
CONVOCATION, LUCKNOW UNIVERSITY 

In particular I beg you, cherish the amusing things: there is great 
virtue in laughter, and a store of humour will be a help to you 
when things go wrong. 

This brings me to my last point. I believe that my honourable 
colleague, the Minister for Education, is absolutely right in sayinlr 
that we do not give beauty its due place in education. Certainly 
if I had the money and power to complete this university in brick 
and stone, I would give you not merely laboratories and class­
rooms, but art and music too. One &ees that the need exists. 
It is the hunger after colour and form that is partly responsible 
for the prints wluch hang in hostels and common-rooms. I do 
not wish to criticize them; but who would deny they might easily 
be much' better? I would like to see the walls of university 
rooms furnished with really good photographs of the great Indian 
monuments: the Taj Mahal and the Kutb Minar; the Black 
Pagoda and the Kailasa Temple; the stupas and carvings of 
Sanchi. There ~hould be ca<;ts of all the fine~t statues, and good 
prints in colour ~ the great Ajunta frescoes and the best work 
of the modern artists. And I would like to see these multiplied 
in smaller reprod11ctioni. so that they should find their way first 
into students' rooms and so graduaIIy into the better class homes 
of India. Taste i~ formed by dwelling on beauty, and with a 
sense for beauty comes a happiness that i~ certainly not of earth, 
but as It were a gift of the gods. It seems to me that here. and 
by no means beyond our reach, is a way of enriching the 
intallectual life of our young men which some henevolent philan­
thropist might readily pursu<\ Perhaps after we have Geen the 
exhit{tion of Indian art whiCh, thanki. to Rai Rajeshwar Bali's 
ininativ~, is shortly to be opened in this city ~ome one may be 
moved to act upon the idea. At all events, Mr. Vice-Chancellor. 
I hope that the university authorities will encourage your students 
to see the art exhibition and to attend the musical conference 
and so to familiarize themselves with the best that India has 
produced in the two workls which ~atisfy the eye and ear. 

Ladies and Gt:ntlemen, I am grateful to you for the way you 
have heard me at this length. Students of the Lucknow University, 
your intellectual Mother-young as she if> to have nurtured so 
many sons-bas done much for you. You are under an obliaation 
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to maintain her good name. That you will do best by striving 
constantly to be strenuolls,courteVl1S, broad-minded, self-controlled, 
hopeful and brave. Struggle, effort, disappointment there must 
be; these are the pains of growth. Perhaps we officials do not 
always realize as vividly as we might some of your handicaps 
and difficulties. But you may be sure that we have had our own ; 
and what matters more than the character of the trial is the spirit 
in which it is met. Never was the right message to youth better 
uttered than in the words of a poet whom I have qLoted twice 
already-why, I do not know, unless I feel instinctively that he 
affords the right medicine for our times-but in any cast: they 
are brave words: 

Then welcome each rebuff 
That turns earth's smoothness rough, 

Each sting that bid.!, nor Mt nor stand but go I 
Be our joys three-parts pain ! 
Strive, nnd hold cheap the strain, 

Learn, nor account tlle pang; dare, never grudge the throe ! 
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POLICE DINNER, MORADABAD 

MR. ASHDOWN AND GENTLEMEN,-I thank you for your 
warm hospitality to my staff anti myself and I am deeply obliged 
to you for the kind manner in which you have De her 21 
just drunk my health. This is the third time that ~24 ' 
I have come on police bu&ine&b to Moradabad, once 
as Inspector-General and twice in my present office, and on each 
tIme you have kindly made me welcome. Moreover it happens, 
a matter\that is prohnbly of more interest to me than to YOIl, that 
to-day marks very nearly the pnu of the second year of my office 
as Governor. As I look back oyer these two years I realize that 
in many things I have been very fortunale, fortunate in the first 
place in having good colleagues \\ ho have always sought to give 
me wge advice. and help m difficulty, and one of whom, the 
Raja SahIb of Mahmudabad, I am glad to c;ee present now. His 
coming here is only one more proof of the deep interebt which 
he takes in all that pertams to the welfare of the police. I feel 
that I am fortunate also in the fact that the province has regained 
its good temper anu banity, and that the old friendly relations 
between the people and officer'> again bubsist; fortunate, because 
our Legiblative Council has dealt fairly with us and has not 
att~pted the sort of sabotage which has heen practised ebe­
where; fortunate certainly OI'1.the whole in thIS, that the province 
has hot.d healthy seasons and g'0od crops; but above all fortunate 
in feelidk that my Government have enjoyed the tru&t and loyal 
support of all its officerb, and none more bO than the officers of 
the Indian Police, whose lnspector-General I had the honour to 
be for a brief space. I &hall be lucky indeed if I can retain all 
these assets during whatever period I may have bull to serve. 

* *. * * * 
If in the prese11fC of my honourable colleague the Home 

Member, I may reveal secrets vf policy, I want to tell you that 
we are trying to find a soilltion of one police problem which I 
know has vexed every good officer who cares tor the well-heiDi 
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of his men, I mean the problem of the miserable condition of police 
stations and quarters throughout the g1'e'fIter part f)£ this province. 
Whether we shall succeed I do not know; but if we do few 
successes will please me more. 

Mr. Ashdown and gentlemen, I am r,ure you all koc.w that the 
Government of the United ProVlnces expect great things of their 
police officers. They know how largely the task of keeping 
order lies in your hand!>; and speakmg for them I tha:1k you for 
the way in which you have !>erved us hitherto, and I Wish you all 
suc<.:ess in the years before you. 
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ALL·INDIA ART EXHIBITION, LUCKNOW 

MR. CHAIRMAN, RAJA SAHIB, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN.­

An old friend of mine has just been elected President of the 
Royal Academy. I wish that Sir Frank Dicksee 

h thi xhib" d d Ii January 8, 1925 were ere to open s e' ltion, an to, ever 
this presidential addre!>s. I am sure that he would have much of 
interest to say about the way in which Indian paintings strike the 
eye of a Western painter of the school of Leighton and Poynter. 

When I agreed, at the Minister's request, to preside to-day, 
I was attracted by the plea~ure of being a~sociated with an 
occasion so important as that of the first representative exhibition 
of Indian' art. I did not sufficiently reflect upon my lack of 
equipment for the task (If addressing you upon resthetic matters. 
Generally I know what I admire in painting and sometimes, but 
not always, can ~fine why I like it. If 1 name in one breath 
half a dozen ot the Western masters whose work I most admire­
Botticelli, Raphael, Tintoretto, Rembrandt, Constable and Turner 
-1 daresay it would puzzle anyone to Mly whether such 
preference follows any canon of judgment, any love of partic:1.llar 
qualities, or is merely capriciol1~. None of my favourite Western 
palllter~ certainly Scemb to help much towards an appreciative 
understanding of Indian art. But taste formed 011 a basis of 
WeS$ern art has possibly coloured one's choice among Indian 
arti!.ts too. Within the narr(1), limit& of my acquaintalJce 1 am 
prep!1JOed to confes!. that in my heart I really admire the Ajunta 
pailltingff more than anything that follows them in Indian art ; 
more than the old story pictures, vigorous as they are, of hunts 
and battles, or the fine delicacy of M ughal portraiture, the rich 
detail of scenes in palaces and gardens, or the romance and 
mysticism which characterizes the modern and yet indigenous 
Calcutta school. 

Controversy, we all know, has been aroused ere now by some 
European judgments on Indian painting; but 1 hope that nothina' 
which I shaH say will arouse it. Let me try to say how I 
approach the matter. I know that some critics, for example the 
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late Mr. William Archer, have questioned the value of Indian 
achievement in terms that must i.e irritating in their implications. 
I need not summarize his arraignment. At the same time I 
suggest to you that the defence has sometimes been at least as 
arrogant as the attack. I have read diatribes which impute the 
crassest incompetence, if not indeed a certain moral obliquity. to 
those who withhold their admiration from oriental art. I have 
encountered enthusiasts who claim not merely that Indian artists 
are entitled to their own peculiar conventions and symbols (for 
if illat were all, surely judiclOUS people would readily admit the 
claim), but that Indian artists have found thE; way to interpret the 
things of the spirit in a finer, nobler, purer, more quintessential 
manner, than all the painters or sculptors of other times or races. 
Such a proposition as that strikes me at least a:- les'> the outcome 
of reasoned judgment than of ardent, hone:-t zealotr~.· It :-eems 
to me a little like what the Americans call 'boosting': and 
instinctively I recoil from it. 

I admit that by tradition and education Di)e bent b naturally 
in favour of the West. At the same hme if I may avow my own 
belief, it is that great art depends far more on the nobility of the 
ideas than on the mode of exprel>sion. If truth, beauty and 
i'oodness are all facet~ of the absolute, as I have been taught to 
think-then I hold that no single race or nation posse:-.,es th~ 
one solitary key to them. We all approach them under tl\e 
limitationb lmposed by our breeding and tradition. There may 
be many ways of expressing the eternal verities; and eve!1' race 
and nation i:- perfectly entitled tp prefer its own. Divergence 
has this benefit that competing schoob and methods.. react 
upon and ~timulate each other. It ever some domirl>mt force 
or personality arose to reconClle and blend all religions or all 
philosophies or all art in one final amalgam, I can readily 
conceive that the result might be tragedy. 

It is wisest to seek out the excellences of Indian art without 
disparaging comparisons. Now Indiall painting undoubtedly has 
perplexities for those who are unfamihar with it and yet would 
Wlderstand it. Many of us are puzzled by Its lack of interest in 
anatomy and perspectlve. We have been accustomed to treat 
both with high respect; and it comforts us very little indeed to 
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be told that the fault lies in ourselves, and that the Indian 
painter's eye was seeing types and generalities, and • soarin~ 
beyond the artificial barriers of space and sight'. That or some­
t.hU>g like it is what the Cubists and Futurists plead. But I 
suggest that there are more persuasive ways of invoking the 
sympathy of the ordinary man than by calling him a Philistine. 
When on the other hand an Indian expositor reminds us that 
most Indian pictures were small in size and meant to be looked 
at as a book is held in the hand, then we can see at once how 
that conditions their treatment. Clearly there cannot be the 
same need of depth and distance as for example in the Vatican 
frescoes. The Indian artist relies for his main effects on line and 
colour and "Concerns himRelf far less with light and shade. We 
have met the same sort of two-dimensional painting on Greek 
vases, and. in illuminated chronicles and missals, and in the 
shadowless paintings of the earlier Italiun religious schools. 
Perhaps we cannot quite expel the doubt whether the self-imposed 
limitation is a gaiv: but at all events we can bubdue It: and once 
we have done that we shall be able to see with clearer eyes the 
strong points of such pictures, the refinement of outline, the 
richness and subtlety of colouring, the restraint, and the economy 
of means. 

Again, when Indian critics tell us that European art is essen­
tially imitative, while Indian art expresses 'hieratic culture or 
race tradition', I thInk that lovf'rs of Webtern painting may be 

. £orgi}Ten if they teel a little restive at the iruputation of inferiority. 
It is true, I suppose, that the present age is not one in which 
great painting flourishes in Eu~pe-or indeed anywhere in the 
wond. eut perhaps that may be due to causes from whose 
effects India cannot hope indefinitely to escape. There are few 
topics over which it is easier to lose oneself in a waste of words 
than over schools of painting. Even if we lay it down that 
Eastern art is traditional, symbolic and spiritual, while Western 
art is individual, realistic ~d material-has that pontifical utter­
ance really helped us to see the two in their right relation l 
Suppose we try to get away fron, labels. If art is a living thing. 
it is pert of the life of humanity, and it must change and develop 
with the cb.angirJg and developing life of the race. We may ret 
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some ~ QD this, if for a moment we look back and recall what 
has happened to painting in the Western world. 

I chose 'individual' as the I1rst popular label to apply to 
Western painting, because we are slwaYb being to)d, and as I 
think truly, that the artist's prime duty is to express himself: to 
render his own qualities and character: to give the world his own 
special vision of truth and beauty. And even though art cannot 
be completely dissociated (as the phrase' art for art's sake • used 
to suggest) from other activities of life, yet the artist must be 
disinterested. in the sense that he is not a teacher nor a moralist 
nor a man of science. He may ~how men reality and goodness; 
but if he forgets that he is primanly a doer, and seeks to preach 
morals or to discover truth, then the arti:;tic quality of his work 
will suffer. 

But thib was not always the conception of the arti"t'.s function: 
he used to be by no means a chartered hbertine. He represented 
not himself but a pha:;e of the common life about him, and with 
that common life his work was intimately linke~. Inquirers seem 
to be agreed that in the beginning art arose out of the play­
instinct, the working-off of ~t1perfluou::, energy, in such forms as 
the carving of primitive weapons or the patterns w1th which the 
potter or weaver found it easy and amusing to ornament his 
work. Then, when design and colour were felt to have a value 
of their own, that 1b to bay, when the idea of ' works of art' \ftS 

conceived, they were mamly applied to the bervice of religion as 
decoration of the temples of the gods, or the tombs, and fven­
tually the palaces of kings who claimed dIvine rank. This was 
where the old artists of Egypt,l Babylonia and Assyria found 
their scope, and the emotions at which they aimed~awe' and 
wonder-were those peculiarly associated with religion. It often 
happened that beauty of outlme, and truth to nature were attained. 
but these were not consclOtlsly sought after, except indeed in 
Greece, where the god:; were conceived in a more human relativn, 
and the perfection of human forms Ctlme to be the artistic Ideal. 
In this way, I mean in its close a:;sociation with religion, art 
served a definite social purpose: it reinforceJ religion and through 
religion it contributed to the stability of the. State. 

Moreover. the ancient temples with their paintings and sculp-
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rores were the work of schools and guilds rather than of sintIe 
artists; and this seems to be true not merely of the conventional 
art of ancient Egypt, but even of the rapidly developin~ art of 
ancient Greece. Not till the closely-knit city states merged in the 
cosmopolitan empires of Alexander and his successors does art of 
a more individualist character. art of the type which we recognize 
as modern, begin to appear. I think it would be easy to show 
that one and the same process is apparent simultaneously in the 
history of sculpture, of painting or of literature. 

Passing over the chaos of the invasions to the Middle Ages ot 
Christendom, once more we find art the handmrud of religion. It 
is still dedi~ted, not st'cular; it I~ '>tlll corporate, not individual. 
The great Gothic cathedral!> were the work of guIlds: and in close 
connexion with them, are to be foulld the typical products of the 
painter-tile .,tained gla&s winclow, the altar-piece and the illumi· 
nated missal. All these, like the old temple frt'M:oe'> and statues, 
were executed with strict regard to the place and purpose which 
they were meanteto &Crve. J admIt that v.e have wandered far 
away from the ancient conceptIOn ot the arti&t's function when 
• we stick pictures mdiscnminately on nails about the walls of 
hou&Cs '. But let u& be c'lrefu\ how we hastily conclude that the 
change has been all for the worf-e. What hab happened since to 
Wf'stern art is surely but a reflex of what occurred in Webtern life 
and thought. The: battering, vlvlfymg influence of the Renais­
sance and Refonnation &et free Ideas, anrl encouraged adventures 
und~med of before. They mark the beginning of the victory of 
personal judgment. Both \'.ere great lIberations, and both 
b!ougfit rreat gam.... IneVItably there were los&cs too. As we 
hav~ seen, the great art and poetry of the past was rooted in and 
expressed the national hfe. The old Hebrew writers, Homer, the 
Athenian dramati&ts, Dante, even MIlton, were typical of their 
times in a way which it is hard for modern wnters to attain. But 
if art lost Simplicity and hannony it gained Immensely in variety 
and freedom. Painting egained immensely in technique, and 
expanded into' regions Cresar never knew', that is to say, not e 
merely into mythology and history, but into portraiture, narrative. 
landscape and domestic life. It e&caped from the church and 
from guilds, and from being (what Indian art still is) simple, 
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trIldiuOrialand typical, it ~e(X)tnplex; inaiVidualandintept 
on ttuthto nature, or (if you like the word) 'realisue'. But tl) 

can . the best modern art • imitath-e • seems to me to be by far the 
smaller half of the truth. Turner is the greatest of the moderns: 
and he is also the most poetical of painters. I know ot nothing 
in colour that speaks more clearly of the infinite than some of his 
areat works. ' The light that never was on sea or land' is in the 
210ry of his sunsets. Is there no idealism about Rossetti l Holman­
Hunt, Watts and Leighton? Or take the great portrait painters­
Velasquez, Rembrandt, Raeburn, Gainsborough, Reynolds: is 
their art merely , imitative', 'material', ' realistic' ? Is there no 
reason for suggesting that some champions of Indian art before 
calling on us to cast forth the beam from our eye might consider 
the possible presence of a mote within their own? 

But it is time that I came nearer home, and closer to this 
remarkable collection about us. It has been said most truly 
that the way to an appreciation oi Indian art lies in an 
attempt to understand Indian thought and oharacter.· Before 
we can judge the paintings, we need to know how the· Indian 
artist thought about his gods and saints and kings and heroes.­
We need to know something of the mind of India: its capacity 
for spiritual devotion, its love of country and home and kin, its 
self-sacrifice, its patience in adversity, its innate gentleness. In~an 

critics are entirely right in claiming that Indian painting reposes 
on religion and tradition; and in this respect it has a \ clear 
analogy with the Middle Age art of Europe of which I ~have 
spoken. As Dr. Coomaraswami fays: 

'The old M'lghal nobles had the good taste not to Uo the 
walls of their houses with miscellaneous pictures ha_ at all 
angles • . . but to employ the most skilled miniature painters, to 
paint for them pictures of the subjects traditional in northern 
Indian culture, the portraits of kings and saints, the lore of Laili 
and Majnuni, pictures of the chase or of war: and there m:e not 
wanting also Hindu subjects, Uma ser9iug Mahadeva, and many 
~ picture of the Lord of the eternal snows .. himself', and then he 
~oes on to point out how with the production of these portfolio 
pictures there occurred in India that same divorce of paintina' 
from architecture which, as we saw, happened elsewhere. 
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The continuous story of art in India re-begins with theee 
miniature pictures, because after the great Ajunta wall-paintinas 
there occurred (as I understand) an interval of nearly a thousand 
years over which actual remains of paintings are almost entirely 
lacking in India until the middle of the sixteenth century when 
the new output begins. For which reason, though happily some 
tracings of the Ajunta frescoes have also been secured, this 
exhibition is in the main composed of the Mughal and Rajput 
porttolio pictures, together with repre&entative paintings of the 
new revival and a few pamtings in the European manner. 
I am told that never before has so complete a collection been 
assembled, in spite of the fact that many pictures have not 
returned from Wembley aud that lesser exhibitions are also 
bcing held; and I am prom] to think that this has been done in 
Lucknow and under the auspicef> of on'! of my colleagues in the 
Government of this province. In the name of the promoters, 
and also on behalf of the many who will enjoy this exhibition, I 
thank the generotls and public-spirited owners who have consent­
ed to part temporarily with their trea&ures. They have done 
India a real service in opening the eyes of her people to the rich­
ness of her art treasure-house. Here we &hall be able to follow 
for ourselves the pro~es" described by writers of text-books. 
We shall see the effeminate, mannered and conventional element 
of the Indo-Per:"ian giving way to the more virile Mongol influ­
ence, and both combinmg with the iniligenous art of the country 
to ferm the new art which bloomed under Jahangir and Shah­
jahan, with its special excellence in portraiture, itl> intelcst in 
~ter, and its concern with the doings of king" and courtiers. 
Mr~ Vin~nt Smith says that the Mughal gallery of historical 
portraits is such as no other country in the world can show. 
Side by side we have gathered here some delightful specimens of 
the other great school-the Rajput school of painting: Hindu and 
indigenous in origm, owing relatively htUe to outside influence; 
a descendant of the tefllllCra paintings which disappeared from 
sieht after Ajunta: an art rather ot the people than of the court, 
devotional rather t~n secular. r t has been called decadent in 
the sense that it has fallen away from higher levels: • a folk-art 
descended from a more magnificent tradition': and eood judees 
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say that it is curiously unequal in its achievement. Even in late 
times occasional masterpieces are to be recognized; while its 
lowest manifestations may be judged, though perhaps harshly, 
from the cheap German reprints whose ready sale "bows what a 
hold uPOn the mind of the people have the subjects represented. 
Here, too, we may be educated to distinguish the two main 
styles of Rajput painting: the Pahari type with its Vaishnava 
features, the epic of Rama, the life of Krishna, the sympathy of 
animals and inanimate things with love and goodness: paintings 
whose strength lies in thf' expre&sive treatment of emotion in 
movement and gesture. There are excellent examples also of 
the Jaipur schools, which judges have de&eribed as harder and 
less accomplished than the Kangra work, but notable for its 
larger scale, its insistence on &ecnery, its admirable studies ot 
animals, and the grace of individual figures especially of women. 
One Indian writer brings out eloquently the pomt which I ventured 
to suggest already, that much of this Raiput painting has a 
kinship with the pre-Raphaelite Italian&. We find, he says, 
'expressed in both arts the same chIle-like purity of soul, the 
same gentle wonder at the beauty of flower::, and anima!!>, th~ 
same mysterious sweet serenity in the faces of women, the same 
worship of humanity as n symbol of the dIvine. And this is due 
not to borrowing but to similarity of impul&e: for the humtn 
spirit is not &0 conl'>tructed that it can borrow a nobility of 
expres&ion without nobIlity within itself.' 

One characteristic type of Indian painting is that which depicts 
niliIht scenes: jonmeys by night, calpps by night; huntings, lovers' 
meetings, visits to hermits, and e&peciaI1y scenes of dewtion 
by night. Ofthese we have here !:tome beautiful examp\es. 'No 
wonder that in India where night comes gratefully after the heat 
and glare of day, where the contrasts of wlute moonlight and 
dark shadow are so strong, or if the night is moonle&s the stars 
burn like candles in heaven, artists were strongly move-l to 
ex:press the romance and mystery of th& dark. There IS a purity 

~ and serenity and peace about the»t: pictures which the dullest of 
U$ must feel. • 

The stream of Mughal and Rajput painting gradually spent itself 
in the sands of the middle nineteenth century. Some judges blame 
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the cbange of taste induced by a system of education towards 
the West, culminating in schools of art which tried, no doubt in all 
sincerity, to propagate European styles. Hard things have been 
said about the results, and on the whole I believe justly. I am 
nowise concerned to defend the taste or the judgment of forty 
years ago in this, as in vad01JS other matters. What is hopeful 
is that the revolt against it occurred a generation since and has 
continuously been gathering force. The aim of the reformers is 
« not to introduce European methods and ideals but to gather in 
and revitali7..e the proper thread~ of Indian tradition '. Its incep­
tion, as we all know, b associated with the honoured name!> of 
Mr. HavelIJmd Mr. Abanmdra Nath Tagore, the latter of whom has 
not merely painted muc..h hlm~lf hut also been the leader and 
teacher of a small but mcrea~illg ,>chool, whose inspiration and 
technique ha~ been a~ far al> pol>!>lble Indian. Several, I believe, are 
represented here. They have gone back, some to Ajunta, others 
to MughaI or Rajput source~. Their subjects are takE"n primarily 
from Indian hil>t~ry, epIC, rehglOu~ literature and legend; and 
secondanly-and ~ I privately sum1ise, more hopefully-from the 
common life of the people. Some of their qualIties one can 
praise without reservatIOn: indeed they are the qualities of the 
best of their progenitor~-the delIcacy, the grace, the harmony, 
the Tf'l>traint, the economy, the concentration of which I have 
spoken already. Abvut other qualIties I am more he'litant. Are 
they as virile, as decisive, as brave il1 ol1tl111e, as clear in tone? 
Is n"t the colounng sometlmel> tlre~omely subdued? T s the word 
, sentlmentahty , never to be breathed about them? Have they 
entire'ly escaped contagIOn from say modem Pans, or Japan? I 
hoPe I I:ttrul not I:teem c..aptiou~, and yet in all sincerity I cannot 
admire without rebervatlons. In many ways, not all, the new 
movement recalls the courage, the inexperience, the temerity, and 
the occasional over-reac..hmg of the I:to-called pre-Raphaelites in 
England. I suggest that in the new revivalJst movement that is 
bemg nourished in Calculta and Lahore there is great hope but 
not yet assured achielement. 

Well then, gentlemen, what of the future? First, allow me, 
being timid in these matters, to take shelter behind a brave Indian 
critic wholl1 I have already quoted-one who hab gone to leneth8 

167 



~INDIA AR1' EXHIBIT1ON. LUCKNOW 

to which I could bal'dly affQrd tb.Q in condemning the vuJead­
zation of modern India, 'the ptostitution of her art to the tourist 
trade • -a proposition enforced by illustrations whicll might sound 
u.naracious from my lips. In agreement with him I ~ggest to 
you that India also, in spite of her traditional, her instinctive 
clinging to immaterial things, is now in some danger-even she­
of too much affecting a material ideal, an ideal for which, while 
artists keep silence, other combatants-politicians and economists 
-are stridently contending. Thmk of art as a creative force, 
fecund, vitalizing; and set it for a moment beside these other 
things. I do not believe that any Government, certainly any 
foreign Government, can really teach a people administration, 
and still less industry. At the most it can throw opel!l the doors. 
But more than either of these, art must come from within, from 
the consciousness and the emotionb; and being rooted in the 
heart and brain of a people, It is surely of all plants leaRt 
amenable to extraneous cultivation. You must feel bef?re you 
can do. But I believe also that to the full stAture of a nation, 
artistic growth is as essential as political maturity or industrial 
wealth. What is the conclusion? Elsewhere in the world we 
may say that in its hold upon the popular con&ciousness painting 
has nowauays OutrUll a1 chitecture and sculpture and the older 
forms of literature, the epic and the great drama; while it lags 
far behind music, and the newer forms of literature-the novel 
and the magazine, the dail}T newspaper, and the new drama also, 
especially in its latest portentons development, the ciner1'l.ato· 
graph. But nonetheless pictorial art enters into the common 
life of Europe in a way 10 which it does not yet permeate ~ndia. 
Every large city has its gallery and art !ochool; pihures' of 
varying quality are to be found in every house; reproductions 
are numerously cheap and often very good; treatises are 
multitudinous and are read. This most successful, but arduously 
achieved, exhibition is Itself a proof that the paintings of India 
lie hidden away and have to be sought out with toil. This 
tpakes me think that before IndIa can attain.full healthy maturity, 
ber art has to go wider, stronger, further. It has to enlist not 
merely more artists but to find many more devotees-and 
buyers. To 'Play its full part in spreading beauty abroad it must 
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~ beyond the palaces of princes, the galleries of connoisaeurs, 
the state-made schools of art, far abroad by way of municipal halls 
and coll~s and schools, into the homes of the people. For, if 
I judge aright, there are various increments of the body pOlitic, 
which all move and march together in time and step: political 
independence; military sufficiency; industrial prosperity; artistic 
culture: these make the rare and perfect four-leafed shamrock 
that we have to seek; which, once you find it, will change 
magically into a deep-stablished tree, strong to withstand all the 
storms of national existenC'e. 

It is time for me to have done. I praise this exhibition for 
two reasoqs-the weakE'r one, that It will do something to broaden 
and VIvify the sympathies of us comparatively few Englishmen 
and women with your large Itldza: the stronger one, that it 
ought to'do much to offer a new, nch, hopeful vista to Indian 
eyes. Yet, if art is nece"sary to natlOnal w(;:}taIc, if Indian art 
has stagnated and is now bemg, with effort, reVItalized within 
rather narrow l!rruts, then further endeavour is wanted. My 
appeal to the lovers of Imban art would be: take courage: by 
all manner of means be Indian: do not consciously imitate or 
derive: at the same ume be open-minded and tolerant: watch 
movement elsewhere. It may be-I WIll concede it is likely­
that ynur artists may react WIth a purifying and simplifying effect 
upon our diffuse anu dismtegrated pamting in the West: but 
possibly-probably-they also have ::.omething yet to learn and 
to assimilate in their own way. At lea"t do 110t make the 
comfortable mi"take of wrappmg yourselves up in your ov.'D 

vi~. Before now that ha::. proved to be a garment that will 
not wed. Art lives in the hearts of men. The appeal made by 
Indian art is keen and clear, but on your own showing it is 
narrow. I believe that the need i" to broaden its basis and to 
change with changing times. If India is gOlOg to hold her own 
in a competitive and diminishing world, she also must deliberately 
move forward. Is it, o~ is it not true-I at all events believe 
it-that the growth,.the process, the development, the evolution, 
of human hie is from the simple to the complex, from the 
hotn.Qgeneous to the heterogeneous? If it is, then inevitably, 
infallibly, art-the faithful spontaneous ebullition of men's natw:al 
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spare energies-wpt take the same line. We mar reverence the 
virtues of the past: we may desiderate them sincerely and sadly: 
bUt if we have eyes, and courage to use our eyes, let us realize 
that we can never recapture the old virtues when once the life 
which inspired them has gone beyond recall. 

Mr. President, ladies and gentlemen, I thank you for the 
patient attention which you have given to a speaker who all 
along has known that his subject-matter is too lugh for him. I 
now declare this exhibition open. 
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LUCKNO\V 

MR. CHAIRMAN, YOUR HIGHNESS, LADIES AND GENTLE­

l\IEN,-Not without much hesitation have I agt'E'.ed to preside 
over this fourth All-India Music Conference, 
though I greatly appreciate the honour implied in JUIUIU'Y e. 1925 
the invitation. I can claim no knowledge of music in general. 
bti11 less of , Indian music in particular. 1.'0 my great regret, and 
his own also as well a" yours, my esteemed friend, His Highness 
the Nawa~ of Rampur, who was to have been your president, has 
been prevented by urgent private reason" from carrying out his, 
intention. My only excu<>e for deputizing for him is that I have, 
i hope, intere"t in resthetic achievement, not merely in general 
but also as concefn& thi& country. While I utterly disclaim any 
title to speak upon the technicalitie& of the art of music, I am, I 
trust, conscious of the great part which music can play in 
humanizing and enriching the life of a people. 

Your music, I am told, ha" a long unbroken tradition; it has 
bt:en described as running in a continuing stream, impersonal, 
single-purposed, seIt-forgetting. You trace its origin to the 
Vedas; and its main development on lhe theoretic side to the 
worl of Hindu scholars. Yet some of its finest lJmctitioners 
have been Musalmans. The artist whose name is most widely 
knoWh through India wa& 'I'<insen, musician at the court of Akbar, 
to ~hosl memorial shrine 111 Gwalior the musical world of India 
btill pays homage. Rai Rajeshwar Bali ,veIl said yesterday that 
art was good because it was a healer of differences; and the truth 
of his saying is shown by the way in which in thi" world of music, 
any discords of rehgion, race or sed have been drowned in a con­
cord of sweet sounds. 

But, if I mistake ~ot, this ancient and honourable art has in 
these times fallen upon evil days. My colleague l'derred yeater­
day to a feature o£ modem India which disquieted him-the lack 
of interest in resthetics shown by people who have received a 
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ioo4 education and might be e~ed to appreciate and to 
encourage the arts. I gather tlJat his compla.int is as tnte q£ 
music as it is of painting. The practice of music has fallen 
nowadays into the hands of a special class, lacking social status 
or enlightenment, who cannot be expected to realize the potential 
wealth of their inheritance, and have not got it in their power to 
reclaim the art from its less reputable concomitants, to call forth 
an its latent virtues and to seat it again upon a throne of honour. 
You know the story how the court musicians who had just been 
cashiered by the austere Aurangzeb arranged a sham funeral 
procession and set up loud cries of lamentation. The emperor 
asked what the noise was all about, and they told him • Music is 
dead and we are taking her to her grave'. • Then mind you bury 
her deep' was his answer. I can imagine that a cultured lover 
of Indian music may sometimeb feel that Aurangzeb's orders 
have in the sequel been only too effectually obeyed. 

Surely it is sad that so noble an art should not be generally 
honoured and cultivated throughout the land. Of all arts music 
is the primal, the most instinctive and .;pontaneous expressio1'! of 
human emotion. Time and time again in history we read how 
music has brought out the inner soul of a people and encouraged 
them to lofty endeavour: wc think of Tyrtaetls, of the Welsh 
bards, of Highland pipers, of the MarseillaibC. I remember being 
told by an old French tutor, who had served in the Franco-Prus­
sian War, that • God Save the King' (which he detested because 
of its Teutonic origin) always depressed him to the verge of t~ars, 
whereas when the Marseillaise was played the very horses on 
the parade ground started champing their bits and pawin;z the 
earth. Indeed we can hardly speak of music's power ot playing 
on the human heart-its power of arousing, ennobling, cheering, 
comforting, healing and (it must be added) enervating and 
debasing also-without falling into iome well-known quotation 
from the poets. J think hastily of Congreve, Dryde.nl Pope, 
Milton and Twelftk Night; but I sup;:>ress all their sentiments 
,in 'favour of the profundity of meaning in Portia's saying: • 1 am 
~ver merry when I hear sweet music'. 

Elsewhere in the world, and especially on the continent of 
Europe, this capacity of music for developing the finer sensibilities 
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of man is thoroughly appreciated; and the study of the art in aU 
its branches is highly developed and systematized. You find 
schools of music and opera houses in all large centres, concerts 
in every town of any size, an instrument of some kind in almost 
every home. Of late years new ingenious devices have lent their 
artful aid. The mechanical reproductlon of music by means of 
gramophones and broadcasting may offend the purist; but it 
must have done much for the musical education of many who 
without them would have indolently remained in outer darkness. 
There are phases of what paSM!~ for modern mu&ic about which, 
if I spoke at all, I should speak har&hiy. Nonetheless it comes 
near platitude to say thnt a wealth of music widely diffused, 
readily accessible, is an lmmcn!>e ast.et in the mental wealth and 
happmess (.If a people. 

And to particularize, I sugge&t thclt music is the natural 
accomplishment of women all the world over, perhaps because 
their response to emotional &tlmulus 1& finer and readier than that 
of grosser-fibred men. For many of Ul> I am sure, among the 
keenest pleasures of our hves has been libterung to some simple 
bOng or instrumental music 10 our home&. It seemb a tragedy 
that in this country social cu&tom &hould practically have cut off 
women of the better c1a&se& from developing their natural gifts 
for music, and from contnbut1Og to the culture of their home-folk. 

Let me glve you vne more reason why music should be 
treasured. I am told that your Vai&hndvitl" literature is. almost 
a series of lyrical rhapsodies in which the poet mUbician aspires 
to lose himself in the diVlne. But not 10 India alone, but as I 
behne everywhere in the world, ha& music been vitally associ­
ate<! wit.a verse. It seem& to be true that all poetry arose in the 
beginning out of musIc: that the first poet') sang their words to 
the harp or some such ill&trument, and the first choruses sang 
as they danced; from which simple fact we may trace the deriva­
tion of all the essential difference& between poetry and prose. It 
is just because poetry i& bnsed on music-music which persuades 
through emotion, an~ not through reabon-that the laDgUai'e of 
poetry is keyed bigher than that of prose. Because of its associa­
tion with music, poetry must have metre, which is beat; it may 
or may not rhyme, but Its rhythms and harmonies must strike the 
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e8r'more audlOly than tboee of prose; even the order of its words 
will be different; because the~ are the consequences, the modes 
of expression, of the emotional element which muSlC bas left as Q 

lepcy to verse. So long as music is disregarded and Ullhonoured 
in a country, there seems small hope for the future of its 
~uspoetry. 

I know much too little about music to attempt to touch upon 
differences between West and East: and that is why I have 
spoken of its essential values, which must, since all true art strikes 
deep down into the consciousness of men, under any variety of 
inflexion be the same. Let me only say that, ignorant as I am of 
Indian music, I am yet very glad to have had this opPOrtunity of 
StlPporting your courageom, effort~ to resuscitate the art which 
you love. I congratulate you on the &ULCeSS whlCh so satisfactory 
an attendance of musician~ and lovers of music promises to yield. 
I can understand your pnde in your heritage. I can respect your 
desire to see India make her own pecul1ar contributlOn t') the 
CODl1ll0n stock of art and beauty in the world, while remruning 
true to her own genius and ablding by her own honourable 
traditiODS. 
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RAISES OF 'lBR AUGARH DlSTRICT,-In all this province I 
do not think there is any other platform from which it gives me 
erea,ter pleasure to address an audience than this. Febnaary 
Not only do I feel that I am speaking to an 12, 1925 

audience of old friends, but I am speaking also upon matters in 
which I took great interest when I was Collector here, and in a 
building which was erected in my time. I am delighted to hear 
from all q~arters that the Aligarh exhibition has been unusually 
good this year. I confess that last year when I went to Buland­
shahr and saw a very successtul and thriving show there it 
depressed me to think that Aligarh was 110t holding its exhibition. 
But if last year there was a ~mall cloud in the sky it has entirely 
disappeared now, and I beheve that everybody has shown more 
zeal for the fair this year and also enJoyed it more because of its 
temporary suspension last year. I am looking forward with 
much interest to seeing the exhIbition and the shops. I have 
already noted various Improvement~ made bince my time, especi­
ally the handsome gate built a short time ago by that benefactor 
of the district, Nawab Sir Muzammil-ullah Khan, and the two 
wings which have this year been added to the durbar han 
and have so greatly Improved its apjJearance. One of them was 

. gene;ously built by the Nawab Bahadur of TaHLnagar and to 
the cost of the other the Nawab of Pahasu has promised a liberal 
donat~n. I am told there has been a great competition to rent 
the -shop', from whIch I conclude that profits have been good. 
Certainly, when I look back fifteen years and remember how 
almost the entire fair was an erection of bamboo and thatch, and 
when I recall the chsastrous fires which used to occur I think the 
district may justly be proud of the improvement which has been 
achieved since that time.. And this has been due, no doubt, 
largely to the interest taken in t~ fair by a succession of district 
officers, partly to the! talents and the energy of the capable 
secretary, but very lariCly also to the support and enthusiasm 
shown by the gentry of the district. 

175 



CLOSING DURBAR OF ALIGARH FAIR 

I am ~lad to hear the number of horses in the IIhow is so 
1arp and the quality so high. I hope that an Aligarh mare will 
aeain win the Viceroy)s Cup in the Horse Show at Delhi. Now 
1 have merely to tell you again of the pleasure it gives me to 
meet you again on this old familiar itTound, and to ful.d that an 
=stitution which I always believed in and enjoyed is in such a 
Bouris~ condition. 
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MR. CHAIRMAN, MR. FLOWBRS AND GRNTLBMEN,-A GoVer­

nor of a province can have no more honourable funl.'tion to fulfil 
than the inauguration of a memorial to those who Felt 
gave their lives for the right cause in the greatest .,..,.,. 12, 1925 

war in history. And for me to-<1ay's ceremony has this additional 
interest, that the brave men whom this building commemorates 
came from the district which I know best in all the province. 

It did not fall to my lot to call forth the war-effort of the 
AIig-arh district. I was on my way home in 1914 when I heard 
of the murder of the Austrian Archduke which was the spark that 
fired the train, and the little work that I did which had any direct 
relation to the war was done in the intervals of leave in England. 
But I have since my return to the United Provinces read with 
pride the review which Sir Harcourt Butler's Government 
published in 1919 of the contribution which this province made 
to the war in every form, in men, money and in supplies and 
material; and I am delighted to find that in the record Aligarh 
holds so honourable a place. I should indeed have been surprised 
had it been otherwh,c; for this and the neighbouring districts of 
Bulandshahr and Meerut have a tradItional connection with mill-

. tary l;ervice: and the ralses of AUg-arh have always been famous 
for their loyalty and high spirit: and no one could doubt that in 
a natM:>nal emergency, when everyone's help was needed if 
the ~usatof civilization wa1> to be saved, they would come forth 
willingly and generously, as indeed they did. I will not repeat 
the names of all who distingui1>hed them1>elve1> in the good cause. 
The list would be a long one. I will mention only, and no one 
will grudge the selection, three; first, the pre1>ent Commissioner 
of Meerut who, I am glad ~ !>BY, has just received the distinction 
of Companion of the Star of India, for he was your Collector 
when this district made its gTe'.!t effort; secondly, one who 
was a friend of us all, a true lover of the district and of peace, 
a cood citizen. a composer of quarrels, one whom we could 
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m aftotd to lose, the late Mr. R. B. Kadrl: and the thUd. the 
name of a much respected and straight-mindeQ public servant, 
fonnetly my own chief reader, Ml1llihi Sharafat UUah, the quality 
of whose work is well known to me. 

This building which I am to open is the creation of the surplus 
balance of the War League. I think that you have applied the 
money wisely. There could be no more appropriate way of 
commemoratini men who faced pain and death to save others 
:from it, than by doing something to help the ca..tse of physical 
healing, and to fight the disease and suffering which is always in 
our midst. I am glad that in honouring the brave dead we are 
doing something also to benefit the hving who need help. Now 
as a memorial of the great war and those of onr friends who 
perished in it I declare these ward" open; and I hope that they 
may continue to bnng comfort to many for many gene~ations to 
come. 
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MR. VICE-CHANCEr.LOR AND MEMBERS OF THE CoURT 01" 

THE ALIGARH MUSLIM UNIVERSITY,-l thank you from my 
heart for the warmth of your welcome and for F 
the appreciative terms in which you have referred ebruar713, 1925 

to me on this my first visit to the University as Governor 
of this province. I regard It as a hIgh privilege to meet 
to-day the members of the Court, among whom I count 
many old friends who have done yeoman ::.ervice, and to hear 
from them an account of the great seTVlce::. rendered in the past 
to the cau.se of Mu::.alman educatIOn by the Muhammadan 
Anglo.()riental College. The name of ~lr Sruyid Ahmad will 
always be assoCIated with the rCllaI'>sance of IndIan Musa1mans 
after the mutiny. SIr SalY1l1 baw wIth the clear vi-;ion of a 
statesman how ess~nt1al educatlOll wal> to the Muslim case. He 
saw also that 1£ hIS educatwnal endeavour was to be a succeSb j 

Its objects should be clearly defIned and competent and devoted 
men should be found to achIeve them. He hlm::.elf VIsited the 
universitieb of Oxford and Cambndge and realised the part which 
they playE'd 10 the development of hIgher studies in England. His 
Muhammadan Anglo-OrIenta] Collcs.;e wa!. meant to reproduce 
on Inwan bOll, WIth nece'>sary modlfiUltlrJnb, the colle2iate 

. systems of the anCIent :,eat'> of learning in England. With 
l>ingular foreSIght SIr SaIytd chof>e for the first prmcipal of the 
college the late Mr. Theooore Beck. No choice could have been 
happier. • Beck's enthubiasm, btl. devotIOn to the interests of the 
college and hIS deep faIth ill the M u::.alman& of Inwa rapidly made 
the college at Altgarh one of the foremost educatIOnal mstitutions 
in India. Round him were gathered a band of distinguished 
scholars such as Sir Theodore Mon&on, the late SIr Walter 
Raleigh, Sir Thomas Arnf>ld and Mr. Harold Cox. ThIS is an 
inspiring roll of namei. 'rhere l.()uld not have been better men 
to make Western learning attractive to Eastern mindb, and, what 
is even more hnportant, to demonstrate by example how cultured 
Englishmen could render imperishable seTVlce to the ~t 
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"~.~unitYandtoPrepare·it .. to take its'P1'Oper"sbate 
in the~8~nt conditions ofIIlOOem India. There is $l~ysa 
,~~'atnOI1l an ancient people with a great and glorious .Pl\St, 
.1.'l1od ,'$Ucll, are the Musalmans of India, to hark back, to distrust 
t!lep):e&ent 'and to envisage the future with misgiving. The 
. MuhamUladan Anglo-Oriental College was to be the potent nteans 
ofeasting out such doubts and forebodings. It warned the 
!4usa1mans not to go back nor yet to stand still, but to build up 
future greatness on the co-operation of the East and the West 
and through the adjustment of old traditions and beliefs to 
modem conditions. 

This University has very recently received the honour of a 
visit from His Excellency the Viceroy, who addressed you upon 
the recent stresses and perils through which the College and 
University had passed and exhorted you eloquently to fulfil the 
visions of your founder. His Excellency's address has made it 
hard for me to find fresh things to say to you. I know that you 
do not want me to take refuge in the safety of mere piatitudt'.s. 
Platitudes are only a sonorous kind of silence. Weil, let me take 
my text from the classical passage which you have quoted from 
the address to Lord Lytton, in which the origin of the 
Muhammadan Anglo-Oriental College is directly traced to ' causes 
which the history of this country has never witnessed before': in 
which the benefits of British administration are heartily and 
ieDerously acknowledged: and in which adherence to the ideals 
of good government and to the 11rolonged union of India with 
England are specifically set forth as the purposes of the founders. 
There have been times since then when there was a daD2"V that 
the old friendship and mutual understanding between MllsaInlans 
and Englishmen, which Sir Saiyid and his college had done much 
to foster, might wane into suspicion and distrust. That danger, 
I believe, is past: I hope that it is past for ever. 

Let me give you a few reasons for hoping that no English 
Government is likely to £ail in sympatay for Indian Muslims. 1 
trust that I shall not be misunderstood in any quarter, even by 
thot;e gentlemen who will scrutinize my ;ords under a micro­
IiCOPe, in the hope to find wriggling amoD2" them the bacteria of 
pa,rtisanship. The Govemor of a province if he does 11\8 duty is 
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pro-t'lobody and pro-nothi.c& except the welfare of the province. 
He is mterested in the hopes and aspirations of all sections of the 
community without distinction and without fear or favour. Now 
in thi~ over what you and we have in common, I have to 
admit that I cannot find affinities between us (as might be the 
case if I were addressing a different audience in this country) in 
any common ancestry however remote; in any affinity of your 
sacred language with the ancient languages of the West; in the 
similarity of thought which consanguinity of language may 
encourage; or in the practical identtty to this day of some of our 
commonest words of everyday usage. With you I must seek 
affinities quite dlfferent. Your sacred language, Arabic, splendid 
and scienti4c instrument that it is, is very remote in genius and 
structure from any speech ()f Europe. For Englishmen to come 
to any real knowledge of it means not merely hard work, but a 
sort of mental gymnastic too. But, ~uni1ered as we are, we have 
some deep-seated points of contact. The Muslim civilization lies 
geographically ne!rer to u~ than many of the old civilizations of 
Asia. Muslim captain" and armies have fought their way far 
into Europe in the pa&t. Mu&hm buIlders have left monuments 
which still command admiration. Saracen culture, as we an 
know, was a stimulating mfluence m the renaissance of thoUiht 
in Europe. Some of our cape& and nvers bear Muslim names. 
An ed£e of Europe is Mu,>lim to thIS day. And as a young man 
from Europe for the first tIme approaches Asia he does so 
through a Muslim antechamber. His first impression of the 
Orient is derived from Egypt, that old seat vf Muslim rule, 
Muslilm in its names, its language, its mosque& and largely in ita 
POPulat~n. For geographical rea&ans alone ten Englibh children 
read at school of Salah-ud-dm and Harun-al-Raschid or the 
stories of the Alii Latla for everyone who reads of the other 
heroes or the other great epIcs or romances of Asia. 

Then there is tl)e sympathy engendered by historical memories. 
Your people came into tllis vast country in small numbers. and 
erected an emprre .• It culminated in the great administrative 
system of the Mughals and a fiowering of artistic culture which 
took in no little of the spirit of its new Indian homE'; and then, U 

as if bowed by years and infirm1ties, it crumbled, and there was no 
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peace nor order in the land tilt another external power entsn5d 
into its iDheritance. You know Wordsworth's sonnet on Venice 
-' Once she did hold the gorgeoU$ East in fee.' The sentitnent 
with which that poem ends is deep in the hearts of men. Instinc­
tively as we gaze on great ruins-Athens, Stonehenge, Karnak, 
Palmyra, Persepolis, Sanchi-we wish vainly that we could see 
them in their glory; the forums crowded, the courts and temples 
throbbing with life. With the same feelings one reads of the fall 
of empires, and sympathizes with nations and communities which 
have suffered eclipse, and encountered a fate which, for all we 
know, may, in the inscrutable purpose of Providence, yet await 
some which hold their heads high to-day. 

There remains, of course, a &tronger bond than any I have 
mentioned. There is the fact that your religion and ours are both 
derived from the same portion of Asia; that we both hOid in 'Ugh 
reverence a written embodiment of our belief and our moral code; 
and that Islam recognize& many of the leader& of religious effort 
whom Christian children are also taught tl) horftmr. So it comeo; 
about that a few of our most familiar and beautltul namefl--DaVld, 
Mary-are also yours. 

I believe that the Mu&lim feelings of alarm and suspicion 
against European Power&, which have been rising since the Tripoli­
tan war, have been allayed by sub,equent event&; particularly b~' 
the open efforts of Lord Chelmsford and Lord Reading and of the 
late Mr. Montagu to mitigate source& of difference and to ensure 
that re~d was paid to Indian M ufolim teelings in the dealings of 
th~ great Powers. And onc..'C that it is foO, once we get back to 
normal conditions, I put it to you that in these factors of veed. 
aeography and history are &trong tie!> whIch ought to su~ain the 
abiding good relations bet,,-een the Muslims of India and the 
people of England, which Sir Saiyid Ahm .. d and his friends 
deliberately aimed at fostering. 

There have been many signs of late that the Muslim community 
are taking serious stock of their positil'n. The wave of forei2n 
politics. on which they have for some time hren borne, has broken 
aad spent its force. There is a lull, and men are asking themselves 
what course to steer. It would be presumptuous and foolish for 
any outsider to offer them counsel. But we may look on with 
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intereSt and Synlpathy and try to put ourselves in their position. 
To the onlooker the choice seems to lie somewhere between two 
courses. The Musalmans of India are Indians and they are 
Muslims also. I have heard some men give preference to the one 
attribute, Rnd some to the other. Is there or is there not any real 
divergence of interests between citizenship in the Indian common­
wealth, and membership of an extra-national religious community? 
That is entirely a question for the Muslims of India to decide. If 
there is such divergence and a choice must be made, then they will 
surely ask themselves, Which capacity offers the Muslims of 
India the happier, safer, richer future? If there is no such ulti­
mate divergence, it still seems necessary to consider how the 
community can best be stayed together against the intermittent 
stresses, v¢ic.lJ nevertheless must occasionally threaten its cohesion. 
To an onlooker these seem to Le the great questions to which 
the best Muslim thought of the country bhould be devoted; for 
their solution will immenf>ely affect the Mushm future. 

It is because 1 hope and believe that Aligarh will playa Iarie 
part in shaping Muslim destmie<; that I have deliberately travelled 
rather beyond the conventional hnes of an academic address. 
Aligarh, when first I heard of it, might be described as the spear­
head of the Muslim reform mo,rement, polished, sharp, well­
tempered. When T came to the United Provinces, Aligarh boys 
were almost recognizable at sight: they had a certain alertness 
and vigour, a ruscivline and courtliness that marked them out. 
Whenever there was a job of real work to be done, as on plague 
or famine, they were in real demand. A defimtt: type had been 
ev~h'ed under the play of certain forces; the whole problem of 
product1on was in some ways easier than now. Compared with 
your present numbers, the Aligarh of those days was a small 
place. It drew its students from a narrower social stratum. Its 
pioneering character attracted teachers of remarkable chann 
and personality. There was time for more concentration on the 
individual, and for moTet personal contact between pupils and 
teachers than is poSlible in the strehS and pressure of a goreat 
university. 

We all have to change with challlting times. What is best for' 
one ate mar not suffice for another. The Muslims of IDCUa 
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fODDd - no doubt they found rl~btly - that it was no loncer 
ponible to meet the needs of the occasion by reliance on a CQrPs 

d'ilite of picked products. The doors of ~ber education must 
be thrown wider open; and a chanc<." offered to all deserving boys 
~ youths, however distant and however poor. That was a fine 
democratic aim; and it evoked a fine effort. The whole com­
munity responded; the rich gave of their wealth, the poor of 
their hwnble means; and the result was that in 1919 the hopes 
expressed in the address to Lord Lytton forty-two years before 
were fulfilled and your efforts were rewarded by the passing of 
the Muslim University Act. I am glad to remember that it fell to 
me to serve upon the Select Committee of the Indian Legislative 
Council which considered that Bill. 

So it has come to pass that Aligarh is the beat of 9I'e of the 
four universities of the province, and draws its alumni from all 
over and beyond India. You have over 800 undergraduates on 
your rolls and over 1,100 students in the intermediate college and 
school. You are entitled to dwell with pride oft the large &hare 
which you are taking in the provincial educatlOn; but, over and 
above all that, this Muslim University represents the most 
viiorous, the most advanced effort of enlightened M usltm opinion, 
and with its success are bound up the brightcst hopes of a great 
community. 

How heavy, then, is the burden which rest!> on those respon­
sible fOf its administration. I need not assure you, Mr. Vice­
Chancellor and gentlemen, with what deep interest the Govern­
ment will always watch your labours. There are, we all know, 
some inherent dangers which, not here 111 Aligarh alone bolt in 
all universities, attend the effort, the praIseworthy, detc!rmin~, 
necessary effort, to expand rapIdly the bphere of higher education. 
There is the recurnng problem of men and of money. Educa­
tion has a way of growin2' by what it feeds on, and still asking for 
more; your long list of needs i& proof of it. Above all, there is 
the unsleepin2' problem of sustaining f quality while providing 
Quantity. As Chancellor of the Allahabad apd Lucknow Univer­
Sities, I cannot help knowing c::nough of my Vice-Cbancellors' 
.uudeties, to infer that you in Ali2&"h may have yours as well. 
Happily. it is easy for even a layman to know when a university 
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is in health or otherwise by certain infallible sians. tfarm.ony 
and concord in the man.aaing body; a clear division of lalx>ur 
between head and hand, I mean between the deliberating bodies 
and the executive officials; a secure and contented staff; discip.­
line left to the executive, and not so much enforced upon the 
students as accepted by them as a necessary condition of healthy 
work; and a finn maintenance of academic ideals as re&rards 
qualifications for admission, standmds for passes, and provision 
for research-given these conditIOns, you have nothing to fear. 
Success is certain, and all the bles&ings that success means to the 
Muslim community are certain too. Everyone who knows 
Aligarh admires it for two main things: the example and 
character of its founder, and the way In which since his time 
many heaQs and hands have devotedly contributed to the good 
cause which he led. Gentlemen, much has been done, but much 
remains to do. You may well be proud to look upon these fine 
buildings, range after range; and the SIght may well enco~ 
your resolve to \:omplete them. It IS natural for you to ask 
Government to help you, and we bhall anxiously consIder your 
request. I acknowledge the daimb, eloquently urged in your 
address, which thiS seat of learnmg has upon the attention of 
Government by reason of ItS pIOneer and exemplar character. 
But no one knows so painfully well as Government its incapacity 
to rec;pond to all the callb upon It. If ProVIdence would only treat 
Government as well a& Government treats borne aided institu­
tions-that is to say, If It would glVe us an extra rupee for every 
rupee of revenue which we raIse-then (even in tht: ab<lence of the 
FInal ce Committee and the Leglblabve Council) I could sEdely 

• • x;.romlse not only the MuslIm Uruversity, but all sorts of other 
deserving causes, that they bhould have a golden time. Moreover 
(though I apologise for reIteratIng somethmg that I have often said 
already), you will remember that the powerb of a Governor to-day 
10 relation to any question of expendIture are very different from 
those of a Lieutenant-Gofernor 10 the old days. There are the 
Finance Committee apd the Leavslnbve Council to be considered 
and convinced. In any event, however, the bulk of the burden 
must inevitably fall on you. There ib no other policy for people 
who have leeway to make up but combination and continued 
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endeavour. h is hard, but it is ennobling. ' The prize is.a great 
~ne, and the hope is high.t TIle effort alone is worth much; 
thoee who make it are the better fCl't having done so. 

With deep pleasure I have hea:d the names of your past and 
present benefactors; I hope that their example may inspire 
~ther8: and for evidence of the earnestness of my inten:ions my 
Private Secretary will send your Treasurer the sum of Rs. 500 
in memory of this occasion. I wish you, Mr. Vice-Chancellor, 
gentlemen and students, all imaginable success; and that I say in 
all sincerity, speaking as one who has known Aligarh closely for 
some fifteen years and admired the grov.1.h and expansion which 
has oct-urred in that time j one who can honestly claim to be a well­
wisher of your people and your univerbity-and finally as one who 
has seen many other heads of the provin('.e standing in ~his place, 
and certainly never dreamed of haVlIlg the honour of occupying 
it conferred on himself also. 

Whether as a personal friend and !.ympathIzer, or whether 'is 
Governor of this province-and I am pro'ld of either position­
let me give you this concluding me!>8agf', and with this preface 

ZI-d!l khezad, ba-<hl rezad. 

I believe inten!>ely that the need of the moment in India i!> the 
growth of the spirit of toleration. I bell eve abo that the begin­
ning of toleration is sound learning. Prejudice, narrow views, 
selfish intolerance are weeds that flourish in no depth of soil. 
But the richer crop demand:, the deeper cultivation. The more 
cultured a man is the more he realize!. that there are other points 
of view beside his own, and the more eame!.tly he 'tries to under­
stand them. If h.gher (,."<lucation were ever to become. a \raet­
stone of communal or religIOUS dIfferences, it would be false to 
its real self, and no longer <.1e!.erve our confidence and regard. 
I would have your graduates go out to the world none the less 
good Muslims, because they are also missionaries of religious 
and intellectual tolerance, servants of the true freedom which 
respects the rights of others and makes· men to pray abvut her: 

That her fair form may stautl and lnine 
Make bright our days and light our dreams. 

Turning to scorn with lips dhine 
The falsehood of extremes. 
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RECOGNITION DA V, CHRISTIAN 
COLLEGE, LUCKNOW 

DR. CHITAMBAR, AND MEMBERS OF THE STAFF AND STUDENTS 
OF THE LUCKNOW CHRISTIAN COLLEGE,-I told you, Mr. Princi­
pal, when you were good enough to invite me to February 23, 1_ 
be present to-day, that you must not expect a 
set speech. I have delivered too many addresses lately on 
educational or quasi-educational topics to have anything very 
fresh left in me to produce. But one or two things I must say. 
No one can be Governor of an Indian province long without rea1:iz.. 
iog the i111plense influence that higher education is going to have in 
moulding India's future. The need for expanding and improving 
our university and collegiate educatIOn i" being more and more 
understood every day by all classes and communities. I admire 
the vast amount d'f voluntary effort which is being dedicated to 
the task. Now, prominent among the qualities which gives virtue 
to university education is the quality of universality. In the true 
university all kinds of culture should meet and mingle, and 
stimulate each other. To my mind, therefore, it is all to the 
good that a college like yours, bearing a perfectly definite impres­
sion, the impression of American Methodism, &hould have become 
an integral part of our composlte university centre here in 
Lucknow. You have a distincttve contrihlltibn to make to the 
university and collegiate life of this place-a contribution drawn 
from ihe colleges and churches and homes of the United States of 
A~erid The life and thought of America is something different 
from that of the rest of the world. I will not attempt to analyze 
the forces-natural, physical, historical-which have shaped it ; but 
we all recognize it as in some ways younger, fre.'iher, more alert 
and more adventurous than that of many of the older nations. 
Of all countries America, fjerhaps, has her eyes most firmly fixed 
upon the future and is.more confident than most about the future. 
I think that the contact of C1tlture derived from American 
sources with the ancient cultures and civilizations of Asia must 
be stimulat:i.ne and iruetHyin&'. 
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However tbia be, it is my duty as Governor to acknowledge 
~y the great service which your people have done for 
the education of the inhabltants of this province; the generosity 
with which your home benefactors have supplied fnnds for 
this high enterprise; the devoted personal service which the 
members of the staff here have given to the cause: and the 
fine spirit which animate!> your college and schools. 

* * * * * 

188 



BALIKA VIDYALAYA. CAWNPORE 

GBNTLEMEN OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEBS OF THE BALDtA 

VIDYALAYA, LADIES AND GXNTLEMRN,-

* * * * * 
Of the importance of female education to the future of India 

many people before me have spoken, and I myself have spoken 
before now. I will only say this, that education March _ 
as we meet it in schools and colleges is after all 9, I 

only a part-indeed, only the preliminary part-of education in 
real life. So long as intelligence per&i:>ts, the process of education 
continues through hfe; in the courts, in the markets, in business 
dealings and in private friendshIps, and perhaps most of all in 
our owt;!. houses and homes. Herein lies the Importance of 
educating the fut~re wives of India. A cultured wif~ doubles 
the interf."sts of life for her husband because he sees events and 
opinions reflected in her mmd also; he benefits by contact with 
her brains and knowledge and intelltgence, a:> she by his. And 
if that is so, must it not al:>o be the cahe that with a wholly un· 
lettered wife a man who ha:> him:>elf enjoyed a college education 
i:> in some danger of feelmg hi:> culture atrophy? That is why it 
is vitally Important for all who WIsh to :>ee India intellectually 
and culturally sound to press on with the eduration of its girls as 
well as boys. We all know the dlfficulttes in the way; I will 
not pause to enumerate them; but m the end courage and 

• • perseverance will surely overcome them. 
Gentlemen, you have told me of your needs and hopes. You 

probably lulow preCIsely what I :>hall :>ay m reply. We have 
done something substantial for you already. If we can do more 
we shall be glad to do it. I have no doubt that my educational 
advisers are thoroughly interested in the welfare of so promisin& 
an enterprise as YOU!li. You may feel perfectly sure that when 
you address us-whether about financial help or about new ~ 
for expansion-you will be addressing a sympathetic audience, 
willing to help if we can. And having said that, obviously I must 
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sat lK> more, unless indeed I advise you to pray this year lor a 
eQOd tnoDSOOn and abundant revenues and freedom from calatni· 
ties. physical or otherwise: in fact. fot an the conditions which 
make it easier, or at all events le~ difficult, for a Government 
.to Kive. 
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HAKIM SABlB, AND GENTLEMEN OF THE MANAGING COM­

MITTRR,-

* * * * * 
It is not easy for anyone who has been brought up on the 

traditions of one kind of medicine to do full jU!,tice to another 
kind which is strange to hIm and of which he has 
made no study. But I know that Unani medicine March 13, 1925 

has had a: long history, a wlde:>preatl practice behind it and 
honoured names on Its roll. It 1:> obvious, too, from the larfirC 
number of patients WhICh have sought and found relief in your 
hospital, that it mmisters to a real need. It is highly creditable 
to the founder and to hi:> two :>ont> that this humane and beneficent 
enterprise should" have been earned so far mrunly on their 
individual efforts. I have been much Impressed by what I have 
seen in my brief inspection I have seen eVloence of method, 
thoroughne&s, science and enthuMabm. I am alcro glad to know 
that you are by no means merely carrymg on along the hme-worn 
lines. You are &eekmg to Improve the system, to find out up-to­
date method", and to Impart a knowledge of anatomy. and other 
sciences. I belie, e this polley to be thoroughly sound. Medicine. 
whether of the East or West, i:> a form of a hllman knowledge; 
and knowledge, being a non-matenal, organic thing, if It is tn live 
at iH~ ~ust grow. Your idea of fo:>tenng the good relations 
between hakims and doctors, WhICh have been so friendly since 
the beginmngs of this college, so that through an exchan(le of 
ideas each may tlllder:.tand the other better, is also welcome. 

* * * * 
Like all healthy and txpandmg institutions, you need more 

money and more space. I understand that the latter que&tion is 
even now before the 6overnment, but as it has not reached me I 
can say nothing definite about it. But. following the example of 
Sir Harcourt Butler, I will make a small donation to your funds; 
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$1d I commend your appeal for money to aU Uberally-minded 
peOple. 

1 wiab aU suocess to those students who have completed their 
term of tuition here. and I hope that their skilful serviceR may be 
of vast benefit and blessin&' to many thousands of patients, and 
win as much respect and confidence as it is evident that ~y of 
their predecessors have done. 
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LUCKNOW 

MR. PRESIDENT AN)) GRNTLEMRN,-I thank you cordially for 
havin~ bidden me here to-<iay to perform the openi~ ceremony 
of the Ganga Prasad Varma Memorial. It is March 
truly a sound instinct that bids us honour 14, 1_ 

distinguished men who have left us, men who have served the 
public interest honourably and devotedly, by instituting BOrne 
permanent and tangIble memonal for their name; and if we can 
do so in a form whIch we belIeve would have been acceptable to 
him whom' we seek to honour, nur satisfactlon in the task is 
doubled. Such double &atlsfactlOn, as you have made clear, is 
OUTS to-day. You could not have chosen a more appropriate 
form in Which to .on<;erve the memory of Rai Bahadur Munshi 
Ganga Prasad Varma than lfl constltutmg thIS beautiful and useful 
additIon to the publIc buildmgl> and to the amenitles of the city 
which he loved well. 

Unfortunately, I cannot speak to you a& one who had the 
~dvantage of knowing Mnnshl Ganga Prasad pen,onally. My 
(-,onnexion WIth Lucknow began only after hIS death. But no 
one, howeveI dx!>tant from thl& City, who took any interel>t in the 
development of the publIc hfe vf thl' provlllce, could fail to hear 
of or to adrrure hll> actJvitle&; and many of m:y fnpnds, wbo have 
smce done much to acqualllt me WIth the progress and mlprnve· 
mellt of ibis great CIty, have made me rt'ah7..t' to how large an extent 
he was the pioneer of It." modern a(h·anc-oement. He was, as you 
say, transparently SIncere and gIfted WIth rare common&en&e. 
He had the VIsIOn to see that the Lu< .. know of the future mUbt 

have its wide roaal> and open place!o>. What is more, he carried 
the public with hirr.; &0 that slum", \\ hIch were a dark feature in 
the city, dxsappeared a~d order and beCmlme.,,/> MK'Ceeded. 
Cha~es in an urbatf area alway" excIte opposItIon trom the 
v~ted interests wblch they are bound to encounter. But I 
believe it is true to say that Munshl Ganga Pmsad Varma, as 
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senior Vice-chairman of the Lucknow Municipal Board, carried 
through the great improvements which he effected (particularly 
the Aminabad and Aminuddaula parks) with the minimum of 
friction and the maximum of patie1'1t and tactful t.'OOciliation. 
For we must remember that the work was done with very 
limited powers of compulsion. There was in those days no 
Town Improvement Act. Rai Bahadur Ganga Prasad had to 
educate and persuade. Strongly imbued with the civic spirit 
himself, he had also the mrer faculty of inspiring his fellow­
townsmen with it. For these achievements Lueknow owes him 
a great debt. 

You have spoken also of his political career. I have always 
heard of him as a frank and honest public man, a man whose 
criticisms were never tinged with bitterness and often tempered 
by the frank recognition of what was good in the existing system. 
Firm in pursuing his views and yet not obstinate, he (Xluld 
appreciate the other side of an argument \\ ithout being overborne 
by the diffic-ulty of taking a decisio:1. He WllS i public man d a 
character whom we can ill "pare to-<lay; '1 man of whom not only 
the city of Lucknow but the province al ... o may be JUf>tly prOUt!. 
and whom we do right to hor.our. Af> was wntten of rum at tht' 
time of his lamented death, 'm a word, there was nothing that 
was good of which he was not an active and a f>elf-sacrificing 
supporter; there was no good l.au!>e which does not !>uffer 
greatly by his pas&ing away'. He ,>uffered per&()J1al and family 
bereavements, but never allowed them to interrupt his public 
work, and by common eOJlf>Cnt he wa', a deeply &piritual man, 
informed and uplifted by a truly rehgiow:; spirit. Indeed, his 
piety ar.d the ob!igations ot Hindu family life are attest~ lty.the 
dkaramskala close hy, whIch you have mentioned. 

* * ~ * * 
1 think you arc wise 111 maklllg the ideal of study the 

keynote of your new library. The amount of constructiv'e work 
to be done in thb. country i~ enormouf>, and it is right that there 
&hould be available, to thof>e who arc ~aJled up0n to attempt it, a 
large, well-found library consistill~ largely ~f hi~torica1, economic, 
scientific and political literature, cmbodyin~ the experience of 
the pmctical workers and thinkers of previou~ ages, on which the 

194 



GANGA PRASAD VARMA MEMORIAL, LUCKNOW 

workers of to-day and of the future may draw for enlightenment 
and inspiration. I trust that the Ganga Prasad Varma Memorial 
Hall and Library will serve this high purpose for many days to 
come. and I now have great pleasure in declaring it open. 



BABY WEEK EXHIBITION, NAJIBABAD 

GENTLEMEN OF THE DUFFERIN COMMITTEE,-l thank you 
for welcoming me here and for giving me the privilege (If opening 

March 925 your baby week exhibition. 
16, 1 Your address reveals some of the difficulties 

which Dufferin work has encountered in Bijnor. 1 am a little 
surprised to find that so important a form of public serVl(:e should 
not have enlisted more strongly the sympathies of your district 
board. There may be factors at work of which I have no know­
ledge. I do know, of course, that local bodies have their own 
troubles, and that the problem of finding money for al! that needs 
to be done is always with them. I know albo that it is very 
difficult to balance the claims of one kind of service agr.inst 
another; and yet, when we remember the immense importance 
to the people of this or any di&trict of p"ovidfng skilled medtt-al 
attendance for its wives and mothers, espeL'ially in connexion with 
child-bearing, it seems doubtful whether thc board are really W1st' 

in leaving the initiative in this mattcr so largely to a few private 
philanthropists. I am indined to &ay that If it became, for 
example, a question of di\'crting money from the memesl relief 
of men to that ot women, that there arc slJund rea&ons for such 
uivcrsion. Private practitioner& are becommg avrulable 111 increas­
ing numbers for the treatment of men, but tIns IS not the t'ase with 
women. Women in tim .. country are not yet in a position to 
plead their own c,use ettecbvely whether as reganIs educa~n or 
medical relief; anu mcanume a minonty of far-l>ighted. ~cnerous­
minded men must do it for them. All the more credit to those 
gentlemen named III your addre&& who have ::.houldered the burden 
in this district. I applaud their public spirit and 1 am very glad 
to hear ot the measure of success attamed. 

It is l:ertainly encouraging that two,of your municipalities are 
active along the lines descnbed. I hope !fat others ,,,,ill follow 
their lead. I hope that your itleal of having a lady doctor in each 
tahsil and trained dais in every municipal and town area will ere 
lon~ be attained. Here comes in the value of the baby week 
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movement, which I am heartily itlad that you have adopted. I 
need hardly enlarge on the importance of this work. In India 
at the present time over a quarter, sometimes nearly one-third •• 
of the babies born perish within the year. In some towns the 
figure is as high as one-half. That is a temole indictment of 
social sanitary conditions, when we see from actual statistics that 
in healthier circumstances thrP.e out of four of those dead 
children would be saved. In England forty years ~o the ratio of 
deaths was one in six; but in less than a generation that ratio has 
been halved. There is urgent need for a campaign of enlighten­
ment: to teach the mischiefs of early marri~e and of bad food 
and housing, the need for care during pregnancy, for skilled treat­
ment at delivery, and flVuidance of the terrible mistakes which 
ignorance, .superstition or custom engender. Surely it is not 
necessary to argue the value of fJhYSlcal health as a factor in 
national life. Education can do much: industry and art and 
science, every form of national development, are valuable in their 
place; but man rbust hve before he can function, and all these 
other a(.tiVlties depend for any measure of success upon the 
measure of our victory in thil> initial battle. 

I believe that this movement b, on all counts, a praiseworthy 
one, and that it has come to stay. In some of the large centres 
of thIS province-notably Allahabad and Bareilly-a most 
promising heginning hal> been made. I hope that you will set 
up a welfare centre i>omewhere in thIS district, where a trained 
health visitor wllj be available to instruct mothers on the proper 
precautions, both before anll at (.hild·hlrth, and the plOPPf care of 
the ~by when born. Such a centre, with Its facilities for watch­
in~ gr8wth, advismg about food, detecting the beginnings of 
illness, and providing the tendance which an uneducated mother 
in a poor home cannot give, will be of incalculable value to the 
well-being of the next generation. 

* * * * 
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CORONATION HINDU SCHOOL, 
MORADABAD 

GENTLEMEN OF THE HINDU EDUCATION SOCIETY, MORADA­

BAD,-

* * * * ~ 
There never was a time when the desire for educaticn in this 

province was stronger, or the effort to promote it more widespread; 

M ch 
and it is no mean achievement to have provided 

ar 23, 1925 h f . . d h h f· . t e means 0 mstructlOn, an t e <.. ance 0 nsmg 
in the world for another 250 or 300 boYh of a big dty like this. 
I am sure that you are wise in associating religious with secular 
in!:ltruction, and in aiming at the {onl1:ltion 01 character as much as 
the production of scholars. Rut I need not remind you that it is 

• by no means sufficient to build and to eqUJP a school. The more 
difficult task-because it is a task demanding not vigorous anel 
dramatic effort, but quiet continuous vigilance-is to maintain a 
school in a condition of health and effidencv. I have been look­
ing through recent inspection reports on the work of this school. 
Many of the criticisms related to deficiellcles inseparable from 
your old building 011 the former &ite ; and these are 1l0W happily 
removed. The inspector also dwells 011 the importance ot 
improving the salaries of the staff so :l& to attract and retain trained 
mell. I am sure that hih advice i~ sOUlld. The teacherh in an 
aided high school ought to be in n pOf>itioll to give teei" ,ull 
energies to the work ot the schOOl, without being uuder the 
necessity of supplementing their income hy private tuition. And, 
if I may here repeat what I have &aid ebewhere, it is my convic­
tion that you will be wise Ilot to leave the teaching of the lower 
classes entirely to the lesser trained and less highly paid sttll'I. 
Well begun is half done. The work in Classes III and IV is the 
roundation of all that follows, and you woult! be wise to put some 
.)f your best men on to it. I note with pleasure that the inspe<:tor 
2,ives full credit to the headmaster and his staff for having done 
their best in the past under considerable disadvantages. While 

198 



CORONATION HINDU SCHOOL, MORADABAD 

he would like to see more nnagination and less standa.rdiz£ltion of 
ideas, he gives the tuitional staff full L-redit for one solid virtue-a 
virtue which is perhaps the basis of all other virtues in teaching­
the virtue of thoroughness. He writes, 'This is one of the few 
schools that insists on homework being properly done'. He 
notes that written work was neat and duly corrected and that 
teachers' critic1sms had been attended to. That is batisfactory 
evidence of application and thoroughnes<i, upon which I congratu­
late the staff. If they have attamed it under th,. old depressing 
condittons in which they worked, there if> every hope that they 
may succeed still further now. 

* * * * 
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PROROGATION OF THE UNITED PRO­
VINCES LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL, 

LUCKNOW 

MR. PRESIDENT AND GENTLEMEN OF THE LEG1SLATIVE 

CoUNCIL OF THE UNITED PROVINCES OF AGRA AND OUDB,-

A"":I ... I have come here to congratulate you all upon 
............ 1925 h .. f h'l . t e tenmnation 0 anot er t01 some sesslOn; to 

thank you for the public work which you have accomplished; 
and to wish you God-speed until you re-assemble. Your work in 
this chamber is done under adverse conditions Qf climate, 
acoustics, and ventilation. Meanwhile I watch with interest your 
future and more dignified habitation arising day by day. I have 
indeed been engaged thib morning in tnbpecting the progress Qf 
the works, and I hope that if I am still here t~o years hence I 
may have the great satisfaction of installing you formally in the 
new chamber. 

I am grateful to the Legislative Counc:il for reposing such 
confidence in my Government, Members and Ministers, ab to 
furnish them with the financ:ial resources necessary to conduct 
the administration during the current year. It is a matter of great 
satisfaction to us, as to you, that a portion at least of the heavy 
burden which has hitherto lain upon the province, in the form of 
the financial contribution to the Government of India, has at last 
been taken away. 

In addition to the important financial work of the ses~on, the 
Council has passed one measure of much moment, the Oudh 
Courts Bill. I am very pleased to think that a project which 
has been so near the hearts of the people of this part of the 
province for a long time has come to completion; and I heartily 
conil'Rtulate my honourable collcagye, the Raja Sahib of 
Mahmudabad (who is unfortunately indjspo~ed to-day), on seeing 
;us hopes fulfilled during his fifth year of office. 

The fact that another notable figure also is not in his seat 
to-day, but indeed already some hundreds of miles off on his way 
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to England for a weD-eamed rest, makes it easier for me to bear 
testimony to his invaluable services than if he were here. I am 
sure there is no member of this Council who has not admired the 
(:onsununate skill, the unfailing tact and good temper, with which 
Mr. O'Donnell bas discharged the heavy duties falling upon him 
in this legislature. 

This is probably the last ol,;casion on which I shall find myself 
occupying this dais in juxtaposition to your present President. 
After to-day he will, I understand, appear befure you only to 
make his parting bow, amI to induct his successor. That will be 
the occasion for the Council itself to signify its own appreciation 
of his work. But, speaking on behalf of the Govemment, I am 
anxious to make our ackuowledgments now. It is not too much 
to say that. if during the past four yean, the Legislative Council 
of the United Provinces has won a high place among the pro­
vincial legi&latures of India for dignity. sobriety and businesslike 
methods (as indeed I am confident that it has), the ~redit there­
for is, in a large-measure, due to Mr. Keane. He has guided 
your proceedings not merely with impartiality (for that quality 
is too fundamental to call for <;pecial praise), but with great skill 
and understanding; also he halt known how to maintain authority, 
without ever failing in patience or perception. Many members 
of the Council may momentarily have endured correction at his 
hands; but I am sure that none of them have felt aggneved at it. 
In this complex constltution under ",hieh we live, Government 
and legislature are required, within certaiu definite limits, to work 
together for the good of the people of the province. Those 
limil .. have not yet been breached in the United Provinces; they 
ha~e, ~believe, not even chafed too grievously either of the 
co-operating parties. Among the various factors which have 
contributed to that fortunate result I give a high place to the 
quiet, tactful, unremltting efforts of your Pre&ident during the 
past four years, to promote the dignity and to develop the 
parliamentary aptitude of jhis legiblature; and, in the name of the 
Government, I tende; him my wannest thanks and congratula­
tions. And, gentlemen, when tt.(' time comes for you to elect 
Mr. Keane's successor, I beg you to bear in nund the gravity of 
the matter, and, regardless of party or persona] preferences. to 
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select for tbe high office of occupying the President's chair the 
man who in your conviction is most capable of sust:aining and 
developing the traditions of order, reason and courtesy which 
Mr. Keane has so successfully inaUt.-.urated here. 

I will conclude even as I did last year. May this new 
financial year be one of continued peace and prosperity to this 
province which we all serve. Now, gentlemen, on behalf of 
Government, I thank you for your public labours and I declare 
that this Council is prorogued with effect from the close of 
to-day's session until such date as will, in due c)urse, be 
announced. 
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MEMORIAL AT NAINI TAL TO MEMBERS 
OF THE INDIAN CIVIL SERVICE 

KILLED IN THE \VAR 

11- is to me a high honour to have been 'lsked, by those respon­
sible for it, to unveil a memorial tablet in this church to three 
crvilian soldiers who gave their liveb in the war. 

JUDe7,1925 
I do not think it necessary for me to speak 

more than a word or two. E\'ery man who has not soldiered 
himself feels, I hope, tOt, humble to have any wish to be voluble 
in speakin~ of those who fell. Moreover, the thoughts that come 
most readily to the mind have already been expressed so 
excellently in the fine hymn, which hao;; )Ubt heen sung, that I am 
reluctant to mar the effect of itb moving lines by any imperfect 
tribute of my owtf. 

This office of rendering rei.pect to fallen soldiers has ere now 
called forth llnperishable sayingb from the great poets of all ageb. 
Let me quote one verse from what Ib perhaps the finest Englu,h 
poem which the war produced-a vcr<;e not wholly unworthy to 
be set beside the great epitaphs of the past: 

They sh .. l1 not !IT0w old, as \\l who .. re left grow old; 
Age qilall not \\eary them nor the yean. ~ondemn. 

At the gomg down of tbe ~un and 10 the Il.Joming 
We Will remember them 
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MR. CHIEp JUDGE, JUDGES AND GENTLEMEN,-The cere­
mony which I have now the honour to perform marks the end 
" ___ L_ of a long chapter of schemes and discussions. It 
,-............ 2, 1925. f . th . fi t 

IS over orty years SlDce e question was rs 
asked whether the character of the Judicial Commissioner's court 
should not be organically changed. Sir Alfred Lyall was the first 
Lieutenant-Governor who sought to answer that Question by 
establishing in Lucknow a divisional bench of the High Court of 
the North-Western Provinces. FrarrJ the very o1;ltset there 
ensued a contest of opinion between those who disliked any 
territorial distribution of the High Court'l-> work, and those who 
felt that Oudh opinion would never acrluiesce in the cumpiete 
transfer of the judicial business of the provibce to Allahabad. 
Even in the year 1887 the latter oplOion prevailed. But tLe 
Secretary of State found that it would be difficult to get through 
Parliament the Bill which would be needed in order to set up a 
divisional bench of the High Court, and, preferring an alternative 
('ourse which did not require parliamentary legi~lation, he put 
forward for the first timc the snggcl-ttion that a Chief Court ot 
two judgeq should be establil->hed in 01.1dh. 

It has taken thirty-six years for that suggestion to mature. The 
Government of India at that time preferred to expand the Judicial 
Commissioner's ~ourt, and Sir Auckland Colvin was unall1"Ol to 
persuade them to the c(,ntrary. SIr Antony MQcDonn~ll, after 
giving much attention to the subject between the years 1896 and 
1901, revived the idea of a divisional bench of the High Court in 
Lucknow. The Government of India agreed in theory, but were 
deterred by the practical (lifficulties; and, as a result, the appoint­
ment of Q second additional Judicial, Commissioner was sanc­
tioned. This appointment wat. made permanent in 1905; and 
from that time onward until 1919 the recurrent discussions of the 
question always ended in the conclusion that a pennanent solution 
should be deferred until the public of both provinces demanded a 
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change and there was ~mplete agreement as to the form which 
the change should take. 

Before I review the process which has brou.rht the Chief 
Court into beiDi. let me summarize briefly the view taken of the 
question whlch, up to 1919 or thereabouts, was held not only by 
most administ~~o1'l> and judicial officers, but by a large section of 
the public as we~. It was then regarded as anomalous and wroug 
in principle to have two supreme courts in one administrative 
area. That arrangement was held to involve a dissipation of 
strength both on the bench and at the bar. At the same time. 
the amalgamation of the High Court either at Allahabad or 
Lucknow was regarded as impossible. Oudh would never agree 
to all its cases going to Allahabad. The transfer of the High 
Court from Allahabad would ]:I(> similarly resented: it would raise 
other troublesome question!'. ; and by 1915 at all events the decibion 
to build a Hew and costly High Court building at Allahabad 
made that particular solution impol->sible. No one was enthusiastic 
about the expedit~t of a diviltional bench in Lucknow. Those 
who accepted it did so as a pis alln". The judges feared that the 
arrangement would be inconvenient to work; others thought that 
the divisional bench might grow into a !'.Cparate court, and so 
impede amalgamation; others looked upon it as a mere expedient 
hardly worthy of Lucknow or Oudh. At the same time, the 
solution of having a Cruet Court had, ontl->ide Lucknow itself, but 
few friends. It was regarded al> needlcl>sly expensive, as present­
ing an additional barrier to the ultImate amrl 1~:unation whICh walt 
thought to be the ideal solution, and 31> not materially altpnng the 
exi~ng situation, and II1v()lving ~ome of the (l!~advantagcs 

attachiftg to the Judic'1al Commissioner's court. In view of these 
difficulties, the line of leai>t re~lstance continued to be pursued. 

How has it happened that the outlook and opinioni> of the 
preceding thirty-five years have bccn reversc"'<.! in the 1al>t five? 
The seed of change \Va!'. certainly l->own in a rei>olutJOn moved in 
the Legislative Council, iIJ April, 1919, by Pandlt Gokamn Nath 
Misra; but, with all ~eference to the excellence of his arguments 
and the eloquence of his advDCa(,V, I doubt if these alone would 
have prevailed. I know too that the Chief Court scheme had the 
advantage of being supported by Sir Harcourt Butler, with his 
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great sympathy with Oudh and his greltt wwledge of Oudh 
conditions. I know that my hOlJourablc colleague, the Maharaja 
of Mahmudabad, bas been untiring in his efforts to bring the court 
into existence. I note also that Agra oplOion, evidelY'..ed in a 
speech of Mr. Chintamani and a resolution of the United Provinces 
Polit.kal Conference of 1919, generously supportJd the proposal. 
But. there were still lions in L'1e path-the dirt1'ike of a tribunal 
intermediate between the Judicial Commissioner's court and the 
High Court, and the fear of impeding ultimate ama,gamatioll 
of the provincial judiciary. I affirm witho:lt hesitation that the 
driving force which put the scheme through was the force of the 
reforms of 1920, which invested the voice of the Legislative 
Council with new authority, and altered the balance between the 
claims of theoretical perfel.'tion and those of day-to-day practice. 
In some quarters (though, perhap~, not so often as a \\;hile ago) it 
is still alleged that the reforms are a bham. If answer were 
needed to that untrue assertion, here is at If'a~t one answer-In 
the birth of the Chief Court of Oudh. ft is none other than a 
child of the much-decried reforms inaugurated by the lat~ 

Mr. Montagu and Lord Chelmsford. 
Now, before we break finally with the pa'it, it is nght that 

we do justice to the cxpinng court of the JudiCIal Comnlls<,ioner 
of Oudh. A court whIch ha~ inclu(lu.1 in the pa'it buch eminent 
figures a!i Mr. Dea~, Mr. Ro'>'> Scntt, Sir Edward Chamil-r, Sir 
Sundar Lal and Sir Thcodore PIggott-to name only those judges 
who are &erving in lnclra no lon!!cr-of cour<,e ~talld., in no need 
of apology. The ca~e for eh.mgt' ha~ never I ested on the ground 
that the judgeb of the JudiCial C<)mmi~~lOner''i court were 
inefficicnt or unlabonous. On the l'ontrary, thclr compete:/lCr \vas 
acknowledg-ed; thCll industry wa~ heyond prai~e. They have 
had to deal with ~ome of the tllo'>t hnrdenl>ome and compli­
cated litigation \\hich, I '>UPPo,>C, ever came before a court of 
justice; and they have dr,charged their onerous duty in a way 
which hal. commandeu admlmtlOn. Tht> Chlef Judge has reterred 
with just pride to the reception of th~ Judicial Commissioner',) 
Juogment!> by their Lord~hips of the Privy' CouncIl. The desire 
for a c;uperinr court aro:,e out of the conditicns under which they 
worked. WiOl the development of the provmce there came an 
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increasill2 desire.o "fSimilate procedure in Oudh to that of the 
Hii"h Court at Allahabad, to see intricate appeals referred to a 
bench of judges, and to provide a special procedure for taluqdari 
suits. These aspirations could only be satisfied by a change in 
the coustitution and powers of the court. In bidding a final 
farewell to the '\(vurt of the Judicial Commissioner of Oudh, it is 
right that I exp~ .. on behalf of the executive government of the 
province our thanks, both to the present incumbents of office and 
to their predecessors, for the admirable WciY in which their 
responsible task has been perfonned. 

It remains for me to congratulate the province of Oudh upou 
the fntition of its long-felt desire. I have every confidence that 
the establishment of this higher tribunal of justice will contribute 
to the happiness of the people by giving' them a better equipped 
and more exalted instrument for tht: decision of their legal disputes, 
and for the vindication of any of them who may have been 
wronged. In particular, I hope that the investment of the Chief 
Court ,\lith originlll civil Jurisdiction-an innovation which has 
had to run the gauntlet of :-.omc criticism - may abundantly 
justify itself in the &peedier and cheaper determination of talllqduri 
&uits. I need hardly remind you, gentlemen, what an incubus 
these have been upon the pro&perity of the province. There are 
times when, reading the hli>tory of .,orne of the litigation over 
estates in Oudh, I have been tempted to congratulate myself that 
I was not an Oudh taluq(1ar. As was i>aid on one occasion by 
this Government, • The exil>tence of lufP-C landed properties 
governed by &pecial laws, and the pecuhar imporlanre to the 
taluqdars of que&tiom, of .,m'c.:e&siol1 have ill practice made 011clh 
far \~Jt5' subJect than the prov1I1ce of Agra to {abe ~l1jts on title. 
There ii> hardly any C'itate In ()uJh the hohler of which has not 
at some tIme been compelled to defend hii> title in protraded 
litigation, and recently three of the lar!!e~t e'>tatcs have been put 
in jeopardy in this way. The pet:uliaritie:-. of the Oudh Estate~ 
Act, admittedly a peculiarly lhfficult Act to construe, have 
furnished special opportllt,ities for littlratiol1 of tim. character.' 
Happily, we have as Chief Judgt of the new court an officer who 
i:. not merely entirely famIliar WIth provmcial Wlldltions, not 
merely a personal friend ot many of you, but also, as his work 
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upon the Civil Justi~ Coinmittee bas shoQ. au. ardent champion 
of sitnplicity and efficiency and a "Nom enemy of all the cobwebs, 
cOmplications and inequities which have crept into the judicial 
system of this country. If under bis gui~ce the Oudb Chief 
Court can do something effectual to strike at the abuses of 
champerty and maintenance-that speculative jraffic in legal 
proceedings-which are so vividly exposed in ¢hapter 43 of the 
committee's report, the new institution will have abundantly 
justified its propagation. Further, to touch for one moment upon 
a point to whlch the Chief Judge has most reasonably referred, 
I may say that the Government are only too well awar<.' of the 
deficiencies of the Oudh judicial buildings, and will not lose 
sight of the necessity for improving them when possible. 

Finally, and as a matter between friends, I congratulate the 
Maharaja of Mahmudabad on witne!>sing to-day the' completion 
of a project on which his heart has beeh so sincerely set, and 
for the furthemnce of which he has so earnestly laboured. At 
this point let me read to you a messagt' whi&h J have received 
from my predecessor in office, Sir HalC()urt Butler: 'I congratll­
late Your Excellency and Your Excellency's Government, and 
especially the Hon. Maharaja of Mahmudabad, on the successful 
completion of a reform which settles a ]ong-!>tandlUg dlfficulty in 
a manner satisfactory to all partie!>, and 'W hlch inaugurate,> a new 
and progressive era J1J the j1l!liciaJ admimbtration of the province. 
I earnestly hope that the ChlCf Conrt, ably pre!>ided over hy 
Mr. Justice Stnart, will a(ld to the contentment and prospenty of 
myoid and kind friend!>, the pel ,pie of Oudh.' Yon will also be 
glad to hear the \'ourteon!-. me~sage of greetmg which the Chief 
Judge has received trom the Chief Ju!-.tl<.:e of the Allaha~digh 
Court: 'The Judges of the High Court at Allahabad send 
all good wi!>hes for the prosperity and sucC'ess of the Chlef Court.' 

Gentlemen, the inaug-urabon of a new chief court of justice 
which affects over twelve mllhon~ of people is no ordinary 
occasion. The law and the Judicial system, like all human 
institntions, have their imperfections;' and harsh thin~ have in 
their time been !>aid about them. But on'an occasion like this it 
is right and wise to fix onr eye!> upon the dignity and nobility of 
the law. I need not apologize to you for quoung what Lord 

208 



ouoa CHIEF COURT, ,LUCKIiOW 

Coleridge described as the finest tribute ever aCcorded to law-a 
tribute pronounced by the • judicious Hooker' three hundred 
years ago: 

Of Law there can be no less acknowledged than that her seat Is the 
bosom of G<..<l, het voice the harmony of the world. All things In Heaven 
and Earth do her ''1omAg>'': the very least as feeling her <-are, the greatest 
as not exempted from :ner power. 

May that majestic utterance be an inspll'1iuon to all those who 
are honoured with the task of administerini" law and justice in 
this new Chief Court of Oudh. 
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DURBARIS OF Tim PROVINCE OF OUDH,-It y,as not without 
anxious consideration that I decided to hold this durbar. Times 

are changing in India j and I,bad to ask myself 
NO'f8IIIber 3, 1925 whether, in view of the new system of government 
presented by the reforms, there was any longer reason enough for 
the Governor to invite the nobility and gentry of the province to 
meet him in formal assembly j whether it were not better that 
the Governor should express the views and the policy of his 
Government only through the established channels of the legisla­
ture j and whether the old and honoured ceremony ot the durbar 
should not henceforth be re~rved for wholly &pechil occasions, 
like the vi&it of Royalty and the Viceroy. But this was not the 
view of those whom J consulted. They believed that there were 
still real advantage& in the practice by \\filch the G(lvemor 
occasionally sought an opportunity uf olf:>semLling and directly 
addres&ing the notables of the prOVlDce. And they pointed oct 
to me that the durbars held by my two predecessors had been 
of great value in stimulatIng the Immense effort which these 
provinces made In men and money during the Great War. 

We are, thank God. at war no longer. But it bas been borne 
in upon me during three years of offIce that we are indubitably 
engaged in a great struggle ot another kind, the end of which no 
man can foresee j anu I thought that if words of mine could do 
anything to arouse the sympathIes and bestir the ener~s of 
those of you who are the natural leaders of the couJlr.ry~de, 

there would be abundant JUStificatIon for holding to-day's cere­
mony, and putting before you my Ideas upon the most important 
problems of the prescnt tune. I am &ati&fied that in taking this 
course 1 am transcending in DO way the limitations imposed on 
me by my office. What I &hall say does not reptebent conclusions 
arrived at by my Government, nor doe& it commit my Ministers. 
What it does represent is the result of my personal reflections: 
and any suggestions which my speech embodies are put forward 
in the hope of eliciting di&:ussion. 
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Let us start from ~e fact that we have for five years been 
trying in this province to work a system of government which to 
a large extent admits the representative principle, and which aims 
at the extension of that principle and eventually at its entire 
predominanct't. You know what I mean. It is accepted policy 
that the actions of Government are ultimately to be decided, not 
by the wishes of the people ot Great Britain as expressed throullh 
the Secretary of State, not according to the expert views of the 
trained administrator, whether Indian or European, hut according 
to the wishes of the individual affected by them. In Englanri we 
should call him the man in the street. Here we ought to call 
him the man in the village; because although we have a num­
ber of large cities, yt't ninety-seven per cent of the people 
and ninety-one per cent of the registered voters, or fourteen 
voters out of every fifteen, reside III villages. The constitution, 
therefore, vests the direction of the affairs I)f this big province 
ultima~ly in the hands of the village voter. That is a most 
l'llportant fact, t~ significance of which is for the time being 
oLscured from us by various film~: the survival, still m strenlrth, 
of the official admini!>trative sy~tem; and the facts that interest 
111 politic~ ha~ not :'Yet permeatetl the villag-es of the pro­
vince, that public opinion i!> still fom1ed and expressed in the 
townb, and that (though I know many patriotic people deny this) 
there h., as I think. a gap in economic intere1>t, and therefore to 
some extent in ~ympathy and understanding, between town and 
country. The countryside ~tlIl lacks organiwtion, save such as is 
afforded by the existence ot large estates to which the tenallts and 
laboprers are attached. There is no immediate prospect of the 
ru;al voter suddenly coming forward to play the predominant 
part in politics which the constitution ultimately aSbigns to him; 
and therefore we do not perceive him as potentially, or indeed as 
conceivably, master of the sitllatJOn. 

Nonetheless, unless one's reacling of history is absolutely 
wrong, nothing is surer .than this, that, if the present scheme 
progresses-and amid all our .mcertainties we have no conclusive . . 
reason for assuming that it will not progress-the transfer of 
pvwer from the classes which at present enjoy it to the rural 
voter is only a qllestion of time. Ignorance. poverty, disorganiza-
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tion may delay the process; but they 'Yill never stay it in the 
long run. The popular pnncipJe h. instinct with life, and once 
the seed is sown it will 110t be dented growth. Our legislature is 
at present mainly composed of profe-ssional men and landlords. 
I do not say that the status of the representativeslWill necessarily 
change: it is nearly everywhere the case that parliamentary 
representatives are drawn predominantly from the classes most 
conversant with business and most apt in chscussion; but J 
certainly do say that, whoever the representatives are, they will 
come to feel the pressure of the electors behind them ouch more 
exigent than they find it at present. Policy will come ultimately 
to conform to the wishes of the VIllage voter. 

I put it to you, therefore, that we cannot re!,ose indefinitely 
upon a temporary and unstable equilibrium of forces. It is of 
the utmost moment to ask ourselves if we are looking ahead­
if we are doing all that we can to prepare the electorate for the 
burdens which it must one day assume. I think that sotp.e of the 
farther-sighted landlord" see that. Some mt!n of po"ition have 
asked me before now whether the representatIve system 
necessarily involves the disappear-moo of the landlord order. 
They see some grounds for anxiety. They say very truly that, 
willing as they may be to protect and to advance the interests of 
the poorer classes, they cannot outbl<l the ell.travagant promi~ 
held out by popular agitators, who feel no ::'Imilar re"ponsibiltty 
because they have nothing to lo::'e. A good landlord may set 
himself to treat his tenant!. well; to give them security, to help 
them with improvements, to spend generously on schools and 
hospitals. But because he know::, that the country cannot ~ run 
without money, he will not promi-.e the impo::,sible. And'>th~t is 
what the other [)'ide is alway::. ready to do. No rent, but all pro­
prietary holdings; no taxation, but rather bounties from Govern­
ment; incomes for all, and burdens for none-these are the 
phantoms promi::.ed by the irres})0nsible demagogue who otlly 
wants votes; and naturally they aI10eal to the man who is 
incapable of formin2 a practical judgmept for himself. With 
the spectacle of Bolshevik Russia before their eyes, some landlords 
have been asking themselves, and asking me, whether there is 
i'o~ to be any place for them in the political future of this 
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country; whether the representati\7e system inevitably means the 
entire dissolution of the old order, the breaking up of estates, the 
disappearance of old families, the end of stability, and the aban­
donment of control to an uneducated and inflammable proletariat. 

I admit the- tiifficulty of the question. To me, as I have said, 
it seems inevitable that, unless the course of events takes some 
wholly unimaginecl deflection, the majority of voters must eventu­
ally have their way. It appears to me also-indeed, I think it is 
widely acknowledged-that the majority of voters are at present 
unfit to assume control. But, personally, I cannot contemplate 
that out of good intentions !>hould be oorn evil ; that the founda­
tions of order and society should he broken up; and that millions 
of innocent and peaceful1Jeople should be committed to calamity. 
I go further and say that in a country like this, whose social struc­
ture has been based for centuries em the- religious and aristocratic 
principle - on deference to sanctlty, merit, birth. power and 
posltion;-I think that it would be a catastrophe that the landlord 
order should disa~pear. They are a valuable element, making' 
strongly for stability in the body politic. I think they are still 
required to secure <,ociety and to lead the people, as to their 
credit they abundantly proved that they could do when it was a 
qllestion of a huge war effort. In that belIef I nonetheless put it 
to you that we are all faced with a most urgent and immense 
pLece of com,tructive work to do. The ignorant elector must be 
~ved from becoming a danger to hlm!Jelf and other!>. He must 
realize the underlying reqmrements of ordel and stabIlity; he 
must, in fact, be educated all round. Moreover, If the landed 
c1asi#.!s are not to disappear, if they are to maintain themselves . ,. 
any longer as the natural leaders of the countryside, they must 
also as a whole change their outlook. They must &ee that 
privileges involve burdens. They must show that they are the 
~ympathetic allies of the peasant and the working man. They 
must play the great part that is open te them in educating their 
fellows. If they do that, .hey need have no fears of the unknown 
future. They will be .accePteti without quebtion as a necessary 
and valuable factor in society. ~mocratic institution!> are in 
themselves no reason why men of means and status should not 
play their due part in their country's history. 
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I realize that I am speaking of a position not yet in sight, and 
that for that reason my words may fail to carry conviction. But 
after repeatedly going over the ground, I cannot myself perceive 
any flaw in the propositions which I have advanced. The reforms 
were launched with the purest of intentions to bring great bene­
fits to India. The reforms must gradually, butinexorablv, operate 
to throw power into the hands of the many. Any factors which 
delay that process are at most temporary. But, unless I and 
those who think with me are gravely wrong, the many are as yet 
quite unprepared to exercise power; and if the world situation 
to-day points any moral, that moral is that power in ignorant 
hands is a danger. Therefore, and here again I am expressing 
to you my personal judgment, it behoves us all-a!:, without 
distinction, landlords, public men, and the whole orde.r of public 
servants-to strive earnestly to make good what is at present a 
palpable and dangerous deficiency. We have, indeed, to educate 
our masters. TI1is is the main conc1m,ion to wl1ich con~i<;leratlOn 
ot the reforms has led me. Whether we ~hal1" ::,m;ceed or not I 
will not prophesy. The i~st1e lies upon the kneel> of the god~. 
But unless we make an earne~t, concerted, re&olute effort, the 
high vision of political advance pre~entec1 to thi" country mu~t 
fail of fulfilment, becHUf>e the vital conditIOn of success is lacking. 
The material will not be ~trong enough to bear the weight of the 
structure. And we-I1ot only tht- Government, but all respon­
sible persons of every kind-WIll haye come short of our duty 
unless we make the effort. 

I have put £of\\ard fir~t what ~trike~ me personally as the 
conclusive argument in favour of an attempt to vivify and e}Vich 
the ntral popular life of the pro"1I1Cc. I can quite un<itrs~nd 
that some tinlid imaginations may finu the prospect alarming. 
They will envis.'lge a proce~s of carrying' politic:, into the country­
side, and thereby stimulating the very agrarian disorder which it 
ought to be every sensible man's aim to avoid. It seems to me 
that such fears are exaggerated, and th~t in any case such risk as 
exists ought to be taken. The last thing w,hich I contemplate is 
the teaching of political theories beyond the digestion of their 
hearers. I want the ryot and the working 111an to be put in such 
a sound state of nlina and body that he can eventually make his 
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politics safely for himself, forming his own judgments and listen­
ing to no man's teaching blindly. If you turn to Chapter VI of 
the Montagu-Chelmsford report, you will see that this is exactly 
what the makers of the reforms postulated. They recog:r:rlzed 
that the enliglftenment of the ryot could not be a very rapid, and 
might be a very difficult. process. But so long as we shrink 
from the risks which it may involve and are content to leave 
the peasant population in poverty and ignorance, we remain 
in a vicious circle. The danger of false teaching is the greater 
so long as the peasant and the labourer are ignorant and 
poor. 

But, quite apart from the political argument, who can deny 
that for the ~ake of humanity alone there b a crying need for 
something to be done? From all sides comes the appeal-from 
the econonUst, the doctor, the edtteationht, the l)hilanthropist, the 
social reformer. My honourable colleagues, the Ministers, have 
told me. how strongly they de~ire to ~ee something effective done 
for education, fo~ public health, for industries and a2Ticultllre. 
Indian publicists have asked me if Government eall do nothing to 
give a lead in a gpneral eampaign ot enlightenment. It is painful 
to them, as it must be to the inheritor of any culture, to feel that 
s() many of their own people are shut off from the riches of 
thought, literature and art whieh exi~t and should be open to 
them. Other 11rovineeh also are cogitating sch('me~ of rural 
development and construction. We have had all-India inveb'tiga­
tions into economic conditions and the incidencp of taxation, which 
testify to the consciousness of politicians that there if' a great 
pnblem to be explored. Personally, I welcome the Government 
ot In6ia's declaration that they feel that there is still need for 
a concerted effort to improve agriculture throughout India; and I 
take it as of good augury that His Majesty'h Government have 
selected for the high office of Viceroy a Minister whose concern 
has been with agriculture and edur..ation. I cannot conceive, 
therefore, that any thinki~g man will deny the need for a campaign. 
1£ any of us are inert or half-heaned about it (a~ indeed too many 
of us are), that is ~use we art: daunted by the magnitude and 
the complexity ..>£ the task. It is in truth so large a problem that 
everJ in a r<lpid survey of it the difficulty is to know where to 
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begin. One factor interlocks with another: poverty, ignorance 
and ill-health, each of them aggravates the others. 

I know, of course, the facile explanation which is offered of 
this state of things. India, it is a11~ed, is burdened with heavy 
expenditure on annaments and officials; she has to pay a so-called 
, tribute' to Great Britain; her industries have been c:-ushed by 
forei2n competition; her administration is steered by aliens to­
wards their own interests; her people are over-taxed, and there­
fore cannot save money and build up capital. To each of these 
assertions there is an answer, and to my judgment a more or less 
complete answer; but I do not desire to spend time in develop­
ing the answers now. I want to concentrate on features of the 
problem which have little or nothing to do with any of these 
things. 

I will begin with the purely econOmlC side. I do not want to 
paint too black a picture. There are sign:. of progress and im­
provement. There has been a great increa~e in cultivatioIl; dunng 
the last fifty years; and a great extension of our' protective system 
of canals and pakka wells. Experience of 1913 and 1917 has 
demonstrated that the resistant power of the people is higher than 
it used to be. The standard of living ha~ perceptibly risen. The 
labourer is better off than he wa~ even within my memory. N one­
thele!.s, the peasant's abiding trouble ~till is that he is nearly always 
in debt; he is st111 too often a lifclong serf to the moneylender, 
who is no f'asy master. To this condition. I believe, some social 
practices eontribute. The joint family bYbtem may check the ~ub­
division of holdmgs, but it handicap~ industry by making the 
many dependent (.n the some. A man works with more zest. if 
be is working for himself. Then there ib the practice of'~arly 
marriage, with its undoubted effects upon physical efficiency. 
There is the seclusion of women (exc-ept those of the lower castes) 
from participation in the main industry of the country. There i~ 
caste, whlch restricts the free movement of labour, hinder~ the 
utilization of waste products, and produces the dragging effect 
upon society of the untJuchable c1a<..ses. fThere is the uneconomic. 
expenditure on marriages. There is the sentiment which prE-vents 
\he unrestricted use of some rivers for imgation. These are 
matters which the Government cannot remedy. That is the work 
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of the social reformer; and, privately and personally, I wish his 
efforts all success. Never, I think, was there a time when the 
need for them was greater. But I must leave this aspect of 
the matter, or I may alarm those who see peril in such changes. 
Over and abo'\re all, perhaps the limiting factor to all schemes of 
economic improvement is the pressure of the man upon the land. 
Elsewhere in the world an expansion of population has followed 
upon an inC-TeaSe of resources; and as the increase in resourees 
slackens, so does the in<"'!'ease in the population tend to diminish. 
I do not know whether any changes which we can hope to see in 
India will ever put her people mto the comparative economic e-ase 
of richer countries. But, even so, all the more reason is there for 
effort; and I pass on to other factors in the problem of peasant 
poverty, which the administratlf)n is freer to handle. The ryot's 
life is in any case a struggle: with his small holding- his stability 
i& constantly threatened j he has a very n:trrow margin of safety. 
No human agency can guarantee him rain and sunshine at the right 
time. We can on~ attempt to help hIm \\1thin the limits prescribed 
by nature. That is mainly a matter, fir&t, of capital; and, secondly, 
of materials and methods. The Government can Indeed try to 
adjust the burdens wID<..h the admInistration imposes on the farmer, 
and we sincerely hope that we are doing that; but to finance the 
tarmer we must look to the landlord and the co-operative society. 
I know that many landlorlb adyance money on easy terms, but 
many do not. I know that &omf' landlords look askance at the 
co-operative movement as tending to make tenants too independent. 
Personally, I cannot take that view. I &ay agaIn that I C~1nnot 
re"?ncile the ideal of reforms with the continued e";~tence ot an 
unMLlered and indebted peasantry. I believe, with Sir Selwyn 
Fremantle, that the key to the rural problem lies largely through 
the co-opeT'ative movement. It IS a disappointment to me that it ,. 
nas not done better. as, under conditions distmgui&hable from 
our own, it has done in the PunJab. I look confidently to the 
present committee, at ",hich Mr. Oakden i<, chainnan. to ten 
us the reasons and to show us the remedies. I will 110t attempt 
to forecast its conc1u:iolls. But I regard the co-operahve move~ 
ment as very much more than a mean::: of proVlding el1sy money 
on a llUYe scale. It is,- training in the process of acting- together. 
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of thinking of the common benefit, of handling practical affairs 
on a large scale. It is in itself an ~ducation; and once the idea 
has established itself in men's minds it can operate for a dozen 
purposes. It can promote agricultural improvements; it can 
stimulate education and industry; it can facilitate di~tril:ution and 
marketing. I need not dilate on the practical results a(:hieved in 
other poor countries. But in the United Provinces the co­
operative movement, in order to conquer the public mind, has 
first to make good within its own peculiar sphere. Fa' the time 
being the best service it can render to agriculture is LO put its 
societies and banks on a firm, sound basis. All I want to do for 
the moment is to a~k you aU, taluqdars of Oudh, zamindars, 
public men and officials, to believe in the great potenta1ities of 
the movement for good and to lrnd it earnest help. I do not 
claim that it is n. panacea of all evils. But because it if:. an 
organic educative proce&&, J believe that it is all to the good that 
it should expand. . 

It would take far too Ion;: if I were t" treat' in any detail the 
many activitie& of the Al!r;cultnre dC)"l3rtment. But I haw 
one general statement to make alxlut the depnrtment, and one or 
two &pecial poillt~ hy which to reinforce it. Our agricultural 
officers W(l\1!d Uc the flr~t to admH that thuc j., mllch more 
work to be d<me. But they abo tell me that if we coulu. make 
the utmost tl&e of tbc l1<' ftitl \'c r{'~ultf, already attained we 
&houkl wake an immcnt-c adnmce. I have heen figuref> 
ubout Pusa No. 12 wheat. about Shahjahanpur and Coimbatore 
su~arcanes, and ~lxlUt Ali,g-arb N o, l ~j cotton, which leave no 
doubt that we ought to makc ewry effort to extend aneI multi¥ly 
their use. How i~ thif> to be done? r can think of bulletin! 'a~d 
distnct gazettes. I can imagine even that at C\'ery focus of rural 
life-the tahhll, the oozaar, the larger seh001-we mIght make 
available information and ;,pcClmen., of the up-to-date result~ · 
of the Agrk.wture de)"l3rtmcnt. I think we might call hlto 
existem . .'e agricultural S()(.:ietie~ in evt\.ry tah"iI. I think the 
revenue staff mi~ht be interested amI active. But far better than 
all these things is practical demonstration. • And here comes in 
the wise landlord's opportllmty. The department is already 
demonstrating to iOod effect on some 80,000 acres of private 
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land. But we need more. In all agricultural matters the 
landlord is by far our best non-official agent. The department 
tells me that it is now distributing all the good seed which it can 
ptodnce. We need, however, an immense development of 

\ 
private seed tanns and seed stores. I ask the landlords of the 
province to take systematically to grov';ng the approved seed for 
distribution to tarmers. Such ptiv:'lte seed farms serve the double 
purpose of educating the fanner to better V:riYS and of providing 
him with the means ot putting his knowledge ill practice. To 
multiply them rapidly is, 1 am as::.ured, the aile most hopeful step 
we can take towards greatly benefiting our fanners; and I believe 
it to be a step well within our means. Or again, take tube-wells. 
We have about 160 0t them, commanding an area of 24,000 
acres. Their efficiency is pn,vcu; the economy of them is 
certain. But in non-canal area:-. thert: i<; room for hundreds, if not 
thousand!>, more. The Governmcnt 0fIe! 6!"!"IJcrOl1S assistanee, 
and still the rcspon>..,e i<; ~lo\\'. But cyery landlord who in~tals 
(, tube-well and ·pump, wInch can IJL'Come a focus of both 
demonstration amI &eed production, h, not merely doing' himself 
a sound turn, but i<; incidentally a pubhc henefactor. Gentlemen, 
I might go on about othtr imporLmt matters: power cane-milllo, 
ploughs aml harrow~, bull di&tnhutiol1, and ~o forth. But it 
would take too long, and in each ca~e the moral i~ the :-.ame. The 
Agriculture depnrtmcnt is doing :-.plcndi(1 work in providing 
better method!>, and pointlllg- the \I ay to that intcnser cultivation 
'.vhich we need to gct. The genual respon:-.c j<; not yet what it 
might be. Let 11& remember \\ hat Dean Swift said dlxmt the 
irA rnense &ervice of making- two car::. of corn ~ow in place of 
(' n·e~ Cannot landlords, agricultural ~()cieties, dihtrict boards, 
co-operative societie&, and revenue staff all link arms and give a 
Wat impetus to the tc(.hnical improvement of our cultivation? 

I wish I felt similar confidence alx,ut the development of 
provincial industries. 1 am not thinking of the highly orgaruzed 
industries of Cawnporc,;'lUr or ,.,orne other mdustrielo-like the 
Benares silk, the Fatehgarh printed cottons and the Moradabad 
brasswl1re-which are localized and to !>Otne extent organized 
and capitalized too, nor of those directly connected with agricul­
ture, like the Sc.2ar and oil industries, in which fair progress ib 
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~ made. What we need to do is to put more life into the 
little-diffused industries which require no great capital or plant, 
but which depend upon the skill and diligence of the human 
workman, and can, with a little .tttention and or~anization, be 
made to pay. I know the difficulties which are adduced in the 
way of advance; but economic pressure is beginning to sap them, 
and there is an opportunity to seize. We know that the farmer 
has little or no work to do at certain seasons: a fact that 
doubtless weighed with the advocates of the clzarklza. To me it 
seems that there is much 1l10re hope from the fly-shuttle 100m 
than from the spinning-wheel. I am assured that but for the 
middleman's profits the hand-weaver could still compete success­
fully with the mills. If We could multiply our output of cheap 
fly-shuttle looms and distribute cheap yarn, we could do much 
for home-weaving. Weaving seems to me to stand in ~ clas~' by 
itself, because it can be taken up at odd times and the demand 
for the product h, unceal>ing. But with the improvel1}ent of 
agriculture and the extension of hand-weaving" there l>hould be 
increased scope for more iron smiths, more carpenters, more 
tanners. I know that the Industries department is doing its 
best to show the way. But so long as it is a matter of paying 
stipends in schools to attraC't youths who have no particular bent 
for the business and are thinking more of succeeding to teaching 
posts than of l>tarting on their own aecount, it is difficult to feel 
hopeful. I would like to see the stimulation of cottage industries 
taken energetically up by public-spirited people in the districts; 
and here, too, it i., for the landlord to lead the way. 

One potent factor in the depression of nlra1 life is ill-healiiI. 
I have referred to some c.'luses which only a reformed opi~;n 
can remove. But others are removable. As you know, we 
have launched the experiment of district health schemes part1v 

I .... 
for propaganda, partly to deal with epidemics, partly to demon-
btrate what can be done in special areas. They have r.een 
received with some incredulity and they. are going to take time 
to make good. But if people will believe in them and supp6rt • 'hem, I am sure that much can be done. It would be a small 
tlting for large landlords to establish model Villages, or at least to 
point the way by getting model hOtll>eb WIth a simple but scientific 
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lay-out and drainage syst~ I am all for simplicity, but there 
is a right simplicity as well as a wro1li' one. It ought to be our 
aim, whenever possible, to press on with the protection of wells, 
the removal of filth, and the clearing out of mosquito breedi1li' 
places. M~ria is the chief enemy of aU; and the people must 
be roused to fight it. A great deal of earnest thought has been 
given to the question by the Minister and his expert advisers; 
but the main conclusion is that whatever tmined agency can do in 
the way of education or demonstration, sU(''Cess w'ill ensue only 
when the villager is stirred to action himself. I know the 
difficulties: if they were not immense, the thing would have 
been done already. I believe that it can still be done; but not by 
public health agencieb Qnd district boards alone, and only if all 
concerned throw themselves into the task with somethini: like 
the ardour' with which they rallied to war-work. 

I come to the question of rurdl educatiun, which intermini:les 
with ev,erything else. We have had a special inquiry IRtely, and 
I expect that malty' of you have studied the results. I need not, 
therefore, enlarge on our deficiencies. It is clear that our schools 
serve only a fraction of the people and retain only the boys whose 
ambitIOns are other than agricultural. It is clear that there is 
reason to ask ourselves whether we should be content with the 
results of the energy and money expended. Rural education has 
been tor some time a matter of concern to the department and to 
the Minister; and he has Important proposals for dealing with it 
which will shortly be made public. Personally. I think that we 
need much better and quicker teaching in the lower c1a1lf.e1i and 
tltIilch more interest on the part of parent" and well-wishers. 
Pe~nally, I agree with Sir Selwyn FremanUe that we must 
somehow commend our school system to the parents by providini: 
a.,rethod of education on which they will be keen, becaube they 
see that it makes their sonl> better farmerb. I have been interested 
to see what can be done in certain pla(..'Cs and on a limited scale; 
I think that our {urn shc1'lld be to find some means of adoptiD&' 
those successful results on R large ~cale. But it is a hu~ 

• problem. In spite of the utnio:st that the zeal of a Minister and 
the technical skill of a department can do-and I know how 
earnestly they both have worked-my own idea is that we lleed 
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also a wider agency and a more local stimulus. You know what 
our primary schools are like. But my idea is that the school and 
the co-operative society between them should be the nucleus of 
local enlightenment. Rural schools should make boys better 
farmers. We need to stud the country with largt', 'well-equipped 
primary schools, where the boys can be pushed rapi:lly through 
the infant stages and have time left to learn sometiung that will 
be of real value to them in country life. At present the country 
places are denuded of their more promising boys and the towns 
crowded beyond their absorbent capacity. This is one of the 
main causes of unemployment among the middle cla&ses. The 
problem is by no means peculiar to Indi,l; but with us it is 
specially insistent. I welcome the growing recognition by the 
press and the legi'llature that we should seek to disabuse people 
of the idea that the aim of rural ed'lcation is to huaIify the 
country-born b0y to get out of the country. 

Neither I nor my Government havf' apy oovious pan!,cea tor 
all these things. But we feel it our duty to UI.ink !>e'riou!>ly over 
them. What are our resources for dealing \vlth them? One's 
thoughts turn immediately to the dil>:rict boardb, the bodJ.!~S 

charged by law with many, but not all the, matter!> which concer.1 
district development. Some of the di'>trict lXlarus, as the Govern­
ment have already aLkuow letlged, ,we ~h()t11dering theIr burdens 
manfully and grappling ::.eriou:>ly \\ 1th their new re<,ponsibIlities. 
At the same time they have to work wlthm defimte 11mlts, 
ac:cording to tht" Act \\ h1Ch pre>\ ide" their organi7ation, enumer­
atel> their duties, and pre~cnbc<; their procedure. Can we feel 
confident that the b()ard~, in conjunctIOn with the departmenlt:-!lt 
headquarters, will, in a(l<htion to all theIr burdens of day-t~ay 
administration, sm . .'ceed in ..,olving a problem so big, so con'ltruc­
tive, ~o diverse and so diffuse :1l> that of revivifying the liff> of 
the entire countryside? 

I will not answer that question dogmatically: we need more 
light upon it. J will only tell you that some people have P'lt it . . 
to me that a new agency IS required to supplement the boards 
and the departments. That is a tentatIve suggestion which has 
not yet been considered by the Govemvr acting with his 
Ministers. Indeed, it is obvious that it cannot be considered 
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until we have received much opinion upon it. The idea, as I 
understand it, is in each district to call into existence a rural 
development committee, to be composed of all people who are 
interested and have something to contribute. It would comprise 
members of the distrkt board, members of the district staff and 
members of the technical departments. I t would in no way 
clash with the district bnard nor entrench upon its functions. 
The new committee would have no e"ltecutive or spending powers, 
for to give it these would inevitably lead to antagowsm. But it 
would be a consultative, ueliberattve anu propagandist body. It 
would preach the cause of advance and enlightenment generally. 
It would inquire into local pm,hlbllities and suggest ]ineR for 
experimCllnt. It would recommend cases for grants to the boards 
and to the departments. It would he always there to keep the 
idea of rurAl progress clearly before people'~ minus, and to survey 
periodically signs of progre::.t.. It ha" further been suggested 
that if local ::.ub-committee~ could be gathered round some 
zamindar or lo~'tl re~ident \\ hot.e heart IS 111 the cause, they 
would be u&eful; and that If \\e could lmk up the committees or 
sub-committees with the sy&tem of village panchayats, that would 
abo be to the good. It has been further sugget.ted that at 
headquarters we t.hould have a rural development hoard, on 
which Mimsters and departmental advit.ert. would hIt to work out 
procrammeh and to hCC that one portIOn of the scheme is adjusted 
to another. It hah been P01l1ted out that we had a War Board ill 
1917-18 which ilid great work and yct managed to avoid collision 
with other constituted authorities. It ha~ been jJut to me that if 
vc. are all agreed as to the urgency and reality of the nlnU 
prxmlem, there IS 110 rea"on why a :-.mular agency should not 
serve u~ now. 

Let me repeat that the Government have not conrudered these 
IO~S; much Ies~ are they committed to them. To me, person­
ally, and to my honourable colleague the Mini~ter alllO, they seem 
of sufficient interest and value to be, at all events, worth venulating. 
Our object is not to prtpound any particular M.>lutlOn, but to 
concentrate attention-upon a huge and inru~tent problem and to 
seek advice afld enlightemnent from all quarters CIS to its solution. 
Those wbo lean towards the ldea that a special ll2ency or orpni-
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'zation is required may possibly be quite wrong. In any case, if 
popular opinion declares agsinst the idea, it is idle to think of 
proceeding with it. But in thrvwing out the suggestion for 
discussion, I would like just to add this. Unless the,more general 
propositions advanced earlier in my speech carry conviction, there 
is no basis on which to found any new scheme. On the other 
hand, I think it may be called a commonplace of past history and 
of personal experience that when we are up against an emergency, 
unusual methods are needed. When a common danger threatens, 
the common sense asserts itself and insists on sinking the smaller 
interests of class or community or prestige. 1 realize how hard 
it is to get people to see, how hard it is to see for oneself, into an 
indeterminate future. But I personally am persuaded that if the 
urjlency of the problem could be brought home to people, if they 
could realize that we are really at war with poverty arid helpless­
ness just as surely as we were at war a few years ago with ruthless 
human enemies, there would be the same perception now ~s ~here 
was then, that ordinary methods will nc t suffi~; that it is a Gabe 

for personal effort and example and s.'lcrifice: a caS(' for enlisting 
in some way or other all who have anything to give, landlords, 
officials, public men, and any existing organizations. There;s 
some reason to feel that we are not adequately equipped a', 
present to deal with our biggest problem. I inVlte you, gt'ntle­
men, and indeed all well-wishers of these great prOVlnces, to turn 
over the ideas which I have tentatIvely laid before you, and to 
consider whether there IS anythmg In them. It may be that as a 
result of the discul>sion of them we may hetween us strike out 
some hetter way. The only conclusion which, personally, I shQl.Old 
receive with extreme disappomtment is to acknowledge '\hat 
concerted action is impossihle, and that we should do nothing 
beyond going 011 along the present linel>, and without the driv'!Jg­
force to be derived from the clo'>C a<;sociatIon of all lovers of'f6e • 
country. of all kinds and ronks, knit together in something like a 
network of societies extendmg all over the country. 

Gentlemen, I have detained you longer than I hoped mi2'ht be 
necessary; and I thank you tor the attention and patience with 
which you have heard me out. 
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KAYASTHA PATHSHALA 
UNIVEN.SITY COLLEGE, ALLAHABAD 

TRUSTEES OF THE KAVASTHA PATHSHALA UNIVERSITY 
COLLEGE,-It is a pleasure to al.'OOCle to your invitation to open 
this college, which makes so valuable an addition to 
the buildings of this academic neighbourhood. Its December 7, 1925 

completion marh the taking of an important step towards the 
realization of the ideal embodied in the Allahabad University Act. 

* * * 
Gentlemen, the ideal of the Allahabad Cniversity is, as we all 

kIlOW, to l1ecome a re!>idential university, 'with all its students 
(other than those llving \\lth their parl.:nt~ locally) in residence in 
the lmiYer::,ity area. The completion of tIm, college hllilding does 
add &llb::,tantially t4> the re~idcntial content of the university, and 
therefore, ar,. I ::,aid, it if> an important step forward I)n the 
accepted lines. But It j:-. also of the nature of all adventure. As 
you :"ay, the umver"lty college (though you are not the first 
:-.peL1men of the ~,pecie&) h f>till a newcomer, and necessnrilr 
something of an experImental development :-.till. The essence 
of sncces::, lies in em-,UrIng that the tutorIal armIlgementl> are 
good. Otherwl:-'c rou will reallv remain only a hostel, with 
merely a colourable element of teaLhinjl. It is in the hope of 
making your tutonal :-.y&tcm real, living and efficient, that the 
GQ,vernment alreauy give yon a grant. I am sure that ~ou 
10 '!'.ot regard the present arrangement!. as more than tem­
porary. I understand that as yet you ha"e no I>Cparate plinL'ipul ; 
and that two teachers of the intermediate college nre ::,till 
nct!ng as part-time tutors here. It i& apparent, therefore, that 
some of the requi&ite equipment of a real univcrf>ity college 11> still 
lacking. You cannot under thcf>C condition:) really attain the 
intimacy, the unden.t.andi~, the per&onuJ touch. the individual 
gUluance, the impre&s 'bf <.haralter, which your address recognizes 
as the ideal, and which it:l, I agree, the very cs'>cn<.e of the college 
system. Therefore, I say to you, concentrate earnestly on this 
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particular feature of your scheme. At all costs seek out and 
appoint as principal and tutors picked men, whole-timers, men of 
academie learning and high character who, having the tastes, and 
living the lives of scholars, are yet human enough to understand 
the undergraduate's mind and to share and help hi:n in his diffi­
culties: men who, as the Sadler Commission put it, ' will exert on 
their pupils that kind of guidance which cannot be mathematically 
defined, not because the Weas on which it rests are vague, but 
because they lie too deep for words; because SJch guidance 
implies a sense of rightness of conduct directed as occasion 
arises, to the multiple and varied circumstances ot students of 
different temperament, upbringing and natural inclinations'. Every 
student in this college hhould know-not merely from information 
supplied by some typewritten allocation list, bolt as the result of 
personal trial-that there is olle amor.g his tutor!: who has made 
a special study of hil:i needs and progrehl>, and to whom he can at 
any time go, and go profitably, for advice. This establtl:ihrr.ent of 
real intimacy, of personal relationship tletween.teacher ana mught, 
is the gist of the whole matter; and you should stram every 
nerve to secure it. And as regards the alternatt ve courses of 
finding the necessary mone} yourselves, or of appealing to Gove'"Tl­
ment for it, there IS just this to be haid: r believe that your staff 
would work better, with more of a collegiate feelll1g and with 
more zeal for the cause, if they felt that the main source of their 
salary was the libemlity of private founderh, than if they knew 
that they were paid mainly from the pocket~ of the state, towards 
whom (I know from experience, both as donor and donee) it 
really is difficult for the ordlllHry man to feel more than a Wt 
vapid emotion of gratitude. Incidentally, too, you will b."the 
more deeply concerned to get good men, if it is your money that 
they are earning. 

Gentlemen, I thank you for inviting me; I congratulate ~u 
on 8 notable achievement; I urge you earnestly not to rest upon 
your oars; and with much pleasure I declare the college opel! and 
elve it my best wisheb. May it repfesent a real 8("'Cretion of 
strength to the senior university in the province; may it absorb 
and Rive out the highest conception both of individual effort and 
of corporate university life; may it be a living exposition of those 
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ideals to which we all are stret('.hin~ out, the desire for leami~. 
not for its commercial value, but for the beauty and ~oodness of 
the thing itself; and the development of the individual's faculties 
to the hi~hest, not so much in a spirit of emulation and prize. 
winning (althou~h these also have their value in an imperfect 
world), as in a spirit of brotherhood and comradeship, with the 
intention that their fruits may be dedicated to the service of 
one's country and fellowmen. 



AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE, CAWNPORE 

MR. DIRECTOR AND MEMBERS OF THE GOVRRNIN'G BODY OP 

'tHE CAWNPORE AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE,-

* * * * * 
I am not going to speak generally on the larger aspects of the 

vast problem on which yuur address bas touched. I refrain 
from doing so partly out of consideration for 

February 2, 1926 my colleague, the new Milllster for Agriculture. 
He has too recently taken over the important portfolio 
of a2'1'iculture for there to have been any time for discussion 
between him and myself of matters of policy and ·procedure. 
And, naturally, I do not wish to say anythmg to-day that may 
possibly prejudice any conclusions to which he may cQmf.'. I 
hope it i" unnecessary to emphasize the deep"interest which the 
Government take in the well-being of our greate"t provincial 
industry. But I will just tOllch on two points. First, when the 
Government of India asked us whether we favoured the idea of ,1 

Royal Commission on Agriculture, we repht.:d that we welcomed 
its appointment, be<.-attse we felt cel'taiu that such inQtlll'Y wa., 
bound to stimulate interest throughout the country in matters of 
vital concern to million:, uf its people, and hoped that from the 
considered recvmmendatiom, of the CommIssion great benefit 
would ensue; and, sec.ondly. upon the Question of how to make 
the best use of the excellent results which the agricultural expeff..; 
have put at our dispos<'l, I say. as I have said before, that-for 
spreading the result" of scientIfic research among the people the 
best a2'ent of all is the landholder. I am glad to hear tha~so 
many of the students do come from the landholding classes. 

The larger estates offer great opportunities for the introduc­
tion of scientific methods of agricultu~. It is not sufficiently 
realized that land management is a busine~ which has to be 
leanIt like any other business, It is, therefore, of the utmost im­
portanc.-e to the economic progress of the province that those who 
have to manage their own e~tates or who wish to take up the 
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profession of land agents should take the opponumty. which your 
diploma course offers. of gaini'lg the necessary knowledge and 
experience for their task. 

* .. * * * * 
It is usual on an o<''Casion like this to offer a word of encour-

agement and advil.:e to those who have completed tlleir &tudies 
and are about to enter UPOIl their future careers. There is no 
career, to my mind, which offers at present more opportunities of 
fruitful and beneficial service. We are, as I &aid, essentially an 
agricultural province, and agriculture is, and will remain for a long 
time, our predominant industry. It will depend appreciably on 
you whether we are to make a rapid advance in improved agri. 
cultural methods and practice, thereby increasinc the produce of 
the land and the contentmcut of the countryside; or whether we 
are to continue in the old familiar \V~ys, waging an unequal battle 
with the destructive forces of nature. If, throug:!l your initiative 
and alettness and capacity to deal with practicnl problems, you can 
inspire others with confidence in the knowledge and sdentific 
methods which you have acquired here, you will intk-ed have 
deserved well of your college, and will hu\"e rendered a notable 
service to your province. 

229 



UNVEILING OF AN EQUESTRIAN STATUE 
TO HIS EXCELLENCY SIR HARCOURT 

BUTLER AT LUCKNOW 

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,-A man about to unveil a statue 
to his predecessor in office, and desiring to present a verbal picture 

of him alike to those who knew him and to those 
Mareb S, 1926 who did not, may be forgiven, 1 think, if he envies 

the sculptor of the actual effigy the comparative ease of his task. 
A phrase once spoken-until it is forgotten-is quite as intractable 
as bronze and stone; but it is apt to catch the light in a greater 
variety of ways. • 

Sir Harcourt Butler has been my friend for a quarter of a 
centur~ .. and some of you will have known him for a decade 
longer. I think that to most of us two aspt'cts of the man pre­
eminently appeal. He i!> universally ackno\~ledged to be an 
administrator of supreme ability, and ne l!> also, in the best senile 

of the tenn, a frank and courageous partisan. He loves dealing 
with affairs on a large hcale; fet:ling the currents of men'!> thoughts; 
sensing the drift of thing!>; and hcizing the right moment and the 
right method in which to guide the course of events, !>o fal <is 
human judgment and will can !>hape them. But simultaneously 
he dof's not deign to conceal the fact that there are certain causes, 
certain people and ccrtam places for whil:h he has an cbpeciai 
affection. A concretel:.l::.e for \\ hidl he can do battle is dearer to 
him than greater abstractions, about whll:h men can only phi~ 
sophize. And it i ... appropriate that m thi!> capital, where muc~ of 
his work was done and to which he still feel" so strong an attach­
ment, his statue should be placed by the piety of those 'lho 
esteemed him lXlth a!> a Guvc.:n1or am} a~ a friend. 

No doubt it WUl> his early l>crvice as settlement officer in 
Sitapur and Kheri that gave ~lr Harcou~ his special interest, both 
in the great houses and in the ordinary ~ople of Oudh. He 
looked to men like Mr. W. C. Bennett, Mr. Irwin and Sir John 
Woodburn as his gurus in revenue matters, and he was always 
an advocate of that more sympathetic and lenient policy which has 
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been followed since in recent settlements. His brilliant work as 
secretary to Sir Antony MacDonnell's Famine Commission of 1901 
was naturally followed by a period of service as Secretary to 
Government,. in which he still maintained contact with Qadh; and 
in 1906 he succeeded to what was probably the post nearest to his 
heart in becoming Deputy Commissioner of Lucknow. I need not 
remind you of all that he did for the beautification of this city. 
You, Maharaja Sahib, have already reft:rI'Pd to that. He set about 
adorning this place with parks and trees and fountains and stately 
buildings, with the ardour of a lover who brings jewels to his lady. 
From Lucknow he was called away by Lord Minto to the Fore~ 
Secretaryship-a post which Lord Cunon once described as 
involving the highest degree of selection of all those open to the 
civil service. From the FOlOign Secretaryship he became Educa­
tion Memoor of the Government of Tndia, and had the satisfaction 
for five years of furthering the caU'>CI> of education and public 
health ~hroughout this va...,t country. His cotln&els were, I am 
sure, of great w(.l\ght in shaping some of the decisions of the 
supreme Government, which dId much to steady public opinion 
and to restore confidence in India under the first shock of wnr. 
From Stmla and lJt.lhi he went for three years to administer 
BUnTIa as Lleutenant-Governor, 11m] threw himself with undimjnish* 
ed zeal and intere!>t into the new prohlems of that fascinating- land. 
In February, 1918, he returned to his 0ld provin< .. 'e as Lieutenant­
GovenlOr, and when, shortly afterward." the cns]s of the War was 
upon us, his energy and influence en~ure(l that these provinces 
played a worthy part 10 the I>upreme effort which that "mergency 
.bmanded of all subje<:t<; of thc hing-Emperor. Three years Utter 
be~>ecame Governor under the Act of 1919. To him belon~s the 
credit of having irutiated and gwen a fnir l-tart to a !>Cherne of 
g~emment, which, whatever lt~ detractors may say of It, confutes 
them by continuing to function. Thi!> IS a high achievement. The 
circumstance!> 10 Nruch that !>chcme waf, launch(.>d were !X-'CUliarly 
dJfficu1t. Feebng ran high and there wal> wid~pread eCOllOID1C 

di!,trcSl>. Skill and couT'd.~e of no mean order were needed to !>teer 
the Reforms succe1>sl'.JU,. throuli:h the pcrilt. to which they were 
expor:.ed in thel>C pr()VlOce~ in the years 19:.?1 and 1922. Sir 
Harcoutt has already been head of a province for more than 
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twice the ordinary official lustrum. His administrative record 
dwarfs all his contemporariN', if not all his predecessors', too. 

Sir Harcourt Butler is never happier, I believe, than when be 
is creating new institutions. To his initiative Lucknow owes 
three of its finest possessions: the University, the Council Chamber 
and the new Zoo. It is no secret that, had not hard LInes super­
vened, he purposed to beautify this city further still with spacious 
roads, stately buildings, and hnpreSl>ive bridges. He would relish 
as epitaph what was said of Augustus Ca::sar, 'urbem lateritiam 
accepit, mannoream reliquit '. Much of what he intended must 
for the time being remain a vision only j but when better times 
come back, I hope that a more fortunate Government may be able 
to carry out his plam •• 

I have spoken of Harcourt Butler ab a man of state affairs, and 
as a creative force. No less characteristIc of him are hib large 
heart and warm sympathies. Perhapb what most commended him 
to the people of Oudh was the perception th~t he lmderbto?<1 their 
feelings and difficulties and sympathizeCl with-them. He never 
forgets a friend. He is a great believer in friendship a:, a force 
for good in the world. He wielded an immense per!'>onal influence, 
because he had intimate personal knowledge. No one can read 
the language of the last speeches which SIr Harcourt delivered in 
Lucknow without feeling how warm and genuine was hIS affection 
for this place, which he debcribed as having been to him • an 
inspiration of youth, a support in later year&, the abiding city 
beautiful, my Indian home'. It is 'mth great pleasure that I unveil 
this statue of him who h;J.s been fir&t Governor of this province, 
first in the brilliance of his service record. first in devotion to fur. 
interests of Oudh, and first ill the afiectlOns of its people. 
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TRUSTBRS A.ND GoVERNORS, LADms AND GRNTLEMEN,­

It is always a pleasure to me to come to the annual prize-li:iving 
MardI S. 1926 at La Martiniere College, even though I feel the 

handicap of having nothing vpry fresh or interest­
ing to say to you upon this, the third occasion. 

The Martiniere must always be an object of interest nnd 
concem to all lovers of education, becam.e its position is in many 
ways unique. You are fortunate in having what so many schools 
in India lack, an historic founder, substantial endowments, finp 
buildings, ~ne playing-fieldf>, amI a well-established tradition. All 
these are elements which have played a ~eat part in shaping the 
life of Engli~h public schools. Moreover, it cl)unts for somethin&' 
that this college is situated in the heart of India and on the bkirts 
of one of India's· great cities. Hill bchoo!!> and collclI!es have 
their advantages of climate, but they suffer in other ways from 
their comparative seclusion. For boys who, generally speakmg, 
are going to spend their lives in India, to be brought up in the 
real atmosphere of India, the India of the plains, is not without 
lts benefits, provided always that good management and the right 
spirit are able to overcome the adverbC influences of the seasons. 
This is, I understand, what the Martiniere, among the European 
educational institutions of the United PrOVllll.Cs. pre-eminently 
~ets out to do. 

* * * * * I have reached the point at which it is usual for the perbon 
presiding at a function like this to offer advice to a portion of his 
auciience, which. as he realizcb, probably regards him as not 
merely out of date, bUt as already long-winded. My predeces&or, 
Sir Harcourt Butler, bJXlke to you ahout the value of will-JXlwer 
and grit; the need for ~owing what you want and of resolvini' 
to attain it; the futi1ily-indetcl the fatality-of uncertainness of 
aim and infinnity of purpose. Sir Sam O'Donnell last year 
reminded you that we all live in an intet1bCly competitive world; 
and that it is daily b-!coming harder - not for you, nor for 
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members of the Europeal'.l or Anglo-Indian community only, but 
for everybody-to repose, not 1l{)<"1l your own merits, but on 
privilege, or shelter or special assistan('.e of any kind. I believe 
that both these speakers were right -and both put their points so 
clearly that there is no need for me to re-echo them. I want to 
end upon a slightly different note-a note of hope and promise. 
I have spent nearly thirty years in India now, and I think I see a 
decided change-and a change for the better-in the outlook of 
many members of the domiciled and Anglo-Indian commtmity in 
these provinces. They are facing facts more clearly and resolutely 
than they were of old; they are less disposed to regard themselves 
as an isolated community with peculiar claims upon the benefi­
cence of Government; and they are realizing that they will have 
to make good their place in the body politic largel} by their own 
efforts, and they are, generally speakmg, making • a worthy 
attempt to do so. 'l'his is all to the good. I am sure that La 
Martiniere College, Lucknow, has been, e!>pedally in recent years, 
a great influence in this direction. The ideal!;, the les.'ions. the 
spirit which this college inculcates-in fonn and chapel and 
playing-fields-arc exactly those to serve you in good stead 
through life. 

This Alma Mater of yours bears a name alike of dignity and 
of good omen-lhe n.lme • Constantia' -which is, being interpret­
ed, the faculty or, Jet me say rather, the \;,rtue of standing' with 
oneself', of standing on on~' s uwn legs, erect, four-square, 
unshaken. I hope that IOllg after I have ceased to be in touch 
with it, 'Constantia' Will carryon the good work; and that to 
the riehl'S of the Martlllierc's historIC past there may be add~ 
the fruition of a vi6"OrOUb and beneficent future. 
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