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PREFACE. 

I~ presenting the Seventh Edition of the Indian Arms Act 
Manual the Compiler again tenders hi. grateful thanks to the 
Governments of Madras, Bombay, United Provinces, Paujab. Bihar 
and Orissa, the Chief Commissioners of the N.-W. F. Province 
and Delhi, the Inspectors.General of Police Madras. Bom.bay, 
Punjab, and Bihar and Orissa and also to the High Court. Lahore, 
who have kindly extended their patronage and commended the 
previous editions to the notice of the officers subordinate to them 
in their respective provinces. 

2. In preparing this edition no efforts have been s~ 
to make it as complete and accurate as possible. so far 8,S the Rul .. 
and Notes (head-notes) a.re concerned. Tbe book has taken nearly 
ten months in passing through the Pres!!. The amendments which 
were made in the Rules during this period are, therefore. included 
in the Addenda and Corngenda, thus bringing the Indian Arms 
Hules, 1924, corrected up to date (August 1928). 

3. It will also be observed from the "List of Contents" that the 
book has been considerably enlarged by the inclusion of the 
following addltional Hules and Orders :-

(1) Orders relating to the procedure fo~ reporting the 108s, theft 
and recoveries of firearms, (page 186). 

(2) Instructions regarding the grant of shooting passlS to 
sportsmen, (page 187). 

(3) The British Baluchistan Arms Rules, 1927, (page 207). 

( BaDgalore A R ( ) 4) and (5) The Baroda rms ules, 1924. page 221. 

(6) The Assam Local Rules and Orders, (page 393), have been 
compiled in a consolidated form somewhat different to that con
tained in the Assam Manual published in 1927, (the statements and 
tables having been omitted). 

(7) Army Orders issued in May 1928. regarding the gra.nt of 
"bms Licences for Serving Soldiers" (entry No. 11 of the Addendtl) 
which is connected with Note No. (2) of rule 33, (page 107) aDd 
Appendix C to United Provinces Rules (page 287). 

4. The Local Rules and Orders of ~ngal and United Provinc.s 
are embodied almost in extenso, as published in their respeotive 
MAnuals, but with such alterations and modifications &8 are OaD,. 
li4ered suitable for the purposes of this compilation. It is regretted 
that a few misprints have crept in the book and those of importa.nce 
have been shown in the Adflenda and Corrtqenda. The Compiler 
will, however, be grateful if any omissions or 'frC)rs found in the 
Manual are brought to his notice for inclu8ion in the li.t of 
'Hbsequent Correction Lists which may be f9und neoesa&ry to 
pah1ish j~ future, in ca8e there is a demand for such lists. 

JUBBULPUB, 

The 418t A ugust. JOtS. 
} G. K. RoY. 



ADDENDA AND CORRIGENDA. 

1. Page 3 Line8 27 and S8 For the words" 20th Sept, 1920" Read :'20th 
Sept,,1922." 

2, Page #, Note (80), Line S. For the words "A bottle aze," read "A 
battle-axe." 

S, Paye 54, Line 15. For the words "Indian Arms Rules 122'" Read "Indian 
Arms Rules, 1924." 

4. Page 61, Marginal reference to section 18. For "Cancelling as suspensioll 
{if licence," Read "CanceJiing or suspension of licence," 

5. Page 81, BUb-para. (1) below "A..am" For figures "Rs, 100" opposite to 
"Rifles revolvers and any class of modem pistol" Read "Ra, 200," 

6, Page 88, Rule .,. Cancel Note (3) relating to Raja Sri Partab Bahadur 
Singh of Haraha. (Notn No. F-21-XXXIII-27 dated the 9th April 1928.) 

7, Page 89, Rule 7, For clauses (a) ann (b) silbstitute-
(a) (i) of rifles of '30~ or of '450 bore or of parts of or fittings 

for nflel:l of flueh bores or, Rave as otherwise provided by rule 38, 
of ammunition which can be fired from such rifles; or 

(ii) of rifles of any other bora containin~ the following compo
nents capable of use in rifles of '303 or of '450 bore, namely, actions, 
breech blocks, breech bQIt:4, bodies, magazine cases, cocking pieces 
a.nd breech bolt heads; or 

(iii) of pistols or revolvers of '441, '455 or any intermediate 
bore, or of parts of or fittings for pistols or revolvors of such bores; 
or save as otherwise provided by rule 38, of ammunition whioh can 
be fired from such pistols or revolvers; or 

(iv) of applia.nces, the object of which is the silencing of 
firearm S j or 

(b) save with the previous sanction of the Governor Genera.l in 
Council, of rifles other than those specified in clause (a), or of pa.rts 
of, Of fittings fOf, rifles ather than those so specified, or 

(N otn, No. F. 21·53-27 dato the 11th April 1928.) 
8. Page 91 The fir~t line commencing with the word "Note" may be numbered 

118 "(7)." 

9. Page 106, Rule 88, In clause (i) of the proviso to sub-rule {i) 
for the words and figures "rifles of '303 or '450 bore or of pistols or 
revolvers of '441, '455 or any intermedia.te bore or of ammunition for 
the same," iubstitute- <:> . . 

such rifles, pistols or revolvers as are specified in cla.use (a) of 
Bub-rule (1) of rule 7, or of ammunition for tifles of '303 or '45) bON 
or for pistols or revolvers of '44L. '455 or a.ny intermediate bore 
(Notn, No. F-21-53-27 da.ted the 11th April 1928.) 

10, Page 106, Rule 33. In clause (ii) of the proviso to sub· 
rule (1), for the words "rifles, pistols or revolvers of such bores:' 
8ubfltitute-

rifles of '303 or '450 bore or for 
of '441 .. '455 or any intermediate bore 
dated the 11th April 1928.) 

pistols or revolver. 
(~otn, No. F.21-53·~ 



ADDENDA AND OORRIGEND .... 

11. Page 107, Rule 38, Add aa Note-
(2·A) I. A. O. 303 of May 1928.-Arma Lloenses for Serving Soldlers.-Inatanoes 

of the Indlsoriminate issue of ft'conllnendations by Officers Oommandlng Indian 
Units for the grant of arms licenoos to serving soldIers, particularly in Dlstrlats 
where large numbers of Buah men resIde, have been brought to the notice of the 
Government of India. 

This has oauspd considerable embarrassment to the Olvil Authorltes responsible 
for the issue of Imences. In m!l.'ly dIstricts It is imperatIve to restrlot the number 
of licences Il:ran~ed, OItlll'r because the tot<ll Dumbe!' of licensed weapons In the 
district is already excessiv(J, or for other reasons. Consequently. If the number of 
recommendations by Commandmg Officers is exoessIve, it beoomes Impossible for 
the Civil Authorities to give suoh reoomml'ndations the oonslderation to whioh they 
would normally be entitled. 

Commanding Officers must, tht'refore, take particular oare in the issue of 
recommendations for hcenoes to so'diers, eaoh case belnl dealt with on Hs meritl. 
Such recolllmendatlOn~ will be made on r. definite form signed by the Offioer 
Commanding the UllIt aL the tJme, and contam a certificate that the officer Is 
satisfied that the arms are genuinl"ly rcqnirej for sportlDg purposell or the protection 
of ('rops. 

2. It has albo been r€'pl'osentod that In oertain oases firoarms of prohibited 
bore havo been pres€'nteci by Comm<.Lndmg Officers to servmg soldiers and Indian 
Officers without any IQtJlllatioll of thIS effect b(Jmg sent to the Civil Authoritle~ 
conoerned. 

Tho rul~s on the s\1hle( t of 1ho dlspo~al of arms are oontained III para. 1. of 
ApP<'ndlx III, ReguJ<\tIOll~ for the Army 10 Indl'l. On such presentation being 
proposed, full detatls, With thr amoullt of ammunitIOn, will be sant to the Deputy 
Commissioner of the DIstrict In whu'h the J ndian Offier or soldier resides, and aotual 
presentatIon will llot be made untIl the proposed #t>oipient is in possession of It 
hcenoe to c<lrry tha weapon m questIOn, 

12, Paa(' lle! R111c 34. In clause (a) of the proviso to sub. 
rule (1), for the words and figures "rifle., of '303 or '450 bore or of 
pistols or revolvers of '441, '455 or any intermediate bore or of 
ammunition for the same, Sllhstltute-

Such rifles, pi"tols or revolvers as are specified in cla.use (a) 
of Bub-rule (1) of rule 7, or of ammunition for rifles of '303 or '450 
bore or for pistols or revolvers of '441, 45,5 or any intermediate 
bore, (Notn, No F-21-53-27 dated the 11th April 1928) 

13. Paq(' 112 Rule 34. In clause (b) of the proviso to sub. 
rule (1), for the words "rifle'l. pi'ltols or revolverB of such bore," 
~ub8tttute-

rifles of '303 or '450 bore or 
'441, '455 or any Intermediate bore, 
the 11th April 1928). 

for pistols or revolvers of 
(Notn. No. F-21.53·27 da.ted 

14 Page 122, Schedule I. For clause (d) in each of the entries in the saoond 
Qoitmn relating to entries (1) to (6), 8ub8titute-

• (d) suoh rifles, pistols or revolvm as are speoified in olause (a) of lub·rule (1) of 
rule 7 (and ammunition which oan be fired from a rifle of '303 or '450 bore or from 
a p,iMtol or revolver of '441, 455 or any intermediate bore) not lawfully imported into 
BJ;ltlah India. (Notn. No. F·21·53·27 dated the 11th April 1928). 

15. Page !J7. In lint' 3 of Note (6),/0'1' ("XI of 1178") read ("XI of 1878,") 

, 16, Page 16'1, Sckedule VI In the third oolumn of entry (11) (0) for olause. 
(iii) ud (Iv) 8#ib8tJtllttJ-

(Iii) &"'0 lUI llereinafter provided, sQch rUle ... piatols or revolvers as are sJl9oi&d 
in olaule (a) of .ub-rule (1) of rule 7. or 

«(tI) Sa"e lUI herelfla,fter provided, ball ammunition whloh can be fired from 
riflert of '303 or "50 bore or from pistole or revolvers of "41, 455 or allY ilswlm.diate 
boN." (Nota. No, F.21-58-17 dMed ths 11th April.) 

Ai 



:x ADDENDA AND CORRlGENDA, 

17. Page f61, United Provinces Rule 31 By correction 8lip No. 10 dated the 3rd 
May. 1928. a new Form of "Stook Book" has been added after Form A' headed 

"(OriFor Large Dealers)." 

18. Page 262, United Provinoes Rule 37. By correotion slip No. 10 dated the 
3rd May 1928 a new Form of" Day Book" has beeu added to Form D headed "(Or For 
Large Dealers.)" 

19. Page 261, Rule 54. Dele1e the words "A&sam, the North-West Frontier 
Provinoes and" 

20. Pa{lC' 266. Insert the following as new Tule-and add it as 
Note (II-A) to Rule 33, on page 109. 

58A. The weapon known as Ithaca Auto and Burglar gun of 
American manufacture, describeq below, should be classed las a 
pistol and all the restrictions in force in regard to the ordinary 
pistols and revolvers should be appliod to it :-~ 

"Description-Hammerless .20 bore, doublo barrel, breech load· 
ing, pistol grip, harrel ten inches, tot.al length about eighteen inche~. 
takes either shot or hall cartridgeI'. (India No. F-H-53-27. dated 
the 20th October. l!H7.)" 

21. Page 1(68, UnitoJ Prof .. lcos Rule 67. Add to "Noto" 

(vi) All gazetted officors of tho J ndian Service of Engineers and thp United 
Provincos Engineerlllg Servico in the Irrigation Branch and all Canal Deputy 
Magistrates. (G. 0, No. 1149 dated the 18th February, 1927 ) 

22. P(/ge 271. In rule 81 (iil. delete the words "in any" omit 
the sentence commencing with the words "such inspections" and 
ending with the words "speoial reasons" at the beginning of rule 82, 
and add the following new sentence: 

The authoritie'l empowered to grant or renew licences are 
required to take action under rule 45 of the Indian Arms Rules. 19~4. 
and under the relwant conditions in forms XLV to XVI, XVIII 
and XIX to verify the arms in the possession of licensees. 

Delete the wordil "under rule 45 of the Arms Rules" from 
the existing second line of rule 82, and substitute the following 
for the last sentence of the rule :-

<:. 
• Licensees are warned tha.t in case they sell any arms or 

a.mmunition covered by the licences possessed by them to any 
person (other than a person exempted under section 27 of the Act) 
they are required to give notice forthwith of the sale together with 
particulars as to the name and address of the purohaser to the 
Magistrate of the district or to the officer ill charge of the nearest 
police IItation. Failure to give notioe as required above is punish
able with imprison ment for a term whieh may extend to three ye&ts 
or with fine or with both. (India. No. F-21·XI, 25. dated the 5th 
July 1927, and G. O. No. 5448 dated the L9th August 1921.) 



ADDENDA AND CORRIGENDA. 

23. Page 2U:. Substitute the following for rule 95 (i) :-
95(i) The following information should albo be fumished :-
1. Number of exempted firearms; 
2. ca.ses of loss of firea.rms ; 
3. crimes of violence in which firearms were used; 
4. prosecutions in respect of firearms; and 

li 

should be accompanied by a brief survey of the position which these 
statistics and those relating to licensed firearms disclose. Referenoe 
should be made in particular to the extent to which firearms have 
been ~mployed in the commission of crime, inoluding riots or 
unlawful assembhel, and in the exerCise of the right of private 
defence. (G. Os. noR. 3245, 4485 and 7391. dated the 25th June 1925. 
7th August 1925 a.nd 18th N ovembel' 19.27.) 

24. Paqe 274. Add as new rule-
96. District Magistrates should forward, in duplicate, direct to 

the Government by March 15 at the latest each year an annual 
return, in the form In appendIx M of liconsed and exempted fire
arms 10 the possosslOn of, and ammuUltion p/trcha~ed by, residents 
of thelr distrIcts durmg the prevIOus calendar year, as well as a brief 
report on the quantity of arms and ammunition believed to be held 
illicitly in their dlstricts. Particular attentijIl should be paid to the 
following points :-

(i) The figW6s of licensed and exempted firea,rms in the posses
sion of the public should be combmed ; 

(ii) in the ca~e of muzzle-loading rifles and pistols, jf the bore 
cannot be given, only the number of weapons need be shown; and 

(lil) ammunition for muzzle-loading guns should not be shown," 
NOTE.-The headlDg of the form prescribed as Appendix M. by the above Correc· 

tJon SlIp (No.9 dated the 3rd May 1928), is 
"Annual return of licensed and exempted firearms ID the possession of, and 

ammunition, purchased by the reSIdents of the--diBtrlot during/the year--· ... 

25. Page 274. After rule 96, add as new rule-
97. District Magistrates or Superintendents of Police shall report 

all sales of arms and ammumtion in their district to the authoritiEls of 
the purohasers' district whether 10 or outside this province. The 
procedure followed in different provinces for reporting such .ales 
is as under :-

Province. I Person or authOrity 
__________ \ ,"""n,fble f" ~.." 

Central Pro.lnoel. Dealer 
Bombay Do. 
Delhi Do. 
N.-W. Froniier Pro.iuoe Do. 
Bihar and Oriasa Do. 
Madras District Maglstrate 

I Authority to whom·reporl 
I Is made. 

I 
Maglatrate of district in 
whieb purchal. r8l1d ... 

Punjab Superintendent of Police 

~.:a_~_ _ Do. ! 



xii ADlIl<1NDA AND CORRIGENDA. 

In the case of Bengal. the Commissioner of Police, Cai.cutta, 
will send to the In"lpector-General of Police, United Provinces, a. 
oonsolidated statemE:'nt of all purchases of arms and ammunition 
made by reRidents of this province in Calcutta, and in the Oase of 
purchases in Bengal outside Calcu~ta the Superintendents of 
Police ooncerned will send reports to the Inspector General of 
Police. The Inspector General in each ca.se will send extracts 
to the District Magistrate concerned in this province. (Letter 
Nos. 845·P, and 60.P dated the 26 July 19~7 and 9th March 1928, also 
Nos. 1484·P. and 6-P, dated the 1st November 1927, and 13th 
January 1928.) 

26. Page eBO. Appendix A. Delete cntry rclating to .. Moradabad1
• and 

"(1) Thakur Sheoraj Singh," 
27. Page 281·82. Delete entry "9. Kanwar Partah Singh of Katera" of Jhansi 

District. 
28. Page f8! relatIng to Benarea. Omit entry "(3) Goshain Ram Charan Puri" 

and renumber the subsequent entries. • 
29. Page f85. Appendix B. Benares. Omit the following entrics. 
"5. Babu Kant Narayan Singh. . 10 
"7. Colonel VindhycshVlari Prasad Singh, C. 1. E • (Chief Secy ) 10 .. 
Add above the prrsent entry "(14) Chid Judgp" tho nam!' of 
Khan Bahadur Sdiyid Ahmad Hasan, ChIef Secy -3 rctdillers. and ronumber 

the entries. 
30. Page 287. Below "Ti6ri"-Add-
"1. Kunwar Bichitra Shah-. 4 r!'tainers." 
And renumber the subsequent entrieq. 

31. Page 89S.(Assam.1, para. 2. After 124, add "on page 255" 
32. Pagp 396 to para. 25. After the word "thereunder" 

add, "page 89" 
33. Pagp 398 

add '246' 
It para. 35-36. After the word 'page' 

34. Page 401 to para. 47. In first !ina, place a fullstop 
after '1924' and for the word 'under', rpad "Under" 

35. Page 404 to para. 68. For the first word "Lice-nsed" 
ret!d "Licenoes." 

86. Page 406. Llnt'813 and 14. For the words "pages 148 and 171 of the Arms 
Manual (Vade para 1 on pages 404 of this Manual)" Read pages 148 and 171 oUhe 
Aasam Manual (Vade pages 394 and 404 of this Manual). 

In the fifth line from the bottom a/tel' "pages 187·201." add the words "of 
the A8sam Manual." 

----:0:--



The India. Arms Act IIIDI.1. 
Resolution of the Govtlof Induz, Home Dept. No. 2120.0., dated 

the 21st Mm'ch 1919.-For many years past the administration of the 
Arms Aot ha.s been the subject of adverse criticism, mainly beoause 
European and East Indian subjects of His Majesty are exempted 
from the obliga.tion to take out heences for the possession of firearms 
while Indians. outside certain privileged classes. have to apply for 
licences and even If Buccesqful in their applications, ean, in most 
cases. obtain them only after enquiries as to theu status and 
character' The Government of India ha.ve for some time past been 
anxious to remove thIS racial discrimination and to minimise tHe 
delays and il'lconvenience which necessarily attend the present 
system of administerIng the law, and they have ha.d prolonged 
correspondence with loca.l Gov(,lnmontb on the details of this intri
cate and difficult buhJect, -

2. Some critiCS of the exh,tlDg t-y..,tem demand the repeal of 
the Act, or In the alternatIve It ... adnllui ... tratlOn on a. purely fiscal 
hl.1.&IS, whereby anyone dSl'IJl'lllg I hcence could secure It without 
question, on payment of the preEcrlbed fee. The Government of 
India doubt whether the benOU!! objectlq~ to so simple 80 solution 
of the problem bave been fully reahsed by those who advocate it. 
In their responslblhty for the ffii.iutenance of order and tranquillity 
the Government of IndIa. are bound to take into account the effect 
which an unrestrIcted dl'3SeminatJOn of firearms throughout the 
countrY-bide mIght have upon senous crime. They cannot overlook 
the Iikehhood of such weapons beIng freely used in the dacoities, 
faction fight"" and agra.rlan and religious riots which figure so 
frequently in the records of our cnminal courts. In more than one 
provlDce fire-arms illiCItly obtained have during recent yea.rs played 
an appreCiable part in senous crime. and the Government of India 
cannot contemplate with equammity the similar use of sucb wea.pons 
in other provinces. They apprehend that if there were no restrio
tions on the posse~&ion of fire-arms by lawless character,., such an 
increase in cnmes of violence might ensue a.s would endanger the 
security of the country. and that It would be necessary la.rgely to 
increa.se the number of a.rmed police and to ilIlpreve their equipment. 

3. The Government of India ha.ve deoided, therefor., tha.t the 
qUf3tion cannot be dealt with Qll these lines. They have oonsidered 
-the possibility of a.bolishing all exemptions and requiring everyone 
from the highest authoritie~ down warde to take out a licence for 
the possession of fire-arms, Enquiries showed tbe objections to this 
CfJurse. There is every reason to believe tha.t a. general ca.noellation 
of exemptions would be regarded as withdrawing a va.llled privilege 
if not 0.8 a. mark of mistrust 

4. After rel>e&t~d exa.mination of the question the Governmellt 
of India decided that the best cha.llce of solving the pllOblara lar fbo&t 
in rlgidly restricting the number of exempted personS'1 &n4 •• oemeUt, 



.2 GOV~n.N.MEN'l' OF INDIA RESOLUTION OF MARCH 1919. 

in arranging that persons of recognised status and character should, 
without distinction of race, ordina.rily be entitled to obtain licences 
for the possession of firearms without enquiry or delay. While 
details were still under dIScussion the following resolution was 
moved in the Imperial Legislative Council and accepted by Govern
ment on the 19th September 1918 :-

This Council recommends to the Governor-General in Council that a Committee 
of official and non-official members of this Counoll be appointed to consider and report 
to the Governor-General ill Council to what extent the Indian Arms Act and the 
rilles thereunder oan be amended. 

The whole question was then laid before a Committee composed 
partly of official and pa.rtly of non-official member:'! of the Council, 
and the Governulent of India are now in a position to formulate the 
conclusions reached after examination of the report of this Com
mittee. These a.re as follow8 :--

(1) All arms other than firearms and also firearms of an obsolete character, 
possessing a purely antlqu,uian v~lue will be exempted from all the prohibitions 
and directions contained m tho Arms Act, except in Burma. the PunJab sod the 
North-West Frontier Provincea prOVided that any local Government m~ retain the 
ellstlll" restrlctioll~ for partICular weapons or ID particulllr aredS where such a course 
ill necessa.ry in the interest of la wand ord er 

(2) All dis~inctions of a raei",1 character will be abolished, hut a restricted 
schedule of exempted persons Will bttll be retained, the privilege being Bubject 
to the same re~trictions m respect of the !lltmber dnd descrlptio!l of weapol\s as 
at present. .-

(3) Exemptod persons \. ill not be reqUIred to register their weapons but powor 
will be reserved to the Government of Indl'l and tbe local Governmeuts and Adminis
trations to reqUIre the registration ot rIfles, revolvers dnd pIstols JO the possession 
of luch persons where necessary. 

(4) The great land-holders included in entry (6) of the schedule who at presont 
enjoy eltOmr,tlOD In respeot of weapons in the possession of thOlr retainers, WIll in 
future he allowed exemption III respect of a fixed number of retainers whose 
weapons will he registered annually as retamers' weaponq, theIr numbor and deSCrIp-
tion ouly being specified. • 

(5) To persons of approved character and status licences for the POsscsslon of 
rifles (otber than thoso of prohibited bores) and smooth bores will ordinartly be issued 
on Dpplication and WIthout previous enquIry. It wlll bo for local Governmonts to 
presorlbe for eauh provlDce the quaitfications entltitng any person to this privilege, 
bnt subject to ally such orders the Government of India conSIder that the following 
qualifications should be suffiCient :-

(~) Membership of any order established by the Crown. or the possession of a 
title conferred or lecogmse1 by the Government of Indl<l or of the Kaiser.i-Hind 
Medal or a certificatc of honour. (u) Memberbhip. past or present, of the Indian 
or a Provillcial LegIslatIve (Jouncil or inclUSIon in the list of Provincial Darharis. 
(tit) Payment of not 10.1 than Us 1000 per annum lanq revenue or Re. 250 in road 
and public works ceases. (IV) Paymt'nt of IUcome-tax on aD moome of not leIS than 
Re. 3,000 for a period of three years. tv) Being a Government offioer in reoeipt of 
not leBS than Rs. 250 per month. (v,) Being a oommisslOned or gazetted offict of 
1111i1 MaJesty's Military or Naval Foroes or His MaJesty's Indian Marine Service or 
II- commissioned Indian officer of the Imperial Service Troops in aotive service. (viiI 
Belng a pensioned officer who hoforo retirement was, by virtue of his offioial position, 
included iu any of the classes de<crlbed III (1') or (VI) above. 

(6) Person" who have httherto enJoyed exemption but are not included in the 
new .ohedule of perllons exempted will be reqUIred to take out hcences. but it will be 
open to the looal Goverhmeut to treat them as entitled to the prj'filege desoribed In 
.olauao (5) above, provided that there 18 no race discrimination. 

(7) The following ohangea will be made in the rulea regulatlne the luue 
of lloeDo· ... :-



l 
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(I') Lioenoe. for revolve1's and pistols will be leaued only in oas.. of real 
neoenity and to persons of approved oharaoter, the leo beina fixed at an enhallota 
rate of Rs.IO, except in the North-West Frontier Province where no cbange will be 
made. (u) For a hcence in Form XVI the fee will be raised to Ra. 5 for eaoh breteh
loading weapon but will remain unchanged for mnzzle·loaders. (iii) Licenoe. will 
be granted, if so d08ired, for an extended period of three years on a compounded fee 
subJeot to the existing conditions regardmg the report of lOIS and transfer of tlae 
weapon, nnd subject further to the proVIso that the looal authorities shall have the 
right to enquire whether the weapon for which a licence has been granted i •• ,m 
in the possessIOn of the Iicenoe-holder. (IV) Special instructions WIll be issued to 
afford facilities to agriculturists to obtain licence~ f,)r the protection of crops or cattle 
anti to secure that they are not withheld without good caus,. (11) Licence$, o,h8l' 
than those for the proteotion of crops or cattle when Issued at the licenoe-holder's 
place of permanent residence will be valid throughout British India, except Burma. 
Assam and the North-West Frontier ProvlDoe, subJect to any restriction. th&t may 
be necessary III regard to any particular prOVince (VI) Licenses will not only be 
issued by District Magistrates, but also by such Sub-DiVisional offioers as the 10eal 
Government may speCIally empower m this behalf. For the purposes of enquiry 
preliminary to the Issue of a licence, other agenoies will, where possible, be employed 
in addition to or in substitution for the policl. 

The necessary modification of the rIlles and schedules in order 
to give effect to these decisions is now being undertaken, but in order 
to give per'lons, who are exempted at pres'ent but will not be exempted 
in future, time to adjust themselves to the new conditions, the 
changes in the list of exempted persons and the enhancement of 
fees will not take effect ullttllst January 1920. 

The Report of the lndtan Arms Rule8 GOJffmittee dated the 20th Sept. 
1920.-A resolution was moved inthe Absembly on the 8th of February 

Introductory. 1922 by Baba 1J jagar Singh Bedi, to the effect 
that a Committee WIth a non-officIal majority 

should be appointed by the Governor General in Council to examine 
the new Arm'l Rule!', 1920, and to submit a rep. rt before the session 
making specific recoUlmendatlOns with a view further to amend 
them. The res(llution was carried and was accepted by the Governor 
Genel'al in Council subject to adherence to the principle~, (1), 
that there should be no racial discriminations in the rules, and (2), 
that the Government must retain the power to impose restric
tions to prevent arms and particularly firearms from falling into 
the possession of lawles'! or dangerous persons. In accordance with 
the instructions contained in U.esolution No. F.-57·1 dated 
the 1st June 1922, we have examined the Arms Rules, 1920, and 
submit our recomendations to the Government of India. for such 
action as they think desirable. 
• 2. Our conclusions have been reached after an exhaustive 

_&mina.tion of the views of-Ioca.l Governments, the recommenda.
tions of the Committee appointed in 1919, to a.dvioe at to the 
principles on which the rules should be framed, a.nd a large nu~ber 
of memoranda. submitted to us by various members of the publi-o 
many of which were sent in response ttl a general invitation issued 
by the Government of India to those intere8t~d in the 8ubjec$ 
under di8cussion to communicate their views to Government t-or 
the inlorma.tion of the Committee. We ha'fe n:ambtad or_Itt 13 
official and 16 nott-offioia.l witnea&es inoludinc 1'.PMdAtt.ttYM of 
the &l'Jllf a.nd tbe tra.de, wbo~ evideQce wa.s tat.D iB .... bl~_ (i,11 
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whioh much has alrea.dyappeared in the columns of the press. 
We commenced our sessions in the month of July and spent ten 
days in reoordillg evidence. We were unable to conclude our work 
then and for unavoidable reasons were compelled to postpone OUf 

deliberations until the September Session of the' Legislature. For 
this rea.son there has been some delay in the submission of our 
report. 

We propose to deal first with the question of the retention, 

Exemption •• extension, or contraction of the liEt of exemp
tions. Their total abolition has been advocated 

generally as a counsel of perfection, and the majority of the Com
mittee would prefer this course if it were practicable. Local 
Governments, however, are of opinion that at this stage the entire 
a.bolition of exemptions would create gt'ave dissatisfaction amongst 
the ola.sses hitherto exempted and woq.ld be unwise a.nd inexpeditmt. 
With this conclusion the majority of the Committee are in agree
ment. A large number of non-official Indians both in their oral 
evidence a.nd in their written memoranda. maintain that the scherlule 
of exemptiuns should be enlarged. After careful comideration of 
the views put before us 8.nd after examinillg in detail the entrieg 
in Sohedule I, we are of opinion that the existing list of exemptions 
contained in that schedule is imperfect in some respects and we 
make the following recommendations regarding it :-

Under entry 1 (a) tve would include minii>ters and members of 
the Imperial Legislature during their terms of office and Privy 
Councillors. The Committee by a majority, do not reoommend a 
simila.r concession to members of the Provincial Legislatures. 

In regard to entry 6 (d), G (fl, (i) and 6 (q) we doubt whether 
the terms Great Sardars or Za.minriars are suffioiently precise and 
we do not know what interpretation is placed upon them by the 
local Governments conoerned, namely, the Punj.lb. the United 
Provinces a.nd the Central Provinces. \Ve therefore recommend 
that enquiries should be made from the,e local Governments whether 
they maintain lists of the!'e categories, whom they include, and 
whether they are sufficiently elastic. It has been represented to 
us that in some cases gentlemen who are in fact big Zamindars are 
exoluded because they are not on the provincial Darbar List. If 
this is so, we think that it is an undesirable restriction. We are 
further of opinion that due regard ~hould also be pai.d to linea.ge 
and family position and the lists revised accordingly. If such lists 
of exemptions under this entry are not maintained we recommend 
that they fhould be prepared after the terms in question have b~en 
more preoisely defined. We append' a note by our oolleague. B8.ba 
Ujagar Singh Bedi. ma.king certain suggestions in this connection 
whioh we think may suit'lbly be placed before the local Governments 
ooncerned for consideration. 

Entry No. 7.-We are impressed with thl3 evidenoe of Kban 
Ba.hadur Muhammad Saifullah Khan, Kha.n of lsa Khel. who ex
plained tha.t the proviRo in column 3 rendered this privilege to a 
l&rge extent ineffective and we accordingly reoommend the removal 

. !Of ~e proviso. We a.re also of opinion that the sarna privilege 



should be extended to the distriots of Ca.mpbellpur, Ra.walpindi 
a.nd any other district adjoining the North·West Frontier Provinee 
which are exposed to raids and da.coities unless the local Govern
ment take exception to thi"l course. 

Entries 11,11 (a) and 11 (b).-We oonsider that it is unneoessary 
to retain these exemptions in the actual Schedule of Exemption8. 
These items were included with a view to protecting, what may be 
termed the vested rights of the classes named, on the ht of January 
1920, and we are of opinion that these rights should continue to 
be protected We therefore recommend tha.t all the present exemptees 
in the entries 11, It (a) and It (b) should be granted a lif9 Hcence 
conferring on them the same privileges in respect of arms exempted 
from li0ence and fee which they now possess. The majority 
of the Committee do not recommend that this privilege should 
be extended to title holders, who received titles after the 1st 
January 1920. 

Entry 13.-We recommend that an addition should be made to 
provide for the gift of "wordi'l or other arms by the Commander-in 
Chief or on his behalf. A !'imilar addition should also be made in 
Schedule II, entry 3 (Vlt). Our colleague, Baba Ujagar Singh Bedi, 
has pomted out that l'Oll1e confusion exists in regard to entry 11 
(d) and entry 13. He consider'l that it should be made clea.r that 
entry 13 relate" only to those who were presented with swords 
and arms after 1920, '[ his follows as 1\1 matter of course if our 
recommendatlOns are accepted aH entries 11, 11 (a) and 11 (b) wi1l 
be omItted, and entry 13 wIll be lenumbered. We are content to 
leave this point of draftmg to the Rpecial officer who, we propO/lle, 
should be appomted for the purpose of redrafting the rules. 

4. We con<;idered the proposal that all stipendiary and honorary 
magistrates "hould be included in the li~t of exemptions j but we 
are of opinion that a firearm cannot be regarded as a necessary 
part of the equipment of a magistrate as such and are unable 
to recommend this. The case of the police is sufficiently met 
by the fact that a revolver is already a part of the equipment 
of police officers above the rank of head constable. While in 
our view it is rea.sonable that all Government servants who, in the 
opinion of the local Government, require arms for th'e adequate 
discharge of their duty should be exempt from the payment of fees 
we cannot recommend tha.t all Government servants should be in.. 
cluded in Schedule I among the exempted classes. 

5. In the case of all exemptees we consider it of the highefct 
itnPortance that they should register all the arms they ha:ve in 
their possession; and we recommend that registration should be 
compulsory. 1n rega.rJ to the limit imposed by certain local GovElm. 
ments on the number of .. rms which may be possessed we have no 
evidence that suoh restrictions are irksome and indeed from the 
tules we have seen we are cOllvinced that the scale aHowed is ~tl .. 
rouS. We therefl1re recommend no interference with the restrioti()DS 
at present iroposed by local Governments OD the number and kind 
of Arms whIch ca.n be possessed by exempted p,rllwns. It foU~' 
tQat we do not recommend a tb:ed scale which shall b.lI~"f' 
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throughout India. Conditions vary in different provinces a.nd 
under the rules framed by the various local Governments exemptees 
can carry as many weapons as they reasonably require for purpose 
of protection or other legitimate purposes. 

6. A proposal has been put before us that the power of can
celling individual exemptions should be given to local Governments. 
We consider that the existing rules by which this power is vested 
in the Governor-General in Council should remain. 

7. OUf colieagues Mr. Bljpai, Mr. Reddi and Mr. Faiyaz Khan 
favour the adoption of a syst~m by which licences should be issued 
without J estriction to all applicants on payment of the prescribed 
fee save in the CMe of undesirable persons specified in a list kept 
for the purpose. This propOSed, however, does not commend itself 
to the majority of the Oommittee, who regard it as entirely out
lide the scope of practical politics. It is 0 n I y expos ed to the objec
tionf' we have urged to thp total abolition uf exemptions, but is 
open to the serIOus criticism that a f'uitable or proper classification 
of undesirable persons would be impo'!sible. 

8. We next come to the entitled class. The evidence on the 

E 
'\1 d 1 quel'tion whether licences are often withheld 

nti e c.... from tho~e who belong to this class is diviaea, 
but we would recommend~removal of re~trictions in two directions. 
In our view eligibil1ty to be included in the entitled class should be 
considerably extended, and the existing procedure in the matttlr of 
enquiry is susceptible of ma.terial relaxation. Af' to the eligibility 
we recommend that the payment of Rs. 500 land-revenue, Rs. 100 
in roads a.nd public work ceSbes, a.ny pa.yment of income tax and, in 
the ca"e of a. Government ~ervant, recpipt of a pay of [{s.IOO a month 
and over should be f>ufficient qualifiCation. In the case of the Punjab. 
M&dra.s and the Central Provinces we bugge&t that enquiry should 
be made whether the limit of land-revenue should not be Rs. 250 
instea.d of Rs. 500. Further the heads of Joint Hindu families should 
be included in this class, and tho adult brothers and sons of mtitled 
persons liying jointly with them should be similarly regarded as 
belonging to it. As to the relaxa.tion of the procedure of enquiry we 
think that lists of entItled persons should be maintained and that an-y 
member of the entitled cla.s!; applying for a licence should be granted 
one immediately wlthout enquiry unless the District Magistrate has 
some definite reason to think: that the applicant is an unfit person, in 
which case he may for reasons to be recorded in writing, refuse \he 
grant of a licence or cause enquiry to be ma.de : in cases of refusal 
we would reoognize a right of revision by the Commi~Bioner or some 
officer of equal status nominated in this behalf by the looal 
Government. In the existing rules no mention is made of the entitled 
c)as8, the principles regarding it being contained in a Resolution.of 
the Government of India No. 2125-C.-Police. da.ted the 21st Ma.roh 
1919, (page 1). We are of opinion that it would be more satisfaotory to 
the seneral public if the provisions regarding the entitled 01&s8 with 
tbe modifications we suggest were embodied in the rules ~ we 
strongly recommend tha.t this should be dQne, 
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9. We have given careful consideration to the varioWf questions 

which arise in connection with the grant of 
licences, especia.lly licences for the possession 

of arms. Contpla.ints have been made to us regarding the administra. 
tion, in pra.ctice, of the Hules, especially as regards the deJa,-s in 
dealing with applications. the irksome nature of the enquiries 
sometimes instituted, the difficulty of securing renewal of licences 
already gra.nted, and the difference in the restrictions imposed by the 
va.rious local Governments. Indeed we are constramed to place it 
on record that in our opinion the various critioism which has been 
directed agaInst the Arms Rules in some quarters is due not so 
much to inherent defects in the rules themselves a.R to the method 
in which they have been put into practice. We have therefore given 
our particular attention t) methods of improving tbe executive 
ma.chinary. 

10. We have referred above to the unnecessary inconvenience 
Enquiry caused in Rome respecth to would-be-licence

holders by reason of the delay in issuing 
hcences. We recognise that this delay is frequently caused by the 
neceRslty for making enquines about the fitness of a. person to 
pOSE>ess a weapon, and while we do not recomlUt}nd that enquiry can be 
dispensed wlth In every cabO, we believe that the present practice by 
which enquiries are almost entirely carried out by the police is open 
to objection by the public and should as far as possible be abandoned. 
We sllgge~t that in any calle in whicIf a previous enquiry is 
noces!oIary, particularly m case of entitled perRons, the District 
Magistrate should make it, If posslble, by any agency, official or 
non-official, he may choo<e other than the police, and when over 
possible through a Magi<,trate. 1n any case in which it is found 
nocessary to have an enquiry made through the agenry of a police 
officer we are I>trongly of opmion that a hcence should not be refused 
l1lerely on the strength of the report of buch an officer alone but that 
the District Magibtrate bhould order a magi&terial enquiry also 
before coming to a final decision. 

11. In somo provinces we have found that the cUt-tom obtains 
Limitationof number of limiting the number of licences issued. We 

of licence.. have even found that the practice of individual 
District Magistrates in the Same· province 

varies Any arbitrary limitation of the number of licences issued 
in a. district or provinco may clearly lead to the refusal of a lioence 
to a fit and proper person and we can see no justification for the 
~option, save in exceptional circumsta.nces, of this practiee. In our 
~ew the normal practice should be that no limit should be placed on 
the number of licences which may be issued in any district or 
province. We l'coognise, however, that circumstances may arise in 
whioh a. ra.pid increase in the number of arms in a part\,cular area 
ma.y be fraught wlth danger and we think it advisable that looal 
Governments should ha.ve discretionary power, without being 
compelled to l'esort to the- extreme measure of disarming. to Um.it 
the number of arms in any area or disbiot if there ilt .J'''\!I.eon to 
.pprehend $erioQ,8 danger from the free ,tati' of lic.'l\Oe8 &04 if 
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such restriction is necessary for the maintenance of the publio 
tranquillity. 

12. We should 
Revision and prose

cution. 

prosEcution. 

reoognise a right of revision in the case of 
refusal to grant a license, but we would not 
disturb the existing rule which requires the 
sanction of the istriot Magistrate to a 

13. The period covered by the license varies in different 
Province'!, but we recommend that it .. honld 

Duration of Licences. now be the calendar year. The scale of fees 
is discu<;sed in paragraph 21 below. Persons should be allowed 80S 

at present to tlloke licences for three years on payment of a composi
tion fee. We gather this rule is not widely known at present, and 
we tbink it would be desirable that the necessary steps should be 
taken to ensure its publicity. 

14. In some quarters the criticism has been made that person" 

Tomporary licences. 
desirolls of purchasing a weapon are put to 
inconvenience because they cannot produce the 

weapon whon applying for the licence necessary for its pObt-e'lsion, 
and it was therefore recGmmenden that a temporary licence should 
be given to cover such purchase pondmg the grant of a licence fur 
posse"!sion. We do not agree with this, and in our view a permanent 
licence should be issue& at the time tho applicant applies for a 
licence and the number and description of the weapoll'l purchased 
should be filled in by the firms from whom the purchase is ma.de and 
communicated by them to the District Magif"trate concerned. In 
this matter a uniform practice bhould he adopted throughout India 

15. Another instance in w bich the present f,ystem has been 
f,hown to operate to the inconvenience of the Licences for persons 

arriving by_. licence-holders or would-be licence-holders is 
that of persons arriving at Bombay, Marll'as or 

Calcutta, etc., by sea, who are not in possession of hcences and are 
therefore compeller! to deposit their weapons with their agents or in 
the Customs House until a regular licence can be obtained. We 
therefore recommend that customs and police officers should be 
permitted to issue a temporary licence for fourteen days on payment 
of the full fee, a receipt being given to the licensee. On receipt of 
the proper licence from the authority empowered to issue the same 
no further fee should be payable. 

16. We attach some importance to the &tricter enforcement 'f 
LOll of weapolU. condition 7 of the conditions under which a 

licence for the possession of arms and ammuni
tion h, granted. It has been Buggested to us that the procedu(e in 
the case elf failure to report the loss of firea.rms should be tightened 
up. But we are of opinion that the contingency is provided for by 
tbe conditions of the licence, and all that is required is its mOre rigid 
enforcement. We reoommend however tbtit the licenoe should also 
speoify the penalty-laid down in the Aot for breacheB of this Or any 
of the oonditions under which the lioence is granted. 



17. The qu.~ion of a free issue of crop protection lioenoee was 
Crop protection raised by a number of witnesses. The evidence 

Ii.... given by official witnesees goes to prove that 
crop protection licences are inued freely but 

in some cases conditions are imposed, such as annual production of 
evidence of the purpose for which the lioenee is required, before 
renewal is granted. We recommend the freer issue of such lioences 
and particularly on applications by or recommendations of land· 
lords who a.re well acquainted with the local conditions and the 
extent to which damage is done to crops by wild animals. 

18. We have been impressed with the fact that licences are 
frequently granted on flimsy paper which 
quickly perishes, and we recommend the uni

versal adoption of the Calcutta form. There the licence is printed on 
stout paper, and is enclosed in covers such as is used in the case of 
passports. To the lioence. a leaflet of instruotIOns, in the vernacular 
of the province or in English, at the option of the licensee, should be 
annexed. These instructions should indlcate the procedure laid 
down for the renewal of the licence and the restrictions to which the 
licensee is subject. In thiS matter we plead for uniformIty through
out India. It has been suggested that the all-India, the provincial, 
and the distriot heence form should bear distmctive marks1 and a 
different colour for each has been proposed. We do not regard thi~ 
suggestion as of vital importance, but pass i.on to the Government 
of India for consideration. 

19. A single hcence form should be used for all the weapons 
Sina1e licence. licensed and not a separate licence for each 

arm. We have found diversity of practice in 
the different provinces in this respect and we recommend that there 
should be uniformity. 

20. As regards the renewal of licences we. are of opinion that 
Renewal of licence.. the existing procedure is 8usoeptable of improve" 

ment. We see no reason why, when a haence 
has onoe been issued, it should be necessary for a District Magistrate 
to sanction renewal. 'fhe hcensee may have ohanged hi' district or 
he may live in an inaccessible locality. The inconvenien-ce then 
caused is considerable and ea.sily aVOidable. We therefore recommend 
that licences should be renewed by any 'Magistrate or any Sub. 
Divisional Magistrate in the distriot in which the licensee is residing 
or in any other district in which he is known. In the case of a 
reuwal of a licence in a district other than that in wbiah the licenoe 
-4 originally isl!Ued we recommend that the original licence should 
bet renewed and the authority which issued the original licence 
1!1'lpplied with information of renewal. The produotion of firearms 
ihould Dot in our o:pinion be a precedent condition to the renewal, of 
a UCItII108. 

tL In regard to the scale of fees we find that there are indioa-
..... tionl that the preeent fees are regarded &. 600 

high (except fo~ a provineial liCft:ace in the 
Jronh-Weat Frontitr Pro-rillce) especially in ,he '0." Gf lnMo11-
loac1iag IUDS. We reoonllaend the followiDtJ aoal. ill .U ~.o .. 

J 
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-except for provinoial or district licences in the N-ortb.West Fr0ntier 
Province and possibly frontier districts of the Punjab:-

Initial Fee-Revolver Rs. 10; Rifle Hs 5; Breech-Loading Gan 
and '22 bore Rifle Rs. 3; Muz2le-Ioading Gun or Air Gun requiring 
a licence, annas 12; the enhancement of the fee from annas 8 to 
annas 12 being intended to meet the cost of the improved and more 
expensive form of lIcence. The fees on renewal should be reduced 
and we recommend that they should be respectively- Rs. 5, 2-8-(\, 
1-8-0 and annas 8; but if renewal applications are not made within 
a month after the expiry of the period covered by the licence we 
recommend that it should be open to the District Magistrate in lieu 
of prosecution to levy the initial fee in full. No reduction of fee on 
account of composition is required. 

Payment of fees should be by non-judicial stamp and applicants 
should be allowed to send their applications for licences or renewal 
of licence., bv post. 

As Eotated ell.llier 10 our report all Government serva.nts who are, 
Exemption from fee.. III the opiDion of their local Government, 

required to possess arl'Ps for the adequate 
dIscharge of their duty, and all members of the Auxiliary and 
Territorial Forces, should be permitted to possess two arms without 
payment of fees. EXt:'mptees should, as at present, pay no fees.a.nd 
those who will, If our fecommendations are accepted, receive a life 
licence bhould SImilarly pay no fees for the arms which tMY are 
entitled to possess. We COl1sider that the question of the extended 
issue of firearms free of fee in the N orth-Webt Frontier Province and 
Frontier distrirts should be carefully examined by the local autho
rities and we btrongly reoommend that, subject to such enquiries, 
a.ctlOn on these lines should be taken. We sympathise with the 
view of tbe arms-dealers tbat the existence of a separate fee for 
a licence for impott Into India and tran"port to destination is a 
distmct hardship, and 10 our opinion there should be a ,single 
fee only. 

22. Under the 

Re.tric:tion on limit of 
pOI.e •• ion of ammuni
tion. 

rules no limits are placed on the .amount of 
ammunition which may be possessed; but looal 
Governments, have themselves imposed limiia
tions From the evidence before us we couider 
that the~e restrictions are m some cases 

unueeeseary and calculated to inconvenience the bona-fide &ports
man. A uniform prooedure in this respect is desira.ble tu=t 
India and we acoordingly recommend that no limit of a:xrmll . n 
should be fixed in tbe case of shot-guns or '22 bore or ,t •• t rilles. 
In the case of revovlers we recommend a limit of t{)O llwDds.-d in 
the case of rifles a limit of 200 rounds per title. Any lpel'son.'Vfto 
can prove that he needs more than 100 rounds for a. reVOi'Ml'H8t 100 
lIOunds for a rifle should be- given a licence for. a. lar~er RUmbar. 
At the time of the purcha.se of revolver a.nd rifle ammunitio~th' 
licence should, in our judgment, be produced. We are '&'leo of 
lO"pinion that mea.sures should be t.a.ken to fac.ilit .. te t,be'QPOrt of ._a and a.m.munition to 'pet'S0DS resid'"w,g ia.fe;u4otory ~. 



tSt' w. have discussed ill some detail qUeatiOllll aif-&otilig tbIt 
. .. issue of licences bec~use we feel that the public 

AII-J.CIia hce!'ua have legitimate grievance~, and we believe. tha.t 
:r-:~= eJCpeditio., improvements ca.n be effected fOT their ben~j:it 

without in a.llY way impairing the eftioieno,. 
of the Arms Act administration. We desire now to make two 
proposals whi.ch we think may have ma.terial effect in allaying 
whatever dissatisfaction may remain. In the first place, we recom~ 
mend that the issue of all-India licences should be as unrestricted 
as possible and should be generally encouraged, and that certainly 
every- member of the entitled class to whom a licence is not refused 
.bould get aD all-India. licence If he desires It. Further, we see no 
su4fieient reason why Assam aDd Burma should be excluded,from 
the aU~India licence and would recommend their inclusion. In ihbl 
connection we alse recommend. with reference to entry no. (1) in 
Schedule II, that enquiry should be miLde from the PunJab, Burma, 
North-West Frontier Province and Delhi whether the retention of 
these prOVInces in column 1 is really required, and whether the 
power given in column 3 is not sufficient to meet all reasonable 
requirements. Secondly, we strongly advocate greater expedition 
in dealing with applications for licences and renewals. We have 
dwelt already on the possible inconvemence caused to the public. 
With the object of remedying the existing state of affairs it has been 
proposed that in each district a speoial department or a local 
ad,vlsory board should be established to deal efolusively with matters 
con1l9cted With the admimstration of the Arms Act. We are not 
lU favour of the establIshment of such a department or board, as 
the result would probably be even greater delay than at present, 
but.we recommend that local Governments should be asked to issue 
instructions to district officers that they should appoint additional 
Rtaff when necessary to deal expeditiously with applications for 
licences and renewals when applications are received in such numbers 
that the District Magh,trate IS not able to deal with them promptly 
with his ordinary staff, 

24, We now come to a number of miscellaneous points of 
Point. of detail. detail and we propose merely to give a brief 

,. reoord of our conclusions. 
25. It has. been suggested by the military authorities that the 

R.UTicUolu on restriotions on the possession of revolvers-
revelY __ • should be tightened up. We recognise that 

the unrestricted possession of revolvers might 
be a. men&ee to the public tranquillity; nevertheless, we do not 
recofnmend any tightening up' of the existing restrictions which 
seem to be adequate. At any rate they have not been shown to 
have failed. The existing restrictions should, however, remain. 

2&. Enquiry ha.s b$8n made whebh8l' the import into India. 
__ oInrs 01 '303 and of '303 bore revolTers should be pJ'Obibited. 

·45.1IMI- The rmWtaTT &uthcnities see no -neo$Uity for 
the prob.ibitiou .nd we ,dODM recommend, .it~ . 

Th","".a.u; .howeTft';. good reasons why the ifX1po~t en '400 bore 
reV91vers which take I;!ervicf;! ammunition should be 1> .. .., •• 

, 
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and 'We recommend that such prohibition should be included in 
the rules. 

n. In regard to rifles of prohibited bore. we recommend that 
Riflell of prohibited no prohibition is necessary in the case of those 

bore. rifles for which service ammunition cannot 
be used and the ammunition of which cannot 

be used for service rifles, but we make this recommendation subject 
to any objections which the military authorities may wish to place 
before the Government of India 

28. It has been suggested that the import of arms should be 
permitted through the post office, but we 

Import of arm. think any general rule such 80S this would be 
tbro_ab POit dangerous, and accordingly we are opposed to 

the adoption of this practice. 
29. The rules regarding retainers have been represented as 

Retainer. inadequate, but no specific instances of hard
ship have been brought to our notice, and 

we are of opinion that no change is required. 

30. A. proposal was made to us that licences gTanted to the 
head of a family should be held to cover the 

Carryina of arma on carrying of arms by dependent members of the 
journey. by female mem-
ber. of licenaee'. family. famIly, particularly in the case of adult female 

me'mbers travelling alone. We are of opinion 
that the acceptance of this principle in such general terms might 
be dangerous. We think. however, that there is much to be said 
for the wife of a. licensee being permitted to carry a weapon for 
purposes of protection on a railway journey, and we recommend that 
to this extent the proposal should be accepted. 

31. We agree that the practice hitherto followed by licensed 
S Ie b a tI dealers of employing asshtants to conduct 

a y pn • their business in their temporary absence 
should continue, and that it is unnecessary to take further steps 
to legalise it. 

32. As regards reciprocity with Indian St,p.tes, it has been 
Reciprocity with proposed that reciprooal arrangements should 

Indian State.. be made in all matters connected with arms 
administration. We recognise that unrestricted 

reciprocity is clearly impossible. Some States have no Arms A.ct 
or Rules, and in others the administration of their rules proceeds on 
difterent lines from those whioh obtain in British India. We cO\lld 
not with equanimity contemplate a large number of persons from 
Indian States coming into British India in possession of arms on 
the ground that they are exempted in their State. On the other 
hand our exemptions provide for the exemption in British India of 
a number of high officials belonging to Indian States, and we t)ler .. 
fore reoommend that the Government of India should endeavour U. 
MOUre reoiprooa.l arrangements with any State which aauh.tisf) 
the Government of IQdia, t1:}!tot they have properlr adm~"'4 
Afa\8 BuIes., 
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ss. We reoommended that the same po~r be given to the 
m.tftct auUaoritiet, Commissioner in Sind and the District Magis-

Kuac:W. trate, Karachi, in rGspect of the grant of 
licences for the export of arms and ammunition 

to Indian States by dealers in Karachi 80S are at present possessed 
by particular officers named in Schedule VI in respect of arms 
exported from elsewhere in India. 

M. We have not considered a number of technical points and 

Appointment of a 
special officer to revile 
the Arm. Rule .. 

minor errors and omissions in the existing 
Rules to which reference has been made in 
the correspondence or the evidence we have 
examined. Our object has not been so much 

to revise the Arms Rules from the point of view of draftsmanship as 
to soggest improvements which will benefit the public. As regards 
the technical defects of draftsmanship we are not qualified to express 
an opinion, nor is it our duty to do so. We reeommend, however, 
that an officer might profita.bly be placed on special duty to redraft 
the H ules, in the light of the recommendations made in this report 
and that an expert from the trade should be invited to assist him. 
In our opinion it would enable the ordinary licence-holder to get a 
grasp of the Rules which are of importance to him, namely, those 
relating to the issue and renewal of licences, the fees payable, and 
the restrictions imposed, if these Rules were issued in a self-con
tained section. The Rules as they stanel are very confusing and 
are so comprehensive that the average HcerT'see finds it difficult to 
disentangle those which concern hIm from those which a.re in the 
nature of technical instructionB. 

APPENDIX-Letter dated September 20th. 19tt.-From Baba UJagar Singh Bsdi, 
M. L . .A.-As suggested by the Arms Rules Committee to elloit oplDlOns of oertaIn 
Provinoes on Schedule I of the Arms Rules 1920. for which the Punjab Govern
ment have also been called upon to submit their view regarding clause (d) section 6 of 
Schedule I; in which connection I was also asked to suggest some definition whioh 
might be helpful to the Punjab Government in their this eiJort 

I may be permlted to submit the following few suggestioDs whioh might be 
taken into account both by the Punja? Government as well as the Government of 
India, before giving it a legal shape. • 

Although the Punjab Government has defined the Great Sardars ·snd Jagirdara 
of the Punjab as those who are Provincial Darbaris, yet It seems to me that there Is 
no wen-defined criterion which governs the creatlDg and selecting of Durbarls. It 
entirely rests with the arbitrary choice and recommendation of District Magistratel. 
Bence the definition is not for Great Sal'dars and Jagirdars. There may be certalu 
Provincial Darbarls who may be regarded as Great Bardars and Jagirdars and 1st 
may not be paying such high revenu81 as are paid by, or bearIng such traditional 
qualificationl as are enjoyed by, thOle who are neither Provinoial Darbaria nor 
n«Jrded .. Great Bardara and Jag,irdara by the Punjab Gov~rnme12t. Therefore 
it. become imperative that a comprebnaive definition should be provided for In 
the La,... :Not even to iiDora the idea of the Punjab Government, 1,t ProviDcial 
Darbarlf be regarded a8 Great Bardars and Jagirdars • 

. 8u,"er and above that. It may be pointed oui that although the evid&lUle 
alvtID by the non-otBaial .. linene, from the Punjab and also cerlain other ProyJllcu 
preUeI R .. SOO .. annual t8lnd revenue .. a definition of Great Sardara and Jagtrdaft, 
ye. $0 .. it m~e zestrioted, I beg to propole that a man whose laDd II uasued: 
to Iud:,.,...e of Rs. t,OOo !mullaUy. or at tbe moN BI. 1.500. 01' aa JaaJ,rdar of 
-\be .... ..hle, and .. al.o from the PunjaB Chl~. fawily I t.u both ea .. , mal.lso 
lie MIJlII'4ed ... are. S.rd~ ... d J.,.rdiT wfQln the meaol., of the! •• , 
~ .. -'"' .. 
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ll.ht I bere elucidate the maUer: the Punjab Government itself haa eoDMlderec 
the Waken value of the 1'Ilvenue tax-payer to be Rs. 1,000 aa given in the Electoral 
BIil .. to qualify a person as an elector to Landholders Con8tituency in the P\tDjab 
for tbe Legi~lative Assembly and that is the highest limit in tbe Punjab. It If, 
therefofe, obvlou. that 8uc4 revenue payers in the Punjab are vary limited in thei! 
numoer. The definition t.hat I have given abo1>e will remove the trouble. Thera 
1.a1Da no reason why the penona who come of higb. famillea of the Pu.njab Chlef. 
an~ are jaglrdars and still pay high revenues, are excluded from this privilege and 
merely persons pioked up by the sweet will of Dlltrlct Magi8trates should alone be 
and are rellarded al Great Sar"'aTB and Jagirdar8. 

I pr8lume that I have ma.de ·the point clear, and that it will invite the attention 
of the Government: and I may be informed at an early date or the decltfton wil.lch 
may be arrived at by them. 

Mr. B. P. BAJPAI, M. L. A.-J think that in view of the faot that land_revenue 
In 'tpe Punjab is very low landlords paying RI!. 1,500 per annum al land-revenue In 
~be Punjab may be exempted_ 

Mr. M. X. REDDI, M. L. A.-While approving the view of my friend Mr. Bedi. 
1 would al80 suggest to define the word or expression 'Anoient zamindar' in 
Madras al80. 

Colonel H. A. J. GIDNEY and Mr. ABUL XABEM.-I alffel with then 
viewl for Punjab. 

Mr. HA ROR A NDRA!. -For the reaSOllS pointed out above I am of opinion 
that in the speoial olrcumstances of the Punjab landholders in the Punjab pa7ing 
an annulOl land-revenue of Rs. 1,500 who are at the same time Punjab Chlefll 
IIhould be exempted. 

Minute of dtS8f'ld bl/ Rai Baharlur S. P. Bajpai, M. L . A ., Member, 
Arm8 Rules Committee, dat~d the 27th Septf'mber 1922.-Paragraph 7.
I do not agree with the ma.jority of the Committee that my proposal 
to i!'1SU8 licences to aJl applicant!'! on the payment of the preseribed 
fee save in the caRe of undesirable pSl'sons specified in a. list to be 
kept for the purpose is outside the range of practical politics. The 
policy of the Government of India in regard to the adminif!tra.tion 
of Arms Rules has a.1I along been a subjeC't of hostile criticism in 
the country. It is urged that innumerable restrictions and limit ... 
tiona impllsed on the pOI'Isession of firearms have led to the, 
emasculation of the InaiA.n manhood. Those of us who were 
oonnected with the recruiting work during the great war know with 
what difficulty recruits could be procured for combatant strength in 
the army. The rea.son is obvious. People in the interior who have 
seldom seen a breach-Ioiding gun would hardly agree to beoome 
soldiers and fight in the trenches. I think it is not impossible to 
prepare a sohedule of exclusions. The Polioe maintain a T8IistW(l 
of bad characters, and It. list of persons convicted of heinous oifeltCes' 
can be obtained from the office of the District Magistrate. Bad 
characters, persons convicted of heinovs offences and members of. 
criminal tribes ma.y be excluded. I think the time has nOw. conJ, 
for the Government of India to take courage in both ihM' ha.ris 
and a.dopt my suggestion, which r believe, will not only disarm 
critioisms levelled in season and out of season aga.inst the Govent
ment but also prove a source of considerable strength to the BHtiah' 
Empire in the bour of need. 

Paragra.ph 3 entry 1 (a).-I think it is only fa.ir that the mem· 
bets of the Provincial Legisle.tures should also be enm\)ted. To me 
it appea.1'8 an invidious distinctioQ to exempt members of tl\ • . OeQ~s 



• 
Legi8lature and to deny the same privilege to Provinoial Legi.la.tors. 
After all a considerable body of both the Legislators is drawn from 
the same o)ass of citizens. This distinction, I am sure, wul lead to 
oon8ideTable bitterness and heartburning. I shall, therefore, recom
mend to the Government of India to exempt the members of 
Provincial Legislatures as well. 

Entry 6 (g).-(a) In Oudh all Taluqdars as such are exempt. 
Some of them pay nomina.l land revenue, while non-Taluqdar 
Zamindars to enjoy the privilege of exemption are required to pay 
twenty.thousand rupees land revenue. 1 think, with a view to 
assuage feelings which are running very high with regard to the 
exemption of Zamindars in the provinces of Agra and Oudh. 1 shall 
suggest that all Zamindars who pay Rs 3,000 or over as land revenue
should be exempted. My recommendation coincides with the re. 
oommendation made by the United Provinces Landholders' Oon
ferenoe which met at Lucknow in July last.-(b) Heads of Joint 
Hindu families who pa.y Rs 3,000 or upwards as land revenue should 
also be exempted and the adult male members on the analogy 
()f the entitled class be considered as belonging to it. 

Entry 11. 11 {n} ang 11 (b).-I do not agree with the majority 
of the Committee III their recommendations to grant a life licence 
to exemptee" falling under these categories. 1 am not convinc,d 
that the removal of these entnes from Schedule 1 wlll sa.tisfy title 
holders who received these distinctions "fter the year 1920. They 
will continu-e to feel that. while their more fortunate brethren 
are exem-pt to all mtents anJ purposes, they are called upon to 
a.pply for licences. Most of the title·holder!'! who received -these 
-decorations after 1920 feel that a. rare privilege is denied to 
them. 

Big landh()}ders and a large number of title-holders have got 
large stakes in the country. 1. therefore, see no reason why they 
l'Ihould not be exempted. Consequently I recommend that entries 
11. 11 (a) and 11 (b) should not only be retained but that all future 
title-holders, etc .. should also be exempted. 

Paragraph 4.-1 do not agree with the majority of the Com
mittee when they recommend that Magi8ttr8.t~tI, etc., should not 
be ell!empted. 1 think all Magistrates, Stipendiary or Honorary, 
·Honorary Munsifs and Honorary Astlistant Collectors should be 
e:..empted. Magistrates do need firearms to protect themselves when 
they -aT'e put in charge of processions, etc. 
• Paragraph 5.-1 think it unnecessary to place restrictions on the 
flumber of firearms to be p·ossessed by an exemptee, I llha.ll. there. 
fore. recommend that no restrictions be placed on the possession 
of firearms by exemptees who are a.lmost always loyal and law
a.biding citizens • 

..Jli~tde of di88ent by Mr. Muhammad Faipaz Khan. M.L.A .• Mem. 
_,~ the Arms Rules Oommittee, dated the 18th Octobe/' 191.e.-L,&m 
&OUT tb.at I hava.dis&(p'eed on 80me pointa..ill the UIQa Ihlea a..vi
..... 0Quu:ti .... hich~r1oln a. foUon :-
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(1) I do not agree on the ground of principle that the members 
of the Imperia.l Legislature should be exempted from the operation 
of the Arms .Act only so long as they continue to the members. 
A person may not enjoy any concession, but if he does, he 
should not be deprived of it during his life-time, unless there is 
somethIng to prove that he has become less trustworthy. .A member 
of the ImperHI.! Legislature does not lose any pa.rt of his worth or 
his sense of responsibility by cea8ing to be a member Member 
ship is only an apparent proof of a man's qualities, and his retire
ment does not involve any kind of turpitude at all. I therefore 
strongly hold that the members of the Imperial Legislature should 
enjoy this privilege during their life-time. 

(2) I fail to understand why the entitled class should only 
be based on money consideration. .A person may not be a Govern
ment servant or may not be paying the prescribed sum. to the 

IGovernment as revenue or taxes, but still he may be as good or 
even a better citizen than many of the Government serva.nts and 
those paying the prescribed sum to the Government as revenue or 
taxes, The professor of a Communal College is an instance in 
pOint, who is neither a. Government servant nor paying anything 
as tax. Again, the son or sons of a Zamindar may be thoroughly 
satisfactory men for keepmg a weapon and btill may not be pa.ying 
any revenue or inoome tax 10 their name. 

I really do not see. why education be not also regarded as a 
sufficient qualification for coming under this class. Wealth may 
lead a man astray and may even bring him down to the position 
of a..beast, but education alone is a sure agent for ennobling oharac
ter. I would therefore sugg,st the inclusion of the following 'to 
the entitled class .-

(a) Barristers, Pleaders, Vakils of High Courts of 5 years' 
standing ;-(b) Professors. Readers and Lecturers at Colleges 
a.ffiliated to an Indian Univerbity ;-(c) M.As. ;-(d) BAs. 
of seven years' standing ;-(e) Government Pensioners 
drawing Re. 100 and over per month. 

(3) It should be expressly provided in the Arms .Act that the 
licences will not be held back on the basis of the individual political 
views, and those who come under entitled olass will get their 
licences as a right and not as a favour. What justification was 
there for the forfeiture of heenees and arms of such revered, noble 
and peace-loving citizens as Pandit MotHal Nehru, Lala Bhagwan 
Da.s, Khwaja Abdul Majid and S. Asif Ali, etc. The refusal to issu. 
or renew a licence to India.ns of this position, though a. proof of ~e 
"frame" being ma.de of "steel" has the inevitable effect of lowering 
the prestige of the Government in the country. Big Zamindars 
and money-lenders paying a. large revenue to the Govel'nmlnt have 
been refused licences on the ground of their wearing "Khaddar." 

On the refusal or the forfeiture of licences. I have reoeived & 
good many letters from respeotable people; and the following are 
"the copies of a few interesting letters in my poI"ssion whioh Win 
1'tIveal the methods some time adopted by 80me of th4l DiBtriot 
Jiaaiatrates. A gentleman who is paying a8 much .s rupees 
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twenty-five thousand 8,S Government revenue; who is ~Jso a Munioip&l 
Commissioner and the Secretary of an important 6rpha:nage and a 
girls' scho91, writes :- . . . 

The local officiall lImply on account .of ~he reason that I wear Jtb.Rddar In 
response to the oountry's oall have forfeited my lioenoe of Arms. I do not know 
what jUltlfioation there is; the lioenoes are being granted to my petty oultivators 
only if they say that ~hey ore the members of the Aman Sabha. but without givin, 
any realons whatsoever they have done that against me. and together with me 
other very big and prominent Raises ... .. ....... whose fathers and they thealBeln. 
are held in great esteem, for no reason apparent except to suit their ownwlshe •....... ,. 
As far as I oould ascertain and my knowledge goes the IicencBI were Introduoed 
that undesirables should .not get lIcenoep, and sbould not possess lire··arms. but ever1-
day experience will show tbat murders and dacoitlell are being oommltted e".r1 
day and Bad mashes never show in wanting. they always haTe it and peollie of mt 
sQi::lal status do not get a 1I0enoe. We have to travel to 10 to our villages wbloh 
are apart some 40 miles, and travel with ti:at money unsafe ablolutely)!.t the mercy. 
of robbers and all. and nothing to protect us. I ho~ you will do something to relieve 
the present situation in the country and save gentry from these BureauOrate who 
are pleased with a few on flattery. 

In another l~tter the same gentleman writes :-
As regards myself, we arc followors of Swadeshi and wear 'Xhaddar: I manage 

my estate. cases go to the courh. but cortainly I am Oongressman and 80 II my 
friE\nd ............... But illY friend .. .. . ........ does not even w('!l.r Khaddar and still weara 
English suits, though of couna he has also committed the crime of blfing a 
Congressman. 

But I will quote you a. most important example tha.t the licence 
of.. .. ..... had been forfeited, and the reason 2f this forfeiture I shall 
explain in full (instead of the explanatioll from the writer of this 
leUer the very gentleman referred to in the above letter, wrote me 
the reason why his licence WA.S forfeited, which runs as follows) :-
His name is ................ Rais and Talukdar of.. ..... ..... he is one of the 
very big land-holders of the United' Provinces and is a confirm~d 
loyalist, always dancing before the Collector and the Commissioner 
of .................. so timid as afraid of wearing Khaddar because that 
displeases the officials so he must wear Christy's cap. Here is what 
he himself says about the reasons of the forfeiture of his licence:-

The whole estate is ill the name of my father who pays the revenue of about 
RI. 5,000 to the Government, lilY father is IUPPosld to be one of the big l.amlndarl of 
this plaoe, his name is ...... .... .... . as he bas practically retired from all world I,. oarea 
and anxieties, so I am carrying the whole business from the last 6 years, and h.nce 
tbe lioenoe8 of fire-arms were in my name, which have been forfeited, and the forfeUure 
of arms has caulled me very great inoonvenience. I had to shift my relldenoe. from 
... .... .. ..... ...... to .. ..... ... .... . permanently, as it was not quite safe at ... ... ...... .. owlng to 
the dacoitles and robberies, though It 11 not quite safe over here too. I was never 
taking a.ny part in politios, and why I was a. prey of Bureauorats. I shall explain to 
you in getail. The remote reasons of displeasure of the Bureauorats wa. that when 1 
was reliding io ............... a fe" Conlress Volunteers came for subloriptloDs, and I 
aJ" paid a sum. but that was not tiul im.mediate caUS8 of dilpleaaure, I was serving 
aa. Panch in the TehsU of.. ....... and r wal oalled upon by the Collector to resign my 
seat {'Dol there, whiob as a gentleman I eould not do, al I had liven . n::\1 word 
tbat I will lerve as a. Paneh for a month i tbl. was the immediate caule of dil1l1eaaure 
and be laid tbat if . you do hOt rellgo your seat from vUIace "Paoobayat" I.halL 
forfeit your arms, and on my refusal tbe arlDs were forfeited. I a~ leaat ""aloncSer tile 
lmprelSlon t.bat Panehayaw were no cause of diapleuure to tbe GOftrn·ment, and on 
the otiaer hand, tbey .. .,,, eneou.raged. . . . . 

.. A.n·other letter gives qui~e adifferentmethod . a.dopted by ~. 
Di8tiiotMagtstl'a.te,w·hioh rnB8 a8 f.allows :- . .. ' . .; . , .. .. 
. .. ..... lha. ve..uo. · a _,uboom wri1vaO.<ft! aca.in~t the lioence N. 1Ul&~i.··on.;,~. "'~t. ~i 

. ·~om, .i.ii D&iD8;W. are wid Ua. she reform sou .. ~. 1iY . .. .... ,.~~~.: .... ~ . . . .. ... . . .... . 



a.iDclan an J)ppodunity to apply for lioene" for firearms; luoh as rWles, rovolTen, 
_ .. DDt we hayo fully experlenoed the Reform Sohem,.e to be dead letter. For 
thle I may quote instances. I am a big landholder of . .......... my father Is paying a 
-cODllderable Government revenue of &S. 8,000. When I applied for the - lioence of a 
""".In the Collectorate, the Oolleotor disposed of the oase to the DepatY' Ooll.otor, 
and I 'W81 called and I appeared before him and he told me that if I gave Rs. 200 as II. 
ccmtrlbution to a Government fund 1 could be given the lioonoe applied for. I had 
already oontributed a oonsiderable amount ~d that this has no concern with the 
present matter, whereupon he said that if I were not ready to comply with his order 
I should not insist for the said licenoe. Dismayed and embittered I left the oourt. Such 
mealiures I say oan never oompel us to co-operate. Leaving aloof my own oase there 
are hundreds that will readily attraot your attention. The whole district is seething 
wUh dlBoontent on account of the severity in granting tho licences. It il better tbat 
I do not quote more instanoes of the same nature. 

A cousin of the above writer, also writes :-
My easo is a bit different because I have not boon refused the lloenco of a pistol 

.. hloh I require. but I have ovory reason to pre-oonclude that if I were to apply for it 
I should ha.ve been flatly refused. The statement of mme is not without foundation 
and validity, because my ooubin who applied for the licence of a rifle was not given 
the IIcenoe be asked for. We are one of the greatest zamindars of our district, our 
family Is paying Government revenue of Rs. 8,000 (the nhole famiJy jvintly paying 
Rs. 25.000 Government revenue) and myself exolu~ively paying Rs. 2,000. We really 
rSirct tbat beini !llIpporte. S ot Hritlsh Hal we are not so H.llch trusted as to allow us 
to keep fire-arms. l'nese measures instoad of creating amicable relations with the 
Government bring about the greatest breach of fair conncction with the land-holders. 

The above are a few of the typical cases I have selected, and I 
would only like to give one more letter from a person holding a 
responsible Governmentlt1ost in judicial line which will show how 
the other party thinks of the present Arms Rules. The letter runs as 
follows: 

As for the Arms Rules, in my opinion, either the exemptionb should be totally 
abollBhed or gazetted officers of 1st class must be exempted. You can well imagine 
the anomaly that a common man who has been hanging at the coat tails of a 
District Magistrate and thus becomes a Khan Bahadur prior to 1920 Is exempted 
whilat a Bub-judge who Is entrusted with the deciBlOn of the Raia caees of the value of 
orQree Is not... . ..... In my opinion If enquiry IS at all necessary it must be entrusted 
to a District Committee comprising of officials and non-officials and their decision 
should be binding. 

Before I finish quoting examples, let me quote one more recent 
amusing example of the decision of a queer District Magistrate. A 
leading practising Vakil in a District recently a.pplied for a licence 
of a Double Barrel Breech-Loading shot.gun, and the licence was 
duly granted with the following note on the application: 

A licence for 11 Double Barrel Breech-Loading gun for British India has been 
.. nctioned In the name of the applicant, now he deposits the stsmPl for fee of the 
110enoe. Submitted for ordera. The applioant is a pleader practising in the Disiric'. 

After a month or so the gentleman happened to go and see the 
Distriot Magistrate. Noone knows what conversation paesed 
between them, but one can pretty accurately guess what eonv.rsa~ion 
could have passed between these two, which led the Distriot 
lIagistrate to write the following amusing and entertaining remarks 
on his application. The remarks ran 8.8 follows ;-

Depoelt meanwhlle. I have seen the gentleman. who lee ... "f'7 uaoer\ain 
wheth.l' be Ie an enemy of the establilbed Government or not. 

Ourioualy one would like to know from the District l(agiBi"ate 
.wher he himself ia "tb~ enemy of the este.blisbed Gonromeat or 
...... beeaa.. by fo.rfeitinB the lioeDOe of Reh a ,. ....... W. 



AriBWDIX TO I'JlB AB~ Btrr,a OOUlftBJ'S ·a .... :jf' 
" 

gentleman, has he no); sown the seed of hatred and disooniellt -"1& 
the established Government? One who sows the seeds of disoont6d 
with the established Government-then who should be e;a.U¥ the 
"enemy of the established Government, the Magistra.te .01' the 
lieepsee ,Of There is one more and the last example of the mis-use of 
the Arms Act by a District Magistrate which I would like to show. 
and I believe these exa.mples to be enough to tbrow some light on the 
a.ctual working of the Arms Act. A few months ago at Kuhipul' 
the shopkeepers observed Harb.l on a particular day; the District 
Magistrate got enra.ged a.nd issued a.n order of the forfeiture of the 
a.rms of some of these shopkeepers who observed Hartal. and the 
order of the District Magistrate with the reply of the shoJ;>-keepers 
runs as follows :--

ARMS AOT RULES-A KASHIPUR CUE.-(From a ('orre8pondent).-True 00,,
of the order of the Deputy Comm,ssloner and the reply of nine gentlemen upon,.,w~ 
the order was served are sent herewith: 

All these gentlemen are either zamindars or whole,ale oloth-merohants. T'~ 
are men of respeotable families. None of them is a non-oo-operator. Even than tu 
bureauoraoy would force them ~o be so. Well, Blr, was It any &In to 1310118 the IhOJl 
on the 13th of April? Is that Bartal declared to be an Illegal act? Can Government 
force a man to either beoome a co-operator or a non.oo-operator? Is it not ooeroiou

1 intimidatIOn? Are the peace-Iovlllg oltizens to be thus deprived of their lawfu 
aotivlties' It is rumoured that a gentloman IS gOing to be deprived of his ho:o.orar, 
magistrateship if he does not soon pubhcly do some work for the Aman Sabha. 

DISTRIOT MAGISTRATE'S ORDER.- On 13th AprJl19!2, a Bartal wall obaerved .. 
Kashipur In pursuanoe of the non-co-operation movement. A nnmber of tfa.oae whp 
dosed their shops on that day are In possessIOn of ar~ Iioenoe.. Some ot ihese have 
apologised. Others have not. Tho names of the latter are givcn below:-

By observing Hartal thesc persons showed their sympathy with the nOll-co
operation movement and also showed tbem~elves undeserving of holding arms Uoene_ 
granted by the Government. 

I therefore hereby suspend the hoences of the personll named below and a 1l0Uce 
Will be served on eaoh of them aooordmgly to depOSit hiS weapons in the polioe station 
forthwith. If wlthm one month of service of the notice the hoensee files a petition in 
my court expressing Ius regret and assurmg mo of his non-sympathy with the nQn-OO
operatlOll movement, the weapon will be rostorod. Otherwh,e the licence will:be 
cancelled 011 the expiry of ono month. 

(1) Lala Bukhdeo Prasad Khatrl, Honorary Magi.trate, Kasbipur i' <2~ Lala 
Raghblr Saran Khatri, Kashipur; (3) Lala KUQJ Behari Lal, Ion of La a Sukhdeo 
Prasad. Kashlpur: (4\ Lala Brll Kishore Khatri, oousin of Lala eukhdeo Pruad; 
(5) l.ala Puran Pershad Khatri: (6) Lala ShiV Lal Kh.atri : (7) Lala Ganga Praaad; 
(8) Lala Chheda. Lal Khatri; (9) Lala Sbyam Saran Bar Saran Khatri; (10) Lafa 
Budama Lal Raghblr Baran; (11) Lala Shlva Lal Vaish; (12) Lala Hazar! Lat 
Valsh l (13) Chanbey Amar Na.th, Chairman, Munioiplol Board, K.aahi.pur. 

THE REPLY.-To THE DEPUTY OOMMISSIONER, NAllfI TAL.-In O~ar&CII 
with your order dated 7th June 1922, Bome of us have deposited our weapoDll in the 
polloe Itation, Kashipur, and others with Sheikh Abdul Wahid. a looal lioeHed dealer 
in ,rmB. A. under the law both the courses are open to us, those of U8 'Who ha"" 
ele.~ the latter have done so in the 110ptl that it will faoilitate the disposal of theee 
arms and enable us to realise a part of their value in calle you are pot pleaeecl to 
resoind th~ above mentioned order. 

2. Under reeolution No. 21UO of the Government of India, Home ~~ 
dated the Ust Maroh 1919. (page 1), pumen!; of not less than 8.,1;000 per~. 
land-reveu.ne, or payma, of an income-tax of not less than 1\1.3,000 fOl' a ~ ot .. 
years .as well as under the United Province. Qonrnment, BeIola$iott N.o. ~= 
dated Joth l'iovembor 1919. payment of the aove IUm ... Ja,M H"~ • .01 _ 
~..,., or being au honorary mastsnate, etc., itt to lie 1NijJU_ At .-
9U,lifioat; lOG for enUillDc • perIOn ~ obtalD liceooea ,. the ......... of. 
U1Ohl4i~ rttJu •• moot~ borII. e... III aooordU09 "ttk .... ~ ... .., 
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one of us i8 duly qualified and entitled to a licence and some of us are possessed of 
more than one qualification. 

S. 'The law for tbe suspension and cancellation of licences is clearly laid down 
in the Arms Act. Under section 18 a licence IS liable to bl\8uspended or ca.ncelled 
only if the hcensee is convicted of an offence against the Al'ms Act or the Rules or 
if it is necessary to do DO for the security of the public peace. None of us has -been 
80 fa .. oOIlvicted of suoh an offenoe. nor has it been alleged by anybody, and it is not 
stated or even suggested in your order that It is necessary to suspend or canoel our 
licenoes with a vIew to preserve public peace. So, we venture to submit that your 
order is quite Illegal and ultra viles. We have, jointly as well as severally, a pro
found ooncern in the maintenance of publio peace. Even if we were unmindful of 
the publio weal, our own self. interest as well as self-regarding instinot would 
constrain UII to discountenance everything that may tend to disturb the public peace 
even remotely or indirectly. We cannot help stating that we have a distinct stake 
in the land as each one of us is oonnected either with a zemindari or with a decent 
business ooneern, or with both, and Buch as we have everything to lose and nothing 
to gain by any breach of the public peacll at any time. We beg leave to submit that 
the ('Ioslng of the shops on the 13th of A pril last-whether all of us did so or not, 
and though some of UB, namely Lala Chedalal, Lala Brijklllhor, and Lala Sukhdeo 
Prasad have no shop 10 allY bazar and Lala Hazarilal none in Kashipur, 80 that 
it was not possible for thom to olose any-has no !Jearing in the matter of onr licences 
and the Buspension thereof on this account is not warranted by the law of the land. 

4 As a oondition prE'l'edont Lo the re&toratJOn of the weapons you want an 
aSburance of non-sympathy with thC' non-co operation movelnent from each of us 
We are at a loss to understand the full import of thE'sO words. As we have stated 
above, we have to come in contact occasiona.lly, if not frequently, with publio 
servants for various purposes, such as the dl'termination or payment of land revenue 
or in<lOme-tax, or for purposes of Irrigation or settll'lncnt. and in connection WIth 
prooeedings ill courts, aud the like. Tho very f<lct of ollr hemp; in possession of those 
arms 18 sigDlficant enough. ("Be~lde8 we are rendering Dublic servioes, however 
humble they may bEl, in various other spheres, c g., m the JIlulllcipality. m the 
furtherance of the co.opprative credit movemont, In the management and mamten
anoe of the aided high school in our town, and on£' of llS Lala Sukhdeo Prasad, a180, 
ia lin honorary magistrate. Under these circumstances It would not be impertinent 
to enquire what we are reqUired to undertake by gIving ao asqurance of non-sym
pathy with the non-co-operation movement Unity among all tdces and creeds. 
uplIft of the depressod classes, encour,lgemcnt of cott ag'J industries and indigenous 
manufaoture of cloth. revival of the purity and snnplICity of orient,tlliviog, social 
aud temperancp rororm, cultivation and development of the indiVIdual and national 
Bense of self-respeot. and abovo all, tho reallbution of the par.imount neceSSity of 
the maintenance of public peace and order under all posslblp conditions and circums
tanoes and an immutable determination to adhere to the above princlpjes and to 
cultIvate feelings of personal amity and goodwill amoug mdlvldnals afe some and 
loy far the main planks in the contemporaneous non-co operation platform. Are 
we required to run in a counter direction and to turn our stiff backs against one 
and all of these and, if &0, would our conduct be of public advantage and oonduoive 
to thE' progress of the State? Further, IS any of these activities prohibited by Jaw 
and, if not, is one to be d!'prived of hili legal rights and privileges because of his 
legItimate actIOns and lawful aotions if he cannot sucoeed ID persuading his consoience 
to accept the executive vIew of the matter or to disregard its eounsel. 

5. There is a still graver aspect of this question, and we can only hope that. 
it did not strIke you at the time you passed thc preJimmary order suspending our 
licenoes. As was well known to your predeaessor in office, Kashipur Bub.divis10n 
and Its vicinity is infested with da~oitll as well as wild animals and their ravages 
have rendered serious havoc-villages have been deserted, land has gone waste and 
population is steadily dwindling-Jaoolties have never been scarce in these parts 
while during the last two or throe years arson, pillage, assall8inatioD and inhuman 
outrages have been the order of the day and a reign of terror has been supreme for a 
considerable period os even one baving no local knowledge can eaaily gather from 
tbo Sub-divisIOnal Magistrate's judgment in a recent -oaS8 (K. E_ "B. Umrao8ingh 
of May 1922). The report of the land-revenue administration in theBe provinces just 
published also bears testimony to thiS. "Agricult1..re in the Naini Tal tarai was 
bampered by the prevalence of daeoity, and the Commissioner remarks t.bat daooit.y 
'/Va, d~ ... 'rous and the pollee were helpl~a." (vide paragraph 60 of the report). It 
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il reported that a public-spirited oitilen offered to lead the polioe in }.farob laat to 
the daooUe' camp in the neighbourhood of Kashlpur town and In respollse to I.hil1 
the 8uperinte,dent of polioe did proceed to Kashipur and reached the railway 
station with a force 91, .about a hundred strong one evening but, ......... he 
retraced his ateps and ~urned baok to hiS headquarters with his party by tt. 
next $raln. Presumbly he did this out of regard for publio interest, and YOu will 
Bee from this how very Irksome Is our pOSItion speoially as some of U8 have already 
reoeived threatening letters purportlDg to have been written to us by the members 
of the ganl!:. In a oase in which a person was oonvicted for bemg in pO~lIessiQll of a 
pistol Without a ho~nse at Kashipur, the High Court held in revision that a serious 
view should not be taken of tho matter as the applioant was living In a part of the 
provinoe where dacoities had been fllirly numerous of late years and there was a 
presumption that any person found in possession of lIuch a weapon had obtained it 
for the purpose of solf'proteotion. (RevislO1l No. 680 of 19(8) 

Under th!'se ciroumstances we beg leave to admit that possession of such 
weapon as ,ve have surrendered In obedience to your orders is absolutely essential 
for purpObes of self defence for persons of our status, and we hope that on reoon. 
Sld~ration you Will be p'eased to l'ance1 your orderh under reference so that our arma 
may be restored to us. 

It is unfortunate indeed tha.t SOn'le time the zamindars and other 
respectable people are deprived of the rIght of possessing fire-arms 
by licence, while Anglo.Indians of the position of a railway-guard 
are being granted licences, even for revolvers. The Government 
of India, whose vision is certainly broader than most of the Distriot 
Magistrates may not, perhaps like them, be so narrow-minded, but 
their impetuosity has no limit. Let us, therefore, put a brake 
upon their rashness and local prejudices by an express provision 
of the Act. ., 

(4) The prosent Arms Act requires or it is at least a practice 
in some of the districts, to bring or 1->ond tho arms, after having 
brought it, to the collectorate to have the number of the arms 
endorsed on the liconce, and I know a good many instances of a few 
Englishmen of higher service-District Judge and Joint Magistrate 
-who instead of sending or bringing thelr arm to the collectorate, 
they just send a letter or a chit to the collectorate and give t.he 
number of arms in it for endorsement. I am of opinion that nobody 
should be required to bring or send his arms for endorsement to the 
collectorate, he should just mention the number of the arms in a, 
letter addrassed to the authority concerned, or if it is necessa.ry at 
all that the arm'! should be presented before the endorsement
authority. then each and everyone, whatever position he may hold, 
should be required to present his arms before the endorsement
authority and no letter or cbit should be permitted to anyone. 

(5) The limit of 200 ca.rtridges per rifle is one of the most 
important questions from the sportsman's point of view; if this limit 
m~fns 200 cartridges per rifle Pir year then certainly it will be most 
objeetionable ; 200 cartridges will never be sufficient even for a 
month in a sporting district. but if it means that not more than 200 
cartridges can be bought or kept a.t one time then there is not much 
objection. But why limit the number of ammunition at all ? "When 
the Gov81'nment relies on a person for an arm with .. certain lilllited 
number of ammunition, then I fail to understa.nd why the same 
person Should not be relied upon for an unlimited' number of 
ammunition. Why should the Government of India be responsible 
for ~his son of .at aDd re&trictioJl, which is bou.nd to creal' die-
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cont~:nt in the country, or at least among the sportsmen. and make 
the Government unpopular. I knoW' of no country in the world 
putting such sort of restriction on the amount of ammunition to be 
possessed by a licensee. 

(6) There is one more important point to which I would like 
to draw the attention of the Government, which is about the 
punishment meted out to the holders of unlicensed arms and 
ammunition. Cases have been known where an Anglo-Indian has 
been fined a. few rupees, and his arm confiscated, for unlawfully 
possessing an arm, while an Indian had to undergo a. few months, 
simple or rigorous imprisonment for even unlawfully possessing a 
sword. In the eye of Jaw there is no such distinction between an 
Englishman, Anglo-Indian or an Indian, then why the distinotion 
in the punishment. ThertJ is no reaSOn why should an Englishman 
or an Anglo-Indian escape by merely paying a few rupees as fine 
and a. poor Indian has to undergo simple or rigorous imprisonment 
for the same offence. If I am right there is a provh.ion in the 
Government Order No. 454-VI-989, dated 14th Ma.rch 1887, which 
cleArly ,;;ays that the offences against the Arms Act "would as a rule 
be suffioiently punished by fine." r am afra.id this order of the 
Government is never acted upon. There must be a uniformity in 
the punishment of an Englishman, Anglo-Indian or an India.n under 
this Act. and this will undoubtedly allay the bitter feeling of the 
racial distinction. 4t 

There is every probability that under the new rules, more 
applicatiolUl for licences will be coming in. If, then, the reforms 
are in reality the first step on the road to self-government, then 
these applioations should be dealt with in the spirit of re3.1 justice 
and right and not a'l a favour. There are no douht several District 
Magistrates whose attitude towards such applicants has been reason· 
able, but unfortunately the majority of them are still too proud aQd 
not yet prepared to consider themselves as servants but always pose 
themselves I\S mts.sters, and do not feel that a new era has set in. 
They ought to be told in plain words that the grant of a licence to 
an entitled person is never a special favour or a privilege but they 
deserve it as a. matter of right. Let me quote here a sentence from 
the speech of Mr. Iswar Saran, M. r.. A., delivered in the Lagisla.tive 
AssemblY on the 8th Reptember 1922 at Simla, who in other word. 
truly represents the public opinion and this applies in each and 
every case. He says: "We do not want the white man to be our 
perpetual ruler, our perpetual trustee, our perpetual guardian. We 
ha.ve had enough of this everlasting trust. We extend to the white 
man, and I speak with absolute trutlt and sincerity, the hands~ of 
fellowship a.nd good cotnra.deship. but I do resent and as long a8 
there is the last breath of life in me, I shall continue to resent the 
perpetual domination of the Civil Service or any other servioe .••... » 

Unless the principle is a.ccepted by the Government and faith:. 
fully acted upon by the District Magistrates any improvement upon 
the present Arms Rules will be a farce. I cannot empha.sise upoa 
this point too mnch. The entitled class .hould never be debarred 
from boldin, the licenoe except on the only i'ro-Wld of 810m 
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turpitude. I must, however, Ihake it clea.r that I do not regard a.ny 
&ttempt on the part of an Indian to oriticise the policy or the officia.l 
of the Government or any desire on his part expressed in words or 
act to bring about a fundamental change in the policy of the Govern
ment, as amounting to moral turpitude. The District Magistra.tes 
must not allow themselVes to be ca.rried away by wha.t they hear 
from the police or those unfortunate class of non-offiahl people who 
are called the flatterers, officid ftvour-seekers, title and job·hunters 
and sycophants. who as a maHer of fact have taken on themselves 
the duty to always misrepresent the true spirit and condition of 
the country and the individua.ls, simply to satisfy their personal 
aggrandizements. and those unfortunate officials who are misled 
by thiR class of people, not only ruin their own reputation and 
position but that of the Government, too, along with them. They 
should always coolly form their own opimon, and without the least 
fear of contradiction I can say, that this class of people.-who &re 
never conl'lidered anybody in publio eye, who always mislead the 
officials and hence the Government-are unfor~unately the chief 
a~d the only root caUl'e of all the pre<;ent diRcontent and situation 
in the country. The perRollal considerations would defeat the ends 
of justice and fair play and bring a bad name to the Government. 

With due re'1pect to the President of the Arms Rules Revising 
Committee, I may sa.y that I do not for a moment acoept the 
arguments sometimes put forward before .the witnesse!l. tha.t the 
presence of too many arms may prove dangerous to the public on 
such occasions as the Arrah or Katarpore riots. I wonder why no 
such riots ever ta.ke pla.ce or havo ever taken place in any of the 
Indian States, although the use of arms there is almost freer than 
in British India. It entirely depends, if I may say so, on the 
temperament of the people and the way in which delicate situations 
Me handled by the Government. In the Indian States, there is no 
such thing as quarrels between the Hindus and the Musalmans, 
probably because their rule'rs do not seem to ha.ve yet adopted the 
unwise policy of the "divide and rule." 

If I remember it right the Committee had decided that the 
powers of fixing the Dumber of licences in any district, in the ca.se 
of necessity should still remain with the local Government.. Ma.y 
I just say a few wordJ:l about this--lIond finish this minute of dissent 
with the hope tha.t these new rules will be dealt with a new and a 
broader vision-I do not thiJlk there is any harm if the local Govern
ments be given suoh power'S, but, before limiting or reducing' the 
nu.muer of licences in any particular districts. I hope the local 
G3~,ernment will kindly annourree throu~p their loca.l ga.zettes-at 
least 0, month before-the na.me with the date of the distriot where 
this n~'W order is to be enforoed, and also the rea.s9ns for doin,g.o. 
with tfu! opin!oo, if possible, of some of the leading officia.ls aNi 
uon·officials of the district cllncerned, then &nd then alon4 should 
t,be 10011.1 Governments be empowerea to enforce this order. 
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Government of India, ResolutiOf, No. F.-~29-1.2~. dated the 
8rd November 1923.-In pursuance of a resolution moved in the 
LegislatiV'e Assembly on the 8th of February 1922 by Baba. Ujagar 
Singh Bedi, a Committee was appointed by the Governor-General 
in Council to examine the Indian Arms Rules, 1920. and to make 
recommendations with a view to their amendment. In accepting 
this resolution the Governor-General in Council had made it plain 
that there could be no departure from the two principles :-

(1) that there should be no RACIAL DISCRIMINATION i~ the rules, 
and (2) that the Government must retain the plwer to IMPOSE 
RESTRICTIONS to prevent arms and particularly fire-arms from fa.lling 
into the possession of lawless or dangerous persons. 

The Committee submitted its report in November 1922. On the 
15th of February 1923 the Hon'ble Home Member stated in the 
Legislative Assembly that "subject to enquiries from local Govern
ments and other authorities concerned on certain points of detail 
the Government of India were prepared to ac<'ept the main recom
menda.tions of the Committee. They could not, however, announce 
their decision on all the recommendations made without pr+or 
consultation with local Governments who are in charge of "the 
detailed administration of the rules. Local Governments accordingly 
were asked [or their view!'> and at the same tin1e were requested to 
give effect as far as possible to the principles adopted by the 
Committee where this was feasible pending the modification of the 
rules of 1920. The replies of local Governments have now been 
received and have been fully exammed by the Government of·lndia, 
The Indian Arms Rules, 1920, have been amended where necessary 
and are DOW republished as the Indian Arms Rules, 1924 : but many 
reoommendations accepted in whole or in part involve no amendment 
of the rules, and on these the Government of India are now pleased 
to announce their decisions. . 

In paragraph::; 3 to 7 of their report the Committee deal with 
the QUESTION Ol~ EXEMPTIONS. The Government of India agree 
with the general principle adopted by tlle Committee that the con
finement of the prIVIlege of exemption IS in the special circumstances 
of India preferable to its t.otal abolttion. They accept the conc1u
sioos regarding entry l-(a) !l.nd entries 11, 11 (a) and 11 (b) of the 
schedule of exemptions, but they ouly agree to the proposal tha.t 
members of the Imperial LegUlI&ture should enjoy exemption for 
their term of office with some reluctance It is opposed by local 
Governments,on the one ba.nd, as creat.illg an invidious distinction 
between the members of the Central and of Provincial legisla.tules, 
a.nd on the other hand certain menibers of the Centr&llegisla.tares 
olaim a life.exemption and not merely exemption for their terrrt's of 
office. As regards entry 6 (d), 6 (f), 6 (g), and S (iI, enquiries have 
been made from the local Governments concerned. They 80M averse 
from the preparation of lists in the sense recomdiended by the 
Oommitt~e. It is pointed out with justwe that exemption is not 
eorllWred on certain Grea.t Sarctars or Zamindars as a right but as' 
a ~lege and that if the term were preoise,defined and a. list of 
all persons who came within that definiWon were maintained __ 
float <if inclusion in ... tpe list wpuld .ncomage ola.ims"for e;umptiolt 
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11:8 a m.atter of right. Moreover. the compilation of list on a logical 
and uniform haSiB thNughouf India would present difficulty and 
would inevita.bly result in anomalies. The most expejihmt course, 
therefore, and that which will Sfcure the maintena.nce of the prit.
ciple tha.t exemption is a privilege and at the sa.me time minimise 
the inoonvenience referred to by the Committee, is to attempt no 
definition of the terms Great Zamindars or Great Sardars or the 
like in the rules and the schedule, but to leave it to the several local 
Governments themselves to determine what persons or classes of 
persons should be included hi these categories. The schedule has 
therefore been amended a.ccordingly. 

3. The Government of India after consultation with the local 
Government on the Committee's observation on entry No.7, are of 
opinion that there is no necessity to retain entries 7 (c) and 8 of 
schedule I in view of entries 8 and 9 of schedule IV. The proviso 
therefore to entry 7 (c) in column 3, automatically disappears. As 
regards the recommendation tha.t the same privilege should be 
extended to the districts of Campbellpur. Rawalpindi aneY other 
districts adjoining the North· West F'rontier Province. the local 
Government after careful consideration, have reported that no 
extension of this privilege is required, but in order to meet the 
danger of raids in' the Attock District, suggest that power be given 
to them to issue licences for going armed in that district without 
payment of fee. The Government of India accept this suggestion 
and have accordingly amended the heading 0' the appropriate licence 
form. As regards entry 13. afler careful consideratien. they have 
decided that the words .. or the Commander-in-Chief" should 
be added. 

4. The Government of IndI:t accept the recommendation made 
in paragraph 4. 

5. In para.graph 5 the Committee recommend that all exemptees 
Rhould register the arms ill their possession in respect of which 
they enjoy exemption and that registrat.ion should be compulsory. 
The Government of India. accept the principle of l'€gistration but 
have deoided that registration should be confined to firearms, and 
tha.t no fee should be charged. Cn pra.ctice, they consider it would 
suffice if every exemptee were required to furnish the Ditoltrict 
Magistra.te with information as to th&< weapons in his possession, 
fa.ilure to do so rendering him lia.ble to tho cancellation of his 
exemption. 

S. To give effect to the recommendation regardint entries 11, 
ll-(a) and ll-(b), the Government of India have decided that those 
entlies will be deleted from ~he schedule and that no mention will 
be mMe of those classes in the reV'ised rules. Every person now 
enjoyi>ng the 'Privilege of exemption under these entries tn the r*s 
of 1920 .or under entry 12 thereof, since the sa.me considerations 
a.pply in their case also, will,on a.pplication, receive free of aHfe.s; 
e. licence in·form XVI. specia.lly made va.lid for the lifetime of the 
lioen.e~ il'l respect ·of any arms now in his possession and h~~:trto 
exe1'l!l,ptfrom Hcen~., provided he applieA witbin~ix month&'-', the 
cC).udng intQ:force 6fthe'''1'ules of 1924. .'1'he p:rivilC:\ge .willn9tof 
eouneextendto. title-holderswllq .reoeiyed. .·tit.l.aft~J' .... ,be ls~~f 
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Ja.nua.ry 1920, who unless otherwise exempt. will, a.s before. be required. 
to take out a licence under the rules. 

7. In pa.ragraph 8 the Committee recommend that in extension 
of the cla.sses described in Home Department resolution No. 2124.C .• 
dated the 21st March 1919, (page 1 ante) the payment of Rs. 500 land· 
revenue, of Rs. 100 in roa.ds and public works cesses, any payment 
of income-tax, and in the case of a Government servant receipt of a 
pay of Re. 100 a. month and upwa.rds should be the qualifications con· 
stituting eligibility for what is com monly known as the "ENTITLED 
OLASS." The Governor General in Council accepts the principle 
underlying this recommendation that the grant of licences should 
be less restricted, and more FREE EROM IRKSOME ENQUIRIES than 
was represented to be the case by ma.ny witnesses examined by 
the Committee and agrees with the qualification<; sugge!'.ted by the 
Committee as proyiding sufficient prima jaci(' justification for the 
possession of arms. He is unable, however, to accept the recom
mendation tha.t provisions recognizing and conf>tituting an "ENTITLED 
CLASS" should be embodit>cl in the rules. Conditions varY' greatly 
in dii'ftl!'I:JUL provmces in India. In some quarters a practice is in 
force more liberal than that recommended by the Committee; but 
in others it is necessary in the interest of law and order to secure 
that arms do not fall into the posse!-Rion of lawle .,s or disaffected 
perllons, and therefore they are unwilhng to embody in statutory 
rules any prOVision ",hkh would have the effect of curtailing the 
power or discretion of tbe District Magistrate in ordering enquiries. 
The term 'ENTITLED CLASS" is somewhat unfortunate. The rules 
as now framed contain no provisions inconsh,tent with the principle 
underlying the recommendation of the Committee, but the term 
"ENTITLED CLASS" has created Lho crroneous impre!:-o.;irHl that there 
is a special claR8, enjoying fewer privileg"s tlhlll the exemptee!', 
but greater than those who are neither eXt'lllptees nor members of 
the "ENTITLED CLASS." There is of cour;.c no such special cia:;!". 
rrhe term i& merely intended to comprise all those wh ORe means and 
status prima facie connote respectability und therefore jnstify the 
presumption that they are fit and proper per~OI1!. to possess arms. 
White therefore no men Lion WIll be made of an "ENTl'l'LED CLASS" 
in the statutory rule!', at the same time the Government of India 
are anxious that the qualifications recommended by the Committee 
should be generally a.dopted by the local Governments and should 
be made widely known. Where, however, a local Government has 
laid down more liberal" qualifications, these should not now be 
abandoned. They canllot support the recommendation that lists of 
the "ENTITLED CLASS" should be .maintained i the qualificativns 
a.re so low that each district list would be voluminous, ana its 
prepara.tion a.nd maintena.nce would involve the appointment of a 
special sta.ft'. The expenditure and labour involved would be wholly 
inoommensurate with the results obtained. 

8. In paragraph 10, the Committee recommend tha.t where 
enquiry is necessary the agency of the polioe should not. if possible, 
be employed; but that if no other AGENCY OF ENQUiRY is available 
a lioence should not be refused on the strength of a polioe report 
alone but only after Q. fur(;her ma.gisteria.l enquiry. The Government 
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of India. are unable to conour in this recommendation and are 
constrained to deprecate a refleotion on the good faith of the police. 
The replies of local Governments mdicate that it is impossible to 
elimmate enquIry by the pohce in the cities and that owing to the 
shortage or absence of suitable revenue staff. no other agency is 
a\ ailable in many district areas. At the same time the replie!! show 
that enqUIry is frequently ca.rned out by other agencies where these 
a.re availa.ble. The Government of IndIa. are of opinion that the 
agency of enquiry IS really a matter for local Governments and are 
accordingly adverse from impo<;ing any restriction on the oboice of 
agency. They leave the matter in the hands of local Governments 
who will. they are confident, take all steps necessary to seoure that 
whatever prevIOUS enqll11'leS are necessary they are promptly oarried 
out. and in a. manner which If;, neIther inquisitorial nor calculated to 
wound the self-el>teem of tho applicant. 

9. The Government of India are in complete agreement with 
the recommendatIOn made in paragraph ] 1 that ordinarily NO 
ARBIrRAR~ LIMP!' should be uupol>ed on the NUMBER OF LICENOES 
lbsued in 11. dlf-tnct but that local Governments should have the 
dl"cretlOnary power of lil1lltmg the number of hcences in any area 
or dl~tr\Ct m winch the number of arms JUl>tlfies the apprehension 
of fierious danger or ll1 whl{'h such re<;tnctlOn IS deemed necessary 
for the mamtenc1Tl('e of pubilc tranqutlilty. They atcept the recom
mendatIOn In par,lgraph 12 and have provH¥ld for the right of appeal 
by all amendment ot the rules. The recommendation in paragrAph 13 
is accepted :mh]ect to a partl!!.l lo ... ervdtlOl1 as to the proposal that 
the dUr<ltlOn of the hcenco ... hould be for the calendar year. Local 
Governments have pomted out that ill practice lllconvenience would 
anse and wuuld prefer I hat hcenreR for po ... session and going armed 
and for protectIOn of crop'" or destruction of Wild animals should 
run from the ~ate of I<,sue, but have no ohjectlOn to other licences 
belDg l!'!-ued for the ralendar year. The Government of India agree 
WIth the vIew.., of the local Governments. 

10. In paragraph 14 the Committee have dwelt on the incon
vemence to whICh PERSONS DESIROUS OF PUROHASING WEAPONS 
are put becau<;e they cannot pwduce the weapon when applying for 
tbe lIcence nece~sary for its posse<,sion. The Government of India 
agree With them that It is not neces'!ary to provide for issue of 
temporary licences in such case!'! and accept the recommendation 
that a regula.r hcence should be issued at the time the applicant 
apphes for a hcence. if the application is granted. Provision ha.s 
b~ln made in the condition Iiottaching to the appropriate lioences 
for the details of purchases to be filled in on the form by the dealer 
from whom the purchases are ma.de and also, to meet oriticism 
offered III this respect, for details to be furnished to the licensing 
a.uthority by the licen')ee himself in a.ny oa.se in whieh he purchases 
arms a.nd a.mmuniti0n from any person who is not a lioensed dealer. 

11. The GOVGlnment of India. aocept the prinoiple of the reoom· 
uandation ma.de in paragraph 15 tha.t a TEMPOBARY LIO;ENOE for 
14 days should be given to persons arriving in India. by 8ea and not 
in possession of a. regular licence on the payment of full fee by the 



28 GOVE.RN.M.ENT OF iNDIA lhsOLUTlON OF NOV~MBER 1928. 

Oustoms Iluthorities. It is however open to objection in detail. The 
period clearly will in many cases be too short for the object in view; 
the payment of tho full fee to the Customs authorities will deprive 
looal Government'! of their legitimate revenue; and finally it is 
doubtful whether the agency of the Customs authorities is altogether 
Imitable for the purpose. The Government of India have therefOl'e 
decided that a temporary licence for the period of the journey to 
destination should be granted by the Commissioner of Police at 
Bomb3.Y, Madras, Calcutta. B.angoon, or the District Magistrates at 
other ports, on a Rpecial form on the payment of a. fee of Re. 1 for 
ea.ch weapon and tha.t on arrival at dei'ltination 0. regular licence 
should be taken out in the ordmary way. No practical difficulty 
need be anticipated. It wiWbe made clear in the form of temporary 
licence that it does not cover possession after arrival at destination. 
Travellers arriving in India possessing no regular licence and 
deHirous of obtaining one should inform their agents beforehand of 
the weapODR they intend to import anl\ instruct them to obtain the 
necesFary temporary li cence. On arrival at destination they should 
appl~ fur the IiCtlLlceS required in the ordinary way. ' 

12. The Government of India accept the recommendations made 
in paragraph 16. The conditions of the licence for'l1s have accord
ingly been altered so as to make it ('ompulsory to REPORT THE LOSS 
OF FIRE-ARMS. A note has aho been appended to the licence form~ 
explaining that the breach of any of the conditions of the licence 
renders tho licensee liable to the ponalties which may be imposed 
under the Act. 

13. '1'he Government of India accept the recommendations made 
in paragraph 17, 18, 19 and 20 and trust that local Governments will 
give effect io them both in the leiter and the spirit. As regards 
paragraph 20 they agr~e that the District Magistrate or any Magis
trate in charge of a sub-division in the District in which tbe licensee 
is residing or in any other district in which he is known should be 
empowered to RENEW A LICENCE. In any case of doubt it is always 
open to RllCh Magh.trate to make enquiries from the licensing 
authority which originally granted the licence. 

14. In paragraph 21 the Committee !'tate their recommendation 
in r('gard to FEB~. There is some diversity of opinion in the replies 
received from the local Governments, some accepting the proposal, 
some recommending no charge and others putting forward variants 
of their own. The principal objection is the loss of revenue which 
will result from the adoption on the scale proposed by tbe Com~ 
mittee ; in some quarters, too, it is s\1ggested that the large numher 
of a.rms-licences issued does not justify the belief that persons who 
require weapons are deterred from purchasing them by the high 
cost of the licence. Tho Government of India are impressed by 
the s\lbstantialloss of revenue which complete acceptance of this 
recommendation will entail. On the other hand they cannot over~ 
look the fact that stress was laid on the desira.bility of reduoing the 
fees before the Committee, particularly in the oase of breech-loading 
weapon$, by many of the witnesses who were examined. They have 
a.ocordingly deoided that tbe initial fees should rema.in unchanged 



GOVERNMENT OF INDIA RESOLUTION OF NOVEMBER 1923 29 
" 

but that half these fees should be ohargeabt.e on renewa.l provided 
applica.tions are made within a month following the expiry of the 
period covered by the original licence. In their opinion this reduc. 
tion of the renewal fees will afford sub."tantial relief, and is the 
most they can agree to in tho present financial stringency. 'J'hey 
accept the recommendation in reg&rd-(1) to the payment of fees by 
non-judicial stamp, but consider that an applica.nt should have the 
option of paying them in cash,-(2) the application for licences, (3) 
the renewal of licences by post, -(4) exemption from payment of fees 
in the circumsta.nces stated in the collcludlllg portion of para
graph 21. and (5) the payment by dealers of a single fee for import 
into India. and tran'lport to deRtination. 

15. As regarls the limit on P08SESSION OF AMMUNITION, the 
Government of Indi& agree with the recommendation of the Com
mittee aftld trust that local Government'; will, if they ha.ve not already 
done 80, issue suitJ.ble in'ltructions on the hnes recommended. 

16. They accept in principle the recommendation made in 
paragraph 2;~ that the issuE' of ALL·INDIA LICE NOES should be as 
unre'ltrlCted as possible. They agree that AS'lam and Burma should 
no longer be excluded trom the all·Indh licence; but they consider 
it necessary to rnake a provi"lOn that anyone who has secured an 
all-IndIa licence in one province shall, if he enters another province, 
be subject to such re'ltrlCtio'1s at; may be Jllnpo'led by that province, 
as for example, that an all-India hcence granted in one province 
should be endorsed by tho Di~trict Magistrate of the district of 
another provinre visited by the holder of the licenre. Enquiries as 
recommended have been made from the Punjab, Burma. the North
West Frontier Province and Delhi whether the retention of the<;e 
pro\rinces in column 1 of Schedule II if, required; the North-West 
Frontier Provmce agrees to exclusion, but the Government of India 
are unwilling at present to arlopt this suggestion in the case of the 
Punjab (with which DelhI may be included) or Burma. On the 
proposal made in paragraph 203 regarding greater expedition in 
dea.lin~ WIth applications for licences it is impossible and indeed 
unnecessary for the Government of India to issue any general orders. 
They are aware that .l,pcal Governments are fully alive to the 
necessity of prompt attention to applications for the grAnt and 
renewal of licences. They trUf,t that no avoidable dela.y will occur i 
that if a.t any time the pressure of work in connection with licence 
applica.tions becomes abnormal, special measures will be taken to 
cope with it; ahd that if in any case unnecessary delay has ocourred 
st~s will be taken to prevent its recurrence in future. 

17. The Government of India a.ccept the recommendations ma.de 
in para.graph 25, 26. 28, 29, and 33, but Pore unable, in view of the 
stronger objections placed before them by the milita.ry authorities 
tha.t there is no dIfnculty in CONVERTING SUOH RIFLES to take 
Government a.wmunition. to accept the recommendation oontained 
in pa,~raph 27. As rega.rds the recommendation in paragra.ph 31, 
the Government of India. are of opiolon that it is advisable to 
regwal'ile the practioe followed by LIOENSED-DEALERS of ElrlPLOYING 
48f!1IS'l'ANTS to conduct their business in their temporary absence, 
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an.,d the licence form granted to dealers has accordingly been 
amen~d so as to include a column for the names 'of duly authorized 
assistants. 

18. The recommendation contained in paragraph 30 does not 
commend itself to the Government of India. They apprehend that the 
CAHRYING OF FIREARMS BY FEMALES might ha.ve dangerous results. 

and would only expose such females to attack from lawle~s persons 
desirous of stealing weapons. In their opinion it Rhould be possible 
to meet the situation which the Committee appear to have had in 
mind by the entry of certai.n specified mombers of the licensee's 
family a.s reta.iners. 

19. On the recommendation made in paragraph 32 urging 
RECIPROCITY WITH INDIAN STATES the Government of India 
are not in a position to make any announcement. They have 
taken up the matter with the various States, and negotiations are 
proceeding. 

20 The change-; in tln:l rules necessitated by the acceptance of 
theM recommendations have been made; and the rules are now 
published as the Indian Arms Rules of 19~4. It has not been found 
possible to accept in luto the recommendations of the Commitee in 
regard to the FORM IN WHH'H 'I'HE RULES :--hould be published. 
They advised a t-eparation of the tE'chnical direction!' intended for 
dealers from the rulel' g~verning the grant of licences for p')ssession 
of fire-arms for private purposes. An attempt was made to draft 
the rules on this principle, but it wa'! wholly ul1 sati!'factory, and 
was accordingly abandoned. The Indian Arms Rules of 1920 follow 
the order of the sections of the Act; this is oLviously the logical 
arrangement of the rules and it is clearly convenient on adminh;tra
tive grounds that the I'ections of the Act and the rules should be 
in the same sequence. Moreover, the difficultieR of interpretation 
to which the Committee have adverted are due far less to inherent 
obscurity or to the incorporation of technical d lrections, than .to the 
fact that they are not Flelf-containod. To be properly understood 
they must be read in conjunchon with the Act and with the 
schedules and such dlfficultie'3 as the ordinary member of the public 
feels, will not be solved by the publication of a paraphrased or 
abbreviated addition of the rules bllt by the' dessemination of infor
mation as to the correct proMdure of applying for and securing a 
licence. The Government of India have accordingly PTepared for 
such use as local Governments may consider suitable a short 
pamphlet in popular language, describing the procedure regulating 
the application for licenoes for the possession of firearms for 
purposeR of sport. protection, show and the like. 'l'hey trust that 
this pamphlet will be translated into the varlOUS vernaoulars and 
that publiCity will be givQn to it. .. 

21. In conclusion the Governor-Genera.l in Council wishes to 
express his appreciation of the labours of the Comll;littee. The 
Indian Arms Rules of 1920 evoked much critioism and many defects 
were removed as they were pointed out. But much remained to be 
done when the Committee WAS appointed in 1922, and their business
like and praotical recommendations coupled with & sympathetic 



BRIEF EXPLANATIoN OF THE RUL1l:8. 81 

administration 9J the ... rules by the 100801 Governments should go fa.r 
towards removing a.ny dissatisfactton whioh may sttll rema.in. 

A brief explanatwn of the RuietJ affecting the possession of arms 
by prwate mdzvuluaU. 

1. Complaints have been made that the India.n Arms Rules are 
d • not ea::-y to understand. They contain many 

Iintro uCbon. technical directIOns of no mterest to the private 
per50n who desHes to posse~s arm5 for private purposes; th6Y have 
been modified from time to tmH' and have been considerably revised 
thi;; year (1923.24) and as they have to be read m conjullction with 
the Act and the ~chedule~, the layman sometil1'l18s finds it hard to 
ascertain the procedure he l'hould follow m order to.!;IfKlUre a licence 
and to understand the condltlOns on which he may keep arms. 
Thi ... pamph let has been prepared, therefore, wIth fl, view to explam
Itlg to the pubhc the procedure laid down for obtaming and renewing 
arm ... hcences, purchasmg ammUnltIOlI, carrymg weapons on jour
ney~, llnpOl ting or exportmg weapon"! tor private use and the like. 
It does not purport to be an exhau'!tIve paraphrase of the Rules but 
merely set 1'1 forth In I angulge free from legal technicalitieH, what 
the procedure 1'4 wIthout touchmg on matterb connected with the 
manufacture, Impcp·t, export and sale a" dfi'ectIllg dealers. 

2. Every per'-on who is not specially exempt from the opera
tIOn" of thoRe "ectlOnb~f the Act WhICh prohibit 

Persons who req\llre the keeping or carrymg of arms without a 
licences Ilnd t b 0 8 e lIcence mu",t take out hcence", to rover any exempt. 

arms or ,~mmunltlOn which he pOS5eFlse<; or 
wi"hes to purchase. A It''lt of the pe1'<;on8 and cla ... se., of perAons so 
exempt will be found III Schedule J. of the Indw,ll Arms Rules, 1924 
Per<,on5 exempt however are <.,uhJcct to the fottowmg condItIOns :-

(,) the nUl1lber and de'-Cl'lptlOll of arm'! in re<;pect of which 
exemptIOn J<; enjoyed \ll,ty be re ... tncted under <.,epara,te orders.ibsued 
by each local Government. Where [mch orders are in force, ~rm5 
III exce"", of the PI e"crl bed numbers or descl'lptions must be covered 
by hcences ; (It) all fire-arms [and ammullltion] in a perl'on'g p08F1e'1-
Rioa must be regl',t£1red in ,>uch manner as the local Government 
may prel'lcribe; (Itt) the lab"! or theft of any arms or &.mmunitiou 
must be reported forthWith • the nearest police station; and (iv) 
arm" or ammunitlOn may not b~ imported through the post office 
and in lJurma may not be de'!patched through the post. 

Orders regarding conditlOns (t) and (ti) are issued separately by each 
lo~al Government in regard.to It!" own territory. It is not possible. 
therefore, to st~te here what they are, but the necessary information 
will be easily obtamable from a Commissioner of Police in a 
PreSidency Town or ~e neareFlt Magistratt- In the old rules, 1920, 
the list of exemptions was much larger than it is now; and oertain 
categories have beeu excluded from the new schedule. S~ch persons 
now excluded but exempt under the rules of 1920 will be granted 
a life certificate of exemptionHree of fees in respect of the wea.pons 
in respect of which they now enjoy exemption provided they a.pply 
within six months of the issu" nf thA Rnl"s of 1924. 
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3. Generally speaking, that is, outside the ~rovince8 of the 
Arms for which Punjab, Burma and Delhi, KcenQes are not 

U_eurerequired and neces3ary to cover possession of arms other 
t!-e vario.. kind. of than fire-arms fI.g., SWORD-STICKS, DAGGERS, 
lu:enee.. SP~ARS. etc., hut it ma.y happen that in parti
cular districts or cities in other ptl'1'Vinoes under special orders of 
the local Government, licences in respect of such arms may be 
necessa.y. As, however, orders of this deRcription are issued in a 
time of emergency and rescinded when the emergency has passed, 
it is not pO'lsihle to include details in this pamphlet and persons 
who may have doubts are therefore advised to make enquirie~ from 
the Commissioner of Police in th') Presidency Towns and elsewhere 
from the nearest :M.agibtrate Where necessa.ry, licences for arms 
of this description are i'l,med for a fee of eight annas for each 
weapon. Otherwise, throughout Bl'itish India with the exception 
of a few scattered di'ltricts, debils of which may be found. if fuller 
information is desired. in schedule IV to the Indian Arms Rules, 
licences to cover possel-sion of and going armed with all firearms 
are npcessary. ThoGe t1.re of variom; kinds and the applicant should 
make up his mind which form of licence he requires before submit
ting his application. For example :-

4. LicenceR may he given entitling the holder to keep arms 
(other than pistolR and revolverR) and ammuni-

Kinds of Iicencf's. tiop in a certain place but not to go armed; 
or u,galn, 

Licences may be given permitting tho holders to possess armR 
and go armed for the purpose of sport, protection or display; 
or again. 

Lic('nces may be given to PO,Sf'KS arm" and go arr,led for the 
destruction of wild illlim \\-; w'hich do injury to human heingR, C lttlo 
or eropK- (l'heqe are intOllrled mainly to help cultivator:! and are 
granted free of fecR); and, la"Lly, 

Licences m:ty be given to go armed on J, jonrney. 

5. It may be aqked whether everybody iR entitled to a. licence 
Peraon& who may on payment of tho prescrihcd fee. The answer 

apply for licences. is in the nellative. Any person of course 111ay 
app' y for a li~pnce. hut the grant of licences 

is governod by the bload principle that arms and ammunition must 
not be allowed to fall into the hands of lawless people. It is clea.rly 
impossible for all applicants to be personally known to the licencing 
authority, who in order to disoharge vroperly the responsibility Ilt-id 
on him, must in mn.ny cases cau~e enquiries to be made, through 
any agency he deems bebt, into the bona fides of the applicant and 
hi" fitness to p08Ress arms. before he oa.n gra.nt a licence. The 
Government of India have, however. laid down certain qualifications 
the possessi{m of anyone of which, connotes, in their opinion, 
sufficient evidence of respectability to warrant the grant of a. licence 
without further enquiry unless the licensing authority ha.s .. 
sufficient and definite reason for refusal or for ordering enquit7. 
These qualificatiops are ;-
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(a) Membership of any Order established by the Crown or the 

possession of a. title conferred or recognized by the Government 
of India. or of the Kaiser-i-Hind Medal or a Oertifica.te of Honour.
(b) Membership. past or present to the Indian Central or Provincial 
Legislatures.-(c) Payment of not less tha.n Rs. 500 land revenue or 
Rs. 100 in roa.ds or public works cesses, or any payment of incom
tax-'d) Being a Government officer in receipt of a salary of not 
less than RS. 100 par mensem.-(e) Being a Commissioned or gazetted 
officer of His Majesty's Naval, Military or Air Forces, Indian 
Marine Service or a Commissioned Indian Officer of the Inperi&l 
Service Troops in active service.-(f) Being a pensioned offioer 
who before retirement Wtl.S by virtue of his official position 
included in (d) or (e) a.bove. 

6. The licence whioh is most generally required is that which 
will enable the holder to possess arms and go 

Licence moat lener,.Uy armed for purposes of sport, protection or 
required and from whom 
obtainable display. This Heellee is grallted in Form XVI 

and anyone wishing to obtain it should apply 
eIther in person or by post to the Commii:,sioner of Police in Presi
dency towns and elsewhere to the nea.rest District or Sub-Divisional 
Magistrate unles"l the applican t ordinarily resides in an Indian 
State and may have LlCCd.SlOn to viSIt BrItish India in which case he 
should apply to the Pohtica.l Officer of his State. 

7. Details of the FEES chargeable for- a licence in this form 
Fee._ will be found on reference to the hea.ding of 

Licence Form XVI.-Broadly, they are :-
(z) for a breech-loading revolver or pistol Rs. 10.-(ii) for any 

other breech-loading weapon Rs. 5.-(m) for any other weapon 
annu 8. 

These rates apply to a licence granted for the first time. On 
renewal, fees at half these rates, exoept in the case of the last named, 
will be charged. 

There are, however. certain classes of persons who, in virtue 

Persons who are not 
required to pa)' fees and 
bow fee •• bould be paid. 

of their past or present ch'i\ or military service, 
have been exempted from the necessity of 
pa.ying FEES for licence in this form. -Details 
of these wdl also be found in Schedule VII. 

Otherwise. where payable, fees may be naid either by means of a 
non-judicial stamp affixed to the applica.tion or in cash at the option 
of the applicant. 

~. Licences in Form XVi are originally gra.nted for one year 
from the date of issue and for the most part 
hitherto ha.ve been valid only in the district 
in which they were ~ranted_ Licensees should. 
h<,wever. realize that if they wish to avoid 

Ana CO'Iered by 
licence aDd period of itt 
YaUcIit,.. 

the inconvenience of annual renewal they may apply for,. LIOENOE 
VALID FOR A PERI0D NOT EXOEEDING THREE YEARS which will b • 

. granted on payment of a compounded fee. A. liaence in this form 
_ay also be nade valid for the whole of British India and the 

practice of giving luch all-India licences has been .ncouraged in 
order to 11liuimi8e the inconvenien .. otherwise oauHd to persona 
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who move freqently from one district to another. It should be 
observed that a condition attaching to a licence specially made 
va.lid for the whole of British India is that its validity is subject to 
such restrictions as may be imposed by a local Government in 
respect to its own territory. e. fl., countersignature by a local officer 
of a licence granted or renewed by an officer of another province, 
etc •• and holders of such licences are advised in their own interests 
to a.scertain. when they have occabion to go outside the province 
in which they originally obtained their licence or subsequently had 
it renewed, whether any such restrictions have been imposed in the 
province to which they have gone. This information will be reacijly 
obtainable from the neare5t licencing authority in the new province 
who will also, in most cases, be in a position to regularize the licence 
if this is necesFary. 

9. The amount of AMMUNITION FOR REVOLVERS, P1STOLS AND 

Rettriction. on quan
tity of an.munition that 
may be po.selled. 

RlFLES OTHb:R THAN ·.zZ BORE, which the 
licel1"l.'C' iF' entitled to possess at anyone time 
or within thE.' period of validity of the licence 
will be entered on the licence. This amount 

is determiner! by local UoverIlmentq and all purcbase<; of ammuni· 
tion for the:"o weapon ll1u<,t he entered on the itl'ence furm by the 
vendor bllt there is no nece-'''lty for the latter to enter purcha.~eH 
of any other kind of ammunition on the pO"l:-.esbion of which there 
are no restriction., nor has he any need to enter on any form of 
licence purchllHes of any kind of <Ll11ll1uniLion, other than that for 
rifle!; of '303 or '450 bore (and rev!)lver,; or pistols of '·150 01' any inter
mediate boro) (to effect the purchase of which all1munition possession 
licences have to be taken out even by persons otherwise exempted) 
made by persons who are exempted from the necessity of taking 
out licences. 

10. Where a licence is valid only for the dif--trict in which it wa.s 
granted and the holder wishes to carry his 

JOllrney licence.. weapons all a JOUHNEY or in cases in which 
the licenl'!pe wi~hes to go on a journey accom

panied by tHs retainers who are accustomed to bear arms when 
accompanying him, a licence is requirod for which a feo of four annas 
is cha.rg~d for all weap(II1S except revolvers or pistols for which a 
fee of Rs. 10 is exacted. Theli'e licences are obtainable from a Com
missioner of Police, a District Magistrate or a Sub-Divisional Magis
trate specially empowered to grant them and as the law requires 
an officer who receives an appliClttioll for a journey licence to obtain 
the previous approval to its grant of the proper authority of the 
place of residence of the applicant in cases where the latter ooes 
not reside within the jurisdiction of the officer to whom application 
is made or not personally known to him. unless for any special 
reason thiA prec'lution is considered unnecessary, persons are a.d
vised to allow for the delay that such enquiries must oause by sub
mitting their applications some time before the actual date of the 
journey. It should also be noted that n. journey licence does not 
entitle the holder to-use the arms covered by it for purposes of sport 
in the course of his journey. A licensee holding a district or a 
provincial licence wishing to prooeed to any plaoe outside the dis-
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trict or province for sport should have his licence made valid for 
that place and that for the journey thereto or, and he i'l advisen 
to do this, get his licence made valid for the whole of British India.. 

11. The conditions attaching to the grant of any lioence are 
printed on the form itself. These should be 

Condition. attaching carefully noted and observea as the infringe
to licences. 

ment of anyone of them constitutes an offenoe 
under the Indian Arms Act and renders the holder of the Iicenoe 
liable to prosecution. Prominent amongbt these conditions are 
those which require the giving of information forthwith at the 
nearest police station of the loss or theft of any arms or ammuni~ion 
and the embargo on the taking of arms to a FAIR, RELIGIOUS 
PROCESSION OH OTHER PUBLIC ASSE~BLAGE unle~A speciaJly 
authorised to do so. 

12. A"! has already been stated, licence"! 10 cover p08session 
Renewal of licences. and going armed are granted for a period of 

from one to threo year"l. When thi .. period 
is nearing expiry, if the arms covered by a hcence are stll1 in the 
holder's posse%ion, he !>hould apply for renewal of his licence. Such 
an application should be addressed either to the authority who 
granted the licence or the nearest Di"trict or Sub-Division Magis
trd.te according to which officer's headquarters are nearest to the 
applicant's place of residence for the time being. PRODUCrION OF 
ARMS is not usually demanded betore a. l.icence is renewed but it 
f,hould be understood that It rests with the licensing authority to 
demand this if he deem~ it necessary. The original hcence should, 
of course, accompany all application"! for renewal. In many cases 
PERSONAL APPLICATIONS will be found mo"t speedy and convenient 
and are therefore encouraged where persons reside at head-quartets 
stations or in citlOs and towns but there is no objection to the sub. 
mission of these applications through the po~t. It has already been 
stated that fees for renewal are, with one exceptlOn, muzzle-loading 
firearms and other arms, half the original fees. In this connection 
it should be noted, however, that licensing authorities have discre
tion to levy fees at tlte original rateR in respect of renewals where 
the application for renewal is not received within a month following 
the date of expiry of the licence and where there is no sufficient 
excuse for the delay. 

13. Private individuals frequently wish to import firearms into 
India as part of their persona.l luggage. If a 

Arransementl for licence covering possession in India ha.s been 
~di:e~:~!:. *rriving in obtained beforeha.nd or if a person is one of 

• an exem~ted class no difficulty arises 80S on 
production before the Customs authorities of the licence or proof, 
if required. of exemption, the arms can at once be cleared since in 
these cases no Fpeoia.llicence ,to cover import is necessary. In th. 
ma.jority of CAses, however, concerning non-exempted personl', the 
arms are not covered by a possession licence and in cases of tnis' 
kind where a. person's final destination in India is .flot the port of 
arrival, a licence covering temporary possession during the period 
of the journey from the port of disembarka.tion to the place of desti ... 
n.tio," can be obtained on payment of a. fee of Re. 1 per weapon from 
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tM Commissioner of Police or District Magistrate at the port of 
arrival. This will ena.ble an individual to take his weapons with 
him on his journey up-country but on arrival at his destination he 
must take out a regular licence in the ordinary way. The objec
tion that there may be no time on arrival in which to obtain a 
TEMPORARY LICENCE of the kind described from the Commissioner 
of Police or other authority can easily be met by the individual 
instructing his agent in advance to obtain this licence on his behalf 
to cover the weapons he is bringing with him and a description of 
which should be furnished to the agent. The great advantage of 
this procedure is that the importer will be able to proceed at once 
on his journey with his weapons in his pOl'session instead of leaving 
them in deposit with the Customs authorities until a proper licence 
covering possession can be obtained in respect of them. 

14. RIFLES OF '303 AND '450 BORES AND REVOLVERS OR PISTOLS 
OF '450 BORE. [and revolvers or pistols of '441', 

Rifle., revolven and '455 or any intermediate bore} are 110t allowed 
pbtol. of prohibited to be imported into British India except bore •. 

under tile special san<'tion,JOf the Government 
of India whioh is only given for exceptional reasons. This prohibi
tion applies to all weapons the bore of which is of the dimensions 
given irrespective of the dimensions of the chamber or "lead" 
and whether, as manufactured, Government ammunition ca.n or 
cannot be used in them. Even persons who have been granted the 
privilege of exempti01i have had it restricted in this respect to 
weapons which have been lawfully imported into British India. and 
no licensing authority is permitted to give a licence to cover popses. 
sion of such weapons to non-exempted persons unless he is satisfied 
that they have been lawfully imported. This ca.n only be the oa!'e 
if special permission ha.s been obtained or the weapons were in India 
before the prohibition against import came into force. i.e .• in the 
ease of the ritles before January 1901, and of revolv-ers or pistols 
before the latest Arms Rules, those of 1924. came into force. To 
ensure, however. that persons who own such rifles lawfully for 
sporting purposes and revolvers or pistols obtained before tlieir 
import was prohibited, may obtain ammunition for the same in 
reasonable quantities provision has been made in the Rules to permit 
of selected dealers being allowed to import and sell Buoh ammuni
tion to qualified persons, i.e., those who hold licences covering 
possession of the same. 

15. Private individuals are not required to obtain any special 
EllpoR Ucenc:ea. licence to cover the EXPORT OP' ABils and 

AMMUNITION which they may desire to take 
out of the country with them or 'send out of India provided these 
are of a reasonable quantity and their possession in India is covered 
either by a licenoe or by exemption. 

16. In the Appendix which foIlo~s will be found 'he list of 
exempted periODS {Vide Schedule I, of the Rules], of persons 
entitled to .1. life oertificate, (*belowl, perSODS who are not 
re'luired to pay fees for posset'sion licences [Vide Schedule VII.I 
and specimen cppies of the licence forms [i.e., Forms Nos. XIV, 
~Vl, XVII. XVIII, XIX and XX in Schedule VIIH 
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-1. All Individual mernben of the undermentloned olastea who were atl such 
exemp~ed under the Indian Arma Rules, 1909, Immediately before the ooming Illto 
foroe of the Rules of 1920 :-

(a) members of any Order of Knighthood; (b) persons holding the Ka~r-I-Hjlld 
medal; (e) persons holding titles oonferred or reoognlsed by the Governor-Geller&l 
In Council; (dl persons holding swords or other arms received as gift. from the 
Governor-General In Council or a local Government; (6) per-ona holding certUlcales 
received on the occasion of the assumption of the tiUe of Empress of India by Her 
late Majesty Queen Victoria; {f} retired offioers (other than retired subordinate, 
warrant, petty and non·commlssioned officers) of the Royal Navy and retired Bri
tish and Indian officers within the meaning of seotlon 7 (1) and (2) of the Indian 
Army Act. 1911, in receipt, as suoh, of a pension; and (g) landholders and members 
of a 'Munlolpal BQard or a Committee designated for exemption in any Jist Issued 
in this behalf of a local Government. 

2. All perlons who before the 1st day of January 1920, had been admitted as 
members of the Distinguished Service Order, the Imperial Service Order, the Indian 
Order of Merit or the Order of British India, or had been awarded the Vlot{lrla 
Crolls, the Military Cross, the Distinguished J!'lying Cross. the Distinguillhed Conduct 
Medal, the Distinguished Flying Medal. the Long Service and Good Conduct 
Medal, the Volunteer Decoration, the King's Polioe Medal, the Volunteer Long 
Service Medal or the Indian Di&tingulshed Service Medal. ' 

3. Retired officers (other than retired subordinate, warrant, petty and non
oommissioned offioerf) of the Royal Navy and retired British and Indian officera 
within the meaning of section 7 (1) and (2) of the Indian Army Act,1911, ill receipt, 
as auch, of a pension, who retired after the 31st Deoember 1919 and before the lst 
July 1921, and are resident in t.he Punjab. 

4. Such of the second and third class Bardars of the Deccan, of the aeoond 
class Bardars of Guzrat and ot the Mehwasi Chieftains In the Bombay Pr08idenoy 
as were exempted under the Indian ArnlS Rules, 1909, and Meherbhan Fatteh8ing 
Gumanalngh, th~ Chieftain of Chikali. • 



88 TJlE INDIAN ARMS ACT. 

THE INDIAN ARMS ACT, Xl OF 1878. 
PREA.MBLE. SECTIONS. I.-Preliminary. 

1. Short title,-Local tlxtent,-and Savings. 
2. Oommencement. 
3. Repeal of enactments. 
4. Interpretation-clause. 

II.-Manufacture, OOnt'er8~on and Sale. 

5. Unlicen.ed manufacture, conversion and saJe prohibited. 
lII.-Import, Export and Transport. 

6. Unlicensed importation and exportation prohlbited.-Importation and 
exportation of drms and ammunition for private Ube. 

7. Sanction of Locdl Government required to warehousing of arms, etc. 
8, 9. [Repealed.] 

10. Power to prohibit transport.-Transhlpment of arms. 
It. Power to establish searching statlOnp. 
12. Arrest of persons conveying arms, etc. under suspicious circumstances, 

Procedure where afrest made by person not a Magistrate or a police officer. 

117 .-Going armed and p08ses8ing Arms, etc. 

13. Prohibition of golug armed without licence. 
14. Unlicensed possession of fire-arms. etc. 
15. Posacs'Iion of a.rms of a.ny descriptLOu witllOut licence prohibited in certain 

places. 
16. Arms, of which possession has become unlawful, to be deposited at police

station. 
V.-LJc(Jnces • 

• 
17. Power to make rules as to licenses. 
18. Oancelilog and suspension of hoense. 

VI.-Penaltw •. 

19. For breaoh of sectIons 5,6,10,13 to 17. 
20. For secret breaches of sectiolls 5, 6, 10, 14 and 15.-For conceuling arms, etc. 
21. For breach of licence. 
22. For knowingly purchasing arms, etc, from uulicensed person.-For delivering 

arms etc, to persons not authorized to possess them. 
23. Penalty for breach of rule. 
24. Power to confiscate. 

V IL-Mt8I:ellanl'oll8 

25. Search and seizure by Magistrate. 
26. Seizure and detention by Local Government. 
27. Power to exempt. 
28. Information to be given regardmg offences. 
29. Sanction required to oertain-pro(leedings under section 19, clause (f) 
SO. Searches III the cas~ of offences against section 19, clause (f), how conducted. 
31. Operation of other laws not barred. • 
32. Power to take census of fire-arms. 
3S. Notice and limitation of prcoeedlngs. , 

THE FIRST SOHEDULE.-ENACTMENTS REPEALED.
THE SECOND SCHEDULE. [RepmHed.] 

ST.ATEMJNT OF REPEALS .AND AlofltNDHBNT8. 

Seotion 1 (6) amended in part by ... .lot XLIX of l.9~;)'f Sec. SIS. 
Sections 8 and 9 and Second Schedule l 

,Repealed. and Section a Repealed in part, by 5 .lot XU of 1891. Flnt Scbedule. 
Ji ~~lon 16 lubatltuted b, ... ... A.ot XX of 1919, 
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THE INDIAN ARMS AOT, XI OF 1878. [15th-March 1878.] 

[As AMENDED BY ACT XX OF 1919 AND AOT XLIX OF 1920.] 

An Act te consolidate and amend the law relating to Arm!!, 
A mmunitioQ. and Military Stores. 

Wherea.s it is expedient to consolidate and amend the law 
Preamble. relating to arms. ammunition and military 

stores; it is hereby enacted as follows !-

Short title 
Local extent. 

t.-Preliminary. 

1. This Act may be called the Indian Arms 
Act, 1878; and it extends to the whole of 
British India. 

NOTES. 
"Briti.h India" s_l1 mean all territories and plaoes within His Majellty's 

dominions which are for the tmle beln~ governed by HIS Majesty throu~h Governor
Gl'neral of India ur through any G wprnor or other officer subordma te to the 
Governor-General of India (Vide sec. 3 (7), General Clauses Act X of 1897.) 

Saving.. But nothing herein contained shall apply to-
(a) arms, ammunition or military ~toreEl.on board any sea..going 

veEsel and forming pa.rt of her ordinary armament or equipment. or 
(b) the manufacture, conversion, sale, import, export, transport. 

bearing or possession of arms, ammunition or military stores 
by order of the Government or by a public serva.nt [or a member 
of either of the forces constituted by the Indian Territorial 
Force Act, 1920, or the Auxiliary Force Act, 1920] in the course 
of his duty as such 'public servant or member. 

NOTES. 

(1) This seoUon was amended by Act XLIX of 1920. and the words "or a 
member of either of the forces constituted by the Indian Territorial Forces 
Act, 1920, or the AUXiliary Force Aot, ]920" were substituted for the words "or a 
volunteer enrolled under the Volunteers Act. 1868." Under rule 46 [(8) and 
achedule VII "any person who was enrolled as a member of a corps of Volunt •• r. 
under the Indian Volunteers Act, 1869." is however entitled to obtain a hcence In 
Form XVI free of lioenoe fee. 

(2) For definition of • pubUo •• rvant" see section 21, I. P. C. 
(3) Any person can possess, ebc., arms, eto., h course of his duty-but 

headotl of departments are prohibited "from granUng p.rmlt. or ....... to their 
s1;lbordinates to carry arms not required for duty. (India letter No. 1594 dated 
tl1e 7th October 1895.) 

('> Arms carried or possessed by o'''o.r. of Government as part of their 
equipment and arms s~led by Government to subordinates of Government 
depar~ments to be earn.- or pOlPlessed by them for their protection In the exseution 
of their duty. are not required to be Uoenoed. Under olau •• (b) ot tection 10f 
the Arflll Aot, no~hlllg in the Act or rulet applies to the bearing or pOlles
slon of such arms by.uch persons. (Indta No. lZ'S, da~ed th"& 16th Ootober. 1919, 
and No.1l71. da~ed the 17th May, 1921). 

('4) The following arms shall comprise the equipment of ih. off • ..,. ... .". 
Arm,.J' A.".I AI, , ..... for the purpo" 'If tlU. "otlo1l. 
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OftioeN holding CommissioDs from 
Hia Majesty the King. 

01lloers holding Commil!8lonB from 
Hia Exoellenoy the Vloeroy. 

I sword 
2 revolvers or 

2 pistols or 
1 revolver and 

1 pistol. 

[
Of no special pattern 1 
but one of the wea
pons must take Gcvt. ~ 

L ammunition of '455 I 
bore. J 

i aword. 

1 revolver (Webley '455 bore). 

J f 
1 Kuk ril Gurka and 

I Dirk Highland Regiments only Garhwali Regi-
1 Skeen Dhu ment only). 

(India letter No. F. 21-XXX-23 dated the 15th Maroh,1914. 
and No. F 21 XLVI. 25 dated 23rd Ootober, 1925.) 

(5) The offlo.r. of the ArmN or RONal Air Foro. holding oommls.lons 
both from His Majesty the Kmg and Exoellenoy the Vioeroy are entitled to be 
In possession as part of their equipment (or the purposel of seotlon 1 (b) of the 
Arms Aot, of two awords, one Full DreBs Pattern and the other Field Service Patt'ern, 
when 10 required by the "Dress Regulations for the Army." (India No. F-21-XXX-2S 
dated the 15th October, 1924,) 

NOTE.-These orders Rpply to persolls exempted under Icotion 1 (b\ of the 
Aot. For the purposes of clauses (3) and (4) in Schedulc VII, of the Indian Arms 
ltullls,1924. the above desoription of tile equipment will apply to omcers who retire 
after the lst Maroh 1926. Such officers are therefore entitled to a free licence for 
two revolvers or two pistols or one revolver and one pistol which formed part of 
their equipment provided that one of these weapons takes Govt ammunition of 
'455 bore. Military officers who retired after the 1st March 1924, are entitled to 
free Iioences for revolvers or automatic pistols which are proved to have formed 
part of their equipment when in Service, irrespective of bore. For ex-officers of 
the Auxm"ry force. equipment has not been defined. and licencing offioers before 
issuing free licences. need only satisfy themselves that the weapons for which 
exemption is claimed actually formed part of the officer's equipment. tIndla 
No. F. 21-XXV-25 Police dated 28th July 1925.) 

(6) The following arms shall comprise the equipment of an offlo., o' tho 
Royal NavN and of the ,Roya' Incllan Ma,in. for the purposes ofseotion 1 (b) 
of the Act, 

llword. 
1 rifle-S03 SMLE. Mark III or III·. 
1 pi.tol-of no special pattern. 

(India No. F-21-XXX-23 dated the 23rd Ootober 1924.) 
(7) An ov.r ••• r or a village postman, who, under instructions from his 

superior. corries the necessary weapon "in the course of his duty" al overseer 
or postman, is protected by section 1 (b) of the Act from the prohibitions oUhe 
Act, and any speoiai exemption of these offioers appears to be unnecessary. 
(Bombay Rein. No. 8345. dated the 11th Dec. 1904.) 

(8) No !loence Is required for the export of arma. ammunition or military 
Itores issued to Natlv. Stat.a from British ara.nal. under the orders of 
Government. Each consignment however should be covered by a oertifioMe ,igned 
by ~he offioer in charge of the arsenal. to the effect that it is exported by order 
of Government under seotlon lib). (India No. 1816 I., dated the 2nd June 1890 
and 29SG., dated tho 5th Feb. 1920.) • 

(9) L •• cI.outtlnl swo~d. imported by Native Cavalry regiments are under 
lectlon 1 (h) of the Arms Act exempt from the operation of the Aot. (India 
letter No. 860-878. dated the 29th March 1897). 

(10) A aword 0' almlla, weapon used in marrl ... prooession In Sind 
may be oarried free of licence fee with the p!lrttl,ission <if the 100al MagiBU'ate 
but it should be borrowed from a person holding a licenoe and the Dame of thl 
licenoe-holder should be stated in the applioation (India leUer No. 1641, dated 
the 18th July 1899.) ~ 

(11) In the Dlstriot of Poona Kat,.r. or email d ....... "hloh are used 
In marrlaie proclsaions are exoluded from the operation of the ArlU A.ot. 
(Bombay Notn No. 356$. dated the ,til 14&71897). 



(12) There are no But!ioien~. rea~ona for BH1)tlng the exempllon applied for 
in respeot of K.t~.r., in thedi.triots of Ratnaglri and Nalik, but the 
neoeuUiea of auch casea can be met, if Distriot .Magiatrates arraniefor ,Chiet 
ConI tables to keep a certain Dumber of these daggers and to is.ue them either 
gratis or on payment of a amall fee, for u.e in marriage prooesslona. (Bombay 
R88I1. No. SlU"dated the 8th Non. 1897). . 

(13)£x,lo.lv •• Tequired by apu""o •• rvant in the oourae of hi. duty 
as such. are, under s. 2 (b), exempt from t.he operation of the Aot and no lioense 
is therefore nooe8sary for their importltion. (India Jetter No. 445 dated the 
7th Feb. 1908.) 

(14) A lioense granted under the Indian Explosives Act (IV of 1884), tor 
the ma.nufa.cture. possession, aale. transport. or importation of an axploal". 
may be given the elfe::t of a like lioense granted under the Indian Arms Aot. 1878 
(S. 15 of thO' Indian Explosives Act 1884. IV of ]884.\ 

(15) 9. Som. 618-Wala Hi,aJI t' HI,. Patel-The .al. of arm a by 
the nazir of the court, in exeoution of a decree is a sale by a publlo .eryant 
in disoharge of his duty and is therefore excludod from the operation of the Arms 
Act . . It is exp9dient for the oourt ordering such sale to give notice of the nle 
and of the purchaser's name and address as contemplated by s. 5 of that Aot 
to the Magistrato of tae district or to the police officer in charge of the nearest 
police statiuD. 

(16) 22. All. 323-LukE', A volunte~r, being a person exempted In 
virtue of a notifioation of tho (} )VOrnmBut of India. is not exemptod merely with 
reference to his duties as a voluntecr to possess firearms and to use them. (NOTE.
Under the Indian Arms Rules, 1920, Voluntoel's are required to obtain licenses 
to posse.s their private arms. Vide Note (1) . pallO 39 ante!. 

2. This Act shall come into force on such da.y as the Governor
Commencement. Genera.l in Council, by the notifica.tion in 

the Gazette oj fndia, appoints. 
(The Act oame into foroo on tho 1st Oct. 1878. !India notn. No. 1169 daMd 

the 27th June, 1878.) 

3. On and from that day the enactments mentioned in the 
first schedule hereto a.nnexed shall be repea-

Repeal of enactment. led to the extent specified in the third column 
of the said schedule. But all authorities and permissions gi.ven. 
licenses and exemptions granted, orders and appohitments ma.de, 
notifications published, and rules, conditions and forms prescrib-

' ed under any ena.ctment herebY repealed, shalt be deemed to be, 
respectively given, granted, made, published and prescribed under 
this Act. 

And all such a.uthorities, permissions, licenses and exemptions 
shall, except as otherwise provided by this Act, continue in 
force for the period for which. they may have been given or 
gra.nted. respectively, or whers no such ·period is expressly fixed. 
for one year from the date on which this Act comes into force, 
and s:halltbenoeass to have effect. 

,.' 4. In this Act, unless there be Bomethin; 
In ...... cia.... repugnant intbe subjeot or c<:!nt;~~.-
' ''C't.unon;·inocludesalso all bo"Witzus, wOftars, """,U~piece .. 

lUit~i1leu'" aDd other ord'n~noeand maohine..gunl( · all · .piortsot 
'~~'.am~Qd ' .tl cam~8B.platfotn'l& , .nd.ppli .. n~~f~ mouiltblft· 
tratUi~rf;lnir.and •• l"ri'q theeame ·; , . . 
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"arms" includes firearms, bayoQets, swords, daggers. spears, 
spear.heads and bows and arrows, a.lso cannon and parts of arm', 
and machinery for manufacturing arms: 

"ammunition" includes also &.11 articles specially designed 
for torpedo service and submarin., mining, rooket. gun-cotton, 
dynamite, lithofracteur and other explosive or fulminating ma
terial, gun· flints, gun-wa.ds, percussion eap~, fuses and friction
tubes, all parts of ammunition and all machinery for manufaoturing 
ammunitlon, but does not include lead, sulphur or saltpetre: 

"military stores" in any section of this Act as applied to 
any part of British India means any military stores to which 
the Governor.General in Council may, from time to time, by 
notification in the Gazette of India, specially extend such section 
in such part, and includes also all lead. sulphur, saltpetre and 
other materia.l to which the Governor-General in Council ma.y 
{rom time to time so extend such section: 

"hcense . means a license granted under this Act, and "licen· 
sed" means holding such license. 

NOTES. 
(J) 4 Cr. L. J., 239-Malln9 Shwe Thet-Alr gun not adapted for use with 

explosive substances and classed as toys for the purposes of tariff Act, was a toy 
and dId not come WIthm the definition of arms 

(2) 42 Cal 1153.- Har.ha Nath ChatterJ.e·-The word 'firearm.' only 
means arms that are fired by means of gunpowder or other explo.lve •• -FIrearms 
as used In sechon 14 mclude parts pf firearms. 

(3) 1 s. L. R. 18.-Wazu Walad eangar.-Whether a particular instrument Is 
a flr.arm or not is a question to be detennlOed according to the facts of each calie 
Ilnd the CIrcumstance that It is 10 an unservicea.blo condition IS not suffiCient to 
take It out of the oategory"hf !rearms. 

(4) 1 Weir, 658-Kulappa Gram.nl.-A firearm which Is defectlvo and 
otherwise un.el'vlaeable IS not an arm WIthin the meanmg of the Act a.nd coole. 
quently not one fClr which Il license lleed be taken out, even though It might be 
eapable of bemg rendered servIceable by being repaired 

(5) 21 Mad. 360 Jayaram R.ddl and A. I. R. 1923 Lah. 617-Karm Din
A •• 110111.1' with broken trigger and bolt. and b ••• for rifle. come Within the 
defiOltlon of "arms." Whether in any particular esse an IDstrument is a firearm 
ot not is a question of fact to be determmed accordmg to circumstances, and the 
oiroumstance that it is in unlervlceable oondition IS not oonolusive. 

(6) e Mad. 60.-Sldapp:.-A gUD rendered un •• l'vl.e.bl. by the 10 •• of 
trlggor does not faU within the definition of "arms." Ponession of such a weapon 
withou\ a licen.e is no offence under section 19 [21 Mad. 360, above, ovenuled]. 

('1) 12 C. P. L. R., Cr. e.-Chaltoo Gond.-The un •• rvloealtl. r.m~lft. of 
•• 1In could not be fairly described aa a 'firearm' wiChm the meaning of section 14, 
and do not require to be protected by a license under thai secUon. 

(8) , Weir, GS3-R .. ool: Sahib-A "I'ok." una.rvlo •• bl. IU" cloes no' 
fall under the descnptlOn of "part of arm." within the meaning of the Bection. 

(9) 12 C. P. L. R. Cr. 10.-a.l'wal' T.fI.-A gun "arr.' so lOll, as it Clan be 
used as a gun-bal'l'el, I. an arm withIn the definition of section 4. becaun It is a part 
(If firearm. But it is Dot a "firearm" <wIthin the meantDi of .. oti0l114. nor is it 011. 
af the other articles mentioned in the 8eotlon. 

(10) T Mad. TO.-V"a ... ,. Kanga,,'-As a''''''''' .. ,.., alUl ....... la .en.tqe
ah1e oondmon t'allwithln the definition of ··atm. In lIeoUon A. tbe poa&ellllon 01 ilia 
atticl .. wUhout a Heenn is an offence wsd4lr HctiOlllt (fl. 
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(11) • fl. t.. R. sa.-Db.", S'_".-An old' faebl6ned munto ,....... I"" • 
•• "0' In ,000 oondltlon and wUh th,louob.liole 11\ good order ia a firearm Within 
the mMDlnI of a. U. There i8 noUlllI,In.. l' inoons._klnt wUh .." Firearms tn .. l' .oolude parte of fI .... '''' •• 

(is) 24 All. 454.-Ha,pa •• -A pUltol whioh Is out of ,.pa', cannot be 
regarded as a weapon for offenoe or 4efenoe. 

(13) 8 P. R. 1808 C'.-S.mluU ..... -A ,ovol"o, even if it Is out of •• p." •• 
,. olol •• d from disuse is an 'arm' and. person in possession of it without a lIoans. 
Is guilty of an offence under •• 19. • 

(1., 1540 P. R. una Cr.-H.,nam Sin.h.-Ponession of a Quaok.nltu.h 
,tfl. (whloh 41rea a small cartridge charged WIth ,un powder in a metal oaltnl and a 
miniature bullet by means of a stioker worked by a string, whioh i. released on pullin, 
the trigger) in the Kohat dl.trlot il illegal as It faUa within the general e~prel8lon of 
"arm of the kind known as rifles" as given In rule 3 A (b) of the H. D. notification 
No. 3031, dated the 16th November 1900, and is consequently puniahable under •• 19(/.) 

(15) A. I. R. 1923. L.h. 617.-Karm Dln.-Bolto.mI ... ,. of ,/fl •• are armll 
within the meanlnl cf a. ,. In order to CaU within s. 'the weapon need not he in 
a servieeable condition. 

(16) 7 B. L. R. 340-Po M •• -To find out If a certain object is an 'arm' the 
t •• t is to 8ee the purpose for whloh It Is intended-if it is for domClBtio or alriouUutal 
it does not fall within s. 4. 

(17) 2 L.h. 291 M.nll.1 Slnllh.-Whether or not a particular inltrbment 
il inoluded In the expreaslon <arms' depends on the circumstances of the case. 

(18) 26 Ind. Ca •• 133.-G.Jj •. -The defini~ion of ".,m." In the Aot is neither 
exhau.lve nor altogether happy. ThQ mere fact that a weapon is dangeroua. and, 
if used, may probably caule death, does not make it ".rm." within the meaning of 
a 4. A weapon consiating of a plain I.th., a. bla.de and two movable acrew. and 
so contrived that by loosing the screw, the blade may jle detaohed from the shaft 
made up of the I.thl, ia not ".rm" as defined in s 4. although the weapon may be 
delcribed as a pole-axe Pol •• a.. (or K.nta) is not an arm for the purpoaes of 
the Arms Act. 

(19) 3 L. B. R., 1.- Ebrahim OawoodJI Balill B.w •• -The purpose for which 
an Implement is primarIly intended regulates wbether it would. In ordinary parlance. 
be spoken of as an arm. Applying this test, there could be DO doubt tbat the 
manufacturer of the d.g •• , •• hapad Knlv •• (known 8S cla.p Klllv •• ) before 
the court intended to supply wcapons to persons who wanted effiolent stabbing 
instruments. They could not be likely to serve atly'iJomeBtic purpose. Under the 
oircumstances the knives fell within the definitIon Qf .rm. 

(20) 1 L. B. R. 271.·-Hmat K,an.-No weapon can be held to be an arm 
within too Act unleas It is a weapon which would ordinarily be spoken of aa an 
"arm." The purpose for which the implement ill primarily intended rfllulaks 
whether it would, In ordln.ry pa,lano. be spoken of •• an at'm and If It i. Dot 
designed for use as a weapon of offenoe and defence, although It may be uled as such, 
then it is not an "arm" A cla.p Knlf. does not fall within the ordinary natural 
meaning of the word "arm." 

(U) L. B. R. 1893.1800. 481 .-N .. Po Thln.-The pu'p ... fo, wi'll'" • 
w .... on is carried, cannot be a auftlclent telt of whether it Is an "arm" or not. A. 
.1 .... It"U. is not a d .... r and Is not deslined or SUitable for war We. Tberefore 
It doe. not come withID the definition of arma. 

(22) 7 Bu •• L. T.t6S - M •• Thln,,-Though the .xhlblt knlv •• were .toul 
formtbble one., they oould DOt hom their appearance be laid to have been E,lmarlly 
manufactured with the intention of using them for o1fence or defenoe. 'l'he7 .,e 
unfal for dQmeatlo un or for euttlne .tocb. 

(25) 61 C.,. 873.-.'."0 .. Sln,h Imported certain kllivea described .. 
h.fttl .. , knlY •• and kept with him. Th1! blade tapered gradually to a pOint; and 
". atRobe. to a cla'lil-gual'd aud handle. One edge was sharp up to the ,natd, 
thl other onl)' at the point. The knlle could be used for atabbiua and thnllUDg. 
Blld. tll.at the lnanument fell withill the nt8lOTY of arxP,.-(Ill a ca.e-H .... tn 
8lnp-repor*l in the "Leader" of Allahabad ot tbe 10th .Tune ItJ5, the at.h 
Conn, AUababad, held ihM an fD.tnlment whioh wa. a t.1Ifli!. kntfe tit ., ... , • 
• 1,. 001114 Dot In O!."'o .. 1., ..... o. be de.orlbed ...... ,... TIM -&If 11M 'Of II 
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dager was to stab whereas thia inatrument seemed to baTe been desip.ed for 
oMinaff use) . 

.(S4) 6 L. a. R. 130C ... -Aung B •• -A oook'. knife is not 8n arm. The aoo118f)u's 
oonduct in manufacturing a sheath for the knife, to enable him to oonveniently oarry 
!to about with him, does not oonvert it mto an arm, unless the character of the knife. 
1. altered (e. g.) by grinding It 80 as to make it double edged. 

(t5) 9 aur. 207 Ng. Ky. Nyo.-A tabl. knlf. however oarrl,d or intended 
to be used is not an "arm." 

(26) L. B. R., 1892.1896, Vol '.-Nt. Po Teln-I)alw •• , .p ..... and fork. 
do not come within tho definition of military stores in s. 4 and the mere posaession 
of luch weapon is not a punishable offence in Burma under s. 19 of the Aot. But 
soing armed with swords or spears without a license is punishable under s. 13. 

(27) 11 L. B. R. 340.-Po M •. -The true criterion is not whether any given 
.. ah is an "U·Pyat" but what was the intention of the maker as regards its purpose 
(5 L. B. R. 207 (Note (22) below) refd.) 

(28) A. I. R. 1927 Lah.182.- M.h, Dln.-Prlma,y purpo.e and not u •• fo, 
which an implement is used i. the t.st. Ax. 0 .. knife does not beoome "arm" within 
•. 4 by merely uSlOg it for offending or defending on particular occasion. 

(29) 6 B. L. R, 207 ,-H amylt.-A. d •• h.-upyat of the usual type is pri-narily 
intended for domestic and agricultural purposes and is not an arm within the 
meaning: of the Al'DlS Act, \Vlde .Note (27) above) 

(30) 1 Weir, 61S4-G.nllamma.-The word "Include." in s. 4 is clearly not 
intended to be exhaustive. A bottl •• aze is an arm within the meaning of the Aot. 

(31) L. B. R., 1893.1900,320.-Ngli Tum Bau-Tho meaning of D.hlly.ung 
in the Burmese trallslation of the Arms Act tnm.t bE' limited to the meanillg of-dagger. 

(32) L. B. R., 1993.1900, 418-Ng8 N. U.-The word "arms" except so for 
808 the definition expressly,includes other weapons must be understood to mean 
weapons of offonce suitable for use in warfare. The Government of India have. under 
B. 27, the power of excluding any description of arms from the operation of the Aot. 
But the Aot does not empower tho Government to define what Is an .rm 
within the m.anlng of the Act. If anything is not in the opinion of the oourt 
an arm within tho meaning of the Act, it i& immaterial whether the Government 
have or bave not excluded it from tho operation of the Act. Oas of the kind desorlbed 
in Notification No. 827, dated the 15th Juno 1893. as exoluded from tho operation 
of the Act, are not arm. within the meaning of the Act and it is therefore unne
cessary to e:l(clude them from the operation of tho Act (L. B. R. 1893-190{1, 320.
Vide note (31) above-ot·erruled). 

(33) 32 P. R. ",,3, C ... 112-Ralla Slnllh.-The definition of "arms" in tbe 
Aot I. not exhaustive and the truo meanIng must be arrived at by consideration of 
circumstances in each case. N.lther tho lenllth, br.adth, nor the form of the 
b.a"e of a w •• pon, nol' the handle, affords any certain test of its classifioation as 
"arm." Whatever oan be used as an Inatrument of attaok 01' deteno., and is not 
an ordinary implement for domestic purposos, falls within the purview of the Act. 

(3') '8 P. R. 1910, C ... -Santa Slngh.-There is no exh.u.tlv. definition 
in the Arms Act of the expression "arms" which 3though neoessarlly Inoluding the 
articles specified in the scction, may also be held to apply to other instrument or 
weapons, Where the circumstances of a case show that a weapon or instrument is 
oarried for the purpose of oUenoe 01' defeno. and not as an article of domestic or 
agricultural utility there Is no reason why such wea.pon or inlltrument should not be 
held to faU within the oategory of "armtf." This being so, it was not neceSllLry to 
deoide in the case whether the weapon found on the acoused was a ohh • .,1 or a 
•• "" •••• it being Imm.t.rl.1 what the "eme, sh.pe or size of.n Inet'lIme"t 
•• , but material to determine the use for whioh it is oarried or possessed. 

(3S) 13 P. L. R. 1924.-G.h"a ; and 10 P. L. R. 191e-Jlnda.-Everything is 
o""avt which has a large axe-like blade ourved or otherwise with an arranlement 
of ring or rings for binding it to the handle, and a handle of considerable length, 
Being in possession of ohh.vl and keeping it hidden is simply punishable undel 
.. 19 (a). S. 20 is applicable only to those oases where the import ~r export of an 
arm i. attempted. The queatloll of e:r~lu.ive 1'0SS0Qlon of 8ll arm oaDllfJi ~ railtd 

'. for tbe 1ir8t tim(l ill appeal. 
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(36) 20 fJ. R. la80 Cr.-K ... " Sf.lh.-Chll.yl may be arms within 
the meaning of tbe Arma Aoli, and that as ,the word arma in s. 4 of the A.c' 
inoludes part. of arma the p085e.eioD of 1\ "ohhavJ.l, •• d" may amount to pos"",.
Slon of arma. 

(37) A. I. R. 1822·L.h. 141. a.01'lItt •• Sln,h.-The questIon whether a aword 
(lamed by the aocused 18 a KI.,..n and th~efore exempt from the Aot under a Punjab 
Govt. notification depends on tbe clroumstances of the oase. The burden IS upon the 
aooused to prove that lethal weapon carried by hIm was a Klpp.n within the mean
ing of the.exemptlon. A Bword 31 Inches long with a blade lenlth of 22 inches In a 
simple scabbard was hllid not to be proved a Klpp.n. 

(38) 3 L.h. 437.-B •• t. Slngh.-The exemption only applle. to Klr,.n. 
aotually in existence and possessed or carried by SIkhs and to the manufaoture of 
Kirpana by Sikhs. A Sikh Is not prevented by a pr~viBion in the Arms Aot, from 
dealing with Kirpan whioh he possesses any way he likes, but he-Is not exempted 
by the entry in sohedule II from the operation of the prohibition as to m.nu' •• iur. 
contalDed in section 5 of the Aot. 

(39) 5 L.h. 308.-H •• 1 Slngh.-A Sikh possessing or wearing one awer. 
oommits no offence under s. 19 by virtue of the exemption under schedule (3) (b) 
of the Rules under the Aot 

(40) 38 P. R. 16S9. Cp.-Nur DI ... nd Nlum Dln.-Anoused were oonvlcted 
for having ill their possession .word-hllt. bough. from time to time at sales o! 
old stores. They oontended;that sword-halts were not arms within the meauhllr of 
the Act. Held that the expression "arms" Inoluded 'parts of arms' and that the 
hltt bolng pa.t of •• word was an arm. 

(41) 34 C.I. 749.-S.tl.h Ch.ndr. Roy.-A .wor_.tlok I •• ·'.wor'" 
wlttin the meaning of s 4 of the Aat. Nelth.r tho I.ngth, br.adth or the form 
of tho blad. of. w.apon. nor the handle affords any oertaln test of ita olasslfica. 
tion as ... rm.... Whatevl'r can be used 8S an instrument of attack or defenoe for 
cutting as well as for thrusting and is not an _dloary Implement for domestiC 
purposes falls "'ithin the purview of the Act. 

(42) Chot.-AII" Royn. No. 5t7 S.p. t907-If L •• MottoI'd Itullot. were 
capable or tit for use they are "parts" of ammunitIOn. 

(43) 20 P. R.1690, Cr. -Jaman Khan.-Empty oartrldge oa ••• of which 
the caps have been exploded do not come under the definition of ammunition in the 
Act. An In.trumont for ropalrlng oartrldg. c •••• of the Martini Henry .,ifle is 
not maohinery for manufacturing ammUnition Within jhe meaning of the Aot 

(44) 7, Bom. L. R. 474-Ebr.him Allbho.y-Empty eartrld.o oa.o. tn 
whloh tho oap. have been exploded oome Within the defiDition of ammunition. 

(45) 32 All 152-a.ld.o Singh .nd 46 All, 107-AI.dln.-Empty 0.'
trldg. ca.o. are ammunition within the meaning of s. 4. 

(46) 4 Ind. C ••• 405-Rang •• waml Aly.,.-Empty o •• trldgo 0 .... fall 
within the definition of "ammunition" given In s." Therefore a convlotion under 
B. 19 (a) for the possession of such cases is legal. 

(47) A. I. R. 1925 All. 498.-Amh·.-There is oonsiderable foroe In ~he argu
ment that no olfenoe has been committed because the .mpty c.rtrld •• 0 •••• 
.are inoapable of beiog ,oload.d In I nCUa. 

(48) A. I. R. 1928. All. 255.-K.llu.-To support a oonvlotlon for poIlse.slng 
.mpt, o •• trldg •• it should be proved thai the o.rtrldg •• e.""o ,olo.ded jn 
bv:lia and used a. ammunition by plll'80nS with whom they are found. If this is not 
fOlllld the oartridges are not ammunitIon and 80 no proseoution caD be made on them 
(3! AU. 152 (in Note No. (45) above), <l"BI. A. I. R. 1925, All. 498 (Vld. Note (47) 
abon.) lolld. • 

(49) 6 Mad. 158.-Suppi.-The manufaoture or posae •• loD of tt,.wo,b 
inoluding .. ooko~ whioh are mere fireworks, does Dot oome wltJ:itn the prohibitiOD 
of 8. 5. The rockets referred to 1D s. " under the definitioD of "ammunition" are 
WllJ,,·,ovk.t •• 

(50) • Mad. 202-Kaelm Sahllt.-A. p8l'8QD In pOllesalon of a qwmU&,. of 
.u" ......... without neeDle Is llAble tooouvictiou udal' II. 19. although he ma, 
iptead w amplor ~e p!>lI'der III the malJlifaotlU'a of fJ ... w.". or t»Jl.er ~ 
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por~ mull1uob .. gUllpollrder Is a material oapable of heme used tor purp0881 
ot ...... tare. 

(51) 18 P. R • • 910 Cr.-aa .... ldhal'.-Pata"a. which' Jlre .mall pack"8t.; 
.rapped III a paper. of cl}lorate--polash mixed with small pieces of "a ntear. and 
wbloh expioik with a slight repor~ when thrown with force against a wall or other 
brd lurfaoe, ara not firework_ within the meaning olthe Explo_ives Act, and .0 no 
lioen8e i. neoefllary for ~he maltuf •• tu ... or Hlo of ,.ata"a,. 

(5:t) L. B. R. '89T-'910. V .. I , '39.-Nta v. U.-Aocu8ed was oonvioted 
under ~o. 5 for the tIIanufaotUl'e. pOI.eslion and lale of explo.ive lin Burma, 
for .. o ..... ,n. an .xplolh,. without a license. Held. that Iioenses under 
~ .. rule. are not requlred"for the possession of explollv6jl of tllis nature. But 
•• rtrh.... and dotonatorl are "ammunition" as defined in s. 4, and the 
aeouJed miiht properly bave baen convicted under s. 19 (f) of the Ac~. 

(53) 16 P. R. 1910, CI'. -Santa Slntlh-Although '.ad·is exempt from the 
operation 'of s 4, yet when it Is mould.d Into bull.t. of 20 to 24. bore, it iii ammunj
tlon within the meaning of the said leotion. The definition of ammunition given 
In s. 4 i. not exhaustiva and the question whether a certain article fails within its 
purview i. to be decided aooordini to tjle oiroumstanoes of the oase. .4.1so," t.b.at. 
in a oll.e of teohnioal offence, a nominal •• nt.no. is always quite .ufficlent to 

, meet the end. of ju.tioe. 
r (5') Ifon dropping or ,..11.,. (hnda) -lire ammunition (India No. 1630 dated 
tho 7tb Oot. 1881). 

(55) Tbe Sight of ,una and rift .. should be regarded as parts of arms. (India 
No. 900 datod the 1st May 1911). 

(56) "Giffard Carbonlo Aold gunl" should be treated as 'arm.' requiring 
licenses by unprivileged person. (Bombay reaoltJ. No. 6818 dated the 13th Oct. 1894.) 

(57) Amoro •• are exoluded from the operation of the prohibitions and direction 
of the Aot. (Bombay resoln. N.0' 26~ated the 13th April 1896.) 

II-Manufacture, Oonversion and Sale. 
5. No peril on shall manufacture, convert or sell, or keep, offer 

Ulllic:ensed lIIan.fac
ture, con9"ertion and lale 
prohibited. 

or expose for sale, any arms. ammunition 
or military stores except under a license 
and in the manner and to the extent permitted 
thereby. 

Nothing herein contained shall prevent any person from selling 
any arms or ammunition which he lawfully possesses for his own 
private use to any person who is not by any enactment for the 
time-being in force prohibited from possessing the same; but every 
person so selling arms or ammunition to any person other than a 
person entitled to possess the same by reason of an exemption 
under section 27 of this Act sha.ll. without unnecessary dela.y, give 
to the Ma.gistrate of the district. or to the officer.in.cha.rge of the 
nea.rest police-station. notice of the sale and of the puroha.ser's 
name and a.ddress. , . ----

NOTES. 
(1) See 9' .om. 618, W.la HlraJI. note (15) to Beetion 1, on P~8 41 alld 

a Mad.1es., Slippl, note ('9) on page 45. 
(2) .0 Mjd. 31. Bodappa.~A person having obtained a 110811118 under the 

Arma Aot.. for a match-Iook,had the Bame ooftverted into a perouBlion CUll Be was 
convloted uuder s. 19 on the ground that the lIoense dId not perroU him to keep a 
percu,lion gun. Held that tbe aooused could not be oonvicted under tbat seotion, 

($) 11 Mad. 473-Sllha,ama"a.-There is nothing In the Aot or ~ul. whioh 
rqdert a .... of .. I,,,., and ammynlt'on It, a,ent ~f a lio8Dse·holder IJletral. 
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<4> 'W.I, 81S3 • ...;.V ..... tt.h ...... Th. · , ... al,I". Qf ·.~ .laDO' "~f~IIt(io' 
within lh. meaning of 1 •• 5 Bald 19 (eI). ... . . ' ; '. ." '. 

(5) " 8 Alt. 278.-Tota Ram.-The mnporary ~1I8 .. ion of Blun .~y ._ ,~~_1I 
who carrie. it from his master'. house to lhe' blaoismith for r,,..",a allid~,t" 
bJaobmlth for the purpose of repair without a.lIcen,seis notpllnishaole ,jUlderlol&. 

(6) 1 Weir 857.-V.nklah.-A person whop.ppUt)d far pernlJ.8ian '01 .. 1 • 
111" and ,tid not obtain luch permislion was held not punjahabl. under ,l.,lt (6) 
when he had given notice under I, 5. . " ' . 

(7) Whell a per4>n ..tho rap.I, • • rm •• is also a .... t., of .;m., lk Is. n90es ... ,., 
under the existing law, that .11ft should provide himll8lf with a licente in the .latar 
oapac!\y, so that the present question pracUcally atIects perioDs in . tbe po.itioD o~ 
ordinary blacksmloths or others who _1 have arms In. tbeir temperaiy keeth~1 for 
purpose. of repair. In regard to theso crasses of persons; the Govemor.G."...l in 
Counoil is decide,dly of o,plnbn that it formed no part of the intentIon of thi Armi 
Aot to requir" Hoensee to b~ talLen out, and Hie Exoellenoy in Council aooordinslt 
dir,ole 'hat in future no licena.s shall be required merely for oarr;i.ol on 
the busineg ofrepairing arms, (India resD.No. 69.2039·50 dAted the 16~h Deo. 1881.) 
Those,.p."". of arm •• however, who .took .... r. PII,t of arm. are required to 
take out lioenses for the possessioc of those spare parts in one or both of form. IX 
or XI or forms X and XII (India No. F·21·XIII.26 dated the 2nd Aug. 1926.~ 

(8) The sale of arms, ammunition-or military stores Is prohibited except under 
a lioense and in the manner and to the extent permitted thereby. The only exoep· 
tion allowed is the sale of arms or ammunition possessed by a person for hie private 
use, which is permitted subject to the observance of certaiu conditions speolfied in 
the seoond part of thfl section. Thia exoeption would not covIn the case of an .,.n .. 
to whom arms are made over for sale or commission. Sal. bl' an a,.lIt In suoh . 
circum.tanoes would be illegal oxoept under a lioense. (Burma A. M. Ed. 1922. 1S5.) 

(9) If an offloer or .oldl., wl.h •• to dl.p •• ' of any arms or ammunition 
either by private sale or by public auction, he should ascertain that the would·be· 
purchaler il a person .ntltled by law to po ••••• th411 .ame"and it Buoh person'liI 
name does not appear in the official Army or Civil List he should apply to the 
MagiBtrate or Deputy Commissioner of the Distriot or the Local PollUcal OiJioer, a. 
the oase may be, for permission for the transaction to take place. (I. A. R. a of Ird 
Jan. 1910). These orders were extended to Civil Officere by H. D. No. 902 dated the 
20th Feb. and No. 6315 dated the 13th Dec. 1901, and U. P. G. O. NOB. 1115 da.ted tbe 
15th April and 1751 dated the 1st June 1901.) . 

. (10) All arms and ammunition and articles of this nature found amons unol.lm • 
• eI prop.rtl' in the po ••••• lon of R.llwal' Comp .• nl •• should be 8en.~ to the 
nearelt Mllgistrate for aale on the understanding that the Bale prooeeds wUll>e made 
over 10 the railway authorities. (India letter No. 2106 R. T. dated the Srd 0.0.1908). 

Ill-Import, EXp01·t and Transport. 
6. No person shall bring or take by 8811. or by land into Of 

Unlic:eneed importa· 
tion .. nd ellportlltion' 
prohibited. 

out of British India any arms, ammunition 
or military stores except under ' a HcedSe 
and in the manner and to the extent permitied 
by such license. 

• Nothing in the first clause of this sect;ion extends to' arms otJiIr 
t .. ,.,ration ande.por- than cannon or ammunition imported PI' 

talion of .rme .. nd .. m. exported in reasonable quantiti&s for his own 
munition for privateuleo priva.te use by any person laWfttllyentitled 

. . to pos!!'e,!lssuch arms . or am'mpnition l bnt 
t)leCoUector of Customs or any other oftieerempo«'1J1'e4' by :tht 
Loe~l Government in this behalf by name or hi virtu. of blloifhMi 
m.y at .,.Il,.time . detainllQCh ar·msor ,amttlttnttlou etU h."~VH 
the ord~iI of tbe Looal GOVll'nrtlenttbereon. ..' . .... .. ' :; -' " ' . . ....... , ' 

.~tJ1f«tion~.-Arms. aitlmtmitIOft ... nd miIit'''17 ':_~ '.D'fftHD.. 
o,~. part of Brltish India to a:hothel'b:v · aeao-l' "C!l~I,..>m"ft~ 
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territory not being pa.rt of British India, are taken out of a.nd brought 
into British India, within the meaning of this section. 

NOTES, 
In exeroise of the powers oonferred by 1'1. 19 of the Sea Customs A.ct, 1878 

(VIII of 1878) and in superseaeiQu Qf the N otn. of the Govt. o{ India~ in the Dept. of 
C. and I., No. 5377 dated the 26th July 1919, the G.-G. in C. is plealled to Ptohibit :-

(1) the bringing by .aa or by land into British India thl'ough the madlum 
of tha Poet Office, of arms, ammunition or military stores as defined in the Indian 
Arms A.ot, 1878 (XI of 1878). 

Provided that this prohibition shall not apply to the briDging of arms, 
ammunition or military 8tores into Britl" India-(a) from Berar. or (b) on behalf 
of Government. 

(2) the bringing or taking by sea or land Into or out of British India of arms, 
ammunition or military stores, as defined in the Indian Arms Act. (XI of 1878), 
save in accordanoe with the provisions of tllat Act and of the rules and orders for 
the tlmll-helng In force therounder. (India No 2112 dated the 2nd June 1924). 

(3) All articles of the foreign parcel mall imported into India and declared 
or llu8p~ted to contain arms and ammunitIOn are sCfutiDlsed by the Customs 
authorities. Such artiole.9 as are found to have boen imported in contravention of the 
terms of Notification No. 2112, dated the 2nd June 1924, are detained by the Customs 
authorities and dealt with in accordance With the prOVIsion of section 167 (8) of the 
Sea Customs Act, 1878 (VIII of 1878), any arms that arc confiscated under this 
leotlon bOlDg disposed of in accordance With the rules in force for the disposal of 
oonfiboated weapons. Parcels which On scrutiny by the Customs authorities are 
passed by them are handed over to the post_office for delivery to the cODilignees. 
Inward foreign articles of the le'ter mail found to contain arll's and ammunition are 
forwsrded by the post-office of delivery to the chief port of the Presidenoy or 
province nearest to that office to be there made ovor to the Customs authorities who 
then deal With them in the minner above prescribed for tho treatment of parcels. The 
toregolng InstructIOns do not restrict in any degreo the discretion.lry powers exeroised 
by the Customs authorities under the edsting prOVisions of the law. (C and I. No. 
52,S .. 527.17, dated 24th January 1911). The transmission of arma and ammunition in 
foreicn postal articles forwarded by other postal administrations in open transit 
(a docouvert), through the India Post-Offioe, i~ prohibHed. Articles of this rlaB.II 
should be returned to the country of orlgm. Transit-artioles of the foreign mail. 
the oontent8 at which although falHog under the head of "drm'i and ammunition" 
all defined in the Indian Arms Act are in themselves qUIte harmleRs, may, however, 
at the dlsoretion of Postmaster-General be transmitted to their destinations. (India 
Nt>. 8072-8074-55, dated 29th Sept. 1913.) 

(4) Wben arms and ammunition are elmultanaouel, Imported a license under 
the Arm. Act is neoessary for the import of arms and another. under the Explosives 
Aot, for the import of ammunition. irrespeotive of tbe Question whether a license 
under the Arms Act has been obtained or not. (India No. 4638, dated the 6th 
A.ugust 1901.) 

(5) Any person ·'Iawfully:.ntltl.d to po..... arm." can import into 
British India or take out of the country with him or send out any arms or ammuni .. 
tlon, without any epecial license, prClvided these are of reasonable quantity, are for 
their paraonal u.e and their passe8lilon is oovered either by a license or by exemption. 
(Explanation of the rulel, Vide para 15). The wdtds "Iawfully entlttell \0 po ........ 
apply to persons licensed acoordlng to law to p08sess arms, as well as to perSODS 
exempted from the operation of seotion. 13 and 14 of the Ac*. (India No. 1862. dated 
the 14th Dec. 1880). 

(6) The exemption In olau.. 2 of seotion 6 cover only the e:z:POl't of atul. 
and ammunition by a ""lvUe •• eI .. ar.on for his own perlOn.l use. not the e:gJOrt 
of armll and ammunition by other people (or the ule of a privileged person. (India 
letter No. 1327 .. 1 .. dated the lt3rd Maroh 1891., 

(7) The follow Ins ofJicers are empowered to detaIn ar"'. and .m",ualtlo .. 
uader th .. seotion-

BOMNr P" ...... nq-PolUloal ResideD' at Aden. (No\n. lio. 3"'. elated the 
UUl JWl8 18'111.) 
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aengal-All Magistrates and police offirers not below the grade of [IIub-Illspec. 
tor (Bengal L. R. and 0., para. 83). 

United Proylnoe.-Any Magistrate, Justice of the Peace, 8uperlntenden~. 
Assistant or Deputy Superintendent of PoHce and any police offioer being not lower 
in rank than an offio~r in oharge of a police station (G. O. No. 299 dated the 
27th Feb. 1872). 

Punjab-All Police-officers not below the rank of offioer in-charge of a station. 
(Notn. No. 943 dated the 10th July 1907.) 

C.ntral Provlnoe.-All Magistrates and all officers of the polioe not below the 
rank of Asaistant District Superintendent of Police (Notn No. 2595 (a) dated the 
18th June 1879.) 

A •• am-All Magistrates and all polioe offioers not below the rank of Inspeotors. 
(Noto. No. 2443 J. dated the 12th JUDe 1914 ) 

N. W. F. Provinoe-All Maglstratos and all Police offioers net below the rank 
of officer in charge of a station. [Notn. No 7103 G. dated the 2nd May 1922.] 

(8) 43 Cal. 421 Cau.ley-A person lawfully entitled to possess arlm! aod 
ammunition signing the prescnbed o.rtlflcate of purcha.e of the same in the name 
of another wIth an address not his own and thereby deoelvl1Jg the gunsmith and the 
Government and defeating the ob}Cct of the certIficate, commits forgerl': his act 
having been done' fraudulentl," if not "di.hone.tly" 

7. [Levy arc/atii's Oil arms, dc., imported uyseal Repealf'd bll tlte 
Repe(JIing and Amendiny Act 1891 (XII oj ISOt). 

8. [Power to impose £lut II on imports by land.] Repralc'd by the 
Repeolillg and A melldina Act, 1891, (XII of 1891.) 

9. Notwithstanding anything containetin the Sea Cllstoms Act, 
Sanction of Local 1878, no arms, ammunition or military stores 

Government required r"hall be depm;ited in any warehoUfle licensed 
to warehousing of arms under ~ection 16 of that Act without the sanc-
etc. tion of the local Government. 

NOTES. 
The Warehou •• at Moyapur is declared to be a warehouse for the deposit 

of ammunition under this section. The premises of any licensed dealer in arms in 
Calcutta licensed also as a private warehouse under section 16 of the Sea Customs 
Act, 1878. and approved of in writing by the Commissioner of Police, may be uled as a 
place for the deposit of arms under this section. (Bengal notn. dated 24th 
March 1879.) 

10. The Governor-General in Council may, from time to time, by 
notification in the Gazette of India,-

Power to prohibit (0) regulate or prohibit the transport of 
lansport. 

any description of arms, ammunition or mili-
tary stores over the whole of British India or a.ny part thereof, 
either altogether or except under a licence and to the extent and 
in d~e manner permitted by such licence, and 

(b) cancel a.ny such notification. 
Explanation. Arms, a.mmunition or military stores tra.nshipped 

Transldpment of UIDI. at a port in British India. are tra.nsported 
within the meaning of this section. 

NOTES. 
(1) Although the word "transp.,t" at used in the Indian Arms Act, XI of 18'18, 

would in a certain lense. Include e"611 movement from plaoe to pla~ flit the Goyern· 
7 
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men~ of India Consider that looking to the general objeota of the Aot, and the diffioul
tiea whioh might result from COilS truing the words in its wide.t sense it 18 reaJOllable 
to aUaoh to it a more restrioted meaning, whioh it would not, perhapa be easy to 
define preoisely. hut which would oertainly not inolude suoh movement a8 the 
r.mowa' of arms from a war.hou •• to a shop in the same town or the landlna 
of .rms Imported. Under suoh restricted interpretation of the term no lioenoe is 
required for the removal of ammunition from one magazine and warehouse to another 
io the Bame locality. (Tndla No. 88·2955, dated the 9th Nov. IB8R). 

(2) Tbe Hon'ble the Advocate General, Bengal, hulds that, in tbll case in 
question, the offence of transporting arm. wIthout the requisite Iicenoe was 
oomplete, inasmuoh as the arms had been removed or transported from the gun.hop 
to the Railway atatlon at Purab8erai: a conviction under section 19 Cd) of tbe Arms 
Act, as it 8tands, would therefore have been possible. if the accused had been oharged 
with the Bubstantive offence punisbabJI.' under that section. (India No. 3007, dated 
the 9th Nov. 1921) 

(3) In order to avoid the possibility of tran.port licence being used more than 
one~ , tbe time for which such liconces are valtd hhould Invariably be entered in 
the proper column of the licence. The time allo\\ cd. ~pecially in the caae of anna 
ammunition or military stores licensed or transported through any part of Britlah 
India to the froutler, should he carofully restricted to such period as may be con. 
siderod real!onab\o. (india No. 4\-1737. dated the 23rd Sept. 1!l7~). 

(4) In tbe transmisijion of arms. ammunition and military stores from on_ 
British district to _nother through foreign territory, the procedure 
prescribed is that hoth an export aud import licence, in the regular form should be 
taken out-the export licence for the transmission of the oonslgnment to foreign 
territory, and the import licence to cover its re-conveyance into British tl'rrltory. 
Whenever sueb a case may arlso a copy of the origmallicence for export should 
be communicated to the Magistrate of the place to which the consignment is ulti· 
mately destined .. (India No 2!v.04·I dated tho 29th June 188il. 

11. The Local Government. with the previous sanction of the 

Power to e.tabllsh 
tearching .tanon •. 

Govemor General in Council, may at any 
places along the boundary-line between 
Briti~h India and foreign territory, and at 

such distance within Ruch lino aR it deems expedient, establish 
searching·posts a.t which all vessels, carts and baggage, animals, 
Bnd all boxef:, bales and packa~oR in tram.it. may be stopped and 
searched fot' arms, ammunition and military stores by I\ny officer 
empowered by such Government in this behalf hy name or in virtue 
of his office. 

NOTES. 
Oonveyances and baggage belonging to p881engers are liable to be stopped and 

•• a,oh.d at Sa,.., stations fCH' arms, ammunition and mUlt." store.. In 
oarryinl out this duty the notifioation of exemp\ioll and the rules UDder th~ Armtl 
Act, so far as they relate to the transit of arms. ammunition and mllitary stores 
Bhould be followed by the offioers of the Land Customs stations. (Madras L. R. 
and 0., para 5). 

12. When any person is found carrying or conveying any arms, 
Arrettof penonl con. a.mmunitiOn or milita.ry stores, whether cov~r

.eyinl al'llll, etc., under ed by lI. licence or not, in Buch manner or 
euapicioulcireumlbl_ under such circllmstanoeB as to afford just 
grounds of sllspicion tha.t the sa.me a.re being ca.rried by him with 
intent to use them, or that the same may be used. for any unlawful 
pUl'M8~ any person may without warrant apprehend him .nd take 
auoh 'arms, ammunition or military stores from him. 
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Any person -so apprehended and any arms, ammunition ,or 
Procedure where 

.rre.t made by pet'1G11 
not • M_p.trate 01' 
PoJice..officer. 

military stores so taken by a.' person not 
being a Magistrate or POlice-officer, shall be 
delivered over as soon as possible to a Police. 
officer. 

All persons apprehended by. or delivered to. a Police-oilicer, 
and all arms and ammunition seized by or delivered to any such 
officer under this section, shall be taken without unnecessary delay 
before a Magistrate. 

IV.-Going armed and pO.~8essing arms etc. 

13. No person shall go armed with any arms exoept under a 
licence and to the extent and in the manner 

Prohibition oE loinl 'tt d tl b 
armed without licence pernll e lere y. 

Any perf,on so going armed without a. 
licence or in contravention of its provisions may be disarmed by 
any Magistrate. Police~officer or other perAon empowered by the local 
Government in this behalf by name or by virtue of his office. 

NOTES. 
(1) The following officers are empowered to di •• rm p .... on. under this section. 
MADRAS.-All Magistrates. Polioe·offioers and adigans in the Malabar dist·let. 

(G. 0.457. dated the 5th Deoember 1895.) 
BOMBAY.-Tho undermentionod officers of the Forest Department in the 

Northern Divibion, Southern Division and the Sind-Conservators, Deputy Oonser. 
vators, Assistant Conservators, Extra Assil,tant Conservators. Rangers. Foresters 
Forest Guards and Salt Inspectors in 811ld in virtue of their office; Offioers. lIepoy~ 
and peons of Salt Department employed on the Goa and 011 the Northern 
Frontiers. (Nolns. No. 6714 dated the 7th Novr. 1879. No. 9355 dated the 29th Non. 
189.2, No. 3D49·A. dated the 8th June 1889, No. 410 dated the J9th JSDY. 1895 and 
No. 4082, dated the 11th Augt. 1905. 

UNITED PROVIKOES.-The Conservator of Forests, all Deputy and Ex.tra 
Deputy Conllervators, Assistant Conservators. and Extra Assistant Conaervatora 
(inoJuiDg probationers). Patwaris in Jaunsar·Bawar have Similar powers. (Notn. 
No. 345·VI~88S dated the 4th Sept. 1913.) 

BURMA.-All headmen and rural police.men appointed UDder s. 5 of the BUnDa 
Village Act. 1907. (Noto. No. 112 dated the 5th Aug. 1909). 

OENTRAL PROVINCES AND BERAR.-All Forest officers not below the 
rank of Assistant Conservators and all Revenue officers not below the rank of Nalb· 
Tahslldar. (Notn. No. 2595 A, dated the 18th June 1895 and No. 18S3 dated the 
7th Aug 1916) 

(I) 1 W.i. 1663.-V.nkat.,.,adu-"Golnll .rm.cI" In a. 13 m ..... 
...... '1" •• rms.· and a .. orson who ,ets. lIo.noo fop .... tootlolt ."It Itut 
uu. It f .. apo.ta ia not ••• mpted f,om tho 8ablllt, und., the Ad. 

(3) t W.I. eea.-Ko •••• -SecUon 13 which prohibit, a person from .... ,". 
a.",IN'· except under a Iicenoe la n.\ bOllnd to t.k. h •• lloono •• IUI .. .. 
• h .... ., •• h •• o.a. 

<0 L. R. 1813.1100, 284.-" •• S .. w. Ton.-A po ... " who .P ...... 
In ...... 110 pl ... 01"._" from hi. own p.op.rty or .lIotie. havilts about hi. 
peraoa a weapon of the aort described in 8. '. and Jlot covered by • licence .... 
.... M .'thln ttl. ", .. nl ... 0'.. 13. The phrase" gol,.. .,mo_" la not to be 
redrlc~ to the meanl11g carrying or bearing arma in the manDer ~ for the 
~ weapoll m view. , 

~ U. e. R ... r .'101, Vot I-N .. n. 8' •••• -The acouted w,. IND4 
in ....... l!Ih •• ho .... ea:ri.Dg. a ........ Be dJ4 not allllfe that tbe dItaer ". 
U(K hiI or ,"",t he b.anot brotJiht it too ~he houe. On "e OOIlttaq fte ~ . , 



INDIAN ARMS ACJT. [SEOS. 14-15] 

the purpose tor whloh the dagger was issued. In the above oircumstanoes the 
~cu.ed has oommitted the offence of going armed with a dagg.r In oontra
, ... tlon of •• 13. 

14. No person 

Unlicen.ed pe.aeIJion 
of firearm., etc. 

shall have in his possession or under his control 
any cannon or firearms or any ammunition or 
military stores, except under a licence and in 
the manner and to the extent permitted 
thereby. 

(Temporary provi~lOn8.) Repl!uled by the Repealing and 
Amendinq Ad, 1891 (XII of 1891 ) 

NOTES. 

(1) 3 N. L. R. 153.-0han .ingh--Flfearms in thiS section include part. 
of firearms. 

(2) 291. I C. 544.-Chaganipat. Chino Ba .. vappa -There is no provision 
IJl this seotion reqUiring a person to dopo.it a spedT. If there is no other basis 
of oonvlction it i~ 11 tega\. 

(3) 42 Cal. 1153. H .,sh;a Nath Chatt.rjo •. -l'ossession of part. of fire
arms is prohibited by this section rC'ad with s. 4. 

(4) 1IS C. W. N. 440-Akhil N.th Dutt-Where a person kept a gun for 
some time and made It over to another to keep for him he cannot be convICted 
under s.19. 

(5) U. B R • 1892.1898. vol. I. 1.-Nga Po Tein.-Dalw •••• p.ar. and 
fork. do not come withiIl the term "military .tores" iIl s. 14 and the mere 
possession of such weapons is nut a pUnIshable offence under s 19. But going armed 
with swords or spears withou~ a licence 18 punishable under s 19. 

15. In any place to which sectirln 32, clauHe 2. of Act No. XXXI 

PO_Ilion of arm. of 
any description without 
licence prehibited in 
certain place •. 

of 1860 applies dt tho time this Act comes 
into force or to which the local Government, 
with the previous sanction of the Governor· 
General III Council. may by notification in 
the local official Gazette, specially extend this 

section, no person shall have in hi" possession any a.rms of an? 
description, except under a licence and in the manner and to the 
extent permitted thereby. 

NOTES. 

(1) Seotlon 32, Clau .. of Act XXXI of 18&0-In every auch Province. 
District, or plaue as well 8S In,nny Province, District or place in whloh an o.de. 
tor a •• nera. a.aroh tor arma has been issued and is stili in operation under 
Act XXVIII of 1857, It .hall not b. lawful for an,. peraon to hav. In hla 
p ...... lon an, •• ma of the de.orlptlon m.ntlon.d ID section VI of this Aot, 
or any percussion caps, sulphur, gunpowder, or other ammunition without a lloence. 

(2) This section does not apply to Bll.ma a9 section 32. clause (t) of Act 
XXXI of 1860 did not apply to Lower Burma on the 1st Oct 1878. . , 

(3) Aot XXXI of 1860 was replaced by this Act (XI of 1878). 
(4) Sectlon 15 has been extended to the followlng pJaces-
In Madr ••• -The Governor in OouncII, with the previous sanction of the 

Governor General in Council, reaolvea under secUon 15. Aot Xl of 18'i'8 (The Indian 
Arm. Aot) to .lItend the p.ovlalona of thatseotion to the whole of tho M.la"ar' 
dtatrlot.-(2) It is therefore hereby notified for general iJlformaUon. that within 
the limit. of the Bald distriot. no .. or.on who I. not a.,.olfl.,1 or d •• o.U..., 1ft, 
"h.'lIla 1 of the Indian Arma Rules. 1920. as exempted shall. frOln thll 6$te of 
tb.W Do\lfiottion hava In hla po ..... lon anI ...... of any detlCription e:me~ 
uad8.f ~ lIoen08 aad in tbe manner and to t'he extent permitted br It. (Wqtn, 
~o. U_ dat,d the 14th Sep.1912). • 



"tNDlAN ASKS AaT. &1 ' 
• f 

Callout, El'na", Wa,a.anad, Ponn.nl. (G. O. No. 355, dated \he 8th Feb. 
1885 and No. 260, dakd the SO\h June 1815.) 

aombay.-Aden.-(Notn. No. 3467 da.ed t'be 16th June 1897). 
The GOTeroor in Oounoll 11 pleased to republish notn. No. 1111 dated the Ihh 

Feb. 1878, with the 'additions attaohed to it by Govt. resn. No. 4378, dated the 
13th August 1890 :-

It il hereby notified. for general information that the provi.ionl of Aot XXXI 
of 1860 (relating to the mauufacture. importation and sale of arma and ammunition 
and for regulation of the right to keep and UI6 the same, and to give the power of 
dllarmlng In oertain oases) as modified 1>y Aot VI of 11166. are in force In the 
following places, districts and portions of districts :-

Town and Island of Bombay, 
Di.triots of Ratnaglri, Poona, Ahmednagar, Satara, Belgaum, Dharwar, 
Diltriot of Sholapur. In the following talukas only :-

(a) Pandharpur. (b) Sangola. 
Dlstriot of Bljapur (iaLely Kaladgi), in the following talukas only :

(a) BiJapur, (bJ Bagalkot, (e) Badami, (d) Hungund. 
Distriot of Kanara, in the foll')wing talukas only :-

(a) Bupa, (b) Yellapur, (e) KlIJ'war (d) Sllsi, (e) Blddapur, 
District of Nasik in the following talukas only :-

(a) Nasik. (b) Igatpuri. (e) Dindori, (d) Suinar, (e) Nlphad, (I) YeoIs, 
(tt) Chandor 

(2) And that the provisions of Act XXXI of 1860 (relating to the manufaoture, 
importatIOn bnd sal(' of arms and ammunition, and for regulating the right to keep 
and use the lIame, and to gIve the power of disarmlDg in certain cases aa modified 
by Aot VI of 1866, are WIth the exceptIOn of the several olaules of seotion 32, whioh 
apply to tho disarmament of any districts, III force in the following dlstriots and 
poriions of distriots :-

The Provinoe of Sind., VIZ, the dlstriots of Karaohi, Hyderabad and Shi1tarpur, 
Thar and Parkar and the Upper 8IDd Frontier. 

Distriots of Ahmedabad, SUrat, Broach. Kana, Panch Mahala, Thana Kolaba 
Distriot of Nasik III the follOWing talukas only :-

(a) Malegaon, (b) Nandgaon, (e) Baglan. (d) Kalvan, (e)!Peint. 
District of Kanara. In the following talukas only :-

(a) Kumta, (b) Konavar. 
DIstrict of Kaladg:, in the following talukas only :
la) Indi, (b) Sindgi, (e) Muddabihal, (d) Bagevadl. 
Dlltrict of Sholapur In tpe following talukas only :-

(Cl) Sholapur. Ib) Barsi, (e) Madha, (d) Karmala. 
(Notn. No. 891. da.red th" 18th.Jnn 18~S "lid N, tn. No. 822;, d .. ted tha 12th Dec 189t1). 

Beng_I.-Section U5 of the Act is e.tond.d to all dl.trlet. in a.n,.' 
and with elect from the 19th Maroh 1923, no peraon of th ••• dl.trlot ..... 11 
ha.e In hi. po ••••• lon any arm. of any de.ol'iptlon exoept under a lioence 
and in the manner and to the extent permitted thereby. (Notnl.lo, 787 dated the 
9th Matoh 1223 and N41V1 dated the SIn Maroh 1925). 

N. B. This notlf1'cation under section 15 does not in itself supersede any 
es.ption under section 27 of the l.ct in foroe at the time. Esem.,.lonl In force 
rem&lD in foroe; polSeasion of arms becomes unlawful if the arm. are amOllg tho .. 
no\l1i.d under oolumn 3 of soheGule II of the lndian Arms Rulet. 1913. (BeDial 
No. 1838-1866 dated the 15th !/lay 1922). 

A ... m.-S • .u." 15 h ...... n extended to a.. the IIlnrlou in ANa. 
and "ith .60t frorn Ule 23rd !/larch 1923 no person of \he .. dJatrtob .hall ban 
ill ~ ~OJl 8111' aJ:1D8 of 1iD1 deSCription exoept under a licence and in themlUUMl' 
and to the u\ell\ permitted tbeftlby • 

• ldtt~ u!;~o~ :::;OJo~!i:'rlt~-t~;:~ = l~~Rr.e:: I: 
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fort. at the lald date nam.ly, the ~3rd March 1923. (Asaam Noin. No. 1183 G. J. 
dated the ISrd March 11123. 

Under the provIso in column 3 of item 1 of Schedule II of the Indian Arml 
8Ulel, 11120, the prohibitions and directions contained in lectlons 5 and 6 of this 
Act are retained in respect of bayonet. In all districts in Alsam and no perlon 
ln Assam 

(0) .hall manufaoture, oonv.rt or •• 11 or k •• p. off., o. ..po •• fo, 
•• Ie. or 

(b) ahaU bring or take by •• a, or by lanel Into or out of tn. provlnoe, 
ba),.net. except under a licenoe and In the manner and to the extent 
permitted thereby (Assam Notn. No. 118.& G. J. dated the 22nd 
Maroh 1923. 

Punjab -Hazara, Peshawar, Kohat, Bannu, Dera Ismail Khan and Dera Gliazi 
Khan (Notn. No. 1635 ofthe 16th Nov. 1900.) See also the hat of villages printed 
at the end of the Indian Arms Rules, 1224, and referred to in Sohedule IV, 
clause (7) (b). (Notn No. 2460 dated the 3rd July 1879.) 

(3) 1 Weir 666-Faklr Ahmed.-The possession of a aword I' dagg.r In 
a pla.e to whloh s 15 has not been extended is no offenoe. 

(4) 1 Weir 668 -KunJa A •• ,I -A person havmg a .word without a lioenoe 
in a distru:\l whICh 'I dllarm.d but not gOing arOled with It, I. no Iffenle 
under the Act 

(5) L. B. R., 18721892, 426.-Ng. Shw. Mla.-The possession of a 
bayon.t Without a licence IS not an offence under the Act, except In the dlltrict 
to whloh. 15 haa been extended. 

(6) 9 Bom., 478-Dodyama B ••• p •• -CI 2 s. 32 of Act XXXI of 1860, 
relatmg to the manufaoture, Importation and •• 1. of arms, did not apply to the 
Badami Taluka of the Kaladgl Collectorate at the time when the Indian Arms Aot, 
No. XI of 1878 came mto force; and the notlfioatlQn of the Government of Bombay, 
No 1112 of the 19th Feb. 1878, rhloh deolared that the prOVISIOns of Aot XXXI of 
1860. as modified by Act V of 1866, are in force m Badami amongst other places, 
II DOt an order of disarmament under clause (1) s 32 of Act XXXI of 1860. In the 
absence thorefore, of a notificatIOn under .eotlon 15 of Aot XI of 1873, extendmg 
with the prevIOus sanctlOn of the Governor-General m Council, the provisions of the 
section to B.daml, the po ••••• lon of aI'",. without a 1I0enoe In that talut. 
I. not punl.h.bl. under s.19 

(7) 41 C.I. 350 -Rome.h Ch.ndra. -The knowledge of the exllteno. 
of tI ...... m. found JD a hut on Bealch should not Without further eVldenoe be 
Imputed to an" other th.n the oooupl.r of the hut, nor would that pre.ump
tlon op.rate ."on ag.ln.t him if It could be proved that it was possible ~hat 
the aame mIght be there wrthout his knowledg~. 

16. (1) Any person possessing arms, ammunition or military 

In certain cu. arms 
to IWI depolited at police
.. tiona or with licensed 
a .. lar •• 

stores the possession whereof has, in conse
quence of the cancellation or expiry of a 
licence or of an exemption or by the issue of 
a notification under section 15 or otherwise, 
become unlawful, shall without unnecessary 

delay deposit the same either with t.. oftiber-in·charge of the 
nearest polioe-station or, at hlS optio!l. and flubject to sucb coodi
tions as the Local Government may by rule presolibe, witb a 
licensed dealer. 

(2) When arms, ammunitIon or military stores have been 
deposited under sub-section (1) or, before the first day of ",January, 
1910, under the provision ef any law for the time being in force, 
the depoBitor shall. a.t any time before the 6X:Piry of suoh period as 
the Local Government may by rule prescribe, be entitled-



(a) to reoeive back anything 80 deposited the poneelion of 
whioh by him has become la.ful, and 

-(b) to dispose. or authorize the dls.posa.i, of anything 80 deposited 
b}' sale or otherwise to any pel,'son .hose possession of the same 
would be lawful; a.nd to receive th'e prooeeds of any such sale: 

Provided that nothing in this sub· section sha.ll be deemed to 
authorize the return or disposa.l of anythig the confiscation of which 
h",s been directed under section 24. 

(8) All things deposited as aforesaid and not returned or dis
posed of under sub-section (2) within the prescribed period therein 
referred to shall be forfeited to His Majesty. 

(4) (a) The Local Government may make rules consistent with 
this Aot for carrying into effect the provisions of this section. 

(b) In particular a.nd without prejudice to the generality of' the 
foregoing provisions, the Local Go\>ernment may by rule prescribe -

(i) the conditions subject t'l whioh arms, tLmmunition and 
military stores may be deposited with a licensed nealer, and 

(i,) the period after the expiry of which things deposited as 
aforesaid shall be forfeited under sub-section (8). 

NOTES. 

S5atement of Objeot. and Re •• ons dated the 1st Sept. 1919, leading to the 
introduction of S. 16. • 

The ohanges In the administration of the Indian Arms Aot, 1878 (XI of 1878). 
whioh were announoed in the Government of India (Home Department) Resolution 
No. 2125 C, dated the 21st March 1919. are to oome into foroe on the 1st January 
1920. One of the changes is a ourtaIlment of the list of exempted perSODS; and 
there are probably a number of persons now in lawful 'Poslijlsslon of arms and 
ammUnition, of whloh the possessIon by them Will become unlawful by tenon of 
that ourtallment. It is necessary to arrange for the dl.po •• ' of suoh arm. and 
ammunition. and the present prOVISIons of the Act are not sufficient for the 
purpose. The bill has been framed to provide for the sate custody' of such arms and 
ammunition, and at the same time to avoid the infliotion of un!eoes8ary hardship, 
by glviag to the former pos8essors opportunity to dispose of their Moperty by sale 
or other lawful means. :11> .. 

(2) Rulet publlshed~by Local Goveramen~s under section 16 :- ~ 

2. Madra. G. O. No 1888, dated the 28th Jul1l19f!O -1. Ann., ammunition and 
ll11litary stores deposited at polioe08tatlone upder seotlon 16 (1) of the at, shall, 
if not returned or otherwise disposed of within one month from the date of their 
depolit, be remov.sd to and lodged at the head-quarters polioe store. of the dlstrio1. 

3. With reference to paragraph 3 of G. O. No. 626, Judicial, dated 22nd April 
1910, no separate regitter in the form prescribed tberein need bf main tamed by 
a.a)818 showing receipt. and dlBPfIIII&Ja of arms and ammunition occasionally recei"ed 
from penon. who wish to effeot f1tl!llr disposal. The regilter whIch the dealers are 
~lred to maintain under~.rule 1 t1f the rules appen~ed to thia ol'der may be 
utnitsed .r the purpole. # 

•. ~The DIstrlot Mag~at .. aDd tht~Commi8sioner of Polioe, Madra., wlll 
furnlah the d~'rI in ar_ a~munltlon."'ft any. in thelt respecUYe jurJldlotiOJ:l" 

~
th 0 of the ll)!es apphlided to tbi. order add of the irlltTuction ooutaiaed In , abo..... ~ . 

M ~-(1) EYer}' lio~.ed d.et&er with ,,~ any arm.. amll1uDltioD or 
mtm.l'J.<pea y'(~ lIeeu d~'" ~bal1 ,.~ \0 \he diH!'olltor a receipt aad .llaD 
enter * .. 11T })al'ttoula1'JJ m'.-t .. to lie ma~ ~ dMt.lfiJ the 
'~._dl.·-(l) T~l~_ 4le& er .IJaB ~. tho OoJD~ "'f f'ehct 
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or the m.trlet Magistrate With an extract of the register on the day on whloh 
each deposli, return, sale or other dispoaal takes plaoe The officer reoelving the 
extraot Ihall depute an officer to caeck the extract with the dealer's register and 
initial eaoh entry.-(3) The stock on hand with the Iioensed dealer togeth',r~wlth 
the arms, ammunition or mtlitary-atbres deposited with him under s6'Ction 16 (1) of 
the Act shall not exceed the quantity whtlh he is licensed to possess.-(4) SubjElQt 
to the provision of rule 6, Rn'7 arms, ammunition or milit&ry ,tores whloh are not 
returned or disposed of under section 16 (2) of the A.ot shall, after J.!he expi¥tlon of 
three years from the date of their deposit, be forfeited to nil Majesty.-(5) 
Licensed dealers shall submit at the end of Moh quarter, viz. 31st March, 30th June, 
30th September. and 31st December to the Commissioner of Police in the l'llty 
of Madras and elsewhere to the District Magistrate. a statement showing the armS, 
ammunition or military stores that have IlItllOme liable to forfeitun! under rule (4). 
(6) A.rms, ammunition or military stores deposited by a guardian on behalf of a 
minor may be left in depOSIt until the expiration of one year frolR the date of auch 
minor attamillg maJority when, if the person entitled to reoeive them back or 
dispose of them as required by seotion 16 (2) of the Act has not taken the 
requlred action. they shall be forfeited to His Majesty . 

] . 
2. 
3. 

4. 

5. 

• Form TP!erred to in rule (J) above. 

... Reoeipts 

DatA ofteoelpt. 
Sender's'1l&me and aMres. in full. 
Particulars of sender', exemption 

or lioence. 
Description of arms WIth maker's 

name and number. if any 
Desoription and quantity of am· 

munition and mihtl\fY stor~s 

6. 

7. 

8, 

DIsposal. 

How disposed of-wlMther by sale, 
return or other disposal 

In ('ase of sale or other disposat
purchasers or transferee's name 
and address in full and parti
culars of hiS licence. 

In case of return of the weapons, 
date of return and name and 
address of person to whom sent. 

9. Date when due for fOl'feiture. 
10. Remarks. 

Bombay Nolin., No. 1675, dateel the 20th FebV. 1920 -1. Every licensed dealor 
with whom any arms, ammunitIOn or military stores have been deposited shall give 
to the depositor a recPlpt and sh111 IlldllltaJO a registor in the appended forlll.* 
A copy of the rllgister, certified as a true copy undor thp signature of the licensed 
dealer. "hdll be fwwarded on the ldst day of each quarter, in the City of Bombay 
to the Oommissioner of Polioe and elsewhere to the District Magistr<lte.-2. Arms. 
ammunition OIiI"Uitary stores deposited at the police sta tions ahall, if not returned 
or dlsptlsed of within ODC month {rum the {late of their deposit, be lodged at the 
head-quarters police stores.-Provided that arms so deposited and previously oovered 
'by a lIbence .. Ferm XV Schedule VII to the Indian- Arma ,,R'D}" It20, may, at 
the dl .. etion of the District \lagistrate, be lodged at the polioe station at the 
head-quarte,.,ofthe taluka in which the polioe station at whiuh they have been 
deposlt.ed is situated. (Proviso added by G. O. No. 6658, dated the 19th July 1920).
S. Subject to the provisions of rule 7 any arms, ammuDltion or military storea 
whioh are not returned or disposed of under section 16 (2) of the Act, shall aner 
the expiration of three years from the date of their deposit, be forfeited to Bis 
Majesty.-( The Comnllssiouer of Police in the Qity of the Bombay aud ellewhere 
the Distriot Magistrate may prescribe fees on payment of whioh arms, amunitloll 
and mIlitary flores shall be pericdically oillld, oleaned. etc .• at the police Matlon 
or headquarters police stores whete tw are deposited or lodged-5. LicellilfW dealers 
shall not return arms, ammunition "or military stores deposited wltb .. them to 
depolitors exoept in the>manuer &hd .,,>the extent }lltrmitted for th" Bale of suoh 
arm., ammunition or military .tores to suoh GepOllflt4lrs.-6 •. LioeJlled dealers shall 
.ubmit on the 311t of DeoemlJ8r of each year in the CIty of BO.Ny to the 
Oommissioner of Pohoa and eltewhere to the :pIstriot Magistrate, .... tMement 
showing the arm., ammuai$ion and ditary .wrea ttat haTe be.e liable to 
forfehure under rnle 3.""",1. Arm ... ,~IJIloUn.i .. JIr' a,lDta1'J •• Orll\: deposited by 
a aualdlen on bPalf of a minq,r m,y be left ",iii. 'lePoslt until the ~*~*n of one 
y.a" &om tbe dJte of ,uch Pllnor attaining m~ptJ .wh~ if the ~&tI ell$ltJt4 



~o 1'8celYe ihem back or di8Poseohhe~ a. Jlreaorlbed by MOtion 16 (S) of the ",04 
hal n~. iaten thfl1'8qui.ite aotlon, they shalt be foI,j'eUed to lilis Majesty. 

.. FORM *-( Rule 1 1 . ',11:' . 
.< 

. Desoription N'a~" and 
Da~e ot (NQ. eto.) of, address Date when Date and 

deposit. arms: ammunition· of the due for due for RlJXARD. 
or military depositor. forfeiture. disposal, 

,\Ore8. 

.1'" 
1 2 3 4 5 6 

.. 
B."fI.',-Lett8~ No. 89 PI .. dated the 7th January lDS1 -Owners who depo.tlt 

their firearms and ammunition for safe keeping with a dealer holding a lioenoe in 
ForurXIII are not obliged to renew their possesslon-lioenoe, if it expires while. the 
firearm and ammunition 110 deposited are with the dealer. They may have their 
lioenoe renewed through the dealer or allY other person authorised by them 
on their behalf, if the licensing authority is prepared to renew their lioences in 
their abaenoe. If the lioence is not renewed, the dealer oonilnuel'\o P.08.esl the 
depoait.ell firearms and &mmunition 011 the authority of hiB licenoe ia Form XII j 
but the owner will have to renew his licence or obtain afresh «lne, as. the case may 
be, before he can take delivery of the deposIted firearms or cammullition from 
the dealer. A register should be :!Daintained in the folwwlng Form. (Vide Bengal 
Manual pages 169 and 227). 

Regi.ter of firearms and ammunition deposited for safe custody (V ide oondltion 
S of licenoe Form XIII), 

I 

I Nu~ber, I 
! Address oa e, Number I including duration and 

Date of Name of ... lIlage, If exempted, and form desoription How 
of licence dispose deposit. arm. polioe- how. and : of arms of station and authority and 

district. by whom ammunition. 
granted. 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
:t> - ... 

1. Any person depositing arms, ammunition or military stores ~h a lioensed 
~ler in complianoe with the provisions of sub-section .'_of section 16 of the Indian 
Arms .Act, 1878, shall immediately inform ihe Oommissloner of Polioe, Oaloutta.',· 
and a110, if he be noi.a reltidant of Oalctn1-a, the Malisu-ate of the diaVlot in''Whicll. 
he reBidea. 2. When Ii. dealer disposes of arms, ammunition or militarY nores so 
deposited, he shall report the fact to the Oommissioner of Polioe, and, if· the 
depositor is not a resident of Oalcutta, to the Magistrate of the district.in whloh 
he resides. The report shall state the name and addresl of the depositor; the 
nu~er, date and issuinS anthorlty of the 1Ioenoe (If any) under whlchihe arp1s, 
ammuition or military stores were held, and a desoription of the arms, ammutliion 
Dr military Itores Bold. 8. A deal,1',faUing to dlspoBe of an artlole 10 deposiMd 
wtdrin ODe year from the 1st Jat\\lary of the year !ollo~IDg ~hat in whleh it waf 
d.poa",.dshall depoeit the ome at tlfe neareat polioe-station, and ,nail at the 
lam.e. i.i.me furni.h t. he InfG. rill.. ationm .. ent. ion.ad i&t'ultt.2. I Pf.ovlded ill.a.· un.·.' .. UGePUOU .... 1', 
oas ... the • .,..~. Of. ODe y .. ea .. r .. m&7. . be. exte. n~~ .... ". bty the Loea ... l G.OV. e'n.m .... ant. •• AU artlolel. de~~Dder;~'lJ".le_Ozi (1) ohecMlfa l.of tIM ~,·and •• Cit returned or 
diapoaed ofuwSer fUb·~\1ion~,(t) '~1 th ... me8llGtton wM;idna year.,,! .h .... 
de~t. C)1' in··twlh fUriher period a8 may .W',,*lowecl·'*DderruJe3, lIh.l1 be,· 
forfe1wa lla"y.,(Bengal ,N.otn. No.U~.4 •• uteHbe 11th Jt.~oh 11110). 

U .,' <. . ...... N,1i;~61«-~4t~>'aJ!i1"" __ '!f#O.-U) . .... ;hen 
U .. G8 .... 86d .......... ~_ ...... eJf'w~ .. rwh .. om,t.·'~1IIJ ....... ,, .. ' .' ...... __ .. , ..... ' ... ·.'I •..•.. ·~.'. . ...... iIo.·.·.

li. O.bl ..... $kJ ....... Qa .......•• WIde ... ,.' .. . anya,.. .. tI:!t .. o.r ml11brr ~\'.ha.·e ,bf&Jl."'e~ted·. . .. ~ ' '''b:·to· Oola 
~"tI!,".' .. ilok.t iA.~.* appeJld.a,·aaa.i" • .o~. ·d.~i' aiieoetpl 



in the nrne ftmn. Jrigned b1 himself, inform~nJ the depositor at the SAme time that 
the Governmet\t wlll be l'esp, nslble for the safe custody ollly of the articles and not 
for their preservation from rust and decay.-(2) Licensed dealers a.nd ofticfrS in 
chf&lCe of police stations with whom any arms, ammunition or military sla>res 'are 
deposited shall maintain a register 111 the appended form.* A copy of the register, 
oertified as a true copy under the signature of the licensed dealers or of the offiper 
of the police station, as the. case may be, shall be forwarded on tbe last day of each~ 
quarter to the District Ma.gisirate.-(3) Arm6, ammunition or military stores 
deposlted at polioe stations shall, if not returned or disposed of within one month 
from too date of their deposit, be torwarded to the head-quarteJS of the distrio't and 
shall than be kept in the malkhana of the District Magistrate or the Superintendant 
of Polloe. at tho description of the Magistrat(> If deposited ill the Magistrate's 
malkhana, the Nazir shalllJe responsible for tbeir custody, and if deposited III the ' 
SUperillt(>ndont's malkhana, the Court Inspector shall be bO rftponslblt>.-(4) The 
Oourt Inspector (or the Nazir, as the rase may be) shall keep a register in which 
the arms and oth('r artioles depollited with t1H'm shall be described, and enterfld 
under serial tlIlIllbers and frpsh tickets shall be affixed to them showing the owner's 
name, etc .. ('orresponding with the entrios in the register -(5) /Subject to th(' 
prOVisions of rule 9, ,my arms, amlllunition or military stores whioh are not returned 
or disposed of IInder seetlOn 16 (2) of the Act sball. after the eXplrdtion of one year 
from tlHl date of their depOSit, be forfolted to HIS MajPst.) -(6) Thl:! DistrICt 
Magistrfltc lUay pr£'!lcribe forR 011 payment of which arms, ummunitlon and military 
,.,~oreB blJ!dl be p('r~dically ollli'd, ch,'aned, etc., nt the pulice &tation or mallcltana 
where they afO dt'lJoRlted or lodged -(7) Lil'pnbed dealel9 ;.h,dl 1I0t return arms. 
ammunItIon or mIlitary btores depo~lted with them to depositors except in the 
mauu('r and to the ('xt(,llt permItted them lor tho ~ale of such arms, ammllniti9n or 
military stor(>1 to hUl'\] d£'positors,-(8) Lk(>n~ed drdler;. and offioers m charge of 
malkhan(f~ ill which arms, ammunitIOn and military stores arli' lodged under rule 3 
shall submit 011 31st of Decembt'f of each yrar to t1J.e Dlstriet Mag1stratp a statement 
show lUg the arm_, ammunition and milItary btores that have become liable to 
forfeitllrp ulldpr rule 5 -(9~ Arms, dmmuDitlon or military storrs deposited by a 
guardian 011 hehalf of d IlIIDor lllay be left in deposit until the ('xpiratlOn of one 
year from the date of such minor attaining majority when, if tho person el1tltled to 
reoeivp thorn back (lr dispose of them as prescribed by seotion 16 (2) of the Act has 
not taken the r(>(julslte aotion, they shall be forfeited to HIS Majesty. 

\ 
Description (no, Namo anil Date when Date and 

Date of etc.) of arms, address of due for method of Remarks. 
deposit. I ammunition or depositor. I forfeiture. disposal. 

1 militar; IItores. 3 4 5 6 

-- ----~- --- - - --- - - ---- ---~-- --- - --- ~-------
ExceptJon.-In tho Almora distrlot, arms deposited under the Act may be 

retained in tahsil malkhana instead of boing sent to the headquarter's malkhana ; 
and the statement prescrIbed by clause 8 above should be submitted by the naib 
nazlr of each tahsil to tha Deputy Commissioner of Almora through the tahslldar 
or pe~hkar. {G. 0_ no. 5566 V I-dated the 17th NOl lembe,', 19£0.1 

PunJ:b Nofn. No. 15486, dated the 10th May 19$£.-1. (I) Arms and ammuni
tion. the posseSSion of which has beoome unlawful, may be deposited with fI"ch 
licensed dealers only as pOlSess a supplementary licence from the Local Government 
in the form· attaohed to these rules. (11) Suoh licences may be gran~ed by the 
District Magistrate of the district in which applicant resldee to the holder of a 
lioence in form VIII, IX, x: or XI m Schedule IlII attaohed to the Indian Arm. Dules, 
1920 [ocrrespondlng form IX, X. XI or XII in Schedule VIn attacbed to the Indian 
Arms Rules, 1924 )-2. The depositor shall. within a week of deposit. d.liver to Aa 
District Masistrate of the district \n which he resides· a reoelpt obtained from the 
licensed dealer for the artioles depoBited.-3. Arms, ammunition or military _toretl 
deposited under seelon 16 11) of the Indian Arms Act, 1878. with a11 offioer-In-oharge 
of a Polloe atation or with a liceQled,...dealer shall be forfeited to Ws l(lJjuiy on 
thfl termination of one year from t~ date of deposit; :ftOYlded that ~e Dlsil'icl 
Magistrate of the dlstriot In whiih the artiol .. are depOBlte4.. lIlay from speoial 
raa.ons extend this period by not more than six months, or, whe~ ~e ariiole. are 
depo.ited in consequence of the deoease of the owner, all(! 'he ar1lo1es ue inhetited 
by a minor, until the termination of the inherUor's tWnority. 



[&Bo. 1~) INDIAN ADs AOI'., . 
,,.., of a" ,... -Foml. (Rule 1:) , 

Lloenoe for the possession by Uoenaed denlel'll of arm. or ammunlUon depoaUed 
by their owners under .ection 16 of ~""e IndlllJ1.Arms Act, 1878, all 4IJ1ende\ by 
Aot XX of 1919. ' 

Name, desorlptlon Desorlptlon Plaoe (wltt1. Period for "hiol:). 
and resldenoe of of arms or desorlpUon) the lloenoe is 

11oen.ee. ammuDltion. where arhcles valid. are te be kept. ~ 

1 2 3 , 
1. This iJcence48 granted subJeCt to all the proviSIOns of the Iudlan Arms Aot, 

1878, and ot the Indian Arms Rules, 1920 [1924]-2. It oovers arms of the desorlption 
given 10 column 2 only so long a~ thC'y are kept ID thc place desorlbej 1D column 3 
bu~ doe~ not authorise the lroensee (I) to 10 armed, (II) to keep arms or ammuDltlon 
"hlllh are the property of Government -3 The IIconsee shall malDtain a register 
of all arms or ammunatlon In his po~,eSHlon undpr thlq licence, showmg the llame. 
des('rlptlOll and re~ldeooe of the licensee, tho de~( rlptlon of the arm. and ammunition, 
and the date of depOSIt -4 To every depo"ltor the 11(.,ensoo shdll give a rooelpt in 
dupilLate oontdllllUg the partlOul,Ll'8 mentIOned III condltloll 3, and shall himself 
send a oopy of the entry 10 hiS regl~t8r to the offieer-ID-eharge of the ne nest police 
statlOn,-5 He shall exhibIt such arlll~ ,llld ill" ,eilster on the demand of any 
Magistrate or any pohce officer of a rank not below that of In~peotor -6 The 
!tcensee shall forthWith give lllfc'rmatIolI at tho n'earB~t police-statlOll of tho loss or 
theft of allY armb rovorrd by the hoonoll -7 011 the terminatIOn of one Yl'ar from 
tQ.e date of depo~lt, 1f thp arms or ammuDitlOn havo nelthrr beon t'cturnpd nor 
disposed of under seoilOn 16 (2) of ~l! Jndlf~u Arms Aot, 1878, th!' hcensee shall 
mfofru tbe DistrICt M ultlsirate of tha t fact, and sh,,11 deal with the arllls or ammuni-
tIOn according to hiS erders _ 

8lhal'l,.nd Orl •• a Notn No 636 P R., dated the 17th M y 1920 -1 Evary 
hcensed dedler With Whom any arms dmmunitlOn or military stores have been 
depOSited &hdll gIve to the depOSitor a rccl'lpt and shall mamtaln a register m the 
appended form * He sball iorward on t he last day of each quarter to the Dlstriot 
Magl~trate d oopy of the r~glster oC"rtlfied as a true copy under IllS own sIgnature. 
2 Arms, ammuDitlon or military stores depOSited at polloe statton shall, If not 
returned or diSPOSAd of wlthm one month from the date of theIr depOSit. be lodged 
at the head-quarters Court Pohce Office -3 SubJeot to the prOVISions of rule 7 
any arms, ammunitIOn or mlhtary store. whloh are not returned or disposed of under 
seollon 16 (2) of the Act Ihall, after the expiration of three years from the dale of 
their depoSIt. be forfelted to HIS Malesty -11 Tile Dlstnct Magistrate may pres
cribe feel on pR.yment of whloh arDlJl. ammuDition or military stores shall be 
perIOdically Oiled, cleaned, etc. at the pohoe station or hedd quarten Court Police 
Offioe where they are depOSIted or lodged -5, Licensed doalers shall not return 
arlll., ammunttion Or mlhtary stores depOSited wltb them to deposltorB or penons 
on whose behalf the deposits have been made exoept In the manner and to the 
extent perlllltted them for the sale of Buch arms, ammunition or DlIhtary storl. to 
such depOSitors or suoh persons aforesaid as the calll may be.-6 Licensed dealerl 
shaUlubmlt on the 31st of Deoember of eaeh year to tho Distriot Magl,hate. a 
Bta~ement showllllI( the arms, ammunition and mlhtary stores that have become 
hable to forfeiture under rule 3 -7. Arm., ammunition or mihtarv store. depolltBd 
by a guardian on behalf of a mmor may be left 10 deposit until the expiration of 
one fear from the date on whloh auoh mmor attams hIS maJority, when, If the person 
entitl •• to reoelve them baok: or dlspo-se of them a. presorlbed by secUon 16 (2) of 
the Act has not taken the requiSite aotion they .hall be forfeited to His Ma)eaty 
(No. No. 870, P. R., dated the 81lt Mall 1910). 

FORM· [Rulel] 

DelOription (No. Name and n.ie when Date and Date of etc,) of arms, addl'ftl of Jefor meil10d of Reman., depallll ammuDitlon or the dlllp081~or . "un. dl8p(\MJ. mill".., atore •• 
1 ... 3 , 15 • 
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C."t,a' Proylno... Not".. No. '9.,·i41- VI. [198-.l99-VI. the .ltt Augu,t 
.1"'.-(1) Every lioensed dealer with whom any arml, ammunition or military 
atorfll have been deposited .hall give to the depolitor a reoeipt and shall maintain 
• fegi.ter in the appended form.* A copy of the register. certified 811 a true oopy 
under the aignature of the lioen6ed dealer, shall be forwarded on the last day of 
eaoh quarter to the District Magistrate. (2) Anns, ammunition or militarY stores 
.dep08ited at pohce stations shall, If not returned or disposed of within three month8 
from the date of their deposit he lodged In the Nazarat-(3) Subject to the provl. 
sions of rule 7, any arms, ammunition or military storel which iHe not returned or 
disposed of under section 16 (2) of the Act shall. after the expiration of three years 
from the date of their deposit, be forfeited to His Majesty.-(4) The District 
Magi&trate may preaoribe fees, on payment of which arms. ammunition and military 
.tores shall be periodically oiled,olelWled. etc. at the Nazarat, where they are 
deposited or 10dged.-(5) Licen.ed dealers shall not return arnfll, ammunition or 
military stores deposited with them to depositors exoept in the manner and to the 
extent permitted them for the sale of such arms, ammunition or military stores 
to luoh depositors -(6) LlOensed dealers shall submit, on the 31st of December of 
each year, to the Dlstrlt!t Magistrate, a statement showing the arms, ammunition 
and military stores that have beoome liable to forfeiture under rule (3),-(7) Arms, 
ammunition or military storE'S deposited by a guardian on behalf of a minor may be 
left in deposit until tho expiration of one year from the date of such minor attaining 
majolHy, wh~n. if the perbun entitled to receive them back or dispose of them as 
prescribed by section 16 (2) of the Act has not taken the requisite action, they shall 
be forfeited to HI/.; Majesty • 

.. The form i8 simtlar to the form prescnbed for B. and O. (above.) 
When any arms, ammunition or military stores are depo.lt.d under section 14 

or 16 of ,Act XI of 1878. as amt'nded hy Act XX of 1919, at a polio •• tatlon, the 
officer in charge of suoh station shall give the depositor a receipt signed by himself. 

If within 60 days frOOl thl'date of depobit the owner fails to produoe a licence 
authorizing him to take possession of them, the arms, ammunition, SlId military 
stores shall be forwarded to the headquatcrs of the distrICt, where they shall be kept 
lu such safe place as the Deputy CommissionE'r may direct. 

All arms, etc., deposited will be at the owners's risk and Government will not be 
liable for any inlury they may receive. [C. P., L. P. and 0., p. 200). 

[Note-Similar rules have been framed for Berar under Notn. No. 298-199 VI 
at the 1st Aug. 1922]. 

A •• am.-(I) All arms, ammunition and military stores depo.lted at a polloe 
.~'on in aocordance WIth tho prOVisions of section 16 shall he at onoe sent to the 
Mwgistrate of the district in whICh the police station is situated. The Magistrate 
shall then store the arms etc .• in safe custody. (Assam Notn. No. 2443 J. dated the 
1st June 1914.) . 

(2) 1. Any person depOSiting arms, ammunition or military stores with a 
lioensed dealer in complianoe with the provisions of seotion 16 (1) shall immediately 
inform the Magistrate of the distr.ct in which he resides. 

2. When a dealer disposes of arms, ammunition or military stores so deposited, 
he shall report the fact to tJ:t,e Magistrate of the distriot in which he resides. The 
report shall state the name and 3ddress of the depositor, the number, date and iSBuing 
authority of the lioense (if any) under which the arms, ammunition or military stores 
were held, and a desoription of the arms, ammunition or military stores. 

3. A dealer failing to disllose of an artiole so de12os1ted within one year from 
the lst Jany. of the year following that in whioh it was deposited shall depofii the 
same at the nearest police station and shall at the same time furnish the informaiion 
mentioned in rule 3 ; provided that iu exoeptional cases the period of one yea~ay 
be extended by the looal Administration. 

4. All artioles deposltl'd under seo.16 (1) and not returned or dispoeed 01 under 
sBC. 16 (2) within a year of their deposit or within sueh further period 811 may be 
allowed under rule 3 shall be forfeited to HiB Majesty. (Assam Notu. No. 36« J. 
dated the 19th April 1920. "I< 

Coo •• • -Nom. No. 68 dated the '7th MArcia lll.l.-Prescribes rulell aimilar to 
lb. Madras Bules, on page ante. 

. .. 
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V. Licences. 
17 The-Governor-General in Council may, .from time to time 

P to air 
'-- by notification in the Gcliefte aj lndia, make 

ower III e ru_ . fti h 
•• to Ucances. rules to determme th e 0 cers by w om the 

form in which and the terms and conditions 
on a.nd subject to which a.ny lioence shall be granted; and may by 
such rules amoqg other matters-

(a) fix the period for which suoh licence shall continue in force; 
(b) fix a. fee payable by jltamp or otherwise in respect of any 

such licence gr9.nted in a place to which section 32. clause 2 of Act 
No. XXXI of 1860, applies at the tithe this Act comes into faroe, 
or in respect of any such licence otber than a licence for possenion 
granted in any other place; '* 

(c) direct that the holder of any ~uct iicence other than a 
license for possession shall keep a record or acoount, in suoh form 
as the Looal Government mav prescribe, of anything done under 
"Iuch licence, and exhibit fluch record or account when called upon 
by an officer of Government to do so ; • 

(d) empower any officer of Government to enter and inspect 
any premises in which arms, ammunition or military stores are 
manufactured or kept by any pen.on holding a licence of the 
description referred to in section 5 or section 6 ; 

(e) direct that any such person shall ethibit the entire stook 
of arms, ammunition and military stores in his possession or under 
his oontrol to ,ns officer of Government so empowered; and 

(f) require the person holdmg any licence or acting under any 
licence to produce the same and to produce or account for the 
arms, ammunition or military stores covered by the same when 
called upon by an officer of Government so to do. 

NOTES. 

(1) 24 0 C., 22 Cr. L. J. 75, Mahomed Ibrahlm-20 Ca' • .444-
KI.lIunwa-The Aot do.a not ... qui .. e a p .... on who holdathe 1I0enoo '0. 
a gun 0 .. any oth ... w.apon to oa .. ry It on hie per80n whenever he has the 
weaJlOn with him. If, on being required to produce it he is prepared to do so OD a 
reasonable opportunity being gIven hIm to get, and if it exists, he should not be 
prosecuted, and if prosecuted, the produotlon *' the 1I0enoe at the trial la a 
.ufflol.nt anaw.r to tho ohargo of Inttlnglng tho Aot. 

(2) 3 C. W. N. 384.-Kall Nath Sin.h.-An order oxtondlng tho tlmo 0' r.nowal of lIoenoo. ha. tho offoot .t kooplng lI.onoo pro"Ioua', g".nt~ul 
p .... tloolly In fol'oo and a person oannot be convicted under s. 19 (f) for a breach 
of itt provision within the extended tin'ftl. 

18. Any li~nce may be cancelled or suspended-
Caneelli.. u ... .,.... (0) by the officer by whom the same WAS 

... ef .. ..:.. gra.nted, or by any a.uthority to which be 
may be subordinate, or by any Ha.gistra.t& of 

& dlatrlct, or Commissioner of Police in a Presidency town, within 
fib- 1~ limits of whose jurisdiotion the holder of suoh lio$D~e ma.y 
"' nib. for ".SO~8 to be re~ol'd.d ilJ. 'WfitiD4. .~h o$hl't 
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authority, Ma.gistrate or Commissioner deems it necessary for the 
seourity of the public peace to oaDcel or suspend such licence; Qr 

(b) by any J:lag'IJ or Magistrate before whom the holder of such 
licence is convicted of an offence a.gainst this Act, or against the 
rules made under this Act; anti 

the Local Government may at its discretion, by a notification 
in the loce.l official Gazette, cancel or suspend all or any licences 
throughout the whole or any portion of the territories under its 
administration. 

NOTES, ,-
Seng.I,-The only dl •• rmed dlatrlot In Banga' Is BakarganJ, alllioen('os 

in this distriot having been cancelled Cnder s. 18 of the Act in Bengal Govt. Notn. 
No. 4772 J. dated the 2linlt·AQg. 1896. These orders whpre modified in 1904 when the 
Distriot Magistrate of Bakarganj w •• authorized to I •• ue gun licence. under the 
tollowlng oondltlons to re.peotable and trustworthy persons :-

(1) All licences to be in form XVt-(2) No person to be lioensed for more than 
one gttn without the oounter-signature of Commi_oner, who will only countersign 
if good rea.son is shown.-(3) No licence to lw f(ranted to any person who is not a 
permanent rl'lsident in the district.-(4) Every gun to havp d braHs plate:~howing tho 
number of its licence, the dq,te of the original ~rant of the !irC'net', and of earh suhse
qu~nt rsnewal. Such pl~tc to btl firmly ailix(>d to the stock of the gun, under the 
Magistrate's orders, at the owners' (>xponse. [Guns which can be identified by the 
ma.ker's name and number, nord not have the bra~s plate~ or numbers stamped 
thereon.] (5) Any licensee whoso gun may be lo~t or sto\('l1 to l'OmmuniMte the 
fact within twenty-four houl"(! to the nearest police station.-(6) Ll('rnces only to 
be granted to gentlemen of position and good character who can be drpended on not 
only to misuse the guns themselves, but also prevent otherlo from misusing them. 
(Bengal No. 281!7 J. D. dated tht' 29th Sep. 1904. No. 1360 J. dated 16th February 
1905 and para. 53 Bengal L. R. and O.l 

v J.-Pe'ltaltze$. 
19", Whoever commit!'! 'Rny of the following offences (namelY) :

(a) manufactures, converts, or S;118, or 
For breach of •• c· keeps, offers or exposes for sale, any arms, 

tiona 5, 6,10,13 to 17. ·t· 'l't t' t· ammuDl Ion or ml 1 ary s ores In contraven JPn 
of the provisions of section 5; -' 

(b) fails to give notice as required by the same !'Iection ; 
(c) imports or exports any armEl, ammunition or rrnlitary stofes 

in contravention of the pro~sions of section 6 ; 
(d) transports any arms, ammunition or military stores in 

contravention of a. regulation or prohibition issued under section 10 ; 
(e) goes armed in contravention of the provisions of section 13,; 
(f) ha.s in his possession or under his control any arms, 

ammunition or military stores in contravention of the provisions of 
section 14 or section 15 ; 

(g) intentionally makes any false entry in a. record ot' a.ccount 
whioh. by a. rule made under section 17, clause (e), he is required 
to keep; 

(h) intentiona.lly fails to exhibit anything which by a. rule made 
uncler seotion 1i', olause (e), he is required to exhibit; or 
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(i) fails to deposit arma, ammunition .or milit&l'Y, stor~8 &8 
required by section 14 or section 111 
shall be punished with imprisonment for a term ..... .h'oh may extend 
to three years, or with fine, ot with both. 

___ .it 

NOTES. 

(1) Under Schedule II. Or. P. 0, aft."o •• "nd.r thl ... OtlO\ ar. lallaltl • 
• nd trl.bl. by. Court of S ••• lon., P" •• ld.no~ M.,I.tr.t. Dr M.gl.tr.t. 
of the flr.t 01 •••• 

(2) 1 W.ir 654. offeno •• und.r thl ... otl", belne ptin!!lhable with imllrl-
80nment fo~ more than six months speoified 1n ~ ~20 (e60) Or. 'P. 0., oould n.c .. 
trl.d .ummarll~. .. .... • 

(3) Laft!' 1924 667. Nazi" Singh. S.n&no. of .. lIt.~ eonU".",."t 
cannot be awarded under ~he Arm~ Act. "'t'> 

(4) 1 W.I" 664. Gangamm •. -unuer s 19 K M.11.trat. h."lng faun .. 
the aoou •• d guilty, w •• bound to pa •• some •• nt.noo-though it was open 
to him to pass a nommal sentence, fl. 2Llhows that the order of oonfi.oatlon t. 
In addition to the sentenoe that may be pallsM. " 

(5) 1923 Lah 46!S-Allf D'tIt.-Where a head oonstable made a falle report 
that a ddootty had hoon committed and that h. had arrested some dacolh'bld 
aflC'r a dchlY" of three dayq, as he salO, r.cov.,.d the arm. f"om tho petltlon.r 
not In the pr ••• nc. of wltn ••••• , who sIgned the list blli who distinctly recorded 
that the arm~ wero produced before them by the constable. H.ld 'P..t tho 
p.tltion." was not guilty. iii' 

\6) Rat. Un. Cr. 1227 :-Sskhs"sm,-A. Kh.nd •• h II neither a district 
on the oxternalldnd frontIer of BritIsh India, nor a soa ~rt distriot of Brltllh Hurma. 
clause IV of the LottficatJon of the Government of India. No. 518 dated.,the 6th 
March 1879, has no applicatlOll to it, and as the Govt. of India has not by any oLbar 
notIfication, extended seotion 19 to .sltp.t,. in the Kh.nd •• h di.trlot, a perlon 
canllot be convicted' under 11. 19 for k.eping .sltp.t". without. 1I0.no •• 

(7) 42 Cal. 1153 Har.h. N.th Chait."Ji.-The keeping of armJ under 
S. 19 W must be k •• pit'1I for •• fe. not keeping only. 

(8) 1 Wi." 655. Rams •• ami PIIHlI.-WlI.ere the acoused who bad licence 
under the", .p!osives Act to manufa.iure and .ell gunpowder and fire-worjl on 
certain ~sefl, manuf.otur.d flr.-wo"k. at. dlff.r.nt pl.o., h.ld thit tit. 
aoou •• d oould not ~. oonv .. t.d und." tho Arm. Aot. 

(9) 24 AI I, 434.-Ha"p.' R.I.-The m.r. t.mpor.ry po ..... I.n, without 
a lieellce of arms, for purposes, other than use as Buch, II not an o".n_ wlthl1l 
the _ning ofs. 19. 

(Ill) 8 Mad. 202 C".-K •• lm S.hlb.-A person in pOllle.sion of a quantity of 
lIun..,wd., without lIo.no. I. lIabl. to oon"lotlo .. under 19. 19, although he 
may Ihtend to erDililoy the powder in the manuf.etu" •• f fl,.-worll, or otber 
harmlell purposes. in as much 8S gunpowder Is a _terial oapable of b&lng uaed for 
purposes of warfare. 

(11) 13 P. L R. 1814-G .... n.-Everythingls obha,,1 whloh hal a large ,axe
like blade ourved or otherwise, with an arrangement of rings for binding It to the 
handle, and a handle. of CODllldtrable len~h. B.lnll In .. o ..... lon of ohh.,,1 • .,d 
tI ...... It hidden is simply punlshabfe under I. 19 (a). S. to 111 applicable only to 
tho. 0&H8 where the import or export of aD arlU JfI attempted. 'rhe queenon of 
... lu.lY. p ...... lo .. of an arm cannot be ralaed for the lira, 10Ime In appeal. 

(12) - 115 AU. 278. "tota Ram.-BI.olI:.",lth. In ""'''.'.17 .......... ft ., 
fbo.arm. '.1' .. 111' ...... ....... 1. are not required to take out lIceDC'J 

(1') 2' C. W. N. 838 •• '"'''8ft •••• wat •• -If tho ...... I. _Itlotl ..... 
• rt .. ~D) Ie '_fld I.ono to whfoh ...... , ............... ...-..... ht .. 
....... ,~ .a"aM It. ..I' to Ito In ........ " of .1\7._ ot tho", -aU.tbe 
~ ....... of 111. aoCUled oould not be lIUIubed. 

{l't 1 .... M3.-V."'kaUr.~.tht ...... Wlml a Uoeaae to 10 "~ fa .,..W 
for ... ,-,o" ~ ..... tI ......... " ....... It ........... _ .. ....,.. 
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(15) 38 Mad. f596.-IIItuhammad I.mall Rowth.r.-An .ffenoe vder 
•• 19 (0) ,. 1II0mmittad when a ... non .nt.r. 8rltlah India with w •• pon he 
t. not lawfully entitled to pOlsess in tbls oountry. h i. not lleoe88ary that there 
Ihouid be any partioular intention in the mind of the offender to oomplete the otfenoe. 

(16) All. W. N. 1891, 208-Wllllam-Where -a person Is found o.",lnl 
arm. apparently in oontravention of ~e provisions of the Arms Act, It mv.t ba 
Itra.vmad In t"'a ala •• "c. of Itroof to tha oonntrary, that he 18 carrying 
luoh arml with the intention of 'Using them Ihould an opportunity of using them 
ariae, and unless be is licensed t" carry the weapon and is not exceeding the 
terms of his licenoe he may be properly convioted under section 19 (e) -

(17) 16 All. 27-Bhvra-A man who Is found gelnl1 about with a pistol. gun, 
."ord or other weapon wlthlll tqe definition of arms III s 4 must. In tha ab.anoa 
of proof to the oontrary, It. ""a.v..,.d to ba oarr,lng It with the Intention 
of UBlDg it. should an opporwni17 for using arise, and unless he Is licensed to 
carry the weapon and is not ex~ding the terms of his lioense he may properly 
be oonvicted under s.19. 

(18) Rat. Un. Cr. C 607-Ganp.t.-The oarrying of a Sp.ar is not 
au otfence under S 19 (c) becaUse spaartl are exempted from B. 13. 

(19) L. S. 1893-1900.284 -NO. Shwa To-(U. B. R. 18,7 1901, Vol. 1, 4.-"'.' Tha Byaung) A perscn who',"ppearl ID a public place or Issues from 
his own property or abode, having about hiS person a weapon of the sort described 
in ...... and not covered by a hoenoe. goa. armed within the ",.aning 0'. 13 
of the Aot. The pllrale going at'med I. not to be restriotad to th. maaning, 
oarr,lng or baarlnl .rm. in the manner usual tor the partioular weapon 
in view 

".(2Q.l:,"lST Bom. 181 -Ko,. Han.jl.-The accused was sent to an adjacent 
vUlage lly the master who was licensed to bear arms. to fetoh a gun, whloh he 
(the master) had left there. While 80 returning with the gun, the accused was 
arrested for gomg armed Ir. oontraventlOn of the prOVISions of s. 13. He was 
oonvicted and sentenced under s. 19 (e). Hald, aoquitting tha aeou •• d, that 
tha mara temporar, po ••••• lon without. Iloenoe, o'_m. for purposes other 
than their use Was not an offence withm the meaning of B. 1~. '" 

(21) 41 Cal 11-Chary Chandra Gho.h-Tho petitioner was oarrylng 
a Ivn on b.half of hi. ma.tar with the lIo.no. te tha Magl.trata '0" tha 
.. urpo .. of a ,..n.wal of hoence. It was admitted that the .bJect of the petitioner 
wal merely to carry the gun to the M.aglstrate. l'he petitioner was convioted 
under I. 19 If) for possessing a Aun In contravention of the provlsJODs,pf the Act. 
Ha''', that the oonvlotlon of the Itetltional' oannot be vpheld. 

(22) 47 Mad. 438. Val,.avan Serva/-There is nothlll, In the wOl'dln, 
.f •• 19 (e) to jUltify tha vl.w that any par.on who hal got a /loeno. or 
I •• xarnpt.d from taking ovt. 1I0ano. I •• ntltl.d to allow any •• rvant of 
hI. to u.a tha gun for the lattar'. own pvrpo... If the servant carrlel the 
gull for the _purpose of the master or In the presence of his master, that may 
not 116 an olfenoe under the Aot; but to get furthff will be going against the 
terms of tbe Aot. Where the master was misled by the Distrlot Magistrate into 
thinking that he was entitled to allow his gun to he used by hi' servant and he 
and hi •• enant honeltly believed that Lbey were doing nothing wrong in allowing 
the Iflrvant to take the gun and to uslf it for the purpose of shooting game tn 
the fore.t,held, that the order of the oonfisoation of the gun was wrons: though 
the servant might be rightly oonvioted of .lD offenoe ullder s. 19 (e l • 

(23) '828 Mad. 88'5 (t) A. I. R.- Sona' Mathy Amllalanu-The o4'yoe 
of golnl armad with firearms is oonsiderably more narroW' than the o~ of ~ 
beblg in pos.eulon merely of firearms. The expreasion 'gol ... al'me'" cleatly 
Indloates two thinp namtly, first an Intention to use It as a firearm and, aeoondl:r. 
the pOllibUity of using it. 

(u) .e I. C. 46T-Chot.-Though an unlioensed pill;ol was fotUtd tn a 
sbop the ", •• qr being absent, tho .. rwant In ....... a.i ... of tha pl.tot a •••• 
....... ho •• nvlot... f., the off.n... The maa~r·. oonviction G~ld DO' 
be upheld. 

(U) A. I. R. tU8, Sind 177 (2).-(77 I. C. 73.) M.h .... ,..... .. u .. ...,:...· 
A , ....... who .... ,... .hut a .. n w''''out attJf .......... ,nJoa .. " ...... 14 
to ••••• e... To detine 'armed' .. meanlq "o~ who is equ1~ Wi'Ul ., .... 
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ca:~ble of imme~UaMu" aa an arm" leeml contruy to tbe .ernaoular meanlnl 
oUhe word 'armed' aDd tl allO no~ ufe. The oHit" .... · .... " ...... 1. "eu'.; .' 
18 (.) and the .. "otlo" of tho O,-*.Iot M •• I_r.t. laitot ...... 1 •••• . 

(16) r W.I. 632-T."lru •• m.n •••• w.n-A. perlon ' who ha.. no 
.mmunltlon with him 10 aa to be in a position to u •• hi •• un "I. not ... lIt,. 
un.o ... 18 (e) of the offenoe of lolng armetJ, nor oan he be convioted under I. 
19 (/) whhout.lanotion al required by s. 29. 

(27) 4 S. L. R. 214.-H.tlm.tl.- The acoulad wae loin. armed without 
a lioeDce within the meaninl of B. 19 (6) and wae not ollvered by bill mas'or', 
exemp~ion. Th. wo.d. for hi. own p.,oonal .... • r. ol.ar .nd un.mlll.u .... 
• nd cannot be interpreted to meaD the use of the lun by a eervan10 .cr anyone 
exoept tbe perBon exempted. Whe,e the m.anlng ef the wo,.da of th •• tatut. 
la o'.a. an. u".mISt"'oua, a Court la not .t '·lIb •• t,. to .... oul.t ... to tb, 
intentlon and to deollne to slve effeot to the .triot "~88 beeaulB of lome appa!'!lnt· 
or supposed hardehip. .. 

(28) No p.oo •• dlng. u"d •• a.otlo" 18 (f) o.n bo 1""Itut." without tho 
IIrovloua .. notion of tho Dla"lot M.,lat •• t, o. In • P ••• I •• no,. town of 
tho Comml.aon.,. of Polio. requIred under section 29 of the Aot. Also perlone 
punishable under this section are not to bo a,.".ato" without tho pre"Iou& 
.anctlon of tbe DlstriGt Magistrate. (Bombay Rule 33 of L. R. and 0.) ). 

(29) 3 L. B. R. 23T.-·Kaka-Acoused was proseouted by the poliGe unde! 
s. 19 (e) for going armed witb a revolver. Un taking the evidence the Maglatrat. 
doubto. whotho, a po .. on oould bo .ald to ,0 a,mod with an unlo .... d 
r,vol"" wrapp.d up In. oloth. He therefore charged tbe acou.ed in ~be 
alternative with going ' armed under clause (e) or. with pOlsesslng the 'fne1vtr 
under clause (I> of B. 19. After the framing of the charge the Magistrate IUbmhted 
the record to tbe District Magistrate. owing ·to an.obJ,otlo" bolng takon, fo. 
hi. provlous .an"'tlon under s. 29. The District Magistrate wrote upon the Diary 
"I sanction tbe iustitut.j.cn of proceedinjl;R under s. 19 (f) againlt I:a"a." The trial 
proceeded, and tbe acoused was oonvicted under clause (fl. Held, that, the 
police baving submitted a report in which it was stated tbat tbe aocu~ed was found 
carrying the revolver. and that being described as an offenoe under clause (e) of 
B. 19. proceedings under olause (f) were Instituted only wben the Magistrate tramed 
the charge under that" clause. Although tbe f,aming of tho oha,.go whon tho 
Magl8trat, dId frame It waa without Ju"lsdlotion, yot If tho M •• 'atrato 
h.d followod tho prop.,. oour., of am.ndlng tho ohar,o .nd the"obtaln.d 
.... otlo" a. h •. dld. thor. wouldb. nothing to p,..v.nt him ',om •• aln 
f,.mln. a oh.,.,. und." ol.u •• (f). and proceeding witb t.he trial. The 
Magl.trate cannot be said to be without jurisdiotion to try tbe caSB merely beoaule 
he framed the charge before reoeiving lanction. and did not frame a frelhoharge 
after reoelving It./J.t the time when be too" tbe evidence for the prQleciti~IOD. 
no sanction was required. because proceedings in respeot of aD off~noe und. 
clause (j) had not then been instituted. end under 8. 256. Cr. P.O., the ~d 
had the right to reoall all the wltnes8es for tbe proseoutlon after tbe ohargewa, 
framed. He waa tllerefore in no way prejudiced by the Magistrate', prooedure; 
The Magistrate, tberelore, had juriedlction, notwlthstandl ··g the 'tV.ord 'prellous' 
in I. 29, becaule. in the circumstanoes 111ft forth. the prooeeding. In relpeatof the 
offence under olause </) cannot be add to have been instituted when t.h' Mal"U4" 
rl!ceived the police lIPori, Conslderins the terms of the Df.trjotMagl"ra~·. 
orMr, It w .. beld tha't prooeeding. in ro.-peot of the offllnce under clause (J) were 
iDaOhted again afier tbe sanction wal t'eeeived, and the abaence of a oharae framed 
afiernD.otlon, in that oase. ill cured by II. 535, Cr. P.C. . 

(30)8 Mad. L. T. o4"S.-Go ... IK.lahn •• ,.r.-Where an . otrenceuader 
1.19(/) haa been oommit'", ftO .............. ah.U II. In.tl ....... wlt ... .,t the 
"" •• '.vo .. notton 0' th. Dletr •• t Mal'.bata ( •• 29.) If no wOh ,,,nctton hal 
betn obtained aU prOClU6dln,1 for an ()ifeooe under L 19 1/) IDIISt be null aad 'fOld, 
aDd tIuI ahleDoe of .. ItCh lanotion oould DO' be VUMd AI a mere il'1'8lularlt, IlJ"~ ; 
.. ' ($I .. U ... ft, 18ea-t8e8, V.I • . t, a.-~. T .. W •• .-~Ja.DII.ri~Ur.,.tnte 
... ~ :& otIIIe ~>"bowev'r. order,. freab.anc\tOPtf bt .. 1Ihe,~, do, lO, c.. . '.~ 

• "(all . t.; •. It .• 'eT2.t .... sae.-ft .. ,.. f(~~Ta.~ ........... o#..., 
o.berthtn~hc>eemett"onediD •• 1~;iIIDot • pUDlebab. oJIeDOe. . .... ..... 


