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PREFACE 

MORt of the pubhcatIOns on WhICh the preRent 
v.ork IS based are not easIly accessible to the 
readmg publIc of the country They have gone 
out of print and become scarce and rare Hence 
extracts in extenso have ~been reproduced from 
them for ready referenc{'. lhis work orlglDally 
appealed III the shape of seTlal articles in the 
Modern Revfew from which they are reproduced 
with addItions a»d alteratIOns. 

B D BASU. 
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THE 

Colonization of India by Elu'opeails 

CHAPTER I 

THE GENESIS OF THE BRITISH IDEA OF 
CIVILISING INDIA 

WIth the opemng of the mneteenth century, 
e,ents were occurrmg III Europe which had no 
lflconsiderable "hare 1Il "hapmg the course of the. 
hIstory of both England and IndIa After the 
French RevolutlOn, a man, who has left the mdeli­
ble mark of genms on the pages of the history of 
not only France but vf the whole of Eu,rope, rose 
lIke a giant, and to crush lllm was the great object 
of the state~en and people of England The 
.corSICan adventurer, Napoleon Bonaparte, was a 
terror to the Enghsh and bke an Incubus was 
disturblllg the even tenor of theIr eXIstence. He 
called the English a natlOn of shopkeepers, and 
as that nahon destroyed hIS fleet, he tli\ok steps 
to degtroy their commerce, on WhICh theIr pros­
penty depended He RaId he would conquer sea 
by llmd. He blockaded all the ports of the conti­
nent of Europe agalllst the Importation of British 
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goods and manufactures The economIC effect of 
this blockade was very keenly felt by the English. 
England had lost Amenca, and the other colomes 
WhICh she stIll possessed were not m a suffiCIently 
flounshmg condltIon to increase the wealth of 
England by becommg her customers England 
planted her colomes wIth the object of ennchmg 
herself at their expen<>e Adam SmIth 1D hIS 
"Wealth of Nations" WrItes ,-

"'fo found a great empIre for the sole purpORe of 
Twsmg up a people of customers, may at first SIght 
appear a project fit only for a natIOn of shopkeep!'N ...... . 
The mamtenance of Uns monopoly has hItherto been the 
princIpal, or more properl~T perhaps the sole end and 
purpose of the domlDlOn whIch Great BritaJn aIlsumes 
over her colonies In the exclUfllve trade, It IS supposed, 
COnsiSts the great advantage of proVInces whICh have 
never yet afforded either revenue or milItary force for 
the support. of the civil govemm(;:.lt or defence of the 
mother counb-y The monopoly IS the pnnClpal badge 
of theu dependency. and it is the sole frmt which has 
lutherto been b-athered from that dependenC'.}'. WhatevE'r 
expense Great Bntam haH laid out in mamtaJIl.lDg tlus 
dependenoy, has really been laJd out in order to support 
this monopoly."* 

But because the coiomes could not enrich 
England, she turned her attention to India. It is 
said that Earl Mornington (afterwards known as 

• Adam SmIth's Wealth of Nations. Chaptet W. 
Part m.) 
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Marquess Wellesley} on the eve of his departure 
from England to assume the appointment of the 
Governor-General of India, received instructions 
from the Pnme MIDlster Pitt to found an empire 
10 IndIa to compensate for the loss of America. 
That perhaps accounts for all the unpro\roked wal'8 
he waged against IndIan prmces and the torrents 
of bloou he shed of the IndIan people. Be that as 
it may, the empllC 'Vinch England WIlS bUildmg 
lD India, WIthout spendmg a Hingle farthing out 
of the pockot of any of her mhabItants, was the 
means of savlllg her from the perilous position in 
whIch she had been placE.d by Napoleon. 

The ports of the contment had been blockaded 
against Enghsh goods and manufactures and so 
the EnglIsh took advantage of theIr pohtical power 
1D IndIa to flood this country with English goods. 
But IndIa was alrea{)ly an industrIal and manufae­
tunng country. In order to create a market for 
BrItish manufacturos, IndIan mdustnes had to be • crushed. England felt no heSItatIOn in doing in 
India what she bad already done a century previ­
ously in Ireland. An Irish historian bad narrated : 

"The gross lDlpolicy !1..'l well as the gross injustice 
of the commercIal disabihbcs by which almost every 
form of Irish industry was debbe1'8tely aIld selfishly 
crashed. The history of those laws IS well worthy of 
~ attenbon of all who would study the social condition 
of Ire1&nd, and It has been (wntten by Mr. FrolJde with 
coIl8ummate ,oTero Until the time of Charles t Ireland 
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was plawd commercially on all pomts on a level with 
England, Lut Wentworth, imagmmg that the Irish 
woollen manufactmes nught un.dersell those of England, 
took some meaBUleS to dIscourage them. TIns proceedmg 
appear;; to have been purely arbItrary,·' .. WIth Charles n, 
., 1~'lSlahve prolllbluons Lega.n Ireland was a great 
pasture country, and her chIef source of wealth was the 
importatIOn of her cattle mto Engla.nd. The English 
landowners complained of the rJvalry and the Importa­
tion (,f lri1-lh cattle to England, as well as of salt, beef, 
bacon, butter and cheese, wa" absolutely prohlbited B;r 
her OmI&SlOII from the amended NaVlgatIOn Act of 1663, 
Ireland wa.'l at the same tIme excluded from all dIrect 
trade WIth the Bnbsh Colomeo Her two chief sources 
of wealth were thus utterly and wilfully anruhllated. 
One ehance, however, stlll remamed. The IrIsh, when 
forbldden to export thClr cattle, turned thell' land into 
sheepwalks, and It soon appeaTE'd that, in spite of the 
poverty of the people and the low condItion of CIvilIza­
bon. a great and flounshing woollen trade was likely to 
allse. Ireland pOHi:lebsed the advantage,> of unlImIted. 
v.ater-power, ~t cheap labour, and llvrng, and, above all 
of the best wool l!l Europe. Many EnglISh and even 
foreIgll manufacturers went over, and ill tp" first years 
that tollowed tho revolutIon there was every probabllity 
of heJ: becommg 11 comndemble mdustrial nation. Once 
more the selfish polley of English manufacturers pre­
vailed. The export of unmanufactured wool to foreign. 
rOllntnes had Leen alr('.ady forbidden. The legislature n')w 
lntcl'poRed aI'd forbade the export of lnsh manufactured 
wool not only to England and the EnglISh dommIOns. 
but to every othel' country. Tho riSmg industry was thus 
eompletely anwlulated .. · . Whole dIstrIets were throw 
into a oondItlon of poverty vergmg upon sta"Vlltion.·· ... 
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The above lengthy extract from Lecky is 
meant to shmv the pecuhar traIts of the English 
character. The Irish are their neighbours and 
related to them by blood and religion. If they 
had no scruples to crush their industries and 
reduce them to poverty, what cODf'aderation could 
the English have for the nativEls of India, who 
were alien to them by rehgIOn, language, and 
aLove all, color? So they set to work to destroy 
Indian industnes and replace Indian manufactures 
by those of England and thus create a market in 
IndIa for BntIsh goods. India suffered for the 
N apoleoDlc wars in Europe. England grew rich 
at the expense of India and was enabled to fight 
Napoleon wIth resources wrung out of India. The 
importance of IndIa at thiS criSIS to England has 
been fully appreCiated by so competent a writer 
as Sir George BudwflOd, who, In hiS mtroduction 
to the :Fvrst Letter Book of the East india Com­
pany, 1600-1619, states t:lat it was the Company's 
posseSSIOn 01 India wblCh enabled England, at 
the commencement of :the mneteenth century, to 
successfully reSIst the macblDations of Napoleon I, 
and he declares that 

~the continued pos seSSIOn of India Will be our chief 
stay in sUbtaIDing the maDuIaCnll1nll and mercantile 
preponderance lD thIs country lD the crushing commer­
clai cOmpetitIOn With ",bleh WI' have naw everywhere 
to contend" 
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The nati"es ot ~~eglaed never spent a single 
farthmg for the acquH<itlOn of India, But then they 
resented the East IndIa Company enJoymg the clORe 
preserve of India The EnglIsh were thIrsting to 
have a finger m the Company's IndIan pie FJven 
"the darkest cloud has its RIl ver lining" So the 
East IndIa Company WIth all Its faults had one 
redeeming feature which should not be over­
looked 

The Company was an exclusII'e body, and It 
did not allow aey Europeans except those who 
wero connected Wlih It to settle In IndJa for any 
purpose whatever It dId not encourage the colo­
nisatIOn and settlement ot India by Engllflhmou 
for reasons which wIll be presently mentioned. 
Nay, the Company even went the length of propa­
gatl11g a myth that not more than three genera­
tions of pure-blooded Europeans could hve in 
IndIa, and 'there IS no eVIdence for the statement 
so often made that a colony of EnglIshmen in 

<l • 
IndIa not at any tIme mtermarrymg WIth natIves 
woulil dIsappear wlthlll a couple of centunes. The 
Company dId all that lay in Its power to prevent 
Europeans travoiling about freely III thIS country, 
'rhus an ?rder "ao.; passed by the Gevernor-GeneYal 
that after 1st March, 1788, 

"No pen;ODS ill the Clvll or mihtlU'Y serV1ce of the 
Company shall he allowed to proceed from the COInpany's 
provinces beyond Buxar "lthout the Go'vemor-Genera.l's 
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pass, to be produced to the Commanding Officer of that 
post, unless such persons are under orders, which shall 
appear either in the gazette (or by an official signature), 
to proceed to stations beyond that place, or unless they 
should be returnIng to their stations after the expiration 
of leave of ahsence ThE' same orders respect Europeans 
III genE'ral, who are not In the t-lervICe of the Company." 

Accordmg to the regulatIon passed by the 
Gevernor-General in Counml on the 1st, May, 1793, 

"No Bntu,h ~uhJects (excepting Kmg's Officers, serving 
undflr thE' Pre"Idpncy of .Fort WIllIam, the CIvil Covenan­
ted 8c·rnmtA of the Company, and thmr MIhtary Officers) 
shall be penmttE'd to resIde at a greatE'r distance from 
Caleutta 1 han ten miles, unless they enter mto a bond 
l'end('Tmg thrmselves amE'nahle to the {'ourl of Dewany 
Ada" lut, wIthm thr JIll'IBdIr:tlOn of whieh they may re­
bIde, 10 all OVll f-oUlts that mav lIe IllstItnted agamst them 
hy natlveH or mhalntanbl of either of the provinces of 
BCDi.,ral, Behar 01 Ol'lSRa, eommg wtthm the descriptions 
ot JlPrBOIlR dodared aUJfnable to the Zillah and City Courts, 
fOl anv sum of lllonpy or tlllng, the am01mt or value of 
whleh f-ohall not exe-oed five hUlldred sicca rupees, and 
that tins h~d IS to be exeeuted ill open court before the 
Judge of the Court wItllln the JurlsdiC'tlon of Whldl such 
Brltlsh bub]ect may reside or take up hIS ahode." 

In letters, dated the 11th December, 1793, and 
the 28th may, 1794, the Court of DIrectors ordered 
that new covenants should be taken from every 

pm'SOD 10 theU' servICe. They wrote -
"We dIrect that every person 10 our service be called 

uoon lmmedIately to execute the covenanta proper to hIS 
station, and. that on his refusmg to do so, he be dismissed 
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and have notice to come home. We also dIrect that all 
other British subjects, residing under your presidency, 
whether with or without license, be forthwith called up­
on to execute the covenants proper to theIr stations, and 
that on neglect or refusal to execute they have notIce to 
quit India, as we are detennined not to permit any per­
sons in future to reside m IndIa, without our license and 
being under proper covenants, so that any irregulanty of 
conduct may be more readIly corrected. With regard to 
persons who reside under yuur presidency, and have not 
entered into rovenanbl of any descnption. we have sent 3. 

number of covenants of the denomination of covenants 
of free merchants, free mariners arui o( persons perm~tted 

to resule In lruiia, these are calculated to SU1t all persons, 
who are t{) reSIde under the Company's protection and 
you will take care that each person cxecutes one of 
these descriptions in the mode already pomted ouV' 

"Those known as "(ree merchants" were obliged to 
furnish two responsible persons in England to enter mto 
security in the sum of £2,000." 

The following were the iLstrnctions for the 
marine authorities for the landing of np.w comers 
i .. India:-

"The Commanders of all foreign vessels Importing at 
Calcutta, are reqUIred to dehver mto the Master Attend­
ant's Office, on theIr atlWal, the names of the command­
ers, officers, crews and passengers on board the said 
vessels, and that the Master Attendant is poSItively pronl­
blted from furD1shmg any foreIgn vessels importing at 
Calcutta, with pIlot unW such list shall have been de­
livered to lwn." 

The East Inwa Company had to ls~e all these 
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orders, because they knew that they never conquer­
ed India by their sword, but held it by the suffer­
ance of the people. Therefore, the Company took 
all precauti ons necessary not to wound the feelings 
of the natives of India in I\ny way. It was on 
thIS ground that ChristIan Missionaries were not 
allowed to settle m territories then under the 
administration of the Company. Carey and others 
had to settle in Serampore, \vhich was owned at 
t9at tIme by the Danes. 

The East India Company knowing full well the­
temperament and moral nature of theIr compatriots 
and co-religionIsts made all those regulatIons which 
discouraged EnglIshmen coming out in large num­
bers to India. FOl had they at that time allowed 
EnglIshmen to come out and settle in India, they 
would not have succeeded III consohdatmg their 
power in tins couniry It is impossible for English­
men to mgllahate themselves With' natives of 
foreIgn countl'les. Mr MeredIth Townsend in his. 
'ASia and 'Zurope," (p. :!16) says that an Englishman. 
IS hated everywhere. 

"It IS very difficult, of course, for an EnglIshman, 
conscIous of Ius own rectitude of purpose and benevolence 
of feelIng, to believe that he will not be more lIked when 
he is better known, but a good many facts seem to show 
that It IS so. He is not seen and talked to anywhere by 
men of a dIfferent race so much as he is lD Ireland, and 
Be is not hated qUIte so much anywhere else. He lB 
dElCldedly ~sch more disliked. in Egypt since he appeared 



10 THE COLONIZATION OF ['\IDI!. BY EUROPbANS 

there in such numbers. He is more hated m the seacoast 
towns of India, where he 18 promment, busy and cons­
tantly talked to, than he is m the mtenor where he is 
rarely seen, much more detested 1D the planter dlstnctl:! 
than III the dlAtnctR where he is only a rare VIsitor. If 
there IS contempt tor lum IUlywhere m IndIa, it 18 lD the 
great towns, not In the rural RtatIons where he IS so 
nearly mVlslble, and contempt IS of all forms of race-hat­
r~ the most dangerous." 

\J In India, even in thm;e days, when the EnglIsh 
·did not possess any pohh('nl power, they heha\'ed 
towards the nabvcs of tillS country In a manner 
WhICh dId not enhance their reputatIOn for hone'>ty 
or fall' dealmg. '1 he Ruthor of the EllyNslt lit 

'It'estern India, Rev PhIlIp Ander'>Oll, wntcf.. (p 
32)'-

"As the numhel' of ndn~ntUl'el'R Jncrea"C'd tIlt' lClluta­

tion of the EnglIsh Waf.. not lInprovI'd Too many com­
mitted deeds of violen(,() and dishoIY:sty. W\· (an Bhew 
that even the <3ommanders of vCb!'els l,eJOIlgll1g to the 
Company dId not heSItate to perpetwte robbene,. on the 
high seas or on shore when they Rtood ijl no fear 
of letahation. Durmg a VIRlt wlu('h som\" EnglIsh l:!lllPS 

paid to Dabhol the OffiCCl'A suddenly started up from a 
conference with the natJve (hlE'fs, and attadred the 
town, havmg first seemed some large guns III i>uch a 
manner that they could not be turned agamst then. 
Then attempt fruled, but after retreatmg to thell' smps they 
succeeded III making pnzes of two native boats Della 
Valle declares that It was ('UstOIll/LD: for the Eng11sh to 
OOlDlmt BUch outrages. 

"ADd although thIs last account may be ~"pected as 
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dictated by the prejudices of an Italiau. we can B<!e no 
reason to questIOn Sir Thomas Herbert's veracity, Sa.ill:ng 
along the coasts wIth !:>everal vessels under the command 
of an EnglIsh AdmIral, he descrIed, when off Mangalore, 
a heaVIly laden craft after which a Malabar pirate was 
skulking. The natIve merchant In hIs fright sought refuge 
witil tlIe AdmIral, but, wIltes our author with confessed 
grIef, hlil eonrutlOn was lIttle better than It would have 
bee!!, If he had faller. mto the plrate'il hands. After a 
short consultatIOn. hiS Slull was adjudged a prIze by the 
English officer" '.For my IJart, , proceeds Herbert, '1 
could not reach the offence, hui thIs I could, that she had 
a (\lrgo of cotton, oplUm, OIllons. and probably somewhat 
umler the~ cotton of most value, whICh was her cnme It 
seems But how the Pfl7l' was (hstnbuted concerns not 
me to mqUll'e. I wa" a Ilab:lenger, but no merehant, nor 
mformer. The whole account would bE' meredlblo if not 
1.,'1Ven on such good author,ty. hut as It IS, we must 
regard It a'l a blot u~on the 'English c11araeter, and lIome 
JllstItiC'ahon at tlIP )loghul officer!:> when they afterwards 
broug!":.t charge" ot f,PlIacy agamst the Company's servants. 
SlXty of the natIve ~calUen, concludmg .from the churlish 
('onduct of the Engh&h that nusdnef was mtf'nded. and 
that they., would be sold as e;laves to the people of Java, 
trusted rather to the mercy of the waves than of such 
Englishmen, and threw themselves mto the sea, whioh 
seemed sport to some there,' wntes Herbert, 'but not so 
to me, who had. compabslOn,' some were picked up by 
canoes from the shore, and some Ly EnglIsh boats; but 
the latter were so enraged WIth the treatment whIch they 
had received, that they agam endeavoured to drown 
themselves. A temble storm WhICh followed wae regarded 
by the narrator as a token of God's severe dIspleasure. 

"Such. Were the EnglISh at their first appearance on 
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the western coast of India· ...... ·But doubtless at first 
the popular feeling was one of fear, afterwards of con­
tempt. Hindus and Mussalmans considered the EnglIsh 
a set of cow-eaters and fire-drinkers, vile brutes, fiercer 
than the mastIffs whlCh they brought WIth them, who 
would fight like Eblis, cheat theIr own fathers and 
exchange with the same readiness a broadside of shot 
and thrusts of boarding pikes, or a bale of goods and a 
bag of rupees. 

"Af; time wort> on, the ~timation in which the English 
had been held, declined ...... These English were indeed 
regarded as men of an insigmficant country, dissolute 
morals, and a degraded relIglOn " 

Little wonder, then, that the East IadIa 
Company from motIves of self-interest, and instinct 
of self-preservation, prevented the Engbsh from 
settling in India. The same considerations also' 
prevented them from disseminatmg the spread of 
Ohristianity in this country. ChristIanIty might 
be a religion of love, but it dId- not appear so to 
the natIves of india. Sir PhillIP FranCIS, a zealous 
Ohristlan himself, for he was the so~ of a. 
Chnstian mimster and was brought up on the­
teachings of the Bible from hIS very cradle, 
thus spoke regardmg the fallure of Chrisnaruty 
in India:-

"Listen to the poor BrahmIn, when the New Testa­
ment was explamed to h1m. 'Your relIgIon may be very 
good for 1/OU and your chmate, and your lawgiver seems 
to have been 8 wise man, for he says, Judge of the tree 
by the frutts. To us that fruit has been blt~ but you 
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must make a desert of India before you can plant the 
tree in our land.''* 

The author of "The English in Western India" 
thus refers to the estImate which llati ves of Indill. 
had formed of Christianity 

"But according to Terry. the natIves had fonned a 
mean estimate of Chl'lstIaOlty. It was not uncommon to 
hear them at Surnt gtving utterance to such remarks 
as :-"OhristJan religion, devil religIOn, ChristIan much 
drunk, ChristIan much do wrong, much beat, m~oll abuse 
others '\ Terry admitted that the natives themselves 
were very square, and exact to make good all their 
engagements, hut if a dealer was offered much less for 
nis articles than the price WhICh he had named, he 
would be apt to say :-'What' dost thou think me a 
Christian, that I would go about to deceive thee?' 

"There was at least one European also who had no 
higher opmion than nabves of Englishmen's religion, as 
WIll appear from the following anecdote. When Terry 
was in Surnt a eertaib. Spaniard presented himself at the 
factory, and asked for employment. He' gave out that 
'he was by birth lID Hidalgo, which as our author 
explruns, 'st.hlifies in Spanish the son of some body.' ...... 

"This strange character gave his name as 'the Knight 
of the Golden Rapier,' and declared that having come 
WIth the Spanish Viceroy to Goa. he bad, in defence of 
his spotless honor fought so many duels there, that he 
had been placed in confinement, and required by tJrie 
priests to atone with penances for the indulgence of his 
sanguinary propensities · .. ·Such was the story of this 
c • 

* Memo~ of Sir Phillip Francis, Vol. IT, pp. 
375-376. " 
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monk here, whQ added that he tWaS now resolved 'not to 
live any longer a.mongst the Christia.ns, but that he 
desired to live amongst the English,' 'But the Engh')h 
are ChriptIanR,' some one replled. 'Jesu Marla' exclaimed 
the amazed SIJamard, he had never before heard th~t Ruch 
was the case" (p 32) 

Under these circum8tance:-, It was only common 
sense which led the East IndJlI Company not to 
allow as matters of pollcy the free resort of 
Englishmen to IndIa and of ChnstIan MIssIonaries 
to preach Chnsballlty to the "beathem," ot thIs 

country 
But. as saId before. the blockade of the ports 

of the continent by Napoleon made Enghshmen 
turn their attention to IndIa 

America was lost to England, lind it seems 
that the nath'Cs of England were an '(IOUS to colo­
nize India. But the exclusIve character of the 
constitution of the East IndIa bompany was not 
favoura.ble for the coloUlsation a.nd settlement of 

the English in India Adam Smith lU his 'Wealth 
of N atiolls,' writes-

"Though the Eoropean~ pObsess man~' eODSlderable 
RettlementB both upon the eoa..'!t of AmerH':a and in the 
F..ast Indxes. they have not yet estabhshed in either of 
those countries such numerous and thrIving oolonies as 
those in the islands and oontment of America. Africa,. 
however, as well as several of the countries oomprehended 
under the generallUWle of the East Indies, are inhabIted' 
hy barbarous naUoDS. But those nations ~ere by no 
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means so weak and defenceless as the miserable and 
helpler,s Amencan@' and In proportion to the natural 
fertility of the countrIes which they Inhablted. they were 
besIdes much more populous The most barbarous nations 
either of Africa or of the East IndJes were shepherds: 
even the Hottentots were 80 But tile natIves of every 
part of Amene&. excevt Mexico and Peru. were only 
hunter". and the ditrer~ce is very great between the 
number of shepherds and that of hunters whom the same 
extent of equally femle temtory can maintam. In 
Alru:a and thf F,a.~( IndMS. therefore. 1,t was '1IZ.ore dlf(icuU 
to d1$fJlace tlte nattVes. and to extend tlte Em opean plan­
lattons o~'l!r the greater paTt of the la'td of tlte ortginal 
tnhabttants The genw,.~ of e.rclu,sn c eompames. be.sides. 
I.~ unfavorable,· ·to the growth of new colonies. and 1148 

probably been the PN7U'1:pal caUl!/' of the ltttle progre$. 
whwlt the1j have made ~n the Ea.yt Ind'le8. The Portuguese 
camed on the trade bolli to Afnca and the East Indies 
Without any excluslve comTl&Jlles. and their settlements 
at Congo. Angola. and Benguela on the coast of Africa. 
and at Goa m the ~ Indles, iliough much depressed. 
by superstition and every sort of bad government, yet 
bear some farot resemblance to the colomes of Amenca 
and are wrtly inhabited by Portuguese who have been 
established there for several generations. The Dutch 
settlements at ilie Cape of Good Hope and at Batavia are 
at present the most considerable colomes which the 
Europeans have estabhshed either m Africa or in the 
East Indles, IUld both these settlements are peculiarly 
fOTtunate In their situatIons ...... 

"The EnglIsh and Dutch COlllpaIllCB. though they have, 
estaihshed no considerable (JOIODl68. except the two 
J,ove mentio~ed. have both made oonsidera.ble conquest&. 
in the 'FBst.lndies. But in ili~ manner m which they 
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:both govern their new subjects, the natural genIus of an 
.exclUSIve Company has shown Itself most dIstInctly. In 
the SpICe Islands the Dutch are said to burn all the 
spiceries whICh a fertile season produces beyond what 
they expect to dIspose of in Europe with such a profit as 
ihey thInk sufficIent ...... By different acts of oppreSSlOn 
they have reduced the populatIon of several of the 
Moluccas nearly to the numLer which is suffiCIent to 
supply Wlth h el3b' provisions and other necessaries of life 
their own insIgnificant garrlBOnS, and such of theIr shiJjs. 
as occasionally eome there for a cargo of spICes. Under 
the Government even of the Portugnese, however, those 
islands are RaId to hav\' been toleralJly well mhabIted. 

~The English Company have not yet had time to 
establish in Bengal so perfectly destructive a system. 
The plan of thelr government, however, has had exactly 
-the same tendency . The sC'rvants of the Company have 
upon several occasions attempted to restrain the pro­
duction of the particular artlcles of whICh they haVtl 

thus usurped the monopoly, not only to the quantIty 
which they themselves conld purchase, but to that which 
they could expect to sell WIth such a profit as they 
might think sufficlent. In lhe rourse of d century or 
two the polir,y of the Engh·,ll company would an tIns 
mantler have probably proved as oompl.etely destructlf:/J 
.as that of the Dutch."~ 

The genius then of the East India Company 
was unfavourable to the colomzahon of India by 
the English. The natiYef- of England bad to pa~ 

more for the products, lloth natural .mId manu~ 

iacturoo, of the East IndIe'l because of (he mono~ 
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polies enjoyed by the Company, Adam Smith 
wrote :-

"Since the establishment of the Englisb"..- East India 
Company, .. the other inhabitants of England. over and 
above being excluded from. the trade, must have paid 
in the pnce of the East lndia. goods which they have 
oonsumE'd, not onJy for &II the extraqrdinlU'Y profits 
which the Company may have made upon those goods 
in oonsequenee of theu monopoly, but for all the 
exiraordmary waste which tbe fraud and abnse, inse­
parable from the management of the affairs of 80 great 
a Company, must necessarIly have occasioned, The 
absurdity of thi~ second kmd of monopoly. thE'refore, 
is much more manifest than that of the first." 

The remedy. therefore. which suggested itself 
to the natives of England was to deprive the 
Company of its exclusive nature. Tbey considered 
thiR measure as hest calculated to pour into the • lap of England the golden treasures Df India. 
WIlY, Adam Smith wrote:-

"The trade to.the East Indies, if it were altogether 
free, 'Wol,ld probably ahsorb the greatel' part of this 
rPdundant capital. The East Indies offer a ttarket both 
for the manufactures of Europe and for the gold and 
sih'er as well as for several other 'Productions of Am.~, 
greater and more extensive than both Europe ud 
Amerial. put together." 

By losing its exclusive nature. the Company 
wouli facilitate the settlement &1ld ooloDisation 
of India by Eqtlish adveutur&r8. 

All these advantages were dangling before the 
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eyes of the natives of England, and so they deter­
mmed to deprive the Company of its exclusive 
character. But how to do it was the question . 

.!( They hit upon the novel idea that they wa.nted 
to civilize the people of India., The natlves of 
India were accordmg' to them uncivllized barbari­
ans and their coming in contact with the English 
would raise them in the scale of civilisation. They 
were heathens and so mlssionanes of the Chris­
tian persuasion were to be permitted to settle in 
India to lead them out of darkness At the same 
time, BL'lhops and other mimsters of the Chrisitian 
f81th were appointed and the}' were to be paid 
out of the revenues of Indla .l 

But these were all very plausible arguments 
which were meant to cover their ulterior designs, 
the nature of which has been lltlffioiently indicated 
above. . 

Section 33 of Act 53 Geor m Cap. 155 
passed on 21st July, 1813, ran as {oll,,\vs :-

"And 'Whe~ It 18 the duty of this oountry to pr0-

mote the wterest and happwess of the native inhabitants 
of the British dominIons in Ind18: and such measures 
ought to be adopted as may tend to the introduction 
among them of useful knowledge, and of relIgious and 
moral Improvement ; and in furtherance of the above 
objects. sufficient facilities ought to be afforded by law' 
tD persons desirous of going to and remamin(r in· hdia 
for the pU1"J)OBe of accomplishing those benevolent 
desi/al~, so as the authority of the local governmen~ 
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respecting the intercourse of Europeans with the interior 
of the country be preserved. and the principles of the 
British Government, on which the natives of India 
have hitherto relied for the hw exercise of their relilrion 
be inviolably mamtainod ; and whereas it is expedient 
to make provision fori granting permission to persons 
desirous of going to and remaining in India for the 
above purposes, and also to llersons desirou'l of going 
to and remamlng there for other lawful purposes ; be it 
therefore enacted. . ..... that such person or persons shall 
he furnished by the saId Comt of Directors with a OOT­
tlficate or certificates slgniiymg that such person or 
persons hath or have so proceeded with the cognizance 
and nnder the sanchon of the Bald Court of Directors ;" 

Before we mention the steps WhICh were taken 
"to promote the mterest and happmess of the 
native Inhabitants of the British dominions in 
India," it IS necessary to advert to the e\,ld~noe of 
the witnesses who were examined before the Select 
Comnuttee of the Ifouse of Commons ... on the oc­
caSIOn of the renewal of the Charter of the East 
Incba Com~any in 1813. Almost all of those wit­
nesses who knew anythlllg of India were opposed 
to the increased resort of the English to India 
or of Christian Missionafles to preach the gospels 
to the heathens. Warren Hastings, the first Go­
vernor-General of Indla, Sir Thomas Munro, Sir 
J ohn ~lalcolm, !::lir John Shore (afterwards Lord 
Teigpmouth), the Christian (the eplthet is not ours) 
Dtrector of f;.Ile East Indian Company, Mr. Charles 
Grant, and' several other well known Angiq. 
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Indians spoke in strong terms of the inadvisabilIty 
of allowing the increased resort of Europeons to 
India. Warren Hastings 

"Expressed It 8.'1 his opinion. that if Europeans were 
admitted generally to go into the country. to IULX with 
the inhabitants or form establishments amongst them. 
the consequence would certainly and mevitably be the 
ruin of the country, they would msult, plunder and 
oppress the na.tives. and no laws enacted from home 
could prevent them from committm~ acts of licentious­
ness of every kind "I'Iith Impunity. A general feeling of 
hostility to the government would be PXC'Ited: and 
although the armed force night he of suffiCIent strength 
to suppress any overt acts of insurrectIon. yet the 
stability of the EmpIre must be endangered by 
universal discontent."· 

Other Anglo-Indtan witnesses bore testimony 
similar to the above. Rlr John Malcolm, in his 
evidenco With respect to the free adnllssion of 

Europeans Into· Indla, saId :-
"I think oE all thE' powers which are vested III the 

Local Government, there IS none more esseatial to it.'! 
existence in full vigor and force, thQII that WhICh ena­
hIes thE'm to restrain the Iooal residence of every indt­
vidual European to a particular part of the Empire. If 
British subjects were allowed to go in the manner des­
cnbed to India.. the effects would be various. agreeably 
to the places to which they went. If to the Presiden­
cies where British courta of law are established, there 

• 
• Mill and Wilson's History of Britislt ~ Vol. vu: 

fl. 371. 
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would be no other danger, I conceive, resulting from. 
them. but what might arise from their great numbers. 
and the changes in the condition of the society, and 
eventually and gradually of the government from that 
circumstance, but If they went to any ports where there 
was no established authority to control them, and if 
they proceeded mto the interior of the country, there 
would no doubt be mllch miflchief anBmQ' from those 
quarrels WhlCh must mevitably ensue with the natives, 
winch mlsehlef would vary from a hundred local <Buses 
connected wIth the character of the natives of the 
places to whieh they resorted." 

Relattve to Malcolm's exammation, Sir James 
Mackintosh made the fol1owing entry in bis 
diary -

.. He (Malcolm) IS to glVe strong testimony in favour 
of the Company's favounte argument, that a free trade 
will lead to an influx of Europeans, which wlll produce 
insult and op}JressiiD to the natives, and at last drive 
them into rebellion, whwh must -terminate in our 
('x pulsion " 

Mr ~arle<: Grant in hiR pamphlet on t.he State 
of SOCIety in ASIa, wrote.-

.. If the subJects of this country are permltted, at their 
pleasure. ~o Vlsit those posseSSlOns as they may our 
Amencan colonies, though professedly but for the pur­
poses of traffic, great numbers of them wlll settle; for 
mercantile tra.nsacbons must entatl l'ElSldence, because it 
will be impossible for a Govornment to say, that aU such 
tnmsactiODS shall be closed, and the parties be gone within 
a certain. time, or to take oogmzance in this manner of 
the ('.()nduct of every indIvidual: and if such a me86Ul'e 
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were at first attempted, it would not contlDue any 
time. All the lines of trade and manufactures would 
soon be overstocked, and then men would seek fasten 
themselves on the soiL Colonization would therefore 
VCl1' soon commence m Indra, especially in Bengal. 
those whom uncontrolled enterprlzes lD commer(,R­
would carry thIther would see a rich soIl apprehend 
groat ROOpe for exertions, and regard the na,t1v{','1 
as a suhjeoted people, feeble, timid, and contempt­
ible; all things would tempt them, and many both 
agents and seamen, would I emam But the morease 
of Europeans there would not be regulated by gradual 
progress of noloDlal mdllstry Mulbtudes of the needy 
and the idle, allured hy the fame of that country, and 
eager to st'iw nobl{' prIVlleges, wonld flock thither at 
once Britam would, In a follOrt space, be thmned ot 
inhabItants. and thOd£, ea'ltern provlDees filled WIth a new 
race of adventurers, InaJlY of them low and licentious. 
Being there, they must SUbSIst, they would spread 
themselves throughout the country, ~ould 1 un mto HIe 
inland troop, fi:J\-,!JlCmselves whert'ver they eould on tile 
lands. dOlluneer over the natIves, harass, extrude. exas­
pel'3te them, and at length provoke them to plots and 
iusmrecnons. they would be bold and 8ShunRng toward!> 
our o'wn Government there. In a eerlam degree 
we should have that lawlesR destruetive Hcene acted 
over ~"&m, which the Spamards exhibrted when they 
first poured moo Amel'lf'8 It was thus that the Portu­
KUeSe power 1Il the East declmed The Intolerable lIcense 
of the roving ad venturers of that naoon rendered them 
o<ilous to the natives, and armed the ooasts and ll~lands 
of IndIa aglUllSt them, 80 that weakened before they 'fe~ 
an easy prey to the Dutch. And th11.'1 too; we should 
oUl'!lelves be exposed, perhaps at no distant period, to~ 
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the danger of general convulsion and revolt m those 
possessIOns, whIch prudently guarded and cultivated, 
may under the favour of Providence, to ('on ciliate which 
should be our first care, be preserved for ages, to our 
great advantage, and the happiness of their native 
inhabitants. 

"The question now therefore, with respect to these 
possessions IS not, whether all Brltl'lh sub]oota shall have 
a right to trade thither in theU' own perSOns, but 
whether the natives shall he protwted from being o~er~ 

. run and oppressed by foreigners." 

But the fiat had gone forth that the Indian 
trade was to be thrown open to the merchants of 
England and, therefore, no attention was to be 
paId to the eVIdence of those who were competent 
to speak on the subject with authonty. When 
the subject was dIscussed In the House of ColU~ 
mons on the 25th of may, 1813, the speakers who 
were opposed to the abolition of the monopoly of 
the trade privlleges of the East Irt"uia Company 
brought forward very ",eIghty arguments against 
the propos8d change 

Mr. Charles Grant, Senior, the reputed "Chris~ 

tian Dlfector of the East IndIa Company" and 
hIS son, Mr. Charles Grant, Junior, were opposed 
to the throwing open of the trade of Illdia to 
the general merchants of England. The latter 

"rlllPressed upon the House the peril. of diAwbing a 
VStelll of ~tration under whtch the people of India 
'W'ere prosperous and happy. for the sake of imagiruu'Y 
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commercial advantages whICh never could be realised. 
The good of the people of IndJa was the real point at 
issue; and thIS could not be promoted by lettIng loose 
amongst them a host of desperate. needy adventurers, 
whose atrociom;. conduct In America and m Africa affordod 
sufficient mdlcation of the evIls they would inflict upon 
India. The Company had been charged J1th having 
eXClted wars in IndIa. and furnished an exception to the 
general rule that peace and tranquility were the insepara­
ble attendants of ('ommcrce. and by whom was thIS 
cb&rge m&de? By the advocate.~ of the slave-trade. the 
people. of Ll00ropool.".* 

But all these arguments were of no avail. The 
happiness and prosperity of mullons of the inhabi­
tants of India could not outweigh the lust for gold 
of the natives of England. The "heathens" of India 
were represented to be barbanans and. therefore. 
it was necessary to civllIze them But then those 
heathens did not stand lD neeu of the lUXUTlo\lS 

a.rtJcles of En,dish manuiactu.re and there WR,Q no 
market for' them in India. India manufactured 
everythmg to meet the wants of her population. 
The evidence of no Brihsher is mo'e persuasive 
and eloquent on the subject than that of Sir 
Thomas Munro. In his memorandum on opening the 
trade with India to the out ports. 1st February 
1813, he wrote :-

"Now as to the export'! (from England to India) 

• Mill and ,Wilson's History of British IndJ~. W 01. 
VU. p. 381. 
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it is not hkely that they wIll ever. unless very slowly, 
be much extended, oPpoaed by moral and physi~l 
obstacles, by religion, by elVll institutions, by climate, 
and by the 81011 and ingenuity of the people of 
India. 

"No nabon will take from another what it can furnish 
cheaper ani better Itself. In India, almost every article 
WhlOh the inhabitants reqUIre IS made cheaper and 
better than m Europe. Among th&se are all ootton and 
sdk manufactures, leather. paper, domestic utensils of 
brass and Iron, and Implements of ag:l'icultu.re. Their 
coarse woollen", though had, will always keep their 
ground. from their superior cheapness. Their finer 
camblets are wanner and more lastlIlg tha.n ours. 

"Glass-ware IS In lIttle request, except with a very 
ff'w prinCIpal natIves, and, among them, is confined to 
mlIrors and lamps. and it is only such natives as are 
much connected WIth Europeans. who purchase these 
artICles . Their SImple mode of lIving dictated both 
by caste and chmate, renders. all our furniture and 
ornaments for the decpration of the house and the table 
utterly unservICeable to the Hindoos ; ..... . 

"These SImple habits are not peculia.r to the HindOO8. 
The Mohammadan also, with a few exceptIOns amOll&' 
the lughel cthsses, conforms to them. 

"If we reason from the past to the future, we can 
have no well-founded expectation of any considerable 
extenSIOn of our expOrts. If It were as easy, as Bome 
suppose, to mtroduce the use of f{)reign articles. it would 
have been done long ago. 

"l"rom the most wstant ages of antiquity, there was a 
constant Intercourse between Inwa and the countries on 
tIle-rerslaD Gulf and the Red !:lea, Without the introdu()­
hon of foreli!!l manufactures among the Hindoos; and 
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since tile disoovery of the Cape of Good Hope, there 
has been an extensive trade with the Western nanons of 
Europe, WIthout anyone of them having boon more 
8Uoce!!sful than the ancients in prevaillng upon the 
Hindoos to change their customs so far as to use theIr 
commodIties in preference to thell' own. Neither the 
Portuguese, the Dutch, the French. nor tlbe Engll!:lh. 
have in this respect effected any considerable change. .. .. 

.. ·Resldes the l)e0uliar customs and instittlnons and 
climate uf India. we mu.,;t look to the superior skIll of 
the IndIan workmen. We cannot profitably export to 
them until our own fabl'ws excel tham; When thiS is 
accomplished. no extraordmary skill WIll be reqUIred to 
extend the sale. The Indians will purchase. even though 
we shQuld endeavour to prevent them. iust as we In thIS 
countrv pnrchase the contraband stuff~ of InduL 

.... The grand obstaclos to our export" are the In:llJlli(y 
of the IndIans to p1ll'chase our eommochtIes, and t,h~ 
cheapness and excellence of their own. It IS obYloufl. 
therefore, that theIr .dellland for 01ll'R can only bp 
enlarlled either by a general, Improvement m thp 
condition of t.bf natives of India. or by a reductIon In 

the pnce of European articles .. In seekmg. therefore. 
to extend our exports. cheapness IS not the only 
reqUiSIte, .. the tastes of the uatJves tnust also he 
studIed ... · ..... 

On the whole, there 18 DO ground to look for any 
conSIderable increase in the demand for OUi manufactures 
by the nativ('s of India, unless uy vel'Y slow steps, and 
at I/o ,'ery distant penod ....... 

Of course, Sir Thomas Munro was &.paid 
• servant of the Company and, therefor", to be true 

to the salt he l\.oo, he advocated that tlfe CompallY 
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should be allowed to possess their monopoly of 

trade. He wrote . 

"The East India COlllptmy are attacked from all 
quarters, as 1f they alone, 1D thIS kingdom, possessed 
exclusIve privileges. But monopoly pervades aU our 
institutlODs All corporatIOns are Immica.l to the natural 
rights of Brttish subjects. ThE' corn laws favor the 
landed interest, at the'expen"e of the publIc. The iaWR 
against the export of wool, and many others, are of the 
same-natnre . and hkewlse those by . whirh West India 
commodities are prot.ected and enhanced in prICe. It 
would bE' l){'tter for the eommumty tha.t the West India 
planter ",hould Le permItted to export hiS produce dIrect 
to all \ onntneR, and that the dutie~ on East India sugar, 
etC'. ",houlcl Le lowered " 

As proved to demoll"tratlOll, there was no 
lU,u'krt fo1' European maDufurtures lD India. But 
thiS was tu be created for. the benefit of the 
people of 111ngland • Under t.he C1rcumstauce~ 
mentIOned above by }funro, there \Vas·~ no other 
way of efi'ectmg thiS than that of lUming Indian 
industnes How they did thIS will be evident 

from the following often quoted passage from 
Wilson's 'History of British India' : 

"The history of the trade of cotton cloths with India 
affords Ii singular exemplIfication of the inapplicability 
to all times and Clrcumstanees of that prlDClpie of free 
trade ",Inch advocates the unrestricted admlBSion of a 
cheBj) lft'twle, ill place of protecting by heavy dunes a 
dearer one of hO'tle manufacture. It i8 alao a melatnckoly 
in,s.'U'-t of the"'wrfYn{J done to Indta by the country 00 
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which she luul become dependent. It was stated in 
evidence, that the cotton and sdk goods of India up to 
this penod could be sold for a profit in the Bntish 
market, at a price from fifty to sixty per cent. lower 
than those fabncated in 1!.ngland. It consequently 
became neceSRary to prote('t the latter by duties of 
seventy and eighty per cent. on their value, or by posi­
tIve prohIbItion. Had this not been the case, had not 
such prohibItory duties and decrees exIsted the mills of 
P81s1ey and Manchester would have been stopped ill 

their outset and· could scarcely have been _ set ill 
motion, even hy the powers of steam. They were 
created b]/ the, Bar:n{ice of the Indian manufacture. Had 
India been mdependent, she would have retaliated; 
would have imposed preventive duties upon British 
goods, and would thus have preserved her own produc­
tive mdustry from anmhilation. This act of self-defence 
was not permItted her, she was at the mercy of the 
stranger. BritIsh goods were forct'd upon her without 
payrng any duty: and ilie forei/oPl manufacturer employed 
the arm of political lDlul,tice to keep down and ultimately 
strangle l!... competitor with whom he could not have 
contended on eqnal terms " ... 

In tllis connection, the !':peech ~f Mr. Tierney 
may also be referred to. The author who has 
been quoted above, III summarising hIS speech, 
says :-

uThe singularIty of the debate was a long and elabo­
rate speech from Mr Tlerney, who. m OPpoSItlOn to the 
sentiments of his colleagues, malDtamed that, looking 
to the rustinguished character and generally oon"urring 

... Vol. VII. p. 385. 
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tenor of the evidence adduced in favor of the Company, 
and the total absence of any evidence on the opposite 
part, the existing system ought not to be interfered 
with. In fact, there was a gross inconsistency in the 
resolution; a Court of Directors that could not be 
trusted with the commerce of India was to be oonfinned 
i.n the government,-twenty-four execrable merchants 
were to make excellent polItical governors! But there 
was no charge agamst the Company . 

... .. Amonqst all the arguments w fa/oar af the benefits 
thai ';ere to aClJ1'Ue to the people of Imha frmn a froo 
trade he had rtel'er heard ~t proposed to allow one manu­
facture of Ind~a to be freely importt4 mto Great Bntain. 
It was tIue that they would allow (~tton twist: but 
then, haVIng found that they could weave Uy means 
of machmery cheaper than the Indians, they said to 
them 'Leave off weaving. supply us with the raw 
material.-a.n(l we will we.a.ve for j'ou.' Now, altlwugk 
th~ was a natural pNnciple enough for merchants and 
manufacturers, it was rather too much to talk of t~ . 
ph'llanthropy of zt, or to ra~.k the .mpparters 'of it Q8 in 
a pecuhar deqree the friends of Indw. If,. instead of 
.callmg themseZl)eS tit/! frzend,~ of that country. they should 
profess themselves .tll enemll'S, what more could thfy dtJ 
than advise the endeavmtr to IJ1'Ush all Indian manu.­
facture fI What would be Bald of the F.J3St India Com­
pany If they were to show as decided a preference to 
"the manufactures of the naoves of India lmder their 
protection as we did to the manufactures of England? 
.. · .. he would defy any man to pqint out anything like 

.the good of Indta bettng the object c.f any of tlte "680-

JutWns ". 

IbId pp. 384.-.~. 
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But no reasons and no arguments were of any 
avail. Indian mdustries were deliberately crushed 
by England in order "to promote the interest aud 
happmess of the natIve rnhabltants of the Bnhsh 
dommion!; In IndIa" They were talkmg of clVih­
ZIng the people of India by the el>tablishment of 
an open trade. When Sir 'Thomas Munro was 
8f1kcd his oplDion on the subject, he gave the 
following charactensbc reply .-

"I do not Imdcrstand what IS meant by the cn'llization 
of tIw Hmdus " .. , " . But If a good system of 
8!n'i('ulture, unrivalled manufactunng skill, a capaCIty to 
produce whatever can eon tr.J bute to ponvemence or luxury , 
schools estabbshed in every Village for teachmg readmg, 
Writing, and anthmetic , the general practIce of hOSPIta­

lity and charity amongst each other: and above all, a 
trelttment of the female sox full of confidenc(', respect 
and delicacy. are among the BIt;mS which denote a CIVi­

lised people. then the Hmdu8' are not inferior to the 
nation!! of Europe: and if CIVIlIsatIon IS to become an 
article of trade between the two cmmtnes, I am convme­
ed that this country (England) wIll gam.by the import 
eanro " 

But the Christian natives of England were bent 
upon ri,ilizing the heathens of India by means of 
(1) free trade. (2) permltting free influx of the 
J!Jnglish into India, (3) allowing Chnstian MIssiona­
rips to preach the gospel to the heath ellS, and (4) 
imparting instructIon in English. 



CHAPTER II. 

THE FREE mFLUX OF ENGLISKItD 
INTO INDIA 

Uunder the pretext of civilising India a one­
sided free trade was Imposed. One of the meanf; the 
natives of England devised for Improvmg their 
trade m India was the free mflux of theIr CQ­

rehgiomsts and compatnots mto that country. 
Europeans were not freely allowed to sojourn or 
!'lettIe m the territories in India then under the 
JunsdictlOn of the Ea~t India Company. Tbe 
BritIsbers wished to remove these restrictIOns so 
as to enable their kIth and kin to go in large 
numbers to India They believed that this would 
expand thell' comll1er<!o and I Derease the sale f)f 
English goods. They knew full well that the step 
which they proposed was not the one calculated 
to promote t~e happmess of the natives of India. 
Indeed, on thIS pomt almost all the witnesses 
examlUed before the Select CommIttees of both the 
houses were unanimous. \Ve reproduce below 
the evidence of some of those who were competent 
to speak with authority 'on the <;llbject. 
~ Warren' Hastings eXI\Ullued before the 

Lo:d's Committee said :-
"It 1"1 im'tlOSSlble that the English obaracter should 
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coalesce with the natives in the same state of society. 
In the higher class of the BritIsh sub]Pcts thIs effect 
may not be deduced; but if Europeans are admitted 
generally to go mto the cOImtry to mix with the 
inhabItants and to form establIshments amongst them, 
the (',onsequences must certainly and inevitably prove the 
ruin of the country, they will insult, plunder, a::d 
oppress the natives because they can do it with Impunity, 
no laws that ('an be enooterl from hence (',an at such a. 
dIstance, and under the covpr of so many cIrcumstance.;; 
as will occur III th,\t country, prevent them from com­
mittlng acts of hcentlousness of every kind WIth Impu­
nity; the arrogance and boldness of their SPIrit will 
encourage them too far to do everything that their own 
intcrests may prompt them to In 'India at a dlstanc,'6 
from the (,-8.pital settlements, the name of an Engli .. hman 
is his protection, and a sanctIon for many offences 
which he would not dare to commIt at home. .. *' *' .. 
There a tacit Idea prevails unlveTf'ally III the mind", of all 
British subjects not only ill Ind18, but I beheve WIth a 
feebler or deeper impreSSIOn even at home. the idea of 
common partIcIJl8.bon whIch every British Rub)ect 
possesses In the sovereignty of the Company -'Since we 
bef.ame masters of the country,' 'our natlVE> ~..1LJects,' and 
other phrases of a similar import constantly occur in our 
books, in our wntmgs, as well as in the language of 
familiar conversation. These idea,>, ID the lower orders 
ot Bribsh Rubjects rise to the heIght of despotism. and 
are liable to aU the excesses of despotism, whenever the 
prerogatives annexed to It can be .asserted with impunity. 
with RUch a. disparity, the aggrIeved Indl8Jl loses lus 
confidence; he is timid by nature, and not eattily provokai 
to resistance where danger I may he appr"hended, but 
though this is a part of their indIvidual character, cases 
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may be supposed m which the provocation of a general 
grievance lIlIlY excite the wnole people, or detached 
members of them, to aU the feromtIt's of insurrec:rtJon; 
tlus, however IS not very liable to happen, and I hope 
never will. V ~ry great and almost insuperable will be 
the dlfIicultles of obtaining redress should the native 
Indian be under a necessIty ot appealing for It to the 
courts of Justice established m the (J()untry . theae will 
always be at a great dIstance from the complamant, 
because he cannot afford the loss of a day'S labour, whioh 
pr~cures hlln hI'! dallY subSistence. in appealwg to them. 
The same difficulties WIll occur in eollecting wltn6lilses, 
and procunnp; thelr attendanc(': and thpse comhmed will 
be more h.kely to prevent hIS complammg at aU, than a 
too quick sense of IllJury to gIve occ8...'llon for his 
complammg Without sufficlCnt rea..'lon. * • * • 

"If a free trade were authonsed hy law l~tween thiS 
country and Bntlsh India. and Enghshmen were allowed 
to fix theu resIdence 1D any part of our Indian poIIRL"SSiOD!I 

accordmg to their pleasure, and Without restraint, is it 
your opInIOn that anY.Ill eonsequenC6d from such pe.l'­
mlBSlon would en'>ue to the tJanqulllty and .happmess of 
the nabvC8 of India under tho Government of the Com­
pany? I answ~ eonfidently, that It would prove ruinous 
to the country, andlveTY UlJunous to the peace of the 
inhabitants. 

"Are you of opmion that ill consequences would follow 
from Buch permission to the stability of the British 
Empire in India? I am indeed. '" '" '" • 

"If there were any considerable lDCi'e8Se in the inter· 
course of EnglIShmen with the natives of India, are you 
of oRiaion that it would have an III effect upon the 
opinIons of the I1jtives of India relative to the character 
of Englishmen ~M08t undoubtedly ther would naturally 

3 
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draw their opinion of the character Qf ttbe country from 
the conduct of those WIth whom they were immediately 
conve.."S&D.t, and every act of lDJustioo, for which they 
oould receive no redress, would dwell upon thei! ~. 
,nth a strong prejudice agamst the Governmeat' iU!elf. 
supposing it to pernut them . 

.. Are you of opinion that such an idea so' ~ted 
in the mmds of the natives might evel\tUally be 
prejudicial to the stability of the BritIsh Governmenf in 
lndla "t-A strotlj{ armed force may be sufficient to 
8Uppress and keep down any spmt of revolt aris~ in 
the minds of the people. We must always keep up a 
strong B11mdmg, force in that country. but so much 
depend!! for the peace of the country and the st&bihty of 
the Govern~ent upon the attachment of the peqple, 
that 1t would be very unsafe and impolitic to trust to 
that security only * '" In short, I do not beheve that 
any nation upon earth IS safe from the WOrbt effectS 
whkh may follow from a general dIscontent of its 
people." 

In his ,evidenoe before the Select Committee 
of the House of Commons, Mr. Warren Hastings 
said .-

MTwonty years ago when the present Charter was 
under consideration, I addressed a letter to the Chairman, 
or Chairmen for the time bemg of the Court of Dll'OOtors 
upon tillS very subJect; in whICh, 80 far as I can trust 
to my n'COllectlOn"I strongly urged the necE'I;811y CI{ 
'Providing agamst the Irl'UptIon of British adventurers 
into Inwa, and be3'ond the bounds of our settlements ; 
arguing from it. that they would molest and oPP-. the 
IlOOPle, and. plunder tile country; R&d I believed I 
E'XPN'S!1ed a wlsh that ROme provision should be made 



JllaiDat it in the Charter then dependinll. I have either 
loet or mislaid the letter so that I have no access to any 
copy of it: therefore I can only speak to its identi~. 
lnd ., the general import of it. I mention this 1JJ shoW" 
that it ts not a novel doctnna which I humbly deliver to 
this hbnourable HOllBe. My letter. I how, was seen, 
and 1 have a pl(,88ure In thinking that it was approved, 
by, the- gentleman that then preel(wd over the Board of 
Commissioners for th", affairs of India, a man who 
~ly, If It could be S8J.d of any man. required no 
light from the judgement of another to 8Id his ow:n; 
and, therefore. It would be the height of aiTo,anC8 in me 
to suppose that I had any share of merit in the event 
whIch followed. I have mentioned !he fact only to aho., 
Mw early my Ilp1Jl]On "as formed. and WIth what 
anxiety and earnestness I acted upon it. A clause was 
mserted by Mr Dundas, 111 the Act of Parliament, and 
m the Ch.arter constituted from it, by which it was 
enacted. 'that no British subject not bemg a servant of 
the East India Cotupan~ should be allowed to reside in 
IndIa, except at the prlDGlpal settlements '. unless by a 
epactal hcense from the Company or the Governors of 
India.' This lIcense I thought dofeated the essential 
purpose of the- prohibitory clause, but I 'Walted till 
another occasion mduced me again to address the Court 
of Directors through the similar official channel of the 
Chairman and deputy Chairman of that body; which I 
did. in a letter dated the 12th of March 1802, strongly 
re~onstratmg agamst tb,1s exception to the general clatUIB 
as liable to be productive of greater mischiefs from the 
few favoured E1ll'opeans who were allowed the benefit of 
it th! if all men indiscruninative1y were allowed io 
JlQI!8e88 the saofa priVIlege. Uain. OD the 28th of A.pril 
last. I a third time took up the same Bubject., and 
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addressed a letter upon it to the present Chairman of the 
Court of Directors. re-lterating my former objections. and 
the arguments connected With them. and proposing as II 

means of preventing the deprecated ahuses, certain restric­
tions to which I have alluded in my answer to one of 
the first questions proposed to me. This letter contams 
all that I had written upon the same subject in my 
preceding letter of March 1802. i.n a quotatIon from It. 
This will. and the first letter which I have menboned.­
would (if I could produce It), strongly prove that such 
always was my opmlOn TIllS honourable House Will 
have ample means of knowlllg, from more recent testi­
mony than mine, whether tho mischIefs wluch I appre­
hended have actually come to pa.s~. and the record8 of the 
Court of Directors will afford a. more authentic evidence 
still of their existence, If they have existed. I have the 
pennisslOn of the Court of DlfOctors. ID whose poSSessiOll 
the last letter 18, and I humbly refer this honorable 
House to It . and if this shall appear to he clearly the 
case, the inferences that I drew, so long ago as twenty 
years past. of the conneXlOn between the allowance of 
Bribsh adventurers lD Indu~. not in the service of the 
Company, Wltlt Its influence on the peace of it, and the 
ro-iteratlOn of the same opinIOn through ~v long a serier.. 
of tIme, are no longer argumentative;: they are predlchve , 
and In that sense a.re an Irrefragable proof, that SUell 

conseqUtlDCe,.'1 must mevitably follow such premIses." 

Mr. WIlliam Oowper told the Lords' Committee 
tbat:-

"Uninformed. a,o,! the European must be of everything 
that it was important 10 him to know of the habfts<; the 
OO$toms. the preludloes. the peculiarities. the laws, and. 
the religion. both of the Mahomedan and tnndoo inbabi-
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tanta, he would ignorantly in a thouAand ways be ex­
posed to violate BOme and IPve offence in others; it 
amnot be supposed that BOme violences w{luld not be 
committed bv the European: tlus \VOuld tend to exas­
perate both tlle Hindoo and Mussalman J)OPUlation. and 
supposing that those adventurers were multiplied to the 
extent that the questIon 1 imagine intends, would lead 
to universal disorder. anarchy and oonfusion in the 
interIor, infallIbly as I should think." 

Sir John llalcolm, as a witness before 
tbe Lords' Committee was examined as 
follows:-

"Js It your opinion that much less danltor is likely 
to arise to the peace and happiness of the inhabitants 
of British India from jntercourse with F..dl$rlishmen, who. 
from theIr long l'Csidenr,e m tha.t country, are IK'quainted 
with theIr manners and prejudices. than with]ler80n8 
coming from this country unacquainted wIth any of their 
manners and prejudlC'€'B, and therefore from ignorance 
likt'ly to offend them '1' No doubt. .. • • * 

"In case then any act of violence should be committed 
b~ any free trader or !us agent. a.t the distance of sever&! 
hundred mile~ from Calcutta, do you conceive It posSIble 
that ilie natives can have adequate Justice against such 
trader or his agent? It would be attended with very 
great delay e.nd inconvenience no doubt." 

Lord Teignmouth In his eVIdence before the 
Lords' ComlDlttee, said -

"AD unrestrained admission of Europeans in~ the 
~, .. • would cert&nly in my opinion 
be attended .nth VeTy ereat inconvenience and em­
barassment to the Government of the OOUDtry, &lld 
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DliPt probably be 'attended with mischievous and daturer­
OWl oonsequenoes. 

"The admi88ion of a number of Europeans Into the 
intsior of Bengal, of people unacquainted with the habits 
and customs of the natives of that country a..nd many of 
them ente~ a contempt for them, would probably 
be attended with thiS inconvenIence, tha.t they would 
often violate the prejudices of the nabves by their con­
duct. and excite a considerable degree of irritatton in the 
native!! hy such {'oaduct. but whether it would be at­
tended WIth evil consequences to the peace of the country. 
generally BPeaking, I feel some hesitation In giving any 
P<l8itive opmion; there 18 another lm~tance In which I 
thInk the unrestramed admisiilOD of Europeans ~. would 
also be attended WIth bad consequence.'!. that It would 
tend to lower the BrItish character In the e'ltimate of the 
natives . and that might he deemod a dangerouH effect. 
when the great disproportIOn between the mhabItants of 
IndIa and the number of Europt'a1lS IS takflD mto ooD-

sideratlon" • • • 
"SUPPOSing th'l.t IrritatIOn whlc'l your Lordship w 

supposed woul!! take place in the mmds of the naaves 
from unrostnuned in1.ercourse 'WIth Europeanl'l, and 
supposing that degradation of European character in 
their oplDlon which your Lordshi p has alluded to, do 
you not think it Wight ultimately a.ffect the stabilIty of 
the Bnbsh Empire lD Indm ?-A loog ('.()urse of irritatlon 
and a.n increasing sentJ.ment of degradation. might lead 
to such an effect." 

Major General Alexander Kyd's eVIdence 
hefole the Lords' Committee is so important that 
copious exnacb> from it are reproduced below. 

"From the experience YOU have had on this sabJect 
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are you able to form a conjecture with respect to the 
probable effect of an unrestrained interoourae between 
British persons and the native inhabitants of India?­
I think from my OWD observation it would be fraqht 
with very dangerous oonsequenoes. ... ... ... 

"On what observed peculiarities in the character or 
usages of the natIves do you find that opiruon ?-It 
is an unfortunate circumstance, but it is certainly true. 
that the character of the lower class of Europeans is, 
to hold in utter oontempt and to despise the character 
of the natives; and on all occasions, wherE' I have 
observed they have had the smallest authonty. they 
never fail to treat them ill. There is another oircumstance 
that 18 equally unfortunate. that almost all the lower 
classes of Europeans are addicted to spirituous liquors 
when they can ~et them. SPlTItuou8 lIquors are to be 
got in every Vlllagc or market in the country at a tri~ 
prICe, and therefore, they naturally will indulge in them, 
and in theU' mtemperance IlJ-treat the natives. 

"Do you remember havlDg seen instances in which 
thiS observation was vepficd ?-In my own experienoe 
I had occasion, to employ a vast numb~r of European 
overseers, which m general were taken from the mIlitary 
and were recommended to me as men of the best 
character, but Tn the end I found that it was impossible 
to del6irate to them the smallest pow~r, and I wU 
obliged to leave off the employment of Europeans, .from 
their habIt of lll-treatlDg the natives, and to take to 
native superintendents. in the works I was carryIDj[ 
on ............ 

"Su.pposing traders to go from this country with 
Brit!s4 crews, wou.ld any abuses bappen with respect 
to de native vessels of which you. have SIlO. and of 
which the cre~ and. captams and oWDers are excl.wve-



40 THE COLO~IZAnOS OF INDI.t. BY EUROPEANS 

ly .,natives ?-Upon that subject I own I have some 
opinions that may probably appe!U' strange: but I very 
much fear that several of those disappointed traders 
would most likely wish to make good their losses, and 
might be induced to commit depredations upon those 
defenceless vessels; and in consequence this free and 
oPen communication of ships of all descriptIons might 
frequently lead to those depredatIOns: I am almost 
certain it would do it. 

"no YOll find that opinion upon any hlstoncal fact?­
We 'know there have been traders In former times, who­
even went the length of a regular system of piracy" * 

"You have stated that m the publIc works carried 
on under your direction 10 India, you latterly preferred 
the employment of natIves, as supenntendents. to 
Europeans; what opInIon has that enabled you to 
form respectmg the capacity of the natives when so 
Instructed and employed ?-The capaCity of the natIves 
respectIng carrying on all works of mgenUlty, is beyond 
what people in general can conceive I have executed, 
with natives alone, bUlldmgs of a\! descnptIons, made up 
flll'Dlture of ev\"ry kind, m short dIrected them to cast 
cannon, mere IS nothmg that I understood myself, but 
what I could get the natJve artIficers to exeute, and m a 
very superIOr manner. they are a very mgemous and a 
very mtelhgent people." 

Yet the native:; of India were represented as 
savages, whom it was considered the duty of 

England to civilize. 
Mr. Thomas Graham ""a~ examined before the 

IJOrd'l' Committee. 

"Supl>08iDlr a considerable and mdiscrur.inate influx of 
Europeans. in consequence of an opeD tmde from every 
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port in the United Kingdom to every pOrt within ,the 
limits of the Company's Charter. what po]jtjcal or other 
consequences would you apprehend from suob inoreaBed 
and indiscnma.te influx ?-I do not conceive that it would 
be practIcable for the regula.tors of the government there 
to restrain them from those communications which might 
lead to commotion. 

"Will you descnbe the kinlb of communication which 
you apprehend might lead to such commotion ?-The 
trespasses which they might commit upon their religious 
preJudices." 

According to Hir 1'homas MUDro 

"the general intercourse of Europeans with such a 
country (India) would certamly be producttve of very 
bad consfl1luences. '" '" I thm);: that men recently arrived 
from Europe. WIthout any knowledge of the language 01 

manners of the people. would bE' too much accustomed to 
exercIse acts of violence to their religious and civil feel­
ing and prejudices. and by that means to exmte discontent 
at. . and occasion cons~t a1frays and appeals to. the 
authontIes established there" 

"Further on SIr ThomaR ~Itlnro corrected himself 

by saying 

"When I spoke of European merchant.s lately arrived 
from ~lrope committing acts of violence against the 
inhabitants and natIves, I did not mean to confine my 
remarks entirely to merchants. I extend it to aU 
Europeans. civil and military, Company's servants and 
King's when they first land, from their ignorance 01 the 
m.rrers of the natives, from seeing them apparently SO 

mild, they IU'e' apt to tre.lt them with contempt, and to 
commit 8f'ts of outrage that they would not do in their 
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0Wll OOtIntry: they conBlder themselves in India as part. 
of a nation of conquerors, and they are very apt to act as 
such in their own persons." 

The questlOns which were put to Mr. William 
Young, and the answers which he gave to those 
questions in his evidence before the Lords' 
commltte are reproduced below :-

"What do you conceIve would be the effect of an 
unrestrained mtercourse between the natives of ~t 
country and the natives of thlB ?--I should think It would 
lead to very disagreeable consequencell. 

"Will you describe III what way you ('ODllelve those 
disagreeable consequences would anse ?-I tlunk t1Iat 
they would arise from their mter/erence with the 
manners, customs, llsages, and relJgIOllS pre)udlC'e8 of the 
poople." .. >I< .. .. 

~Do you apprehend then, tllat an unllmlted mflux of 
Europeans into that colmtrr would produce conse­
quences dangerous to the happmc§s of the natives apd 
the stabllity of the EntIsh Government ?-l thmk. that 
unless verY g~t restnrhons wdeed were imposed upon 
them. it would." 

Mr. J obn 8tracey told the Lords' CommIttee 

"J should certam1y tlunk if Bntish subJec.ts are 
alklwed to go when and where they please, through the 
different provwces, the greatest 1ll1\lI'Y would aTlSe in 
every l'espect, and If they are to go w an unhmited. 
manner, and to be under no restramt to the tblferent 
courts established in the provmces. I thmk they WDq}.d 

aU of them. or at least most of them. be. guilty of the 
il'Gateet excesses and enormities ,. 



Then he was asked :-
"Do you not believe that if such a state of cl~ms­

tanoes were to take place as has been just supposed, 
it would create great disturbance in the mative popnlation 
against the Enldish Government ?-I certainly think it 
would. 

MAre you of OpInIOn that jf such enormities were 
committed. they would matenally tend to lower the 
character of tht1 English In tho eyes of the natives?­
If tiley could not obtaIn redress. I should certainly think 
it WOUld. 

MSUpposing it were practw~ble to establish provincial 
JUrISdICtion in that country, to which the EngliSh might 
be subject. are you of oplnlon that the fr'3Quent punish­
ment of EnglIshmen by such Junsdwtion would tel1d 
to degrade the character of the nation In the eyes of 
the natives ~-I thmk It posslblv may: hut that 18 80 
~eneral a question, the effeet of it I rannot speak to . 
I am, of opinIon that no Europeans should be allowed 
10 the intenor of the country, except Bnbsh subJects. 
and those Br.hsh subject's to go under a specIfic lioenr!' 
from the different Gm'emmenta. 88 is' the .. case at 
present." 

It IS Unll~ef,Sary to give the opinion of other 
WItnesses examined before the Select Committeef! 
of the two houses of ParlIament. As said before 
they were all agreed that it was undesirable to 
allow a free influx of Europeans in India. 

But in the face of these testimonies the natives 
of England persisted in inducing the Indian 
aut!orltIes to permit their co-religionists and 

• compatriots a free access without Jet or hindraooe 
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to every part of India. They were told that this 
would Dot promote the happiness of the people 
of India But what did they care for the happi­
ness of the heathens of that country? They only 
cared for that which would put money into their 
own pockets. For. 'they believed that the measure 
which they proposed was the one calculated to 
prove beneficial to their commerce. Why, the 
larger the European populatlOn in India, the 
greater will be the consumption of European goods 
by them Mr. Robert Morris was examined as a. 
witness before the Lords' CommitteI:'. He s81d 
that there was no pro<;pect of an extenslOn of an 
export trade form Englanq to India, unless there 
were a greater number of Europeans in that country 
to CODfmme them He was asked -

MDo you ooncelve there is much proRper't of an ex­
tension of an flXport trade of the articles described?­
Not undes" the pre,qent circumstances of the country, I 
mean unless there are a !treater number of Europeans 
to consume them 

¥Supposiug it to be a fact, that the exports of Euro­
pean articles ro India have, of late years, been conSIder­
ably augmented. do you conceIve that such augmentation 
has been OWlDg to any Increased consumption of Euro­
pean commodities amongst the natives of India ?-I do 
not : or in a very small degree, probably Borne few arti­
cles, SUcil as fine glassware for ornaments, for their 
hoWlle8, but of no others that I am a.cquamted with" • 

The el"idence of Mr William Fairlie was also 
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to the same purport. Being examined before the 
Lords' Committee '-

~Do you know whether. during the last twenty years, 
there has not been an increased export of E.'uropeaD. 
articles and manu.fa.ctures to India r-A very great one, 
I flunk . but ('hI' fly. I should think. owing to the in. 
cre/Uled number of Europeans now in the Rarviee of the 
Company; the Company 's MilitAry and Civil Service 
have greai:ely increas(''<i. the Kmg's regiments have 
~tely mcl'€'ased. .. and the number of Europeans is 
twenty or thirty to onf', as compared to the time I went, 
thirtv years ago." 

X The presence of Il. large number of Europeans 
In India would dtrectly lead to a greater consum­
ption of European goods. and also indirectly lead 
to the same end by making the natIves imitate 
lJuropean manners and thus become customers of 
European goods It was also supposed that the 
lDtercourS6 of nativeS' with Europeans would in­
duce them to consume k.uropean goods. 'i. .' 
~ Mr David Vanderhayden, M. P. was examined 

before the I1lrds' Committee. 

"Can yoU state wilcth3r, at the presidency of Cal<lUtta. 
any growmg confol'Illlty was discoverable. on the part of 
the natives. to European fashions or habits ?-None to 
European habits . in some degree it may be with respect 
to fasluons amongst the highest clas8 of the people. 1 
mean in the use of e&rr&age8 or articles of furniture, 
8U~ as looking glasses or glassware in a very moderate 
4egree. 

"Do you ascribe this alight progress of European fa.. 
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sroons among natives of distinction to their inOOrcourse 
with Euro~ADS or to any other cause?- Of C()UrSf it 
must ha?!~ ansen from their interoourse with Europeans 

"Do you apprehend, that in the interior of the oountry, 
on the supposition that no great interrolU'se should k 
allowed to Europeans Wlth nativesv the consumption ot 
European manufactures could be materially promoted?­
I do not think that under any CIrcumStanceS the con­
sumption of European commodIties m the mterior is 
likely to he mcreased, for the reasons I have beforE' 

etaisd." 
{.,Yes, whatever demand there arose for European 

goods amongst natives was due to thcir intercourse 
with Europeans. And It was, therefore, considered 
necessary to permit Europeans to penetrate into 
the interior of IndIa in order to promote the 
commerce in European goods. 

Then again the free influx of a large number 
of Europeans into India .brought mto eXlstence 
that class 1,)£ hybrids known as half-castes or 
EuraSIans, and thusf,leading to an JDcreased con­
Rumphon of Euopean;:'goods. Mill or General 
Aleunder Kyd WR." oxamined before the Lords' 
Committee. 

"Is it therefore lIkely, III your opinion, that under any 
circumstances or any system whatever, tho manufactures 
of this country can obtam a very increased sale among 
the great mass of theEIndian population 'I-In considering 
that question, I have been long of opinion. that It is. not 
possible to'mcrease the consumptlOD of Ruropean articles 
to a. much ~tf>r degree than it IS at present among the 



natives. but tt wiU go on prof/f'~ wttk our ~ 
in lwitll, and wUh the mm-ease of ~na. and t1Mir 
children (half-caste), whose manners and habits are the 
same, and therefore use the same artJCles as their 
fathers." 

In the course of theIr letter dated F.ast India HoUBe, 
27th February, 1818, Messrs. John Bebb and James 
Pattison wrote to the Right Hon'ble George Canning: 

"The half-caste WIll increase in numbers more rapidly 
in proportlon as fa<'lht1CR are extended to Europeans to 
seWe m IndIa." X 

These were the consIderatIOns WhICh led tb&' 
nattves of England, a nation ~f shop-keepers, to, 
demand the flee mflux of Europeans to every part 
of India. Although some EnglIsh natives would 
have been glad to see India converted into a. 
colony, yet perhaps the thmking portion of them 
dId not comnuer It good for them to see India 
colonised by their compatriots Why? Because 
that might have dlmmished the export trade of 
England to IndIa, m!>tead of incieasiD~ it. Sir 
John Malcolm III hIS evidence before the Lords' • CommIttee said -

"The facility of mtereourse With India, from l~ to 
the estahhshment III that COUll try of a great number of 
European. artisans and mechaDlcs, will. I oonceive, lead 
to a d.i:lllnution of the exports of a great number of 
European a.rtJ.cles. The manufacture of leather, lately 
esta,bhshed in Madras, has already not only furnIshed 
~pean accoutrements, but all species of articles down 
tD ladIes' glov«¥. Carnages and,oliter oonwranoos are 
made by European artil!aIls at C'alcntta, a.I.l kinds of 
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fumitnre, all kinds of silver work, and in short. every­
thing they can. The cheapness of the labour of natives, 
whom they teach to work under the supenntendenoe of 
Europeans, in those arts, not only enables them to sell 
these articles cheaper, but is likely to be one means of 
mtroducmg all such articles to more general use in the 
country, as they will become more withm the compass 
of the means of the natives to purchase." 

But IndIa waR not going to be made into a 
colony and the knghsh people were taking st~ps 

to crush Indian hldustries rather than to encourage 
them and make IndIa a thrivmg and prosperous 
country So the fears of Sir John Malcolm ,vere 
groundless. '1'he Europeans who were to be allowed 
free access to Indla were to play the part of 
"birds of prey and passage" in IndIa They were 
meant to promote the intereRt of the EngliGh people 
and not of India. Thus SIr Thomas Munro was 
asked by the Select Committee of the House of 
Commoll~'-

"Are you not of opmion that lf easler access to 
IndIa were allowod to persons bred to the cotton tradEl, 
and more practised and skllled than general merchants 
in distingUIshing the different kinds of cotton used in 
British manufactures, such would soon dlscovpr the situa­
tions most favourable for the growth of each sort of 
ootton, the best means of cultivating them. and of 
K(>tlping the finer separate from the coarser cottons?" 

In answer Sir Thomas Munro Raid:-

"1 should have no doubt that if Pel'Ilons sloUe! in 
<!OtOOn were admitted inOO the interior of India, they 



would probably find the means of improving the Q.uality 
()f the cotton." 

The free influx of the Christian natives of 
England into India was meant for exploitation 
of India. 

We have already reproduced above the stat&­
ments of the several witnesses examined before the 
Committees of the two Rouses who were almost 
unanimous in declaring that the free influx of 
Europeans would produce confusion, and disorder 
in India and the natives of that country would be 
oppressed and ill-treated by the white Christian 
adventurers and sOJourners. The lbght Honorable 
Lords, and the honourable members of the Lower 
House oonstJ.tuting the special Committees heard 
calmly the tale of sorrows that would befall the 
heathen nati vas by granting permission to their 
co-rel.JgioDlsts and cOIllpatriots to freely resort to 
India. But what did they do? They perhla.ps did 
not beheve lD the proverb whioh says that "Pre­
vention IS bet~r than cure." No, had they done 
so, they would have at once taken steps to make 
the regulations which existed at that time against 
the influx of Europeans Into India more strict 
No relaxation of those Regulations was desirable 
or advisable. Yet the free influx of Europeans 
into India, being a settled thing, it was 
pro!osed. to m¥8 such regulations as would. deter 
white sojourners in India from committing eJ:oesses 

4 



50 THE OOW~T{ZATION OF INDIA BY EUROPEANS 

on its iDhab.tants. This looked something like 
inflicting a wound first and then applying some 
balm to relieve its pain and smarting 

But no regulatIons could have jlrevented the 
lll-treatment of Indians by tlle white Christian 
adventurers. Lord Teignmouth in his evidence 
before the Lords' Commlttee, said :-

"1 do not think any regulations of Government could, 
altogether prevent acts of ID)Ustice or oppression by 
Europeans in the interior, but that regulatlOns ID.lght 
be so framed as to bring the offender to punIshment 
in which case some of the evils would be mitigated." 

But the discontent of natives engendered 
by ill-treatment at the hands of the white sojourners 
was not to be removed by any regulations. 
Sir Thomas Munro on being examined before the 
Lords' CommIttee was asked:-

"If any violences were committed by such persons 
upon tiro nahves. would it not be extremely difficult 
for them to obtain any adequate redress ? 

He said;-

"I should think that even the granting them ade­
quate redress would not exactly remove the ~U8es of 
chsoontent" 

Similar was the testimony of several other 
witnesses. 

But it was difficult, nay, almost impos;nble 
fM any native to obtain redress when the 
offending party was a Christian white European. 
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No Chnstan white criminal was subj!?Ct to t;Jie 
jurisdiction of any mofossil court in the " interiOr. 
The British subjects were triable only in the 
Supreme Court of judicature established at the 
presidency. Mr. Thomas Cockburn, as a witness 
before the Lords' Committee was asked :-

".Are you aware that British subjects, for olfences 
committed against the natives, are mabie only in the 
SUJlrem~ Court of Judicature established at the presi­
dency?" 

In reply, he said :-
"I am aware of that bemJ;C the case, (and I consider 

It one of the great grIevances under which our Indian 
subjects labour. It is not only 10 respect to assaults 
or IrregularitIes affecting thelr persons, but in respect to 
thell' property, a European. a Bntish subject resident 
in the interior, licenced by the Government, by some 
conbtructJon of the law as it now Rtands, is considered 
even 10 regard to mattem of property oqly amenable 
to the Supreme CourU!; but as the act of goin"'g into 
the mtenor 18 one of his own seeking, and su1fered by 
the bcence of Go'ernment. he enters into a bond to 
allow himself to be prosecuted in the courts established 
under the regulations of Government to the extent 
of 500 rupees, \ whIle the European has the 
lIower to prosecute a native subject of Great 
Britain to any extent to which lus dMlinga may extend; 
but if the native has larger demands upon the European 
thaD 500 rupees. he must proceed to the Supreme OoUllt 
to pJ."04Iecute him at the distance of sometimes hundreds. 
and in Benpl one-thousand miles. at an erpense not only 
ruinous. but he must leave his family, his pursuits. and I 
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may flaY everything that is dear to him. and which he 
bas been accustomed to, for the purpose of obtaini.Dg re­
dress at the presidencies. while other Euro})elms not 
British subiects, are considered amenable to the country 
('ourts·· • and this exception in favour of the lJritish 
appears to me to give great reason for the natives to 
doubt the impartiality, if not the justice of the English 
Government In criminal matters, 8 European, if informed 
against before a magistrate. is liable to be taken up by 
that magistrate, and witnesses are bound over to proceed 
to the Supreme Court whatever established, for the pur­
pose of prosecution for the offence: of course, subject to 
the same inconveniences already described, excf'pt that in 
case of poverty, an allowance of two annas (311'd) ada}', 
I believe, is allowed to the witnesses to bear their expen­
ses on such occasions. and in some particular cases, I be­
lieve, Government defray the expense of the prosecution." 

Then he was asked '-

Could British subjects be made "eneraily amenable to 
those district courts without o"trence to their national feel­
ings and prejudices." 

He answered :-
"In CMeB of life and death. I do not think it possible 

either consistent with British laws or British feeling, that 
they should be amenable to the country courts: but in 
all other cases whatsoever. I rannot but think it would 
be just to the people of India, that th()Se Europeans, wl.o 
for their own advantage seek a residence among them, 
with the licence and protection of tile Company, should 
be equallv amenable to the country courts, I mpn the 
circuit OO1ll'ts, where European iud¥es preside. as the 
natives BIDong whom they reside and whom it is the" 
bounden duty, as is prescribed by the law, tba.t the British 



Govermnent should protect in their ra1jgiou. their Ull8I9II. 
&ad eVeD their prejumoee." 

He was further qne8ti?ned :-
"Were British subjectfi made amenable to the juri&­

diction of the country oonrts, however consonant the 
frequent exoeroise of that jurisdi<1i.on might be to the 
dictates of justice. would it be in fact agreeable to the 
natuI8.l feelmgs and prejudices of h1isbmen ?" 

Mr. Cockburn tJ:ply observed:-
"As )ustice is the first principle in the heart of an 

Englishman. and R8 Englishmen place themselves in the 
situation deseribed voluntarily, it is for themselves to 
consider whether they will do 80, knowing that they will 
be amenable to trial by their countrymen. who preside In 
the courts to which 1 allude." 

As the law stood in those daYij, the Christian 
whIte sojourners often considered it a good fun to 
take the life of a heathen black or brown native of 
this country If they Fere in the interior of the 
country, by the committal of snch a .crime, they 

wonld at the eX}lenBe of the State, be sent to the 
Presidency to ..ue their trial before the Supreme 
Court. This gave them an opportunity to see the 
Presidency and thus relieve the monotonous life 
which they led in the mofo.ssJ.l often several 
hundreds of miles distant from the PNsidency 
town., The author of Fifteen Year, in Indi,a. 
mentions an anecdote which is worth transcribing 
ber~ for it adorns a tale and points a m&ral. 

"ODe great defect in the judicial eatablishments in 
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India. however, is that the supreme criminal courts have 
such a vast extent of lurisdiction over Europeans. and 
the perpetrators of crimes have to be brought from such 
a distance for trial, before punishment can be inflicted, 
that the salutary effect of it in prevention is in a great 
meas1il'e lo~t. A short anecdote will illustl'ate this: His 
Majesty's 17th regiment of foot was for a long time 
stationed on the northern frontIer, upwards of one 
thousand miles from Calcutta. atid many of the soldiers 
began to despair of ever more seeing the presidency. 
from this feeling, seven of them entered into a conspiracy 
to murder a black man, under the impression that only 
one of thf'm would be hanged for the crime, and that in 
the meantime they would all have a pleasant trip to 
Calcutta , accordingly. a musket was loaded, and lots 
were drawn, and they proceeded together a little way 
from the cantonment in search of their victim, who was 
ploughing his field, when he recelved a bullet through 
his heart, fram the hand'that had been anned for IllS 

protection. Five of the seven were executed In Calcutta 
for the murder , and It IS probable, that If s crImlDSJ 

court, having lUrlSdichon over ~uropeans, had been near 
the spot. where It was comm;tted, SIX lives would have 
been saved to the community, and an enormity prevented 
which must necessarlly, have produC'.ed dtSlI,1lst and horror 
among the native population of the place." (~lfteen Years 
in IndIa, PI>. 99 and 100). 

But the authoritIes did not do much to remove 
the grievances of the natives. All that they did, 
was contamed ln the seotion 105 of the Charter 
Act of 1813. This section empowered magistrates 
in the provinces to have jurisdictIon in cas& of 
assault and trespass commItted by f~ritish subjects 
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on natives of India. As said before, this did not 
go far enough to deter British subjects frolD. QP­
p~ssing natives. 

May it not be that it was the policy of the 
nabves of England to allow a free influx of their 
countrymen into India so that they might insult, 
assault and oppress its inhabitants in order to 
provoke hostilities? The natives of Great Britain 
wanted to colOnIze India. But the East India 
Company stoud in their way. It was not the in­
terest of the Company to encourage the coloniza­
bon of India. by their countrymen. They propaga­
ted certain myths as to the unsuitability of India 
for purposes of colOnIZatIOn. India moreover was 
a populous country and Its inhabitants an indus­
mons people. Before the Select Committee of the 
House of Commons in hIS examination as a witness, 
SIr Thomas Munro wai asked :-

"Do you thmk it posslble that any comridera.j)le por­
tion of Europp.,ans can mamtaln themselves w India. so 
as to coloruze tl&t country?" 

In reply he saId.--
"The Europeans at present. by law, cannot become 

proprietors of land in India. they cannot be manufac­
turers, on aoco,wt of the superior skill and economy of 
the natives; they are therefore excluded from almost 
every other means of subsisting themselves. except by 
t:ratJ&i: and I therefore conceive that their numbers never 
oould augment BJ> greatly as to make them what might 
be called a colony," 
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Oolonization means displacement. UlIless the 
heath~ natives were displaced, there could be no 
room for Chnstian Europeans to colonize India.. 
This permission of the free influx of the Europeans 
was the introducti<ln of the thin end of the 
wedge into Indian polities to accomplish their 
desired end. There was sure to be friction between 
Europeans and Indians. Of course, justice was 
V(:U'y seldom to be meted out to the latter. Their 
rising against the Europeans in order to defend 
themselves from the ill-treatment of the latter 
would be the justification for Englishmen to crush 
them. This is not quite hypothetical. This was 
the tactics adopted by the white Christians in 
their dealings with the non-Christians all over 
the World. Scheming and designing as the 
English people are, there is no wonder If they 
looked upon the free influx of their compatri* 
as a m~ns that would lead to the colonization 
of India. Surely, that would produce the desired 
effect of the displacement of Datif'es and thus 
facilitate ooloDlzation. 

We may look at this question of the free intlux 
of Europeans into India from any point of view 
we like, but we cannot help coming to the con­
clUSIOn that it was meant for the benefit ot the 
natives of England, and was ~inly not oalculated 
to promote the happiness and oomfort of the ped'p!e 
of India. ( 



In the Jetter from Hessrs. Jolm Bebb anel 
James Pattison, on behalf of the East India Com­
pany, to the Right Hon. George Canning, dated 
27th February, 1818, it is stated that the llinute~ 
of Evidence taken bewre the Committees of the 
two Houses of Parliament, preparatory to the 
renewal of the Company's Chatter in 1813, clearly 
establish the following propositions:-

"That the natIves of India, thOlli'll. generally speak. 
ing, weak in body and timid in spirit, are very susoepti .. 
ble of resentment. and of peculiarly quick 8eIlSibility ill 
all that regards the)r religion and women . 

.. That Eurapeans, particularly on their first arrival 
in :mdia. are occasionally liable, from ignorance, tx> give 
involuntarv olf&ioo to the natives. 

"That Englishmen. especially those of the lower order, 
are addicU!d to excesses dIsgusting tx> the natives, and 
which frequently lead to acts I()f violence and outrap; 
and that, m general, they are prone to domineer over 
and oppress the nativeR from a sense of JhEllr' own 
personal and. natiollal. BUperiOrity. 

"That the ptives, if they have not the ready m .. 
of obtammg legal redress for the injuries which thIlY 
sustain, will be disJlO88d to take the law into their QWD 

hands . ..r 
"That the natives, when aggrieved. will often be 

deten'ed from seeking legal. redress by the distance of the 
courts, the expenses attendant U])OD prosecntiona, the 
dl.ftlculty of procuring the attendance of witneas, ad the 
dews of judgment. 

·'That when ~I redress ill sought for injuries ~cte4 
the atllnity of the country, language, manners and dreN 
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~ the Judge with those of the person apinst whom the 
complaint is lodged. and poss.ibly the social intercourse 
subsisting between them. will somewhat shake the confi­
dence of the prosecutor in the Justice of the sentence. 
when it does not exactly accord with hlS wishes and 
expectations. 

"That the frequent PUDlshment of Europeans. although 
it 1ll8Y give to the adrrunistration of Justice an air of 
impartiality, will tend to degrade their character In the 
eyes of the natives. and greatly dimintsh the respect in 
which it has been h1therlo held. 

"That among the BntIsh residents In India there IS a 
strong disPosition to assert what they conOOive to be 
their constitutional and indefeasible right!;, a geueral 
leaning towards eaoh other, and a common jealousy of 
the authority of Government 

"That an unrec;trained ingress of Enghshmen into the 
interior of the uountry would be produ(,'t!ve of the most 
baneful effects upOn the comfort of the mhahitants and 
the peace of society, and would be fatally Injurious to 
the British name and mtereets.; • 

"That tlIe nu'mber of Europeans who gam admission 
into the intenor. whether clandestmely or from misplaced 
indulgence on the part of the local o-ov«nments. Wlll 
always be proportIoned to the number who are permitted. 
to proceed from England or elsewhere to lndm. 

"That DotWltlultandmg the stipulation which has been 
introduced into most of the treaties subsisting between 
the Company and the pnncipai native po,vers in India. 
by which the latter have agreed not to engage Euro1>eans 
in their semce without the consent of the Company's 
Government. it IS very probable that inferior chIef tams 
and jaghirdars, and even princes of m6re l*Ote. may 
employ such persOllS WIthout its coming to the knowledge 



THE :ran L"flI'LUX OF KNG),ISlIJ[EN L~O INDY-'. 59 

'Of the Company's residents. and very pOSSible that 
Europeans may make their way into the native States in 
spite of all the restraints which can be devised. And 
lastly. 

"That colonization. and even a larll6 indisoriminate 
re90rt of British settlers to India. would by gradually 
lessening the deference and respect in which Eluropea.ns 
are held, tend to shake the opinion entertaIned by the 
native'! of the superiority of our character, and might 
excite them to an effort for the subversion and utter i 
extinctIOn of our pDwer." 



CHAPTER Ill. 

THE SETTLEAIEliT OF EUROPEANS 
IN INDIA. 

"Give them an mob anli they will ask for aD 

en," is a well known saying of the natives of 
England. They have always tried to act upon it. 
Ever after the renewal of the Charter of the East 
India Company, in 1813, iu whICh the natives of 
England were granted, the concession under cer­
tain conditions to freely come out to IndIa, they 
commenced agitating to be further granted the 
privilege of colonizmg India. Although it was 
mentioned by all the witnesses. exammed in IB13 
before the. Con.mlttees o~ both the Houses of Par­
liament, that the free resort of the BritIsh to India 
would cause oppression nnd unhappiness to the 
Inwans, yet, In order "to promote the "happiness" 
of those dusky people, the Bnhsh were granted, 
to a certain measure, the concession which they 
had been clamouring for. But the CODceSSlOD was 
not deemed sufficient for Ulem. So they commenc­
ed 8gItabng for the colonization of .Indla. And 
unhappily 'for India, some of the highest Anglto­
Indian authorities of those days, lent' thei? support 
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to this agitatio'h. Thus Sir Charles T. Metoalfe in 
Minute, dated 19th Feb., 1829, wrote:-

"Concurring cordially in the proposition for extendin&' 
to Europeans, engaged in the cultivation of indiao. and 
in other speculations, the prtvileges already anmted to 
coffee planters. 1 beg leave to submIt my reasons for 
advocatmg that proceeding; ss 1 am not quite satisfied 
with those stated in the .Resolution of Government." 

"I have long lamented that our countrymen in India 
are excluded from the possession of land, and other or­
dinary nghts of peaceable subJects. 

"I beheve that the eXIstence of these restrictions im­
ped('8 the prospenty of our Indian Empire, and of 
course, that theIr removal would tend to promote it. 

"I am also of opllllon that theIr abOlition IS necessary 
for that progressive mcresse of revenue, without wluoh 
our lDcome cannot keep pace with the contInually increu­
in.g expense of our estabhshments. 

"1 am further conVInced that our poISelI,'nQn of IndMJ 
must always be precart.&'U8, unless W6 tak" rool by having 
an Iniluent'1lJl porbon of the population fUlac¥d to our 
Government by common tnter/J8ts and sympathw. 

"Every m~ure. therefore, which is calculated to faci­
litate the settlement of our countrymen in India, and to 
remove the obstructions by which it is impeded, must, 
I conceive, ('onduce to the stabIlity of our rule, and to 
the welfare of the people subject to our dominion. 

'"The procerdmg now adopted being a step forward in 
'What appears to me to be ~he right course, has my hearty 
ooncurrence.', 

Lord William Bentink was also of the same opi~ 
nion as .xprAssed In his Minute, dated SOth May. 
1829 
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"The sentiments expressed by Six Charles Metcalfe­
have my entIre concurrence; '. when he adopted the 
recent Resolution to pernut the occupanoy of Lmd by 
Europeans, it was by no means my intention to rest upon 
that measure as a final one, still less that the grounds 
assigned for lts adoption should be regarded as embrac­
ing the general question of the pohcy to be observed. in 
respect to Britlsh settlers. Believing the diffusion of 
European knuwlAdge and morals among tho people of 
IndIa to be essential to theix well being and convinced 
that the development of the natural resources of the 
country depends mainly on the introduction of European 
capItal and skill, it has always been my wish and inten­
tion that tho above questIOn should be fully considered 
and discussed, and that the result of our inquiries and 
deliberations should be submitted at an early penod to 
the authorIties at home. But the resolution referred to 
did not seem to require that we should enter upon so· 
wide a field; our lIomedIate purpose was merely to en­
large the operation of certain rules already partially in 
force, and the effect of our determlllatlOn Will only he to 
permit t11&4; wliich is now done covertly, to be done 
openly. '" '" 

"We need not, 1 imagme. use any labotfl.ed argument 
to prove that it would be infinitely advantageous for 
India to borrow largt'ly in arts and knowledge from Engl­
and. '" '" Nor will it, I conceive, be doubted that the dIffu­
sion of usefullmowledge. and Its applIcation to the arts 
and business of life, must be comparatively tardy. unless 
we add to precept the example of Europeans. mmgliDg 
famIliarly WIth the natives In the course of their profes­
Slon. and practically demonstrating by daily recun1ng 
evid~ce the nature and the value of the' prinfliples we 
desire to inculcate. and of the plans we seek tu have 
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adopted. It seemt to be almost equally Plain. that indep­
endently of theIr mfiuencllli' MIa native community in tbia 
way, various and important~tional advantai'es will re­
sult from there being a 'considerable body of our country­
men, and their descendants, settJed in the country, To 
questlOn it is to deny the Buperionty WhlOh has pined US 

the doIlWllon of India: it IS to doubt whether national 
character has any effect on n&t1onal wealth. st".rength and 
good Government: It is to shut our eyes to ~ the perila 
and dIfficulties of our situatIOn: it is to hold as nothing 
commuruty of language, sentiment and interest, betwetm 
the Government and the governed: It is to duiregard the 
eVidence afforded Uy every cornel' of the 'flohe in which 
the British flag is hoisted" 1t 18 to tell our merchants and 
our manufacturers that the habits of a people go for no­
thmg m creating a market, and that enterprise. skill and 
capital, and the Credit which creates caPital, are of no 
ava1l in the production of commodities. 

H •• '" '" is there anywhere th~ prospect of our obtain­
ing, ill a Beason of eXlllency, that co-operation which a 
commuruty, not avowedl¥ hosble, ought to alford to its 
rulers? Is it not rather true that we are the objects of 
dislike to the bulk of those cl,)BSes who possess'the mflu­
enoe, courage and VIgour of character wluch would enable 
them to aid us?- Do our mstJ.tutiODS contain the seeds of 
self-improvement? Has it not rather been found that our 
dJ1liculties Increase With length 01 J)08Se8Sion j''' 

• • • '" '" 
"The answers to those questions must, I apprehend. be 

such as to imply that the present conditIon of things is 
far from being that with which we could Justifiably sit 
do~ contented. They must equally, I am satistied, if 
rendered in. full ~incerity and truth, evince" that the re­
'luired imJ>rovement can only be sought through the more 
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extensive setttament of Earopetm Britilh subjects. and 
their free admi&.ion to the J)088e8sion of landed. property." , 

It was from political considerations that Met. 
calfe and Bentinek favored the settlement of Euro­
peans in India. This is evident from their Minutes. 
But it would not have served their pnrpose to have 
given out their real reasons for permitting Euro­
peans to settle in India. So they had to use the 
mask of philanthropy to cover their ulterior designs. 
It was said that the natives of India would be be­
nefited by the settlement of Europeans and that 
capital would flow into India to fertilise it. Rut 
these advantages were myths pure and simple. Mr. 
David Hill, on being examined before the Parlia­
mentary Commlttee on 30th March 1832, was ask-
00;-

"S()7. You are aware that the idea is entertamed by 
many persons, that the mtroductian of European settlers 
into Indi& is not only practicable but would be advanta­
geous; are you able to state to the Comnuttee any gener­
al ideas upon that BubJect?" 

In reply, Mr. Hill said:-

"The advantages to arise from the settlement of Euro­
])e&IlS m India have been wonderfully exaggerated.: I esti­
mate them very low indeed. The process usOO. to go by 
the name of Colonization: now. I believe. the principle 
recommendations of the scheme are oonBidered to be the 
transfer of Bntish caPItal. and skill and enterprise. tv- the 
pu.rposes of draWIDg' forth the resOUl'()(!8 of IndIa. I ha'fe 
no conceptlOn that any British capital would ever find its 
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""tt8y to India: It nryer dId when the temptation 
was much grrator than It C'Ul now be expected to 
be, and the distance of our t'mpire, till> unoertain 
tenure by whteh we Iioid It, the alarms continually 
~pringi.ng up as to events endangrrmg its !1tabilrty, will 
-effectually prevent British l'a)lltahsts from tl'Msferring 
:helr fundi! to Indm In th,~t ease, there l'OUl!l.lIl only 
the sklU and enterprIse of En/lllshmrn Aoc,ording to 
my COnceTJt;un, they will be "ery far behmd the natives 
In most department:;; to Whl( h skIll ('un hI' Il}ll)lied. 

'rhere are physJ('di. difficultIes In the way of their 
undl.'l'lakmg manual lahour, whKh must ex dude them 
from bemg agrwultllfl~ts or meehames m India: for I 
ImUl,?JUP that a farmer who nevrr hdd the I)lough In his 
hand, and who Wo:I.B tranhferred to a ('olmtry where the 
clImate, and the system ot agJ'lculturo and the products 
of tltll earth Me 0:1.1\. dlt1L!n~nt from what he has been ae­
cllstomed to, eould nevflr eope. In Ihllnt of skIll, WIth the 
lldtlves ot th') country 1 Jlnagme thdt the ryo"~ of Imba 
.are much better hUAbandmen thnn European bottlers 
would be So It would be>as to mechamcs also There 
1(,lDalUl'> only Ihe obJtld at stlmulatmg IUld ullf'[·twg the 
pxertlUDs of ~hp na.tIVes them'\elve.~. an object which 
io:l.l1s vpry far shori; of the bdDgullle eXll6ctationR of the 
ad vocat,,;, of the sYRII'm of frt'e I esort of European 
settlere; to Indm, and un obJeet wludl, under the present 
sy&tem. :,c~ms to me to he attAmed to II.!! full p,xtent, or 
under the pr&>cnt system admlts of belDg campA to any 
lurther extent wIll( h 1ll0:l.Y be del~med necessary. Then 
there will aTlse obJPc;oons to the syst('m uonnecleu WIth 
the lJad churacters whICh would go' If none lIut good 
cllarac;&e~s went, they would be domg harm to themselves, 
but would not do :my harm to IndIa, A man of good 
conduct and capacIty could not Injure India: but my 

5 
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impression IS, that as it would be a bad speculdoon to 
the settlers, many would forfeit the good character they 
took out wlth them, and many others would find their 
way to IndIa who were bad subjects, dIfficult to govern 
and not capable of conferrmg any benefits on the country 
they VlSited." 

The further questions on the subject and the 
answers WhICh Mr. Da~id HIll gave to them are 
reproduced below -

"369. At what perlOd was there more facillty or 
temptabon for exportmg Bnti'>h capital into the 
provinces of IndIa than at thIs moment ?-When the 
rate of profit was much hIgher than It now IS, or is 
hkely ever to be agam, when WIth the greatest ease 20 
ver cent. might be made III the money market of IndIa, 
where five or SIX now IS a faIr rem un Ilraoon. 

"370. DId not the system of the Company, bv llnped­
ing Europeans from setiling in Inwa. OPPOl>e obstructlOns 
to the mtroductlOn of European capital mto that country ? 
- Probably the obstrucbons to the resort of Europeans 
may, m some measure, have tended to prevent BrItish 
caPItal from bemg transferred there, but I should thmk, if 
the mducements had been sufficlBnt, there were no obs­
tructions that would have heen effectual. 

"371. Are there now Europ<:l8Ds in the preSidenCies 
whe. If greater faeihtJes were allowed. would engage in 
agricultural or manufactunng speculaoons lD the mteri­
or of the country?-I am not a,,,,'"aJ'e that there are or 
that there IS useful s(,,ope for a greater number. I thInk 
they would supplant better men in the persons of naoves 
who are now employed in those purswts. 

"372. In point of fact, are there not many Europe&D8 
at the presidencies who are calling out for greater 
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faciliues ?-There are a great many more Europeans in 
buila now than can 1md usetul em.ployment. 

"373. Al'e they not cut oft' from a gl'eat val.1cty of the 
employments of the country? I thmk not: they are 
prevented from a.cqwnng re.u lauded propeJty ... '" .. '" 

"376. When you say ~hat w some eustlS Europei/0D8. 
If allowed to go mto tho UlterIOr, Ullght supplaut the 
D&UVetl, how do you reconcUtl tLat ~tatemunt wuh your 
fanner oplDlOn, that the natives gen(,fliU~· will 00 found 
to cope successfully WIth the EurOptlaIlB m reg.u'd to 
the prooule ot the llltenor '~-::;till I CODceIve that 
through the patronage of theIl' countrymen, CODDecbon 
by blood, or by fuendsIlI», or l'ecommondatlon, they 
would be preferred to situatlons that Illlght be more 
fitly occupied by natives ... '" There aro lugher situatIOns 
whIch are at pretlent filled by natives tnat uug-ht be 
transferred to Europeans, through 'favour shown to 
them by theIr countrymen. 

"377. WKERE DOES THE CAPITAL lI:IoI.PLOYED BY '1'lDi: 

IlWlGO PLANTElIS OOKE F}UlM ,-IT 18 A,(X,.'UKULATELI IN brou. 
EXCLU8IVELY." 

BesIdes Mr, David Ihll. several other witnesses 
stated also th~ no capItal would be brought out 
from England to IndllL Thus Mr. W. B. Bayley. 

~ bIS eXamInatlOn before the Paritamentary 
CommIttee on the 16th .April 183~, In IIollswer to 
questIOn No. 91IJ, Sald:-

"My opinIon that no capital will be brought from 
Dllllfnd mto llldla al"lSeB from lIttle or none bavma 
been brought lutherto. even at penods when mterest 
lias been at a much mgher rate than It now 18." 
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Then he was lU>ked '-
"920. Do you think more caPital would not go to 

India if tho restm,tlOll on Europeans resortIng to IndJa 
was altogether taken away ?-I do not thmk that capItal 
would he Rent from England, but I thmk that c.apttal 
whloh would be otherwise remitted to England would 
prohably remam ill India." 

"921 Do YOll not thtnk that Europeans without 
r..spltal, persons of broken fortunes and character, might 
be knllpted to go out a'! adventurers '(-That IS a mischief 
to be apprehended. * * 

Then m answer to a furthf\T question he 

&aiu -
"EllIopeans mlA'itt be gUilty of VIOlent, mou]llng and 

ofi'onsive conduct, which though not perhaps pllmshable 
by law, might be' extremely irntahng and rustressing 
to thr nabves." 

Captam T, MaDlln also in blS exammation on 
22nd March, 1 R32, was aske~ :-

"14350< Would Europeans be likely to invest their 
capItal In work'! of that Rort ?-1 thlUk there IS much 
error upon the suhJect of European capY''ao1 In Indta. 

"14.'36. Under the eXll~tlllg law that restrICts Inter­
course with India. 1'1 It probable, III your OpInIOn, that 
any companies would be fOllnd to undertake such 
works ?-l think Europmns who have acqmred oorntal 
~n Jndw. might undertake such [pubhrJ works, with 

proper encouragemenl ; but I scarcely can antll'lpat.e so 
much enterprise and risk as to take caPItal from 
England to invest ID 8uch Bpt>culations, in /rutk, 
()Ilp,tal fS, I belU!7!f!, uever taken out of England i<J l~ • 
tt t,~ madll thRre a'f/d rem~tted hunu" 



It WaR a myth then that European settlers 
would bring any capital from England to Indla. 
Mr Rickards truly saId In hIS Evjdence before 
the Commons' Committee on East India affairs 
in 1830, that .-

~ Any Improvement whIch may have arIsen in conse­
qu('nce of the mtrodllction of BritIRh capital and 
enterprize mto IndIa, IR nothw/r m comJ1anSOll with 
what would be the case It the natJves were r,ufllclently 
encouraged. and proper attentIon 'paId to their cultIvatIOn 
and Improvement India requiMF! caPital to bnng forth 
hf'r resour('cOl , but the be~1 and /ittr,\t capUaZ (or thts 
purpose would be one of natwe growth. and such a 
capital would be ereated If our institutIuns did not 
ohstnwt It .,* 

He also said '-

• In ma.ny branches of art also, their skill IA unrivall­
ed . seveml of theIr fabnu" such as mU1:!hns, shawls, 
embrOIdered sliks. amI I'!<,..(·es of workmanshIp in Ifold, 
Bllver and Ivory, have never yet been equalled lily Bnttsh 
artlt,ts. In many other al ts connected WIth the eomforls 
and COnVI'DlenCC!la of hfe, the natives of India have in 
some made great lJrogress, and In otheIs attained 
perfectIOn, WIthout bemg III the smallest degree indebted 
to European patterns or examples .. * ., .. 

• The natIves are much gwen to - commercial and 
iDdustnous purSUits, and exceedingly well qualified.to 
sucoeed 10 them. They are BUfiiclCntly oommeI'C1&l. to 

• i . 308, Vol 1. (PublIc) AppendIx to Report from 
Select Commlttee-on the affalrs of the E. L Col'" Pub­
lished by order. of the House of CommoDs, 1832. 
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answer the hIghest expectatIOns that CaD. be formed. or 
desired, In respect to tr3de between the two countries 
but our local institutions must be greatly altered. before 
they can become wealthy or prosperous. If the conrutJoD 
of the natives, their ha.blts, wants, rights. and interests 
were properly attended to, all the rest would follow."'" 

Regarding the natrve capital, Mr. Forbes also 
Bald :-

, The native capital iR ('.()nsiderable, though It has not 
been increasmg of late years, owmg to ovprtaxatlOD. The 
natives want encouragement to apply It."t 

.Accordmg to GeneTal LJOnel Smith' -
.. The native merehants are not so prOflperoUB as they 

were, th(JY WERE very rwh "§ 

The Government of India of that period did all 
it could to prevent the natives of the country from 
accumulating capitaL The land was the prmcipal 
source of revenue to the (iovernment Ilnd so It 
was very heanly a'>sessed This IS borne out by 
the evidence of the witnesses exammed before 
the Commons' CommIttee on EaSt Indta AffaITS, 
in 1830. Thus At RlCkards saId '-

"WIthout a SUitable reform of the system of taxation, 
and 8 hettE'r admmistration of Justice, the progress of 
prospenty among tlle natives cannot be great. Where 
the revenue is collected, as it IS in India, on the prin-

• Loc. CIt. p. 308. 
t Loc CIt. p. 306. 
§ Loc. cit. p. 308. 
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'Ciple of the government bein~ entitled to one-half of 
the gross produce of the soil, and vast numbers of 
officers are employed in the realIzation of it, It IS a 
moral impossibliity for any people whatever to bve or 
prosper SO as to admit of a very extensive commercial 
intercourse." 

According to Mr. Mill. 
"Generally In India more than enough has been 

collected by the Government from the culbvators;· ." 

Mr Bracken said:-
"The large proportion of the gJ'ORS produce, which 

the government take from the land, mterferes with the 
rate at which the cultIvators of the soil can borrow 
money." 

Mr Gordon said'-

"The natives of the Coromandel Coast would not be 
benefited by free trade and settlement, if the iJame 
J'('venne ~vstem were enfor('.ed In taking the land tax, 
a..'l little as possible IS ~eft for the subsistence of the 
people. It IS imposslhle to look for Impro~eme»t in any 
way. unless there HI a moderate assessment of the 
land." 

Mr. Chaplin said -

"Almost the only thing to be done to Improve the 
character and oondition of the inferior classes. is to 
lower the B88essment, aud fix It for a long vellod., By 
taking a moderate rent, we Rhall contnbute more to 
the prosperity of the people, and to the suppression of 
criIl¥l, than by the most perfect code of regula.uons ;-" 

• 
• Loc. CIt. II- 306. 



72 TqE COL01nZATlO:' OF INDIA BY EUROPl<:A .... 'IlS 

Had the suggestlOns of the above mentioned 
witnesses been acted upon there would hav& 
been no need of the so-called mtroducbon of 
foreIgn capItal into IndIa. Permanent Settlement 
had been granted to Bengal and SO, accordmg to 
Mr. lIrlll, 

"In Bengal there has been a coDslderable IDclease 
of caPItal and extenslOD of culuvabon"* 

But to lDereage the prQ'llferity or hapPlOess 
of the natIves of India, was..~ not an object dear 
to the hf'art of the authollbcs TIleY wanted to 
increase the number of thOlr own kith and kill 
in India and so they made use of the pretext that 
the BUl'upean settleHl would bllng capItal mto 
thIS cuuntry. 

In the Mmute of Lord BentlDck, from "hlCh 
extracts have been gIven above, hIS 10rdbbJP 
eApressed blS belief that "tlie dJiIu!>lOll of Em opeau 
knowledge and morah; among the people of IndIa" 
was "essential to their well bemg" It was one of 
bu. reasons for farurmg the settlem~nt of Europeans 
in thi<; country. Rut what were the Jj;uropean morals 
which were held out before the natIves to 
imitate? It VIas to substitute the lUXUTlOUS and 
ArtIficial existence of the Westel'llers for the plalD 
and [llmp1e livmg of the Indians It was to 
make drunkards of sober and ab~temlOUs ASIatics . 

• 
.. Ibid. 
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Mr. Holt Mackenzie. In his eVidence before the 
Commons' Commlttee, on the 23rd February 
1832. saId -

. I beltere mtercourse with RUl'opeans leads to indul­
gence ill the use of wme and ~Plr1ts, which. though it 
may be lamonted on thE' I;C01'e of morals, must be 
beneficial to the revenu(, . Their servants arp generally 
better dothed, and the al tlCles of clotilmg Lemg subJoot 
to tdxatlOn, that "auld mel rase the 1 eVCll u('."..~ ....... 

"Judgmg from Calcutta. there h3S be<'n, I thmk a 
marked tend,'n,'y among the nalivl'~ to mdulge m 
English luxurlE''i: they have ",elJ-furmshed bouses, 
many wear watches, the~ al'O fond of caJ'rIag'OS, and are 
tindrn:;tood to drlllk wmCh " 

Y ('S, It glllddelH·d the hearts uf many a 
ChnstIan An~lo-IndInn, that the natives had taken 
to the dnnk:mg of WillI'S III hIS eVIdence before 
the Common..,' CommIttee, on the 24th ~larch 

1832, Mr. Brae-ken f.1lud thut 
• 

"LIquors," In Calcutta are now cons\.Ill1cd in large 
quantrtJ.e'l hy natives who can afford to purchaSe them/' 

In answer. to anotber queshon, the same 

witness s8.ld :-

"I heard from a na.tIve shopkeeper In Calc,'utta, who is 
one of the largest retail shopkeepers, that his cUt!tomers 
for wines, and brandy, and beer, were principally 
nattves. 

"1936. What should you say was the favorite wine 
among the nattves ?-ChampatgIle. 

'1937. Form~ly they did not consume any wiDe? 
-Very little. I beheve. 


