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the admini."tration of Inqfa: mlliJ; owe its force and 
competence primarily to its ln~n personnel. And 
it was then decided, thankS to Macaulay, not only that 
the English language ~ould be established in perpetuity 
as the lingua franca of India and the vehicle of com
merce in ideas tilroug.,ut the country, but that all 
Indians aspiring to emploYment in the administration 
must bi trained also in Western literature and sci&tlce. ,t 
Thus, by official decree, was begun the systematic 
westernization of Indian tho~ht and habit of mind 
which is directly responsible for the agitation of the 
present time. • 

Unfortunately, the new system's adolescence was 
passed under the shadow of the Mutiny. In Bombay, 
the Parsi community, growing in riches and racially 
distinct from the rest of India, pursued the Western road 
of its own accord ind with strictly practical business 
ends in view. In Calcutta, on the other side of India, 
more emotional and speculative temperaments were 
at work. A sincere admiration for the West and its 

• wealth which all the wisest nations of the e~ Rave created and 
hoarded in the course of ninety generationS':. . . 

.. The questio~now before us is simpl~hetlier. whtn it is in our 
power to teach tIiis language, we shall teach language~ in which, by 
universal confes~n. there are no books on any subject which 
deserve to be compare'" to our own; whether. when we te~ 
European scit'nce, we shall teach systems which. by universal con
fession. whenever they differ from those of Europe. differ for the 
worse; and whether. when we can patronize sound philosophy and 
true history, we shall countenance. at the public expense. medical 
doctrines which woul<f disgrace an EnglIsh farrier-astronomy 
which would I1love laughter in the girls at an EnglWl boarding
school-history abounding with kings thirty feet higl5. and reigns. 
thirty thousand yeaxw 10Dlg-and geography made up of seas .oj.. 
treacle and seas of~r... . 

Macaulay closes . case by reviewing the part played by the' 
teaching of Greek an Latin in the European RenascencfS and by the 
languages of Western Europe in the formation of modern Russia. 
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works was felt, and achieved expression in,philosopbic 
synthesis. Ram Mahan Roy, the Philo of India, 
founded Brahmo-Samaj, a theism of the most liberal 
complexion. From this moveme:pt sprang the tagores, 
father and son, and the whole school of moderate Bengali 
intellectuals, who sought and,fJeek to interpret Indian 
thought and religious practice in terms of Western 
reason and sanity-just as Philo and st. Paul sought 
to rehabilitate the monotheism of the Jews and the 
teaching of Christ in tJ.<:e garments of Hellenism. But 
the shadow of the Mutiny remained, darkened by the 
falsifications of English historians. -:Ale intellectual 
Bengali, and in a growing degree the intellectual else
where, sincere in his admiration for a culture forced 
on him by state ordinance, naturally hoped to 
achieve and profit by personal contact with the 
exponents of that culture, with tllose who, in Ieturn 
for vast commercIal wealth, had given him an 
efficiency of justice and administration without parallel 
in Indian history. In this hope and expectation he 
was rebuffed, save by a few scattered teachers/'mission
aries, and their llike. For the average Englishman, 
after the fMuti~y, s~ial contact with t)1e inhabitants 
of India was taboo. Such contact, ,owing to the 
nifference of manners and the \fell-watered memory 
of Cawnpore, could only have been achieved on the 
ground of a common intellectual sympathy. And to 
the average Englishman, the PUrSl'lt of such a ground 
was not f(l much taboo as preposterous, artd in any case 
outside the scope of his appoiy.teq, task. To escape 
from the necessity of contact, he ~ook refuge in the 
theory of racial superiority, a thCl,lry which was a 
natural product of his age and which had been intensi-
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ned by the racial hatred engeudered tiuring the sup'" 
pression of the Mutiny; but which he now consciously 
and logically expounded as a refuge from his moral 
responstbility. The -Indian intellectual continued to 
hope until the beginnthg of the present century. Then 
}le retired, and his offfiJring grew sullen and angry. 
From this refusal of the "esident English to co-operate 
in the ptocess of westernizatiun begun by their govern
ment dates the growth of racial frict~:on in its mo-a.ern 
form. Equally important wjS its effect on the 
mentality and intelligence of the educated Indian, who 
in consequen~ remains exactly where he started, 
imbued with the ideals, and armed with the slogans, 
of nineteenth-century liberalism. 

This latter statement, before undergoing closer 
analysis, demands one important reservation. 
EqUalIty, as the European liberal interprets it, is an 
idea wholly forci~ to the India n temperament. For 
two thousand years and more, Indian society has 
rested on a profound conviction and religious syste
matizatiPn of the human man's inequality-a thesis 
which is likely to obtain willing afcew.ance from a 
people whose great majority .njo~ belief in the 
eternal pere~ination of the human sou, and the 
relative unimportaace of earthly fortune before the 
equality of souls in space and time. How potent ts 
the influence of caste, even upon non-Hindus, is illus
trated by the practices of the Syrian Christians in 
Cochin and. Trav:ncore, whose nine sects, some of 
quite recent origin, are strictly endogarl\ous. The 
catcalls of equ¥y· come as ready weapons to the 
Hindu politiciaj in his fight with the Moslems over 
methods of parliamentary representation, and to all 
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Indian politici:fns who. wish to engage the Western 
devil on its own ground with a plethora I) of constitu
tional theories, intentions of social legislation, and 
revolt against a fiscal system that falls on th~ masses 
with the same, though now regruar, incidence as in 
pre-English days. But the ~ligion of equality, th~ 
desire for equal opportunity, (he hatred of the rich and 
the inheritors of tradition, the resentment r against 
proPertied and tultural individualism, these are as 
''foreign to India as tbt skyscrapet. And though we 
may accept the remote postulation of a future golden 
age in which every scavenger in India will have become 
his own Plato, we must remcmber that his Republic 
will be the Republic, not of India, but of scavengers, 
and that the greater Republic will still obtain the 
support of the people only at secondhand. The Indian 
use for democracy is purely opporJunist; therpby he 
perceives a means of setting up his own government, 
and perhaps of counteracting the disintegrating genius 
of Indian society, as Buddhism, Jainism, and Sikhism 
have tried, unsuccessfully, to do in the past. t But the 
equalitarian \~ea\. of democracy is repugnant to all his 
most deeply en~.ainttd instincts. And it is not difficult 
to foresee ¥he day when like so many peo»les of modern 
Europe, he $hall curse the chanc~ that delivered him 
to the theory without the spirit. 

NeV'ertheless, in his ostensible aims, the educated 
Inman remains firmly embedded in the nineteenth
century past. Politically, he looks(to parliamentarian
ism, basett on a limited but expanding franchise, to 
cure his ills, to soothe his dignity, ~ heal his religious 
dissensions, and to substitute for thf drab matter-of
factness of an alien bureaucracy the grandiose blazon 
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of FREE1>OY. In religious philCfophy, though his 
heart remaJt true to the great tradition of his country, 
h.is outlook on everyday life tends to be obscured by 
a belief-that knowled~e and progress are still bound up 
with purely physical science and with its dogma that 
,all phenomena are ul~.mately capable of physical 
explanation-despite the obvious remoteness of this 
dogma "from his accustomed train of specula.tion. 
Artistically, his ideal is one of moral-reminiscence and 
historical allusion, inflafed bJi Western naturalism,'" 
and conjuring up as many pasts as he chooses to 
approve, while facilitated by the convenient in
expensiveness of mechanical pattern-multiplication. 
Thus enumerated, the goals of his thought and taste 
reveal precisely those which European politicians, 
thinkers and artists are now discarding as the first 
conditions of error. Yet it has still to be discovered, 
in Europe as well as India, whether these cardinal 
doctrines of nineteenth-century complacence can be 
replaced by anything but scepticism or anarchy. 
Until t~ infant substitutes have proved their worth 
elsewhere, the Indian, to all practicalr intents and 
purposes, ma~ safely rest conte. w~ hi~ borrowed 
ideals, and, s<llong as he can preserve his inner soul 
intact, may justifia,ly employ them as sword p,n(;l 
buckler to the nationalist idea. . ' 

Thus the real effects of westernization ar~ in the 
future, and the gOljld or ill that aw~ India cannot 
yet be forecast. But in one very importa.pt respect 
the present canyronounce a decision. Given that 
westernization wilr h~ve come, must come, sooner or 
later, to every c<fIDtry on earth, the Indian, of all the 
non-Western peoples, has received the best start, and 
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bas achieved the ~~test measure of truly' productive 
synthesis and assimilation. For this the fndian must 
thank the policy which reversed that of Warren 
Hastings. This policy may hav~ destroyed mflch and 
have left in its wake a volume of regret that will not 
be easily appeased. But in Cfmpensation, the Indian. 
intelligentsia has obtained the secrets of Western 
thought and technical invention, not by h:fphazard 
necessity and hl.rd struggle like the Chinese and 
modem Russians, but -:y'stematically and quietly, with 
time for digestion and wiLhout anything like the mental 
disequilibrium endured by other Asiattt nations. As 
on!" who had already travelled in numerous other 
countries, I can illustrate this very solid factor in 
Indian advantage by the observation that nowhere, 
in my experience, is the influence of America less 
apparent than in India. Other. travellers, even if . 
their knowledge is confined to Europe alone, will know 
what I mean. Among the Indian intelligentsia, the 
devotees of " success" and the acolytes of sentimental 
hypocrisy exist in plenty; but the high priests are 
lacking. Thle haud Hebroid scum of racially indeter
minate, ~achiJe-wotshipping, truthless Jittle men who 
have laid hands on half the world ~ce the War, 
itencilling the American patterA where they touch, 
have found no place in India. And if India, should the 
English abdicate their power, is enabled, by the 
engrafting of the real European .virtues on her own 
religious .and social traditions, to keep this menace 
from her shores and beyond her mountains, then may c t ~ 

the arrogant Macaulay, whose recd!tlmendations might 
have extinguished Indian culture al~gether, be hailed 
after all as a saviour of the country. 
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My own interests in India we~ concerned more 
with the artIstic monuments of the country than with 
its politics or people. Consequently, to my sub
sequent-regret, I wa\ privileged to consort with few 
of the Indian intellectuals. English society in the 
large towns is so orga*ed that it needs effort and 
persistence to twist through its taboos and, having 
done so, ·to force oneself, unknpwn. possibly unwanted, 
and with no apparent • purpose, lfpon busy men. 
Unfortunately I was at once tOOt exhausted and impov
erished by a. journey to Tibet in early winter to 
summon the ~cessary persistence. And all but one 
opportunity passed by. This opportunity, whioh I 
took, was a wedding. 

The bride was first cousin to some Indian friends of 
mine. On the evening of the ceremony my friends 
arrived with their ~rvant, and I assumed. to my great 
delight, the dress of Bengal: on top a long silk shirt, 
tightly buttoned at the neck and wrists; beneath, a 
muslin dhoti, wound round my waist, caught up 
between.the legs from back to front, and falling from 
the apex of the stomach in a cascade oi frills, which 
must be lifte~ in walking. OVef all'was iwathed a 
huge mantle, ,toga-like, of peach wool embroidered 
round the edges in « grey " Paisley II pattern. ThUj 
attired, we all three drove up to the entrance-gates of 
a large mansion in the residential quarter of Calcutta, 
where my friends' jister engarlanded us with wreaths 
of jasmine. .. 

Both bride and bridegroom came of families who 
have been prom~nt in Bengali politics, advocacy, 
and letters, for feveral generations, who have been 
largely educated in England. and who are spoken of 
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with respect and admiration by iheir numerous 
English acquaintances. Jhe guests num'f>ered five to 
six hundred. And it seemed tragically significant 
that in such a crowd, assembled(at the biddin! of such 
hosts in the town where the English dominion first 
assumed reality and which Ips been the mainspring. 
for a century and a half, of English enterprise in 
India, I alone, a strang~r in the cotJntry, sh<fuld have 
been there to represent my countrymen. At the 
time, of course, I W<IIG pleased: and the pleasure I 
forwent at seeing no el'.1purpled countenances turned 
angrily upon my "going native" 'f:"as more than 
recoveren, afterwards, by recitations of my costume 
in English circles. It wa~ tragic, none the less. The 
very surprise which greeted my apparition indicated 
the painful separation of the two communities. The 
remarks consequent on three di~erent introductions' 
have remained in my mind. Lord Sinha, taken aback 
by my clothes, apologized for his own dinner-jacket, 
excusing himself that the nights were growing cold and 
he was suffering from rheumatism. An Qld man, 
leaping from.his chair, placed his hand on my shoulder, 
and said "n to&s oj.,deep emotion: "~am very glad, 
very glad indeed, to see you dressecJ; in this way." 
.Lastly, a handsome young ma1\, owner of a racing 
car at the gate and, though similarly dressed himself, 
unable to conceal a surprise that verged on contempt, 
wrung my hand off with the wor~ "I think you look 
damn fin~-damn fine ". 

The garden was lit with Japanese lanterns. The 
• • guests seated themselves on t}jl( lawn beneath a 

temporary roof. On to a dais at oIf end stepped the 
bride in a sari of liquid fire, purple and gold, with a 
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diamond star gliPting on her forehead ~ together with 
the bridegro~m, dressed likl:( myself and most of the 
other male guests. The ceremony was semi-English 
in character, accordipg to the Brahmo-Samqj nte. 
A harmonium, assist~d by a choir, uttered Indian 
~ymns from a corner. ,The voice of the officiating 
Brahmin might have been learned in St. Margaret's. 
When tl\e uniting was accomplished, a band struck 
up the Wedding March from Lohengrin, while the 
whole company moved to·the ~ck of the house, there 
to partake of a feast of curriedoprawns, served on coarse 
earthenware plittes set in constellations of chutneys. 
Followed junket. Even this I ate with my fingers. 
After the meal, we inspected the presents, and con
gratulated the bride, eventually taking our leave to the 
sound of the once-used utensils being broken in their 
thousands. 

In all that is or ever has been written or spoken 
about India, one fact emerges un assailed from the 
conflict ;. namely, the fundamentally religious attitude 
of the country's inhabitants. This gen(lfalization, in 
any discussion on India, is justltr rttarde~ as axio
matically appftcable to almost the entire population. 
Almost: for t1:lOUg~ even the majority of the intelli
gentsia retains this attitude, the observer cannot blin<l 
himself to the fact that the materialism of a Western 
system of instructi0i: still conducted largely on obsolete 
nineteenth-century lines constitutes a real danger. 
If he has chosen to blind himself to this fact, he will 
receive a rude aw*e~g on sudden contact with one 
of those by no fieans rare members of the intelli
gentsia who has modelled himself all too successfully 
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on the Engli~ pattern. Particularly is this over
emphasis found>ID those who have tra~lilled or been 
educated in England. In business, this type retains 
his sanity. He indulges no Rotarian hypocrisies. 
And if he is a good business m~n, so is the Jew, who 
invented God. Sexually, hepelights in aspersing th~ 
morals of white women: a tedious pastime, but 
natural enough in face of the British ascription to 
British womanh6od of a virtue which it has not. As 
a sportsman he is gCilerally exasperating. Here, he 
feels, is the one ground. on which the Englishman is 
willing to welcome him as an equal .• Consequently, 
when he encounters an Englishman who is not inter
ested in sport and hopes instead to meet him on deeper 
matters, he often becomes sullen and resentful. It 
may be remarked in passing that football, played with 
bare feet and therefore with the side of the foot, is 
threatening to turn its Indian de~otees into a race of 
bandy-legged dwarfs. The moral beauty of the game 
is exemplified by the tale of the orphan whose life 
had been passed at an institution in the I4malayas, 
and who, o~ descending to the foothills for the first 
time at t~e ag€tof e\,ghteen and beholding beneath him 
the illimitable plain of India, remark~, with a gasp 
of astonishment: "What a foo~"all fi~ld ! " 
" When I went to tea with the professors of the 
Karachi University, one of their number, Mr. G. N. 
Gokhale, presented me with a pam~let of his own writ
ing entitled " Theistic Attitude in Education". Mr. 
Gokhale fs an engineer. And I venture to think that 
in no other country in the w&l~·could an engineer 
have composed this wise and movini plea against the 
materialistic outlook inculcated b)' Western know-



THE INDIANS 9S 

ledge. A Tibetan friend told me tflat during his 
sojourn at ~. Paul's School, Darjee1i.ng, he was com
pelled to spend many hours in acquiring the rudiments 
of Latia grammar; so that he could still, and for our 
amusement did, brig~ten the solitude of the Central 
Asian plateau with th\ accusative, genitive, dative, 
and ablative, of mensa. Mr. Gokhale recalls similar 
absurdities in his own education: 

• 
" This attitude (the th~istic) . . . ~ught to colour the 

teaching of every subJect. Th. sort of history of India' 
that I was taught-a mere chronicle of the follies Indians 
have commit~ed or are supposed to lD.ave committed 
during the last millenmum -to me, lacks in {theistic 
attitude', which would consist in pomting out how 
India's fall was due to lack of certam moral qualities. 
. .. In Geography we should not learn by heart the 
names of all the lakes in Europe and counties in England, 
as I did, but in reviewing the peculIarities of the whole 
earth, we should ~ry to see the hand of God, which 
created a umverse so diverse and yet so calculated to 
supplement natural wants. . .. In Biology we should 
not be satisfied With glvmg Latin and Greek names to 
things... .. And If we were convin..:ed of the necessity 
of having a Theistic attItude in our systeIllo of education, 
we would never hear the Universe \1escribed as 'a 
fortuitous cow;ourse of atoms' a8d so on." -

Mr. Gokhale's thewtic attitude is certainly not mine, 
and probably not the reader's. But the force of his 
argument is obvious and might even teach a useful 
lesson to educationalists in this country. While pay
ing tribute to the- stri.ct religious neutrality of the 
English rule, his plea is for at least some da.i!y instruc
tion in alternate ¥iP'tures: for Hindus the Bhagwat 
Gita, for Moslems the Koran, for Christians the New 
Testament, and tor Buddhism, Zoroastrianism, Jain-
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ism, and Sikhism, each its respective scriptures. 
Thus the stadents, whatever their indivfdual beliefs, 
might be assisted itt preserving a religious attitude in 
face of the false and superficial materialiSlll often 
engendered by a system of t~aching and thought 
inherited from the era of thefndustrial revolution. 

The practicability or possi151e value of Mr. Gokhale's 
suggestion I am not here concerned to discuss. But 
the evils that be wishes to combat cannot be too 
strongly emphasized. ,. He continues: 

( 

" Most of Ollr students leave the port~ls of the Univer
sity without being ever told that the world has deeper 
problems in store for them Students who specialIze In 

literature or phIlosophy do get some groundmg In this 
dIrectIOn, but others, the SCIence students speCIally, hear 
of a • fortUItous concourse of atoms' and . the struggle 
for existence' to such an extent, that when they leave 
the colleges they are thinking to t.rake as much money 
as they can. That is the mental attitude In whIch we 
send out our young men." 

And elsewhere : 

"If . . ! nothing exists that Will not go into a test-tube 
or affec\ a chethcalt,,-)alance, then It IS qUIte lOgical to sup
pose thatwe can be happy only by acqum~g a • pleasant set 
of atoms' or gold With which to twy tho'se atoms. WIth 
our unlImIted desires, and a lImIted quantIty of gold, 
struggle IS inevItable; and prosperity has become the 
curse of Bombay as many fed If our whole Mother
land is not to share the same fatt; a change of outlook 
appears to me imperative, and thIS is what I call the 
• Theist1\; Attitude'. . .. A belIef In God as some 
cosmic power, a law which work!: ~th unerring precision 
In the whole Umverse, leading to n,orahty as ItS logical 
consequence, is common to all relIgIrns, and to impress 
this upon all children of different faiths ..• is to me 
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the highest 'Religious Neutrality' of a positive and 
beneficialldnd. . .. The old negative interpreta.tion of 
'Religious Neutrality' was pedlaps expedient and 
perlec~ pardonable for a foreign Government; but 
are we also to contimte under our own elected Ministers 
what even the Hunter Committee of 1884 admitted as 
the ' recognized evil of bpslung religion " is all I ask ? ,. 

Mr. Go~ale, though perhapjl he does not realize it, 
has posed a question wh<\'ie answer fIolds the fate of 
the world. Can the East keel? Western materialism 
at bay, and, having done so, tJ\en help the West on to 
a new path of sf'iritual ascension as it did in the past? 
It seems probable that the answer will be determined 
c}liefiy in India. If the English dominion, having 
saved India from the brutal contact with Western 
materialism sustained by China and Japan, and having 

'implanted Western ~ason and science in such fashion 
as to yield a true harvest from the Indian soil instead 
of a plague-crop of armaments and machines, endures 
long enough to enable Mr. Gokhale's school of thought 
to triumIit, that dominion will not have been in vain. 

Below the sIlj-ll minority in the !ndia'h int€lligentsia 
whose training lias been sufficiently extensive to enable 
them to compete witIt and often outstrip, the English 
in the commercial and administrative life of the 
country'. exists a more numerous stratum of semi
educated clerks, emJjoyed as minor officials in Govern
ment or railway offices, or as typists and stentlgl"aphers 
in the banks and ~~ pusiness houses. The position 
of these people is l«llformly unfortunate. And from 
this class is dra~ the inflammable personnel of Con
gress politics and of the subterranean revolutionary 
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societies. The supply of these minor An~lo-literates is 
greater than the demand. Brought up from earliest 
youth in the hope of obtaining a safe position in 
Government employment, a ~ope which, C for the 
majority, is not fulfilled, their lives are passed in a 
cloud of bitterness. They a~ miserably paid, obtain
jng, in many cases, scarcely as much as a prosperous 
mill-hand;, while experienced clerks of long" standing 
seldom receive rilore than tl;lirty to thirty-five shillings 
a week. Despite a '.:emarkable standard of ability, 
to which anyone who has worked in an Indian office 
will testify, they see little hope of advance. And they 
feel inevitably that the large sums expended on their 
education have been wasted and that, by some myste
rious process, they have been defrauded. So great is 
the mythical prestige of a Western education that it is 
not uncommon to see among the ,1dvertisements of an 
Indian paper an application for work under the recom
mendation of " Failed B.A.". Small wonder therefore 
that, confronted by increasing competition for jobs 
whose number is not increasing, these semi -educated 
youths turn to the adventure of politics and willingly 
allow th,msel¥es te- be led against a svstem that has, 
they feel, betrayed them. It is th~y, chiefly, who 

"borrow and distort the politicdl and humanitarian 
ideology of the West for their own ends. Thus recently 
I received a letter from my erstwhile typist in Calcutta 
complaining of the brutal atrocW~s committed by the 
police in beating a mob of students who were ob
struding them. Such sentimeptal concern for a few 
bruises comes absurdly from Indi;", where the teeming 
population holds life itself of little account. Those 
same students should remember the fate of Sacco and 
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Vanzetti in the transatlantic paradise of their dreams. 
But these cries of false humanitarianism touch Western 
opinion and follow up Amritsar with the material to 
hand. Yet my typiit, bitter old man as he was, 
cringing for money, and resentful of the Englishman's 
enormous expenditure o.organized amusement, could 
meet me with his sense of humour and could respond in 
the most-sincere and touching.manner to any interest 
I showed in the Indian sc~e and Ind1an achievement, 
and to any questions I might as~him on these subjects. 
It was the week prior to Ga~dhi's famelUs march to 
break the salt -laws. I had lost my temper at his 
reiterated mistakes and feeling I must make amends, 
remarked in a facetious voice: .. I see the Revolution 
i!> to begin on March IIth ". He switched round in 
alarm, not realizing that an Englishman could joke on 

. such a subject; tlwn a smile began to hover, and I 
continued: "Shall I meet you hurrying down to the 
sea with your frying-pan? If you let me know when, 
I'll come and watch. I don't want to miss the Bengal 
branch oi the new Mutiny." (Gandhi was operating 
in Guzerat, on the opposite side of In~a.1 

" Do you mein, have I love fOl· my coun1l"y? " he 
al:>ked defensiv~y . 

.. We all have flAt. But we aren't all heroes. 
Still, mind you tell me when you are starting out." 

" Mr. Gandhi", he replied, " has the time. I have 
not. The risk is to,-great for me and my dependants. 
I have ten persons to support out of my ftv~rupees a 
day. But Mr. G~dhi is a great man. You should 
go and see him. 4Ie likes English people and is 
always glad to t~ with them. 

" Mr. Byron, since you have been my boss, you have 
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taught me one thing: punctuality. We have a lot 
to learn from you English, specially iD. matters of 
honesty. Only last night my children told me horrible 
lies. But we want to feel our c~ntry is reallY'>ur own. 
We don't like the word' native', for example. It's 
insulting." ~ 

A few minutes later I repeated the gist of this 
conversation to one of. the senior English cfssistants, 
who answered sharply: , 

"Oh, he's one off,these independenee-wallahs, is 
he? " 

" They all are, don't you think? If 

Very sharply: "No, I don't." 

Amidst these random side-lights on the Indian in
telligentsia, I have necessarily avoided reference to 
those able prophets and politiGians who form the' 
vanguard of the Indian movement towards national 
self-expression. An immense hterature, in English, 
American, French, and German, has risen round these 
figures and their predecessors. Much that tRey them
selves hav~ written is widely read in the English
speakingocounfries.' Here, therefore, it would be both 
superfluous and impertinent to attemp~further analysis 

"of these outstanding personalities. But it may per
haps be suggested that their chief function, if they are 
to fulfil their position as national educators, is to direct 
the Indian mind away from th<r-ie channels of argu
mentati'l~ and litigious petti' ness into which it is so 
apt to take refuge upon the lea:;t 1955 of patience. Nu 
one who sympathizes with Indiax\-... can help seconding 
Dr. Edward Thompson's desire to put the nationalist 
case in terms likely to command the respect of sane 
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people. 1 The recent instari'ce of the IIfdian journalist 
who denounced the Round Table Conference as a 
sham, because in fact it was sitting at an oval table, 
is of co1lrse an extreme one. None the less, despite 
its overwhelming silliJess, it somehow fails to surprise 
anyone acquainted ~h India. Historically, its 
ancestry may be sought in those hair-splitting theo
logical dissensions which so revolted the Chinese 
humanist Hiuan-Tsang of th: seventh century. The 
Indian is naturally verbose. I~ moments of exaspera
tion, he takes refuge in a futi1e pedantry of argument 
which destroys. the faith of his listeners and renders 
him contemptible to all but those of like temperament. 
During one of my journeys, an Indian, acting under 
some misapprehension, usurped my sleeping-berth. 
On returning to the carriage, I pointed to my name on 
the reservation sli~ He contended, however, that I 
had relinquished it. And though it was midnight, and 
others were trying to sleep, he broke into a profitless 
legalistic discussion, saying at length that if I asked 
him to g~ve it up, he would; but that he would not do 
so, if I claimed it as a matter of right. Dfopping with 
sleep, I asked him. Such inciden., te-'d to pake one 
more sceptical!of the Indian capacity for democratic 
government than iAe most vicious assassinations, 
This miserable reliance on the efficacy of words alone, 
chiefly a characteristic of orthodox Hindus, provokes 
the rage and contiDpt of Moslems and Sikhs, and 
makes it perfectly evident that whatever the nature 
and personnel of Government in India, the ~xecutive . ' 

1 " India has a Stto';,f case agamst Great Bntam-and I have 
sometunes WIshed that my IndIan opponent would only let me 
handle hls bnef for hfJ.f an hour. mstead of makmg such a mess of 
It hup.self."-The Tums, November 6th, 1930. 
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both at the cefttre and in the provinces, must always 
be empowered to govern, even at th~ sacrifice of 
individual freedom and constitutional letter. Mr. 
Gandhi has cultivated the art of public obstruction. 
He may find it, in the immediate future, more difficult 
to cultivate the art of pUblJf co-operation. Of that 
co-operation, until the last decade, his life has been an 
outstanding example. And it is until the last decade 
that we can honour the· saint in him for his life alone. 
Since then he has of Ilf-cessity become a politician and 
has therefore submitted;~imself to judgment by success 
or failure. If success comes to him, ~r to the move
ment he has initiated, then history will fairly place him 
in category with those portentous opposites and superb 
exponents of aristocratic realism, the English Viceroys 
of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. The 
courage of a Curzon in publicly censuring a proud 
English regiment for the rape of a Burmese beggar 
surely equals that of a popular hero at variance with 
the salt laws; and would possess, if the aristocratic 
outlook were not now at such a discount, ~ much or 
even more 0/ the dramatic for the delectation of vulgar 
sentimentalism Wi.thout the realism of the aristo
cratic outlook, India will never be govtrned or succeed 
jn governing itself. It is towardL.. this ~ea1ism that the 
intellectual leaders, and Mr. Gandhi among them, 
must at length begin to move or fail. 

Finally, mention must be made Bf that very remark
able feature of Indian life, (he native Press. The 
variety of Indian newspapers, and the difficulties over
come by them, are illustrated by\.he fact that in one 
place, for a SUbscription of less than three shillings a 
year, it is possible to receive a dai1§ sheet; and that 
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this sheet, being in Urdu, has to be wh.lly written out 
by hand, its advertisements drawn, and the whole 
lithographed, every night. But while admiring the 
persisteice of Indian journalistic enterprise, it is hard, 
save in the case of S'uch publications as the Madras 
Hindu, the Delhi Hindustan Times, or the Allahabad 
Leader, to admire the ~anner in which the Indian 
Press is.conducted. Whether its propagandist effort 
attains its end, an.d what prebsely that end may be, 
I do not know. To the <,utsid~ observer, the average 
newspaper of the country se~s only to discredit its 
writers, and t., advertise with indi$putable cogency 
their disastrous lack of political realism and elementary 
sense of truth. In the eyes of anyone concerned for 
journalism as an art and public influence, the spectacle 
of so much talent and perseverance diverted to the 
service of an utterly worthless tradition is one of the 
most unpleasant ftatures of modem India. Nor are 
the newspapers staunch even to their villainy. They 
will initiate a campaign of abuse against an English 
firm for the sole purpose of extorting advertisements, 
and wilt equally cease such a campaign jn return for 
advertisements. The resulting ynpn;>sion is one of 
feather-braine:i and unscrupulous irresPonsibility. 
Lord Rothemfere's ,apers, it may be argued, give a 
similar impression. But the Daily Mail does n<:ft: 
falsify the footb~ results. In an Indian nationalist 
daily, with the exception of those mentioned above, no 
statement can be ';'ccipted as true, no argument as 
based on valid reasoning. The Press ordlnances of 
1930 were justiftt)li as much on moral as political 
grounds. As an educator of the people towards 
electoral resporu(bility, the Indian Press, taken as a 
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whole, will ha-..e proved, in the long run, a factor of 
the greatest national disservice. On the- other hand, 
the exceptions to this generalization, if sometimes 
carried away by political bitterness, do und~ubtedly 
maintain a very high !>tandard· both of writing and 
correct news, particularly w~n it is remembered that 
their contributors are all thc"'hme working in a foreign 
tongue. It is to be hoped that, with the suhstitution 
of political realit:% for potitical bitterness, their example 
will eventually be follpwed 'by the rest . 

• 
I have tried, in so far as my brief p~sonal observa-

tions have allowed, to picture the chief mental com
ponents of the Indian nation: the masses, attached 
to land and religion; the Princes, typical royalties, 
firmly entrenched in an advantageous position and 
having little real sympathy for the social and political 
ideas which pass in our time for "progress; and the 
westernized intelligentsia, who provide the political 
motive power of the country. Given peace, given that 
the warrior races of the north are not at any time 
loosed on th~ rest, this balance of forces, trar:scending 
religion, caste, V.lce, .,ttnd language, must hold good for 
centuries. f In face of these verities, ('-it remains to 
examine what part the English w\!l confmue to play iI} 
<1n autonomous India, how well fitted they are to play 
it, and what the outcome of their play,jng is likely to be. 
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.. Ind~a tas suffered enough already.trom the dMt~nction of castes, 
and from the deeply rooud prBJud~ces whfch tlritt dJstfnctfon has en
gendered. God forbfd that we slwuld mfltct ?H her the curse of a new 
caste, that we should send her a new bretli oJ Brahmms, authonzed to 
treat all the natwe populatwn as Pana's I "-MACAULAYfn the House 
of Commons, July loth, 1833 

• 
FROM an eminence above the Delhi plain rises a line of 
sunlit domes and towers, pink and cream against the 
azure sky-the new capital of India. Few capitals 
can surpass the ,magnificence of this architectural 
monument to the EJlglish dominion. Yet on the west 
coast of India, surrounded by palm trees and lagoons, 
lingers a ghostly parody of this magnificence, the 
epitaph of another and earlier European dominion. 
There, a~wart a road leading from a broken wharf 
that was once a street, stands another a..ch, planned 
for the reception of other ViceroySlandillphoWling, in a 
,creepered nich~ the effigy of Vasco da Gama. In the 
~ouncil House at ~njim may be seen the crackeci 
portraits of these other Viceroys, imperious in ruff, 
corselet, and peI1ike of the sixteenth, seventeenth, 
and eighteenth cenWries. Up at Old Goa, the secular 
buildings have sunk to mounds beneath the llalm trees. 
But in the series of gigantic churches that still stand; 
in the twisted m«oeline of St. Francis'; in Born 
Jesus, where tbe body of St. Francis Xavier lies em
balmed in a toz& supplied by the Grand Duke of 
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Tuscany; in !he crypt of St. Monica's, floored and 
wainscoted with Persian tiles of the t seventeenth 
century that moulder untended and moss-grown in 
the damp; in the vast aisles of the Cathedr.I, where 
a few brown-skmned canons m purple and lace still 
perform their rites to t!l; accompaniment of a 
mechanical organ; in the bat-stunk dome of St. 
Cajetan's, a church modelled on St. Peter's aad retain
ing in its cloisten. the o~gmal windows of sliced oyster 
shells; may be read t~e taM of the Portuguese Empire 
in India, sprung up b:r decree of Albuquerque, and 
after a century of wealth and might,.doomed to fall 
into a perpetual decline. We English have builded 
firmer, and can justly ascribe to our work the power 
of greater endurance. But with New Delhi risen 
arrogant and gorgeous, these ghostly precincts may 
well serve as a -text on the instability of governments. 
Misfortune comes to the complac~nt, brought not by 
some moral law, but because complacence is the parent 
of incompetence. The last half of the nineteenth 
century saw this disease fasten on EnglishIVen like a 
cholera. III every province of national activity we are 
now t~g to f,!for~, before the atrophy sets in. Thf' 
situation demands not merely a 4f-eformation of • • jl1ethods, but one of outlook an<'k.processes of thought. 
Nowhere is this fact more apparent in India. On the 
issue of the reformation there, more than on schemes 
of government, now depends the ovtcome of the Indian 
experiment. And let It be r~membered that on this 
outcome~ay depend the regulation of contact between 
East and West for all future gen~tions, and perhaps 
the victory or defeat of transatlantic materialism and 
untruth. 
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" The good old days when a sahib'was a sahib" 
have gone the way of snow before the spring of Indian 
nationalism. Sahibs who recall them are bitter men, 
acclaimtNew Delhi as a tombstone, and rejoice"in the 
silly cry of "Govern-or Go". A defeatist fury has 
seized these once ferveli, supporters of "the Raj", 
who lose no opportunity of airing their craven senti
ments i~ the hope of embarrassing those who have 
replaced, and advanced beronc:f, them. This defeatism 
is communicated in the straJ;igest form to foreign 
countries. The American PreiS, with its love of cheap 
drama and ch¥acteristic incomprehenslOn of political 
verities, delights to picture "the battle between 
, potent tremendously tall Baron Irwin' and' scrawny 
little Mr. Gandhi' " as the prime reality of the problem. 
And I found on my journey back from India while Mr. 
Gandhi's saIt march was in progress, that even a 
personage so far r:moved from Indian affairs as the 
Orthodox Patriarch of Alexandria was seriously con
templating the likelihood of the English departure 
from In~ia in the immediate future. Mr. Gandhi's 
saline gestures, and the whole apparatus of similar 
agitation, will probably be admitt.d iu.ten y~ars' time 
.to have been, f~m the Indian point of view, extremely 
efficacious. But whf this probability should give ris~ 
to the fanta5.tic vision of the English Viceroy, the 
provincial Governors, the English element in the 
administration, an~the heads of English business firms 
bearing uprooted bondS' to the value of £1,200,000,000, 

solemnly defiling through that machicolate~ gateway 
on the Bombay ·~ay, followed by 160,000 white 
civilians and 60,000 soldiers, and then embarking in a 
fleet of P. & O!>, is difficult to understand. Nor is 
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it a vision' who\e reality Mr. Gandhi or any nationalist 
of the remotest common sense would f' contemplate 
with pleasure. That Indians should try and drive a 
goo<,i pplitical bargain by askin~ for twice asttnuch as 
they want is only natural, and, in view of Ireland, 
eminently sensible. To co,use responsible govern
ment in India, as visualized by the delegates to the 
Round Table Conferen~e, with the eliminatitm of the 
English presence' and influence is an absurdity which 
should be left to wOIllen's ~plift classes in Oklahoma 
lather than propagatedtby important newspapers and 
former servants of the Crown. " 

It ic:; no part of my present intention to discuss what 
'form t;~sponsible government in India is likely to take, 
what reservations will be attached to it, or what dis
content those reservations will cause. Let us suppose, 
for'purposes of argument, that a ~undred years hence 
will see an Indian Viceroy and Indian provincial 
Governors, together with an army, judiciary, and 
administration wholly under Indian control. Even 
under such seemingly fantastic conditions, t~ere is no 
valid reaSOl\ why the English part in the commerce 
and educ~.tion fOf Iltdia should necessarily be reduced 
beyond its present proportions. ~ 
, For it is a fact that Indians, ~espite the scarifying 
propositions of Congress leaders and the general 
tendency towards political irrf'alit~ are conscious of 
their own limitations as a nationi\mong nations. In 
moments. of stress they may -refuse to admit them. 
But given a machinery of government calculated to 
satisfy their national amour prop~: their fundamental 
sanity will make its way to the front-as it does in 
conversation after half an hour's politeness. They' will 
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own themselves to be what they see tMm.,selves to be, 
a people half-educated. this is said in no derogatory 
spirit, but rather with regret that the exigencies of 
the mod.rn world should make the teaching of Western 
thought and science,· with their attendant th~eat of 
destructive materialism~ecessary. If this teaching 
had to come to Asia, it may at least be said of India 
that it cIltme systematically and gradually; so that 
the Indian has had the chance· not merely of assuming 
a surface armour of go-getting, opportunism like the 
Japanese, but of synthesizing _he two civilizations, his 
own and ours, iilto something like a real growth. This 
growth has sprouted; but is still only a shoot. To 
become a tree of hard wood, it must seek nourishment 
in further synthesis. And though many Indians are 
anxious to see their country invested with full inde~ 
pendence and the ight to secession from the Empire, 
there are very few mdeed who would willingly risk the 
decay of public services, of justice and instruction, and 
of commerce, that must inevitably result from any 
sudden ~d complete departure of the English. The 
West that they know and are trying so coascientiously 
to assimilate in face of great diffieulty. is t~ English 
,West. Its ins,tutions which they have borrowed are 
English institutions. I Its business example has been 
implanted mainly by British capital and upheld 
mainly by British personnel. Above all, though it is 
scarcely needful to tepeat the fact, it is the Englishman 
who has invented and who keeps the balante between 
the creeds, races, and castes, and maintains .onnexion 
between the proviIf:es and the states. Furthermore, 
it is evident that, in the event of a federal scheme's 
bein~ arrived at ~ch as may deliver India for good and 
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all from the \vhims of the British housemaid, the 
immediate need of Eng'lish help, in estl'tblishing that 
scheme in the country's life and thought, will be 
greater than before; and that this fact will ~e recog
nized, first and foremost, by those Indians responsible 
for the working of the scherwt. But even supposing a 
perfection of political harmony is reached between the 
-opponent communities ~ supposing too that the North
West frontier problem ceas~s to exist; that a wholly 
Indian army drawn frtm the northern provinces cheer
fully accepts the biddin~ of Bengali statesmen; that 
religious tension is utterly eliminated I supposing the 
falsification of all the die-hard prognostications of the 
last ten years; even so, India will need English help 
in preserving the identity she has set up, and when the 
time comes will admit that need. For she is not, 
judged by world standards, suffi~iently advanced to 
dispense with it. Once she feels this need in her heart 
instead of, as at present, only in so far as her logic can 
make headway against a surge of racial prejudice and 
bargain-cries, the English presence and infl~nce will 
become, for'another century and more, as welcome to 
the inteUigentria aG the patriarchal justice of the 
isolated administrator to the masses in t he fields. Thee 
f.:nglish will remain. But the fut'ftre harmony of India, 
and the worth-while of their remaining, must depend 
mainly on whether their presence is legarded as an evil 
necessity or a boon-in other worq..;, on their capacity 
to 'reform ,bheir attitude of min'd and to cease repining 
for "the· good old days". 

The English position is complica\ed, and the reform
ation of the English resident made the more difficult, 
by a plain fact which educated Indiahs seek to coqceal 
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from themselves, but the truth of which I discovered 
by personal ~perience already partly described. The 
Englishman in India is actually, in the course of every
day life,.a ruler. As a new arrival he can of course 
take elaborate and sel1-conscious precautions to avoid 
this unwitting assumpti~ of dignity, assume Indian 
dress, practise violent humilities, and devote himself 
to philosctphical speculation. ~uch conduct is foreign 
to our nature. Nor can it assist the b.rtherance of the 
practical objects which bnng us 10 India and for which 
the Indians value our presel!Ce. To the enormous 
mass of the population a white man is the living em
bodiment of the power which rules them and' secures 
their living. In country districts even faintly remote, 
his presence attracts immense curiosity and the people 
bow their heads to the ground before him. If he is 
with an Indian, it ~ made plain that the respect dis
played is primarily to him; a condition that some
times made me feel uncomfortable; though this is not 
the case in the states. Nor are the white man's rela
tions witij. minor officials very dlfferent. On railways, 
in small towns, and in government-institut.ions such as 
post offices, he is made to fee. that InQi.a exists 
ilrimarily for lfs comfort and convenience. To such 
a point is this carrie~ that the traveller's movements. 
are often hampered by an excessive consideration lest 
any undue effort ~hould befall him. His customs are 
regarded as an inviolable rite to be performed with 
religious care by thO5\! responsible for t~~ir matn
tenance. One evening a friend and I, travt!PIing in a 
small coupe along 'a~arrow-gauge railway in Dravidia 
and learning that there would be no stop for dinner, 
had ~ telegraphed !head for some sandwiches. As we 
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irew)nto a ~a1l. wayside station, two liveried kit
maglWs .. ~ch peariDtf'an Everest of platea and a Popo
cat~ of bblij.es, .cruets and utensils, were upon us, 
~!1~~ng, lis the tra~ rattled ~ff into the night again, 
It j2J(i!ntt l)ew.ly compesed m that most remarkable of 
j~' world''S dialectsl Ang~:Indo-French.l Perforce 
\ve'Sa:nk to our ktlees l1pon rhe floor, and eating off the 
lower berth, wete servid to a full five-courSe dinner, 
while our OWfl sarvant, ~who had been making the beds, 
received the dirty pl~es into the la~atory. That the 
food was adamant to t;he teeth and revolting to the 
palate, counted for nothing. We W':!re performing, 
indeed were being forced to perform, the English rite 
of dinner. Ahd as we knelt, battered by the antique 
rolling-stock 1Uld \fainly expectorating each attempted 
mouthful, the reverent decorum of the servitors on 
either side of us, suddenly embar~ed on a journey of 
fifty ~iles with God knew what 'chance of finding a 
train back that nig~t, induced a quite real gravity, as 
though we were, in fact, high priests of that fearful 
cult, prestige. Had we thrown the food Jrom the 
window, aSacommon sense suggested, and resumed a 
normal Rosturf, n~body's feelings would have been 
hurt. But we should have failed in ot1r duty as Engi: 
lishmen who have built tlieir &npire on five courses 
'for dinner. Perhaps I exaggerate. Yet anyone who 
has travelled in India will have felt, this feeling. Un
fortunately it makes ;most Englislpnen believe that so 
10Irlg as tJey continue to eat .. 'ive courses for dinner, 
theirs will: be the power and the glory for ever and ever. 

Even in communion with high\y' educated Indians, 
whose status i~ business or administration makes them 

1 Rnocky for gnl)cch, IS one of its happi&t slInphficabon~ 
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his equal. the Englishman more often tthan not finds 
himself autonaatically invested with a regent CQ.pafity. 
Not that Indians of such a status are JUti:ious1lb agree 
with hini; far from it; their cautioJ+ in avGi~ ~ 
such thing will be exc!essive, and they may e...eti..~~c
cumb to tactics of de1j,perate obstruction. But tu 
cases where the question ~not so much whether aetion 
shall be taken as which of sew;:tal actions to take, the 
Englishman develops an exe~utive .galvanism, cutS 
through argument and tlIe peiPetual irrelevance of 
Indian discussion, and assum~ a leadership which is 
not disputed, tpough it may irritate. Some Indians 
make frantic efforts to counteract the self-assumed 
inferiority engendered by this state of things. An 
Englishman told me that he waS' walking down a 
narrow mountain path at Simla. when, coming up, he 
encountered the venerable figure of Pandit Motilal 
Nehru, most intralsigent of the nationalist leaders, 
accompanied by another Indlan. The latter, deter
mined to assert his country's dignity, planted himself 
across the path, so that the descending Englishman 
might bee obliged to leave it. The Paniit, on the 
other hand, drew himself to ODe silie, aid as ~he Eng
lishman passed JY, favoured him with a look that was 
!1most a wink at hi. cotultryman's stupidity. The. 
unpleasant tnbute to English prestige implied by the 
bad manners of t~ one was made innocuous by the 
courteous assumpti0.p of equality on the part of the 
other.. • 

An Englishman of the old tradition feels \eoretic
ally a martyr to wl1~ he calls the " weakness" of the 
Morley-Minto or the Montagu-Chelmsford reforms, on 
bein~ called upon.o serve under an Indian minister. 

I 
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But in practi!e the ministers cho~ are such as to 
command natural" resp.kt. And the .Englishman's 
executive freedom, 'which is his 'chief concern, remains 
unimpaired; of which the IIJ,inister as a rule is only 
too glad. Here we have the k~y to the Englishman's 
future position in India. In England the complaint is 
gathering force that the control of national affairs has 
passed from the mother of Parliaments to henoffsprung 
bureaucracy. Lord Hewart has proved it. And in 
any case the fact is (<;uffidently obvious whenever a 
Labour Government a~edes to power. India is not 
only governed by a bureaucracy. As \;l. political entity 
Inc'lia. is a bureaucracy, and. will remaip one, beneath 
the furbelows of responsible government, till three 
hundred million persons have been made literate. 
And the executive ability of that bureaucracy will 
continue, by Indian choice or recognition of nf'ressity, . 
to rest largely in English hands. Consider the police, 
and particularly the C.I.D., that incredible Ogpu with~ 
out which Calcutta and Bombay would be the scene 
of unceasing atrocity. Given that constitutional 
responsibility has. meaning, what Indian minister 
responsiple for th(Y maintenance of order would ever 
conceivably dare to rob this force of itsilinglish element 

• or attempt in any way to lnmper that element's 
efficiency? Exactly the opposite may, in fact, be 
expected-so long at least as Hipdus and Moslems 
continue to quarrel about the twi~s of pipal-trees and 
Climes of violence continue t(l\ mature in the purlieus 
of the l;4g towns. 

But though the English remalft 'in India, and their 
persons reflect, in the eyes of the masses, the actuality 
of power, and in the eyes of th6,; intelligentsia the 
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actuality of competel}ce; tl\9~b: as- long as they 
remain, theY' remain ,.,primaruy· .ti\ educate, anq. ulti
mately therefore, in fact if not in n~e, to rule,,if only 
because the function Qf,w1ing is thrust on them; the 
successful outcome of their presence an~ India's future 
development as a nation ilust hinge chiefly on whether 
or no her educated popula"fion can be brought to regard 
that pre~nce, instead of as t~at of ¥ unpalatable if 
salutary schoolmaster, more as that, of a university 
tutor to his undergraduate ·pupilt. And it is clear that 
this change of outlook on the part of Indians cq,n only 
result from a cilrresponding change of outlook'" on the 
part of the English resident. Until the latter discovers 
and can guard against the confusion that exists in his 
mind between the regent function and the exposition 
of racial superiority, he will find himself relegated, 
slowly but surely, to the position of an impotent 
disciplinarian, a sc~oolmaster without authority, than 
which there is nothing more ridiculous or ineffective. 

Before.turning from prophecy of English relations 
with India in the future to an anaiysis of -the English 
resident's relations in the present,eoneemore.iactor of 
~he most urgen,importance must be considered. This 
IS the part which thc#British electorate must play in 
the framing and sanction of any scheme of constitu
tional advance aDd of the act which will at length 
release the Viceroy.and his advisers, embodYing the 
dignity of India, from their subordination to ~Secretcft:y 
of State in Westminster. " 

It has at length ~een resolved that the nature of 
future government in India shall be settled by de
liberations, cond~ted on an equal footing, between 
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Indians and English. A first stage has been com
pleted. It now remains for Indians to. settle their 
own dissensions before proceeding to the second. 
Future deliberators on the details of the scheme must 
guard against being hurried into tmpracticable decisions 
by the threat of renewed acitation in India or of a 
Conservative victory at th~- polls in England. Let 
them follow the example of the Church c<fUIlcils of 
Constance, Basle,.. and Trent, that sat for years together 
before effecting their opjects: rather than frame another 
dyarchy, born without tilie seed of life. 

A decision having been reached, th~ decision must 
be submitted to the approval both of the Indians who 
have stayed at home and of the English housemaid. 
From both sources repudiation is possible. Which 
bodies of Indian opinion, beyond the Congress, might 
favour repudiation, and which and how many of such 
bodies it may be intended to ove1ride, has not been 
defined. The English housemaid moves in no such 
atmosphere of uncertainty. Such is the existing 
machinery that her sanction is necessary bef9re a fifth 
of the world's pop~lation, whose very name denotes 
for her llttle lllore -than the worse kind of tea, may 
embark on a further process of politi~ development. 
That she will repudiate the agr!!Cments of the Englishf 

deliberators, drawn as they are from all three political 
Parties, is improbable. But it is not impossible. 

On May 16th, 1930, Lord Rothprmere wrote in the 
Daily Map: "The promise of-Dominion status should 
not be ctfllfirmed but cancelled. It takes two to make 
a bargain. We are released frola ours by the pro
clamation of the intention of the Indian nationalists 
to secede at the first opportunity" -\ -by the proclama-
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tion of the intention of those very peop'e who, accord
ing to Lord rRothermere, are nothing more than" a 
few foolish native babblers". Then, having broken 
our ple<Jke, " we owe jt to ourselves and to the people 
of India to get back to the well-tried system which 
existed before the War '\" On June 3rd, Lord Rother
mere continued: "It is the urgent national duty of 
the Cons~rvatives to fulfil theiJi duty as the Opposition 
Party by bringing the forlWe of publi~ criticism to bear 
upon the Government's dange~us policy in India." 
These sentiments were reinfott:ed on December IIth, 
while the Rouna Table Conference was actually sitting, 
from a more authoritative source. Mr. Winston 
Churchill, speaking to the Indian Empire Society, is 
reported by The Times to have said that 

"the Round Table Conference now sitting had no 
power to frame a ~nstitutlOn for India. No agreement 
reached at the Conference would be binding in any 
degree, morally or legally, upon Parliament. . .. Even 
in the present House of Commons, with it9 Socialist 
minorit¥, Government, there was a substantial majority 
against the extension, in any penOil which it was profit
able to consider, of anything lIke pominion Status. It 
seemed certaiu that a new House of eom~ns would 
have come intI existence before a Government of India 
Act could be introdu!ed, and it was highly probable that 
the new House of Commons would be far more repre
sentative of the sirong patriotic elements of our country 
than the present." 

• Mr. Churchill also Iflade other comments on t11e 
situation which the PJess thought it better to\uppress. 
In addition Lord S~ner gave his opinion that" the 
destiny of India does not rest with the Round Table 
Conference. but fith the people of this country, for 
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India is an hOnoured part of the British Empire". 
Finally it was resolved 

" that this meeting fully approves the aims a.I¥i objects 
of the Indian Empitt! ~ociety and pledges itself to support 
the society in its efforts to awaken public opinion in this 
country to a sense of the g""lve danger which menaces 
the welfare and security of our fellow-subjects and is 
paralysing the commerce and industry of bbth Great 
Britain and Inwa ". ( 

r 

Whether such opinruns, expressed by such men, are 
likely to influence the E'nglish housemaid or her chosen 
representative in Parliament, I do not know. But 
though this essay succeed in reaching neither her eyes 
nor his, it may be well, as far as space allows, to 
anticipate such a contingency. 

The dissemination of these opinions, of which Ldrd 
Rothermere and Mr. Churchill h. ve constituted the 
chief mouthpiece, is conducted by those retired 
administrators who claim to " know and love the real 
India", by which they mean the India that gave scope 
to their particular genius two or three deco...des ago. 
The vocal proportion of these amorous old men con
tributed'd. syffiposit1m of articles to the Daily Mail at 
the end of 1929. which appealed untier the title of 
"The Peril in India". A few extracts will reveal 
their assembled wisdom:-

Sir Michael O'Dwyer on NovemlJer 4th, 1929: 
• "The congress leaders ha, e repeatedly threatened 

that trinless Dommion status... is granted by 
December 31 they wIll start a \..a.u;tpaign of civil chs
obechence, mc1uchng refusal to pay taxes, boycott of 
British goods, and so on. Such il- campaign to-day 
would be a ludicrous failure." f..l 
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Has it been a ludicrous failure? I tftink not. But 
the trade returns for I930 will show. 

Lord Sydenham of Combe on November I4th : 

• b . " Could there e atlythmg more unfortunate than the 
fiaunt1ng of Dominion status before the !lttle body of 
hostile Indian intelligeptc;ia at such a time? . .. I 
assert fearlessly that ouTy British public servants who 
have btlme heavy responsibilities can really know and 
love Imha and can regard witlt a sin~le eye the welfare 
of her teemmg mIllions oj humble workers." • It is interesting to learn fro~one of Lord Sydenham's 

experience that.,Indians cannot love their own country. 
Sir Michael O'Dwyer again, on November 15th: 

"Withdraw our army and navy ... and India will 
again become a prey to the anarchy, civil war, and 
invasions from which we rescued her by 150 years of 
unselfish effort." 

Unselfish? Evtn Lord Rothermere has discovered 
that" our Indian Empire is still very much the greatest 
overseas customer of British goods" (May 16th, 1930). 

Mr. QlUrchill writes in a similar lofty tone on 
November I6th that 

" the rescue of India from ages 0' bru4>arisnf, intestine 
war, and tytlnny and its slow but ceaseless forward 
march to ciVl!lzatidtJ. constitute upon the whole the 
finest achievement of our lustory. This work has been 
done in four or vve generations by the willing sacrifices 
of the best of our race ". 

The irrepressible -mow righteousness of the Westa!rn 
schoolmaster bubbles up : 

I 
" A warm sympathy for the peoples of India spreads 

throughout the United Kingdom. We hail with glad
n~ every Sgxt of their progress to civilization, com-
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petence and s&f-discipline. But an immense journey lies 
in front of us. . .. We need not attem1)t to measure 
this journey in years or generations. The speed with 
which it is accomplished depends upon the self-discipline 
and self-regE-neration of the IndiPl peoples thethselves." 

Finally Mr. Churchill indq},ges a rhapsodic emotion 
over the fate of the" untouchables". As the Calcutta 
Statesman remarked in commenting on this"efiusion, 
" does anyone beHeve they cost Mr. Churchill a night's 
sleep, or doubt that \~ey are nearer to Lord Irwin's 
heart than to his ?" , 

Sir Reginald Craddock, after referring again to those 
who know and love the real India, reaches a peak of 
absurdity in terming the nationalist movement" the 
malice aforethought of a few politicians" (November 
18th). Sir Mark Hunter observes that that same 
movement" does not even come fr0W- the small fraction 
of the population educated on western lines" (Novem
ber 19th). Only Sir Walter Willson strikes a note 
of sense in dealing honestly, without any maudlin 
references to "unselfish effort", with the 4iscrimin
ation against Engli.3h commerce threatened by the 
Congress ~arty", (No'1ember 20th). Finally the series 
ends with a particularly lurid passa~. from !If other 
India on the condition of the .,," untouchables". Mr.' 
Gandhi's efforts towards reform in this direction are 
ignored. 

It may be argued that it were better, in the interests 
of ttmity, to let these ephemeruutterances be engulfed 
in the o~vion naturally enjoyed. by contributions to 
the Daily Mail; and that to co~er on Lord Rother
mere and Mr. Churchill the laurels of obliquity is but 
to gratify their sense of importand; at the cost of 
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tedious repetition. Mr. Churchill, it ~ems, is now 
discredited in political circles: even his younger 
adherents, who have hitherto hung on his words, 
reproduc~ his infle~ns, and borrowed his energy, 
have begun to shake their heads. Yet how many 
times before has not Mr. fhurchill been discredited? 
And how many times has not the phcenix risen purged 
from the ~hes to hatch another clutch of misfortunes 
on the English nest? To shake tke head is not 
enough. If Mr. Churchill, backetl by those who know 
and love the real India (in colftradistinction to those 
now resident in -.vhat must, we suppose, be an unreal 
India), is determined, as he implies, to do his utmost 
to nullify the principles laid down by the Conference, 
he and his phcenix-reputation constitute a danger to 
those principles; and such of his party as may be 
·tempted to follow pis new flight would do well to 
remind themselves that the ranting imperialist of I93I 
is actually none other than the benevolent 'visionary 
who piloted the Montagu-Chelmsford reforms through 
Parliame~ twelve years ago. Mr. Churchill has sin
cerity. But it is only the transit~nal sincerity of a 
monkey at a nut and is based. eneitlter Oil moral 
lilrinciple or for Intellectual conviction-virtues which 
Providence and a d1!;putatious temperament have 
denied him. On the same day as Mr. Churchill's article 
was published in ~e Daily M a~l, a leader on the In
dian question appe~ed by the side of it, which says: 

"The appointme~ of Lord Irwin was an 'tUlhappy 
one in the first instance, owing to Lord Irwin's pecuhar 
views. ; .• The best step that could now be taken 
to remedy the ..a; ..... 'h;ef done and avert further grave .. .~ 
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misfortune On India would be to send Mr. Winston 
Churclull there and withdraw the prese9t Viceroy, who 
may mean well but IS obviously quite mvertebrate." 

It is not suggested that this \eader was inspired by 
Mr. Churchill. But there is good reason tQ suggest 
that it caused him no disJ?leasure. and that it ade
quately represents his views. Thus we see one of 
England's most prominent statesmen deliberately 
attempting, in his capacity as the highest-paid journa
list in the world, to f!lrejuCllce one of the outstanding 
issues of modern histary at the instance of a journal 
which simultaneously advocates thQ conferment on 
him of the Indian viceroyalty while attacking, in the 
language of an aggrieved bully, the then holder of 
that office, his erstwhile friend and colleague. Few 
more disreputable spectacles have brightened our 
public life. If Mr. ChurchIll W}shes to }alk about· 
India, let him go there and discover what India is. 
instead 01 relying on the memories of a boastfully 
ignorant subaltern. His personal courage would 
doubtless carry him in triumph through the,numerous 
assaults, physical., and oratorical, which might be 
expecte~ to ~ulivtm an otherwise pleasant tour. 

There remains what is perhaps, in relation to thx 
British electorate, the more important question of Lord 
Rothermere and the Daily M atl. There are those who 
hold, with the Calcutta Statesman (n~cember 7th, 1929). 
that" under Lord Rothermere's personal direction the 
Daily Mati has become such C'JIl international mad dog 
that it~arge army of news rea~ers take little heed of 
its opinions". Let it be hoped that this is so. The 
blatant inconsistency of that newspaper ana the ran
corous Harmsworth megalomania ~ which cglours its 
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kaleidoscope of policies can scarcely fail tto be evident 
even to th~ whose interest is mainly in Tom Webster. 
Yet such is the credulity of the English public that the 
sudden utilization of , proposed new Government of 
India A~ to produce a national stampede is a danger 
which, however remote, ~ou1d be foreseen and fore
stalled. If space forbids ~ detailed recitation of the 
Daily Mall's political orientations since the time when 
it was old enough to make th;m, it may at least be 
permitted to substitute a com~nt from the Frank
furter Zeitung on Lord Rothermere's recent advocacy 
of Hitlerism as :i.Uustrating how unsavoury a figure he 
cuts outside his own country : 

"Lord Rothermere, who is notoriously one of the 
greatest newspaper proprietors and one of thE' pettiest 
journahsts in the world, ~eems to have the ambItion to 
transfer t4I German"the scene of the mischievious nuisance 
which he has practised in Hungary. He ~i11, as we 
know him, go so far as to conquer his hopelessly re
actionary heart and advocate the revision of the Peace 
Treaties. Lord Rothermere's propaganda has not bene
fitted ~ngary: it has done thIS .. sorely tned country 
endless harm. . .. Every word tnat Lord Rothermere 
says against the status laid on us ~y tlte Peaee Treaty 
can but harm {Is-not .because it is spoken in favour of 
the Nazis, but becaus~t is spoken by Lord Rothermere."l 

Now, instead of.Hungary or Germany, India is to 
become the scene ",f this "mischievious nuisance". 
Lord Rothermere ta'kes.1:lis pen (May 16th, 1930), aad 
in course of an article entitled" What India"tpeans to 
us ", which is larg~ a rehash of the 1929 lovers' 
symposium, writes of 

l.ouoted ml Th~ Times. September 2j'th. 1930. 
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" how the ardmission of natives to a predominant share 
of local government has degraded the fogner high stand· 
ard of administration. Political graft, the bamboozling 
of ignorant vot,ers, departmental confusion and the 
oppression of the poor have fol)')wed on this Krst instal
ment of the transfer of governmental auth<lrity to a 
small minority of sharp-wit;.ed and self-seeking Hindus". 

Has Lord Rothermere ever visited India~ Has he 
ever, even, beeF privileged to meet anyone who has 
visited India? I as" impelled not only by hope of 
explanation for the f~tuous mendacity of the above 
passage, but by the extraordinary ,inaccuracy of a 
further statement. In the 5ame article I find a refer
ence to "the Maharajah of Burdwan, who rules 
8,000,000 Bengalis". If anyone has hitherto thought 
it worth his pains to distinguish Lord Rothermere's 
facts from the construction he puts on them. he may 
be interested to learn that the Mfinarajah of Burdwan 
rules neither eight million Bengalis nor one Bengali, 
since he is not a ruling prince at all, but simply a 
titled zemindar. This inaccuracy does not vitiate the 
train of Lord Roth«;>rmere's argument. But it indicates 
the reliance in whdch his statements, or those of his 
Press, should 'be held-when, for ex.,"nple, he advises 
his readers against subscribing 'b.;) the next Govemmen't 
of India loan. < 

The question of Press dictat(lrship has been much to 
the fore in I929 and I930. How far such a danger is 
r~, or whether it might not} piove, in disinterested 
hands a~ competently conducted (as was the Empire 
Free Ttade movement in its eaflY stages), a national 
benefit, is difficult to determine. On the other hand, 
there can be no doubt that a vigoro~s Press campaign, 

(I , 
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inspired by individuals of notorious ment'il instability, 
to undo such. a settlement as future Indo-British 
deliberations may devise, might have serious conse
quences. .Such a campaign, if i:4refl.tened, could be 
restraine~ in one way ~y: by pressure from the big 
advertisers. Many of t~e large businesses whose 
advertisements cover the p'Jges of the daily Press, and 
who incur- this expenditure as much in a spirit of 
competition with one another at to bvng their goods 
before the world, have eIbrmoJfs interests in, and 
derive enormous profits from, Illdia. They know well 
enough the opini~ns of their representatives in India on 
the political situation. And if they see those opinions 
flouted, and their interests and profits menaced, by an 
irresponsible Press whose very existence depends on 
their goodwill, it is not impossible that they may see 
fit to take concerted action for the purpose of with
drawing their good~. To live with a Press, or part 
of a Press, whose policy was dictated by its adver
tisers, would be scarcely less unpleasant than to live 
with the Press of Fascist Italy. Yet imagination can 
picture t~e time when such a cQPdition of things, 
applied temporarily to certain ;1iewsRapers. might 
:e.TOve the lesser f>f two evils. I t is to ~e hoped that 
fhose newspapers will frot be tempted to provoke its 
trial. 

It has been atte~pted to show that the problem 
between East and West.as represented between Indit:L 
and England, is not merely a political one.' ,.politics 
are its clothes; thl Indian wishes to assume the 
uniform of national identity. This wish arises from 
two causes: the \Indian's discovery of his national 
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identity; ~ his feeling that the continued presence 
of the English in India in its existing fo~ is an affront 
to that identity. That the English will remain in 
India, and that s"u long as they do remain there they 
will occupy the position of rulgrs and leader~ at least 
for several generations to come, may be taken for 
granted. The "problem,r therefore resolves .itself 
into how the English presence may continue the work 
of westernizatiqn alrecfdy begun to the best advantage 
of the country. Unqer exlsting conditions, this process 
is threatened with atrophy. And thus threatened it 
will remain until the mental environmrnt of the English 
resident in India has been radically changed. It must 
first be discovered why this change is necessary; and 
then, finally, how perhaps it may be brought about. 

A first examination of the English civilian element 
in India reveals at once an important difference in. 
antecedents and outlook between 'the Viceroy and the 
three Presidency Governors, and the body of their 
compatriots, whose majority has been many years 
resident in the country. These four men, who wield 
between them mo.re direct power over their fellow
beings tpan any otRer four officials in the world, do not 
owe their care~rs to India and have nCft already staked 
their life interests there. The'9 arrive, as a ~le, un~ 
influenced by extensive pre-knowledge of Indian 
affairs. And it is no discourtec;y to the lesser Governors 
or to the Indian Civil Service in ~eneral to expect of 
tl'ose who have passed theili li~es in the centres of 
WesterIJ'dvilization a wider sense of proportion and 
more sympathetic understandhlg of contemporary 
thought and political aspiration than those who, despite 
their unquestioned abilities, mus~ necessatilY ,have 
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~ to some extent moulded by a rigid sQiial tradition, 
and by the ~or& detailed and autocratic work of 
administration in which their early years were spent. 

In a gjfl.eration that prostrates .ttself before the 
golden ca.lves of democi\cy, of average inefficiency, and 
of the reduction of all thought and activity to the 
lowest common capacity, tlle Viceroys and Governors
General of .India, drawn with few exceptions from the 
gentle families of England, pn1vide history with an 

• • 
imperi~hable vindication 01' the inherited virtues of 
aristocracy. The aristocratic mind, if the adjective is 
employed in its true meaning, is one which cultivates 
and is content with nothing but the best. Best, in the 
sphere of statesmanship, means deliberative truth and 
executive efficiency. And in England the cultivation 
of this best is most frequently derived from a here
.ditary tradition of financial independence and public 
obligation. Hence the indiscnminate application of 
the term aristocratic to those of anCIent descent. In 
Western countries, truth and efficiency are unsuited to 
the control of rapacious electorates, whose bread is 
from the \tate and circuses are iIl. the daily papers. 
Let it be admitted that in the mo~rn West \he aris
tocrat, even as distinct from the c!iste-conscious 
&bility of the Continlflt, must be regarded, if only 
temporarily, as an obsolete memorial to past excel
lence. In India, ,¥here the Government, whoever it 
may be composed o~ must govern or collapse, this is 
not the case. There, it is only the qualities of tile 
aristocratic mind that can bring cohere:n~ to the 
unmense powers witl! which the Viceroy is fuvested 
and with which, by certification and ordinance, he rules 
and will mnhAhlvlin thp bd pvpnt, continue to rule. 
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From Lord ~e1lesley, who built Government House, 
Calcutta, on a model of Kedleston, expended huge 
sums in corrugating the flat park of liis residence at 
Barrackpore int~ a prospect of eminence!§ (land vales 
such as might please the eyes ci future English gentle-
men, and at length requested for his own magnmcation 
the grandiloquent title of Duke of Hindostan; from 
Lord Canning, the clement, who strove tp heal the 
bitterness of the M\!tiny; to Lord Curzon, whose 
moneyed wife, elabo~ate p~mps, care for old buildings, 
and avowed imperia1,ism, concealed a knowledge of 
fact and pertinacious competence which stamped the 
I:ndian bureaucracy with its preseht extraordinary 
efficiency; and to Lord Irwin, the first inhabiter of 
that new Viceroy's House, whose incomparable splen
dour differs from the ordinary palace as the aristocrat 
from the ordinary royalty -a man whose unrlerstand-. 
ing of the verities of human chal"il.cter the world over 
has won the affection, if not the agreement, of all 
India; the English Viceroys exhibit a succession of 
men unparalleled in human affairs for their outward 
magnificence and, intrinsic ability, Each seems to 
reproduce in a p~rticular degree the qualities of his 
epoch: l the good with the bad; but willIe the good 
IS the best, the bad is nevet the worst-there a& 
fouler crimes than landscape-gardening, To foreign 
observers especially, these Vlceroys, defiant of the 
democratic Moloch, offer a spectacle beyond compre
~ension, Throughout the world, 'the scum of politics, 
the levellers and the average-men, the Comintf'rns 
and KU-omintangs and lecturers 10 Oklahoma, all the, 
scum for which Indian society has no room or care, 
resent the Viceroys not simply as fmpenalist bogeys 
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but because of their triumphant vindication of :Eur(}o 
pean sanity. ,:nus is their tribute: fearful misdeeds 
may be laid at their door; but never, by their most 
persistentelnd slanderous enemies, ltas their efficiency 
been qUejtioned. The~ represent the flower of English 
talent. And it can be said that in them always India 
receives from England the best that England has to 
gIVe. . . 

It must be regretted tJ:tat a silnilar <liscrimination is 
not invariably exercised in the chtfice of the Presidency 
Governors. The duties of thest) gentlemen call for an 
exercise of state.smanship and fimmess of executive 
decision scarcely less exigent than those of the Viceroy: 
A similar pomp attends their every movement; the 
Prince of Wales, after staying with one of them, is 
reported to have remarked: " Now I know how royalty 
ought to behave." Their personal comfort and con
venience are attende<! by all that the climate clemands ; 
their governments move to the hills, as the Central 
Government to Simla; their salaries are adequate to 
.the most sumptuous entertaining; a stream of dis
tinguished- visitors grace their winiers. In fact, for 
those many and able men of Englattd whose aVlbition 
is a field for really constructive states~anship and 
e!ercise of direct powt! hedged with outward state, 
the Presidency Governorates of India offer posts with
out rival in the Empire. Yet it is actually true that 
the Home Governm~ts responsible for these appoint
menh find great difficul~ in persuading suitable meR 
to accept them. That,of Bengal is said to ha~~ been 
offered to thirteen persons in succession before Sir 
Stanley Jackson was approached. A general belief 
seems to urevail int:ngland that to accept the offer of 
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an Indian It-esidency is to step into the shoes of a 
puppet and to climb simultaneo~ly FPon a liInbo
shelf of proved incompetents. Than the first belief 
nothing could be' further from reality. If ct-he second 
is true, it ought to be disperted; llnd it ~ould be 
understood in theory and in practice that the success
ful tenure of a Presidency Governorate will be followed 
by certain political adv:ance. Thus youngeJlJ-politicians 
might be indured info these posts, particplarly if it 
were found practica..,l)le to shorten the tenn of office 
from five years to thl'"3e, accompanied by a possibility 
of extenc:;ion. How excellent mIght be the results of 
such a pohcy may be judged by the good effects of 
Lord Zetland's recent sojourn at Calcutta. And 
though I hold no brief for Lord Lloyd, whose exaggera
tion of personal dignity was little suited to his position 
in Cairo, it IS obVIOusly ridICulous that such a man 
should be condemned to linger for ever between Thread
needle Street and the back-doors of St. Stephen's. If, 
instead of the remote and single office of the Vice
royalty, the Presidency Governorates were also held 
out as a bait to (~he rising generation of polIticians, 
whose 'lbilitjes are now run to waste by the futile 
bribery competrtion of the Westminster party 
machines, those politicians )llight be persuaded fo 
follow the example of Lord Zetland, and of Lord 
Curzon before him, in travelhng to prepare themselves, 
by more than the usual tour sPl~t in the company of 
English officials and the purs'ut of wild beasts, for the 
proper exercise of the Presidency Governors' powers. 

For the Presidency Goveniments of to-day find 
themselves saddled only too often with an amiable 
English gentleman of small men~lU attainwents and 
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imbued with that terror pf responsibilit, which is the 
dominant not~ 'OJ sv.ccessful middle-age. Either he 
errs between th~ clamour of nationalist agitation on 
the one side and die-hard conviction·on the other; or, 
if times. are trQ'Uble!, succumbs to the strain and 
throws the responsibility for executive decision on the 
chief of police or on his Indian ministers who, despite 
their advanced theories, are far from glad of it in • practice, as one of theI\l to}d me; or. remains simply 
an impervious figurehead, pleatant in manner, but 
from the Indian standpoint whotly lacking in sympathy 
or understandin~ Sometimes even urbanity and good 
manners are lacking: at one Durbar I attended the 
Governor was unable to pronounce correctly or with
out stuttering the name of a single Indian recipient of 
the honours to be awarded. Furthermore, in the case 
·of those whom ProvIdence has denied a sense of pro
portion or humour,· the ceremonial existence of the 
Indian Government House is apt to induce a peacock 
vanity, and to transform the King's representative into 
an ape-ro~alty whose pretensions, ostensibly of some 
value in visibly expressing the dign1i:y of the sovereign 
power, are actually the outcome of an t>ffensrve self
esteem-a quality whi~, unless accompanied by the 
ttIent of a Curzon, is Productive only of misjudgment 
and misunderstanding of human character. The social 
subservience of th~ English communities conspires to 
encourage these Governors to overestimate the value 
of their personal digni!y': an aggressive Djtionali~ 
demonstration is revifJVed not so much as deleterious 
to the English power as in the light of a personal affront 
-as though some private enemy had tweaked the 
Govemor~<; nnc::p \ndians, whose perception of persons 
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amounts to recond sight, are quick to observe the 
resulting combination of petty dignity, and practical 
incapacity; and confidence in the Government 
becomes correspofldingly less. If the GoVbmors are 
to retain their overriding p~wers until wovincial 
autonomy can be transformed from a written scheme 
into a natural growth, It is to be hoped that greater 
discrimination will be ~xercised in the choiee of those 
appointed to !VIe the big Presidencies and the big 
towns where the int~Uigerltsia congregates. 

Unlike the three~ Presidency Governors, the 
Governors and High Commissione~<; of the other 
provinces and special districts of British India are 
recruited from the Indian Civil Service. If they too 
sometimes find it hard to withstand the temptation 
of becoming more royal than the king, their sense of 
,political reality is seldom correspondingly impaired. 
To have worked their way through the arduous and 
keenly competed stages of the Indian administration, 
they must netessarily be men of the highest ability. 
And if their qualities are perhaps too exclusively execu
tive, and if they lQck, outwardly, a certain'degree of 
urbanity and ,knowledge of the world in general, they 
are at least afraid of no respollsibility and they realize 
that their prime function is to govern strictly in 6Lccor<:P
ance with precedent or innovation as the case may be. 
On the advent of fuller provincijll autonomy, it is 
arguable that this clear-cut tYPf may prove too in
flexible for the difficult pllI'pOOe of implanting a novel 
constit~tion and of winning the,co-operation of Indian 
leaders in the process. And there are signs that Indian 
opinion would prefer that all the provincial Governors 
should be drawn directly from Envtand, anq that the 
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Indian Civil Service should therefore 1Je deprived of 
its chief prize!il. Such a measure could hardly promote 
the efficiency of the Service. Though it may be 
objected.that the older generation" of administrators 
stilllusq, after the goo~ old days, and that this colours 
its political action, it is probable that the new will have 
been trained in more harmonious accord with the 
present Iftdian desire for pon~cal self-expression and 
will be fully able to translate the standards of its 
predecessors into the language of modern Indian 
thought. 

English public opinion in India is formed mainly in 
the three Presidency capitals of Madras, Calcutta, and 
Bombay. Here the air hangs thick with the inherited 
prejudices and propneties of a century and a half. 
The absence of thls atmospheric tradltion is the virtue 
of Delhi and makes -the change of capltal from Calcutta 
worth a hundred times the fifteen mlllion pounds that 
will have been spent on it. These prejttdices and pro
p.t.icties, llourishing like demons in the older towns, 
and to a scarcely lesser extent m .he other provincial 
capitals and the hill-stations, con~titu~e the. greatest 
f>bstacle to the future beneficence of the English 
prese:oce in India. 

It is often imagined by those ignorant of the country 
that the ffillitary &lement, military manners, and mili
tary modes of thoqht, dominate Indo-British circles. 
This is true, naturally, .f specmcally militax;y statio:fts. 
Of the larger towns it is not. The soldiers ihere are 
birds of passage, and in any case are generally too 
poor to mix freely in the elaborately organized and 
eXp¥nsi~ life of fhe English communities. Roughly 
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speaking, thee English residents fall into two classes: 
government officials and business men. f And it is the 
business men and their women who, having most money 
and having been-the original excuse for ~e whole 
British dominion in India-a position of w~ch they 
are still conscious-set the tone of thought and manners. 

It is unnecessary to recapitulate here the virtues of 
that part of the adm,inistrative personne}e which is 
supplied from England. These men, it is often said, 
are the pick of the El?glish universities, whose abilities 
would bring them far gi'eater fortune in other walks of 
life. This is probably true. But in saying so, it is 
not necessary to imply, as so many sentimentalists do, 
that the English candidates for the Indian Civil Service 
are deliberately actuated by motives of poignant self
sacrifice. They come to India, on the contrary, to 
make themselves as good careers as seem to lie within 
their reach: Those careers, once begun, are devoted 
from start to finish to work of the most arduous 
responsibility, often carried out under detestable 
climatic conditions, and for a financial reward whkh 
is sufficient but by no means lavish. And it is this 
devotior, necessita:'.ing and breeding grasp of detail, 
linguistic ability, sympathy it) personal contact, and 
bodily courage, in an extraordinary degree" which 
commands the admiration of all who know it and 
of the English traveller in particular who sees in it, 
for the first time, thf' complete exp:~ssion of his national 
gl.nius. A similar tribute IIY.1St be paid to all the 
Governr''lent services in India, political, medical, police, 
judicial, educational, and the rest. 

The character of the English business community in 
India is not so well known. Businf'ss and ~litics are 
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too closely interwoven for even the yo~p.gest English 
assistant to ignore the fact that he is always potenti. 
ally an impodant political unit in the country; or 
for the o~r men to indulge those reactionary fulmina
tions wi~ which they ~re usually credited in England. 
Commercial exploitation is one of the battle.cries of 
the nationalists; to break the English monopoly of 
trade, in .0 far as it continues to exist outside their 
imaginations, is their .avowed- PllI"P.0se. Thus, the 
large businesses find thems~lves ihe focus of perpetual 
agitation. In addition, they aie automatically called 
on to send repre~entatives to the provincial and central 
legislatures. Hence their opinions are first and fore
most those of political realists. They want peace in 
the country and are prepared to make sacrifices to 
obtain it. Privately, the personal opinions of their 

. leading men may be those of a Mutiny veteran. But 
it is a precept of ~usiness conduct in Inma to-day 
that such opinion5 are not exhibited. At the time of 
Lord Irwin's reiteration of the Dominion Status pledge, 

, tQt,pronouncement that led directly to the calling of 
the Roun~ Table Conference, I walt in Calcutta. And 
while the English Press, with the hfinourable e1ception 
of The Times and the Manchester ~uardian, was 
fteliver,j.ng a bedlam o.~ury and apprehension; while 
prominent statesmen of all shades of opinion called 
heaven to witness.the assured disaster; the business 
community of Calclita welcomed.the pronouncement 
with almost unbrokel} unanimity. From persoI:\fll 
acquaintance, no one;ould call the average·h~ad of a 
Calcutta firm liberal in his outlook or sympathies. 
But he has marked convictions on the subject of his 
firm's continued ~xistence and pros:peritr. Anc;l he 
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cannot, there/ore, even if he wishes, afford to indulge 
that sentimentality so dear to the heart, and handy 
to the pen, of Lord Rothermere and (Mr. Churchill. 
He is a realist. To me, who at that time It'iJd formed· 
no opinion on the desirability t,r possibility ~f Indian 
self-government, the comments of the English Press 
and politicians, some of which have been quoted, 
seemed to radiate not s9-much ill-advised in1lransigence 
as a lunatic incqmpre!lension 9f real conditions. This 
impression was confirmed by, and perhaps in part 
derived from, the attitude of that most excellent 
mentor, the Calcutta Statesman, a n,ewspaper which, 
under its present editorship, exerts one of the greatest 
influences for sanity in India. 

Side by side with this admirable sense of responsi
bility to India which pervades both the government 
and business sections of the English community, and 
which, in .the latter sphere at least, is largely a growth 
of the last ten years, there exists an almost complete 
lack of sympathy with the Indian temperament and a 
blind refusal to racognize or attempt to eliminate thp 
real cause of the I1?dian grievance: namely, the jealous 
racial e~clusivenesll of the white-skinned rulers. The 

I latter's argument runs: 

II We have changed our opinions. We now' observe 
and respect the Indian's desire for self-government, and 
a practical sense of our own intere9~s leads us to second 
this desire, rather than endure.,a further decade of 

"unrest and insecurity. We VOQill do all in our power to 
support· such constitutional schemes as may result from 
the Round Table Conference i:.:nd to co-operate with 
Indians, even at the cost of personal dignity, in the 
working of them. But out of office JlOurS we will live as 
we wish. We will not associate w:ifh Indi~ eit1].er in 
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private houses or in clubs. On the other ~and, we may 
play cricket and polo with them occasionhlly, and if we 
know one we :ion't mind going to stay with a prince now 
and then. and even letting our wives dance with him. As 
a rule ~ have little opportunity of travelling about the 
countll{ as a whole--rhough of course we have seen the 
Taj. We take no interest in Indian culture or philosophy. 
Why should we? We are not made that way, and are 
not here for that purpose. Some Indians are jolly good 
fellows. • (Here follows a disquisition on the sterling 
qualities of this or th<\1: Punjati Mos~m.) But if you 
ask us to be candid, we sly dOl'nright that taken as a 
whole they are an inferior rac~. Their company gives 
us no pleasure, nor ours them. W~ have nothing in 
common with ~hem. We don't want them near our 
women. And the:only:way to avoid trouble and friction 
is to do Qur job as laid down, and when not doing it to 
keep ourselves to ourselves." 

This attitude is not unreasonable. But that is not 
the point. Unrea!onable or not, under p;esent con
ditions it is znadequate. The responsibility is felt and 
admitted, while the tradition and outlook prevent its 
fP.!fllment. Nor, it seems to me" is it altogether a 
normal attitude, even in the mpst self-determined 
Philistine. For of all the charac\eristics of .India as 
a country compared with other countrie·s. none is more 
~emarlmble than the ~onstant novelty of experience 
attendant on every hour of the day. If I speak as a 
traveller, I also s14eak as one who worked in an office, 
where the novelt~ despite the., inevitable tedium, 
seemed no less and in.a sense more real than befoce. 
No doubt, after two .pr three years' resident:e.and two 
or three years' work in the same office, the novelty 
must wear off, giving place, if felt at all, to a more 
settled illterest. ~ut it so happens that in the case of 
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the average ~glishman arriving in the country for the 
first time, every feature of the life and society into 
which he is thrown conspires to stultity that novelty 
from the beginnil.tg, and to blunt his natu~ interest 
in the country and sympathy 'with its peop~. How 
far this process is complete depends on the nature of 
his work. But the conspiracy is made, and in the 
majority of cases is perfectly successful. " 

The circumst~nces 'are pecpliar. The Englishman 
arrives in India yOU)1g. '£Ie has probably travelled 
little, if at all. He h(l.s never therefore learned that 
most difficult of all lessons for the ~nglishman, the 
tolerance and understanding of the customs and men
tality of foreigners. Even in the Europe from which 
we have sprung, the lesson must be learned with 
conscious effort. I take no credit on myself for having 
at least recognized the necessity, even if the practice 
is still wanting. But I well remeinber, before I went 
abroad for the first time, being told that it was really 
unnecessary for me to take plus fours to Rome and 
mentally deciding that no one should presume to 
dictate my apparei in any continental capi'tal. And 
if the lepson is diffi.-:ult to learn in Europe, how much 
more must it 'De in Asia where the white man comes 
to rule and the indigenous habn.~ of living and tpought 
are radically opposed to our') in every particular? 

The young Englishman, after }?emg precipitated 
across France in t~e Boat Exp~ss and spending a 
fortnight in the atmosphere of.a cheery seaside board
ing-hou~e/receives his first im~ession of India, and 
perhaps of any foreign land, from the Gothic spires 
and lavatory brick of Bombay. Thence he proceeds 
to his appointed post, where, frotp the m~~ell;t of 
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arri'\l'al, he is encircled by a racially excYIsive society 
hedged about by conventions of its own making, into 
which no Indian can penetrate. His work may bring 
him conh~t with all classes of Indians. But when 
his workjs done, he eif~er plays games with his fellows 
or retires to the club to gossip or drink. Is he to 
blame? He is tired; and nothing in the world is so 
exhaustin~as the assumption of pretended ease amongst 
unfamiliar people of unfimiliar Ihanne{s, interests, and 
foods. To retire to his feltows ~ to take the line of 
least resistance. Also he is lonely. I If he is to make 
friends, the society in which he moves demands a stern 
adherence to convention. And it is not conventional 
to seek the company of Indians for pleasure or during 
leisure. Lastly, he finds himself in the enjoyable 
position of a ruler with authority-a position which 

.immediately begins to atrophy his understanding of 
persons and whose ~onsciousness makes it difficult to 
meet them, when they are Indian, on a level of social 
equality. So, unless he is endowed beyond the common 
,1~t with curiosity and human sympathy, and also with 
suffi~ient • strength of character tc) sustain his com· 
patriots' disapproval unmoved, ae slides ,without 
resistance into a trave~ty of English ~rovincial life, 
lrhose .doors close behind him and shut out India for 
ever. 

The idiosyncrasils of the retired " Anglo-Indian " 
have long supplied, humorous th~me to those writers 
of fiction that concern ihemselves with the society ilf 
country neighbourhoC¥is and small waterin~-nIaces in 
England. Lately, even, this theme has crept into the 
Press; the word "tiffin" (which is not an Indian 
word at _all. but ~as imported by the English from 



140 AN ESSAY ON INDIA 

Persia) can JlOW raise a laugh in almost all walks of 
life; while if one man is heard explaining to another 
in a railway carriage that a third is a sahib, he will 
inevitably invitee suppressed titters. Thi~"evocation 
of public ridicule is the outcohte not so mUf.h of the 
" Anglo-Indians' .. attitude towards India, which con
cerns the British public not at all, but of their attitude 
towards their fellow,Englishmen. At tlJe risk of 
descending to trivialfties, it (.may be worth while to 
observe this attitudt; in some detail. The illustrations 
of it may be petty; b1et the reader must try to imagine 
their cumulative mental effect over fI. course of years 
and to imagine how this effect must necessarily pre
judice the greater problem of relations with Indians, 
who lie outsIde the outermost of a maze of social 
pales. The narrow conventionality of Indo-British 
society reaches its zenith in the larger towns, and is,· 
no doub~, susceptible to some modifications in the 
smaller stations where the number of English people 
scarcely suffices to form a homogeneous social life. 
But it is precisely in the larger towns that the In~ 
intelligentsia, plut0cracy, and nobility congregate
precise~r, in fact, vvhere the chasm between the races 
is widest anct most flagrantly advertised. Here, too 
comes the impressionable stu~ent who knows Httle 01 
India save his native province, and whose first and 
most enduring witness of the Engljc;h presence in bulk 
derives from the ellvironment in~which that presence 
shows to the least advantage. r Could the same student 
be conQucted to the North-we~t frontier, the Sukkur 
barrage, or a famine relief station, his opinions might 
be altered. Ordinarily, his life is one of frustrated 
ambition in a small sphere; and 4;s origin¥ sm:orise 
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and resentment become hardened into. unreasoning 
bitterness. 

The hub of the concentric pales which divide Indo
British sQ@iety is Government Hoose, scene of a 
miniatur. court, wheIite emanates an essential for~ 
mality. The English resident of sufficient social 
distinction writes his name in the appointed book. 
Visitors frQm England or other parts of India, again 
if sufficiently distinguished, are t;evited" or invite them
selves to stay; hotels -in 1:ndia are' to be avoided. 
Consequently, each Government. House is. the scene of 
perpetual arriv~ and departures. The expense of this 
entertainment, which never ceases for a day, is large; 
and still more serious must be the strain placed on the 
Viceroy or Governor, who, it might be thought, has 
enough on his shoulders without the burden of grasping 

.a fresh set of names and personalities at every meal. 
Yet such is the ttadition assumed by t4e King's 
representatives throughout the Empire. A friend of 
mine, wandering about Australia for his own pleasure, 
;Q;let an A.D.C. at lunch in Melbourne, who expressed 
sUrJ>nse ttat he should not have vqitten his name at 
Government House. My friend rewied that h~ saw no 
reason to thrust himself on the Govern~ and had no 
fhtent~n of doing so. v~o which the A.D.C. replied: 
" I consider that grave disrespect to His Majesty". 
The train of reasoning that could have produced such a 
remark is beyond C:r~ary comprehension. But there 
is no doubt that mUd4. the same' feeling prevails \n 
India, and that every one, traveller or resident, unless 
he is branded with the beast~mark of "trade", is 
expected to fiutter into the orbit of the local court. 
Indians, 9n the otber hand, though fed with commend-
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able frequenfY, are seldom invited to stay. From an 
external view they receive the impression that the chief 
purpose of the Government Houses o{India is to act 
not as the mainsprings of government, but aif1;he central 
beacons of that exclusive sociM life from w\Vch they 
are debarred, but for whose entertainment in this form 
they and the rest of India pay. On the practical value 
of this hospitality I have no opinion, beyond a bias in 
its favour derived frein pleasant personal experience. 
But of its ill eftect 9n a Wisc'ontented intelligentsia I 
was left in no doubt whatever. 

The tradition of formal cerem0I\.Y in which the 
Viceroy or Governor moves can be variously inter
preted according to the good sense of the central figure. 
Royal proclivities are stronger in the provinces than at 
Delhi. Thus recently an A.D.C. to the Governor of 
Bengal, on arriving to stay at the Viceroy's magnificent. 
new pala<;e, was greeted with the words: "I am afraid 
you will find this house very simple after what you are 
used to in Calcutta." In the Presidency capitals, 
Government House, behind its screen of rigid y~ 
clownish formality;:-clownish in that it is d:taintained 
for the, benefit ~f the English rather than the 
Indians-becdlnes only too often a relay-station for 
gossip and intrigue. Pseudo-~yalties, like rOl'altieJ; 
are apt to collect or be supplied with a retinue of 
lickspittles, whose lesser effulgepce attracts the 
adulation of a clos~ society; fOG- it is through them 
alone that the greater effulgel1ce can be approached. 
A vulgarian habit of mind devrlops, that rejoices to 
play on'the snobberies of the snobbish and contrives to 
render the court of the King's representative tawdry 
and absurd by such utterances as ,..that of ~ certain 
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Military Secretary who told an admiring.dinner-party 
that what he loved was " the pomp of it all ". In such 
an atmosphert!, the outward life of the' Governor 
descends i& a mummery played befoJe a small English 
audienc~at :the expe~~e of the Indian budget. That 
he should live magnificently and dispense a superb 
hospitality is both proper and beneficial. But unless 
these actilrities are directed. primarily towards the 
entertainment of Indians, they eecome vulgarized and 
cannot justify themse1v~s f1nanc~ally. ~ In this respect 
again the Viceroy's court sets a.oetter example, which 
those of the Goyernors do not follow. 

The arriving Englishman, probably timid and con
ventional after the manner of his race, finds the 
threshold of Indo-British society not unlike that of his 
public school. His private life and actions are closely 

. observed by his firm or official superiors. This super
intendence is to socle extent necessary and i.s often of 
the greatest value to the new-comer; for India is a 
country where the ropes are difficult to learn without 
I\.ssistance. But the absence of freedom is frightening. 
Everyone)knows that evening dreis is a fetish of the 
British. But only those who hav~ worn a st~ collar 
in a Bengal September can realize the full improbability 
ef thi~national eccentrlcity. As I sat those dinners 
out, with the sweat dripping from my wrists, my shirt 
adhering ghostly tentacles to my belly, and cold streams 
of water coursing d~ my spine, I.used to laugh softly 
to myself as one laughsjn a nightmare that one kno'fs 
to be untru~ despite \he reality of its horrors, and to 
wonder whether a Papuan aboriginal indulging a public 
orgy of self-mutilation were not a more sensible, and 
certainly a more cQmfortable, being. To visit even the 
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cinema witbput a dinner-jacket is to invite a dis
approving cynosure. And I actually heard of {)ne 
authenticated instance where a departmental head of 
~ large business<>was sent for by his m~ager and 
reprimanded for having been noticed in the sb;eets after 
dark in _ day-clothes. Nor is thi:; all. Fashions in 
evening dress vary with the locality. In Karachi, an 
all-white suit may be 'Y0rn with a black cununerbund ; 
in Calcutta, a black" coat with white trousers; in 
Bombay, a white cOfit with black trousers. For the 
traveller who is anxio,.~s to avoid offence, these varia
tionR involve an unusually large wardrobe. 

A similar rigidity rules office dress. Even in the 
hottest weather, nothing but the usual coat, collar, 
tie, and trousers, is permitted. What percentage of 
business efficiency may be lost by this regulation has not 
yet been calculated. But worse, and equally typical of 
our national incapability of self-adaption, are the hours 
kept-identical with those in England. In Europe, all 
the Southern populations are at work in the cool of the 
dawn, sleep at midday, and work again till dusk. T~~ 
Englishman in In<!ia, true to the eighteenth-century 
tradition. of beefste".k and mugs of claret in a tempera
ture of 120 degrees, arrives at his office in a sweat and 
continues there to sweat till it begins to be cool enougH 
to work properly, when he promptly leaves. This 
condition is further enhanced by the proprieties of 
locomotion. Distances in Indian cities between the 
rtt')idential and business qua.rtr-rs are unusually large. 
Taxis ar,.e expensive. There are trams and buses. But 
though these are often divided into first alld second 
class, convention forbids the Englishman to make use 
of them. Consequently, until his salary admits the 
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maintenance of a car or the perpetual hi:rJ.ng of taxis, 
he is obliged to walk several miles a day under climatic 
conditions which cover the body with sweat at the first 
footstep .• ('hough there are few thiggs in this world' 
I dislike lj,o extremely cB travelling in a crowded tram, 
in India it became aij:nost a pleasure to defy this futile 
taboo and to outrage the taboo within it: namely, 
that if the. Englishman is so unfortunate, beyond so 
many pales, as to permit himsei:i' to mount a tram or 
bus, he must at least stanJ iso1atedpn the platform with 
the conductor. I could never fe:rbear resting my legs 
in company with the Indians. 

It is hard to de'scribe to those unfamiliar with them 
the tremendous force of these apparently trivial punc
tilios., Their strength derives partly from the isolation 
and lack of knowledge of the world which renders the 
:Qew arrival a helpless victim; and partly from the 
antiquity of English convention in India, dating from 
the time when the English settlements depended for 
their very existence on a continuous exercise of military 
P9wer and when social intercourse with Indians was 
difficUlt in 'fact as well as theory, ~ince westernized 
Indians did not exist. It is only nec8ssary to r~d the 
memoirs of Thomas Hickey, which cover the years 
I~9-18~9, to recognize "'the germ of modern Indo
British society already deeply engaged with matters of 
etiquette and propriety; though still unconscious of 
racial superiority, by"14eason possibly" of its very differ
entiation from all that w3J> Asiatic. This antiquity of.) 
tradition survives in such odd customs as 's~voury 
before pudding and liqueurs with pudding, or in such 
tenns, heard in the mouth of Eurasians, as " to wish " 
such and such a person. which is the equivalent of 

L 
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greeting or r-alling on them. The actual severity of 
tradition which has preserved these idiosyncrasies from 
disappearance is of more recent otigin. But for 
'Madeira. the hal1:t of wine has been displa~d by that 
of whisky. to excuse which a fiCtion has beeJt.invented 
that wine is marred by the climate. Even this harm~ 
less though unpleasant substitution has been turned 
into a fetish. So that a yo~th fresh from EJtgland was 
C?nce heard to s!ly, ort being offered some hock that, as 
I know, was singulatJy delicious: II Wine?' That's a 
woman's drink I " ~ 

Other peculiarities of the social system are the un
fathomably intricate code of card-leaving-whose hard
ships are mitigated in some places by calling-clubs, 
which enable people to pay their respects to one 
another through the medium of a conveniently situated 
green baize board-and, in the winter season, thE: 
astonishing period by which it is n~cessary to anticipate 
every invitation. To ask self-respecting persons, at this 
time of year, to attend a meal at less than three weeks' 
notice is tantamount to a slight. Nor, even in th~ 
improbable event of their being disengaged. "'ould 
dignity permit tOOm to accept. But the most extra
ordinary of d1.l the conventions, in the eyes of anyone 
accustomed to the usage of London, is that whi@h 
distinguishes "trade" from "commerce". No one, 
whether young assistant or wealthy owner, whose finn 
condescends to d,emonstrate it~' importance with a 
f'ho~window, can hope to berreceived within the inner 
pale or ~ ever, under any c\rcumstances, be vouch
safed an invitation from Government House. Thus, 
though I, can scarcely expect the reader to believe it, 
the word .. shop" has a ring aQout it of shameful 
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indelicacy, and must be avoided in conveJSation with 
those concerned as carefully as insanity to ~e whose 
father is at Han~ell. One morning in the post office I 
encountere" the phot0r-aphic assist!l.nt to a large 
chemist's,. who had alteady developed more than a 
thousand of my pictures. "Good morning," I said, 
" I was just coming along to your shop with another 
batch of films." He drew hims~f up stiffly and in a 
voice of icy coldness repli~d: "I sl1a11 pe absent from 
the office to-day." Someti~es in odious rancour 
accompanies this grotesque dtstinetion. Another 
photographic assi$tant, Mr. A., went on leave to 
England where he married the sister of Mr. B., who was 
also employed in the same town in India, not in 
" trade ", but in "commerce". Mr. B., on hearing 
the news, rang up to tell Mr. C., a friend of his, who 
offered his congratulations, since. as he said, Mr. A., 
the photographic assIstant, was a very nice chap and 
sure to do well. "But", said Mr. B., " don't you see 
it's a terrible thing for me. He's in trade. I don't 
Irnow what I shall do about it." He knew later: the 
newly inarJed couple, on arrival in T.ndia, succumbed 
to dengue fever; the wife recovered £'\"st, and was then 
induced by her brother ~ leave her husb~nd-in-trade 
an~ becQiIle the mistress of a wealthy commercial. At 
least so the story runs. But I can vouch for the truth 
of the telephone con,versation. 

These insignificant Jtabits and incicients, which seem 
at first sight to have little. bearing on the greater issue 
of relations between English and Indians, exer,ise a 
continuous and wearing influence on the young new
comer, whittling away such personality as he has till 
the tYJ>C 0' his preliiecessors is properly formed. So 
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the vicious.circ1e pursues its own circumference, and 
the Eng~h resident persists unchanged in soCial out
look despite the slow but reasonable rrfodification of his 
political creed. • It ean 'be imapped that ftemch is the 
pressure which the communitibrings to beat on minor 
questions of behaviour, where larger pJ;inciples are at 
stak~ that pressure', which. is in some <;l'egree a feature 
(1£ English life all the world over except.in London, 
becomes a bXVtal ihsistenclf, vitiating the potential 
beneficence of the :&nglish presence to a degree almost 
inconceivable. 

Before proceeding to thc final aDJi crucial question 
of personal relations between the two races, mention 
must be made of an intermediate problem, whose 
history constitutes the most utterly discreditable and 
disgusting eplsode in the whole story of English rule 
in India. This is the treatment accorded the Eura.
sian, or, as it is now known, th'e Anglo-Indian, com
munity by its white progenitors. On the unwisdo~ of 
mixed marriages under modern conditions I do not 
comment. In former times such marriages we~ 

c .. 
regarded as norrml and honourable. Albuquerque, on 
landing at Goa iI1-ISIo, encouraged them as palt of his 
colonizing policy and as a. means of saving Indian 
women from slavery and concubinage; with t}J.e resftlt 
that the Goanese of to-day are a half-caste race, pur
posely bred as such. Prominent Englishmen of the 
eighteenth and nipeteenth centu~es followed the Portu-

oguese example. Job ChaIDf)ck, founder of Calcutta, 
wedd~d c.a Hindu widow wh~ he had rescued from 
suttee; Colonel Gardner, ancestor of the late Lord 
Burghclere, too~ as his wife the adopted daughter of 
the then MOguJ Emperor. The offspring.of the two 
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races were regarded without prejudice. .;£'he famous 
general; Sir Eyre Coote, married one of Job Charnock's 
daughters; andittbe late Lord Roberts's fallier took as 
his first wjJ! the dau~hter of a union !between Colonel
Kennedy jJld a Rajpu~prineess. In England, at the 
same time, th.e wealthy planters of the West Indies 
were infusing x;nan)'.of our ,d\stinguished families wit1,1 
strains of ~o blood. l And n;lqJ;e recently, the recel{"' 
tion accorded the Maha\ajab. D'dleep Singh, deposed 
ruler of the Punjab, on hts en~ranc"e into English 
society, reads to modern ears lilte a legend as remote 
as the Queen of ~heba's passion for Solomon (It I am 
black, but comely, 0 ye daughters of Jerusalem "). 
Lady Login, wife of the Maharajah's guardian, records 
that" as she knew that he had received every encour-~ 
agement from some of the first nobility in England to 
seek a wife among their daughters, she foresaw little 
difficulty in his formiflg a suitable alliance". .In 1859, 
the Maharajah wrote to Sir John Login: "I am going 
to a ball this evening, and expect (tell Lady Login) to 
1!leet the lovely Lady F-- I" Three years later Sir 
John tiims~f addressed the Maharaja,h in the following 
terms: 

" As it seems to be ia every way expedient that you 
and )leur immediate descendants (if you have a family) 
should avoid ... the risk of placing yourselves in the 
way of any temptation to encourage. . . political 
aspirations in the Punjab, it is strongly to be recom
mended that you sho!tJ.d make up yot!r mind to remain in 
England, and, if possibl~ to marry into a family of higJ! 
character and befitting :Auk. The arrangemenfs I'jade by 
Government ensure a sufficient provision for them .... " 

1 Among men of noted ability thus endo'ed <may be instanced 
DwnM and .Pushkin. 
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Actually jhe Prince ended by espousing the daughter 
of a Eurcpean merchant and an Abyssinian, the cere
mony taking place at Alexandria ilt r8(Js. But his 
son, Prince Victor, allowed his choice of t."wife to be 
guided by official precept and"as late as 18i'8 married 
Lady Anne Coventry. Similarly, the Princ~ Gou
ramma of Coorg, another Indiafl, royalty whom the 
Crown had taken uI}-der its especial protection, had 
in 1860 beco~e tM wife 0; Lady Login's brother, 
Colonel John Caro;>bell', WIth the full approval of 
that embodiment cf British womanhood, Queen 
Victoria. ",. 

Even to-day in India, if the communities of rulers 
and ruled have learned to pass their dq.ys iJ;1..a state of 
lIlutual exclusiveness, the same cannot alwaxs be said 
of their nights: Indian mistresses, in a co~ntry where 
white prostitutes are few and white bach'elors many 
and vigorous, are of necessity tOlerated by that lynx
eyed society, though scarcely approved. Thus the 
Anglo-Indian community, comprising both those who 
have descended from the last century by intermarriage 
with one anotheJ;, and those who are the ~ffspnng of 
subteroanean mo(~ern conditions, shows littlt' signs of 
decrease. Meanwhile its disfdvantages in the social 
and economic life of the country are daily augmentt?d. 
Crushed between the mill-<Jtones of racial hatred, 
despised of both progenitors, drbarred by rules as 
rigid as the me~val sumptuary, laws from success in 
business or the services, robbQd of its original preserves 
such ¥ the railways which itwuilt, and prevented by 
the intransigent prejudice of the white continents from 
emigrating, this unfortunate body of people, already 
sufficiently wretched in its restrictions, sees_itself con-
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demned to a future of poverty and de~adation un
relieved by hope. Such is its position between the 
two races, thilt'the creation of a separate A'llglo-Indian 
state has4geen seriously adumbrated as the only meam; 
of ensurjlg to the cC>lAmunity a normal possibility of 
livelihood and independence. The following letter, 
which I found in a.(:eylon newspaper, tells its own tale: 

WHAT MAK1iS .t\ GENTL~MAN? 
SIR.-I meet scores of fellows.daily whom I innocently 

mist,ake for gentlemen. Will you, Sir, help me with a 
cleat definition? Do you think a double-breast coat and 
a pair of goggles would make a gent? 

Yours, etc., 
1 CAST. 

That Indians should regard this fortuitous product 
of their soil as soniething of a nuisance is .natural if 
ungenerous. The responsibility for its protection rests 
with the English. And how the English have lived up 
to this responsibility-what services the Anglo-Indians 
gave"to trte original foundation of the English dominion 
in India and to its support in th~ Mutiny, ~nd how 
those services were rewarded-may be uad in Hostages 
to IndiP, by H. A. Starll (Calcutta, 1926), a book whose 
only fault is its moderation. The story unfolded 
might shake even a Churchill out of his national com
placence. The letir of reform has been introduced. 
But the prospects of 1;he half-caste community con
tinue to sink beneath,jhe rancorous.contemJ)t in whi~h 
it is held by the resident English, by Englisluhen who 
pass their leisure in the arms of Indi~n women and by 
EIU!'lish ladies whose inhuma~ ¥ejudices and pre-
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posterous sOfia! standards have made of the English 
rulers of India a laughing-stock for the English world. 
Mr. Stark, hlmself an Anglo-Indian, finlJly summarizes 
the position: 

" In the days when our forefathers insecurMy owned 
but a few acres of Indian soil, we stood by them in the 
hour of storm and stress. . .. We contributed to their 
victories. We shan<.!p. in their disaster!R . " We 
explored the marker,; which swelled their trade. . . . 
Through our agency, revel.ue a.nd settlement operations, 
land-surveys and r&ad-making became possible. But 
for us the telegraph ~d postal sysfems, ri.'\rer naviga
tion and railway construction would not .have been 
feasible .... 1 

" And yet we are those who have come out of great 
tribulation. . .. We have struggled through wrongs 
sufficient to crush out of existence most races. . ., If 
England is the land of our fathers, India is the land of 
our mothers. . .. If we lean so qeavily to our fathers' 
side, it is,because the creeds and customs of our mothers' 
people so ordained it. Themselves the victims of a 
tyrannical caste system and religious orthodoxy, as they 
have in the present, so they had in the past, no option 
but to repudiate our consanguinity. On the o~her.band, 
the British have a!wavs claimed us as kinsfolk. . .. If 
the 3:<10 million II1tliaiis acknowledged us, a microscopic 
minority of 14zI,OOO souls, as a trust held by them as well 
as by the Bntish, we would not dread, as we now do, th@ 
gift of a large instalment of Responsible Govermnent to 
India. But so long as Indians identify us with the 
British, the question for every Brit<n to ask himself is
, WHEN FULL MEASVRE OF SELF-GO'l"'SRNMENT IS GIVEN TO 

,.INDIA, WHAT WILL BE THE Fo\TE OF OUR DESCENDANTS 
AND KINSMEN IN THAT LAND? ~ In the circumstances, 

1 These statements are not mere propaganda. On the contrary. 
they are never dIsputed. Chapter and verse are given lD the earlier 
part of Mr. Stark's book. 
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we must lodk to the British Parliament to.safeguard our 
interestS-i>ur religion, our education, our admission into 
the public sen~ces. If India is to have Dominion Status, 
EnglandJ1lust demand', and India must guarantee, that 
we are ~Tfectively protected as Citilens of India. . . . 
We caIlI10t give up out Christian faith, our British ideals, 
our Western culture. Ask the devout Hindu to exchange 
his ancestral caste for secular advantage. Ask the pious 
Musulman to abandon his holy creed for temporal gain. 
Ask us t~ sell our British heritc(e for a mess of political 
pottage. In every caSE) the answer is)nstant and clear. 
Ours speaks in the heart 01 eac!) of us :-' 0 ENGLAND I 
WHO ARE 'THESE fR 'NOT THY SOY" ? ' " 

'I'~ ;!: \ 

And sullen echo, in the clubs of Bombay and the 
drawing-rooms of Calcutta, answers ," Who ? " 

In leading' up to the question of racial friction, I 
have dealt mainly with the mental environment of the 
English in the big 'towns, because it is cJl~fl.y there 
that the educated Indian comes in contaet with the 
English. In these towns, the attitude of the white 
resident, impeccable in relation to the Indian as 
matenal to govern and assist, lacks proper sympathy 
and develops, by an unconscious ~ut traditiQjlal pro
cess, into one of racial superiority. It i:f not, however, 
~uite .air to ascribe th!s blind prejudice to the whole 
generality of Englishmen in India. Here and there a 
more reasonable frame of mind prevails. If the 
eventual outlook i~ ilsually the saIIJ.e, the means where
by it is arrived at ar~ not so discreditable. n~~', 
are some Englishmen"ho prefer to maturt1 their con
clusions by thinking on the evidence rather'than to 
accept, like bats and sheep, the occult sovereignty of a 
detestable convention. These are found, as often as 
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not. among spldiers. who, despite their political narrow
ness, often display a far greater will to understanding 
of the Inllian character (whatever the conclusions 
n.m.ved at) than thuse residents in the big tlJrms whose 
orientation towards political liUeraliSJIl is pOl'erless to 
modify their inherited and bli'D.dly accepted racial 
intransigence. This fact has been made sufficiently 
plain in the recent ~rks of Major Yeats-Brown and 
Sir Francis Y ounghu~and. Those who would gauge 
the spirit that b'inds Jhe English officer in the Indian 
army to his men must, read Sir Arnold Wilson's lately 
published account of the opcrations~in Mesopotamia 
between I9I4 and 19I7. Sir Arnold is scarcely the 
man to accuse of superfluous emotionalism. I can 
therefore quote the account of his personal feelings on 
learning that his old regiment had suddenly arrived 
in Basra on its way up to the front: 

" It was one of the great moments of my life: the 
regimental dialect, which I had not spoken or even heard 
for ten years, came back to me and with it the name of. 
practically every officer, non-commissioned <hncep, and 
man there present'- who had served in the regiment with 
me. flor a few nfbments I spoke to them in their own 
tongue as o~e pessessed; a, shout arose from their 
ranks-' ... Come back to us I-Come with u,o;-lea8 
us to victory!' The tears flowed down my cheeks; I 
fled 'from them for a time, and later in the day begged 
my chief to let me return to milita!..'Y duty, for which I 
was now fit. He "decided othervr.--se, but it was long 
~before there faded from my m;nd the memory of those 
momep.ts·of exaltation and pas!{onate longing to return 
to the pit from which I was digged and the rock from 
which I was hewn." 
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But the soldiers are the exceptions. Qrdinarily, the 
question of cadal superiority, if allowed to be a ques
tion at all, is Mlved as soon as spoken, ur the tone of 
the Athillasian cr~ed. That superiarity is assumed to 
be the t1rimary,condft.ion of our presence in India, as 
fundamental a necessity to that presence as the sun to 
life on the earth., The resulting attitude to Indians is 
one of cQ1llplete remoteness, ~ich only occasionally 
breaks into downright ruden~s, and then as a rule 
with some provocation,· but which blwilders the Indian 
into a permanent state of gJi~vance ~d effectively 
conceals the r~l talent and conscientious assumption 
of responsibility that lie behind it. 

In the eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries, 
when the English lived, in many places, behind fortified 
walls, and the English dominion consisted of a series of 
fortified settlements in a potentially hostile country, 
racial exclusivene~s was natural and nect!Ssary. It 
was expressed largely in terms of area: to this day 
some· cities preserve a memory of the system in such 
regional names as " Black Town". But while contact 
was'ess·common, when it was acbjewlld true friendship 
could develop. Two monumer.ts erected, by the 
dynasty of Tanjore, whose collater!ls still linger, 
sust~ned by a small pension, about the ruined palace 
of their line-a strange building full of Adam mould
ings and preserving a series of superb late· Indian 
paintings-tell or .what might h~ve been but for the 
Mutiny, and what in .the future must either com~ to 
pass or condemn th') British dominion by its absence 
for ever. The first is in St. Mary's Church at Madras, 
where" the Altar Rails were given by the Princess of 
T¥lior~, who d~ired them to commemorate her love 
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and friendship for Lady Hobart, wife of Lord Hobart, 
who was Governor from 1794 to 1798 ". The second 
is a bas-relf'ef in white marble, execut~ by Flaxman 
a11d placed in the.old Mission Church at TlI1ijore. It 
depicts a recumbent figure, roulre! whom are €I'ouped 
three Indian nobles, whose elaborate costumes are 
delicately interprete'd in the sculptor's Greek manner; 
together with three little Indian boys in Kate Green
away costumes, whos~ arms are about each other's 
necks. The scen~ rePfesen\s a \isit paid by the Rajah 
Sarabhoji to the subjec~>Of the memorial,' whose eulogy 
may be read below: . 

To the memory of the 
REVEREND CHRISTIAN FREDERIC SCHWARTZ 
Born at Sonnenburg of Neumark in the Kingdom of 

Prussia 
The 26th of October 1726 

and di.ed at Tanjore the 13th of February 1798 
In the 72nd year of his age. 

Devoted from his early manhood to the office 
of Missionary in the East 

. . . . . 
His natural, vivacity won the affection 

as.his unspotted probIty and purity of life 
.. Alike commanded the 

Reverence of' the 
Christian, Mahomedan and Hindu. 

For sovereign princes, alike Hindu and Mahomedan, 
selected this humble p'l$tor 

As the medium...f of political ~otiation with 
the J:jritish Government 

Ant! the very marble thlit here records 
f his virtues was rai~;ed by 
The liberal affection and esteem of the 

Raja of Tanjore 
Maharaja Sirfojee. 
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Throughout the memoirs of this period, there exists 
no trace of the modern attitude that raeial exclusive
ness is justifiljd by a divine pre-emine:ace in light 
pigment, von. Then as now the E;1glish were rule.s 
in their. sphere: \ Hi<ilkey remarks that he will stand 
impertinence from no one, least of all from an inhab
itant of Asia. But in his numerous descriptions of 
Indian inpividuals, such as that of his devoted mis
tress, he writes with quite as fliuch or as little under
standing and respect· as. of his .wn compatriots. 
Even in the essays of Macaul~ himself on Clive and 
Warren Hastings, though the writer does not spare 
his condemnatidns, there is found none of that ascrip
tion of evil to Indians because they are Indians, which 
has been so prominent a characteristic of English 
historians since the Mutiny. This contrast defines 
the distinction between the regent and the racially 
superior attitudes.- Though both may irk the Indian, 
the latter irks him the more since it is at once the more 
offensive and wholly futile. 

In my experience of conversation with Indian 
natienal~ts, it was nearly always revealed after half 
an hour's talk that their opinions:hact originally been 
germinated, perhaps thirty or forty yea;s ago,'by some 
"erso~al slight or rudeness from an Englishman, of 
which, once I had gained their confidence, they pro
ceeded rather unwillingly to give details. This general
ization does not Hold good of the younger generation. 
It is too numerous~ But it views: from a distance, the 
exclusiveness and ~Jater advantages o~ the wlfite 
man with a passive resentment, grudging tbe latter 
on account of the former. The majority of Indians 
literate in English and therefore potentially western-
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ized, have never been spoken to by an Englishman 
save in wottis of command. They conceive him 
incapable of. uttering any other. If qddressed with 
a~smile and in the. tone of intercourse norm~between 
human beings, they exhibit :fint astonishInEnt and 
then, overcoming a natural suspicion, a painful gratiM 
tude. Even those of wider experience, whose wealth 
or rank has brought !pem contact with fusl English 
on a more equal footing,6r who have even been educated 
in England, genera lly display tlie most distorted idea of 
the sympathies possibU: hO the English character, imagin
ing that these can be unlocked either by proficiency 
with !Jall or gun or not at all. That there can be, 
and are, exceptions to this rule, seems never to occur 
to them, save in the case of Lord Irwin, who is honM 

oured as such. I purposed, at one period of my 
Indian sojourn, to write a novel of the Indian scene, 
whose theme, like Mr. E. M. Forstet;s, must inevitably 
have been the tragi-comedy of an Englishman lacking 
in colour prejudice and impervious, by circumstances 
or previous upbringing, to the conventions of the 
English commun}ty in which he found him~lf. 'This 
theme I discussed with certain Indian friends, who 
were themselver well acquainted with English fiction. 
To them it seemed unreal and'" impracticable. ,They 
had read Mr. Forster's book; but nothing could 
convince them that such an Englishman existed and 
no stretch of imagination could enable them to place 
him against the IndIan background. 

1urning to the other side, it',is clear enough that 
the Euro.lJean's attitude of racial exclusiveness, within 
the limits imposed by his ~nerally sensible view of 
the political situation, is not merely a passive one, 
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but is offensively upheld in speech and action. The 
term "wog", usually "bloody wog", ~pplied im
partially towar<\s some gentle cloud-mindei professor 
or a sport~ Maharajah who has im~rted a couple 0' 
white tars,l is largelf confined to military circles. 
Civilians, endowed with a riper wit, have adopted a 
less direct but more sarcastic phrase, which denotes in 
a breath their hatred of the Montagu-Chelmsford re
forms and· their willingness td ;co-operate in them: 
this is " Aryan brother·', ~d is usf';i mainly of' ms
tinguished men, ministers and their like, whom it is • necessary to dine, and dine with, once a ·year. This 
phrase conceals !t kind of subconscious repulsion at 
close physical contact over a dining-table with coloured 
skin. This repulsion is said to be inherent in the 
Northern races of Europe-a contention which is 
scarcely borne out by the experience of the Indian 
wounded during th~ War, who, installed with playful 
kindness in George IV's Pavilion at Brightoh, had to 
be defended with barbed wire from the importunities 
of the local amazons; nor by the difficulty encountered 
by a -eert!.iJ,l Maharajah in maintainin~ the privacy of 
his grounds at Wimbledon owing t~ the lure exercised 
by his Indian grooms on our sacrosanrj: womanhood. 
i'he French, of course,'are not as we; but I cannot 
forbea~ repeating the true story of their colony in Rome, 
who turned out one day to receive with cheers a body 
of French troops Ob their way to Gallipoli. A couple 
of French regiment~ debouched frdm the station. But 

1 If French: .. What d'you expect? The froggies are fike that." 
If English: "Makes my blood· boil. One of them's got an old 
mother at home. I'd like to meet that oily brute alone on a dark 
night. Catch me calling him Higbness-I don't think." 
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in place of the intended acclamations rose a disap
pointed ho\'fl of II n'y a que des blancs-the colony 
having be6'u led to expect a detachme~t of Senegalese 
!nstead. (' I.> 

With the rights and wrongs Of the sexuif aspect of 
the question I am not here concerned. Freuhians and 
chivalrists, obsessen. by the lure of woman, are apt to 
confuse the part with the whole. For a dislike of the 
physical pro~mity ot'Indians is no less an attribute, 
real or pretendedu,of white ;rnah .. s as well. If pretended, 
its exponent is benea~h the value of my words. If 
real, common decency demands that it should either 
be eliminated or at least efficiently ClJncealed, instead 
of, as it often is, ostentatiously paraded as the symbol 
of regency. On my way to lunch one morning during 
my office work in Calcutta, I found, as I generally did, 
an Indian clerk already in the lift. Before we could 
descend, a colleague arrived who, .although there was 
plenty of room, 'turned the man out, askmg if he was 
unable to walk down three fhghts of steps.. Mine 
being only a temporary job, and he a senior assistant, 
it war not for me to protest. But if an eyekrow rose 
he caught sight' of ~t and made his action the text of 
a homily for :rpy education: 

" Who might that babu think he is, I'd like to l.now t 
Things aren't what they were in 1916. In those days, 
though you mayn't beheve it, an Englishman walking 
along the street used automaticallY to push all the 
Indians he met off tlle pavement-if they hadn't removed 
<.hemselves first. When I got'back at the end of the 
War, I was in X and Y, you kn\!'vv, the shipping people, 
and had. to go out one day with the head babu. When 
we got outside, I stepped hIlo the back of the car, and 
so did he. I was new to the new conditions-it was just 
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after the reforms; so I said, • You get in i{ont with th~ 
driver, go on.' He answered that he generally sat at 
the back. I ~d, 'But you can't . this tinle.' I told 
the burra.., sahib 1 about it afterwar.p, who admitte<t 
that as :fmatter of fi,ct the head babu did usually sit at 
the baca. 'Still,' he °said, 'Quite right, quite right all 
the same.' I don't know whether you've noticed-but I 
think as a matter of fact there is stilJ.oa little more English 
privilege left in €alcutta than an..;vwhere else in India." 

I had noticed that Calcutta wa;lII:he most disagreeable 
town in India. ., '<) ) 

Another instance of this kind.) ot' attitude was the 
objection taken W several members of a~other large 
firm to the presence of its first Indian covenanted 
assistant. This young man had lived from earliest • childhood in an English home, and had lately completed 
a successful career at the university by attaining his 
)lockey blue and touring Europe en jete as one of his 
university team. Tile objections were concealtd, until 
the question arose of his sharing a telephone with the 
other assistants. I felt that on this score I myself 
might have complained in my office, since my telepp.one 
was at th'e disposal of 100 Indian cl~rks, many of 
whom were verminous. The unfortJnate hock~ blue, 
accustomed to the more liberal atmosphhe of England, 
~s wr~tchedly discontented in Calcutta, where he was 
naturally debarred from intercourse with the ty:pe of 
his previous associates, and despite the unprecedented 
favour shown in aliowing any Indian to become a 
covenanted assistant, was anxious to be out of hi§ 
native country again a[l 'soon as possible. , 

Even more surprising, to the outsider, than these 
manifestations of active or ~passive resentment at any 

1 Chief or one of the chiefs of a business firm. 
lit 
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assumptioncof equality on the Indian's part, is the 
extraordinary success which attends the urban resi
dent's determination to maintain thf' fiction of some 
'obscure law of «pedes whereby, apart ff(J;l taste or 
convention, it is, he believes, Ihlysically impllssible for 
him to cultivate any kind of understanding with Indians 
other than those With whom his work brings him in 
contact. During my .brief adventure intq. business, r 
had been engaged to make publicity and propaganda 
on behalf of myfJrm,; anu on relinquishing the scheme 
initiated by me, I ha}l'pened to r~mark that my efforts 
seemed to have been crownen with s.ome success, since 
my Indian friends had told me that they had been 
read and appreciated by certain prominent nationalists. 
The man I spoke with had been in India fourteen years, 
and differed somewhat, I thought, from the ordinary 
type in his greater breadth of outlook and independenc~ 
of opinion. But on hearing my ubservation, his eyes 
opened and he said: "Oh, do you know Indians? " 
The shock of this answer remains with me still: There 
was nothing aggressive or disapproving about it; its 
tenor was simply <lne of casual surprise. Ami its author 
had lived in Indi!". fourteen years. 

It must be 3aid, though it is not much to say in their 
favour, that the English resiaents, in action U not :n 
speech, exempt the Princes of India from these racial 
strictures. The terms of this practice are strictly 
advantageous to themselves, since the Princes dis· 
~nse a lavish hospitality and shooting such as cannot 
be otherwise obtained save at jreat expense. In their 
own palaces and at Government House balls the Indian 
royalties are permitted to dance with white women, to 
clasp their waists and, presumably, to touch their hands. 
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Whether the women find the royal duskinejS ~ss revolt
ing than the vulgar I could never discover; though I 
did on one occasion overhear a guest in a palace vent 
a mutter fi,1f. alarm at the prospect of~cing with het 
host's soe. There mli!t be something artificial about 
this alarm. For it is possible to notice Indians of 
both sexes dancing in a London -ball-room without 
observing any expression of stz;ained nausea on the 
faces of their white partners. A!ld I know one Amer
ican lady from the soutftenf sta~es, Iortress of colour 
prejudice against the, negroes, >Wio hid undtr a bed for 
half an hour witp the most distinguished Moslem in 
India during a game of sardines, and is still alive . 

.Even such a model of urbanity and charm as the 
gentleman in question could hardly conceive himself 
enjoying a similar position in his native country. 

. But if the English are enabled to distinguish the 
Prince from the ma~s, knowing that acquainta.nce with 
a Maharajah or Nawab means tigers, there their per
ceptions stop. The brother or son of the Maharajah 
or Nawab. probably bearing some complicated and 
hardly·pronounced title, they will cOljlPlacently address 
by his "Christian " name at first lU1eeting; though 
their astonished fury, sh~uld he retaliate ttl kind, knows 
n~ botJilds. To enter a restaurant with any Indian, 
Prince or not, is to invite sidelong glanaes of dis
approv1rl; while anf announcement that one is dining 
with him beforehan<\receives conveptional commisera
tion, as prior to a visit.to the dentist. An assistani 
of some standing in a Jarge commercial fim was ob
served one evening at table with an Indian WflO was 
actually first cousin and controller to one of the great 
Rajput Maharajahs. Next morning he was summoned 
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before the p:eneral manager to be reprimanded for 
having been" seen dining in public with an Indian ". 
On another occasi'on, this same assis1lant, as one of a 
'party, accompamed the Maharani-Regent o.t X to the 
theatre. This time his b11ha s~hlb was sileJtt; but a 
Eurasian clerk was heard to remark that he had " been 
letting down the fitm ". Still more incredible, another 
Englishman, expecting the same Maharani to dinner 
in the privacy of hiS own house, invited to meet her 
the wife of a pr<f.pinynt o\ncial, who had expressed an 
ardent wisl;l to make t!:he acquaintance of one so dis
tinguished for her beauty an9 her wit. But when the 
InVItation actually IIlaterialized, the host was met with 
a refusal, on the score that the lady's husband woul«:\. 
be too .angry .if he S"ot to know of it,. This Maharani, 
accustomed to the enthusiastic friendships of London 
and PariSIan society, finds perself debarred in her own. 

, colintry ,from ent~ring alJY club 'W;here ladies are re
ceived, or dance, or any bath where ladies swim. Only 
on the racecourse, or at Government House, can she 
share 'in the social life of the Europeart community. 
She can laugh,c3.n~ does. But not so the yohng'Tndian 
graduate, who re1urns to his country from an English 
university to~nd himself a 1?ariah among those with 
whom he has passed the most impressionable years t>f 
his lite. and whom he has inevitably learned to imitate 
and perhaps to admire. < 

I t will ha ve be~n deduced frqln these random in
~.idents that the EngliSh attitpde towards any attempt 
at social tapprochement betweee the two races ~ one of 
general disapproval or surprise; and that though these 
qualities of mind are often concealed under an assumed 
at good-natured tolerance. they are easily f~ed into 
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word or action. At the same time, it has to ~ admi~ted 
that cases of rUdeness and violence whict are wholly 
unprovoked aOO unjustifiable, thobgh r~, do even 
to-day c~tinue to occur .. Trains are frequently the 
scene of jlese events~ • And I must confess that I know 
nothing more irrationally arinoybtg than to be woken 
from a sound sleep in the 'nfidd1e~ ~f the night, called 
upon to unl:>olt my door, and thS!ll'tO admit a stranger 
to the bed opposite, whose serV!.lIt accompanies him to 
make it and must then s(anc)a.bout till the next station 
is reached before he can get oui~ I must confess also 
that at first my a}>prehension and annoyan~e used to be 
considerably increased, were the interloper an Indian, 
,with his strange foods and curious capacity for untidi
ness. But this state of mind was 'entirely charged by 
the experience of a forty-hour journey from Lahore to 
Calcutta, for which.~ having been obliged to start at an 
hour's notice, I haCftbeen upable to ,reserve a.slee¢ng-I 
berth. On the,train's arrival, I was shown to a carriage 
already occupied by an English 'officer and his' wife. 
The luggage 'Was being inserted, wh~ suddenly my left 
ear w~s dr'sabled by a voice which said ~ .. I say, damn 
you, you can't come in here-my wile's not well." She 
looked rather tired, and ignoring lwr husband I 
~olorJzed to her, explaining that it was scarcely 
reasonable to expect me to sit up for two nights in a 
second.oclass carriage; then took my seat on a cliair in 
the farthest corner. 9• The carriage ,:,as already adorned 
with twenty-four pieces of baggage, a lighted oil stove, 
since it was cold, and;' vase of roses. M? chair w:S 
by the lavatory door, and for three-quarters oHm hour 
the husband walked in and out of the lavatory at 
intervals of five minutes to t~pd a rose, at each ingress 
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and egres~ binging the door with all his force, this time 
in my right ear. Meanwhile his wife was growing 
perturbed h.t this furious display of spleen. At length 
they went to diruler, during which she 4li\ust have 
admonished him; for when tl1ey returned, ~e broke 
into stuttering apologies, and worse, proceeded to tell 
me the history of 'his Illarried life, his prospects, his 
wife's preferences in SQ<;ial amusements, his fear of being 
axed . . . until seei~ that it was midnight and that 
sheer prudery was ke~ing'lthe poor woman from going 
to bed, I juqtped from the train, hauled my servant from 
his sleep, removed my luggage, and fortunately found 
anuther train also bound for Calcutta by a different 
l'oute. The next night I found myself with another 
couple, this time Indian, the husband very orthodox, 
clad in Mr. Gandhi's homespun and wearing a Gandhi 
cap. The beauty of their manners, both to one another 
and to m,c, was such that I was co'htinually obliged to 
intef111pt my reading to watch them furtively: each 
squatting on the broad leather seat eating their dinner 
off leaves artd finishing the meal with extracts from a 
gold pahn-box ;., or lying curled up together shftIg read
ing to one anothe~ in voices which invested an early 
work of Bertrand Russell, that I had bought in Lahore 
and now held, with the charm of distant music .• Wh~ 
the moment came to undreiS, the woman, quite un
embarrassed, retired into the lavatory, to emerge, five 
minutes later, in a, white night-sr£ri edged with leaf
&,een, a;nd to climb, still witp <lignity, on all fours along 
the uppel"'- berth. Our converiation had been inter
mittent, as I was tired and they were preoccupied. But 
I discovered, before saying good-bye, that they were 
intending to fly to England. 
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If such was the contrast in behaviour evinced by an 
English couple and an Indian couple tb-lards myself, 
I could only WQ~der how an Indian traveller~ould have 
fared wit:a.the first 'and could guess, .vri.thout difficult~ 
what fetWngs wotUd ".INtve been evoked in him by the 
contrast. , 

Finally, as an example of that detestable behaviour 
which the.hero of the lift incirlent abo:ye recounted • 't ~ '1 

would doubtless have upheld as .. the proper method of 
rendering the English ~resance eff~tiv:e. may be in
stanced the case of an officer in 1Jfe Anny Service Corps, 
who, on Janua~ 30th, 1930, was brough\ before the 
Presidency MagIstrate, Third Court, Bombay, "on a 
:harge of assaulting a 'public servant in the discharge of 
his duties ". I quote from,the report of the Associated 
News, first explaining that since the prescience of the 
[ndian ·Post Office refuses to supply' airmail labels 
already gummed, t1!e affi1cing of them by means of paste 
is a tiresome and dirty business, which it is incmnbent 
on th~ public to perform for themselves :r-

Mr. ipencer, appearing for the' prosecution, stated 
Yeshwant L. Akolkar, complamant, a regIstration 
clerk, Apollo Bunder Post Office, -raj Mahal Buildings, 
was in office about II.50 a.m. on J:wuary 16 when 
Mrs. X. wIfe of the <.!Ccused, came In, bought airmail 
sta~ps and asked complainant to affix them to three 
letters. 

Cc1mplainant compijed, though it was not pari of his 
duty. ., 

Not satisfied wi~ the way a lab~l was affixed, Mrs. X. 
removed it, and order~ him to affix it again. • 

Complainant repliea he had complied wit~ hf6I" request 
in the first instance as a matter of courtesy, fiut could 
not do so again as he had to attend other members of 
the public. 
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Mrs. X. was annoyed and told the complainant" she 
would repfrt the matter to the Postmaster-General 
through ber husband. who was a colonel. She went 
away but returned shortly after, acc~panied by the 
accused; who int.,;t .:fit of temper asked the ~plainant 
why he was rude to his wife a"d whhotit st~ping for 
a reply thrust his stick on the complainant's chest 
causing an injury. lind then slapped complainant's cheek. 

Accused then went to the postmaster and demanded 
that the complainant..1;>e handed over to himtto be taken 
straight to the propt!r authorities at the General Post 
Office. Accused{ again w;!nt' to the complainant and 
shook him by the slt.lulder. The postmaster was tele
phoning tOf'the Generaf'Post Office, but accused snatched 

. .the earpiece frOln his hands and telephrned to the G.P.O. 
lumself. 

A Postal Inspector shortly after arrived and made 
inquiries as a result whereof a complaint was lodged 
with the police leading to the present prosecution. 

Colonel X. was subsequently fm:~d. But the only 
punishmeht whose effect could have been worth while 
was the censure of public opinion and of his fellow
officers. All things considered, it is unlikely that such 
a censure was forthcoming; I suspect, rather~ he&rtfelt 
commiseration .. It. is men and women of this stamp 
who are the rirl thitors to the EngJish dominion in 
India, and who, ~f judged, not 6n the grounds of moral. 
guilt~for their actions are the result of environn!ent
but in Rroporiion to the harm th~y do, sho\tld be 
penalized over a long period or d6,?orted from India 
with ignominy and 'execration. if colonel who hit a 
~t-office clerk in England. whi"e his offence could do 
no hafl11. to' anyone sav&'ihe individual <;Jerk, would be 
regarded as an unsavoury brute: ' In I., where a 
similar act. if made the subject of public ~tation. can 
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jeot\ardize the work of generations of Englishmen. he 
will be tacitly condoned. if not activ~ !;upported. 
Potential Geneflls Dyer exist in all Jallks oflilie English 
communitl{. Until they are eliminat~d by force of that 
commutity's OpidioIf, e.nd until that·community comes 
to recognize their intemperance, not as a manifestation 
of " prestige", but as a naked betl'ayal of itself, of its 
Empire, a.nd of the whole cause of the peaceful 
westernization of Asia, the rifl:between English and 
Indians will persist, ana i~ time g)ow widet . 

• • To criticize, on minor points of behavtour, a com-
munity which, during several months' and in all parfs 
of India, extenrled to the critic the best of its hospi
tality, and which furnished him with so many men and 
so much activity to admire, may seem an act of carping 
ingratitude, I am not ungrateful. But I hold that 
my debt is best rel"Rid by telling what I saw and heard 
and by expressing the pious and presumptuous hope 
that, just as the last decade has witnessed a reform 
beyond expectation in the political attitude of tpe 
English ~ommunity, so may the next witness a refonn 
in its racial attitude. It is not the ~drviduals and indi
vidual acts of the community which I ,asperse, but 
.ather the tradition wMch the individtaI unwittingly 
inherits and to which he almost inevitably succumbs. 
It Wai easy enough for me, a passer-by, to reject this 
legacy and reject it with contempt. But I sh<,>\dd have 
found the same ~rocess very &ffi.cult had I been 
arriving in India fr. from school Qr 1i~iversity, -to 
make my life's career in the country and among the 
English comtnunity. " 

Enough has been said, and will be said. ot Indian. 
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politics. The problem is more than political. • Its 
duality is (foflnd in tp.e racial question. Without con
tinuous exfansion <>f the political orgapism dUring the 
pext half-centuty,,, no issue will be founq., But no 
political scheme can forward the lNbsternizatio~of India 
in a manner beneficial to the country, unless and until 
the racial question is also solved. Any such solution 
must entail a radical change of outlook on the part of 
the English community: The English have ~reated the 
Indian intelligent~ia, hav~ co'lnmunicated to it their 
Western ideals, and ref nearly a century have been 
training it ~th the avowed object of enabling it ulti
m:ltely to take charge of, and to mainfain in peace and 
good government, a united India. At the same time, 
proportionately as the Indian intelligentsia has re- ' 
sponded to this training, grasped its ideals, and culti
vated administrative and political capacity, so have 
English sympathies receded behind t crustacean policy 
of self-differentiation. Thus has arisen, in the big 
towns, a condition under which the Englishman. who 
cO.nsorts with Indians and would understand them is 
regarded by his countrymen at best as abn6'rm'l'll, at 
worst as an outcastftnd a traitor. I suggest that such 
a condition is €lot only discreditable to the English 
name, but renders profound disfjervice to the em~ire oit 
English institutions. To the reply that it has worked 
well hitherto, present facts are a sufficient reputation. 
It is not working well. No feasibk constitution will 
satiso/ the Congress l~aders. But tl1e greater need is to 
prl!v&1t the ~praising of future g~erations of the intelli
gentsia ill the prevailing anti-English fury. This even
tuality cannot be forestalled by a skilly of constitu
tional theory. The Indian wants meat. This can only 
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tak~ the form of an abrogation of the white man's 
aSsumption of racial superiority. 

To put' forwll.{d concrete remediea is not-easy. The 
chief gro~d for hope lies in the fact jhat the traditioi}. 
of racia; superi~t'. appears, on' the evidence, to 
be an "artificial growth of the last half-century. Prior 
to the Mutiny it was not found at an. And even in the 
'sixties an~ 'seventies it was slow to arrive. The con
clusion is unavoidable that the;assumption of colour
divinity only arose as inereaping numbers of Indians, at 
our own instance, began to apptox{rr.ate in character, 
ideals, dress, tastes, and diffusion of we~lth, to our
selves. The acfual fact of the Englishman's regency 
then ceased to be sufficient. It was deemed necessary 
to erect a more symbolic and imperious barrier. 
Hence the present inhuman state of affairs under which 
the groot majority of English people in India maintain 
no intercourse wlmtever with the inhabitants of the 
country'save the formal relations necessitated by their 
everytlay work. 

If the more far-sighted members of the resident coPl
muni'ty, ·consulting their pockets more closely than 
their hearts, honestly set themsives to destroy the 
barrier that has arisen between the r~es, the barrier 
twoui~ totter in this g'eneration and fall in the next. 
The sheepish bent of the English temperameI\t could 
be turned to good account. Once the example was 
set by the head' of businesses and by prominent 
members of the ·services, that- example would be 
followed. I • '" f' 

Under present conditions, it is immediat«ly made 
plain to tlie young new arrival that, though his job 
is only comhlercial, his every action is invested with a 
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political colour, and that he must begin to thinl of 
India not "as"an English dependency to be judged by 
English standctrds,' but as a separate ~d highly indi~ 
lIidual country with whose interests he is bOJ;ljld henc~ 
forth to' identify himself. Thi6 "is "admira~e. But 
were it made known to him that, in order to identify 
himself with India's> interests, he would do well to seek 
the company of educ<\t~d Indians, and that ,any failure 
to do so would be as.ill viewed by his superiors as is 
any attempt to dp so uni'.el' ~xisting conditions, the 
result would be still Jhpre admirable. How he might 
conveniently be enabled to cultivate such relations 
is more difficult to discover. For ~he majority 01 
Englishmen life centres in the clubs. It is reasonable 
that the English, if they so desire, should confine the 
membership of their clubs to themselves. But to 
apply the colour distinction to guests, as is universally 
done, seems to me nothing more t:ilan an affront to 
each individual member, implying that his Indian 
friends, should there be any, are drawn from the gutter. 
Mjxed clubs exist, but are generally regarded with 
contempt. Example from above could pbputarize 
them if it would. finally, and most important, some 
means ought tt( be devised of encouraging the young 
Englishman to realize the ex\stence of the Ipdian 
universities, to cultivate the sodety of the students, 

_ and to' make friends among them. 
One last suggestion, which may bl: termed an urgent 

Tlecessity, deserves tb be added to' these meagre and 
teittative cepledies. Not only ~lSt every Englishman 
in India feel himself an unseen part in a great political 
organism; eventually circumstances may call him to 
exercise this capacity in the open: Bolli-in the ~ro-
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vinaal and central Legislative Assemblies, the English 
c'bmmunitie:; are, and will continue to be~rt!presented. 
The large business firms are al'ked- t. nominatE 
members. _ And those members, tho~h men of abilitj 
in their iwn sphere,-find themselveS. without previous 
trainiI\g in logic or rhetoric, called upon to defend theiI 
countrymen's interests before booies which numbeI 
some of t~e ablest speakers and acutest politicians in 
the world. Being men of stand19g, they are necessarily 
approaching retirement.·· A.rd though sincere and con
scientious, they must therefo~ lack qUIte that same . . 
incentive to consult the advance of Indi~ as a whole 
which might be.lfeft by younger men who see :tlong 
period of Indian liie before them. Parliamentary 
institutions in India are now verging on reality. And 
if the interests of the English communities are to be 
adequa.tely expounded, a more intensive and systematic 
representation ofethem is essential. ~en should be 
trained for the purpose, and they should be young men. 
Such· training would imply not merely the attainment 
of debating power and oratorical tricks, but a whole
time- c~tivation of Indian understanding, apd of 
relations with Indian politiciant and with Indian 
merchants. 
. T~e scales of prob~ility are evenfy balanced. A 
reform in the racial attitude of the English community, 
a coascious tealization on its part of the distinttion 
between the regerl function and the divinized attribute 
of white pigmentation, is not im1>ossible. The much.. 
quoted danger to wlfte womanhood is a pction e~y 
exploded by a study of ~he p~t and by the modern 
woman's "e-unred ability to take care of herself. . To 
sutrender tlti~ cherished superiority must be hard for 
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the Englisll community. But harder still must btthe 
alternativ~.:· the gradual nullification of English effo1t 
in India ami the gradual elimination ¢ EnglIsh trade. 
Xhe Englishman is empirical in all things. ~e hovers 
on the brink tiif unpleasant cpet\ence gT#ws into 
urgent necessity; and then he acts. It seems'to me, 
that the brink is gnowing nearer-too near for safety. 
Perhaps he will act in time. Or have thosSl empirical 
intuitions that have ~ade us ~een sterilized by the 
prejudices and traditions f.of '!.1:1e Indian scene? It is 
those prejudices, ~o~ i-he Congress party, that are 
traitor to the English unification and westernization of 
Tndio.. Prune them, or the plant witl die. 

I have already spoken of the larger interests at stake, 
of the broad problem between East and West and of 
its solution's bearing on the future course of European 
~ilization. Thither sense and reason carry mt. But 
in the last eV,ent I must speak of f.~le English rule in 
India apart from whence it comes and whithet it goes. 
It stands by itself in history, proud and incompatable, 
a ",ark of art, a treasure to be put against a velvet cloth 
in the world's gallery of politics. I am plefsed' that 
it is English; t c<{'l as easily apply the molhlscOUS 
objectivity of '\ Huxley or a Toynbee to Inwa ~s to 
Shakespeare's sonnets or a weft-mown lawn. I\Ut it' 
needs no patriotism to appreciate such a monument. 
To see 'any man, be he a savage at a totem-pole or a 
ploughman in his furrow, given scopf for his best work 
'\ud producing bette{ work than his fellows have ever 
pIaauced before, is a rare pleasur\.in this age of second
hand ideals and second-rate motives. To see a great 
race given scope for the exercise of its great7lt strength. 
to see it conduct the art of government 'un a scale ~,d 
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wim- a perfection accomplished by no pre~us race, 
is'to achieve. that sublime pleasure in the \\tQf'ks of man 
which, orcfularil~, is conferred only hy tl1e gleat artists. 
This I sai.m Inrna. And, if this essp, by exposing. 
danger, tjat threaten~,eea.n help preserve and enable to 
~ourish, in the least degree, the source of that pleasure, 
I shall have made some recompe11ie and shall regard 
mvself as a 'Patriot after all. 


