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.. Do I call the government of India a PtJrft!ct govern~nt i' V8ry 
far from it. No nat~on can be perfectly well governtJd till it is com-
petent to govern itself." • 

" There is, how~er, one part of the bill on Which, after what has 
recently passed elsewher8,,J feel myself i"...s~stibly imp~lltJd to say a 
few words. I allude to tnat wise. that benevolent, that 'I1oble clause, 
which enacts that ne! native of our Indian Empire shaflt'by, rBason 
*f his colour, his descent, 01' his religion, be incapable of hilding office. 

We are told that the. ti~e can never come when the natives of" 
India can be admitted to high civil and miMary office. WtJ",re told 
that this is tke condition on wlltch we hold our power. JVe are told 
that we at'e bound to confet' on our subjects every benefit-which they 
are capable of enjoying 1--'1'10 ;-which it is in our power to confer 
on them I-flO ;-but which we can confer on them without haHard to 
the perpetuity of our own domination. Against that proposition I 
solemnly protest as inconsistent alike with sound policy and ~'und 
mom/tty. 

" I am fat', very far, '/"·om wishing to pt'oceed hastily in this most 
delicate matter. I feel ~at, for the good of India itself, the admission 
of natives to high.o./"fe must be effected by slow degrees. But that, 
when th. fulness of t~me ~s come, when the interest of India requires 
the change, we ought to t'efuse to make that change lest ftiI, should 
endanger our own power, this is a doctrine of which I cannot think 
without tndignation. Gov8Ynments, hke men, may buy existence too 
deal'. • Propter vitam .vivendt pel'dere causas' is a despicable policy 
both in indilliduals and in states. In the present case, such a policy 
'!1ould be not only despicable but absurd. -Ihe mere extellt o.~n empire 
's not necessartly an advantage. To many governments ,/ has been 
cumberso~e; to some fatal. It will be qjlowed by every t;latestllan 
of our tUne that the prosperity of a ct>plmunity is mad~ up of the pros­
penty of thfJIhho compose the community, ~ that it is the mas' 
chtldish ambition"jo c~et dominion which tSdds to no mun'$ jomfort 
or security. To the great trading nation, to the great manufacturing 
na/itm, no pl'ogress which any portion of the human race can make in 
knOWledge, in taste for the conveniences of life, or in the wealth by 
which those conveniences aye productJd, can be matter of indifference. 
It is scarcely pos~'ble to calculate the benefits which WB might thriVIl 
from the dtiffusion if European civiliHatitm among the vast P1ilation 
of the East. It u ld be, on the most selfiSh view of the case, ar bBtter 
for us that the ;eople of India we'e well governed and in ependent 
of us, than ill-/JIIIfJI'ned and subject to us: that thlly were ruled l>y 
t'heir own kin" ... but WMri_g our broaddnth and working with our 
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cutlery, 'ian that they fWf'e perf_ing their salaams tto English col­
lectOrs and English magistrptes, but were too ignorant to value. Of' too 
poor to buy, English manitfoctures. To trade W:th civilized men is 
infinitely more profitable than to govern savage$r That would indeed 
be a doting wisdom which, in qrder that India might f'emain a depend­
Itlcy. would fn4M it a useless and costly dependency, which lIJould 
keep a hundred millions of men from being.auf' customers in ortler 
that they might continue to be our slaves." " 

" Are we 'to keep the people of India ignorant in order that we may 
keep them suqmissive jI Or do we think that we can give 'them know­
ledge without awakening ambition jI Or do we mean to awaken 
ambition and to provide it with no legitimate vent rr Who will answef' 
any of these questions in the affirmative?" Yet <fne of them must be 
answered in .the affirmatirH, by every pel's n who maintains that we 
ought permanently to exclude the natives from high office. I have no 
fears. .T". "path of duty is plain before us: and it is also the patl! 
of wisdom, ~f national prosperity, of national honour. . 

, .. The defjinies of our Indian empir'e are covered with a thick dark· 
ness. lt is'difficult to form any conjecture as fo the fate reserved for 
a state whi~ resembles no other in history, and which forms by itself 
a upl/¥atc class of political phenomena. The laws which regulate its 
growth and its decay are st~ll unknown to us. It may be that the public 
mind of India may expand under our system t~ll it has outgrown that 
systl'm; that by good government we may educate our subjects into a 
capacity for belter government; that, having become instructed in 
European knowledge, they may, tn some future age, demand European 
instJIutions. Whether such a day will ever' come I know nOI. But 
never w~ll I attempt to avert 01' retard it. "' henever it comes, it will 
be the proudest day in Enghsh Jnstory. To hat" frund a great people 
sunk in/he lowest depths of slavery and superstition, to have'so ruled 
them as to have made them denrous and capable of all the primleges 
of citizens, would indeed be a title to glory all our own. The sceptre 
may pass away from us. Unforeseen accidents may derange our most 
profound schemes of policy. VJCtory may be inconstant to our arms. 
But there are triumphs which are followed by no reverse. There is an 
empire en-npt, from all natural causes of decay. Those triumphs are 
the pacific triumphs of reason over barbar~sm; that empire 1$ the 
imperisht:ble empire of ou arts and our morals, our literature and 
quI' laws." 

THbMA~ BABINGTON MACAULAY: E .. dracts from 
a speech delivered in the House of cOmml JlS, July 10, 1833, 
on a bill "for effecting an arrangement ~th the India com­
pa",y, and for the better government of His Majesty's Ind,an 
territories ". 



AN ESSAY ON INDIA· 

I 

TIrE PROBLEM 

AN essay on India, whQ,')e purpose is moreethan a 
tedious iteration of insolubilities, needs no 21pology. 
Redundant it can hardly be, since in modernA:imes it 
has not been attempted. Being necessarily an essay 
in the art of omission, it may serve as a complement, 
or even as an antidote, to the voluminous body "Of 
expert and controversial testimony already existing. 
Its purpose is to generalize and define in the light of 
history .. where sttis testimony deals in complex and 
purely contemporary detail. If its material is lMgely 
personal, such b the material I have. The reader must 
himself assess the value of my experiences, and of the 
deductions I draw from them. 

It is a fact little realized in England thaf'InUia, her 
• peoples, and her problems, have la:ely begun to 8.rou~e 

a profoull4l1 ~nterest through"out thheading world. 
The English j~t11 think themselves better infonned 
than others on this subject. But the very fact of a 
long connexion distorts their appreciation. As early 
as the eighteejlth century, returned pioneers from 
Hindust:rn wefc regarded as a menace to cultivated 
society in llli, and a fit ·subject for comedy in 
fiction. Tim!"'has not ameliorated their reputation. 
And for tl\is· reason. alone the subject is one which 
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intelligent people ofte!l refuse to ap~roach. Further­
more, the problem of modern India belongs essenti911y 
to the twentieth century. For ~he fathers of the 
present .generation it scarcely existed. For its grand­
fathers, it had been settled for good with tke Mutiny. 
This last -belief has been transmitted, and dies hard. 
Nevertheless, the time has come-when 'the Englishman 
who is l.lccustomed to maintain <l. general apprehension 
of the f:'tlrld about him admits the n~cessity of revising 
his outl&ok. To do this, he must either visit India, ror 
seek enilightenment in books. The latter will offer him .. 
a quantity of new information derived from recent 
expcrienct;; but at the same time they will probably 
make it harder than before for him to arrive at any 
ddinite conclusions on the subject. 

Generally speaking, the authors of the available 
testimony fall into four categories: first, the official 
commentators and commissions ~r ~nquiry,. which. 
bein€, prohibited from cognizance of all but the most 
tangible facts, bring only the trees into view and never 
the wood; secondly, the retired administrators, whose 
attitude, though discreetly expressed, is primarily that 
of the practical ruler without finer shades, and whose 
Knowledge. always· ext~nsive and sometimes stupe­
fying, is confint'; to one department or a le.v districts; 
thircly, the sociologists, professional' or inquisitive, 
whose works, through no fault of their own. are largely 
read for their revelations in sex; and fourthly. the 
sentimentalists. The first three cIas¥s are allied as 
honest men and experts; their aim ~ light. though 
it happen they increase' the darkness. The fourth. 
British or Indian, poisons the air with a fog of second­
hand arguments from the rubbis}1-heap of political or 
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economic theory. Its writers' sentimentalisJll reveres 
on the one hand the King-Emperor and the unspotted­
ness of white womanhood; on the other, the rights of 
man and the suffering-plus-profit which is mart~dom. 
Mistaking the slogans of an advertising aga. for the 
ideals of the pait, it invests political and industrial 
forms with divinity, a1id then appeals to this divinity 
to support its contentions in the eyeT> of the W01;ld. It 
h~ accomplished nothing save to obscure the 'truth, 
and to obtain credit in adV'ance for further ill-inlormed 
writings. . 

Another difficulty felt by those who approa~ the 
subject from a distance is the lack of first-class works 
on Indian history, philosophy, art, and architecture. 
by authors endowed with a sufficient comparative 
knowledge of other histories and other cultures. These 
subjects illustrat~ ih; verities of any race or country 
and can, if properly treated, go far towards openin&.the 
eyes of those who shun propaganda and are repelled 
by the bate bones of polItics. HIstories of Ancient 
Greece or Renascence Italy which omit to mention art 
and thought are rIdiculous thiItgs. Nor .re .com­
mentaries. on St. Thomas Aquina\ of great service. 
unless they re"eal his effect on tthe soc~ anQ political 
aspiratlOns 0' his dew. Similar deficiencies are found 
in the great maj~rity of writings on Indian history :nd 
culture. 1 Finally, the Indian scene has failed to in­
spire any body of classic fiction, with the exception 

1 Exceptio. must. made 10 favour of Lord RonaJdshay's (now 
Lord ZetJand's) tnlogy But here agam the writer's cultural 
expenence has be~ma1ll1Y Eastern~ and he avows hiS lack of 
artIstic understan It IS difficult not to suspect that these 
books would have, own even more hght on Indian character and 
hopes, had the.. author not been fettered by Ius expectation of 
further office 
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of one adtnirable book by E. M. Forster, and the works 
of Rudyard Kipling, the chief exponent of obscur~tist 
sentimentalism on the British sid.e. 

It ).s"not proposed that an essay, written admittedly 
in the lisht of short personal experience, can fulfil the 
wants of the existing literature. But it can, perhaps, 
s\1ggest. certain n~w trains ~f, inqUiry into the real 
issue ot the present controversy between England and 
India\ First, therefore, it is necessary to try .and 
discover what the controv~rsy is about. 

My sojourn in India was a period of acute intel­
lectual strain. The strain began as I stepped from an 
(leroplane at Karachi on August 4th, 1:929; and it by 
no means ended when I boarded a P. & O. at Bombay 
on April 4th, I930. I went to India, primarily in 
order to reach Tibet, secondarily bf'::~use Lord Beaver­
bropk gave me a ticket. I had never felt, nor wished 
to {eel, any interest in India. Now, having returned 
from India, I am burdened with thoughts that give 
me no peace anid have destroyed the harmony of my 
formpr W'ly of life. if The burden is not one of responsi­
bility; I neither fpel, nor desire, a mission to,humanity. 
My worri~s a~ir.e becattse it seems to me that the out­
come of the present problem b~tween t English and 
Indians can determine the characfer of all future 
civilization. I see the whole philosophy of Western 
history and culture, already thrown aside in Russia 
and the United States, undergoing rthe supreme and 
ultimate test of its practical value. And if I say 
selfishly that without this philosop};!." the world will 
be no place for me. it is because, in so r,aying, I reflect 
the opinion of that small mir.ority widiin the small 
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enclave of peoples in Western .Europe, 'With whom 
alone rests either po\fer or will to preserve the diminish­
ing sanity of the race against a barbarous an.d rapidly 
expanding materialism. The problem of Indilf, of all 
political problems of the J>Tesent time, is the ~ne' most 
worthy of sustained attention. 

The words Eatt 'anti West, though generally em­
ployed to -cover a muAi{ude of ina~curacies, possess a 
cerj:ain validity as' opposites for the purpose oY"broad 
historical generalization ....... particularly if thee coun­
tries washed by the Pacific are eXcluded froJ! their 
scope. In this context, it may be said that wflile the 
effort of the East, in civilization, has been primarily 
metaphysical, that of the West has been social; and 
that while the West has always held, or reverted t~, 
the opinion that man's betterment on earth must be 
achieved through. a- process of continuous politicltl 
experiment, the 'East, without necessarily disregarding 
this process, has concentrated first and foremo~ on 
the discovery of good by thought and ecstasy. The 
" problem" of India to-day is the cu~nt and dramatic 
manifestation of a problem whit has exi~tec\. since 
history: -.-What is to be, and who shall determine, the • • evolution of contact between these t'¥o concepttons ? 
The import"';ce of. this question can ~nly·be appre­
ciated when pla~ed in its proper historical perspecfive. 

In early times, the outstanding achievement of this 
contact was the city-state of Ancient Greece, where the 
betterme~t of fllan was. discussed and attempted 
equally in its social and metaphysical ~.spects, and 
where the r~ing theories -received a tenninology 
that has remained valid after 2,000 years .. Greece can 
never be id~ntified willi Europe or Asia. Her art and 
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thought, like her place on the map, struck a mean 
position. . At length the area of cpntact was expanded 
eastward by Alexander. There! resulted a definite 
politicld and metaphY"ical fusion, known as the Hellen­
istic.· Filrther West, meanwhile, was aristng the pro­
foundly European power of Rome" whose aim was, 
political efficiency, and which' first "gave meaning to 

( 

the term" Westefn ". 
Rofu'e absorbed the Hellenistic area politically, but 

herself'fell victim to the HeKenistic, the Eastern, thesis 
that true betterment must be come at through the 
soul. 'fhe atmosphere became speculative, finally 
religious. Philosophies and cults were sure of a hear­
ieg: the beliefs of Persia and Upper Egypt travelled 
round the Mediterranean basin and beyond it: we find 
Mithraic monuments in Scotland. But still the East 
was husbanding her forces, was preJl'3.ring not merely a 
fusion but a victory. An obscure people called the 
Jew~ were sending emigrants to Alexandria, who, 
rather than lose their native faith in the prevailing 
confusion of Hellenistic subtlety, proceeded to restate 
it in tati9nal termsf The mouthpiece of this process 
was Philo. Half a century earlier, Christ w.s born. 
o f. 

THe earlier c!rilizatio..l of the city-state had attained 
perfect expres~ion in Plato. In th.P. third ~entury A.D., 

the'mystic, Eastern, trend of his thought, moving ten­
tatively towards God, produced in Alexandria a school 
of Neoplatonists, whose chief exponent, Plotinus, 
accompanied a military expedition agtinst Psrsia, that 
he might gain knowledge of new philosophies, Persian 
and Indian. Buddhism, the profou~l!st explanation 
ever made of human purpose and pIvgression, was 
then alive in India. Whatever"knowledge of it, or of 
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Hinduism, or of Zoroastrianism, Plotinus. may have 
gained, his system. of active contemplation, whereby 
man may discover·his own divinity, not in the future, 
but now, approached the tenor of Eastern etl10ught 
more closely than the teaching of any olher Medi­
terranean philosopher. Moreover, it satisfied the 
universal and v~cife~u.s desire for spiritual encourage­
ment which the ;Hellenization of ·the Roman. Empire 
had brought into being. But it could only h.: under­
stood by the highly edu~ated; and though c~ncerned 
with conduct, it deprecated the very existence of the 
body. For the general needs of an unequa! society, 
Christianity was found more suitable; and in 3I3 was 
declared the state religion of the Empire. The Ej.St 
had won. Henceforth, for a thousand years, a religion 
claimed to direct )he thoughts and behaviour of 
Europe; and. tile claim, if not always allowed in 
practice, was generally recognized in theory. • 

The victory made itself felt in other spheres than 
the transcendental. Politically, it reinforced the con­
ception of divine sovereignty which Alexander had 
transported from the Middle ):ast and eCreiar had 
adopteci. This conception fou~. logical expression 
in the join, omnipotence <If Pope.,.nd .Emperor, a. 
theory w~ich.doIlinated the Middle Ages, an~ was 
replaced, on the death of Charles V Habsburg, oy the 
enunciation of divine right for separate monarchs. In 
art, the victory had originally lain with the West. 
The ideal of ntturalistic representation had been com­
municated to Buddhism. And the series of Buddhist 
sculptures d~vered in Afghanistan and North-West 
India, to~e1her with the frescoes of Turfan on the 
borderS of the Gobi .4p.."rt ~how thllt W~tprn lnflnpnre 



8 AN BSSAY ON INDIA 

on Easte~ art was no less degrading in the third and 
fourth centuries A.D. than in the e.xtant works of Mr. 
Fyzee Rahamin. But in the eighth century A.D., the 
anti-r~p'esentational impulse of the East returned to 
the assalit. An iconoclast campaign was' launched 
in Constantinople. And the Hellenistic ideal was 
destroyed, to make room for a nirthod of true resthetic 
interpretation. Hence dates the inception of European 
paintin~ Similarly in architecture, arch, vault, pen­
dentive, and dome, came to displace the eternal pillar­
cornice, pillar-cornioe of Antiquity. And from the 
Romane~que style developed thc Gothic. Finally, in 
commerce, Byzantine ship", sailing down the Red Sea, 
eIl<:ountered those of China at Ceylon. While precious 
wares from India and the Middle East, together with 
the silk-worm, were transported < overland and com­
municated, through Constantinople ':ind the Norman 
advel1turers, to the rest of Europe. 

In the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries, th~ tide 
which had so long been flowing from the East began 
to ebb. The Crusades had already touched Asia. 
Byzant;ne, enterprise( which had become inert, was 
replaced by I talia '1: Genoese and V enetiang~ Pisans 
and Amalfitans.,hecame 'the carriers of th"! Near East. 
On land, Marco Polo found his way 1D China': Mission­
aries" followed him. The Renascence of learning re­
vived thp memory of Roman dominion over the known 
world. And the European impulse to expansion, 
originally the outcome of spiritual rot a~d feurlalland­
hunger, developed a new aspect of glorious adventure, 
capitalized by the appetites of kings a£~ the growing 
enterprise of commerce. In ISlO, the fteet of Albu­
querque appeared off Goa. The first Portuguese 



THE PROBIJEM '9 

settlers in India were surprised to discover a large 
community of Christians already established, and 
claiming an aposoolic founder in the person of St. 
Thomas. • . 

Dutch, English, French, and Danes followed, main­
taining precapious trading outposts, quarrelling 
amongst themselves in<;! with Indian rulers, ~pholding 
this cause against that, gaining concessions ~Ie, con­
cessions there; until, in the last half of the eii'hteenth 
century, the English E~st India Company, jounded 
on the last day of the year 160~, had vindi~ted its 
superiority in force and diplomaoy over all the other 
European outposts in India, and in so doing had 
embarked, for good and evil, on a course of politi..u 
domination. None the less, in the eighteenth century, 
and at the beginniqg of the nineteenth, the presence 
of the English ja India was primarily commercial in 
intent, and the English settlers did not hesiteve to 
express their resentment against the accredited repre­
sentatives of the Home Government in their midst. 
Huge fortunes were made by administrators, advo­
cates, and merchants, who slake' their thilSt i.e'1 great 
draught~ of claret and lived witk .Indian mistresses. 
But with t{t~ opening of the l:gyptia •• wetland route, 
English wvmelf appeared on the scene in increfsing 
numbers. The Mutiny caught them. And from that 
incident, and their presence, dates the growth of 
purely racial antagonism. 

Thus fi-r, unt« the middle of the nineteenth century, 
the contact between East and West, though incal­
culably effec~ in its contribution to thought, art, 
and politi~, kad followed a gentle course of evolution, 
the spiritual infiuenc~of the East attaining to Gibraltar 
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and Irelanc;1., the political and more transient influence 
of the West reaching India first Uilder Alexander and 
again with the European t:r.aders of the sixteenth to 
the eighteenth centuries. But at the beginning of the 
nineteendt, there was germinating in Europe, and 
particularly in England, a movement "Which was des­
tined to Fransform the entire gi~be i~ a flash, and to 
carry \f~stern ideas: with all their material advantages, 
and ail,their grossness, over every habitable inch of 
land ill the seven seas. This movement was the 
Scientit'!f Revolution. With it began the real 
" problem", the problem that may well rob thinking 
people of their peace of mind, and whose solution or 
cw.fusion will be the fate of the human race for the 
next thousand years. , . 

The early discoveries of the ScienJ:ific Revolution 
had \wo main effects. By accelerating first transport, 
and then the conveyance of news to an extent hitherto 
inconceivable, they so unified the territories of the 
world as to bring every civilization into contact with 
every oth .. civilizat()n, and to render every race sus­
oeptiQle to the inlh.ence of every other race! Ordin­
arily, it might, have t>een supposed, .tqe different 
civillzations and races,)eeling their intlividuality thus 
threatened, might have erected barriers to protect 
themselves. Indeed, sucq Il.ttempts were made. But 
the second effect was to.placem the hands of the West 
a weapon of Guch demoralizing suplriority. that no 
people or habit could ~thstand it. The West also 
received a temporary monopoly of "';ce; but this 
effect was, and is, incidental. It is the 4[ll~ra1 weapon 
which has delivered t}le earth t~ Western civilization, 
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and threatens the human race, for good pr evil, with 
ultimate standardization. 

The moral weapon consists in the unprecedented 
power over matter discovered to man by the-Scientific 
Revoluti6n -a discovery which was the logical out­
come of all iIltrinsically Western effort since Rome 
reduced the S:tbinei: . The mechanical phqosophy of 
the nineteenth-century physicis1:, that jOiJ.\t incar­
nation of prophet and engineer, who conc~ived the 
principle of the univer~e as governed by all eternal 
sequence of cause and effect like that of ~ engine, 
now became paramount; and not till half a century 
later would scientists be found to oppose the visual 
marvels that engines were daily producing with a 
theory once more in accordance with th~ immemorial 
trend of human speculation. Thus man was trans­
lated from th~ tiivine pedestal of his thought into a 
slough of atoms all acting in obedience to previously 
determined laws; and came to see himself as a neg­
ligible and indeed ridiculous entity that had blundered 
involuntarily into a purely mechanical scheme of 
creation. He and space, in fac', were arrayed by the 
physicist in a grotesque hostiliti''' Western tJlOught 
found itself.at last well hoist on its'4WIl .materialisti<;. 
petard. A.ndJt remains to b~ seen whether its present 
mood of repentance will suffice to lay the demo~ that 
it has raised up and th<!.t thteatens to destroy it root 
and branch. . • 

But il the marvels 9f the machine. were originally 
sufficient to lead ~ts European qeators themselves into 
such outstaiq;ng errors, their effect on the remoter 
peoples was. tenfold reflected. Nothing can better 
illustrate -the mora}t force of the nineteenth-century 
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demon th~ the procedure of Soviet Russia in con-
sciously elevating the machine, with the remorseless 
logic common to all semi-educated peoples, on to the 
pedestaJ fonnerly occupied by the things of the spirit. 
It has bee:8- asserted that the European has forced his 
materialism on others by violence. BVtt it is evident 
that, in t~e last analysis, this a~s~tiorf cannot be sub­
stantiat~Q.. For the'Russians, having of purpose and 
at immep.se cost severed their connection with the 
whole scpeme of European p~itics, have immediately 
hastened. to divinize Europe's most remarkable and 
typical product. And it is not too much to say that 
upon whether the re!>t of mankind hastens to a similar 
di'linization of the machine, or upon whether this can 
still be prevented, depends the retrogression or progress 
of many, if not all, future generations. 

As the symbol of philosophic m~tel'i¥ism, however, 
" the lDachine " has been so wrought upon by artists, 
writers, and political propagandists, as to have become 
invested with a too spontaneous and sinister person­
ality. Among the unspeculative masses, the secret of 
its influenoe lies siutly in th~ plain, undramatized 
aclvantages that it,. brings to the individu~J. The 
pature of tbis iilfluence fnust be examin~d. 

Fu~damentally, its effect is econflmy:. tommerce, 
first in the form of barter, then through a medium of 
exchange like money or cowrie ::.hells, has existed since 
man left the ape. But it is the peculiarity of the 
present age tha..t the influence of a pl!rticul.r trans­
action in a particular spot is now felt simultaneously 
by every man, woman, 'and child o~e globe. A 
cheaper colour-dye is patented in FrankfvI\; and the 
appearance of ladies in the interi.or of Assam is pro-- . 
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foundlyaffected. Economic laws are the. strongest of 
al11aws, because m.an obeys them involuntarily. And 
in this age, so hav.e man's needs been expanded by the 
vision of new possibilities, that neither the E~quimaux 
nor the Trobianders can pretend to be 'llly"longer 
wholly self-supporting. Once those needs have been 
diversified by -the siS'ht of a safety-pin or an electric 
torch, once the standard of livhtg has been,. eased or 
heightened, the commerce of the world has the savagest 
community of head-huIl'ters in its grip, and 1he West 
is upon it. 

But it is not only a question of needs, ~ of cheap 
Lancashire cottons, or a supply of kerosene in the 
village shop. It is a question of the moral effec~l of 
the first train, of the first motor-car, or of the first 
aeroplane. If a swarm of strangers arrived on us from 
the moon furnic;ked with aerial torpedoes at moderate 
prices, and tten converted the summit of tdount 
Everest mto a hive of industry, we ourselves should 
feel inferior, and wish to reform our way of life in 
accordance with the new methods. Thus it is with the 
less advanced peoples, Factori. arise, antJ. with them 
a buildiitg of enormous fortunes, V¥~se success depends, 
not as form~r1y on the mere ~xchan~.of goods, but on 
their pro<!ucti~n in quantity. The indigenous indus­
tries become aosurd. Labour flocks to the cities built 
by Western enterprise in Western fashion, receives 
higher wages than before, and gazes With awe upon the 
interloIllrr's va. system of organized a\nusement. The 
native inhabitant may approve, may disapprove, or 
may, as in ~ majority 01 cases, simply accept the 
situation; i.e also may make a fortune, or he may 
remain a scavenger impervious to all hope of advance; 
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but whatev~r his opinion, condition, or success, his 
surroundings are calculated to ins,pire him with an 
irrevocable sense of inferiority, and often, if he has 
enterprist, with a wish to emulate not only the qualities 
that htt'vc brought material success to the Westerner, 
but his most insignificant and ridiculoU'> mannerisms. 
Thus baseball has become the tip-tional game of the 
Japanese. 'and the Ifldian Congress party must needs 
invent a flag and national anthem. 

The sense of material inferigrity thus invoked covers 
the slower percolation of other, and more reputable, 
Western 'ideas, such as justice, representative institu­
tions, medical hygiene, honesty, and punctuality-in 
faqt, of an that the West has hitherto been able to 
achieve theoretically or actually in its long struggle 
towards perfeCt comfort. Before these again, the 
invaded people feel their inferiority, 'hough with less 
resentment, if perhaps with more sh:me, since the 
qualities that arouse the feeling are more evidently 
superior. Likewise in technical and scientific educa­
tion, Western methods open up avenues of knowledge 
and opportpnity whic\l must necessarily displace older 
tt:aditions of schoo}i~. In art at least, the Fast can 
maintain her eqll? .lty. Rut even here, with the excep­
tion of a rare and highly cultivated, minority, she 
prefers to succumb to the degraded and' futile natural­
ism introduced by the West. Only in the sphere of 
metaphysical speculation will the West consent, as she 
has always consented, to receive rather" than to give. 
But in the present age, contact in this sphere, though 
not inconsiderable, is overshadowed. 

The inferiority thus forced upon the Ash.tic at every 
turn of life has its counterpart i1l <the arrogance of the 
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Western interloper. Proportionately as the Asiatic 
discards his self-confidence. that of the Westerner 
increases. White p~entation of skin, at first only a 
symbol of material efficiency, assumes. and is pAid. the 
homage of a divine attribute. Ultimately. tlrr...Hipan­
sion of Western inventions, decencies, and ideals. 
which is really n~hing more than an inevitable part 
of present evolution, ~sumes in the eyes of its for­
tuitous movers the mystic character of a cru?ade­
save that. instead of the ~ross, its banner is the pale 
pink tegument of the dominant race. This misSionary 
spirit is no mere sophism of unscrupulous impelialists. 
as some hold, but a real emotion, typical of the nine­
teenth century. which gave it birth. It would hav*\ 
horrified Warren Hastings. It can still horrify persons 
like him. The militant imperialism of the Boer War 
period is on the ~ane. But it has been replaced. in 
the present age, b;r the American conception of buswess 
as an ethical profession. Every car sold, provided it 
be a good car, is a further step towards human per­
fection. Thus, not only the administrator, the judge. 
and the doctor, but even the mertKtant and the sales­
man, bec~e inspired with a divi~e &,-ssurance in the, 
righteousness of their activities. '1 ~ que.stion' the 
divinity of W~stern.inventions, decencld, and ideals, 
is to question t:fte new Incarnation. Now, as in \he 
past, to swallow the Gospel whole and without demur 
is the first principle of righteousness. Every white 
man in Asia is ~come an apostle, and i!? prepared to 
maintain ~is part in face of all opposition. 

This state ~ngs has t~o direct results. The 
white man's aa;sumption of his personal superiority, 
always cruMly, and o£tell offensively, expressed, breeds 
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that most disastrous .form of racial' antagonism which 
involves colour. And the white Plan's assumption of 
his institutions' superiority leads thoughtful people to 
exa.mixfe their practical effects, and ~o discover that 
they~v I"lot always beneficial, and are not itrlreq~tly, 
particularly in the sphere of commercial exploitation, 
positively harmful. Some whl:te men may be among 
the discoverers, but self-interest, community feeling, 
and the exigencies of " prestige ", make them put a 
bold front on it. The cri1Jicism is mainly from the 
subject race. Such criticism leads inevitably to revolt. 

The ~ssue would be simple, and individual sympathy 
could choose OIle of two obvious sides, were it possible 
for the countries of Asia and Africa, on obtaining 
sufficient power or armament, to follow the example 
of Tibet, and close their gates upon the West and all 
its works. It is not possible. Jap;?n tried and failed. 
Chilla did hkewise. Even the Dai.ai Lama, secu!e 
behind the Himalayas, has succumbed to the amenity 
of a private electric-light plant. The continued ex­
pansion of Western ideas is inevitable. It may be 
regretted, There tan be few persons of sensibility 

. wh<!se heart is 90twwith Tibet in her effortrto-remain 
the last qutpo~ ot pU6'ely racial indivi~ualism on the 
face of the earth. But the" problem "~uts deeper. 
For among the extremest anti-while revolutionaries 
of Asia and Africa, there is not one who can or wishes 
to deny the necessity for his people's absorption of 
Western ide~s. In fact, the extrellY'r his ,fanaticism, 
the more he borrows of Western political and social 
ideology, and the quicker he wish,o<;' the process of 
assimilation to be. The conclusion 'is unavoidable, 
therefore, that the discontent. which permeates the 
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coloured peoples has its roots in a dislik~, not of 
Western institutions, but of the manner of their intro­
duction; in other words, of the white man's com­
placent assumptiotl and offensive expression 0' racial 
superiority, • This dislike is naturally reinfor~~~y 
the very slogans ~ present outstanding in the white 
man's political creed, a!J.d liberally borrowed from it: 
Liberty and Nationalism: • . 

, .. 
Even with the argument thus far advanced, It seems 

difficult to avoid the u~q~alified opinion that the 
coloured peoples have common justice on thei side. 
For the white man's complacence is the ultimate sin 
against the Holy Ghost. Thus, doubtless, would my 
own sympathies have stood before I went to India, 
had I felt sufficient interest in India to give them 
logical form. J3ut ~nce in India. with the whole ques­
tion of contact ~e~Ncen East and West clothed in 
actual reality, obtruding itself, shrieking out lo~, 
every hour of the day, I realized that here was no 
place for retrospective, sentimental jUdgment, but a 
need for the colder light of prese';1t and future ex­
pediency. By expediency is ~aJtt not. British 
expediency. nor Indian expedi<W.cy,·b~ that of both 
peoples, and of. the rest of the world ~ t~em. • 

The history of jon tact between East and West has 
been stated at some length in its general, histo~ic 
aspect. Before considering the smaller problem, that 
of England and India, emphasis must again be laid on 
the generaJ.,patur. of the larger. For it is e~sential to 
recognize that the Indian revolt, if it is to be under­
stood, cannot rpn isolated as· between England and 
India alone; and that it is actually only the individual 
expression ota world-wtde impulse_-an impulse which 

. 0 
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threatens the white ·man with just retribution for his 
complacence. Pride of conquest, and the innate desire 
to maintain conquest, must be put aside if our country's 
past a~hievements are to bear good. Good name is 
m~an conquest. If her good IJame is to be pre­
served, or, as it needs, to be imp~ved, the fact that 
the issue between England lJfd India is only part of 
that larger issue 'Which invo'tves the future courst! of 
all h~man effort cannot be too strongly insisted on. 
For, considering the subs~vience of the Near East, the 
decad~nce of the Middle, and the chaos of the Far, it is 
possible that on the successful outcome of this smaller 
Issue will depend that of the larger. The larger issue 
lies not only between chaos and order, between peace 
and war, or between the submergence or survival of 
the white man's influence. Its iIl\Dortance lies funda­
mentally and ultimately in the fad!: f'hat in this eternal 
c('utact between East and West, the West, to maintain 
its vitality, has always needed, and will always need, 
the contribution of the East. The instinct of all 
Western effort to'Yards good is, and always has been, 
through a ratiol1a}bapplication of science, equity, and 
political theort; 'so that, in ages when thti'Se pursuits 
achieve s.ucc~c;sful concrete expression, ~hat expression 
is elevated into a Golden Calf, an.ai1]1 in Itself, obscur­
ing the higher and greater sense of Reality which is 
the immPIDorial property of the East. Never was 
there an age when material success was greater than 
in·this. ~nd already, in the United ~tates •. we perceive 
the nascence of a portentous barbarism, whose clamour 
before the Golden Can threatens t(ll.c;'~scure even the 
lesser, purely expedient virtues, such, as justice and 
integrity, of materialistic civilization, and which pays 
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neither lip-service nor courtesy to the Universal Truth. 
From this barbarism, already infectious, paramount in 
Russia and growing in Japan, the true Asia muM: save 
us. But first she- must save herself, must d~~. a 
means whereby Western ideas, instead of extinguish­
ing, may reinforce,lIiher .genius. How we, Europeans, 
shall support her through'this diffiClVty, and thus help 
reguhte the contact of East and West to our 01tIP and 
the world's advantage-this. is the larger problem. 

The smaller, that of India, can now be seen itt pro­
portion. The Indians were the first to rebel against 
the white man's assumption of superiority. In their 
subsequent efforts, they have been the most persistent 
and s~stematic, and they have attracted the most 
notice, For these rupacities they must be honoured. 
And yet: is no ~o~our due to the English? 

My own mental transformations on arrival in Indra 
may serve to illustrate the confusion which neces­
sarily attends any attempt to achieve a detached con­
ception of the problem. The men~al strain involved 
in fitting logical shape to the plain-,Jacts r~vealed 
by every st!cceeding minute of the ~tl"ian day' is 
overwhelming. ~he English visitor is faced' with a great 
volume of vovelt~ a novelty which does not have to 
be sought Qut, as in European countries, but obtrudes 
itself at every footstep and at every word spoken; the 
effort of absorption is so great as to leave him, some­
times, physit-aUy o!t of breath. He must obgerve and 
record the fact.of an unfamiliar country which is 
scarcely less that: r continent; of a system of races, 
religions, langlola~es, social divisions, climates, clothes, 
architectures, landscapes~ trees, animals, flowers, and 
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fruits, wkich diversify every point of stoppage to a 
bewildering extent; and he must endeavour, however 
supemcially, to place each against its evolutionary 
b~~ound. He must seek, starting from the basic 
impulSes of the human character,. to penetrate the 
secrets of a thousand new beliei's, p~judices. moralities, 
and tastes. To these effollts he ntust add that of 
revis:ng all that he has previously been told, and then, 
having gone too far. that of revising the revision. In 
addition, his own count~en and their institutions 
provice an unexpected source of continuous astonish~ 
ment. Finally, there is himself to be watched, as 
different incidents and irritations drive his already 
inclined opinions towards different extremes and 
threaten to smother the slowly incubating seeds of 
truth. The various reactions which, in my case, 
resulted from these processes of ttlOught, were con­
sCiously concerned with politics scarcely at all. But 
an analysis of their cumulative effect seems, neverthe­
less, to reveal the fundamental problem which colours 
all political activity throughout the country. 

As I 'steppeq 1mm the aeroplane at Karachi on a hot 
August aft<:frLOon. dte gaze of the assen!bled crowd 
turned in sui prise to my hat; so thatcoIe the following 
morning I hastened to buy a tope«. I ts presence on 
my head, together with the sahib-formula of address 
employed by the taxi-driver, induced a sudden feeling 
of unreality. Stepping out of myself. I saw myself as 
a. Russia.."1 film-producer would ha.ge seelt~me, badged 
as an Englishman-in-India. a bru1(:u imperialist, a 
brawny exploiter . . . yet scarcely';-!! tilted the topee 
uneasily. On our leaving the shop~ my companion 
suggested joculadr that we should now see a little of 
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India. Certainly India was notA in sight; the view 
was of asphalt and tram-lines, ~ounaed by rectangular 
blocks of commercial buildings; the shops were shut, 
passers-by few; .Karachi gropned in silence &neath 
an English '5und~y. The taxi IJ)oved leisurel)\ dvwn 
the main street, skirted a clock-tower encrusted with 
Gothic pinnacle5>, then·swerved into a tortuous lane. 
Silc!nce and Sunday were gone. k hive of htunanity 
beset us, chafering before the open-fronted shops and 
booths, hurriedly removing-their persons, chairs, and 
pipes from the narrow roadway lest our Rfogress 
should be impeded, idling, contemplative, or ha\tening 
on errands, bearing loads, chattering, begging, rescuing 
their children; but one and all turning, as at a right-I 
dress command, their hundred pairs of eyes in our 
direction. With0l\.t purpose or interest they gazed; 
but they gazed,· a1'l.d their gaze was the only static 
element in a cauldron of mobility. I gasped. I 1m 
not untravelled. Many surprises have been my fortune 
in foreign countries. But never has any thunderbolt 
fallen upon me with quite the unexpectedness of an 
Indian bazaar. "Indian bazaar" • t~e very vtOrds reek 
of the olivious. And there \he tb '~ous was: the. 
" colour of th~ East, the teeming millio~fs "; the liny 
humped co~s ~ndering at will; the awnings and 
trades, sweetmeats and brassware; fakirs and sadflus, 
pockmarked, deformed, bedaubed with dung; ever¥ 
feature, every stature that man has evolved; hats, 
puggarees. shirt~ waistcoats, dhotis, lunghis, trousers, 
and saris of uncountable shapes, colours, and patterns ; 
nose-rings, bai~Ws, and anklets; painted god-marks, 
teeth and ~s stained red with pahn; the fantas­
tic emaciatlon of on~ the astounding corpulence of 
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another; even the. girl-mothers with their wizened 
babies ~ every component of the multitude called 
echo in the memory, .. .an echo from nursery days and 
nursert literature. And yet, insi~ me, was some­
thing ..ery, very strange. For here'ras I in. a position 
which I had never conceived nOT warted, a ruler among 
the ruled. There could be ntj doubt of it. It was 
written 'on every f~ce, and if mine proclaimed a donbt, 
the t6pee hid it. I experienced a vague exaltation, an 
access of racial credit. Simultaneously a discomfort 
arose. I saw myself for the first time as the white 
man glasping the earth, focus of the earth's attention. 
And how should I, who am no stronger than others, 

(resist the assumption of my own superiority, and pre­
serve intact my desire for truth and proportion, solace 
and palliative of existence, agaiItst this distortion­
mirror of complacence? I was clisr-luieted, and my 
companion noticed it, though without divining the 
re~son. It Look at them," he said. It It makes you 
realize what we're up against here in India." It did. 
It made me realize that the thing we are up against 
existed ill mysell· ,. 

Such feelingsl ql'iic!4y passed. The sittlOl.tion was 
not then acuf~, and my interests were ~sthetic rather 
than politkal." I could never take I~dia, 'or myself in 
Ind\a, for granted; the surprise was too profound for 
that. But I did assumE> that, India being India, and 
myself being there, I was one, however humble, of a 
class of rulers, and entitled as such to def~ence and 
consideration. I took this much for ~anted, partly 
because deference and Consideration w:~ paid me, and 
partly because, during long journeys and exhausting 
attempts to see all that opportunity offere~, the regent 
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attitude secured the greatest degree of comfort and 
efficiency. 

Whether or not this attitude must' necessarily be 
confused with, or .breed, that of racial superior!ty is a 
question which t~is essay will presently discuss. But 
that, in the present course of things, the two tend to 
become identified, and 'he ruler tends to make his skin 
the' symbol of divine appointment, admits of nO doubt. 
If I ask myself whether I also confused the" &ro, I 
answer that I did not. &t who knows ? 

Coincident with this observation of myself under 
strange conditions began that of my fellow-ct>untry­
men. Much ridicule, sometimes discredit, has been 
poured of late years on the men and women who shll~ 
pass in the home country under the name of Anglo­
Indians.1 And I.must confess that my arrival was 
tinged with disil!u~on. The flight to India had been 
the outstanding experience of my short life. To come 
East for the first time across the territorial deserts~ to 
realize the difficulties of the new air route, to talk with 
those engaged in overcoming them, to fly through air 
like hot flames, to come down at.a. lonely f~rt full of 
human bcmes, to behold from ~gre1t 'beight the baleful 
pallor and dr.solate ranges of the Pe'rs!!'n littoral, to 
cross the 1ruciil Oman above the bl;ck humps and 
silver fiords of Musandam, to take a last meal ben~ath 
a tent in Baluchistan half a day's camel-ride from the 
nearest habitation; such incidents, after the ripe 
pleasures. of a ti..ondon summer, seemed at last to 
promise a taste of that other world where men do and 
breathe; su~ ~cidents wer~ profoundly refreshing. 

1 In India 1ililterm is alsoone of contempt, bemg now applled to 
the offspring of the two n!ces and theU" descendants. 
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And then, on the last afternoon, to come upon the 
mushroom. blocks of a self-important municipality; to 
drive along an asphalt road furnished with English 
sign-pcJsts; to stay at a club, whe~e, though all was 
kindness, to be without a di1"l;ner-jacfet (~ I was) was 
to be debarred from human mtercoorse; to be enter­
tained at the local university ~nd afterwards, having 
heatd the Principnl remark that he liked being' in 
Engl:mo since he was not there treated as a black man, 
to be commiserated with upon having been ensnared 
into a "wogs' tea-party"; to find more dinner­
jackets' on the cockle that took me to Bombay in a 
rough sea; to behold Bombay itself, a city where 
lavish, unrepentant ugliness sits enthroned as the 
tenth muse; to meet, on all sides, the assumption of 
racial superiority, unquestioned saye for the purpose 
of scientific exposition; to attempittO'disentangle, and 
so not to offend, the susceptible social grades and con­
v~tions of white society; these experiences, and 
many others, drove me, despite all the hospitality and 
help that I could ask, to curse the mark of this Western 
beast, aI¥i to ferl ;hat even the French, or simple 
,chaos, might ~av~ be,n preferable to thfi exi'>ting 
desecration ofti;he once gorgeous and remQte Hindustan. 

The feclihg was genuine enough tlurn~g the first 
week. But it was largely the feeling of a traveller 
anxious to be out of his own country, instead of im­
lnersed in an exaggerated parody of it. Gradually my 
discontents were swallowed up. For tIDe veQr scale of 
my countrymen's eccentricity invited study rather 
than hate. And in addition, my relitb~tic sense was 
pleased, not only with India, now discovered, but with 
an alien work, which, as the hitghest exp;ession of a 
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national genius, may justly be oalled a wO.rk of art. 
Thi~ was the English administration. To describe 
how, through small things, trains, policemen, rest­
houses, archreological repairs, water, medicine,·fiower­
beds, ice, ~hade., the unobtrusive qualities of this 
monument graduaily develop a view of its magnificent 
whole lies beyond the s~ope of my argument. And on 
thiS subject at least literature is not tacking. tlp~quity 
and uniformity, in relation to area and population, are 
the basic qualities to which tile admiration leaps. Like 
the dominant theme in a never-ending symphopy, the 
administration is always present or presaged. Its 
comfort is mental as well as physical. Indians know 
this, whatever their politics. Let them take the 
administration and preserve it. The English remain 
its artist. • 

Last of all on fuyr path of first discovery came the 
beginning of insight into the Indian's attitude towa¢S 
the English; an insight which, though still groping at 
the end of eight months, gradually deepened. To use 
the word " Indian", with its thousand implications, 
in this or any other context is <t\WiYS regMded by 
experts as.i.mpossiblel" But it i~part of 1Y thesis that 
the term, as aN>lied to all those in the copntI¥ who are 
not actual s:vagfii or whose individuality h~s not b~en 
crushed out of them by disabilities of caste, has an 
intelligible meaning, like the terms American o~ 
Britisher. The attitude of the Indian towards the 
ruling rac~as a c8rporate entity, symbolic ot the West, 
has necessarily been defined as one of moral sub­
servience. BUI~ attitude towards the individual of 
the ruling rrc~, is, if that individual will permit it,· 
that of man to man. He recognizes the ruler; but if 
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the ruler ~s not eng~ed, at that moment, in ruling-a 
pastime in which I seldom indulged save when a sleep­
ing-berth had been improperly reserved-then the 
Indian-becomes no longer the ruled., but his buoyant 
self, free to employ subtlety or fra~kness, chatter or 
reserve, according to his temperame!lt. Unfortunately 
there a!"e too many English, whose work only brings 
them. ipto contact with a limited number of Indian 
subordinates, and who, even when not engaged in 
command, cannot or will 'lOt dissemble their assump­
tion oi superiority. Before such people, the Indian 
withdraws his personality. But in his soul, as one 
human being faced with another, he has no more 
feeling of real inferiority than an aristocrat before 
a king or an employee on a nobleman's estate. This 
feeling springs to life, and is gODf, with the other's 
claim, not to rule, but to incarna"te'a higher form of 
creation. 

Were this otherwise, the problem would be without 
hope, and India would be the most hateful country in 
the world. In fact, the Englishman meets, wherever 
he goes \u1d so Jo~g as he remains impervious to the 
disease of h~ race, aecharming desire to .mooth his 
path and. to perform spontaneous kindnejses for him. 
Intercourse between the two races ha~ts exasperations: 
the Indian seems to us often la7Y or absent-minded or 
.over~proud beyond the right of sinful man. But at 
bottom he is, if calm, reasonable and fair-minded. 
And it capnot but be assumed thatt'if theie qualities 
are for long in abeyance, the fault must lie with causes 
outside his control, and his compllilV must have a 

. measure of right in it. • • 
I have sought to show, in-terms of personal ex • • 
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perience, first, how easily and naturally the cgmplacent 
assumption of racial superiority can overtake the 
Englishfnan ; secondly, into what arrogan~e and 
narrow incongrui~ it can drive him; thirdly, how 
superlative is his. real work; and fourthly, how for­
tunate he is in thtt material on which his edifice rests. 
The first two experientes reveal the causes that have 
brollght the problem into being; 'he last twp" why 
its solution is not impossible. 

To summarize :-The cdhtact between East and 
West is not new. From it the West has gaijted as 
much in the past as the East is gaining now. Further­
more, the materialistic tendenCies of Western civiliza­
tion to-day show that, if the East can be saved from 
those tendencies, she can again prove the benefactor 
and saviour of t~ West. Meanwhile, the Western 
man's a.ssumptioft M racial superiority has rendered 
him odious to the East. And the only means wh~h 
the East has devised of resisting this assumption are, 
either to swallow his materialism whole and undi­
gested, or else to take a little of It and rebel against 
him forcibly. Japan has tried th~fiiSt cour~ and is 
losing her .soul; Chinij. the se.oend, and ~elapsed into 
chaos. Indijt. remains, holding in ~r precarious 
balance the resiiue of hope. And the problem Jor 
English and Indian alike is so to regulate the contact 
between East and West as to a void these two extremes~ 
and to find a way whereby the East may accomplish 
the assim~tion "f Western ideas to the fprtherance 
rather than the destruction of her spiritual gifts; just 
as, in the past;arope assimilated the Eastern ideas 
that had crxst..llized in Christianity. I 

The preblem demands of the unprejudiced observer 
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a high degree of intellectual application. He cannot 
help seeing that if the contact between East and West 
is ever. to be regulated for the profit of mankind, the 
English in. Inwa are furthest on tke way to success. 
At the same time, he cannot help syp1pathizing with a 
people of deep and original attainments who find it 
no longer possible to acquieste in the Englishman's 
assUlpption of rad!! superiority-an assumption which 
becomes increasingly offensive in proportion as the 
Englishman's own pron01!nced conception of human 
dignit~ is assimilated by the Indian. Thus the un­
prejudiced observer finds himself in substantial accord 
with two opponent interests: a political achievement 
of incalculable importance to the future of the race; 
and the wounded self-respect of men who represent 
one-fifth of the world's total powlation. That this 
opposition exists is the chief fa'tt· of the moment. 
Aild the observer must ask himself how far it is in­
herent in the system of English rule, or by what means 
it can be eliminated. The answer lies not with politics 
alone. For it is plain that, however satisfactory a 
device <'f autoI\DJ1ous government may result from 
the recent cqrsultatioJ1S, however cheerfullyethe Hindu 
lamb may be induced into the bosom oUhe Mussulman 
wqJ.f, however generously the Prin~s ~ay agree to 
surrender power to the interest of a national federation, 
~he peace of India will remain disturbed, and Asia 
bereft of guidance, until the Englishman resident in 
India leaJVS that he has brought the froubl&ton himself 
and resorves to make amends. 



II 

THi: INDIANS 

• 1. THE UNITY OF INDIA 

BEFORE attempting to distover how well or ill the 
Englishman in modem ~ndia fulfils the respo~ibility 
that has descended on hun, some effort must be made 
to realize what India is. Expert opinion holds that, 
but for a veneer of nationalism engendered by a unifonntl 
administration, India is not: " There is no such thing 
as India," runs t~ parrot-cry. In the same breath, 
the same polititat dogmatizer will remark on the 
change that has come over India. during the last h!'Jlf­
century; thereby implying the existence of an entity 
subject to change. Point this out, and your infonnant 
will reply that the Indian entity, in so far as it may 
exist, has been created by the EnENsi-. Hera again he 
confuses the real issue. For-the difference between. 
the Indias~a¥~d present lies not iU·th~ fact that 
India did not EV'ist. before and does now, but in the 
recent capacity to ex'press and consolidate her existence 
which she has obtained from the English adminis­
tration. 

The wocd " lAlla " is primarily a geographical tenn. 
Such terms imply not necessarily uniformity~ within, 
but an esse+~separation ftom the world ~thout. 
Among the. Uthabitants of the Indian peninsula, thi's 
separation and distiI!ction have always been keenly 

29 
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felt. Thus the whole of Hindu philosophy is woven 
with references to the Himalayas and the uplands 
beyond them, seat of uncharted wisdom. The very 
consciJusness of such a mountain barrier, of such an 
array of glittering peaks strung aloni the ~hole of the 
country's land frontier, enables e~ry Indian, what­
ever his creed, tongue, or ra<;e:-to speak of himself as 
an Indjan, and a!t one with other Indians of other 
creed;, tongues, and races. Furthermore, it is only 
necessary to read the accouflts of travellers from beyond 
those mountains, such as that of Hiuan-Tsang in the 
sevent~ century, to realize that, throughout the 
centuries, India has always seemed to outsiders more 
of a composite entity than ever did, for example, the 
Roman Empire. The Emperor Babur, in a section of 
that unique Asiatic document, hil". memoirs, written 
about 1519, gives vivid expression-tct this sentiment: 

"The Empire of Hindustan is extensive, populous, 
and rich. On the east, the SQuth, and even the west, it 
is bounded by the Great Ocean. On the north it has 
Kabul, Ghazni and Kandahar. The capital of all 
Hindustful is D81hf. 

" Hindust~n is situat!ed in the first, second,· and third 
climates. m part of it is in the fOUl tho Jt is a remark­
ably fine country. It is quite a differeqt wo~d compared 
with our countries. Its hills and rivers, its forests and 
plains, its animals and plants, its inhabitants and their 
languages, its winds and rains, are all of a different 
nature. . .. You have no sooner passed Sind than the 
country, the trees, the stones, the warMering iribes, the 
manner'S aAd customs of the people, are all entirely those 
of Hindustan. Even the reptiles are tiif:!erent. . .. The 
frogs of Hindustan are worthy of notice. -'Though of the 
same species of our own, yet they will n!n six or seven 
~az on the face of the water." -
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Finally, after a category of animals, flow~rs, trees, 
and fruit, the arrogant Central Asian humanist sums 
up with his famous description: 

" The c01Jntry ot Hindustan has few pleasures to recom· 
mend it. The ~ople are not handsome. They have 
no idea of the cI!ar~. of friendly society, of frankly 
mixing together, or of fapliliar intercourse. They have 
nO genius, no comprehension of miftd, no politbiess of 
manner, no kindness or fellow·feeling, no ingenUi.~y or 
mechanical invention in Plimning or executing their 
handicraft works, no skill or knowledge in design or 
architecture; they have no horses, no good Bosh, no 
grapes or musk-melons, no good fruits, no ice or cold 
water, no good food or bread in their bazars, no baths or 
colleges, no candles, no torches, not a candlestick. . . . 
For their bwldmgs they study neither elegance nor 
climate, appearance nor regularity. The peasants and 
the lower classes \!il go about naked. . . . 

"The chief e:lcetIency of Hindustan is that it is a 
large country and has abundance of gold and silver ..•. 
Another convenieI'lce of Hmdustan is that the workmen 
of every profession and trade are innumerable and 
without end. For any work, or any employment, there 
is always a set ready, to whom the same employment 
and trade have descended from fat~r_o son fer ages." 

• • 
To this description, Sir Lucas King, th~·mC!st recent 

; editor of Le'den.and Erskine's translation, appends 
the following note: "Babur's opinions regarding Inc1ia 
are nearly the same as those of most Europeans of the , 
upper class, even at the present day." Unfortunately 
he is right,.and ht.; note explains much of tpat harsh 
absence of sympathy in the English which so disquiets 
those of them w~ .unk otherwist!. But like Babur, he 
too vindicates t~ conception of India as a single country , 
-a conception which _he Emperors Asoka, Harsha, 
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and BaQu!'s grandson, Akbar, though separated by long 
intervals of time, did actually invest with political 
reality.. It must be remembered that all {he great 
warrioh and rulers of India have it all times sought 
to emulate this success; and that ~he recollection of 
those three reigns, though sometiIlies exaggerated by 
nationalist historiographers, '1\as preserved political 
unit~ ih the Indian consciousness as a proper 'and 
desira~le condition. 

Nevertheless, it must -be evident to the blindest 
suppoiter of the new aspirations, that India presents 
a scheme of social, political, philosophical, and artistic 
disintegration without pardliel in human history. The 
cause of this condition seems, at first sight, not difficult 
to trace. For ages the more energetic races of the 
North-west have poured down tCJ the Indian plains 
through the comparatively easy J'aSfies of the Hilldu­
I\,ush. In a lesser degree, the west coast has proved 
hospice to countless traders and refugees from religious 
persecutions of the Middle East. Yet most countries 
in the world have received invaders and colonists; and 
have, ia time, Clisif1ilated the strangers into their own 
schemes of life and tliought. India has ~t done so. 
Her scheme~Jrom before history was written, has been 
too diffuse. The cause of this is.mor~ difficult to 
determine. 

The key to the understanding of this national idiosyn­
crasy lies with a branch of historical science which has, 
hitherto, ~carcely even been stated, s!lv~ by ~e classical 
genius loci, and has never been developed at all. 
This science is the c<llculation of 'lhi~visual effect of 
landscape on human activity. In I¥>thing is India 
more distinguished from the rest of the planet than in 
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her appearance. In general, the .country is. t).at, yet 
perpetually broken into smaU, mean formations; 
nature is suburban; "the c~untry and towns of 
Hindus~an are extJi,emely ugly", says Babur; '''all its 
towns and lands have a uniform look ... "; only the 
occasional rivers, Qt vast breadth and volume, tell 
suddenly of the area that-has given them birth. Thus, 
solid- political units have' not beel! induced by the 
physical geography of the country, Philosop~icaJ.ly, 
it is the same; the root coose of India's genius for 
disintegration has sprung from the unknown pasl with 
the roots of her thought. And anyone who has 
pondered the birth of reason on the classic shores of 
the iEegan, or the birth of Monotheism amid the 
opalescent sands of the desert, or the birth of music 
beneath the colourless crags and pines of northern 
Europe, will kno~ h~w intimately the development of 
thought is bound up with visual surroundings. Sav.,e 
in the minute details of animals and flowers, the Indian 
scene lacks both colour and form to an extent whose 
totality is almost frightening. The light, steely grey, 
destroys them. The newly arrived f.i~tor is oozed to 
find himselt moving about a woild of two dimensions, 
from which all hint of recession or ma'i'- is absent. 
Between elev'en o~clock and three it is impossible to 
take a photograph; there is nothing to take; tte 
shadows, where the vertical sun permits them to exist 
at all, have been destroyed by the light refracted from 
the ground.; andt the developed negative ~plays a 
bemused blank. Thus, just as the Indian architect 
has never attellft>tlld that play ~f masses with which 
the European glns his effects, and has been obliged to 
develop a novel (and hitberto misunderstood) principle 
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of creatit}g architectural form by an intricate play of 
millions of small shadows arranged in structural 
patterns; so likewise the Indian thinker has reared 
a system of a thousand possibilitifs, ranging through 
the whole continuum of the universe, and immensely 
subdivided in accordance with a Qrofound conviction 
of human inequality. Frorri- this conviction springs 
that ipnate sense' of propriety, decorum, and accept­
anc~ of status, which is the Indian's most remarkable 
social gift-a gift which, r. ever it be allowed to fructify 
withiz; a stable political framework, may prove a far 
greater advantage to the world at large than the spiral 
hungenng after" buccess" which has enthralled the 
West and the vassals of Western thought. This loosely 
built, non-dogmatic system of speculation permits a 
universal belief that it is every mj-n's proper function, 
be he sufficiently endowed with the-power of thought, 
tf) pursue an individual quest of Reality, and to 
practise, in order to attain his end, a strict bodily and 
social discipline whose degrees may vary, but which 
can never be subordinated to considerations of greater 
politica: or soci'll ::onvenience. 

Thus we are presen\ed with a country geographically 
as distinct trom the rest of the world as Australia; 
thickly inhabited and possessing l'l high degree of 
civilization; too large ever to have attained permanent 
political unity before the advent of mechanical trans­
port; too featureless geographically to have split up 
into a permanent agglomeration of Ihltiona1 units; too 
formless visually to have evolved schemes of rational 
inquiry such as the Greek, or of rL)l'otheistic govern­
ance such as the J ewishlfi and supporting a people or 
peoples who, for these very rea.;ons, have circumscribed 
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the purpose of being within a framework o.f religious 
individualism and of increasingly complex religious 
custom. 

Upon this fluid~cene have swept, since histC:ry was 
first written, tw" chief invaders. First came the 
Moslems, who, whi12 preserving intact their culture and 
religion, though not tlt\:;ir tongue, have seen all their 
efforts towards political 'integration perpetual}y. and 
permanently frustrated, and who have become as 
individualist and divided a. the Hindus they sought 
to rule. On their heels followed the English, W give, 
at long last, actuality to the dream of a permanently 
unified India. But in estimating the English achieve· 
ment, one peculiar condition attaching to their adven1 
must always be remembered-a condition whicll 
explains their past. success and perhaps their inade· 
quacy for the f~ure. For the English have never, 
owing to the climate, or perhaps to some intuitive la~k 
of sympathy with the country, colonized India. ThE: 
stream of English efficiency has flowed undiluted from 
its native source; its exponents have come out from 
England, and eventually, their tasj ,"ompletld, haVE: 
returned ,hither; while th€iir children, whether 
destined for the same service or not, h~~e been sent 
home at an- earli' age before the Indian scene has 
affected their characters. Thus India has had eno 
opportunity of exercising her disintegrating genius on 
her white rulers. And thus, at the same time, those 
rulers havi neve! been able to transmit ~eir sym~ 
pathies and understanding to the younger generations 
who eventuall~t~e their place in the commerce or 
administration fDf the counqy. Though an English­
man spend his whole aciult life and capacity in India; 
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though h~ personal genius has found full and satisfying 
expression there; though he will be miserable, and 
knows( it, . on retirement; India never becomes his 
home. H1S thoughts are always t<>ward England, a 
place which, in fact,the detests, al1d where, far from 
being" somebody", he is usually an object of ridicule. 
And the visitor will observe t1tat he habitually refers 
to th~ Iand which flas given him happiness, wealth, 'and 
position, and which he regards as an artist regards his 
pictures, as " this bloody country". Thus, though he 
has bl(en the means of gi"ving expression to Indian 
national unity, he has, oj his own choice, no part in that 
umty. Rather, he tend'> and upholds it. It is the 
property of Indians alone, and as such can only be the 
outcome of long dormant potentiality, a potentiality 
conjured from the visual and geographical peculiarities 
of the country with their concomittlnl!J modes of thought 
apd their resulting racial and political fluidity. This 
latter quality may appear, from the European stand­
point, the very negation of unity, potential or actual 
But when it is considered that over no comparable area 
in the v.orId ar~ w many peoples of so many races, 
creeds, and tongues, ~ inextricably commitngled, it is • evident thaC' Indians", who deserve that appellation 
bYt their consciousness of a common Rte, inay hold the 
seed of a more exemplary and more permanent unity 
than the hard, prejudiced, and aggressive states of 
Europe and America. 

Such a~e the ancient verities whlth con~titute the 
Indian entity. Round the spirit of that entity the 
English have begun to erect a con~reif" body. Mean­

'while, the spirit itself has been so reinforced by the 
ideas of the modem world as rt> have now become the 
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most potent force alive in the country ..... And.the future 
history of India will be determined by whether this 
force, once it ceases to be invigorated by the ~ruggle 
against foreign ~pression, will collapse before the 
eternal instiJ:\ct to'4'ards disintegrapon, or will exchange, 
while there is still 'time, the gaudy nationalism of the 
moment for a course ~f. true co-operation ~th the 
English, and between all Indians, -in the com.pletion 
of the political body. The seed has taken root. And 
however unreal the hot-gospel of the nationalist 
fanatic, who seeks with flag and anthem to ciIlvince 
both himself and the stranger that here is a ready­
made fascisto-patriotic nation only waiting political 
emancipation to dazzle the world with an uplifting 
array of temperance movements, midwifery classes, 
and athletic triumphs, the means of nourishing the 
seed have been ~n~ated in real enough form by the 
English administration. The administration, in this 
context, has accomplished two great things. It has 

. provided the country with a Ungua jranca; so that 
mem1:iers of all communities and districts can meet in 
intelligible discussion. And furthtrJllore it ~as pro­
vided, by -its railway system, ~he me ani- and by its 
centralized ~ureaucracy and legislatures, the necessity, 
of their doing 9l>. Thus, for the educated claSjes, 
India has been transformed, in fact as well as in spirit, 
into a single country. General tariffs, currency, postal 
system, and in some cases taxation, combine to increase 
the sens&,~f nati~nal unity among all thos~ who have 
the intelligence. to concern themselves with politics at 
all • • . ,-

I t is importft.nt to distinguish the reality from thi 
unreality of modern 'ndian nationalism. The un-
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reality, which, even' among those who recognize the 
full benefit of the English administration to the cause 
of un±tcy, is at once the part-cause and whole weapon 
of the present discontent, uerives frora India's suddenly 
acquired capacity to regard herself. through .the eyes 
of the outside world, and to judge lierself by universal 
standar9s. On arrival at KQ.r~chi, I happened to ask 
the Jligh Commissioner in Sind what, in his experience 
of thirty years, was the greatest change that had come 
over the country. He reJ51.ied that it was only during 
and siR-ce the War that Indians had come to look on 
themselves as anything more than people self-contained 
within their own boundaries, oblivious of outside 
interest or opinion, and content to achieve contact 
with the West through the English only. Realizing 
with a start that the world was loo-king at them, they 
have begun to look at themselves~ 'Self-confidence or 
self-acceptance have given place to self-consciousness. 

It is easy to imagine what the Indian must have seen 
when once he had embarked on this process of historical 
introspection. While on every side the peoples 'of the 
world wl!re busy cfmsolidating and rearranging them­
selves in accqydance with their real or imagin~d national 
identities; while it was patent that the fjarrower and 
mQ"e jealous the identity, the more Jrower and respect 
it commanded; and while this whole system was 
''lccelerated at the end of the War, was imposed from 
above on Arabs and Jews, and was validated from 
below by rbloody insurrection in I/Hand;" only the 
Indian, of all the great nations. could, be observed in 
passive acceptance of a foreign rule 1nd>rdministration, 
\vhkh, though welcome for its materi~ benefits, had 
been imposed by conquest ana maintained by force. 

I 
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In his fonner isolation, the Indian .might or xp.ight not 
have tolerated his position as member of a subject race 
in perpetuity. But to find himself regarded, in the 
eyes of the world, as a member of a subject race, on a 
level, for all' political purposes, with the negroes of 
Africa, was insupportable. His troops had fought in 
the War and had been fargely responsible for the con­
que!>'t of Mesopotamia; his representaotives had aftended 
the Peace Conference. In addition, the other British 
dominions, already self-governing, were now about to 
Qispense with even the form and letter of ~nglish 
authority. Yet still he, product of an older civihzation 
than the European and endowed with intelligence above 
the common lot, but encased and damned within a 
coloured skin, was consigned to the whims of an alien 
bureaucracy and d~nied all effective share in shaping 
the course of hiS' mtional destmy. Throughout the 
Western world, national self-determination was being 
preached as the highest purpos~ of humanity. And 
was not the world being made safe, and had not Indian 
troop~ helped to make it safe, for democracy? Yet 
there seemed small hope to the Indijn.that hi~country 
would be permitted a share in ~is general distribution 
of political ldvantage. Dyarchy was t.Ped. Grudg­
ingly bestowed, it was grudgingly accepted, and did 
little to oblIterate the prevailing sense of natio~aJ 
humiliation. , 

This reflected sense of national identity had been 
growing, among! small minority of the int;lligentsia, 
for the past three decades. The first national Congress 
assembled in l6BS&at the instarIt:e of Mr. 1\. O. Hume, 
a retired civil slKYant. Soon after, the Bengal terroristlJl 
took the initiative in violent outrage. The result of 
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the RussQ-Japanese- War was received with the wildest 
acclamation, as showing for the first time since the 
eighteenth century that Europe in conflict with Asia 
was ;ot necessarily invincible. Five years later the 
question ef the admission of Indiaps, on equal terms 
with white settlers, to British cslonies, had become 
acute. But it was only duriifg the War and after it, 
that tlje desire fonecognition, not only by the English, 
but 'also by, and because of, the world in general, of 
the Indians' right to an ~ffective national identity in 
accor~ce with modem ideas, became urgent and 
obtained the support of the whole educated class 
throughout the country, irrespective of racial or 
religious differences. 

Superficially, the chief result of this widespread 
movement has been to infect the fiducated population 
with an acute distemper of touthi\less and vamty; 
to engender a disregard for wntten or spoken truth, 
repellent in its completeness; and, worst of all, to 
furnish the rising generation with a false and con­
temptible set of materialistic standards, by adhering 
to whiclr. it ma~ ltPpe, as it thinks, to stand well WIth 
the Americanized 'Western world. But,. such dIS­
abilities we~f} perhaps inevitable on clpser contact 
wi~h a grossly imperfect but roorally irresistible 
civilization. For on probing beneath the surface, it 
js apparent that thi" same movement hal> a.ctually 
given forcible, if sometimes incoherent, expression to 
the real UJlity of the country, to tht consoiousness of 
which the traveller, as he travels, becomes gradually 
aware, that India, despite her systerfl. o{,acial, religious, 
'and social disintegration, possesses a soul and person­
ality as tangible and definite< as a jury of English 
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grocers or a row of English elms.' If the false sfund­
ards induced by the false ideology of the modern 
world are allowed to pass, and this real emotio:q,. born 
with the trees ana flowers and scents of the pallid 
Indian soil, is prejerved and pu,rified in it$ new and 
positive form, the~ and then only, will the struggle 
,Plld misery of recent ylirs not have been wasted. 

Corollary to this over-sensitiv~ess to We~tern 
opinion is the present almost universal belief that the 
English government and the English people are engaged 
in an active propaganda to discredit the India~ races 
in the eyes of the outside world, and to prove them 
unfit, both physically and mentally, for the bestowal 
of political autonomy. During my voyage from 
Karachi to Bombay, while the rest of the ship's 
passengers were staggering out of the saloon to be sick 
over their shirt-f~n'ts, I came into conversation with 
a young and widely travelled Parsi, who informed me, 
to my great astonishment, that of course he and every 
one else knew that Mother Indta had been published 
under'he auspices of the English government. When 
I tried to recall for his information t,e.extremt! distress 
tlccasionedtby that book's appearance in </ficial circles 
in London, hJ! assumed a smile of toleran~ and pity, as 
though he had ju.t rebuffed a confidence trickster ~d 
bore no malice. Those who wish to gauge the intense 
resentIlllmt aroused by Mother India must read Un~le. 
Sham, e: respondent exposure of God' -(and Miss 
Mayo's) own cou!ttry, compiled from the s\litistics of 
Judge Lindsay and the records of Chicago gangsters, 
and still on s~e ~ every statit>n bookstall in India. 
Miss Mayo has 'teen largely discredited by her-carelessl 

use of long supersede<f authorities such as the Abbe 
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Dubois. .Actually ker revelations are true of certain 
sections of the population; though in what proportion 
it is difficult to ascertain. But when the national 
honou~ is affronted, the virtue of tlClth ceases to be of 
account. Nothing could have shj>wn more clearly 
the genuine worth and rf'alism of I_dian national senti­
ment than the attitude of i8y Parsi. Not for one . \ 

mometit would M~s Mayo have ventured or wish~d to 
imp~te to the highly disciplined Zoroastrian com­
munity any of the practic~ she so graphically describes, 
aor wjluld any Zoroastrian venture to defend those 
practices in others. Yet the Parsi was outraged. He 
was outraged because, although a member of the 
,mallest, richest, most racially foreign, and most 
religiously distinct community in India, the Indian 
aation, of which he felt himself to)Je a part, had been 
b.eld up to the execration of the Wootern world; and 
because, in his belief, this fortuitous publication under­
taken by an inquisitive female from across the Atlantic, 
was neither more nor less than part of an official con­
,piracy to discredit the very real and adr!'l.irable 
patrioti~m that D1f11ed within him. There may be no 
such thing as an Indian nation. But ihere most 
certainly ex~s an Indian nationalism which transcends 
nOJ only the differences of race, cl3js, a~d creed, but 
even the shallow ideology of industrial and political 
slogans imported from the West. 

But though a nationalism dictated by the critical 
gaze of t~ modern world provide th~ will t~ invejt the 
spirit and individuality of India with a conerete 
mechanism, the powet is yet want~lg~ ·Jhe ingenuity 
of constitutional theorists, combined With the.accumu­
lated experience of the most capable administrators in 
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history. may succeed. eventually,' in constl11cting a 
perfect scheme of I autonomous govemn;tent. The 
motive power must be found by the Indians them· 
selves. And alwa)lS looms that spectral. primary 
instinct towards (ijsintegration. born of the light. 
which pulverizes Ifldian thought into centrifugal 
sparks. destroying its ~iectivity and its power of 
devisrllg practical means to an alwa,s emotional ~nd. 
Politically, by comparison with his other attainments, 
the Hindu is naturally incoftlpetent. We may give 
him materials and plan; we may cast the part~ and 
erect the machine; but who will keep it working and 
repaired? It is here, in the immediate future. that the 
growing urgency of contact between East and West 
must justify itself; must do for the Indian what Bud­
dhism once did, and. furnish him with that humanist 
capacity to co-ordi~afe thought and convenience which 
he so disastrously lacks. For Buddhism was the off­
shoot of Hinduism. And if Buddha could renounce the 
subjective emotions of the ascetic for the objective 
regulat!on of conduct in society, and could thereby set 
his face towards a higher and more,.iltgle truth than 
could ever 4be attained by the ei.nnumera~le postula­
tions of indivJduals, so may the example .. nd patience 
of Western reasOI» and constructive effort, instead'pf 
vitiating Indian thought with a superficial materialism, 
succeed in bringing to life a second Indian humanism. 
Unless and until some such defence against the sun 
and tb,e evi)geniu: of the country is devised,.the house 
of self-governm1Pt, be it never so beautiful. will be 
founlied on s~ a8d will dissol'Ce into sand. 
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2. mkEE FACTORS IN mE l40DERN COMMUNITY 
~ 

The general moral effect of Westem civilization on 
Asiatic has been outlined in Chapier I. Its particular 
effects on particula.r Indian insti~ltions have alrea.dy 
been subjected by 'so many writefs to such exhaustive 
analysis, that to recapituli1i~ them were to obscure 
still fllrther the fundamental verities of the pro~lem. 
In Chapter II it is desired mainly to attempt some 
account of that momentltlus body, the modern Indian 
intelijgentsia, who are the trustees, for good or evil, 
of the Indian national consC'iou<;ness. Yet any such 
account of what is, numerically, so small a minority of 
the popUlation must necessarily derive its reality, in 
the mind of the reader, from the background against 
which it moves. This backgrou:ad contains, roughly 
speaking, four main forces: first, \h~financial and com­
mercial interests; second, the warrior peoples of the 
North and West, Sikhs, Punjabis, Kashmiris, Pathans, 
and, in lesser degree, Rajputs and Mahrattas, whose 
bent finds employment in the Indian Army ~ third, 
the rydfs or cult4vators, comprising the great mass of 
the fudian populatioIP; and fourth, the PAnces, whose 
territories l\e contiguous to, and som_times inside, 
e'iery province of British India, and who are now 
stepping forward to suggest that the spirit of their 
treaties he 'honoured before they consent to participate 
In the proposed Indian federation. The financial and 
commerci;ll interests differ little frtm th8se of other 
corl~tries; some indication of their attitude''to present 
pr«plems will be fourtd in the foll<Jwitj; chapter. The 
warlike peoples, who can and will fight to prevent 
their subjection to vrofession<tl politiciails drawn from 
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races they despise, may hold or destroy the ;>eace of 
India in the future. At present, however, it remains 
to be seen whether they cannot be satisfied, and their 
pride cannot be.as:;uaged, by the devices of repre­
sentative government. In any case their part in the 
Indian equilibrium \:ts been so often stated, and at 
such length, that it is \!ttnecessary to repeat it; the 
curio~ reader need only glance at a Jecruiting 1l\ap to 
understand it. But the personalities of the ryot and 
the Prince, though much has l>een written of them, in 
their institutional aspect, have remained obscure, 
perhaps for this very reason. They deserve, pos~ibly, 
some further elucidation. 

(i). The Ryot 
The writer on In~ian affairs never fails to stress, 

with exemplary m.is.ence, the crucial fact that nine­
tenths of the Indian population live in the villages 
and are supported by them. His object in this insist­
ence is twofold. If he is a nationalist, it is to illustrate 
the pe.ennial poverty and financial oppression to 
which the great majority of the inhabtta,nts are ~ubjett. 
If he is an ~glishman, it is to r~vea1 the intelligeMtSia 
as wholly unrepresentative of the quiescent, non­
political mass~s, w1J,ose sole desire is to till their fields 
in practical assurance of livelihood and justice. Ea&. 
exposition contains the germ of truth. But between 
them, the personality of the cultivator is swallowed 
up. To th~Eur~n reader, anxious for information, 
he exists only as an economic factor, and -not ~ a 
human being. • • • . _ 

In Western tciety, "the job It is the symbol of 
security; to 1k out of a job is to invite the sympathy 
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of the cpmmunity. In India, the equivalent symbol 
is land. In relation to land, at least, the Indian main­
tains a practical sense of affairs. A small proportion 
of the landed population seeks ~mployment in the 
large towns; in Calcutta, whose permanent population 
is more than a million, not more.than a quarter of th~ 
inhabitants regard the to~ as their home; their 
thoughts and purpose, like their wives and fa!bilies, 
are" with the land; and during the intermittent crises 
of land settlement or land reassessment in their native 
distrfts, not even the threat of permanent dismissal 
by their present employer will keep them from return­
ing to their villages, there to reinforce their claims to 
those ancestral tenures which give so potent a con­
tinuity to the lives of each succeeding generation. 
Wherever the village-born Indiap goes, wherever his 
occupation may take him, this temxe, its maintenance 
and possibly its extension, supersede all other con­
siderations. In sickness or holiday, for marriage or 
the birth of a child, it is to the village he returns; and 
thither, during his period of employment elsewhere, is 
dispatohed a liT,ie proportlOn of his wages.! In old 
age, he settles down "n the land once mo.e. And his 
savings, shtjlld there be any, go to the land and give 
him advantage over the majority Ilf hrs fellows who 
h~ve passed their lives in the fields and, probably, in 
the thrall of extortionate money-lenders. 

The tenure of land is the most constant and socially 

1 In the t!ooghly Jute nulls (Calcutta), employmg-about 400,000 
men, the average yeady wage 1S £19 lOS .. ?f ~bJCh £3 6s, or ont>­
SlXth, 15 d15patched to the"vlllages Thus~e.. tal value of money 
orders 1ssued by the post offices m the Jute ill area (where the 
number of other workers 15 mSlgmficant) dun4 1929 amounted to 
Rs 1,76,29,387 2. 6, or approxnnately tI,3'jj,2,204. 
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binding {actor in Indian life. No . large po~tical cal­
culation can ever be valid unless it first surveys the 
possibility of this tenure's being upset. By that 
means, and that alo~e with the exception of a religious 
persecution, could the masses be called into playas a 
ievolutionary instru-;'ent. And on this tenure rests, 
and always has rested, tt'he edifice of Indian finance. 
Of th1! £72,320,000 which comprised lalle total rev.enues 
of the British Indian provinces for the year I929-30, 
£26,6IO,DOO, or considerably nIOre than one-third, were 
contributed by land revenue. The present metllPd of 
collecting this revenue is inequitable, irregular, and 
obsolete. The asse::.sments are still largely determined 
by the executives responsible for the meeting of 
financial ends. And while the large landowners are 
frequently protected. by direct agreements with the 
Crown, agreements,.which were lavishly distributed as 
political bribes during the early part of the last century, 
the weight of budgetary expansion is left to fall on the 
small proprietors. Hence the under-current of dis­
content_ which can always be stirred to life in the 
villages by a suffiClent exposition ~i. politiool im-
probability. • • 

The divergencies of land tenure vary fro~ 'the estates 
of the large ~emiIlPars, often held under the agre~­
ments mentioned above, through the intermediate 

~ . 
stages of small farmers and propnetors, to that of pure 
villeinage. The larger zemindars enjoy enormous 
incomes, anll in mdhy cases are far wealthier Jhan the 
smaller princes, whose revenues are absorbed by the 
needs of their st~s.· But the m<!Ss of the cultivators, 
frfe or bound, Ive very close to subsistence level. 
Nor is the land revenue their only share of the financial 
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burden .• It is they who pay the salt tax' and the 
excise duties, which comprise respectively the third 
largest source of revenue to the Central government 
and the second largest to the Profincial governments. 
And it is they again who bear the chief incidence of 
many of the customs' duties, lJarticularly from th~ 
ever-increasing charge on '-foreign cloth. For the 
India}\ politiciaIl'l who rails with all the senti:l!!.ental 
fervour of a Clydeside leader against the Indian Govern~ 
ment's salt and drink nwnopolies, does not hesitate, in 
his Ij-ncastrophobia, to make the poorest of his com~ 
patriots pay more and yet more for his cotton clothes, 
in order to subsidize the incompetent and extravagantly 
managed mills of Bombay, whose war-time profits, if 
conserved with discretion, might have tided them over 
decades of industrial adversity. 

The traveller in India, and, for matter of tnat, the 
educated resident, English or Indian, seldom leaves 
the ordinary channels of communication. As the 
motor traverses the main road, or the traill flashes 
through the ~Iillal scene of little fields and ditches 
broken by the sharp1>lue-green of parky ~ees, he looks 
from the \tindow and then leans back again, knowing 
tltat India is all and always the sawe. !5ometimes the 
tower of a temple, the dome of a mosque or toinb, or 
the outline of a ruined fort blurred with pestiferous 
creepers, breaks the horizon, to recall the activity of 
remote iJldividuals. But the reco!ection.is dissolved. 
as the motor draws up to refuel, or the train to re­
water, by the unifOl"m stares of~ t,.ething humanity 
born out of nothingness, to gaze for tIe moment before 
expiring into nothingness. Who are all these men and 
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women, *here do they live, what do they do ~d think 
about, why do they sit there, where are they going, 
and why? It is they who are India, they who have 
built the temples Jlnd mosques and worshipped in 
them, they who have tilled the fields, dug the ditches, 
and reaped the cro~. And if they are India, what 
'does the traveller kno\f' of India? This question I 
askelit myself at every station during r6,ooo miles of 
railway journeys. Though I am far from having 
answered it, circumstances e.abled me to visit a few 
at least of India's half a million villages, and to irQpress 
the outward reality of the people's existence on my 
mind. 

A village on a road is an exceptional village, and is 
probably, despite appearance to the contrary, a local 
metropoliS, boasting. an intermittent market, one OF 
two shops, and pqhaps even a post office. The real 
village', where lives the majority of the population, lies 
in the midst of the fields and must be approached on 
foot. The houses, irregularly placed, are of mud, the 
earth ceround appearing to have risen up into low 
rectangles. Overhead, the great a~~tectural trees 
of India sPfaead a grateful sha~. The approaching 
visitor will have been observed. And ttl-e headman 
will be standitJ.g o~ide the village to receive him aI\d 
conduct him down the narrow six-foot alleys between 
the mud walls. Or perhaps he may come upon th,e 
village worthies, three or four grouped together round 
their here~ary cltief on a mud platform, ~ated on 
string bedsteads, and, if some business is on hand, 
engaged in wat~ngt one of thei~ number laboriously 
trace hieroglypIt::s in sticky violet ink on a bit of 
exercise-book paper. 



A~ ESSAY ON PNDIA 

All the.world ov(}r, villages have at least two thi~ 
in common: a shop and a church. In India the shop 
is closed most of the day behind carved double doors 
set in a mud wall. At duslt the~ open, and women 
come gliding up to fill their kerosene bottles. The 
church, temple or mosque stams round the next < 

comer, offset by a small spa~t whose mud walls are 
tidied:with a litt~e whitewash. It... 

My time was always restricted. I never learnt to 
speak even that imperati~ e dialect habitually employed 
towaf(.ls servants. And even this would have been of 
little use in the villages. Therefore I cannot pretend 
in any sense that 1 entered at all into village life. But 
as my advent was generally regarded as a momentous 
occurrence, the headman probably attributing it to 
some machination of GovernmenC: and as I was there­
fore received with deference and mspitality, I some­
times asked to be shown an ordinary village house. 
where I could see the people at home. The headman. 
if he thinks me mad, is pleased to exhibit his authority, 
and, proceeding down the mud alleys, leads 1Jhe way 
into a' mud cf>u .. tyard. Beyond a tethered bullock. 
whose pea<oe is distuIbed by a flock of chi~kens. squat 
a group of men round a hubble-bubble, near wqom, 
yct apart, a woman squats also, at her spinning. On 
my approach, she interrupts her movements to draw 
her sari from her forehead down to her chin; then, 
blinded, continues. It is evening. Suddenly a dull 
light gloY'S from the open doorway' of thl?' mud house 
at the side. The woman rises and moves her apparatus 
within. With a glance to obt'ail the headman's 
acquiescence, I follow. Inside, the rltud walls enclose 
a hurricane lantern and a string bedstead or two, if 

I 
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the owners are prosperous, but more probably nothing 
but a small fire of sticks in a corner, over which another 
woman shreds a pat of dry dung. Unable to thank 
eit}ler of them, I emerge, te find the darkness complete. 

On one occasion 1 made my way to a village in the 
.Punjab after nightfatH. The headman was found and 
conducted me to his oJri ~pacious residence. ~ door 
in a 1vall twelve feet high gave entrance to a-large 
court lit by a hurricane lantern. Within, the house 
disclosed two rooms, the laT~r twenty feet long and 
fifteen high, its roof supported on a single crutch ,illar. 
The faint light of a wick floating in vegetable oil dis­
closed a double row of string bedsteads ready for any 
visitors of sufficient status. In the other room, a party 
of women were again crouching over a fire on the floor, 
preparing the headman's evening meal. Against the 
wall stood a stack- ot sugar-canes, one of which the 
headman offered me as his only possible form of hos­
pitality. I sat on a bedstead and sucked it. After­
wards we made a tour of the other houses of the village, 
whose +nmates were merely dazed by my sudden 
apparition out of the night. _ • • 

One last S4lene remains unfoT~ttable. J.p addition 
to shop and cl1urch every village has its well. Stand­
ing beneath the shiay dark-green leaves of a spreading 
tree late one afternoon in Sind, I gazed in fascination 
upon the ingenious mechamsm of a Persian wheel: the 
bullocks, coupled and blindfold, treading out their 
antique circle; the-tortured interaction of tp_ wooden 
cogs, each carved from a whale tree-stump; the long 
iron band with i.V btTrden of pots-falling for ever and 
ever into the blalk o~ce, and for ever rising out of it 
a-drip with cold silver water; each oot~ before follow-
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iug the heels of its ·ptledecessor into the depths again, 
emptying its water into a narrow groove of clay; the 
groove giving on to an embanked stream.; and finally 
the stream, running swiftly down an incline, branching 
out into a myriad capillaries ov.er the surrounding 
fields. The shadows were leng!hening. A chestnut, ... 
pony fidgeted on its tether. As I stood, engrossed 
with the perfect ~eauty of the scene, a line of women 
defiled through an opening in a high bank and made 
towards the stream. Pbor women they were, cuIti­
vatom since cliildhood; some old, some young; their 
hands, had I shaken them, would have felt horny and 
callonc;ed. Yet as they walked, walking as all Indian 
women do, it was with such aristocracy of movement, 
such evidence of measureless tradition, such absolute 
control of every muscle, yet wit}> such absolute flexi­
bility, that I might have watclied' with less profit a 
passage of Louis XIV through his court, or a per­
formance of the Imperial Corps de Ballet before the 
Tsar. From the head of each flowed a sari of dull 
crimson dotted with black circles, beneath wMch was 
revealld a bl~(!,~ bodice, short-sleeved, tight-fitting, 
and powd"red with S{nall pieces of mirrOr that glinted 
gently agabst the falling sun. On th~ head of each 
£t.:!posed a jar of Rhodian shape decorated in Rhodian 
fashion. Arms hung bare, save for a casing of bangles 
above the wrist. Round the ankles, hoops of massive 
silver drew the eye to the source of poise, the slow-
moving,rflat-spread feet. I () 

The silence remained unbroken. One by one each 
came to the stream~ took her ja~ fr~"l her head, bent 
down, filled it, straightened up, repla'ted the jar on her 
head, a.ftd moved noiselessly away. The impression 

( 
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of them will never fade. Just &. year later I attended 
a charity ball in a London hotel, at which the beauties 
of contempQI'ary England consented to exhibit them­
selves in processio:a upon a raised platform. One by 
one they too came. forward, but staggering and strut­
ting like marionetteG on a string, their arms and legs 
fiyin~ this way and t~at, their bodies propell~d with 
jerkS and starts, their eyes gogglfng and their lips 
wriggling. I remembered the women of Sind, and I 
asked myself, as I shall al~ys ask myself, why and 
how the cultivation of an Indian field snould pt'oduce 
such taste and beauty, and what effect that beauty 
must exercise on those perpetually in contact with 
it. 

Beyond the event,of one headman's begging to assure 
me that he was a-loyal supporter of the Raj and that 
they-pointing to the assembled village-were all con­
tented and happy, I recelved no indication of the 
ryot's political instincts or inclinations. Actually, 
these ~carcely eXlSt. But, apart from the gradual 
infiltration of manufactured comm,.dlties, tltere are 
signs, faint.as yet, but increa~g. that ihe villager 
may soon b~ to achieve some kmd of -contact with 
Western ideal' an(} Western economic theory. 

The germ of the new movement lies in the co-opera­
tive principle and the crewt society. The Indiarf. 
cultivator has at iresent no object beyond the imme­
diate sUpp<Jrt of nlmself and his family wita the bare 
necessities of It·f. His agriculture is therefore almost 
wholly of a 5 sufficing type, -and notwithstanding 
the fact that t is provides him with occupation for' 
only half the year, he is perforce content .to live at 



bare subsistence level. Were the marketing of produce 
organized in village centres, and thence transferred, by 
means of mqfor transport, to the towns, the ryot's 
effort might be rewarded, not orUg by his continded 
existence, but by a margin of profit, and at length by a 
heightened standard of living:. '1.:> enter UJ>on details 
of the. attempts being ma4e to organize some such 
systeu. would be tedious. A first step is to deliver the 
ryot from the greed of his local usurer by the provision 
of proper credit facilitie~. A1ready in British India, 
and t1te nine states where statistics are available, there 
exi~t IIO,OOO co-operative societies which boast a 
membership of 4,500,000 and a capital of £75,000,000. 

A second step is the introduction of agricultural 
machinery on a co-operative basis: the tractors and 
pumping-engines being hired out.at regular rates per 
acre or gallon either by interestecY companies or by 
zemindars with sufficient capital or enterprise to 
purchase them. On several occasions I attended 
demonstrations of tractor-ploughing in remote dis­
tricts, at which the whole village was pre!>cnt to 
appraise with \)1 ~n mind but fundamental dubiety 
the advantages of lftechanical power ever that of 
bullocks. 

,Landed folk are proverbially coooervative; capital 
is scarce; the very inaccessibility of most villages 
constitutes a serious difficulty; and the immediate 
acceptance of such innovations bv any substantial 
proportior~ of the Indian populatlon mo.y seem an 
event of the highest improbability. But there is one 
area where it is hope'd that their intr--iuction may be 
accomplished without oppOsition ane.. within reason­
able time. This is the four million acres that will be 
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suddenly converted from desert to ~arden by·the open­
ing of the Sukkur barrage in I932.1 The immensity 
of this work must be seen to be believed. It stems a 
river I,60o yards in width; it will gladden, as the 
Persian wheel gladdens a furlong or two of ditches, 

o6,2II mile~ of .distrlt)l~~ries; and it will have cost 
£I5,0~o,ooo. If this expeI;lditure is to bring ad~quate 
return, the introduction of mechanited ploughing and 
co-operative marketing is essential. To this fact the 
Government of Bombay is b:fno means blind. and has 
before it the example of the Sudan, where such methods 
have been adopted with flourishing success. 

I have mentioned this possibility of the rationaliza­
tion of agriculture because, though but a shadow on 
the horizon, it suggests a solution to a problem usually 
regarded as insolubl~: namely the creation of a re­
sponsible and ful~ representative Indian democracy 
by the breakdown of village isolation and the improve­
ment of the villagers' standard of living. Whether an 
Indian or any Asiatic democracy is not an absurdity 
beyond' contempt may well be wondered. Bu~ that, 
if representative institutions are to .e' established in 
India for alletime, they will rest4bn a firm€f" and more 
durable founiation the more closely they are related 
to the great mass tf the population with its traditiOOl 
of conservative propriety and its indifference to the 
emotional slogans of the West, admits of no question. 
And it is conceiv~le, and indeed probable, that until 
the franchi~ can be extended to all those enjoying the 
status of peas~t 'proprietors, autonomous Indian 

1 The whole area Cder command 15 7,;00,000 acres, of which the 
new c:hstnbutanes ~ embrace only 5,900,000 2,030,000 of these 
are already lITlgated by the old methods 
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Governments will have their being in the realms of 
economic fantasy and bon-owed prejudice. 

The ReJigious M{lfses 
The religious instinct of Indif., like that of the 

Middle Ages, is a -commonpl;Lc~·. That Islam there' 
preseryes in all its power .a faith which, in TJlrkey, 
MustMa Kemal has apparently eradicated with one 
stroke of his pen, is proof of the peculiar genius of 
" India" as aJ;l. entity. (This instinct, of recent years, 
has ~tracted most notice in the outside world by the 
casualties of recurrent Moslem-Hindu riots. It is often 
observed, as though to fasten the accusation of divide 
et impera on the British, that such riots are un­
known in the States. The reason is obvious: with 
the gJ;owth of representative institutions in British 
India, each community. in distridcs where it is not 
electorally preponderant, sees itself threatened with 
impotence in the provincial legislatures; and this 
rivalry filters down from the intelligentsia to the 
masses. But this much-advertised clash of ifIterests, 
which 'provid~ r-the most formidable obstacle to the 
~tutionl'Of fully r~ponsible governmertt, is actually 
as much terp.peramental as religious. f Its nature is 
iUustrated by the story of an 1!.nglish resident of 
Calcutta, who, at the invitation of the English Prin­
cip,a1, a friel'l.d of his, went to live within the precincts 
of a -Hindu university, accompani~d by his Moslem 
servant. 4; The latter, after several min<fr incidents, 
became seriously embroiled with ~he ftudents; so that 
the principal found it necessary to cli -!duct an inquiry 
into his and their behaviour. The students admitted 
their a~essionr but pleaded provocation on the 
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ground that they disliW tHe way~he Moslem walked. 
Such an accusation does G,edit to their honesty. but 
reveals their weakness. 'Many Ijindus cannot conceal 
their resentment of.. Moslem 'pOise and self-confidence. 
qualities which oft(>Jl enough degenerate into swagger 

-before those whom the Moslem feels to be, and who 
frequflt1y are, his phYsical irlieriors. 

But while, among all but a proportion of the wastern­
ized intelligentsia, the activities of daily life in all 
communities throughout the ctIuntry are circumscribed, 
complicated. and determined. by customs whose ulti­
mate force resides with the extra-terrestrial, the 
religious genius of India finds its truest and oldest 
expression in Hinduism; and one suspects that the 
continued vigour of Moslem belief is largely a psycho­
logical reffection of the Hindus' ineradicable theism 
and consequently-of the desire for differentiatlon in 
that respect. The traveller in India, bellolding for tqe 
first time the towering ornaments of the great Hindu 
temples of Drav'idia, or the artistry impressed on every 
stone ~ the Black Pagoda at Kanarak, begins at length 
to grasp the universal dedication oftf;1te people. But 
in building., the traveller is li.-ing in tll; past. JO 
discover the.reality of popular religion in the pr~nt 
he must look ab~t him, must observe the habits.of 
his servant or such daily sights as that of a pipal-tree 
growing from under the foundations of a neo-Germ~ 
office next the ~lcutta Stock Exchange and daily 
refreshed "'ith small offerings. Then, bi degrees, 
other and mor~ dramatic incidents will obtrude on 
him, particula* if\e is ~ortunate enough to visit any 
of the famous 'eligious Gentres or witness any of th~ . 
big pilgrimages. Only in such surroundings will he be • 
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able to sense theJ spontaneity and devotion of the 
lndian masses and the electric forces of human will 
that underlie them. 

Since the cartridges of the Mlitiny, it has been a 
first precept of English policy ancJ behaviour in India 
never to offend, in the smalles. degree, the religious. 
susceptibilities of the peoplt On two occasions I 
disregarded this. precept'-:"'not of set purpose, but 
accidentally. In neither case was anything like a 
popular frenzy aroused .• But the results of these mild 
advelJtures were interesting as showing how trivially 
such a frenzy could have been aroused, and how per­
tinent was the exercise of a little tact and politeness 
on my part in averting it. 

The first was at Bubaneshvar. The largest and most 
remarkable of the many temples in that place is closed 
to non-Hindus. It can be photographed from a neigh­
bouring roof. But to record its astonishing detail it 
must be drawn. Discovering an open postern in the 
courtyard wall, I borrowed a chair and seated myself 
on the threshold with sketch-book and pencil. ,It was 
early; but as .tie morning proceeded, the sun came 
round and struc~ m)l back. In order t~ obtain the 
shadow of fhe heavy lintel, I moved fOIJVard, placing 
ml feet over the threshold. A c~wd of Brahmins, 
who were standing round in the hope of charity, now 
protested, conscious of English scrupulosity in these 
matters and their own rectitude. I was pressed for 
time, andJllY faculties were concenthted OIl my draw­
ing., The clamour increased; likewise the Brahmins ; 
till some began to try and draw·ml.hack by force. 
Others took my side; argument ensJed; till at last 
the whole population of the place seemed to have 
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collectea to Jom in the squabble and air their opinions. 
The noise was deafening, and unable to fix my atten­
tion any longer I was about to give way, when a stately 
procession emerged irom the temple itself and came 
towards me. This,.I presumed, must be the chief 
Brahmin. Raising IDlY hat, I explained my dilemma, 
pointin,p to the sun and the~ to lhe convenience of the 
shadow, and begged his permission to infringe the 
sacred precincts by the length and bre~dth of two 
shoes. He replied, in courteoos English, that now he 
understood, of course there would be no obje~tion. 
The crowd dispersed like a mist. And I continued to 
draw. 

The second incident occurred during the Kumbh 
Mela at Allahabad. If I digress to describe it, and the 
accompanyIng scene, at some length, it is not only 
because this festiV'll is unique in that it takes place 
but once in every twelve years and then attracts the 
largest simultaneous concourse of people, three to four 
million in number, that ever assembles in the world; 
but als8 because there is no foreseeable event which 
can so reveal, at a single glance, the ijrwnensity of the 
Indian population and the depth of its, emotional 
capacities. • 

For a year befo~hand the authorities had been ~t 
work prepanng for the pilgrims' advent, staking out 
encampments, making water available, drafting special I 
police and other Itw-enforcing bodies, and above all 
providing ftlr the prevention of those w-sastrous 
epidemics of cholera which always threaten these 
assemblies, anrlJ:hetce are spread over the whole 
country by the Wretuming pilgrimsr At the statipn, 
the harassed appearance of the railway officials pro-
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claimed. the abnormal traffic. Special trli!J.s would 
disgorge a million pilgrims in a single day. In another 
day, a million pilgrims would take their departure. 
From all over India they had ,travelled, days and 
nights together, to celebrate thi.; dU9decenniai feast. 
Like them I held myself luck¥ te be alive' and in India 
in February 1930. . 

Tbe objective of the whole excursion is a tn--angular 
spit of sand, two miles and more from base to apex, 
along whose sides the hely rivers of Ganges and Jumna 
flow.to union at the summit. The scene which con~ 
froI}ts the new arrival as he tops the sandy ridge that 
wustitutes the base of the triangle and separates the 
river shores from the surrounding country, is that of a 
desert suddenly peopled. The sun, pallid through a 
haze of dust, beats threateningly upon an endless vista 
of temporary dwellings, amongst 'Which the pilgrims 
in their millions pulsate and subside with the inde­
terminate movements of cheese beneath a microscope. 
From far away on the horizon corne two gleams of 
water, one from the left, the other from the ri6ht, the 
holy rivers waCfe uniting receives every twelfth year 
the persoial homa~ of twenty millio~s of people. 
Fleets of small boats, loaded to the -water-line, dot, 
tJ1eir sacred flux. The apex of the two shores, the 
actual point of confluence, is hidden by a swarm of 
humanity, a mere shadow in the distance, beneath 
whose serried feet land and water have no margin. 
Fanta~ic contrasts meet the eye~ Over to the left, 

the pink iron skeleton of a railway bridge thrusts into 
the sky. Above it ·circles an a~roJ\1.ane, giving tfln­
t1,1pee trips to view the crowd. Dowrl-the great central 
way, two miles of beaten sand, which leads through a. 
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street of clrvi.t1g masts and bright fl9.ating perptants to 
the cOlilfluence, there lumbers an elephant, resplendent 
in plush and gQldeil sequins, and bearing aloft three 
ragged figures, wealthy zemindars, who have momen­
tarily cast ~iae the -trappings of this world. Moving 
i.n the opposite directljIl a car contains a wealthy lady, 
who feeds 500 sad/tus e'flery day. The car is a cheap 
Amerit'an vehicle. But above her head a disciple . " holds a cloth-of-gold umbrella; while another fans 
her with a peacock fan. In a.miserable booth by the 
side of the central way, a jeweller has set up shop with 
furniture of solid silver and a chandelier of solid "gold. 
Outside, the sadhus, exponents of destitution, clan'lour 
for the unwanted anna, exhIbiting, if they are fortunate, 
enough, the mutilated stumps of absent limbs. Mons­
trous creatures they are: A dropsical Falstaff, belly 
pouching over to q>n('eal the strand of rope that is his 
only decency, straddles to the camera, his face broken 
by an ivory smile and a garland of rich yellow 
marigolds falling down over his dusky paps to the 
quiveriflg navel beneath. Another, emaciated as the 
Fasting Buddha at Lahore, chignoI)- ,;plastered with 
dung, body ~meared with ashes, .,alaa1rls with a sword 
between his teeth, ready to hire himself tor miracles 

. and horrors. • A tbVd is only a head, a matted football 
on the sand, that I avoid by stepping quickly asi~ 
remembering those fearful tales of African Bedouit1$. 
who leave their prisoners to die, buried to the neck, 
with food a:Qd wat~ placed within their sight. Farther 
on, a circle of admirers surrounds a three-foot dwarf, a 
pug-nosed bear~d tHindu Xlt, .strung with wooden 
beads, and whiting on his podgy Chippendale legs to 
the clash of tiny cymbals. 
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Accompanied by a Parsi, I made my w'Y towards 
the confluence. As the waters' edge came in sight, 
humanity thickened in its effort to reach the sacredest 
point of all. Family parties, holding hands like Alpine 
climbers in terror of separation, jostled past. Out in 
tile waters stood countless im~r,ile figures, imbibin&: 
virtue. Beneath tumbledoWI! shacks on the sloping 
sand~nks Brahtuins ministered to those wl!o had 
bathed. Through a haze of blown sand, yellow and 
sinister as a London f~g, the midday sun, invisible, 
thrust its battery of heat and light. Odours and cries, 
the soft tramp of innumerable bare feet, the insistence 
of hurrying bodies, broke upon my dazed conscious­
ness. Humanity was pervaded by an intense emotion, 
nebulous and universal as the sand in the air, as though 
the nerves of the throng, strung tighter than violin 
strings, were emitting sound in ~ key beyond the 
human ear. At length the crowd grew so congested 
that further progress was impossible. We bore down 
to the right bank. In front, in the water, stood a 
number of women, with their saris drawn Ui above 
their knees. Sjnce these gave point to the foreground, 
I paused to pho~ograph the curving line of shore with 
its forest efi masts and pennants. • 

At that moment, a nondescriIi Indian in semi­
Ebropean clothes, who had been standing close at hand, 

.hroke into voluble protest. Not only were Europeans 
forbidden to approach within a mile of where I stood, 
he said, but cameras were taboo oxf the "'thole spit of 
sand. Ht himself was a watchman appointed by a 
Hindu fraternity to maintain th~ o~ervance of this 

.rule. Before he could proceed, my Ilnsi companion, 
who was responsible for my safe conduct, broke into 
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furious a'bise. whose tone and language were l1lodelled 
on those of a choleric English major restrained in the 
exercise of his prerogatives. The other, an officious 
person anxious to catch an Englishman in the wrong, 
but originally polite and even obsequious, now in turn 
lost his temper. A ~wnpetition of shouting ensued, 
;ttracting a crowd. I b!came apprehensive. Natur­
ally nOllOther European was in sight i the police had 
disappeared; and the prospect of a sudden surge of 
mob emotion was by no mea~ welcome. I too was 
roused to ire, begged my companion to hold his to~gue 
since we were both in the wrong, and desired the 
Hindu to lead the way to the nearest outpost of his 
community or the police, where I would attempt to 
explain matters. TrUdgIng back as we had come, we 
reached a tent, beneath which a venerable religious, an 
Indian sergeant of police, the Parsi, and the informer 
broke into such a babel of contention that I could 
only seat myself in a corner to gaze, till they should 
subside. Eventually I tendered my apologies, pleaded 
ignoran<; of regulations, and pointed out that if the 
informer had been as zealous in the ca~se of religion 
as in his wish to embarrass an Epglis1!man, he would 
have uttered ~is complaint before and no~ after my 
unloosing of tae shvtter. Indians are strangely sus­
ceptible to reason. They grasped my point, and th~ 
sage, who had been dehvering sententious platitudes 
on the wounded dignity of the Indian nation, now 
poured his '"iath o~ the informer. But it was still a 
question of confiscating the camera. This ~ would 
not allow. Nor ~ul8. I surrender. my earlier pictures. 
But cutting out 1le offending exposure from the film­
pack, I handed it them as a peace-offering. At this 
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they we~e delight«;d, and we fell to discus!j.on on the 
importance of religious observance in all countries. 
Until, having shaken hands with the chief actors and 
with a crowd of spectators who had drifted in, I ulti­
mately escaped. 

On returning to the car, wh\ih had been parked at 
the foot of the sandy ridge, l-.vas incensed to find that 
my servant, who had begged to accompany me.that he 
miglft bathe witfl the rest in the holy waters, had not 
yet reappeared, though it was an hour past the agreed 
time. For twenty mi~utes my anger continued to 
foment, and I cursed the linguistic impotence that 
would prevent my expressing it Suddenly, lifting his 
dhoty hke a du Maurier lady her skirt, he came scurry­
ing out of the crowd. Contrition was in his gait. 
This alone would not have stoppered my resentment. 
But on his face, freshly smeared with red and white 
god-marks, shone such a pleasure,· such an expression 
of happiness in good achieved, that on observing it I 
would as soon have cast him down as poke my umbrella 
through the Rokeby Venus. 

So the car, containing the Parsi, my servant, and 
myself, mov~d" off in silence, encountering, as we 
topped tht! ridge ag~in, a troop of Hinttu boy-scouts, 
mainly bearded and some grey, who ~ere marching 
l10wn to add themselves to the precarious forces of 
order. A few days later I read in the papers of a riot 
organized by hungry sadhus, which had resulted in 
several casualties. 

To this largely 'personal an« wholly inadequate 
survey of the Indian masses, I mu4 finally add that 
the custom of ceremonial ablution, such as my servant 
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had just F~rformed, is but the reflection of daily habit. 
It is not unusual to hear the resident Englishwoman 
advertise her horror of the "natives'" dirtiness. 
Certainly the India.I\ body exudes an odour slightly 
disconcerting to European nostrils. But the effluvium 
Of a cinema filled withoIndians on a hot night is con­
siderably less repulsive t~an that of an audience under 
similar· conditions in the low quartir of an Eqglish 
industrial town. Though ideas of hygiene are primi­
tive, though temples are blooo-spattered and houses 
verminous, though dung is a household commodity, 
though even Miss Mayo has scarcely revealed the full 
horror of midwives' methods among some classes of 
the popUlation, there cannot exist a people in the 
world who pays such scrupulous and frequent attention 
to bodily cleanliness as the Indian. Huian-Tsang, the 
Chinese pilgrim of tae seventh century, gives the classic 
text of Indian observance in this respect, which the 
modern traveller must needs endorse and cannot 
improve: 

"~y are very particular in their personal cleanli­
ness and allow no remIssness in thi.i.,particular. All 
wash thems,lves before eatmg, .they never use that 
WhICh has been left over (from a former m~al); they 
do not pass H'e dIshes. Wooden and stone vessels, once 
used. must be dest~yed ; vessels of gold. sllver. coppeI1' 
or Iron, after each meal must be rubbed and polIshed. 
After eatmg, they cleanse theIr teeth WIth a wlllow-stick, 
and wash theIr hands and mouth. 

" Unt11 t~Ir abl!tlOns are fimshed, they do not touch 
one another. Every time they perform the fuffctions of 
nature they wash. thjrr bodIes and use perfumes. . . • 
Before offermg t1wrr religiOUS seTVlceS and petitions, they 
wash and bathe~emse1ves." 



AN ESSAY ON INDIA 

(ii) The Princes 

The independent states of India are so widely dis~ 
seminated that no exact estimate, has yet been reached 
of their number; or if it has, no two authorities are 
agreed on it. The rulers of IO~ 'states, which enjoy !i 
total revenue of more than' 31:! million pounds and a 
popqlation of 60,millions, 'sit by right in the Chamber 
of Princes. The rulers of 127 smaller states, enjoying 
a total revenue of £2,167,500 and a population of 8 
milli,pns, delegate twelve representatives to sit in the 
Chamber of Princes. The remaining territories which 
distinguish themselves from British India are said in 
some quarters to number 327. Their proprietors are 
simply the owners of estates who exercise some such 
independent jurisdiction as attached to the Lords of 
Manors in medireval England. Tbr whole system grew 
up side by side with the British dominion, by means of 
a haphazard series of treaties concluded only too 
willingly with those rulers who made their submission 
early. These treaties are now said to be inv}0lable. 

The rulers.of ,the Indian states, in whom the indi­
viduality of eacb ste.te is actually vest~9, are I}either 
more nor ~less distinguished than the royalty to which 
};Ve are accustomed in Europe. They fhrow off mon­
sters, spendthrifts, patriarchal absolutists, conscien­
tious nonentities, and men of ability, in the same pro­
portions. But however great the natural endowments 
or incaPracity of those at present enthrrned, even a 
generation of rulers congenitally insane could scarcely 
fail to perceive, and, to seize, the'extt,aordinaIjr advan­
tages of their present political positi'l n. 

The status of the Princes since the Mutiny may be 
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not unfai1!y compared with that 'of prefects at an 
English public school. The prefect has authority in 
his own sphere; and though he does not necessarily 
do so, he can misus, that authority to any extent so 
long as he is not fouIld out. But he is still a boy, and 
ps such liable to pereIWJ>.Lory punishment if he is found 
out. His case, however, 'differs slightly from that of 
other &ys, in that punishment is generally i.nfi.i.cted 
with some regard for his personal dignity. Thus the 
expression, frequently heard i19 India, that tt such and 
such a prince has gone up to Delhi to have his behind 
smacked by the Viceroy", is not an accurate metaphor. 
None the less these visits to receive admonition have 
hitherto been frequent occurrences; the royal dignity 
is disregarded, sometimes threatened; and if the 
threat is sufficiently severe, the Indian temperament 
usually prefers abdiaation to commissions of inquiry by 
other princes or to limitations of sovereign rights. 
Such was the preference of the Maharajah of Indore 
not long since, though he was almost certainly innocent 
of any implication in the murder that led to his down­
fall. Only in one l'articular does th,-amalogy of the 
prefect not h~ld good. For the (:entral G~vemment 
maintains in ,ach state a political officer, at once 
informer and guide, who keeps a close eye on th, 
administration and registers complaints in Delhi if it 
grows rusty. These political officers are usually men 
of remarkable abi!iy and tact, whose assistance is 
welcomed by. the good prefects that are a~ious to 
compete with one another in the probity and modernity 
of their rule. E~ s~, relations are not always of the 
happiest. In 1921, for example, His Exalted Highness 
the Nizam, India's premier prince, constrained his local 
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newspapers to aru10unce the resignation of ms resident 
political officer, with whom, following a visit to Delhi, 
he had seen fit to take umbrage. This gesture of 
impotence was followed by hastr denials. 

It can be seen, therefore, tha~ until the immediate 
present, the position of the. frtaces in relation to the 
paramount power has been a dubious one. Many of 
the outward prl-vileges of sovereignty, such as par­
ticular currencies or issues of postage stamps, have 
been curtailed if not wi'lolly abolished. Any infringe­
ment of the general Indian customs' regulations calls 
forth retaliation which it is impossible to withstand. 
Treaties have been strained, sometimes unjustifiably, 
in favour of British Indian convenience. And the 
rulers themselves have been, and are, subjected to 
written instructions couched in the language of direct 
authority and softened by no selJf.blance of reasoning 
or explanation. Lord Curzon, in whom the doctrine 
of paramountcy found its grandest and most ruthless 
exponent, was responsible for many of these stringent 
communications. Their model was followedrby Lord 
Reading in lti%"1otorious letter to the Nizam on the 
subject of Berar. ~. 

The question necessarily arises why, a government 
co highly centralized as that of fndia should so long 
have tolerated the existence of what seems, at first 
sight, an astonishing system of political anachronism. 
Previous to the Mutiny, the po1i[y of absorbing the 
states ,,·as being gently but firmly V.lrsued. And 
though, during the Mutiny, it 'fas (.the help of certain 
loyal states that saved the Englisij..Jiominion, it was 
equally the help of other states, &- the indignation 
aroused by their maltreatment, that gave the mutineers 
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a large pbt of their force. If it was felt, 'after the 
struggle, that the progressive alienation of Indian 
opinion in this respect, to have caused the Mutiny, 
must have gone too.far, this consideration, and even 
the memory of the lpyal states' assistance, would not 
.have prevented the CO'l:~~uance of the original policy, 
at least in the case of the s~a11er principalities, where 
the ex~rcise of political pressure or-financial induce­
ment on indolent and greedy rulers would have attained 
a large degree of success wit~out direct violation of 
treaty. (It is only lately that we have begun to talk 
of the inviolability of the Princes' treaties with con­
viction.) The truth is that the preservation of the 
states has saved the British administration consider­
able trouble and expense. Thus, two of the largest 
and most powerful states, Kashmir and Mysore, have 
been, in their mo~r!1. form, creations of the Central 
Government to suit its convenience in the years 1846 
and I881 respectively. While that of Benares was 
brought into existence as recently as I911. Nor, when 
the gig~tic size of the British Indian Provinces is 
recalled, is it surprising to discover .. crt: some of the 
states are in 1ilany respects the b~t-adminis~red terri­
tories in the c~untry. Travancore, for example, shows 
the highest percent.tge of literacy of any political unit 
in India. I can say from personal experience that its 
roads and rest-houses compare favourably with those 
I met elsewhere. • 

For India!!> good or ill, the states have fiescended 
into a very diffe\en1t. political atmosphere from that 
which prevailed.,- was ever foreseen when they were 
first confirmed i! their autonomy. Instead of "be­
jewelled and bedecked princes and chiefs-poor, sad-
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hearted and voiceless soul-playing the gi!ded auto­
mata at the behest of the inevitable Residents and 
Agents", as an India newspaper described them during 
the Curzon Durbar in 1903, the rulers of those states 
:find themselves in a key position hetween the opposing 
forces of an Anglicized bureq.ll"'tacy and the determin ... 
ation of the educated Indi,an to puff his chest to the 
world as master ~f his own destiny. The English are 
fond of indulging in a theory of the Princes' inalienable 
devotion to the King-Emperor and Queen-Empress, 
whose signed photographs occupy the place of honour 
in every palace drawing-room. and whose wooden 
portralts, executed by Indian copyists, poison the 
meals of every palace dining-room. This devotion is 
simply that of a lesser royalty to the fount whence he 
draws his royalty, his stars, his guns, his manners, and 
the pattern of his court. Thus t¥5ed the Byzantine 
Emperors to invest Balkan princes with the uniforms, 
privileges, and the title of Cresar. In modern times, 
the British throne is the last great fount of sovereign 
dignity; and lesser sovereigns. as long as tJcircum­
stances allow, ~;~ be unwilling to loose their connexion 
with it. Within prahical bounds the dfvotion of the 
Princes is real enough. But within tllese bounds it 
~ops. Once their royalty is asslhed, the Princes are 
first and foremost Indians, as sensible of the white 
humiliation as the rest. Though they and their sub­
jects do at present wish to mainta:b the British power 
in India,ca fact which admits of no dod'bt, they are 
actuated in this wish not by tl"te pnd of sentiment 
that overtakes the Anglo-Saxon m0:twhen the King is 
ill, but by the British connexion's ability to ensure 
the preservation of, their identities. Were an in-
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dependent> India to offer greater insurance, for an 
independent India they would work, and would un­
doubtedly prefer to work. At present this is not the 
case. But it may ~come so. 

The strength of t~e Princes' present position, both 
m relation to British ftJQi?- and the paramount power, 
lies in the resistance offered by the intrinsic and growing 
solidity of the states to the Indian senius for disinte­
gration-a genius which will again come into play pro­
portionately as the rigid execu!li.ve control at the centre 
is relaxed. During the rapid advance of political 
thought that has swept over the world during the last 
two decades, the very existence of the states has been 
growing more and more eccentric. They stand appar­
ently, or till the end of I930 have been standing, in 
opposition to the two strongest political forces in India: 
the desire for natioAal unity and for responsible democ­
racy. And their rulers have necessarily looked towards 
the future with puzzled apprehension. Now suddenly 
has been unfolded, thanks to their prescience, the 
roseate .n.sta of federation between the British Indian 
provinces and themselves in a joint ~~ment at the 
centre. Hitbt!rto, the British Iz1tdian provjnces have 
been growing ~n independence; while the states have 
been subject to a sy!tem of progressive political depre¥­
sion. Under the proposed federation, the status of 
states and provinces would be equalized, save in so far 
as provincial repretentatives would have a numerical 
majority at !he centre-a majority which tht Moslem­
Hindu cleavage Illust.overshadow. Thus the Princes, 
by their patien<*fl-nd foresight, have at length created 
for themselves ~ opportunity of establishing their 
power on a firmer basis than before; no small oppor-
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tunity in'a world of ever-increasing democracy and in 
a continent where democracy is now obtaining the 
same religious hold on the educated imagination as it 
enjoyed in the Europe of the laliif: century. Surprise 
has been expressed that the Prlncfs should accept, and 
still more put forward, as t~ have done, an idea. 
which must necessarily subordinate some of their 
interests to those 6)f British India. But this id~a they 
do not in theory accept, nor will they in practice accept 
it, unless their position with regard to British India is 
equalized, and with regard to the paramount power 
regularized. In that case, they will see~ with all their 
power lu translate the idea into fact. This accom­
plished, the rude doctrine of paramountcy, having 
sanctioned so nice an equilibrium between the solid 
and the fluid, will be content to resign many of the 
pretentions at present so injuriouti to their peIsonal 
feelings. 

The prime advantage to the states of incorporation 
in a federal system would be the assurance of their 
continued existence not merely by treaties of pJzcarious 
definition, liat>~ to strained interpretation by the 
English c<wtracting ~arty and to actual r~pudiation by 
any power that might replace the Engl~h, but by the 
fftct of their inclusion as a vital f,lart of the political 
structure of the country; so that without them, the 
structure would fall to pieces like a bridge suddenly 
deprived of a part of its girde~~ And the second 
advant~ would be the inevitable an4 permanent 
formulation, in black and whitej:-?f the precise extent 
and limits of sovereignty attachini.i,o those Princes 
who enter the federation. Person~ of exact mind, 
accustomed to our national genius for the codification 
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of precedeClt, will find it hard to believe the chaotic 
indefinacy of the Princes' functions, powers, and rights, 
as laid down, or not laid down, under the present 
doctrine of paramo~ntcy. If their attitude towards 
the Viceroy is that of.a body of prefects towards a head­
JIlaster, anxious to sta.i well with him as a body while 
conscious that So~\.oftheir number are not wholly 
righteo~s, the blame must lie with tl~e arbitrary l10wer 
exercised over them by the Viceroy and his executive. 
That this suzerain power ou~t necessarily to be to 
some extent effective, the political realists among them 
agree: it sup~rts as much as it limits their rule. But 
that the pr('sent condltions of its employment produce 
a most undesirable state of affairs, in which personal 
ingratiation is apt to play far too large a part and to 
cover far too many sins, is undeniable. The present 
case of the Jam S .. hib and his port may be instanced 
for those who care to inquire into its details. This 
ruler, known to a more intenslVe civilization as a 
cricketer, had expended large sums of money on 
harbouaworks. To attract ships, he proposed to lower 
the state customs' dues. The au~r.ities at Delhi, 
seeing the tiriff unity of the ceuntry thu; menaced, 
threatened h~ with an embargo on all goods crossing 
his frontiers in theevent of his not accepting a certaJn 
compensation. Whether the compensation suggested 
is an adequate one, or which party has moral justice 
on its side, does ttot concern us. The significance of 
the case lies-in the manner of the negotiatioi' On the 
one side is a sovereifl Prince, guaranteed as such by 
" inviolable " t.~ty with the British crown. On the 
other is an offifial, or a group of officials, in Delhi, 
responsible to no one but the Viceroy, and acting with-
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out precedent or advice save in so far as their personal 
good sense allows them to accept either. Their good 
sense may be of the highest quality; their decision of 
perfect justice. But such a pos~tion is scarcely con­
sistent with the guaranteed main.tenance of a ruler in 
his sovereign rights. ",. • 

From this case, which is' only one of many, it is 
evidellt that the ~rinces will never consent to irfclusion 
in a federal union without a previous categorical 
admission and definition of their proper rights and 
without the creation of a permanent machinery for the 
settlement of questions between them a~d the Viceroy 
anrl between them and British India in the full light 
of day. It is this they have been asking ever since the 
Chamber of Princes brought them a corporate political 
sense. If their conditions are fulfilled, then not only 
will their sovereignty be assured in perpetuity, but 
also the attributes of that sovereignty. These attri­
butes may continue to vary with the different states 
as they do at present. They may even be further 
limited than at present. But the limitation ~ power 
on a recognille~ legal basis will be more welcome 
than the" ever-presmt threat of hmijation on a 
personal and arbitrary basis. For thj;; reason the 
Ppnces may well be as anxious as.he nationalists for 
the creation of a federated and autonomous India, of 
whose foundations they will fOlm an intrinsic and 
irremovable part. .. 

The picture of the princely lion embosomed for ever 
with the democratic lamb within the fold of federation, 
while the viceregal shepherd lays Jowi~s bureaucratic 
plaid and military crook to snore, is \)f such dazzling 
and unexpected beauty that the future dissolves in a 
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rainbow mist. But rainbo~ u .... an rain. ·And the 
proposed association, by which the Princes have every­
thing to gain and almost nothing to lose, will bring into 
close relation with ijle intelligenstia of British India 
an outlook and temp'erament which cannot be wholly 
iiympathetic to it-as tt.le presidential addresses to the 
Congress of Mr. SrinavaSa Iyengar in 1926, and of 
Panditjawaharlal Nehru in I929, te;-tify. As hijman 
beings, the Princes provide a curious study. 

With few exceptions, all are-of warrior descent; so 
that the Hindus among them are not of the highest 
caste. They Ibaintain such troops as their finances 
will allow. They enjoy honorary rank in the British 
Army. But these mild pretences afford them little 
scope for the exercise of their hereditary vocation. As 
a body, they lack occupation. Their culture is small. 
Having first gone j)ut into the Western world at the 
end of the last century, their taste is execrable, save 
only in the matter of jewels, which they pursue with a 
persistence and discrimination worthy of an eighteenth­
century. milord. Their royal sensibilities have been 
rendered the more acute by the bad~amlers of Euro­
peans, who ~ften ignore the fiest rUles cf ordinary 
politeness. ~en talking English, they address one 
another as "Your iIighness " not once, but in eve~ 
sentence and in lieu of every pronoun or possessive. 
They treasure their quotas of guns with jealous pride, 
despite the expens\ of these extraordinary salutations. 
SimultaneoUf31y they have acquired the tru. virtue of 
royal hospitality: t~ be their guest is to experience 
comfort orga.ni»~ at once on a grand scale yet with 
perfect thoughtiulness. But the pattern of their i 

royalty,}ike that of their palaces, is Western. And 
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to Western qabit they tum for an outltt to their 
natural vigour. 

Each Prince is granted a stated allowance for personal 
expenses from the revenues of his;;tate. This is one of 
the rules of paramountcy; likewise his obligation to 
spend a certain proportion of hi~ time in India. WithiI\ 
these limits he is free to modethimself, as far as he can, 
on t:Qe modern sporting millionaires of the W~t, and 
to attract to himself a crowd of unscrupulous European 
satellites, secretaries, (nurses, mistresses, trainers, 
grooms, and chauffeurs, who can seldom resist the 
temptation of abusing his generosity. liossibly he has 
been enlll'ated, by wish of the India Office, at an 
English public school and university, thus gaining, in 
return for the loss of his native language, an apprecia­
tion of the team spirit and the best champagnes. In 
any case, once he has begun to trav~, he discovers that, 
whereas in India, though his pigmentation is to some 
extent mitigated by his powers of financial patronage, 
he is debarred from all intercourse with respectable 
English society in the big towns, in Engl:tnd and 
Europe he is.r~~ived everywhere without prejudice 
or askance, and f'lis pafson is accorded by Ifther royalties 
the respect due to an equal instead of t~ a potentially 
disobedient prefect. Small wondel, therefore, if India, 
despite its tigers, pig, racing, and polo, bores him. The 
administration of his state, ably overlooked by the 
English lesident, functions admirfbly without him. 
Thus all circumstances tend to lead hie tastes and 
spirit farther and farther away from the land of his 
birth. He becomes a bored cos~opijlij;an. And since 
the income enjoyed by the ordinary irince, judged by 
American standards of expenditure, is by no means 
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always a ~ge one, his financial affairs are apt to 
develop a series of crises, during each of which he 
receives severe and undignified admonishment from the 
paramount power. • 

This picture, thopgh inapplicable to the great 
JIlajority of minor rul .. s, is in some degree apposite 
to nearly all those of ~ajor importance. And it is 
obviod that the resulting' human product mUit be 
temperamentally unsympathetic to the ideals of Mr. 
Gandhi and to the ardent, if sh6illow, thirst for martyr­
dom which pervades the extremist youth of British 
India. Howeter upright and conscientious a Prince 
may be, once he has passed beyond his native shores, 
those shores, for him, are apt to become overcast with 
the shadow of provincialism. Certainly his inclusion 
in a federal system and his consequent investiture with 
the fact as well as ihp letter of power, must give more 
room for his responsible instincts to develop, But it 
is clear that once that system is in being, and he has 
achieved a definite formulation of status and rights, 
he will become increasingly susceptible to irritation at 
any attempt on the part of British JnGan democrats 
to dictate his.or India's policy or 00 criPicize !fis internal 
government .• That such attempts will be made cannot 
be doubted by any.ne who has come in contact witp 
the mlSsionalY fervour of the British Indian democrat. 
At present, in the states themselves, democracy has 
shown little life, jeyond the recent attack on the 
Maharajah .f Patihla. But should it take root, and 
call for assistance to its exponents in British ~ndia, the 
call will not g~ jna!swered, Federation may prove 
only a deadlocb 

Furthermore, there is always the possibility, as 
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among all royafty, that a Prince here an<\, there may 
revert to the type of lunatic despot, traditional in 
Asia. Thus at present one of the greatest Moslem 
rulers in India suffers from Midas-mania of an acute 
and would-be oppressive form~ While the stories 
current of a man who is {IOlltically one of the:; 
ablest Hindu Princes in Indfa, are mildly illustrated 
by tpe following: -Conceiving a grudge against his 
Commander-in-Chief, this ruler invited him to dinner, 
inebriated him, and then showed him to a dark 
room, where, according to his host, a woman awaited 
him. The Commander-in-Chief havin~~ despite some 
resistanrp, proceeded to the satisfaction of his natural 
desires, His Highness then turned on the light-re­
vealing as the object of the Commander-in-CWef's 
advances, the Commander-in-Chiefs own sister. I 
do not vouch for the truth of til-is story; I do not 
even suggest that it is true; I do not wish to imply that 
it is typical or probable of the worst imaginable Prince; 
nor, if human beings can devise such horrors, do I 
think it more likely that such human beings qre to be 
found in any ,gr~ter proportion among Indians than 
among thtt whi~ raCi-s. But the fact that this story 
is repeated, as coming from good authority, by serious 
people all over India, and that it \s genhally believed 
to be typical of its hero, reveals the common acceptance 
of a degree of princely absolutism to which the demo­
cratic ideafu.ts will need all their fo{bearance to adapt 
themselves. l 

As a fi!al instance of sovereign authority in India 
in its pleasanter and quite worth1 as~e~t, the following 
monologue delivered at the dinner-ta'Qie by a Prince of 
very moderate importance, is a fair example; im~e 
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a portly ~e, bred on the East coast~ut advertising 
his Rajput descent in tight white trousers; adorned 
with a heavy moustache, a broad smile, and a rolling 
eye; exhaling a rather portentous royalty, but graced 
with perfect manners-; and attended outside the front 
door by his one fawn-q>loured Rolls-Royce :-
• • • 

.. N., I missed Laura La Plante yesterday evenin~. 
My budget has kept me too busy. ~ Prime Mini~ter s 
away, you see. To-day alone I ve read sixty files; 
another forty are waItmg for tne when I get back to­
nIght. It's terrible how hard I have to work-fourteen 
hours a day .• I begm WIth squash tenms at five; then 
work from eIght onwards, rest m the afternoon; 
CInema at SIX, then work agaIn tIll bedtIme. 

" In my state I abolIshed slavery two years ago. I 
knew the VIceroy would be pleased. He sent me a tele­
gram of congratulatIOn. There are stIll eIght states in 
my dIstnct where. It contmues. But the VIceroy was 
very pleased. Some of my zemmdars sent hIm a petition 
of protest agaInst the abolItIOn. Naturally he took no 
notice. It was a WIse move on my part .... " 

At th!J point a polItical officer, of long experience 
on the Western frontler, interrupted c:1£ti~lly: "When 
I was in Ba6uchistan, the relec!;ed slave. went to 
Karachi to wotk as coolies. But the pay was so poor, 
that within a monttt-they were all back again, to work 
and be fed on the same terms as before." 

The ruler passed over thIS gIbe at Progress in con­
temptuous silence, f,lnd having finished his pudding, 
proceeded wifh the tale of his exemplary actFities : 

"In my staJ;e~ustlce IS very strictly administered. 
The judges are,..ry clever men. Not long ago five men 
were tned for murder and all were found guilty. I 
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suspected that the verdict was unjust. So I disguised 
myself as a trader in sweets and went down to the bazaar, 
where I found out the real truth. Three of them were 
gwlty. Those I sentenced to death. The other two I set 
free. ... 

" At the moment I'm on my way up to the Chamber 
in Delhi, where I shall move.a resolution in favour of 
the abolition of slavery in. :tl states. All the PrinceS 
will vote for it-you WIll see. But what WIll.. they do 
aoout it? That's what I want to know, ha i ha I It 
won't have any effect. But the VIceroy WIll be pleased. 
I'm sure he WIll hke i_ and so I shall do It. . .. Shall 
we be going? I've got the seats. Buster Keaton is 
very funny I always think." 

(ill) The Intelligentsia 
The term " intelligentsia" is here used to cover the 

whole of that broad class throughout India whose 
minds have been trained by Western education. who 
are accustomed to think and reason in Western termin­
ology, and whose conception and ideal of progress have 
been borrowed from the West. This class, however 
small its numerical proportion to the whole population, 
is the voice (,>f Jndia. To the contention that it is 
unrepreseptatiw of India, many irrefutable arguments 
may be addressed. But it is India's ohly voic~ and 
only instrument of political activity. And realists, as 
the English business community in India now realizes, 
will do best to take it at its face "alue. 

The tra.in of events whereby this class was brought 
into existence and at the same tinfe was invested with 
a character distinct from its counterparts in China, 
Russia, and other Asiatic countfles,Pf0vide a striking 
instance of that missionary fervour w~ich illumined the 
civilization of runeteenth-century Europe and nine-
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teenth-centt¥Y England in particular. Until that 
century, Europeans, on settling in Asia, set themselves 
to assimilate Asiatic culture, and to adapt themselves 
in the greatest degree'p0ssible to the habit and customs 
of their adopted country. Their attitude approached 
that of the Oriental n.w arriving in Europe. The 
example had been set t y' the Jesuits, who, despite 
many o~Qus deeds, .should always be celebrated. for 
their attempt to effect a compromi:e, liturgical and 
almost doctrinal, between the }¥evailing ancestor...cult 
of China and the faith of Christ. The Vatican, primed 
by jealous Doltlinicans, demurred; and the project 
came to nothing. But in the light of subsequent 
events, the attempt stands to-day with many other 
missionary endeavours conducted in the same spirit. 
as a supreme tribute to the humanism and under­
standing of human verities exhibited by Europe from 
the sixteenth to the eighteenth centuries in its rela­
tions with Oriental countries. A similar generosity of 
spirit is apparent in all European travel-books prior 
to the nieleteenth century. The traveller may repine 
at the multitudinous discomforts an~ ineonveniences, 
may expose tpe misery and milgove'nmeit of the 
people, their barbarous customs and cruelties, their 
pathetic supersrition~ or their infantile economy. But. 
instead of adopting the modem tone of some heaven­
sent judiciary, fortified by a rigid code of moral. sani­
tary, and economic ~erfection, he does so rather as an 
equal, conscioos that it is not for him to ceisure the 
errors of others; and that if those errors appear to him 
to be greater thp., th~se into which his own people 
have fallen, he mat' justly count himself more fortunate 
than the Asiatic but not more righteous. Such was 

G 
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the attitude of Warren Has!ings. :Like jl Jesuit, he 
was an efficient man, and .was p~e~ed, if circum­
stances dictated, to put asia~ the ft~er ~mples in the 
attainment of efficiency. 'But ~ conception flf rhdia, 
even though it was he who made possible the English 
domination, was always t~rt of an Indian Indi~. 
Sanskrit and Persian, the cfassical tongues of Hinduism 
and Islam, were .. a matter of deep concern to him. In 
the latter, which was the Company's official language 
in India, he was an e}l;cellent scholar and widely read. 
The former he did not understand, but was instru­
mental in persuading the Brahmins t(f divulge its key. 
In his introduction to Wilkins' translation of the 
Bhagwat-Gita (I785) he wrote: 

"Every accumulation of knowledge, and especially 
such as is obtained by social communication with people 
over whom we exercise a dominion founded on the rights' 
of conquest, is useful to the state: it is the gain of 
humanity: in the specific instance which I have stated, 
it attracts ami conciliates distant affections; it lessens 
the weight of the chain by which the natives are held in 
subjection; and it imprints on the hearts of o~r country­
men the SellS/" dnd obligation of benevolence. Even in 
Englan1, this' effet':. is greatly wanting. It is not very 
long since the inhabitants of India were considered by 
many as creatures scarcely elevated above the degree of 
savage life; nor, I fear, is that prejudice yet wholly 
eradicated, though surely abated. Every instance 
which brings their real chara~ter horne to observation 
will impless Ul:> with a more generous sense of feeling for 
their ryatural rights, and teach us to estimate them by 
the measure of our own. But such instances can only 
be obtained in their writings; aad these will survive 
when the British dominion in I~>dia shall have long 
ceased to exist, and when the soCrces which it once 
yielded of wealth and power are lost to remembrance." 
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In Warren HastiIlgs' opinion, the 'Englishman, to 
govern Ihdia.,~ must iJ;ldianize his outlook, and must 
prepare to, ~cItiripister !A.d' preserve, rather than to 
anglici2lle, India for ~e Indians. His ideal may have 
been impossible, an,q may be still impossible. But it 
is largely the ideal of tae Indian intelligentsia to-day, 
within the limits of the'r . westernizing programme. 

At the beginning of the nirteteenth century the ~ope 
of English rule was still expanding; • and in its wake, 
buoyed on a healthy faith.n the beneficence of 
a likewise expanding market for English goods, 
followed a new spirit, a religious belief in Western 
progress, in the omnipotence of scientific explanation 
by the law of cause and effect, and in the unquestion­
able superiority of Western man and his institutions 
over all others. A new outlook had developed in the 
West, and had beell justified, in the eyes of that great 
majority for whom earthly reward is always the justifi­
cation of righteousness, by the immense conveniences 
of scientific invention. It was assumed that a civiliza­
tion whifh could invent the flying shuttle must be 
more than merely fortunate; it ~1st.be the right 
civilization. From this train o~ ar~men~ at first 
unconscious, ~ut later in the century to be logically 
expounded, ar~se tQi supreme assurance of the nine. 
teenth-eentury Englishman in the rectitude of his own 
moral standards and his own acts, which enabled him, 
in the character of Huc's dzable marin, to invest the 
globe with his con!mercial imperialism anq to com­
fort himself with the certainty that in so doi~g he was 
but the harbinge~of· moral improvement to all the 
less advanced peiPles within his orbit. In the light , 
of more recent events, and of the disasters that have 
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accompanied th~ spx;ead of ""estern ideas b.,v less syste­
matic methods, histo~ will probably admit that in 
general the Englishman's role of benefactor was not 
unfulfilled; and that his resulting complacmce has 
brought more haiin to himself than to others. 
Throughout the greater partllof nineteenth centuryt 
moreover, his conviction of mtine beneficence was rein­
forced by the enthusiasm with which man1 of the 
Asiatic races, Indians among them, received his in­
herited culture and liecent discoveries in material 
invention. 

If there was anyone Englishman, in the 'thirties and 
'forties, whose knowledge of the demarcation between 
Right and Wrong, between Progress and Retrogression, 
between Benefit and Evil, rested on a firmer basis of 
middle-class assurance than that of any other, that 
Englishman was Thomas Babington Macaulay. We· 
English forgive him for his wit, for his prose, and for 
his ability as a. historian. Indians may not. For 
Macaulay, in order to assure himself of a sufficient 
fortune in later life, spent four years (I834~) in an 
official capad7,~ in Calcutta, under the Governor­
Generalsltip of Lor~ William Bentinck. And it was 
during this period, as chairman of a' committee on 
public instruction, that he penred the famous and 
entertaining minute on the comparative virtues of 
English and Indian education. whose direct result was 
the introduction of the system nC}w in force. l It was 
realized then, perhaps more willingly th.an now, that 

1" How stands the case? We ha~ tQ)educate a people who 
~nnot at present be educated by means IVf their mother-tongue. 
We must teach them some foreign langua~. The claims of our 
own langdage it is hardly necessary to recapflulate. . .. Whoever 
knows that language has ready access to all the vast intellectual 


