
published a resolution on this men.to­
raadbm, and inter alia recommended 
the establisbmeAt of technical schools 
at places where industries were cen­
tralised, and in large towns where a 
demand for superior skill might be said 
to exist. It ~as also recommended 
that each province should carrY out an 
industrial survey, and the question of 
pursuing a forward policy in matters of 
technical education referred to a sland­
ing committee of educational experts 
and prof!ssional men. 

In Bengal this industrial survey was 
made by an officer of the Civil Service 
who reported at the end of the year 
1890. and the second portion of his 
report dealing with the subject of 
technical education made the following 
proposals: 

(I) The institution of schools for 
mining students in connection 
with the coal mining industry. 

('l) The training of mechanical en­
gineers by the introduction of 
apprenticf's into the workshops 
connected with the State Rail­
ways. 

(~) The provision of special training 
for apprentices and intelligent 
workmen in the railway and 
canal workshops in Calcutta 
and environment:;,. 

(4) The institution of improved in­
dustrial schools and the en­
couragement of industrial 
classes. 

(Ii) The appointment of an inspt'Ctor 
to supervise industrial edu­
cation. 

(6) Private firms. Municipalities and 
District Boards to be encour­
aged to open technical schools. 

The report was reviewed by the Bengal 
Government in 1891, and it was de­
cided to push on with the training of 
mining assistants, to establish a hostel 
for the apprentices in the locomotive 
workshops at Kanchrapara. and to set 
up a textile weaving school at Berham-

pore. The poHey determined upop this 
report emphasised that the advance­
ment of technical edueation wu not a 
matter which could be pressed regard­
less of the demand or olteconomy, and 
it was clear that practical progrel!lB in 
this matter was more or less limited to 
the development of tne Bengal Engi­
neering College at Sibpur. for the pur­
pose of training civil engin&rs for the 
Public Works Department of Govern­
ment, and also the Calcutta Schodt of 
Art. It is significant that progress W8.8 

made contingent upon considerations 
of economy and the existence of a 
demand. 

DIFFICULTIES 

Important matters of thi!> kind when 
handled by persons with l:mited ex­
perience.'lnd with subordmation to con­
siderations of economy seldom get far. 
In this instance stagnation inevitably 
followed. as will be clear when it is 
understood that practically aU th .. 
recommendations made in the year 
1890 have only now been brought to 
fruition. and only that within the last 
decade. It is difficult to diagnose the 
causes of the slow progress made. tut 
judging from later experience it seems 
clear that the absence of scientifically 
trained leaders, in responsible positions. 
and the inability of the few prominent 
and successful industrialists to compre­
hend the supreme importance of tech­
nical education, and the necessity of 
putting into effect practical measures 
for its culture. left matters practically 
entirely to the pedagogic~ and other 
academical interests. 

There Wfll'e, of course, other difficul­
ties to contend with. by far the most 
substantial of which resided in-the 
lethargy and supineness of the general 
public. Ambition for an industrial 
career has nenr been com~on in the 
ranks of India's young intelligentaia~ 
Such application to industriAl n ....... it. 



as obtains toda7 ia of quite recent 
origili. Ambition. of this kind has had 
to be pOerated. and much seed sown 
has fallen upen hard and unreceptive 
ground. Folliwing India's hoary ira­
tlitions all manual and creative work 

. and haudicralts in village and town 
economy have been performed by the 
more humble members oJ the commu­
nity; peoplF wHo are largely denieti op­
portunities of culture, knowledge and 
ent.rprise by a rigourous quasi-reli­
gious social order. 

India's people ·undoubtedly possess 
unquestioned gifts and skill as crafts­
men, as well as mental acumen and 
intelligence 'flf the highest onler, but it 
still remains a comparatively ra.re 
phenomenon to find a combination of 
practical craftsmanship and high in­
telligence united in the one and the 
same personality. However, ~t seems 
certain that this state of affairs is in 
19!17 passing away, accelera.ted by the 
more effective measures now either in 
operation or on the point of establish­
ment for the promotion and practice of 
technir.al and industrial education. 

INDUSTRIAl, AND TE(",H NIC".A (, 

EDUCATION 

So far, however, we ha\'e only 
touched on the harsher aspects of the 
picture. It can be said that during the 
long incubation period the technical 
education torch was never entirely ex­
tinguished. It flared up vigourously 
here and there. For example, a tech­
nological institute was established with 
Governmen~ financial aid and encour­
agement in Bombay in the e&.rly years 
of the twentieth century. In tll~ year 
1901 & Conference of the Directors of 
Public Inatruction of the various prov­
in~ W&5 held at Simla to consider the 
questiOlU of the ioduatrial education of 
the peopiea'Of India. As a result of the 
deliberatioAs. the Director of Public 
Iutruction. Benpl. submitted a report 

lIS 

pro~ that & sehool\hoWd. be estab. 
lished for the pUrpole of liviD« iD~ 
struction in up-to.o..te methods fJf 
hand weaving, as, neIt to agriculture. 
handloom weaving constituted the 
most important industry of rural Bea· 
gal. A special comnfittee was then 
appointt!<l to constitute' enquiries into 
the economic conditions of the haod­
loom industry, the causes of its decline 
~nd to suggest remedial meuUftB. 
They were unanimous in their opinioo 
that the industry still posseMe<i great 
vitality and that it ('ould be revived 
and fostered by the introduction 01 By­
shuttle looms and by instruction given 
on modern methods of weaving. Ac­
cordingly, Serampore waslound as the 
most suitable centre in which opera­
tiODR could be commenced, and an 
Institute was opened there in 1908. 

In 1906 the Association for the Ad­
vancement of Scientifie and Industrial 
Education of Indians submitted pro­
posals for the establishment of a similar 
institution to that in Bombay for Ben­
gal. The subjects proposed for the 
new technological college were nine in 
number, namely, Mechanical Engineer­
ing, Electrical Engineering, Spinning 
and Weaving. Sheet Metal and Enamel 
Work, Industrial Chemistry, Dyeing 
and Paints, Ceramic, Silk, Mining and 
Metallurgy. This proposal was ex­
amined with the object of asccrtaiJIm, 
how far it would tresp8.88 lIpon the fu­
ture of the existing Civil Engineering 
College at Sibpur near Calcutta, which 
had hitherto been specifically devoted 
to the training of young men for poata 
in the Public Works Departlnent of the 
province. The proposal did not pro­
ceed beyond the dillCuuion atage. 

A t this lime the Madru Provincial 
Government was anxioua to promote 
industrial activitiea in ita province. and 
the general line taken ",sa that ita 
policy should incline to the develop­
ment ADd fostering of indu.triea in the 
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fint instance u·precedent to the intro· 
duction .of technical and W1ustrial 
schools. The t.ndency in Bengal, on 
the other hand, had always been in the 
direction of applying Government pol­
icy to the promotion of technical 
education apatt"rom the consideration 
as to whether actual industri~s were 
in existence or otherwise. This can be 
understood, inasmuch as Bengal has 
always been foremost amongst the 
provinces in India in regard to indus­
trial enterprise. Its proximity to the 
coal fields and the availability of the 
jute mODopoly as the basis of its great 
textile industry may be accepted as an 
adequate reason for this state of affairs. 
The line of policy advocated in Mad­
ras, how .. ver, did not commend itself to 
higher authority. It was indicated 
gencrally that any reasonable propo'ml 
for promoting technical education by 
itself would be encouragt>d, but any 
activity by Government agency in the 
direct promotion or actual industries 
was to be deprecated. 

Again. so far back a'! the year 1900 it 
had been proposed in Bengal that an 
experienced technical t>ducation expert 
should be appointed to supervise indus­
trial education. This proposal smoul­
dered for some time. In} 910 an officer 
of that descriptIOn was definitely ap­
pointed, in spite of dl'K'ouraging C'riti­
cism, and plact'<l undt'r the control of 
the Director of Public Instruction. the 
chief administrative officer of the gen­
eral Educational Department of the 
Government. Generally he wall to 
in!lpect iUch incipient technical schools 
and mdustrial classes as then existed. 
He was to kcep himself in close touch 
with tlle industries of the province Ilnd 
to tour in tbe districts not less than 150 
days in a year. Although the officer 
appointed was a man of considerabll' 
ability IUld experience of technieru edu­
cational schools in England. which ex­
perience he appears to have applied in 

an usidUOUB manner to the prograllllDt 
placed in front or him. little p~ 
Was achieved largely hf.cause this,01liceJ 
contracted malaria and had to be in· 
valified home. . 

DEVELOnn;NT 

It was unfortunatf' that administra­
tion of Bengal at this period was in 8 

state of flux. Three of iu..importanl 
divisions were transferred from its con­
trol and combined w th the districM!l of 
Assam under a local government of its 
own. The creation of a new province 
afforded an excellent opportunity for 
reviewing the position in regard to 
industrial education I-..nd qevelopment, 
and little time was lost in assembling a 
representative conference in the year 
11109 for this purpose. 

A most exhaustive survey of the 
pOSition -resultt'd. and a report was pre­
sentt>d embodying not lesl> than 70 
re~olutioll'l. The mam substance of 
these re!>olutions. however, resolved 
into thl' advocacy for the e'ltabli!>hment 
of a separate and Ilew Oepurtmf'nt of 
Industries by the 10(.'81 Government 
\\ Iio'le main functIOn!> were to be 

(a) The scientific investigation of in­
dustnal problem!>. 

(b) The collection and supply of 
information. 

(e) The pioneering of IIt'W industries 
and of improved processes, 

(d) The better organisatlOD of in-
dustries, a.nd . 

(e) The control of technical and in-
dustrial education 

The department was to ~ developed 
under the control of an officer u direc­
tor. assisted by an Advisory Board of 
responsible officials and interested nOD­
ofJicials and local gentlemen. This 
proposal was adopted by the Eastern 
Bengal and Assam Government. Its 
main difficulty was that 01 providing 
the necessary funds. While the schetWe 
received the blessing of both the Gov-



ernment of India and with some modifi­
cation of the then Secretary of State, it 
suifered the misfortune that by the 
time approval.~as received, that is, in 
the year 19U. the separate Govern­
ment of Eastern Bengal and Assam had 

. been dissolved. The torch was thus 
handed back again to the provincial 
Government of Bengal. 

While tll6lse considerations had heen 
occupying the attention of the new 
pro~nce of Eastern Bengal and Assam, 
the question of technical education had 
not remained entirely moribund. At 
this time the difficulty in Bengal was 
the existence and develnpment of the 
Civil Engine~ring College at Sibpur 011 

the outskirts of Calcutta. Wu.s it de­
sirable to develop this college into a 
large polytechnic institution, embr&<'­
ing every possible technical ,ubject. 
such as is included in the great Poly­
technics of the West, the Manchester 
School of Technology, or the great 
Gennan institution at Charlottenburg? 
If, again, development was to follow on 
these lines. should thf' polytechnir re­
main on the site at Sibpur, whirh till 
that time had bL'en notoriously un­
healthy, or should the location or the 
institution he moved to some central 
~ite in Calcutta where it would be in 
dose cont&<'t with the numeroulo indll'!­
tries of the city and its suburbs. or 
should the bold step be taken of el'('('l­
ing the institution in a healthy situa­
tion far removed from Calcutta? 

At this time a small night school was 
started in Calcutt.'\ for imparting tc('h· 
nical educaj.ion in mechanical and 
electrical subjl'Cts to the apprenti('es 
then employt'tl in the various enginf'er­
ing workshops. This school was estab­
lish«l largely through the enterprille or 
the staff of the East Indian Railway 
Company and of Mes&rs. Bum & Co., 
the latter bting one of the largest local 
eugineering concerns. 1£ the poly­
technic institution was to he developed 

in Calcutta, then it would naturally 
absorb th1s evening school within its 
scope, and this course _as agreed to by 
the Managing Committee of the night 
school. No decision was arrived at for 
some considerable time, and indeed it 
was not until some yeals,later that the 
final de<'ision was taken that the Civil 
Engineering College should remain at 
Sibpur, effl'Ctive measures being taken 
to improve its drainage and water 
supply on the score of health, the col­
lege being confined to its main purpose, 
that is, to that of providing Civil Engi­
ne<>ring and Mechanical and Electrical 
('ourses of a university standard. A 
corollary to this dedsion followed, that 
is, that the polytechnic institution 
should be an entirdy separate concern. 

IMPORTANT IKsuEIJ 

To 1111 these diS('UHHions another issue 
of vital importance always lay in the 
bl1ckground, whether this polytechnic 
institution was to remain undt'r tht' 
control of the- Edu('ation Department 
of Government, or whether its creation 
and d('vt'lopment WIlS to bt- handed 
over to a newly established Depart­
ment of Industries entirely separate 
froUl the Education Depltrtment-it 
being understood that the Dt'partment 
of (ndustriE's woul<l make it a cardinal 
feature of its poli('Y to auociste the 
industrial ('oncerns of the province in 
t'stahlishing the polytechnic inlltitution. 

The next Iltage at which t he impor~ 
tan('e of technical e<Juration was em­
phasised arose out of the ('onKiderationll 
advan('ed hy the Bt'ngal District Ad­
ministration Committee in the year 
1913. In dealing with the economic 
condition of the pt'OpJe t ht" (:ommitteell 
found that there was in existence a 
large educated class scattered through 
country villages, as well as in the few 
towns, who were all either rent receiv­
ers, salaried employees or professional 
men. Only a small portion of theae 



J*'IOU Jived a-life of productive activ­
ity • while they were found to be 
acutely consci&1s of their induatrial 
ineffectiveness. The Committee urged 
the desirability of adopting such reme­
dial and beneficent measures as would 
afford lOme Defief to the difficult eco­
nomic situation then existing. They 
considered that the most promising line 
of policy was to help persons of this 
character to take a part in organised 
industries. The fact that many at­
tempts 1t establishing natiopal indus­
tries had heen made in the troublous 
times that had followed the division of 
the province, showed that such devE'!­
opments were consonant with the 
ambitions of the educated youth of the 
country. 

It was thought that many of these 
indigenous enterprises had been pre­
vented from attaining economic success 
owing to a lack of technical knowledge 
and of the commercial experience nec­
essary to such ventures. The Com­
mittee were of the opinion that these 
defects might be remellied if Govern­
'ment came out with a bold policy of 
helping the people to establish small 
organisOO industries demOIlstrating the 
possibilities of modern mechanical ap­
pliances, and indeed of stin.udating the 
application to industrial and technical 
proce!lSeS in every possible way, and to 
this end the Committee again advo­
cated the setting up of a Department of 
Industries under a highly skillt'd ex­
perienced and competent director who 
had himself accumulated a comprehen­
siv,. industrial experience. the depart­
ment to l:.e entirely free from the super­
vision of tbe Department of Education. 

For this latter reason the Committee 
Were not prepared to advocate the pro­
poaals for the Calcutta Technological 
Institute and the University School of 
Engineering at Dacca as they stood at 
that time. They desired to lift the 
whole question out of the hands of the 

rcholastic Department of Ed.tion 
and develop it in conditions more 
amenable to the commemal and indus­
trial interests of the province. The 
COJD»littee also expremed its ronm­
tNn t.hat the newIy established De­
partment of Industries should be coHr-' 
dinated "'ith the existing CoBperative 
Credit and Agricult~l Departments. 
At this point another expemenced Gov­
ernment officer was deputed to mue an 
enquiry into, and report on the idUus­
trial development of the province. 

This officer also formed the opinion 
that the encouragement to industrial 
development by Government might 
take a more active i'OJm than had 
hitherto been the case, and he pressed 
for a forward policy in undertaking 
demonstration of possibilitie6 of manu­
facture_ ascertaining the ('ost of the 
same, tht" possibilities of markets and 
the margin of profit that might be ob­
tained, and quoted from the suceessful 
experience of the then existing Dt'part­
ment of Industries in Madras in this 
connection. The upshot of all theR 
!'!Chemes. investigations and reports was 
that in May. 1915. the Government of 
Bengal decided to establish its own 
Department of Industries-an action 
which was ultimately sanctioned by the 
Government of India and which led to 
the establishment of the post of Direc­
tor of Industries with a senior member 
of the Civil Service as the occupant in 
191~ . 

At this time the prosecution of the 
war and the fact that India was the 
base of the extensive military opera­
tions in Mesopotamia. and elsewhere. 
had made it necessary for Government 
to take a<'tive measures in mobilising 
men, material and manufactured '8rti­
des for war purposes. The post of 
Controller of Munitions as being re­
sponsible for these activitif,s was com­
bined with that of the Director ef 
Industries. hence it happened that the 
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newly established department was en­
tirely pre-oooupied with munition pro­
duetion and war work down to the end' 
of the year 191~. In 1920 the nucleus 
staff gradually pk up the threads of 
the many schemes previously adum­
brated and thus finally emerged as a 

• new and entirely intlependent Depart­
ment of Industries under an Indian 
Minister, ~a transferred subject, fol­
lowing' upon the reforms in Govern­
men.administration in 1919. 

EDUCATION~ PROGRAMME 

One of its first tasks was to lay down 
a comprehensive programme of tech­
nical and illdqstrial educatlolJ provid­
Ing such faCIlities for a student at any 
l>1age in the general education line. 
For example, next to agriculture the 
largest and most widespread rural J1l­

dustry is that of weaving. By ·meaD'> 
of the peripatetic weavmg schoollo. 
which have now been established to the 
number of 'l6, it is pOl><;ible for an al-

. most illiterate boy to ohtain a short 
course of instructIOn extendJllg over 
two month!'> by means of which a r-mnll 
income can be made by plying the fly 
shuttle hand loom. No fee il> charged 
for such instruction but, on the other 
hand, a small stipend is briven to a 
limited number of students. Admit­
tedly this only touches the fringe of the 
problem, but this is only the lowe'!t 
rung of the technical education ladder. 

Where a ·semi-literate boy can be 
maintained for a period of one year. 
he may obtain a more comprehensive 
training as an,.!lrtisan weaver, in silk or 
cotton weaving and dyeing, at the 
various district Well ving schoolB, th(' 
central Serampore Weaving Institute, 
or the~Si1k Weaving Institute at Bt-r­
hampore. Again for boys who are 
semi-literate with some knowledge of 
English. artil4U1 classes in woodwork 
and.lIblithy work are available at SIOaU 
bandieratu or t.echnical IIChools situ-

ated in ten of the pr&cipal diltrict 
towns of tlle province. Scbolanhipa or 
stipends are available to.large numbers. 
and after a course of t.Juee years in 
these schools a boy, who has shown &DY 
application at all. is able to commaud a 
salary of its. 40 per moh\h as a work­
man in the various water works. jute 
presses, and other small factories exist­
ing in the rural districts. 

The departm~nt has also embarked 
upon a policy of extending the numbers 
of these technical schools and oalso of 
increasing the scope of th~ instruction 
given in the same in co15peration with 
District Hoards and local bodies. The 
improved schools are called Junior 
Technical Schools. They include 
workshop courses in which the primary 
madline tools such as lathes, drilling 
machines, circular saws, planing ma­
chines, pneumatic smithy hammers. 
ek, are installed, and they contain 
sufficient equipment to familiarise boys 
up to 15 or 16 years of age, literate in 
English, in the elements of industrial 
machinery and processes, with the ob­
ject of winning them into organi8ed 
industry. It is realised that while 
such training will not make firsf;-elasa 
fitter llie<'.hanics or machinists, such as 
are required for Bnd are trained in large 
fltctorie~ and the railway workshops. 
nevertheless, training of this kind will 
make It possible for the sons of local 
gentlemen, with some financial re­
sources, to organille and embark upon a 
small scale industry Buch &3 a motor 
garage repairing workshop, rice mill. ice 
f urtory, etc . 

.\ furtht'r opportudity available to 
hoys of limited education with some 
knowledge of English i. the training in 
surveying for posts as surveyors. UlU· 

aUy known as Amin... This training i. 
given at four of the technical lIChoo!.. 
and for a very small fee .uJ6cieDt in­
struction is given to enable a boy to 
obtain employment in the .urveying 



liDe under estate proprieto1'8, tuunici­
Jmlities. Revenue Department of Gov~ 
ernment and tIO on. A further and 
more comprehensive training enabling 
boys to pass an examination held by 
the Survey Education Advisory Board 
is given at tqe"senior Survey School at 
Mainamati. The boys who- success­
fully pass this course get employment 
as certificated surveyors under local 
bodjes, Public Works Department, etc., 
on a salary from Rs. 50 to 150 per 
month.· Arising out of this course op­
portunities are provided for eight stu­
dents who have passed the Survey 
Board Final E'xamination each year to 
proceed to the Bengal ('oal fields. where 
they are given a spe(~ial training in mine 
surveying work. 

Aov ANCED INSTRUCTION 

So rar only the facilities available to 
boys with a less standard of education 
than the University Mutrieulation 
:;tandard has been considered. For 
those boys who have arrived at the 
matriculate stage a much larger field 
for technical and industrial instru('tion 
is availablf'. In threc of the distri('t 
techn~al schools and also in the Dacca 
&-hool of EngineE'ring, a two-year 
course is givt'n in t'lem£'ntary engineer­
ing subject!! combint'd with simple 
workshop training in carpentry and 
smithy work. which enables such boys 
to find openings under the District 
Boards and otht'r publi(' 1000ai authori­
ties. or even IlS contraetors or sub­
overseers, that is, the supervisors' posts 
nt'Cessary for carrying out road ('on­
struction, water supply. drainage 
schemes. etc. Here again the salary 
availaole after such training is not 1e'ls 
than Rs. 40 per month and may go 
much higher. 

There is in addition at the Dac<.'a 
School of Engineering. a further course 
of training up to the Overseer Standard 
of the Public Works Department. The 

COUl'Be occupies two years 10Dpl' and 
with one year's practical tFaining u.nder 
·the Public Works Department, or other 
Nltisfactory experienc~ admiSsion to 
tnt: Upper Sllbordin~e Engineering 
Service of the Public Works Depart­
ruent is possible. The department also 
maintains courses of instruction in' 
ruining in the coal fields. A It'{.o{ure 
hall has been built at Sitaympore, and 
a lecturer with academical qualifica­
tions and a first-class colliery .man­
ager's certificate is "'esponsible for a 
three-year course of If'ctJlres covering 
the whole range of relevant technical 
subjects including Surveying. Princi­
ples of Coal Mining, .~pplication of 
Mechani('al and Electrical Engineering 
in Collieries, etc. 

The sfudf'nts who finish the course 
and pass the examination at its ('ondu­
sion s~tisfactorily, have possibilities 
for employment as colliery managers. 
When the present slump in the coal 
fields disappears. prospects of employ­
ment in this line will undoubtedly be 
good. A first-class School of Mines 
and Geology, aiming at the same 
standard as the Royal School of Mines 
in London, has been established b:v the 
Government of India in the centre of 
the ('oal fields in Dhanbad. The Ben­
jl;al Government provide four scholar­
ships. one of which is available at this 
School of Mines, to one of the students 
who pasSt's the three-year course of 
lectureship under the mining instructor 
at Sitarampur. 

TEX'fILE8 AND T ANMNO 
• Serampore is traditionally identified 

with the textile industry in Bengal from 
the time of the Danish settlement. In 
this town, some 15 miles from Ca~utta. 
the department is building up a Cen­
tral Textile Institute equipped with 
modern textile weavift~ machinery. 
testing laboratories as well as facilities 
for instruction in dyeing and fancy 
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weaving with hand fly shuttle looms. 
Young-men of the Matriculate Stand­
ard taking the higher three-year course 
of this Inlltitutc get the whole course 
free. For a number of students sti­
pends sufficient -ror their maintenance 
a.re provided and there are large and 
developing posbibilities of employment 
in the cotton mills, numbers of which in 
Bengal are increasing, or as teachers in 
the ever exp~nding schools of instruc­
tion QI' demonstrations now being given 
allover the province for the improve­
ment of the hand loom weaving indus­
try. As time goes on the increasing 
number of textile factories under In­
dian management in Bengal will inten­
sify the demand for practically trained 
intelligent young men in the principles 
of the textile industry. 

Another branch of training for which 
the new Department of Industries is 
entirely responsible is that provided in 
the Bengal Tanning Imtitute in the 
outskirts of Calcutta. Here Govern­
ment maintain a smull experimental 
tannery together with It fully equipped 
leather chemi~try laboratory and a 
two-year course in thf' laboratory, and 
in all the operatlOn~ of a practICal tan­
nery, from the fle!>hing of the raw hide 
to the finished leather, whether by the 
vegetable or chrome processes, is avail­
Ilble. Here again scholarships or sti­
[>ends are provided as an inducement to 
1eserving students. Tho!oc who have 
ILpplied themselves to this two-year 
~ourse with industry have found service 
n existing tanneries or have heen able 
to launch out and establil'>h small tan­
ileries or leather working fact vries of 
their own. 

NEED FOR TEf'HNICAL TRAINING 

Tec&nical edl1cation first came into 
~rominent public attenti.)n in regard to 
the needs of the mechar.ical engineer­
ng industry. And it was for this indus­
:ry "that the first efforts to establish an 

. -
evening technical schooJ-Were made in 
Calcutta. • The need for technical 
training to apprentices.in large engi­
neering workshops has been vocal for a 
number of years. Arising out of a de­
veloping opinion ill this direction. the 
Government of Bengd appointed a 
representfttive committee' to examine 
the position. and from the deliberatiOlUl 
of this committee there has emerged the 
schf>me for a Board of Control for 
Apprentice'lhip Training as wt'll as the 
scheme which has ultimately res\llted in 
the establishment of the large Tech­
nical School in Calcutta. 

Under the Board of Control for Ap­
prenticeship Training, tilt' chairman of. 
which i!o the Director of Industries. and 
whose members rt'present the lar~ 
estubJished mechunicul und electrical 
industries, railway workshops, etc., an 
examination iI. hdd twice in every year 
which determines the number of young 
men who must Imv(> generally pas8t'd 
the Matriculation Standard in the 
generullil1e, and who have the requisite 
qualifications for training as appren­
tices in various workshops. }<'rom the 
list of boys who have pasHed this ad­
mission examination, various work­
shup:, splect their apprentices taken on 
each year. 

Apprentices employed at the large 
locomotive and carriagt' work!>hops of 
the E. B. Railway, Kallchrapara. ar(> 
given their technical training in a four­
year course at the Kanchrapara Tech­
nical School, wl.ich hall been huilt and 
staffed by the Industries Department 
of the Government of Bengal. Sixty­
six young men are now being tralDed in 
tht' school, and all of tltem have the 
chance of emploYJDc.'llt under the rail­
way subsequently. After their four­
year course they are eltaminec:1 by the 
examiners appointed by the Board. who 
issue a certificate depending on the 
results or the same, while the beat stu­
dents have thf' chance of passing on to 



• the BeIipl ~ CoUege, Sib-
~ and there qualify felt the full 

; diploma in Mpanical and Electrical 
Engineering issued by that college. 
For apprentices employed in tbe vari­
oua engineering workshops in Calcutta 
and its neighbourhood, similar oppor­
tunities of training are provided at the 
Calcutta Technical School erected by 
the Government of Bengal in the centre 
of the city on a suitable site and at a 
total cost of nearly £80,000. 

The .nucleus of a similar technical 
school has been started at Khargpur. 
the site of the railway workshops of the 
B. N. Railway, as also under slightly 
.different conditions at Ule Ishapur 
Rifle and Metal and Steel Factories of 
the Government of India near Cal­
cutta. A technical school of this kind 
is also in contemplation near Chitta­
gong, where the works of the Carriage 
and Railway Works of the A. B. Rail-

way are situated. Students who put 
the practical and technical ~ 

·under the Board of Control for Appren­
ticeship Training thus beeom.'e!igib1e 
(CIt the supervi8CJ1l1 ajd higher grade 
POllts ill tile railway !lervicea, aa weU as 
in the ordnance factories and otheJ: 
large engineering concerns .ituated in 
Bengal. 

In conclusion it can' be said that the 
policy being pursued by this J'Jof'W but 
important Government depa.rb:npt is 
to set up model institutions both in the 
industrial and more rural centres, of the 
character most fitted to the local in­
dustrial needs and to involve and sub­
stantially encourage all unofficial effort. 
both by private or local civic bodies to 
emulate and develop the same. The 
prospt'Ct of real development on these 
lines is one of the most prominent fea­
tures itt the expansion and progress of 
the prOVJDCc. 



Oz:igin and Growth of Journalism Among.lndians' 
By R.uuNA.NDA CHATl'ERJEE, M.A. 
Editor, "JIodmI &ftcrtI! and PNlfIIU'i. Calcutta 

'NEWSPAPERS in their modern 
• se1UIe began to be first published 

in India during the British period of 
Indian hist.ry. The first newspaper 
publislied in India was the Bengal 
Goufte, generally known as Hiclrey's 
Gazette. or Journal, from the name of 
its founder. It was first published in 
January, 1780. The first newspaper 
published in any Indian langUAge was 
the $amachar-Darpan ("Mirror of 
News ") in Bengali. Its first number 
was issued on May ~8, 1818. The 
famous missionaries. Ward. Carey and 
Marshman, published it from ,5eram­
pore, which was then a foreign, that is 
to say, non-British settlement. Re­
garding early Bengali newspapers, it 
is stated in the Friend of India ror 
July, 18~6: 

The first in point of age is the Sumachar 
DUt'pan, published at the 8f>rampore PreM, 
of which the first numher appeared Oil thp 
t3rd May. 1818 .... The next two papers 
are the Sumbad Kaumudi and Sumbad 
Clwndrika. . . . The youngest of the pa­
pers is the Teemer lVauauck-"The Dt'­
Itroyer of Darkness." 

The Sumbad Koumudi was founded and 
edited by Raja Rammohun Roy. He 
also founded and edited a Persian 
newspaper, named Jlirat-ul-Akhbar, 
or "Mirror of Intelligence." Another 
purely Indiat newspaper, the Bombay 
Samachar, in Gujuati, was first pub­
lished in lSi!!. Of all these l'arly 
papqrs only the Bombay Samachar still 
exists. The circulation of all tht'1'!e 
papel'S was necessarily very small. 

couraged and persecuteQ, and their 
activities were seriously restricted. 
Those in power could not brook any 
criticism. Editors were sometimes 
punishetf for the publication of even 
harmless news. From the year 1791 
to the year 179!}, se\cral editdn were 
deported to Europe without trial. 
whilst many more Were censured and 
had to tendt'r abject apologies. It is 
not necessary to (ollow in detail 
chronologically all the regulations and 
laws affecting the press in those early 
days. Hut as specimens of such legis­
lation, the following passed by the 
Bengal Goverllm('nt in 1799 may he 
quoted: 

No pB.pt'r to ht' published at all l1ntil it 
shall have 1)("('11 prt'viously inspC('ted by the 
Secretary to thl' Gov('mmt"nt or by a ~ 
authorized by him for that purpot!e. 

The penalty for offending againal ally 
one of the above rt'gUlatioDS to he immedi. 
lite (>mbarkation for Europe. • 

How the pre'lS was looked upon by 
the authorities in thollC days willappea.r 
from the following extract from the 
Bengal Government's scheme (or the 
publication of a newspaper at its own 
expense: 

From thea very beginning the press 
wu looked ft:pon with di.favour by the 
Briti.b Authorities. Editors were dis-
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The incre&lle of private printiDi preueI 
in India, unlieensed, however coatrolled, 
is an evil of the first mllfJllitude in itt COIl­

!leqU('l1ce8. Of this sufficient proof it to be 
found in thPir IlCADdalotts outrlqJee from the 
year 1798 to 1798. Useless to litAnture 
and the public, and dubiowlly profitable to 
the ~u1ators. the-y lIetVe ooly to maintaia 
in needy indolence a few Europeaa .dYeD­
tl11'ef11 who are found unfit toGpfJe in any 
c.red.itabJe method oIlU~ 

The Marquess of Hastinp did not 
like to plaee peat re.strictions on t;e 



liberty or the press and abolished prell.S 
ceneprship during the la.tter part of his 
administration. The rules promul· 
gated by him ~ere less stringent than 
those which had been in force pre­
viously. They were as follows: 

The editors qf hewspapers are prohibited 
from publishing any matter coming under 
the following heads: 

1. Animadversions on the mf'.8!Iurt's and 
proceedings of the Hon'hle Court of Di­
rectors or other puhlic authoriti(·s in Eng­
land, connectf'd with the Govt'mment of 
India, or' di8(IUisitionll on political tram­
actions of the local IH\ministratll)JI, or 
offensive rt'mark~ levt'Ued at the public con­
dud of the members of the cOllu('il. of tilt' 
jbdges of the Supremt' Court. or the JAlrd 
Bishop of Calcutta. 

i. Discussions hln ing 11 teudt'lI(' y to 
creat(· alann or SIISPI('IOll among th(, nativl' 
population of any intt'nd('d mtl'rCl'rt'Jl('(' 
with their religion or ohservall(,l'S. 

S. The repuhlication from Engli~h or 
other Il('wspaJJ<'rs of pal!~ages cOlllmlt under 
any of the abow' }lC'acls or othl'rv. I~(, ('31-
culated to aff('{'t the Bntil.h pOlH'r or f('pU­

tation in IIJ(i1a. 
4. PrivatI" !I('andal and pt'rsonal r('mark., 

on individuals tending to t'x('itt' (hlo( U!o~I()lI 
in !lO('icly. 

Immediately after the abolition of 
pres/; censorsllip •• Tame'! Silk Bucking­
ham, editor of the Ca[rufr'a .lollma/, 
incurred the displeasure of the authori­
ties. Lord HastiJlg~ did not want to 
take any extreme step against him. 
But his Sll('ccssor, Adam, a civilian \\ ho 
officiated as Governor-Gem'ral (or some 
time, ordered him to leave the cOllntry. 
Soon afterwards. on March U. 1l)~,J, 

. a Rule and Ordinllnce was passed, cur­
tailing the Hbt'rtyof the prt'ss. Accord­
iJ"g to an Act of the British Parliament. 
18 Geo. III. Cap. 6:J. t'very I'<'gula­
tion made by the G·overnor-General 
of India then required to be sanctioned 
and registered by the Supreme Court 
before it passed into law-a provision 
ININIequently repealed. Belit'ving that 

a free press is one of the best safegwmfa 
of !itJerty, Raja Rammohun Ro, peti­
tioned the Supreme Court against the 
press ordinance; an.<J, w!ten that'proved 
~na '.'lO;iling, he appealed to the King in 
C(>llllcil. which also proved fruitless. 
In the opinion of Miss Sophia Dobson. 
CoUett. one of the Raja's biographers, 
the memorial to the Supreme ('ourt 

may he rt'garoed as the AJ'(<Op&gitica of 
Indian history. Ahke in diction and in 
argunwllt. it fonns a nohl Q landmark iPl the 
progre~~ of Engli!lh Culture in the East. 

The ~amt' writer oh!lerves that 

tIl(' app('al i~ oUt' of the noblf'St pi('('e~ of 
Engh,h to v. hlch Rammol un put his hand. 
1t~ r..Ltt(>ly pt'rlOd~ and !lot less stately 
thought rf'('all the doqucnc(' or the great 
orat')r~ of a (,{,f1tllry ago. In H l'lnguage 
and style Cort \ ('r a~~(,lllt('(1 "itll tll(' glo­
now; vllld)('atioll of hbl·rty. it illvokt'S 
against till' arhltrary ('xt'r('i'le of British 
PO\\ t'r the prlllPipie'l and tradItions which 
art' dl~tinetl\ (' or Hrlh .. h hl~tory. 

It ... hould he statt'd here that Lord 
JIa ... tings ellcourage,i journali!>rn in 
Iudi,t by ailo'WlIlg the Samo .. har-[}or­
pall, publIshed by tht' Serampore 
mi~"ionarJes, to he carried by the po 'It 
offiee at ollt'-fourt h t he usual rates of 
po .. tage. 

ep to the year 18!1,'j the pre!os was 
('onfint'd mo.,t ly to the l'residency 
to'W ns. Subsequently it spread to 
other cities also. During the :\lutiny 
Lord Canning passed tllt' Gagging Act 
to curb the h('enbt' of a few papers and 
to prevent the puhlicatiou of news 
which might bt' prejudicial tv puhli(' 
interests. It was in force 'or only one 
year. 

In the ~·t'ar 1858lhere were 10 Angler 
Indian papers and 'l5 Indian papers. 
It is stated in the .. 18iati.c JCflmuil (or 
August, 1826, that "the number of 
newspapers puhlished in the languages 
of India. and dt'signed solel~ for native 
readers. has increased. in the Ctlurse of 



OtuGtN AND (;aoWTll OF lOUaNALlSM AlIONG lNDt&.NB 1_ 
eeven years, from one to six. Four of by the ,Qassing in 189~ of section INA 
theie are in Bengali and two in of the Indian Penal Code in ita p\-eeent 
PersVm." These facts give us solb:e fonn and by the intnKl11Ction into the 
idea of the ~gress of journalism from Penal Code of section ISSA and into 
1819 to 1858. the Criminal Procedure Code of aeetion 

During 1918 the following newspa- 108. For dealing with papers inciting 
pen and periodicals were published: to political murder of to other acta of 
in Madras, 2M; Botnbay, 140; Bengal, violenre, the Government paaed the 
858; United Provinces, 859; Punjab, Newspaper (Incitement to Offences) 
264; BUrJila. 85; Bihar and Orissa, 59; Act in 1908. 
Central Provinces and Berar, 29; Delhi, 
28t total, 1,521. The figures for the 
year 1924-2,5 were as follows' Madra),. 
597; Bombay, 81'6; Bengal, 632; United 
I)rovinces, 51:10; Punjab, 390; Burma. 
139; Bihar and OrIS'lIl, 117; Central 
Provinces and BeTar. 68; :\iisam. :35; 
Delhi, 75' total 3,-\. ~9. These ij~res 
show that m the ('ollr.,e of ahout .,even 
years the number of jourllal~ had more 
than doubled, partly OWIng, It l~ he­
lieved, to the repeal of )'ome penal and 
restrictivE' pre),!> la\\.., m ] 9'!'l. No 
informatIOn is available a'l to how 
many of them were \nglo-Indmn and 
how many lllliian. But hy far the 
large.,t part of t he pre.,., in I nelia i'i 
Indian, nnmhermg OH'r 650 lIe\\!>­
paper., in 1927 (excludmg ppriodiC'al.,). 

Some idea of the re.,trl('t1v<, pre ... ., 
legislation before and durmg the ;\1 utmy 
has been given above The prc~cnt 
Press and Registration of Books Ad 
was passed m 1867. The Vernacular 
Press Act, which did not affect pap<'r'l 
conducted in Engll' .. h, wu<; passed by 
the Viceroy Lord I.ytton m IS7S. It 
is believed that Its (·hief object wa..'! to 
kill or cripple the .fmrita /lazar Pat­
rika, which.was then a Bengali wC<'kly 
But that object wa.., fru.,trated hy the 
conductors of the paper bringmg It out 
in English from the very next wC<'k 
aft. thE' passing of tht Act It wa .. 
repealed in 188~ during the Vlt'C­

royalty of l.ord Ripon From that 
date till 1907 there was no direct press 
~tion.· But what i~ called .. sedi­
tion" bas been sought to be eradiCAted 

THE PRES.,;! ACT OF 1910 

The Indian Press Act was"passed in 
I9l(). .h to this Act the Indian year­
book of 1927 states' 

Th(' Act Ill'als, not only with indtemt'tlQ 
to murder and a<'t.~ of yjoil'nee, but II.l8Cl 
with oth('f spedicd dassc.s or pul.Jlishe<! 
matter. iudutilllg any words or signs tend· 
11Ig to ~('dU(,l' soldlcrs or saliol'8 from theil 
IllleglJ.lI(·e or duty, to hrmg into hatred OJ 
((mtf'tnpt tIll' British GOY('rllment, any 
Nabvt· I'rlIl('(', or Imy sel'tlon of lIiI 
l\lIlJt·~t~··~ ~llhW('t~ In lmha. or to intiml' 
datl' puhls< ~('r\ !tilts or puhli(' individUAls. 

TIlt" dltrt'fI'Ut 'I\.'dlon'l of thl' Act have in 
\ 1(-" ([) l'olltrol over pn"'II('s aud mean! 
of puhhl'lltIOIl. (II) control ov('r ,)ublilthl"l'8 
of ll(·w~p!ll .... r!t, nu) ('ontrol over the im­
portll tlon III to BritIsh India and the traruJ­
ml ...... 101I hj- til(' po~t of ohJeeb()nabLe mutter; 
(I \) til(' IIIlPPI"'H~IOn of !K'dltIOll8 or 01>­
J{'( tlonahl(, ncwt!pllpt'rs, hooks, or other 
dl)('UJll(-nt~ wlwn'vcr (ound. 

Ih the autumn of 1917 th(" Government 
of india had hcgun to cOllllider the de­
slrIlIJllll;\, of m()(hfymg at least olle IIC-'Ction. 
of lh(' Pr('!!S Aet to wbicb great ("xception 
had b('CI1 taken Oil 1ICC0unt of the wide 
p()\H'r~ that It gave. }<'inally, after more 
than once consulting I,()ew Governments, 
11 CommIttee was appointed in February, 
ll~ 1, after II. deha.. m the Ugi.elative· 
.\womhh. to exam me the PI'CIIII awl u.ep.. 
tralion of IklOu Act. 1867, and the Ind., 
J>n-'IIS .\ct, )910, and report what modific!a.. 
bons wt're required In the existing law. 
That Committee made an unanimOWl report. 
III July, IM1, recommending: 

(1) The Pl'ClJ!I Art should be repeeled. 
(i) 1'11(' Newlpapet"8 Incitement. to 

otJenC('ll Act. should Ix- rt"ptlII.led. .• 



I: • 

(I) The Pr6I ud J1ePt.ratioD ~ 
.... Act and the Poet 0fIice Act 
thouJd be ameqded where n~ to 

I ueet the conctUsioas DOted below: (G) 
the aame of the editor ahould be inlIcribed 
011 every iMue of a DeWIpApeI' and the 
editor ahouJd be subject to the same 
Habilitie8 .. ~·printel' and pubiiaher, .. 
retarda crimiDat and civil resPoDlibili­
tiee; (b) any penon registering under the 
Pre. and Registration of Books Act 
Ibould be • major as defined by the 
Indian Majority Act; (0) local Govern­
ments ¥Wuld retain the power of con­
fiscating openly seditious leaflets. subject 
to the owner of the press or any other 
pel'IOll aggrieved being able to protest 
before a court and challenge the seizure 

'of such documents, in which case the 
local Government order.ng the confisca­
tion ahould be caned upon to prove the 
leditious character of the documents. 
(d) The powers conferred by sections ] S 
to 16 of the Press Act should be retained, 
Cuatoms and Postal officers being em­
powered to seize seditious literature 
within the meaning of section 124A of the 
Indian Penal Code subjt"Ct to review on 
the part of the local Government and 
challenge by any persons interested in the 
GO\U'taj (6) any per!IOn challengmg the 
orders of Govemment mould do so m the 
local fIigh Court; (f) the term of lIU­

priaonment prescribed in sections 12. IS, 
14 aBd 16 of the Press and RegIstration 
dI Books Act should be redu<'t'd to SIX 

monthaj (g) the provisions of section 16 
of the Press Act should he reproduced 
in the Preas and Registration of Books 
Act. 
Effect was given to these recommendl4-

tiowJ during the year 19i2. 

:m 1927 an Act was passed makinll: 
it a 8J*i6o offen.se to intentionally 
iuult Ol" atte'mpt to insult the religion 
it to outrage or attempt to outrage 
u., religious feelings of any class of 
Emperor George V's subjects in India. 

'l'mIl ETHICS 01' JOUruU.L18M 

It it only in recent years that some 
b4tan journalt have been started 

maisJlr as busineIa enta'priles. 1'(I1l0l 
wetly Indian new8papeH for the moat 
WJed to be conducted mainly with the 
oblt-ci or serving the country. • I do 
not mean to suggest t,.t no journal 
conducted for peeunaa.ry gain can do 
good to the country. though in starting 
and running newspapere the sole or 
chief object should not be money. 
It is true, newspapers ~t be con­
ducted without money; but sufficient 
money can be earned for runnin8 a 
journal without sacrificiag moral prin­
ciples and public good. The average 
young Indian journalist who works 
for money takes to the profession with 
a high ohject. His achievement can, 
however, only be commensurate with 
his character, attainmf'nts. capacity 
and Industry. 

Ours is a very difficult task. I shall 
point out the difficulties with reference 
to Indian conditions. We have to serve 
and please many masters. The staff 
of those journals which are owned by 
capitalists have to serve them. They 
may not in all cases have to do thpj)' 
bidding directly, but there is indirect. 
perhaps unconscious, pressure on their 
mmds. But even in the case of those 
journalists who are proprietors of their 
own papers, there are other masters to 
serve and please. There is the circle 
of readers. drawn from all or some 
political, social. religious (orthodox or 
reforming), or communal sections. 
There are the advertisers. And last of 
all, one must not offend thf'l ruling 
bureaucracy beyond a certam more or 
less unknown and unknowable point. 
Having to serve so many masters, we 
may seek to be excused for not listen­
ing. above all, to the voice of the Mas­
ter within, speaking through our 
conscience. But there can be no 
excuse. Ours is a sacred duty. We 
must not sacrifice our con~iet.iona for 
any advantage whatsoever: Great is 
the temptation to play to the ,..",; 



bat dur tMk ia fA) moaJd and guide .. 
well '.. to ,we publicity to public 
~ . 

AD endowec;t newspaper may prob.­
ably be ~ beyond some of the 
direct and indirect intluences spoken 
of above. But these intluences are not 
always harmful. However, the E'X­

perirnent of an endowed nf'wspaper is 
worth tryjog.' Though not euctJy 
endowed, the Freeman of America 
w .. conducted for some years success­
fully under a guarantee of its deficits 
being paid by a public-spirited lady. 

INDlA,N JOURNALISM TODAY 

It ~ obvious that the spread of 
literacy and education has greatly to do 
with the progress of journalism and 
journalistic success. Political freedom 
and economic prosperity are other fac­
tors in such progress and· success. 
Religious and social freedom also are 
indispensable for progress in journalism. 
Indians are for the most part illiterate" 
only 8!l per thousand persons, aged 5 
and over, being literate. India IS also 
a dependent country subject to strin­
gent and elastic laws of sI;'dltion, etc. 
Our religious and social superstitiolls 
are another obstacle. And, last of all, 
India is a very poor country. No 
wonder, then, that we possess only a 
small number of journals compared 
WIth other peoples who are more edu­
cated. more prosperous and politically 
and sociaHy free. 1'he following table 
will give some idea of the posltton we 
occupy in the field of journalism. The 
figures are t,.ken from the Statesman's 
Year-Book lor 1927: 

The table shows that in proportion 
to ber popul4tion India po88e8lle8 a 
mu~ amallet number of newspapers 
and periodicala than the countries 
lWDed above, which are all politicalJy 
fne aDd more educated and prosperous. 

III ~ut the mbe Dumber of India's jour. 
naIs plrbapa gives an exaggerated 

• • .. 

Indsa S18.Mt.480 ...... 
Canada USB,US 1",. 
UnIted States of • America 11.5.8'78.800 18 •• 1 
Japan . 

61.081.934 ... 
Chtle S.963.f6t -
·idea of her progress in this respect. 
For. whereas in United States 01 
America, Japan, etc., many DeW8-

papers and periodicals have sales ex­
ceeding a million each. no journlm 
Iudia has a Circulation of even 50.008. 
most papers having a circulation of only 
a few hundred or a thouli&nd. 

Though India. has a large fpoputa.­
tion, the multiplicity of languages 
spoken there, added to the prevailing 
illiteracy, stands in the way of any 
vernacular journal having a very larp 
circulation. Of all vernacular. Hindi 
is spoken by the largest number of per­
sons, namely, ahout 99 millions.' But 
unfortunately all the Hindi-speak.ing 
regions in India are among the moat 
illiterate 10 the country. M"reover. 
a.~ the bpcl!.kers of Hindi live in four 
or five dillerent provinces, and. .. 
owing to di'ltance and olhe>1' caUJel, 
papers published in one province do 
not circulate largely in others. Hindi 
papers cannot under present circum­
stances have a large circulation. About 
50 millions of people speak BenpIi. 
Most of them live in Bengal. But 
owing to most of them being illiterate, 
Bengali journals aIIJo cannot have •. 
large Mrculation. Each of the 0itIII!r~ 
vernaculars is spoken by leu thaD td 
millions, aDd several by onJy • few 
hundred thousand.. Some paper. c0n­
ducted in EngliMb, partjcuJuly thote 
0\\'1100 and edited by Britiahen, eir­
cula~ in more than ODe provigpe. 
The Britisb-owned ADd Bri~ 



pepen aremO~rOilpel'OUB than Indian 
QQeI: because the British J>joumers 
here are well-t,e..do and can all buy 
papers, and the adults among them 
are all literate. Another reason is 
that. as India's commerce, trade, 
manufacturing, industries and trans­
port are mostly in their hanm, their 
papen get plenty of advertisements. 
Our journals cannot prosper and mul­
tiply in number unless all our adults 
are able to read, and unless the com­
merce, manuCacturing industries and 
transport of our country ('Orne into 
our hands. 

Besides illiteracy and other ('au'leS, 

our postage rates stand in the way of 
the circulation of our papers. III 
Japan postcards cost four and a half 
pie!!, in India six pies. In Jupan the 
lowest postage rate for new~papers i., 
half sen, or one and a half pic; here It 
is three pies. There are differences 
in other items, too, all to the advantage 
of Japan. I<'or this and other reasons, 
though Japan has a much smaller 
population than India. the numher of 
letters, postcards, newspllpers, parcels 
and packets dealt with by the Indian 
1'08t 0f1j('C is smaller than the volume 
of ordinary (ns apart from the foreign) 
mail matters handled hy the Japane!oe 
Post Office, 11S the following table 
IIhows: 
==-=-...=.- -.::.-=-=- =- - -::;:...::....- - - .= ==--

Country Population f 'Mail Matters Year 

India... SlS.9-4i,",80 l,iH.4't5.iS5 19i~'.l5 
JApan . Ol.(lSl.9~" S,8OG.lto,OOt) WiO-'l1 

to 

The invention of typewriting ml\­

chines has greatly facilitated the speedy 
preparation of quite legible "(..'Opy" 
for the press. But 80 far as the Veruat'­
ulars of India afe concerned, the in­
vention baa not benefited their writers 
m~. For many of these.vernaculars 
baie different kinds 01 characters and 

alphabeta. lor all of which type.. 
writel'8 ha"e not been invented. . ADd 
the machines COD8tructed for lO1I1e of 
the vernQ{!lilars are not at all u' satia­
lacu-ry e.nd 88 convenjfnt to use 841 

tho!!e constructed 10': Roman chara,c. 
ters. A great difficulty is the existence 
in Sanskritic alphabeb. of numerous 
compound consonantal letters and the 
different forms whicli t~e vowels 
assume when connected with COD­

sonants. .. X" is the IInly comJX*nd 
consonantal letter in English. In the 
Sanskritic alphabets· they are quite 
numerous. 

,\ far greater handicap than the 
abl>ence of satisfactory typewriting 
machines for our vernaculars is the 
nOfl-t'xistence of type-casting and set­
ting maC'hines like the linotype, the 
mOllotypl', etC'., for our vernaculars. 
L'nless tttere be such machines (or the 
vernacula"s, daily new.!>papers in them 
can never promptly supply the reading 
public with news and comments there­
upon, as fresh and full as newspapers 
(..'(mduded in English. The vpmacular 
do.ihes Il1bour also undt'r the disad­
vantage t hat they receive all their 
inland and foreign telegraphic mt's­
sages in Engli!>h. VI hich they have to 
translate before passing them on to the 
printer's department, which dailies 
conducted in Engli'ih have not got to 
do. Reporting in the vernaculars 
has 110t mluie as much progress as ilf'" 
English, which latter even is. here in a 
backward condition. This fact. often 
necessitates the tranmation Qf English 
rf'ports into the verulICylar. I am 
dwelling on these points, because 
journals conducted in English can 
ne\'er appease the news-hunger, views­
hunger and knowledge-bunger of "the 
vast population of India. Of the 
~~,628,651 literate pel'8ODl in India. 
only 2,527.850 are literate':n En~. 
When there is universal add free ~ 
pulsory education throughout IDdJa 



tlU.s diftereftce between the number of 
literates in the vernacular and that of 
literaf,es in English will most probably 
increase instetd of decreasing. There­
fore. for the ~reatest development of 
journalism in India, we must depend 
on its tlevelopment through the me­
dium of the vernaculars. 

Madras has earned for itself the 
credit of ~blishing an institution for 
impming education in journalism. 
FuMy equipped institutions for giving 
such training should be established at 
all University centres. As reporting 
has necessarily to be taught at all 
such schools, spe<'ial attention should 
be paid to reporting in the vernacu­
lars. 

Progresc; in journalism depends to a 
great extent on the supply of ch('ap 
paper, ink, etc. Raw materials for 
their manufacture exist in \ndia in 
abundance. If we could supply our 
own paper, ink, etc., that would he a 
great step forward. The manufacture 
of our own printing machinery \\ould 
also be a great help. Though that is 
not a problem whose solution ('an he 
looked for in the immpdiate future. 
we note with hope that the millcral 
resources of India are quite sufficient 
for all such purposes. 

I>hotographic materials and every­
thing else needed for equipping proce~ 
engraving departments are also re­
quired for big newspaper e<;tabli~h­
ments. How far India can E'ver he 
self-supplying in this respE'('t can be 
slated only by sppcialists. 

THE PB01lLEM OF FOREJO.N' NEWS 

One of the disadvantages of Indian 
journalism it that the ~ply of foreign 
ne1U is practically entirely in the hands 
of foreigners. Reuter gives us much 
newa whieh we do not want, and does 
not give us Aluch that we want. More­
~, what- is given reaches us after 
mauipuIation in British interests. "The 

• 
Free Press of India" ~u n!Cefttly ren-
dered gOOd service in al'!'allgiq for 
news being sent quiaIy from London 
in relation to the Simon Commission. 
Permanent arrangements for such in­
dependent supply of foreign neW'S 
would remove a I'blJch-felt want. 
thougl1 the disadvantage or cables and 
ether waves being controlled by non­
Indians would ~ti1l remain. Some or 
our dailies havl' correspondents in 
London. There should he.' such cor­
respondents in the capitals· of other 
powt'rful and progressive foreign coun­
tries. 

Indian dailies in many provinces 
already have corresJ.londcnts in oth,", 
provinces. In addition to rorrespond­
t'nts in all the principal provinces, 
who ought to pay greater attention 
to their cultural movcmt'nts and events 
and vernacu)ur jourllllis than they do, 
It would pt'rhaps bl' very dt'sirable for 
the most flourishing dailie!l to have. 
among thE"ir t'clitorial assistants. com­
petpllt ynUIIJ{ mE"n from different 
provill('(''', who could pay attention to 
things appt'arillg in their vernacular 
Dl'WSpapers also. The German mode 
of apprt'llticl'ship known all If' ander­
jahrl'. or wander-year, that IS, the time 
spt'nt in travel by artu.ans. students, 
t'tt'., as a mode or upprt"nticeship, 
may be adopted by our young juurnal­
ish also. or rour'le, they could do 
so with advallt age only ir our dailies 
in th(' different prmtinceH would, by 
mutual arrangement, agree to aUow 
such persons to serve in their editorial 
offices for fixed period/!. !;uch all­
India t'xperiE'nce ~mld stimulate our' 
Jove of India lL8 a whole, broaden _ 
outlook, and cure U8 of our provincial 
narrowneS8eS and angularities to a 
ronsidf'rable extent. 

WAYI\ TOWARD PaooBEM 

It would be desirable to hav~an 
All-India Joornaliet', A.lIOciation aod 



•• Tam ANlf.ws or 'ftDII AxIlltrC.d ~ 

~ "nb l:tancbu m Provincial but a.n earnest attempt 0QIht to"> 
.... 'Theae should be rlgistered made. • 
wader Act XXI ~ 1860. The Asaocia- 'l'bere should be Journ.aIitt.a' ~ 
tion may have a monthly journal, and FUhds in All provinces. iR order 'that. 
draw up a code of ethics and etiquette no deserving journa.J.ist W ,go UQde.. 
fo-r journals. Without such Associa- fended for want of mtl&Wf __ ,..,.. 
tiona. and solidtft'ity and mutual co- cuted for sedition and similar ~ 
operation. we cannot aspire to acquire offences. A Journalists' ~t 
and exercise the influence belonging Fund may also be created for helping 
rightfully to the Fourth Estate. There the families of deceased lPurnalists 
.bould be libraries connected with under stated conditions. . 
llUeb Asaociations or with the schools So far as I am aware, there is.ao 
of jOUl'Jl8.ism referred to above. In complete and conn'ected history of 
these libraries, in addition to books, journalism in any province of India, 
reports. etc., required by the profession. though fragmentary notes and articles 
complete files of all important journals have been written. When sueb pro­
thould be kept. It may he dlfficult, vineial histories have been published. 
if not impossible, now to procure files it would be easy to write a complete 
of all such papers from the beginning; History of Indian Journalism. 



Origin and Growth of Journalism Amon~ Europeans 
By A. H. WATSON 

Editot. StaftlwmNl. Calcutta; formerly Editor of W~ ~ !!.lId IV ..... w ........ 

H OWEVER true it may be that the 
Englishman wherever he goes ifi 

the world ~ks out a site for a 
golf COUMe, his passion for starting a 
newspaper has endured longer and is as 
stfong now as ever it was. Hence the 
very active developments of journalism 
in a town like Karachi, the newest of 
the big Indian ports. The story of 
British jbumalism in India traces back 
almost as far as that of regular govern­
ment by the British, although it nat­
urally does not extend to the unsettled 
days of the.(early traders. Within 
seven years of the. Regulating Act of 
1778, which created a Governor-Gen­
eral and set up a Supreme Court, the 
first British newspaper was published 
in Calcutta and by 1790 Bombay 
boasted two newspapers in the H ('Tald 
and the Courier. the latter of which 
was to be merged at a much later date 
in the Timea of ]nd~a. 

In the conditions of India in those 
early days the newspapers were natu­
rally bom to trouble. The rule of the 
East India Company was autocratic; Its 
officers did not welcome criticism; they 
had large powerSlD deciding who should 
enter the settlements and how long 
their siay should be. JournaL~ in 
those circumstances were either official. 
~re and dull, or were written with an 
eye to tb., 8C8.lldals of the community. 
in which ease their life was "pt to be 
short. H«:!ty'8 Gazette or Journal, tbe 
fint 01 Calcutta's newspapers, was so 
ac:bdalous in deaJing with the life of 
the community that it and itB proprie­
tQr disappeared withIn two years. It 
bad 8ue;e8llOl'l which were equally 
.lhort~ved, for the most part because 
they wae dull. 

The producers of\l\eae early orpu 
of o~inions faced many diflieultiel. 
Mails bringing news from home w. 
uncertain and far between. A aailiDa 
ship might take anything up tothirteft 
months to reacb Calcutta from Bill­
land, and there was no org4lllisation of 
a news service. The journalist " .. 
thrown back for his material in the 
main upon the life of a very small COlD­
munity and had to battle with .~ 
discouragement from the supreme au­
thority. who objected to practically all 
news affecting its servants. Editor. 
were deported for trivial offence. 
against the regulations or were made 
to apologise publicly. Stringent rules 
were set up for the control of the 
Press, which was subjected to strict 
censorship. Everything that was to 
be printed had first to ·receive 
official sanction, and it was not until 
1818, under the governorship of the 
Marquis of Hastings, that &here wu 
any rdaxatioD of this stem and UDea­
lIghtened code. Neverthele., from 
this period one newspaper .urvivea W 
the present day. The Bengal GatIIII~ 
started in 1780 uncler Gove~ 
patronage. is the Calcutta. GfJfISeI:U 01 too' 
day, Ii purely official publication hi­
cording the procef'dings of the Bengal 
Government. 

Tn.: BWINNIN'GS 
To this period of beginniag. beIoap 

the story 01 J&Dle's Silk BucJdngbam# 
who after a youth of wandering eftab.. 
li$hed the Calcutta JO'IU'1f.al in 1818. 
Thill was the most lUCCe..rul 01 all the 
newspapen. but ita vieoroua criticiam 
of the East India Company ~t· 
down wrath upon the head of the amr. 

I •• 



¥trietor. He .... as expelled frOVl India, 
aad hie journal luppresaed. But he 
had friends at hotne. The proceedings 
against him were made the lubject of 
ParliamentIrtrY debate. and &8 a result 
the 1<.:&8t India Company was driven to 
give him a pt'nsi~n of £!lOO a year. ]n 
England he started the Oriental 'Herald 
and the Athen(J'um. destined to great 
distinction undcr his suC'ccssors. He 
sat in Parliament for five years. and 
was subsequently awarded a second 
pension "0m the Civil I,ist of UOO a 
year. It has been worth while to dwell 
upon his story. for what he was mnde to 
suffer and the puhllC attentlOJI whl('h 
his case evoked were powerful factorb 
in smoothing the way of bis successors 
in joul"lULlisnt in India 

Incidentally BuC'kingham's papt'r 
gave rille to a newspaper v. hich surVlve~ 
today us one of the two European 
dailies of Calcutta DI"turbed by the 
radicaIi'!m of Buckmghum It <'YIl(ilcate 
of Brith.h merchant'! 'ltartt'd. ill 18~1. 
John Bull in the Ea.,t. avowl·(Hy to sup­
port th"E' ~giroe Ilb It wao; and to lIlelll­
cate the most rigid of Tory prlll(,lpl{·" 
Its colunJD~ were ItS dull a ... tho .. e of 
Buckingltam were livt>ly. 1)1lt under 
Stocqueler, who dumgl·d its nume to 
the El/g/HIltma". It bc('um(' Lhl' mo~t 
powerful or~atl in India uuo f(,r loug Iti> 
supremacy WIt!> IInchl1\1('ngt'd 

In tIle early hi"tory of the l)re~'" HI 

India the mi~'llOnnrle'l plllyed a di ... -. 
tinguished part. Many of the J>uhhca­
tions of today (,lin tru('c tht'lr hl..,tory 
back to the produdlOn!> of the nlls.,ion­
,ry presses. which were ulILlnly in UIt' 
vernacular Wurd. -C'art'y and Mur'lh­
man are cOIl'lpi('uous names m thi., 
('Onnt'Ction. Workmg at Herampore 
under the t>n('ouragt"mt>nt of the Mllr­
quia of Hnstmgs tbt'y issued }>npers m 
the Bengali language. From the same 
lOurce ('ame the Friend oj India which 

. site.. many viei!lsitudes. appt'.aring 
fiIObletimes as a monthly. !lObletimes as 

a weekly and 1inally as a quarterJ.r .. bad 
its identity merged in the 8~ 
of Calcutta. the outstanding paper. 
in point t)f circulation .and re\lenue. 
of IndIa. Another detgyman. Dr. 
Geo;-ge BUIst. was later to give a dis­
tinctive note of literary culture and 
vigorous writing to the Bombay news­
paper. The debt of the Press in India 
to the Church is heavy. -

The yeari> between 1818 and i857, 
when the Mutiny temporarily inter­
rupted most of the peaceful activities 
of the country, saw' a considerable 
developmt'nt of the Press. Following 
in the footsteps of the MarqUiS of 
HlIsting'!. Lord Arnhert>t and I.ord 
Wilham Bcntinck alIvwed a large lIb­
erty to writ('r~. While mllny of the 
penal enactments remained on the 
Statute ijook the~ were not enforced. 
ILnd in ]835 Bentmck made a clean 
'lweep of mo"t of tht' restriction!> that 
"tlllnollunally exi~t('d. Ab a result the 
Preb.,. hitherto ('onfined to the Pl'{'si­
dellcy town"! of Bomha)', Cakutta and 
1\1 Ildra~. deVt'loped III GWlIlior. D,.lhi 
Hnd .\gra. But it would be wrong to 
('onCClve of tht' neW'lpapers of thl'! datt' 
as hn vmg !tny large clr(:,ulation'!. Their 
mfiuellce uro"e mRmly from the fact 
thnt tht'y Wt'Te read by and appt'aled 
to till' \ ery '>mall governmg and mer­
cantil!:' commumty. It was through 
th(''!(' that t}wy exercl'lt'd a very real 
pov.er upon the go\'crnml'nts of the 
da~·. servants of vdllch were frequently 
the prmcipul contrtbutors. By the 
tune of the Mutiny there wel-e nineteen 
Anglo-InduLD newspapers, &nd rather 
more produced m the vern8('ulars. 

I<'REF.DOM (iAlNED 

By the time of the Mutiny the p~ss 
had not only gained a large measure of 
freedom-it was conscious of the fact. 
(~rtain papers criticised th, Govern­
ment with a very considerable ~aring< 
and were in almost perpetual oppoai-



tioD. Among the able journaliata of 
those days, the outstanding figure was 
Robert Knight, who was destined to 
leave a conspicuous stamp upon Indian 
journalism. lie had held a promi­
nent place in the Government service; 
but when he took up his pen in Bom­
bay, it was as a champion ()f the rights 
and liberties. of the Indian. Under 
him the B.mbay Timea was transformed 
into 'the Timea oj India. Frequently 
unc!er the displeasure of Government 
he stuck sternly to his guns and was 
foremost in advOcating clemency after 
the Mutiny, at a time when to do so, as 
Canning found. was to incur the cen­
sure and dislike of most of the British 
community. Knight had his reward in 
a splendid presentation from the J 11-

dian community, but he was compelled 
eventually to transfer his J1ctivitic'l 
from Bombay to Calcutta. Tllere he 
purchased the goodwill of th£> Priend oj 
India and issued a daily purer as The 
Indian 8tate.,man after an earlier ven­
ture with the India1l Economi.,I. 

Robert Knight Wa<! a man of t'On­
spjruous ahility, a traim·d ('('onomist 
with Jt('nuine sympathy with nativt' 
a.<jpirations that made him sometlling flf 
an Ishmael among the official cIa'!!!. 
Hut he ("onducted hi.'l paper with ('on­
'Ipicuous ability against heavy odd!!. 
The Engli..,hman was more than a for­
midable ri .... al; it practically held th(> 
field. After the Mutiny it had rn-en 
acquired by Mr. J. O'U. Saunders, who 
ran it with ability a.'! an organ that 
supported Uritish rule through thick 
and thin. -His sU<'cessorll were not so 
enterprising, and the opportmlity of 
the 8tatem.an came when that property 
passed, by the death of Robert Knight, 
un~er the control of his sons, Paul and 
Robert Knight, who modernised the 
paper, introduced the first rotary 
presses in~ India, utili'ied the railways 
for dU¢ribution, and by publishing at 
one anna, when their principal rival was 

still foUl' annas, gave ... new meaniJlIto 
circulation in India. II today the 
chief newspapers of .India tan rival 
those of any part of the Em~ in their 
appearance and in the ~ity of 
their style, while tht- Indian Preas has 
arrived at new conceptJons of what • 
newspAper should be, the credit ia very 
largely due to the two brothel'8 who 
have now retired with a large fortune 
from the field of their succt",ss. 

The ~eventies were a great formative 
erll in the progress of the Indian Press. 
With Rohert Knight beginning his 
,,'ork in Calcutta two newspapera des· 
tined to distinction were born in north· 
ern India. 'l'he Cit-il atld Milib.:tt1J 
(Jazeite, started as a weekJy in Simlai, 
pre'lently transferred itself to Lahore 
and began to appf'ar as It daily. The 
PWUI'l'r was floated at Allahabad and 
quickly (·stablished a position that it 
was to hold for many yeal'll as the moat 
autboritative of Indilll1 journals. Fa­
mous mt'n !!uC'h IlS Sir Henry Walker. 
who made a great fonune in Simla, and 
Sir Geor~e Chesney, the author '>f Th.t' 
HollII> oj /)orkt'lIg were a1I8OCiated with 
itll (ortum''!, hut its distinctiv(, position 
"as giV(,1l it by Mr. Howard Iyoltm&o, 
",htl, 9'1 ('orrespondent with lht' Gov­
ernm<'nt of India, ('on(erred upon hi, 
paper a semi-offirial character and 
made of it a hunting ground for official 
JU?\\S By tlli!! tim(' the })r(,88 W&!l he­
~nning really to fed its fret'dom and to 
avail it'l{'If of itA opportunities, improv. 
ing its m'W!! llervi('(''l and enlisting di,­
tinguish<>d mt'n tl.'I itl! writt'l'8. JalDe. 
Ma<'lean, who was r('spoollihle tor the 
Bombay (;w:rlu. arftor a brilliant career 
in India fi1led a considerable position in 
Parliament at Home. A young man, 
Rudyard Kipling, wtuJ laying the foun­
dations of world fame in the aervice of 
the ('iril and Milita17l Gazettt' under the 
editol'llhip of Kay RobioS()n, himllClf 
denined to a distinguished career, _ . 
writer in England. The newlpapen 



.. to take·a ~r ~ and &l 
times to become daringly critie..l of the 
Government, waich had for so long 
b~ them in repression. J 

AU this ~as a natural outgrowth of 
the new political situation in India in­
augurated aftq 'he Mutiny. An un­
derstanding of the bigger influebces at 
work is necessary to full comprehension 
of the new position which the Pres~ had 
come to occupy. The policy of Gov­
ernment was frankly the association of 
Indians with most branches of the Ad­
ministration. and a gradual movement 
towards the time when seH-government 
would be possible. This more demo­
diltic spirit involved a free pubhc 
critidsm of the whole scheme of Gov­
ernment, and an increasing suscepti­
bility on the part of Government itself 
to the popular view of its acts. Side hy 
side with this the rapidly increasing 
range of education was creating in IndIa 
a reading public eager for information, 
while the W"owth of railway facilities 
gave range to the distrihution ot nl'ws 
and opinions. Willie repressive laws 
were on the Code, they remained dor­
mant, and in no country in the world 
did the .I'ress enjoy a more complete 
freedom in actual fact than in India 

Some surprise may be felt that a 
Government situated as the Govern­
ment of India was in Umes still recent, 
enjoying practically autocratic sway, 
and holding in its own hands every 
string of the administration of the 
country. has never emharked on jour­
nals officially inspired by itself. An 
~lanation may be sought in the tra­
ditional claracter df the Indian Gov­
ernment ~ich for a long period was 
autocratic and had no need for pub­
licity. Ii governed; it did not e-xplain 
its acts; it had. no reason to persuade an 
electorate to its point of view, for 
all electorate did not exi..lJt. All that 

.... .utered. An electorate has been 
.,brought into being; the affairs of the 

GoveJ'IUMDt are publicly debated b}..b­
aemhly and Councils; praeticaUy every 
aCt is challenged, while there hu 
grown up a. numerous vern.aeukt- and 
Indian-owned Press whica for the most 
part is in opposition m the ruling 
powers. The case against the Gov~ 
emment is stated daily by hundreds of 
journalists who lack neitJler ability nor 
powers of denunciation; that of the 
Government itseH is never officially ex­
pounded except in the 'lTarious Cdbn­
cils. Nor has any endeavour been 
made to counter this disadvantage; and 
the time for su('h an endeavour has 
probably passed with the rise in the 
power and influence of the English­
owned ne" spapers. But thIs position 
has wrought a subtle change in the 
general attitude of these newspapers. 
Althoug~ they remain independent and 
are at times strong critics of individual 
acts of the Government. in general 
they are to be found supporting official 
acts and legislation. There is no 
long(>r the sharp division of newspapers 
in perpetual Oppo~itlOn and in peI'pf't­
ual 'lUpport of the Administration. The 
function of criticism has passed to the 
native-owned Press, that of defence has 
become the province of the English­
owned newspapers. Several of them 
maintain correspondents with the Gov­
ernment of India who gather news as 
their primary function, but are in­
evitahly thrown into close contact with 
officialdom and arc in a position to ex­
plain "hat lies behind the Mts 01 
Government. British journalists have, 
too. in several cases enteretl the legis­
latures as members and in that capac­
ity take a pNminent part in public 
affairs. 

THE PREss TODAY 

The influence of this British-owued 
Press in India is enormous fad is not 
to be measured by circulatiom .. which­
seem small when compued with thole 



obtai:aed in Western countries. The 
eduCa.ted classes in India who read are 
themselves small in numbers, but they 
domiDate ~ opinion of millions. A 
typicallndiJlil village scene is the read­
ing and translation of the newspaper in 
the open air to groups of those inter­
ested. 'l'be opinion of a whole village 
may be swayed by a single copy of an 
article. J...s education spreads circula­
tiom are rising. and it may he doubted 
wltether there is any country in the 
world in which public opinion is more 
directly dependent upon the Press than 
it is in India today, nor any in which 
GovernIQent is so obviously influenced 
in its actS by Press criticism. The late 
Mr. Sa.m.uel Montagu-the principal 
author of the Montagu-Chelmsford Re­
forms scheme which has gone so far to 
democratise the form of government in 

.India-said in private coftversation 
after his experience in India that wert' 
he a young man he would like to control 
a newspaper in india and through it 
dictate to tIlt" "iccroy and the per­
manent serviCt''I tllt"ir policy of rule 
While no ne\\spaper reache .. that posi­
tion of authorily, tIll' anecdote i., illuq­
trative of the impression formed hy an 
acute observer of the power and influ­
ence that the Press c,an \\ ield in the 
peculiar conditionq in India today. 

In this new pha.'Ie of its development 
the European-owned Press in India 
has been ahle to avail itself of th(' 
most modem machinery, and there 
are newspaper offices as completely 
equipped as thO&(' to be found in any 
city in tat world. Rotary presses and 
linotype machines were introduced into 
Calcutta over twenty years ago, and 
other places quickly followed the lead. 
Tolay India has not only Illustrated 
dailies, but fine weekly newspapers, 
that record by pictures and Jetter-preAA 
the ka1eitlo!JCOpic life of what is practi-

• cally a eJDtinent. The- organisation of 
Dews ·services bas heeD undertaken on 

• Western lines aqd in Mr. K. C.lt.oy.a 
Bengali ·Brahmin. India baa prod,ueed 
at least one great neViS collector whoae 
work. although he has never occupied 
an editorial chair. baa been vastly form­
ative both as regards the Europeu 
and the Indian Press.· Able journaliatl 
are attracted in increaSing numben to 
service in India. and the staffs of the 
large and richer papers compare ill 
academic distinction. in jou.rnalistic 
experience and in ripe knowledge of 
public affairs with those 01 the best 
papers at home. An outstanding 
figure of recent years hu heen Sir 
Stanley Reed. who. when conducting 
the Times of India during the war. 
offered his services to the Government 
and did notable work in propaganda. 

Although the war tended to reduce 
the number of the English periodicals in 
India-and there has heen no develop­
ment since that has fully rt'placed thOle 
which cea'ICd puhhcation-the number 
of English-owned newspapers remains 
fairly constant. Naturally the prin­
cipal of these are in the (',(,Dtre. with a 
considerable European population­
in Calcutta, Bomhay, Madras. Allaha­
had. Lahore. Karachi and Jtangoon. 
Ddhi. the new capital, as yet boasts no 
Engli~h-owned newspaper. but it is in­
conceivahle that that field will he long 
Jlf'gll;'cted in 'Ipite of the posaesaiOD of a 
climate that is almost intolerable to 
Europeans for something lik.- hall the 
year. 

Delhi is destined to great devel­
opment'! and though it may not he 
probahle that the _noua) flight of Gov­
ernment to the hitls will cease for lotig 
to come, the British population there 
throughout the year iA bound to in· 
crea.'iC and will require an ollft,n putting 
it more immediately iD touch with 
affairs than it can he with the new .. 
papers that come from lOme diatance 
away. The promise ia that the I .... 
pean-direeted newspapers wiD ipcreMl 



tbrougbout'the QOuntry ~nd that their 
pQwer will become greller in the new 
conditions. India with immense tra­
vail is passing tnder forms of self­
government that a.re unfamiliar to her 
people and ill many ways repub'llant to 
nations-for they are no less--that 
have been habituated to personal rule 
for countlcss ccnturies. She wants 
guidance in the new forms and in the 
fresh approach to every kind of public 
question to which she i'l called. Cir­
cumstancel have decreed that the main 
burden of that education mu.,t fall 

upon the newspapers controlled and 
directed by those familiar with Western 
ways of government, since there is no 
of her machinery that can supply the 
want. While the newsIi:per is prl­
maril} an instrument for the di'ltribu­
tion of news, it retains ir India to the 
fuli it" character as a mould of public 
opinion. View'! are read and accepted 
~ith faith. The mission 'of \jte Euro­
pean-directed Press, ill the newer condi­
tiono;;, is to hdp in a transition that ~ 
he full of difficulties and will call for 
infinite patien('e. 
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OF the many difficulties which sur­
round the problem of Govern­

ment in Iidin, not the least is that of 
the !'elations between Hindus and Mu­
hasmadans-the two great communi­
ties of which the Indian people is 
mainly composed. If the population 
were either entirely Muhammadan or 
entirely Hindu, the problem of Govern­
ment would be immensely simplified 
and means might be found \Vithout 
much difficulty of adjusting the inter­
ests-in so far as they are distinct-of 
the different Provinces or races of which 
India is composed. As it is. t~e Hindu­
Moslem problem is t.o be found in al­
most every, Province. and it accentu­
ates every ,ot.her cause of disunion. 
It. is worth while. therefore. in nny 
study of Indian conditions to consider 
how far community differt'nces are 
reconcilable and what Ilre the prospeci.s 
of forming a nationhood strong enough 
to supersede them. 

SOME FACTS 

The main facts of the problem must 
first be stated. Neither of the two 
communities are actually indigenous ill 
t.he country. as both the Hindus and 
the Muhammadll.ns originally came a~ 
conquerors from without; yet both 
have been IICttled in the country long 
enough to be regarded as itl! native 
population. Though both are t}) be 
found all over the Peninsula. they are 
no. distributed in equal numbers. In 
the whole of British India the Hindu 
population outnumbenl the Muham­
madan b~ roughly three to one-the 
,.etual n~bers being Hindus 216,784.­
S86 Pd ~uhammadans 68,7S5.iSS. 
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• . " . 
The Htndus preponderate in the south. 
the Muhammadans in th~ north. Of 
the I) 'Frovinces of British India. the 
Hindus are in a majority in 6, and the 
Muhammadans in S, namely: 
,,,,,,,.=,,,.=,,,,,==.:::,,,=,,,,"=-=,,,,,:- .. --~ - _ .. ::4::== 

Hindus MOIIleJlUl 

---------------1-------1------
~fadrus . tltI.04 6.7\ 
BomhIlY··· . 76.1l8 19.7" 
Fnited Provinces 85.01) 14.iS 
Behar and Ori.S8 tI!!.S. 10.81S 
CeDtral Provinces ... H:I.54 06.05 
Assam ..... 54.:!·' 28.00 

Henglll 43.27 1l9.99 
Punjab .... SI.HO M.SS 
~orthw('st Frontier Prov-

inre ... tl.66 111.61 
.--

M.ere numbers, therefore. IfUggest 
that the Hindu community is the more 
importunt section of the Indian popula~ 
tion. and this suggestion is illj,ensified 
by tIle fll.Ct that th~ standard of educa­
tion is higher lilnonS( the Hindus than 
among the Muhammadans. Thill is 
partly due to the character of tIle two 
populations and partly to the fact 
that when English became the mediwn 
of instruction and cXIl.mination in the 
sehools. the Muhammadans refused to 
abandon Persian which had been the 
language of their (~ourt and literature 
since the days of -the Muhammadan 
conquest .• and their boys, whose knowl­
edge of English was defective. feU 
behind the HindWl in aU IICholastic 
competitions. In Bengal 90 per cent 
of the Muhammadan population are 
cultivators who have no education at 
all, and tbe Moslem with high acadrie 
qualificatioD8 is a recent prodtu;.t aDd. 



bard to fiud, e.en in a· Provinee where 
the MoIlem. provide-54 per &Ilt of the 
population. 1)e important coJl8i.dera­
tion, however, is that the home of the 
Muhammadan religion is among the 
virile and warlike races of Northern 
India and in the hill fastnesses or the 
Northwest lTontier and Afga~istan 
beyond. In the hypothetical trial of 
strength which the two communities 
have ever in mind, the Hindu relies 
upon bis numbers and bis superior 
intellect. and the Moslem upon his 
virility and fighting qualities. Each is 
confident of bis ability to bold bis own 
in any war for supremacy. Under a 
bureaucratic system of Government, 
dominated by British officials, oppor­
tunities of conflict hf.tween the two 
communities were comparatively rare 
and t.he conception of a commQn citIzen­
ship in the State established under 
Briti.h rule has enabled both Hindus 
and MOllems to obtain administrative 
experience and to unite in joint political 
organisations. 

During the last twenty years, 
however, when Democracy hecame 
the ideal of Indmn politiclan&, and 
eBPecially during the last five years 
when that ideal has ('ome nearer to 
realisation, the rivalry betwcen the two 
communities has become more acute 
and occasions of conflict more nUDlE'r­
ous. Indian politicla,ns who are fully 
conllCious of the weakenmg of theIr 
caU8e by this disunion are in the habit 
of attributing it to Britibh pollcy and 
console themselves with the hebef that 
their ma~ters, in prder to perpetuate 

·their subjection, d.liberately foster the 
community jealousies which prevent 
their uniO.1. This belief, so comforting 
to national pride, ignores the two vital 
f~ts of the situation: (1) that the only 
1Ulion which exists between the two 
communities is to be found in their 
eommon membership of a State which 
is f Britiah creation and (2) that the . 

democratisation of that State • .. 
much & British as an lDdi&D ideal •. 

SoME DIJ'J'mBI;Nt'J18 

'lhe next point to hi considered is 
the nature of the differences betw&n 
Hindus and Moslema. Ate they such 
as time And education may rectify. or 
Are they of A kind which must per­
manently prevent any 'po1¥ical union 
between the two communitie8?· The 
first and most apparent.;iifterence iaone 
of religion. Moslems are essentially 
monotheistic. The unity of God is the 
cardinal baSIS of their religion. The 
Hindus, on the other hand. acknowl­
edge many gods and the attributes of 
DivlDity which they worship are 
symbolised in countless images. Not 
merely idols made by their o\"n hands. 
but hving animals and natural objects 
are regafded as sacred or worshipped IJS 
dIvine. How fierce may he the fears 
and hatreds engendered by diB'ereoceB 
of faith. the religious wars of the world, 
and the struggles between Catbolics 
and Protelotant~ within the Christian 
Church, will te&tify. If, however, 
Hindus and Muhammadan'> were only 
distmguished by the ritual of their 
wor.,hip, such cause of disunion might 
"ell be expected to diminish with time, 
as It has done WIth other sects. But 
the social and racial differences between 
the t"o cODllllumties are equally strong 
and more difficult to reconcile. 

To the Muhammadan the Hindus are 
not merely idolaters, they are the de­
scendants of a race which bis own an­
cebtors have conquered aDd ruled, and 
he regards them less as fellow Indians 
than as an inferior race which he would 
subjugate to his service if free to do so. 
1'0 the high-caste Hindu A Mu4'U1l­
mad an is no better than the untouch­
ables of his own race, inadmissible to 
his own bousehold, unacce~table even 
as a tenant and altogether butaide t.hr 
pale of his own 8Oci.al cil'de.' Each 



...... the other as a potential enemy 
whic'h he both dup_ and fears. 
The lD08t fruitful cause of conflict in 
recent years.Jtas been the question of 
the playing o~usic by Hindu. religious 
processions when passing Muhamme­
d&l1 mosques. The Hindus contend 
that the playing of music is an essential 
part of their religious observance and a 
necessary. feature in their religious 
processions. In support of their claim 
th~ refer to a recent decision of the 
Privy Council which has declared the 
conduct of religious processions through 
the public thoroughfare with musical 
aecompaniment to he a common law 
right, and any prohibltllm of such a 
privilege is resented as an interfp-rence 
with citizen rights. 

The Muhammadans, 011 the other 
hand, claim that the playing of musiC' 
9utside their mosques distulbs their 
devotions, and they quote Queen Vic­
toria's proclamation when the Crown 
assumed responsibility for the Gov­
ernment of India as ju'>tification for 
their claim that Government should 
en 'lure to them the undisturbed 
pursuance of their religious practices. 
Given a reasonable amount of toler­
ance and goodwill, this question 
should not present any serious diffi­
culty. Hindus have never Celt any 
grievance at heing requ ired to stop their 
music temporarily when passing a 
hospital, and they would not object to a 
similar concession to the worshippers in 
a Christian Church. But in recent 
years the strained relations b.-tween 
the two coJPmunities have caused each 
of them to make of thili qUf'stion a 
trial of strength-a test of the prusure 
which they can bring to bear upon Gov­
ern,nent. Both have exhibit«.>d the 
maximum of unreason. Hindus have 
ilhown a preference for routes on which 
mosques ~ situated and Moslems have 
~tAl at mosques at unaccus­
tomed ~OuJ'8 merely for the purpose of 

1n 

protestm, agaiDft H.iDIIu ~ pro­
cesaions" In conaequence .nOUl riota 
have taken place aU Qjfer India. renlt. 
ing in considerable loss of lite. and 
Hindu religious processions DOW usu­
ally require abnormal police protection. 

This stat-e of affaits is peculiar to 
India.- In other ~ of the world .. 
Muhammadan and non-Muhammadan 
populations have no difficulty in living 
at peace with each other, and the batrie 
cause of their enmity in India must be 
discovered and removed hefore an 
Indian Nation can be firmly estab~ 
lished. The fear which each com­
munity has of the domination or the 
other, rendered more acute as the 
possibility of such domination is in· 
creased by recent constitutional devel­
opments, is a symptom rather than a 
cause. Those who sincerely desire to 
understand the evil and find practical 
remedies must dig deeper to find the 
root cause. 1\Io<1«.>rn psychologists are 
accustomed to attribute the unaccount­
able prejudices oC individuals to un­
cons('ious motives. and it is probable 
that crowd animositi("s have also an 
unconscious origin. The explanations 
given by individual Moslems o~ Hindus 
of lhe prejudices of their respective 
communities al c mostly what psyeholo. 
gists call rationalisations and the 
commonest of lIuch rationalisatione-­
because the one VI·hich most completely 
absolves either side of any re8ponsibiJ. 
ity -is the statement that Hindu­
Muhammadan qualTt'ls are deliberately 
fomented by British rulers in order tc 
make their own hVld on the countJ')' 
more secure ThetfaUacy of thUi con· 
venient ex:cuse lies in the fact that sueb 
a policy would be impoaaible without 
the connivance of the Hindus and Mu­
hammadans themaelves. The exiIt­
ence of an antipathy 80 p1'ODounced 
and 80 unreasonable is only to be ex· 
plained by a sense of injury whiell ia 
not'realised becauae it is imbeddedjn"he 



crowd unconstioWlntlJlJ 01 the Hiudu 
people. • 

Dr. Owen II Berkeley-Hill, in a 
recent paper read before the Indian 
Psycho-Analytical Society, has made 
the interesting suggestion that as the 
most cherished teligious susceptibilities 
of the Hindu; are associated "'ith fe­
male tutelary dt:ities-Kali, Durga, etc. 
--so, too, their conception of India is 
associated with ideas of woman, mother, 
virgin, and consequently the ferocity of 
their setrtiments towards their l\1o'>lem 
fellow-countrymen is to be explained by 
an unconscious hatred of the Muham­
madan conquerors who violated their 
beloved Motherland. Thi<; feeling is 
aggravated by the fact that the 
slaughter of ('ows is parti(,ularly provo('­
ative in the ('ase of ;\los1clIl'!, sin('e 
they alone kill cows ceremoniously. 
The feslival of the Bab-ld is thus lin 
annual CIIU'lC of irritation which tend;. 
to keep alive the feeling of animo!>ity 
which their joint int{'rests in a common 
('ountry would otherwi!:,{' Sl'rve to 
diminish. This su~gestion is well 
worthy of the serious study of sil1(,('fc 
Hindu Ilnd l\Iuhammlldan patriots and 
affords ,a morl' promising avenue to­
wards a r{'('onciliation of their diff!'r­
en('es t han Hit' delicately ba\au('ed 
padll "it h which politi('ians seek to 
a('hieve a mere surface agreement. 

In loeal administration Hindu" and 
Mulullnlllll.llans have no difficulty ill 
workin~ harmoniously, and n l'oinlllar 
eotiperation in nat jOllal affairs should 
not be impossible. if only the leaders of 
lhe two Nmmunit,,,s would investigate 
the fund.vuental cltllIse of their age-long 
feud and recognise the constellation of 
prinlitive ideas whieh are symbolised 
today ill tht"ir re~pe(·ti\'e religious ob­
servances. The attitude of e!\ch to­
wards the cow is probably the key to 
the whole problem. and in the removal 
ofJhis cause of friction lies the best 
hoPe,of Indian nationalism. 

SoME CoNSlDBBATION8 

I have already stated that the ~vent 
vf the recent Reforms: in India has 
tendeJ to increase th. hostility be­
tWNln the two communities as the reo 
fonned Constitution bas stimulated 
their rivalry for powe~. This is not 
true of individuals, as the opportuni­
ties afforded to Moslems ItiUd Hindus 
of working together as colleagues in the 
same Government have rather ht91ped 
to remove antipathies and create a 
community of interest. Hindu and 
Moslem :'.1inisters have, on the whole. 
found little difficulty ill working to­
gether, and on the l.ocal and District 
Boards members of each community 
have addressed themselves with har­
mony and goodwill to the prohlems of 
local self-government. Even the polit­
ical lemteJ'!'> of these two l'ommunities 
have lTIuch ill common and ('an be very 
good frielld~. But whilst individuals 
have been brought together in their 
joint politieal adivities their foll< wers 
have developed acute group patriotism 
whieh has ueeentuu.ted rat h('r than 
dimini.,hed their animosities towards 
each other. 

The Hindu.. who feel themselve:-, 
ready to take full advantage of 
repr(';.elltallve forms of Government 
are generally in favour of a rapid devel­
opment of tile Con~tilutioll in the diree­
tion of a demoer!\ey and strongly 
advoeate the estahli;,hment tlf a com­
mon mixed eledorate. The Muham­
madans, on the other band. who feel 
themselvc!l to be hackwardin education 
and in political organisation. arc more 
inclined to favour a slower rate of 
progress. They hold that in a rapid 
democratisation of the Institutiom; of 
Government their interests would suf­
fer, and tbey desire time in which to 
improve the educational ilandard of 
their people, secure a larger proportion 
of employment in the Gov~rnment 



IIINDu-MOSLIIII UNITY 

services and develop an organised 
politicaI consciousness before they are 
called upon to face the severe competi- . 
tion which democratic institutions 
involve. In ~ meantime. they ad­
here most tenaciously to the necessity 
of maintaining communal representa-

• tion and insist that communal electo­
rates are absolutely vital for the pro­
tection of ~ainmadan interests. 

Those who consider Constitutional 
problems from the point of view of 
abstract theory are inclined to join 
with the Hindus in advocating a com­
mon electorate, since they hold that 
sectional interests are more likely to 
disappear, and a national consciousness 
to be developed, when Moslems are 
elected by Hindu votes and Hmdu., 
by Moslem votes. But practical 
statesmen have to consider grO\~) fear'! 
an4 prejudices a~ \\dl as al> .. tract 
theories, and any attempt at the 
present time to establi .. h a common 
electorate in India would antagonise the 
whole Muhammadan population. TIlf' 
Moslems are in a minority in India. 
and no system which did not secure 
a.dequate protection for minoritie .. 
would find favor with them. In this 
matler the European community. 
which is an even '!maller minority, i .. in­
clined to side with the ':\luhammadans 

In opening the last '!e~,"ion of the 
Indian Legislature, the Yiceroy made 
an impressive speech in \\hich he de­
plored the 'Communal riot'> "hich had 
been responsible for so much 10,"8 of life 
in India during the last few years. and 
expressed his.willingness to ~ummoll a 
conference of representative Ilwn of 
both communities to di'K'uSt; t!teir 
differences and endeavour to find some 
workiilg agreement. Such a confer­
ence, if it were to take place. would 
undoubtedly be of value, and no man 
is better qwtli.6ed than Lord Irwin to 
pTtSide over~t. But there u. one fea­
ture of tLe present situation which is 

likely to prove a sqious &stacie to the 
success of-any conference of leadf'J'S, 
and that is the knowledge which such 
leaders would possess of their ina.bility 
to bind their followers by any agree­
ment tht'y might come to. 

This difficulty wu.s exp~rien('ed by the 
representative Hindus and Muhamma­
dans who met in Ca.lcutta in the spring 
of 10!t6 to discuss the vexed que.'1tion of 
Ulusi(' before Mosqul's. The leadeJ'll 
who cante together were' all reasonable 
and s('nsible ml'n. 1f the oeC'i&ion had 
rest('d with them aJone, thf'Y would 
have had little difficulty in coming to 
some agreement. But both the Hindu 
and Muhanmlluian leaders knew well' 
enough that If they mude t ht, sligMest 
concl'ssion they \\0111d be disowned hy 
their follo\\ers. Neither sidt" there­
fore, woulO concede anything and both 
agreed that ,~hatever dt'cision was 
reached mu!!t be the dccision of Gov­
ernment and impo!>ed upon tht'm both 
with the authority of Government. 
Some day. perhaps. the cumulativE' 
effect of years of strift' and bloodstled, 
and the impossibility of either side 
deriving any advantnge by HUCI! means, 
may cau.,{, t ht' two .,ides to grow I\"l'ary 
of the .,truggle alHl Rut}J()rise their 
lE'ader~ to Tl('gol ilLt C' t ermM of pea<'e on 
their bdlalf. Th(·n. and then only, 
will a con('f('nc(' o( leltders be ahle to 
take plat·(· Wit h good pro'!peC'u; of Hue­
('(.,,~. 

BC'(ore the Great "ar of 11)]4· 
J!) I H tIl(' nat IOn ... of the' world werc' not 
pr<'par<·d to allow nationul interests to 
he huhmitted to lillY interllational 
trlhunal J 1 v. a ... t h(' bpE'rienct' of that 
War \\hich alone made the I.eague of 
;\' at IOns possih)(', and it is the rf'coUee­
tion of "hat the conflict of national 
intere8t~ produced "hich alone-and 
even now with diffieultY-f'nables that 
Leagu(' to carry on its work. In India 
the two rival communities ar(' not". 
convinced of the futility or strifE' .nd 



tb.etefore they are npt yet r~ to take ronmuwities will cometo~a.t 
ad"antage of Lord Inrin's offer of destrUctivelytbeycanac:e<mpliaLnoth. 
mediation. But the number of men - ing. but that united they may. build. 
who are weary of strife and sincerely NlttiOilm Government- under ""bicll 
anxious lor peace is growing every e8.('b. Dlay re<:f'jve e<f;l&l justiee ad 
year, and before long the two great equal opportunities for sdf·-expression. 



• Backward and Untouchable Classes 
• 

By MAHATMA1\!. K. GANDHI 

UNTOUCHABILITY is perhaps 
the greatest evil that has crept 

into Hinduism. The nearest approach 
to it to be foun.d in the West was the 
untouchability of the Jews who were 
confined to the ghettos. I do not 
kno'" the historical origin of this dis­
ease. Socially it seems to have arisen 
from the desire of fhe so-called superior 
classes to isolate themselves from those 
whom they regarded as inferior. It is 
the excrescence of varnaahrama dharma 
which has been misrepresented as the 
caste-system with which, as seen in the 
multitudinous castes of latter-day Hin­
duism, the original four divisiotls have 
little to do. 

Untouchability in its mildest form 
takes the shape of not touching or hav­
ing any social intercourse with the 
"untouchable." In its extreme form it 
becomes un approachability and even 
iuvisibility. The approach of a man 
within a defined disUince or his very 
sight in some parts of the extreme 
South pollutes the "superior" clR'lscs. 
The "unapproachables" and the .. in­
visibles" are verY lew in number. 
whereas the untou·chahles are roughly 
estimated at sixty millions. In my 
own opinion this is a highly exaggerated 
estimate .. 

Though I regard myself as a staunch 
Hindu believing in and having great 
veneration fe¥' the J' edaa and the other 
Hindu religious books. and thollgh I 
claim. not as a scholar but as a reli­
giously minded man. to have made a 
serio.. attempt to understand the 
Hindu seripturetl, I can discover no 
warrant for this brutal rioctrine of un­
touchabilit~ in it. Save for a few 
ts:te of. doubtful authority in the 
Smritia. the whole doctrine of .. un-

touchability" is utterly repugnant to 
the spirit of Hinduism w"hose glory con­
sists in proclaiming non-violence to be 
the basis of religion and which lays down 
the bold formula that all life, including 
the meanest crawling beings, is OM. 

But to a reformer like me this philo­
sophical foundation of Hinduism affords 
but little comfort in the face of the 
cruel fact that professors 01 that re­
ligion regard innumerable fellow beings 
as beyond the pale 01 sodety solely on 
the ground of their birtJJ in a particular 
group of men and women in every way 
like them. 

But this untouchability will soon be a 
thing of the past. Hindu society has 
bE'Come conscious of the hideous wrong 
done to man by this sinful doctrine. 
Hundreds of Hindu workers are devot­
ing themselves to the uplift of these 
suppressed classes. Among the Iltest 
reformerM may be named the late 
Swami Shraddhanandji and lala Laj­
pat Rai. These. however. m8y~ot be 
regarded ai orthodox. Pundit MAdan 
Mohan l\lalaviyaji, who is accepted by 
all Hindus as an orthodox Hindu, has 
thrown in the weight of his great inftu­
em,'e on the side of reform. I~very­
\\ here <me sees the process of E'Dlsncipa­
tion lIilently but surely and steadily 
going on. The so-called higher claa. 
Hindus are conductlllg IK'hools and 
building hOllteis for them, giving them . 
mf'dical relief and ~rving them in a 
variety of ways. Be it noted that thi. 
effort ill ahsolutely independent of the 
Government and is part of the prooetl 
of purification that Hinduism is under­
going. l.astly, the great National 
Congress adopted removal of untouch­
ability as a vital part of its CODatruetip 
programme in 1920. It may nol be 
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superfluous w add t.bat whilllt untouch­
It,bility ill undoubtedly a grave social 
wrong, it has ao legal sanction behind 
it. So far as I am aware, there is no 
legal disability against the "un­
touchables. " 

Whilst, ther~fore, I am full of hope 
which is daily increasing, I must cau­
tion the distant reader from reading in 

my hope more than I mean. The re­
former has still a stiff task before him in 
'having to convert the masses. to his 
point "f view, The masses give in. 
teJitxtual assent to thetteformer's plea, 
httt are slow to grant E'quality in prac­
tice tu their outcsste hretbren. Never­
theless, :' untouchability" is doomed, 
and Hinduism is saved. 



Caste System and Its 'Relation to Social.and 
Economic Life 

By M. D. ALTEKAR, M.A. 

Professor. Wdson CoUege, Bombay pniver~ity 

T HE caste system is a peculiar 
product~f the Hindu civilisation. 

It has' formed, particularly in recent 
times~ a subject for the keenest con­
troversy. Its apologists often com­
pare it to the division of society into 
classes that obtains in western coun­
tries, and try to estahlish that the 
caste system and the class system are 
almost identical. There is, however, a 
fundamental difference between the 
two. The classes in the west are 110 

lunger based (if they ever were M\ bast'd 
thfbreticlllly) upon the rigiJ principle 
of the accident of birth, whilt' tht' 
castes are entirdy baM'<1 on that acC'i­
dt'nt. Consequently, the c1ru.s systc'm 
is of a dynamic nature. By dint of 
ability, by the acqui"ilion of <,cholllr­
ship or of wealth, by meritorious public 
service. the member of one du.,~ i., 
translated to another m European 
couQtries. There is no theor(>tiC'al 
prohibition of interdining and inter­
marrying among the classes. Above 
aU. there is no religion mixed up, no 
"l>iritual or other-worldly consid(>ra­
tions brought in. in the phenomenon 
of the classes in modem Europe (which. 
for the purposes of this e'>say, include., 
America). .. 

CASTE SYHTEAl OF TIlE HINDt'!> 

The ca.Jt..e system 01 the Hindu, 
however. is a religious institution baS(.~1 
upon toru.idt-rations, wh ;ch do not al­
ways refer to affairs in thi.~ world. 
Ita rigidity is founded. as it were. on a 
rock. It is a\ static and l>.n uncbange­
ab~·lYsttvn. The old books bave de­
ecribed lour eutea. Tbe~ are now 

further divided into four hundred and 
more. An accurate and minute survey 
of cilstes and subca!ltcs in India gives 
their number even in more than three 
figures. And the process of subdivi­
sion is the only dynamiC' thing about 
the systt-m. TIlt' political problem of 
communalism amon~ the Hindus (rep­
resented by the non-Brnhmin move-' 
ment in Madms am\ Bombay) is 
pllrtly the result of Government's 
policy (these movements bt'ing the 
direct outcome of the introduction of 
the perniciou'l .,ystem of communal 
electorates). but it is mainly due to the 
fuct that the Hindu community ill 
divided into If large lIl11nlJt'r of castes 
nnd subcastes. earh caste anxious to 
u!>'lCrt its spiritulll superiority to oUterll, 
and encl! again chating at tlw thought 
that th·re ure otlwr ('Ilstes whi('h look 
(hwn upon It and count it as inferior. 
Thus the CIl"tc I!Y'llern has bC('n the 
rlUl'IC of the disintegrat ion and, ('on9('­
quently. the drteriomtion l:Itld the 
present helplc.,<;ncss of till' llmdu 
community. 

Gno\\ fll (W Tin] C.~!'IT"; SY~n;)f 

History tcll~ 11"1 that in India every 
vOC'alion gave lIirth to II, new caste, and 
a'l time went hy the oiliginal four castell 
had heen KuhdividC(i Tnto many more. 
Hereditary l'ocalionlj have an economic 
advantage. bul. as will be seen, this 
economic advantage was more than 
counterhalanCf'd by the lIOCial disad­
vantages that the rigidity of the system 
imposed and the feeliDgll of superiority 
and inferiority baaed on birth and v. 
cation once introduced became the ina 
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rock on wn;ch diueIl8iOll, and bitter 
eomities were securely reared. and 
theee have y;roved to be a disa.ttro\lS· 
impediment in the path of progress of 
the modern Hindu society. Besides 
the principle of vocation, another curi­
ous element entered into making the 
castes more rigid and exclusive. A 
large mass of the Hindu community 
bore the mark of inferiority. Conse­
quently, a new sect and a new religion, 
which theoretically (and of len practi­
cally) f removed this inferiority and 
based its influence on the principle of 
equality irrespective of the accident of 
birth or the nature of the vocation. was 
bound to attract the people. 

The Hindu system was assaulted by 
such sects, from time to time. and the 
only way for it to preserve itself wa'l to 
absorb the more attractive points in 
each such sect. Vegetarianism. for 
instance, appears to be a gift of .lain­
ism. The practice of creating Sanya­
sins on a vast scale appears to have 
been induced by a desire to compete 
wifu the oroer of the Buddhist Bhikshu~. 
As l'Iomething new was added, however. 
to the definition of Hinduism. the castle''> 
becal:1e more and more exclu!>ive. Be­
Rides birth and vocation, food and 
dothes, and even piac," of residence, 
were matters that ronlerred superiority 
and sanctity, or otherwise, and a dIS­
position arose among the people lor 
each one to claim superiority over the 
rest. This superiority became, in the 
course of time, more and more a matter 
of arrogant claim rather than a func­
tloe of conduct. That is how hypoc­
risy a"OSe and be('ame a necessary part 
of mt-n's behaviour. The Shastras 
have laid down the duties of the rour 
castes. Even before the advent or the 
western education. these duties were in 
a chaotic condition. Brahmins, who 
must not become servants, took to serv­
'''(I to earn a livelihood and took to 
agricult\1~. Many a peasant became 

a soldier. The on,inal edifiee pf GIlle 
theoretically col1apeed, but the f .... 
of superion"ty and inferiority hued. 011 

birth and vocation ptlw inteuer. aud 
the centrifugal tenjencres gathered 
momentum. 

All this has been E·normously acceD.~ 
tooted. in later days owing to the ad: 
vent of a new educ,tion and modern 
money. At present, andior some time 
past, all the causes that determined 
superiority, such a:s vocation~ food, 
place of residenre, and rituals, etc., 
ha ve practically 'ceabed to operate. 
The one thing that now sustains the 
caste system ~s the factor of birth or 
heredity. Everyone takes up that 
vocation which he chooses, or is forced 
to choose, irrespective of his caste 
which is now t>ntirely the result of the 
ac('idftl1t of birth and of nothing else. 
The superiority claim~d on this accmmt 
merely, therefore, excites greater jeal­
ousy and resentment than it did in 
earlier days. 

ECONOM.IC EFFI!X"I'''I 

The economic effects of the caste 
system no longer obtain as widely as 
they did in the past. These effects 
were due to the principle of thf di­
vision of labour. l'roficiency m a 
hundirraft handed down from genera­
tion to generation gathers stability and 
strength, and thus the particular art 
benefits and its products are superior 
to those produced under dissimilar 
circumstance!>. Specialisation was thus 
the eronomic advantage of the caste 
system. At the same time, over­
specialisatlOn has its disadvantages. 
It is an impediment to C(.'Onomic elas­
ticity: and wbE'n elasticity weakens, 
the very economic structure, w:dich is 
after all a part of the social structure, 
is shaken to its foundations. A man 
must do what his fathe!' did. H he 
cannot do it, he must do nothing ElIe. 
That means that hE' must be put down 
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CIl the debit tide of the mal balance A man whd i.t not' a tailortby ~ fqr 
aheet. . 'This result undoubtedly coun- instance, Dfay buy' a sewing machine 
terbalanced any ad~antage that spe- . and set up as a tailor. pecause it is 
cialisation conferred. easier to manipulate the machine than 

In recent tQ,es, however, the in- to he proficient in the old manual art 
illlence of the caste system on vocations of tailoring. 
has considerably weakened. The Ieav- The economic aspectll of thl! caate 

• ening of society by education and by system. therefore, has Deen getting 
the new money power has resulted in into the background, and probably its 
restoring ec ..... omic mobility. A man social consequences ha\'e been accentu­
does. nbt necessarily what he must do ated. The caste divisions in the Hindu 
acco~ing to the Shastras. but what he society no longer serve any useful eco­
:finds it convenient to do. A cobbler nomic purpose. It is now pre&ni­
by caste. if he gets the opportunity. nently a social institution entirely 
becomes a "avant in economics or based upon the accident of birth. Its 
philosophy, and a Brahmin, when edu- immediate and continuous result is 
cation does not make him a deputy the t'ngendering of a fet'ling of deep" 
collector or a subordinate judge, be- and bitter re!lt>ntment of almost each 
comes a trade'lman and sells anything caste against every other caste. The 
from ghee and sugar to boots and shoes. resentment sometimes reaches such 
The Kshatriya. no longer required to proportions that instead of realising 
figGt, unless he has secured a f>ost in that the bettering of some one caste 
the Indian army, gets an opportunity means the bettering of a part of the 
to go to school and takes to the solving whole 'Iocial organism and therefore 
of the intricacies olthevillage account'!, the bettering of the whole organism. 

• or administers justice in the taluka. the principal fear that dominates the 
The gradual breaking up of the joint mind of each caste is that some Gther 
family R;ystem has considerahly helpt'd caste will get better ad\rantages than 
this vocational elasticity. The equal- itsel£, and it often trie.'!. therc(ort'. not 
ity of man before law is another 1111- to improve its own poSition. but to pull 
porlant factor contributing to the same down thp other caste to a lowe: level. 
res3lt. This mutual sllsplrjon and ill feeling is 

There are still in India many castes the most regrettable ('On'Ie<Juence of 
which are described by their v(){'.ations. the caste system at thE' present time. 
The richer and more educated among 
them, however. lose no time in giving 
up the hereditary profes.'!ion a.nd in 
seeking more congenial and "respecta­
ble" work. The advent of ma<'hinery 
has also bel~ this divorce between a 
caste and its time-honoured v()('.ation. 
Machinery kills manual art. and ~'hen 
Ii. craftsman lo~ his economic value 
owing to the introduction of machinery. 
he will not n~ily ~tick to the old 
job in the .Jtered environment. Tbe 
job will alad be invaded by many pt.,'O-• pW. who woUld have never thought of 
doint .0 before the age of machines. 

So< tAL ('oNREQm:NcJo~R 

The caste system W&!l but the stereo­
typing of the exclusive tendencies that 
developt>d in society. The intolerant 
attitude of the M,~lim invaders of 
India accentuated this exclusivenea' 
which became the sign of spiritual 
superiority if not of material pro.per­
ity. In fact. the leu the material 
prosperity of a man, the more he WAIl 

anxious to establiah hi. claim to .pir­
ituall'Uperiority, and he tried to .ub­
stantiat.! that claim by !IOlDC ~r­
it1 of dress. 01 diet.. or 01 conduct. fta 
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practi~ expression took tbe form of 
disdain lor everyb~y elsf!. In some 
instances thf disdain resulted into 
profound bitterness, and even enmity, 
when it stamped a man as impure by 
establishing sexual irrE'guiarity somt'­
where ·in hi~ ancestry. There are 
whole subcastes that are made to bear 
the badge of inferiority in this out­
rageous fashion. Sometimes even 
lesser causes wt're sufficient to make a 
new caste. Some people in a village 
swallow by mistake or by deceit some 
forhidden food. II they are Brahmins, 
they become Brahmin~ of an inferior 
grade on that aceount. This i~ tht' 
'Process that }I.'lS multiplied {'n"te~ and 
suhcll!ltes at lUI allLrmill~ pace And 
that is how the four ('a~tc'l arc !>uh­
divided into hundr('ck The prO(,CRS 
operated ('VCIl among the so-ca11,·d 
depres!-led cll1.,,,cs Thry may bt, un­
touchables to the rest of tht'ir ('o-rt'­
li~iollists, hut llmong' thcmselves thry 
have degrt'e'l of untouf'lJlthility Itnd 
superiority. 

Tee social consequenc{'s oIthe ca~te 
system have prov('d to he extremely 
unfortunate. In a static ~ociety reg­
ulated hy n stri<'1 eastt' Rystt'm, the 
place of ('aeh individual is fixed from 
the moment he j" born [lml that place 
I'annot he changed under any eirrulD­
stances in thj" world and in thiS hirth. 
This is a total n('gation of th(' dignity 
of man, as a man. and the demoerati(' 
principle of individuality. It entlllls 
terrible loss for the society in eVf'ry di­
rection. It runs counter to the prin­
ciple of ilelcction which reigns supremt' 
in nature. It giv..:!s a sort of stability 
to Iloci,>ty providt'd the habit of .. no 
qUt'stions nskt'd" is ineulcnted. }<'or 
dlat reason it kills all initiative and 
men lose their faith in etrort and the 
pernicious doctrine of fatalism rules 
supreme. That is the worst conse­
quence of the caste system. But for 
g~ or for ill. questions are being 

asked, and they are asked more and 
more 8S educalion spreads aDd free 

. discussion makes progress. The old 
l!IlCiety was so consf.Q1cted that the 
lower !'lasses were abs<W,i.tely dependent 
for their very livelihood on the good­
will of the higher classes. The old 
village system of India. is an instance' 
to the point. Every depres~ caste 
was given particular wor~ and remu­
neration was provided for that work 
from the only productive agent .,f the 
day, the land, whicb was almost ex­
clu'lively owned by·tht' non-<iepresS<'d 
caste'!. The untouchables could earn 
their livelihood only in that way, and 
in no other. In a society based on 
stattls, contract was, of course, not 
tolerated, and thus the caste system 
reduced all but the fortum.te few to a 
helplcs3 po'.ition. 

Theifecling-. of re.,entmen~ thus en­
gendered have lwen gro\\ ing up, uncon­
sC'JOul-Iy it mny be. for C{'ntlmes in the 
bosom of t ho"e who are held to he 1Il­

ferior. and al pre~(,l1t the sudden, and 
therefore tilt' ternfie l'xplo'lion of that 
rp"enhnent. i" i)('ing wltnes'Ied aH over 
the ('ountry. and the outburst is so 
greut that the politlcul unity, lahori­
oll~ly huilt up for half a century by 
patriotic men. ha~ been comumed in\he 
t \\ inkling of Illl ('y(' hy the devouring 
flamel>. of communal strife The mis­
fortune dONI not end there, however. 
.\11111 i<; a SOCial animal. and it is by 
l11utual kno\\letig(' and understanding 
that sympathy and solidarity are pro­
duced. But the CMtc system practi­
cally demands that men Il;!ust not min­
gle together intimately. They must 
not inteMlllc and they must not inter­
marry. .\nd thus the great sources of 
recolleiliation are not allowed to nxist. , 
It is not m8in~'\ined that caste rules 
are heing strictly ohserved everywhere. 
They are not. Among the iletter-to-do 
classes, wealth and e-ducation ha",e 
rendered them It'S!! binding. But even 
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among them the social intercourse is of 
a limited nature. It scarcely exceeds 
the drawing-room formalities. Except. 
in cities and itt big towns, the social 
intercourse bet~een the different castes 
is so limited as £0 approach the magni­
tude of the mathematical zero. One 

• curious indlcation of the situation is 
found in vernacular fiction. Its de­
scriptions rarel;)' touch the backward 
and the depressed classes except in a 
few CfSCS. The reason is that the writ­
ers who mostly belong to the more 
fortunate classes know nothing about 
them. Unity is a word the inner 
meaning of which raI'f'ly, on thil> ac­
('ount, penetrate& the bt'CTl't places of 
the heart. 

The gloominesl> of the pidure 1<; 

somewhat off&et by the fact that com­
. munal consciousness has rcsulted in 

sincere e"trorts ~ impl'(We tire Jot of 
the partic\1lar co1nmunity or caste, 
educationally and economically, and 
by the consequent hope t1at the narrow 
form which this consciousness usually 
takes, will. in the course of time. ",·ith 
the spread of educatioli and developo 
ment of. sober thought. \!merge in a 
broader outlook as national conscious­
ness. The prltiseworlby efforts of sucb 
institutions 8.l> tbe Brahms Ssmaj and 
the Arya &maj. the Depressed f'la!l!les 
Missions and the Servants <¥ India 
Society to counteract the poison of 
caste, also inspire the hope that the 
future will be bright in spite of tbe 
dreary past and the quarrelsom& 
present, and so t his survey of the 
re!>ults of the (,Il'lte sy!>tf'm lDay be 
brought to a do'le in all optimistic 
vein . 



Europeanization'and the ;A.ncient Culture of India 
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I T is· difficult to define culture. I 
have so tar not come acr08S such a 

dennition as would be at once satis­
tactory and exhaustive. In the ab­
sence of any such comprehensive 
definition of the term culture one is 
justified in describing a particular 
country's culture according to his 
notions of what a culture should be. 
My conception of culture includes' 

(a) A fairly high standard of com­
fort in hfe. 

(b) A developed tMte for literature 
and fine arts. 

(c) Developed industries indicating 
refinement and taste. 

(d) A developed and tairlyextensive 
literature. 

(e) A philosophical and well-rea­
soned conception of religIOn. 

(f) High social posihon of women. 
(~ Respect for individual liberty 

with due regard to the strength 
and good ot the whole society 

(h) High «>thical standards 10 war. 
0) The economic welfare of the 

common man, and 
(j) A high standard of puhllc and 

private hygiene. 

Judged from these standards one may 
confidently assert that India ha'l 
fulfilled these conditions almost always 
during thf' period known to us. 

Hindus believe that the Veda<l be­
long to the most remote period of 
Indi"r. life. Eu...:apean scholars do 
not, hGwever, a~pt that view. It is. 
however, admitted that India is onE" 
of the most ancient countrie-s of the 
world. European scholars are apt to 
start the history of culture and democ­
racy from the Greek period of civiliza­
tion. The Greeks and after them the 
Iiwnans were the founders of civiliza-

tion in Europe. That the East had 
developed a. high st&te of civilization • 
and culture long before Greece came 
into prominence in htimaU life is DOW 

acknowledged by scholars. Egypt, 
China, Babylonia, &syria, PersiA and 
India had all enjoyed long periods of 
civilization. It is now frPelyadmitted 
that Europe (or for that matter, 
Greece) borrowed its art and civiliza­
tion from Egypt. Whether the civi­
lization of Egypt was an indigenous one 
or she had borrowed it from some 
other source is a moot question. How­
ever, no civihzation can be wholly' 
borro~d nor can any be ent~ly 
indigenous. if we are to assume that 
at no period of world's history were the 
different parts of the world so i'SOlated 
from each other as to bar the possi­
bility of some international ('ommuni­
cation or exchange. 

Today the world is rathE"r a small 
place. dl!.tances and obstacles to free 
communication having been destroyed 
by steam and electricity. But e'tren 
when the world had no such facilities,. 
the different parts of the world did know 
each other either through markets or 
through universities. Personally I do 
not believe that civilization had its 
birth in anyone place or in anyone 
country. The world has always been 
intcr-dependent. always ~rrowing and 
giving ideas as well as commodities. 
I believe all Civilizations have devel­
oped in that way India was no ex­
ception to this nor was EuroPf.' or 
Egypt. 

RELlGIO:N , 

India is a vast oounti-y. Itlop 
undergone vast chan8'l8. PograplU-

118 



~N AND TBB .ANcnmT CuIJl'trali OJ' lxDrA. 1_ 
• • 

callJ. bistorieaUy. as well .. culturally. Her type.of civdi.tion. D .... maat1 
At 6rI\ sight it aeema absurd to give • feature. which differentiate it fl'Olll that 
one namt to all Indian civilization. . of aU other religion. of the world. wIdJe 
But a dOle exemination of facts and they are common to the wltole eountry or 
data amply proies the unity of Indian ra~er ~u~tinent. in a desree ~ 
civilization. at least for the present ~ Justify It. troa~ent ~~ a unit ~ the 
~ ...... ' __ 1 riod E . th be history of the SOCIal, religIous, qd mtel. 
5 ........ gtcm pe . ver SInce e • lectual development of --""kind 

• ginning of Indian history Indian civi- • . ~. . 
liBation baa been more or less religious. ~~essor Lowes Dl~~SO~ or (hford. 
One may retF.t that this could equally m ~lS essay on the Cwilucmon of India, 
be sai4 of other civilizations too. I Clttna and JapaTl, says: 
do nat admit that. Religion has had I couceive the dominant note 01 India to 
to do aomething with all civilizations. be religion; of Chula, humanity; oIlapan. 
That- is true. But religion has not chivalry, But religIon to Indians means 
been the dominating feature of them all. more than praying for children. praying for 
Take, for instance, tht" European rain, praying Cor healing, praying for every· 

thing they walit. . _ . Obser\rers believe 
civilization. Some people call it a that it is, too, alld I am inclined to think" 
Christian civilization, but it hlUl no tncy arc TIght. That even the Indian 
relation whatsoever with the religion peasant does really believe that the true 
preached by Christ. It may have life III a spltltual hCe; that he respect. the 

. been so in certain epochs, but not saint mort' than any other man; and that 
ahrays, nor now. It has not hlAl that he regards the material world .. "unreal," 
continuity of religious stamp on it that and all its cares as illusion. He can not, 
the civilization of India can claim. I of course, and does not, put this conviction 
am not saying this because I daim any into practice, or Indmn society would 

• credit for that. I am simply stating a come to an end. 
fact. Ever since India has had a Now let us see thE' chief distin~b­
li~l'llture that is literattlTe, the civi- ing features of Hinduism. It is a 
lization embodied then,in. and the lire religion whi<:'.h, in its manifold phases. 
Jived by the people who composetl developments and manipulations, in~ 
that literature have been dominated sisll! on seeing one in m/Llly and \nany 
by ~ligion. ill one. WIthin this limit it gives the 
• Religion has had its developments in fullest possible freedom of thought. 
India but fundamentally and in its helief and worship to all it!! votaries. 
essence it has remained the same. the fullest possible liherty to tbe in. 
When I speak of religion in relation to dividuu\ in the realm of thought, belief 
India, I mean the religion followed by and worship. This distinguishing rea­
the great bulk of its population, that ture of Hinduism is reflected in ita 
is, Brahmanism; BuddhiSlD and Jain- lux-inl institutions. 
iIm are daug~ters of Hinduism. Their What is the caste slstem? It is the 
philosopby is only an extension or an div1.8ion of the body cf the "Puraaha" 
amplification of the Hindu philoso.,hy. into four parts (varnall) (see X Ri,gveda) 
Their doctrine in its essence is a resulting eventually in the remerging 
Hindv doctrine. I wi:! quote only of aU into one at the time of M obluJ. 
two OpiniORS. one about the unity of "The poets of the Rigved ... ·' U)'I 
its civilization aDd the otber about the l)rofe.uoT Rap.lOD in the C4~ 
dominance.&I religion. Dr. V. A. Hi8tory of India. p. 54: 
S¥h. the historian 01 the .. Early know nothing of CMte in the later aM 
Riator)' r,J India, .... y.: Ilrider It!'DIe of the term; but the)' neot-

• 
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niee thA the.e are divers ortlert of men. 
Belore the end of t!le perla« covered by. 
the hymns of the Rigveda a belief in the . 
Divine origin-of the four orders of men 
was fully established; but there is nowhere 
in the Rigveda any indication of the 
castes into which these orders were afte<'­
wards sub-divilted. • 
At no period of Indian history has the 
caste systcm stood in the way of a man 
of the lowest caste becoming divine. 
The "untouchables," the Pariahs of 
:vtadras. have produeed saints whose 
shrines and images are worshipped by 
Brahmin and Sudra~ alike, in the tem­
ple of Srirangam at Tm·hnopoly. The 
same may be !.aid of Kabir, a Julaha or 
weaver of northern India, or of Sur 
Dae, and many (.thers. 

Speaking politically the cMte sy~tem 
of India Ita!. been a curse. As a !'oeial 
institution I have said in another place 1 

that "Today the Indian ca~te sy:-tem 
is lwyond doubt an IUHLchroni~m." It 
is fast disl11tegrating. Other COIll­

munities and other nations have known 
of ~'lte or cIa!.!; divi~ion'l, too, but in 
their case the distingui.,hing feature of 
these divisions has been either wealth 
or economic' position. K ot so in India. 
In In~ia a wealthy Brahmin may nevt'r 
attain salvation, willIe the poore .. t 
Pariah mlLy I am not }>rai~ing the 
system. I am again only stating a 
fact. 

Coming to Indian literature, there 
also one filld~ religion as the dominant 
note.2 

I U,thappy 1 .. dlll, lst edition, p. II!! 
'&YR Professor lli)Qson (Camlmdgc lIutory of 

lll.dw, p I>R): "l.ite_,ture ('ontrolled by Brah­
man.SID or by Jain /llld Uurldlu •• t mUll!.', mmt 
Daturlllly represellt ~y~tems of f/llth rather thall 
n/ltiun/ll ties. They 1IIUSt deal "itll thouj{ht 
rather than with action, With ideas mtller thall 
with events And in fact. lUI 8Our(,'('8 for the 
history of relij{l()n and philo.sophy, and for the 
develvpment of thoae sciences whl(~h, like 
gramrnll1', depend on the nunute and careful 
~vation Ilf facts, they stand amonl! the 
htellturea of the ancient world unequalled ID 

Of late some scholars have made.good 
lise of the Buddhistic J otako.. and the 
Puranaa in building up ancie~t Indian 
history, 

I,ITERATURE IND ART 

There ha..q been no break in the 
continuity of Hindu literature. Litera·" 
ture of the highest type, ('Overing aU 
the departments of kriow~ge, science, 
and art exists in India from· before 
3000 years B,C. 'l}> to date. I wonder 
if there is any other country'in the 
world which can ~tahlish such a' claim 
unless it be (,hina. India stands 
unique in this resoect. Having spoken 
of religion and literature, we come to 
thf> art of India. :For long, scholars 
continued to hint that India borrowed 
it!> art from Greece, but the rt'Cent 
discoverie., at Mohenjodaro and Har-' 
appa ftave !.et this mattu Ilt rc!.t. • 

'f111' urt of the Indus is dihtind from that 
of uny neighhouring ('ountry, nohith­
~tllnding that there are certain elem('nt~ in 
('Ollunon. The best of the figures on the 
engraved seals--notahl3' th(' llllmpt'd In­
dmn hulls and short-hom (attIt>--lue 
dl~tingUlshed hy a brcadth of treatment 
und a fct·llllg for hlle and form urt~lualled 
111 the ('ontl'llll>orary glyptH' art of :Elam or 
J\lesopotulIlla or Egn>t? The modciing, 
too, III falCuec of the rnllliature rams, rno'\,­
kc) s. dogs aud sqUIrrels IS of II very high 
order-far III ath unee of what we should 
('xp<'d III tht' fourth und third millenni'lDls 
IJ ( • Contru!>tt'd "ith t1H'se, the :ew 
exumples "e posses!> of human figures, 
'\\ hether exe('utHI m marble, stone, clay OiIr 
bronze. ure strangely untouth and suggest 
------ --,-------
their fullnes. and their continuity But a8 
!'t'(,'Ords of pohtK'R1 progress they are deficient. 
By then' aid alone It would ~ impossible to 
aI-etch the outline of the political history of any 
"f the nahons of India befllre the MuhaJLmadan 
conquest. :Fortunately two other lIOurcetJ of 
Information-foreign accounts of India aDd the 
monuments of India (e&pedally the iJucriptiou 
uno cOIns)--supply to 'lOme el<teJ"t th~ deficipIcy 
of the literatures, and furnish a c"ronoJoc;cal 
framework for the hu.tory of certain perioda." 
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t.bat for .mne reaaon or other the artiIts 
could have had rdatively little aperience 
in deIioeatinB the human form. 

About Industrial art also the follow­
ing evidence i~' sufficiently conclusive: -. 

Numerous spindle wheels in the debris 
of the hOUAe! attest the practice of spinning 
and ",'caving. a:ud scraps of a fine woven 
material, which appears to be linen. have 
also been found. 
The.o~ts of the rich v.erc of silver 

and gold or copper plated with gold. of blue 
faiente ivory, carnelian. jltdctile, and multi. 
color 'stones of various kUlds. For the 
poor: they were mainly of bhell of terra· 
cotta. Many examples of both kinds are 
exhibited in the ('ollel'ti(\n. Especiall~' 
striking are the girdlcs of ('arneiian and 
gilded copper and some of the bmaller 
objects. that is. earrmgs and "n('ttmg" 
needles of pUTt' gold. the ~uTlul'(, of v.hich 
IS polished to 11 degree that" oulo do credit 
to 11 present day le" elll>r, ,. 

Besidl's gold and silver. the Indus people 
were familiar 'IHtlt eOPlwr. tm and ll>ud. 
Coppc-r they used fJ'Peiy foJ' "'t·upon",. 1m· 
plements and dome~tll' utl'IlStlll; dllg/terll. 
knh es, Imtchl'ts, ~J('ldf'~. ('elts dusds. 
vessels. figul'llw~ lIud Pl'J'~ollal oTnaments. 
aDmll-b. WITt'. cll'. 1\1ost of th('~e objects 
are ~ rought hy hutllTllerlllg. hut t'xnmpll.'S 
of cast copper arf' not ulllmo~ n 

Common dOlllestic "1''>.'Wls ~l>TI' of ,·urlh. 
en'Yre. Thl'lr grealer varll'ty of shapeb-­
each e,,'olved for some partJ('uJar pllJ'pose­
~viden("e a long perIod of alltet"ed('nt de· 
velopment. though It I~ l'lIrioUIl how few 
of the VlIJles al'f' provldcd "'Illl handles 
Most of the pottery is plam undel'QI1Ll<'<i 
red ware, but puintl'd ....-are is by no melUllI 
uncommon. As a rule. the dl'slg1l" are 
painted in black on a darki~h red shp and 
eons~t of geom('tri(' and J<>hnte dC\'il'es 
with occasional figures of animals .\ k" 
apecimens of polychrome decoration Ul red. 
white and black ha"'e aJlJ() been met WIth. 
~in 01 the eerami(' shapes and orna· 
mental pattt'ms betoken a ronncctJon with 
Baluchiatan. &8 well lUI '" ith Elam and 
Mesopotamia. 

The p1"elle1WP. of inscribed seals. _lings 
and.other objkta in almoet ('\'ery building 
iI iumcie.u indication that the l'ltizens 

• 
must ba~ been familiar with !he art oi 
writing, and it may<be inferred. that it WIU 

employed for business and other putpOIeI, 
... 

I have given these extract. in ful1 
because in my judgment they are al. 
most condusive proof of a high degree 
of material ci\'ilizatiOlt' in. the Indue 
valley ngion of India some 5000 year~ 
ago.! 

It will be relevant to quote further 
ht're the opinion of Sir John Marshall, 
Director-General of Arcllll'ology, about 
the level of the general culture of the 
people of India at that time: 

That by the above date city life in Hal" 
appa and Mohenjodaro was o.ll't'ady rt"~ 
markahly well-<lrganizcd and tbat tbe 
material ('ulture (If the lX'of/lt" was rda· 
tlvely highly dl've!ollt'd. 111 4"\ ident, In· 
deed, the roomy and "ell.huiIt hOIl'!e!! and 
the degree of luxury dt'notl'<i hy the prell­
ence ill them of "4118 and hath.rooms. 
ht'token a 'I()('ial ('olldltlOII of the ('itizens. 
at II'I1st ('qual to that found In SIIlll(·r. and 
markedly III ad\'an('e of that prcyallillg in 
C'Outemporo.ry Bahylolllll and Eg)1)t, where 
llit' roYal 1ll01111ll1l'Uts of the king8-
Jlllla('t's: tombq allll ll'mples-may 'lave 
bet'n snperlOr to all~thl1lg of lh('lr d8.!ls to 
h<' found in 1mlla, hut "hefe no pfnate 
dwelllllg hou~.'N ()f Ihf' (,lti7'('lJq hav!-' 1\0('1\ 

diS('O\ crt'<i at all ('olllpl1rahle wltb those' 
ullearthed III J n(ita 

ECOSOlflC ('();\ DlTJU·. 

Aoout the C('<lIIontic' ('ondition of the 
people or India, ill t ftc hi .. torical period, 
nc have tIle e"id"Jl('<' of literature, 
laws and folklore, The- historical 
period in Indlll has !,('('II pla<'cci about 
750 B.C "Tht' Sutrll .... prt'<'cde the 
earh('~t works on ,:BucldbisDl. The 
earlieHt known J'fLrana prec«les the 
later law books h~' <>enturies," (sayll 
the Cambritlgc IliAtOT1/ of Indio), 
Taking all tbis into roo5ideration and 
looking at the life 01 the peoples 01 

• For ,uheequent devl'lopment. 01 Arb and 
Indwtriea, J mUJlt refer the l'ISder to the writiDf! 
of Uavell..nd ADIIoJa Coomar-Swamy. 



N9ttb lWia.. as it IW'V'" in the ,.,rds of their foltlore, and. of tbe 
dilcipline of the brethren who lived in 
dote touch with all classes, Mrs. Rhy_ 
Davids, the writer of the chapter on 
Economic conditions in the Cambridge 
HUtorll' oj Inq,ia, has come to the 
fonowing cOntllusion: 

And we have seen agriculture diligently 
and amicably carried on by practically 
the whole people as a toilsome but most 
natural and necessary pursuit. We have 
seen crafts and commerce flourishing, 
highly organised corporately and locally, 
under conditions of individual and cor­
porate competition, the leading men 
thereof the friends and counsellors of kings. 
We have found "labour" largely hert->di­
tary, yet, therewithal. a mobility and ini­
tiative, anythmg but rigid, revealed in the 
exercise of it. And we have discovered a 
thorough familiarity with money and 
credit agel before the seventh ('entury A.D. 

The same learned writer says 

that the rural economy of India, at the 
coming of Buddhism was (i.e .• about the 
61th ,century B.C.) based chiefly on a 
system of village communities of land 
owners or what in Europe was known as 
village proportioDllitip. 

spea'king of the same period Profes­
sor Rhys Davids haa said in his 
Buddhud India: 

There was security, there was inde­
pendence. there were landlords and no 
paupers. The mass of the people held it 
degradation to which only dire misfortune 
would drive them, to work for hire. 

These three quotations give a good 
picture of econ~mic conditions in 
ancie!\t India. Magesthanese and 
other Greek writers have testified to 
.. the high level of veracity and hon­
esty" in the India of the Mauriyan 
period (800 B.C.). 

About the health of the people of 
India, in the Mauriyan period of 
Ilidian history, which almost begins 

with the "raid" of.~ (_ 
,}J.e.). we find the Greeks stating:-

• There 'IV" really very little for a. doetor 
to do in India exeept to ~ make bite. 
.wee diseases were 80 IV, in India (C-. 
bridge Hillory DJ Indw P. ~). 

Another Greek writer described the 
Indians to be singularly free from 
disease and long-lived. The people 
of Sind, Onesicritus s8.id. lJODletimes 
reached ISO years.· 

THE STATUS OF THE WOMEN 

As for the status 'of the womeh ill 
ancient Indian society one may fairly 
assume the B<'Curacy of the following 
conclusions: 

(a) The Vedic marriage was usually 
monogamic though polygamy 
was not unknown probably 
among the princely class. 

(b) Polyandry was unknown. • 
(c) The poetical idea of the family 

was decidedly high. and we 
have no reason to doubt that 
It was often actually fulfilled 
(Macdonell and Keith's Vedic 
India, p. 488). 

(d) Rigveda X, 85, discloses a 
society in which the panies to 
the marriage were grown up 
persons competent to woo and 
be wooed, qualified to s've 
consent and make choice. 
(Ragozin's Vedic India, pp. 
S7~ and 878). 

(e) The same hymn gives evidence 
of the complete supremacy of 
the wife as mistress of her 
husband's houie (Ragozin's 
VerIic India, pp. 87i and 878). 

(f) No religious ceremony could be 
considered complete and effica­
cious unless both husband and 
wife joined in it . 

I The intelleclual powers which they <UsaJayed 
in &rta and craft. were attributed. lib the 
health and loogevity. to the purity of the air 
and the rarified quaht.ies of ",at«. but \heir 
health w .. abo attributed to * aimpJidty of 
their diet and their abeti_ tro.. ...... 
(pp. WT and 408 c~ « .. orr U/ 1..-..) 
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(g) The words Pati (Master) and period of Ute worid's histcfry t:tore the 
Patni (Mistress) ~~y equal- • nineteenth °centuri. was the gseral 
ity of general posItion.. . position of the Indian wgman inferior 

(h) There was no seclUSIon of to her sisters elsewhere. except perhaps 

(I
') women, . , as far as it was affected by the custom 

No tracerof Sah IS to be found f child . d th h'b·ti 
in the Vedic literature. o. marriage ~ e ~ro.l 1 on 

(j) Women enjoyed full rights of agamst the remamage of wislows. In 
property (Stridham). the best period of ancient" Indian cul­

This is with 'regard to the Vp<lic 
period.. In tte Epic period the position 
of wOlPen did not deteriorate. There 
was the same position of general 
e<J.uality. The Epic period expressly 
recogni'!es marriages of love contracted 
otherwise than with the consent of 
parents. The tendency of I he Epic 
period seems to have been to confer the 
!!tAtus of marriage on all permanent 
'llllOnS, however eifected,-permanent 
~n the intentions of the parties. In 
fad even irregular unions \\elle de­
clared valid. Hindu law really makes 
no mention of illegitimacy of children. 
There are no caste distinctions. The 

• wife enjoys full rights of property in 
her estate. Singing and dancmg and 
riding were cOIlr>idered accomplish­
ments, and other"ise Illso sex relations 
were of the best kind. Women wcre 
freely and highly educated. 

Ittis durmg the Sutra and the Smirti 
J¥.'riod that the positIOn of the Indian 
woman becomes one of dependence, 

• and caste restriction'! are enforcC(L 
The position of a lImdu mother has 
always heen and is infillltely (o,uperior 
to anything known in any other part 
of the world. .\s regards inheritance 
in a divided Hindu family, the \\Idow, 
the mother, the daughter and the si.,ter 
all have rights of inheritance und->r 
certain circumstaoces. The \\ idow has 
a righ\of adopting a son to her husband 
under certain circumstances, a right 
perhaps known to no other part of the 
world. It is~ maintained that if one 
com~, peliod by period and epoch 
by epoch: he will find that at no 

ture, however, both these customs were 
non-existent, In medieval India they 
Wf're the product of political conditions, 

WAR TIME SANCTIONS. 

The standard of culture in a com­
munity i'l, I think. best determined by 
the treatment it sanctions for enemies 
in war time. In the war of 19141-18. ' 
.. Kill the enemy and the enemy 
nation by all means available" was the 
principle. The Indians, however. had 
no bombs, aud no submarines. They 
did not evidently know of poisonous 
ga'les, llor did they blockade whole 
countries for the purpose of starving 
them to .. ubjection. N'evertheless, the 
Epic peri(){l of India shows ideals of 
war loftier than anything known .. ny 
"}If're el'lC in the "orld. The Mahah­
harata and the Sutras lay down high 
ideal!! of war morality. The wllrrior 
wa'! speciltlly enjoined to avoid aoing 
any hurm to "omf'n, old ml'n, men 
hearing no arms, and non-coulbatants. 
To kill the enemy by fraud, or to starve 
or hlo<·kade him was considered un­
worthy of a warrior. 

Apu.,tllmha and Baudbyana and 
Gautllma prohibited the use of poisoned 
arrows or an attack on tho!>£' who 
supplicate for mer('y ~r are belpless. 
such as those" ho hav 1 Ct"ased to fight. 
or liurrendt'red. That these rules were 
foHowed in actual practice can be 
abundantly proved by the pages of 
Rajput history. Even in medieval 
India Rajputs showed more humanity 
and chivalry in war than the Europeans 
did in 1914-18. 

Gautama X, 18, lays down that, a J 



Jr.bag eommitll a ain -if be.JujUJteS or eemed, India bas little to L-.m hom 
~. in battle • Europe. 
those who haw 1M their borses. chariot- Neither Christian dogma. nor CJnU,. 
em. or anns. those who join their hand!! tian theology. nor European philosophy 
(in supplication), those who flee with have made any app~ble impretsion 
lIying hair. those wbosit down with averted on the Indian people. No doubt the 
laces. t1l~ woo have climbed (in flight ~ number of Christiansis increasing every 
on eminenceA or trees. me88eQgertl. and year, but the reason for it is other than­
those who declare themselves to be cows the superiority of Christian doctrine. 
or Brahmans. European non-religiotlism also is not' 

Baudbyana on p. !!OO says: baving much vogue. SpL,kin& of the 
Let him not fight with those who are in nation as a whole. India is not liliely to 

fear, Utl:oxicated, insane or out of theIr lose her spiritual mentality. But her 
minds, (nor with those) who have lost spiritual outlook is. hound to be<r&ll8-
their armour, (nor with) women, infants, fonned by the general European out­
aged men, and Brahmanas. look on life. Back to the simple 

The Greek writers have made it a religion of the'Vedas with their joyful 
point worthy of mention that the culti~ outlook on life may be the outcome, 
vators took no part in war. but it is dangerous to prophesy. In 

the matter of the rights of women, the 
chaftge in the mentaljt~ of educated. 
India-is distinctly progrt'ssivc and it 
may be confidently as.oJerted lbat 
Purdah (seclusion of women), early 
marriage, the prohibition against 
widow remarriage, will go. There has, 
never been any Purdah in the south. 
In the north its r1gour has been con­
fined to city folk of respectability. 
mostly Jf u,~alman8. In the villages 
throughout India there has hardly 
been any Purdah. The custorli. of 
dlild marriage is fast disappearing. 
That 801'10 was confined to particular 
cla.sse~. ]'rohibition to widow remar­
riage was never universal. It .. 'as 
generally ('onfilled to the higher caste. 
Among the!>C. too, widow remarriages 
are multiplying. The present custom 

"War rollt,'<l past them. At the very 
time when a battle was gomg 011, the 
neighboring ('u\tivators mIght he ;,cen 
quietly pursuing their work of ploughing 01' 

digging unmolested" (Cambridge lh,tt/ry of 
India, p. -'110). 

THE ART OF GOVERNMENT 
I am sorry that consjdt>ration~ or 

space forbid Ill!' from saying somethin~ 
abou! the art of Government in nm'it'nt 
India. Government in ancient India 
wa.-'I much more ('ivili<;ed and humane 
and in a way more democratIc than 
it has been in any country in the \'\ orld 
before the eightet'Jlth century A.D. In 
certain respects it would ht'ar good 
comparison eVI'D with moUt'rn Goyern­
ments of Europe and i\.merica. 

THJ!l EFFECT OF MODERN ECRoPEAN of marnage bemg arraneed by parent! 
~ULTt;RE will also cease to function and marriage 

So much about the spirit of the 
culture of Ancient India. Now I shall 
discuss the effect of modern European 
culture on it. It is too early yet to 
speak of the permanent effects of 
European culture on Hindu civiliza­
tion. One can only mention certain 

"te,wencies. As far as religion is con~ 

by choice among adult persons will 
take Its place. The immediate cause 
of it may be the impact of Eqropean 
civilization. but it will not be a new 
thing. The economic independence of 
women may come, bll' only to a 
limited extent, as Indiam on the whole 
still loath to think of th~ wOm$l 
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uvial to eaI'Il ttither for themaelvea or 
for others. There is a deep-rooted, 
IeIltiment against it. with a re&8OD. 

behind it. Birth control is, I think, an 
entirely new idea for India. It will 
grow. As ~ the improvement of 
the Hindu women's position for the 
purposes of inheritance, that too may 
come, though the break up of the joint 
family system snd the power to dispose 
of one's p1-operty by wul make it 
rathV UDnecessary. 

In .education the women are coming 
into. their own. That agam will be 
reproducing ancient conditions. The 
effect of European art on Indian art 
was at first horrible. But the Indian 
art and ideals are fast recovering, and 
will probably create an entIrely new 
system peculiar to India and her 
civilIsation. 

In the matter of Industr¥i.l art, 
EUrope's cheap designs have almost 
completely destroyed Indian Ideals. 
Machine has kllied the soul, and the 
result is only a carICature of Its former 
:.elf. There IS a revlvalm thiS respect 
too. All far as clean and hygienIC 
hvmg is concerned, India can not do 

I " 
better thlfll reveh to ber~t ideala. 
European"inftuenee in this respect is 
partly good and partly bad. The 
bulk of the people are tOO poor and too 
ignorant to observe rules of ~. 
and the Government is too calloWl 
to spare money lor. publiC' health 
arrangeJJ)ents. Things way improve 
slowly. 

Ot\ the whole. I am inclined to 
think that the influence of European 
culture on the Indian mind has not been 
much for the good of the lat,ter. In 
the long run, as I have already re­
marked, no culture can remain purely 
local. India will certainly learn IIUUlY 
thmgs from Europe, and Europe abo, 
as she comes to know India better, will 
grow 10 her appreciation of ancient 
IudUl.n culture. European science and 
European learning is producing a 
revolution in people's mentality all 
over the world and India can not and 
"IU not remam unaffected. Nor is 
there any reason why I!Ihe should. 
India wants to take her proper place 
III the up-to-date nations of the ~orld, 
and has no ambition to be an iSOlated 
umt. 
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Clvlhzulton, (.rt'Ci.. period of. 18l'" 
('IRIII", rluh, n~, till 
(,llIlIll' \ri"trnhon Comlllittet', 116 " 
CL.\ .. "r_'o, 11<""" Hll> ASH C"TOlTIHBLF., :\1&. 

hlltlllll:\1 K GaIuUu, 181-!l • 
( LO\\, \ (;, {'n(,lllpIO)'llt'nt III India, It-i-Il. 
('ollt'~., ....... J ndm. Collegt'''' 
(',,1\1\11:1« E \,loa> hUI·>l1Ity. Lalubhia Samalda!. 

90--100. 
('onllllunlCution. (India), deterillinatton of 

~Ht"/Il lind dIrectIon, ,S9 
('O~NI N!('ATlO!<S-n~IL\\ w.., D. Y. Anden;on. 

511--67. 
('ompu\"OQ' F.<iucat.on in India! 186 
CONSTITUTION.H, Ih;VEJ.<IPIoIEl'."l' A ,'1) POUTICAL 

InY-AU<, 'l11t' Io:a.rl of Roualdshay. 1-8. 
Cotton ('rop in IndIa, 77 
Coun('i1 .\ct 11161, 89. r 
COTAJE£. J C, Money Ret:onstruction in India 

(l1l'lS--'t7). 101-14. 
Culture. definition of. 188, 
Ct'LTl'1U: ot' ISDIA. Et"ROPE..UilATIOS' A~'D !'lIE 

ANCIE!'>.,., Lala Lajpat Rai,· 1~95_ 
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~ Com)!lieWm, JeI'OI'Dmendations" 11 •. 
:CIlft'l!ll'tY Commjuious of India.. 101; CbambeJ'o. 
, Jai:g ConuniBsiou. 101; BabiIlgton-Slnith Com-. 

miPioD. 101: Royal Commission, un. 
~ Standard (India). 104., lOS: difficulties 

of working. IM.OS: cost of introduction, 105. 

Dacca. eueutivoe oouncil, 148; oonstitution, US: 
powenl, US. 

Dacca Vnivenrity, 140. 
Debts. Public. Inilia. 121, 122. 
Drafts. Coun~. 102. 
DyarcHy.6,7. 

• 
~ot !bdia Company, 9. 19. 38, 60. 92, 98, ISS, 

16tP, 170: dllties under British Control. 92, IlS. 
F.ast India Company. 46, 4i. 4H; political alll­

bitions. 46; struggle. •• 46: subsidiary treaties, 
46, 47: increase in authority and pl't'stigt", 4i. 
48; effects of regulating act. 47: ('han~ in 
authority. 47. 48; new treaty. 4B. 

East India l:ompany, subsidiary alliance', is, 
49.50; relations with India power" ,')0. 

FAn Indian Railway, 60; opening of, 60. 
East Indian Railway Contm<'l, flU 
E:eonomic ('ondition~ in Indua, ~ India, 

l<Ax>nomic Conchtions. 
F..conomic n"pre ... "oll, !Ie(' Iudia Rronomic 

Depre""ion 
Rronomic Libf'rali.~m, 114 
F •. {'osoldJ(· LIt'E, CARTE Sl'STEM AND IT!! lb'-

L.\ 1'10" TO, :\f. D. Altekar, J HS- 7. 
lkonomlc Sy"l;>m, 12M 
F .. ducatwn (Indon) control of, 155, l,';fI 
I<~llt (,ATION, PRIMARY ANI) S~A'()"IHI!Y, :E 1--. 

Oaten, 130- 7. 
EU\1('\TJON, Tf;l'lINJ(,AL A"D YO(,AT)()"U~!\ T. 

,* .. 'ton, 151-HIO. 
F...ducatlon in Indin, 1~12-1!17, tyP'"' of. l~t, 1:'13, 

IS4; I!eCQndary, 13';. prmlllr,r, J.'H; /umdicap', 
IS.~; oompui.ory, IS';, 136. 

F...ducational }o'unfh, 180. 
F .. dlK"&tional l'oh('v, 151. 
F.ducationaJ. I'rogran.me, 1:;7, 1M" 159. ad­

vanced inKtruct,o'l. 158. l;>xtll" and tannlflg, 
1118, 159; need for to"Chnicallraming, 1.';9. 

EdIX'Alionai J"'port, 158. 
Egypt, civilizat,ion of, IAA. 
EMIGI<ATJOS. Ifevapra.oa.! Sarbatlhllonry, it7-s.'i. 
Emigration, Ree India Emigration. 
Eng\lsh Perf>dicA1o in ID<ha. 178. 
European gvilization. 18h; loull<kn of, ISH. 
BUl'OJ/!'II.n"()wned Pmts in india., liS, 174. 
&uropean TrooplI. amalgamation 0(, ~O; ~y.tem 
, of linked blltt.&lio;.nll, 2<1, 

~1I!.owu.tox "''''D 'l'ln: AI'I'Crr.)'''T Ct'LTcar: 
OF bDu., p..p J..j)llll Rai.· 11;8-95. 
r.orta. l,pd.iau. 91. 98. 100. 

~.:l"n...-..:I. 

Fami.ne \,:~ 811. 
Famine CommWiOD. lIbeDonuau Ol tooo. 86. 
Famine Commilsion 01. 1900. 85. 
FAMINES ANn SrA.NDARD8 oa> Ltvnm. V. N, 

Mehta, 82-9, 
FAMINE!! IN INDIA, 82-85; early history, at. 88; 

caU!leS of. 84; indications of. St; method cI 
handling, 8~; in~cations cI. 82i fithtiDg tilt. 
84; change ID policy. ~. sl. • 

Farm Ma&.inery, so. 
Fertilisers,. 80, 
Finant'e, principles of sound. Iii, liS. 
fINANCE, l'UBl,IC. IN INDIA, George F. Shimu. 

115-25. 
Finant'e System, India. provincial, 40 . 
Financial Admilli~tration. India. lee India 

Financial Admilli~tration, 
Fiuant'ial Ut'lations. revision or. 119; introduC!­

tiou of reforms. 120. 
Finallt'ial Systt'm (India), divided headA, 118. 
Financial System. India, see India. Fina.nciJ 
Sy~tem. 

Franchis<', Indian, IS. 14, 

Gagging Act. IG~. 
GANDHI, MAIIATId,\ ]\f. K .• Backward and Un­

touchuhl .. ('IIi~'it'JI. 181-2. 
Gt'ne\,1i ECQumni(' Cou(erent-e, 19r7, OS, 
(~()l<l Hullion Sta/l(iard, 102, lOll, 104. 100. 107; 

priM' c~)/Ilrol, 100; problt'm of fatio. 100, 107. 
Gold Exd,nnl!{' Stanclnl'<l, 102, 108, 104. 
(;"Id SuuJ(lard lIe'o('T\'e. 102, 
Govt'rnment, I'oh('y of. RO, H1, 
(;o\'{'mment of ludia AM uno, 119. 
GI't'Bt IIrltalll. purlillment or IOU). 7. 
(;reat Indian I'C'III11~ulR Hail",.y. 00. 
GU(tWTlI OF J')I'ItN~LIKU AW)NO jNDIAHa, 

O"J\lJ'II C)/<', HlIlJlIIlII1JHla ('huUerjl'!e. JofJI-8, 

HAIITOG, I' J , TIle In<llll.l1 "nivel'1nlie~. IS8-1)(), 
Ilulflu Jkoh .. (, J HH 
Hmclu C\\',liZllllOn, Sf!. lR~ 
Ihndu ('oll('gt". I:IH; (X·ntml. ISO 
Hindu I)n,ofrllle, Ifill 
Illlldu t:1O"CtoMl, 6. 
Hmdu FamjJ~', HI!!; rights of inh ... ril&1Jt'e, IDS; 

('hiM 11111Trlal!{', IUS. 
Hindu La",', 1113 
Hindu I.iterature, llJO. 
1I111du :\I".,onarie~, ii ~ 
IhsllI'.:\fo!lLltllf {'IOUTY. \'iMor A. G. R, Lytton. 

l1.HUJ 
Hindu .Mot bml, 1115. 
Hindu NabnlJahst. •• IS. 
Hindu J'opIIlatiolJll. 176. 
Hindu 'RacI-, 36. 
Hindu Soctcty, mo<iern. 184. 18/1. 
lJiuduiwm. SO, lin. 1112, 180. 1110; moms. 181; 

"ute 8)"!item, 180. 100. 
Hindu-Mo§lem ProbJesn. 175. 



c· • 
HIDcbat. Caate JjyItem. 1st. 1"" 185. 188; 

srowth of. 188. 1St. fJIlO!oune eIf«ft.l. 1St. 185. 
IOCIIIl ooo .. ,eq_. 185,186 

HindWl-Moelema.'.elJgmu. ddferencee, 178 177. 
178 

Hindu .. Mollems PrejudJcea, 177. 178 
Hyderabad Treaty. 48 ., 
ImperIAl ('..o~. 81. 88, reaproc:~ty resolu­

tlon,.'1 
Imporb. see India Imports 
IndIA, advanoement, SO, SI. literature and cuI· 

ture, SO, IndU8trlAl, SO 
IndIA, agncultural exports, 98, 94 
Ind.., agricultural land ownert<llIp, 73, 88-.'" 

JDenb, 'Is 
India. allnMllturalJand, primary production, 75 

76, Importance of cultivation, 77 
India, agriculture and mOWltry, IOterdependenCf', 
,97 
India, AnCIent. 56. '17, 90, 192, 198, 194. 195 

local self-guvernment 311, '17 _tatus of women, 
19i, 193, VediC penod Wi. EpIC period, 1Il'l. 
art of government, 19+ efft'Ch of modern 
I<:uropean ( ulture. 19i. 105 

IndIA, Annllal Hllllhandry. 79 
India. Anny, 19--'l.'l mallltcnl\noe of, iO, il 

ptJIIt-war (hangt'll. 21 present strt"ngth. !lll 
functlOn~ m war, !It. lDternal St'Cunt) troop. 
ii, rontrol of. l!'l romllll .... IlII1 •• 'l'l 

Inws. AnDY of l'l Brll .. h lncha. HI ";u\lIIar> 
Foree, 19. Terrltor\l\\ Force, 11) ";rlllY rt"'f'rvc 
of IJ.lt .. b Intill! .. I». Ind\8n ~tl,te l'ofl'eS 19 

IndIA. Bankmg "'y~telll. 94. 9';. 06 ~ro"'tb uf 
{I$, 00. land mnrtgage bank" 117 

IndIA, IIrlt",h Juurualiqm 111, 1119 
Indttt., UlI!'lll,h-ownE'ti Pres~, 17ii!, 173 Europell.n 

owned, '>ress, 17~ 
IndIA, Urltl8h 1'0h"y, 5 
India. Clll!tes, lii!f> elfeds on enlpl.,\Qlent l'l.'! 

economic and l!O(WSlstelll', I'll'! 
lDdla. Centrlll lA'gJ.Jatul'f'. 11, Iii!, leg .. latl\'e 

U8I'lI1lbly, 1 'l 
India, Centr,ulzed BanklDg m. lOI 
loths C,Vthzed Go\ernment 9i dulle. of, 98 
IndIa, colJ~. ISH 8tudle~. l~!j 
Inw.. ('011 ega, nllsllonary. 145. llIedn~.J .... hods. 

166, 146. engUleertllg. B6, agricultural 140 
law ecboob, 146. 3CJ'0ol. of edut'auon, 146, 
edu-:alKln of women 'Q46 

Iud., ooDlmercJA! bll.nkJug, de\e1oplnent of, ) 10 
IndJa, eommuolc&U\l1lS. 59, orlgln', SII. past 

bwtory.59 
India, condition.. of the land. 7", 75. Imgallt)n, 

7<6.76 
IIICha, COllltrtutlOnaJ development, )-', ba.'/C 

fad.l, I, dlverllt~ t,f tol\gUe8, I, rellplus 
cleavagea, 1 cultural chlWD. i 

Inoli&, colIperalt~ credrt act. 97 
India, .count)' towus, mUJllapabt_ Ill. S9 

1Ddia. <lOttoa ClOp, 'rI. 
)Ddia. crops, failure of, 81, 81. 
India, cultmr.Uon of, 71. 76, 7G, 'rI. '13. itapalo­

t.aDee of, 77. 78 
latha. cummcy. purcbue oImrw.." ll •. 
ladta. lndustnal Develop~t. 91. GI, 98~ 

BrilWi control, 92, is_ 
India CoUDC11. 9 
IndIA, debt position, 1 it 
India. early tradmg. 90 
IndIa, economIc change, 5i, 6S. develop1lU'Dt., 6i. 

58, pohcy of gov .. rnment 'lUlo& the DlUtmy. 
5i,5'1.54 • 

India. economIc condition, 98, 940, 115. 19~ lH. 
exports, 115. mdusJleII, 116. pnces and 
wage'! 115, 116 • 

India, edu('atton, control .1£, 155, 166 • 
India educatton m, 15i. 158, IDd\l.ltrllll and 

techmcal, IllS, 154 
Ind·a. educatlOllAl propramDle. 1.51, 15~ 157. 

]58, advanced m.truetlOn. 11>8. textiles and 
tl\nnmg 1:;8, 159, net',d for techl1lcal tralDtDg. 
1'>11 

IOfha educatIOnal progreo<~. Hl 
IndUl edu('ahonal stamlarw., ISO, 140 
India, em~Tahon, effect. of, 31l. 8'1 
1"01,,, EL'ROl'II:''''17ATIn ... A'In TIll. -\NC'tE>ll' 

<. I I Tl Ill. ot, LaI,1 LaJpat Hal • 1118-195 
Indm exp"rts. 115 
IndlS family budgets H7, B8 89, e~lturr or 

workmg c1a'iS, RR H9 remedy, Hli 
Imha, Famme, 189D-1900, 97, beneUt to agrt­

(u\turf' 97 
India FlDancm\ Administration 1 HI 
{ndlS, Fmanual <" ,!em, 116-118. budget!!, 116,' 

117 ~()UI'<'eS of r'eHlDue. 117 
lndm fmalloal sj.tem, Important matte". It:l, 

HI! retren<-hment 1111. rerllficatlon. litl, 
pubhc dcbt,. HI. ll1i • 

India future of, 7, 8. advocated systems of 
government, 7, H 

Indlll Iuture taxation, 86 
India, government of, 17. 18. pre!!ent poSlllCD, 

17 futurt' &11118,17, 18 
Indm Government Demand on Land, 87 
IndUl. GO\ernment, rurAl boards, "' '-~. 

chffil'nlbe!l. 4'1 
India, Governor-General w COUJlClI. 10, 11. 1~ 

1'1 memben.. 11, teprellllntaut''l, II, respon-
8Iblht). 11. dulles and power., 11, Ii. 18 

India. (tovt"~nment, transfer to Hntash CroW'll 
51, pnr Mples, 51, 5Jt 

IndIA. borne rule. ItS 
India, mlpenal bank of. 101 
10m., uoports. 98. 119 
Iodla, Industnal oornmlSSlOn. In 
) orua, IDdnstnal lIystem. 1 l. 
Incha, mduatr_ of, lU. ~r'OI, 1'" 1" 
india, mtenDed1ate oollq<ea, lU 
.~ 
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11Id~ JegisJative aoU, 4. 89. to. 41. 42; legis-
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India. legIlIIature. conference of let.ders, 179 
Incha. Local SeIf-Guvernment, s 
IKllIA. LoqL SJI!lUI'-GOVllHNMEN1 IN. S N 

Ma1IJk.lIk 
IDIb&. tnaI'!'I&ge contract 'I, 88 
1.ncIa. Maunyan penod. 192 
1ndi1&. military budget. t4. i5. recommendations. 

ib 
indIa, Dulltary estabhshment, strength prIor 

to mutlOY. 20 
lad ... miht4ry policy. n,. Peel Comml'iSlon. 28 
IndIa, modern. attamment of IdcaJ. 26 
IndIA. mc.dern Untver~ltJe', 18/l 
INDIA. ~()m:Y RJ!l('ONSTRH'TIO'i IN (19!t5-1027). 

J C CoyaJee. 1<1l- H 
IndIA. parhamentary government, 2, 3. 4 de­

mand for. 8. eArly progress. 'J, dfects of 
EngiJ_b educahon, S. 4 • 

1 adm. politIcal ad \llOoe 17. 18 
IndIA, pohtl("al SItuation, effects on Journalism. 

172 
Inda. populatIOn of. 1. lIS. d,vf'r~.ty of tonglll". 

I 
IndIa, pre,.den~y town.~ 89 
loclla. Pre.. •• attltude of nrllt.h 8uthortt.e,. 161. 

pubhcatlOlI \. 1111. legtHlatlon Rnd h, '''. I 0 I 
162. J6'J 

! IltdlR, I're-" ar Gold Exchangt" btandard, WI 
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IBdla. provlDclal fmance 5~ ~tem, 40 
lJIdJa. provUK'1A1 legJ,laturea. HI. POWf'rt<. 10 
lad .. , public debt. ('Ontrol of, 118 
II'IllIA. PrBLIe. l'INA'I/( E IN, (.eorge }o' ':;Jurras, 

111}-2!\ 
indIA. Rallroad~ problem", 1)7 
1001&. Railway tomullltfeoi. ~S, Acworth. 64. 

Rale$ \dVL.aI) 65, ,>taodlllg }o'malloe. 115 
lndJa. Ratlway !:>y.tenlll. 6' •• 66, mdlvldual, Gil. 

00, admtnultratf(JQ of. OJ, 00, Orgall/utIOn, 
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Indl&. nallwaYA, 61-64. development of, 61, 
ownenlup aod ma~ot. 61. <Jt. Govern­
/Dent wltrt-l. 61. 6i gua.nwteed oon.psruea, 
Ii. 63. fabonahatwn of. OS. 64. 
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IDdaa. reUp,b, 188, lR9 
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India, shlpbu&ld11llIntluRut,. .. 
IndIa, sfandanl. of CIVlllsatlon. 67 
India, standards of bVlllI. 86, 87 • 
Iudl&, state revenue. 86. a&!IeIII!lJel1t, 86 
indIa. ~ugar IDdustry. 98. 99 
IndIA. system of marketing. R8 
Indta. TarIff Board, 0:1 
Indl&, taxallon m. IJ6e Taxatton, In.t", 
INDIA, TnE AOHI( t LTtJDlt OF, H H Mann,71-31. 
INDIA. TUFAIlIIY AI'IllNA\YIN. P S C;;lvanramy 
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INDIA, THII! INTERNAL STATES or. Xeralapuu., 
45~~8 • 
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future development. 66. 67 
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bldian Cotton l\fil~ndU8try. OS. 
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