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FoaM L.-AnllUal ltatem.nt of the operation of the Arml Act, XI of 1878 in the­
dlltrlct ol----Ior tbe year.--

This return will br> submitted yearly through the Comr. to tho I. G. of Polioe 
----- Dy. Comr .. 

FORM M.-F'ree of all fee.-Llccnco for the possesssion by licensed dealers of 
armg or ammunition deposited by their owner, under section 16 of the Indian Arms 
Act, 1878, as amended by Art XX of 1919. 

Name, description 
and residence of 

licensee. 

1 

The 0/ 19 • 

Description 
of armq or 

ammunition. 
2 

Place (with 
doscription) 

whllre 8rticlcs 
are to be kept 

:1 

Cond,ticns 

Period for which 
the license Is 

valid. 
4 

SignatuTa. 

1. This licenre is granted subject to all the provisions of the Indian Arms Act, 
1878, and of the IndIan Arms Rulo'. 1924. 

2. It covers arms of the description given in column 2 only 80 long as they are 
kept in the place described in column 3 but does not authorise the licensee-Ii) to go 
armed, and (ii) to keep arms or ammunitio'l whIch are the property of Government. 

3. The lioensee shall maintain a register of all arms or ammunition in his 
possession under his licenc(', showing the namo, description and residence of the 
licensee, the description of the lirm or ammunition, and the date of deposit. 

4. To overy depositor tho licensee shall givo a receipt in duplicate oontaining 
the particulars mentioned in condition 3, and shall himself send a copy of the entry 
In his register to the officer in charge of the nearest police station. 

5. He shall exhibit such arms and his register on the demand of any 
Magistrate or any police officer of a rank not below that of Inspector. 

6. The licens('e shall forthwith give informatIOn at the nearest police-station 
of the IOS8 or theft of any arms covered by the license. 

7. On the termination of one year from the date of deposit, if the ar:\llS 01. 
ammunlUoD haye ueither been returned nor disposed of under section 16 (2) of the 
Indian Arms Act, 1878, the licensee shall inform the Distriot Magistrate of that­
fact, and shall deal with the arlllS or ammuuitiun aocorllin~ in hia ortlerli. 



;~ch:8 'BELA'l'ING TO .RAILWAY LANDS IN OEaTAIN~TATJ:B IN PUi(J . .4D • 

. ' _ 'orotitm and . Political D'partrri,nt, Notijicatioft No. US-I, datotd tu,nd Julg 
~'i':-Whereas the Governor General in Council has full and exclusive power and 
lurtlJdlction of every kind over the land, 1yina wltllin the State. specified In the IltleOnd 
~olumn of the Schedule hereto annexed with are, or may hereafter be occupied 
by the Railways specified in the first column of the said Schedule (IDCluding the 
lands occupied by station, by outbuildings and for other railway purposes), and over 
Illi persoDs and things whatsoever within the said lands: 
. .In exeroise the powers conferred by the Indian (Foreign Jurisdiotion) Order 
tn C9uncil, 1902, and of all other powers enabling him in that behalf, the Governor 
leneral in Council is pleased to provide as follows for the administration of justice 
within the Baid lands. 

PART I.-Criminal Jurisdiction. 
For the purposes of Criminal Jurisdiction, except, in proceedings a.gainst 

European British subjects, the following arrangements shall be madt', namely :-
Within the lands occupie.d by the Railways as aforesaid, the officers and 

Dourt mentioned in the corresponding entries in the third, fourth and fifth oolumns 
pf the Schedule, shall exercise, re~pectively-

(a) the powers of District Magistrate includinp: all powers conferable on a 
DIstrict Malri8tl''l. te, 

(b) the powers of a Court of Session, and 
(e) the power of a High Court, 

u described in the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898, as for the time being in force 
In the said lands. 

For tho purpose of Civil Jurisdiction the following arrangements shall be m~do, 
;namely:-

Within the land occupied by the railways, as aforesaid, the officer and the 
Court mentioned in the corresponding entries in the ~ixth and seventh columns of the 
Bebedule shall exercise, respoctively, for all purposes connected with the administra­
tion of civil justice :-

(a) the powers of a Di8trict Court, and 
(b) the powers of the High Court, 

as described in the Punjab Courts Act, 1918, as for the time being in force. 
II. The notification of the Government of India in the I<'oreign Department, 

No, 516 I. B. dated the 17th March 1913, so far as it relates to the Railway lands 
in the Baghat anli Keonthal States is hereby cancelled. 

Provided that all civil and criminal proceeding8 pending at the date of thilil 
noti8caiion shall be carried on as if this notification had not been is~ued. 

Schedule. 

1 2 3 I 4 I 5 6 I 7 
-- ----

CRIMINAL JURISDICTION. CIVIL JUB18-
DIOTION. 

District 

I Magistrate 
with powers 

Railway. State. conferable 
Court of I High under section District High 

30 of the Code Session. Court. Court. Court. 
of Criminal 

I 
Procedure, 

1898. 

The The 
~eHicb Kallra The .Assistant Superin- The High Superin.:. 

~ot$h-We8iern Simla B83hai 8uperinien- tendent Court of tendent Coariit 
Jla;Uway , Rail- Keon- dent of the of the Judioa- of the Jutlift.; 
~1Iwtn. thal. Simla-Hill Simla- ture ai Simla- .-( way. SRW& Hill Lahore. HiD , .~ , . 

'. States. S'Ilte.. 
:: ' .. "f 



..2. Foreign and: Political Department. Notification No. 8~"-J •• dated .the .. .tnd 
J"lf/ J,14 :-Whereas the Governor-General-in-Council has full and exc]usin ·power 
.Ild jurilidiction of every kind over the Railway Lands IIpecified in llotUlo.il~ 
No. 343-1, dated the 2nd July 1924, and over all persons and things whatsoeve" 
.w~thin the said lands:-

In the exeroise of the powers conferred by the Indian (Foreign Jurisdictioll) 
Order in Council, 1902, and of all other powers ena.bling him in that behalf. the 
Governor-General-in-Council is pleased to apply to the said lands (hereinafter styled 
"The Railway Lands") the enactments specified in the Schedule hereto annexed 
in 80 far as the same may be applicable hereto and subject to any amendments to 
w.hich the enactments are for the time being subject in British India. . 

Provided. first, that the enactments as so applied references to a Local Govern­
ment shall be read as referring to the Governor of the Punjab in Council. references 
to a High Court as referring to the High Court of Judicature atLahore, and except 
where the context or the modifications hereinafter referred to otherVl-ise require .• 
reference to British India or to a province or the territories subject to a Local 
Government as referring to the Railway Lands. 

Provided. secondly, that the further mudiiications and restrictions set forth 
in the said Sohedule shall be made in the enactments as so applied. 

Provided, thirdly, that for the purposes of facilitating the application of the 
said enactments any Court in the Railway Lands may construe the provisions 
thereof and any notifications, orders, rules, forms or by-laws thereunder, with such 
alterations, not affecting the substance, as may be necessary or proper to adapt 
them to the matter before the Court. 

Provided, fourthly, that subject to the provisions of this notifica~ion the 
Governor of the Punjab in Council may direct by what officer any al,lthoriiy or 
power under the said enactments shall be exercisable. 

II. The notification of the Government of India in the Foreign Department. 
No. 517-l. B., dated the 17th March 1913, in its application to the Railway Lands 
in the Baghat a.nd Keonthal States, is hereby cancelled. 

Provided that all civil and criminal proceedings pending at the date of this 
notification shall be carried on as if this notification had not been issued but that 
save as aforesaid, all proceedings commenced, officers appointed or authorised, 
jurisdictions or powers conferred or confirmed, notifications published, rules made, 
orders passed, and things done under any of the enactments specified in the noti­
fication hereby superseded in the Railway Lands, shall, 110 far as may be, deemed 
to have been; respectively, commenced, appointed, or authorised, conferred or 
confirmed, published, made, passed ~·and done under the corresponding enactments 
specified in this notilica tion. 

Enactment8 applied 
.. to 

The Indian Arms 
Act, 1878. (XI of 
1878). 

SOHEDULE. 

Furtht'r modificationa and reatrictions. 
to .. .. .. 

After section 33 the following seciiQn IIhall 
be inserted. 

34. Notwithstanding anything contained in ihis Apt, 
the Governor-General-in-Council may, by notification in th, 
Gazette of India apply to the railway lands any rules. undet' 
the Indian Arms Act, 1878, for the tin.e being in {o!'Ctl·'" 
British India. subject to any amendments to which such~ 
are for the time being subject in British India, and with lI:~" 
modi1lcations or restrictions as may be 8peci1iedin: · :tmI:: 
notification. and any rules filO applied shall have etYeo'tII:~ 
railway lands as if made ul!d",1' this Ac1 . . , .. 

.. .. " to 



n.ULJ:IJ~ R .ELA.'CING 'ro RA.ILWAY LANDS, PUNJAB STA'fES.' 

S. Forlignand Political Department notification No. 845-1., dated · the ,,,a July 1914 :-Whereas the Governor.General-in-Councii has fuJI and exclusive 
power and jurisdiction of every kind over the lands lying within the States speci­
fied in the second column of the Schedule hereto annexed which are, or may 
bereafter be, occupied by the Railways specified in the first column of the said 
Schedule (including the land~ occupied by stations, by outbuildings and for other rail­
way purposes), and over all persons and things whatsoever within the said lands: 

In exercise of the powers conferred by the Indian (Foreign Jurisdiction) Order 
ill Council, 1902, and of all other powers enubling him in that behalf, · the Governor 
in Council is pleased to provide as follows for the administration of justice within 
the said lands. 

PART I.-Criminal Jurisdiction. 
For the purpose of Criminal Jurisdiction, except in proceedings against Euro­

pean British subjects, and persolls jointly charged with European British subjects, 
the following arrangement:; shall be ma.de, namcly:-

Within the lands occupied by the Railway:; as aforesaid, the officers and the 
Court mentioned in the corresponding entries in the third, fourth and fifth columns of 
Schedule shall exercise, respectively-

(a) the powers of District Magi~trate including aU powers conferable on a 
District Magi~tratc. 

(b) the powers of a Court of Sessioll, and 
(c)t.he powers of a High Court, 

as described in the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898, as for the tillJe being ill force 
in the BA,id land~. 

PART II.-Civil Juriadiction. 
For the purposes of Civil J urisdictioll the following arrangements shall 'be 

made, namely :-
Within the lands occupied by tbe Railways, as foresuid, the officers and the 

Court mentioned in the corresponding eutries in the sixth and seventh columns of the 
Sohedul!) shall exercise, respoctively, for all purposes connected with the adminis­
'ilraiion of Civil Justice-

(a) the powers of a District Court, and 
(b) the po~ers of the High Court, 

8jj describod ill the Punjab Court Act, 1918, as for the timn being in force. 
II. The notificaiion of the Government of India ill the Foreign Department, 

No. 516.1, B. dated the 17th March 1913, in so far as it has not already been cancel­
led, is cancelled hereby. 

Provided that all civil and criminal proceedings pending at the date of 
this notification shall be carried on all if thill notification had not been issued. 
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4.. Forel{J1l and Pohhcal Department nohficatlon No. 8~'-I !laud tM IndJ.z, 
lIB4.-Whereas the Governor-General in Council has full and exclusiYe power a'llll 
jurtsdiction of every kmd over the Railway Land. specified m notification No. MS-I 
dated the 2nd Jult 1924, and over ~ll persons and things whatsoever Within the said 
lands, • 

In exercise of the powers conferred by the Indian (Foreign Jurisdiction) Order 
in CouncIl, 1902, and of all other powers enabhng hIm In that behalf the Governor­
General In Councdls pleased to apply to the said lands (herClnafter styled "The 
.Railway Lands", the enactments specified In the Schedule hereto annexed, ,n so 
far as the same may be applIcable thereto and subject to any amendments to which 
the enactments are for the time bE'mg ~ublect In British India, 

PrOVided, first, that In the enactmpnts as so Rpphed reference to a local 
Govornment shall be read a~ referring to the Agent to the Governor-General, Punjal) 
States, references to a High Court Bb referrmg to the High Court of Judicature at 
Lahore, and except where the context or the modilicatlOns heremafter referred to 
otherWise requue, r«'>£E-reoceti to Bntlsh India or to a provmce or the terntories 
subject to a local Government ab refernng to the Railway Lands 

PrOVided, secondly, that the furth«.>r modificatIOns and rE-strlctlOns set forth 
in the said Schedule shall be made III the sfUd enactments as NO apphed 

Prollded, thirdly, that for the purpose of faclhtatIng the apphcatlOn of the 
SOld enactments any Court 10 thp R!'lly,ay lands may construe the provislOns thereof, 
apd any JlVtilkltLlOllb, orders, rules, forms or bye-la"'b thereunder, With such altera­
tions, not aftectlnp; the l:Iubqtunce, as may be neCP~'lary or proper to adapt them to 
the matter berort' the Courtl> 

PrOVided, fourthly, that bubJoct to the prOVISlO1lS of thIS notification, the Agent 
to the Oovernor-Grneral may duoct by what of'hcer any authOrity or power under 
the said enactments shall be exerclI:!able 

II The notificatlOn of the Governnlf"nt of India In tbe Foreign Department 
No 517 I dated the 17th Mdrch 1913, so far as It has not already been cancelled, IS 
oancelled hereby _ 

PrOVIded that all CIVil and crImInal pro('eed1Ogs pend10g at the date of thiS 
notificatIOn shall be cdrr1l'd on as If thIS notIficatIOn had not bepn Issued but that, 
save as aforesdld, all proceedmgs comml'nc!'d, officpr'l aPPOinted or authorised, 
JurisdictIOn or power'! conferred or confirmed, notificatlOns pubh'lhed, rules made, 
orders passed and th10gb done undl'r allY of th!' enact nent~ speCified In the notifica­
tion hereby superseded In the RaIlway Lands, shall qo far as may be deemed to have 
heen, respectively, commenc('d, appomted or duthorlZed conferred or confirmed, 
pubbshed, mado, passed and done under the correspondmg enactments speCified 10 
the notification 

SCHEDULE 
Enactmllnts applIed Furthe1' modlficatlonlJ and r~8trcct,on8. 

The IndIan Arms Act, After sectIOn J3 the followmg secilOn shall be 
1878, (XI of 1878) lJlberted 

34 N otwlthstandmg anythmg contamed 10 thIS Act th!' Governor-General m 
CounCIl may, by notIficatIOn In the Gazette of (ndla, apply to tbe railway lands any 
rules under the Indian Arms Act. 1878, for the time belDg 10 force m Bntlsh India, 
subJect to any amendments to whIch such rules are for the time beIng sub]tlct 
In BrItish India and With such modificatIOns or rel>trlctlOns, as may be specIfied lD ~he 
notlficatlOn, and any rules so IIpphed shall have eflect ID the raIlway lands as if 
made under thiS Act 

5 Forll~gn and Pol,tl~al Dept Notn No. 68-1., dated th,l e'Tth Jan. 1918. 
In exorClSe of the powers conferred by SeC\10n 34 of the IndIan Arms Aot, 1878 IX! 01 
1878) all apphed to the Railway lands speCIfied In the notificatIon 10 the For. au 
Poll. Dept. No 345-1 dated the 2nd July 1924, the Governor-General m Council is 
pleased to apply the IndIan Arm~ Rules, 19:1t to the saId lands subject to any amend­
m.nt to whioh the said rules may be subJect 10 BrItish IndIa, and subject also to the 
modUioatloIUi speCified ID the first proViso to the notificatIon in the For, and .Poll 
Dep~. No. 34.6-1, dated tbe ind July 19U, and to such further modilioatioll8, no* 
affectina the substances, as may be necessary or proper to adopt the said rules ~ ~ 
Aid lands. Too notification of the Govt. of India lD the For Dept. No. 851-D. dated 
tbe 18th Ib.roh 1913, so far as It has not already been cancelled ill hereby ~Uecl. 



II OOAt .RULES AND OB1>1all.s-NOBTH-WEST J'BONTI1!lB PBOVINOB. t6a 
NO!tTH-W.s:ST FRONTIER PROVINCE--LoCAL HUL&8 AND OaDBBS. 

1. N.- W. F. P.-Gir. no. 1048-52- G .. dated the 19th March 19£8,-­
The Government of Inrlia ba.s requested the Chief Commissioner to 
issue orders that licences for Pistols and Revolvers should be given 
on)y in cases of real necessity and to persons of a.pproved character. 
You are requested to act accordingly. 

2. Letter no. 711-15-G.-N., dated the 21st JUly 1920. (1) The 
following inatruction. have been issuerl for guidance on the ques­
tion of the licensing of privately owned riflea. 

(2) Under the most recent orders of the Government of India 
embodied in notification no 1296 of 9th July 1920. the District 
Magistrates are now legally empowered to issue licenses for rifle. 
without reference to higher authority. The Chief Commifilsioner, 
however. con<;iders it important that there should be some central 
check on the issne of such licences a.nd desires that, in future. 
lists of all persons to whom it is proposed to grant licences for rifle. 
shall be referri'd to him by DistrICt Magistrates before they are 
actually i@sued. 

(3) This has heen the practice generally in this Province but 
certain special rules were made for the districts of Bannu and Dera 
Ismail Khan. In 1916 owing to the disturbed state of the Border, 
Sir George Roos-Keppel empowered the Deputy Commissioners of 
Bannu and Dera Ismail Khan to grant licences without previous 
referenoe to him for the possession of rifles. provided tha.t they 
were purchased from across the border or from Powindahs in the 
districts by persons of good standing who would execute a written 
undertaking for theIr proper custody. In letter nO. 210-B. 
of the 23rd December 1918. however, Sir George expressed a wish 
that the number of licences so granted should be ('onsiderably 
reduoed, but the general authority for DistrIct Magistrates to il'su8 
such licences without reference to the Chiet Commissioner was not 
definitely revoked. The present letter is to be considered now as 
definitely revoking the special authority given in the Bannu and 
Dera Ismall Khan Districts, and the issue of licence. for rifle. will 
require the Chief Commissioner's l'1anction throughout t.he whole 
province. At the same time all licences granted prior to the issue 
of this letter will be considered valid. 

As regards rifle ammunition clause 6 of the conditions ath.chad 
to licenoes in Form XIII. (now Form XVI), for the possession of 
arms, lays down that the holders shall not purchase ammunition in 
8.0888 of the maximum which may from time to time be fixed by 
the looal Government. No maximum. however. has as yet been 
ked. It should now be treated. in the case of rlfles. as 50 round. 
per ritle, and this figure should bit endorsfd by the DisttiC1t 
Magi8trate on lic~nee!. This endorsement will glve authority fo, 
.one pprcbase only. and it will be for DistrIct Magistra.tes to a.dd .. 
fM.b .lldt)r8~nent on the applioation of the bolder if be can 8a6i1fr 
ttaem that lliB former .tock haa been legltimately expended. * * 

[On \he analOSy of the pollor acoepted by the Govenment of India in ~ 
10 (lfibelr RelOlutiOQ No. lI',-819-1~tt, dated ~be 3rd November 1915, in Z'~a~ W ~~ 



264 LoOAL RULIS AND OmlERS-NORTR-WEA1 FRONTIER PlWVIN(l.JlJ. 

to be purchased in India, a licence for posse~sion, in Form XVI, should also be 
grant&d as soon as p€rmi&blOn is gIVen to purchase a fire -arm from across the Border 
With 8 vIew to partICulars of the weapon being (,fltend 111 the hcence, the lioenseo 
should be requirE'd to produce hl& weapon hefore thu District Magl~tratc within one 
week of possession thereof. (Ord('r datE'd 7th January 1924)[ 

(4) It has been reported that there are a large number of 
unlicensed rifles in the hands of villagers in the more exposed 
tracts of the frontier, and the quer;tion of dealing with the situa­
tion has been specifically referred to the Duputy Commissioner, 
Bannu. Sir HamIlton Grant consHers that It would he most 
inadvisable at the present time to initiate prosecutions for the 
illegal possesion of these weapons Any action of this sort would 
provoke the rritichm that while we fail adequately to protect 
British subject ... in our districts, we preclude them from possessing 
the means of protecting themselves especially at a time of unpre­
cedented tribal lawlessness. He considers that the best policy 
will be for Deputy Commissioners to make it widely known in their 
dlstricts, by whatever mean'l they consider best, that all unlicensed 
ritlea llJu~L be reported and licensed wlthm a definite period, which 
might be fixed at one month. The people should be given to under­
stand that unless there are very special reasons to the contrary, no 
obstacles will be put in the way of these rifles being licensed, but 
that if these instruction,; are deliberately disregarded, this question 
of pro<;eclltions will be ta.ken up on the expiry of the period. The 
Chief Commissioner, however does not wish to fetter the discretion 
of Deputy Commissioners in this respect, especially as the conditions 
of each dIstrict are wldely divergent, nor has he any wish to press 
for immediate action in this matter, If this appears inopportune and 
likely to lead to trouble. It would seem probable indeed, that the 
problem of unlicensed rifles exists In any berious form only in the 
Kohat and Bannu DIstrict.,. No action therefore should be taken 
upon the instructions conveyed in the paragraph, unless Deputy 
Commissioners are of the opinion that the special circumstances 
of their districts demand it. In any caRe the Chief Commissioner 
is averse from wholesale prosecutiont! under the Arms Act, and 
whatever the result of the action now suggested may be, he trusts 
that wholesale prosecutions will not be undertaken without previous 
reference to him. 

3. Ml'm(). no. 8010- :jO- G. N., dated the 28th Septr. 19JO • .. * .. 'fhe 
application. from British Officers for licences for their sporting 
rifles and ammunition for the same need not be referred to the Chief 
Commissioner. 

4. Homl' Dept. no ::202, dated the .Jth NOl'r. 1920. A fee of 
8 annas should be levied on a lioence granted for the whole of the 
North·West Frontier Province; and the rates of fee. laid down in 
cla.use (c) [8 e.nnas in the case of (r) luI of the heading of From XVI) 
on licences granted for the whole of British India. 

5. E:l'iracf, pat'« )!, frol/l Home Dept. letter no. 1236, dated fhe 18th 
June 1921. 2. It has now been represented to the Government of 
India. tbat in the case of rifle ammunition inoonvenience may be 
oauBed by the fixation of a rigid Bcale. It has be,n suggested, fot 
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jnstauoe, that no regard is paid to the size of the cartridge and tW 
.. little '22 rim fire rifle, which is used by ladies to shoot ,at tArge" 
.. t. a rifle club, is rationed to the same extent as an elephant gUll 
or a. 'S bore rifle. Further, it has been suggested that the fiXation 
of a rigid limit might cause inconvenienoe to a sportsman starting 
on a shootiog expedition who wished to take with him a. stock of 
both hard-nosed and soft-nosed bullets to be fired from the same 
wea.pon. The Government of India are not aware how far theaa 
oriticisms are justified but they would be glad if the suggestions 
could be taken into consideration at an early date with a view to 
the removal of any anomalies tha.t exist. 

6. N.- W. F. P. no. 2981J-90- a.-N., dated the 9th Aug. 1921.-lt 
has been decided that as regards rifle ammunition, the previous 
instructions contained in pa.ragraph (3) of Mr. PiPOD'S letter No. 
711.15, dated the 21st July 1920, will continue to hold good but 
he wishes to emphasise the importance of a thorough enquiry 
in each case. The Ohief Oommis~ioner is not satisfied that the 
restrictions against accumulation of ammunition from year to year 
are being rigorously enforced in all Districts, and, in this oonnection, 
direots attention of aU District Magistrates to the headings of 
oolumns 3 and 4 of licence form XVI of the Rules of 1924. District 
Ma.gistrates are, however, empowered to exercise their discretion 
in regard to ammunition for small boro rifles, for example '22 bore 
which are used for target shooting; or, in the case of a sportsman 
starting on a shooting expedition who wishes to take with him .. 
stook of both hard-nosed and soft· nosed bullets. when a maximum 
of 50 rounds might obviously be inadequate. (2) As regards revol .. 
ver ammunition, the Chief Commissioner wishes a maximum of 50 
rounds per annum covered, of course. by ma.ximum possession of 50 
rounds to be fixed. (3) Oartridges for shot.guns may be allowed 
in such number as the District Magistrate may consider desirable 
in each case. 

7. N.- W. F. p. c'il'. no. 48-110-0" dated the 4th January 1922, 
to all Local Governments and Administrations, Residents, Agents 
to Governor.General and to Deputy Oommissioners in the N.·W.F.P, 
Under sub rule (3) of Rule 33 of the Indian Arms Rulel1, 192', 
the Chief Commissioner has imposed the following restriction. on 
the validity in the N orth-West Frontier Province, of licence. which 
have been made valid for that Province by licensing authorities in 
other provinces, namely :-

Lioenoes issued in other provinces in India or Burma, which have been ~de 
:valid for the North-West Frontier Province by licensing authorities there shall· be .Ill 
[Oree ill the North-West Frontier Province only when such licences have hoD... 
~eunte1'8igned br the District Magistrates of the Districts into which the ti'ri~ are imported, and shall be valid, in eaoh case, only for such area in the North. 
"Vest Frontier Province as may be prescribed by the countersigning authority.,.: i\' 

8. N.~ W.F~ P. letter no. 297-5808- a , dated tlie 80th Marck 19Ji~; 
'~·.lIL9D-iLl Governments and Aministrationa (except ~unj6~);,'''::'':;: 
.~ ,there. ,b$no objection, you will kind~y a.rrab~~to fni,jb~~; 
wit~,.&8 Httle. delay-as p08sible, to the fol1owingo~<;i,al'9.ji~jl 
~~nn~deta118reiar~ln' ,all future .. l~ ot arm.ot;"'_~,i 



.266 LOOAL RULES AND ORDERS-NORTH-WEST FRONTIER PROVINCE'. 

nition made to persons residents of the North-West Frontier 
Province :-

In the case of residents of British J 
Districts, vie., Hazara, Peshawar, To the Superintendent of Police 

concerned. Kohat, Bannu and Dera Ismail Khan. 
In the case of residents of the} To the Deputy Commissioner, Hazara 

Indian States of Amb and Phu!era. District, Abbottabad. 
In the case of residents of the 

Indian States of Chitral and Dir. 
1 To the Political Agent, Dir, Swat and 
) Chitra! Agencies, Malakand. 

I am further to request that, in the ovent of th!'re being no objection to the 
above requebt copies of any instructions issurd in thIs connection may kindly be sent 
to this office for information and record. 

NOTE.-A list of all the Local Governments who have agreed to report the sal.as 
in printed below :- ' 

Chief Commissioner, Ajmer-Mer- Agent to the Governor-General in 
wara. Centrdl IndIa. 

Government of As~am, Govornment of tho Central Provinces. 
Chief Commisbioner Baluchistan. Chief COIl1nllssiollcr, Delhi. 
GOVATumpnt of Bmllld. Govorn11lpnt of Madras. 
Government of Bengal. Agont to the Governor-General in 
GovArnment of Bihar and Om,sa. RalPutana. 
Government of Bombay. Government of the United Provinces. 

NOTE.-The Punjab Government also follows tbp desired procedurl', vide their 
Notifioation No. 1449, dated the ht November 1915, rppublished on pagp 247. 

9. N. W. F.l'. cil'. II/ell/o. NO. 11(j88-0., duted the 11th Dec. j[}28.­
Instructions and remarks with regard to the Indian Arms 
Rules, 1924 :-

(I) It will be seen that the Arms Rule" come into force on the 
1st January 1924. The numbers, of many of the forms have been 
changed and abo. to 'lome extent, the forms themselves, and the 
conditions printed on ihe forms. This applies particularly to the 
forms most commonly used in the North-West Frontier POQvince, 
viz. old Form XIII. [now F'orm XVI,l-"LlCense for the possession 
of arms and ammunition and for gOll1g armed for the purpose of 

Sptlt't 

protl>ctlon " -It is feued that it will not be po~sib{e for a stock of 
dIsplay 

the revised forms to be issued by the 1st January as desired by the 
Government of India. But under Rule 49. licences under the Rules 
of 1920, can be renewed so far as they are not inconsistent with the 
new rules. Existing licences should be renewed, pending receipt 
of the revised forms. 

(2) It will be noticed that the acqui<;ition and carrying of 
pistols or revolvers of '450 bore has been much tightened up (Rules 
7,33 and 34) and that ammunition for the sa me will not be obtaina.ble 
except from selected dea.lers (Rule 38). Ordinarily the import of 
'450 bore revolvers will be absolutely prohibited (vide the Commit. 
tee's recomendation in paragraph 26 of their Report accepted by 
the Government of India. in paragraph ] 7 of the Resolution (pages 
12 and 20.) In thil! connection District Ma.gistrates are reminded 
that under or.ders (H. D. no. 386, dated the Iflt March 1920), which 
are still in force. licences for pistols and revolvers of all kind$ 
should be issued only in ca.ses of real necessity. 
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( . ) Rule 3 . • • . 
3 • Sohedule (-Para. 5 of the Government of IndIa Resolut~gn 

of 3td N ovr. 1923-(i) Under proviso (bl to Rule 3, exempted periOD' 
mUlt register, in such manner as the Local Government may pres';; 
cribe, their fire-arms and ammllnition.-Ui) No fee will be charged. 
for such registration (para. 5 of the Resn. of 3rd Novr., 1923).-(t'ii) 
An exempted person must at once report the 1088 or theft of any 
arm in respect of which he is exempted, i.e., although an exempted 
person is not required to register the possession of a dagger, he is 
bound to report the loss or theft of a dagger.-(iv) Every exempted 
person shall furnish the District Magistrate by the 31st of March 
1924. with particulars aa to the firearms and ammunition in his 
possession. failure to do so rendering him liable to the cancellation 
of his exemption.-(-ll) l!'uture purchases of firearms and a ammuni. 
tion shall be reported t.o the Dis~rict Magistrate within one week of 
of the purchase.-(II£) The purchase of firearms will be subject to 
thE' maximum prescribed by the Loc",l Government. 

(4). Schedule I.-Para. 6 of the Resn.-Under the Rules of 
1920, persons included in entries II, ll-A, 11·8 and 12 of 
Schedule I are ordinarily exempt from taking out a licence. The 
four entries just specified have been excluded from the Rules of· 
1924. Entries ll-B and 12 do not concern the North-West Frontier 
Province. As regards entries 11 and ll-A which include holden of 
titles. etc., conferred before the 1st January 1920. particular atten­
tion is in vited to the orders requiring application for a life licence 
to be made before the 1st July 1924. All persons in your district 
known by you to be included in entry no. 11 should be informed of 
the orders and should make their applications without delay. As 
soon as forms are available, the requisite life-licences should be 
issued. 

(5). Para 7 of the Resn.--The following are prima facie quali. 
fications for the grant of a licence without preliminary enquiry :-

(a) payment of Rs. 500 land revenue: (b) any payment of in .. 
come· tax ; (c) in the case of Government servants, pa.y of Rs, 100 
per menssm or more; but the District Magistrate has full pOwer to 
order enquiries if he thinks fit. 'I'he determination of the agency 
for such enquiries is left to the Local Government. There sesmB 
no rea.son to depart from the present practice whereunder suoh 
enquiries as may be required, are ordinarily made by the Police. 

(6). Rule 33 (3).-All District Magistrates are reminded of the 
orders conveyed in letter no. 84-1 to-G., dated 4th January, 1922. 
reproduced below for faoility of reference :-

Licencea iaaued in other province. in India or in Burma, which have been made. 
valid for the North· West }I'rontier Province by licensing authorities there shall 
be in force in the North·West Frontier Province only when such iicences have been : 
oountersigned by the District Magistrates of the districts into which the arms MB" 
imported, and shall be valid, in caoh caso, only for such area in the North-WeiR­
FrontIer Provinl'e as may be prescriood by the countersigning authority . 

. (7). Rule 40 (i)-Attention is invited to the proviSS) to Rilfe '40' 
(i) whioh requires tha.t in the case of perlonl .ubject to the lJUliaa 
.ArDJ.'Y Act, 1911, application for any kind of licence 8hall .beJ;D~de.:: 
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not/41S the District Ma.gistra.te of the District in whioh the a.pplicant 
l;ct(ppens to be serving, but to the licensing authority of the appli· 
~ cant's permanent place of residence. 

(8). Rule 43 (z)-The proviso to Rule 43 (i) is new and provides 
that ig any ca.se in which the grant or renewal of a licence is re­
fused, the applicant may appeal to the immedIate official superior 
of the authority refusing the grant ot renewal, Separate instruc­
tions will foHow with regard to appeals under the provisu just re­
ferred to. (Vuie para 10 on page 269). 

(9). Second portion of para 9 of the Resn. (1 e. where paragraph 
13 of the Committee's Report is referred to-page 17).-1'he intention 
of the orders of the Government of India India is not altogether free 
from doubt. The Chief Commissioner desires the continuance of the 
present practice whereunder the first year of the currency of any 
licence is taken to expire with the end of the celendar year in 
which the heence is granted. Thus, If on the 6th June 1924, the 
District Magistrate u.ccept'l an application for a licence for going 
armed, and the a ppliCd,nt is not prepared 10 wait untIl the 1st 
Ja.nua.ry 1925, and desnes the immediate issue of his bcence, 
then the first year's currency of the licence will expire on the 31st 
December 1924, 

(10). Para 20 of the Committee's Report read with paras] 3 and 
14. of the Resll.-(l) Although ordman\y only the Da,trict Magis­
trate can sanction a hcenco in the first Instance, any Sub-divisional 
Magistrate can renew a licence and the aIms need not be produced 
at the time of renewul. Particular attentIOn is invited to the fact 
that a lioence can be granted 01' renewed for a period of three years 
and in order to save clerical labour and also unnece~sary trouble 
to the licensee, the Chief CommlRsioner directs the initial grant or 
the renewal should ordinarily be for three years. In the N orth­
West FrontIer Province the fee will lI1 that case be three times the 
annua.l fee (L'lde Para. III of Licenoe Form XVI). 

The above rules should not be allowed to interfere with the 
periodical check of the arms themselves which ill required to be 
ca.rried out by the Pohee. Tho DiRlrlCt Magistrate has full powers 
to require the production of arms at any time or place. (2) Where 
a licence ha'3 been issued in another district, the licensing authority 
should be informed of the fact of renewal. (3) Licences can be 
applied for by post and can also be sent tor renewal by post. (4) 
It wiU be seen from rule 33 (z) (b) that a licence in Form XVI oan 
be granted only by the District Magi!!>trate or by Sub-Divisional 
Ma.gistrate specia.lly empowered by the Local Government. 

(ll). Para 14 of the Resn.-The fees payable for eacll lioenoe 
are stated on the .{i'arms concerned. Payments can be made in non­
judicial f!ltamps or in cash. as the applica.nt prefers. 

Para 16 of the Res». • 
(12). Para.'3 of the Repori. The Government of Ind1a. orders are 

that applioa.tlons for licence. and renewal. sha.ll b. deaJt; with 
pNmptly. Aooording\y in Bupersession of ihe il18iructiona 001l..,." 
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in this office memorandum no. 100OS-10-G. dated the 10th November, 
1928, recommendations requiring the Chief Commissioner's saootion 
should be submitted quarterly (viz. as soon as possible after the 
1st Feb., 1st May, 1st Aug. and 1st Nov.) instead of every six months. 

(13). Para 18 of the Resn.- W here it is desired to inolude in 
the licence a female member of the lioensee's family, the lady 
should be entered as a "retainer." 

10. Memo. riO. 1280-34- G. dated the 24th Dec. J9Q9.-With 
reference td para. (8) of oiroular memo no. 11688-92.G. dated 
the 11th Dec. 1923, I am to oonvey the following instructions with 
regard to appeal. preferred under the proviso to Rule 43 (1) 
of the Arms Rulep, 1924. Pendmg the receipt of any general 
orders which may hereafter be reoeived from the Government of 
India. the Chlef Commissioner directs as follows ;-

(1) For the purposes of the Arms Rule .. , the immediate official 
.uperior of a Sub-DIv'sional Magistrate is the District Magistrate, 
and the immediate official superior of the Di~trlct Magistrate is 
the Cbief CommiSSIOner. (2) The period allowed for preferring 
an appeal to the Dl!.tnct M allistrate or to the Chief Commissioner 
shall in eaoh oase be 30 days from the receIpt of the intimation 
of the refusal to grant or renew the licence in question. [This 
period is prescribed on the analogy of appeals under the Inoome­
tax Act (XI of 1922), l/(ie sections 30 (2) and 32 (1) of that Act). 

11. lffemu. /I() fj05-0..J-, du/ed the 15th .Jany. 1924.-Para 7 of 
the Government of India resn. no. F. 829-1-22, dated the 23rd Nov. 
1923. Where there IS any doubt with regard to the mean. and 
.tatuB of an appJicant for a lice-nee for a ntIe, and where it is 
none the less desired for other reaeons, such as WIth a view to 
village defence to grant the hcence applied for, the DIstrict 
Magistrate may. before granting a licence, require the appltcaTlt 
to furnish security to the extent of Rs. 300 that the rifle will not 
be sold without permission eIther WIthin or across the border, 
and will not be used for any unlawful purpose. Subjeot to the 
above instruction!!, circular no. 6 dated the 3rd March, 1910, !!hould 
be regarded as cancelled. 

12. Memo no. 610-14- G., dated the 15th JUll. 19,U.-With reference 
Rule 33 (2) (a) of the Indian Arms Rules, and in supersession of 
notification no. 1181-G., dated the 24th March 1920. ordinarily a 
lioence shall be issued only for the District in whIch the licensee 
reeides. But the District Magistrate penwnally can, for sufficient 
r~a80ns. make any such licence valid throughout the North-West 
Frontier Province 01' throughout BrItish India. In the latter 
case oare must be taken tQ see that the requiSIte enhanoed licence 
fee has been paid. 

18. Notn. no. 615-G., dated 15th Jan. 1924.-ln exercise o( 
tbe powers conferred by condition 3 of form XIV and condition 9 
·bf forUl XVI of Schedule VIII of the Indian A rms Rules, 1924." 
Distriot M~istrates in the North-West Frontier Provin09 are .. uth. 
1iaad to cancel. where necessary, condition 2 (ii) of &eD.Ce f.,. 
XtY f,Iolld eoaditiOD 8 of licellCe form XVI whioh prohibU Mt. , 
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possession of Government arms a.nd ammunition. Notn. no. 1930-G .. 
dated the 2~th April 1920. is hereby ca.ncelled. 

14. Notn. no. 622- G., do,ted the 15th Jan. 1924.-In exercise 
of the powers conferred by Rule 37 (1) (b) of the Indian Arms 
Rulee, 1924, tbe Sub-Divisional Malistrates of Mardan, Now.hera 
and Charsadda sub·divisions are empowered to grant licences for 
going armed on a. journey in or through any Province in form XX. 
Notifica.tion no. 2179G., dated the 15th May 1920, is hereby cancelled. 

15. Nofn. no. aM- G. dated flw 15th Jan. 1924.--N otificatioR 
no. 468, G. N .• dated the 8th July 1920-empowering the Sub-Divi­
sional Magistrates of the Mardan. Nowshera and Charsadda sub­
divisions to grant licences, in certain forms for the possession of 
arms and ammunition under the Indian Arms Rules of 1920, is 
hereby cancelled. 

16. Noln. no. U2()- G .. dated the j[jfli Jan. 1924.-Notn. no. 
834 G. N .. dated the 2nd August 1920. and notn. no. 347·G., dated 
tho 10th January 1921, being inconsistent with the instructions 
conveyed in paragraph '7 of the Government of India, resolution 
no. F •• 829·1·22, da.ted the 3rd November 1923, are hereby canoelled. 
The Chief Commissioner accepts the recommendations made by 
the Governmeut of India in paragraph 7' of the resolution, 

17. Notn. no. U:J7- G .. do/ed the lMh Jr!/!. 1U:24.-With reference 
to items (i) and (ii) of entry (6) of Schedule II of the Indian 
Arms Rules. the Chief Commissioner has declared that in the 
whole of the N. W. F. Province-

(L) lead required in good faith for industrial and manufacturing 
purposes (other than the manufacture of bullets and bird shot) 
in quantities not exceeding one cwt., 

(2) leaden bullets in quantities not exceeding two lbs. in 
weight, a.nd 

(3) bird shot not exceeding five lbs. in weight. 
a.re exempted from the operation of a\1 prohibitions and directions 
contained in the Indian Arms Act. 1~78, Notn. No. 10903G. dated 
the 29th Nov. 1921 is hereby cancelled. ' 

18. Not It. 'no. (;28- G., dated fhe .1f1tll Jan. 1924.-Notn. no. 
532.t.G" dated the 30th March 1922, regarding the scale of exempted 
arms and alPmunition in case of persons exempted under entries 
11 and llA of Sohedule I of the Indian Arms Rule, 1920, is hereby 
oanoelled as entries 11 and llA have been excluded from the 
Rules of 1924. 

19. Notll. no. 629-G., dated the 15th Jan. 1924.-Notn. no. 
n03 G. da.ted the 2nd May 1922, is republished below for general 
information: -All registers and instruotions presoribed therein 
under the Indian Arms Rules of 1920, sha.1l LOW be deemed to be 
presoribed under the corresponding provisions of the Rules of 1924. 
, 20. Notn. no. 7103 G. dated the 2nd Mal/1922.-The following rules 

have been made under the Indian Arms Act 1878 (XI of 1878) 
and under Government of India resolution no. I, da.ted the 1st 
January 1920. 
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Powers. 

The Chief Commissioner has empowered-
(1) All Magistrates and all police officers not below the rank 

of officer in charge of a station to detain arms ammunition or 
military stores under section 6, 

(2) all police officers not below the rank of officer in charge of 
a station to condllct searches under section 25, and 

(3) has appointed all police officers of rank not below that of 
officer in charge of a statlOn, in virtue of their office, to condllct 
scerches under section 30 

Sloe}. and account hooks tube !.ept by ltL'en.,('d 
lIIallujw'tllro ~ and dealel,~. 

(4) All persons holding licences to manufacture, convert, keep 
and sell arms, ammunition or military stores shall keep up stock 
books and accounts of receipts and issues in forms A and B, 
appended to these rule!>, and all persons holding licences to keep or 
sell arm!;!, ammunition or military stores shall maintain stock and 
account books in forms C and D. The pages of these books are to 
be numbered and before any entries are made the books, shall be 
exhibited together With the manufacturer's or dealer's licence to 
the Magistrate of the District or to a Subordinate Magistrate. 
Such Magistate will sign the first and last pages of each book and 
Aeal them with his official seal. N otn. no. 2609-G. N. dated the 
27~h August 1920, is hereby cancelled but weekly intimation must 
be sent by all dealers to the Superintendent of Police regarding all 
sales of arms, ammunition or military stores. 

(5) The shops premises and stock of all licensed manufactures 
and dealers shall be lnspected once in every quarter by a Police 
Officer not below the rank of Inspector and once at least in every 
year by a gazetted police officer. At the time of inspectIon the books 
shall be mitialled by the Inspecting officer. Any irregularity or 
breach of the rules whICh may be noticed shall be at once reported 
to the Magistrate of the district. 

(6) On receiving notice of a sale under clause 2. section 5, of 
the Arms Act, by a person lawfully p09se~sing arms to any person 
not prohibited from possessing arms. the Magistrate or Police Officer 
may make enquiries as to the correctness of the pUl'chaser's na.me 
a.nd address. and if necessary, obtain a report from the Superinten­
dent of Police of the distriot in which the purchaser lives. 

Arm!; depostted in a polt('(' Sfalton. 

(7) When any arms ammunition or military Btores have been 
deposited at a police.station under section 14 or 16 of the Act, the 
officer in charge of the station shall affix to each weapon or article 
a. tioket in form R. showing the name of the depositor and the date 
of the daposit and shalJ give the depositor a. duplicate or copy of 
the same. After seven da.ys, if the owner hilI!! not obtained a licence 
authorising him to possess them the arms, a.mmunition·or military 
_tores sh~ll be forwarded to the head·quartet's of the distriot aJlq. 



~ept in the malkhana of the Magistrate of tbe distiiotol'iIi,ijii 
Polioe ,magazine. The ministerial officer to whom they are entrust­
Bdshall keep a register in form S. in which the articles so deposited 
dian be desoribed and entered under serial numbers and fresh 
~ioket8 shall be affixed showing the owner's name and the corres­
ponding numbers of the register. 

Arms and miUtary stores seized. 
(8) Arms, ammunition or military stores 'seized under sectioQ 

11,25 or 26 shall be similarly dealt with. 
Disposal of confiscated arms. 

"'In partial modification of the rules published in this Government 
notification No. 629-G-U-58 1924, dated the 15th January 19.24, 
the Governor in Oouncil is pleased to direct that the following lules 
for the disposal of oonfiscated arms shall be substituted for rule IX 
thereof :-

(9) Arms, ammunition or military stores that have been forfeit­
eel to His M!l.jesty under sections 14 and 16 or have been confiscated 
to His Majesty under sections 24 shall be disposed of as follows :-

(1) Arms, ammunition and stores which can be utilised hy the 
polioe or any other Government department may be retained and 
brought into use with the sanction of the local Government. 

(2) Arms, am munition and stores not so retained shall be dis­
posei of in the following manner :-

(a) All revolvers and pistols of wha.tever bore, and all rifles 
and ammunition of prohibited bores, shall be sent to the nearest 
arsena.l for dispos8.l. 

(b) Arms, ammunition and stores other than those described 
under (a.) above may be sold to licenced dealers or other persons 
entitled to possess them. 

(c) Arms not disposed of under (b) sha.ll be broken up 10ca.11,. 
and the materials sold,unless they a.re rifled fire·a.rtUs or rifle barrels, 
in whioh oa.se they should be sent to the nea.rest arsenal to be 
broken up. Ammunition and stores not disposed of under (b) shall 
be destroyed. Alternately. all arms, ammunition and stores which 
ca.nnot be disposed of under (b) may be sent to the nea.rest a.rsena.l 
for disposal. 

2. An a.cknowledgment should b. obta.ined frorothe officer in 
charge of the arsenal conoerned of the receipt of a.rms and ammuni­
tion sent to him under rule (2) above and, in due oourse, a oertifica.te 
that the said arms and ammunition have been either destroyed 
or taken in to ordnanoe stook. 
. . Not.e.~The expressiLn "Stores" iu these rules means "Mllitary stores" as defined 

ilfaeotion 4 of Tbe Indian Arms Act, 1878. . ,'. 

Reward.s. . . 
. (lO), (0 When any arm. or other artiele. are confiscated aod~> 

", __ doD. 24, the oonvicting Magistra.te sha.Uimmedia.tel¥ ,~;'· 

'··, ·Amended by notn. no. 6(00 H. G. loT . dated the ~th AUfust,l93~ And N~~ :$~~' 
i~a~ G.8ftd:the 23rdNoVl'. 1934. 
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qGJ'lV'iotion. pay a reward of not less than half the value of the OOJl­
as()"ted articles, and in Buch proportion 8.8 he may deem advisa.b1e 
after due oonsideration of all the faots of the case, to the person 
or persons (Police Officers are included) who may have given 
informa.tion which led to the detection of the offence or who may 
have assisted in the arrest of the offenders and seizure of thil arms 
or articles. Suoh payment will be chargeable to Law and Justice, 
and be drawn by Magistrates in their contingent bills. *lWhen it ia 
essential to maintain secrecy as to the Identity of the informer the 
Court should pay the reward through the Superintendent of Polic,. 
His certificate that he has paId the infol mer will be a valid receipt, \ 

(2) Any Magistrate oonvicting an offender of any offence 
under the Act may at his discretion, grant a reward not exoeeding 
the amount of the fine imposep, in such proportions a.s he may 
think fit, to any person or persons (Police Officers are included) 
who ha.ve contributed to the arrest of the offender or the seIzure of 
the arms or other articles. 

(3) The power vested in MagIstrates by these Rules will be 
exercised subject to the supervision and general cortrol of the Dis­
triot Magistra.te (N"otn. no. 7103 G. dated the 2nd May 1922 and 
no. 3028 G. dated the 18th March] 923). 

Regl!>tm of licenre!>. 

(11) Every magistrate of a district shall keep up in forms E 
and G appended to these rules. registers of licences to manufaoture, 
convert, sell or keep for sale granted by him under rule 28 of the 
rules issued by the I Government of India, and shall keep up in 
forms F and H registers of all licences to sell and keep for sale 
granted by him under the same rule. All Superintendents of Police 
shall keep up similar registers in Engbsh. Magistrates of districts 
will supply to their Superintendents of Police copies of all suoh 
licenoes issued by them. The Superintendent of Police will furnish to 
eaoh officer in charge of a police station copies of extractf!, columus 
(1) to (6) (of form E). giving the names, eto., of persons licensed 
within his jurisdiction. 

(12) All lDspections of the shops. premises and stocks of 
licensed manufacturers and vendors by Inspeotors of Police 01' 
superior officers shall be reported to the Magistrate of the difltrict, 
and shall be entered in the registers. 

(13) Registers of licences ~ranted by the Magistrate of the 
d~.triot under rules 29 to 32 of the rules made by the Government 
of Indi .. [present rules, 33, 35,36 and 371 shall be kept up in forma 
S. It L. M, N, and O. respeotively. Similar registers will be kept 
u.p ia English by the Superintendent of Polioe to whom the Mafia. 
tra.te of the di.ttiot will furnish c01>ies of all such licences gt.at ... 
1It him, The SU'penntendiint of Police will supply each oftlotr bt 
~''rCe of a station with a)lextract giving 'he p&l'ts of taob. r~ 
.)rioh OQllCel'n his jurisdictioD. ., 

"Added b,. notu. no. 9911. G. of the Snd January. 1935. 
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(14) In pla.ce of tbe returns prescribed in tbe Punjab Govern­
ment ciroula.r nO. 7·669 dated the 26th April 1867 and no. 12·944 
da.ted the 21st June 1867, the Cbief Commissioner is pleased to 
direct that the forms P and Q appended to these Rules be used. 
Both returns will be prepared for the calendar year and be submitted 
through the Deputy Commissioners to the Inspector General of 
Police. 

Regl.'Jter.'3 to be matntazned by PPl'SOti8 ltcem,ed to keen ill Mlfe custody 
firearllls depuslted by theu' uwners Jur that purpose 

(15) All persons licensed to keep in safe custody firearms 
deposited by their owners for that purpose shall keep up a register 
in Form I appended to these Rules. 

(17) Lead, leaden-bullets and bud-shot - VIde par,\ 17, pago 270. 

FORM A-Slock book-, Ion of -, caale--, reaidr:nt of- Iicenled 
ll) mannf.elute con ... ert, .1011 or keep for lale arml, ammunition or military Itore •. 
(Rule 20 (4), page 271.) 

1 2 

----1--------

Date. PartICul<lr~. 

--- ------._-
Jany.1st. In btorp-

Manufucturod.-

Reoeived-

Jany.2nd DIsposed of­

In store 

J 

Vl ... w 

'" ... tIl (:l ell .... 
0 btl ell ..., btl ..cI eo '" .... 

0:< A 0 

FORM B.-Daily .ale book of--, Ion of--, ca.te--, relident of--, lieenled 
\0 manufacture, convert, lell or keep for lale arm., ammunition or military .tores. 
Rule 20 (4), paae 271,] 

1 i! \ ___ 3 ______ 4 __ 1 5 11 ___ 6 __ _ 

-- Nam~ and 1 Caste and - -----
v ReSidence of Articles Price. S' tu f Daie. father'Sllame profeSSIOn of h pur- 19na ra 0 

of purchaser purchaser. pure aser. chased. purchaser. 

7 

Rs. As. P. 
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FORl( C.-Stock book of--, Ion of--, eatle--, .elident of--, liee" .. d to 
•• 11 and keep for .. Ie arml, ammunition or military Itorel., [Rule 20 (4). pap 271.1 

WIth the following exceptIOn, the precrlbod regIster Is Identical wlth that 
prescribed under Form A ;-

In the case of column 2 of Form C. omit the word "manufactured" which 
appears in column 2 of Form A.- __ _ 

FORM D.-Daily aale book of--. Ion of--, calte--, relident of--, licenaed 
to .ell and keep for sale arml, ammunition and military .tore.. [Rulel 20 (4), 
page 271.) 

Except for thE' headmg the pre~c!1bed regIster IS IdentIcal with that prescnbed 
under Form B. 

FORM E.-Regilter of licence. to manufacture, convert, lell or keep for lale arml, 
ammunition or military .torel other than breech-loading riflel, rifle ammunition or 
military .torel for rifle. in--diltrict. [Rule 20 (11). page 273.] 

2 

c:i 
Z 

3 4 
- -- ----J 

Father'~ 
nallle 

NamE' of Iclnd ca te 
lIconsl'e. dnd re~l-

denr e 
I 

I 

5 I 
- ( 

I 
I 

6 
_ _ J 

7 8 

INSPECTION BY 

Pollee Ofu:::o~ ;elow ~ 
the rank of Inspector. Gazetted :sI 

Pohce ~ 

~ __ ~j ~ _1_£ L -~ __ Officer. ~ 
Form X of 1924 

FORM F. - Regi,ter of licencel to lell and keep for ,ale arm I, ammunition or 
military stores otber than breach loading riflea, rifle ammunition or military ltore. for 
riflel in-[Rule 20 (11), page 273 ] 

WIth the follOWing oxceptlOn ~. the pre,cnb('d regl~ter IS IdentIcal WIth that 
prescnbJd under Form E. 

In column 7 ("mspectlOn by") substitute the followmg;-
(1) In the first sub-column for the headIng "Pobce Officer not below the rank 

of Inspector" 
8ubstitute "Assl~tant ~Superintendent~ or Jn~poctors of Pohco." 

(2) In thf' "econd sub-column f or "Ga..letted Po\tc(' Officers" 
substitute "Magu,tra t e of du.trlct or SllpoTlIltondent of Pohce." 

Form XI of 1924-
FolUl G.-lt.eaitter of licencea to manufacture. convert. tell or keep for lale 

breec"-Ioadina rillea. rifle ammunition Dr military atorea for rifl~1 (Rule 20 (11), 
paae 273.1 

Except for the heading. the pre.cnbed regIster 18 IdentICal wlth that prescribed 
under Form E. 

Form XII of 1924. 
FORM H.-lt.eaUter of licencel to un and keep for .. Ie breech-Ioadln. rifle., rifle 

•• ..mtion or military Itorel for rifle.. Rule 20 (11). pa.e 273.] 
With the following exceptions, the prescribed register IS identical with thai 

proscribed under Form E :-
In column 7 ("Inspection hy") lIubstltute the following:-

(1) In the filet sub-column for the heading "Pollee Officer not below the 
r-ank "C Inspector" substitute "ASSIstant Supermtendents or Inspectors 01' 
of Police." 

(2) In tbe second Bub-column for "Gazetted Police Officer" sJl.bstltute "Magis. 
trate or District of Superintendent of Police." 
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Form XIII of 19". 
;FoaM I.-Repfter .howil'll detaU. of fire-arm. depOIited by OWDera for ... 

keetlln. witb-lIcenHld in fl'o~ XI A of tbe Indian Arm. Rule.. (Rule 20 (11), 
.... 274.) 

¥ , 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

- - .- ------ -.... 
.2- £ Detail AHestatlon of Check note~ 
d .. Name with des- No. \\lth deposit of arms and 

= with par- crlpilOn In col. 4 by the endorsements = III date of the ~ ..... S tll'ulars of fire- hcence of owner In col. 3 by mspectmg 
«I--=- of owner arms the owner . venfied by two offi cers under II:; .... t- of arms. deposl- wltnes'!es in condition 4. of '"' "' ... III ,. 
CI>~ 

... ted. each case. the hcence. I\!I cc 
dl A ~ 

~--.-~--.--~--- - -

Form XIV of 19S4. 

FORM J.-Re,i.ter of li .. .,nCle. fur the pOlle .. ion only of arm. (other than pi.tol. 
aod ravolven), ammunition or military .tore.. [Rule 20 (13). page 274] 

Name, description 
and reSidence of 

licensee and 
agent (If any) 

Number 
lind de~­
crlPtlOn 
of armb 

AMMUNlTlON OR 
MILITARY STORES. Place (WIth Penod for 

descriptIOn where which the 

DescriptIOn QuantIty be kept) II cal. ---1----- artICIt's are to 1 cen e v 1 d 

--------------------------------~--------~-----

Form XV of 1924. 

FOltM K.-Reai.ter of licences for the pOlle .. ion and ute for the purpose of lar,et 
practice of f.rear.,..s and ammuRltion [Rule 20 (13). page 274.] 

Serial no 
of hoenee. 

Name, d('scnptlOn 
and loca hOIJ of 
mess, club or 
al:lSOCla t IOn 

ARMS OR AMMUNITION I 
111A. T LICENSeE IS I 

ENTITLED TO l'OhSICSS 

~csc-ri-Ptl:1l1-Q-uantl; I 
Pldce withm 

willch the 
hrence JB 

valId. 

DatE:' on 
WhlCh the 

licence 
expires. 

- ~---~ ------- -----

Form XVI of 19~4. 

!, FORM L.-Reaiater of Ii.:en.:es to po .. e .. arms or ammunition and to ,0 armed for 
~.- purpoae. of .port. protection or display in the-Dillrict. [Rule 20 (13), page 274.} 

1 II S 4 J __ 5 _____ I 6 7 8 - -- -
Name of ! Father's name 

-
No. and I l $ licence-holder, I ande:~te. Residence. description of 

c! weapons. 
E: II< ~ . 
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Form XVIII of lti., 
FOb M.-Reaiater of licence. to po. tell and go armed with arms and aaura,.tll· 

dINt for tb. purpose of deatroying wild animall which do Injury to human bet ... o.r 
cattle in the-District. [Rule 20 (13), page 274.1 

_5_. I~ _7 II~ ---.;_1 _____ 10 ___ _ 11 

Q) I '" INSPECTION BY MAGISTRATJe 
~ § I ~ OF WEAPON AND LICENCE 

] 1 I~ I ~ ---1--
1
1

1 ----- - --

S I.E t-
O) Q) ~ ~ 
.: § 1l5] ~ ~ ] ]I~:~ $ a ~£~ti: ~ 

~ I ,.; 

lli 
- - - - ---=---~~'---- --'-- ---

Form XIX of 1924. 

FORM N .-Register of Iicencel for the pOI.ellio.n o.f arms and ammunition and for 
going armed for the destructto.n of wild animal. doing injury to crops Dr cattle. 

The precrlbed register IS Identlcul with that prescribed under Form M. [Rule 
20 (J 3), page 274 1 

Form XX of 1924. 

FORM 0 -Register of licences for going armed Dn a journey in or throulh any 
province. [Rule 20 (13), page 275 J 

1 2 I 3 

ARMS OR AMMUNITION 
THAT LICENSEE IS 

ENTITLED TO CARRY. 

4 

RETAINERS (IF ANY) COVERED 
BY THE LI('EN( E 

7 
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FORM P.-Return of lieen~ p'anted under Ad XI of 1-878, in lb. diftrict 01--­
for the year 1.3 . IRul. 20(14) pace 274.] 

1 2 
-- - --

'I) 
0 .. 
0 ..... 
d 

I'; 
I '" iI of Iicenccb. I g 
! Q.)": 

Deta 

.... >. 
0 ... 

I ~ ~ 
I ~] 

- - -- I 
1. In Form VII" f 

ammunition or 
or the transport of arm~, I 
lDlli tery stores. I 
to manufacture, convert, 
or Ball', arms, ammunItion 

2. In Form IX 
sell or koep f 
or military at 
loadmg rltles. 
tary stores for 

ores (nthrr th,U! breech- I 
rifle ammunitioll or mlll-
rIfles.) 
('11 and keep for bale arms I 3. In Form .x. to s 

ammuDltion 0 

than breoch-ln 
nition or mllita 

r military stores (other 
admg rifles, nfle amnlU-
ry stores for rifles .) 

to 4. In Form Xl 
sell or keep 
rifles, rifle a 
stores for rifles 

manufacturo, convert, 
for !-.ule brcech-loadmg 

mmunition or mlht,lfY 

o sell and keep for Eoale 
f1t1es, rifle ammunitlOll 

5. In Form XII t 
broeoh-Ioading 
or military sto res for rifles. 

6. In Form XUI 
holders of hce 
or XII of fire­
owners for safe 

for the POSSOB!>lOll by I 
nCOb in Form IX, X, Xl 

I arms depoblted by their 
keeping. 

or the possession of arms 7. In Form XIV r 
(other than 
ammunition or 

pl~~ols or r~volv ers), I 
milltary stores. 

8. In Form XV fo 
for the purpo 
firo-arms and e 

r th!' PObscssion and use I 
ses of target practice of I 
mmunition. 
for 9. In Form XVI 

and ammuDlti 
for the purpose 
display. 

the possession of arms 
on and for gOtng armed 

of sport, protectIon and 

II for the 10. In Form XVI 
arms and am 
armed for the 
mall! which do 
or cattle. 

pOSbeSSlon of 
munitIOn and for going 
destructIOn of wild ani_ 
injury to human teings 

or the posseRsion of arms 
on ana 

11. In Form XIX f 
and ammuniti 
for the dest 
doing injury to 

for goinS armed 
ruchon of wild animals 

crops or oat tIe. 
or gomg armed on a jour-li. In Fonn XX f 

ney in or throu gh any Provinoe. 

I 
I 

I 

3 I 4 I 5 
r 

6 7 8 
- --
OPERATlON OF ~ ... 

c: 0 
THE YE4R . CIl .... 

>. ., ... ... 'I) • 

~ 
os ::s ~~ 

~ ~~ "" "'.~ 
~ . c:-0 ~~ .... ~ 

~ == 
J' .. '" <Il ,E>- >.8 >. ... 

~ 
.. 

'" 0 .9~ .t:J •• "0 
I:! fIl gj 
'" ~ "'. .. CIl ~f .!:: '" 

",,,, 
~~ 

....~ 

~ ... '" ... e ... CIl 

~ '" 0'" 8~ "'8 '" .:: > c: ~8 e", 
'" ~ ",'I) ::s .... ~O 

~!~-
p::Q. ZO p:: 

- - -- --

I 
I 
I 

I 
I 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I 
, 
I 
I 

I 
, , 
I 

I 
I 

I I 
I 

I 

N. B.-Thi~ return will be prepared for the calendar year and will be submitted 
io the Inspector General of Polioe through ihe Deputy Commissioners. 

• For Ule salte of convenience the form numbers shown in column 1 are t~o~ 
prt9cribed under the rules of 1921. 
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FORK Q. Annual Ilatement of the operation of tbe Arm. Act XI of 1878 In the 
dlatrlct of for the year [Rule 20 (14) page274.] . 

Tbis form is similar to form L of tbe forms attached to Punjab Rules on page 257. 

FORM R. [Rule 20 l7) page 271.) 

Receipt for arms, etc. deposited 
in a Police Station. 

FOIL. B 
FORM R. [Rule 20 (7) paae 271.) 
Receipt to be given to depositor. 

• .COUNTERFOIL. 

POLICE STATION. DISTRICT. 
Under section 14 or 16 of Act XI 

of 1878. 
POLICE STATION 
Sorial No. 
Date 

DISTRICT Arms. ammunition or military stores 
depo~ited in the above Police Station 
under the Indian Arms Act XI of 1878 
Serial No. 
Date 

(---_ ... _--_ .•. _-----
( ------_._-... __ ._---

Nature of arms'l 
~~~~~~i~i~l~rm;; 1__ ____ _______ _ 

ammunition or ---=-------- . . 
military stores, I 8 
and condition I • 
~~iv~d~ i c h re- 1·--------------· 8@ 

~l-=---===-=-=--=-~-::---=-=-=- H 
Name and 

father's name ) ~ 

mili tary stores J 

and l,ondition i 
in w hi (\ h re-I 
ceived. 

l 

N allle and ( 
father's Ilame of i 

depositor. ( 
of depositor. ~ 0 

Residence of depositoL___ ~Ji 
Station Cl~rk. 

I certify that I have re(lcivcd the ~ 
above mentioned articles and have d -
posited them in the Statioll Malkhana . 
(store-room) after having labelled them. ~ 

Statioll Clerk. 
:Note-To be fontal'dt~<l t.o lU'nd-qlllutt~I'8 with 

n. copy o( this entry after st.wen <hJ.yN If .OWIWl' hul'l 
not obtained I:i lIcence Rut.hol'i1.lllK hnn to pm;· 
8tH,. them. Thiy form is to he llH(ltl (01' UI"H1Ii, lUll " 
munition and miJiuuy stOl"t's seizt'rl 1Iuder l'CC" 
tion. 11, 2G anti 26. 

Serial No. 
Dated 

Forms S.-Regiltera of arml confilcated, [Rule 20 (7),lpaae 27 J.J 
---Police Department District. 
---Columnl. Serial No. 

2. Date • 

Serial No. 
Dated 

3. Name of station whence received with station, date and Se-rial No. 
--- 4. Description of arms, ammunition and military stores. 

5. Condition in which reeeived. 
6. How disposed of, under whose orders, and date. 

21. Melllo. no. 813- a., dated the 17th Jan. 1!124, to the Inspeotor 
General of Police and copy to Deputy Comrs. in the N.-W. F. P.-I 
am tf) invite a referenoe. to endorsement no. lOOll-G., dated the 10th 
Novem~r 1923, forwa.rding a copy of memo. no.10006-10.G. dated 
the 10th November 1923, to all Deputy Commi8sionere. the reJevant 
extraot of whioh runs as follows:-

Future ncollltllen.ationi for 'relh licence. should state in eaoh oasethe 
number (if Qov6fnment rifles, issued to the village conoerned,and also the number !)f 
private licenoes for rifles, revolvers and shot-guns held by the vUlagtl. 

3. In order to facilitate the furnishing of the above informatio~ I_to 
sugg&st that, where this ianot already done, a r ...... may ba muatal .... showl.q 
,all subsisting licences not only by police .tatlona but allio by villa.". 



(2)In view of the .\)ove, inltru0tionS m.,. btU.neG fOl',UI4I 
pr"p.lil.l'a.tion at eaoh polioe statioD of a statement,. b;yviHagtl 
'lnltead of as now by police sta.tions. of the' liceDces for.privatt 
firearllls in foroe a.t th~ end of the·yea.r 1923, a.nd for the snpplyof 
'aoopy of this statement to the District Magistrates concerned. . 

21. Memo. no. 1692-960., dated the 7th February 1924.-The 
following instructions a.re issued with regard to the workiDgo! 
proviso (c) to Rule 42 (3) of the Indian Arms Rules, 1924 :- . 

(1) In the first place attention is invited to the requirements of proviso (c) 
whioh runs-"where!l licence i~ renewed by an authority other than the authority 
who granted it, the former shall forthwith inform the latter of the fact of renewal 
~nd the period for which such renewal is valid. 

(2) Under the first part of condition 11 of form XVI the lioensee is obliged to 
report to the authority whioh granted the lioenoe any cban,e in bit pel'll1anent 
re."nce. He is not obliged to report a temporary change of lIesidence, yet under 
the second part of oondition 11, he oan have his lioenoe renewed at any place at 
which he is residing although that residence may be temporary. 

(3) In order that the district regiatera of firearm. in the North-West Frontier 
Provinoe may bl) kept up to date, it will be necessary for the North-West FrontieI 
Province Officer renewing a licenoe granted elsewhere than in his own district to 
enquire whether the licensee has permanently changed hiB residence to the 'district 
of the renewing authority. If the answer is in the affirmative, renewal should be 
withheld pending the sanction of the District Magistrate, as, so far as the renewing 
district is concerned, the renewing is virtually the grant of a new licence, and the 
Ohief Oommisl!ioner has decided that the grunt, as opposed to the renewal, of licences 
shall be solely in the hands of the District Magistrate himself. 

(4) When making the intimation required by proviso (e), the renewing authority 
shall in eaoh case intimate to the authority which granted the licence whether the 
lioensee states that his c:hange of te.ldenc:e is permanent or merely temporary. 

22. Notn. no. 71-0. N./14/U2-24 dated the B31'd May 1924.-Under 
section 35 of the Court Fees Act. 1870 (VII of 1870) as amended by 
the Devolution Act, 1920 (XXXVIJI of 1920), the Ohief Oommissioner 
is plea.sed :-

(1) to remit all fee~ payable uDdor Schedule II of the former Act upon applioations 
in theN.- W. F. Province for the grant or renewal of licences or duplicates under the 
Indian Arms Rules, 1924, in respect of which a feo is payable under the~e rules, and 

(S) to reduce to one anna all fees exceeding one anna payable under the aald 
Sohedule upon other applications relating to licences or duplioates granted 'or 
renewed under the said Rules. 

THE INDIAN ARMS (NORTH.WEST FRONTIER PROVINCE 
(AMENDMEN1') BILL, 1933. . 

A Bill to amend the Indian Arms Act, XI oj 1878, in its application to 
the North- West Front'ier Province. [11th Atty. 1983.} 

Whereas it is expedient to amend the India.n Arms Aot, 1878; 
in its applica.tion to the N orth-West ,Fronlier 
Provinee in the ma.nner hereina.fter a.ppearing; . 

. . Jln( whereas tbe previous sanction of the Governor.General 
hal been obta.ined under Bub·section (3) of Section 80-Aofth. 
ao.er.,.m8ut of India Act to thepa.s·sing of this Act; ,. 

Preamble. 

It i8 hereby enaoted aa follows :- . . ..... ...: .. , 
ShQrt tltle,;ex- '1. (1) Tbts A.ct ma.y be eaUedtbe. f1\~l~ 

ant .and QOlnmence- ·Arms (North-West Frontier Pr.o.Vine •. A ......... · . . ,4' ':'j 
~t. · ment), Aot, 1983. .. . ,: ..~~, 
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(2) It extends to the whole of the N ortn. West Frontier Province. 
(3) It shall come into foroe at .once. 
Amendment of 2 S . 29 f h 

the Indian. Arn.s • ection 0 t e IndIan Arms Act. 
Act, XI of 1878. 1878. is hereby repealed. 

STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS 
In tl:lC case, "The Government AdvocatE' 1J~ -Fa7al Ral11m" (eT Appeal, No 19 of 

193~), the Jud1clal CommissIOners, N ortn WCot FrontlCr l'rovmc(', have bold that the 
preV101,lS sanctIOn of the DistrICt Magl~trate IS nooe%ary under section 29 of thfl 
Indian Arms Act (XI of 1878) for pro~ocutlOn under sectlOll 19 (f) of the baIne Act. 

SectIOn 29 of the Arms Act, V17R, ('nlOll1b thd t the prevIOus sanctIOn of tho 
Dlstrlct Magistrate should be obtained for such prosecutlOlls In dt<.trlCts to whIch 
sectIOn 32 (2) of the Arm" Act, 1860, (Act XXXI of 1860). wa~ not applICable at tho 
date on whICh the Arms Act of 1878, came mto force. 

SectIon 32 (2) of the Arms A(,t of 1860 dCdlq WIth a proclamatlDn or order for 
general dlsarmanent or search for arms 

It IS true that no proclamat1on for such disarmament or search was made under 
the Arms Act of 1860 III the terrltorH'S now formmg the North-We'lt Frontlllr Pro­
vince It IS, therefore, correct that techm0dlly ~pctlOn 29 of the Arms Act, 1878. 
does apply to pro~ecutlOns under se(,tlOll 19 (f) III this Provllle!' But a general 
search for drms wa~ made In the.e terntortl'J III 1900 (nottiicatlOn No 1b35, dated 
the 16th November 1900), and th(' 'a"on d. etre for ~ectlOn 29 has cC'ascd to eXIst 
long ago 

The proxlIlllty of the N orth-We~t Front19r ProYlllce to tho border IS responsible 
for the Import of a large quantity of arm~ dnd ammumtlOIl mto British Territory, 
whICh are used III the comtm~SlOn of Violent crlll1e~ The llumb!'r of prosecutlOIls under 
sechon 19 (f) IB, therefore, very ldrge dnd the technlLahty of obtallllng the pre­
VIOUS sanction under sectlOll 29 hd.S Immenscly lll<>re8bcd the burden of work on the 
District MagIstrates 

The Bill 18 therefore, IIltroduced to amend tho Indian Arms Act,1878, by re­
pealing section 29 of the same Act. 

NORTH·WEST FRONTIER PROVINCE Acr, I OF 1934 [21st MAY ]934). 

The Indian Arma (N - W. F P. Amendment) Act, 1934. 

An Act to am(>nd tlu> Indzan Arms A( t, 1878, zn Its app/teatzon to the 
North- Wl'si Fl0nhel Protnll((!. 

Whereas it is expedIent to a.mend the Indid.n Arms Act. 1878, 
Preamble. in ltS application to the North.West Frontier 

ProvIDce in the manner hereinafter appearing; 
And whereas the prevIous sanction of the Governor.General 

has been obtained under Bub-sectIOn 3 of section 80-A of the Govern­
ment of India Act to the paSSing of this Act; 

It is hereby ena.cted a.s follows :-
Short title, ex. 1. H) This Act may be called be India.n 

tent and commenoe- Arms (North-West Frontier Province Amend-
ment. went) .Act, 1934. 

(2) It utendI to the whole of the North-West Frontier ProvInce. 
(3) It shall come into force at one •. 
Amendmont of ~. Section 29 of the India.n Arms Act. 1878. 

the Indian Arnl8 is hereby repealed. 
Aot, 1878. 



LOOAl; RULES AND OSDESS-DJU,lll, 

LOOAL RULES AND ORDERS-DELHI. 

1. Notn. 110. 890, dated the 18t Feb. 1916, as amended by notn. no. 1973 elated 
tl!.e 15th March 1915.-Under sectIOn 17 (c) of the IndIan Arms Aot, XI of 1878. the 
Ohief CommIssIoner of Dellu has made the followmg addItIons to the rules pubhabed 
with the PunJab Govt. notn. no. 943, dated the 10th July 1907, superlieded by Dotn. 
DO. 8408 dated the 6th March 19i7. 

Add to rule XVIII (4). 

NOTE I, Every second page of regIster forn's B. and D IS perforated for 
extractIon. 

The pages of the regIsters are numbered ~erles of two consecutIve pages 
bearing the same number. the second of which IS perforated for extraction 

When a sale IS completed It IS entered on the first page of the serIes. a slmul­
tall90U9 entry on the second page be10g Necured by means of carbon paper When a 
page has been completed the perforated duphcate should be torn out and forwarded 
to the Supermtendent of Pohce 

II. On receIpt of a record of sale prepared 10 accordance WIth note I the 
Superlntenrifmt of Pohce "hould verIfy by personal 1OvestIgatlOll or by 10qulry from 
Super10tendent of Pohce or Political Agent wlthm whobe charge the purchaser 
reSIdes. whethpr the weapon IS m the possession of the purchaser, and whether he IS 
lawfully entitled to POSSPSS It 

III The pUTchase of arms by reSidents of Nahve Statps should be roported to 
the Personal ASSIstant to the ChlPf CommISSIOner of Delhi by letter on the day on 
whloh the purohase IS made. The lpttflr should state the name and reSIdence of the 
purohaser and the name of the NatIve 8t<lte In whIch he rebldes. 

2. Letter No, 1072, da.ted the 29th Feb. 1924.-The Chief 
CommiSSIOner 1'1 pleased to lav down the followmg standard for the 
reasona.ble a.mount of ammunition which may be possessed by 
persons licensed to pos@ess firearms m the Delhi Plovmce:-

(1) In the case of shot guns of 22 bore or target l'lfles- No hmlt. 
(2) In the case of revolver!> ... 100 rounds. 
(3) In the case of rifles 200 rounds per rifle. 

(3) Any person who can prove that he needs more than 100 
l'ounds for a revolver at' 200 rounds for a rifle may be given a. 
lioenoe for a large number at the discretion of the DIstrict 
Magistrate. 

(2) At the time, of the purchase of revolver and rifle ammuDi~ 
tion the hoenoe should inva.riably be produced. 

For the purpose entries 4 and 5 of the ta.ble subjoined to 
Sohedule l[ of the India.n Arms Rules, leaden bullet. and bird .hot 
in quantities not exceeding one cwt. and sulphur in quantities not 
.x()uding ten seers in the province of Delhi a.re excluded from tihe 
operation of all prohlmtions and directions oonta.ined in the 
Indian Arms Aot, 1878, (natn. no. 702 dated the 5th F~b. 1923.) 

., ReJ(iatratlon of arms byexempted.-Slmllar to PUlllab Rule prescrIbed bt 
l&*~tr nO. 6810 daied 'he 5th March 1923, below para. VUl, 011 page i4.7. Gtlte. 
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Local Rules and Orders.-[Madras.] 

1. ' Upderseotion 16 (4) of the Indian Arms Aot, 1878, all armli, ammunI· 
tion and ruiUtary stores within the Malabar Distriot shall be deposited with 
the Offioer in.oharge of the nearest Police Station and all licences issued for 
the possession or carrying of arms within the Calicut, Erno.d, Walivanad 
and Ponnani taluka8 in the Malabar District are cancelled. [G. 0., No. 260, 
.dated the 30th January 188il, No. 31)5, (I.:~ted the 6th Feb. 1885 and No. 
222, dated the 10th Septembcr 1922. ] 

2. Guns, imported from and exported to the French territories of 
'Pondicherry and Kemikcl, without a licence, are liallle to be detained by the 
Customs Officer and dealt· with Il.ccol'ding to law. All cases of importation of 
arms without a licence when combined wLth smuggling from the French 
territory should be handed Over to the Police Department for necessl1.l'Y 
action uncleI' the Arms Act. Where the case ill one of mere ijUluggling under 
Q valid licence, the officer detceting the casc should submit Q detailed report 
to the Circle Inspector of Customs detailing the fllCts of the elise for 
necessary departmental adjudiclltiolls. 

R. IT ncler rule 22 [1] of the Indian Arms Uulo'l, 1924, a licence is 
required for tl'(/.n8~Ol't within the confines of the Bame distl'ict. No licence is 
however neecRsilry for the relUov:~1 of amDlunition. from oiie magllZine or 
ware house t,o !\l1othcr in t.he s,~mc locality. 

4. The provisions of chapter IV of · the Indian Arms Act, XI of 1878, 
cannot, IlB a matter of courtesy, he enforced to the case of the French 
Militrlry o.nd Police Officers, when p;\!;sing the Tindivanam, Villupura.m, and 
Cuddalol'e taluks of the South Arcot District Gnd the No.nnilam, Negllpo.tam 
and Maya.verol.m Taluka of the Tanjore Districts,nor eustoms duty demanded, 
at the Land Customs stations in respect of arms which snch Officers IiIre ~ntit. 

led to carry in French Territory. 

o. It is necessary that the register of (a.ccounts maintained hy ~ealeJ!80 
in IIorms and ammunition should furnish complete information not only of the 
purchase of any lethal weapon hut also of the identity of the various weapons 
in stock in order thl\t it may be possibl;to trace them in case of theft. They 
have therefore prescribed the form A. 

6. The special stock book for firearms [Form CJ is to be maintained 
in addition to the general stock book except by dealers who k.eep rebate book 
which gives all the information specified in the Form. 

7. Dealers occasionally also receive arms and ammunition from persons . 
, wllo wi,b to effect; their disposal, and it is neoessl\ry that all 'such IIorm8 . aii~ ..• 
. ammunition should be I!oeparately accounted for in an additiQnal regiB~ 
,[ ~n Fonri D ] showing receipts an<l disposal of 8uQh arms ~llQ "n'qlqnitio~ , . 

.. ~ 



8. Dealers in ~mmunition are ~ls() required to ta.ke but licenees undet 
tlle aap\oslvel Act and the conditions of these licenoes require the 
JIlaintellance of stock books Ilnd 8ale books. The Government have prescribej 
f,be forma that should be maintained under the Explosives Act. 1'he forms 
of stock book and sale book arc similar in principle to the forms prescribed 
unclel' the Arms Act, Dealers who hold licences under both the Arms Aot 
and the Explosives Act in respect of thc same kinds of ammunition, or whose 
licences under the Explosives Act have been endorsed to hflve validity under 
the Arms Act, need keep only the stock books P..t'd sale books prescribed under 
the Armlil Aot provided that they ()ontflin columns to exhibit I.\ll the articleil 
which the dealers are lioensed to keep under both Acts. 

Maintenance of Arms Licence Registers and the GraDt and 
Renewal of Licences in Form XVI. 

9. All Distriot Ml.lgistratcs, Taluk Magistrates find Deputy Tahsildars 
IIond Sub-Magistrates in zemindari tracts and Rtlltion house officers will keep 
tn Form A, decennial registers of licences iSbued under the Arms 
Act in Form XVI to persons residi'1g in the !WC[\l:! with whieh they !\re, 
respectively, conoerned, In the office of thE' DistrIct MlIgilStmte fI separate 
register will bc maintained for each talnk or Deputy 'l'ahsildari. In each 
taluk register the entries will be IInnnged by police stations and villages, 
the villilges within the limits of each police st[\tion llemg arranged in alpha­
betical. or other convenient, order. A page or more will be allotted to each 
viilage, as m!ly be found necessary, no vIllagt:: bcing omitted although no 
licensee resides therein. Entries relating to hamlets will be placed under 
the parent villl\ge The page numbers of u\,ch taluk register will be 
oonsf'Qutive throughout the register An index of villages a.rranged in 
alphabetical order will be plt\ced I\t the beginmng of each taluk register. 
The serial number of the hcence WIn be a fraction of which the number 
of the page of the register in which it is registered is the numerlltor and 
the number of the line is the denominator, prectded or followed by a letter 
indica.ting the taluk (e g.¥). The entries 1n the registers maintained in 
lubordinate offices wInch WIll be supplied in the first instanoe from the 
District Magistrate's office, must therefore correspond exactly, page to page, 
and line to line, with the entries in the register maintJ.incd in the District 
'Magistrate's office. The District Magistrate will fix dates between the 1st 
and 15th January for the submission to him of each taluk register in the 
district. Necessary entries will be made in the District M~gi8trate'8 office 
in these taJuk registers relating to all licences renewed or the renewal 
of which has been refused for the year just begun. The taluk register wJ11 
be returned to the Sub-Magistrate with as little delay as practicable. About 
ijl\} 1a~ of the second month of each quarter each station.house Q~ \rllt' 
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take or send his register to the Tl\luk or Deputy Tahslldar's office, d tile 
case may be, have It checked with the register Tllaintained in t~t oifioe, 
and correoted and brought up to date' All officers of the Pohce Depart... 
ment of and above the rank of Inspector, will inspect the polioe station 
register at every inspectIOn of the station and !:lee that It ill properly 
maintained. 

10. At the end of each register maintained in the office of 3 Distriot 
or Taluk M.lgl'3trJote or Deputy TahslldJ.r, and at a polioe statlOn, all 
abstract will be made In Form B shOWing the number Or weapons of each 
kind licensed in the taluk or statIOn. A fresh abstract will be opened at 
the beginning of each year by eountmg the hcences a.lready granted Or' 

renewed for the year by the 1st JJ.I1Uary. Whenever an alteratIOn IS made 
in the body of th(! register, either by reason of the grant of a new lIcence or 
the cancella.tlOn of or refusal to renew an old hrence, a corresponding entry 
will be made In oolllmn I of the abstr,\ct by quotmg the register number 
of the heenc(!, preoed(!d by a + sign In the cal:le of a new hcence and a-sign 
in the case of a cancellation of or refusJ.! to renew a licence; the necessary 
entrieH in columns II, III and IV of the a1str.lct wIll be made whenever it is 
desired to brmg the abstract up to d,\te and whenever a line in column I is 
complete the net total /:,llOuld then be struck m column II of the abstraot. 

11. Application for new licences may be sent to the District Magistra.te 
or to the T[\luk M,tgll:ltr,\te or the Deputy 'rahsild.ar and Sub-Magistra.te 
in Zammd,ul trflcts, or to the Htf\tlOn house ofhcers. ApphcatlOns recelVed 
by the District M.lglstr,\te dlleat WIll he bent to the Talllk Magistrate or 
to the Deputy Tl,hsildar and Suo-MagIstrate In Z(lmmdari tracts for report. 
Taluk M.lgistr.ltes and Sub Maglstr.ltc in Zammdan trl.cts will forward to 
the police for report only the appiJcll<tions whICh they receive direct or 
through their District Maglbtmte, from indiVIduals whose charaoter, status 
or reputatlOn is unknown or doubtful j they Will submIt llll others to the 
District Magistrate direct With their own reports. StatlOn-house officers 
will forwe.rd their reports on l'opplications for new licences to the District 
Magistrate through the Pohce Inspector ond the Tal uk Magistrate or the 
Sub-Magistrate in Zamindan tr-.. cti!. 'I'hc Ta!uk Magistrate or the Sub­
H.,istNte in Zammdcm tracts wlll bee that the correct names of the 
'Vilt.ge, ha.mlet (if neeest!litry) and polIce statlOn within whose limits the 
"iU. is situated are correctly entered in the applIcation before submitting 
A .ith hiB report to the Dlstrict MagIstrate. , 

U. A,pHcation {or renewal otlicellce should be submitted early durUlg . 
~ 11lSt quarter of the year preceding that for which the renewal is deai~ 
as all ~pom! for the possession of which renewed licences hav~ O~ 
\«ltm .eli by the 1st JatlU3TY must be deposited in the police swi~ 1 

" 
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Eaoh applicatIon should be accompanied by the licence and may be sent 

cit,her to the District 'Magistrates direct or to one of the other officers 
mentioned above. Subordinate Magistrr.tes and police officers, who may 
receive such applications, should submit them not once without remflork 

(unless some reason for refusing renewu.l is already known to them) to the 

District Magistrate direct. 

13. District Superintendentt! of Police will is!;ue instructions to their 
Ilubordino.tes to report at once any information which may indi.:ate thllt 

the renewal or any licence is undesirable, About the end of September 
in each year the Superintendent of Police and Ttl,]nk Magistrate!:! and in 
Zamindari tra.cts Deputy 'rllhsildarl-l and Suu-M:\gistrateb will l:ltlpply the 
District MaghMate confidentially with lmy information which would appear 
to render the renewal of any existing licenec mexpedient. 

14. LicenceR will l'e idsu<,;u III printed form in the vel'llllculnl' ur in 
English at the option of the licemlJng oflwcr. If the Dbtrict Magistrate 
grants. reneWB 01' declines to renew:. hcence, he should send the 
licence order to the lIcensee either- (i) through the POKt, service pt,id, 
the nl\ture of the content!> being clearly note(l on the eovcr III the vernacular 
(e.g., "licence for thp possession of n gun"); or (ii) through the Tl.luk 
Milgistrate, or the Deputy T,\hbild:',r find Suh-M,\gi~tmtc in the Zltwin­

dari tracts, or (iii) through the othcel' 1/1 charge of the neal'ebt police 
station. 

15. If the Di8inci Mflgir;tmic, 011 tIn applic[ltion for ,\ new hoencc, 
refuses to grant the lieenee, the order of rcfusal should be forwarded to 
the appJiCl\nt through the Taluk Magibtratc 01' Sub-Magihtl'n.te in Zamindari 
traots for the infornmtlOll of the officer. If the hecn('c ur order sent hy 
post h, returncd through the Dead Lettel' office, It bhould be bent ont for 
delivery to the addrebsee through the local 'r",luk Magistmte 01' Deputy 
Tahsildar and Sub-Magistr<ltc 01' the officer in charge of the nearest police 
t!tation. 

16. A.t the dose ot each month the District Magistrate will forward 
to the Subordinate Magil;tratcs concerned lists of the licences granted. 
renewed, cancelled or the renewal of which he has refused during 
the month in Forllls C and D. Licences renewed for the year following 
that in which the lilStlS in Form C lIore sent need not be shown in the list. 
Licences the renewal of which is refused for the following yeAr should be 
included in the lists in Form D, in 'Order that lIoction may be taken to see 
that the Arm covered by thc licence is not retained illegally by the licensee 
after the ol?se of the year. If a licence is not renewed, the District 
Magistrate will I;tllte in the last column of the list in Furm D, the reason 
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for non-renewal (such as the death of the licensee, the transfer of the 
weapon by sale, gift or otherwise) and should see that the weapon ill not 
retained by a.ny person who is neither exempted from the operation of the 
Indian Arms A.et ltl respect of snch we:.\pon nor licensed to possess it. 

17. Not liloter than the 15th January of each year the District Magistrate 
will forwp,rd to the Superintendent of Police (m Form E) lists of licensees 
who have not applied before the I st January for the renewal of their licences 
with the requebt that he will ascertain and report the causes of the 

omission, whether the arms lhwe been depo~lted in the police stllotion, 
Itnd whether Ii\ probt'cution has been lI1stitutld in e,"ch case in which the 
arms were not duly deposited in the police st.\tlOl1, a bcpArate lillt will be 
sent for the Village 111 el~(h pohce bt..\tlOn. The hBt t;,hould be returned 

to the Di~trlCt MagHMate's office nut later than the 15th March by the 
District Superintenuent of Pollee With 1m, leport .md recommendation whe­
ther the umenewtd licence bhol1ld he rent-wed or not. 

18. Whcn the Taluk registers [\tc bllbullttcd to the DI~trict ~bgibtrlJ.te 
the DIstliet M.~~istrate wIll h.lYe them compared With the register lDllin· 
tamcd m hll:l office, so far as the entlies relating to the prcvlOus ye~r are 
concerned, and corrected, If necess.lry, before the abstracts In the register~ 
maintmned by buhordl11ate offIcers arc COlJlPlll cd With the abstract of the 
register mamtamed III the Di&trlCt Mllgistr .. te'tl offiGc, the figures in the 
latter should be venfied by LOunting the outst.mding entnes in the body 
of the regi:;ter. The District Ma.gistrate will Include in his annual report 
urief remarks regarding the mall1temmce of thcse registers throughout his 
distrICt. For thh, pnrpo'Sc the District Superintendent of Police will 
report anmMlly, not jp,tcr thlln the 1st February, to the District Magistral e 

uf the mall1tenrmec of the register by !:!tation house officer during the 
previous year. 

19. In the absenGe of any special reason to the contrary, lioensing 
authorities have been authorised to IJ.dopt the following scales III the matter of 

fixing the maximum qUllntIties of fl.mmunibon that can be pOI:lsessed at I4ny 
one time by the liecnsse. 

Shot guns or '22 bore or target ri{les No limit. 
Revolvers aDd Pistols roo rounds each. 
Rilles ::100 " .. 

If any person prov',-s that he needs more thr,n 100 rounds for revolvers 01' 

200 rounds for rifles he should be given a licence for a larger number. 

20. The quantity of shot that may be possessed by licensee need not be 
entered in the lioence as, birdshot when possessed in quantities .not exceeding 
1 cwt at My one time, is exempt from the operl\tion of the Indian ArnIe 
Aot, 1878. 



21. The following instruetlonsare issued for tile guidacceot 
District Magistrates and the Commissioner of I'olice in regt-rd to the 
reltstratioDot retaioer. in form!! XVI and XX of the licence forms in 
Schedule VIII of the Indian Arms Rules, 1924. These restrictions should be 
striotly observed :-

(i) Retainers should be permitted only to those persons whose standing or 
tances &re such that they may reasonably require retainers or serYauts to carry 
in the ordinary course of duty. 

cireums.­
weapons 

., 
(ii) All applications for the inclusion of retainers must be dealt with by the 

District Magistrate or the Commissioner of Police in person. 

(iii) 1'\10 chang~ should be made in the narr.es of retainers entered in a licence 
except under the signature of the District Magistrate or the Commissioner of Police who 
granted the licence or his successor in office, 

(iv) When retainers are licensed the fart should be clearly stated In the columns 
of tile licence forms. 

22. RULllI<I UNDER SKcT[ON 16 OF THE hUllAN AUMs ACT XI OF 1878, 
AS AM ENDED llY ACT XX 01·' 1 \) 19. 

(MADRAS G. O. NO. 1823, JlATIm THE ~8TII .rULY 1920.) 

I . (I) Arms, ammunition and military stores deposited at fOlice stations under 
IleCtion 16 (t) of the Act, shall. if not returned or otherwise disposed 0 within one month 
from the date of their depo<i t, be removed to and lodged at the head-quarters police 
.tores of the district. 

11. With reference to paragraph 3 of G. O. No. 626, Judicial, dated 2znd April 
J~IO, no sepuate register in the form prescribed therein need be maintain~d by dealers 
ebowing receipts and disposal; of arms and ammunition occasionally received from 
persons who wish to effect their disposal. The registers which the dealers are required 
til maintain under rule I of the rules appended to this order may be utilized for the 
purpose. 

3 The District Magi.trates and the Commissioner of Police, Madras. will furnish 
tbe dealer. in arms and ammunition, if aoy, in their respective jurisdictions, with copy 
of the Tules appended to this order and of the insttuction contained in paragrapb 2 
.Jtove. 

Notification. 
(I) Every licensed dealer with whom any arms ammunition or military stor~1 

ban belltl depGllitetl sha1l give to the depositor a receipt and shaIl enter the neceS6ary 
pArticlllt.r' in a register to be maintained by the dealer in the app8IIded fnrm.-

-Fonn 
Receipts. 

\. Date of receipt. 
2. Sender .. Dame and adfres. in full. 
3. Particwiars of sender's exemption 

or li.c;ence. 
4. Description of arms with maker's 

!lame and number, if any 
S. Deacription fond quantity of am· 

munition and military stores, 

Disposal . 

6. How disposed of-whether by 
sale, return or other disposal. 

7. In case of sale or ottler ~_ 
purchaser's or transferee's ' nane 
and .address ill full and parti­
culars of his licence. . 

.II. In case of fttum . of tMweapori!. 
date of return and namena 
address of penronto ·wboatl.lii!tlt. , 

9 · Date when due for forfeitllie.; " ..... . 
10. Remarks. . . . 
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(.) The IUleosed /lAier shall farDish the Corumissiooer of Pollee or 'he J)iltrict 
hlqistrate with an extract of the Register on the day on which each deposit. retvrn. _ 
or other disposal takes place. The officer receiving the: extract shall depute an tflioer to 
check the extract with the dealer's register and initial each entry •. 

(3) The stock on hand with the licensed dealer together with the arms. ammuni­
tion or mihtary stores deposited with him under section 16 (I) of the Act shall not exceed 
the quantity which he is licen~ed to possess. 

(4) Subject to the provision of rule (6). any arms. ammunitlon o(military stores 
which are not returned or disposed of under section .6 (2) of the Act shall, after the e~pira. 
tion of three years from the date of their deposit, be forfeited to His Majesty. 

(5) Licensed dealers shall submit at the end of each quarter, viz, 31St March, 30th 
June, 30th September, and 31st December, to the CommlsslOner of Police in the city Gf 
Madras and elsewhere to the Dlstnct Magistrate, a statement showing the arms, ammuni­
tion or military stores that have become liable to forfeiture under rule (4). 

(6) Arms, ammunltton or mllttary stores deposited by II. guardian on behalf of a 
minor may be left iu deposIt until the expIration of one year from the date of such minor 
attaining majority when, 1£ the person entitled to receive them back or dispose of them 
as required by sectton 16 (a) of the Act has not taken the required action, they shall be 
forfeited to His Maje&ty. 

23 .. HeglHter for licence III forms XIV and XVIII may be mp,intained 
in the appended fOlllH A-I and A-2. The forms will not be standardised 
and may be altered to suit local lcquirements. If District Magistrates 
find It conveJ1lent in dlstrietlS where licences in thebe forms are few to 
enter them l/l the exu.tlllg relP~tel' A or in rcglster A·a appended, this 
Dl<\y Le done. For IICcnces l/l form XIX to whieh the, Government 

Qtt.1ch growing importance a sepcmte register In form A:J should be 

opened. 

24. Powers and duties of police officers under the Arms Act ;-

(I) To arrest any person found carrylog or conveying any arms, arumunitiQD 
or mihtary stores, whether covered by a licence or not, in such mahnet or under luch 
circumstances, as to afford just grounds of suspicion that the same are being carried by 
him with intent to use them, or that the same may be used for any unlawful purpose;-

(a) to take such arms, ammunition or military stores from him; 
(3) to take without unoecessary delay Euch penoo's Ilrms, ammunition and milltlU)' 

stOl'eI before a magistrate (section 12) ; 

(4) to disarm any person going armed without a licence or in conuaventiol\ 
of the terml of a licence (section 13). 

no last umed person commits an oifeDce_ under section 19 (e) wbich it 
oO~le. He may therefare. be arrested, but fbi'! Ihnuld not ordinarily be cl~' 
uuleu the circumstances tequire it. The case will be roported to the IUfilate ~ , 
p.rit~ and a prooell obtatncd, ' . 
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25. (1) The offences detailed in sections 19 and 20 are cogniuble. 
-(2) The District Magistrate's sanction is requisite to ,. prosecution under 
flection 19 (f), (section 29).-(3) Under section 28 all persons are bound to 
give information of offences under the Act, which comes to their knowledge. 

26. Persons (whether licensed or not) are forbidden to go armed to 
fairs, religious processions or other p~lblic aSflemblies, unless specially 
Mthorised by the officers grnnting the licence. 

27. Under section 22 of the Act licensed dealers in arms and ammunition 
are bound to ntlcertain that the persons to whom they sell arms, ammunition 
or military stores :1.re Icg:111y authorised to possess the Si1ome. Any tenden('y on 
the part of dealers to evade thiH ollligation should be (·hecked by the police 
by their confltant strict snperdbion over the tmde in arms and a.mmunition. 
The police shtmld also exercise ('onstant vi~ilant superyi~ion over the 
registers ml\intained by Jicenbrcl ucalers in order to ensure that arms find 
ammUnitIOn are not sold to persons otlier than those legally authorised to 
possess the sa.me. If on inspection, they find that arms and ammnnition 
l,\1'e supplied to persons whose exemption seems to be doubtful they should 
take steps to ascertain whether such persons arc really exempt from the 
provisions of the Arms Al't, and if nOL, to repOl t the matter to the District 
Magistrate. In doubtful cases of sale'! to persons !laid to posbesb licences 
under the Arms Act, a reference to registers maintained in policc station will 
show whether the purchasers are bona-fia" or not. 

28. (I) A registcr of licences gl'!lnted under the Arms Act, shall be 
maintained in every station. Rules for its maintenance and the grant 
!\nd renewal of licences are given in l)ara. 9. Thif> register will be supplied 
by District Mltgistrate. 

(2) The f:!tation licence register shall be takcn to the tal uk or Deputy 
Tahsildars office a.hout the 15th of every month for check with the register 
maintained lmel initialled by the Taluk clerk who keep!:> the register. 

29. The agency for conducting the sJole of anns and ammunition taken 
over under the provisions of section 88 of the SCI!. Customs Act or confiscated 
under section 167 of that Aut is the Customs authority. All arms, antmuni­
tion or military stores which may be forfeited under any other legal 
enactment should be forwarded in the Presidency town to the Commissioner 
of Polioe and in the m Ilf&!ulil to the M,~gistrate of the distriot· for 
aisposal in aooordance with the rules presoribed in that behalf. Such of these 
arms as ~re intended for destruction locally will be forwarded to the 
District Polioe Head·Quarter office for delltruction by the Police Armourer 
or the Sergeant Major in charge of the Armed Reserve, who should certify 
to the Magistrate that the Arms have been properly broken up. 

~a~ Notification.-Under the Rule 43, Buh-rule (2) of the Ind~~ Arm~' 
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RI1'lee;192() [c.f. present rule 48(2)J the following.prouedure sh~ll;be aQo!'ted 
jn respect of liceMesto be issued under thc Indian Arms Act, 1878 ;:-:.,j,,;ei.'l 

Applioation for licences or duplicates thereof may be made ,on pla~rt 
paper or on impressed stamps. In the' former case the applicants sha.ll 
supply impressed stamps of the value equal to the a.mount of fee leviil.'ble; 
in respect of sl1ch· licences or -duplictites. In the latter cn.se -the" b.llan:ce 
of the fee leviable after deducting-from the Hcence fee the vBiue of thd 
sta.mpon which the application is ma.de, sha.1l be made' good by nan-judicial 
stamps to be supplied by the applicant. The stamped paper so prefixed 
to the npplieatio!ls need !lot oontain <\nything lmt the signature of the 
applioant, 

All applications should be in the I\nncxcd form. * ApplicJ.tion forms pri~te& 
on pla.in plper may be obta.ined from the Oommissioner of Police in the 
Madras City and District Magistrates in th e muffnssil. 

• {Application for new gun licence.} 
renewal of 

r. Is the application for a fresh licence or for renewal of old licence? 
2. Name (If the applicant with father's name in full. 
3. Residence. - Village, Tahlk and Police station. 
4, Occupation. 
$. Description of arms or ammunition required to be possessed. 
6. Purpose-

(a) Is it for protection? (6) Is it for possession only? (el Isit for sport 
7. Area, within which applicant wishes to go armed. 
S. If retainers are required-

(4) Their number, (6) their names, (e) their addresse~, .. 
9, II the licence raqllired for an old weapon now in deposit, or for a fresh weapQ[J 

to be purchased J ' " 

10. Whether applicant had applied for a licence at any tilDe before, and if so wU~ 
what resul t ? 

Date. Signature of ApptiCl/,nt. 
(G,O no. 644 Judicial dated the :alSt September 19:11.) 

31. As some doubt seems to exist whether applications for licen.cel3 
under the Indian Arms Act mOlY still be sent through officers in chat:'g~ of 
police stations, the Government desire to exphlin tho.tthe exeou~ive in~tiU:o~ 
tiona which empower Police St,\tion House officers to receive IIopplicatioris '.fo~ 
arms licences have not be cancelled by the issue or the Arms" Act Rulei Q( 
1920. It is not compulsory that applications shQuld be sent ·t~~~i4 
Pffloers in chllorge of police statiorl8, nor is it incumbent. on Di8~rict M~gi';' 
ttlltesto consult the polioe before granting or refus~ng a ,lice!.lce."Theri 
"is however n~ objection to the "aending of an appliclition throughth~o.ifiCe.~ 
in cp.a,r,2e of. lit polioe s1;atio,n. ,(Mn.dras No. 2~8 J., dl\too 11 tp ~1lne 'l,921j .. 

'37 ' 
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a,. Section US of the Arma Act has been extended to the II .. ...., 
..u.trlct, It is therefore hereby notified, that within the limits of the Aid 
district, no person who ia not speoified or described in. Schedule I of 
the Indian ,Arms Rules, 1924, as exempted shall, from the date of 
tht8 notiftoation have in his possession any arms of a.ny description except 
under a licence and in the manner and to the extent permitted by it. 
(Notn. no. 222 dllted the 14th Sept. 1922). 

38. Under the proviso in column 3 against entry 1 of Schedule II all 
prohibitions a.nd directions cont8ined in sections /) and 6 of the Indian 
Arms Act, 1878, lire retained in respect of the manufacture, conversion or 
selling or keeping, offering or expossmg for sale of bayonets, aword. 
IQd da,rers and also in respect of the Import, export and transport of 
bayonets, awords and daggers, except under a lIcence and In the manner and 
to the extent permitted thereby throughout the Presidency of Madras. 
(Notn. 110. 281 dated the 1st Deer. 1922 and notn. no. 73 dated the 22nd 
March 1923). 

'34. It has been brought to the notice of Government that instances 
are becoming common in which persons leaving the country depOSIt 
their fire.lrms With frIends or othf'rs Without !l.scertalOlIlg whether the per­
lions with whom they depOSIt the arms possess the necessary licences or not 
and without intimating the f.let of such transfer of arms to the licensing 
authorities. It is also reported thflt weapons RQ depof>lted are not in~ 

frequently used by persons who have no licence to use them. To depollit 
arms, e,<cept in the manner preSCribed under the Arms Act, constitutes an 
offence punishable under the Act The Government, therefore, desire to 
warn all he en sees and the general publIc !l.g'ainst such violation of the 
provisions of the Arms Act and Rules. The proper procedure to be followed 
in such cases is for the licensee to deposit hIS weapons for safe oustody 
in a police st~tion or With 0. licensed dealer, i e. the llOlder of a licence in 
Form JX, Form X, Form XI or Form XlI of the rules. In the latter case 
Q licence in form XUI, which is Issued free of fee, should be obtained by 
the licensed-dealer for the possession of such arms. A licensee may also 
at his option leave hia weapon!!, other than pistols and revolvers. with a 
private penon, provided that a licence 10 Form XIV. which is &.lso iBSUed free 
of fee, is obtained in the name of such person. In the case of revolvers 
and pistols, however, 1\ fresh \icenct: ill Form XVI, should (on ptLyment <:4 
the prescribed fee) be obtained by the person in whose custody they ate left, 
'the Government trust that the procedure described above will be a~ ~ 
followed i& future by aU licensees. (G. O. no. 49 dated the _fl, 
Jany. 1916). " 

~, It will be neeesaaq in future to obtaIn licenc. f~ ~ ,~,,~ 
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Govexnment to re-import rifles of 'SOS and '41>0 borel! and piatols and 
revolve\'1 of '441, '465 and intermedia.te bores; but it will be left to the 
Otl.wms authorities to give the neoessary permission to reimport lIucb 
W'eapons when the required conditions are satisfied. The re-importation of 
lI~oh weapons will be permitted only 011 the conditions speoified j vide note 
M. (10) to Rule 7 on page 74). (0 O. no 658 dated the 2nd Nov. 1926) 

86. The weapon known all j 'Zipo" or "Life Preserver" ill l5ubjoot to 
all prohibitions and dlrections contained m the Arms Act. G. O. no. 003, 
dated the 9th Aug. 1930 and note ( 8 ) to sec. 4, page 26). 

37. Under Section 13 of the Indian Arms Act 1878, ail forest offioers of 
and above the rank of rangers 111 the Madras PreSidency are empowered to 
disarm any person gOll1~ armed without a. hoence or in contravention of the 
prov~sion8 of his licence. (0. 0 no. 1554 d"ted the 5th Deer. 1932). 

38. The District Magistrates and the Commissioner of Polioe, MAdraa, 
should maintain a. regll:lter or fire-Jorms in the possession of perljons resident} 
within then JurisdlCtlOn who a.re exempted under Schedule I to the Indian 
Arm!! Rules, 1924 (other than those included ill entry (1) (b), or (2) 
or (6) (e) thereof). They therefore direct that the following notifiOl~tiont 

to these proceedll1gs be published 111 the I!'ort St. George Gallette. 
( G. O. No. 159 Publie (Police) d .. ted the 29th Molr. 1933) 

·NOTIFICA TION .-In exercise of the powetl conferred by clause (b) of the 
ptovi~o to subrule (I) of rule 3 of the Indian Arms Rules, 1924, the Governor in Council i, 
hereby plea,ed to dIrect that every person reSident in the Presidenoy of Madras who is 
eltempted under Schedule I to the said rules, other than the perlonl included In eDtry 
(t) (b), entry (2) or entry (6) (e) of the said Schedule, shaH register the flre •• rm. in his 
possessior. in respect of wh ch he is exeUlpted from the operation of any provision .f the 
Indian Arms Act, 1878 (Xl of 1878), 10 the maDDer prescribed in the lollowiDI rut. J-

r. For the purpose or these rules-

(i) 'registering authonty' shall mean the Commissioner of Police in the Pretidtrlcy 
town ot Madras and the District Magistrate elsewhere J and 

(ii) 'exempted person' shall mean • perIOD ezempted UDder 5th,dlll" t to the kldiall 
Arms Rules 1934, other than the perions included in entry (I) (b). eotry <I) Gr .try (6) (e) 
oJ "-t Schedule. 

II. <a> The registering authority shalt send to every erempted penon residing 
within his jurisdiction two copies of the form appended to these 1'111.. I 

(b) The exempted pe"on shall Within one month of the receipt by him of luch f~ 
in them cO'trectly and retuco them to the registering authority for registration. 

(c) The registeriag authority shall on receipt of thll fotmt duly fUIeG til ,eql.r that 
they «.ftImtDtica1. assign tlaem a nllmber, and &tamp aad COtolDHrqn. t~ •. _lt. 'IbalI 
..til one of the forms tor his recl)ld and return the other to the exempted pedOn to .. 
Jrept by Jaba. 

I 

, " ~) Tbe forll'1$ retainel by the re,meriAg authority .haU be tiMet toe-a. ...... : 
~a.MiUeud. 



~. talOn or before the 7th of January every year, the registering authority shall 
call fot a report in writing from every e"ernpted person residIDg within his jurisdiction 
feg-aJding any changes in the descnptlon and numbpr of the flre·arms in bis possession 
whICh have taken place- since the submission by him of the forms under sub-rule (b) of 
rule :z Qf the last report UDder thIs rule, as the case may be. 

(b) The exempted perl on shall ~ubmit a report accordingly before the end of the 
month and ID case there IS any change In the description or number of the fire arms in 
his pos.esslon, he 'IT!a11 submit with hlb report the form kept by him after making the 
peeessary entrrltS or cotrechons therein. 

(e) The reglstenng authOrity shall, on receipt· of the report and the fonn, make 
the l,1ecessary entnes or corrections ID the form retained by him for his record and shall 
return to the exempted person the form submitted With his report after attesting the 
new entries and corrections therein. 

4. 1!:very exempted person shan report any permanent change of residence to the 
registenng authonty Within who!e Jurisdiction hiS new place of reSidence is situated. 

S When ali exempted person ha .. changed hiS permanent reSidence from the 
jurisdiction of one reglstenng authonty to that of another. the latter authonty sha.ll 
obtain from the former the enquiry form and subsequent reports If any, submitted by the 
exempted person 

Provided that In the clIse of an exempted person arrlvmg from out.,lde the Presidency 
of Madra', the reglStenng lIuthonty shall proceed In the manner laId down m rule 2. 

6. No fee shall be payable for the registration of hre-arms under these rules_ 

Statement of flre-arms 10 the possession of persons exempted under Schedule 
J to th~ Indian Arms Rules, 1924 (other than persons lDeluded In entry (I) 
{h), entry (2) or entry (6) (e) of that Schedule), lD respect of which he 
IS exempted from the operation of any prOVISion of the IndIan Arms, 
Act lB7B. 

r. Nam~ of person exempted and address. 
~- Claas undc;r which exempted. 
3. Pellcriptlon of fire arms exempted. 
(a) Serial number of fife arms. 

(bl Whether a nfleJ pIstol, revolver or gUiI 

(c) Descnption and bore With maker's name and number and other marks stating 
the part of the weapon on whIch they are stamped. 

(d) Whether muzzle 10adlUg or breech loading. 
(e) Wbether single or double ban·dled. 
(f) Whether single shot or magazlDe and capacity of magazine. (If a revolver, 

numbef of chambers for c .. rtndges.) 
(g) Whether with the e\emptee or hiS retlllDer. 
.. S~Qature of person exemptl)d. 

5' Remarks 
ft. Countetalgoature of the registering authority. 
, 'Stamp of the office of the registering authority. 

Date 

Date 
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FORM A. (Madras Rules sand 9). 

STOCK BOOK of , son of resident of , licenced to manufacture, 

c:i 
.~ 
" <'Il .. 
'" ~ 

'0 
II) 

~ 
A 

cOl1Vert, sell or keep arms, ammunition or military stores according to licence 

No of 19 
IX l 

, in Form x~ \ of the rules 

XII. 

untler the Inaian Arms 

Act, 1878, and licence, No. of , in Form ~ 01 the rule under 

the Indian Explosives Act, 188+. 

~ 
51 . ~ 
'" § 
U) 

Q. 

'" u 
~ 

'0 
el 
" '"3 
.~ ... 

<'Il 
Q. 

2 

DESCRIPTION. 

FlRh·ARMS • 
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01 HER WEAPONS, 
IM'LEMENf~, Rfe. 

- ------------........,--
MILITARY STORES I AMMUNlllO". 
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Non.-(Q} C~"",,, 2 should sh(JW Ii) balance in ~ock, (ii) fresh receipt. whh i 

descriptive details, such 8S, the lIame and addreqR of the firm supplying them apd (.iit). 
day', total issuing according to sale book ' 

(6) Colu",,,s 3 to 30-If any dealer has not a licence for any of the clltl6e' ef, 
arm!" dc., Ipecitied, the unnecessary cohlmns may be omitted. If on the other htmdL.be 
..., .. Ut:ence for any other defined species, an appropriate column should be added.lhe 
~eal.r·s licence should be kept ill the stOCK book for purposes of refertl'l~. 
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FoltY B, (Madras Rule 10) 

DAILY sale and i5sue boole of son of • resident of licensed . to 
manllfacture, convert, sell or keep arms ammunition or militll.ry 6tores according-

.. I""'~ No. or '9 • i. F 0= ~ f of th. ruin ~d" th. l.di .. 

Arms Act, 1878,and licence No. in Form A of the . B rules ucder the 

Indian Explosives Act, 1884. 

DESCRIPTIO:-;i, 

'" DESCRIPTION. 1l'T;l- .~ 
~ ~ ~ ~ ------------------- --- ---------;.1:-'-· - -- ] S g ~ 

Ammunition . I Itary :;:.:; _~ ~ 
Stores, '" v>-
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.::: :J 0 ..,,, ·C ~ 'c" ~ I.::: til ~ \' i !i ..r:: 0. ... 2 '0 
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-~I.o :il j 122 23 24 J:~2(5 ~7 )28 29i3±' 33 %4) 35) 36 37 3 
NOTB.-(I) DetaJIs of issues to manufactory for loading, etc" should be entered in. the. 

apPCOpriate column . . . . 
. . (2) Col"",. :a-Father', name-need not be entered, if purchaser', ptofCllliOll and 

zed4ence are sufficieat for identification. Column 3 should always be filled uf .' 
. (3) C"lu",,, 5 to 35-1f any dealer has not a licence for any 0 the cl ... ·<lf 
anbS, etc" apecilied. the necessary colamns may be omitted. If on the other hand,he .b. 
aUdII(:e for any other det\ned !I~es, an appropriate co\Utnll should be ai3ded, . . ::: ' :'. 
. . . . M Col_II-36 - U the plU'Chase has ~n made by poIloe ~elqr... 1Ii.1I ,fac:t 
.bob1d ~ aoted in the columD. : .. . 
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FORM C. (Madras Rules 6 and 16 ) 

StockboOk of firearms in possession of-, son of-. reaident oE-. lleel1McI to 
mlaulaetute. convert. sell or keep arms under licence no.-of 19 • In FOlm 110.--01" 
the Rules under the Indian Arms Act, 1878. 

Date 
of 

receipt. 

Descrip_ 
tion of Maker's 
arms. name. 

Number 
of 
arm. 

Mode of acquisition. If by I 
sea· vessel by which impol ted Date 

with date of arrival. 1£ I of RIIMAIKS. 
supplied by a firm in India, I sale. 
name and address "f dealer. 1. ______ _ 

__ 1_-.:.. __ 2,_1 __ 3 _ _ t ___ 4 __ . __ . _______ 5 _____ ....:...1 _6--,-__ 7 __ 

FOR~1 D,-(MadrasIRule 7 and 16). 

Register of-, son of -, resident of-, showing stock and dlspoul of arms and 
ammuoltlon received for sale on commIssion. 

___ R_ECEIPT~ _ : ___ 1 

) I, 
I 

Particu· i Maker's Descrip-
., ::: 1 f.... tl' on and a ars 0 , 0 name 

.- ~.E sender's I _ and quanti: y .; 
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"".... licence. ~ ';: ~ I \veapon . tion. .£ 
~ -g:g 'I li., i <11 

<11 '" os '" i:: I ,I '" 

DISPOSALS. 

Purcha· 
ser's 

name 
and 

address in 
full. 

Signature of pur. 
chaser and 

dealer, and if 
purchaser is 

licensed, number. 
date 

and form of 
licence. 

Q I Ul 1 0 ..... 

-;· I-- --~--I - ~~---~=i. __ 5 _I_._ .. __ ~ ___ -·d __ ~ _._J __ . - ·--;---I~ 

Register 
number 

FOKM A-(Madras Rule 23) Village.-

Name. 0 order refudng renewal of licence for .., 
___ , .§ the year :-

C. 
·c 

- Date ot renewal, grant, cancellation

j 

or '''', '''r' ~li-" i· .• :"," 

P ... !i '" 0 If:~ age number 0 ..; ~ 8 i Q 
Lin.e _. ~." '; ~;IQ 

e..: ~ ... CI vi ... I 
~1 -~ I ~ i! ~ . . 11~; 
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, , .:.-.-~...:...- ,' i'i.' 
·,.,OTI'-ooIo column 5 . R.~Ritie. G ... Smooth·bore gull. M-Magufoe, ~, ;:~:" 

;)Ou~II!~lIed. S. 8.Slngle-bar(eJled, B. L. -Br~h.loading.· M. , L, "!'~ 
~~"'-. percussion cap. Ma. L.aMateb-lock, F. L .aFlIDt·loclc. Ro.-~vol~/P.~ 
?~li tJ. - Bayonet. S, - $"0"', 0 - Da"er. , , ', .,:L, 
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-rioOAL RULI!S AND ORDERI-MADR,S 

FORM B. (Madras Rule 10) 

Abatract of the number ofweapon8 of the several kinda. 
Non. - D. B - Double barrelled, S. B - SlDgle·barrelled; B. L - Bleeph·loadtng I 

1IJ. L . .,. ~h.lzde·IOI\ding percusslon,cap. 

I . -----
II III 

GRANTED. GRANTED. 

FORM C [Madras Rule (6) 

Proceedings of the District Magistrate of-

4ated No of 19 . 

IV 

The DIstrict MagIstrate of has heen pleased to grant licences for 
the year It) - 19 und<'r the IndIan Arms Act to the followtng individuals 

Taluk esidmg In the of for the weapons specified against 
Deputy I ahslldar 

their names. 

2. The Taluk Magistrate of 
Sub· 

is requested to cause the ne~ 

entries to be made in thIs copy of the register of licence~ under the Indian Arma Act. n. 
number and date of thIs order should also be entered m red 10k m the appropriate columQ 
under the head 109 "Date of renewal grant, cancellatIOn or order refu.lOg renewa!." 

Page I Lme 
I VIlla".. I LICE'nsee's FAther's Nature 

Number of Police 
I and of the "tahon and Dumber number 

hamlet I name name. armR. arms. 'ucie 1-3-I I 3 .. 5 (j 1 8 
. 
-

NOTB. - (I) The entrl·~ m c/)hlrnn, 3. 4 5 6, and 7 ab lve ~houlrl hI' ne.tly ('''p'~d 
in the appropriate column of the licence Register on the page specllted In column I and io­
the line noted In aoluwn z. 

Cal In column 6, R.-Rifle, G.-Smooth·bore gun, M.-Mapzine, D. B -n()!ab~ 
barteUed, S. B.-Single barrelled, B. L.-breech-loading, M. L.-Muz~leadiag ~ 
~. w.. L·-Match·Lock, F. L.-Fiint-lock, Re.-Revolvu, P.-PiatoJ, B ... ·~tk1 
I-"'Swo~, D.-Dagger. . 

;zI5, i 



elatea 

LOCAL RULES AN]) O~OERS-MADRAS 

FORM n. [Madras Rul~ 7]' 

Proceedings of the Diatriot Magistrate 01-
No of 19 

The District Magistrate of 
the year 19 - 19 ,the hcencei 

hu cancelled Or refused -to renew for 

issued under the Indian Arms Act to the following 

individuals residmg in the Taluk of 
Deputy Tahsildan 

for the weapons 

specified against their name 

Th Taluk 
2. e ~ Magistrate of is requested to cause the wont 

.Icancelled" to be neatly wCltten in red Ink IU the register of hcenceq issued in form XVI 
agamst each hcence mentIoned below Immediately after the last "Renewal" entry. The entry 
in the "Remarks' column below should also Le noted after the word "cancelled" with the 

number and date of this proceedmg. A red Ink hne should al~o be drawn through the 
entries m the regl~ler relallng to the hcence, 

I 
Palte Line I 

no. no. 

Village 
and 

Hamlet 

Father's 
name 

--I - --2-1--3-- ---4-- --5--1 

Nature 
of 

the arm 

6 

Nllmber 
0' arms 

7 
~- - - ---- -..-- - - - --

Pohce 
Station 

and 
Circle. 

Remarks 
(Heason for 

cancella tlon 
and disposal 
of weapons) 

---------
9 9 

• E G.-"Cancelled-Dled L C, DI~, No 1.0904', ""ancelled-weapon sold L C. 
Dis No :1'1904", "Cancelled unren~wed, L C DIS No 3-1,04", etc, etc 

NOTE -In column 6, R.-Rlfle G -Smooth-bore gun M - '\1a!(azme, DB-Double 
barrelled, S B.-Smgle.barrelled, B L -Breech·loaumg M. L, - Muzzle-Ioadmg per­
cuSS\on cap, M. L. - Match lock, I. L.- Flint lock, Re -Hevolver, P - Pistol, B.­
tla1onet, S -Sword, D.-Dagger 



~.J. RUtBS AND ORDBRS .... ADltA$ 

Lilt of perllQIlS who 
Porm XVI til 

FO~M 'E rMadras Rqles 17] 

have not appilcd (or th. 
Division 

renewal of their Jic:enc:eI ttl. 
Taluk, DlatrlGt 

for the yrar 19 • on or before the 1St Janu"tv 19 

N"mher of 
the vJ!lage 
Dd HamJet 
if any. 

.;. 
Numb~r and • "'e 8 Police Inspector's 

nam" of el) = ; .. .. re port liS to the 
licensee who ~ '0 cause to tile omlS' 

has pot .'" '0 .. SlOn or renewal of ~ 
renewed hiS ~ ~ ~ licence In each <\I 

Order of 
DIstrict 
Magis. 
trate. 1 hcence. 1 oS .3::s case, ~ 

--'~-;---2---1 : I ~ \,-;--1-----6------1-7-1--8--
. _____ ~ _____ ~ __ .L ____ _ 

NOTB-In column 6 R.-Rlfle G -Smooth.bore gun. M ._Magazme, D B"M 
Double barrelled, S B. Smgle·barreIled, B L Breech-teadlDi M, L ... Muz7Ie.load. 
109 percuSSIon cap. Ma L _Match-lock, r. L ... Flmt.lock, Re Revolver, P .... 'Plstol 
B .. Bayonet, S ... Sword, D .... Dagger 

FORM No 17 RePort of the Inspectiun. held by the Inspector of Police of • 
Circle. of shops licensed under the Arms Act and of shops decided under Rule 6] 
ot-Ihe Rut·s under the Explosives Act to have been licenced under the Arms Act. 
Eor qu,rter ending • 

I 
.. - . Q) "i- I ... 

"0 "0 ~ ~ ; uc:l c:lQ) 

~ 1;!::, ;:! ~~ § ~t 
]~ cu8.~ ~ 1~4) g~ ~.5: CT4; 
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o -~ <\I c:l'" '" = =0 ......... ~ .... o 
<II 0 ... ammumhou or 11 11 ~ 0 oS .. <II ~ 0'"' iil' tII) .. 

~ I iii ~ ii exploSl\ es ~., !Il", .!!o ~ "g :5 ~;~. ~ .f.l i5..:.4 0 '" :; I~~.c -_......... -::;;; 5~ :::8,,; 
~ I~~~ ~E,.g~ ~CG 11£ S ~oS ~tl 8:18 
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Sulphu....M I I 

1 Shot .. 

1 

Caps ,.. . .. 
European gunpowder 

I Country gunpowder .M I 
1 Blasting powder ... 

Fuework. I 
Inspector of foltce,_Circle, 

» • 
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.. 

FORM No. t6-Report nl Inspactlon of stock, Premls"s and SOoks of Parsen 
l~ll"d under the ladtatl Arms A.ct ttl Form. to mao.ufa.c. 
ture. C'onvert. keep or sell arms. ammunition or IQ.illtuy storn (G O· No 4451. 
JudI dated 30th September 188Z). 

Name father's nRme 
DatI' anti 

Plaoe 
and re51del)ce of of 

hcense~. form of buslDess 
---- licence 

I 2 3 
------

FORM No 79 

~ I 
6 I ~ '" .. ~ ., " 
ttl 0 I 

-11-2 1 

Date of InspectIOn by 
supenor officer of 

pohce 
Remarks, 

------
4 5 
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I c 
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An Act to amend the Law rela.ting to Explosive Substances. 

[46 Vict. Ch. 3] [lOth April 1883] 

Be it ena('ted by the Queen's most Excellent Majesty, by and 
with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, 
and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, as follows: 

Short titlo. 1. ThiR Act may be cited as the Explosive 
Substances Act, 18K3. 

2. Any person who unlawfully and maliciously caU'les by any 

Puni.,ll11wnt for 
causing ('xplo~ion 
likply to !'llddnp;t'r 
life or property. 

explo"ive "ub"tance an explosion of a nature 
likely to endanger life or to ('ause Rerious injury 
to property shall. whether any in3ury to person 
or property has been actually camed or not, be 
guilty of felony, and on conviction shall he liable 

to penal servitude for life. or for any less term (not ler;:s than the 
minimum term allowed by law). or to imprisonment with or without 
hard lahour for a term not exceeding two years. • 

3. Any perRon who within or (being a Rubject of Her Majesty) 

PllIlblllllent lor 
attempt to can,t' ('x­
plosion, or for making 
or kppping explo~l ve 
with inknt to Plldan­
gor life or property. 

without Her Maje~ty's dominions unlawfnlly and 
maliciou;dv-

((/) does any act with intent to cause by an ~ 
explosive snb<,tance, or conspires to cause by an 
explosive suh>ltance an explol--ion in the United 
Kingdom of a nature likely to endanger lifll or to 

caURe serious injury to property; or 

(h) makes or ha<; in hi" posse~sion or under his control any ex­
plosive suh>-tance with intent by mean" thereof to endanger life, or 
cause serious injury to property in the United Kingdom, or to enable 
any other person by mean!' thereof to endanger life or cause ;;erious 
injury to property in the United Kingdom, 

shall, whether any explosion does or not take place. and whether 
any injury to person or property has been actually cam,ed or not. 
be guilty of felony, and all conviction Rhall be liable to penal 
servitude for a term not exceeding twenty years. or to imprisonment 
wilh or without hard labour for a term not exceeding two years, and 
the explo'live substance shall be forfeited. 

4. (l) Any person who makes or knowingly has in his posses-
Punishment for sion or under his control any explosive substance, 

making or posses~ion under Ruch circumstances as to give rise to a. 
of oxplosivp under reasonable suspicion that he is not making it or 
suspicious circum- does not have it in his posRession or under his 
stances. control for a lawful object, shall, unless he can 
show that he made it or had it in his possession or under his control 
for a lawful object. be guilty of fAlony. and, on conviction, shal1 be 
liable to penal servitude for a. term not exceeding fou;teen years, or 
to imprisonment for a term not exceeding two years with or without 
hard labour, and the explosive substance shall be forfeited. 
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(t) In any proceeding against any person for a. crime under this 
section, such person and his wife, or husband, as tbe case may be, 
may, if stich person thinks fit, be called, sworn, examined, and 
cross-examined as an ordinary witness in the case. 

5. Any person who within or (being a subject of Her Majesty) 
without Her Majesty's dominions by the supply 

Punishment of of or solicitation for money, the providing of 
a'Jcessories. . th 1ft' 1 . prenllses, e supp y 0 rna erIa S, or In any 
manner whatsoever, procure!';, cOllnsels, aids, abetF, or is accessory 
to, the commission of allY crime under this Act, shall be guilty of 
felony, and shall be liable to be tried and punished for that crime, 
as if he had been guilty as a prinCipal. 

6. (1) Where the Attorney General has reasonable ground to 
Inquiry by Attor. believe that any crime Ilnder this Act has been 

ney Genoral, and committed, he may order an inquiry under this 
apprehension of ub· section, and thereupon any ju~tjce for the county, 
sllonding witne!;ses. bOl\lUgh, or place in which t.he crime was commit. 
ted or is suspected to have been committed, who is Hntborised in 
that Lehalf uy the Attorney General, may, altho\\gh no person may 
be charged before him with the com mission of such crime, sit at a 
police court, or petty sessional or occilsional court·hollse, or police 
station in the said county, borough. or placa, and examine on oath 
concerning such crime any witness appearing before him, and may 
take the deposition of such witnes!'I, and, if he see cause, may bind 
such witne!'ls by recognizance to appear and give evidence at the 
next petty sessions, or when called upon within three months 
from the date of such recognizance; and the law relating to the 
compelling of the attendance of a witness before a justice, and to a 
witness attending before a justice and required to give evidence 
concerning the matter of an information or complaint, shall apply 
to compelling the attendance of a witness for examination and to a 
witnAss attending under tbis section. 

(2) A witness examined under this section shall not be excused 
from answering any question on the ground that the answer thereto 
may criminate, or tend to criminate, himself; but any statement 
made by any person in answer to any question put to him on any 
exa.mination under thi~ section shall not, except in the Case of an 
indictment or other criminal proceeding for perjury, be admissible 
in evidence against him in any prooeeding, civil or oriminal. 

(3) A justice who conducts the examination under this seotion 
QJ a person concerning any crime shall not take part in the com­
mitting for trial of such person for such crime. 

(4) \Vhenever any person is bound by recognizance to give 
evidence before justices, 01' any criminal court, in respect of a.ny 
crime under this Act, any justice, if he sees fit, upon information 
being made in writing, and on oath, that such peril on is about to 
absoond. or ha~ absconded, may issue his warrant for the arrest of 
suoh person, and if such person is arrested any justice. upon being 
sa.tisfied that the ends of justioe would otherwise be defea.ted. may 
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commit such person to prison until the time at which he is \lound 
by such recognizance to give evidence, unless in the· meantime he 
produces sufficien t su reties: Provid ed that an y person so arrested 
shall be entitled on demand to receive a copy of the information 
upon which ·the warrant for h is arrest was issued. 

7. (1) If any person is charged before a justice with nny 
No proseelltion 

except by leave of 
Attorney G~llleral. 
Proceduro and sav­
ing. 

such pel·son. 

crime under this Act, no further proceeding 
shall be taken against such person without the 
consent of the A ttorney General, except such 
as the jU!ltice may think necessary by remand, 
or otherwise, to secure the safe cnstody of 

(2) In frarping an indictment the same criminal act may be 
charged in different COllntfl at' con;;t.itllting different crimes under 
this Act. and npon the trial of any such indictment., the prosecutor 
shall not be put to his election as to the count on which he must 
proceed. 

(3) F'or all purposes of and incidental to arrest, trial, and punish­
ment, a crime for whi(lh a person is liable to be pnnished under 
this Act, when committed out of the United Kingdom, 8hall be 
deemed to have been committed in the place in which !luch person 
is apprehended or is in cllstody. 

(4) This ./~ct shall not exempt any person from any indict­
ment or proceeding for a crime or offence which is punishable at 
common law, or by any Act of Parliament other than this AClt, but 
no person ",hall be punished twice for the same criminal act. 

8. (1) Sections seventy.three, seventy-four. seventY-five, eighty-

S f d 
nine, and ninety.six of the Explosives Act, 1875, 

,eareh or an < ( I' h t' . Itt t I ' l f . seizure of explosive w IIC sec .lOns re a e (~ Ie searc,) or, seIZure, 
substances. and detentIOn of explOSIve SUbstances, and the 
38 & 39 Viet. e.17. forfeiture thereof, and the disposal of explosive 

"lU b~tance8 seized or forfeited), sh all apply ih 
like manner as if a crime or forfeiture under this Act were an offence 
or forfeiture under the Explosives Act, 1875. 

(2) Where the master or owner of any vessel has reasonable 
cause to suspect that any dangerous goods or 

36 & 37 Viet. c. goods of a dangerous nature which, if found, he 
85. would be entitled to throw overboard in pur­
sua.nce of the Merchant Shipping Act, 1873, are concealed on board 
his vessel, he may search any part of such vessel for such goods, 
and for the purpose of such search may, if necessary, break open' 
any box, package, parcel, or receptacle on board the ve~8el. and such 
master or owner, if he finds any sucb dangerous goods or goods ora 
dangerous na.ture sha.ll be entitled to deal with the same in manner 
provided by the said Act, and if he do not find the same, he shall 
not be $ubject to any liability, civil or crimina.l, if it a.ppears to the 
tribunal before which the question of his lia.bility il!! l:aised tha.the 
had rea.sona.ble cause to suspect that Buch goods were so concealed 
as a.foresaid.. ' 
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9. (1) In th is A ct, un le~s the context otherwise requires,-

D fi 't' d The ~xpre!;sion "explosive substance" shall 
e m Ions an b ddt ' I d t '1 f k' dpplication to Scot- e eeme 0 mc u e any mil. eria s or rna mg 

land, any explosive substance; also any apparatul', 
machine, implement, or materials used. or inten­

ded to he used, or adapted for causing, or aiding in causing, any 
explosion in or with any explosive substance; also any part of any 
such apparatus, machine, or implement, 

The expression "Attorney General" means HEtr Majesty's At. 
torlley General for England or Ireland, as the case may be. and in 
case of hi" inability or of a vacancy in the office, Her Majesty's 
Solicitor General for England or Ireland, as the caRe requires. 

(2) In the applicatio n of this Act to Scotland the following 
modifications shall be made: 

The expression "Attorney General" shall be deemed to mean 
the Lord Advocate, and in case of hiR inability or of a vacancy in 
the office, Her Majesty's ::;olicitor General for Scotland. 

The expl'As ... ion "petty seRsional court-house" shall he deemed 
to mean the sheriff court. 

The expreqsion "felony" 8hall be deemed to mean a high crime 
and offence. 

The expression "recognizance" shall he deemed to mean juratory 
caution. 

The expression "justIce" shall include sheriff and sheriff 
qubstitute. 

ACT No. IV of 1884-[ luth Pebl'llul'!/, 1881. ]* 

An Act to regulate the manufacture, p08sesbion, use, sale, 
transport and importation of Explosives.-[As modified up to the 
lst October, 1911] 

Whereas it is expedient to rpgulate the manufacture, possession, 
use, sale, transport and importation of explosives; it is hereby 
enacted as follows :-

Short tl tlo. 

Local extent. 

1. (1) This Act may be called the Indian Ex­
plosives Act, 1884, and 

(2) It extend s to the whole of British India. 

"For Statement of ObJects and Reasons, see Gazette of India, 1883, Pt, V, p. 22 ; 
for Proceedings in Council, see ibld, 1882, p. 1856, and Ibid, 1883, Supplement, p. 43, 
and Ibid, It!84, Supplement, p. 377. 

This Act has been declared, under s. 3 (a) of the Scheduled Districts Act, 
1874 (14 of 1874), Genl. Acts, Vol. II, to be in force in the Distncts of Hazaribagh, 
Lohardaga (now called the Ranchi District-sel' Calcutta Gazette, 1899, Pt. I p,44), 
Palamau and Munbhum and ill Pargana Dhalbhum and the Kolhan in the Smgbhum 
District of the Chota Nagpur DiviSIOn-see Gazette of India, 1896, Pt. I, p.972. 

It has been declared to apply to the Santhal Parganas under s. 3 of the 
Santhal Parganas Settlement Regulation (3 of 1872), as amended by the Santhal 
Parganas Laws R<Jgulatioll, 1886 (3 of 181:6), and by 8. 3 of Regn. 3 of 1809. 

For other law relating to Explosives Substances, see also the ExplosiVE 
Substances Act, 1908 (6 of 1908), on page 314. 
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2. (1) Thl"! Act shall come Into force on such day as the 

Commencement. Governor General in Council, by notIfication in 
the Gazette of India, appoints: 

(2) * * * * t : 
{The Act came mto force on the bt July 1887 (H D. Notu no.l416 dated the 

24th June 1887.) I 
3. [Rl'pf'lll oj prntwll;, of Act XJl of 187,).] Rl'p, by Act Xoj 1889. 
4. In this Act, unless there is bomething repugnant in the 

DefimtlOm. subject or context,-
(I) "explosive" 

(a) mean"! gunpowder, nitro-[l:lycerine, dynamite, gun-cotton, 
blasting powders, fulmmate of mercury or of other metals, coloured 
fires and every other substance. whether similar to those above 
mentioned or not, used or manufactured with a view to produce a. 
practical effect by explosi'"ln, or a pyrotechmc effect; and 

(fJ) mclude"! fog blgnals, fireworks, fuze", rockets, percussion 
cap'l, detonator"!, cartridge"!, ammunitlOn of all descriptlOnp, and 
every adaptation or preparatIOn of an explosIve as above defined: 

(2) "manufacture" Includes the process of diViding into its 
component parts. or otherwi..,E' breakIng up or unmaking, any ex­
plOSive, or making fit for use any dama.ged explosive, and the 
proceqs of remaking, altering or repalfmg any explosive: 

(3) "vessel" include" every shJP, boat and other vessel used in 
navigatIon. whether propellE'd hy oars or otherwise: 

(4) "carriage" includes any carrIage, wagon, cart, truck, vehicle 
or other meanb of conveYIng goods or passengers by land, in 
whatever manner the same may be propelled: ' 

(5) "master" includes every person (except a pilot or harbour­
ma.ster) having for the time bamg command or charge of a vessel: 
provided that, In reference to any boat belonging to a ship, "master" 
shall mean the master of th e .,hlp : 

(6) "import" means to bring into Bl'ltlsh India by sea or land. 

NorES 
(I) China Crackers cannot "5 " rule be excluded from the category of 

Exploslve". The onus iteq upon the accuq('d to show that they are Crackers. 
GURUMURTHY CffETTY 25 M. L. T 175,48 I. C. 988. 

(2) Even throw down and Chinele Crackers are ('xploslves wlthm the meanmg 
of thE' amendments to rules J and 4 of the ExplOSIVes Act. 
CHUlA A. I. R. 1932 Mad. 320. 

(3) Lavangi Crackers are toy firE'works wlthlll the meaning of rule 3, and 8S 
such are exempt from rule 35 of the Exple~lve Rules reqUlrlllg a licence for their 
posse!lslOn. 
RACHAPPA GURAPPA HATTARVAT-18 Bom. L R 556-37 I. C. 491-18 Cr. L. J.139). 

- --- ---
tSnb-sectlOn (2) of sectIOn 2 was repealed by the Repeahng .tnd Amend~g 

Act, 1891 (12 of 1891). 
ThiS Aot IS iU force m Upper Burma (Uppor Burma Laws Act,1908. first 

Sohedule) aud has been extended with certUIn modlfi('atlOlJ~ to the MyeJllt and 
to such lands 10 the Southern Shan States as now are or hereafter may be oocupied 
by the Southern Shan States RaIl way, lllcJudmg the land ocoupled 88 Stations and 
for outbuildings and for other purposes conu9ct{'(1 with the said railway. (Burma 
Poll. Dept noin. no. 20 dated thf' 1st Deer 1910). The Act has alsQ been eX$ended 
to the Northern Shan States (Burma Poll. Dept. Notn. no. 2~ dated the 31st 
August 1913). 
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5. (1) The Governor-General in Council may. for any part 

Power to make 
rules as to licensing 
of the manufacture, 
possession, use, sale, 
transport, and im­
portation of explo­
sives. 

of British India, and eaeh Local Government. 
with the previous sanction of the Governor­
General in Council, may, for any part of the 
territories under its administration, make rules* 
consistent with this Act to regulate or prohibit, 
except under and in a~r.ordance with the con­
ditions of a licence granted as provided by these 

rules, the manufacture, possession, use, sale, transport and im­
portation of explosives. or any specified class of explosives. 

(2) Rules under this section may provide for all Qr any of 
the following, among .other matterR, that is to say :-

(Il) the authority by which licences may be granted; 
(b) the fees to be charged for licence!', and the other sums 

(if any) to be paid for expenses hy applicants for tlicences ; 
(d the manner in whieh applications for licences must be 

made. and the matters to he Rpecified in such &.pplications ; 
(d) the form in which. and the conditions on and subject to 

which. licences must be granted j 

(e) the period for which licences are to remain in force; and 
(f) the exemption absolutely or subject to conditions of any 

explosives from the operation of the rules. 

(8) The authority making rules under this section may by 
the rules impose penalties on all persons manufacturing, possessing. 
using, selling, transporting or importing explosives in breach of 
the rules. or otherwise contravening the rules; 

Provided that the maximum penalty which may be imposed 
by any such r,ules shall not exceed-

(a) in the case of person so importing or manufacturing an 
explosive. a fine which may extend to three thousand rupees; 

• (1) For rules made by the Governor-General in Council under this section 
and section 7 to regulate (a) the manufacture, possession and sale of explosive~ in 
British India, and (b) th" transport and importation of explosives, see Govt. of India. 
Dept. of C. and I., no 4013-3:3 dated the 6th .hllle 1914, as amended by Hubsequent 
notifiea tion~, 

For the rules made with reference to rnle 22 of th(l latter rules as to the test 
which certain explosivpR shall he required to pass before importation, see Gazette 
of India. 1907, Pt. I, p. 420. 

(2) For rules /;l.s·to the transport of explosives in-
(a) the Port of Bomhay, see Bom. R. and 0., 1911, Vol. I, p. 376 ; 
(b) the Port of Aden, se.? Bom. Rand 0., 1911, Vol. I, p. 274; 
(c) the Port of Karachi, 8ee Born R. and 0., Vol. I, p. 377 ; 
(d) the Port of Madras, see Mad. R. and O. ; 
(e) Bengal,8upplementary to the rules by the Governor·General in Council, 

8,e Ben. R. and 0 .• Calcutta Gazette, 1909, Pt. I, p. 1092 ; 
(l) thEl Ports of Rangoon, Bassein, Akyab and Kyaukpyu. see Burma Ga:r;ette, 

1910, Pt. I, p. 476. . 
t For notification doclaring that no fee shall be charged for licenses tOp06seu 

explosives iu reasonable ~quantities for blasting purposes-soo Genl. St.at. a. and 0 .. 
Vol. II, p. 913. 
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(b) in the ca.se of a. person so possessing, using or transportinr 
a.n explosive, a fine which ma.y extend to one thousa.nd rupees; 

(c) in the case of' a person so selling an explosive, a fine whicl 
may ext~nd to five hundred rupees; and 

(d) in a.ny other case, two hundred rupees. 

NOTES. 
(1) A licence for the manufacture of explosive. is not at liberty to asllociate 

other persons with himself in the manufacture and saJe of explosives without 
such other persons being approved of by the authorities ami being provided with 
licences. 
SAMINADA PILLAr 1 Weir 756. 

(2) The accused held a Iiecnce under the Indiall Explosives Act to manu­
facture gunpowder. One of the conditions of the liconce was that the explosive 
shall be manufadured in a tent or lightly ccnstructed building exclusively ap­
propriated for the purp08e and separated from any dwelling house. The accused 
constructed a building outside the village which complied with this condition, 
and employed a woman who used to work exe!usively in thi~ building. One day 
the woman with her assistant went with ingredients for manufacturing gUll-powdE1l' 
to the house of the accused in the village, and performed part of the process 
of manufacture there with pestles having iron rings without the knowledge of 
their master and while he was engaged elsewhere. During the process of manu­
facture there waH explosion and the woman was killed and her assilitant was 
injured. Held, that the act of the woman, though unauthorised, WIIS one within 
the scope of her employment and the accused, her master, would be liable for 
her wrongful act. 
MAHADEVAPPA HANUM.AN'l'APPA A.1. R.1927 Bom. 209. 

(3) Accused's house was searched for opiulll and in it were found tbree 
cartridllea of blasting powder and three. detonator.. He was convicted under section 
5 of the rules for the manufacture, posssession and sale of explosives in Bj,lrma, 
for possessing an explosive without a licence. Held that licences under these 
rules arc not required for the possession of explosives of this nature ill moderate 
quantities. The rule~ are not applicable to the "ase. But cartridge9 and deto­
nators are "ammunition" as defined in s. 4 of the Indian Arms Act and the accused 
might properly have been cOllvicted under s. 19 (f) of that Act. 
NGA Ylt U. U. B. R. 1887-1901-Vol. 1,193. 

(4) The permission to import a large quantity of explosives is intended only 
to prevent a separate application being made each time tho stock is reduced and 
must be read subject to any restrictions imposed by the possession licence. 
GU1WMURTllY CHETTY 25 M. L .• J. 175, 48 1. C. 988. 

(5) Patakae, which are sIlIall packets, wrapped in a paper, of coloured potash 
mixed with small pieces of kankar, and which explode with a slight ffJport when thrown 
with force against a wall or other hard surface, are not fireworks within the 
meaning of Explosives Act, and so 110 licence il:! necessary for the manufacture 
or sale of "Patakas." 
BA~SlDHAR 8 P. R. 1910 Cr., 5 I. C. 1911. 

(6) Where a person is accused of having takon delivery of consignments 
described as "lireworks" in contravention of rule 35, the burden of proving that 
these were explosives such as are (~,overed by the Explosives Rules is upon the 
prosecution and the mere fact that the accused took possession of and signed for a 
oQusigmnent which was described as fireworks does not amount to an admission by him 
that ~heBe were explosives such as are within the purview of these rules. 
POLA~I CfUDAMBARAM. A. I. R. 1930, Mad. 678, 3 M. Or. O. 59. 

Power for Gover. 
, nor-Genel'alln Ooun­
,oil to 'pro\libit the 

manufaoture, posses­
Blo~01' importation 
of Scpj!0iJ.lIy danger-

, ,·ol.l.ll'explostves. 

6. (1) Notwithstanding anything il1th'. 
rules under the last foregoing section, thl&" 
Governor-Genera.l ill Oouncil may, from time 
to time, by notifioation in the Gazette ,Qj 
lndia-- ' 
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(a) prohibit, either absolutelY or subject to conditions, thfil manu­
f&.cture, possession or importation of any explosive which is of so 
dangerous a character that, in the opinion of the Governor-General in 
Council, it is expedient for the publIc safety to issue the notification; 

(b) Repealed by Act X (Jf 1.914. 

(2) The officers of sea ('uAtoms at every port shall have the 
same power in respect of any explosive with regard to the importa­
tion of which a notification has been i.,sued under thi., section and 
the vessel containmg the explosive as they have for the time being 
in respect of any article, the importation of which i!> prolnbited or 
regulated by the law relating to "ea customs and the ves<.,el con­
taining the !:lame; and the enactment" for the time being III force 
reJatmg to sea customs or any such article or vessel shall apply 
accordingly. 

(3) Any person manufacturing, posse"sing or importing an 
eltplosive in contravention of a notdication Issued under this &ection 
shall be pum.,hed With fine which may extend to three thousand 
rupees, and, in the ca::-e of importation by water. the owner and 
master of the veRsel m which the explOSive is imported shall, in the 
ab'lence ot reasonable excuse, each he pUnlshed WIth fine which 
may extend to three thousand rupees. 

Power to make 
rull's con fer r 1 n g 
pOW(Jr~ of lllqprctlOn, 
search, seizure, de­
tentit.n and rPllloval 

7. (1) The Governor.General in Council. or 
the Local Government with the previous sanctiun 
of the Governor·General In Council, may make, 
*rule ... con"istent WIth this Act authow,ing any 
officer, eIther by name or III Virtue of hiS office.-

(a) to enter, inspect and examme any pla('e, carriage or vessel 
in which an explOSive IS being manufactured, posses;,ed, used, sold, 
transported Ol' imported under a lIcence granted under thIS Act, or 
in whic'h he has reason to beheve that an explosive has been or IS 
heing manufactured, possesHed, u'led, !>old, tran<.,ported or imported 
in contravention of thIS Act or of the rule!> m!J.de under this Act; 

(I» to sea.rch for explosives therein; 
«() to take samples of any explo<ilve found therelll on payment 

of the val ue thereof; and 
(d) to seize, detain, remove and, If neceS<iary, destroy any 

explosive found therew. 

(2) The provisions of the Code of Criminal Procedure relating 
to searches under that Code shall, so far a'l the same are applicable, 
apply to searches by officers authorized by rules under this section. 

NOTES. 

VIde CHIDAMBARAM A. I R. 1930 Mad. 678, no to note (6) under sec. 5, page 309. 

---- - ----~ --~-------~--- ---
"For rules appointing officers or givmg power to appoint officers for the 

purposes of this lection, 8ee Genl. Stat. R. and 0., Vol. II, p. 937. For rules conferring 
certaIn pOWl'rs on the Chief Inspeotor of Explosives with the Government of India, 
see Genl. Slat. R. and 0., Vol. II, p. 953. 
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8. Whenever thl're OOOllrs in or about, or in oonnection with 

Notes of Acci­
dents. 

any plaoe in which an explosive is manufactured. 
possessed or used, or any oarriage or vessel 
eIther conveying an exploblve or on or from 

whioh an explosive is loaded, or unloaded. any accident by explosion 
or by fire attended wlth 10Sb of human life or r,el'ious injury to 
pe;rson or propl'rty or of a debcnptloll usually attended with such 
loss or injury, the occupier of the place. or the ma~ter of the vessel, 
or the person, III charge of the carriage, as the case may be, .. hall 
forthwith give nohce thereof to the officer III charge of the nearest 
police statlOn. 

NOles 
(I) Wherc the petltlonor WJ~ kmnd to gIve l1lfOrmatlOn to the polICe undor 'i. 8 

of Act IV of 1884 of an exploslOll (Jf fJr( -work wI1/( h rPbulted III the dc,lth of a 
chIld, It IS no no tho 10Hb dll OftlIlC<', e\Pll though tlw Adhlgan wa~ albO prc&ent 
who wac, under ;lIll1lar oblIgatIOn to rpport 1'I11~ h no legal JustIficatIOn for the 
petitIOner'" OnllS~lOn, whero a prr~on 1', und()r ,1 lugal duty to report oertam 
facts and faI!~ to rC'port thom, he mU5t be presuJlled to mtend to con('oal thorn, 
unless he (dll show th.tt he had reason to ~upposo th1t the authOrIty to whIch 
the report was due had the mformdtlon from othl'r ~ou!('C'~. 
N AMPUDRIPAD (1915) 17 M. L. 1'. 263, 1915 M. W. N. 276. 

(2) The prImary reqUlbltl for the obhgdtlOll to gIVe nohcl) to the poheo under 
s.8 of the Explo~lve Act I, llOt "serlOU~ lll)Ul y to proporty" but an acddontoil 
explosIOn If the explo~lOn wa" dC51gned thl' obhgatlOn to gtVC notice does not 
anse eVlln If tIle llxplo~lOn may hd.ve ht'( n attended WIth sorlllU~ mJury to property. 
The word "occupier" 1ll " 8 of the Act reforH to bome ono 111 the &port at the tUlle 
of the ExplOSIOn who mU'lt have neCl'bbdr!!y he come aware of the explOSIon. 
Unless tho OllllS~lon to give notIce I" Il1tcntlolldl s 176 I P. (' dOCb not apply .• 
ZERI KHAN (1915) 8 Rur L T 288, 301. C. 446. 

9. (1) Whenever, ll1 the Opll1lOn of a DistrIct Magistrate, Sub­
I U'lUlry III to 

aC('ldentb. 

diVIsional Magistrute or any other Magistrate 
speolally empowered by the Local Govern­
ment In tll\S behalf, an enquiry IS necebsary into 

the cause of any accident of the description mentioned In section 8. 
he may either himself make the enquiry or direct a Magistrate 
subordInate to himself to make the enqUIry. 

(2) Any Magistrate maKlllg an enqlllty under this section ~halJ. 
for the purposes of conductIng the enquiry, have all the powers 
wbich he would have in holdIng an enquiry into a.n offence under 
Code of Crimmal Procedure. 

(3) The powers conferred on a Ma.gistrate by this section may, 
in a. PreSidency town, be exercised by the Commissioner of Police a.s 
well as by any Magistrate specially empowered in this behalf 
under sub section (1). 

10. When B person is convicted of an offence punishable under 

Forfelture of 
eXl'losives. 

this Act or the rules made under this Act, tbe 
Court before which he is convioted may dirCK)t 
that the explosive, or lngredlent of the explosive. 

or the substanoe (if any) in respect of whioh the offe,Jloe has been 
committed, or Bny part of that explosive, ingredient, or substa.nce 
sha.U, witll the receptaeles containing the same, be forfeited. 
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11. Where the owner or master of a. vessel is adjudged und1lr 
Dlstress ofvessel. this Act to ps.y a. fine for a.n offence committed 

with, or in relation to, that vessel, the Court 
may, in addition to any other power it ma.y ha.ve for the purpose 
Df oompelling payment of the fine, direot it to be levied by distress 
and sale of the vessel, and the tackle, apparel and furniture thereof, 
or so much thereof as is necessary. 

12. Whoever abets, within the meaning of the Indian Penal 

Abetment and 
attempts. 

Code, the commission of an offence punishable 
under this Act, or the rules made under this 
A('t, or attempts to commit any such offence and 

in suoh attempt does any act towards the commission of the same, 
shall be punished as if he had committed the offence. 

13. Whoever is found committing any act for which he is 
Powllr to anest punishable under this act. or the rules under this 

without warrant Act, and whIch tends to cause explosion or fire 
persons commlttmg in or about any place where an explosive is 
dangerous Offill. COS. manufactured or stored, or any railway or port, 
or any carriage, ship or boat, may he apprehended without a 
warrant by a. Pollce-officer or by the occupier of. or the agent or 
servant of, or oth ar pel'son authorized by the oocupier of. that place. 
or by any a~ent or servant of. or other perbon authorized by. the 
railway administra.tlon or conservator of the port, and be removed 
from the plare where he is arrested and conveyed as soon alii 
conveniently m8.Y be before a Magistrate. 

Savmg for manu­
facture, pOSSGbSlOn, 

use, sale. transport 
or Importatlon by 
Government 

14. Nothing in this Act shall apply to the 
manufacture. posseso;;ion, U"le, sale. tranr.,port or 
importation of any explosive-

(a) by order of the Government, or 
(li) by any person employed under the 

Government in the execution of this Act, or as a keeper of a maga. 
zine, artinn, soldier, sailor, policeman or otherwule. or enrolled as 
a. volunteer nnder tt e India.n Volunteers Act, XX of 1869. in the 
ooune of his employment or duty as such. 

Saving of IndIan 15, N othin~ in th is Act shall affect the pro-
Arms Act. 1878 visions of the Indian Arms Act, XI of 1878 : 

Provided that an a.uthority granting a licence under this Act 
for the manufacture, posseSSIOn, sale, transport or importation of an 
np\osive may. if empowered in this behalf by the rules under which 
the licence is granted. direot by an order wrItten on the licence that 
it shaH have the effect of a. like license granted under the said 
Indian Arms Aot. 

16. Nothing in this Act or the rules under this Act shall 

SavinK as to 
Uab\lity under other 
law. 

prevent any person from being prosecuted under 
any other law for any aot or omission 'Whiol! 
constitutes a.n offence against ihis Aci or thOll, 
rules, or from being liable under that other lA. 

to ~ny otber or higher punishment or penalty than that pl'ovid.cl b) 
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' thjaAct or those rules : Provided that & person ehaUilotbt 
punished twi()e for the sarna offence. 
.' ", 

17. The Governor-General in Conncil may, from time tatim_, 
Extension of de- by notification in the Ge.zette of India, dao.larlll 

ilnitionof"explosive" tha.t any substance which appears to the Gover­
to other explosive nor.General in Counoil to be specially da.ngerous 
substances. to life or property. by reason either of its e:x:. 
plosive properties or of any process in the manufacture thereof 
being liable to ez:plosion. shall be deemed to be an explosive within 
the meaning of this Act; and the prOVision!' of this Act (subject to 
suoh exception!1, limitations a.nd restrictions as ma.y be specified in 
the notifica.tion) shall accordingly extelld to that substance in like 
manner as if it were included in the definition of the term "explo8i~e" 
in this Act. . 

Procedure for 
lllaking, publication 
and confirmation of 
rules. 

18. (1) An authority making rules under this 
Act shall. b~fore making the rules. publish a draft 
of the proposed rules for the information of 
persons lik.ely to be affected thereby. 

(2) The publication shall be ma.de in such manner &8 the 
Governor General in Council, from time to time. by notification 
in tbe Gazette of India, prescribes. 

(8) There shall be published with the draft a notice specifying 
a date at or after which the draft will be taken into consideration. 

(4) The authority ma.king the rules shall reoeive a.nd cODsider 
any objection or suggestion which may be made by any ' person 
with respect to the draft before the date so specified. 

(5) A rule ma.de under this Act shall not ta.ke effeot if it is 
made by the Governor General in Council until it has been 
published in the Gazette of India.. a.nd if it is made by the Local 
Govenment until it bas ueen published in the local official Gazette. 

(6) The publication in the Gazette of a rule purporting to be 
ma.de under this Act shall be conclusive evidence that it bas been 
duly made, and. if U requires sanction, that it has been duly 
8&nctioned. 

(7) All powers to make rules conferred by this Act may be ' 
exercised from time to time as occasion requires. 

.... SeoUon ' 17.,--"'~rie 'acid with certain excepUon bas been declared to, belli ': 
.~ve 'wi'Ma the meaning of tbis Act (G. of I. notn. 00.1217 M. dated ihe '.h7 
'lTov,eliiber IOt6.(¥adrAfI G. O. no. 699 daied tblllsi December 1926). . '., '::;'.' 

:~:;;: ~Ihl. witoll Oertainexoeptiona hal beau dflola~dto 00 an' explOl~ve ~t~' 
tAtuneahlnlt at thiA Act (G. oU. notn. no. S26 D~ dated the 6th Deoembelo 1'1.1~ . . ,."" 
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.. ACT VI OF 1908. [8th June 1908.1 

AN A.CT FURTHER TO AMEND THE LAW R].:LATING TO 
EXPLOSIVE SUBSTANCES. 

Whereas it is necessary further to amend the law relating to 
explosive substances; It is hereby enacted as follows :-

Short title, ex- 1. (I) This Act mllY be called th e Explosive 
tent and application. Substances Act, 1908. 

(2) It extends to the whole of British India and applies also to­

(a) all native Indian subjects of His Majesty in any place with· 
out and beyond British India; 

(b) all other British subjects within tIle territories of any native· 
prince or chief in India. 

2. In this Act the expression "explosive substance," shall be 
Dofinitionof"ex· deemed to include any materials for making 

plosive substance." any explosive substance; also any apparatus, 
ma.chinfl, implement or mattlrial used, or intended to be used, or 
adapted fol' causing, 01' aiding in causing. any explosion in or with 
any explosive 8ubstance; also any part of any such apparatus, 
machine or implement. 

3. Any person who unlawfully and maliciously causes by any 
Punishment for explosive substance an explosion of a nature 

causing explosion likely to endanger life 01' to cause serious injury 
I~kely to ondanger to property shall, whether any injury to person or 
hfe or property. property has been actually oaused or not, bo 
punished with transportation for life or any shorter term, to which 
fine may be added, or with imprisonment for a. term which may 
extend to ten years. to which fine may be added. 

---------
• Statement of Objects and Reasons [6th June 1908.) 

Recent event~ have brought prominl'ntly to notice the inadequacy of the 
existing law to denl with crimes committed by means of explosive substances. The 
Indian Explosives Act. IB~4. was framod to prevont a()cidentH rather than to prevent 
crime and its provi,ions are dearly inadequate to meet t.he present emergency. 
No sentence of imprisonment can be impo,;ed under that Act and the maximum 
ponalty is only a fine of three thousand rupees. The Indian Arms Act. 1878. 
though it applies to the possession of explosives as well as arms, is also inadequate 
in respect both of tho penaities it allows and tho scope of its provisions for dealing 
promptly with preparations to manufacture bombs and other explosives. The 
Ponal Code provide, for tho punishment of persons who cause hurt or mischief 
by meanu of explosive substancoH and it al~o deLl Is with attempts to cause hurt 
or mischief but only when any act towards the commission of the offence is actually 
done. But it does not provide any penalty for making or possessing explosive 
lIubstancos with unlawful intent and it does not in other cases always provide 
"u·;)h sovero penalties as are requisite. The Governor-General in Council therefore 
<loasidered it necoBsary to supplement the existing law by an Act on the lines of the 
English [Explosive Substances Act. 11188, {Vide page 303] which was enacted for the 
express purpose of dealing with anarchist crimes. The Bill which has been drafted to 
give effect to this decision provides for the punishment of any person who causes 
an explosion likely to endanger life or property, or who attempts to cause such 
all explosion, or makes or hus in his possession any explosive substance with 
intent to endanger life or property. It further makes the manufaoture or pOSBelisiol1 
ofexplosivo substances for any other than a lawful objeot II sub8tan~ive offenoe 
and throws on the person who makes o.r is in possession of any Explosive Substauotl 
theouus of proving that the making or possession was lawful. It also providet\i 
~deQ.uate)y for the punishment both of principals and accessories. 
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PUnlshment for 
attempt to CQu.,e ex-

• p!OSlOD, or for mak­
mg or keepmg explo­
sive with mtent to 
endanger hfe or pro­
perty. 

4. Any person who unlawfully and ma.li­
ciously-

(a) does any act with intent to cause by an 
explosIve substa nce, or consptres, to caUlle by an 
explosive substance, an exploslOn in BrItish 
India of a nature hkely to endanger life or to 
cause serlOUS mjury to property; or 

(b) makes or has 10 hIs possession or under hIS oontrol any ex­
plosIve substance wlth lOtent by means thereof to endanger life, 
or Cause serlOUS mjury to property 10 British IndIa, or to enable any 
other person by means thel eof to endanger !tfe or Oause serious 
injury to property 10 Bllth,h India; shall, whether any explo­
sIon does or doe'! not take place and whether any injury. to 
person or property has been actually caused or not, be punished 
with transportatlon for a term whICh may extend to twenty years, 
to which fine may be added, or WIth imprisonment for a term which 
may extend to seven years, to WhlOh fine may be added, 

Non;s. 
(1) The ac(,u~ed got made for hllli ,Ill Iron arch and also gave a false name when 

he got the arch made It was al~o proved that a PleC(, of a paper found at the house 
of the accused wa~ tak('n from d copy of a certam book, and the scrdps found at the 
scene of exploslOIl were taken from a lOpy of the barne book Held, that the facts 
proved were not suffiCient to sustnm the conVICtIon of the accused for the offence of 
murder and for an offenl>(' under sectIOn 3 of the ExplOSive Substances Act, 1908. 
Per Ohllj JustlC( -TIlt' essence of the offence under sectIOn 3 of Aot VI of 1908, IS 
the unlawfully and rnahciOu~ly cau,mg, by an explOSIve bubqtdnce, an explOSIon vfa 
nature lIkely to endangpr lIfo or to eau~(' serIOUS mJury to property. Per Abdur 
Rahim. J -Under sedlOn 5 of tile ExplOSive Subbtances Act, It IS not neeessary 
to corne to any more defimtE' findmg than that the accused hud posbesslon·of the 
explOSIve suhstanc(' under ~U'PICIOU" Circulllsta!l(,es The gist of sectlOll 3 of the Aet 
IS the caublllg of an explOSIOn unlawfully and mahclously, whll>h must be proved in 
the ordlllary way The law makes the contents of a report of a Chemloal Analyst to 
the Government, ('VIdence, dnd dlspem('b With the neCf'.~Ity of exam11l1llg the expert 
as a wltnesb 111 the (,a~e But such report can be of no use unless there IS proof of 
Identltv ot the arbeles found durmg mve.,tlgatiOn and s~nt to the ('hemlesl Exammer 
With the artlCle& exanuned by hUll Per Benson, J -The fact'! proved In thiS case 
lead one clearly to the behef that the first accused ('Ither hlms('lf made the bomb and 
burled It 111 the path where It explod('d, or caubed It to be made and burIed there by 
some other person, and m either cabe he Ib equally gUIlty on the prlllclple qUI Jaett 
per altum jarat per se If a person bunes a bomb 111 a frequented path where It IS 
almost certam to be trodden all, and to explode and <-ause the death of anyone tread. 
IIIg on It, and If It does, 111 fact, explode and cause death, that person III guilty of 
murder, unless he can explam hIS actIOn 111 such a way as to negatIve the mference 
al> to hiS IIItentlOn whIch the nature aT'd circumstances of the act suggest. 
CHUKKAPALU RAMAYYA (l91Q) 20 M L. J. 657. 

(2) Malice 111 the legal bense IS not confined to personal spite agamst llldlviduaIs 
but conslsts III a conacioua violation of the law to the preJudIce of another. In the 
legal sense It means a wrongful act done mtentlOnally Without Just cause Or excuse. 
It IS 111 the legal sense that the word "maliCiously" III S 318 used 
BHAGAT SINGH A. I. R. 1930 Lah. 260 

(3) Where a complamt was filed by a Sub· Inspector of Pohce before tbe 
suh-dlvllilional magistrate, of an offence under s. 399 1. P. C, and the facts 
disclosed also an offGnce under s. 4 (bJ of the Explosives Substances Act of which 
the magistrate c.ol1ld not then take cognizance for want of the consent of 
Government, under s, 7 of the Act, and a complaint was subsequen~ly 
'filed b;V the Supermtendent of Pohce, with such consent obtatned belote 

the additlQl1al district magistrate .-Held, that the latter hnd lUftlidicilOn to ialr;. 
oognizanoe of the offence and that the initIatIon and oon1anuahon of the pl'Qceedlnp 
by hun were legal, notWlthlitandlng that he had not Withdrawn the original case to.hbl 



316 EXPUlSIVE SUlISTAl'lC1!lS ACT, VI OF 1908 (S~. 4). 

own file :-Held, also, that, in any case, having regard to B. 529 (11).530 (k), and 531, 
Or. P. 0, unless it appeared that the prooeedlngs wroagly held had. in fact. 
occasioned a failure of justice. they could not be !jet aside. A search for exploBivea 
by police offioers of rank not below thdt of an inspector, is legal under rule 32 (1) {b) 
of ~he Government Rules framed under the Indian Explosives Act (IV of 1884). 
S.309 (1). Cr. P. C, requires the opinions of the 8\!beSSors to be btated orally, and not in 
writing or In the form of a judgment under s 367. Under s. 399, I. P. C., having in 
possession or immediate control, any explosive bubstance is one of several mettns to 
the end, whereas, under q. 4 (b) is the offence itself, provlded the necessary intent 
is proved. In order to render documents found in the possession of a party admissible 
against him as proof of theIr contents, it is neceSSary to show that he has in some 
way identifiE'd himself or, In other words, has by any act, speech or writing mani­
fested an acquaintance With. and knowledge of the contents of all or any of them 
The rule would apply moro strongly where Rome of the papers and letter~ were 
received. and o~hers written, by the party against whom they are sought to be used. 
LUIT CHANDRA CHANDA CHAUDHURI (1912) 39 Cal. 119, 15 I. C. 665, 13 C.L.J. 433. 

(4\ An accused i~ entitled to know With certamtyand accuracy the exact 
value ofthe charge brollght agamst him. But whpre the accu&ed fully understood 
the nature of the offencE' with which tlH'y were charged, they had clearly not been 
prejudiced by the omlSSlon of the words "unlawful and malieiou.I,," and "10 British 
India" occurring in s. 4 (b). Such an omlssion can be cured by the verdict, Where 
the illegal act charged under &.120 B., I. P. C., l~ unlawful and malimous possession 
of explosive qubstances within tlj(, m('uning of s. 4, 1t is not es~entlal to specify in the 
charge the explosive substance whIch tIl(' I1ccu~ed have conspired to have in their 
possesHion or undcr their control. If A, Band C conspire to make, or have in their 
possession or under their control, an ('xplosive substance wltilln the meaning of the 
Aet, and, If in pursuance of surh COllhlnrlll'Y, A makes or has 10 his possession or 
under his control an ... <plo.ive bubbtance, tlH'y may, if the Court thlllks fit, be charged 
and tried together under s. 120 B., 1.1'.0, and s. 4 (b) of Act VI of 1908. If all the known 
conspirators named in tho charge arc not placed on tholr trial, the trIal of some 
(separately) without the other~ is not vitlatE'd. If tho accused havc committed an 
offence under s. 4 (b) III pur~uanc!' of crH11lnal con"piracy, it I~ open to thE' Crown 
to prosecute them for buch offence., Irr('~pl ctlve of thE' question of ultimate 
design' of the allegpd con~plracy. S. 4 sub~tantlally reproducE'. th(' provisions of 
s. 3 of 46 eh. 3 (Explosive Subbtanceb Act, 1883) consoqucntly the expression 
"unlawfull, and maliciousl," may he IOterprE'ted 10 thc bcns£' 10 whICh it lS familiarly 
used in the criminalll1w of England "Unlawfully" Signifies "not for a lawful object," 
and "maliciously" sigmfies "mttmtionally and Without Justification or excuse or 
claim of rlght." The term "e"ploaive sub.tan"." as m.od in ~. 4 (b) lIlcludes any part 
of an apparatus, macillne or Implement mtendpd to be u~('d or adaptE'd for causing 
or aiding in C'lIu",iug any ('xplo~lvo substance, and "by mean~ thereof does not mean 
by means thereof alone". The referelJce of faot may legItimately be drawn that the 
"explo8ive Bubstanoo" made and PO~sf'sspd by SasltIlka werE' intE'nded for ua. In 
British india. It lS the duty of the pro~eelltioll, not so muC'h lO secure a eonvictlOn 
all to place all the avallable evidenco In the case fdlrly and fully before the tribunal 
by which alone the guilt or IIlnocence of the accused is to be determined. "The proof 
of the case against the prisoner must depend for its support not upon the absenoe 
or want of any explanation OJl the part of the prisoner, but upon the positive 
affirmative eVidence of his gUilt that IS given to the Crown." But "if there is a 
certain appearance made out agamst a party, if he is involved by the evidenoe In a 
state of considerable suspicion he lS called upon, for hie own sake and his own safety, 
to state and bring forward the oircumstanoes, whatever they may be, whicil might 
reoonclle such suspicious appearances with pE'rfeot innocence." While it is not 
neeessary to prove manual poaMl .. ion of the explosive aubatanee by the aC(lul>ed, it 
mUlt be proved that it was in hiS power or control: pos_aion to be punishable 
must also be p08sesllion with knowledge and assent. The mere fact that the other 
acoused were in the room does not show they were in possession of all or of any of the 
things oontained thereiu. When the evidence at th\! disposal of the prosecution I. 
lDsuft\cient to secure a cOllviction for the crlme committed, it is inexpedient, even 
though it may be lawful, to pl'oae"ute the accuutd for a oonsplraey thE' proof whereof 
really rests on the e~tablishment of that very crIme. .A man's guilt is to be establish­
ed by proof of 1ihe facts allelad and not by proof of his charaoter, such eviden~ mi,b.' 
create a prejudiCe. but not lead a step towards sublltantiaiion of guilt. In India, .. 
in England, the Becused are entitled in oross-e:a:aminaiion to elioit facts ill.up~ 
of tbeir defenoe from the prosecution witnesses wholly unconnecied with .he 
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examination-in.ohlef. In the oourse of cross-examination of thIs oharacter the 
defence lire entItled, In VICW of the generalIty of 8 143 of the EVidence Aot, to ask: 
leading questlons Under s 154, the Court has the dIscretion to permtt the prollllc!itl" 
tton to test, by way of cross-exammatlOn, the veraCIty of theu own wltneilS9l; whh 
regard to the (unoonnected) \l atters elicIted by the defenoe In cross-examination 
lwh:')e In tbe Untted States a party has no right to cross-examulO any wltness, except 
as to cIrcumstances connected wIth matters stated In hIS eXSllllnatlOn-m-oluef, and 
if he wishes to exam me hIm respeotIng other matters he mUbt do so by makmg him 
his own witness and by calling hIm as such III the subsequent progress of the case]. 
The defence IS not entitled to elloit from the llldlvldual prosecution wltncll&(Js 
whether he was II '1py or an mformer, or to dlbcover from pohoe offiolalb the names 
of persons from whom they had receIved Information, but a detoctlve cannot refuse. 
on grounds of pubho pohey. to answer a questIOn as to whE're he was secreted. In 
striotly oarrymg out the prOViSIon of s 300 (1), Cr PC, by the dally r!?admg over 
lD open COllrt of the depobltlon of such wltne~~, the Court does not lay Itself open to 
critiCIsm though that procedure should occupy oonslderdble t1me. Though written 
statements may bo aooepted from tho aocusod In <lccordan('o With the universal 
p).'actlOe In the courts under th9 Calcutta HIgh Court, they do not take the plaoe 
of eVldonce nor of such ('X<.lmmatlOn of the accu&od as IS contemplated by 1.1. 
342, Or. P 0 
AM RITA LAL HAlRA. (1915) 420,11 957,190 W N 676,210 L. J. 331. 

(5) Not only the term "poaaellion" Imply knowledge but tho expression 
"maliCiously" a& used III b 4, connote, mtentJOn But neIther knowledge nor Illten­
tlOn as to the U~(1 to bl' mdde of an obJect, (,dn \)(\ Imputed to a person who IS not 
conscIous of eXI"tt'ncl' Where thl' portlOn of a houoe 1n wlnoh the artIcle Is found 
IS not III the I'xclu~lve PO~~l'~~lon of anyone I1ll'mbe>r of tllf' joint family, but II! used 
by. or a('cosslble to all the me!1lhPr~ of the farntly there II> no prE'l>umptlon that the 
artlCle IS m the pGssession or control of any person other than the house master 
or the head of the famIly But It 18 oven to the prosE'< utJOn to prove that the 
pos~e!lsJOn Wd~ WIth borne otlH'r member of the fdnnly, and that member would then 
be lIable to account for It (15 All 129 folld) 
DULA SINGH A. 1. n 1928, Lahore 272. 

(6) In regard to a crmllnal chdrge, "hen an artlde IS found In a room 
to WhICh several person" have dCC(>"o", It cannot \w held to be m the llO!lllee­
sion of anyone ot them Whpn a bomh WdS found m one> of the rooms of a 
house to whICh all the mmates of the house had accebS, held, that It could 
not be held that a partJ('ular IIImate was In POS.,eSSlOn of the bomb wltrun 
the meaDing of the Act, although thp findlllg of the bomb III a room 
assigned to one of the IIlmateq might bE' fall' ground for Imputmg to hun the 
pos'lession or control of the bomb wlthm thp mealllng of the Aot The eVidence 
of oonduct of an accused person unll'~'! It IS lllconlplltible With hIS mnocence, is 
1n fact a make weIght and nothmg more, and ('are should be taken that It may 
not have an exaggerated efiE'ct It d('pend& upon temperament, surroundIngs and 
oiher Clroumstances as to how a man would a(,t III a partl('ular Situation 8.114 
all these combme to fOl'm a 1ll0~t fallaClollb baSIS for as!>umed conclUSIOns. It 
is dangerous to COUVICt on a "harge whICh ('over& II Wide penod of tIme and 
WhICh 19 supported by eVIdence mdefiDlte as to the POint of tllne when the oft'&nC8 
was comnllttl'd Wht'n d charge of conbplla{,y agamst the dccubed was framed 
In these words .-"That you -on or betweE'n the 8th of June 1908 and 31st July 
1908, at Mldnapur, unlawfully and maliCIously consplrl'd to cause by all explosive 
substance, VtZ, Ii bomb an Elxplo'llon lD Brltl~h Indla of a nature hkdy to endanger 
hfe, aud thereby comJllltted an ofience, eto, " Semble -That the charlie sbou.d 
Aave speCified With what other pf"rsons the accused had conspired In a ormu.nal 
trial, two documents were made exhIbits one of which purportl;"d to be a record 
of contemporaneous statements made to the pohee by an mformer In their senrice 
altd the other a document written up by a pohce officer for the purpose of asaialla 
the tnfOl'mer m conneotlOn With the evidence, which the police, then expeotel 
he would give held, t.hat the IItatements contaIned In the documents were ~ 
6V'1dence acains1; the accused, but they were useful 111 80 far as they tended Iq 
fIlPH8 the l11ethoos employed 1n gettIng up the prosecutton ease: their evlde1aliaw 
TiJUe ._ in nQ sense oon8iru('tlve, but if anything, d91ltrlfoiive of the cue agthild 
-1he ac.ous.ed. 
-To()llB.Alf GSO$H 13 C. W ••• _ 
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{7) Where there is no means of discriminating between the cases of the various 
persons found in house where incriminating articles ai'El discovered and tho 
ciJeumstances point to the conclusion that every person fOllnd in the hou.e was 
a member of the occupancy, absence of proof that a particular person was thel'o 
innocently leads to the conclusion that no one's presence was innocent. Temporary 
residenoe in a house oontaining explosive articles, even with the knowledge of 
their existence there is not possesl>ion within the meaning of s. 5 of the Explosive Act. 
Conspiracy to possess connotes some act of possession of attempted possession, 
HARI NARAYAN CHANDRA AND Oas. A. 1. R.1928, Cal. 27. 

(9) Vide A. 1. R 1927, Bom. 21-Kulloppa Dandappu note [U under sec. 7 page 319. 

5. Any person Who makes or knowingly has in bis 'po~session 

Punishment for 
making or possess· 
ing exploBives under 
suspicious circums­
tances. 

or under his c"ntrol any explosive substance, 
under such circumstances as to give rise to a 
reasonable suspicion that he is not making it or 
does not have it in his possession or under bis 
control for a lawful object, sball, unless he ca.n 
tlhow that he made it or had it in his posllilssion 

or under his oontrol for a lawful object. be punishable with trans­
portation for a term which may extend to fourteen years. to which 
fine ma.y be added, or with imprisonment for a term which may 
extend to five years, to which fine may be added. 

NOTES. 
(1) The acoused person had pointed out and was a more 1001 for disclosing the 

e"istence of some explosives froll! place'S of whioh he had no exclusive possession. 
Held; that still it was for the prosecution to show that from the facts it could 
be inferred that thA~e articles were in control and possession of the lice used : 
18 P. R. 1917 Cr. Ref. 
AMRIKla SINGH A.1. R. 1931 Lah. 50. 

(2) It is not that every person in a joint Hindu family should merely on 
the ground thllt a bomb is found in the joint family residence, be liable to be 
imprisoned and tried for an offonce under B. 5. If, the article is fonnd in the 
portion of the house of which one member of the family have the exclusive use, 
such member must prima facie be held responsible for anything that is found therE<. 
But if tho the arUcle is found in II portion of the house of which all the members 
of the fllmily have use, then prima facie the kut/a of the family is rospon~ihle. 
But in either case it is only a presumption which may be rebutted and if the police 
aot. on the information, which they believe, showing the arti.ole found in a house 
is in the exclusive posse~sion of one member of the family and the article is found 
In a portion of the joint family residence of which a.ll the members of the family 
have the use, then the head of the family is not liuhle to arrest merely 011 the 
ground the IIr.tiCle is found in a portion of the house to which ull the family can resort. 
PEARY MOHAN DAB (1912) 16 C. W. N. 145, 13 Cr. L. J. 65. 

6. A nv person who by the supply of or solicitation for money, 
the providing of premises, the supply of materia.ls, 

punishment. 0 f or in any manner whatsoever, procures, counsels, 
abet.tors. aids, abets, or is accessory to, the commission 
of any offence under this Act shall be punished with the punishment 
provided for the offence. . 

NOTES. , 
The intentioll to prooure. oounsel, aid, abet or to be accessory to the oommission 

aUhe offence is a neoessary in.redient of tile offence under seo. 6 aud ordinarlly. 
it is 'the prlmary' intention of the accused that must be tak,en into consideration in 
detel'miniq bis guilt. . 
Bt¥'-l. PaASAD JAIN S5 Cr.L. J. Lah, '152.' 



7. " No Court 

Restriotion on 
~ri81 of offenoes. 

shall proceed to thetria.l of any peiflonfol'a,l 
offenoe a.gainst this Act except with , tb~ oODee.t: 
of the local Gveroment or t.he GOVIlIt'nor.GenAI'IIi'l 
in Council. 

NOTES. 

(1) A Court convicting an accused undor tho Act on a consent given under 
s. 7 may convict him of an offenoe under a scctiOll of the Act even different from 
what the oonsenting authority mentions in the c,lrder of conlfl"l, provided that the 
fact stated in the consent order and those upon which the conviction is based ,are 
the same, S. 330 Cr. P. C. fully authorises sucb a oourse. , 
AM4R SINOH 31 P. R. 1919 Cr., 55 I. O. 102. 

(2) ,The failure to obtain necessary consent of Government as required by S60. 7 
does not invalidate the commitment ploceedings conducted by Magistrate for an offel;loe 
under s. 4, and exclusively triable by the Sessions Court as the committal proceedings 
are only inquiry as definod in 01. (K) of s. 4, Cr, P. C. ' 
KULA-PPA DANDAPPA A. 1. R. 1927 Born. 21. 
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Lo .. e •. Thefts and Recoveries of Firearms and Ammunition. 
1. In supersession of the existing orders on the subject the 

following instructions have been issued by the Government of India. 
regarding the reporting of losses and thefts of Government and 
private firearms a.nd ammunition capJ.ble of beIng used for milita.ry 
purpolles are issued with the a.pproval of the Government of India.. 
(Govt. of India, Intelligence Bureau, Home Dept .. Memorandum 
no 13! A a.nd A/34 dated the Octr. 1934.) 

2. Under Military Regulations. Officers Crlll1manding detach­
ments report the loss or recovery of arms, important components 
or ammunition to the Superintendent of Pohce or. if the loss or 
recovery takes place in It Native State. to the Political Officer. The 
Superintendent of Pohce or Political Officer. is then responsIble for 
all further action towards the tracing and recovery of the lost or 
stolen articles. 

3. Reports should be made by Superintendent'! of Police and 
Political Officers to the Provinci[d Criminal Investigation Depart. 
ment of the 1081'1. theft nr rec')YGry of arm", Important components 
a.nd ammunition coming under the following category. of which 
they may receive information from any source. whether milita.ry, 
civil or private :-

(1) Machine gunR, Light automatics, Grenades and articles of 
Royal Air Force armaments. 

(il) Rifle". Revolver& and Pistols,-Government or private. 
(m) Barrels and holts of 303 bore. 

• 

(1/)) AmmunitlOn for cannon, machine guns and high velocity 
rifles. 

(0) High explosives whether in bulk or in ma.de-up charges in­
clud jug fu&es and d etonatol''l. 

4. (a) Reports concerning items of the above category Bhould be 
made by telegram whenever thert) 18 pl/flln ja(/(' evidence 01' 

reasonable suspicion of a recent theft. In other rases report should 
be made by letter. In all cases every effort must be made to in­
clude either In the initial report or lD a very early continuation reo 
port the fullest posf>ible detAil" both for tho identification of the 
missing arms. components or ammunition and as regards the 
methods and identity of the thieves. 

(li) Provincial Crim.nal InvestigatIOn Department on receipt of 
reports according to the above instructions wIll be reRpon~lble for 
the direction of suitable action for detectIOn and recovery. If ill any 
ca.se there ma.y appear grounds for su~pectmg the agency of profes­
sional arms thieves from the North.West Frontier. telegraphic 
information giving the fullest available particulars should be sent to 
the Assistant to the Inspector General of Police, O. I. D. N. W. F. P., 
Peshawar, (Telegraphic address-"Punishment Peshawar.") 

5. A return of all identifiable armfl, etc., lost, stolen or recovered 
should be maintained hy the Provincial Oriminal Investigation 
Depa.rtment and should be sent in annually to the Director, Intelli­
gence Bureau. 

6. All reports of losse!'. thefts a.nd recoveries of a.rms, etc., should 
be publiRhed by the Provincial C. 1. Depa.rtments in their Crimina.l 
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Intelligenoe Gazettes or Confidential Supplements. Such reporte 
must invariably include all details necessary to esta.blish the 
identity of any particular weapon or component pa.rt. 

7. When losses are sufficiently serious to be brought to the 
notice of the Government of India, or to rank as matter of publio 
interest. as well 80S in the following cases .-

(a) When the theft appears to be the work of Ut Khels or other 
professional rifle thieves, 

(b) When the loss appears to indicate that standing rules for the 
custody of arms and ammunition, either in possel!!sion 
of regiments or individuals or during transit by rail or 
otherwise are defective and should be a.mended. 

intimation of suoh losses should be telegraphed to the Director 
Intelligence Bureau, Ne8~m~:lhl by the Provincial O. I. Department. 

and copies of all subsequent reports submitted by the Superinten­
dent of Polioe should also be sent to him. 

8. In the particular case of revolvers and pistols, all losses. 
thefts and recoverif''! should be reported to the Director, Intelligence 
Bureau, by the provincial Crmllnal Investi~ation Depa.rtments. 
The reports regarding recoverle<; should include information, if 
pO'lsible, as to where, when and from whom the weapon was 
obtained by the person from whom it is recovered. All reports 
should be submitted as soon as convenient after the loss, theft or 
recovery. 

9. No report need be made under these rules in the case etf the 
IQSS or theft of smooth-bore weapOIl"!, ammunition for such weapons. 
swords, bayonet& or accoutrements. COllverted Martini-HenrieR 
and Slllders are classed as smooth-hore weaponF!. 

10. Deliberate attempts to smuggle arms and ammunition into 
India. by land or sea, or air, should promptly he reported to the 
Director, Intelligence Bureau. Similarly the discovery of fire-arms 
which appear to have been deliberately smuggled into India should 
also be reported to the same quarter. 

In all instances, full particulars of the articles seized, suoh as 
the maker's name, place of manufacture. number, bore and other 
distinguishmg marks in the case of firearms j and maker's name, bore 
and distinguishing marks in the case of cartridges, should he 
communioated at the time the report iF! made or as soon afterwards 
as possible. Information, if availa.ble, obta.ined from the gmuggler or 
otberwi!'e, as to where, when and from whom the weapon. etc., were 
obtained should be gi vent Whenever a prosecution is initiated with 
respect to a reported case of smuggling of, or attempt to smuggle, 
arms and ammunition, the result should also be communicated to the 
Direotor, Intelligence Bureau. 

These instructions do not affect the quarterly returns of arm. 
and ammunition seized by the CustomR, which should oontinue k> 
be submitted by the O. I. Departments of Ma.ritime provinoes as a.t 
pre~nt. 
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Grant of Shooting Pa •• e. for .porting purpo.e •. 

t. Home Dept. rplI. no. 14fi8-84. daled the 27th Sppir. 1895 -In 
resolution, No. 1755-70, dated the 24th September 1879, Local 
Governments and Administrations were requested to instruct 
di.trict officers to take every opportunity of warning Englishmen 
and others against entering on htandiug crops for sporting purposes 
unless they tint obtained the permission of the owners to do so. 
The Government of India have recently had brought to the ir notice 
a case 111 which an European, while out shooting, caused the death 
of two natives-ill an affrdY arising out of the fact that he sbot 
peafowl in the vicinIty of a village. The rules issued by the 
milttary authorities for regulating the grant of shooting passes to 
Briti"h soldiers provide all th e safeguards that are practicable to 
prevent affrays between soldiers and villagers; but there are at 
present no orders ensuring thJ.t such warnings shall be given as 
may, so far as is pOSSIble, duly direct and regulate the conduct 
of sportsmen other than !ololdler'l. The Governor-GAnerai in Council 
accordlllgly uC!olires that lllstructions should be issued by Local 
Governments and AdmiUl"!trations to district officers to warn 
sportsmen, whether European"! or others 

(1) against trA"'passing on standmg corps without the consent 
of the owner", 

(2) against shootll1g peafowl, Of other birds or animal"! which 
are looked upon a"! sacred, in the vicinity of villages or 
habItations, 

(3) against shooting domestic animals, such as dogs or pigs, and 
(4) generally again"t '3hootlllg in the immediate vicinity of 

villages, temples and mosque!'. 

2. (1) Home Dept. lett( I. No. dna, ,'ated the jj,.,t Zh. 19()O.-I 
am directed to fOl ward a copy of the revised rule" for the grant 
of shlloting passes to BrItish boldlers in India which have been 
approved by the Governor General in Council and published in 
the Gazette of India. of the 27th OctolJPr 1 !)()O, and to request that 
the special attention of the local Civil officers concerned in the 
administration of the rules may be drawn to them. 

(2) These rules are drawn up chiefly for the guidanoe of the 
military authoritiell, but their succes'lful working cannot be insured 
without the co operation of the civll officers. The Governor­
General in Council, therefore, considers it necessary that the duties 
of the latter class of officers respecting this matter should be clearly 
laid down. 

(3) In the revised rules it has been provided that the Oommand­
ing Offioer of a Regiment or Detachment ill at once to send to the 
District Magb;trate the substanoe of any report (together with a 
eopy of the complaint if any) that may be made by the member 
of a shooting party VI ho is in charge of the pa.rty, on their return 
toQ quarters, f8'!peoting any breach of the rules, a.ny affray with 
natives, or any mi&hap which may have occurred during the absenoe 
of the party. The Government of India consider it neoessa.ry that 
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the District Officer also should communicate to the Oommanding 
Officer immediate information of any breach of the rules by men 
under hIs command that may be reported to the civil authorities. 
Cases have come to the notice of the Gov81llor-General in Oouncil 
in which the civil (].uthoritie'l have omitted to make a report upon 
such occurrences to the Officer Commanding the Regiment, who 
remained in ignorance of tbe affair until a report was called for 
from Army Head Quarters or by the Government of India, or until 
the police inquiry had been completed. I am to request that, to 
enable the Commanding Officer of a Regiment or Detachment to 
take suitable notice of any infringement of the shooting pass rules 
orders may be issued which wIll insllre due information being com­
municated by tlte Dhtrict officer to the local Military authorities in 
cases which may come to his notice. 

(4) 'rhe revised rule lays down that Officers Commanding sta­
tIOns and Officers Commanding troops about to march will 
commUlllcate with the civil district officer in order to 
ascertam-

(a) in what 10calitJe<;; shooting ought to be forbidden. and 
((I) what animals or birds are regarded by the inhabitants as 

~acred or ure protected by rules relating to the establieh­
ment of a close ..,eason. 

There is, however, more continuity in the Civil District OffiCeJF, 
where the establtshments, If not the officer!;, are to a great extent 
permanent, than in Military CantonmentI'<. With a view, therefore, 
t.o guarding against the provi<;ion of the rule belllg overlooked, I am 
to request that instructions may be issued to Commist;.ioner& and Dis­
trict Officers to the effect that on the arrival of a corps or detach ment 
In a civIl dibtrict, the DIstrict Officer r:.hall at once certify to the 
Officer Commanding the corp" or detachment what localitiel'. ani­
mals and birds are forbidden for shooting purposes, eIther absolutely 
on account of the prejudice::; of the inhabitant!', or for parts of the 
year in accordance with the rules for close season~. In defining 
tracts of country where shooting IS to be allowed, the local officers 
should be directed to bear in mind the orders contained in Home 
Dep81tment circular letter No. 30-1012-1028 dated the 31st July 
1883. and to take care that no tracts are included where owing to 
the religious prejudices of the people, the agricultural circumstances 
of the district, or other bufficient ca.uses, there would be risk of 
danger if free permission to shoot were accorded. 

(5) In the circular of I,he 31st July 1883 referred to above, and 
in no. 1k-1230-1239, dated the 31st July 1891, local Governments and 
Administrations were requeAted to instruct the District authorities 
to cause the shooting pass rules to be explained to villager'l in the 
neighbourhood of cantonments, and to warn auch vlllagers against 
interfering with soldiers out shooting and using violence to them, 
and also against taking thE> la.w into their own IHl.l1ds in cases in 
which soldiers infringe the rules. The Governor-General in Council 
now direots that the substance of the revised rules!. so far as they 
affect the villagers should be periodically notilied in simple 
language in the villages a.nd tracts where soldiers are in the habit of 
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shooting and that District Officers should impress upon la.ndlords. 
headmen and village pohee that they a.re expected to gi'VE) their 
assista.nce in avoidIng c'itsputes with soldiers out shootIng. The 
hfladmeu and village police must see that soldiers conducting them­
selves properly are not molested. and that any complaints of mit. 
conduct are reported to the proper authorities. In cases in which 
notice of the probable advent of a. shooting party has been sent to 
the District Officer under the revised rules, he should with as little 
delay as pos~nble, send wtwlatlOn to the headmen and village police 
(so far as this can be done) stating that a &hooting pass has been 
issued and that they are to see that quarrels are aVOIded. VIllagers 
should on no account take the Jaw into their own hands. but should 
lodge any complaint they have to make in a legal manner. 

(6) In the circular from this Department no. 234:~58, dated the 
14th October 1887, importance of conducting prompt investigation 
into cases of affrays between European soldIers and native villagers 
was inculcated; and it was desired that. 0/1 the occurrence of a 
serious affray, the district Magistrate should Invariably either 
himself proceed to the place or at once depute an European Magis­
trata or the District Superwtendent of Police In order to inve~tigate 
the matter on thl' 'lpot at the earhe.,t possible time after the occur­
rence. I am now to request that in<;tructlOn"l may be issued that 
the investigation of a case betwepn natives and soldier" arising out 
of a shoottng dispute bhould, whenever pOSSIble, be entrusted to 
an English MagIstrate or Police Offie'er not lower in rank than 
Al'sist",nt Superintendent. and that when such ca'les COme into 
Court they should he tried by the DH..trict or Joint Maghtrate. In 
cases which are not cogl11zabla by the pohce. or where the prosecu· 
tion IS not undertaken by the civil authOrities, the civil Dh,trict 
Officer shall inform the Commanding Officer of the Corps or detach­
ment concerned to that effect, for such actIon as the latter may 
consider fit to hke 

(7) In conclusion, I am to say that the Government of India 
think it deSIrable that each C'orumiH"Il0ner, Dilotrict and Sub.DIvi­
sional Magistrate sheJUld be furnIshed with a copy of the revised 
rules as a separate pu\)ltcation. 

APPENDIX III TO THE ARM.Y REGULATIONS, INDIA, 
VOLUME II. 

Rulea relatin, to the poslellion of private arms by Indian Officua, 
British and Indian other ranka. 

1. General proviaiona.-The Indian Arms A ct provides tha.t 
any person di~posmg of arms, which he possesses, for his own 
private use to any other person not entitled by law to possess the 
same, is liable to be punished with imprisonment for three yea.rs, 
or with fine. or ~ith both. 

If any person wishes to dispose of arms and ammunition either 
by prive.te sale, publio auction or otherwise, he will a.oertain that 
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the would be purchaser is a. person entitled byla.w to posse_s thE 
satne ; and if 8uch person's name does not appeal' in the o ffioia. I 
army o'r civil lists, he will apply to the Magistl'ate or Deputy CDill' 
missioner of the district, or to the local Political Officer, 11.8 the 
Case may be, for permission for the transaction to take pla.ce. III 
the caee of individuals under the rank of officer the above procedur~ 
will be conducted through the Unit Commander. 

2. British soldiers.-Firearms purchased by B~'it.ish soldierf 
be inspected by the armourer sergeant or arma.ment artificer, and 
pa.ssed by the Unit Commander. A register will be kept of all arm.! 
in which will be recorded description, sales or other dispotlals. 
Private arms supplied by Government for sporting purposes will 
be in8pected monthly by the armourer sergeant or armll.menl 
a.rtificer. '. 

3. Indian officers.-An Indian officer is allowed, after bavini 
obtained a licence, for which no fee will be charged to carry 01 

posse !IS, for his personal use,' arms and ammunition to the extellt 
a.nd under the restrictions prescribed in Schedule r. Indian Arml 
Rules, 1924. 

4. Exemptions for certain retired Indian officera-A retired 
Indian officer in receipt of a pension, and who was exempt undel 
the Indian Arms Rule!', 1909, immedi~tely before coming into forCE 
of the Indian Arms Rules, 1920, is exempt from the provisions oj 
sections 13 to 15 of the Indian Arms Act, 1878. • 

5. Swords of Indian officera ....... A pass is not required for th~ 
regimental swords of an Indian officer proceeding on leave 01 
furlough, if permission to carry it is entered on his furlough 
certificate. 

6. Purchase of arms by Indian officers and other rank •. - An 
India.n officer or soldier shall not purohase arms or ammunition 
unless-

(il he has been furnished by competent authority with a written permi' 
specifying, in the case of arms. the period for which it is valid and. in the case 0 
ammunition. the IImount purchasable on the occasion of each individual purchase; 

(ii) the arms and ammunition are purchased ftom a person entitled under thl 
Indian Arms Act, 1878 (XI of 1878) and Indian Arms Rules, 1924. to possess 0: 
sell arms or alnmunition, 

(iii) the arm~ and ammunition so purchased by him and the arms and ammuni­
tion already possessed by him do not exceed tho number8 and quantity authorisec 
by these rules. 

. 7. Indian soldiera.-An Indian soldier is allowed. after having 
obtained II. licence for whioh no fee will be charged, toc!l.rryor 
possess, for his personal use, one gun or pistol, one sword, dagger 
Of knife, twenty cartridges. or an equivalent quantity of powder, 
bullets or shot, and caps. The conditions are :-

. (a) The soldier shall be of good character. 
- .. ----.---.-.--~----... *- .. ----.-.. -.-~,-.---.~----,--.~.-----~~.---~--------

t Note to rules 3 and 7,-The expression "permanently resides" occurrin,gin'bt 
.. proviso.io tbesu~rule(l) of rule 40 of ihe Indian Arms Rules, 1924. wbich applilt.,M 
»or .. I1O .. ,.n8 aubJ.·.~Il't1) ~be Indlan Army Act, 19.11. :tefers. to lobe pe.TX?anen.i .hOID.:8. '8J ......••. 
,alUlli"'l.ltt lQr It licence and not to the place where he 1$ for the tIme being f8eidiJq 

. '(filth 'thf'fil'8t Proviso and also the II.dd\tl.~ made to Rule 40 (1) of thelndtaa~1 
. ·lllfle~,pa.e 9(), . . 
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(b) Th!' arms shall not be of a class superIOr to that of thl' Brms muse lD the 
In chsu Army. IlOt a rltJp of 303 bore. nor a rHle of 450 bore, Imported subsequent 
to th(' 11th 83ptpmber, 19 J6 and he Illay nut !>o~ses~ ammUnition wbl(,h can be 
hred from a 301 rIfle 

(r) The pOHHeSblOn of armq and alllmumtJOn to whICh thp"o rules apply will be 
ImnlOdlat('iy report!'d and th!'lr dc ;,c rlptlOll ('ntered In tho prIvate arms regISter 
m"lutdtllfld III the' Illllt, cALr!ld~ of willch ~hall bo ~cnt wIth the mall'. documents 
whon hEl IS tranhfcrrpd 

(d) All arm~ WIll be hpt III th e <lrmoury WillIe the ,oldler I~ with 1m umt 
(I) '1'11(1 loq~ of drnl~ or ,ltllmUl1ltlOn will be lInmcdldtoly reported 

(j) 11 he WlqhC'" to tako Ill', nr l11 ~ 011 furlough or have. ho WII! obtam a pd~" 
from hlq Unit ('OIllTn tIIdor Thl'lla'> will hI' protlur('d on return, togother with tho 
THmb to which It rel,ltl' ; The ITll1t (OUlm mdpr Will qdtl!>fy hUll ,elf thdt th(, <lrms 
h lve not born Lhangnd f<lJiure to pro:l\lc~ til(' nrm, or PdhS wJlI be pumshed by 
df.'l>nY.1tlOn o f" plo,~for Ol\l Yl.tr. winch ,11Ouli hl' LOllllllUl1lcated to thl M.lgl~trate 
or Polltl(, 11 OffiUH LOI\Gl rlled 1f 1I1 ,JlhPl1 t t<' 10, found 111 PO"l ~,10 1l of <lrlll~ and 
ammunl tton not coypred bv 1 I' ll ,~, he IVlll he ll1<ld( oycr to tb~ n1lhtdry authonLIo'l 
for trial 

8 Passes -Everv pas:, .,hall he granted by the Unit Commander 
who "Ihd.1I not delegate hl» authOi Ity. The pa" ... '3h,dl contam -

(a) n full O( ,( 1l1,L1tJ1l or 'urn,. wIth d TCcord of thOlr dl"tlllctlYO Illark~, dud 
ammunltlOlI dutholl"ed b~ tho ]l \'9 

(Il) the PU( ntllgn r, ltJlon, Cll"'. trlb l Hnd home of tho holder of tho pa"" 

The Magistrate or PolItIcal Officel of the dl"trLCt In whICh the 
pa.ss.bolder Intend" to re-\(Ie bhail be fUfm.,hed with a duplicate 
COPy of the pass by the Umt Commander m the rase of men pro. 
ceedlllg on leave or fullough. When passes are cancelled or 
withdrawn the cIvil officer wIll wlIlformed 

A,pn"s "!hall not ue granted to an Indian officer or "oldler whose 
home 1"1 situated beyond the N. W. Frontier, unle<;" he shall have 
obtained, from 111'1 clansmen 10 the UDlt, and depo<;lted security to 
the full hlllls-frontier value for the return of any arm which It is 
propobtld to take away. The BrIgade Commander Will deCide what 
IS the tran,,·frontler value of any arm. 

9 Dillpo.aJ of arm. near the Frontier.-An IndIan officer or 
soldier shall not, unles'l authOrised by competent authOrIty, gIve or 
otherwl!~e tran'lter any fifle to whioh these rules apply, to any 
Indian whose home 1<, sItuated nea.r or beyond the N. W. ~"'rontIer. 

10 Forfeiture of aecurily.-When dn arm, for WhICh security 
hILS been depOSited and a pil.8'l gran ted, Iii not returned th e "ecunty 
sha.lI be forfeited and lhe clansmen of the defaulter shall. for a 
period not exceeding two years, be precluded from taking arms on 
furlough These cases WIll be reported to the Dlstnct Commander, 

11 Special licence for exporting arm. outside British 
India -An In(i1an soldier ~t the time ot lllS dlbcharge, possessmg a 
wea.pon requmug a lIoenoe, shall be warned, If 1118 home is sItua.ted 
beyond the liunts of Bntl'lh Jndla, thll.t he shall obtam, through his 
UllIt Commander an export hcence from the Ii'oreign and Pohtioa.l 
Department. except 10 the case of a h uk, I of a Gurkha. proceeding to 
Nepal. No export hoenoo Will be granted to II. trans-frontier trIbes­
man, excepL for arms certIfied by hiS UOlt Commander to ha.ve been 
brought from his home on enrolment. 



, 
PbSSESSION of PRIVATE ARlIS BY A1UtY O:rl!'IOERS. 8$~ 

U. Pensioners and re.erviats.-An Indian soldier> before tranl. 
ler to pension or reserve wishing to retain his private arms, subject 
to the extent specified in the first paragraph of this Appendix, will 
fill in a form in triplicate and give full description of the e.rms ill 
respect of which he desires exemption from payment of licence fees 
The Unit Commander will endorse his recommendation on all threE 
forms and will give one copy to the soldier before he lea.ves the unit. 
one copy will be despatched to the civil officer concerned, the third 
copy will be kept in the unit for record. 

13. Application of pensioners and reservists for renewal oj 
licence.-An application by a pensioner or reservist for renewal 
of licence, free of licence fee. wit! be submitted to the civil authorit~ 
through the Unit Oommander. 

14. Offences committed by pensioners or reaervisla.- Offence~ 
under the Arms Aot and Rules. committed by pensioners and 
reservists. will be dealt with ,n the ordinary manner, by the civil 
authorities. 

15. Report of loIS of arms by pensioners and reservislt.­
Every soldier before transfer to the pension establishment 0) 

reserve, and every reservist before returning home after training. 
shall be wa.rned by his Unit Commander that he must report thE 
loss or theft of any arms covered by his licence, to the near.sl 
police sta.tion as required by the conditions on the licence form. • 

16. Passes not to be given to discharged soldiers or re.ervist .. -
Soldiers and reservists on leaving the army cannot be granted 
arms passes and any such passes will be withdrawn from them. 

17. Sikh kirpan.-All kirpans possessed or carried by·Sikhs 
while serving in the Army are exempt from the operation of thE 
Indian Arms Act, 1878, and Indian Arms Rules, 1924, provided thel' 
conform to the measurements laid down, viz., maximum length oj 

blade of 9 inches and a maximum width of It inches. 

The following instructions will be observed by the military authorities iJ 
respect of the private arms of British and Indian ranks. ApplIcations from soldier 
received direct by Distnct Magistrates ~hould be returned to be forwarded ill aooord 
ance with this procedure. 

British and Indian soldiers who are still .ervin. -Oommanding officers will oal 
for descriptive returns of all private arms in posseSSIOn of the warrant an' 
non-commissioned officer~ and men of their units.-Nominal rolls Will th{'n be preparE" 
of soldiers of good character whose exemptIOn from the payment of licence fees I 
recommended.-An appilcation, accompanied by a copy of the nominal roll and ful 
descriptton of the private arms, WIll theu be submiited to the civil authoriilell 
concerned for the issue of the necessary hcences. 

Indian loldier. about to be transferred to the pension eatabli.h-ment or tile 
reune.-In the event of a soldier wishlDg to keep his private anns, after lellving 
tue colours, he should be required to fill in, in duplicate, a form giving full descriptfollS 
of the arms in respect of which he desires exemption from payment of licence fee •• 
The commanding offioer will endorse his reoommendation on both copies of the form 
and will make over one copy to the soldier and despatoh the o,her direct to t¥ 
civil officer conoernoo. 

Briti.h and Indian pen .... r. and re"ni.t.-will apply for exernp$ion ~ 
payment of licent'...e feos through their oommanding officers.-In the case ollbllildt. 
nns, the o()Ulmanding officer will be as defined In the "Indian Addendum to tM 
~iuus for the Army Resol"\l'e. 1911."-ln th'" case of "Indian ranits. Ul~ --Rut. 17-Att4tntion is invited to olause (14) of Schedule VI, Patr0 1'9. 
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applications s4QHld be :~ubmitted through tile officer co.mm&ndlng their lQ.~ " ..... 
or depot. if unitts on field service. (H. D. No. 1898 dated the lUll Oct. 1920. . 

Indian Army Order no. 303 of May 1928.-Arm. Licence. for lervin, Soldier .. 
Instances of the indiscriminate issue of recommeIldations by Officers Commanding 
Indian Unit. for the graut of arms liceHces to serving ~oldiers, particularly in Districts 
where large numbers of such men reside, have been brought to the notice of the 
Government of India. This has caused considerable embarrassment to the Civil 
authorities responsible for the issue of licences. In many districts It is imperative 
to restrict the number of licences granted, either hec·ause the total number of 
licc·nced weapons in the district is already exoessive, or for ot.her reasons. 
Consequently, if the number of recommendations by Commanding Officers is 
excessive, it becomes impossible for the Civil authorities to give such recommenda· 
tions the consideration to which they would normally be entitled. 

Commanding Officers must, therefore, take particular care in the issue of 
recommendations for licences to Holdiers, each case being dealt with on its merits. 
Such recommendations will be made on a definite form Signed by the Officer 
Commanding the Unit at the time, and contain a certificate that tho officer is 
satisfied that the arms are genuinely ·required for sporting purposes or the protection 
of crops. 

2. It has also been represented that in certain cases firearms of prohibited bore 
have been presentod by Commanding Officers to serving soldiers and Indian Officers 
without u.ny int,imation to tI,is offeet being sent to the Civil authorities concerned. 

The rules on the subject of the di~po8al of arms are contained in para. 1, of 
Appendix HT. H('gulation~ for the Army in Indin, page 324. On such presentation being 
proposed, fult details, with the amount of ammunition, will be sent to the Deputy 
Commissioner of the District in which the Indian Officer or soldier resides, and actual 
presenta tion will nut be made un til the proposed recipient is in possession of a 
licenoe to carry thc weapon in question. 

( .~----
The po .. el.ion of Government arm. and ammunition ia prohibited-vide 

ccnditions of lieeneD forms, and also the following extracts from the letter of the 
H. D. no. 848 dated the 6th May, 1896;-

1. "Troops in India are llonstantly subj9ct to thefts of arms of precision, and 
as these ar/llS are of littlo or 110 use without tlwir special ammunltioIl, it is c·oIlsidered 
by the military authorities highly important to prevent such ammunition from 
becoming generally available. 

It is evident, however, that in cases in which it may be desired to prosecute 
for the illicit possession of Government arms and ammunition, the onU8 of 
proving that such arms and amlllunition, are the property of the State, 
will lie with Government, unless, it can be shown that they bear a well-known 
distinguishing mar:c It appeared, therefore, to thE! Government of India necessary 
that some easily recognizable Government mark should be stamped upon all Govern­
ment arms and small-arms and machine-gun ammunition, whether manufactured 
in England or in India, and also .. .. that Government arms which 
have been sold or gi1.'en away should be suitably marked so as to show that they 
have oeased to be the property of Government. 

2. It has been arranged with the Secreta.ry of Stat.e for India that in the 
case of small-arm and machine·gun ammunition manufactured in England for UBe 
in India each cartridge will in future be stamped with the Government mark m on 
tho base. Arms obtained from the War Office in England bear the mark W" D 
and tho~e provided by India Office, London, are marked ill. I am to appe nd 
statement~* containing complete information as to the distinguishing Govern­
ment. marks on Governmen~ arms and ammunition whether manufaotured in 
England or in India. All arms which are sold 01' given away, and which thus 
oealile to be the property of Government, will be distinguished from Go vernment 
$rms by bearing the mark of inverted arrows together with the Arsenal monogram 
and date of issue in the places indicated at the end of the last statement. 

S. Instructions should now be Issued to district and other local authorities 
wlt.h a view to the prosecution, under the provisions of the Indian arms Act. 18'18, 
Of parsons who may be in possession of arms and ammunition whioh are tbe 
prOperty of Govern.mont. \ 

-----------~------------~~~~ 
{*Notl-l'he statements referred to are published on pages 160·180 of the Burma 

Arms Man~al,.Edn. 1926.1 
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Rules fo\' the Expwl. Imj)Ol'l and Tran~ort of Ar.., Amm".u~ 
tioD aDd Military Store. on Railway, passing through Indlll.n states. 

Whereas the Hulers or Administrators of the States mentio~led. 
in the second column of the Schedule hereto a.nnexed have ceded to 
the British Government full jurisdiction within the lands whioh lie 
within their respective territories, and are occupied or may be here­
after occupied, by the ra.ilways mentioned opposite their names, 
respectively. in the first column of the said Schedule (inoluding the 
lands occupied by stations and out.buildings and for other railways 
purpose) : In exercise of this jurisdiction, and of the power" conferred 
by sections 4: and 5 of the Foreign S" urisdiction and El'traditiotl A at 
(XXI of 1879), and of all other powers enabling him in this behalf. 
the Governor General in Council is pleased to direct that the follow­
ing rules shall be in force on the said lands: [For. Dept. no. 357&-1., 
dated the 29th Oct. 1895.1 

r. -In these rules "arms" \"ammunition" and "military stores" 
have, respectively, the meanings assigned to them in the Indian 
Arms Act (XI of 1878), except that the expression "military stores" 
includes sulphur when in quantities exceeding 10 seers in weight. 
and leaden bird-shot and bullets when possessed in quantities 
exceeding one hundred-weight at anyone time. 

"Export" means transmission by rail from any station in an,. 
of the said lands to any station beyond the said lands. 

"Import" means transmission by rail from any station beyond 
the said lands to any station within the said lands. • 

"Transport" means transmission by rail from one station in the 
said lands to another station in the said lands. 

Exvlanatioll.-Arms, ammunition and military stores taken 
from one station to another in the said lands across intervening 
territory which is not within the said lands are transported within 
the meaning of these rules. [For. Dept. no. 2143.B .• dated the 5th 
Aug. 1898.J 

n.-Ca) The export, without the special permission of the 
Political Agent, of arms, ammunition or military stores, is forbidden. 

(b) Station master to whom arms, ammunition or milit.ry 
stores, unaccompanied by evidence of such special permission are 
tendered for despatch shall detain them and report the ma.tter, 
through the Superintendent of aailway Polioe, for the orders of the 
Politioal Agent. 

III.-When any arms, ammunition or military stores are 
lmported they shall not be delivered to any importer or conligil" 
unle.s-

(0) the importer or cODsignee produces the original lice~e 
issued by the Seoreta.ry to the Government of India, Foreign DepUl" 
ment, or otber oompetent authority. authorising the export of 8ueh 
arms, ammunition or military .torts from Dritish India atad th-.ir 
import to lome .tation within the lands .. bove referred to. a.Dd 
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(b) the senior police oftic'er a.t the sta.tion at which the arma, 
ammunition or military stores have been received has compared the 
oonsignment with the licence and authorised the station ma.ster 
to make delivery. 

For the purpose of making the oomparison reguired by clause (b) 
the police officer shall have power to open any package which he 
thinks suspicious. 

IV.-Every station ma.sLer I'Il{111l give itfformation to the officer 
mentioned in clause (b) of the preceding rule of the arrival at his 
station of any consignment of imported arms, ammunition or 
military stores. 

V.-A station master at whose station a consignment of imported 
arms, ammunition or military stores is received may. after obtaining 
the sanction of the Superintendent of Railway Police, but not 
otherwise, forwa.rd the consignment, should the owner or consignee 
desire him to do so, to any other station within or beyond the lands 
above referred to. 

VI.-N 0 licence sha.1I be necessary in respect of arms or ammu­
uition ; but when any arms, ammunition or milItary stores are 
transported, im mediate informatlOn regarding such transport sha.ll 
be given to the senior police officer. if any. at the station of despatch 
and receipt by the station ma.sters concerned. 

VII.-Arms shall not in ordinary cases be taken from passen­
gers ; but if a station master has reasonable ground for apprehend­
ing a. disturbance from the possession of arms by a passenger, 
he nlay at any time, before such passonger has taken his place in 
the train, but not afterwards. refuse to carry him unless he delivers 
up his arms. If the passenger gives up his arms, they shall be 
labelled with the name and description of the owner entered in the 
roadway bill, a.nd delivered free of charge to the owner at his 
journey's end: 

Provided that no person who has been duly exempted from the 
opeution of sections 13 to 15 of the Indian Arms Act (XI of 1878) or 
has a licence to carry arms granted by competent authority, sball, 
except in the case of evident and undoubted necessity, be a.sked to 
give up his personal arms under this rule. 

VII I.-Every person employed upon the railway, shall, in the 
absence of reasonable excuse, the burden of proving which shall 
be upon him, be bound to give information to the nearest Police 
offioer regarding any box, packet or bale in transit which he may 
have rea.son to suspect contains arms, ammunition or military 
stores in respect of which an offence against these rules 'has been, 
or is being oommitted. 

IX.-(i) Whoever commits any of the following offences, 
namely,-

(a) exports any arms, ammunition or military stores without 
-obtaining the special permission of Political Agent required by 
rule II. 

(I) imports any arms, ammunition or military _totes without ... 
ltcence of the nature referred to in rule III. 
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shall be punished with imprisonment for a term which may extend 
to three years, or with fine, or with both. 

(Ii) Whoever commits allY of the following offences, namely,­
(a) imports any arm1'l, ammunition or military stores in excess 

of the quantities entered in the licence referred to in rule III, 
(b) import1'l after the expiration of the period for which such 

licence ha<, been granted, 
(d omit~ to give inform'ation as required by rule VIII, 

shall be puni!>hed with imprl1'lonment for a term which may extend 
to :.ix months, or with fine wlrich may extend to five hundred 
rupees, 01' with both, 

X,-When any person ie;; convicted of an offence under the last 
preceding rule it shall ve ill the dl~cretlOn of the convicting Magis­
&trate further to direct that the whole or allY portIOn of the armE-. 
ammunition or 1l1llitary ",toree;; Jll respect of which the conviction IS 
obtained, and any box. package or bale III which the same may 
have been concealed, together wIth the other contents of 1'luch box, 
package or bale, ..,hall be confiscated. 

XI.-(l) Whenever dny Magistrate ha1'l reason to believe that 
arlll;', ammunition or mIlItary stores have been imported contrary 
to these rules, such Magi..,tra.te, having first recorded the grounds 
of hiS belief, may Fleize and detain the ~al1le in safe custody for sudh 
time a:-, he may thmk nece8sary. 

(2) In such cases notice calling upon the importer or consignee 
to appear and to produce the lhlence referred to In rule III f-h!l.ll be 
pllbhshed for three months at the railway station at WhICh the 
arms, ammulntlOn or milltary "tore" have been "eized. and at such 
other places dS the Magistrate may think necessary. 

(8) If the importer or consignee does not appear and produce 
such licence withm three year, from the date of f,uoh notIC'e. such 
arms. ammumtion or mllitary stores .. hall be confiscated. 

XII.--The order of the PolItical Agent Flhal! be taken regarding 
the disposal of articles confiscated under these rules, and such 
order:. shall be final. 

XIII.-(l) A Magistrate mdY award up to one half the amount 
of any fine inflicted under the~e rule", and up to one-half the sale 
price of any confi .. cated articles f,old in pursuance of orders issued 
under these rules, to any per 'lOllI:', whether in the employ of a 
railway company or not who has given lIlformation leading to a 
cOIlviction. 

(2) Cases in which no fine is inflicted, or in which it appears 
dosirable to give a reward larger than is provided for above. shall 
be submitted for the orders of the Political Agent. 

XIV.-Nothing in the foregoing rules shall apply to the import 
of any arms. amIDunition or military stores when the same are. 
covered by a. (lertificate granted by the officer in charge of an arsena.i 
in British India.. stating tha.t they are consigned to the Ruler of a. 
State mentioned in the second column of the schedule hereto 
a.nnexed. 
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The Schedule. 

Railway. II S tate. 

~=~~·_~~_~_~~=~ __ - ·~-.-. __ ·--_l ~-_-~_-_-_--_ _ -----1=~=~. __ 2 _ ___ _ 

Bbopal-Uiiain Railway (Great Indian Peninsula Indore, Gwalior. Bhopal, 
Railway-Indian Midland Section.) Dewas~ (Senior Branch). 

Dewas (.Junior Branch!.' 
Godrli-Rutlam Nagda Railway (Bombay, Baroda lind Indore, Jbabna. Rutlam, 

Oe ntral India Railway.) Sailana. 
Bins..(}odra-B lITlin Branch (Great Indian · Peninsula Gwalior. 

Railway.) 
Gren t Indian PeninHlda (Indian Midlund) RaiIway­

(11 Jhallsi-Agru Sedion 
(2) JhuIlHi-Bhopal-ItarHi Section 

(ill .1 hall"i-Cawnpore Sectiun 
(4) ,Jha.nI,i-Munikpur Sflction. 

Bmnbll.Y, tiurodu and UCIl tral Ind ia (Rajputanu-
. Ma.lwal Railway-

(1) CawnpoTf.,-Achnora State Railw a y 
(2) Holkar State Railway (North of Nerbudda.) 
(31 Ke!'lIluch-Nus~()orabad State Railway 
(4) Hnjputana State Railway 

'(5) 8indhia-Necmuch Stale Railwa y 

(6) Wl's teTIl Rajputanu State R a ilway 

Dholpur, Datia, Gwalior. 
Bhopiil, Gwalior, Khanisa­

dhallll, Kurwai, Orchha. 
5amthar. 
Alipura, Garrauli, Orchha, 

Pnhra, Tarlton. 

Bhartpur. 
Indore. 
Gwalior, Mowar, Tonk. 
Bbartpur, J eypur, Kishen-

gRrll, Ulwar. 
Dhar,Gwalior, Indore, Jaora, 

Rutiam, Sulta na. 
Ba roda._ Jodhpur, Palllnpur, 

Sirohi. 
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