£
tice were condemned. India was saved from abominations disgrweful
to the English name, and the havids of Cornwallis, ‘Minto, Bentinck,

and Auckland, have swiyed an empire where Cheyt Sing was
despoiled and Nuncomar was executed.”

How far “the most absolute despotisin® has really and truly
““been qualificd and tempered by the genius of representative
government” during the last twenty years, will, of course, be
doubted by those who regard the Affghan war as a crime, the
acquisition of Scinde as a stupid injustice, the conquest of
the Punjaub as a doubiful policy, and the Burmese war as an
abomivation,—will he denied by those who have witnessed
a gradual deterioration in the condition of the people
of TIndia, who know the actual state of the administra-
tion of justice in Indin, and who have scen the gentry
disappear, and individual wealth diminish. The improved
tonc of morality in the English mind and character during
the last seventy years, rather than “the genius of represen-
tative goyernment,” which, exlhausted by the mighty cffurts
it made during FTastmgs” impeachment, has never leen
able since 1o rowse itself 1o contmued and systematic
attention to the aflairs of Tndin—this improved tone of
morality at home and the more complete organization of the
internal government of India itself have, no doubt, corrected
to some extent the larger faults of the Indian Government.
But even these influences and agencies have fuled to prevent
the Company’s Goverument perpetrating acts of wrong which
would not be endured here m England.

Sir Robert Peel’s large and dismterested vision long ago
saw that in this respect our Indian “ despotism™ required some
better correctives than the mere ““geidus of representative
government ;” he saw that it necded the substance of law
rather than the mere reflex of liberal institutions from home;
and that power so great ought, in its application to individuals,
to be made subject and respousible to the examination and
coutroul of independent judicial authority. So long ago as
1833, that great man (whose loss India will now,feel as
England has felt it), advocated the establishment of some
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tribunal to deeide in those personal guestions on whigh the
'Indian Government now does as it pleases, umt:o]bd by
Parliament,

In England there is, the law assures us, no Wrong
without a Remedy; in India, the following examples will
illustrate, there is a large class of Wrongs, for which there
is not even the pretence of Remedy. Here, in extréme
cases the subject can prosecute his claims on the Queen’s
Government by a Writ of Right. There the subject’sonly
hope are letters and remonstrances, sometimes unanswered,
almost universally unheeded. Hedress in India for this class
of Injustice is not, therefore, a right to which the subject is
entitled, but a favour to be reached by influence and solici-
tation. Thus the “despotisny of the Government and the
servility of the pcople are promoted; and the suitore tired
and worn out hy the fruitless prosecution of their cases in
India, turn to Eugland, where, believing Justice to be found,
they only evperience disappointment.  With these remarks,
the reader will he better able in 1853 to appreciate in the
following mstances the want of such a Tribunal as Sir Robert

Peel deemed necessary in 1833.

HOW THE COMPANY’S GOVERNMENT
USES NATIVE STIPENDIARIES.

Or all countries of ‘%cmthom Indm, the Carnatic is most
intimately connceted with the eerly progress of our dominion
and with the growth of our empite. The Company’s earliest
settlement, Fort St. David, was situated in this kingdom, and
its position below the Ghauts, on the coast of Coromandel,
brought us at once into connexion with its Mahomedan
rulers. There we were met by, there we resisted, and thence
we finally expelled French wnfluence. It was our snecess
in the Carnatic that cost Dupleix his fortune, and Lally
his "life. At its capital, Arcot, Clive won his youthfal
fame, and by Lawrence and him our adopted pretender
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to its throne, Mahomed Ali, was established as Naboh.
It was in the Carnatic, that Hyder Ali took such ter-
rible vengeance on its unhappy people for our faithless-
ness—a vengeance that roused to its highest pitch the
‘eloquence of Burke. It was in the Carnatic that our
influence, as our arms, competed with enemies then more
formidable to our power than even the French, Hyder and his
son Tippoo. Gradually we acquired the supremacy we
sought ; as usual, however, it brought embarrassments and
difficulties, other than political, on the Prince immeshed in
it. Of the dcbts and loans of the Nabobs of Arcot, there is
a parliamentary literature of theirown. For many years a very
costly commission and estabhishment were maintained at home
to enquire into them,and large retiring pensiousare still paid to
its surviving members and officers.  Of their legality, of their
classification, of their liquidation, a volume of Oriental romance
might be written. At last they were paid off, or their future
payment secured by Carnatic Bonds; but long before their
arrangement or discharge, the Carnatic had ceased to exist as
a State, either m an independent or a dependent form; its
Nabob had been removed from the capital, practically
deposed, and consigned to a convenient prison, still mis-named
the Pulace of Chepanl, situated under the guns of Tort St.
George.

Tt was from no great belicf in the goodness of his title, but
from a very deep sensc of the Company's reputed interests,
that British valour made Mahomed Ali Nabob of the Carnatic.
His clevation, however, realized its main design, the abate-
ment of French, and the extension of British influence
in Southern India. The Company guaranteed, of course,
the dominion they had secured to him. They provided
a military force for the defence of the Carnatic, and he
bound himself to pay its cost. The result of this relation
was the now familiar one; the Nabob undertook (by the
Treaty of 1787) to pay an amount larger than either his
revenue or his then acknowledged liabilities permitted him
to discharge with regularity; and his want of punctu-
ality was attributed to his misgovernment. The deeper and
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":]fn 1792 Lord Cornw:ﬂlm 1mpobed W new M‘?
nn the Nabob. “There were, however, & "sensg of 3uﬂt1¢a ‘and’ _
a gl(rw of generosity in Lord Cornwallis’s mind, rareljr found"
in vaernor& General. He insisted on having full attM'n’.ﬁ,
to use when' necessary, over the Carnatic; but he redudsd’
the tribute of the Nabob from 15 to 9 lacs of Star Pagodag¥’
and, he especmﬂy renounced all power over “ the Jaglnrcu'm'
fam]ly estates belonging to the Prince’s family, amountmg
to Star Pagodas 2,13,911, which, on condition of the gobd'
behaviour of their possessors, the Jagheerdars, and of their’

" fidelity to the Nabob and the Company, shall (he engaged) be
continned to them, subject to the pleasure of the ‘said’
Nabob only.” Thus, in extending the real power of the
Company over the Carnatic, that great and successful states-
man improved the pecuniary position of the Nabob, and -

" conciliated his Court. Three years af'tbrwalﬂs-——-l?ﬂa-—*
Mahomed Ali died, and was succeeded by his son, Omdut ul
Omrah.

Towards the close of the century, Lord Clive was the
titular Governor of Madras; Mr. Webbe, chicf Secretary of
the Government, was, however, the real Governor. Of the
latter, the Duke of Wellington pronounced an opinion that
he was one of the ablest men the Duke ever knew. Lord
Clive, & much inferior person, not uunaturally, was much
influecnced by Mr. Webhe, who to great abilitics added
what Lord Clive also wanted, large expcxic,nco of Tndia, and
the unscrupulous rapacity which then accompanied it. On
his way to Calcutta, Lord Wellesley, the nest Governor'
General; touched at Madras, There he discharged his mmd-
of the resolution he had taken, whilst at the- Cape of G-cmd_‘ A
Hope, to punish Tippoo for his really childish, ‘but, no
doubt, in mtentwn, dmgerou.s phliander:nn- with' the Freneh
ge\: ‘f}lfjlfil 'éis uf the Mauntlm, whom Lonl Weilesley Hated

: Qgﬂmm 100,0 guemau ste £40,000, A Star Pagods ia cight

—-Tﬁ%a coin}:u b&n Iipcﬂedad by ¢ fha ’Gotupnby b Ruped]
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with.so fierce & hatred ; thebe too he niquired-—at,  perlisps,
propagated—suspicions against Omdut ul Qmrah, “Tippoo
was quickly destroyed, and Mysore (a small part excepted),
partitioned. Then Lord Wellesley and Lord Clive turned
round upon thre Nabob of the Carnatic. They charged him
with sympathy for and secret intercourse with his co-reli-
gionist, Tippoo, with whom indeed Lord Cornwallis had advised
him to keep up a friendly corrcspondence; though aid or
assistance hehad none to give to that Prince. Establishing their
own charge by their own cvidence and their own commission,
Mr. Webbe being on it, they pronounced themselves released
from the obligations of Lord Cornwallis’s Treaty of 1792, and
they were about to treat Omdut ul Omrah as a public enemy,
when death terminated that unhappy Prince’s troubles; but not
their detefmination to annex the Carnatic. They denied that
his son, ATl Ilussein, inherited his throne; but they decided
that thongh a boy, not of age, he had succeeded to the position
of public enmity to British authority imputed to his father.
The bu%ppy lad, like the late Rajali of Sattarah, had the
spirit to Yefuse 2 nominal throne, and accept of a life of ease
and infamy, on the condition of signing a Treaty handing
over the Calnatic territorially, in vicarious hquidation of his
father's.alleécd offences against the Company. There was no
Benares 1000 miles off in those days, to rcecive and retain
the Company’s State prisoners. So he — the grandson
of Mahomed Ali, the Company’s own Nabob !—~with whom
on those terms of disgrace they were willing to treat as lawful
heir, was declared to be an impostor. An heir more phant,
as well as more legitimate, was next sought and found in
another grandson ; and with this lay figure of a Sovereign,
the Treaty of 1801 was made. By it, the Carnstie, its
territories, its revenues, and rights, were vested in the Com-
pany; ithe Nabob recciving as his share of the spoil, one-
fifth* of the net revenue of the State he surrendered up.

® It would appear, from the mode in which the Carnatic Finance Accounts
are now made out and delivered to that Prince, that the present Nabob does ‘not

receive the one-fifth of the net revenwes to which he is mﬁMmMﬂnMﬂd
1801.
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tive prestnéss is Yo be seon in ‘thebeggarly sud
ruinouspalace of Chepank, There lives the nominal Nabob,
still Tudicrously treated with salvos of artillery in his visitd
to the Governor of Madras, still received andefraternally ind
publiely Augged as an anointed Prince on State occasions’;
still held sacred and exempt from the jurisdiction of British
law ; but not suffered to stir an inch from the bounds pre-
scribed for his arings, without leave first asked and obtained
in writing from his jalers without occupation, without
employment, without hope, without olject in life, a miserable
pensioned puppet ; relieving tho tedium of hife by exhibitions
of dancmg girls and other such folhes, his palace, a prison,
girt by a tamble-down native town, where dwell in famine
and filth the erowd descended from that Court and those ser-
vauts of the State, whose career of activity, ambition, and
honourable occupation finally and equally closed in 1801
with that of their Sovereign.

Thesc men wcere the Jagheerdars for whom Lord Corn-
wallis so consaiderately and nobly provided m the Treaty of
1792. They held thewr Jaghwres, or great fiefs, in what was
called Altumgha Enaum, or as we would say in Fee Simple;
and so complete and mmdependent were their possession, that
by the Treaty of 1801, the value (star pagodas 2,13,421)
of thesc private estates had to be deducted from the gross
revenue of the Carnatic, in estimating the fifth of the net
revenue assigned to the Nabob. Thew existence, as private
property, was thus distinctly recognized. The Jaghires
themselves were, howeve;:, for reasons of public safety,
assumed by the Company. But by the ninth Article of
the Treaty, the Company charged itself with a suitable pro-
visiori for the families and the Courts of the two preceding
Nabobs, and undertook to distribute it in such manuner as
the Nabob, then acknowledged, should judge proper. No
sooner however was this Treaty signed, than the Company,
by an explanatory article which they alone signed, shuffled
out of the liability to the full extent of the annual value of
the Jaghires they had just acquired, by declaring fhat they

B 2
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were at liberty to cxercise a discretion »s to *the extent of
the provision to-be made for the support of the faniily and
the principal officers of the two Nabobs, Mahomed Ali and-
Omdut ul Omrah.”

This “ discretion,” they quickly did exercise. On the 29th
Sept. 1801, Lord Clive fixed by a Minute of Council the
amount of the pecuniary provision (which had to be provided
under the ninth article of the Treaty of 31st Jule 1801) at
rupces 6,98,173, or star pagodas 1,99,564. Thus was at once
acquired for the Company a profit of star pagodas 13,857 on
the Jaghires which, though granted in fee simple, the Com-
pany assumed : a proceeding, at which Lord Cornwallis’s noble
nature would have blushed.  Aud this sun of rupees 6,98,473,
{or about £70,000) had to be divided amongst men, who, in
addition to these hereditary Jaghires, had enjoyed all the high
offices of the Native Court which was cxtinguished, and to
whom all other similar channels of cuployment were now
closed. 1t had too to he divided amongst familics accustomed
to the comforts and luxurics of civilized life. It was not
thereforc a very magnificent fulfilment of the obligations
imposed by the Treaty. But at all events it was then deemed
a certainty and a permanence ; and in that there was some
comfort.

It has proved otherwise. The amount of these stipends
was duly paid to the persons entitled to them as Jong as they
lived; and, after their deaths, for some years their descend-
auts succceded to ghe stipends without guestion, and as a
matter of right. radually, however, the Madras Govern-
ment has gone on reducing them, until in 1851 their aggre-
gate annual amount only reached star pagodas 85,714, To
some persons and familics, their allowanees have becn
reduced one-third, to others one-half, in some cases by two-
thirds. Concurrently, the families dependent on the stipend
have gone on increasing.' Nearly all the stipendiaries are
consequently in debt and embarrassmoent ; some of the de-
scendants of the last Carnatic monarchs starving on one
rupec, or two shillings a-month; others cking life out by
netting and embroidering ; onc family, great-grandchildren
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of MaNemed Alj; reduced from the pesifioh’ of “stipenidiceien;
as wal their father, arc existing on chasity ; and the
whole of these unfortunate people are now in.the direst
apprehension that, on the deaths of the present recipients, mo
further allowances will be made to their familics. In short,
the whole colony dependent on Chepank, composed of Maho-
medan gentlemen of rank and condition, is at present living
in a dread of futurc starvation.

Now these familics either have, or have not, rights under
the Treaty of 1801. 'There is nothing in the language of
that Treaty which restricts the obligations of the ninth
Article to the heirs of those thien living, or their immediate
deseendants.  The Jaghires were hereditary, and held in fee-
simple; they were recogniseil by the Treaty of 1792; their
annual value, as there settled, is dedneted, under the Treaty
of 1801, from the gross revenues of the Carnatic, as an
amount the Company had no right to; and by cevery rule of
justice, the moner cquivalent assigned for the Jaghires by
the Company onght to be as lasting a tenure as the Jag.
hires themselves—that is perpetoal. Of the Treaty of 1801,
the Company has still the benelit ; so ought the Nabob to
have. It is in. full force. Why, then, arc not the meaner
parties alfeeted by it, as much entitled to its permanent
advantages as the greater powers who contracted it ? ’

1f, however, in the opinion of the Indian Government,
these persons have no permanent rights under the Treaty, it
is the refinement of cruelty not to announce to them their
actual position—uot to warn them against the approaching
termination of their allowances—not to define in the most
accurate manner the legal duration of their stipends. At
present, they are left in suspense ; hung betwcen heaven and
earth; the victims of a policy which is not avowed. And
why i8 it not avowed? DBecause it is too unjustifiable te
avow. Turn to what account of the transactions of 1801
that you will, there you will find all, equally those who
praise and those who condemn the acquisition of the Carnatie,
uniting to laud the litrerality which provided for the support
of the familios and courts of our own Nabobs. Yet, fifty
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“years have searcely passed away, aud some of the descendants
of those Princes are starving ; others are in want ; all it dread
and apprehension of the future.

Can any man say that this is a just or an honourable ful.
filment of the terms on which the Company became complete:
masters of the Carnatic? Will any onc contend that this is
creditable or honourable to the British Crown and People, for
whom the Company are Trusteos of India? But for this
wrong thierc is no remedy.

HOW THE COMPANY’S GOVERNMENT
DESPOILS DEPOSED NATIVE PRINCES.

In the destruction of the Native States in India, there is
less to be said against the overthrow of the Peishwa than
against any other. The authority of those Princes over the
principal members of the old Mahratta confederacy was an
usurped power; they held in captivity the family of Sevajee,
the founder of Mabratta greatness; they maintained their
anthority by superior intrigue rather than intelligence ; they
were mischievously disposed towards, rather than, like Scindia
and Holkar, openly hostile to British power; and they encou-
raged for their own purposes Pindarri robbery and free-
booting. DBaji Kow, the last of the Peishwas, too, wanted
even the ordinary courage of his family ; he was cowardly,
treacherous, cruel, and superstitious ; he had, too, been party
to an assassination of extraordinary atrocity in itself, and of
unpardonable insult to the British Government. So when Le
surrendered to the arms of Lord Hastings, nonc except his
Court and Sirdars regretted his full. By his destruction the
Company’s Government not only got rid of a dangerous
enemy, but added 50,000 square miles of territory in the very
heart of their dominions, and four millions of the bravest
people of India to their strength. Despite his public offences
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and his personal fuults, Bsji Row was; howevkr, nobly: trestad;
by Lord Hastings; he settled £100,000 a year on the exi:
Peishws, allowed him to choose his own residence, ta exercise:
jurisdiction over his followers and guards, and permitted him
to carry away camel loads of his treasures. So that for the.
thirty years he survived his loss of power, Baji Row had at
least all the wealth and splendour of a prince, and was able
to quiet his fears of the other world by the largeness of his
offerings to Hindoo shrines and holy places in this.

From his camp fled the heir of the rightful Mahratts
Princes, Pertaub Shean, the licad of all the Mahrattas. What
to do with lim beeamce at cnee a great question.  Lord Has-
tings left it to Mr. Mountstuart Elphinstonc to give him either
a large estate or a small prineipality. < At the time I had to
decide,” Mr. Ephinstone afterwards wrote to Lord Hastings,
« ghe Muhrattas showed 1o disposition whatever to quit the
Peishwa’s standard, and it appeared not improbable that the
dread of the completeextinetion of their national independence,
and, still morc, of the entire loss of their means of subsistence,
would induce them to adlicre to Baji Row, that could never -
bave been produced by affection to his person or interest in
his cause.” Thercfore, for British interests, did Mr. Elphin-
stone earve out the little state of Sattarah, and over it make
Pertaub Shean Rajah. Taught wisdom in his misfortunes, that
Prince in his prosperity governed Sattarah so admirably, that
to testify their scnse of his government and his fidelity, the
Court of Directors presented him with a sword of honour.
After an admirable reign of nearly twenty years he became
the victim of Brahminical intrigucs and of DBritish credulity ;
and on the ground of imputed intrigues which, if real,
would have been ridiculous and contemptible, it was resolved
in 1839 to unmake the Rajuh whom we had made in 1819,

" Beloved and honoured by his people, the Rajah could have
made a strong resistance; and as any disturbances in India,
at that particular juncture, when the Government had rushed
into the Affghan war, might have proved infectious, the
Resid ras directed by the Bombay Government to inform
the Rajah, “ that all property belonging to Mim, bona fide,
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private, and mot appertaiing to the State, -would, oni his
peaceable submission, not be interfered witli.” Thrice was
“this offer repeated to the Rajah and afterwards redsced to,
and confirmed in, writing. e accepted it; peacecably
submitted, surrendered all his property, public and private,
into the hands of the Resident, left for Benares with only
the jewels his two wives happencd to wear at the time,
regulating his suite, however, according to the large means
he had thus sceured. '
Pertaub Shean was not a penuiless Prince wlhen the
Company thus found aud used him for its own purposes.
Thongh holding them  eaptives, the Peishwa had always
respected the private landed estates of the House of Sevajee,
and these he possessed when raised to the Raj.  Following
Mr. Elphinstone’s good advice, he separated as a ruling
Prince his public from his private treasury, and thronghout
his reign kept cach quite distinet, and managed them by
different oflicers.  As in public, so in private aflairs, he was
prudent amd ceomomical ; like our own most gracious Sove-
reign, he invested his personal savings principally in the
purchase of land, bought lis Oshornes and his Balmorals,
and in the course of twenty years had added largely to
Lis territorial property; he had also considerable wealth in
jewels and other personalty, as well as a large sum in ready
money, the value of the wlole not being less than £300,000.
Relying on the promise that all this property would mnot
be interfered with, hie allowed not fewer thun 1,200 attached
friends and dependents to follow him into exile and confine-
ment at Benares.  But {rom the hour he left Sattarah to the
day of his death, not oue rupee was the Rajah permitted to
receive from this guaranteed sonrce. Every thing he left
behind—jaghires, villages, houscs, farms, gardens, jewels,
money, clothes, all—were confiscated.  In vain he demanded
their restoration ; in vain he quoted and appealed to the pro-
mise made to him,—in vain he prayed for justice. ~ His com-
plaints were unheeded ; his supplications were d aside.
Baji Row, the Rajal’s usurping minister, was s R nded in
his exile by the riches Lord Hastings had -permitted him
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and by the virulence with which he urges them
against me. It is true, that he has with a clumsy
solemnity, staked his public reputation, on the
purity of his motives ; but in doing so, he has
overlooked what others cannot fail to perceive:
namely, the deep personal interest he must have
in establishing the charges he has preferrved; for
if I be innocent, then Mr. Hume is guilty—guilty
of the serious offence of repeating accusations,
alike the most grave and the most trivial, against
his fellowman, upon evidence which has been twice
weighed by Parliament, and twice rejected.

1 am desirous, however, of avoiding Mr., Hume’s
acrimony of expression. I am not unwilling to
give him credit, for being ignorant of the real
motives which actuate him ; and I am inclined to
plead in lis favour, that pertinacity of will, which
is too often the misfortune, and not the fault, of
advanced age.

I propose referring in the notes to the sources
for procuring complete information, on the various
subjcets under discussion ; and in refutation of the
first charge of the massacre of innocent people, I
shall content myself with an array of the positive
testimonics, to establish the piratical character of

the Sarebas community, and the specific acts of
piracy committed by it.*

* Papers presented to the House of Commons relating to
Piracy ; Foreign Office, 5th Feb., April, 1l1th June, 15th
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1. Mahomed Kassim—Piracy thirty years ago.

2. Mr. Windsor Earl, 1830.

8. Monsieur Cornet de Groot, 1839 —Secretary-
General to the Netherland Colonial Minister.

4. Sir James Brooke, 1839, 1840.

5. Captain Keppel, 1843, 1844.

6. The Rajah Muda Hassim, 1843, 1844,

7. Mr. Church, 1843—Resident Councillor of
Singapore.

8. Tay Song Que—Commander of a Chinese
vessel.

9. Colonel Butterworth, 1844 — Governor of
Singapore.

10. Dawich Commanders of Prahus from the

11. Mahdout § N.W. coast of Borneo.

12. Admiral Sir Thomas Cochrane.

13. The Sultan of Borneo )Subsequently to the

14. The Pangeron Makota} action of 1849.

15. Mr. Louis Jackson—Civil Service of Ben-
gal, 1849.

August.—Notices Historiques sur les Pirateries, 1816 to 1845—
Presented to both Ilouses of Parlinment, July 1851—Additional
Papers respecting the operations against the Pirates, presented to
both Houses, 1851—Borneo Piracy: Further Correspondence,
presented to the House of Commons, 30th June, 1852—1In con-
tinuation of Papers presented 23rd March, 1852—Colonial
Office : No. 378, 6th June, 1851 —Admiralty : presented to the
House of Commons, 11th Feb. No. 53; 15th April, No. 239—
Vide Note signed D. B. Woolsey, 1851;,15th November; 16th
November, 1852 — Hansard's Reports, 10th July, 1851—Fdin-
burgh Review, July, 1852—* Visit to the Indian Archipelago,”
by Captain the Hon. Henry Keppel, R.N. Chap. 9 to 14.
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16. Mr. Urban Vigors, 1852.

17. Siup—captured after the action.

18. Abang Bit ! Sarebas Men,

19. Abang Buyong$

20. Asin—A Chinese formerly of Sambas.*

21. The decision of the Court of Admiralty in
Singapore.

To this list, I may add, that in 1850 I received
the approval of her Majesty’s Ministers, with in-
structions from Lord Palmerston, to repeat the
same measure when it should again become neces-
sary.f

I need scarcely tell Mr. Hume, that a fact cannot
be more than proved, and if this fact be not estab-
lished, there has not been, nor can there ever be,
an established fact in the world.

On the second charge, of the unnecessary sacri-
fice of life, I reply : .

That there is no testimony whatever in support
of it ; as Mr. Urban Vigors, who was formerly as.
serted to be an evidence in its favour, has now
stated as follows: “ No man (writes this gentle-
‘““man), can cntertain a greater horror of unmneces-
‘“ sary bloodshed than I do; and yet, I do not for

* The Parliamentary Papers will furnish more depositions than
are here noticed.

1 If the decision of a Court of Justice on a simple matter of
fact is not conclusive, where is the safety of the subject? where
the right of property to be insured ?

1 Parliamentary Papers: F. O. Moved for, but not yet pre-
sented to the House of Commons, 1853,
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justice, the momey cquivalent assigned for the Jaghires by
the Company Gught to be as lasting a tenure as the Jags
!siru"tbemselves-—that is perpetual.  Of the 'i‘reatrwbiﬂ}
the Company has still the benefit; so ‘ought the Nabob to
have. It is in. full force. Why, then, ammtﬂwm-
~ parties affected by it, as much entitled to its ‘
~advantages as the greater powers who contracted it Pl
" If, however, in the opinion of the Indian ,
ﬂwﬂe per!ons have no permanent rig'hts nndei' tlhe‘" I're

m"'pwﬁql-—notto wam them a.ga.mst tl:b 01
nination Mwﬂawwmm



; '“Wofﬂw Carnatie? Will any one contend that.his.is
;Mmhmbhtothemmmﬂm

"'?f' r

o How THE COMPANY’S GOVERNMENT

--\DEBPOILS DEPOSED NATIVE PRINCES
i :{
'_,,»In the destruction of the Native States in India, there is
less to be said against the overthrow of the Peishwa than
against any other. The authority of those Princes over the
principal members of the old Mahratta confederacy was an
usurped power; they held in captivity the family of Sevajee,
the founder of Mahratta greatness; they maintained their
anthority by superior intrigue rather than intelligence; they
" were mischievously disposed towards, rather than, like Scindia
- and Holkar, openly hostile to British power; and they encou-
raged for their own purposes Pindarri robbery and free-
booting. Baji Row, the last of the Peishwas, too, wanted
even the ordinary courage of his family ; he mepwa:@y
 treacherous, cruel, and superstitious ; hehad.tqo,beenm
- to an assassination of extraordinary atrocity in itself, and of




Tomill e ot i, aplemcon: d;'m
to quiet. feﬂmof the other world bythe

alarge estate or a sinall principality. _
-(1 de,” Mr. Ephinstone afterwards wrote to Lord H

Peiahwa s standard, and it appeared not maprobable thst : -
dreadofthe completeextinction of their national independence,
and, still more, of the entire loss of their means of mbnw
would induce them to adhere to Baji Row, that could never °
bave been produced by affection to his person or mmm
his cause.” Therefore, for British interests, did Mr. m
stone carve out the little state of Sattarah, and over it make
Pertaub Shean Rajah. Taught wisdom in his misfortunes, that
Prince in his prosperity governed Sattarah so admirably, M "
to testify their sense of his government and his m;
Court of Directors presented him with a mwdaﬁm
_A’ﬁar an a.dmm.ble rengn of nem'ly twenty years. he M

ﬂ'—‘@‘.m.ﬂw ground of imputed i
f"“’m' WMMMOM mdmrﬁ Sagi




Nme m&m:ﬁa&m Teft for mm%ﬁ
“he jewels his two wives happened to wear at the time,
" regulating his suite, however, acem'dmg to th“  means -
"he had thus secured. s
" Pertaub Shean was not a penniless Prince when the
fwc‘mpmr thus found and used him for its own purposes.
‘ﬁdﬁ&h holding them ' captives, the Peishwa ‘had always
. ' the private landed estates of the House of Sevajee,
vand these he possessed when raised to the Raj. Following
#/Mgr. Elphinstone’s good advice, he separated as a ruling
" Prince liis public from his private treasury, and’ thronghout
“'his reign kept cach quite distinct, and managed thdm'by-
“‘different officers. As in public, so in private affairs, he was
 prudent and economical ; like ‘our own most gracious Sove-
e reign, he invested his personal savings principally in the
" purchase of land, bonght lis Osbornes and his Balmorals,
“and in the course of twenty years had added lnrmly"‘to
“his territorial property; he had also considerable wealth in
* jewels and other personalty, as well as a large sum in ready
~ money, the value of the whole not being less than £300,000.
~ Relying on the promise that all this property would not
“be interfered with, he allowed not fewer than 1,200 attached
friends and dependents to follow him into exile and confine-
wa Bemme But from the hour he left Sattarah to the
- s death, nutonempeewasthenagahpiﬁim
 receive from this guaranteed source. ~ Every thing be left
kdhmﬁ-—iaghlres “villages, houscs, farms, gardens, jew
i Wﬂoﬂa« all—were confiscated. In vain he n




t for
L %&’(’fnmce, ‘the Prmce was obllget!’*w
“personal discomfort and deep humiliation.
.'ﬁmghm the remmmt of hid daye'tolbe

' dbqﬂymvolved leaving 'his wives, his :dnpﬂadf-_
o !miarbd followers in the greatest poverty. So
josition and the subsequent annexation of S
“Co pany’s Government gained a torritory,;
' public rewenue (less, however, than ‘the cost of 'ih 1C
' tration) ; but in violation of the most solemn p _
 Company confiscated £300,000 of this unhappy m
une. And when lately appealed to by nine Prop:
s‘*‘ﬁ:&h Stock, on behalf of the creditors and the
" “Pertaub Shean, all the answer those gentlemen—
“at their head—got from the Dircctors was, that “ the
“of Directors cannot consent to re-open a- qnestim
‘*'ﬂeﬁﬂe&” And for this WGy, also, there is no

--‘r'r‘
r!‘fn Pl s




Msﬂ-rﬂuw Mm have mmum
Wpﬂﬁ%m audnomnmﬁ’ﬁtn
: a&m:mnt w them was t.ha famﬂyo:f Meg
_consisted of two brothers, Pestonjee Merjee and Viccajee:
Merjee, trading under the designation of Pestonjee Viccajee.

- From small beginnings this firm rose to great importance ;.
~uatil the partners not only possessed the confidence, but were
* also employed by the Bombay Government. As far back as
Jﬂ?, they were entrusted by Mr. Mountstuart Elphinstone
ﬂ ‘the fiscal management of a great part of the Northern
~ Konkan, then just conquered from the Peishwa. During tﬁr.
war with that Prince, they advanced large sums for the pay-
ment of our troops, and in this connexion won praises from
all the British authorities. Throughout a great portion of
_our new acquisitions they constructed at their own expense .
bungalows for travellers; in Candeish they cleared a great
jungle ; in most of the new British towns they established
banking establishments ; but especially they devoted their.
attention to promote and increase the growth, cultivation and.
trade in cotton. In this enterprise, they opened up roads in.
 that portion of Berar which belongs to the Nizam, supplied
~ the peasantry with capital, furnished them with means of car-
riage, erected screws and presses; and with such effect, that
between the years 1825 and 1836, they increased the produe-
tion of Berar cotton from 120,000 lbs, worth £2,500, J:m
48,000,000 Ibs. of - the value of £600,000. The firm of
“tonjee Viceajee was, therefore, it will be seen, no urd;im'ry:
- commercial establishment ; it had achieved great
MMM ﬁl nftha(}ompmy’mﬁwm




Of-ﬁ‘mw greatly improved. Anmtmb@
Native Government got gradually into the debt o
Viceajee ; still down to 1838, the account was n
] pnrmuthfutureadmoes)largq]yweﬁrm}
against the Nizam being only £56,000. VR 14

~In that year the Affghan war—the origin ec!'-as
and woes—was declared ; and its enormous demand 2
Indian Treasuries pressed heavily on the pecuniary meansof
the Company. Under the Treaty of 1802, (mduﬂdm
the destruction of Tippoo Sultan) the Nizam was obliged to
keep up a contingent of 9,000 cavalry and 6,000 infantry for:
the use of the British Government. This force is,* substan~
tially, part of the British army, disciplined in the same
manner, commanded by British officers, paid ﬂmmm
British Resident. Of so little use is it to the Nizam, that
carry on the internal administration of his country, he is
obliged to maintain a great army of Rohillas, Arabs, Affghans,
and Sikhs of his own. Now in 1838, that MMM
ficient available funds to keep up the pay of the con
which takes me-ﬁfthoflnawholemenne,uw
any service to him; and the Company, with the Affg
to provide for, had, of course, no money to spare.
In this dilemma the firm of Pestonjee Viccajee
) ‘qnmtad, with the full knowledge andupwobm




m 1841 the firm, urged by their creditors, very properly
MM English bankers under the cmummm
Jong before have done, the Nizam’s Government to give them
a'tangible security for these and future advances. The request
ﬂm&ed with : a mortgage of part of the Berar révenues

‘to them ; it was delivered to the British Resident ;
e placed it on the records of the Residency, and gave Pes-
tonjee Viccajee an authenticated copy ; for, (to use his own
words), “ the satisfaction of their creditors.” = The Resident
was consequently a party to this mortgage ; he retained the
deed, avouched its sufficiency, and in effect, if not in- M,
" gnaranteed the transaction. g
. In 1845, though the debt had, by their excellent i mannga
‘ment of the mortgaged districts, been then reduced to some
£300,000, Pestonjee- Viceajee became desirous of drawing the
aceount to a close, and resolved to make no farther advances,
This determination gave great umbrage to the Nizam’s govern=
ment, which was thus thrown on its own resources to provide _
directly and regularly, for the Contingent’s pay. Neverthe-
‘less, applied to by the Nizam for a personal loan, they accom-
‘modated him. Scarcely, however, had they done so, when the
‘possession of the mortgaged districts was demanded from.
“them ; and, that being refused, their agents and people were
whym aixbm of them banghlle&m&m




ne Government, which had mﬁ
hich was the only power to enforce justice;
cend to listen to t'hen' sub;eets’ m

-
Inlﬁamhlsﬁl t.heagentsufthelhmbe
Englmdthe;nshoadmadthemmhdn. |
on Mr. Herries, then President of the Board of Cc
on the Chairman, the Deputy-Chairman, and 'oﬁiﬂ
Bast India Directors. At these interviews their. claim:
fully recognized, the utmost sympathy was expram&ﬁuw
painful situation, and the impression. produced was. that their
case would receive support. At last came the oﬁuﬁ:m
to their Memorial ; it simply stated that ¢ the instr
the Court would be communicated through the: @M
India”” The agents again privately appealed to the Home
‘authorities ; were assured that letters would be written m
by the President of the India Board and thé Chairman of the
Court of Directors to the Governor-General of India, in their
.favour, and that with the result they wou]ﬂ havem obe
satisfied. Wi
" Thus inspired with hope, they hastened to Cal e .

to receive this favourable answer.  Instead eﬁﬁ,
- Directors had instructed the Gwmqmmm
fere for the realization of any such claims 1 -
tnan, Imﬂ Dalhonsm was of "eourse. bound




&m.v !i.:-wud was not uttered: a.eym
Whmgfnﬂy MedM the mortgages of whi
were in lawful pomm. For six years they ap, ._
vain for assistance and help in the recovery of thely
knowledged claim from the Supreme Government. Thén,
extend their pursuit of justice to England. Here the
‘encouraged to expect it on a return to Caleutta. And there
they find, instead of the promised support, the stereotyped
refusal to enforce what is right, and remedy what is wrong.
- Mofives for the refusal to act, in 1845, it is needless toim-
'ﬁﬂn But this is clear, that so long as Pestonjee Viccajee
would supply funds to pay the Contingent, they were kept 'r;n
possession of the distriets : immediately they ceased their ad-
- vances, they were allowed to be ejected. And this is how the
Company’s Government treats native merchants. The House
of Pestonjee Viccajee was rich, almost “ beyond the bounds
of human avarice ;’—its aged partners are now about to be
turned out penniless on the streets of Bombay. Who is to
~ blame? Canany one doubt that it is the Company’s Govern-
ment ? Yet for the recovery of this debt, for the satisfaction
. of this wrong, the law has provided no remedy.

Hy
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umw THE COMPANY’S GOVERNMENT
. BEHAVES TO OLD ALLIES. b

CRlE : 3 'f'.d:'--f*l!

AT '---ff

~ Coora, mﬁyuppomwmdnotﬁrbmm
is; or rather was, a little Principality, perched on the range of
* mountains that look mwwm western
 coast of India. Towards 1 .




Wil 'Lgppw brought downonhl.mselfthejuutuger M
ible arms of Lord Cornwallis. 0 Sdes
f the Rajahs of Coorg, before they hadtlms M‘
m‘m:.l:yand persecution of Hyder Ally and Tlp]ndm
k?.own, except that they had, for centuries, ruled over abrave
mountainous people, whose attachment and fidelity W-M-,
sovereigns became conspicuous when those successful Mahome-
~dan usurpers of Mysore attacked their little State. It washow=
ever against desperate odds that the Rajah of Coorg resisted
assanlts, in which religious fanaticism against a Hindoo Prince,
joingd with a strong desire to possess a country so importantto
the safety and defence of Mysore, redoubled the animosity
against Coorg independence; and severewere the sufferings both
of the Rajah and his people in their gallant and determined
resistance. Their sovereign’s cruel imprisonment at Sering-
apatam did not abate the ardour of his subjects; the
mountaineers held out firmly and heroically, even when the
Rajah was in their oppressor’s hands ; and the commencement
of Lord Cornwalli war against Tippoo Mt&im«
still in possession of the greater part of his own country. He

Ll S

atoncemkednllthednngeru of 'l‘xppoe’smeaen, ‘and




: wmm@ pointed his_guns agai.ns&. S
~ patam,, that his obstinacy gave way. - Grateful
sarvices,  Lord Cornwallis. undertook never to inte
in, the, intemal affairs of Coorg, and commuted 5 \Tar
money payment, insisted on by the Bombay authori for an’
elephant which the Rajah was yearly to present to Erlgt

Andia Company. .

.+ Equally faithful to the English a.llmncc_, and equally useful
in the campaign, was the Rajah of Coorg in our seconﬂ.‘mfi
final _war with Tippoo; and it is mot too much to sa;y
- without his energetic co-operation, the Bom'bay army om;gd‘
2ot have reached Seringapatam in 1799, The Ra;af ::?
Coorg,” wrote Lord Wellesley, in 1799, “has secondeli m?;
~wiews and_ the exertions of the Company’s servants m:nl
oceasion, with a degree of spirit, energy, and ﬁdehty, ]
confirm the high character L had justly obtamed in tﬁe '
war,” He and his brother and successor were in Ife‘:..
ﬁm,md steadfast friends—when _their fne.ndxhp wgg; h

value; and with their throne the son of the latter Prince
. Mthesrfeehw and policy. . . e
emote ang Wﬂtaﬁf’mw %mm

e




neutowhmh Residents in Iﬁ&ia are but littl
The or@n of these disputes was the Wﬂ
Rajah’s sisters with a man of an inferior position.
death of this man’s first wife, to save the family f
posed umiliation of his contracting an inferior m
second sister was given him, and he was handsomely s
at the Rajal’s expence. Dissatisfied, however, with wm
of power, he committed a most barbarous murder, fled
towards Mysore; and on the frontiers cut down two of the
Coorg people who attempted to prevent his escape. In My-
sore, unfortunately, he was received and protected byﬂ!!m‘
tish authorities, and into their ears he instilled the vilest
calumnies against the Rajah. That Prince demanded the
extradition of the murderer; the demand, being refused, was
rep.ea;:ed more vehemently. Discussion with the Madras Go-
vernment- followed ; it proposed to send a Commissioner to
Coorg to arrange the dispute ; but the Commissioner appointed
never reached its capital, Macara. One of his native suite,
however, did ; and was instantly arrested by the Rajah, who
refused to surrender him unless his brother-in-law was first
given up. 'T'o this request the British Government would not
listen, and from it the Rajah would not recede. So in the
beginning of 1834 a Proclamation was issued deposing the
, and an army advanced into Coorg to carry out the
Proclamation. This was done, though not without some little
difficulty ; in April 1834 the Rajah surrendered; all his
treasures were seized, Coorg was annexed, and after some little
delay he and his family were sent state prisoners to Benares.
* At Benares the Rajah was at first placed upon a most in-
adequate allowance, but, on the representation of ‘Colonel
Carpenter, the British officer in charge of him, it m&n
Geaqnﬂhﬁmda-year theﬁmmegff' | '
- ' deposition, gained the -
o o mm

o
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Me rscordad 53( met -Colmui Cm’penter, Ageut to Fh'

Gpaenwr-Genera! qf Ilufm, era, 1st January, 1848.

hlido

“ Tha period for my departure from Benares and return to Furqpe
hnvmg arrived, I cannot part with his Highness the Rajah of COOrg,‘
without giving him a testimonial of the sentiments with w]nch he
has inspired me.

" Since the Rajah quitted his palace at Coorg, in April, 1834, he
has been under my charge, and I have infinite satisfaction in record-
ing the quiet, peaceable, and exemplary behaviour of His Highness
during the long period of nearly fourteen years that I have been a
constant observer of his conduct, and which has been several times
. favourably noticed in my various reports to the Supreme Govern-
ment, * ;
“1 am aware that sulbsequent to the Rajul’s deposal numerous:
charges of cruelty and oppression, whilst he reigned in Coorg, have
been brought against him ; but I am bound in justice to declare,
'thax during the whole time he hias been under my care, no evidence
of a cruel‘(hspamtlon has ever been exhibited; on the contrary, his
manners and habits are mild and gentle in the extreme, and he has
invariably won the regard and esteem of all parties with whom he
came in contact since he quitted Coorg. Unfortunately, previous to
that event, he had never seen more than half a dozen European offi-
‘cers in his life. The Rajah is a perfect specimen of an innate gen-
tleman, though naturally reserved and shy, so that it becomes
necessary to know him well to appreciate his many good and amiable
qualities : -he is particularly susceptible of attention and kindness. = =

“In conclusion, I earnestly recommend him and his family to
consideration, and heartily and sincerely bid him farewell, with my
best and warmest wishes that comfort and happiness may attend.
them in every situation, and under all circumstances. The Rajah's
numerous children are especial objects of care and anxiety to him,
owing to the extreme difficulty of providing for their future welfare,
mgemhrly the little girl he is in the habit of dressing in the
can style. Any kindness to her is peculiarly gratifyiog to the
_ m udheuvarydemouathulhe beednmd,uhdbm
g ii"ifbﬁp was an Empm ‘ amqéemhhié may wis}




Igtune the ngahhmselfnot y d
tianity, but resolved to bring n}i \lul favourite dang
—the child thus referred to by Colonel Carpenter—in.
faith and murture of England. With this view,
to prosecute claims about to be explained, he s
obtained permission from the Supreme Government o
to visit this country for twelve months ; and, aooompamaﬂ.
the young lady, and a proper suite, he arrived in London it
the beginning of 1852.  On his arrival here, he unexpectedly
found his chief design encouraged and promoted in the highest
quarters. The Queen graciously condescended to hecome
sponsor for the child ; assigned her guardianship and educa~
tion to a lady of rank and eminent fitness; and in due course
of time the little girl was separated from the Rajah, for the
purpose—to use his own language—of being “brought up
with English habits and notions.” Thus parted from his little
favourite, the Rajalh’s attachment for her seems to have in-
creased, and in dread of the approaching permanent separation,
- he requested an extension of his leave of absence from Be-
nares. This request the Court stiffly and curtly reﬁmed:‘i'ﬂ
The Rajah renewed his application with still greater warmth*
first, on the ground of his unwillingness to leave his c'_!u'ld,‘
‘ahout whose position he laboured under some degree of un~
certainty, and also for the purpose of a.rmngmg 1f*pombh,
his private affairs. ¢ VR
““My nataral feelings as a father,” he wrote to the ﬂmﬂmy'd
the Bast India Company, on the 17th January, 1858,
daughter, lately become & Christian, whom T must tesve b ¥

in England, when T return to Indis, induce me to wish to prolong '
my stay for a time, as the separation, when it takes place between
mn&ﬂhydﬁkf will be,in all homan M.mmm




F#P#—J#Imnem o b
near prospect of taking leave of her.
W My visit to Englnndwas determined upon in order to bring my
danxhter to be baptized, educated in the Christian faith, and brought
up ) with English habits and Edglish riotions ; and “was projected by
me solely with the view of gratifying this, the earnest desire of my
heart, without having any reason to hope for any distinguished
_pitronage for myself or child. The spontaneous act of condescen-
‘sion on the part of Her Most Gracious Majesty was necessarily
“unlooked for by me, and was of a character to call forth, as. it did,
“both my surprise and my gratitude. I do, therefore, earnestly desire
‘to'remain some time longer in the same country where my child is,
'mnd where I can still see her.”

In this tender appeal to theu' sympathies, the Cou.rt
however, could* “see no sufficient ground for any extension
of leive of absence,” and insisted that the afflicted father
“should “no longer delay to procure a passage to Iudia.”
"Becoming, however, more and more dissatisfied with the
‘conduct of those in whose charge his daughter was placed,
“the Rajah did not obey this order to return to Benares, and

“'the consequence is, that the Court of Directors have, at last,
‘resolved tostop payment of his allowance—or, in other words,
to starve both him here and his family at Benares, into

- compliance.

But for the Rajah’s wish to remain longer in England, t.here

“"is another and a more serious reason. The allowanee he now

“'receives from the Government of India may, we see, be stopped
or  diminished, whenever it pleases the Governor-General
or the Court of Directors. Now, before her Majesty would

~assume the responsibility of the young Prineess’ education,
it became, and very properiy, necessary to provide & fund to

“defray its cost, and’ for the young lady’s subsequent. main-

““tefiance in England. - The Rajah thereupon bound. himself

"{"by deed with trustees—Lord Hardinge and Sir J. W, Hogg

" —to pay £400 a year on her account. Before leaving her,

“heis; however, desirous of securing this annaity to his child

T S e Secretory o 1 e Rejal 810, 1858



he can: give the Queen tlm adaaimmf'! 1a
danghter’s independent support. But this he can only do
a settlement of his own pecuniary affairs ; m&i e :
some explanation to comprehend the full grayity o d* %’
“duct of the Conrt of Directors. oI
The uncle and father of the Prince now . m,Lonchp,(
both prudent and economical Sovereigns; and so well
they rule their mountainous principality, that they were ,g_.h]n
to invest not less, we believe, than nearly ten lacs of rupees
(or about £100,000) in the Company’s Funds, all of which
the Rajah inherited; receiving, through his Commercial
“Agents at Madras, the dividends thereon, regularly to the
“period when the disputes already referred to commenced.. |
" The pecuniary claims of the Rajah are two—one derived
from his father, the other from his unecle, the prior Rajah.
" 'His father, Rajah Ling Rajundur Wadeer; invested a large
sum of money in the Madras 5 per-cent loan, and on that
Prince’s death, the present Rajah inherited it, and received
the dividends down to 1831, when it was converted into the
Company’s 4 per cent paperin his own name. His uncle had
‘also invested a much larger sum in his only child, a daugh-
ter’s name; but, on it, the dividends were paid first to
‘his brother Rajah Ling, and then to his nephew the ex-
Rajah, who, by his cousin’s death unmarried, bemohe:hpu‘
also. The dividends on both these sums continued to be paid
to the ex-Rajah until the commencement of the disputes with
the British authorities. Then their payment was suspended ;
“and, after the unhappy Prince’s deposition, it was absolutely
refused. A prisoner and exile at Benares, dependent on the
hmy d‘ the Indum Gavum:t, the e:x-m m'




Before leaving Benares the B.gali, howemr, informed the
Governor-General that he would take active measures to
bring the subject before the Home authorities; but here they
refuse to listen to his case, and refer him back to India, where
they will not “ recognise” it. '

The Rajah has a large family and bemg, as Colonel Ca.rpen
ter states, a man of strong paternal affection, he desires to
‘leave them a competence. For meansto do so he has naturally
turned to his private property vested in the territorial
debt of India. There he stands as a public creditor; but
from a period commencing two years’ previous to his
deposition, and while he was a reigning Prince and their
Ally, down to this hour, the Indian Government have
repudiated payment of the dividends thereon; and though
for nineteen vears he has addressed reclamation after
reclamation against this injustice, his petitions, he says,
“have only been passed over in silence.” He now asks the Court
of Directors to restore this property to him, that he may make
a permanent settlement on the Queen’s protegee, and provide
for his other children at Benares. And the Court refer him
to that Loeal Government by which, for these nineteen years,
his letters have remained unanswered !

Upon such conduct, the worst that ean be said is, that it
wants the boldness, the straightforwardness, and the formal
honesty of Louis Napoleon in confiscating the Orleans pro.
perty. The Indian Government deprive the unhappy Prince
of the dividends on private savings invested in the Company’s
funds, and refuse him all explanation of this act of arbitrary
power; and when he appeals to the Home Government, they will
not listen to his complaint, because it is not transmitted
through = Local Government that will not correspond with
him on the subject! And for a Wrong like this, there is in
our Indian System—in that “ most absolute dﬂpnhluf“
which, according to Lord John nusall, “ig quﬂiﬁad"ﬁﬁl
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" “THE NATIVE PRINCES OF IN
" Wgw statement contained in 1
reswmption proceedings of the British Authorities in
are now enabled to quote the following. 13

Fadjd- B it
o
) ]

“ Feb.

%1 bave been informed from Bombay that the Comp
Government have lately appointed an * Enam Committee’ to
into the tenure and nature of emams, [rent-free grants of g
jagheers, &e. Under this pretence the local authorities have -
ded their injustice in a measure which is not the less short of -
usurpation of the rights and enjoyments of private individuals, than
the usurpation of sovereignties. v i -
“The authorities have demanded the papers and sunnuds [grants
from all Enamdars [rent-free holders], jagheerdars, &e., upon whieh
they hold and enjoy their enams [grants] and jagheers [estate
The latter, however ready to produce their deeds, have been molested
by an arbitrary search in their houses, in order to take away all other
papers, documents, §c. appertaining to the Enam, or to whatever
other matters there might be of private concern. To convinee you
of the fact, I will herein give you the instance of the shamefal
treatment met with by Khundeyrow and Rowbah at the hands of the .
authorities. Khundeyrow and Rowbah are in the possession and
enjoyment of their Enam village, Boregaun. There they were culled
upon by the authorities to give up all the papers, records, documents,
they may possess and lay them before the Enam Committee. This
was an encroachment upon the coneerns of private individuals, and,
therefore, Khundeyrow and Rowbah of right remonstrated aghinst
the arbitrary demand, with the exception that they were ready to
produce the Sunnuds and other documents appertaining to the
same, by which they hold their Enams. Notwithstanding this
offer, the authorities forcibly entered their houses, and took away to
Poonah all the papers, records, &c. found therein, loaded in mm::
carts. The ancient practice was to demand to see the sunnuds, take '
copies thereof, and return the originals to their holders, Among the
papers were printed books and pamphlets which Rowbah had taken
\ﬁilt’h him from Benares, and whit.:tliz:l related to the unfortunate case of
translations of certain papers which were proved to have been fabri- ¢
cated for the unjustifiable in 0
Mmlﬁm paid local native autho

which

e

tion of his Highness. Upon



{: made in respect to Enams only, nothing more 1§cml?q ub!l:rywantcd
‘than a handful of papers including the sunnuds by which enams
are held. If they are not produced, or if the right of holding
the enams, is not established by the individuals, it is a matter of
inquiry and investigation. But this arbitrary and unjustifiable treat-
ment, as enforced by the Company’s Government at present will no
doubt teach the people to consider what they have to expect from
the British rule.

*“ This is the case with those who hold sunnuds and other ‘docu-
ments to prove the grant of the enams. But you must be well aware
that there are several Zemindars, Enamdars, and Hukdars, E.-wners
of dues], as well as Bara Bullottee, [the municipal village 6 cer;],
who enjoy their rights, however trifling they may be, for
one, two, and three hundred years, and who know very little of
sunnuds or documents; or perhaps they may have lost them.
These individuals are told they will he allowed to enjoy their
Enams or rights, provided they Produce their sunnuds; if nof,
such Euams will be seized, or permitted only for their lives.. What
would you think the condition of the people must be under this rule "
Inm!of confiding in the British Government for protection, such
treatment must lead the people to open their eyes, and the result is
not known at this time. The Company’s Government, instead of
giving protection, itself becomes the usurper of individual rights

and property.”
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PUBLIC WORKS

Ir the twenty years just expired had produced no othar relu.lh'
in India than to show that under the despotic rule of ecivilised
conquerors, the material improvement of that = country has
decreased and fallen far below the level which it held under ruder
governors, they would deserve to rank as an era of disgrace and
shame in the annals of the nineteenth century.

‘We know from history and the testimony of eye-witnesses, tlut-_
India before our conquest was traversed in all directions by
works of irrigation and canalization. The produections of the
soil, fostered by those artificial improvements, had a continual
inerease, the surplus of which was enabled to find a market ab
a distance. A broad and comprehensive system of intercommu-
nication favoured the progress of internal trade. By stimulating
agriculture and enriching the people, it enabled them to bear
taxation. ~ External commerce profited by the opening, and
naturally produced interchange, Under British rule, the broad.
thoroughfares which stretched over India were permitted to
decay. Trade diminished—where there were roads, thq' were
effectually closed by transit - duties and internal
regulations. The productions of the country gradually M‘
—works of irrigation and canalization, instead of being a
source of revenue, became & drain upon the purse of those who
oduﬂmh&gurﬂndspmﬁhbhmuhtforth&pro&md They.

fell into disuse, und thus the imﬁtoﬂesoal’hﬁu—whwhm '
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Lower Egypt—offered to the world the spectacle of a country
without roads, in most parts lying waste, giving feeble sustenance
to ' populition that daily sinks into a lower state of physieal
degradation. Were the object of the present government of

ia to eripple instead of foster the productive poygrs of the

try under its charge, it could not have acted with more
method or foresight than by neglecting to give the people the
means of extended intercommunication, increased trade, and

material improvement.

When Turgot was appointed superintendent to the poorest
province in the kingdom of France (Limoges), he found it
surrounded by barriers-which impeded the natural interchange of
eommodities with neighbouring departments. The roads within
had “fallen into disvepair; the poor, no longer able to bear
taxation, were ripe for revolution. Turgot opened the custom-
houses, made the roads, and in the course of a few years the
poorest provinee in France became the happiest and most eon-
tented, and for a moment the richest. Promoted to the highest
power in the state, Turgot endeavoured to extend throughout the
kingdom the benefits which he had so happily imparted to a single
province. - He failed, and France was overturned by the revo-
lution. India no longer groans under the system of internal
customs ; transit duties have at length been abolished, but there
are no roads—no works of irrigation, no bridges in number or
importance commensurate with the immensity of the territory
which is under opr sway, or the number of the people which
inhabit it. - It is high time that a change should be made ere a
catastrophe is unavoidable.

That India in the olden time was covered with works of pnbim‘
utility is matter of notoriety. There were numerous roads
planted with trees along their sides for many miles throughout -
the whole of Hindostan *—the works of ancient Mahommedan -
emperors, who, if they did not sanction or emcourage foreign
commerce with the same vigour as Christian mlera, were fully
lhnmihaadvumguofmtemaltnﬁc : o e
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India—and the most ancient mode of increasing
the country,* “ was so rigidly attended to, that thoahnriwvdl&
and artificial reservoirs were always deducted from the produce of
every village before the government claim was paid.”  Throughout
the whole of Central and South India especialy, these works existed
in vast numbers. ¢ From Ganjam to Cape Comorin the most
extraordinary remains of tanks are found that it is possible
to conceive; the native governments carrying their operations:
upon that point so far as to divert whole streams like the
Vyjahaur into one or more reservoirs.”+ In Candeish; where
fertile cotton ground exists, and along the banks of the river:
Taptee, these works to an almost unexampled extent ave traceable;:
but have nearly disappeared or fallen into disuse.y The Delta’
of the Godavery is covered with such ruins, and génerally:
throughout Madras one-fifth alone of the ancient fertilising works "
are now inuse,§ though that province is dependent more than
any other on the benefits of irrigation, which, where they are
extended, have never failed to produce increased revenue. = Indeed,
the richness and productiveness of land from the slightest measure
*of improvement is evident to the commonest understanding:
Nor can we give a stronger instance than that which is exhibited
in the countries on both banks of the Tomboodra, where the -
richness and fertility which they present, being solely the effect »
of the noble works constructed by the ancient Hindoo princes,
may, when contrasted with the unprotected borders of the same
river where such works are not in action, be adduced as a practical
illustration of what is to be expected from the amhnhnmi-‘ﬂ
streams and other works of irrigation.|
Unable to preserve, the East India Company has m!um
signally in creating or producing fresh improvements. The roads,
avenues, and caravanserais, now scarcely traceable; the tanks |
and reservoirs, left to pamh,haw bmwwwh

A Ol nimaiioey|
* Brown, Ev. Cotton Rep., 1848, p. 270,  # Brown, Ibid., p. % !
+ Giberue, Zbid, p. 209, gmmwmﬂgn&‘ ’"j’-
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‘& ruin tells the tale of ancient splendour and modern weakness. -
© That these are not the vain assertions of captious opposition is
proved by the admission of all the friends of those who notv
‘endeavour fo perpetuate abuses. Does not Mr. Mangles, their
‘strenuous supporter; admit « that the sums expended in physical
‘improvements are disproportionately small; that they should be
made much larger, and that the application of such increased
amount to the improvement of communications and means of
irrigation; whether annually out of revenue or by special loans,
would probably become the most profitable of the Company’s
investments.” * Does not he accuse the East India - House
of ' supineness, and conviet it of mnegleet, when he  “is

~iquite ready to admit that the government of India has not
done whilt he thinks might and ought to have been done in pnblic
wor

Is Mr. Marriott friendly to them when he says, ¢ The duty of the
government is to attend to making roads and irrigating land.
They are practically both sovereign and landholders, and ought
to expend a portion of the rent and a portion of the taxes.” t
~ We might multiply examples of partisans of the Indian govern-
ment shrinking from palliation of a system which tends to*
India’s ruin ; but need we further go than quote the author of a
recent pamphlet, whose pride impels him to confess that ¢ money

- has been spent on wars, and not on works.” {
«In truth, it is of great advantage to get at these ad.n:umons,
' for were we forced to trust for information as to what, the
Company expends upon the various branches of establishment
‘to the mceounts which they deign to publish, we should- seek
in vain to give complefe or lucid information.

1 The accounts of the East India Company are a sort. of In.bymth
from which it is not easy to find an exit. So disordered amongst
others is the department to which has been entrusted. the

« labours of making roads, canals, and works of :mgntwn,thst i
!emm impossible to ascertain, after the most caraful myﬁptu-
T comnmp,ms,p.ioe. . + Thid,, p.m: g
. . < § Priusep, Indis Question, ppe =51 Lo



them sinee the renewal of their charter in 1884 nor are-the
sources elsewhere 1aid open for public information mere tfust-
worthy or complete. The maps of Indis which have recently
‘been - published, however much they may,  impose by their
appearance upon observant eyes, are entirely unsafe to show the
number and direction of those public ways by which, since 1884,
“the carriage transport of agricultural produce and of merchandise
have, or ought to have, been rendered practicable; for most.of
‘them either ‘do not exist at all, or are only serviceable under
certain happy conditions of season and of weather. - . 0
But however confused and faulty the accounts and maps of the
East India Company, we shall not fail to draw even from their
diserepant and overcharged details the most powerful conclusions
as to the supineness of the government, and expose the reclkless
and culpable mode in which they have conducted their affairs. .
And first, let us endeavour to extract what has really been the
outlay throughout the whole of India, upon public works ; for the
confusion in which these all-important facts are invelved, has
been made the means, and taken advantage of, in the Court of
Proprietors within the walls of Parliament, and in two recent
publications emanating from the India House, to magnify the
" total sum expended into one so large as will (so it is asserted)
remove, the stain.of half.a century’s neglect of those mighty
means, the speedy use of which alone ean give a reasonable hope
of the improvement of millions of our Asiatic subjects, on whose
behalf a degree of interest has, at the eleventh hour, been
awakened in this country never, it is hoped, again to slumber. |
This attenipt to overcharge the picture of Indian wealth and
happiness will be found toe flimsy to avert the public eye from the
‘evils which lie beneath, and which, as early as 1830, elicited from
Sir Robert Peel words which are still too true not to eommand
attention :— %
"%On the mmmarcial part of the question, I reﬁun &om
‘giving an opunon, whilst, on that which I'admrhtoheﬂnnm
important of all-—the welfare of the people of India—I cannot too
strongly urge the propriety of mdnmumg,vhhtkupmgm
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under British rule, to atone to them for the suffering they endured,
and the wrongsto which they were subjected, in being reduced to
that rule 5 and so afford them such advantages, and confer on them
such lmmﬁn, a8 nmy in some degree console themd’nrthe"luld
’Hm then are tht-lguu from which we have to draw con-
clusions as to the present and past expenditure on public works in
India.: They are taken from three sources; firstly, the state-
nients annually prepared at the India House, and printed by order
of the House of Commons. Secondly, the statistical papers
printed in 1853, for the Court of Directors; and thirdly, the Blue
-Book on public works in India, published in August; 1851, by

order of the House of Commons :—
£ aod
I$ appears, from the first of these statements, that the
outlay on public works, exclusive of repairs, was, for
the fourteen years ending 1850 — 51, 277,11,516

rupees, averaging per annum . . . 197,086 0 O
From the second statement,+ that the oxpansa mcumd )

during the sanle fourtcen years, for ronds, bridges,

embankments, canals, worke of irrigation, tanks or

wells, exclusive of superintendence, 880,24,631 rupees,

nveraging per annum . . 271,604 0 O
From the third,} that the whole oublay durmg' ten yem

for works of all kinds in the civil department, but not

corresponding ones, was 346,00,207 rupaeu, avernging

per annum | . y . 846,092 0 0

Such glaring diserepancies in accounts, of which the whole were
published by authority, suggest that a remedy should be found in
future, by legislative emactment. Meanwhile, the very grave
question naturally arises, under what head, in the annual amounts
laid before Parliament, are debited these enormous differences,
varying from 73,6681. to 148,0007. per annum on a gross caleulation,
thus vitiating not only these but a large portion of the remain-
ing charges in those parliamentary statements. If mystification
was the object, no more successful means could possibly be devised
fs} Woomplmimm‘t One great fndt,howem- remairis without

I_‘,ut,

-wdsun.zw,hm,im 4R8O 3 P.208,
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expended on public'works throughout the whole of its gigantie
torritories no greater sum than 846,0921 per annum up to 1848.

If now we seek to find what has been spent on supervision, we
may obtain a slight iden of the actual disbursement on publie works
of every kind.  But here the cleverness of the East India Com-
pany in publishing accounts might slightly baffle us, if we had not
other means of approximating to what we seek; for in no singlé
instance can we find it specified :— S

First. What has been the expense incurred in sﬂperintw

Secondly. "What on repairs, o

Thirdly., 'What in sums, which ave lost completely to 'hhapuﬂmg
from the defects of the present system, involving, as we shall show,
the utter incompeteney of those to whom have been eonﬁm m
costly and scientific worlks,

That the outlay under the first of these heads has been enor-
mously great may be inferred from the review of its amount in the
Presidencies of Bombay and Bengal, respecting which we are
happy in discovering that the Company’s own servants have
recorded their opinions. In the report on publie works in India,”
above referred to, Sir George Clerk, then Governor of Bom’ba.y,
thus records his intimate conviction of the value of the civil depart-
ment of public works :—

“My objections to the continuance of the Road and Tank De-
partment have been formed after much observation of its defects ;
these, among others, are inutility and costliness, These my
objochons, are insuperable, because founded on its enormous wmﬁi

1tmmmtr:bed, and which, it isqmteevidenﬁ,m

capable of applying.” i e
““The expensg of the department formparmtmﬂems ﬂl st:

by thechiof engiriobr; in 1844, to hkve beer, fo the BihE Jeurw of
atimm 72,7921, Within the mperlm! mw s ot A

 Tndia Bubllc Works 1800 o g, ES
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ontanks has been 42001, @ goeat porion of which has been los -
by the failure of the works. The value of the department was,
mwgmwmtwlxmmmmm#mmmmi
this the charge for mpq!mwndmca had been- mem -

on the work performed. »

}Erueltuthattwq mtgments of the axpandltmfnthe yem
1845 and 1846 are brought forward in the same book, to show that
the charge for superintendence averaged ouly 23 per cent.for
those years, but we have reason to know, that had the series for
nine years laying on the same shelf of the India House been
rofenqd to in elucidation of this point, more than three times this
amount would, in some instances, have met the eye.

That a disproportionate outlay, for superintendence, has heen
incurred at Bengal, is placed beyond a doubt. Again, referring to
the report we have just quoted,” we find an entry as to the expenses
of the Agra and Bombay road, which is as follows :— .

AGRA AND BOMBAY ROAD.

£ n-d
Before sanctioned . P . . . 18,006 0 0
_Add expenditure to Nov,, 1847, as fo]lows
New work of Road . . . . . . « 10431 0,0
Buperintendence . . . e . . 13110 0 O
Repairs and conungonc:es I Sl ek vy i )
37,205 0 0

Making for the cost of supervision, in this instance, 26 per cent.

From the above, and only data as yet placed before the public,
on which to calculate the cost of superintendence, it would there-
fore seem under the most favourable review of the aboye expen-
diture, that 33 per cent. is the average amount in Bengal and
Bombay. Taking it to be no higher in Madras than in the two-
othe:r pm:dencxes, we must extract 33 per cent., or one-third; for
nnpervmon, from the total expended on public works, which s
thus reduced to 230,6677. per annum. 1l

- Considerable as is this item in the disbursement. for. pnblw
works, we are gne'red to add that, in the review to which we shall -
now;wmd,of w]:tthu boqnbsththepoblm&on;,m
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of 80 many of thess works has been M“M"
foreed upon’ s, thaba featful addition o it Hs been 86 o6es
" sioned, i stpport of “which ‘may be’ qudted; Hor +his Bikie ook’
already referred to, the premature destruction of numerots

owing to defective construction. Of the extent in other j
of Tndin to which the public s sufered, from the 1iké misappro-
priation of the fund set apart for public works, an oplﬂﬁmﬁl
be formed from the following extracts of a dispatch from' the
Court of Directors, under date, 1850, to the Government of ﬁﬂﬁ i
the contents of which seem generally appiicuble to the who’le h‘f !
the territories under our charge.

“Dhe letter,” says the Court, “ dated 8rd January, 1849, ﬁﬁm
a general report of the Board Department from its establishment
to ‘the 1st May, 1848, and the orders passed t?hereon bY ‘ﬁa’“
government.

“The whole of the proceedings referred to in these letters
lead to the following conclusions.

“The roads, in some instances, from want of previous survey,
and other causes, have not been well planned with respect to- ’tﬁe
line, so that aroad on a new line becomes t'ilaslra!t'hlql anﬂ; even
necessary for permanent traflic, (PP

“ They have been carried below the level of the tanks whan they
might have been carried above it, and embankments have been
broken and ‘bridges cafried away by inundations, which, r.m.]i'ne
higher line, would have been comparatively innocuous.

“They have been constructed without due pronulon for thm
permanent maintenance, so that either the entire road has | qom h
decay, or ¢ne portion of it has become nnse:meeable whﬂqanothqr
portion wasin progress of construction. 2y

“{The reports of all the superintendents dwell muo'h % n %}v
necessity of having properly qualified assistants, capable of en a‘ :
the climate, and conversing with the natives. Thelocal xper
of iha'mt,%mobsafved is often of great 'mlne, tnﬂ
those who cannot comrunicate with him in his own la

“ The-want- of properly qualified subordinate g & %
to' the want of quinhﬁm,tw the frequent | Tinend ol
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frequent removal, and change of European assistarits, is strongly
dwelt on by all the authorities who have xecorded opinions on the
subjects previously noticed. These circumstances are placed most
prominently forward as a principal eause of 4ll the failures and dis..
appointments, the combined costliness and inefficiency, which have

~ been experienced in a greateror less degree in all thomb;entluf
our previous examinations.

“ Bridges, embankments, annicuts, though enentmlly eonnacted
w:_th and  indeed component portions of roads, and ecanals of
irrigation, are severally in themselves great hranches of practical
engineering, and in all these, separately considered, the inefficiency
of subordinate agenecy has been experienced, to which may be
added: The delay in passing estimates, whereby the sanction for
emergeul work is frequently not given till it is foo late in the
season to execute it.” i

Such is the judgment passed on the public work depart
ments in each of the presidencies by the authorities at home. -

Other testimony might be quoted o the wasteful expenditure
for superintendence during the period under review, much of
which we are justified in ascribing not to the want of timely and
urgent representations on the part of the local governments
divected to its prevention and remedy ; but to the delayed and still
imperfect training of the natives (except by fits and starts under
an Elphinstone, a Malcolm, a Bird, but let us hope with more
enduring fruits under a Thomason) for filling some of the
higher grades in this department of the public service; for it
is undeniable that one engineer officor might, with the aid of a
sufficient number of qualified native nssistants, exercise efficient
supervision over a greater range of territory, whilst others in
charge of less considerable works, which might, as in the case of
the judicial department, be confided to native supervision, could

- be_made available for those more important undertakings so.fre-
quently delayed or not commenced for the want of mlﬁc

European officers to conduct them. r
For seventeen years past, wcordmgtothedmtmandplpulhld
before Parlinment, the amount expended for works of i e-

ment thronghout India was 2,888,3821., 8 sum which elsewhere
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much an éssential condition of receiving the revenue as ’hﬁe’ﬂﬁﬁ:’
expenses of cultivation. Another still larger portion is expended
on works which are never undertaken. except a8 n pecuniary
speculation, certain to return an usurious intevest for the money so
expended. Such works are not to be pliced in the same ¢ategory
as those like roads and bridges which benefit the publie without
being of the same direct advantage to their authors ; particularly
becaise such works of irrigation do not diminish, but rather
increase the necessity for roads, while they at the sametime creato
a capital for their formation. Deducting therefore that portion
of it applied to obligatory and unavoidable purposes, it will be
found- from the statistical papers already referred to, that the
aniual amount allotted for roads and bridges, dwindles down,
exclusively of superintendence, to 187,555, one-third of which
being required for their repairs, there remai.ns 90,0001, equivalent
to one-half of 1 per cent. of the met revenue, as the measure of
gratuitous outlay per annum for construction of roads and bridges
thronghout India. Nor can we discover anything to show that
during peace the expenditure on public works throughout India
has been greater than it was during war. On the contrary: It
seems that during the first five years of the present eharter (we
quote the statistical papers already referred to), the expenditure
for public works throughout India, exclusive of repairs, was on an
average 105,798/, per annum ; which, compared with the general
average for the last seventeen years, already quoted, will show a
déerease for those years of 81,7550, per annum, This result has
been ‘earefully kept out of sight in the official reviews of Indian
affairs.  These bew,g the only five ¢onsecutive years in which there
was no war, the public works may be said to have been m&‘aﬂy
starved for the sake of swelling a boasted surplus, at the very
moment when money MMM mbnuhﬂdlywm
~“1’0ﬂﬁﬂrwymem 2 Hty Sy f‘"i
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BENGAL .&.ND THE NORTH 'WEBT

H.Lmﬂ thu.s expoaed the short eqmmgs of the East Indm
Company upon the grand total of its expenditure, if we
_condescend to enter into details, we find the case against :Ehem
_gumng greater strength and consistency. The neglect and
_md.nﬂ'erenee exhibited generally become more glaring as we get
to details; for here at least we have been able to do i'or ourselves
_ what the Fast India Company should have done for us, viz sepmi;e
from the grand total of expenditure on public improvainenﬁ what

has actually been disbursed on bond fide works for the amelioration
_of the people’s lot—such as canals, embankments, and roads, and

bridges,—and what on civil and political buildings which are not

conducive to the increased prosperity and welfare of our Indian

population. We are still unable, however, to distinguish what

has been disbursed upon repairs and supervision severally, ﬂ;.ough
~we get the total upon that double item.

The grand total of expenditure on publie works in the Bengal
and North-west Presidency, inclusive of works, salaries,
establishments, &e., within the civil department, is stated
in the Report on India PublicWorks,tobo,farmym !
ending 1848—9 . . £2,296,532
Or at the rate of £°23 G.:S per aunum.
Eliminnting all other items but those under the heads of roads -
+ and bridges, and including repairs, we find the sum ex- <332
pended upon these to be, during the same period . .  £044,850
Or at the rate of £04,485 per annum.

Eliminating all the items but those under the heads of canals, *~
embankments, and irrigation, we find the sum expended
upon these to be, during the same period .« . . . . £519,228

. Or at the rate of £51,922 per annum. P

~ Eliminating all other items but thoso under the head of = **

= upon these during the same period « + . w0 nm&
The remainder, being for supervision ﬂ%ﬂhﬂﬁ"’m,c iy FPRTE A48

Total £2,336,532

-
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1,464,0781., out of a net revenue of 130 millions, or at the rate
of about 146,407% per annum, for a population of sixty-four
millions, which ylelds a net revenue ol:' tlmﬁeen ﬂﬁnlm sterling
Bub let usnowproceedtommmemdahilwbﬁbu
‘been done for Bengal and the North West with such & upr
small sum of money. VIR
The great result of the aifhite ‘ailas by the Bast m
Company up to the present time has been to produce one
incomplete line of communication between Calcutta and Delhi,
“and to make two abortive attempts ab communieation with the
great cotton fields of Western India. Throughout the remﬁﬂ{ng
“portion of the territory under their charge, there may be
numerous tracks for a few miles on either side of a m‘ﬂl‘ﬁi'y
or civil station, or bridges may exist here and there; but where
there are tracks even passably kept in order, there are usually no
bridges, and where bridges do exist, the roads remain tmmetal'led,
and the bridge consequently unapproachable. h
The ‘works of intercommunication in Bengal and the North
West being in this state, it may be easily conceived with what
astonishment a speech made by the Chairman of the East India
Company on the subject in 1850 must have been received
throughout the whole of India. It elicited at the time the
following observations from the “ Friend of India : "—

* “Thé previous mail brought us the report of a speech delivered
by the Chairman of the East India Company relative to the
expenditure of Government in India on public warks; and we will
venture to affirm that mo statement from the India House has
ever been raceived in this country with greater astonishment and
incredulity. - It appears that some Proprietor had ventured to
give utterance in the Court to that opinion regarding"the culpable
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; in. this country.  On.this, the
“presumption: mwwwﬁam that the ww%,qu
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in most excellent order. He then proceeded to assert that from
1838 to 1846, a period of mine years; no less a sum than
2,282,8047. had been laid out in roads, bridges, and embank~
ments, Within the same space, 970,000/, had been assigned
for the Ganges canal, 50,0007 for the embankment of the Godas
very, and 1,5600,0004 for railways. Thus, in uine years;, the
expenditure of the Hast India Company on public works amounted
to 4,862,8947., besides other sources of outlay belonging to the
same category. This was exclusive of the cost of conviet labour
on the public roads, which he believed would increase the amount
one-fourth.

% Here we are informed that in nine years the Govmmanb of
India, independent of the expenses of the Ganges Canal, the
labour of convicts on public works and the district roads, has laid
out 228 lakhs of rupees on roads, bridges, canals, and embank-
ments. The sum expended in this latter department was recently
given to the publio through the report of the Embankment Clom-
mittee. It amounted in ten years to 192,21,000 rupees, leaving
208 lakhs o be accounted for in roads, bridges, and canals. = The
only road at this Presidency deserving the name is the grand
trunk road from Caleutta to Meerut; a magnificent undertaking,
though its magnificence appears chiefly by comparison with the
wrebched paths in other parts of the country which are dignified
by the name of roads. We have made it our business earefully
and diligently to notice every public work which has been executed
at the expense of the Btate in India during the period under
review ;~—from their extreme rarity, indeed, they can scarcely
escape notice—and we are sure we can appeal to every one who
reads this letter, whether, if he were told that even one-half this.
sum had been expended in these objects between 1837 and 18486,
he would not consider that & very unusual and unreasonable
demand has” been made on his faith. When we are told of
hundreds of lakhs having been expended on roads, bridges, &e., we
naturally inquire where are the roads ! Throughout the east of
Bengal, they are in wﬂbﬂ;&mﬂdam“w&n
misnomer {o call them roads, We question whether they will



in the two provinces of"‘hgﬂlﬂd ‘Behar, there |
the vestiges or the tradition of roads. The mm
from Calcutta through Santipore, to Moorshedabad,
and Monghyr through three hundred m..«wmw
poorest and most niggardly of civilised governments wotld be
ashamed to own. The lower provinces present the ww
estate in Chancery, or in the hands of an insolvent landlord.
And where aro tho bridges, which have been erected during tlifs’
period ? Where can a single bridge be pointed out which has
cost even 50,000L.? The bridge on the great trunk road at
Mugra, within forty miles of Calcutts, was washed ﬂﬁj'iiy'tha
floods four years ago, and has not been replaced to this day,—
because the treasury was said to be empty. The immense traffic
of this voad, the great artery of this Presidency, has long beefi
carried over a bridge of ricketty boats, which cost less than 1007.,
and hundreds of carts are daily taxed for the use of it. And
where are the canals which have been excavated during this peﬂm‘l
of mine years P "
“ As to the one-fourth additional sum, which is said to have
been laid out in distriet roads, not one farthing has been drawn
from the Imperial revenue. A small annual sum hmbo'én
obtained from a tax on ferries, and appropriated to this object;
but the whole amount of expenditure last year on the ﬂisﬁrwé
roads of thirty-two zillahs, and in a country more populous than
Fngland, Scotland, Treland, and Wales, did not exceed the paltry
sum of 28,0007.1 Even the arrears of the old Ferry Fund, which
was pledged to loeal improvements when it was established, have
‘been carried to the credit of the State, to the extent of 70,0007,
and every effort to recover them fbriha rmds“hsve hﬂfmﬂ"
pmd msfoctual.“ . & "B cotha ﬂu
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' - The deficiencies in_the execution were, i
MM the superintendent, Captain ‘Willis, reporting to. the
Court, wﬂﬁhd the following, list of wm contributing to
*Mhﬁond.thﬁm‘_' v WiE TV ) b
.. “The ignorance of oversecrs; the nenaueof wwk&nn;n;n-
precedented floods in 1845 ; the delay in passing estimates; the
ignorance of accounts of one executive officer ; the dilatoriness of
another ; the increase of the superintendent’s charge ; the altera-
tion of limits, causing delay in transfer of duty ; the absconding of
workmen from unhealthy districts ; and the:nwgofmnyom‘-
seers.”’ * a1
Here was one of the most mporﬁant work& ever undwtnke.u. in
Indis-inbrosted o incompetent men, and a, general looseness of
administration, visible from the highest place, where the estimates
_were to be pnasad, to the lowest, where the workmep ,ubspdaded,
stances the work should ever hs.v_'n_ bqen_L aomplet_ed IP appem
from General Briggs’ evidence,t that even where, the road was
finished, something had to be done to it afresh every year, yet, it
was unfit for carts to travel on, and was never used in that way
until quite lately, on the whole distance between Benares and
Caleutta, The bridges were the last thing- attepdgd to in_the
-making of the communication, -so that instead of methodical pro-
. ceeding, pieces of road were constructed here_and there befween
. Btreams, gn,dwere cnnquu.enhly qf no use whatevqr ;N?Ia 50 great
had been the early carelessness of the Company, thnt up to 1831,
B0 drains were built at the sides to earry off the water, so. thqlia&er
«EVeEyImonsoon there was.a necesgary cxpenditure of 40001 tokeep
- )P' p.nlﬁr{:ha almost neglected portions of what ought to have begy
ghémd and this in a eountr_y wlgere the 11%% foresigh
wqﬂei haye ic aﬁgd, .g_a.qhon and prudemce 5 for it ds '

’ﬂ“? theground betyreen Benares and C ﬂ;q'fpp i ot
at.mgﬁfs i _"sﬂmb& it

st mmm”w s mm




w&wwwmmomﬁ mm '
omﬁthhbnpeﬂmmmm*m ,
impeded passage of any kind. Tn1831, the only bridge on the
rond was that on the Kharamassa, made by the charity of an
ind:ri&ﬁin‘]!mea,at the cost of 20,0000, 0

“Under such circumstances it was not extraordinary thit the
'expenses vnﬂyexeeedad the estimates. The expenditure up to
April, 1845, was 384,1481.; in the three years succeeding, it was

inereased by 105,0107., making o total expenditure, up to 1848, of
489,1107. The estimate made in 1846 for completing the works,
was 1,080,2501. ; thus, in two years, 880,0007. were added to these
estimates. ‘The road is now completed after a fashion, the bridges
on the Jumna and Soane being not even commenced, under pretext
‘that a railway is about to be built, of which the works are proceed-
ing at less than snail’s pace. By this means the important town
of Delhi remains*without any convenient mode of passing the
important traffick which comes {through it from east and west,
and the military post of Meerut is cut off from improved
communication.

Of the great Decean road, which is ultimately to join 'Calcutta
“and the cotton districts about Oomrawutty, and extending from
‘Mirzapore to Jubbulpore and Nagpore, - only 240 miles between
Mirzapore and Jubbulpore are completed ; for though the track is

earried on to Nagpore, it is unfit for vehicles at all times and. ‘!or
every sort of traffic in bad weather.

Tn 1840 it was determined to improve, or rather make the road
between Agra and Bombay ; the improvements to comprise the
“gemoval of the principal ‘obstructions in the Ghaut, junghlﬁnl
* passages of river, nullahs, or mountain streams. 'l‘hahu#

" through Indore 870 miles, thence to Akberpore, on the Ne
"Gfl.miles, on to Sindwa, 48 milu. and thence toﬁombq srzo
: mﬂea,mnhngsgrmdtobdof?a‘ﬁmﬂe& Major Drummond w:
commissioned to survey the line from Agra as far as the Nerbudd
'mﬂihaﬁm:nent.mthawtﬁ.iune,lm :
estimate of 12,000/ for mmmmmdﬂam
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for wheeled varriages. - An increase'in the width of the Ghauts,
‘ar-passes, from ten to fourteen feet, was also authorised in 1848,
Notwithstanding these landable exertions; after mwa
- #he suryey had been gone to, 4t appeared ‘that 'in' 1848 w0
material portion of the voad or track had béenimproved, and
anl estimate being then called for, i was discovered that upwards
of 70,000%. would be required to complete one distance of 93
miles; under the charge of the civil engineer, to bridge 'a puﬂﬁbﬁ
of the road between Soonghur and Dhoolia, and to metal ‘the
road in Candeish. This estimate so frightened the East Tudia
Oompany, that the works were declared too costly to be under
taken, and a sum of 82047, only was ‘sanctioned, for_ converting
into " fair' weather rond the line between Sindwa4nd " the
Nerbudda, and for the maifitenance of the present line of road
within the Bengal Presidency. =~ This portion from ‘Agra’ “to
Akburpore on the Nerbudda, was projected at a proposed cost of
12,0001., but'in November had cost 85,4957, 19,481/ having 'b“éeﬁ
gpent on new work to veplace the old ; this new work costing, it
fact, more than the first estimate f‘or the entire road:  The
sanction of the Court of Directors is nowa.sked fm‘\m anmmual
e:l:pendlbm'e of 28707.% W ST

 From Agra to Delhi there may be aroad, but there aré neither
~ &roins' mor bridges on it.  An estimate for spending 14887 i
providing both these necessaries on a distance of 102 miles, seems
to have met with approval, but as yet not to have been ‘earried
out, However, this perhaps will be considered less ﬁécbdm
ém aceount of the completion on the other side of the Jumnd of
the grand trunk road, from Allahabad to Dbllh, whmh ds we'have'
dﬂd,hsbutjmtbemﬂnisbéd. ' A0 WAty
* I!;'howem the indirect communieation with' Cﬂatﬁt&‘ﬁ

to be long incomplete, should the pmentmhngem
ﬁmm in force; it is still moro likely to be constracted
than the direct road betwoen Caleutta MW
MW«@ that ¢ his mioment M‘ﬁﬁm
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< * Public Works, India, 1851, p. 148,
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‘andrapid: for the conveyance of the mﬂs‘f"!ﬂ ¥
Nagpore reported that the Rajah, through whose ‘te
rand ‘would pnss, was willing to subseribe 20007, to
contpletion of the rond. The plans submitted were &
forthe eonstruction of a road at all times practicable for wheel-
oarriages for travellers, n&dferﬂtmnaitof‘hﬁdwm
Bombay and - Caleutta; second, to facilitate the con )
mails botween-the capitals, by rendering the line of communica-
tion, practicable for horsemen or foot-ranmers.  Of the 1200
miles; 232 had been made practicable for horsemon and’ dawk
runners, by means of a grant ofﬁOBG rapees, and 968 miles
remained. As the plans involved a large outlay, the Court were
desirous that no Portion of the line sliould be commenced until &
more satisfactory survey could be made, and an estimate of the
expense submitted ; but as the main road to Bombay could not
be eompleted for some years, the Government were authorised
to ‘take immediaté steps for forming a road for horsemen and
dawk runners from Ahmednuggur to Midnapore, which would
be “practicable “throughout the year. The Court subsequently
informed the Government that they could mot sanetion the eon=
struction of an extensive road, and divected that their exertions

‘be confined to the discovery” of the best route, on which such .

improvements only should bo mado as the transit of the mails
imperatively required.* It is needless to remark that ‘the
discovery bas never yet been made, and ‘that &-m
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ﬁa&“bétwm each, it Mu’ﬂ: ‘have raqui‘ré& “men to earry
them.” Of the 100 only 80 arrived béfore tﬁdﬁ:ﬁpﬁwm
They were going to the Sutlej to join Lol'ﬂw Lube o
The whole of the Bombay and Calcutta road withiin the Bengal
Presidency is impracticable to carriages, the Tine, like all éustoniary
routes, being worn into the appearance of a track; on’which; says
Mr. Chapmian, the mode of travelling is ‘as bad as'can be ifagined.
The very poorest classes stbsist during the journey on little more
than the food they bring from home. ' The élasses ‘next above
. them spend from a farthing to a“penny per mile; ‘and another class
from a penny to threepence and fourpence per :mle The qtmkhot
travelling is four miles an hour.f : bas
" Buch being the state of the main trunk rmdn in the M&aney
of Bengal and the north-west, it may be easily ‘conceived that
‘district roads are in yet smaller number, and in a far worse ‘state.
It does not appear, even from the evidence of the East Tndia
officials themselves, that there is & single contimied line of ‘inter-
communication which is fairly practicable in finé weather. ''The
only boast which the Compariy seems to be sble fo make'is, that
the rouds in Assam are in a better state of repair than the rest,
and that on the line from Gowahatty to the Kulling river, ohe'ef
the most frequented roads in Assam, and important in a military
point” of view, there is a permanent ‘road passabld thiroughout
the year to horsemen and cattle over 82 a'bone bndgen and
: 118 wooden ones, ] RLEL S
! Butﬁroadnandbndgesmthehemdencydwinﬂybe
¢ said fiot to exist at all, perhaps it may be discovered thit more
A attention has been paid to mavigation. Roads may Havel been
neglected, yet canals have been improved and mnultiplied!! The
Wyhm;ﬂmmdm& Mﬂyu&vﬁw&,%‘?&t
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soanpmtea, the Ganges Oanal ‘suggested in 1836 by Captain
Eﬂ Im'm{g for m OWWW&MW%
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theadmmtpigm.-[&'hemdwu p\p:mad to lpﬂe
at Kunkul, pass, near Meerut. and Coel, and. finally
Esau near, Mynpooree,  The length of tho main
miles,  Branches fo Fu.’ctxghnr, 160 miles; to Boolu
70 miles ; Etawah, 172 ; anwmpqm.éﬂi wileg, make :
fotal of 898} miles. The estimated amount for complam
666,522L, exclusive of the sum whieh would be. mgu;reﬂ' g
agneduet over the Solani River, which is to be. svmdqd h’;,
cireuitous Toute. xfregumed. The works were of an_ axgeam?
kind ; it was necessary first to conyey the water from tha
nt.Kunkul,toBoozkae, a distance of 20 miles, by an ex;p
sseries of works estimated at 196,437, of which 86,3661, was for
M;gnpdaot over: the. Solani. . The 230 miles &om;ﬂqa:hae to
«Cawnpore, &ecanﬂhnngamambmadthofl&fut,m
estimated ab & cost of 288,628L ; the yest of the ioqnqm being
-eounted on to complete the branches, The works were commenced
;and progressed, when, in 1842, a sudden stop was put to them by
_order of -the Governor-General ; but they were resumed N:”m
1of the same. year, when, at first, 20,0007., and in 1844, 30,0001,
~were sanctioned for annual expenditure. Themom{ w
upte the 1st of April, 1848, being about 200,000/, or 25,000/.
la-yeary ‘in/ a  Presidency which produces. a. net ’%“%ﬁf
13,000,0001. per annum. 0 msboow ALl
¢ With,tho exeoption of the Ganges Canal the Compap
+in, ten. years, up to 1848, no more than 310,0007. on M
computation, the greater part of vblohm.ﬁvf.sr :
o4 profect; property from. inundation, some for the purpose
+irrigation, and the rest for improving #19. Bga Gpua)
«plantations on_ the Delhi Canal, and generally keoping

; :
Since then, 1:?}&115 some 1):1-(1;1.'.;.2:;m'i mm
public works: ﬂ*w%nunb, for which, at. the demand qt
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in 1849, an anpual expenditure of five lacs of rupees; but
wo. kmow that the haste with which this large sum of meney

was granted arose from paramount motives of policy. ' The Coutt -

of Directors itself stated, in a letter-of the 5th December, 1849,
that it noticed “as a strong ground for giving the utmost
practicable  encouragement to the proposed measures of irri-
gation in the Punjaub, the civcumstances narrated by Major
Napier in reference to the extension of the Huslee Canal that,
surrounded by the most luxuriant. cultivation, the. canal villages
and their inhabitants bore every appearance of comfort and ense ;
there was searcely a discharged soldier to'be found in them; as the
cultivation afforded ample occupation for the population, whilst the
poor villages in the dry tracts between Lahore and Kussoor, with
their small patches of cultivation, hardly wrought from. wells more
than 60 feet deep, were full of the discharged Khalsa.” #+ ./

- In the absence of all other motives than those of the mmadnh
improvement of the people of the country, the question naturally
suggests itself : "What has become of the plan for joining by canals
the Hooghly snd the Ganges, and that for the repair of-the
Mofussil canals, so loudly called for—and for that of Rajmahal,
the cost of which is only estimated at 380,000, and which, by
superseding the changeableness and uncortainty of the Nuddea
rivers, would reduce to 208 miles the journey of 528 now foreibly

- performed by the Soonderbund route ; and, finally, whathas been
doné towardsmaking the Rohilennd Canal # And is it-not notorious
(as the petition of the Calcutta missionavies and ministers states)
thatin the immediate vicinity of Caleutta the two eanals by which,
during eight months of the year, the great majority of boats
approach or leave the commerecial capital of India, are utterly inade-
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hﬂmm fhrough. an. gpen. countzy, watered.chiefly by 1
southswest monsoon, and,after passing the, mountainous region;of
the_Circars, enters. the alluvial country of mmm
wiles from the sea. The stream divides itself about 35 miles:
the coast, extending .on the west till it reaches the Delta of the
Kisinah, on the Colair Lake, about, 40 miles, and, ing o
the east 32 miles to the shores of Coringa Bay. . This river h %
advantage of lofty banks thrown up by the. waters on each side of
it, which form ridges of .7 to 18 feet higher than the level of the
land, 8t 2}; miles. distance on either side, thus facilitating the
turning of the, waters by the formation of dams across the streams.
The distant waters of the Godavery, those of the
Tomboodra, rise.and fall with the monsoons, or,after local alflf, at
ong time laying enormous tracts in water, ab Mﬂ
bling, in eomparison, along its channels, tothe sea., A, i
doyn, the, Coleroon and Cauvery form fertilo. deltas, and
risg and fall dry up or inundate miles and mﬂuquwm
regulate and take advaniage of these natural phenomena should,
be the part of a good government. The custom of the encient.
rulers was to authorise such works as, Maw&m
point the waters of the rivers when. the rains
rendered them available when the. M&MM
sluices, annicuts, or vast cmbankments, turned the, watex: into,
mmmhmmm the year, lund which could nob,
Wﬂe%ﬁ Mmmm




-present, four#fifths at least have disappeared. Embankments which
‘which the waters were of old directed have been choked up, and
‘nature has resumed the sway-which art: had wrested from it. - The
Delta of the Godavery was capable of being made the richest and
‘most productive throughont Madras. < Tor forty years the channels
of the stream which pours its waters through the Delta, had been
neglected. From fertile, rich, and populous, the country became
impoverished in'produce and in-peoples ‘The land which, in 1808,
returned revenue to the amount of 206,000k produeced no more in
1844 than 177,0001., decreasing thus in its productive power by
29,0007 per annum. - Its population fell in a-corresponding ratio
from 700,000 souls in 1828; to 400,000 in 1848,* a gradual decline
alone attributable to the culpable negloct of the East India Com-
pany. | The-embankments by which the eropsin thelower grounds
were profected fromi destruetion by the floods; had fallen to decay.
The partial dams.which stopped the!streams, and-ded the water
from the river to the surface of the land, were gone.  The surplus
chainels, for leading off superfluous waters, were choked; and there
were ne roads to permit the conveyance of produce to the markets
snd e opesh, Blswoughics country. impatdalile; dusing: relos. - ke
. consequences, fatal as they were from year to year, failed to rouse
attention in the authorities. One year a portion of the entire
crop of large tracts was destroyed by the floods; another yearsaw
losses.similar in charneter and extent; from the continued dryness
of the weather, and the non-rising of streams which, if properly
attended to, would suffice in any case to irrigate land ten times
the extent of the Delta. At other times half the district might be
suffering from local floods, whilst the remainder perishedfrom a
prevailing drought. So great was the negleet to which thegtreams
were left, that the river-banks were swept away, and the-channels
consequently changed during every flood ; and in the lower partof
the South Gedavery the whole town of Maddepollem was washed
away. 1MHMMMMd laqhmﬁa&
th;mm the whole

* Qotton Rep., 1848, pu 90: 0 - rosnil



“in the warld; that nothing

of channels, and plan the various :
-mmmdmwm its bed to the surface of
the country being so great, that an annieut or embankment could
easily have been constructed at a small expense, where it would
command 2000 ‘miles of the Delta in the Rajshmundry distriet
alone. Tt is estimated that this district which ouly yielded;in
1844, 600,00017.,is capable of producing at least 4,000,000L, allowing
the produce of sugar cultivation alone at the rate of three-quarters
of a ton per acre for 800,000 acres.  Yet, with theso prospects-in
anticipation, and these facilitics in the execution, very shame alone
induced the Government in 1848 to sanction the outlay of 50,0001,
on these improvements; the urgeney of which had been reported
on in glowing terms by Major Cotton. The work has now been
just completed by the building of an annicut right across the bed
of the Godavery, with locks, head-sluices, &e., the result of which
will b the- fertilising of 1,300,000 acres of land, rendered fit for
‘the cultivation of rice and sugar, whilst there seems noreason
why the waters should not be led all the way to the Kistnah, the
chaimel terminating at that river, at 15 feet above high water.
An' extent of 500 square miles would thus be added, and
with 500 more ‘available upon the Colair Lake, make one
single annieut at the “eost of 50,0001, irrigate 8000 miles
of ‘country ; the highest freshes of the Godavery giving ninety
times ns much as would be required for the whole of this alluvial
tract. ! Theworkstmhonadonthalﬁltnahmllﬂsoh
advantageous when- they are completed. ' .

- That these works were not produced earlier passes emnpw
hénsion; when we consider, that under the do-nothing system,
water was paid for at the rate of two shillings per 800 cubic yards
that 42,000 cubic yards of water per hour were flowing useless to
the sea, worth, at the above-mentioned rate, 507. per hour, or 12007,
per diem; which, for 240 days (the portion of the year in which the
district wasmot suppliedat all), would produce 288,0001. a-year.*
-1t could mot be urged by the authorities that the result of these
improvements was problematieal, for ample experience had already

. * Reports on Irrigation of the Delta.of the Godavery, p, 35, -
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| ’When such considerations a8 these failed to rouse the autho-
rities, we nieed not wonder that the anticipation of famine, con-
sequent upon their neglect, had no effect upon them.t  Yet itis
computed that the consequence of imperfect irrigation in Rajah-
mundry, during twenty years previous to. lmrww the loss of no
less than 100,000 lives. it 1 ey ia
It is well known that rice may be ualling ntladmntdmhh
its ordinary value, and be a drug at Tanjore, yet thm are mo
means of equalising the market. . Sy -
% I'he -native’ merelant—inert''—says Mr. J. Thomas,xoﬁ thg
MOMSM, “waits for'the monsoon.”  But, in truth, it
is dificult for the native wmerchant to do otherwise. 8o long as
roads are not made to facilitate trade, so long mﬂi‘ammsdaowhte
the whole of India.
Imddﬁndmgﬂmumpleremedyofgoodmndnfmtko
future avoidance of such catastrophes, the Government officials
can start no more refined idea than that of Gevernment granaries.
“ Private enterprise,” they say,] “is powerless to meet these
cmergeneies. Although the trade is under British rule per-
feetly free, rice sells in seasons of scareity in one district ab
eight or ten measures the rupee, and in another adjoining at half
that cost. One explanation of this circumstance is, that there.
is neither enterprise nor capital in the corn trade at present
adequate to meet the large and extraordinary demands of the
market where famine prevails. ik
. “The magnibude of the evil, entire distriets. bamg mvaked«n
a.vﬂ'qmuauhem moment, destroying even theusands in a few
weeks . o4 m&mwwwmwmwu»
sufficient to meeb the emergency. . oo o
“In the mummmmvmhm
wﬁmm«uww -
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‘Nor could it, when there were no means, of intercommus
nication. Ronds are the only mode of averting famine, and it
is folly to accuso the native dealer, when the egregious fuulfisin.
the Goyernment. The erection of magazines would. not, avert.a -
famine, but still further complicate the over-centralising system. .
which reigns in India, . £ H - (i
. Had these glaring fwf-l,baen mnﬂimemt to mpnuthﬁ Governs,
ment with the necessity of attention to their own advantages,the
~ irrigation of Tanjore, and its productive working, should have -
urged them to exertion. Im truth, no more strikinginstance can
be given of the benefits attending the simple care.of kaegping up
a portion even of ancient works than is visible on. the Cauvery.
It appears that, inelusive of all improvements in the embankments,
irrigations, and communication of that river, the sum of 390,0007,
had been expended up to 1847, that is, at the rate of 8600 a
year. During that time the revenue increased from: 314,000
a year to 493,000/ a ycar, making a total increase of 170,000%
a year, so that with this expenditure of about 8600Z a year, the
revenue benefited to the extent of .180,000%, or ﬂu‘m
4,150,0007. in forty-five years. —
Nobwithatdhding -Hia. videncs, Potking has.Roh dm n.
extend the advantages of irrigation to the neighbouring
Coleroon, of which, says Major Cotton, at least a hundred.
millions of cubic yards per day are permitted to run to waste,
which, if employed, eould be forced to the providing of grain
sufficient, for two and a half millions of people. ; Such being the
slender disbursement in the best watered provinces of Madras, it
must be trifling indeed in districts which axe more neglected, and,
a5 a natural consequence, contribute in, a far, less degree to the
mam..m wulh are, immense M\m‘ Aand; lying. mankeh .
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&hbnrseeventhe mmuémrorthepmeéhuonof :
*orhhuﬁeenomngtq the ‘fact, that whﬁa'hu 'been. ex,
was u:fuystemahcill'y apphed, a:ﬁl ﬂ:e e:ecuhon of it anagrusted
chiefly to the Tehsildars (I‘l‘!ﬁﬁ mﬂed:on), ahhoptm C __'ble
officers, having unlimited power, which fhey use in compe
supply of labour and materials belaw the market pnee,
diminishing the quantity a.ctunlly farnished by short 1 mmurement
of the work performed, and in delaying the netﬂeme.nt of a.ccounh
indefinitély.* It isa certain fact, that want of workmen is one
great obstacle in Madres.t Of the carelessness of p:mage
ment and ill conductnf mbordmaten the following is a not
unfrequent instance :— '

“That the Board may understand,”+ says Mﬂ-jOl‘ Cotton s the
staté of things in the 'BAJa'hsﬁundry division in respect Qf the
éxcention of works, I may mention the circumstances of “the
Bhioopiah head-sluice. Last year, when I visited the BPOt Jlnst
a8 the freshes began, T found it had, been built some weeks, and
left unplastered, unprovided with shutters, and without any
pmtaction by fascine work, or anythmg else, frum hsvmg the

.....

‘witer in the highest freshes to which it would be erzwaed a,ﬁ it
could ot be'sbut. In the work itself, every bnck that come o
hand had been used, burnt or not, 8o that many of them ]nd
dissolved under the first rainis that had ftﬂlen As the deatmct:m
6fthe sluice in this ‘state appeared mentable, 1f there ymp smy
‘continuance of frasheal 1 gave orders for the :mmd:ﬂt'e tnm?

‘of rough stones to ph.ee round the wing walls nn& low
apron ; gave particular mstmchons where they wex‘-e fo ﬁl‘L
and left orders with the nnrveyor where they wers'tc ) sent
ildo directed the shutfers to be made, which cpuid
i a few ddys. “W‘henin‘a'turned monsoon 1, 1 o

ittos had 1ot been made, Eﬁ £
Sl quodl £ mbne Lodg .u ;.Jm.-_mw n.u i

* Petition from
+ Cotton's Reports on Irrigation of the Godavery. § Jbid,, p. §4.
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'This Aigh;j"in& dnhoqeaéyutha more’ Y xm;g
is Knowh that a no;m mnuallx levied ugon thp ]!g;ogu for

TS bl‘fi: river runs and channg 5, 1';1‘1399“
fnﬂ;:g;e 3115?11&&}:9(1 on thp lmnd asseu;ganip fop; the m t$ thl?
+hal¥l “ 4l »nloided

'We 'l'mve dwelf fhus. 'long upqn the sq‘bjelcé of W 15;&
Presidency of Madras, as it is the questlon on which, most stress
must certainly be Jaid. But, in truth, amelwrltwn in. ﬂi\lm
brnnch ‘of pu‘bf'c works is compmhyely nselesa mthouf,ﬂphp
benefit of mds or mlnnd water ‘communication, Some_feeble
atﬁempta by mﬁmduala have ahown that the wqbrq of the
Goda.vety were nayigable for an immense distance, inland M%W
have' it on the authomty of M'njor Gotl;on‘_ﬂnt n,pt ‘W fall is
t? "be foumhn the passage of that river thth 'l;he me 3 ,W

tho@h. ‘teak rafts a.nd ﬂab—bottomed bonta gnnuall“y qaa&_e %g:
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way down f:o Uonpga., the nayigation of the ch‘lgvag is kﬁt a
myth, nor is there any mode of dmdwaﬁer comm

the frepdﬂncy except it be i:he Bnckwater round Cochnhpf Ym

not one tithe ‘the uso it. might be put fo has. yet been
ﬁaa&ﬁrﬂxenm more “mmmﬁﬁ?em%
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o distance 'of ‘eight miles. The longest rond, from Madras'to
‘m..,'m miles, has never beeri conipleted; <A few ‘miles
“from Madras it is not distinguishable from paddy-fields; and piece
‘oo liave to be brouglit on ‘the heads of coolies to Nellore, 100
miles‘on this very toad.” ‘Fifty miles farther, it pmm a wide
swamp, eausing earts and travellers to skirt its edge inmud and
~ water,as well as they can, during six'months of the year. On snothicr
portion of the line, near Rajahmundry, a gentleman was lately four
lours in travelling seven miles on horseback. Part of this road
Jias been ab various times repaired, but “these portions have
afterwards been' totally neglected and fallen into ruin. For
the most part the road is unbridged, and in the places where
the bridges have been constructed they have been negleeted till
the appronches bave Been wholly cut away by the rains leaving the
bridges insecessible. The whole of the Delta of the G-ohvm-y i8
im;)asnble in rains.
"From thizs road there is another branch to Hydern{md and
. Nugpore, twenty-two miles long. The money expended on it has
been thrown away ; it is never ina fit state for traffic; and suchis
the general condition of all the trunk roads, with the exgeption of
that leading to Bangalore, which alone <is practicable for pont-
hﬂhgmatﬁmmbeoffomarﬁwemﬂeamhour f. 74
* MThat the country fs in an equally desperate state as regards
distriet ‘rodds i certain. The district’ of - Cuddappali, 18,000
filed’ square, has nothing that deserves the mame. There are
trackh, impassable after a little rain, and everywhere carts when
used ‘carry half their proper load, and proceed by stages of half
the usual length, While the trunk road from this qu:"ntn 50
notoriotsly bad, that the military board use it as & trial ound 6
tost the powers of new gun carriages, which are pronotnced safe
if they pass through this ordeal. Thus is one of the ﬁnﬁtm
fields of Tndia, kept down by the state of its roads and.
Wwﬁ the coast, its riatural outleb for commierce. ~ 4
are fow Qistricts in which country roads; as distinguished
Fiion the chibe trusk roads, haye received ny attention whatever,
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”!‘be’maa m.mm are in o wretched state. Kmn@
orders for 200 miles on the couth boundary, is traversed by
excellent voads, feasible not only for cotntry carts, but for sprin
carriages ; but in Bellary, no corresponding roads are made 1
meet them, atd consequently, niot only the town, but the wholi
districbof Bellaryis cut off from the advantages whioh,m ‘,__
byanb;mﬂ and easy communication between the Mysore territorie
&nd ‘the ports on the western ooa!t, and tha wholo W
Peninsula.

Canata. 8 alniost entirely locked up, the nmmhy hﬂ_hg
probably less prospects than others, of intema&lﬂnpmmeui.‘m -
ifs natural obstacles. Whilst throughout the rest of the territory
and even jn those fertile spots of Tanjore and Rajahmundry, where
mﬁonworkahavebaenmnie&oub, there are neither road
nor bridges passable throughout the year, Yet we are inf y
Mww expense incurred in the Prendmey pf Fort St.
Glm‘y for ten years, ending 1847 inclusive, on the repairs and
o fons of works of irrigation, an&onmagh,h&dgu,%
Mwa%moutﬂmmtpormmazm jnp,l’,ﬂt}
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BOMBAY . - frsisdars 1ok Yy died

P 1x. the Prosidency of Bombay, whersthe wqtm,&).;,-
bnenmoutmemlyfeltfromthetohlnhmea of all other modes

of intercommunication, and where the requirements of ppdn;gry
traffic rendered it more particularly incumbent on the Government
to make the most mnecessary improvements, the d;l.ntonneumd
neglect which it has shown exceeds even that which marks
Bengal. Here in truth it was not one trunk road that was
required, but two or three main arteries of communication were
wanting to serve the traffic of the cotton distriet. = Yet it -will be
found, and is scarcely credible, that the only line leading into
the interior, which is for 72 miles, bridged, metalled, and kept in
order, is that which starting from Bombay, proceeds through the
Bhore Ghaut, no greaterdistance than to Poonah. This, the greatest
highway to the East for the internal commerce of the Presidency
comprises the enormous gradient of 1 in O on the Ghaut, which
is almost as prohibitive as a high customs duty. Whilst such is
the best road, the second is about 250 miles of the main trunk
line from Bombay. to Agrs, which is incomplete. The Thull
Ghaut Pass, which is on this line, is indeed improved to a gradient
of 1 in 20, but the road as a whole is in.a very bad state. Colonel
Grant says of it in his work, entitled * Cotton and Indian
Railways,” that in 1850 it was so bad from Bhewndy to the foot of
the Ghauts, that a new line was being surveyed. The same authority
informs us that to Nassic at the other side of the pass, the road
is neither metalled nor bridged, whilst as regards the roads from
Nassic towards the cotton districts, they are for the most part
cleared tracks. on which the draught is excessive. Such is the
state of the se.ond cartway passing into the interior from Bombay.
* These, however, are the great cotton roads of the Presidency
leading to Candeish and to Berar, which were they ever
passable or equal to the traffic which they serve—traffic by the
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‘cotton districts or o the

render comparatively useless. Asfowﬁwkgun&ﬂi he followi
letter, dated Bombay, Dec. 3:&, 1351, is sufficient proof
truth of our statement :—

“We have repeatedly before remar]:edupon the want of Mﬁ
roads as being the fatal bar to any material increase of trade in other
parts of the Bombay Presidency; and nowhere else in the world,
probably, would this want of means of transit to, from, and within
regions of great natural resources be tolerated, as it is here with
apparent indifference. The reason is, that the natives alone really
witness the obstacles to an extension of trade,—the business of
Europetns is confined to Bombay, and they make the most of the
produce they find there, leaving the question of supply euli:nlr&o
the natives.

“We have but one made road worthy of the name—that through
Candeish to Agra—and even that is in some parts almost im-
passable for lnden carts; yet from this road branches off these
bullock tracks by which the bulk of the produce of the fertile
valley of Berar finds its way to Bombay, and our own province of

Candeieh yields a gross revenue of mearly a quarter: million
‘sterling, of which so small a pittance is allowed for outlay on
yoads, that it has been insufficient even to keep in ‘repair those
“fair weather " tracks which have from time to time been made.
Tt'is true 'a railroad to pass through the country alluded to is
‘contemplated ; but so0 far only twenty-six miles of it has been
actually determined o, viz., from Bombay to Callian, the only part
‘of ‘the whole distance in which trade is oompm'a‘hvely independent
ofugoodmd having water earriage.” 01 el

* Another letter from Bombay, 25th June, 1852, is equally to the
‘point,and gains importance from being founded on the official report
of an important and highly efficient engineer officers=— - *
1% No previous-season has shown more palpably how seriously
the want of roads impedes the trade of the country. - Bervar, for
instnee, has produced this year the finest cotton crop we have
seen for very many. years, if ever ; the quality of much of it is

7
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-what purpose, so long as it eannot be conveyed to the eonst-where
alone it can be converted into money? A large portion of the
erop is still in the districts, and will not reach Bombay until
November and thereafter; much of it, in fact, will not. be de-
spatched until the following crop is being picked, owing to the
difficulties of transport over the wretched bullock tracks which
alone are available for two-thirds to three-fourths of the jonrney
to Bombay. Evem the high-road which serves for the remainder
of the distance is in many parfs in a disgraceful state ; and, in a
very interesting report by Captain Wingate, Revenue Survey
Commissioner, just printed by Goyernment, that officer deseribes
it ag ¢ the frightful and thoroughly execrable road from fhe Lhull
Ghaut through the Concan,’ and adds that its supersession by
such a road as has been made down the Ghaut itself is a ¢ measure
which is urgently required for the accommodation of the vast and
increasing traffic on the most important line of road in our Presi-
dency, with the single exception of that by the Bhore Ghaut.

#This report of Captain Wingate's to which we allude hag refer-
ence fo a contemplated survey and reassessment of the provinee of
Candeish which is contiguous fo Berar. The vast importance
of this measure will be judged of from the following statistics
which we extract from the report, and which will prebably not. be
deemed out of place here, nor fail to be of interest as showing
how truly our trade with the interior may be said to be yet in its
infancy. The whole Province of Candeish contains 12,078 square
miles, of which it is estimated that the arable portion is 9772,
Of this arable area, 1418 square miles are cultivated, and 8359
waste. The population of the whale province was 785,991
according to the census taken in 1851, The number of villages
in the whale province ig 88387, of which 1079 are now umins
habited. The soil of Candeish is stated to be superior in fertility.
to, and yields heavier crops than, that of the Deecan and Southern
Mahratta country (already surveyed by Osptain Wingate, and
which produces our ‘ Comptah ' cotfon). Although so much of
the country now lies a waste, * the traces of a former industry are
to be seen in the mango and tamarind trees, and the many ruined
walla which avo stil fo bo met with in tho neighbourhood of




suitable’ to the growth of exportable products, !Il!lh U cotton,
oil, and seeds,’ and he strongly urges wpon"
policy of great liberality in fixing the new rates of assessment so
as o encourage the immigration of new settlers, the grest
obstacle to an extended cultivation being a want of population,
while in some other parts of the Presidency there is almost 'a
redindancy. The operations of this important survey wi]l‘“
commenced as soon after the monsoon ns possible.” - :

* Candeish and Berar do not bear the palm from Guwraﬂ,-w!l&n
not a single made road and not a single bridge exist. The staté
of things in that province is thus described by the !dtllel!'*of
letters on the cotton and roads of Western India.

A’ gentleman, ligh in the service of the Eaat India Oom'pm)'
wrote home, August, 1650 :—

“T was very much surprised to read so bold an assertion
by Sir James Hogg, that we had roads in Guzerat. Why,
there is not a single mile of made rond in the length and breadth of
the whole land. You should send us out a few questions to
answer and return to you, which would co:ﬂplebelymm mdl
Mfmﬁthsmmdsoftbepeople" iy

- Before this suggestion reached England, mhqumw
been sent out to another resident in Guzerat, and T will presently
give the answers to them; but must first eite one or two more
letters from the above gentleman. Exhutethtt&(mﬂhnir’
the dry season), 27th of January, 1648 :— '

* %We left Broach soon after one o'clock in the dsy, bub did not'
réach this place, Kim Chokee, until seven pm.—It is’rm
twenty miles, and such a country that any pace beyond & walk is
almost impossible—holes and deep ruts the whole way. t!m'a’
perfect disgrace to our Grovernment to leave the
inernsl communication in such vm particularly when the
years ago to form wummﬁuﬁﬁa rive,
of two miles, by raising the black earth about two

"‘-‘-
o : -
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“but sitice first constrticted it has heen left to nature, and will of
W'ﬁn‘n%w ‘b as bad s befire any money: wits

on'it" uvery o eld passied D vivaeld adi

act of letter, September, 1849 - © 0 Il wimnd)
"y smcare]y hope before many ‘years w see l;ho‘ immense
resources of this rich country more developed.  Up to the present
‘period nothing has been done to improve it. A few rupees to
"mend a broken bund that may have cost lacs, only granted after
quires of correspondence, or when it is ﬁoo lnte to save a 'dobla
work from entire destruction.” o1 sl

" Extract of letter, May, 1850 :— | 1 ysedmoll ed
“Though in the Deccan and Concan money had been expendpd
“on roads, still in Guzerat, which fornishes the largest amount of
‘revenue, we had not a single mile of road or any other facility for
‘inland transit. I could give you a few good examples of the
“obstacles to our trade by the want of anything inthe shape
“of roads or crossings to the many small streams up which the
“high spring tide flows. During a late trip I made to the
"Dhollera Bunder, T wanted 4o go from one post to-another only
‘five cos distant, yet T had to travel ten cos, and was in the saddie
from daylight until three p.m. At one place I counted some
“twenty carts of merchandise all stuck in the mud, owing to!the
‘spring tide having overflowed a considerable track of rather low
“ground; T rode through it with difficulty. At another placed
“was obliged fo halt for some hours to allow the tide to run out.
Al this took place at localities I have frequently ridden over
“without a particle of mud or water. Merchandise from Dhollera
"o the north had to make a circuit of twenty cos, ortwo days’
“journey, owing to these obstacles. I reportod them ‘to the

‘éon'emm 3y ad I
“In Guzerat, in fact, though the cotton fields my mmnf thm
“be more than twenty-five or thirty miles from the shipping ports,
“still these twenty-five or thirty miles of track are as bad as bad
ean be; and, in addition, for want of adequate piers onthe
Myhee, and Taptee rivers, cotton has to- be 'rolled

 through the mud to reach the Bombay market. - ”*‘i P

1



theDeputyOhmm that no pmmerequm&%m
Chairman himself said the same thing in ¥ :
‘Thereis no foundation whatever for these ;
mediate vicinity of Surat, Bro»ch,md'.l?ankam.

‘aliogether lost sight of, that whilst from places within 100,
-of Phellera, near?100,000 bales of cotton found their way
the most serious impediments existed to the transit from that place
to Bombay, there being mo roads or bridges within our own
territory ; and the difficulty being uggra.vatedbythu,%u
sufficient time was often wanting to prepare cotton for

‘between the ripening of the harvest in February and the W
in of the south-west monsoon, there were material qbstaclu to ﬁhﬂ
timely  transport of the crops to the seaboard vessels lqmung
Dholera after thes15th of May, which therefore stood but little

“oursown terrifories, thero are no made roads and m%ﬁ

chance of reaching Bombay that season. Indéed, whole ﬂeetu ;

might be yearly seen frequently forced to refuge in the numerous
rivers between Surat and Bombay, and all this for want of common
“passable roads.
~'Bombay, it must be borne in mind, is tha only lnrqu-
‘throughout Western India which admits of the ingress and
‘egress of ‘ships ‘at all seasons of the year. Another immense
advantage which it - possesses is, that it is the nearvest sea-
‘board to the magnificent cotton-field of Berar which yields, and
is-capable of yielding to an almost unlimited extent, the very: best
“indigepous cotton, superior in whiteness, and for retenfion of the
‘dye; toany which bhas yet found its way into this country,

admirably adapted therefore for the home and European warkets -

Mléﬂyru m?*thma ndvmhgas had been set forth pntlt

~was'inherent in-so important & society. It said— = .~
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expenses as it has lately been from increased prices.' - 0
* #Thus, with proper management we might reasonably expect
to see the exports of the country in this staple alone, swelling
at the rate of 100,000 bules per anmum, and amounting probably,
at no distant period, to s million of bales. And what would be
the consequence in other sespects P Besides benefiting - the
revenue, and improving the condition of the people of India;
such a trade would give employment to a vast amoumb of
British shipping (400,000 tons), at the same time thabib created
a greater demand for the manufactures of the mother country.
"% Tpon the trade in salt, the effect of improved means of
c¢ommunication probably would be equally great. The first cost
of this article is but trifling, amounting in general to less than an
cighth of the sum paid for its transportation to the market of
Oomrawntty. Anything therefore, which reduced the latber;
would, to an almost equal extent, affect the price of this great
nocessary of life to the consumer in Central India; who at present,
from being foreed to supply himself with it by means of a slow
and laborious land-carriage of 600 miles, finds it one of the most
expensive articles of food. There ean be little doubt, therefore;
that a reduction of fifty per cent. in its price, which might be
offected by good roads, would at least double the quantity
¢onsumed, and that instead of the trade in it being limited ta
200,000 bulleek loads, it would soon exceed twice that amount.
¢ Nor is it in cotton and salt alone that an improvement of this
kind would take place. Every description of raw and bulky
produce, such as wool, hemp, and dye-stuffs, suffers in an equal
degree by the present state of things; the effect of which, in
many ecases, may be estimated as doubling and trebling their
price; between the place of cultivation and the sea coast, where a
large market for them alone exists. Great, therefore; as the field
unquestionably is for improvement in India in the mode ‘of
eultivating and preparing its products for market; and beneficial
as the introduction of new articles of produce, suited to the wants
of Burope, as well as to those of the native population would be, the
simplest, surest, and most important step towards: bettering the

¥
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towns in this eountry,~mnot by the British in
mﬂuﬁghﬂeﬂmﬁepﬁﬁwn&mﬂmﬂmﬁ“
classes of the natives, as well as Europeans, of that settlement; but
emanating from an enlightened section of the Royal Asiatie
Society, consisting of a Mount Stuart Elphinstone; a Johnstony
4 Holt Mackenzie, an Hilis, a Briggs, a Malcolmson, and a Gora
Ouseley. The only reply vouchsafed to their representation was;
that it would be brought to the notice of the Govermment of
India, and that the abstract statement on the same oceasion
applied for; of the roads executed in the preceding twenty years;
éould not be supplied, arrangements having been subsequently
made for the supersession of the gratuitous services of these
patriotie gentlemen from which such advantages had been cone
templated. The result has been—and can we wonder at it P—that
produce has deereased, and that partieularly with reference o
that of Berar, during the last seven years, a notable falling off is
visible up to the present fime in the exports ofﬂxeeaﬁm
staple alone.

“ Reviewing and deeply lamenting the very little, in &ewd
improving these great commereial thoroughfares, which-had been
effected over the intervening space of ten years, Mr. Williamson
Ramsay, the late experienced and energetic revenue commissioner
of the Decean, re-nwakened the authorities of this country by the
publication of two letters in 1846, addressed to Lord W harneliffe;
a warm advocate of every measure directed to the improved access
with the El Dorado of Berar. The Notes from Khamgaum, of about
the same date, on which he based this ﬁe«nhquhﬁm
stated as follows :—  ° e ot

~ “The soil throughout the greatest portion d‘tlw provinee is
uncommonly rich and fit for culfivation of cotton.
obstacles to the almost unlimited production of the staple are,
primarily, the difficulty of transport from the place of cultivation
h“mt! TR e T Pt e e



it -t T s e

i 4

oo five anidon of thoiextent to whick the first of these!
it ‘present; operated, ‘it is' necessary to state that the price of
transport amounts to from 5 to § ‘rupees per bulloek-load, between
Khamgaum and M-y ‘or allowing ‘three bullock-loads  to- the
canidy of 784 Ib. avoirdupoise, to 15 to 24 rupees per cindy.
Taking the price of eotton at, say 20-rapees per load; 060 rupees
per-candy, it will give dbout an average of 824 per cent:. upon the
firsbogost. -~ But this s not-all. - The time ocenpied -on' the route
between Berar and Bombay is very great.. A Jaden:bullock
travels only at the rate of from six to nine miles a-day; and - often
from lameness, fatigue,  and other causcs, is obliged to-remain
stationary for days! together.. About sixty days: therefore are
vequired to effect the transit between the place of eultivation and
the coast; and as the cotton of Berar does not appear in the local
market much before February, and is not cleaned and prepaved
before April, it requires the utmost exertion to bring:any portion
of it to Bombay previous to the setting in of the south-west
minsoon ; while it invariably happens that large quantities-are
caught on the road by the rain, and if not destroyed, are greatly
damaged by becoming wet, mouldy, and black. . Besides,in’such
cases numbers of the cattle used for transport arve killed from
overwork, as in addition to the anxiety felt to push them:on to
the utmost to avoid the effects of the rain, the cotton with which
they are daden, from absorbing quantifies of meisture, beeomes
double its-original weight, and actually crushes the animal to; the
ground.. - It frequently happens, therefore, owing to. this, and
other causes 1 have mentioned, that hundreds of their carcases are
to/be met with just previous to the monsoon, mwed alongithe
paths they have traversed.” . .., . rayr o e ol 1o abeidd
+ Reviewing the seven years mtmonmgm ethaxepnesemnhh
just. quoted, although we are permitted to record the complete
Ancilities - which have vecently been addéd to the -ascent of: the
Thull Ghaut, and the construetion of a,Moorum road from its
-summitin. the- divection of Agra, it must be obvious that as fur
‘only as to Chandore is such improved main artery subservient to
the traffic with Berar; thourtmdﬁvmthat;ﬂammﬁe

direction of Khamgaum not Bavir *wwpomd, while below
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in 1852, &Mnmm of the WM '
revising the assessment of Candeish, in which he statesa— ...« /1
. “The Candeish carts are fast appropriating the itraffie of the
Brinjarries,” and will doubtless succeed in doing so to amuch greater
extent, whenever the frightful and thoroughly execrable road from
the Thull Ghaut throngh the Concan issuperseded by such aroad-as
has been made over the Ghaut itself, a measure which:is urgently
required for the accommodation of a vast and increasing traffie; on
the most important line of road in our Presideney, with the single
exception «of that by the Bhore Ghaut.” He goes on to say,
# [Phese facts account for the cultivatorsof Candeish being ablesto
pay higher rates than elsewhere. But while fully admitting this,
1 am satisfied that the present rates are much too highy and for
reasons already gmm,l am of opinion that avery hhulll reduction

unqmed" 57 of Jiip
ﬁnnﬂntemyubome by another pubhcfumhom&.
Gm,whoobmves +— rabyiigg

% Liberal and admirable as the new assessment is, and essential
‘a8 it undoubtedly was, as the first step towards any improvement
dn Candeish, it is clear that something much greater still must be
‘aecomplished. It is altogether impossible that a people raising
merely bulky and coarse agricultural produce, should ever be able
to pay a'money revenue of any amount ; and their abundant erops
cannot have a ready and remunerative sale, unless the means of
internal communication ave sufficiently improved.”” '« - o e
1 From the foregoing it demonstratively appears that about two-
thirds of the mainway through our own territory, from Kassaley-
‘bunder towards Khamgaum, a total distance of only 250 miles, is in
‘the same wretehed and inefficient state as at the commencenent
of the present charter ; and here it calls for observation that so fur
from the assertion made in Parliament in the debate, June, 1850,
ﬂzwm % that ' all the stories about the earriage of eotton
on’ +backs were unfounded,” ‘it appears by the official
il nk ssghp ds03 ol baers e it croretl @iy i) B
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. and published account, of 1853, that 62,115 bullocks were employed. -
last year in the conveyance of cotton down.the Thull Ghaut;
22,930 more laden with grain, and 35,119 with salt, not to men-
tion miscellaneous traffic te a much larger amounnt of tonnage;
having for a great part been so conveyed. . o0
- Of the western provinces generally; it may be said, that the
greatest want of the means of fransit prevails throughout the
whole of them, The eountry, from Bombay to Qomuiwutty and
Nagpore, and from Poonah towards the Godavery, came into our
possession in 1818, and efforts were made by Mr. Elphinstone,
who was then commissioner; to improve the transit, but great
difficulties were found from the price of making the roads; the
expense and difficulty there was in getting permission from the,
Conrt of Direclors in Fngland to expend the sums which were
recommended for making these roads, Roads were, however;
made, but bardly any bridges, and the consequence was that the
roads were isolated between rivers, and as there was no means of
passing those rivers conveniently on earts, the traffic was merely
between one river and another on carts ; the trade of the country
i8 therefore not much changed since that; still, a great number
of pack bullocks are employed in conveying the merchandise of
the eountry., These roads, Lieut-Gen, Briggs says, are after.all
only improved cart-tracks, or Collector’s road.*

The accounts of the roads in the South Mahratta eouatry,
in a letter published in December, 1850, are curious :—* Erom
Belgaum to Dharwar is a made road, not a real one,” on which
says the Collector, “Therp are many serious obstacles. ' To the -
porte on the eeast north of Coomptah, from the larger and in-
creasing cotbon distriets north of Dharwar in the Nizam’s country, 3
and the Sholapore and Belgaum collectorates, the roads which did
exist are entirely neglected. Fifteen miles from Koombarlee Ghaut
to Chiploon, which were auciently paved, are none the better for
it now, and though a new road was surveyed and reported om.in
1828, it has never been made. To Vegjyegurh, the roads are faere
tracks, though the. harbour is decp.... The Bengal, and. home,

upﬁhcnhap wmahmedmhmahngahmnfw ‘rough.
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attempted by carriages, from the  infterior to mm
excellent harbour. The only improvements, in fact, are those
lately undertaken, by which tho Phoonda, and MM
between that and Bombay will be passable.? -

- There is o voad 70 miles long, from Belgaum ﬁrmih
the coast; which is ‘entirely unbridged, besides being made to
mw&uw”mﬁlﬂmm&“
@haiits ey L vl i w«;uhf

hmhﬂigmnﬁmobwrnddthumadi‘qlmmt
Mﬁdmaﬁhmptmganuhmmoﬂhehum?mm
bad and impraeticable roads as this in the transportation of mili
tary stores. - It was supposed to undergo annual repairs, but one:
geason it was mot touched, and consequently beeame impassable;
so much so that the cartmen had to make the road passable with
small pickers, which they invariably carry; and combining together,
they get over the ground with difficulty. As each ecart crosses;
the bullocks are taken to drag a loaded eart out of the river, and
in7this manner they ascend the Ghaut, by adding bulloeks as
required, and returning to bring up earts in the rear: the loss of
time thus occasioned is lamentable. methemtdbnd’geq
even foot-passengers ave eut off for days." |
The Dharwar road is the last we need mention, within this Pre«

sideney, that has any pretensions to the name. It was recently
constructed from Dharwar to Sirsee, and thence to Coomptah, on
the coast ; but, as usual, it wants bridges. Vet here;as everys
- where else in India, experience shows that negleet of public works

has produced decline of revenue, and thad mmw

has inereased it. - Ari Al

"# Gruzerat, before it eame into our possession,” says the writer

of # Letters on the Ootton and Roads of Western India,” “ had

‘more opulent inhabitants than the contiguous populations of

Candeish and the Deccan, and were remarkable for their amiable

and hospitable manners. The liberality of the native rulers in
@ shange:of mayie inperedp. chengs of gireumsiences ik
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of British sovereignty, and with this; I ani-sorryto say; anentire
mmm@?ﬂuw works.” ™. -1-'-1;711({‘7;; i odT

; -But deterioration of the people is not-alone the result of want
of roads. The system produces, as a-consequence: still more to be
deplored; the prevalence- of local famines, one ‘of which was felt-with
_great severity during the monsoon of 1823, in the conntry-between
Poonah and Candeish. 1t appears from undeniable evidence that
avhilst grain was so plentiful in  Candeish as to sell at 8 shillings
a quarter, it liad risen at Aurungabad to 84 shillings, and.at
Poonah-tg 64, and then to 76 shillings a quarter. The monsoon had
istopped the  tracks between Candeish and Poonah, and all the
agonies of famine were felt by the inhabitants of one well-peopled
district, whilst in another, not distant 800 miles, the: ﬁnentgmn

was purchaseable for next to nothing.

1 Such fatal consequeneces, such reckless loss of hnmm hven, was
the more unpardonable, as in the whole of India the smallest
instalment of publie work in roads is sure to pay cmandgm
again the cost of its formation. et Wi

A few years before 1848, Mr. J. A. Turner ventured to suggest
to the Court of Directors the making of the road from Bombay to
Coomptah on the coast, or rather the improvement of a-distance of
six miles onaroad already traced.t After n considerable delay, the
road was sanctioned, but remained impassable for carts ; bnt: the
wffect-of the road as far as Sirsee was quite remarkable. - 'When at
was finished,in 1840-41,101 carts travelled uponit the first year, and
in the two years afterwards 443 carts. Incomplete as the road was,
ithe traffic of the port of Coompiah, during three years, had increased
from 160,000%. to 400,0001., and the Customs had increasedfrom
46620 per annum to 18,0156/ on imports and exports ;. but:though
the custom duties of that place increased from 46621 to 18,0151,
~within three years, still 40 miles: of road, available only for pack
the profits of the revenue, remain unmade. o e

The Bhore Ghaut and Jubbulpore roads are also instances of
 great, too great, profit on publie works. Commﬁuaimﬁhe

* Cotton Rep., 1848, p. 270. + Bnggl, Oowm &'p., 1848 p 88.
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The Jubbulpore road between Jubbulpore and Benares; setved

farthAdsibryens il firvins cimitresieddfoidei ool s |

‘person was then placed to ascertain the number; and in three years

after that, in 1888, the traffic had amounted to 6000 earts:*
++ There may; however, be difficulties in making roads in Indin.
Lord Ellenborough bore testimony to their cheapness in his speesh
of May 8, 1838, and a gentleman of experience on this point, in'a
pamphlet on the cultivation of cotton in India, tells ug w00 &
i Roads are to be made in India for a less-sum than in any othér
‘counltry ;8004 per mile: would pay for any road; and the gmall
‘amount 'held up, 'as an additional reason why Gwarmﬂmﬂrlt&ib
blame for not having constructed them. R
“I speak advisedly, however, when I affirm’ that" ﬂv‘fhm

‘estimate is much too high, and that India might be eoveredwith
roads for 4507, per mile, and I would willingly contract toexecute

‘any mumber of miles at that rate; The great trank: l'odtl‘llu
been constructed for less than this per mile.”¢ Ad @k
“Iideutenant-General Briggs on the same point sayst— 7' /.

' X guperintended the construction of ‘a road made entirely
‘by matives, for the Rajah of Sattarah; it was 36 miles long,
18 feet wide, with drains andwsmall bridges for the whole
distance, and the expense did not exceed 1507 a mile. There s
plenty of material at hand all over Indig, no deeper than five féet
below ‘the surface.” As’ for the difficulty of preserving them
-when ‘made.—# There is no difficulty in retaining the roadsin
India, any more than in other countries ; it has been asserted, I
’know, that in consequence of the heavy Tains the roads would be
~washed away ; but if they are properly made, and culverts built
to earry off the water, that would not happen. There is'a
‘toadon the Bhore Ghaut which was once almost a complete
‘swamp, and was impassable during the rain altogether; ill the
raised rpsd was made, and it has lasted for upwards of thirby years.

Yo Banigntasi osla. ey .mm% lm aiple) sooddl wbl

/14 /0w the Caltivation"of Cotton in Tadia, pp. 824" nynmm
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Tt is ‘evident from what precedes, that Bombay is nearly as
badly off for roads as Bengal; and that up to the present time,
the countries within the reach of its ports, noted for the growth
of eatton, arve so erippled by the bad state of intercommunications,
that that production which might have been immense is absolutély
null,  So miserably inadequate indeed are the existing means of
communication with the interior, that the benefit derived from
them may be said not to be felt, and to be immeasurably small
when compared with those which might be derived from their
extension.

““Yet the Bombay government has made about 550 miles only
of rond, in thirty years’' * says Mr. Williamson. The expenditure
on ‘works of irrigation, and on the construction of roads and
bridges for ten years, ending 1845-6, was only B99,2767.,1, this
Presidency being one, on which as we have shown, the cost of
superintendence was enormously high.

That roads, eanals, and irrigation in our Indian possessions may
still be classed among the category of wants, now remains beyond
a doubt ; that from the absence of the first and second of these
wants, the people have been kept in a state far lower than it con-
cerns the safety of the country that they should remain, is evident;
for they have been cut off from markets, where not only the pro-
duee of the interior would find a profitable outlet, but the British
goods, jwhich at present are imported in proportion of two-thirds
less to India than to other countries more favourably eonditioned,
would gain in value and increase in number ; and furnish to the
natives at prices not above their means, comforts, which at present
are denied to them; they have been reduced to the tremendous
sufferings of local famines, by the impossibility of equalising
prices on the commonest articles of food, from want of inter-
communieation. They are kept ill-clad, ill-fed, and abject in every
degree, by the same cause, which closes to British enterprise a

* Mr, Williamson's evid., Cotton Rep., 1848, p. 170.
+ India Public Works Rep., 1851, p. 208,



m,msqﬂm which we mpp]gr mmw
and the United States ; and the effects of such a state of things
ml\!hbetofomdneontontandmspmwofwm 1

From the absence of irrigation, vast tracts which mghﬂ“-
fertilised, remain barren, and are profitless, notwithstanding the
known results of such improvements in producing inerease of
revenue ; results which might become still greater were the bene-
fits attending roads through irrigated districts more fully felt
and thoroughly attended to.

These wants, however, will never. be supplied so long uﬂn
present system remains in force. Neglect, recklessness, delay,
misappropriation of funds to swell revenue, instead of furthering
improvement, are proved against the Company. A vast reform
will be required. Where great thorough lines of intercommuni~
cations are requirved, railroads must be made, and that speedily-—
not at the present creeping pace ; roads to meet the most import-
ant internal lines must be bridged, metalled, and completed;
canals be fitted for navigation as well as irrigation; and whilst
the profit obtained from completed works is devoted to necessary
repars and fresh improvements, the niggardly expenditure of the
present day must be changed for one commensurate with the
importance of our Indian territories. Let us, in fine, initiate some
new system of policy which shall have for one of its objects
the material improvement of India, upon which not only depends:
the future welfare of the people of that country, but the pross.
perity of that greatest of English interests—British manufactures.
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INDIA REFORM SOCIETY.

—_— .

Ox Baturday, the 12th of March, o’ Meeting of the Friends of India was
in Charles Street, St. James's Bquare, with & view of bringing public
to bear on the Imperial Parliament in the case of Indis, so as to o due
attention to the complaints and claims of the inHabitants of that vast empire.
H. D. Seymour, Esq., M.P,, having been cl!'kd to the chair, the following
Resolutions were agreed to by the Meeting :—

1. That the character of L{u alterations to be effected in the constitution
of our Indian Government at the termination of the East India m
Charter Act, on the 30th of April, 1854, is a question which de
most nmple and most serious consideration.

2. That although Committees of both Houses of Parliament have been
appointed, in conformity with the practice on each preceding renewal of the
Charter Act, for the purpose of investigating the nature and l‘ie results of our
Indian Administration, those Committees have been appointed on the p t
occagion at a period so much later than usual, that the interval of time
remaining before the expiration of the existing powers of the East India
Company, is too ghort to permit the possibility of collecting such evidence as
would show what alterations are required in our Indian Government.

8. That the inquiry now being pr, ted by Ccmmittees of the Legislature
will be altogether uneatisfactory,if it be confined to the evidence of officials
and of servants of the East India Company, and conducted and terminated
without reference to the jetitions and wishes of the more intelligent of the
natives of India. z

4. That it is the duty of the friends of India to insist upon a temporary Act
to continue the present government of India for arperiod not exceeding three
years, so that thwe may be given for such full inquiry and deliberation as will
enable Parlinment within that period to legislate pexmaonently for the future
administration of our Indian Empire.

5. That, in order to obtain such a measure, this Meeting constitutes itself

. an “ India Reform Society,” and nomes the undermenticned gentlemen as a
Committee,

T. Barxes, Esq.,, M.P T. Husr,
Bewr, , M.P, E. J. Hurcuiws, Esq,, M.P,
W. Biogs, Esq., M.P. P. F. C. Jonwssrone, Esqg
J. F. B. Brackert, Esqg, M.P. T. Kesxepy, Esq, M. P,
G wyEn, Esq, M.F. M. Lrwix,
J. Bucnr, Esq, M.P. F. Lvcas, Esq. M.P.
F. C. Browx, Esq. J. Macaw, Esq., M.P.
Hi A Bnucf,, Esg, M.P, T, Mc o, Esg
Cor. J. M. Cavvrrerp, M.P. E. Mravy, Esq., M.P.
J. ETHAM, Feg MP, G. H. Moorg, Feq., M. P
W. H. CLarkr, Esq. B, Ouvema, Esq M.
8. Crawronp, Esq A J. O1twary, Feq, M.P .
M. W. Pracockk, Esq., M.P,

et S % P Esq., M
- ICKINBON, ¥ PELEY I'ELLATT, .
M. G. FieLpEN, En'a.. M.P. o J. PugixGTON, fEev. i.l’
LiguT.-GEN, Sk J, ¥. FITZGERALD, J. onE, Esq, M.P.
K.C.B.,, M.P. T. Pmivw, Esq, M.P.
M, Fomrsten, Esqg., M.P. H. R Esq.
F. Fuexcn, Esq, M.P W. Bem » MLP
R. Garpxer, Esq., M.P H. D, Seymour, Esq., M
Riomr Hox. T. M. Gimsox, M.P. W. D, BEEYMOUR, M.P.
~  Viscouwt GopericH, M.P, J. B. Smrrn, Esq i3
G, HaprieLp, Esq. M.P, J. BuLLivarw, Esq.
W. Hancovrr, Esq. G. Tuompsos, Esq, M.P.
L. HevwortH, Esq. M.P. F. Wanrey, Esq
C. Hixprey, Esq, M.P. J. A. Wisz, Eeq. M.P,

Onnﬁﬂ)on- dence on all matters cgnected with the Sociely to be nddressed
a:.;wﬂ:'e on. Secretary, by whem :i;cﬁp‘hmmll beroed?;ad in.ddofﬂ.l

#% + JOHN DICKINEON, Jux, Hom S,
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1.—GOVERNMENT OF INDIA SINCE 1884.
0.—THE FINANCES OF INDIA.

8.—NOTES ON INDIA,

By Dr. BUIST, OF BOMBAY,.

4.—THE NATIVE STATES OF INDIA.

6.—AN EXTRACT FROM MILL’S HISTORY,
ON THE DOUBLE GOVERNMENT '

AND OBSERVATIONS ON THE EVIDENCE GIVEN BEFOKE THE
PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE, BY J, SULLIVAN, ESQ.

6.—INDIA UNDER A BUREAUCRACY.
By J. DICKINSON, Jux., M.R.A.S. FR.S.G.

7.—~INDIAN WRONGS WITHOUT
A REMEDY:

ILLUSTRATED BY THE CARNATIC; SATTARAH, PARSEE
AND COORG CASES.

8.—~PUBLIC WORKS. ;

Preparing for publication.

10—NATURE OF THE INDIA QUESTION
AND OF THE EVIDENCE UPON IT. y
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INDIA REFORM.

THE STATE AND GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
UNDER ITS NATIVE RULERS.

We threaten to appropriate the territories of the Native
Princes, our allies, upon the strength mainly of our own
virtues, and of their vices. All Native Governments, we say,
are bad ; all Native Governors are tyrants and sensualists.
Their subjects are groaning under oppression, and we are
bound to relieve them ; all who wear turbans are worthless—
all who wear hats are worthy. There was no good Govern-
ment in India until the advent of the Anglo-Saxon ; it is the
Anglo-Saxon who has taught the Indian the arts of civil life,
and who shows him what Government ought to be. The
ruins of the tombs and temples of ancient Greece and Rome
are worthy of all admiration; they are proofs of the genius
and taste of the people who created them : the more magni-
ficent ruins of Ancient India are monuments only of ostenta-
tion and selfishness. “I contemplated those ruins,” said
Lord Ellenborough, “with admiration of our predecessors,
“ and with humiliation at our own short-comings.”” “ You
“ might as well be humiliated by the sight of the Pyramids,”
was the retort of Lord Aberdeen. ¥ i

‘What is deserving of all praise in the West, is not praise-
worthy in the East. When we see great works of utility and
ornament in the West, we pronounce them to be evidence of
prosperous and tranquil Governments; but similar works in
the East seem to lead us to a different judgment, At this
moment we are dependent for millions of our revenue upon
magnificent works of irrigation, constructed by our prede-
cessors, the country is strewed with the remains of similar
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mpmxmly y efforts at imm EERR
~ We found the psople of India, it is said, abject, degnded 4
false, to the very core. Mussulman dominion had called into
full activity all the bad qualities which Hindooism has in
itself a fatal tendency to generate. The most indolent and
selfish of our own Governors have been models of benevo-
lence and beneficence when compared with the greatest of the
Native Sovereigns. The luxurious selfishness of the Moghul
Emperors depressed and enfeebled the people. Their prede-
cessors were either umnscrupulous tyrants, or indolent
debauchees. Nor were their successors, the Ghilji Sove-
reigns, any better.

Having the command of the publie press in this country,
and the sympathy of the public mind with us, it is an easy
task thus to exalt ourselves at the expense of our pre-
decessors. We tell our own story, and our testimony is
nmmpeachable ; but if we find any thing favourable related
of those who have preceded us, the accounts we pronounce
to be suspicious, We contrast the Moghul conguests of
the fourteenth century with the “victorious, mild and mer-
¢ ciful progress of the British arms in the East in the nine-
€ teenth.,” But, if our object was a fair one, we should
contrast the Mussulman invasion of Hindostan, with the con-
temporaneous Norman invasion of England—the characters
of the Mussulman Sovereigns with their contemporaries in
the West—their Indian wars of the fourteenth century with
our French wars, or with the Crusades—the effect of the
Mahomedan conquest upon the characters of the Hindoo,
with the effect of the Norman conquest upon the Anglo-
Baxon, when “ to be called an Englishman was considered as
# a reproach—when those who were appointed to administer
“ justice were the fountains of all iniquity—when magistrates,
* whose duty it was to pronounce righteous judgments were
¢ the most cruel of all tyrants, and greater plunderers than
 common thieves and robbers ;’-—when the great men were
inflamed with such a rage of money, that they caved not by
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~ The history oftheMahomednﬂynm‘humIﬁu is fall,
it is said, of lamentable instances of the cruelty and rapacity
of the early conquerors, not without precedent, howevu,h
contemporary Christian historgy; for when Jerusalem was
taken by the first Crusaders, at the end of the 11th century;
the garrison, consisting of 40,000 men, “was put to the
“ sword without distinction ; arms protected not the brave,
“nor submission the timid; no age or sex received merey ;
“ infants perished by the same sword that pierced their
“ mothers. The streets of Jerusalem were covered with heaps
“ of slain, and the shrieks of agony and despair resounded
“ from every house.” When Louis VII. of France, in the
12th century, “ made himself master of the town of Vitri, he
“ ordered it to be set on fire ; in consequence of thisinhuman
“ order, 1300 persons who had taken refuge, perished in the
“ flames.” In England, at the same time, under our Ste-
phen, war “ was carried on with so much fury, that the land
“ was left uncultivated, and the instruments of husbandry
“ were destroyed or abandoned :” and the resultiofiour French
wars in the 14th century, was a state of thingﬁ “ more hor-
““ rible and destructive than was ever experienced in any age
“ or country.” The insatiable cruelty of the Mohamedan
conquerors, it is said, stands recorded upon more undeniable
authority, than the insatiable benevolence of the Mohamedan
conquerors. We have abundant testimony of the cruelty of
contemporary Christian conquerors, have we any evidence d
their benevolence ? -

As attempts are thus systematically made, in bulky volumes,
to run d he character of Native Governments and Native
5 in order that we may have a fair pretext for
seizing upon their possessions, it becomes necessary to shew
that we have a Christian Roland for every Native Oliver:
that if the Mussulman conquerors of India were cruel and
rapacious, they were matched by their Christian contempo<
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onrselm upon the result. “When we oumpure obhumnn-
“tries with England,” said a sagacious observer,* “we usually
“'speak of England as she now. is, we scarcely ever think of
#\going back beyond the Reformation, and we are apt to regard -
#gvery foreign country ‘@syignorant and uncivilized, whose
¢ state of improvement does not in some degree approximate
“to our own, even though it should be higher than our own
¢ was at no distant period.” It would be almost as fair to
eompare India in the 16th with England in the 19th century,
as it would be to compare the two countries in the first cen-
taries of the Christian era, when India was at the fop of civi-
lization, and England at the bottom. India had gradually
declined in civilization, from the date of the invasion of
Alexander, up to the time of the first Mussulman conquest ;
but wehave abundant testimony to prove, that at that date,
and for centuries before it, her people enjoyed a high degree
of prosperity, which continued to the breaking up of the
Moghul Empire early in the 18th century.

"h
THE STATE OF INDIA AT THE TIME OF
- GREEK INVASION.

“ Arvthe descriptions of the parts of India visited by the
“ Greeks,” Mr. Elphinstone tells us, “give the idea of a
“ country teeming with population, and enjoying the highest
“ degree of prosperity.” There were 1500 cities between the
Hydaspes and the Hyphasis. Palilothra was eight miles long,
and one and a half broad, defended by a deep ditgh and high
rampart, with 570 towers and 164 gates. The%
eowmercial cities and posts for foreign trade, whi
tioned in the Periplus attest the progress of theludum ina
«department which more than any other shews. ﬁm advanced
condition of a nation. Arrian mentions with M that

St e wdweown® Sir Thowas Munre. o1




speak of the bravery of the Indmnsrmmoppmed toﬁ% .
as superior to that of other nations with whom they had to
contend in Asia. They spoke of the police as excellent. In
the camp of Sandracotus, consisting of 400,000 men, the
sums stolen did not amount to more than about £3 daily.
Justice was administered by the King and his assessors. The
revenue was derived from the land, which was said to belong
to the King: it amounted to one-fourth of the produce,
The fields were all measured, and the water carefully distri-
buted for irrigation ; taxes were imposed upon trade, and an
income-tax levied from merchants and traders. ,Royal roads
are spoken of by Strabo, and mile stones; the way-chariots
were drawn by horses in time of war, and by oxen on a march,
The arts, though simple, were far from being in a rude state.
Gold, gems, silks, and ornaments were in all families; the
professions mentioned shew all that is necessary to civilized
life. The number of grains, spices, &c. which were grown,
afford proofs that the country was in a high state of cultiva-
tion. “Their institutions were less rude, their cenduct to
“ their enemies more humane, their general learning much
““ more considerable, and in the knowledge of the being and
“ nature of God, they were already in possession of a.llght
 which was but faintly perceived, even by the loftiest intel-
“ Jects in the best days of Athens.”*

In the time of Avoca, a Hindoo Sovereign, who reigned
some centuries before the Christian era, his edict columns
bear testimony to the extent of his dominions, and the
civilized character of his Government; since they contain
orders “ for establishing hospitals and dispensaries through-
“ out his empire; as well as for planting trees and digging
“ wells along the public highways;” and fifty-six years a.c.
another Hindoo Sovereign, Vicbrermadiytia, is represented
to have been a powerful monmh,whomhdamahsqdﬂﬂ
mmm@y :

© * Elphistone’s History of Indis, wel.i. . -
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the kingdom of Canouij,
of the Temple of Somnath, ~~ * cAis
+ Many of the Sovercigns of each of the Mussulman dynas-
‘ties were men of extraordinary character. The prudence,
aci:fnty, and enterprwe of Mahommed of Giuzni, and his
#eouragement of literature and the arts, were consplcﬂ’ohk
“ he shewed so much munificence to individuals of eminence,
“that his capital exhibited a greater assemblage of literary
" gemus than any other monarch in Asia has ever been able
‘7 to produce. If rapacious in acquiring wealth, he was
“ unrivalled in the judgment and grandeur with which: he
“ knew how to expend it.”

1lis four immediate successors were patrons of literature
and the’ a.rts, and acceptable to their subjects as good
govmora Can we say as much for their eontemporaries,
William the Norman and his descendants, in the twelfth ahﬂ
thirteenth centuries? It is generally supposed that the c6n-
q'uest of India by the Mahomedans was an easy task, but
history tells us that none of the Hindoo principalities f
without a severe struggle ; that some of them were never su
ape:l but remain substantive States at this moment, and that
Shahab-u-Deen , the first founder of the Ma‘homeﬂm empire
3 .i;n.lndm, towards the end of the twelfth oentury, was mg-ﬂaﬁy
Eafea:ed by the Rajpoot Sovereign of Delhi. *

One of his successors, Koortub-u-deen, who erected the
Koartub Mmar, “the highest column in the world,” and riéhf '
,lf: a mosque. which for grandeur of ‘design and elegance of
cxaounon, ‘was equal to any thing in India, wd&’genﬁ'@y
A Pelﬁved for the frankness and generosity of his
© an left a pe'l'manent reputatlonﬂ & Jus!: ‘and wﬁ(ﬁﬁaw “
: 'B.ezm "mlenﬂowbd;” sa) mnwfm
pnnear’ ﬂrﬂle,“ﬂ'hﬂ 10




.;«fThﬂHméw k;nsdom oflcmatund :
 established about the middle of the 14th century.
wﬂl ;ta capital, Bijanuggur, “attamedto a pl'

.‘f' ﬂm md auch was the mutual esh.mntxon
Hindoo and Mussulman Sovereigns of the Decka.n. h;
‘marriages ;I'.ook place between them, Hmdnm wq,ra

Hmdoo, and one Ra._]a.h of .Bljannggur bullt a
Mahomedan subjects,* In the reign of Mallo:"' d
A, 1351, there was an mlmnahly regula.te& horsé
'post from. the frontier to the capital. That capital, Dell
-3s described as a most magmﬁcent city, 1!3 mosqug, S0,
walls without an equal on the earth. . g

- The public works of his successor, Feror. Sh.a.h,
-ﬁo dams across rivers to proznote ngatwn, 40 n

g

Jgggma where it lea.ves the mountams of Cn;'na'l, tb
‘_Huw. awerk whwh.haa been. put.mlly raatgxeti‘bg t




"ﬁdmua powerful city, filled with gold, Eﬂi‘eriﬂ
precious stones. His accounts are corroborated by those of
Barbora and Bartema, who travelled in the early part of the
16th century. The former in particular describes Cambay
a8 a remarkably well built city, situated in a beautiful and
fertile country, filled with merchants of all nations, and with
artizans and manufacturers like those of Flanders, Ceaesar
Frederic gives a similar accomnt of Guzerat, and Ibn
Batuta, who travelled during the anarchy and oppression of
Mohammed Tagluk’s reign, in the middle of the 15th century,
when insurrections were reigning in most parts of the country,
enumerates many large and populons towns and cities, and
gives a high impression of the state in which the country
must have been before it fell into disorder,

Abdurizag, an ambassador from the grandson of Tametlane,
visited the South of India in 1442, and concurs with other
observers in giving the impression of a prosperous conntry.
The kingdom of Candeish was at this time in a high state of
prosperity under its own kings; the numerous stone embank-
ments by which the streams were rendered applicable to irri«
gation are equal to any thing in India as works of mﬂmtry
and ability. -

Baber, the first sovereign of the Moghul dynasty, ﬁ}
though he regards Hindostan with the same dislike that
Buropeans still feel, speaks of it as a rich and noble country,
and expresses his astonishment at the swarming populatic
and the infiumerable workmen of every kind and i ;
Besides the ordinary business of his kingdom, he was ¢on=-
stantly occupied with making aqueducts, reservoirs, and other
improvements, as well as in introducing mew fruits, and
%pmmm of remote conquerors. His son, Humayon, ‘

‘character was free from vices and violent passions, was
defeated, and obliged to fly from Hindostan, by Shir Shah,
who is described as a prince of consummate prudence and
 ability, “whose measures were s wise a8 benevolent,” and




“ﬂmlndns with mvumawat WMM
“ everymile and a half. There was an Imam. mﬁﬁ .
“ at every mosque, and provisious for the @tgm
¢ vanserai, with attendants of propermtepf?m i 4
“ well as for Mussulmen, The road was plented with i
“of trees for shade, and in many places was in the. state
“ described when the author saw it, after;thnd.ltom
“.eighty-two years.”’* Gensed o AORT
- It is almost superfluous to.dwell nponthe chmm
celebrated Akbar, who was equally great in MMM
in the field, and renowned for his learning,
liberality, clemency, courage, temperance, industry, andm
ness of mind. But it is to his inteérnal policy thatm '
owes his place in that highest order of princes whose reigns
have been a blessing to mankind.t He forbad trials by
ordeal, and marriages before the age of puberty ; and the
slaughter of animals for sacrifice. Healso pemt.teduﬂom
to marry a-second time, contrary to Hindoo law. ,A.bom.
he positively prohibited the burning of Hindoo. mdam
Wthmwﬂ.l He employed his Hindoo subjeets,
with Mahomedans, abolished the capitation tax en .
as‘well as all taxes on pilgrims, and positively Hgoh;hgtqd_gghj.
mkugdwnfma taken in war, Hemnd%
reforms which had been commenced in those pro-
by Shir Shah, - He rme&aammw
,opeh hegd:,#,dehrmmd the, pmw smlmpﬁd the :

i
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‘come down to ua,and show his mzietyfor theﬁbew‘-
admmumhmofh:s system, and for the ease and comfort of
‘his subjects. The tone of his instructions to his judicial
dem was “just and benevolent ;” he enjoined them to be
sparing in capital punishments, and unless in cases of dan-
gerous sedition, to inflict none until he had received the Em-
peror’s confirmation. He forbad mutilation, or other cruelty,
as the accompaniment of capital punishment. He reformed
and new modelled his army, paying his troops in cash from
the treasury, instead of by assignments on the revenue.
Besides fortifications, and other public works, he erected
many magnificent buildings, which are described and
eulogized by Bishop Heber. System and method were intro-
duced into every part of the public service, and the whole of
his establishments present “an astonishing picture of mag-
nificence and good order, where unwieldy numbers are
managed without disturbance, and economy is attended to in
the midst of profusion.”

Akbar appears with as much simplicity as dignity. Euro-
pean witnesses describe him as “affable and majestical, mer-
“ ciful and severe ; temperate in diet, sparing in sleep, skilful
“ in making guns, casting ordnance, and mechanical arts, cu-
“ riously industrious, affable to the vulgar, loved and feared
“ of his own, terrible to his enemies.” Can we say as much
for his great contemporaries,—Elizabeth of England, or
Hem:y the Fourth of France?

"The Ttal'an traveller, Pietro del Valle, who wrote in a
last year of the reign of Jehanger, Akbar’s son, a.p. 1623,
‘bears this testimony to the character ofthatprinoa, and to
the condition of the people under his rule :— Generally all

- “live much after a genteel way, and they do it securely; as
"H’eﬂ,beumthehngdounot prosecute his subjects wi
“memdepnwﬁamﬁmyﬁmvhmphﬁm

“them live splendidly and with the appearance of riches (ﬂl;'

P



uhomshment at the profusmn of wqaitlx
ph;eﬂ when he visited the Emperor in his cupi )
which at least two acres were covered with aﬂi, rol

and. hang as nch as velvet emboeserl w1. |

of Tavernier that he who ca.used the celebrateﬂ. 1
throne to be constructed, who, ‘at the festival of hu ACe
) mttered amongst the bystanders money and predo_nl
equal to his own welght “ reigned not so mucﬁ '

a:nd for the order and arrangement of ‘hls territory, and {
good administration of every department of the Staﬁ,' ﬁ B
prince that ever reigned in India could be compare_d ko
Jehan. ool
_All his vast undertakings were managed with so m
economy, that after defraying the expenses 3{ his gmt
ditions to Candahar, his wars in Balk, and othar avy
charges, and maintaining a regular army of 200,000 wf%u !
Shah Jehan leﬁ a trea.sure, w'lnch some reekotwd a.t ﬁ?

mulatnons in wrought gold and silver, nnd in ereia. RN
__His treatment of his people was beneficent and paterual,
@d hm hbera1 sentiments towards those around
be hetter shewn than by the confidence: luch‘hp
rdnﬂy repoae& in his sons.¥

“So Jsta,bls was the foundation npa‘n w'ﬁ;ch tﬁﬁ“ :

the emp:re eontmued to Bﬂh a
P
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- Mr‘ﬂhahmenabled to carry a.waym'ih huii whenhe

fﬂtﬁdﬁemm 1739, mproofthatthecountfywusﬁllma

ﬁpamtxvcly prosperous condition. 2
Among many distingnished Princes of the Deccan in the

fifteenth and sixteenth centuries, Mulik Amber, the B.egent

of BeeJapore_, holds a distinguished place, both# a_warrior
and a statesman. He is described to hdve been a man of un-
common genius. He made his régency respected at home

~and abroad. He abolished revenue farming—substituted a

money assessment for a payment in kind—revived the
village establishments, where they had falleninto decay. By
such means the country soon became thriving and prosperous,
and although his expenditure was liberal his finances were

. abundant. For upwards of twenty years he was the bulwark

of his country against foreign conquest, Though almost
constantly engaged in war, this great man found leisure to
bﬁfﬁvate the arts of peace. He founded the city of Kirkee,
built several splendid palaces, and introduced a system o’
internal administration, which has left his name in every
village far more yenerated as a ruler, than renowned as a
general* '
 Of the character of the Hindoo Sovereigns who were the
contemporaries of the Mussulman Emperorsin the fourteenth
and fifteenth centuries we know nothing; but we know that
their territories had attained to a pitch of power and splen-
dour which had not been surpassed by their ancestors. We
know also that the principal administrators of the Mussulman
c‘.ynashes, with rare exceptions, were Hindoos—that ﬂmy
were entrusted with the command of armies, a.'nd mth ﬂw
lation of the finances.
"The "mbber” Sevajee, who entered upon the scene mlﬁﬂ :

* Grant Duff vol. 1. pp. 94-6.



and his village officers, ohad:enmtothemlpwhoh
'&ownimtthmbechonofthe people. ~ His enemies

mgnlahom, which were strictly enforced. .Ahogeﬂnr, S
robber hsrq_haa left a character which has never sinte
+ equalled or ever approached by any of his countrymen. Nm!;
however, of his military successes raise so high an idea of his
talents as the spirit of his domestic administration* and tha
effect of these appear to have been permanent for nearly
eighty years after his death, viz. in 1758. We have the fol-
lowing interesting account of the state of the MM
Territory from the pen of Anquetil du Perron 1~ 0 R
“ On the 14th of February, 1758, I set out from Mw
Goa, in order to proceed to Surat, and, in all my routes, T
took care to keep specimens of the money of all the states T
passed through, so that I have examples of every coin that is
carrent from Cape Cormorin to Delhi. From Surat, I passed
the Ghats, the 27th of March the same year, about ten in the
morning, and when I entered the country of the Mahrattas,
I thonght myself in the midst of the simplicity and happiness
~=of the golden age, where nature was yet unchanged, and war -
and misery were unknown. The people were cheerful, vigo-
rous, and in high health, and unbounded hospitality mn
universal virtue : every door was open, and friends, :
bours, and strangers, were alike welcome to whatever M,
found, When I came within seven miles of Aurungabad, T
went to see the celebrated pagoda of Ellora.”’t - ’:{L"
Sen;ee had several worthy successors; amongst them
_ were_the Peishwahs, Ballajee, Wiswanath, and l;__q» on
Baeeﬂsg Balhl. mmumdwm“ '




 the hn&tophn and the hand to execute. To assiduous
xﬁdsﬁrg’, ‘and minute observation, he superadded a power of'

wation that brought him to fix his mind to points of
; paﬁtlcnl importance. He was a man of uncommon eloquence,
penetration, and vigour, simple in his habits, enterprizing
and skilful as a military leader, and at all times partaking of
the fare and sharing the privations of the meanest horseman.
- His successor, Ballajee Rao, was a man of considerable
political sagacity, of polished manners, and of great address,
- though indolent and voluptuous, he was generous and cha-
ritable, kind to his relations and dependants, and an enemy
to esternal violence; amidst the distractions of war, he de-
voted much of his time to the civil administration of his
territory ; in his reign the condition of the whole Mahratta
population was much ameliorated, the system of farming
the revenues was abolished, the ordinary tribunals of civil
justice were improved, and the Mahratta peasantry “have
ever since blessed the days of Nana Lahish Puweshwar.”%
Although the military talents of Mahdoo Rao, who sue-
ceeded him, were conspicuous, yet his character as a ‘sove-
reign is entitled to far higher praise. “He is deservedly
“celebrated for his firm support of the weak against the
qm#ealiva—-of the poor against the rich—and, as far as the
construction of society admitted—for his équity to all”’ He
Wﬂ his revenue officers from abusing their authority
by vigilant superintendance, and by readily listening to the
complaints of the common cultivators, and at that time; the
Maliratta country, in' proportion to its fertility, was more
) ﬁm-vmg than any other part of India, The preference shown'
'iﬁ'gpromohng officers who could boast of hereditary ;
s . patriotism and applied national feelmg to pur-
~ poses of good government. Mahdoo Rao was “ieﬂ
-f in his government by his minister, “the MM”
Wﬂu.a,m s dib RS A AR R AR w
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p-mupﬂlybym;:le. The. wmglit an& mdneu
qpmwns Iteremvmally acknowledged &urlng l:us

ranks ; he was a pattern to the well disposed; the gres
man who did wrong stood in awe of Ram Shastrw,
althongh persons possessed of rank and riches did, in several
instances, try to corrupt him, none dared to repeat the
riment, or to impeach his integrity. His habits were umplb
in the extreme; it was a rule with him to keep nothing more
in his house than sufficed for the day’s consumption.* And
such was his sterling virtue and stern sense of justice, that
when asked by Ray nauth Rao, what atonement he wu’li?"
make for his participation in the murder of his nephew, the
Peishwah Nasrain Rao, the brother and immediate successor
of Madhoo Rao: “The sacrifice of your own life,” was the
reply of the virtuous and undaunted Shastree; ¢ for your
“ future life cannot be passed in amendment, neither you nor
“ ycur government can prosper ; and for my own part, T wﬂl
“neither accept employment nor enter Poonah, whxlst
S preside in the administration.” He kept his word,
retired to a sequestered village near Waee.t The murdemd
Nasrain Rao, a youth of eighteen, was affectionate to his
relations, kind to his domestlcs,and all but his enmu]gyg&
'hm. wiig '_ub
~ The celebrated Hyder Ali was the contemporary and anta-
gonist of Madhoo Rao, by whom he was more than onaené-
nally defeated; but Hyder turned these failures to a 3
and, like the Czar Peter, “ submitted to be worsted ﬂs&‘h
¥« might learn to be superior.”- Bymnrpahmﬁmihﬁ'
s the Rajah of Mysore, and by wbquent nquests, he
made himself master of a territory 400 &
memm in breadth from ¢
. comsDapvlups i fhap o0




qf.luq wuntrya.nd the stnct.euﬁ exam\h:m administ
formed the constant ob;ectsqf his care. The mqnn.fam\rm'
and the merchant prospered in every part of his dominions;:
mlhvatmn increased, new manufactures were established, and-
wealth flowed into the kingdom. = Against negligence or mal--
versation he was inexorable; the officers of revenne fulfilled
their duty with fear and trembling ; the slightest defalcation-
was summarily punished. He had his eye upon every corner
ofhu own dommuna,md in every Court of India. The
minutest circumstance of detail was known to him; nota
movement in the remotest corner could escape him ; not.a
murmur or intention of his neighbours but flew to him, His
secretaries successively read to him the whole correspondence
of the day, and although unable to write himself, he dictated
m. few words the substance of the answer to be given, which
was immediately written, read to him, and dispatched. He
penessed the happy secret of uniting minuteness of detail
with the utmost latitude of thought and enterprize. As his
perseverance and dispatch of business were only equalled by
his pointedness of information, so his conciseness and decision
in the executive departments of a great government, are
probably unprecedented in the annals of man.* :
He bequeathed to his son, Tippoo Sultan, an overﬂnmg
treasury, which he had filled; a powerful empire, which he
had created ; an army of 300,000 men, that he had formed,
diseiplined, and inured to conquest ; and a territory which;, ag®
eantempumxy historians and eye-witnesses assure us, had in
npway deteriorated under the sway of his successor.s = .
“ When a_person, travelling through a. strange M,
« _ﬁndl it well cultivated, populous with industrious inhabi-
“m c::hea newly founded, commerce extending, towns '
mmmﬂ every thing flourishing, so as to indicate "
“ happiness, he will naturally conclude it to be under a form.

~* Forthis character of Hydar, soe Colonel Fullarton's View of the Tnteests of
. India, and Wilke’ History of Indis, vol . . . o v



« some time in Tippoo’s dominions, and to t gh
% them as much, if not more, than anyotherw
o Beld Gating ‘the Wat; & ve Have: Yeudonr' 0 HpboNe!
« gubjects to be as happy as those ofa:nyotiei S0V
“ for we do mot recollect of any complaints or murmu
“ among them ; although, had causes eﬁsﬁe&,mtﬁn& ould
“ have been more favourable for their utterance, becatise the
“ enemies of Tippoo were in power, and would have beén
“ gratified by any aspersion of his character. The inhabi-
« tants of the conquered countries submitted with apparent
“ resignation to the direction of their conquerors ; but by no
“ means as if relieved from an oppressive yoke in  their
“ former government ; on the contrary, no sooner did an ‘@M
“ portunity offer, than they scouted their new masters,
“gladly returned to their loyalty again.”* « Whether from
«the operation of the system established by Hyder, from
% the principles which Tippoo adopted for his own conduet,
“ or from his dominions having suffered little by invasion for
“many years, or from the effect of these several causes
“ united, his country was found everywhere full of inhabi-
“tants, and apparently cultivated to the utmost extent of
“Wwhich the soil was mpable while the discipline and fides
“ lity of his troops in the field, until their
“ were testimonies, equally strong, of the ex mgnh-
“hmwhwhmuted in his army. His government, though
‘and arbitrary, was the despotism of a strict and able
* sovereign, who nourishes, not oppresses, the subjects wh
% gre to be the means of his future aggrandisement ; and h
“muhuwue,mgutnkm&dedmlymfhu
“ considered as his enemies.”t oy
‘Itmhibengmtmltakeh s@p‘é.e




