


JOURNAL

A TOUR DOWN THI DAMOODAH,
&e., &e.

Angust 17th, 1858.—Loft Burdwan by Railway for Bood-Bond, vi§
Monooor. Yeft Bood-Bood at half-past 5 p. m,, struck tho Damoodah
embankraeats at Sillea on tho left bank, and reached Gobogram bunga-
low at 10 P, M. The journey was principslly over paddy fields, bat ae-
casionally over pieces of catcha roads, or through waste ground, bearing
onfy a small prickly bush, until we reached tbe Bund, whan, though
slippery, the travelling for palanquins or on horse-back was suficiently
good. About 3 p. M. the lorgest flood of the sesson, wp to the present
time, commenced, and by 6 ». m. the river had risen five feet, and whou
the flood ceased in the morning the total mse had been thirteen feet.
Botge time before renching Billea, wa conld distinctly bear the growl
of the floods, not at all an unpleasant sound when you are safe from
them. Mr. Smith, the Executive Engincer, (who accompanied me,) sod
I ware in luck, o far as the object of our tour was eoucerned ; which was
to” discover 1o what extent the coumtry on the right benk b&f the
Damoodsh was injored by the periodics! floods in. eomqunm of :he
removal’of the right embsskwments in 18568-57. -

Awgist 18th.-~We lmd heen hitherto travelling i: Th:nna.h Chnmp
noggores, bat.this motming we welked two miles the Band from
Gobogsf 1o Seondab, 8 ,considerabla village in Thaons Bagha. Fp.
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the south of this, and west of the line of Bund, is a Jarge qoantity of
chur lands, ascretions to several neighbonring mehals; but nohe of fhe
land is ender cultivation, and, although it is only during 7ery oceasional
extraordinary ﬂoodn’suh]ect to immereion, it iz still not fit for any'
coltivation, only coarse short sparsc grass pgrowing upop it We
here crossed the river to Sanceghat-Gioluh on the right bank, whanee the
remove!l of the former right emnbankments bogina. The full stream of
the Damoodab falls upon Baneeghat, and the embankment formerly

* Vide Plate st the and of the protected the village in this way®:— At
Book, Figure Ko. 1. A the ground is low, and was very much,
though not completely, fooded, when we were there this morning, and
mist be complgsely so during the heaviest Hoods. The river therefore
rashes in ot A in great force into the khal, and at C there is & back-
water into the game khal, and all the low ground of Saneeghat, Golah,
Nobogram, Mutegparah, und Benchpurah, is deeply fluoded, baut from
the evidence of crowde of people and of the talookdars or monduls or
gomashtas of ail the neighhoaring villages or lots, T ascertained that,
the injury apparent would not have ocenrred, (except in unusual high
flonds, such as there have not been fur the last two years) if it were
not for a private bund ereeted hy the tulockdar of Radhakristopore,
n village to the south of Kandar Khal. This bund runs between
Redhakristopure and the khal, and while i protects the lands of
Radhakristopore, it injures those of all the uther villeges in my sketol,
by narrowing the chaomel of the khal. wnd deepening the waters, which
thus destroy the crops they might otherwise anly duly irrigate.

We examined this private bund carefully, and although tbe ryota. of
Radbakrisiopore declared it to have Lecn in existence since 1210 B, 8.,
o tested theigeonsciences by poles and minule inspection, and found
that not above two feat of foundation were of any old structure, and that
the rest had only receatly Yeen erected, the 1rf being quite loose and-
lately laid dowsn, the mud soft and in some places not turfed at nll
We were qulte'no‘reet.l theralore that the hund was n recent slructnm
And tue Exeentive Officer will take meusures to remove it, uoder Aet
32, 1855, s & work benefiting one viliage at the expence of many.
From Nobogram we recrossed “the river to Tarpore, the Bood having
wlready subsided some nine inches, and thenee travolled along the ieft
hwk o Jojootes bangalow, where we arrived about 11, haviog been

MMF-M a. M. We conld clearly soo the right bank of the
, snd that itfhad not by soroe feet been ficoded during this, the
' W , The Damoodab ix diveried from SMlmn.
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4o the opposite buak, agaiust which the streay presses, cloull_:'.p to the
embankmens nt this time of the vear, with considergble furee as far s

Jojootee.

Our bost disappointed us at Jojootee, snd we equld not get another in
which to cross the river, and we were therefore compelled to get tho best

K. B.—1 bave siote sscurtnined
that thers is a ssrivoa breach at
Roopshoo, videll page of this
Jeurial.  Ou the laf bank, along
which we ware travelling, the
arsam of the river Lears from
Boharpore to below Kunchun.
sogore, where we struck inland o
return for the night to Burdwan.
The whols way from Jojuptee to
Kunchunnogors ia s strip of land
through which runs a deep khal
at this seanon, avoraging perhupn
a mile brond, and coversd with
the long grass used for thutrbing,
with only here and there a3 puteh
of paddy nr other suh cultivation,

inforwation our eyes could give us of the
state of the opposite bank of the river, and to
rely on any statements of the condition of the
lands on the right bank which occasional
passers-by could afford to us. From Jojootee
to Bolurpore the strength of the stream is
against the right bank, bot that bank isna-
uraily high the whole way along from op-
posite Jojootee to Kamalpore, and we conld
not hear of any brenches or damage done.
‘This fArst day of work during our tour we
Iravelled, 1 suppose, over upwards of 26 niiles
of ground, and the result of vur investiga-
tions was this:—ihat, although in the villuges

of Banceghal, Giolub, Nobogream, Mateaparal, and Beaehparah, and cspe-
cially in the two first and last, perhapy some 500 becghas bave been
thrown out of paddy enltivation, vet not sbove 40 or 50 beeghas havo

N. B.—-Thix renult haa heon Do 80 tarough the action of the Damoodah
confirmed hy my subwequent visit 0 consequence of the removal of the right
in November. embanloments; the rest being paddy tieldy
submerged, and their crops destroyed or damaged in consequence of the
private embankment of Radbakristopore, a work which the Executive
Engincer will make it his business to remove with as little dolay s
possible. ‘

Augvst 19¢h,— W erossed the river this nyorning at Suddergbat, and
moved along the line of the old right ewbankmenta in the following order :

let,—Juuinah. The natural bunk is here high, ang the land rises
slopingly inland from the bank. The country is all abost bere well cul.
tivated,~—paddy, plantains, and such like, being in the villages, and the
land around, us fuar as we coult sce, (being poerhaps an horizon of tao to
three wilee' radius) coverod with paddy crops.

Bome little time alor leaving Jamnab, the river hauk becownes lower.
bat the country atill rises from it. The river stream bears upon the
bank, aad there is much sand on the sarface of the'peighbouring laads,
and modh is uncaltivated'; and the paddy and helai (peas) crope sre thin,
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partly because of this admixtare of too much sand in the lands, but partly
also from the general scarcity of rain this season.

20d.—Bangateha. Tn and about the village there are plantations of
bamboos, plantaios, manger, and the like, and the bank of the river be-
comes higher, although the #tream atill bears npon it; the ecraps of
paddy and Aulai (peas) are scanty and thin, Immediately after pass-
ing the village the lands appear for some way inland to be as yet un-
oultivated, but we counted no less than twenty ploughs at work close at
band. Here there is a snnll khal leading out of the Dawmoodsh,
the watars of which have been attempted to be shut cut by the vil

N. B.-—I passed over thia land
aguin in Decamber, It biad not
been cultivated ; but this was,
I think, in consequence of the
gonera} dearth of the seamen :—-
therewets nocomplaints this time
here of injuries from inundations,
bot the land has evidently wffered
from them—but not epecially, I
am inclinad o halievs, in conse-
quenca of the remowal of the
smbankmaeota.

lagers by a short bund, lately erected. The
evidencc of ryots of the neighbouring villages
went to shew that abouf 100 beeghas of land
hereabonts had always since 1230 B. 8.,
been more or less injured by deposits of
sand, left by the Roods of the Demoodah,
but that sinee the destruction of the right
ombankments, sonie 500 beeghas had been
more permanently injured. There is a chur

here which seems to act as a kind of break-
water, otherwise the rush of flood-water into this khal would be muel:
greater and more disastrous.

drd.~Jaktah, Joykisden Mookerjee, Talookdur. Anextremely prec-
ty village situated in the midst of bamboo pluntations, growing on a fiue
hard turf, evidently long formed, although the grass on it is coarse aml
short ; there is a chur forming to the sonth-cast of the village, thera are
fine crope of kulai (peas) and Rockoo (a surt of yam), and such like, in
apd neer the viflage, and inlend there is a good shew of paddy, and
plontiful cultivation generally.

4th.—Bawunigh. Chuckoo Singh, the Zemindar. The approaches to
the village, and the village itself, seem protected and Aourishing, the banks
being rether low.but qaite sound, and the groumd rising towards the village
in which are plantations of mangues, cocoanuts, &e., situate on a fiim coarse
trf; but between this village and Hijolnah bas occurred the most real
and greatest amount of injury we bave yet observed. la front of both
the above villages chars bave formed, which bold the stream of the
Damoodah in & sort of fupnel, throngh which it pours iuw & khdl situnts

Vide Hlhute of the end of the  botween the two villages. This khal ap-
Buok, Figure Be. 2. - parently communicates with a large piese of
watar called the Kiénkor Bheel, but as the width at itrmouth iy 800feet
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5o Iarge a body of water rushiog into it cannot be coutained in ite channel,
or in the Bheel with which it communicates, bot is enid by all the neigh-
bouring ryots to spread over the whole country south, to Rynah and
Amptsh, where it is said to rejoin the Damoodak. The deposit of sand
left in its conrse is said to vary from one to six foet, and so great has Leen
the quantity of land thus said to have been thrown out of cultivation, that,
a8 the ryots expressed it, “ 10 annas” of the villagers had left the villages
of Bamuniah and Hijulnah alone. Doubtless there is much exaggera-
tion in their mccounts, but they each and all as they joined our party
told the same story; and of this main faot Mr. Smith and I were quite
eonvinced,—that & flood 800 fest wide rashing through this khal would
certainly spread over miles of country in the directions named, and
cause immense damage. For two years after the removal of the right
embankments the ryots remained passive, but their Jandlords refusing to
remit any revenue, they had this year ereeted a private emabankment of
800 feot across the mouth of the khal, and protected by this, have eulti-
vated what appear to be good erops of paddy in all directions, only about
150 to 200 Leeghas in the immediate neighbourhood of the river being
loft uneultivated. The ryots do not deny that muoh injury was always
doup throngh the medium of breaches of the embankments at this plaee,
but the breaches only happened very oecasionally, they uliege, tho spread
of water was not so extensive, and the deposit of sand wns proportionately
small. With the consent of their landlords®they profees to Le desirous
to puy for the expence of maintaining such 8 Lund at this point as the
Executive Engineer shall direet. Mr, Bmith, the Executive Eugineer,
here adds n note, that he doubts their willingness to incur further sxpenea
on this dum, and that in its prescut state it would not stand a high flood,
and he adds that if Government shoull approve of the glosing of the khal,
it inust be prepared to bear the expence, as the destruetion of the dam hy
the floods would do nmiore damago than the leaving the mouth of the
kbal open.

Bamunish, Hijulnal,* Hurreerampore, Bonteer, Bougram, Raipore,
Teandool, Wuzeerpore, Kyrapore, Scebpore, Chota- Kyrapore, Jotsadih,
Bookoor, Boliarpore, Assjvopore, Modheohun, Gopalooggur, Duriapore,
Damash, Baro,.Ongoonah, were some of the viliages mentioned as'
‘much injured. - The right embankmeot etill exists as a protection to
the fYont of the village of Hijulnub, and the caltivation immediately,
betind this is plentiful snd forward. Between Hijulnah and Horreepore
is abuvd of which Governmont has permitied the erection to protect
land wisich would otherwise be injured by the food rushing into s kbal
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sinaller than, but similar to, the one above mentioned ; which khal com-
municates with the otber, and as it were isolutes the village of Hijuloah,
to the south of which the floods, entering these two khals, spread.
From Hurreepore wa crossed over to Dadpore, and thence proceeded
down the left embankment to Gopalpore bungalow, where we atayed
the heat of the duy. About half-past 3, we started again, crossing over
to Jamdohoh, Chuck Kristopore, where two serious breaches of the bank
have lately been stopped by permission of Government. For the two
years provious to this, {. ¢., since the removal of the right embankments,
the country in the neighbourhood of these breaches has been laid under
water, and some 200 or 300 beeghas, including part of a villags, have
been put out of cultivation, that were represented to have been always
up to that time cultivated. Now, however, that jhe ryots bave been
perinitl.ed to stop the breaches, they do not compluin s0 much of the
injory done, as of the necessity they are under to build the new embank-
ment according to the directions of the Execulive Engineer, a watter
which no donbt he will eatisfactorily settle with them.

Bhortly after leaving Jamdoho two other breaches are observable, the
water pooring through which was asserted to epread to the south and
to have put cut of cultivation a large qonntity of the lands of Hybutpore,
which have as a consequence for the last three years been waste.

Beyond theso breaches is another at Hybutpore, through whieh the
floods epread as far as iffe eyo can rench to Kistopore, a distance of
perhups four miles, Close to the river bank we observed much waste
lend, but we conld not learn that it had not always been so, and although
the Hoods appeur to leave o small deposit of sand, yet the padidy crops
were plentiful, and the best and forwardest we liad yet seen inland, and,
exsept whare a parrow stream of water ran, the cultivation generally
seomed unusnally good. We passed some mila or two over the paddy
fields, throngh a village called Cliulbunpore, in order curselves to judge
" of the state of the country. Sagar.cane, hemp, and paddy crops, ul in

good ocondition were observable in Clulbunpdre, which is & talook of
Hurrokristo Mitira, - Henee we passed still inland, through Putiee
Kantikpara to Kistopore and Shadeepore, the taiooks of Kalachund
" Singh dsd Nobinckund Bosoo vespectively, There were good crops
of paddy apparent on chars formed between the river and the village
sbovssmentioned, but sbove Kistopore there is a vent.channel, through
widch the floods enter and spread over the whole country, until they
full into the Bachooga Klial, abont four miles distant. The watere whieh -
water throngh this channel meat thowe entering at Hybatpore, ‘and the
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two channels unite in the country bebind Shadeepore, which is proteeted
id front by the old embankment, and by the fuct that the stream bears
from Hybutpore and Dadpore below Shadeepore on the opposite bank.
The scene of devastation apparent from the top f the Kistopore vent-
chanre! was most striking in ita desolation, the former village of Kistn-
pore bas all but fallen ander the inflnence of successive floods, only a
few houses being left, to which, with their usual tenseity to home, some
families still cling, and the whole country, as far as the eye could reach
1o the south, being completely under water, only elumps of long thateh
grass being apparent, in places where, if the ryots are to be believed, (and
their stories are evidently to a great extent true,) paddy erops formerly
grew in abundance. It was almost dark when we recrossed the river,
and proceeded downe to Jamalpore to pasa the night. We had been
oat nearly the whole day, aod did not reach Jamalpore till late at
night, having passed over periaps 24 iles of ecountry, inclading the fonr
river-crossings of pbout one mile each time,  Onr conelusions were that
great damages hod been done at and in the neighbonrhood of Bamaniah,
Hijelnah and Jamdohoh in former yenrs, mnch of them by the removal
of the right embankments, but none this year of any consequence or
extent, and that still greater damages had heen done, s well this your as
in.other years, on the river banks between Hybutpore and Jamdohoh, and
on the coantry to the south-west of Bhadvepore and Kistopore, by the
opening of the vent-ehannel at the lutter place some four years back.
August 20th.—We left Jamalpore this morniog to proceed to Mohan-
pore, tha last bungalow along the left embankmentz within thie distriet.
We did not purpose crossing” the river, as there was only one place
N. B. I Lave since seen a cutting between the two stations at which the
nbore, and a aerious breach below right embankment had,been eut.  This
Nusheepore, vide pnge cutting is between Jote Sreeram und Jote-
Dukkin, where the bunk we had observed was very low, and a narrow
khal, with apparently a good deal of water in it, ran up as far as we
could see inland: the cl;umry all aronnd the khal was however well
caltivated with paddy. At Dapdaraly, on the left bank, the line of em-
bankment is being raised and farther corved to meet the heavy body of
water, passing through a very narrow channel, falling upon it with the
fult force of the stream from the opposite bank. Hurrakisto Baboo is
the zemindar of the village, and, I am told, has been petitioning for
cowpensation for land thrown out of coltivation by the digging of earth
from it to, form tbe improved embankment, Hiw petition docs not re-
present the whole trath, The groand is being dug out close upon the
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river margin, so a3 to siope this margin off, the better to meet the flood,
and the iand from which the diggings are made is too elose to the
streatn to admit of any cultivation wpon it at this season, and will be the
better flited for ealtivation after the raing, in consequence of the very
diggings complained of, the diggings removing the npper erust of sand
and bringing into use the lower stratum of good svil. There is not only
therefore not any loss incurred at present, but if there were a loss at
present it would be amply compensated for by the fatare gain to the land,
arising from the digging away the upper cruet of sand on it, and by the
benefit which the improvement of the Bund must be, in the way of
greater security against floods, to the village of Dapdarsh generally.

A little beyond Dapdareh is the village of Sonaghurrie, belonging
to Brindabon Behary Mittra, talookdar, on account of which there is,
a easo pending before me for compensation for land taken for a ¢ross
embankment, and for twenty-five beeghas of other land, said to have baan
put ont of cultivation by the digging-out of land for the constrection of
thiscrosaline. T ascortained beyond u donbt that not twenty-two heeghas
but at most one heegha, seventeen cotns, eight chitiacks, being etrips on
either side the Band, 450 feet long by 30 feet broad on an average, had been
used for digging out ground for tho embankment, and further that the iand
dug out was but waste land, rendered so by the flooding of the Dzmoodah
through the breach, which it was the object of this crose line of em-
bankment to ease off.  In fact, formerly the line of embankment, afier
leaving Dapdarrah, took a turn to the right ; but at this turn the river
made a tremendous breach, some eight or ten years back, inundating
the viliage of SBonaghurrie, aud then rendering weste the lauds in
dispote, The floods at present huve not done any additional danage to

M. B. Thisosss of fonaghurris  Sonaghriie, as they tarn off just before
hae boen fully roported wpon to oo ohine the village, round the point of the
the Commisiouer, aud, under my R .
reccmoendation, and bie orders, “REW Cr08s line of emwbankment, into a chan-
ccmpensaticn bas besn refused, Nel which issues outinto the Damoodab again
Seealw page st Mobunpore,

At Mohunpore, 1 took the opportunity of setiling the bounduries and
srranging for the compeamtion to be paid for certain lands on which the
ewbankmaent bungalow and out-houses have for eome years stood, und
of taking prelimiuary eteps towards obtaining, under Act 32 of 1855,
wvertain farther Jands for which the Execulive Eagineer is about to ap-
ply, for the parposs of making a road to and- fro the bungalow and
the smbankments. 1 returped slona to Kamalpore ist the afternoon, te
"andearour to seith thare xmieable tarws in the mpier -of certain lands.



taken some years back, without any sanotion of competent authorities,
for a vent-channel at Halara on the left bank of the river. [Envestiga-
tions had alréady been made upon the spot in the presence of my Nazir,
bus terms have not as yet been come to, so I togk this opportunity of
vigiting the scene of dispute.

¢ proved to be a piece of land of sowe 90 beeghas to the eouth
of B sort of bay formed at the 1outh of the Kana Nuddee. Formerly
the flood into this Nuddeo was so great as to render this vent-channel ot
Halara necessary, but since theu the bank las silted up, ani the Hood
waters never vnter the Kanu Nuddee, nor, as u consequence, pres through
the Halara vent-channel except in high floods. During the recent flood of
thirteen feet, the Executive Engineer informs me a discharge of two feet
of water passed through the vent-channcl. The lend taken was to forin a
retired embankinent, to conduet the flood waters through s breaeh, which
the river iteelf made, in the first jnstance, eirenitoudy into the old
bed of the Kana Nuddeo at the back of the present embankiments,
Land was formerly taken for a similur purpose at the Kistopore
vent-channel, and has lately been taken at Sonaghurrie cluse 1o
Mobunpore, and unless the Government are prepared to give compen-
sation for all lands taken for embankment purposes, no compenaation,
in the opinivn of the Executive Engineer and myself, should be given
far this land at Halara. I was unable to arrange amicably any terms on
which the lands, in the event of compensation being allowed at all, shouold

N. B. The case bas beon report-  be rated, the majority of the villagers as-
ed on fully o the Comwmisaioner, . .
and under his orders bas besa refer.  SCTHNE that some 25 to 30, out of the 90

red in the firm instance Mr any beeghas, were always waale, and the rest
;m::im“;“:" E‘:z‘:"‘;:‘:‘;‘u:' saili awwul at Ry, 5.8, and seili qona at
Gon aloo bage " Rs. 4.8 per beegha, and being content to
get 4 Ra. on 60 beeghas at 20 years’ purchase; but one of the parties
interested asserted that none of the land wae formerly waste, hut that all
was rateable at the highest price named.

The whole distance trafelied this day was about 18 milen.

Auguat 210t.—This moming we commeneed our return to Bordwan,
travelling up the leRt bank. From Chundeepore to Kolopore on the
right bank, the embankments have been allowed 1o mnd but from
Kolopore to ab-ove Kanadohob they have been removed.” The banke are
bowerer nntunlly of an average height between this breach, and al:
though a small part of the streans seems to bear on the country between
Nusheepore and Knlopore, by means of a channel whith isolates Choek
Ealerah, . yet it would not erets to fiood the eonnitry injuriously, for T

: D
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N. B This was sn ey, much  003erved plantains on Chuek Kalersh in
injury is dose- to ihé lamds below large quantities; end on the muin iand
Nusheepare, sse page 50 were fine crops; and no water, as far as
tkie eye could reach, was apparent,

- From south the vent-chanrel at Kistopore to morth of Kanadohoh
the .old embankmente remain, and the natural banks are high, and the
stream bears invariably ou the left bank, which is neturally low, and is in
& much-broken condition.

From north of Kistopore vent-ehannel to south of Goalparah, the
right embankments remain, thence vik Goalparab, Chundulparah, Chul-
bonpore, and Hybutpore, to south of Jamdobhoh, they have boen removed,
bat in front of ali thesee villages large chars are formed, and the stream
bears from Hybutpore downwards on the left bank. Plentiful crops of
paddy nnd plantations of plantaius are apparent all along to the edge of
the chars. In the bend of the river opposite [{1ybutpore, and on the ieft
bank, an enormons chur has formed ; the upper part of this is well
oultivated with plantaing and paddy, and the ground of the char here
is liigh and not linble to floads; the lower part of it is also well eultivated
generally, but the water secis to lie more here, and the land, heing
lowar, i8 more liuble to floods, and is partielly broken. On the right of
the left embankments the land is generally well cultivated, but hore and
there it is waste, being covered but lightly with coarse grass, or with the
long thatching grass, indications of former floods,

From uorth of Jamdohoh to south of Bubrampore on the right bank,
the embankwents remain, but thenee to a village north of Moocheeparsh,
they liave been removed, the uatural banks however between this breach
appear to be high, and a ehur protects them, and the streat: beers upon
the left bank, and thera is no appearance of injury dune.

From north of Moocheeparah 0 Hurreepore, the right embank.
wents remnsin, and the rest of the country on tbe right bank up to Sanee.-
gbat basvalready been deseribed. At Gopaipore I hiad & visit from the
patneedar, Momgobun Baboo, guite & young man, and although he has
not raceived any Englisli education, very intelligent and plessing. At
prosaut he segs to know very Jittle of Lis zemindares affairs, (and be-
" has & swpindares paying a jemma of some 15000 Rapees o the
l[mt) eufbustiog them to. the Naib, who uenmpuled him io his
viait: -hut his countenance would seem to abow that he has® ot yot been
broaght wholly under senana influsoves, and ho appesrs anxious to ook
sfier his estates and the ryots on them, and bas promised e to travel
‘sbout amongst thew more than he bas hitherto dove, amd 1o do doy thing
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in bis power io better their condition. He maintaing an English school,
be tells.me, at bis own expense at Borsol, where be lives, at which there
are some 15 to 20 scholars.  Hia brotber, now a minor, and who, when
of age, wili succeed to an 8 anuss-share of the putpee, is reading at the
Hinldgo College, Caleatta. Liks most zemindurs that I have met, he
seems at present to look upon his estates el tenants as things from
which 80 much rent per annnm is to bo squeezed, and nothing wore ; but
be is yoang, and seemed open to the conviction that the ryots might ba
looked on as something better than mere rent-paying machines, and
that estates might be improved by more attention, both for his and his
ryots’ beoefit.

Afterlearing Qopalpore, and pawsing through Kailinoggur, Juffirabad,
Manigattes, Dabdah, Aineerpore, and Chatpore, the lands inside the
embankmest are very poor, and much is waste, This, | wna told, was a
consequence of a great innndutien which occurred in this part of the
eountry some thirty years back, and has more lately ocenrrcd more than
onea at & breach ut the village of Dahdab. At present there is a large
chur formed before & bend in the embankment, on which I observed
plantains, paddy, moosoary (asort of pnlse) in abundance, and good crops
sppareatly. The stream bears upon this chur still, but the land of it is
high, in some places higher than the embankment, and the kind of crops
grown would argue general freedom from floods. The embankment is
in this bend formed principally of sand, which will not bind, no turf
forming upon it, and it has been from this fact that so many breaches
bave been made in it. The Executive Engineer hasaa idea of running
a new embankment, formed of stonter materials, from point to point of
the bend in the old emnbankment, and it spems esrtuin that some suels
work would give greater security to the country hereabouts on the left
bank.

The distance travelled this day was ahont 21 miles,

There have not been any hizl Hoods this season, but wa visitad the
scenes of them for three 8uecesvive dnys after ‘the higbest Auvod of the
soaron had occurred, and the general result of what wa saw and heard
was, that the main injnries that liave occarred lo tbe lands in this distret,
onr the right bank of the Damoodsh, liave ocourred in three different
pincos : Firot at the broacb wmade between Bamuniah “snd Hijulnah ;
seooudly, at that made between Jamdohoh and Hybutpore ; thirdly, at
the vout-shasnel wmede between Bhadeepore und Kistopore. The @ret
two are astaral flood -gates made hy the astion of the river itself, since;
snd in comssqaence of, the removal-of the embankments, the fust is an
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artificia]l flcodgate, built by the Execative Engineer, at a place where
natural breachkes bad more than onee been previously made, 1w .ense off
the rash of theé Avode through the breach, and to protect the left bank
from the effects of n, rush upon it of large bodies of Aood waters in a
nerrow channel. The only apparent injuries at 1he two natural breaches
are (comparatively) no very large quantities of broken uncuitivated
ground near the river banks, and e channel of water of considerable
deytb, no great width, but stretching as far as the eye could reach inland,
which, we were told, was, before the removal of the embankments, under
paddy cultivation, and whicb is not so cultivated now. At tbe vent-chan.
nel of Kistopore the injuries done are unquestionahle. The ocontry for
wiles long and broad wes under water, and ouly ceoupied by waste lends,
on which grew here and there only a species of long grass used for thatch-
ing. Wherever we went, the country-people assured us that it was
here the principal injuries had been done, and this was our own convio-
tion, and we believe that the greatest part of the injuries have been
caused in the firet instance by natural breaches, and now 1more per-
manently by keeping open the vent-channel, and both here and at the
two breaches mentioned, the expression of all classes was, that where
there had been one yard deep of sand before, there were now two and
three yards, aince the reinoval of the embankments, and in conscquence
of it.

The extent of land travelled over by us on the Right Bank country
was about 22 miles. '

1 cannot conclude this part of my Journal withoat remarking on the
excollent state of the embankments that have been allowed to remain,
and of all the bungrlows that we stayed at along the line of them.

October Dth to 25th.—Mungulpore, near Rancegunge. The Doorgah
Poojah holidays oecupied the grenter part of this period ; during the few
working doys T was employed principaily in endervonring 1o conclude
smicably the long.pending and much-disputed case of the DPost.office
and Hotel lands. I was not nuccessful in coneiuding the case amicably,
but, what I hope will ba a final report upon it, I despatched to the
Codmmissioner of Revenue in letter No, }2 of the 2lst Qatober.

The pert of this country, which goss by the genaral name of Bance-
gunge, bet whi¥h is in reality somposed of the villages of Kourbazar,
Katsolie, Poceshgunge, Searsole, uvd Raneegunge, will,T believe, in

_procasi of time, becomr a flourishing manufacturing town. It b in
the beart of'a mivers] disirict, sre value of which is-only beginning to be
‘sppresiated ; ‘it borders upon the Demoudab, and is st 8o great distanee
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from the Adjai, and the Burakar, and 1 amn tuld that it is not only a
femsible, . but at this time & contenplated plan, to connect it by a canal
with the Damoodah at Awptsh, wbence navigation for loaded boats of
considersble burden is at ell times of the yesr open into the Hooghly.
The railway, even at the present time, approaches within a few miles (at
the furthest) ail the important collieries now st work ; and & branch line,
presenting no engineering dithieulties, would not only embrace them ail,
but would encourage the opening of many more, and all these circam-
stances combined wmust lead to the crestion of 8 large town. In the
first place, thore will be the European socioty located at the different
collieries, there will be the workwen in these collieries, principally Baoris
and Sonthals, who have no caste, and eat and drink any thing, and there
is the fact that the epuntry is wot self-snpporting even now, and will be
still less so as more and wore of it is taken up by eollieries, and as
larger bodies of manufacturers are congreguted, who have to be fed in
it. Rice alone is almost a9 dear liere as in Calenity, and has been every
year becoming graduully more dear,

But coal is not the vnly mineral to be fvund hiere.  There is kunkur
in abundance, and to be obtained at the priee of only the land!s rental,
of lahour, und of carringe ; also a good limestone ; and iren ore, I lielieve,
in coneiderable quantities; and nt Gopinathpore, not far frow here, an
axcellent cluy for brick-making.

And +if all these fuvorable circumstances slmuld lend, as | bolieve they
will, to the erection of a large maunufacturing town et Ilancegunge,

“should pot every eare Le token from the eommencement to muke that
town something worthy of DBritish civilization?

Should there not be a Magistrate empowered to take care that the
roadways ar¢ broad, and so planned as to ensure the best ventilstion
pussible, and to leave space for a time when gas may be introduced,
that a drainage may hereaficr be effected in the nost complete manner
into the most appropriate place, and that un efficient police systewn
may be originated ns soon as neoded, which may only reguire to be
inereased in nnnbers as the town itself incresses in size, That some
gnch system i partisily wanted already there s little doubt, for, daring
the fow times I bave visited Rauweogunge, 1 have heard more then
onoe of the recruits baving “ lootad” the bazasr, and I believe that the
‘Government would nat find the railway and the various ecal Companies
at all backward in siding to carry oul any systew (worthy the nawe) of
establishing, as .best. may bo, the fature town. No ocousidersble ox-
penditure would be required at present, bat a fow simple municipal



14

regulations, with a Magiatrale competent, and empowered by law, to carry
them out, and backed by an efficient police foroe:—the regalatjons hav-
ing for their aiw the fature poasible spread of the town, and the ssnitary
and police arrangements thereupon nocessary. There would probably
be few difficulties in'carrying out these arrangements now ; & sbort time'
bence there 1ight be tronblesume vested intarests to be considered and
aptisfied. (Since writing the above, in Notifieation No. 3900 in Govera.
ment Gagette, 20tb October, 1858, Raneegangs has been songht to be
brougbt under the provisions of Aet XX VI, 1850.) On the 25th
October, I went to see the sebool of Gobind Prosand Pundit at Searsole,
an Anglo.vernacular establishment supported by & grant.in-aid of
Government, tho house and the other sehool vxpenses being supplied by
the Pundit. The house is an excellent owa, pucka, and with four rooms
of various sizes, and stands in its own garden, just outside the village
and eolliery of Searsole, and commands perhapa the prettiest view to
be obtained hereabouts. The school had only just re-opened after the
bolidsys, and the work of it could scurcely be said to have recommenced,
but there was a fuir atiendance of scholurs, cnd the second master, as well
s the varnacular master, were present.  The number of scholars was
said to be 75, und ihe average attendance 60. The seoond inaster seem-
ed to be e most inlelligent man, and most interested end anxzious for
the progress of the scholars. I first examived 2 boys of the Ist, and 3
boys of the 2nd English clasees, and then porbaps 20 boys of the verna.
cular class, 1 had not time, neither were the niaps, nor slates, nor other
means at hand, for more than au examination in reading, gramwar, and'
" spelling.  The reading of all the elasses, especially of the vernacular elass,
was fluent and intelligible, and the boye in the English classes explained
very fairly the meaning of what they read. The grammar in the English
classes (1 did not pay attention to it in the vernaeular) was not so satisfactory,
the hoys knew it in parts by rote, but not in practice. The spolling was
partionlarly necurate in the vernacuolar, in the English I did not 5o carefully
test it, but [ remarked tbat the boys were not sufficiently instructed to
spell their words rightly when they coold not read them off at once. 1
brought this Lo the notios of the second master, who acknowledged (be fil-
. ing, and promised reform. The«English prenuueiation wes very goed.
OF the dissipline 1 pculd not watisfeatorily jodge, but it seemed to me
betier in the Engilish than in the vernecular dopartment. Oau the whole;
there was an air of cleanlinesa and-arder about the school, and of intelh-
geooe and aptitude about the soholare; which left a very farorble imprea. -
' sion apon me. - The Pundit i builditg » lrre school-homse to the northy
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tf the Cantonments, which promises well; it will ecarcely howerer he s
conveniently situated ns the present sehool for the villagers. :

- ARer vigiting the school, I deseended into the Pundit’s conl wines,
which are well worth secing. The gulleries ran in gll directions, and the
toal seems to be of & fine quality, and most abundant.

October 26th,—Mungelpore to Bograh 7 miles. At Bograh there iy
an encamping ground for troops on the march up the Grand Trank Road.
This groond was examined and messured by Mr, Collestor Pearson in
1864.56, and reported on in his letter to the Commissioner, No. 8,
Janvary 6th, 1855. My object in visiting it was to see that it answered
to the latest conditions required by Government in the military dapart-
ment for the keeping np of such grounds. These conditions are that the
ground should be at lpast 300X 200 yards in extent, that it should be
level, frea from cultivation, and well-drained, that good welle or tanks
for drinking water should be in its vieinity, and that it shonld be demar.
cated by unmistakeable boundary marka. There are two wells withinat
the most a quarier of a mile, and & tank bordering upon the ground in
question, all enntaining an abundance of good drinking water. The tank
was formed by Baboo Gohind Prosand Tundit, who has emballished it
by & ghat and garden. The ground stands high and has a naturally good
drainage, and it is quite safficiently level for eneampment purposes,
Tt ia quite frec from cultivation, but its cxtent and hoandaries were not
at all well defined. T thercfore had a piece measured off, whieb from
local information I found to bave been aiways oecupied hy troops
&neamping, and made & seientific plan of it, and directed the erection of
four brick-pilinrs at a cost of 12 ans. each, (o sorve as boundary marks,
the space so demareated being 290% 213 yards, or 38 beeghos, 14 cottahr,

October 27th to 28th.—Boghra to Undni 12 miles. At Undal the
object of iy visit was another eneamping gronnd, and the parpose of it
the same as at Bograh.

Hera the work to be perforined was demareation and measurement
at Bograh, and this was done, and a scientific plan nmde, and five briek
boundary marks ordercd 10 be crected.  In other particulars the ground was
in the condition required by Government. It stands high, and thore-is
natarally good drainage to it; it is suffieiently lovel, it is free from eulti-
vation, all but a few cottahs, which will notbo again ploughed up; it
hus one well inside and another jost catside, and a tunk calted Ranes
Buir, wll producing good drinking water; it stands pertly in the village
of Undsl, sod partly in viat of Dubebururia. The resnit of the plao sad
mepsarements showed it to eontain an nrea of 39 bewghas, & cottahs,



16

avd 9 chittacks, bemg byconveruon into yarda in excess of the sinimom
required. - . o

Oun the 2%k ﬁaober I mnde local investigation into certam matters
conngatod with the settiement of Mehal Dabeepore, the rasult of which
will, I hopa, have been communicated 1o the Commissioner in a letter?
that 1 will enter marginally before the submission of this Journal.

- QOctober 20th to November 2nd.—Undal vié Gopalpore and Panagbay
to Mancoor 24 miles. At Gopalpore there is a third encamping
ground. It has two cepital pucka wells in - good copdition, and with’
a plestifal supply of excellent drinking water in them, - The ground is
sufBeiently level, und falls gredually on ell sides frour aboot the centre,
8 good natural drainage being thus eftected. It is waste land, entirely
free from cultivation, though probubly cepable of it in seasons of very
heavy rain. There is only one distinet boundery mark, an comith trec at
the north-east corner, and 1 directed five other boundary marks of brick,
that were neeessary, to be ereeted. A scientific plan and measurement of
the land produced en area of 96 beeghas, 19 cottalis, 10 chittarks, an area
less thsp the minimum required, but quite suflicient for any use now
made of the land, and more land of suitable natare was not procurable
in the neighbourhood. ‘T'he jemadar in eharge of the neighbouring mar.
Aulla was direoted to erect the boundary wmarks, and to take cere that the
land was kept free from cultivation.

Panaghur is o large village and o railway station, and here the direct
road from Buncoorsh to Soorie, which may be saidl to conneet the rivers
Damoodah and Adjai at, I believe, Belimpore on the one river and Elaue
bazar on the other, euts the Grand Trunk Road. There had been, I was
told by the railway station master, at Panaghur, cousiderable trade, which
found its way to Calontta from Panaghur, in shell-lac, lac-dyes, hides,
end grain fro Soorie and Elambuzar, but the trade in the three first
commoditics wae put a siop Lo by the general etagnation of trade caused by
the mutinies, and has not been resumed, and the general scarcity of the
orops this season bas for the last three monthg completely stopped the
trade in grain, 60 much so, that not a bag of grain has been despatohed to
Calenita within that period from Psnaghur, whence before from two to
thres hundred bage were despatched daily, 1 am nos aware whether or
not the above trade may giot. have found its way down o Cutwa on the
Bhagirutbee, via the Adjai, and 90 down to Caleatsa, bet the water in the
Adjai has boen vuyrvally low this.season, and it is, at the best of tines,
R .DageRain Fiver for awrviage: 1 should fear thevefore that the trade was
-wippped for the time altagether. - The rioo crops-oa: the road side, and os for
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inland &3 could be seen from Gopalpore north 0 Mancoor sowth, seem-
ed plentiful and thick, hut I was told there was a general failurs of them
in a large traot of counlry beginning some eight miles eouth-cast of Man-
coor. The connection betweee famine and & comet geems to possess
the minds of the vylgar in this country, as at all times it bas possessed
the minds of the valgar in other coontries, and I understand that much
gruin is being hoarded in anticipativn of a famine during the ensning
hot season.

At Manooor my husiness was to inspest the office of the Abkarres
Daragah. My visit was entirely unexpected, and I was much pleased to
find sll the hooks brought up to date, and great credit is due to the
Abkarree Darogah, Hurranondo Rai, both on this secount and for the
geuern) good order in which I found his office and records. Many of
these latter have been most uselessly preserved, and I propose submitting
to the Commissioner a list of them, requesting his sanction for their
desiruction. A considerable number of the Puchooee.vendors in thia
Ahkarree Darogahship have lately been resigning their shops on ageount of
the scarcity of rice, now selling at 20 kutcha seers the rupee, where before
it was sellingnt 30 or 32 seers ; but the shops are not numerons, and a
slight reduction of rates having been allowed to the vendors, in consider-
ation of the seareity, they have resumed business, and the loss to the
Goveroment revenue will not, 1 believe, be of any great mowment, .

There is a vernacular school at Mancoor, the current expeunses of
which are supported entirely by & grant.in-aid from Government, the
baiidings baving been gifted by the putneedar of Mancoor, Heeraloll
Misree. The school wae not to be opened until after the Queen's Holi-
. daye, and I had therefore no opportunity of inspecting it, but I was told”

it gave instruction to some 100 children, and had a daily attendance of
from 60 to 70, Up to the time of this poojab there had been an Eng-
lish teacher at the schounl, but partly becavse the putneedar had, on the
‘death of his son, withdrawn his subseription towards the salary of this
_ teachor, and partly becangg of a resl or pretended vulgar fear of the intro-

duetion of Chrictiapity by wmeana of teaching English, induciog others to
withdraw tbeir subseriptions, the English teacher had lstely left the
place. - k spoke to the talookdar, and to others, with & view to restoring
him, and having offered & alight m:m:bl, aid mgyself towards that end, 1
bope it maybe scoomplished.

Hearaloll Mistee soems su inteiligent well mlemmed mau, sad tln
vilage, and the inhabitants of Maneoor, bad the air of being under & mild
landiord, who us.he residee on the spot almost throughout the year, snd

: C .



‘18

seems quite acquainted with the afluirs of bis estate, is himeelf probably-
the main spring of their well-being. He hax made, he told me, and 1
saw some sigm of it, s pood pucka road, eonnecting Mancoor with the
Grand Trunk Road; wnd the office of the Deputy.Magiatrate st Bood-
Beod, and he possceses a capital honse and very pretty gardeo called:
the Lall Bagh, at Mancoor, where I hope some day to make a better
seyuaintance with him, ]
November 2nd and 3rd.—Mancoor to Burdwan 24 miles, vid Bood-Bood
and Sarool. At Urjunpore, twn miles north of Bood-Bood, there is a dik-'
bungalow, which, ae being no longer used, the post-office guthorities
are desirous of selling. It is a capital bungalow, buiit entirely of brick
some five yenrs ago, ] was told, by Executive Engineer Rooke; and In
in perfect condition, us also are two pucka out-houses, and a pucka weil.
1t stands on about two beegahs of land, which, 1 believe, are Govern-
. ) ~ ment property.* [ sent me , and, if I
N. B. This in not the ose. do not receive anawers to th::,g? shail send
purwannaba to the neighbouripg zemindars, to know if they deaire
to purchase the bungulow ; and if they do not, I scarcely know who will ;
and I do not think they will purchase, for the bungalow docs not stand
in eny sufficient proximity to any considerable village of theirs, to enable
them to turm it to any use. Perhaps the Joint-Magisteate of Bood-
Bood might be able, by the exercise of legitimate influenee, to convert it
into a sehool for the neighbouring villages,—the Government presenting
the bungalow for so long as the achool might be kept up, on condition
of those who benefit by it, paying for the teachers, &c., and keeping the
buugslow and its ont-houses, &e. in repair? * There is a difficulty how-
ever in creating 8 school in the fact, ubove stuted, of the distance of the
bungalow from any considerable villuge, and in that of there being al-
ready a large school at Maucoor, three or four miles distant, maintained
in great part by Heeraloll Misree, the principal Jandholder thewnbt:;
. &t Bood-Bood 1 had an eucampiug ground to inspect. 1t had
at least twice or perhape three times messupgd before. Once by Mr.
Coliector Pearson in 1854-55, ouce by Depaty-Collector Golam Ashraff
in sbout 1858, and once by Deputy-Callector Poorno Chunder Banarjya
in the survey time. But uomne of theee measurements were correctly
veoorded any where, a0 a8 to he traceable on local igvestigation. That
. owever of Gole Asruff presented two mounds of earth which the
~villngers declared to be boundasies, snd it seemed itkely bost 1o fuifil,
aa: 0 outant. of groved; the Government requiremants. = 1 -therefore
seanured and mapped scientifically, smd demarcated with bamboo pests.
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to be Kereafter repiaced by brick pillars, the encamping ground as nearly
as, could he in sccordance with these mounds, and found sn area of
besghas 38 being somewhat in cxcess of the minimum space required.
There is one puckn well inside, and avother juat t).utiide this area, and
both were said to give a plentiful supply of good drioking water. The
ground is level, but neither raised nor drained, and at least one helf of
it has been under cultivation this season, and more than that is said
‘llnya to have been brought-under cultivation in seasons with an average
supply of rain. Mr. Pearson estimnted the cost of only reising this
ground, (which be measured to contain an area of but 14 Leeghas, 18
cottahs, 4 chittacks,) to the extent of ‘3 feet, at RupeesB90-12.1. At
this rate the cost of raising the present area of 38 beeghas would be
about Rupees 2,400 ; if it were raised with a slope on sll sides-from the
cantre, sufficient draihnge would be effected by the act of raising, And
theo occurs the question, is the land to be kept wholly free from culti-
vation in future > A portion of it, probably the 14 beeghsa, 13 cottahs,
4 chittacks mensured by Mr. Pearaon, has been purchased by Govero-
ment, | 'underataud, and about that portion is free from cultivation,
and can of course be kept s0; but Government has no title that would
stand a lawsuit Lo the rest, and it is not equitable to the ryots in oceu-
patinn, to direct them to desist from cultivating Jand for which they pay
rent to the landholder, without giving them an equivalent in some shape,
and 1 propose W addrens the Commissioner in order to obtsining orders
Latter Na. H,n Hr 3¢ of Government on the aubject. At Sarool
there is suother encampmg ground. It lies low, and must be very
demp, but is not, I should think, for any length of time under water in
the rainy sceson. It is level, but has no drainage. The cost of raising
it a foot, (the area then measured being 18 beeghas, 13 cotiabe, 8 chittacks)
was estimated by Mr. Collector Pearson at Ra. 310-14-10. The area
M‘,touud is beeghas 24-12, or 242X 160 yards, znd at the above rate
" thevhut of raising it would be Rupees 465; the drainage might be
effected sufficiently in theeprocess of ruising it, and without niuch extra
expense, I should suppove. There is a capital pocka ‘well, furnisbing
-abundance of good drinking water, oo the ground, and it is quite free
from coléivativa, It was measured and demarcated about two years ago
-y Deputyp-Collector Poorno Chunder Baoesjyn, and a meap was then
wiade, but all the demarcatioo-marks could not be traced, and the map
was manifeslly erronecus; new measarements and a new map were
- therefore wade, and demarcation moands erected. Compensatiou has, I
. W B, TGl nck ok -iwbmisked. . BOGerstand, been sanctioned for this ground,
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1 bave therefore directed the Police at the markwila of Sarodd te-
take care that Bo cultivation is carried on within the boundaries. .

There is & dik bangslow at Sarcol, now no longer weed, which the
Pust Office authorities desire to sell. 1 have sent messages, and, if
these are not responded to, ehall send purwannahe to the neighboaring:
landbolders, desiring to know if they are disposed to buy this. The
roof of it requires to be renewed ; but otherwise itself and its two pukha
oat-bouses and a pucka well are in fair repair and are substantial build-
ings. [t lies perhape equidistant from the villages of Sarool, Kanoor, and
Qorah or Goneshbattee. Koonjobehary Baboo, a nephew of Heeraloll
Misree, of Mancoor, ia talookdar of the first ; Qomesh Chundra Laba;
Iakbirajdar of the second ; and Dwarkanath Halder, talookdar of the
third village, and the brother of the latter, and other respectable villagers
of Qorah, told me that it was their desire Lo establish an Anglo-verna-
cular school in these parts, and asked if Government would be disposed
to give the bungalow at Sarool ne a wchool-house. 1T said [ could not
teli, but that if they and the wther peighbouring iandholders, or men
of respectability, wonld send in a petition to me, stating their wishes
about the schovl, and would accompany it by an agreement first to put
and keep the bungalow in a state of repair; and, secondly, to meintain
whatever atafl of chool-masters might be required, and to meet all other
current expenses, ! would recommend their petition for the favorabie
consideration of Government. The question about the school appeared
Lo spring from the paople’s own minds, for I myself had not given any
hint about it, aithough it will be obeerved that a einiilar scheme had
crossed m'y mind in regard to the bungalow at Urjunpore; but I cannot
say that there was any convincing urgeney in the manoer of the pro-
posers of the scheme, and, on the other hand, they did not give me the
idea of men of substance to fulfil, or enlightenment to desire, such a
N. B. No movement, bas sinoe been  8¢heme.  Any thing meore that may take

magls lu the maler. place in the matter will of course be com-
municated to the GCommissioner.

. Novessber 27iA to 29th.—Burdwan to Sapeeghat Goluh, 13 m:ln.

~+The object of this pars of wy tonr. waa to ‘endeavour to dincover,
whilet the crops wure still on ‘the grouad, whether any and what
- demsage bad been  permanently inficted on the country sn the right
bank -of the Dameodsh, by the yemoval of the embankments in
184857,
untaly wotusrred on the very day of the highest fopd of the-sesaon; and
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1 was then accompanied by the Executive Engineer of the Divisios, and
an,account of this tour has appeared earlier in my journal, but we couid
not at that season proceed acroes couutry as [ amn now doing. It had
been arranged that Captain Beudle, the Superintendent of Embank.
wents, and Mr, Bmith, the Executive Engineer, ehould accompauy me
in this present tour, hut the former has not beeu able to keep to his en-
gagementa, and I am consequently deprived of the very great assistance
‘which botb be and Mr. Smith would have rendered me in my investiga.
tions. Saneeghat-(lolah is the starting point, whence the removal of the
Embankmente commences. The only putches of waste land in ite
neighbourhood are a Jarge patch to the east and s very small one to
the west of the village towards Nobogram and Bonomalipore respec-
tively. The patch to the east in edmitted to have been alwaya waste,
and to bave produced only the long thatch grass now upon it; the land
of which leta from 2 to 8 annas a beegha. The patch to the west hay
apparently been produced by the incursion of the river since the remo-
val of the embankments, hut so far from being permanently or to any
extent waste, there ba# slready pprung up a mangoe garden on the
greater portion of it, the village rate of which is Re. 2-8 a beegha. There
in & kbal called the Kandar Khal to the east of Saneegbat.Qolah and the
waters of the Damoodah which pour iuto this khal meet those which
pour in througb the new breach to the weat of the village. At the point
of meeting the land in the back ground is high, end as a consequence
the water accumulates Lo a great depth at this point, and wonld poasibly,
won the oceasion of a very high flood, be forced back over mome portion
of the village of Golah ; but, the flood over, it would not rest there, and,
on the other hand, iu dry seasons like this last year’s, the presence of
the waters is a positive benefit, as the luxuriance of the crops now on
the ground indicates, and even in the sessons of heaviest floods and
raine, the loss that might fall on some part of the villages of Suneeghat
and Golah wonld bring & corresponding gain to the high lands of those
and of the neighbonring villagen of Bonomalipore and Kbundoghone.
The talookdars of these villages were with me on the spot, and whilst
they could not point out any conaiderable deposits of sand or any other
permanent injuries to their lands, they were obliged to admit thatin
dry sessops, like the past, they bevefitted, to the same.extent. that in
stagons of beavy fioods and reins they lost, by the waters let in from
the Damoodsh since the remoral of the embankments.

- November 80¢A, December 1st and 2nd.—Baneeghat-Golah v:l

ﬂ.\mdoghntoﬂ“ch.?lnuu
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The cultivation, oo the rosd between Saneeghat and Khundoghose,
was very thin and poor, the lands being high, and the ruin having bgen
scarce; thut between  Khundoghose and Nareecha was betier generally,
and in parts very good, but the acarcity of rain was the ovly and uni-
versal cause agsigned. Whilst at Khundoghose T visited the Mooosif:
there, and endeavoured, through him, and through the influence of some
three or four taloockdars whom 1 saw, to revive the school from which
the Government grant-in-aid had about a year sgo been withdrawu, in
consequence of the failure of the villagera to pay their guela towards
the school. The former school was vernacular only, to revive this
there was no anxiety expressed; but to open an Aaglo-vernacular school
all appenred desirvus. The school-room is available, and could et s
slight expense be repaired, and as the village is a very large one, and there
seemed a great number of people who could and would give from 4 annae
to 2 Rupees a month for the maintenance of a school, and the Moonsiff
and three talookdars I eaw promised to use theit influence for an
object which they said all desired, and I myeelf offered a small sub-
scription to help it un, I hope nn Anglo-vernacular schoo! may be esta-
hlished.»

Khundoghose ie a large scattered villige with a considerable
population, partly Mussulman and partly Hindu, and sevecal wealthy
families,

December 2ud, 3rd, ond 4th.—From Nareecha north to Roopaho and
thenee south vik Chundeepore, Nowparah, and-Gowtumpore 10 Kamal-
pore, B miles. Being told that there was a bad breach at Roopsho, 1 wenk
back a couple of ipiles in order to see it, but it wae siill as it ever had been
{ of » mile distant, and there were no signa of it, and as the evening was
closing in, and | had to ride some 7 miles over paddy Gelds to my en-
campment, 1 did not arrive at the hreach, hut from the villagers' own
accounts, it is only injuricus in bad floods, and from the general waste
appearsnoe of the country between Nareecba and Roopsho, confessed-
ly representing the condition of the lands for yenrs, it must aloways have
been more or less subject to iojury from .floode. The natural bank of
the river is Jow, and the soil is & burd compact sand, covered with conrse
thin grass, oo which principally thatch grass, but here and there winter
orops -or mango or jack trees, slous appear to grow. Between
Narsochs snd Chunderpore there appesrs a patch of hndmnum-lsu
waste, on the river banka of perhaps 300 beegbas. A

&l-rlﬂﬂl-hlhmd’m H--n{ihnllnwhnp:uﬂ-dndyddbrlu-
uary, and & shoo] with an Baghish mastid wall vpened on the Tut Juwiry, 1850,
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~ One: nceount made out thst some 250 out of these 300 beeghas had
beun laid waste since the removal of the Government embankments, but
the condition of the land forbade the idea that the flood of but two aneres-
_nive years could have rendered it so hard and waste, apd the authors of thia
‘acegunt were servanta of the neighbouring talookdars. Another ac-
count made out that the whole land had been in ite present condition
ginoe the great flood of 1824, (1230 B.8.}, and another that it had been
g0 since [4 yeara back wben a talookdaree embankment was breached
by the floods; this embankment was replaced by a Government one,
which was removed under the gencral order in 1856-57. These last
two accounta ean of course be reconciled, and they rest partly on tbe evi.
dence of the native inapector of embankments, and partiy on that of the
ryots I met and questioned ; and under thege cireomstances I am in-
clined to conclude, that the waste land in queation has aiways been more
or less in its present condition, and that whatever Government embank-
ments existed previous to 1856-57, could not have contributed any
thing material to tbe improvement of the land. More sand may have
besu depovited by tbe letting in of the flood waters, but on the other
hand the greater sprend of those waters may have hrought more land
into cultiration, but the change either way has not been material,

A¢ Nowparsh there is a breach, perhaps 20 fect wide, and 3 foet deep,

vpening into a kbal which croases the Bancoorsh road at a broken
bridge near the Bagha Bheel. The bank is high and the breach com-
paratively emall, and ouly flooded by very high tides, and even then the
wrater seems to be carried into the kbal, and the villagers did not com.
plain of the breach as injurioue ; and it seems probable it is not o ; for,
except in ite immediate neigbbourhood, the lunds were high and good,
and exhibited fine crops of sugar-cane and areer (dhal).

From Amdoulsh vid Goutumpore to opposite Edilpore, the right
bank is very high, and an immense chur has formed in front of it, di-
vertiog the force of the stream to the left hank; as a consequence,
there are no breaches.

I may mention 2a & lamentable fact, and with a hope of ita ultimate
remedy, that from this side the river, 4. ¢., from Kamalpore to Khun.
doghose, a distance of 9 miles or more, the old Bancoorah road
was, éven 80 late in the season, and after a remark ably seant rainy sea-
20m, in many places only a water-course, isolated bridges, stillin excel-
lent condition, appearing here and Lbere in the midst of the streams we
bad 10 cross, as if lamenting over the degradation of huving became
things to be avoided, instend of to be raade use of,
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I had o visit from the zqmindar, Tarrucknauth Base, of Kanislpore,
and others of kie family and following. Their grievances in 80 far ns-the
embankmengy were concerned, resolved themaelves into two ; First, thaz a
zemindaree embankment, which was said to bave efficiently protected
* the lands in front of the village, had been removed, and compensation
for such removal bad been refused, ns it had been under orders of the
Board of Revenue, (vide Commissioner's letter Noi#3 of dateﬂj}q{;}) ; snd,
secondly, thst the waters of the Damoodsh entering the bréach be-
tween Beechkarah and Saneeghat- Golah, aod passing through Koomar
Dhihee and Boro Bheels into the Oochah nullab and receiving in their
course additional waters from the Kandar Kbal, and from hreaches at
Roopsho and Nowparuh, form at Kamalpore, where the Oocbah nullab
falle into the Damoodah, a body of water which in bigh floods epreads
al} over the Kamalpore gemindaree, and eitber carriea off or destroys
the year's ceops, and leaves a deposit of sand which injures the zemin-
duree land permanently. That there are some hundreds (four or five) of
beeghas of very poor and partiy waste lands behind where the zemin-
daree embankment once ran, is & faet ; butit is also a fact, that there are
very fair winter crops on the greater part of these lands, and unless the
gemindaree embankment, that formerly ran here, was better than
moet of such works, I doubt the lands having been better protected or
having been thereby in a better condition formerly than now, especially
as there are other lands in the neigbbourhood in the same predicament,
which are not asserted to have been injured by the removal of the em-
bavkmenta ; but 1 have no means of forming a reliable judgment. L
suppose the truth to be that some injury hus been done, probably a gene-
ral, but not great deterioration of soil bus taken place through deeper
deposita of sand, but to what extent it is impossible now to say.

So far u6 regarda the firet grievance, the second is one on the cause of
which an Engineer alone in competent to give a judgment. 1f the land
alopes gradually from Sauceghat-Golab to Kamalpore, it is likely enough
that a large body of water finds it way, in the juanuer indicated, in high
floods, into the country.in this neighbourhood, sand there spreads; but I
doubt its having caused sny permanent mischief, for the crops arcund
are pacticolarly five. On the other hand, in_uuuuof high floods, 1.
can usderstand much temporary misohlef in the shape of cropy carried
off by the rush, ar rotted by the settlement of large bodies of water in
particular locslities ; but then agein, the people admit that in 1230 and
1240, before the removal of the smbankwenta at Sanseghst-Golah, simi.
lar ficods occurred, and in seasons Ue the last. of amall Booda, there is po .
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inindution. There was a very rwift small atream running through the
Ochzh naiinh, when [ pansed it, at the place where it fulla into the
Dawoodsb, but this was owing to thres days’ rain we hale had, sod |
am told it is usually dry at this season.* . '
" December 3rd to 4#tA.—Kamalpore to Bamuniah & miles. There are
some 200 or 300 beeghas of very poor land between Jamnah and Bu-
munish, where there has been & breach, very ineffectunlly patched up
by the villagers ; but this land has always been very much in its pre:
sent condition I was told, and there were no complaints on account of
the removal of embankments. The fact seems to be, that aithough the
bank is low, there is a chur, rising to within a few inches of it, and
atretcbing almost acrosa the river, which diverts the force of the stream
to the left bank, and prevents any injurious rush of water over the
country on the right bank. [ crossed the Midnapore road between
Kamalpore and Jamnah, and was very much struck by the fine avenue
of trees which shaded the road for about a mile, and by the width of
the road itself : and the people told me that every four or five coss or so
tanks and seraies had formerly been erected, and some still remained.
This road ran formerly, 1 fancy, fram Moorshedshad to Cuttack, and was
the work of the Nawaba of the former place. When onr era has passed
away, there will be the Railroads and the Grand Trunk Road and the
Ganges Canal, and perhaps some other such great works to attest our
power and the beneficence of oor rule, but these are Iate creations, and
it eannot but hare injured us by contrast in the eyes of our native sub-
jectn, that we should have permitied public works like this road to
Cuttack to have died from mere ioanition. The grand avenues, the
frequent tanks and seraies, and the broad road, all decayiig and be-
comring every year less useful, must have given rise to contrasts in the
eyea of the country between the “Nawabi Ammul” and that of the
Cowpany Bahadoor, little favorable to the vaunted paternal adminletra-
tion of the Iatter,

Devember 5k to M. —Bamuniah vi§ Hijulnah, Hurrypore, Raipore,
Bougram, Gopalnaggur, Teandoo!, Dukkinkool, and Boro to Shadee-
pove, 16 miles. I had visited Bamuniah last year, and have now accont-
plintied, what | then detezmined, a viait to the villages above mention-
o8, which were(in August last) seid to be those most injured by the
wetées rushing in through the breaches eaused by the removal of the
snbarkments. Thoee breaches ure three in mumber: viz. first between
Bumivolsh-and Hijulosh ; secondly, between Hijulosh and Hurrypore ;
and lagtly, between Jamdohob and Hybutpore.

D
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" "The waters of the fist and second breaches unite »t the back of the
viflage of Hijulnah, and then spread over the lands: of the willages'l
have menticited, and others which shall be duly moticed. The waters of
the last breach spread over the lands of the villages of Jamdohoh, Hy-
butpore, Jots Bobain, and Chulhanpore ; and then, passing between the
villages of Boro end Shadeepore, anite south of the latter, with the
watern passing in through the Kistopore vent.channel, and afterwards
take & southerly course to be mentioned hereafter. '

There are, | shouid sey, certainly 2,000 beeghzs, lying to the soath.
esst of Bamunish, the south of Hijulnab, the south-west of Hurry-
pore, and the nortb of Raipore and Bongram laid waste by the waters
since the removal of the embaokments. Of these, 1500 heeghas are
utterly waste, covered only hy sand recently deposited, and perhaps
HO0 beeghas bear exceedingly thin and ecattered autumn or winter
crups.

This waste has occurred where the foods have rested. In some few
places, where they have simply washed, and not rested, the lands (but
sot of the above-mentioned villages) bave heen avowedly benefitted,
what is called poli soi) having been wasbed up and deposited, a benefit
80 great as to bave produced this year 20 maunds to the beegha | was
told in part of the village of Bonteer.

Then to the south and west of the villages of Bongram and Raipore,
and to the east of Bonteer, perhaps some 500 beeghae have been much
injared. Of thewe 100 beeghas certainly are utterly waste, and the rest
bore a thin poor crop of paddy. The village of Bonteer however has, on

the whole, I understand, received more benefit from poli deposit than
~ low from lsnds readered waste and injured. The villages of Raipare
and Bongram have suffered the momt of those as yet mentioned,
and bear, in the wretched lock of the inhahilants, and in the
number of unteuanted roofless houses, unmistakeable signe of luch
sufferiugs.

Commencing from the north, aml passing wound the west and sonth-
west of Bongram, there is and alwnye bas been e khal, which evidently
gives a divection to the -waters.. This khal, after a0 dry s scavon
as thet of last year, had three foet o water, where | crossed it at the
ford to the west of Gopalouggur ;- ou either side of it I-observed patches,
But not lasge, of waste land. The wmste bowever appeared to me.of
dYder date than the removal of the twsbankments, and tho grops.in the
neighduurivod, ‘especially towards’ Scodersonpore  on the .oorth. were
vary fs.
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‘Just'shewe Teandool, this khal, which the peaple called the Qochab
aujlek, -and which may be a continuation of that nullah through the
Kenkor - Bheel to the south of Bamuniah, unites with the Mateer kbai,
which seems to take .its rise some eighi or ten miles nearly due west,
wnd then, passing between Damash, Boro and Shmfeepqre on the north,
and Teandool, Dukkinkool and Dureeapore on the South, and assuming
the name of the Mulkteal Tearee kbal, unites with the waters of the Hy-
batpore breach nortb, and of the Kistopore vent north-east by east,
below the latter village.

- But the floods pass to the west and soutb of Teandoal, to the north of
Sookoor, and then round by the west of Pukkinkoo) into the klial again.
Juat close up to the village of Teandool, there were some fair winter
erops, and a very few thin crops of autumn paddy, but otherwise the
lands of that village are waste and uncultivated, as are thuse to the
north of the village of Sookoor, and probably half the houses of the for-
mer village are uniohabited. [ should say the waste here was 2,000
beeghas.

The lauds to the west of Dukkinkool are in better conditiou, but the
ryots complained that too much sand bad been deposited since the re-
moval of the embankments, and the crops themselves bore evidence of
& too eandy eoil. I had been told to look for mueb iojury to the lands
of Damash and Bore, but the crops thia yesr were reinarkably fine and
thick near those villages, and although it may be trug, as asserted by the
people, that this is owing to the late dvy sesson, (guoad floods,) yet it.
aleo proves that the floods bave ot done any permanent injury to the
lands. The greatest individual sufferer hy the incursion of the flooda
in these parts, is I think, Monmohinge Bahoo, talovkdar nf Shadee-
pore, Jote Bobsin, Kistopore, and Durecapore. His villages of Jote
Bobain and Shadeepore are inundated by the floods of the Hybutpore,
breach, and the lands to the south of Shadeepore, of Kistopore, and
‘Dureeapore ave inundated by the floods of the Kistopore vent-channel,

The Hybatpore breach ju a result of the removal of the embank-
ments, and whilst considerable permavent injury has been done thereby
1o the lands about Jamdohob and Hybutpore, I was told, that, except in
seasons like the last, the crops were yearly rotted by the floods to the
sosith of Jots Bobsin and west of Shadeepote. A deep khal had been
cut by the Aoods from Hybutpore south-east to Kistopore, and this,
whew 1 erogeed it had even then three or four feet of water ip the decpest
part. Bosides this, the Aood marks are almost every where apparent in
the rvillage of Bhadeepore.
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- The bistory of the Kistopore vent-channe! seems brieBy this. . Bome
six, or eight, or ten years back, the floods made a tremendous breash, at
Kistopore, wheérenpon the Engineer, instead of comapletely restoring. the
smbankments, left a permanent vent-channel. 'The merite of this as.an
engireering work I do not pretend to discuss, but the resalt of it [ sxw
Jast year, after no remarkubly high flocd, in the shape of a strong current
of deep water rushing through a narrow vent-ehannel, and inundating
the country as far as the eye, from the elevation of & high ¢mbank-
ment, could reach.

Monmehinee Baboo ie quite a young man, and it is very likely he bae
been misinformed by cthers, when he saya that thia tract so inundated
was formerly extremely valuable land, but he apoke cut 20 unusually
strong, that he certainly gave the idea of one who was epeaking feel-
ingly, more in the real heat of one who was telli.ng of hig own losses,
than in the feigned heat of one who was trying to create compassion,
and he told me, and I know it to be a fact, that he bad aiveady been oblig-
+d to sell ane of hia villages. and could with difficulty retain the rest, and
the waste condition of the fands, and of the other villages, speaks for
itself. Shadeepore in at least haif in ruine, and Kistopore, once a flou-
rishing town, i8 now a few tumbling down mud huts on an isdiated
mound of earth, ““like & lodge in a garden of cucumbers.”’ | propone
accompanying the Baboo over his Jands to-day (9th).

Yesterday 1 held an examination et the grant-in-aid vernacular
school at Shadespore. For this Government provide one master on s
salary of Rupees 15, and Monmohinee Baboo provides ansther on n sm
lary of Ropees 12 a month and a house. The house is kuicka.pucke,
and stande high above the floads.

The number of boys in 82, of whom 1 was told there was generaily a
fair attendance, and of whom 52 were actnally present yesterday. There
are 5 clasres in the school. The first contsing 9 buys of ages from 18
to }8. The second 12 boys from 13 t0 8 years. The third 13 boya
from 19 to 7 years, and the rest younger bags in their speliing.—The
cxates priocipally Brahmine snd Kayasts.—1 examined the three fiest
classes in rending, (Transiations of Anderven’s “Swans”, “Tinder Box”
and “Ugly Duckling”, not at all easy) writing from dictation out of
these books, spelling, explanations (the two firat classes) of what exeh
one had read, simple geography, with maps of Asis and Europe the
two Gnit; and Axla only the third classes, and simple arithmetic. - .

“The wtwinination reflected the very higbest: eredit on the teachers,
Midot Chunder GQhosal in charze of the two #rat; and Ramtaruch
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Bhuttacharjya in charge of the three last classes, the last two of which
| vzamined io speliing only.

-Fhe reading was clear, and of sufficient slowness, and the stops well-
roarked, and the sense was almost universally wetl-explained. The
writing and acithmetic were rapidly and well-executed. The npelling
was almost universally and without hesitation correct. The geography
with . corresponding indications on the map waa in the upper classes
good, but the questions I asked were perhaps too aimple, I presented
‘the three best boys for good conduct, regularity of attendance, and
sequirements with the three books they had been reading, and
the presents seemed gratifying to them, and may be stimulating to
others.

December 9¢h.—From Shadeepore vid Kistopore, Beergaon, Bubam-
pore and Nusheepore te Jamalpore 6 miles.

1 bad seen something of the spread and effect of the floode passing
through the Kistopore vent-channel in August last, but 1 was not pre-
pared for the acene of desolation which presented itself on mounting
the embankments to the left, i. e, to the cast of the remains of the .vil-
lage of Kistopore. From that spot the cuurse of the watersof the
vent-channel cun be clearly teaced by the ruin they have carried with
them. Stsnding there you can see that the floods spread over a kind
of semi-circle of land, of which the embankment forms the base, and
the villages of Balagor, Ougoonah, Bubampore, and part of Beergaon,
the outer edges, the villages of Kistopore and Deereeapore being in-
oluded within the semicircle. The area of land within this semi-circle
must be 4000 beeghas or more, and two-thirds of this are certainly com-
pletely waste, marked by hillocks of sand, or only the long coarse thatch-
ing grass. The greatest injury has of course befullen the landa of
Kietopore and Deereeapore, the floods passing all round these two vil-
lages, but Shadeepore, Balagor, and Ongoonah, must aiso have suffered
severely and Beergaon and Bulrampore to some extent. The floods, |
wan told, found a vent i a direct southerly direction, and the follow-
ing villages were mentioned as mustaining injury from them: Uechit-
pare, Ramdehbattee, Adumpore, Kurraguria, Peepuldsho, Dulleakalipe,
Shkubaldoho, Boro-Boioan, Sealee, and Nursinghpore in this distrist,
and Wuseerpore, Kushigunge, Shualdo, Keshubgunge, which must I
think be in the district of Hooghly, and looking at the map I find a
succession of kbals, ranning due south, and becoming quite a net work
the more gouthing is made, into which it ie very likely the floods empty
themselves, and in the neighbourhood of which are the succemion of
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villnges above mentioned, and others which are llhdy to have beed-
equally injured.

At Bubampore there is & trifling breach, and another more conaidera-
ble-one:at anheepore, and 400 beeghas was said to he the quantity of
inod injured at the Intter place, I think as much as that may be covered
by the flood-waters on occasions of very high flonds but not otherwise,
for the land is bigh, and the bank is protected by an island called
" Chuck Kalerah, which divides the river in front of it, and must consi-
dembly check the force and volume of the floods, for it is high land
with s village and fine crops upon it.. The lamls about Nusheepore, i. e,
those said to be injured, were covered with winter crops, but there was
much sand in the soil, and the crops were thin and poor, compared with
similar ones in the same villages out of reach of the flood-waters.

" The amount of landa injured in other places mentioned was said to be

as follows :— . .
beeghas.

Shadeepore, .. . . .. .. 200
Deereapore, .. .. .. .. .. 600
Kistopore, .e .. .. .. .. G600
Balagor,. . . - . . .. 400
Ongoonah, .. . .. . .. 400
Nueheepore, .. . . 400

At Beergson, I visited a Govcrnmeut vernnculnr grant-ln -aid school,
originated by Kisto Ghose, talookdar of the piace. It had 60 scholars,
of whom 48 were present. The examination was uf the same nature
ns that held at Shadeepore, but the result was by no means so satisfac-
tory. It must be said lwwever that the school was only established on
the lot ‘April last. There were nix classes: 5 boys in the first clase of
from 12 to 15 yeare of age; B buys in the second of from 12t0 14
years ; 16 boys in the tbird class of from @ to 12 years; 6 boys in the
fourth-clam also from 9 to 12 years; 6 boys in the 6fth class of from -
7 t0 10 years; and 1O in the sixth class of rom 7 to 9 years of age.
The heid-waster, Moheuderam Mookerjya, held the Government aala-
ry. of 18 Rapees & wonth; the second-master Benodbehary Ghowe:
held u salary of 8 Rupees from the zemindar Kisto Ghoae, wbodw-
ml«mtuhnolhma&,notplm comavenced upos.

Thquﬂluﬂnudlhebowdﬂnmlruehmunreawut‘
eqoal ; they read distinetly, bat not with & sufficient observance of sen-
tencer.. Very few could explain what they read. They wrote repidly
snd fairly, but here aguin there was no distinction of sentences or stops.’
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They coltld indicate on the map the principal countries of Asia bus-only
one or two could indicate towns. They werd a long time uver & sim-
ple division sum, and after all only one balf of them divided rightiy.
Their apelling and explanation of individual words were universally
good. 1 gave the best boy in general conduct and attendance, who was
sdso the best in acquirements, a present of Andersen’s “ Swans”. The
third-claes I examined ouly in speliing and explanation of words spelt,
» poiut on which they had been universally well taught, in reading, in
whichb they exhibited the same faunits and gooduesses as the two firat
classes, and in writing to which the same remark applies. The three olber
classes I examined only in spelling, Lheir only qualification, and in this
ali but the very younz boys were well taught. I gave to the best boy
for attention and good conduet, and not deficient in acquirements, as a
prize, Andersen’s “ Tiuder Box,” but 1 waa not satisfied with the maoner
of the master in proclaiming him the best boy on the whole, he the prize
boy being a Brahmin, and another boy a Bose being very much his supe-
rior in acquiremenis. The prize boy of the lat and 2nd Classes was o
Brabmin also, and it occurred to me, from the waster’s manner, that he
was afraid to affend the Brahmin supporters of the Schoo! by recom.
mending other than boys of that caste for prizes.

December 11¢A.—Across the Damoodah vid Ramdehbattee, Ucchitpore,
Goonor and Adumpore to Jote Dukkin and back to Jamalpore vid
Jute Sreeram, Sreckistopore, Hunashool, and Chundapore, 10 miles.

My object this duy was to strike and march down the line of country
apid to be subject to the inundations, froa the place, Nusheepore, where
I had quitted it the previous day. I therefore crossed the Damoodab
just helow that village, and, turning my back,spon it, proceeded in a
direction almost due south as far aa Jote Dukkin. [ passed through
the very beart of the inundated land, and found it a piece of uncultivated
geaes land, covered with a coarse pasturage, of an average breadtb of
perbaps § a mile, and perhaps 3 miles in length, from Nusheepore to
Jote Dukkin; not less | feel sure.

That this tract of land "has been cultivated, the field boundaries atill
existing are alane sufficient to shew ; that it is not now cuitivated is
owing to the fact that the ryots fear the destruction of their seeds by
the yearly floods, that it is not as yet rendered totally unculturable I
bass Jictle doulst, for the grass on it givea very fair pasturage, aad
han.not the rank appearauce oft.lntm the lands above Nulheam,
nlthutmnonoﬁgubledepmuofmﬂtowyvery injurious.
exieot.
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The people toid' me that the lsads were first imndated by -x geeik
" flosd pome ten years back, then subsegnently that the borach st Kisto-.
pore was repalred, and after that the vent-channel opensd, and that sinos
thea, some, fire to bevon years, the Jaade have remained continually uae
caltivated. The prmcapnl cause of the inundation has been the vent:'
channel at Kistopore, but hreaches at Npshespore and Jote Dulkin,
caused by the removal of embankments beiow and above those villages
respectively, are stated to have had considerable influence in addiag-t'a
the force and volume of the floods, and iu consequence to the injariea”
done by -them.

The followmg is & list of some of the villages cast lnd west betwoen

which the inundations pass, and a memormdum of the mjm'lu stated (o
be done -~

East. Injury done. West, Injury done.
Kalerah, &c.,.. .. Bs. 700 Goonoor, .. .. Bs. 200
Dange, Furreepore and : Uecchitpore, . . oo 100

2 Putteen, .. ve o GBO Ramdebbattee, .. ,, 400
Chaadeepore,. . < 1007 Adumpore, .. . 5 1100

. Homashoaol, .. ..y 800 Peepuidoho, cooay 400
Rajarampore,. . .. 3 370
Sreekistopor, . . e 5 700
Jote Sreersm, .« 5 150
,» Dukkin,.. .. , 450+

At Jote Sreerawn, I paid a visit to the model vernacular school of
Sreekistopore, which has lateiy been removed to a house vatated by
the smbankment officers. There are some 70 buys in the achoal,
principally Brahmins and Kaynsts, but a few also of such castes as the
Kamars and Tantics, of whom 56 were pment. Tbe Government
grant-in-aid is I believe 64 Rupees a month, and several talookdare
unite to give tho school.-houss. The establishment is a head-measter
Madob Chunder Banerjya, uvo Rs. 25, s second-master, Rogooran
Banerjys, on Ra. 20, and a third master Bayayam Benerjya on Rs. 16 a
month. There are six classes and seversl divisions of them. The
ackool is not in a snficiently advanced astate for snch dintinctions
veither does the differsnce in the qualifications of individual scholszs
caltfor them. - I advinad therefore, with subminion of course to the eds-
cational apthorities, their discomtinnsnce, w vseless and involving
pntwsiouto which th ldtod mld natntpmhyjutehm.

* mun. i

1‘ Bad iy Wiader creps oo the '-.I..



The- ading throughout the echool was univeraally ansatihafactory,—
buryied, apd indistinct, and w0 sttention pud to stops, and e e cons
saquence scarce one boy could expluin what he had beco reading. I
pointed out this defect, and its remedy was prowisgd. The rst-class
were & long time over a short sum in divisien, and only 4 out of 7
divided correctly. The spelling and explauation of words spelt waa
throughout the achoo! very satisfactory. The writing from dictation of
the Brst-clags, the only one I so examined, was rapid sud clear. The
geography of the first-class, with corresponding indicatious on the
maps of Burope and Asia, was not genecrally satisfuctory, that of the
second-class was accurate and resdy. There was the air rather of a
want of discipline in the sochool, shewn by the absence of that respectful
nnd ready manuer of address whieh I was so pleased to remark at
Shadecpore. The school has however only heen institated six months.
rod has oot as yet fairly settied down in its new school-house, which by
the bye was kept unnecessarily dirty, and as I frankly pointed out the
defects I noticed, not only to the masters, but to Dolzobindo Mittea,

Nursingiall Mittre, Kangali Kisto Mittra, and Brindabun Behary Mittra,
talookdars of the nel{,hbounnrr estate of Rajerampors, Sreekistopore,
Jote Sreeram, aud Jote Dukkin, and patrons of ths School, who were
present, 1 shoald hope they would be remedied.

December 12th.—Jamalpore to Chackdiggee, and buck, 0 miles. At
Chuckdiggeo there is an Anglo-vernacular grant-in-aid school, towards
which Government gives 65 Rupees a month, and the zemindar of
ti® place, Baroda Persaud Rai, a house, and other necessaries.

1 regret much that, through an error us to distance, I arrived too late
in the day to see as much of the working of the =¢hool, and of Chuck-
digpee and its zemindar, as 1 could hsve desired.

There are some 70 scholars I wrs told, of whom the average daily
attendance is 80. There are 5 clnsses, and Baglish ia taught throughout.
" The achool-bouse is placed in what was prohably s zesama of the
semiundar’s aucestors, and ‘ench class has its appropriate room. The
manners and discipline of the scholars seemed excellent, and there
wes an air of iotelligence mized with respectfnlness in thoir counte.
nences, which seemed to shew rather the desire to learn than, as is ounly
too obscrvable in Bengalis, with any edocstion, the conscionsuess of
being or thinking themselves wiver than others. I made tha Girst-class
read and parse Gray’e Blegy. There was tio poetry, but there was dis-
tinctness and sense in their reading; their parsing was howerer very

.Aamperfect.
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*§:dande them lllbrﬂtcﬂ‘lclul:“il the Blegy oo Sir J. Moore,
puttiog in their owu stops. The “writing was uaiversally bid, aed there
wosBof the least netion of stopping, but the spelling was good..+A
liﬁple waltiplication sam in English figures was done omrectly. by
thires boys ont of five. Foar boys out of five bad a competent koowledge
of the geography of the pri ncnpal couptries, towns, and rivers, with cories-
pooding indications ona map (in Enghsh) of Burope and Asia, but the
map itself wos not & correct oue. The spelling in English and Ben-
galli, and explanation of words spelt, was ready and accurate, and three
out of five boys read and explained Rohinsou Crusoe in Bengalli clesrly
and well. I just beard the second and fourth classea read and parse &
little, but so bastily that I will not venture any opinion. Sarcda Persand
Rai is a most intelligent person, and evidently takes a real iuterest in the
school; what is hetter, he is every where well.spoken of thronghont the
district, and a3 he is both wealthy and influential in rauk snd family,
his menns of doing substantial good are perhaps greater than those of
any other landlord in the district. He has o very pretty garden-house

- in the English style, and & hospital, I fancy; both of which I shouid
have liked to see more at Jeisure,

December 12th to 17tA.—The 12th was s Sunday, and from the 13th
to the 17th 1 was uoehle from an injury to move off my hed; but Iwas
not sorry for the enforced rest, giving me the opportuunity of working
off arccars of office corvespondence and civil suits to he prepared.

December 18th.—From Jamalpore sonth to Atapore ou the right bank
and back vié Sonaghurrie on the left bank of the Damoodsb abdut
20 miles.

Haviog cxamined the lnunﬂated lands s far as Pespuldobo ou the west -
and Jotc Dakkin on the east, my object now was to follow the conrse of
the innndations from thess points ou either hand down to the extreme
south of the district, aod this I have accomplished. ‘The following ie a
Tiat of soma of the villages, the laads of which are affected by the innnda-
tioaw, 204 & memo. of the eatent of the injdry said to bed one:—

East Beeghas, ~ West. Beeghas,
Koonch, .. .. .. Dbamuaree, . 300
Shabossinpore, &o. .. 350 = Kamulgirib, .. 400
FPuttehpare, .. .. 130 Neeloot, .. 250
‘Moedeepors, . ° .. %00 Shoobaldoho, 500
Rawlntpore, .. .. 200 Chabukpore, - . 100

Carried forward, 900 1,550
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‘Brought forward, ... 900 . 1580
BSesleo (the whols,) 00 -sm.num,' e .. 600

W useerpore, “ .. 200  Siogarpore, .. .. 200
‘Korsh, ... «v- .. 860  Nursogpore, .. .. 400
_— Atarpore, .. .. 150

Beeghas 1,850  Kote Bimool, .. .. 880

Beeghas 8,850

The story s to the causes of the inuudations is everywhere the same,
Great floods in 1380—1241 B. 8. and 1852, causing temporary injury,
and then the opening of the Kistopore vent-channel coavertiug that tem-
poracy into permanent injury, and, Guaily, the removal of the right em-
bankmeote lending to an increase of that permaneut injury, by letting
in larger bodies of Hood waters tbrough the various breaches, at
Bamuuish, Hurrypore, Hybutpore, Nusheepore and Jote. Dukkin.

The land is higher ou the east than on the west side of the chenoel of
the inundations ; hence the greater injury done to villages on the west;
and this channel is 8o narrow between the villages of Futtehpore an the
enat aud Boro-Boinan on the west, that the lands thers are broken np
and covered with saud mounds in a way which would indicate tbe injury
done thereabouts to be irreparable. Immediately before entering this
narrow chanael, and afier leaving it, the greateat spreads of the inunda.
tions ere, I shouid say, naturally, observahle, viz., between the villages
of Shoobuldoho and Chabukpore on the north-west, and that of Sha.
hoseinpore oo the south-east of this channel, and between the villages of
Bingarpore, Nursingpore and Atapore on the south-west, ond those of
Moedeepore, Rusalutpore, SBealee and Wuzeerpore on the south.east of
the obannel.

In the Appendix will he found a condensed report of my investiga-
tions into the injuries done on the right baok of the Dsmoodal, in s
letter to the Boperintendenvof Embenkments, and his reply tothe letter,

Ireturned to Jumulpore vid Sooaghurrie to inspect some laud said
to be injured by & cross embankwent Iately ereated there. It was made
qQuile clear to me, that the Jand had not been injured by the conatruction
of this embankment, but rather by sa altarstion in the course of the
great left embankment made some 8 years back to meet s patural
breach in the old line of embankment ; bot on this sabject 1shall soon,

Letier W0 Commlpsionar 1 bope, bave made n special repart to the
N3 dsah"}"“‘“ Commissioner -
oy Xo.S6! o :
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December 18th.—1 was smployed to-day in inspecting the booke and
office of Poorno Chunder Dose, Darogab of the Jamalpore Abkaree
Division. The office aud the neighbouring distillery, both built of mud
and thateh only, hag latcly been blown in by & storm, and wers in o very
tumble-down condition; aud as it appesred to me that mad buildiogs
must every year lead to expense for repairs, aud must otherwise be very
insecars repositories for office records and distillery purposes, I directed
the Darogah to furnish me with an esiimate of the expense of erecting
pucka buildings, built vo last, say, 20 vears, without any neceasity for re-
ptire, and, ou the other hand, to furmish rae witb the annual coet of
repaire actually done to the present mud buildings for the laat 20 years,
sod should the result shew pucka buildings to be in the long run not
much more expensive than the present mud buildings, I sball forward,
for the Commissioner’s considerstion nnd orders, a proposition to sub-
stitnte tbe former for the latter.

1 found the Darogah’s books and office records in good order and
entered well up to date, and he seems an intelligent person.

After this inspection I went to the Jamslpore embankment bungalow,
sod measured off und planned the iand in occupation by it, with
view to an amicable settlement of a cloim for back and future rental
made hy the proprietor. I fonnd hir very irapracticable, and as usuat
not over trutbful in stating bis claims ; but if, as the Superinteudent of
Embankments tells me, the Public Works Department are willing to pay
the rents claimed at the rates justly claimable, I have, T think, ascertain-
ed these latler, and shall be able to arrange the business amicably.

December 18th.— Sunday,

December 20t4.—1 made a local investigation this day in the matter
of somie landz that have become waste by the diversion of the bed of
the Kana Nuddee iuto a new bed called the Halara vent-channel. There
isno doubt but that some 80 Leeghaa of land have been laid waste; but,
on the otber haud, some 200 beeghas of Lhe former bed of the Kana

Report made No 81 of e %N uddes ere belng brought erery year un-
but referred (o tha Buperinumdent of der better cultivation. I shall however

Embanjmeats br any remarksunder  make s separats report oo the subjeet to
m‘::"i‘“"w[& the Commissisner of Bevenue, for his
! consideration and fustructions.
ﬁhlﬂ intended this dey inepecting the books of the Ferosh Awmeen
of Belimabad, but I 8nd he doos not keep office at Selimabad, but in

kid own house; and. to-duy ha 4 nhaent from bis howse conducting
a local sale.
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" The Ameeu has just come in with his books, and huving examined
thew and bim, I find things satisfactory. The books are clearly and to
date written up, and the man koows his work, and he has satisfaetorily
explained to me that his house is not above two miles from Selimabad,
and that it is no injury to tho public setvice that he should hold his
office there, whilst the oblizing him to hold it at Selimabad would put
him to an expense for which he would not be receiving any mufficient
official remuneration.

I heve held an investigation into a claim for compensation on no-
count of lands taken for au embankment bungalow at Mobunpore, 8
miles hence. There has been rather more than the usuel amount of
falschood told in the matter, but I still hape to settle it amicably
between the claimants and th¢ Bmbankment Department, and i not,

Ponding u reply from the Exeou- 1 shell report it fully to the Commis-
tive Engineer, Burdwan Divisjon. sioner for ordera,

December 21at—Jamalpore vid Mosagou to Tatarpore end Mymaree,
12 miles. '

At Mosagaon there is a Government grant-in-sid vernacnlar school,
roaintained partly by the grant, and partly by subscriptions and echool
fees. The school-houso is an open paéshala within an enclosed court-
yard, an arrongement much better enited T think to the liahits of the
people and the climate of the country, and much more economical than
that of a house and bungalow, The registered numher of scholara was
60, and the average attendance rbout 40.

The result of my ‘examination of the school was as follows. :
et Clase of 5 boys reading too fast, bnt fluent.
Understanding of ditto sufficicatly good.
Writing good {from dictation.)
Arithmetic correct, and rapid.

Geography of Asia and Europe, principal citics, rivers, &c. indieated
on the map, and by the points of the Compaes, witbont the mup, gene-
rally correct.

20d Class cousistiog of 5 boys:

Readiug fair.

Understandivg very indifferent.

Arithmetio snd spelling correct, and rapid.
- Geography of Burope and Asis middling.

Brd Ciass consistiog of 16 Boys:

Beadiog too fast, and auderstsnding middliog,
Writing from dictation, rapid and good.
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Simple Arithmetic and Spelling, ready and correct.
GQeography of Asia, very little knowledge.
4th Class consisting of § boys:—
Writiog ang Biraple Arithmetic and Speiling ready aod correct.
No knowledge of Geograpby.
Reading and understanding of it very widdling.
6th Class consisting of 10 boys :—
Reading fair, unable to explain it.
Spelling ready and correct.
Simple Arithmetic middiing.
6th Claas cousisting of 14 boys :—
AH very young, and only knowing the Alphabet.

There was a want of discipline, I think, and the manners of both
masters and boys were disrespectful, and on my first entry into the
school almost insolent, especially tbose of the Head-Master, Omesh
Chonder Chatterjee, and when I asked the names of the 3 boys in the
#oboyl whoae genersl condact was the hest, whose attendance was regu-
lar, and whoee appliestion to lessons was the stendiest, 1 was not satis-
fled with those selocted, and almost forbore from giving the prize books
I bad with me. The boys selectad were all of the Brahwmin caste, and
the selection seemed to he diotated by a wealthy zemindar, who was
present, and whose manners were throughout particaularly offensive.
Thera were no low caste boya in the school, and Brahminicsl infiuence
was certainly aupreme, and the abaence of discipline, and respectful-
ness above remarked, was, I thiak, a consequence of that supremaey.

The zemindars present petitioned me to help them to an English
waster, hot 1 impressed upoa them that they must help themselves. [
offored bowever as a private individuesl Re. 5 a naonth as a subseription.

December 22nd 1o 24tA. —Mymuac to Tatarpore and Duiloo Bazser

and back B miles.
1 bave visited the Jamalpore Abkaree Dirision Mobarrir’s office and

distillery at Tutarpore, and held a local investigation into the state of
the Dnlico Bazasr encamping grouad, and ddk bungalow, the latter
of which is for sale.

The Mohurrir's offics and the distillery are in_a wretohed stats of disre-
pair; but the former weoms of Kttls use'ss the Mohurrir bas scurcely
suy offios to hold, in fact has ouly a registiy bosk to keep up, and hm
& hotise of bis owa closs at band ; the distillery is abost to be repaired,
bat anlens thers is any chanoe of its being removed fram Tatarpore w0
any mare convenient place, ot cremmetances may require, 1 shounld
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+have thouglt, as in the case of Jamalpore, that it would-be for the
better interests of Government, to build at once a pucke distillery, rather
than incur the annual expense of repairing this mud building, iu which
there is no security against thelt of the liquors distilled iu it, but 1 shall
N. B. 1 bavenok mayot bad the enquire more particularly into the matter
:';‘::::::;P::t:" mﬁ:ﬁ:ﬁ when I next sec the Deputy-Collector in
inge for ablaree offices, &e. charge of the Ahkaree Mehal.
° The didk bungalow at Dulloo Bagar is & capital pucka building,
with a pucka well nud 2 pucka outhouses in the enclusure, and all in
good repair, except the roof, which is of thateh. 1 bave issued notices
calling on the neighbiouring landlords to know if they are willing to pur.
chase, but I fear thay do not require such a building, for it is not in
» sitnation in which they could put it to any use.®

The encamping grovud at Dulloo Bagar is below the level of the
Grand Trusk Road, but the land is Lard and dry, and is free from
cuitivation, with exception to a few cottahe in very low swampy ground,
which counld uot be put to any use in an encampment

The land is not so well defined paturally but that eocroachments
might be made upon it, in addition therefore to making s scientific plan
with chain measorement of the ground, I have directed eight hrick
boundaries to be erected on it. There are two pucke welie upon the
ground, which bas never Leen purchased by Government.

The area is beeghas 89-12-12 or somewhat in cxcess of the minimum
of 200 800 yards required by Government. Oune of the original boun-

dary marks of this ground was a high conical monnd, which attracted
my atteation by its curious shape, aud then by the unwillingness of the
measuring peon (8 Mussulman oddly enough) to ascend it in order to
taking the measurement sight, It was called s munire and was held
sacred to some Hindu deity or other. A friend bas since sug gested it
might be one of the ancient Buddhist mounds.
- December 34¢A to 30th. —Mymaree. The 26th and 26th were holidays
and during the grester part of the other days 1 was fully employed in
disposing of romtige ofice work, but on the 80th I fonnd time for a
hasty inspection of & Government grant.in-aid model vernsonlar school
st Amadpore, distant some S miles.

The sclipal is nnﬂuﬂll&&u largest that I bave as yet seen, the
npmﬂ:d number ofssholére heing 103, and the average daily aston-
dance being assaried to be proportionstely large also. The nnmbers in
each clans nre.me follogs :—

. ® Simes sl
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16 Clas, .. .. 20 6thClass, .. .. -0

2nd ,, .. . 10 6h .. NP ¥
8rd ,, ve .. 1B Tk, 2
#h . .. 18 —_—

105

The school-house ia built of mud, with a thatched roof, aond is
divided off iuto several compartments, opening out into one auother, au
excelient arrangement in order both to maintaining the distinction of
classes, and to preserving a better discipline,

1 had only leisure to examine the lst and 20d classes, nud to ask s
few guestions of the masters regarding the Bchool generally. The
boys are principally of a caste called Barooik, ur Traders, the Brahmina
and Kayasts comc {about equally} next in nuwbers, and there have
‘becn castes av low 29 the Kaméirs and Taatis in the School. I suspect
that below the 5th Class only the simplest reading and epelling, and
that jn the 7th Class only the alphahet were known. The average
ages of the boys secmed to me o run between 8 and 12, but there were
some very “‘old"” hoys indecd, and some guite children agnin.

In the first class the reading was distinct, the stops being well
marked but only two out of 19 boys preseut at all anderstood what
they read (Rohinson Crusoe ia Bengalli). lc the second class the reed-
ing was indifferent, the understanding nil. In both classes the spell.
iug was ready and correct, and the explanation of words gencrully right,
Writing from dictation wns also very clear and rapid, eapecially in the
second clase. Simple arithmetic was correctly hut not rapidly surnmed
in both classes,

The Geography, with corresponding indications on the maps of
Europe in the first, and of Asia in the second classes, was generily cor-
rect and ready, in the cases of principal towns, rivers, and so on.

There was no kuowledge of History.

The inhebitants of Amadpore and other neighbouring places have
joined in meking w very fair road of about twp miles in length hetween
Amadpore aud Mywaree; it ia not quite figishufl: but when it iv o,
they told me they would lave expended about 1300 Rapees npon. it.
Their petition now was, that 1 should meke Government to consent to
keep it in repairs. Tezpluined that inWp ﬂ%m it was np concern
of mine, but that the Magistrate was ths rofie r authority to whom to
sddrsss. themselves, and that mareover tltﬂn mld not be much puoblio
spirit or private enterprize amonget; them it they conld not supply the
snnul funds to keep a road in ropsit, which they had found funds to
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make in- ihe first instance. I have mentioned the subject however in
wmy journal for the informstion of the Commissioner of the Division,

On the 31st, I inspected the Office of the Sale-Commissioner of Gan-
gooriab, and exsmined the officer himself in hie knowjedge of his duties. -
The result was very satiafactory, his papers were in good order, and
kept up to date, and he himself, by name Attawal Huk, and sppointed
20th October, 1853, had a competent knowledge of his dutics, extending
even to quoting the words of the Regualstions.

Janwary lal fo 5th, 1859.—Mymaree vid Buhar to Lulun 20 miles,
1 had to inspect here the offices of an Abkarce Darogeb and a Sale-
Commissioner, and 1 took the opportunity of visiting an English school
(towards the erection of the school-house of which the Maharajah of
Burdwan gave Rupees 200,} maintained by the assistunce principatly of
Mr. Sawyers, the Honorary-Magistrate, who assisted to bwild the school-
house, and subacribes mounthly, and of the Moousiff of Cnlna, Ramta-
ruck Rai.

The books, office, and huailding of the ALkaree Darogah, Babonessor
Rai, were in excellent order, and [ was much pleased with the intelli-
gence of the Darognh himself, and with his zeneral mauner, which was
respectful, without being servile.

I was not eo well satisfied with the knowledge of his duties shewn by
the Sale-Commissioner, Srecnuutl Rai,  The emoluments of thia
class of officers are Lowever so very small, that one cannot expect
them to be poszessed of mach knowledge or intelligenee, aud 1 think this
patticular man bas sufficient fur the geucral work thrown into his
hands. His books were in good order, and their contents were well
known to him.

Mr. Bawycr’s school is by far the best 1 have as yet inspeeted. It
numbers 40 scholars subscribing a minimum of 8 aboas & month in
the English, and I think 10 annas in the Bragalli department, of
whom the greater namber are rogular ottendants.  The chief part of the
scholars are Brzlimine, bt uil castes, cven to the Moochees, are freely
admitted, and as low as the Bagdahs are at prescut actoally represented
in the achoot, g

There are two English and I think Bengalli masters, and the know-
ledge of the boys in English graamar, etymology, radiments of history,
aed of geography, was extremely creditable, sod their intelligence nud
apparent desire for knowledge very remarkable.

The bogs’ manners too, and their discipline were alike good, and’ the'
mode of tesching of the head.wanter,. and his own sequirements and
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intelligence, shewed that be was the person to whom the chief ‘credit ot
the school was due. The echoul-houss is a most substantial bmldmg,
and admirshly clean and neat.

January 6tA 1o 8A4.—Culns to Dhoba & miles. I had not intended
making any stay having no particular bustaess here, hut an accident to lny'.
baggage in crossing the Khurrih Nuddee unavoidably detsined me, and
I was afterwards glad of the apportunity of getting throngh sn acenmn-
lation of eivil suit pleadings. )

Here was once the celebrated Dhoba sugar factory, which erployed
upwards of 1000 ekilled labourers, was worked by steaw, aud covered s
large area of iand with buildings, comprising one three.storied, and three
two.-storied houses, and upwarde of 50 pucka store-houses. OFf these,

- which were ali in existence, and in full use not more than 1! years back,
only iwo houses, one of them quite out of repair, and both fast dissp-
pearing, and the factory chimney remain to tell of the oolozigation amd
indnstry that once flourished. The hListory of their decay seems to
be, that the ariginal founder and sole proprietor retired with a fortune,
seiling bis property to a number of persons or to the firm of Alexauder
and Co., and that after the failure of this latter house, o one was
found with eapital or will to carry on the factory.

It is not promising for the futare of European colonieation in India
to have to mourn, like sentimentai tourists in this early stage of it, over
raine, instead of baving to reireat in disguat hefore the “fumum et
opes strepitnmaque™ of factory chimneys, just commencing to amoke, or
bricks and wortar tn London suburban freshoess; but I imagine that
the downfal of the Dbobe concern was owing chiefly to the sudden fall
in the prios of sugar geuerally, which occurced some 10 or 12 years
back, rendering the returns from ita manufactare in this couutry in-
wnfficiont to give any profit on the outlay, and not to any wank of energy
or carefulness or capital ou the part of the last proprietors of the
eocneern,

January 9tA to 104A —Dhoba to Poorbostullee 11 miles. At Poorbos-

tollee I had to inspect the books of a Sale-Commissioner, Banneesur
Bunerjya. He has been 10 years in office, and I found his bovks in
good order, and eutered up to date, and himsalf to be well acquainted
with his businees, and generally inteliigeat.
At this plece thera is & Missiooary sebaol, under charge of Mr.
Hamll, of the Church Missionary Society, st Kishnsgore. Ii has boen
wtibiisbed 8 years, but comparing it with the Government grant.in-sid

‘wchools that I bave inspected olsewhers, 1 ssntiot sey thas the progresm
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of the boys is rendered favorasble by the contrast, but the school has
auly lately had the benefit of more than one master, and the number of
boys had always becu very great, nnd now amounts to 129, with an aver-
age daily attendance of 104, and ix inereasing. All castes, an low as
"the Tanties, are plentifully repfbsented, and there does Dot appear to be
any nawillingness on the part of boys of higher caste to he brought in
contact with those of lower castes, and the fact of the former descrip-
tion of boye being permitted to attend the school involves the cousent
of their parents to their being trested only on an equality with lower
castes boys.

In more than one of the Government grant-in.aid sghoola, that 1
have visited, I have observed the influsnce of caste, and the evident
desire and power of the Ligher castes to exclude the lower. The de-
sire is easily aecounted for, the power lies in the comparatively greater
wealth of the higher caste families, enabling them first by the institu-
tion snd principal support of the schools, to influence, if not to direct,
their management, and, secondly, to furnish the great mojority of
scholars. Families below the rank of Kayasts have rarely the means
to pay even the few annas required per month for their children’s
schooling. At schools such as tbat established by the Church Missio-
pary Society at Poorboatnllee no schooling fees are required, and boys
of all castes are admitted freely. * There is one Christian and ome
Heathen teacher, and no distinetions, that 1 could observe or hear of,
are made between the castes. They sit side by side, and the besi and
wost intelligent boys are thoes who receive the most distinctiou.

It seems to me that e very severe blow is thus being inflicted upon
easte distinctivns. DBoys of all castes are bereby taught, that the only
distinetions between them are those of good conduct and enperior ap-
plication or intelligence, as opposed to the dpponite qualities, and it
must tend to destroy mere birthright distinctions when boys are brought

"in the bnbit of considering other and better distinetions superior to
them.

January 11ih to 154h.—Poorhostuilee to Gopeepore 8 miles. Whilst
enoamped here, I was engaged iv the settloment of Clnu'«l(lstoadl
Tonjes mehal, No.

The real name of the chur I found to be Kintalipaka and the name
ervoneonsly assigned to it put me to great incomvenience, by causing
me to pitch my tents ncar the village of Kaatosallee, or Corislles,
which I foand to be a4 least 3 miles across the old bed of the Bhagirutiee
from the chur in question.
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T should wot mention this fact, if it were not for the arcdmstance
that in this end in the only other settlement in which I bave thiv
season engaged, I have been misled hy a misnomer given to the
settlement, and 1 therefore think the fuct deserving of being brought
to the notice of the Board and the CordRuissioner. In proceeding to
revise the gettlement of Daveepore in November last, I literally hed the
the greatest difficulty in finding the settlement lands when within
only four piles of themw, becouse the name of Dabeepore was only an an-
cieut alizs to oae, and that not the most important, of the villagea inclu.
ded in the settlement.

-1 bad some difficulty at first in tracing the chor lands, in consequence
of encroachments of the river at the point where the former measuore-
‘ments cominenced. I succeeded however at last in tracing the houn-
daries, and haviog made a acientific tracing and ascertained the rates of
the different deseription of the lavds of the settiements, I left my assiat-
aut Mr. Quseley, whom 1 had been divected by the Commissioner to
employ in sowe sort of Moffusil work which would teach him Coliee-
torate business, to conclude the testing of the Ameen’s dags. of measure.
ment, which was all that remained to be done,

The setttement will be very shortly eutirely completed, for although

K. B. Tt ie pending » cabooleut  of considerable extent in point of quantity
from the Mahnrajah of Burdwun.  of Jands, it is not at all complicated.

Whilst at Coxiullee 1 endeavoured 1o arrange amicubly several jong
stending disputes and suits between M. Liotard, the present proprietor
of the Coxinlice indigo factory, and the talookdars of & peighbouring
place, Mcertolla, 1 did not sueceed in making any present amicable
arrangemient, but I believe thet I laid the foundation of something of
the =ort,

Januwary 16th to 17tk »-Gopecpore to Majdegfh 6 miles. At Majdeah
I had to investigate into the fact of additional lands readr for settle-
ment, which 1 had reason to suppose had accreted to the chur of that
name, sottled permanently in the year 12885,

1 found that perhaps 100 beeghas had been added to tbe chur, hut it
wes all at present covered with gaud, or patches of long reed grass, and
not fit for cultivation or assespment; it was represented to me also by
the semindar of Majdeal, that other churs included in the same lot as
this vae hed loat even more land than this chor has gained ; it did not
appoar to me necessary just at present to enquire into this fact, the ao-
cretion of chur Majdeab not being at present 6t for settlement, L
thercfore proposs simply to Liold & robookares; recoiding that there mre:
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accretions to chur Majdeah, and directing that after an interval of two
years these accretions shall be again inspected, and that if they are then
ready (or settlernent, any objections to their being settled may them he
heard end decided.

It appeared to me that it wduld be waste of timé and money to en-
tertain and investigate objections having reference to lend from which
oo revenue could now or might ever be payable to Governmment.

" January 18tA to 20(h.— Majdeah vifh Blowsing Fa:tory to Cutwa,

16 miles. At Bhowsing, there is a eapitel two storied pucka house, which

was the residence of the {ormer proprictors of the Bhowsing sugar

works. The general deprecistion iu the price of the sugar, which I un-

derstand took place 10 or 12 years ago, led to the abandonment of
these, together with other sugar works, and the proprictor’s house is

now forlorn and tuwmhle-down, and the works couverted to the use of a
native indige factory. Haring reached Cutwa I may here mention

that there is the making of a very good road hetween Culua and

Cutwa, a distance of perhaps 40 miles, principally atong the banks of
the Bhagirattee. Only one bridge requiring auy considerable outlay,

that aeross the Kurrih Nuddec, seemed to me requisite, aod the road

generaily seemed bard and firm, and not subject to inundation. Tlere,
seemed to be considerable traffic upon it, and the river traffic, except in

the rainy season, is 30 much longer, and so tedionsa and uneertain on

acconnt of shallows, and perhaps o comparatively uosafe from plun-

derers, that probehly the existence of a good road would to s great

ettent replace the river hy a land troffic, and there are s great maoy

factories and considerable viilages on the road.

At Catwa, I visited the school aud the town, and-inspeeted the
offices of the Deputy-Collector Koar Hurrcodra Krisna, the Alkeree
Darogah, Redhamadub Dutt, and the Snle-Commissioner, Thakoor Doss
Bain, _

The sehool has been established, and a capital pucka bungalow, well
farnished, aad kept exquisitely neat nand orderly, for it built, et ao ex-
peose, I was told, of some 4000 Rupees, entirely by the inhabitaots of
Cutwa, and within the last two years the exceilent Deputy.-Magistraje
originating and principally sustaining the Institation. English and the
Vernacular are both taught. '

There are 82 scholars, and a daily attandance of about 72. The school
ia ept op by sobecriptions snd scbool fees. About ouve-half the boya
are of the Brahmio caste, the rest are principelly Kayssta and Buneeshs,
but there are & few of a caste as low as the Tanties. There are three
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. Engljsk teachers and one pundit, on salaries of Rupees 25, 13, 6 and

8 a mouth respectively.

1 examined the first class thoroughly in readiag, gremmar, spelliog,
explanation of reading, and the rudiments of geography in English,
The result was mdst eatisfactory, especially, and more =0 than I have

" séen it elsewhare, in the explavation of what was read, the Loys having
evidently beeu taught to thiuk and recollect what they read.

The town of Catwa is becoming under the care of the Deputy-Magie-
trate, aided hy the members of the Punohayet, under the Chowkeedareo
Tax Act, quite a model town. The chief atreet of the town has am
sdmirable pucka road end pucka drains throughout, and these im-
provements aro being cxtended throughout mil the town, end to the
roads in the immediate ncighbourhood of it. They bave even lamps
in the town, not many it ia true, but enough to be the first step to
more, especially if those in existence are lighted at the private expeose
of individuals. There is a very efficent looking Police, in an uniform
of red turhans nnd saches, aod armed all with a police truuncheon of
one make and form. They are uoder o sort of drill too, & tremendous
swell of & jemadar prenouncing words of commaud iu & new version
of the Buglish langnage, which however answers its ead, qnite as well
us any words that an Englishman would recoguize as belonging to his
langnage.

1 dare say under all this parade, the individual hearts of the police
are not more courageous in these than ju other policemen of the same
geone, but discipline of any sort must, T think, be admitted to supply to
some not inconsiderable extent at onee the place of courage in the dis-
cipline snd the ides of prowess inthose again® whom tbey may be
called to act, and, as the Deputy Magistrate remarked to me, I dare
say his police are oot individoally wmore courageods than others iu
Lower, Bengal, but their red cape and sashes, and model trancheons,
inspire more fear thau the slatternly attire of mest policemen. The-
Deputy-Magistrate tells me that the better dnmphne and dress of his
police, the pucks drainage and roads of his town, the achool and
school-house, and other such improvements have been made almoat
solely at the expanse of the inhabitante of Cutws, and that to meet
these axponses apwards of 5000 Rs. bave been raised by subacrip-
tions only, sod the Chowkeedaree Tax has been increased from 53 to
above 200 Bé. a mopth within the last two years. Thess facts seem
to o to reflect slmost equal credis 0o the Dupnty-!lqutnte and on
the town’a people of Cutws, snd though it noutol‘my province, 1
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bope I ¢hall, on this account, be excused for eotering them in my
journal,

The office of the Abkaree Darogah of the Cutwa division, Radba-
madub Dutt, was in excellent order, and this officer seems to hava so far
redeemed the negligence on account of which he was removed from the
Burdwan to the Cutwa division, as a punishment, involving a redue-
tion of 10 Rs. a month of pay,that T shall consult, with the Deputy-
Coilector in charge of the Abkarree mehal, on the point of restoring
bim to his former situation, and this the more especially that his sue-
cessor, Bonomallee Mookerjee, has not, | understand, given entire satis-
faction.®

The books of the Sale.Commissioner, Thakoordass Ssin, were in
good order, and he showed himself well acquainted with their coutents,
and the natore of his duties generally. He is an officer of 16 years’
standing.

January 213¢.— Cutwa along the banks of the Adjai to Shambazar,
8 miles.

One of the objects with which I am visiting this part of the district,

N. B.—Commissioner's lotber No. is t.o endeavour _to .diac‘over any epots at
214, dated S0th August, 1658, and Which works of irrigation, such as those
Clilal Bagioeer L. P. Ciroular No.  gucceasfully carried out by Mr. Grose on
820, 24th Juae, 1858. the Damoodah, may be practicable, A»
far as I have yet seen, any such works do not seem to be at all generally
peeded along the Adjai.

*The banks of this river are usually very high on both sides, the
river iteelf does not bring down nor consequently deposit such masses
of sand as the Damoodah, and along the banks the lands baving given
their antumn crops of paddy are now clothed with spring crops of
mustard oil, linseed, or barley. At one place ouly did I observe any
native irrigetion going on, vig., near the villages of Shahpore and Sree-
‘soorcorah on the rigbt bank, snd here it so happened thet the bank
was low, and the country aloped inland, ao that possibly s dam across
the Adjai might at very little expense create the irrigatioo reguired, but
the iiver ia véry shallow here, and indeed everywhere at this seaspn, not
much above one foot at two fords which I crossed. It does not however
beoome much more, 5o T wus told, st any time thronghout the year.

'ah-uuwhhnwwhmw-,m—u Ilh
mt-huﬂo&'.ld/fr,&f’fﬂm » 1 proposs &0 resiors the Daronb 0 e
Burdwan divislon frem ths Ist May, 1858.)
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Jomuary {0 22nd 24th.—Shambazaar vih Camarpore, Ichapdre, and
Kapkorsh, to Notongaon aad Mungulkote, 14 miles.

I struck the river bank agsio at Kamarpore, and proceeded along it by
the roate indicated above. It was a loug ride however, and I had not
time .to cross to the left bank at acy place. Tbis left bank appears
to me to be uearly every where higher than the right bank, and the
country inland seems to rise from the Lank.

Between the villages of Bonpara and Ichapore, and again between
Ichapore and Kankorah, there appeared ta be & coantry requiring, and
perhaps eapable of, irrigation frow the river, but I write with diffidence.
1 took the opportunity of being at Kankorsh to hold a local inguiry as
to any rights of ono Shoybhagyabuttes Dubee, the putneednr of Kan-
‘korah, to be included in the settlement of Char Kankorah which haa
lately heen before me judicially. I found that she bad oot, and never
hind hed possession, nor any other rights on the Chur.

There are the ruins of & mosque between the villages of Nyahat and
Muugulkote which are well worth seeing. It was coe of many, tradi.
tion seid, buitt by Shahdad Hossein or by Gouri 8bah, ou o road which
ran through this part of the country to Miduapore. There was a simi-
lar one at Kurjuoneh, I was toid, 12 miles heace, and another at Burd-
wan, and at other plaoes on the old Midnapore road, and near cacih
mosque had heen a tank, and a serai.  Oue canniot but think more
favorably of the rute of our predecessors in this country when we find
them thus muaificently providing st once fur the religious und phgsi-
cal wants of that large portion, the travetling portiou, of their subjects.
And, on the vilier hand, I suppose all impartial thinkers must admit
that it does wot reflect honor upon us that siuce our rule, these tanks
sod sersice at feast, not to say the mosgues aud the roads, have been
snffered to go to deeay.

The shapo of the mozque would slmost incline one at firet to think
that it had been modolled on a Christinu chureh of the middie ages; for
east and weet it had on either side five, and north and south it had
ot either end two, corresponding arches of Gothic architectore, exqui-
sitely light and well-shaped, aud at the south end there is & niche like
s piscine, and on the west side there is another viche, like those formed
to bold. figures of msinty in Romac Catholic churches, hut when you
eome t0 examine the building wore clossly, the imagined resemblance
m .There are the octugonsl towers at the four corpers,

aad tho three shrives on the weat uids, and the .entrances from the
- smat, and the embossing of the ross and pomegranste, all proclaiming -
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the pure Mahomedan style of bailding, The whole building oatside
and inside was originally covered with embossed tiles let into the ma.
soary, the greater part of which are atill perfect and in their places,
acd the columus were all relieved on the inside by ernamental siaba of
black granite let into them. The ssme granite was used iu the alcoves
in which were 1 suppose the three shrines on the west side. Time
and tbe weather have bad little or no effect npon thia granite, the orna-
wenial part and the edgings heing still sharp and uncorroded. It ie
consolatory, as evidencing the decadence of effective Mahomedanism,
to obaerve that whilat this besntiful and costly mosque is allowed to
decay unnoticed, the ncighbouring Asthan or shrine (square, volgar and
hideoue 29 a barraek,} of a saint whose very pame is forgotten, is still
the resort of pilgrims, as evidenced by the numercus votive offering»
of the usual ¢lay representatives of horses,

1 had a visit from Kugee Khoda Nuwag, the temindar of the pinos,
who wes aunxzious I should see the injury said to have been done to his
lands oun the right bank of the Adjai, by the failure on the part of
Government to repair the embonkments, the line of railway at the same
time making a new embankment at right anglies to the river, and thus
adding to the injuries done, by eonfining the flood-waters to particular
localities, instend of their being nllowed to spread ae heretofore. I an.
swered that | bad uo objection, provided I had the leisure, to see sny-
thing he wished to shew me, but [ reminded him, when he spoke of the
presence of the railway as an additiousl cause of injury to his lands,
that almosat in cvery place to which the railway had hitherto extended
itself in antive work, the value of land had riren at least a hundred per
cont. Land at Raneeguuge which to my knowledge wmm selling in
1864 st five rupees, can ocly be had st wll on compulsion (Act VI, of
1867,) aud then at fifty to sizty rupees a beeghs, aud it is rumoured with
mach probability that thera are coal and other minsrals en the Adjsi alwo,

I examined the books of Indronarsin Doss, the Sale-Commissioner
at Mungulkote, and himself personally in the matter of bis work. His
books were io good order, and he himsell wae well ncqusinted with their
comtents, and with the law and general nature of his work. He has
been & Bale-Comwissioner for fiftesn years.

Jamwary 25{h.—Mungolkote vis banks of the Adjui to Jehanabad, 8
milen.. :

I strmak the banks of the river at Bancebazsar, and travelled more or
less slong thewm om the left bauk to Jehansbad. At Mpogulpore the
smbankments commenoe, but they are frequently interrupted, and are

q
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rarely of any height until you get to Sindilpore, whence to Jebanabad
more care s¢emid to bave heen bestowed upon them.

There was but one place, vis., between Mungelpore and Tikcorie where
works of irrigation secmed feasible, the left bank being low, and the.
country sloping intand. The ryote here and at Koorgong complained
of injaries to their lnnds from the inundatious, but I cannot say 1 saw
nigns of such to any great or permauent degree ; and, on tbe other Land,
the banke were high and good crops of linseed, mustard oil, and snch
like, and even of sugar-cane, were growing, and there had been in many
piaces crops of paddy.

-1 demarcated and ascertained the rates of the Jands oecupied by an
esmbankment hungalow here at Jcbanabad, and obtsined the written
‘eonsent of the ryots in occupation to the rental of the land at Rs. 2
a beogha por annum [rom the yesr 1281, for as long as the land may
be required by Government. The amount of land ocenpied was found .
to he beeghns 8.3.8, and it has been in Government occapation at least
sincc May, 1854, corresponding to Bysack 1261.

January 36th to 27th.— Jehauabad vid Mustulla, Madobpore, Btundia,
Hurripore, Bhedea and Malocha, to Maliara and back from Maliara vid
Shagorpootool, and the river banks to Bbedea—28 miles.

Exeept at the breach ahove Shagorpootool I did not observe any
places where irrigation might be carried ou. There was however the
ususl want of water there.

At Malisra I demnrented, measared, aud mapped the lands occupigd
by sn embankment bungalow. The laude were taken in 1854, and an
slleged lakhirnjdar had petitioned hcfore me for compensation upon
them. The mbankment Department are however willing to pay rent for
them, and w0 1 went to eecertain the rates, &c. I found two claimants
to the lands, the lakhirajdar above-mentioned, and the propristor of the
maddalook of Maliara. The extent of land oconpied by the bungalow:
wes fouod to be beaghaa 8-18, and the land was waste, and 80 no rate
had been fixed upon it. 1 ascertained however, that the rate of similsr
grass lsnds was from 2 to 4 annas & beegha, and I shiall advise the Bm.
binkment Depsrtwent tooffer to psy ront at & annss & beegha to
whomeoever may prove himeelf the proprietor of the lands.

At Shagorpootool ou the rigint bank of the Adjai, I bad to investigete
into the matter of & petition for compensation on ecosunt lands leid
waitts by the floods pouting in through s breach in the embsukments,

“The favts sppear to be thewe.  There ware ol origmally a0y em-
" bidlpaents bolow the lands of the village of Maloslm until the yesr
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1262 B. B. In that year, however, the line of embaukments was
cartied on from Malachs to beyond Shagorpootool, nnd in the same
year a severe flood cansed a large breach just above and west of Shagor-
pootool. The waters through this breach swept,®nd still each yenr
sweep the lnods at the back of Shagorpootool, and thence pass down
through the villages below mentioned, as low as Mungulkote, heiog
joined in their conrse by the waters of the Kandar Khal, which flowe
into the Adjai opposite Hurripore, snd by those of the Koonoo Nuddee
which joins the Adjai sbove Mungulkote. Before this breach wes
made in 1282, the couatry indicated was always subject to floods, but
the forwnation of the breach at Shagorpootaol hes made them more
destructive by confining their course, whereas bofors they spread
pretty equalfy over the whole country. [In 1262 a small breach was
alto made in the embankments at Buxybazar, but this has since bsen
repaired by tbe zemindars, and they now pray that the breach at Sha-
gorpootoo! may bhe repaired, and that the repnirs to the embankment at
Buxybagar may be rendered effectaal. The followiag is a list of some
of the villages of which the lands nre said to bave been injured, toge-
ther with the names of talookdars, and about the aemount of injury
done :

Bhagorpootool,—Okhoy Chunder Dutt, .. .. Beeghas 800
Reora, .. . .. . ” 200
Nusingpore, Okhoy Chunder Dutt ‘e .. " 100
Orgaon, .. . . . .. .. not stated
Bhedeah, . . . .. - . 21X}
Bodra, .. .. .. .. ‘e .. not stabed
Cullianpore, . . .

Pooroocha, Dwarkanauth Chunder, .. ‘a 100
Beelsouda, .- . .. .. . . 100
Buxybazar, Bundali Sheb, . . - 200
Poogaon, . ! .. ++  not sisted

e ——,

Total Beeghas 1,200

In obedienoe to late orders of the Commissiouer, I shall report the
Raported Hoa@/ﬁml)yw wmatter in the first instance for the consi.
deration and opinion of the Superintendent of Embankments. Anunda-
prosawd and Okhoy Chunder Dutt, called opon meon the 27th, and offer-
red to pay a part of the expense in repairing the breach at Shagorpoo-
tool if it were desnrod necoasery,
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Their explanation of the matter of the breach corresponded with thet
given above. . ' _

The Ferosh-Ameen of Aosgaon attended with his books, and I exa-
mined them and bim es to their good order sud his qualifieations.
Mr. Cockerell, Deputy-Collector at Bood-Bood, had reported in Decem-
bar, 1858, that, this officer could only read his own books with difficulty,
and koew little of their contents or of bis duties generally, that he
wrote imperfectly, and that his books were not written in his own hand.

The Ferosh-Ameen edmits, in his written defecce, that the books are
vot written up by bimaelf, the reason being that his mohurrir, a private
sarvant of his, writes a better band.

He also admitted to me in verbal examination, that be was not in
‘December last well nequainted with his duties, but had since made
himself 80 ; but when I caused bia defence to be written down, be denied
that be had ever admitted the ahove, atleging that I had misunder-
stood him, and asserted that Mr. Cockerell bad not in Decernber exa-
mined him a3 to his knowledge of his duties, and had only just look«d
at his hooks aod signed them. He ulso denied having ever received
any orders from me, forbidding a practice he admitted tbat he stiil
continued, of deducting his commiseion on sales before receiving my

Other oircatastances have sinct  permission 80 to do. I shall suspend
;ﬂ: :::n::; i;::xﬂl;e:: judgn‘n?nt ou his case, peuding further
ing the result of w vriminal suit. enguoiries,

I held on the 20th & cursory examination of the Government grant,
in.aid veraacular school at Bhedeah. There were 31 out of 48 register-
ed scholare prezent.

There are two maaters in the achool, ou Re, 20 avd Ra. 5 a month
only, and tbe school was cstablished in June, 1858, The head-
master ia n very intelligent man, bat the school sectne rather to lan-
guish. The boys geverally did not sbew much intelligence or denire -
to learn, and the school building was very much out of repair and infe-
rior of its kind. The explanation 1 helieve to be that there are no
talookdars of sny weslth or ivfluence in tbe neighbourheood, and
something too must be allowed for the recent establishment of the
school. The castes of Brahmins, Sudgopes, Knyasts, and Boneeshs
stemed about squally represented in the school. The reading, writing,
and simple arithmetic of the scholars were very creditable, considering
the ‘recent sstablishment of the school, It iv worthy of remark |
sk, us evidenotag the indepeudonce of the schvols -of the dietrioe
goaerally, that, here for the first time I was divectly asked to contribuse
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to the maintenance of one, T was very glad to do so in this case, for it
seemed to me one in which pecuniary aid was really required from
without, but as a rule I feel convinced it in best for the people of the
conatry to endeavonr to make them self-reliantt A sort of habit
seems to have been engendered in the conntry of looking up to Govern-
ment hoth for the institution aod waintenance of all beneficial works,
it is full time that the natives shonld learn, that even had Government
more means then it has at its disposal, still it must be by individaal
exertions and private enterprize principally that persoua! interests and
individual benefits are secured. As this is the last of the Government
grant.in.aid echools that I shall visit during this tour, I take the occa.
sion to meke a few general remarks, shewing the result of my impres-
sions of such schools in this distriet.

Aund I have oo hesitation in sayiog that I think education generally
by raeans of Government schools has made, and is making rapid and
sure strides, and those in the most needed direction, viz., in the read.
ing and writing of the veruacular, and in simple arithmetic, and I do
not recollect one Government school, however lately established, in
which the majority of the scholars, did not read, write, spell, snd do
simple arithmetic rapidly, accurately, and distinetly; and it is almost &
truism to add, that there was almost every where exhibiicd amongst the
scholars, the utmost eagerness to lcarn, and especially to learn the Eng-
lish language.

, In detail, I think the schools were wanting iu sttention to the point
of making the scholars comprebhend what they read, and in the elements
of learoing they are wanting in the points of discipline and of right moral
training. = Self.intereat, aimost universally taking the form of Govern-
ment employ, is considered and is sllowed to be coneidered the chiefl
aim of learning, and the scholars are never seemingly taught the prinei-
pie that the troe end of learning is the better moral conduct of their
own lives, both in their families and in their relations with others.

And the want of strict physical discipline is also I think very erying.
As a general rule the seholars scemed to attend or not at their own
pleasure, or that of their parents, and even during my examinations,
whers some sort*of respect might have been sxpected to have been in-
spired, there waa mmch noise, talking and laughing, and very little
respect for the masteres observable amaougst the scholars.

1 don’t say that this stute of things is not in great part ummdlhh
in the present state of  social life in Bengal, and in the present embryo
condition of the Goverament scbools generally, bat I think it is the
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atate of thiogs, and ie to be noted and lamented, snd 1 believe it is not
altogether irremediable.

When one man or ons class of men mainteins chiefly a system of
schools, it ie self-evident that the school-masters cannot be as indepen.
dent as they shounld be, butit seems to me that the Inspectors of Schools
might eolist this class of men on the eide of disciplive and order, by
pointing out to them that the wmaiotensunce of such discipline is for their
own beneflt in the perzons of their children, whose better moral eduoa-
tion is involred in it, and perbaps the lospeotors might, with this end
in view, ask the principal persons, by whom auny school is maintained,
to be present at the periodicsl inspections of such school, and might
take these opportunities of interesting them in the meintenauvce of bet-
ter discipline amougst the scholars, andin the support of school-masters’
suthority generaliy.

In the present social condition of the natives of Bengal generally, one
must almost despair of any practical appreciation amongst any clnases,
aud comsequently uf any systematic teaching of the true end of learu-
ing. Cnoostant intercourse between Inspectors, Snb-Tospectors and
8chooi-masters, will effect some thing towards this desirable end, but xo
long aa there is no stability of right moral priociple in the people taught,
aud in their more immediate Tnstructors, there connot be any effective
right moral instenction.

And it is in this point of mornl ifftruction that the Missiouary schools,
that 1 have seen, seem to have the superiority over the Government
schools. In poiot of mere acquirement of knowledge the Government
schools eeem to me to bove the advantage, and this because they offer
hetter anlarier, and therehy secure hetter instructed men in the scholars’
jmmediate Teachers. :

Al of us, officers of Government, if we made it & poiut during our
district tonrs to visit, with real interest and a desire for their improve.
ment, any Government Schoola that we might come across, might help
much to. their improvement in moral instruction and better disci-
pliae.

"Whilst 1 have betn here I have taken the opportunity of a d.ay .
leieure to pay a visit to the railway works as far as Sercol. They are
well advanced, and the Divisionsl Engiveer, Mr. Wilson, is confident
of being able to open the line to Scynthes by Juce pext. It wes ia-
tevosting and instructive of the batare and -progresa.of our rule in this
comntry, to see the ruins. of the former Resideacy at Barool side by side
with the railway workshops, snd owe couid.covtrsst the degree of
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possession of the country indicated by the solitary walled Residency of
1800 on the one hand, and by the stesm-saws and such like of the
Railway station of 1858, with the mixed colony of Europesna and
natives to work thew, on the other hand. We fould here great quan-
tities of potrified wuod, shewing, I should auppose, iron in the soil.

January 318 to February lst.—Bhedeah to Satconeh 15 miles. At
Satconeh there is an embankment bongalow, and my business was to
messare, demarcate, and map the land on which it stands, and to endes-
vour %o srranze the terins of its rental. After some trouble the terms
were settled, and the rest of the husiness was soon performed. The
land ocoupied was beeghas6-17-8, aud the terms settled were at the
rate of Rs. 2 per beegha.

February 2rd and 3rd. —Satconel to Betta, 8 miles, At Betta is
another embankment hungalow, and oy business there was as above at
Satconch. . After measurement, demareation, planning and arrangement
of terms, the Jand was found to be beeghas 4.6.-8 in extent, and the terms
were Re. 3 per beegha, to commence from Bysack 1262,

I took the opportunity of being ot Betta to cross the Adjai to Ken-
doolee in the Beerbhoom district, where an aonual fair was being held. -
Brass lotahs, silver bangles, Eonglish, French and Indian calicoa and
cotton stuffs, earthenware pots and pans, grains of all sorts, and child-
ren’a and women’s ornaments, were almost the aole goods for sale at the
fair, and the stalls and numbers of people in attendance were wot nu.
merous, but they tell me that the fair haa much fallen off of late years.
The sight was so far pleasing, that there was au air of business snd stic
in it which was a relief to the appearance of indolence and idlenesa one
urnally meets with in Indiao villages, but otberwise there was Héile to
notice, moch less to admire.

February 4ih.—Betta vid Kalkapore and Mancoor to Burdwan, 44
- miles,

We retorned from Betta to Kalkapore, and spent = night with the
Rai family at this latter place They sre most respectahle peopls and
own the greatest part of all the jocgle lands hereabonts. I took
the opportunity of exdmining & private school the family have established
for their own children. There were about 15 boys, and some very in.
telligent, but, umightbeupmdﬁmtbacimmlhnmofﬂncm;
the boys were rery backward in consequeace of their being allowed by
their parents to he absent from school almoet at their own will,

1 ind I have forgotten to mention that by desire of the Commiwsionar
my Amistant Mr, Lane was present with me from Bhedeah to Betta, in
order to gaining a little mofumsil experience.
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From a few miles above Maliara the junngle commences, and it is 0n.
broken the whole way up to, and for as far as conld be seen beyond Betta,
The soil is red and white kwnkwr, juterwixed with barnt up rock, and
1 found many pieces of stone full of iron ore. The Kalkapore people,
®ho own the best part of the lsnd hereshont, told me that they had
sunk shufts all over their lands to the depth of 200 feet, and had only
in one place found coa), but I suspect from the similarity of the soi
to that st Rancegunge, that there ia cosl every where, and that the
Kalkapore people have ouly not found it more generally beeause they
have not sunk their shafts to sufficient depths.



APPENDIX.

Boapwan COLLECTORATE:
Janvary .17¢h, 1839.
To Cuptain }. P. BeaprE,
Swperintendent of Embankments, Lower Provinces.

S1r,—In your letter No. 603 of the 23rd June last, to the address of the
Cotnmissioner of the Burdwann Division, you proposed that a Colleciorate officer
should be deputed to accompaoy you on an inspection you had been desired to
make, in November following, into the condition of the country on the right
bank of the Damoodah.

2nd. The Commiasioner haring deputed me for Lhis inspection, it was arrsonged
by you to cdmmence on the 6th November last. This date was subsequently
altered hy vou to the 26th November, and on that date again you finoily told me
1 hed best make the inspection slone, ns you hed slready visited the chief part of
the country iu question, and could not say cxactly when you would be at leisure
to accompany me over the rest of it.

3rd. According, on the 29th November, I commenced my tour of inapection,
add between that date and the 18th December following, I traversed the whole
of the inundsted country, from Saneeghal-Golsh north to Kote-S8imool south,
within my jurisdiction.

4th. The object of my inspection T understood to be this : viz., o endeavonr to
discover, as required in the Senior Secretary to the Government of Bengul's
letter, No. 1493, 10th May, 1858, by local investigation and enquiry, the present
‘conditicn of the tract of country inundated, as compared with its condition pre-
vious to the removal of the right embankmenta.

5th. T must premise that I was oot able to ind any “ official records or other
sowrees”’ from which T could gather in detail the condition of the innudated traot
of country previous to the removal of the embankmeats, sud that being unfortit.
nately deprived of the local and scientific knowledge and experience which you
would hare afforded me, my only mesns of comparing the past snd present
ocoedition of the country were the resalt of my own obaervations, sud # compe-
rison of the depositions of villagers taken every where en roufe,

6th. My own olwervations were muinly directed 1o Lhe point of discovering
whether or not the comdition of the particular lends inspeeted shewed recsnt or
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long standing injury, & point on which it seems to me that the eye is soon abie
to disceru with cnnsiderable accuracy.

7th. The comperison of the depositions of witnesses was conducted in thia
way. The depositions were taken on four maip points: first, the amount of
land injured or destroyed ia the particuler village inspected; secondly, the
swount of the same lands in neighbouring villages ; thirdly, the general direction
of the inundations ; fourthly, the period from which the injuries dated.

8th. Now viliagers may be expected to exaggerate injurics sustained by
themselves, and to falsify circumstances in connection therewith ; but the hope
of benefit to themselves will lead them even to deprecinte injuries done to their
neighboars, with whom tbey heve no proprietary connection, and when a sueces-
sion of villagers, mriles spart, and acquainted often only by report with the lands of
which they are speaking, umite in telling the same story, varying ooly es much
as was patural in detail, and verified by subsequent or previoue Jucal investigation
and cheervations, thbat story seema to me worthy of notice.

oth. 1 had intended giving notice of my proposed inspection to the different
talookdars and othern interested, in order to their meeting me at the different
villages, and pointing out to me any iojury done therein; but on reflection I
abandoned this intention, es likely to lead to the cooking up of false and exag-
gerated statements, and 1 pursued in preference the plan of proceeding without
any uotice given to villages in which there was evidence that injuries had been
done, and this plen vendered 1 think the informution I obtsined more accurate.

10th. Having now as briefly as possible stated the mode, I proceed 1o give
you the result of my inapectioo,

1ith. From Saneeghat Golah west to Bamunish esst, n distance of perhaps
15 miles, little injory has, I think, been dome, that little nppears to have dc-
curved, first at Hoopsho, where there is a breach ; secondly, between Nareecha
and Chundeepore, where perhaps 300 beeghas of marginal lands, injured before
by bresshes, have still more Jetetiorated ; and, thirdly, below Kemalpore, where
tha remoral of & semindares embankment has deteriornted perhaps 500 beeghas.

12th, It has bemn from below Bamunish west to below Bhadeepore south-
eant, that the grestoat injury has been done. There are three chief breaches.:
first between Bamuniah and Hijuluah ; secondly, .betmn Hijolnsb and Hurry-
pore ; thirdly, between Jamdohoh and Hybutpore,

13th. The first two breaches have been repaired, the first only thin Jast year
‘a3d very insecurely by the semiadars without coasent obtained ; the second the
your before laat, and more securely, and, if I remember right, with the xid and
oonsent of the Excemtive Engiveer, hut when open, the floods passing thrangh
thess bwwaches sppoar to have united in the rear of the village of Hijuloah, and
thenee to bave taken a coume first directly south, and sabwegaontly south-sast,
until they effected n junetion wihh the flcad-watars of the Kistopare veut-channel
helow the villege of Shadospore. -
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14th. The lands of the following villages seen to be more or less imjured by
the floods, and the testimony I gathered was throughout condlusive sad unvary-
ing, that although on two previous occasions, in 1230 and 1241 B. 8. I thiak,
the floods had come in and had done temporary injury, yet the main and perma-
nent injuries done were subsequent to and in conseqnence of the removal of the
embankments.

Bamuniah, Lands south and east of the village,

Hijulnah ’ " t »

HJu * and west Perhaps 1,600 Bs.
urrypore »  westandsouth , d B
Bonteer . north and east ,, . 'a::d and 900 Bs.

Raipore . ellsides L ., 1yared.

Bmgﬂm ” 1 ”» 11 EE ) "

Gopalnagore, weat and south ,, "

denol, " and south-east »” " } P"h!p. 2’000 Bs.
SW‘QDT, " north " "” 113 whae.

]B):mmlsh, Lands on the south of the nl]lge,} No speeiﬁc qmtity
Dukkinkool, ,, " " ., west and north, J . rtained.

13th. The atste of the lands in these villages coufirms the story told of them.
In some few spots, of no great extent, there is hard sandy soil covered by » Arm
¢urf, of coarse reedy grass telling of former inuudations, but gencrally the lands
are only just covered by loose sand & few inches thick, on which here and there
thin crops of autumn rice or winler rubbee, shew that the injuries ara recent,
and not yet irremediable, and thet the villagers have not yet given up all hopes
and endeevours.

- 16th. The vilisgers every where told me they would be perfectly coatent wers
only the breaches st Bamuoisb and Hutrypore repaired effectively, and they
would be willing I think to contrihate yaleably to such an object.

17th. Part of the third breach, the part below Jamdohoh, bas been repsired
by the villagers, with the coasent 1 believe of the Engineer's depariment, the
part sbove Hybutpore in still open.

18¢h, The waters passing in here unite with those of & kbal to the west of
the village of Shadeepore, end thence again with the Bood-waters of the Kistopore
vent-chansel.

191h. The followiag sre the villages the lands of which wre igjured by the
Blood-waters through this breach, and thers is no doubt bat that the injuries
here cocurred sobsegoent io, and in ecnsequence of the removal of the embank-
ments here, however the injuries seem to be of even more recent and less perma-
nent charseter than those caused by the two first brosches mentioned, snd in
sensons like that of iast year, when the Scods do not riso higher thao 19 or 1§
feet, very fine crops of paddy are raised ou the lands hereabouts.
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* Hyboipo¢, lends on the west of the village. 1
Jamdohoh, » " et " | Exact quantity of land
Chbuolbunpore, ,, west " 1' waste or injured not
Shedeepore, v oo " " 200 Bs. ascertained, butmuch
Damasb, . east . waste and injared
Boro, ' north ” lands apparent.
Balagorree, " » » 400 Bs.

20th. From Kistopore north to Kote-Simool, the most southerly village within
my jurisdiction. the inundations ron almost due north and eouth. In fact the
. embankments have often been breached here, aud 8 distinctly marked waterenucse,
of an average breadth of a quarter of a mile, and a length of 12 to 15 miles, exiats.

21st. The principal cause of the inundations here, is the pouring in of the
floods through the Kistopore vent-channel, but there arc embankments breached
at Nusheepore and Jote Dukkin through which the floods find their way and eid
in the work of desolation and destruction.

22u0d. Throoghout this watercourse that I have mentioned, although the
boondary marks still remain of wbat once were cultivated plots, and although
there is (uir pasturege, there are not 300 beeghas of cultivaled land, and even
this small quantity is covered only by thin rabbee crope,

23ed. The places where most permanent injury has been done are these.
First and greotest at Kistopore. Here, in a sort of semi-circle, embracing the
villages of Kistopore and Dereeapore, and touching as outer lines, on the villages
of Bhadeepore, Balagorree, Derecapore, Ongoonab, Bohampore and Beergnon,
the desolation is very atriking and painful. The two villages of Kistopore and
Deroeapore can hardly be said to exist, and the lauds within the semi-eirele are
almost enlirely sand-beapa covered with thatch grass, the sparse cultivation hese
and there apparent only serving to mark still more the general desolation.

24th. This desolation has been caused principally by the floods let in throvgh
the Kistopore ventchaunel, but it has been added to by the floods let in emnse-
guent on the removal of the embankments, through the hreaches above detailed.

26tb, The village of Nusheepore presents the next most serious scene of injury.
To the west of this village the lands had previoualy been injured by the floods
from Kistopore, but the injuriee now appareat on the lands to the south of this
village aro certainly recent, and hare been csured by the breach made in the
embankments. The floods through this breach of course add force and volume
to.those coming down from Kistopora, .

26ih. The next remarkable injury occurs at Jote Dakkin, where another and
the last breach has boen made in the embankments, The lands bere howewer
are high, and the injury doue, being both recent and alight, bas not prevented
the cultivation of fair rubbee crops.  Tho Rnods let in bees also join those from
Kistopore shove.
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27th. T beg to subjoin a list of the rillages, cast mud west through whicl the
floods pass from Kistopore sonthward,

East. : West,

Kistopore entirely, . Bs. 600 waste. Balagorree, .., .. Bs, 400 wasts.
]];-eerglon, } not much injured. 'Dereeapore, e v w600,

whampore, Ongoonsh, .. sy 400,
Nusheepore, .. g 100, Goonoor or Goojar, .., ,, 200 ,,
Kalamh, . R Y || (I Ucchitpore, . oo OO,
Dangah, Purreedpore, and Ramdebbattee, oo 400,

2 puttees, .. o B30, Adumpore, .. R 1| .
Chundeepere, . w0, Peepuldohe, .. ... A00
Hunashool, .. o 300 Dhamnbaree, .. . 11 1 I
Rejarampore, .. .. 370, Komulgirib, .. oo 400,
Sreekistapore, L ) Neeloot, - o 250,
Jote Breeram, .. R F 1 Chabukpore. .. ..o 100,
Jate Dukkin, AR 111 . Shoobuldohoh, .. 800 |,
Koonch, (not ascerteined.) Boro-Boinan, . .. 5 BOO
Shaharunpore, oo 330, Singarpore, .. oo 2000,
Futtehpore, .. v 130, Nursingpore, .. o 400,
Moedecpare, .. ceow 200, Atarpore, .- 11
Resalutpore, .. e 200, Kate-Simool, . o 350,
Wouzeerpore. .. T 20,
Bealce village, dlmppeu-

Ed, . o 400,
Komb, .. o 350,

* 28th. I have notrced more distinctly and minutely in a daily journa! the whole
of the above facts ; but | believe that I have now told you the chief result of my
inspection; it may be briefly summed up thas. Thet from Saneeghat-Golah to
Bamuniah a littie but not much injary has been done by the removal of embank-
ments. That from Bamunish to Hybutpore a very great deal of injury has heen
done from the same eause. That from Kistopore to Kote-Simool an immense deal of
injury has been done by the fiood waterslet in through the Kistopore vent-channel
as & chief cause, and that this injury haa been added 1o by the removel of the
embankments, floods being thus let in whieh have added force and volume to
those before prevailing. ‘That the injuries done are vot, except perhaps in places
like the semi-circle of waste land, described in my 23rd paragraph, generally of &
permansut sature, the condition of the labds shews, the villagers usually admitting
that cultivation could immediately be resumed, and would shortly be restored to
its former prosperons sisle, were the d:ﬂ’erent breaches and tha vent-channe!
named onoe closed.

20th. I do not pretend Lo Jook at the case in an engineeriog point of view, |
endeavour to represent facts as [ believe them to be, and { may state my convietion
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that, if on other gronnds it were a step advisable, it would be one acceptable
and satisfactory to the whale country on the right bank of the Damoodah, Lo
close effectively the bresches at Bamuniah, Hurrypore, Hybutpore, Nusheepore,
and Jote Dukkin, and the vent-channel at Kistopore.

S0th. [ should mention that 1 have been very much assisted in the judgment
1 have expressed above, by # visit | made in August last, just after the highest
" flood of the season, in company with Mr. Execntive Engineer Smith, to those
perts of the inundated country situate ob the river banks.

3ipt. | should also mention that ¥ have been delayed sending you this report
by the receipt lete lrst month of a pampblet of papers of 1856, 1857, and
1858, on the removal of the Damoodsh Embankments, which 1 desired 1o vead
carefally, Having so read them, my opinion remains uachanged, the more so
that ! gather from these papers thetthe country | bave inspected, and have
endeavoured to describe, has never hefore heen examined in the same detail as [
have now examined it,

1 bave, &c.,
{Signed,) CraerLes HosHovse,
Offy. Collector,

No. 3204.

From the SUPERINTENDRNT OF EMmangments, L. P.

To the CoLrecTon or Burpwanw.
Mipxarors :
24¢A February, 1859.
Bim,~Your letter No. 1203 of the 17th Junuary, 1859, has remained u long
time nnsckuowledged, but yon will bave seen from the copy of my report fo the
Chief Enginter, forwarded through the Executive Engincer, Mr. 8mith, for your
perusal, that 1 have been abseat in Orisaa, and | hope you will pow allow me to
thank you for the information aBorded in your despatch. [ have also (o request
you to atiributo the apparent strangeness of my conduct narvated in the first two
pavegraphs of the letter, to the facts of no great food having occarred 10 make
the exsmination of decided importance, snd of my other duties having o gained
hasd vpon ms, that | was obliged to give up a second inspection with the
Odllector, aftey | had exwmined the lower portion in the Hooghly division and
the margin of the river with the Execatice Engioeer, which it was mevomary to
to miake up 30 miles of fras ventage proposed for the river ilsods.
Sud. T am consciowm that my sonduot in this matter (in youwr lofler) appesrs
bﬂllymml!mw’umhplmthhwm
ou resord, unaatisfastory though it sy eppear.
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3rd. 1 will mk the Executive Eagineer to mark down on the an. and io
seale oo uu.rlyuhem do i¢, without taking tmare trouble in the field, the aress
whirh have been damaged by inundation, as detailed in your Note Book, and
letter, in order that these may be compared at & glance with the land under
flood range on the right bank. The Muap Plan which has been publisbed with the
Iest sclection of the Damaoda papers, will enable Mr. Smith to do this, and if
you will kindly countersign the Plan, 1 will forward it to the Ghiel Engmeer, with
your despatch, which will then be more explanatory.

4th. The plan of procedure as stated in the 3rd and the 4th foliowing parss,,
appears to me to bave been a fair and satisfactory one.

5th. The 1ith parn. states the places where the lands have been damaged, but
it does not allude to the good done by the waters; the fertilizing flow is not
taken into account, whilst the sandy deposits are noted, the erops on the land
included in this paragraph were magnificeat, and the soil was woaderfully rich.
It is not, and never has been, 8 good area for rice crope, but the vegetables grown
are of first quatity, and nowhere are the sugar-cane fields so productive. There
has alweys been a great deal of sand sbout the margin of the river in this por-
tion, corered with surput grass, and the bank is evidently of modern formation,
and st Kamalpore, oppotite to Burdwan, where the drainage discharges by a nul-
Iah into the river, the hank bas always been open and low, with a backwater
from the floods depositing sand on ii.

Gth. The breaches in the bank noticed in the 12th paragraph, are the evil
consequeoces of breaches in the embackments made before theso were removed,
aad the floods working opon the tom-up ground, have cut chapuels for the waters
leading into the rear khal.

«7th. [shall forths present offer no opposition to the villagers running dams acroas
these channels, provided tbe ground surface is not embanked on cither sides.

Sth. Bome of the land on the right bank of the river is not good (or rice cul-
Cvation, the soil is too bard and stiff, and in some places the lend is too high and
drains too rapidly, and you msy perbapa have seen that the best, and sometimes
the oxly rice grown, is that sown in the protected channpels of old bresch

9th. [ bave resd over atteutively the 14th and 15th paras. and the 18th nnd
Doth parns., and shall be better able 1o fullow them when [ have the Map Plan
before me, which Mr. 8mith will prepare (rom your more detailed notes.

10th, {n 18i6 1 found that for the length of two miles on the Calcutts snd
Bancoorsh road, which embraces the water courses that run nearly parallel to
the Damoodah, carrying off the land inawdations of that river, there was no cal-
tivation whatever, the resson beiug that the soil ia a very stiff clay, and is too
hard ; if it had a few ioches of aand on it, the vegetable erops might be cultivated,
. 1lth. .Coucerning Moedsepore which ia io your district, 1 fiod in my note book
the Gollowing entry : ** The Mosdeepore bank has boen reformed, and is perfoctly
sound end frm, walked to the roar khal, which has gooting in its banks ; all the lxad
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here is too high, and too lard for cultivation.” T mey be wrong, but [ am jm.
pressed with the idea, that this is the case with a good des) of land about this part.

12th. Iy respect to the 22nd pama 1 would observe that the Hoo’ble E.
Drummond, in his rgport of 1852, made the samie remark two years hefore the
Kistopore breaches had occurred, and aix years before the embankments were re-
mored. [ canpot thereflore connect the uncultivated state of this strip of land
with the removal of the embankment in 1836, _

13th. The desolation at Kistopore is striking, but infinitely less so than it was
before 1 closed the great breach. If you hed secn this place when the floods
were allowed to pour directly into the country throngh an opening 1500 feet wide,
with the bank, which has now zeformed, furrowed, and torn ap into deep hioles,
the river rapidly cating its way into the land, and only stayed io its process by
the teoncity and resistauce of the hard lay soil, you would acknowledge the im-
" provement that has taken place. 1 was almost surprised to find this yecr, imme-
dintely in the rear of the embankment, and were the floods had poured with the
greatest forces, that there were small fields of rice, the yecommencement of culti-
vation, helf bidden and purtially protected by the high grass, which still marks
tha track of the innndatiug column ; bot this desolation must not be set down to
the removal of the embaukinents. The map of the levels of this iract drawn from
the information gained from the survey of Lieuts, P. Stewart and De Bourbell in
1852, shews »ll this land from Jotechun southiward to be waste, and covered with
tufta of long grass. The land however is not whoily unproductive, the grass
sells for thtehing and the pssturage sustains the catde.

14th. The sammary in your 28th para. seems to me a fair one, taken as an
account of injury only, the benefits derived from the retion of the floods by
which tbe eoil has been renewed and wade rich, and the crops generally mose
valuable, should also he taken into ecnsideration.

Vith, Iwould however agnin remark, that it is oot the vent-channel st Kistopore
that bas cavsed the devastation. The Collector’s report of 1852 shews that the
quariar of a mile strip was then uncultivated, and the great Kistopore hreach which

The two skelches, vide Plate at occurred it 1853, and was closed iu 1856, with
the end of the Book, Fig. No. 3.  what bas heen since calied a vent-channel, whea
r:i"":l’:: :::LG:::lluh: the embankmeunts in the upper pottion were
opén, through which only s back removed, a,used the devastation, and when e
waler can poks, the waser loging all whole urea under flood reage is considered, wnd
i yalocity, and aoquiring o differ- (e extent of lands injured is compared with it, -
wat directicn. it will be seen that less harm has been done by
the removal of the embankmants than conld bave reasonsbly been expected.

16th. I entirely concur in the 29th pars., and ouly regret thatit is not practi-
able to pass tha Damoodah flogds, withoat affording a very considerable ventage
for surplus wetérs scmewhero between Bardwen and Culna, bat the determi.
nation to open the right benk hes beta made after long oousideration sod
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discossion, and it was vever supposed that the measure would be productive only
of good, and I must persevere in carrying it oat to completion, as the remedy
cauaing the least of evil,

17th. In deference to your views, aud the statement of tive people of Shadeepore,
1 will endeavone to close the vent-chanuel at Kistopore, opening np the balance
of the 20 miles in other places above this point, and, as I have before said,
the people may do their best to close the channels which the viver ia cutting
into the westward drsindge kbal, provided they do not embank the jands.

16th. I tvust that the different ways we naturaily have of siewing this matter,
may tend to elucidate more fully the real facts.  As Coliector inquiring into the
truth of the alleged losses of the cultivators, you bring to notice the dsmage
done to the lands, and, read by itself, the list appears a long one. I have
however to take another view of the question, I compare the richiy cultivated
areas with the portions not eultivated, and do not attribute the non-cultivation
slways to the effect of inundations. The rent of the Jand also should be oon-
sidered, and the value of crops reared. 1 observed on the right bank,—

Mustard, Majoor katee, in wmali patches, but where
Teesce, the flood had been over the bank.
Sugar-cane. Pawn,
Vegetable cropa. Mulberry,
Mantains, with vegetables sown between the
trees.

These are o}l very yaloable and highly paying erops, and the paddy this year
on the right bank was very rich. In the presence of so much prosperity, the
small ereas placed under eand and out of cultivation seem insignificant ; they are
rot so however to the ryots immediately posscssing these portiona of Iand, and
I am well aware that this wns on extraordinary sesson, very advantageous
for the cultivation, and that we cannot expect to have such rice crops as a rale,
The rice crops must in seasons of heavy flood be destroyed in certain poriions,
hut 1 maintein that has always been the case helow the hend, and the destrne-
tion is neither certain nor tota) over the orea Aonded.

T have, &,
{Bigned,) J. P. Braore, Captain,
Superintendeni of Embankments, L. P,
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No. 1588,
Boapwax CoLLecTORATE

' 21s¢ March, 1859,
To The OrrjciatinG Cuiey Exgingen,

Lower P'rovinces.

8ix,-~-1 have the honor to' acknowledge the receipt of your letter No.

8201 of the 12th instant, enelosing 8 tracing of the Damoodah valiey, and cali-
ing upon me for any persousl or other reliable information in regard to villages
aod caltivation in the sbove valley not mentioned by me in my report to the
Baperintendent of Embenkments, Lower Provinces, No. 1203, 17th Januery lasi,
sod for any obaervation 1 may have to make on the Superintendent’s reply to my
sbove letter, especially with reference to pars. 5, 11, 14, and 18 of that reply.

2nd. I would observe in the first place that the tracing you have sent does
not appear to me 10 Yepresent, in the yellow colouring given for that purposs,
the extent of country visited by me, for if I had only penetrated inland ss far es
the tracing would indicate, 1 should not have visited at all, as howerer in fact I
did thoroughly, nearly the whole of the country most injured by the inundations.
I have however prepared a sketch of the inundated country from a purgunnah
survey map, and this will accompany s journal of my visita, which I hope very
shortly to he able to send you.

3rd. | think, that with exception toa part of the Damocdah valley from two to
three miles inland, in the direction of the Midnapere Rtoad {No, 4 in your tracing)
which [ have since hesrd hae been inuch damaged by the foods. | have ia-
spected all the ocountry that euffers the most from inundstions, and [ do not
know that 1 have much (o add sbout the country visited that I bave not related
ia my letter to the Superiniendent of Embankments, and in the journal which’l
hope to vend you, but [ will ask you to append the accompanying additional par-
ticulars to paras. 14, 19 and 27 of my above letier to the Superintendent.

4th., Acd T have to make a few remarks upon the Superintendent’s letter to
me, No, 3204, pares. L to§. The SBuperintendent heee alludes to the tract of conn-
try lyiog between Saneeghat-Golah and Kamalpore. i havo already said that in my
opinion very litde damage has been done 1o this iraot of eountry by the removal
of the right smbaakments, and | concur with the Superintendent in the proba.
Ne existence at all times of low sandy lande about Kamalpore, bat althongh {
vizited the country about Saneeghat-Golah in August last, and traversed that soun-
try between thet placo and Kemalpore backwards and forwards, inlsnd, and on
the river baok i Novewber lust, { cannot way that I saw the maguificent crops
and « wonderfully rich aoil"" spoken of by the Buparintendent, nos, 8 8 geaeral rule,
any but thin crops and poor sail.  The uousnal drooght of the fast rainy eeason
would sccount to avme éxtent for thinnesa of £zops and apparent poverty of eail,
but, an the other hand, in weasony of beavry reins and consequent heavy floods,
the crops beresbouts are lisble (o be as moch injured by the rosh of Rood-watars,



»
Xl

as in seagous of drought they are injured by want of water. Secondly, pars. 11,
the Superinteudent remarks that the land about Moedeepore is too high and
hard for “cultivation.” This may be %0 near the river bauks, but the flcods
pass to the rear of this, and other villages above and below it, ou the right bank,
and it is there that ane should go to ascertain the effects of the Boods, and
there the Superintendent would have (ound fine culturable land, usetul vow ouly
ws p grazing ground, end former rice field boundaries stilf remaining, to prove the
sort of cnltivation that had been, the ryots now refusing to sow ou the improba-
bility of their crops being spared by the rush of flood-water. Thirdly, pars. 18
the cultivation specified is on the bauks of ihe river, if the Superintendent bad
travelled more inland, he would liave had to notice either no cultivation at all,
or enly such thin crops as could scarcely have repaid the labor of their culture.

Sth. And as regards the Superintendent’s genera! remarks, such as in para.
14, I ean truly say that my objeet and endeavour during my inspection, were
to discaver not mlone the damage, but also the good effected by the lecting in of
the flood oaters, but I could only hear of one place, and I did not observe
any in which the flood waters had produced a bencficial effect. They might do
80 in two obvious ways, either by leaving hehind theny deposits of poli, or
black earth, or by light and gentle irrigation. Poli had been deposited, |
heard, to a very beneficial extent in a vitlage of the name of Bonteer, situate
sbout the termination inland of Section No. & in your tracing, bat in this same
village the floods had in enother direction done almost proportionate damage,
snd I could not hear of or see sign of light and gentle irrigation any where,

6th. The explanation seems to me that the floods do not spread gradually and
generally, but pass into various chanpels less in breadth than the Damoodah
River banks themaelves, and course down in them, with greater relocity, because
in a narrower bed, through the interior of the eountry, depositing comparatively
little sand and less poii earth, but sweeping away, or submerging, so as to rot
and destroy, the crope they encounter; and in preof of this, the lands are
geoernlly injured, not roined irretrievably, and the crops are not on the lands,
not hecause they would not flourish there in so far as soil in concerned, but
beeanse if aown they would be awept away or rotted.

7th. 1 may mention in conciusion  further proof of the general deterioration
of the lands on the right bank of the Damoodsh, that in adjudging the djs-
tribution of villages in estates in which separatiop of proprietary ioterests is
petitioned for, T bave had to observe that nene of the shareholders have been
willing Lo have the villages on the right bank of the Demoodsh adjudged to
them, and that s » consequence I heve been compelled in equity to direct joint
passession to be given of sach villages.

8th. I retarn yonr tracing.— Below are the additions referred Lo in pars. 3rd,

1 have, &e.,
(Bigned,) Cuanves Hoamovax,
Collector,



Xn

Siatement of Visits made by the Colleetor in the interior of the District in the

year 1858-59.
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Statement of Visits made by ihe Collecior in the interior of the Disirict in the

yeor 185850 —(Continued.)
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Statement of Finits made by the Collsctor in the inlerior of the Distpiot in the
. year 185859 —( Continued. }
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Statement of Finls made by the Collector in the interior of the Distviol in
year 1858.-39.— (Continued )
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