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PR EFACE. 

The Compiler beg!. to uprCbS hib deep bem;e of gratitude to the Local 
Governments and officials whose uniform courtebY and patronage have 
enabled him to present the Sixth EdItion of the Indian Arms Act 
Manual in its present revised and enlarged form. Since the publication 
of the Fifth Edition, (of which only a limited numher of copies were 
printed and ran out of stock in a little more than a year), several 
provincial Governments have issued their Loral Manuals for the use of 
District Officers in their respective provinces. In view of this fact the 
Editor had some hesiLahrm in getting out a new Edition without 
ascertaining whether a priva.te publication wou Id find acceptance with 
Government officiali-l on whose l-lupport the production of the previous 
editionb had mainly depended. The appearance of the present volume 
wal-l therefore delayed, parLiy for this reason and partly on ac(\ount of 
the change of arrangements with the origina.l printer who gave up the 
undertaking after printing only a portion of the book in about four 
l~lonths. This deL1Y has aho led to a few errors and omissions which 
have been rectified by the Noll' and the Addel/da and CUl'rt(/(,1u/U 
appended at the end of the Preface. 

2. From the li:"t of Content:" it will be Heen that the Manual has 
been extensively enlarged. The history of legiHlation which is [now 
only d. matter of academic interelSt]. and certain other matters of 
minor importance have heen omitted. On the :(lther hand a "Brief 
Explanation of Rule~" publilShed by the Government of India, and the 
Local Rules and Orders of the Government:-. of Bengal and the United 
Provinces, the Berar Arms Rules, 1924, and the revised Rules of the 
Government of the Central Province,> have been reproduced almost in 
extenso, though in !lome places they have been curtailed and the laIlg11age 
altered to suit the purpose of the Manual. 

The arra.ngement of the book haH also been revised.-The Govern
ment of India resolution of the 21st March 1919, publishing the Arms 
Rules of 1920, hB.s been retained, (pages 1-6), the Report of the Arms 
Rules Committee, formed in purimance of the resolution moved in the 
Legislative Assembly by Baba Ujagar Singh Bedi, with the orders of the 
Government of India thereon (Resolution dated the 3rd November) are 
reproduced on pages 7-31. The importance of these orders has been 
emphasized by the Government of the Central Provinces (page xxii of 
Appendix) who have observed that-

"Officers responsible ·or the working of the Act should make Ithemselves iamlliar 
with the ordera passed by t.'le Government of India on the Report of the Committee." 

3. The Indian Arms Act, XI of 1878, (as amended by two later Acts) 
with the statement of Objects and Reasons, (pages 36 to 37) are supple
mented with Notes (in smaller type) compiled from Law Reports and 
Digests, and from the Orders of the Imperial and 'Provincial Governments, 
and are grouped together under the relevant sections of the Act (and 
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paragra.phs of the Rule&). The references to the order8 are indicated by 
territorial designations of Governments e.g. the term "India." for the 
Government of India. ·'Madra.s" for the Governwl'nt of Madras. and so on· 
Certain abbreviations such as "N otns," "Resm . ." "Jan., Feb." etc, are 
clear enough for the purposes of the reader. The text of the Schedules 
and their "notes" are both shown i.n smaller type. 

4. Rules under section 16 of the Act (introduced by Act XX of 1919) 
framed by several provincial Governments are printed on pages 
53-58, those under section 24 (confiscation of arms) on pages 
69-71, and those under section 28. (information of' offencE's and grant 
of rewards) on pages 73-75. In certain cases where considered more 
suitable. they have been'retained in the rules and orders of the Local 
Governments. 

5. The Indian Arms Rules, 1924, notified with the Home Department, 
notification No. F. 829·1-22 dated the 3rd November 1922, are corrected 
up to date with a few exceptions noticed in the annexed Note a'ld Oorrec
tions. Following these Rules are the "Rules and Orders" of Local O()V

ernments. The first two bets of these-Madras and Bombay~are 
collected from the various Government publications, and those of Bengal 
and the U nitpd Provinces the Berar Rules of 1924, and the revised rule:" 
of the Oentral Provinces ha.ve been edited from thl'ir respective Marluals 
with such alterations as appeared suitable for the purpose of thE' Manual. 

6. The compiler has spared no pains in making the Ma.nual serVIce
able to Government officials, connected with the administration of the 
Act, and to members of the legal profession and lawyers who may wish ~o 
consult the law relating to arms and ammunition in Brith,h India. He 
will however be grateful if any errorf> or omif,:"ions detected are brought 
t() his notme to enable him to include them in the first list of correction~ 
to be issued on the 1st October 1926. 

JUBBULPORE : } 

The 7th Jnne. 19.36. 
G. K. ROY. 



NOTE AND ADDENDA AND CORRIGENDA. 
rVidl' para.':. 1 and 5 (~r tlie' Prl'jacl'.] 

(J) PAm: 39. Section t of the Act was amended by Act XLIX of 1920-
the words "or a member of either of the Forces constituted by the Indian 
Territorial Force Act, 1920" having been subRtituted for the words "or 
a volunteer under the Volunteers Act, 1869," VolunteerR are no longer 
exempt from the operation of the Act, but they are entitled to a 
free licence in Form XVI under rule 46(8). (page 110) and entry (c) 
of Schedule VII, Page 146. 

This Rection also giveR a wide power to Government in regard to 
permitting their subordinates to carry or possess arms required for 
protection in execution of their duty,- Note 17 to Schedule I, (oage 121), 
and Rule \411 of Bengal Rules, (page 179). Heads of Departments are 
however prohibited from granting permits or passeR to their subordinates 
(Bombay ,rule 14 on page 22~.) 

(2) PAGE 41. Section 4 does not empower Government to define 
what iR an arm for the purposes of the Act, ( Note 11, page 43), but it is not 
clear whether this ruling had reference to Da/i.~ mentioned in clause 
9 (0) (I') of Schedule II, (page 12!:l). 

(3) PAGE 45. Section 5 prohibits the sale of arms, ammunition or 
military stores except under a licence and in the manner and to the 
extent perrvitted thereby. The only exception allowed is the sale of 
arms or ammunition possessed by a person for his private use which 
is permitted subject to the observance of certain conditionR specified 
in the second para. of the section. This exception would not cover the 
case of an agflnt to whom arms are made over for sale OIL commission. 
Sale by an agerf~ in such circumstances would be illegal except under 
a licence. (Hurma. M. 135. Edn 19~2). 

(4) an officer or soldier who wishes to dispuile of any arms or ammuni
tion either by pri\'ate sale or by public auction, should ll.<:certain that the 
wOllld-be-purchaser is entitled by law to posseSk the same. 1. A. R. 
No. 12 of 3rd June 1900, India No. 902 dated the 20th Fob. 1901, tlo rnbay 
rule 17, page 229, and U. P. rule 77, page 250. referred to in note (7) on 
page 45. 

(5) Unclaimed arms, ammunition and military storeR found in 
railway carriages should be Rent to the nearest magistrate for sale and 
the sale proceeds credited to Government- Vide note 8 on page 46. 

(6) PAGE 46, Note (9). In the first li~e for the words ·'N. W. F. T. 
admlu" 'rl'ad," N. W. F. P.', 

(7) PAGE 51. The rules uf the Government of Ben~al as contained in 
paras. 20 to 24 of th(· Bengal Manual have been superseded by the revised 
paras 20 to 24 A. Tne two Notes to Aection 15 of the Act, printed on 
pages 51 and 52 are accordingly cancelled and the revised ruleR 
substituted therefor, are shown below.- Vide also Notes 4 to 10 to 
Schedule II, pages 131-133. 

"In exercise of the powers conferred by section 15 of the Indian Arms Act, IH78 
(XI of 1878) and with the previous sanction of the Governor General in UouneIi, the 
Governor in Council is pleased to extend section 15 of thp said Act to all districts in 
Bengal and to d('clare that with effect from the 9th March 1923, no person of these district/! 
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shall have in his possession any arms of any deHcription exoept under a licence and in 
the manner and to the extent permitteli there by. (Notns. No. 787 datel! the 9th March 1923 
and No 1121 dated the 3l1t March l!!23)· 

N. B. This notificatIOn under seotlon 15 doeH not in Itself supersede any exemption 
under section 27 of the Act in force at the time, exemptions III force remai'} in force; posses· 
sion of arms beoome unlawful if the arms arf1 among those notified nndtJf column 3 of 
schedule II of the Ru.les.-Letter No. 1835-1866 dated the 15 May 1922). 

(8) Page 61. Section 19 (j) No proc~dings under scctbn 19 (I) 
can be instituted without previous sa.nction of the District nagistrate 
as required under section 29 of the Act, and the procedure is explained 
in Bombay rule 33 (11), page 2:34. Also persons punishable under the 
section are not to be arrested without previous sanction of the District 
Magistrate.-- Vidp Bombay rule 33 (8), page 233. 

(9) PAGE:68. Section 22 lays down an important responsibility on 
dealers in arms and ammunition. 

(10) PAGE 7J. Section 25. The grounds of helief should be recorded 
before a search warra.nt i!ol issued. See also U. P. rule 92, page 253. 

(11) PAGE 73, Section 28. All persons are bound to give information 
of offences under the Act. (Madras rule 27, page 219). 

(12) PAGE 75. Section 30. Speculative searches are pro\ubited. 
(U. P. rule 92, page 253.) 

(13) PAGE 77. With reference to the liN ote" to !'lection 33 of the Act, 
page 77, -Vide Foreign and Political Dep'l.rtment Notificat;ons 
Nos. 343--346·1, dated the 2nd July, 1924 printed as "[Rules Relating to 
Railway Lands, Punjab] on pages 300-307. 

(14) PAGE 81. Note below No. (5) may be numbered ("5 0). 
(15) PAGE 83. Add as Note (5 a)-"Vide Bengal Rule 58 t., (page lSn 

and C. P. Rule 52 page xxxviii, of Appendix I regarding the importa· 
tion of weapons of prohibited bores." 

(16) PAGES 86·87. Rule 15 (1) (b). Substitute' the following revlf!ll:!d 
rule published with N otn. No. F. -·XLII·25, dated 14th Sep. 1925. 

"(b) at the port of Calicut, Karachi, Dhanushkodi, T~icorin or Aden-
by the District Magistrate." 

(17) Page 114. Schedule I, item (b) (h) (i). Aftel' the word!ol "The 
Tazimi Istimrardars" add the words "and Tlon·'l'azimi Sanacli Istimrarnar"" 
(Nott. No. F.·21 XXVII 26, dated the 29th April 1926). 

(18) PAGE 135, Note 24 (2) fo/' the words "leaders hullets" I'Md 

"loaden bullets." 
In Note (3) for the figures "1676" l'('ud "1878" 
(19) PAGE 141 Insert the words "Schedule VI" before the word s "See 

rule 17 (1) a.nd Notes thereunder," and for the figure "(3)" of the firE't entry 
substitute the figure "0 )" 

(20) PAGE 143, Schedule VI entry (11) (d) ()mit the word "and" 
after the word "Rajputana" 

(21) PAG"\!: 227. Para. 38 of the Madras Rules shows the procedure 
for reporting thefts, losses or recoveries of Arms and Ammunition. 
Since this page was printed the Government of the Central Provinces 
have issued, in correction slip No. I, dated the 10th November, 1925, 
instructions on the subject based on the orders of the Government of 
India. These instructions will be found in para. 51 of the Central 
Provinces Local Rules and Orders--Page xxxvi of Appendix, 
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Relolutio" (No. 2125-0., dated tile 21st March 1919), of the Government of 
India, Home Depal'tmen't. 

For many years past the administration of the Al'mB Act has been. the 
8ubjt'ct of adverse criticism, mainly because European and East Indian subject. 
of His Majesty arA exempted from the obli~a.tion to take out li('enses for the 
possession of firearms whIle Indians, outside certain privilE'ged classes, have to 
"'Pply for ~icenses and even if successful in their aIJ\llications, ca.D, in most casell, 
obtain them only after enquiries as to theil' status and character, The Govel'n. 
ment of India have for some time past been anxions to remove this racial 
discrimination and to minimise tbe delays and inconvenience which necessarily 
attend the present lIystem cf administering the law, and they have had prolonged 
correspondence with local Govemments on the detailA of this intl'icate and difficult 
subject, 

2. Some critics of the existiug system demand the repeal of the Act, or 
in the alternative its administration on a purely fiscal basis, whel'eby anyone 
desirinll a license could secure it without question, on payment of the prescribed 
fee. The Government of India doubt wbether the serioull objectlons to so 
simple a solution of the problem have been fully realised by those who advocate 
it. In their respu'llsibility for the maintenance of order and tranquillIty the 
Government of India are bound to take into account the effect which an unres
tricted dissemination of firearms thl'Oughout the country.side mIght have upon 
serious crime. 1'hey cannot ovedook the lIkelihood of ellc!. weapolls LelDg fl'eely 
used in the dacoities, faction fights, and agrariau and I'cllgiou8 rIOts which 
figure so frequently in the records of our criminal COllrts. In mor~ than one 
province ill-carms illicitly obtained have during recent years played an appre
ciable part in serious crime, and the Government of India cannot contemplate 
with equanimity the simIlar 118C of such weapons in other provinces, They 
apprehend that if there were no restrictions on the possessIOn of fi1 earms by 
lawless characters, such an increase in crimes of violenC'e might ensue as would 
indangel' the security of the country, and that it would be llPcessary Jal'gely to 
en crease the number of armed police and to improve their equipment, 

S. The Government of India have decided, therl'fore, that the question 
cannot be dealt with on these hnes. They have considered the POSRlb,hty of 
a.bolishing all exemptions and requiring everyone from the hi~best authori
ties downwards to take out a license for the possession of filcarms. .l!nquiries 
showl'ld the objeC'tions to this course. There is every reason to believe that a. 
genera.l cancellation of exemptions would be regarded as wlthdl'awing a valued 
privilege if not as a mark of mistrust. 

4 After repeated examination of the question the Government o'f India 
decided that the best chance of solving the problem lay first il!l rigidly restl'icting 
the number of eJtempted vertons and, seoondly, in arranging that perilous of 
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.recoj!'nised status and character should, without distinction of race, ordinarily 
be entitled to obtain licenses for the pO~llellyion of firearms without enquiry or 
delay. While del ails wel'e slill nnder discussion the following resolutIOn wail 
moved in the Impetial Legislative Council and accepted by Government on the 
19th September 1918:-

This COli neil recomlllends to the Governor-General in Council thl\t 1\ Coml liUee of official 
and nhn official memhers of tloiM Conllc:l he appointffi to consider and report to the Governor
General in Council to what extont tho Indian Arms Act and the rllle~ thereunder cI&n be amendEld. 

The \\ hole question wa" then laid before a Committee composed partly of 
official and partly of non-official members of the Council, and the Government 
of India are now in a position to fOl'mulate the conclusions reached after examina
tion' of the report of this Committee. These are as follows :-

(1) A 11 arms other t han firearms and alllo firparnrR of an ohsolete character pf)Bse~sing a 
purely Ilntiquarian value will he exemptpd from all the prohibitions and directions contained 
III the Arms Act, except in Burma, the Punjuh and the North- Wost Frontier ProvillceR, rro· 
vided that IIny local Government mny retain tlIe existing restrictioll!! for part cular weapons 
or in particlliar are!l~ wbere such a course is necessary ill the illtp.re~t of law and order. 

(2) All di.ti nctio1l8 of a racial chnractN will be abnli_hed, hut a restri'Jted schedule of 
exempted per~()n~ as apppnrled hereLD will still be retained, the privi\e~e heing suujed to the 
lIame rl'strictionB in rebpect of the uumher awl description of wC.lpons as at present. 

(3) Exempted persons will not he· req nired to register their wpapons hut power will 
be reRarved to the Government of India and tbe Incal Go\·crnlllonts amI Admillistrations to 
rf'qnire the re~iHtration of rifles, revolvers and pistols ill tllll posResMion of such per80n~ 
where necessary. 

(4) The great land-holders included in eutrj:'" (6) of the schedule nppenrled, who at 
prl'spllt enjoy p'<emptinn in reApf'ct (If wenpon" in tho pORsession of their retainers, will in 
future he allowpd exempii()!l ill re.peet of Ii fixed lIlImber of retainers whose weapolls will ;)8 
registered annually as retainers' weapons, tllair nllllllwr and descriptiull (JI"y beillg specified. 

(6) Til per~flnR of approvpd e1wrnetl'r 8nll stntu8 lic('nse~ for tlHl poss('ssion of rilles 
(othl'r Ihan tho,e uf prulliloiteti hurt'N) Hnd ~lIJoolb bllre~ will onJinJ1'IIy be issuerl on applica. 
tioll Ilnd with"ut previum ellqniry, It will be for lotal GoverlllllelltH to prebcrrbe for ellah 
pruvin"e the qUHlifi('alionN entillillg any person to thi, I'ri\'ilege, lout snl.ject to any ~uch orders 
tire Governl'leut of IlHlill conl'ider thllt the followiug 'illalilkations hhonlJ be suflh:ieut :-

(I) Mpm\ll'rHhip of any order establi,h'Jrl l)y the Crown, or the possession of a title 
conferred or recognised hy the Governmellt of 111dlll or of the Kaiser-i-Hind Medal or a 
certilkute of honour. (il) Membership, paRt or pre~ellt, of the Indian or 11 Provillciul Legislative 
Council or iucluHioll in the list of Provincial [)lIrbaris. (Iii) Payment of not les9 than R8 1.000 
per annum hmil H'Vt'nUEl or Hs. 250 in road ann public work" cesses. (iv) Payment of ilJcome
tax on dn iucome of not leRs than RR 3,OUU for a period of three years. (,,) Being a 
GovernJllr,nt officer in receipt of not leRR than HR. 250 per month. (vii Being a cOlllllliRsioned 
or gazetted officer of His MajeRty's Military or Naval Forces or nls Majesty',; IlldiRh Marille 
Sprviee or n c"lIImiR~ioned J ndinn officer of t he Imperial Service Troops in active service (vii) 
Biling U PPlIRi"llPd nfficpr who before rl'tirement was by virtue of his ollicial pOSItion included 
in auy of the Ch!>HCR described in (v) or (~,i) above. 

(6) PerRolIR who hnve hitlwrto enjoyed exemption but are nut included in tbe new 
-.ehedllie of p!'rROIIt· exempted will be required to tuke Ollt licenses, hut it WIll be open to the 
local GovPl'mneut to treat them as entitled to tbe privilege described in clause (~) above, 
l'fOVided that there is no race discrimination. 

(';). The following changes will he made in the rules regulating tbe issue of licenses :-

(;)0 Licenses for revolvers and pistols will be issued only in caRes of real necessity and 
to perRons of approvt'd character, the fee being fixed at 8n enhanced rate of Rs. 10 except 
in the North- Wcst Fronlier Province where no change will be made. (ii) For B JicenBIl In 
fgrgl XVI tbe fee wiU ~ railed to Rs. 6 for 6IWb breech· loading weapon but will r~in 
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uDcbauged for muzzle·loaderd. (iii) Licenses will be granted, if 110 desired, for aD exteoded 
period of three year~ on a compounded fee subject to the existing conditions reg,udiog the' 
report of loss and trallsfer of the W'lapon, and Buhject further to the pro\' iso that the local 
authorities shall have the right t o enfJllire whethor the weapoll f or which a license hall been 
granted is still in the possfl8~iolJ of the lIcense·hulder. (iv) Special in~tructillDS will be iHBued 
to afford faCJlitieH to agriculturi~ts to obtain licenses for the pr(}tection of crops or cattle and to 
8eCure that they are not withheld without goud cllu~e. (11' Liccuses, other than those for the 
protection of crops or cattle when is~tl Ad at the lictluse-holder'ij place of permanent resilience 
will be valiri throughout Briti~h In ,lia, except 13urlll<1, Assatn and the North· West Frontier 
Province, subject to /lny restrictions that may be necessary in regud t,) any particular province. 
Ivi, Licenses will not onl.1' he i~Auod hy J)1~trict Magistrates llllt alKo hy Buch Sub UivisioDal 
officers as the local Govorumollt lIIf1y wpeci.llly empower ill bhis behalf Fur the purpot<61 of 
enquiry preliminary to the issue of a hcen~e, other agencies will, \vhere posiil>le, be employell 
in addition to or ill lIubstitution for the police. 

The necessa.ry modifica.tion of the rules and schedules in order to gi"e 
effect to these decisions is nolV being uudertaken, bllt ill order to give PeNOD!, 

who are exempted at present but will not be exempted in future, time to adjust 
thf'mselves to t.he new ('ondiLiolls, the chang-es. in the list of exempted periODs 
and the enMancement or jim will not take effect unli! 1st JanultI.ry 19l10. 

DIlHT SCHEIJULJI: OP EXEMPrItD Pn.soNs. 

The persons or clas5es of ppl'sons specified 'Or de~cribed in the first oolumn 
of the subjoined table are exempted, in respect of the arms and ammnuition 
described in the second column, when carried or posRelised (save where otherwise 
expressly stated I for their own personal use, from slIch pl'ohibitions and directioa. 
contained ill the Act as are indicated in the fflul'th column, Buhject to the 
provisos and restrictiolls entered in the third column, and to the Furt.her cf)nilitioB 
that the C"O\'ernment of India or the local Governmf'llts within their respective 
jUl'isdictions, may I'equil'e the registration of rifles, revolvers, pilJt-ula IoIld 
ammunition for the-sa.me. 

"",~~" cl_. of ".~O".. I"m. ,,' =m"";""".I ..... ;.~ ~,d ~"riotlo"'. 
-(-l~Tbe Vicrl'OY Ilnd Governor' ! All o~oe"t- I 
Goueral of lud,,<. tbe Comman,ler· I (a) Cannoll. 
in·Chie f in Judla, the Governor. , lb ) ArtlClo' do.igned 
of Madr ... , Bomb"y a.nd B~lIgal , I for torpedo service. 
the Lieutena.nt Governor. of tU A (r War ro~kets . 
United Pr .vinces of Agr .. and (d l "dies ot '30l or 
Oudh , the Punj .. b, Bllrma. .. lid '450 bore other than 
Bib .. r and Oriaija, tbo CUlef Com· I tt8es of auch horeB 
miasioner. of the Central Pro· la.wfully imuorted 
vincee, Aasa.m Ilnd Delhi, memo into Brit eh IndIa, 
bera of tho executive Couu~119 of a ,'d a.mmuuition 
the Governor·Gollfr"l, Governor8 wh,. h ('an be fired 
"nd Liellten1L~ t·Goverllors, • FIrRt ftorn tbe "amo. 
el&8. Resident., Vllief JU"tiO~8 (e) Machinory for the I 

and Plli.ne Judjfes of High manufo.cture of arms i 
Courts. Ju<Jg"s of I hief Courts or a.mmullltlOn. 

the silencing of fire · 
arms . 

ProhibitiolUl 
and 

direoLjolUl, 

ThOle OOIt· 
tamod in 8110· 

tioDB 13 to 16. 

and JutllClal and AdditIOnal (j) Applianco. tho I 
Judloial Commissioners objeot "l wbi"b i" 1 

. -----------'-------...!...---------'-~--
-(I) Hyderabad. 

(2) MY8ore. ca, .c-ual InN. 

(4) Rajput .. na & Aimer·Merwe.ra. ('fbi. omit. the Political ReeideBt 
(5) Baluchl.te.n. in the i'Brian Gulf, who ja ~ 
(6, North.West Froatier Province, side llIdia.) 
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PersonR or elaHscs of perBon8. 

12, (a) Every Ruling Prince or I 
Chief. 

(b) Sucb members of the families 
of Ruling Princes or Chleh 
and luch nobleR, officialo, or acrre· 
dited allenta of a IOtu.te in Indio. 
as may be designated by the 
looal Government or Political 
()ft!cer concorned, on tho oe.,a.ion 
of hie or thelr cnterinll" pBssing 
through, or residing 1Il Britlsh 
India with his or their retinues 
to Buch numbers as may in each 
eaM bc agreed to, by tho Political 
Officer concerned, under tho 
eperio.l or general orders 01-

(i) The (;ievernmont of Indio.. 
(ii) The loco.l Government. m 

l'eSpeflt of Ruling Princes or 
Chiefs .vhOBe politIcal relatIOn" 
are with thoBe Governments, I 
reapuctively. 

(3\ Evory Maharaja., Raja or I 
Nawl\b whose title 1111.8 been con· I 

forred or recognized by Govern· II 

ment Rnd every Peer, Bo.ronet. 
Knight BBchelor Bnd Knight of 
any Order eAta.bli.hed by tbo 
Orown. 

(") Every Consnl and Consular 
Al!eDt. 

(5) Every person of Coorg rae~. 
and every Jnmmu. ttlnure holder 
in Ooorg, who, by hi~ tennre, i. 
liahle to perform military or 
police dutie •. 

(6) The following persons and 
their rotainOlS Damply :-

(tt) The ancient Zamindars "lid 
Polig.u" of the Madras Pro· 
sidunoy ; every Malikhautt 
hohler in the Malllbo.r district . 
the Prince of Ar~ot and M. R 
By. A. L. A. R. k. M. 
Arunachalam Oh~ttiar Avargal. 
Za.mindllr of De\'akottai m tbe 
Ra.mnad district ond Mabr.nt. 
of 'l'irupati in the North Arcot I 
district of tho ltbdras Pre· 
Rid~llC:V. 

(h) 'fhe first CJI\88 SIlrdars of tho 
DACC,.n and !5ul'lthorn Mllratha 
Country States, tbe first elass 
Sardars of Guiarat and Aucb 
members of tho 'rair-ur family 
and J agird,.rs and Za.mindllrs 
in Sind as tbe Government of 
Bombay may designate. 

(e) Tbe great Zamindars of 
Bengal, B,har and Orissa and 
of Assam. 

(d) The great Sardars and 
Jagirdars of tbe Punjab. 

SORBO li LB - (CO/ltd.) 

Anll" ahd amnlunit.ull. 

Ditt<. 

Ditto 

)-'rohibitione. 
Pr"yie"s and restrictiolls. and 

directions. 
I 

I - ' - - .. - - - - - - - - 1---

I This exemption shall be I Those oon· 
subject to such conditio\l ta.ined in sec· 
{it any\ as may be pre· tlOns 13 to 16. 
scribed by tho local Gov· 
ernment or the Polit.cal I 
Officer. as the caso may 
be, and may, where neue ... 1\ 

aa.ry, be of 0. genera.l 
no.ture dispensing with th •• 
necessity of a. fresb order 

I on ellch occasion. I 

I 

I The arlllS or alllmUllition I 

I 
carried or pOB.eBBed by I 
any p"rson l'erein oxempt· 
ed eho.lI be of sllch deecrip. 
tiolls only and shall not 

I 
cx~oed such qlH\ntltieB, if 
a.ny, RB-

I (a) the Govornment of 

I 
India, or (b) a 10riLl 
Government In, respect 
of the territorIes ad· 

I 
mini,terod by it or 
subject to it~ control, 

may declare to be reason· 

I 
able for him to carry or 
pOb'O"., 

Illt'.o. 

... I 'l'his exemption shall bo 

I 
subject to-

Ditto. Ditto 

(a) tho orders of tbe local 
Government regarding I the persons to be in· 

I 
cluJed in t bis category. 
tho Dumber ot rett.inen 
and the qusntlty and 
description of arm. and 
Ilmmullition to be lier· 
mltted ill each caBO, 
tho purpoReB for which 
such arms m"y be I 
carried. and (b) the 
maintenanco of II. regis. 
ter showing the nnmber I 
and de.eMption only of 
the retain~r 's weapona 
oxempted .. 
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SCHltDULK-(C01t1rl.) 

Frohibitions 
Persons or olasses of l'onons. Arms and ammunition. Provisos and restrictiolll. u.nd 

direotions. 

- -- ------------- ----- ------~ ---r--
(e) Sbq.n Sawbwq.s q.nd other I 

Chiefs in Durma. 
(!) (i) The Z .. mllldars of the I 

scheduled districts of t.he, 
OontrlLI Provincos. 

(ii) The Dewan •. f Seoni. 
(iii) Tho Bhuskute of Tiwarni 

and Bnrhanpur. 
(il') 'lho senior ropresenlativo 

of the flLmily of the Rao Lf 
Sangor, and 

(t') The head of th.. jnnior 
branch of th- Buon.la fallJily, 
known as tbe Kuar :Sabib. 

(9) wao UdtLihir ~ingh of Go. 
p .. lpura, Jalaun, in the United I 
ProvInces. 

(7) Any of tho nndermentioned 
penons, not 'ucing members of 
trans·bord"r tribes ,-

(ttl ony Bnloeh belonging to Rny 
organized tum"n while within 
tho limits of tho Dora Ghazi 
Khan district of 1 ho Punjab; 

(b, armod guards n("'oml'anying 
sheop, ~oat", UMSOS n.ntI cuttle 
undor the provision. of the 
Frontier Grazing i<egulatioll, 
1874 (I of 1~74) ; or 

(r) villugers r~"iding in-
(i) the North.West Frontier I 

ProvincEf, or J 

(ii) the lJ"ra Ghazi Khan dis· 
trict or the Isnkhol 'fuhsil 
of tho Mianwnli diRtriet of 
the Punjab. 

(8) AllY of the person. dcs· 
oribed in sub·heud. (b) alld (c) (i) 
of entry (7). 

Allnrms ercopt rifl~s.1 
pi"tol., revolve,s and 
daj.:'gors. I 

All arms and ammuni· 
tion except rifles. pis" 
t"ls, revolvers and dufj" 
gerB and rifle, pistol, 
"nd revolvor ammuni. 

i 

I tion. 

(9) Ever.J'o officer holding a com· 
mission from His Majesty tho 
King·Emperor (whetber in StRff, 
Departmental or Refj'impntal em· 
ploy, or of the Indian Lalit! 
Forces, every perflJn who has 
been registered nnd". tho Regis· 
tration Ordinance, 1917, and evory 
warrant officer or S talf Sergeant 
of tl.e British Unit of the Army 
(including a ~toJf Sergean~ or 
wurrant officer who is an in· 
structor of an Indian DeC enoe 
Foroe Corps. 

Sin"le bnrrel rifle. of 
'303 hore relJuireci for 
match·shooting pur· 
1-,,"e •. 

I 

I 

I ThOMe onn. 
I tainod in 8eO' 
I hon 13. 

When pUNuing raiders or I 
mombers of trans·border 
tribe" or Baloehi. wtJo I 

have committed or at· 
tempter! to commit any 
olfOllce in .bt1ti.h India. 

1. Only one such rifle at 
a tim~ obn.11 he imported 
or 11 <od by allY porson I 
horehy cxempted. , 

2. The rifle shan be I 

eifj'hted to a range of ovor 
I,UOO yards. 

3. The rifle shall, in the 
caso of regimontal officers, 
warrant officer., non·com· 
missioned officer., and por· 
sons appoin ted to corps of 
the Indi.m Defence Force 
become part of the equip· 
ment of tho corps to which 
the owner for the time 
being b~long8. 

Ditto. 

All. 
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SOB EDuu:-{Concl d.) 

Pcreon~ or classes of perlone. Anna and u.mmuni~on ) Ptu.isol and re.trictio1l8. 

I I 

P~obibltiou. 
and. 

direetion~. 

--- - - --1- ------- - ,------

I 1. Tlle 0\\ ncr .. hall at tho I 
tIme of ImJ>Ortation, pr,}· 

E IlJ)Jl,,'wlov":-1he term" COlli' 
mie.lon" 88 used in this ol .. use 
docs not includu a commission 
Ilonferrilll{ hOllorary rank. 

I 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I 
I 

(10) F,t'ery warrant officer. lIOn. ' Such arms , If aJlY, as 
comml@81Oned officer and soldIer I are provided by (jov 
in bis Majesty's ~rll1Y who is ill ornmeJlt for 'portmg 
possession of a p&.HII granted and purpORep . 
~i!fDed hy his Commanding 
Officer. 

NO'l'lIl.·-Warrant officer •• non· 
commissioned officors and sol· 
diers. British or Indmu. lnllRt 
take out liaena8e for any priv .. te 
arma, hut 80 long as they &re in 
aervice, they will not be charged 
fees for Buch HeeDlee. 

I du. c a certlficato froQl tbe 
., COIllmandlllg Ulhoer of the 

COl'I'A , Hentor officer or 
H<>Ood of DeplLrtm'lllt to 
winch ho belongs, to the 
"ftert tbat III tbe case of 
ruglmontal officers, WarTa.r,1 
officerlJ , llon·commi"8JOnUO 
officers, a.ud )JorsonR ap
pomtod to Corps of tho 
lndllLll Deten('e }I'orce, thc 
we,'pon WIll 110 brought on 
to the O(IUlpment Jedl(or of 
!> corpR u.nd m the oa, e 
of Stall and l)opu.rtn.ent.J.i 
uiflOerd WIll be brought on 
to the ~qUlpment Icdl{cr 01 
a Corp" 1'1 the officer's 
('(minland (H ofhcc InVCD· 
tory of , toreR !>no wlll Lo 
accounted tor 1Il th0 same 
mu.nnor as other e(lulp. I 
mont. 

5. l'hu, exemptIOn "bull, in I 
tho CIlKe 01 pereon. 0.1" 
pOinted to u CorVll of the f 
IndllLU lJefenro Force, 
ceMe to have eJlr<'t on re· 
moval vf tbe o,'Aler from 
the 101'cc: plOVH]od that 
If he depart. trom Il1(l1a 
llnmcdlately aft"r 00 bem!!, I 
Icmoved, lip 1Ilt1,y t ake the 
we.'poll wltb 111m I 

6 Any per Ron horchy ex
empted mu.y dispose of hie 
r!flo to anotber person eo 
exempted, prOVIded that 
the nfl " bocome" part t>t 
til e equipment of the ~orp~ 
to whIch the latter bolongs 
and IS accormted for &61 
Buch. I 

Tl". excUlpil'ln shall 
LLpply only in respect of 
woapons and ammunition 
dltered in th~ pass and to 
the areas anJ for the datep 
specified in tho pailS. 

'fbose (lon. 
t .. ined in 8oe. 
tlOns 13 to 111· 
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INDUN Ani:! RULES COMMtTTKB'S Report dated Simla 

Introduotory.-A resolution WILS moved in the Assembly on the 8th 
of February 1922 by Baba U jagar Singh Bedi, 10 the effeot that :10 Committee 
with a. non· official majority should be appointed by the Governor· General in 
Council to enmine the new Arms Hllles, 1920, and to submit IL repol·t before 
the next session making specifio recommendations with a view further to amend 
them. The Resolution W$S ('sl'ried and was accepted by the Governor-General 
in Counril subject to adherence to the principles, (I), that there should be no 
racia.l discriminations in the rules, and (2), that the Government must retain the 
powel' to imp )se restl'lclions to prevent arms and part iClllarly firearm!! from falling 
into the possession of lawless or dangerous persolls. In accordanc.l with the in
structions contained in Resolution No. F.-57 -1-Police, dated the 1st June 1922, we 
have examined the Arms Itnles, 1920, and submit 0111' recommendations to the 
Governme\it of India for I'l1ch action as thcy think desimbl ... 

2. Our conclusions have been reached after an exhau!;ti ve exa.mination 
of the views of local Governments, the recommendatiolls of the Committee 
appointed in 1919, to advise as to the pl'iu('iples 011 whi<.:h the rules should 
be framed, and a lari!e number of memoranda submittcd to us by various 
members of the public, ma.IlY of wbich were sent iu response to a general 
iu vitation issued by the Government of 1 ndia to those iuterestpd in thE:' subject 
under discuijsion to communicate their views to Governmeut for the information 
of. the Committee. We have exa.mined orally 13 official and 16 non-official 
witnesses including representatives of the army and the trade, whose evidence was 
taken in public of whi<.:h milch has already appeared in the columns of the press. 
We commenced <?Ilr sessions ill the month of July and spent ten days ill 
recording evidcncE:'. 'Ve were unable to conclmle our work then and for 
unavoidable reasons were com pelled to pm,t pone our deliberations until the 
Septembel' Session of the Legi~latllr('. FOI' this reason there has been some 
delay in the submission of our report. 

Exemptions.-We propose to dcal fhst WIth the qlle~tioll of the reten
tion, extension, or contracLion of the list of exemptions. 'l'heil' tofal abolition 
has been advocated generally as a coun~el of perfection, and the majority 
of the Oommittee would prefer this cOllrse if it were practicable. Local 
Governments, however. are of opinion tbat at this stage the entire abolition 
of exemptions would create grave dissatisfaction amongst the classes hitherto 
exempted and would be ulIwi"e and inexpedient. WIth this conclusion the 
majority of the Committee are in agreement. A large number of non-official 
Indians both in their oral t'vidence and in their written memoranda maintain 
that the Schedule of Exemptions should be enlarged. After calefu] consideration 
of the views put befole us and after examiuing' in detail the entries in Schedule 
It we a.re of opinion that the existing list of exemptions contained in tbat 
Schedule is imperfect in some respects and we make the following recommenda
tiuns regarding it : -

Under entry 1 (a) we would include Minister's and Members of the 
Imperia.l Legisl!lture during their terms of office and Privy Councillors. 
The Committee by &. majority do not recomm(>fld a similar concession to 
)lembe" of the l'rovilJ.eial :Legislatures. 
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In regard to entr, 6 (d), 6 (I), (i, and 6 (9) we doubt whether the 
terms Great Sardars or Zamindars are sufficiently precise aud we do not know 
what interpretation is placpd upon them by the local Governments conct:med, 
namely the Punjab, the U niled Provinces alld rhe Central Provinces. We 
therefore recommend that enquiries !lhould be madl' fl·om these local Governments 
whether they maintain lists of these categories, whom they include, and whether 
they are sufficiently elastic. 1 t has been represented to UII that in some cases 
gentlemen who are in fact big Zamindars are excluded because they are not OR 

the provincial Durbar Li~t. If this is so, we think that it is au undesird.ble res
triction. We al·e further of opinion that due regard sbould also be paid to 
lineage and family position and the lists revised accordingly. If such ]1I.ts of 
exemptions under this entry are not maintained we recommenJ that they 
shonld be prppared after the terms in question have been more precisely defined. 
We append a note by our coJleague, Baba Ujagar Singh Bedi, making certain 
su~gestions in this connection which we tluuk may sUItably be placed before the 
local Governments concerned for consideration. 

Entry No.7-We are impressed with the evidence of Khan Bahadur 
Mtrhammad Saifullah Khan, Khan of Isa Khel, who explained that the proviso 
in Column 3 rendered this prlvilpge to a lalge extent ineffective and we 
acco\'dingly recommend the removal of the provi~o. We are al",o of opinion 
that the Bame priVilege should be extended to the districts of Campbell pur, 
Rawalpindi and any other district~ ad})lning the Nortl!· West Frontier Province 
which are exposed to raids and dacoitles, unless the local Government t,ake 
exception to this course. 

1iJlltrie& 11, 11 (a) alia 11 (h).-We consider that it is unnecessary to 
retain these exemptions in the adual Schedule of Exemptions. These Items 
were included with a view to protecting- what may be termed' the vested rights 
of the c1a~ses named, on the 1st of January 1920, Rnd we al·~ of opinion that 
these rights should continue to be protected. We therefore lecommend that all 
the preilent exemp(eell in tIle entl ies II, 1 J (a) and J I (6) should be gl·an ted a 
life license conferring (111 them the same priVileges in respect of arms exempted 
from hcense and fee which they now possess. The majority of the Committee 
do not rel,mmmcnd that this privilege should be extended to title-holders who 
received titles after the lst January 1920. 

Entry 13.- We recommend that an addition should be made to provide 
for the gift, of swords or other al'ms by the Commander-in-Chief or on his behalf. 
A similar addition shoDld also be made in Schedule II entry 3 /vrtL Our 
?olleague, Baba Ujagar Smgh Bedi, has pointed out that some cOllfusion exults 
In It gard to entry 11 (d) and erltry ] 3. He considers that it should be made 
clear that entry IS relates only to those who wel·e presented with swords and 
arms after ] 9!O. This follows as a matter of course if 0111· recommendatiuns are 
accepted, as enbies I], ]] (a) and 11 (hI will be omitted, and entry 13 Will be 
renumbered. We are cnnteDt to leave this point of drafting to tbe IJpecial officer 
who, we propose, should be appointed for the purpope of redraftmg the rules 

4. We considered the proposal that all stipendiary and honorary magistrate. 
shonld be included in the list of exemplions; but we are of opinion that a 
firearm cannot be regarded as a necessary part of the equipment of a magistrate 
as lIuch and are unable to recommefld this. The ca.se of the police is suffiCIently 
met by the fact that a revolver is. already a part of the equipment of police 
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officers ahove the rank of head constable. While in our view it is reasonable 
that all Government servants who in the opinion of the local' Govel"Dment 
require arms for the adequate discharge of their duty should be exempt from 
thE' payment of fees, we cannot recommend that all Government servants should 
be included in Schedule I among the exempted classes. 

5. In the case of all exemptees we conl'ider it of the highest importance 
that they should rf'gister all the arms they have in their possession; and we 
recommend that registration should be compulsOI·Y. In regard to tlle limit 
imposed by certain local Governmcnts on the number of arms which may be 
possessed we have no evidence that such restrictions are irksome and indeed 
from the rules we have seen we are convinced that the scale allowed is generous. 
We therefore recommend no interference with the rest rICtions at present imposed 
by local Governments on the number and kind of arms which can be possessed 
by exempted persons. It follows that we do not recommend a fixed scale whieh 
shall be ul\iform throu~hout India. Oonditions vary in different provinces and 
under the rules framed by the various local Governments exemptees can carry 
as many wea.pons as they reasonably require for purpose of protection or other 
legitimate purposes. 

6. A proposal has been put before us that the power of cancelling in
dividual exemptions "hould be given to local Governments. We consider that 
the existing rules by which this power is vested in the Governor-General in 
Council should remain. 

7. Our colleagues Mr. Bajpai, Mr. Reddi and Mr. Faiyaz Khan favour 
the adoption of a. system by which licenses should be issued without restriction 
to all applicants on payment of the prescribed fee save in the case of undesirable 
persoDs specified in a list kept for the purpose. This proposal, however, does not 
commend itself to tbe majority of tll<' Committee, who regard it as entirely 
outside the scope of practical politics. It is not only exposed to the objPctions 
we have urged to the total abolition of exemptions, but is open to the serious 
criticism that a suitable or proper c1assifica.tion of undeliiraLle persons would b~ 
impossible. 

8. Entitled Class.-W e next come to the entitled class. The 
evidence on the question whether licenses are often withheld from those who 
belong to this claRS is divided, but we would recommend removal of restrictions 
in two directions. In our views eligibility to be included in the entItled class 
should be considerably extended, and the existing procedure in the matter of 
enquiry is susceptible of material relaxation.- As to the eligibility was recommend 
that the payment of Rs. 500 land-revenue, Rs. ] 00 in roads and public work 
neeses, any payment of income-tax and, in the case of a Government servant, 
reeeipt of a. pay of Rs. 100 a month and over Fhol1ld Le sufficient qualification. 
In the case of the Punjab, Madras and the Central Provinces we suggest that 
enquiry should he made 'phether the limit of land-revenue should not be Rs. 250 
instead of Hs. 500. ]'urther the heads of Joint Hindu families should be 
included in this class, and the adult brothers and sons of entitled persons living 
jointly with them should be similarly rei?arded as belonging to it. As to the 
relaxation of the procedure of enquiry we think that lists of entitled persons 
should be maintained and tbat any member of the entitled class applying for a 
license should be granted one immediately without enquiry unless the District 
Magistrate bas some definite reason to thin~ that the applicant is an unfit 

~ 



10 ARMS RULES COMMITTEE'S REPORT • 

. person, in wJ1ich case be may for reasons to be recorded in writinjl, refuse tbe 
grant of a liceuse or cause enquiry to be made: in cases of refullal we would 
recognize a rigbt of r('vision by tbe Commissioner or some officer of equal Iltatus 
nominated in this behalf by the local Goverrunent. In the existing rules no 
mention is made of the entitled class, the principles regarding it ~eing contained 
in a Resolution of the Government of India No. 212o-C.-Police, dolted tbe 21st 
Ma.rch 1919. We are of opinion that it would be more satisfactory to the 
general public if the provisions regarding tbe entitled class witb the modificaticns 
we suggest were embodied in the rules and we strongly recommend that this 
should be done. 

9. Licenses.-W e have given careful consideration to the various 
questions which arise in connection with the grant of licenses, espeeiaIJ)" licenses 
for the possession of arms. Complaints have heen made to us regarding the 
administration, in practice, of the Rules, especially as regards the delays in 
dealing with applications, the irksome nature of the enquiries sometimes insti
tuted, the difficulty of securing renewal of licenses already granted, and the 
difference in the restrictions imposed hy the various local Govemments. I nJeed 
we are constrained to place it on record that in our opinion the vigorous criticism 
which has been directed against the Arms Rules in some quarters is due not so 
much to inherent defects in the rules themselves as to the method in which they 
have beeD put into practice. We have therefore given our particular attention 
to methods of improvlDg the executive macbinery. 

10. Enquiry.-We have referred above to the unnecessary inc!)n. 
venience caused in some respects to would- be license-holders by reason of the 
delay in i!lsuing' licenses. We recognise that this delay is frequently caused by 
the necessity for making enquiries about the fitness of a pen'on to pos~ess a 
weapon, and while we do not I ecommend that enquiry can be dispensed with in 
every case, we believe that the present practice by which enquiries are almost 
entirely carried out by the police is open to objection by the public and should 
as far as possible be abandoned. We suggest that in any case in wllich a 
previOlls enquiry is nece~sary, particularly in casell of entitled persons. the District 
Magistrate should make it. if possible, by any agenCy, official or non.official, he may 
choose other than the police, and whenever possible through a Magistrate. In any 
case in which it, is found necessary to have an enquiry made through the agency 
of a police officer we are strongly of opinion that a license should not be refused 
merely on the strength of the report of such an officer alone but that the District 
Magistrate should order a magisterial enquiry also before coming to a final 
decision. 

11. Limitation of Number of Lioenses,-In some provinces we 
have founJ that the custom obtains of lImitiug the number of licenses issued. 
We have eveu fonnd that the practice of individual District Magistrates in the 
same province varies. Any arbitrary limitation of the number of licenses issued 
in & district or province may clearly lead to the refusal of a license to a fit and 
proper person and we can see no justification for the adoption. save in exceptional 
circumstances, of this praetice. In our view the normal practice should be thll.t 
no limit should be placed on the number of licenses which may be issued in any 
district or province. We recognise, however, that circumstances may arise in 
which It rapid increase in the number of arms in a particular area may be fraught 
with danger and we think it advisable tha.t local Governments should have dis
oretionary power, without being compelled to resort to the e~treQle mllaeurll of 
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disarming, to limit the numbe~ of arms in a.ny area or district if there is realOD 
to apprehend serious da.nger from the free grant of licenses and if sucb restrictioD 
is necessary for the maintenance of the public tranquillity. 

12. Revision and Prosecution.-We would recognise a right of 
revIsion in the case of refusal to g-rant a license, but we would not disturb the 
exiFiting rule which requires the sanction of the District Magistrate to a prosecution. 

13. Duration of Lioense.-The period covered by the license varies 
in different provinces, but we recommend that it should now be the calendar 
year. The scale of fees is discllssed in paragraph 21 below. Persons should be 
allowed as at present to take licenses for three yeal's on payment of a com position 
fee. We gather this rule is not widely known at present, and we thin k it would 
be desirable that the necessary steps should bc taken to ensure its publicity. 

14 Temporary Licenses.-In some quarters the criticism has been 
made that persons desil'olls of purchasing a weapon are put to inconvenience 
because they cannot pr(ltltlCe the weapon when applying for the license necessary 
for its possession, and it \V~S therefore recommended that a temporary license 
should be given to cover such purehllse pending the I!rant of a license for posses
sion. We do not agree with this, awl in our view a permanent license should be 
issued at the time the applicant applies for a lieen~e and the number and description 
of the weapons purchased should be filled in by the fil'ms from -whom the purchase 
is made and communicated by them to the District Magistra.tes concel'ned. In 
this matter a uniform practice should be adopted thl"Oughout India. 

15. Lioenses for Persons arriving by Sea.-Another instllrnce 
in which the present system has been shown to operate to the inconvenience of 
the license-holders or would-be license·holders is that of persons arriving at Bombay, 
Madras or Calcutta, etc., by sea, who are not in possession of licenses and al'e 
therefure C'lmpelled· to deposit their weapons with their agents or in the Oustoms 
HOllse until a regular license can be oLtained. We therefore recommend that 
customs and polic-e officerfl should l,e permitted to issue a temporary license for 
fourteen days on payment of the full fee, a receilJt heing given to the licensee. 
On receipt of the proper license from the authority empuwered to issue the Bame 
no further fee should be payable. 

16. Loss of Weapons.-We attach some importance to the stricter 
enforcement of condition 7 of the conditions under which a license for the posses
sion of arms and ammnnition is granted. It has been suggested to us that the 
procedure in the case of failure to report·the loss of firearms should be tightened 
np. But we ale of opinion that the conting-eney is provided fOI' by the conditions 
of the license, and all that is required is its more riqid enforcement. We recom
mend however that the license should also specify the penalty laid down in the 
Act for breache~ of this or any of t he conditions under which the license is granted. 

17. Crop Protection Licenses.-The question of a freer issue of 
crop prott'ctlOn licenses was raised bJ a number of wItnesses. The evidence given 
by official witnesses goes to prove that crop I/rotection licenses are issued freely 
hut in some cases conditi01s are imposed, sllch 8S annual production of evidence 
of the purpose fOl" which the license is required, before renewal is granted. We 
recommend the freer issue of such licenses and particulady on applications by or 
recommendations of landlords who are well acquainted with the local conditions 
and the extent to which damage is done to crops by wild animals. 
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. 18. Form of Lioense.-We have been impressed with the fact tha.t 
lICenses are freq\lently grankd on flimsy paper which quickly pprishes, B.nd we 
recommend the universal adoption of the Calcutta form. There the license is 
printetl. on stout paper, and is enclosed in C()Vel'S such as is used in the ca~e of 
passpofts. To the license, a leaflet of instruction~, in the vernacular of the province 
or in Englillh at the option of the licen<!ce, shouid be annexed. These instructions 
should indicate the procedlll'e laid down for the renewal of the liel'nse and the 
restrictions to which t.he licensee is subject. In this matter we plead for UIIJ

{ormity throughout India. It has been suggested that the all India, the provincial, 
and the district license form should bear dislinctive marks, and a difi'ert'llt 
colour for each has been proposed. We do not regard this suggestion as of vital 
importance, but pass it on to the Government of India for consideratton. 

19, . SiDgle License.-A single license form should be ulled for all the 
weapons licensed and not a separate license for each arm. We have fuund 
diversity of practice in the different provinces in this respect and we recommend 
that there should be uniformity. 

20. Renewal of Licenses. As regards the renewal of licf'n~eo we 
are of opinion that the existing procedure is su~cephble of improvement. We see 
no realon why, when a hcen~e has once been issued, it should be necessary for a 
District Magistrate to sanction renewal. The licensee may haqe changed his 
district or he may live in an inaccessible locality. Th.e inconvenience then caused 
is considerable and easil V aVOidable. We therefore recom mend that licenses EohouJd 
be renewed by any Magistrate or any Sub-DiVIsional Magistrate in the distrIct in 
which the licensee is residing or in any other district in which he is known. In 
the case of a renewal of a license in a district other than that in which the license 
was originally issued we recommend that the original license should be renewed 
and the authority which issued the original license supplied with information of 
renewal. The production of firearms should not in our opiftion be a preceden· 
condition to the renewal of a license. 

21. Fees.-In regard to the scale of fees we find that there are indications 
that the present fees are regarded as too high (except for a provincial lIcense in 
the North-West FlOntier Province) especially in the case of breech-loading guns. 
We recommend the following scale in all provinces except fo1' provincial or district 
licenses in the North~West Frontier Pl'ovince and posslbly frontier districts of the 
Punjab) :-

Initial Fee -Revolver Rs. 10;. Rifle Rs. 5; Breech·Loading Gun and 
'22. bore Rifle Rs 3; Muzzle Loading Gun or Air Gun requiring a licelll!'e, annas 
12 j the enhancement of thp fee from annas 8 to annas it bemg intended to meet 
the cost of the improved and more expensivp. fOl'm of liccnse. The fees on renewal 
should be reduced and we recommend that they should be respectively Rs. 5, 
2-8.0, 1-8-0 atld annas 8 i bllt if renewal applications are not made within a month 
after the expil'Y of the period covered by the hcense we recommend that it should 
be open to tbe District Ma.gistrate ill lieu of prosecution to levy the initial fee 
in full. No reduction of:fee on account of composition is required. 

Payment of fees should be by non-judicial stamp and applicants should be 
allowed to send their applications for licenses or,renewal of licenses by post. 

Exemption from Fees.-As stated earlier in our report all Government 
. eervantll who are) in the opinion of their local Government, required to possess 
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arms for the adequate discharge of their duty, and all members of the Auxiliary 
and Territorial. Forces, should be permitted to possess two arms without pa.yment 
of fees. Exemptees phould as at present pa.y no fees and those who will, if our 
recommendat'ions are a.ccepted, receive a life license should similady pay no fees 
for the arms which they are entitled to possess. We considet· that the q1lestion 
of the extended issue of firearms free of fee in the North -W e~t Pl'Ovince and 
Frontier districts should be c<lrefully examined by the local authorities and we 
strongly recommend that, subject to such enquiries, action on these lines should 
be taken. We sympathise with the view of the arms dealers that the existence 
of a separate fee for a license for Import into India auit' tran!<port to destination 
is a distinct hardship, and in our opinion therc should be a single fee only. 

22. Restriotion on limit of posseSSion of AmmunUion.
Uud~ the rules no limits are placed on the amount of ammunition which mILy 
be pdaeRsed i but local Government~ have themselves imposed limitations, From 
the evidenfe before us we consider that these restrictions are in some cases 

--ilnnecessary and calculated if) inconvenience the bOlla:/ide sportHman, A uniform 
procedure in this l'espect is desirabl"! throll~hol1t India and we a.ccording-Iy recommend 
that no limi( of ammunition should be tix:ed in the case of shot guns 01' '22 bore or 
target rifles. In the ca"e of revolvers we reflommend a limit of lOO rounds and 
in the case of rifles a limit of :WO rounds per rifle, Any pel'son who can prove 
that he needs more than 100 ruunds for a revolver or 200 rounds fOl' a rifle should 
be given a. license for a lar!{er number, At the time of the purchase of revolver 
and rifle ammunition the license should. ill our judgment, be produced. We are 
also of opinion that, measures should be taken to facilitate -the export of arms and 
ammunition to persons residing in feudatory states, 

23. All-India Lioenses and more expeditious prooedure . ....: 
Wc havA discussed i~ some detail qllestions atfecting the i8suc of lICenses because 
we feel that the public have legitimate grievances, and we believe that improve
ments can be effected for theil' benefit, without in any way impairing the efficiency 
of the Arms Act administration, 'V{ e de~ire now to make two proposals which We 
think may have matel'ial effef't in allaying whatever dlsRatisfacti"n may remain. 
In the first place, we reeommend that, the issue of all-India licenses sh"'llid be as 
unrestricted as possible and should be generally encouraged, and that· certainly 
every m~mher of the entitleu class to whom a license is Ullt. refusell should get a.n 
a.1I-I ndia license if he del'ires it, Furt~er, we see no suflicien L reason why Assam 
and BUI'ma should be excluded from the all-India licell>;c and would recommend 
their inclusion. In this conuf'ction we also recommeud with reference to entry 
No, I in Schednlc Il t,hat enquiry should be made from the Punjab, Burma, 
NOI,th- West Frontier Province and Delhi whether thl' retention of these pr11villces 
in column I is really reqllirt:'d, and whether the powel' given in column 3 is not 
sufficient to meet all reasonaLle requiremcntR. Secondly, we strongly advocaw 
greater expedition in dealing with applicatious f01' licenses and l'enewal~. We 
have dwelt already on tlw possible inconvenience caused to the public, 'Vith the 
ohject of remedying the existing state of affairs it has been propo~ed that in each 
district a special depar~ment 01' a local advisory board should be established to 
deal exclusively with matters connected with the administration of the Arrl1s Act. 
We are not in fa.vour of the establishment of such a department or boal'd, as the 
result would probably be even greater delay than at present, but we recommend 
that local Governments should be asked to issue instructions to district officers 
that they should appoint additional staff when necessary to dea.l expeditiously 
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with applicatioQs for lioenses and renli!wal when applications are received in such 
numbers tbat the District Magistrate is not able to deal with them promptly 
with his ordinary staff. 

I 

24. Points of deta.il.-We now CGmc to a number of miscellaneous 
points of detail and we propose merely 10 give II> \ftief record of our 'Jonclusions. 

25. Restriotions on RevolveF8.-It has been BUg'g-ested by the 
military authorities t.hat the restl'ietlons on the possession nf revo\vprs sbould he 
tightened up. We recog'U1sP that the unrestricted possession of revolvers might 
be a menace to the pnblic tranqndlity; nevertheless, we do not recommend any 
tightening up of the exit;ting restrictions which seem to be adequate. At any 
I'ate they have not been shown to have failed The existing restrICtions should, 
however, remain. 

26. Revolvers of '303 and '450 bore.-En<]uiry has bpen C made 
whether the Impol·t into India of '308 bore revolvers should be prohibited. 
The military authorities see no n('ces~ity f01' the prohibition and We do not 
recommend it. There are, howf>vcl', !,('ood rpason~ why the import of '4.5:) 
bore revolvers which take service ammllnition should he prohibited, and we 
l'ecommend that such prohibition should be included in the rules. 

~7. Rifles of prohibited bore -In regard 10 rifles of prvhibited 
bore, we recommend thaL no prlllllbltwlI i" neces"at'Y in the case of thosl~ rifles 
for which service ammnll1tll)U CJ-Ollot be tlspd and the ammunilinn of which cannot 
be used for servICe rifles, but we make tIm recommendatinn subject to any objec
tions which the military authorities may wish to place before the Government of 
India. 

28. Import of Arms through Post.-It hl~ bel'n sug-gesL~J 
that the import of arms "lltlllld be perm I t ted through the post office, but we 
thiuk any g-eneral I'tlle "tll·h a~ thl~ woulll be dangcroll~, and accordingly we are 
opposed to the adoption of this plactlCe. 

29. Retainers -The rules reg-arding- retainers have been representeu 
as inadt'q'late, but no SPI'Clfic instances of harll'lhlp have been brought to our 
notice, and we are of opinlOu that 110 cha.nge is rl'qulIed. 

~o -Carrying of arms on journeys by female members 
of lioensee's fa.mily.-A pro(JIl"<l.1 Was made to us that licenses granted to 
the head of a famIly should be hdd to cover the carrying of arms by dependent 
members of the family, particularly 1ll the case of adult female merobers 
travelling alone. Weare of opinion that the accpptance of thi!o1 pl'i'lciple in 
SItch general terms might lw dangerous. \Ve thltlk, however, that there is milch 
to be aaid for the wife of a hcellsee being permitted to carry a weapon for 
pllrpo",es of protectIOn on a railway joul'l1ey, and we recommend that to this 
extent the proposal should be accepted. 

31. Sa.le by Agents -We ag'l'ee that the practice hitherto folloWE-<:l 
by li,~ensed dealers of employing assistants to conduct their business in their 
tempora.ry absence should continue, and that it is unnece8sary to take further 
steps to legalise it. 

32. Reciprooity with Indian Statel.-As regards reciprocity 
with Indian States, it has bffln proposed that reciprocal arrangements should be 
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made in all matters connected with arms administJ.·ation. We recognise that 
unrestricted reciprocity is clearly impossible. Some States have no Arms Aot 
or Rules, and in others the adm inistration of their rules proceeds on diiftlrent 
lines from those wllich ohtain in British' India. We could not with equanimity 
contemplate a large number of persons from lndian States coming into British 
India in possession of arms ou the grollnd that they are exempted in their State. 
On the other hand our exemptions provide for the exemption in British India. of 
a. number of high officials belonging to Indian States, and we therefore rtcommend 
that the Government of india should endeavour to secure reciprocal arrangements 
with any Sta.te which can ~atisfy the Uoverument of India that they have properly 
administered Arms Rules. 

::13. District Authorities, Karachi.-W e recommended that the 
"ame power he given to the Uommissioner in Sind and the District Magistrate, 
Karachi, in respect of the grant of licenRes for tlll'l export of anns and ammuni· 
tion to ln~ian Stateg \'Y dealer>; in Karachi as are at pre!1ent possessed by parti. 
cular officers named in Schedule VI in respect of arms exported from elsewhere 
in India. 

34. Appointment of a Special Officer to revise the Arms 
Rules.-We have not conRidered a number of te(:hnical points and minor enors 
and omissions in the existing- Unlcs to which reft'rellPI! has bt'en made in the COl-res
pondence or the evidenee we have examined. Our ohject hal'l not beeu so much 
to revise the Arms Rules fr')m the Jloint of view of draftsmanship as to suggest 
improvements whic h will henefit t ht' pnblic. As regards the technical defects of 
draftsmanship we are not qualified to express an opinion, nor is it onr duty to do 
so. We recommend, however, that all offieer might profitably be placed 
on special duty to redraft tlw Rnles, in the light of the rt'eommendatiolls made in 
thi!! report. and thl!t an exrwrt from thl' tradc should be invited to assiRt him. 
J n onr opinion it would enahlp t he ordinary 1 icense-holder to get a grasp of the 
Rules which are of importanct' to him, namely, those relating to the issne and 
renewal of licenses, the fees payable, and the restrietiolls imposed, if these kules 
were issued IU a self contained section. The Rult'H as they stand are very con
fusing and are so comprehensive that the avcrag-e licensee finds it difficult to 
diE'entangle those which COlleet n him from tho~e which are in the nature of teoh· 
nical instructions. 

Leffel' dated 8el'ffllllH'r 20th. tfl2:! -From Iialill lDII[llI1' Sill!!" BN/', M.L.A. 

As Ruggested by the Arms Rule" COI1lI11ittpc til eliclL OpillioIll- oj ('Ntain PrOVil'lCeR on Schedule 
I I'lf the Arms Rules 1920, for whkh tl.e l'unjalJ UOVerliltH Itt haVe al,u heen called upon to submit 
their view regarding clause (d) ~eet IOn 6 of Schednle I; lU whieh connectioll I wa- also asked to 
,uggest some definition which might he ;'''lpful to the Punjab GU\'CrOlllent in their t hi_ effort. 

I may be permitted to suhmit the follLlwinl' f~w ~UI'AcBtions which might be takeu into account 
both by the Punjab Government as well a~ the Government of lnuia, before gIving it a legal shape. 

Although the p.mjab G.)vernment haR defined the Great !-1ardars and .Jagirdars of the Punjab 
as those who are Proviuclal Dllrbaris, yet it seemb to me that there is no well·defined criterion which 
governs thl' creating and selecting of Durbaris. It entirely re~t" with the arbitrary choice and 
recommendation of District Magi"trates. Hence the definition iq not for Great Sardars and Jagirdars. 
There may be certain Provincial Durbaris who may be rc!!:arded as Jreat Sardars and JagirdarF; and 
yet may not be paying 8uch high revenues a~ are plw1 by, or bearing sucb traditional qualifications 
0.8 arB enjoyed by. those with ar", neither Provincial Durbaris nor regarded as Great I'ardars and 
.Tagirdars by the Punjah Government. Therefore it has become imperative that a comprehensive 
definition should be provided for b the Law. Not even to ignore tne idell of the Punjab Government, 
lilt Provincial Durbaris be regarded a~ Great Sardars and JagiIdars. 
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But over and above that, it may be pointe!! out that although the evidenee giveu by the non· 
• official witnesses from the Punjab and also certain other Provmces presRes Rs. 1)00 Q! anuual land 

revenue as a definilion of Great r;lll'dllr8 and Jagirdars, yet to make it more restricted, 1 beg to 
propose that a man whose land is assesHed to land r~venue of Hs. 1,009 ann~al,ly, or .at the mOAt 
Rs. 1,500, or is a Jaglrdar of the same value, and IS also from thE' Punjab Cblef B FamIly, In both 
ca8e8, may also be regarded as a Great Sardar and Jaglrdar withIn the meaning'of th~ clause referre!! 
to above. 

Might I here elucidate the matter: the Punjab Gov"rnment itself has considered the highest 
value of the revenue tax· payer to be Rs. 1,000 as given in the ~,lectoral Rules to qualify a person 
a8 an elector to I,andholders Com,tituency in the Punjab for the Legislative Assembly and that fit 
the hig-hest Bmit in the Punjab. It is, therefore, obvious that such revenue payers in the Punjab 
are very limited in their number. The definition that I have given above lVilI remove the trouble. 
There seems no reason why the persons who come of high familIes of the Punjab Chiefs and are 
Jagfrdars and still pay high reVE'nucs, are excluded from this privilege and merely persons picked 
ttp by the ~weet will of District Magistrates should alone be and are regarded as Great Sardar~ and 
Jagil'dars. 

I presume that I have made the point clear, and that it will invite the attention of the Govern· 
ment : and I may be informed at an ~arly d~te of the decision which may be arrived at by them. 

1 think that in view of the fact tl,qt land-re.enne in the Punjab is very low landlords paying 
Rs. 1,000 per allnnm as land·revenue in the Pnlljab may be exempted. (8tl.) S. P. BAJPAI, M L.A. 

While approving the vii-waf my friend Mr. Bedi, I w'lllld also suggest to define the word or 
expre~sion ' Ancient zaminda," in Madra. I1lso. (!'ld.) M. K. RE DDI, M.L.A. 

I agree with these views for }lunjab. (Sd.) H. A J. GIDNEY. ARUL KASEM. 

For thl' reRAon' pointed out above I am of opinion that in the Epecial circumstances of the 
Punjab landholders ill the PUl'Jab paying nn IInnuul land-revenuE' of Rs. 1,500 who are at the same 
time Punjab Chiefs should be tJxempted. (Sd.) HAIWlIANDRAl. 

Me'nute of di8lC1d by Rai Bahadul" S. P. Bajpai, M.L.A.. Mf'mbel", Arm, R"l~, 
Com1ntftee, dated the 27th Sf'ptember 1922 . 

• 
Paragraph 7.-1 do not ngree with the majority of the Committee that my 

propoFal to issue licl'lIsl's to all applicants on the payment of the prescribed fee 
save ill the case of undesiraLle per~on .. "pecified in a list to Le kept for the pprpose 
is outside the range of practical polities. '1'he policy of the Government of 
India. in regard to the admiuistration of Arms Rules has all along Leen a. subject 
of hostile criticism in the country. It is urged that innumerable restrictions and 
jimilatioJl!! jmp(J~ed on the possession of firearms have led to the ema!!cnlation of 
the Indian manhood. Those of us who were connected with the recruiting work 
during the great war know with what difficulty recruits could be procured for 
combatant strength in the army. The reason is obvious. People in the interior 
who have r.;:::ldom seen a breech-loading gun would hardly agree to become soldiers 
and fight in the trenches. I think it is not impossible to prepare a schedule of 
excluIPions. The Police maintain a register of bad characters, and a list of persons 
cODvicted of heinous offences can be obtained from the office of the District 
Magistrate. Bad characters, persons convicted of heinous offeuces and members 
of criminal tribes may be excluded. I think the time bas now come for the 
Government of India. to take coura.ge in both their ha.nds and adopt my suggestioD, 
wbich 1 believe, will not only disarm criticisms levellrd in season and out of season 
against the Government but also prove a source of considerable strength to the 
British Empire in the hour of need. 

Paragraph 3 entry 1 (a).-1 think it is only fair that the members of the 
Provincial Legislatures should also be exempted. To me it appears an invidious 
distipctiop to exempt members of the Central Legislature apd to deny the S\LmEl 



pri~ to PNviDGial Le,islatora. After loR .. con.werable bod, of both the 
~tQn bl draWil (rom the _me oJ ... of oiti~entt. 1'hi, dl8tinotioot I .. 
tali, wllileacl to eoMiderable bittern.. and beartburnial I stlaU, theref&8. 
reaommend. to the Government of fndia to exempt the membel'll of ProvinoW 
.Le,iaJatnres as welL 

Eotry 6 (g).-(a) In Oudh loll Talaqdars &8 such are exempt. Some Qf 
them pay nominal land revl!!nue, while non-Taluqdar Zamindars to enjoy the 
privilea-e of exemption are required to pay twenty-thousand rupees land revenue. 
1 think, with a view to all8uage feelings which are rnnning veTY high with regard 
to the exemption of Zamindars in tbe Provinces of Agra and Oudb, I abaJl sllggeat 
that an Zamindars who pay Rs 8,000 or over 109 land revenue should be exemptcMl. 
My recommeitdation coincides with the recommendation made by the United 
Provinces Landholders' Conference whioh met at Lucknow in July last. 

(6) Heads of Joint Hindu families who pay .as 3,000 or upwards as land 
revenue ilhou1d also be exempted and the adult male members on the analogy of 
the entitled clasll be oonsidered ... belonging to it. 

Entry II, 11 (a) and Il (6).-1 do not agree with thA majority of the 
Committee in their recommendations to' grant a life license to exemptees falling 
under tbese categories. I am not convinced that the removal of tbese entries from 
Icbedule 1 will satisfy title bolders who received these distinctjpns after the year 
) 920. They will continue to feel that, while their more fortunate brethren 801'8 

exempt to aU intents and purposes, they are called upon to apply for lioen_. 
Most of tbe title-holdeN who received these decorations after 1920 feel that a. rare 
privilege is denied to them. 

Big landholders and a large number of btle-holders have got large stakes 
in the country. I, th~refore, see no reason wby ther should not be exempted. 
Consequently I recommend that entries 11, 11 (a) and 11 (6) should 'not ooly be 
retained but that all future title-holders, etc., should also be exempted. 

Paragraph 4.-1 do not agree with the majority of thtl Committee when they 
reeommend that Magistrates, etc., sbould not he exempted I think all Magis
ttates, Stipendiary or Honorary, Honorary Munsifs and H.lDorary A.sistaut 
Oonectors sbould be exempted. Magistrates do lleed firearms to protect them
selves when they are put io charge of processions, etc . 

• 
Paragraph 5.~I think it unnecessary to place restrictionll..on the number of 

firearm. to be pOllSessed by an exemptee. I sball, therefort', recammend that DO 
restrictions he placed on the poslIession of firearms by exemptees who are a.lmost 
a}" .. ys loyal and law-abiding citizens • 

JliftHU f!f ili,ulft 6, Mr. M.ltammad Fa;1az Khan, M.L.A., Mem6er 01 tAe .I., .. , 
, B.h, Oo1nmittee, dated tile 18tlt Oct06er 1922 

I a!plOrry th .. t 1 have disagreed 00 some points in the Arms Rules Reviiing 
Committee, whioh ruu 8'8 follows :- • 

(1) I do not agllee on the ground of principle that tbe 'Membel'l of the 
htperi&J Le.ri.lature .hoald be exempted from the operation of the Arms Act onl1 
to -R .. tb". eoJftinqe to be tile membe"-

, I. 



• ~1l ..,. al>t etajo1 ... , oolleeaiou, but illie doell,"" JhnW !lOt he .pri..a -of it d.,iag bia life-time, 0'00. t.h .... u. lIOIIlet.ainlr to Iprcife that be hal 
~ .. tr118twortby. A Member tn the fm,m.t Letie1&ture cIoetlnot 101l1t1 
..". ...-t 'Of bi, worth or his ~se ef _pontib'lity by _itt« to be • .-ember. 
)Iemberehip fa only an apparent proof of a 1lI&11', qua1itietl, and hia ntimbent 
dOlI Dot involve any kind of turpitude at all. I tb-erefore etrongly Ju,Jd that the 
lIemMra of the Imperial Legi.lature .bowd enjoy thia pri\'tlege dariag their 
lif.time. . 

(2) I fail to underatand why the entitled clua aboald only he bMecl on 
.,9Dey COIlaideratiou. A persoD may Dot be a Governmebt .arvao,t or may not 
~ pay jog the prescribed sum to tbe Government .. revenue ot! taxes,. kt .till 
he may be as good or-even a better oitizen than many of the Go'VetntD8nt aervants 
and those paymg the prescribed BUm to the Government as revenue or taxes. 
The professor of a Communal College is an instance in point, who is neitber .. 
Govemment servant nor paying anything as tax. Again, the son or sons of a 
IamindaT may be thoroughly satisfaotOl'y men for keeping a weapon and still 
may not be pa.ying any revenue or income-tax in their name. 

I really do not see wby education be not also regarded &8 a sllilicient 
qualification for coming under this claAII. Wealth may Jead a man utray and 
may even bring bim down to the position of a beast, but education alone is • 
aure agent for enobling oharacter. I would therefore suggest the inclusioo of 
the following to the entitled o]ass :-

(a) Barristers, Pleaders, Vakils of High Oourt of I) years' standing;
(6) Professors, Readers and l .. eoturers at Colleges affiliated to an Indian 
University;-ee) M.A..'s. ;-(d) B A.'s. of seven yt'ars' standing;
(~) Government Pensioners drawing Re. 100 and over per month. 

( 

(8) It should be exp'reils]y provided in tile Arms Aot that the licenses 
,"'11 not be held- hack on the basis of the individual political views, a.od those 
who come under entitled class will get their lioences &8 a right aBd not as a 
(-.vour. What justification was there for the forfeiture of licences and arms of 
8llch revered, noble and peace-loving citizens as Pandit Motilal Nehru, LaJa 
lJhagwan Das, Khwaja. Abdul Majid and S. Asif Ali, etc. The refusal to wue 
01' renew a licence to Indians of this position, though a proof of the It tram,. U 

being mme of Ii steel JJ has the inevitable e:ffect of lowering the prestige of the 
Government in the country. Big Zamindars and money-lenders paying a .,ge 
re'feoue to the Government have been refused Jicence8 on the ground of their 
wearing' 1/ Khaddar.'J 

On the refusal or the forfeiture of licences, I have l;eceived a good mMY 
letters from re~ctable people j and the following are the copies of a few 
intereating lett03rs in my possession whicb will reveal tbf' methods IlOme ti1:ne 
,dopted by some of the District Maatistrates. A gentleman. w~o i. payib4J • 
much as rupees twenty-five thouand as Govellllment revenue, who is also a 
~un,icipal Co~mjssionei and the Secretary of an important orph&nag~ aDd. • 
tid. ae\oot, ."ltea: _ 

The local ofticiala limply on account of the reason that 1 wear Kbaddar in respollK to the 
QOILI1vy'- call haTe forfeited my lioe1loe of Arm. 1 do not know what ju.tification the,e n, the 
IfQeneea are being gnmttd to my 'petty culfivaton only if they Bay that they-tIH til. ~b8n" 
*- AlBan Babbs, but without girillg &111 I'eaton whstltoe'l'er they hl&ve don~ that ~ -.e. "it'd 
t4Jetlier wJth me pther "err big and pl'Pmineut BIttaes of, .. , ...... ., ...... 1f'hOl8 ' .... ~_ 



~,~".re held ill cr-t IIteem. for BO ~ appamat exoept tIQ lUit tbelr own wilbel ............. . 
~ taf .. l eoukl ~_ia and JIly knowl. roes the lioeDoei ...... lutroduOlld tW undllil'ttW. 
D9uLl __ liceaoee, and Ibould ~ot ~ firearms, bllt ef$r)'da.r experlmC8 ,..1l1 Iba1r *' 
marde!e and daooitiel are being ~mitted onry day and a.imuhea lleTer abow m wl8t.lo& .... 
.t".,. )aYe it and people of mylQCial .... tus do not get a liceDce. We have to m'fel • • to 
01Ir 1i1laps w\OOh arl apart aome 4.0 mile&, ROd travel with that money unaafe .baEll_tel, • tM 
mercy of robbers lind all, &lid nothing to protect WI. 1 hope you wll1 do ~DI to nUe... tM 
ptellent lituation in the country and save gentry from these BUre1Wcrate who are pIQued with 1 few 
on iat..,. I 

In another letter the aame gentleman writes. 
As z:egards myself, we are followo1'll of Swadesbl and wear 'Khaddar " I manage my tlItaie. 

cases go to the courts, but certainly I am Oongressman and so fa my friend ............... But rtJ.1 
friend ............... does not eyen wear Khaddar and BtU! wears Rnglish Bults. though of OOUI'I8 he has 
alao committed tbe crime of beln" a Congressman. 

But I will quote you a most important example that the licence of ......... 
had been forfeited, and the t'olaeon of this forfeiture I shall explain in fun 
(inatead of the explanation from the writer of tbis letter the very gentleman 
referred to i,. the above letter, wrote me the reason why his licence waa forfeited, 
which rullS as follow!l~: His \lame is ............... , Rais and Talukdar of ........ . 
he is one of the very big landholders of the U niled Provinces and ia • confi.rmed 
loyalist, always dancing before the Collectot· and the Commissioner of .......... .. 
so timid as afra.id of wearing Khaddar becli\.use that displea.ses the official. 10 he 
must wear Christy's cap. Here is what he himself says ahout the reuons of tbe 
forfeiture of his licence. 

The whole estate is in tbe name of my father who payd the revenne of about Rio 5,000 to the 
Government, my father is supposed to be one of tbe big umindare of bbill place, his namo iI .......... .. 
as be has practically leUred flOm all worldly cares and allxietie~, so I am carrying the wOOle bltslll_ 
from the last 6 years, and bence the licenaes of firearms were ID my name, which have been forfeited, 
and the forfeiture of arms ha.s caused me very great Inconvenience. I bad to sblft my relldence from 
.................. to... . ......... permanentiy, as it was not quite safe at . . ....... owlni to the daaoitlet 

aud robberies, thougb it. is not quite safe over bere too. 1 was never taking any part in poUUCI, and 
why I was a f.rey of BurelJllcrats, I sball explain to you in detail. 'fhe remote reasons of diapl •• 
sore of the Bureaucrats was that when 1 was residing in ............. 80 few Congress Volunteers came 
fc.r subscriptIOns, ILnd J also paid a ~um, hut that wa.s not the immediate cause of displeasure,' I was 
serving as a Panch ill' tbc Tch~ll of ....... nml I was called upon by the Collector to resign my_t 
from there, WblC1b loS a gentleman I could not do so, 0.>1 I ha.rt Il;ivell my words that 1 will serve 0.\11. 

Po.ooh for a. month, tbls WRS the Imrnellia.te caU'!tl of dl"pleasnre alld he sal<l th&t If you do not 
resign your seat frorn vIllage 10 Pallehayat" 1 8ho.11 forleit your o.rms, anu on my l'Ofuaal the arml 
were forfeited. 1 at least was under the Impression that PanehayatB were no cause of dlBpleasorel1 
to the Government, and on the other bo.n<l tlley were encouraged. 

Another letter gives quite a different method adopted by a District Magis
trate, which runs as follows : 

1 have also a stuubortl gl'levance &ga\tlst the licence regulatIOns which seem to exi8t only in 
name. We are told that the reform Bcheme had given the bonourable zamlndars &n opportnnlty to 
apply Cor licences for firearm'! such as fides, revolveroi, etC., but we have fully experienced the Belorm 
Scheme to be dead letter. FOI' this I may quote iustance'! 1 am a big Ia.udholder o! ............ ml 
r .. ther ie payi!lg a conSiderable Government revenue of Rs. 8,000. When 1 applied for the 1iceIlce 
01 a rifle In the Co\lectora.te, the Oollector disposed of the case to tbe Deputy Oollector, and I W .. 
c'fUe I, and 1 .ap~red belore him and he II;IJti me tbat if 1 gave &. 200 &8 a contribotiOll till • 
Go .. ernment {lind 'l could be given the licellCc aJ)phed for I ho.d already contributed a ooQaid~ 
ble amoant and that this has no COllce\tl wltb the pce,ellt mlltter, wbereupon he said tbat It I Wire 
not reltdy to t»mtIy with 11.;>1 orde" I should not inSist for the said liceuce. Vi_led aad ... 
bittered I left the OQUIt. Sucb meaiures J SlY can never compel UJ to co.operate. LeaTiag aloof 
my own ca8tI there are hUlldred~ tb"t wlll reaJJly attra.ct your attention Tile whole dlttrlct fa 
aeething wlth disconte.l)t on acCOUDt of the severity in granting the ·licences. It U beM;cr \jat 1 
do not quote more in,tanoes of. tile IBme nature. 

A llOusin of the above writer, also writes. 

M.y QM8 i1 a bI, di/ferent becau.se l have not. hoeo re(u'led the li\l8lloo of a pittol whlch I ~_ 
bat i.". eTeQ' f!I8IQ~ tc\ pl'8OPllclude that if I were to appl1 for U 1 Ibollld ..... .. 



flatJy refu.aed.. '1'be &t.atement ot IIHIl8 ie loot IVit1:a9ut fOlln~inn II1ld 'Validity, beaaute till cousin who 
appliej for the- H08noe Of a rlfte 'IV'" Dot gl..,. tbe Uoeaoe he..ud fl)!'. We.,.. ODe of the gratellt 
ZJotIJllIdIII of our dtatrlet, our fAmily is pay11l1 ao'f'erftlllellt re,,_ of JIa, 8,000 (t~ whole family 
j~i11 fl&J'flll Be. 26,000 GO..,erDlJItlnt reYflDue) and ua,.elf esclUliMly ~lDg Be. s,oeo. We really 
riJgreIi tbt 'being supporters of British Raj 'We are not 80 mll4b truted .. 1 to allow u. to keep ftreElDt, 
Tb..- me6lUrei instead of creating amicable relat,ion' with tI$! Government 1Irlng about ~ g.teet 
hreach of fair IlOllneotlon with tile laItdllolders. -

The above are a few of the typical !lases I have selected, and I woald only 
1i~e to give one more W!tter fl'Om a person holding a responsible Go9tlrnment post 
in judicial line which will show how the other party thinks of the preseDt arllls 
rules. The letter rune as follows: 

As for tbe Arms BuIes in my opinion either tbe exemptions should be to.lI,. abolished or 
Gtdietted Officers of 1st cla98 must be exempted. You can well imagine the anomaly that a oommoll 
~ who has been hanging at the coat tails of a District Magistrate and thus becomes a Kban 
a.badur prior to 1920 Is exempted wbilst a sub.jLldge who is entrUtlted with the dee Ilion of the 
l\ais eases of the value of crores i8 not ....... ...... In my opinion 1l enquiry is at all necessary 
it must be entrusted to a District Committee comprising officials and non-ofticials and tbelr 
decision shonld be binding, 

Before I finish quoting examples. let me quote one more I'ecent amusill~ 
example of the decision of a queel' Dietl'ict lfagiatt'ate, A leading practisilll( 
Vakil in a District recently applied for Il. licence of a Double Barrel Bt'eech. 
Loading shot gun, and the license was du1y granted with the following note (111 

the application: 

A licence for a n.:>nble Barrel Breech.l.oadmg guu fOI British India has been sanctioued ill the 
name of tbe appliMnt, now he deposits the stampb for fee of the hcence. Submitted for orders, 
Tlte applicant is a pleader practising In the District. 

After a month or so the gentleman happened to go and see the District 
Md.gistrate. No one knows what conY"erll8.tion waC! passed between them, bat one 
can pretty accurately guess what conversation could have }!MSed between t.hese 
two, which led the District Magistrate to wl'ite the folrowing amusing an1 
enterta.ining remarks on his application, The remarks r .. n as follows: 

Deposit meanwhile. I have seen the gentleman, who seems very uncertain whetber he is an 
enemy of tho establisbed Government or not. 

Curiously one would like to know from the District Magistrate whether be 
himself IS'" The enemy of the established Uovernment or not," because by 
forfeiting the license of such a respectable gentleman, hAS he not sown the Beed 
of hatl'ed and discontent with the established Government? One who sow~ the 
seeds of discootent with the established Government, then who should be called 
the tt enemy of the established Government, the Magistrate or the licensee ?'. 

There is one more and the last example of the misuse of the Arms Act by 
a Distriel Magistrate which I would like to show, and I belie~ these ea.m»lE18 to 
be eooogh to thfow some light on the actual working of thl'l Arms Act. A few 
montirs agod at r.shipore the shopkeepers observed Harm! on a particular day, 
the District Magistrate got enraged and issued an order of the forfeiture of the 
arms of .some of these shopkeepers who observed Hartal, and the order of the 
District Magistrate with the reply of the shopkeepers runs as follows: 

AaKS AOT RULBS -A Kl~HIPUR OAllR.-( Frolll a Oorr~'llllmlpllt).-Trne copies of the ol'der 
of the Deputy Commissiouer and the reply of nine gentlemen upon whom the order wal Bened Mil 
seDt herewith : 

All these Ifentlemen are either $&!Dindare or wholeaa.lE' cloth·merchl.nte, They are mon of 
respectable famUles, None of tbem fa a 1l000'OO-OPerator, EYen then the bureaucracy would force 
them tEl be so. Well, Sir, wult any Bin to 010lIl the shops on tho 18th of April r t. that 11 .... 

_ ./~1fTAi '"""'If. ~ 



declMer1 to be all illegal .at r Can GMemmeut force a man to eitller become a eo-operator Of • 
ROI!alao-opesator 1 It it Dot ooeroion, Intimidation l Are tbe peaoo.lovintf citl.ens to be tbnl 
deprtN4 'Of thdr'lawfnl aettvitiea l It is- J'llmoured that a gentl&man is going tQ be deprh'ecl 
ofhil boIIcnwy ~lItrateabip if be does not lOOn publicly do some work for the Amau Sabha 

DUTBIOT MA.GISTBATB'S OJlI)B.-On 18tb April 1929, a Hartal was obeerved at Kashlpur II 
p1ll"ll1ance of the DOn-co-operatiou movement. A number of ~hose wbo cloeed tbeir ahops on that day 
are in poQIIIBion of arms licences. Some of tbeee have apologised. Other bave not. The namell of 
the lkter Me given below. 

By observing Hartal these persons ahowed their sympathy with the non,co-operation mO'l'ement 
and also abowed themselves undeaerving of holding arms licences granted by the Government. 

I tberefore hereby suspend tbe licences of the persons named below and Ii notice will be 
served on eacb of them aCllOrdingly to deposit his wenpons In tbe police sta.tlon forthwith. 

If within one month of service of the notice the licensee files a petition fn my court expressing 
his regret and assuring me of his non-sympatby with tbe non-co-operation movement, thll W6&[lOII 
will be restored. Otherwise tbe licence will be cancelled on the expiry of one month. 

(1) Lala Bukhdeo Prasad Khatri, Honorary Magistrate, Kashipur; (2) I,ala Raghbll' SM'aU 
Khatri. KashiPur i (8) Lala Kunj Behari J,al, son of Lala Sukhdeo Prasad, Kasblpur: (4) Lalr~ 
Brij Kishore ~hatri, cousin of Lala Sukhdeo Prasad; (0) Lalli. Paran Pershad Khatri i (6) Lala 
Shiv Lal Khatri; (7) I;"a.la Ganga Pra~ad; (8) Lala Chheda Lal Khatri; (!)j Lala Shyam Saran 
HBi' Baran Khatri i (10) Lala Bndama Lal R8gbbir Saran; (11) LaiR. Shiva 1.0.1 Vaihh; (Ill) LalA 
Hililori Lal Valsh ; (18) Chaubey A mar Nath, Chairman Mnniclpal Board, KI~hipur. 

THE REPLY.-To THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER, NA.nn TA.L -SIB, In compliance with your 
order dated 7th June 1922, some of us have deposited our wenpon~ III the Rolice station, Kashlpur\ 
and others with Sheikb Abdnl Wahid, a local lICensed dealer in arms. As nndel' the law both the 
courses are open to us, those of us who have elected the latter have ,hnl! BO in the hope tbat it wtll 
rl(.'ilitate the disposal of these arlns and enable us to realise a palt of their vlllue In case you are 
I\ot pleased to rescind the above mentioned order. 

l!. Under resolution No. 21250 of the Government of 1 11<1 ill., Home Depaltment, dawI\ the 
21st March 1919, payment of not less than RB. 1,000 per annum as land revenue, or payment of an 
income-tax of not less than Us. 3,000 for a pedod of three yellr~ M well III< ullder the United 
Provinces Government, Resolution No. 5;;72·X.8H, dated 10th NovemLcr I!ll!l, pR.ymeut of the above 
1111mB as land revenue or income·tax, respectively, or being an honorary ma~btmte, etc., is to be 
reprded as .. Illfficient cfualification for entitliug 1\ perHOn to obtain licence" for the possession of 
firearms, including rilles, smooth bores, etc 1 n accordance with tbeso statu tory fules evel'S olle of 
uti Is duly qualified and entitled to a licence and some of U8 arc possetlBellof lllOle than one qualifica
tion. 

S. Tbe law for tbe suspension and cancellation of licences is clearly lai,\ down in the AI'me 
Act. Under section 18 a licence is liahle to be suspended or cancelle(l only If the liccnsee 18 
convicted of an olfence against the Arms Act or the Rules or If It is nece~~al'y to do "IJ fIJI' tllc security 
of tbe public peace. None of us has been so far convicted of such all offence, llOI' hac it been 
.lleged by anybody and it is not Htated or even Buggeste,l in your ordel' thitt it IS nece8~ary to 
suspend or cancel our licences with a view to preserve public peace i':!o, we v~ntuI'e to submit that 
court order is quite Ulegal add uUta ~ire8. We have, jointly as well a_ sevelally, II profound concern 
in the maintena.nce of public peace. Even if 'l!e were unmindful of the public we II, our own self. 
interest 88 well as self-regarding instinct would cOllstrain us to dl~countenatlcc everytbing that lllay 
tend to disturb the public peace cven remotely or indirectly We cannot help Ktating that we have 
II distinct stake in tbe land as each one of us is connected either with a zemilldari or wIth a. decent 
bnslness concern, or with both, and such we have everything to loowe al,d nothing to gain by any 
breach of the public peace at IIny time. We beg leave to submit that the closing of tLe shops ()n 
the 18th of April last- whether all I.iI' UR did 80 or not; and tbough IlOlne of UB, nllomely Lala ' 
Cheda.lal, Lala Brijlriabor, and Lala Sukbdeb PrdMd have no sbop in any bazar and Lalli. Hasarilal 
none in Kasblpur, 80 that it '11'88 not pO!l8ible for them to close any-haR 110 bearing ill the matter 
of our lijl8nces and ~be Bllspenslon thereof on this account is not warranted by the law of the land. 

4. A8" cobditioll precedent to the restoration of the weapons you wall t an allBurance of 
110lloflympathy with the non· Col-operation movement from each of us. We lire at a 108S to understand .. 
the full import of these words. As we have stated above, we have to come in contaot occasionally, if 
not trequently, with public servants for various purposes, snch 88 the determination or payment 
of land revenne or income-!;ax, or for p.urposes of irrigation or 8ettlemen t, and in connection with 
proceediop in court., and the like. The very fact of our being in possession of tbeee IVDlII II 
Significaat enl)ugh. Belidea we are rendering public 1MlJ'"icet!, however humble tbey may be, in 
n.rIoU1l otber apherea, tI,., in tbe IIUlntcipality, in the furtberanoe or the oo-operative credit move~ 
-I; SA til" _n-cement lad maintenance of the aided high ecbool in our town, and ODe ot U, 



'.~" 
,~Sl1kbd8'l'Praead,al~8IaDhonora.ryJ1lagistfl\te .. Vnder t~ clrculJlltanGell.U would DOt .be 
l~ei1tt,anqulre\1Vbatweare reqniredto uodertakebY g{V!Qr all IWIl1l'&lleIJ Of.DOll-l'flIlpatby 
-with thellOno.oo-operatfon movement. Unity amollg ~U races and ~reed", IIpliftotthe,depre-d 
c~ et,'COl1ragement of .. cottage industries and it!d~eDo~ l'DAQJl.racture of e~th, ~qJ IIfthct 
purity · .. ud.8Itnplicity of Oriental living, eoclaland telaperaDc.e n'.form, cultivation and'development, 
oftbe ... ililditidllill and na.tiona.l sense ot self;re$pect, a~d ... oo .... 'flI all, the reali_Ion of tbe parSD!.onnt 
neoeuityofthe .lIl&intenance of publio peace and uroer .nnder ail r08slble eonditl9uil -.nd d1'01J1D8-
tau.04I&an!i an immutablll determhmtlon to adhere to the above prilJclplea and to eultj •• ~ feeJings 
of ,personal amity and goodwill amoIlg individuals are Mine and by fu them&in planks in tbe 
C()Dtemporaneous non-co-operation platform, Are we required to run in a counter direction and to 
tttrD ollr stii backs against one &tid all of these and, if AC, would our conduct be of public advanta~e 
and conducive to the progress of the State? ]<'urther, IR any of the48 activities pt'ubiblt18dhy law 
Rnd, if no~ is one to be deprived of his legal rights and privllegea because.(lf bis legitimate action .. 
"nd lawfnl actions if he cannot succeed in peranalUng his conscience to accept the executive view of 
the matter or to disregard its .counsel 

. b. There is a still graver aRpect of this qne.qUon, and Ive clln only hope that it did not strike 
you at the time yon paMsed tbe preliminary order RUApending our lioenses. A8 was 'Well known. to 
your predece8wr in office, KRsbipdr sub-dlvi.ion and itA vicinity is infested wit.h dacoitM as well A8 

wild animals and tbeir ravages have rendercd seriouR havoc-villages have been dClierted, land has 
gone waste and population Is ~tea(lily dwindling-daeoitics have never been scarce in theoo part~ 
whUe dnring the last two or three years ar~on, pillage, aS8aSAination and inhuman ontrages have 
been the order of the day and a reign bf tenor has been ,mpreme for a Cloll.idemble period loS even 
one having no local knowledge can easily gather from the Sub-divi8ional Magietrate's judgment iu 
a. recent case (K. E. t'S. Umraosiugh of May 192:l) The report of the laud revenne adml'li~tration 
tn theBe provinces ju~t publi~beti a1.o bears testimony to this ' Agriculture in the Naini Tal tarai. 
\VIIS hampered by the prevaleueu of dacoity, anrl the Commissioner remarks that dacoity was 
dlsa.strov~ and tbe poliee were helpless' (viilr. paragraph 60 of the repurt.) It is reported that a 
public spirited citben offered to lead the police in March htHt to the daeoits' camp in tbe neighbour
hood of KBBhlpur town and in rCRpouse to thi" the superintendent of police did proceed to KB~hlpQr 
a.nd reached tbe railway station with a force of about a hundrell strong one. evening but, ................. . 
be retraced bls Ateps and returned back to his headquartCiA with hi" pal·ty by the next train. 
PreRumably he did this out of regard· for public intere~t", and you will see from this hpw very 
irksome is our position, speCially IlIl Home of u~ have already received threatening letterA purportinR 
to have been written to llS by the members of the gang. I n a caRC in whkh a peN;On was convicted 
for being in po.~ession of a pistol without a licenAIl at KUAhipur, the High Court held iu revisioll 
that a serious view should not bp, ta,ken of tile matter aA 'the applicant wa~ living ill a part of the 
province where dacoitif'A had beeu fAirlY numerous of late yearM' aTHI there las a Inesumption. that 
any person found in possession of such a weapon had obt.ained it for the purpose of self-protection, 
{Revision No. 680 of 1918.) 

Under theRe circumstances we heg Je,\ve to admit that posse"iou of Aueh weapons as wc have 
~urrendered in obellieuce to your ordera is absolutely e",;entia! [or purposes of solE-defence "for persons 
of our status, and we hope that on reconsideration you will be plca"ed to cancel your orderti nndel' 
reference so that our arms may be restored to ns. 

It is unfortunate indeed that aome time the zamindal's and other respect. 
able people are deprived of the right of possessing fil'earms by license, while 
Ano-Io-Indians of the position of a railway-guard are being ~ranted licenses, evell: 
for~revolvcl·S. The Govel'nment of India, whose vision is certainly broad~r than 
most of tbe District Magistrates may n,ot, perhaps, like them, be so narrow
minded, but their impetuosity has no limit. Let lIS, therefore, put ~ brake 
upon their rashness and loca.l prejudices by an e;Kpress pl'Ovision ,of the ,Act. 

(4) The prese,nt Arms Act requires or it is at least a practice in some or 
the districts/to oonr or send the arms, after having bought it; to tbe collectorate 
to haLVe the number of the arms endorsed on thd license, and I know a good 
many instance!! of a few Englishmen of higher service-DietrictJudge and Joint 

, Magistrate-who instead of sending or bringing their arms to the colleetorate, 
they just send a letter or a chit to the oollectorate and give the number of. arms 
in it for endorsement. I. am of opinion that nobody sbould be required to" J>:rior 
or lend his arms for endorsement to the collectorate; he should just mentiOiltbe 
Dumber of tbe arms in a letter addressed to the authority concerned/or if it it 
lleoeNary at all that the arms &bonId be presented f before ~e twlone~t 
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autbority, then each ..ad -every ODe, whatever position. be m&y bold, should be 
~uir. to pteaent hi, arms before the endorsement authority aIld no letter or 
eh)t 8hcNIld be permitted to .ny one. 

(5) Tbe limit of 200 cartridges per rifle '8 one of the mOAt importatl.t 
questiol'la from tbe sportsman's point of view; if this limit means 200 cartridges 
per rUle per year then certainly it will be most objectionable; 200 cartridges 
\rill never be snftioient even fo1' a month in a sporting distriot, but if it 
means that not Illore than 200 cartridges can be bought (lr kept at ODe time 
then tbere is llOt muob objection. But wby limit the number of ammunition 
at all? When the Government reJies on a person for an arm with a. certain 
limited number of ammunition, then I fail to understand wlly the same person 
should not be relied upon for an unlimited number of nmmnuition. Why should 
the Government of Illdi" be responsible for this sort of aot aud restriction, 
which is bound to create discontent in the country, or at least among the 
sportsmen, ~and make the Govprnment unpopular •. I know of no country in the 
world puttmg such sort of restriction on the amount of ammunition to be 
pOl1sessed by a lioensee. 

(6) There is one more important p )illt to which I would like to draw the 
a.ttention of the Government, which is about the punishment -meted out tu the 
holders of unlicensed arllls amI ammunition Cases have been known where an 
Anglo-IndiQ.n has been fined a few rnpees, and bis arm \!onflscated, for unlawfully 
possessing an arm, while an Indian had to undergo a few months simple or 
rigorous imprimnmcnt for even unla.wfully possessing a 8word. In the eye of 
Jaw tbere is no fl\lr·h distinction between an Englishman, A nglo-Indian or an 
Indian, then why the distinction in the punishment. There is no reason why 
should an Englishman 01' an Anglo-Indian escape by merely paying a few rupees 
as flue and a. poor I~dian has to undergo simple or rigorous imprisonment fOT 
the same offence. It I am right there IS a prOVision in the Government Order 
No. 454-VI -9~9, dated 1 tth March 1~87, which cleady says that the offences 
against the Arms Act" woulJ as a mle be suffiCIently punished by fine." I am 
afraid this order of the Government is never acted upon There must be .. 
uDiformity in the punishment of an Enl/:lishman, An~lo-1Ddian or an Indian 
undet this Act, and this Will undoubtedly allay the bitter feeling of the racia.l 
distinction. • 

• 
There is every probability that under the new rules, more a.pplications 

for licenses will be ('oming in. If, theIl, the reforms are in reality the first 
atep on tbe road to self-government, then the~e applications should be dealt with 
in the spirit of real justiCE' and right and not as a favour. There are no doubt 
several District Magistrates whope attitude towards Buch applioan ts has .been 
reuonabJe, but unfortunately the majorfty of tbem are still too proud a.nd not 
yet prepared to cOn8ider tllem8elves as servants but always pose themselves u 
masters, and do not feel that a new era bas Bet in. They ought to be tala in 
plain words tnat the grant of a license to an entitled person is never a special 
favour or a privile~e but they deserve it as a matter of right. Let me quote 
here .. sentence from the speech ot Mr. Tawllr Saran, M.L.A., deJivered in tbe 
l~tative Assembly (m the 8th September 19U at Simla, who in other words 
tndy represents the puhlie opinion and this applies in each and every case, be 
.ys: "We do not want the white man to bp our perpetual ruler, our perpetaal 
*l'll8tee, our perpetual gl\&rdi-.n. We bave bad enoogh of tbia (tverla1tting tmt. 



We nf~Dd to the wbite mu, ud I.peak .iUt &beolllte truth and aiDcerity, tbe 
bands Df fellowship and !lood ~rM,.jp, but I do l'eHJit and .. IoDg.. there 
is fbe last breat'1t of Hfe in me, I ehlloU OontiDtle to 1'f88Dttbe perpetual 
~omipa.tion of the Oivil Service or any other MniCft ........... /' 

trnless the princip!e is accepted by the Govenunent and faithfully acted 
Ltpoll by the District MaWstrates &oy iltlproq'etnent upon the present Al'm. Rules 
"ill be a farce. I cannot emphasise upon this point too much. The entitled cl ... 
~ho.lJ never be debarred from holdin« the license es:cept on the only ground of 
moral to:rpitude. I must, however, make it clear that I do not regard any 
ILttempt on the part of an Indiau to criticise the policy or the oi6.cial of the 
Government or any desLt'e onllis part expressed in word. or act to bring about a 
fundamental chanee in the policy of the Government, .8S amounting to moral 
~urpitllde. The District Magistrates must not a.llow th~mselv81 to be carried 
away by what they hear from the police or those unfortunate class of non-official 
people who are called the flatterers, official favour seekers, title and job bunters 
and sycophants, who 8S a matter of fact have taken on themselves the duty to 
always misrE'pTi sent the trl1e ~pirit and condItion of the country and the indivi
dnal!!, l'Iimply to satisfy their pprsonal aggrandizements, and thOile unfortunate 
officials who are miRled by this class of peopla, not only ruin theil' own reputation 
and position but that of the Government, too, alonr: with them. They should 
always coolly form their own opinion, and without the least fcar of contradiction 
I can !!lay that thi8 clB8s of people.-whb are never considered any body in public 
fye, who always mi~learl the officials and hence the Government-are IHlfortu
nately the chief and the only root oause of all the present discontent and eit\lation 
in the country The personal consideratiollfl would defeat the ends of jus~ 
and fair play and bring a bad name to the Government. 

With due respect to the President of the Arm. Rules Ilevising Committee, 
I may say that I do not for a moment accept the arguments some times 
put forward before the witnesses, that the presence of too many arms Dlay 
prove dangerous to HIe public OD such occallions as the Arrah or Katarpore riot .... 
I wonder why po such rIOts ever take pIa!'!! or have ever faken place in any of 
the Indian States, although the use of arms there is almost freer than in British 
India. It entirely depend", if 1 may say S9, on the temperament of the people 
and the way in which delicate situations are ha.ndled by the Government. In 
the Indian StateI', there is no such fhing all quarrels betwren the Hindus and 
the Musalmans, probably because their rulers do not seem- to have yet adopted 
the unwise policy of the II divide and rule" 

If I remember it right the Committee bad decided that the powers of 
fi;ring the number of licenses in any district, in the case of nect!S8ity shoulti still 
remain with the local Governments. May I just say a. few words a.bout tbie
and" finish this minute of dissent with the hope that these Dew rules will he dealt 
with a new and a broader vision-I do not think there.. is any harm if the local 
Governments be given such powers, but, hefore limiting or reducing the number 
of licenses in any particular district, I hope the 100,laJ Government will kindly 
announce through their local gazettes-at least a month bt>fore-the name with 
the date of the district where thiS new order is to be enforced, and also the 
reasons for doing so, with the opinion, if fossible, of some 'Of the leadiD~ oilicials 
and bon-officials of the district concerned, then and then alone should the local 
Governments be empowered to enforce this order. 
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GoV6rnment oj [1111;(" Hof/te Depart/neill, Resollttiolt, NCJ.. F.-829-1-22, dnted 
the 3ra November 1923. 

In pursuance of a resolution moved in the Legislative Assembly on the 8th 
of February 1922 by Baba. U jagar Singh Bedi, a Committee was appointed by the 
Governor-General in Council to exa.mine the Indian Arms Rules, 1920, and to 
make recommendations with a view to their amendment. In accepting this 
resolution tbe trovcrnor-General in Council had made it plain that there could be 
no departure from the two principles :-

(I) that there should be no raoial discrimination in the ruleR, and (!) that 
the Government must retain the power to impose restrictions to prevent arms 
and particularly firearms from falling into the possession of lawless or dangerous 
persons. 

The Committee submitted its I'eport in November 1922. On the 15th of 
February Hl23 the H on'hle HOlOe Member stated in the Legislative Assembly 
that subject to enqniries from lo(',al Governments and other authorities concerned 
on certain points of detail tbe Government of India werE.' prepared to accQpt the 
main recommendations of the Committee. Tbey could not, however, announce 
their decision on all the recommenuations made without prior consultation with 
local Governments who are in charge of the dctailed administration of the rules. 
Local Governments accordingly were asked for their viewlJ and a.t the same time were 
requested to give effect as far as possiblc to the principles adopted by tbe Com
mittee where this was feasible pending the modifica.tion of the rules of 1920. 
The replies of local Governments have now been received aud have been fully 
examined by tbe Government of tndia The Indian Arms Rules, 1920, have been 
amended where necessary and are now republillhed as the Indian Arms Rules, 
1924 : but many recoVlmendations accepted in whole or in part involve no amend· 
ment of the rnles, and on these the Government of India are now pleased to 
announce their decisions. 

2. In paragraphs 3 to 7 of their report the Committee deal witt the 
question of exemptions. The Government of India agree with the general prin
ciple adopted by tbe Committee that the confinement of the privilege of exemption 
is in the special circumstanccs of India preferable to its total abolition. 'rhey 
accept the conclusions regarding entr!/ l-(a) and ellfries 11, l1-(a) and 11-(6) of the 
schedule of exemption", but they only agree to the proposal that members of the 
Imperial Legislature should enjoy exrmption for theil' term of offiee wi.th some 
reluctance. It is opposed by local Governments on the one hand, as creating 
an invidious distinction between the members of the Crntral and of Provincial 
legislatures, and on the other hand certain members of the Centralleg'islatul"es 
claim a life exemption and not ftl"l"ely exemption for their terms of office. As 
regards entry 6 (d" 6 (j). 6 (iI, and G (g), en()uiries have been made from the 
local Governments concernpd. They are averse from the preparation of lists in 
the sense recommended by the Committee. It is pointed ont with justice that 
exemption is not confen-ed on certain Grea.t Sardars or Zamindars as a right but 
as a privilege aTld that if the term were precisely defined and a list of all persons 
who came within that definition were maintained the fact of inclnsion in the list 
would encourage claims for exemption as a matter of right. Moreover, the com
piJation of lists on a logical and uniform haRis throughout India would present 
difficulty and would inevitably result in anom~lies. The most expedient course, 
therefore, aud that whi~h will secure the maintenance of the principle th~t 

4 
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(!xemption 18 a ptiviletre and at the ~ame time minimise tIll; iucullvenience referred 
to by ~e Committee is to IJltempt no oefiniti()n of the termll Great Zamilldars of 
Great Sardars or the' Jil,p in 1he l'ules and Lhe Fbedule, but to leave it to tllt' 
several local GovernmentA tlH~rnselves to· tlptermi1l8 wbat pe1SO[l9 ur classes of 
persons Should be included in this categories. 'flw sched1i1e has therefore heen 
a~ended a(!cordingly. 

3. The Government. n£ India after consultation with the local Government 
on the Committee's obf'lcrvations on ~lltr.'I No.7, are of opinion that there IS no 
neoessity to retain entries 7 (e) and 8 of schedule I in view of titttrWJ 8 and 9 of 
~edule IV. The proviso therf'fol'e to entrlf 7 (c) in column 8 automatically 
dJ88ppears. As l'£'l!anls the rerommendation that the Bame privilege sbould 00 
extended to the district of CamphelJpur, Rawalpindi and other distrwt!l adjoining 
the N orth-West Frontier Province, the loral Govern lDen t afte" careful considera 
tioD, have reporte<l that no extemion of thib privIlege is reqUired, but in order to 
meet the da.ngel' of raids in the Attock Distrirt, suggest that rOWEl' he given to 
them to isslle licences for going' aimed in that di~trict without rayment of fee. 
The Government of India acct'pt this f;\1gge.,tlOn and have sccOldin,Ely am~nded 
thE' heading- of the approprilttP licence form. A~ I'PgaldFl erltr!J 13, after careful 
copsideratjon, they have decided that tlH' WOlds I'lll' the Commander-in-Ch'ef" 
should be addpJ, 

4. The Gov<'rnmcut of India accept the recommendation made in para· 
graph 4. 

5. Tn paragrll.ph 5 the Committee recommend that all exemptees sho~lc.l 
register the arms in their possession in re~pect of which they enjuy exemption 
and that registration <;hould be compulsOIY. The Government of India accept 
the principle of regi!1tration but huve decided that rf'gistratlOlI j'hould be confined 
to firearms, and that IlO fee ",hould bp charged. III jlr30tlCe, thcy COli bIder it 
would suffice if every ex.emple!' wpre required to furnish the District ~agistJ:ate 
with inft;>rmation all to t,he weapon'! in his possessiofl, faIlure to do so rsndellng 
him liable to tile cancellation of his ('xemptioll. 

6. To give effect to the recommendation regardmg (Ilfries 11, 11-(aJ and 
11· (b), the Government of I uaia have d!'cided that those entnes will he deleted 
from the Schpdulc and that no mention Will be made of these classes in the 
revised rule,;, Every pel son now enjoYIDg' thc pllviJegO' of exemption under these 
entries ill the IUles of 1920 or ullder elttr!! 12 thereof, bince the same considerations 
apply ill their .case alEO, "ill, on applicatIOn, receive free of all fees, a licence in 
form XVI, specially made valid for HI(' lifctime of the liceusee in respect C'f any 
arm. now in his pOSSl'l'siol1 and hithprto exempt from licence provided he applies 
within ~ix months of the coming' into £01'00 of tbe lules of 1924. The priVIlege 
will Qat of COUUle extend to titleholders who received titlefl after the 1st of 
January 1920, who unless otherwise exempt will, as before, be required to take out 
a )jcen!'c under Jibe ruleR. 

7. In parngraph' ~ the Committee recommend that iu extension of the 
classes d€<;rrihed ill H<lme Department rf's(llntion No. 2125-C., dated tbe 2) st March 
]919, the payment of Rs 1)00 land revenue, of Rs. IOO III lOa.ds and public works 
cesses, any payment of income-tax, and in the ca~e of a Government servant rl'ceipt 
of 8. pay of Rs, 100,a month and npwardb ~hould be the qual\ficatiolJl) constituting 
eligibility for what is commonly known as the "entitled class." 'l'he GoverllClr· 
Gcner~l in Council arc('pts the plin('iple underlying this recummendation that the 
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grant of licenses should be less restricted, and more free {I'om irksome enquiries 
than was represented to be the case by many witnesses examilled by the Committee' 
and agrees with the qualification., suggested uy the Committee as! providing suffi
cient prima facie justification for the possession of arms, He is unabl0, however,' 
to accept the I'ccommeudatioll that provisiou& recog-uizitlg and constituting an 
"entitled clo88" should be embodied in the rul~, COllditinns vary greatly in dif
ferent province" in India. In somc quarters a practice is in force more liberal than 
that recommended 1,y the Ulmmittee; but, in others it is neressary in the interest 
of law and order to secure thaL arms do not fall into the possession of' lawless 
or di~affected persons, and thet'cfore they arc unwilling- to embody in statutory 
rulcs any provision which would have the clTeut of curtailing- the power or dis
cretion of the Disbrict :.v1ag-istrate ill ol'(letill~ enquiries. 'rile term" elltitleel, 
eta8,' " is somewhat unf,ll'Lnnate 'l'hf;' rules as now framed eontain no provisions 
inconsistent with the prinuiple underlying- the recommendation of the Oommittee, 
but the iel'm " ell/it/nt clllSN " has crl'.tted the errOlleous imprcs~ion that there is a 
special clalss, enjoyill~ fewer prIvileges than the exemptees, but. greater than those 
who are neither exemplees 1101 lllPmbers of thc " cil/iller! c1(/sy.'~ 'fhcre is of course 
no such speeial clasR. 'rhe term iq merely illtt)tlliul to comprise all those whose 
means and staLus prim([ ja('lf' COlllI(ltC I'csl'l'l'L·thility and therefore justify the 
presum ption that they are Ii.L !1ud proper per"ulJs to PO'lSJ!lS a~ms. While thet'e
fore no mention will be made of an " ell/itle,l cla,IN " ill t:lll staLlttory rulcs, at thfl 
same time the Government of India are anXiOll.i that tho qlutlifications recom
mended by the Committee should be generally a,loptel1 by the local Governmp.nte 
and should be m1.de widely known. 1,Vllel'c, however, a ioual Government has 
Jaid down more liberal qnalifications, these 6hon\11 lIot now be abandoned. They 
eannot support the n'eommendation that ItSt9 of the N (:ulztlelll'11188" shottld be 
mainlained; the qualifieations are so low tha!~ each distritlt list would be' volumin
ous, and its prepal'jotiotl and maintenance would involve the appointment of a 
special staff. The eI}Jruditllre and labour involved wOl1ld be wholly incom
mensurate with the results obtaineu, 

8. In pat'ag'l'aph to, the Committl'c rccommeud tll:1t where enquiry IS 

nceessary the .a~clley of till' Jloliep r"hol1],1 uot, if P()~Hlble, lIe ~mplo'yed ; but that 
if no other agency or I'tHl'liry l~ a\ atlablc a hc(·tlee ~h(llll(l not be t'efll~ed on the 
stl'C'ngth of a poliee reporL aiol1,' hnt only aft l'r it flll,th"l' ma~i.,t.el'ial euquiry. The 
Govt-rnment of India ate IIII,tld(· to CdlJetlt' III thi'l I'll'.,mmendation and are 
constl'ained to deprecd.te a l'eJleetiotl Oil the ~,,()d faith of the polict'. 'fhe replies 
of local Govel'llml'nts ill(ltt'atr that it is irnp()~~ibl(' to l'liminat!' enquiry Ly the 
police in thc cities and th,tL owing' to thl' "hortag'1' or ausl'lIel' f)E sllitalJ\e I'evenue 
staff, no other ageIlcy i" available ;n lllallY dn,tri(·t area". At thr Same time the 
replies show that enquiry is frClpwntly carriell out hv ot \11'), a~l'neje~ where these 
are available. The GovertllIlent of India are of opinioll that the agency of 
enquiry is really a mat,ter for loe.~l Gov('l'TImellts anel ar" accordingly averse from 
imposing any restriction on tl.e chOle,' of a~l>ncy' 'l'hey Iml.Vl' the matter in the 
hands of local Governments wilo wdl, tll"y ILle e"llli,lcut, t:lkc ,ll.steps necessary 
to secure that whlrever previol\~ et](llliri()" ale neep"flD.ry they are promptly carried 
ont, and in a man Del' which is neither inqnisitorial nor calculated to wound the 
self esteem of the applicant. 

9. The Governmf'uL of India are in complete 3e-rcement with the recom
mendation made in paragraph 11 that ordinaril.l' III' arbitrary limit should be 
imposed on the unmber of linences issued in a district bnt that local G overnmente' 
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should have the dIscretionary puwer of limiting the number of licences in any 
'area. or dilltrict in which the number of arms justifies the apprehension of serious 
dangoer or in which such restriction is deemed npcessary for the maintenance of 
public tranquillity. They accept the recommendllotion ill paragraph 12 and ha.ve 
provided for the right of appeal by an amendment of the rules. 'rhe recom
mendation in paragraph 13 i. accepted subject to a partial reservation ILl to the 
proposal that the duration of the licence should be for the calendar year. Local 
G1lvernments have pointed out that in practice inconvenience would arise and 
would prefer that ~icences for possession and going armed and for protection of 
~rops or destruction of wIld animals should run from the date of issue, but have 
110 objection to other licences being' issued for the calendar year. The Government 
of India agree WIth the views of the local Governments. 

10. In paragraph 14 the Committee have dwelt on the inconvenipnce to 
which persons desirous of pllrchasin~ weapons are put because they cannot produce 
the weapon when applying for the lieence necessary for its possession. The 
Government of India agree with them that it is not necessary to pro\ide fur the 
issue of temporary licences in such cases and accept the recommendation that a 
regula.r lioenee should be Issueu at thl' tIme the applIcant applies for a licence, if 

_ the application is granted. Provision hat; been made in the {'onditions attarhing 
to the appropriate licences for the details of purchases to be filled in on the form 
by the dealer from whom the purchases are made and also, to meet rriticism 
offered in- this respect, for details to be fumished to the licensing authoI'ity by the 
licensee himself in any case in which he purchases arms and ammunition from 
any person who is not a licensed dealer 

11. The Government of IndIa accept the principle of the recommendation 
made in paragraph 15 that a temporary licence for 14 days should be given to 
penons arriving in India by sea and not in posses!;'ion of a regwlar licence on the 
payment of full fee by the Customs authorities. It is however open to objection 
in detail. The period clearly WIll in many cases be too short for the object in 
view; the payment of the full fee to the Customs authoritiee will deprive local 
Governments of their legitimate revenue; and finally it is doubtful whether the 
agency of the Customs authorities is altogether suitable for the purpose The 
Government of India have therefore decided that a temporary licence for the 
p~riod of the journey to destinatIOn should be granted by the Commiss;oner of 
Poline at Bombay, Madras, Calcutta, Hangoon, 01' the District Magistrates at 
other ports, on a special form on the payment of a fee of Re. 1 for each 
weapon and that on arrIval at destination a regular licence should be taken out in 
the ordinary way. No practical ddIiculty need be anticipated. It will be made 
cl~r in the form of temporary licence that it does not rover pOSIlCilsion after 
arrival at destination. Travellers arriving in. Innia possessing no regular lirer,ce 
and desiroul (If obtaining one should inform their agents beforehand of the 
weapons they if. tend to imp<>rt and instl'Uct them to obtain the necessary tempo
rary licence. On arrival at destination they should apply for the licences required 
in the ordinary w.y. 

12. The Government of India accept the recommendations made in para.
graph 16. The conditions of the licence forms have accordingly been altered so as'" 
to make it compulsory to report the, IOSB of firearms. A note has also been 
appended to the licence fOJ'ms explaining that the breach of any of the conditions 
of the licence renders the licensee..Iiable to the penalties which may be imposed 
under the Act. 
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18. The Government of India accept the recommendations made in pa.ra
graphs 17, 18, 19 and 20 and trust that local Governmen ts will give effect to 
them both in the letter and the spirit. As regards paragraph 20 they agree that 
the District Magistrate or any Magistrate in char~e of a sub-division in the 
District in which the licensee is residing or In any other district in which he is 
known should be empowered to renew a licence. In &Dy case of dou bt it is always 
open to such Magistrate to make enquiries from the licensing authority whicb 
originally granted the licence . • 

14. In paragraph H the 'Comlllitt,e e state their l'ecommendation in ,re~al'd 
to fees. There is some divet'sity of opinion in the replies received from the local 
Governments, some accepting the proposal, some recommendin~ no change and 
others putting forward vat'iants of their own. The principal objection is the 
loss of revenue which will result from tbe adoption of the scale pl'oposed by the 
Committee; in some quarters, too, it is suggested that the large number of arms 
licences issue4 does not jU01tify the belief that pel'sons who 1'8quit'e weapons are 
deterred from purchasin~ thern by the high cost of the li()6llce. 'rhe Government 
of India are impressed by the sllbstalltial 1')8S of revenue which complete &Coopt
ance of this recommendation will entail On the othel' ha.nd they oannot ovedook 
the fact that stress was laid on the desirability of redllcin~ the fees before the 
Committee, particularly in the case of breech,l()adin~ weapODii, by mll.ny of the 
witnes8t's who were examined. They have aocordillg'ly decided that the initial 
fees should remain unchanged but that ha.lf these fees should be chargaable on 
renewal providp.d applica.tions are ma(le within a month following the p.xpiry of 
the period covered by the original licence. In their opinioll this reduction of the 
renewal fees will afford snbsta.ntial relief, and is the most they can agree to in the 
present financial stringency. They accept the recommendation in regard (I) to 
the payment of fees by non-jlldicial stamp, but consider that an applicant should 
have th~ option of ~!iying them in cash, (2' 1he application for licences, (3) 
the renewal of licences by post, (4) exemption from payment of fees in the cir
cumstances stated in the concluding porLion of paragraph 21, and (5) th~ payment 
by dealers of a single fee for import into India and tlamlport to destination. 

15. As regards the limit on possession of ammunition, the Government of 
India agree .... ith the recommendation of the Committee and trust that local 
Governments will, if they have not already done so, issue suitable instl'Uctions on 
the lines recommended. 

16. They accept in principle the recommendation made in paragl'aph 
28 that the issue of all-India licences should be as unl'estricted as possible. They 
agree that Assam and Burma should no longer be excluded from the all-India 
licence; but they consider it neeessary to make a provision that anyone whf) bas 
secured an all- India licence in one province shall if he enters another province 
be subject to such restrictions as may be imposed by that province, as for example 
that an all-Indla licence granted in one province should be endorsed by the 
District Magistrate of the district of another province visited by the holdel' 
of the licence. Enquiries as recommended have been made from the' Punjab, 
Burma, the North-West Frontier Province and Delhi whether the retention of 
these provinces in 'Column I of Schedule II it required; the North-West 
Frontier Province agree to exclusion, but the Government of India are unwilling 
at present to adopt this suggestion in the case of the Punjab (with which Delhi 
may be included) or Burma. On the proposal m~e in paragra.ph 28 regardin~ 
greater expedition in dealing with applications for licences it ill impossible and 
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indeed unnecessary for the Government of India to i!'sue any general orders, 
They are aware that local Governments are fully alive to the npceseit.v pf prompt 
attention to ILpplicatiol18 for the grant and renewal of licences, They trust, that 
no avoidable delays will occur; that jf at an,V time the pressure of work In 

connection with licence applications L<'comes abrJ(ll'lDal special measures will Le 
taken to cope with it.; and that if in any case unnecessary delay has occurred step!' 
will be taken to prevent its recurrence in futme, 

17. The Government of India accept the l'ecummc'I'da tions made in 
paragrllphs 2fi, 26, 28, 29 and HS, but arc unable, in view of the stl'Ong' objec
tions placed before them by the military authorities that thele is no difJicully ill 
converting sueb rifles to take Govcrnm('llt ammunition, to accept the recommen
dation contained in paragraph 27. As rc~ards the rcC(,mme"dat ion in p Hag-mph 
In, the Government of India are of opinion that iE i9 advisable to r"g'ulariz(' the 
practice followed by licens(,d·dealerR of employing RRl'listallt" to (,OTHlllct their 
bu-iueas in their temporary alJsencc, and the lIcence form I~ranted to dealer., has 
accordlllgly been amended S(I as tc) include a column for the names of duly 
authorized assistants. 

. 18. 'rhe j'crommclIdation ('ontailled III paragraph :W does not c(lmmelld 
Itself to the Government of lmha, 'rltey apprehend that the carrying' I)f l~reBrms 
by females mi<:ht have dang"t'rou<; resuli~, alld would (lldv p'-pOl'.e snch femah,s 
to attack from lawloss pel'son~ des'rol1'; of stl>aling- wpapnn~ In their opinion lt 
Ilhould be possible to meet the Fituatioll whieh the Commit\('(' appeu' to hav( had 
in mind by the entry of certain specified members of the licensee's family as 
retaineI's 

19. On the recomlllt:lldatioll made III ]Jrll'agraph ~z lHg-illg rccipro~it}' 
with Indian Statf's the Guvernrnt'ut or India are not III a .. pOl;il101l to make any 
announcement. 'fhey have taken up the matter with the various States, and 
negotiations are proceeding. 

20. The ehangeR in t he rilles lIPcPbsitatl,a hy the <tc'ceptancp of these 
recommendations have lIepn made; and the rule;, are now pllblil-'hed as the 
Indian Arms Uules of 19B. It loas not hel'll found pm,~ible (o aeecpt ZIt toto tbe 
l'ecommendatiolls of th(> Committee in reg-ard to tltp form in whil'h thp rules 
should be publisherl. They allvised a sf'paratioll of the tet'hnlcal directions 
intended for dealers from the 1'U11>r; g'overlllllg tl,<, ~l'ant of liccl1C'£!H for p(Jsse~si()" 
of firearms for private pnrpo~('s. 1\1\ atlempt \Va~ made to draft til" rnles 011 

this principle, but It was wholly nnqati~r!lctol'y, and \\'a~ aecording-Iy ahand'lIled. 
The Indian A rms Rules of 1 H20 f"llow the orelel' of the scctionb of t he Act; 
thiil js dbviously the logi('al arrangement of the IUIt's and It IS clparl.v convellien t 
on administrative grounds that the srctiotlEl ot the Ael and the rules shonld be 
in the same Stlqnence. Moreover, the difficulties of illter}Jretafioll to which the 
CQmmitt~e bav~ advel'te(i l\fe due far les~ to inherent obsclll"ity or to the 
incorporation of. technical dIrections, than to the fact t hat they are not self
contained. To be properly understood they IDllAt be read in conjunction with 
the Act and with the schedules and such diffil'ulties as thr ordinary m~mber of 
the public feels will not be solved by the publication of a paraphrased or 
abbreviated edition of the rules but by the dissemination of ipformation as to the 
correct procedure of applying for and securing' a licence The Government of 
India have accordingly prepared Jor such use all local Governments may consider 
suitable a short' pamphlet in popular language, descl'ibing the procedure regula.-
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tin!r the application for licences for the possession of firearms for purposes of 
"port. protection, show and the like. They trust that tbis pamphlet will be 
trauslated into the various vernaculars and that pnblicity will be given to it. 

21. In conclusioll the Govcl'llor.GellCrol ill Council wishes to express his 
appreciation of the laboms of the Uommittee. The Indiau' Arms Rnles of 1920 
evoked much rriticism and many defects were removed as they were pointed out. 
Bnt mnch remawed t·> be done when the Committee was appointed ill 1922, 
and their businesslike aud iliacI ical l'erommcUllations conplcd With a sympathetic 
administration of the mlcs by the local Governments shonld goo fal' towards 
removing any dissatisf:tcti()11 which may :;otill remain. 

The Indiltn ,1rms Rilles, Z021-,1 /))'icf uplanntion of the t'ules affecting the 
lJO%cssion of arms II!) pI'i1mtIJ indil,jrZaals. 

1. Introduction.- ('oIDpiaints IHwe beeu m<ldc that. the Indian Arms Hules are 
not easy to ullderstand. They clutaiu mdny tpclmic,ti directions of 110 interest to the 
private person who desires to POHSIlSS arms for private purposes; they have been 
modified from time to time <Illcl have bf''ln considt'rably rllvised thiH year (1923-24) 
and a~ they have to be rcad III c.lnj unctIOn with the Act aud the schedilles, the layman 
sometImes finds it hard to aR(,prtalll the" prol'ElrlurtJ Iw should 1ollow in order to Hecure 
n licEDell and to understand thp conditIOns on which he may keep arms. This 
pamplilet has b<>81l prep,In'cl, therllfore, with a view to explainlllg to the public the 
procedure laid <iown for ohtallllllg au (1 rencwing arms hcences, purchasing ammuni· 
tiou, carr.viug weapoll~ 1l\J jOlirnflV", Importing or l'Aporting weapons for private US6 
and the like. It does not pllrpOI t to ho all f',du\Ustive paraphrase of the Rules but 
merely sets forth in Lmguago free from leg.1! teelluic<1litles, what the procedure is 
without touching on matters ('ouulct,'d with the 1ll.lIluf<1cture, import, tlXport and sale 
as affecting dealers. • 

2. Persons who I'equil'e Iicenaes and those exempt,-Every person who 
is not specially exempt from the oppratlOlll:l vJ thOl:lfl sections of the Act which prohibit 
the keeping or carrying of arms wii hout ,1 h('em'e IhUSt. take out licences to cover any 
arma, (ir ammunition wltirh he pOBbC'lHl'S or wisht's to pUl'ciJal:lc. A list of the persons 
and classes of persons 80 ewmpt will II(' foulld ia the Appendix. [Schedule Ll 
Persons exempt however are BU hjl'Ct to the followlIlg cOllrlitions . -

(i) the number and description of annA in TPspcct of wbich exemption is enjoyed 
may be restricted llIlrler ~ppal'ate onlen; ibRued by each local Government. Where 
such orders are in force arms in excebR 01 the pn>l:lcribed numbers or descriptions must 
be covered by licences; (ii) all firearms [anrl annllunitwn] in a person's possession 
must be registered in Bu('h manner as the 10('<11 Government may prescribe; iii, the 1068 
or theft of any arms or ammunition mU8t be reported forthwith at the nearest police 
station; and (iv) arms or ammunition may )Jot be imported through the post office and 
in Burma may not be despatched thi<1ugh thE' post. 

Order~ regarding c(\nditions (i) and (ii) aT€' issUl'd separntely by each 1000ai Govarnment 
in regard to its own territory. It;s not possible, therefore, to state here what the, 
are, but the neceSilarv information will be easily obtainable from a Commissioner of 
Police in Il Presidency Town or the nearest Magistrate. In the old rules, 1920, the 
list of exemptions was much larger than it is now; and certain categories have been 
excluded from th~ new sched ule. Such perSGnB now excluded but exempt under the 
rules of 1920 will be granted a life certificate of exemption free of fees in respect of 
the weapons in respect of whicb. they now enjoy exemption provided tb.ey apply within 
six months of the issue of the Rules of 1924.. The perlloDs who are p}jgible for this life 
certificate are mentioned in the appendix. 
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3. Arms fol' which licences 1.1'9 required and the varions kinds of 
JlcenC9s.-Gflnerally speaking, that is, ontside tbe provinces of the Pnnjab, Burma 
and Delhi, licences are not neceBBary to covel' poIIIIe8sion of arms other than firearms, 
tl.~., swords, sword-sticks, daggers, spears, etc., hlJt it TDay happ"n tbat in pal'ticular 
dlstt-icts or cities in other provinces under special orden of the local Government, 
licences in respect of such arms may 'be nece8l!lary. -As, however, orders of this 
description are issued in a time of emergency aud reAcinded when the emergency has 
palled, it is not p08sible to include details in this pamphlet and pEl'l101lS wbo may 
have doubts are thArefore advised to make enquiries from the Commissioner of Police 
in the Presidency TDwns and elsewhere from tbe nearelt magistrate. Where necessary, 
licences for arms of this description are issued for a fee of eighi annas for each weapon. 
Otherwise, throughout British India with the exception of a few scattered districts, 
details of whi{'h may be found, if fnller information is desired, in scb4'dule IV to the 
Indian Arms Rules, licences to cover possession of and going armed with all firearms 
are necessary. These are of various kinds and tbe applicant Rbonld make up his mind 
which form of licence he requires before submitting his application. For example: 

4. Kinds of licences -Licences may be given entitling the holder to keep 
arms (other than pistols and revolvers) and ammunition in a certain place but not to go 
armed; or again, 

licences may be given permittin~ the hold~l'!I to pOllsells arml and go armed for 
the purpose of sport, protection or display; or again. 

licences may be given to possess arms and go armed for the destruction of wild 
animals which do injury to human beings. ca~tle or crops-(ThesB are intended mainly 
to help cultivators and are granted free of fees) ; and, lastly, 

licences may be given to go armed on a journey. 

5. Persons who may apply for licences. -It may be asked whether every
body is entitled to a licence on payment of the prescribed fee. The answer is In th'J 
negative. Any person of course may apply for a licence, bufthe grant of licencel!l is 
governed by the broad principle that arms and ammunition must not be allowed to 
fall into the hands of lawl<l8s people. It is clearly impossible for all applicants to be 
personally known to the licencing authority, who in ordpr to discharge properl( the 
responsibility laid on him. must in many CBses cause enquiries to be made, tbr~h 
any agency he deems best. into the bona fides of the applicant and his fitness to 
p0B8ess arms before he can grant a licence. The Government of India have, however, 
laid down certain qualifications the po88ession of anyone of which, connotes, in their 
opinion, sufficient evidence of respectability to warrant the grant of a licence without 
rnrthf'r enquiry unless the licencing authority has a sufficient and definite reason for 
refusal or for ordering enquiry. These qualifications are ;--

(a) Membership of any Order e!ltablished by the Crown or the possession of a 
title conferred or recognized by the Government of India or of the Kaiser-i.lilDd Medal 
or a Certificate of Honour. (b) Membersbip, past or present of the Indian Centra! or 
Provincial LegiSlatures, (e) Payment of not lllBS than Re. 500 land revenue or Re. 100 
in roads or publ\c works ceases, or any payment of income-tax. (d) Being a Government 
oltieer in receipt of. salary of not less than Rs. 100 per mensem. (e) Being a Commie
Rioned or gazetted officer of His Majesty's Naval, Military or Air Forces, Indian Marine 
Service or a ComuHS8ioned Illdian Officer of the Imperial Service Troops in active 
""ice. (f) Being a pensioned officer who before retirement was by virtue of his 
otfioial position includtd in (d) or (e) above. 

6. Llcence most generally required and from whom obtalnable.-Tbe 
licence which is mOt!t generally required is thst which will enable the holder to possess 
arms and go armed for pUrpoIlJl8 of sport, protection or display. This licence is 
granted in Form XVI /IoJ1d anyone wishing to obtai:p. it should apply either in peraea 
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or by poet to the Oommiuioner of Police in Presidency tOW'OB BDd t'laewbere to the 
neareat District or Sub-Divisional Magiltrate unless the applicant ordinarily rMid. 
in an Indian State and may have occasion to "isit British India in which case he :should 
apply to the Political Officer of his State. 

7. Fees.--Details of the fees chargeable for a licence in this form will be fOWId 
on reference to the heading of Form XVI.-Broadly, they are:-

(i) for a breech-loadin~ revolver or pistol Rs. 10. (ii) for any other breech. loading 
weapon Re. 5. (iii) for any other weapon ann as 8. 

These rates apply to a licence granted lor the firet time. On renewal, feee at 
half these rates, except in the case of the last named, will be charged. 

Persons who are not required to pa.y fees and how fees Ihould be 
paid.-There are, however, certain classes of persons who, in virtue of their past ()r 
present civil or military service, have been exempted from the ntlcessity of paying fees 
for licences \ in this fO! m. Details of thele will also be found in Schedule VIr. 
Otherwise, where payable, fees may be paid either by means of a non-judicial 
stamp affixed to the applICation or in cash at the op1ion of the applicant. 

8. Area covered by licence and period of its validlty.-Licences in 
Form XVI are originally granted for one year from the date of issue and for the most 
put hitherto have been valid Qnly in the district in which they were granted. 
Licensees should, however, realize that if they wish to avoid the inconvenience of annual 
renewal they may apply for a licence valid for a period not exceeding three years which 
will be granted on payment of a compounded fee. A licence in this form may also be 
made valid for the whole of British India and the practice of giving such all-India 
licences haa been encouraged in order to minimIse the inconvenience ot,herwise caused 
to persons who move frequently from one district to another. It should be observed 
that a condition atta~lDg to a licence specially made valid for the whole of British 
India is that its vahdity is subject to such rf'strictions as may hfl imposed by a local 
Government in respect to Its own tf'rritory, e g , countersignature by a l()cal officer of 
a licence granted or renewed by aD officer of ,mother province, ptc., and holelers of 
such licences are advised in their own interests to ascertain, when they havE'! occasion 
to go outside the province in which they originally obtained tLeir licence or 8ubse
quently had it renewed, whether any such restriction A have been imposed in the 
province to whICh they have gone. This information will be readily obtainable from 
the nearest licencing authority in the new province who will alBa, in mo~t cases, he ID 

a position to regularize the licence if this is necessary. 

9. Restrictions on q\lantity of ammunition that may be possessed.
The amount of ammunition for revolvers, pistols and riftps other than '22 boN', which 
the licenB~ is entitled to possess at anyone time or within the period of validity of 
tbe licence WIll be entered on the licence. This amount is determined by local Govern
mentit and all purchasf8 of ammuniti(1D for these weapons must be entered on the 
licence form by the vendor hut thert: is DO necessity for the latter to enter purch8181 
of any other kind of ammunition aD the possession of which there are IIO reetrictioDS 
nor has he any Deed to enter on any form of licen(,e purchasell of any kind of ammuni
tion, other than that for rifles of '303 or '450 bore and revolvers or pistols of '450 bore 
(to effect the purchase of which ammunition possession licences have to be taken out 
even by persona otherwise exempted) made by persons who are exempted flVlV the 
necesaity of taking out liceJlcas. 

10. Journey llcences.-Where a Jicellce is 1'8lid only for the district in which 
it W8II granted and the holder ",ishe, to qarry his wt'lIprns on a journey or in cafe8 
in which the licensee wishes to go on a journf'Y accompanied by his retain era who are 
accoBtomed to beIU' ar~ whet! accompanyins hip! a hcepce ill required fpr lIhich 11 fee 

, 1) 



. , BRIEF JIlXPL~AnON Oll'THE RULES • 

of 4 annu is charged for all weaponB fxcept revolvers or pistols for which a fee of 
Re. 10 i. exacted. These licencee are obtainable from a Commissioner of Police, a 
Di8trict. Magistrate or a Sub·Divillional Magistrate specially empowered to grant tbem 
and 88 the law requires an officer who receives an appllcatlon for a jemrney licence to 
obtain the previous approval to ita grant of the proper authority vf the place of 
residence of the applicant in cases where the latter does not reBide wit.Mn the juris
diction of the officer to whom application is mad1l or is not personally hown to him, 
unless for any special re880n this precaution is considered unnecessary, persons are 
adviBed to allow for the delay that such enquiries must caUBe by submitting tht'ir 
applicationB some time before the actual date of the journey. It should also be noted 
that a journey liQence does not entitle the holder to use the arms covered by it for 
purposes of sport in the courS8 of his journey. A licensee holding a district or a 
provincial licence wishing to proceed to any place outside the district or 'Province for 
sport should have his licence made valid for that place and for the journey thereto or, 
and he is advised to do this, get his licence made valid for the Whole of British India. 

11. Conditions attaching to IIcences.-The conditions attaching to the 
gran~ of any licence are printed on the form itself. These IIhould be carefully noted 
and observed as the infringement of anyone of them con&Jtitutee an offence under the 
Indian Arms Act and renders the holder of the licence liable to prosecution. Promi
nent amongst these conditions are those which require the giving of information forth
with at the nearest police station of the loss or theft of any arms or ammunition and 
the embargo on the taking of arms to a fair, religious procession or other pubho a88em
blage unless specially authorised to do so. 

I!. Renewal of IIcences.-As has already been stated, licences to C07er 
possejsion and going armed are granted for a period of from one to three years. 
When tbis period is nearing expiry, if the anns covered by a licence are still in the 
holder's possession, he should apply for renewal of his licence. Such an application 
should be addreBsed either to the authority who granted the licence or the neafest 
District or Sub-Divisional Magistrate ac('ording to which olllcer's headquarters are 
nearest to the applicant's place of residence for the time being. Production of arms 
is not usnally demanded before a licence is renewed but it should be understood that 
it rests with the licensing authority to demand this if he deems it neceSl1ary. The 
original licence should, of course, accompany all applications for renewal. In many 
oases personal applications will be £Cund most speedy and convenient and are there
fore encouraged where persons reside at headquarters stations or in cities and town8 
but there is no objection to the submission of these applications through the post. 
It has already been stated that fees for renewal are, with one exception, muzzle-loading 
firearms and other arms, half the original fees. In this connection it should be noted, 
however, that licensing authorities have discretiOl1 to levy fees at the original rates in 
respect of Tenewals where the application for renewal- is not received within a month 
following the date of expiry of the licence and where there is no sufficient excuse for 
the delay. 

13. Arrangements for travellers arriving in India by sea.-Private 
individuals frequently wish to import firearms into India ae part of their personal 
Iugg&ge. If a li~nce covering pOBsession in India has been obtained beforehand or 
if a person is one of an exempted class no difficulty arises as on production before the 
Customs authorities of the licence or proof, if required, of exemptioD, the arms can 
at once be clt'ared Bince in those cases no special licence to cover import is nece88ary. 
In the majority of casES, however, concerning non-enmpted persons, the arms are not 
covered by a possession licence and in cases of this kind where a person's final desti
na tion in India is not the port of arrival, a licence covering temporary pOBse88ion 
du ring tbe period of the journey from the port of disembarkation to the place of desti
na tion can be obtained on payment of a fee of Re. 1 per weapon from the Commiuioner 
(If PoIir" (lr Pistrict Magistrate at the port of arrival. 'l'hie will enable an individual 
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to take his weapons with him on his jOllmey upcountry but on arrival at his deati· 
nation he must take out a regular licence in the ordinary way. The objec!tion that 
there may be no time on arrival in which to obtain a temporary licence of the kind 
described from the Commissioner of Police or other authority can easily be met by 
the individual instructing his Agent in advance to obtain this licence on his behaU 
to cover the weapons he is bringing with him and a description of which IIhould be 
furnished to the Agent. The great advantage of this procedure is that the importer 
will be able to proooed at once on hisd'ourney with his weapons in his-pouesaion 
instead of leaving them in ueposit with the Justoms authorities until a proper licence 
covering pouession can be obtained in respect of them. 

14. Rifles, revolvers and pistols of prohibited bores.--Rifles of '303 and 
'450 bores and revolvers or pistols of '450 bore, are not allowed to be imported into 
British India except under the special sanC'tion of the Government of India which i. 
only given for exceptional reasons. This prohibition applies to all weapons the-bore 
of which is of the dimensions given irrespective of the dimenllions of the chamber or 
" lead" and whether, as lllanulactured, Government ammunition can or cannot be used 
in them. Even persons who have been granterl the privilege of exemption have had 
it restricted in this respect to weapons which have been lawfully imported into British 
India and no licensing authority is permitted to give a licence to cover possession of 
such weapODS to Don-exempted persons uIIloiR he is satisfied that they have been law
fully imported. This can oDly be the case if special permillsion has been obtained or 
the weapons were in India before the prohibition against import came into force, i.e., 
in the case of the rifles before January 1901 and of revolvers or pistols before the 
latest Arws Rulf's, those of 1\)24, came into force. To eDsure, however, that persons 
who own such riflPfl lawfully for sporting purposes and revolvers or pistols obtained 
before their import was prohibited may obtain ammunition for the same in reasonable 
qnantities provision bas beeu made iu the Hules to permit of selected dealers being 
allowed to iwport and sell such ammunition to qualified persons, i.e., those who hold' 
licences covering possession of the same . 

• 
15. Export llcences -Private individuals are not required to obtain any 

special licence to cover the export of arms and ammunition which they may dellire to 
take out of the country witu them or send out of India provided these are of a reason
able quantity and their possession in India is coverell either by a lioopee or by 
exemption. 

10 In the Appendix which follows will be found the list of exempted persons 
[printed as Schedule I, 1. A. R., 19~4], of persons entitled to a life certificate, [printed 
below], persons who aro not requir~d to pay fees for possession licences [printed as 
Schedule VII. 1. A. R., W24]. and sp9cimen copies at the licence forms described 
\bove [i.e., Forms Nos. XIV, XVI, XVH, XVIII, XIX and XX in Schedule VIII.] 

Al'P' luI i.r Lilt 'if 1'!'r801!' eli.q~!Jl,' for ld/' I "'/'/!f'C~ ~I! rp'llt't'f of till' (/rln~ in thrir puslr"i(/II t>n the 1.t 
January 1024, provided flpplwat,(U! fur 11lrk a IWel!l'f is made bl!(/I'/! tfw 30U, Ju~e 1924. 
(&'(' pal'flrl"apk 2 of tIle E.rl'ianai,'m of tlu' R"le8 .)-

1. All individual members of the underruentloned classes ",ho were as such exelllPted under 
the Indian Arms Rules, 19011, immediately before the coming into force of the rules ol1920 :-

(a) members of I.my OrdJr of Knighthood i (b) persons holding the Kaiser·i·Hind medal i (r) 
persons holding titles conferred or recognised by the Governor·General in Connell; (d) perllOns 
holding swords aI' other arms received 11.8 gifts from the Governor-General in Connclf or a local 
Government i (p) pe1'13pns holding cert\ficate~ received on the occasion of the a.'sumption of the 
title of Empress of India. by H'!r late Majesty Qneen Victoria; (f) retired officers (other than retired 
Bubordinate, warrant, petty and non-commissianed alllcers) of the Royal Navy and retired British 
and Indian officer!! within the meaning of section 7 (I) and (2) of the Indian Army Act, 1911, In 
zecelpt, Ill! such, of a pen.ion; and (u) landholders and p1()mbers of a MDIlJclpal Board or a Com. 
mittee designated f()r exemptton in any list issued in this behalf of a local Government. 
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2. .All pOl'BOD8 who before the lit dr., of ,January ] 920, had bt:ell &dInittcd ' &8 membe1'8 of tbe 
DI.Mn~f.eh.ed Service Order, the Imperlal tlervic6 Order, the Indian Order of Merit or the Ol'\ler 
of Brltiab India, or had been ",,,,&riled the Victoria 0108& the Military CrOll&, the Distlngulahed Flying 
OrOll, tbe Distinguished Conduct Medal, the Distingn~hed Flying Men&!, th, Long Somce ILnd 
Good <'!onduct Medal-the Volunteer Decoration, the KilI«" Polk'll Medal, the Volunteer Long 
Service Medal or the Indian Dlstmguished Service Hecla!. 

B. Retired officers (other th&n retired subordln&tc, warrant, petty and nO.1-oommissloned 
offic8l'8) of the Royal Navy and reti~cd Brjti~h &nd lndtan officers within the meaning tlf &ection 7 (1) 
'!Iond (2) of .the lndl&ll Army Act, 1911, in receipt, as such, of a pension, who retir~ after the 3i11t 
Dtlcember 1919 and before tile 1st July 1!l21, and are reSident 1II tile Punjab. 

4. Such of the second and thin! elMS Bardars of the Deccan, of the second cl&88 Bardan of 
Ouzmt a.nd of the Mehw8.8i Cb'eftams In tbe Bombay Presidency as were exempted ulider the Indian 
Arms Rules, 11109, and Meherbhan Fattesillg Gumansingh, thfl Chieftoin of Chikall. 

THE INDIAN ARMS BlLL, 1877. 

8tatemeltt of Objects and Reason8, dated the 12tlt December 1877. 

The law relatin~ to arms. ammunition and military SLores has long been 
felt to be in au unsati.,factory stage. 11\ some particulars it has been found 
defective, and on many points it presents difficulties of cOllstruction which might 
.."t anv time prove embarrassing to the Government Ol' entail hardship on innocent 
'persons. 

2. So far back as the year 1870 a Dill was illtroJucml to remedy this state 
of thin.gs; bllt, owing in pa.rt to press of work and in pa.rt to other causes, it 
was allowed to stand over. 

3. The present Bill is in the main a consolidation of the existing law, 
and 80 re-enactment of it in a simpler form with such irpprovements in points 
of detail as the experience of the worlnng of the Arms Act of 186') has shown 
to be desira.ble. On two points only does it propose to introduce changes of any 
importance, 

4. The first of these points is dealt with In section 7, which, taken with 
the second schedule, imposes duties on the importation by sea of arms, and 
parts of arms, etc. Those duties it will be observed, are fixed without reference 
to tbe n1ue of the articles on which they are Imposed, and thllY are so fixed and 
pitched, a.t what may seem a.t first SIght ,to be high rates, expressly with a. 
view to I?heck the impurtation of a chea.p class of al'm~, the importation of whICh 
has of late yea.rs largely inC\'~Q.sed. • 

I), Such arms cannot from tlleir inferior make, be intended for sporting 
purposee. and there is l'eaRon to suspect that a considerable proportion of them 
finds its way into the hands of the criminal classes in the interior of the country 
or of the hostile ttibes on our frontiers. It ha.s boon f(lund very difficult to 
prevent the traDAi. of 8uch arms from' the sea-ports into the interior of the 
country and towards the frontiers whl'n once they were import~d. and it is 
believed that the simplest method of checking- their importation, and the method 
beet calculated to int~fere with the legitima.te trade in arms of a superior olass, 
is to impose an uniform duty of the nature proposed. 

6. The other point in which the Bill goes to introduce a material change 
in the existing law is that of the possession of at'm8, At present the mere 
poMession of &l'1lUI is pruhibited' only in certa.in provinces, which, to UI(l the 
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la.njrllage or Act XXXI of 1860, bave been II disa.rmed" Throughout the reat 
of the I,',ountry, though no person can go armed or carry arms except under .. 
8~ial exemption or by virtue of a license, the mere p()ssession of arms other 
than cannOD is not restricted. 

7. Now there is good reaSOD to believe tha.t this oomplete absence of 
restriction in the distriots which bave not been disarmed has led to the law 
prohibiting the transpo,rt of arms and the export of arms acrosl the frontiers 
being I'xtensively evaded. As lon~ as all perSOD! indiscriminately may have 
arms in their possession to any amount they please in the districts which have 
not been disarmed, it is practically impossible to pre~ent such arms being paseed 
on to the disarmed districts, to the predatory cla.sses in Na.tive States, and to the 
hostile tribes on our frontiers. 

The only remedy seems to be to pla.ce Lhe possession of arms througbout 
the whole of\Britilih lndia under control aud thiS it is prllposed to do by section 
11 of the Bill, which requirel a.1l such posses~ion to be under a liceose. 

8, It will, however, be observed that ample safeg-uards al'e provided to 
prevent this plOhlbition pressing unfairly against respectable persons desiring 
tl) possess arms for legitimate purposes. Sectioo 11 allows a period of three 
months after th!' Bill becomes law within which the possession of arms in the' 
districts not hitherto disarmed will not be illegal, and during which any person 
in such districts can apply for a license; section 25 ena.cts that in the8e district. 
no person shall be pl'osecnted for possessing a.rms without the prevIous sanction 
of the Magistrate of the District; section 26 imposes speCla.} and very stringent 
condition on searches for a.rms; and lastly, under section 28, the Government may 
exempt any c1a.ss of persons from the operation of the prohibitiou altogether. 

9. On the who~e it may be safely affirmed that, with a system of licenses 
granted either without charge Ot' on the pa.yment of small fec!!, and in cases 
where it is sa.fe so to gra.nt them for reasunahly lon~ periods the B,1l will not, 
as regards the possession of arms, materially afftlct the position of any person to 
whom the right to pOSSQss arms can, with a due regard to the puhlic peace and 
safety, be conceded. 

10, It need only be added that section :3 of the Bill maintains in force 
all eXE'D1ptions granted ttoder the present law. 
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• 
THE INDIAN ARMS ACT, Xl OF 1878. [15(4 March 1878.] 

[As AMINDKD BY ACT XX OF 1919 .lND AOT XLIX OP 1920.] 

An Act to consulidate and amend the law relating to Arms, Ammunition 
and Military Stores. 

Whereas it IS e~pedient to consolida.te a.nd amend the la.w relating to 

Preamble. 

Short title. 
Local extent. 

arms, ammunit.ion and military stores j it is hereby enacted 
as follows:-

1.-Prelimillary 

1. This Act may be called the Indian Arms Act} 
1878; and it extends to the whole of British India 

NOTES. 

II Britllh India" shll,ll mean &11 tt>rritorieh and places within His MajeRty'. dominions whirh are 
tor the time being governed by Hiq M&Jesty through Governor·General or India or througb any 
Governor or other officer subordinate to the Governor·General of India. (Vide sec. 3 (7), General 
Clauses Act X of 1897.) 

Savings. Bat nothing herein contained shall apply to-

, (a) arms, ammunition or military stores on board any sea-going vessel and 
forming part of her ordinary arma.ment or equipment, or 

(61 the manufacture, conversion, Bale, import, export, transport, bearing or 
possession of armB, ammllnition or military Bt.ores by order of the Government or 
by a pll?lic servant [or a member of ei~~er of the forces conlJtituf:ed by the Indian 
Territorial Force Act, ]920, or the Auxdl8.ry For~ Act, 1920) In the CQIU'Ie of 
bis duty as such public servant or Qlember, 
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NOTES. 

(1) Thiuectiou W&II amended by Act XLIX of 11120, and the words :'or .. member of t!ftbe~,of the 
tqrceseonstUuted by. Indian Territorial l<'orce Act, IhO, or tht' Auxiliary Fo~~ Act, 1920 WeI'll 
Il1b1i~ituttd {or the "Rordl! .. or .. volunteer enrolled under the "'Vwllnteet'll Act, 1869, Under mle 4.6 (18) 
8lld lIClhednle VII .. any penon wbo Wall enrolled all a member of II ()Orp!i of Volunteer. under the 
Ind!a.11 Volunteers Act, 1869," Is however entitled to I'btam a licence In Foral XV 1 free of Ucenlle 
fee. 

(\I) Any person can POFlS\l8S, etc., a.rme, etc., In course of his duty-but beads 0' departments 
a.re prohibited from gra.ntlng permits or pal!lle8 to their Aubordinates to carry arms not requite<! fol' 
duty. (India letter No. 1594 dated the 7th October 1895 ) 

(S) Arm~ carried or p0R8el'Aed by officer. of Government as part of their ~ulpment and armH 
8upplied by Government to subordinates of Gonrnment depa.rtmentll to be CB.med. or pOl!l!6SSed by 
tllem for their protection in the execution of theIr duty, a.re not required to be bCl'nRed. Under 
claUtlt! (6) of Hl!Ction 1 01 the Indian Arm- Act, notbing In the Act or rulCR a.pplie~ to the bea.rmg or 
p<lIlIleIllI{on of ~uch I\rmR by Rucb personR. (lTtd1a No. 1246, datfll tltt 16th Octuber, 1919, a7fd Nu.1171, 
tl4t~tl tilt 17tk May. 1921. 

(.) The G.-G. in C. b6/00 decided that the following arms _hall compri~ the equipment of the 
officer of the Army or Royal Air Force for the pllrpo~e of this sectiOll. 

1 sword 

Officen. hoMing CommI""ion~ from 
His Maje.ty the King. 

Officers holding CommisRion. flom 
Hi~ Excellency the Viceroy. 

1 Hword. 

• 
1 revol ver and one 

pistol. 

I Of no ~peC1al pattern but must} 
I take Govt ammunition of '455 
\ borc. 

1 re'7oIver (Webley "55 bore). 

1 Dirk 
1 Skeen Dhu 

~ Highland Regiments only 
~ 1 Kukri (Gurkha and GarhwaU 

•• , ~ Regiments only). 

(Illdia l~tter No. F. 21-XXX-23 i/lIfrd. flit IMh MA,.dl, 192{.) 
(1\) The Government of lndia have decidetl that officer. of the Army or Royal Air F-ol"ee 

• holding commiSl;ions botb from Hi. Majer,ty thp King and His Eltcellenc), the Viceroy are entitled 
to be In posseBi'Ion as pllrt of th'Cl1 equipment for the purpoRe~ of section 1 (b) of the Arms Art, of 
two swords. ODe Fvll J1res~ Pattern Rnd the FIeld Service Pattern, when so required by the "DrCAA 
Begula.tions for the Army." (India No. F·21·XXX·23 dated the 15tb October 1921.) 

(6) The G.·G. in C. ha~ decided that the followIng a.rms liliaU compnse the equipment of am 
officer of t he Royal Navy and o[ th~ Royal indian Marine for thc purpo8e~ of sectlou 1 (b) of 
the Indian Arms Act, 1818 ;-

1 sword. 

I rlfle-S08 SMLE, Mark III or IU-. 
I pistol-of no special pattern. 

(India. No. [I'·21·XXX.29 dated the 20th October 1924.) 

(7) An overse.r or villale pOl1mjln_ who, under instructions from his superior arrial! tbe 
nece8llllry 'Weapon "I~ the cour8~ of his duty" aR overseer or postman, is protected by seciion 1 (b) of 
thtl Act from the prohIbitions of the Act, and any _peefal cltemption of these officers a.ppears to be 
untlect8lary. (B~m'nay Resn. No. 8340, dated the 11th Dec. 190f.) 

(8) No liC&D~ 'A required for the export of arms, ammunition or military storee i88ued to 
Native Statu from British araenals UDder the orders of Government. Each consIgnment however 
should be covered by /I certificate signed by the offirer in cha.rge of the arsena.l, to the effect that it 18 
ezported by order of Government under seetion 1 (b). (India No. 1816 I., dated tbe 2nd June 189t) 
and 2930 .. da.t.ed the 5th Feb. 1920.) 

(9) Lead-cutting aword, imported by Native Cavalry regiments are under section 1 (bl of 
the Arms Act exempt from the opera.t!on of the Act. (Indio. letter No. 869-878 dated tbtl 29th 
M~b1~D ' 

(10) A. .. word or limil.r weapon used In marriar;8 procession In Sind may be carried free 
of Ilcence fee with the permillion of the 10n.l Magl~trate but it ~houkl be borrowed from a penoo 
hoidlolt a licence and the name of ~be hcence·bolder ~bould he st,.ted ill the application. (India 
letter No. 1641, dv.ted tbll!8tb .luI" II\AA\ 
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(111 In tbe District of Poona Kat,ars Of small daggers which are IIAed In marriage proceniOOB 
are ellclurled from the operation of the Arms Act. (Bombay Notn No. 3563, dated the 4th May 1891). 

(12) There are no 8uitfcient reasons iorgrllnting the exemption applied for (in re~ped of Katyan. 
In the districts of Ratnagiri and Naslk, but in the opinion of Government t~e necessltltlR of such 
cases can be met, if District Magtstrates arrange for Chief Constables to keep a certain numbel' of 
these daggers and to issue them, eIther gratis or on payment of a small fee, fOf usc in marriage 
pl'OCelllllons. (Bombay ReslI, No. 8121, dated the 8th Novr. 11197) 

(13). ExplOSive, required by a publio servant in the coul'!;e of hl~ duty as queh are, under 8. 2 
(b), exempt from the operatioll of the Act and no license IS therefore necesl>Bry for theIr Importation. 
(India letter No. 445 dated the 7th 1<eb. 1908.) 

(14). A license granted under the In,lian Explobive~ Act (IV of 1884), for the manufacture, 
pO!ISeBBion, sale, transport, or impOlt.a.tlOn of an explOSive may be given the effect of a hk6liccllse 
granted under the IllllIan Alms Act, 1878 (S. ]5 of the Jndu\u Jlxplo8lVes l\ct J8~4, IV of 188!.) 

(15). I. 9 Bom. 618.-Wala Hiraji v. Hira Patel-The aale of arm I b.y the naEfr of tbe COUIt. 

in execution of a decree lij a sale by a pu.lllic "ervant III dlRchnrge of hi" duty and is therefore ex
cluded from tile 0IJelatlOll 01 the Arms Act. It I. expedIent fOI the court orderlllg such Hale to give 
notice of the bale and 01 ~he purchaser b llame and addrCHs as cOlltemplated by" 5 of that Act to tbe 
14agl"trate of \he chstnct Of to thE' pollee officer III cbarge of the ncalcst police ,tallon. 

(16). 28 All. 323.-Luke.-A volunteer, belllg a perholl exempted In vfrtut' ()f a notlfk-ation of 
the (loveillment ot imlia, IS not exempted merelY With referellce to hl~ dutic~ 118 a volunteer, but 
generally subJect to eel'talll exception.. It h thcl'flfore not unlawful for a volunteer to POBSCB8 fire 
arms and to use them. [NOTIl:. Under the Indian Arm' Hule" 1920, voluntcClb nw now le'luired to 
oblalll licenses to POS\Cs~ their JlflVate arm~. V"ir Note (I), page 40) 

2. This Act shall come iuto force 011 tluch day as the Governor Gtlneral 
ComrnenCCDlcllt. m Council by lIfltification in the Gazette of 

[naSI' appoints. 

NOTES 

The Act came mto force on the 1st October 1878. (In'ha llotll. No. llG9 dated the 27th June 
1878.) 

3. On and from that day the enllf'tments mentioned in the first schedule 

kepeal of enRctments hereto annexed shall be I cpf'a\ed to the extent Rpecifiel\ 
in the third column of the said Fchedule. But all 

authorities and permissions given, licenses and (xemptions granted, orders and 
appoiut.ments made, lIotitications Jlubllshed, ami rules, conditlOlls and form!' 
presCl'ilJed under auy enactment hereby repealed, shall be cletlmeu to Vtl respecti vc
Iy gIVen, granted, made, published and presCi ib\!d und\!l' this Act. 

Aud all suuh authoritlCs, pel'mlssions, licenses and exewptious sball, except 
as otherwise prOVided by this Act, continue ID force for the pel'iod for which 
they may have been given or granted, rellpectlvely, or, where no such period is 
expressly fixed, for one year from the date on wLllch this Act come!! into forc", 
and shall then cease to have effect. 

Interpretation elausc. 4. In this Act, unless there be something 
repugnant in the subject Ot' cJntext,--

II cannon" includes also all llOwilzers, mortars, wall-piectls. mitrailleuses 
and other ordnauce and machine-guns, all pat'ts of the same, and all carriages, 
p'atforms lind appliances for mounting, transporting, and serving the same: 

.. arms n includes firearms, bayonetll, swords, daggers, spears, spear-heads 
and bows and arrows, also cannon and pa.rts of arws, ~nd ma~biner¥ for mapq
facturing arms; 
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IC ammunition " includes .lljo a.11 articles specially desio-oed for torpedo 
.ervioe and submarine mining, rockets, gun-cotton, dynamite~ lithofracleur and 
otber explosive or fulmina.ting material, guu flints, [tun-wads, percussion caps, 
fUI88 ana frio/iou tubes, 8)1 parts of ammunition aad all machinery for mauufac
turing ammunition, but does not include lead, sulphul' or sll.ltpetre ; 

" military stores" in any section of this Acts as applied to any part of 
British India means any military stores to whicb the Governor-General in 
Council may, from time to time, by notification in the Gazette of India, specially 
extend such section in such part, and includes also all lead, 8ulphur, 81lltpetre and 
ether material to which the Govel'Dor-General in Council may from time to time 
80 extend such [!ection : 

II Iiccnse I, means a licenllc granted nnder this Act, anll "licensed" meaDR 
holding aqch license. 

NOTES. 

(1) 14 Cr. L. J -Maung Shwe Thet -Air-gun not adapted for uqe with explosive substanceq 
anll classed II" toys for the purposes of Tariff Act, waR a toyanll did not come witl,in the definitlOlI 
of fIrms. 

(2) 42 Cal 1163.-Harsha Nath Chatterjee -The word • firearms' only means a1'IDS 

that arc fired by means ()f gu npowder 01' other explosive ]<'irearrr'R 8S u,cd in ~ectlOn 14 illclutles 
parts of firenrm 'I.-1 S R. 18.-Wazu Walad Bangar.-Whether 'I palticultu inRtrument jq a 
firearm or not is a question to be delcrmincd according to the fact.s of each t'aFe and the 
cIrcumstance that it is in an ulI~ervICpablc COJlllitioll is not Mufficient to lakp it out of tile category of 
flrearmA -1 Weir, 668-Kulappa Gramani.-A firearm which is defective and otherwise 
un.er'l'iccable is not an fum withlll the meaning of the Apt., and consequently not onc for which 
a \iccn~e nced Lc taken out, evt'n thou~h it might he capable of berng rendercd servkeable ly 
bein~ repaited.-21 Mad 360 Jayaram Reddl and 1923 Lah 617-Karm Din -A revolver
with broken trigger aurl bolts Knll bars for rifles come within tbe definition of II arms ". Whether 
in any particular CMC an instrument IS a firearm or not I~ a question of fact to be determined 
accorllinl( to circumstances, and the circumstance that it IS in unservIceable condition is llOt cOllclu
s!ve-6 Mad 60,-Sidappa -A gun rendered unserviceable by the loss of trigger does not fall 
within the definition of "arms" Po~session of ,uch a weapon without It license is no offence under 
eeetion 19. [21 Mad. 3GO ovel'rulc<1l -12 C. P P L. Cr. B.-Chaitoo Gond -The unservice
able remains of a gun could not be fairly deqcribed as a' fireal rn' within ~h(' meani?!: 
of section 14, and do not l'e'lulle to be protectrd by It license under that ,cchon 1 WeIr, 
668 -Ruool Sahib -A broken un,erviceable gun doe" JlOt fall under the de~cJ'ip~ioll 
of "part of arms" within the Ill ' aning Jf section 4.-12 C P. L. R. Cr 10-Barwar Tell.
A gun barrel so long as It can be usro as a gun-barrel, is an arm within the definition of 
section 4, because it is a part of firellrrn. But it is not 1\" firearm" within the meaning of 
section 14, nol' is it one o[ the other articles mentIoned in the sectioll .-7 Mad. 70 -Vyapuri 
Kangani-A, a gun-barrel a!ld nipple in serviceable condition fall within the definition of 
II arm'" " in ~ectioll 1. the POFSCSBlOlI of such articles. without a licell~c i~ an offence under se<'tiou 
19 (f).-8 N. L R 68.-Dhan Singh.-An 01U fashioned muzzle loading gun-barrel in 
-good condIt ion ancl with the touch-hole in /.:000 order is a firearm within the meaning of So 14. 
Therl'" is nothln~ in R. 14 incousi~tent with s 4. };'Irearms ill S 14 includes parts of fire.rnls-
24 All. 464,-Harpal.-A pistol whIch is out of repair ('anuot be regarded a8 Ii weapon 
for {lifence or defence -6 P R 1908 Cr.-Samiulleh -A revolver even tf it is out of 
repair or Is clogg&d from diRu~e is ItU I arm' and a person in possession of it without 8 license 
is guilty of an offence under 8. 19. 

(3) 640 P.R. 19.13 Cr.-Possession ofa Quackenbush rifle (which fires IIFmaU cartridge charged 
with gunpowder ITl It metal casing and a miniature bullet by means of a sticker worked by a string, 
which is released on pulling the trigger) in the Kohat district is illegal as it falls within the genentl 
expres"on of II arm~ of the kind known as ritles" as given in rule 3 A (b) of the H. D. notiliCD.tipu 
No 3031, dllted the 16th November 1900, and is consequently punishable under 8. 19 (f). 

(4) 7 B. L. R. 840 -Po Ma.-To find out if " certain object is an • arm' the te at is to see 
tbe purpose for which is intended-If It is for domestic or agricultuflll it docs not fall within s. 4.-
2 Lah. 291 Mangal Singh -Whether or not a particular instrument is included in the expression 
• arlDs' depends on the circumstances of the case. 

(5) 26 Ind. Cu. 133.-Qajja.-'I'he definition of "arm." in the Act is neithel' exhaustive 
IIQr altogether happy. 'l'hll mere fact that a weapon is dangerous, and, if used, may probably caUS(! 

" 
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death, does not make it " arms" with in the meaning of s. •. A weapon .consistlng of Q plain 
lathi, a blatle and two moveable screws and 80 cOlltrivtlfi that by loosing the serews the hlade may 
be detached from the shaft made up of tbe lathi, ii lIOt " arm" Ill! defined in s .• , although the 
weapon may be described as a polc·axe. Pole·axe (or Kanta) lR not an ~rm for the purposes of the 
Arms Act. -

(6) S L. B. R., I.-Ebrahim Dawoodji Babi Bawa.-III'lI], ~hc purpOle for which an imple· 
ment iB primarily intended regulateB whether it would, in ordinllo\'y parlance, be spoken of as an arm. 
A pplymg this test, thorp, could be no doubt that the manufacturcl' of the dagger.Shaped knive8 
(known as clasp knives) before the cOllrt intended to Rupply weapons to persons who wanted efficient 
stabbing instrumcnts. Thcy could nut be likely to RefVe any tlome.tic purpose. Under the circum
stances the knives fell within the oefinition j,f lIrms .-1 L. B. R. 271.-Hmat Kyan.-No weapon 
can be held to be an arm within the Act ullle.qq it is Il weapon whioh would ordinarily be 8pok~n 
of as an .. arm" The purpo'lc for which the implement is primarily intended regulates whether 
it w()uld, in ordinary parlance, be spoken ()r a. all arm ann if it is not de~igned for usc as a weapon 
of offencr and defence, although it may be used as Ru~h, tben it is not an" arm." A clasp knife 
does not fall within the ordinary natural mel\tling of the woro! "arm."-L. B R. 1893·1900, 
487.-Nga Po Thin -The purpose for which a weapon i~ carrie,l, cl\nnot be a lIufficient test 
of whether It is an I arID " or not. A clasp knife i~ not a dagger ami i8 not jlcsigncd or suitable 
for warfare. T~crefore it doe~ not come within the definition of armH,-7 Bur. L T. 186.
Me Thin -Though the exhibit knives were stout formidable onei, they could not from their 
appearance be said to have bee1\ primarily manufadurctl with the intention of u,ing them for 
otIence or defence. They arc useful for domestic URC or for cutting ~torks.-61 Oa I &78-
Bishan Singh -Imported certain knil'e8 described &8 hunting knIves and kept ,vilh him. The 
blade taperoo g-ratlually to a point anti was attachod to a cross.i(uardand handle. 0ne edge was 
SfUI.rp up to the guard, the other only at the point. The knife coulll be ll~ed for stahbing aud thru~ting. 
Held, that the instrument fell within thc eategory of lmns.-(In B pfI'lC-Narain' Singh-r~ported in 
thc .. I..earler" of Allahauali of the 10th .Jnne l!l2~, tho H Igh Court, AlIahe.bali, helo that an instru· 
ment which WdS n folding knife of a large size could lIot in common pal'lance be deseriberl as 
dagger. The prim:~r,v Uqe of a dagger \VIIS to stah where R8 tbl~ instrument secmoo to have been 
designed for ordinary u80).-6 L. B R. 130 -Aung Ba.-A cook's knife is not &n arm. 
The accused's ponciuct In manufacturing a sheath for the knife, to enable him to conveniently 
carry it aoout wit 10 him, j!ocs not convert It into an arm, Ilnleqs the rhe.racter ot the 
knife is alterL~1 (".fl.) by !-:rilllling it 80 11S (.') make it double eelged -L. B. 656 of Nga Kya 
Nyo.-A table knife huwevel' cllrnerl or intended to be used is not an "arm "-L. B R., 
Nga Po Tein 1892-1896, Vol 1.-Dalwes, spears altol forks do not come within the definition 
of nJiJitnry storcs in ~. 4 Rnu the luere Poq~CSBion of Buch wea.pon is not a punishable offence in Burma 
under So 19 of the Act. 13u1 going armed with swoldB or spears without 1\ license is punislmble under 
8. 13. 

(8) 6 L. B. R. 207.-Hamyit -A dashe -upyat or thp usunl type ib pIirnarily intended 
far domc~tic and agricultural purpa~eB ann is not an arm within tile meaning of the Arms Act. 

(9) I Weir, 664 -Gangamma -Tllc word' Includes' in s. 4 is clearly not intended to be 
exhaustive. A battle·axe io an ann within the mealling of the Act. 

(10) L B. R., 1893-1900, 320.-Nag Tum Bau-The mCII.nillg uf Dahmyaung ill the Burmese 
tr&nalatiOil of the Anus Act mu. t be limited to the meaumg of dagger. 

(11) L. B R, 1893.1900, 416 -Nag Ne U.-The WOI,I "arms" except 80 far 1\1\ the deftnillon 
expressly Includes other WP"I'OIIR mUl.t he nnder.loo,1 to mean weapons of offence Ruitahlp for use in 
warfare. The Oovernmcnl ot Iml l<\ have, under R 27, the powcr of excluding any (lcscription of arms 
from the operaLlOn of the Act. But the Act does not empower the Government to deflne 
what Is an arm within the meaning of the Act. If anything is Ilot in the opinion o{ the court 
;/oil arm within the meaning of the Act, it i. irnmateri:~l whether the Government have or have not 
e"dllded it from the operation 0[' the Act. Oas of the killd described ill the Government of India 
Notiflcatioll No. 827, datoo the liJth June li'!lI:I, as excluded fl'om the operation of the Act, are not 
arms within the meaning of ~he A<-t and it is therefore unnecessary to cxclude them from the opera· 
tion of the Act (L. B. r:. 1893.1!100, 320.-l'idl' note (10) abave-ot'er-,·uled.) 

(12) 82 P. R. 1913, 01'. 172 -Raila Singh.-The definition of "arms" in the Act is not 
exhnuRtive nnd the tru(' meani~ mllqt he :trrived at hy consideration of circumstances In each case. 
Neither the lengtb, bl'cadth, nor the fOim of the bl",le of Il weapon, nor the hallelle, afford a.ny certain 
teet uf it'! c1~SI<ification AS "arm." Wlilltever enn be u'!Cd liS an instrument of attack or defence, 
anti is not nn orelin"ry implement for ,iomcstic pllrp<)~p., (allq with in the purview of the Act.-IS, P. R, 
1910, Cr,-Sant Singh.-There i. no exhnustive definition in the Arm~ Act of the expreBllion "arms" 
which though necessarily includinl,( tbe articles RllCcified in the ~ection, mo.! also be held to apply to 
other instruments or weapons. Where the eircumstllnces of a case show that a weapon or Instrument 
i8 carried for the purpose of ofi'ooce or defence and not:s an article of d'lrueltic or a.gricultural 
utility there Is no reason why such weapon or instrumeut sheuld not be held to fall within ihe 
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eat.egory of "arms." Thi8 being so, it WI. not nece~!l&r.v to decille in thll case whether the weapon 
found on t.he accused was a ehhavi or A gandala, it beiog immaterial what the nAme, shape or size 
of an instrument i~, but materiAl to determine the use for which it is carrie,! or pnsllCi"Cd.-13 
P. t.. R 1924 -Gahna and 10 P. L. R. 1919-Jlnda -EveryLuln?, Is ehhavl which hu a large 
axe-like blRde curved or otherwise with lin IIrrangement of ring or rings for binding it to the hanlllc, 
and a handle 01 considerable l.ngth Being in po.session of ehhavi Bn<l keeping it hidden iI simply 
punishable under 8. 19 (a). S. 20 is appliC'able only to those ca~ where the import (.r export of an 
arm 11 attempted The question of exclusive possessJon of lin arm asonot be raised for tbe first time 
in appeal.-20 P. R, 1890 Cr.-Keaar Singh.- lIeld that ehhavis may be arms within the 
meaning of the Indian Arms Act, and thl\t a~ the word arms in 8. 4 01 the Act inclLlles pn rts ot 
Ilonns the pOssession of a "ehhavl-head" may amount to possession of arms. 

(13) 1922-Lah, 141.0' Bachlttar Singh -The question whether R sword carried by the 
/LC<'UseU is R Klrpan and therefore exempt from the Act under a Punjab Govt. notifiCdtlon 
depends on the circumstances of the c .. 8e. The burden is upon the accused to prove that lethl\\ 
weapon csrried by bim was a Klrpan within the meaning of the exemption. A sw;>r<l 31 inchea 
long with a blade len¥tb of 22 inches in R simple scabbard was h!'Jd not to be proved a Klrpan.-
8. Lah 437 -Balta Singh -The exemption only applip. to Kirpans r.ctually in existHnce and 
possesse<i or carried by SikbB and to the manufacture of Kirpans by ~ikh8. A Sikh is not prevented 
by a proviSion in tbe Arms Act, from dealing with Kirpan whicb hc rOSBes"~s Rny way he like', 
bill he is not exempted by the entry in :4chedulc J [ from tbe operation of the prollibit.ion a8 to 
manufacture contaitled in section 5 of the Act. 

(U) 88 P R. 1889. Cr.-Nur Din and Nizam Din.-Accusrd were convil'ted for having 
in their possession sword-hilts bought from tbe time to tunc at 8aleb of 'lId ~tores. They contended 
that s""ord-hilts were not arm. within the meRning of the Act lll'ltl tbat the expression "arms" 
included' part., of arm. ' and that the hilt bei ng part of It sword wa~ an am. 

(15) 34 Cal 749.-Satlsh Chandra Roy -A swordstick is a It sword" within the meat1ing 
of s. 4 of the Act. Neither the lengtb, breldth or thc form of the blade of a weapon, nor the handle 
afford any certain test of its cla"incatlOll ai II arms" Whatevcr can be u~ed a~ an lRRtrumcnt of 
attaCK or defence for cutting as well as for thru~ting and iH not an ordinary implemellt for dome~~ic 
pU'poses fallq within the purview of the Act. 

(16) Cheta -All. Revn. No 517 Sep. 1907 -If Lee Metford bullets were capahle 01' fil 
for use they are ,I partp," of ammunition.-20 P R. 1890, Cr ....,zaman Khan.-Empty eartl id~. 
cases of which the caps havc been exploded ,10 not cOllle nnder tire dcfifllition oC ammunition in the 
Act. An fnMrument for recapping cartridge eM!''' of the Martini Henry rifle i_ not machinery for 
manufacturing ammunition within the meaning of the Aet.-7, Bom, L.R. 474 -Ebrahim 
Allbhoy.-Empty eartrid/?e cases in which the caps have becn exploded come within the 
definition of "ammunition' -32 All 162 -Saldeo Singh and 46 All. I07-Ailadlh.-Empfy 
cartridge easel are ammunition withln the meaning of s. 4 -4 Ind. Cas. 405 -Rangaswami 
Alyar.-Empty cartridge cases fall ""ithin the definition of "ammunitlOll " given in s. 4. There
fore a conviction under B. 19 (a) for the pORsession of Buch caseA i" le~a1. 

(\7) 6 Mad 169.-Suppi.-The manufacture or l'oAsc8bion of fireworks including rockets 
which are mere fireworks, does not come within the prohibition of •. o. Tire rocket> referred to in B, 

4. under the definition of "ammunition" arc war-rockets.-B Mad 202.-Kasim Sahib.-A 
person in {l08seflSion of a quantity of gunpowder without license i_ lIlIble to ponviction under s. 19, 
although h~ may intend to employ the powder in the manufacture of firework8 or otber harmltl8S 
purposes, inaRmuch as gunpowder is a mll.tcrial capl\ble of bemg usen for lturposes of warfare-
18 P. R. 1910 Cr.-Bansidhar.-Patakas which are 'mall packets, wrapped in a pap!'r, of coloured. 
potash mi~ed with small pieces of kankar, and which explode with a slight report when ttJrown 
with force againAt a wall or other hard surface, are not firf'works Within the meaning of the Explosives 
Act. and SO no licen~e is necesRBry for the manuf,\cture or sale of patakas -L. B. R. 1897-1910, 
V. 1.,IS9.-Nga Ve U.-Accused was convicted under s. 5 of the ruleR for the maDufacture, 
pOssession and sale 0; explosives in Burma, for possessin~ an explosive without a license. Held, that 
lioenses under these rulll8 are not required for the possession of explosives of this nature. The rultl.B 
_.re not applicable to the case. But oartridg.s and detonators are "ammunition" as defined in 
8 4 of the Arms Act and the accused migbt properly have been convicted under B. 19 IJ) of that 
Act. 

(1S\ 18 P. R. 1910, Cr.-Sant Singh -Although lead i~ exempt from the operation of 
s ., yet when it b moul.ded into bullets of 20 to 24 bore, it is ammunition within the meaning 
of tbe Mid sectlon The definition of ammunition given in 8. 4, fa Dot exhaustive and the 
question whether a certain article falls within its purview is to be decided according to the 
circumstances of the CBRe. Alia, that, tn a case of technical offence, a nominal lentence is alway. 
quite sufficient to meet the ende of jnstlce .. 
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{l91 Iron droppinSs or pellets (bunda) -Are ammunition (Indil!. No. 16.'J0 dated the 7th 
Oct. 188l).-The Sight of guM and rifles should be regarded as parts of arms. (hldfa 
No. 900 dated the let May 1911) -It Giffard Carbonic Acid Guns" should be trer.ted &II 'arms' 
requiring licences by unprivileged person. (Bombay resoln. No. HBl8 dated the 13th Oot. 1894) -
Amorees are excluded from the operation of the prohibitions and direction of the Act. (Bombay 
resoln. No. 2641 dated the 13th April 1896.) 

II -Man'!facture. Conver8io'/l, and Sale. 

S. No person shll manufacturi>, convert or 8811, or ket>p, offer 0; expol8 
Unlicensed manufacture, for sale, any arms, ammunition or military stores except 

conversion and sale prohi· under a license aud in the mauner and to the extent 
bited. permitted thereby. 

Nothing herein contained shall prevent any person from selling any arms 
or ammunit~n which he lawfnlly possesses for his OWII private use to any person 
who il!l not by any enactment for the time being in force prohibited from posses
sing the same; but every person so selling- arms or ammunition to any person 
other than Il. person entitled to possetls the same by reason of an exemption under 
section 27 of this Act shall, without unnecessary delay, give to the Magi"tr"te of 
the district, or to the officer-in.chat·ge of the nearest police-sta.tioll, notice of the 
sale and of the purchaser's name and address. 

NOTES 

(1) See 9 Bom. 618, Wala Hiraji. note (15) to section I, on paRc II and 6 Mad. 169, Suppl, 
note (17) on page 43.-10 Mad. 131 Bodappa.-A per_on havlllg obtalnccllI. license under the ArmA 
Act, for a match.lock, had the same converted into a percvbRlO1l gUll. He wa~ convwted under 8. 19 
on the ground that the license did not permit him to keep a percussion gun. [h'ld that the accused 
could not be convicted untler that section. 

(2) 12 Mad. 478-Sithlramayya.-There i" notlnnl!' in the Act or rolc" which r'lD~er8 a 
slle of sulphur and ammunitIOn by Igllnt of a 11~f'llse·holrler illegal. 

(3) I Weir 668 -Ylgantiah -The repairing of armb j, not "m(lnufactUlc" within the 
meaning of 5B. 5 and I9(a) 

(4) 16 All. 276 - Tota Ram -The temporary pOAses,ion of a gun by a servant who carries it 
from his master's houRe to the blacksmIth for repairs and by the black.mith for the purpose of l'l'pair 
without a license is not pUnIshable under sectiun 19 

(5) 1 Weir 667.-Venkiah.-A person who applied for perrnl~Rion to Jell 8 gun and di,1 Dot 
obtain 8uch permission was held not pUIlI_hablc under s. 19 (h) when he had Itiven notICe under s. 5(2). 

(6) When a person who repairs arms i~ also a maker of arms, it IS neccs.ary, under the existing 
law, that he shOUld provide himself with a IkcnAe in the latter capacity, so that the prellent question 
practically a:tfect~ per!lOns in the pmition of ordinary blacksmith. or others who may have arms In 
their temporary keeping for purpose~ of repair. It, regard to theRe classes of per_ons, the Governor· 
General in Council is decidedly of opiuioh that it formed no pa.rt of the intentIOn of the Arms Act 
to require llcen~es to he taken out, and His Excellency in Council is accordIngly pleased to direct that 
in future no licemes shaiI be req1lired merely for carrying on the bu~mess of repaiIing arms 
lndill resn No. 69·2039.50 dated the l.ith Dec. 1881) The '!ale of arms, ammunition or military 
st-ores is prohibited except Inder II licence and in the manner and to the extent permitted tb~reby. 
The only erception allowed is ~he sale of alms or ammunition possesscd by a person for his private 
nse, which is permitted snoject to the ob~ervance of certain conditIOns 'pC<'lfied m the second para 
of the section. This exception wO'lld not coyer the case of an agent to whom arms are made oyer 
for I!IIle or (ommission. Sale by an agent in 8u('b circumstances would be illegal except nnder 8. 
Iicence (Burma A. M. Ed. 1922. 135. 

(7) If an officer or soldier wishes to dispose of any arms or ammnnition either by 
private sale or by public auction, he should ascertain that the"would·be-purc~r is a. person entitled 
by law tc. po881188 the llame, and if euch person'8 name does not appear in the omcial Army or 

\ 
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Civil List he should apply to the Magistrate or Deputy Oommiss\olJer of the District or the Loca.l 
PoUtir.al Officer, ae the case may be, for permiSl\ion for tile tranllllCtion to take place. (1. A. R. 12 of 
Srd Jan. 1910). These orders were extended to Civil OfficerR (H. 0 No. 902 <tated the 20th ~'eb 
and No. 6315 dated the 13th Dec. 1901, U. P. G. O. Nos. 111r. <3atcd the 15th April and 1751 dated 
the 1st June 1901.) 

(81 All arms and ammunition and articlc~ of thiR nllturc founel flmollg unclaimed proper tv 
in the poslICs.lon of Railway Companies Rhould be sent to the l1eare.t ma~i"tra.te for sale on the 
underRtan<iing that the sale proceeds will be made over to the railway authoritIIlfS (India letter 
No. 2106 R. T. dated the 3rd Dec. 1908). 

(9) Attention is inviten to N. W. F. T admtn circular letter nated the 30th March lD22 
[I,DeaI Rule~ and (lrderR, N. W. F. P.] on the subject of reporting to the officiah in that province, 
aetails of all salel of armh or ammunition to per>,ons belonging to the province, purchasing arms in 
other provinces. 

III.-Import, Export and Trall8port. 

6. No person shan bring or take by sea or by Ia.nd into or out of British 
India any arms, ammunition 01' military stores except 

Unlicensed importation under a license and in the manner and to thtl extent per
and exportatir1U prohiLited. 

mitted by such license. 

Nothing in tbe first clause of this section extends to arms 'other tban cannon) 
or ammunition imported or eXiJorted in reasonable quanti

Importation and expor.ta. ties for his own private use by any person lawfully entitled 
tion of arms ammunitIOn h . . . b hell t 
for private usc. to possess suc arms or ammullltlOn; ut teo ec or 

of Customs or any other Offiflel' empowered by the L0cal 
Govemment in this hehalf by name or in vit-tne of his office may at any time 
detain such arms or ammunition until ho receives the orders of the Local Govern
ment thereon 

Explanation -Arm~, ammunition and military stores taken from one part of 
.British India to another by sea 01' aCI'03S intervening territory not being part of 
British India, are taken out of and brought into British India, within the moaning 
of this section. 

NOTES. 

(11 In exercise of the powers conferred by R. 19 o[ the Rea Cll<tomq Act, lR78 (VI II of 18781 
ann in Rupersession of the Notn. of the Govt. 01 India in the Dept. of C. aml I, No. 5377 dated the 
26th Jllly 1919. tho G.·G. in C is plea~('d to prohibit :- . 

(I) the bringing by lea or by land in10 Britiqh Indill through the medium of the Post 
Offic. of IIrms, ammunition or milit 11'y stores as ,Iefined In the Indian Arm~ Act, 1878 (Xl of 
1878). 

Plovided that thi, prohibition shall not 'lpply to the bringing of arl11~, ammunition '11' military 
stores Into Bri'i~h Inn!a-

(a) from Be1'[.r, or (b) on behalf of Government. 

(2) the bringing or taking b'y sea or land into or out of British India of arms, ammunition or 
military stores, f\R defined ill the Indian Arms Act, 1878 (XI of 1878), save in accordance with 
the provisioDs of that Act and of tbe rules and orders fot· the time being in force thereunder. (Jndia 
Noh No 2112 dated the 2nd June 1924). 

(2) All articles of the foreign parcel mail imported into India and declared or suspected to 
contain arms and ammunition are scrutinised bv the Cuqtom~ authoritie~ Such artideq as are found 
to have been imported in contravention of the tcrms of Notification No 2112. rlatcd the 2nd June 
1924, are detained by the Customs authorities and dealt with in accordance with the provision of 
section 167 (8) of the Sea Customs Act, 1878 (VllI of 1878), any arm~ that are confiscated under this 
lIOOtlon belnl! dlspOSl'd of in IloCOOrdance ~itb the rules in foroe for the disposal of coufiscaLed weapoos. 
Farcels whioh on ~crlltfny by the Customs authorities are passed by them are handed over to thll 
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po&t·oftiee for delivery to the consignees. Inward foreign articles of the lftfrr mail found to contain 
arms and ammunition are forwarded by tbe post-office of delivery to the cbler port of the Pretlldeney 
or province nearest to that office to be th<>..re made over to the Customs authorities wbo then deal with 
tbem in the m8nnCI above prescribed for the treatment of p8rcel~. The forejloing instructions do not 
restriot in Bny degree the discretionary pOWI'I~ exerciSC<i hy the Customs authorities under the existing 
provisions of the law. (C. and I No. 523·527-17, dated 24th ,January 1!1l1). The transmission of 
arm a aod ammunition in foreign po~tal articles forwarded by other po.tol administrations in open 
transit (a dCI·tll/vert), through the Indja PORt-Office j. prohibited. Articlps of this class sbould be 
returned to the country of origin Tmn~it artiC\l"s of the foreign mad, the contents of which although 
falIing under tbe head of" arms awl ammunition" liB defined in the Indlall Arms Aet, are In them
selves quite harmless may, however, Ilt thp diHcretion of PostmllRtcr-GcllcfRoI be transmitted to their 
destinations. (C. and I. No. 8072-8074-55, dlloted 29th Acpt. 1913.) • 

(3) When arms and ammunition Rorf Bimllltancllu.ly imported, :10 licence under the Arms Act Is 
nece88WY for thc import of arms RlIllllnother, lIlul~r t he Explt,siveR Act, for the import of ammunition, 
irrespecthe of the question whether 11. licencc nnder the Arms Act bH.B heen obtained or 1I0t. (India 
No. 4638, duted the 6th August 190) ) 

( .. ) Any person" lawfully entitled to possess arms" can import into British India or take out 
of the country with him or BeIH) out any arIDS or ammunitiol1, without a.ny spcciRollicencc, provided 
these are of fl'8I'0llahle quantity, are for their per.onal use an,) their pOSilessiol1 ia covcre.l either by a 
lircnce or hy cxemption. (Explaront 1011 of the rules, etc., para. In). The words" lawfully .ntltled to 
possess" apply to per80n~ Iirensctl acrortling to law to pOQ~e8S arm~, as ''Oell as to persons exempted 
from the operation of sections 13 and 14 of the Act, (InniA. No. 181)2, dated the 14th Dec. ]880). 

(6) The exemption in clause 2 of section G cover ollly tbe export of arms and ammunition by II 
privileged person for IllS own per-ouill uqe. not the pXJ)()rt or arms .ntlllmmnnition by other pcople 
for the use of a pnvilpged pen,on. (1ndia iett er No 1327.1., dated the 231'<1 March 1891.) 

(i) The following officers nrc emp()wPl'c<i t o detain arms 811.1 ammuniti on under tbis sectlon

BOMBA Y l'ltERIDENCY -l'olitical RNdent at Aden. (Notn. No. SHi7, dated the 16th 
.June 1879.) 

HENUAL -All lIiagi, trateq ar.d polite officer. not below the grade of Sub-Illfpector (Bengal L. 
It and 0" para. 83). 

ONITED PROVINOER.-Any 1Ili\gibtrate, JURticc of the Pcare, Superintendent, Assistant 
or Deputy Auperintendent (J{ Police and any police officer hein~ not lower in milk tban an officer in 
charge of a pohce statillll. (/}.O.No 22!J:, dated the 27th Feb 1879) 

PUNJAB.-Alll',,!wc-officers 110t below tlle fIIllk of officer-Ill-charge of a statiou. (Notll No. 943. 
uated the lOLh July 1\107.) 

CENTRAL PROVINCES-All Magistrates nnd all ofl1!'ers of the police lJot below the rank ot 
ASSIstant Distnct Superintendent 01 Police. (Notn. No 2j!l!; (n) .Iated tbe 18th Juue 1879) 

N_ W. F. PROVINCE.-All Ma~lstratcb alld all Police officers not below the rank of Officer ill 
change of a station. [Nolll. No. 710a G. dated the 21111 May 1922 J 

(8) ~ Cal. 4:!21 CaUlley-A pcrf!OTl lawfully entitled to p08SC8l! arms and ammunition signing 
the pI'cscnbed certlfieatP- of purchase of the same iu the IIl1me of another WIth an address not his owu 
and thereby deceiving tbe gunsmitb amI the Government and defeating the object of the certificllt~ 
commits forgery: hh, act havmg been done" fraudulently" if not "dishonestly," 

7. Notwithstanding anythin~ contained ill the Sea Customs Act, 1878, 
'.... Sanction of I.ocal Govern- no arms, &lIlmunition or military stores shall be depo

men~ required to ware- sited in any wa.rehouse licensed under section 16 of 
housmg of arms, etc. that Act without tht! sanction of the local Government. 

NOTES. 

The warehouse at Moyapur is declared to be a warehouse for the deposit of ammonltion 
under section 7. The premises of any licensed dealer In arms in Calcutta licensed also as a 
private warehouse onder section 16 of the Sea (Justoms Act, ]878, and approved of In writing 
b] tbe Commissioner of Poliee may he used as II place for the deposit of arms under this BeCtion. 
(Bengal Qovt. noto. dated the ~4t4 March 1879.) 
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8. [Levy oj autie, on arm" etc., imported 6y lea] R,pel/,led by tAl Repealing 
aM Jme"ding Jct 1891 (.:UIoJ 1891). 

9. [Poroer to impose diety on import' by laM.] Rrpealed 6y the Repealing and 
J'1IIendiflg Jct, 1891 (XII of 1891). 

10. The Governor- General in Council may, from time to time, by noti· 
Power to prohibit trans- fication in the Gazette of India,-

port. (a) regulate or prohibit the transport of any desCl'ip
tioD of arms, ammunition or. military stores over the whole of British India or any 
part thereof~ either altogethel' or except under a license and to the extent and in the 
manner permitted by such license, and 

(6) cancel any such notification. 

E.rplanation - Arms, ammunition or military stores transhipped at, a port 
in British India are transported within the meaning of 

T!'allsilipment of arms. this section. 

NOTES. 

0) Although the word" transport" as used in the Indla.n Arms Act, XI of 1878, would in I/o 
certain sense, include every movement from place to place, yet the Govemment of India consiuer that 
looking to the general objects of the Act, and the dIfficulties which might result from construing the 
words in its widest sense it is reasonable to attach to It a more restricted meaning. which it would 
not, perhaps be e8.9y to define precisely, but wbich would ccrtamly not include such movement a. the 
removal of arms from a warehouse to 8. shop in the same town, or the landing of arms imported. 
Undel'such restricted interpretation of the term no licence is required for the removal of ammunition 
from one magazine and wareho~se to lID other in the ~me locality. (India No. 88-2955, dated the 
9th Nov. 1888). 

(2) The Hon'ble the t\dvocate General, Bengal, holds that, in the caRe in question, ths offence 
of tranlporting arms without the requiSIte licence was complete, int6much as the arms had been 
removed or transported from the gunshop to the railway station at Purabscrai: a conviction under 
section 19 (d) of the arm~ Act, a~ it stands, would therefore have been possible, If the accused had 
been charged with the substantIve uffence pUlllshable under that section. (IndIa No. 3007, dated 
the Hth Nov. 1912). 

(3) In order to avoid the possibility of transport licence bcing used more than once, the time 
for whkh snch licences ara valid should invanably be fntered in the proper column of the heence. 
The time allowed, specially in the case of a"lllB, ammunition or military stores licenced for transport 
through any part of British India to the frontier, sLQuld be carefully restricted to such period as may 
be considered reasonable. (Tndla No 44-1737, dated the 23rd Sept. 1879). 

(4) In the transmission of arms, ammunilion and military stores from one British district 
to another through foreign territory the procedure prescribed is that both an export nnd an im. 
port licence in the regular form sbould be taken out-the export licence for the transmlSBJon of the 
conRigument to foreign territory, and the import licence to cover its re·conveyance into BrltlDh terri
tory. Whenever such a case may arise a copy of the origlDallicence for export should be communi· 
catbi to the Magistrate of the place to whIch the consignment is ultimately destined. (lndia 
No. 2864·1, dated the 29th June 1887). 

11. The Local Government, with the previous sanction of the Governor-
Power to establish search- General in Council may, at any places along the boundary

ing statIons. line between British India and foreign territpry and at 
luch disfance within such line as it deems expedient. establish searching-posta 
at which all vessels, carts and baggage animals, and all boxes, bales a.nd packages 
in transit, may be stopped and searched for arms, ammunition and military 
stores by any officer empowered by such Government in this behalf by na~e 
or in virtue of tbis office. 1 
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NOTES. 

Conveyances and baggage belonging to passengel'll are liable to be stopped and searched at 
Sayer statioDs for arms, ammunition an<l military stores. In carrying out this duty the notiflcation 
of exemption and the rules under the ATlD3 Act, 80 far as they relate to the .transit of a.;1lI8. 
ammunitioD and military storeq Sh'lUkl be followed bl the officers of the Land Customs St&tlonl. 
(Madras L. R. and 0., para 6). 

12. When any person is found carrying 01' cOllveying any arms, ammuni-
Arrest of persons con. tion or milita.ry stores, whether oov.ered by a lioense or 

"eying arms, etc., uuder not, iu such mllonoer or under such circumstances 8.iI to 
suspicious circumstanoes. afford just grounds of Sllspicion that the same are being 
carried by him with intent to use them, or that the same ma.y be used, for any 
unlawful purpose, any person may without warrant appl'ehend him and tak\! 
such arml'l, ammuniti,lU or military stores from him. 

Any person so apptehended, aod any arms, ammunition or mili~ry "store. 
Procedure where arrest so ta.ken by a person not being a Magistrate or Polioe

made by pef!KJn not a Mil.' officer, shall be deli veL'ed over as so '11 a~ possible to a 
gistrate 01' Police·officer. Police-officer. 

All persons apprehended by, or deli ..... ered to, a Police·officer, and all arms 
and ammunition seized by or delivered to any snch officer under this section, 
shall be taken without unnecessary delay before a Magistrate. 

117.- GO;l1g armed and p08selsi11.g Artus, etc. 

13 No person sha.ll go armed wiLb any arms except under a license and 
Prohlbit!on of gOingarmoo to the extt!nt and in the manner permitted thereby. _ 

Without license. • Any person so going armed without a license 01' in 
contravention of its provisions JDay be disa.rmed by any Magistrate, Police-officer 
or other person empowered by the Loca.l Government in this behalf by name or by 
virtue of his office. 

NOTES. 

(I) Under ~his section the following ollicer~ !lrc empowered 10 diMarm per~olls golug 
armed withQut a license or in contravention of its provi"ionR :_ 

MADRAS PRERiDENCY,-All Magistrates, PolIce-officers and atli(Jarix in the Malabar 
district. (G, O. No. 467, uated the 5th December 1895)_ 

BOMBAY PRESIDENCY.-The undermentione<l officers of the Forest Department in the 
Northern Division, Southern Division and in Sind Conservators, Deputy Conservators, Assistant 
Oonservators, Extra .Assistaut C~nservators, Hangers, ~'orester~, Forest Guards and Salt Inspectors 
in Bind in virtue of their office. Officers, sepoys and peons of the Salt Department employed on 
the Goa and on the Northern I<'rontiers. (Notus. No 6714 da-teu the '7th Novr. 1879. No. 9355 
dated the 29th Novr, 18112, No. SOI9·A, dated the 8th .June 1889, No. 410 uated the 18th Ja.ny. 1896 
anc:t No. 1082, dated the lith Angt. 190ii) 

UNlT~D PROVLNCEB.-The Conservator of Forests, 1lo11 Deputy and extra Deputy Conser
yators, ASllletall~ Conservator8, and I<;xtra Assistant Conservators (inclnding probationers). Patwaris 
In Jaullsar·Bawar have similar powers. (NotR. No. 3461·Vl·8M3 dated the 4th Sept. 11113.) 

CENTRAl. PROVINCES AND BEl~AR.-All 1<'orest officers not below the flloUk of Assistant 
Conservators and all Revenue oftiears not below the rank of Naib·Tahslldar, (NotD. No. 21195·'\, dated 
the 18th Jane 1895 aDd No. 1853 dated the 7th Aug. 1916.) 

(21 I Weir 663.-Ven katanarayadu.-u Going arm,d" in s. 13 ml'a:18 "carrying arms" 
and a person who gets a license for protection oDly but uses it for sport. is not exempted frolll 
the liability under the Act. 

7 
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(9) I Weir 882.-Koraga.-Section 13 which prohibits 11 porIOn from ., going armed II 
ejHlf!pt under /I lioense is not bound to take ki. liceu.e wIth him whenever he goes. 

(4) L. B. R" 1888.1800, 2M-Nga Shwe TOfl,-A person who appears in a public 
plaoe or issueR from his own property or abode, having about. hi8 per~ou .. weQPon of the !-Ort df.· 
.,-ibed in 8. 4, and not covered by a license, goes armed within ti,e meaning of 8. IS of the Act. 
'l'h. pbl'8.8e "going armed" 18 not to hi! restricted to tne meaning, carrying Ot loearillg arms in 
the manner bsual for the particular weapon ill view. 

(II) U. B. R. 1887·1801, Vol 14 -Nga Tha Byaung- The accused was found in Another 
man's bouse wearing a dagger. He did not allege t1l1\t the dagger was not hIS or that be bad not 
brought it to the bOUlie, On the contrary he specified the purpope for which the dagger was idRued. 
Held, that in the .. bove circumstanceR the accused hRR committed the offence of going armed 
wUh a dagger in contravention of s. 13. 

(6) U. B. R., 1882.1898. Vol. I,I.-Nga Po Tein-Dalwes, spears and forks do not come 
within the term "military stor"" In s.14 and the mere pOA"eS"IOn of such weapons is nut B 
puniAbable offence uncler s. 19. But going nrmed with sworrls or speal's without 1\ license is punish. 
able under 1.13. Search for arm~ would be illegal if It was not ordererl by a Magistrate in pur. 
IIUlUlce of 8. 25. 

14. No person shall have in his possession or under his control any cannon 
or firearms or any ammunition or military stores, except 

Unli('ensed pooAe8siun of under a license and in the mannel' and to the -tent 
firearms. f'tc. "' ... 

permitted thereby 

NOTES. 

(1) S. N. L. R. 63.-Dhan singh -FircarmA in this section includes parts of firearms. 

(2) 291 I. C. 644.-Chaganlpate Chino Basavappa.-Therf' i. no provision in this .ectioo 
requirillll a person to deposit a Hpear. If there is no other ba"is of conviction It i~ iIIegRI. 

'(9) 42 Cal.1168 Harsha Nath Chatterjee.-Possession of parts ~f firearms is prohibited oJy 
tbis lfection read with s. 4 

(') 16 C. W. N. 440 -Akhil Nath Dutt -Where a person kept a gun' for iorne time Rntl 
made it over to another t() keep for him be caunot be convicted under A. 19 

('hmporaT!I provi,io",.)-Repealed ty the Repealing and Amendi1lg Act, 1891 (XIl 
of 1891.) 

15. In any p)ace~ to which section 32, clause 2, of Act No XXXI of 1860 
P088ession of I\rms of applies at the time this Act comes into force or to which 

flny cle.('ription without the Local Government, with the previous sanction of the 
Ii~nsc prohibllRrl in eer- Governor-General in Oouncil, may by notification in the 
tal~ piaet's. local official Gazrtte specially extend this section, no person 

shall havil in bjs "oBselision any arms of any dellCription, except under a liCE'DSe 
and in the maDDer and to tbe extent permitted thereby. 

NOTES. 

(1) Section 32, Olause 2 of Act XXXI of 1880 -In e\'ery such Province, District1 or 
'tllaee M well M ill any Province, D\Atrict or place in whIch 1\11 ol'tler for a general search for arms 
IlIlR been issued and is It ill in operation undPr Act XXVII I of 1857, It shall not be lawful for sny 
per-OIl to have In bis posseAslon any arms of tile description mentlOnecl in flection \'( of thi8 Act, or 
any percu88ion CflJ.I", sulphUl', gunpowder, 01' other ammunitIOn without a Iicen'e, 

(2) SectIOn 15 hilS lJcen extencled to the following pl!ICeR 

In Madras.-Tbe Governor in Co~neil. with the leviou8 ~anctlOn of the Governor·General ill 
COIlt\cil, re&lhes under secti(\n 15, Act Xl of 1878 (Tbe rnLllaa ArmS Act) to extend the provialous of 
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that eectlon to the whole of the Malabar diltrict.-(2) It is therefore bereby notilled fIJI' gnera1 
information, that within the IiQlits of the said district nu person who illJot specified or dembed in 
80bedule I of the Indian AI'IIII Rnles, 1920, 88 exempted, shall trom the date of this lIotlftaatioll 
have In hiM po_ion any arms of any desoription except UQder a Iioence MId in the !DRnner and tu the 
extent permitted by it. (Noto. No. 222 dated tbe Hlh Sep. 1922). 

B~mbay.-Ad.n.-(Notn. No. S~67 doted the 16tb .June 1891).-

The Governor in Council is pleR.~ed to republish Government notification No. 111j dated 19th 
February 1878, wllh tbe additions attached to it by Government rellOiution No. 4378, dated the 18th 
August 1890 ;-

It i" horeby notified, for geneml inform .. ti,lU that the provi'lions of Act XXK( of 1860 (relating 
to the manufactnre, importation and !laIc of /trloe ~nd ammunition and for regulating the "l1ht to 
keep Rnd use the same, and to give the power of diiRrming in certain ca.e~l l1.li modified by Aot VI 
of 1866, aI'C in force in Ihe following pl"ce~, di~tnct~ IIml portions of di~tricts :-

Town Rnd Islan(! of Bombay, 

Districts of Ratnagiri, Po ana, Ahmcdnagar, Satnra, Belganm, Dharwar, 

District 0( Sbolar.., in the following talllhs only :-

(a) Pandharpnr, (b) Bangola. 

DiRtrict of Bijapur (lately Klliangi), in thl: following talnkas only .

(a) flijapllr, (b) Bl\glllkot, (r) Badami, (d) Hungund. 

Kanl\TR, in the following talukns only ;-

(rL) 8npn , (b) Yelh~pur , ((.) Kal'war, (rl) Sirsi, (r.) Riddal>llr, 

NIl-ik in the following tRlukas only ;-

Ca) NII_ik, (b) Igatpul"i, «(') Din.!o .. i, (d) Suinar, (1') Nil'bad, (f) Veola, (q) Chador. 

(2) And that the provi.ionR of Act XXXI of 1860 (relating to the manufactul'll, importation lI.!ld 
Hale of IIrm~ anrlnmmunition, and for regulatmg the right to keep and use tbe Ham~, and te. gIve 
the power of r1iHartning ill ccrtllin ('Il;es a, mouified by Act VI of 1866, are with the exceptlon of 
the I!Cveru.l clau"es of section 32, wbich apply to the disa.rmament of any district, in force in the 
followiug dietrictR and portlbn~ of di8lrict~ ;-

The Province of Sind., vi=, the diltrict~ of Karachi, Hyderabad lind Sbika.rpul', Thllr and Parkar 
and the Upper Smd Frontier. 

DiHtrict8 of Ahmooabad, Rurat, Broach, Kaira, Panch Mahals, ThalIa, Kolab4r.. 

Di.trict of Nasik in the following talukaa only ;-

(a) Malegaon, <b) Nandgaon, (r') Baglan, (d) Kalvan, (e) Peint. 

District of Kanan~, in the followin g tlllukR.8 only :_ 
fll) Kumtn, (b) Honavar. 

Dh,tlict of Kaladgi. in the following lalukas only :_ 

(a) Indi, (Ii) Sirrdgi, (1') lIfuddcbihal, (d) Bagevadi. 

District of Sholapur in the flJlIowing talukas only ;_ 

(a) Sholapur, (b) B&l'si,:<e) M&dh~ (d) Karmala. 

(Notn. No. 391. dated !.he 18th Jan. 1893 and N~n No. 82'l5, dated the 12th Dec. 1898.) 

8ensal. In ex~rcise ot the power conferred by the proviso in column 3 of Item] of tbe table in 
Schedule II, referred to in rule S of the Indian Arms Rules, the Governor in Council is pleased to ret .. in 
the probibitlonR and di~~ion8 contained in IIOOtions ~ and 6 of the Tndian Arms Act, 1878, 'tD erespect. 
of bayonets in all distrIcts In tbe Presidency of Bengal, and to declare tbat no perlOn in this 
Presldency-

(/Z) shall manufacture, convert or sell, or keep, offer or expose for aaJe, 
or <b) IlhaH bring or take by sea or by I .. nd into or ont of this Presidency 

bayonet., except under a licence and In the manner and to tve ex-tent pelimltted thereby. (Bengal 
No. 6611.PI., dated the 2nd March 192.~.) , 
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In excreiAC of the powers conferred by section (6 of the Indian Arms Act, 1818 (Xl of 1878), 
aDd with the previous sanction of the G.·G in C. the Governor lu Connell Is pleased to extend II8Otlon 15 
oi the satn. Act to all districts in Beol!8l and to dtlcla.re that, with eifect from the 9th Ma.rch 1923, no 
person or tbese dlstl'icts shall ha.ve In his pOBSC8sion any arms of any description except under a 
licence and in the manner and to the extent permitted ther.by .-l'fI.vided that except in respect 
IIf bayonets other than those lawfully possessed in virtue of an e10mption uude. Schedule I of the 
Indian Arms Rules, 1920, the above notification shall not affect 1101' apply to any &empti01l granted 
under the Indian Arms Rules, 1920, anrl in force at the said dnte, namely, 9th March 1923. (Bengal 
Notn. No. 187 ·PI., dated the 9th March 1923) 

Punjab -Hazara, Peshawar, Kohat, Bannu, Dera Ismail Khan and Dera Ghzi Khan. (Notll. 
No. 1685 of the 16th Nov. 1900) See also the list of villages printed at the end of the. Indian Arms 
lilules, 1924, and referred to in Schenule IV., (7) (b). (Notn. No. 2460 dated the Brd July 1879.) 

(3) 1 Weir 886 -Fakir Ahmed -The possession of a sword ilr dagger in a place to which 
s. 15 has not been extended is no offence. I 

(~) 1 Weir 666.-KunJa Asari -A persoll haying a sword without a license in .. dlst.rict which 
Is disarmed, but not going armed with it, is no offence under the Act. 

(5) L.B.R., 1872.1892, 426 -Nga Shw8 Hla -The pO~8e88ion of a bayonet without a 
license is not an offence under the Act CX.CC\lt in the district to whien s 15 ruw.been extcllded. 

• (6) 9 Bom, 478-Dodyama Basapa.-Cl. 2. s. 32 of Act XXXI of 1861), relating to 
Lhe manufacture, importatIOn and sale of arms, (lid not apply to the Badjuui Taluka of the 
Kaladgi Collectorate at the time when the Imilan Arm, Art, No Xl of 1878, came into force; 
and the notificatIOn of the Government of Bombay, No 1112 of the 19th Fllbrllll1'Y 187d, which 
declares that the pro\'isioIlB of Act XXXI of 181;0, a. modified hy Act VI of 1866, are in force in 
Badami amongst other places, is !lut an Older of dioarmRmcnt under clanse (1), s. 32 of Act XXXI 
of 1860. In the absenc'{' therefore, of a notification under seetioll Hi of Act X I of 1878, ex.tending 
with the prevIOus sanctlOll of the Governor-General in Conn('i1, the provlsion~ of the section to 
,Badami, the possession of arms without a license m that taluka. is not punisha(Jle under 8. 18. 

(7) 41 Cal 360 -Romesh Chandra -The knowledge of the existence of firearms fonnd III a. 
hut on search should noL, Without further eVidence be imported to any other than the occupier of the 
hut, nor would that presumption operate even against him if it eouln be proved that it WBS possible 
that the Bame might he there without his knowledge -<Vide also 3 C. W N. 394-Kali Nath Singn. 
(Note under So 17.) 

• 
16. (I) Any person possessing arms, ammunition or milital'Y stores the 

In certain cascs arms to poe session whereof haQ
, iu consequeuce of the cancellation 

. be deposited at pohce- or e~pir'y of a license or of an exemption or by the iS~l1e 
stations or with licensed of a notifiration under section 15 or otherwise, become 
dealers. unlawful, shall without unnecessary delay dpposit the 
same eithflr with the offieer-in-chrge of the nearest police-stn.tion or, at his option 
and subtect to such conditions as the Local Government may by rule prescribe, 
with a licenseel dealer. 

(2) When arms, ammunition or military stores have been deposited under 
sub·section (1) or, before the first day of January, 19:W, under the provisioDs of 
any law for the time being in force, the depositor shall, at any time before the 
expiry of such period as the Local Government may hy rule prescribe, be 
entitled- '" 

(a) to recCtive back anything so deposited the posseSSIOn of which by him 
has become lawful, and 

IcH to dispose, or aut~orize dipposal, of any thing so,deposited by saJe or 
otherwise to any person whose possession of the same would be lawful; aDd to 
receive the proceeds of any such sale: 

Provided tha.t nothing in this sub.section shall be deemed to a.uthorize the 
return or disposal of anything the confiscation of wbich hloi been directed under 
IieCtion 24. 
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<S), All tbln~ deposited as· aforesaid and not reLurued or disposed of u~der 
Buh-seot;io!l (2) within the prescribed period therein referred to shall be forfelt.ed 
to .His Majesty. 

(4) (a) The Local Government may make rules eODsi6ten~ with this Act 
for carrying into effect the provisions of this section. 

(b) In particular and 'Without prejudice to the genel·a.1ity of the foregoing 
provision, the Local Government may by rule prescribe-

(.) the conditions subject to which arms, ammunit,ion and military stores 
ma.y be deposited with a licensed dealer, and 

(U) the period a.fter the expiry of which things deposited. as tdoresaid shall 
be forfeited under sub-section (SJ· 

NOTES. 

The following Statement of Objects and Reasons dated the 18t Rep. 1919 was pnblisbe<l 
with the Bill al!lending section of the Act:-

The change'> in the admini·.tration of the Indian Arms Act, 1878 (XI of 1878), which wem 
il.nnouncccl in the Government of India (Home Department) Re,olution No 2126.U, dated the 21~t 
March 1919, arc to come into force on the 18t Jo.nuo.ry 1920. One of the change" i~ 1\ curtailment of 
\h'.! list of exempted persons; I\ud there are probahly a number 'If pel"llon~ 110W in lawful (lOSReHsion 
of armR and ammunition, of which the possC8sion by them will become ulllawful by rea~n of that 
Ilurtailment. It is ncces"ary to Mrnnge for the rliHposal of such I\rms a.m! ammunitioll, and the preHent 
proviRions of the Act are not sufficient for the purpo"e. The Bill ba.~ been fmrned to provide for the 
safe cU8to<ly of Much arm. nnd ammunition, and at the same time to avoid the infliction of lInneceRllllry 
hard8hip, by giving to the former p08'<e~sorA opportunity to diHJloBC of their property by sale or other 
lawful mean •• 

The following HulcB have heon publisheJ by Local GovernJllent}! fur carrying into effect 
tho provisions of section ~ :-

2. Madras G. O. No. 1823, dated the 28th July 1920 -Ill the caw of anllH, amUlunition and 
military stores depoijlted nt police ~tati(Jn8 Ullller ~PctlOli ]5 (I) of tho Act, the GoverllllJellt direct 
that they 8ha1l, if not returned or othrrwi_e cliqpohed of" '\ lthin ulle 1I10lltii fr01ll the dAte of 
their depoHit , he removed to aud lodged at tho head'luartQfH l'olice HtoreH ot the district -
3. With reference to paragraph 3 of G. O. No. 626, Judicial, dated 2:2l1d April 1910, no separnte 
register in the form prescribed therein need he maintained by dealers ~how11lg receipt~ and 
dispouJs of arlDs and ammunition o()casionally received from l'er~OllH who wiHh to etftlct their 
disposal. The register which the dealers are required to maintaiu IIl1l/er rule 1 of the ruloK 
appended to this order mny he utili.led for tho pllrpoBe.-4. The l>i~trict MagistrRtos alld the 
Commissioller of Police, Madras, will furnish the dealers in arms aut! amlllunition. if /lny, 
ill their rcspective jurisdictionb, with a copy of the rules appended to this order alld of the in
structions contained in paragraph 3 above. 

Notification -(1) Every licensed dealer with whom any amlH, utnllluuiti()n or military 
8tOl"eS have been deposited ~hall give to the depositor a receipt aud I!hall euter the necessary 
particulars in a register to be maintkined by the doaler iu the appeoded forlll.*-(2) The licensed 
dealer shall furni~h the UomlllissiollUf of police or the District Magistrate with an extract 
of tIle register on tM day on which each depo&it, return, 8ale or other disposal takes place. 
The officer receiving the extract shall depute an offiesr to check the extract with the dealer's 
register and ioitial each ent7.-(3) The stock on hand with the liceused dealer together with 
the arma, RlDllluuition or mihtary stores deposited with him nodrr sectioll 16 (I) of the Act 
shall not exceed the quantity which he is licensed to p088CS8.-( 4) SUbject to the provision of 
rule 6, any arml!, ammnnition or military stores which are not returned or dispoll6d of under 
section 16 (2) of the Act shall, after the expiration of three yeaTS frolll the date of their , 
deposit, be forfeited to Hie Majesty.-(6) Licensed dealer. Hhall submit at the end of each 
quarter, viz. alBt March, 30th June, 30th September, aod 311t December to the Commill8ioner 
of Police in the city of Madru and elsewhere to the District Magistrate., a statement showing 
the arms, ammunition or Military lItores that have beooDle'liable to forfeiture under rule l4).-
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(61 Arms, ammunition or military stores depOIIitlld by a guardia'n on bebalf of a minor may 
be left in deposit until the expiration of one year frolll the elate of 8ueh minor attaining 
majority when, if the persoll entitled to reC'elve them back or dispoH8 ~f them BS required hy 
I18ction 16 (2) of the Act has not taken the reqUired aotion, they slmll be forfeited to. hi~ 
Majesty. ' 

FOI'm- referred to rule (1) ",bli1!l'. " 

1. 
2. 
3. 

4. 

. 6. 

ReceiptH. 
Date of receipt. 
Kender's name and address in full. 
Particulars of !!ender's exemption or 

licence. 
De!!criptiun of Ilrms with maker's name 

Slid number, if ally. 
De!!cription and qllantity of ammunition 

and military stores. 

Disposal. , 
o. How diRposed of-whether by sale, 

return or other diRposal. 
7 In csse of sale or other diMp0l:l8l-pur. 

chaser's or transferee's nallle alld 
address in full and pal'ticqlars of hi!! 
licence. 

8. In case of return of th~ weapons, da!1l 
of retul'>I aud namc BInd address of 
person to whom scnt. 

9. Date when due for forfeiture. 
10. Remarks. 

Bombay Noln, No. }675, datpd the 20th Feb!!. 1920.-L J~very li(.cnsed uC'aler 'II'itlt 
whom any arlllS, allllllunition or military stores have been depositeci slmll give to the depositor 
a receipt IInu shall maintain a register in the appended form·. A ('opy of the register, certificd 
as a true copy under the signatnre of the IicenHed dealer, shall be forwarded on the last day 
of each quarter, in the City of Bombay to the Commissioner of Poli')e lind elsewhere to the 
District Magistrate -2. Arms, IImmunition or military stores deposited at the pohce stations 
shl\l\, if nut returned or disposed of within one month from tl.e date of thclr de pORi'., he 
lodged at the heac/qnarters police stDres -Provide(! that aI'IIlS 80 deposited and previously 
covered by IIliceoce ill Form XV, Schedule VII to the Iodi,tu AI'IDII Rules, 1920, may, at the 
discretion of the District Magistrate, be lodged at the police station at the headquarters of 
the taluka ill which the police !ltation at which they have been depositcd is sitllated. (ProvNo 
added by G. O. No. 6058, dated the 19th ,lilly 1920).-3 SuhJect to the provisions of rule 7 
any arms, ammunition 01' military stores which are not rcturned or disposed of under ~ccti()11 
16 (2) of the Act, ~hall, after the ('xpiratioll of three ycars from the dllte of their deposit! 
he forfeited to His Majepty -4. The CommiRsioner or Police in the City of Bombay and 
elsewhere the District Magistrate lIIay pre~crihe fectl on payment of which arm~, allllllllnitioD 
and military stores shall be pelw,lically Ollod, cleaned, etc., at the poliec station or head. 
quarters pohce storc~ where they are depositE'd or lodged -5. Licensed dealer shall not 
rcturIJ anllB, allllllunitioll or rnilit<lry stores deposited with them to depositors except in the 
IDsnIler allcl to the extl'llt pCl'Iuitted for the sale of slIch arms, ammullition or military stores 
to 8uch depositors.-6. Licensed dealcr~ shall Rubmit on the 31st of Decemher of each year 
in tbe City of Bombay to the OOllllJlissiouer of PoJice and elbewhere to the District Magistrate, 
a statement showing the arms, alllmllnition and military stores that have become hable to 
forfeiture under rille 3.-7. Al'ms, allllllllliitiou Of nlilitary ~tores depoNited by a guardiall 
Oil hehalf of a minur may hc left in deposit nntil the expiration of one year 1"rolll the date 
of Huch 'minor aftallJing majority when if the person entitled to rccoive them hack or dispoHc 
of them 11.8 prescrihed by section 16 (2) of the Act has not takcn the req lliHite action, they 
shall be forfeited to His Majesty. 

FOJlM.*-[Rule 1]. 

De!oription 
Na.me a.nd Da.te of (No. ete.) of Da.te when Pate and 

deposit. arma, ammuDltion address of due for due for REMA.RKS. 
or military the depositor. forfeiture. disposal. 

storel. , 

1 2 3 4 I 5 6 

I 
----- -_. 
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Bengal.-Letter No. 39 Pl .• dater! the 'Itk .TamlUt'1l1921.-0wners wllo deposit their firearm!! 
and ammunition lor Bafe kpeping with a dealer holding a licence in Form XIII are not ohliged 
t~ renew their p'o~Re~Rion licence, if it expires while the firearm and ammunition 80 depo@jted 
are with the dealer. They may have theil' licence reIl8wed through the dealer or any other 
perRQn authorised oy thelll on thpir behalf, if the licensing lIuthority i~ Ilfepared to renew their 
Iiceooflf:1 in their ahsence. If the licellce is not renewed, the dealp;;continues to pOR8eRs the 
deposited IlrMi'ms and amlTllluitioD on the authority of hill licl'Dee in Form XIII; but the oW1ler 
wil! have to renew hie !irence or obtnin n fresh one, a8 the case mAy he, before he can take 
delivery of the deposited firearllls or ammunition from the dealt1r. A register @hould be 
maintained in tile following Form (Vide Bengal ManulIl pageR 169 an(1 227). 

Register of firearms and nmmunition deposited for Hafp custody (prescrihed under conditi<)Jl 
33 licence Form XIII) 

I 
Number, 

date, Number 
\ Address duration and 

'Date of Name of including If exempted and form desoription How 
village polll'e of lioenoe disposed deposit. arm. station and how. and of arm~ of. 

distriot. authority and 

by whom ammunition. 
I granted. 1 

------- ---- -1----
1 I 2 3 t 5 6 , 

------
I 

--------- 1------
I , 1 

- - ---_. 

1 Any perRon riepo~iting arms, ammunition or military ~tores with a licensed dealer In 
compliance with the provisions of SUb-8l'CtiOIl (ll of section 1/i of the Indian Arms Act, 1878, shall 
Imme<hately inform the Comlhi"ioncr of Policc, Calcutta, amI also, if be be not a resident of Calcutta, 
the Magistrate of the dlRtrict in which he re,ides ~. When II dealer disposes of arms, ammunition or 
miUtary stores 80 deposited. he shall report the fllct to the Commit;sioner of Police, and, if the 
depositor is not a resirient of Calcutta, to the Magistlitte f)[ the ,liHtTlci in which he l'esides. The 
report shall state the name aud address of the depo,ilor, the rill ml"CI', date anrl iSRuing authority of tbe 
liceIlce (if any) under which the arm., ammunition 01' milit.ary RtoreR Wl're held, aud a description of 
the arms, ammunition or military storeR 90ld. 3. A dealer failing to 'lispose of all article 80 deposited 
within one year from the 1st January of the year followin1=: that in which it was depo~ited shall 
deposit the same at the nearest police-station, and Hball at the same time furnish the information 
mentioned in rule 2 j provided thnt in ex('eptional cases the period of one year may be extended by 
the Local Government. 4. All articles depo,iled under sub·section (1) of section 1& of the Act, 
and not returned or di~po~ed of under sub-section (2) of the same section within a year of their 
deposit or within such further period a- may be allowed under rule 3, shall be forfeited to HiH 
Majesty. (Bengal Notn. No. 1:J72 P. J., dated the 12th March 1920.) 

United Provinces No. 1536· VI-841 dated tIle 12th Mal'ch 1920.-(1) Every licensed 
dealer with whom, and every officer in charge of police stations at which, any arms, ammunitiolJ 
or military stores have been deposited shaH affix to each weapon or article a ticket in the form* 
appended, and give to the depositor a ret:-tlil't in the Bllme form, signed loy himself, informing 
the (wpositor at the slime time that the Government will be responsible for the safe custody 
only of the articles aDd not fJr their preservation from rust and decay.-(2) Licensed dealers 
and ofih,ers in chat'ge of police stations with whom any arms, ammunition or military stores 
are deposited shall me.intaiu a register in the appended form.- A copy of the register, certified 
aH a true copy under the signature of the licen8ed dea.ler or of the officer of the police station, 
as the case may be, ehall be forwarded on the last day of each quarter to the District Magis
trate.-(3) Arms, »,mmunition or military stores depo@ited at police station8 shall, if not 
returned or disposed of within one month from the date of their depoRit, be forwarded to the 
headquarters of the district and shall then be kept in the maljilana of the Dietrict Magistrate 
or the Superintendent of Polic., at the discrtltion of thll Magistrate. If depOIIited in the 
Magistrate's malkhanQ, the Nazir shall be responsible for their custod!. and jf deposited in the 

,Superintendent's malkliana, the Court Inspector sball be iIO respdrlsible.-(4) The Court 
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~1I8pector (or the Nazir, 118 the case IUay be) "lulU keep a regillter in which the arme and other 
llrticlee depositerl with them shllll be d~ftl'ribed, and entered under serial ~umhl:r8 aud ~ 
ticket!! IIhall be affixed to them Hhowm~ the tlwuer's name, etc., correspondlUif :WIth tha ~~Iet!' 
in the register.-(o) Subject to the provlslonR of rule 9, any arms, amRlumbon or mIlitary 
IItores which are not returned or disposed of under f!lectiryn 16 (2) of the Aot sball, after the 
e~iratioo of one year from th~ date of their deposit, be f?r£eited to Bie ~~j"ty.-(6) .. The 
Dllltriot Magistrate may prescribe fees on paym,ent of whl!Jh arms, ammuDltion and mIlitary 
storee shall be periodically.oiled, cleaned, etc., at the police etation or ~l~ha"a, w.b~.~ey are 
deposited or lodged.---{7) LIcensed dealers shall not return arms, amrullllltion or mrhtary ,stores 
deposited with them to depositors excep~ in the manner au4- to the extent per/llit~ them for 
the sale of "uoh arms, amlllunitiou or llIi1itary Rtores to Buch depositors.-(8) llcedsed dealers 
and offioers in charge of rnalManas io whieh arm!!, ammunition aod military store!! ~re lodged 
under rule 3 shall submit on the 318t of December of each year to'the District Magistrate a 
8tatement showiog the SrIIlij, allllIluoitioo and military stores that have beco'll,e Tiable to 
forfeiture under rule 0.-(9) Arms, ammunition or military stofee deposited b, a guardian 011 _ 

behalf of a millor may be left in deposit until the expiration.of one year from t~ date"o~ slloh 
minor attaining majority when, if the person entitled to receive them ba.c~ or ~lspo8e of them 
as prescribed by section 16 (2) of the Act has 110t taken the requIsite actlO[I, they shall be 
forfeited to His ~aje!!ty. 

FORMO [Rules 1 and 2.] 

Date of Deposit. 
Description (no., eto.) Na.me and Date when due Date and method of arms, ammunitioo address of for forfeiture. of disposal. Bemarb. 

or military ~tore8 . depositor. 

- - I 

1 2 3 4. :; 8 
---

• 

I 
. 

E",cept~.-In tile ~Imora distriot, ,arms deposited under the Aot may be retained in tahsil 
maU,/ta'lla m.tead of belng sent to the headquarter'. maLkhana; and the statement preaeribed by 
olaule 8 above should be submitted by the naib na.zir of each tahsil to tho Deputy Commissioner of 
Umora throu~h the tahsildar or peBh1.:/11·. lG. O. no. 5661/Vr-dated the 17th November, 1920.) 

Punjab Notn. No. 15480, doted the lOth Jlay 1922 -1. (i) Arms and ammunition the 
pos8es!liol1 of which has become unlawful, mav be depOHited with such licensed dealers olJl~ as 
possess a supplementary hcense from the Local Government in the form attachod to these 
rul(\~. (ii) S~ICh licenses may he grante? by the-District Magistrate of the district in which 
apphoaut reSIdes ~ the holder of a license in form VIII, IX, X or XI in schedule VII 
attached to ~he l'1dln.n Arnl' Rules, 1920 [forms IX, X, XI or XII in schedule VII[ attao\led 
to th? I.odu:m A~m8 Rules, 1924 ':-2: 'Fhe rI:positer sl!all, withi~ a waek of deposit, deliver to 
the DUltl'let Mag:lstfate of .the alBtrlct In which he lesldes a reoelpt obtained from the licensed 
deal~r for the artICles depos!ted.-8 Arms, ammu.nition or military stores depositl'd under 
se~tlOn .16 (1) of the IudlRn Arms Act, 1878, With an officer.in.oharge of a Polioe station or 
With a heens. d d~aler shal~ be forfeited to. H i.B Majea~y on the termioatioo I,f one year from 
the date ~f depOSit Provld~d that tbe District MagIstrate of the district 1n which the artioles 
are depOSIted may from speCial reasons extend this period by not more than six mOQth~ or 
where the articles are deposited in cOlisequeol'e of the deopase of the owner aod the a'rtiole~ ar~ 
inherited by a minor, uIltil the termination (1f the inheritor's minority. I 



,' , 

.. . , , .......... " FORM. (Rule 1), 
·.·/'r¥,'ilf:iW:')-. 
" ' }tl3he!i.forthe p08ession b1:1i~ns&lllealel'tl o~. arDl8ora.mItlIlDitiol1 .de~tI!dli1t~ 
oWMi'1fIItlers8ctioll'16 of the loninn Arms Act, 187g, as amepded by A~t XXC)lI919~, ... ".1: 

N~t,d~on 
· .. dreaideuee of 
. lieenttee; 

VU(}rilltion 
illf arms or 

,mmuottion, 

Plaae (with 
description) 

'IV here a.rtiolea a.ro 
to be kept: 

. Period. tor .bioh 
theUoelUei. 

'I'aHd, 

1 

'.1 
I .--- --"-----1-----1 

2 I 3 

The of 19 , 

...... --.. 1------1------.... ..---

I 

I 

COtldi tian8, 
Diatl'ict l/agi8t1'ate of/he /)i.trici. 

t 

1, Thl~ licence is gmuterlBuhject to all the provisions of the Indian Arms Act, 1878, and 
of tM Indian Arlns Rultls, 1920 [19~4.J -2. It covers firms of the description gh'en ill COIUlOll 
~ only KO lOll); fl8 they aro kopt in the plilce doscribed in oolullln 3, but does not authorise the 
licensee. IiI to go armed, (ii) to k~ep arm, or ammunition whioh are the property of 
Govorument -3. 'rho licensee shall rnaiutlliu Il rogister of all arms or ammunition in hili 

,.possession under this license, showing the name, description and residence of 'the licen8ee, the 
. description of the IlrlllS and ammunition, and the date of deposit.-4. To every depositor the 
licensee shall give It receipt in duplicate containing the particulars mentioned in ()(Judltion S 
and shall himself Bend a copy of the entry in his regiHter to the oHicel' in·charge of the Dearest 
police station.- 5. He shall exhibit suoh arum and his regist'lr on the demand of any 
Magistra~e br, Any police· officer of a rank not helow that of Inspector.-6. The Iioell_ee ahall 
fqrtbwith give ilJf()rmntion \t the nearest poli(,e-station of the loss or theft of allY arms covered 
by'the license.-7. On the termination of one year from the dllte or d£posit, if the arms or 
ammunition have neither been returned nor disposed of uuder section 16 (2) of the Indian 
Al"lnB Act, 1878, the !icen~e(l shall inforlll the District MagiRtrate of that fact, and ahlll deal 
with the arms or amlllunition according to hi~ orders. a 

,Bihar and Orissa. Notificatioll No. 636 P. R" dated tlte 17th May 1920.-1. Every 
licensed dealer with whom lilly arms, IIIUIIIUlJi tion or IUilital'y stores have been deposited shall 
give to 11111 depositor a receipt and shall maintain Il register in the appended fonn.. He .haJJ 
'forward on' the last day of each quarter to the District Magistrate a copy of the register oerti
~ed as a true copy under bis own signature.-2. Arms, ammunition or l~litaryBtores depo
sited at police station shall, if Dot returned or dispo8od of within one month from the date of 
their deposit, be lodged at the head-quarters Court Police Office.-3. Subject to the provisioDs 

. tit rule 7 apyarms, ammunition 01' military stores which Ilrc not returned or disposed ofn.nder 
section 16 (2) of the Act shall, after th6 expiration of three years frolIl the date of their 
deP1;>l'lt\ be forfeited to His Majesty -4, The District Magistrate lIlay prescribe feel on 
pailllent ofwhic/:l arlll5.llmlllunition or llliJitary Btore~ shall be periodically oiled, oleaned, etc.,' 
at the police station or hlladquluters Court Polioe O/liCtl where they are deposited or lodged._ 
5~Licen8ed dealers shall not return arms, ammnnition or military 8tOtes depo8ited with them 
tod,e{Jomorsor per.voD8·OU whose behalf the deposits have been made exc6p't ill_hoIManet 

··,n.nd to the extent permitted. th"llll for the sale of such o.rmH, o.mmullitioll or Inllitarr Rtorea t!Jo,' 
sucb ~PlJllitors or .sllch persons aforesaid as the case IUI~y be.-S. Licensed dealen.LIh.n.ul).; 
mit 9(htlieSlst of Decelllbe~ of ea.ch year to the District Magistrate, 0. BtatemeDt showing . the' 
a.ril)s., ,"In.munition and military IItlJres that have !lecome liable to forfeiture underr!Jle~;
'1+ A'i;lllli;ammunitioa Of militarYltores deposited by a guardian on behalf of & 11lhlorm..Y'De 

;1 .. ~tipdef>&8ituDtilthe eltpir~tit)n6f olle year (rom the dllote on which such tniMl'&ttam.J]i1 
! !'M4~t~~~hen,.if the pereODf'lltitledto receive them b.8?k Of}ftspOIle of tbeql .. ".;,p~8Cljblid 
': ~I~~~Q ' l~ (2)ofthe AIot ballQot takeQ the reqUISIte lCilo!) they .haQ~tortJl,tedwm. 
,.L!'·'~r~ 



• 

\ 

FORM.· [Rule 1 i 
..... t; 

I n.te of 
De.ICrfptlOll (No. Name and Date 'Wben 1l&te nod etc.) 01 A nus, addreflllof the due for mptbor\ of it IUlAaK8. depoalt. ammuilition Of, depositor. forlt>ltlll"& tlbJlOllLl. Military Stores 

I j S 4 ----5 --I 6 
~------.-..--. -----

--------- -- -----

OMItral Provlncl'. Notfll No 291·199- VI. (298-199- VI.l the 1st August 1922 -(1) 
Every lioensed dealer with whom Bny Br1ll8, ammunitIOn or military stores Have been dE'poaited 
mall give to the depositor a receipt and shall maintain a regil>ter in the appended form * 
A copy of the register. certified a8 II true copy under the signature of the licenced dealer, 
&hall be forwarded on the last day of each qnarter to the DiE'trict Magistrate. (S) ArrnK. 
ammunition or military store8 deposited at police 8tlltionR RhalJ, if not returned or diMposerl of 
within three months frolll the date of tlJeh' depoRit, be lodged in the Nnzarat.-(S) Subject to the 
provisiolls of rille 7, IIny arlllR, ammunition or militllry storeij which are not retm'ned -or dispotled 
of UIlder Bection 16 (2) of the Act shall, after the expiration of three years froro the date of 
their deposit, be forfeited to His Majesty.-(4) The District Magisbate may prCI!()I'lbe feell, on 
payment of "hich arIDs. ammunition and military stores shall be periodically oiled, oleaherl, 
eto. at the Nazarat, where they are deposited or lodged.-(5) Lioenced dealers shall not l'etllln 
arIDS, AUllIIllDitill11 or military stores deposited with them to depositors exoept in the mannlll' aDd 
to the extent permitted them f[ll' the sale of stich arms, alllmunition or lnihtary stores to auch 
depositOl'II.-(6) Licenced dealers shall aulJllllt, 011 the 31st of Decemher of each year, to the 
Di.trict Magistrate, a ~tateruent showing the arms, ammunition Illld military stores that have 
'leCOme liahle to forfeiture nnder rule 3 -(7) A rills, ammunition'llr IIIiirtary stores df'pollited 
hy a guaNlian 011 hebalf of a minor may be left in deposit until the expiratiou of one year 
fr{,m the rlnte of slIch minor IIttaining majority, \I hen, if the person entitled to receive them 
back or dispose of them as prescrihed by section 16 (2) of the Act hn!! nut taken the requisite 
al'tioll, they shall be forfeited to Ilis Ml\jesty. 

FORM.· [Hille 1.] 

I Deeoription (No., l\a.me ~lld I 
I addrell~ of tlle Date wben due Date and Date of etc.) of arml, 

depoSItor and for forfeiture. metbod of Rems.rkl. deposit. ammunition or partioulars of waposal. military .tarea. tbe hcenoo. 
- -------- ------

1 2 3 4 5 6 1------
r 

, 
------

When ~y arms, ammunition or military stotes are deposited ullder section 14 or 16 of 
Act XI of 1878 as amended by Act XX of 1919 at a police station • 

• v.tJ~-pttaIt of 1..- It pol!oe the officer in charge of su('b station shall give the depolitor _ 
. receipt signed by him8elf. 

If within 60 daya from the date of deposit the owner bils to produce a licence autborial~1lI 
hilll to take polltleRilion of thelll, the ~rm", ammunitinn, and military stores shall be for"'arded 
to the ~l~dquariel'!l o~ the disttict. wl~ere they shall be ~ept in Sllch lafa pl~oe .a the Deputl 
CODt1JPlI8tODer mar dtr~t. -
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AJI .... U8. etc .• depoeited UDd4lr_otioO It or 16 will be at the owner', risk, aDd Government 
~U DOt be liable for any iojury they may receive. (C. p. L. R. aDd 0., P. 200.) 

{NOrll.-slmilar'IUltIA\'e beIln framed for Bela. un4.r llotlbtloo No. 1118-11t "14at.e4 lb8111i ~ur. 11m.] 

ODore. Not'lt. No. 53 dated the 27th M,.rch 1921 -Pl'68Cribe8 ruIeIl ,imilar to tho Madr .. 
Rilles, on p~, 63 aBU. • 

V. Lt~{!"ee, 

17 . The Governor·General in CouDcil may, from time to time by noti6oation 
. in the {}azt!t/e' of [nJill, make rll1e8 to determine the office,.. 

Power to make rules by whom, thfl form in which Itud the terms nnd oonditioll', 
a.8 to licenses, d b' b' h l' h 11 be t d OD an su Ject to w lC any loen8e I a gran e i 
and may by sllch rulea among other matters-

(a) fix the period for which such licen8e shall continue in force; 

(6) fix ~ fee payabl" by stamp or otherwise in r('spect of any IIllch Iicenae 
granted in a place to which section 32, clause 2 of Act No XXXI of 1860, 
appliell at the time this Act ('omps into force, or in re!lpect of any sucb lioense , 
ot.ber than a license for possess iOIl ~ranted in any otber place; 

(c) direct that the holder of any such license other than a license for 
posaes8ion shall keep a record or account, in 8uch form a. the Local Government 
may prescribe, of anytbing done under such license, and exhibit such record or 
account when called upon by an offi~er of Government to do 80 ; 

(d) empower a.ny officer of Government. to enter and inspect any premilell 
in which arms, ammunition or military stores are manufactured or kept by any 
person bolding a license or the description referred ~o in Bection I) or section 8 ; 

• 
(It) direct tha.t any Buch person sball exhibit the entire stock of arm., 

ammunition and military "tores ill hi, possession Ol' under his c[)ntrol to ."Y 
officer of Government so empowered; and 

(1) require the person holdin~ any license or acting onder any liceuse to 
produce the same .nd to produce or account for the arms, ammnnition Of. military 
atores covered by the same whcll calletl upon by an officer of Govemment 
so to do. 

NOTES 

(I) 24Q.0 C Mahomed Ibrahim -20 Cal 444-Kilhunwa -The Act doe' not require 
a person who holdt5 the IIcen,e for a gun or auy othel weapon to carry it 00 hie perllOD 
whenever he has the weflpOIl with bim. If. on heiol!: required to produce it he 18 prepared 
to do 110 on a I'easolldhle opp'lrtllntty being ~iven him to get, and if it exi~tB, he should not 
be pro8ecuted, and, if rrosecllted, the produ('tion of the licence at the trial is a 8ufficient 
anawer to the chlLrge 0 mfrlllgiug tho A"t. 

(I) 8 C W. N. S94.-Kali Nath Singh. -An order e"tendlnJ the time of renl.."alof 
lieeoc811 bas the effect of keepiug )jounce previously granted practICally ill foroe and a pet'1OIl 
oaooot be oonviated UDder S ) l' (f) f or a breach of it. provision within the extended time. 

Oaooelliug and Gspen· 18 Any license may be cancelled or BUlpended-
eloa ~ lfcenae. 

• (II) by the officer by whom the same was granted, or by .. ny authority to 
which be may be Bllbordiuate, or by any Ml4liltrate of Il district., or Commit
eiOll« of Police itl • Preaideooy t.oWD, within the local limitt of who .. jurildio-
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tion the holder of snch license may be, wbetlJ for rRASODI to be recorded il! 
writing, luch officer, authority, Mnglstrate or Commissioner deems it necessary 
for the security Qf the public peace to cancel or IJIJllpenc1 Buch Iicl!nse ; or 

(6 by any J ndge or Magistrate hefore whom the holder of such license is 
convicted of an offence against this Act, or against the rules made undH this 
Act j and 

the Local Government may at its dis(,retion, by a notification in the 
local official Gazette, cancel or suspend all or any lic£:nses throughout the whole 
or any portion of the territories under its admiIiistratiQn. 

NOTES 

Bengal -The only" disarmed' ~h8tllct In Bengal IS Bll.kll.rglln), all hccllces .n thlR 
(lietrlCt luwing' been cnncelled undpr S lR of the ",ct In Bengal Crovt Notn. No 4772 .J. 
dl\ten the 22nd Aug 1896 '1'heso ord(Jr~ where IIH)(ldIed In 1904, when the Dlst Magte. of 
Ba.kuganj wall I\llthOrllled to 1~llue gUll hcetl~es Unl\Or the fol\owltlg condItions to Itlilpectah\e 
Rnd trustworthi persona:-

(1) All IlCenc('s to he in f'lIlll XVI (2) No polson to he llcen~ed for more than one 
gun Without the eoulltel' signature ot COIIlIIllS"lOner, who '~11I only coullterslgn If good 
reaeOD is shown -(3) No hCBllos to lie granted to allY person who 18 not a permllnent 
resident ill tll(l r!lstrirt (4) Every gUll to have a lllasg plate shOWing' the IJIlInbel of Its 
licence, the d'ltij of' thp onglOal grant of the hcence, 'lnrl of en<,ll slIhspqnent renewal Such 
plate to he firmly nffixed to the stock of the gUll, under the Mn!;",strate's OIders, I>t the owners' 
expense [GI1I1~ which ('fin he ldentdiell bj the mak!,1 ~ name and IJIllnbel, neer! not have thl' 
hraBs plutes or numhers stamped thCltlOU] [Ben,\,ll No 131)0 J dated 16th February 19')5] 
(5) Any hcensee whose gun IIlay be lo~t 01 stolen to commnnlcate the fact Wltlllll tweLty
fOllf hours to the nearost polICe statlOll -{G) L1(,(lIIces ouly to he grauted to g'f'ntlemen of 
pO!lItlOn aDd goon character who CIIlJ he tlepeuded on 1I0t ouly to [lJlouse the gUlls thern
Belvea, but also prevent oth~rs flOl1l IIlISIlS]flg them (Bengal No. 28h7.J D dated the 29 t3ep. 
1904 aud para. SII Bengal L Rand 0 ) 

VI -PenaltIes 

li'0l breach 01 sertlOlIs 0, 
6, 10,1.1 to 11. 

19. Whoever commltb any of the following offences 
(namely) .-

(Ii) manufactures, converts or sells, or keeps, offal!; 0\ exposes for sale, any 
arms, ammunitIOn or mihtary stores ill contravention of the prOVISIOns 
of section 5; 

(0) rails to give nohce as required by the Fame section; 

(c) imp(lrts or expO! ts any arms, ammunition or mili~ry stol'£S in eon. 
travfilntion of the provisions of @ection 6 ; 

(d) transports any arms, ammunition or military stores in co.ntravention of 
a reg-ulalion or prohIbition issued under sectIOn 10 i 

(c) goes armed in conhavention of the provisions of section 13 j 

(I) 

( g) 

has in his p08session or under his control any a.rms, ammunition or 
military stores in COlli ravention of the provisions of !'ection 14 or 
or section 15; 

intentionally makE'S any false entry in a. record or account which, by'a 
fule made under se6tioD 17, c1a.use (c), he is required to keep; 
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(of) intentionally fails to exhibit anything which, by a rule tnade uuder 
section 17, clause :e). he is required to exhibit; or 

(i) fails to deposit arms, ammunition or military stores as required by 
section 14 or section) 6; 

sban b" punishen with impriEonment for a term which may extend to three years, 
or with fine, or with both. 

NOTES. 

II) [Undpr &h H, ~r P . C, 1898, ?fl't!nc~s under t~is section \\re hall~l,l(J by a Court of 
Sessions Presidency MaglHtrate or a Mag18trate of the l' Ir8t ClaM )-1 Weir' 864,-Offel,Joflll 
nnd~1' 8.' 19 being punishable with imprisonment for more th~1I SIX mUllt~'R and not being fJDe 
of offencc~ specified in s 220 (260) Cr. P. C could not he tried Summarily -Lah. 1924-867,
CA. I R.) Nazir Singh -Sentcnce of Solita,ry ~onfinement C8nn?t be awarded tlilder t~e 
Arm6 Act -I Weir 660-Sheikh Mewla Sahib -The offence of failing to depotJt arml 18 

not triahle by a Magistrate of the seconu class under s. 8 of the Ur. P. C., ]872 A Malj;iatrate 
of the leoon_ class has UP \lower to try an offence punielJahle nnder s. Hi (e) nod a conviction 
by Lim for 8u~h an offence i~ illegal. 

(2) Under S. 29 of tile Act no proceedings slwllid he ill~titntc,l nnder H 19 (I) without the 
previous sanction of the MagiHtrnte of the Di~trit't 01' ill II PreHidency Town of the Commit!
!lioner of Police -4 L B.R. 247 -Kaka -Accused was pro~ccl1te(1 uncleI'II Hi (e) for golns 
armed with a I'()volver. The l\lagi~trate douhted whether f1 perHOlI cOllld !JeBaitl to go armed with 
a!l unloaded'revolverwrapped up in a cloth He therefore ('hargcd theacclIsed in the alternll
tive with going armed under f'tlll~O (e) or, with possessing the revolver, under cilluse (fi of 
s J9 After the fnllnin/-( of the chargc the Map-istrate wlllllltted tllo record tu the District MI\~i8. 
trate, owing to an objection I,eill/.: taken, for Ill!! previous sanc~ion \lntler s 29. The Di8trict 
Magistrate wrote 1111011 thc )lillry ' "I !!anctioll thE' ill~tituti(Jn of I'roceedingij under 8 1!l (I) 
a/:,ainRt Kaka." TIC trial procccd('d, and the accused wus convicted tlllder clau8e (t). lJeld, that, 
the police h(Lving submitted .1 report ill wlllch It wile stated thnt the accuRcd was fouud carr) ing 
the rcvolver, and that l,elDg de'cribecl as an "Ifr:nce IIllrler clause (e) of s. 1!l, pruceeding~ under 
c1nURe el) were iu~tituted only when the Maglstrgte framed tl,e chargo under that cltlUso. 
Although tho frfLllIillg of ~l1e cllllrge, when the MilgiHtl'ate dH\ fralllo It, was without jurisdiction, 
yet. if the Milgistl'ate had followed proper COlllHe of amending the charge, nnd then obtained 
sanction as he did, tlJpre woulcl he lIothiog to £lrevellt him irOIll again framing a charge under 
clause (j), and proceoding With tho trial. l'),e Mngl8trate cannot he said to he without 
jllrisdiction tll try the case merely hecausEl he framed the charge br fore receiving sanctioll, and 
di I not frallle a fresh charge after receiving it. At the tune when he took tile eVIdence for 
the prosecution, no Rtmction was required, becaulle proceedmgs in respect of au offellce under 
c1auAe If) had lIot thcn heen in~tiluted, and ullder H. 256, Cr P. C., the aecuHed had tho light 
to recaH all tim witnesBCs for the prosecution nfter the charge Wl\8 framed . He WIlH, theretore, 
in 110 way prejudiced hy the Magi!!hate's rrocedure. The Magistrate, therefore, had Jurisdictiun, 
nntwithstllnding the word' prevl()Us"'in B. 2!l, because, in tho circmnstances !!et forth, th" 
proceedin~s in re~pElct of the offence unde. c1au8e (f) ClInnot he said to have beeu instituted 
when the Magistrate received the police repOl t. C·.JIIsideriDg tho terms of the Dibtllct MRgis
trat~'s order, it was hold that proceeding!! in respect of the off~noe under clause (I) wero 
instituted agaiu after the sanction was received, aDd the absence of a charge frallled after 
sanction, in that caW'l, is cured hy s. 535. Cr. P C. 

(3) 9 Mad. L T. 476.-G..,al K,.iahna lyer -- Where an offence under 8, 19 (j) has been 
committed, 110 proceedings shall be illstituted without the previous 8allction of the District 
Magistrate (8. 29) If no such lIanction has beeu obtained all proccedingH for an offence 
under II. 19 (f 1 rnllRt he null aud void, and the absence of Kuch sanction could not be treated 
as a mere irrch"Ularity in trhl.-U. B R. 1882-1896, Vol. 1, 2.-Pa Twe Wa.-The trial of an 
offender under II. 19 1/), without the distriot Magistrate's sanctiol UDder section 29 ill not 
merely an error of procodlll t but is a defect which bars the jurisdICtion of the Court The 
District Magistrate in sueh a ea6e ma.y, however, orrler a frOl!h sanction if he wishes to do 10.
L. B R 1872·1892, 638-Nga Po Ka-No prosecution CRn he in8~ituted nuder II. 19 
clause If) without the prevK>uI IInction of the lli8trict Magistrate. The mere P088611sion 
of Arl'l!8, other than tboee menti?Ded in 8. 14,,;8 not a puni~~8vle olfence.-9 O. P L. R. Or. 
2!,-.Kllln .Kohalee.-A pr08ecutIOn under s 19 (f) "re()llIree the previous sanction of 
dlBtnct m8gtstrate.-l Weir 880.-Perumal Ohettl.-In the aU88l1oe of a proclamation or 



order under II 81 olatHe J, of Act XXXI of 1860, fvr II: g'IHleml rl1~l\rlO&mellt or &earch f(,r arms. 
the NJlfltIOft unOer e. 18 is ueceMIlry for a plVll8CUtion uDder II 19 (I J fpr }Kl88Illlllion pf " 
gun wUbout lioeuH.-14 P. R. ll1S, Cr.-Sundar Rlnp-Having- reg-ant to ~be Punjab 
Ge,.t. Notifn No. 8'~G, dated the :lOth fo"eh 1875, makinl& the flJ"ovisions of B. R2 of the Anul! 
Act (XXXI of 186'1) operative. i~ t~le grc8t~r port of the Plfr9ab. including the Kamal DiBtrict, 
tbe prevloue unction of the DIstrict Magistrate, wa!!l not a condHion precedent to 1\ prol'ecll
tiou for &1\ offeDce under s. 19 (f) of the Act -6 M. L T 182-Abdul Kadir Sahib.-No 
proceeding under s 19 <I) can be iustituted without the prevlous sanction of tlle djstrict 
magiatrate aDd a convictIOn under that section without lIuch eonctioll is iIIegnl- 1 Well' 112 -
T.,.kuraman Ba .. wan-A perIOD who had no ammunition with hiln 80 as t'1 be in a 
~tion to use hi&&,un ill not gllilty under II HI (e) ur the offellce of going armed, nor can he 
be con\icted under 8. 19 (j) without aanctlor as required by s. 29 -77 l. C 7S8-
Muhamad PunJal-A persall wilo carries ahollt a gUll II ithuut th.e ammunitioll, for 11~\lIg it, 
i8 .tiIl armed WIthin the meaning of the ArlUs Act. 'I'll£' offence 18 puni,i1ahle Wilder 8. 19 (e) 
And the IIl\nctioll of the Dist. Magte. i8 not lJece88ary -1924 Ra", 81;. (A. I. R.) Nga Tha 
Hla-Conviction under 8. 19 (f; is bad If no express 8allctlo n jg obtained. N I) slIDction it< 
Dece88l1ry under I!. 20. 

ft 

(4) 'I!ZS Lah 488 -Alif Din - Where a heat! constable mRde a fal~(l report thot a dacOlty 
had been oommitted and that he hnd nrre8ted bome dacOlts All£l after.a delay (If three days, 
as he Baid, recovered the arms frolll the petitioner not III the prl'~en('e of witueij8es, who signell 
tl,e lilt but who distinctly I'ecorded that the arms were prod u(,cd beforll them by tile c\·Il~tllhJr. 
1I,U, that the petitioner wa9110t guilty -I Weir 684-Gangamma-Pndlf s 19 the M!I~iMtnlte 
having found the aocused guilty. W<18 hound to ptlSq some Kentent:e though of COf1rse it was qpen 
to him to pass a nominal eentence-S 24 sIJO\\H thllt order of contisca ion IS ill Arldition to 
aoy sentence which may be passed -1 Weir 863 -VenkatarayadlJ - When t\ 1IoeD8& to go 
armed i8 granted for pro'tection only, tile hc~m,ee call not use It for ~IWI t or display -42 Cal. 
1168 Harlha Nath Ohatterji -The keeping of nrlJ1~ umler S 19 In) IIIl1st be keeping for .. Ie, 
DOt keeping only -I Weir 868 -Rama.waml Pillai-Where tbe acclI~ed who had a Ilceul<E 
under the Explosives AC,t to lIIanufactlll 0 Rnd ~ell gun-powder and fireworks 011 .certnirl 
premiees, IDI1J1ufactured tireworkR at a different place, held, that the accu~ed <'onld not bE 
convicted IInder the ArllJs Act -Rat Un Cr I. 227-Sakharam -As Khande.h is. nt'ithm 
a di~triet on the exterl1alland fron~ier of British I mlio nor II sea-port (h~trlct of Briti.ll 
Burma clause IV of the notification of the Government of India, No 518 of the 6th Marc! 
1879, [preaent Seh. II.] hilS 110 upplicalion to It, and as the GovernVlelit of India IIflA not, by 
an, other notification. extended s. 19 of the Act to saltpetre ill the Khalldeeh district, I. 
perllOn cannot be convicted IInom s. 19 for keeping saltpetre Without a license. 85 
Mad. '18 -Muhammad Ismail Rowther -An offence under s 19 (e) is comlllltte9 when a 
person enl4lre Brit .. h India wlth A weapon he iij not lawfully entitled to possess in this cOllntry 
It is not n6ceRS81'Y that there IihOllid bc ally pRrticular IUtention in the mind of the offender to 
complete the offence. 

(6) !ZO Cal 444.-Kishunwa, and 24 0 C, 266 -Mohamed Ibrahim -A licence 
granted to a person to callY arms and IDcludlllg 1\ retainer Authorise~ any retainer to carry 
the arms epecified with the peftnissioll of Ilis mnster anr! does not rettrict him merely to rarry 
thelll while in the actual presence of his IOlIster (VIde also'Note No. (9) below) 

(6) L 8. R 1B98-1900, 2B4.-Nga Shwe Ton -A persoll who sppears in a puhllc place 
or lAues from his own property or abode, having about IUij pereon II. \\eapon of th~ Kart 
described in s 4, and not covered by a license, goes Ilrmed witlJln the meaulllg of 8 13 of 
the het, The phrase "gOing armed" IS not to be restricted to the rq,eaning, carrying or 
bearing arm~ In UI~ manner u~u81 for the parhculllr weapun it! view -All W N lBIt, 208-
WltRam- W here a person is found carrying arms apparently In contravention of the 
provisions of the ArID!! Act, it IDUst be presumed in the absence "f proof to the contrary, 
that he i, cat·tying Sllch arms with the mtentJOn of u~ing them ~hould lin opportnuity or 
u8iDg tLem arise, and unle88 be is licensed to carl'y the weapoll and is 1I0t exceeding the 
terms of his licentlll he may be properly convicted lInrler seotion 19 (c),-15 All. !ZT -8hure
A mall who is found lolnl about with a pIstol, gUD, sword or other weapon witbin the defini
tion ~ arme in ... lIIust, in the absenoe of proof to the contrary. be presumed to be carf'ylnl 
it with the intention of using it. should &II opportunitv for IIsing ariee, and, IIn1e88 he ie liceneeii 
to carry the weapon &nd i8 not exceeding the terms 01 bislicense he may pro'perly be convicted 
UDder 8. 19. 

~ &11. C. 208 and 88 I, O. alI.-Malua and Gopal.-The .ervant of an es:empted 
p8r1Ol1 OOUlmit;e DO otf~ by carrying his- master's gun and shooting game with it with bit 
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muter'. pllFrai8llioD.-tS O. W ,N tl4.-Madho Lal-A .. ,."."t W&I bluod 'uwiol lItJ4ln wbioh 
"as len! t(l him hy hia tna"tcr whf! held l\ lioeDRe for the guo for bis own pUI'poiIe. Btld that 

.the not of the ncell8eU Willi RD infringement of the provision. of I. 19 (f) of the Act. 

(8) 4 N L R 78.-Mulcunda -From 8. 2'2 of the Aot it is cklar that the nnlf'er ef 
pOI •• lllon oontempillted is somethinll more than the entrul!tinjl of an arm to a .... want. More
over, in ss 14 aDd 19, the Act deals with P081!81Sion and control 88 dietinot IDatte.... A 
servant u~illg a gun belonging to hill malter would no doubt have the weapon uf.der hi. 
control, 80 lung as the liRe continued, but the weapou would remain in the tn .. ter'i poaaeaIOD. 
Tbroughout the ArmA Act the wOI'd " P08801Ajon " lIIust be taken to meao something d1ifereGt 
from 1llt'r8 "control "-4. N. L. R. 148 Cr.-Khudda Gond.-When a pel'llOo who apparently 
had R lioen88 to go armed had come to a village wherein his llousin'sll8rvant was to Ihoot, feelilll 
thirsty, went to get a drink, leaving the gun with the •• rva"t (1\ pel'lIDo not holdiD~ • 
JioenRe under the Arms Act), IteTa, that 8uoh 1\ temporary custody of tit!! sr"n by the eerqnt 
did not amollnt tu "polII!6sMion" or" coutl'ol" contemplated hy •. 19 (j),-8 C. W. H.804-
Kall Nath Singh.-An tlrder extending the time of renewal of licen ... baA the effect or 
keeping license prenonsly grauted practioal!) in force. and a person cannot be convicted of 
an offence nn~r 8.19 (I) for .L hrench of lt~ proviMion within the extended tillle. Bxemption 
from the Act npplies to. the posse811011 of a gun, NO long a .. it is the property of the lioensee, 
and tho llIero fact that It happened I\t tl,o time to he carried hy a .e,....ant does not malt ... tbe 
.. ervant hallIe for not hl\ving him~elf It 1i"ljll~e under the' Aot.-U. B R 189T.'901, Vol I 4-
IIf«a Tha '8yaung.-The Rccused wa~ foullo in another man's hOllse wearing 1\ dagger. He 
did !lot allege that the dagger was lIot his or that he Imd not hrQught it to the house . . Ob 
tnc ('\)utrary he Rpcclfied the purpose for whieb the dagger wlla used. lleld, that in ' the 
ftbnve ClrOUIJI&tances the II CCIl~e r l hilS cnllllnttterl the o/ftlnre of going armed with a dagger 
in ooutraventlou of s 13 -37 Bom. 1ST -Koya Hansjl.-The aOCLJlleti was soot to all ajdaoent 
village by hiS IllBSWr who W.l~ liconAed to ')ellr IUIIIK, to fetch a ~un, which' he Ithe m.llter) 
hai) left UlOre. Willie 90 returning with the J;1If1, tllIl accllserl Willi arre~ted for going arlDed in 
Q(lntravention of the provl~ion8 of ~. 13. He W lUo cnnvicted and sollteaced under 8. 19 (~). 
Held acquitting the accuser!, that tho mere temporary poltellion, without a IiceDIIe, IIf armll 
for purpoil('s other than their U'16 was lIot 1\11 oITilnce withill thu lIIenlling of s. 19 -41 Cal 11-
Charu Chandra Ghosh -The petitioner was carrying a gun on behalf of his maH~r with 
the license to the h-hg,strate fO( the purpose (If II renewal of the )j'Jense. It W,\8 admitted 
that the ouject of thp petitlOoer WaR merolv to carry the glln to the MII~i8trnte. The petitioner 
WM convicted 1I0uet· s. 19 (f) for poqRe'Alll~ a gun III coutravention of the orovisions of the Aot. 
Htld, that the convlCtlOll of the petitIOner C,lOtwt II" upheld -L B. R .. 189S·1900, 284 -Np 
Shwe Ton-A person who appear8 in Ii public plnce or Issues from his own property or abode, 
h~vlng about his per_Oil a weRpnn of the sort descrihed in s 4 and not covered by 4 Iioense. 
goes IIrllled IVlthin the melluillrr of s 13 of the Act. The phra,c "go'nl armed" is not to 
be r.,stri?ted, to the meanmg, c~rryin~ or helUlug arm8 10 the manoer UIlIar for the ~Ilrtjcular 
weapon ID vlew.-4. S L. R 214-Hatamtal -The accused was going armed Without a 
hoense withlll the meanlllg of 8 19 (e) and was nut covered by hiR mat'er'. e.emption. 
The wurds for his own personal u.e Ilre clen aud unllUibiguouli and caDllot be interpreted 
to Ihe1n lhe use of tbe gUll by a servant or anyone except the perdon exempted. Where the 
meaning of tue worris of the statute is clear and unamhiguous, a court is not at liberty to 
speculate as to the intention and to clechll8 to give e/f~ct to the strict 8en80 !Jeoauss of sollie apparent 
0\' eup,P0aed bardship.-I4 Bom. L R 601-.Jafu Babu -The acoulled kept a gun as a .ervant 
of C., who was licensed tCI hear It After C'~ death the accu~ed oontinued in the employ of 
C'II undivided brother V, who succeeded C in thil maoagement of the property. The IWCUeed 
waloonvicted under 8 19 (f) for havin~ beaD ill possession flf an IJnlioenll6d gun. On appeal, 
it was contended thll.t the liability, it &1))" was that of V, who had neglected to Tenew the 
lioenae. Hdd, that tile accuf\ed was Tightly conVICted, for he Wall the only persoll who had 
the poS'lession and the con1l01 of the weapon.--,UI W N, ISSI-Hurley -A persoD licensed 
to C&lTy " gun lent one of his lervants his gun to shoot game with it, H~lrJ, that the .. .."ant 
I'hoold II()/. be cobvicted for cllM'~'ing a gltn without a lioenl!8 aod that the gun should not be 
conliBc.,ted -U. B. R., 18a7·t8Q8 Vol I. I -Nga Myat Aunl-lt mURt constantly bappeu 
tllat sportsmen on their way to and from the field hanri over tlieir gun~ to their .. ",..,t to 
avoid utlnecessary fatigue to them1lelves and hv doing so it doet\ not Rppear that the I18r9&otil 
"hould be O(IIlIIidered as ~In .. armed when they have no control oW'r the use of the gu~ 10 
far 118 iotended and are simpl! bearer of the gun as a load. If the g'lD were takea to pleoeJl 
befQl'fl heiUg hautled to the I6rvllOt, it would 118 difficult to hQ/d that he could be armed with 
it !lad ~ lIlol"lll restrictions of the .rVl1nt'lII duty to make no U'le of the !{UQ _rq, illeifeot tQ 
fnA~e ~~e S$lJle diftit:uftr when th!l ~ ill lef~ oomrlete, 
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(9) It All nl.-Gangadln -By a notilioation under .. 27 i.ned by the Govt. of India, 
certaio pertlns, amongst them CPltslin Rajas and membel'8 of t}le LegiBlative Counett ot the 
Lieuuqaat .Governor of the N W. Pro\'iocetl. were e .. Jlmpted from t11e op«atiOD of N. ta and 
HI, but wltb this proviso that " elcept where otherwise expteliWy stated. the artu. or aIDDIuuition 
carril,d or possessed Ily such person shall be for th~ir personal USf, etc." Ht],,} .. that too term I! of 
thle provilQ would aI/ow of a person exempted undel' the Dotiiicatio!l, above alluded to, lending 
.... ",ant armed with a guo into a neighbouring district to shoot birds for him, and that a gun 
80 o8.lried aDd uBed by tbe servant of the exempted person was in the "perlonal ute" of the 
exempted person within the mealliDg of the notification. The above ruliDg was dissented from 
in tile following case -25 C. P;"L R. 112,-Sonia Tell -l'he accused BoOla Teli, an agricultura1 
Mrvant of Rao Bahadur Bapu Rao Dada was f ound in the village of lJongargarh carrying a 
loaded gun belonging to his maRter The village belonged to the Rao Bahadur and the 
aeeu,ed '-as proceeding to his master's field for the purrose of frighteni'lg off pigs 
from the crop. Sonia waR chal'ged under s. 19 (e) with going armed in contravention 
of the provillOns of B. 13, but was acquitted on the strength of the ruhn~ of the 
Allahabad High Court in Empress IJerSU8 Gangadill (quoted above-2:!, All liS) Bel-d, that the 
exemption should he COTlstlUed literally, but the constructiun adopted by the Magistrate 
ignof08 the undoubted fAct that the privilege conferred by the exemption 1M of a persollal 
nature nnd does not extend to the 8ervants and retainers of the person exempted 

, (10) 47 Mad 438 -Vairavan Berval.-There is nothing in the wordillg of @. 19 (e, to 
justify the "i"w that filly person who has got a licence or who IS exempted from taking out 11 

Jicen()e is entitled to nllow allY servant of his to use the gun for tbe latter's own pUl:pose. If 
t1;le servant curriuij the gUll for the purpoReR of his master or in the presence of his master, 
that"lIay not be lill offence lIudel the Act, hu t to go further will be going against the terllls 
of the Act. Where the lIla~tor was' misled hy the District Malfi~trate into thiukiug tllat Ire 
was entitled to allow his guu to bo used by hi8 Mervaut aDd he and IllS servant hOllestly belicl'ed 
that they were ~oing notl,iug wrun~ ID allowing the servant to take the gun and to use it for 
the purpose of shooting gmno ill the forcHt, held, that the order of the confiscation of the glln 
was wrong though the Hel vant might be ri~IJtly convicted of 1111 offence under 8. 19 (e). 

Ill) 1925 Mad 686 (I) (A. I R l-Sonai Mathu Ambalam -The offence of going armjld 
with firearmR is considerably 1II0ro rlarrow thall the ofiellce of beJDg in possession merely of 
firearm8 The expre~8i()u 'goin~ .\TIlled ' clearly Indicalul! two tlungs. namely, first an Intention 
to use it B8 a firearm lind secondly tllC possibility of usiug it 

(12) 69 I C.467-Chole-Though an unlicensed pistol was fouud in a shop the master 
being absent, the servant in flnH'e~~ioll of the pistol 1I10ne could be cOllvlCted for the off.mee. 
The lua8ter'~ conviction could not he upheld. 

(tal U 8. R 1897·1901, Vol 14 -Nga Tha Byaung.-The accused foulld in' another 
man's house wearing a dagger He did lIut alJep:e that the dagger was not his or that he had 
Dot liroug-Ilt it to the hou~e 011 tho cOlltrary lie sptlcified the purpos() for which the 
dagger WIIS u8ell. Held, th.lt III the alJ(J\'e circulIlstances the accused haH committed the offence 
of going armed with a rla!.;g(' ~ III contmventloD of 8. lB.-Rat. Un. Or 0 607.-Gartpat
The ORrl'yl!lg of a spear i~ n'lt nn offence nnder s. 19 (t), becRm,e spears are exempted from 
811. ]3 to 16. 

{14) 40 All, 420 -Ghulam Hussain -A pardoD!lsliin lady and her minor son, a young 
man of 17 .veaTs of age, !rved tngether III the falJlily house in which there was a smail 
collection of nrrns of various kincls which had llelnnged to the father .who 118 aD honorary 
ma/o,ri8tr&te, was exempt frolll the operation of the Arms Act. Belel, that a finding tilllt the 
lIOn Wile in possession of these arms. and, not having a licence for them, was lIa.,1e to {lon· 
viction for aD offence under 8 19 (fl, was not opell to objprtion. 

{16) 52 P. R: 1906 Or.-She~ Zaman -The a~cu~e~ was charged with being in possession 
of a da~ger which was fO'lIId III a cloth or qUIlt IIlHlde a basket in une of the roOIllS of his 
hOIlIle. The roolll lind bouse were jointly occupied by the accused and his 80n alld the 
prOllecution fAiled to ~rov6 tlJllt tho rla~gt'r was in the exc1ush'c possession aDd control of tbe 
ICClIeed. or that be was Its owner. }fold, that the accused WJl,S under the circumstanoes not 
j{lfilty of an offenoe IIndel' the ~rlIJ; Act-.8S I. C 447-Narinjan Singh-Where it is 
found that the two accllsed were lying III a hed III the bouse of anottIer and in th~ bedding 
Q cllhavl waR found "rappen in a cloth, held that it was impossible to say wbich of tbe two 
was actually in possession even it was proved that the owner of the house was not the owner.-
1928 Lah 518. Alia -A chhavl was found in a house in tbe Joint posBeSilion of both the 
MOUled it oould nut be said with an)' degree of certainty that one of them was in exclusive 
Pi*J88siOD thereof and the iccnsed .ifust tbereof be given tbe benefit of donllt.-3. Lah 308-
Harl Sin,h -A Sikh pos,,"fSsing or wcariIJIS Ofle 8l\'ord commits no olfence undef s. J9 b1 
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virtue of the exemption under Sch 11,3 (b I of the Hulell.-75 P. L. R. 1910 -Sunder SlnSh.
When )t ill Dot shown that the accused had exclusive posH8s8ion of the room iu .",hich Rrm~ 
are founu, IIr that .MIIIR were placed there by him 01' helollgerl to him, or hll kuew that they 
were tbere, the accused cannot be convicte(i of the offence under RectiOD 19.-21 C W. N. B39 -
Sudhanva Bavvali-A gllDflFas found in an RhRudolled roolll of tho houAe helonging to the 
aocllilild in which the IIc .. 1 who were 11I()!IIherR of a joint familv and others rcside(l.-H"ld, 
that if the place in which an article iR fOlln(1 i~ one to wInch sevcml personR hllve e(lilal right 
of access, it caunot be flftirl to he in the pO~HeARion of allY 0110 of them, III)(i tho conviction of 
the accused could not he ~u8tained. -15 All. 129 -Sangam Lal-Where proceedings under 
the Act, in respect of the unlawflll possession of arm!' are taken agftiuHt 1\ member of a joint 
Hindu family not being tho head of !lllch joint family, ,1Iu\ !l .. m~ arC' fnllnd in a commou r0<11O 
of the joint family hOllse, it i~ incnmbent IIpon (hI) prosecntion to give good o\"i(lonco that Inch 
arllls are in the eXclllRive pOB~e8sioll and control of til" particular mClUber of the joilLt. family 
who is . soug-ht to bc c}utrgpd with their pOR"r~"inll. The Act is highly penal and"'mult be 
slricrly construed 

(Hi) 16 C W. N 440.-A khil Nath Oatt - Wh<'l'p the' lH'titiOlH'r haH \,pon m possession 
of a gun for Rornp lillie and mad(' it ov!'!' 1\ yt'ar and h 111' ago to anntlwr perMon in whoKe 
p<Mke ... ion thc~ glln W,l~ without n liCPIlH(>, liFld, the pptiti,\IIt'1 cOllld not be convioted lIIUlN 

~. 19 (f). The ollly pC'rHon wh·) cnn l,c pllniHhed IIn(lc'l cl (f) ik the pp!'Hon who ha
lO III, l'(l~se~~iolJ or llnrler hiH cOllt .. ol ,lll}' ann ill cllfltr.w('ntioll of ~k 14 ,III(! 15 -22 A. L J. 
1096 -Mahomed Hasan -The prtitiollPr tonk ,\way hi_ f.tlll"I·" ~nn withont Iwl<ling II 

li"en<;c nntl oh,t IIIr(k WIllIe hI) Hhllotinu; he "'ilK 1'0111111 Ollt by tlH' polico. Held, that the 
IICI'IIHCd waS guilty of an offence un,l"r H l~l (f), Il~ lit, '\.t~ lI[)t illc"uj p,1 HI his f,llhel"~ licencl1 
1-\'" a rc:nuwr. 

(17) 36 Cal. 219-Prabhat Chandra Chaudhuri.-,\ pc .. "') n, IHulled Prabhat Clu\ndrll. 
Chaudlalll'l. HlHzet! a gllu which waH in the handR of a l!1'rvant of nn eKf'lIIpted perRO II amI firoll 
at a iliad d .. ~ which had eulered tho COIIJPO\llI(\ of hi" honso. It IIIbse(1 thp animal but a 
~hot from the gun wOllnde(\ a m.lll nlllllmi Manda HIIJb,IOSi. For this Prahhat Chandra 
Challdhur.i wa~ couvicted undor ~. 304. '\ , I. PC, aud IIcntcuced tn pay a fine of Us. 300 and 
to dtltcntlOlI In court for one (lay. The SeH~iOlI~ .Jlldge on app~1\1 ro(llIccd the fine to fis 100. 
The accllsed ":IIH again proB(>cuted I!lIder 8. 19 (f). Held, th,\t tho IICCIIHOd was not liable 
under the Hcc.tlOn referred to. The proviHions of this Rectioll rio n()~ 1.II,lkp the mere p~.selSion 
of 8. gun ptllll~hablA i they fIlllke po~se8.inn contrary to the proVIRIOIIR of ~ 14 of the Ar.t 
plIlnshable The temporary possession which the aCl'IIS(lO IlItd of the !-(11Il Wtlt'll he snatched 
It lip and fired it waR 1I0t the posM6sHiofl conteJllplRtod by H. 14 or the Anlls Act -24 All. 434-
Harpal Rai-Ono U. N, 11 persoll entitled to POHSCH" [mel IIbC 11rlllarlll8, gave a pistol to an 
~lCqllf\j~)tl!.T1CO wh~ wa~ ~ot entitled t o posses" ant! liNG tirH<lrrnH, ,\ ('king him to take it amI get 
It l:epHlred III a nmg~lb()urlllg t OWII . ThiN ,lc1ln,lIl1t.tllt!(· ~IIVU the piNtol tu ],18 father, Hnrpal 
U~I, who wa~ takltlg It Into th ~ town to got it rep.lIre(\, whon he Wi\M flrre~tod aJl(~ charger! 
WIth an offence uuder 8 19. H eld, that Harpal It:li WKH. lIrulcr tho circnlllHtanceH, gUIlty of no 
o/fcnc(' nnder the Arm8 Act. The lIlere temporary possession, without a Iiconlltl of armH 
for purposes other thaI! their I1SO ,\M HtJCh ih lIol all offellce within the moaning of II. ] !I, 
24 Born. 487.-Kalyan Chand Gopal Chan~I.-The a{'cuHtld who waR a cOllsin o{ the licensee 
horrowed the gun awl carried it in a marriage process lOll whC're he fired HOllie bhotH and wOIIDded 
some people accidentally. The liccnbt)o waH forhi,I(\(,1I ullder the terull, of hiM licenfle frolJl 
lBking the gun to II pulllic aSlemblage. Helel, that the acclloCl\ Willi guilty of un offence under 
ti. 19. Where a marriaj!;e procession emerged from I'rI\'ate prelUi~e8 ami ~oc~ down the 
public ~treet. then it 18 open to the pllhll(' to join the proce~ioll and tlw marrin~e procession 
becomes a puhlic assemblage. 

(18) 27 Cal. 892 -Ahmed Husain.-The Rccnsed waH HII~pecte<l of bring 11\ POBseHsion 
of arllls after the eancellarioll of his licem,e. The AR8istant Magistrate of Pnrneah, with a 
Dumher of police, went to the hOUAt) of the accuhetl to Hl'flrch for arms The police had no 
R61l1 cit wnrrants, nor WUH the~e anything t o Hhow UpOIl what char~e the ac('u~et! wall armsted, 
Two ~1Il1.st()ckR.' Borne ammuDltlOn anrl impl"lDents for reloading wcre diHcovered in the Louse. 
Tbl'~f' WllS llol~lIlg: to bhow that. the lanction required hy H. :l9 of the Act was given beforo pro
ceeding's were III~htuted Rg'ainHr. the accllsed who was convicted and flellwnced under fiB. ]9 and 
20 of the Arm!! Act. Held, thaI, the <:onviction under A 20 WIIS not snitahle hilt that the accused 
musl. h~ til ken to have had Il:rlOs and 61TIIOIlrJition within the meaniotr of 11.191/), aDd the 
convIctIOn. L1Dder that sectlOD must he contirmed.-6 Cal 473 - Tegha Sinch-A collection 
of fire· arms: had betln kept as object. of worship in a Slklt temple in Patna for upwards of 
two centurIes. The Mahant of the temple neglected to take out of HeeuBa in respect of the~e 

9 
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arms. A police iOApector, who was appointed to Bcel that the provisiona of the latter Act 
were nhey~!l. sPlIl'ched th" temple on illformatioll received and. having fouwl the arms, prose, 
cuted til" "1'~OlJ who had charge of the temr1@ The latter W>lS c,JOvieted \I\l{l~r II. HI (f) 
and ~\llltell< .. e!l to pay a fine of RH, 5001' to be rig'moll"ly 1IT1{lrh.oned foJ' two months, 'l'be 
Deputy M8gi~tr,de Ill~o ordered the arms to ue confiscated. aUt; dir~:l th~ tllvisiN) of their value 
between the informer, and the police illHpector Held, chat t )I'OCeedlO,!;8 of the polioe 
in~pedor >Iud the eOIl viotinn of the accused were not lUolgul. b' of the AI'IlItI Act appears 
to IOf~r to cases III whiC'h the Magi.trate ctJuHiders tisat arms, whether under a license or nO,t, 
nre po"se8"cd fur on illeg'ul purpose, or under circulII~t!l[)Ce8 lIuch a8 to endanger the puhltc 
pe ceo S :It) uf the ArmR Act appeal'~ to contempillte thR [ll'BStlllCe of Bome specially empowereu 
officer, IleHl"e~ the officer conducting the search. So much of tile Deputy Magistrate's urder a8 
rtfer" til the dIviSIOn of tlw value of fire-arlllij aud the fiue imposed between the informer aDd 
the ilJ~pect()r wus also set aside. . ' 

(19) U B R '907 -(4th or) I-Nga Kalng-A suu-inRpector of police, not of the first 
c111"8, who II a~ preHellten loy Gov~rJlllJeIlt wltll 11 Hix chamber.'ct TUvolver W:l& charged for 
going armed \\ Ill. a dagger withollt a hceuse, liPld, th,\t IllS eXl'mptioll ['overed i\ d!\gg('1' 
also llud that the toub-iu"peutor COllllllltted no olIenoo uy the pON,eb~ion of tlJ(J dagger, 

(20) 1 Well' 655 -Boyinapalli Venkataraju -The mere pll~sehhioll or sale "r fireworks. 
withllllL n lll'eIlM', i" II" ,.tFell' e ullder the Arllls Act. Hut tile pO"'!J"sioll of gun-powder 
Wlth,lll fl lil'('lIh~, rvcn tholl~h f,or 1 he il~n()Cellt plll'~)':"", of Illllklllg the firewQ~kl, ~M 
au otrl"'llCe - I Weir 660 -Bapl Naleken -lllllq tlw UOUhCdtlllll of the GovCrnlll('llt o[ India 
dn«·d the 61 II Milich 1t!7!1, spear~ ,){ ali kind~ are HO far a, le;'!;'IrlI" the i'n,.ill,·ncy (If M.II!nu;, 
eX('I'llie" 1'111111 tlltl Opt'fatioll 01' nny I'rohiititi"Il n1l'tl (IJl'ectltJlI .('ootmned ill the Al'lII~ Act. 
1 Weir 655 -Boyinapalli Venkafarajll_-'J'lw were pOb~e.HlIll or ,,/lIe of fireworks, vdtil! lit fl 

lICCll-l' 1'1111 "tTlIIC(' 1l1ld~1 tlJe .\I'II1~ Act. But the posses"ioll of gun-powder Without a lic('onn, 
even (jl(Jugh tor the luuoceut purpo~e of IlH~king the t1reworks, is flU offence. 

20. Whoever does any act mentioned in clause (11\ (e), (d), or (f) of sectio14 
19, in Sitch manner as to iudicate a.n intention th .. t such 

For secnt bl'e~c\)ell of ~ d Ii d' act may not oe known to an'! publie servant as e ne lfi lecLioOB, '" (i, 10,14 and 15. J 

the Indian Penal Oude, or to any ITersoo employed upon a 
railway 01' to the servant of any public ca.rrier, 

For concealing arros, etc. 

01' military stores, 

and whoevel', on any search being made under section 
25, conceals or attempts to conceal any arms, ammunition 

ilhall bl' punished with. imprisonment 
years, Qr with fine, or with both. 

£01' a term which may extend to seven 

NOTES. 

(1) For jefinition of " Public servant." See 8. 21, r. p. C. 

(2) See notes under section 19, 

(3) 8 P R.1916 Cr, Kaem Si"gh,-Accuqed wa~ carrying io the hand a r1n..ng (stick) 
which had all tlt(J knots planed off, which latter fact aroused the 81lspicions of 0. police 
constllule. who wishcr1 to examine it. Accu"ed thereon ran off but W{l~ consequently arrested 
and on b~llJg search"d was found to have chhavi hcads concealed in the loin cloth which 
he was wenrillg, Held, that each case of concealment of anns Illll"t he decided 011 its 
own f!lct~, t e" whether Its falls under section 19 or ,ection :W of the A rills Act, and that 
circumstances COIlnecten With the present case showed that the cODcealml'lIt was made so that 
the pOR~e'l"'ltJn of t lIe weapon ~hould not be known to the police and the off ollce therefore fell 
under sectlOB iW.-S P R 1912 Cr-Ibrahim-S, :lO of the Act though widely worded is in 
practice only Ilpplied to cases where the JU port of arms is attempted aDd not to ordinary cases 
of concealment of arll1s. 

(4) 2 L. B. R. 244 ..... ~hun.haoi .. a ... An olience under So 20 is not triable by 11 fir.t claa, 
rna"iltrate • . 
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(6) P. R. 1917. 44 C,., 16B -"IIi Slngh.-The eight appollants were on n joint triAl oonvict· 
ed of daeoity uDder Ill!. 395,. 3117, 1. P. '. aod one of them was IIllt only chnr~eJ wit.h heill~ oon· 
cerned In the dacoity lJUt al~o with ~eing ill pOMRelll!ion of arm~ and nmrtlUllltill1l IIndl'l" R ~O of 
the Arms Act, at a timo 8!1h~equoDt t') the dacoity The learned jnci,.:e acqnitterl hi.1II of: t.ht 
latter charges as he held he conlrl not bE' logally convicted of that offence &llIi of that of dllcOIty 
at the same tria\. Held, that the trial was illegal and the defect in it could DOt be cured by the 
court acquitting the appellant concerned of the charge Wlder the Arms Act. 

(6) 8 B L. R. 452-Nga Po Chin.-Where proceedings lire i ll~titnted against any porRon 
for •• c,.,t POSs6sRion of arlllR III CQ'ltl':\veDtion of B~. 14 and 15 Df the ,\l't . the accused ~hould 
be discharged under S 20 if the intentiou til conceal the pllsSe~'il)lI iH n,'t mJ¥le out. Offlllle6a 
created loy nnd pUDi~hahle under ~O Me ch~tillct fNJIl tI](IK~ nnder H 19-34, I C-:-321-:-Nga 
Po Chain - Where a person is di~chorg('d nnder 8. 20 for wallt of evidence of mleull nll to 
conceal hill secret pOHHeMSio(] of arllIR in contravention of 8. 14 or 15 of the Act, prol'etlcflngs !Day 
I,c inMtitnted against him nlltler B. 19 (II after sallctioll thereto is gi\'en under B. ~\J uf Act. 

(7) 19 A L .... 717 -Shiam Sundar- Where nil approve,. lllake~ 1\ 8taLf'lI1cnt discloHing 
his iIIeglll pU~8eij~iOIl of tire arllls allel is released of the purdon it 1M iIlogal tIl try him under 
II. :W. \ 

(8) 16 Cr. L .... 637 -Udham Slngh.-A per~"11 carrying a revolve,. In his pocket without 
1\ li(,~II.e i~ glJilty 1III,Ier A 19 (,f) find nnt IInrier H 20 'Where Il rev olver WIlH flllllld. ill the 
1'{)8MeHSioll uf 11110 of tile two mell hiltlllg' t,,"ethel llllll it WllR prll\'~d th"t lit one tlllle the 
revolver WllH l'o88cH8cd hy ouc of the other of til(> 1\\'0, l.oth ale guill)' of POSHcBRi ng anUM withllut 
II liOCII ~.;l. 

(9) 72 P . L. R 1918.-15ha,. Singh -11 diRcovery of arlllS in c()useqllcnco of the informa' 
tion ~lIpplj"d hy the accuHod that ht' hud bllliod a re\'olver in hit! flold flIlfils the requirements 
of 8~. 19 (1) nnd 20. 

(10) 27 Cal. 692.-Ahmed Hosain .-19 and 20 were so interwoven thl\t it wnR difficnlt 
t,) 8ee h"w fin offenoe could be COllllllittcd IInde!' the lirst parngraph of _. :W lIul""H lUI olIellce 
tinder one of the eUllllltrated HII"'8ecLiou~ ill H 1\1 h.1<1 ul,o been cOIll'lIitt,·d. It Wilt! lIot "lIg· 

g'cclteti th.lt the chu!'gl' here wns nil ulTeucc under the Recon<l pl\ragraph of 8. :W 

(11) 28 All, 302.-Rlm Sarup -The mere denial 011 tlrl.' part "f n perMon, whORe hou8e ie 
being Henrl'hed by the police for IIl1lircnRed !tflll", that he hl1M allY slIeh "rlllK in hi" pOHHCHHio[] 
c1oc8 1I0t constitute a concealment 0,. attempt to -:-onceal anus oil Hearch beiug IUlldo by the 
police within the moalllllg of the ~ecullli p,\l'ugr1ph or ... :.W. 

(12) 3 Lah. W. Surjan Singh.-Wlwrc the \\('apon waR fOllnd Lo tit the clllllg the 
appelillnt waH carrying \\'a' !II·II\IIl,t1I.v concealed l!IIt the appellnnt \'ollllltarily I""k It froln 
itb 1)lace of COIIl'Cllhllcnt III order to tlm·ntc·]] 1\ lad",,,y '('I'\'l\u t wit" clIlI~ ht hlln for tJ,t\'{'lhng 
wit lllllt a ticket, held it illlli cnl e~ aD illdIfT"ren('e atl . tn \\ hetl,er tile \\C:lpOII w'nll H('f' O or IlUt. 

The intelltion re'l'li_ite f(.1' an olTence under H. i!O waH lIut cHtuhliHiled alld collviction 
IIIl1st be altered tu b. 19. 

(13) 2. L 138 -Manga.1 Singh.- A I'p£'llallt waH ["nnd carrying 1\ h~m!Joo (/tmg 5 ft. 
7 in. long, which had 1111 IrOIl IIttacllllWIII at the thick (,lid 1111<1 hirlden in the fold of 
hi,; luiu cl.nth w.aH a b/[.'Ie B indJPH 11I1Ig' whi ch fittl'd til(> end of tl'A cia.f! flrid. that ",king 
iut,) conHHleratlU1I the oatllre of the IIhtrull]('llt the tad th"! tl,e blude could bc rl' ... lily 
Blipperl 00 and ott tho "tick auri tile fllct Ihnt it watl fOllnd detllc'bed fro," the ,tick alld 
hidden III the appellant" loiu c1uth sho\\,Prt that it waR POSHCHRed hy hilil lI"t f, ,. IIr.lillllry 
dOlue~tic pIJrp08eS 11l1t for pllrposes of offence and defence ami that it wa~ included iu the term 
"arm!!" used in the Act, 

(U) 23 Cr. L. oJ -She ... AIi .-Each ('aae of concealment o{ arlllR must he dpci(lp,lon 
its own fact~ and it must be shown thllt the cOllcealment was lIl!lde so that thtl p08.ed~i"u lIlig'bt 
Dot be known to tho police. 

(15/ 20 C . 'N. N 732 -Niahikant lahiri -If on the trial of the co Be under the Arm. 
Act tbe eVidence recorded IOdic&tea an offence under B. 20, tho Magist.rate ougllt to cOlJlwit 
the case to the Se~aioD8 Court. • 

• (16) 3. L. L J, 146 -Fakira.-M~rely begaUS6 the 'weapon cottcealed is a ohhuvi 
11\WmuIQ IIntenc. ought not to be illfiicteq. 
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(11) to A. -L. J -Chhot.y.-Discovery of a pistol in the floor of the shop of the dccu.ed 
wllile he had been away from the shop /lnd while his ,.ry.nt. was in pOHBs8ion of the 
shop and its contBPts does not render the accused guilty of all offence under tIle Arm!! Act. 

• (IS}'7 Or. L. R. 80.-Balamboil Butt ....... i Ahmed -SeatenC6 of three yoors' rigorous 
imprisonUlent without special grounds is yery h.ayy and ought to be reduced. 

(19) 1926 Lah. 396. CA. I. R.) Chann.n Singh.-S. 20 applies only where the. import or 
export is attempted and not to every:case of possessIOn or concealment of arms. 

(30) 42 Cal. 1153 -Harsha Nath Chatterjee -The only illlditionaJ element IIElCeSHliry to 
constitllte an offence under H. 20 iR that the position as to indicate all intention that such may 
not be known to nuy public servant. 

(21),9 Mad. L T.475 Gopal Krilhna'yer.-The fir~t part of ~. 20 doef not apply to 
calles of concenimenL8 01' of attempts at conee"hnellts by 1\ llIan who has arlll~ 011 his person or 
In II bag which he is Clll'ryillg or which is otherwise in 1m! immediate peraollnl possession, 
on his heing arrested. It iH meant tP (1('111 with cllses before al'19bt where Il IllILD finding 
himRelf arrested for heillg in po~~essiojl of It revolver, attempts to throw it away, the act 
of lIuch person would only Cllllle under 'H. l~ (f). 

(22) 1923 Lah. 434 -A Ii A h mad -W here tile IIrJlJ~ wore discovered on tlte i oformation 
given hy tho accuslid, the cllncea1!ncllt of the chhavis and other arlllS recoverell frolll the 
possession of the IIccused i" clearly wlthill lIw intention of this sectioll. 

(23) 1924 Rang 86.-Pha HIli.. -'J he I\cclI~ed was ill I:lCcret 1J0sseHsion of loca/·made gU!/~ 
and cartridges. /Sanction WIlS ohtll.iul'11 for prosecution under H 20 hut he Wa" cODvicted 
both under s. 20 and s. 19 (f.) Held, t/J,IL tho couvlctiull uuder 8. 20 w~~ legal hut that uuder 
H. 19 (f) was bad for want of sanctiolJ. 

,21. Whoever, in violation of a condition subject to which a license has 
been granted, does or omits to do any act sball, when Hle 
doing or omitting to do snch act is not punishable under 

section 19 or section 20, be punished with imprisonmen~ for a term whioh may 
extend to six months, 01' with fille which may extend to five hundred rupees, 01' 
wjth both. 

}i'or breach ot hcen~e 

22. Whoever knowingly purchases any arms, ammunition or militat·y 
lj'or knowingly purchas. store. from any person not licensed or authorised under 

ing arms, etc., from un· the proviso to section 5, to sell the sa.me ; or 
licensed person~. delivers any a.rms, ammunition or military stores into 
the possession of any pel'son without j1reviollsly ascertaining that such pel'son is 

For delJvering arms, etc., legally authorised to possess the same; 
to persons not authorised shall be punished with imprisonment for a term which 
to possess them. may extend to six months, or with fine which may 
extend to five hundred rupees, or with both. 

NOTES. 

(1) Dealers ill ar'ins will be responsible if tltey .nerely rely on such illq"irie~ to satisfy 
thelllseives of the legl\lauthority of any int£:Dllillg purchllsers. They are siluilarly not pr?perly 
discharging their obligatioll if they senll by poo,t Ilrms to !lIly person who professes hlI.llself 
entitI.ed to POt!8CSS thelll. They must nJUke dne inquiries in all cases of tlIIles, Ilnd Ulust In all 
OReeI where they lla ve not already sufficient proof that tile purchaser is legally entitled to pur· 
chase, obtain Hll1ticient proof Ly fllTther illlluiry. (India No. 2964, dated tIle llt}~ AuglUt 1909.) 
'U nder ~ection 22- ~§ the Anus Act, licensed dealers in arllls and ammunition lUI' hound to 
allCtlrtain that the perlioDs to whom tJley sell arms, ammunition or military stores are legally 
lIutborised to p08sese the Bame. Any tendency on the part of dealere to evade this obliglltioll 
aliOQld be checked by th't Police by lb6ir cObJtilut strict superviMion over the trad\l in arms. e.ud 
ammunition. The PoIir.o should also exe{CiS8 constant vigilant supervision ovtJr the registers 
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maintained by licensed dealer$ in order to ensure tha.t arms and ammunition are not IO~ to 
persona other than those legally authorised to possess phe sarue. If on inspeotion, they finet 
that arm~ and ammunition are supplied to persons whose exemption seems to b", doubtful, tbey 
should take steps to ascertain whether such persons are r6l\lIy exelllPt from the provisions 
of the Arms Act, Rnd, if not,' to report the Illatter to the District l\Ugistrate. In doubtful 
(,flses of sales to persons said to possess licllu8e under the ~ nllK Act Hules, a reference to the 
regiHtefl!l maintained in police statione will show whether the purchasers are b011a fok licensees 
or not,-(Madras L, Rand 0 ) 

(2) 28 Bom 428 - Tyab Ali -The manager ot It licenHed vendor of arMS, ammunition 
aud military stores sold ccrtalU military storeB with ant previously ascertaining whether the 
buyer was legally authorized to possess the same, Held, that the IiccII"ee was liable to punish. 
ment nnder s. 22 of the Arlllll Act, though the good~ WE're 1I0t Rold with his knowledge and 
consent. The principle-" whatever Ii servant does in tho course of his employment with. 
which he i~ entrtIHted and ItS a part of i~ is lIiH master'w act" I~ applical>le to the preseflt case. 

(3) 6 L. B A 88 -Adams.-A and hili Hervimt N willIe Ollt on a shooting' excllrsion, 
came acrosK a deer recently killed by 11 uger. A fixed hoi. ,riHe over the killed deer so as to form 
a trap for the ~lger .lnd wellt home leaving tb9 trap is charge of N A waR charged under II. 22 
of the Arms Act, WIth haVIng delivered the rlHe into tbe POE>bBSSIOIl of lin unanthorized person. 
Held, that the delivery into posseSSion contemplated by H 22 of the Arms Act i8 linch a 
uelivery as to give the perBon into WhOBP pO~BeRHion the arm IS delivered control over the arm 
aod authority tI) IlHe it as an arlI! and that therofllre A cannot he convicted for an offence 
under H, 22. 

(4) S~e also 4 N, L R 78 -Mukunda.-24 All 434 -Harral Rai -86 Cal. 219.
Probhat Chandra Chaudhuri, ,md L B. R. 1872·1892 - 636 Nga Po Ka -Notey to 8. 19. 

23. Any person violating any rule mad!' under fhi!:! Act, an i fot' the violation 
of which no penalt.y is provide,l oy this Act, shall be 

Penalty for brooch of IJlwishe<i with imprisonment for a term which may ex
rule. 

ten<1 to one month, 01' with fine which ma.y extend to two 
hundred rupeeR, 01' witl~ both. 

24 When any PeI'SOIi IS convicted of an offence punishable undel' this Act, 
committed by him in l'e~pect of any arms, a.rnmunition or 

Powel to ('ollfi,cl1te . i II b . I J' . f I militat·y stores, It S 1:1 P III t 18 l'!cretlOl1 0 t, Ie convict. 
10'" Court or Magistl'&te further to direct that toe whole 01' allY pOI·tion of such 
al'~s ammunition or military stores, and any vessel, ca.rt 01' ba~gage animal used to 
c(Jnv~y the 8:tme, and any box, pa.C'kage 01' bale in which the sa~(' ljIlay have belln 
l'oneeaied, together with. the other contents or such box, package or bale shall be 
conHscated. 

NOTES 

(1) 16 Cr L J, 21-Kottuva Aowther.-Fol' <Ie1.tv 111 gettlllJ II license renewed a 
l\Iagi~trate impo.,{'d .l hne awl ordered confiscation of the ~lIn Held, th(' fine Wll!ol a suHiCIBnt 
pUl1i~hment and bet a~icle the order of cOllliH(,01tlOn and directed the retention of the gun o1t the 
Police Station till the production of d hcenHe entitling the holder to posseHt! the gun. 

(2\ 1 ~eir 664 -Gangammal-Co1Jfiscatiou i8 in uddition to 80lUe booienee which the 
Mltgi~trate 18 hound t,) pass. 

(3) UonfillCated armH, a'umnnitioll aut! military ~t01es may be HoM to licen~pd de~er8 or 
to oth~r perBOllH enti'tlecl t) possess thom. and Bueh rifled firo-armH or riJled barrels as 
are to be detltroyetllllust be Bent to the lleareHt Ordnance officer to be brokeu lip, and rna! no 
longer be destroyed locally. (India Nos. 1404 c/{ltecl tho 11th JUDe 1(J07 .tnil 16~8 dated the 9th 
Oct. 1907 ) 

Rules for disposal of confiscated arms:-

Maclraa.-Allaf1lJ8, ammuuition or military Htores which [[MY he forfeited, or conlilkated,' 
under the Sea C,ustomslAct or under other legal enactments, SflOUlcl be forwarded. in the Presidency 
tOWD to the Commi8SioQ6f of Pulice, and in tha Ulufassal to the Magistrate of the district, for 



dilpOl4l in accordaDce with the ruleA pulWished on page 22 of Plitt 1 of tho Madril Police 
G830ette, ,dated 13th February 1909. !!Iuch 'of these atDl!l all are inteaded for destruction 
ioClAlly will be forwataed to the j)istriot Polioe Head-~arter office for delltruohon bl the PolICe 
Armourer in the presence of the Reeerve In~pector who ,,"'culd tJortify to the Ma~lstrate that 
the anos have been properly hroken up. (l\-tarlra<l L R. a~<f 0.) 
I Bombay.-ArJll& eto., deposited q,t iii Police station ~ndeJ IItIctioll 14 [or section 16) of the 
,o\ct shoul!l, in the Presidency tOWII, be ./tept in such .,placfl as lUay be appointed by the COlJlr of 
Police, and elsewhere Hhould, without delay, be lient with a report by the Officer in oharge of 
tlle Police station to tbe neare.t Mamlatllal's OP, Mahalkari$ Kacheri. Un thto expiry of tho 
periods specified. in these 8ections thc arms, etc., HhOllld .be 80ld under the orders of the Di,trlct 
Magistrates to a licen~ed vendor or.per~()ll licenstld to possess arms or go armed, nnd may, for 
that purpose be selli from one MllIlllatdar's .or l\fllhalkul'I'H Kacheri to auothor pr to the head
qua.rters of t11e district. Such arllls as cpnnot be 80 Bold shol1ld, if valuable, be tent to the nearest 
ar!l9nal, Md if not valueaule, suoukl be l'\(Jkeu lip aud ijold as old iron Such amlllunition and 
military IItore8 RH Oannot be 801d, should be destroyed. Contis('ated arms and other iJ.~ticlell shoq.1d 
,be dealt with in the same manner iJ.H is prOVIded foJ' arms, etc., depottited uDder section 14 ~r 
section 16) of the Act, Rnd eot restO/'ed within the periOds ~peciaed in t!tOlje scctions. (Bombay 
1... Rand "() ) 'See notes also u m\er I. 28. 

Benpl.-The Court Sub-Inspector ~hall follow th~ procei!ure iOllic,ted llelow in the 
case of III conti8Ofl.ted Rud for£elter! weapooR; hnt before doillg so, he shllD take the order of 
the Magistrate in charge of the working 01 the Arms Act, who MiJall, befortl a weapon is 
de8patched to the Orrmllllce OlliLe or is destroyed or iff sold hy allction or is trallsfe!'red for 
the use of the police, or of any other dt'partm!'ut of Government, satisfy himself that its 
number and del!Criptioo ngtee with those given in the Malkhana Uegister. All arDHI, amlIl'lllli
tion 0f miolitary IltoreM depOSIted under seotion 16 of the Arlll~ Act and the rules lUade there
under 8hall be kept in the malkhana for one cnlend.1f year [rom the 1st .January of the year 
following tba.t in W'hich they 'Were depoH~a. ArmR, IIlIIllIuDltion IlInd military atol'es a8 defined 
in section " of the ludian Arms Act, 1878 (Xl )f 1878), which are confiscated or forfeited 
under any provision of thllt Act or of any other enactment for the tillle being in force, and 
which hanl heen kept in the lllilkhana for the prescribed period may, if they can be utilis~d 
by tbe poli& or by any departlDent under the Government, he retained and brought into ul'e 
with the sanction of the TJocal Governmtlllt. If an.v such Rrms, amlllunition er military 
store! are not 110 retained, they, with the exception of revolverst nnd pistols and rifles of 
prohibitefl hores, should be sold by ,lllctiou to hcon~eil vllndorq or to p~r~o\ls who by exemption 
01' licence are entitled to POBSt'"S them, the polic" heing; informed of tho narues and addresses 
()£ tbe purchaijcrs in order te onllble thelll to verify the sale. The salel>! IU the ml!£assil 
should be conducted III JanlllM'Y cvery ypar hy II gazetted officer who Hhopld bo'selected for 
the pllrp08e I>y the Distnet Maglstratl·. In Calcutta, the (Jolllmis8iouer of Policc will arrange 
for the Ruction to he held by Messrs, MackeMie Lyall & Uo. The 1ll1Roid arms, amlUunition 
or military stores should be (iestroyed lot'ally in the presence of the DI"trict MaJ{istrate or of 
a gazetted officer whom th~ District Magistrate (or the Comnlissiouer of Police In the caBe 
uf Oaicutta) may select for the purpose: but all rifles or prohilOited hores, revolvers and 
}Iistols MhaJl invariably he sent to the Ordnance Officer, FOI t . Wllham, Calcutta, between 
lst l"ebruary lIud 15th March every yenr to be broken up OT otl.erwis() destroyed. 'The 
Commissioner of Police, Calcutta, shull depute a responsible police otIlcer to the arsenal to 
ohack end compilre with the im'oice the 1I111uber and deBcnption of such weapons made over 
to the ,ordnance Officer for dQlltructlOn. 1'be weapons willch have been depolrited bllt Dot 
yet beeu forfeited IIIny lIe sold loy auctlOu on the written application of the owner, the 
~ale-proceeds being paid to the owno\'. ... 

NOTB -When dMpa",hlng con.lA'hments to the a ..... o .. l, D"~'lCt Officers should .end an l11tim .. tion to the Com· 
missioner or Poltce, Oo\"'Cta, together with to oomplet.e 1I0t giving the "umber and d_rlptlon ot the wIIlI"'n'l1l1llt tor 
dil8trnotlon.-(Ben,al order NOB, lb86'91 Pl., dated the 17th May 1»~8 "nd Bengal R. ani 0., JIll'" U7.)-See note. under 
e.28. 

Unlt.a Provincea.-The dilOt'etionary power of confiscating IIrtn! tlonferrej hy ~tion 24 of 
the Arms Act should he very considerately used. A me1'll breach of licence is not ordinatily an 
adequate reason for confiscatIOn; I1nd junior Magistrates should usually refer the queBtioo 
of tfte lIece88ity for confiscation to the Magistrate of th~ district fur decision. (U. P., G. O. 
No. 454/VI.-989, dated the 14th March, 1887.) 

Arm., and other articles to whioh these rules (under 8. 16 applY)l whicQ beoorne forfeited 
to Bie Majeaty sban be dilpps8d of tlie Magiltr&te ae follows :-

" ! (1) Arrl1s, a,inmunitio!l, aDd !ltores waioh, can be uti1i~ed by the polioe or' ." &D,f 
departmeut "Ulder (]ovtl'QJJHIat may be retaiDid &Ofl btou,M iato -tilt with the anctioa Of tat 



,t 
IOClIl 4lovernmeot. Anns. a~mup.ition and .tOrti not Ill) retained may be litlld to Iicenee<l dealeR 
or other' r:nOD8 (lnutled to p08l!e411 thells.-(2) Ally rifled fireal'mll or rifle barrell! not IIC), 

dlposed 0 el!all be lIent to the nearest Orctnaoce Officer to be broken up. Other amll Ilhall be 
In'oken up lOQlllly IIDd the lTIaterials "oid - (8) AIlY'I.IIlllutirition or ,toreH not dispoeed of uDder 
the provisions of Cllau~ (1) Fhall lie destroyed. 

In the case (If gunpowder anti other explosive TUatertalll Mapilltrll'~ must make suitable 
arrang'eruents lor their safe cU8tody, so all to guard aga1nst danger to Iife.and propMty, Aa 1\ 
rule the polke magaziJIe should be the ~face of deposit for 81lch materials • 

. These orders will apply al80 to arms, ammunition and military ijtores confiscated under 
aacholl 2& of the Act. (U. P. No. 1UlIVl -856-D., dated tT .. 29th June, 19QT). 

CENTRAL PROVINOES.-Qn the forfeiture or confiscation or any such arllls,ammunition 
or military storea. or of any BrIDS, ammuuition Ilr millltary storeA under sectioll MoOf the Act, 
the Deputy Commissioner shulIlli8PI'~O of them Ilb followli :-

(11 ArlDs, ammunition and l!tore~ which cRn!lt' ntihzen Ity the police or any departmen'
under Government, may be retained and Lroug-ht into \I~e WIth tbe ~auction 1)£ the Looa 
Government ~rm!!. &Iumunitjou and stores U{,t "" I'etal!l{'(t lllay be 1101<1 1.<. lioonoed. dealer!! 
or perllons entltled to posseHR them. (2) Any lIf1ed firc-arms or rifle barrels not 80 disposecl 
of RhQII be lIeut to the nearest Ordnance Offirer to be broken up. Other anti" shall he broken 
.tip 10callYl1nd the material. soJd. ·(Ind.ia No 1407, d. Utll Jnne 190i) (al Any ammunition 
or ~torel !lot disposed of under the prllvilliollS hi: cluu!!e (1) shill! ue t!{)"t~py\·\l. 

On the confiscation of any animals or property, other tha1l MillS. 8.111IDllnition or storstl' 
under seotion 24 of the Act, the Deputy ComrniHsionel' bbaJl calise thelll to l.e Bold by auction 
in tile same way &e property sold in executi(ln of II decree of a (1\ II ('(lurt. (C. p. R. aDd O. 
para. 46). 

YII. - Miacellane01I.3. 
25. Whenever any magistrate has reason to believe that &fly person residing 

within the local limits of his jurisdiction baa in hi" 
~~~te~nd sei~ure by .possession a.ny a.rms, ammunItion (0)1' milita.l·y stores for 

a.ny unlawful purpose, ' 

or that such person canoot be left in the po"sf'~sion of any such arms, 
ammunition or milita.ry store without danger to the public peace, 

such Magistrate, having Srst recorded the glOunds of hie belief, may cause 
a. search to be made of the house 01' premises occuplt·d by suoh per,pon or in whieh 
snch Magistrate has reason to believe Rllch arms, ammunition or military stores 
are or is 10 be found, and may seize and detain the same, although cl)vered by a 
liooose, in safe custody for such time &8 he thinks lIccesRary. 

The search in such case shall be conducted by, or in the Ipreseoce of, & 

Magistrate, or by, or in the presence of some officer Bpe~ially empowered in this 
behalf by lI&l1le or in virtue flf his office by the local Government. 

NOTES 
(I) 15 All. 129.-Sangam Lal-Wllell a M,\gistrnte i.~ueM ~ "arch WIll"rant u!ltler 8 26 

it is UIlCel!88ry that he sboll!d rerl'rd the grounds of hi. belief that the perRon against whom 
the warrant i!l"i8~ued lla8 in his p08se8sioll UrlUM, amlTlllllltion cr military ~tOTl'ij for lin unlawful 
purp08e. The Act is highly penal and mUlt be etHctl), construed. 

(2) 42 Mad 96.-Gaddam Panchalu Reddi-A magistrate Ilirelting the i8IIUe of a 
warr"Dt to search premisCII ou infoClIl:ttlOIl recclverJ that the 0\\ lIer or occupant thereof il in 
poeeetlllioD of fireanllll witbout a hcenl'6 /lcts as a Court a".i Dot merely IlH a pulJlio II8l'VIIUt, 
whether he pnrporth to act under tho Cr. P. Cone or under II. 2j of the ArlllK Aot. 

I • 

(.3) 8 O. L. ~ 16120 W. H. 973-Brq;endro Kitho,.. Ral vh.~huri.""'The .elend'iot 
who did 001, before causiog tll., search of the plaintiff's hlJHlIe to be IIlOac, li"lt ",ecord tm: 
,round. oHlI. belief could not jll.tif, the search under the prov j~ioD8 <ff fbe said' Act As 
there WlIII 110 prQCeeding reading- lJefore fiilD, tIN qeferxlllnt Wla "tit II court within th~ 
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meaniug o-f 8. 94, Cr. P. 0.\ land, tilortlfQre t~. de:eD~nt could not di~ & 1lUI'Ul,i to 
be made in his praience under the 'prQVilii-Qlls 6t 8. 165 ot the Code. The searoh having 
Ileen tor the purpose of difICoverhJf; al'lllll Jjeoe"rAlly, B 186 ~ the Code did not apply ConJ 

dl1cting a Bearch £o.r arms ia not au. A~ 'done in t,he~di1l!llarge ~f a judicial dd,ty. Even 
where a defendant'8 bona fide, in conduotililg a s.em-oq. i. ~Iiahed, it dQ"s not relesRe him from 
the obligatioll the law casts upon hilll,i 'Il8' lIeirlg in !Il,rprfmfe ('Qntrol of tlle Bearch party, of 
tleeing that the search was conpucted in a proper and' reaRonable Inan~er. In 81d. a Cll,lltl, tli~ 
damages "hould be 8¥bstantjal, and _ot merely Dormal.~29'Oal. 8158.-0n apPElal to. the Privy 
Counoil, Their LQrdship8 tlJOIlght that there was no. fqllndation for the 8uit'i Clarke'8 action under 
the circum.tances was quite jostified. The cllllrl!;e of persDllal misconduct advlWced. MId roitera- . 
ted without any shadQw of proof deservt18 the severe8t reprobaiion. Their Lorde~p8 therefore, 
adviBed HiB Majesty that the atppea\ ought to be allowed, the order of the Conrt of Appelt\ 
disoharged and the suit dismissed with CDsts -36 Cal '1'88,13 O. W. 1\01, 406.-Brojendra 
Kflhor Rai ChaudllUri,-When a statute creates a special right, but cortaid" formalities 
have to be complied with antecedent to. the cxerciRe of that right, a .trict ob~erv.nce of the 
fo'malitie!! is essential to ~e acquisition of that fight, In a genete.! learch of allUS 'Under 8 . 

2b,.the Magistrate holding 8uch search ITIIl,t first recClrd the ground. of his belief as 
directed 'herein. in order to avail bimsel! of the protection of that· IIEIctiDn frolll the :con8e. 

'quenc6s of his action. A Magistrate can only COlHll1ct a Kel\rch under II 105 Cr. P. C.., when 
be is cQmpetedl:' to i~Bue a search warrllot nnder II 96 of tha.t Code wluch applies to Ule iil8ue 
of a 8earch warrant by the C01trt. Pel' Marlearl, e . .1. - W hen' there are special provisiDns in 
Bn Act Q.f t.he ,LegillJatnr6 dealillg with thl' C,\I\I; "f 1\ smirch for anll!! .and inying dpwn what 
are the conditions )lI'ece~nt, to the making of such a ~earch IIJId there are B"l\Ileral provisiofls 
in another Act of the Legislature dealing with searches geuerally, al\d, in point of' fact, 'the 
search W&D one made for arm8 it ought, in the ahsence of tJyid1l11Ctl, tq sh()w tbll.t the search 
was made onder the general 88 oPfosed to the specific legislation, to Lo taken that the !rearch 
was nQt made under the genera provisiollH anthorizing ~el\rches; a.nd especially' so, when 
the search wns made by one who, in the oircumsbnces, had no power Df eelareh under the 
general provisions as to searches. The scheme as regard'!! 8earches under till Code of CriruillJI 
Procedure is as fQlIQWS :-(1) the Court can iHBue a Aearclr warrant under s. 96; or \2) in lieu 
Df that, the Magistrate may himself search under 8. 195; an(1 (3) s. 165 deals with searcbes 
by a police Dfficer aud hot by a Magistrate, The duties of a Magistrate in this couRtry fire 
at once executive and.judioial. If a seaTch is conductod hy a Magistrate in his eXAl'nt,ivll 
capacity, h& caullot rely on Ac~ X VIII 'Of 1850 11K a protection 1'rom the oollsequences 0" 
bolding a searoh Per Harri'1lgaioll ,I.-Where a statutI} authorizes the 4Ding Df &n act which 
is pl'ima j"cis a wrong to all individual, the dOPf Illust comply strictly ~ith the Otlnuitions 
imposed by the statute, if be desire,; to. rely OIl the !lbtutl' <1\8 a jutltificiltion fDr his act. A 
Magistrate cannot be 81lid to be acting judicially in dlreotin6 .... a seal-eh to. be mlklo without 
any prDceeding havinl:l' been instituted be£o~ Jllm which he would be called on to. determine 
judicially. Tho respondent thongh S\lCC4l8sfI11 wall not allowed his costs for pressi'llg ~\l,I'g~~ 
~f malice Bg'lI.\nst the appellant which WDre held to. be uofouuded. ; 

' ~) 114 P. L R. 193.-Sharaf Khan.-Where the aceused were CDnvicted of 0:ti~ce8 
under 88. 2~·332, 224.353, I. p. C, and it waij urged on their behalf on r!!VisiOn that 

, a learch under the Arms ;\9t which gave rise to the alli>gerl Dbstructiob and use o()f criminal 
foroe 011 then ,part, was illegal inl\smuch as it wa~ mnde ' at night, and was not restrit'lted to 

, tbi; p'roct'd',re laid dDwn in 8. 26, held, maintaining the cODviction8, that a search by niCtlt 18 

not IIlega\. aDd, iD CRses under the Arms Act, is not restricted to the prDceduro laid down in 
,.25 of the Act. ' S. 25 of the Arms Aot does not override s. f65 Df the Cr. P. Code, ,-

(5) \ U. B. ~., ta&2.1898, Vol. I, I.-Nag Po Teln.-Search for arms would be ilJeg&l. if it 
was nDt ordered b) a Magist~te in pursuance of R. 25. 

" \ 

(8)", The Offi~i .me¥tioned below ~e empo,verd _ unner tlii& sectiDn to conduct fIElarohes :0.-, 
~~ T ! 

BOMBAY. Police officers of not lower rauk than an Insl>69tor. . 
I I" 1 L 

BENGAL -Any Polire officer not below the grade of Bub.lospector, or -the Depa~ 
Con~rvatol'8 of forests Jalpaiguri "uti BuxD. Duars, in the :talpaiguri district. (Bengal R. and O. 
p~ra. 88 (2. t . ' " 
. UNITED PRO~N~ES.-Juetice8 of the ~eaCtl and 8~JlCrintebdent8, A88iatan. Supe,r
intonden~ .. Deputy ~p'ermteDden~an<t In'pectors of folice. (G. O. No. 3264-VI-e60.D-~t daterl 
the ~b ~ovQllWer 1 M'l.~ ., " . ,. 


