bappiness to see
crystallised in this building the result of muny years of
effort, thought and labour. -

I have been particularly intercsted to learn that the
main course of studies is conducted in the vernacular,
while English is the language of the post-giaduate
course. There is mole than one school of thought as to
whether the medium of instruction i our lagher educa-
tional institutions should be English or the vernacular,
but I think few will be found to guestion the wisdom of
the polhicy adopted here, for many of those who are most
fitted by their home surroundings for a useful veterinary
career huve neither the time mor the inclination te
become versed in Western culture, and it is hardly open
to question that it must be fur easict for them 1o imbibe
a knowledge of velerinary science when imparted in their
own tongue than if it was compheated by the mysieries
of a foreign language. On the other hand post-graduate
courses mnecessitute the study of a wider range of
literature, and there are obvious reasons for their being
conducted in the English language.

These buildings have been designed on a generous
.scale and it is well that it should be so, for the demand
for veterinary experts is rapidly increasing. The
number of students has just doubled in the pasi ten
years, and whereas 20 years ago there were only 26
(veterinary dispensaries in the old undivided province of
‘the Punjab, there are in the present province no fewer
than 121, In the same period the number of amimals
treated has risen from 50,000 to 400,000. The address
claims that this is the finest Veterinary College in the
East and I can well believe it is true, nor is it altogether
unfitting that the Punjab should take the Jead in

veterinary euterprise.
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This province has long been famous for its breeds of
cattle and horses. The bullocks of Hissar, the buffuloes
of Rohtak, the cows of Montgomery and the sturdy
speckle cattle from the Dhami tract of the Salt Range
are all well known to fame, while the horses from the
Dhami tract and Dera Ghazi Khan have more than o
local reputation. The sardars and maliks of the Punjab
have always loved their horses. Perhaps that is partly
the reason why more has been done in this province than
in any other for horse-breeding. 'The horse-breeding
scheme in the Lower Jhelum colony has recently been
subjected to a very severe test on account of the demand
for remounts due to the War and hag been able to meet
it with conspicuous success. Under the operation of thiw
scheme there has now for several years past been an
average of something like 1,800 foals born every year,
and it is beheved that the limit has not yet heen reached.
It is hoped that in a year or two Government will be
able to rely on a steady supply of a thousand mules o
year from the Lower Chenub colony alone. Of the four
Camel Corps at Lyallpur thiee have now been called up
for active service. Large areas of land have been set
apart on the Lower Bari Doab Canal for the encourage-
ment of horse and mule breeding, and under the condi
tions of that scheme {he grantees will maintain no less
than 7,000 mares for breeding purposes.

We have been told that many old students of this
College are at the front on active service in France and
Mesopotamia and they will there have opportunities of
first hand chservation of the wonderful work that is being
*done under the auspices of the Blue Cross Association to
alleviate the suffering of sick and wounded horses. I
have no doubt that they, like their brothers in the fight-
ing forces, will play and have played their part in main-
taining the high reputation of India, and I can wish this
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College no better fortune than that the young men who
pass out of her portals may bear upon their brows the
sea] of enthusiasm for iheir profession and carry wherever
they go a reputation for care and vkill and tenderness
for those dumb rreatures 1o whom mankind owes such a
heavy debt of gratitude. I congratulate all who have
had a share in bringing this building to a successful
completion and not least to Mr. Sullivan, whose architec-
tural designs have so happily materialised and I now
declare this College open.

KING EDWARD MEMORIAL: NEW MEDICATL COLLEGE
HALL, LAHORE,

[After the opening of the Veterinary Colloge His Fxcellency drove
stroight to the New Medical College hall to open the first eompleted
instalment of the King Fdward Memorinl, His Excelleney who
was accompanied by the Lieutenant-Governor was received ab the
entrance to the Memorial Hall by the Hon'ble 8ir Donald Johnstone,
President of the Executive Coinmittee, and Lieutenant-Colonel
Sutherland, Principnl of the College.

After a guard-of-honour of the 1/6th Devonshire Regiment which
was drawn up on the lnwn facing the College had been inspected a
procession wes formed to the dais in the fallowing order :—Lieute-
nant-Governor's staff, President and Principal, Mediral College, His
Esxcellency's Staff, Hin Honour, His Dxecelleney. The Viceroy
having taken his seat, the Presideni of the Memorial Committes
presepted in twrn the Members and Honorary Secretary of the
Executive Committee, Professors of the Medical College and officials
of the Public Works Department connected with the construction
of the memorial buildings., The President of the Committee then
read an address in which he traced briefly the history of the Lahore
Medical College and the Muayo and Albert Virtor Hospital. He then
described the movement to create a provineinl memorial to the late
King Edward and the part taken in organising and directing
it by Sir Louis Dane, Siv Arthur Reid, Mr. Montagu Butler,
Mr. Ferguson, Tala Amar Nath, Honorary Secretary of Com-
mittes, and others, explaining the finances of the scheme. He
paid that the tota} funds at the disposal of the Committee were
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Rs. 82,08,863, including a grant of 10 lukhs from the Imperial Gov.
ernment and 4} lakhs and other substantial aid from the Provincial
Government. The ttal cost of the whole schieme including direct
and indirect charges was Rs, 40,62,580, this meluding the valuable
siter given by the Governinent and remitted departmental charges.
They could justly claim that the memorial would be worthy of the
August Bovercign it was intended to commemorate and it was most
auspicious that the opening should have fallen to the lot of the
Viceroy who was a eompunion of King Vdward in his wissions of
peace and the grandson of one whose nune shong brilliantly in the
annals of the Punjab.

His Fxeellency then mado the following speech :—)]

Your Honour, Ladies and Gentlemen,—QGlad as I am
to have the privilege of opening the first completed
instalment of this splendid wmemorial to one whose
memory will ever live in history and be dearly trensured
in the hearts of those who kuew him, the orcasion caunot
fail to bring us saduess when we think of the greut
struggle which now threatens the progress of civilisation
in every contimeut of the world. Throughout his reign
Eing Edward strove, and sirove successfully, for the
muintenance of peace with honour and of awmity among
nations. How much he accomplished is fully kunown
ounly to the few who had the privilege of sharing in his
labours, but there can be no doubt that but for those
efforts the position of the British Empire hoth as to
internal unity and as to perfect concord with her Allies
would be vastly different from what it is {o-day.

As Sir Donald Johnstone has suid in his address, the
welfare and happiness of his people were alwoys verv
near to King Edward’s heart, und there could huve heen
no more suitable means of perpetuating his memory
than by the provision of a medical college and hospitul
and thus to spread the knowledge by which comfort and
healing may Le brought to the many who now need it.
We bave heard to-day of the mauner in whick the
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scheme was initiated, and I am sure you will all agree
with me that we cannot appreciate too highly the part
played by Sir Louis Dane both in the conception of the
idea and in the raising of the necessary funds. His
intimate knowledge of the people and his ready eloquence
brought home fo the imagination of the Punjab as
nothing else could have done both the grandeur of the
memorial and the nobility of the character of him to
whose memory the college and hospital were to bd
dedicated. The work so faveurably begun, so generously
supported both by ruling chiefs and by the wealthy as
well as by the peasant classes throughout the province
according to their means has been carried on with the
most praiseworthy energy and ability by those who haye
had but little leisure from their ordinary avocations for
honorary work of this kind. There are many names
which T would like to mention in this connection, but I
feel that special reference should be made to the labours
of Sir Arthur Reid, Sir Alfred Kensington and Sir
Donald Johnstone who have filled in succession the
position of President of the Memorial Fund and to those
f Mr. Montagu Butler, Rai Bahadur Mohan Lal and
Sheikh Mohamed Ali Khan who did much arducus and
valuable work as honorary secretaries. Much still
remains to”be done before the final stone of this great
memorial is set in place, and its completion may perhaps
be delayed beyond the normal time by the neocessity for
sconomy which this great War imposes upon as at the
present time, but these gentlemen who have laboured so
unselfishly have the satisfaction of seeing some portion
already finished and the remainder on the way to com.
pletion.

The nature of the memorial has been fully described
in the very interesting address which the president has
just delivered, so I will not weary you with any further
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details, but I should like te refer to the use to which
sowe portion of it has already been put. When the War
began the Punjab Government set aside H0 bheds for
wounded soldiers in the Mayo Hospital which is to be
incorporated in the Memorial Hospital. These are not
generally occupied in full, but we may hope thut some-
thing has ulready been done in memory of King Edward
to alleviate the suffering of our gallant Indian soldiers
who have been wounded in an [mperial cause.

When this great struggle ends, a8 we all pray that it
may shoitly, we shall emeige with greater knowledge
regarding many things. Perhaps the most valuable, and
we may hope the most considerable advance of knowledge
will have been made 1 the seience of medicine, sanita-
tion and the prevention and allevintion of human «uffer-
ing by humane means. To spread this knowledge in
India is a work worthy of your highest endeavours und
one in which you, who will direet the teaching, may well
draw inspiration from the bright examples of your pre-
decessors. Some who luboured for years as wmembevs of
the staff and did much to bring the Lahore Medical
College to its present high efficiency have now pussed
on to eminent and responsible positions in Fngland.
Oune at least has left his well earned rest to help his
country in her nead and to take up again his old duties in
this College. Their tradition of unselfish labour will, T
know, be faithfully preserved in the greater College
which is now coming into existence under the able guid-
ance of Colonel Sutherland, who has been connected with
the College for nearly 20 years and has given invaluahle
help in working out the details of the present scheme.

To those who will be students in this College T will
only say that their lives will be spent in the tinest work
that man can de—the bringing of comfort and healing
to your sick and afflicted fellowmen. T know that they

N
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will strive to do it worthily and I pray that God may
give them strength to employ to the best advantage the
knowledge which they will gain within these walls.

RECEPTINN OF INDIAN MILITARY OFFICERS AT LAHORE.

{The last public function of the Viceroy's visit to Lahore took
place on the 11th December 1915 at cantonments when a reception
of rotired Indian Officers was held. Betwoen 1,500 and 2,000 retired
officers attended. The Viceroy accompanied by the Lieutenant.
(tovernor and Lady O'Dwyer, Bir Valentine Chirol and the stafis of
His Excellency and His Honour motored cut from Government
House. Thn Vieeroy was roceived by General Barratt, Commanding
the Tahore Divisional Area, and inspected a guard-of-honour of the
Oth Davonshires. A number of tho general public from canton-
ments and civil station wore present. The retired officers wera
drawn up in a hollow aquare and presented an imposing spectacle
in their brilliant and varied uniforms. Manv wore of great age and
bent with the weight of yenra and practically all proudly displayed
war medals earned in many different campaigns. Noticesble among
the throng were some wounded officers recently returned from the
front. They were arranged in soctions and the members of each
section were Introduced to His Excellcney by their respective
Deputy Commugsionor or officer in charge.

His Excellency acoompsnied by Sir Michael O'Dwyer and
General Barratt and staffs walked slong the line shaking hands and
touching the sword belt of each officer. So large was the gathering
that His Excellency was unable to groet separately those towards
the ond of the line. At the conclusion of the recoption His
Excellency tuok his stand at the saluting post end addressed the
gathering as follows :—]

Indian Officers,—1t is now nearly four years since 1
‘had the pleasure of meeting some 500 of you here in
Lahore but I enrried away such happy memories of that
day that I nlways hoped to répeat it before I left India.
And now that T have heen able to repeat my invitstion
ta you to come and see me, the Kinp-Emperor’s represen-
tative, you have shown your eagerness to accept it by
coming not in hundreds as on the last eccasion but in



Speeches by H. B. Lerd Hardinge af Pewshurst, 179

Receplion of Indian Mililary Officers at Lahove.

thousands and it is o response which I need mot tell
you gladdens and warms my heart, for it convinces me
that by coming in such great numbers, the majority of
you from great distances, your desire has bheen to
emphagise the steadfast loyalty of the Punjab to the
King-Emperor at u time when the Empire is fighting
with its whole strength in a righteous eause and agsinst
powerful and ruthless enemies. And what more splendid
representatives of Punjah loyalty and martial spirit cauld
I wish to see before me. Your war medals tell me of
service in all parts of the world—China, Eust Africa,
West Africa, South Africa, Somaliland, Egypt and the
frontiers of India and Burma. BSome even among you
are back from the present war scarred with hanourable
wounds, Your well-earned titles and decorations agein
remind me of long and faithful years of service, vf valour
in the field, of brave and courageous acts in times of
peace. Nor is this all that your presence tolls me for 1
see in you not only the fathers of many thousard gallant
sons now serving and fighting for the King-Emperor but
an influence for good, that most important factor at all
times and particularly in days like the present. The
influence of men like you who have eaten the Govern-
ment salt, fought the Empire’s battles and received in
various form the Emperor’s rewards and Government
recognition can be, should be and is an asset of inestiin-
able value to Government and one of the things which
I most wish to tell you to-day is how fully I realise and
how deeply I appreciate tha manner and the measure 1n
which vou have used that influence for the benelit of
Government and for the good of the province. Evidence
of it is apparent in many directions, but particularly in
the strong and comstant flow of recruits in the vastly
greater numbers demanded by the War and in the tran-
quillity of your province which in spite of certain unrulv
N2
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elements that have attempted to disturb the peace, in
spite of hard times and in spite of rumours and alarms
to which a great War always gives rise, has maintained
its great tradition and high reputation for loyslty.

Sardars, I thank you for this further service to your
Government—service performed after retirement to your
homes on your well-earned pensions. Contiune to per-
form it each of you according to your ability and oppor-
tunity, not only during the progress of the War but after
it. Breathe the martial and loyal spirit of yourselves
and of your sons into your grandsons and great-grandsons
so that they may follow your example and may show
the world when next the Punjab is cnlled upon Ly the
King-Fmperor that its answer is no less splendid than it
is to-day. Nor must T omit to mention the great plea-
sare I feel in seeing His Highness the Maharaja of
Patiala at the head of the splendid contingent from his
State. It iv characteristic of this gieat Punjab chief to
come here and to piesent to me personally the band of
gallant Sikh officers born and bred in the cradle of Sikh
chivalry, Patiala. T thank His Highness for doing so.
I thank him in the name of the King-Emperor for the
Imperial Service Troops he has sent to the War  Some
of them are now engaged in the Dardanelles, which is
one of the most ardaous theatres. And finally for his
well known efforts in stimulating recruiting for the Army
from the people within his borders,

And now before T make an end to these few words of
grateful acknowledgment of your services, past and
present, and exhortation for the future, let me tell you
that it is only the generosity of your respense to the
invitation to meet me which has obliged me to forego the
pleasure of shaking each of you by the hand for had 1
indulged in and allowed myself a word here and an
enquiry there as I passed down your long lines I should
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not have reached the last few hundied of you till they
and perhaps myself had collapsed from fatigue. Yet
though this personal touch is denied me 1 cannot but
rejoice at the reason for its demsal—your Jasge nuwinbers:
and T shall this evening inform His Majesty the King-
Emperay by telegrom of my meeting with this splendid
body of his subjects and assute him of your undimin-
ished loyalty and devotion.

[This speech way afternards translated 1nto Urdu by Ste Michael
' Dwyer.]

UNVEILING OF STATUE OF MAHARAJA JAYATl RAO
SCINDIA OF GWALIOR

[Dunng the Viceroy's visib to Gwalior 1o December 1915, His 30th Dec
Excellency unvitled the above stutue on the 30th imstant 1018
The souto from the Talace to the Jayap Chowk, s distance of
a mile and a hatf, was hned by froops on both sides; the houses m
the uity nere decornted with flags and bunting. and presented a
most pitmesque appearance The stone sceen work for which
Gwalior 15 famous was scen to great advartage along the whole
route, and its delicate lace-like texture added charm o the siene

On arrnval 10 the Tuvap dguwre, His Dxcellency, who was
accompanted bt His Highness, was received by Mt G J M
Hamilton, the Piesident of the Tashkar Mumcpahtv, and the
three Vice-Presulents, Sardar Majot ¥ado Rao Bapu Ghorpade,
Rai Babadur Pundst Pran Nath Rabha Bhushan, and Saidar Mivan
Ghan1 Maliomed Husratpp  The Square was hined with troops, the
guard of honour presented arms while the Band played the
National Anthem and the guns of the histoiic Gwahor Fort boomed
the usual salute. His Facellency and His Hoghness, followed by
their respective stafl, oroveeded to the dais wineh wax placed under
a pretty orescent shaoed pandal which was tastcfully decorated.
'The President followed by his three Vice-Presidents advanced and
Mr. Hamilton read the following address: —

Your Erxcellency,—VWe, the members of the Lashkar Municipal
Counal, esteem it a high privilege to have this opportunity of
offering to Your Excclleroy a loyal welcome on behalf of this City
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Knowing the interest and affection which Your Eavellency hes
8o often evinced towards the State and its Capital during previous
visits to Gwalior, we think it unnccessary to refer to the past
history of Lashkar; still less is it needful to discourse on the
origin, growth, and aims of the Municipality. Buch a disquisition
might be appropriate in the case of a strangor who visited the
City, but we are happy to think that Your Excellency is no
stranger to lashkar. We will only say that like many other
similar institutions clsewhere, wo are doing our best and learning
many valuable lessons by practical experience,

It would be out of place for us to dilate on the many noble
qualities of Mahuraju Jayap Rao Scivdia. BSuffice it to say that
in the Great Delhi Durbar of 1877 he was the first Prince to rise
and spontuneously echo the feelings of the Princes and the peoples
of India in the words, ** Shah-in-Shah, Padshah, May God Bless
you! Tho Princes of India Dbless you, snd pray that Your
Sovereiguty and Power may romsin steadfast for ever."”

In his long rule of forty-threc years he made this Stato some-
thing more thun & geographical expression; ho laid those firm
foundations on which the structure of modern Gwalior is bemng
built up steadily day by day. Even those who did not know hum
cannot but be gratoful that when be passed away he bequeathed
to Gwalior and to the British Empire his son, our present Maharaja.

The building in which th)s statue rests was designed by apd
constructed under the persvmal supervision of Sardar Balvant Rao
Sahib Scindia, C.V.0., Madar-ul-Moham. W consider that it 1s a
fine centre to this Square, the Jayaji Chowk.

With every assurance of our deep respect we beg that Your
Excoliency will do the Lashkar Municipality the honour of un-
veihng the statue of His Highness the late Maharaja of Gwalior,
Major-General Sir Jaya)i Rao Scindia,

Rai Bahadur Pundit Pran Nath Sabha Bhushan had the honour
of presenting the casket containing the address which had six
paintings of the dificrent handsome buildings of the Jayaji Chowk.

His lixoellency said :—)

Your Highness, Ladtes and Gentlemen,—I should like
to thank the members of the Lashkar Municipal Council
very warmly for the cordial welcome they have given me.
1 peed hardly dilate upon the great pleasure my visits
te Gwalior always afford me. Their frequent repetition
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coustitutes of itself sufficient testimony but it is most
pleasant 1o find the warm triendship that subsisis between
your distinguished Mahuraja and myself so heartily re-
flected i the kind words that you have used. 1lu inviting
me to perform the ceremony of wuveiling the slatue of
Mabaraja Jayaji Rao Scindia you remark that when he
passed away he bequeatbed Lo Gwulior and the Biitish
Empire his son, the present Maluraja. That strikes me
us a very happy phrase and indeed that fact alone gives
him no smull claims upon the gratitude of posterity.
There can be no doubt thal one owes much of vne’s
temperament, gifts und character to one’s father and it
would be an interesting study for some one who has knowa
them both to trace how far your present Maharaja owes
to his father those great qualities that have enabled him to
amalie the state of Gwalior what it is. I am afraid I am
not gualified for the task as 1 never had the privilege
of knowing him whose staiue stunds before us but this
I do know from what 1 have heard and read thut he was
u man of very remarkable character. He wus o Maratha
to the backbone, proud of the glories of his family und
proud of the traditions of his race that have in the past
months of war beeu so splendidly upbeld by the Marathas
of to-day fighting for the Empire in Mesopotamia and
elsewhere., He was passionately fond of military pursuits
and took the preatest posaible interest in the training of
his forces and perhaps the rank and title that gave him
the greatest pleasure was that of General of His Majesty’s
Army which was conferred upon him at the Imperial
Assemblage of 1877. In his earlier years he busied
himself with schemes for the reform of the administratiop
and the energy, perseverance and the practical wisdom
that were such striking features of his character enabled
him before he died to lay the foundation for those great
dewelopments which His Highness your present Maharaja
has 8o successfully carried out in so many directions.
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But the greatness of Maharaja Jayaji Rao Scindia
was destined to be put to the proof by severer tests iban
the peuceful government of his state could afford and it
was not until the Mutiny broke out and its contagiog
affected his own {roops that his steadfast loyalty and
courage were exhibited in their real light. True as steel
there was no stauncher ally of the British Government
and {his in the face of so much opposition that he actually
had for a time to leave his state. No man could offer
higher proof of loyalty. His relations with the British
Government were always cordial and he gave a further
testimony of the same spirit at a later date when the war
was thought to be imminent with Russia and he oftered
the services of his troops. He was one of those who loved
to look into every detail of the administration himself
and a story is told of him that in 1868 when there was
a famine in Central India and he learned that his people
were in great distress, with an energy all his own he
mounted his horse and with a bandful of followers rede
from tahsil fo {ahsil to see things with his own eyes and
having satisfied himself how great was the threatened
calamity, immediately raised funds to preserve the people
from starvation.

I think you will all agree with me that the few remarks
I have made about His Highness Sir Juyaji Rao sbhow
that many traits of his character reappear in that of his
son, His Highness Sir Madho Singh. Just ten yeais ago,

_when Iis Majesty, then Prince of Wales, visited Gwalior,
" he said of him: ‘‘ His goal is the stability of the British
Fwpire and to attain that goal he is striving with all
his cbaraoteristic energy o improve the condition of his
people.”” Those words stand firm to-day. Who is there
in India who kuows more about the administration of his
state or tukes a greater personal interest in its dealings?
The stormy days of the Mutiny find their counterparts
now in the great crisis of war through which the Empire
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is passing and who ig there in India who has given more
thought and care to devising means by which he might
help the Empire in the great struggle? T will not dwell
on this pleasant topic but I do feel that 1f he in whose
memory this statue is erected could have knmown how
worthily his son was to follow in his footsteps to what
distinction he was to raise the name and fame of Gwalior,
then indeed he would have been a proud and happy man,
I will now proceed to unveil the statue,

jOn His Excellency pressing the button which relcased the
curtain covermg the statue the whole of the Durbar rose, the
Band played the Scindia National Anthem while the guns fued the
usual salute

After pan and aftar had been distmbuted and inspection of the
statue, His Excellency and His Highness returned to the Palace ]

OPENING OF THE PATNA HIGH COURT AT BANKIPORE.

[His Daxcelliney the Viceroy wimted Bankipore on the Srd 3rd Feb.
February 1916 for the spuainl purpose of opening fthe new bwidings 1086,
of the Patna High Court, the foundation stone of which the Viceroy
laid some two years before

Never hefore 1n the lustory of Patnu, ever since its downfall as
the capital of the ancient and mighty ompire of Chandragupta and
Asoka, had any pubhc function attracted such a lurge and mfluential
gathering as assembled at the ceremony of the opening of the Patna
High Court, und the roason wus not far to seek. The long chenshed
ambition of the Biharis was to be fulhlled m 1ts utmost reality, and
alert as they are in expressing their gratefulness to thar benefactors,
they had turned out in very large numbers from all parts of the
province, The number in the shamiana, which was very prettily
decorated, was the largest on record 1ot only to witness the ceromony
but also pay their last homage to the great and illustrious Viceroy
who not only raised them to the status of a self-contatned province
but granted them thewr High Court and their University, It wes
only four days before that they had shown their respect and devotion
to their ruler when the Lieutenant-Governor unveilled His Excel-
lenoy's statue, but their enthusiesm knew no bounds when they
welcomed His Excellency en roule to the shamiasna and when he
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addressed tho vast assermbly. His Ifxocllancy was deoply touched
by the greetupg, and acknowledgod 1t wath lus usual grace.

Long before the appointed hour the shamana was full to over-
flowing, Rojas, Nawabs, Zamindars, durbaris, officials, lawyers and
the public (meluding ladies) all occupying then seats i ther respec-
tive blocks, und the ladies m then dresses, the lajas and zamindars
sn thoir nich gay costumes, the judges and lawyers i their gowns,
wigs and bands und the umversity men in their scademic dresses
together presenicd o most picturesque scene. The road by which
His Exeellency arrived was gaily docorated with flags and bunting,
and at various placcs beautiful arches wece put up welvoming His
Excellency and wishing success to the Britwh and Alled sims.
Among the prominent people present besides the Lacutenant-Gover-
nor, wore the Cluct Juntice of Bengal, membcors of tho local Inxecu-
tive Council, the Clner Justice and judges-designate of the Patna
Haigh Court, excepting M. Atlonson, who had not yet arnived from
Home, the Additional Members of the Imperial Legislative Council
repreenting Bibui and Onssa, the Additional Members of the loesl
Legislative Councl and the prinupal ofhcers of Governmont ard
officers designate of the Iligh Court.

His Excellency loft Government House under the ususl salute
accompamed by an escort of the Bihar Laght Horse and on arrival
was met by the Iacutenant-Governor and staff. After inspecting
the guard-of-honour of British and Indian Infentry which was
drawn up 1a front ot the shamsna, His Lxcelloncy entered the
shamigna m procession amudst 8 floutish of trumpets. The Lieute-
nant-Governor, after His Execllency had taken his seat on the dais,
mtroduced the Chiof Justice and the judges-designate, the District
and Sessions Judges, the Superintondent and Remembrancer of
Liegal Affairs, and the Hegistrar-designate.

His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor then requested His Bxcel-
lency to open the Hugh Court, He said .—

** Very Iittle more than two years huve eclapsed since Your
Excellency lad the foundation stone of the buiding before us.
Since then the financal situation resulting from the war hes made
it necessary largely to reduco the exponditure on our new capital,
and the construction of the Secretarat and other binldings has been
retarded, but 1t was recoguised that whatever else might suffer,
nothing should be allowed to delay the establishment of the provin-
cial High Court. The construction of this building was thereafter
pushed on with the utmost possible oxpedition, and our thanke are
due to Mr. Searight and the officers who worked under him, and to
the contractors, Messrs. Martin & Co., for their unsparing exertions
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*
yehich bave had such a satisfactory result. Our thanks are also due
to the Government of the United Provinces for allowang us to make
use of the plans which had boon propared for the Allahabad High
Court by their architect, Mr. Lashman, and thorchy enabling the
work 40 be starbed at & much carher date than would othorwwe
have been possible. 1t 18 & matter of great gratiheation to the people
of tlus provmee that this building has boen comploted before Your
Lxcelloney lays down the rewns of your eanlted office, and that on the
eve of your departure irom India you bave been able to find tume to
come once more to Paina to declare then High Court open.”

His Excellency then rose smd tunwltnous cheering and spoke
as follows :—]

Yeour Honour, Ladies and Gentlemen,~-In the first
place lot me give expression to the jeeling of immense
pleasure that this opportunity hus given me of revisiting
Bankipore and seelng once more my many iriends of-
Bihar and Orissa, and to be able to leave India 1 a fow
weeks’ time with the feeling and knowledge that all is
well in this young but sturdy and loyal province, and
that its progress and development a1¢ assured under the
able and sympathetic guidauce of Sir Edward Gait,
your Lieutenant~(xovernor,

In opening the building in which the new Court
created by His Majesty for this province will begin its
work withiu the next few weeks, I am about to pertorm
an almost unique duty and one which 1 do not think bas
fallen to the lot of any previous Viceroy. The Chartered
Oourts of the presidency towns are the children of the
old Supreme Courts, and as such have been sitting conti-
nuously from the days of Warren Hastings; so we can
bardly leok for a precedemt in their case for®the present
coremony. The only other existing Court estublished by
His Majesty’s Letters Patent is the High Court of
Jadicature for the North-Western Provinces, and, as far
as I bave been able to ascertain, no puhlic ceremouy
martked the inanguration of that Court in the year 1866,
or at amy mate if there was one it was not performed by
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%Im Viceroy of that day. It is therefore my peculiar
privilege to stand alone among those who have represent-
ed the Crown 1n the Indiun Empire in presiding at the
opening ceremony of & building which is to house a new
Chartered High Cowrt. This is particularly gratifying
to me, as it permity me to witness the final step, I may
say, the placing of the coping stone of a great adminis-
trative reform which I am happy to say has been brought
to its fruition before the close of my téxm of office, and
which I believe to be full of hope and promise for the
future, and tending towards the steady and progressive
development of India in accordance with the legitimate
aspirations of her people. The new province of Bihar
and Orissa, at whose birth I assisted, when the announce-
ment of its creation was made by His Majesty the King-
Emperor at the Delhi Coronation Durbar, is now to
receive what has always been regarded as the outward
and visible sign of the full development of a province—
8 development to which other provinces of India have
sapirations—but which you are now about to see realised.
I think, when I look at this fine building, that the people
of this province may congratulate themselves in many
ways on their new institution. It will be adequately,
and even magnificently, housed, and the building itself
an emblem of-the great functions the Court has to dis-
charge—great not only in its decrees as between man
and man, but as great and perhaps even weightier in its
decisions as between the individual and the Btate. You
are also greatly to be congratulated on the personnel of
the Judges of your new Court, which is such as I am sure
will create confidence amongst all classes.

You are indeed fortunate in your future Chief Justice,
a8 Sir Edward Chamier is a lawyer of great reputation
and of the ripest experience who has won his spurs both
in the Courts and on the Bench. You have in
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Mr, Atkinson a Judge fresh from the traditions of the
home Courts. The civilian element includes officers of
wide experience of the province, while in Mr. Justice
Sharf-ud-din and Mr. Jwala Pershad you bave men who
were born amongst those to whom they will administer
Jjustice.

The Court, then, will commence its work under the
most fuvourable auspices. In one sense it reaches back
in historical connection, through the High Court of Cal-
cutta, to the days of Sir Elijah Impey, and in another
sense it is a new Court which will have its own traditions
and reputation to establish, and I trust and have no
doubt that the traditions and reputation it will create
will be such ax f¢ make it respected and honoured by the
people amongst whom its work will be done.

I should like to take this opportunity of expressing
my pleasure at seeing here oun this occasion the Chief
Justice of the Calcutta High Court, for I feel that it is a
fitting occasion to acknowledge very warmly the agsist-
ance and sympathy which the Judges of that Court have
so unsparingly given in solving the problems and the
difficulties that have arisen in the establishment of this
new Court. These difficulties have now, I hope, been
successfully surmounted, and we can resi assured that the
duplication of Courts will enable both alike to keep in
the most intimate touch with the local conditions that
prevail within their respective jurisdictions and also to
exercise a close supervizion and control over the proceed-
ings of the subordinate judiciary.

His Honour ihe Lieutenant-Governor has referred in
his speech to the fact that, even under the shadow of the
great war, this building has been proceeded with in order
to enable the new Court to come into existence at the
earliest possible date. I think there is something in
this which might give our enemies ground for reflection.
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It seems to me that they might find a lesson in the fact
that the British Government, even under the distractions
of this troubled time, pursues with unfailing vigour the
aim which it has always proposed to itself as one of the
fundamental objeets of all good government—the desire
to facilitate the administration of justice to all its sub-
jeets. The greatest credit is due to those members of
the Public Works Department and others who have
helped to raise the building within so short a apace of
time. It seems only the other day that I was laying the
foundation stone and now the stately fabric is completed.

This happy result is very largely due to the energy
and ability of those entrusted with the comstruction of
the building, and I wish to associate myself most heartily
with what Sir Edward Gait has said regarding
Mr. Searight and the officers who worked under him and
regarding the contractors Messrs. Martin & Co., whose
distinguished senior partner, Sir Rajendra Nath
Mookerjee, I am very glad to see here to-day. My only
regret is that my vld friend, Sir Charles Bayley, to whose
taet and determination the completion of this building
owes 80 much, is not present to-day to see the fruition
of his labour,

Anxious as your province has been to possess her own
High Court, I am aware that you also look forward
eagerly to the time when you will have your own Uni-
versity and your own Engineering and Medical Colleges,
These are very proper aspirations and will no doubt be
fulfilled in due course of time, and you need have na
fear that your ambition will suffer from any lack of
sympathy on thé part of the Government of India. But
in the meanwhile I would ask you to remember that,
though the war has not been permitted to interfere with
the steps necessary to the foundation of this Court, yet
many other excellent schemes have had to be suspended
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on account of their cost, and all of us have had to make
sacerifices to try and ensure the ultimate triumph of oar
Empire and of our ideals.

The noble edifice of our grent Empire is founded on
justice and cemented with mercy, and I am proud to
think that during my Viceroyalty this fresh contribution
to its stability has been completed and to feel that I am
here to-day to bear witness to it. With my most earnest
wishes that the labours of this Court may be inspired
with wisdom, justice and mercy, I will now proceed to
open the building.

[At the close of the ceremony Hin Excellancv proceeded to the
main door of the High Court accompamied by his staff, the Tiaute.
nant-Governor and his siaff, the Chief Justice of Bengal and the
members of the loeal Lxecutive Counall, and the Chicef Justice and
Judges designate of the High Court. On armival at the main door
Mr. Searight, lute Chief Lnginoer in.charge, Mr. Brebuer, I'x¢cutive
Engineer-in-charge, and Sir Rajendra Math Mukerjee, reprossnta-
tive of Mesars, Martim & Co , contractors, were introduced to His
Fxcellencv. Sir Rajendra prosented Hie Tixeclleney with a golden
key and His Excellency opened the High Court. The Licutenant.
Governor and the Chief Justice-designate then comducted the
Viceroy to the « hief Justice's Court and showed His Excellency the
other principal rooms of the bwilding The Vieccroy showed great
interest in the fnspection, after which he returned to Government
House.]

LAYING FOUNDATION STONE OF HINDU UNIVERSITY
AT BENARES.

[Afer the openirg of the High Court buildings st Bankipore the 4h Feb,
Viceroy visited Benares for the purpose of laying the foundation 1916
stone of the Hindu University, the Bill for which had been passed
in the Legislative Council held at Simla in October. His Excellency
performed the ceremony on the 4th February in the presence of an
immense gathering of veople. Long before midday the huge amphi.
theatre began to fill. The entire place, clothed in yellow, looked
most impressive with the multitude of people In variegated costumes
oscupying all the svadable space. Guards-of-homout furhished by
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the 1/5th Hamopshire Regiment and the 7th Rajputs filled the space
on both sides of the central dais, where the foundation stone was
mounted on white. The Central Hindu College cadet corps was
stationed round the dais.

Punctually at midday, the entrance of His Excellency the Viceroy
to the amphitheatre war signalled by the guard-of-honour present-
ing armn, and the National Anthem was played. His Fxcellency
took his seat on the dais in the centre of the amphitheatre. On his
immadiate right were seated the Maharajas of Kashmir, Jodhpur,
Bikoner, Kotah, Kishengarh, Idar, Alwar, Dungarpur, Datia,
Benares, Jhalawar and Nabha, On his left were Lord Carmichael,
Governor of Bengal; Sir James Meston, Sir Michael O'Dwyer, Sir
Edward Gait, Sir Sankaran Nair, the Maharaja of Darbbanga, Bardar
_ Daljit Singh, Dr. Sundar Lal, Dr. Deva Prasad Barbadhicary, S

Guru Dar Banerjee, Pandit Madammohan Malaviya, the Maharaja
of Baliampur, Rir P. &, Pattani and Mr. N. M. Goculdas.

After the National Anthem had been played the pupils of the
Central Hindu College girls’ school sang a hymn invoking the
Goddess of Learming to shower blessings on the University,

MaARARAJA oF DARBRANGA'S SPEECH,

The Msharaja of Darbhanga, in asking the Viceroy to perform
the ceremony, said :(—

May it please Your Ercellrney,~It is my pround privilege to-day
respectfully to offer to Your Excellency on behalf of the Hindu
University Society a most curdial welcomo to this sncient geat of
learning, and to exprens our fervent gratitude for your gracious
acoeptance of our invitation to lay the foundation stone of the Hindu
University, which will remain ever associated in the minds of the
Indian people with a Viceroy whose generous support and sympathe-
tioc encouragement have contributed so much to the realieation of
the earnest hopes and aspirations of Hindu India, which will now
take concrete shape in this institution. The history of the move-
ment for the establishment of the university is briefly told, It
oarries us back to the year 1904, when at a meeting held under the
presidency of His Highness the Maharaja of Benares, the proposal to
found s Hindu University was first put forward, The ides took
some years to mature, and led in 1911 to the formation of the Hindu
University Society, which was rogistered under that name. The
-Rociety was suocessful in obtaining the very next year, through the
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‘support of Your Exceliency’s Government, the approval of His
Majesty's Secretary of State for India of the proporal to establish
a teaching and residential University on the lines proposed. A
short period of a little over two years spent in the discussion of
details saw the Benares University Bill passed into law and placed
on the statute book of the land on October 1st, 1015, It ir a sourco
of decp gra*ification that the idea has effectively touched the hearts
of the people of the land. The great and noble Princes, the landed
gentry and the general public have all come forward as one body
gonerously to support the movement. Their contributions to the
University funds now amount to close upon one crore of rupees,
including the capitalised value of the annual grants sanctioned by
the Ruling Prinees, to which Your IFxcelleney's Government has
been plessed to add an annual grant of a lakh of rupeos.

The selection of a suitable site affording full facilitios for the
ever-progressive development of a great University, growing and
expanding with the growth of ideas and ideals as well as the multi.
farious demands and needs of modern life and its many sided acti-
vitiqg, was the first measure which engaged the attention of the
Bucicty, snd the site em which we are assembled to-day, extending
over more than 1,200 acres, was selected after much consideration.
The ineorporation of the Central Ilindu College in the new Univer-
sity had been contemplated from the beginning, and thanka to the
ready co-operation of Mrs, Annic Besant and the other trusfecs of
the college, whose labour of love and devotion had built up that
institotion, the college has been trunsferred to the Socicty to serve
as the nucleus of the University. The movement reaches ita culmi-
nating point to-day when we are met to witness the foundation nf
the University being laid by Your Excellency.

The reasons which demand the establishment of such a University
may also be brieflv stated. It is impossible to reeall the state of
edueation which existed in India at the beginning of the British
rule and compare it with the stage it has now reached, without a
sense of deep gratitude to the Covernment which has brought about
this momentous change. Great ¢'so in our indebtedness for our
existing Universities, 'vhich have contributed in so large a measure
to the diffusion of higher education among our people. But these
Universitios are at present mainly examining bodies, and there ia
an ever-growing consensur of npinion that those Universities alone
‘can beat discharge their high function and fulfil their mission which
teach as well as examin~, which impart not only literary but also
scientific and technical education combined with research, and
which “mould the character of their alumpi by helping them to
Q
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live their academic life in healthy environments under the personal
influence and loving care of good and capable teachers.

There was another equally powerful reason for insugurating
this movement. While we highly apprecigte the value and need of
eduecation in Furopean arts and sciences, we cannot divest oursclves
of the consciousness that we have inherited a culture and civilisation
of our own, which reaches farther back in time than that of any
other people, and which possesses, as e believe, iv a specin! degree,
the elemnents of rocial stability as well as the fundamental principles
of physienl, intellectual and spivitual progress and welfare, Amidst
all the vicissitndes through whick Hindu scciety bhas passcd it has
in ull essentials clung to that civilisation, and has ever been governed
by it. There was naturally & widespread desire in our community
thut wo should have a ceutral educational institution of our own,
to prescrve and promote nur distinelive civilisation and cultore,
and to instroet our youth in the saered precepts of our religion.
The promoters of the University believe that if our students nru
brought up i our traditions and enlture wud instructed in the
precepls of our religion, they will grow up into men of vigoroue
intelleets and hugh eharaeter, who love their Motherland, are loyal
to the Wing and me in every way fit to be useful members of the
community and worthy citizens of & great Empire.

Deap, therefore, is our gratitude and great our joy that under the
dispensation of s henign Providence, with the gencrous support of
the suzerain power, of the Rulers of Indian States and of the publie,
we witness here to-dny the foundation of a great institution which
socks to combine tho usefulness and efficiency of the modern system
of cducation with the high spivitual ideals of ancient Tndia. This
auspicious dny will ever remain memorable in the history of our
country. Never before, perhaps, in that history did the highest
ropresentative of the Sovercign and the Rulers of so muny States and
Provinces meet to co-operate with the people to bring into existence
an cducational institution like the proposed University. The grati-
tude that we feel towards Your Excelleney is too deep for words, for
our success is in the largest measure due to the generous sympathy
and support which the movement has rece.ved at Your Excellency’s
hands. Nor should we omit to express our obligations to the
Hon 'ble Sir Hurcourt Butler for his valued advice and friendly help
at every important step in our progress. We are also deeply thank-
ful to the Rulers of Provinces and Indian States who have honoured
and encouraged us by their presence. Equally grateful are we to
the distinguished scholars and educationists who have by so kindly
responding to our invitation given us an sssurance of their gitidance
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and co-operation in the great task that hes before us of building up
an ideal University and making it in every way worthy of the conti.
nued patronage and support of ull well-wishers of this land.

We {ake this epportunity of expressing our gratitude to all sub.
seribers to the funds of the University, particularly to Ruling Princes
and other principal donors, who have helped us with liberal contri«
butions. lime will not perit of our mentioning the names even
of all donors of large sums, but we may be sllowed capecially to
express our olligations to 1lis Highness the Musharana of Udaipur,
His Highness the Maharajn Geekwar of Beroda, His Highness the
Maharaja of Mysore, Iis Tighness ihe Mahareju of Jamrmu and
Kaghmir, His Highness the Maharapn of Joudbpur, I1is Highness the
Maharaja of Jaipur, His Highness the Maharaja Scindin of (iwalior,
His IMighness the Maharaja Holkar of Indore, His Highness the
Msharaja of Bikancr, 1lis Iighness the Muherao of Kotah, Hie
Highness the Maharajn of Kishengarh, e Highness the Maharaja
of Alwar, Ilis Highness the Maharayn of Nabha, Hisn Highness the
Muaharnja of Bennres, His Highness the Maharajn of Karpurthala,
His Highness the Raj-Rana of Jhalawar, His Wighness the Muharnja
of Dutia among the Ruling Princes, and to the Hoen'ble Maharajn
of Darbhangn, the iIon'ble Maharsju of Balrampur, the IIon'ble
Mabaraja of Knasimbazar, Sir Rash Bihari Ghosh, Thakur Suraj-
baksh Singh of Sitapur, Babu Bisjendra Kishore Rov Chowdhuri,
the Hon'ble Babu Moti Chand, and the Hon'ble Dr. Sunder Tal,
who have each contributed a lakh or more to the funds of the
University. We alvo desire to thank the Government of India for
tne handsome grart of one lakh n sear. We fully realise that we
require 8 much larger sum than we have yet been able to secure, bub
we have every hope that the gencrous public will help us with all
tho funds we need to build up this new and great temple of learning.

Your Fxeellencey's administratior, which we are grieved to think
is drawing to a close, will ever be memornble for the spirit of true
and active sympathy with our national sentiments and asparations
and for an carnest endeavour to nppreciate and satisfy popular needs.
Many are the wise and benefirent messures which have distinguished
Your Ixecellency's Vicernyalty., Among these the support you have
given to the causz of ed cation in general, and of higher education
in particular, the inuuguration of residential and teaching Universi-
ties, and the liberalisation of educational policy by sanctioning the
establishment of a private University, will stand out conspicuous
and be gratefully cherished in the memory of the pcople. These
measures have won for Your Excellency the deep admiration and
grateful affection of ail classes and sections of the community, and

o2
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have secured for you a highly honoured place in the history of our .
Iand. As 2 memento of the deep and kindly interest which Your.
Excellency has taken in the Hindu University, the Judhpur Durbar
have endowed a chair of Technologv, with an endowment of
Rs. 24,000 a year, which they and we desire to assoviate with your
honoured name, and we crave Your Fixcellency’s permiesion to our
doing so, That endowment will, we hope, serve as o nucleus for the
devolopment of the Faculiy of Technology of the University in the
near future.

Wo are also decply indebted to His Honour Sir James Meston
for the keen personal interest he has taken in owr work and we take
this opportunity of expressing our pratitude both to him and.to
the officers of his Government for the invaluable assistanca and
co-oporation we have received from thom in making the requisite
arrangements for this funetion. We ennnot conelude without giving
speeinl expression to our gratitude to His Highness Maharaja Sir
Prabhu Narain Singh of Benares for the paternal interest he has
taken, and the iostering support he has alwayvs extended from tae
very beginning of its life to the Central Hindu College and to the
acheme of the University itself, and lastly for the liberality of hie
co-operation in arranging for the reeeption of our distinguixhed and
honoured guests on this oceasion.

Now I humbly request Your Excelleney to be pleased to perform
the great ceromony which has brought us here to-day, and we
forvently prmy to the God of all nations that He may bless the
groat work which Your Excellency is about to inaugurate, so that
it may fulfil in ever greater and greater measure, its pure and
noble purpose of welding togother the noblest cultures of the Fast
and of the Wost, and that He may vouclisafe health and happiness
to Your Fxcellency, peace and prosperity to this ancient land and
to the great Empire of which it forms a part, and long life, glory.
and power to the noble and gracious King-Emperor who rules over
this Empire. )

The nddress was enclosed in a silver casket, which was a
facsimile of the Holy Temple of Siva.

In replying to the address His Excellency spoke as follows :—]

Your Eaxcellency, Yeur Honours, Your Highnesses,
Ladies and Gentlemen,—It has seldom fallen to my lot
to address a more distinguished gathering than that
which T see before me to-day including as it does the
Governor of Bengal, a constellation of Lieutenant-

N
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Goveruors, a veritable galaxy ot Ruling Princes and so
much of the Hower of India’s intellect. What is it that
has brought together this brilliant ussemblage from so
niany distant parts of Hindustan? What is the lode-
stone that is exerting so powerful an influence? It is
there in front of us; a fine block of marble, but little
different in outward appewrance from many others that
1 have helped to set in their places during the past five
years. But, in spite of its appurent simplicity, it possesses
a deep siguificance, for it betokens a new departure in
the history of education in India, and one thal has
attructed the most intense interest on the part of all good
and thoughtful Hindus.

This foundation stone will mark a definite step in
the advance {owards an ideal that has stirred to ils very
depthys the imagination of India. The demand for eu-
lightenment and educational progress grows ever stronger,
and the ceremony, we are gathered here to pertorm, offers
some small response to that demand, and muy perhaps
pave the way for its more rapid fulfilment.

To such an audience, as I have before me here, it is
unnecessary tv enlarge upon the need for providing
greater facilities for University education in this country.
We all know or have heard of the pressure that exists
in our existing University centres, of the enlargement of
classes 1o unwieldy dimensions to admit ot the inclusion
of the ever-invrmwing numbers of students, of the melan-
choly wanderings of applicacts for entrance from college
to college, when all colleges were already full to over-
flowing.

There 18 a great division of opinion hetween the
advocates of quantity and the advocates of quality, and
there is much to be said for both; the charge is fre-
quently brought against Government that they are too
eager for quality, and too ready to ignore the demand
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for quantity, and comparisons are made, that do not lack
force, between ihe number of Universities in England,
America and other countiies and the number available
to the 300 millions of lndia. Nevertheless, it is the
declared policy of the Government of India to do all
within their power and within their means io multiply
the number of Universities throughout India, realising
as we do that the greatest boon Governmenti can give to
India is the diffusion of higher education through the
creation of new Universities. Many, many more are
needed, but the new Universities to be established at
Dacca, Benares and Bankipore, soon to be followed, I
hope, by Universities in Burma and the Central Provinces
may be regarded as steps tuken in the right direction.

Here, at any 1ate, in this city is a case where we can
all stand together upon a commeon platform, for no one
can dispute that the Benares Hindu University will add
to the facilities for higher education and tuke to some
extent the pressure off existing iustitutions; while it is
the proud boast of at least one of those who have so
successfully engineered this movement, that the degrees
of the Benares Ilindu University shall be not only not
lower, but higher in standard than those of existing
Universities. It bas even been claimed that this Univer-
sity will only justify ils existence when the education
given within its precincts shall make it unnecessary for
Indian students to go to foreign countries for their
studies, and when such expeditions will be limited to
advanced scholars and professors who will travel abroad
to exchange ideas with the doctors and learned men of
other Continents, in order to make the latest researches
in all branches of knowledge available to their own
alumni at Benares.

That is u great and noble aim; and, if it is fulfilled,
as I hope it may be, this University will satisfy the
claims alike of quantity and quality; and I think all will
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admit that Government have not been backward to give
thieir co-operation and assistance to w scheme so full of
promise.

But this University is going {o do something more
than merely increase the existing facilities for higher
education. Its constitution embodies prineciples that ave
new to India, in that this is to be a teaching and resi-
dential as contrasted with an aftiliating and examining
University. I am not ignorant that these principles have
ulready secured general acceptauce from most thought-
ful men, but they were not fully r1ecognised when our
older Uuiversities were established, and they cun only
be partially applied to their constituvions. Perhaps 1
was wrong to say that these principles are new to India,
for, though in ancient times there was nothing quite
like a modern University, its prototype may be dimly
discerned in the far distant past and the tradition that
comes down to us is one of thensands of students gathered
round such great teachers asy Vashislda and Gautana,
and indeed the whele Indian idea of education 3 srapped
up in the conception of a moup ot pupils surrounding
their Guru in loving 1everence, and not only imbibing
the words of wisdom that fall from Ins lips, but also
looking up to him for guidauce in religion and morality,
and moulding their charucters in accordance with his
precept and example. To this and similar schemes my
Government have consistently given their support, and T
and my advisers came to the conclusion, at an early
stage in the bistory of the movement. that it would }ae
wrong and impolitic on the part of Government to resist
the desire shown by the Hindu and Mahomedan com-
munities of India to inaugurate special Universities of
this new type.

But whether the idea of a residential feaching
University be new or old, there is no doubt that it is a
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departure from the existing model, nor is this the only
departure that characterises this enterprise, anfl indeéd
I do not myselt think that important as the distinction
may be, it is going to have so great an influence upon
genelrations yet unborn as that other departure that the
constitution of this institution embodies, and that is
indeed of the very essence of its crealion—I mean its
denominational characler. Theie aze some who shudder
at the very woid denominalional, and some who dislike
new depurtures of any kind. Countroversy has raged
around such points in England, and educational problems
have a way of stirring up more feeling than almost any
other social question. I do not think this is unnatural.
for their importance cannot be exaggerated. If yom
realise that the object of an educational system must be
to draw out from every man and woman the very best
that is in them, so that their talents may be developed
to their fullest capacity not only for their individual
fulfilment of themselves, but also for the benefit of the
society, of which they find themselves members—if you
realive this, is it not well that men should strive with
might and main to attain, and be content with, only the
very best, and 1s 1t not natwial that the strife should
produce a mighty clash of opinion and conviction?

Buat the questions at 1ssue cannot be settled by theory
and discussion; education is not an exact science and
never will be, we must also bave experiment, and I,
for one, consider that Lord Ripon was a sagacious man
when he deprecated that the educational system of this
country should be cast 1 one common mould and ad-
vocated, as he was never tired of doing, that variety,
which alone, he urged, can secure the free development
of every side and every aspect of national character, I
should like to remind you, too, that this new departure
of a denominational University is not quite such a novel
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idea as sume of you may think, for the Education Com-
mission appointed by Lord Ripon, while recognising
that the declured neutrality of the State forbids ils con-
necting the institutions directly maintained by it with
any one form of fuith, suggested the establishment of
institutions of widely different types, in which might be
inculcuted such forms of ivith as various seclions of the
community may accept as desiruble for the tormation of
character and awakening of thought.

They recognised the danger that a denominational
college runs some risk of confining its henefits to a parti-
cular section of the commuuity, aund thus of decpening
the lines of difference already existing,

But I am not terrified by the bogey of religious
intolerance; rather do I think that a deep belief in, and
reverence for, one's own religion ought to foster a spirit
of respect fur the religious convictions of others, and
signs are not wanting that the day is dawning wheun
tolerance und mutual goodwill shall tauke the place of
fanaticism and hatred. That Commission toudched with
unerting finger the weahest spot ih our existing system,
for though something may be doune by mental and moral
discipline, and something by the precept and example
of professors, these are but shifting sands upon which to
build character without the foundation of 1eligious
teaching and the steadying influence of a religious at-
mosphere. My own personal conviction, strengthened
by what T have seen in stber lands, is that education
without relyrion is but liftie worth.

That, then, is the great idea that has brought you
all togetber to witness the ceremonial inception of this
experiment. Here you hope in the not far distant future
to see preserved and fostered all that is best in Hindu
ideals of life and thought, all that is noblest of Hindu
religion and tradition, culture and civilisation;. and
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grafted upon that tree—healthy and strong in its own
natural soil—you hope to see growing, in it and of it,
all that is good and great of Western science, industry
and art, so that your young men may go forth not only
inspired with pure and noble ideals, but also equipped
for the development of their mother-country along the
more material lines of progress and prosperity.

As regards the actual constitution, this has been a
matter of prolonged negotiation with the promoters of
the University movement and with the Secretary of State.
Into the history of {he negotiations it is not necessary
for me {0 enter. 1 need merely observe that my Govern-
ment have throughout been animated by one msin
purpose, to leave the greatest possible freedom to the
University, consistently with ils development on such
safe und sound lines as would be approved generally by
the Hindu community. 1 teel conhdent that the pro-
moters of this scheme will zealously see to the right
conduct of this institution.

I am glad to think that T shall leave the Vniversity
in the capable and sympathetic hands of Sir James
Meston, who is your first visitor. The position of visitor
is one of dignity and influence, and T know that you will
always be able to rely cu Sir James Meston for wise help
and sound advice.

We have not arrived at the present stage without a
considerable amount of effort and hard work, and I
should like to take this opportunity of expressing my
high appreciation of the zealous but reasonable spirit in
which the Maharaja of Darbhanga, Pandit'Madan Mohan
Malaviya, Dr. Sunderlal and others on behalf of the
promoters of the University, conducted negotiations with
8ir Harcourt Butler as representing the Government of
India, to whose great tact and conciliatory attitude, I
believe, the promoters of the scheme would pay as high
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an eulogy as I wish to pay myeelf, and thus enabled
the measure which gives birth {o thiy institution to be
passed through my Council in time of war as a non-con-
troversial measure. 1 alsu tender my most hearty
cengratulations to the Mabaraja of Darbhanga, Pandit
Madan Mohan Madlaviya and other members of the
deputation that spent so much time and lubour in enlist-
ing the sympathy and gencrosity of their countrymen
for this scheme.

I watched with the greatest interest their wanderings
from city to city, and noted the welcome they every-
where received, and the enthusiasm of their nudiences.

Heaven lelps those that help themselves, and the
result is that they have succeeded in collecting a sum
that guarantees u commencement upon o sound finaneial
footing and justifies us i faking to-day this first step
towards putting the scheme into material shape.

We have heard the names of many of those who have
contributed with princely liherality to mahe 1his possible;
and the Benares Ihindu University should never forget
how much she owes to the Ruling Chiefs of Indin.  But
much more will bz required in the future to secure the
early completion of all the requisite buildings, and I
trust that the generosity of the great Hindu Community
may be like an ever-flowing stream to feed this fount of
learning.

‘What will be wanted even more than money is really
competent Professors and teachers, so let me make this
appeal to the whole of Hindu India, to send her best
men from evefy guarter heve, so that they may help to
create a true University atmosphere and thus make this
great experiment a great success. The Act which we
passed last October, has still to be put into force, and I
am glad to annouce that the necessary steps are being
taken to do so at an early date. I trust that, when the
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University has been thus brought into legal existence,
every care will be taken to proceed with due deliberation
and circumspection so as to ensure that the quality of
the instruction given and the surroundings in whieh it
is imparted may be worthy of the great position which
this University aspires to atlain.

To my friend, His Ilighness the Mahaiaja of Benares,
special gratitude is due, for not ouly does the Central
Hindu College, which is to form part of the nucleus of
the new University, owe much of its life and inception
to him, but he is also making concessions in connection
with the acquisition of the land fom this great new
experiment,

Aud whete could a Hindu University be more happily
placed than here in Benates, the ancient seat of learning,
clustered uwbout with a thowsand sacred associations?
Here, if anywhere, should be found that religious atmo-
sphere which seems to me o essentiul to the formation
ot character, and here, if anywhere, the genjus of modern
progress will be purified by the spirit of ancient culture.

For the moment provision will be made by the transfer
of the existing Arts, Science and Oriental Departments
of the (‘entral Ilindu College to the University, so that
facilities for teaching these subjects may be supplied.
1 understand also that His Ilighness the Maharaja of
Jodhpur in addition to a lump sum grant has promised
an annual grant of Rs. 24,000, which may render possible
the inauguration of the study of some special technical
subject. And I accede with pleasure and pride to the
request that has just been made that my name should
be associated with the chair of Technology which it is
proposed to found with that endowment, but I trust
you will not let your ambitions be satisfied with this,
but will steadily keep before you the aim of creating
colleges or departments of science, of agriculture and



Speech;.s by H. E. Lord Hardinge of Penshurst. 206

Laying Foundation Sfane of Hindu University at Benares.

commerce and medicine, so that the Benares Hindu
University may be a place of many-sided activities
prepared to equip young men for all the various walks
-1in life that go to the constitution of modern rociety, able
to lead their countrymen in the path of progress; skilled
to achieve new conquests in the renlms of science, art,
industry and social well-being; and armed with the
knowledge us well as the churncter s0 essential for the
development of the abundant natural resources of India.
Let it be our prayer that this stone may contain within
it the germs of all that i« good and heautiful and wise for
the enrichment of the educational system of India, the
enlightenment and happiness of her people, and the glovy

of God.

[On the eqnelurion of lus speceh the Vieeroy walked down to
the central daic and talung the palv from  the Maharaja of
Darbhanga’s hand lud the foundation stone and deddared 3t well and
truly  lnid, The gosrd-of honom  prerented arms and the bhand
pluyed the Natwonal Anthem,

His Highness the Maharaqya of Thkaner i thanking the Viceroy
snid r—

Your Ercellency,—T feel it & great honour that I should have
been asked to inder on bohal of my other Princes and of the
Hindu commumity our most giateful thanks to Your Txeelleney for
laying the foundation stone of the Hindu University of 1lenares.
By this crowning act of sytoputhy with the hopes and aspirations
of our community, which constitutes the great bulk of the popula-
tion of this ancient land of Bharetvarsha, Your Excolloney has Inid
us all under a deep and lasting debt of gratitude. The idea of an
institntion like the Hindu University, which though designated
by a special name will vet be eitirely non-sectarian and undeno-
minational in throwing 1ts doors open to students of all ereeds and
of hoth sexes has, ss we hoped, been snecessful in gaining the
support of Your Excellencev’s Government, but we were particularly
fortunate in having been favoured from the very outset with Your
Excellency’s own peraomal interest and ssmpathy, and T can assure
Your Excellency that your taking the trouble to come here with the
special objeet of performing this ceremony is greatly apprecinted
throughout the length and breadth of the country,
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The movement has received the sympathetic support of rulers of
Indion States as well, as is evidenced by the munificenze of the
donations and their strong representation at to-day's function,
beeauso we share with the rest of Ilindu India pride in the achicve.
ments of our ancestors in the fiold of rehigion, plulosophy and
scienco, and the desite in preserve our distinetive culture; and
beeause of the mmmfold advantages of a residential and teaching
University ot the modein type which will afford special faciiuties for
instruction to our subjecls, and m the constitution and governance
of which representatives of Indian States will under the statute
have n rocoguised postion and a rubstaytial voice. Your Execl-
leney, as tho Hindu University under God's providence grows ia
uscfulness and tmpottance, genciations of Indians yet unborn wili
in an ever increasing snnber reesll with deep gratitude the honours
ed name of the Viceroy who helped to foster the movement and
whose impending departure all India so docply regrets. ]

OPENING OF TLADY HARDINGE MEDICAL COLLEGE AND
ITOSPITAL FOR WOMEN IN DELHL

[The Vieeroy opened the Lady Hmdinge Medieal College and
Hospital for Women m the aren of the new eity on the afternoon of
the 17th Febiuary. The weather, wlich was very wet in the oarly
morning, elomed up m the afternoon and the Vieeroy arrived in an
open eartinge wita the ITon'ble Diamond Hardinge, attended by
outriders and the full bodygunrd, The eeromony took place in a
huge shamana erocted opposite the college man entrance.

There was a large and distinguished gather:ng, the shamiang
being quite full., Among those on the platforn were Lord
Carmichael, Lady Willimgdon, the Commander-in-Chief, the Begum
of Bhopal, the Muharajny of Gwalior, Bikaner, Kotah, Patiala and
Jhind, Genetal Baber Shumshere Jung Rane Bahoadur of Nepal, the
members of the Vieeroy's Council, the commitiee of the hospital
and the Viceroy 's staff.

The proceedmys opened with the following address by Sir Pardey
Lukis, Chairman of the Hospital Cotamittea :—

Your Ereelleney,—On behalf of the Managing Committee, allow
mwe to express the sense of our indebtedness to you for the honour
you have done us in consenting to formally open to-day the Lady
Hardinge Medicsl Collego and Hospital for Women and the Train.
ing School for Nurses at Delhi, and, at the same time, to express
our gratificativn at having been able to push on the work in such a
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way that it has been possible to arrange for its fvmal opening prior
to Your Fxeelleney's departure from India.

Before asking Your Fiacelleney to perform the eeremony, 1t is on
well perhaps that T should say a tew words as regards the genesis of
the scheme. In 1912, Her Lxeelleney the late Lady Hardinge,
wlhen engniring into the reasons why so few Indian women of the
better cluss had adopted the profession of medicine, was unpressed
by the fact that no Medical Colicge exasted iy India exelusively for
women, wWhete women eoull be twaght by women and where they
could obtam the lngher degrees in medicine, snd that, consequently,
the bigher medical edueation of women was conducted by mala
professors i unaed classos af men’s cofleges. Her Fixeelleney vory
rightly concluded that this was the true reason why women of the
right tvpe did not come forwmd mosofliciont numbers, Aceordingly
she formulated a scheme with a view to remedying this state of
affuirs by povidmg in India the necessary wachmery for the higher
medieal education of Indin women, and she proposed to establinh
at Dellu o eolloge with ats attached hospatal m whoch wonen would
be taught by women to attend on women.  She also proposed to
attach to the ecollege and hosprtal a repmrate nstitation far the
tiaining of nurscs.  Alter gomyg earefully mto the matier, a rough
caleulution was made which showed that the initial conl necessary
for (1) a college of one hundred studonts, (2) o hospitad of 150 beds,
and (3) a traming school for Gfty nurses, would come to about,
15 lakhis of rupees, exelusive of the value ol the sile. Tt way further
estimnated that the anvusl mamintcnance charges would amount
approxunntels to one lakh of rupocs uvear,

On these lines Her Lxeelloncy made s persoual appeul to her
fiiends amongst the Ruling Chicty, by whom donations were pro-
mised fo the amount approximately of 15} lakhs. The names of
thege donors and the amounts of their donations will he found on a
marble tablet in the eutrumee hall of the College. They are as
follows —

Its.
His Highness tite Maharaja of dnipur . 300,000
His Highness the Mabarsja of Guahor . 200,000

TTis Highness the Maharaja of Patiala . 1,25,000
His Higlness the Mizam of Hyderabad . 1,000,000
His Highness the Maharaja of Baroda | p 1,600,000
His Highuess the Maharana of Udaipur . . 1,00,000
His Highness tha Maharaja of Jodhpur . " 1,00,000
His Highness the Maharao of Xotah . .  1,00,000
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Ra.

The Maharani of Hutwe . . . . 1.00,000
The Maharaja Bahadur of Dnr}:hangu . . 8,437
His Highness the Maharaja of Indore . . 50,000
Her Highnoss the Begum of Bhopal . e d 30,000
. Their 1lighnesses the Dowager Msharani and

the Maharani of Guwalior . . . . 80,000
H. M, Wadia Trust . . . 5 . 25,000
The Nowager Begum Aga I\han « 20,000
Other donors . . . . . . 1,00,000

In addition to this, Hiz Highness the Mabaraja of Jammu snd
Kaghmir agreed to give an annual subseription of Re. 3,500, and
the Government of India undertook to make a grant of one lakh of
rupoes per annurm towards the expenses of upkeep, whilst the Central
Committee of the Counters ot Dufferin Fund promises to defray the
cost of tho salarics of the thiree medieal women of the Women's
Modieal Service for India who will fill professorial chairs. They
also guarantee to present annually to the students 18 Central Com-
mitteo scholarships of Ru. 25 cach.  These gifts represent an annual
donation of about Rs. 20,000, Aceordingly a Mmnaging Committee
having been constituted, plans und designs were prepared by
Myr. Begg and the estimates compiled by Captain Giraeme under the
supervision of Mr. Keeling; thus rendering it possible for Her
Excelleney to lay the toundation stone of the new Medical Collego
on the 17th March 1914, a few days before her departure for England,
from which country, elas, she never returned. Since then work
has been pushied steadily on, and thanks to the labours of Messrs.
Begg and Glenn and Sardar Narain Singh, we are to-day in a
position to ask Your Fxcelleney to open the Institution.

In addition to the original donations, we have recently received a
sum of one lakh of rupees as the Punjab Memorial to Her Excelléncy,
and this sum has been allotted to the construction of the splendid
. out-patients’ department which, when completed, will be the best
of its kind in Tndsa. Bihar and Orissa, too, has sent us Rs. 30,000
as their share towards the Lady Hardinge Memorial, and this sum
will be allocated to the construction of the cottage wards, We fear,
however, that, even with this addition, we shall not have enough
money to complete the whole scheme, the revised catimate for which
now comes to nearly 22 lakhs of rupees. In addition to this, an
extra amount of approximately 2% lakhs is required in order to
provide furniture, equipment, teaching appliances, etc., so that the
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total expenditure may be taken roughly to be between 24 and 26
Iakhs. Tt is also doubtful whether the grants of one lakh of rupees
per annum by the Government of India and of Re. 20,000 by the
Countess of Dufferin's Fund, us well an the s, 8,500 promired by
His Highness the Mahuoraja of Jummu and Kashmir, will suffice to
meet the recurring charqes,  Further subseriptions and endowments
are, therelore, urgently required, and I may mention hee that,
had Lady Hardinge lived, it was her intention to appeal fo the
general puldic dor the support of this eeheme which is imtended for
the benefit not merels of Delbi und the Delni Provinee but of the
whols of Indin. Her Excellenes was of opinion that India’s most
pressing problem at the present day is how to seeure n healthy and
happy populution, and she regarded this College as a pioneer insti-
tution which would ultimately lead to the wide diffusion of medieal
and sanitars knowledge by traming Induar women of the proper
class an doctors, health officers mnd nurses,

The College buildings and hostels are now eomplete, winlst tha
out-patients’ department and one of the hospital blocks are far
advancerd.  No difficulty s anticipated, therefore, ns regards the
commencement of tutorial work in September next, by which time
we hope to be g position to commenc the teaming of students
for the regular degrees of MUBL, M.D., ete. T may mention in
this conneetion that we have already secured affiliation to the
Punjul Umversity as follows with effeet from Ist Seplember ;—
{a) In the Seience Faculty for the Intermedinte Cournes in Biology,
Physien and Chemistrs and the ndditional test in Chemistry, and
() in the Medical Fuculty for the conrses tor the Fust Professional
Examination for the Degree of Bachelor of Medicine and Bachelor
of Surgery., Meanwhile scholuships are being given to approved
eandidater to enable them to complete their preliminary edueational
studics and obtain certificates reeognised by the General Medical
Council as entitling them to registration as Medical students.

Before closing 1 must menticn o fow other contributic ns which
bave boen made to this College. The first is that of Their High.
nesses the Maharani Sahiba and the Maji Sahiba of Bharatpur, who
have contributed a sun of Rs. 7,500 for the marble flooring of the
entrance hall of the Col.ege as a token of the affectionate regard in
which they botih held Lady Hardingo's memory. A seroll to this
effect has been inserted in the middle of the pavement. 1 must
mention also that the Fon'ble Muharaja Ranjit Sinha of Nashipur
has presented & sum of Re. 5,150 for a reholarship to be called the
Maharani Nashipur's Ladyv Hardinge Memorial Scholarship which

P
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will be of the value of Rs. 15 per mensem and will bo awarded
aonually to & student of the first year whose work, in thelopinion of
the teaching staff, shows most promise. I may aiso mention that
Rai Bahadur Narain Singh hes made s gift of Rs. 17,000 for the
provision of special quarters for 8ikh girls in the hostel, and he has
also presented o piano of the value of Rs. 1,800 for tha general use
of all students in tho common recreation room. Lastiy, I have to
snnounce that Dewan Brhadur Daye Kishan Kaul, C.1.F. , Finance
Minisier of Alwar, has preasonted Rs, 4,560 in order to found a gold
medal a8 & memorial to Her Excellency, this medal to ho awarded
to the student who most distingmshes herself in preliminary scien-
tific subjoots in the first year class, The very artistie design was
drawn by Mr. Foster, Assistant Architert in the office of the Archi-
tect to the Glovernment of India, and the die was engraved by
Mr. Wyon, of London. We trust that Your Excellency-will allow
us o present to you the first imprersion that has been struck off
thia die both as a mementa of this occasion and as a slight acknow-
ledgment on our behalf of all that is owed by this institution and by
India generally to Hor Iixcelleney the late Ladv Hardinge's love for
the women of this country.

The Viceroy spoke as follows :—]

Your Ezcellency, Y our Highnesses, Ladies and Gentle-
men,—It is with the utmost diffidence that T have acceded
to the request of Sir Pardey TLukis and the Managing
Committee to open to-day this Medical College and
Hospital for Women, for I feel how inadequately I fill
the place of her to whose conception, initiative and energy
the realisation of this enterprise is due. The recollection
of the ceremony that took place in these grounds exaectly
23 months ago remains a vivid memory to many of us,
and it has T know spurred on all those who have been
oconcerned with the scheme to strain every nerve to assure
that the blessings to be derived from this institution should
be realised with the least possible delay.

For me this institution will always have tender but
happy associations. I have watched its inception, its
beginning and its growth with much personal interest and
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affection, and I realise from the efforts sucnessfully made to
push it forward that it hes been the wish of many that I
might have the privilege of opening these buildings before
I leave India in a few weeks’ time,

I shall never forget the more than kind reception
given by my friends the Ruling Princes of India, and
mony other Indian friends to the suggestion to found
a medical college for women at Delhi. As you will
have gathered from the long list given Ly Sir Pardey
Lukis of contributions and gifts made by them and by
other well-known notables of India {hey have been most
lavish and generous in their donations, and I can only
express my deep sense of gratitude {o Their Highnesses
and to the other numetrous subscribers at whose further
suggestion it was decided to embody this institution ns a
memerial to Lady Hardinge. On behalf of my family
mnd myself I wish to express our sincere and grateful
appreciation, for we feel that no more fitting memorial
could be raised to one whose love for India and for India’s
women and children was the one guiding light directing
her endeavours for the advancemeni of women and for
the relief of -~uffering amongst them. T feel that the
work of this college will be a continuation of that endea-
vour and a constant reminder to you all who were
amongst her best and most cherished friends, that in this
great labour of love she has left ‘‘ footprints in the sand
of time’’ that can mever be effaced and has helped to
bring England and India (loser together.

Sir Pardey Lukis has given a short account of the
genesis of the scheme to which T would like to add a few
additional details.

As we all know there has hitherto been no medical
college in India for the exclusive training of women. In
these circumstances instruction in medical subjects to

2
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female students has had to be given in mixed classes at
men’s colleges in various parts of India with the result
that Indian women of the right type and class would not
come forward in sufficient numbers to meet the ever-
growing demands for qualified lady medical practitioners,
since many Indian parents object to sending their
daughters to medical colleges primarily intended for male
students, thus rendering it necessary to reeruit to some
extent from England. Tt was also found necessary to
send Indian medical students to England to complete their
studies.

The establishment at Delhi of a college for women,
with its attendant hospital in which women will be taught
by women to attend on women, will, it is hoped, success-
fully meet to a cerfain extent the objections that I have
just meuntioned. The advantage of Delhi as a site for
this college is that in order to have a successful college®
it is necessary to have in connection with it a large
hospital, which is only possible in the midst of a consider-
able population. The land upon which these buildings
now stand was specially selected as lying between the old
and new cities of Delhi and near the future railway
station, thus making the hospital and dispensary as con-
venient and nccessible as possible to all. Now that affilia-
tion to the University of the Punjab has been sanctioned,
there need be no delay in the commencement of educa-
tional work next autumn aud we have every reasun to
hope that before many years have passed there will issue
from these buildings many Lady Doctors holding the
degree of Bachelor of Medicine and Bachelor of Surgery.

To the college and hospital it has been decided to
attach, under the same general management but as a
separate institution, a training school for nurses. As you
are well aware the supply of trained Indian women as
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nurses and midwives is quite unequal to the demand, and
after proper training it is proposed to send out from this
school nurses to hospitals and dispensaries where they will
be able to work amongst Indian women.

This is a rough vutline of the scheme which, as Sir
Pardey Lukis has told us, is {o comprise u college for 100
female students, a Lospital for women with 150 beds, and
a training school to take in 15 qualified nurses and the
same number of probationers.

It should be clemrly understood that the college,
hospitul and training school are to be conducted on strictly
pardah lines, and that every possible attention will be paid
to religious and caste rules. The hostels which have heen
already constructed will have separate blocks for Chris-
tian, WHindu, Mahomedan, Sikh and Parsee students,
with special dining rooms and kitchens and all else that
may be desirable, and a general recreation room has been
built for the use of all.

The college building itself, which 1 hope you will all
vigit presently, contains a central ampbitheatre and hall,
a library, luboratories for the study of chemistry, physics,
physiology, anatomy, pathology, bacteriology, and lecture
rooms for instruction in general medical rubjects.

A dispensary and hospital for the treatment of out-
door patients, built from the generous contributions given
by wubseribers in 1he Punjal, iy almost completed, and
the hospita’ for 150 beds is in the course of erection.
Three bungalows for the use of some of the lady profes-
sors have already been built.

There is one special feature in connection with the
hospital that T wish to bring to your notice as one which
received Lady Hardinge's special approval, and aecorded
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with ber ideas; it is the division of the hospital into
separate units, ench complete in itself, containing family
wards for separate accommodation, two general wards, two
small separate wards and a central building in each unit
for the purposes of administration and teaching. Thus
each professor will have her separate and complete
““ clinique " even her own clinical laboratory, demonstra-
tion room and consulting room, and moreover the facilities
for nursing have not been forgotten. This iz a mew
feature in Indian hospitals which presents many advan-
tages, since it brings the family wards into the unmit,
facilitating attendance and nursing, making the whole
compact and easily worked.

At present four units and an isolation block are being
built, leaving space for four more in future extensions.
In order to economise space, two units are being placed
one over the other, making a two-storeyed building, and
I am assured that an upper storey is much to be desired
in hospitals in-this part of India for various and obvious
reasons.

Such is the general outline of the scheme of which Sir
Pardey Lukis estimates that the total cost may be taken
roughly to be between 24 and 25 lakhs, of which sum
rather more than 15 lakhs have been either promised or
actually given, without counting the lakh so generously
given by the province of the Punjab as a memorial to
Lady Hardinge. I think we may say that in order to
place this institution on a thoroughly sound basis, and
fully equipped in every way so as to make it not only the
best of its kind, but a model for all other colleges of the
future that may be devoted to the training of women for
medical service in all its branches amongst the women
of India. a total sum of not less than 25 lakhs will be
required, thus necessitating the raising of about 10 addi-
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tional lakhs. It is the first experiment of its kind in
India, and with the praclical certainty of success before
it surely it should be woirtby. The need for it is & erying
one, and every day saved in extending und completing the
buildings required means tbe saviug of muny lives of
mothers and children, and what can be more precioun?
Ever since I have been in India the knowledge of the
high mortality amongst mothers wnd infants has been a
veritable nightmare to me, and {he development of medical
instruction amoungst women, which utter all 1s the highest
and most altruistic form of female education that nny of
us can possibly desire, seems to me to be one of the best
means of coping with the evil. It was ounly the other
day that I read in the health 1eport of one of our big
Indwan cities that one out of everv four cluldren born
in that city is doomed to die before it 18 12 montbs old, and
that 10 or 12 years ago bhalf the children born died as
infants. This was said to be lasgely due to the 1gnorance
of young mothers and the need of proper supervision
during the fiist ftew ciitical weeks. Surely this ir a
terrible picture, and think of 1ts eetting of grief and
suffering. And aie we doing enough to help these poor
people, our Indian sisters? It is with confidence that T
put this question to the well-to-do and charitubly inclined
of British India, and as no appeal has so far been mude
to them to contribute to this enterprise I now appeal to
the provinces of India to play their part in generously
contributing to this Medical College and Ilospital for
women to assist in what should be a great Indian and
national undertaking. I feel sure that my appeal will
not be in vain, and that the additional sum required for
"the completion of this scheme will be found. It is a
woman’s scheme initiated by a woman, to be carried ont
by women amongst women, and for the good of women,
and therefore in the name of the woman who conceived
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the scheme I propose to ask the wives of the Governors,
Lieutenant-Governors and Chief Commissioncis of this
countiy to take the matter in hand. each in their own
province, and I wish to appeal in her name to all, both
Europeans and Indians, to do all in theiz power to
contribute to an institution intended to give 1elief to the
suffering mothers and children of India. I may add that
1 have received an assurance from iy successor that Lady
Chelmsiond will tahe the greatest possible interest in the
successful prosecutiou of this scheme. T'his undertaking
may be small in itself in comparison with the weaith,
size and population of India, and many moie such colleges
and hospitals will be needed to meet the necessities of
India, but this is a beginning on new lines which may
well be followed elsewhere and 1mproved upon, but let it
not be said later that it died ot inanition.

That everything that is possible will be done to insure
the complete success of this institution is assured by the
appointmert as Lady Principal of Dr. Platt, whose
medical skill and adminisirative ability are so well known,
The services of some able lady professors have also been
gecured und I am confident that thewr labowms will be
productive of much future good, and they on their side
will in due course 1eceive that sincere giatitude and
veneration which Indian students show to their ieachers
even when they have passed out from the portals of their
Alma Mater.

It was the poet Southey who wroie—
Love is indestiuctible,
Its holy flame for ever burneth
From Heaven it came, to Heaven returneth.
It soweth here with toil and care
But the harvest time of love is there.
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I shall always think of this place and the work of
those who are now, or in the future in any way connected
with it as a labour of love for our Indian sisters and
their children, and although the sowing time may be
heavy with toil wund care, may the holy flume of love
for ever burn bright and its harvest time be rich und
wplentifui.

Before procceding to open these buildings I wish ta
thank Sir Pardey Lukis and the manhging eommittee for
their unceasing carve and conirol of the affairs of this
institution; Dr. Platt, the first lady principal, for the
forethought shie has shown in prepating the staff and
equipment; Mr. Begg for his excellent wmchitectural
designs; Mr. Glenn who has «o ably aud rapidly erected
these buildings; Rai Bahadur Narain Singh for the effi-
ciency with which he has completed his contracts; and
all those others who have heen employed in controlling
and supervising the works.  When it 18 1o membered that
the firsl brick was luid in November 1914, the achievement
of these fine buildings in so few months can only bhe
described as o remarkable success,

I should like to make at the sume time an expression
of my pratitude to Mr. Butler, Mr. Cotton and Mr.
Hignell, who have at different times ably filled the office
of Secretary to the Managing Committee.

Finally in conclusion let me quote the closing words
of the speech made on Marcun 17, 1914, by the lady whose
name is to be borue by this institutiou. These were her
words :

““ We shall expect much from the future students, a
high standard both of character and intellect, combined
with the all-inspiring desire for a life of service to others,
for this must be their crown and glory. My desire and
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wish is to offer the candidates full training under the.
happiest of conditions, and it is with hope, and the

greatest confidence in the fulfilment of these aits that I

entrust the management to Dr. Platt as Lady Principal
whose popularity and ability are already so well-known.
I wish to her and her future staff all snccess in their;
labours, and that God’s blessing may be on their work.”

To these words I can add nothing.

[After bestowing a silver Kuisar-i-Hind medal on Birdar Nerain
Bingh, the contractor, and giving medals and killats to wveveral
Indians who had been connected with the building of the college,
Lord Hardinge and party proceeded to inspect the hiospital and
grounds,

INVESTITURE OF THE MAIIARAJA OF JODHPUR WITH
RULING POWERS.

[His Excecllency the Viceroy procecded to Jodhpur on the 25th
February for the special purpose of investing the Mabaraja of
Jodhpur with ruling powers.

This was Lord Hardinge's last official vigit to a Native St.ai-s
before laying down the reins of office.

In the oourse of the ceremony which took place on the 26th
February His Ixcollency delivered the following address i~]

Your Highness, Ladies and Gentlemen,—When my
triend Maharaja Sir Pratap Singh invited me to perform
the ceremony of investing the Maharaja of Jodhpur with
ruling powers, I acceded to his request with the greatest
pleasure, not only because it enabled me to confer on the.
head of the great Rathor clau the compliment, not hitherto
enjoyed, of personal investiture by the Viceroy, but also
because it gave me an opportunity of evincing once more
my deep personal interest in the Jodhpur State and in
the young Prince who will to-day assume the full 1'9!11;'(111(‘?J
gibilities of his great position. &

This is the first and only occasion on which I hm
personally performed a ceremony of this kind, snd it will.
-nlao be my last official visit to a Native State in Indm&'

» Cow ,,M

et o il
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I may therefore be permitted, before proceeding to the
business of the day, to say just a few words on the policy
of the Government of India towards the Ruling Priuces
and of the part played by the latter in the Imperial
scheme., Our policy towards them, at least during recent
years, has been one of sympathy and trust; of sywmpathy
with their aims and sentiments and their noble traditions;
of trust in their fervent loyalty to the Person of the Kiug-
Emperor and to the Power whose protection they enjoy.
We have recognised that, if a State is to he ruled justly
and well and to be the source of 1eal belp {o the British
Empire, it is only through the Ruler himself, supported
by his Sordars and people, that these results can be
obtained. Irksome restiictions on the exercise of
Sovereign powers are apt to chafe and uritate a proud
and sensitive spirit, with results disastrous, not ouly to
the Ruler and his people, but also to the Empire at large.
We have therefore made it our aim to cultivate close and
friendly relations with the Ruling Piinces, to show by
every means that we trust them and looh «n them as
helpers und colleagues in the great task of ITmperial rule,
and so to foster in them a spirit of 1esponsilnlity and pride
in their work which no exteiual supervision can produce,
Trust begets {1ust, and I rejoice to say that in my dealings
with the Ruling Princes in India T have never found my
confidence misplaced. T have called them to my aid on
many occasions both individually and collectively and
have appointed a special Secretary to the Government of
India to assist me in dealing with their affairs. The
advice and kelp which they bave given me on many
occasions have beer. most useful to me and to my Govern-
ment, while they too, I venture to hope, have by closer
association with my officers and with their brother Princes

uired a wider outlook on life and a truer conception
%of the high part which they have been called on to play '
in the world.
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In the critical times through which we have passed
since this terrible war began, the moral and material
support given by the Princes and Chiefs of India have
been of incalculable value. They took the lead in assert-
ing their enthusiastic loyaly to the King-Emperor both
by word and deed; mauy of them, including the gallant
veleran warrior who to-day will resign his post as Regent
ot Jodhpur, and the young Prince who will 1elieve him
of his charge, have seived with His Majesty's arnies in
the field; and all with one accord have oftered their
personal services and lavished their resources in support
of the noble cause which Great Britain has espoused. The
services rendered by the Ruling Princes ot India have
received the warm appreciation of the King-Emperor,
and their devotion and loyalty to the Crown and the Perscn
ot His Majesty ure landmarks in the histoy of India that
can never be effaced,

I will now proceed to the special object which Qas
called us together and should hhe fo preface my remarks
with a brief review of the history of Jodhpur during the
minorily. The head of the admimstiation dwing this
period, which has lasted for a hittle over 4} years, has
been Major-Gieneral His Ilighness Maharaja Sir Pratap
Singh, who abdicated his position as Ruler of the Tdar
State in order to return to the pluce of his birth where
he won his fiist lnurels as an administrator. As Regent
and President of the Council His Highuess has been
assisted by a sttong body of Councillors, including twe
members of the Ruling family, Maharaj Zalim Singh and
Maharaj Fateh Singh, while the Resident, Lieutenant-
Colonel Windham, has exercised general supervision, and
recently, during His Highness’s absence on service in
France, acted for him as President of the Council.

The reforms effected by the Council have extended to
every branch of the administration and Your Highness
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may well be gratified at the account which the Couneil
are able to give of their stewardship. 1In spite of a series
of lean years the revenue bas risen during your miuority
from 75 to 89} lukiws, while the reserve fund of 65 lukhs has
been trebled. The State ix free from debt and itx assets,
so far as they are caleulable, have risen from 2} to 4}
crores. 'These remarkable vesults, which reflect much
credit on Major Pattersou, the Finunce Member, have
not been attained by starving other depariments or by
grudging expenditure on measures of utility or reform.
This is far from bheing the case. T find, for example,
that the expeunditure of the Public Works Department
has increased from an average of b} lakhs for the four
years preceding the minority to an avernge of 10} lakhs
for the four years ending last September. This period
has seen among other less important workh< the completion
of the Sumer Samand Tirigation scheme; the exten<ion
of the old Surpura project; the construction of the Rajput
school at Choapsni; the installation of an Electrie Lnght
and Power House; and the provision of a pure water-
supply for Jodhpur city, TFor the current year no less
than 33 Jakhs have heen provided in the Public Works
budget, mueh of which expenditure is necessitated by
the failure of the rains,

In railway matters the Council has wisely pursued
the progressive policy of earlier years and by the con-
struction of the Jodhpur-Philodi and Jeswantgarh-Ladnu
Sections has inereased the length of open lines from 525
to 605 miles.

In the Judicial Department the period under review
has been marked hy the institution of the present Chief
Court; the introduction of the Marwar Penal Code and
Code of Criminal Procedure: a Court Fees Act, and a
Police Act; the enrolment of properly qualified Vakils;
the inauguration of an amicable settlement with the
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Jagirdars regarding the powers to be exercised by their
Courts; and a general improvement in the personnel and
standard of work in the department. For these good
results Mr, Barr, the Chief Judge, is largely responsible,

Time will not permit me to do more than meuntion the
marked and steady progress made in education, especially
in the Rajput schools, the 1eforms and good work carried
out in the Land Revenue, Police, Medical, Cusloms and
other important departments Bnut I cannot; in the
present circumstances and 10 a State with the {raditions
of Jodlhpur, pass quite so briefly over the working of the
Military Department. We all kuwow that, for the last
year and a half, 1lis Highness's Iniperial Service Lancers
have been at the front in Furope, and we all know,
though fortune has not yet given them the chance for
which every cavalivman longs, how well the Sardar
Rissnla have answered in an unfumiliar rile the ealls
made upou them. Tp to date the State has sent 787
officers and men to the front, of whom over 700 are still
on field service. No measute during the minority
administrati:n has contributed so much to the efficiency
aud conteniment of the Corps as the introduction of
superannuation and wound pensions, and T am glad to
hiear 1hat family pensions are also heing granted to the
heirs of those men who are killed or die of disease on
serviee.

On these notable reforms and achievements the
Jodhpur Dwbar may well congratulate itself; and
mingled with that feeling will be a deep sense of gratitude
to His Highuess Moharaju Sir Pratap Singh, whose long
experience and whole-hearted devotion to Jodhpur have
enabled him to achieve results which no other man could
huve effected. Thanks are due also to His Highness’s
guardions, Major Strong and Captain Hanson, for the
pare bestowed by them on His Highness’s education and
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training, and to your popular Resident, Lieutenant-
Colone! Windham, who has identified himself so clasely
with the interests of the State and whose tact and putience
have done so much 1o maintain harmony in the ad-
ministration, And lastly, the Durhar will not forget its
obligations to the Agent to the Governor-General, Sir
Elliot Colvin, who, for the last fen vears, has shown a
constant and sympathetic interest in Jodhpur affairs and
has helped the administration at all {imes with valuable
counsel.

Your Highness, T do not propose to trouble vou with
advice on this momentous day, when your heurt must he
full of pride in vour countiv's glorious past and of high
hopes for s future. I will merely say Ahis—and T say
it with all the earnestness of a futher to his son. You
are undertaking to-day a great hurden and a grave yespon-
sihility.  On you mainly will depend the happiness and
prosperity of vour people and the maintenance of the noble
traditions of your house. T look {o Your Highnesws {o
realise this responsibility, and by governing vour State
wisely and with due regurd to the rights and (nterests
of vour Sardars and people. to add strength and lustre
to your name and to the preai British Empiie, of which
the Jodhpur State is a part.  You have suceveded to a
goodly herifage, und you have yound you helpers and
advisers who wish vou well and have the interests of your
State at heart. May you prove worthy of the great trust
Jaid upon you and may (od bring happiness and prosperity
to you and 1o your people.

MFETING OF TMPERTAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCII
AT DFIHL

RESOLUTION ON PROPOSFD AKOLITION OF INDIAv INpevTURFD T.a4nocn,

[The Imperial Legislative Conncil met at Delhi on the 20th $0ih March
March, the Vieeroy presiding. There was a full attendance of 19016
members but a very meagre stiendence of the public. About a
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dozen main, with the usual subsidiary questions were put and
Bir Willintn Mever then introdueed a Bill to amend the Presidency
Banks Act, 1878, so n« to include Indian Sterhng Stock among
the securities in xespect of which the Presidency Banks are
authorised to transact business, Tt was also considered desirable
to make the amendment proposed vahidate past transactions of
the banks, The Bill was introduced, the rules of busincss wera
suspended and the Bill wes pas-ed.

Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya proposed a resolution that early
steps be faken to abolish the system of Indian Tudentured Lebour.,
He spoke fluently for nearly three.querters of an hour, und gave
an anteresting account of the system s nee 1t was introduced. In
the course of his remarks be slludcd to the work of Mr. Gandhi
and of the late Mr, Gokliale, and to the report of Messrs. MueNaill
and Chimanind, and remuwrked foreibly on many eases of harl-
ship m comnection with the practice he condemned, and on thy
misery the saatem has occasioned

ths Exccelleney the Viecroy, said .—]

Gentlemen,—We have listened with interest to the
speech of the Hon'ble Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya
which has been given with great clearness and moderation
and 1 rise at this early stage in the debate in order that
Coundil may kvow at once that Government propose 1o
accept {his resolution. T and my Governmeut have, in
fact, already tuken the first stepy towards the abolition
of the svstem of Indian Indentured Labour which the
resolution recommends. In the autumn of last year, the
Government ot India addressed the Secretary of State
reviewing the whole position in the light of the informa-
tion contained in Messas. MacNeill and Chimmanlal's
report, and especially bringing to his notice the feeling
against the system which has intensified year by year
in this country. We informed him that, in our opinion,
the moment had come to urge His Majesty’s Government
to nssent o the total abolition of the system in the four
British Colonies where it still prevails, and in Surinam.
We added that we could well understand that His
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Majesty’s (Government, with their heavy preoccupations
during the course of the war, might preter to postpone
the final settlement of the question till after the conclu-
gion of peace; but that we felt that thi~ was no reason
why we should not plece our views before them on the
main issue of the continuance of the svstem. together
with some preliminary suggestions for the solution of
the problem of what the future conditions should be
under which recruitment aud emigration should he per-
mitted. The Secretary of State has informed us in reply
that he is entirely prepared to accept the paliey of
eventual abolition advoeated by us, and we have his
full authority to accept this resolution,  On hehalf of His
Majesty's Govermment he has ashed us, however, to make
it clear that the existing system of reeruiting must be
maintamed until new conditions, under which lahour
should be permitted to proceed to the Colouies, should
have been worked out in conjunction with the Colouial
Office and {he Crown Colonies concerned; until proper
safeguards in the Colonies should have heen provided;
and until they should have had reasonable time to adjust
themselves to the change, a period which must necessarily
depend on circumstances and on  conditions imper-
fectly known ot present. T am confident that cveryone
will agree thal, as the poliey of the abolition of this
system has now beer definitely aceepled and will he
carried out, Indin can afferd to aceept this d('l:l.\' m
reasonable and generous spuit, recognising ihat the
chunge rhould be effected with due regard to exist-
ing interests, especially to those important indus-
tries in the Colonies which have Dheen built up on
Indiau labour, and cn which the prosperity of some of
the Colonies largelv depend<«. There is another reason
why this measure of delay need not cause anxiety.

Q
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Marked improvements have already been made in the
treatment of indentwied labourers, and others are now
in process of realisation. The Government of Fiji passed
in 1912 legislation substitating fines for imprisonment in
the case ot all ordinary offences against the Iabour law,
end hus now passed an Ordinance completely eliminating
imprisonment for purely labour offences. An Indian
Settlewent Trust is being established in the same Cvlony
to acquire and administer lands for Indian time-expired
{abourers, and the Coloniul Sugur Refining Company,
the principal concern which employs labour in the island,
has guaranteed the advance of the necessary sums for
financing this undertaking up to £100,000. Similarly,
the Government of Trinidad has submitied to the Colonial
Office and obtained approval of a draf¢ Ordinance aholish-
ing all imprisonment for labour offences. The Govern-
ment of India also learn that the Secretary of State for
the Colonies proposes to inform Jamaica aund British
Guiana, a1 d also, in order to avoid all possibility of mis-
conception, Fiji and Trinidad, that the power of imprison-
ment for labour offences must be completely eliminated
from their respective Lahour Oidinances before the end
of the present year. There is therefore the less depree
of urgency so far as the immediate interests of the coalies
are concerned, and having the pledge of the British Gov-
ernment for the abolition of the indentured system, India
can freely accept the condition that due time should be
allowed for other arrangements to be made before the
present system disappears for ever. For that matter the
delay is also necessary in Indian interests. Some of the
worst evils associated with indentured labour, for instance,
the morally undesirable features of coolie life in the
Colonies, cannot be atiributed wholly, or even mainly,
to the indenture, and might be found in much the same
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degree umder a system of free emigration. Merely to
abolish indentured emigration, a course which implies
the refusal to allow any emigrant to leave the country
under a contract, would only bring another set of evils
in its tramn. It would mean that recruiters would induce
coolies to go without any ugreement, but by the grant
of advances, or by fiaud, wlile the Government of India
would have greatly weakened their power of inter-
ference. Consequently an alternative plan for controlling
the conditions of recrmitment and emigration has to be
worked out, and this must of necesuty take some httle
time; but thiy need in no way detract from the sense
of gladness with which Indians of all classes will learn
that the indentured system is now doomed

Tt is a source of great satisfaction to me that T am
able to make this announcement in Council to-day. I
have always felt an irreconcilable prejudice against the
system of indentwied emigiation fiom India to British
Colonies, and as Counail 1s aware, one of the earliest ucts
of my administration, and one which gave me profound
pleasure, was the prohibition of such emigration to Natal.
This narrowed the field of the problem, since the exclu-
gion of Natal left indentured emigration open only to a
small numbe: of British Crown Colonies and to Surinam.
Tu 1910, emdgration to Mauritius was also prohibited;
and though the Government of India have subsequently
been approached with a view to its resumption, we
declined to consider the proposal. In this way conaider-
able progress was made towards the abolition of the
system, which was thus left in force only in respect of
emigration to the four British Colonies of Jamaica,
Trinidad. British Guiana and Fiji, and to the Dutch
Colony of Surinam. My Government then passed the
whole question under review in connection with the report

Qo2
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of a Committee appointed by the then Secretary of State
for the Colonies to conmider the general question of
emigration from India to the Crown Colonies, including
the question of the general advantages to be reaped by
India herselt and by the particular Colonies concerned.
The Committee was presided over by a distinguished ex-
member of the Home Civil Service and contained two
gentlemen who had served in ¥ndia and one member
now in the Indian Civil Service, wiwo had had special
esperience of the recruiting districts of the United
Provinces, There was mno reason to suppose that
the Committee did nol conduet their enquiiv with
due cure and impartiality. The whole trend of their
reporl was to show thal the system afforded so mueh
economic and aterial henefit to the coolies that it ought
to be muintaived in thenr interedt, and when that late
distinguished member of our body, Mr, Gohhale, 1aised
the question four yeair ago, it was on these grounds,
based on the data supplied by the Committee's report,
that my Government were unable to accept his motion
that steps should immediately be taken for the total
abolition of the system. But though we did not aceept
his motion, T was greatly impressed, as no one could
fail to have been, by the infensity of the feeling against
indentured emigration which the debate rewealed in this
country. Shortly afterwards, also, facts vame to wy
notice which eaused me to think that the examination
of the question by the Colonial Emigration Committee
had not been sufficiently thorough, and T decided to send
a special deputation to examine the question anew on the
spot in each of the Colonies concerned and in Surinam.
I selected for this mission & member of the Indian Civil
Service and an Indian gentleman chosen from the Tnited
Provinces, the province from which so many emigrants are
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drawn: and I confess, 1 hoped, that their 1nvestigations
would prove the deathblow of the system. In one sense,
as 1 shall shortly explain, it has done so, but not in the
immediate and decisive manner which 1 had hoped and
expected. It must be admitted that the first impression
produced on reading Mr. MucNeill and Mr. Chimmuanlal's
report is that the evils of the system are not so serions
as has some times been alleged ; and, in faet, the authors
of the report have recovded their opinion thut the advan-
tages of the system as 0 whele outweigh its disadvantages,
though they by no means ignore certain undesirable
teatures which they wish to see removed. Bul in spite
of their fuilure to condemn the system root and branch,,
a detailed examination of their report has furnished
material which forms an overwhelmingly strong indiet-
ment agaiust the further continuance of indenturad
lubour. It has brought to our notice damning facts,
which so far as T am awarve had not heen elicited by any
previovs enquiry, and which I wm sure have impressed
His Majesty's Government, as they have impressed us,
with the necessity of the system being brought o an end.
T will tell Couneil brieflv what these arve.

From the purely material point of view, the Govern-
ment of India, like many other people, had in years
gone hy looked upon emigration o the Colonies as afford-
ing. if only to a limited extent, a means of relief for
the congestion and poverty that unhappily prevail in the
districts whence the supplies of emigrating labour are
mostly drawn, A pood deal of detail was given in the
report regarding the earning capacity of coolies in the
different Colonies. The opportunity was taken, when
examining these figures, of comparing the wages which
a cooly could earn in the different Colonies, with the
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wages which were being offered to the same class of men
in the numerous parts of India, where there was a good
demand for labour, of comparing not only the wages,
but the purchasing power of those wages. The elaborate
details given in the report brought out in a very striking
fushion the effect of the high prices which prevailed in
most of the labour Colonies on the value of the cash earn-"
ings of the labourer and his family, Not to weary
Council with a mass of details, 1 may state that in the
four British Colonies, of which I have been speaking,
the average adult labourer, provided that he spends little
or nothing except on food and clothes, can save from
*undar 1s. to about 3s. a week. I need hardly explain
that, as u mutter of fact, he never saves anything like
as much as this, but that is after all s matter of human
nature. Now I do not wish it to be understood that I
em in any way accusing the Colonial employers of
paying unreasonably low wages; nor do I wish to minimise
the advantages of the prospects that lie before the cooly
who has worked through his term of indenture. The
labourer who works hard and lives thriftily and keeps
himself out of trouble among surroundings which, as I
shall explain presently, are morally very undesirable, is
usuelly in a very few years after the period of what we may
eall his *‘ economic probation,”” able to find for himself a
home and a piece of land, or employment in one of the
towns from which he can soon gain a very comfortable
competence. This I am ready to admit, but why should
the labourer have to journey thousands of miles over the
‘““black water’’ to settle in a strange country and to
place himself for a long period under conditions often
of an undesirable, and in some cases of a revolting,
nature, in order to achieve the desired end, when he can
obtain in India the choice of either better-paid labowr,



Speeches by H. E. Lord Hardinge of Penshurst. 231

Meeting of [mperial Legislative Council at Delki.
InpiaN INDENTURED I.ABOUR,

as, for instance, in the big jute areas of Eastern Bengal;
or almost equally well-paid labour with the prospects
of obtaining in a very few years a home and a piece of
land on the Assam tea gardens? It seems rather absurd
to find & man going to Fiji for a wage of 26s. a month
with rice at 2} seers to the rupee when he can readily
earn 6 or 7s. a week during the jute season in Eastern
Bengal with rice selling at a third of the price prevailing
in Fiji, with the additional advaniage that he can, if
he likes, with far greater ease, lake his family with hin
to add to his earnings than in the case of distaut (‘olonies.
It is clear. then. that the cooly himself dves mnot sland
to gain very much by emigration. ¥rom the point of
view of India as a whole, it can bardly be seriously argued
that indentured emigration to the Colonies is an imporiant
safety-valve for rongested districts in India, secing that
the total emigration on indeniure to the four tropical
Colonies during the year 1913, amounted only to a little
over 7,700 persons, whereas in the same year, Madras
alone sent 117,000 coolies to the Strails Settlemnents and
190,000 to Ceylon. -

I now turn to & more important and far more un-
pleasunt aspect of the case. It has very Joug been known’
and regretted that the sox proportion of the ewmigrants
was unsatisfactory. This of course is not a matter which
arises out of the question of indenture. What we are,
however, concerned with is the effect which this sex ratio
has on the conditions under which the indentured cooly
has perforce to live during the period of his indenture.
Here the Government of India for the first time received
full information of certain details which showed that
there must be something very wrong indeed with the
conditions under which these men were living. The
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death-rate among indentured coolies has been decidedly
bigh in some Colonies, but the Government of India had
never before been able fully to examine details 1egarding
the share in this death-rate attributable 1o suicides. The
figures were truly startling. The average rate of suicides
per million of all ages are 45 in Madrus and 63 in the
United Provinees. Suicides are especially {frequent
among persons of the usual age of the indentuared
labourers, i.e., between the ages of 20 and 30, and we
muy make u liberal allowance in this respect. But in
the Colonies we find the following figuies for suivides
per million, Biitish Gniana, fiee population 52, inden-
tured 100; Trinidad, free populution 134, indentured
400 F1ji, tree population 147, indentaved 926. 1 do not
think we have to seek very fur for the cause of the state
of 1things which these figures 1eveal.  In o Parbiamentary
Report tor Muich 1914, the sex propoirtion among the
average Indian population of the various Colonies showed
that in Tunidad and Tobugo, there were nearly twice
as many males as females; in British Guiana, there were
about 26 per cent. more, while in Fiji, there were nearly
2} times as many males as females. As might be ex-
pected from these figures, there is strong unofficial
evidenee to show that the sexual immorality prevailing
amoug the coolies is appalling, and that domestic relations
ave largely in abevance. Such sordid and miserable
conditions may well predispose an unhappy man to
guicide,

Again, a necessary result of all systems of indentured
labour is the enforcement in the courts of law of breaches
of its conditions. I gladly admit that prosecutions have,
largely in response to our repeated and earnest repre-
sentations, shown a considerable diminution; but, even
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so, the average percentage of prosecutions to indentured
population during recent years has been—

In Trinidad . . . . . 23 per cent.
In British Guiana . . . .19 "
In Jainuniea . . . .12 i

Ie i . . . . . . 13 '

The same mdividual is no doubt olten prosccuted more
than once, and we must make due allowance for this fact.
But it is surely an inevitable deduction from the facts
and figures I have just been placing betore you that the
ultimate force which drives to his death a cooly depressed
by home sickness, jealousy, domestic unhappiness or any
other cause, is the teeling of being bound fo serve for u
fixed period and amidst surroundings which it is out of
his power to change. We may fully admit that the un-
desirable sex propmtion may have more to do with this
even than the system of indentare dself.,  This is o malter
which in any case will have {o he pul 1ight,  But, at
any rate, we wme at last in a position to free ournelves
from the responsibility of compelling the cooly to remain
under these conditions without the power of heing able
t1 select the place in which, and the master for whom,
he will work. I do not wish it to he thought that T am
taking a prejudiced view of the action of the Colonies;
in matters that concern the physical well-being of the
coolies, they have done their utmost. T have already told
you of the action taken by the Colonial Government in
Fiji to abolish the system of imprisonment for labour
oftences; how this action has been approved hy His
Majesty’s Government and its extension to other Colonies
insisted on. I mentioned also the Fiji swcheme for the
gettlement of Indian labourers on the lund. I am not
in a position to say that the action taken in Fiji was
directly due to the proposals made by Messrs. MacNeill
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and Chimmanlal, but 1t is no doubt true that the recent
policy of the Colonial Government has been largely in
keeping with their recommendations.

I feel that we all owe a deep debt of gratitude to the
Becietary of State for India and to His Majesty's Gov-
ernment for thenn prompt and sympathetic response to
the 1epreseutations which I and my Government placed
before them, and it is fitting for me to take this oppor-
tunity of publicly acknowledging their action. Their
attitude in the matter fills me with assurance that, wLat
has been promised, will be performed to the letter, and
that the end of the system, which has been productive
of so much unhappiness and wickedness and has been,
relatively speaking, of so small an advantage to this
country, 13 now in sight. No one, who knows anything
of Indian sentiment, can i1emain ignorant of the deep
and genuine disgust to which the continuance of the
indentured system has given rise. Educated Indians
look on it, they tell us, as a badge of helotry. This is
soon to be removed for ever; and it is a source of deep
personal satisfaction o myself that one of the lust official
acts that I shall peiform in this country is to tell you
that T have been able to do something to ensure that
Indians who desize to work as labowmers in the tropical
Colonies may do so under happier conditions; asd to
obtain from His Majesty’s Government the promise of the
abolition in due course of a system which educated opinion
in India has for long regarded as iutolerable and as a
stigma upon their race.

[The Viceroy's romarks were greeted with applause hy the
Indisn mombers of the Council. Mr. Dadabhoy and Mr. Shafi
oxpreesed the pleasure of the Council at what they had been
told. Pandit Malawmiya ssid thst all India would receive the
announcement with joy and gratitude. He hoped instructions
would bo given to prevent fraud with regard to future recruit-
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ment, and that no coolice should meanwhile or in future go abrond
in ignorsnce of the conditions. He offered his gratitude to the
Viceroy.

Mr. Achariar said tho decision was the most notable act of
His Exoollency's term of office.

The resolution was adopted, and tho Council adjourned.]

LAST MEETING OF IMPERIAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL AT
DELHI, 1915.1016 SBESSION. BUDGET DEBATE. VI(E.
ROY'S FAREWELL TO COUNCIL,

[The last meoting of the current session of fhe Tmperinl Legis- 24tk Mar,
lative Council was Leld on the 24th March; His Exeollency the 1018,
Viceroy presiding. There was a large attendauvce of member and
visitors,

After interpcllations the discussion on the budget for 1916-17
was taken up.

Mr. Maung Bob Too, who was the first to speak, expressed grati-
tude for the revision of the Durma scttlement. 1fe thanked the
Government of India for sending Sir Harcourt Butler as Licute-
nané-Governor of tho province sud slso thauked the Viceroy for
his kind messages to the Burma Legislative Council,

Bir Gangadhar Chitnavis, after referring 1o the cheerfuluess
with which the erall to take on additional burdins was sanswered
by the people, pleaded for a periodicul enquiry inte the average
income per hesd of the population, as it would lorm & hasis for
a fairer conclusion as to the tax-paying capacity of the people.
Conthuing, he eaid. *“ My Lord, the fume has not cume for
putting forward our claims to political sdvancement and we have
no desire to press them anw, but ginge the outbresk of war there
have been numerous references to the guestion of India’s part
in the Empire on the restoration of peace. It is permissible, there-
fore, to express the hcpe that the position should be one of honour
and trust and sound cconomic sirongth aud that, in eveut of the
lessoms of this war neccssitating heavy military charges over and
above the former stancard, the apportionment of India's charges
will be made carefully and equitably in consultstion with Indisn
represontatives” on the principles lsid down by the Welby Com-
mission.” He hoped, also, that st the same time the question
of India's fiscal relationship with the rest of the Empire would
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be sottled with an cye to her cconomic interests and that, further,
she would thenceforward be adequately and direetly represented
m the Councils of the Limpiie. He lhoped the stitus of the
Central Provinces would be raised to that of a lLicutenant.
Governorshup, Ho pmd a tnbule to Sir William Clark, the
retiring Commerce and Industry Member, and to Lord Ilardinge
and cxpressed the hope that His Excelleney would not fail to
watch over India'’s interests even i s returement

Mr, ¥. H. Stewart smd the comunerual community were
angious nol o appeur 1n any way opposed to the add.tional taxa-
tion an this tune of wur.  Hoe hoped, however, that the additional
budens imposed would be temporary only snd also that the usual
ratlway allotments would be irestored when normal tones cxme
round. He panted out that the new ezport taxes would press
bheavily upon the mdustrios concerned, espeaally o the case of
tea. Ag regards the unpott duties the commercinl community
reabsed that 1t was nccessary thal lhoy should be raised, bux
hore, also, there were scvaal wdustris that would feel them
puticularly,  Laght ralway matermls, cte., unght roasonnbly be
exempted.  As regwds the wmcomc-tax, goncrally  the tax was
cunnendhy and widddy unpopular and was also objectimante m
this country whore so many poople had to pny b twice over.
Speakang personally, ha would have preferred to or thes sinall
sum 1wwed by mereaning the weome-lax vang levied mstcad by a
gurchnrge on telogram charges, Jettor postage and rulwan charges.
In view, however, of the diastie lemddation mtroduced snd the
sncrthees of wenlth and hife that was bang made for the Fmpire at
Home the commereaial commumty of Caleuttn were proud and glad
to bo able to help m rome way. It pught not be posminle for all
of them to fight but they could and they would pay.

Rajah Al Jafr sud that although fresh tuxes bad been im-
posed to meot the estunated defiat he could not help thiking
that they had been carefully hwu;:ht out. He loped that the
investigations and suggestions of the mdustual commssion would
be benefinal to Indian  commerce  The  establishunent of s
technological institution had been a grest want in the Umted
Provinces. He hoped that the darda Canal project would receive
carcful conmdeintion. The poople of India would gratefully re-
member the many vaned services wlich Lord Haidinge had rendered
to India.

Mr. Barua said that a deficit Budget was not a happy subject
$o talk about. It was too much to expect that the dreadful war
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would come to an end 8o soon as to enable the Finance Member,
before he laid down hix office, to relieve India from the additional
taxation which he had impused.  The taxation of the tea industry
of Assain was only n temporary mensure and would be withdrawn
soon after the war. The territormial readjustiment earried out in
lord Hardinge's vieeroyalty would, he hoped, result in the in-
dividual freedom of the provinees. In paying a tribute to Lord
Hardinge's administration he said the Vicoroy had enrried outl in
practice the promises given by the Royal Proclamation of souccessive
Sovereigns.

Mulik Umer Hayat Khan, Tiwana, said he hud followed this
Sewsion’s debates in the Council with interest. e did not agree
with the attitude of certain members who thought that the Govern-
ment ol Iudia was umnindful of ite duty.  Such hnpressions, when
embodicd in public speeches during the war, were mislending to
the ignorant. e had hoped that the present term of the Couneil
could have been extended until the end of the war,  He considored
that Government had baposed taxes on the right articles and
that if they had not taxed salt he would have eriticised the omis-
sion.  He atronely deprecated any reduction an the anmy and ashail
for increased pensions and the grant of lands o soldiers with
or without service conditions,  Indin had vosponded splendidly 1o
the eall of the time, bhut they must look ahead for the future
well-boing.  Indin should not he Iomg behind in adopting eomguls
sory service.  Lord Hardinge, he added, hiad been the greatest of*
Indian Viceroys,

Mr. Dadabhoy said that the only item of expenditure open to
eomment was the heavy capital outlay on unproductive  works,
Referring to the perinnnent militury charges he said that a fuller
statemnent would have  been weleame. The  budgeted  railway
expenditure, he thought, was the lowest in recent history, and he
r(‘qllﬁ'ﬂi-l'd Government’s attention to the lll‘gl'nt niewed fur B ]nrg(-r
outlay upon improvement on open lines for handling quickly and
efficiently the enormous trade that was sure to follow the present
spell of restricted movements,  On the Government loan policy,
be snid that every eftort should be made to sapport the Indian
market for the existing 83 per cent. stock and sugeested that the
eonditions and terms of the conversions should be as liberal and
attractive as poseible and that the details should be settled in
consultation, not only with bankers, but with large brokers and
large dealers in Government paper. He urged a more radical and
comprehensive reform in the police to which graduntes of Univers
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sities should be appointed in larger numbers. Opinlon in India
was gravitating towards the ideal of her direct representation in
the House of Commong by her trusted leaders. The European
war would perhaps introduce important changes in the political
relations of the outlying units of the Empire with the United
Kingdom and there was more than a poesibinity of the bonds of
union between them being drawn closer. Might not India hope
to be bound more firmly to Englanfl by this concession? Referring
to tho approachmg departure of Lord Haidinge, he hoped that the
Viccroy mught bo given wirength and opportunity to employ his
talent, power and authority in the cause ot Indian regeneration,

The Maharaja of Nashipore said thero had been keen disappoint-
ment in cortain quarters wheu do duty on raw cotton was imposed.
As to meome-tax, 1t appearcd that out of a population of 240
mullions the tax ol only 13 000 had been more than doubled. He
regretted that there was no assurance by the Finance Member that
thig tax would last only until the end of the war. There was an
increase 1n the expendifure under the nulitary head, but they should
not grudge it at the present time. There was a gradual inmerease
in police expenditure and, though be would not depreente it
considering the present condition of the country, it was & significant
fact that the police was looked upon with suspicion and that there
was very liftle confidence o 1t. He hoped that Government would
enquire into the riason why there was no co-operation between
the police and the people. Lord Hardinge, he naid, had placed the
whole country under o deep debt of gratitude and had captured the
hoarts of the people by Ius svmpathetic and statesmanlike poliey.

Khan Bahadur Mu Asad Al congratulated the Finance
Member upon his satisfuctory Budget for 1016-17. It was evidently
the result of consderable labour, eircumspection and forethought.
While agreeing to the rise m the rates of import tariff he was
opposed to the enhancement of the ealt duty by twenty-five per
cent. He stronglv advocated strict economy in public expenditure,
sspcciaﬂy in view of the probable continuation of the war and its
after effcets, While deprecating the large and growmng publie
expenditure, which was out of proportion to the growth of publio
rovenue, he thought there might be, in the present cireumstances,
gome justificatibn for such an increase. In any case economy
should be mtroduced into the civil administration. In particular
the police expenditure had been growing for the last four years
end had increased by about 10 per cent. The figure had risen
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from Rs. 808 lakhs in 1912-13 {0 about Rs. 829 lakhs as budgated
for 1916-17. More than a fair proportion of tlus incrense, he
believed, was due to a rise in the charges of the Criminal Tnvestiga.
tion Department. While he was not againgt incurring legitimateo
exponditure on the polico without sacrificing efficirney he was
opposed to the rapid incresse of expenditure on that head which
merely sought to strengthen the force abnormally with a seeming
efficioncy lest public money were wasted on an enterpriso of doubt-
ful utility. The salaries of the high officials were much higher in
India than in any other part of the world, except perhaps the
United Kingdom. He warmly thanked the Government for the
recurring grant of Re. 30,000 towards the expansion of Mahomedan
education in Muadras. ITe requested Government {o sanction the
grant of a few scholarships in Madias ar an Bombay and the
Punjab and the appontment of a Mabomedan inspector as well
ar an inspector of schoolw for Madras, so that Mahomedan ednea-
tion in their hands might be specially taken care of.

On tha question of Council reform he thought that the riations
brtween the official and non-official members was, on the whole,
satisfactory. ‘lhe actual work dunc in the Couneil was necerannly
small under the present rigid tomstituion. e emphassed the
need for more than one Indian on the Usientive Council, the
further expansion of Legislative Councils, the introducion of &
larger clective clement, greater freedom of discussion, a wider angle
of visson and A greater mutval understanding and xvinputhy.  Ho
pad n tnbute to Ik Fxcelleney's hberal and  mymputhetic
admimstration and referred lo a few notable meidenis during his
régime, such ns the restoration of Delly to its pre-cimmence as
the historic capital of Indis, the settlement of the Indisn ques-
tion in South Afr:ca, the Canwnpore mosque affair and the despateh
of Indian troops for the firet time to Kurope. He hoped lord
Hardinge would continue to take a deep and abiding interest in
Indian sffairs and that when the time came His Lordship's mfluence
would be thrown on the side of Irdia 80 88 to enable her to share
the joys, as weh as the burdens, of the Empire ar a self-respecting
partner in the great Imiperial federation.

Mr. Birkett ssid that the reception of the Budget must have
been o great satisfaction to the Finance Member. All were SOITY
that the existing import duty rates could not bhave been main-
tained. He expressed appreciation at the exemption of pearls.
He thought that the ful. amount of the loans proposed should be



240 Speeches by H. E. Lord Hardinge of Penshurat.

Last meeting of Imperial Legislative Council at Delhi, 1915.1916
session. Budget Debate. Viceroy's farewell to Council.

raised to the maximum, consideration, howover, being given to the
holders of bonds and other existing Government paper. The short-
age of coal in Bombay was a serious one. The difficulty lay in
the absence of double railway tracks to that centre. These should
be constructed when practicable. The income-tax was unpopular
beeause it fell upon wo few persons. More efficient collection
arrangements, thercfore, were desirable. He was gad to hear
from the Hon'ble Mr. Hill that research agricultural work was
being continued in spite of the war. The speaker made reference
to the appreciation of Lord ITardinge's vicerovalty to be expressed
in Bombay next month.

Sir Farulbhoy Currimblhoy, after obseiving that the Budget
had increased the people’s confidenee in Sir Williun Meyer, sug-
gested the desirability of considerably redueing, if not of altogetiner
avoiding, the expenditure on fodder eoncessions by encournging o
proper wystemn ol fodder storage in areas specially liable to famine,
In view of a weak feeling notrccable in the market regarding
the 3§ Government promissory uotes he would suggest an early
announcemsent on the proposed eonversion scheme.  On the ques-
tion of u settlement of the fiseal pohey after the war he expressed
the opinion that it was an imperative neeessity to secure for India
the most favoured nation treatment among the nations of the world.
In the watter of Indian emigration he thought it would satisfy
all if, while securing complele reciprocity as between India and
the Colonios, safficiently large arcas overseas, well suited for Indian
life, were reserved for Indian emigrants. After explaining his
satisfuetion at the attitude of Government on the excise duty
on cotton and the pear] industry, the speaker passed on to a diseus-
gion of the present rate of infant mortality in India which
required, urgently, a thorough enquiry. The figurer, 19°0 per cent.,
whick ruled in 1913 was high in oll conscicuce, and they should
not rest satisfied until proper rcmedial measures were adopted,
after a sifting enqriry.  He concluded, after referring to the acts
of high statesmanship and practicul sympathy which had marked
the Vieeroy's tenure of office, by expressing the hope that the poliey
initiated by him would continue to nnimate the British Indian
admninistration,

The Maharaja of Kassimbazar ssid that directly after the out.
break of war eager and spontanecus offers were.made to Govern-
ment of active servieo in the field and contributions of money came
from all parts. He reminded the Council that no act of legislation
was neccssary to make the people pay, and he hoped that the
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extra taxation was only a temporary measure and would be with-
drawn after the war. He thanked the Vieeroy for the unfailing
courtesy which members had received at his hands and hoped that
he would cgntinue o tuke an abiding interest in Indian affairs,

The Raja of Mahmudabad referred to India’s loyal respoure
to the needs of the Erupire in the present enmix This war was
greater in magnitude than the war in the ' Mahabharatn.” He
asked that the increased taxation would not long rewouin in force.
He strongly criticised  that portion of the Fmuancial Statement
which referred to the eotton exeise duty and the attitade of
Government with regard to 1t He wondered why n eortain branch
of the public service should continue o recenve eomprnsation
atlowanece while others were making such enormous sacrifiees, Lord
Hardinge's vicerovalty would remnin memorable m ihe history of
Tudia. Sympathy wus the keanote of bis administration whieh had
touched the hearts of millions of his rountrymen.

When the Couneil reassemnbled after luneh, Sir Willinm Clark
«aid that as Vice-President he folt it his duty to offer to His
Execelleney the felicitations of the Couneil on Hisn Majesty  the
King.Emperor conforring on him the most noble Order of Knight
of the Garter.  (Hear, hear and cheerg)) i wow a gouree of intensn
sntisfaction to India and specially to the Council with which Hig
Lxeellency was intimately connected, to have the privilige of
vongratulating hitn just on the cve ol his departure frean India,
It was at an unigue oceasion that the annouwneenpnt eame, whila
His Excelleney was presiding for the laxt timwe over his full
Council.

His Excellency the Vieeroy thanked {he Conneil.

The discussion on the Budget having been resumed Hai Sita
Nath Ray referred to the part played Ly India during the war
and said that it vwas an unique speclacle to see prinees, ruling
chiefs and the people offering their all for the wafety of the
Empire. The Hindu University was a crowning aet of Hix Excel-
lency to promote educstion in India. He eulogised the many
services which His Excellency had rendered to India.

Mr. Surendra Nath Panerjen said the Budget had been the
subject of so thorough a discussion that one would imagine there
was no room for further debate and controversy, but guestions of
policy srose from financial considerstions even independently of
finance. The enhanced salt duty had been opposed by the Indisn

| 4
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Members of the Council. He had suggested that the taxation
was unnecessary and that the situation might be met by a loan.
He was ridiculed by the Finance Member, who appezled to
charaoters in fiction for illustration. They deslt with facts and
not fiction and when the Finance Mimster did that the situation
was well-nigh desperate. While the custorns duty was raised
all round the import duties onm cotton {fabrics escaped the
general riss, The Government of India was apparently helpless
but the fact showed the necessity for s speedy reeognition
of fiscal autonomy. It was a pity that fiseal autonomy had noi
been referred to the commttee newly appointed, but it would bs
open to the commission to point out that Protection was necessary
in respect of any industry. Associnted with fiseal autonomy was
tho finaneial independence of the provinees. The Finance Member
was eonsidering 8 scheme for further devolution in the adminstra.
tion of provmecial financo. He hoped it would be accompanied hy
an increase of popular control  Sir Wilham Meyer had pointed
out the splendid contributions of India to the war. In 1914-15
they were ten mulhon pounds, in 1915-16 they were estimated at
sighteen milhion pounds and in 191617 twentv and three-fourths
million pounds. Mr. Banerjea appealed fo the Finance Member not
to deduct small holders from Governments securities not liable to
pay income-tax and then afterwards to refund the money. In
many vases no application for a rolund was made Ho appealed to
the Governmeant to sca that conflisting theorlos did not paralyse the
oflorts to suppress malaria. Bome real work in definite areas had to
be done. Improvement in rural sanitation would lull malaria. He
voncluded with & tribute to the services which Lord Hardinge had
rendered. Ho would go down in history as ane of the greatest of
Indian Viceroys.

Mr. A. K. Ghurnavi said the thought uppermost in his mind
that day was that this was the last occagion on which His Exocel-
lenoy would preside over the Council. It was his duty, therefore,
to give public expression on behalf of the Moslems to the gratitude
which his community felt at the manifold benefits it had derived
during His Excellency’s régime. The leave for Juma prayers was
granted by His Excellenoy’s Government. The list of public holi-
days did not include in some provinces, notably in Bengal, mny
Moslem holidays. Three were now included and he hoped that
Bar-i-Wafat would eventually be included. Facilities for religious
fnstruction in schools receiving Government grants would also be
forthooming as the result of the action taken by Government.



