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after his arrival, the enceinte, the ravelins, and the 
covered way, were completed, and the other parts 
were in a very forward state. 

Before this, however, had been accomplished, Clive 
had to enconnter a trial suffiCIent to dIsturb the 
equanimity of a man who. was conscious of having 
rendered great serVlCeR to his country. On the 20th 
June there arrived in Calcutta despatches from the 
India Office, pennef] after ClIve had recaptured Cal
nnt.ta but before he had achieved any of the successes 
which followed the recapt,llrc, imposing a new con
stitution for the government of the Company's pos
sessions in Bengal. This constitution was ridiculously 
absurd. It provided that the CouncIl should consist 
of ten members, and that the four senior of these 
should preside for three months at a time. frhe ten 
members were all nominated, and the hst dId not 
include the name of Clive. This omIssion was truly 
accounted for at the time by the belief that the homE' 
authoritIes were under the impreSSIOn that Clive had 
simply carried out thfl programme allotted to him; 
and after the recapture of Calcutta had returned to 
Madras. But the features of the constitution were 
not the less ridiculous. Government by a rotation of 
five years has been often found to have many incon
veniences, but government by a rotation of three 
months would, in India, even.at the present day, be 
unworkable. 

From the dilemma which was thus imposed upon 
the authorities in Calcutta the Bengal settlement was 
saved by the good senae of the teu· gentlemen upon 
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whom power had been so unceremoniously thrust. 
They were perfectly conscious that any attempt they 
might make to perform the play of " Hamlet IJ without 
Hamlet would terminate in their unceremonious dis
missal from the st,age. They, therefore, unanimously 
requested Chve to accept the office of President of 
the Counell, and perform 'its duties till the pleasure 
of the Court of Direcwrs should be known. Clive, 
after some consideratIOn, gracefully acceded to their 
request. 

It was no time, indepd, for holding back. The 
long·threatened storm of Franeh invasion had burst 
upon Southern India. A powerful French force, 
commanded by a brilhant general, Count Lall.v, 
escorted by an equally powerful French fleet, had 
arrived at POlHhchery. Two encounters had taken 
place, both undecided, between the French and 
English ships. Lally, summoning Bussy from Haidar
aMd, had marched to Tanjur, the conquest of which 
plac~ would be, It was believed, a prelude to a march 
llpltn Madras. Under these circumstances an urgent 
request W8!S transmitted to Clive, who had, it will 
be recollected, been only lent to Bengal, to return 
and save the territories which were the cradle of his 
renown. 

Urgent as was the request, tempting to an ambi. 
tious man as was the offer, Clive was unable to accede 
to the one or to accept the other. His place, he felt • .. 
was still in Bengal. The services he had rendered 
fA;) }fir J'alfar had been 80 burdensome that revolt 
lI{Caiust t,he English yoke had been the secret thought 
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of bis son, his kinsmen, his confederates, bis courtiers 
-his own one cherIshed hope. Nor was the situation 
without danger. Rumours of the two encounters 
between the rival fleets, of the magmtude of the 
military armaments of the French, of their march 
against Tanjur, of the terror and dH,qnietuue of the 
English, had renched Mursh1ihlbad in an exaggerated 
form. The party which dIsliked the EnglIsh alliance 
seized the opportunIty to urge Mir J'afar to break at 
once with those whom they regarued as his masters. 
By an intrigue, the mlmster devoted to English m
terests, Raja Dulab Ram, was dismIssed. It IS pos
sible that, in Bpite of a VISIt paid to Calcutta by the 
Nuwab at the period of the disgrace of his mInIster) 
the Court party would have proceeded further, but 
that immedIately after Mil' J'afar's return the security 
of his quasi-throne was threatened by an Invasion 
from the north. 

The Mughul empire had not recovered, it never did 
recover, fl'om the blows dpalt it by the invafllOns of 
Nadir Shah and Ahmad SMh. Thenceforward chaos 
reigned supreme. Order, dIscipline, authority, dis
appeared, and the right was the right of the strongest. 
Such was the state of things when Shah A'lam, heir 
to the throne, tired of the bondage in ~bich he was 
beld by the all-powerful minister of his father, tho 
Emperor Alamghir Sani, broke loose from restraint, 
entered Rohilkhand, raised there an army, and with 
the active support of the N uwlib of Allahabad, of the 
Raja of Banaras, and of the powerful zamfndars of 
Northern Bihar, and the encouragement of the 
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Nuwab-Vazlr of Awadh (Oudh), invaded Bihar and 
marched dIrectly on Patna. 

The mtrIgues, conspiracies, and underhand dealings 
against the English, which constltuted at the time 
the statecraft of the Court of Murslndahad, gave way, 
on recmpt of thls news, to abject and degrading fear. 
The Ntiwab and Ius friends mIstrusted everyone, from 
Rarnnarain, Governor of Patmi, whom they hated and 
feared, down to the sentry at the palace gates. The 
treasury was empty; the provmces had been ex
hausted to meet the EnglIsh demands; the Scths, 
more disguf'teu wIth the rule of Mir J'atar than they 
had been wIth that of the man against whom they 
had conspIred to msta] h1m, were engaged in makmg 
a pIlgrImage to Jaganmith; the Ntiwab had scarcely 
a resource left. In the frenzy of hIS despair he sent 
an urgent request to hIS old enemIes, the ManitMs, 
to march to hIS aId; then, as the mvader might come 
before the ally, scarcely less to be dreaded, should 
arrive, ho debated wIth hIS confidants as to the mode 
in. which It would be possIble to raIse suffiCIent money 
to buy off· the invasion. When the empty treasury, 
the desolate condItion of the provlllces, the absence 
of the Seths, forced rum to dIsmIss thit:l Idea, he 
turned then .to the course, alike the most natural 
and the most hateful to him; he Implored urgently, 
beseechmgly, even abjectly, the assistance of the 
EnglIsh. 

Clive was not; unprepared to employ the troops of 
the presidency to support the N uwab of bis own 
oreatlon. Immediately after he had ta.ken upon him .. 
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self the duties of President of the Council he had set 
himself to work to reorganise the local army. The 
Bengal European Battahon, subsequently the 1st 
Fusihers and till the abolIti.on, wIthin the last few 
months, of the regimental numbers, the 10Ist Regi
ment of the Line, had been raised to full strength by 
the volunt.eermg into its ranks' of almost all the men 
of the detachment of the 89th Foot, ordered home, 
and by the mcorporation mto it of the European de
tachments brought from Madras and Bombay. He 
had formed the' al·tillery into two companies, and had 
increased the natIve army by the raismg of a fourth 
battalion. Major KllpatrlCk, the able coadJutor who 
had fought with hIm 111 Bouthern India and III Bengal, 
having died, ClIve had selected as his SUCCeREl-Or Major 
Forde of the 39th Foot, then at Madras, an officer of 
very remarkable ability. Forde had m consequence 
come round to Calcutta, and, holding the rank of 
lieutenant·colonel, commanded all the Company's 
troops in Bengal. Clive had scarcely completed these 
arrangements when he received a message from the 
Raja of Vijiyanagaram to the effect that by the with. 
drawal from Haidarabad of the French f(wee under 
Bussy, the Northern Sirkars had been lci t without 
sufficient protection, that he and his confederates had 
risen in revolt, and that the assistance of an English 
force would enable them to expel the few French 
troops who were there. Clutching at an opportunity 
which, if well employed, would consummate the work 
he had begun six years before, Clive, denuding him .. 
self, despatched Forde (12th October) at the head of 
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five hundred Europeans and two Lhousand native 
troops wIth some guns to V lsMkpatanam (Vizagapa.
tam) to conquer the Northern Slrkars for the English, 
and to eradIcate ji'rench influence at HaidaraMd. 'rhe 
despatch of this expedItIOn reduced the European 
force 111 Bengal to lIttle ~lore than tllree hundred men, 
includmg artIllery, nor did the arrIval of recruits 
during the four months that followed lDcrease that 
number very conSIderably. The returns, dated the 
6th :February 1759, ahow that lIlclusive of non-com
missioned officers and drummers the whole European 
infantry in Benga'l consisted at that uate of three 
hundred and mnety-five men-of whom a hundred 
and forty were recruits-and the artIllery of mnety
three. Durmg that month, however, the total was 
largely increased by arrIvals from England, and, in 
view of commg contmgenCles, OlIve at thIS period 
raIsed a fifth battalIon of sipahis. 

Such was the mIhtary condltIOn of the English 
zamindari when Uhve receIved trom Mil' J'afar the 
u"gent, beseechmg, even abject requests for aid, of 
whICh I hltve spoken. Once again was he the master 
of the situatIOn, the arbiter of the destmies of BengalI 
For it was not only Mir J'afar who sohmted his IUd. 
Almost simultaneously there reached him letters from 
Shah A'lam reminding him that he was a noble of the 
Mughul empire, a commander of SIX thousand horlSEl, 
and summouing him to render lawful service to himself, 
in his expedition. . rrhe lett,er was accompanied by 
many promises of personal ad vantages. 

Clive was well aware t.h3t his title as a noble of tile 
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empire bound him to act not with but against a rebel 
to its lord. He was well acquainted, too, with the 
ill-assorted nature of the confederation of which the 
Shahzadah was the head. Moreover, Mir J'afar was 
hIS creation, and he never, throughout his serVICe in 
India, lost sIght of that fact. It dId not require, 
then, the letters whlCh he, nearly at the same time, 
received from the Emperor, solIciting IllS assistance 
against his "IUlsguided and rebellIOUS son" to deClde 
him to march WIth all his avaIlable force to the 
assistance of Mil' J'afar. 

With this object in VlCW, he set Qut from Calcutta 
on the 25th February (17;)0) at the head of hIS whole 
avaIlable effective force, consistlllg of four hundl'ed 
and fifty Europeans and two thousand five hundred 
sipabis. So Important dId he consIder tho crISIS 
that he was content to leave Calcutta to be guarded 
by a few slck and newly-aiTIVetl reCl'Ults, a small 
detaIl of gunners, and a portion of the newly-raIsed 
fifth battalIon of sipahis. He reached Murslud1ib1id 
on the 8th March, set out agalll with the Nuwab'" , 
army, commandC'd by hl,'I son Miran on the 13th, and 
marched mto Patna on the 8th April. Before he 
arrived there, however, the rumour of t lIe action 
he was takmg had done Its work. The, army of the 
Sblihzadah had fallen back, baffled and dlSul·ganised. 

It happened in this WIse. The march of the rebel 
army towards Patna and its near approach to that 
city had produced III the mind of the governor, Ram
naram the greatest apprehensions. Ramnarain wa.s 
bound tQ Mir J'afar neIther by the ties of afiectioll 
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nor by those of a similar faith. For the times in 
which he lived he was regardE'd as a man of a 
singularly loyal po1it.ical character, and he had clung 
to Sir:lju'tl danlah as long as that priitce exercised 
the office of Nllwtib of the three provinces. On the 
fall of Siraju'd dal1b.\l he had recognised his suc
cessor, but he was soon made aware that his previous 
loyalty had rankled In the mind of MIl' .T'afar, that 
but for Olive's personal exertions he would long 
since have been removed, and that even then he held 
the office of gov~rnor of Bihar by a very precarious 
tenure. He was now callc,d upon to oppose, in the 
interests of a master who hated him, the army of a 
prince who in a few years would, in all probability, 
be master of the Mnghul empire. Placed in this posi
tion he act.ed with remarkable diRcretion. Massing 
his forces, he took up a position outside the city, 
whence he could communicate easily alike with the 
Nuwfib and the Sh{thzadah. Then, writing to the 
former and to Olive that, not strong enough to give 
battle to the enemy, he held his position pending the 
arrival 01 reinforcements, he sent a message to the 
Shahzadah to assure him of his good will. He had 
resolved, in fact, to follow the advice givon him by 
:Mr. Amyatt; the head of the English factory at Patna, 
and" act as he found most to his own advantage." 

As the Shuhzadah approached nearer, Mr. Amyatt 
and the English embarked on board boats which had 
been prepared, and proceeded down the river. As 
soon a8 tbt"'y were well out of Big-ht, Ramnarain acted 
upon a resolution which had long been forming in his 
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mind-to pay a lisit to the camp of the SI1l.l.hzaaah 
and judge for/ himdelf of his prospects of success. 

I 
He procecu~~r t,hIther, was received with the greatest 
considerl1y.6fi, clothed wIth a oreRS of honour, and 
confirnl-ed m t.he governnwnt of BIIHI.r. Bllt whIlst 
the~,f}/cerCl.nonI('s were progressmg Rumnarain had 
ll~d well his own eyes and th'c eyes of hii'l confiuants. 
He had notICed the want of coheSIOn, the hollow 
fidelit.y and the interested motives of the hungry 
adventurers who followed tho Sluillzaoah, and he had 
made up his mmd. ProloIlgmg his stay as long as 
possible to retard the progress of the rebel army, he 
returned, when the march was agam resumed, to 
Patml, nominally to pt'epare tha.t Clty for the Shah
zadah's recept.ion, really to arrange for its defence. 
He performeu tIns lattl'r task so effectually that 
when, 011 the 2:11'<1 March, the rebel army appeared 
before }\tt.uu its leaders found they had to undert.ake 
a Stego. In the mterval between that date and the 
4th AprIl Rllmnaram repulsed several attacks, each 
one of which, how-evel', relldered his pOSItIOn les8 and 
less secure. Help, however, was at hand; a.nd the 
arrival of a detachment of Enghsh-trained f; pabis, 
commanded by an English officer, on the last-named 
date, ~o dIsheartened the besiegerR t.hat they r!:lsed 
the siege and retired. 

'rhe crisis was now over. The ill-asRorted federations 
.of which the Shahzadah's ij,rmy had been composed 
broke up and dispersed, and the Shtihzadah himself, 
joined by tbe French detachment under LAW, took 
-refuge in the territories of the Raja of 13undelkhand. 
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Before his retreat he had written a humble letter t,o 
Clive imploring pecuniary aid to enable him to effeo1i 
it, and had recelVed for tbat purpose a donation of 
eight thousand rupees. 

Such was the position when, on the 8th April, the 
united army of Clive nnd Miran reached Patna. 
Having repaired the aefences of t he city, Clive and 
hlB ally marched to the banks of the Karammisa river 
to clear the country of the <'letachcd parties who shU 
lingered there plundering. TllIs task was soon accom
plished. ClIve then returned to PatWt to'rccflive there 
the expressions of boundless gratitude poured upon 
him by )111' J'afar, and the more substantial present, 
as a personal jaghir, of tlH~ zamfndari of the whole 
of the dist.ricts Routh of Ca.lclltta, then rented by the 
East Inum Company, and brll1ging in an income calcu
lated at t,hirty thousand pounds a ye:}.r. ThIS was the 
famons jaghir the denial of bis right to which in later 
years roused so much bitterness. Leaving a, European 
garrison in Patna, ClIve returned, accompanied by 
Mir J'afar and hi!> ~on Miran, to Calcutta, and arrived 
there in d"une. He had been cheered, some time before 
his return, by intelhgence of the complete victory 
obtained by Culonel Forde over the Marquis de 
COllfians at Kondur, an<l of the subsequent storming 
of l and surtender of the French army at MachhU. 
patanam (~laslllipatam), and he was awaIting with a 
calm certainty the information that not only thj' 

Northern Sltkars, hut paramount influence at the 
Coutt of Haidarabad, had been permanently trana
ferred from the French to the Eaat India. Comoanv. 
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But '. before this consummation was . attained a 
difficulty with anotber power presented itself. The 
;Dutch at Cbinsur.ah bad. for some time past noticed 
with jealo·uRY and alarm the growing importance of 
the English settlerR. The special advantages with 
respect to trade, and the m~nopoly of saltpetre, bad 
affect d their revenues, whilst the right claimed and 
exercised by them to search aU vessels coming up the 
liuO'II, and the insistance on the employment only of 
English pilots, hfld toucbed their pride to the quick. 
AU these evils had come upon them since the fall of 

il'aju'd daulah. They were the ntitnral consequences 
of the elevation to the chief place in Bengal of a 
Nuwab entirely dependent upon the English. Chafing 
under these evils, the Dutch had watched with the 
k ene interest the gradual alienation of Mil' J'afar 
from his Engli h patrons. Befor the invasion of the 
5Mbzad h had t rrified the uwab into a renewal of 
his amioable r lations with Clive, the negotiatjoDs 

. b we n Ch~D urah and Murshidabad had reaohed a 
v 1'y critical phas. It mlO'ht almost be said tha ' a ~ 
eel' t alliance had been formetl for the e~pulsion of 

the English. This much is certain, that, utterly 
unknown to the latter, the Nuwab had giyen his 
count nance, tIP ort,- and approval to the Dntch 
soheme of introducing into Bengal a body of troops 
far 'c ding in numb r' tho at the disposal of 

.Oliv . 
Th repul e of the in ajon of he hahzadah, the 

oon qu n r -knittiuO' of tie with t.h En 0'1 ish, the 
gratitude at the 1'e ult of Mir J'a£ar, came to cool 
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which th latt r had been 
ccurr no ; to nak off tb 
utch preparati . had pro
uddeu]y ppeil. etters 

o tbe alliance with Mfr J'afnl', 
IINMt r qu t for th m an to 

gr d upon, hl'l.d be n d - . 
y d at, Bfttftvia, and an 

HI all' ady on it way to the Hu 11. 
Rumour, how originat. d it i diffioult cer·t iuly .to 

affirm, but ari ing robably from th iudisO!' tion of 
the uwab and hi oonfidant I had spok n eady in 
1759 of th proximate ~rrival of a larO'e utch 

• force, and an incident occurred in th month of 
AU!7ust, ju t six weeks a.ftel' the return of Jive 
from the campaign against th Mhzttrlah, whioh 
seem d to indicate that it wa not altog thor ba el ss . 
DlH'ing that month a Dutch vessel, having on board 
a large number of Malayan oidier's, arriv d at t.he 
mouth of the HugH. Clive at once informed tho 
Nuwab of the event, and took 'precautions to prevent 
alike the passage of the sbip up the river and the 
march inland of the Malay. In vain did the Dutch 
authorities at Chinsurah. <Ieolar that 'the ship was 
really for agat>atanam ( egapatam), and had boen 
driven to the HugH by stre s of weather; that as 
soon as he should reo ive wat rand provisi ns he 
would resume her voyag. A cli1nd stine attempt 
made by tbe Dutch 1a t r Att ndant to convey 
eighteen of the Malayan oldiers ill hi official bal'qllo 
to Chinsurah-an attempt discover d and frustrated 
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-threw great doubt on 
Finally, however, the ship 
U nsnpport{ld, she haft been 
the suspicion her pr sence 
anything aO'ainst the English. 

But ~ ~e ~ob& ' 
actually in alcutt. , the 
erion attempt, tho re ult 

Chinsurab, wa actually made. In that mouth there 
arriv at th mouth of th ugH ev n Dutch ship 
full of troop ,European and ~alay. The 
affoct d to tr at tbe ma~ter liO'htly, and announced 
hi iut ntion of imm diateIy proce dinO' to hI own 
town of HugH, to ummon thither to his pro ence 
th Dutoh autboritie ,and in i t upon their at once 
di mi. iog th i1' hips, or, in oa e of tb ir l' fu 0.1, of 
cha t1 inO' thom and driving them out of B nO',1. 
Mit, J'af, l' did PI' d to uO'li; h did Ilmmon to 
hi t.he Dutoh authoriti , What ctually 
pa d in eor toni r nee cannot b known; but 

hi tOl'in.n haR th authorit of Clive himself for 
rlin h t the uw b "1' C tV d them in a roo t 

gr; iOIl manu 1', mol' like friend ' and allies than 
n rui to him an to hi country." .A. few days 

1 r Mil' J'afar wrot to live to infbrm him that he 
had gr'ant d th Dutch om indulgenc s with l' peet 
to th i1' t1' d , and that they had engaged to leave 
th riv r wi h their ship and troop a oon as the 
soa on hould p rmit. 

The oeea ion wa one of tho e which brought into 
th trong t light II th hiO'her qualilii~s of Chve. 
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p sence of dang r his intell ct wn. alwllo.Vs 
clear, bis judgment un 1'1'in , hi action prompt and 
r'soh'lte. Not for a mom nt Wtl. h tak lJ in by th' 
p cious let r of th liwab. R ndinrr betw n it 

lines, he aw, not only tbat th Dutch h, d 110 int n
tion of sending way th 'r ship, but that til y had 
obtained ·the uwab a nt to bring th m up to 
Ibin llI'ah. He at onoe r olved, to u, hi own 

emphatio word , tbat t ley " bonid not" bring th 1)) 

up. The v nt of the few day i01m dint ly following 
oame to ju tify l)i .pr cione. C'l'tain infol'mation 
reaohed him that the Dutch hip ha weirrh d anchor 
and were moving upward., that Du ch ag nts were 

• R.ctiv at Ohin ur h, at Ki1 imbazar, and at Patna, in 
rai ing troop, an tbat at th e ncts th Nuwiib wns 
oonmvlDg. 

'rbe position" was suob as woulc1 have dl'iv n an 
ordinary man to de pail'. On board th Dutoh 
v ss 1 in the river w 1'0 v n hllndr d EUrOpf'AlI 

and eight hundred Malay troops, w 11 armed and 
quipped; at Ohinsurab was a utoh force of a 

hundred and fifty men, and native 1 i s daily incI'eas
ing in numbe!'; behind til Dutoh was the llwab, 
as ready now to aot as e. had bp,en at Plassey, the 
moment fortut1e bould seom to declare in their 
favour. To meet this enemy Oliv bad, at; alcntta, 
three hundred and thirty Enropeans and twelve 
hundred sipabis. It is true that he had other II 

.detaohments soattered over the pl'ovinco; bllt t bEl 
nearest of them was too di tant to be available 
~t the crisis now impending. In this hour of 

~O • 
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danger Clive was cool, calm, selt~reliallli, even con· 
fident. He took at once ever:y possible precaution 
He Bent special messengers to summon an availablE: 
men 'trom the outposts: he called out, to defend the 
port and the 'town, the militia, amounting to three 
hundred m~n, five-six.ths of. whom were Europeans: 
he formed half a troop of horse of some twenty to 
thirty volunteers, and enlisted as infantry nearly a 
similar number of men who could not ride. Of the 
four English vessAls then in the HugH, he despatched 
one, the smallest, with an express. to Admiral Cornish, 
then cruismg on the .A rftkan coast, asking for imme
diate aid; the three others he ordered up to aid in 
the defence of the town. The batteries which com
manded the most important passages of the river near 
the town, 'rannah fort, and Charnock's battery,· were 
greatly strengthened. Heavy cannon' were mounted 
at each, as well as on

l 

the face of the new fort, Fort 
William, commanding the river. Just at this moment 
Colonel Forde, fresh from the gtorming of Machhli
patanam, arrived, accompanied by Captain Knox; hm 
ooadjutor in that glorious event. To the first Clive 
assigned the command of the whole of the available 
force, to the latter that of the parties at Tannah fort 
and Charnock's battery. 

These preparations were made not a moment too 
SOOD. In the second week of November the Dutoh, 
finding further delay would not serve them, threw 

.. The fort of Ta.nna.h was five miles below Ca,lcutta. ou the 
right bank of the river, Charnock's battery 'Was nearly QPpOllAe 
~ it, 
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off the mask, and forwarded to Oaloutta a. long 
remonstranoe, recapitulating all theIr grievanoes, and 
threatening vengeance and reprisals, unless the Eng
lish should renounce their claim to tlie right of 
search, and all opposition to the free progress of 
their ships and their v~ssels. ClIve replied, with a. 
specIOus audacity, that the English had offered no 
insult to the colours, attaoked no property, and 
infringed no prIvileges, of the Dutch; that, if their 
boats had been stopped and searched, and the advanoe 
of their troops opposed, ·it had been by the express 
dIrection of the N aWlib, actmg w{th the authority of 
the Emperor. He concluded by referring them to the 
Nuwab, and by offermg Ins services as a mediator 
on the occaSIOn. N otwlthstandillg the tone of this 
reply, Clive, as he records himself, was not a little 
embarrassed as to the course he should adopt in 
case the Dutch, contmuing to advance, should pass 
the batteries below Calcutta. The responsibIlity of 
oommencing hostIlities against an ally of England 
owas very great, and Clive and the Council felt grave 
doubts as 'to whether the Oourt of Directors would 
hold him justified in incurring it. 

From further anxioty on this head he was saved 
by the conduat of the Dutch. The reply of Clive, 
containing as it dId expressions which, though true 
in the letter, were the reverse of true in their 
plain signification, - eXA.sperated them to a. degree 

,. Though Clive ha.d the a.uthorIty of t~ NUWAb for the &at. 
(lOIllVhint'q of by the Dutch, it was a.n a.uthority which be bad 
h~self solicited for the protection of British intereatA 1 t.nd t .. 
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beyond endurance. Without attempting furt,her 
diplomatic intercourse, they att.acked and captured 
seven small English vess(>is lying off Falta, tore down 
the Englu;l: colours, and trar~sferred the guns and 
stores they carrlCd to their 'own ship~. Amongst 
tbe captured vessels was th¢ despatch-boat carrymg 
Ohve'8 lettor to Admira.l OOJ"nJRh, ac:;king for assist. 

• I 
anee. At the same tlTne, l~ndlTlg troops at Falta fmd 

Rutpur, they burned the IhoIHles and effects of the 

English agents statIOned J t.hen'. Their SlllpS then 
stood up the rlvor. Hnv¥ng no pIlots, however, theIr 

progress wns npceRsarily ilow. 
This actIOn on tho ~,art of the Dntch reassured 

Oli ve. He at once se~t a despatch to the N uwab, 
apprlsillg hun of the 1l,c/t,S of violence which had been 
committed, [lnd statiug ,ibis wish that, as the quarrel lay 
only b(·tween the Dutclh and the EnglIsh, it might be 
fOllght out between th)ose two natIOns alone. Whilst, 
however, .ISklllg 110 direct flsslst.ance, he added that 
the Nuwllb would c.OllVlllce hIm of IllS sincerity and 
at.tachtnent. if he w'Juld "dIrectly surround theIr (the 
Dutch) suhordmatc~s, and distress them in the country 

to the utr;nO'st." f Whilst thus writing to the N uwab, 
Olivo dIrected F;orue to take posseSSIOn of Barnagar 
(Barnagore); tID cross there the rIver, with his troops 
and four field·pneces, to Sbrirampur (Serampore), a.nd 

to march thmnce on Chandranagat', the object being 
not only to ~trike terror int.o Chinsurah, but to be 
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ready to intercept the Dutch troops in case they 
should endeavour to gain that place by land. 1 shall 
describe in Its prop!:'l" place the manner in which these 
instructions were executed. 

MeanwhIle the Dutch ships were movmg upwards. 
On the 2hlt they anchored in Sankra.l reach, just 
below the pomt of the fire of the English batteries. 
The next day they lauded theIr troops (seven hundred 
Europeans and eight hundl'ed Malays) on the right 
bank of the river, WIth directions to march to 
Chlllsurah, and then dropped down to Melancholy 
Point. 

This actlOn cleared the ground for Clive. He had 
now two (iIstiBct obJects bdol'e hIm, oach to be met 
on Its own ground. The landing of the Dutch troops 
had severed them from thOll' base-the ships which 
had conveyed· them. To attack and overthrow these 
troops befOl'e they could gain a new base-that at 
Chmsurah being the only pOSSIble one-and, at the 
same tIme, to attack aud destroy the old base, the 
Dutch shIps-these were the clear and definite objects 
at which he aimed. Sending mformation to Forde 
of the landing and march of the Dutch troops, and 
directing Captam Knox with the parties at the bat .. 
t.eries to join. him with all pOSSIble expeditlOn, he 
proceeded to deal with the Dutch ships. 

I have stated in a previous page- that before the 
commencem.ent of hostilities Clive had but three ships 
of any size at his disposal, and that he had directed 

Pilge 308. 
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these to come up close to Calcutta, 80 as to aid in the 
defences of the town. They were tbree Indlamen, the 
" Duke of Dorset," 544 tOIlS, Captain Forrester; the 
u Calcutta,'t 761 tons, Captain Wilson; the "Hard
wicke," 573 tons, Captalll Sampson. Thei all carried 
guns. When the semor offiscr, Captain WIlson, who 
acted as commodore, received the onler to bring 
his slups nearer to Calcutta, the Dutch squadron 
had already passed hlln. He had therefore fol. 
lowed iL up steadily, anchormg some dIstance below 
it. But when, Oll 1,he 23rd, the Dutch squadron, after 
havlllg landed Its troop:', fell back to Melancholy 
Point, 'VJlson made as though he would go by them. 
But tho Dutch commodore, notIcing )Ufl mtentlOll, 
sent 111m a meRsage to the effect that If he persIsted 
in the attempt he would be fired npon. Wilson, 
havmg no orders to engage, at oncc "deSIsted, but 
sent a report to ClIve. ClIve's an<;wer was clear 
and precise. He directpd W d80n to send at once 
a despatch to the Dutch commodore, demandlllg 
immediate restItut ion of t hf' vessels, property, al'ld 
British subjects he had seized, a full apology to 
the English flag, aud Ius immelliate departure from 
tbe river. If these terms were not compiled with, 
Wilson was to attack the Dutch squadron. 

To understand the nature of the task whlCh ClIve 
had imposed upon thIS brave saIlor I may mention 
,that whereas he had at his disposal 0111y three vessels, 
each capable of carrying at the most tl1lI'ty guns, the 
Dutch squadrou Was composed of four ShIPS, the 
U Vlissengen," the" Bleiswyk," the "Welgeleegen;' 
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and the" Princess of Orange," each carrying thirty
SIX; of two, the "Elizabeth Dorothea" and the 
" Wapseld," each carrying twenty-six; and of one, the 
" Mossel," carrymg sIxteen guns. It was ~ force which 
exceeded his own by nearly two to one. 

On tho 2·j.th, WIlson transIllItted hIS demand. It 
was promptly refnspd .. Upon this Wilson directed 
hIs squadron to wmgh ancbor and stand for the 
Dutch squadron. Captain FOrI'ester, in the "Duke 
of Dorset," the best saIlor of the three, took the 
lead and soon lmd hlR slup along t,he " Vhssellgen," 
w111ell bore the fifig of the Dutch conllJlodore. He 
had scarcely taken up this pOi:ntiou when the wind 
changed, and IllS cO:1i\Orts were unable for some time 
to como neal' hUll. WIth great gallantry, however, 
he attacked lns antfigolllRt, and though t.he mark 
himself for !lhe first half-hour of other ships in 
the Dutch squadron, he fltuck to her, and, after a 
combat wInch lasted two hours, forced her to strIke. 
MeanwhIle the "HardwlCke" and "Calcutta" had 
succeeded in approaching the other ShIpS. So well 
were they "managed and so hot was the fire they main
tained that In a very short time two of their sroaller 
adversal'les cut t.heir cables and fled, whilst a thu'd 
was driven on ~hore. The other shIps maintained the 
combat tIll the" Vlissengen" had struck, when, with 
one exception, they followed her example. The excep
tion was the "Bleiswyk," the captain of which made 
his way to KaJpi, the English ships being too crippled' 
to follow hIm. He was not, however, destined to 
escape. .At KAJpf he met two English ships, the 
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"Oxford" and the U Royal George," which had arrived 
at the mouth of the HugH two days ~efore. and were 
now hastening upwards. They made an easy capture 
of the last of the Dutchmen. 

In tIllS most brllhant actlOn the loss of the English 
in killed was very slight. '~he" Duke of Dorset," 
though riddled through and through, though ninety 
shots were m her hull, and her rIgging was cut to 
pieces, and though many of her crew were wounded, 
did noL IUi:lc a smgle man. The Dutch lost, III kIlled 
and wounded, upwards of a hundred men. On the 
" VliAscngcn " alone thirt.y were klIled, and more than 
double that number wounded. It was an actlOn 
worthy to be compared wIth the best achievements of 
the BritIsh navy. 

'rhus successfully had been carned out one of the 
two clear and dlst-mct obJects wInch Chve had deter
mined to accomplIsh. 1 turn now to record the manner 
in which be dealt with the other. 'rhe reader has seen 
that ClIve had no sooner heard of the debarkation of 
the Dutch troops and of their' march towards Chifl
surah than he sent mfOl'matIOIl to l!"orde am] directed 
Captain Knox to join him With the troops n:anmng the 
two river batteries. I proceed now to examine the 
manner in which those two officers improved their 
opportunities. 

Obeying the first orders transmitted to him on the 
,19th November, Forde, at the head of a hundred 
Europeans, four hundred sipahis, and four ~un8, had, 
the day following their reception, attacked and captured, 
the Dutch factory of Ba.rnagar. Orossing the river to 
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Shrirampur he marched thence towards Chandra .. 
nagar, and encamped on the night of the 23rd in the 
gardens south of tbe Fort. It had been his intention 
to march the next morning and take up a position 
nearer ChinslIrah, wInch lies only three miles north of 
Chandranagar. But tho Dutch had not noticed in 
vain the advantage Wlllcli taking the inItiative gives to 
fighting-men. 'rhey dId not take into cOllsideratIOn 
the fact that about, fourteen hundred of theIr own 
soldiers were marchmg on Forde's rear, and that if 
they could only hold theIr own m Chlllsllrah tiH their 
arrIval Forde wOlfld be between two fires. They 
heedlessly resolved to anticlpato them. '1'hey th~re
fore sent from Uhinmrah, on the eveumg of the 23rd, 
their whole available force, amountmg to a hundred 
and twenty ~~uropeans and three hundred native 
soldwrs, and, bade them take up a positIOn in the 
ruins of Uhandranagar and Illnder the fUl·ther pro
gress of the English. In that positlOn, supported 
by four field-pieces, Forde found and attacked them 
ob the mornmg of t,be 24th. The numbers were 
about equal on both sides, but on that of the English 
the soldiers, native and European, had been inured 
to IndIan warfare. 1.'he result was never doubtful. 
Forde drove the Dutch from thelr posItion up to the 
very walls of Chmsurah, and captured thelr guns. f!'he 
arrival of Knox the SRme evenmg raised his numbers to 
three hundred and twenty Europealls, eight hundred 
native infantry. and fifty European volunteer cavalry; 
The Nuw'b had also placed about a hundred horsemeB 
.. t biB disposal-not, indeed, to fight, but to spy. 
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From the prisoners he had taken, and from other 
sources, Forde learned that same evening that the 
Dutch forco landed from the ships would certainly 
arrive the f'ollowmg day. He at once sent off an 
express to eli v(·, statllJg that be thought he had a 
falr prospect of destroymg th? enemy, and demanding 
explicit instructIOns as to the course he should pursue. 
Clivo was engaged m plaYlIIg whIst when tIns note 
reached him. He read It; then, WIthout quittmg the 
table. hp, wrote on the bat;k of the note in penCIl: 
" Dear Forde, fight them immediately; I will send you 
the Order m CouncIl to-morrow,'" and (hSmlSSed the 
messenger. 

Armod WIth tlus authorit.y, Forue, early on tbe 
momiug of the 25th, took up at BIdeI'm, about mid
way between Chandranagar awl ClllnSUl'ah, a pOSItIOn 
commandll1g the road to tho latter pla.ce. HIS rIght 
rested on the VIllage of Blderra, his left on a mangu 
grove, both of which he occupwd; Ins front was 
covered by a broad and deep ditch. Securely planted 
hehmd tIllS, IllS guns commanded the treeless plain 
in front of it. It was the very best positIOn that 
could have been taken,' for wlulst very detenslve It 
comruanded all the approaches. At about 10 o'clock 
ill the mornIng tho Dutch force, led hy Colonel 
Roussel, a French soldIer of fortune, wa;, seen ad
vancmg across the plain. As soon as they arrived 
WIthin range the four guns of the English opened 
fire; notwIthstanding the gaps they made, the Dutch 
stIll pressed on. 'rhe ditch, however, of the existence 
of whlCh they were ignorant, stopped them. The con· 
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fusion which t.hIS necessary halt caused to their rear. 
most files, and the exposure of their hne at the same 
t.ime to a concentl'atpd fire of small-arms from their 
enemies, some posted in t.he vIllage, \ome in the 

grove, were fatal to the Dut-ch. Unable to press on, 
and the greater Tlumber .of them 19norant of the cause 
of tho stoppagt>, they fairly turned. Forde used the 
first mOUlent of \\'fwl'rillg which they displayed to 
lannch at thorn his Eng-hsh cavalry. 'rhe small 
number of t1wse waR not at t he moment apparent to 
the enemy, and tho charge, made tit an opport,une 
moment, forced their ma:-;ses back in tlisordel'. Soeing 
the eff{'ct I)I'ol1uced, t.hat the Dutch were fairly beaten, 

the cavalry of the' Nuw:ih, which hau not responded 
to tho lllvltatlOn to accompany their gnrop(\an com
rades in the firs t chmge, dashed forward and com. 
pleted tbe defe:lt. 'fhc Dut.ch amI Malays, fresh 
from tbo cOnnlll' ItlCnt. of shipbo:Lrd, the lat.ter unused 
to fight cavalry, then f:mly turned and flod. No 
victory wag ever more declsive. Of the s(>ven hun

dred Etlropoam; nnd Clght hundreu Malays composing 
the Dut-cl1 forct', f\ hundred and twenty of the former 
and two hundt'(>d of the latter were left dead on 
the field, tlm'e huudrcd, in about equal proportions 
of both, were wounded; whilst M. Roussel, fourteen 
of his offi('el'~, t hrev hundred and fifty Dutch, an<f 
two hunorl,d .Malays were made prisonors. - Some 
sixty of the for'illt>r and two hundred and fifty of the 

--.- - --- - - ------ - - - ----- - - ..!.. 

.. I hav., followed m the main the account of thUi contc--st given 
by the Dutch East Indta COlll})any. Vide Grose's Voyage to the 
JDfUllnde(l$, vol. u. p. 376. 
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latter escltped, and of these only fourteen eventnally 
succeeded in finding their way to Chinsurah.-

In this brilliant mnnuer did Forde carry out the 
second dlstitJct object aimed at by Cllve. The policy 
of the latter had been cal~rlPrl out to the lett.er. By 
vigour, deciHlOn, and daring a danger greater than 
any which, since .January 1707, had threatened the 
British settlement ill Bengal had been eucountered 
and ovel·thrown. Of t he secret understanding- be
tween the Dutch and the N u wab there can be no 
doubt, whatever. Chve entertained none. The Nilwab, 
in fact" groamng UDder the restralntR imposed upon 
him by the BrItIsh connection, was anxIOus to sub
stitute fOI' a foreign master a foreIgn al1y. His troops 
were ready for actIOn. Had the Dntch squadron 
beaten the three English ShIpS 111 the rIver, and had 
Forde been beaten at B](lerra, these 'troops would 
have joirwd the Dutch In an attack npon Calcutta. 
If that attack had succeeded, tho N uw!ib, grown WIse 
by experience, woulcl have imposed npon the Dutch 
terms far less galling to hImself than those which. 
had made him lit tle more than a pageau t , sovereign 
guided by English coullsels. 

!J.'his oonspiracy had been deft>aten hy thO) (",1m 
deciSIOn of Clive, by the gallantry, skill, and d:1riTlg 
bf Forde, and of the officers and men, sailors as well 

.. "Such," writes 0010uol Broome, III his admira.ble history of 
tile Bengal army, "was the brllbaut victory of Biderra, ma.rked by 
an extr.wrdiuary degree of skill and courage, and most IIUportaut 
in its results-liond yet the nn.me of the a.ction 111 5' : ,~ely ever 
meutioned, a.nd in no way commemorated." 
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as soldiers, who were engaged. The viotory on the 
HugH and the victory at Biderra brought the Dutch, 
h1therto so threatenmg, to his feet, not ouly for 
mercy, but for protection. They sorely- needed the 
latter. Three days after the battle, Miran, the son 
and heir of t,he Nuwab, arrived from Murshidabad 
with SIX thousand hor~e. Up to that moment the 
great opponent of Ow EnglJ~h alliance, the secret 
instIgator of the intrigues wIth the Dutch, Mtran had 
come down in the hope of dictatmg his own terms, 
If, as he hoped, the EnglIsh had been checked. But 
findmg them vlctbrlOUS on all pomtR, the Dutch 
broken, almost anmlnlatod, he, with characteristic 
versatility, at once chalJged hIS langllage. 'I.'he yoke 
of the Ellg1ish mm;t st.lll be borne. HIS policy must 
be to mgratiate, not offeud. In thiR view he spoke of 
nothmg less !han the extcrmwat,ion of the Dutch, of 
expelling the remnant of thom from Bengal. '1,10 

protect themselvcfl from the conseq llenC(~S of these 
threats the Dutch implored tho aid of the enemy 
",hom they had so gratuItously provoked. Clive 
behaved WIth great generosity. After t.he VIctory of 
Biderra he had responded to the submission of the 
Dutch by OrdeI'l:lg Forde to cease all hostilIties. He 
now proceed~d to Chinsurah and succeeded in effect~ 
iug an accommodation between the Dutch and the 
N uwab. rrhe terms of it bore the impress of the 
practical mind of a man who was resolved that an 
opportunity shonld never again be afforded to tM 
Dutch to wage war against the English in Bengal. 
For, whilst it oonfirmed all the trading privileges 
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previously accorded to the former, and gave them 

permission to maintain a hundred and twenty-five 

soldiers for 1,118 protectIon of theIr factories at Chin

sUI'ah, at Kasimbrizllr, at Patn{l, and at Bakshwar 

(Balasorp); 1t compf'llcd them to send away their 

squadron wIth thoso prHloncY's recently taken by the 

EnglIsh WllO wonld not sct've the conqueror, and 

with any remllant~ of tho lhscomfited host; to dls

chnrge all the native s01dif'l's whom U1CY had T'msed; 

and Lu agree never to carryon hostilItIes, to cnlist or 

introduce troops, or to erect fortIficatJOns in tho t hl'E'e 

provmccs. 
The other tf'l'Ins of the accommodatioll WIth the 

same people wero not loss satisfactory. rrlte Dutch 

agreed to disavow tho conduct, of their fleet, to 

acknowledge tlJ('mtlelvL's tIll' ag-gl'ol-1sors, and to pay 

ten lakhs of l'Up<>cs to cover all 10ssL's sllstamed by 
the English and the <>xpenses of the war. * 

The defeat of the Dutch and thmr consL'quent 

erasure from the hst of fightmg po wet's in Bengal 

formed a fitting cloRo to an admllllstration which had 

been a serioi'! of material trillmp11l'l Arrivmg in Bengal 

in December 175G, CliYe had begnn the ~(':Il' ''i:j7 by 

• The tra.nSd.ct.lOns rel'ol'ded III the tt'xt became the subje\:t of 
corrl'spondence and investIgatIOn III Europe. Aft<'r some pre
hnlinancs t.he EnglIsh anJ Dutch Governments nomm:tteil specia.l 
comrnissionus to mqulre iut.o the matter. The conclusIOn arrived 
'at was tha.t tho: Dutch local authorIbes had been the aggressors, 
and that the conduct of OlIve had hco:u mdorked by a pi uJence, a. 
judgment, and So generosity which entitled him to ulhlullhfied 
oommenda.tion. 
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recapturmg Calcutta. He had followed up this oon
quest by forcing the N u wab to loosen his hold on 
the possessions of the Company in Bengal. Noting 
then that the dedal'atlOn of war between -France and 
England would give the NUWllb an opportumty, for 
which even then he was hoping, of jOlUing with the 
French at Challdranagar to Rtl'lke again at Calcutta, 
he, suddenly and wIth very little warning, dealt a 
blow at the 1<'I'ench Willcll paralysed for ever all pos
sllnhty of action on their part in Bengal. Left, then, 
face to face with the IrrItated. NUWllU, he played hun 
as a 8kJlfil1 angler plays a well-hooked salmon. Now 
he gave him line, now he let him J'un wIth the stream, 
now he checked him; at last he gave hUll the butt, 
and thoroughly exhausted hIlll. The boy, Siraju'd 
daillah, had. Ilt)Vllr the smallest chance with the cool, 
calculating, un~crupulous craftsman who was bent on 
d.ethrollwg hun, I n due tune Plassey came, and on 
the seat w hlCh Plassey vacated Clive placed one of 
hiS own H1struments, a man whom he had thoroughly 
lookod over and bought. This man soon felt that in 
consentmg to act as an instrument in the hands of 
f;hve he had in very deed bartered hIS independence. 
He kicked, to no purpose, agamst his position. Cir
cumstances we~e too strong for hIm. In vain did he 
vow that never would he invoke the aid of the Eng
lish. In every great crisIS he was compelled to invoke 
that aid. To this man, weary, worn-out, disgusted with 
the mere pageantry-almost all that he possessed-of 
sovereignty, it at last occurred that acorn bination 
with 8noth<,1' European power would rid hIm of his 

L 21 
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Frankenstein. But one European power was available 
-the Dutch. A confidentIal exchange of ideas with 
that people soon made him aware that in them he 
would find willmg co·operators. It was a last, but 
not a desperate chancf'. The Dutch, acting secretly, 
could concentrate on the scene of action more ships, 
more men, than the English had available, and the 
Nuwab would join them the moment fortune should 
favour them with her first smile. The bargain was 
made. 'fhe Dutch performed thelr part of the com
pact: the Nuwab prepared hI8 army to carry out his 
part. But agam all was vain. T-he numbers of the 
Dutch, the secret hatred of the Nuwab, were shat
tered before tIle qualities of the man who, conscious 
that he had hIS enemies in his grasp. could so com
mand his feehngs that, whilst they stormed and 
intrigued without, ho could give his full attention to 
a game of WhIst wIthin. The calm sleep of Napoleon 
before AusterlItz, whIlst in spmt akin to, does not, 
in the self-command It betrays, surpass the rubber 
played by Clive before Biderra. AHer that VICtory 
Clive stood again face to face with the Nuwlib, but'· 
it was with a Nuwab who had lost every outside 
chance of re-asserting his independence, and whu was 
then and for ever afterwards his puppet. 

It was when this Beal had been set to his achieve
ments in Bengal that Clive felt he might safely take 
the repose which he so much needed. Up to that 
time he had turned a deaf ear to the orders of the 
Madras Government-which had only lent him to 
Bengal-to the insinuations conveyed by half-he~rted 
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support from the India Office, to the advice of candid 
friends. He had determmcd not to leave Bengal so 
long as there should remain any danger threatening 
the English settlement.. With the destru"ction of the 
aggressive power of the last of its European rivals 
all danger had disappeared. Clive felt then that he 
m~ght return to England to recruit the health which 
exposurr and unrernittmg attention to business of a 
most absorbing chal'acter had ImpaIred, and to enjoy 
a relaxatIOn from the cares and anxieties which for 
three years had occuPIed him incessantly. 

Before, however, ' he could leave Bengal, it was 
necessary that he should make efficient provision for 
the conduct of the c1Vil a.nd military affaIrs of the 
Presidency. WIth respect to the former, he was 
placed in a pOSItion of some embarrassment with 
respect to his ctwn colleagues. Four of these, Messrs. 
Holwell, Playdell, Sumner, and McGuire, had an~ 

nounced theIr mtention of retiring. Of the abilities 
of many of the others, especially of Messrs. Watts 
IiIond Warren HaRtings, ClIve has recorded his opinion. 
They, the t\vo mentioned especially, had served him 
with a zeal and an energy not to be surpassed. 
Mr. Watt,s in particular, had rendered very signa.l 
service. It is difficult to understand why these gent1e~ 
men were passed over, unless we are prepared to 
admit that the clalms of private friendship weighed 
more with Clive in this instance than the demands of 
the publio servioe. They were passed over, however, 
in fa.\"our .of Mr. Vansit.tart, of the Madras PrElSideney, 
Clive) '1intima.te and trusted frieno. The comparative 
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youth of Watts and Warren Hastings was alleged as 
the reason of their non-selection. It cannot fail to 
strike every candid mind that such a reason was the 
very last which should have been advanced, with 
reference to two men who had already dlRplayed very 
high qualIties in Bengal, by ~ man who had made hIS 
own mark before he was twenty-seven. The result 
proved, moreover, that on no ground was the super
sessIOn justifiable. Mr. Vanslttart was, I believe, a 
conscIentious English gentleman. But he dId not 
possess the force of character necessary to enable a 
man to enforce the polIcy which hIS lIlneI' conscience 
commended to hIm. The departure of ClIve let loose 
a deluge of passions which a strollg man only could 
control. V l:Lllslttal't was not It strong man. N ever
theless, on the recommendatl('1n 1)£ Clive, he was 
llomlllated to be his successor. * 

1'here remallled yet the appollltment of a successor 
10 the command of the army. For this post Chve 
had recommended Oolonel Forde. Forde had come 
out to India as a Major l1l the 39th Foot. His 
conversatlOll, hIS knowledge, the qualIties of firm
ness, of coolness and calmness in danger, the capa .. 
mty for command which he dIsplayed, had, at an 
earlier period, won the admIration of Clive. In the 
choice of officers for command Clive was ever above 
jealousy. He was too sensible that his own reputa
tlOn depended on the quality of the officers who served 
him. He always, therefore, endeavoured to procure 

• He aherwa.rds beoa.me one of Olive'. bitterest enemielll 
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the very best men. Although, therefore, Forde did 
liot accompany the force which left Madras in the 
.autumn of 1756 to recover Calcutta, Clive never lost 
sjght of 111m. When, then, just a yeal~Jater, Major 
Kilpatrick, commanding the Company's troops it) 
BE'ng-al, died, Clive had .urged that the appointment 
should he bestowed upon Major Forde. The proposal, 
made to the local authOrItH:'8 in MadraH, was acceded 
to; and Fordf', leaving the 8Dth, then under orders 
for En~lan(j, came round to Calcutta in April 1758, 
with the rank of LIeutenant-Colonel. In the Octobpf 
following Forde was despatehed wIth a force of five 
hundred Europeans and two thousand slpaMs to the 
Northern Sirk:l,rs to expel the Fr(lnch from those 
important dIstricts. 'rhe courage and condl1ct. he 
diRplayed, how he dl'fcated the Mal'qllls de Confians 
at the decHl,ivb hattle of Kondur, alia forced him to 
Rllrrenrler wit.h hiE! whole army, a superior force in 
EuropeanR, at Machhlipatanam, how he Ifud a firm 
fonnclatJOn for the replncement of French inflnence by 

.ErlgliRh influence at the Court of Haiclarabad, has 
been alread"y mentioned. His reward for these splendid. 
services had been dlsmisHal. 'l'he Court of Directors 
had not approved hIS nornmation to the command of 
their troops in. Bengal. Forde, thus unceremomollsly 
treated, made over to the next senior officer, a captain, 
the command of the force with which he had conquered 
for the Company a most valuable and important pro
vince, and came round, accompanied hy Captain Knox, 
to Bengal. How he arrived in the very nick of time, 
just at the moment when the Dutch were threatening 
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at Bide!Ta, and by the a.rrival of further l'6cruits. 
These augmentations and the raising of the strength 
of the native battalions to a thousand men,- i~sed • 
the European force at the disposal of Clive h. ~1~ 
more than a thousand; the native force to fi 
thousand. 

With thi.s force, before he could leave Bengal, it 
was necessary that he should make a demonstration. 
The bold attempt of the ~lltch, whilst it had engaged 
the secret sympathies of )f.ir J'arar, bad roused ftk& 
w;"" tl.!o cupidity of the Shahzadah. -This .yo'fbg 
prince, -not reconcji~d to the Oourt of DibIl, had, in 
the jungles of Bundelkhand, meditated si $Che~ 
wher.eby, in the, generai confusion -which would be 
caused by the success of the Dutch, he m~ght reap 
substantial advantage. Summoning, then, to his 
standard mos't of his old ~mpporters, and attracting 
others from the districts abollt him, he advanced 
towards the Karamnasa. rro check this advance and 
at tho same tIme to introduce to Mir J'afar the officer 
upon whom, after his own departurt', he could en
tirely depend, Olive ordered Call1aud to proceed with 
three hundred and fifty Europeans and a thousand 
sipahis to Murshid:ibad. Call1aud arrived at that 
capital on the 20th December, Clive On the 6th 
January following. The ceremony of the introduo
tion of the ne\v commander was followed by arrange
ments for the march to Patna. of his force and of the 

.. Ea.oh native battalion wa.s officered thus: one ca.pta.in, one 
Ael1~a.»t, ODIMlUIign, IUld four sergeants. 
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anny of the N uwab 'uuder his son Miran. Then 
ensued the leave-taking and the departure. The last 
sconf· '.1 ~tween Clive and the Nuwab whom he had 
c,"" Jd mu;t havo been painful to both. It was 

-,cause he was hi's creation that Olive liked Mir 
'afar. He believed that his. sentiments were recipro

cated, and though this, in tho sense felt by Olive, may 
be doubted, it was certainly a fact that Mir J'afar 
regarded Clive aR a towel' of strength upon which 
he could lean in any dIfficulty. He must have felt at 
ll-' t tl t h '. 1 h tOliS ~l!pi8!Pe rrJOI11All 111 0 was partInD' wltn t (3 

• t-

one Englishman upon whom he conla absolutely rely, 
who would support him agamst all other rivals awl 
opponents. lInd It been given to lnm to glance mto 
futurity he wonld have seen, inneed, t.hat in losing 
the Englishman who had made hIm, be was indeed 
lORIng the support without which he could not, stano. 
It waS well obRorved by one of his contlO'mporaries 
that when Clive left Bengal " it appeared as if the 
soul was departing from the body." It was more 
even than that. The spoils of Plassey had roused all 
the worst passions of Englishmen in India. When 
the victor of that battle and his friends were suc
ceeded by men who had had no share in those spoils, 
but who longed to reap on the same field, not only 
did it become clear that the soul had departed from 
the government, but that it.s place was occupied by 
passions of tbe meanest and most sordid character. 
This was the danger to be apprehended by Mir J'afar. 
In parting with Olive he was partmg with his truest 
supporter, he was preparing a welcome to men pre-
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part'd to despoil Bengal at his expense, j l. 
had despoilE'd it at the expense of Siraju'd daula •. 

At last even this painful leIwe-taking was acco, 
plished. On the 14th January, Olive returned to 
Calcutta. Staying there some six weeks to complete 
all the necessary arrangements, he made over the 
government ~o Mr. Holwell, pending the arrival in 
Madras of M~. V ansittart, and sailed for England on 
the 25th February. Shortly b("fore his departure he 
had stated to Vansittart, that WIth the arrival of the 
troops. then expected, and which bad since lan~~ _ 
!Jengal would ~ l' out of all danger but that of 
venality and corruption." Words most true, pro
phetic even in their truth 1 It was venality and 
corrupt,lOn, greed and lust for gold, which, in the 
few years following his departure, bronght irnmment 
dangt·r on th(> great, f:;tructnre he had bUIlt up, which 
once agnin mnrlo the very CXIAtence of the English 
Aet.t1ement d<>pendcnt on the fato of one decisive 
battl f' ! 

--------
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CHAPTER XIII. 

T~"E'. BRI£Wi~u QR Tflli: STORM. 

CLIVE returned to England in the autumn of 1760 a 
very rich man. He had received in presents from 
the Nuwab and in prize-money about three hundred 
thousand pounds. The annual income of the jaghir 
bestowed upon hIm by Mil' J'afar amounted, by his 
own admission, to twenty-seven thousand pounds; 
and he had still the comparatively small fortune 
acquired in Southern India. So circumstanced he 
was able to give free course to his ruling passions. 
Prominent amongst these was ambition. He had 
raised himself in India only to take a prominent 
position in England; and, in times of peace, t hig end 
could only be accomplished by entering Parliament. 

That during the long course of a voyage round the 
Cape, Clive must have deeply meditated as to the course 
he should follow to attain his ambitious aims may be 
accepted as certain. It is as certain, too, that he 
expected that the way would be made smooth to him 
by the conferring upon him a title which would adl!llit 
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~im t.o the Honse of Lords. But though (h. 

ception by his youthful sovereign was gratu) 
though the ministers and the Court of Di!'ectors wei 
loud in their professions to serve him,_ he did not 
immediately attain any honour. It is true that very 
SOOll after. hlS arrivalll1 ~ngland he was attacked by 
an illness which threatened to terminate his existence, 
and the recovery from which was long and painful, 
but the delay in accordmg to him some mark of th~ 

approval of the 9rown mtl1:lt be sought for on other 
grounds. There can be no doubt but that man"v [if 
bi@, t1I9~pat!'.be.5' fm.1]; 7nc1ia had giv~n' gr'eat offenoe at 

·t~e hdia Offic€', and it is probable that the latent 
jealousy ~f the Court combined with the indifference 
of the Mlnlstry to delay the conferring of any honour 
at all, and finally to cause it to take a sbape which 
would not entitle its possessor to a seat in the House 
of Lords. After a long delay ClIve was created an 
Irish peer. 

Some time before Clive had left Bengal he had 
transmltt.ed to the India Office a letter in which he 
had commented very freely upon their shortcomings. 
This despatch had roused the Ire of the Court of 
Directors to 8uch an extent that they had, after 
his departure, . rPllloved from office the members of 
CounCil who had joined him in signing it). But 
another letter, addressed by ClIve, in January 1759, 
not to the Court but to Mr. Pitt, then Secretary 
of State, had whetted still further the animosity of 
the former. In that very remarkable letter Clive 
bad foreshadowed the later results which would; 



LORD CLIVE. [1760. 

,nded, ac~rue from the collapse of native 
III Bengal-the acquisition by the English 

J. three large and important provinces. He had 
proceeded to contend that so large a sovereignty 
would be too ('xtenSlve for a m~rcantIle company, 
and, moreover, that a mercantile company, unless 
asslstf>d by the natIon, would be unable to maintain 
it. He had, therefore, suggested that the Crown 
should take npon Itself Hle responsibility of governing 
the new empIre, certain to accrue, in the natural 
pourse of eveTlts, to British hands. IT nfortunately, 
Mr. PItt was not in a 1Iu~~t~~l~n then to put" It to 
execution a plan, which foreshadowed the f~f leb"
complete measure which his gifted son subsequ:mtly 
carried out, and whICh receIVed Its full development 
exactly one hundred years subsequent to the date of 
Clive's proposal. f{'here are many hving who can 
remember the unwillingness with wIuch the Court of 
Directors of our own tune parted WIth the interests 
which they regarded as vested for ever in their body. 
The dIslIke, then, whICh their predecessors of a cen
tury earlier must have felt towards the man who, in 
advance of the age in which he lived, dared to make 
a similar proposition, may be easily conceived. 

The delay in bestowmg upon Clive 9, mark of the 
approval of the Crown was not the only mortification 
he experienced at this period. The Court of Directors 
showed their deep-rooted hostility by disputing his 
right to the jaghir bestowed upon him by YIr 
J'afar, and actually sent instructions to their Council 
at Calcutta to pay into the Company's treasury the 
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amount due as rental for the same, and to 
necessary steps to enable the Court to compel .. 
fundmg by Chve of the sums he had already receiVt"l, 
on account of It. ClIve resIsted tIus act ·of tyranny, 
and filed a bIll m Chancery agamst the Company. 
The matter was about to be carrIed to extreme . 
lengths, the most emment lawyel's of the day were 
engaged, when, before It could be brought to an 
Issue, the state of affau's m Bengal forced the hand 
of the Court. From bemg bItterly hostIle to the man 
who had gIven them theIr influence, they became 
suddenly hIs humble slaves. 

'1'0 understand how thIS came to pass It is neces· 
sary to enter somewhat more into detail. Clive had, 
at the general election of 1761, obtained a seat in 
the House of Commons. The Duke of Newcastle 
was pnme mIlllster, Pltt and Bute were secretaries of 
8tate. Hut Pltt almost ImmedIately resIgned, the 
followmg year the Duke of Newcastle followed his 
example, and Lord Bute tormed a new mmistry from 
which PItt and Newcastle were excluded. 1'0 this minis
try, and more especlally to the peace which It concluded 
in 1763,· Clive offered a determined opposition. He 
appears, at thIS tIme, to have attached himself per
'SJ?nallJ to George Grenville, and to have accepted him 
as his political leader . His opposItion to the ministry 
greatly strengthened the influence of the strong pa.tty 
opposed to him III the India Office, for the, 'le~der of 
~bat party" the Chairman of the Court',.Mr. Lawre~ 

,. The Peace of Paris. 
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. as a firm supporter of Lord Bute. The 
that lord's mmistry in 1763, and the conse

.. ent accession of Lord GrenvIlle to office, weakened, 
however, thf::l effect of that hostile allIance. 

It was in that year, prior to the fall of the Bute 
ministry, that Clive, bItterly resenting the manner in 
which the Court of Direct~rs had treated him, the 
contempt with which they had received his recom
mendations, especially those on behalf of Forde and 
hIS other compamons in arms who had been neglected, 
endeavoured to break down the power of Mr. Sulivan 
1J tl!v Ull:.)' !l~e:> b left open to him. It happened 
that the re-election of that gentleman and his friends 
to their offices depended upon the votes of the pro
prietors of East India stock. To turn those votes 
against Mr. Slllivan, ClIve left no means untried. 
He purchased stock to the value vf a hundred 
thousand pounds, and distributed it in parcels of a 
thousand pounds each amongst friends upon whom he 
could rely. But all was III yam. VICtorious at the 
meeting by a show of hands, Clive was -beaten at tho. 
poll. Secure, now, in his seat, Sulivan peJ'suaded his 
co1leagues to pass the measure which WOIlli!. have 
deprived Clive of the jagblr which had been bestowed 
upon him by Mir J'afar. 

It was when the contest which this extreme measure 
provoked was about to be transferred to the court 
of law, that ship after ship from IndIa conveyed the 

'\information that the edifice whICh Clive had erected 
i~"'Bengal was crumbling to the earth "Under the' 
aBete ~nd corrupt rule of the government which had 
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sucoeeded his own. Mir J'afar had been <H ... 

Mir Kasim had succeeded. Then followed, in tt 
succession, the arbitrary measures of the Beng" 
Government, the protest against them by -Mir Kasim, 
the unjust attack upon Patna replied to by the 
defeat of the attacking party-the first defeat sus
tained by the English in' the fie1d. The proprietors 
of East India stoc~ became seriously alarmed. The 
English interests in Bengal seemed to stand at the 
mercy of a prince flushed with vICtory, justly en
raged, and actua,ted by a secret longmg to rId Bengal 
for ever of the hated Islanders. Under the influence 
of alarm the public mmd of England always forms 
rapidly and acts vigorously. Instances are frequent 
in our own time of the promptness alike of the 
·',ought and the action. When the news reached 
England, in 1840, that Lord Gough had fought 
an mdeClslve battle with the Sikhs at Chilian
wala, Sir Charles Napier was withlll twenty-four 
hours on his way to supersede him. When General 
Amoll died on his way to Dihli in 1857, Sir Colin 
Campbell was despatched with equal promptitude to 
take his place. When Lord Elgin died in 1863, at 
the moment when our troops were waging a bloody 
'far with the tribes bordermg the Panjab, publio 
instinct pointed to Sir John Lawrence as the one 
man alone whose presence on the spot would domi .. 
nate every difficulty. So it has almost always been. 
With the exception of the period of the war of 
American independence, England has always pos
$~ • the man fitted to cope with a p&rticuiar 
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.4JY, and the sound instinct of the people 
nsisted on the employment of that partIcular 

.ttn. That instmct was alive at the perlOd of 
which I aln writing. No sooner had ship after 
ship brought to England the account of the succes
SlVe declenslOns of prosperity in Bengal of whICh I 
have made mentlOn, culminatIng m the prospect of an 
immediate destructlOn of EnglIsh. lllterests in that 
quarter, than. the instincts of the holders of stock, 
the ll1stmcts of members of Parliament, the mstincts 
of the people pointed to the man who had laId the 
foundation stone of the threatened edIfice as the one 
mdn who could save it. The actlOn was as prompt 
as it has been m more modern tImes. The pro
prietors of stock met in full court, and msisted that 
Clive should be mVlted to return to the scene of hIS 
triumphs. They inSIsted, moreover, that he should 
return thlther WIth full powers, pot merely as 
presIdent of a Council whICh mIght thwart and 
impede him, hut as Governor-General and Com
mander-in-Chief of all the Company's possessions I~ 
India. They insisted, moreover, that th'3 petty per
secutIOn instituted against their bero at the insti
gatIOn of Mr. Sulivan should cease, and that the 
jaghfr should be restored without caVIl, without 
after-thought, but fully, completely, absolutely. 

It was a proud moment for ClIve when the men 
who had rejected him for Sulivan, the real actor 
who had gained for them all the consideration they 
possessed for the very common clay which had nearly 
lost it for them, came to his feet to urge him, to 
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implore him to save them - to impose h,. 

terms, only to save them. He was not very eager '''. 
comply. He had had some experience during the past 
four years of the value placed by politicians upon 
soldiers. He had seen how they were used as efficient 
tools and then cast aSIde as old iron. He had seen it 
in the instance of Forde, the conqueror of the Northern 
Sirkars, and of Call1aud, who had succeeded himself 
in command of the army; h~ had seen it in his own 
person. He had had many dIsenchantments. He had 
felt how great services go for little the moment the 
performer of them" becomes no longer necessary. 
Much, then, as the patriotic feelIng wIthin him urged 
him to accept the proffered position, as much did the 
deep dIstrust he felt of the India Office prompt him 
to refuse It. 

After deep consideratIOn the nobler feeling pre
vaIled, and Clive consented to proceed to Bengal as 
Governor-GcllPral anel Commander-in-Chief, but upon 
two conditIonR The first of these was that the Court 
of Directors should accede to hIS proposal regarding 
the jaghlr; the second that Mr. Sulivan should be 
removed from the office of Chairman of the Court of 
Directors. After some discussion and great oppo
sitIOn on the part of the Court of Dlrectors these 
terms were acceded to. Mr. Rous succeeded Mr. 
Sulivan as ChaIrman, and the proposal made by Clive 
regarding the jaghir, to the effect that whilst it 
should still remam in the hands of the Company 
his right of pOJ:lsession should be confirmed for ten 
years, was acoepted with enthusiasm. On the other 

1. 22 
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.J.ough Clive was invested with the powers of 
"ernor, President in Council, and Commander-in

Chief in Bengal, the absolute powers which had been 
claimed for' him were, to a certain extent, restricted 
by the nomination of four gentlemen to form with 
him a select committee au~horisod to act in Bengal 
on their own authority, whenever they might deem 
it expedient, wIthout consulting the Council, which, 
in effect, was superseded. These arrangements and 
others of a lesser importance having been concluded, 
Clive sailed for Bengal on the 4th June 1764. 

Whilst he is making the tedious voyage to Benga-l 
I propose to glance at the events which had combined 
to force upon the people of Euglund a sense of the 
neceSSIty of his return. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

THE RUI,E OF CORRUPTION. 

I CANNO'!' too often repeat that, before Clive had left 
Calcutta in 1759, he had written to his successor, 
Mr. Vansittart, a letter which contained these words: 
"The expected reinforcements will, in my opmion, 
put Bengal ont of all danger but that of venality and 
corruption." The reinforcements did arrive, but the 
spirit of venality and corruption followed them. It 
was the indulgence in those two vices which shook 
the English power in Bengal to its foundation. 

Mr. Vansittart was himself in many respects a not 
unworthy representative of the British power in the 
East .. His ideas were true, his instincts were sound, 
his wish to do the right thing was incontestable. 
Where he failed was in force of character. He could 
not impress his will upon others. With but a casting 
vote in Council, and at. a critical period disagreeing 
with the I-n.ajority of that Council, he wa.s, when the 

2~ 
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• dlS came, powerless. The communication with 
,gland was so long and so uncertain that the diffe

rences between himself and his colleagues could not 
be settled by an appea,} to that country. Resignation 
would only strengthen the hands of his enemies. 
Under similar circumstances a Clive would probably 
have suspended his colleagues and seized the rems of 
power. But Vansittart possessed neither the strength 
of will nor the commanding influence which only 
would have justified such a course of action. Well. 
meanmg, but overborne by men guided by "corruption 
and venality," he remained a passive spectator of evils 
which he could not prevent. 

At the outset of b1S career in Bengal this was not 
so He hart for his colleagues, then, men who had 
served under Clive and who, though mort1fied by the 
nomination of a stranger from Madras to a post for 
whlCh each one of them considered hllllsclf peculrarly 
fitted, were still unprepared to offer hun a factious 
oppositIOn. Thus he had at his SI(]e Mr. Holwell, 
one of the survivors of the Black Hole tragedy, and 
who had acted as GovernOl' in the short interval which 
had elapsed between the departure of Clive and his 
own arrival, Mr. Amyatt, Mr. Playllell, Mr. Sumner, 
Mr. McGUlre and Major Cmllaud. 

Bflfore, however, Mr. Vansittart had taken· up his 
office events of the gravest character had happened. 
With Mr. Holwell as acting President, and under the 
able leading of Major Caillaud and Captam Knox, 
the war agamst the Shahzadah-become by his father's 
death Emperor-was being successfully prosecuted, 
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when, in the course of it, a circumstance ber~ 
was the immediate cause of all the complication~ ~ 
followed. 

This event was the death of Mlran, son and declared 
successor of Mir J'afar. On the 2nd July 1760 Miran. 
campa]gning with Major {Jaillaud, was struck dead by 
lightning. In itself his death was a relief; Miran 
possessed almost all the vices which disgrace human 
nature. He has been descrIbed as being rash without 
courage, cruel and suspicious without cause, false and 
treacherous without an object, avariciou~ without 
economy, and extra"agant without liberality, sensual 
in the lowest sense of sensuality, and extravagant 
without taste. The dlsappearance from the scene of 
snch a character, heIr 1K> a quasi-throne, could not be 
other than an unmixed advantage. But his death 
ralsed the queb'tion of his successor. Who was that 
successor to be? Mir J'afar was old, older even than 
his years, his health and strength were visibly declin
ing; the eldest of h]s remaining sons had but just 
at.tlrinod the age of thirteen. It HI a proof of the 
ellormous il1fluence which the battle of Plassey and 
its consequences had acquired for the English that the 
arrangements whICh the death of the heir to the 
Subahdari of ~engal, Bihar, and Orlsa had rendered 
necessary rested, by general consent, in the Calcutta 
Council. 

That Council had come to no decision when Mr. 
Vansittart, three weeks after the death of Miran, 
arrived to take up his office. 'rhe gravity of the 
crisis so impressed him that he at once summoned 
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Major-just become Colonel-Caillaud from the arlliy, 
to 8,ssist at the deliberations which were to follow his 
~iva1. 

Major CaiJlaud possessed great experience in war, 
strong common sense, and great decision of character. 
His experience, founded on the llegotiations which he 
had only recently been carrying on with the Mughul, 
had satisfied him that the course hitherto pursued 
by the English in treating the Nuwab of the three 
provinces as a quasi-independent prince, was an emi
nently falAe course; that opportunity should be taken 
of the doath of Miran to reduce the Nuwab to his 
proper position-that of governor subordinate to the 
Cuurt of DihH; that he should be forced to discharge 
his rabble army, and that the English Government 
should enter into direct communication WIth the 
Mughul as Di wan of the provinces. ,This opinion, 
which was also the opinion of Mr. Holwell, had 
considerable weight in the Council. Had it pre
vailed, the complications which followed might have 
been avoided. But just as the discussion upon, it 
was tending to a favourable conclusion\ there ap
peared upon the scene an envoy from the Court of 
Murshidtibad, who, appealing to two passions, cupidity 
and ambition, managed to dIvert the favourable 
course of thought to another channel, and to procure 
a decision highly favourable to himself-and to the 
members of Council. 

This agent was no other than Mir Muhammad 
Ktisim Khan, commonly called Mir Kasim Khan, Bon. 
in-law of the N uwab. The death of Miran had maqe 
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Mfr Kasim the most prominent person ip ~,: t~ 

provinces. He was forty years of age, clever, 8.~
tious, unscrupulous, far-sighted, a lover of his co~ 
try, and possessmg a keen sellse of its r~quirements. 
He hated the English-and he hated them with 
reason. Th€l battle of Plassey and its consequences 
had made them masters of the provinces his ancestors 
had gained for the Mughul. Every step taken by 
Mir J'afar had tended to increase their hold upon the 
country. From the yoke they had imposed Mir J'a£ar 
was unable to shake himself free. But Mir Kasim 
felt within him the -power to create a spirit which 
should counterbalance that pernicious influence. He 
only wanted the opportunity. The death of Miran 
Jave him that opportunity. It was not yet too late. 
He proceeded then to CalCutta with the secret 
resolve to buy. from the Calcutta Council, at their 
own price, the Subahdari of Bengal, Bihar, and 
Orisa I 

He bought it. After many discussions the Council, 
~n the 27th September 1760, signed a treaty trans
ferring all .the real power in Murshida,bad to MIr 
Kasim for the following principal considerations: 
1st, that the districts of Bardhwan, Midnapur, and 
Chatgaon (Chittagong) should be granted, by sanads, 
to the English·; that certain advantages in Silhat 
should be conceded to them; that the jewels of Mil' 
J'afar should be redeemed by cash payment; that the 
following sums should be paid, as presents, viz. to 
Mr. Vansittart five hundred thousand rupees; to Mr. 
Holwell, two hundred and seventy thousand; to 
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Messrs. Sumner and McGuire,*' each, two hundred 
and fifty-five thousand; to Colonel Caillaud, two 
hundred thousand; to Mr. Culling Smith and to 
Captain YoyJ.6:C, one hundred and thirty-four thousand 
each. Three days after the sIgnature of the treaty 
Mir KasIm Bet out for MurshIdabad. Two days later 
Mr. Vansittart followed hIm: A week or two later 
Mir J'afar was on his way to Calcutta as a pensIOner, 
and Mir Kasim reigned m his stead. ThIs was a 
revolution, and revolutIOns rarely calm the passions. 
This one, in particular, had had the effect of con
firming the VIew, mtroduced by the corrupt transac
tions wIth Mir J' afar previous to Plassey, that the 
special use of a Subahcl{tr of thc three provinces was 
to supply the members of the Calcutta. Council wIth 
private funds as they mIght reqUlre them.t A CIr
cumstance came, shortly after the transactIOn with 
Mir Kasim, to prove the truth of this theory. In a 
previous chaptert 1 have mentioned how ClIve and 
his CounCIl had commented most strongly, m a 
letter, dated 29th December 1759, on the condJwt 
of the Court of Directors. The reply to this remon
stra,nce had been a letter, dated 21st January 1761, 
dismissing from the service Messrs. Holwell, Playdell, 

------------ ------ ----

.. The members of Councll mentwned In' a prevwus page, 
Messrs. Amyatt and Play dell , had been nommated to other 
appointments. Mr. Amyatt subsequently, however, returned to 
Calcutta. 

t This was the view stated a little later by Mr. Scrafton, a 
very able man, who took a conslderable part III the negotiatlOns 
immedIately precedmg and followmg Plassey. 

~ Page 331. 
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Sumner, a.nd McGUIre. Before thu:l despatc1, how-
; 

ever, reached Calcutta, Mr. Holwell had resigned. 
The three other gentlemen were now removeCl. 
Others, Mr. ElliR, a man of very violeni: temper, Mr. 
Smyth, Mr.Verelst., and Mr.Wal'ren Hastings, filled the 
vacanCIes. By this change the party in opposItion to 
Mr. VansIttart obtained' the majority in the Council. 
Indeed, from this time, It was they who ruled, Mr. 
Vansittart being supported only by Mr. Warren 
HastIngs. 

Meanwlllie Mir Ktt.Riru had begun to put in practICe 
the pohcy by whIch. he hoped to secure practical In
dependence for the country he had been called upon 
to administer. Tht' war in which he, as an ally of 
the Enghsh, found Imnself engaged with the Em
peror was brought to a concluSIOn In ,J une 1761. No 
sooner had hIs. terrItories been evacuated alike by the 
supporterA of the imperIal authOrIty and by the Eng
lish, than Mil' KasIm took the first step in his long
medItated project. rrhis was to remove from power 
all- the subordmate governors who had shown eIther 
partIality to the EnglIsh or hostIlity to himself. The 
reasons he put forward for the removal were of a less 
political character. The men removed were said to 
have embezzled State moneys, to have taken bribes, to 
have misgover~ed. TheIr places were filled by men of 
character and ability devoted to the new Nuwub. To 
be further away from the survClllance which the Eng
lish had exerClsed over Mil' J'afar at MurshidaM.d, 
Mir Kasim then removed his capital to Munger (Mon
ghyr), three hundred and seventv miles bv the river 
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route from Calcutta, and containing a strong fortress. 
He proceeded at once to add to the strength of this 
place. Next, by the exercise of strict economy, and 
by compelling the plunderers of the State to disgorge, 
he paid off hIS monetary obhgations to the Enghsh
thus aVOIding the rock on which the fortunes of Mir 
J'afar had been wrecked. He then turned his atten
tion to his army. Disbandmg the irregular infantry 
corps of his predecessors, he re-formed them on a 
European model. To tram them he enlisted adven
turers-Frenchmen, Germans, Armenians, even Eng
lish, wherever he could find tham-men who had 
heen soldiers. Conspicuous amongst these were the 
Alsatian, Reinhard, better known later as HaIDrU. or 
Sombre, and the Armenians, Markar and Aratoon. 
By the exertion of these men, animated by his own 
constant supervision, Mir Kasim, by the, end of 1762, 
had on foot, ready for actIOn, armed and trained on 
the European prmciple, a force of twenty-five thou
sand infa'fltry and a regiment of excellent artillery. 
Provident in all thmgs, he had, in the meanwhiw, 
built a founnry for casting cannon, and from this his 
workmen were able to turn out guns equal to any 
which could be brought against hun. These mea
sures, and another which he brought, to a high degree 
of perfection-the reform of his revenue system-were 
inspired by but one motIve, dIstrust of the English. 
Good reaaon had he for that distrust. The two 
'f"ices, regarding which Chve had declared to Mr. 
Vansittart that they constituted the only danger to 
English rule in Bengal, reigned supreme in the re-
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modelled Caloutta 1I0unoil. In vain did Mr. Van
sittart and Mr. Hastings plead for statesmanl~ke 

action. Their colleagues had but one thought--£i)
enrich themselves. To hasten this censummation 
they encouraged the abuse of the rule by which an 
English pass secured for country goods immunity 
from taxation. rrhis aouse led to confusion of the 
worst character, and to the ruin of the Nuwab's 
subjects. European passes were openly sold; in 
course of tlme, they were forged. The evil rose at 
last to such a head that it had become impossIble 
to test the genui~eness of any pass. The result 
was that the honest native traders were ruined and 
the revenues of the N uwab suffered. In vain did 
Mir Kasim represent the evils to the Calcutta Council. 
For a long time the majority refused to listen; and 
it was only whtln they were weaned by the repeated 
appeals supported by two of their colleagues whose 
dissentient reasons would certamly find a hearing in 
England, that they delegated full powers to Mr Van
sittart, then about to proceed to Munger, to settle the 
question on.ce and for ever. 

'rhe interview between Vansittart and MIr Kasim 
took place III January 1763. When two men armed 
with full powers, each anxious to arrive at a conclu
sion, meet to >discuss its terms, a satisfactory com
promise IS almost' al ways the result. Vansittart, it is 
true, found the N u wab smarting under the .sense of 
the real injuries which he and his people were suffer
ing from the greed of the English, and in no mood to 
give way. He persuaded him-with great difficulty, 
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howev2r-to agree t.o a compromise on terms still 
vel'y advantageous to the English. These were that 
whilst the servants of the Oompany should be allowed 
to carryon tbe inland private trade, on payment of a 
fixed duty of nine per cent. on all goods, the native 
traderR should pay twenty-fiv~ pOl' cent.; further that 
no passes should be valld unless they were signed by the 
Oompany's agent. In agreemg, very unwillingly, to 
these terms, Mil' Kt1sim expressed hIS opimon that 
the English woulJ not observe them; but that, even 
If they dId, tbey would not, remedy the evils com
plained of. He declared hImself ready, however, to 
give the scheme a fair trial, but he warned Vanslttart 
that if it should not succeed he would abolish all 
duties and throw the trade open. 

Mr. Vansittart h.'ld made the compromise, a most 
favourable compromIse for English :::nterests; the 
Oalcutta Oouncil rejected it. Oareless of the publIc 
interest, of conseqnences, greedy only of gam, regard
ing the NUWlib and the natives as a race born to be 
swindled for theIr advantage, they inSIsted that the, 
EnglIsh prIvate trade should be subjected'io no duty 
what.ever, t,he trade m salt alone excepted, and on 
this they were ready to agre<.> to a duty of two and a 
half per cent. They would not hsten ,to any altera
tion of these terms, and they expressed their opinions 
in a manner natural to men whose instincts were solely 
money-making. 

The Nuwab, meanwhile, trusting to the formal 
~mgagements he had entered into with Mr. Vansittart
engagements signed, sealed, and delivered-had issued 
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orders for their being carried out at once. ~ then 
started on an expedition to NipaJ. He retur~ ~ 
month later, unsuccessful from that raId, only to find 
that Vansittart's agrf'ement had been disallowed, and 
that the members of the Oalcutta Council were bent 
upon making the last state of things worse than the 
first. His mind wa,s made up on the spot. He at 
once issueu a mandate abohshing all duties whatever, 
and establishing free trade throughout his dommions. 

This bold and prudent measure-for, even if judged 
by the result, personal rum was preferaple to the 
lingering torture tcf whIch the policy of the Calcutta 
CouncIl Rllbjected hIm-roused all the worst passions 
of the corrupt clIque In the BrItIsh capital. Thoy 
declarod that the N uwub had not the power to issue 
laws affectmg their tradt', and that tbe edJCt establish. 
ing free trade was a dIstmct decl.tration of war. 
Yieldmg, however, for the moment, to the strong 
representatIOns of Messrs. Vanslttart and Hastmgs, 
they despatched two of their members, Messrs. Hay 
and Amyatt, to Munger, to reason with the Nuwab. 
These gentiemen arrived safely at his capItal. rrhey 
found hun determmed not to yield on the subject of 
free trade, convlllced thftt tho English intended to 
drive lInn to ~xtremlties. How far they might have 
succeeded in persuading hun to abate hIS pretensions, 
had the Council been coutent to leave the nego
tiations m their hands, may never be known. But 
whilst they were reasoning at Munger, Mr. Ellis, the 
most violent of the senior servants of the Company, 
and who had been appointed to t.hA h.genoy at 
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BankIpur, was making open preparations to attack 
th~ Nllwab's city of Patm1. The Nuwtib still tried to 
a.vert hostiliFies. He detained at Munger a fleet of 
boats containing ammunitions of war intended for the 
force at Banklpur, and he begged the Oalcutta Council 
to remove the English force·from that place to Mun
ger, where it would be powerlesB for mischief. The 
Calcutta CounCll refused, and, bent on war, directed 
Messrs. Amyatt and Hay to leave Munger, notifying 
a.t the saUlI:l time' to Ellis the order they had given to 
that effect. 'rhis action precipitated the crisis. Ellis, 
believing that .A.myatt and Hay had left Munger, and 
aware that the Nliwa,b's troops were on their way to 
reinforce the garrIson of Patlllt, directed the troops 
at his disposal, commanded by Colonel Carstairs, to 
surprise that city. Carstairs made the attempt on 
the 23rd June, was momentarily successful, and 
allowed his troops to disperse for drink and plundf'r. 
Whilst they were thus dIspersed the reinforcements 
sent by the Nl1 wab arrived, retook the city, and then 
besieged the English in their turn at Bankipur. ,Pressed 
hard, the English attempted (29th June) to escape by 
night into .A.wadh (Oudh). But meanwhile other 
detachment~ of the Nuwab's troops had occupied 
their line of retreat. Pursued by the men who had 
besieged them they were thus placed between two 
fires. By both these parties they were, on the 1st 
,July, attacked and completely defeated.' It was only, 
however, &.fter Colonel Carstairs, several officers, and 
many of their men had been killed, that the survivol'S 
laid down th~ir arms and surrendered at discretiOli. 
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Amongst the prisoners was the most pr~n~nt 
author of the war, Mr. Ellis. 

The attack upon Patna and its results had the 
effect of clearing the position. Thenceforth it was 8 

war to the death between the Nuwab and the English. 
The former, in a letter of remarkable ability addressed 
to the Calcutta Council, reminded t,hem of the provo
cation they had given him, of the promises they had 
broken, and called upon them to return to him the 
three districts whose resources they had misused, and 
to make compensation for the violence and oppression 
they had carried one III his territories. The English 
replied in a manner which had at least the merit of 
being thorough. The Government, which had been 
bribed by Mir K:isim to depose Mir J'afar, now 
accepted other brIbes from Mil' J'afar to remstate 
him at the expense of Mir Kasim. Having concluded 
an arrangement with the former, they declared war 
against the latter, and, in a proclamation, invited all 
the people of the three provinces to return to their 

,allegiance to their reinstated master. At the same 
time they put their army in motion against M:fr 
Klisim. 

Fortunately for the English, their army, though 
small in numb~rs, was led by a consummate soldier. 
It is not too much to say that never has the Brit,~sh 
army produced a soldier more capable in all respects 
than Major John Adams. He could plan a campaign 
and lead an army in a manner not to be surpassed. 
The officers who surrounded him were all men who 
had won their spurs. Knox, distinguished in the' 
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camp9,ign of the Northern Sirkars and a\ Biderra ; 
~orke, shot through both thighs at Machhl~atanam ; 
Irving, Moran, and Glenn, were all men worthy of 
their leader. ' It was well that thAy were so, for the 
campaign upon whICh they were about to onter would 
try all theIr energies. WIth a force at the outset 
smaller, and never very much larger, than that which 
fought at Pla'1Rey, 'they would have to confeollt an 
army of tramed Holdwl's led by meu devoted to thmr 
cll1efs, find umteu by the Land of hatred to the 
foreigner. 

I t IS not necessary to gl ve III tIllS place a detailed 
account of the campaign that followed. It wIll 
suffice to say that never had Indll1u troops fought 
so well before, never have they fought better SUlce. 
But theIr efforts, supreme as thoy were, wero shat
tered agamst BrItIsh determinatlOlf and BrItIsh 
leading. On the 17th July a very large body of Mil' 
KlLslln's Irregular troops hurled themRelves III vam 
agaiTlst a small detachment of uatIVe infantry and 
IiJuropeall artIllery, led by LIeutenant Glenn, all the 
banb, of the A.'Jl. Almost YlCtorlOlls, tht'y were in 
the end repulsed. 'l\vo days btm' t,he Nuwub's main 
army was defeated, after a most oust-mate battle, by 
Miijor John A.dams, near Katwlt. Here vlCtory long 
hovered between the two al'lmes; at one tllne It 
seemed wlthll1 the grasp of the troops of the N llwab, 
and had the horsemeu who had been repulsed on the 
A'ji, on the 17th, not refused to act, they might have 
gamed It. As it was, the battle was IOllg doubtful~ 
and was only deCIded III the end by the opportune 
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death of the enemy's leader. On the 24th, Mu~d. 
aM,d was oocupied by Mir J'afar, and on the 2M 
August another obstmate, and for long a very 
doubtful, battle was fought between the ~ival parties 
on the field of Gheriah. Here, too, victory, for a 
long time seemed to splile on Mir Kasim. His 
troops broke the right wing of the English, and 
threw their centre mto disorder. Had the blow been 
vigorously followed up the EnglIsh force must have 
been destroyed. But the success of the English on 
the right, and the failure of the enemy to employ to 
the greatest profit ~ decisive moment, changed the 
fortunes of tho day. Mir Kaslm's army fell back 
beaten, but not destroyed. 'rhe game was not yet 
lost. '1'0 reach Munger the English had to traverse 
the defiles and lnll ranges of Rajmahal. These had 
been strongly fortified. At one of these passes, 
U 'ndwa N t1Ja, , a pass of enormous strength, Mir 
Kaslm had posted the flower of Ius army. Here, he 
thought, was a barrier strong enough to keep even 
the English at bay. 

For about 11 month It did so keep them at bay. So 
unassaIlable was the positIOn that Major Adams dared 
not attack It till he had placed his two heavy guns in 
battery against ,it. Even then success seemed im
possible. On the early morn of the 5th Septem1lf!r, 
however, in consequence of information received from 
a deserter, he attempted to storm the position. He 
succeeded: the enemy were surprised and destroyed. 
The annals of war do nnt record a more decisive 
victory than that of U'ndwa Naill.. 

I. 23 
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Thenceforth opposition in the field ceased. Pres~ 

sing forward, the English leader traversed the Raj
mahal hills" occupied Munger without resistance, 
captnred Patml on the 6th November, and forced Mir 
Ka,sim to throw himself upon the protection of the 
Nuwab-Vazir of Awadh (Ouah). 

This brillIant campaign accomplished all, and more 
than all, the objects of the Calcutta Council. It 
expelled Mir Kasim, it reinstated Mir J'afar-as their 
slave. 

Mir Kasim, however, had not wholly renounced all 
hope of recovering hIs position.' Presenting himself 
to the Emperor, Shah A'lam, and to the Nuwab-Vazlr, 
Shuja'u'd daulah, at Allahabad, he entered into an. 
agreement with those two high authorities, in vIrtue 
of which they, in consideration of hIS reducing with 
hiR troops the revolted Raja of Bundelkhand, bound 
themselves to ald him with all their forces against 
the English. Mir Kasim easily overran Bundelkhand. 
The Emperor and the Nuwab·Vazir then kept their 
word. r:J..1he united forces of the three contracting 
parties crossed the Ganges and advanced towards 
Patna. They arrived within sIght of that city on the 
23rd April. But an English army, commanded by 
Major Carnac, was occupying a strongly entrenched 
po*ion in front of it. For more than a week the. 
allies reconnoitred this position. On the 3rd May they 
attacked it. They were successful at one point, but 
the misconduct of the troops on another part of the 
field neutralised that success, and they fell back on 
Baksar. ~ere, on the 23rd of Ootober following, 
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they were attacked and completely defeated by~ 
English force under Major, afterwards Sir Hector, 
Munro. The war was prolonged till August 1765, 
and was then terminated by a treaty which virtually 
advanced the English frontier as far as Allahabad. 
Just three months before. this treaty had been con
cluded Lord Clive had returned to Calcutta. To 
him, then, I propose now to return. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

SECOND AJJfIN1S'fRA 1'ION.-INTERNAJ.. 

OLI\ E reached Calcptta on the 3rd May 1765. At 
MadrRs, where he ,)touched on the lOth April, h~ 
received despatches ~iving him the latest intelligence 
of the events passling in Bengal. From these he 
learned that Mir 1\{asim had been expelled from 
Bengal, and his SllRPorters had been subdued; that 
Mir J'afar was dea~, and that the Emperor and the 
Nuwab-Vazir had ~mplored the forbearance of the 
English. Clive a.V~~led himself of the d~ys of leism'e 
assured to him by t e voyage between the roadstead 
of Madras al?-d the I ugH to consider the terms upon 
which to insist w~en concluding the treaty then 
clearly looming in fhe future. ' 

Accompanying tqe new Governor and Commander
in-Chief were two' gentlemen, Mr. Sykes and Mr. 
Sumner-two of the members" of a select committee 
of which he was ,the ruling spirit, and which was 

i 

... The ot~ er me1ll1er, were General Carnac and Mr. Verelst. 
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to supersede in India the authority of the Presi4ent 
and Council-and several officers required to fill '~p 
vacancies in the military establishment, a plan for 
the remodelling of which had, prior to· his depar
ture from England, .received the general approval of. 
the Court of Directors .. To carry out this scheme 
he directed his immediate attention. Three days 
after his arrival he appointed Brigadier-General 
earnae to be colonel of infantry and commander-in
chief of the local forces. He directed that, as soon 
as circumstances would permit, the European infantry 
should be divided ifl.to three battalions; that Lieu
tenant-Colonels Smith and Barker, who had aCCOll

.panied him from England, should be colonels of the 
two remaming regiments of infantry; that the three 
lieutenant-colonelcies. should be given to Sir R. 
Fletcher, Major' Peach, and Major Chapman; that 
two out of the three vacant majoritIes should be 
conferred upon Major Champion and Major Stibbert 
-the third to be left open for the present; that 
Major Jennings shoulJ be confirmed in command of 
the artillery.' 

But it was the remodelling of the ciVIl, rather than 
of the mIlitary, serVJCe, wbich claimed the earnest 
attention of LOld ClIve almost from the very bour 
of his return. The very day of his landing he wrote 
to General Carnac to tell him how he had been im
pressed by the extent to which the English name 
had sunk in Calcutta; how the Members of Council 
had taken immense sums as gratifications, and were 
so shameless as to own it publioly. In tnE\same lettel' 
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he declared in the most solemn manner that he had 
come out with a mind superior to all corruption, and 
that he w~s determined to destroy the great and 
growing evil or perish in the attempt. 

An occasion was at hand which demanded the 
putting in practice of this re;;olve. 

Four months before Lord Clive's return, Mif J'afar, 
harassed by unceasing demands for money on the 
part of the Calcutta Council, and beset by difficulties 
which, even if he had had the spirit and energy, he had 
not the means, to overcome, had sunk into an un
honoured grave. The compact made with the English 
by this unhappy man before Plassey had brought him 
only shame and trouble; the compact made with th~ 
same nation on the eve of the campaign against Mfr 
Kasim bad covered himself ane. hIS office with ruin 
and disgrace. The Subahdar of Benga], Bihar and 
Odsa bad, before the allIance with the foreigner, been 
one of the most powerful supports of the Mughul 
Empire. Alliance with the English had, in seven years, 
made the same high official, politically, an abjeot 
thing at which to point the finger, commercially" a 
banker for the Company's servants, who could draw 
upon him as often and to as great an amount as they 
pleased."· 

But Mir J'afar was dead; it was necessary, politi
cally, for the sake of appearances, personally and 
commercially for the sake of those who wished to dip 
their hands still deeper into the large bank of state 

• Mr. Scrl\fton's letters. 
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revenues, that he should have a successor. 'There 
were two candidates for the office, one a son of 
Miran, and therefore grandson of the late N u wab ; -
the other Nujmu'd dau]ah, eldest s~rviving, but 
illegitimate, son of the deceased Mir J'afar. 

The selection rested ;tctually with the members of 
the Calcutta Council. These consisted of Mr. Spencer, 
who had, the preceding year, succeeded Mr. Van. 
sittart in the presidential chair, Messrs. Johnstone, 
Senior, Middleton, Leycester, Playdell, Burdett, and 
Gray. But one thought pervaded the minds of these 
gentlemen, and tlutt thought was how to make the 
hest bargain-for themselves-from the transaction. 
Their predecessors in the offices they held had profited 
largely by the substitutjon of Mir J'afar for Siraju'd 
daulah, of Mir Kaaim for Mil' J" afar, again of Mir 
J'afar for Mil' Kasim. It was unreasonable, then, to 
expect that they should forego the opportunity of 
making an equal profit by the selection of a successor 
to Mir J'afar. 

Of the two candidates, one, the grandson of the 
deceased, was only six years old; the other, the son, 
was eighteen. As Mr. Mill finely points out, the one 
was of an age to give presents; the other was a minor, 
whose revenues would have to be accounted for . • 

There can be little doubt but that this consideration 
decided the choice of the Calcutta Council. They, 
resolved, after due consideration, to negotiate with 
the son, Nujmu'd daulah. They came to this decision 
in the face of an ,offer made them by the Emperor to 
confer the Subahdari of the three provillces upon the 
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Company, in other words, to supersede the whole 
family of Mir J'afar in its favour. Notwithstanding 

"the fact that this arrangement would have been very 
beneficial alike to the Company-as it proved when 
carried out subsequently-and to the natives, for they 
would have been plundered. by one master instead 
of by two, it would not have profited the private 
interests of the members of Council. It was there
fore rejected, and negotiations were entered into with 
Nujmu'd daulah. 

The negotiations wlth Mil' J'afar in 1757 had been 
carried on by means of a Bengali, Amichand, who 
had been chea.ted out of his reward. The art of 
negotiating corrupt bargains had in tho interval made 
considerable progress, and in 1765 Enghshmen were 
proved adepts at it. On the occaSIOn of which I am 
writing Mr. Gideon Johnstone, brother of one of the 
members of Council, conducted the more or less 
delicate bargain. The agent on the other side was 
Muhammad Riza Khan, a Muhammadan gentlemen, 
very clever and very unscrupulous. These two nego-" 
tiators, each worthy of the other, arranged that the 
Bum to be paId by Nujmu'd daulah for the empty 
right to be called Subahdar should be twenty lakhs of 
rupees; that of thIS sum Mr. Spencer should receive 
200,000 rupees; Mr. Johnstone 237,000; Messrs. 
Playdell, Burdett, and Gray, 100,000 each; Mr. 
Senior, 172,500; Mr. Middleton, 122,500; Mr. Ley
cester, 112,500; and Mr. Gideon Johnstone, 50,000. 
The balance, consiating of over ten lakhs, was to 
be distributqd in a more secret manner. For this 
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consideration" Mr. Gideon Johnstone arranged not 
only that N ujmu'd daulah should be nominated Su
bahdar of the three provinces, but that Muhammad 

• 
R£za should be Naib Subah, or deputy Nuwab, and, 
as such, should exercise all authority. On the 25th 
February the bargain was completed, and Nujmu'd 
daulah took his seat on his viceregal throne. 

This transaction, no less than the vaunting manner 
in which the principal actors in it spoke of it, roused 
all tho ire of Clive. In oondemning their conduct, 
as he did, in unmeasured terms, he had right and 
power on his side: .T ust thirteen days before the 
death of M£r J'afar the Calcutta Council had received 
from the Inilia Office a despatch, directing the im
mediate execution of a new covenant between the 
Company and its ·servants forblddmg the latter to 
accept for the1nselv~s thenceforth any presents from 
the natives. t For tJhe moment the Bengal Govern-

"" It deserves t6ue recor<led that at the tune that thIS shameless 
ba~galll was made the COllljJany'tI treasury was empty, and there 
were no mean§ of replelllshing it The sums necessary for carry
ing on the pubhe husiness were lent to the Treasury by the 
Company'l:! servants at eIght per cent. Well might the India 
Office cOIn plain that theu' servants had lllterests dIstInct from 
those of theIr masters I 

t The order r~n to the effect that new covenants, dated May 
1764, should be executed by all the servants of the Company, clvil 
and military, bllldmg them to pa.y to the Company the amount of 
all presents and gratUltleS III whatever shape, receIved from the 
natives, in case the amount should e:tceeu four thousand rupees, 
and not to accept any present or gra.tuity, 1f amountIllg even k 
one thousand rupee~, w1thout the consent of the President ill 
Council. Thili order reached Calcutta early 1. January 1765: 
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ment treated the order with silent contempt. In 
direct violation of its provisions the members of 
Council received the large sums I have mentioned 
from Nujmu'd daulah, and far from attempting to 
conceal the transaetion, they openly boasted of it in 
the presence of the new Goyernor. They hoped to 
bear him ilown, as they and their predecessors had 
borne down Vansittart, by the weight of their 
majority. 

But Clive was a different man from Vansittart. 
Wben; on the very day of his arrival, at a meet
ing summoned by him, the m'elmbers of Council 
began the tactics which had prevailed with his pre
decessor, one questIOning the extent and meaning of 
the powers conferred upon his committee, another 
proposing measures which wouLd neutralise their 
force, Clive plainly let them know that he was re
solved to be master. On the 7th May, without 
waiting for General Carnac and Mr. Verelst, he 
declared the Select Committee formed; assumed the 
whole powers of the government, CIvil and milital'Y; 
and taklDg an oath of secrecy himself, 'caused the 
same to be admimstered to his colleagues and the 
secretaries. 

The first task to whICh the CommIttee bent them
selves, was to investigate the transactions relative to 
the accession of Nujmu'd daulah. Driven into a 
corner, the inculpated members of Council boldly 

and though the members of the Services did not at once sign the 
covenants, the orders respecting them werfl morally not the lest 
binding upon tht'm, 
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retorted that they had only followod the example of 
Clive himself with respect to Mir J'afar. To this 
allegation Clive had a ready, and, as he had persuaded 
himself, a complete answer. In those days the ac
cepting of presents from native· princes was lawful, 
in these it was forbiqden. Further, he went on to 
argue, at the time of the conquest of Bengal the 
wealth of the province was boundless, whereas ex
perience had shown, and none knew better than the 
members of Council, that it had been greatly over
rated, and that the burdens imposed by the English 
upon the Nuwfih had contributed greatly to his ruin. 
So far the reasoning was plausible. liut when Clive 
went on to assert that the overthrow of Siraju'd 
daulah and the elevation of Mil' J'afar had been 
the work of the people of Bengal, the English 
acting merely a subordinate part as auxiliaries, he 
chose to forget the negotiations with Amichand, the 
conspiracy with the chIefs of the army, the sums 
which were paid him, not by the people, but by 
lttnbitious chiefs working for their own interest; 
that the immediate result had been enormously-to 
increase the burdens pressing on the people. Arguing 
from the point of view that his own policy, right in 
itself, had b!'len exaggerated and disfigured by his 

. successors, he proceeded to condemn the subsequent 
removal of Mir J'afar, and the substitution of Mir 
Kasim-acts which he attributed only to the love of 
personal gain on the part of the Council. As strongl!, 
too, did he express his disapproval of the policy 
which had forced Mir Kasim into rebellion. But the 
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act which of all others he most condemned was that 
immediately under his review. In 1765, he urged, 
there was no crisis; there was no excuse for the 
intervention 0'£ the Rnglish, and his own early arrival 
was certain. He charged the members of Council, 
the representatives of the COQlpany, with having set 
up the Subahdari for sale and put the price of it into 
their pockets. He charged them further with having 
hurried forward the transaction with precipitation lest 
the arrival of his OommIttee should interrupt the 
transaction. 

The receivers of the bribes couid not deny these 
charges. They made no attempt even to refute them. 
During the brief remamder of their stay in Bengal 
they combated Olive with a vigour, an audacity, and 
a resolution worthy of a better cause; and when, 
finally, he drove them from their seats Ul the manner 
presently to be related, they returned to England, 
to excite thero against him a clamour which was to 
embitter the last days of his life. 

One of the earliest acts upon which Clive insisted 
waH that the new covenants should be signed. His 
order was obeyed, not, however, without a murmur. 
It was the murmur which preluded the storm. 
Resolved to push hIS reforms to the utmost-" to 
cleanse the Augean stable It-as he put it when de
fending himself at a later period, Olive at the same 
bme directed an investigation into the right claimE'd 
by the servants of the Oompany to trade on their 
own account. The war with M ir Kasim had been 
brought about solely by the selfish deSIre of the 
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Company's servants to retain in their own hands, for 
their own private interests, the monopoly of a trade, 
in the enormous profits arising from which they did 
not allow the Company, of which they were the sworn 
servants, to share. This trade vias confined to arti
cles the products of tije country, prmcipally to salt, 
betel-nuts, and tobacco, the consumption of which 
was universaL That the demand for these articles 
was enormous may be concluded from the fact that 
salt in India is largely consumed in every household; 
that the very moderate duty imposed upon betel-nuts 
and tobacco had, lfp to 1758, constituted one of the 
main sources of revenue to the Nuwubs of the three 
provinces. The results of the monopoly for the sale 
of these products acqmred by the Oompany's servants 
had resulted In the ruin of the native merchants, the 
acquisition for themselves of prmce]y fortunes, the 
neglect of the interests of their masters. These 
licensed plunderers had not hesItated to imperil the 
possession of Bengal by embarking in a war with 
"Mil' Kasim to uphold this private monopoly. They 
were not the men likely to relInquish their hold upon 
it when their own nominee reigned in the place of 
the expelled Mir Kasim. 

It was witl: such men, the servants of the Company 
from the highest to the lowest, plunderers alike of the 
natlve merchants and of the public revenues, that 
Clive and his Oommittee had to deal. He was very 
much hampered by the fact that private trade had 
been authorised by the Court of Directors, and that 
it was from the profits of the priv~te trade that 
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they had always proposed to compensate their ser
vants for the in"significance of their salaries. A 
member of Council recClved in those days only 
three hundred pounds a year. The Court, then, 
was the real cause bf the evil which had arisen. It 
constitutes but a poor defence of the Directors to 
say that t.hey never imagmed that the evil would 
assume t.he gigantIc proportions it had attained in 
1762-65. They had granted a permission of which 
their servants had taken undue advantage. Nor 
were they prepared, in 1765, to have recourse to the 
one remedial measure which was afterwards adopted 
-a large increase of salaries accompanied by an 
absolute prohibition of private trade. Clive himself 
had strongly urged such a measure. It did not fit 
in, however, with the ideas of the dll,Y. The Court of 
Directors had not realised the fact that· the achieve
ments of Clive had made them the ineVltable succes
sors of the Mughuls. Their imagmations were still 
confined by the traditions of the counting-house. 
They would not increase the salaries, at the sam~ 
tifne they would not interfere with the private trade, 
of their servants. 

It was this action which hampered Clive; which 
prevented him from reforming radically a procedure 
which was fast ruining the country. He could not 
prohibit private trade to civil servants of the higher 
grades, for, under the parsimonious rules of the India 
Office, without private trade they could not live. But 
he did all that was possible under the circumstances. 
In concert withe his colleagues of the Select Committee 
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he issued an order abrogating the power-the abuse .of 
which it wi,a be recollected had roused the anger of Mir 
Kasim-exercised up to that time by the Company's 
servants generally, to grant passes for the transport 
of merchandise; and restricted It! to certain autho
rities, named and defin~d. Another abuse of whioh 
Mir Kasim had largely complained was the faCility 
which the unrestricted employment of passes by the 
Company's servants had given to the employment 
of combined force and fraud. Under the operation 
of the rule, nat.ives of Calcutta and the vicinity had 
dressed their servants as sipahis and sent them with 
forged passes, often without passes, to force their 
way beyond the custom line of the N uwab's terri
tories. Whilst putting an end to this abuse Clive 
imposed upon the S3'stem of prIvate trade restrIctions 
which minimis~d as much as possible Its eVIls. He 
ciid, in fact, more in that direction than Mir Kasim 
had asked of Vansittart's government. In a general 
way it may be said that he brought the management 
of· public and private trade in Bengal under the 
control of the Government. 

These reforms had the effect of greatly retrenching 
the profits which the civil servants of the Company 
had enjoyed. .The best method of compensating them 
would have been to increase theIr salaries. But as 
the Oourt of Directors would not allow Clive to altei! 
the regulations upon this subject, he was compelled 
to devise other schemes to accomplish the same result. 
The :plan which he finally adopted had the merit of 
being comparatively fair to all parties. ·Hitherto thE 
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trade in salt had been conducted in a manner which, 
whilst it produced enormous gains to a few traders, 
pressed very hardly on the natives. Clive, whilst 
still retaining the monopoly, placed the trade on a 
fixed basis-a bash whICh, whilst it would ensure to 
the native population a certain supply at a rate not 
too extravagant, should secure for the servants of the 
Company fixed incomes on a graduated scale. He 
provided that thenceforth the trade in salt should be 
condud,An on the principle of a joint-stock company 
composed of all the higher offiCIals of the Government, 
civil anu mIlitary. "The capital," to use his own 
words, "is thirty-two lakbs of rupeeR, upon which 
the most moderate may expect to make fifty per cent. 
clear of all charges; others seventy-five per cent. ; and 
the most sanguino one hundred per cent." To the 
members of the Oompany the fift,y-s)x shares, into 
which the capital was divrde<l, were allotted in rate
able proportion. Thus, to the first class thirty-five 
shares were reserved, divided as follows: to the 
Governor, five shares; to the second in Council aud 
to the Commander-lll-Chief, each three £!hares; the 
other ten members of Council and colonels of brigade, 
two shares each. To the second class twelve shares 
were reserved, to be divided amongst one chaplain, 
fourteen senior merchants, and three lieutenant. 
oolonels, eaoh receiving two-thirds of a share; to the 
third class nine shares were given to be divided 

·amongst thirteen factors, four majors, six first Bur-
geons, one secretary to Counoil, one sub-accountant, 
ODe Persian (translator, and one export-.warehouse 
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keeper, allowing each one-third of a share. Clive 
calculated that at the lowest rate a Councillor would 
receive seven thousand pounds per annum. 

It was by no means a perfect scheme. it amounted 
to the imposItion of a tax of thirtytfive per cent. on 
the raw material. But it, was a vast improvement on 
the regulations regarding the sale of salt' which had 
preceded it. Whilst it had the effect of reducing the 
price of that article ten to fifteen per cent. below the 
average of the twenty yeaes Immediately preceding, 
it secured to the Company's servants of the higher 
grade handsome incomes, at the same tmw that it 
diverted thmr attentIOn from a demoralising traffic. 
Thenceforth L, t,bey wero sleeping partners of a sure 
'and profitable conoern, the whole detaIls of which, 
without any care on, their part, were managed by a 
commIttee devoted to bnsInesR."'* 

• A third point wlnclI ClIve brought before the con
sideration of the Select Committee was the constItution 
of the Calcutta Council. Accordmg to the orders then 
in uistence, it was composed of a president and 
sixteen members. The fact of bemg a member of 

* Malcolm's Memoirs of Lord Olwe, vol. lll. p 102 The Court 
of DIrectors, havmg always before them the war wIth MIl' Ka,SlID, 
caused mainly Ly tHe imposition of dutIes on raw products, disap
proved of thIS arrangement. They dIrected that the trade ,ill Mit 
should be made free. The despatch contaimng these mstructlODs 
reached Clive as hIS second admmistratlOn was drawmg to a close. 
Una.ble to a.ct directly counter to them, he, in Select Com
mittee, abolished the salt company or sOClety from a prospective 
date-the 1st September 1767. The Committee further requested 
the Oourt of ,Q,irectors to l'evww their deciSIOn. 


