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His Excellency bad slso bestowed sympathetic attention on the
question of the removal, so fur as possible, of the hardehips
which hadjis had to underge in the performance of their hadj.
Mr. Ghuznavi pointed to the magnanimity of the Govarnment
in permitting the shipment of foodstuffs to Joddah. * These
instances are but a few amongst the numerous bonefits that tha
Mussulman community in par#icular have derived at Your Exccl-
lency's hands,’” added the speaker. T am sure T am only voicing
the general opinion of the people of India as a whole when I say
how greatly we apprecinte, and how decply wo are grateful for
Your Excellency's liberal instinets and how responsive Indiaus
are to the good work done afd the generous poliey adopted. It
is only mon of strong individuahity and hiberal instinets such as
Your Excellency who can overcome narrow obstructions to progress
and advance the roal and permanent well-being of the people.”
Mr. Ghuznavi congratulated the Finance Member on his eautious
Budget. ¥e doprecated the additional tax on salt, but accepted
it as a temporary measure and asked the Finance Member to
give nu assurance that this extra tax would be repealed after the
war, He was glad that tho Fimance Member had adopted the
suggestion he made last year wbout increasing the income.tux,
and thought that people occupying postions of esse and affuence
ought not to grumble if they had to pay & few extra rupecs in the
interest of tho Empire. The speaker urged the claims of his com-
munity for preferential treatment in matters of eduvcation and
advovated free and compulsory ecducation when the proper time
game. He drew attention to the spread of the drug and drink
habit. He fervently looked forward to the time when disability
under the Arms Act would no longer exist or when, at leest, no
preferential treatment in the matter of gun licenses would be meted
out to European aliens, and when, if the Arms Act still remained
on the Statute book, that it should be mude alike applicable to
Europeans and Indians.

8ir Ibrahim Rahimtoole agreed with thoso of his colleagues
who spoke of the Budget as & War Budget and referred in this
eonnection to the increane in military expenditure by about two
millions and a half over the normal rate since war, an lncrease
directly responsible for the deficit and consequent inereased taxa-
tion. He did not object to this for he wished to give a free hand
to Government in the iuatter of expenditure while the war wan
oa, but he trusted that tue sdditioual expenditure would not form
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a permsnent burden. Mr. Stewsrt had suggested ways in which
new taxes, if necessary, could be raised, but the speaker thought
the jute trode, which had been psmpered because of eonditions
arising from the war, ought to bear the greatest part of the
burden. Even an increase of one anna in the cost of third class
tickets was a very heavy burden on poor paskengers.

Mr. Shafi said :— It was inevitable that the Budget should hear
the impress of abnormal financial conditions. The scheme of
additional taxation, though not entirely free from objection, was,
on the whole, discriminately conceived. India had responded
loyally and had made willing sacrifices which were bound to leave
their mark on history and create a hew bond of citizenship. More
than fifty per cent. of the entire number of rectwts had been drawn
from the Punjab, he remarked.  She bhad also set a noble exampla
to the rest of India in providing a fleet of aeroplanes, the fuad
for wlich exceeded in amount the whole of the overseas acroplane
fund. Mr. Shafl eulogised the services of Lord ITardinge in the
cause of education and sanitation and aleo for his adveeacy of the
right of Indian trcops to tuke part in the Furopean war.

Mre. Abbott said that His Tacclleney's departure from India
would be a blow 1o the eountrv. During Lord Hardinge's vice-
royalty India had made steady progress. Reforring to the new
taxation M+ Abbott said the increased duty on salt would be the
poor man's contribution to the war, He pleaded that seats in
Proviueial Legislative Councils should be reserved for members of
the domiciled community. Though this was not the time to ask
for special privileges, vet ho hoped that when the time came the
claimy of the domiciled conmnunity would not be overlooked.
Members of the Anglo-Indian community should be given facilities
to enter into the regular army. He had received froni the Adjutant.-
General a pamphlet dealing with the conditions upon which the
Anglo-Indian force, recently suuctioned by the Government of India,
might be raiked. The bar sinister had heen lifted and they had
been given their mugna charta. For this and other favours he had
already tendered the grateful thanks of the community which was
determined to prove that small quantities of good service were
better than tons of profession.

Mr. Rayaningar said :—The significant note in the Budget was
the statement of the Finance Member that one of the results of
the war would be the increase of military expenditure in the future.
This was a point upon which a clear expression of public opinion
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wag pecennar). The war must have made 1t clear that a change
m the mbtary pobicy of the Government was necescary. The
people had long been excluded from all associstion with the defence
of the country both mteminal and external and the risult was that,
m spite of her teemung milbions, India ut thi. hour of trial was
unable to put on the field an wmy in proportiou to the magmtpde
of the operabions. He pleadnd tor the comnunssiwoned ranks of the
army to be thrown open to members of the sristotratic houser,  He
ashed that Governmont should undertske a thorough enquury wto
the cconomue condition of India.  In condduston b said that His
LExcellency had sparcd no puins to better the conditton of the Indian
people at home aud to sccure for than a dipmhbead place sbroad, for
whach all India war grateful to hun

Mi  Acharar thought that the fresh tasation shonld nol be
romoved, cxcept the salt tax,  He cntiased the granting of concees-
stonal rates for telegrams to newspapeis also the nopplying of nown
to Govirnment othaals,  He eapressed apprecation of the rervices
of Lord Hardinge

Pandit Mudsn Mobau Malaviys hoped the mdustrial commesion
would 1nquire fully intu the economic nceds of the country. Has
Lxcellency s experience would enable um to realise the needs of
& greater cipansion ol Councls. Ho asked His @ welleney to
carry Home to His Magesty the Rhing Lmpoeor, Indi s deschion
to e person and throne, and & message o Loglishmen that India
fully sympatlosed with them m thar prosent onsie, Indis fully
reabised what Loghshmen bad douc dunng the prescnt war to
moamtamn  the glory of the Lmpire  Heo only boped that  los
countrymen would be uble to do as much as Lnghsetuncn bad done

Nawab bayid Mahamad Salnb Babadur eaprosscd dsupproval
at the omesion of taxation on cotton unports.  Lord Hardinge, be
said, had guided the destinies of India at 8 time which demanded
all the resources of statesmanship,

Mr. M. 8. Das and Mr. Sitalved assousted thems Ives with the
sentiments cxpressed Ly their colleagues regarding His Lacelleney's
services to Inoia.

Sir Wilhiatn Meyer, 1 reply, expressed lus satisfaction that
the Budget had been so well received. Great care had been tuken
to distnbute the necesssry new burdeus as fairly as possble.
He congratulated b ron-ofhcisl colleagues upon the business-
like wmsuner n which tuey had dealt with the proposals of the
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Government. As to whether the new taxes would be continued
after the war he could only repeat what he had already said. With
regard to the conversion terms for the new loens he samd be was fully
aware of the importance of the subject. He would be going to
Bombay shortly snd would consult with representatives of the
banks and others. He would welcome notes from any members
who might have suggestions to offer. On samiary cxpenditure the
question of scparate accounting might be considered. Mr. Btewart's
criticisms of the new taxos cawme somewhat late, The ralway and
postal charges, which he suggested as ulkrnauves to the mcome-
tax, would have fallen upon the poor.

Mr. Achariar’s remarks regarding telegraph charges would, no
doubt, be carcfully conmdered by Sir Willism Clark.

After S8ir Willimm Meyer had spoken His Iacellency brought
the session to & close, Ho spoke for filty-five minutes and st
the conclusion declared the Council adjourned sine die amid
cheers, M

The following was His Excclloney the Viceroy's speech :—]

Gentlemen,—Before I deal with the Budget and other
matters I wish to thank Hon’ble Members for the very
kind und appreciative remarks that they have been
pleased to make on me and my administration in their
speeches to-day, and to assure them how highly I value
their words, and how much I shall always treasure the
remembrance of the very friendly sympathy of the
Members of my Legislative Council at this the last
meeting over which I shall preside before I leave India.
I am profoundly grateful to you all.

I have to congratulate my Honourable Colleague,
Sir William Meyer, upon the reception accorded to his
Budget. In the earlier years of my viceroyalty it was
our good fortune to be able in effect to give back money
to the tax-payer. But on this occasion we have had to
raise additional revenue on a considerable scale; and it
is a remarkable circumstance that a Budget in which
new taxation is the foremost feature has been received
with more general approval than perhaps any Budget
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of my time. I attribute this to two causes—First, we
have done our best to distribute the new burdens fairly,
and this has been generally recognised. But cluefly, 1
think, we owe the eusy passage of our fiscal proposals to
a very general feelinug of public spirit which desires to
help the Empire at thir time of need. In this respert,
the Council hus faithfully reflected the general body of
public opinion outside, and I am grateful to you and to
those you represent for thus strengthening our hands.
Auy mensure which fortifies our general finnucial posi-
tion is a rea] service in the prosecution of the war; and
though 1 am happy to say that, in some respects, our
position 18 strenger than might have heen expected, I
can assure that small mnority which still doubts the
full necessity of the mew taxation that our Budget
dispositions take by no means an exaggerated view of the
contingencies for which we ought to be prepared

I do not propose on this occasion, amid the preoccu-
pations of the war period, to embark on any full review
ot the financial history of my adwministration. Qur
policy before the war was one of development, materiul
and social. Our productive capital expenditure had
reached by 1914 a scale previously unattained. Yor
education, sanitation and other special purposes, we had
increased the permanent resources of the Provincial
Governments by one million a year, and to the extent
of £7 million more in non-recurring grants. We had
reason to hope for a gradually increasing utilisation of
India’s available resources through the borrowing policy
pursued during Sir William Meyer’s iucumbency of the
Finance Membership. Generally, as I think I may
claim, we had succeeded, in matters of banking, currency
and the like, in getting inte closer working association
with the commercial community; and finally, our whole
finance and currency system had recently been over-
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hauled, and we had hoped, in some directions, to make
a fresh start on more progressive lines.

These hopes and activities have been disappointed
and arrested by the war. India, however, caunot com-
plain if the even tenour of her progress has been checked.
Her financial system has well withstood the strain of the
last 18 months, and she has not had to suffer the com-
plete upheaval of her irade and the diversion of all her
energies to other channels. The measures which we
have taken this session will, I hope, secure her finan-
cially in the 12 months which lie before us, and she may
hope to emerge from the war in a strong position. I
think T muy congratulate this Council and the country
that this strength has been obtained with relatively so
small an addition lo her fiscal burdens.

Sir W. Meyer has explained the attitude of His
Majesty’s Government towards the proposal made by the
Government of India that, in the new taxation proposed
in this Budget, the import duty on cotton should be
raised leaving the exacise duty on cotton at its present
rate, an assurance being given by His Majesty’s Govern-
ment of the future abolition of the excise duty as soon
as the financial situation would permit of such a course.
He has also explained that His Majesty's Government
feel that the raising of this question at the present time
would be unfortunate, since it would provoke the revival
of old controversies at a moment when it is specially
desired to avoid all contentious questions both in
England and in India, and that 1t might prejudice the
nltimate settlement of larger issues raised by the war.
I need hardly say that the Government of India have
no desire to create controversy here, in England, or any-
where else at the present ~ime, by the discussion of
questions affecting Indian interests, but they are glad to
have had the opportunity of placing on official record
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their views that the import duties on cotton fabrics
should be ruised, and that the excise duty should for the
present remain at its actual figure and an assurance given
that it would be abolished as soon as finuncial considera-
tions will permit.

But His Mujesty’s (Government, in expressing their
desire that a conflict should not he raised at the present
time over the cotton duties, have made a definite declara-
tion which has already been quoted by the Finance
Member in his speech introducing the Financinl State-
ment, but which I now repeat as 1 regard it aa of very
great importance to India. It is as follows:—

“His Majestv's Government feel that the fiscal
relationship of afl parts of the Fmpire and the rest of
the world must be reconsidered after the war, and they
desire 1o leave the questions raised by the cotton duties
to be considered at the same time in connection with the
general fiscal policy of the Empire and with the share,
military and financial, taken by India in the struggle.
His Majesty’s Government are aware of the great
interest takem in this question in India and of the
impossibility of avoiding all allusion to it when new
taxation has to be raised, but they are confident that
their decision is in the best interests of India, and that
premature discussion of this particular issue could only
be harmful.”

Now I wish to be very careful in not reading into this
declaration an interpretation that would not be justified,
but I think that I am fully justified in saying that it
contains an assurance that the fiseal relations of India
in the Emp:re, towards the Empire and towards the rest
of the world will be reconsidered after the war in connec-
tion with the generul fiscal policy of the Empire, and
that the best interests of India are being taken into
account in postporing a decision ubout cotton duties
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which, after all, form only a small fraction of the fiscal
system built up in India. We are all unanimouns, I
think, as to what the best interests of India in conneetion
with the cotton duties may be, and I regard this declara-
tion that 1 and my Government have been authorised to
make in the name of His Majesty's Government as a
far-reaching pronvuncement of statesmansbip and full of
hope and promise, tmplying us it does the possibility or,
I muy even say, the probability of a broad reconsidera-
tion of the fiscal interests of India from a new ‘“angle
of vigion.” It seems to me to mark a new depariure,
that it places the future posilion of India much higher
than would have been done by the simple acceptunce of
the proposals of the Government of India, and I think
that the Government and people of India may, with
this declaration before them, await the future with
patience and confidence.

In closing the discussion on his resolution of the 20th
instant relating to the abolition of Indian indentured
emigration, the Hon’ble Pundit Malaviya asked that
Government would, as an interim measure, iake steps to
mitigate certain abuses and hardships in connection with
the recruitment of labour in India and its despatch to the
Colonies.

One at any rate of his proposals referred to a matter
which was then under consideration, and I thought it
best to take a little {ime for examining it before I
replied. I am happy to say I find myself able to meet
him on most of the points he brought forward. With
reference to his first request, my Government propose to
ask Local Governments to examine carefully the condi-
tions under which recruitment for the Colonies is carried
out. In the mext place, the Government of India will
take an early opportunity of arranging for the insertion

in the agreement of all necessary particulars regerding
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the penal provisions of the contract. With reference to
the Hon’ble Pundit’s third request, I thank the hest way
of meeting it is by our asking the Secretury of State that
the attention of the Colonwl Governments should be
drawn to the religious objections that ure felt by muny
Hindu castes to such forms of employment as those
wliich he mentioned.

Anotber six months have passed since T last addressed
you m Simla on the subject of the teirible war now
devastating Europe, and we seem to be stull a long way
from its close.

In the Western theatre of war the British und French
Allies steadfastly maintain their position and’are every
day growing stronger in numbers, material and supplies.
No very serious attack has heen made on the DBiitish
lines that has not been eusily defeated, and the French,
with their asual bravery, have most gallantly resisted
and driven back, with tremendons losses immense masses
of German troops that had been gradually collected by
the German Commanders in order to make u supreme
effort for a decisive victory before the moment arrives
that they anticipate and dread of a generul advance on
the part of the Allies. This advance will probably not
be long defeired and, you may rest assured, that it is
being deferred only in order to make it, when the time
comes, the more deadly. Ou the Austro-Italian front the
Avustrians are being slowly but surely driven back by
our gallant Italian Allies. The theatre of war, in which
the most decisive results have recently been achieved,
has been in the Caucasus and in Northern Persia, where
the Russian Generals have gained some remarkable
successes including the fall of the fortress of Erzerum,
regarded in Constantinople as impregnable, and the
storming of Bitlis, less than 100 miles from the Tigris,
together with the capture of immense quantities of
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prisoners, guns and material, while in North-Western
Persia the rebel gendarmerie and the Turks with them
bave been repeatedly defeated, so that the brave Russian
troops have now, it may be hoped, finally destroyed
Germany’s hopes of making Persia, as she has already
made Turkey, the cat’s-paw of her insensate ambition.
There have heen unfortunate developments in the
Balkans owing to the tieacherous intrusion of Bulgaria
into the war agaiust Russia, her liberator in the past,
und England and France, her supporters and well-
wighers in all her legitimate aspirations. Servia and
Montenegro have, after a glorious struggle against over-
whelming' forces, temporarily ceased to exist as King-
doms, but the Allies are confident ithat the Teuton and
Bulgarian forces will be ultimately expelled from the
lands they bave occupied und ravaged in the Balkans,
just as Belgium and Poland will witness at no distant
time theiwr deliverance fiom the cruel yoke that Germany
has temporarily imposed upon them. There may be
some who question upon what such confidence iy based,
and to these it may be confidently replied thuat, while
Germuny und Austria are slowly but surely bleeding to
death and unable to compel by any decisive success the
peace which 1t is known that they now desire, England,
France, Russia and Italy are duily growing stronger and
by close and active co-operution, both mulitary and
economic, ure exercising a pressure which will soon
become irresistible. As I said before in Council last
September the deciding factor in this struggle will be
British sea-power. It is the sea which unites and welds
together in a common effort the widely distant terri-
tories of the Allies. It is sea-power that is protecting
the shores of India and Indian commerce from the
ravages of the enemy, and it should not be forgotten
that, even if—which God avert—disaster befell the arms
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of England and her Allies on land, British sea-power
would still remain, rendering Great Britain and her
possessions invulnerable, and placing England in the
position of being able to impose terms upon the central
Powers before a single German or Austrian ship would
be allowed to sail the opeu sea with impunity. Not that
there can be any doubt us to the ultimate vietory of the
Allies upon land, but it is the British Navy that is
gradually but surely strangling the enemy with a grip
that will never he reluxed until peace hns been secured
on such terms that the smaller Powers shall regain their
full liberty and independence, and that civilisation shall
no longer be endangered by the dreams of conquest and
the military despotism of a Power which has arrogontly
proclaimed Might 1o be Right, TUntil absclute and
incontestable victory has heen achieved, there can be
no flinching from our duty, and no peace without being
faithless to our ideals of truth and liberty and {o our
responsibilities to civilisation and the future of the
world. The German menace that has weighed so heavily
on Furope for the past generation must be reduced to
impotence and permanently removed.

Turning to foreign affairs nearer home it is pleasant
to be able to state that in Persia there has been a very
distinet improvement in the situation. We are on the
most friendly terms with the Persian Government who
have at last realised the danger to which their country
was exposed by the machinations of German and Austrian
bands and are doing their utmost to suppress them, I
need hardly say that, in their efforts to restore order, the
Persian Government will continue to have our hearty
co-operation and assistance in any way that they may
desire.

Our friend and ally, the Amir of Afghanistan, con-
tinues to maintain very friendly relations with the
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Government of India and has recently remewed his
assuranoes to observe an attitude of strict neutrality, and
we have naturally implicit confidence in his royal word.

On the frontier perfect tranquillity has for some time
prevailed, except for raida by gangs of Mahsude in the
Dera Ismail Khan District. The cup of their misdeeds
is already overflowing, and the day of retribution is at
hand. Aas soon our preoccupations elsewhere are relisved,
and when it suits our convenience, it will be necessary
for the Government of India to take drastic steps to put
an end for ever to the campaign of murder and plunder
that has disgraced the Mahsud tribe during the past few
years,

Except in Bengal where, I am sorry to say, there
has heen a regretiable number of murders and dacoities,
which dim the fair fame of that province, and which
every effort should be made not only by the Government,
but by the people themselves to suppress, the internal
situation of India could hardly be more favourable, and
it is & source of profound satisfaction for me on the eve
of my departure to be able to say so. We do not
feel the shock of battle here as the nations feel it in
Europe, but we have had ample evidence of German
designs to create trouble in India which have so far
proved aboriive, based as they were on the fallacy that
India would be disloyal to the Empire. During the past
20 months of war the people of this land have displayed
a loyalty and patriotism, deeply appreciated by the
Empire at large, that have been beyond all praise, and
bave entirely justified the confidence and trust that 1
reposed in them. Heads of Governments have told me
that never in their experience have the relations between
the Government and the people been closer or of greater
confidence, and I readily believe it. When I hear
pessimistic prophecies or apprehensions as to the future
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of India, I ask mysel! who, 20 years ago, would have
predicted the magnificent loyalty of the Ruling Princes
and the people of India which we have seen since the
outbreak of war? None ever doubted the valour of the
Indian Army, British and Indian, But who would have
said 20 years ago that it would be possible to send out
of India to the different theatres of war army after army
of brave and experienced soldiers? When it is remem-
bered that the largest expedition that ever left the shores
of India before the present war numbered only 18,000
men, and that since the outbreak of war ludia has
despatched about 300,000 soldiers overseas, and has
contributed several million pounds worth of war materml
to the Empire, I think we have every reason to be proud
of the efforts that India has made, and of the situation
on, and inside, our frontiers that have rendered such
efforts possible. Many gallant men have, alas! died
for their country. Of these the whole Empire is the
tomb.

As this is the last occasion upon which T shall have
the privilege of addressing the Members of my Legis-
lative Council, there are certain subjects of general
interest, upon which I would like to say a few words.

My stay in India is now fast drawing to a close, nnd
as T look back upon the past 6] years they seem full of
incident, and there ir much of which India may well be
proud, but I cannot help feeling how much there is also
that is still left undone, that I would wish to have seen
done, and that I am confident will be done in the not
far distant future, to secure that peace, contentment,
and progressive development which must be the end in
view of every far-sighted British statesman who con-
scientiously recognises the duty of Great Britain towards
this country, who remembers the engagements given to
the people of this land by successive Sovereigns, and who
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realises that it is only by the study of the welfare of the
people, and by the reconciliation of the administration
with the awakening and legitimate aspirations of the
people that the foundations of British rule in India can
be broadened and solidified. There can be no finer
ambition for my country than that the future historian
may be able to describe how a bruised but ancient
country of old civilisation and culture, after centuries
of invasion and conquest, had been uplifted and
gradually strengthened till it could stand upon its feet,
and how the child had become a source of strength and
gladness to its mother-country.

It is difficult as yvet to foresee what the results of the
terrible war now in progress will be upon the civilisation
of the world, but there can be no doubt that national
ideals and common aspirations will be purified by the
knowledge of the united effort that has been made to
crush a debased aystem of culture founded on the
hypothesis that might is right. It is devoutly to be
hoped tha! this sense of unity may prevail long after
this war hns ceased, and that it may be the prelude to
the disappearance of all religious, class and racial
discord which, I unhesitatingly may, can be productive
only of harm, and which tends to sap all healthy
development and impede all real progress. In no country
is unity more absolutely necessary than in India, but
unfortunately, and I say it regretfully, we are still far
from that ideal. It can only be achieved by a real effort
on the part of all classes to understand each other hetter
and to inspire one another with mutual sympathy.

During the past few months I have seen mention
made in speeches at meetings in the country and in the
press of self-government, Colonial self-government and
Home Rule for India. I have often wondered whether
those spealters and writers fully realise the conditiong
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prevuiling in Dominions auch as Cunada or Australia
which render self-government possible. I wish that some
of these could visit the Dominions and see for themselves.
A stlldy of the hiulnr}' of these Dominions would show that
the development of their present sclf-governing istitu-
tions hud beeu achieved, vot by any sudden stroke of
statesmanship, but by a process of steady and patient
evolution which has gradually unrted and raised all classes
of the community to the level of their enhanced respon-
mbilities. T do not tor a moment wish to discounicnance
self-government for India as a national ideal. Ttiva per-
fectly legitimate aspiration and has the warm symputhy
of all moderate men. But in the pesent position of
India it 194 not idealism that is needed, bui practienl
polities and practical solutions 1o questions ari<ing out
of the social and political conditions in thisn country.
We should look faects squarely in the face and do our
utmost to grapple with reultties. To lightly raise
extravagani hopes and to encourage unrealisable
demands ecan only tend to delay and not 1o accelernta
political progress. 1 know that this is the sentiment of
many wise and thoughtful Indians. In speaking thus
frankly it is far from wmy intention to creute a feeling of
discouragement, for nobody is more anxious than I am
to see the early realisation of the just and legitimate
aspirations of India, but T am equally desirous of avoid-
ing all danger of reaction from the birth of institutions
which experience might prove to be premature. During
the past 5} yeuwrs I have steadily kept thix aim in view,
and, as far as I am able, will do all in my power to help
the course of Tudiaun progress in the future,

Nothing that has occurred during the past 4} years
Lhaes made me change by a hair’s-breadth my views aws to
the soundness of the policy defined in that much disputed
third paragraph of the despatch of the Government of

8
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India of August 25th, 1911, the responsibility for which
rests especially upon myself in conjuncticn with my
lnte friend Sir John Jenkins. The meaning of that
paragraph has been much discussed, but as it is written
in plain English I see no necessity for explaining it. I
only wish to emphasise the fact thai it was not com-
templated that the policy adumbrated should be fulfilled
in its entirety in the.immediate future, or within a
specified period ot time, but that the progress towards
the foreshadowed goal should be steady and gredual.
Speculation as to the rapidity with which pirogress is to
be made or the precise definition of the goal tc be
achieved would be profitless, but my strong advice is
not to go oo fast and to be sure that you can walk firmly
before vou try to run. This is very clearly expressed
in the text of the paragraph, and I eclaim that, during
the 4} years that have elapsed since that despatch war
published, the Government of India have been true to
the policy indicated, although they have not always
been able to give full scope to their wishes. During that
period Bengnl has become a Presidency with a Governor
in Council; Bihar and Orissa form a Province with a.
Lieutenant-Governor in Council and with a majority of
elected Members in the Legislative Council; Legislative
Councils, with non-official majorities in each, have been
given to the Central Provinces and Assam; Bihar and
Orissa has received a High Court; and I have no doubt
whatever that in a very short time the recommendation
of the Government of India for the creation of an
Executive Council for the United Provinces and a High
Court for the Punjab will be accepted. Surely this is
a good record for the past 4} years, and surely the pace
has not been slow,

A further change in the same direction that I regard
as very desirable is greater decentralisation and dess
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interference from the vory top to the lowest rung of the
administrative ladder, and the recognition that to
endeavour to attain a drab uniformity in this country,
where such wide variations in habits and thought exist,
ean only lead to locnl discontent und ultimate failure,
While the Imperial Giovernment retaing, and must retain,
the power of initiative in policy and control, it should
steadily, and on broud lines, delegate more and more
power to Local Governments to dirpose of matters of
merely local or secondary importance. In pursuance of
thia view, it has been my poliey to give as much freedom
as possible to Local Governments, and never {o override
them except mnder the most urgent necessity, bearing
alwaya in mind that it should be the part of the Govern-
ment of India to control, and theirs to administer.

The fact that, atl the conclusion of this great war,
questions of far-reaching importance to India will arise,
provoking discussion and requiring sympathetic decision,
is patent to all.  Many such questions have had my most
enrnest consideration, and the Home (GGovernmment are in
possession of my views as to how they should be solved
in a generous measure, but this is neither the time nor
the place for dwelling upon them. I was glad when T
read Sir Satvendra Sinha’s speech at the National
Congress last December in which he strongly deprecated
treating the satisfactory solution of such questions as a
concession in return for Indian loyalty. Loyalty has
no price, it is priceless, it ia not an ohject of exchange
and barter. Whatever changes may in due course be
made will be owing to the fact that they are justified by
the indomitable bravery of our soldiers, by the patriotic
attitude of the people of India during a period of
difficulty and stress, and by their political progress and
moral development during the past few years. T will
only say this, thar the question of the improvement of

82
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the status, position and prospects of the Indian officers
and men of the Indiun Army is ome that should have
precedence over all others, for it is they who have berne
the danger, heat and burden ot the day, and have nobly
maintained the houour and fair fame of India in the
vanguard of the British and (‘olomal Armies in Flanders
and other theatres of wor. I would urge further ihat
special provision should be made by Government for
those who have suffered permanent injuries as well as
for the education of the orphans of Indian soldiers who
have perished during the war, and that the future pros-
pects of such children should always be a matter of con-
cern to the Government and people of India.

As regards the position of India within the Empire,
the announcement which T made in this Council last
September to the effect that Tudia’s demand to bLe repre
sented in future on Imperial Conferences would he
symputhetically considered by His Majesty’s Govern-
ment is, I think, likely to becowe historie, for it marks
the beginning of a new era, and the growth of more
liberal ideas in regard to India not previously ecuter-
tained. At the same time the reception by the Colonial
Press of the resolution relnting to the representation of
India at the next Imperial Conference, proposed in this
Council last September by the Hon’ble Mr. Mohamed
Shafi and unanimously accepted, was most encouraging,
and was a good indication of the change in the angle
of vision of our fellow-subjects in the Dominions towards
India, and the place that Tndia should hold in the
Councils of the Empire. I feel confident that the states-
men of the self-governing Dominions, recognising the
splendid services rendered by India to the Empire during
the war, will generously seek a modification of the
constitution of the Imperial Conference, so as to admit
the properly accredited representatives of *India to sit
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side by side with them at the Imperial Council table
on terms of equality. I rejoice in this matler to leave
India with high opportunity before her to tuke her place,
a just and proud place, in the Empire.

You may remember that a year and a half ago I
made suggestions for the consideration of Llon'ble
Members for the settlement with Colonial Governments
of certain emigration questions which had become acute
in connection with the case of the Kemagata Maru. I
bave not pressed you for your answer {o my suggestions
during the course of this war, as I have been anxious
to eliminate as much as possible all controversinl gques-
tions from our midst. These guestions will, however,
inevitably arise when the war is over, and 1 feel gure
that the Dominion Governments, realising more force-
fully than ever before that India is a living unit of the
Empire, will approach all such guestions at issue in u
broader and more generous spirit than heretofore. But
from what 1 have, on certain ocecasions, both heard and
read during the past year, I do feel that a word nf
coution is necessarv, and that people in Iudia should
remember that however desirable the realisation way be
of the proud ideal of equal liberty for all those who can
say Civis britannicus sum, the Dominions have also their
own ideals nof self-development, and the Dominion
(overnments are masters in their own houses. In
matters such as these which are largely, bhut not altogether
matters of sentiment, they are amenable only o persua-
sion and not to compulsion. T ferl some anxiety lest
the penple of India may not fully realise the actual
standpoint  from which the Dominions should be
approached, and lest, in striving to grasp the shadow,
they should losé the substance. Where interests are
held to clashi, the principle of reciprocity often affords
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a basis for a practical solution which would be vainly
sought in the assertion of theoretical rights

I wish also to say a few words to-day on the subject
of the new Capital. As you all know the building of
the new city was ordained by the Royal and Imperial
word of our King-Ewmperor, in the pressnce of the
Princes und representatives of the people of India at
the Coronation Durbar of 1911. During the pust 3}
years, und in fulfitment of Ilis Majesty’s conunands,
plans have been prepared, ground levelled, roads laid out
und much necessury spade work has been done. Had the
aituation been normal, more could huve been done during
the past twelve months, but in consequence of the war
1 felt it necessary to curtail eapendituze to the lowwst
possible limit consistent with the uavoidance of loss.
Nevertheless the wulls of the Government buildings ae
steadily rising, and 1 have no fear that the time that
has been lost will not be easily made good later on. 1
may mention thut the King-Emperor takes the greatest
interest in the progress of the new Capital, and has often
referred to it in the letters with which His Majesty has
honoured me. The lay-out of the new ecity aud the
designs for the Government buildings are on a noble
scale befitting the importutice and dignity of an
Imperial Capital of India. For such an enterprise the
estimated expenditure is not excessive, and I see no
reason why, with intelligent supervision, it should be
exceeded. It may take longer to complete than at
present reckoned, but what I would urge upon you and
the people of India is that no unworthy considerations and
petly ideas of parsimony should ever induce you to oon-
sent to any curtailment of the future glory and beauty
of the new Capital of India, which I am convinced will
some day be a source of pride {o you and your children’s
children, and will stand forth in the future as a monu-
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ment to the progress and national development of India.
Sufficient time has now elapsed, and the test of war has
sufficed to prove that the move 1o Delhy has resulied in
no loss of efficiency to the Governnmient of India, while
the advantages of having the Capital in u central position
equally accessible to all, and 1 a position of detach-
meut from provincinl copnections, is beginning to be
fully realised hy all, and hy none more than by the
Ruling Prinees und Chiefs. 1t is to my mind an integral
und essential part of a great national policy of political
self-development which must commend itselt above all
to those who hope some dav to see India hold a position
of equality amoungst the sister nations, of which the
British Empire 1s composed. At the sume time it is a
source of pleasare to me to know that Caleuita, the
premier city in India, has never been more prosperous
than it is to-day,

It only remains for me now to take leave of my
Couneil, and I do so with a pang of regret at the thought
of how little more 1 can do to help and tu serve the
people of this land. Still I am full of hope and faith
in the future, and it is with o deep sense of coufidence
that I shall in a few days’ time relinquish the bhelm to
my successor Lord Chelmsford, whom I regard us a
man of noble ideals and of generous sympathy. India
will, I know, trust him as India has {rusted me.

In arriving at the close of this scssion we huve
arrived also at the end of the extended term of this
Council. I remember woll the ovecasion when I first
presided over this Council in Calcutta on the 3rd January
1911, 1 then siated my hope and belief that a frank
expression of opinion might assist us to understand each
other and to aporeciate one auother’s point of view.
There have been many changes in my Council since then,
but throughout these years my hope and belief have been
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more than justified, and I think I can say, from experi-
ence gained in different parts of the world, that this
Council is second to0 none in the dignity of its proceed-
ings and the good feeling that animates its Members.
We have been Colleagues iu this Council for the past 3}
years, and some of us for 5} years, and surely if anybody
has a right to cull you his f1iends it is I, for you have
always treated me with invariable friendliness and
courtesy, and I think I may say that, during these past
years, although we may not always have been in full
agreement, I have never known a discordant note in my
Council. Further, you und the people of India, whom
you represent, have shaied with me my joys and my
sorrows, and, although the latter have been heavy, I
have also had joy which has helped me to bear them.
For I have felt that it has been a great joy and at the
same time a priceless privilege that I have been able to
dispel many illusions and false impressions, and to
display not merely to England, but to the whole world
the intense and patriotic loyalty not only of Biitish
India, but of ull the Ruling Princes and Chiefs to the
British Crown and the Person of the King-Emperor, and
the sacrifices that Tndians of all clusses and creeds have
been ready to make in defence of the Empire and of
Right. Whatever the future may bring forth, this will
always be a glorious page in the history of India.

It would be idle for me to pretend that, in taking
official lenve of you to-day, I am not deeply uffected by
the thought that our days of co-operation have now
almost closed, but I wish to express to you, Members of
my Council and to the people of India whom you repre-
sent, my very warm appreciation of the confidence and
trust that you have always displayed in me and my
administration, and to thank you again for your ever
friendly help. I wish also to acknowledge with gratitude
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the help that I have received from the Membhers of my
Executive Council, the Heads of Governmeunts, Secre-
taries, and the officiuls, who have done so much in India
mn the past of which they may be justly proud, and who
are now shaping themselves to meet the changed eircum-
stances of advauwcing represeptative institutions. T am
the second of my family to hold the highest office under
the Crown, and I leave India with an inherited love
increased manifold by personal experience of the sterling
qualities, the kindness and the sympathy of the people
of India. I can honestly say that I have given of my
best for India, and that she will never be ubsent from
my heart and my thoughts. I shall coutinuully pray
that the peoples of India may be blessed in all those
things that make life brighter nnd better worth living.

In wishing this Council steady progress and develop-
ment on safe and sound lines, I now declare this session
closed and bid you all farewell,

UNVEILING BUBTS OF THII LATE Rt JOHN JENKING
AND SIR GUY FLEFTWOOD WILSON IN IMPERLAL
LEGISLATIVE COUNCHL, CHAMBLR, DiCLHI.

[Before the mweting of the Impernd Legitlative Counel held 24th March
on the 24th March, His Excelleney the Viceroy unveiled the above 1918
Busts. '

In inviting the Viceroy to unveil the bust of Sir John
Jenkine, Nawab Zuifikar Al Khan said *—

My Lord,~In thesc days when multifarions and mast pressing
duties of Your Exccllency's high wsnd cxalted office claun Your
Lordship's constunt attention, Your Excellency has graciously
eonsented to perform tho ceremony of unveiling the marble bust
of the late Sir John Jenkins. And for this act of great kindness
I, on hehalf of the non-official members of Your Lordship's fimt
reformed Council, have the honour mest cordislly to thank Your
Excellency. In the history of the Imperial Council this perhaps
ig the first occasion on which the presentation by the non-official
mambers of & bust of an ordinary member of Your Loeduhip's



266 Speeches by H. E. Lord Hardinge of Penshurst.

Unveiling busts of the late Sir John Jenkins and Sir Guy Fleetumd
Wilson in Imperial Legislative Council Chambar, Delhi.

Council has been made.  The reformed Imperial Council has made it
possible for some of thy best intellects amongst the Indians to come
in close touch with those gifted Civil Servants who are selected to
occupy responsible and high poesitions in the Government of India.
Their common labour in the serviee of tlus great country affords
those desirable opportunities of association with cach other which are
calculated to promote and foster mutual appreciation and respect.
The bust which I bave the privilege {o present {o the Council
Chamber in this Imperial City on behalf of my late colleagues
is the materinl manifestation of this spirit.  That this spirit shall
find wider circle not only in Jodin but in the whole of the mighty
Empire of Great Britain is the devout praver ot all well-wishers
of this country. The Inte Bir John Jenkins, whose memory we
wish to perpeluate in the form of this marble bust, was a distin-
guished memnber of the Indian Civil Service. For a poriod of
twenty-eight years he served in the presidency of Bombay and for
two years was 8 member of the Bombay Couneil. In 1910 he
wus appointed an vrdinary member of Your Eacelleney’s Executive
Council. It was in this highly responsible position thut his grest
oxparience  and  remarheblo  capacitics found  full scope.  Your
Exeelleney’s own appreciative words pronounced at a meeting of
the Council after his sudden and unexpected death bear an
uniperishable testitnony to the distinguished record of his eminently
meritorious serviees. In 1911 at the great Coronation Durbar in
this lmperial Capital bhe wag made & Knight Commander of the
Most Bxsltod Order of the Star of India. His appointment to
the Council of the Scerctary of State for ludia was an additional
recognition of his couspicuously successful work but the hand of
fate did not purmit of his talent being utilised in this position
and his lamentable death deprived both England end India of a
devoted and loyal scrvent.

My Lord, the Indian Civil Seorvice has produced many a
brilliant administrator and statesmen to whose untiring enorgy and
ability we owe the wonderful matlerial progress of the present day
India and the enlightenment of its people. There is much self-
sacrificing and thankless work done by them, and meany honourable
vervices renderod to the public of which the public never hears.
Al honour is therefore due to them. My Lord, conscious as I am
of the extreme shortness of time at Your Excellency's disposal
end having already ventured to detain Your Exccllency too long,
I hasten to request thut Your Lordship may be plessed to unveil
the bust.
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His Excellency replied as follows :—]

Gentlemen,—1t is a pleasure and an honour to carry
out this little ceremony that you have invited me to
perform. It was ouly during the last year of Sir John
Jenking’ life that 1 had the privilege of his acquaintance
and, I am proud to add, his friendship, aud, in the whole
of my career, 1 have met few people who combined so
much ability with so muny cudearing qualities, and
above all with such utter sincerity. I'ew men had served
India so well as he, and when I came out to this country
it was a great advantage to find at my side, in the oflice
of Home Member, a man of such strong character, high
ideals and broad sympathies, while his powerful intellect
gave him an unrivalled grasp of the problems with which
he had to deal. He was one of those who never used
words to conceal lus thoughts, but, outspoken as he was,
the kindliness of his nature won him the rea) friendship
of the Members of my Council and of all those with
whom he had to work. To me personally his premature
death was a grievous loss, for the wealth of his know-
ledge and experience and the generous liberality of his
ideas were quite priceless.

To-day, as his familiar features are disclosed to our
view, I am sure our hearts will all go out to the gracious
lady, who, after so muuy yeurs of companionship, still
mourns his loss ut home, and I trust it may give her
some small pleasure to thiuk of us gathered here to-day
to pay this little tribute {0 one whose memory we, with
her, so dearly cherish.

[in ssking the Viceroy te perform the same ceremony for the
bhust of 8ir Guy Fleetwood Wilson, Bir Gangadhar Chitnavis

id +~—
= Your Ezcellency,—1It is a matter of genuine satisfaction o us
non-official members of the Imperial Legislative Council that the
bust has been completet while Your Excelloney is etill in India
and that Your Excellency has been pleased to accede to our request
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to unveil it before laying down the reins of your high office. Sir Guy
Fleetwood Wilson was associated with the Government of India
mostly during Your Lixcellency's Vicoroyalty, and Your Excellency
had ample opportunities of judging for yourself of the services
rendered to the State by him. Your Exocellency could not have failed
to observe aluo with approval of the cordial relations Bir Guy main-
tained throughout his Indian career with the non-ofticial memblers of
the Legislative Council. 1 do not analyse his public acts, but it
may bo broadly stated that Bir Guy's udministration of the finances
of Indin was marked by a breadth of outlook and sympathy and
an varnest desire to help on the cause of Indian progress which
mado u deep and lasting impression upor the people. We have
also roasons to believe that Sir Guy exerted a wholesome influence
upon the generul administration of the day enabled as it was by
Your xcelleney's high statesmanship and enlightened policy of
trust and advancement. Sir Guv deserved well of the country for
all that, and will always be remembeted by the people. We non-
official members of the Legistative Council share the warm feelings
of mppreciation of the general body of our countrymen; but we
had special reasons tor admiration. Sir Guy's personsl relations
with us were uniformly plessant. Be it as Finance Minister or
a8 Vice-Presidont, he was always a genial force in the Council,
and by his personal magnetism even more than by his intellectual
force he mado friends of all of us. And when Sir Guy retired
frem office we the non-officisl members started this movement for
8 pormanent wemorial to mark our appreciation of his Indian
caroer. 1 would havo been happy if all the non-official members
of both the present Council and the previous Council could be
present here to-day, but I regret their engagements elsewhere have
prevented them from enjoying the pleasure, while one, the most
prominent and the greatest of Sir Guy's fricnds, Mr. Gehhale,
has been takon away from us by the cruel hand of death. But
it is idle to du'ge in vain regrets. We who are present maust
proceed to do our duty, and I, on behalf of the non-official members
of Your Excellency’s Council, beg now to voquest Your Excellency
to unveil the bust of our good friend Bir Guy Fleetwood Wilson.
Your Excellency and the assembly will soon have the opportunity
of judging how faithfully the lincamente of Bir Guy's genial face
heve been reproduced in marble by the skilful sculptor, Mr. Herbert
Hampton. Wo are thankful, my Lord, Your Excollency has allowed
the bust to be provisionally placed here, and for the promise that
it will be removed to New Delhi and will occupy a similar
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prominent position in the Ante-chamber of the Legislative Council
there when it 1s bwlt. I now request Your Execlioney to unveil
the bust.

His Excellency spoke as follows *—)

Gentlemen,—I readily accede to the request that you
have made that I should unveil the bust of Sir Guy
Fleetwood Wilson. The kiudly remarks that Sir
Gangadhar has wmade bear eloguent testimony to the
stronghold that Sir Guy wus uble to establish upon the
affection and respect of the Members of my Coundil by
his friendly and genial attitude towards them: and that
attitude was no mere make-believe, for T think 1 »sm
justified ip saying that he wus sincerely animated by
the most liberal and friendly feelings towards Indin and
Indian aspirations. I have never had any doubt in wmy
mind that his feelings towards India were heartily
reciprocuted by India; and India did not hewtate to
give full expression to the warmth of her sentiments
when he took his departure from these rhores,

Speaking for myself T always found Sir Guy a belp-
ful colleague. As Finance Member he certaiuly had
not quite the same heavy burden of anxiety and
responsibility to bear as the war has brought upon the
shoulders of the present holder of that high and hounour-
able office, but he guarded our money bags with a keen
sense of duty and brought to the solution of the knotty
problems with which the Finance Member is so con-
stantly beset an acute and versatile intellect. In the
public eye a Finance Membe: must be largely judged by
his budgets, and the budgets of Sir Guy Fleetwood
Wilson were a series of personal triumphs,

Finally, let me not forget to mention that, during the
two months when I was incapacitsted by illness, a far
greater portion of anxiety and responsibility than usual
fell to the lot of my Council; as Senior Member of my
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Council and Vice-President of my Legislative Council
Sir Flestwood Wilson’s share of the burden was not only
the heaviest, but came at a time when the preparation
of the budget is a sufficient task to engross the energies
of any ordinary man; but he rose to the occasion, and
with the loynl co-operation and assistance of his
colleagues he faced the ndditional labour with a courage
and endurance beyond all praise.

It will bring 2 glow of pleasure to the heart of
Sir Guy to know that his friends out here have taken
these means to keep his memory green, and equally will
it be a source of happiness {o lns friends out here to be
able to refresh old memories by gazing at hiy friendly
and familiar Jineaments.

FARDWELL ADDRESS FROM TALUQDARS OF 0UDN,

[On the 25th March the Vieeroy reccived at Vieeregal Ladge,
Delhi, a deputntion consisting of 25 nembers of the Tritish
Indian Aswociation headed by the Maharajn of Ualrsmpur, who
read the following address —

May it please Your Freellency—Wao, the Taluqgdars of Oudh,
approach Your Exeolleney ta bid xou farewell at the close of one
of the most cventful administrations in Indian history. It was
during your Vicerayalty that for the firet time our King-Emperor
and Her Gracious Majesty the Queen-Empress came in person
to celebrate their coronation and gladdened the henrts of the people
of thiv country at the historic Durbar at Delhi. 'Your Excellency’s
administratios will over romein memorable for the recogmtion of
the principle that Indian interests should be of pararnount import-
#noo in the government of the countrv, for the suecessful working
ol the constitutional changes, for the hberal grants towards education,
for the founding of new universities, for moking such territorial
chonges as were in consonance with the real feelings of the people
and for the recognition of India's right to share in the councils
of the Empire by the admission of her representative in the Imperial
Conference, which we esrnestly hope will lead to the recognition
of the goneral prineiple that India will, in all matters Imporial,
be treated on an equal footing with the rest of the British Finpire.
We have, morcover, to be specially grateful to Your Excellency
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for strongly urging our just claims to be treated an British subjeots
in His Majesty's self-governing dominions snd for the privilege of
standing with our fellow.citivens of the British Kmpire to defend
the right for which our Sovereign drew the wword. We take preat
pride in the fact that the Indian troops have justified the confidence
which Your Excellency placed in the sons of Indis in the various
battleficlds with other sons of the Empire, and we believa that this
comradeskip in arms will lead to a better undorstanding and
a8 more mutual sympathy within the component parts of the
Ewpire.

In this provinee in particular, we are gpecially indebted to Your
Excelleney for vour strong support of the Fxeeutive Couneil for
the United Provinces, We trust that the reahsation of our hope
has been deferved only for s short time. As representatives of
the aristocracy of Oudh we feel it our duty to express our
gratefulness for the enunciation in public by Your Excelleney of the
great principle that greater freedom of aetion and larger rerpon.
sibilitiea should be granted to the ruling echiefs in the administra-
fion of their {erritories, and that the natural leaders of the Iand
or ternitorial macuntes should have the fullest reeogmition of their
impurtanes and position m the bady politie. But above all it ix
for the spinit of understandimg, kindness und svmputhy which hag
been characteristic of Your Dixedlleney < adinimstration, and with
which Your Dixeolleney’s allustrions name will ever he arsociated,
that we wish to express our decpest gratitude.  Tho heart of Indin
is snd at Your Excellency's departure from her shores, but wa
wish onee apain to assure you that we will ever cherish the memory
of Your Fxeellene  with feelings of the greatest osteem and affeetion
and wo wish Your Excelloney a long lifa of usefulness, happiness
and prosperity.

* In reply His Excellency apoke as follows :—]

Talugdars of Oudh,—Four years bhave passed sinee I
last had the pleasure of meeting you as a body at a
splendid entertainment which you gave in my honour in
the Kaisarbagh at Lucknow. In replyving on that
occasion to your cordial address of welcome, I used the
following words: —‘“ Whatever the future betide,
whether it be sunshine or storm, I feel sure
that the old tradition of loyally and good {faith,
which has so long been s bond between yourselves and
Government, may be relied upon as one of the strongest
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assets of British rule in India.”” At the time these
words were spoken neither you nor 1 could have foretold
the terrible storm which 2} years later was lo disturb the
peace und progress of the Pnhre civilised world. But it
is to me a matter of the deepext satisfaction that I have
been able to see my words so amply justified, and that
I am able now, after more than a yesr and a half of
war, to leave Indin perhaps more peaceful and tranquil
than she has been for many years past. This happy
result T attiibute in no small measure to the wise and
loyal influence exercised hy the great hereditary land-
holders throughout India, the reputation of which class
vou have most worthily upheld in the United Provinces.
Nor have your efforts been confined to the use of your
influence on behalf of Government; ydu have also,
headed by your Predident, the Mabaraja of Balrampur
subseribed most generously towards objects conuneeted
with the war, and I am glad to have this opportunity of
acknowledging the liberality of your contributions.

I thank you for the kind words, which your Presi-
dent has just spoken, and T am very grateful for the
appreciative way in which you refer to my humble efforts
on behalf of India. T can only tell you, Gentlemen,
that these efforts have been prompted by a sincere
affection for India and for her people and by a convie-
tion that the only successful policy in this country must
be one of trust and confidence in India’s essential loyalty.
to the Empire, to which she belongs. You have referred
in your address to your hope of obtaining an Executive
Council for the nited Provinces. It is not necessary
for me to state my personal views on the question, and
I would only say that the decision now rests with the
British Government. You may confidently rely on their
taking a broad and statesman-like view of the question,
and I am sure I need not ask you to accept t,helr decision

with loyalty and good feeling.
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I was also very glad to see that you recognise and
appreciate the policy of Government which has tended
in the past, and will tend in the future, to increase your
importance and responsibilities ns members of the lunded
aristocracy.  You have behind yon proud traditions
handed down to you by your fathers, which will susinin
and strengthen you in worthily supporting these respon-
sibilities. Moreover, if vou are to play your part in the
public life of the country, you muat continue as hitherto
fo take an intelligent and active inferest in such
important politieal questiony us may arise. In doing
so you will be able o help in ereating a higher fope in
the political life of India, and by avoiding internul
dissension you will add to your prestige and honour and
increase the weight of vour influence with Government.

It is with very real sadness that T feel this to be the
last occasion upon which I shall meet you as a body. 1
have been deeply touched by the affectionate words in
which you have bidden me furewell and have assured me
that you will always remewber me with estecm and afiee
tion. I thank vou mosl warmly for this assurance und
for the good wishes which you have bextowed wpow me
for my future prosperity, I can only tell you that I
shall always remember with gladness my cordial friend-
ship with the Talugdurs of Oudh, and in bidding you
farewell T wish all success to your orgunisation in the
future.

FAREWELL ADDRFS8S FROW DELHI MUNICIPALITY.

[His Excellency the Viceroy received a farewell address from ggeh Mareh
the Delhi Municipality on the 26th March, the text of which was ay 1916,
follows —

May it please Your Ezcellency—We, the President and
Members of the Delhi Muniripal Committce, heg to express our
spprecistion of Your Excellency’s kindness in permitting us before
you leave Delhi, on laying dowu the high office of Viceroy and

T
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Governor General, to come befora you with a few words of grati-
tude for the great services which Your Excellency has rendered to
India and, more espccially, to our famous City.

The years of Your Excellency's Viceroyalty have been an era
of exceptional progress throughout India—a progress which we
recognize as being due in a special degree to Your Excelleney's
wisdom and judgment, and to the great sympathy which Your
Excollency has shown in the interests of India and her people.
Wo realize full well, that Your Execllency's burdens have been
increased by private sorrows, followed by a period of most unusual
public anxiety.

The citizena of Dalh{ have specia! reasons to be grateful to Your
Fxcolleney. For it was during Your Lxcelleney's term of office
thet Delkl was raised once again tr the position of an Ymperial
Cupital . moreover, Your DTxcellenev s Government by its uberal
assistance has enabled this Committee to cope with the new
responsibilitios entailed on 1t, and to embark on many new sehemes
of Municipal improvement.

We assure Your Excellency that that improvement will contir ue
so that should Your Execllenevy establish a new precedent and
return to Inldia in years to enme, a8 we sincerely trust vou will,
in order to see the result of your labours in the splendour of the
New City, we are confident that vou will find that old Delhi has
improved in no small degree, and has made herself worthy of the
high honour which she now enjoys.

It only remains for us to wish Your Exccllency a hiappy holiday
in your English home.

His Excellency replied as follows :—]

Gentlemen,—In a very few days T shall be taking
what in all probability will be my final departure from
Delhi, and a few days later I shall lay down tke high
office in which I have endeavoured to do my duty for
the last 6} years. Mingled with the feeling of relief at
being freed from my heavy burden there will be no little
regret at the thought of how much still remains undone
of the work which I had hoped to accomplish before
leaving India. There is much especially that I had
boped to see completed hefore leaving Delhi, and it is
with very real pleasure that I turn to consider for a few
minutes the improvements that bave been made both in
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the appearance and in the admianistration of your ancient
and historie city.

In the course of the kind and friendly words which
your President has just spoken, you have referred to the
liberal assistance by which my Government has enabled
you to cope with the new responsibilities entailed by
your new position as un Tmperial City. I apprecinte
your gratitude very warmly and should like to assure
you at the same time that I fully recognise the diffi-
rulties which have beset you in the path of municipal
progress. Of these difficulties finance has undoubtedly
been one of the most important, and here, as you have
said, the Government of India have been able o come
to your aid with liberal subventions for samitary and
other purposes. I am glad, however, to see that you
have not heen content to depend entirely on this aid in
order to meet the increased expenditure, which is now
necessary, but have also steadfastly apphed yourselves
to thd solution of the problem by remodelling your
rystem of taxation and by introducing economies in your
andministration wherever that has heen possible. The
step which you haye taken in replucing the octroi tax by
n terminal tax is n bold experiment, and one which I
join with you in hoping will produce not only an 1ncrease
in revenue, but also an increase in the prosperity and
contentment of the commercial classes in Delhi. Another
most promising feature from the financial point of view
bas been the sucress which has attended the sale of sites
beside the fine road, which you have recently conatructed
mear the Lahore Gate. 1 anderstand that the sales
already effected have more than repaid the original
expenditure on a scheme, which was in itself most
desirable from the sanitary and esthetic point of view.
In any case the improvements that one sees each year in
Delhi on every side are a remarkable testimony to the
efficiency of the Mun:cipality.

T2
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The difficulty of financing your schemes for improved
sanitation is by no meons the only one and perhaps
hardly the greatest that you have had to face. In a
city as old as Delhi it is but natural that the citizens
should cling with some tenacity to the habits and modes
of living to which long usage by themselves and their
fathers has accustomed them. It is but reasonable that
they should regard with some suspicion and even dislike
the idea of surrendering perhaps a little privacy in
order that they may obtain in return more light and air
in their houses, or the thought of buying their food in
Municipal maorkets rather than in the little <hops near
their homes, which they have alway< frequented  Such
prejudices must exist, and the removal of them 1s a
task which can only be attempted by the exercise of
much tact and patience on the part of Indian Municipal
('omnngsioners, The most striking teshimony to the
good work which you have accomplished 1s the very
marked difference which is now apparent in the cleanli-
ness of your streets and their freedom from obstruction
as compared with what they were five years ago. In the
bringing about of this result you have received most
valuable aid from your Health Officer, Major Cook-
Young, whose place in his absence on active service is
being ably filled by Dr. Sethna, and also from
Mr. Salkield, your Engineer, who has served yon loyally
and ungrudgingly for the last 10 years.

You refer in your address to the possibility of my
visiting India again at some future date. Much as I
should like to do so, it is difficult te say now whether such
a visit would be possible, but should it ever come to
pass, 1 can assure you that I would not fail to renew my
acquaintance with the old city of Delhi, and in any case

I shall always retain an affectionate regard fm' your
welfare,
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I thank you, Gentlemen, very warmly for the appre-
ciation and sympathy which you have given me and also
for your good wishes. It has been u great pleasure to
me to have this opportunity of bidding you farewell and
of wishing to you and the citizens of Delhi, whom you
represent, all good fortune and prosperity in the future.

FAREWELL ADDIESS FROM ALL.INDIA COMMITTEE.

A farewell garden purty was given o Lord Hardinge by the 25th March
non-official members of the Tmperial Logislative Council at Metealfe 1816,
House in the evemng of the 26th March. It wus attended by all
the civil and military officers of the station and a large number of
feading Indisn gentlemen who had come from diflerent parta to
join in the deputation whieh waited on His Excelivncy and preaented
to him an address.  The Hon'ble Mr. Surendra Nath Bancerjee read
the address, which was in the following terms :--

May at please Your Eecellenoy,—We, the memwbers of the All-
Indin Farewell Comuutter, beg to approach Your Exeelliney with
this addiess un the rve of your retirement from your exalted office.

My Lord. wr find it difficult to give adequate expression to
the feeliugs wlneh are uppermost m ow minds 1n taking leare of a
Viceroy who loved the people of Indw so well und who knew no
higher duty than to serve them and to promote thewr well-bemng.
Scareely recovered from the effects of the dantiedly outrage of the
2] December 1M2, whieh ealled forth umiversal mdignation, Your
Exeelleney was pleased to observe m addressiig the members of
your Counetl : * 1 will purrue without faltering the same policy in
the future us during the past two years. 1 will nol waver a hair's-
breadth from that course. . . . My faith in Indig, its future
and ite people remmins unshaken.’ .

Your Lacellency’s termn of oftice in about to close to the great
regrot of the pevple of Indin, snd history will endorse the verdict,
which contemporary opmson haz  pronounced  with unrquivocal
amphasis. that Your Excellency has pursued with undeviating firm-
ness the benoficent poucy which will for ever he associnted with
your honoured pame, and that events have juetitied the [aith which
you placed in the people of India. Conciliation and co-operation
bave been the guiding principles of Your Excellency's administra-
tion. * Sympathy with Indian aspirations,” observed Your Excelleney
in reply to the address of the Indisn Community at Simla, * has in
very truth been at the roct of my policy. . . . and my efforts
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have been directed to govern the country as far as possible iu
sccordance with the wishes of the people.” Truly the salient
feature of Your Excollency’s policy has been that in all that you
have done, you did not rest content merely with dealing with the
ordinary administrative problems such as you found them, but you
also looked abead with the eye of a true statesman to the India
of the future.

1& was in pursuit of this policy that the partition of Bengal was
modified and Bengal was conciliated, Ib was in pursuance of the
same policy that the Cawnpore mosque controversy wag terminated
by a pesceful scttloment. The same bepeficent policy prompted
your noble efforls in advocabing recogmtion of the rights of His
Majesty’s Indian subjocts in the self-governing Colonies, And the
country will cver remember with gratitude Your Exeelleney's
suceessful advocacy of the abolition of indentured labour.

Lord Bapon looked forward to the time when public opinion in
this country would beeome the guide whose co-operation the
Government would seck ond whose lead the Government would
asccept. Your Exccllency's policy which has been inspired by the
samo idesl, has helped to strengthen Iudian publte opinion and
to make it & growing power in tho land. We venture to say that
this policy hos materially contributed to the further consolidation
of tho Empire.

India will ever feel gratoful to you for the decision of Your
Lixcelleney't Government to sccure for her the grest boon of
provincial autonomy as foreshadowed in the memorable despatch of
the 26th August 1911, It will be the first dofinite step towards
securing for India her place as o constituent part of a seli-governing
Empire. ‘I look forward,” said Your Iixcellency at¢ the United
Bervice Club dinner, ' when India may be regarded as a true
friend of the Empire and not merely as a trusty dependent.’

My Lord, to-day when the Empire is passing through a severe
ordeal, the crowning achievement of Your Excellenoy's sdministra-
tion is visible in a peaceful and loyal India. {There could be mo
more memorable trinmph of the policy of trust in the people than
that to-day the people of India stand urited as one man, resolved
to fight and dic side by side with the other children of the Empire
in the defence of the Ewmpire. My Lord, looking back through
the long annals of British rule in India, we can well say that to Bo
Viceroy was reserved so glorious an achievement. You honoured
us with your confidence by sending our Indiam troops lur the first
time to fight for the Empire on the battlefields of Europe. We
regard it us & practical rocoguition of our status as equal fellow.
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subjects of the Crown and India feels proud to think that the
trust rcposed in her Las becn fully justified by the devolion of
ber children in the scrvice of the Empire.

We now bid Your Excellency un affectionate and a rogretful
farowell. We salute you as the greatest Vieceroy since the days of
Lord Ripon. Wa recall with gnef the terpblo ordeals you have
passed through in the performance of your arduous dubies, The
quick and deep sympatliy of a nation followed Your Execelliney
in those troubles and tribulatins. While wo feel agsured that vou
will contirne to take an abiding intereat in the people of this ancirnt
tand whone you have loved and served we well, wo deeply regret
that you are leaving us and that Your Bacelleacy's official connee-
taon with India which will form sueh a braght chapler in her history
will soon ceare.  May your days be long sud prospercus, and may
the Giver of all Good shower upon you and yours His chocest
blessings |

His Excelleuey replied as follows :—]

Gfentlemen,—1 thank you very warmly indeed for
the address you have presented to me,

Once or twice in the pust when receiving nddresses of
welcome 1 have had occarion to express my gratitude to
those presenting them, hecause they Lave abstained from
demanding from me the solution of difficult problems or
pressing upon my attention insistent demands. This
address of farewell that you have presented to me
possesses the same happy characteristics,

There was no special 1cason why representatives of
All-India shonld have come forward in this way to bid
we a courily tarewell, but they have elected to pay me
this uuique compliment, and in doing so they have used
language of appreciation of my small services to their
country that Jeaves me almort overwhelmed.

But I should be deaf indeel if 1 did not recognise
that your address means something more than a polite
adieu. I cannot but note the skilful way in which you
have picked out actions and phrases of mine that have
been fortunate in conception or happy in effect; you
have pieced them together with dexterous fingers and
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prepared such u raiment wherewith to clothe my per-
sonality, that one who did not know me, but gathered his
impressions from your language, might think he had at
least found a4 man of no faults and no failures.

But I am, I can assure you, only too keenly alive 1o
my own shortcomiungs; and all that T can claim is that
I have tried hard to follow the guidunce of our King-
Emperor and to live up to that high standard that His
Imperial Majesty has the right 1o expect trom his repre-
sentative in India. It has been my endeavour to fulfil
the dream of my boyhood, the ambition of my manhood
—not merely to be Viceroy of India—but to follow 1n
the footsteps of the procession of the great men who have
gone before and to leave India happier, more self-confi-
dent, more prosperous and higher in the scale of nations
than I found her.

That must be the ambition of every Englishman true
to the traditions of his country, whose lot s cast in India,
and I rejoice to think that the great majority of those,
who give any thought to the matter at all, accept this
doctvine as the root tfrom which all theories about the
relations between India and England must originate.

You have reminded me of a speech I mude in this
city three years ago when I said that my taith in India,
ils future and its people remains unshaken. That was
my feeling then, and how glad 1 am to-day that I did
not fuil to give expression to it. For has not my faith
been justified? 1 du not deny that there have unfortu.
nutely been in one or two areas outrage and crime comw-
mitted by irresponsible und hare-brained individuals who
care not a jot for India’s fair fame, but if you look at
Indin as a whole and think of the terrible crisis through
which the Empire has been passing, I maintain before
God and man that she has more than fully justified that
declaration of faith.
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It was a proud moment for England when His
Majesty’s Indian forces marched through the stieets of
Marseilles in all the panoply of war ready to tuke their
place in the Empire's fighting line. It was a prouder
mowent still for India, for then for the first time she
found herself shoulder to shoulder with the mother-
country in the battlefields of Europe standing for a
righteous cause and cementing by the blood and the
sacrifice of her sons a brotherhoud in arms not only with
the mother-country, but also with the alied nations of
Europe. The Indian soldiers have fought nobly, and
the greatuess of Germany'e disillusionment and bitter
disappointment is the measure of India’s glory.

Turn vour eyes, ton, to the munificent contributions
and ofters of personal service that have poured in unceas-
ingly, ever since the war hegan, alike from prince and
peasant; look again at this vast couniry, with all its
variations of (reed and race, where the mass of the
people lhave continued iu their ordinary avocations
through these stressful times with a quietnes. and peace
that betoken a strong desire to cause no additional
embatrassment to Government in the midst of the great
struggle, and «a serene confidence 1n the righteousness ol
the Empire's cause, the strength of her arms and her
ultimate success.

I would nol say that either in the public press or
upon the publie platfm‘m the ventilution of public ques-
tions or the vowing of grievances has ubsolutely ceused,
nor would this be reasonable or even healthy, hut I can
honestly say that there has been a general denire to treat
contentions matters in a moderate and reasonable spirit,
while in the Legislative Councils the sound of contro-
versy has been almost hushed.

t You have referred to the increusing influence of
public opinion upon the policy of Government. You
have legitimate grounds for making that claimn and it is
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indisputable. For my own part I have noticed that,
even during the compuratively brief period of my sojourn
in this country India has been growing up, public
opinion has grown wiser and more responsible, and
moderate opinion stronger. India is not so easily carried
away by catchwords aud phrases, she does more thinking
for herself and is more critical of the arguments placed
before her. Public opinion iz mdre inclined {o con-
centrate upon really important msues and less disposed
to diffuse itself in verbiage over mmnumerable questions
of unequal importance, and I venture to think that it
has become more weighty i substance as well as more
restrained in expression. /'This 1s all to the good, sad
I trust that those of you, who are called upon to take
part 1n public affuirs, will set before you the thesis thet
a public opinion erealed by sound arguments and a true
presentment of facts will have far more weight and
prove far more durable and eftective than one that owes
its eaislence to rhetoric or special pleading or appeals
to prejudice.

It is curious that you should have referred to para-
graph 3 ot the despatch of the Government of India,
dated 256th August 1911, for it was only yesterday that
1 told my Legislative Council that I adhere to its terms
and »till regard it as the right line of advance on the
road of political development. I will not repeat more
of what I then said, for many of you were present on
that occasion. I stand by whut we wrote and will only
ask those who are interested to read into it neither more
por less than its plain meaning.

1t only remains for me to thank you 'once more—and
I do so from the bottom of my heart—both for the
friendly feeling that has prompted the idea of this
address from representatives of all India, and for the
more than kindly language in which you have couched
it.

-
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The distant provinces of the Indian Fampire, and
muny of the most important wssociativgs of this vast
country, have united to do me this great honour, und I
see before me old friends from fur and near, some of
whom have travelled long distanves in order to be present
on this oceasion, 1 cannot thunk you properly. 1 ean
only say that 1 an touched beyond weasure, aud ask you
to give back to that India whom you represent u message
from me of affectionate interest in her future progress
and happiness, a message of deep regret that my close
association with her of the pust 8} veary iy so soun to
cease and an assurance thut 1 shall never fail to serve
her interests sn fur as in me lies,

I bid you good-bye, Gentlemen; aud my hemt is too
full for more.

LAYING FOUNDATION STONE OF AYURVEDIC AND UNANI
TIBBIYA COLLEGL AT DELHI.

[The Viceroy laid the foundation stone of the new Ayurveds: 20th March
and Unani Tibbays College, Delhi, in the afternoon of the 20th 1918,
March, in the presence of a large and disbinguished gathenng of
Indians and I'aropeans, including the Hon'ble Sir Reginald
Craddock, the Hon'ble Mr. Claude 11ll, the Hon'ble Mr. Malcolm
Hailey, the Msharsja of Nashipur, the Hon'ble Pundit Malaviya,
the Hon'ble My, Achariar, the Hon'ble Sir Gungadhar Chitnavis,
the Hon'ble Ram Raysningar, Sir James DuBoulay, Bir James
Roberts, Major Beadon, Kov, Mr. Thomas, Hazig-ul-Mulk Ajmal
Khan and Rai Bahadur Lal Shico Parshad,

The new institution is situated on a fine picce of open ground

to the west of the Saddar Bazer. The address read by Hazig-ul-
Mulk Ajma! khan, Sccretary to the Board of Trustues, shows that
& large sum of money has been collected, and that the prospects
of the institution are bright. The subscriptions iuclude half 5 lakh
from the Nawab of Rampur, Rs. 40,000 from the Nawab of Tonk,
8 quartor of 8 lakh cach from the Mshorajs of Patisla, the Bogam
of Bhopal and the Makarejs of Gwalior, end Ks, 10,000 from the
Maharsja of Indore.
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His Excellency spoke as follows :—]

Gentlemen,~—It is now neairly four years ago that
my friend Hakim Ajmal Khan Hazig-ul-Mulk first acked
me to luy the fouundation stone ot the proposed Tibbiya
College at Delhi.

1 confess that 1 felt at first some little diftidence about
complying with this 1equest, as I have been brought up
in the traditions of Western siience, and the (fovern-
ment of India, as you all know, aze committed to the
support of schools, colleges, hospitals and dispensaries
based entirely upon Western wethods of nedicine and
surgery.

1 gave the matter my very best consideration, und
though my opruion as o layman is entitled to very little
weight, I came to the conclusion that our Western system,
however much it may strive after perfection, has not
attuined i yet. Its theories are constantly undergoing
change and development, and its ideas of the causes and
best methods of the tieatment of cholera, maliria and
plague to take some stiiking examples have undergone
remarkable transtoimations within quite recent years, I
may add that it has borrowed some of its best known drugs
from the Easl, wheie the study of medicine was kept alive
through the daik ages.

I1 then our own system of medicine is to some extent
empirical, it certainly does not hecome a mere layman like
myself to pass any sweeping condemnation upon the
empiricism of its Eastern counteipart, and when I
remembered how many millions 1n India are beyond the
reach of the medical aid provided by Government; and
how many of those who have means of access to our best
doctors still prefer to be treated in accordance with the
indigenous systems, I came to the conclusion that I should
be wrong to throw discouragement upon the scheme the
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Hazig-ul-Mulk has so much at heart and which nims at
the improvement and development of this branch of
medicine on safe and sound lines. Wlule T do not myself
rely upon the Ayurvedic and Unani rystems, 1 cannot
but recognize that there i3 good in them, and it is far
better for the large maasses of people. whom Western
geience cannot for a long time reach, that these ancient
systems of medicine should be modernised as much as
possible to meet present-day requirements, und that they
should have their bhenefit rather than have no medical
treatment at all.

So I sent a message to the Huzig-ul-Mulk to say that,
on the undeistanding that s object was to raise the
standard of the Avuriedic and Unani sydems, to develop
what ia good in them, to eliminute what is bad and to
discourage quacks and quackery, 1 would be very pleased
to lay the foundation «tone. I also ventured to suggest
the teaching of surgery and anatomy on Western prin-
ciples, this science not bemg, I understand, combined
with the teaching of these indigenous systems.

I received satisfactory assurunces on these points from
the Hazig-ul-Mulk, and since then T have looked forward
¢o perform this ceremony as soon as all was reudy.

The moment has now come for me to fulfil my promise,
and 1 gladly accede to the request that has heen made
that I should lay thiy foundation stome. T warmly
appreciate the kind thought that has prompted you to
call by the name of Lady Hardinge one of the wings of
the new college, and I am glad it is one where girls will
be taught, for it was her dearest wish to raise the status,
brighten the lot aad alleviate the sufferings of Indian
womanhood.

And, in conclusion, I hope that, as the vears roll on
and scientific knowledge throws more and more light upon
the various pains and diseases wherewith poor humanity
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is beset, the studies pursued in this college, and in our
Western colleges following their several lines of develop-
ment, may find themselves drawing closer and closer
together in the region of ultimate truth. I wish the
college all success.

FAREWELL ADDRESS FROM BOMBAY CHAMBER OF
COMMERCE.

3rd April  [His Excellency the Viceroy arrived in Bombay on the 2nd April,
1816.  gnd although hir arrival was private large crowds bad gathcred to
greet him and His Excellency wes given a splendid reception.

(n the 8rd April the Viceroy was presented with farewell
addresses at Government House, the first of which was that of the
Bombay Chamber of Commerce. This address was presented by
the Hon'ble Mr. Wardlaw Milne and was as follows .—

May it pleare Your Excellency,—On the eve of your departure
from India and of your laying down the reins of office as Viceroy
and Governor General, we, the Members of the Bombay Chamber
of Commerce, desire most respectfully to approach yop with an
expression of our appreciation of your distinguished services to this
country and of the able and courageous manner in which you have
discharged the srduons dutics of your high office.

This iz the third occasion upon which we have had the honour
of addressing Your Excellency, and two years ago we had an
opportunity of placing bofore you some of the more important
matters of commercial interost which at that time claimed our
attention. To-day, in this farewell nddress, we desire in the first
place to express to Your Tixcelleney our sincere and hearty thanks
for the courtesy and consideration which you have invariably shown
to the representations of the Chamber when we have bad occasion
to address Government upun matters of public or commercial
interest.

Your Lordship's administration has been marked by special
activity in agricultural and reilway development and in commaercial
legislation of an important character. Recent commercial demands
have proved the urgent neccessity for pressing on with railway
extension throughout the country and for the still more complete
equipment of the existing lines to enable them to deal successfully
with incressing traffic requirements,
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We rejoice to think that the enlargement of the facilities of the
port of Bombay has been no unimportant factor in carrying out
some of the operations connceted with the war, and we trust that
before long it may be possible to put {orward for the fayourable
consideration of Government new propossls for o further extension
nf these facilitics,

In the near futurs, it will he our duty to place before Govern-
ment the neoessity for urgent consideration of tho moeasures required
to safeguard and expand our trad~ after the war, and to prevent the
unscrupulous methods of our enemiar gaining for thom even a
temporary advantagr bv anv unreadincss in this connection on the
part of the British people.

During the term of Your Exeelleney's Viceroyalty we have had
orcasion to record the gratifving progress of trade and of the internal
well-heing of the country, and although to.dav it is but natural that
some of our intcresta are to a slight extent overshadowed hy the
necersitics of the messures required to lhring the great war now
ragng to a speedy and suecessful conclumion, it is with anlinfaction
that we can also record the innate proaperity of India and the steady
awakening of ita peoples to the trading and agrienttural pogaihihties
of their own country. In a transitorsy period such ns that through
which India is now passing, it 1 but natural that there should be
signs of impatience and oven of irniation at the ») ' rate of develop-
ment at which alone progress 15 possible on sure and rafo lines, It
has been one of the triumphs of Your Execlleney's administration
that vour wise counsel, deep svmpathy and broad outlook have
enabled vou to load these enlitely natural tendencies into safe
channels and to leave the peaple of India with confidence in thom-
selves and in the fnture on the hnes of steady constitutional progress.

We have mentioned that to some extent our interests are tem-
porarily overshadowed by the necessits for carrving the war to a
conclusive termination, and we need hardly ascure Your Fxeelleney
that in every measure necessarv to nchieve this end, we have given
and will give Government every assistance in our power, We look
torward with fvll confidence, not only to the eventual triumph of
the cause of the Allier, but algo to & new and greater development
of trade in India snd ir the Empire in davs to come. We trust that
the expanding commercial setivity which will follow the war will
be guided by our rulers along the line of greatest progress, firstly
within tha Empire itself and thercafter hetween the Fmpire and
onr Allies to the exclusicn of our present enemies. In this develop-
ment of trade, we fee] confident that India will play no unimportant
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part and that she may look to Your Execellency's influence aupporting
her from 8 distance in every question affecting her political, com-
mercial and industrial life,

Called to your exalted position with n great reputation and with
your name & household one in the circles of diplomacy, India looked
with the utmost confidence to find in Your Excellency s statesman
of deep sympathy and great ineight and she did not look in vain.
To the numberless new and urgent political probleins which the
ever-changing conditions of this great dependency give rise to, Your
Fixcelleney has mdeed given the most careful and detailed con-
riderstion, pursuing steadily the path which you believed would
bring honout and esteem to India and happiness, peace and security
to its many million inhabitants.

The specinl trials and responsibilities inseparable from the life
of & Viceroy have been Your Excellency's to o marked degree and
the darkvess of decp private sorrow bas fallen over your Iife in
India. May we be allowed to express the hope that you may find
consolation in the assurances of respect and gratitude winch follow
you home and in the satisfaction of an example given of singlencss
of purpose, self suerifice and devotion to duty to which lnstory alone
will do full justice.

His Exeellency replied as follows :—]

Gentlemen,~ 1 thank you very warmly for your
courteous desire to take this opportunity of bidding me
farewell, amd 1 apprecinte very deeply the generous
language yvou have used in yvour address.

What strikes me as very significant of the strength of
our position is that, in the midst of the most tervific
struggle in which the Empire has ever been involved, the
commerce of Bombay should find itself so litile discom-
posed that it should be quietly pressing for further raiiway
extension and improved equipment of existing lines.

1 may remind you the Government of India had, prior
to the outhreak of war, made a determined effort to
approach more nearly to the stundard of £12} million for
annual capital outlay set by the Mackay Committee on
Indian Railway Finance, but as the mileage of open rail-
ways extends, und demands for efficiency increase,
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expenditure upon existing lines consumes an ever larger
proportion of the capital sums availuble. 8o that, in spite
of largely increased expenditure, during the period from
January Ist, 1910, to March 31st, 1915, the new milenge
constructed from Tmperial funds was only 1,821, though,
thanks to the stimulus given to company construction by
the offer of more liberal terns, to the mereasing interest
taken in railway development by Native States and ulso
by Local Boards in British territory. the net addition,
including all ganges, hias aggregated 3,790 miles,

You are well aware that the exigencies of the Empire
have necessitated a drastic reduction in our capital outlay,
but I would point out that 1t would he of hiitle use {o
prov ide the money at a time when the whole resources of
the Empire are organised for the effective prosecution ot
the war, and the production of railway materinl for the
puipuses of peace has given place to the manufacture of
guns and ‘munitions of wur, and feel sure that no one
will accept these inconveniences of onr great strugule for
liberty and honour with greater equanimity than the
gentlemen of the Bombay Chumber of Commerce,

I shall not be here when the railway programmes of
the future come to be framed, but T feel that the palicy of
Government ie set in the direction vou wish, and when
the war is over and expenditure resumes its normal
dimensions, 1 doubt not that the spacial procedure we
recently devised with the object of introducing grenter
elusticity into the system of imlontlng for railway
materials from Europe, will prevent those Jarge lnpses in
the eapital grants for railways which have been a dis-
appointing feature in the past.

When I visited Eombay n few months before the war
broke out and had the proud privilege of opening vour new
‘Alexandra Docks, I little thought what a splendid asset
they were so soon to prove themselves to our military
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resources, In their absence the difficulty of organising
the transport of India’s armies and war material across
the sens would have been almost insurmountable, and we
ull owe a debt of gratitude to the far-seeing enterprise of
Bombay which provided facilities that were destined to
be so indispensable in that emergency.

It rather takes my breath away, and yet does mnot
surprise me, to learn that you are already contemplating
further extensions of your dock accommodation, but so
far every forward step you have taken, and every enter-
prire you have carried through, has been meore than
justified by the results, and though I shall not be here
to take any part in your further developments, 1 fcel safe
in assuring you that your past record of wise and prudent
foresight will secure the most sympathetic attention to
any schemes you may submit in the future.

I am glad to hear that you are already bending your
thoughts to the conmderation of the commercial policy
to be adopted after the war is over—for I think there ir
hut little doubt that, from the moment peace is declared,
our present enemier will devote their utmost energies to
regaining the throtthing grip that, before the war began,
they were tightening upon the commerce of the world.
You will doubtless remember that the policy of India in
such a matter must take account of wider issues than
those which concern India alone; and must fit in not
only with the policy of the Empire as o whole, but also
with the policy of our Allies, We have recently seen in
the papers suggestions that pour parlers are already being
entered into by the Allies among themselves, and I have
taken pains to assure myself that India will be consulted
before anything is finally decided. T trust that, when
the time comes to consult you, you will be ready with
your suggestions. The fact that your late President,
Sir Marshall Reid, is on the Council of the Secretary of
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State for India should make ii ensier for the voice of
Bombay to be heard.

The view you have taken in your address regarding
the innate prosperity of India and the stirring of India
herself to realise and seize her opportunities are, I need
hardly say, shared to the full by my (overnment; the
recent debates in my Council bear eloquent testimony to
it, and I think they have also demonstrated that my
Government has stepped into the breach and has not been
backward to help. DBut mayv T tell you that it has given
me the keenest satisfaction to note the broad svmpathy of
your attitude towards India's efforts to stand upon her
own feet and her aspirations towards steady constitutional
progress.

. Those words of yours are worthy of you, they will
resound throughout the country, and I helieve they will
have n wonderful effect in abating prejudice, removing
suspicion and reconciling sore feelings. 1 rejoice that
you have uttered them, and I consider that in doing so
vou have rendered a gieat service to the Empire, and
enpecially to this country of your adoption.

1 know well what difficult times Indin has been
passing throngh in matters of trade and commerce, and
I should like to take this opportunity of iontifymg to
the hearty co-operation and assistance that my Govern-
ment has steadily received from the representatives of
Indin's commerce mnot only in Bombay, but also in
Caleutta and elsewhere. 1 certainly had no reason to
expect anything clse, but it s a great p]ennurn- to me to
he able to say, without reserve, that your patriotism has
risen to the occasion, and that never in past times have
there been so great harmony and co-operation between
official and non-official representatives in the prosecution
of the common interests of the Empire, as there is at the

present moment.
v2
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It only remains for me to thank you once more,
Gentlemen, for the kind words you have used regarding
the work I have tried to do in India during the 5} years
that have gone. I do not believe that a body of business
men, with the reputation of the Bombay Chamber of
Commerce in their keeping, would use such language
merely in order to flatter the susceptibilities of a departing
Governor-General; T know that you mean what you say;
and I can tell you in reply that your good opinion gives
me the deepest satisfaction, and that I shall treasure it
among the highest compliments that have been paid to
me. I thank you with all my heart.

In a few hours I shall have left India behind me, und
in bidding you farewell I wish to the Bombay (‘hamber
of Commerce and all that it represents prosperity and
success and to each of you a happy future.

FAREWELL ADDRESS FROM THE INDIAN MERCHANTS'
CHAMBER AND BUREAU, BOMBAY.

[Mr. D E. Wachs, Chairman of the Indian Merchants’ Chamber,
headed the deputation from thal body. The eddrers was as
follows : —

May 1t please Your Excellency,—We, the President and Members
of the Indian Merchants’ Chamber snd Bureau, respecttully beg
leave to present to Your Excellency tlus veledictory address on the
eve of your retirement from the Government of this country, which,
by universal testimony, you bave so brilliantly end successfully
administered during the term of your exalted office.

To us it is a matter of profound regret that the emergencies of
the British Empire have made it necessary for your departure at
this juncture, when all fervently wished and prayed that you might
have remained longer at the helin of the State with a view to bring
tofruition some of the most important problems which have to
stand over by reason of the unfortunate war which has been going
on for the last twenty months and which has led to the upbeaval
of all that contributes to the weslth and happiness of millions of
people. But whatever our regret from India’s standpoint may be
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in this matter, we readily recognise the Imperial necessitios of the
British Government that have demnanded your presence elsewhere
ab this grave crisis. We are confident that in whatever sphere of
public activity your valued experience and undoubted statesmanship
muy be called upon, you will be able to render such service to the
Empire at large a~ may rodound not only to its own glory but
roflect even greater tustre on Your Lixeellency that what you bave
already derived from your successful administrution of the great
and responsible trust which you sre now sbout to hand over to
your successor. It i impossible that His Mujesty s Tndian subjects
of all classes and races eould ever forget the zagacity, serenity and
judicious diplomaey with which since the declaration of the great
war, 50 unprecedented in tho apuals of the world, you havo shaped
the forsign policy of your Government. Neither can history fuil to
place on record the sdmirable method and manner in which you
have unostentstiourly directed all the militury and other require-
ments of the British Governmont and its Allier for a successful
prosecution of the great titame struggle. To the people of Iudia,
the despatch of Indian Troops to fight for the first time on the
battielields of Europe sida by side aud shoulder to shoulder with the
forces of the Imperinl Government and of the Bntish colonies has
afforded the lughest pratification. T us in cornmon with sl the
other commuuitien of Indw interested in their rc.prctive artivitios,
it is a rource of unmized happmess to be able to declare without
hesitation thut you have achieved, in the most arduour and respon.
siblo task of the administration of thw country, as much wuccoss
by your exceptionally penetruting political insight, as by your high
administrative statesmanship combined with deep and abiding
syvmpathy for the people. You have proved in your permon and
government the fundamentsl maxim of polity thet a close knowledye
of the sentiments und wishes, nv much a8 requirements of the
people is tho unerring index fo wterling slatesmanship. Whother
we survey the history of legislation of Your Fxcellency's Govern.
ment or the solution of masy grave problems of cronomy and
finance, specially those which huve been brought to the surface by
the terrible war or the many Imperial resnlutions on educetion and
sanitation, co-operation and local sclf-government, advancement of
commerce and the development of industries and all other questions
affecting the weal of millions, subject to the sway of His Britannie
Majesty you have uniformly displayed those high talents, that
broad experience, that tact and wise discretion, which distinguish
the statesman from the mere administrator. But it Is not only in
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the domestic affairs of the people that you have greatly endeared
yourself to them. Equally remarkable and highly gratifying is the
policy which characterised your Viesroyalty in relation to the
Foudatory Statcs, large and small, whereby the bonds of unity have
been more closely knit together, ample evidence of which has becn
denjonstrated by thoso States by rallying round the standard of the
Empire in its hour of the greatest noed and vieing with each other
in placing thoir renpective services ab the foot of the Throne, apart
from the signal acts of personal devotion and bravery by their many
princes and chiefs. ln short we can affirm without any fear of
vontradiction that Your Lordsiup bas realised for tho Indian people
all the high and pleusant expectations, thut were forined at fhe date
of the rasumption of your cxalted offico,

At the very outset of your career, 1t fell to jour lot to fully
carry oub in practice, those grest reforms which the combined
ktatesmanship of Lords Morley and Minto so happily inaugurated
ond though those reforms are neither completo nor fully meet the
requirements of a progrossive people, thoy have been pronounced
tu work satisfactorily.

Next, we necd hardly rofer to the visit of Their lmperial
Majesties the King and the Queen of England to proolaim thew
Coronation at Delbi sud the transfor of the capital to that bistoric
city and the enormous satisfaction which the people of Bengal and
India gencrally felt at the redrrangement of that province in
hermony with their long cherished traditions and sentiments. Nor
in it necessary to refer at length to Your Lordship's sympathetic
response to the appeal of His Majesty's subjects residing in this
country on bohalf of their oppressed countrymen in Bouth Africu
by bringing on the Uovernmont of the Union your high influenco
and epirit of justice und equity lo mitigate the many severe hard-
slups eud disabilitics from which they had been suficring many
yoars bofore, and though such disabilities and sufforings have mot
yet been completely removed, the country acknowledges with the
deepest gratitude what Your Exccllency waw instrumental in achiev-
ing through your acciedited delegate, Sir Benjamin Robertson.
That act of justice and deep sympathy which you displayed in that
unhappy affair will be cherished with deep thankfulness, for many
a generation to come. The Indian Trading Communities acknow-
ledge, with approval, the polivy which your Government. sdopted in
consequence of the stress of war in conncction with soms of the
staple commodities of export, specially wheat and cotton, and we,
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of the Indian Merchants' Chamber cannot refrain from oxpressing
our high satisfaction at the manuer in which the Fivance Minister
ably dealt with the threatined cofton enisig and the specific measures
of a sagacious character takon to ridieve 1t along with all other
trades from the then prevathing vimbarrassimonts, winle fully bearing
in mind the intereste of the poor cultivators, und gonerally it must
he freely admittod that the policy, with which wmany an ordimance
which the pohtical necessity demanded 1n relyrence to trade and
shipping, has been carried out with the least hardulap and as httle
dislocation of the normal trade as possibic

India will cherish, not only with gratitude bat with the happiest
memories, your Viceroyally which has proved so encoumaging aod
so vivifying,

In conclusion, we vintuie to say thut spec tho dave of the
beloved Lord Ripon, India bas had not the geod fortune to bo ruled
for over five vears by a Viceroy so full of bandficent intentions, of
such warm and active sympathy, such sieenty and soheitude, such
wisdomm and righteousness as Your Lxccloncy in spite of burdens of
heavy domostic soriows.,

Your Lordship, I am dowired by my Comunttee to refor, as o
Post Suript to thie Address, 1o your two memorable utterances
delivered smge this Addicss was subimtied to Your Lordship.
Nothing has given more whole-hearted satisfanction to the people of
this country than the proposed ubohtion of Indian mdentured lainnr
adumbrated m Your Lordship » last great speech m tho Imperial
Legislative Couneal. BEqual ratiwfaction has boen also felt at tho
appointment by Your Lordships Government of @ Committee of
wmvestigation for the further evolution of Indian mdustnes on m-
dependent lines, the report of which all Indin will awmit with the
keonost interest. Memorsble as Your lordship's admimstration
has become, my Committee are of opinion that 1t has been made
oven mord so by the two events just referred to,

Lastly, my Commtiee heg to offer to Your Lordship their most
hearty congratulations on the cexferment on Your Lordshup of the
digmty of & Kmight of the Garter, the bighest honour which 1t is in
tho power of our Gracious Soveragn to bestow.

With sentiments of profound esteein and affcetion, we bid Your
Excolloncy farewell and pray that by the grace of God, jou may
long be spared to serve ynur eountrv with greater honour and that
the welfare of India way always have a prominent place in your
warm and generous heart.
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His Excollency replied as follows :—)

Gentlemen,—1 thank you for your very kind con-
gratulations. You held out to me a very iriendly hand
of welcome when we first met b} years ago; and later on
when 1 visited Bombuay, afler halt my course was run,
1 was pleased to find from your address that I had both
tetained your fiicndly feelings and gained your confi-
dence.

Now the time has come to say turewell, and you have
suid it in language of vo much kindness and appreciation,
that T hardly know what word of gatitude to uee to
express my teelings. In such cuse the simplest phrases
are the best, und I thank you with deep feeling. How
little did we tlhunh when we last met together, and you
discussed the events of the past yems, that then seewned
s0 stienuouns, that we stood on the brink of a precipice
down which the ervilised world was within five short
months to be huled by the over-weening arrogance and
ambition of a single nation,

The past years had indeed been strenuous, but they
were as nothing 1o the yews that were yet to come, and
I am proud that I should have tulflled to your satisfaction
the anxious tusk of piloting the ship of State through the
stormy seus, upon which she has been tossed. I cannot
bat feel that you have dwelt with kindly insistence upon
those acts of myself and my Government that have com-
manded your approval, while you have tactfully evaded
all mention of any sins of omission or commission.

In any case it is clearly your intention to send me
away from India happy in the consciousness of India’s
good-will towards me, and you have succeeded to the full.
It bag been my endeavour ihrough the past years to show
my own good-will towards India by my actions, and to
the last day of my life I shall always think of India with
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warm affection, and shall use such opportunities as 1 may
have to forward her interests to the utmost of my power.

From a commercial point of view the war has com-
pletely dwarfed the normal development of tiade and
commetee, and- as vou know well enough the exigencies
of the situation have necessitated Government inter-
ference or control {o un extent hitherto unheard of in
many directions, We have had to take powers of a drastic
character to prevent munitions and supplies of various
descriptions from reaching our enemies; the urgent needs
of our gallant troops have forced ns to commandeer
merchant ships with a disregurd for other intevests that
has at times caused a woful inconvenience, and us you
have mentioned we had actually ourselves fo undertake
cowmercial transactions on un impoitant scale in connec-
tion with the expoit of wheat, und to tuke unusunl
meunsures with regard to the supply of many other com-
modities. The generous admission that you have made
that our policy iu {hese matters hin heen canvied out with
as liftle hardship and as little dislocation of notmal trudn
as possible is extremely welcome to me, and coming trom
you in this ‘pontaneous fushion constitutes a very high
compliment to the Departments of Commerce and
Industry and of Finance and {o the various officers who
bave shown so much versatility and industry in their
treatment of the novel problems that they had to face.

Out of evil some good has come, and it is not a small
matter that India should have had the opportunity of
displaying her maguificent loyalty, and should have so
superbly risen to the occasion. She will always be able
to point proudly tc the fuct that ber sons have given their
life blood in far distant climes for the great Empire to
which they belong, and the memory of the noble gifts
of wealth and personal sacrifice that have come pouring
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in in a constant stream will be a goodly heritage for future
generations.

I shall always be glad and proud that T wus here when
these gencrous impulses coursed through the blood of
Tudia, and that it should have fallen to me as represent-
ing India to place these services ut the disposal of His
Majesty the King-Emperor,

You have referred in approving terms to the part that
I played in the remedy of Indian grievances in South
Atrica, and though T was eriticised in some quarters for
the warmth with which I spoke at Madras on this topic,
I can say honestly that 1 never had any serious twinges
ol conseience on that account.

It wus a moment for plain speaking, and I spoke what
I felt, and it 1 did not measure my words with absolute
nicety the strength of my feelings and the excellence of
my cause must plead my excuse.

Closely connected with this is the general question of
indentured emigration. Thiy is one of the many pro-
blems 1 should like to have seen absolutely solved before
1 left your shores, but from the recent debates in the
Tmperial Legislative Council you will have learned that
my Government have not heen idle in this matter. but
have succeeded in persuading the Secretary of State and
His Majesty’s Government that the system at present in
force in bad, and have obtained a definite promise from
them that, within such reasonable period of time as will
allow of alternative arrangements being introduced, it
must be abandoned, thus closing for ever a page that has
spelt individual suffering and general demoralisation of
those involved, and has implied a stigma upou India as
a whole.

There are many other topics I might mentlon did time
permit, but I will confine myself to one that has been
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very near my heart, and I have good reason to think will
enguge the most active interest of my successor, whom you
will sv shortly greet. It is the subject of industiial
development, and I can only say that it has been a very
great personal pleasure to me that, within u few days of
my departure, my Goverument should have been able to
announce the constitution of a Commission for the
investigation of this question, from whose labours |
anticipate the most fruitful results.

The time has now come 1o say good-hye. Only a lew
hours remain hefore I shall see your beautitul city receding
beneath the horizon, but if the links that have so long
and so closely bound me to India have suddenly to be
snapped, they will, so far a5 1 am concerned, be replaced
by ivvisible bonds of comprehension and alfection,
intangible but strong to endure to the end.

CONFERMENT OF HONORARY DEGHEE OF DOCTOR OF
LAWS FROM BOMBAY UNIVERSITY.

[A spocial Convocation of the University of Bombay was held
in the evening of the 8rd April at the University Hall to confer the
honorary degree ot Doctor of Laws on Lord Hardinge,  The hall was
filled to overflowing with Rulmg Princes from all parts of Tndia,
representativos of the eity and the presidency, the University
colleges and schools, and there were present a large number of
European and Indian ladics, The front rows of scats were orcupiod
by the Ruling Princes, some members of the Viceroy's Exocutive
Council and other dignitories,

A great outburst of applause greated the ontry of Lord Hardinge.
Tord Willingden, as Chaneellor of the bnwermw, presided. Doctor
Mackichan, Vice-Chanvellor, in an eulogistic ‘speech introduced
Lord Hardinge to the t'hancellor, who presented the degree amid
Moud and prolonged applause. )

Tho Rev. Pr. Machichan, Vice-Chancellor, said :~—

Mr. Chancellor and Members of the Senate,~We are sssembled
this evening to do honour to Hus Lxcelluney Lord Hardinge, Vioeroy

3rd April
1916,
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and Governor General of India, by conferring upon him, on the eve
of his laying down his great office, the only distirction which it 18
in the power of this University to bestow.

The Byndicate and Senate, responding to a desire which had
spontaneously arisen in all sections of the memborship of the
University, resolved by a unanimous and enthusiastic vote to confer
upon His Excellency the Honorary Degree of Doctor of Laws and
His Excellency has graciously consented to receive this honour at
the bands of the University.

The terms of the resolution passed by the Senate set forth the
grounds on which it was resolved that the Degree should be
bestowed, and in presenting His lixcelloney to reccive it from the
bands of the Chancellor it is not neccssary for me to do more than
restate, with the brovity that is demanded by the circumstances
of this meeting, the reasons which have moved us to seek this
permanent association of the name of Lord Hardinge with the
University of Bombay.

\ I can recsll a scene similar to the present when 32 years ago
this Degree was conferred by this University on one of His Excel-
loncy's distinguished predecessors, the late Marquis of Ripon.

On that occasion the Vice-Chancellor traced in great detail the
career of the Viceroy through all the stages of his parliamentary and
administretive service. I do not propose to follow that example.
The public career of Lord Hardinge would furnish abundant material
for a similar record, but the ** eminent position and sttainments "’
which the Universities Act requires in those, on whom the Honorary
Degree shall be conferred, need no other illustration than that which
stands out conspicuous in that portion of His Lordship's career
which, to the regret of all India's people, is now nearing its close.

We desire to do honour to the departing Viceroy as one of India’s
great pro-consuls, as & Viceroy who has interpreted to India the
highest mind of his country regarding the peoples entrusted to it
rule and has succeeded by his enlightened statesmanship and sym-
pathetic administration in wedding India to the mother.country in
bonds 8o unbreakable and so enduring that they have been able to
resist the pressure of a crisis that has shaken to their foundationg
the nations of the world.

When the late Marquis of Ripon stood in this place he wae
congratulated on what he had 4ccomplished in a day of universal
peace, To.day we commemorate the achievements of Liord Hardinge

|



Speeches by H. E. Lord Hardinge of Penshurst. 301

Conferment of Honorary Degree of Doctor of FLaws from Bombay
University.

in a peried of widespread war. India will not forget nor will his
own countrymen forget the wisdom and the strength of the hand
that has guided it through these anxious dayr.

In the action which it now tukes the University is convinced
that it is expressing the wnnited mind of educated India, The
educated and thoughtfu) classes in this land have long recognised in
the administration which Lord Hardinge has inspired and guided
the evidence of a resolute purpese to meet and to fulfil the just
aspirations of a re.awakened people. Whence the desire that found
axpression in every part of Indis for an exteucion of His Fxcellency’s
terin of office? It arose from the widespread conviction that had
taken hold of the edueated mind of India that it had found in him
a ruler into whose hands it waw prepared to commit its fuivre with
the full confidence that in his hands the true interests of the people
of India would be secure.

Those who know the people of India best are aware that the idea
of personal government is deep-rooted in their political conscious-
ness. They are able to appreciate and understand the excellence
of un enlightened system of administration; but the most perfect
administration will fail to touch their imagination unless it is
embodied in a personality or personalities which can call forth the
loyalty that in based on affection. His DIxeellency's progress
from Delhi, the seat of his Government, to Bombay, the eitv from
which he embarks, has been marked by demonstrations of affectiun
that fall to the lot only of such ss have won & nation's heart and
the memory of these demonstrations crowned by the unprecedentad
reception accorded by the citizens of Bombay will, we cannot doubt,
be cherished by His Excellency as not the least part of the reward
earned by years of unremitting toil in the service of the people of
India,

To all this affection a depth and intensity have been given by
the impression made upon the heart of India ar it witnessed Lord
Hardinge's courage in the hour of a sudden and unlooked for danger,
his fortitude in suilering and magnanimity after suffering, a magns-
nimity that refused vo be furned aside from lofty purpose by ex.
periences that would have discomposed the plans of the majority of
men. When, in addition to all this, there came the shock of the
heaviest sorrow that a man can be called to suffer, India's love for
ite afflicted, yet undaunted, benefactor reached its highest point;
for to the deeper heart of Tndia wictory over suffering has always
appealed more powerfully than the victory of action,
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It was & happy coincidence that, when Their Majesties the King-
Emperor and the Queen-Empress visited their Indian Dominions
with their message of hope, the interpretation of that message fell
to His Excellency. How faithfully he has striven 1o give effect to
His Majesty's parting message to this country India with one voioe
proclaima to-day.

In all this the personality of T.ord Hardinge has been an out-
standing influence, awakening hoth confidence and hope. The most
ideal system of government will meet with nothing better than cold
acquiescence, may even result in alienation, if it is not embodied in
administrators who are in sympathy with jts highest purpose. The
spirit of British administration would be hopelessly lost if the
actual administrators were not themselves true to the British spirit.
It has been the great good fortune of India that, when the time
ecame which wns to try all men and all nations, T.ord Hardinge was
at the helm of its affairs. To him it has been granted to be the
instrument of welding together India and the British Empire in
solid unity and happy co-operation in the great struggle in which
our Empire has been called to bear the brunt of an awful conflict
on so many of its frontiers in different regions of the world. In this
stern struggle India and (Great Britain have stood side by side an
never before. India believes, and we beliove, that this welding is
not merely for the day of struggle; it is for all time. When the
pen of the future historian relates to a coming age, the story of the
cousolidation of the British Fmpire accomplished in the age in
which we live, the namo of Lord Hardinge will oceupy an important
place in the record as that of the Vieeroy who found for India a
place by the side of Great Britain in the great world-war as a prepa-
ration for still greater united achievement in an age of world-pence.

It would be a serions omission were I not to refer to Lord
Hardinge's relation to the question of Indian education, and more
particularly of the higher education associated with the Indian

Tniversities. .

A generation has passed since some of us assembled in this hall
to honour & departing Viceroy. The Indian mind was then haunted
by the suspicion that higher education was in danger. The Educa-
tion Commission, for which the Marquis of Ripon was respounsible,
had revealed the fact that nothing waa further from the official
mind than any intention to retard the progress of higher education.

When a later Viceroy institufed the Universities Commission,
the same suspicion again fourd loud uiterance. These suspicionp

w 4
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were again allayed by the recommendation of the Commission that
Government should aid University education by greaily enhanced
grants on this behalf, and the enactment of the Universities Act
two years later was accompanied by a most liberal vote of money
to the Universities of India. The liberal polioy thus inaugurated
has been extended by succersive Viceroys, and it has fallen to Lord
Hardinge to take a large part in this development, not only by
encouraging the existing Universities by subsidies which have proved
most fruitful and have given them a new and larger outlook, but
also by the creation of additional Universilies of a type new to
India. University projects, arising out of Hindu and Mahomedan
aspiration and enterprise, have received his ready and most gene.
rous support, and one of His Excelleney’s most racent public acts
hag beon to lav the foundation-stone of the Hindu University build-
ings at Benares. Probably no Viceroy has heen so much enpaged
in University creatioh as Tord Hardinge, of whose manifold acti.
vities in the department of education these Universities will be a
pérmanent memorial,

The memory of Lady ITardinge ir enshrined in the groat Medical
College for Women n Dethi which boars a revered and much-loved
name. The same name is attached 1o the great War Hospital of
our city, and when after the wounds of the war kave heen healed,
the large publie building near us reverts to its original desliny, it
will not be possible to sever from it the name of Tadv Hardinge
which it now bears, even thongh it may no longer serve the purposes
of a hospital, but those of the Muscum of Bombay.

Thus the name of Hardinge ix bound up with institutions for the
promotion of the higher learning and for the ministration of healing
to the sick and suflering, Tndin may well feel convinced that its
fears regarding higher and professional education are groundlesa,
Let the age of, assured confidence and hope now begin. The intereats
of higher education lie near to the heart of the Government of this
country and Lord Hardinge prorlaima his belief in its value by
inscribing his distinguished name in the roll of the graduates of
this University.

T have said that we are met to do honour to Lord Hardinge, the
departing Viceray of India. This is onlv half the truth or only one
gide of the truth. We desire also that honour should be done to the
University by its association with an hondbred name. May that
name inseribed on our rolls continde to be an inspiration to all others
to whom, in succeeding years, the same honour may be accorded,
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and may it increase the honour and the dignity of this University
in the eyes of the multitudes of aspiring youth whe, from year to
year, will come to receive the honours which they are able to claim
at the hands of their Alma-mater as the rewards of stranuous study
and intellectual achievement.

In connection with every high office there are two moments of
supreme significance, that of the taking up and that of the laying
down. The one is burdened with the anxictiea of a great and
untried responsibility; the other is ar often filled with misgiving
and concern arising from the sense of tasks uncompleted, promises
unfulfilled. It may be that His Excellency has felt the weight of
all this concern in laying down the highest office of territorial
administration which is in the gift of the Crown. The approbation
of his Sovereign awaits him, and higher honours are doubtless in
store for him; but greater than these and next to the approbation
of the Great Ruler of All under Whose eye he has discharged his
weighty task, must rank the consciousness of the affectionate and
vnduring gratitude of the whole nation whosc affairs he has guided
through these troublous years; and to this expression of a nation’s
gratitude this University now desires to make its respectful con-
tribution.

Mr. Chancellor,—1 now present to you His Excellency Lord
Hardinge, aud pray that he be admitted to the Degree of Doctor in
the Faculty of Law. -

Lord Willingdon, in addressing the Convoeation, said *—

Mr. Vice-Chancellor and Gentlemen of the Senate of the Uni-
nersity of Bombay,—Though the purpose for which this Convocation
is assembled is not entirely without precedent in the annals of the
Bombay Univeisity, it is hardly on that account the less conspi-
cuous, since it is more than thirty-two years since tha University,
then for the first time, conferred an Honorary Degree upon s
retiring Viceroy. To you, My Lord, I trust that the extreme rarity
of the occasions, on which the Senate has so determined to confer
the greatest honour which it has in its power to bestow, will be
sufficient testimony of our profound admiration, entertained with
one mind and expressed with one voice, for the eminent services
rendered by Your Excellency to India and the Empire,

The labours and reBponsibilities of the high office, which you
sre about to resign, must, in the most favourable circumstances, be
arduous, upremitting and exacting to a degree hardly to be con.
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ceived by those who have not themselves sustained them. It has
been your destiny to undertake them in such times of storm and
stress as were never experienced by any of your illustrious prede-
cessors and to this incaleulable enhancement of the normal burden
of care and anxiety there has been nuperadded other circumstances,
of which I shall only say that they have evoked profound and
universal sympathy.

I cannot, in the interests of the Empire, which at this hour is
more than ever in need of her highest axamples of courage, devotion
to duty and statesmanship, congratulate yon as one entering upon
a period of well-merited repose. Great tasks, I douht not, lie
before you, great as have been those vou have dischurged. But as
this life affords no higher cause for congratulation than duties well
and nobly done, on these, in the name of the Senate, I do most
heartily congratulate you. Though the storms of war are raging
with undiminished fury in distant lands, vou leave behind you an
India enjoying almost all the bonefits of peace, more united than
ever, aftor more than a year and a half of war, in loyalty to the
Throne of the King-Fomperor, and united also in paying to you on
your departure from her shores the homage of heartfolt gratitude
and affection.

The Senate in its resolution and ths Viece.Chancellor in his
address to-day have more at large expressed the ieasons which
determined the University to receive as well as to confer honour hy
inseribing a distinguished name in the roll of her honorary graduates.
1 have discharged my office in endorsing their words and in admitting
you, My Tord, to what I am confident will not be the least valued
of the many honours which have fallen to your jot. But I am
moved to add that, in wischarging this office, T have a spacial
personal pleasure as one who, having served under you for the past
" three years, knows by experience the sincerity of your friendship
and the wisdom of your counsel.

I welcome you, My Lord, to the franchises and privileges of a
University which, if it cannot claim antiguity, has yet a tradition—
a tradition which will not permit it to yield to any other however
renowned and ancient a foundation in the recognition of courage,
magnauimity and wisdom devoted to the service of the Empire and
of humanity.

In reply His Excellency said :—]

Your Ezcellency, Mr. Vice-Chancellor and Gentle-
men,—It is with deep emotion that I have listened to
X

a
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the words of your Chancellor and Vice-Chancellor, and
I do not think it would become me to remain the silent
recipient of the very great and rare honour that the
Bombay University has been pleased to do me; and
though my efforts to express my thanks and appreciation
can only be halting as compared with the feelings that
overcome me, I trust that you will make excuses for me
and believe that my gratitude is profound and heartfelt.

Your University is and always has been a most
distinguished seat of learning. It has counted among its
Ohancellors such men as Sir Richard Temple, Lord Reay
and Lord Sydenham; and among its Vice-Chancellors (to
mention but a few) there have been men such as Sir
Alexander Grant, Sir Raymond West and Sir Ramkrishaa
Bhandarkar. It is to me a great honour to be hrought
on to the rolls of a University which has been under the
control of men so distinguished as these. I consider
it a very especial distinction to be classed in the roll of
your Honorary Doctors of Law, for T find that this
Honorary Degree has, since the University was founded,
been hestowed on five persons only, and it is a great
satisfaction to me to find myself in so select and so
eminent a company of remarkable men as the Honorary
Doctors of Law of the Bombay University,

Among these is one but lately passed away, whose
memory is treasured by India, I mean the late Lord
Ripon. It was my privilege to enjoy his friendship and
to know at first-hand something of that sagacious outlook,
and wise and kindly heart that earned for him in India
the love of her peaple and at home, after his retirement,
the confidence and affection of his Sovereign and of those
entrusted with the highest positions of power and respon-
sibility in England. )

Upon him two and thirty years ago it pleased your
predecessors to confer the same high Mbpour that you have



Speeches by H. E. Lord Hardinge of Penshurst, 807

Conferment of Honorary Degree of Doctor of Laws from Bombay
University.

just, with so much demonstration of kindly feeling,
conferred upon me, and my heart is indeed filled with
pride that I should have been able to follow in his fogt-
steps in seouring the same distinetion, the same token of
approval at your hands.

I am grateful for the all too flattering words that have
fallen from the mouth of that veteran educationist, your
Vice-Chancellor,

Dr. Mackichan has told you that he was present here
32 years ago, and hiz name has been a household word
in Indian education for generations of Viceroys. Four-
teen years ago he was selected by one of India’s greatest
Viceroys as a member of the Universities Commission, his
evergreen youth finds him now once more your Vice-
Chancellor, and T hope that his services may ¥ retained
by India while many another Viceroy comes and goes.

Nor is it a small matter that I should have been
admitted to this honouruble Degree by my old friend.
T.ord Willingdon. T know how beloved he is by the whole
of this Presidency, and I cannot tell you whut a help
and support it has been to me, through the past years
of storm and stress to feel that T have been able to rely
with absolute confidence on his abounding enthusiasm for
all the highest interests of Bombay and of Irdia, and
upon his thorough loyalty of co-operation with my-elf
and my Government.

In my estimation the highest function of a Viceroy is
to listen with sympathetic ear so as to understand India’s
hopes and espirations and iranslate to England’s King
and England’s people the throbbing heart that beats
beneath India’s placid breast, and in the same way he
must strive to make clearer fo India the kindly feelings
of earnest good-will and the sincere desire to do what is
right in the sight of God that animates the less impulsive
heart of England. And I should like to believe that, in

x2
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the genuine sympathy I have felt and expressed through-
out my time in India, India has been able to see and
realise England’s real mind and heart towards her and
has learned that it is good and true.

And if the claim that Dr. Mackichan has made is
justified that, in this action which your University has
taken, it is expressing the united mind of educated India,
I feel that I can leave your shores happy in the conscious-
ness that I have been a successful intermediary between
two countries that I love so well—my own dear country,
and this India which has so tightly wound itself around
my heart-strings, not only by her wonderful response to
every call that I have made upon her, not only by her
never-failing kindness towards me, but also by hLer deep
sympathy with me in those private sorrows which God's
providence has called upon me to bear.

Your Vice-Chancellor referred to the suspicions that
have, from time to time, haunted the Indian mind that
higher edication was in danger; and if the charge be
ever made that the Government of India have failed in
their duty towards that aspect of India’s aspirations and
ideals, T shall turn 1o his speech as a judgment of
acquittal.

I do not wish to enter into any detailed review of the
recent educational policy of the Government of India,
though I may mention that, during the past quinquen-
nium, the annual expenditure on education has risen from
about four and a half to seven and a half million pounds
and the number of pupils by over a million and a half,
while so far as University education is concerned, the
number of students in arts and professional colleges has
increased from under 30,000 to over 50,000, and the
expenditure from 60} lakhs to over 91 lakhs. But this
it not nearly emough. More Unpiversities are urgent!y
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needed and more qualified professors and teachers are
required for colleges and schools, and if real progress is
desired these must be adequately remunerated. Tt seems
to me that the educational issue in this country is entirvely
dependent upon finding the necessary funds to cope with
the demand for learning, both literary and technical, and
this financial problem will require to be grappled with
as soon us our present preoccupations are removed, and I
believe that any additional burden required for the suc-
cessful dissemination of learning will be gladly borne by
the people of India, whose thirst for education is one of
the happiest auguries of the future.

The ceremony I so recently performed of laying the
foundation stone of the Benuies Hindu University gave
me an opportunity of declaring the faith that is in me
regarding higher cducation. No one can deny the neces-
sity for greater and more extended facilities, no one can
dispute the importance of greater elasticity or doubt the
wisdom of experimenting in new directions, and T think
everyone will give us credit for realising the urgency of
improving the environments in which the studentis prose-
cute their studies. Here in Bombay vou have been in
the van-guaid of the advance, and I can congratulate you
most warmly upon the completion of your scheme for the
establishment of a Royal Institute of Science in this city,
and the opening of a College of Commerce, while the sums
that have been spent upon the Bacteriological Laboratory
at Parel will enable it to function also as a Post-graduate
School of Tropical Medicine and Hyvgiene.

1 shall not attempt to go into further detail, but I will
only add that it was for me a piece of real good fortune
which brought to birth a new Department of Education
at the moment of my arrival, and the happy choice that
placed at its head so versatile and able a Member as Sir
Harcourt Butler. .
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The charge of that Department is now committed to
the trust of my friend Sir Sankaran Nair, the ablest
Indian I could find for the purpose, and whatever tem-
porary slowing down of the pace may be necessitated by
the exigencies of finance owing to this devastating war,
I feel confident that, in his hands and under the guidance
of your new Viceroy, who has earned such a well-deserved
reputation in educational circles at home, the interests
of education are in the safest possible keeping for the
next five years. During that period much progress will,
1 trust, be achieved in education as well as in the politieal
development of this land. I often feel that, when I
return io England, onc of my chief endeavours should
be to make the Biitish public appreciate the pace at which
India is developing both socially and politically, and that
it is vain and useless to regard India from the standpoint
of what India was ten years ago. When I look back
upon the past b} years, I am struck by the fact how much
bigger India looms in the world than before, how she has
giown in stature and in wisdom, and how her political
progress and social regeneration have advanced, and are
already bearing fruit with the prospects of an abundant
harvest. The Morley-Minto reforms, in conceding to
Indian politicians a larger share in the control of their
own affairs, have opened a door to political progress that
can never be closed so long as the advance is made on sure
and safe lines. That the situation has immensely im-
proved through the closer co-operation of the Government
aud the people is undeniable, and nowhere is this more
appreciable than in Bombay, and there is no reason why
with moderation and responsive sympathy this improve-
ment should not be maintained. But it must be
recognised that India cannot, and will not, remain
stationary, and that it is the task of the Imperial Govern-
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ment to guide her development and to help her to attain
her just and legitimate aspirations.

There is but little mo1e for me to say, but us 1 look
back on the joys und the sorrows and the strenuous labour
of the past 6} years, I am filled with a deep 1egret that
the moment has come for me to close the book that has
been of such enthralling interest,

It has pleased my Sovereign to express his approval
of my work, and 1 have 1eceived from every quarter
innumerable tokens of aftection and esteemn, and 1t almost
overwhelms me thut you, who have the right to voice
the feelings of educated India, should have thus bestowed
upon me the highest compliment that it is within your
power to pay.

The inscription of mv name upon the 10lls of your
Umiversity is one of the proudest incidents of my life,
and to my dying day I shall tieasure the memory of the
wonderful reception you have given me and the warmth
of kindly feeling wherewith you have clothed the gift
of this great honour. I cannot tell you how highly I
prize it.

In bidding you good-bye let me once more express to
you my feelings of profound gratitude and let me assure
you that, whatever fate the future may have in store for
me, the boyish interest I ever had in India has grown
to be a tree of strong affection. And that I shall not be
backward to seize whatever chance may come my way to
serve her interests to the uimost of my power. My last
word to the University of Bombay is a prayer that God
may speed vou in your task of spreading the light of true
culture and uplifting the people whose soul and spirit is
80 largely committed to your care.

Finally, may I make a still further claim on your
patience while T address from these academic precincts
a few words not only to the students of this University
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in which I now hold an honoured position, but also to the
students of all India, in the welfare of all vf whom I
take the deepest interest, I wish to give them this part-
ing message from a true friend : —

““In a few hours’ time I shall have left you, my work
in India being over, but I shall carry away with me
memories and interests which will enduie throughout my
life. Above ally I shall carry away with me high hopes
for the future of India, of which the fulfilment rests
largely with you students who will soon be the manhood
of your country. I have to bid you good-bye and God-
speed in solemn times which are putting to a supreme test
not merely the military organisation and material
resources, but ahove all the character of nations, their
capacity for self-discipline and self-sacrifice. Herein
lies the lesson ot the war which I would commend to all
the young students of India. It is character, it is the
capacity for self-discipline, for self-sacrifice, that build
up and preserve a mnation. Cultivate those qualities
steadfastly, patiently, unobtrusively, while you are
pursuing your various studies, and you will then be able
to acquit yowrselves as men in after-life, and to do each
of you your share in building up a nation worthy of
India’s pust traditions and future greatness, You will
often be in my thoughts, and I trust you will also
remember me as your sincere well-wisher.

God bless you all and help you through life.”

ADDRESSES FROM REPRESENTATIVES OF DISTRICTS IN
BOMBAY PRESIDENCY AND SIND.

8rd Aprii  [On the conclusion of the ceremony in the University Hall
1016. Lord Hardinge was entertained by the citizens of Bombay at a
gerden party in the University gardens. Lord Hardinge, accom-

psnied by Lord and Lady Willingdon, the Honble Diamond
Hardinge and Captain the Hon'ble A. Hardinge were received by
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Bir Jamsetjee Jijibhoy, President of the Receptiun Committee, the
Sheriff of Bombay and other members of the Hardinge Memorial
Committee. Among notable visitors were the Ruling Princes who
came to Bombay to wish His Excellency farcwell. They included
the Nizam, the Begum of Bhopal, the Muharaja of Kashmir, the
Maharajs of Gwslior, the Jamsahib of Nawanagar, Maharaja Sir
Partab Singh of Idar, the Mabaraja of Jodhpur snd many others.

His Excellency and party were conducted to a picturesquely
constructed dais where he received addresses enclosed in orna-
mental silver caskets from the representatives of rome twenty-four
districts of the Presidency and Sind. The first casket prosented was
from the citizens of Bombay.

His Excellency in acknowledging the presentations spoke as
follows :—]

Gentlemen,—1 huve made three speeches to-day, and
I understand that I am to make another one to-morrow;
80 I am sure that you will forgive me if 1 do not say
more than a few words of thanks for the extraordinary
demonstration of kindly feeling in which you have all
just taken part, and will acquit me of any discourtesy
in my inability to receive and reply to each of these
farewell addresses separately. Time has not permitted
the reading of all these addresses, but through the
courtesy of some of the Associations that are presenting
these I have been permitted to see advance copies.

From them [ gather that it is the general desire of
the Bombay Presidency to express regret at my departure,
and gratitude for the small services I have been able to
rende: to India during the past 5} years, while the various
addresses dwell some upon one and some upon another
feature of the events of that period.

Those events have been summarised, so far as the
administration of India goes, in a document containing
over one hundred and twenty pages, and if I should
attempt to reproduce such a review to you now, I should
be still standing talking io you here some hours after the
departure of my ship to-morrow,
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I think you will agree with me that when so many
1epresentative bodies have surveyed the outstanding
features of my admimstiation in eulogistic phraseology
it would hardly become me to question their judgment,
These are the functions of the future historian, but if his
verdiet is at all favourable to me and if he should cast
about for some explanution of any small success 1 may
have had as Viceroy, I will give him this hint. 1 have
tiusted India, I have believed in India, I have hoped
with India, I have feared with India, T have wept with
India, I have 1ejoiced with India, and in a word I have
identified myself with India. India’s response has been
a wonderful revelation lo me, and sometimes 1 feel as 1f
she hud in return confided her very heait to my keeping.

I should like to tuke this opportunity ot saying one
word about the energy and generosity shown by Bombay
in the work ot alleviating suffering caused by the wai.
Immediately on the outbreak of war steps were taken,
unde: the able guidunce of His Ex(-ellen(-y the Governor
and of Lady Willingdon, to organise a Bombay Relief
Fund and with the money freely subscribed by all classes
in the city and Presidency of Bombay, to prepare for ihe
supply of comforts to our soldiers in the field and for
the reception of the wounded on their return to India.
It is owing to the forethought and untiring labour
bestowed upon these preparations that the hardships and
sufferings of many of our gallant soldiers both in the field
and in hospital have been reduced to a minimum. Both
money and personal service have been most freely and
generously given not as a duty, but with a ready desire
to do all that is possible to secure success for our arms.
The public spirit of Bombay has indeed been splendid.
In thanking Bombay most warmly for all that she has
done, I should like specially to mention Lady Willingden,
whose personal popularity and capacity for organisation
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have been of the greatest value in produciug these great
results; and fo express my appreciation of the seli-
sacrificing labours of all those ladies and gentlemen of
all communities who have so unsparingly seconded her
efforts.

This little ceremouy, in which you have all so graci-
ously performed your several parts, means, if it means
anything, that you wish to assure me that, in your opinion
at any rate, I have not betrayed my trust. To-morrow
I take my farewell of Bombay City, and to-day in bidding
good-bye to the Bombay Presidency let me thank you
with all my heart for coming, some of you so fur, to
prove your good-will towards me, and for sending me
home, sad indeed at severing my connection with India,
but happy in the consciousness that India feels kindly
disposed towurds me, and gives me credit at any rute for
having tried to do my duty. No words can adequately
express my gratitude to you all for this most friendly
demonstration on the eve of my departure I thank you
all from my heart.

FAREWELL ADDRESS FROM BOMBAY MUNICIPAL
CORPORATION.

[Lord Hardinge bade farewell to India on the 4th April amid 4th Agril
many manifestations of rogret. He had & splendid send-of and 1816,
was visibly moved as he stepped trom the Apollo Bunder into the
R.I.M.8. launch which conveyed him to the 8.8, Arabia.

The route from Government House to the Apollo Bunder was
thronged with large crowds saxious to get o glimpse of the ex-
Viceroy. He was lustily cheered. !

He was escorted tc the Apollo Bunder by the Governor of
Bombsy’s Bodyguard, s detachment of King George's Own Central
Indis Horse and & detackment of mounted police,

The shamiane on the Bunder was filled fo its utmost capacity,
sod among those present were thirty-five Maharajas and Chiefs,
including the Mabearaja of Kashmir, the Maoharaja of Bikener, the
Mabaraja of Kotah, the Maheraja of Jodhpur, the Maharajs of
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Dholpur and the Maharaja of Gwalior; the members of the Viceroy's
Execufive Council, the Commander-in-Chicf of the East Indies
Naval Squadron, the members of the Bombay Exegutive Council,
the judges of the Bombay High Court, the members of the Bombay
Legislative Council, various political officers attached to Native
States, all the foreign consuls at present in Bombay and the
members of the Municipal Corporation.

Lord Hsrdinge inspected a guard.of-honour provided by the
Bombay Volunteer Rifles and the escorts. He then roceived and
replied to a farewell address from the Bombay Corporation. And
farewolls were said to those present and, finally, he bade good-bye to
Lord and Lady Willingdon.

Lord Hardinge was accompanied by the Hon'ble Diamond
Hardinge and Captain the Hon'ble Arlhur Hardinge. As the laurch
moved from the Bunder s sulute was fired from the batteries and
loud cheers were given, accompanied by tries of '* Long hive Lord
Hardinge."

The address was as follows :—

May it please Your Ezcellency,—We, the President and
Members of the Municipal Corporation of the City of Bombay
desire to convey to you our regretful farewell on the eve of your
doparture from these shores,

When Your Lordship landed in this oity, nearly six years ago
a stranger indeed to us, but one whose reputation as a diplomatist
of renown and as a valued servant of the Xmpire had preceded him,
we felt convinced that the administration of the country would be
safo in the hands of so experienced a statesman, while the name
you bore was one of happy augury. The Governor-Generalship of
your 1llustrious grandfather was marked not merely by the extension
of the British power through victories under arms, but by its firmer
establishment on the surer foundations of peace and sympathetic
edministration. We cannot forget the fact thet he gave powerful
support to the first proposuls for the comstruction of railways in
India and thus afforded ample evidence of his far-sesing stateaman.
ship. The problems of Government during Your Excellency's term
of office have been far more complex than those of a previous
generation, but Your Lordship has dealt with these problems in a
manner which has commanded the admiration of all the races of this
country, During the not untroubled period of peace, Your Lord-
ship may be said to have achieved success as far.reaching as many
whioh sre gained in war; snd when & world-wide conflict finally
broke upon us, Your Excellency’s work during the time of pesce
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went far to ensure the loyal and effective share of this country in
the struggle of the Empire.

We feel confident that in the fulness of time history will not fail
to confirm the verdict which your contemporariea have already
pronounced on the beneficent character of Your Exocellency's
administration. We need here only briefly allude to the happy
oxternal relations whieh Your Excellency maintained with the neigh-
bouring kingdom of Afghanistan, and with the tribes on our far.
stretching frontier. It must, we may suggest, be a peculiarly
gratifying thought to Your Lordship that the labour you expended
on improving the relations between the British Dominions and the
gréat Russian Empire should have led to such bappy results. As
regards internal administration we may refer especially to your
courageous defence of the rights of Indians in South Africa as.only
one out of many examples of your sympathy with the aspirations,
sentiments and surceptibilities of the people of this country. We
gladly acknowledge that the liberal spirit which pervaded the
administration of your distinguished predecesror has been continued
and extended during Your Lordship's tenure of office. Not even
the most discouraging occurrences, though they entailed great
personal suffering upon yourself and might well have seemed to
warrant, if not u policy of repression, al least a diminution in your
personal sympathy, have in any way altered the policy of concilia-
tion which has been the keynote of your administrativn. The
increased sentiment of fellow.feeling which has so widely spread
among the varied population of this country is very Iargely a direct
consequence of vour statesmanlike policy.

We regard it as indeed a Providential dispensation that when
the storm of war burst upon the British Empire, Your Lordship
should have been at the helm of the Government of this country,
which forms so important and so indissoluble a constituent of that
Empire. It is, we feel, largely due to the inspiration of your
guidance that this country has teken so worthy and so loyal a
share 1n the great conflict : a canflict, the issue of which, though
long postponed, can we feel sure be in no way doubtful. When the
time comes to settle the problems arising out of that successful
issue, we are confident that your statesmenship and experience will
be of the grestest serv.ce to the Empire in general, and this courtry
in particular,

This is not the time to recount the measures for the material
and educational progress of the country adopted during Your
Lordship’s period of office. PBut we may be pardoned for recalling
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that that period has been one of almost unbroken prosperity for this
city, and this hesfeen largely due to the attention given by Your
Lordship’'s Government to commercial and railway matters. That
prosperity has been hardly checked even by the war, however
severely individual trades may have been affected. We anticipate
with confidence & great period of development when the war is over;
ond we do not fail to realise that thia will entail on us as &
Corporation still heavier obligation for the welfare of the inhabitants
of this oity : obligations which we shall endeavour, as we have done
in the past, worthily and diligently to fulfil.

We feel that we need not further particularise in this place the
most prominent features of Your Lordship's administration which
have given such heartfelt satisfaction to the country. Tt is sufficlent
only to echo the universal sentiment that in your person Indians
have realised the ideal of what a great, progrossive and sympathetic
Viceroy should be. The Viceroyalty which you have made so
memorable is certain to leave behind a naine which will be cherished
with regard and affeclion for many a generation to come and India
fervently winhes that she may have the good fortune to possess in
the future a long succession of Viceroys of your warm sympathy,
generous instinots and progressive statesmaunship.

In bjdding farewell to Your Lordship we cannot refrain from
a reference to the personal losses which Your Lordship has had to
endure. Grievous indeed they have been, but the people of this
city, and of India in gencral, will not forget the fortitude with which
you have borne them, and the exalted sense of duty which you have
displayed in refusing to abandon the great task entrusted to you.

In conclusion we bid you farewell and Godspeed. Our earnest
wishes for your health and happiness will follow you wherever the
path of duty may lend you in the service of your Soverelgn and of
the Empire.

His Excellency in reply said : —]

Gentlemen,—It is sad to feel that in a few minutes’
time I shall have left these shores, and that this address,
that has been presented to me, is the last that I shall
receive from my many friends in India, but the warmth
ond friendliness of its tome help fo soften the pangs
of regret that I feel in leaving India and so many kind
people of whom T can have nothing but grateful and
affectionate remembranoes,
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You were the first to welcome me to India, and I
well remember how very cordial I thought your welcome
was, and how I hoped to be able to retain your kindly
feelings through the strenuous years that I knew lay
before me. You are the last to bid me farewell, and
you have made me feel, on each of the two later occasions
that we have met, that your friendship towards me has
been growing steadily stronger and warmer. I need
hardly say how heartily I reciprocate such feelings and
how highly I value the approval of such a far-sighted
and distinguished body as the Municipal Corporation of
the most progressive city of India,

It is the common lot of every public man to be
criticised, and evern misrepresented; and no public man
should attach too much importance to these things. But
not once or twice, but many times when 1 have been the
subjeet of such misunderstandings T have noticed in the
public opinion of Bombay a restraint of criticism and a
willingness to believe that my Government and myself
have mnot been actuated by unworthy motives nor
influenced by utterly unreasonable considerations. Aand
though I do not think I am more sensitive to criticism
than other men, I tell you frankly that your friendly
confidence and support have been a great help to me in
difficult times.

You have spoken of me as a diplomatist,—a character
in which you also welcomed me. I confess I had my
doubts at the time whether my experience as a diplo-
matist was likely to commend my selection to your favour,
for.it is not far from the truth to say that, in the general
estimation, one of the highest qualifications of a snceessful
diplomatist is the skilful use of words to conceal his
thoughts. That however is not, and never has been my
idea of how to succeed in diplomacy; and at any rate
whatever my failures may have been, there is one little



820 Speeches by H. E. Lord Hardinge of Penshuest.

——— e e e+ ———

Farewell Address from Bombay Municipal Corporation,

bit of credit to which I lay claim, and it is that through-
out my time in India, whether in public speeches or
sprivate conversations I have always endeavoured to say
what I have really felt and what I believe to be the truth
alike to India and about India, and T have always aimed
at taking India into my confidence,—and here let me add
that public speaking in the case of a diplomatist i3 almost
regarded us a crime, and if T may make a confession to
you, it is that the making of speechey has been one of the
heaviest burdens that the lot of u Viceroy brought to me.

You have, with a consideration for which I warmly
thank you, referred once more to the work of my grand-
father in India, and if words mean anything, I am
justified in thinking that in y)ur opinion at any rate I
have fulfilled the ambition with which I set out for India
—that I might be able at the end of my time to feel that
T had done nothing to biing discredit upon his name; for,
indeed, it has been no small thing for me thhoughout my
life, and especially here in India, to have had before me
the bright example of his courage and chivalry.

The second time upon which I had the honour to
receive an address from you was in the Town Hall just
two years ago, and it was an occasion that for many
reasons I can never forget. The warmth of the reception
that you gave on that occasion to me and to her, who is
no longer with me, made an ineffac..ble impression upen
me, while T shall ever treasure those words of the address
in which you referred to her example of sympathetic and
courageous womanhood as a priceless tribute from Bombay
to her memory.

Let me also in this connection express my very warm
and grateful thanks for the splendid and most generous
contributions from the Ruling Princes and the people and
citizens of Bombay Presidency and City to the Lady
Hardinge Medical College and Hospital for Women at
Pelbi, an imperishable mopument to her love for India,
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+ This is the sixth {ime that 1 lhave visifed Bombay,

f#id the third addiess that 1 have had the puulu;‘p of
feceiving from you, and I should like to suy that T miss a
friendly and familiar face amongst you, that ot your great
cltuen. Sir Pherozshah Mebia, It is a little more than
‘s vem ago that he came to see me when 1 wan staving
ut Government Ilouse on my way to the DPersian (_:ulf
and T feel for Bombay in their loss of this distinguished
citizen.

A Vicerovally which saw at its beginning the visit of
Their Majesties 1o Tndia and their wonderful Dumibar at -
Delhi and ot the end this wonstrous and horrible Kuro-
pean war can never go down to history as uneveniful;
and 1 sometimes wonder what the historian will select as
the most slriking fact 1elating to India that has oceurred
during that period.

Do you not agree with me tlat the spectacle of India
sending forth the flower of her soldiery to fighi 1he battles
of the mother-coupiry on the far off ficld of Flanders—in
the desolate places of Trak, in East Aliica, Egvpt, and
elsewhere—not, by Inigades or divisions not even by
Army Corps, bui literally by the hundred thousand -
Do vou not think this gloious spectacle will anest the
attention ot those who wiite the 1ecord of these yeurs
when the heat of controversy and the dust of hatile have
subsided ?

To me it will always he the proudest yeflection of my
life that mine were the honour and privilege of showing
to my Sover»ign, to my country, and the whole woxld,
that the loyaltv of India was no mere form of words.
Englind has trusied India, and Tudia has wobly
responded, and her rons—alas ! how many !'—have sealed
her loyalty with their life blood. You have been kind
enou,«zh to suggest that my work during the preceding
period of peace had something to do with this splendid
result, but I claim no credit in the matter beyond this,

Y
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that T was sure in my heart of heapts thaf’f:adia way
sound, that I never hesitated to proclaim that: assyra
and to uct upon it, and that India—ever guick fo réspond
—has given me ond my Government, and my King"and
country, confidence for confidence and trust fer trust in
overfowing measure.

You, Gentlemen of Bombay, will hardly expect me in
these last few moments to refer in any detail fo the history
of the pust few years, though the past must weightily
influence the future, and it is to the future that the eyes
of India are hopefully turned, . -

You know how deep my sympathies are for her aspira-
tdous, and with that knowledge you will let me say one
word. Do not be too impuiient. Development is already
taking place with phenomenal rapidity, and even in the
5} short years thut I have seen, there have heen great
and fur-reaching changes of attitude and outlook.

Remember, too, that progress and reform, can only
come with any advantage und any permanency to those
that deserve such good things; yeu must see to it therefore
that your public men, vour public opinion, yéur public
papers are all worthy—and here in Bombay 1 can use
such words without offence, for if the sanity of yous public
life, and the carnestness and ability of your public men,
your respgpt fordaweapd ovder, and your husiness enterprise
were faithfully reproduced ip all quarters of this great
Empire the path of progress would be far easier than it
is. The key to peace and contentment of the people can,
m my opinion, be found only in a spirit of sympathy
and confidence hetween them and their tovernment, and
I am quite certain that that spirit will be found strongly
developed in my friend Lord Chelmsford. At the present
stage of her development India is not a difficult country
to govern, provided she can realise that Great Britain is
in sympathy with her legitimate aspirations. To do this,
and to maintain the confidence of India, concessions must
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g gmdually made to political progress. In this manner,
ia, whose chalacteristic is to trust without reserve,
when she recogmises true sympathy, will be satisfied und
led gently along the path of progiess, developiug an ever-
closer understanding between herself and Great Briain,
and an ever-growing loyalty to the British Crown.

The sands are running out, and it now only remaing
tor e to take leave of you all, to thank you once more,
and to ask you to believe me when I say that I shall never
forget Bombay where, fiom every side and from the day
ot my fitst arrival, I have received nolhing but hindness
and encpuragement. 1 leave Indin with a deep feeling
ot respect and affection fo1 the etzens of the Gale of
India who, T hope, will alwayvs 1emember me as their true
friend and a devoted firiend of India and her people  May
God bless Indin and prosper those that dwell 1n this land
1s my fervent prayer



CALCUTTA
SUPERINTENDENT GOVERNMENT FPRINY lN(i, TNMIA
B, HASTINGS STREET



