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PREFACE.

Tav: f(rl‘tmmg notes uprm the (hinese of the btmlta %{‘-tﬂenwnfﬁ.‘d
are b*‘t:ﬂf}t\upﬂn a paper I wrote on the Chinese of Pﬂl-’tnﬁ in 1854
- which waspublished by the late M. Jaxgs Ricuarpson Locax in.
his Journal ﬂf'the 1ndian Auhlpelﬂwcr Much more 'mi;gl-l‘r M
~written on tue subwef md | anr sensible of my short- comings in a-
hiterary point of view; but ‘T trust my notes, tlmurrh erudé and :
#_llllﬁl‘flﬁfle‘ﬂl} put tﬂrrr*thf‘-l" may convince the reader ﬂnt the:
Chinese *of this" Co lony ave o sdperior race and we ).hhr of ol
eueouhmeluent by our Grovernment 50 lobg g8 the 111(11111:-‘&1100
:t{:mrded to them do not infringe on the liberties or comfort of
-fﬂm}w citizens. . In 111‘11111(1 this IJUUL I have dt‘-rlvf:-{T many hmta.

from the pmﬂ'e& of Davis, Locay, and CrAWFURD.

3. D. W AUGHAN.



ERRATA.

Puge 14 first line from top for either on paper read either of paper.

. 34 ninth bﬂttmn for callonsness read callousness.

» Al third tup ﬁrn-' Tan Tock &uny; receed Tan hlm Sen.,
p A3 twelfth,. tD].r for hnrsae’g noses read horses’ noses.

. 4% mentl) 'y hottum for as follow’s read as ‘E{}ll{}\vﬁ

-

., 60 third and fourth line from hottom for ml%rm beiny: Hrlt reqa
alarm being given that. '

, 06l i‘u sentimel read sentinel.

. b4 la{line Ffor times ten amount secd tinwes e druonnt.
,, &4 and 85 % clanishness reaid clannishness.

L, 80 _fﬂot"mrtt:jbr s{:&pﬁ*u pead spect re.,

, 91 for page 42 vead page 4%

,, 97 third line from tLTP for stranger read stronger,

100 eleventh |, top for appartment read apartnient N

, 101 fifteenth ,,  top for must assist rend mnst nof as3hr.

’ "6 sevenfteenth line from hnttmn for connivance at read connivanes
of.

., thirteenth line from bottom omit the comma after greater.



MANNERS. AND CUSTOMS _
Or THE CHINESE . | __ R

OF PHE STRAITS SETTLEMENTS

| The mann®™s and customs of the Chincse of the Straits Settlements,
chiefty those born Ju the Colony called Babas, are briefly portrayed.in the
fﬂllowmg pages. Of the numerous races settled in this Colony the Chinese
attract'the greatest attention. It is no exaggeration to say, that to these to
a great extent, may be attribnted the wonderful progress and prosperity of
Singapore. Mgz. CRAWFURD who Was Governor of this Settlement in 1823,
.. only four y&ars after we took posession of the island, wrote in adispatch to
‘the Government of Indiy that, he estimated the worth of one Chinaman to the
- Btate aseequal to two Klings or four Malays; and an expenence of nearlye
. sixty years has confirmed his valuation,

We have in this Colony at present about 200,000 M&la.ys 20,000 I{Eingﬂ .
and 150,000 Chinese. The first have remained nearly stationary, so far as
their occupations are concerned; we found them fishermen and paddy
planters when we came amongst them and they remain so to the present

-:day. Not a single Malay can be pointed out as havite raised himself
- by perseverance and diligence, as a merchant or otherwise, o a pro-
mment pumtmn in the Colony., The Xlings, natives of the Coromandel
coagt, are an active, industrious race it is true; but neither of them
ogn it be. said fhate any of them has risento any distinction, but they
seem content to plod on as boatmen, hack syces, and petty shop-
- keepers, Notasingle wealthy Kling can bepointed out. The Chitties are not
~included in thes® remarks; they may be regarded as mere visitors, who
jha.ve the copmand of fabuloussums of money it is true, butare dot, aga '
" rule, nich individeally. They are generally agents of wealthy men
_at Madras; they take very httle interest in the Colony and hasten
ba.ck agmn to. their own country as. qmckly a8 they can,

%
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But when we turn to the Chinese what a striking contrast-is presen.
ted; for the most part they are permanent residents and identify
themselves with the interests of the Colony. They are thc most
active, industrious, and porsevering of all. They equal or surpaés |
the Europeans in developing the resources of the Colony in particular
and the Indian Archipelago in - general. Many have amassed large
fortunes, and raised themselves high in the estimation of their.
fellow citizens; and one, the Honorable Mr. WraMPoA, has reached the
zenith of the aspirations of all-loyal citizens, a seat in the Legislative Coun-
cil of the Colony, and a Companionship in the exalted order of St. Michael -

and St. George; and it is hoped that his example, which sheds a lustre
upon his countrymen, may not be lost upon them,

The Chinese born in the Straits are called Babas to dlst*ngulsh them

from those born in China. The term Babe is used by the nat¥es of Ben-
gal to designate the children of Huropeans and it is ,P_mbable that
the word was applied by the Indian conviets at Piang to Chinese
children -and so came into general use. The word Bafbm I8 given in
Douglag’s Hokien dictionary as meaning a half-caste Chinese from the

Straity. In the Straits however the term 1is a.pphed to all Chinese born
there, half-caste or otherwise. ; '

The Chinese are so attached tn the habits of thelr f{}ref.uthem, |
“ that notmt‘zsta.ndmg an intercourse in the Straits for many gener-
ations with natives of all countries they have =zealously adhered
to their ancient manners and customs. The intercourse has been'so long
and s0 intimate that the Chincse have indelibly impressed their type,
ethnologically speaking, upon the native inhabitants of the Colony to a great
extent; as well as upon the descendents of Portuguese, Dutch, and English
of mixed breed. In many persons of both sexes to be met with in the
Straits, with fair complexions and auburn or reddish hair, may be seen the
oblique narrow eyes, and other unmistakable indications of their Mt}ngﬂ-
lian descent. . . "

One may see in Malacca Babas who can claim no connection with
China for centuries, elad in long jackets, loose drawers, and black
skull caps, the very counterparts of Chincse to be seen any day at
Amoy, Chusan,or under the walls of Nankin. Strange to say that although
the Babas adhere so loyally to the customs of their progenitors they despise the
xeal Chinaman and are exclusive fellows indeed; mnothing they rejoice in
more than being British subjects. The writer has seen Babas ¢n being as-
ked if they were Chinamen bristle up and say in an offended tone “ T am
not a Chinaman, I am a British subject, an Orang putih” literally, a white
man ; this term is invariably applied to an Englishman. - They have social

-
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chJ.bs ﬂf then' own to which they will admit no native ﬂf Chm& A}
these clubs they play at billiards, bowls, and other Eumpea,l; gamnes,
and drink brandy and soda ad libittum; yet they adhere strictlyto the
Chinese costume-—the queue, -thick goled shoes, mandarin dresses, and
conical hats on state occasions, and the manners and customs of those
people who otherwise they have no sympathies with. The Duke
of Edinburgh when in Singapore in 1869, visited a Chinese Club and
bﬂwled with the Babas and expressed himsolf highly Pluased with their
pluck.  The truc Chinaman ridicules the idéa of cxercise in' any Hh&pe
The use of tobacco is universal amongst the Chinese.

It is well known to the Baba that the queue is a badge of servitude ; that
it was i111p0_eed upon the Chinese by their Manchu conquerors and that
there is a %tmet law in China that the natives must shave their heads
and wear ta.lls, and not wear their hair loose and flowing ‘according fo
ancient cumom, oxcept at death, when it may be combed out in the
style of their fhcestors. Onc of the first innovations introduced by
the leader SF the. ¢ Tai Ping ” rcbellionin China, was to cut off the
queuc and allow the hair to grow all over thehead as the Chinese did
under the rule of their native Emperors. One would imagine that the
Babas, and the nafives of China themselves, when they got away from,
the thraltlom of their Tartar rulers, would glady avail themselves of their
liberty and discard their queues, but such is not the case; you can offer no
- greatar insuft to a Babe than to cut his tail off, or cven to threaten to do
§0. In . our criminal prisons tais are shorn off the worst class of Chinese
prisoners. This punishment is felt keonly at the time, but is easily remeédied
ot the convict’s release by the skilful barber, who will fix on with very
little trouble a handsome queuc to the baldest cranium. It 1s not an
uncommon occurrcnee for the tail of a Chinese thief to ahp off on being
seized by a policcman, leaving so little hair on the head that one wonders
how the false tajl was fastened on. Many Chinese are gonverted to
Christianity in the Straits but in no instance have they abandoned their
quenes and national costume 1 consequence,

The Babe as a rule has no desire to visit China; he does. not
regard it as his home, as the descendants of Englishmoen do the old
country whereever they may be born. "In Malacea the Chinese were
found when the Portugucse first made their appearance i thése waters
more then three hundred years ago, and they have been permanentdy
gsottled there fdr many generations ; and in Penang and Singapore they
have Dbeen scttled nincty and sisty years respectively, and yet they remain
unchanged.  One custom however has been entircly abandoned, viz, the
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b&rb&rous practice of crushmg the feet of girls and making them small-
footed. &

The Hmdu and Mahumed&n gettlers from India in the Straits soon
- lay aside caste prejudices, and much of their distinctiveness. The writer
has known them to subscribe indiseriminately to a Musjid in Penang
conseerated to the memory of a Mahomedan Saint, and they imitate each
~ other as well as the Chinese on their holy-days by firing crackers
~ and beating gongs. Mussalmen may be seen seated in the houses of
orthodox Hindus eating off the same board ; and the Hindu has no hesitation
in cohabiting with Mahomedan women. Such a proceeding in India would
render them outeasts for ever, but here they do not losc caste. The writer
has seen a Hindu and a Muslim bathing in the same tank, The water from
the latter's body falling on the former and wice verse. Such 2 gight in
. India would be a novelty indeed. There the educated native, es-
~pecially if converted to Christianity, apes the manners an costume of
the European ; but the Chinese with characteristic obstinaey and hard-
headedness eschew everything European. Some who havt all their lives
féted Europeans and lived on the most intimate terms with them, have
- sent their sons to England to be cducated, letting them cut off their tails
whilst there and assume the European garb, and attend the services of our -
church and profess christianity, have on the return of the latter to the Straits *
ruthlessly forced them back to the old order of things—the Chinese costume
and the worship of idols; nor do the fathers in spite of their life-long in-
timacy with Europeans and their outward display of a leaning towards
them, abate one jot in all their superstitious and heathenish observances.

This conduct is a fearful commentary upon the boasted superiority of our
institutions.

The real Chinaman respects his tail, hut is not so sensitive about
it as the DBaba. Some of the former, converts to Mahomedanism,
cut off their queues, assume the Malay attire and klentify themselves in
every particular with their adopted brethren. Very few half-caste Chinese
having Malay mothers, adopt the Mahomedan religion or costume, . but
faithfully follow their father's example in everything. Even when ther
fathers die leaving the children young and entirely under the mother’s
control, the women bring them up as Chinese. Tt is striking sometimes to
see very black Chinese with all the characteristics of their fathers gtrongly
Erought cut. In Malacca where the Malays are in the majority, the
- women are more prejudiced and lean morc to ‘their own people,

But to return to my subject : The Chinaman on first landing in the Straits
in called a Sinkeh, meaning a new man or new friend. The term is used

r
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generally by all classes. Immlgra,nts from China are chiefly frdm Canion,
" and its nighbourhood; Swatow, and the island of Hainan all im the
- province of Quantung ; and from Amoy and other places in the Province of
Fuhkeen ; maritime provinces and said to be the most turbulent in China,
“and consist of fishermen, pirates, artisans and Iaborers, the poorest of the
poor. SIR Joun Davis says in his work on China, ¢ There is a peculiar
turbulence about the character of the people on the seacoast of this
province Quantung, as well as the adjoining one of Fulkeen, which
distinguishes them from -other Chinese, and has been frequently noticed .
in the Governmcnt proclamations, especially in regard to the spirit of
clanship-which is a frequent source of so much disorder. This difference
may be perhapseatiributed to the seafaring habits which distinguish them
from the rest® of the Empire. The most notorious place for these
excesses ig the district of Chaou.Chaou on_the frontiers of Canton and
Fuhkeen but estill in the former province. One of the inhabitants some
years since carried Bis appeal even to Pekin against the magistrates, who
etther would net or could not, restrain the outrages. His kindred having
_refused to assist two other clans in that neighborhood to ficht in their

feuds, sutfered the most shocking cruelties in consequence. Their houses
~ were laid in ruins ; several hundred acres of land seized and devastated ;
~moncy plundered ; temples of ancestors thrown down; graves dug up;
and the water cut off from the rice fieds. Many persons were killed ;
more stil were maimed, and crippled for life, and notwithstanding the
large reward offered for the apprehension of the leaders, such was the
organization which bound them together that they escaped unpunished.
The immense fleets of pirates who have often continued for years to infest
the southern c-::msts, may partly account for the existence of a 111&1113111_1&
population in these two provinces distinguished by a ferocity of character
so different from the peaceful mildness of the other Chinese.”” One necd
scarcely be surprised with such a population at the outbreaks that have
occurred so frequently in the Straits between the natives of these two
provinces ; the only wonder is that the Colony is so peaceful as it is. The
:outrages so graphically described by Davrs were cnacted to the very
“lefler in the riots of 1854 in Singapore which occurred between the  Can-
tonese and Hokiens, and were not suppressed until the island was placed
under martial lawe The speedy appearance of the military in 1871 when
& riot broke out between the same people, has tended much to restrain
the turbulent ¢ dispogition of the unruly inhabitants.

None of the middle or upper classes nor women L1111gra,te There 18 no
law in China l}rﬂhlbltlﬂﬂ' the cmugration of women, or any particular

‘clags, but there is a reluctance on the part of the Chinese to cfuit
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their pative countr and it is only dire neﬁesmty that compels the
poor to do so. Of late yecars many women have coma down, chiefly
prostiftes, who are brought by brothel keepers to carry on their
trade here. ‘The writer knows mno instance of a respectable woman
emigrating with her husband. The wealthy Chinese go to China for
wives but these cun scarcely be called emigrants. = In the Straits the
Chinese are classed under five heads, Macaos, natives of Canton and
neighbouring towns and villages ; Kehs from the interior of the province
of Quantung ; Tey Chews from Swatow and 1ts viewnity ; Hylows, natives
of the island of Hainan ; and Hokiens from Amoy and other places in the
province of Fuhkeen ; very fow cmigrants come from the other provinces
of China. The writer has however met a few, even Mahanedans from one
of the western Provincecs. . 5 .
The immigrants arc thus obtained: A number of CHmese familiar
with the Straits collect them in China by holding oufe prospects of a
speedy fortune and quick veturn to thelr native fand and bring them
down in junks, sailing vessels, or steamers, and dispose of them to
the residents to the best advantage, the immigrants mortgaging their
labor for twelve months to repay their passage money. This cooly trade
as it is called was once exceedingly remuacrative. It used to be an
animating sight to sce the arrival of junks in the Straits during the N. E..
Monsoon laden with Sinkehs. Hundreds of shoe boats khastened off with
residents anxious to buy, as they called it, the new arrivals, They climbed
up the junks’ sides and mspected the passengers attentively, selecting the
healthiest looking fellows, for whom they paid a.certain sum to the
trader; a fixed sum was placed on each man sufficiently remunerative to
cover all expenses, leaving a good margin for the benefib of the speculator.
Sometimes the coolics were disposed of aceording to their qualifications;
a master worlonan fetehing a Ligh price, » labover something less, and a
sickly man a few dollars. The Sinkeh during his plubatmn received from
his purchaser food, clothes, and a few dollars for “remittance to his family
in China. The immigrants were detained on board until disposed of ; or
sometimes were landed and delained in houses hired for the purpose,
The police interfered occasionally, setting the coolies free, on the grolnd
that they were illegally detained, causing much loss to the traders. The
system of Imumigration above described prevailed: evay since Pmang and
Singapore were taken poscssion of by us; and during an gxpericnce of
thirty years the writer knows no instance of 1111;111gr111ts suffering in
consequence ; and the Chinese themselves were perfectly satisfied.
Thelocal Government however has lately ab great expensc established a Pro-
tdetorate of the Clinese, with the approbution of some influentiul Chinese,
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ﬁ_ﬁnd appointed {n 'the;._ month. of May 1877 two gentlemen, the one a
“well known Chinese scholar, and the other reputed to possess an excepwonally

good acquaintance with cooly-trade matters, Messrs. PICKERING “and
. Dswwnys, Protectors of Chinese, Before this step was taken the cooly trade

. had nearly disappeared.

~ 'Several steamers now ply regularly between the Straits and ports
-~ in China and convey coolies tcfp and fro at vory moderate chiarges ;
< the coolics themsclves having learnt to a great extent to do without,
the intervention of middle-men; since the establishment of the Pro- |
‘tectorate all® junks arriving in Singapore are required to rveport 1o the
Protectorate and the strictest vigilance is exercised to prevent an overcharge
being made for®passage mouey and advances. Up tothc end of April
1878 nearly ‘fﬂrtj' thousand immigrants have come under the control
" of the Protectorate, and no dissatisfaction has heen cxpressed by the
Chinese comnfnity. The ‘Sinlkel still however mortgages his labor to the
person who . takes %im over through the Protectorate, to repay the
money advanced for passage money and other expemses. The writer
is of opinion that, the directing powers of Buropeans brought to bear
upon the Chinese at’ their first entrance into the Strwits through the
instramentality of the Protectorate, will serve more effectually to destroy
the baneful® influences of the secret societics than any means that could
have been devised. Branches of the Protectorate are being established
at Pinane and Malacca. Many thousand immigrants ahnually land at the

~ geveral ports of the Colony, and spread themselves  over the adjoining
Native States. During each year. thousands return to China, leaving the
fized Chinese populatioa in the Straits somewhat stationary.

From the absence of females the increase of the Chinese population -
by natural means 1s €'{31‘F' slow. - Female immigration should be en-
couraged by our Government to prevent, if for no other reagon, the
fearful crimes that prevail amongst the- Chinese in consequencs of the
paucity of females. They cxceed all belief and may not Te placed in
all their repulsiveness before the public. The introduction of women
wanld materially conduce to the peacefulness of the,Colony. The Chinese
are naturally domesticated, and would, surrounded by themr wives and
children seek to maintain order and peace ; and would not be easily roused
as they now are :th no ties to restrain them, to side with one faction or

another in the event of a quarrel taking place between them. The bulk
 of the Chinese wonfen now in the Colony are purchased in China from
their parents by bawds and panders, and have to repay their purchase
money and other advances by prostituting their bodies, for years it may
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be. The lives of slavery and debauchery these poor crq&tﬁres lead, ending
often in. disease and death, is something horrible to contemplate. They
are somewhat protected by the Contagious Diseases Ordinance, and the

~ writer can bear witness to the untiring exertions of the gentlemen ap-

pointed by Government to carry tho provisions of that ordinance into
effect ( Mr. Cousins the Registrar Grencral, and Moessrs. Phillips and Cooper

‘hig assistants) to set these women free and encourage them to lead pure
- and virtuous lives ; many have throughs their influence left the brothels

#nd married, and are happy and contented, |
-The streets of Singaporc at this day present a striking contrast to what
they did a-quarter of a century ago, so far as the presence of women
is concerned. In 1856, when the writer came to Singapore as a permanent
regident, there was on the island but one Chinese woman fo eighteen

‘or nineteen men, and a Chinese woman was seldom seen cut of doors.

Now, dozens may be met at every turning, trudging- &fﬂﬂ%ﬁﬂ market, or

- sauntering about with their children, or shopping, er driving in omni-

buses and hack carriages. The mequality of the sexes hag been reduced,
but is still sufficient to account for the mmorality that prevails. The
population of this Colony is of the most heterogencous nature. It embraces
eight and twenty or more nationalities, the Chinese formmg more than a

" third of the whole, there being-about onehundred and fifty thousgnd or more

in the three settlements. | |
The remittance of money to poor relations in Ching is a duty most reli-
giously observed by the Chinese, so long as there is any one 18ft there
that needs support. Confucius enjoined the love and care of parents
as one of the chief duties of man; and the laws of China enforce
the precept; and to the honor of the Chinese be it said the law ig
strictly obeyed. One never hears instances of parents being neglected
by their children in the Straits. The poorest Sinkeh manages to serape
together a dollar or two during the year for his poor folk at home, which
‘he remits through Chinese bankers who faithfully deliver these remittances
to the addressees in the remotest parts of Fuhkeen and Quantung. The.
Colonial Government undertook this p service a short time ago, by taking

.some of the native bankers into their ﬂervic%- as postmasters ; but the

scheme proved unpopular and resulted in uttér failure. The bulk of the
Chinese set themselves against the innovation ; & riot broke out which

_was speedily repressed by the police firing at and kilﬂng some of the -

rioters ; a proceeding that is likely to have the most galatary effect
on the Chinese population. The Government Chinese Post Office and

money order system has bzen closed ; the Chinese contractors having
suifered a heavy loes. ’

”~
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" At the end of twelve months the immigrant is & free man, and he
may enter his master’s service on a monthly salary or seek his liveljhood
elsowhere. The attire of the Sinkeh is exceedingy light and economical.
Tt consists simply of a pair of short drawers tied round the walst
by & dirty piece of string, and his feet are sometimes protected
by o pair of straw sandals. He gets his food ab the itinerant
kitchens and soup stalls for a few cents a day;a cood substantial meal
consisting of a stew of pork and vegetables may be bought for two
cents ; and he lodges at cooly houses for a trifle. He wears red thread twisted
up in his teil with a tassel of same color at the end when he can afford
it, and as ho advances in years exchangesred thread for black ; red in the
tail is essentiakey a Straits eustom ; Doctor Dennys informs the write that
red is worn in*China by children only. A false tail is often added to the rea).
made of thiead or silk, making the whole queue of considerable length and
thickness, whe=h becomes a formidable weapon of offenceinstreet rows,
o The Sinkeh ekes o his livelihood by carrying loads, coaling steamers, ordoing
any odd jobs tha® he may pick up in the streets, and earns ten or twenty cents a
day or more ¥ robust and active; afterthelabors of the day he adjourns to one
of theopenairtheatres and witnesses the performance froc ofexpense; or spends
the evening athis lodgings playing at cards or dominoes or other games stak-
ing a few cents to give the pastime a zest. Heisoften arrested by the police
and fined by the Magistrate for playing in a common gaming house when
he has deen legally enjoying a game at his lodgings with none but
the inmates. Wealthy gamesters in the meanwhile escape with impunity
being able to elude the vigilance of the police by playing in out-of-the-way
places, or at the houses of wealthy persons who are above suspicion, or
by greasing the palms of the police to allow them to play unmolested.
To the short trowsers the Sinkeh adds a leaf conical hat should he take
to a rural life as a cooly on a_pepper or gambier plantation. Boatmen and
fishermen indulge in no more clothing. The former reside for years
in their beats in which they carry their all and never sleep ashore ; never
‘marry ; know none of the pleasures of Rowral or domestic life; and yet
seem happy and contented. | h |
" “The econdition of the poor man in this colony is exceedingly happy—he
- requires little clothing and very little money to make him comfortable.
They have bouts of all sizes huilt on the model of the well known
Chinese junk. The smallest are nsed for carrying passengers and are
called shoe boats; snd are propelled by one man who stands facing the
prow of the boat ; the oars are suspended with a loop on a strong peg at
the side of the boat: when under sail and the oars are not used they ATe .

let go, when they swing to the side of the boat and do not impede-her
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way. The larger hoats for carrying cargo are called Toak-kok and aye
manned by two, three, or more men, according to their sizé. All these boats
are p;ﬁpelled by a single scull at the stern worked sometimes by ten or
fifteen men upon the principle of a steamer's screw. Each boat has
an eye painted on each bow for John Chinaman says “no got eye how
can see, no can see how can sabes.” + .
~ The fishing boats are built on a different model. They are long and
Narrow rising at each end high out of the water with gomething of a keel
* which the junk class of boats have not. They are rowed by eight or ten
men in Eurﬂpea.n fashionand are very fast. They use long nartow nets with
floats on the upper edge, and weights on the lower to keep them upright which
are run out athwart the tide 80 as to enclose the fish brought down by the
stream. The waters of the Straits swarm with fish and the maiket is plenti-
fully supplied by Chinese fishermen. Besides these scine nets $he Chinese
fish with casting nets, and nets fixed to stakes, but never #ith lines and
- hooks. The capital required to purchase fishing boats £ad nets is advanced
by town fishmongers to whom all the fish has to be delivered at certain
prices fixed on between the fishermen and the capitalist. T |

The clotling of a Chinaman whatever his rank in life may be, differs
Iittle from the deseription ahove given of the dress of a Sinkeh. Add

- %o the trowsers a long jacket or coat called a Baju, ard a pair

of thick ~soled shoes, and you have the toilet of a gentleman. The
awell Baba rejoicos sometimes in patent lcather shoes and_ a felt

Or straw hat; but as a rule the dress of g Chinaman is exceedingly simple
and economical and well adapted to the exigencie§ of the climate. The
ordinary bed of a Chinaman consists of a few planks placed upon trestles

covered over with a mat, with a hard wooden or bamboo pillow for his head.
The rich indulge in mattresses, and handsome massive bedsteads covered

with ornamental pang'ings, but seldonezse soft plillows for the head.
-Women from China wear the bagu and drawets also, and dress the hair in .
most fantastic devices, and paint the face whita and red. - The Straits Chinese
_Women wear the Malay Cabayah and Sarong, the former fastened with

brooches of various shapes often set with precious stones. The hajr is tied
in a knot at the back of the head held together by hairpins of silver and®

gold, richly ornamented. These women when - young are pretty and
graceful, but want of exercise soon renders them obese and ynwieldly ; and
after bearing a few children they degenerate into ugly hags. Nothing .

T This however is a joke formerly played off on * griffins** in China ; the marka
in question are not eyes, but charms, Dr.—Dennys .
Baju a coat,upper garment or jerkin,~Crawfurd,
Labaya, a loose robe or dressing gown, Crawfurd. |
Sarong, asheath; the body clothes ormain part of dress comsiating of a single
Piece of cloth wrapped round the lower part of the person, Crawfurd, ' .
C -
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‘can be more ungainly than the waddling gait of a middle aged female Babe.
The women from China usually wear thick wooden clogs; but JBabas
-~ Indulge in pretty worked slippers and the ordinary shaped European
"~ leather shoes. The habit of smoking tobacco isnot confined to men, Chinese
women smoke it in brass pipes and rolled up in paper as cigarcttes, and
some take to opium like their lords and masters. Opium smoking amongst
women however is confined to a himited circle and the Straits-born Chinese
women do not as a rule indulge in tobacco; a young lady that smoked
would be looked upon as decidedly fast.

Every Chinaman must shave the greater part of his head, and
barbers abound in consequence and carry on a thriving trade ; in
every village wome may be found. Besides these there is a vast number
of 1tmﬂra,11t' barbers who are always tramping about the country
plying their trade. Their razors are triangular in shape and awk.
ward looking~but are excedingly sharp, and are deftly handled by their.
owners. Besides Shaving materials the barber carries a number of sharp
pointed picks @nd pincers for picking and cleaning the ears, and removing -
~any stray hairs that may make their appearance on the face before their
allotted time. “fhe writer on one occasion overhauled a travelling barber's
" box and found in it five triangular razors ; one small narrow razor
about the *size of a penknife used for shaving the ears and eyelids ; three
strong eﬂmbs, and half a dozen earpicks. The price for shaving ranges
from seven to ten cents. Once a weeck the tail has to be opened out
eombed thoroughly and replaited with fresh silk if necessary. The fop
rather prides himself on the gav., .golor of his tassel which is usnally a
bright red. Blue and white are mourning colors. Black is usually worn
in old age. The shaven part of the head is also well serubbed with
soap and water oncc a week. The barber goes quickly over the head and

every ‘part’ of the face, even the eyehdﬁ and in half an hour turns his
man out looking clecan and fresh.

‘The ecarpicking seems to affect the hearing of nearly all Chinese.
It is no easy task to get them to hear you in the streets when driving,
nd many accidents _Dﬂéur apparently throtigh the deafuess of the foot |
passengers. In every barber’s shop may be scen at any time of the day two
or threc men wundergoing the operation of shaving, carpicking, and
shampooing ; every appliance is neatly arranged and conveniently placed
- for the use jof the barber and his assistants, The travelling barber, carrvies®
a small box contmining his razors and other tools slung at one end
of a pole, on the other he has a stand, basin and naplkins.

The use of the umbrella is ‘gemml. Lhe poorest cooly manages to
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scrape monsy enough together to buy one made either on paper or cot-
ton. .In the country roads hundreds of Chinese may be seen trudging along
with umbrellas spread, although it may be cloudy weather and sot a vestige
of the sun to be seen. Late in the evening too the umbrella is carefully
kept open and held over the head. The height of respectability appears to be
a clean white baju and silk umbrella, The writer has often been amused to see
a well known low fellow step into the witness box of a court with his umbrel-
la and white baju, borrowed doubtless, to impress the lookers on with his
respectability ; the fan is also indispensable.

Many Sinkehs find employment in husking rice in ficeshops as
well as for private families. The grain is placed in large stone
mortars, and is pounded by pestles fixed to horizontd l levers which
are balanced on a pivot. The cooly stands at the end ﬂf the lever
and presses the cnd down with his foot raising the pestle ﬂ,ﬁ high as it
will go and then removing.his foot and letting the pestle fall Zhto the mor-

. : . f |
tar: After sufficient pounding the rico is removed from the mortar and &

fresh supply put in, ’ |

There are many rice mills in which wheels are moved by water turning
eylinders to whose circumference arc attached cams which nmeeting the
extremeties of the levers, strike them down alternately, and raise thi
pestles at the other end just as is done in China and deseribed by
. Bir JorN Davis in his work on the Chinese. There are also Goright
pounders in these mills worked by the cams. In a few mills Bteam
has been substituted for water power, to the benefit of the owners who
derive considerable profit from these mills. -

It is very amusing to see the coolies working at the mortars. They stand
in a row working away at the levers all day drenched in perspiration,

each armed with a leaf fan, which he works with all his might to
- keep himself cooh—a difficult task in the heated atmosphere of a small
room, badly venfilated and filled with the fine powder of the rice
thrown up out of the mortars. The Sinkehs heed this not but chat
away with each other as merry as grigs.  Tn - Singapore very little rice is
cultivated but in Malacca and Province Wellesley large quantities are
produced. The Chinese thresh the paddy with flails-and have winnowing .
machines like ours. Davis states that wp borrowed this nmchme from the
Chinesc. The Malay adopts a very ingenious mode of winnowing. The
“hreshed paddy is taken up to a high scaffolding from which 3 is poured

-down upon clean mats spread below; the husk iy blown away by the
wind and the clean rice falls on the IllﬂtE .

Another source of living ig by hatching ducLs egge artificially—the oWLer

-
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" of the cggs brings them to the hatcher and pays comparatively a trifle, about
8 dollar and a half for one hundred ducklings that he gets backs It takes
twenty seven days to hatch an egg. The eggs are placed in coarse napkins
about thirty in each and deposited in layers in baskets about three feet deep.
No artificial heatisused beyond the heat of the hut caused by the burning rays
of the sun falling on the thatched roof which is not far from the bagkets, some
times paddy husk is placed with the eggs to increase the heat. As soon as
the eggs are hatched the ducklings are put mto a yard with plenty of water
for them to dabble in, The owners of the eggs come in from all parts of the
country to take them away; they find it more convenient to get their eggs
- hatched in this way than by the natural process ; in dry weather thp duck-
lings suffer and 1fany die. In Egypt the writer has seen hens’ eggs hatch-

od artificially, But in every case heat was produced by burning fuel inthe
huts, the floors of which were strewn with eges with chickens of vannuﬂ
ages amongst ®chem, some' crowing with loud shnill voices,

'The Sinkehs somefimes develop into wealthy fellows.  If the history of the
rich Chinese merchants were enquired into, it would be found that most of
them landed in the Straits as poor Sinkehs. One of the richest men of his day
used to boast thathelanded in Singapore with nothing more than a pairoftrow-
sers o baju and a mat. Canton men are more robust and hardworking than
tho Hokiens! All the Carpenters, miners, blacksmiths, shoemakers and ar-

-

tisans in general come from the province of Quantung. They are excellent
‘squatters®mnd may be called the pioneers of the Hokicns,  After completing
their twelve months as Sinkehs many get an advance of money from town
shoplkeepers, clear a piece of forest land, plant vegetables, plantains and
indigo at first, and eventually gambier and pepper; under ccrtain govern-
ment regulations forest lands are thus cleared and cultivated, and a grant
obtained in perpetuity from the state. The returns are soslow, and the exac-
tions of the money lenders so stringent, that in a few years the squatters
‘are forced to sell their land to repay their creditors. Hokicns are often
the purchasers. Most of the plantations atprescnt in the hands of the Ho-
kiens were cleared by Quantung men chiefly Kehsand Tay Chews. Hokicnsard

ors, shopkeepers, and merchants chiefly and constitute the most wealthy
;ztmn of the Chinese inhabitants. They are great gantblers and most
of the gaming houses are conducted by them. When a Cantonese contracts
the habit of gambliing, he is the more inveterate of the two, sb ales higher
- and will play-for all he possesscs, he is looked for eagerly in the hells by

the Hokiens who ard cool and wary.
Tay Chews are keen traders andadeal extensively in the produce of the
- Straits, such as gambier and pepper and amass considerable forlunes.  As a
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rule these people yearn after China and m&ny return.as soon as they haw
saved mgney enough. They make it a point to send their chil
dren to China to be educated : not so the Hokiens, they keep their chil
dren with them and are satisfied with the education they can afford then
in the Straits. The Hokien Baba speaks with great disparagement of the
Tay Chew Baba educated in China ; he says the Tay Chew comes back as
great.a bodoh, or simpleton, as his father and knows nothing. /Babas speal
~of China amongst themselves as Europa. ” |

The Chinese are everything : they are actors, acrobats, artists, musicians,
chemists and druggists, clerks, - cashiors, engineers, architecgs, SUIYOYOTs
missionaries, priests, doctors, schoolmasters, lodging house keepers, hutchers,
porksellers, cultivators of Pepper and gambier, cakesellers, cart and hackney
carriage owners, cloth hawkers, distillers of spirits, eatingshouse keepers,
fishmongers, frurtsellers, ferrymen, grass-sellers, hawkers, nferchants and
agents, oilsellers, opium shopkeepers, pawnbrokers, pig dealergmnd poulterers.
* They arerice dealers, ship chandlers, Rhopkeepers, geners! dealers, spirit ghop
keepers, servants, timber dealers, tobacconists, vegetable -sellers, planters,
market-gardeners, laborers, bakers, millers, harbers, blacksmiths, boatmen,
book-binders, boot and shoemalkers, brickmalkers, carpenters, cabinet makers,
carriage builders, cartwrights, cart and hackney carriage drivers, charcoal
burners and sellers, coffinmakers, confectioners, contractors and buildefs,
coopers, engine-drivers, and firemen, fishermen, goldsmiths, gunsmithe
and locksmiths, limeburners, magons, and bricklayers, mat, kaj frmg and baslket
makers, oil manufacturers, and miners, To which we may add painters,
paper lantern makers, porters, pea;j grinders, printers, sago, sugar and
gambier manufacturers, BAWyers, seamen, ship and hoat builders, BOap
boilers, stone cutters, sy gar boilers, tailors, tanners, tinsmiths and braziers,
umbreilamakers, undertakers and tomb-builders, watchmakers, water carriers,
wood cutters and sellers, wood and IVOry carvers, fortune-tellers, grocers,
beggars, idle vagabonds or sameengs, and thieves,

They are the most stealthy of thieves, and, it is said, stupefy their victima
by burning some narcotic herb under their nostrils to increase their drow-
siness, but the writer doubts the story. A petty shopkeeper in Penang was
about to return to China and saved about a thousand dollars. These Tl
packed in paper parcels sach containing fifty dollars, and placed them at the
bottom of his box. To make hig wealth more secure, he rslept nightly on
the box with the key thereof tied round hig waist ; on a morning or two be-
fore his intended departure he found himself ] ying on, the ﬂaﬂr, his box
open, all the dollars gone, and Ege key of the box taken from his person and
left in the key-hole. The door of his house had heen broken open and
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he removed from the box, the key taken from his waist, the hox nf}ened and
every dollar removed without disturbing him, or his servants who slept in
an adjoining room. The writer was then in charge of the police, and dis-
~ believed the story in toto: it seemed utterly incredible, i‘Ertun&tﬂly.
the owner had written his name and put his chop, orseal, on each parcel of
dollars which subsequently led to the detection and conviction of the thieves,
Two suspicious characters had visited the shop frequently on the pretence of
making purchages and had sat there each time gnietly obtaining information,
from the unwary shopman which served them to good purpose. The dwell.
~ ing of these two men was discovered and detectives were set to watch them.
It was ascertained that they were preparing also to return to China, and
were making pu;c'];m,aes and had a box or two packed ready for embarki Eon.
On the day they were about to leave a descent was made on thejr shop,
their boxes searched and nearly all the packets of dollars found with the pro-
secutor's mark name gnd chop intact ; the thieves lodged opposite the prin.
cipal police station. . |
- Onanother occasion, thieves entered a bedroom in which the master of the
house slept with his wife. To one of the legy of theirfourposter was chained
an iron safe containing their jewellery and money. The thieves entered by a
window at the foot of the bed, filed the chain through, a pretty thick one,
lowered the safe out of the window without disturbing the owner'or his wife
who slept soundly till the next morning, when they got up at the usnal hour
and found%heir wealth gone. The safe was found on the esplanade close to
the Fort with the lid smashed in and contents gone; lying not far from an
European sentry who had been on guard all hight,

A wealthy Spanish lady at Penang was robbed of all her jewels worth seve.-
ral thousand dollars from a wardrobe which stood close to her hed whare
she lay sleeping in happy unconscionsness ; the thief entered a window close
to the bed. The writer had a thief come into his room at Simgapore and carry
off all his wife's jewels that she had placed on the dressing table close to the
bed, besides other things without disturbing himself or wife. On another
occasion a thief entered the writer’s bedroom by & window within a foot of
hiﬂ’bﬂd took all hig clothing and hats that were hanging on a stand not far
- off, as well as several things from a wardrobe; took all inte the verandah
- selected the best Jats and clothing, left the rest on the floor and decamped
without disturbing any one.

Only a few® months ago a ladg in Singapore had a gold watch and chain
- taken from under her pillow whilst she and her husband lay in bed fast

“asleep. The Inspector General of Police also with a policeman on duty at his
~ house was robbed of a clock and other things including a loaded revolver

L g
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which hung on the testerof his hed ready for use, and neither he nor his wife
were disturbed during tha Bight ; although the thief must have been g con.
siderablo time in the house and had frequently passed and repassed thoeir
bed. In many cases of house robbery there is veason to believe that the
thieves are one’s own servants. They slcep on the premises and often
move about the house at night without exciting the suspicion of their mas-
ters, and take the opportunity some night of removing property and mak.
ing it appear that thieves had entered the houge. | | -

The writer was robbed of all his plate anight or two after Christmas (1876)
end In the morning it was discovered that a venetian of one df the dining
room doors had been cut through to make it appear that some person
had entered the house from without ; but it was perfectly clear the
venetian had been cut from the inside, and that it was the work of some
one in the house. There was not the slightest doubt that the robbery
had been committed by the servants. The property was not “recovered nor
wag the act brought home to any ofthe servants.

Chinese thieves are seldom armed. One remarkable instance to the contrary
came to the writer’s knowledge. AnoldChinaman and his wife living inthe
country at Singapore, finding the night warm moved their cot into the open
air a few feet from the door of their house and slept, In the middle of the
night they heard foot-steps inside the house which disturbed’ thom, and
shortly after they saw a man come out. The old man sprang up and seized
the intruder who fired a pistol at him which did not take effcct. H bravely

- held on assisted by the wife, A desperate struggle ensued,and at length the
old man fell to the ground, but the wifec held on like a tigress shrieking
for help in the meantime at the top of her veice. Neighbours ran in and
secured the thief. When a light was brought the husband was found stone
dead with his throat cut from ocar to car; the thief was armed with a

double - barrelled: pistol, and a long sharp knife. The mwrderer was hung,
His defence was ingenious: he said he had been invited to the house by

the old man’ to gamble ; that he won a considerable sum of money which the
latter refused to pay, o quarrel ensuned and the deceasod and his wife set
upon him and beat him. In self defence he used his weapons which he
carried about his person {o cuard himself against robbers and tigers,
he had a long way to go témugh the jungle to rcach the old man's house.
On enquiry, this story was found to he utterly false ; he didnot residein the
" country, and was well known in the town to be a bad character

It is said that Chinese thieves are in the habit of tying fish hooks to their
tails and that it is dangerous to seize the latter; the writer hasknown many
thieves captured hy their tails but never saw the latter protected by fishhooks




f19]
or knives, Chinese thieves require only a pole to climb up to the highest
“room of ahouse, the pole is placed against a window and the thief walksup
like a monkey and gets in. not quite so particular as to his exit.
When chased he willgpring out ofawindoworverandah a considerable height
fromthe ground, fall on his feet like a cat and rurr-off as if nothing extraor-
dinary had happened. Thewriterfound athief in his verandah one pitch dark

night who jumped down about twelve feet and ran headlong down a rough hill

covered with large stones and boulders; a feat one could not have accomplished
casily in broad daylight.

Sometimes the Chinese rob in gangs. A band of ten, twelve, or more
armed to the #eeth will make a sudden swoop upon the shop
of a pawnbrokef or licensed opium shopkeeper and in a few minutes gut
the place and carry off all the money and valuables to be found in®it. Tgq
nccomplish the#: object they will take life if opposed. Robbers usually - at-
tack shops in outlyind villages, but occasionally are daring enough to attack
houses in the Towns. Two or three yearsago a daring gang-robbery occurred
in the High Street of Singapore, not far from the Government Treasury
where an armed guard was stationed ; the shop was plundered and owner
killed. Onegang robbery was actually organized in 8rg HArrY Orb's stablesat
government house by his Chinese grooms, and some of the plunder was re.

covered in the 'i:'ﬂyal_ stables.  Very dittle stolen property 1s ever recovered by
the policegn the Straits. It is probable that it is kept concealed in the
thieves' boxes in the various lodging houses about the Towns until they re-
turn to China, when they are taken off in the very sight of the police to
the vessel by which the thief is returning to China.

; On onc occasion the writer lost some small articles of jewellery, sent for
his servants and searched their persons, and in the purse of his cook found
& gold ring and a gold pentil case bearing the initials and crest of a friend.
On referring to the latter he said that he had been robbed of these about two
years before when the cook was in his service, and the Tobbery was

supposed to have been eommitted by an out-sider and that he did not
‘suspect his servants at the time.

Pr another occasion the writer was sitting writing in his drawing room
wheg he observed a Chinese carpenter who was working in the house
~come out of his bed-room and descend the stairs.  His suspicions
- were aroused and he went into the room to see if his  watch
was safe and found it gone. He gave chase and met the carpenter
walking in at the pate looking as innocent aga child. He was seized and
fold that he was suspected of having taken the watch, he denicd the charge

. indignantly and made a great noise. The writer handed him over to the
~ mercies of his Chinese servants who were of a different race and they were |

-y
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- told to deal with him as they pleased so long ag they got ihe watch back,
The accused was locked up in oncof the ont-offices and thrashed, or frightencd
in gome way until he said if he was released, he would give up the watch;
he then led the writer to the gateway and pulled out the watch from under
the roots of a bamboo hedge. His intention was to have removed the

watch after all search for it had been abandoned. The thief was prosecuted
and punished,

¥

They are also most ingenious smugglers of contraband chandu. They get
ting made to fit the natural hollows of the body, such as the small of the
back and the hollows of the thighs, fill them with the chanduy which is
usually prepared on some of the neighbouring islands, tic the tins on the
body in their fitting places where they are safely screensd by their looge
attire gnd walk ashore as unconcernedly as possible, and often escape the

" vigilance of the revenue officers.  On one occasion & man was seen walking
along the streets of Singapore with an unusually thick pair of shoes gp,
the suspicions of a revenue officer, a chinting as he is called, was aroused,
he seized the man and took him before the writer who was the Polic¢

“Magistrate at the time to be examined, and in the soles of the shoes were
found tins about an inch deep, filled with contraband chandw. Another dodge
i8 to have hermetically sealed tin cases filled with chandu fitted into earthen
Jars closely, so as not to shake about, and other innocent articles are Ruﬁ
into the jars over the tins concealing them. smuggling 1s not so rife at
the present time as it was a few years' ago, in conscquence of Hokien and
Taychew gentlemen being interested in the Opium Farm. If the farm was
sold to ome race only, the other would do their utmost to smugglo
contraband chandu into the place and ruin their rivals. |

Chinese are excellent domestic servants. They are sober, industrious,
methodical, and attentive to their duties. They are limited to Macaos and
Hylams, and the opinion regarding the honesty of these two races is varied,
some Europeans of long residence in the Straits declare Hylam servants to
be incorrigible rogues whilst others give the same character to the Macaos,
and prefer the Hylams, There are good and bad amongst both and in the
writer's opinion there is litile to choose betweon them. They are as ho.est
a8 any other class of servants. Many residents give the preferance to the
natives of Madras or Klings as they arc called in the Straits, These
- invariably drink and are filthy in the extreme. The writer found a Kling
cook once beating up a custard pudding with the ai;ump of an old broom.
Chinese scrvants will tell you that &ling cooks do all their work in
the kitchen such as ornamenting or whitening cakes with their dirty

r

Chandw ; a preparation of Oplum.
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fingers. A story is told of a Kling cook boiling the plum pudding in the
corner of his waist cloth, who hearing his master call, rushed out of the
kitchen forgetting the pudding which came out of the pot dangling
about his heels. Chincse servants when they retum to China are in the
habit of lending their certificates of character to their friends who use
them as their own., It 18 necessary therefore to have a man identified by
his former master before you take him as a scrvant.” The Chinese are
exceedingly quick in learning their work.

- 7 The writer remembers some years ago taking a hoy in Canton frﬂ_ni his
_parents who hdd never been in service before. He knew nothing at first but
in a few days became an exceedingly smart fellow; pick ed up English 1&1}16.1?
learnt to mend ﬂlﬂthi}ﬂ and sew on buttons as if he had done so all his'life;

and In a very shm't time was the smartest scrvant in the fleet. He
was called ¢ Chﬂp dollar” from the fact of his having his face pitted with
small pox. Every Clynese merchant in those days put his Chop on every
good dollar that passcd through his hands, and the consequence was that
dollars got so fearfully marked that they soon lost all traces of any design,
dates or figures. Unless "chopped a dollar would not he received in
payment. In the Straits chopped dollars were some years ago considered
" the-best but now they are refused, and are below par in value. Straits
Chinese women do not go out to service, they are too proud to be menials.

The Sinkehs gain a livelihood also in the following way :—the towns of
the Ci}lﬂllj"ﬂ;:l'ﬂ without any propoer system of sewage, and no under-ground
drains exist to carry off night soil; but the lattéer is removed daily at

- early hours from the houses by Chinese gardeners, and Sinkehs who sell
it to the gardeners, in pails made on a model furnished by the Police au.
 thorities, and is used to manure vegetables. It is said that the excessive uso
- of such manureimparts an unpleasant flavour to vegetables and gome Europeans
“will not cat them in consequence. The nightsoil 1s stored in pits in the
vegetable gardens and is removed as required by the g&rdéhnra.&na poured
_over the plants. The country roads in the vicinity of vegetable gardens

-are anything but odorous thoroughfarcs. This manure is also used for
glu:':uer, pepper and other plants,

- The streets of Singapore and the other towns in the Stmits strongly
;__.__._reaemble those of Ghinese towns. Tle houses are narrow, seldom exceeding
- twenty feet in width, and the sign boards arc hung out on iron rods and
- "hooks into the't.hnrﬂughfm*e: and are painted red or black with gilt Chinege
characters written thereon, setting forth the name of the oceupant and his
:L".t'ra,de. Over each doorway is placed a board with the name of the chop,

ﬁrm, or style of the master on it in colors ﬂtwnwly 0011traﬁt1ng with the

-4 - 1
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colors of the boards. The fronts of the shops are embelhished by strips
of red pﬂpﬁer containing flowery passages from the classics, The interior

~ of thie shops are most neatly arranged with bottles, tin cannisters, boxes,
almeirahs, cupboards, and other receptacles for goods; and samples of the
latter are displayed in dll parts of the shop to attract attemtion., The
owner and his servants are exceedingly attentive to visitors and are as keen
at driving a bargain as any people in the world. A Chinese druggist’s shop
is quite a picture, There are numerous drawers arranged round the walls
filled with drugs of every conceivable description ; besides tin ca.nmste]:ﬂ,
bottles, unique Chinese jars, pots, deers’ horns, bones of different animals, and
other things.

" Poople are constantly dropping in with prescriptions from Chinesc
physicians, which are forthwith made up, and the medicines neatly rolled
up in paper parcels and handed to the messengers; whilsé theﬁpreacriptiﬂuﬂ
are stamped with the druggist’s seal or chop, and filed. The Chinese doctors
are considered very clever in curing fevers, diseases of the bowels, or lungs and
such like ; but surgery they know nothing of. They will not attempt the
amputation of a bmb unless it 1s so erushed and broken, that it would be
utterly useless to leave the injured part alone. Itis simply cut off and thrown
aside, and the bleeding stump covered with something to staunch the
hemorrhage, The writer once pointed over to some bones and asked what
they were good for ; the druggist replied, that they were tiger’s bones, and
if crushed and boiled in water the decoction would make you brave~ Several
of the drawers are always kept filled with black pills of various sizes ; like
Morrison’s and other quacks’ pills, a vast number must be taken at a time to
prove effectual. The Chinese are famous for their limments, and balsams,
which are considered infallible in attacks of rheumatism and other inflam.
matory affections. Our doctors might discover most important drugs, her’bs

and wondrous medicines in the Chinese ghops if they would hut carefully

go over their contents and test them.

Tt is usunal in the Straits to speak of well to do Chinamen as gentlemen
but as a, fact very few of them would be entitled to the distinction in
China; and none with the ecxception perhaps of the Honorable MR
Wramroa, a member of the Legislative Council of this Colony, anc
Consul for China, and Mr. Tax Kix Cuing the Siamese Consul who has
some Chinese rank, none would be allowed to stand uprigiit in the presence
~of a Mandarin. Many Chinese and Babas however are fully.entitled by
their status in the Colony and the suavity of their manrers, to the English

title of gentlemen.
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) MARRIAGE. |

Should the 1mnnrrrant be successful in his career he naturally provides
himself with a wife. His courtship and marriage are thus conducted. >The
preliminaries are arranged by a professional bride-seeker or matrimonial
agent, who makes enquiries and after finding®an unmarried girl, whose

~parents are anxious to dispose of her, he or she (there being both male and
~ female match makers) sce her and wait on the young man with a
description of the young lady and her family ; should they be approved of-
the go-between calls upon the girl’s parent§ with a slip of red paper
+ contaming the name of the young man, the date of his birth, the names of
his parents, the place of their abode, and other particulars. If the girl’s
parents approve nf the young man they hand the agent a slip of ved paper
containing snuﬂar particulars regarding their-daughter and the matech
maker take# the two slips of paper to an astrologer to know if the union
of the two persons 1s likely to prove propitious, |

The wise man coysults the stars and reveals the resnlt. If favourable,
presents are exchanged, the man sending a gﬂld ring or two, and other jewels

- and the girl returns a gold hair pin or other jewel and they are then betrothed.

A fortune teller is again congulted, who fixes the day of marriage and a sum
-of money is agreed upon to be paid tothe parents of the bride. The bridegroom
seldom or never sces his betrothed until the marriage day. A leg of roast
pork, some dollars, two bottles of arrack or hrandy, two ducks, two fowls,
a small box containing the paper filled up by the astrologer or fortune.
teller, in“which he mentions the propitious day, and two candles ornamented
with colored paper are placed on trays, usually red trays from Birmah,
and are carried by the match maker to the girl’s house.. 8he accepts one
fowl, a duck, a slice of the pork, all the money and the candles which are
lighted at the birth of the first male child.

Obeisance is then made to the household deity or Tokong as it is c&llﬂd
which is either an idol or picture of one of their deified countrymen or
women, and the match maker 1s told that the bride elect will be ready
to receive her betrothed on the happy day. A Chinaman may have

~ three or fonr__wives; but the first 18 always looked upon with the

™ ementest respect and treated with deference by the other wives
?hee children of all the wives are treated on an equal footing. As a

rule in the Straits, the Chinaman has only one wife, and if he takes

- other women into the house they are treated as concubines, No difference

s made by the fathers between legitimate and illegitimate children, The”

~ “father in most cases in ﬁlalting his will, leaves his wealth to be divided

" equally amongst them all, females excepted. In cases of intestacy the pro-

. perty is distributed according to English law.
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After the hetrothal the parents of the girl prepare her élothes, and the
bridegroom his house for his wife’s reception. On the wedding day prayer
18 oifered to their respective Tokongs and the bridegroom sends as much
money as he can afford on a hrass tray, together with four wax candles,
one pair has a bird cut out in coloved paper pasted on each candle ; and the
other pair has a paper dragon, the bird is supposed to represeyt a phenix
which with the dragon are cmblems of conjugal fidelity. On the tray is
placed the red slips of paper gentaining the girl’s name, the names of hoy
parents, their ages and the birth place of each ; and another slip of paper
containing the same particulars regarding the bridegroom and his family.

-

There are besides on other trays dry fish, fruits of all kindg, a silk sarong,
two cotton sarongs, two pieces of white and two pieces of black cloth, five
or six pairs of men’s shoes, five or six pairs of women’s shoos, ~two fowls,
two ducks, a roast pig, and a roast cgoat, and other thiugﬁ. The girl
accepts two sarongs, two pairs of shoes, a piece of the pig, afowland dusek,
some fruit, the paper referring to her hushand and a pair of candles. She
returng the remainder accompanied by a pair of shoes, a fan, a silk tie for
his trowsers, a purse, two dollars, five gold huttons, two pomegranates tied
together with silk thread and two bottles of lime juice as a present from
herself and she places a silver coin in cach ear of the roast pig. After thisthe
go-between conducts the bridegroom and his friends to the bride’s house.

SIX men dressed in mandarin attire, long silk gowns and conieal hats,
receive them at the door and lead the bridegroom to the family altar before
which he prostrates himself. 'The attendant then points to a seat which
he takes. A little boy dressed like the men now enters with several cups
of tea which he presents to the guests, every cup is emptied at a signal,
cigars are smoked and sireéh * chewed.  The boy then leads the bridegroom
to the bride’s bed chamber and the girl comes out to receive them. This
18 their first meeting and should she be hideous the young man's feelings
may be more easily imagined than deseribed.

The happy pair then worship together at the family altar ; the man then
points to the door and the girl walks out ; the man points to her sedan chair
or carriage waiting outside, which the bride enters followed by two yﬂungﬁ“
girls, the bridesmaids. A procession is formed which conducts the bride to
the bridegroom’s house. On leaving the residence of the bréde’s parents a
great number of crackers are fired off for good luck.

[ o

On reaching her future home the hushband comes 4o the sedan or.
carriage, strikes it with his fan and opens  the door, points to the

_— - —

*Sirih, the betcl pepper.—Crawfurd.
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doer ef his own house which the bride enters. The pair thtn worship
at the husband’s famly altar, after which the bridegroom poimts to
an upper room where a repast is spread. Two hard boiled eggs are
placed on a plate 1 the centre of the table. The hushand and wife scat
themselves opposite each other, the, latter takes a chop stick and points to
one of the dishes; the former does the same, and in like manner all the
fdod is pointed out, when the man takes onc of the cges ‘and deseends to
the company, and the girl takes the other ege and follows. The husband
then strips himself of his marriage suit and the ceremony is completed.
Three dayseafter they worship at their own family altar and then go to
the bride’s parents’ house to worship at their family altar, Should the
husband have phrents, a chair is placed on cach side of the altar for them,
the Dride gives a cup of tea to the husband’s mother, and the husband
hands a {:111; to the father. The newly marred couple now prostrate them-
selves belore®he altar and must remain m that position till their parents
take hold of their fands and raise them up.  The hushand’s mother makes
the bride a present the fath® does the same, and after this the whole
family kowtow before the idols, |

During the three first days after marrtage all the friends of the newly
married couple send money and presents to them. On the third day after
having worshipped at the house of the wife’s parents as above described,
they give a feast at which all {the people who have sent money are entitled

to attend but those who have not sent money cannot attend unless invited”
in writing,

At the cnd of the feast the husband takes his friends to sec his wife they
sit, eat sirih and drink tea with her. She then takes a cup of brandy or
arrack in her hand and one of the visitors puts the following guestions to
her: What is the arrack or brandy, as the case may be, made of? The
name of her clan, her father's name, his profession, and a few mniore
questions are asked. To these questions suitable replies are dictated
by the elder females of the family, The examiner drinks his arrack.
Another visitor questions her, and so on until all the visitors have put &
Few questions to her on various subjects. She then tastes her cup and
every man 18 in duty bound to empty his. Tea is now handed round and
the bride is exagnined as to her domestic acquirements, after smoking and
-eating sirih the company retire giving the bride presents of gold ornaments,
money, or any other gift.

. On the expiration of twelve days the girl’'s parents give a feast
to which the newly married couple arc invited. After regaling themsdlves
the bride retwrns to her house, before the scrvanis or others in the

L ]
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house light fires, for if smoke should appear from the roof of the
house before she returns it is considered an unlucky omen. On leaving
her father’s house two sugar canes are put on the roof of her carriage.
At the end of a month the bride pays her parents a visit which ends all
the ceremonies. The marriage ceremony is lengthened or shortened
according to the means of the parties concerned, and the value and extent
of the presents vary according to circumstances. The gist of the whole™
affair appears to be the interchange of the slips of red paper. These are
always treasured up like our certificates of marriage and produced when
proof is required of the event. In Singapore these slips of paper are

taken by Hokiens to Tan Bene Swrr or Tax Kim Cuixa who registers
the marriage and puts his seal on the papers. &

As a rule the Chinese women are faithful; and the men devoted to their
children. It is a pleasant sight to sce after the day’s we2k is over the
men nursing their bgbies, or amusing their children, looking happy and
contented. Tarents expect much from th® children, especlally from the
males, the greatest attention in life, and when dead the performance of the
customary rites and ceremonies at their .tombs, It is the belief of the
Chinese that the peace of his soul depends upon the rites performed at his
grave and vast sums of money are left by them with instructions in their
wills for the due celebration of these posthumous rites and ceremonies called
“Qin Chew;” and the Baba views with horror these pious beauests set
ruthlessly aside by English judges as being superstitious and opposed to
our rules against perpetuities.

The following description of Sin Chew as practised by the Chinese of the

Straits Settlements is taken from the judgment of Sir Benson Maxwell in
the suit of Choa Cheow Neoh vs. Spottiswoodo ;—

“The word Sin Chew is composed of Sin, which Jneans a spirit, soul or
ghost, and Chew, which means ruler; and the composite word means the
spirit ruler, or spiritual head of the house., When a man dies, his name,
with the dates of lue birth and death, is engraved on a tablet; thig is
enclosed in an outer casing, on which a new name, which now for the ﬁl!_\t
time given to him, and the names of his children, are engraved. This
tablet is kept cither in the house of the worshipper, or in that which has
been set apart for the Sin Chew. Tt is. sacred, and can be touched only
by the male descendants or nearest male relatives of the deceased, who
alone may look upon the name on the enclosed tablet. * It is the represent-
tation of the deceased. At certain periods, viz: on the anniversary of his
death, and once in cach of the four scasons, his son or sons, or if he hag
- none, his ncarest male relative, hut never his daughters or other females, go

-
-
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to the place where the tablet is, and Fy on & table in front of it a quantity of
food, such as pigs, goats, ducks, fowls, fish, sweetmeats, fruit, ton Mnd
arrack. They light joss:sticks, fire crackers, burn small squares of thin
brown paper in the centre of each of which is about a square mnch of gold
or silver tinsel, they bow their heads three times, kneel, touch the ground
with their foreheads, and call on the Sin Chew by his new name to appear

- and partake of the food puovided:for him. The food remains on the table
for one or two or even three hours, during which time the spirit feeds on its
etherial savour; and to ascertain whether it is satiated or satisfied, two
pitis (Chinese ¢dins) or two pieces of bamboo are thrown on the table or on the

_ground in front of it, and if they both turn up witk the same face, the.
offering is mns';de'r'ed insufficient, and more food is laid on the table,
After the lapse of a sufficient time to allow the spirit to partake of it, the
same test 1s a,ga,in resorted to, and so, until the coins or bmbaﬂﬂ, by
turning up different fgces, shew that the spirit has had encugh. 'The food
18 then removed, and eaten or ﬂi:]zerwiée disposed of by the relatives, but |
there is no distribution of it in charity or among the poor. Indeed,
the Chinese have & repugnance to food which has been offered in this way, . .
except when they are members of the family. The papers which are
burnt supply the Hpirit with money and clothing, the gold and silver tinsel

. turning intd precious metal. No prayers are offered to the spirit; the person
who makes the offering of food asks for nothing whatever. The primary
object of tRe cere?nnney ig to show respect and reverence to the deceased,

to preserve his memory in this world, and to supply his wants in the other,
Its performance is agreeable to God, the supreme all-seeing, all-knowing,
and invisible being, who assists and prospers those who are regular in this
duty; and its meglect entails disgrace on him whose duty it is to perform
it, and poverty and starvation on the neglected spirit, which then leaves its
abode (either the grave or the house where the tablet rests ) and wanders
about, an outcast, begging of the more fortunate spirits and haunting
and tormenting his negligent desgendant, and mankind generally. To avert
the latter evil, the wealthier Chinese make, in the seventh month, every
Jeig, & general public offering, or sacrifice, called Kee-foo or Pok-toh, for the
benefit of all poor spirits.”” The real Chinaman as well as & few Babas
remit money a,ﬁngally to China for the performance of the Sin Chew at
the graves of their ancestors. K
Religion ddes not appear to enter mto the marriage rites ; they appear
to consist of nothing more than a series of feasts, and meaningless
observances ; no express contract is entered into, but the fact of it being

an ancient form is sufficiently binding on the Chinaman’s conscience and
few 1nstances occur of the men forsaking their wives, though their notions




£ 30°)

lighted and placed round the body ; a coflin 18 then brought and the body

put 1n with quick lime. Insoine families coflins are stored ready for wee.
Should the deceased luve children, thev, or if he 1s unmarried, the nearest

relatives dress in sackeloth; undo their quenes and make themsclves
look ae miserable as possible, and literally howl round the coffin, A litle
before the coffin is removed to the cometery tables are epread with catables,
and & priest attends to perform tle funeral cercmony which is thus con-
ducted. The relatives acting as chicf mourners kave Lighted joss sticks
placed in their hands and are made to kowtew and prostrate themselves
before the tables, while the priest stunds at ene side 1*i1r;.j.,ring' o small bell
and chanting verses in a monclenous Jow texe, After keepsrg vp the Fuge-
ing for about Lalf an hour, melmI ft the coff'n and it is carried to the
grave no matter how far. | - -

This is no easy task, as the coffins are very heavy and it generally takes
thirty to forty men to lift theom. They divide the weight Ty multiplying
the shoulder sticks applicd to the peler. Tortune tellers, or vstrolegers are
consulted as to a propiticus day for the Tunerul which may Te fxed iy bim
on some day a long way off, and the Ledy has to Le kept i the houvre wntil
the lucky day tarives. The astroleger 1y ulvo ccnsuited vs {0 the Yest Eltt‘
for the grave. He docs so with a cemypasy, snd does net jaofees to
“be gunided by the stars or any occult science in comingsto a sonclusion
The writer recollects sceing a party of British scamen at the capture of
Woosung 1n 1842 gnter a Chinaman’s house where weve two or three cofl'ns
covered over with rch clothe highly decorated.  Jeck concluded they were
treasure trove and commenced a violent atiack upon them with axes and
hatchets; and had cut into them deeply when an eoffeer who bad been in
China before came 1n and informed them, munch to their disgust, that the
cases were likely to centmn dead Lodies and not dollars. |

When the auspicious (ﬁ} nrmves the C{*[Il‘i1 18 ledl"{;tnl to the prave with
rreat pomp and ceremeny. ‘Lhe fvneral precession is formed first by the
clief mourners, members of the family male and ftfm:ﬁé dressed in EILL'_:]'..—
cloth; followed by members of cvery secvet or fiiendly society the deceatd
may have belenged to, marchivg two and {wo acccmpanied Ly hands of
Chinese music ercating the most discordant scunds. Kothi 1g. would em-
bitter the dying moments of o Chinaman more then the fact flmt Le would
be buried without a procession ¢ and digplay. One motive for I;-Llfsn”mg to the
gecret and other sceictics is to insure a large attendance of persens ot
funerals of members; many socictios exist with no other ohjcet than to
afford members an ostentatious burial. The chief mourners Leep up an
appropriate howline as the procession moves on to show their avief foo
the loss of the departed. The wmembers of the different 3ocret socictivs

-
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- are dressed im various uniforms so ag to dastingmish them,. ﬂ[&ny wear
large spectacles of different colors, symbolical of something mystdyious
no doubt. The procession is accompanied by coolies bearing flags, rnbrel-

© las, staves with various symbols upon them, little Loys on ponies disguised
as old men with spectacles on ; and a mixed crowd brings up the rear on foot
and 1n carriages. The [unerala of women ure quite as rorgeous as those
of men. The procession that accompaniced the romaing of the wife of the

Toah Koh or elder brother of the Ghi Hock Triad Socicty in the early part
of 1877 was fully threc quarters of a mile long.

As the pr:}cesaimn moves along gold and silver paper moncy is strewn
about the road by two or three men who run ahead of the coffin, and at the
grave a plece of white cloth about half a yard wide and a little more than -
afathom long is given to each person. It is amusing to see coolies who
have attendedgthe funerals of rich people returning from the grave chatting
and laughing and showing the cloth they have received to cach other.
When the procession arrives at aturning in the road it is usual for the chief
mourners to prostrate themselves before the coffin to show respect they say
to the bearers. A vast deal of money is spent on funerals.

The poor are luried with very little pomp in cemeteries which ave
invariably picturesquely situated on the sides of beautiful hills. And the
only part of the cercmony that is never neglected even by the poorest, is
the strewgng ofgbhe road with paper money which the deceased is supposed
to require on his passage from this world te the next. A bundle of phper
money 18 also nailed on the coffin.  The rich bury their dead in their own -+
plantations in all parts of the country and the graves are shaped like the |
“last letter of the Greck alphabet Omega. Emblematical ef the end of all
things perhaps and significant in connection with the .E*EPIEEEi{}]l i the
Bible of the Alpha and Omega of all things, the beginning and ending. The
graves are prettily painted and adorned and add much to the natural heauty
of the scenery; seme graves are of gigantic proportions and are always
kept in thorough repair. In the front of cachgrave is placed a tablet of -
granite containing the name, age, and place of birth of the decgased. .
Trvice a year the whole family repair to the grave to perform the rites and
Ceremonies 80 sacred to the Chinaman.

. Amongst the rith Tay-Chews, it is customary to send back the bodiep o €
their relatiops and friends for interment in China and some Hokiens have
done so. The fremght for such cargo 1s very great and qmte 1}1&?&1‘11;3
peuple of ordinary wealth to indulge m the luxury. -

The writer knows of no act that has so great an influence upon a C‘ﬁﬁam&n -
than the worship of his deceased ancestors. There 1s something selfish too
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there surrounded by a few carnest Chinese christians who are working

ealously in the good cause. The writer has visited some of these chapels -
frum time to time and lus always been struck by theé Samestness that
prevailed amoengst all & terding the serviees. There are also’ Chinese girls
tchools in charge ¢i cainuwcet lady missionaries, but there are no statistics -
published of the recult of these mstitutions,

VWorsnrering e DEAD.

Every family gocs to the graves of its ancestors twice a year. Iatables
of various kinds ave ylaced at the foot of each grave with chop-sticke, and
jose-sticks are lighted apd sluck into the ground round the grave. Each
visitor takes a few in Loth hands and kow-tows to the ground twice, and
sacred paper represeiting money is burnt ; for the spirits of the dead are
supposed to require mceney te buy clothes and food inethe other world.
After burning the paper the kowtowing is repeated and Svhile doini 8o
each persen says ““on such a day we your descendants or relations come to
worship you ; Ir]‘ﬁi:.u't and guard us” or words to the samemffect. In the
meantime the ghosts of the departed are supposed”to enjoy themselves
over the eatables, When they are satisfied, their children return liome
and demolish the food left by the spirits. B3s

-

The prespeet of death bas no fears for the Chinese, and they commit
suicide on the slightest provocation. A wife will do it to revenge
herself on her husband when she goes to the other world, believing
that she will .Lave the power to return at any time to vex and
tease her refractory epcuse. A cooly affiicted with®a treublesome
sore that lasts: longer than hLe thinks mnecessary will @ coolly go
out during the night and hang himself on the first tree he comes athwart
Or "a trivial dispute with his master will lead a cooly to take his own life to
rid himself of the annoyance. Tor imaginary or temporary evils they com-
mit suicide hastily, but often will endure for yeass the ﬁgre&test sutlerings
with patience and fortitude. Tle wership of ke dcad and the attention
paid to their wantsin the other world by the living must in a great measure
conduce to this callonsnces cf death. They kave ro defnite ideas of wkat
their future state may le, Lut are convirced, unlegs very wicked in thm

life, wthat they are sure to be happier in the other world than in this. The
Christian’s ideas are somewhat opposed to this view. However good he niyy
be, the terrcrs of death and the cruel punishments awaiting him on the

| other side of the grave, inculeated by a false teaching, refider him fearful of
the change. ' | 2

The Chinese are cowards only when facing their feHow creatures. The
writer wasg informe d by officers who were at the bombardment of Canton

-
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in 1860 that, when the city was in flames the inhabitants were u_aing
firc engines to put the fire out under a heavy fire of shot and shell as un-

“concernedly as if they were in no danger ; and as they were shot downethers
would appear on the house tops holding the hoses and directing the supply

of water to where the flames raged fiercest to be shot down in their turn.

But in the field it was absurd to sce hundreds of Olhinese fly before half &

dozén Englishmen. The writer saw in 1843 five resolute fellows armed
with old Brown Bess hold in check a vast crowd armed with matchlocks
and other weapons, who had notthe courage to ndvance closer than
a hundred ;rardﬂ. In street fights such a sight asa stand up
fivcht between eqpal numbers is never geen. Invariably a crowd of armed
men make a rueh at a few umfortunate passers-by and beat them to deat

or leave them on the ground seriouely injured ; or swoop down unexpectedly

~upon & plantajon, and wmurder every man, woman, and child there,

&

DOMESTIC HABITS.

The demestic habits of the Chinese resemble our own to some extent.
In the lower and middling claeses the fumales cf the family cook the meals
and attend to the comforts of the nwn, and perfoyrm the menial dutics of
the household. The rich employ servants to execute those duties. At day-

 light the servant, should there be one in the house, if not, a member of the

family _ligbl:ﬁ a few Incense sticks, comes to the frqr;ﬁgwr“’ﬁhe house {l.nfl bows
to the sky three or four times, holding the lighti?c'rﬂﬁckﬂ above the hea&
This obeisance is in honor of God they say. This is the only worship they

- vepder the Great Creator during the day. The scrvant then kowtows to

the household gods and places the lighted sticks in Btgﬁlﬂﬂ that are placed
before them for the purpose. A few of these lighted joss sticks are stuck
into6 niches at the outer door of the house. The household gods are repre-
gented Dy idols or tokongs, or topehkongs as they are called by the Malays
or pictures of deified pepronages. After the morning worship the house is

thrown open and swept clean ; the men go to their daily avocations and the

women prepare hreakfast, In the towns they breakfast hetween seven and
eight o'clock ; lunch at eleven and dine between three and four p.m. On

. plantation the coolies breakfast atsix in the morning and go to work

after, 1unch at cleven or twelve o’clock, and dine after the labors of the day

~are over; abhqut sunset ora little later. The coolies are asgembled by the

gound 'of a cow's lern which 18 also used to collect neighbors together in

cages of cmergency, such as an attack of robbers or other nntoward ecir-

&
cumsiance,

Men take their m¥ald alone; women and children take thelrs in an inper

° » . | -
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apartment ; thére is no social intercourse between the sexes. Women arc
treated by the Chinese like all Eastern nations as inferior to the lords of
the creation. |

There is not much variety in the meals; the breakfast is as substantial
as the dinner. Their staple food is boiled rice to which they add stews of
different kinds made of pork, fowls, dycks, and fish cut up in small pieces
and seasoned with salt, onions, and condiments of different kinds. The
food has always to be cut in small pieces as the use of chop-sticks is universal.
Very few, even of the wealthiest, indulge at table 1 Eurapean knives,
forks and spoons. It requires a vast deal of practice to handle chop-
sticks; a pair is held between the fingers of the right harfd and the food 1s
deftly picked up with the tips and put imto the mouth. When rice has to
be eaten the bowl containing it is held to the mouth and the graing arc
shovelled in with the sticks.  For the soups they use an gartheﬁ spoon shaped
like a baby’s papboat. As a rule the Chinese eat very fast. The flesh of
the pig is more commonly used than that of any other animal.

The number of dishes that a Chinese will put ¢n the table for European
guests 18 something marvellous. Figh maws, bird’s nests, trepan and
other choice articles form the chief ingredicnts of the best dishes, and
some are palatable cnough. |

At a thorough Chinese dinner e¥er and anon the host stops cating and
chgllenges his guests to drink and holds up a diminutive cup filled with
arrack or brandy to the brim, each guest does the same and follows the
movements of his host. Each cup is emptied at the same time, and placed
on the table empty. After the dinner it is considered polite to beleh as
loudly as possible tqevince one's satisfaction. At a dinner the writer wus
once at with twenty or thirty Bubes he was astonished at the individual
next to him indulging not only in loud sounds from his mouth but by
explosions of a different nature. The writer looked at him with diggust
much to his amusement ; and he excused himself by'saying that unless the
ouests showed their approval of the repast in this way the host would fear
that he had not given them a good dinner, and that they had not eaten to
replesion.  The superiority of the father is carried to such an absurd length
in Malacca that sons cannot sit at the same table with therr fathers if therc
are any guests present.  They may attend as domestics but dare not sit at
the table on an equal footing with the father. ’

Babas are exceedingly fond of a condiment prepﬂ,;ud from the shrimp
clled  Balachan. T.pe shrimps gre shelled and stecped in congee, or water
that rice has bgef’ Loiled in, n»iil fermentation begins; they are then
gaken out of the water and w_d in the suy, and finally grﬂuﬁd to o pulp

. o
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with apicos, and may then he cooked in various ways ; fried simply, or burnt
wrapped in a piece of plantain leaf, or mixed with chillies, onions, garlie
and aromatic herbs of different kinds, with various articles of food such as,
prawns, fish, &c. &ec., when it is called a sambal, and it 18 then eaten with
rice and cwry or with rice alone, It is exceedingly palatable with bread
and butter. Balachan is equal or superior to gome tastes to any European
caviare, or potted meats, or fish prepared with spices, but the taste for'it
must be u,cquired, The smell is decidedly objectionable.

When in England some .years ago the *writer had received a pot of
Balachan from whe Straits and occasionally indulged init. The. smell-
at o distance whilst it was being cooked was savory enough, and attracted
the attention of a neighbour, a fine old English Gentleman of the old school.
He asked what it was that smelt o delicious; and on a description of the
stuff heing give him®Phe said he was curious to taste it, He was invited to
dinner and a delicious sambal was placed at his elbow to be eaten with his
curry and rice. The latter he took to amazingly and he did not object
much to the taste of the sambal, but the smell proved too much for him; he
sniffed and coughed awhile and at last, unable to stand the aroma any
longer, but being too polite to complain aloud, said in a stage whisper {o the
servant, © take this horrible stuff away and place it somewhere elge ”. We
enjnyed' 2 hearty laugh at the old gentleman’s expense. He often after
enjoyed his curry and rice withus but never again was tempted to try the
balachan. A Malacca belle prides herself on the splendid balachan and deli-
cious sambals she can make. The balachan is decidedly a delicious com-
pound, but like the durian, the most delicious ¢ruit in the world, is exceedingly
objectionable on account of its offensive odour. ‘

In oll houses tea iz infused and kept ready for use all day, for a Chinese
soldom drinks plain water. They bathe frequently and at all hours of day

or night. Tt is said if sinkeks neglect the bath they get ulcerated legs
~which sometimes prove incurable. - -

In their leisure hours the women amuse themselves by making PUYRCS,
ornaments for bed hangings, children’s caps, and other fancy articles. Their
fancy work is exceedingly pretty and some of the commonest looking wo-
men display great ingenmity, gkill and originality in the patterns thf;}ﬁ
invent. Women are exceedin¥ly fond of picnics. Every Sunday large

parties of them mnay be seen driving out with their children to spend the
day in the country feasting, Dhathing, and not unfrequently gambling.
Sometimes they play for love as we call it, but more often for meney, The
oo of gambiing is inherent in the Chimese Men, women and children
are addicted to the vice. A.species of gam.rd called Wha Whay ” 18 a
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gpecial favorite with the women and o great deal of money is lost and
won at this pastime. The men amuse themselves with cards, dominoes,
chess, and draughts. These are somewhat similar to the game played by
us. At chess no figures are wused, but draughis-men are employed with
Chinese characters cut into them, representing the different I)IE‘{}EE such as
pH.WIlH, kings, castles and others.

*Women do not join the men in their antusements. They play by
‘themselves, and at cards only. The Chinese games at cards are exceedingly
simple, all depend upon chéhce, The highest card winning every thing.

. No skill or ingenuity is requisite to play any of their.garmes. Young men
~are fond of flying kites made in the shape of birds, ships,” animals, men

women, snakes and other creatures., A bow is usually attached to each
kite, the strings of whlch vibrate in the passage of the kite through the

air and produce & curious sound. Where a great nunrer of kites are aflont
their appearance iz Yery enlivening, and the bows befng of different sizes
the aerial music produced is not unplensant to the ear.

Some perform on rnde guitars with one, two, or three strings, which
they accompany with their voices in a shrill falsetto, most disagreeable to
n musical ear. The writer has heard many players but never conld distin-
guish any melody. There is simply a sliding up and down the sirings with
the finger at random whilst the slrings are struck with a piepé of iron
producing the most extraordinary sounds, A man will amusc himself in
this way for hours. They may possess tunes but the writer has never been-
able to detect ome. A player will Larp upon one string for hours and
hours playing the same notes over and over agnin. A smail fife is
sometimes heard "but it 18 not a favorite mstrument. The Babas have got
the violin from their Portuguese neighbours and ean play a number of fan-
dangoes, and European polkas, waltzes, and quadrilles. They have very
good ears for music and will, if thrown with European performers eatch
their tunes very correctly. The Malacea Babas are exceedingly musical
and are’ very clever in extemporizing words to their tunes, and will for
several hours at a time amuwse themselves and their guests by singing their
pantuns, and lagus, accompamied by fiddles- and tomtoms. The lagus are
chiefly Malay tunes. They have an ingtrument which emits a tone resembling
the bagpipe, which is a favorite. -

It 13 said, as a joke, that llﬂthlllﬂ"lllill‘lllud the Chinese in Larut more,
when M. Pickering the prescut Protector ﬂf_Emlgrautﬂ, who plays on the

Scotch bagpipes, was sent with Major Dunlop. R. A, Inspector General

Pantun a Malay word ﬂlﬂ'mfym;:; a poetical eentence, consisting of four shoet lines
rhyming a.ltemﬂtfely in whmh the thongnt is expreﬂﬂed by comparigon or ﬂllusmn

"~ Oruwfwﬂ A | |
Lagu, tune, or air.- Grnuﬂfurd .

-



89 ]

of Police, to Tarnt in Perak to settle some disputes thut axigled thers betwoen
rival societies and tribes, causing the inhabitants of Penang a great deal of
trouble and anxiety, than Mr, Pickering going about the villages playing
on his pipes, Chinese tunes mayhaps. He quite won their heartslike -
Orpheus of old and the resnlt was that the Chinese hecame most tractable.

The rival parties shook hands, peace was restored and Major Dunlop
and Mr. Pickering returnédd to Penang with flying colors. "Phe effect of
the bagpipesevas magical : When the party was marching up to a stockade
and it was not quite certain how they would be received Mr. Pickering
would strike up on his pipes. The Chinese would flock out of their
strongholds Dby* hundreds and regard the player with wonder, and march
along in his wake seemingly delighted with what they doubtless thought
was Chinese n®sic. ‘They have also drums, cymbals, flageolets, and wooden
and metal instruments of percussion which are struck with sticka, When
» host of these instruments ave played at the same time, as they are at
theatres and processions, the noise 13 as discordant as ean be imagined.
Noige isapparently, the desideratum. 4

They have no manly games. Babas join the Malays in their game of foot
ball or ¢ sepah ragah " ; and the Klingsina game resembling “ prisoner’s
base . They also play at pitch and toss. |

Well to do Babas have their billiards and bowls, and other European
cames, but as a rule the Chinese idea of enjoyment is to sit still or lie on
the back and do nothing. Nothing surprises them more than the pertinacity
with which Europeans go in for exercise, walking or riding daily ; playing
at cricket and'lawn tennis, ranning, jamping, putting weights, and taking
other violent diversion; when it lies in his power to enjoy s dolee far
niente withont stirring, a muscle. The poor walk sturdily covering their
three and a half to four miles an hour with ease; but will ride in a hack-
ney earriage whenever they can afford to pay for one. Those who can
afford it keep their own carriages and some of the finest turn-outs to
" De seen of an evening are the carringes and pairs belonging to the rich Babee.

'the Chinese seldom ride on horseback. In Malacca the women are
carried about on men’s shoulders slung in a hammock screened from the
sun by Kajangs.™ " . | o

The Chinese in the Straits have no particular arme or weapons. The
 one in common use is & sharp pointed pole gometimes tipped with iron
about eight foet lt;ng resembling the ordinary boarding-pike It is used
very  skilfully both for offence and defence and has the advantage of keep-
ing the enemy at a respectable distance. It is the usual weapon used iu

street fights, Another danierous :weapon is the. _tnde_nt ‘Th_ifﬂfiu some-
% Kajang, = gressed nipnh palm lenf for & thatched roof, or awning. Crowfurd.

.

|
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times nsed in riots but is not in cominon use, The double sword is another
weapon that is used skilfully. The two swords are carried in one sheath
and whilst one 1s used for attack the other is held in the left hand and
gerves as a defensive weapou. Fitearms ave seldom resorted to. As
¢ rule these people are of peaceful inelination, and do not keep weapons
in their houses. Even in isolated places in the country. hundreds of houses
may be found withouta weapon of any kind. In cases of emergency the
earrying pole which nearly every labourer possesses, proves a tethal

weapon in the hands of & powerfnl man.

Ay 2 rule in the Straits the Chinese salute each other in the Kuropean
faghion by shaking hands though on ceremonions oceasicns they join ther

olased hands and lift them two or three times towards the head in orthodox
Chinese fashion.

They are very pohte to visitors ; the wildest Chinaman “n & European
vigiting his hut ‘will place a tray before him with t€apot and small cups
of tea, and attend upon him whilgt in the house and conduct him on leay-
ing with great ceremony to the door,. |

Dancing is never indulged in, either off or on the stage. They go to oy
Balls and are doubtless shocked at the way our belles whirl about in the
mazes of the waltz tightly clasped round the waist by members of the
opposite sex. They form a very vague idea of our motals from such scenes,
but never express their sentiments. - .

They are subject to leprosy and other diseases, the result it is said of the
s nmoderate use of the flesh of the pig. They seldom or never eat that
of any other animal. Buef is seldom or never touched. Tn spite of frequent
ablutions cutancous diseages are very common amongst them. Our pauper
hospitals are always full of patients ; the secret and friendly socisties shelter
mauy ; and yet huodreds may b2 met in the Colony wandering about, the
most disgusting sights, excitmg the sympathy of passers by who invariably
give them a copper or twO a8 they shudder past,

They are exceedingly fond of country houses gurrounded by gardens
1aid out in true Chinese fashion with fish ponds, grotesquely shaped bushes,
and dwarfed plants of every variety in pots of many shapes and
colors. Mr. Whampoa's garden ub Singapore is one of the- lions of the
place, and is worthy a visit. He has in it a perfect meflagerie and aviary.
His orang-utan, Mahomet, is a curiosity. His manhke propensities have, ’
it is said, quite won oOver BOIE of his visitors to the Darwinian theory,
Since the ahove Was written the orang-outan wont the way of all
flesh, and now ornaments the Singapore Museum. The holidays
of the merchants and others are invariably spent at these retreats;
often innocently, but sometimes in gambling, :

_——

-
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Some of the rich Babas are mumnificent in their gifi?ﬂ to public charities
and institutions ; the Singapore Water Works were started with a present
from the late Tun Tock Sepg of $13,000 to Government for that purpi}au
and took, it deserves recording, twenty two yeurs to finish, Mr. Cheang
Hong Lim, one of the Singapore Opium Farmers, has spent large sums M

money for the public benefit and gives a cup to be run for at the races, and
s0 with the Babas at the other settlements, |

Sometimes they spend large sums of moncy rather ridiculously. One
gentleman 1t ® ig said has a great vegard for turtles, and spends a fortune
in buving all he canat the different markets, and after painting his name
on them letting them go at sea to revel in their native clement. The name
on the hack tﬁe Baba thinks establishes his ownership and preyents
the poor r,rmtmea being slangltered if retaken. Tt is possible the Baba

has some nlem that thu Bﬂlﬂb of his ancestors Inhabit the bodies of these
creatures,

The Chinese are of middling height and robust ; hair invaniably black,
lank, coarse and plentiful on the head but deficient on face and body ; they
never have whiskers; if o man is fortunate enough to have a wart’on the
face on which a few hairs sprout, the latter are cherished with great care
and allowed to grow to a great length and are mueh prized; but as a rule
hairs of ‘th(‘! face are carvefully plucked out with pincers by the barbers.

Tt is a rule in Ching that the moustaches may not be worn till o man is
a grandfather, or the Dbeard Defore he is sixty years of age; but in the
Gtraits men over forty vears of _age wear ‘both, if they can get them,
although childless. They may be emphatically termed a beardless race.
Females are shorter thau those of the European races. Pretty when
young but soon become un-l_w, and repulsive. The eyes are always black,
narrow and obliquely set in the head sometimes in an angle of thirty
degrees ; in some faces the cye appears like a narrow slit, the
upper eyelids being so tied down that the posscssor has a diffi-
enlty to open the eyes, and has to throw the head back to sce
clearly. They have high cheek bones extending lateraily, and receding
foreheads ; the facal angle being much smaller than In Eurﬂpemm,
sometimes scavcely fifty degrees; nose prominent with wide nos-
trils; lips thick; mouths of ordimary size; hands and feet small and
well shaped teachers, clerks, and persons of sedentary habits let the nails,

of the left hand espem&lh . grow to an inordinate length, It isa mark of
‘wentility, Even laborers will sometimes let the nail of the left hand
hittle finger grow long to denote his affinity to the higher classes; complexions
}cllum ish brown sometimes very light, and when not tanned by the sun

' -
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as fair as some Eugopeauns’. Teeth regular and stroug, except in Babas,
s Biropenn déntist informed the writer that they as & yule have bad teeth;

"Babas are not- so’ rabust us the real Chmeae but resemble them in every_
~ other p&rti?ﬂla{ﬁ - 5 o e x

| CiaRacrenisfics - | L
“The Chmeue ave Hﬂb&l, industrious, domesticated, methﬂdmal mgeﬁmus.,-
honest and Pexaevermw in business, respectf.ul to their seniors, and duiuful
to thelr pmnta, polite in their intercourse with en.ch other, law Iuﬂné and
msﬂy governed with firmness; on the other hﬂ.nd they are crafty, pmud
Lmncmted tregchorous, 111131[1'111}1110113, revengeful ﬂﬂWﬂl‘dl"i’, ernel a-nd 1111—
Ctenthful.  Superstitious to o degree. Their features are stolid and never
indicate the ‘working of their minds,. The Ghmaﬂe Sir J8hn Davis } says
vesénfble ants, by the manner in which they mnquer &1iﬁcultleﬂ by dmt 'Df_
" mere numhem, 3111 they resemble those minute animals ncless in- “theiy
persﬂvermg and uncﬂnquer&ble industry. Many Chirflse customs are just
the veverse of ours. We mourn in black, they in white ; we prupul a Loat
with our backs to the bow, they with their faces to the frﬂnt we make tho
north point of the compass the chief point ; they the.south pmuf we takdh
off our hats and shoes as a token of respect, they keep them ‘on for tho
game purpose; we fan our faces to cﬂﬂl ourselves, they f&n the H,Iltlpﬂdﬂﬂi
‘to produce the same effect ; in ﬂ’ﬂl‘ names the surname is placed: laat, m-'
theirs they place the surmame fivat ; thoir place of honor at tablé i3"on the
left sicdeours is.on the right; they mount their horses on theright side, weon th&_'
left ;- their books are written from right to lefh, ours fiom left to ‘fight; in
EPEHJ{II]” of dates théy mention the year §rat, then the month and laatly. the
day of the month ; we give the date first then the month and lastly the yeaar ,*
their womengwear no petticoats and men no shirks, Mr. Wingrove Cook this
n.muslnirly writes with reference to China and the every day customs of the.
Chinege. ““ Wherethe roses have Ilﬂ fragrance, and the women no pétticoats ;
where the - labour er has no Hfubbath and the mapistrate no sense of honor ;
wherethe 11@:.,&1;*11(:111‘(3 tothe South, and thesign of being puzzled is to seratch
the antipodes of the head; where the place of honor is on the left hand,
and the seat .of intelleet is in the stomach; when to take off your hat i is
an insolent ggoture, and to wear white garments is to put yt}umelf into
RIGUTHING., |

FesTivavrs

No people in the world keep fewer holidays than the Ghinese, they havé®
no dayof rest, no sabbathset apart to rest from labour. Their shops areopen
“duily throughout the year with the exception of new year's day, thoughat:
‘that season very little Lusiness is done for several days. The new year

i
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rejolcings commance on.the 30th day of the 12th moon of the old year,
and conclude on the 16th day of the 1st moon. The principal days are
the 80th of the old year or new year’s eve, and from the first to the 4ifth
day of the new year inclusive, and the 15th and 16th of the first moon, on’
which days public worship-is conducted at the temples by the priests. On
New Year's eve every man, woman, and child keep awake to celebrate the
advent of the new year, which is ushered in by a discharge of millions d§
crackers. The sound is deafening and Europeans have little rest during
this season. To prevent accidents the discharge of crackers is regulated
Ly the polics and restricted to certain hours of the day, when Buropeans
are not in fthe habit of going abroad. Nothing Amuses young Chinamen
more than throwing lighted crackers under our horse’s noses and setting
them off heltgr “gkelter down the stroets. From midnight ‘of New Year's
eve houses are prepared for the reception of visitors whd pourin to pay
the inmates the compliments of the scason. Visits are exchanged through.-
out the day and pregents of tea, fruits, sweet-meats and ornaments are in-
terchanged accompanied by letters of éongratulation. Kuropeans make 1t &
point to visit their Chinese acquaintances and are always hospitably received,
and presented with cups of tea and other refreshments. The master of
the house hag to stay at home to receive visitors whilst the junior members
of the family and the females pay the visits.

This task must be exccedingly wearisome to a peraunﬁht;l'&ing & high
position although gratifying to his pride; for all day long «#nd for
several days the stream of visitors keeps pouring in’ and -out of his
house. The Honorable Mr. Ho Ah Kay Whamvpoa M. L. C.at the last
New Year holidays commencing on the 2nd of February 1878 was
besieged for eight or nine days., Hundreds of people of various
nationalities callad upon him, and the rond his ma.nsitm‘ stands on
was rendered nearly impassable from morn to eve by the numerous carriages
that bore the visitori to his hospitable gates. |

The writer on the last New Year's day at the house of an influential Baba, a
genial fellow, whose sympathies are entirely with us, was much amused by
"~ the visitors, some perfect strangers to the master of the house, rushing in,
decked out in mandarin attire, long silk cloaks, conical hats, - long
stockings, and thick soled shoes, kowtowing half a dozqg, times with
upraised fists, first on one side of the host and then on the
other, the latter returning the hows with much good humour; then
dopositing their _cards, narrow slips of red paper with theiy names
and addresses written thereon on a wsalver, and rushing out of the
house to the. carriage without exchanging a word with the host. When a
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Baba came he and mine host shook hands in trua-Engliﬂlf*E yvle and retived
to the vestibule to hob.nob together ; and so on for hours and hours. Placed
against the doorway leading to his conservatory were a couple of Rugar
cane plants freshly cut; the writer asked his host to explain the meaning
of this, but the Baba laughed and said he knew nothing of thege things,
he left such trifles to the women of hig family to look after. - Business-
men always close their accounts at the end of each year paying their debts
and getting in all that may be owing to them and commence the year with
a set of new books. It is considerod unlucky to commence the year with
unsettled accounts. ' |

The 9th of the 1st moon is called the Emperor of Heaven’s Elg,y and on the
15th of the Ist moon ocenrs the well known feast of danterns, Early

on the morning of these holy days the men flock to the temples with
sacred paper, candles, and Joss sticks composed of sandal wood dust ; the

paper 1s burnt in large metal vases, and the candles and inegnse sticks are
lighted and placed before the idols. In each house £pod of every descrip-
tion is placed before the family altar for three or four days, and crackers
are burnt from three or four o’clock in the morning till late at night. On
the evening of the feast of lanterns thousands of every conceivable shape and
size made of bamboo, silk, and paper painted of all colours with movable
figures of men, birds, and beasts revolving within are suspended in the
verandahs of the houges running along the side of the strects. The lights
are not very bright but the general effect is picturesque,

The scene at night in the Chineso parts of the several towns in the Colony
18 very exciting. Men and women walk to and fro dresged in clean holiday
suits, Chinese and Malay music break on the ear ag merry parties pass and
repass in hired carriages ; groups of Chinese are crowded round the stands of
fortune tellers, Children decked out in fantastic clothing are drawn ahout
in miniature carriages by Javanese and Boyanese coolios. Here an oxcited
group 1s listening attentively to a streat reader, who i3 reciting the accounts
of some wonderful incident that oceurred ages ago. There, an immenso
crowd is amused with the anties of a lad dresged in a strange caterpillar
looking disgnise, with a monstrous head having a faint resemblapee to a
tiger'’s, who jumps about and howls aceompanied by the most unearthly
music; this is called the game of tigers. The body of the animal is some-
limes twent®foet long andis supported by boys who wriggle about from
side to side imitating the movements of a living creature. 'The fipure is a
great deal more like the great Sea serpent’s than that of a tiger. On each
side of the street stalls afo placed illuminated by colored lanterns, behind
which master Fucki sits retailing sweets, and cooling drinks of all deserip-
tions and attracting the attention of passengers by knocking two pieces of

-~ :
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vood together. And from the streets merry partics may be seen inside the
hops and private houses, enjoying themselves at cards, music, songs .
nd other amusements. o | | ,
"On mentioning the Chinese game 0f tigers, the writer 1s renunded
# the manner in which the gamiu' or - Jawi Pukan* of Penang,
(a mixed breed-between the Kling or Bengali and the Malay) personates
;he royal animal.  During the feast of the Mohorum several of these men
o about with their bodies painted like tigers, and their hands and feet
concealed by ¢ases shaped like the paws of that -animal with sharp claws
attached ; a tail is stuck on,behind, and a chain is fastened round the waist
which is held by ene or two men who are supposed to be their keepers. The
tigers arve genefally musecular clean made fellows and imitate the movements
of a wild beast admirably. They carry the resemblance so far and work
themselves up~ to such a pitch of excitement that if a live kid 18 thrown to
them, they will seifd it, tear the poor creature to pieces and drink its
blood ; the wnter never witnessed such a performance but has heard it
described and has no reason to disbelieve the story. There are families m
Penang that bear among the natives the soubriguet of tigers. The
child is taught to personate the animal by his father as soon as he 18 strong
cnough to bear the fatigue. On going round the town and counfry these
tigers collect a great deal of money, and are allowed to seize any articles of -
food that.may be exposed for sale on the road side. The writer hag seen a
tigerin passingdown a very shortstreet, collect a great number of cocoanuts,
sugar canes, cakes and sweetmeats. !

L

On onc occasion a tiger was displaying his ‘agility to the wondering
crowd at Datu Kramat in Penang and had abstracted several -articles
. from various stalls with impunity and was about to take a cocoanut .
from the stall of a young Malay, evidently a yaw hand from Province
Wellesley, who did not, or would not, see the joke ; master tiger put
his paw on the nut and was about to toll it away when he was
surprised by an ominous shake of the head ; that and the sight of a thick
stick which the Malay held under his arm ready for action, made the tiger
hesitate; he essayed several times, but still the same portentous shake of the
head appalled him. ~ Not a word was said by the Malay, but there
was no mistaking his eye, it seemed to say, “ fry it my good fellow, and
you shall feel the weight of this stick.” The tiger at length, not anxious to
meastire his strength with the sturdy chap before him, very wigely sneaked
off to the next stall, where a better tempered fellow presided followed by
shouts of laughter from the crowd. Some of the Jawl Bukans are however

# Jawi Pukan, or Jawi bukan, The Malay of the town, or not a Malay, o half breed.
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very plucky fellows, The writer saw one, a Policeman, have a stand up
fight with an- English sailor, a bigger man than himself, and go through
several rounds in orthodox style, guarding and hitting ous like a priieﬁghter.

During the New Yeur gmnbliné 19 rife in all quarters. When the
writer firet settled in the Straits nearly thirty vears ago, saming was per-
mitted at this festive season by the authorities and little hafm cnsued. In
these days the laws against gaming are severe and the Police dare not
permit publie gaming, but doubtless there is as much of 1t now carried on

in private as in days of yore, -

The next general festival takes place in the 3rd moon when the
dead  are  worshipped. . The manner in  which this ceremony is
performed has been already described. On the 5th day of the 5th
moon a delfied magistrate is worshipped. In former years at Penang
some ceremony used to take place in boats but this has long been discontinued.
From the first to the 30th day of the 7th moon cvil spirits, or rather the
spinits of the dead are coneiliated or worshipped. Durinz this month the .
spirits are suppoesed to wander about the earth and it not propitiated plague
the offenders with divers paing and aches und more sertous mishaps. Tong
tables are spread with all the - delicacies of the season and placed opposite
the tmﬁl_;les, and 1n other convenient places, exposed to the open air or

~under rough sheds erceted for the oceasion. Amongst the food ave
cogspicuious the animals saerificed to the manes of the dead, chiefly pigs,
goats, fowls and ducks; which are roasted whole and placed on the tables
in all their hideousness. The tables are ornamented with artificial flowers,
fish, and fruits, and are well worth sceing. The spivits feast during the
month to thew hearts’ content and at the end of the ceremony, the viands
are dispogsed of by the Lving, The following festivals arve eelebrated
exclusively at the temples and ave not observed by the general public,
The Virgin of Lotus flower's day on the 19th of the 2nd moon. The
Arch guavdian of Heaven on the 3rd day of the 8rd moon. Day of the first
priest on the 8th of the 44h moon. Charitable commander in chief 13th
of the 3rd moon. Priest who died 1in ecelibacy 19th of the 6th moon.
The 15th of the 8th moon i1s a festival. At Penang the three fol-
lowing days are celebrated at the temple wher teachers, learned men,
and philosophers are supposed to assist. 'The Inventor of letters’
day, the 3rd of the 3rd moon, Confucius’ birth day the 4th of the.
11th moon. The above are doubtless celebrated at the three settlements
of the colony as well as in Penang. The mventor of -carpentery
is  worshipped by carpenters only, on the 13th of the 6th moon,
His image is carried in  proeession by the fraternity froin the
- house of the ex Loo Choo or elder, to the temple and thence to the

-
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newly elected elder’s house, where it remams for twelve months. fg o

soveral evenings the common people are treated with a wayang or theatre
at the expense of ths guild., These porformances cost as much as oue
hundred and twenty dollars or more a night. Other trad#s have their

guilds and their idols and similar processions.
In Singapore on the 26th of the 10th month the Tay Chews ecarry

their idol imn procession from their cemetery at Tanglin to their
temple in Phillip Street to see the theatricals held there in his
honor,  The “ido! is Lkept there till the 1lth moon when it is
- carried back with the same ceremony. BFhe Hokiems have a similas
~ procession mn:e.iﬁ three years; the 1dol at their eometery on the New
Harbour road 18 carried in proesssion through the parts of the Town chiefly
mhabited by H}Lmh ty the geont Hokion teanlein Telu's Ayver Street,
where it is left for ghort period and then talin back to its o wn temple
at the cemetery.  Their procession is gorgeouwsin the extreme and costs the
Hokien community a large sum of money. It is accompanied by cooles
bearing flags, umbrellas, syinbols, sedan chairs, and bands of musie making
the most horrible din. One wonders that sueh practien]l people, whose
whole time is devoted to the acquisition of wealth should waste their money
upon such absurdities; vet they can be scarcely ridiculed when we think
of the absurd processions that occur in civilized London. The writer
witnessed Yhe Lord Mayor's show m 1874 and was mueh struck hy its
strong Yesemblance to the Chinese processions in the Straits.

fklthn:}urrh thousands of Chinese flock to witness these processions no shops
ave closed; business is carried on uninterruptedly throughout the year, It
13 amazing to sce the indefatigable perseverance and industry with which
tradesmen  work at their trades; 'goldsmiths, tailors, Dblacksmiths ﬂﬂd
others may be seen daily working hard from carly mora to a late hour at
nicrht ; and yet the health of the population does not appear to he the
least affected from the want_of rest and unceasing labor. This altention
to work and absence of holidays may account in some measure for the
gobriety of the Chinese. They have no spare time to waste in eating and
drinking. It iz an unusual sight to see un inebriated Chinese rolling about
the strects. In the five years that the writer was a Police Magistrate he
does not remember & single Chinaman being brought hefore him for heing
drunk and disorderly. On the 24th day of the 12th moon all the gods and
goddesses and other gelestial beings, who are on the earth ascead to heaven
to report progress to their master. The festival is universally observed.

Th: doors of many Chires: houses, cspecially those of the geveral
secret and friendly societies have the following fignre deseribed upon
them, painted white and red ; or bluck and white,



It is called Tae-Keih, Davis says, “I1t represents the origin of all
created things, or the premier principe material as it is called in French
translations. On the semidiameter of a given circle deseribe a semicirele
and on the remaining semidiameter, but on the other side deseribe another
gemicirele.  The whole figure represents the Tae-Keih, and the two divided,
portions formed by the curved line typify what are called the “ Yang” and
“Ym;’ i respect to which this Chinese mystery bears a singular parallel
to that cxtraordinary fiction of Egyptian mythology, the supposed
mtervention of a masculo.feminine principle i the development of the
mundatie ege. The Tac-Keih s sard to have produced the ¢ Yang” and
“Yin” the active and passive, or male and female principle and these last
to have produced all things, This 1dea scems to have been very general;
the Hindus have it and so had the Grecks”” DBy Bubus 1t 19 %alled
“Jit-Goeh,” Sun and Moon, and wlen surrounded by an octangular figure
it 18 called ¢ Pak Kwa.” n

] CHINESE CILESS.

The pame 15 played upon an oblong board marked out inlo sixty four di-

visions 3 there are two sety of pieces of opposite colours, of sixteen men
ewcn, and of various howers.  These sets of men are arranged opposite to
cach other, and attack, defend, and capture like hostile armies. A river
1y supposed to separate the two armtes having thirty fwo squares on each
side. The accompauying diagram will best explain the name and place of
each man at the commencement of the gume. These moves may be briefly
digerbed as follow’s; Thesoldiers or pawns advance along the line they are
placed apon until they cross the river into the enemy's board, when they
move like our castle in every direetion along the lines a single square at a
time; and capture pieces In thetr way in straight lines.

A camnon lLike our castle moves any number of squares forwards,
backwards, or sideways but cannot capture a piece if another pleec
intervenes, This piece may cross the river. The Elephii like our Bishop
moves diagonally, two squares at a time and is confined to the sixteen
squaros on his side of the board, and may not cross the river; or to the
side of his fellow Elephant, The Hoise like our EKnight moves one square

-,
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forward or backward, and one diagonally, but cannot capture 18 a piecee
stands on the angle when he moves diagonally. He may cross the river.
The Carriage or Castle moves exactly like our castles, any number of squares
hackwards and forwards or sideways but not diagenally ; and may cross the
river,

The Captain or King and Scholars or Couneillors are confined to the four
squares marked with diagonal lines at the head of the board which may
be called the citadel or fort. The Cepfain moves only one square at a
time in any direction along the lines in his citadel. He cannot he taken ;
and when attacked must interpose one of his pieces or move out of
check, unless the checking piece can be captuved. When thore s no

means of resening the Captain the game 13 over.
& -

The seholars move along the diagomal lines within the citadel.
The pieces ‘rh‘tt may eross the river into the enemy’s board are the
soldiers, ﬂau‘nﬂnq hogses and carriages; and it must be observed that all
the pieces move along the lines and fi.lwa,ys stand where the lines cross
each other and are never placed on the squares as wo place them at chess
or draughts. The writer was taught the Chinese game some ycars ago
and played it with the Chinese but found it uninteresting. It requires
little or no skill.

CHINESE TEMPLES,

In Singapore the Tay Chews have two in Phillip Strect within the same
enclosure, dedicated to the idol ¢« Gwan Thien Siang, Tey,” and several
about the couutry called by the same name, The buildings in Town arc
very old and much neglected, there are no priests attached to them;
“and are in charge of a Kling policeman. In each building sits a Chinese
ready to gell incense sticks, and sacrificial papers to worshippers. A fortune
teller has a stall there also. He sits at a table with a tray before him 1n
which are placed a number of folded papers. He also has a class slate,
indian ink, and hair pencils at hand. For a few cents he told the writer
his fortune, and appeared highly amused at a Europcan favoring him.
One of the folded papers was selected and opened. On it appeared a
Chinese character. This the fortune teller copied on the slate and
surrounded it with a number of strokes which appeared to resemble
portions of Chinese letters. He then muttered a formula and ever and
anon completed the half written characters; or added a stroke here and
a stroke therc untst his incantations were complete. By this time the letters
were flnished and assumed the shape of well-known Chirese characters.
‘He then commenced repeating the result in a loud tome. Till the end of
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the eurrent year 1877 the writer was to be unfortunate but aftor that he
would be lucky and grow rich, That his lines were cast in pleagant
places and he ought to be thankful. He then smiled complacently and
said the oracle had finished. The writer moved on making way for a
sturdy Tay Chew cooly who appeared highly satisfied with the result and
seemed anxious to obtain as favorable o fortune told for himself, The
Chinese have great confidence in these fortune tellers, and scarcely
undertake an event in life without consulting them or the idols,

In each temple were dingy pictures and images placed In niches far back
with stands and vases full of artificial flojvers and burnt out incense sticks,
with numerous lanterhs and glass lamps hung from the ralters, or placed
_on the stands. Behind the temples are a few rooms filled with portions
of small carringes and sedan chairs which are put together and used
in processions, In each temple arve stone tablets let into the wall
perpetuating thie names of the original subscribers. - In the front of
the temples is a large flagged square surrounded-by a high wall, m
which temporary stages are erected for theatrical performances; when of
course the place is crowded by worshippers, who are attracted more by them,
than the service of jthe gods. Chinese - gods appear to be particularly
fond of the drama. The wise say that these performances are often given
to sereen gamblers who play in adjoining houses, whilst the attention of the
police is attracted to the erowd before the theatre. Chinese worship conssts
in lighting incense sticks and placing them hefore the idols ; burning sacri-
ficial paper and bowing two or three times, or kowtowing, before the ‘imﬂ;gea.
Heart worship there is none. Except at festivals there 18 no worship of any
kind conducted in these Tay Chew temples. Inthe temples in the country
live one or two men who sweep them daily and make a living by selling
incense sticks, sacrificial paper and candles'to worshippers ; besides pocketing
the alms that are bestowed upon them. Some of these men get as
“much as thirty dollars a month; and others grow rich; these posts are
coveted and strenuous efforts arc made to get them. In each of the Town
temples are staves placed in racks with symbols resembling the sun, moon,
swords and othei things placed on their tips conveying doubtless a deep
signification to the learned; but cortainly none to the common herd,
who have never been able to afford the writer the slightest information on
the subject. There is no indication of the Budhist religion m these
temples. No idols or pictures of Hindu deities are in them. Tt is
undoubted that the Chinese in the Straits do not pretend ta worship any
- 1dol or picture representing God, but only thoge of daified human beinga
who are supposed to intercede with the Almighty for mortals below.
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THE HOKIEN TEMPLE AT SINGAPORE,

- This 1s 2 handsome building about sixty feet wide and one hundred
and fwenty long. It iz Dbuilt in lmitation of the temples in China.
It has five doors covered with a roof; the pillars, rafters, and Dbeams
Leing beautifully carved. in the most fantastic deviees; and richly
painted with gold and vermilion,  The main entrance is guarded
hy two stone lions, one with its mouth closed; the other with it
slightly open with a ball of stone inside far larger than the aperture of the:
month, which must have been sculptured mside as 1t is far tdo large to
have been inserted, Over the contre door is the name of the temple

“Fhien-Hok Keong” The temple 1s built on a plece of ground purchased
by the Holkiems for the purpose, and the names of the original
subscribers are perpetuated on tablets built into the wall of the gateway.
The temple was long under the care of the late Tan Tock Seng, who
was treated as the h@d of the Hokiens when Singapore was first sottled ;
and since his death the building has Deen under the special care of his son
Tan ICim Ching the Swmese Consul, who s called the Captain Chine
by hs ubuntrymeu although the title and position have long since heen
abolished by the Government. Great cvedit is due to this gentleman for
the care he takes of the temple and the boauntiful order he keeps it in.
Although it is frequented by the Chinese of all sections it is called the
Hokien temple. |

Aftu' passing thmunu the gateway you cross an open paved squarc court-
}&I‘d. At the entrance of the teml;-h, is placed alarge pagoda shaped urn in
which sacyificial papers are burnt. The principal temple is then entered; a
large building dedicated to the virgin goddess ““ Thien Siang Seng Bo™
commonly called “Mah Choh Poh.)’ She is the Queen of Heaven,
“Tien-how;” Davis says “she is worshipped by the Budhists, con-
¢erning whom the legend says, that she was a mnative of Fuhkien
and distinguished m early life for her devotion and celibacy.
she  became  deified during  the 13th  century under the Soong
dynasty and, having originated 1n o maritnne province she is the
peculiar patroness of scafaring people, who evect altars and temples
to her on shore, and implore her protection on the water. She is
sapposed to have control of the weather ; and in scasons of severe drought
the gOVerLIL ut isstles proclamations, (:D]lll]’l"blldl]l'? a general fast and
abstinence frony dnumﬁ food ; the loeal magistrate in his offiicial capacity,
coes to the tumph—}s and remains fasting and praving for successive days
and nighvs, sunplicating for rain.” |

The main building is supported by highly carved granite pillars
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~ brought from China, and ihe roof is a blaze of gold and vermilion,
The carving is most ingenious and appears in every nook and corner.
Nimnerous handsome lanterns hang suspended from the rafters. ©On
the right of the goddess is an 1ol called « Kwan-teh-yia” or * Heap
Thien Thic Teb,” he guards it 1s said the entrance of heaven. On
the left is the idol called ¢ Pai-to-kong 7 or * Po-Seng-Thie-Yeh,” he
watches overthe sick and afflicted. Both these idols represent jolly looking
elderly gentlemen, evidently ancient sages. On the right and left of
¢ Mah Choh Poh” standing on the floor of the temple are huge figures
with hideous faces, the one on the left pointing to his car; the one on the
right having large prominent cyes, and painted & dark brown color. The
first represents an attendant of the virgin who hears everything, and the
other an Gttendant who sees further than most people. Possibly the two
ficures are symbolical of the all seeing and all hearing attributes of the
favorite goddess. These two images are common in the temples in China.
Before the goddess are placed two gigantic imitations of wax candles eight
or ten feet long and about five inches in diameter painted red ; also three or
four great false ncense sticks ; the tops of these are hollow and on festivals,
lamps ave placed in tie candles and incense sticks and lighted. To lookers
on the candles and joss sticks look real and have a fine cffect. On tables
placed before the slol are inunense hrass urns and vases to hold incensesticks
that are lichted and placed there by worshippers. Flowuer vases and orna-
ments of divers kinds arc placed before the goddess, the gifts of devout and
pious Chinamen. ' «
Under one of the tables are the figures of two stone auimals
with a young one between said to represént a tiger, tigress, and their cub; but
it is difficult to say what they represent unless some mythical characters
worshipped by the Chinese which are represented by these arotesque figures.
People who reside In country places propitiate the tigers it is said by being
regpectful to these figures. Soa fow incense sticks are placed before them
and obeisance made. |

Behind the main temple is a small building devoted to the worship
of Buddha. His figure, the well known cross legeed image of Ceylon,
Birmal, and India, 18 enthroned on a table by himself, rather more
elaborately decorated than he 1s usually seen. On his head is placed
a Chinese skull cap, .and on his shoulders a Dlue sabin cloak.
Tmmediately  behind on a high stand are the figures of~ the IHindu
trinity or Budhist triad and before them three e*her 1mages; one
unmistakably, the many armed Doorgah of the Hindu mythology.
Most of these images are draped i Llue satin, There are six priests sttached
to this temple, and the building is in chavge of a Hindu pohiceman,

-
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On tables set before ¢ Mah Choh Poh” in the main building axe placed
the usual crescent shaped lots ha g a flat and convex side; these are
frequently wsed. Tots are also placed before Kwan-teh-yia” and =
:‘ ai-to-kong'  These idols are continually consulted upon every
conceivable emergency. If a man is about Lo venture upon any enterprise
he appears before the virgin, or one of the other idols, takes up the lots
- and throws them up in the airs If they fall with both flut sides uppermost,
the venture will prove lucky, the god is supposed to be pleased. If both
convex gsides are up the god is displeased and the enterprigse must be
abandoned. If one flat and one econvex side appear, then the omen is
considered the luckiest and on no account to Le abandoned, Before tha
last mentioned idols stand an idol on each side supposed to be
messengers who are ready to obey the behests of their,%marstera.

The goddess and the two idols are mterely regarded as intercessors.¥ |
Upon the right and left of the temples are rooms separated by twenty or
L ¢!

thirty feet from the temples. In one of the rooms on the right 18 an idol
called” Khia Lam Yia.” He inquires into the conduct of the dead on their
leaving this world. Those who have donc good in this world are sent back
again as rich and lucky men as a reward for their good conduct ; and those
who have done cvil are sent back as tigers, buffaloes, alligators, or heasls
of burthen to suffer for their wickedness. In the Chinese Gleaner
Dr. Morrisson says “ After the trials are over (at death) the more
eminently good ascend to paradise ; the middimg class return to earth in
other hodies, to enjoy riches and houses ; while the wicked are {o remain
in hell, or transformed into various aunimals, whose disposition and habits
they imitated during their past lives.” .

At four o'clock in the morning and again = four in the
afternoon service is conducted in the Buddhist temple.  The priests
are closely shaven and with one or two exceptions are intelligent
looking men. They have enough to live on afid are allowed a
cawk to provide their daily meals. As the bell strikes four one
of the priests dresses himself first in a white surplice, and over that ke wears
a long grey coat. He then lights two lamps before Buddha, takes a short
rolling pin in each hand, opens a book written in Chinese characters and
commences tq chant in Gregorian tones very slowly, raising and lowering
his voice from time to time melodiously enough and striking at certain
pauses, firs€ with the stick in his right hand on a hollow tortoise shaped
prece of wood ; afid then with his left hand on a clear sounding metal beH,
Occasionally striking with both hands at the same time, Thig performance
on the bell and tortoise is probably to keep the god wide awake, 'The

- -



| | L/ :

chanting gets faster and faster as the priest goes on. The Chinese who
had assembled in euriosity, and those who accompanied the writer were
certainly unimpressed by the ceremony. One man learned in Chinese
clagsics, who spoke Malay fluently told the writer that, he did not
| andersiand a word that the priest was saying, and he was sure the priests
were as ignorant themselves. We asked a priest if he understood the
books ; he said no, that 1t was a sacred and mystepious language understood
only by the gods. The Baba read a page of the book aloud, the words
were Chinese it is true, but conveyed no meaning ' td the reader’s mind nor
to the minds of those who were listening. The priesteesaid.the books had
been brought from China.

Catzlaff relates 1m his journal of o voyage along thea coast of China
n 1832-33 the following particulars of a similar service performed
in 2 Budhist temple in Chima. “We were present gt the vespers
of the priests, which they chanted in the Pali Aanguage not uulike
ihe Tatin service of the Romish church. They held their rosaries in their
hands, which rested folded upon their breasts; one of them had a small
bell, by the tinkling of which thew service was regulated ; and ‘they
occasionally beat the drum and large bell to rouse Budha's attention to

. their prayers. The same words were a hundred times repeated. None of
the officiating persons showed any interest in the deremony, for some were
looking around, laughing and joking, while others muttered their prayers,
The few people who were present, nob to attend the worship, Jhut to gaze
at us, did not seem in the least degree to foel the solemnity of the service.”

Davis says that the books of ihe Budhist religion, which are read and
chanted in the Bndhist tomples, ave partly translated inte Chinese from
the originals in the Pali langnage, o dinleet of the sanskrit; Davis also

-

gives the followinyg passage from the Chinese’ *\ aner on the subject.
¢ The.sacred langnage of the Budhbists is called the “raguage of “Fan”
which is the name of the birth-place of Budha. 1t is totally unknown to
the Chinese generally, and the pricsts themselves know nothing of 1t,
heyond the sound of a few favorite words and phrases. The priests aseribe
miraculous offects to the use of the wiitten character and of the oral
language, and consider both of colestial origin,  To the repetition of the
hare sounds without regard to the meaning they attach the highest
importance henee they go over the same words hundreds and thousands of
tinos. And so the senscless reading of the Koran by the Mahomedans.”
The Baba said hie had visited this femple all his hte; e knew the Gods
wore Hindu, and that the priests eat only vegetables ; 1o flesh could they

eat; and they were sworn to celibacy but what the relivion meant he
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knew not. Nor could he tell more about the Queen of Heaven in the
big temple and the other gods theve. He visited the place on festivals ;
lit his ineense stieks, burnt sacrificial paper, made his oheisance to
the idols and went his way rvejoicing.  He fully believed 1 the
transmigralisn of souls, and the retmm of the wicked to the earth in
the shape of animals,

In the Budhist temple hang fgui‘ ancient pictures, very dirty, and nearl'#
effaced ; they have hung there ever sinee the temple was built and may not
be removed.  Eaeh picture has a legend attached to.at of the most childish
mature, - They arve called the tiger pacture; the water miracle; the
Iard pitturo . and the discover .of fire. The Babe related the fol-
lowiag legend in connection with the tiger pteture? Hock Leong was a
wicked priest 11111 fell into Lad straits when one day fmmnqﬂnmd Ly
another wicked priest he went to an old woman’s house and beg'n‘ed for
food. He Emd he agd his-companion were dying for want of something to
eat. The old lady took compassion on them afid immediately commenced
to chase i ehele which was feeding in the yard. The priest at this moment
saw o grasshopper fly into a spider’s web and fall into the spider’s clutches

and the cock ran up and swallowed thv spider and his vietim. The old
woman caught the cock and killed it. The prests said they could uot
oad the cock becanse he had three *‘-11;1111*3 in him; the spirits of the spider,
and grasshopper hesides his own.  As the old woman had nothing clse to
give them they wandered on, After sevaral days of fruitless scarch for food
Hok Leong told his friend to leave himto die, which he did, and the former
went to the - “gide to drown himself. He cast himself into the spa when a
great sen dragon., loubtless the sca serpent, took him up and carried him

off to a place of 1)]_15::. The other pricst went into the forest to kill himself

whon he met an immense tiser. The wicked priest asked the latter if he
would eat hiny, he said no, and did not; Lut helped him 1a some way to
yelieve his hunger, and then told him to get on his hack, which hie did, and
e was also borne aloft to a place of happiness,  Why the wicked priests
shonld have been soblest deponent sayethnot, Another legond: The discoverer
of fire sot out tofind oat for liimself where five was got fron; and after several
days of scarch and wuch fatigne when he was about to give in hie threw himself
down on a rock to rest his weary limbs, andthere meditated. A happy thought
occurredsto him and in his joy he struck his staft into the ground when to
his gurprise a lame of fire issued. The old gentleman had been sitting on
o voleano and did not kunow it. However he dizcovered that the centre of
the earth was five and thenee the phenonemon ssuedd, This diseoverer of five
was also translated to heaven or parvadise. The heathens of old said that
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Promet}ieua stole fire from heaven. and infroduced it to man, but the
. Chinese legend aseribes the introduction to a different source,

The Baba had forgotten the legends connected with the bird pieture and
water miracle, In each liowever the hero ends by being franslated
to heaven and becoming a god. 'The temple faces the sea, and opposite
the gateway, across the public road, a rich Chinese gentleman, Mr.
Chea‘mg Hong Lim, the present Opium Farmer has built a theatre
and presented it to the trustees of the temple for the performances
of plays during the festivals. The plays ean be clearly seen by
“Mah Choh Poh,” and her attendant gods through *Ythe gateway.
Occasional performances are given by men who are lucky in business and
make extraordinary hits ; often the resnlt of the lucky omeps of the gods.
The priests were very polite and hospitable placing before us small cups of
deliciois Bohea and drinking “with us with great gusto ;. saluting and
bn:wing with usual Chinese diénity and grace. One of them who had just
-arrived from China would have heen better for a good scrubbing. Marriages
amongst-the Hokiens are sometimes celebrated in one of the side rooms of
this temple ; and Mr. Tan Kim Cheng has wisely established a registry of
marriages . amongst his countrymen on his own authority, which is
becoming generally availedl of by the people, and must be found exceedingly

Deneficial to the Chinese community, . *

-~

R THE CHINESE TEMPLE AT PENANG. -

v : .

This temple is in Pitt Street, built on a piece of land granted by the
Government to the Chinese community in perpetuity for religious purposes.
The older part consists of a hall forty feet square, having a paved terrace
in front, on which stand two lions and an urn in which sacrificial paper is
burnt. The lions are painted green, red and black. Before the entrance
to the hall a gubstantial railing is placed to keep the mob out on great days
when it is necessary for the priests alone to worship. Within the rail, on
the right hand side, the names of the erectors of the temple, with the
sums subscribed by each, are cut on a piece of granite which is let into the

- wall.  The front of the building is decorated with carved work, gaudily
pamted. There are three doors leading into the hall; over the centre
door is a black-Doard which bears the wordy Kong Hok Keong ” which
indicates that the building was erected by Macao and Hokien men

- conjointly. Over each side door two boys_ are represented holding up a

Chinese cash or mace (a brass coin with a square hole cut in the centre),

There 1s nothing striking in the appearance of the entrance. The tileg and

rafters are exposed to view, and the pillars supporting the roof come down
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very awkwardly on either side of the altar. In the centre, with its back -
to the wull is & wooden houge containing six imaees, tiie principal is called
« Kwan Yin Hyut Chia * the virgin of the lotus-flower, The sccond figure
is “Mah Chow Poh » the patroness of virgius, the Queen of Heaven, and
thﬂ e111a1111ug four figures are atténdants. The house, or box, in which
these idols are placed may be closed on Dboth sides so that a devout
worshipper may cuter and seclude himself from the gaze of the multitude.

In the front of this housc a hole ahout five feet square is left open from
which the idols command a ¥iew .of the sea. It1is supposed that the gods
are particularly gratified by a fine prospect, and the Chinese endeavoured
to buy up the ground in front of the temple as far as the sea 50 as to keep
it free of buildipgs. But some years ago the proprietor, not a Chinaman,
of a plot of ground in Beach Street refused to sell his land and built a finc
housc thereon, intercepting the view of the sea and Province Wellesly
from the temple. The Chinese console themselves by declaring the house
unlucky and under the ban of the gods. About ‘three feet from the idols’
house stands an altar on which is placed an oblong metal uwrmn to hold
incense sticks. On each side of the altar there is a wooden stand with a
circular top having spikes on which candles are stuck; two pieces ‘of bambu
about a foot long, containing one hundred slips of bambu bearing Chinese
characters referring to (M sixty drawers of a bureau standing not far off,
and two pa.ils of bambu lots. About four feet from the altar stands a long
table on which is placed ‘2 wooden vase for incense sticks. Before the
table an oblong stand with spikes for candles. About a foot from the
latter are two square red tables on which votive offerings are placéd. To
“the 11ght 13 suspeuded a large metal bell, and on the left a drum, which
are snundbd on some of the great feast days. From the roof are suspended
lanterns of different shapes, the gifts of WE’thhj’ Chinese. In one a light
" had been kept burning for several years when the writer visited it in 1851,
On either side of the hall stands are placed, in which are fixed staves
surmounted by representations of the sun, moon, an axe, a sword, and |
a dragon.  Near the bell is a bureau with sixty small drawers each drawer’

containing questions on certain subjects corresponding to the bambu shps
' ‘that ave placed on the altar, : ~

Another haMl also forty fect square uta,uds in the fmnt E!f the one described
sep&nted by an open paved court yard also forty feet square. This hall
contains imazes of the arch-guardian of hea‘veu, the charitable commander
in chief, and the other idols worshipped on “certain days 28 above related.
This hall coatains lanterns; wrms, and candle sticke, as ‘n the front hall,
 On the back of the first hall one of their deified philosopaers attended by
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seven or eight worshippers together with the symboly similar to those
placed in the hall are painted.” An open yard divides both halls or temples
from the priests’ uarters, where they have a sleeping room, kitchen, and
chapel with a lumber room. The priests atiached to the temple, ag in
Singapore, are natives of Fulikien and ave paid Ly voluntary subscriptions ;
they also receive a dollar for each funeral they -attend and & dollar for
each theatrical exhibition facing the building. Twe Loochoos or head
men are elected annually by the Chinese ct}mmumty who CDHLC‘-‘J mmley for
wayangs and fustwn;la - o . | -

When a,ny man is desirous of undertaking dny enterprise, the two
virging must be consulted; and if théy do not return a favorable
answer the project is abandoned, whatever it might be.~ The goddesy’
opinion is thus obtained; the bambu containing the slips is shaken
till one of them drops out,®the lots which are pieces ~wub from the
roots of the bambu in the shape of cachu nuts, haviig a flat and a convex
gide, are then thrown in the air and if they fall with both convex or both
flat sides uppermost, the slips of bambu are shaken and the lots are thrown .
over and over again till one convex and one flat side dppear uppermost® |
thig 18 sometimes done half a dozen times before the the question is asked.
When the lots fall the right way the Elll) of ban ﬁu that 18 shakén out 18
taken to the priest who looks at the ertmfr on the slip and opens the

drawer 1t refers to, from which a colored paper containing the .guestion is
~taken. The inquirer then takes the paper and puts it inte a box which
~ stands near the images of the virgins, the lots are again thrown up and the
mquirer must be satisfied with the first answer, If the lots fall with both
plain or convex sides uppermost the answer is no; if one flat .and one
convex side turn up the reply 1s favorable. |

OPIUM SMOKING.

The most pernicious habit indulged in bythe Chinese is the immoderate use
of opium, or a preparation of that drug called chands. The following 1s the
method of preparing opium for smoking. Two balls of opium are cut open and
their contents put into an iron pan which is placed on a slow fire ; a man-
keeps stirring it with a jieee of wood till the-whole is dissolved ; it is then
divided and placed in two pans, these are inverted over the fir@and baked till
all moisture is absorbed. The opium can then be peeled off in slices. The
hide or skin swhich was stripped off the balls is boiled in water till all the
opium ig extracted from it. The water is then strained and poured over
. the slices of opium which are placed in pans. Baskets are now prepared
by lining them with several layers of common China paper, and they are



[ 59

filled with the slices of opium and placed over pans. Boiling water is then
very slowly poured into the baskets over the opium. The boiling water
dissolves the opium and filters through the paper into the pans. When.
all the opium is dissolved the pansare placed over large fires and the opium
water is boiled till it thickens to a proper consistency. During the boiling
a'man stands by with a bunch of feathers, with which he wets and moistens
the pans above the surface of the liquid to keep the latter from burning ;
and- also brushes off all dirt which may float to the top. When the
preparation can be {11*atwut of the pan two or three feet high without
breaking it has boiled sufficiently., The pans are then then taken off the
fire, placed on the ground and the chandu cooled with fans, When quite
cool 1t is poured into boxes ready for sale. Tt is always adulterated by
pouring dissolved sugar candy into the opium water before it is boiled.
In the Opiuun Farm one-fourth of a catty of sugar is added to two balls of
opium; the manufacturcrs of illicit chandw mix half a calty of sugar or
more with two halls of opium. The farmer sells chandu at one dollar and
ﬁﬂy cents a tahil, the sixteenth part of a catty, which is a pound and
third aveirdupois. In all opium shops a picce of cloth ig kept near the
retarler, on which he wipes his fingers, knives or wny article soiled with
chende ; this cloth is used till well saturated and is then sold for a few
cents.  This rag is steeped In waber which is strained and boiled il
chandu 18 obtained, into which young sugar cane leaves chopped up very
fine, are threwn and well mixed, the result is rolled iuto pills sold and
caten. This preparation is called muddeth.  Opium is also caten by many.
Chandu 1s a deadly poison, of which a quarter of a dollar’s weight will kill
man in an hour. '

The hest antidote for opiutni  poisoning i3 ol generally  that
of the cocoanut; it produces instant vomiting.  Should the chandu
“have been dissolved in arrack or water, the oil will not have the desired

effect.  In such cases a feather introduced into the gullet ®l cause the
patient to vomit. The sulphate of copper is also a good antidote.
Chanduis thus smoked : the smoker takes a pipe, on the bowl of which a
convex piece of tin is fitted, having a very small hole in the centre. The
smallest quantity of chande, about the fAfteenth part of a tuhil, is placed on
the hole, the smoker lHes down and applies the ehandu to the flame of a small
“lamp ; he imbibesth ¢ vapour and in a few seconds the chandu is burnt out,
the refuse fulling into the bowl. After a pipe has been used for some
time the tin Yid is t2ken off and the refuse is scooped oub of the bowl ; it
18 called Tye chandu and is retailed by the opium shop gecpers and in the
smoking shops, at aboub suventy cents a tahil, and is mucll wsed by the
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phorer classes. The Opium Farmers at the several settlements employ a
: gfea_t, number. of people as retailors, cooks, opium testers, water carriers,
and revenue ﬂiﬁﬂ&i‘ﬁ.

- Though w.great deal of smuggling is carried on and large quan-
titiog of "illicit chandw sold, the farmers of the three settlements
must derive a vety -large profit to be able to pay to the Government the
~ enormous sum of dollars 731,592 per annum. An inveterate smoker will
consume half a tahil or moreat a. time’: he then falls back on his couch and
sleeps off the effects ; it is remarkabl That an opium Hmﬂﬁer-_dﬂes not sleep
long ; on awakening each time he returns to his pipe till sleep closes his
eyelids again. The immoderato usc of the drug for a few years completely
destroys-all & man’s energies-and venders him entircly =nfit for active
employment. The opiam smoker may be readily known by his emaciated
" woebegone appearance. On the other hand a moderate use of opium seems
to injurc no more than any other poison temparately used like alcohol or
nicotine, The writer has never been able to ascertain from Chinese opium
smokers if the results are the wonderful visiens that followed the smoking
of the great English opium-cater. The Chinese aver that the use of-the
drug allays pain and produces. profound sleep. De Quincey’s visions were
possibly the result of a highly imaginative mind. |

' GAMBLING.x, o

The Chinese and all the natives of the Straits seem to have an mherent
love for gambling. Men, women and children indulge in it to a frightful
extent in one shape or another. To many it 18 & matter of business ; they
form a company and start a gaming house, participating in the gains but
never appearing in it as managers or players. A dweclling house is hired
and then fitted up for gambling. The keeper establishes A shopin the front
~ facing the st?et, and constructs a passage on one side of it leading to the
back of the premises. In some houscs the shop communicates by a door
at the back with the passage. At the end ﬂf?his passage a door is placed
which leads into a second passage, running in the opposite direction to the
first ; at the end of the second passage 18 1 door which leads into a third
passage, running the whole length of the . ouse, as the end of of which is
the fourth door which leads into the gaﬁlbling room ; these doors are
‘secured by several wooden bolts, and at cach 2 watchman is placed. It has
gometimes happened that the keeper of the last door, 4n the alarm being
that the police was at hand has secured his door and enclosed the other
door Leepers in the passages, where they have been found by the
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police. At the outer door & sentimel is placed ‘who gives the alarm by
calling out a few words announcing the arrival of the police. The principal

_ game is called © poh.”” Itis played with a die which 18 placed in & brass

box and kept from moving by a smaller box which fits into the first.
At the bottom of the inner box is an iron pin, the end of which rests on the
die and keeps it from turning. The keeper of the gaming house holds the
“ poh,” puts it into a red bag, places the die In it and slides the inner box
on it. A mat marked with a diaganol cross 18 placed on the floor oron alow
table in the centre ot which he twists the ¢ poh ™ when it loses its motion
the die is uncovered. The six sides of the die ave equally divided and painted
ved and white; the players stake at the two legs of the cross facing the poh
holders and ®between them. When the die 18 uncovered the players
opposite the red side ave winners. Each winner pays a per-centage to the
bank which ® divided by the owners of the gaming-house. The amount
of the stakes and tI® rules of the game vary. The bank is gencrally kept
in an upper room to be clear of bad characters. A scuffle is gometimes
provoked by these tollows and as much money as the keeper “has by him

stolen during the fracas, To save the bulk of the money therefore, it is

kept in the upper room, nd the banker is suppliod with money a8 it 18

wanted through a trap door in the fAoor above in a basket. A trap door 18
t1so fixed above the stairs which is always well securved by stout bolts to

prevent disappointed gamblers ¢rom rushing upstairs to the bhank and
looting it. ¢ Poh” 1s said to be a very fair game, but poh boxes are made

with false bottoms which can be opened so as 10 admit the die, when it is
turned by a spring at the «ill of the holders of the ¢ pol.” Thig is the only
game at which large sumns are aked. On some nightsa great deal of money 18
lost and won. Cards are played at some houses but the stakes are low .
womenare much given to card playing. Boys play at a game called Chumpleh
which —esembles Heads and Tails. The game of Wah Way, 2 lottery, is
indulged in by all classes in Singapore to a fearful extent. 'Chirty six
ifferent animals, may be staked on and the prize is thirty times the amount
of the stake. The “ Wah Way " 1 supposed to be drawn at Johore where
the principal office is, having branch offices in all parts of the town where
the player pays his stake in with a piece of paper containing the name of
the animal of other thing he stakes on, and the amount of the stake he

ventures on each. About three o'clock in the afternoon whatever 18 the

~ winning objecteout of the thirty six 1s announced in the town, and then

lucky ones who have staked on it are punctually paid at the branch offices.

The owners of the lottery having go many chances in their favor must make

a great deal of money each day. Women are the principal supporters of this
| 9
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game, and it is gaid many ruin themsclves and their husbands by stalring
all the money they can get hold of atthese ¢ Wah Way ™ officas, Stl"illgenti |
laws have been Passed againsi illicit gaming and lotteries hut without
effect, In Johore ang ‘the Native States ‘bordering on the several
settlements of the Colony gaming is permitted ; the Rajahs gaining o
considerahle revenuq from the vice, Many of our Chinese merchants in
Singapore, Penang and Malacca, afraid of gaming within the limits of the
Colony go beyond and Play to their hoarts’ content,  Some are known to
have acquired their fortunes by gammg, whilst others lava been ruined.
The following extract from the Penal Code of China concerning gambling __
was embodied in an ordery issued by Raffley in 1823 prohikiting gaming
houses and cockpits in Singapore, « Whosoever games for money or-goods
sliall receive eighty blows with o cidgel on the breeeh and o] the money
0T property staked shall bhe forfeited to Government, ~ He who opens the
gambling house although he does not gamble, shall suffer the gane
pumishment and the ganming house shall ha confiscated. If Government
officers gamble, theip ‘punishment shall 1a lncreased one degree.” A
subsequent clange onactg that “whoever gambles whether soldiers or people,
shall wear the broad heavy wooden collar one month and he cudgelled
with one hundred blows, Those who get 4P an occasional gambling Loyse
and harbour gamblers (1f not numerous) shall he punished hy wearing the
wooden collar thyee months.”  In some cages the parties are to 1e
transported. Gambling was some years ago legalized in Singapore and g
Gambling Farm estallished but it was soon presented by the Grand J ury
i3 8 huisance and sSuppressed.  Thoeve are sti]] aumongst us a fow gentlemen
who are in favor of tho Gaming Farm, and would re.establish it qid it lay
In their power to do so. Prostitution lias hoey legalized and the government
exercise a paternal control ovor tha unforbunate ereatures whe are brought
here from China to Carry om their degraded calling; why should not, the
advocates of the Gaming Farm 80y, the sister vice be Placed under similar
countrol.
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THE GAME OF POH ' -
POH AND MAT.

L73rzer Box

with die

w

nd while O7. cach S$ide

&

T7e d:e /&MHZEJ' re

_The keeper of the poh gits on the upper part of the mat and spins the
“poh” in the centre of the mat ; the players sit round and stake; when the
poh stops spinning, the outer box is taken off and those who have staked
on the side opposite the red part of the dic, wins, The banker wing when
the red part stops opposite the shaded part of the picture. It is an

: exceedingly fair game,

L
N
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WHAWAY
A SPECIES OF LOTTERY.

The following thirty-six animals may be staked upon :—

Cock - Lobster

- Cat Crab
Civet, or musk cat Tiger
“Tortoise - Dragon
Snake - : Buffalo
Pelican o Turtle
Boa Constrictor Rat
Pig | Lion
Duck Dog
Frog Leopard
Elephant o Sea Dog
Bee - Goese -
Pigeon - Peacock 1
Swallow - ' Land Shell
Butterfly | Wild Duck-
Fish : Horue
Deer Monkey
Goat _ Sea Serpent

The winner recives thiry times ten amount of his stake,
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 CHINESE PLAYING CARDS.

A pack of Chinese playing cards, consisting of fifty six cards, in sets of
seven arranged as under.

Two sets bearing the same characters painted red; two sets painted
green ; two painted yellow; and two sets of white cards.

i
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b Another pack of thirty cards arranged thus :—
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THE DRAMA.

-
L

The Chinese are ardent admirers of the drama and will night after night
sib to see what appears to us unmeaning spectacles. Thealrical pérformances

_ comsist of endless processions of saldiqra, relieved occasionally by single

v mbats of the most ludicrous nature. The drosses are gorgeous ; long
silk gowns: covered with designs of dragons and flowers and Guaint

* deviees worked with cold thread. These dresses cost o great deal of mouney.

. The alsence of scencry is made up by appropriate hits of furniture being

]

appears to-be no definite plot in their dramas, which are said to be
representations of events that occurred during the Ming oraative dynasty ;

but what the story is no Chinaman in the Straits appears to know ; the

writer has never met one that understood the dialect that the actors speak

i, and half a dozen spectators will give o totally different version of th—

play. .

Their domestic plays however are moro intelligible and are replete with
fun. The Chinese are splendid comic actors ; their by-play is most expressive,
thelr pantomine so good that one huas no difficulty to understand the plot

of these plays, The comic actors ure cgaal to the best actors on the London

stage. The writer has enjoved as bearty o laugh at o Clinese theatre as
i London with Buckstono or other .comedian on the stage,  Detwecen the
acts or scenes of the historieal plays a company of acrobats is invarially
introduced to amuse the audience. These are far inferior to European
athletes, The summersaults are difficult scelng that they arve alwavs done
without a spring board. |
There is no scenery, and no orcliestra- beyond half a dozen fellows who
81t on the stage and during the whole performance keep up an incessant
din with- lageolets, cymbals, gongs and wooden clappers;,  During the
domestic dramgs the music ig somewhat modificd, and sometinics a vocal
solo 18 indulged in which has not 11% the faintest shadow of a melody about

placed on the stage to give the spectators some idea of what the scene is
supposgd to be.  In Shakespeare’s days a board was thrust on to the stage
from the wing with “a wood,” or “ & cottage’ or ““a tavern” written on it
to enlighten the audience. o
There are no female perforniers, - Women are represented by young men

who play their parts capitally deeciving the Chinese themselves, The ~

writey has been ab plays where” some of the spectators haves declared some
of th performers to be women, but Lo Lias heen assured by the proprictors
of the theatre that women are not admitted inko thoir companies, -

The theatres arc simply large barns with a stage erected at ope cnd ; with

& sereen runnung across the stage about, twenty fect {rom the front with twe”

.
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doors, for the exits and entrances of the actors. Rough seats are nrovided
for the audience and charges of adnission vary from twenty five cents to
half u dollar. During the perfgrmance the audience smoke and chat
away at the top of their voices; when any thing interesting is going on
they sit very still and pay great attention to the stage. Eumpeafm
sometimes make up parties to visit the theatre, when it is advisable t
request the manager to omit scenes that are treated with indifference by the

Chinese but arve indecent in the extreme. *

The faces of the heroes of the play are usually painted white with black
siripes; or black with white st¥ipes; and the comic man is distinguished
by a red or Llus nose.  The latter’s sallies are always greeted with bursts
waf, laughter, though as observed bofore not a word of his language 1s
undeitood. There are theatres in Singapore c:rccup}ed by Macao, Tay Chew,
and Hokien actors. Besides these fixed companies there are itinerant
companies who perfu:-m on hastily crected stages before audiences who
stand in the open air unsheltered from wind and rain.

, There axc also companics of Doy actors, who dress like their seniors and
perform similar plays. Besides living actors there arc exhibitions of
puppets or marionettes which are decked ont like living actors and go
through the same plays. To a European onc or two vigits to the theatre
suffice for a lifctime, The din, smoke, and foul air within are somewhat
oo much for his sensibilities. The wiriter first witnessed a Chinese
performance in Penang in 1853 and wrote the following letter to the

Penang Gazette on the subject i—

« Curiosity led me last night to visit our Theatre Royal. At first 1 was
inclined to feel disgusted with the noise and unmeaning processions, and
wis about to leave but as the manager asserted thab the jumping would
soon follow, I remained in the lobby enjoymg a manila when a shout of
applause from the Chinese portion of the audience drew my attention to the
stage, and with the assistance of a celostinl friend I canght the meaning of
the actors. The scenes that followed T think you will allow deserve to be
clossed with our Dbest farces, The characlers were well sustained and the
part of the young huntsman, Mah Gwan, well played by the boy.

In the first scene after meeting the princess in the forest us described in
the hand bill, he comes before his father who rates hiw for hig in.attention
to his books, nd fonduess for hunting ; the yvoung man ridiguies the wld
one who is so cxasperated that he endeavours to chastisegthe lad; the
latter in the strdfzele pushes the old man rather rouchly which causes him
{0 fall into o dhair and faint ; the by play here is splendad, Mah Gwan is
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delighted at his success and boasts of having defeated the old man with a
slight push ; bhe then tries to revive him by blowing on his face; his
cautious approach, the comic leer, and the hasty retreat after blowing, were
. equal to Buckstone or OxDberry ; he is then emboldened to pull the old man’s
“mose hut nothing restores him; the mother meanwhile upbraids him for
hig ingratitude and slily intimates that ‘the father may have been killed by
hig rough treatment. The sudden transition from exuberant mirth to
excessive grief wasg first rate; the lad weeps, falls on his knees before his
father and bows his head to the ground completely off higx guard—the wily
old gentleman, who has heen feigning, throws a scarf round the lad’s neck
and has him buckled to a block of stone ; and leaves him with a book ; the lad
endeavours to learn, but soon gives it up in disgust, and «casts the heol:
aside ; he then finds the stone Lighter than he imagined arfd walks off with
it on hig shoulder. In the next scene he ig sitting alone quite disconsolate
and hungry—one of his father's domestics, a comic fellow too, brings in
some rice in a pail for his dinner—all thig is capital—the servant’s laugh at
seeing him so dull—his description of the father’s dinner which works the
lad into a terrible rage—the recital of the deeds of a gallant soldier who
has been named *“ the greatest general of his age;” and his horror at the
young man’s escape, who slips the stone off and takes the opportunity of
bolting, while he is kow-towing; this with Mah Gwan’s acting wag
ludicrous in the estreme. The sccmes that follow are tragical and are
described in the play bill,—they incline too much to the burlesque to please
our ideas. At the close of the play the whole « Corps dramatique *
performed a series of gymnastic tricks of gz surprising nature. They are
beyond my descriptive powers—and must be seen to be admired. From’
what I saw last night I am of opinion that the the Chinese are excellent
comie actors. |

July 8th, 1853.”
CLANISHNESS.

The Chinese regard all people bearing the same surname as brothers and
sisters, and carry the absurdity to such an extent that a man may nof
earry a woman of the same clan, though be may be 4 native of the south
of Ching and she of the extreme north, and it is certain that they could
nat possibly be related. Moreover it is a common practice for childless
people to adopt the children of others, it matters not of what ¢lan, and
these have o assume the surname of their adopted fathers,  There ig
scarcely a family in the Straits that has not adopted ¢hildren within its
circle.  Foster brothers and sisters treat each other with as"much love and
afTection as do real hrothers and sisters, |
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Their clanishness leads to dive vesults. Ifa quarrel arises bett'een a
man of one clan with one of another the members of their respective
clans adopt the quarrel and fight to the death in support of their brethren.
Many of the riots that have occurred in the Straits have been caused by
disputes between rival clans.  8ir John Davis says « The attention bestowedys
by the Chinese on their deceased ancestors, and the prevalence of clanships,
or extensive societies claiming a common descent, give to the lower orders
some of the feeling which in England belongs only to persons of family,
but which has gcharacterized the Scotch people very generally. The
natives of Canton province and of Fokien are the most remarkable in
China of the extent to which this feeling of clanship is carried, and for the
f=snveniences to which it gives rise. In Fokien two clans fell out in this
mannerin 1817.° The name of one was Tsae, and of the other Wang, and
a gathering of each having taken place, they fought till many were killed
and 2 number of houges destroyed by fire. The police seized the most
violent ; but the worsted clan again attacked the other, and killed geveral
of them until the Government called out the military to restore order. The
Chinese even carry this feeling abroad with them. Their skill as cultivators
had occasioned some hundreds to be employed at St. Helena, and when
Sir Hudson Lowe was Governor of that island, he informed the writer that
two clans from different provinces of China having quarrelled 1 1819 met
together to have a battle royal. A sergeants’ party turned out to quell
the disturbance ; but the stronger side, running up the side of one of the
steep ravines, began to roll down stones, while the weaker one joined the
soldiers, who were at length compelled to fire in their own defence by which
soveral Chinese were killed, and order soon restored.”

EDUCATION.

The Chinese are keenly alive to the benefits of a good educdtion and every
man of any means has a teacher for his children residing on the premises,
who daily imparts the knowledge of Chinese classics to his pupils. The
poor do their utmost to save enough out of their hard earnings to maintain
their children at the schools established in the Colony under the protection
of Government, where a good English education 1s provided at a very
little expense to the general public. Chinese is also taught in these schools.
The Chinese have also day schooly of their own where their own language
is taught. In Singapore the Hokiens have an excellent schoel, where two
teachers have about one hundred boys in attendance daily. Their system of
teaching is extraordinary. The pupils learn by heart in a loud voiee;
although caclf may be at a different book. In the midst of this babel of
voices the master hears one boy repeat his lesson; the latter stands with
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hus face to the wall fo distract his attention from thé other boys and yells

out the words at the top of his voice. Several books are thus taught and

when they are committed to memory the meaning of the symbols or
<. characters are 1mp&rted
Mﬁ"‘he majority of Babas however have abandoned the study of the Ohmese
language, and confine their attention to English. Few of the rising
generation are taught Chinese and doubtless in a decade or two English
will supersede the Chinese language altogether. With reference to the
spoken language the Babas, especially those of Malacca, so interlard their
conversation with Malay words and sentences that, it is diffionlt sometimes
to say whether they arc speaking Chinese or Malay. The result is ve Ty
ludicrous. The writer, who knows a little of the Hokion dialect, hag often
enjoyed a hearty laugh whilst listening to o set of Hokien Babas conversing
with cach other in what they call Chincse, Many Bubas abandon the

i~

Chinese altogether and only converse in Malay.

What an extraordinary language is that of China. A distinet
language is spoken in each province, quite unintelligible to the inhabitants
of the adjoining provinces, and yet the written language is understood by
every man in the vast empire who can read. The written language is
monosylahic language of symhols; cach charvacter representing a certain
abstract 1dea, or tangible object, and mnothing clse. They have no
alphabet, no grammar to puzzle the student. Tt may be called a picture
language. The symbol of a horse represents a horse to every educated
Chmaman, as well as {o the Corcans, Iylams, natives of Formosa, Cochin
Chinese, and Cambodians; it is called MaZ in Canton: Bas y 1In Amoy and
a thousand other names in the several places. So the symbﬂl represcnting
a man ig called Lang in one place, Jin in another and so on. But the
symbols representing a horse and o man cannot be mistaken for any thing
elge, and so of all the other symbols,

Chinese words are incapable of any modification of form. Their meaning
18 often ascertained by their position in a sentence. The same word is at
one time an adjective; at another, a substantive; and again a verb, or an

adverh. .

Dr. Williams says of the Chinoso language. ¢ This peculiarity of the
Chinese language—that of having many sounds for the same symbols like
the different fames of the Arabic numerals among European nations,
probably at first attached also to the Egyptian symbols; but the phonetic
element there triumphed at last over the symbholic, and - the Egyptian
became finally an alphabetic language. Not so with the Chihese wriffen
language ; this still maintains its ideographic character, and is now used

F‘I
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a5 the written medium for the intercourse of more human beinge than any
other. The forms and significances of the symhols, too, have altered so
slightly that inseriptions a thousand years old are read wi’thc'ut difficulty
and books writfen thirty centuries ago are daily quoted as good authorty
both for style and for precept.” .
During the China war of 1841-42 the writer was a midshipman on board
of one of the East India Company’s men of war belonging to the Bfngal
Marine and the captain of this vessel had no dificulty in conversing with
the natives wh@rever he went, through the intervention of the Chinese
carpenter, picked up at Singapore, chiefly for his knowledge of the written

language of China,
1t used to be very amusing to see the attempfs he made to make his

countrymen understand him when he spoke to them in his own vernacular,
the Cantonese.. They evidently regarded him as a barbavian in spite of
his tail and Chinecse aftire; but as soon as i black board made for the
purpose was produced and he wrote a fow cabalistic figures upoun it, he
was at once anderstood and grected at a friend, and plentiful supplies of

provisions followed his communications.
The said Captain did -an exceedingly bold act with Impunity in the

Yang-tse -Kiang in the very height of the war, a few dayg after the capture
of tha city of Ching-Kiang-Foo, all owing t0 the presence of the Chinese
carpenter. Ho went up to a town situated ou the banks of a river, or
canal, that flowed into the great stream, with two boats armed with
twenty or thirty men each, with a brags three pounder at the bow. The
writor was in ons of the boats. On nearving the town an alarm was given
of our approach, gongs were heaten, and whon the town appeared we saw
hundreds of Chinese on the banks, including soldiers ready to receive us.
In our leading cutter the Captain sat with two officers, and at the bow the
Chinese earpenter stood holding up the black hoard written over with
halle in Chinese charactors, expressing good will to the people and
friendship, and further that we wished to communicate with the Governor
of the Town. On reaching the landing place we disembarked without
apposition, and shortly after, the mterpreter had made our wishes known,
through his magic slate, down came a mandarin and several followers. We
eaid all we wanted were provisions and were prepared to pay liberally for
the same; holdjng up a fow dollars to convince them. The almighty
dollar had its charm ; in half an houv or so, we got all w8 wanted, and
during our stay wcre treated with the greatest eivility fnd kindness,
althongh we were surrounded with armed soldiers, who must have heard of
the victories #h the Yan g-Ese—Kizmg, and who could ina few minutes by dint
of numbers alone have killed our small party or made us prisoners.

‘ Pl . |



ﬁ (88 ]

About this time the Chinese had captured several of our countrymen and
‘had gained some eclat by showing them about the country in cages; owhers
they decapitated and gent their heads to Pekin., Few men would have
“entur ed so fearlessly into the very clutches of an armed foe within a few
miis, of a captured city with war raging all around ; and strange to say we
came away unharmed and not an angry face was to be seen amongst the
crowds of men who flocked out of the gate of the town to see us.

“a

A table and chairs were brought, and the elders of the city sat and had
a most interesting conversation with us through the invaldable carpenter.
It was a eurious sight to sce the skipper sitting as cool asa cucumber
smoking his cigar surrounded hy our focs,

-

—

The writer can testify to the kindness of the common peopld during this
war, a8 1t 15 called the opium war. He has landed on the banks of the
great river Yang-tse-Kiang and gone up to small farm houses and been
hospitably treated by the inmates. Nothing struck him more than the
cleanliness of these country people and the English air about their houses 3
in’ the kitchens especially ; floors well swept; dishes, pans, and plates
neatly arranged on shelves, with chairs and tables of clumsy make but
homely; such a striking contrast to the homes of othor Asiatics. The
Chinese are the only people of Asia who use chairs and tables. In the
bed rooms were bedsteads, tables, chairs, pictures, stands with ornaments,
and other pieces of furniture resembling those of English houses.

-

Since writing the above the writer has found in Dr. Williams’ introduction
to his last Chinese dictionary the following remarks which account for the
natives on the bank of the Yang-tse not understanding the Chinese
c¢arpenter, who must have been ignorant of the mandarin dialect although
he knew the written language of China. Had he known the conrt dialect
he could have conversed frecly with the natives for Dr. Williams says
“'The speech of the great body of the educated classes among the Chinese,
called by them the Kwan Hea or official language, and known as the
court or mandarin dialect 1s spoken throughont the regions north of the
Yangtse river withont much variation in its idiom and graminatical
construction, and very extensively in the provinces north of it, except in

Fuhkien and Kwantuug to such a degree as to make it the prevailing

speech in sixteen of the provimees.”
C

) JUDICIAL OATHS.

-~

All superstitious oaths were some years ago abolished in thla Colony by
- the Legislative Council of India, and in licu thereof a simplebaffirmation

was substituted, the witness holding up his right hmnd on high and saying

F‘.
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that he will speak the truth, and nothing but the truth so help his Grod.
Theglhinese consider no oath binding on thew consciences unless they cut
a cock’s head off, or burn sacrificial paper, or let a saucer fall on the floor
and shiver to pieces; each form is cmblematical of the dire end the
operator is sure to mect with if he tells a lie.

The scene in our Conrts of law are sometimes exceedingly laughable.
A raw Chinese gets into the witness box and is told by the Interpreter to
hold his hand up, witness incontinently holds up his left hand, Interpreter
“ the other hald.” Up goes the right hand whilst the left is still ap.
Intorpreter, ¥ no, no, not both hahds;” down go both arms. Interpreter
__:'lmld up your right arm.” Up goes the left; and so on over and over
again; the apdience in the meanwhile being convulsed with langhter.
Repeated trials are made to get witness to do what 18 required. Magistrate-
and Interpreter lose their tempers, the witness gets moro and more
flurried, and sometimes many minutes elapse before the sligtest idea of what
is wanted seems to dawn on his mind. At length the Interpreter is forced
+to hold the man’s avm up and endeavourto make him repeat like a parrot

the words of the oath.

This is nearly as difficult a job as to get him to hold the right hand up ;
he has not the slightest idea as to the meaning of the formula and several
minutes elapse before hie can be got to repeat it. Sometimes, after repoated
trials, when the patience of all present is exhausted threatening is tried
which further obfuscates the man; at length when all are in despair, he
appears to awaken suddenly to whatis required of him ; holds up his proper

hand and repeats the words after the Interpreter glibly enovgh much to the
disappointment of the Chinese portion of the assembly who are highly
tickled and anticipate further fun.

The Interpreter in the mcanwhile venting his ill-humour on the
unfortuate wreteh in the choicest celestial Billingsgate. Such scenes are
discraceful and might be avoided by aholishing all caths and punishing
witnesses for speaking untruths as scverely as if they uttered them under
the sanction of an oath. After alife long experience, the writer is satisfied
that judicial oaths have very little effect upon people in general whatever
their nationality may be. An habitual Har will tell a falsehood in spite
of any oath ; whilst on the other hand the truthful man does not require
the sanctity of an oath to aid him to state what is true.
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SUPERSTITIONS.

The Chinese people nooks, corner of roads, trecs, rocks and sundvyether
places with fays and fairies and zoblins damued innumerable, and do
“~jhem worship to propitiate them, Incense sticks, slips of paper, tinscl
ot ments and other gewgaws may be scen at the most out of the way
spots showing that the inhabitants of the neighhourhood have discovered

an cvil spirit there-abouts,

T

Qilk cotton trees have invariably a female demon, called Hantw Puntianal.
These creatures assume the loveliest female shapes, and apPear on the high
roads, especially on moonlight nights and allure men to thcir destruction.
They are exorcised by driving a few long iron nails into the tree. If a nail 18
driven into this goblin’s head she immediately becomus hwman. TIE?#
sometimes appear at feasts and eat and drink andenjoy themselves like other
people, and win the hearts of the young men. !

There is & legend that, in Malacca once, a young £ 1ow fell in love with
one of these gobling at a feast, and knowing her to be a hanfn gol an iron
nail and o hammnier and suddenly drove the former into her skull, and sh«
at once hecame a veal woman and warried the young man. They had a
son, and years after the goblin having grown tired of her human cxistance
Lold her son to fecl in her hair that something had got there troubling her ;
he did so and eame upon the head of the iron nail that his father had
dviven in; his mother told him to pull it out, he did so and immediately
to his astonishment the mother vanished through the roof and was never
SCOIL AgAlN,

Mhere is another demon, very tall and ghastly ealled Hendu Gallah, he
waylays men in outb of the way places and takes thelr beads off. There
is one goblin who only has a head and no hody, a cherub perhaps, who also

’

waylays men and destroys them,

If o man is very ill and other modes fail to cure him, he makes an 1mage
like himsclf in paper, aud puts it with some money and food in a paper
house and places it in a tree and the evil spirit that is punishing him it 18

-

supposed will be appeased.

Nor is the belicf in demons confined to the lowest classes; m the garden
of one of the richest men in Singaporve at Passir Panjang may be secn an
immense granite boulder supposed to be the abode of evil spirits, enshrined
in o hindsome temple in which worship is held to appease the demons.
They have a strong belief in persons Deing possessed with devils. At

sonte of the country temyples sometimes dwells a demoniac o1 two, and they
L . ' ] L S —q‘j—-—
Hantu, goblin, sceptre,—Crawfurd.
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are consulted by sick persons. A Baba told the writer that he was ;ery i1l
some gears ago with dysentery and all the Chinese d®etors in Town,
Singapore, failed to cure him; he was adviged to visit one of these
demopiacs on the Gayalng Road, which he did; the impostor received him
with great ceremony and suddeanly began to shake all over as if moved h»
gome spirit and he then directed the inquirer to do a lot of nonsensical
things which he said would curée him. The Baba tried the remediess but
without success, and ecventually appealed to an English doctor, who
successfully curgd him; so much for science. The Baba’s faith m the
posgessed has eyer since been much shaken.

This man has a strong belief in the return of the spirits of the dead to
"the earth, he says that if he 1z tardy in the 3rd and 7th moons to prepare
the sacrifices Yor the henefit of his departed ancestors the spirit of his
father appears to him at night and upbraids him for his undutiful conduct;
and he there and themgets out of bed and slaughters fowls and ducks to
satisfy the old gentleman.

o Nearly every discase o man gets is assigned to the malignity of evil
spirits. If the worship of the dead is neglected or improperly performed
the spirits are sure to punish the living, To counteract the influence of
evil Babas hang up In their houses sprigs of certain plants, one called
jaringo and another of the aloes kind ; or they nail over the door a picture
of a god or goddess ; the Tae Keih or patpoh * as it is called by the Babas 18
also put up for good luck. N

Babas believe on the use of many Malay charms and tie them on their
arms, or hang them around their necks. The belief in the Ubat gunah a
spell or charm that wins the heart of a man or woman in spite of all
obstacles, 18 nniversal ; they also believe that the red slips of paper, which
they buy from fortune tellers written over with Chinese characters pasted
up on the door posts of a house keep away evil spirits, Jade stones are
worn as charms, these are suppesed to wax whiter when the wearer i about
to be unlucky, or reddish when he is to be prosperous; similar to the
superstitious belief that coral beads change color as the health of the
wearer varies. - |

e - T T Tt e TR e SRR R e B R S sl

¥ Vide page 42,
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SECRET SOCIETIES.

Recret societies abound in the Straits. 'They are the offspring of the fa-
“vmous Triad soclety of China ; meaning “thesociety of the three united, Heav-
o Marth and Man,” which according to Chinose philosophy says Davis imply
the three departments of nature. The Triad society it is said was formed
for the patriotic object of expelling the Manchus and restoring the native
or Ming Dynasty. It 1s known 1n ‘the Straits Sottlements, as the
 (thi Hin or Tian Tay Hoey or Kongsi” literally. “ The Heaven and
Farth soeiety,” and amongst the members are enrolled Malays, Klings and
other classes as well ag Chinese, Tt is said that some Euvopeans on .EE-*
first settlement of Singapore, who lived far away from the Town heyond

the protection of the police joined the society for protection.

My, Pickering in an intercsting article on the Chinese in the Strats
published in August 187G in Fraser’s Magazine, TUtatos that the great
Tai Ping rebellion mainly owed its origin and certainly much of its strength
and ferocity to the Triad Society. The writer was so informed by the
Chinese Df_Peua.ng at the out-break of the rebellion as stated in hig previous
paper published in the Journal of the Indian Archipelago.

Davis in his work on the Chinese, upon the authority of Dr. Milne who
had taken great pains to investigate the nature and objects of the Triad
goclety, states that “in the reign of Kea King, about the commencement of
the present century, the Triad socioty under another name, gpread itself
mpldly through the provinces and nearly succceded in overturning the
Government. In 1803 its machinations were frustrated, and the principal
leaders scized and put to death, the official reports stating to the Emperor
that not o single member of that rebellions fraternity was left alive. But
the fact was otherwise, for they still existed, and with a view to scereey
adopted the name which they at present bear.

The objects of the association appear at first to have been allied to
“something like freemasonry and to have aimed simply at mutual aid and
assistance ; but as the number increased, their views degenerated from the
landable ends of reciprocal henefit to robbery, violence and the overthrow

of Government ; and the acquisition of political power by the expulsion of
‘the Tartar Dynasty. )

The management of the combination is vested in threc persons who are
denominated Ho “elder brethren” in the same manner that -freemasons call
“thamselves “ brothers.” The society’s regulations are sai® to be written

for greater security on cloth, which on any cmergency may be thrown into

a well, or otherwise concealed for a time..
 a

i
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The ceremony of initiation is said to take place at might. The chth of
secrecy is taken before an idol and a sum of money given to support the
cencral expense. There is likewise a ceremony called  Kuo-Keaou™
passing the bridge,” which bridge is formed by swords, cither laid between
two tables, or else set upon the hilts and meeting at the pomts m form of.
an arch. | .

The persons who receive the oaths take it under this bridge and thg Ye
Ko or chief brother reads the articles of the oaths to ecach of which an
affirmative respogse is given Dy the new member after which he cuts off
the head of a cock, which 1s the usual form of a Chinese oath intimating,
thus perish all who divulge the secret,

“Some of the marks by which they make themsclves known to cach other

consist of myStical numbers of which the chief is the number three.
Certain motions of the fingers counstitute a class of signs. To diseover if
one of the fraternity & in company, a brother will take up his tea cup, or
its cover, in & particular way with three fingers and this will be answered
iy o corresponding sign.

They have a eomon scal, consisting of a pentagonal figure, in which are
insceribed certain characters in a sense understood only by the mmitiated.

Except in their dangerous or dishonest principles the Triad soclety or
Sun-ho-koey hear o considerable resemblance to the society of ireemasons.
They cven pretend to carry their origin back to remote antiguity under
another name. The members swear at their mitiation to be fratermal and
benevolent which corresponds with the engagement of the freemasons.
Another point of resemblance is in the eceremonies of initiation, m the oath
and the solemmnity of its administration.  Dr. Milne obscrves that the signs,
particularly the use of fingers, as far as known or conjectured, aprpear to
bear a resemblance,  Some have aflirmed that the great seeret of
"and if so
certainly the term heuny ti ¢ brethren” of the Triad society may be

freemasonry consists in the words “liberty and cquality

ot

explained as implying the same wdea”. -

The descriptions given to the writer as set out m the following pages hy
members entering the o Seng Society 1 Penang correspond i many
particulars with the account given by Dr. Milne. The following legend
connceted with ¢#he origin of the Triad society was related to the writer at,
Penang.  * Some hundreds of years ago the Emperor of Ollilit was 50 heset
by his enemics sthat he despaired of his life and kingdom ; hearing that
there were three hundred priests famous for their valor and skill in magie,

he appeated to them for assistance which was readily granted. The
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priests alone defeated a1l the armies that opposed the Emperor and restored
him to his former creatness. Findiug himself free of his enemies, the
perfidious monarch instead of being grateful to lus deliverers, pnuce{ved
he greatest mistrust of them; before an agsscmbly of his ministers he
stoad that if the priests were =0 pnwerfﬂl as to defeat such vast armies,

they¢mig11t turn their arms against himself, therefore, the hest plan would
be to kill them by stratagem,

He managed to destroy all but three, (five more correctly), who settled
in different parts of the kingdom Quangtung, Fukien and other provinces’ .
The escape of the five priests was thus graphically described to the writer
by one of the elder brethren of the society in Singapore; * on reaching a
wide river with the King and his army In full chase their nrotecting geni
threw a magic bridge across for them to escape in safety, which remained
long enough to let the greater part of the pursuing host pass over to
within a few yards of the opposite bank, when if? disappeared with a
foarful noise letting their enemies sink nto the roaring flood beneath to -
perish as they deserved.” The names of the five priests were as tke
writer is informed by Mr. Pickering, Aw-tck-te, Png-tai-hong, Choa-tek-

tiong, Ma-chiou-hin, and Tee-sek-khan,

They collected a few friends around them and estahlished these secret
societies for their mutual protection and with the object of hurling from
the throne the Emperor and his dynasty in retaliation for his ungrateful
conduct. Before the priests scparated, they agreed upon the rules and
signs of the intended secret sociebies. Mr. Pickering says in Fraser that
the mandaring of China while often conniving at clan feuds and using
them as excuses for extortion, crush with a vigorous hand, when discovered,
any attempt to form a secret society ; even to belong toonelsa capital offence.
The Chinese Government know by sad experience what powerful engines
the Hoeys are against any settled rule or good order. |

In this Colony the Triad society has no political ohject, but was
established for laudable purposes. The Ghi Hin Hoey or society was
introduced into Singapore by members of that society from Penang and
Johore, and into Penang and Malacca from China, and until the original
society was divided into rival branches the writer is of opinion that it worked
a great deal of good; and to this day much of the peacc that exists in the
Colony is due to the influence of the secret societies.

) : . :
Mr. Pickering writes 1 the article alveady refered to: “ The Chinese

emmigrants to the Straits consists for the most part, of the lowest classes
of the population of the two most turbulent provinces of Chind, Kwangtung

apd Fuhkien, Theminersand artisans are from the former province, and,

'l
L
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belong to two distinet tribes speaking different dialects, viz., {he Puntis
or Macaos, and Hakkas or Khehs: these iwo tribes have been at enmity -
in. China for years. The agriculturists,, boatmen and small shop-keepers
come from the distriets around Chu-Chao-Foo, or Tay-Chew in Quangtung,
or from the province of Fuh-Keen. Tay Chews and Hokiens are cﬁm’
engaged in their own country in petty feuds. Hvery emigrant on leaving
China carries with him, if nothing elge, the prejudice of race o~ the

remembrance of his clan or district feud ; these are elements of discord 1n
any mixed Chraese community, but small compared with the baneful .
influcnces of the Heaven and Farth societies for the interests of which the
Chinese is obliged and willing to forget his family, clan and digtrict.”’ |
“The writer is of a different opinion; ‘it seems to him that, a society
enfolding thowhole of these discordant elements within its embrace,
_and " binding these hereditary encmies together under the most
solemn  vows Of brotherhood and kinship, much of the ill-feeling
‘brought from China would be dissipated and expelled.” And such
was the indisputable fact, -and to a great extént the influence  of
these. . societies. exercise” a similar effect to this day; unfortunately
from the original society splitting up into a dozen rival socleties
more elements of discord 1t is true are introduced amongst the
Chinese, but not in the light of those who place all the discord amongst
them at the doors of the secret societies. It is a popular error that most
of the riots that have from time to time disturbed the peace of this Colony
originated with the secret gocieties ; such is nobthe case, the greatest riot we
ever had in Singapore viz.,that of 1854 occurred between the natives of
Fuhkien and Kwangtung. The former under the generic term Holiens
were ranged against four races on the other side, viz., the Macaos, Kehs,
Tay Chews, and Hylams. The solemn obligations of -the secret societies
were cast to the winds, and members of the same Hoey fought to the
death against their brethren. In 1870-71 and again in 1872 the riots were
between the Hokiens and Tay-Chews; and so in 1876. |

In 1854 the riots were not.suppressed until martial law was proclaimed
after the lives of thousands of men, women and children were sacrificed
and a vast deal of property destroyed. B |

In 1871 troops were called out immediately®he riot broke out and had
a, most salutary effect on the Chinese population. The whole affair was
' virtually over in a day, but the fact of the soldiers having “een called out
go quickly bas done much to preserve the peace of the own since. .

In 1876 the riows was also between Hokiens and Tay Chews but was
quickly suppressed through the intervention of the headmen of those
tribes, |




[ 96°]
b
Riots have occurred frequentiy between the great clans of Tans and

Lims: the Lees and Choas; the Gohs and Hohs; the Lecs and Tans; the
Pols and Choas; and between other elans.  In all these disturbances the
vows of the secret socicties were sacrificed to the claims of family and
deatrict feuds. |

The secret societios are additional elements of discord it is true, but so
arc ary new elements introduced amongst such an mflammable population,

The Chinese converts to  Christianity, Roman Catholies, . regard
themselves as a distinet brotherhood; they are called Hong Kals and any
quarrel occurring amongst their members and outsiders is at once adopted
by the whole body and riots cnsue. We have had disturbances between
the Hong Kaks and Ghi Tins; and Hong Kahs and Ghi Hoks., The latler
was o formidable affair which lasted several days and was pes down with

A B

much difficulty.

Between seeret societics we have had riots Dbetween Ghi Hins and
GlLi Hoks; Ghi Hocks and Ghi Scons; Ghi Hoks and Hoek Mengs
Ghi Hocks and Hok Heens; Ghi Hins and 1ok Heens, © The greal riot
in Penang in 1870-71 were between the Toli-peli-kongs and Ghi Hins, "

In Malacea in 1875 they were between the Ghi Hins and Ghi Boos.  In
hoth these settlements there have also been disturbances between tribes
and races.

To suppress certain clements of discord i, would cerbainly be advisable
to crush sceret societies, but on the other hand for the same reason
it would he necessary to crush the Hony Iahs, and put a stop to all
proselylism ; and insist that all distinctions of clans should be alolished
on Chinese landing 1 the colony,

If toworrow o host of Chinese Mahometans woeve to come {o the Straits
a fresh element of discord would be introduced and they would soon be
found fighting with other sections of the community; and so it wouldd be
with the introdaction of any distinctive body of Chmese.  If a vast number
of (hivese were converted by the Protestant Missionaries they would therve
and then rvegard themsclves as Drethren and bound to help cach other
against all conters.  This pecudiaridiosynceracy of the Chinese 1s engendered

by the strong nwrrow mimded prejodices acquired from theiwr birth with

relerence to clanstups,  The seerel of the peacefulness that  prevails

d

amongst the Lhinese in Duteh and Spanish Colonies s the fact that
nmmigration gevery niuch confined to one race of Chinege,  In Hongkong
viots are unknown chicfly because the mass of the inhabitants are
Cantonese.  Limit the immigration of Chinese to the Stras from one
provigee in China and peace would be the result, |

*
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Ag observed before when the Gthi Hin Society existed alone it worked
‘well ; it bound together Hokiens and Cantonese as brethren and protected
the weaker clans against the stranger clans like the Tans, Lims, Choas,
and others. | |

To this day much of the quiet that reigns in the cﬂuntl y dlsh 1ct8 ﬂf/,;,s
Colony is due to the fact of the inhabitants of each district helonging to
the same sderet society, and not from any protection atforded b ythe Govern-
ment or from any fear of our laws.

Mz, Pickerifig observes in his paper that the opinion of every respoctable
_ Chinese in the Straits Settlements is that the recoguition of the Hoey or
Heaven a.nr@rth societies is a disgrace to our Government. 'The writer:
has heard many respectable Chinese say the reverse. They hold that, the
Hoeys do a great deal of good, and-that it would be utterly impossible to
uproot them. They say the chiefs and members of the seeret societies are
loyal to the British Government and do their utmost to preserve the peace.
At is only a few unser upulﬂus rascals who take advantage of their influence
as chiefs of the Hoeys to squeeze certain sections of the community and
~ exercise a degree of terrorjsm over women and weak people who they terrify.
Thoese do so in spite of the rules of the society and might be dealt with
personally by the Government and deported to China to put a stop to
their nefarious practices. | -

 The deportation of one of the heads of a secret socicty in 1876 for his
. supposed conmnection with the post office riots, though as far as the writer
has been able to ascertain, an innocent man, has done a vast deal of good ;
it has shown the heads of the secret societios that, any breach of the peace
might lead to any of them being sent away from the c:‘.}lt}uy to the ruin of
their business Emd fammlies. - ~ ‘ o

The reglatr&t1ﬂn of the members of the secret societies also hag done
much good. Ttisa remarkable fact that in all the riots we have had the
greatost respect has been shown to us. The presence of one native police-
man in a street has been sufficient to maintain the peace there, and in no
case have the police been aftacked wantonly or with intention by the
Chinese. The writer only knows of one instance, in 1875 or 1876 when an
emente took place by the Chinese against the n&twe pﬂlme fm certain

“arbitrary proceedings on the part of the latter. |

In all the " riots “between secret societies, or clang, or tribes, the
Governmens authorities and Furopeans in general and all other classes
Lave been scrupulously respected, and allowed to pass unharmed-
thrbugh streets filled with armed parties ot the opposing factions. -
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The friendly societies or clubs must be distinguished from the Hoeys,
or secrct societios from which they materially differ, they are however
confounded by FRuropeans. These Kongsis, as they are called, are
formed by men of the same town, village, or district, clan, or occupation,
amSare very exclusive; cach club has a house for the accommodation of
the s}ck and indigent, where they are lodged and fed, and on dying are
huried at the expense of the Kongsis.

The members of the Kongsis have no oath of secrecy or signs by which
they may distinguish each other. The list below furnishes particulars of
some of tho societios registered in Singapore. In Penang and Malacca
similar societios exist ; cach member snbseribes to the funds of the Kﬂngai —
according to lis means. In cach a certain number c:f;_mcmherﬂ are
annually clected trustees, who collect subscriptions and the rents of kauses
that may belong to them, :_cmd pay the expenses of the Kongsi.

f\. .
One member s clected annually as chief or chairman of the gociety to

whom the trustecs account for the money collected by them ; heis called
the T.oo-choo. On the day of clection the members of the Kongsi mees

at their house, and each man’s name is written on & separate piece of
paper, which is rolled up tightly and placed in a box. A pair of lots 18
thrown up hefore the idol, if they fall with one flat side and one copvex:
side uppermost three times successively, one of the papers is unrolled and
the man whose name is written on it becomes the Loo Choo for the ensuing .
year, In the same manner are the trustees chosen.

On the election closing, the image of the guardian deity of the Kongsi 18
removed from the ex-Loo-Choo’s house to that of the new Chief, where 1t
remains for twelve months.

The removal is attended with a grand procession; all the members
marching in rich dresses preceded by the image which is borne on a chair
earried on the shoulders of coolies, and the procession 18 attended by
numerous coolics bearing flags and symbols. In the gvening the public
is gratified if the Kongsi be wealthy, with a wayang or theatre at the
expense of the society. The performance lasts for several nights if the
funds are rich cnough.

The only religious ceremony indulged n by the Kongsis is the annual
worship of the dead. To a foreigner the whole affair 14 got up for the
ipurpose of feusting. The night preceding the day on which this festival
s ohserved pigs, fowls, and ducks are killed and cooked,” and a party of
musicians perform for several hours at the door of the Kongsi house
Early in the morning the food, with arrack and other drinks are sent to the
cemetery, and the members follow,

r_ L
o
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Aftér the ceremony is over the members eat and drink and often gamble,
On gome occasions when several Kongsis meet in the country cemeteries
fichts ensue and severe blows are interchanged. In Penang, when the
writer was there, the Sin Neng Kongsi and Hoey San Hoey quarrelled at
“noh” after worshipping the dead, and several men were dangereZsly
wounded, much property destroyed and the two societies involved themgelves
in a lawsuit which lasted a long period.

On these occggions robbery is rife and whole plantations are destrﬂyed
during the quarrel above-mentioned between the Sin Neng, a powerful
goclety of Cmﬁ:ﬂnese, confined to the natives of a certain distriet in China,
vl the Hye San, a Triad Society, the members of the former fought
guite as decraxately as thDSB of the latter though not united by the vows

of & sccret society.

In Penang a quarker of a century ago there were five secret societies,
viz., the Ghi Hin, Ho Seng, Hye San, Chin Chin, and Toh-peh-kong; at
Dbresent therc are two other Hoeys registered there as dangerous, iz,
the Hok-Hak-Seah and Choon Ghe Seah, The Ghi Hin was composed
chiefly of Cautonese; the Ho Seng besides Chinese enrolled Malays,
Portuguese, Klings and Jawi Pukans; Hye San were chiefly Kehs; and
Toh-peh Kong were Hokiens and Babas. The Chin Chins were chiefly
Hokiens, The Ghi Hin numbered about 15,000 members in Penang aund
Province Wellesley, Ho Seng from 3,000 to 5,000; Chin Chin 2,000 to
3,000; Toh-peh-kongs 3,000 to 4,00?; Hye San 1,000 to 2,000 these
figures are problematicaal. Females are not admitted into the Hoeys,

A very intelligent Maiay Haji who was educated at the Protestant Free
Bchool at Penang, and was well-known at one time as a prominent member
of several Hoeys, gave the writer the foilowing particulars regarding his
initiation, and the object and construction of the society he belonged to,
and they are singularly in keeping with the description given by Dr. Milne -
in Davis’ China, a book the writer did not see till long after his notes
were published in the “ Journal of the Indian Archipelago.”

-

The writer asked the Haji if Lie was not afraid of *divulging the secrets
after taking an oath of fidelity. He replied “no, being a Mahomedan
he did not conssder the Chinese oath binding ; that he was not sworn on the
Koran and therefore did notcare ; that for three or four years he had deserted
the fraternity because his chief priest considered it to be cﬂntra,rjr to the
Mahomedan religion to belong to it, and he was then expiating his former
wickedness by frequently attending the mosque and implicitly obeying
the injunctions of the Koran,”

. -
-
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The punghulu’s statement which follows corroborates the Haji's story
in some points, and he alludes to the Haji as being the principal performer
. on the night of his admittance or initiation.

-, THE HAJI'S STORY.

“ One any person wishing to enter a Hoey he signifies his intentions to one
of the memibers, who tells the chief or Thoo-Ah-Koh who enters hig name

in a book ; when a sufficient number of persons  are desirous rﬂf entering, a
night for the initiation is fixed.

r

When the night arrives, the members of the Hoey assemble in the
‘principal room or hall of their house or lodge and the candidates are plﬂJﬁEE
in an adjoining appartment; each man pays twenty-five ts, and his
name is entered on the register of the society. At the door leading into
she hall stand two men armed with drawn swords, andedressed in rich silk
gowns ornamented with divers figures of dragons, birds and other
creatures. Half a dozen lighted incense sticks are given to each candidate.
The candidates now advance in couples to the door of the hall in a stooping
posture, their right arms bared, and if Chinese their qucues opened out.
On arriving at the door the folllowing questions are put by the guards to
each candidate :— |

Q. What do you desire by entering the Hoey ¥
. A. I wish to become a brother of yours.
Q. Who told you to come?
A. I came of my own accord, no one told me to come,
Q. What do you hold these joss sticks for?

A. T wish to pray and swear before the Hoey, that 1 wish to obey all ita
orders. |

The candidates are then allowed to enter the hall, in which is a tabls
spread with eatables before the presiding idol or Tokong.

A member personating a priest stands to the left of the table; the
Tho.ah-Koh stands on the right, The sceond grade called J ee-Koh sit in
chairs on the right. The third grade or Sam-Koh on the left. The fourth
grade or ordinary members called hrothers stand on -either side m front.

The candidates are then brought to the head of the tableand are nmade

- to worship ; thig is done by stooping down three or four times and raising?

both hands with the joss-sticks over the head; cach candidate says that
he will strictly obey all orders of the Hoey und will not reveal to any
one what he may sec or-hear. The priest then takes up a large book and
anys,  you come here unsolicited and wish to become n brother”” The

¢ -
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priest then says ¢ I will now read the ruled of this Hoey.” ¢ You will not
reveal the procecdings of our meetings to any but a brother, or steal from
him ; you must not seduce the wife, daughter or any female relation of a
brother. You must not injure his character, or disturb his peace of mind -
I any way.” |

5

“If you break any of these rules, you must come before the Hoey to be
punished, and on no sccount must you go to the police or Supreme*Court ;
the Hoey hus the power of flogging you and imposing any other punishment
it pleascs on gron.”

“ If you ¢ommil any serious crime like murder, or-robbery, we will have

Jothing to do with you; you will be dismissed from the Hoey, and no

brother wgcﬂivf_? you into his housc.”

1 a brother commits the most heinous crime you maust not inform
against hun, but af the same tinme, you must not interfere in arresting him.”

“ Tf o guilty brother 15 canght Ly the police, you must assist in getting
Lim off, but should the brother be innocent, ¥ou must make every exertion
to get ham oft.”

“If you see a brother make a signal, 1t 18 your duty to answer 1t, 1f he is
in need of assistance you must grant it.” Many other rules exist, but the
Haji had forgotten them., The pricst continues, “ the following signs I show
you, they must not be revealed.

“ If about to be assanlted m the stteets, roll up the right sleeve or the
right leg of vour trowsers, or hold the right arm over the head with the
fingers spread out.” e

“ You will wrap your tail round the head and tuck the end in over the
right ear, or at the back, having the tassel hanging down.

* If you arc making a bargain with a man and wish to find out if he is a
brother, push the article you are barguining about with the back of your
hand 1f you do not agree to the price; if you do, seize 1t with threc

fingers of the right band.”

“When vou sulute the Phoo-dh-Koh you must touch his thumb with
yours. With a Jee-Kok and Sam-Koh touch the first finger of his hand
with your thumb.” '

t

“ On shaking hands with a brother or fourth grade, 1}1&5{: your thumb on

the back of-his hand and your first finger along the palm of his. On

“entering a house, if you wish to he known, put youuwright foot in first over

the thruﬁfmltl and lovk up.” .
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' A NaNaxercnici plﬂﬂﬂﬂ round the neck and tied in the front with two

knots, with the ends left hanging down, denotes a member of the Ghi Hin;

" junks on meeting at sea having a peculiar way of placing their sails and
flags, so as to show what Hocy they belong to.

%A fter enumerating all the signs and signals which are too numerous for
any person to remember, every member pricks the middle finger of the right
hand nd drops & little blood into a bowl of arrack and cach candidate is
obliged to do the same. After which every member prosent as well as the
candidates drink out of the bowl and the candidates are galwred as brethren,
Fach newly initiated brother now pays a dollar and ten cents,.gets a seal or
chop on silk, or cloth or paper, bearing his name, and he i1s then entitied
to all privileges of the fratermity, -7

—
THE CHOP OR SEAL OF THE GHI IIN HOREY. <

« The CGhi Hin and the other slfret socicties affiliated therﬁ;to have the
same signs. Some of the new societics that are not considered branches of
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r
the (thi Hin have a few additional signs. _ The members of the Toh-peh-Kong
at Penang recognised cach other by drawing the right hand across the
mouth, and if in want of aid in a street row the right arm was held .11]_'}
with the fist closed and thumb pomnting upward. On refusing anything
push away with the open hand.”

——

”~
Several months after hearing the Hajr’s story the writer was visiting

one of the country stations, and recollecting a report that all the Malayd at
the village had entered the Ho-Seng-Hocy he took the opportunity of
questioning the Panghulu (a native officer) a highly respectable man, the
gon of a Haji mamed Haji Brunie, he having been a native of Borneo.

This man left some property and o large family who were very influential,
- ™~ )

The Punghaly without any hesitation admilted the truth of the story,
and "= that two or three years before, all the Mahomedan mrale inhabitants

. did enter the Ho-Seng, he being one of the number.  As soon as the high
priest of Penang, one "Abdul Gunny, heard of it, he repaired to th:’_}' spot
and assembled all the- Mahomedans and told themn that theg had all

*  D&eome Kaflirs by joining lheathens, and 1ff they did not recant he would
- ¢lose the mosque in the village, take the presiding priest away, and

cxecommunicate them all.  On this they mmmediagely renounced the Hocey
" and performing the usual ceremonies were re-admitted into Islamism,w The
i‘nlldwing is the Punghulu’s account of his imitiatron, but he gaid it occurred
go long awo, and not having visibed a Hoey since, he could not ;furli:ish'm
detailed account of the trausaction, nor could he repeat the oath or describe

-

the signs.
THE PUNGHULU'S sTORY. ]

“ With fwo hundred Malays or wmore I was persuaded to join the
""'Hﬂ—Seng-Iquy_ On the nighl of our iwtiation we ussembled ni the
“~plantation of the chief of the Hooy mn this district; an attap shed was

Lighted up, and a table spread with food was placed hefore a picture ; two
nien wikh naked swords stood at the entrance of the shed and held thom
over head in the shape ol a triangle, whiel cach candidate had to. pass
under; we were then sworn not io reveal any of the scercts or signs that
would be communicated to us.  All T ean now recollect iy that we wire to
! 4 37 ayr b N "|.‘” AT Tiv}'gh v 1 y T -1 .
call each othes . brother””  We were not to mjure the wife, daughter, or
any female relation or friend of a brothor: =

"
-

were to make every
exertion to get him free; Lut if & brother was arrested on a true charge,
the law was {b take its course.”,

“If afulse charge was bhought against a broiher we
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!
“Ifin a row and in want of assistance raisc the right arm, or roll up ™
the right sleeve or one leg of the trowsers. | * o

“ On sitbing tea before o man, place three cups i a row, if f]__m takes the

middle up he is a member of the Ho-deng-Hoey.

* ¢ The coremony of imitiation was conducted in the Chinesc language which
Punghulu did not undersand but Haji—conducted the business and
interpreted the signs and orders.”” The Haji mentioned by the Punghulu

was the writerls first informant whose statement is set forth above.
o |

During the day the writer paidthe chief of the Ho-Seng a visit and allu-.
ded to his having admitted the Malays into his Hoey and thewr subscquent
vecantation. He denied their having been admitjed into his ooy, b
said thoy bad fortied themselves into a club to assist e other against
tho people of the adjoining villages, and against the attack Cr pirates.
This was said of course to put the Punghuln who yas present, off the seent.
If it had been merely o foeal elub unconneeted with the To-Seng-Hoey it
s uob Whely that the Hail who lived i George Town would luave Qﬂ’lﬁ

cloven mikes mbo the country to assist in the coreniony. ‘ "

The Hoovs bave 1wo oreat dave | : 17

] Toeys bave iwo great days in the yeary, vz oan the 3rd moon when

t' 16* fy 1 |yt ‘- . - 1 - s : .

they v orship thedead ; andin the 7th moon when they worship evil spiritg.

Durine the AN CoT - . .
8 the l@ter corcmony the membors of the Hoeys agsemDle at their

ICongsi houses in town and have o great foast.

There are no regular meetings, but when an offender is to be tried for
offences against the rules of the socicty, notices are sent round and the
members assemble.  If the offender is pronounced guilty he is flogeed, |
fined, or expelled, or punished in any way the elders judge fit, | ,

~ .
] L] r' Y > 1 . ' 1.0t ) . .
Un one eccasion in Penang while a constable was on hig rounds, he was

alarmed on passing the Ghi Hin Hoey house, by cries issuing from the
building at the same time a Chinaman rushed out followed by others,
The police finding the door open went in and arvested {ho clders, as'they
sal 1 solemn conclave ﬂ% took them to the police station. TFhe pursued
and pursuers were also®rrested.  The ~former had bis head cut open and
severc bruises appeared about his person. He declared Defore the police
magistrate that the elders had nothine to do with the aggault, but that =
persons who had Deaten lim were Lbad men and againat the orders of the
headnien hed {1?11{3 50.  He adnutted having been Defore the Hoey for,
soi® nisdemeanour.  There was 1o doubt that the Hooy had ordered him
to be flogged and that he managed to Loree his way past the doos keepers.
Evidence could not be procured and the -ehief and clders wiheo released,

-
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The chiof of the Ohi Hin who was arrested on this occasion was &
Chinese named Appoo, born in Bengal, and a wateh maker by trade. He
lived in Penang for over sixty years and was remarkable for his lonesty
and benevolence. He had a small hospital for leper and poor creatures
afflictod with other disenses ; in which there were generally fifteen or twenky
patients at a time. He gave a great deal of money away in charity, and
at his own expense buricd many paupers who helonged to no Hoey or
Kongsi; or who had not paid their subseriptions to their societies and
wore defaulters and not entitled to be buried at the expense of their
societies ; for thig purpose he always kept a number of rough choap coflins

at hand.

- He had a venderful influence over hits people.  Af one of the Ghi Hin
fotivi™® o writer walked to the ongsi house at night and found crowds
of Chinese assembled in the streets; opposite the Hoey; and knowing that
the members of the other Hoeys were also assembled in the Town to feast,
the writer thought there might be disturbances i these moembers of rival
soctetics met, s0 he sent for Appoo and told him 1t would e better to send s
men in-doors and keep them quiet. He immediately gave an order for
them to retirc and shnt the gates and mn a few minutces the streets were
deserted, and the erowd kad disappeared like magic; where a minute or
two before all was noise and confusion the greatest sile me prevailed.

Appoo was much respected by all classes, He was readily recognised by
his beaver hat, or bell topper; being the only Chinaman that wore onc,

So long as the writer was i Penang in charge of the Police force there
and in Province Wellesley, Appoo was of the greatest assistauce. The
writer can also bear testimony to the aid afforded him by the heads of all
the secrot societics during the five years he was in Penang; these men were
well known, and were all respectable, who lived upon the most amicable
terms with ccahgfther, and did their utmost to preserve the peace, and
ofteu afforded information that led to the capture of offenders belonging
doubtless to rival societics; the writer always found them most eager to
assist the authonties.

The writer has been in Singapore iwenty-two years, and at first,
instances of persons being beaten in the Kongsi houses were brought to
his notice, but for several years he has haard of no sach case and believes
that the elders have quite abandoned sucl practices. The sedret socicties
-in Penang howevgr, 1t must be admitted were in the habit ufqa,iding their
members to evade the course of justive. A flagrant instance m:m:rr'!d
there in 1853, 4vhich will serve to exemplify the manner in which this was
done. In the 3rd moon of that year, about the month of April, the

-3
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members of a Hoey were worshipping the dead at the Macao burial

ground, a mendicant having displeased them was beaten and died from the

effects of the blows. Some fellow DLeggers of the deceased complained to

the police ; the perpetrators of the deed were arrested and a coroner’s jury
retrimed a verdiet of wilful murder against them, On the opening of the

crimpinal sessions in the month of June following, not a witness was to be
found.- These men were beggars and had lived for several years at the
cemetery subsisting on the generosity of the frequentors ELE(] were too poort
to have left the island without assistance; it therefore, may be inferred,
and it was so reported at the time, that the seeret socicty brought them off
and paid their passage to China, Such instances were not uncommorn gnd
at every cuiminal sessions cases were thrown out for want of g=dence.

At that time the writer was a strong advocate for the supprés= of
secret societies, but after a further experience of nearly a quarter of a
century he has been led to modify his opinton. A% clements of discord
they would he bettor removed; but in the [first place 1t would be utterly
impossible to suppress them; and in the next, they do some good ky
adjusting potty quarrels and in supporting and maintaining the sick and
poor;-and by the mutual support and assistance the members afford cack
other 1n the country districts.  After the writer removed {o Singapore in
1356 instances mecarred of the secret societios econniving at the eseape of
crimiuals but a change for the betfer has taken place within the last ten years.
Duaring that period no instances have ogeurred to the writer’s knowledge
of witnesses being sent out of the eolony and the ends of justice being
frustrated by the connivance at thd Hoeys; and it is no unusual occurrence
at the present time TI878) for theghiefs of the seeret societies to'give up
offenders of their own societies to the police aunthoritios and assist materially
m getting them punished. The change for the beotter has taken place in
consequence of the registration of soccret sdecieties, and the greater,
surveillance thd have been brought under. The gecret socleties in

" Singapore at any rato, are daily resolving themselves into, what the members
profess they are, elemosynary institutions for the supnort and maintenance
of their poorer hrethren, to give the members decent burial and after
death that support and maintenance to their souls which, they value more
perhaps than any thing in this life. And further, helping each other in
the country distriets agiinst the attack of vobbovs, Tt wolld doubtless be
a great boon o the Chinese were seeret socicties suppressed; but under

existif®® circumstances, this would be an impossibility. “The best way to
destroy the baneful influences of these socictics would be to employ more
Chinese speaking Europeans of hich character in the puhlric service to
make known to the ignorant Chinese the blessings of our rule and the

- ”~ .
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absurdity of trusting to the Hoeys, and their chiefs who, unless exceedingly
cood men, exert their influence, only to squeeze the members and get all
the money they can out of them for their own oratification and excess.
The appointment of Mr. Pickering a gentleman thoroughly conversant
with the Chinese language, and the character of the Chinese, as Protector
of the Chinese, is a step in the right direction, * This gentleman has a very
high mission to fulfil, and if strongly impressed with his great responsikility,
must effect in a few years a beneficial change in the state of affairs, _

In the present day members of Hoeys have no hesitation in appearing.

as witnesses inmur Courts against each other? Suach an event was entirely
unknown a quarter of a century ago; the fear of punishment at the hands

of the Hoey would have deterred the boldest. It is a good sign and shows
that the influence of the secret societies is being secretly undermined. At
thE_Lreseu? tiwe the elders of all the triad societies and of many of the
friendly societios sit daily in their club houses inquiring into complaints
and their decisions ar¢ implicitly obeyed.

If a member of one society complains against a member of another society
_reference is made to the offender’s society, and every effort is made to
effect an amicable arrangement, and nearly always with success. Thousands
of complaints both civil and criminal arc thus disposed of. Were all these
complaints brought mnto our courts of law the staff of Magistrates and Judges
would have to be doubled or trebled. From the clogsest inquiries the
writer is satisfied that the elders of the societies regiatgréd d&ngerouﬁ or
otherwise, do their utmost to preserve the peacc; and to their influence

" much of the neace that prevails is due,

The greatest danger to the peace of the colony lies in the hatred that
cxists between the lower orders of the great tribes of Hokiens and Cantonese,
who have at present no recognised leaders, but fortunately in Singapore
are kept in check by the influence and good advice of such men as the
Hon'ble Mr. Whampoa, Tan Kim Ching, Seah Eu Chin and his sons,
Ts.‘] Beng Swee, Tan Seng Poh, and other mfluential men of both sections; -
whose advice is constantly sought by their countrymen, and who are ever
ready at great sacrifice to themselves, to attend to their complants
and advise them, always in favor of peace and quietness. Doubtless
in’ Penang and Malacca the rabbleare kept in check by the same
infiuence. One of the greatest objections the writer can urge against the
sccret societics is that, it gives the head men of ungerupulous characters
the opportunity of ecstablishing a reign of terror amojigst the people.
They have ahvays at their command a number of samsings or rowdies who
are ready to obey their behests to the letter. These generally take

, . | |
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possession of the brothels; act ps 111'ntpr*tn1's as they say to the women; and
take the opportunity of flescing these poor ercatures for the bencfit of
‘themselves and their masters, Al the brothals in Sineapors are under
the protection of certain chicefs of various seeret societies, and the inmates
are fewced to contribute money not only for matters rolating to themselves,
but as a kind of blackmail for the protection afforded them. This tax is
levied not only on the women, who are however the largest contributors,
but on petty shopkeepers. Many of the chiefs and officers of the soceret
societies subsist solely on this blackmail and the monies thew can squsoze
out of the peaceful mhabitants of the colony., The 111[111{111{*(} of thesoe
scoundrels can only be shaken by a counterinfluence exercised hy the police
and other authorities. The wrifer does not agree with Mr. Pickorimy
that secret socicties can be suppressed by legislation. [hisrhas been
tried with reference to gamimg and pmml an uttor farlave; andeee,
it to be tried with seeret socicties a principle of antagonism would be
mitiated between the Chinese and the Government wﬁuh at present does
not exist, and which it would be unwise to invoke,

The following secret societies at Sigapore are registered as dangorous :

Y
Gt Hin, Tay Chew h
Do. Holkicn i
Do. Macao—called ¢ [Kong- ! The Ghi Hin emanated
too.-gin.” T fromtheTriad Societyof Ching

Do. Hylam *
Do. Keh ¢ Bong Pek Kwan.”

Ghi-Hok. B These four are branches of the Ghi
Ghi-IKee ¢ Kong Holk,” Hin and eonnccted with that institu-
Holk Hin. - 4 tion; bu$ hetween some and the mother
G Sin. J  socwety no good feeling exists,

Hye San. "

* Hin Beng Hong * *This society admits men
* Yeat Tong Koon of the Seh or clan Tun only.

* Tong Nou Hong

The three marked * are not eonsidered dangerous. In the writer's
opinion these tribal societies are quite as dangerous to the peace of the
colony ws the Ghi Hin. The Tan society, Hin Beng Hong has fouuht with
" the Lims and Lees, and is powerful umuwh m numbers to face any of the
tritbal or secret societies,

It is said that in Singapore more than forty thousand Chinese Lelong
to the Triad Societics. The Ghi Hin claimg about fourteen thousand.
The Ghi Hoks number ten thousand at least; the Ghi Kea, ITok Iin,
(Gthi Sin and II_',;:D sSan about three or four thousand each.

In Penang are registered ag dangerous the following socictios :—

Ghi Hin, Hye San.
Toh-peh-Kong. Hoh Hak Svn.h.
Gh Hok, » Choon Ghe Seaf;.

IHoh Seng.
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- Tn Malacca the dangderous societies are :--

. Ghi Hm.
| Hok Beng.
'~ . Hoh sehg.

 Ghi Beo.
- Hye Ban.

1t is said that, the red and white flag socicties amongst the Klings are

affiliated to the triad societies ; the one to the Ghi

in and the other to the

Ghi Hok ; but the Klings affirm that this is untrue; they say tha their
socicties were brought from the Coromandel Coast and have no conxection
It iz a notorious fact that throughout
the Colony, Mrlays and Klings, and other races are members of the secret.

with the Chinese secret societies.

societies, .

¥

- ' . .

Besides these dangerous societies as they are called therc are registered

in Singapors, a great many friendly societies or Xongsis.
L . .y g , .
which many ©f them are established appear childish in the extrems,.

The objects for
It

would be waste of space to give a full list of these. . A few are given below

with the objects of he societies agan example. In Penang and Malacea

" there are similar societres.

Every clan, every profession, the Babas, the

natives of the same distriet or province in China all have thelr societies;

and although they are not trind societies sore, especially the clan societies
are composed of great mumbers and are guite as dangerous as the triad

gocleties ;

and” have from time to time disturbed the peace of these

scttlements fighting agfi,inst eacll other or against the triad socleties 3 and

likely at any time on the slightest provecation to do the same.

* List of some of the friendly socleties registered in Singapore with the,

ohjects of each set out.:

________—.—-n————l-t—————-_“’_'-‘_-—-—_—-—-__

Name of the Sosiety.

Objects of the Society.

- 8o Teong Ong Ling,
-~ ok Kim Lye hoch.
Scl (Clan) 'Tun Hocy

»

Leeng Say docieby.
Say Lce Society. -

Rty 1Ioh Tong or Seh {clan) Lim

Kongsl.
Y

‘Sigﬂ_&p Soclety.

Sunghi Kranji Secicty.

Y

Mutual aid in time of sickness, to help ats
wembers in the matter of funcrals, and
marriages. Conductreligiousceremeonics
in honor of the God Sam Tiang Ong on
the 16th of the Mh moon and in £he ho-
nor of the God Peot Chan on the 21st-
of the 11th moon when the Lioo-choo
and 8 Towkays are changed,

Similar to ahove.
Similar.

ditto. Subgeriptions from §3 to JL. -

] ‘ . -‘1 -‘ . . | - k
To sacrifice to Teer~ Kong on the 21st

and 2?nd cf the 71th moon.

~ To sacrifice to and have theolricals in

honor of the God Mal: Chooncea year,

There are seventy such soeietics registered in Singapore,

.

!
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THE GHI HIN SOCIETY AT SINGAPORE.

The Ghi Hin society at Singapore has a fine lodge at Rochore. It is a
large upper roomed building about sixty feet wide, and one hundred and
twenty feet long, with extensive kitchens on each side thirty to forty feet
wide extending the whole length of the building, capable of cooking dinner
for several hundred men, The following nine societies aré branches of
the &ht Hin, and are intimately connected with it viz, the Ghi Hin
Macao, The Ghi Hin Hokien, the Ghi Hin Tay Chew, the Ghi Hin Keh or
Song Pek Kwan, the Ghi Hin Hylams, the Ghi Hok, the Ghi Kee, the
Ghi 8in, and Hok Hin. No event of any importance can be carried iffto
effect by any of these without communicating with thepardnt society.
Such as the election of an elder brother or a sinsa}', or other ﬂﬂicmud
on the 28nd of the 7th moon, and 22nd of the 12th moon of each year,
the members of all thege societies feast together at this lodge. The feast
costs eachk member about twenty to thirty cents. The main building
consists on the ground floor of two large halls with an open paved court
yard between them having no roof over it.

These halls are used for feasting only, The upper floor has also two
large_halls divided by an open square over the paved court on the ground
ficor. The front hall is only used on important occasions, when enquiriﬂﬁ:
are made by the elders into complaints against other societics; or when‘a
very large number of candidates are imtiated; it is bare of furniture, In
the principal hall or lodge, is the shne containing the tablets of the five
founders of the society named. |

AW TEK TEE.

PNG TAI HONG,.
CHOAH TEK TIONG.
MA CHIOW HIN,
LEE SEK KHAN.

They are usually called “ Ngoh Choh” or “Go Foo;” before the shrine
are tables for the incense holders. ¢ Ngoh Choh” is said also to refer to
the five races embraced by the society. The Macaos, Keks, Hokiens,
Toy Chews, and Hylams. On the right aud left of the shrine are carved.
cabinets containing the tablets of deceased officers of the Ghi Hin with

their namges, and dates of death inscribed_thereon in golden letters; with —

incense vases before them.  These tablets are sacrificed to and worshipped
at the proper seasons. The chop or seal of the society represented at page
102 has to be brought at the death of a deteaged member to the Stn Say
or Becretary of the society for registration, so as fo entitie his manes to be

—
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worshipped by the society. To receive this worship at death appears to be
one of the chief objects of all Chinese in joining these secret societies.
Three doors lead into the main building gaudily painted with grotesque
figures ; and a few harmless pictures adorn the vestibule. A ecouple of
large Chincse lanterns hang before the entrance and a few lanterns 8t the
same kind arc liung about the building. There are complimentary b8ards,
the presents of wealthy members of the society hung vp in different places.
The premises ame oceupied by a few indigent brethren, and 18 not kept in a.
cleanly state,e The Dbuildings are substantially huilt and must have cost |
the fraternity several thousand dollars. There are no masonje symbols
about the building. The writer was imformed by a Baba, once a member
of the Ghi Hirmy and now, 1878, an elder of one of the secret societies, that
when initiated, e had to pass through threc arches, the last guarded by
two men with drawreswords ; that after tuking the oath that he would be
faithful to the society and obey all its orders, be pricked his finger and let,
A few drops of Hlood fall into a basin of arrack; all the initiated did the
same, and after the ceremony concluded every member present, as well as
the newly initiated drank some of the Lloody liguid, and by that ceremony
all became brothers. The principal object of his society is mutual
protection and assistance, and the worship of deceased members, ~ On hig
initiation and at every initiation the elder brother or “8in Seh,” if present,

impresses the members with the necessity of being loyal and submissive
to the powers that be, and that they are to do their utmost to live quistly
and peaceably ; and that in the event of any brother harming another,
they are immediately to Dbring the matter before the soclety and be
- guided by the advice of the elders and on no account are they to take the
law in their own hands, and beat or ill use the offender. If the matter
can be amilcably settled by the society, well, but if not the digputants are
referred to the law courts. The informant repudiated vehemently that any
secret society would teach their members to sercem each other if
ruilty of murder or othet heinous erime. He said the Ghi Hin and the
gociety he belonged to, did their wtmost to prescrve the peace, and live
happily under the British Government. The organization of the Ghi Hin
society by this man’s story appears perfect. He said that every fifty or
hundred members have a chief to whowmn they must refer in all emergencies ;
over these chiefs there are clders and the latter are unc]..er the headmen
whose orders must be implicity obeyed. In his experiencs, he had never
known 1In &h the riots and disturbances that have taken place in
Singapore, the chiefs or clders of the secret societies eneourage their
members & ﬁfrht But the rgbble have fought 1 spite of the timﬂ*ﬁ, who
thmuwhuut the qlmuel have done thelr utmost to restrain thelr Peaple,
- °
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and suppress the fighting. In overy case the elders of the sceret societies
have forced their members to make peace.. In the great riots between
Hokiens and Macaos they had no regard to their secret societies.

The following rules and oaths are registered by the Ghi Hok society as
bon® » fide Dut are supposed tb be manufactured for the purpose of decciving
the police authorities.  This may beso, but it is a remarkable fact that, the
writer has during the numerous inquiries he hag made on the subjeet elicited
from people of all clagses professing to he members of {he Ghi Hin society

rales and ovaths to o similar cftect.
2WUWLES OF THE GHI O SOCIETY.

CAny man wishinge to join the Ghi ok sociely must List: *11,1*:: t¥e instructions

ot Uw headimen who teach hiog nhoave wtl, obedienee fo parents,
/
2. Any person joining”the Ghi ok society mmst vhiy Lthe Comanpy’s 4 haw

and the orders of the headmen; if @ brother througeh flianﬁndiunug, or inatiention to
the orders of the headmen gels inte trouble, he must manage for himself, as the socleby

will hive nothine to do with it.
kL 4

3.  Any member uf the Gl Hok soctety hoinge about Lo marry 1f he will apply Lo
the headuen of the society they will present him with the swn of S

4. Any members of the Ghi Hok society illicitly making or dealintg in Chandu 1f
arrested by the Peolice must manaee the affair himsell as the hepdmen of the society
will have nothing to do wilh it. y

5. Any member of the Ghi ITok eovicty illieitly making or dealing in sprils, if he
is arrested Dy the Police must manage the affuir himself as the headmen of the socieby
1'«111 have nothingr to do with it

0. Any member of the Ghi ITok soviety dying and lu wvings o wife or ¢h Ldren here
wilhout means of subsistunce if they cowme anl :.luj_ll"llnt the h(h‘hﬂ].llLll they will poceive
the sum of 31 and 50 cattics of white rice.

7. A member of the (thi 1ok sociely dying wnl leaving behind wife and child if
he narry again and desert the c¢hild the Leadwen of the soclety on heing made
acquainted with the fact will support the child tilt he be grown up and thus keep up
- the posteority of their brother,

8. If the concubine of a member of the Ghi Ilok society run away with another
nian, he wuast not seeretly the brethren to come fofward and Tneak tle Taws Ty
firhting it i1s his own businesd and he musi manage it ; the headmen will nob
interfere. If his lawful wile rvn away with another man he should acquaint the
headmen and if he has no money to take procecdings in the Court, they will provide.
him with a sufficient swn to take out a snmmeon and so let the Government punish
the offcnder, .

9. Any membor of the Ghi Hok habitually guarrcliing and fishiting or abwsing
people, if he with nét listen to the headmen he must go hetore the gencral conminl oF
the chief society at Rochove, when he will bhe warned ard reproved ; if he alill prove
disobedicnt, he will be dismissed, and then auny troviile lig.mq.j' ot 1o must Lo

borne by himsclf, as the socicly will not bie responsible,
™~

- T

* Company—Government. -
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10. - A member of the Ghi Hok society must above all things honour and obey

his parents, if any brother, with evil words, abuse or curse hig parents on tha.
headmen being acquainted of it, they will dismiss him from the society.

-,

11. Any membor of the Ghi Hok socicty (whether headien or merely a common
member) running away with a brother’s lawful wife or concubine will be dismissed
from the socicty by the headmen on acquaintance with the fact. o

12. Tf any mcember of the Gk Hek sh:ﬁety introduce an offender &g&inst. the
Company's law into the society the headmen knowing of the fact will immediately
dismiss such member from the society.

13. Tf any mafbor of the Ghi Tok society go abroad and quarrel, wounding or
ghodding blood, the headmen will not interfere, he mwust go Lafore the PPolice and lie
» prnishoed, .

1% On the cvent of & mombor of the Ghi Hek society's marriage or if a member
to be buried,»ho hrethren should accompany tle procossion aml assist; if a member,
afromboiaer ealled Myica refuse Lo come he will ho dismissed from the society,

1% Tt is not pormitted for a member of the (vhi 1Tok Kongsi to introduee anyperson
cmployed by the Compamgeinto the socicty, any membor of the society introdueing a
Government empMyd with will be dismissed from the society.

ol5. Any member of the Ghi Hok socicty being in want of moncy, and wishing to
horrow from another member must deposit jewellery papers or house propoerty as’
seeurity.  The interest must be ot the rate of 2 per eent per month and the poriod
theee months ; if at the end of 3 months the pledse is nol redeemed, the lender must
give a week's notice, and then if at the expiry of thattermm the debtis not paid
he ean sell the eoods in pledge by anction for paymoent.

P
17, Any momber of the Ghi Hok society being arrested by the police forocambling
should ask the hendmen to bail him out.  If he shonld hie gentenced to o fine he must
pay for himself s the Londmen will have nothine to do with it. If a rothier steal

from another hrother, the headmen aftev judging the ense wi!ll digmigs the member

from the socicty.

18. Any member of the Ghi Ilok socioty lendine money amust conform to the
mles of the society as to interest period &e. he must not charge more than two per
cont por month.

10, Any memnbher of the Ghi Hok society borrowing or leading property to the
amount of 80 or 100 doltars value should first inform the headmen if they do not
inform them then in the event of any quarrel, eoncerning the transiction the headmen
will have nothing to do with the matter. '

29, If uny member of the Ghi Hok socicty quarrel or fight with wife or child and
they run to another member’s house, the hushand ought to inform the headmen; any
member of the society sheltering @ hiding another member's wife ov ehild will be
dizmiszed from the society. |

521,  Any membgr of the Ghi Hok society boing wrrosted by the police quarrelling
or creating disturbance shall apply to the hoadmen to hail .him. If the
Government sentence him to a fine he must pay it himself asthe hemdmen will*have
nothine to do witleit.

- - " " Y " i
9. 'The (+hi Hok society have every year two eclebrations of the birth days of the
b ancestorg, cadh member must therl'subsaihp 510 cents, any member twice refusing to

g -
#+ gubscribe will he dismissed from the society.

- ]
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28. Any meémber of the Ghi Hok Bociety cursing abusing or strikine his fathgr or
mother must be brought hefere the headmen who will reprove him. If he refuse to
listen to the reproofs and orders of the headmen he will be dismissed from the society.

24, Ifa member of the Ghi Hoj society dies and there is not money ‘sufficient for

the funeral expenses, on the headmen heing acquainted of the fact they will present
the sum of $4.

25. Any menmber of the Ghi Hok society having gone abroad for the purposes of
trade, or returned to Ching. If he should have left wife or child here without means of
support on application the headmen will relicve their wants.

26. If any member of the Ghi Hok soctety is arrested and the headmen on going
to bail him out are unsuccessful, that member shall be dismissed from the mociety.

27. If any member of the Ghi Hok énciety (having given himself up to gambling
prostitutes apd such vicious courses) do not retarn to his houge and support his wife

and children, the wife or children on application to the headmen will recoive the sum
of 810 for their support. ‘ . -

28. If any member of the Ghi Hok saciety away from honse a»d another member

come and commit adultery with his wifo or child, the headmen on being ﬂrx‘}‘qq‘éﬂnted
with the fact will dismiss the offender from the society,

T
20 If amember of the Ghi Hok society have a grown up dgeghter, and other
thember secretly onter the house and commit adultery with her, the parents on
knowing should inform the headmen who will call the offender before them, and nr@ler

him to marry the girl and to pay S44 to the parents as marviage-money. If he will
not obey the advice of the socicty, the headmen will take tho parents to the Polico, -
and assist them to prosecute the offender and he will be dismissed from the society,

40, If any member of the Ghi Hok socicty by quarrelling and fighting with the
mensbers of another Kongsce, offond against the Company’s laws, the headmen will
admonish and reprove him ; if he vefuse to listen they will dismiss him from the
gociety, and will not be responsible for any trouble he may get into afterwards,

31. The members of the Ghi Hok society should entor wmto trade and be honest, and
labour as coolies &e. they must not g0 out and create trouble, disturbing the peace and
offending against the Company’s laws. Tf any mewmber thus offending he arrested,

and ns wife or child apply for the hoadmen to bail him, they will not interfere but.
will dismiss the member from the so ciety.

-

32, If any member of the Ghi' Mok sociely have o guarrel with a man, and that
wan be of the society after his entrance the quarrel must be forgotten. Any member

disobeying this rule will ot he rocoenised by the headmen asa member, but will he
dismissed from the society.

3. Any member of the Ghi ok society having sisters or children who are about
to marry on application to the headmen he will be presented with the gum of $4.

3% Any member of the Ghi Hok society whose parents wife or children having

died, he has not money for the funeral expenses on application to the headmen he will
recelve the sum of %1, |

33. It any member of the Ghi Hok society have a son or daughter about to be

married, or if he be about to celehrate his 60th hirth day dn application to the
headmen he will receive the sun of $4.

AG.  All members of the Ghi Hok socicty must conforn: to these 36 mles, and must
obcy the €ompany's laws. If they disobey the society’s rulos or offend against the - ¢
Cowpany’s laws, the headmen will Immediately dismiss them from the society.

Eas
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.+ entering the Gthi Hok society anch memhar must gwear to aonform to the above
yrlag and the following is the oath T T hreak any of these rnleg, may my liwbs fall
to pieces and may I be turned out of the socicty and not recogniged.” *

The 36 articles of the oath of the Ghee Hok society.

1. After entering the Heng (fate, a member of the Hong family must above all

things obey and honour his parents, he must algo abstain from injuring the parentzof a
brother Hong. If he break this oath may he within 100 days die by-being cuot to

pieces, orin the five scas, his flesh ﬁ-:}a.tin;:,r on the sarface, and his hones sinkipg to the
hottom. . ¢

2. Afterentering the Hong Gate, & member of the Hong family must not relying
on his strength pppress the weuk he mnst not favor his relations, the great must not
deceive the small. The ancient maxim was < If the son of heaven (Emperor) offend

all the peopl® are involved in the guilt. If any hrother break this rule may his
intestines fall oué thunder strike him or fire burn him to death. |

3. After entering the Hong Gate, o member of the Fong family must not gamble
with o brother 4 commit lewdness together if he even gamble with a brother, he
finai hot on any aceount commit lewdness, A brother seeing another brother with -
money must not try or seck to injure him in order to possess the money. If any
Lrother dare with an @4l heart offend against this rule may he within 100 days die
wunder 10,000 khives, hiz empae divided and his bones broken ; may thunder strike him
or fire burn him. -

* 4 After entering the Hong Gate if a brother of the Hong family gebt into
trouble and is arvestod by the Government police and is being taken befgre. the
masistrate, all Hong brothers must use all their power to interfere and deliver him.
1f any Lrother dave disregard this vulean d passing the matter over as of no consequence
refuse to Lelp to save him may within 100 duys thunder strixe him down, dead in the |
road, and his bones perish in the rivers and seas.

5. After entering the Hong Gate, o brother must not for the sake of reward assist

in arresting a brother, if any member do so, may he within 100 days die under 10-000
knives, b

6. After enteving the Hong Gate, a brother must not debauch the wife or child of
a brother, or cijole or decoy his servant maids or men. .If any brother disregarding
this rule debauch wife or servants of a Lrother may he within 100 days die in the
ocean or sea, or may his Lrothers on finding out dismiss hin,

\_r*y({er entering the Hong Gate. A brother whether. old or new (must conform’

~The rules, ho must not envionsly wish to rise to the position of an incense burner,
(1Ivong Chood.  Tn the laws handeid down to us the periods are fixed, five years service
qualifies him for Hong ; ten years for Heong Choo. If any hrother after only 3 or 5
years’ illegally should try to hecome a *f Heong Choo *’ on the brethren, finding out

they will arrest him and punish him with 108 blows and will without fail eut off both his
CAT=, '

8, After entering the Hong {ate, a brother must not +quarrel and fight with his
feiond.  Tach brother has his duties, he has his, yon have your's, yon wust not interfae
with him, or commit debauchery with each other. If any member interfere inffa

disorderly martoer or commit dubauchery with another brother may the brethren ¥nd
it out and his naked Hody perish without mercy.

0, After eetoring the Hong Gate, a brother going to vigit another brother must
eat rice if he huve only rice, and conjes, if he have only conjee to offer him he must not
complain &;1{1 be angry with his brother because he has not vegetables 10 sot Lefore

L
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him. If any meniber disregarding this rale shonld he angry beeause his brother hag
no vegotables to offer him, and goine abint telling other people harts a brother’s
good name may he within 100 days die under 16,000 kaives and his hody fall to pieces.

- 10. After enterinz the Hong Gate a brother must not plot against the Heong
Choo at the times of ceremonies or theatrical performances, he must not take upon
himselfmm} open the door to go in or out not even an inch or a step. If any member
dare arpezt the Heong Choo or Sein Seng, may on his going abroad, a serpent bite him,
a tiger tear him thunder striking or fire burn him may blood flow from his seven holes.

N.B.——The seven holea aceordine to the Chinese, are the eves, ears, mouth and
=7 v
nostrils, ' ~

11, After entering the Hong (Gate, a mewmber having taken the pledge of brother.
hood, must not use paper and pen to the injury of his brethren.- If any brother
digregarding this rule use paper aud pen to the injuey of a brother, may he withem
P00 days die by the knife or sword. =

iy

12. After entering the Hong Gate. If a member see his twin brother (by birth)
guarrelling with a Hong brother he ought to interfere and part them. He may try to
make peace but mnst not assist his twin brother against t¥e3Hong brother. If any
brother disregarding this rule dare assist his brother by hirth to fight the brother
‘of Hong within 100 days nmy five thunders strike him dead may he fall into the rivers or
geas his body float on the ocean or fall to pieces. ~

13, After entering the Hong Gate. If a brother of the Hony famiiy throngh crime
or misgfortune is in difficnlty and fly toa hrother’s houwse, he must he assisted and
conducted over the boundaries that he may escape. If a brother disregarding this
rule refuse to conduet a Hong brother over the houndaries or to save him may be
within 100 days die by the sword and %e forgotten,

14. After enfering the Hong Gate, a brother of the Hong famnily must not cheat
another brother of money clothea or goods. It any member disregarding this mmle
dare with an envious heurt cheat a brother of money, clothes or goods may be die
withim 100 days by heing cut to pieces or if in the jungle may a tigor devour hiwm.

15. After entering the Hong Gute. If a hrothor of the Hong family wishing to
celebrate the joyful or sorrowful ceremoniesof his parents, or if they have arrived at
old age andhe has no money to use, the whole of the brotherhood mnst assist him
with means. If any brother disregarding this rule should refuse to assist another
brother in such a situation may be die within 100 days by vomiting blood.

- 16. After entering the Ifonz Gate. If a Lirother of o Hong vamily die and the
widow wish to marry again the hrethren must not tuke her for wife. ‘The matter
ought to be enquirved into, it is not permitted for a Hong Lrother to marry a brother's
widow. From the time of entering the brotherhood the spivits are looking and
will notice the least injury to a brother's honour ontside people will also sneer and
laungh. If any member disregarding this laws of Hong will wed a brother's widow
within 100 days may five thunders strike him dead and bis hody be exposed withont
burial,

17, After entdring the Hong Gate. If a brother of the Hong family see in any
place clothes goods or money he must not seal them. If in the country he see grain
in the fields he must not himself take it secretly, or pet others to forcibly seize it, he
ought first ask his brother’s permission and then he can tuke it. If any brother
disregarding this rule take without asking his brother’s elothes money or goods or if
in the country be take grain from the fields the hlother on finding it out will punish
him with 108 blows and cut off kisears, ~ "

—
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18. After entering the Hong G ate. If a man hefore entering the Hong Gate has
‘killed a parent of & brother and theve s a rovengeful feeling it must be put away and
the brother must not remember the old wrong. If any member darve continue to
brood over the injury and desive revenge, may he within 100 days die in the rivérs or
ocean his flesh floating on the top and bones sinking to the hottom,

19. - After entering the Hong Gate. * If a brgther of the Hong family run away on
account of crime, and come inte your house to borrow money for expense o escape
you must give.him the sum necessary, and if there is not sufficient in theghouse you
must give clothes or goods for your brother to pawn that he may have monl®y for his
expenses; if any member omit to do his hrother's business or refuse to subhscribe money
to assist and saye him, may within one month five thunders strike him dead and his
corpse and naked bones perish from the remewmbrance of men.

20, After entoring the Honyg Gate on the night of joining and taking pledge of
hrotherhood a Brother of ITong family must not on returning home, secretly dispose
3 his smﬁll jacket, purse, or white clothes, as they are the property of the society a
father must ngt divulge the Houg Laws to his son, or son to his father, mn
vlder*brother to a younger hrother or a younger brother to an elder. If any brother
disregarding this rule thereafter illicitly divulge or teach the Hong Laws, or if he sell
privately the society'spproperty, wmay be within 100 days die by the mounth of tiger or
wolf. N -

21. After entering the Hong Gate. Tf u Lrother of the Hong family he entrusted
by another brother with letters or money to tuke home for him, he must use all
despatch and deliver the lotters and money to the brothers' parents brothers or wife,
that they may have the money to nse. He must not enviously and nnfaithfnlly
detuin them. If any member disregarding this rule dare detuin or keep a brother’s
letters or moncy, may be within 100 days die in the rivers or seas his fesh Hoating -
on the ‘1.'-1}]_] and his bones sinking to the hottom. |

22,  After entering the Hong Gate a brother of the Hong fimily must not procuve
money for his own use from his brethren hy using false names of by falsely speaking
of joyful or sorrowful events. If any brother disregarding this rule dare by such
means deceive the brethren and thus get money for his own use may be within 100
duys die by the sword.

23, After entering the Hong Gate if a brother horrows money or goods from
another brother, it iz the duty of proper and honest man if he borrows to veturn the
same, if he does not may be within 100 days bang himself and pigs drag and dogs bite
his corpse till itfall Lo pieces.

24, After enterving the Hong Gate € brother of the Hong family must not on
account of the numberund strength of the brotherhood, econtrive and make disturbances
jndge between right and wrong oppress or impress on the weak, or being strong 1nsult |
people these things arc contrary to the Hong Laws. Tf not listening to the headmen
a brother unlawfully insult people &e¢., within 100 days may he die bypoison.

95.  After entering the Hong Gate. If a brother of the Hong family be imposed
upon by a man he cught to inform the brotherhood in order that they may all come
forward and ith the strensth of theiv arm assist him.  The brethren must come
forward to protect and revenge him any brother disregarding fis rule and knowing
that another brother is being imposed upon does not come forwd®d may be die by the
hand of a woman. . :

26.  After entering the Hong Uate, o brother of the Hong family must not hoast
or exage@ate to another br-:}iher or tulk carelessly and loosely aboub things thus
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mjuring the brotherhood by fermenting quarrcls and had feoling, It any hrother
disregarding this rule dare boast ang exagrerate before g brother’s face distub the
good fue];'ng of the society mry he die by being ent teo Pieces,

£7.  After enterin g the Hong Gate. Brother of the Hong famlly undep heaven
these e two capitais and 13 provinces, when a hrother visitg your house, you must
immedia#ely welec}mg him with teasand rice (food) JOU must not send hipy AWay
angriiyﬂnr refuge to receive hin, If any ( hrother) memherp disregarding this yule dare
angrily refuse 1o recoive Or entertain a brother, may be die by his soven holes flowing
with blood and his corpse fox ever full to pleces,

28, After entering the Hopg Gate. Brethren ofihe Hong faini
together and walilk abroad in' threeg o Hves creating disturbances and injuring the
brotherhood ; the ancient maxing e let each attend to his proper trade O
occupation and do not MiX with evil businecs, wait +i1] the rehelliop anddisorder ig
over and the duy of the obedicnce to the Ming dynasty has arrived e Ma,nehgﬂa are
all slain and one protector Lord ageendl the throne,  Ho will appoint us to offices and
confer nobility UPon us then the patrigtic and gencrous reputation of the Honys
brotherhood wil} he established, ¢ any brother disrc:gau*-:ﬂ:?g the commands and
instructions of the brethren should et temultously or ereate disturbance thug Injuring
" the (reputation of) brotherliood way b die and his intestines fall out.

Y pust not gather

20, After entering the Hone Gute. On receiving the orders from tha 2 caprtals
and 13 Provinces of the world (China) the brethren mnst gather the Hong, and
wssemble the soldiers, c¢al] the Couneil together to examine the orders of the two
Capitals and 13 Proviuces and wot divilge them ; if he docs may he Qi hy being ¢cut
Lo pieces or in the five seas. |

30 A.ftm:mltering the Hong Gat... fr 4 Person who hyg formerly netod s 11
mformer and assisted to arrest o Hong hrother should wish to entor the soviety
wembers should inform the brethren that they may come forwird arrest and hand
him over to the council for punishment they must not 1ot him escape. If g brothoy
through friendship with the man’s society favour his cicape may he die nnder 1000 knives,

l.  After entering the Hong Gate a brother of the Hong fumily going abroad for
the purposes of trade op husiﬂmﬂwld heing ignorant of tho “ffnivs of his houge hy
reason of distancoe, if his wite or child commii evil with any man » brother knowing
of 1t must inform the brethren that they nay come forward and arrest the offendingr
man and thus uphold the generons and honest reputation of the Hong family. Jf any
braother disregarding this rule and knowing of guch things do not eall the brethren

to come forward und arrest the offonder may he be drowned in the rivers and oceans,

32, After entering the Hong Gate y brother of the Hong family ( ying and leaving o
wife and children if the widow remain oh Aste, and any ontgide people wigh to OPPross
them or robh them of fields, gardens, house ar property they ought to inform the
brethren in erder that they may como forward, und brotect the widow of the Hong
fa mily and recover her fields honses o Property, so that the wife ;Lnd_children-muy 3%
fed. Wemmust remember our sworn hrother ald hand down oy great reputation to 10,000
senerations.  If any ipembey wilfully disrugatrding this yule qo ot call the
brethren to COLQ ?m:w::uﬂ and protect a hrothep's widow with their streneth may he
~die whore three roitds meet may five thunders sty him dead gy hrn him ang Lig

seven holes flow with B,

33, After entering {he Hong Cate, The laws handod down fron the five ancestors
all incwleate obedience to paronty and {orhid t'iim:.-l{;.:w:lieuq;u. Iany brother Listeniy g
;ﬂ _wife Or ¢vncubine dare difspbvy O hegleet his parents; muy he gje by 1,000 o1 10,000

nives, - -
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34, After entering the Bong Gate, a new brother of Hong on the night of
instalment, must with a true heart before Heaven draw blood and take the important
oath of friendship. He must on returning home under atree at the head of the
street, or the end of & lane, or in a shrine or temple repeat this vow, the spirits are
beholding and regarding the oath taken this night before heaven. If any mam dars
with a fulse heart take the oath may be die onthe road thundge strike or e burn
him.

35, Afier cntering the Hong Gate, a brother of the Hong family having on this
nicht sincerely #worn to these things he mnst know that sincerity and filial
obedience are almve a}l things; if a brother commit wife or child to his care he must
follow the example of the ancients Tek Tee, Peng-Tai-Hong-Tay-chan and Lee
SelgKbhan, then he will have reputation for sincerity and virtue for 10,000 grenerations.
If any broiger cannot be trusted with another brother’s wife or child, may he within
100 dayg dic by tigod flowing from his scven holes.

36, After entering the Hong Gate a Lrother of the Honge frmily on this night
of taking the cath (mugeknow) that the spirits arc regarding and our five ancestors
when first estahlishing the Golden Brotherhhood arranged thess ouths which have been
handed down till now, ull the brethren must mutually fulfil thewn, and sincerely and
girtuously walk according to them. They must not disregard the ocath. If any
brother with u false heart také#the vow, and afteywards does insincere and dishonorable
things, may be die hy 1,000 knives and 10,000 spears, and may an arrow secretly
strike him. If with a sincere heart you obey and walk according to the oaths, then
you will have 10,000 happiness and feliaties,
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