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J O U R N A L 

A TOUR DOWN THE DAMOODAH, 

kc, &c. 

August Mth, 1858.—Ivpft. Burdwan b> Railway for Bood-Bood, vifli 
Manooor. I^ft Bood-Boorl at half-past 5 p. M., struck the DamoodHli 
embanknients at Sillea on the \efl bmk, and reached Gobogram bunga
low at 10 I'. M. The journey was principally over paddy fields, but Otf-
casionally over pieces of cutoha roads, or through waste ground, bearing 
only a sraall prickly bush, until vre reached the Bund, when, though 
slippery, the travelling for palanquins or on horse-back was s\ifliciently 
good. About 3 p. M. the largest flood of the season, iy> to the presen/; 
time, commenced, and by 6 p. M. the river had risen five feet, and when 
the flood ceased in the morning the total mse had been thirteen feet. 
.SoQite time before reaching Sillea, we could distinctly hear the growl 
of the floods, not at all an unpleasant sound when yo« are safe froui 
tbem. Mr. Smith, the Executive Engineer, (who acooqipanied me,) and 
I were in luck, so far as the object of our tour was eoiXierBed; which WM 
to discover to what extent tbe «oaiftry on the right bAnk 6f the 
Baaioodab was jnjared by tbe p^riodiea} floods in cooM q̂Mnce of the 
remoral of the right embaskmeDts in 1866-57. 

A.WjiiU l8tA.—We had been hitherto travelling JK Tbanoab C/hontpa-' 
no^orae, bat thia m<>nHng we walked two miles ajh|f>g tbe Band from 
floliogia^ toftoondab, a.considerable village in llanna Bagha. 3||<; 



tbe south of this, and west of the line of Bond, is a Urge quantity of 
cAkr iandtf, accretions to several neighbonring mehals; but none of ihe 
land is under cultivation, and, ahhoiij^li it is only during rery occasional 
extraordinary flooda'subject to iraiwersion, it is still not fit for any 
caltivation, only coarse short sparsn; grass growing upon it.* We 
here crossed tbe river to Saneeghai-Clolsih on tiie right bank, whence the 
removal of the former right embankments begins. The full stream of 
the Damoodab falls upon Saneeghat, and tbe embankment formerly! 

• Vide Pl»t« »t the end of tlie protected the village in this way* :— At' 
Book, Fi^reHo. I. A the ground is low, and was very much, 
though not cimiplelely, flooded, when no were there this morning, and 
mfist be completely so during the heaviMt floods. Tlie river therefore 
rughes in at A in great force into the Jihal, an4 at C there is a back
water into the same kbal, and all the low ground of Saneeghat, Golah, 
Nobogram, Matr^parah, and Beachparah, is deeply flooded, but from 
the evidence of crowds of people and of the talookdars or monduls or 
gomashtas of nil the neighbouring villH^es or lots, I a.9certained that, 
the .injury apparent would not have occurred, (except in unusual high 
floods, such as there have not been for the last two years,) if it were 
not for a private bund erected by the talookdar of Radhakristopore, 
a village to the south of Kandar Khal. This bund runs between 
Radhakristopore and the khal, and while it protects the lands of 
Radhakristopore, it injures those of ail tli - Kthcr villages in my sketch, 
bjr narrowing the channel of the khal. imd (ii-ept-ning the waters, which 
thus destroy the cropn they might otlierrtis,- only duly irrigate. 

We exannned this private bund can-i'iiliy, and although the ryots of 
Radhakristopore declared it to have been in existence since 1210 B. S., 
•we tested theiiyconsciences by poles and minute inspection, and found 
that not alx>ve two feet of foundation were of any old structure, and that 
the rest had only recently H)een er^-cted, ibc turf being quite loose and-
lately laid down, the mud soft and in some places not turfed a{ all^ 
We were quite "agreed therefore that the bund was a recent structure 

j j jd the Executive Officer will take measures to remove it, under Act 
32, 1855, as a work benefiting one village at the expence of many. 
FromNobogram we recrossed'the river to Tarpore, the flood having 
already aubsided some nine inches, and thence travelled alon^ .the left 
b̂ Tjk to Jqootee bangak>w, where we arrived about 11, having been 
lilWiett faalf-past Sfk. u. We could clearly see the right bank of the 
m ^ , and tbkt itJLad not by some feet been flooded daring this, the 
UfkuA flood isf tliJwaaon. The Da>noodah iidirerted from S(beeghtint 



jlo the opjXMite bank, against which the stream presses, clota ap to the 

embankment at this time of the year, with consiiierable force as /ar as 

Jojootee. 

Our boat (Jjsap|»ointfd us at JoJDofw, and wo cguld not get another in 
which to cross the river, an<i we WITC therefore compelled to get the best 

K. B.—IbaTeaioceascortainud information Our eves could give us of the 
that there is a Mn..ua brouch at gj^jg „f ĵ,g opposite bank of the river, and to 
Boopihoo, ride.':, page of this , . . , r . i i- • r . i 
» LT, ^ , • » , • , rely on iinv statements of tlie condition of the 
Journal. On the left bank, along 

which »e w«re travelling, tho ltt"ds on the right bank which occasional 
streaiD of the rivor bears ftom passprs-b}' could afford to US. Pvom Jojootee 
Bcharpore to below Kuuohun- ,y Uoliarpore tile strength of the stream is 
dozore, where tve struck inland to . . , - i . ! i i _ i » i . j i _ ! • 

* ' a"-aiiisl the riiiht bank, but that bank is-na-
return for the night to Burdwiin. 
The whole way from J o j - t c o to ' " ' ' l " ^ *''S'' »̂ »« w h o l e Way a l o n g from o p . 

KtinohunDogore i.i a atrip of lurid [jo.'iile Jojootee to Kamalpore, and vtt; could 
through which ruus » deep ki.ai „ot hear of any breaches or dam.ige done. 
at this seafkjn, avorninnj perluipH >in • M ^ i r i i • 

° * ' ' 1 Ins first (Jay ol work during our tour-we 
a mile broad, and ovtrod with H I T i 
,L^ ,„„ „ ) ! , . , I . I , - , , I ravellt'd, I suppose, over upwards of 26 miles 
tne long grass used tor t Imt/'hing, ' i i > i 
with only hero and there a piitoh o f g r o u n d , aiul l lu; rosu l t o f Olir illVCStiga-
ofpaddy or other 8U)h cultivation. [iutlS w a s t h i s : — t h a t , a l t h o u g h ill f l ic v i l l i lg fS 

of Sanwghai, (idliih, Nobogram, Mateaiiaruli, and Boacli])arali, aude^pe-

ciullv in tho two tir-f and la.st, j>crliaps .some 500 beeglms liave bi'i>n 

thrown out of puiiily cultivation, yet not above 40 or ;>0 beeglias have 

N. B.-Thi- .r«uh h.-.8 been been SO througli the action of the Dumoodah 
confirmed l)y mj siib» .̂iui;nt viwii in con.seipience of the removal of the riglit 
in November. t'lnhankuients; the rest being paddy fields 
8ul)uierged, and tiieir crops destroyed or damaged in consequence of the 
private enibanUrui'iit of Radhakristopore, a work which the Executive 
Engineer will make it his business to remove with as little delay as 
possible. 

August 19/A.—We crossed the river this morning at Sudderghat, and 
moved along the line of the old right embankments in tho following order : 

1st.—Jaumaii. The n&tural bank is here high, an{/ the land rises 
slopingly inland from the bank. The country is all about here well cul
tivated,—paddy, plantains, and such like, being in the villages, and tfie 
land aroand, as far as <ve <;ould see, Qmng perhaps an horizon of two (o 
tbree miles' radius) covered with paddy crops. 

Some* little time after leaving Jamnah, the river bsuk becomes lo«ver> 
but the country still rises from it. The river stream bears upon the 
bank, and there is much sand on the surface o( the*|ieigltbottring lands, 
and tnueS is nncaltivated; and the [>addy and kukd (jpeas) crop* are thin, 



partly because of titk admixture of too much sand in the lands, but pttrtiy 
also from the genera] scarcity of rain this season. 

2nd.—Bangatcha. In and about the village there are plantations of 
bamboos, pkmtains, mangoes, and the like, and the bank of the river be-
oomes higher, although the stream still bears ufwn it; the crops of 
paddy and kulai (peas) are scanty and thin. Immediately after pass
ing the village the lands appear fur some way inland to be as yet un
cultivated, but we counted no less than twenty plougrhs at work close at 
hand. Here there is a small khal leading out of the Damoodah, 
the waters of which have been attempted to be shut out by the vil-

K. B.—I paiiaed over this land lagers by a short bund, lately erected. The 
agaia in December. It had not evidence of ryots of the neighbouring villages 
been cultivated; but this was, , . • . 1 . 1 , ^ 1 nn u 1 «• 1 ' j _ „ . , . . wfnt to shew that about 100 beeghas of land 
I Uimk, in consequence of the 
general dearth of the season;- hereabouts had always since 1230 B. S., 
tberewerenooomplaintsthistime been more or less injured by deposits 0I 
here of injuries from inundations, gand, left by the floods of the Damoodab, 
hnUhelandhaseTidentlysuffered ^^^^ ^^^^ ^ j ^ ^ ^ ^j ,^ destruction of the right 
from them—but not speoially, I r ,̂ r. 1 1 1 1 • 

am inclined u, believe, in oonso- embankments, son.e 500 beeghas had been 
quenoe of the removal of the more permanently injured. There is a chur 
embankment*. here which seems to act as a kind of break
water, otherwise the rush of flood-water into this khal would bo mucli 
greater and more disastrous. 

3rd.—Jaktah. Joykissen Mookerjee.Talookilar. An extreuiely pret
ty village situated in the midst of hamiioo plantation*, growing on a fine 
hard turf, evidently long formed, although the giiiss on it is cc>ar!*<? and 
short; there is a chur forming to the south-cast of the village, there are 
fine crops of hulai (peas) and kochoo (a sort of yam), and such like, in 
^id near the village, and inland there is a good shew of paddy, and 
plentiful cultivation generally. 

4th.—Bamuniah. Chut^oo Singh, the Zemindar. The approaches to 
the village, and the village itself, seem protected and flourishing, the banks 
being rather low.but quite sound, and the grourfd rising towards the village 
ia which are plantations of mangoes, cocoanuts, &c., situate on a fii-m coarse 
tSrf; but between this village and Hijnlnah has occurred the most real 
and greatest amount of injury we have yet o(»erved. In fl-ont of both 
the above villages ohnrs bare formed, which hold the stream of the 
Daffioodah in a sort of funael, through which it pours into a khtfl situate 

VMc I>>>t« «t tbs «Btf of the between the two villages. This khal ap-
Book, 7i8«r* H«. i. parently communicates with a large pieceof 
!K«t«reaU«<l Aa lLiakor Bfaeel, but as the width at itrmonth inSOO^t 



solargeabody of water rnsbia^ into it cannot be contained in its efaannei, 
or in tbe Bheel with which it communicates, hut is said by alt the neigh
bouring rjots to spread over the whole country south, to Rynah and 
Amptah, where it is said to rejoin the Daraoodah. The deposit of sand 
left in its course is said to vary from one to six feet, and so great has been 
the quantity oflandthus said to have been thrown outof cnltivation, that, 
as the ryots expressed it, " 10 annas" of the villagers had left the villages 
of Bamuniah and Hijulnah alone. Doubtless there is much exaggera
tion in their accounts, but they each and all as they joined our party 
told the same story; and of this main fact Mr. Smith and I were quite 
convinced,—that a flood 800 feet wide rushing through this klial would 
certainly spread over miles of country in the directions named, and 
cause immense danjage. For two years after the removal of the right 
embankments the ryots remained passive, but their landlords refusing to 
remit any revenue, they had this year erected a private embankment of 
800 feet across the mouth of the khal, and protected by this, have culti
vated what appear to be good crops of paddy in all directions, only about 
160 to 200 beeghas in the immediate neighbourhood of the river being 
left uncultivated. The ryots do not deny that much injury was always 
donp through the medium of breaches of the embankments at this place, 
but the breaches only happened very occasionally, they allege, the spread 
of water was not so extensive, and the deposit of sand was proportionately 
small. With the consent of tlioir laiidlord8,*they profess to be desirous 
to pay for the expunce of maintaining such a bund at this point as the 
Executive Engineer shall direct. Mr. Smith, the Executive Engineer, 
here adds a note, that he doubts their willingness to incur further expence 
on this dam, and that in its present state it would not stand a high flood, 
and be adds that if Government should approve of the closing of the kj>al, 
it must he prepared to bear the expenoe, as the destruction of the dam by 
the floods would do more damage than tbe leaving the mouth of tbe 
khal open. 

Bamuniah, Hijulnah,* Hurreerarapore, Bonteer, Bongruui, Haipore, 
Teandool, Wuzeerpore, Kyrapore, Seebpore, Cbota-Kyraporu, Jotsadih, 
Sookoor, Boliarpure, Asajybpore, Modhoobun, Gopainoggur, Duriapibre, 
Damasb, Baro,. Oagoopab, vere some of tbe villages mentioned as' 
mooh injnred. The right embankment still exists as a protection to 
tbe fA>nt of the village ofHijahiuh, and tbe cultivation immediately, 
behind tim is plentiful and forward. Between Hijulnah and Horreepore 
is a bund of which Government has permitted the erection to protect 
laad #ilieb would otherwite be injured by tbe flood rushing into a kbal 



Rmaller than, but similar to, the one above mentioned ; which kbal cotn-
mutiicates with the other, and as it were isolates the village of Hijuloah, 
to the Boutb of which the floods, entering these two kbals, spread. 
From Hurreepore wa crossed over to Dadpore, and thence proceeded 
down the left embankment to Gopalpore bungalow, where we stayed 
the heat of the day. About half-past 3, we started again, crossing over 
to Jamdohob, Chuck Kristopore, where two serious breaches of the bank 
have lately been stopped by permission of Government. For the two 
years previous to this, i. e., since the removal of the right embankments, 
the country in the neighbourhood of these breaches has been laid under 
water, and some 200 or 300 beeghas, including part of a village, have 
been put out of cultivation, that were represented to have been always 
up to that time cultivated. Now, however, that |i)e ryots have been 
permitted to stop the breaches, they do not complain so much of the 
injury done, as of the necessity they are under to build the new embank
ment according to the directions of the Executive Engineer, a matter 
which no doubt he will satisfactorily settle with them 

Shortly after leaving Jamdoho two other breaches are observable, the 
water pouring through which was asserted to spread to the south and 
to have put out of cultivation a large quantity of the lands of Hybutpore, 
which have as a consequence for the last three years been waste. 

Beyond these breaches is another at Hybutpore, through which the 
floods spread as far as tne eye can reach to Kistopore, a distance of 
perhaps four miles. Close to the river bank we observed much waste 
land, but we could not loam that it had not always been so, and although 
the floods appear to leave a small deposit of sand, yet tlie paddy crops 
were plentiful, and the best and forwardest we had yet seen inland, and, 
except where a narrow stream of water ran, the cultivation generally 
seemed unusually good. We passed some mile or two over the paddy 
fields, through a village call<fd Chulbunpore, in order ourselves to judge 
of the state of the country. Sugar-cane, hemp, and paddy crops, all in 
good condition were observable in Chulbunp&rc, which is a talook of 
Hnrrokristo Mittra. Hence we passed still inland, through Puttee 
Kantikpara to Kistopore and Shadeepore, the talooks of Kalachund 
Singh 4bid Nobinohund Bosoo respectively. There were good crops 
of fMiMy apparent on ehdrt formed between the river and the village 
abQ«)»i>m«ttioned, but alrave Kistopore there is a vent-channei, tbroogh 
wlildi i&d floods enter and «pr«id over the whole country, until they 
fUn into the BaciKKm* Kbal, about fonr miles distant. The waters whidh 
enter throni^li thi* cbiunnel meet tliow entering at Hybutpore, and tb» 



two chaDnels unite in the country behind Shndeepore, which is protected 
id front by the old embankment, and by tlte fact that the stream bears 
from Hybutpore and Dadpore below Shadeepore on the opposite bank. 

The scene of devastation apparent from the top ̂ f the Kistopore Tent-
chanrlel was most striking in its desolation, the former village of Kisto
pore has all but fallen under the influence of successive floods, only a 
few houses being left, to which, with their usual tenacity to home, some 
families still cling, and the whole country, as far as the eye could reach 
to the south, being completely under water, only clumps of long thatch 
grass being apparent, in places where, if the ryots are to be believed, (and 
their stories are evidently to a great extent true,) paddy crops formerly 
grew in abundance. It was almost dark when we recrossed the river, 
and proceeded down* to Jamalpore to pass the night. We had been 
out nearly the whole day, and di<l not reach Jamalpore till late at 
night, having passed over periiaps 24 miles of country, including the four 
river-crossings of about one mile each time. Our conclusions were that 
great damages had been done at and in the neighbourhood of Bamuniah, 
Hijulnab and Jamdohoh in former years, much of them by the removal 
of the right embankments, but none this year of any consequence or 
extent, and that still greater damages had been tione, as well this year as 
in.other years, on the river banks between Hybutpore and Jamdohoh, and 
on the country to the south-west of Shadeepore and Kistopore, by tlie 
opening of the vent-channel at the latter jilace some four years back. 

August '^th.—We left Jamalpore tin's morning to proceed to Moliun-
jiore, the last bungalow along tl>f' left embankments within this district. 
We did not purpose crossing'the river, as there was only one place 

„ _ , , ... between the two stations at which the 
N. B. 1 have since Been a cutting 

above, and a serious breach below right embankment had-,been cut. This 
Noaheepore, vide pnge cutting is between Jote Sreerani und Jote-
Dukkin, where tliH bank we had observed was very low, and a narrow 
khal, with apparently a good deal of water in it, ran up as far as we 
could see inland: the country all around the khal was however well 
cultivated with paddy. At Dapdarah, on the left bank, the line of em
bankment is being raised and further corved to meet the heavy body of 
water, passing through a -very narrow channel, falling upon it with the 
foU force of the stream from the opposite bank. Ilurrakisto Baboo is 
the zemindar of the village, and, I am told, has been petitioning for 
ocHnpeosatiun for land thrown out of cultivation by the digging of earth 
fram it to. form the ioiproted embankment. His^petition does not re* 
present the whole trnUi. The groand is being dug out close upon the 
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river margin, so as to slope this margin off, tbe better to meet the flood, 
and the land from f̂aich the diggings are made is too close to the 
stream to admit of any cultiration upon it at this season, and will be tbe 
better fitted for cultivation after the rains, in consequence of the very 
diggings complained of, the diggings removing the upper crust of sand 
and bringing into use the lower stratum of good soil. There is not only 
therefore not any loss incurred at present, but if there were a loss at 
present it would be amply compensated for by the future gain to the laud, 
arising from the digging away the upper crust of sand on it, and by the 
benefit which the improvement of the Bund must be, in the way of 
greater security against floods, to the village of Dapdarah generally. 

A little beyond Oapdarah is the village of Sonaghurrie, belonging 
to Brindabon Behary Mittra, talookdar, on accoutU of which there is, 
a ease pending before me for compensation for land taken for a cross 
embankment, and for twenty-five beeghas of other land, said to have been 
put out of cultivation by the digging-out of land for the construction of 
this cross line. I ascertained beyond a doubt that not twenty-two beeghas 
bnt at most one bcegha, seventeen cottas, eight chittacks, being strips on 
either side the Bund, 450 feet long by 30 feet broad on an average, had been 
used for digging out ground for the embankment, and further that the land 
dug out was but waste land, rendered so by the flooding of the Damoodah 
through the breach, which it was the object of this cross line of em
bankment to ease off. In fact, formerly the line of embankment, after 
leaving Dapdarrah, took a turn to the right; but at this turn the river 
made a tremendous breach, some eight or ten years back, inundating 
the village of Sonaghurrie, and then rendering waste the lands in 
dispute. The floods at present have not done any additional damage to 

JJ. B. ThwoftMof̂ naghunie Sonaghurrie, as they turn off" just before 
hM b««. fully roporxed upon to reaching the village, round the point of the 
the Commiuiotior, »ud, under my ,, « , , , • . , . . . J f .J 'flew cross nne of embankment, mto a cnan-reoommendatiun, luid hw order*, ' 
oon.pen«tion hw be«n reftuwd. nel which issues out into the Damoodah again 
Smalio ptg« at Mohunpore. 

At Mohunpore, 1 took the opportunity of settling the boundaries and 
wranging for Uie oooapensation to be paid for certain lands on which the 
emfaankmsnt bungalow and out^honses have for some years stood, and 
of takiag fNrelitaiuary steps tomrds obtaining, under Act 32 of 1855, 
oertain fortiwr lands for trbioh th? £zeeattTO Engineer is about to ap
ply, tat the purpose of making a road to and fro tbe bungalow and 
the fmbaBknents. .1 rotttraed alona to ELamalpore ia iA» aftemooii, t» 
andaaTOur to settle thsra amies^ terms in the mfttt^ of certiun lancb 
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taken some years back, withoat any sanction of competent autliorities, 
for a Tent>channel at Halara on the left bank of the river. Investigii-
tions had already been made ufwn the spot in the presence of my Nazir, 
but terms have not as yet been come to, so I to^k tliii* opportunity of 
visiting the scene of dispute. 

It proVed to be a piece of land of some 90 beeghas to thei. south 
of a sort of bay formed at tlie mouth of the Kaua Nuddee. Formerly 
the flood into this Nuddee was so great as to render tliis vent-channel at 
Halara necessary, but since then the bank has silted ii)i, and the Houd 
waters never enter the Kaua Nuddee, nor, as u conseiiuence, pass through 
the Halara vent-channel except in high floods. During the recent flood of 
thirteen feet, the Executive Engineer informs me a discharge of two feet 
of water [Missed through the vent-channel. The land taken was to form a 
retired embankment, to conduct the flood waters through a breach, which 
the river itself made, in the first instance, circuitonnly into the old 
bed of the Kana Nuddee at the back of the present embankment.'), 
Land was formerly taken for a similar purpose at the Kisto|i(ir« 
vent-channel, and has lately been taken at Sonagliurrie close to 
Mohunpore, and unless the Government are prepared to give comj>en-
sation for ail lands taken for embankment purposes, no compensation, 
in the opinion of the Executive Engineer and myself, should be given 
for this land at Halara. I was unable to arrange amicably any terms on 
which the lands, in the event of compensation being allowed at all, should 

N. B. Tlieoaae hat been repgrt- be rated, the majority of the villagers as-
cd on fully to the Commissioner, . .1 » fi= ... .i,» , . .«« 
.n.l under hi, orders ha, been refer- ''''^'"S that SOme 2 6 tO .30, OUt of the 9 0 
red in the flr«t inirtance for an; beeghas, were always Waste, and the rest 
reraarkB to the Superintendent of gaili awwul at Rs . 6-8, and saili soona at 
Emijankments, Lower Provinces. „ . „ • , , . . 
See also page ^^ ^"^ P«"" b«egha, and bemg content to 
get 4 Rs. on 60 beeghas at 20 years' purchase; but one of the parties 
interested asserted that none of the land was formerly waste, but that all 
waa rateable at the highest price named. 

The whole distance trafelled this day was about 16 miles. 
August 2l»t.—This morning we commenced our return to Burdwan, 

travelling np tlie lefl bank. From Cbundeepore to Kolopore on the 
right bank, tlie embankments have been allowed to stand, but from 
Kolopore to above Kanadohob they have been removed. The banks ara 
ho««Te'r naturally of an average height between this breach, and al-
tlmogh a small part of the stream seems to bear on the country between 
Nariieepore and Kolopore, by means of a channel which isolates Chuck 
KalenA,' yet it vbuld not seerti to Hood the country injuriously, for t 

0 
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N. B. Tbi. wiui an tnot, macb observed plantains on Chuck Kalenah in 
injorjif dam to Uw btsd* b»low large quantities; and on tbe mam land 

tfae «ye could reach, lyas apparent. 
From south tbe vent-channel at Kistopore to north of Kanadohoh 

the old. embankments remain, and the natural banks are high, and tbe 
stream bears invariably on the left hank, which is naturally loir, and is in 
a much-broken condition. 

From north of Kistopore vmit-cbannel to south of Goalparah, the 
right emiiankments remain, thence vi& Goalparah, Chniidulparah, Chul-
banpore, and Hybutporo, to south of Jamdohoh.they have been removed, 
but in front of all these villages large churs are formed, and the stream 
bears from Hybutpore downwards on the left ban!;. Plentiful crops of 
paddy and plantations of plantains are apparent ail along to the edge of 
the churs. In the bend of tbe river opposite Hybutpore, and on the left 
bank, an enormous chur has forni«d ; the npper part of this is well 
•jultivatpd witli pliintnins and paddy, and the groufid of the chur here 
is high and not liable to floods; the lower part of it is also well cultivated 
generally, but the water seems to lie more here, and the land, being 
lower, is more liable to floods, and is partially broken. On the right of 
the left embankments the land is generally well cultivated, but here and 
there it is waste, being covered b\it lightly with coarse grass, or «ith the 
long thatching grass, indications of former floods. 

From north of Jamdohoh to south of Bubrampore on the right bank, 
tbe embankments remain, but thence to a village north of Moocheeparah, 
they have been removed, the natural banks however between this breach 
appear to be high, and a chur protects them, and the streatu bears upon 
the left bank, and there is no appearance of injury done. 

From north of Moocheeparah to Hurreepore, the right embank, 
ments remain, and the rest of the country on the right bank up to Sanee-
ghat fass.«already been described. At Gopalpore I had a visit from the 
putneedar, Mopii)obuii Baboo, quite a young man, and although be has 
not received any Engli^i education, very intelligent and pleasing. At 
present he seems to know very little of his zcmindaree affairs, (and he 
hM a •emindaree paying a juDiaaa of some 16,000 Rupees to tbe 
Ifalwidilb) en^ustiag them to tbe Naib, who accompanied him ia bis 
vj^tj i '^ ^ count^^^^ *>'̂ *>'<̂  >^'» to *bew that be baa not yet bent 
broagbt wholly under Mnaa*ia^a«aoe8, and he aj^srs anxious to look 
after bit eaN^s *Bd tke ryota oa them, and has pcootked ine to tmvel 
aikottt anonfst tbem more than be faa« iutberto donir, and to do dny tbinj; 
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ill bia power to better their condition. He maintains an En^sh school, 
b« tella.me, at his own expense at Borsoi, where lie lives, at which there 
ara some 15 to 2U scholars. His brother, now a minor, And who, when 
of age, will succeed to an 8 unuas-share of the puljiee, î  reading at the 
HioUoo College, Calcutta. Like most zemindars tintt I have met, he 
seems at present to look upon his estate.s and tenants as things from 
which so much rent per annum is to ba squeezed, and nothiitg more ; but 
he is young, and seemed open to the conviction that the ryots might be 
looked on as something better than mere rent-paying machines, and 
that estates might WH improved by more attention, both for his and his 
ryots' benefit. 

Afterleaving Gopalpore, and pasjiing through Kallinoggur, Jaffirabad, 
Manigattee, Dahdab^ Ameerporo, and Chatpore, the lands inside the 
embankment are very poor, and much is waste. This, I was told, was a 
consequence of a great innndation which occurred in this part of the 
country some thirty years back, and lias more lately occurred more than 
once at a breach at the village of Dahdah. At present there is a large 
char formed before a bend in the embankment, on which I observed 
plantains, paddy, moosoory (a sort of pulse) in abundance, and good crops 
apparently. The stream bears upon this chur still, but the land of it is 
high, in some places higher than the embankment, and the kind of crops 
grown would argue general freedom from floods. The embankment is 
in this bend formed principally of sand, which will not bind, no turf 
forming upon it, and it has been from this fact that so many breaches 
liave been made in it. The Executive Engineer has an idea of running 
a new embankment, formed of stouter materials, from point to point of 
the bend in the old embankment, and it seems certain that some such 
work would give greater security to the country hereabouts on the left 
bank. 

The distance travelled this day was about 21 miles. 
There have not l)een any high floods this season, but we vixited the 

scenes of them for three Successive days afler the higljest fluod of the 
season had occurred, and the general result of what we saw and heard 
was, that the main ii^nries that have occurred to the lands in this distn'ct, 
OR th« right bank of th« Damoodah, have occurred in three different 
places: First at the bre^i made between Baronniah and Hrjulnah; 
wem^ty, at that made between Jaaidohoh and Hybutpore; thirdly, at 
ttte •«nt-ebiMnel iniule between Sfaadeepore and Kistopor^. The 6rM 
tire are nstantl fioed<gat«8 made by the action of the river itself, sinoe, 
sad in eiiMise^Oitce of, the reiooval of the embankments, the lost is an 
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artificial Hoodgate, tMiilt bj the Execatlve Engineer, at a place where 
natural breacbes bad more than once been previously made, to .ease off 
the rosh (^ tb4 floods through the breach, and to protect the left bank 
from the effects of a. rush upon it of large bodies of flood waters in a 
narrow channel. The only apparent injuries at the two natural breadies 
are (comparatively) no very large quantities of broken uncultivated 
ground near the river banks, and a channel of water of considerable 
dejith, no great width, but stretching as far as the eye could reach inland, 
which, we were told, was, before the removal of the embankments, under 
paddy cultivation, and which is not so cultivated now. At the vent-chan
nel of Kistopore the injuries done are unquestionable. The country for 
miles long and broad was under water, and only occupied by waste lands, 
on which grew here and there only a species of long grass used fur thatch
ing. Wherever we went, the country-people aaaured us that it was 
here the principal injuries had been done, and this was onr own convic
tion, and we believe that the greatest part of the injuries have been 
caused in the first instance by natural breaches, and now more per
manently by keeping open the vent-cliannel, and both here and at the 
two breaches mentioned, the expression of all classes was, that where 
there had been one yard deep of sand before, there were now two and 
three yards, since the removal of the embankments, and in consequence 
of it. 

The extent of land travelled over by us on the Right Bank country 
was about 22 miles. 

I caimot conclude this part of my Journal without remarking on the 
excellent state of the embankments that have been allowed to remain, 
and of all the bungalows that we stayed at along the line of them. 

October 9th to 25(/t.—Mungtilporc, near Rancegunge. The Doorgah 
Poojah holidays occupied the greater part of this period ; during the few 
working days I was employed principally in endeavouring to conclude 
amicably the long-pending and much-disputed case of the Post-office 
and Hotel lands., I was not successful in conciuding the case amicaUy, 
hut, what I hope will be a final report upon it, I despatched to the 
Cdmmissioner of Revenue in letter No. 12 of the 21st October. 

The part of this country, which goes by tfâ  geaarai name of Uanee-
gnnge, bat whî h is in reality eomposed of the villages of Kourbasar, 
Katsolie, Poreshgttnge, Searsole, and Baneegunge, willt*! believe, in 
proeeM of tim«, tieoorac a fiouri^ing manufacturing town. It is ia 
ttteh«art<^« mineral district, the value of which is only b^inning to be 
tpprtmted; it bordws upon the l̂ «iK»>dab, and is at no great distaime 
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from the Adjai, and the Burakur, and 1 am told that it is not only a 
feasible, .but at this time a contemplated plan, to connect it by a oanal 
witii the Damoodah at Amptuh, whence navigation for loaded lioats of 
considerable burden is at all times of the year open into the Uooglily. 
The railway, even at the present time, approaches within a few miles (at 
the farthest) all the important collieriea now at work i and a branch line, 
presenting no engineering difficnltie!*, would not only embrace them all, 
bat would encourage the opening of many more, and all these circum
stances combined must lead to the creation of a large town. In the 
first place, there will be the European society located at the different 
collieries, there will be the workmen in these collieries, principally Baoris 
and Sonthals, who have no caste, and eat and drink any thing, and there 
is the fact that the country is not self-supporting even now, and will be 
still less so as more and more of it i;, taken up by collieries, and as 
larger bodies of manufacturers are congreyfuted, wiio have to be fed in 
it. Rice alone is almost as dear hero as in Caiciiitu, and has been every 
year becoming gradually mon> dear. 

But coal is not the only mineral to be Coinid here. 'I'licre is kunkur 
in abundance, and to be obtained at tiu prici; of only the land'^ rental, 
of labour, and of carriage; also a good limestone ; and iron ore, I believe, 
in considerable quantities; and at Go|jinutlipore, not far from here, an 
excellent clay for brick-making. 

And -if all these favorable circumstances should lead, as I believe they 
will, to the erection of a large matiufactiiring town at Ilanecgunge, 

'should not every care l)e taken from the commencement to make that 
town something worthy of British civilization ? 

Should there not be a Magistrate empowered to take care that the 
roadways are broad, and so planned as to ensure the best ventilation 
possible, and to leave space for a time when ijas may be introduced, 
that a drainage may hereafter be effected in the most complete manner 
into the most appro|>riate place, and that an efficient police system 
may be originated as soon as needed, wliich may only require to be 
increased in numbers as the town itself increases in size. That some 
such system is partially wanted already there is little doubt, for, daring 
the few times I have visited Raueegunge, I have heard more than 
once of the recruits having " looted " the bazaar, and I believe that the 
Ooy«nuQent would not find the railway and the various coal Compaotes 
at all backward in aiding to carry out any system (worthy the name) of 
estabiishiDg, as best may be, tbs future town. No oonsiderabie ez-
])enditure would be required at present, bat a fow simple municipal 
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regulations, witb a Magiatrate competent, and empowered by law, to ouTf 
them out, and backed by an efficient police force:—the regaiatioos bar
ing for their aiui the future possible spread of the toifo, and the sanitary 
and poli«w arrangements thereupon necessary. There would probably 
be few difficulties in carrying out these arrangements now; a short time' 
hence there iaig;ht be troubiesume rested interests to be considered and 
satisfied. (Since writing the above, in Notification No. 3900 in Oovern-
ment Oazette, 29th October, 1858, Raneegunge lias been sought to be 
brought under the provisions of Act XXVI, I860.) On the 26th 
October, I went to see the school of Gubind Prosaud Pundit at Searsole, 
an Anglo-verniicular establishment supported by a grant-in-aid of 
Government, tlio house and the other school expenses being supplied by 
the Pundit. The house is an excellent one, puckn, and r̂itb four rooms 
of various sizes, and stands in its own ganlen, just outside the village 
and colliery of Searsole, and commands perhaps the prettiest view to 
be obtained hereabouts. The school had only just re-opened after the 
holidays, and the work of it could scarcely be said to have recommenced, 
but there was a fair attendance of scholars, and tlie second master, as well 
as tiie vornaoular master, were present. The number of scholars was 
said to te 76, and the average attendance 60. The second master seem
ed to bo a most intelligent man, and most interested and anxious for 
the progress of the scholars. I first examined 2 boys of the 1st, and 3 
boys of the 2nd English classes, and then perhaps 20 boys of the verna -
cular class. 1 had not time, neither were the maps, nor slates, nor other 
means at hand, for more than an examination in re<iding, grammar, and* 
spelling. The reading of all the classes, especially of the vernacular class, 
was fluent and intelligible, and the boys in the English classes explained 
very fairly the meaning of what they read. The grammar in the English 
ciaraes (I did not pay attention to it in the vernacular) was not so satisfactory, 
the boys knew it in parts by rote, but not in practice. The spoiling was 
particularly accurate in the vernacular, in the English I did not so carefully 
test it, but I remarked that tlie boys were not sufficiently instructed to 
spell their words rightly when they could not read them ofiT at once. I 
brou^t this to the notice of tlie second master, who acknowledged the fail
ing, and promtsvd reform. 'Hie'̂ EngUsh proquneiation was very good. 
Of tbe d»<!ip)me I CCHM not satis&etorily judge, but it seemed to n»« 
bMtar in lk» English thwi la the venMOolw department. On tbe wbole^ 
there irM«n air of detudinesa and-order idwat tbe Sdiod, and of intelli-
gmee Aad ifftkode about tlte«i^ani; which left a very ftroreble impres-
nOB upon mei P>e PoadH n iMitl#titt • huve eehool-hoiise to tbemir^ 
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ftf theCftntonmento, which pmmtses well; it will scaroely liowi»t*r be so 
coBVenientij «tuated ns the present school for the villagers. 

After visiting the school, I descended into the Pundit's conl mines, 
irhieb are well worth seeing. The galleries mn in 1̂1 directions, and the 
coal seems to be of a fine quality, and most abundant. 

October 26tk.—Mungulpore to Bograh 7 miles. At Bograh there is 
an encamping ground for troops on the march up the Grand Trunk Road. 
This ground was exnniined and measured by Mr. Collector Pearson in 
1864-55, and reported on in his letter to the Commissioner, No. 6, 
January 6th, 1856. My object in visiting it was to see that it answered 
to the latest conditions required by Government in the military depart
ment for the keeping np of such grounds. These conditions are that the 
ground should be at li>ast 300x200 yards in extent, that it should be 
level, free from cuhivation, and well-drained, that good wells or tanks 
for drinking water should be in its vicinity, and that it should be demar
cated by unmistakeable boundary marks. There are two wells within at 
the most a quarter of a mile, and a tank bordering upon the ground in 
question, all containing an abundance of good drinking water. 'I'he tank 
was formed by Baboo Gobiiid Prosaud Pandit, who has embellished it 
by a ghat and garden. The ground stands high and has a naturally good 
drainage, and it is quite sufficiently level for encampment purposes. 
It is quite free from cultivation, but its extent and boundaries were not 
at all well defined. I thenifore had a piece measured off, which from 
local information I found to have been always occupied by troops 
encamping, and made a scientifii! plan of it, and directed the erection of 
four brick-pillars at a cost of I "2 ans. each, to serve as boundary marks, 
the space so demarcated being 2f)0x213 yai-iU, or 38 beeghas, 14 cottah« .̂ 

October 27th <o 28//t.—Boghra to Undal 12 miles. At Undal the 
object of my visit was another encamping ground, and the purpose of it 
the same as at fiograii. 

Here the work to be performed was demarcation and measurement as 
at Bograh, and this was done, and a scientiHc plan made, snd five brick 
boundary marks ordered to be erected. Iii other particulars the ground was 
in the conditiou required by Governoient. It stands high, and there^is 
natonilly good drainage to.it; it is sufficiently level, it is free from culti
vation^ ail but a few eottahs, which will not4>e again plooghed up; it 
ha* OO0 well inside and another juit outside, and a tntik eallml Ranee 
S«ir, alt prodnekag good drinking water; it stands partly in the village 
of Undd, and putly in that of Dubehururia. The rasnlt of the plao and 
measareitients shewed it to contam an area of 39 beeghas, 6 oottahv. 
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and d ehittaokg, i w i ^ byconversion into yards in excess of the BiinimtitiK 
required. , ; 

On tbe 27tlr October I made local investigation into certain nwtters 
coimmted with the settlement of Melial Dabeepore, the result of which 
will, I hope, have been communicated to the Commissioner in a letter,' 
that 1 will enter marginally before the submission of this Journal. 

October 29th to November 2nd.—Undal vi& Gopalpore and Panagbur 
to Manooor 24 miles. At Gopalpore there is a third encamping 
ground. It has two capital piu-kn wells in good condition, and with 
a plentiM supply of excellent drinking water in them. The ground is 
sufficiently level, and falls gradually on all sides from about the centre, 
a good natural drainage being thus eft'ected. It is waste land, entirely 
free from cultivation, though probably capable of it in seasons of very 
heavy rain. There is only one distinct boundary mark, an oomlih tree at 
the north-east corner, and I directed five other boundary marks of brick, 
that were necessary, to be erected. A scientific plan and measurement of 
the land produced an area of 96 beeghas, 19 cotUiis, 10 chittacks, an area 
less than the minimum required, but quite suiticient for any use now 
made of the land, and more land of suitable nature was not procurable 
in the neighbourhood. 'J'lie jemadar in cliarge of the neighbouring mar-
huUa was directed to erect the l>oundary marks, and to take care that the 
land was kept free from cultivation. 

Panaghur is a large village and a railway station, and here the direct 
road from Bancoorah to Soorie, which may be said to coimect the rivers 
Damoodah and Adjai at, I believe, Selinipore on the one river and EluuP 
bazar on the other, cuts the Grand Trunk Road. There had been, I was 
told by the railway station master, at Panaghur, considerable trade, which 
found its way to Calcutta from Panaghur, in shell-lac, lac-dyes, hides, 
and grain from Soorie and Eluntbozar, but the trade in the three first 
commodities was put a stop to by the general stagnation of trade caused by 
the mutinies, and has not been resumed, and the general scarcity of the 
crops this season has for the last three nioiiil](p completely stopped the 
trade in grwn, so much so, that not a bag of grain has been despatobed to 
GiUeutta within that period from Panagbur, whence before from two to 
tte«e hundred bags were despatched daily. Tarn not aware whether or 
not^e nbove trade nuiyfbt have found its way dowo to Catwa on the 
BiMl^ra^ieei via the Adju, and so down to Calcutta, but tiie water in t|w 
JN|^ has b«en ontttuaU; low this season, and it is, at tbe bert of tinaes, 
MptMMMMMt rifer for «Krmge< I dM»kl fear^ier^bfe that tbe trsdewas 
4«(spp(ld &r Vh«^«midteget)ier> Tfaeneeereps (̂^̂^ 
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ifllaiid aiteould be seen from Oopalpore north to Maneoor aoictii* seem* 
ed plentiful and thick, but I was told there was a general failure of them 
in a large tract of country beginning some eight miles south-east of Man
eoor. The connection between famine and a comet seems to possess 
the minds of the v̂ ilgar in this country, as at all times it has possessed 
the minds of the vulgar in other countries, and I understand that much 
grain is being hoarded in anticipation of a famine during the ensaing 
hot season. 

At Manooor my business was to inspect the office of the Abkarree 
Darogab. My visit was entirely unexpected, and I was much pleased to 
find all the books brought up to date, and great credit is due to the 
Abkarree Darogah, Hurranondo Rai, both on this account and for the 
general good order in which I found his office and records. Many of 
these latter have been most uselessly preserved, and I propose submitting 
to the Commissioner a list of them, requesting his sanction fur their 
destruction. A considerable number of the. Puchooee-vendors- in this 
Abkarree Darogahship have lately been resigning their shops on account of 
the scarcity of rice, now selling at 20 kutcba seers the rupee, where before 
it was selling at 30 or 32 seers; but the shops are not numerous, and a 
slight reduction of rates having been allowed to the vendors, in consider
ation of the scarcity, they have resumed business, and the loss to tiie 
Glovernment revenue will not, 1 believe, be of any great moment. -

There is a vernacular school at Maneoor, the current expenses of 
whicli are supported entirely by a grant-in-aid from Government, the 
buildings having been gifted by the putneedar of Maneoor, Heeraloll 
Misree. The school was not to be opened until afler the Queen's Holi
days, and I had therefore no opportunity of inspecting it, but I was told' 
it gave instruction to some 100 children, and had a daily attendance »f 
from 60 to 70. Up to the time of this poojah there had been an Eng
lish teacher at the school, but partly because the putneedar had, on the 
'dmih of his son, withdrawn his subscription towards the salary of'this 
teaeher, and partly becaa|| «f a real or pretended vulgar fear of the intro
duction of Christianity by means of teaching Eoghsh, inducing others to 
withdraw their subaeriptioos, the English teacher had lately leflt the 
place. I spoke to the taiookdar, ami txf other*, with a view to restoring 
Î IB, and having offered a slight monthly aid opyself towards that end, I 
h«|te it maybe aooomptiahed. 

Hearaloil Miane aeems an intelligent wt^ intentioaed mau^ and the 
viUag«i and the idHdntaots of Maneoor, had tlie air of being ander a mild 
laiadiord, who uh^ rarid ŝ on the spot almost throa^ioiit the year, and 

c 
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eeems quite acquainted with the Affuira of hie estate, is himself probably 
the main spring of their well-being. He has made, he told me, and I 
saw same signs of it, a good pucka road, connecting Maneoor witii HXB 
Onind Tronk Road, and the office of the Deputy-Magistrate at Bood-
Bood, and he posaesaes a capital house and very pî etty garden called' 
the Lall Ba '̂h, at Maneoor, where I hope some day to make a better 
acquaintance with him. 

November 2nd and 3rrf.—Maneoor to Burdwan 24 miles, vii Bood-Bood 
and Sarool. At Urjunpore, two oviles north of Bood-Bood, there is a d&k-' 
bungalow, which, aa being no longer used, the post-office authorities 
are desirous of selling. It is a capital bungalow, built entirely of brick 
some five years ago, I was told, by Executive Engineer Rooke; and is 
in perfect condition, aa also are two pucka out-houses, and a pucka well. 
It stands on about two beegaha of land, which, I believe, are Govern

ment property.* I sent messages, and, if I 
• N. B. This is not the oiww. - . , , w , „ , 

do not receive answers to these, I shall send 
purwannaha tu the neighbouring zemindara, to know if they desire 
to purchase the bungalow ; and if they do not, I scarcely know who will ; 
and I do not think they will purchase, for the bungalow does not stand 
in any sufficient proximity to any considerable village of theirs, to enable 
them to turn it to any use. Perhaps the Joint-Magiatrate of Bood-
Bood might be able, by the exercise of legitimate influence, to convert it 
into a school for the neighbouring villages,—the Government presenting 
the bungalow for so long as the school might be kept up, on condition 
of those who benefit by it, paying for the teachers, &c., and keeping tile 
bungalow and its out-houses, &c. in repair ?' There is a difficulty bow-
ever in creating a school in the fact, above stated, of the distance of the 
bungalow from any considerable village, and in that of there being al
ready a large school at Maneoor, three or four miles distant, maintained 
in great part by Heeraloil Misree, the principal landholder thereabouts. 

At Bood>Bood I had an encamping ground to inspect. It had btm 
at least twice or perhaps three times mea8ii||fl before. Once by Mr. 
Collector Puwson in 1854»5&, ouce by Deputy-CoUector GoUm iuriimff 
in about 1856, «nd once by Depaty-CoUector Poomo Cbuoder Baaci;}ya 
in the survey time. But ntmeof these measofeiaents were oorreo% 
i«oord«d any where, «o M to be traceable on loeti invettagatioa. Tiiat 
iMwevnr of Golam Awuff presented two moaiid* of earth idhich tbe 
vWkl̂ ni deckred to be boanduies, aad it seemed likeiy best to A ^ 
M to ejitrntol igiouBdi tin G o ^ ^ I tharaifne 
ia«ww«4«iid«Mf9ed adeatiAea^, md dem««»ted «itb bamboo poals. 
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to be fierea^r replaced by brick pUlars, the eMcanipio|r ground M nearly 
as. could be in accordance with these mounds, and found an area of 
beegbas 38 being somewhat in excess of the minimum space required. 
There is one pucka well inside, and auother just outside this area, and 
both were said to give a plentiful supply of good drinking water. The 
ground is level, but neither raised nor drained, and at least one half of 
it has been under cultivation this season, and more than that is said 
always to have been brought-under cultivation in seasons with an average 
supply of rain. Mr. Pearson estimated the cost of only raising this 
ground, (which he measured to contain an area of but 14 beeghas, 13 
cottahs, 4 chittacks,) to the extent of 3 feet, at Rupees 890-12-1. At 
this rate the cost of raising the present area of 88 beeghas would be 
about Rupees 2,400 ; if it were raised with a slope on all sides-from the 
centre, sufficient drainage would be effected by the act of raising. And 
then occurs the question, is the land to be kept wholly free from culti
vation in future ? A portion of it, probably the 14 beeghaa, 13 cottahs, 
4 chittacks measured by Mr. Pearson, has been purchased by Govern
ment, I understand, and about that portion is free from cultivation, 
and can of course be kept so; but Government has no title that would 
stand a lawsuit to the rest, and it is not equitable to the ryots in occu> 
pation, to direct them to desist from cultivating land fur which they pay 
rent to the landholder, without giving them an equivalent in some shape, 
and I propose to address the Commissioner in order to obtaining orders 

letter No,//(>]';j*'' i ' of Government ou the subject. At Sarool 
rtiere is auother encamping ground. It lies low, and must be very 
damp, but is not, I should think, for any length of time under water in 
the rainy season. It is level, but has no drainage. The cost of raising 
it a foot, (the area then measured being 18 beeghas, 13 cottahs, 8 chittacks) 
was estimated by Mr. Collector Pearson at Rs. 310'14-I0. The area 
now found is beeghas 24-12, or 242 X 160 yards, and at the above rate 
theMirt of raising it would be Rupees 465; the drainage might be 
effected sufficiently in t^*procesB of raising it, and without much extra 
expenee, I should suppose. There is a capital pucka 'well, furnishing 
•bundanee of good drinking water, on the ground, and it is quite free 
ffom enlttvfttiun. It was measured and demarcated about two years ago 
iKfr Oepatf-C(dlector Poomo Chunder fianeijya, and a map was then 
made, bat ail the demarcation-marka could not be traced, and the map 
«M nuimfealiy erroneous; new measurements and a new map were 
AcMfore made, and demarcation mounds erected. Compensation bas, I 

If. B. KB not ^ irtMitM. saderetand, been aaacttoned for ibis ground. 
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I have tberefore directed the Police at the markuHa of Saru(4 to-
take care that no cuHivation is carried on within the botindariM. 

There is a d4k bungalow at Sarool, now no longer used, wfaic}] the 
Post 0&<x authorities desire to sell. I have sent messa^s, and, if 
these are not responded to, shall send purwannahs to the neighbouring 
landholders, desiring to know if they are disposed to buy this. The 
roof of it requires to be renewed; but otherwise itself and its two pukha 
oat-bouses and a pucka well are in fair repair and are substantial build
ings. It lies perhaps equidistant from the villages of Sarool, Kanoor, and 
Oorafa or Goneshbattee. Koonjobehary Baboo, a nephew of Heeraloll 
Misree, of Mancoor, is talookdar of the first; Oumesb Cbundra Lahaj 
lakhirajdar of the second ; and Dwarkanath Haider, talookdar of the 
third village, and the brother of the latter, and other respectable villagers 
of Oorah, told me that it was their desire to establish an Anglo-verna
cular school in these parts, and asked if Oovernment would be disposed 
to give the bungalow at Sarool as a school-house. I said I could not 
tell, but that if they and the other neighbouring landholders, or men 
of respectability, would send in a petition to me, stating their wishes 
about the school, and would accompany it by an agreement first to put 
and keep the bungalow in a state of repair j and, secondly, to maintain 
whatever staff of school-masters might be required, and to meet all other 
current expenses, I would recommend their petition for the favorable 
consideration of Oovernment. The question about the school appeared 
to spring from the people's own minds, for I myself had not given any 
hint about it, although it will be observed that a similar scheme ha^ 
crossed my mind in regard to the bungalow at Urjunpore; but I cannot 
say that there was any convincing urgency in the manner of the pro
posers of the scheme, and, on the other hand, they did not give me the 
idea of men of substance to fulfil, or enlightenment to desire, such a 
N. & No movem«nt hu naoe keen •cheme. Any thing more that may take 

nude in tiae BMiter. place in the matter wilt of course be com> 
municftted to the Commissioner. 

Niotmi^er 97!AIOS9/A.—Burdwan toSaneegbat Gobh, 12 miles. 
• The otigeet of this part of my tour was to endeavour to ^scoi«r, 

wliUtt the crops w«re «tiU oa the ground^ wb^her any and wbat 
dtMPAgt had be«o fMrnuuieRtly inflicted oa the country en the right 
bmk'of i to Itemood^, by iht icmovid of tiie emtoikmcots m 

In Aiiî jjiwt prwkMw 1 li«d a 
ufttriy 9e<!«n«d on the wry <tay af ̂ i « hii^iett *o«d vi IIM «M«m> aad 
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I was then accompanied by the Executive Engineer of the OivisioD, and 
an, account of this tour has appeared earlier in my journal, but we could 
uot at that season proceed across country as I am now doing. It had 
been .arranged that Captain Beadle, the Superintendent of Embank
ments, and Mr. Smith, the Executive Engitieer, should accompany me 
in this present tour, but the former has not been able to keep to his en
gagements, and I am consequently deprived of the very great assistance 
which both be and Mr. Smith would have rendered me in my investiga
tions. Saueeghat-Uolah is the starting point, whence the removal of the 
Smbankments commences. The only patches of waste land in its 
neighbourhood are a large patch to the east and a very small one to 
the west of the village towards Nobogram and Bonomalipore respec
tively. The patch to the east is admitted to have been always waste, 
and to have produced only the long thatch grass now upon it; the land 
of which lets from 2 to 8 annas a beegha. The patch to the west has 
apparently been produced by the incursion of the river since the remo
val of the embankments, but so far from being permanently or to any 
extent waste, there has already sprung up a mangoe garden on the 
greater portion of it, the village rate of which is Rs. 2-8 a beegha. There 
is a khal called the Kandar Khal to the east of Saneeghat-Oolah and the 
waters of the Damuodah which pour into this khal meet those which 
pour in through the new breach to the west of the village. At the point 
of meeting the land in the back ground is high, and as a consequence 
the water accumulates to a great depth at this point, and would possibly, 

•on the occasion of a very high 6ood, be forced back over some portion 
of the village of Golah ; but, the flood over, it would not rest there, and, 
on the other hand, in dry seasons like this last year's, the presence of 
the waters is a positive benefit, as the luxuriance of the crops now on 
the ground indicates, and even in the seasons of heaviest floods and 
rains, the loss that might fall on some part of the villages of Saneeghat 
and Oolah would bring a correaponding gain to the high lands of those 
and of the neighbouring villages of Bonomalipore and Khundogbose. 

The talookdars of these villages were with mn on the spot, and whilst 
they could not point out any considerable deposits of sand or any other 
immanent iojuriet to their Imds, they were obliged to admit that in 
dvjr aeuoDS, Uke the pact, they benefitted, to the same extent that in 
aeiMoaa of faaavy floods and rain* tb«y lost, by the waters let in from 
Ute Damoodah since the remoral of (he embankmrats. 
^MwfMter 90tk, December Itt trnd 2ii<f.->-Saneeghat<Gdab vi& 

KhuadogiMW to Narsecba^ 7 mUes. 
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The cultivation, on the road between Saneeghataad Khuudoghose,-
was very thin and poor, the lands being high, and the rain having b ^ n 
scarce; that between Khundoghoae and Nareecha was better generally, 
and in parts very good, but the scarcity of rain was the only and uni^ 
rersal cause assigned. Whilst at Khundoghose I visited the Moonsiff-
there, and endeavoured, through him, and through the influence of some 
three or four talookdars whom I saw, to revive the school from which 
the Ooverncnent grant-in-aid had about a year ago been withdrawn, in 
consequence of the failure of the villagers to pay their qwtia towards 
the school. The former school was vernacular only, to revive this 
there was no anxiety expressed; but to open an Anglo-vernacular school 
all appeared desirous. The school-room is available, and could at a 
slight expense be repaired, and as the village is a very large one, and there 
seemed a great number of people who could and would give from 4 annas 
to 2 Rupees a month for the maintenance of a school, and the Mooosiff 
and three talookdars I saw promised to use their influence for aa 
object which they said all desired, and I myself offered a small sub
scription to help it on, I hope an Anglo-vernacular school may be esta-
bliBhed.-̂  

KhuTkdoghose is a large scattered village with a considerable 
population, partly Mussulman and partly Hindu, and several wealthy 
families. 

December '2nd, 3rd, and 4th.—From Nareecha north to Roopsbo and 
thence south v'lk Chundeepore, Nowparah, and-Gowtumpore to Kamal-
pore, 9 miles. Being told that there was a bad breach at Roopsho, 1 went> 
back a couple of miles in order to see it, but it was still as it ever had been 
i of a mile distant, and there were no ugns of it, and as the evening was 
dosing in, and I bad to ride some 7 miles over paddy fields to my en
campment, I did not arrive at the breach, but from the villagers' own 
accounts, it is only injurious in bad floods, and from the goieral waste 
appearance of the country between Nareecha and Roopsho, confessed
ly representing the condition of the lands for years, it must always have 
been more or leas subject to injury from floods. The natural bank of 
tlra river is low, and the soil is a hard compact sand, covered with coarse 
thin grua, aa which principally Ahatch grass, but here and there winter 
oiopa or rnmgo or jftck trees, aloue appear to grow. Between 
N»cecha «nd Cbandeepore tiiere »ppe«n a patch of land more or hem 
waste, on the river banks ftf perfaa|Ml 900 beegbas. 

* SaUnriptlMwIo UM ntont of l b 34 > araaith WedBoe boeh pramiMd khil {aid for JMI-
ttU7, auid • Mhool villi u BheUihiluUMrf̂  «M v^Miaii on ̂ « t«t Jw»aitff,l9S$. 
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One Mcount oMde out that SOID« 950 out of these 300 beef has had 
been laW waate since the removal of the Government embankments, bct 
the condition of the land forbade the idea that the flood of but two succea* 
sive years could hare rendered it so hard and waste, and the authors of this 
account were servants of the neighbouring talookdars. Another ac
count made out that the whole land had been in its present condition 
since the great flood of 1824, (1230 B.S.)> and another that it had been 
so since 14 years back when a talookdaree embankment was breached 
by the floods,- this embankment was replaced by a Government one, 
which was removed under the general order in 1856-57. These last 
two accounts can of course be reconciled, and they rest partly on the evi
dence of the native inspector of embankments, and partly on that of the 
ryots I met and questioned; and under these circumstances I am in
clined to conclude, that the waste land in question has always been more 
or less in its present condition, and that whatever Government embank
ments existed previous to 1856-57, could not have contributed any 
thing material to the improvement of the land. More sand may have 
been deposited by the letting in of the flood waters, but on the other 
hand the greater spread of those waters may have brought more land 
into cultivation, but the change either way has not been material. 

At Nowparah there ia a breach, perhaps 20 feet wide, and 3 feet deep, 
opening into a khal which crosses the Bancoorah road at a broken 
bridge near the Bagha Bheel. The bank is high and the breach con)-
paratively small, and only flooded by very high tides, and even then the 

<lvater seems to be carried into the khal, and the villagers did not com
plain of the breach as injurious ; and it seems probable it is not so; for, 
except in its immediate neighbourhood, the lauds were high and good, 
and exhibited fine crops of sugar-cane and aroor (dhal). 

From Amdoulah vi& Goutumpore to opposite Edilpore, the right 
bank ia very high, and an immense chur has formed in front of it, di-
vcrtiag the force of the stream to the left bank; as a consequence, 
there are no breaches. 

I may mention aa a lamentable fact, and with a hope of its ultimate 
reawdy, that from this side the river, t. «., from Kainalpore to Khun-
do{^oso, a distance of 9 miles or more, the old Bancoorah road 
WH, even ao late in the season, and after a remarkably scant rainy sea'-
ton, ia many placet only a water-course, isolated bridges, still in exeel-
lent condition, appearing here and there in the midst of the streams we 
had to eroes, aa if lamenting over the d^ îradatlon of having become 
things to be sroided, instead of to be made use of. 
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I had a visit from the z^'uidar, Tarrucknauth Base, of Kamaipore, 
and others (^ his fitmiiy and following. Their grievances ia so &r as th* 
embankmenl^ were coucerned, resolved themselves into two; First; that a 
zemindaree embankment, which was said to have efficiently protected 
the lauds in front of the village, had been removed, and compensation 
for such removal had been refused, as it had been under orders of the 
Board of Revenue, (vide Commissioner's letter NoJ)$1) of date*'//5,b) j aad, 
secondly, that the waters of the Damoodah entering the breach be
tween Beechkarah and Saneeghat-Qolah, and passing through Koomar 
Dhihee and Boro Bheels into the Oochah nullah and receiving in thdr 
course additional waters from the Kandar Khal, and from breaches at 
Roopsho and Nowparah, form at Kamalpore, where the Oochah nuUah 
falls into the Damoodah, a body of water which in high floods spreads 
all over the Kamalpore zemindaree, and either carries off or destroys 
the year's cropo, and leaves a deposit of sand which injures the zemin
daree land permanently. That there are some hundreds (four or five) of 
beegbas of very poor and partly waste lands behind where the zeroiji' 
daree embankment once ran, is a fact; but it is also a fact, that there are 
very fair winter crops on the greater part of these lands, and unless the 
zemindaree embankment, that formerly ran here, was better than 
most of such works, I doubt the lands having been better protected or 
having been thereby in a better condition formerly than now, especially 
as there are other lands in the neighbourhood in the same predicament, 
which are not asserted to have been injured by the removal of the em
bankments ; but I have no means of forming a reliable judgment. L 
suppose the truth to be that some injury has been done, probably a gene
ral, but not great deterioration of soil has taken place through deeper 
deposits of sand, but to what extent it is impossible now to say. 

So far as regards the first grievance, the second is one on the cause of 
which an Engineer alone is competent to give a judgment. If the land 
slopes gradually from Saueeghat>6olah to Kamalpore, it is likely enough 
that a la i^ body of water finds it waŷ  in the^nanner indicated, in high 
floods, into the country in this neighbourhood, and there spreads; but I 
doubt it* having caiued any permanent mischief, for the crops around 
are pacticularly fine. On the other hand, in seasons oi high floodi, I 
can uwlerstand nutcb tempotary quaebief ia die ahape of crops earned 
off by the rush, ot netted by the w^emnat <rf large bodiea ci£ watecw 
partioikc lootlitiea; but tiiea again, ^ p e o ^ idmtt that in 1230 and 
iJMO, befoiie tbe remomlof theembmkiDeiita at Saiwi4(lwt43idabr,siaii« 
lar floods occurred, and in aeaaoaaUw tbe laat of amal} flooch, there is 90 
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iiittndation. Then was a verf swift small stream running thi>ouf h the 
Oehah nullah, when I passed it, at the place where it falla iftto the 
DftlDoodafa, but this was owing to three days' rain we haw had, and I 
am told it is usually dry at this season.' , 

December 3rd to 4th.—Ksnialpore to Bamuniah 6 w'tlesi. There »re 
some 200 or 300 beeghas of very poor land between Jamnah and Bu-
muniafa, where there has been a breach, very inefTectiially patched up 
by the villagers; but this land has always been very much in its pre
sent condition I was told, and there were no complaints on accaiiiit of 
the removal of embankments. The fact seems to be, that although the 
bank is low, there is a chur, rising to within a few inches of it, and 
stretching almost across the river, which diverts the force of the stream 
to the left bank, au{l prevents any injurious rush of water over the 
country on the right bank. I crossed the Midnapore road between 
Kamalpore and Jamnah, and was very much struck by the fine avenue 
of trees which shaded the road for about a mile, and by the width of 
the road itself: and the people told me that everj' four or five coss or so 
tanks and seraies had formerly been erected, and some still remained. 
This road ran formerly, I fancy, from Moorshedabad to Cuttack, and was 
the work of the Nawabs of the former place. When o\ir era has passed 
away, there will be the Railroads and the Grand Trunk Road and the 
Ganges Canal, and perhaps some other such great works to attest our 
power and the beneficence of our rule, but these are late creations, and 
it Cannot but have injured us by contrast in the eyes of our native sub
jects, that we should have permitted public works like this road to 
Cuttack to have died from mere inanition. The grand avenues, the 
frequent tanks and seraies, and the broad road, all decayi4ig and be
coming every year less useful, must have given rise to contrasts in the 
eyes of the country between the "Nawabi Ammul" and that of the 
Company Bahadobr, little favorable to the vaunted paternal administra
tion of the latter. 

December bth to 9th.—Bamuniab viA Hijulnab, Hurrypore, Raipore, 
Bongram, Oopalnaggur, Teandool, Dukkinkool, and Boro to Shadee-
pore, 16 miles. I had visited Batnuniah last year, and have now ACCOIA-

pliated, what I then detetmined, a visit to the villages above mention
ed, which were(in August last) said to be those most injured by the 
Wt^jlin rushiogin through the breaches caused by the removal of the 
emlMiiictncBts. Those breaches are three in number: viz. first between 
BffiiHtakhKnd fii|uliah; secondly, between Hijulnah and Hurrypore; 
and kmftf, between J(hiidoh<di and Hybutpore. 
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The waters of the firtt and eeeond breacbes unite «t the badt'of tbe 
riliage of Hijjalnah, and then spread over the lands of the vtU%e»̂ I 
bare menticntfd, and others which shall be duly noticed. The watevs «f 
the last breach spreafl over the lands of the villages of Jamdoboh, fif* 
bnti>ore, Jote Bobain, and Chulbunpore; and then, passing between the 
riltages of Boro and Shadeepure, unite south of the latter, with the 
trttterH passing in through the Kistopore vent>chaiinel, and afterwards 
take a southerly course to be mentioned hereafter. 

There are, I should say, certainly 2,000 beeghas, lying to the south
east of Bamuniab, the south of Hijolnah, the south-west of Hurry-
pore, and the north of Baipore and Bongnim laid waste by the waters 
since the removal of the embankments. Of these, 1500 beeghas are 
utterly waste, covered only by sand recently deposited, and perhaps 
500 beeghas bear exceedingly thin and scattered autumn or winter 
crops. 

This waste has occurred where the floods have rested. In some fiew 
places, where they have simply washed, and not rested, the lands (but 
not of the above-mentioned villages) have been avowedly benefitted, 
what is called poli soil having been washed up and deposited, a benefit 
so great as to have produced this year 20 maunds to the becgha I was 
told in part of the village of Bonteer. 

Then to the south and west of the villages of Bongram and Raipore, 
and to the east of Bonteer, perhaps some 500 beeghas have been much 
injured. Of these 100 beeghas certainly are utterly waste, and the rest 
bore a thin poor crop of poddy. The village of Bonteer however has, on 
the whole, I understand, received more benefit from poli deposit than 
loss from lands rendered waste and injured. The villages oi Raipore 
and Bongram have suffered the most of those as yet mentioned, 
and bear, in the wretched look of the inhabitants, and in the 
number of untenanted roofless houses, unmistakcBble signs of such 
sufferings. 

Commencing from the north, and passing cound the west and south
west of Bongram, there is and always has been a kbal, which evidently 
^ves a direction to thi^ood-waters. This khal, after so dry a season 
as that of last year, htf three fiset of water, where I crossed it at the 
ford to the west of 0<^DUggUr { on either aide of it I observed patches, 
tiil^ntft large, of waste land. The waste however appeared to meof 
(itdeir liite titan tbt removal of the «mbaiikaient«, and the cnqMiat the 
iM%hb<Autood, espedally toward*'Soodersonpof^ w«ee 
mry fiaa. 
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•Jmt'tlmim Teandool, this khal, which the people called the Opcbab 
ai^(kh, and which may be a continuation of that nullah through Uus 
Kenkor filwel to the south of Bamuniah, unites with the Mateer khili 
wblch seeois to take its rise some eight or ten miles nearly due west« 
and then, passing between Damash, Boro and Shadeepore on the north, 
and Teandool, Dukkinkool and Dureeapure on the South, and assuming 
the name of the Mukteal Tearee khal, unites with the waters of the Hy-, 
butpore breach north, and of the Kistopore vent north-east by east̂  
below the latter village. 

< But the floods pass to the west and south of Teandool, to the north of 
Sookoor, and then round by the west of Dukkinkool into the khal again. 
Joat close up to the village of Teandool, there were some fair winter 
crops, and a very few thin crops of autumn paddy, but otherwise the 
lands of that village are waste and uncultivated, as are those to the 
north of the village of Sookoor, and probably half the houses of the for
mer village are uninhabited. I should say the waste here was 2,000 
beeghas. 

The lands to the west of Dukkinkool are in belter condition, but the 
ryots complained that too much sand had been deposited since the re
moval of the embankments, and the crops themselves bore evidence of 
a too sandy soil. I had been told to look for much injury to the lands 
of Damash and Boro, but the crops this year were remarkably fine and 
thick near those villages, and although it may be truf, as asserted by the 
people, that this is owing to the late dry season, {quoad floodM,) yet it 
also proves that the floods have not done any permanent injury to the 
lands. The greatest individual sufferer by the incursion of the floods 
in these parts, is I think, Moumohin^e Baboo, talookdar of Shadee
pore, Jote Bobain, Kistopore, and Dureeapore. His villages of Jote 
Bobain and Shadeepore are inundated by the floods of the Hybutpore 
breach, and the lands to the south of Shadeepore, of Kistopore, and 

'Dureeapore are inundated by the floods of the Kistopore vent-channel. 
The Hybutpore breach js a result of the removal of the embank

ments, and whilst considerable permanent injury ha* been done thereby 
to the lands about Jaroduhoh and Hybutpore, I was told, that, except iji 
seasoDS like the last, the crops were yearly rotted by the floods to the 
south of Jote Bobain and west of Shadeepore. A deep khal had been 
ent ^ the floods from Hybutpore south-east to Kistopore, and this, 
when -I «ra«aed it liad even then three or four feet of water ip the deepest 
pwpt. Besides tbn, the <flood marks are almost every where apparent in 
tlK vUh^ of Shadeepore. 
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The hlatory of the Kwtopore rent-channel aeenis iHriefiy this. ' iGkitiie 
•ix, or eight, or ten years back, Die floods made a tremendouB hreaeb^at 
Ktatopore, whereupon the Engineer, itistead of completely restoring die 
embankments, left a permanent vent-channei. The merits of this as an 
engineering work 1 do not pretend to discuss, but the result of it I saw 
last year, after no remarkably high flood, in the shape of a strong current 
of deep water rushing through a narrow vent-channel, and inundatii^ 
the country as far as the eye, from the elevation of a high tmbank-
roent, could reach. 

Monmohinee Baboo is quite a young man, and it is very likely he has 
been misinformed by others, when he says that this tract so inundated 
was formerly extremely valuable land, but he spoke out so unusually 
strong, that he certainly gave the idea of one who was speaking feel
ingly, more in the real heat of one who was telling of his own losses, 
than in the feigned heat of one who was trying to create compassion, 
and he told me, and I know it to be a fact, that he had already been oblig
ed to sell one of his villages, and could with difficulty retain the rest, and 
the waste condition of the lands, and of the other villages, speaks for 
itself. Shadeepore '\» at least half in ruins, and Kistopore, once a flou
rishing town, is now a few tumbling down mud huts on an isdlated 
mound of earth, "like a lodge in a garden of cucumbers." I propose 
accompanying the Baboo over his lands to-day (9th). 

Yesterday i held an examination at the grant-in-aid vernacular 
school at Shadeepore. For this Government provide one master on a 
salary of Rupees 15, and Monmnhinee Baboo provides another on a s^ 
lary of Rupees 12 a month and a house. The house is kuleha-pucka, 
and stands high above the floods. 

!%« number of boys is 62, of whom I was told there was generally a 
fair attendance, and of whom 52 were actually present yesterday. There 
are 5 classes in the school. The first contains 9 boys of ages from 15 
to 13. The second 12 boys from 13 to 8 years. The third 13 boys 
from 19 to 7 years, and the rest younger bqjrs in their spelling.—>The 
CMtea principally Brahmins and Kayssts.—I examined the three first 
elMtea io reading, (Translations of Andersen's "Swans", ""Roder Box" 
fend " Ugly Dueling", not at aU easy) writing from dictation out of 
th«te books, spdling, explanations (the two fint claaaea) of what eteh 
(m«bi^ !««), sitDple geagrft{Ay, with miqn of Asia and Earope the 
W6 fiMit, and Aak only the third elanes^ and simple arithmeUc. 

Tht tttmination reflected the very faigbeat credit on the teacbnrs, 
Mmduii Cfannder Qbosal in charce of the two first, and Ramturaeli 



29 

•Bin^tacWjya in charge of the three last classes, the last two of which 
I eyaniined in spelling only. 

The reading was clear, and of sufficient slowness, and the stops well-
naarked, and the sense was almost universally well-explained. The 
writing and arithmetic were rapidly and well-executed. The spelling 
was almost universally and without hesitation correct. The geography 
with corresponding indications on the map was in the upper classes 
good, but the questions I asked were perhaps too simple. I presented 
the three best boys for good conduct, regularity of attendance, and 
afl< îrement8 with the three books they had been reading, and 
the presents seemed gratifying to them, and may be stimulating to 
others. 

December 9th.—From Shadeepore viA Kistoporc, Beergaon, Baham-
pore and Nusheepore to Jamalpore 6 miles. 

I had seen somethin;̂  of the spread and effect of the floods passing 
through the Kiatopore vent-chaiiiiel in Au<|Cust last, but I was not pre
pared for the scene of desolation which presented itself on mounting 
the embankments to the left, i. e., to the east of the remains of the vil
lage of Kistopore. From that spot the course of the waters of the 
vent-channel can be clearly traced by the ruin they have carried with 
them. Standing there you can see that the floods spread over a kind 
of semi-circle of land, of which the embankment forms the base, and 
the villages of Balagor. Ongoonah, Buhampore, and part of Beergaon, 
the outer edges, the villages of Kistopore and Deereeapore being in
cluded within the semicircle. The area of land within this semi-circle 
must be 4000 beeghaa or more, and two-thirds of this are certainly com
pletely waste, marked by hillocks of sand, or only the long coarse thatch
ing grass. The greatest injury has of course befallen the lands of 
Kistopore and Deereeapore, the floods passing all round these two vil
lages, but Shadeepore, Balagar, and Ongoonah, must also have suffered 
severely and Beergaon and Bulrampore to some extent. The floods, I 
was told, found a vent iii,a direct southerly direction, and the follow
ing villages were mentioned as sustaining injury from them : Ucchit-
pore, Ramdebbattee, Adumpore, Kurraguria, Peepuldoho, Dulleakaltfe, 
Sfaubaldoho, Boro-Boinan, Sealee, and Nursinghpore in this district, 
and Wuzeerpore, Kushtgunge, Shualdo, Kesbubgunge, which must I 
think be ia the district of Hooghly, and looking at the map I find a 
soGceMion of khaU, running due south, and becoming quite a net woek 
the morewatbing is made, into which it is very likely the floods empty 
themwlvea, and in the ne^hbonrhood of which are the succession of 
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vil\ngt» above inentloned> and others which are likely 1o kaW been-
equaUjr injured. 

At Bnluinipore there n a bifling Iweach, and another more considefa-
bkone Kt Nasbeepore, and 400 beeghaa waa said to be the quuitity of 
fanld injured at the latter place, I think as much as that may be covered 
by the flood-waters on occasions of very high floods but not otherwiae,̂ ^ 
for the land is high, and the bank is protected by an island called 
Chuck Kalerah, which divides the river in front of it, and must conn-
derably check the force and volume of the floods, for it is high land 
with a village and fine crops upon it. The lands about Nusheepore, t. e.> 
those said to be injured, were covered with winter crops, but there was 
much sand in the soil, and the crops were thin and poor, compared with 
similar ones in the same villages out of reach of the flood-waters. 

The amount of lands injured in other places mentioned wa&said to be 
as follows:— 

beeghaa. 
Shadeepore, . . 200 
Deereapore, 
Kistopore, 
fialagor,.. 
Ongoonah, 
Nusheepore, 

600 
600 
400 
400 
400 

At Beergaon, I visited a Government vernacular (;raht-in-aid school, 
originated by Kisto Ghose, talookdar of the place. It had 60 scholars, 
of whom 48 were present. The examination was of the same natur* 
as that held at Shadeepore, but the result was by no means so satisfoc* 
tory. It must be said Inwever that the school was only established on 
the 1st April last. There were six classes: 5 boys in the first class of 
from 12 to 15 years of age; 5 buys in the second of from 12 to 14 
years ; 16 boys in the third class of from 9 to 12 yeai-s; 6 boys in the 
fourth-class also from 9 to 13 years; 6 boys in the fifth class of from 
7 to 10 years; and 10 in the sixth class of 0*01" 7 to 9 years of age. 
The head-master, Moheuderam Mookerjya, held the Government sala
ry, (rf 18 Rnpees a month; the secoiid-master fienodbehsry Ghew 
held a salary of 8 Rupees from the zemindar Kisto Ghose, who also 
tMit to ghm a tciioel-lKxase, not y«t eren commenced upon. 

1%« i^mlifica^na of tbe boyf of the tiro flM classes were about 
equui i ^t^ Mad diatlnctly, but not with a anffiraent ebaervanee of seit^ 
tnacei. V«ry few could «t|4^n vhst tliey Mad. They wrote rapidty 
and inriy, but here again thcTc was no dittineticni 6f seotencea or ttopt.' 
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Hiey eoukl indicate on the map the principal countries of A m butr̂ fkly 
ane.or two could indicate towns. They werf a long time over a uvfk-
ple divinon sum, and after all only one half of them divided rightly. 
I^etr apdling and explanation of individual words were universally 
pxid. I gave the t)e8t boy in general conduct and attendance, who was 
slso the best in acquirements, a present of Andersen's " Swans". The 
third-class I examined only in spelling and explanation of words apeltt 
1 point on which they had been universally well taught, in reading, in 
which they exhibited the same faults and goodnesses as the two first 
classes, and in writing to which the same remark applies. The three other 
classes I examined only in spelling, their only qualification, and in this 
all but the very young boys were well taught. I gave to the best boy 
for attention and good conduct, and not deficient in acquirements, as a 
prize, Andersen's "Tinder Box," but I was not satisfied with the manner 
of the master in proclaiming him the best boy on the whole, be the prize 
boy being a Brahmin, and another boy a Bose being very much his supe
rior in acquirements. The prize boy of the Ist and 2nd Classes was a 
Brahmin also, and it occurred to me, from the master's manner, that he 
was afraid to offend the Brahmin supporters of the School by recom
mending other than boys of that caste for prizes. 

December lllh.—Across the Damoodah vift Ramdebbattee, Ucchitpore, 
Goonor and Adumpore to Jote Dukkin and back to Jamalpore vi& 
Jute Sreeram, Sreekistopore, Hunashool, and Cbundapore, 10 miles. 

My object this day was to strike and march down the line of country 
f̂ud to be subject to the inundations, from the place, Nusheepore, where 

I had quitted it the previous day. I therefore crossed the Damoodah 
just below that village, and, turning my back^pon it, proceeded in a 
direction almost due south as far as Jote Dukkin. I passed through 
the very heart of the inundated land, and fouud it a piece of uncultivated 
grass land, covered with a coarse pasturage, of an average breadth of 
perhaps i a mile, and perhaps 3 miles in length, from Nusheepore to 
Jote Dukkin: not less I feel sure. 

That this tract of land has been cultivated, the field boundaries still 
ejcistiog are alone aufficient to shew; that it is not now cultivated is 
Offing to the fact Uiat the ryots fear the destruction of their seeds by 
the yearly floods, that it'is not as yet rendered totally ttnculturabJe I 
hiiK« little 4oubt, for the grass on it f ivn very bat pa«ti|rage, and 
lMP,not the rank abearance of that oa the lands' above Natbe«jf<u;f, 
and there are no notifCAble deposits of sand to any very injurioiiis 
extent. 



Tbe people toid me that the lands were Bat {tttto&ted bf'c« ipwii 
flood Dome ten ;̂ eara baci, then «u!>«eqjiiently that the bceachat Eitlo^ 
por« v«a repured, and after that the vent-chanoel Opened, andthrtsuot 
tb0B» aorae five to seven years, the lands have remained etMtttnually uo^ 
eaUivatedi Tbe principal cause of the Tnuadation has been the veat-' 
Cbaonel at Kistopore, but breaches at Npshesporeand Jote Dukkls, 
caused by the removal of embankments below and above Uiose vilhgea 
respectively, are stated to have had considerable influence in addii^to 
the force and volume of the Soods, and in consequence to the injaries* 
doae by them. 

The following is a list of some of the villages ĵeast and west betwaen 
which the inundations pass, and a memorandum of the injaries stated to 
be done j - ^ 

East. 
Kalerah, &c.j.. 
Danga, Furreepore 

2 Puttees, . . 
Cfaaadeepore,.. 
Hunasbool, . . 
Rajarampore,.. 
Sreekistopor, • • 
Jote Sreeraro, 

>, Dukkin,.. 

Injury done. 
. . Bs.700 
and 
. . „ 660 

.. „ 300 J 
. „ 370 
.. , , 7 0 0 
. . „ 150 
.. „ 450t 

West, 
Goonoor, 
Ucchitpore,.. 
Ramdebbattee, 
Adumpore, . . 
PeepuldoHo, 

Injury dose. 
. . Bs. 200 
. . „ 100 
.. „ 400 
.. „ 1100 
.. „ 400 

At Jote Sreeram, I paid a visit to the model vernacular school uf 
Sreekistopore, which has lately been removed to a house vacated bfr 
the embankment officers. There are some 70 buys in the school, 
principally Brahmins and Kayasts, but a few also of such castes as the 
Kafnart and Tantiet, ol whom 56 were present. Tbe Qovernment 
grant4n-aid is I believe 64 Rupees a month, and several talookdara 
unite to give the schooUhouse. The establishm^ut is a head-master 
Madttb Chunder Baneijya, ua Rs. 25, a second-master, Rogoomn 
Banerjys, on Rs. 20, and a third master Sayajram Banerjya on Bs. 16 a 
month. There are six classes and several divisions of them. The 
school is not in a tafflciently advanced state for saoh distioetioBa 
neither does the diffenmee in the qnalifioations of individual scholus 
call for them. I advised therrfore^ with aabm(sstiMi of ooone to the edn-
calttHial antluwi^, their disoontittwi&oet, M tisebss and involving 
pNMdiioiw to which the seJioc^ eoald nol at present lay just elsiia. 

* 'BtmA hen. 
t Bat ti^ Wlator e n ^ on th* |(«md. 
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^̂ Mi>; KaSiaf; tbroughoat the «shool'wa« uol̂ erwiUy u»8»tJ»f»ctory,— 
bwfied, sail iadistinct, and HO attention paid to stops, and as'a con-
•aqaence scarce one hoj could ezplaia what he had been readin;̂ . t 
pointed out this defect, and its remedy was promised. The first-das; 
were a long time over a short sum in division, and only 4 out: of 7 
divided correctly. The spelling and explanation of irards spelt WHS 
throughout the school very satisfactory. The writing from dictation of 
the first-class, the only one I so examined, was rnpid and clear. The 
geography of the first-class, with corresponding iiidlcntions on the 
maps of Europe and Asia, was not generally satisfactory, that of tho 
second-class was accurate and ready. There was the air rather of a 
want of discipline in the school, shown by the ahsence of that respectful 
nod ready tnanuer of address which I was so pleased to remark at 
Shadeepore. The school has however only been instituted six months, 
and has not as yet fairly settled down in its new school-house, which by 
the bye was kept unnecessarily dirty, and as I frankly pointed out tli« 
defects I noticed, not only to the masters, but to Dolpobindo Miltrn, 
NursinglallMittra, Kangali Kisto Mittrn, and Brindabnn fiehary Mittra, 
talookdars of the neighbouring estate of Rajarampore, Sreekistopore, 
Jotc Sreeram, and Jote Dukkiu, and patrons of the School, who were 
present, 1 should hope they would be remedied. 

December I2t/i,—Janialpore to Chuckdiggee, and back, 9 miles. At 
Chuckdiggeo there is an Anglo-vernacular grant-in-aid school, towards 
which Government gives 65 llupees a month, and the zemindar of 
tift place, Saroda Persaud Bai, a house, and other necessaries. 

1 regret much that, through an error as to distance, I arrived too late 
in the day to see as roueh of the working of the school, and of Chuck
diggee and its zemindar, as I could have desired. 

There are some 70 scholars I was told, of whom the average daily 
attendance is 60. There are 5 classes, and English is taught throughout. 

The achool-house is placed in what was probably a zenana of the 
semindar's ancestors, and 'each class has its appropriate room. The 
manners and discipline of the scholars seemed excellent, and there 
was an air of intelligence mixed with respectfulness in their counte
nances, which seemed to shew rather the desire to learn than, as i« only 
too observable in Bengalis, with any education, the conscionsness of 
being or thinking themselves'wiser than others. I made the first-class 
read and parse Gray's Elegy. There was no poetry, but there was dts-
tinctness and sense in their reading; their parsing was however very 

.imperfect. 



' I #(tde tbem ii«6 vritel^e Ia«t v i ^ « f the Stegy on Sir LMtHore, 
patting in their own ttops. The writiogf̂ ^̂ iru ttaiwrwillyiwd, aad there 
was'i'ot tbe least iietioa of stopping, bnt the speHiai; «BM good, f̂ A 
limine Bialtiplicfltion sum in llnglisb figures was done oort<eot}y by 
tbree boys out of five. Fonr boys oat of five had a competent knowledge 
of the geogrnphy of the principal countries, tovras, and rivers, with corres
ponding indications on a map (in English) of Earope and Asia, bat the 
map itself was not a correct cue. The spelling in English and Ben-
galli, and explanation of words spelt, was ready and accurate, and three 
cat of five boys read and explained Robinson Crusoe in Bengalli clearly 
and well. I just beard the second and fourth classes read and parse a 
little, but so hastily that I will not venture any opinion. Saroda Persand 
Rai is a most intelligent person, and evidently takes a real interest in the 
school; what is better, he is every where well-spoken of throughout the 
district, and as he is both wealthy and influential in rank and family, 
his means of doing substantial good are perhaps greater than those of 
any other landlord in the district. He has a very pretty garden-bouse 
in the English style, and a hospital, I faucŷ ; both of which I should 
have liked to see more at leisure. 

December 12M to 17/*.—The 12th was a Sunday, and from the 18th 
to the 17th I was unable from an injury to move off my bed; but I was 
not sorry for the enforced rest, giving nie the opportunity of working 
off arrears of office correspondence and civil suits to be prepared. 

December \Sth.—Prom Jamalpore south to Atapore on the right bank 
and back vi& Sonaghurrie on the left bank of tbe Damoodab abont 
20 miles. 

Having examined tbe inundated lands as far as Peepuldoho on the west 
and Jotc Dukkin on tbe east, my object now was to follow the course of 
the inundations from these points on either hand down to the extreme 
•oath of the district, and this I have accomplished. Tbe following is a 
Hat of some of the villages, the lands of which are affected by the inunda
tions, and a memo, of the extent of the injifry said to bed one:— 

East 
'Koonch, . . 
Shaboseinpore, ice. 
Futtehpore, 
Mo^ee^re, 
EtniUiitpore, 

Beeghaa. 
. . 
. . 350 
. . 180 
. . 200 
. . 200 

West. 
Ohamnaree, 
Kamulgirih, 
Neeloot, 
Slioobsldoho, 
Cbabnkpore, 

Beegfaaa 
.. 800 
. . 400 
. . 250 
. . SOO 
.. lOD 

Carried forward, 900 1,550 



JSAt- >^i«biui.'...., v.̂ Ttot': 
Broagbt iotwurd, .. 900 

Siilee (the wfaoK) . . 400 
Woseerftore, . . 200 
Korah, 350 

Beeghas 1,850 

• " " • -

Bora-Boioaa, . . 
Si{igar|>pre, ^ . . 
Nursingpore, . . 
Atarpore, 
Kote Simool, 

1.S50 
. 6 0 0 
. . 200 
.. 400 
. . 750 
. 860 

Beeghas 3,830 
The story as to the causes of the iauudations is everywhere the same. 

Great floods ia 1280—1241 B. S. and 1852, causing temporary injury, 
aad then the opening of the Kistopore vent-channel converting that tem
porary into permanent injury, and, finally, the removal of the right em
bankments leading to an increase of that permanent injury, by letting 
in larger bodies of flood waters through the various breaches, at 
Bamuniah, Hurrypore, Hybutpore, Nusheepore and Jote-Dukkin. 

The land is higher on the east than on the west side of the channel of 
the inundations; hence the greater injury dono to villages on the west; 
and this channel is so narrow between the villages of Futtehpore on the 
east and Boro-Boinan on the west, that the lands there are broken up 
and covered with saud mounds in a way which would indicate the injury 
done thereabouts to be irreparable. Immediately before entering this 
narrow channel, and after leaving it, the greatest spreads of the inunda-
tions are, I should say, naturally, observable, viz., between the villages 
of Shoobuldoho and Chabukpore on the north-west, and that of Sha-
boseinpore on the south-east of this channel, and between the villages of 
Singarpore, Nursingpore and Ataporc on the south-west, and those of 
Moedeepore, Rusalutpore, Sealee and Wuzeerporc on the south-east of 
the channel. 

In the Appendix will be found a condensed report of my investiga
tions into the injuries done on the right bank of the Damoodah, in a 
letter to the Superinteuden^of Embankments, and his reply to the letter, 

I returned to Jumalpore vik Sonaghnrrie to inspect some laud said 
to be injured by a cross embankment lately erected there. It was ma(h) 
qutte dear to me, that the land had nut been injured by the construction 
of this embankment, but rather by an alteration in the course of the 
g(Mt left embankment made some 8 y«ars back to meet a uatoral 
breach in the old line of embankment; but on this subject I shall soon, 

L t̂or to Commitaonar J hope, have made a special report to the 
».iafK*.«6/ o ^ ' Commissioner. 
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December \%th,—I was employed to-day in inspecting the books and 
ofSce of Poorno Chundcr Doss, Oaro^ah of the Jamalpore Abkaree 
Division. The ofiBce and the neighbouring distillery, both built of mud 
and thatch only, lia4 lately been blown in by a storm, and were in a very 
tnmble-dowii condition; and ns it appeared to me that mnd buildings 
must every year lead to expense for repairs, and must otherwise be very 
insecure repositories for office records and distillery purposes, I directed 
the Darogab to furnish me with an estimate of the expense of erecting 
pucka buildiugs, built to last, say, 20 years, without any necessity for re
pairs, and, ou the other hand, to furnish me with the annual cost of 
repairs actually done to the present mud buildings for the last 20 years, 
and should the result shew pucka buildings to be in the long run not 
much more expensive than the present mud buildings, I shnll forward, 
for the Commissioner's consideration and orders, a proposition to sub
stitute the former for the latter. 

I found the Darogah's books and office records in good order and 
entered well up to date, and he seems an intelligent person. 

After this inspection 1 went to the Jamalpore embankment bungalow, 
and measured off and planned the land in occupation by it, with a 
view to an amicable settlement of a claim for back and future rental 
made by the proprietor. 1 found him very impracticable, and as usual 
not over truthful iu stating his claims; but if, as the Superintendent of 
Embankments tells me, the Public Works Department are willing to pay 
the rents claimed at the rates justly clainialile, I have, I think, ascertain-
ed these latter, and shall be able to arrange the business amicably. 

December IQth.—Sunday. 
December 20th.—I made a local investigation this day in the matter 

of some lands that have become waste by the diversion of the bed of 
the KanaNuddee into a new bed called the Halara vent-channel. There 
is BO donbt but that some 60 beeghas of land have been laid waste; but,, 
on the other hand, some 200 beeghas of the former bed of the Kana 

B.port Kud* No M/of th. ̂ ^ N u d d e e are being brought every year un-
batr«ferr«d(otliii6aperii>tandentof der belter Cultivation. I shall however 
BmbanVmsnUfcranyremkriuaadar make a separate report on the subject to 
^ S t Z ' i l i ! S » * ^ « ^ J ^ - **"' Commisswner of Bevenue, for his 

.L^ISi^m%M>Xi$S^ considerationundinstroctions. 
' J L had intended this ditf inapseting the books of the Ferosh Ameen 
of SeUmablkd, hat I find h6 docs not keep office at Selimabad, but in 
Mi own hoBM; »ad to-d»jr IMB WM absent from hU house conduotinf 
ft local sale. 
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The Ameea has just tome in witb liis books, aud having esamiued 
them and hira, I find things satisfactory. The books are clearly and to 
date written up, and the mnn knows his work, and he has satisfactorily 
explained to me that his house is not above two miles from Selimabad, 
and that it is no injury to the public service that he should hold his 
office there, whilst the obliging him to hold it at Selimabad would put 
him to an expense for which he would not be receiving any anffloient 
official remuneration. 

I have held an investigation into a claim for compensation on ac
count of lands taken for an embankment bungalow at Mohunpore, 6 
miles hence. There has been rather more than the usual amount of 
falsehood told in the matter, but I still hope to settle it amicably 
between the claimants and the Embankment Department, and if not, 

Pending a reply from the Exeon- I shall report it fully to the Commis-
tive Engineer, Burdwan DivlaioD. sioner for orders. 

December 2\st—Jamalpore vi& Mosagon to Tatarpore and Mymaree. 
12 miles. 

At Mosagaon there is a QoveYnment grant-in-aid vernacular school, 
maintained partly by the grant, and partly by subscriptions and school 
fees. The school-house is an open palshala within an enclosed court-
yard, an arrangement much better suited 1 think to the habits of the 
people and the climate of the country, and much more economical than 
that of a house and bungalow. The registered number of scholars was 
60, and the average attendance about 40. 
The result of my examination of the school was as follows.: 

1st Class of 5 boys reading too fast, but fluent. 
Understanding of ditto sufficiently good. 
Writing good (from dictation.) 
Arithmetic correct, and rapid. 

Geography of Asia and Europe, principal cities, rivers, &c. indicated 
on the map, and by the points of the Compass, without the map, gene
rally correct'. 

2nd Class consisting of 5 boys: 
Reading fair. 
Understanding very indifferent. 
Arithmetic and speiliog correct, and rapid. 
Geography of Europe and Asia middling. 

8rd Claas consisting of 16 Boys: 
Beading too fwt, and aaderstanding middling. 
Writing from dictation, rapid and good. 
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Siaipfe Arithmetic and Spelliog, ready and correct. 
Qeography of Asia, very little knowledge. 

4th CiasB consisting of 5 boys:— 
Writing an^ Simple Arithmetic and Spelling ready and correct 
No knowledge of Geography. 
Reading and understanding of it very middling. 

5th Class consisting of 10 boys :— 
Reading fair, unable to explain it. 
Spelling ready and correct. 
Simple Arithmetic middling. 

6th Class consisting of 14 boys :— 
All very young, and only knoviug the Alphabet. 

There was a want of discipline, I think, and the manners of both 
masters and boys were disrespectful, and on my first entry into the 
school almost insolent, especially those of the Head-Master, Omesh 
Chunder Chatterjee, and when I asked the names of the 3 boys in the 
school whose general conduct was the best, whose attendance was regu* 
lar, and whbse application to lessons was the steadiest, I was not satis
fied with those selected, and almost forbore from giving the prize books 
I had with me. The boys selected were all of the Brahmin caste, and 
the selection seemed to be dictated by a wealthy zemindar, who was 
present, and whose manners were thronghout particularly offensive. 
There were no low caste boys in the school, and Brahminical influence 
was certainly supreme, and the absence of discipline, and respectful
ness above remarked, was, I think, a consequence of that supremacy. 

The zemindars present petitioned me to lielp them to an English 
master, but I impressed upon them that they must help themselves. I 
offered however as a private individual Rs. 5 a month as a subscription. 

December 22nd to 24fA.—Mymarec to Tatarpore and DuUoo Bazaar 
and back 8 miles. 

I have visited the Jamalpore Abkarce Division Mohurrir's office and 
distillery at Tatarpore, and held a local investigation into the state of 
the Daltoo Baiaar encamping ground, and ddk bungdow, the latter 
of irhich is for sale. 

The Mohurrir's office and the distillery are in.a wretched state of disre-
pairi bnt tho former aeeoia of little WW M the Jfohufrir b«« scarcely 
aoyotftee to hold, in &et Jus only a regiatiy book to keep np, and h*a 
* hwtte c l̂uB own close «t hand; the 4is^ery is aboat to be repured, 
but nnleSB there is any chanee of its being remofed from Tatarpore to 
any more convenient plaoe, M mmtattutoes may require, I should 



39 

•have tBougbt, as in the case of Jamalpore, that it would' be for the 
better interests of OpverameDt, to build at once Apucka distillery, rather 
than incur the annaal expense of repfuriog this mud building, iu vhieh 
there is no security against theft of the liquors distilled in it, but I shall 

N. B. I have not as yet hud the enquire more particularly into the matter 
opportunity of enquiring into this , •, . .•< n i . / i i i i -

'^,. , . J u ij when I next sec the Deputy-Collector in 
qaeation of pucka vernu mnd build- r v 

logs for abkaree offices, SLC. charge of the Abkaree Mehal. 
The d&k bungalow at Dulloo Baear is a capital pucka building, 

with a pucka well nnd 2 pucka outhouses in the enclosure, and all in 
good repair, except the roof, which is of thatch. I have issued notices 
calling on the neighbouring landlords to know if they are willing to pur
chase, but I fear they do not require such a building, for it is not in 
a situation in which they could put it to any use.* 

The encamping ground at Dulloo Bazar is below the level of the 
Grand Trunk Boad, but the land is hard and dry, and is free from 
cultivation, with esceptiou to a few cottahs in very low swampy ground, 
which could not be put to any use in an encampment 

The land is not so well defined naturally but that encroachments 
might be made upon it, iu addition therefore to making a scientific plan 
with chain measurement of the ground, I have directed eight brick 
boundaries to be erected on it. There are two pucka wells upon the 
ground, which has never been purchased by Government. 

The area is beeghas 89-12-12 or somewhat in excess of the minimum 
of 200x300 yards required by Government. Due of the original boun-

flary marks of this ground was a high conical mound, which attracted 
my attention by its curious shape, and then by the unwillingness of the 
measuring peon (a Mussulman oddly enough) to ascend it in order to 
taking the measurement sight. It was called a muntra and was held 
sacred to some Hindu deity or other. A friend has since sug gested it 
might be one of the ancient Buddhist mounds. 

December Mth to SO/A.—Mymaree. The 26th and 26th were holidays 
md daring the pfftter^utrt of the other days I was fully employed in 
dispoaing of ttmtkSff office work, but on the 80th I found time for a 
hasty inspection <rfa GoTomment grant-in-aid model vernacular sclvwl 
at Amadpore, dirtant some d'iniies. 

The Mibel is aii|i|»i:i^ljgit^ largest that I have aa yet seen, the 
re§ittered number of^Wioiirs beiog 105, and the average daily atten-
daooe. being aaaertcd to he iiKoportionately large also. The numbem in 
each <̂ M* are M foiiofrs:--
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1 at Class, . . 2 0 6th Class, . . '10 
2nd „ , . 10 6tli „ . . 14 
8rd „ . . 15 n h „ . . 21 
4th „ . . 1 5 

105 
The school-house is built of mud, with a thatched roof, and is 

divided off into several compartments, opening out into one another, an 
excellent arrangement in order both to maintaining the distinction of 
classes, and to prcservin;; a better discipline. 

I had only leisure to examine the 1st and 2nd classes, and to ask a 
tew questions of the masters regarding the School generally. The 
boys are principally of a caste called Barooik, or Traders, the Brahmins 
and Kayasta come (about equally) next in numbers, and there have 
been castes as low ns the Kam&rs and Tanlis in the School. I suspect 
that below the 5ih Class only the simplest reading and spelling, and 
that in the 7th Class only the alphabet were known. The average 
ages of the boys seemed to me to run between 8 and 12, but tl)ere were 
tom« very "old" boys iadecd, and some quite children again. 

In the first class the reading was distinct, the stops being well 
marked but only two out of 19 boys present at all understood what 
they read (Robinson Crusoe in Bengalli). In the second class the read
ing was indifferent, the understanding nil. In both classes the spell
ing was ready and correct, and the explanation of words generally right. 
Writing from dictation was also very clear and rapid, especially in the 
second class. Simple arithmetic was correctly but not rapidly summed 
in both classes. 

The Geography, with corresponding indications on the maps of 
Europe in the first, and of Asia iu the second classes, was generally cor
rect and ready, in the cases of principal towns, rivers, and so on. 

There was no knowledge of History. 
The inhabitants of Amadpore and other neighbourio^ places have 

joined in making a very fair road of about twp mifan in length between 
Amadpore and Mym&ree; it is not quite fiaisli^t;|)itt when it is aa, 
th^y told me they would have expended about 1300 Bapoea upoa it. 
Their petition now was, that I should miilie :0Qv^nm«nt to consent to 
keep it in repairs. I ^ezpluned that i a | ^ fir|||(i^ it WW up concern 
of Quot, but that tho Mi^iatrate waa tt^j^o^lMithcmty to whom to 
addcvsslheoaselves, and that moreoirer t̂ tffim coiuld aot be much paUie 
spirit or private entwprise among^^^^em if they Maid not supply the 
anmtal funds to keep a road in repair, «hich tbey had foand funds t«i 
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make in Ihe first instance. I have mentioned the subject however in 
Vbjr joam&l for the information of the Commissioner of the Division. 

On the 31st, I inspected the Office of the Sale-Commissioner of Gan-
gooriah, and examined the officer himself in his knowjedge of his duties. 
The resalt was very satisfactory, liia papers were in good order, and 
kept up to date, and he himself, by name Attawal Huk, and appointed 
28tfa October, 1864, had a competent knowledge of his duties, extending 
even to quoting the words of the Regulations. 

January \»t to 5th, 1859.—Mymaree vi^ Buhar to Culna 20 miles. 
1 had to inspect here the offices of an Abkarce Dnrogab and a Sale-
Commissioner, and 1 took the opportunity of visiting >u\ English school 
(towards the erection of Hie school-house of which the Maharajah of 
Burdwau gave Rupees 200,) maintained by the assistance principally of 
Mr. Sawyers, the Honorary-Magistrate, who assisted to build the school-
house, and subscribes monthly, and of the MoonsiflTof Cniiia, Rnmta-
ruck Rai. 

The books, offioe, and building of the Abkarce Darogah, Doboiiessor 
Rai, were in excellent order, and I was much pleased wilh the intclli-
<;ence of the Darogah himself, and with liis jjeiier.il manner, which was 
respectful, without being servile. 

I was not so well satisfied with the kiiowledi^u of his dutius shewn by 
the Sale-Commissioner, Sreeiiautli Rai. Tlie emoluments of this 
class of officers are however so very small, that one cannot expect 
them to be possessed of mnch knowledge or intelligence, and 1 think this 
pal-ticnlar man has sufficient for the general work thrown into his 
hands. His books were in good order, and their contents were well 
known to him. 

Mr. Sawyer's school is by far llie best 1 have as yet inspected. I t 
numbers 40 scholars subscribing a minimum of 8 annas a month in 
the English, and I think 10 annas in the mnga l l i department, of 
whom the greater number are regular attendants. The chief part of the 
scholars are Brahmins, bift all castes, even to the Moochees, are freely 
admitted, and as low as the Bagdahs arc at present actually represented 
in the school. 

There are two English and I think Bengalli masters, and the know
ledge of the boys in Eogliah gratbmar, etymology, rudiments of history, 
aad df geography, was extremely creditable, and their intelligence and 
apparent'dMire for knowledge very remarkable. 

The baf** manner* too, and their discipline were alike good, and the 
mode of teaching of the head-tbaster, and his own acquiremeoti and 
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intelKgeacA, shewed that be vas the person to whom the chief «redit ot 
the Rchool WM doe. The schoul-house is a most substantial baitdin|̂ y 
and adtnirabijr clean and neat. 

Jinuary 6th to 8^h.—Culaa to Dhoba 5 miles. I bad not intendAl 
making any stay having no particular business here, but »n accident to my' 
baggage in crossing the Khurrih Nuddee unavoidably detained me, and 
I was afterwards glad of the opportunity of getting through an accnmu* 
latiou of civil suit pleadings. 

Here was once the celebrated Dhoba sugar factory, which employed 
upwards of 1000 skilled labourers, was worked by steam, and covered a 
large area of laud with buildings, comprising one three-storied, and three 
two-storied houises, and upwards of 50 pucka store-houses. Of these, 
which were all in existence, and in full use not more than 11 years back, 
only two houses, one of them quite out of repair, and both fast disap
pearing, and the factory chimney remain to tell of the colonization and 
industry that once flourished. The history of their decay seems to 
be, that the original founder and sole proprietor retired with a fortune, 
selling his property to a number of persons or to the firm of Alexander 
and Co., and that after the failure of this latter house, no one was 
found with capital or will to carry on the factory. 

It is not promising for the future of European colonisation in India 
to have to monrn, like sentimental tourists in this early stage of it, over 
rains, instead of having to retreat in disgust before the "fumum et 
opes strepitumque" of factory chimneys, just commencing to smoke, or 
brioks and mortar tn London suburban freshness; but I imagine that 
the dowofal of the Dhoba concern was owing chiefly to the sudden fall 
in the price of sugar generally, which occurred some 10 or 12 yeu« 
bwk, rendering the returns from its manufacture in this country in-
•affioient to give any profit on the outlay, and not to any want of energy 
or carefulness or capital on the part of the last proprietors of the 
concern. 

January 9th to VHh.—Dhoba to PoorbostuUee U mile«< At Poorbos-
toSlee I bad to inspect the books of a Sale-Commissioner, Bannetsnr 
Banerjya. He has been 10 years in office, and I found his books in 
good order, and entered up to date, and himself to be weU acquainted 
with his business, and generally intelligent. 

At this place there is a Missionary eehotd, auder charge of Mr. 
Hftsell, ot the Church Missionary Society, at Kishnegore. It has been 
e^aUisbed 8 years, but comparing it with the Govwniaent graot^n-aid 
sohocda that I have inspeeted ^wwheve, I caaaot wy that the progress 
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of the boys is rendered favorable by the contrast, but the school has 
only Utely had the benefit of more than one master, and the nniDber of 
boys had always becu very great, unci now amounts to 129, with an aver
age daily attendance of 104, and is increasing. All castes, as low as 
the Tanties, are plentifully represented, and there does not appear to be 
any unwilliogness on the part of boys of higher caste to be brought in 
contact with those of lower castes, and the fact of the former descrip
tion of boys being permitted to attend the school involves the consent 
of their parents to their being treated only on an equality with lower 
castes boys. 

In more than one of the Government grant-in-aid schools, that I 
have visited, I have observed the influence of caste, and the evident 
desire and power of the higher castes to exclude the lower. The de
sire is easily accounted for, the power lies in the comparatively greater 
wealth of the higher caste families, enabling them first by the institu
tion and principal support of the schools, to influence, if not to direct, 
their management, and, secondly, to furnish the great majority of 
scholars. Families below the rank of Kayasts have rarely the means 
to pay even the few annas required per month for their children's 
schouiing. At schools such as that established by the Church Missio
nary Society at PoorbostuUee no schooling fees are required, and boys 
of all castes are admitted freely. * There is one Christian and one 
Heathen teacher, and no distinctions, that I could observe or hear of, 
are made between the castes. They sit side by side, and the best and 
Most intelligent boys are those who receive the mort distinctiou. 

It seems to me that a very severe blow is thus being inflicted upon 
caste distinctions. Boys of all castes are hereby taught, that the only 
distinctions between them are those of good conduct and superior ap
plication or intelligence, as opposed to the dpposite qualities, and it 
must tend to destroy mere birthright distinctions when boys are brought 

' in the habit of considering other and better distinctions superior to 
them. 

January 1 llh to 15//i.—PoorbostuUee to Oopeepore 3 miles. Whilst 
encamped here, I was engaged in the settlement of Chnip-KastosaJI, 
Tonjee mehal. No. 

The real name of the cliur I found to be K&ntalipaka and the name 
erroneously assigned to it pat me to great inconvenience, by causing 
me to pitch my tents near the village of Kastosallee, or Costallee, 
which I found to be ^ least S miles across the old bed of the Bbagiruttee 
trota the chur in c^nestion. 
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T should not mention this fact, if it were not for the eircitostatic» 
that in this and in the only other settlement in which I have this 
season engaged, I have been misled by a misnorner given to the 
«ettlenient, and I therefore think the fact deserving of being broaght 
to the notice of the Board and the Cormnissioner. In proceeding to 
revise the settlement of Daveepore in November last, I literally had the 
the greatest difficulty in finding the settlement lands when within 
only four miles of them, because the name of Dabeepore was only an an
cient alias to one, and that not the most important, of the villages inclu
ded in the settlement. 

I had some difficulty at first iu tracing the chur lands, in consequence 
of encroachments of the river at the point where the former measure
ments commenced. I succeeded however at last in tracing the boun
daries, and having made a scientific tracing and ascertained the rates of 
the dififerent description of the lands of the settlements, I left my assist
ant Mr. Ouseiey, whom I had been directed by the Commissioner to 
employ in soiut: sort of Moffusil work which would teach him Collec-
torate business, to conclude the testing of the Ameen's dags, of measure
ment, which was all that remained to be done. 

The settlement will be very .shortly entirely completed, for although 
N. B. It is pending B cMwoleut of considerable extent in point of quantity 

from ths Mah»raj»h of Burdw»... ^f ]f^tn\s, it is not at all complicated. 
Whilst at Coxiallee 1 endeavoured to arranjie amicably several long 

stiindiug disputes and suits between M. Liotard, the present proprietor 
of the Coxiallee indigo factory, and the talookdars of a neighbouring 
place, Meertolla. 1 did not succeed in making any present amicable 
arrangement, but I believe that 1 laid the foundation of something of 
the .̂ ort. 

January \6th to ITHA.-r-Gopecpore to Majdea/h 6 miles. At Majdeah 
I had to investigate into the fact of additional lands ready for settle
ment, whicli I had reason to suppose had accreted to the chur of that 
name, settled permanently in the year 1288. 

I found that perhaps 100 beeghas had been added to the chur, hat it 
wi\s all at present covered with sand, or patches of long reed grass, and 
not fit for cultivation or assessment; it was represented to me alto VT 
the zemindar of Majdeah, that other churs included in the same lot as 
this one had lost even more land than this chnr has gained; it did not 
i^peir to me neeessarf jnst at present to enquire into this fact, the ac-
eretioa of chnr Majdeah not being at present fit for settlement, I 
thftrefore {trupose simply to hold a robookaree^ recoirding that there axe 
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accretioti8 to chur Majdeikh, and directing that after nn intervit] oS two 
years these accretions shall be again inspected, and that if they are then 
ready for settlement, any objections to their being settled may then be 
heard and decided. 

It appeared to me that it wdfuld be waste of time and money to en> 
tertain and investigate objections hnving reference to laud from which 
no revenue could now or might ever be payable to Qovarumeiit. 

January ISih to 20/A.— Majdeah viA JBliowsing Fa;tory to Cutwa, 
16 miles. At Bhowising, there is a capital two storied pucka house, which 
was the residence of the former proprietors of the Bhowsing sugar 
works. The general depreciation in the price of the sugar, which I un-
derstand took place 10 or 13 years ago, led to the abandonment of 
these, together with other sugar works, and the proprietor's house is 
now forlorn and tumble-down, and the works converted to the use of a 
native indigo factory. Having reached Cutwa I may here mention 
that there is the making of a very good road between Culna and 
Cutwa, a distance of perhaps 40 miles, principally along the banks of 
the Bhagirnttee. Only one bridge requiring any considerable outlay, 
that across the Kurrih Nuddec, seemed to roe requisite, and the road 
generally seemed hard and firm, and not subject to inundation. There, 
seemed to be considerable traffic upon it, and the river traffic, except in 
the rainy season, is so much longer, and so tedious and uncertain on 
account of shallows, and perhaps so comparatively unsafe from plun
derers, that probably the existence of a good road would to a great 
eltent replace the river by a land traffic, and there are a great many 
factories and considerable villages on the road. 

At Cutwa, I visited the school and the town, and inspected the 
offices of the Deputy-Collector Koar Hurrendra Krisna, the Abkaree 
Darogah, Radhamadub Dutt, and the Sale-Commissioner, Thakoor Doss 
Sain. 

The school has been established, and a capital pucka bungalow, well 
furnished, and kept exquisitely neat and orderly, for it built, at an ex
pense, I was told, of some 4000 Rupees, entirely by the inhabitants of 
Cutwa, and within the last two years the excellent Deputy-Magistri^e 
origiooting and principally siutaining the Institution. English and the 
Vemacalar are both taaght. 

There are 82 schoUrs, and a daily attandance of about 72. The school 
is kept np by •ubwsriptions and school feei. About one-half the boy* 
are of tbe Bnifamia caste, the rest are prindpilljr Kayasts and BaoAeahs, 
but thtte are a few of a caate aa low as the fSaaties. There are three 
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Engysli teachers and one pundit, on salaries of Rupees S5, 13, 6 an^ 
8 a mouth respectively. 

I examined the first class thoroughly in reading, grammar, spelling, 
explanation of readiug, and the rudiments of geography in English. 
The result was mcfst satisfactory, especiaiiy, aud more so than I have 
seen it elsewhere, in the explanation of what was read, the boys having 
evidently been taught to think and recollect what they read. 

The town of Catwa is becoming under the care of the Deputy-Magis
trate, aided by the members of the Punchayet, under the Chowkeedaree 
Tax Act, quite a model town. The chief street of the town has an 
admirable pucka road aud pucka drains throughout, and these im
provements are being extended throughout all the town, and to the 
roads in the immediate neighbourhood of it. They have even lamps 
in the town, not mnny it is true, but enough to be the first step to 
more, especially if those in existence are lighted at the private expense 
of individuals. There is a very efficent looking Police, in an uniform 
of red turbans nnd saehes, and armed all with a police truncheon of 
one make and form. Tliey are under a sort of drill too, a tremendous 
swell of a jemadar pronouncing words of command in a new version 
of the English language, which however answers its end, quite as well 
as any words that an Englishman would recognize as belonging to his 
language. 

I dare say under all this parade, the individual hearts of the police 
are not more courageous in these than iu other policemen of the same 
genus, but discipline of any sort must, I think, be admitted to supply Jo 
some not inconsiderable extent at once the place of courage iu the dis
cipline and the idea of prowess in those agaiuft whom they may be 
ctdled to act, and, as the Deputy Magistrate remarked to me, I dare 
•ay his police are not individually more courageoiis than others iu 
Lower. Bengal, but their red caps and sashes, and model truncheons, 
inspire more fear than the slatternly attire of most policemen. The-
Bepnty-Magistrate tells me that the better discipline and dress of his 
police, the paoka drainage and roads of his town, the school and 
(ohool'')ioua«> and other such improvements have been made almost 
•olely ttt the expense of the inhabitants of Cutwa, and that to meet 
these expenses upwards of 9000 B«. have been raised by subscrip-
tioDS only, and the CVowkeedaree Tax has been increased from 55 to 
above 300 BS. a month within the last two yeara. These facta teem 
taij^e to reflect almost equal credit on the 0^^-Ma{^Stra.te and on 
^ « town's people of Cotws, md tbcrtigh it is out of mj province, I 
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hope I shal], on tliis account, be excused for eutering them ia my 
journal. 

The ofSce of the Abkaree Darogah of the Cutwa division, Radha-
madab Dutt, was in excellent order, and this of&cer seems to havn so far 
redeemed the negligence on account of which he was removed from the 
Burdwari to the Cutwa division, as a punishment, involving a reduc
tion of 10 Rs. a month of pay, that I shall consult, with the Deputy-
Collector in charge of the Abkarree meha), on the point of restoring 
him to his former situation, and this the more especially that his suc
cessor, Bonomnllee Mookerjee, has not, I understand, given entire satis
faction.* 

The books of the Sale-Commissioner, Thakoordass Sain, were in 
good order, and he showed himself well acquainted with their contents, 
and the nature of his duties generally. He is an officer of 16 years' 
standing. 

January 21«/.—Cutwa along the banks of the Adjai to Shambacar, 
8 miles. 

One of the objects with which I am visiting this part of the district, 
is to endeavour to discover any spots at 

14• B.—Comtnisnoner s letter Ko. ' 
214, dated Soth August. 1858, and which works of irrigation, such as those 
Chief Bagiueer L. P. Cironlar No. successfully carried out by Mr. Qrose on 
820, 2«h June, 1868. ^^^ Damoodah, may be practicable. As 
far as I have yet seen, any such works do not seem to be at all generally 
needed along the Adjai. 

*The banks of this river are usually very high on both sides, the 
river itself does not bring down nor consequently deposit such masses 
of sand as the Damoodah, and along the banks the lauds having given 
their autumn crops of paddy are now clothed with spring crops of 
mustard oil, linseed, or barley. At one place only did I observe any 
native irrigation going on, viz., near the villages of Shahpore and Sree-
sooroorah on the right bank, and here it so happened that the bank 
was low, and the country sloped inland, so that possibly a dam across 
the Adjai might at very little expense create the irrigation required, bat 
the river is very shallow here, and indeed everywhere at this season, not 
much above one foot at two fords which I crossed. It does not however 
become much more, so I was told, at any time throughout the year. 

* (XIM atM of tUs Dangak im Î MD reported talify to tbo OomminioDor, and oodor Us 
naotiai is kttar No.i!^^ o|;/f/>|rt^v'y pum , I pn^osc to rartore tbo VMntfh tn the 
Barims diviiion fren tho U* Kajr, ISM.) 



48 

Jamuiry to 22nd 24/A.—Shambazaar vift Camarpore, Ichapdre, and 
Kankorah, to Notongaon and Mungulkote, 14 miles. 

I strack tbe river bank again at Kamarpore, and proceeded along it bj 
tb« roate indicated, above. It was a long ride however, and I had not 
time to cross to the left bank at any place. This left bank appears 
to me to be nearly every where higher than the right bank, and the 
country inland seems to rise from the bank. 

Between the villages of Bonpara and Ichapore, and again between 
Ichapore and Kankorab, there appeared to be a conntry requiring, and 
perhaps capable of, irrigation from the river, but I write with diffidence. 
I took the opportunity of being at Kankorah to hold a local inquiry as 
to any rights of one Shoybhagyabuttee Dabee, the putneedar of Kan
korah, to be included in the settlement of Chur Kankorah which has 
lately been before nie judicially. I found that she had not, and never 
had had possession, nor any other rights on the Chur. 

There are the ruins of a mosque between the villages of Nyahat and 
Muugutkute which are well worth seeing. It was one of many, tradi
tion said, built by Shahdad fiossein or by Gouri Shah, on a road which 
ran through this part of the country to Miduupore. There was a simi
lar one at Kurjunnah, I was told, 12 miles hence, and another at Burd-
wan, and at other places on the old Midnapore road, and near each 
mosque had been a tank, and a serai. One cannot but think more 
favorably of the rule of our predecessors in this country when we find 
them thus munificently providing at once fur the religious and phjisi-
cal wants of that large portion, the travelling portion, of their subjects. 
And, on the ulher haiul, I suppuise all impartial thinkers must admit 
that it does nut reflect honor upon us thnt since our rule, these tanks 
and seraics at least, not to say the mosques and the roads, have been 
suffered to go to decay. 

The shape of the mosque would almost incline one at first to think 
that it had been modelled on a Christian church of the middle ages; for 
east and west it had on either side five, and north and south it had 
at either end two, corresponding arches of Gothic architecture, exqai • 
•itriy light and well-shaped, and at the south end there is a niche like 
• piscina, and on the west side there is another niche, like those formed 
to hoid figures of Mints in Roman Catholic churches, but when̂  you 
come to examine the building more closely, the imagined reaemblance 
itiaiî lMW. There «re the octagonal tower* at the four corjiers, 
mi 4b« three ahriues oa the weat ndet utd the entrance* from the 
•Mt, and the embosssDg of ^ rose and ftomein^Bnate, all proclaiming 
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th« pare Mahomedan style of building. The whole building oat»ide 
and inside was originally covered with embossed tiles let into the ma-
soary, the greater part of which are still perfect and in their places, 
.and the columns were all relieved on the inside by sruamental slabs of 
black granite let into tbetn. The same granite was used in the alcoves 
in which were I suppose the three shrines on the west side. Time 
aad the weather have had little or no effect upon this granite, the orna
mental part and the edgings being still shsrp and uncorroded. It is 
consolatory, as evidencing the decadence of effective Mahomedanism, 
to observe that whilst this beautiful and costly mosque is allowed to 
decay unnoticed, the neighbouring Asthan or shrine (square, vulgar and 
hideous as a barrack,) of a saint whose very name is forgotten, is still 
the resort of pilgrims, as evidenced by the numerous votive offerings 
of the usual clay representatives of horses. 

I had a visit from Kiizee Khuda Nuwaz, the zemindar of the place, 
who was anxious I should see the injury said to have been done to his 
lauds on the right bank of the Adjai, by the failure on the part of 
(iovernmeut to repair the embankments, the line of railway at the same 
time making a new embankment at right angles to the river, and thus 
adding to the injuries done, by confining the flood-waters to particular 
localities, instead of their being allowed to spread as heretofore. I an
swered that I had no objection, provided I had the leisure, to see any
thing he wished to shew me, but 1 reminded him, when he spoke of the 
pi;eseuce of the railway as an additional cause of injury to his lands, 
that almost in every place to which the railway had hitherto extended 
itself in active work, the value of land had rifien at least a hundred per 
eent. Land at Kaneeguuge which to my knowledge WM selling in 
1854 at five rupees, can only be had at all on compulsion (Act VI, of 
1857,) and then at fifty to sixty rupees a beegha, and it is rumoured with 
luach probability that there are coal and other minerals on the Adjai also, 

I examined the books of Indronarain Doss, the Sale-Commissioner 
at Mungnlkote, and himself personally in the matter of his vrork. His 
books were io good order, and he himself was well acquainted with their 
coBteats, and with the law and general nature of his work. He hat 
bees a Sale-Commissioner for fifteen years. 

Jvmmry 25/A.—Mungnlkote via banks of the Ad̂ ai to Jehanabad, 8 
miles. 

I stevek the banks of the river at Eaneebazaar, and travelled more or 
leas along them OK tfie left bank to Jehanabad. At Mnngulpore the 
embai^nients eommeiloe, but they are frequently interrupted, and srs 

Q 
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rarely of any height until you get to Sindilpore, whence to Jehanabad 
more care aeeniB to have been bestowed upon them. 

There was bnt one pince, viz., between Mungulpore and Tikoorie where 
work* of irrigation seemed feasible, the left bank being low, and tbe. 
country sloping inland. The ryots here and at Koorgong complained 
of injuries to their lands from the inundations, but I cannot say I saw 
signs of such to any great or permanent degree ; and, on the other hand, 
the banks were high and good crops of linseed, mustard oil, and such 
like, and even of sugar-cane, were growing, and there had been in many 
places crops of paddy. 

I demarcated and ascertained the rates of the lands occupied by an 
embankment bungalow here at Jehanabad, and obtained the written 
consent of the ryots in occupation to the rental of the land at Rs. 2 
a beegha per annum from the year 1261, for as long as the land may 
be required by Government. The amount of land occupied was found 
to be beeghas 8-3 8, and it has been in Government occupation at least 
•incc May, 1854, corresponding to Bysack 1261. 

January 36<A to 27th.—Jehanabad vi& Mustulla, Madobpore, Etundia, 
Hurripore, Bhedea and Malocha, to Maliara and back from Maliara vi& 
Shagorpootool, and the river banks to Bhedea—23 miles. 

Except at the breach above Shagorpootool I did not observe any 
places where irrigation might be carried on. There was however the 
usual watit of water there. 

At Maliara I demarcated, measured, and mapped the lands occupied 
by an embankment bungalow. The lands were taken in 1854, and an 
alleged lakhirnjdar had petitioned before me for oompensatioa upon 
them. The Wiibankment Department are however willing to pay rent for 
them, and so I went to ascertain the rates. &c. I found two claimants 
to tbe lands, the lakhirajdar above-mentioned, and the proprietor of the 
mt^tahok of Maliara. 1'be extent of land oconpied by the bungalow• 
was found to be besghaa 3-18, and the land was waste, and so no rate 
had been fixed upon it. I ascertained however, that tlie rate of similar 
gma lands vaa from 2 to 4 annas a beegha, and I shall advise the Em< 
btnkment Departmeat to offiu- to pay rent at 4 annas a beegha to 
wbomsoever may prove himself the proprietor of the lands. 

At Sfaagorpootool ou the right bank of the Adju^ I bad to investigate 
into tbe matter of a petition for compensation on aeooont lands laid 
wiite by the floods pouring in tbnmi^ « Inroaob in d>e«s«i»anifsa^t«. 

Ifae Isets appear to be tliese. I^amt irare not ec^mlly any ess-
Mfilment* below the lands of tbe village of Msdodia oatil tihe year 
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1262 B. 8. In that year, however, the line of embankraents. was 
carried on from Malocha to beyond Shagorpootool, and in the same 
year a severe flood caused a large breach just above and west of Shagor-
pootool. The waters through this breach swept, ̂ nd still each year 
sweep the lands at the back of Shagorpootool, and thence pass down 
through the villages below mentioned, as low as Mungulkote, being 
joined in their coarse by the waters of the Kandar Khal, which flows 
into the Adjai opposite Hurripore, and by those of the KoonooNuddee 
which joins the Adjai above Mungulkote. Before this breach was 
made in 1262, the conntry indicated was always subject to floods, but 
the formation of the breach at Shagorpootool has made them more 
destructive by confining their course, whereas before they spread 
pretty equally over' the whole country. In 1262 a small breach was 
also made in the embankments at Baxybazar, but this has since been 
repaired by the zemindars, and they now pray that the breach at Sha
gorpootool may be repaired, and that the repairs to the embankment at 
fiuxybazar may be rendered efl'ectual. The following is a list of some 
of the villages of which the lands are said to have been injured, toge
ther with the names of talookdars, and about the amount of injury 
done : 

Shagorpootool,—Okhoy Cliunder Dutt, 
Reora, 
Nurgiogporc, Okboy Chunder Dutt, .. 
Orgaon, .. 
Bhedeah, 
Budra, .. 
Cullianpore, 
Pooroocha, Dwurkauauth Chunder, 
Beelsouda, 
Buxybazar, fiuuduli Shah, 
Poogaon, . . ,* 

Total Beeghas 1,20() 

In obedience to late orders of the Commissioner, I shall report the 
Bapertad No..<^^4at«<i/.^l^!{^ matter in the first instance for the consi> 
d«attonand opinion of the Superintendent of Embankments. Anunda-
proMuutand C^hoy Chunder Dutt, called aponmeon the 27th, and ol&r-
red to pay a part of the expeate in repairing the breach at Shagorpoo-
toc^ if it were <feem̂ ed necessarv. 

. . Beeghas 

• • n 

' • ? * 

not stated 

not staled 

not stated 

300 
200 

100 

200 

100 
100 
200 
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Their explanation of the matter of the breach corresponded with that 
given above, 

The Feroth-Ameen of Aosgaon attended with his books, and I eta-
mioed them and him as to their good order and his qualifications. 
Mr. Cockerell, Deputy-Collector at Bood-Bood, had reported in Decem
ber, 1858, that, this o£5oer could only read his own books with difficulty, 
and knew little of their contents or of his duties generally, that he 
wrote imperfectly, and that his books were not written in bis own hand. 

The Ferosh-Ameen admits, in his written defence, that the books are 
not written up by himself, the reason being that his mohnrrir, a private 
servant of his, writes a better band. 

He also admitted to me in verbal examinntion, that he was not in 
December last well acquainted with his duties, but had since made 
himself so; but when I caused his defence to be written down, he denied 
that he had ever admitted the above, aUegiug that I had misunder
stood him, and asserted that Mr. Cockerell had not in December exa
mined him as to his knowledge of his duties, and had only just lookfd 
at his books and signed them. He also denied having ever received 
any orders from me, forbidding a practice he admitted that he still 
continued, of deducting his commission on sales before receiving my 

Other oircumatanoei have nincB permission 80 to do. I shall Suspend 
ariaea in the cue of thig man, luid ' j _ >. L- J- ^ ^i^ 

,. . . ^ J judgment on his case, pending further 
I am suipending judgment pend- . . . " 
ing the result of a criminal suit. enqttiries. 

.1 held on the 29th a cursory examination of the Government grant-
in-aid vernacular school at Bhedeah. There were 31 out of 48 register
ed scholars present. 

There are two masters in the school, on Rs. 20 and Rs. 5 a month 
only, and the school was established in June, 1858. The head-
roaster is n very intelligent man, but the school seems rather to lan
guish. The boys generally did not shew much intelligence or desire 
to learn, and the school building was very much out of repair and infe
rior of its kind. The explanation I believe to be that there are no 
tAlookdars of any #ealth or influence in the neighbourhood, and 
soiuething too must be allowed for the recent establishment of the 
sdiool. t!he castes of Brahmins, Sudgo)>e6, Kayaks, and Buneeahs 
seemed about equally represented in the aohool. The reading, writing, 
u d «m|>te arithmetic <^ the nholstra were very crediteMe, Qonaidering 
the TBoeMt estabHafamuit of the aebool. It is worthy of remari( I 
tikiik, us e^denoing the independence of the sebotde of the diatrict 
geoerally, that, here for the first tioie I was diieetljraaked to contritmte 
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to the maiateaance of one. I was very glad to do so iu this case, for it 
seemed to me one in which pecuniary aid was really required from 
without, hut as a rule I feel convinced it is hest for the people of the 
country to endeavour to make them self-reliant! A sort of habit 
seems to have been engendered in the country of looking up to Govern
ment both for the institution and maintenance of all beneficial works, 
it is full time that the natives should learn, that even had Government 
more means than it has at its disposal, still it must be by individual 
exertions and private enterprize principally that personal interests Rnd 
individual benefits are secured. As this is the last of the Government 
grant-in-aid schools that I shall visit during this tour, I take the occa
sion to make a few general remarks, shewing the result of my impres
sions of such schools in this district. 

And I have no hesitation iu saying that I think education generally 
by means of Government schools has made, and is making rapid and 
sure strides, and those iu the roost needed direction, viz., in the read
ing and writing of the veruacular, and in simple arithmetic, and I do 
not recollect one Government school, however lately established, in 
which the majority of the scholars, did not read, write, spell, and do 
simple arithmetic rapidly, accurately, and distinctly; and it is almost a 
truism to add, that there was almost every where exhibited amongst the 
scholars, the utmost eagerness to learn, and especially to ienrn the Eng
lish language. 

In detail, I think the schools were wanting in attention to the point 
of making the scholars comprehend what they read, and in the elements 
of learning they are wanting in the points of discipline and of right moral 
training. Self-interest, almost universally taking the form of Govern
ment employ, is considered and is allowed to be considered the chief 
aim of learning, and the scholars are never seemingly taught the princi
ple that the true end of learning is the better moral conduct of their 
own lives, both in their families and in their relations with others. 

And the want of strict physical discipline is also I think very crying. 
As a general rule the scholars seemed to attend or not at their own 
pleasare, or that of their parents, and even during my exaraiuatioris, 
where lome sort*of respect might have been expected to have been is., 
sj^md, there waa nraoh nmae, talking and Unghing, and vmy little 
respeet for the maators observable amougst the sobolan. 

I don't say that this state of things is not in great part unavoid«hi« 
in the present state of socud life in Bengal, Mid in the present embryo 
oooditioa of the Gorenunent schools generally, bat I think it u the 
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stikte of thiDgs, and is to be aoted and lamented, aad I believe it is not 
altogether irremediable. 

When one man or one class of men maintains chiefly a system of 
schools, it is self-evident that the scbool-tnasters cannot be as indepen
dent as they should be, but it seems to me that the Inspectors of Schools 
might enlist this class of men on the side of disdpUue and order, by 
pointing out to them that the maintenance of such discipline is for their 
own benefit in the persons of their children, whose better moral educa
tion is involred in it, and perhaps the Inspectors might, with this end 
in view, ask the principal persons, by whom any school is maintained, 
to be present at the periodical inspections of such school, and might 
take these opportunities of interesting them in the maintenance of bet
ter discipline amongst the scholars, and in the support of school-masters' 
authority generally. 

In the present social condition of the natives of Bengal generally, one 
must almost despair of any practical appreciation amongst any classes, 
and consequently uf any systematic teaching of the true end of Icaru-
ing. Constant intercourse between Inspectors, Sub-Inspectors and 
School-masters, will effect some thing towards this desirable end, but so 
long as there is no stability of right moral principle in the people taught, 
and in their more immediate Instructors, there cannot be any effective 
light moral instruction. 

And it is in this point of mornl i^Jlruction that the Missionary schools, 
that I have seen, seem to have the superiority over the Government 
schools. In point of mere acquirement of knowledge the Government 
schools seem to me to have the advantage, and this because they offer 
better salaries, and thereby secure better instructed men iu the scholars' 
immediate Teachers. 

All of us, ofiScers of Government, if we made it a point during our 
district tours to visit, with real interest and a desire for their improve
ment, any Government Schools that we might come across, might help 
ranch to their improvement in moral instruction and better disci
pline. 

Whilst I have been here I have ti^en t;be opportunity of a day's 
Idanre to pay a visit to the railway works aa far as Sarooi. They are 
VK«U advanoed) and th« Divttiooal Sng;ineer, Mr. Wilson, is confident 
of beukg able to ofta tfae line to Si^athea by June nest. It was in* 
tereating and iastrQ<^ve of the n«t«»« and progress of our rule in this 
Wintry, to BM the nuQS of tfa« fiwmer B««d«acy at Sarooi side by side 
with the railway workshops, and one ooald coutraat the degree «{ 
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possession of the country indicated by the solitary walled BesideDcy of 
1800 on the one hand, and by the steana-saws and such like of tlie 
Railway station of 1858, with the mixed colony of Europeans and 
natives to work them, on the other hand. We fouAd here great quan
tities of petrified wood, shewing, I should suppose, iron in the soil. 

January Q\st to February \st.—fihedeah to Satconeh 15 miles. At 
Satconeh there is an embankment bungalow, and my business was to 
measure, demarcate, and map the land on which it stands, and to endea
vour to arranjre the terms of its rental. After some trouble the terms 
were settled, and the rest of the business was soon performed. The 
land occupied was beegha$6-l7-8, and the terms settled were at the 
rate of Rs. 2 per beeghn. 

February 2nd and 3rd.—Satcoiieli to Betta, 8 miles. At Betta is 
another embankment bungalow, and ray business there was as above at 
Satconeh.. After measurement, demarcation, planning and arrangement 
of terms, the land was found to be bceglias 4-6-8 in extent, and the terms 
were Rs. 3 per beegba, to commence from Bysack 1262. 

I took the opportunity of being nt Betta to cross the Adjai to Ken-
doolee in the Beerbhoom district, where an annual fair was being held. 
Brass lotahs, silver bangles, English, French and Indian calicos and 
cotton stuffs, earthenware pots and pans, grains of all sorts, and child
ren's and women's ornaments, were almost the sole goods for sale at the 
fair, and the stalls and numbers of people in attendance were not nu-
rgeroas, but they tell me that the fair has much fallen off of late years. 
The sight was so far pleasing, that there was an air of business and stir 
in it which was a relief to the appearance of indolence and idleness one 
usually meets with in Indian villages, but otherwise there wasKftle to 
notice, much less to admire. 

February 4th.—Betta vift Kalkapore and Mancoor to Burdwan, 44 
' miles. 

We returned from Betta to Kalkapore, and spent a night with the 
Rai family at this latter place. They are most yetpeotable people and 
own the greatest part of all the jangle lands hereabouts. I took 
the opportunity of exAmining a private school the ftmily have established 
for their ova children. There were about 15 boys, and tome very in-
telHgeot, but, as might be expected firom the eironii»tanoe« of the oaae, 
the hoys were very backward in eonseqiieiioe of their being allowed by 
their pareota to be absent from school almost at their own will. 

I find I have forgott«i toneotion that by deaire of the Commissioner 
ny Asaistaat Mr. Laae waa present with me from Bhedeah to Betta, in 
order to gaining a little mofossil experience. 
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From a few miles above Maliara the jungle commences^ and it is aa> 
broken the whole way up to, and for as far as could be seen beyond Betta. 
The x»l is red and white kvnkwr, intermixed with bnrnt up rock, and 
I found many pieces* of stone full of iron ore. The Kalkapore people, 
who own the best part of the land hereabout, told me that they had 
sunk shafts all over their lands to the depth of 200 feet, and had only 
in one place found coal, but I suspect from the similarity of the soil 
to that at Raneegunge, that there is coal every where, and that the 
Kalkapore people have only not found it more generally because they 
have not sank their shafts to sufficient depths. 



A V r E N 1) I X. 

No. 1203. 

BURDWAN COLLECTORATK : 

January Alth, 1859. 
To Captain 3. P. READI-E, 

Hvperintendent of EmbankmenU, Lower Frovineea. 

SIR,—In your letter No. 603 of the 23rd June last, to the address of the 
Commissioner of the BurdwHti Division, you proposed that a Collectorute officer 
should be deputed to accoinpauy you on an inspection you had been desired to 
make, in November following, into the condition of the country on the right 
bank of the Damoodah. 

2nd. The Comtnissioner having deputed me for this inspection, it was arranged 
by you to cdmmence on the 8th November last. This date was subsequently 
altered by you to the 26th November, and on that date again you finally told me 
I had best make the inspection alone, as you had already visited the chief part of 
the country in question, and could not say exactly when you would be at leisure 
to accompany me over the rest of it. 

3rd. According, on the 29th November, I commenced my tour of inspection, 
aifd between that date and the I8tb December following, I traversed the whole 
of the inundated country, from Saneegbat-Golah north to Kote-Simool south, 
within my jurisdiction. 

4th. The object of my inspection I understood to be this : viz., to endeavour to 
discover, as required in the Senior Secretary to the Government of Bengars 
letter. No. 1498, 19th May, 1858, by local investigation and enquiry, the present 
'condition of the tract of country inundated, as compared with its condition pre
vious to the removal of the rieht embankments. 

5th. I must premise that I was not Me to find any " official records or o(>ber 
sonrces" from which I coold gather in detail the oonditiou of the inundated tract 
of country previous to the removal of the embankments, aud that being unfortu
nately deprived of the local and scientific knowledge and experience which you 
would b»ve afforded me, my only means of comparing the past and present 
condition of the country were the resnlt of my own observations, and a compa
rison of the depovtiona of villagers taken every where en rostg, 

6th. Hjr own (dMCmiionB wei« mainly diraetetl to the point of discovering 
whether or not tiie eaa4iti6n of the particnlar lands in«{>eeted shewed recent or 
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long standing injury, a point on which it seems to me that the eye is soon able 
to disceru with canBidentble accuracy. 

7th. The comparison of the depositions of witnesses was conducted in this 
way. The deposition* were taken on four main points: first, the amount of 
laad injured or destroyed in the particular Tillage inspected; secondly, the 
amount of the same lands in neighbouring villages; thirdly, the genera) direction 
of the inundations; fourthly, the period from which the injuries dated. 

8th. Now villagers may be expected to exaggerate iojuriea sustained by 
themselves, and to falsify drcumstaiices in connection therewith ; but the hope 
of benefit to themselves will lead them even to depreciate injuries done to their 
neighbours, with whom they have no proprietary connection, and when a succes
sion of villagers, miles apart, and acquainted often only by report with the lands of 
which they are speaking, unite in telling the same story, varying only as much 
as was natural in detail, and verified by subsequent or previous local investigation 
and observations, that story seems to me worthy of notice. 

9th. I had intended giving notice of my proposed inspection to the different 
talookdars and others interested, in order to their meeting me at the different 
villages, and pointing out to me any injury done therein; but on reflection I 
abandoned this intention, as likely to lead to the cooking up of false and exag
gerated statements, and I pursued in preference the plan of proceeding without 
any notice given to villages in which there was evidence that injuries had been 
done, and this plan rendered I think the information I obtained more accurate. 

10th. Having now as briefly as possible stated the mode, I proceed to give 
you the result of my inspection. 

nth. From Saneeghat Golah west to Bamuniah east, n distance of perhap!* 
16 miles, little injury has, I think, been done, that little appears to liave db-
curred, first at Boopsho, where there is a breach ; secondly, between Nareecha 
and Chundeepore, where perhaps 300 beeghas of marginal lands, injured before 
hy breMhes, have still more deteriorated; and, thirdly, below Kamalpore. where 
the removal of a cemiqdaree embankment has deteriorated perhaps 500 beeghas. 

12th. It has beoa from below Bamuniah nest to below Shadeepore south
east, that the greatest injury has been done There are three chief breaches.-
first between Bamuniah and Hijulnah ; secondly, between Uijalnah and Hurry-
pore i thirdly, between Jamdohoh and Uybutpore. 

ISth. The first two breaches have been repaired, the first only this last year 
aAd Verf insecurely by the aemiadars without consent obtained ; the second the 
year beibre last, and more securely, and, if I remember right, with the aid and 
oiHisent of the Exeoative Ei^oeer, but when open, the ioods passing thraogifa 
thm« bMadlica vffMtto ham niiHed in th« rear of the fi&^ ê of Bijnlaah, and 
thence to ban taken • ooonw first cKniotly sooA, and sabseiiaeathf south-east, 
nntii they sAMrtai n ̂ aotioB Mtb Iha fiood^tera of th« EistofMire T^t-dunnel 
below the yWtfit of Shade^wte. 
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14tb. The lands of the followbg villages Men to be more or less u^imd by 
the floods, and the testimony I gathered was throoghout conduBiTe and nnnuy-
ing. that although on two previous occasions, in 1230 and 1241 B. S. I think, 
the floods had come in and had done temporary injury, yefc the main and psrma-
nent injuries done were subsequent to and in conseqaence of the removal of the 
embankments. 

Lands south and east of the village, 
„ ,, and west ,, 
„ west and south „ 
„ north and east ,, 
„ all sides ,, ,, 

west and south 
and south-east 
north „ 

on the south of 

[Perhaps 1,600 Bs. 
waste, and 900 Bs. 
injured. 

Perhaps 
waste. 

2,000 Bs. 

No specific quantity 
ascertained. 

Bamoniah, 
Hijulnah 
Hurrypore 
Bonteer 
Raipore 
Bon gram 
Gropalnagore, 
Teandool, 
Sookoor, 
Damash, Lands on the south of the village, i 
Boro, ,, ,, ,, ,, „ „ 
Dukkinkool, „ ,. ,, „ west and north. J 
loth. The state of the lands in these villages confirms the story told of them. 

In some few spots, of no great extent, there is hard sandy soil covered by i/lrm 
turf, of coarse reedy grass telling of former inundations, but generally the lands 
are only just covered by loose sand a few inches thick, on which here and there 
thin crops of autumn rice or winter rubbec, shew that the injuries are recent, 
and not yet irremediable, and that the villagers have not yet given up all hopes 
and endeavours. 

)6th. The villagers every where told me they would be perfectly content were 
only the breaches at Bamuniah and Hurrypore repaired effectively, and they 
would be willing I think to contribute rateably to such an object. 

l/th. Part of the third breach, the part below Jamdohoh, has been repaired 
by the villagers, with the consent I believe of the Engineer's department, the 
part above Hybutpore is still open. 

18th. The waters passing in here unite with those of a khal to the west of 
the village of Shadee(K>re, and thence again with the flood-waters of the Kutopore 
vent-channel. 

19th. The following are the villages the hinds of which are injured by the 
flood-waters through this breach, and there is no donbt bat that the injuties 
have oocnmd sobseqnent to, and in conseqaence of the removal of the ambank-
BWBts here, however Hba injuries seem to be of even more recent and less permsr 
nsnt cfaarMtor than those caused by the two fiiat breaches mentioned, and in 
seasons Wu that of last year, when the floods do not rise higjier than Id ot IS 
feet, very fine crops of paddy are raised on the lands hereabouts. 



Jamdohoh, „ 
Chulbunpore, „ 
Shudeepore, „ 
Damasb, , 
Boro, ,. 
Balagorree, „ 

e»8t 
west 

. " 
east 
noi'tl 

i t 

IV 

Hybutpoif, lantls on the west of the village. "j 
Exact quantity of land 

waste or injured not 
200 Bn. y ascertained,butmudi 

waste and injured 
lands apparent. 

400 Bs 
20th. From Kistopore north to Kote-Simool, the most southerly village within 

my jurisdiction, the inundations run almost due north and south. In fact the 
embankments have often been breached here, and a distinctly marked watercourse, 
of an average breadth of a quarter of a mile, and a length of 12 to 15 miles, exists. 

2lst. The principal cause of the inundations here, is the pouring in of the 
floods through the Kistopore vent-channel, but there Me embankments breached 
at Xusheepore and Jote Oukkin through which the floods find their way and aid 
in the work of desolation and destruction. 

22Qd. Throughout this water-course that I have mentioned, although the 
boundary marks still remain of what once were cultivated plots, and although 
there is fair pasturage, there are not 500 beeglms of cultivated land, and even 
this small quantity is covered only by thin rubbec crops. 

23rd. The places where most permanent injury has been done are these. 
First and greatest at Kistopore. Here, in a sort of semi-circle, embracing the 
villages of Kistopore and Dereeapore, and touching as outer lines, on the villages 
of Shadeepore, Balagorree, Dereeapore, Oogoonah, Buhampore and Beergaon, 
the desolation is very striking and painful. The two \'illages of Kistopore and 
Dereeapore can hardly be said to exist, and the lauds within the semi-circle are 
almoat entirely sand-heaps covered with thatch grass, the sparse cultivation he»e 
and there apparent only serving to mark still niorp the general desolation. 

24th. This desolation has been caused principally by the floods let in through 
th« Kistopore vent-channel, but it has been added to by the floods let in conse-
qnent oo the removal of the embankments, through the breaches above detailed. 

26tb. The village of Nusheepore presents the next most serions scene of injury. 
To the west of this village the lands had previously been injured by the floods , 
from Kistopore, but the injuries now apparent on the lands to the south of this 
village are certainly recent, and have been caused by the breach made in the 
embankments. The floods through this breach of course add force and volume 
to,those coming down from Kistopore. 

96th. The nest remarkable injury occurs at Jote Dukkin, where another and 
the last breach baa been made in the embankments. The lands here however 
•re bight •nd the iojury done, being both recent and sKght, has not prevented 
Uie cHltivatkm of fair nabbee crops. The ilouds let ia berv alao join tboae from 
Kistopore above. 



27th. I beg to subjoin a list of the rillagos, east and west throu$;h which the 
floods pass from Kistopore sonthwnrd. 

East . 

Kistopore entirely, . Bs . 600 waste. 

Beergaoi), » . . . . 
_ , > not much uiiurca. 
Btinampore, > 

Nushccporc , . . . . » 

Kakrnh , . . ,, 

Dangab, Furrei-flporp, and 

2 puttees, . . ,. 

Chundeepore, . • . ,. 

Hunashool , . . >> 

Rajarampore , . . . „ 

Sreekistopore, 

Jote Sreersm, . • . ,i 

Jote Dukkin , . . ,. 

Koonch, (not ascertained.) 

Shaharunpore, . . ,, 

Fattehpore, . . „ 

Moedpppore, . . . . .> 

Resalutpore, . . ,. 

Wuzeerporc. . . ,, 

Sealce village, disappear

ed, , 

Kornh, •. ,, 

400 

700 

f)50 

100 

."300 

370 

700 

l.=)0 

4.50 

350 
1.50 

200 

'200 

200 

400 

3S0 

>1 

»» 

)« 
M 

f. 

l » 

t> 

t> 

,y 

»> 
it 

,. 
it 

I t 

11 

»» 

West. 

Balagorree, . . . 

Dereeapore, . . 

Ongoonah, 

Goonoor or Goojar, . 

Ucchitpore, . . 

Ramdebbattce, 

Adumpore, 

Peepuldoho, . . 

Dhamnarec, 

Kumulgirih, . . 

Nccloot, 

Chabukpore. . . 

Slioobuldohoh, 

Boro-lioinan, . 

Singarporc, . . 
Nursingpore, . . 

Atnrpore, 

Kote-Simool, . 

. Bs. 400 waste. 

• II 

'» 
• *l 

»t 

I I 

. .. 
I I 

). 
l » 

11 

.1 

11 

I I 

>. 
»» 
I • 

11 

600 „ 

400 , 

200 , 

100 , 

400 , 
1100 . 

400 , 

300 , 

400 , 

2.';o , 
100 , 

500 . 

600 , 

200 , 

400 

750 , 
3.")0 , 

° 28th. I have noticed more distinctl}' and minutely in a daily journal the whole 
of the above facts; but I believe that I have now told you the chief result of my 
inspection; it may be briefly summed up thus. That from Saneeghat-Golah to 
Bamuniah a little but not much injury has been done by the removal of embank
ments. That from Bamuniah to Hybutpore a very great deal of injury has been 
done from the same cause. That from Kistopore to Kote-Simool an immense deal of 
injury has been done by the flood waters let in through the Kistopore vent-channel 
as a chief canse, and that this injury has been added to by the removal of the 
embankments, floods being thus let in which have added force and volume to 
those before prevailing. That the injuries done are not, except perhaps in places 
like the semi-circle of waste land, described in my 23rd paragraph, generally oY a 
permanent nature, the condition of the lands shews, the villagers usually admitting 
that coltiTatioD ooold immediately be resumed, and would shortly be restored to 
Hs former prosperous state, were the different breaches and the vent-channel 
named onee closed. 

29th. I do not pretend to look at the case in an engineering point of view, 1 
endeavour to represent ftcts as I beHeve them to be, and I may state my conrietion 
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that, if on other grounds it were a step advisable, it would be one acceptable 
and satisfactory to the whole coontry on the right bank of the Damood^< to 
close effectively the breaches at Bamnniah, Hurrypore, Hybutpore, Nusheepore, 
and lote Dukkin, and the vent-cbannel at Kistopore. 

doth. 1 should mention that I have been very much assisted in the judgment 
I have expressed above, by a visit I made in August last, just after the highest 
flood of the season, in company with Mr. Executive Eogiaeer Smith, to those 
parts of the inundated country situate on the river banks. 

3lpt. I should also mention that I have been delayed sending yon this report 
by Che receipt late last month of a pamphlet of papers of 1856, 1857. and 
ISdO, on the removal of the Damoodah Embankments, which I desired to read 
carefully. Having so read them, my opinion remains unchanged, the more so 
that I gather from these papers that the country 1 have inspected, and have 
endeavoured to describe, has never before been examined in the same detail as I 
have now examined it. 

I have, &c., 
(Signed,) CHARLES HOBHOUSE, 

Offg. Collector. 

No. 3204. 

From the SUPRRINTENDENT or EMBANKMENTS, L. P. 

To the COLLECTOR OF BVRDWAN. 

MtONAPORE: 

2Ath February, 1859. 

SIB,—Yonr letter No. 1203 of the t7ih January, 1SS9, has remained a long 
time unacknowledged, but yon will have seen from the copy of my report to the 
Chief Engineer, forwarded through the Executive Engineer, Mr. Smith, for yonr 
perusdt that I have been absent in Orissa, and I hope yon will now allow me to 
thank yon for the information afforded in yonr despatch. I have also to request 
you to attribute the apparent strangeness of my conduct narrated in the first two 
pmgrtphs of the letter, to the facts of no great flood having occurred to make 
<he ^ma îMtioD of deeded importance, and of my other duties having so gained 
hjHA wpm met &aA I was obUged to give up a second inspectioa with the 
CoUeetor, after I had ewrauned the lower portkin in the H o o g ^ division and 
tbe margin of tite river with the Eseeative 'Eoffoem, whidi it was lueessarf to 
do, paitieuiariy for ikt i^eokl purpose of «ieni4ii^ npnt tbe fbrtfaer removah, 
to main v^ 30 mtka «f ftae Toitage ftVfOMi for the rirer floods. 

2nd. I atn oonsoiaaB ibat my eoadnet in this matter (in yow totter) appears 
hardly eoorteom, iiA I un theisfoie fBtiima to place tibs ahofe brief expJiawtioa 
OB rawrd, maa^fiietoiy thmigh it may appear. 
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Srd. I will aak the Executive £ns;ineer to mark dowa on the Map, and to 
scale w nearly as he can do it, without taking more trouble in the field, the areas 
which hare been damaged by iaundation, as detailed in your Note Book, and 
letter, in order that these may be compared at a glance with the land under 
flood range on the right bank. The Map Plan which has been published with the 
last selection of the Dam ooda papers, will enable Mr. Smith to do this, and it' 
you will kindly countersign the Plan, I will forward it to the Chief Engineer, with 
your despatch, which will then be more explanatory. 

4th. The plan of procedure as stated in the 3rd and the 4th following paras., 
appears to me to have been a fair and satisfactory one. 

5th. The 11th para, states the places where the lands have been damaged, but 
it does not allude to the good done by the waters; the fertilizing flow is not 
taken into account, whilst the sandy deposits are noted, the crops on the land 
included in this paragraph were magnificent, and the soil was wonderfully rich. 
It is not, and never has been, a good wea for rice crops, but the vegetables grown 
are of first quality, and nowhere are the sugar-cane fields so productive. There 
has always been a great deal of sand about the margin of the river in this por
tion, covered with turput grass, and the bank is evidently of modern formation, 
and at Kamalpore, opposite to Burdwan, where the drainage discharges by a nul
lah into the river, the bank has always been open and low, with a backwater 
from the floods depositing sand on it. 

Cth. The breaches iu the bank noticed in the 12th paragraph, are the evil 
consequences of breaches in the embankments made before these were removed, 
and the floods working upon the torn-up ground, have cut channels for the waters 
leading into the rear khal. 

• 7th. I shall fortbe present offer no opposition to the villagers running dams across 
these channels, provided the ground surface is not embanked on cither sides. 

8th. Some of the land on the right bank of the river is not good for rice cul
tivation, the soil is too hard and stiff, and in some places the land is loo high and 
drains too rapidly, and you may perhaps have seen that the best, and sometime* 
the only rice grown, is that sown in the protected channels of old breaches, 

9th. I have read over attentively the 1-lth and 15th paras, and the Isth and 
^ t h paras., and shall be better able to follow them when I have the Map Plan 
before me, which Mr. Smith will prepare from your more detailed notes. 

lOth. In 1856 I found that for the lengtii of two miles on the Cak-iitta and 
Bancoorah road, which embraces the water courses that run nearly parallel.to 
the Duooodah, carrying off the land inuadations of that river, there was no cul
tivation whatever, the reason beiug that {he soil is a very stiff clay, and is too 
bard; if it hod a few inches of sand on it, the vegetable crops might be cultivated, 

Iltb. Concerning Moedeepore which is in your district, I find in my note book 
the GsUowing entry i " The Moedeepore bank has been reformed, and is perfectly 
sound and firm, waUttd to the rear kfaal, which has gootiag in its bwdcsiBUdie tend 



here is too high, and too bard for cultiTatiou." T may be wrong, but I am im
pressed with tlic idea, that this is the case with a good deal of land about this part. 

l2tb. In' respect to the 23nd para 1 would observe that the Hon'ble £ . 
Dmmmond,' in his rjport of 1852, made the same remark two years before the 
Kiatopore breaches had occurred, and six years before the embankments were re
moved. 1 cannot therefore connect the uncultivated state of this strip of land 
with the removal of the embankment in 1656, 

T3th. The desolation at Kistopore is striking, but infinitely less so than it was 
before I closed the great breach. If you had seen this place when the floods 
were allowed to pour directly into the country through an opening 1 .nOO feet wide, 
with the bank, which has now reformed, furrowed, and torn up into deep holes, 
the river rapidly eating its way into the land, and only stayed in its process by 
the tenacity and resistance of the hard clay soil, you would acknowledge the im
provement that has taken place. 1 was almost surprised to find this yerr, imme
diately in the rear of the embankment, and were the floods had poured with the 
greatest forces, that there were small fields of rice, the recommencement of culti
vation, half hidden and partially protected by the high grass, which still marks 
the track of the inundating column ; but this desolation must not be set down to 
the removal of the embankments. The map of the levels o{ this tract drawn from 
the information gaim-d from the survey of Lieuts. P. Stewart and De Bourbell in 
1852, shews nil this land from Jotechun southward to be waste, and covered with 
tufts of long grass. The land however is not wholly unproductive, the grass 
sells for thatching and the p'isturage sustains the cattle. 

14th. The summary in your 28th para, seems to me a fair one, taken as an 
account of injury only, the benefits derived from the action of the floods by 
which the soil has been renewed and made rich, and the crops generally mo»e 
valuable, should also be taken into consideration. 

15th. I would however again remark, that it is not the vent-cbannel at Kistopore 
that has caused the devastation. The Collector's report of 1852 shews that the 
quarter of a mile strip was then uncultivated, and the great Kistopore breach which 

Th«two aketohe*, vide PUte at Occurred it 1853, and was closed in I85C, with 
the eud of the Book, Fig. No. 3, what has been since called a vent-channel, when 
•hew Kiatopore M it WM, nod M it ^^^^ embankments in the upper portion were' 
li. A M ia the vent-ohanoel I left , , ^ , , , . 
open, through whioh only a buk amoved, caused the devastation, and when Uie 
water oan psu, the water tosing all whole area under flood range is considered, and 
Ite,velocity, and noquiriag a differ- the extent of lands injured is compared with it, 
*"* ' ""• it will be seen that less harm has been done by 
the rsmOTal of the embankments than could have reasonably been expected. 

I6t&. I entirely ooncur in the 39th para., imd only regret Uiatit is not practi-
okbte to paM the D«mood«i> floods, withoat affording a very ccmaiderable ventage 
(at aorplna mten wmewhers between Btirdwan and Culna, but the determi-
Mticm to open the right bank bat been made after long coosidenitton and 



IX 

discDsnoi^ and it was never supposed that the measure would be productire ODIJ 
of good, and I mast persevere in carrying it out to completion, as the remedy 
causing the least of evil. 

17th. In deference to your views, and the statement of the people of Shadeepore, 
I will endeavour to close the vent-channel at Kistopore, opening up the balance 
of the 20 miles in other places above this point, and, as I have before said, 
the people may do their best to close the channels which the river is cutting 
into the westward drain t̂ge khal, provided they do not embank the lands. 

18th. I trust that the different ways we naturally have of riewing this matter, 
may tend to elucidate more fully the real facts. As Collector inquiring into the 
truth of the alleged losses of the cultivators, you bring to notice the damage 
done to the lands, and, read by itself, the list appears a long one. I have 
however to take another view of the question, I compare the richly cultivated 
areas with the portions not cultivated, and do not attribute the non-cultivatioa 
always lo the effect of inundations. The rent of the land also should be con
sidered, and the value of crops reared. I observed on the right bank.— 
Mustard. Majoor katee, iu small patches, but where 

Teesee. the flood had been over the bank. 
Sugar-cane. Pawn. 
Vegetable crops. Mulberry. 

Plantains, with vegetables sown between the 
trees. 

These are all very valnable and highly paying crops, and the i>addy this year 
on the right bank was very rich. In the presence of so much prosperity, the 
small areas placed under sand and out of cultivation seem insignificant j they are 
n*ot so however to the ryots immediately po.sscsstng these portions of land, and 
I am well aware that Ibis was an extraordinary season, very advantageous 
for the cultivation, and that we cannot expect to have such rice crops as a rule. 
The rice crops must in seasons of heavy flood be destroyed in certain portions, 
but I maintain that has always been the case below the bend, and the destruc
tion is neither certain nor total over the area flooded. 

1 have, &c , 
(Signed,) J P. BEAOLE, Captain, 

Superintendent of Embankmtntt, L. P, 



No. 1558. 
BVROWAN COLLBCTOIUITK i 

2ltt March, 18^9. 
To The OFFJCIATING CHIEF ENGINEER, 

Lower Frovineet. 

SiR,--I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 
fi20l of the 12th instant, enclosing a tracing of the Damoodah yalley, and call
ing upon TDe fur any personal or other reliable information in regard to rillagts 
and caltiration in the above valley not mentioned by me in mj report to the 
Superintendent of Entbankments, Lower Provinces, No. 1203, I7th January last, 
and for any observation I may have to make on the Superintendent's reply to my 
above letter, especially with reference to paras. 5, II, 14, and 18 oS that reply. 

Sod. I would observe in the first place that the tracing you have sent does 
not appear to me to represent, in the yellow colouring given for that purpose, 
the extent of country visited by me, for if I had only penetrated inland as far as 
the tracing would indicate, I should not have visited at all, as however in fact I 
did thoroughly, nearly the whole of the country most injured by the inundations. 
I liave however prepared a sketch of the inundated country from a purgunnah 
survey map, and this will accompany a journal of my visits, which I hope very 
shortly to be able to send you. 

3rd. 1 think, that with excpption to a part of the Damoodah valley from two to 
three miles inland, in the direction of the Midnapore Uoad (No. 4 in your tracing) 
which I have since heard has been much damaged by the floods. I have in
spected all the country that suffers the most from inundations, and 1 do not 
know that I have much to add about the country visited that I have not related 
in my letter to the Superintendent of Embankments, and in the journal which'I 
hope to send you, but 1 will ask you to append the accompanying additional par
ticulars to paras. 14, 19 and 27 of my above letter to the Superintendent. 

4th. And I have to make a few remarks upon the Superintendent's letter to 
roe. No. 3204, paras. 1 to 5. The Superintendent here alludes to the tract of coun
try lying between Saneeghat-Uolah and Kamalpore. 1 have already said that in my 
opinion very little damage has been done to this tract of country by the removal 
of the right embankments, and 1 concur with the Superintendent in the proba
ble exiytence at all times of low aandy lands about Kamalpore, but althoogh [ 
Tinted the country about Saneeghat-Golah in August last, and traversed that coun
try between that place and Kamalpore backwards and forwards, inland, and on 
the river bank in November last, i cannot say that I saw the magnificent crops 
aud "wonderfully rich soil" spoken of by tlie Superintendent, nor, aa a general role, 
•ay but thin crops and poor soil. The unnaual drought of the last rainy Maaen 
would account to tome extent for thinness of crops and apparait {torerty of aoil, 
but, on tite other band, in aeasons of heavy rains and conseqnent heavy floods, 
the cropi bwcabotrta are liable to be as mooh injured by the nwii <d flaod-waters. 
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as in Mafousof drought they are injnred by want of water. 9«condlj, pant. 1), 
the Saperinteudent remarks that the land about Moedeepore is too high and 
hard for "cuhivation." This may be so near the river bauks, but the flood* 
pass to the rear of this, and other villages above and belffw it, on the right bank, 
and it is there that one should go to ascertain the effects o( the floods, anil 
there the Superintendent would have found fine cultureble land, useful now only 
as a grazing ground, and former rice field boundaries still remaining, to prove the 
sort of cultivation that had been, the ryots now refusing to sow ou the improba
bility of their crops being spared by the rush of flood-water. Thirdly, para. 18 
the cultivation specified is on the bauks of the river, if the Superintendent had 
travelled more inland, he would have had to notice either no cultivation at all, 
or only such thin crops as could scarcely have repaid the labor of their culture. 

5th. And as regards the Superintendent's general remarks, such as in para. 
14, I can truly say that my object and endeavour during my inspection, were 
to discover not alone the damage, but also the good effected by the letting in of 
the flood waters, but I could only hear of one place, and I did not observe 
any in which the flood waters had produced a beneficial effect. Tliey might do 
so in two obvious ways, either by leaving behind them deposits of poli, or 
black eartli, or by light and gentle irrigation. Poli had been deposited, I 
heard, to a very beneficial extent in a village of the name of Bonteec, situate 
about the terminition inland of Section No. i in your tracing, but in this same 
village the floods had in another direction done almost proportionate damage, 
and I could not hear of or see sign of light and gentle irrigation uny where. 

6th. The explanation seems to me that the floods do not spread gradually and 
generally, but pass into various channels less in breadth than the Damoodah 
lliver banks themselves, and course down in them, with greater velocity, becauae 
in a narrower bed, through the interior o( the country, depositing comparatively 
little sand and less poli earth, bat sweeping away, or submerging, so as to rot 
and destroy, the crops they encounter; and in proof of this, the lands are 
generally injured, not ruined irretrievably, and the crops are not on the lands, 
not because they would not flourish there in so far as soil is concerned, but 
because if sown they would be swept away or rotted. 

7th. I may mention in conclusion a further proof of the general deterioration 
of the lands on the right bank of the Damoodah, that in adjudging the dis
tribution of villages in estates in which separation of proprietary interests is 
petitioned for, I have had to observe that none of the shareholders have been 
willing to have the villages on the right bank of the Damoodah adjudged to 
them, and that as a consequence I have been compelled in equity to direct joint 
possession to be given of raeh villages. 

8tb. I retam yonr traang.—Below are the additions refened to in para. 3rd. 
I have, &c., 

(Signed,) CBAALES HosBooax, 
Collector, 



Xll 

Stalement of Vitit* made by the Collector in the interior of the DiHriet in the 
year 1858-59. 

I 

BUKOWAN 

ii 
Collector. 

Parts of the DUtrict 
visited. 

Chur Klior(;eshur 
Kanee|;ungf, 

Hajeedanga, 
Gopeenauthpoor,. 

Gohogram vi& Bood-
Bood, 

doho^nm toSanec-
gbat-Golab, and 
vid Joojootee to 
Kistono|{ur, 

Kistonngur vi& Sud-
^erghal.Janidohoh, 
Hamnniuh, Sha 
deepore, &c., to J«-
raalpore, .. 

Jnmalporet to Mo-
luinpore and back. 

I Jamalp<)rc viii Go-
; paulpore to KurU-
; wan, 

i Burdn'im to Rdil 
1 pore and back, .. 

Burdwan to Ranee-
gunge and back, 

Burdwan to Ranee-
gunge, . .. 

111 
I day. 
4 days. 

1 day. 
2 dayii. 

1 day. 

1 day. 

I day. 

1 dav. 

S 

6 
112 

80 

.-JS 

•26 

24 

I day. ( 21 

1 day. 

2 dava. i 132 

l6(iaho1l &8 
days.) I 

Remarki shewing 
bow the Officer em
ployed himself. 

Settlement. 
Measurement of 
Cantonment and 
Comraisaariat Cat
tle land. 

Settlement. 
Measurements of 
lands to be made 
over to the Railway 
Company-

Visit in Company 
with the Executive 
Engineer. 

I To observe the state 
I of the lands inun-
I dated by the remo-
{ val of the Damno-
j d«h right erabnnk-
! raent. 

Ditto, Ditto. 

Carried forward... I 32 days .113 

Measurement of 
an Embankment 
bungalow, aitd in. 
speclion of a dis
puted case of land 
St Honaghurric. 

Embankment bun. 
galow inspection. 

Case of disputed land 
of an Embankment 
bungalow. 

Disputed Hotel and 
Post-oiSce lands. 

Final settlement of 
above, with mea-
aoremeiit and visit 
to Govt ecbuol and 
the cnal mines. 
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Statement qf FUiti maik by tke CoUeetor IN the interior of the Dialriet M tit 

year 1858-59.—(Continued.) 

m 

'& 

BCRDWAN. 

>l 

*) 

M 

*f 

• 

•# 

it 

tf 

** 

Collector. 

If 

>• 

•' 

-

•• 

" 

' Parts of the District 
visited. 

Brought forward,.. 
Raneegunfie to Bog-
rah and back, . . 

RaneegUDge to Un-
dall, 

Undall to Dakee-
pore.&C'.andback, 

Undall toGopalpo re, 

Gopalpore to Man-
coor and back, . . 

I Gopalpore lo Bood-
Boo(J, 

Bood-Bood to Sa. 
rool and Burdwan, 

Burdwan to Sanee-
ghat-Uulah, 

Saneeghat-Golah to 
Nareeclia vi4 
Khundoghose. .. 

Nareechato Kamal-
pore, 

Bamuniali, 
Hijulnah and 7 «r 
8 othe[ villages to 
Shadeepore, 

Kistopore and 4 or 
5 other viilagei to 
Jamalpore, 

It 
III 

32 dajrs. 

1 day. 

Remarks shewing 
how the Officerem-

{ ployed himself. 

513 

14 

I Cftrrieil forward., 

1 day. 

1 day. 
I day. 

1 day. 

2 days. 

1 day. 

2 days. 

1 day 

.1 days. 
2 days. 

1 5 days. 

1 day. 
1 
1 
i 

t 

' 54 day*. 

6 

6 
13 

32 

13 

22 

12 

7 

9 
6 

6 

6 

663 

M easuremen t,&c., of 
encamping ground. 

Ditto. 

Settlement. 
Measurement.&c.of 
encampingground. 

Inspection of an Ab-
karee Darogab'i 
Office. 

McaBurement,&c.,of 
encamping ground 
and inspection of 
d&k bungalow for 
sale. 

Ditto, Ditto. 

Visit of inspection 
of injuries done to 
lands on the right 
bank of the Da-
rnoodah by reason 
of removal of the 
embankment. 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 
Ditto, 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 
Ditto. 

Ditto, and visit of 
mspection to a 
Government school. 

Visit of inspection of 
injarim done to 
lands on the right 
bankoftteDamoo-
dab, by reason of 
removal of tha 
embankments, tnd 
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statement of Viritt made by the CMeetor in the interior of the Dietrivtin the 

year 1858-59 —(Continued.) 

Bv»DWAN Collector. I Jamalpore to Ram- ( 
debbatty & 8 other ! 
villaees and back, 

JamalporetoCbuctc-
di|;(;eeand back,.. 

I Jsmalpore, 

1 day. 

6 days. 

j Jamalpor« to Alar-
I pore, and a n umber ' 
I of other villages ; 

and back, .. | • day. 

Jamalpore, 2 days. 0 

Jtmalpore vid Mosa-
gaon to Myroaree, I d«y. , 

visit of inspection 
to a Qovernment 
school. 

Viait to Govern-
nient prant-in-aid 
School, &c. 

Employed in brin^;-
i iiig up office work. 

and part of the time 
sick. 

20 ; Inundation investi-
f^ation, and case of 
disputed embank
ment lands at Sona-
ghurrie. 

J Measurement and. 
i &c., of an embank

ment bun(i[nlo»', 
and investif^atioTi 
into certain lands at 
Hylara, taken for 
embankment pur
poses, and inspec
tion of Abkaree 
Daroga and Ferosh 
Ameen's offices. 

Visit to a Govern
ment SCIKK)!. 

H 

Mymaree to Amed- < 
pore and back, . . | > <laT' 
Mymaree to Patar-' 
pore and DuUoo- i 
batar i 12 (S holi 

{ days.) 

CMfrixl forirard... ! 79 days. 736 

I Qspection of Go«'ero-
ment school, and 
of Ferosh Ameen's 
office. 

Inipaetion of an 
AbkarM distillery. 
meMnnmeiit of 
CantoDmeDt laads, 
and iospection of 
dIJc buDfalow for 
sale. 
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Statemtnt of FitiU made by the CtUlettor in tkt mttrior of the Bi*Met in 

year 1858-59.—CCo»<Mm«rf> 

I 
BuRDWAN. Collector, 

Parts of the District 
visited. 

Brought forward,.. 
Mymaree to Culna, 

•=.5 

m 
79 days. 

5 dayi). 

Culna to Dhoba, - 3 daya 

Dhoba to Poorbos-
tiillee, .. 2 days 

Poorboatullce t^ Go 
:. daVB peepore, .. 

Majdeah, . . 2 dnye. 

Culwa, •. .1 days 

" 

,, 

•• 

„ & Mr. 
Atst Coll' 
Lane. 

„ vii Adjai bank to 
Shambazar, 

Mungulkote. 

Jeharabad, 

• 
Maliara, 
Bhedea, .. 

1 day. 

:! dayt 

J day. 

•: i)ay« 
f> days 

Sateoneb, .. 
I Beiu, 

KaUcapore, 
Bnrdwan, 

Grand Total, 

I day. 
I day. 

-1 
=1 
726 

20 

11 

16 

}j I day. { I 

Remarks ahewing; 
howtheOfficerem. 
pbyed himself. 

14 

J6 
8 

J01 
3 4 / 

Inspection of Abka-
ree Darofrah and 
Ferosh Ameen'a 
offices and private 
school. 

Brin);ing up office 
work, being detain
ed by an accident 
tobsfft^frein Khur-
riah river. 

Inspection of Ferosh 
Ameen's office and 
of Government 
school. 

Settlement. 
Investigation into 

supposed accretion 
of cBur lands. 

Inspection of Depu
ty-Collector Penwh 
Ameen's, and Ab> 
karee Darogah's of
fices, and of privata 
school, and visit to 
the town. 

Inspection of the 
Adjai, witbaview to 
any possible works 
of irrigation. 

In)4pection of Ferosh 
Ameen's office. 

Inspection of Adjai 
snd measurement, 
kc, of embank
ment bungalow. 

Ditto Inspection of 
Ferosh A meen'; of
fice and of Govern
ment school, and* 
enquiring into land 
sala to be injored 
by inundation. 

Measurement tie., 
of emb«nk-in«at 
bungalow. 
Visit to a pririta 

school. 

! I IS days. I 907 
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