‘vious appearances. L
ly arifes from the view'o .
‘nefs united in the fame object ; ,‘
no doubt, from" the appearince of' alfumied
mfethuty . wﬁd as of Ai"x:;ﬂ’ ﬂihs ATiC
nimportant # ‘and fometd
pcrbzpt thougli ‘farc!;wfmm that f_
pride, which is defcribed in the aff
quoted from Mr Hobbes by . Addifon‘.\ g,
All thefe accounts aFree in this, that the
caufe of laughter is fomething comp%d-
ed; or'fomething that difpofes the mind to
form a comparifon, by patling from one ob-
je&t or idea to another. That this is in
fact the cafe, cannot be proved a priori;
but this holds in all the cxalt:xo ples hitherto
ven, and will be found to hold in a
aglrc given heredfter. (hgid:
lud down as a pnnc:plc, ﬁa"“ Laughter'
¢ arifes from the view of two ot,morenob-
‘(‘;"A ideas, difpofing the mmd
3 Pmﬁ?n? A%dwsxm

”Vox.. 1L

T R




‘ %m. we..
mparifon Ofsﬁummeﬁﬁklﬂdmmus g
. firft with one anothery and. fecondly |
dea: wcha,np eXLraneousi;, wp ouvet [0
irther - Every appearancc,that is made|
f M or .that leads the mind of the|
der, to. form a comparifon, is pot-Ju-=| -
.. The body of a man or woman, of]
3 ﬁ(b. or a_bird, is not ludicrous,|
though it confifts of many parts ; —and itht

“ﬁ  many @ihen thingewith< 4
m bt she. picure.de-! |
umgo£she JKepiftle o ﬂ

t dm th.a man’s head; a horfc’s.neck,|
02 fferent birds, limbs of. different
ba(b, and the tall of a fith, would }u




mtlﬂarunﬁnf‘ !'owm h
different’ unt, @
fame fhelf, no"

?ﬁm #ofw X
- ipﬁrﬁ' a Tau e"
“ or- object mufteith «wéMnbng:l fo’{
« form an affemblage, or’ muft be fuppofed
%o wfbe*fcim’:“«‘ Rk e
' May ‘we not thety'conclude,” Mﬂumnu
““tei' arifes ‘from'the view of two' of
'4 inconfiftent, " unfuitable, or _incongruous
pamorc:rcmnﬁmées conﬁderbdis u~ |
¢ nited in one complex object or affem<
‘“ blage, or as acquiring a fort of murnal rés
¢ Jation from the peculiar manner in which
*“ the mind takes notice of themy ™ “The'
- frﬂm&k&nﬁde’, formerly re!erfbdw,’
“.to point at'the fame do A R 3

syl bigow i = 2 ely  bis ,«l:t e
' ; gl - freed

L

1 Some flubborn di corbitied; 7

- Strikes.dn theq mm 3l e .m:

vy ﬁma&ﬁkjé'i 21“ de“@‘d & ﬁb
, ' mm"




4 mimp'l" Azﬁﬁ‘
q Mﬂ%mw Taying with. |

© fef s 4n ' M’ hmiw
‘"‘ﬁé’fs"’mi? :im ;oin®more general
amu iot “of  fuit-
ﬁ*ﬁieﬁe&wmd%mmﬁ,rm B relas |
“tion-and'the want  of ‘relation, wunited; or,

” to ‘be'united; i the fame affem-
“IBlage” —Thus the offices afcribed to the
m of “Hudibras  feemn ' quite ‘heteroge=
o i"lﬂwﬁ?&uﬁbr‘a ‘of condti);&un
a :& i cd we are toid the

pa-fomuhm
J‘ﬂmﬂ tt‘eﬁ ‘in :l;wmmwmnmu
MW’LW mﬁ' “of - one man!

jéined to the features and body of another ;

Pruchefon; that the eiufe orobje of laugh-

E

|
{
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Ll

ﬁaﬂw a mixrde ‘of unfuitablenefs, lor want

surifing from  the difference: of

thi“‘congruity’ and fimilitude, - a

k

w&ntm tmamemnezm ?5




M&QM the

the more ludicrous; !tsﬂﬂ pro| sl
as in the laft example; &hmghg,mom-

tion of digni 'and a8 well,
likenefs and ilitnde, m f p@
contraft will be more powerful, thanif

one of thefe dppoﬁnons*had appeared i
Judicrous -idea.— The . fublimity . of . Do
Quixote’ sa;;nd cnncraﬂed f;md connedted with
his-miferable equipage, forms a v

cal exhibition ;; but when all this i qulz fur=
ther connected and. contrafted ‘with Sanc,hg
Panca;: the ridicule is. heightened.

lys Had the kuight. of.the lions been, bets
ter /mounted and-.accoutred, he would. not
have-made ws  {mile: fo often; bectuf:, the
hero's mind and*cmumﬂuc.cg being mone
adequately matched, the whole group. would
have united - fewer. . mconﬁﬁnm;o .and. re-
conciled fewer incongruities, . pam;y
lar-in this equipment is without i t ,{Phe
afs of .Sancho and the horfe of!

the knight tall -and,, mwbonnd«mbn f-um:
fatsand (thert; - the one brayey Jplmnp,,‘r
nerous, learned, andxmnmsd l‘m

| mumm’ the.acher enflaved to  his

‘htlly — it 15 not cafy, out of two,

WWNMW

mfiz

e



m»&;mu&mm

lepba and, Hudibras : -but-the  pi¢ture, |
ﬁgugb mote claborate; is lefs: natural:: Yer =
this argues ne. defe@- of judgement.; His
delign was, to make his hero not only.ludi- =
erousy but conlempnhlc 3o and t.hdn reche
jumbles together, in  his ‘equi
fqmm number of mean md: iqﬁa— L;.'j |

umandeformnty. "But! thg kmght of! La [0
Mancha, though a ludicrous; was never in- '
tended for a contemptible perfonage. He =
often moves our pity, he never forfeits our |

are gmcra.lly lnmfhng - 'which- cunidu:dm:
natural;, MWM,ah&w E
m 2§ good qualitics, |1 To ‘have given hime

, adhape, and e n vents,
benwy -

; and fuch weapons,
-and breeches; as Butler has beftowed |
b&&ahm«s, wwldiuvddn&myd:me =




ona gcncmnszﬂied, ~and 0 an
elegant fuit oﬁ_zmmnm the hi-
ftory might have a'comic aimhe has beet’
caveful to contraft and connett Sir Laun~
celot 'with a dfguire and other affociates of
very diffimilar;tempers and circumftances! 1
What has been faid of the caufe of laugh=
ter -does not amaunnt te an exact “defeription;,
far lefs to-a Jogical definition : there
innumerable eombinations of congruity an,
inconfiftency, of relation and contrariety, of
. likenefs -and d:ﬁlmbtudc, ‘which are not ha=
dicrousat all. - If 'we: coukl aftertain the pe=
culiaritics, of - thefe, - we' fhould: be -able o
chara@erife with more accuracy the genetal
nature of ludicrous combination. - But' e
fore' we proceed to this, it would be proper
toevince, that of the prefent theory:
much at leaft is-true, thattheugh every’ ‘in“
. ‘combination is' not ludicrous, &<
lushierous 'combination is ineongruons, '
~Iis obly by a detail bf fadts orexamples,!
that any theory ot this fort can be either efti='
blithed. or- om:hrow: Hy‘fw&xfehm,i
the foregomg theories ave been, ‘or be,
thown . m:hmdb-fo%
" comprehenfive. Afingle

able objeéty: which mw 4

fuppofed: td.mnite! i : -
nor will I midervate to prove] 1{for
TV R, S R cannot),
# : s



" .tht no fuchm{tanceun be -
om m

A cc enumeration of ludicrous
'i&mld be vain to attempt : and therefore
~we can never hope to afcertain, beyond the
‘ ity of doubt, that common : quality
~ which belongs to all ludicrous ideas that are,
~ %rhave been, or may be imagined. All that
can be done in a cafe of - this kind is to prove,
by a variety of examples, that the theory now
fed is'more comprehenfive, and -better
m than any of the foregoing.

Many are the modes of combination by |
which incongruous qualities may be pre-
fented to the eye, or to the fancy, fo as to
provoke laughter : and of incongruity itfelf,
of as falfehood, the forms may be d.ivcrﬁ.ﬁed;
without end. An c¢xaé? arrangement of ludi-
crous examples is therefore as unattainable as
a complete enumeration. Something, however, |
of this fort we muft attempt, to. avoid run- |

ning into confufion. .

I. One of the fimpleft modes of combina-

tion, is that which arifes from  Contiguiy.
' Thingsincongruous are often langhable, when
_ united as parts of a fyftem, or fimply when
~ placed .= That of Eraf-

Mﬂ Abfurda, which looks like a con~
eIt
o h‘n’w laughter, by the mere
tion of ed fentences. But
te f pt is mheu unfuccefsful ; this fort

, pof beingnooobvzous,mam

- : .
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i A?moﬂ tbc‘fam gcmarh ml‘h&ht madc
‘onTke. Enraged Mufician, another picce of the
ﬁﬁ’?‘ great mafter Wﬁ.\ch a witty author -

ly, fa.'ya. that xf daqff:u on
;raordinary

e, of 3




at a variety
bz"t"ﬁf’mmmwm
~ Mwe‘*"‘%

that Parr‘:}'cs fmp‘:' ‘hl ﬂf“ ‘
e MG e
PRGe S L













nnueddifcoﬂr(‘e 1e ‘principal bond of
union ujmopoﬁnmund’ t, though u~
nited by this alone, lndtlumﬁ lentally
united, the incongruities may be laugh
though no doubt the joke would be height=
ened, if there fhould alfo happen to be amixs
ture of meannefs and dignity. And-the
fame thing will be found to hold true of thole
mufical contrivances mlled.mdm. TN e

7- Even when art is not. ufed to'dif-
unite them, human thoughts under no re-
firaint are apt to. b  ridiculoufly wild
and incongruous, ‘When his mind unbend§
itfelf in a reverie, and, ;ﬁ:?tt atl:mim
to any pamcular’om the i ;
to appear_and glide away according, to bhe i
caprice of undireed fancy, the gravelt pi
lofopher would be thy of giving permit
to fuch a juinble by fpeech ot,mm ’9-,‘“- ;
left by its odd incongruities it fhould raife a
laugh at Iis expence, and. thow, dm s,
thoug tswcremtqumibmgﬂmmh&,ﬂ_ - 4
,t“he world to believe, the
tl;at, whm .







red to the humor

. amples of t'(ns 4 of fophiftry may be

in that excellent Enghlh ballad called 73
tippling Philofophers, Hudibras alfo abound‘p.“'
in it. Such are the lines already quoted, in
which he draws comfort from the difafter
of being fet in the flocks; and fuch are thole
well-known paffages, that prove morality to
be a crime¢, and Honour to Jodge in that
part of the human body where it is moft h-,
able to be wounded by akick *.

3. A caufe aadxﬁ'e& extremely inadequate
to each other form a ladicrous combination,
We fmile at the child (in Quarles's Emblems)
attempting to blow out the fun with a pair
of bellows. Nor is it much lefs nd'!’c 15
to feehcroes, mamgedycxopera, m :
ing their laft in a long-winded fimilitude,
or muﬁcﬂ cadence. I he tailor of Laputa,

taking meafure for a fuit of cloachs mth?t,
quadrant; the wife men of f:gd rrying
vaft, loads of things about them, that
- might converfe together without - im=

ﬁmr#lnngs by thg ‘uf%‘%of ’{fcech




m&*ﬁa ‘when 1 know very.
that her facher ~was

fficer 1.” ——Violent anger 'occa=
g by flight injury makes'a man ridi-!
- culous; v his levity, and laugh at:
his abfurdity. mmﬁvc patlion; when it
~awakens not {ympathy, is apt to provoke.
laughter; nor do we heartily fympathife with

. any ma!evolent, nor indeed with any violent
" '._mmns, tll we know their caufe, or have
4% to think them well founded. With
as; We have.00. experienes, ofy; we rage-

and ;eh: -view of them. m o=,

’ all immoderate
merri 7 . The dﬁkﬁ@;&@mnfa,
ard 15 - ,queg,m thg mfporv

th b es it back,
intenf %hmoém ich




Aikenefs smd dtﬁh&ndm but!
ché oppdineﬁ\ﬂmﬁm&pdxty, either in adt-"
}ng mng:i’ m;le&i ma;compameld withi

on';dnng:pemha 15 not -"
able; becaufe it does not roufé the ::tq:x-“
tion, and has" not that wncommonnefi, which’
{as will be fhown hereafter) generally be-
longs to ludicrous combination. This dif-
ference iin the cffe@s of theatrical unprbc‘
m n lnntnd at by,Houm " i

sl -*Mdeﬁmadmbqwﬂ,'m
Mtdmmtabu, lutﬁﬁh';—-m
o utﬂ
--?-!mnxodentefearin anoeher vr‘hed thére
feeiris to' be” o fuficient catife for it; Mi
when we ourfelves are atewfe;-« ¢ tha
SirHughEvans, when he is going
the ' French' Do&or. is  highly ‘i
botb bcu’ufe it is' exceffive, and -

ﬁ il.{n
it Q) | ‘m b m;mm
B L A A Qo Wit

mhﬂ- Mws iy 30 h b ST 6 A
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altry conceits ; émaanghter B'plb

by our mdxgnmou. Or if -ever we |

RE ed anto a fmile by fuch a couplet
as the fol owmg,

% 0 mob.:l

mln‘apo i heavy

ﬂm& in {fome ung\utied mmnent, whcn b
_.\dxfgﬂ“ being lefs keen than it ought to g
e, WMCMIW mmuwd to o~




s lcmm Banglolph‘s fiery=c
*edfacc Thc fonnwm 15 a Greclman
ceit ; “and. fo hi

ghly valued by Stmda, c&gt
hctakes the wrouble to cxplam it in a copi-
ey paraphrafc. i
“In yain to wipe his nofe old Proclus tries;
That mafs his molt expanfive grafp defies :
Sncezing he fays not, * Biels me 3" foremote
His noftril from His ear, he heass it pot . 47
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¢ mﬂ‘ lud ! nng, or by Cﬂl:mﬂir" :
her icrous imagery, he might, |
ubt raife a momentary fmile at tllnellg ¢:x:‘,t
[knc&' even of Virtue herfelf.
_ Humorous Amplification Wl“ gencrally,,be
found to imply a mxxtur!; of
aka.{urd%y or of hkencﬁs 335

fpeaks mwﬂf

ap’iﬁ oot %
‘3;‘3 potlagp o yes:




is faid; — aﬂd’ggnu t’hf Jeemi
tween ihe ended effe® aﬁi

the cau e. ;

Add an additional incongruity prefents it-

felf, “when we compare the ferioufnefs of the

fpeaker with the abfurdity of what is {poken.

—— When Smollet, in one of his novels,
defcribing violent fear, fays, * He ftared like

‘““the gorgon’s hcdd, with his mouth wide
b oPen‘, and each particular hair cmw!mg"
*““and twining like an animated ferpent, he.
raifes the portrait “far above nature; but ar

the' fame time gives it an a apparent plaofi bi-
lity, from the effect which fear is fuppofed to
have in making the hair ftand on end.

It is, I confefs, an awkward tfn , to com-

ment upon thefe and the like pal q;, and

1 am afraid, the reader may bc tempted to

fay of the ludicrous quahtl in the hands of
at, ;

one who thus analyfes it, t

“bﬂ‘.m ‘ ~ S 20 B
nuuhmu?nm bc mﬁama,*”&m | hm
- no other way of cxplamg ‘my fubjedt in a

fatisfactory

;‘,?

ry manng. 0m> cannot la b
COSUEEE gmee b OUEY o8 B oART ,ia a:; k@k




und mthontanypowm m
'm?‘ﬂtat would be a miftake, - Familiar: h - &
: ‘excite neither laughter nor a - |
shent. - All ludicrous and  all fublime - exag= | 9,
geﬂhon,qschara&u'ﬂcd by an uncommyn- ;
ntﬁi”of thought or language. = And. lay "
dﬂé’ ces in general, whether: :;,_;t
fenfes or to the fancy, wm,fgr ke
%‘Mw ‘be found 'to-imply lomething
unexpedted, and to M&me dpgre& of |
ﬁ( fc'ﬁ) st 0
1. Langhter ofocn ::,:ih frqm thc dxf—
Mbﬂwnupe&rd Dikenefs between ob;e&s 1
:WW:[M rand the greater, the ap-
~ parent diffimilivade, and new-difeovered re-
; ‘m:dw«aa ‘greater will be.. t!\g“ﬁ;gpr'
- avendi & adafco':ry"fthe




fin :helﬂ'enhhgeohdeu. nudpw
ting with quicknefs and va~
‘:’imyvhemn can be found any refems
*“ blance or congruity, thercby to make:
« pleafant pictures and le uhom,?z
““ the fancy *:” ——And 1 alfo agree with
l%pc, thz(“an ﬁy delivery, as well as
e conception ;” — and mthD:ydm.
dnt“‘pr?r&tyofvwdauwaﬂﬂu
“*thought," is neceffary to the formation of
true th -lmagu and comparifons, con~
vcxed in obfcure terms, or in too many
words, have little effe upon the mind, bes
caufe they oblige us to take up time in col=
lecting all the parts of the idea; which muft
!cﬂ'ul our farprife, and abmdu: ng
juent emotion msinfsﬂm lans
m ofbems quain
ted s

‘M ) r‘fﬁlﬂis {I“”M 5'mm:
-f»u‘;’ lii ?1"}“:}' ’ ,' ":Q_‘ﬁ: 'S 5] ;'“ a‘ ‘mﬁ

on Human Undaﬁpbg.lm&z . .
.‘f‘ w; "‘Q kwé ‘» 5#4 ‘w»W‘ Wiy v &;mﬂ




:ﬁmﬂ, and themforc eb.:thm-
ot fusitably affected with it; —a fault
n a fcnomil wnm.;ru well
WW or player, = Familiar
fuch as every body may make e-

yy are to be avoided in humorou
al&&mwy*muﬁ they are

mean iglea of b e A o
G!lfﬁs%h'hhaﬂ _incongruity enough to g
be, dudi —nfor whqnama;hzve becn




‘ " . g’ " %, .
he poisst of Fefeblance be clearly expreffed;

aitd’ thie thing alluded to fufliciently known,
can lcarce be too rethiote: for here the authbr’

. is‘not'fippofed to be in earneft, and there-

fore we allow full feope to his fancy; and

here the more ‘remote the comparifon, the

more heterogeneous are the objects compared;

and the greater the eanm& of congrmty and

ufaﬁu’h nefs, PR p,
thomﬂ paﬁt fm' wits are apt

affe@edly to interlard their ordinary’

with' fimilitudes ; \vlﬁeh, hbwever. unkﬂs

they dre uncommon, as well as

only«betm the barrennefs of the "fpeal’&'b

fancy.: FieldingHidicules this fort of pedaitS

,'in a dialogue between a bad poet and a
:lZycr. “ Plays (fays the man of rhx i are
“‘ like trees, which will nat grgw wil

“ nourifhment ; but, like mu
i‘hﬂwm fpontameonﬂy.« as it m!'e;!

{2 v i m ot ‘51
'.,.:;r,(iwx )4 et el rﬁhbmm

‘ '&um, Mn he' ‘of their
plication: T this cafe, thow L«m
thieyrare remote fin - vegard to li‘oﬁbﬁﬂ, and apparen

|

incongruous § and may thére raife’ ‘our opinid! of“
zbuMﬁtM% clock n mﬂ&e rols of :
Q. vmi:uﬁmm ,gn:*’ lll Lo a?mu mb:rﬂ
A £ s Aas ot

W, » d i & f




a : W} "*&3{ Harriah 2w b g VT
As fome c?wus .add to the beauty
; and fublumq ferious compofition, fo o-
ghten % ludlctou,g effect of
ur. In what refpes, .the i
er from._ the. arter,, will_be ﬁmlt%
wards. At prefent 1 fhall - {pecify
feveral claffes of ludicrous ﬁmnhtndes,gﬁ
and give an example or two in cach, wnh 4
view, to xﬂnﬁmm theo ‘
1. One m oompamcd
a.nother mean olne&’m fuch " way as 16
okcvh

aothe fubjed, and fuch as'one’ would

; mhu'mpt"m*thmk of, onifiﬂh an- occa
' ﬁmmd‘wsm ‘;‘x sadd st
* I do remember him fays Fal(hﬁ' fpeak-
ing ofjulhoeShallowS at ( ement’s Inn,|




Whmhcm
v rats dofroh a

wiv O BN RIERRY. QIR M k’aui" bu
“The reader will th mmm
‘even inJ&e& examples fomcthx of

Jﬂeﬁmmth mcmnefs, ‘um@e
yiabedgls o} i At A sy
% "”ﬁﬂa‘doﬂm et and of drum, G i

~ Which makes the warrior’s ftomach come,
53 i;An&wh-o m‘cmlouf-&ap,&cbeér, :
Py e A
‘But that mixture mmhe ob&rnhlt, hqn.
i B W w fenans,
are Audnmuﬂympued to fuch u.mmhﬁ.
Arivelous, or, King Arthur, in ‘thie
tragedy of Tom ’ umb hints. av an;ana-
Jogy between | two fu:lmgs,'thtt were never
before thought to have any thing in com-~

m "7.‘.,.1‘1_ el hm:uu@b 1%

R34 Mg TR il 0 (;l m Rm ‘I
:-:%: ce ﬁfuddmwbmmm‘ - il "
N} 2 i k4 h WW[‘ m’ﬂfg
¥ d’l' thc e Loe 3 “‘3 :
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e sl conﬁda, bas |
awended with an'e, Bntdiu, |

R | w;hdfemdspdgemcm, ‘may ooﬂ' you
“ a tooth, and pay you thh nothmg but
“fv%rh""* e

lohs, = {Hremg e e |

siti'es T o ey s
'w&_ ‘mmdub'”‘“" >
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in ples. of
d;e two firft cafes are common in W
thtthmﬁu peculiar to the mock-berarc
 From thefe remarks it will appear, dm.xh
rifible emotion may in varions ways be maifed
-orincreafed by comparifon and fimilitnde.
Metaphor, allegory, and the other tropes
and ﬁguresxfm\nded in refemblance, may in
like manner hcxghtcn the cﬂ'eé! of ludxcrous
compofition,

Without mulnplymg enmpla.' I ﬁnll on=-
ly obferve, of tl:e-Allegory in particular,
that, provided its defign be important and
obvious, a great difproportion, in point of
dignity, between what it cxprcifcs and whar
it-fignifics, will not convey any ludicrous
idea to a found mind; v whetean&g
thor is at pains to dcgradc his allegory, ei
by the extreme meannefs of :bcgguﬁm
by conneéting it with ln&
in the circomftances of phrafeology

xmw" ‘ M e oy S “‘ h‘ Ey “M*’
....* See Hudibras, ms‘«a«uw g, ¢

4 f&cﬂndibru.panzmzverﬁggs.' R
R T 'ﬁ
qamnmnd boSkz verf, 181, -




fm‘m of the apologue, deferve thﬁ‘guu ’
‘1 fhall not now inquire. But I
vﬂh,*&atv&mthe moral was of great|
: and conpe&ed with facred|
m Wu-

language, than




n e ATC. you |
onbsm{ thofe. gloomy mortals, who- think:

ligion.an enemy to jocularity ? Bynomcang,
f. L were, L. fhould  not-now be wnuug&,a.m
Eflay on Laughter. Chriftianity is, in 3
opinion, notmerely a friend to chearfuls
but the only thing in the world which m
make a confiderate mind mﬂymdme
manently -chearful.  But between o
and {neering, bc:mengomplxccncy and cqu‘
tempt, between innocent mirth .and . un-
feafonable b , there fcems, to. me,
mﬁ:&: v:rt‘hya wide di m“is{ &; i:gﬂ;

r tm in.t

Dryden .in,one of his m«, m
hwdlymwm zoafﬁrm that. rgu\ﬁmk, m
fometimes be occafioned by thofe unexpe
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ift and Butler; and {hould think,.
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"Who had rgad Alexander Rofs overo e
bizs’ wbig Y B b s ,“;g;‘;; ﬁ“r Wy “’:5:; i |
rant, that thefe combinations, confider- |
ﬁg‘z wit, have little or no merit. * Yet they |
feem 1o poflefs in a certain degree the ludi- |
d‘c(nf charaéter, and to derive it from the di- |
y of the words and meaning as con= |
‘rafted with the unexpe@ted fimilarity of the |
founds. ~In ordinary rhimes, the found, be- |
‘ing expected, gives no ﬁu’pnﬁ:' and, bemg |
common, feems  natural, and a of |
_c¢ourfe :# but when two or'three words, in |
‘the end of one line, mxmfmndm
two or three fyllables of the ﬁmc wotd‘ in |
~the end & anoth;r are
md and more fi
ngthe more, the lefs they :
ﬁed, and the lefs they feem to be f(mg‘ht
thefe rhimes muft lofe their effe® when
'33.':“ And the fame thing muft hap-|
’eﬁ, they are incorrect, on account of |
imp&ﬁﬂrcfcmbhnce, and becaufe every |
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all fenouspoetry and even to the :ﬂ'e&d‘
sowmnu,uhn all their notions from
thepn&nce omeeceandRome, have re- -
ed rhime of every kind as a ridicu-
lousdung But that cannot be ridiculous,
to' which we are continually accultomed ;
whxch, ‘independent on cuftom, is in itfelf
almoft univerfally pleafing ; and which has
acquired additional grace and dignity, byhcr
ing fo much ufed as an ornament in o
moft beamfu.l mapdinons Si q\;
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"' % Hobbes, byuum of this kind,’ -u,m.
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; in their initial cpannanu. Lo» % :
ed ‘alliteration. © Some “avthors fpeak of W#&
of the vtmoft contempt and- m,‘mm i

but fools and fops could mkc plqﬂ'ue
? wlm;t it mog often, and eems 1o b:p‘g

dy, s a nial appcmnoe to- i

-d becomes o . But that many good  judges ‘d-f :
W#‘mﬁy‘hve been  pleafed mshuu,'mq
appear by innumerable cnmplcs
Spenfer, Dryden, and others. , pmioqs to thc k

h\gu nce ofcuftom, it caly to det
ther a fimilarity of founc m :

the end, of contiguous words, : i
acmmpmur mrcd:gnbk mn:;lcm i That B

th alliteration and rhime, though not equally perhaps, |
are howevepmunlly. plc:ﬁng to the cars qf our § el

is evident, not onl whn
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shth the fubftantive ?  Homer hlmfelf often
repeats certain harmonious fyllables of fimi-
lar found ; which he might have avoided,

and with whnch therefore, as he feems on
fome occafions. rather to feek for than to fhua
them, we may prefume that he was pleafed *,
It is “true, the Greeks and Romans did h%t
admit, in their pogtry, thofe fimilar endings
of lines, which we call Rhime." The reafon
probably was, that in the claflical tong\mi

m'nle that three woﬂh& at kaﬁ of each finc ﬂmu}d bc '
‘gin with the fnmc fetter :
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nd i‘lumes in modern. poetr' y“"
‘”mlh it more effetually from pro

vmﬁd Romans ddhngmﬂmd thgrs

: and by the compoﬁtxon’ pog
genius of their languages “allow- |
od, t}nm to bcftow innumerable graces, m
selpet of arrangement, harmony,

and v
thrcof lh‘ bcﬁ a s\ dl’“luw
. from the irregularity of their &m&me,i i E
ncularly from their want of inflexion, are but ";‘:
” moderately, fufceptible : and therefore, of
shime, %!markof diftinétion, our poetry
may fometimes {tand in need, though theirs |
d;dnot. In faft we find, that Blank verfe, |




15 pious fource of ludxcrmis 'c&lﬁ
nnumerable are the examples that
xmght givcn on this head, but I fhall con=
fine m.y rema%ﬁ (o a fcw uf the moﬂ obﬂ-

o‘ls' . L 1]
fﬁﬁ‘?nen& appearing unexpe&t&-
in a ferious argument, fo asto | what

ncd an annchmax, are often

of la,ughttr, ‘Waller, in a mag'mﬁ‘céﬂi en~
qommm Summer Ilands, pmvokcb‘l
fmile cal orf aﬂmmttmn, by a conmt
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ol ..uH : A ¥ AR

W‘nh R pannne: and the juicy pine; 71
” On choiceft melons and fweer grapes they dine,
‘3And—i‘imh pomoes fn thcnrm{mne. (s

Piadite bl 170 2 B et ad oy i)lb
2. Mean ﬁnnmcm.s, or upr!ﬁoﬂ “in the
%outh of thofe who tﬂ'unie airs’ oflﬂlglﬁ,
¢ is a memo-

o ‘, ga a mad thoemaker who fin-
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lamfﬂ-a rule to'thvfetw to
“avoid the ridicule of “others, that ‘they pro- |+
portion  their bchavxour to their accomplifh-
m““" ii% U eRe gy (oD Y
£13., Méan or common thoughmddivcreé.iin,
us language, form a ghable incon-.
m of which our mock . and’ i
t00 often our ferious ones, afford many, ex~
amples. (Upon this principle, the character
of Piftol is ftill ludicrous, though the race of
coxcombs of whom he is the.

of - Phahi)s, in which the Miltdfic ny
and-phrafeology are applied to a trifling fub-~.
jed, is an exquifite fpecimen of this fort of
ridicule ; ahdnopartofumnrefo, than
dmfoﬂomnglmes su. Nege ot 1 adum
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re ﬁap hes thoufands of exanplés

hﬁon tna, quoted in the treatife:

the Dathos, are well known, S i con-
._\.‘x,nvgpui d;cdouﬂmn is ‘made ‘to labeur,
~mot with a f{ubterrancous fire and W
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Mﬂdﬁ hmand?:d 2 N;y%p;ahs;;
troops ‘guards, by eat- |
Maooun of the Almighty is both §
and defended +. ludeed the gencui‘
- this author’s facred poetry 'is fo e~
7 afly abfurd, as to move the mdxgna-\
§ tmzbf a rcadcx of tafte, and confequently =
;hc laughter, that fuch incongrui
fultornfe, afthefubje&ml
v ‘&ﬂ" a 1
..Qut hcrc it may bd aikedp ‘What is the
chara@eriftic of Meannefs ?: and what the '
general nature of - thafe circamitances, fenti= 18 :
mmd !alluﬁom, "l“d‘i by falling be- 3
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fields uﬁzom;mu i
being memmiﬂmmbuunfﬁl
erdignity, than that of the fun’s
Mhhmﬂi: more natural, more :
andmore. inflra@ive. Even the vices imls’ v
cnm of mankind, the cunning of Jago
Lof Macbeth, the cru tyaf Mﬁ’ v
zenmm,« pride of Agamemnon, the
owch;}ks;m;ﬁ,goom&eewww :
they operate, a m moral pnﬁ)m
for: which the poet introduces them, - 1
dignity fufficient to entitle them to- wphu! _'
An‘ferious. poetry of the hzghcﬂ order. ' Na=
tutal views of human character' in every con~/
dition of life, ‘of human pﬂlons everinl
the moft uncultivated minds, and of theex<'
ternal world even where deftitureof all orel
mmen:; “may be rendered both ufeful and’
greeable, and :may therefore forve o iems=!
bcllxlh the moft fublime M*Wi
vided that ‘indelicacy be k?z MWM o
and dxmh:gmgb elanwd h dt‘;‘!&}

e gaby el
But, ﬁ.ﬁcondly, in Judgmg of this fort of
propriety, ulpec;i n;nﬁ beihadﬂ!e‘thz“ndti‘oz i
and manners of the peopl 'gg,,,w' ahe
work wgs ongmally ac ed: f'qrw a5
st s oy :
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= ﬁrels wereacconnmd not only refpeCtable but &
m:—ﬂr ~we take our idea of a fhepherd |
from keep fheep in this country,
we M ‘Iuve no adequate fenfe of the pro-
ety of many paflages in old authors who
sallude to that character. Shepherds in an-|
‘*bknt times were men of great diftinCtion.
“'Thé riches, and confequently the power, of
~aany. political focicties, depended then on'
" their flocks and herds; welenrn,frbm
“Homer thattheﬁnsundfavom




well ‘executed, wonld bea valuuble work: . Tni-the. pe-
" Yufal indeed it would ser be fo plnﬁaga P
“lation 3 nor could it con gn P"?up:

bmlnf ny of :‘hc ori t;alz P
allufi and turns o gunge. “m
fatbe:“;pf poetry, it would give M'@bgm
of Greek: a jufter potion of the lu
andpflheﬁylcpfhuc can
ed from any on of hﬂyﬁ
mﬁ' 0‘ tg: kmh:nbem‘fap::and,
cier,
dreficd out by that Lady, has morc of the
_in_his appearance, than of the ¢ d Greclan ‘TWW
is ofe-fhaved, his hair is powdered, Mwlhc is even
e rouge upon his ¢lw&. Te intelligi-
bly. his fimple and nervous
into a flathy and; feeble parayhmﬁ,
well as hamibn‘y fometimes annik
Nay to make him the more modifh, ﬁc-
0 patch up. his ftyle with unneectiury
ourifhes in the French tafte 5 vlm-h
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N j,;.‘hu .own. bed, and the
‘Troy harne(ling their father’s cha- .i'
no means, The poet painted the:
hcfawthcm and. thofe oﬁif,e. :

ius time employed occaﬁonauy ycr i
f the hi rank and merit. . Nay.
offices there is no intrinfic meannefs;
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of 'the laft-mentionied poem, gwa plu!uu‘ '
| %WM to thofe who recolle@

that- divine fpeeéh“d-‘ Sarpedon *, whereof
this is an exact’ parody, it ‘muft be enter-
taining in the higheft d:g:uwlhuwéq
that writers of the greateft merit are moft
nmw‘;?m.a “for if the reader per-
. ceive noé’tbéfr‘?m m:aud;: ‘copyand
lts mwﬂ e h’m of t Mlh
loft ; and ‘this relation he will not

tmlcfs the orig be familiar to him. Much
of Lucian’s humour lies lhﬂhit W
the ~p,hrafeqlog} and. compe m

mofthenes P xﬁz&;mt_-wﬁ” .

fhould be more. nﬁ&ed M«ﬂ;ﬁz umourou:
wnungs of the ancwuts, if we were bette:

caﬁmally allude. ; _:'
rodymmuch mufcamoug‘ 3,







Qawum'; miﬁidcgudes v e
wards: dnd colloquial phrafes, byué?ﬁ&lwﬁ?
the manners and bufinefs oﬂowg‘? andhy
a peculiar levity or .want of di in 'the
coriftruction of ' his numbers. - Mthnt facts
and ‘cuftoms are fometimes ‘burlefqued by
modern phrafeology * ; ‘as the ftatué of Cefar
or Alexander wmﬁde!ﬁe, ‘by a modern dref3 ;
- ~=by'that drefs, which is too familiar to our
eye to command refpe@, and which''we' féé

every day mom “men’ of an"chmm:ﬁ
both good and bad, both important and i

fignificant. — Yu ache, ftatue of ' a 'modern
hero in the drefs of Alexander or Cefir would
not be: ludicrous ; -a—pavﬂr’*hwi\fﬁ*mm

 accuftomed to fee mmmmmﬁt
S5 gy » e "‘s, ’.’"i‘,’ "" -ﬂu’}u’i’"

ﬁ’,," G 0%
gt o - vt .um‘m Sdosew, v(JM
5 '; ;"?ﬁw b p.z c i A mwmﬁ W'{M‘t& el

Mﬁmiwﬂaw "“WW’““’

’m*fv!‘ﬁ RV




3

add

L ¢

i i e n I







¢ 3 B

dhtec ﬁmvm m wwuim

- ..‘_._,..,g,..q',...,.‘ -

. , | §
mcwphhﬂwmuw S um ,w.é
ks ol T T e . : s
Wh&emww&&em : ~;“ |
- Here i for horis hay, and meat for en- rg
et 3

hﬁm lfconurmed.. wonldlofe;_seﬂ'e&,

2]

en ining in a ﬂlon;; §
where the author fcnouﬂy‘
- as in cpmphs d| %


















