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LOCAL RtJLF:S AND ORD¥.RS.-[ CQOR(l.] 

LoOAL RnJll8 .uw 0&N1\.8 (Cada]. 

1. (I). COOf'p. Noln. No. 26 daled Me lard Octohr 18117, refatea to the 
f'xeaiptioD of certa.in Forel'ot Otlicerll, (2). ~'ott/.. !.o SI dated the !/4t4.J1tne 189fJ, 
relates to the exemption of members of the Merc~ra MUDicipai Oommilttee and 
Vice· President of the Virajpet Municipal Committee aDd ,8). 'Not'll" No. 83 dilled 
the J5t! Octl16er 1i06, exempts Supef intendo.nt8. and Inepec!fou ot"Puet ~ftice. 
and Mail Ovenel'r.. IJIhese notifications have been 8opet:8eded by 8cbettul. I of thf' 
Indian Arm. Rulel, 1914. ' . 

n. OoorD Notn. No. 29 dated the tOtl, NrJt'em6er lBi'7.-T,hf' followin"g 
are the desol'iption and quantities of ammuuition which persons of COOl'g race 
and jaJll,(J, tenure holders liable by their tenures tOI' police 'a.nd mllitary duties 
are permitted to pOFsess fOI' theil' pl'ivate use [vide pntry (5) of '3chedule 1 
annexed to the J ndian Arms Rilles, 19~4 J 

• 
(a) BI&ek powder to an amount not exc6ecling 201b8. PI' &chultz's 01 s»oltilJg powder 

other than black to an amount Dot exceeding ten Ibs ; (b) Loaded cartridges or empty 
cartridge cases not exoeeding 500 in number, with the neCe!l~81 y implements £01 loading .,tc,; 
(0) Perousslon oaps not exceedIDg 2,000 in Tlumber; ami (d, Shot, wllcts, flints, and wads in 
suoh quantities as lire ordmarily required £01' ~porti!lg purposes 

Provided that there shall not be kept in the Barne house JI' premises more than the 
quantities herein specified. 

III. Notn. No. 53 dated the 27th Marcil, 192/.-10 excercise of the powers­
conferred by section 16, Bub-section (4) of the Indian Arms Act, 1878, the Cbief 
OommisBioner is plea.soo to make the following rules for ca.rrying into effect the 
prOVisions of 1 he said section :-

(I) Every !ioeuC'ed dealer with whom 8n~ arms, nlllllluuitJOD or military arorss have 
heen dero!lited shlill give to the depOSitor 11 receipt aud shall euter tho neoessary psrliculare 
in a register to be maintaiDed \,y the doaler ill tho appended form . 

(2) The Ii cell sed dealer ~h811 furniBh the District Magistrate With an extract of the 
register on tbe day on which each deposit, return, ~a)e or other disposal takes place. The 
officer reo&ivill~ tne extract shall depute an officer to chock tbe extract With the dealer's 
register aDd initial eaoh entry. 

(3) The stock oq hand with the It. lensed dealer together WILlI the arms, ammunition 
or military stores deposited with him under seotion 16(1) of the Act .hall not exceed the 
quantity whiCh he is lioensed to possess. 

(') Subject to the pr()visions of rule 6, any anus, ammunition or mihtary stores which, 
I\te I/.ot retl1rned 01' tiisposed of under section 16(2) of the Act sllall after the expiration of 
tbree years frorn the <late of their depo~it, be forfeited to His Majesty. 

(b) Licont'ed dealers shall ~lIbmit lit the eud of eaoh quarter, .. vb:., 31st March, 30th 
June, 30th SeJitt,mber and Silt December to the District MSII,lstrllte, a statement ehnwiug tbe 
arms, IIJII.mllnitioo or military stores that have become liable to forfeiture under rule (4) •. 

PO"m r'/M'rullo in RlJl~ (1) above. 

RSCBlPTIt Dml'OIIAL8. 

2, Dale nf receipt. 6, How disposed of-wbether bt .te, teturn 9'J' 
other d'hpOMl 

2. Sel! dar', flame and add.ress iu full. 7. In c&i6 of .aleor otiler d~-p'!."Cb.8el''B 
or tMlIsterellll name a addreaa In full 

&. l'&ttfculats of In!nder's exemption or Itcettce. and partien 1&1'8 ~ Ills lfCClflce. 
8. In ... of retour Qf the ".pan, date of 

•• ~IptI(III, of arcs wltb maker'a II&lIIe and 1etUrn Mid __ BJ;Id addr. of peniOlI 
Dw:nDerr if ...,,,. : to whom_t-

il. ;De8cr1~ttou 1114 lI.oat)'tft1 of ammunition .tld 9. ik~e ,,It'en d~ lOT' torfeit._. 
!'Iil t..rr IItoftIa. ro. t1D&I'u.. 
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E.rtract, fro. tA~ pr~~din!1' 0/ tA~ L~,qll/lnt,.,.t GOflnril, rt!/~"ed to iN para. I 
oj tlte Prf/ace. 

Restrictiolls on thl' pr08st-lision and carr! inR' of arm II have exi.tM since 
the advent of British rule in India and .... n .. of the tirat Ineasurea of Sit, CharJel 
Napier in Sind was a proclamation forbiddin~ persolls to carry arma without 
licenfJe. 8nbscquputlyand previouH to the prl'Bf:mt law the Iudian Arms Aut, XI 
of IM78) variou~ enachnl'llls werc frOID tim4' to time passed relating to "'IDa, 
ammllnitllJll and military stores, Act XVII J of H!41 I't'latillJ;t to the u:port 
of militAry storl'lI, Act XXVIII of 1857, provtded for the mallllfadure, import, 
sale Bnd 1,()lIscssion of arm!'! and ammunition, followed h,r Art XXXI of 1860, 
relating to the manufacture, importation lind sale of arma, and ammllnitioD, 
ami for regulating the right to I(epp and nse tIlt' !;ame. ancl to give, pOWI'T of 
disarming- in the cedll.in crues. 'I'h1A A .. t 'pagr 1-9) though Pllppl{,IDl'nlfd by 
Aet VI of I 8flfi and certsin other Act", 14'ft t he law in an umatt~fllctor) state aDd 
011 the 12th Dt'cember 11'177, Till' Hon'ble Su' J~dward Hayley inll'Oduced a 
Hill to elflll'olidate alld am(>nd til!' law l'elatiu(:, to IIrms, ammulJitiuu and militar, 
storer;, He ob!Ol'I'ved that·-it would pl'l'hllPS hE' remtlmb{'l'ld that wht'n tbe 
pre;,:pnt Arms Act was uIl!I!'r cOlJllideration in tlli .. CO\llIl·il, he meallt Act XXXI, 
of 1860 thl'l'C wa~ mnch and prol"nl.!ed diR"ll1 .. ~ion The Bill wa~ vl'ry fully cODai­
derf'd ill all Its details in sevPI'al uweting-s I,f thE' ('ollncll. It was verJ consider.­
bl.v modIfied during the pro!{rE'sll of thc~E' di~clI~sion8 'I'he lZt'neral result of 
tbese modificatioll!! and of the pasl'ing- of ('crta1l1 l'xf>C'lItivc 8ubsidiary orders whicb 
wl're issued while the Bill waR norll'r di""u~sioll lIud had tlt't'n maintained to the 
prt'seut, da.v Willi to msk,' tlte Act work smoothly in its most important a"pect. 
But very Rhortly after the Act WRR pllsped, 1t Willi found '811 WIIS at'if'r the case 
when a Bill WII8 mlll·h alterl'd during its progrcsH ill ('ounClll, that there were 
several mino!' uefech Loth of form and BIiLsta()Cl! 1Il the Act- in the definition, 
for in~tance. of 41 military stort's ,. as to the mode of licenlin~ the tra.nsport of 
al'ms, and ill the definition of .. transportation," "exportation ' and "impurt •• 
tion "-which madt' it rather difficult to carry ont the provisions of the law in a 
wholly saLillfactorv manner. The Govt'rnment. of ] ndia ,\ere however very 
unwillin\? to amend, almost immediately after it tuok eifect, 811 enactment which 
had been settled aftp!, 110 much discIIs!lion, and they prt'fel'fed to c1ealu far &a 
was practicable with all theilP matters by exerulive action only, Accordingly 
from time to time-a IlI'eat numt.t'r of uryinj( orders were passed. with the hill,tor, 
of whioh he need not trouhle the Council There were a ~ood ma.nv reatrictionl, 
for !nAtallce, with·reg'B.rd to saltpetre for it was found that the provilioQS of tbl'! 
A('t thn!atened t", d~iltroy the trade in that comm(l(hty, I t was found poilible in 
tbi. instance to iSfoe various I'xecutive directions by wlJich the mischief waa 
prevented, but in manr point. the doubts and difficultiep raised "y the defeot. of 
the preaeot, Act bad remained up to the prel'ent time certainly not fully remedied; 
the inc()n venience itldpl'd io tbis relpect \\' .. 10 gTM.t, that in 1870 a draft Bill 
WIIB placed before the C(/uocil and introout'ed by Mr. !DOW Sir William) HobinlOD 
with the .ole object of COD80lidatiD~ the law aDd amending' thelle defect., When 
it wall atteDlpted to proceed ~ith that m_mre, it W&II fouod that after all it 
rai~ed qlleationl of policy of toml importance, .. nd on more matare conlideration 
it was tbought expedient to make further inquiri., aDd to a.it the rH"lt of 

.a 
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longer experience of the working of the existing law,b$lore propOlirlg &a.flu&l 
Ult'allUre It was partly on this account a.nd partly £to.m p1'tiII!nre of .tilQ~'mpor. 
taut matters, that legislation on this subject bad been hitherto from tuwe ;0 time 
deferJled, But the subject had now become in .om. ~t. of .uc:fJ 01 
tbat it W&lI considered WIfE! to bring it without delay before tbe Oon~dil, .Wlth .. 
view to a mo~ genera.l and oomplete amendment of the law. , 

The two leading pointe, he proceeded, wbiob raWed qlJ88tiona of p~lity were, 
firtlt, the importation of arms, eapecially cheap nre·arms, and of ammumtitn, dd, 
secondly, the necessity for restriotinll and regulatJDg the traDitpOrt oiardla It) as 
to prevent tbeir reaching the wild tribes without OUr frontier, and tbe daageroul 
clane. witbin our frontier. who ought ~ot be allowed to POlsel8 them Tbere was 
good r .. ou to believe that, under the existing !a.w, the import trade i, cheap 
IIrms anil ammunition had grown up to an unwholeaome extent, ud that far 
l,a.rrtel quantitiea were exported than wt>I'e re~uired merely for legitImate P1ll'poeet. 
It was known to the Government of IndIa that ch~p &rDlll were in tact bougltt 
and sold to an extent quite inoompa.tible with the maintenance of peace and good 
~()VllrllmeDt. With the permISSion of the Council. he would read some papa ... 
whi('h would ilIulJtrate this lubject. One was from the Government of Bengal, 
dated 10 far back as July 1870. • * * * * * * *. 
A~a;1l in H1,72, a resolutIOn of the Bombay Government notes the Iarare trad~ 
in cb~a.p armB which had luddenlv sprung up. In 1871, the importation w.­
double that of 1869, nearly 6,000 fire arms ha.vinll heen sent up-country openly 
from Bombay in ] 871, the enormOllS bulk of which coneisted of mlhtaryweapon .. 
• nd a f.ir proportion of theBe wet'e breech loadtng arms of precIsion * * * *. 
In 1812, a180, tbe Agent to the Governor-General in Ra.jput&n.oomplained of the 
way in whioh arms and ammunition were IIOld by travelhng mercbanta from 
Bombay til " til * and he goes on to Ipeak of a .le of nine doublebarrelled 
guns to a Il;Mlg of refugee Meenas (a notoriously robber.trlbe.l e - -, 
The BEingal G01'ernment again complained in the Rame year that the evil "." 
mCNaaiuc-, and that licenses for nearly 6000 weapons had. been gra.nted at priCet 
• Home were said to cost the maximum of which was l'UpeeS 16 for double barrelled, 

only eight .hillings • and rupees 9 for 8lQgle barrelled," weapon, alld tbe anoual 
v .. lue of the import. of arms and a.mmunition 11'&8 lIald to be about tW'o lakba of 
rupees, The Lieulieuot·Qovt'rnor of Beng .. 1 attempted, and temptllwily with 
beneficiaJ rtIIUJta, to check thil flood of oheap arms by refn.ing, as be <w .. &Ql­

pt(1W8r9d to do under the exiatiujf t.", permiuion to imfX?rt w.pan •• nOr .. 
Certaitt lQh:lim~ value. hut it W&I ohvioul tltat, oDder tbe pret8Dt ., __ (tf & 
duty levied ad t'altlre., the Lieutenant Governor's measures OOI.ld be evaded eitbar 
},y raising thll bVj)ice pricel above the real value at the ooet of " ~ghtJy enhano­
ed duty, or hy importiag .. rma in parts-a prooetl8 "hioh baer beeu .t.te1Dp~. 
Bat the trade in ammunition had under tile pteaeot l .. w ill Il~ ., been 
obte.ed •• ncl WM en~r .. ou.. It.,. ~D9wn that iu four ,.--~ .11 t to 
18ft-Qne hundred Ql{llioo. of percuHion .. oape bad been exporied iawOaleatta, 
«if '#II\ieh nat more thAn fOllrteen millionl mire )~ly ~ft,a. 4"... "#., .... <taalltity of ~apc,_er aad a large q1l&Ot.ity of ~l'triipt were ..... 
larty i_portAd ; .a '- wt,a haf~ed that All .pplicatioo.... ~t'.Y ... V 
... liow;te FJrm t.O i~. f la'h".ftf ~ and tj,flOO J:l!)Uoda of "Q~ 1DOttittl> 
Jr. &1\ aDlouut .b~.~d Mt tep!lel8llt any _tim. ~Otl. ,m' ¥ it wi 
kl:\Q\tll tb.t. oo~ llumbtn of .... ao"'a.oh .... omon W Wa. ... 
oouti.~ :to.be, i~1-po~,._ se~ ~ beett ~ t. ." Ia:,jahtor 
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-~ ud ."" ~h to the EUtetc frontier and to Upper Baf'!D&t "hioh 11ft ao 
doubt that, a OODtiderable illicit trafBo " .. b.i~ carried on in .ueh artie)... -'~ 
tribes Dlore or Je. b08tile beyODd our ternt.ori.. Indeed we kQDW that the 
fNntier· U-... OIl our Pajt.b bo'rder were supplied in oon.iderable nulDbe .... wi. 
~neut armt of preeteioDf lOme of wbicb, Dot being of patternt ever GIf:Id ia tb. 
Britieb A rillY, could ooly have been supplied by private importation. U. b-.d 
given theee illat&noet, not as exbauatiDg the subject, for, .. a matter of f'act. the" 
.... a mlo88 of further corrMpoodeooe aU to the llame general e1fect, bllt AI perhaps 
sufficient to ilhutrate tbe neceuity for further legiala(ne actioll in tbia direction. 
It ..... indeed tM frequent and urgent representation" made all tbis IHtIld tritieh 
had decided the Government of iddia, af~r coosulting the variol1l local Govern­
meDt6 and Adminiltr&tioD8, to intodooe t~ new proviliona into the law. 

I ' 

The first of tbeee ",as the levy of a duty-not of &8 a4 flalor,,,. dfhy .. at 
present, on arm8 imvortAd. but ito fixed duty-which would operate to ch~k tbt 
UnJ'Qrta.bon bf cheap arms, \Vbi~ it would interfera but little mOn! than tbe axin­
ing dut.y did with al'mll of medium value, and atlll les8 witb those of II. more 
exptm,ive character. It was IlDder8tood, fo), example, that a very gnod Martirll­
Henry ritle could be imported into thIS country at a maximum ('ust of I'IlpefJli 86, 
and otber arm8 at .tilllower price. In lOme cue8 M had been seen, a gun could 
be Imported on an involce.price of eight shllhngs. The exIsting duty WY 8.0 
.d "iSlor. duty of ten per oent (Act XVI, 1875, Schedule A, Art 2-Arme, 
AmmunitioD and Military Stor .. ). It was propoaed 10 .ubitltl1te for t.h18 a fix.ed 
duty Qf rupe~ 60 tor eacb guo, aDd of rupees 20 for each pittol. a proportionate 
duty being Axed on aU parts of 8uch weapon8 in order to prevent attempts Buoh 
as had &C.ltual/y been made to introduce the dltrerent parte of tire armS piece m.,!. 
He ooly 800pped to notice au argument to whICh lOwe refel'eoee wouJd !HI 
found in the paperi to be (llaced before-.tbe Couacil, namely, that. by ob4lokmg 
the importation of cheap arms, tbe manufacture of such arms in IndIa would be 
.timulated to au undue and dangerou8 extent. Tbe truth was however that 
unless by macbinery, the Importation and use of which would Mt be permitted, 
it would l.e impossible to manufacture luch arm8, at Iftolt in any \lUmberll, at 110 
.cheap rate. The 81nll wbich would enable an arLiz.n, by hand lahour, to imit .. ~ 
even the gnu imported for a few shilling8, would u8ually command io other 
work a remunerabon 110 high aa to detacb lurn from the maouCac·tllrt: of cbeap 
fire-arma, moreover, the manufacture of arm" within India could be ('ontrolled fllor 
more eaaJly than their im,,<lrtation As regards ammunitIon, ete, the exiatiJlg 
law would be preserved in tact. Local Government. would be Instructed to l'efUiC 
JioenBe8 for the importatioll of eXC8I81\,e quanhtle., and it. ale a.nd 8tora.ge wuuld 
be placed nuder more stringent ret!trlctioD8, which would rendel' difficult Ita dl" 
poaal to{ improper purpose. after Importation. The law would aLeo be altered eo 
&II toO pennI, a ttricter regulation of the tran8port of weapous a.nd ammuDition iD 
ladi., H<l •• uld impose heavy penalties 00 iIIieit tn.Deport, dpecially wben aoy 
attempt at ~--.lment wu made. Tbere would at.o be tou .. d in the Bill another 
1IHU\1re for l'eIDedymg the en" above detlOribed, the neceaitylor which b.d befn 
~ by JtJe oo.MDlDHt of lad,. Dot without mach beeitation aDd OJ)I, 
aft. tbe alDlO8t uuoimou apretllioD of ,opisidn ~1 Lnca.I OOV8T1U .... ta aDd 
Ad.iuwb:aijona,and (If their executive otioen .. to it. neceslity. The exWtio, 
law, it -ouW \Ie I*bPl relQeIIl~ed, praoticMly divided the couDtr, ioto 

, __ ated aad n.~ diettk!tl or provinc ... , .ad while certain 1I0JllewQt 
~ ~. _plied tQ tbe fotmer. GO re.mctiona at .nj escept .. to 
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the importation of arma and manufaeture (If arllla, ' -wHed to the latter. It had 
been shown however that it was practically imposllible to prevent or control the 
tranllmillion of arms to tbe dillarmed districts, or to tbe frontiers ot (ndia, 
unless some l'eglliaiion WlUl adopted as to the POSIieSsiOD and transfer of arm. in the 
non-diB&rmed dilltricbl. 1£ an agent could buy and collect armB and ammunitll)n 
without auy notice to the Police, or other let or hindrance, in a non.dil',:rmed 
district, tbere wall DO other difficulty to be overcome in transmitting tbem to 
places beyond but the regulations against illegal transport, the l'i8k of tlvading 
which was comparatively IIrnllll, indeed, a8 a matter of fact, several cOllce&}ed 
ooll8ignmenlll bad been seized, aud yet it had, he helieved, not beAn found possible 
in any Bingle cale practically to reach eithel' the real 8ender or con8ignee, Even, 
tberefore, though iL was intended 10 'tnake the rnl1l8 &S to tral'lIpOl't more strict 
and the j>enalties for their evuion somewhat heavier, it would still be illlpol:'~ible 
to main1ain any effective coutl'lli over the traffic in arms with di~rmed or 
frontier districts, unles8 the pOllsession of arms elsew~I'e was more or teet! uuder 
(lontrol. He might say that thi. opinion had been exprellsed, not merely lly th~ 
Governments of disa.rmed pI'ovi.nces, bllt also by two at least of the Govertlmeuts 
of two great non-ditoarmed pl'ovinces-Madras and Lower Bengal. It acco1'dingly 
\val intended to extend to all districts, without exception, the pl'Ovitaiou tOl' 
making the poslession of arms withollt a license illegal, and to make the sale 
of arm8 to persoDII not holding such a license a criminal offence It would also 
be provided that licenlled dealers in arms should keep regular books. and that 
priva.te person II selling arml should register the transfer at the nearest police 
offiee. These provisions would, however, be tempered by the maintena.nce of all 
the executive exemptions already in force under the existing law, and by 
making prosecutions for possessing arms legal only under the ol'der of tbp. 
Magistrate of the district, moreover searches for arms would /lot be made except 
in the presence of specially selected officers, and only Oil occa.sions when there 
wa. good reason to believe that an offence was being committed, With these 
rel!trictiolls, and with judicious rules for the grant of licenses, which the Bill 
would giv~ the Government of India powel' to make, it. was to be hoped I.hat 
the provislOofl of the Rill would not be found more bt.rinllent than n'e('e888r1, 
or in practice in any degree harsh of oppressive, It would not in all ~8e8, for 
examplt', probably be nece8sary to make tbe licl'llslJS renewable annually, or the 
levy of a fee for a license u~ually more than sufficienL to reC(lllp t!ll' co~t Bhd 
t,rouble of preparing the license, 

Havin~ th~ explained the policy of the Bill the Hon'ble member added, that 
,the proposals 1IV~' pllt forward, however stringent they appeared, ha.rl not heen 
made without a f.lll conviction 011 the part of the Govllrnment of India that tbey 
were necessary to the preservation of peace and Kood order. And it was to be 
remembered that lIuch legislatioll, indeed more 8trlllgent legisll&tion, was not with· 
out precedent even in .l!.UfOpe, Without going further thau the British Statute· 
book, the Irish Acta of 18b6 and 1870, etc., provided that persons knowingly 
having arms in po8seHion were liable to imprisonment with or without hard labour 
for two years, that perROns found carrying arms could be arrested by any private 
individual, that licenses could be revoked by proclamation, and the owners COm­
pelled to deposit their arma aud ammunition iu Buch places &8 might be mel1tioned. 
in it, tbat dea.le1'8 could not Bell to persons not duly licensed, Indeed 80 stringent 
were the pl'ovisions of tbolE! Acts, that a person deslrou8 of carrying a revolve' 
f01' hi. OWb Pl'C?tection !DUlt obULin a, speciailiceDee, Of coorse the Govel'lllDent 
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of lndia did not expect (nor probably did aDy one else) that the meMl1re1 propoMd 
would be absolutely eifective to prevent altogether the illegal importation, .1. 
aua tranlpol't of arm8 and ammunition, but it waa hoped and believed that they 
wouldJ if judicioualy enforced, 8Umee to restrain illegal trade within uOQlpt.ratifely 
ha.I'mles8 dimension8. * * * *. 

LIIUTBN&NT OBNBR&L THI HON'BL& SJa. E. JOHNSON supported tbe 
meuure and the motion was put and agreed t.o, 

BIR E 13/\ YLU then introduced the Bill and moved that it be referred to 
a Select Committee • • • He explained that the whole Act, he migbt lIay, 
ha.d been drafted and recast, although its substance was very mul'll that of the 
PI'e8eUt. Bill, But it had been rearranged and made more concise and put illto a 
more intelligible and compact shape by his hon'ble friend, Mr. Stokell and 
M t', FltzpJ.trick, 'rhero would no doubt, bl! many points of dl'afting In which 
the Hili miglit be improve(} while passing through Select Committee, and he did 
not propose at the pl'esent moment to say that every particular provillion of the 
Bill was in a form in which he should hke t{) see it in its ultImate shape H., 
thought, howevel', that, as it W&l now drawn it stated the prcClre policy whiell 
the Government of India wished to enforce, As he had explained at the last 
meeting of the Council, one main object of the prest-nt 8ill was to (lbtain striC'tt'1 
control over the importation of cheap fire-arms, and also on their possee.ion, oven 
in the non-disarmed parts of India, so as to prevent their transport and OlE 

withollt and even wit~n our own tel'ritoriee or frontier and their transfer to 
person into whose posse8S10n it was essential to tbe peace of the country that 
Huch al'ms should not come, He would, however, before proceeding furthel', 
draw attention to Lhe first and twenty-tbird seclions of the Bill, which ('ontalDed 
all the exemptions at present in Corce, a.lld the Oouncil would se." further, that 
th." Bill contained provisions for the cOlltinllance of Similar exemptions, Ht 
would state to the (Jouncil what the chief of these exemptions were; tirst of al/, 
all EuropeanB, Americans, and Anglo-Indian subjects were I'xempted j thou 
certain Ubiefl:l, Jagirdars ILnd otber Natives who were specially exemptefl hy tilt 
Local Government under the powers given to them. Again, for example, III thE 
Punjab, all honorary Magistra.tes and Puhce Zaildarll, who were a c1alls of hOllOI'IlI') 

offiCials behw tbe degree of Magistrates, wel'e exempteu, He merely menhoJled 
these examples to show how wide the Ilcope of present excmptlOn~ W8S, allel he 
wisbed to pOlDt ont that every exemptIOn t'xlsting under the presI'nt law would hI 
contioned and would not be affected by the passmg of this 8i11; and tht' IJ ,(·,,1 
(tovel'nments and Lhe Goverumeot of India would have !limilar powerll to !'IJlltinut 
or to renew or to extend thl'!le exemptions in future. Se('tiun 4 of the Bill 
oefioeJ "ammunitiou" ,. military stores" and "arms" and also contained varion. 
(,ther definitions The particular feature in these definitions was jhe ~l'p&ration 
of the definitions of .• ammunition" and <l milita.ry ~tores." Thill was ,I new 
filature and the Oouncil would hnd that this diifereDfJe de<ltl'd the Bill, III 

as much ILIJ U military atores" included a grea.t many articles which were al.o 
DtJed for otber pm'poses and therefore the absolute reatriction" al to theee 
articles were very mnch len stringent than &I to what were called 
04 ammuuition 'J In fact. he might oy geDet'&lly, although it did Dot n&ctly 
expl'etls the fact, tha.t power was given to the Government to restrict the trans­
}X4rt of military stores rather tban that their tnmaport was absolutely restricted 
by tbe Bill. He bad mentioned at the Jut meeting of the Council that 80nHl 
very cODSiderabJe difficultiee had occured from the want of proper deftnitionl in 
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this retpeet, and that, for example, for the time ~~b1e incoDv8111eoq ..... 
felt in the saltpetre trade, f rom the want of the MJl*1'Itt-' ddnition BOW iatr~ 
duoed. Section 5 of the Bill, or rather a oIallS8 &f it, 13autained 1& flew 'provisioo 
in rejl&rd to the 5&le by private perSODS of arms and ammllnitipn It\bad been 
found as a matter of fact, and It was only very natural tha.t pehODS blljing ann 
and ammunitioll perfectly bona-jille for their own use, ceased to rt>qllire them and 
t,bsn sold them to) the first purchaser: in that way a conpiderahle number ot 
arms bad got into hanus to whi(,h it was not desirable that they ehould pus. 
't'hllre would therefore be two restrictions on thie point: - one that it would not 
be legal to selI suoh arms to a person who was not Hceused to POSIJf'88 tb'em i and 
leCondly, that a.ny private persoll sellioA' arms or unmunitioD would ba.ve to 
give notioe thereof to the nearest Police Station, He did not think tbat ill 
llractioe this would be found a very oppressive, or ha.rsh pruvurioD, while at the 
$lome time he btolieved that it might prevent a good deal of miscbief Seotion 7 
referred to tbe dutil's ou eheap fire-arms. He explained this part of the subject 
at filn mueh length Oil the ill.~t lJocMion, that be would not deta.in the Coull~il at 
pr('sent with any further remarks lIpon it. '['he Couucil would find in the ~ond 
scbedule II.tta.ohed to the Bill the specific duties it was pl'Opol!8d tn levy ot! fire­
arms and militluy sttlres, in(11uding parts of fire-al'ml!. This schedule had b~n 
pit-pared with Fome difficulty, for it requil'ed a good deal of ~chDica] knowledge 
to fit it eSI\ctiy to the facts and necessities of the case. He hoped that, when 
the .Bill went into Oommittetl, his colleagues would assist him in making this 
IChtldu\e, all perfect 1\.8 it could loe made. Section 11 referred to the gtln. raJ. 
restriction which it was proposed to place on the possession of arms all over the 
country. without reference to the fact whether specific distriota were included 
under whlltt was section 3t of the old Act, whether, that is to eay, they were 
It disarmed" or " uudisarmed I, districts It was intended that the necellsity for 
a liceuPtI should extenrl to the whole country. H(' would point out. ho~ever, that 
the last two clauses in this section were intended to meet any difficulty which 
mijl;ht be felt by persons who now possessed at'ms, and it would be seen that this 
ilection would not come into for(Je fill' three months after the date on which the 
Bill came into force, 110 as to give time aud opportunity to a person -whn did not 
care to take out a license to dIspose of his arms, or t.o take out a license if he 
chose to do 80, and if he could not sell them or care othel'wise £0 get I-id of them, 
be woald be allowcd by the third ('lause of the section to deposit them "t the 
nea.rtlSt Police statinll_ Seiltioll 22 WIIS somewhaf wide in its terms, but it \9&8 a 
generalization of sectiou 211 of Act XXXI of IH60. The Council would !lee that 
Beotions 26 and ~6 of the Bill maintained, ill respect to searobes ill the undisatmed 
distriots .11 tbtl existing restrictions 808 to prosecutions and llearches to be made, 
and did aot 8p~ciall'y extend, but were on the contl'll.l'y ,'atilt'r intRnded to mitigate 
t.he sevel'jty of the law. Undel' st1ction 23, in such cUes DO prosecution eould be 
iUltitut.ed against any perRon without the previous sancti.on of the Mae;istl'll~ of 
the Di.trict; and by section 26 a .. e .. rch under similar circumstances must be 
in t.be preeence of some peNon specially appointed by name by the Lieutenant. 
Gov~raor in this behalf, and uot otherwise; th.t was to .y, an ordinary Police­
oflioel' would' not have the power of making searches witLont any ~apeoial 
authority or guidanoe, but ill every case some epeeial selected officer of 80&6 rank 
and pOlition would be employed in making eearchee_ 

* * * * * * * 
LATSIt OK til" BON'BU Silt J~J}WAlD Bn'LU pretented the Report ottbi!" 

S~leet Oommittae 'lid ohFerved thatae the Bill \WI one 'Of cooaidt>rabJi intemt 
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to the pnblic, and as many objectiolls hMod ~n made to it on the shape in which 
it origlOally stood, by persops vf al\ olaues, it might perhaps be adviaab1e to 
give some sketoh of the alterations which the Select Committee had introduoed 
in tho Bill with the view of meeting Bueh of those ohjlilCt ions 88 seemed to them 
valid , One part of sectiOD 5 cf the Bill as introdu(,ed required all pel'8OQI, other 
thaD licensed vendors, s('lIiug arms or ammunition, til give notIce in all CU8f1 to 
the officer in charge of the nearest Police Statioll, In the new Bill, this WM 
uow dispensed with where the purchuer WBB a person exempted under section 
27, aDd it was further pl'ovided that notioe, where still uecel18&ry, should be lriven 
to the Magistrate of the district instead of at the Polillo Station, whioh, specially 
in tbe case of transactions ill which Europeans were concernt!<.i, might sometimes 
be more oonvenient to the pa.rties Aa he IIhould have oOClUlion to pHintout, anotber 
provi~ion bad been introduced, WhICh, with practically very much lellS iDooDvenience 
and irritatioD to private parlies, secured the objects which it \Vas intended 
to secure by thelle prOVi8iolJs of section 6, aud they IDIg-ht therefore 8&£el,\' be 
omitted, In respect to the dntieil imposed under section 7 of the Bill, VfJ'ry much 
comment had been elicited alike frolo the Publi(' Pre8!!, the LO('aIOovernmentl1, 
and pl'ivate persons Tl'.e objection commonly taken had twen t.hat these woulJ 
press unfairly upon those who were loyal aud well-disposed, and who were deBiroul 
to obtalO arms, whether fOl' sportiug or ot,h!!r legitllnlite purpoBes, especially in 
those distriots bordering upon forests or other pla.ces infested with wild beasts, 
and where fire4rms were r8(lulreJ &8 a means of protection for themselves or 
against the destruction of their crops. Those objectionll were doubtJetIII 
well founded, and to meet them the Committee had provided that when 
persons exempted or cltou8l::d themllelves imported auy fire-arms or purobased 
them from the importer!!, they would be entitled to a drawback upon the doty 
specified in the schedule, which would bring it down to the level of tbe duty at 
present in fcrce, and alse w'JUld IIOt pxceed in Bny one case ten per cent, Qd 
Mlorem.. As a m&tter of fact, thIS alteration would produce a slight reduction io 
the duty now payable upon the high~r classes of til'e-arms 'rhere was .1110 a 
prOVISIon which was not enttrely new, though new to this BIll. It was a section 
which was inserted with the object partly of drawing attention to the provision. 
of the Customs Aot, and partly with the object of applying them in a slightly 
modified form to the imp"lIation of arms Tbat was to "'y, it permitted the 
conversion of the private shops or officers of an Importing firlal into bonding 
warehooses, in which they mi~t store th~ arms imported, and pay duty upon 
them only M they were withdrawn for sale. This amendment WIM introduced 
to meet an objection which had been made, a legitimate one, by a large firm, 
that tbey would otherwiae have to pay down on importation a large amount of 
duty, anq, pe.rh .. ps, it would he a long time before they gl't any return. Tnill 
provilioo would meet that objectil)l\. WIth regard alto to the schedule of dQti .. 
• ble artie,l.ea. lOme minor article bad, on reoollslderation, been struck: out of it; ud 
..ncb regard to. all otber &l'tiOJ88 wbich were the appendage. of fh'e-arm., it arM 
proYided that, wben they We1'8 imported and fitted in the same cue .... the fire-­
arm., tb .. , woald be uelllpt from the payment of dut.y. The oext alteratil)b to 
"hieh Slr Edward Baylty wonld refer WI8 that, wbile the draft Bill provided for 
iJll,POrtation by tea, It overlooked the poeaibilit, of ilDportati('D by land. There 
" ...... venJ fGreigu eearpork 00 the CO&IIt, ."d tbi. fact made it n~ry to 
jo.trot!,\108 pr~vmoll fat i~por~ioo by laud ., and tlunfore the clauae whids 

• app1W to iqap irtatioo ~ .. WM lWWle to .pply .IN to ilPpqrf&tion by 1 .... 
T~~ .. ,.. ,QOtbfr o~. lfbi04 \Vas Qe", ~ wbio~ "'., ~bj "qly poW ill whioh 
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he thought the Select Committee had increased the rigiditY' of the Bill; but it 
had ht'en inserted on the special recommendation of the Lieutenant-Governor of 
the Pllnj~b The new cla.use empowered the Local Government, with the pre­
viou! sanction of the Governor-General in CouDcil: to appoint I\ea.rchin~-places 
at certain points within our frontier, whenever there W&8 a belief that arms and 
ammunition were likely to be I'xported over the frontier. In section II of the 
Bill there was also a vel'Y material alteration. A~ introduced, the Bill prohibited 
the possession of arms of any description without a license. In that form it 
would hav~ been al\ unnece~saril'y sweeping measure, and in fact, the form which 
OI'iginal Bill &ssIlmt'd in this respect was due perhaps to an oversight. Under 
the old law a diffel'f'nce wa'! made, as he had explained before, betwt'en certain 
proelaimed and unproclaimt'd districts, and tha.t differenre was practically swept 
away by the dl'aft Bill, The Oommittee had thougbt it right to rt'Rtore that 
distinction BO far, that in a district proclaimed the possession of all arms wOllld 
need to be Iicpnst'd, but in a district which was not proclaimed, licenses would only 
be required for the pOll8ellsion of fire arms. There was a.nother difficulty In regard 
to the dif3po"al of arms which wore deposited under sections I J and 14,-that was 
to say, al'mM which came properly into the possession of people, hut in which the 
lega,l pO~!!e8sj()n of them had ceased and which therefore came under the custody 
of tbe Police. It had been provided that they should remain for a year \iah!!:, tr. 
be claimed by the owner in one case, and in another case, which was a lI'ore 
difficult. one, tor three ypars. If at the end of that time they were not claime,1 
and legally dealt with, they would bt' forfeited. There was another .qut'stit1n 
which was 1\ matter of grt'att'r dIfficulty, and the Committee were unanimous in 
opinion regarding it, It refel'rl'd to tbe levy of fees for licenses to po8t1esl1, but 
not for lioenses to mannfarture or import or tran!!port. On the whole, considering 
the many dIfficulties which existed, it WRS considered advisable t,hat the former 
olus of IicellSes should be freed from taxation, It was a ma.tter of Bomt' ddlit'ulty, 
because it somewhat affected the l'esources (If the Local Governmt'nts, which bad 
hitherto drl'ived some revenue rrom this source. But he thought the al'g'umentA 
which ronvmced the Oommittee ought to prevail i the qUE'stion, howevt'l', wa.s one 
which was open to discussion hereafter There was anot.her section also of some 
deg-ree of stringf'ncy which wa.s taken from the Oode of Criminal Procedure 
Section 28 required information to be given by any person who had a knowledge 
of any offence committed against the provIsions of the proposed Act A clause 
to that eflect existed in the Criminal Procedure Code, in regard to many offences 
1)£ a nature parallel to those punishahle under this Aot, and aU that bad been done 
was praotically to apply that seotion to the present law. Then in section 82 rame 
another new provision, which was intended to take the place of that in section 5 
of the draft Bill, which required notice to be given at the Polioe office by persons 
selling arms. The real object of this provision was to enable the Government to 
know where arms were beld, ft,nd to detect whether they had. been le~lIy imporW 
or otherw;sl'. A.II that was intended was that perSODS who poeaeesed arms ahonld 
be held liahle to fill up returns when required to do so, The Committee did Dot 
think that that was an unnecessary interferenoe with private convenience t it was 
a form of inql1iry which would give very little trouble, wonld bot be frequently 
resorted to, and which might be of great use. Beyond these there were IIOme 
minor altel'8tions in the details of the Dill. But they were almoet aU purely 
matters of dl'a.ftillg, intended to bnng the provision. of the Code into harmO'lt, 
with other enaotments.and to make its me&Ding olear. Under tbll8 oircumstaDC8lI, 
at almost ,,11 the ohaDges which bad been made, althouih of IOrae importance. 
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were in the interest of the public and in the direction of relaxin~ tbe .trin~bo1 
of the Bill. the Committee did not consider that it net'd be republi.hed u 
altered by them. 

He tht'n moved, that the Report of the Select Committt'e be taken into 
consideration * * * *, He wished to address himllelf on this occuion rather 
to the objections which had been taken to the principle of the Bill. They 
had been told that no case had OOt>n made out fnr the Ilill; that it wu 
apparf>ntly entirely unnecessary. One representation which they had had 
from tho British Indian Association went so far as to lIay that no fact. or 
areumeuts bad heen adduced to establish the vooe'8ity for Buch rig-orou. 
lel!isll1otiou Well, he really did oot, know what evidt!Dcl' would satillfy eVt'ry one 
Ht' th'lUght htl had !.cen at Ilome paillA, wilen he moved for leave to intlOdllce the 
Bill, to !lhow how IIr~eotly the necessity for some !luch meuure had Lean for 
many yt'I1.I"8 persistently pressed upon the Governmt'nt of India by almollt every 
Local Government allll Admini1!tration He mentioned .IRo certaill statisti~l 
facts which proved tIlt' ,'xistl' IH'll of a large aod incrl'uing traffic ill the very 
description (,f arms whi(·h'it was mor,.l uudeslrable should be introduced into India, 
and the Council had slill beef' told that no CdSl' had been made out So fRI' aa htl 
could understand, the only statt'ment to contravene the evidence he then adduced 
wall, first, tbat the importation of arms alld the value of arms had been diminish. 
ing during th!' last fivt' or six ypars, illRteo.J of increasing'; and in the second 
place that a e-rckt number of lH'oplt' had been destroyed by wild beasts. He did 
Dot III the 1t'I\~t propnf'e to con t rlJvert eithcr of those flta.lemcnts ; but be bad takeD 
paiuEI to show, whrn he introduced the Bill, tbat he was perfectly aware of the 
fact that a diminution had taken plac·e ill the actual imports of armR, and be gave 
the rea.son f"r it, that wa.~ to say, that the Government of Iudia bad put into 
force certain powers which pos8e~!led under the Customs Act of absolutely 
prohibiting: the importation of arm!> of a certain description. Well that was a 
ver.'! useful power, and one which tht' Government proposed til retain. It would 
tlupplement very effectively t\.e provlsiolJ of the prest'llt Dill But he also pointed 
out that it was one which by lt~elf was Vel"y easily evaded, and that the Lo<'&1 
Govl'rnments Wl're not Fatisfil'd with it ; that they a~kpd for more powel', and 
were not appreht'nl'ivl' that thesl' add it ional precautions w.,uld be abused. Hb 
went furthl-;-, aha had told the COllucil t1,at the GoVt'rnm('ut of Jndia were in 
pOi'~esRion of information which showed that the importation of arm II would, if 
the existing law were Bot 8upplemented by a fresh aud more tltringent Jegi.lative 
enal'tment. very soon he very largelv aud injuriously increased He thought 
himsdf that that was Fufficit!llt evidt'llce of thl' necessity for the Bill, even if it 
had not heen supplemelltc.'<i by the very definite expres(lion of opinion by his 
hOIl'ble fl"jend the memher in eharg-e I)f tht' Military Department, whose opinion 
on a tlubjt'ct of that character should, Sir, Ed\>'ard Dayley thought, be recl'ived 1.11 
decillJive. However, if more evid .. nce \\as wanted,-that is, if those who bad 
denit'd the nN'e8sity for tbe Bill wanted more I'vidence-be wOlll61 .. y 1hat this 
Bill 'had now bel'n published It had been ('om men ted upon with very great care, 
he was gratified to say, bya large number of Jocal officers and be had Doled 
something of the result. A great many in fact a large majority wbo bad been 
cousulted had not takton any notice at all of the principle of the Bill or the 
DeCletlSity for it. But he migbt .y that in their remarks almolt all of them had 
implied their approval of tbe Bill, But. a coDsiderable number of those officei'll 
bed gone out of their way in expretl8 terml to approvtI of the Bill and to declare 
the necenity for it.· • • • • • • 

83 



HISTORY OF LEGISLATION 

Well, SIll Evw.u.u BA !LIn hoped~ although he could not ('xpect to satisfy 
every one, that these expressions of opinion might be taken 11.8 sufficient. He 
could say that almost every officer who had been consulted had either 1\.8 he hud 
said, expressly or impliedly approved both the prinCiples of the B 1\ and tbe 
direction in which it went There was actulllly only one exception, and aU that 
was necessary to say of it W8.8 that the exception seemed to .prove the rule. Sir 
William Robinson in Madras had DO doubt taken the euct line which the British 
India.n As!ociation had taken So much for the necessity for the Bill They had 
been told, it had been said in some quarU!rs, that the Government had brought 
in the Bill under the inflllence of II. !;care. Well he t.hotlght he had showll, and 
the papers bad shown to the Committee that,!lo far frOID this belD~ the- calA, 

for at least eight successive years the Government bad been pressed to pass a 
Bill precisely on these linea, that, t hey resisted doin~ so until th~ necessity for it 
wa.s absolutely shewn. So fal' from the Bill beiu~ pa!l@eu noder a. sca.re, he might 
say that !lome of til(' most import.~nt information Flhowillg' the ne(lesslty for the 
Bill had only been received since it had been illtroullced. He would not trouble 
the Oount'il with any fllrthel' goener.!.1 detaih of the Bdl. There were a number of 
objections taken. and he was bOllnd to say that Bomll of th(Jm had bt'en taken 
with grell.t force, fl,nd had provt',l v{'ry useflll to the Committee in FlSttling the 
details. He might class them into three ('11I.'lses, first, that the Bill was too 
stringent, unnecessarily severe, and that a portion of it was not workable. He 
Was houod to admit, and he had pointed Ollt when the Bill was ill trod l1{'ed, that 
there was a slight oversig-M 111 drafting- i that the Bill in its ol'iginal shape had 
IJPrtainly been made somewhat rig-id by the old provision as re~ards the proclaimed 
dilltricts having been removed But that had bl'en altered io Committee by the 
restoration of this provision In the next place they were told that the Bill was 
too severe He had pointed ont, holV largely the () Jlnmlttee ha.d modified the 
severity of the Bill by amendments which they had made He hsd himself 
a9spnted to those amendments. hIlt he thou~ht that if they erred III any way, 
they erred, perhaps, aomewhat in the direction of over-relaxation. VersonallJ, 
howevel', he was oontented with tbe Bill as it stoou, with the exception of a trifl. 
iD~ verbal amendment which he proposed to move on the present occasIon. Then 
&gain, they were told tha.t some of the provisions of tIlt> Bill were not clear, the 
objection thus taken was douhtless good and the Committee had done there beet 
to remedy the defeat. He trusted that the CounCIl would, on ll)llkin~ ovpr the 
Bill ill its present sha.pll, be wl1liol"( to agl'ee, first, that, a case had heen mad~ out 
for the Bill and fOI' a Bill drawn on the hnes of the prellent measure; and 
wecondlYt that tlhe Bill had been shorn of mOlt, if not all, 'oF its objectionable 
features. At any ra.te, he must, thank the Oommittee for the very patient 
attention they bad given to its prl)visione and the trouble t.hey had taken to make 
the Bm workable. The Motion was put and agreed to. 

Tn. HON'SLI!l SI1I. JOHN STUCBI!IY, moved the following amendment.:­

FirstJ that in section 17. dauae (6) for the words' except a license for po888S' 

sion.'· the following be 81lbititUted, namely: -uGranted in a place to which 
aeotion 3~, clause 2, of Act No. XXXl of 1860, applies at the time this Act 
oomel int.o force, OT in respect of any such license other than a lil'.6n2e for poeees­
sioll granted in any other place." 

Secondly, tha.t in !lootion 11, olaulle fCI, for the words "ex(!ept ft • .. foreatd .. 
the worda .'other than II> lioense for posseuion'" be IIl1hstituteQ. 
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The object of the ameudrnt'nt \'1&8 to impote a licen.e for pMHIItiOD of 
arms of aU kind. in those parts only of the (lountry which bad been .I....ty 
dislI.rmed onder the provisions of Act XXXi of 1860. Hia motive, he mat 
explain, in bringing fOl'wal·d the present amendment, wu partly .. finanoial on_, 
although th,.t W&S not hill principal object. He hoped to he .bll! to show to t.be 
Council, looking at thtl matter from a fillanoial point of view, tbat the privilegl' 
of poS!essing arms i8 pa.rt f)f the (IOuutry which wel'e already dill&rrned, atld to 
which alone he now refelTed, W&li II. legitimaw 80urce frmll which to deriv .. 
reVtonue, autl that it, wa.s a point of some imporlance ill connection with too 
late measures for extending the financial powers anll rtlsponsibliitit'll of the Loeal 
Governments He sallI that, a'! Il source of Imperial rl'Vt.lllue, the receipts from 
fees of this kind would, no donbt, bt' quite IOsi!(OIfic'lLllt, but ffilm a. Provincial 
point of viflw they were n()t without importan!'e, As II.U ill118tration of thill 
importance, he mIght. mention that in the North- Westel'll IJrnvinccil, with which 
he wall best aeqllainted, it was calcula.ted, that lIuch feef! levied upon a "ry 
moderate scale wonld yield lIot less than one lakb of rupees " year-lit lum 
which would 00 Vtll'y valuabJe as an addition to the Pl'Ovillcial finance8. It 
would be difficult in his opinion to find any other way I)f l'ailiin~ sucb .. IlUIIl 
whioh would bf' open to fewel' objections ~'or levying lluC'h feel! was laxing a 
luxury, and had all the merits of that kind of taxation He knew, (If course, 
that there Were tracts of cOl1l1try where, from the great number of wild bt>altl 
or the proximity of turblllellt neighbours (lr from other dan~el'lJ, arms were _ 
neceBsity, a lIece~sity and not a luxury. Where this was the CMe, no ono could 
recognise more fully than he did that we ought to do nothing whatever which 
()ou\·i in the Idightest degree interfere witb the mea.ns of protection which tbo 
peorle really reqUired III thoso tracts. Bilt sucb partl! of the oonntry were excep­
tional, and they cOllld be slIfficiently provided for under the powers of exemption 
whi~h the HI/I conferred on thtl Goveromilnt. Leaving them out of lIight for 
the present, aud spelLkil~g of the disarmed tracts to which aloDe his amendment 
could apply, be affirmed, without hesitation, that the privilege of posseftlisg 
arms was II. luxury, I twas uHually sought for, not so milch (10 ILCcount of the 
pl'otectioll afforded by the arms as because they enhanced the digoity of the 
wearer, and ('onft'rl'ed I1pon him some !tind of perRollld distinction He eould 
l'ecognise no reason fOl' exempting pel'8()os who wished for & priVIlege of Ihat !I()/'l 

born payio~ sumtlthing fOl' it He would go fBrther and say that he could bal'dly 
call to mind any mort' available and It'j!itimate mean~ of obtaining revenue than 
that of calling upon people who desired ijl1ch marks of distinction to pa)' for them 
Such a source of illcomtl flJlfilled 11./1 the t'Ollditions which were I'l'fjui,'ed ill 
taxa.tion. The amount payable would !.tc certain and easily known by evt'ry body. 
No oue need pay it at all wh() found it int'ollveniellt to do ~O, And thost· who 
who did pay would C!outribule in pl'oporlion to the advantagilM obtained hy them. 
Exception had, htl knew, been taken to the proposal on til!' ground that it might 
offend aWl-inst a'1other fUlldamentMl rule of taxation by ('ompelling the tax­
payer to pay more than was likely to find its way to the treasury. It IlIu) bt>ell 
aid that, to levy feet on licenses for the p08lemOn of II.rm~ migllt giv/! op,Por 
tunities for oppression and extortion, and might do more to enrich the ullderhpgfi 
of the Magistrates' Oourts than the public treasury. Sir John Stra.cbey tbought 
that this objection would not be found good upon examination. He had already 
Mid that the operation of hill proposed amendment would be confined to those 
districtB in whicb tile pouession of arms wu prohibited, and in wbich there Was 
no intention of reJaxing that prohibition. 10 such places it was impoeeihkl to 
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dispense altogether with licenses. Section 16 of the Bill ma.de provision for the 
grant of such Jicenllell, and it WI8 obviolls that witbout the Government had no 
mean8 of keeping iteelf informed. or of controlling the number of arm. which 
were from time to time in the hands of the people But if licenses were required 
at all, the objection to charging fees for them lost aU its force; because it wu 
not the fee cha.rged which gave the opportunities of speculation but the nece88ity 
of applying for and obtaining a license which had to pass through the hands of 
8ubordinate officia.ls. But in his humllle opinion, spea.klD2 of the provincefl to 
which alone it would apply, he believed that those auti;'ipated dangers had really 
no existence whatever certainly not more tbau in most otiler formll of taxation 
whIch might be named-in octroi-collections, in inland customs-col/t'clions and in 
license-tax collections He helieved that the only ei'f!'ct of cha.rging- f .. es for the 
posses8ion of arms would be too add by the amuunt of those fees to the Cllilt of 
obtaining them. 'l'he additional cost was very far, in his opinion, from being a 
disadvantage, for the OounClI was now con~iderillg tbe case only of th08(' parh 
of the country where it had betjn determined, on the grounds of pohtical expe­
diency, that Lhe people ought not generally to be in pos8el'sion of 1101 mf; and where 
a cbeap and abundant supply flf them W&II on no grouncis desirahle He had 
dealt now with the only objection which he hart heard to the l/ropoBf'd levy of 
duties 011 these licenses. He wisbed to add some very important evidt>Dce in 
cOllfirma.tion of the a.rguments by which he had sought to support his amf'lld· 
ment. In the North Welltel'lI Provinces, this special subject had undergone very 
long and careful consideration, and the result had heen to ehcit the str()Dgeflt 
p08sible opinions in favour of the measure which he wall arlvocatillg. So far 
back all IH70 Sir W. Muir, the thl'n IJieutenant Governor. appointed a. commiltee 
of the most experienced officers to consider the best \<lay of R.dding to the revenues 
That committee made variollS recommendations. and amon~st them. adVised 
the imposition of a duty on arms-licenses, and Sir J . Strachey would, with 
the permission of His Exoellency, read a short pasl!I&ge from the Committt'e's 
report :-

"36. It is unneces8I\ry to propose nny further tn:ution for Ilctllal requirements. Tbe Com· 
mitW6 desire, how6vert 10 point (lut that a logitllnllle aonrce of in cume JOlly ho fOUDd ,,~. en· 
foroing fees 00 the i8HlleA of nrm~ JieenKeij Armh IU thi. country sle in th", gf('at majority of 
osee used 808 a mea os nf increaSing the dignIty or supportl1l~ the rauk of native'! who wish to 
carry thelll. • • • • Tho probable Illoom!! all Ring from thi~ ~Ullrce iA conJectural only 
It will pl'ohably be not 1088 thall £10,000 per aonum." 

Sir W. Muir entirely approved of thl\t l't'comm<>ndation, and, in June, 1871, 
submitted a proposal to the Goverument of India. for carrying- it into effect. In 
the letter which he wrote to the Government of India. he said-

"The Lieutenant-Governor concurs p;enerally in tho views of tl~ Committee. The scale 
of feee and the suggested ruleR for i~slle ot licen8eH appear RlJltahlt', I,ut the Loral GOHrnment 
might, HiH Honour thinb, receive power to Vltly these, WIthin certain liml/R, from time to 
time, 811 may be found expedient. Ft)r £li.tricts that have not been dl~nrlJled the bCllle is 
perb.p. too high, Ilnd there It might bo reduoed ooe· hnlf. 

"The Lieutenant·Governor is further of (1pinion that in all parte of tile country which 
have been disarmed, Iilleo~es should lte required, not ouly to carry, but to pOBl!e~8, arms. 

I< Exemption will be readly granted in parts of the country wh6re prevalence of wild 
beast. or other danger may rellder it expedient that arms should be possessed or used. 

The proposal thus made was not carried into execution. It was brought 
forward originally by Sir W. Muir under the impression tbat it was absolutely 
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neceuary to provide further means of meetin~ Provincial ch&r!fe8. But the 
condition of the t'rovincial finaDC811 baviDg turned out better than """ expected it 
was dropped. In 1~76, wben Sir J. ~trachey was Lieutiluant GO\lE'rnor of the 
North. Western Provinoes, the question was allain taken up I t was discusaed by 
a nnmi,for of the mO'lt experienced officers of the Governmeut of the North­
Western Provinces, and they were unanimously of opinion that it was extJ't'mely 
desirable to charge license fl!88 for tbe possession of al'ms. He himself eutirely 
concurred in t.lle view thuR taken, And be was iu a p08ition to say that the ... me 
opinion wa~ held by the present LieutenAnt-Governor of U;e North· Weatern 
ProvinceM. Thus, 10 the North Western Provinces tl,ree 8\l('ceHl4ive Lieutenant­
Governors aod he believed, all their must experiencoo vllicers, had duriflg the 
lut eight yeal'B, expre~ .. ~d st.rong oplDions in fav('ur of the amel,dmeut which he 
was now asking the Oouncil to adopt. He hoped that a ltIeal'nre which had lIuch 
strong- authlll'lty to support It would be approved by the Uvllncil that day. The 
motion was put and agreed to 

1'he HON'BLB SIR E. C. BATLlty moved-that to spction 32 t,he follnwiOJr 
words be addpd, namely :-Any p~rl!on t('£u!ling or negll'ctlll~ to pl'odu('e any 
such arms, when 80 required shall be 1mnillhed with impri"'''lIment for a. term 
whIch may extend to one mouth, or with fint' which ma.v extend t,n two hundrt'd 
rupees, or with both ." He said the ameudment W~'1 rpl~lh one of a tt'chnical 
nature He h:"l melllJl)ned, when presenting the Report of the Helect Committt'f', 
tbat a clause hlld been introduced in I!ection a~, reqlltrllll(' persolls in poSMI.'8sion of 
arms to produl'e them \vhell tt'ql11red But by mistake nn p~llalt r was affixed to 
the section by means of which It could be enforced. The amendment of which he 
had given notice was simply l11tended to correl't the enor. 'l'ht> Motion wat. put 
and a.greed to. The motion that. the BIll ILl! amended be pa.ssed \Vas l,ut and 
agreed to. 

The Act' was thus passed into law on the 1 lith March 187H, Ilod brought into 
force on the 1st October lK78. The minor a.mendments which were from time to 
time made were (I) Section I Wl8 amended by the Indian Ttlrl'i(llriai Force Act 
lY20, XLIX of 1920. By Section 85 of tihfl Act the words I'member of the forces 
constituted by the Indian Territorial Force Act, 1920, or the Auxiliary }'OJru! 

Act, 1920," were substituted for the words Hvolllnteer eorol\{'d nnder t.htl ) ndian 
Volunteers A.ct, 186:-1 in the course of his duty as such puhlic servant. or 

. volunteer." (2) Sections ~ Rnd I} rela.ting to levy of dut ies and part of lIe,·tion 14 
were repealed by Act XII of 1891 and a.re now included in the Judian TariN Act. 
Section 16 was amended by Act XX of 1820 io order to pnal.Je arms in certain 
cases to be deposited at policp IltatioD& or with li('eDiled df'a,lers. This Act again 
brouQ'ht the matter before the Couucil on the 11 th September I {) 19. 

00 the 11TH S&l'TItMBlB., 1918 THB HOM'Bu Mil., G. S. KH.&t'UWX 
moved the followiog resolution :-

Thill Council recommend8 to the Governor General in ClJllOcil that the In,lion Arm8 Act 
he 80 modified 118 to brbg it into liDe with EDglish Jegi.JatioD 00 the sulljed. 

He said :-1 do not think it neceeeary t.() make a long llpeech or elaborate the 
m .. ttel' much, for the reason that this was discusaed at the last nelbi War Oonference, 
.. nd he undel1ltood then that the Government wu willin2' to improve this Jaw, or 
to m .. ke .. lte .... tioDl in tbi. law 80 as to bring it more or Ie .. into conformity with 
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the English Act. 1, however, put forward the Resolution beeaUH I did not hire 
that the subjeot should drop, and I &m glad to find that my Hon'b~ friend MI'. 
SUl'endra. Nath Bau6rjea. as also my Hnn'ble friend Mr Patel have put <J.llestioDI 
OIl that orne poiut ou the 9th iUitaut, the anSWers to whieh are to be ~i.en under 
thiil Re~olution. Thl~ lubject is rather difficult in one senile of the' word, or 
ra.ther in all 8e1l8NI of the word It looks prima faeie right ~ha.t everybody should 
not b~ VermiLLed to Cd.I'l'y armli ; it also looks right priMa facie t.-. S8Y that the 
POSlIlt'sswn of IHmli should be restrICted, and should be hedged round by oel,taib 
preca.utions. llut it alHO appears ttl mil, and appears to be demolHltra.ted by 
expl'rie'Lce, that thetle resLrictiorHl have only helped to makl:!, the lawahidillg and 
peaceful people aJ'ml~sii wltllllnt any rl~ht L, pOFsess a.rms wh~rea.8 the dacoits and 
cvd-mlUded pel'llOllH g'oing about theil' i'liquitous waYII have been Bbl~ to secure 
a.rms. S\J it ClHnei! to I hili, I b,lt the more ppa.ceful and good pllople are helpless 
and thtl uvil-lIIcltlltld IH'oplt' have It c~rtalll adva.ntage over them. TillS state of 
things cel"allily hal! 10 1,1) r"lol·Jiecl, alld 1 rmgg-est in my Resolution that this 
can be donI! by appn'ximaLIII~ to the jlnwtir'e that obtaius in I~ngland. In 
England, It WIll be St"'t} tlla It liaR heen I'"cogllised from time imm.-morial that 
every privat~ Citizen h,LS R li~~ht to I'wry arm~, but at! OCl'aSlOns arose they limited 
this l'lghl 'fbe earlit'~t I,~w tint I ran dl"C",V(l1' IS 7, }<jdw. II, c. ,'j, which laid 
down that people m~} earry allll~, !Jut th"y IShuuld lIul eorne armed to Parliament. 
'l'hat wa~ the lil'l!L limitatioll they Imf)f)I'!t'U, 'l'lIe next hrmtation was imposed by 
2 Edw [II, c 'i, whieh gav., thf) potlple the liberty to carry arms, but restricted 
them {nan goin~ armPll III a.fI'rd.Ys. 'l'lraL is 10, H,lY, It !.\'ave them the liberty tt, 
go Mmed to any market, lint nllt to go to allY lJlg affrd,~ and if thel'e is an affll&Y 
it i~ cel'ttl.lDly ri~ht that people should Bot carry arms. rhat wu the next 
limitatioll. 'rho thil"l limitat ion c'!'me, and that is rn.ther important, and it is 
mentioned in I, Will and Mary 11, c, 2, RHd It c.tlne about in this way James 
11, WI> all know, either rail away, was dl'poRed 01' abdipatl'd or whatev~r it was 
Iond then Wilham wa~ "I'OWIl"d, ,\.bout t haL time they drew VP a Will of 
Rights alld in tha.t tilt' ('aIT\ IIIg of arms 1'3 mentIoned vel'Y prominently, and 
then' Ilf a Vl'l'y amU~llIg' feature about it, They saId that James was very Wl'OlIg, 

because he allowl'c! CathohpB t", CIU'ly al'ln~ but dlsarmf'd all Protestants. That 
wal! UUllto' 011 l'pligllt118 L:'l'llnlld~, alld !lOW Wt' can afford to ~mile at the existence 
of all th~be disllbilitlCd, becllu~e till t Iwse dlstlnctiolls have di"appeared, 'i'hen we 
bll.ve the Aets of .la alld a~ \'Il't, I (170, which <1,,11.1 WIth fil,t>-al'ms, and what I 
a.m very glad to fiud l~ that ill the ea~,' of agl'H~nltnri8h and pt'ople who have got 
crops to protect, It is not nCI'l'",ary fOl' them to ~~t a Jieense They keep flre-Iums • 
withoot, any spe('i~l !lc'~ll~e; tht'y have a right to have them Then we have the 
Aets 63 lind tI~, Viet., 1870, which say that you ('an11ot I'xport arms, but 80 far 
as the po!!se!l~i, 11 of ~rm8 goeR, it dol'S allow anybody to can'y at'ms unleSil I 
suppose, prohibited. I 8btly, we have the Act 3 Edw VlJ, c. 18, which ie 
popu'arly called the Pistol's Act, a.nd all explosivps and dynamites come under it. 
But what I particularly wish, to bring to the notice of this HOll'ble C('IlDcil is 
tha.t in EIlgl8llld they look upon it as the right of ('very citizen to carry arms 
subject to the limitations which they ha'''e imposed wh~rea,1' in India unfortlluately 
we began by sa) iug that nobody has ~ot any husiuess to have arms ullielili 118 ie 
permitt~d to do 80 by certain Jaws I Wish that w~ went back and adopted the 
Englisb principle that evel'.vbody has a ri~ht to carry armf! 8ubj<lct to the limita­
tions which may be imposed and not that no mlLn is entitled to have arms unless 
he ie pel'lllittcd to do fH) 'fhat is the point of view which I wish to place before-

• this Hon'hle Council and the advantage would be very great indeed. FiNt of all, 
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arms a.re requirt>d for twu purposes, One is for the pllrpost! of pl'ivate dl'ft'bM Qf 
property alld perSOIl, alld the liecollli ill lor public purposes, t.hat is to _y, for 
national dpfenoo and natIOnal purpcH!les. So fa.r as priva.te PIII'p')Sell go, Wt' kaow 
thltt the Indi"n Ptlnal Code provides the rig-ht of PI·lva.te (I"fonoe, hilt LO ~ I(re .. t 
extent tha.t right. of private defeuce iOi minimiseu or rendt'Nd dlffi~'ult to he 
extlrcised by the arms uoL lll.,ing allowed to bl:! l'arrH~d as a llIalter of right. 
Supl'osin~ a few pigll vi' wIld al,imals come into my field, 1 It,we j{ot evt'IT I·ight 
to kill them, ami I I!uppose the law JH't'mit~ it. But the law UIoYS, 'you o&nllot. 
have a gun unless WI' permit you.' Hut I have not Kot a gun, and the COIlKt'ql1tlncl' 
is tha.t the alli!Dals come and eat awa.y the cropi Ilnd 110 civil ilhlt caD he bruught 
a~ainst them, as they lUI' not amenable to the jurisdICtion of (·ivll COllrts; and 
tbat is where the difficulty COIlJeIl In. Similarly, III the ('B8l' of <lilcoitfj, rubbf.1'II 
aDd thieves In Ell:.c),l.IId, it has been the lmmel1lorild (,Ul-tom !!11IJctln.,~i, 1 belill\"t!, 
by law, thoul{h 1 eanll"t tind it my "elf, If hlll'l{lal's ul' IhHlVl't; get itlto a hOl1!i(', t,be 
inmatt'B ciln shoot them Wllhou! any questioll. I ('Illl bholV YOII, at ILlly raw, 
I remembel', a remark ot Sir H .. \I1·'y ~1l!.ilJe 011 lllll l'ommlmta.r1C~ un tlltl 11IdiIL1I 
Penal Code to that effect. In India, we h.we stili that I'iu;ht, I L .. luwe, that If a 
burglar gets into my h()lI~eabout ffildlllu;ht. and I ~t>e hillll!.l'lll"d atld that hi' has a t,1g' 

wrapon, I suppose I can shoot hlln. But. tbe law 11l're is gnarded in variouN wayli. 
The Indian defenee IrO!!" on from step to step, If til(' bU1'glar who geltl illto my 
house has Io{ot a lug tlltlll, tholl!.(h you can Leat him alld If he iH rUlIuing away 
with your propel tv, yon may shoot. him ill t he leg- ; the hlW says 1 hat) un should 
not shoot him on cerlalO parI" of hill LOlly, III the tl'uuk /If hi ... IlOlIv avd so oU. 
There are theije hmitatiolll! of law ill1pose(l. ISo, I Hubmit, that thill it! a state of 
things which \"('(luirei! to 1Jt' remedi(,o. 

In various parts of my C'iJllIltry I tilld that mallY agricultlJrists and POOl' 
people 10l'e their crops !Jftell h} tl,t <11'1'1'1 dallOlIll of Wild animal", a.nd it 18 Ijuite 
necessary that tht',Y should p(l"~f'!l(o; fire-al filS, Hot of t lw Ll'st type of Mau~er 
pist.ols, but small arms lIke fowhl1!!-piel'e~ and I!lllOt gilliS, (II' all),tlimK that will 
make lIoilltl elloulrh to scare away wild animals !llld hirds. They mUIit. have a 
right to pORsess such small arms without the JI!,('t'H.ity of aprlyin~ f'Jr a license. 
1!'or instance, a big mall havilll! 8. lar!!e alld cxtl'll .. i\'e field IiUtl l'I'OPS should have 
the right to pOBsess a >-1110.11 fowling' pist.ol or s()m!'thmg' which will makc WHile 
enou~h to ilcare a.way wild II.lIimah" and binIf-!. S\rnilarly, I al!l() think tHat 
bankerB and rich men shollld haw t Ill' right to 1I0RI;I)I<II IHIIl!!. In theNI' c1aYR 

generally mooey ii sent b) post or by milw:w But slill there arr iJaJlk!.'l"s ill my 
rural part (If the country where they have gol to maintAIII lar~e halauc('fol ;11 theIr 
houl!e to leud mone,lI to tllHir u>u&nts, alld often timeR a.IRO LIJ!'y havu to trallHft'I' 
money frQID. one village to allot.her So 1 think t hI'S" pl'ople must hav!' cniain 
facilitit!IJ, that is to lI&y, .. persnu desiring' to !'eud a.nyt hillg over Rs 1,OUO lIhouJd 
either be entitled to the service of a poliue-malJ carrying a 1(110 or hill servanf may 
be permitt~ to 08rry a gun to prol~d hi!! mooey. That will reduce the dsclI;ties 
.Dc! thefts that are taking place on a Ia.rge scale. Then my thlrd"'propo8'tI is, that 
the method of obtaining' licenses should be rendert'd f'ltilY, In EII~land, if you 
wi8h to pnrch ... a renn, yoo have only to ~() to a post office and pay there 51 or 
to,. &II the ease ma.y be, and that POl<t office gives YOIl a license, you ~I) t.Q the 
shopkeeper aDd be gives yon a glln on ylmr producing thf' license. and therl' is no 
mON! trouble about it. Wherea.s in India, if 1 Want to purclsase a ""un, 1 must, in 
the firtt inlltaoce, apply to the Sub-divisional Office.". He then refers my appli.ca­
ti.oQ to tb. Police ID8Pfctor, and tb!l ~~lice Iuspector submit. hi. report to t:6f 
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Distrrct Buperintendf'nt of Police, and he again Cotwards the application to the 
Sub· JOflpector for inquiries who eventually recommends, if he thinks nt. that the 
applicant appears to be a good enough man to have a gun and under the usual 
oonditions he may be 2iven it. Then it goes to the Di8trict ~agi!ltrate ; 80 that 
the poor man ~ets absolutely tIred of the whole procedure and having to run 
about 80 many timps for obtaining a license. Many people get tired of this 
procedure and nevel' prt'''B for a license, lUI the procedure involved is Vt'ry 
cumberaome. They sit dewn and trust to chance, and instead of a gun they take 
empt,y tins and beat them to lIeare away wild animals. I submit, SIr, that the 
obtaining' of lioen8es Rhould be made easy so that people may readily obtain them. 
I also submit that it it! necessary that, some people should be entirely exempted 
f!'Om takinll a licpnse and they should get it 8.8 a matter of right * * * *. 
* * * * *. 

And tht're is in SPOl't that need for a man to undertake a certain amount 
of f&t\j.tue, go ,\tho\\t food, fl>llow anim&\s &tld yet not luse h\s temper. '[\)ere 
are many Ips80n8 that. a man g'f'ts from sport, and I should like our young people 
to be encouraged in the~e outdoor ~ports, more eRpecially t hose of shoot III g and 
rnnning' down animals, which is a very useful exercise indeed, and the people 
mit! ht be eiven opportunities for it. TheFe al'f.l then, Sir, the proposals that I 
would put forward. Our Indian law i9 all right 80 far as it goes, but it should 
be slig-htly remodelled on the En~lish type so as to enable every free citizen­
there are now 110 non-free citizens, slavery has gonc-to have the right to ('arry 
arms, \e:riculturists with small farms should be permitted to have fowling­
pieces and for the rpst of the people licenses should be easily procurable. These 
appear to me to he the main fea.tures. One of these at any rate was discussed at 
Delhi, and it was said. if I nnderstood rie:htly, that steps were hein~ taken to 
ma.ke the procuriTlg' of these licenses easy. That view was taken at Delhi These 
are the recommendations which fall within my Resolution, and I m()ve the 
Resnlllt.ion and hope that it will be accepted. 

The HON'SI.IC Ma. C, A. KINCAID, in opposing the Resolution said, I 
would at the outset ask tllis Oouncil to cast back their memories, 01' ratllPr to go 
back to the history of India some sixty years ago. As this Council is aware ip 
May 11ll!)7, the Indian MUliny brokp ont at Meerut. Seeing that the outbreak 
wall at so central a place, it seemed very likely that if to the military olltbl'et.k 
was addt'd a civil rehelHon by the people the rehelliou would spread east, west 
and BOut.h, It spemed !!pecially likel,. that the rebellion would spread to t hI' west 
because there lay the Province of the Punjab inhabited by a brave and warlilre 
popnlation who had only yielded to the British power a.fter a long and very often 
doubtful strug2le. As a matter of fact things turued out 80mewhat differently, 
There was a civil rebellion, but it did not Spl'8&d to the west, The population of 
the Punjab, not very long befl)re the Mutiny, had been disarmed, and the l'e8ult 
of that was. that the di8loyal elements in the Punjab wtlre unable to ovelawe tbe 
loyal elementI' •• They were unRble also to render any "ff."tive aseistance to the 
Mutinl'f'l'8. The loyal elements rallied round British officer8 like Hodson and 
Nicholson, a.nd instead of beinll a danger to the British Empire rendered servtces 
of almost, incalcula.ble ma~nitude. On the other band, the poplllation of Behar, 
the old North-West Province, Oudh and Oentral India had not been disarmed. 
There the exact contrary took place. Tbe loyal elements were 8Wt'pt awa;y by the 
disloral elements who 1Vere armed, and the result was two years of war whioh 
tuAJ to the utmost the reaourqes of the British Empire, and caused inteDse 
tu#ering and ~iaer1 tbroulho~t great ~ro,i,,~ In the 1_,1860, the tirtt 
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Indian ArDll Aot wu pused. That was 58 year. ago, &lid fro.a that WIle to 
this there has not been one 86rious riling in any part of India. Now, 1 would 
.. k the Counoil to consider that statement. A rifing in India, looking lot the 
resources of the British Empire, must be abortive, and an abortive rieiog rDeaDI 
military executioDs, hangings, fines, conl1so&tioos, the ruin of individuals and the 
millery of mlony often innocent families. I will 20 even further and expre18 my 
deep regret that the first Indian Arms Act was not pused in 1850 in,tead of 
1860. Had that been 'done, there would undoubtedly have been & military 
out.break, but not a civil rebellion; Iond I ndia would have been spared two yean 
of war and sulfering, years of racial hatred and of political stagnation. Of coune 
the Hon'ble Member may reply, that that was merely a coincidence, that Arm. 
Act or' no Arms Act, there would have been nc rising in India arier :i 860. I 
think if he were to mlLke that statement it could easily be disproved. A. long 
ago as the 15th century the Mussalmau writer Ferishta, the historian of the 
Babmaoi Kingdom, said there was no country in the world that was 80 liable to 
i·.bellions and revolutions as Tndia I think that is only natural whlln you 
consider the vast sub-continent, its difficult communicalionll, its immenBe popula­
tion aDd their extraordinary liability to sudden fits of relijtious excitement. I 
will not quote more thau one instance, but one instance f will quote in illustration 
of whllt I say, and that is what happened only the other day in the Akola taJuka 
of the Ahmednagar district of the Bombay Presidency. A ",amlalda,. had beeD 
pursuing a recrmting campaigu with possibly an undue amount of zeal and 
enthusiasm when a body of some 2,000 or 8,000 Kolis gathered round hi. hOI18e 
and Ret fire to it. I am not snre whether they chopped him to pieces or burnt' 
him alive. Cel·t&inly they showed their disapproval of his methods in .. V8'ly 
vigorous manner. Now if tbe Koli population of the W8IItern Gbats had heeD 
armed, the whole of thl!! portion of the country would have been in tlamee, and 
you would have had the railway cut between Bombay and Poona and between 
Bombay and Nasik and all communication via BomhA.y with Europe, Africa and 
Jrak, would have been stopped. I put it to this Council that that would have 
been a politica.l cala.mity of the first magnitude. N ow, there is a l/OOond aspeet of 
this case. Previous to this war the garrison of BritiAh India was 78,000 Rriti,b 
troops, and rather more than double that number of Indiao troops. Vi,itol" 
from foreign coun tries used to express great surprise how the garrison of 10 great 
a country was not larger. As a matter of fact there was no secret about it, tb. 
key to the enigma Wall the Arms Act. Had the popUlation: of India been armed 
a very much larger garrison would obviously have. been needed. Now the 
garrisoD of India is a charge on the Indian Exchequer, and flo larger garrilOn 
would havE' meant a ll\rger burden to the Indian taxpayer. Therefore, 1 lubmit 
the Indian Arms Act bas, during the lut 60 years, saved the Indian taxpayer 
hundreds of thousands of pounds sterling. There i. a third aspect, of tJai.· cale. 
It ie this. On two occasions in recent yeare India has "layed her part mo.t 
nobly in Hsisting Great Britain. The first occaaion was when Lord Curzon'. 
Government in 1889 sent an Indian contingent to the defenoe of Natal, and 
military expert. bave expressed the opinion that it wa. the assiet&llce reDdered 
by that contingent tbat laved the .ituation at that time. The second oeouion 
was wben Lord Hardinge'. Government sent troopt to Basra, Eut Africa and 
France. I say to tiJis Council tbat it would have been abeolutely imponible to 
do thil bad the pop~)ation of India been armed. I bope the Oouncil will aooept 
myaaeertion that I do not cut any aepenioa on Indian 101alty. I wonld notelo 
80 for .. single moment. But with an armed popuJation the daDre: of • MD, it 

M 
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.. 0 gl18&t, i:ta spread it) eo ilwlft aDd its OOrlteq8eD<'8 10 1ierri"le, ~ at ..,ulcl ile • 
ver, bravo Government iDdeed that would dare to denude india of 1I'OfPII uaMr 
t,bese coDditions in time of war, I would tbere£nre put it to this OeImoil ta.t 
the, .. lwulel be very .low indeed before they de .... with ... Aot whic~ ~ 
the IIft.9 ".... bas 8eOW'ed to India publw tanqniBitJ.t Ba"ad the t.,.., .. 
hundreds of thousands of poundll and enlibled hbe Govemmelllt on two gre.t 
ocoaaiODIL to play ber part 1I0bly by the Empire. Of COll1'se the Hon'ble m~er 
may rep1,. that he does oot want tl) aholish the Act, b1llt wants to modify it.. 1 
pat it to thO:e Couocl1 tha.t mC!Xli6cation on the Iinell sagg88tleG hf the !H0Il" 
mo.ver amounts to abolition. J hlla",e not read aM !.be Acts wh.iDb the Hea'l:ie 
mover has quoted, bat I bave practioal experience (alld I es:pect man,. Membeo 
:in thi .. Council bave a.lso) of the w(lrld.~g of the English Arms Act. You- go to 
the Post OtHoe BlDd pay a pound for a gun license and two p9UDdslor a game 
lioenee. Now, apply those ooudltillns to Iadia. There are often ~m' :rio4IeN 
very waalthy people i It was so during the recent Al'l'ah riots, :JJht>se weatbhy 
people' could, by the expenditure of a few thousand rupees, get lioenses If1l' 
il&veral hundred men and diiJtribute arms to them, aDd ther.e you are, the riot 
bec~mes a rebellion with all the lamentable con!lequenceiJ which that illVOWeI. 
Tbat'e !s one oriticism wllioh was l:Il1ggested by the Hon'ble mO\ler, it w_ 
oo a .fa.llonrite theme of Indian Fpeakers before. the war. The lindian Arma 
Act, 80 it WaB said, had unmanned and degraded the Indian popDl&tioa, a" 
the Iwlastration generally employed was in connection with the MlW&tha .tiun 
.t(t which 'the Hon'bl" maver belong!!. It used to be asked where 'Were thMe 

. ~dW. armies whicb ODce held India in fee, wbere welle tholla 109,000 hONO_ 
,the tramp of whose cha.lgers was heard from Attock to Bamevwaram , 
TJ\e a .. war M"&S they ~ad been aboliahed by the AmDII Act.. U _ _ 
tha~, <QPOsed to the malignant influences of the -im.placable enac~ 
t~, ooum.ge bad been dissolved j it bad oozed out of their finger hips, .ud tdtat 
IfIom .beillg the foremost warriors Df loalB. they had beoome mem ,helot&, 1JNIl'8 

tillers'&f .the lIOil. Thollglh it WBii conceded th .. t there were oert.a.iD Jlarallh 
Hg1.men.ts. ~t ",vas mid they were not fit for modern warGre,an& tbat1the, lifItBe 

it ndy to 1lDlioe Soutlbaro India j alld even so great au authority aa ,the late E.cl 
&herts expreeed the opinion that Marahha regiments were Dt)t good '8IID\lgh 1GI 
tltof an UgtbaB'1'ush. 

W~I, as His ExoelleDCY the Vioeroy mid the other daf" this 'W'" .. 
brushed awaH .a. gre&t many cherished theories and, I may add, a ..... t -.n, 
cbsa:lIwtd pr~wlioes, 1 ha~e served for 1.6 years in the MlW'atba .eoUDtry~ aM .l 
am .aUl-e I ... U have the symprtthy of the Council wb6Q I .., that 1 Jon the 
Mua.tba counbry and I love the Maratha people; I love ~ splendid laad wbiell 
atr&tchae from tLe Viadbya mountains dowo to the confines of Kanan ad hean 
the Oelltrai Proviuoelil to the shores of the ArablB.n Sea. j I love its tempenttle 
.clima~, its nablelnUs a.nd ita perennial rivers, and abo~ aU its d.eathlNa .epic ,ef 
,muiw,y glory. And I oah &saW'e this C01~noil that I felt a glow of pride aad 
~umt-a.wl I maf 8&y .&.ha;t £eeling was shared. by otber .M8IIlbers of my BerriDe 
ill the !\bratha oountry-when I learnt of the ,galla.ot deeds of the M...t.Ia 
r.iJDsllUJ whG sailed with Sir Arthur Barrett to lrak, • occ~ u.-, ..ao 
took lC.utaa.and WQD.&t 86ih&. Bir, every single maD of 1Ibe ra.nk ud file of tIaoIe 
~s1I Ud bten ~.ed r.om hirth w u's so-called bliPUng inlueooea of ta. 
.talaIible leUaOtment, u.4 yet t.8ey £.a\lgbt iIl.& wa.y wbich w.wlcl _e .l'DDIIM die 
~nlf' 4f the ~lUiI sif tlle Bbotle and the .oom1'tdet ,(jf Cbimaa.ji.A.ppa. 1. pdt it, 
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tI1 'hill COlHl'Jil that the ga.lIantry of the Muatha. regiment. on the ~ 
fieWs of Meappoli&lQia i. tbe surest answer to that criticism and the best ptoof 
tb.t it hu never had the aJigbteBt shadow of a foundation. 

The I10N'SLJI: SIB. WILLIAM VINlllENT welcomed the discussion of this 
Re!roJution for various re&80nS and observed that: - In the first pla("'6, it will 
afford me an Oppol'tunity of eX(lJaining what the Government policy 18 and what 
it has been, and this is the more necessary. 1.1> misleading' 1I.(.1COUOts of tbat policy 
are often m.o.e public whi.,h do considel· .. lJle harm. There at .. also a cerbr.iu 
number of people, who, I believe, are gE'uuinely in errol' as to tha policy of the 
Govemm-ent in this ma.tter j indeed it seemed to me from what I have jl18t heard 
that this remark: applies not only to non-officlIs\II, but that at lASt one otBoial 
Membal' of this Council is In the same pOSition. 1 hope to cOllvince the CQUDllIl 
of the necessity fOl' legislation of thlll kind Oil entirely dtitarent gruunds from tba.t 
adoptl'd by him.. I beheve that tll1~ necuslllty It! I'eco~nilled I!verywhere. it III 1)0 
new policy in India. a.nd doE'S not da.te from 1 H5 7 a.t all, It began with the 

• advent of Bri~i8h rule into this country. I have hl.!re a quota.tion from ellr Bnrt~ 
Frere, where be says, 

ODe of the hr~t 1116("'1lI08 of :::ill' CIJ!ulel- ~a\Jiel 111 ~IDd Wfiij u IIJodltlilUtiol, forbillo.tillg 
vel~ou8 to carry al1ll8 wltho"t hecllHe Thl' loai teaHOIl fOT tlll)HO rUHt';(·tioIl5 l!/J clul'yirlg' and 
pOBSeSI!!Dg arlllH WIIH the inher!'nt difficulty of 1I\1I111lalUing la\l BU!\ order 11\ or vnllt bact!! 
inhabited hy peoples of widely ditferout degreoll of civilisatIOn. 

That is the real reason for this legislatlOll into which the Government h .. 
been f{lreQ(} hom time to time I believe indeed tha.t Iluch GloallUl'ell IIJ:e a. natural 
aooompamment of growing order IIdld civilitl&tiQn. It ill true t,h .. t t~ builJ of our 
pt'eaent legi~ation WI\II the Act of 1~60, a.nd tha.t Aot was pUled shortly after tlaft 
Mutiny, and was pooba.bty connected wit.h the unfortunate risioj( of 1857, 
but 1 do not think it can be said that thtl A.llt of 1878, which ia the present Aet, 
is in aoy way connected with tha.t event though 1 do not doubt that the UIll"1!8triCt­

ed ilHllle of lieio&es for fire-arms might attect t.he military lIituatioll iu that it 
would probaMy lIece8sitate the IlltIointenance of la.a'ger forc811, a point ah'oady put 
by Mr. Kiooaid.. To return to the Act of 1~60, it was found in a few yearll 
after the measure was enacted that a larger tlumber of cbeap fitl!-ArlDll werl! beiDg 
iMported aDd u~ tlll'oughout the country, and the consequence Gf that Wall tbat 
large gangg of armed banoits wander-ed about the counh'y who became too 
po.erinl fer the police to cope with. It shOl·tly became necessary therafore to 
impose fllTther ,'estrictiooll on the poll8ession of al'ma in order t,o maintain tltat 
law ami order which j,l, IY 1 hue frequently ItIlid io thw COUDeIL, the g1'eateat 
auet (If 8ritleh rule in this oollntry, I will (lllote wb.t Sir HeDI'Y MaiDe sa.id, in 
I SSt on tlris Abject, becaase, I think, it illusfiratft my argument and tendl to 
di~rove tbe idea th.t the Arma Act " .... the result of the Muhny He.aid:-

It ill one uf the unforlulHlte CODHtlquellcolI of the gl'lmt "trugglc (If 1867·58 that leg:il!latioll 
of tbi, kiDd is suppose>:! to he c()nnected with I"yalty aud dialoy.lly. Aft a ,uatter of prluciple 
it restll on quit" different gron"ds. 'fhere is 110 Hllrer sign of barhuIIll1I than the habit tlf 
c.rry;.g .rlJlll, a.nd lit) clearer 'nark uf advllaciag ciViJ'U170lJ tl,an tllf;1 gradual d,IlU6U IIf thi. 
pnetioe. 

Theee wcwdll e.plain the reaeon wily the Act of 1878 was pused. The 
previDu Aet wu insufficient for the maintenance ol the public peace. It wa. to 
secdre thia that tlae later Act was enacted, and I think it may fairly be eaid that 
it hu heeD fairry ei£ective. Tbe Hon'bIe lUover ~ t.old us that eVerj penon in 



· 1'4 .. KHAPARDE'S RESOLUtION. 

Englaod IS entitled, and bas always been eiltitled, to earry arms as a matter or 
right. This is not strictly accurate. The Bill of Rights to which h.e referred says 
that' the subjects which are Protestants may have arms for their defen.ce suitable 
to their oonditions and as allowed by law.' * ... * 

* * * * * 
The Hon'ble Member is particularly anxious that arms should be given 

out freely for 'protection against da'3oita. The position in regard to that 
is olear. toeal Governments do give out arms and issue licenses in various 
districts for this purpose. In the province of Benga.l arms have been issued 
with some success for protection against dacoita,-I think in the district of 
Mymenaingh,--a.nd Locoal Governments will, I am sure, be quite prepared to 
consider the necessity for furlher measures in that direction. If the facts justify 
sucb extension ansd certain~y this is a matter to which thtl Goverrament of India 
would a.lways give sympa.thetic oonsideration. In my own province, in onc 
district a number of licenles were issued for weapons to be used aga.inst dacoits; 
but 1 am afraid they were never used. Indeed on some occa.sion they were 
lltolen by the dacoits. 1'here was one instance in which a gentleman was g;ven 
a gun for the protection of the village aga.inst dacoits, and when asked why he 
had not used iit in a particular occasion, he said that he ba.d been unable to do so 
as the daeoits threw stones at him. In the district of Khail'a in the Bomba.y 
Presidency a number of arms or licenses were also issued to householders to use 
against desperate criminals, with, 1 am afraid, very indifferent results. Th& 
a.rms have been stolen in 80me cases and used by the thieves for purposes other 
than that for which they were given. In Bengal, as 1 ha.ve said, the experiment 
bas been successful, and the Government of India are quite prepared to advocate 
any extension of that Rystem which may appear feasible. For the protection of 
crops, licenses are issued freely at present, and this is a matter to which special 
attention has been drawn more than once. But this is a very di:fleren~ mattel' 
from accepting the Resolution of the Hon'ble Member, the result of which 
would be that every village badmfl8!t, every thief and dacoit, could, on payment 
of Rs. fi or Rs 7, at a Post office get a gun and use it to terrorise his village 
neighbours. Every village assa.ssin, every Goonda, as they ILre called in Calcutta, 
could procure a gun or revolver, for the purpose of terrorising his enemies. That 
is a position of affairs we cannot contemplate, and I hope it will not commend 
itself to this COUDcil. It is quite true that licenses are issued for fire-arms on 
such conditions in the United Kingdom. But the conditions there are entirely 
dlft'ertnt. The population is more civilised, less pl'One tQ violence. and the 
necessity of avoiding force as a means of determining quarrels is fnlly I·ecognized. 
There is also a very general sense of civic responsibility Fnrther, it may safely 
be said that in the United Kingdom, sa.ve for a.n occasional armed burglar, the 
only oftences for wbich fire-arms a.re used are po&cbing affrays. In India, the 
position is entirely different. We have a. large amount of agrarian crime a.nd in 
many provinces dacoities a.re very prevalent. There are again bitter religious 
fanaticism and faction disputes which often lead to serious disturbance of the 
peace ; and it seems to me tbit it would be most unsafe to a.now unre8t~icted 
possession of fire·arms in India in such circumstances. I cannot but think that 
the position of affairs in the Punjab, for insta.nce, in' 1915. would have been much 
more serious if the }a\vlellll section of the inhabitants had been allowed to secare 
arms without l'eIImction. Similarly I in Arrah in 1917, there might have been 
maoh mora 10l1li of life. Wa know what effect the possession of fire arms in one 
diltrict in Bengal had upon crime. I refer to the district of Babrganj; I 
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think at leut one Member of this Council will remember the time wben gaa.hot 
murders in Backerganj were extremely common * * *. 

• • • • 
With all these faots before Hon'ble Members I want the CouDoil to 

consldt!r serIously wbether it would be safe so to rel&1 the prolltlut restrictions .. 
to possession of arms as t.o allow evcry bad character, as I have said. to secure a 
gUll license merely on payment of Rs. 5 or Its 7, That is really what is prop<llled 
by the Hon'ble Mllmber who moved tLi" Resolution. 1 submit that that is not 
sa.fe and that the Governmen ~ could not posl!ibly 11Ildert.ke the respoDsibility for 
preserving the peace on those conditions. The real aftont of thill would be largely 
to increase Lhe r~hysl~al power for evil of a certain llootio/l of I be people withollt 
any correspondmg IDCl'ease ill those moral forces of restraint which obtai. in 
more advft.nced C(luntries. 1 need not say ... Iso that any sl1ch chan~ in the 
system would involve a large and immediate increase iu police expt.>nditure. AI 
to Bengal, the danger of allowing the fl'te pnrchase of pistol8 and revolvel's which 
would oece!HIarily follow from the acceptance of the Hon'ble Member's Resolution 
is well illU8bated by tbe Report of Lhe Rowlatt Committee. Council knows that 
the theft of 60 automatic pl8tols by the members of the revolutionary party 1n 
Bengal led to a very largo nllmber of murders, chieffy of police olftoers. The 
Hon'ule mover said just now that the fl't't! l'0s~esllion of tirearmB was nece ... ry 
fur two purposes: firstly, for protection against wild animals; and, se<'ondly, for 
national defence. 1 think we might add that in the case of a certain section of 
the people, shooting policemen would also be a favollrite pastime if weapon. were 
procurable without restriction. Let. U8 see what 1I1e Rowlalt Cc'mmittee eay on 
this point. They say that taking the whole supply of arma together, the 
revolutionariel! 0111y obtained arms enough for isolated outrages. If the lIupply 
had beeu suffioient to give evpry gang an ample and sepal·.te supply, the 
conspiracy might have JlI·oduced ... calamity of terrible character in Bengal. I 
think, that this indicates the very great danger of allowing the free purchue 
of pistols and revolvers by men of this character; and snch pm'chase would he a 
necessary consequence if the Resolution were acoepted. Similarl),, we know 
Germany bas made great dforts to get .t the ditlaffected portion of the population 
of thill country, and that a.ttempts have been made to import arma for tboir 
assistance. II! it reasonable that when we are at war the disaffected portion· of 
the popnlation, small though it may be, Ibould be given an opportunity for 
making trouble? Is it re&tl{)Mble, I say, that we should facilitate tbe very end 
which the Germans have in view? I read a lecture whicb 1IIall delivered by an 
Indian in Berlin the otber day, in which he frankly said that the reason why 
people, like him, did not rise in thi8 country and had Dot given more troub1e wu 
that tbey bad been unable to Eecure arms. I do not for ODe moment luggeat 
that tbere would be many of such people, bllt I maintain that it would be madDesl 
for U8 to increase the faCJlitiea for procuring lethal weapons by eVe n a 8ma)) 
number of such pErsona at a time like the preeent. 

So far I have attempted to explain why 1 cannot accept the Resolution. 
But if I am allowed a few momentll more to explain what our intRntiona in the 
direotion of amending the rules are, I tbink it may be of interest to tbe CouDcil 
and also that it may very possibly meet tbe Hon 'ble mover. We have formulated 
certain propoeals to which the GoverDmpnt migbt have giveD e1fect earlier, but 
we thought that j, would be fairer if we deferred our liD.I decmoo until thy 
Council met when we could ooolnit a number of the pl'O'rincial rephl80t&tiV8I 
and non-ofliciala of· thia CODDCil on the aileqna.oy and propriety of the 1Il8U1UeI. 



'IhoUj',A tlwA aM daupr. iA aR, g.3D8l'M ... _.tin .. ol tb NHriotron. whi'Ch Me 
n-oW implNd, it by n') IJIe&n. foHo •• tlaat the Gtrr.mu .... t it' DO~ ill ~lt1 
with mlloh that ha.3 bean uid by the Han'ble mover, or it unWIlling to do all 
tl}at. Lt. 1*l1b&8 to 1IIIDO'.'" raoublte gri8T6lte8. 1 han bseo. a. ;District 
MaciaJma.te I8Y..u, r.n.d 1 kllow that men W'1l~ want lie .... are put to a gtetdi 
daAl ot illc8n..u.uoe, ud that whaliev81' tromble fihe Diebriot Officer ma, t&1re 
be ill ofllaa reatoo. to balieve tMt • lie01lee cOlbs 1Il4ft! tball th& eight aun .. 
that i, pWl fo~ tAe- at&mp, 'rlli. is tbe kind of inc)nveo.i,.o8 that we leek to 
avoi4. 0111 IDai,Q principles, 110 far ... Wtt have formulated. them, are a. follow. :­
Firitl" we will .. boli.lI ali t'liCilll dilltin Jtion! a.t once; Reondly, we propo18 to 
f&ciLib.te the iHu8 of lioens .. to men of a pr.mribed cla .. , if I may Use t.lte term. 
We p",~se am, if the L)ca.l Go'¥'erlUDents do n)t satisfy u that there &l'e grave 
objeotiolu to- lI10b a C,)W'S8 to e:Etend the psriod and the ar.. for wbicp licensee 
should be ~ ... lili so that. liocel18e" inued should bold good for a. nUlaber of years 
awl tluQul'lwut British l'lldi., The 6J:lf.Ct qaalificatioD8 of the prescribed clus to 
wbiola 1 bav,e referred ia 81 matte .. of detail which we ,hall Itave to work out, but 
tQe idee, i. tllM on the IIIPplie&twn by any person of that class licenses shall be 
",u8i ... Batter 6)f course wititollt IlIny inquiry by any sQboluinate anthonty, 
aad W8 !ta\le' 8Uggeeted (though whether this is a fe&l!ilDle proposition or not I do 
Md; bOWl that liooDles should be issued by lOme more conveniently situated 
a.u.thOl'lt1 than District Magistrates. I cannot sa.y that theae PWPOBlw'S have beec 
adopted!, beoa\l8e .8 I said we do not know wha.t the view. of Local Goverum8Jltl 
are in 18tpeet of them. 'l'hey have been circulated f"r opinion aDd wbat I 
J1t"lPQlle to do DOW is, to uk the official members coming from the pl'ovince .. and 
_ III Bamber o£ nOD-of&eial members to attend a. conference where we may 
cJ.ten.. aal thorooghly th1'elb out these proposals. As 1 aa.id 1 hope to be able 
to to. ~m6' atepa wbidl, whil. net elldangering public peace, will at the same 
time affocf reaM!JQule facilities to those who desire to keep armB for tlwir 9wa 
pn4Itction 0t" for the ptfotection of tbeN.- ctOpS, or for allY other lawful purpose.* * 
• • • • • 

TJl& IlOlf'JlLK Mr. SUU:NDRA NATII BAN JIJIIJ lilA , * * * Then the 
ftni~s racial cfrstinotion is one which is a source of great irritation to UI. 

Let me ilhntrate my point. My friend the late M!l.haraja of Mymensingn had 
uuder Plim a nttmber of Eurasian servants. He had Dot the right of calTying 
arms without a nooule, but these men could get as many guns as they pleased 
withoa. a license, and it was abundantly proved i& ODe of the recent cases tbat 
.any of these ana1'Chists and revolutionaries got their arms tht'ough unscrupulous 
lI~~tr .. n~ !lnruian agents and some of them were convicted and pnnish"'-. 
~e!ore it PeE!mS' te me that it is a matter of first Importance that without 
IU1 Hfteoesau, del'ly tfle regalationa \vith regard to th& Arms Act should be 
1I'JOIt'iW. Whether you accept my friend's Reaoldtion ~ not, it i8 another 
.after, ht that we etand in an txceedingl111nsatiafaeool'Y position i8 admittt>d 
by the GOYel'Dment, and I appeal to my HOll'ble friend before this C0tl1cil 
cliIeIf, ~ _ue the ~ regulatiolTs which may help to create a feeJing of 
colJtHtmeBt ad remtr'fe the irritation "bich the present working 'Of lIbe Al'IDf 
H .... pml~ It1DODg the Indian community at large * ... * ... 

fl_ H.' ... So ED~JA8G ¥MlLMb!l :-* * * *. We all of qa 
~~ IIf'IOi&J.b ~ 1Ilw 1Yw1 to .1 witb t1ae working of the Act., that. 
~ A.at. u.t.f .. .. lUlu UNel: it reqQire very la.t:ge modi6cat.Wnl, ud 
"'& __ ,**, tIHl tMt \hOM III.~C.ti.Go.8 are PUi t,Q be iatl'oduced. 

, . 
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aut .h&t tJ.e Hon'ble mG¥8l' uka WI to do, i,'" appMEd. tM at ....... 
of this OGUllbry to tAIat at Hoae, and ~ .tMt JM ....... , aM. ..... 
be a abatantltJ .nd vary <large iD.o-..e in t.M umber .. .JieeaIa .... 
Ad tDe anuaber of arma ?,*u.ed, by tlie people .. the . ...."._ aD ... 

print I .iah to point out one or two Mpeot.'" the;cMe'" ....,. t ..... 
Punjab N ow I think if we were to put tJRia qu..uon __ .. of .tll ........ 
do peasants in the Punjab who ill probabh' a typioal elector of our oonatitlHlDc;' 
df t'he future and ascertain his. real feeling. on the IUbject.. t do !aut think he 
wonld look at the question qnite in the 'ame "/fay ae t!he Bcm'bte llfea&er 
tbinks: His first idea would be that ae his enemy b .. a gun 'he mutt get ODf too. 
The idea. that a' gnn is given to a man entietly for aelf·c1efenCle ia one 'Wtlitlll 
would pot, I think, strike him. The Punjab 111 a pt'ovinC8 in whiCh, aooordillr 
to a recent Report, the interval between thought and action is 01J1II1la.Uy .'bon. 
and there are man y occasions on which there are ra.cial and o'flher ainnrt.oc. 
and local factions and 110 forth on which the free possessiO'D df gun. OD eitber 
aide would certainly lead to difficultIes in maintaininJr the peace of the country. 
In .fact, if the principle which the Hun'ble Kember is ac!vocating were oaniecl 
to its extreme, the time might come when tbe peasant 'Would baveto go to lJil' 
well and follow his cattle with arms in his hands aDd the country would relapte 
into the condition from which we rescued it 70 yeaN ago. We ~ave a furt'hor 
difficulty which especially affects the Punjab. There i. a oertain amount of 
apprehension already being lelt even in Eng1and as to what flIe deet will be 
When a large number of men come back 'from the war, men Who bave 'beeD 
accustomed to see bloodshed, men who are well acculltomed to the prompt band. 
ling of arms; when Ilbey oom8 hack ill .civ.il Jite ADd wWh 10 ~ thm cJaim. 
for this or tha.t. We 1.180 IIhall be having large llumbertJ of me». COUliJw back 
from the wa.r i men who are daily acoustomed to hudliZW arma.-Dloen in the 
prime of youth. Would it be wise to let them have aocess to 11188 for tuUo civil 
disputes and to make themselves, as they probably would, a terrIiN' to tbe oonD.trr­
side? A further point has been raised, th .. t by allowing the people to have 
arms'we wottltl be mainta.ining their martial ,pirit. If tbat were the oue, I 
think the point won1d require further oonsi-aeration, but I{ doubt nry muoh 
wheCmer we can aooept that as an axiom. Mr. KinoMd ........ , DH!Iltio.ned 
ODe case in whicb it certainly has not been the result of not haruw MIDI tW 
the people have lost their martial instinct. I may take tbe case of the E~g]j.b 
?"pie themeelT.ea. 99 out g£ a hundNld of the mea .... aN QDW fla'htrar 'haTe 
not hndled. aTm. before the war, and no one oan .y tIley InMI Ja.t their IJIaf'tW 
iMtiacte. In the NlWtive States it is ordinrily liM "",tom to .now fJh'"1JIe til 
_. hot ftJe1'Gitiag,ia the N.tive States bu DOt been better ibe in lritWI 
I_ia. I aeM bardly aMude to the illcreased ditBoaitiee wlbich the fre" 'porae­
.en of af'lDtl would put in the way ~ dealing with erplliaed violent «i1llt. A.t 
preee&lt the peeple cf tile criminal &ad pred~ry popataijon haft difBcmtties in 
g'lrttilll' ann.. They 'have to do 110 by tnrbtmage .. foree, but if tlley had free 
M08III to arms, the h'ollble of keeping them in ord. weuld 'be very gr.tly 
inct'8allelf. 1 thiDt 'We .. 11 t'ecrtgnise the absoillbe jlutiee of iheooDieotlO1l wtndL 
t.e tJeeB Pl1t for"""", that w4letre there ia .. '~ fM\" df daHilil or preIIatory 
~, tnt flhere it i. eat,. right -t;1,at; we Am!l'''hdlow .. ceJ"hdtl proportion df 
.... to the people who are Uk~,. to be ~'; ~t Wheae ..... , .. tftr 
WDHma Viltoeat poiuW out, werrld ...., to .. ~ Ct the hedI of'1QeD who 
"-"' how 'to 'Me <the., _d who """" 1UJ8 ~ '" the ,.... .. hie 'Wtl 
........ . thea if,. t.d, free iIIlte.t1f __ ill 'the ___ the JItWIb't'lUonr 
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proJl<!II8II, it i. doubtfal how far the ordinary money-lender or shopkeeper would 
provide himself with arms, and even if he did, his possession of arms would not 
deter the dacoit from robbing his house; in ma.ny ca.Sell· it woul. aftord an 
additional inducement for him to do so [f dacoits are to have free access to 
a.rllla the protection of toe commercial and industrial classes in this country will 
become a very difficult and costly affair. 

I have said nothing about revolutioQary crime. Sir William Vincent 
h .. referred to it, but I may mention as regards the Punjab particularly tbat 
tbe raceD t report on the subject poinh out the effect that the absence of arms bad 
on the attempts made a few years ago to introduce revolution in the Province. 
In one place it is said: tThe issue of the Gkadr of the lSt,h January, 19140, bad 
advised Ind_ to go a.broad,lea.rn how to make rifles, bring boxes fuU of them 
into the ¥linjab and rain over the Province a sweet shower of guns'. Some 
pi.tola and ammunition were hrought from America and Rash Behari contributed 
fou' revolvers. Other wea.pons t.oo were collected, but most fortunately for the 
publio the procurement of suffioient arms wa.s a. serious difficulty and the plans 

.for attacking the Ferozepore and Mian Mir Arsenals collapsed. In another place 
referring to the Judgment in the second Conspiracy trial in the Punjab, the 
the report say.: 'The judgment recites evidence which shows tha.t it was 
mainly want of arms that prevented a large rising in December 1914.' If by 
auy ohance this form of crime was to revive in the Province and nrp-arms could 
be easily ohtainPd by pUl'chase or bv force, the difficulty of coping with thltl 
form of crime would be practically insurmountable. 

The Counoil adjourned to Wednesday, the 18th September, 1918. 
THB HON'BLB DB.. T&.J BA.RA.DUR SA.PRU :-1 have given notice of 

an amendment to the Resolution which was moved on the last occa.sion by my 
friend. the Hon'ble Mr. Khaparde. The amendment which stands against my 
name runs a.s follows :-

That in lieu of the words commencing with 'that the India.n Arms Aot' 
.. nd ending with the word 'subject,' the following be substituted :-

• That a Committee of offiCIal and n.on-(lfficia.l Members of this Oouneil be appointed to 
conllder an.d report to the Governor General in Council to whl\t extent the [ndian Arms Act 
r.nd the rnlea thereunder can be r.mended • 

So th.t if the a.mendment which I am now putting before this Oouncil 
meets with it.e accept.noe, probably it will not be necessary to carryon the 
discl188ion further with regard to the origina.l Resolution whioh wa.s moved by 
my Hon'ble friend, Mr. Kha.pa.rde. It will be within the recollection of the 
Counoil that, when this Resolution of my Hon'ble friend, Mr. Kbaparde, was 
undel' dieculSion, a sharp divergence of opinion between the non-offioials and 
the oflicia,la was brou~ht out with regard to this matter. 1 realise that the 
ql188tion is one of great importanoe affecting large interests, and it is for that 
reason that [ have decided to move the amendment in the shape in which it haa 
been presented to the CouDoil to-da.y. I do not wish to enter into any con­
trov8l't1ial matter, and I am particula.rly anxious to avoid raising any i88tles 
whioh might lead to .. ny unneoesaal'y discll88ion, though if it were necessary for 
me to enter into any .nch dicuS&ion, I would .y with all respect to my Hoo'We 
friend, Mr. Kincaid, tblt I was not prepared to a.coept many of the statmenta he 
lI1a.de in the conrse of his speech. However I shall not say a.nytbing further 
Qil t~at 811bjeot. The CounoiJ are aware that tqere h~ been for zqany years put 
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a very strong feeliug it the Indian community that the ArlJljll Act, or father the 
rules and regulations framed under it, imply II. 8ti~ma upon Indian oharaoter and 
status, and 80 far as the Indian community iA concerned, it bas been &nnolm 
that that stigma should be removed at the earli('lJt pOMiLle opportunity. Tbere' 
is no doubt about the strength of the feeling that the racial dls'inotioUl oblerved 
under the Arms Act art', to the Indian mind, very obnoxious, &Od the sOOner 
the Government decide to remove those obnoxious provisions, the bettel' lor an 
concerned. 1;bere is no doubt, I repeat" about the strength of feeling OD that 
point, and I wish to put it in the forefront of my argllment. At the same time, 
I realise that the in~reRts of public safety cannot aillo be forgotten, and it may 
be that, when the question ii taken up and seriollsly considel'ed it may be found 
desirable or necessary to imp,)se certain rel'ltrainLs with re~ard to the oharacter 
of the arms, or with regard to the duU'acter of the p~nple, or witb regard to th& 
area within which thol!l' changes should come int.o '>pl'l'ation. It may further 
be that it will be found necessary or desirable to l'evi!le the rules with regard 
to the manner in which the licensl's are iSI!Ilt>d or to the extent to ",hich they 
are ope.rative. These are 'lupstions which rCljuire careful consideration, and it 
is for that purpose that I have considered it ne('eS~ILI'V that the question should 
be referred to a Joint Committee of official!! and non-officials 80 tbat the que8tion 
may be thoroughly gone int(l. Now I do not \vish to commit myself to any 
particula.r opinion with regard to anyone of the questions which I have indioated 
just now. 1 ItIay, however, say that since 'the debate ou tbis l!ubject took place 
on the last occasion, some of U'l were invited to an informal conference by the 
Hon'ble the Home Member with a view to discllss some or the proviaions of 
the Arms Act and the rules and regulations thereunder. We have had that 
discusaion, and I do not lhink that it will be proper for me to refer at the 
present moment to the proceedings of the informal conference, but I do venture 
to think that it is by no means impf)ssible j on the contrary, 1 think it is very 
probable. that if a conference of officials and nOll-officials sits together to consider 
the various details of this question, we may c()me t() a spttlement which would 
be acceptable, not only to the Govemment, but also to the non-official Members 
of this Council. It is with that object that I have ventllred to move this amend­
ment. I do not wish to raise, as I have already said, allY sharp control'ersial . 
issnes on thill occasion, but I wish it to be clearly undel'iltood that on tbe point 
of equality between one race and another race, WI' shall have no compromise, and 
I ven~ure to think that none of my non-official colleal{ues will be prepared to 
eQWr into any compromise on this point. Let there be petfect equality between 
one race and another so far as the provisiolls of the Arms Act are eoncerned, aDll 
then consistently with pnblic Rafety you may amend the rilles and regulatioDs 
in any manDel' that the u )vernment may decide upon the recommendation8 of 
the Joint Committee. It is in thai spirit and with that object that I havtl 
ventured to move this amendment, and I earnestly ask my Hon'ble friend 
M( Kbaparde to consider whether be would be prepared W accept the amend­
ment which I have just put before this Conncil. 

THB HON'SJB MR. G. S. KBAPA.B.D& -I have considered this matter aDd 
talked it -over with my friends, and the general view appears to be that the amend. 
Jflent to appoint a Joint Commiwe suggested by my {Jall'ble friend, Dr. lapro, 
aboUJd be accepted. 1 am therefore, inclined to accept tbe alJlendmeot for a 
a. Joint Commitee, and in doing 80 I wish to explain' only one point, &ad tb&t 
poiAt it thi8. In my .peecb introduoing this RtIJOlation, I djd not .peojall, '1'111., 
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~dtoce wiih local Governlllentl on tile detail. of tbw ia""e btl di8loult 
IUbjeot. 

!. Some entice of the exiating ayatem demand the repeal at tile AGtr ... 
in the alterutive ita administration on a pure)y fiscal bMil, whereby "":1 ODe 
d_dlll aliceue could 1ItCW'8 it without queetJoa, 00 .l*111& .. t ot tit. preIeriW 
fee. The Govern •• ltt of I.d ... doabt "hether the ";0111 objeotie .. ". ., 
silaple • .ol,tioa of the problem ba.e ben fally .... liled b, tbOltf _bo' ~ 
it. In their responsibility for the mainteDaDOe of order awl fAoquillit1 the 
Qo".rnment of ladia are bouM to laIN into lIOOOUot alie deot "hioh _ lUI" 
trieted diaemiaation of 6f81.t"IDI throughout the country.lide arigltt bPe ~ 
serioWJ crime. They cannot overlook tbe likelihood of such wt*pon. being ~t1 
U8ed ill the dacoities, faction fightB, and agrarian and religioul riot. whioh 
8gure M frequeotly in the reeotdtt of onr oriminal ooutu. 1ft lIIoM'tbt&., ooe 
pro'riftce ~reoarm8 iHicitly obtained have during recent years played an apprto 
oiable part. in serious crime. and t.he Government of India cannot contemplate 
"RIt eqll8Di.i~ the similar use of 8\10h weaponl in oth4lt tw:(rri~8. They 
apprehend that if there were no reltl'ictjonf; on the posle88ion of tire atm8 by 
law_ obM'llCters, Nch an increMe iD crimea' of violsnOfJ might entue.. would 
endanger the 8ecurity of the country, and that it would be necelaa.ry largely fo 
iner_ the number of armed police aDd to improve their equipment. 

8. Tho <loverameot of lad. have decided, theMfor., that tIM ~aestion 
cannot be derJt with oa these lines.. They have con.idered the poeeibility of 
abolishiDg an 8%emptioDtl acd requiriag every OM from the highett wthori­
ties downwards to take out .. license for the poIINIIIfion of ftre.arllll. E.rrqtJfrfeI 
.hGwed the objecti01l6 to this ooo"'e. There is trlery reuon to beli~e that a 
generrJ cancellation of exemptiO'lla would be regarded as withdtawing .. valued 
privilege if not u .. mark of miltrult. 

•. After repea.tad 8D.1DiDation or tbe queetion tee Govern.eDt of India 
decided tb .. t the best chance of solving the prow... Illy n...t ill rigidly Natriotiog 
the number of exempted persons and, secondly, in arranginf that p8NOIlI of 
recognised StatU8 and character 8hould, wit.hout distinction 0 race, Qrdi1llorily 
be entitled to obtain llceneet for the P08le88iOb of firearma without enquiry or 
delay. While detailll were .till UDder di.aulioD the foU01riflg ~JutioJt .... 
moved in the hope.ia} Lerialative OounciIllbd aooepted by Government on the 
19th September 1918:-

Thil Oi/uftcil ~ to tile GOflII'Ilor-&enelW in Counell tball a ("ommlt,tee or ollh:lal and 
Don-oftieial m~~ or tbi, ~ci) be appoiDted IP COMider and report to thf! GMernor-a-ral 
In ColWoll to wb4t uteat the Indian .\rma Act ~d ~lte mI. thereunder oaa be lIIDendfd. 

T)Je wbdfjj qnestion was tben laid before a Committee compoted putiy of 
ofBcw and partl, of non official Inembel'l of the Council, and the GoveJ'Dment 
of fDcI .. are now i'n a potit.ioD to IormulaW taa ooDolueio.. I'8IIObMI after ... u..-
tion of the report of this Committee. Theae are 1M follows :- . 

, (1) AI .,.. odllw Ulp ...,.. and aJ.olir ..... of &It ONoJe~ oliAPacMr poMMIIillg a 
~Y .. tiq ....... VJII .. WiH INr eXWlpted fJIoIII all the probfw./o,." and dfHotioow 0MJWeetI 
III the- AnDI AlIi, • .e~ ill llarnut, t.IIe Paajab aud t.IIe NOI'tbo-Wellt Fl'OIItHw PwrfhIoe,' fIWIL 
vided that any Weal Goyeromeot may rewa tile _Ida« ..c:riation. &r putiOufM ~ 
er ill pvticolar areal where aoclI • ClOacae is ~ in tt. iatereet of I .... aDd order • 

." 4JI clstiucti.a at • raaiat oa..nct. wiD _tlbeHlhed, bllt a.......... ~ t1f 
..-.pte4- JM:!IIOM .. aJllMlBded liento will itiIl be .... ..., the pri.llefe ~ -ifd to .. 
ame re&trlctiona in rapect of the ..... aDd' .... If .. of '"'PO ••• ,~, .r 
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(3) Exempted por80Ds will not be required to register tbeir weapon8 b~It. pow.er will 
be reserved to the Government of India aue! the local Goverurnellts aud AdmllllS t ratioD8 to 
require the registration uf rifJllI!, revulvers lind pilltols io the pOl!88ssioll of su:h per8oo~ 
where necessary. 

(4) The grellt land-holder~ include<l In eotry (t» or the schedulll applln~ed, Wh? ~t 
present enjoy exemption in respect of weapons iII the possession of their retamers, ,!11l In 
future be allowed exemption in rellpect of n fixed numoer uf retainers whose we,.pons W\1l be 
regiltered l!.nnually as retainers' weapoll~, their Dumhar and description only being specified. 

(6) To persons of approved chal'ilcter an,l Ktatl\8 licenl!es .for theyoMsessiJn of ri~el! 
(other than those of prohibited ooros) ami sml)oth hores will ordlnllrlly he Issued. on appllca· 
tion and without previous elllluiry. 1L will llo for local t1lJ111erUlllollts ~o prescrloe for each 
province the quahficatiou8 cutitling any perHI)I) to this privilege, but 8ub)ent to any _ BIiCh orders 
the Go.ernment of Jndid. cOllRielor that the following rlualLtieatioll~ should b'l suffiCient .-

(i) Memberbhip of auy oreler established h~ the Crown,. or thp. pOH~e8~ion Jf a title 
conferred or recognised hy the Gliverntll~l1l of India or of the Kiliser-I HllId M"dal or a 
certificate of honour, 

(iil Merll\'tlrship, pa~t u f preBent, of the ludlnll ur a Provint.:lBl I.egiblatlvc COlwell or 
inclusiun in the list of Provincilll Darbaris . 

(iii) Payment of not le8s than RH. 1,000 per aunum lann revellU" 01 HB. 250 in rottd 
Ind publio wor"! cesses. 

(il'l Payment of incume·tax on an incollle of tlot less tlJan Rs. 3,000 for a period of 
three years'. 

(u) Being a Government officer in receipt of not IElA~ than Rs. 2.~O per month. 

(vi) Being a commissioned or gftzetteil officer of HI~ Maje.ty's Militnry or Naval 
Forces or His Majesty'B 1 ndian Marine Service or a comml~Hionerl Indian officer of lilt: 
Imperial Service Troop~ inactive lIorvico. 

(vii) Being a peu~ioned officer who hefore retirement was hy virtue of hia official 
poeitioD included in any of the dIl6He!! Iltlscrihed ill (1») or (pi) ahove 

(6) PlIrsoDII who have Illtlwrto elljllyerl exemption lont ure not included in the new 
Bohedule of perlloos exempted will he re'l'\ll'lld to take out liccnijcR, but It will be open to thc 
local Governmeut to treat thelll Ill! entitlll<1 to the privilege dc~crilJed in c1au~e (5) above, 
provided thnt there i~ no mce dlMcriminati JII. 

(7). The following chnllgeA will he mucic In 1100 rliles roglliutilig the i~5l1e of li,'P1l8cs .­

(i) . LicenBeH for Tll\'uh orR 11tHI pi~tolH will he i"~lIpd IlIlly ill CItKe~ of rf'nl ncceHsity Ilud 
to persons of approved Chltl'lIcter, tloe fet' being lixed lit nil eu hanced rate of Hs. 10 except 
in the N orlll· WeHt l<'rontier Prnvlllce whl' l'O ou.c1I1Ulg{! Will It .. maul' . 

(ii) For II license in I<',.rlll XYI tho fee will be raised to RH. 5 f<lr each breeeh.loa·liu~ 
weapon bl1t will remain unclmllgetl for muzzle l(ladorM. 

(i'i) Licenees will be A'rantllri, if So desired. for an pxtpIH1Atl Iwriorl of three yen"N flU 
a compounded fe", slll~ect to the ('xi.ting collititionR regnrclillg' the rllpnrt of II~SM ano tran8fer 
of the weapon, and !ubjeet furtllPr to the prtlvi~u that the 10cIlI Rulh<-litie8 Rllnll Ioa\'e file 
Tight to enquire whether the weapon for which a lic(JIlMIl hM been glanted iR HtiJl in the 
poseeleion of the licelll\El·holder. 

(it) Special instrllctiolls will be iR .. lled to affnrd facihtieH to agri<lultnristt! to obtain 
-iiceneee fol' the protection of crnpij or c!lttle Ilml to !\ecure that they lire not withheld withollt 
good oause. . 

(Il) Liceu8E1111 other thlln those for the protedioll of crops or cllttle wheu issued at the 
license holder'" place of perulIlDout r6Hirleuco will he valid throughout British India., IIxcept 
Burma, AHIIIlI!1 l\lId the North· West }I'mntier PI'l"'inoe, 8uhject til any re8trictions that loay 
be ueoeseary III reiilrd to auy partioular province . 

. (119 Licensee will Dot oDly he issued by Di8tr~ct Magistrates but also hy such Sub­
DIV1BlOUai officer~ as the ~I Government lUay 8peclally empower in thi~ behalf. For the 
purpote8 of euqulry prElhmlDllrV to the iSlu.e of 8. license. other Ilgeucill8 will, wh.re poqible 
be employed in a.ddition to or in .ubstitution for the police. ' 



INDIAN ARMS (AMENDMENT) BILL, 19l!!. 

The necessary modification of the rules a.nd schedules in order to give 
effeet to these decisions is now being uudertaken, bill, in order to give persoOI, 
who ArE' exempted at present hut WIll IlUt. be exempted in future, time to adjuat 
themselves to the new conditionA, the (,hanges in the li@t of exempted per80D8 
and the enhancement of fee, will not take effect until) st Jauu&I'y 19tO. 

DRAFT SCItELJ1;LK m' EXKMI'TIr,U PKKSONS.-OMITTJUl. 

E.rtracts from the Pr(/('wltllg.~ of thl: Jlllperltli LI'gisltttil1t' COIlIli'il relatin!/ to tlr.d 
1Ildia1~ .Jrms (.Amf'lIrliJii'lIt ') Bill. (11111. &plmtbt'r 11119). 

THE BON'BLP. Sla 'Y n.Ll A '>1 VIN(,IINT moved for I,'ave to introdullo u. 
Bill further to arnellli til!' Indillll Arms 1\..t, )"\71', and buid that :-if Hon'bJe 
Members will look at thc S!:JtelUellt of Ohjeds II.nd Reasons &tta(~he(l to the 
Bill, (see page 13 of the l\1anual) 1 think they will lind there expressed 
more lucidly than I ca.n t'xphill t)wm t he I ea~fln~ wlliell hav .. led t.he Govern­
ment of India to lIudertake thi,,; 1l'~i"llLti()ll. lJ IIder 81,etion 16 of .the pre~ent. 
law a persou who haa arms ill his l'oSJ;<"Hsi"lI witli<)'lt a heensl' 01' the pOf'~!'ssioll 
of which is unlawful for any J"(·a.~l)n, ha~ to ']l'~IHlHit tlw arms at the nearest. 
police station. and lillIeI'll he can !ret a Jil'eTlfH' tt, pOHI!eSS them WIthin Ii 

specified period, lhe arms a.re fOI'f'ei ted to Govern llI1ln t. "Y Il IlOW propos!' 
in lieu of thifl provisioll to proviu<' that a perrioll who i~ not E'ntitled tn 
posscss arms by l'l'aSOIl elth!'r of hi~ ('xemption belllg' withdrawlI or hill Illit 

havin~ obtained a li{'t'n~e, may depo~it Ih .. arms either at a p(!1i('e-stat,ioll or, 
subject to allY conditiolls that the Lo('al GIlVel'lllfll'nt. may preseribE', with any 
licensed dea.ler. He will Lhcn JUlve an opportunit.y within a r('8~Ollllhle time of 
disposing of the arms ill any way be thi nks Ii t or of getting' a licelJse if he 80 

wishes. It is only 011 hi~ failure cit her to dispose I)f t.he article or get a license 
within the prescribed time that t,11l' ;UIlH! will be sold. The last clause of the 
Bill is really a del'l'lItra!ising- ('1:"1'1' enabling' t he Local Goverllmput to make 
rnles to carry the new pl'OVI~I(lIl~ oi thp law into ('ireet. 

* * * .. * 
TUE HON'aLB PANUIT MAHAN MOIIAN MALAVIYA 0ppoRed tIll' motion and 

observed that :-it has lon~ I.eI'll ;L matter'of complaint to Lhe Indilln public thai 
there is an inv;diollR di~!inction drawII be! WC('II 111,lian!! and Europeanij in·thl' 
matter of the possessioll of armp.· 'rile ()ovel'llmenL have now d('(:ided to remove 
that invidiousness, and they have franwlj ('tJl·taill rules for that purpose, Bul, 
that was only olle point of t"1mplaint in relation to the atlminis!ra1ion of the 
Arms Act. The RPCond point was that arm~ "houkl be availablp more freely to 
IndianA, as freely as 10 Europeans. Now, t.hat is the effect of the 
rule!\. wbieh the (tl.vernment of India. has made This Bill is now hro\lght 
forward before the Counei) in order t.o (]eprive a number of persons of t1., 
right. • He p"()('eeded that-the limitations which have 
been imposed hy the ReSOftltion of the Government of India to which reference 
is made will show that mi.ny pel'SOll8 \vhb were free to pORses8 arms without 
if. license will not he able to do ~o hereafter. 'rbe taking out of /icenles will 
be necessary and that i!l essentially a curtailment.. TIle 8tntement of Object8 
and Reason8 says: uThe changeR in tbe administration of the Indian Arm. 
Act, 1878, which were ftJlnouncpc] in the Government of India (Home Depart. 
ment) Resolution No. 2125-0, dated the 21st March 1919, are to 'come into 



tNDlAM ARMS (AMKNDMEMt) BlU., tilt. 

f.ro& on" lit I~ 1.iO. ODe of the chaft,.. i&. cun..u ... t ., the list­
of ~ penoa.; aDd tben are pro_hi, II om ... of peucme now in 
IawfqJ .... lIiott of __ -' ... muitioD, of.hiDla the poa.taioD by tIIem 
will _eome aa~ .. , reuee. of that curtaillDtDt." 1 eubmit tW if • 
ourtailmeat 0I..11e n,fat .. po.-. .. ra. it to be broagbt abou.t, there oaght to 
be an opportunity given .to this Council to discuss the matter. If a Bill 
is introduced wbioa, witboat dowi.~ .. diecmseiOB at to the propriety of the 
cnrtailment, aeeks to make provision for that curtaildlent being given effect to, 
1 submit, it is open to exC8,=. The proper course is that the whole 
",lioy ft_ is iwYolvecl ia ~ nilou of. the G09emment of ladia. ref~ 
to above shttUld be CIGIltideftld by th, CouGCil aa4 th, administration of the 
Arm. Act be put upon .. souud and satisflloCtory basia • • • • • 

* * * * * 
Tall HOB'BLII Ma. SHAll replied :-1 was somewhat surprised when 

I heard my friend the Hon'bIe Pandit Madan Moban Malaviya say that he 
opposed the illtroduotion of this Bill Now, if h6 had carefully perused the 
main section in the Bill and compared it wlth the oorresponding section in tbe 
Act of t878, which thia particular section is intended to amend, he would have 
found that the present Bill is a liberalising measure, and, in consequence, 1 am 
perfeotly oerbain that he would not have adopted the position which he has done 
this morning. It seems to me that he hae reaDy not compared section 16 of 
the old Act, which it is intended to amend, with c1aule 2 of the pTesent -am. 
Now, Hon'ble Members will see, if they refer to section 16 of the old Act, that 
this is what is laid down therein :-' AnI person posseBSing arms, a.mmunftioJl 
or military stores the possession whereo br him has in consequence of tile 
e&ncella.tioll or expiry of a license or by the lssue of a notifieation under aection 
16 become unlawful, shaU deposit the same without unnecessary delay yvith the 
ofBoer in cbarg. of' the nearest police-station.' This is the provision embodied 
in section ltJ of the old Act, and it is this provision which is intended' to be 
amended by cla.use i of the present am, and if my Hon'ble friend had carefully 
read sub·clause (1) of clause t of the present Bill, he would have Been t.hat wha.t 
the proposed enactment intends to bring about is this, that under the circum­
stanC81 specified in clause 16 of the old Act the person who is in possession Qf 
.1111 ... h .. no _ .. er the right to keep tho. arms 10 hie po_sion may, in 
addilliGa to what he i8 reqeiJed tt. do by clause 16 of the old Act, also, at )H. own 
OP*o, illattad .f deh .. .,mg the plohibited weapons.t the poliee'statioa, go to a 
»e..M<i ,eador and: fle,- tb. weapen with him. That i8 to 1181)', the propoted 
MaCtmat .. es bim the trouble, the wony ud occasionally the vexatiml wilich 
IItISolta _heft ID_ nbjecte ha .. to go t4 poliee atation8 in order to obey the 
direebioP. of I ... ·• l ... tAIIdl. pDg to t~e police·station, he eaa go to. printe 
liteneed TeIdor MId say t& lim tlDller the DeW Jaw: 'I Jaava DO longer the right 
to Hap tlMa "'''poa in 1II)f poMHioD. Will you pleue IeH it for me aDd Itt me 
hayt tbe .... p.oceadIa' Wi~t cempariag the provisions of the 0" Aot 
.itIb the provi-.. • olaee i anj thJeD. bringing in irrelevant matter whiob 
... hOfI1tinc ~ do witiJi; the Bill beIoIIe tile Council IMlt may ba-....:ae refereDOe 
to ~ ~,.Iioy IIIlderlym.g- the ArIM Act wMh would be the a.bjeet. 
aaatka of __ OJI, omy if a new.... Act were to be belON the Counoil 
.all • ... ... pauiDg a. DeW A:raa hot, I aOOlD1t, is really f_iDg up. Ci!:- wlaioh ill eD..,. i .... nt to the ~tter of the dDeuMoo 

. na. . • • • • • • 



INDIAN 4.'kMi (AMINDMSf4T) IILL. UJI. .. 
Tn HOll'l'" 811. Wu,LI.lJ[ VUle..,. :-1 tlaink tbat tile *fiilclltlioo 

OD this Bill, whioh i. really.. harm I.. ....are intended to Iaoili\&te 6be ~ 
aaJ of arm. by perIOn. who happen to POII8.II them without authoritr, hal goae 
• little ",,,,,,. The ,ole object of tile Bill ~ to maIr.e thiup ~v lor nola 
pmone, .nd it laM nothing to do witb .Y pMral ctaeltioa of poUa,. It .. of 
ooune open to Hon'bla MePlbm OIl ., &iIolatitD plOperl, frUMd to aritioiM 
• poliof of the HOQle DeputlDen~ BeIo)q,tioD OIl tb:e Arm. Act, wJaicb .... 
r.,.t1, luned. /t.Jly mtmber can toQ,. a BeaoJutien on that poiot uT ~ 
bqt this preaeQt Bill ip PO '"'1 alect. the lJOlioy involved or tJM time at .hiU 
~ BeaolutioJl will Qome into eJfeot. TbI J:I81r polioy will come .to .I~t oa 
lobe let of JUllary of next y~. We poetpoNd the i.trodA4:two for 0",-­
~ order to Jive time to those alfaQted; bu.t all that tbi.a Bill doe. it toO .y UaM 
persons who would otherwise be prejudicially affected by the ohug. of JlOliq 
IDvolved in that Resolution shall receive certain faoiJitiee and be .ved 10000-

Yftieoee. The motioo II.. bowey... been used .. aD opportunity for at.taolriDI 
the Home Department ReeblutioD by tiM Hon'ble Mr. Malaviya wlto- Mid, I.,., ."0, he thonght that the GovenUIl8llt of India .hould neyer"'e ~gecl tIM 
potiey In relation to the Arm8 Act witkollt preyioll. ooll1ll11tatlon with the 
Members of this COtlncil. 1 do not wi.h to dleea.. the qlleation of policy, lRtt· 
may I remind Hon'ble Members of tbi. CcJuIla(t that 1Mt year we W .. diJ.. 
:!u.1oo of this 811bjeot aDd immediatelyatterward. tbtre wu a prolonged eittiar 
of ofIIcial and non·omoiaJ Members of tbil Coa.~ tt .. .. * .. *. 

* * * * * 
T •• BOR'BL. Pj,NDI7 MADj,. Moa •• MA.LAYll'A I-Thill, I oppoM 

the UlOtioD * * *' *' * The rlMOn. I have fried to aplAio briely .... th .. , 
that the polioy which underliea the BetolutiOD whiob the GO'Yenamnt of Ind. 
illlufCi 1Iolld to which reference is made iD the Statement of Objects and ReuoDI 
ot the Bill, ought to have been difOu8lled lHtfore thi. Council. By thia Bill 
~ini introduced ill the way ill whioh it ia bemg introduced, Membel'l of tbia 
Counoil ar6 hebai d.eprived of the opportunity of diaol1lliog the polloy of that 
Resoliltion. As the grievt.nce relating to tbe Arma Act is a long-ItuuliDr ooel 
1 very respectfully submit to the Government of India that it would 
be wiae, it would be right, if tbe Government wODld give thi. COtUlcU tU 
~~rtuoity of disous.ing the policy of that Reeolution belore pubJithlog thU 
8m in the pzette i as a result of that dlacllSlion Government might think Jt 
at to amend the. Bill before ukinr that it should be publftbed in the Gazette 
of lQdiJ.. 

!fBI H91f'SLI S1& WULLIU' VI.cln :-1 wiab to point oat ODe 
fact oa1y, a.od that is that the .ffect of aeptiring tbit motion would be tIw.t 
Bill would have to .,. brought betore thi. CouDeil for oouid .. tIoD without 
~ bMn published, without th. public haviDr ally opportllDity of upr"" 
.. OlJJo100 on it. That, I think, ia a ,..wi; "hiGh enD the HOD'Lle Member 
bow .. _ lIlaGh be ma, _k to ....... hi. pMnl.,. u ~ M_ber of W. ComoiJ, 
CUl ecareely~. 

The IIIOUoe .... put 'aad agNed tAl. 

TIM moti()ll to OODlidtr !WId ~ the Bill w .. u.o &I1'eed to .. sui tho Bill 
w .. ~ &I Act 1X of 1919 Qd incloc1e4 II .,tioD 10 of the Act [1'., 17.J 



280 NOTES, COMMENTS AND MISCEU.ANIWUS ORDERS. 

_ 6,.;el narrative qf tke B'l/e, fOitk Note" Oomml'ntll and Mi8cellaneo1u 
Ordcrll. 

'I'he first set of Rules under the Indian Arms Act, XI ri 1878, was 
published with the Home Department Notification No. 518 dated the flth March 
1879, and circulated to Local Governments with an Explanatory Memorandum 
of the Bame date. 1.'hese rilles, with such modifications as the circumstancee 
demanded, continued in force fot a period of about thirty two years. But the 
frequent alterations rendered them so unweildy and confusin,g that their revision 
in an intelligibltl form was found to be necessary. Accordingly they were 
drafted in the present form in 19Q9, and ptlblished with notification No. 3102 
dated the 16th August 1909, with a statement of the more important changes 
effected in them. 

As in the case of the Rules of ] H79, additions and alterations again began to 
follow in order to remove the dl;'fects discovered from time to time and a :'evision 
again became unavoidable. Later on the matter was pressed upon the attention 
of Government by a resolution moved in the Legislative Conncil in September 

. 19}8 by the Hon'ble Mr. K haparde. Accordingly the Government of India 
announced the intention of altering' them in the direction indicated in their 
resolution No.2125-U., dated the 21st March 1919, and published the new 
rules with notification No.1 dated the 1st January ]920, in the Extraordinary 
Gazette of the same date. On the Hth February 1922, Baba U jagar Singh 
Bedi moved a resolution in the Legislative Assembly for the appointment of 
a Cpmmittee to examine the Arms Rules of 1920 and to submit a report making 
specific recommendations with a view to further amend them. This resolution 
was accepted subject to certain reRervations. 

The Committee subUlitted its report on the 6th November 1922 and the 
orders of the Government of India (resolution of the 3rd November 11}23~ with 
the revised Indian Al'ms Rules, 1924, (N otificatioll No. F. 829-1.-23 of the 
same date) were published in the Gazette of the 10th November IH23. The 
Committ.ee had devoted its attention mainly to Schedule I relating to the 
persous or class or pcrsons exem pted from the operation of sections 13-15 
of the Aot and certain other matters leaving the examination of "a number 
of technical points and minor errors and omi~sions" to a special officer 
whose appointment was su~gested in paragraph 34 of the report. This 
suggestion was disposed of in paragraph 20 of the Home Department 
:resolution of the 3rd November 1923. SOIDe minor errors and omissions 
bowe\'er continued which were snbs~qllently ('orrected by a series of amend­
ments and conections. The executive instructiotls which were, from time to 
time iS8ued by the Government of India either as exrlanatory to the main 
Rules, for the guidance of administrative offic('l's, or for the information of the 
public or licensed vendors, evidently escaped consideration. Some of these 
instructions which are published in the provincial compilations are referred to 
below. 

1. Page 17, lection 1. (1 This section was amended by Act XLIX of 
1920, and the words /(01' a member of either of the forces constituted by the 
Indian Territorial Force Act, 1920, or the Auxiliary Force Act, 1920" were 
substituted f01: the words "or a volunteer enrolled under the Volunteers Act, 
l869." Undel' rule 4.6(18) (page 91) and Bcbedule VII (vage 107) "any person 
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-- ... _rolW ..... member Gf .. COfpl of Volllnteer'll uad.r tlut lllclian Vo1t.da. 
_ra Act. lase," ie bowe¥er entitled to obtaiQ .. liceuoe ill 'lPOrm XVI'" 
of.....,he. 

, 
(!) Uade,r tbw.ectioa_, perSOD _0 ptHIINI. etc, arma, eto,~a __ Atf 

or ~iI.Gu .. ,-hat. btl&ds of depa.rtmellt. are prohibited II'ODl ...... tillJ ...... t. w 
passel to their subordinates to oarry arlDa 001 r~ui~ for duty. (H. D letter 
No. 151140 dated the 7th October 1695.) • 

(3) No licence is required for the export of armlil. ammunition or milita.rl 
stores issued to Native 8tat81 from British arsenals glider tlte ordera of 60N' .. 
ment. Each coosignment however should be co~ered by Ii oertificate Big •• b,1 
the officer in cbarge of the a.rsenal, to the effect that it i8 expol'1ed by order 
of Government under sectIOn 1 (b). (}t'or. Dept. No. 1896 I , dated tbe tnd June 
1890). 

(4:) The G. G. in C. has deeided that the following .rms Iba.lt <'omprille 
the equipment of the officer of the Army or Royal Air Force fol' the purpope of 
tGu eectiOD. 

Officers bolding Commissions from 
ID.I J,la3llSty the King. 

1 IW'01'd 

{

Of no special pattern but } 
1 revolver and must take Govt. ammunition 

ODe pi"t~. of '466 hort'. 

Officers holdillg Comwhq,iolll from 
Hie ko.Ue1l~· the \Tloeroy. 

1 sworil. 

1 revolver Webley·'" ...... 

~ =n Dhu ••• } Higbland Regiments only. } 1 Kt:e~~n~~~~~:I;)~ Garhwali 

tH n. letter No. F. 2I.XXX 2R dated the 15th March, 1924) 

II. Pagt 10, Itcfio,t4, Nott (19).-(H In L. E. R. 189:~-190o-416. (Naa 
Ne U) it wall held Hia.t the Arms Act does not empower the Govt>rnment to define 
what is &II a.nn within the meaning of the Act. Tbil deoilioll haa ,.ference to tbe 
])411. included in Sehedule ) I, and probably affect .. the entry rela.ting to Kir".... 
in the same Scbpdule. 111 April Jast (19~4) it was report~d in the PI't'88 tJsatMr. 
JUltice S Harri8(ln, and Mr. Justice Scott.Smith, of J,ahort High Court, have 
ditpoled of an .ppeal iu a Ki'pafl. case. Their 10rd"hi~'B hrJd that thp word 
K;'rpal& could only be understood and read 88 meaning a IIwurd and,thnefore,.1 
Sikh po8&e81liog or we3ring a sword committed no offence. ConlequentJy theIr 
loro,bipe a.cqnitt.ed two Sikh accul:l8d who were convicted by the magl,kate aud 
whose con\l';ction was upheld \'y the sessions judge. 

III. Paqt 21, ,tct.01f .5.-(1) The sale of arms, ammunitioD or mi)jfary 
.tGreI is tplOMblted f'Xtlf'pt UDder a licence and io tbe maODer and to tbe extent 
penaitt.d thereby. The only exception allowed i, the I&le of arm. or .mmQ· 
Dit.lon pOI8e8lIed by • lterlOn for bis private u!!e, which ill permitted 'l1b~' 
to tile ebeerv&llCe of cf'rtllin conditions PpeCified in the IIf'OODd para. of tbe 8t'Cuoa. 
nia exception would. JI'" Mver thp ca88 of frD .~etlt to whom armS are made ov. 
for .. Ie or commi8llion. Sale by an agent in flbCb eirouIDltancH would be in. 
expect ODder a licence. (Burma. A. M. Fd Hltt. J::I~) 

(I) If aD otIU P.I' or I{IJdier .ilb" ff) dilpo ... of ny .11b' (lr .Dlm"rdt'" 
.eidI!r b, priftle -.Ie or hI public I.etioa, be Iboakl peertaiD *t 11M \PI'" 
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l;>e·purchater i, A !*,IStu entitled by law to POIll!e8S tbl' same, and if soob pel'8OD'. 
)lattle .,811 bot appear in the official Army or Crvil List he SbOldd apply to the 
Ma2iltrate or Deputy Commis8ionor of the District or t,he T..ocal Politieal Officer, 
., the cage "may be, for permission for the transaction to tslce place. l (I. A. R 
.l.i 4)£ Srd Jan \910) These orders were extended to Civil Oftieen. (H. D. 
No 90t dated the 20th Feb. and No. 6315 dated the 18th Dec. 1901 t tl P.G 0 
Not. 1115 dated the 15th April and 1751 dated the 1st Juue 1901) • 

(8) All arms and ~mmunition and articles of this nature found among 
unclaimed property in the possession of Railway Companies should be sent 
to the nearest. magistrate for sale on the understanding that the sale proceeds 
will be made over to the railway authorities. (Govt of India Jetter No 2106 
R T. dated the 8rd Dec 1908). 

(4) Attention is invited to N. W. F. T. admtn circular letter dated the 
80th Maroh 192..2 [pa.ra VIII of Local Rillesand Ordel's, N.W.F.P. on page J9~.]. 
on the subject of IPporting to the officials 10 that province, details of all Fales 
of armB or ammunition to persons belonging to the province, purchasing arms 
in other province/!. 

IV. 98, lechon 6.-Any person "lawfully entItled to p088ess arms" can 
import into British India. or take out of the country with him 01' send out any 
arms or ammumtion, Without any special licence, pl'ovided these are of reasona.ble 
quantity, are fot· their personal use and their possession is covered either by a licence 
or by elremption. 

V. Pilge 24, If'ction 10 -There are two 
term 'transport,' Vidp notes (l) and (2) under 
of Madras Rules (page 147) 

. 
conflicting orders de6niD~ the 
rule 25 (page 80) and para 4 

VL Page ffl, Bechon 16 -was substituted by Amendment Act XX of 
1919, and the rules frame thereunder will he found in Local Rules and Orden. 

VII. Page 99, ,ect.iun 19.-Undel· Schedule II of the Code1}f Criminal 
Prolledul'e, 1898, ofi!enoeil under thiR seotlon are bailable and triable by a Court 
of Session, PreSIdency Mae'istr<lte or Magistra.te of the first cla88. 

(~ Page 80, ,ect;on 19 -Notes (6) and (7) contain contrary rulings, 
as regards the use of a gun by the servant of an exempted person. 

VIII (1) Page 87, 3ecfion 94.-( n Tht' discretionary power of confiscatin~ 
arms should be oonsiderately used. (U. P. G. O. No. 454 dated the l4th Maroh 1887). 

(2) See Kottuva ltowther, l5. Cr. L. J. 21-(pllge 37) 

(3) Uuder the orders contained in the Home Department letters No. 1404-
d.ted the lIth J uue 1907 and 16!8 dated the 9th Ootobar 1907 con6scated arms, 
ammunition alld military stnres may he sold to licensed dealers or to other 
personA entitled to POIIS9!'lS th!'m, and sl1ch rifled firearms or rifled barrels as are 
to be destl'oyed must be ~ent to the nearest Ordnance officer to be broken up, 
and may no longer be destroyed locally. 

IX. Page 39, ,~ctiOM aB.-AII magistrates ~re requested to cause the 
pl'Ovitiol\s 'Of sectiun 28 of the A.ct to be widely notified in their district, in order 
tb"t the public rn'ay te lIlade aware of the l'68ponsibilitf that the J~w iaa".. 



NO rES, CO~tMEN'fS A~O MISGELLAN1kMJ$ oaoaJt$.', '.' ltpon them with regard to givjng information of offe~CttI qildef tb, Aut.. (t1.'. 
G. O. No, 2:> dated the 27th }4'eb. IM79) , " .. ". ' 

X, Page 39, 86etloIU 119 'lfIUl 3O-apply to proceeding'l inetitaW aDder It 
19 (f), When thd case £alls within s. tit, of the Act, 8S, 29 and ISO do not apply 
\lithel' to the search COl' at'ms to thd arrest of the possessor or to the Bending Qf the 
case fol' trial before 8. maglstrate As there are no speCial provisions governing OI.HII 
under 8. to, the tlffed of s 1) of the Or P O. is I hat the police must act under 
that Code, which treats cases IIIIDlshahle with imprisonment for three yeal'S and 
upwards as oO),l'lIizable. In cases to which 8, l!) appltt's magistrate!! will have to 
be guided by it, but that section does nut ,'estrict the action of the police under 
the Cr. P. C, in cases which fa.1I wlthlll 8, xU ("urm .. A. M. EdD. 
19t2, 182.) 

XL Page 69, nde 8 (d ),-The rule authorises the withdrawal of tho 
Ill'ivilegl' granted to cel'tam l'el'0I01lll, Under thl' old rules the pnvilege cl'alled 
to apply to I'el'lain IWI'sons who clime' Within the duties in the Sclll'dule annexed 
to the presen t l'Uleli. 

XII. Pn,lle8 70,74,78, 83, I/lIei< 5, 14,93 _lid 80, and ltcence form I, 
(page 108, relating to import, export, transpoI't /Iud possession of ('anllon, 
do not pl'ovide for the payment of licence feps. 1 t is evidently an anomaly and 
hat! evidently esca.ppc\ consideration in connection with the qnf'!ltion of fees dis­
CU8Sed in para 14 of the rp8olution of the 3rd Novr, 1928 (pa~e!l. 68· 64. 

(~,) Nat~. Rule "27" qlloted IU the heading of licence form Jl on page 
107 ill a misprint for the figure "30" 

(3) Licences to POSlesS ca.nnon a.re "perBon~\" (Vide note under rule SO 
on page 84) 

(4) No licence should be granted IInde'r rnle 17 io form VI (Licence for 
the es:port of 8.l'm!l and ammunition \ to a Sta.te ill poiatical rela( ions with the 
Looa.1 Government lillthoriFling the export of call1lon, without a pTf'vil/lIll reCerpnoe 
to the Goverllment of Inllia; a.s it il'l n')t intend"d to alter the existing 
practice in thill respect, (Bengal order No 45ta·27 P. J. datd the 31st 
Dec 19/9), 

X f I 1. Pa.'11! 70-74. r1ll'!8 .j 10 14. (\) r mport anll export of arm •• 
F(/r C and I Dept NOlll. No 5~77, dawn the ;Wth Jllly 19111, see page 23 

(2) When arms and arnmllnitiou are lIimllltanl'ollHly importml, a licence 
nnder the A rros Act is llece8~ar,V for the i ru port of arrn~ and another, under tho 
Explosives Act, for the Import of ammullItioll, irrf'spective of the question. 
whether a licence uuder the Arms Aot ha.'l bepn obtained or not. (Govt. of India 
letter No. ~61SS, date<l the 6th Aug. 190 i), 

(8) All articles of the fOff'i/l1l pared mail imported into I ndia and declared 
or ..sUlpeCted to contain arms and ammunition are 8<lrntinised Ly the Customs 
authorities, Such alticlell &8 are fonnd to have been imported in contravention of 
the terms of NotificatioD No 6377. da/HI the 26th luly 1919 (page 23), are 
detamed hy tbe Custom8 authorities and dealt witb in IIccordance with the 
proviaioDs of sect.ion 167 (8} of the Sea Customs Act, J878 tV1I1 of 1878), 



. " 
.1lIIY .-m. ta.t u.e ~ Ulider thi • ..aou -. 4ispoted of itt ~ 
with the rl1le. in force lor the disposal of oonfisca.t_1 .. pe.. Pates .. "Y,lf 
on sorutiny by the Oo.toms authorities are paued by them are handed. pver to 
tbt ,.oOfie1t {o, deltverr to th& ooutguees. InaI'd fofeigo M1iiclee IOf the 
l~ msit foua4 to eGntai:n IM'IIW and amraU1,iti'on Bre forwarded by tlM post-
0." 0( d.lltJvery to the chief port of the Pr8sidenc y 01' province nea'rel!t to tbat 
o .. te be tlte\!e mad.,· over to the Oustoms Bnthoriti~8 who then deILl with tllt!m 
I'Gl •• mannill ablt" pretJOt'ibeti fur the treatmellt of parcels The foregoing 
i""Gtio1l8 do not r88/",riotJ in &ny de~ree the discretionary powers exereised by 
t •• Cust.,rn.. a.lltJit<',,,itiec under' the existing provisions of the law. (0. and I. 
NO! U6-6.t7'.17, d .. u,Q the 24th Ja.n. IUL'I.) 

(4) The t,ran(lmi .. sion of arms and ammunition in foreign postal articles 
forwarded by other poslal administrations in open tran~it (a aecouttert) through 
the IndiaDl Poat .. otftce i8 prohibited Articles of this cI&B8 should be returned to 
the- oOU1ltry of origlu. 'Ul'IoIOsit articles or the £oreig-n mllil. the contents of which 
alth<mgh falling undl!\' the head of "arms a.nd ammunitlllll" as defined in the 
Indian Arms Act, a.re in them'!elve!! quite ha.rmless ruay, however, at the discretion 
of PORI,malter.General be transmitted to their destinations (C. and I No. 8072· 
soa"n, dated V9th Ssp 19'13) 

(Iif Ca.n tonmen~s and other administered areas and Rl&ilway lands iB' 
Na.tive Slaty ar.e fot'sign territory. althon~h Britillh jurisuiction is eserciRd· in 
them, and oonl!equently liceooell are nf'(Jtl8S&ry for the export of arms and, 
a.mmunition to such places. lBengal Manual, lII.) 

(6) The Moyapur warehouse is declared to be a. warehouse for d8posit of 
ammunition. (For Beng .. l Notn ot the 24th Ma.rch LS79.-See note to s, 7 of 
the Net,page i4.) 

(7) The importation of rifles With "Sub-t~rget rifle machines" is 
p~ibiw, 4H. D. No 25 Ift-l 9 dated the 8th Novemb!>r 1906). 

Xl V. P4ge 70. ru'~ 7. (1) There lIeems to be BOrne confusion in reglll'd 
to this rille 80 far &8 th ... imp,l!,tation of rilles of '30.-1 or '~511 bore lS concerned. 
It Will stated, in Home Department letLer No. U66 74 dated the ll'th 
September 1906 thlLt no proillflltlOlls should apply to persons in pU88P11sion of 
riiles of '808 or ,~')o bOl'e whIch were Ia.wfully ,i e. with the specia.l sanGtion or 
th. Gm,eJIDment of India) imported into British India. Lefore the 2Hth October 
1908. Ie the ea.B6 of rIfles of 4-IiO the'date was extAnded fo th~ 1st. \tlay 1907 by 
letter No. 4540~6 <lM.ted the 14th February ll:l06 (vide U P. Manual old 
EdiHOD). lal of~r to malte we prohibition absolute tbe phra88 "with the Ppecial 
aa.llOti01l' of ij,& Governor General in COil neW' was omitted in the rules 
p1'8..,.adn Ilf09, alld thilt intention i. ekar from rule 1 (a~-the provisiOD 
or .... 7 \ b) refers only to rifles "of any other bo",," The result of these 
ordSI'll i. that no rifle Ilr '808 bore (wit.b the exeeptiOTl of tflOtle covered by 
Schedule I t8) I, or '450 can be legally imported into India after the 1st 
~~l . 

(I) A» uem.pted. per.illu may, without an, ordel' or Iioence, import rim.. 
of.., noa,.eportiol .t.aoteri tbroogh an: -relit .. her! th& at"ImI .re consigned two 

• hi~ clheo$". OJ'. "hen it tb~ al'.ms are coatigaed. to 1III~t, tbe latter·ob,.. ..... 
~fn. .~..,.~ __ n that' tbe n.~ erm ... 6,.. •• 



· p~ty, a.ad the .~t only cleat'l- tbeat e.t the Clll'toats bOU$il' acf ~ 
them to him (H, D No. 1951 dated 20th Augll8t 1906.) 

xv ... Ptlg,76·77, rid, 17. All Political ohrt are &1ldMfiM • I'I*t 
iteelfC98 for the ecport of .. rms .. nd ammullltion ftom Britiab tenitoT1, ill ttIIO'6'· 
allle quantiti .. ., for ~rsonal U8e til the Dative chiefs und.r tbeir Gft&rJP aad 
to allY of the DobIes aDd high otliJlalli of the native .tIltH to ",hieh tit.,. "" 
aooredlted, whom they may consider eutitJed to thiS privll8JC8. SIlOb kcenl1el' wit .. , 
of 1m Irlle oe granum after clue mqUlry, 9thl!re necenary, aoct it 1ri11 be within 
th-e discretion of the Local Governments to whom the Pohtical ofRoel'l are 
subflrdlnll.te til dt'c"le whether III pdortlclll"r CdoSCS a pI'evlou8 reference to the. 
should not be rt'q.ured. The object of thli rule 18 to remove any unDOOM .. Y 
dit1icultles in the way of the Buppl y t,o c1l1ef~ and ot ber persona nf rank of 
ordiuM'Y 8f10rtID~ ammumtloD, (JI', D, No 1171P. da.ted 318t January 1~8\)t aM 
No. 769.G., dll.ted tuth Stlptember lSBt ) 

(3) The o.pplllJlt.tion of native chiefi (who dwell ont81de British Ind .. .-nd 
et'pnrt it to their own terr1torle~) fOI 1101'11111'11 uuder thiil rull' art! elempted from 
tbtl fee8 uSllally leVied (F. O. No. 4~B-l'. P, dated tl.t May I!oISl.t 

(4) No Poiattf'lIol offi()er 8hall illfJut' a. lioence in Form XIX (old) COft.'ftg 
more than 3U armed le'a.lner8 wlthoul I'I'evIOu8 refertlnoe to th" Local Govern­
msnt af the provlIlO,· in whioh the hCI!IISIl6 proposes to travel. In the event of . 
a Looal Government dI8>'entln,( from the recommen,iatlOn of a. PoliticAl otftcer 
Dot serving dlr.eotty under their orders, It would still be open to him for MIlt­
cient reason8 to refer the ma.tter for the cODslderation of the Government-of 
India.. Armed rAtamer8 8hould be discouraged as much as possible. (F. D. No. 
273S-I., dated 8th July 1889.) 

('5) In tbe C'aqe of a.pplications for II00D08S for tl]8 expl'lrt of arm .. and 
ammunition trl lndi"u State'! from Calcutta rOOtllved fMtn perHI}Qs of et-t"er of 
the followinpt co. tegories :-

(I) Rulmg prll1Ceil and ('\1It'fs ; 2) l\Iember8 IIf tiu·jr famllle,;, lI?bl .. 
aud officia.ls of stllottJS wIll! have beeu dl'~I~llliote I In thl8 uehalf hy 
the Local Government of PHlitacal officer c<)lIct'rned,-

the Deputy Commissionel' of PoliC'3. Ca.lcutta, RholiM IIISI~ th .. li('l'nces in 
accordanoe With the mlcs With lUI little delay as pORlIible. COfllell Gf lillteh li~Dce. 
8hould be spnt to Political offil'el' in dlle c')urse, 1\8 providt>d by rule 17(3 of 
the IndialJ Arms Rules 19~() (nnw Indlall Arm. Rule'!, I 01,4). (~'. 8lUi p, D. 
No. 202,·C., dated the 6th F;>bruary 1920.) 

XVi. PlJfle 89, rille ga. See para XII above, 

XVII. Page 84 Ruh) 31. Outside the province" of the Punjab, Burma 
and Delhi licences arl' Qot generally required to cover p088Mll8ion ot arm. other 
than fi'f'l"&mlll • e.g.. N'Ords, slVorG-stieks, bayonets, dag~ers, spears, etc, The 
prorineiat Gllvemmentfl have i"aued orders on the subject "bieh wilt be fouod' 
UDder Local Rules and Orders of tbe se1eral province •• 

fi) Tbe·po-.iou of Government at1D.add alitdltlnitioD ~ pl"6hiblW­
'II", ooDdition. of liCJeDte formt. AtteDtiOD U allO luti1Ald' tb tbf tufHtwfq' 
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extract from the letter of the Governmeut of lnd~ No. 8408 dated the ftth May 
1~96 :-

• Two 08IIe8 have I'~ently beeD brougbt to thu notice of til'.' Government of Iodia whioh 
.ho~d that tbe regulationll rpstrictiug the pOBl88slIion by private in,Jividuals of Government 
arms and ammunition are at preBetot imperfect In one a native ilhopkeeper ill Ii city bazaar 
wae found eel/ing Government Martini- Henry rifle uall ammuuition, and in the other 0. Q,tive 
purchl\~ed a MlLrtini-Henry ritlE' which bati been @tolen by a peon from a Vollln~r Oorps, 
No legal prooeedings were instituted in the first case, because the Law officer8 of Government 
W8l'e of opinioll tbat the possession by a civilian of Government ammunitIOn was not 
nece811ATily illegal under the existing law In tbe second caSIl, proceedings were at first 
instituted against tbe purcbaser uncler Act Xl of 1878, but the CRSIl waM subsequently witb­
drawn, all it was thought that a prosecution could not be successfully maintaineti eitber 
under the Arms Act or the Penal Code, 

2. Troops in India are con8tantly BIIIJject to theftl! of arms of preoision, and as these 
anne are of little or no U8e without their special ammuuition, it is considered by the military 
authorities highly importaut to provtlllt such ammunitlulJ from beooming generally avaiI"ble. 

It is evident, howe\"er, that in ca~e8 in which it may he doslI'eJ to pl'osecute fOl' tho 
illicit pOBsesMiun of Govenllueut arms and Il.fllllllluition, the Ol/US of proving that ~"ch arm~ 
and ammuuition are the property of th~ Stnt.e will 110 With rtovernment, unles~ it cau he 
shown that they bear a well-known dl~tingllishing JIIark It apPllarfJd, therefore, to th., 
Government of India neuetiBary thnt Rome 6>18ily recol-(nizable Govenlmellt lIlark should bQ 
Htamped upon all Government arms and small-anus and maclHue-glln amlllunition, whether 
manufaotured in England or in India, and also .. (I that Governmeut arms 
whioh have been Hold or given awny should be suitauly marked BO as to show that they 
have ceased to be the property of Government 

S. 1t has been arranged with the Secretary of State for India that in tbe case of small­
arm and machine-gun ammunition manufactured in Engla.nd for UBe In (ndia each cartridge 
will in future be 8tamped with the Government mark 011 the base Arms obtained from the 
War Office in England bear the mark+ and those provided by the India Office, Londoll, are 
markedt. I am to append statements oontaming complete information as to the distin­

gui'hing Government marks on Government arm8 and ammunition, whether manufactured 
in England or in India All arms which are lIold 01" giv6a away. and which thus ('ease to be 
the property of Government, will be distinguished from Government arms by bearing the 
mark of inverted arrows together with the Arsenal monogram and dnte of issue ia the phweM 
indicated lit the end of the last I'tatem~nL, 

4. Instructions shuuld he now iMilue<1 to diHtrict nnd other local authorities with 1\ 

view to the prosecution, under the provisions of the Indian Arms Act, 1878, of per~onA wh() 
may be in po8lle8sion of arms and ammunition whieh lIro the property of Government 

X VllI. Page 84, ,.flle 33 -( I) The licence to possess arm!> aud to go 
&rmed on a jvurney a.re gi ven in f)fln X VI and perilons should apply for it either 
persolllLUy or by post. to the Commissioner of Police in the Pre!lidency towns 
and elB(>where to the nearest District 01' Sub-Divisional Magistrate and persODs 
ordina.rily residing i~ all India.n State, who may hatc occasion to visit British 
India, should apply to the Political officer of the State Licences in tbis form are 
odgina.\Iy granted fnl' one year from the date of issue but can ~ made valid for a 
period not exceeding three years on payment of a. componnded fee. Such licences 
may also be made va.lid for the whole of British India in oi·der to minimise 
the inconvenience caused to persoDa moving from one diatrict to another_ 

Ci) The following instruotioDs will be observed by the military authorities 
in respect of the private arma of British a.nd ·Indian otLer raDks. Application 
from soldiers received direct by District Magistrates should be retumed to be 
forwarded in aooordpce with t.his procedure 

Bf'iti.A and !ndiafl .oidi.et·' WM al'l! still u,."iflg.-Columanding offioers will call for 
deeeriptive re.turlls of all privat1l anne in potl8essiun of the warrant and non-Clommill8ioned 
oftl.oeN..and 81ell of t.beif unit&. 
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.'j ominal rolla will theD I~ prepared nf, HIIMierA tlf good ('hAl1loter whOlle exemption hoIn 
the pa~'mem of licenNI.' fee .. ih rec{)tllmendoo 

. An appliCiltion. !ICOOlnpaDied hy 8 copy of the HominRI roll and full deeoripliou. of !~. 
private arms, will tb6rJ be submitted to the ch'iI filiI haritiM IXmcerued for the iNI" of """ 
necess"ry licenses. 

Indian 8Oldur"8 "bout to ~ trall.Jerred to ths p6uion 8,tajllm7lW,t Iif' 1M """'''' :-Itl 
the event of a soldier wishing to keep his private ann". after leRvinr the colours, he IIlIQIIld 
be required to fill in. in duplicate. " f<)rm giving filII descriptilln8 0 the arlllll in .... peut of 
whioh he desires exemption from payment of \iconse fee8. 

The commanding offil'cr will endorse hill recommendation on h"th oopies of tbs form 
and will make (lVllr one copy to the soldier and deMpRtch the other diroct to the civil officer 
ooncerned, 

B"iti,h and I"dill7l pen.iQ/l~r'" atld rt~troI8t.- Will apply for exemption (rolll payment 
of license fees through their commanding olficerR. ' 

In the ca~e of llritish ranks, the commanding officer will he 1\8 defined in the "Iodia!) 
Addendum to the Heglll[ltioni for the Army RpHtlrved, 1911 " ' 

Ie the cue of Indian rankll, the applicationH lih(luld 110 8ulrrnitted thr<1llgb the alRcer 
commanding theIr late unit; or deput, if unit is un field service. 

(Home Dept. No 1998 dated the lIth Oct. I} H20 !lnd C. P No 9 dllted the 2nd Doo. 1920.) 

Details of the fees chargeable for a licence in this form XVI will he found or. 
referenoe to the heading of the form Broadly they are :-

(i) for a breech-loading revolVf'r or piatol Rs. 10; Hi) for any otber 
breech-loa iiog weapon Us. 5; (iii) for any other weapon Annu 8, Theae 
rates apply to a licenoe grauted for the first time. On renewal, feel at half 
theJIe rates, except in the case of the last named, will be (,harged. 

There are, however, certain classes of persons who, in virtue of their put 
or present civil 01' military service have been exempted from the necessity of 
payinl;' fees for licl:!nces m Lhis form Details of these will also be found in 
Sohedule VII (page 107). Ot,herwise, whpre payable, fees may be pa~d either by 
means of non-judicial stamp affixed to the applioatinn or in.cash at the option of 
tbe applicant. 

The prescribtld fee of Rs 10 for a revolver or pistol i. lieviable in the case 
of breech-Ioa.din~ pistols and revolvtlrs only. Muzzle-loading pistol. fall UDder 
the category of "othel' wea.puns'· menlioned in claUde I (c) (iii, of the heading 
of fOl'm X VI of Schooule VIlI. (Dengal Manual Oh. III, para. 19.) 

XIX. Page, lS6 and 139, &hed"le rII, Por., XVI and XX. There are 
possihilities of dall~er in a.llowing a general license to carry arms to be granted 
in these f()rms to tIll: retainers of license-holdertt as witbout aD nb/jption on 
the part of the offioel' grantin~ tlH! license to specify the names and delCrip~,ioll 
of tbe retainel'tl so covered, These forms were accordingly amplified in order 

. to ellsure that the names of all retainers with lIuch particulars as were ne~ .. r,. 
for this ident.tfication are entered in every license. r Statement of Change., 1909.) 

The quantity ot ammunition which a licensee may pOBII6S1 should in every cue be 
entered in col'lmn 3 (If the licenlle i hut that the quantity thul tntered repreooentl tbe 
ma:r:imum which the );ce/lsee may POSII88R at liny one time. 1" relpect of thl. point it 
appeal"!! that it •• 0 are in errur in supposing that the entry of a given quantity of ammunition 
in co/umn 3 of the licell~ repret!eTJts the "bllOlute ma:rimum which a /iceoll68 may po...,.. 
throughout the ,ear. That this view 18 incorrect, ill ,bown by condition No. 6 of the 
licenee Form XV ,which contemplates that the Local Government should. if It CoDtddenl 
Deoeuary, 11:1: an "beolute lOal(imum io excese of which 110608681' iball not purcbue ammU­
Dition in the.whole renr. If tbe quantity to be lpecifted b)' tbe HOtDIIng luthorit1 in 
ooJlPnn a of the lioenlle-whicb may and should vary with the clrcUmftaaOl8 of e&eb __ 



it:to he t.a.keD to be ~hlll AIlwollJte yearly IJI.&ltiIDGm, t.b$I \t would be ... pedlIlOWI te prom._ 
for tbe fixing of Huch a maximum by IIpedal ordw ~f ~1lI LooaJ G&v.rmll~ot, Nor doe. 1t 
~pei.r iQ \1/1 tAli calif t~at ~e en. teTu,g 01 tl14l quwlty ID CCollMl,l1l 3.of the hCenIIl !It¥1d CaDle 
,i.uc<¥IVQ}JIQC6 to @.ale~. So long al! .110 abst!\Iu ma~lIlW1l h... heeD .find b,. ~e JJ~l 
Government, as above 6ltplaiDed, al~ that a deal.er need do is to. ~ that he doe •• n<# BlI,Pply 
to the liceDBee more than the speCIfied quant!ty of amllluDitlOo at aDY ,oDe tum! and to 
.ado .... .,on 4lM tieeltle, '"' required by condition Ii I the preaOllIOed parti~al~... III to ~he 
.... OlllloDon. When, however the Local Government haa &ed au aheolute mati~llm 11a&ntit'y 
with r __ eDce to condition No 6 of Form X vi, thuR lirnitlDg the IUllount a heeuee·llol4er 
may purohase in a year, it becmneti neee~Hary for the v6lldor further to ~ by t'efereoee 
~ jile .dOl'll681..u relating to former trao~llot.ioDB whether the ahRolute mu:~m eo tilted 
~ bee1I-r.a~ MI, and jf it h,"" he mllst. ulld .... r oondlttnn I) of licellae Form XU, ref~ f4> 
lell anv more. There appellf" v) the Govl'rIlment of Iodll\ to be noUllog unduly c~c.t.ed 
or 0ppre8slve jD ~he8e prnVi~I()D~ (H 1> No. 4108 dat\ld the let Novumber, 1909.) 

XX. ra!l~ 85 rule 94.-Form XVII, 'page 126) bu been introdllce4 
ita .-lew ~f para.. 16 of the committees reoommendation and para. 11 of the Govern· 
ment of lndia resolution of the 8rd November 1923 to meet the case of periODS 

..... lvillg by eea at the porta in Blit1ah India with tire arma. aa part at their 
luggage. 

(2) Priva/e individual. frequently wish to imp01·t Bre arms into India as 
Plrt of thair perSOlleA luggaJffl. If a Iicenoe covering posseasion in (ndia hu 
been obtained beforehand 01' if a person is one of an esempted ('\&88 no difB· 
,ppIty -n.es as on production before the ouatomll authoritiee of the 'i<*lce, or 
F~ if requ,ire4r of 4!~JDptioll the arms can at onoe be oleaff'd aloOO in tbele 
..... ~o spe/.lial icenoe tQ cover import i, nece~y. 1n the majority of. ~, 
however conl)ernillg OD/l.e~l!mp~ persons, the arms "re not oovered by a 
po.sellioD lioence .. nd in caBea of this kind where a pertlon's final delltinat;ion in 
ln~i& is not the port of arrival. a. licence Of)VerjnlC temporary possession during 
t~e periG¥i of the jOl~rney froQl the port of diijelXlbar!,ation to the place of des­
tination Clj.n be o\)tailled OQ payment of a fe Q of Re. 1 per weapon from tIN.! 
Oommi'(lloo~r of Police 01' Djstrict l\fr.giqtrate at the port of arrival. This 
will enable an indi vidual to take his weapons With 111m on his journey up oountry 
but on arrival at his destination he must take out a regulal' licence in the 
erdiouy way. \G. of ( Explaination of Rules.) 

XXI 1'(J'~ 86, ,.,tle, 95·96, (fo,rmerly 28 and 29 were framed with 
the object of making septrate provision of the grant of licences for the ~esaion 
of arms and ammuoitioD and for gQing armed (1) for the destructi(lp of Wild 
uri.lllal, whioh do injury to human heings or cattle and (2) for tlie dMltrqrt-ion of 
tme eimals which do injury to crop8 or cattle. Lif'enBe8 in the fOflDer shoald be 
g;anted in Forln XVll and in the lattel' form X1X. These two forms take the 
place of the oid form Xl whioh wu in UFle prior to the rulea of 1909). Tbe 
inteDtion il tMt the hcense in form XVii shaH be a ,4ifat" license and should 
be given to sportsmen or other persons whose object i~ to destroy daoger01ls wild, 
beUte The HeeDs-ee for the protection of crops or <,at/le should he itUlued in form 
XIX under the provision, of rule 86. Attention is invited to the IIOOOItd condition .. 
~ed to this form of license, which providt!8 that the licenIJP ah.1l not go 
!ot'.Ql~ with aD)' .. rml cpvered. Ly this IiCI'DBe othprwlPe thlLll in ~ faitb fQ.f 
~n' ~eatr\1Qtjoll Of driviPIt 'lllJay of wild animals whioh do injury to tn. eI'Q}W 
Of Cltt.l. ait~attMl h1 tb. ILIft ,peci6ed in 1he Iic .. nRe The ohject of tblS reetriotiaa 
.1 to prevent jZua8. bpld UDder ~ crop prott'ctin2 licenllel frc,m being MDployecl fer 
f.)te pUTfoae of ,Ai~lIr 9r for the ey.tpmatio and wllnton destruction of wild .Dim­
tJ. iil .'1;''' Q~t.tJ.q tbolM 1.11 .. hioll tb. crop' Of Cflttle .r. ~PI~. Hit 
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nopec1 th.t by meana of this provision the indiacrimiD&t.e Ilaagbter, of 
whioh compl.intA are frequently made, will be put. stop. to "hile at lib ..... 
time no obstacle will be placed in the way of the legitimate protection of their 
cropi and cattle by cultivators. 

(2) In order to cover the cues of Govt. arms whioh in lOme prorinoe it mal 
be the cU'\tom to lend to private persons for the destruction of wild .nim .... 01' 
for any other reason, a note giving the distinguillhing marks and dtlOription 
of the arms lent should be made in tbe licence. (H. D. No. 637 d.ted the 
16th March 1 ~94.) 

XXII. Page 86, rule 97.-(Forrn XX, page 182) Where. Hcenoe it 
valid only for the district in whicb it wu granted and the holder wiah .. to carr1 
his weapons on a journey or in cases in which the licensee wishes to go on • jour­
ney accompanied by hig retainers who are accustomed to bear .rm. wben &Coom" 
panylDg bim, a. licence is required for which a fee of fonr anoaa i. charged for all 
wea.pons except re\'olvers or pistols for whioh a fee of R8 10 is exacted. A jowne, 
licence does not entitle the holder to uao t.he a.rms oovered by it for purpeHI 
of sport in the course of his journey. A licenl!e~ holding a diatrict or provincial 
licence wishing to proceed to any pla.ce outside the district or province for .port 
should have his licence made valid for that Jllace lind for the journey taereto, or, 
get his licence made va.lid for the whole of British India. 

(2) Under rule 41». (3) of the Indian Arms Rules, 1924, when the .pplication 
for the renew&ol of a licence at itl expiration is made in a district, other than 
that in which the licenoe w&os granted, the Magiiltrate (Commil8ioner of Police 
in Calcutta) of the district in which the application for renewal i. made .howd 
communicate the fact of the grant or refll8al of the application, as the cue may 
be, to the Magistrate (Commissioner of Police in Calcutta) of the di.trict in 
wbich the licence wu ~ranted. In the ca.te of refusal the licence .hould be 
returned for cancellation to the Magistrate (Oommission!:r of Police in Caloutta) 
of the district where it was granted. In cases where a licence-holder i. tru .. 
ferred or removes bis residence from one district or area. to another duriug the 
period for which his lioence is valid, the Jicenoe should not be cancelled, but th. 
oiBcer who granted the licence should, if there be no objection and, if neoellal'1 
after ma.king a. reference, to the other dietl'jct, endorse the licence Wldel' rule 
(t91 (2) Ibl of the Arms Rules, (now rule 88 (2) (a» /10 as to make it valid for 
the district to which the licensee is transferred or hu removed, DO estra t .. 
being charged for such endorsement. (H. D. Notn. No. 1688 dafed the 8th July 
19U and Bengal G. O. 360~,.lO Pl. dated the 27th Oct 19U.) 

(2} In order to prevent the 8urreptilioUB introduction into a N.ti" State 
by a person lil'euleci to go armed on a journey of arms .nd ammWlition of 
difterent character from tbat for wbich the licence WAi granted the delCri.,uon 
eotered in colnmn ~ of license form XIX (now XXI should be ... clear and DIlDute 
AI po18ible. (For. Dept. letter No. 798 T., dated the 20th Feb. 1901.) 

XXIII. p~ 89, rule 4B.-Jn matters a!ectins the adm.ilUatratioo ot the Ladiaa 
Arma ~. 1878, ~ fol1owin, fllDctiou8 Ihould be performed by Diltrict JIaaiNa­
penooal1y-

(1) the grant of liceDCel lar piltola aad ,.,,0},..,. i. (f) ell. 1lU' ud' • ...u.. 
$loa of,1iceDoII for all fitw.rms: (3) the diI".,I of au QIIItI ia "... • ..... 

• 7 



til NOTES, COMMENTS ANti MISC'RLl.ANtdua OR.nltltk. 

MIa '&0 produt!e the weapons when he iii called llpoB t.G 00 JO after pllrcbaae« at 
OCoiler times; (4) the IDIIok'ng of recemmendati.ons in ail tP,Ptioationl I« P'IMIlptioo. ; 
~6~ the i •• u8 of lioenoes to go armed on a jODl'ney; (61) tbi ieee 01 lloeDoM ill ....a 
in fire arms ; (7) the institution of all proaeoutions under tb.e hldiao. A.rulJ Al:;t, 1&18 .; 
(8) the fixing of the quantity of ammunition to be allowed to a licenll88 in the caae 
of .... pon. for wnieh Government. has pl'8lleribed a maximum limi'; (9) the dilpo-
181 of oonfiscated arms; (10) the inspection of unl8"iceable weapou t (11) the 
put of rewards in 081e8 under the Al'DlI Act i and (12) dispouJ of applioatiooa 
for the iP,Qlullioll of retail1e1'8 under bcenoee In forlQ8 XVI al1d XX A Diltriot 
Ma~strate may, however, by a written order, delegate his duties nUillberod (a), (g), 
(10) and (11) to the Additional Magistrate where there is such an offlCer and entruat 
W a JQint, Assistant, or Deputy MagiJtrate the verification of the deposit of tiree.rma 
\"A~n a licence is olloQcelled or an exemption is withdrawn. Ben~l Oir. No. 826-30P., 
elated ~8th Feb. 1913, and Res. No 5013 p., the 25th Aug. Hm, and E. :S. lU1.d A. 
letter No. 4091-4101 P. dated the 23rd Dec. 1911.) 

. For the pow-en and duties of police ofilOOl'8 undea the Arma Ach.,·vide ~ 
~e, Maaraa Local Rulel and OrdUII (page 153) 

XXIV. Pag~ 90, rule 46 and Schedule VII, page 107. The omiesi.oll-4lo8 
r~garr1s the paYJIlent of fees for licenses to possess cannon and rifles of prohiQi\8d 
bOres is already.noted in para XII (page 283) 

(2) In elreroise of the power conferred by rule '6 (8) the G G. il) C. haa directed that 
the fee for hoenoes to re-Import shall be remitted III CII8e8 where arms and ammunitIOn which 
haye been sent out of British India on approval to persons lawfully entitled to possess them, 
~e re-Imp.orted into British Iodla within a perIod of two months from the date of export. 
('t!. p. No 3466 dated the 10th Sep 1909 and No 808 dated 6th May, 1920 ) 

IS) In i~er(li.e of the power conferred by sub rule '6 (3) of the Indl8f1 A.rms Rule. t,he 
Q. q. in C. haa dlreoted that no feo shall be oharged In respect of the grant or renewal of a 
}joanoa in form VI tot the export to a State In India of ammumtlon reqUired for the use of 
It=pubijo railway or the publio work. (H. D. Noto No. 810 dated the 6th May, 1920.)" 

• XXV. p~ 92,8cbeduJe I-was eDmined by the Arms OommittAte in paru 2 to 
'~their report (pa~ 42-46) and conSidered by the Government of India if" Pf.r&' 2 to 6 
id ~ ~.ai01:l pated the 3rd Novr. 1923 (psges 60-61). For the del8tion of ~ 
.~Vi" tll) to (12) 111 the old rules. vide pa!"'. 6 of the relOlution (page 61). 

(2). Facilities should be afforded. to exempted persona, wha. prooeeding with 
uD\a b&yond tbe limite of their OWIl province, for obtaining certificates of uempdoa 
trom ibe authorities of the district to which they belong. It should be cl*J.J' 
'Udden*'>Od tbat exempted peraolls can nat be oltIiged to provide themael ... ..mh 
~GOb oerti6.oa •• -ad that the objeot of IS8uing them i. to aiord to ibeir bold_ .. 
ready means of pl'QVing tbeir idltntity, If their ri,Ibt f,O 0Ill'J'1 &I1nP .ooJild l!e 
challeo.Jl9(i, by thtl authorities of another province in which th~1 may be unknown. 
-1\ WoulQ aill be open to peraouR olailDin~ to bave been exempted to prove the fact 
_. eaelJ1p'io~, .pr to establish their Identity, by allY other meu. fiich tbv aai,.. 
~ I;Q tdopt; but oertifiQates of exemption, if IIopplied for by e~ted ~ 
~ow.d ~varlab11 be given either by the Di8tri~ M:a~lltrate 01' by lODle other 
whom me Local Go~nment sees fit to empow:.- In this behalf. (8. n. No. -
968.975, dated the 12th. July, 1881.) 

, (l~. T4& ~s.*ion of fire arms by exeQlPtees is now oompuJao1'f' In this 
~~ vide paxagraph 5 of the Oommittees report (page t4) and paragraph. of 
the reaolution (page 61.) , 

. (4). ~ oHndi'ridua1uemptione it ~ onlf in the 9oferaolo 0en«Q\ 
<fa CJfbeil lIli 8 of resolution (~ 44,) . _: 



H0"F1!lS,'COM'MKNTS AND MISCILLA10flEJUS OItoul lit 

{~ P., tn. OJa.ue (8) excludes from the operation of oerIaiJl ~~~tM 
Act _ap barieUed rUles of '80S bore reqllired for mateh~ti~ ptU'Po-. ~ ," 
to certain conditiolls. There appears to be no other pttmaioo in the rut. empo Q 
the UnpQrt of '303 or '450 rilies into British Indis-vide paragraph XlV (pa.ae 2M). 

(6~ Page 90, emilie (lO).-The exemption granted by this eeotioh hai _ 'AUt' 
dnnrh in the cue of Sattl Mohammad, IOn of Gbuiraan, a lAunbardar ih. the L1aU.~ 
Dia~. (Vide Addenda and Corrigenda). 

(7). PtJg6 96. Clauee (10) covers the oue of penone holding lWOrd. Or 8Ul.,­
ar.I prel81lted by Oommissioners or other Government officei'll under 'he' .sea­
or special orden of the Local Government. (a. D. Notn. No. 329, dated' me JtIt 
February 1920.) 

(8) 1\1 exerciee of the power conferred by section ~7 of tue Indian Arm. Act, 1878(xr of 187.). 
G -G. Iii {j. 18 pleaged to et:empt from the operation of the prohiltitiona aud dlrectJoo, cODtal.n'li 
11\ seetl0ll8 18 14, 1& of the Bald Act perilOns who were enrolled under I8iOtion 1J of the I~_ 
Defence Force Act;, 1917 (Ill of 1917) and appollltfl<l to the Univllrslty Corys or the Indian o.terlae 
Force and who have sigRlfied iu wnting t{) the oftket who, was commanding that Corps tbeir Int.en. 
tion of app\ymg for enrolment in a URlverslty a()rp~ of the l\llllan Territorial Force, ill reapeot ot 
arms carried for the purpo!le of military Instruct'OIl uwler the orders of the laid uiBcer. (H. D. 
Notn. No. 2488 rlsted the 17th Dec. 1920). 

XXVI. Page, 96 Schedule 11. Air-gun8 of tho "Quackenbush" and "Gem" 
pattern which were not adapted for use Wltu explosive substance are mere toy. and 
that the application of the Arms Act to thel9 guns which cannot be regarded .. 
deadly weapons would be all ullwarrallted 8tringellcy. If is therefore requ.ted 
that the test miy be applie.i ill deciding whether any partioular pattern of Air-gun 
should or should not be coosidered as coming within the purview of the Aot aDd 
the rules thereunder. (fl. D. No. 2651 dated the 9th Oct. 1897) 

(2) A licence is required for glling armed with an air-gun or air-rifle which 
does not satisfy the teet laid down in entry 2 (iii) of Schedule II to the Indian 
Arms Rules. Suoh licence should be granted iD foem XVI, and in the column 
for ammunition in the licence may be entered the wortls "no limit preICribed." 
(Bengal letter No. 3431 P. dated 31st March. 1914). 

(3) Cues in which difficulty ill experienced in determining wbether an air-gun ill 
a deadly weapon or a toy may be referrelj. to the Inspector of Guna and Rifiel, 
Ichapur ; (ii.) When reference is neceeeary to the Iospector of Guna and Riflae. 
Ichapur. regarding the clasaification of an air-gun, the weapon or wespona under 
reference should be lent together witlt 25 slugs or darts per weapon j (iii) The 
package containing the weapon (or weaJ,lon8) should be sealed, aeala counter lunk 
and protected, and each package must be lndelibly marked, in paint or otherwiae, 
with the RI'038 weight of the case, office of issll9 and addl'888 of the conligtl99. EveJ'1 
package should contain a packu.lg note giving a fuliltat of the contents. The package 
Ihould be consigned to Superintendent, Riffe Factory, Ichapur, (Railway Station, 
Iohapur). The poetal addresa of the Inspector of GilDS alld Riliee, Ichapur, i. Nawab­
ganj. His Telegraphic addreee is "Inspector, Gunl" Icbapur, Nawabganj. {H. D. 
letter No. 812-821 dated 9th June H1l4.) 

XXVIL Page 97, Schedule II. Entry 3 (vi)-KirpaIlS. (1) Vide para. n 
page 281). 

(I) In exercillll of the power OOIIferTed byilP.CtlOD 21 of the Indian Arm. Act, 1878, the G.-G, III 
0.1a pleMed to uclude from the operation of the prohibitloDJ OOIItiioed 10 lliletiona H and 16 of 
the -.Id Act &111 arm belonging to a commillllioned oBice:r, wvrant otllcer, Don-commUlioned oIBcer, 
or eo1dIer of Ria majesty', fc.rcea for t.be Lime being 1IeI''rinI beyoDd tbe Um1ta of British lDtUa. 
(H. J)" DOta. 168:l dated 20 .AQiUIt ltJO). 



.. Not as. CO"M~TS A\ND . .MISCELLI\.O..,S ORbl~. 

xxvm. p~ 106, Beludvle VI,-entry (14), authorieee a Commanding o!icer 
of. Gurkha Battabon, inetead of a Civil officer, to graBt licen8eIJ for the aport of 
KuJ"v .... (OJ. Rule 43 (2), page 89.) 

XXIX. Schedule VIU, Licence Forma. The conditione attaching to the 
arut of aDy1ioencEI are prin~ 011 the form iteelf. Theae thould be carefully 
DONd and obterved 81 the infringement of anyone of them ooDlltitutee aD offence 
1IDder the Indlan Arma Act and rendere the holder of the licence liable to 
pMI8011tion Prominent amonget these conditione are those wbioh require the 
giTiIli of information forthwith at the neareat police etation of the late or theft 
Of M11 arma or ammunition and the embargo on the taking of arme to a fair, 
!eliaioaa pl'OO88llion or other public allemblage u111888 epeciallyauthori8ed to do 10. 

XXX. Page 134.-with reference to B. D. Notn. No. F. 829-1-22 dated 3rd 
November 1923, on page 134 ante., it mal be noted that the effect of thia Notification 
ia that Oourt fee payable on appeal. against the refuBal of a licence under rule 43 of 
the Indil.lll Arme Rul., 1924, ie one anna. 
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muule loari:ng-
Gunpowder Bnd fircwork~. Manufacture of­

without licence. Posfle81ion of-

Gurkha Battalion. Comm'lndil1g-auth (,ri~ed to grant export licence for ItUkriM 

Glllkhaa. Kukri powtleelled or carried by- ••. 
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lIazara Diatriot. Lillt of villag. in-exoluded 
a.- of Departmeuta probibited froln grallSing permita to oarry arme-

l10me DiJMlrtment RNeluaoa 
_ NotifioatioDli dated 3rd Nev. 1923 
ao.gkong. Illioit trade in arms with­

JiOtritzetL Cannon inolude-

Iyderaba.d State Armed travellers frorn­

Wait trade ill arm8 etc. with Coloniel 

blperial I18rvioe troopa 

Jmport aad re·export of arme etc. 
_ by land or ri ver of arms eto. 

- of arms, ammunition or rnilitllry ItO"" 
upOPt and traBeport detiMd ... 

- cannon eto. 

-- cd rifte., .l'u.rolll and revofvel'll " 
transport and re-export. COlllpreheDlril'll licence for ... 

udiau Arms Rules, 1920, cancelled 

ladiao ArO\l awee, 1924, 

Wan States. Reciprocity with­

hformatiOll to be ~ re~rdtDI!' oiPenoell 
tro. droppingli or pellets aro amrllurutioll 

LMtrumeo1 of attack or defenoe i8 arm 

_kllel ol Mianwllli District exoluded 
JoUIt farWly. Accu!Mld member of a-... 
.... u, oooupied houilil. Arms fOllDd In 
Journey. Guing armed on a-

IIatoachi District Authorities 

.....,1.II'01\S6 ... 

ltathiawU' Agency Arms Rules. Army covered by­

kyars tteed in marriage procellllion in BOlDbay- ... 

K.eping for ufe culKody of nreal'lTls and ammunition 
Ilirpan uNd by Sikhs ... 

EJIiI.. Clasp-llot an arm 
Cook's-ill not an arm 
Dagger IIhaped-... 
kbibit-is oot arms 

'table-ott all arm 
lIltkr:s, potJBessed or oarried hy Gurkhas 
Lllbaul. PN'gIloDB of -excluded 

Land or ft'1'er. lmpon by-
Exp~by­

l!.aoguage. Form and-of licene611 

lAwfully IIntitled to poll86ll8 

ItI8d included ill' aDd e:llekJ,.ted from ~ of miM..., .. orw 
_ cutiitlS swords ucluded ,., . ., 
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tead for IDd,!strial or lUanufacturing purpollt'H 

- lIIoulded into bullets •.• 
LeA Melford bulletll are parts of ammumtion 

Licence. Canr'elling lind 81lspension of-
Defimtion oi-
for person!! arri ving by bC9 

Penalty for hreach of-

to g" armed for prof6("tron does not Blltliorlze NI'Ort 'or di~rl.,· .. 

ApplIcation for thtl h'l'lIllt of-

Crop Protect\On- ... 

for destruction of wild Ilnjmal~ 

Duration Ilnd rcn!'wal of-
1<'008 payable for-

Forms ami language of-

Form to be on "tOllt pap!'r 
Grant 0[-

LimitatIOn (If llumlli'r "f­
Obligation to produce­

Renewalof-

UBe of 8lOgla-for all wenpon8-
Lllllitation of nllmher of IlcenceR 

LImit of PORS6S8ioD of ammunition 

Looal Rules and Orders Assam 

BIhar an,l Orl8sa 

Dombly 

Central Provinces 

Coorg 

Delhi 

Madras 
N. W. F. P. 
PunJab 

LOll8 of weapons to he reporh'd 

Madra" Local Rules and Orders 

• 

Scheduled (h~trlCtA of-WIthdrawn 
Malabar District ExterllJlon '>1 p 15 to­

Manager. Rel'ponlliblJity of-of Ii licenllf'd vendor 

MallufactuE', (,()1I~er8ioll and sale of arms etc 

Markmg and numhring of IlCellsed guns 
of Govertnnen t arms 

Marriage prooo8Bione. Daggcl'1! cBrril'fl in­

.Master. Servant csrrying a gun on behalf of­
responsible for IJl8 serVAnt'" act 

Match-lock converted into R prl'lceslI!oll gtlD 

~ilitary Store •. Articles defined AR- ... 

IleCUon 4 exu,nded to lead, ~ulrhllT 800 II&It~t .... 
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INDEX. 

Mitraillenlea. Cannon inolud8ll­

M.ortars. C/l.nnon IUcludes­

Moyapur. Warehouse of-
Muhammad FaiyazkhaD. Minnte [If Mr -

North West Frontier Provin~e. Local Rules and OrderH-

Partl! of-withdrawn 

Nirnar Diatriot. Lauds ocaupied by R M. Ry in­

Notioe and limitation of proceedingH 

Obligation to produce Iicence~ 

OffenceR. Information to be given regluding-

punishable nnder B. 19 are diHtJuct flom those under S. 20 

Offioera empowered to grant export lioences hy ~efl 

" " ,. !and or river-

Operation of other la we barred 

Ordnanoe for mouuting etc Cannon include all­
Patakas are not fhe-works ("xploHives) 

Passengers arrivlllg with arllls from outKide 

Pas"ess to carry arms not to be given to soldiers on discharge 

Shooting-to British Soldiers 

or revolverM of certain horee. Jnwort Bnd possessiun proillbited ... 

Permits. Grant of-to slIbordillateM to carry arms prohibited ... 

Penalties for breach sertions 5, 6, 10, 13 to 17 of the Act 
for breach of lioence 

for breach of rule 

for concealing Brms etc. 

for delivering arms to perSOll& lIot Quthorised to possess them 

for purchasing arms from unlicju~ed persons 

for secrot breaches of "s. D, 6, 10, J,j, lind 15 

Personal IIS6. Definition of the tenI\­
Pistol Ollt of repairs 

Pole-axe (or Kanta) is not an tUIll 

Police offio~rs. Duties of-
Politica.l officers to grant certificates of conAent 

" authorised to grant licenseR 

" 
to limit Dllmhers of retainers (If chiefs 

Pondioherry. GIIIJIIlmported from-
Purta. ImportatioD of arma, nmmunition nnd lflllitnry st,>res into eertaiu­
Ports ill statos 11Ild foreign tenitory. EXpOll llf !lrms etc. to-

Portuguese Indi!\. Impnrt of arms etc frum- ... 

• 

POR888sion of arms, ammunition and lllliitary storeA 
of arms etc., and going Rrmed 

by daalen of balled ammunition 
Posl888ion of arms etc and .going armed for protection of crop8 

eto and going arm<!d for destruction of wild animals 

for 'sport, proteotjon or dilplay 
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INDEX 

POS8e8sion of prohibited in certain placeR 

Tempor"ry-or lIIere denial-nut offence ... 

Tranpfer of-of arms 

Post. Import ,){ arms throus-h post­

Power to confi8cate 

to exempt 

to make ruleR 8S to licence! 

prohihit transport 

establish leurchi Ilg stations 

tit take cen8US of fire arlll8 

Previous SIlnctiun required in certain case8 of lioeooe8 

sanction under M 29 (See AhllJed HU888io 27 Cal. 69l!) 
Privil~ged pers'Jn .... 
Procedure wher~ arrest i8 made by II person Dot Magistrate or Police Officer 

PrOCeHij101I Arrlls carned in a lUarriage-

Production ami dehvery of import liconce~ 

of I,c .. llces. Ohligation {or the-

of arm~ (In demand by hcenlling (luthoriti08 

Proillbition of /.:lIill':; armed without licence 

of tran~pvrt lIy P')Rt of arm8 etc in Burma 

of arms etc. except under a hoenle 

Protection. Arms for-clultlot be used for aport or display 

.Prosecution of person in illicit p08Mession of Government arme 

Punjab Local Rules and Orders 

Districts in-to which section 15 is extended 

ParLe of-Withdrawn 

OrderH regarding chhavjij and gandasas 

Sardars and .faglrdan in-exemptcd 

Punjab. Villages to which eectiona 13 and 14 do .not apply 

Quackenbush Rifle • 

Railway (8) lndu~ Valley State-Lande Act 

Land occupied lIy R ~.-in Nimar Dillt. withdrawn · .. 
PBBRCP to BritiMh 8oldi..,n 

authoTities. Hesponllibility of-
anthoTities to Bend ''''egraphic advice of traneport 

Reciprocity with Indian StateR 

Recording 1'le ground of tll'ltef under s. 25 

Redu(.1ion or remiSSion of foc" 
Re-export. Import &lId-of arms etc 

kegirnent or military Meatl. Arms in po88efllion of­

Registration of annl by exempted perllOnl 

no·import.. Export ami-of arwa etc. 

Re·importation of riflea 

Renewal Duration &nd-of licence. 

Repeal. and alDoDdmenUl, 
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&&pairing of &rIDa 
BeeponlibiJity of arms dealers 
aeltriotion on the pOllseBlionlof cannon' etc. 
_ .011 the import of riflea, pistole and revolvers 
__ upon the import of caDJlon, arms etc., 
___ ~ltport of.oanDoD eto., 

~ traDlpon of cannon 81U1B etc., 
. aetaiaen. Rtilea reUtiDg 10-
.- of Rewn Kailthe. chiefl 
&e~i&1 in oertain c~se~ 
i&evisioD .of order. refusing lioence@ or reHw&l. 

levolvere and pistols. RestriotiQDfl 00-

posBe8ei!,n of withoutjlicence-

- with brok" trifiler or eut of ret*f i. arw 
unloaded-wrapped in a cloth 

--- restriction on-
&owa Kantha·,Agenoy. Ruling Chiefs in-rete.iner8 of 

. Bewards. OllIcere authorised to grant rewards­
iifle(I}. Quackenbueb-
~ Importation of- . 

- of '303 or '450 hore. IlllpOft. of-proaihlted 
--- Sightll for-exempted in certai. C&IIeI\ 
aDlee and Orde:a-A8Bam 
- Bihar and Ori88a 

- Bombay 

-.-
Oentral Prorinoel 
Coorg 

V&lbi 
.Ma~rl8 
N. W. Frontier Proviooe 

- I'unjab, 
r- for the grant of ehooting pauee to BritiBh lSokIiertl 

for the guidanoe of Police Officers 
_ British 80lQiers 8hooting game 

_ under ebO·'joD 16 of Act Xl of 1878 
Sale. MILnufacture,. conversion and-of arms etc. 
Saltpetre 
8&nction required UDder II. 29 of Act 

Previous-in certain caBe8 of Iioences- ... 

--- required previous to proeecutiOll-
I0&Il of fleet 
iobedwed Distriots in Madru ezempted 
butiny by railway autboritiee of oonRigDments of arme etc. 
....... Dd.inN by magiltrate 

• ........ by night not illegal 
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s.rch for Ulbs illegal if not ordered by magietrate uDder B. i6 
.. preaeDoe of lIO~e otBeer appointed 
....... rant under .. 2b 
ill caae of oil.noes under .. 19 (b) of ••• 

BHrobing Itation. Pewer to es.bH.b-
... 

-P4 . .. 
.~ 

•• .. 
it 

SlMr<.e btNobCII of 06rWn 86CtiO" 
8Mtion 16 ef Arms Act XI of lQ18. Rules uader­
!lnuJII aM detention by Local Quvernment 

- ... at 1ti, ." 1M, 218, _ 

SetenC6 for substantive offence ~ commenoe at once 
- OD oonvictiOD in addition to contiacation of arJltlt 

Beavy-undesirable without special grollnds 
Swvant oarrying or oiling his luaater's gun 

BIto&ting pu8es to B.ritish BuldlGril 
Sfgbutfor guns on r~B are pan. of armB 

for rifl_ imported in eenMn CUft eamptecl 

Sill1i. Talpur family, Zemindars and Jagir<H.rs in-exempteti 
Swords carried in marriage processions in-

Speare. Depost of-under" 15 
and 8pear-head. are arms 
are arms but exempted frolll certain II6Otion8 
in Arabn Hill Tracts 

Sportsmen. WarDing to­
Statement of objects and reaSODS 

Stat6ll. ArmR etc. exported to-getting into the hands of undesirable perlOns 
export to ports in Indian-and foreign territory 

Sulphur-is ammunition Sale of-by agent 
Exemption frOID fees of -for industrial purpDNII 

Sun:vnary trial under 8. 19 
. Swords carried in marriage pr~lIions 

or dagger at a place to whicb 8. Hi ba8 not been eJ:tended 
pOlllMj88ion of-in a diaarmed diatrict 
for preeentation as prizea exempted 
lead cutting-
of bonour 

• uniform-aDd dirks esempt 
auok is a sword -

Swor(l·hilta are part of arms 
Table hifl' is not an arm 
TtJpur famtly. Ex~mption of members of-
Target practice. Licenoe for the poRNBion aDd uee of firearm. for­
Temporary cuatody ar poueeaioD 

lioence for pOBll8&8ion and going armed to bolla f/tM traveUer. 
Teat for finding what i, arm 
Torpedo .moe. ArtlClea for-included in ammunition 
fOl-or.DIlOD uempted... ... .., .,. 
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TraDaler of pOI_ioD 
Transhipment of ar'!l' ••• 
Traa.port. Power to prohibit-

import, export and-arma eta. 

lioel)oeI. Delivery of-

INDEX. 

of armB,Ammuoitioo and military store •••• 
of cannon eto. Reetriction upon-

within the oonfinea of the aame district 
Tr~vellere. Armed-from Hyderabad 

temporary licence to bo7tD.jiM- ... 
Trial. Summary-under B. 19 
Unlioensed polBelsioo of firearms 
Veriflcation. Inter_ provinoial­
Ware· hauling of arm •. etc. 

... 

Wild.animals. Possession of arma etc. and going armed for the destruction of 

Wiir.hip. Arma kept aa object. of-
Zamindara. Exemptioa of-and Jagirdars 
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'rIlE INDIAN Anus ACT MANUAL.-Fllra Eanto. 

(,IIBON~)LOOlCA.r. 'MBLE OF GOVERNMENT OF" INDIA ORUSft.'k 

I. lIome Dept. No Ij6!h dated the 17th JUDe 1828 pajI'e 11-
2. ]737 23ld 8ep. IR1~ .. 80 • 

a. FOT. 111l I'. " 
Slst Jan. IRBO :l8,\ 

-. HQJM 
" 

11162 BU. Vee. 1880 " 24. 

5 ... 1t'OT. 44S f P. ~H8t M. V J B81 .. 2:n 
(\ H()mc !flU 7!i to 12t.h July ISSt .. i90. 

7. " 
IG!\c) 

" 1tu Oct. IS8t 21 
/!., 

" 
208900 lr.th Dec. 181H 23 

9, For. ,')90. 20th Rep. IRS! .. 285 

10. ., 28fi1J. 2'tllh Jllne IP,~7 8(1 

It Home 29;, nth Nov. 1888 IlO 

]2. YU). Zi31 I. 8th .July i83l1 " 
28'i 

U. IBI6 I. 2,...1 JWJc IS90 77 

It. )827.r 21rd Marcb lR9l 
" 2' 

15. 27i~. I. 8tb .July 18B' 77 

lb. Home " 
o:~7 IfiU. ~urcb 1894 .. 21:19 

J7 HIiIl·S4. 
" 

27th Sep. 18U; 
" tar. 

18 IW4 7tl. Oczt. lR~i 2Hl 
19 J<or. 8~R 6tb M"T 18ft';; .. 21l/'i 

~lO •• Hom'! Bli9-HI 2Mh MIU'<lb ] 81J7 I~~ 

21. 1.;~):t ... 'til May 1>197 ] c.:-~ 
21. 263 1 .. 9th ~t. 1811. ,. 2n 
23. 1490 2nd July 18!J8 SI. 

2 ... .. 16n 28th July 18919 ,. 163 

26. lU76 ,. aht Dec. 1900 13J> 

~. " .... " 
90~ 

" 
20t.b Feb. I~l .. 2H2 

27. ft .. 7~ r. 20til.. Feb. 1901 .. 21l'f 

28. !IQG 
" 

20,"" Feb. 1 POlo Sol 

29. 01 4f1.l8 6th. A\I4l. l~l .. 21'11\. 

30. \I .~ tH~2 1 Slla O<:t.. 100.& .u 
In. .. GalS IMh llec. IIwt .. 2" 
"iZ. h 41H·t66 .. tUb Feb. l\tOi .. 28"-
3.1. .. .. 1810 8th .Illae WQlI .. 'II 
IH .. , - ]9i)7 

" 
20th Aug. ~()G " 

284 
!Iii. " .. 21&6·74 .. UUt 8ep I fOG .. Ut 
!w. .. l' 2.n6-1~- ., 8th No ... 1 too 2S. 
a7. " " It H04. l' UtQ .lWlO 11101 " 28' 
1.8. .. 1638 *- "th Oct. 1'.J07 ,. 28~ 

1J9. " . , Ho'i .. 1tb.Feb. J008 .. 17 
10. r " 

1!H .. 1St"'~1rlMcb IliaS .. 11 

il. I'. W. ,. 2106 .. Ikd :Dec. 1908 .. JU 
U. Home ~. .. ltG, 

" Uth ..lUi. 1908 " .. 



'" CItO!'lOLOGICA t T.-\ftt.~, 

«"1. Hume Dept-. No. 2:.t>-& d.ted·tb.e lith Oct. tltW pita- ft~ 

4.3. u " 
lHt!6 10th l'It'{I. I!IOV ,II(" 

H. 4..108 1.1 Nov HH,j :olliS 

4.;;. I' 
901) .. Isa. Mtty I ~Ill 1l 

46. C. ~nd 1, " 52S·2t,'l Uth J"n. Hill 2/01,\ 

41. Home 3! .. IILh J.IlDI! IlIlI 71 

i8. .. 3001 Hth Nov 1,,1:1 tw, 
~II. C . and t 

" " 
8012-807-( 2~1L Scp. 191:1 2~' 

60. Home 
" 

812-21 8th J.une Ill! +. Z!llt 

tTl. C. and f. .. 5311 "'th .lul.v 1111 ~, 2i 

172. Home " 
2202 4th N"y. 1\1:/0 HI'f 

Ii.i . For. 2112 ( ' . IHh Feb 1~2'" .. :/W, 

/i4. Home J~ II til Ol't 1!12H 2S1 

5:', It 329 21~t- }<"f'U 11120 
" 

:/!.Il 

im. " 
88·SlfJ 40th MIlJ' W:.!O 2'1E1, 

5i. 1 r.!'!2 !>th Aug, W:lO :1tI1, 

58. - 220G flh Noy. lil211 9~ 

;,!i. Ii 1336 8,b .Jullia Hhll 
" 

HI~ 

roO. 24~8 
" 

..th Vee. I!I:!O 2111 

61. " 
13H 9th Jun<' 11l2l 

" 
J9.1 

62. 16'\3 
" 

(>th July )!)21 
" 

289 
6J 'L 

8211-1·22 .. Brd Noy. 192a 5!! 
6~. 829·'·23 

" 
arcl Nov. H12,J 

" 
(\(1 

65. .. 82!i· ... 22 3rd Nov. Ilt23 
" 

2!I2 

66. 
" }o'. 21·XXX·~ J{ith M9rch 11124 

" 
2il 

67 . 
" F 21·XXX·23 

" 
fiN AprIl 1:121 

" 
85, 81 , Hl!J-: 

>S. n " 
g 87i} 30lh AprIL 1924 'II 

;9. II " 't F 21·XX.2-1 2:lJld A prJI 1112 .. 9;; 
70. 

" D·56f 2UtJI l\1~1 1!l24 107 
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A,rdenaa and Oor,.ige"u to the I "aia" .A,."'8 Act ltIaftrW--(Fijt1, Editio ... , 

1. PIIge 09-70, Rule .'1. 81lb-rnle (I) (l). and page 9:1, Schedllle I, item (10). Add 
~B footnote :-

The e~elllption conferred lIn<ler this rnle shall cease to elttend tn Batli Mohammad 10" 
"f Ohllln!\n. LalllhllT,iar of Oh'lk No. ~U6. R.lklt Branch, Lye.llilur DilltPiot. Punjab. (8. D. Notll. 
N. F. 21-XV-:H. dated tho i2ad April 192 •. ) 

2. Page B5. Rule 34 (I), BUb-nUe (b), after the word .. Ma,iekate" lieU tile 
word3:-- . 

"or by Rny other officer Ipecisny empowered by the local Goverllimmt in tbat 
behalL" (It D. ~(jtn. ~o. F. 21-XXV 1-2-1 d&ted the 23rd April, 1924..) 

3 Pa!/e ;S, R1tle fJ2. sub-rule (2). For cl .. use (c) •• tnt't.k the foUowin, 
dans('~ -

"by II.ny person licensed to possess such articles or exempted from 
lhe liability to obtain such licence, where such articles 81"6 transported 
ill rea.sona.ble q'lant,ities for his own use from the premises of .. licensed-dealer. 
ur a.re transported for pl\rposes of examio.ation or repair to or from any 111011 
1'H"emis"s nl' a.re tranqported to any ot.her person 1'10 licenlled or exempted u 
afarsesaid." (H. D. Notn. No. F. 21-XVIIl-24t dated the 11th June 19240>-

4. Pa!le 81, R.le 33, sub-rule (1). For clau.e (a) ,d,tit.e. the 
following :-

(a) Tn Madras and Bombay by the Commiss.,oner of Police; in Calcutta­
hy the Deputy Cornmil'sionf'r of Police at. head-quarters; and in Rangoon­
hv tl.P A~~ist",nt O<Jmmillsioner of Police, Rangoon. (H. I). Noto. No. F.2l. 
xvl-2-t da.ted the 12th June 19U.) 

5. Page 84, Rule .'is. Add as 8ub-~le (4) :-

(4.) Tbe District Magi EI tr1\te, South' Arent, may, on the recommendation of R~ 
Excellency the Governor of the Fre lch Settlementa in India endorse a JicellCC!l 
~ranted in Pondicherry for the p09se81'ion of arms and ammunition or for gt'li_oC 
armed AA valid for B perioi of nne month throughout British India or an y epecified 
pnrt &.hereof. and such Jiceooo shall. when so endorsed. be lieemeti for lIuch period to 
he 8 li~nce granted under 8u~rule' 1,. (H. D. Notn. ~o. D.iH5 dated the 30th 
April la2I.) 

fl. P((ge 85, R_le 31, Bub-rule (1). For clause (b) a.lI,tie." the 
following :-

(b' in any other cases by the District Magistrate or by 
t'pecially empl)wered by the loca.l Government in that beha.lf, 
No. F. :H~XXVI-U dated the Z3rd April ]92'.) 

7. Page. 90-91, Rule 46. Imen the following ,ub rule .fter 81lh-rule (8) :-

(9) No fee shall be chargeable in re'pect of the endol'll8ment nuder sub-rIde (4) 
of rule 33 of .. licence granted in Pondicherry. (IT. D. NotD. No. 1).875 dateU the 30\11 
April, 1924.) 



xii i\'(WENOA A~f) COIHHGEND.\, 

8, Page '94, Sc'!ledllle1, entry (b), Alld the following c1anse ~ -

(i) The Tatiltli Istimral'dal's of Ajmel'-Mcl'\V.al'a, 

'(ii) The N awab of Doral 
(iii) The Diwall of OXu'gIl.h Khwaja SalrrL 
(iv) The Jagirdar of GanglVana, 

(fl) The Jagirdal' of DodianB. 

f:t!;~. -Tbe iJagirdar of)llIl.I'~a~a, 
(a t> Notn, No. D. 4,t8t dllted the .nd .tun() 19B' 

Page 95, Schedule I, entl'Y (I O,-SM corl'eotion N.), 1 i\ht'lv~, 

. fl, Pltqe 107, Scl/lJ(litl~ VII, entry (I). clause (0) aftcl' the wonl:'! "1111\1:\" 
'I'orritorial Force" inael't tlte. ~ord8 "and any IVarril •• t officer uf til't' l{oyal 11\,lia,' 
Marille," (fl, ·D, Nota N.J. O-M! ,Iated ttl e 2Uth May H)2~), 

)", Pn{Jp.lOS, Heading. Oppo~i'f} FUI'm J.. Fur 'the wordl! Btlrl figlue3 "fl'f'9 
Tules 5,23 and 2:;)" ,,'eo(l "(tlea roletl 5,23 and ill)." 

11. Po.Ige 125,. Se/wi"le YI/[. JJicence fMID XVr. In the f.JI'lDu'.,1 
'of signll.hue, for the wOI,d:i "'Comrnissiun~r of P\lli(j~" WlU!I'eever they tlC(!III', 

;~mb8t I tllte. 
COIumisijionci" of Policc 
Deputy (Join-/-n-c-iA'-:-'io-J/-'I!-r--

" "llSi_llLIIL UOltllui"sivUCI" \. 

The jo7101£"ing amendments (viz, 12 to 18) mlll/e by Ii. D. Noili, No, ]<\-:11 X:\',\·.:'j 
dated the 23rcZ A.pril /9::4, 'wiU take effect /l'om the lilt i\ugullt 1 [):!4. • 

·12. Page 70, R..,le 7, sub· rille (L) (a), 1'0/' the words and fig/Ires "r>ist()ls or 
revolvers of '450 bore" ,«batie,de the words alld figltrel! "))i"told or revolver" of 
'HI, '455 or any intt'rmediate bore,l. 

13. Page 8.1, Rule 28, sub-rule (3, Por the words an~ fi~ure" '~pi>lt(lh~ .noli 
revolvers of '450 bore" 8ubstitute the worJIJ and fig'lres "pu,to!1! and levulveril of 
'44:1, '455 or any intermediate bore," 

14, Page 84, Rule 33. suh-rule (t), -proviso (i), For the worels nn(l fignr(>~ 
"pistols or revolver~ of '450 bore" 8ub8titute the words and figures "pistol" or 
revolv~ of '441, '455 or an intermediate hore." • 

15, Page 85, Rtde 31 Bub·rule (1), proviso (a), For the words and figures 
"pistols or rtlvolveril of '450 hore." 8ubstitute the words and figure) "pistols or 
revolvers of '441, '455 or IIny inter.::>ediate bore," 

16, Pag" 87, n~~le 38, Bub-rille (I), For the wore;,- - - '~'oh and 
revolvers of '450 bore" 8ubstitute the words and figures "pistols \l1J"._j'vol~ers of 
'441, '455 or any intermediate'bore." , 

11, Page [)2. Sch.?dule I, column 2, clanse (d), For the words aUfI figures 
"revolvers or piRtols of '450 bore" lIubstit"tc the words and figures "revolverli or 
pistols of '441, 455 or any intermediate bore," 

]8. Page 106, Schec7,ule VI, Entry (11) c1a.use (a), sub-hf'Rd (iii), ].'01' the 
'\Vords and figures "revdlverlJ or pistols of '450 bore" lubs!itllte the wordtt lind figUlell 

"pistoh or revoh'erll of '411, '455 or auy jn.erm~bure," 



xii !(OOENDA ANI) C01~RIGEN[H. 

8. PaIJe "!J4, Sdlledltle 'f, entry (b). Add the following dlal'ls6 ~ -

(i) The Tatirni lstimrardars of Ajmel:-Mel·w.&l'a. 

~(ii) The Nawab of Doraj. 

{iii) The Diwall of D~I·gll.h KhwaJa Salrfb 

tiv) The Jagirdar of Gangwana. 
(v) The ..Jagirdal' of Dodiana. 
~.i~. ·qt,be Illlogirdar 'ofLtrharWa a. 
en )) Notn. 'No. D. 4.z8~ dated the !lod 1uoo 19H' 

Page 95, Schedule I, ent.I·S (lO)-SM cO;'l'eotion NI). ) !l.h()yc."-

, 9. Pqge 107, che;liLl~ VII, ent.ry (I») clause (a) a/tc)' the w(ml" ' . 
Tflrritorial Force" in8e)·t the , }VOl'ds "and auy .Wt\rl'l\lIt officer uf th'tl Hoyal f Ihlil\ 
Marine." (H. ·D. Notn Nv. D-5CH dated the 20lh May 192-1.). 

1@, Pa&e ~08, Heading. Oppo~ite Form 1\ FtJr'the words 1111d figllTes "Re 
'rules 5, 23 and 2'1)" ,'ead "(see Tufes 5, 23 and :10), ' 

11. Pdge '195,. 8cltedrele rIll. Licence form XV£. In the forffillim 
'6f signatlil'e, for the wOl'd~ ''tGommiilsiunt:T oif i>ul:iUd" wLitll't!tlvtlr tbe.)' U'CUU1') 

~'8'tb81tt1tt'e. 

COmm'i5ijion.:.:e.:...t -;--:--,-__ o~ P~lice 
Deputy Oommissiorler 
Assi8tlluL UOltimidSic;mcl' " 

" 
The /ollowl,ng amendments rv~z, 12 to is) made by rio D. NUll'/.. 'No, 1,1_iH XJ(X.23 

dated the 23rcl Ap"il I924, will ta/le effect f'1'om the 1st A UgU8t 19'!A. -

• 12.. Page 70, Rtotle 7, sub.rll1e (l) (a). For the .words aud fiSflres '·Visto" 
revolvers. of '400 bore" ll'Ubsti'tute t)\e words and figures "l>islold Of revolvers 
'441, '455 or any intermediate bore," 

13, Page 83, Rule 28, sub-rule (3, Poi' tbe words and figllrell '~pi toJs 
revolyers of '450 bore" 8ubstitute the worJs and fig'lres "pistols and levol 
'441, '455 or any intermediate bore." 

14. Page 84, Rule 33, suh-rule (1), proviso (i). For the 
"pistols or revolvera of '450 bore" 8ubstitute the words Qnd 

• revolvtli/l of '441, '455 or a.n intermediate bore." 
15. Page 85, Rule 34 sub-~ule (1), proviso (a). For the words and 

"pistols or rtlvolvers of '450 hore." substitute the word.s and 6gureJ ·.··." ..... ,,1 .. 

revolvers of '441, '455 or any inter eaiate bore," 
16. Pagll 87, Rule 38, sub-rule (1). For the wOriiif • - , 

revolvers of '450 bore" 8ub8titute the words and figures "pistols 
'441, '45501' any intermediate·bore." . • 

17. Page 02, Schedule I, column 2, clause (d). For the words aod 
"revolvers or pistols of '450 bore" substitute the words and figUfes" 
pistols of '441, 455 or any intermediate bore." 

18. PagG 106, Schedule VI. EDtry (11) clanse (a), 8ub-head (iii). 
worda and figures "l'evdtverl1 or pistols of '450 bore" substitute the wo.rdll 
"pistoh or revoh-er. of ·441, '455 or ~ny in.ermediate bore." 


