mﬂ" hhmomﬁnmofdxgmy-md |

mmufs; as well as of fimilarity and diffi-
¢mh¢'{l’s Z »
ﬁxmﬂdﬁy: therexsmmf

mndxth blunders: w xhe
c;mahy be peu!rt e

ed Bdlc -are of dnﬁ'ﬁm chnra&ersg
;. not perhaps« be rcfcr_rcd 10 any onox‘dabof

M—'

! laughable abfurdity. ' I, as often happéns,

ﬁ"*h

 they difguife real nonfenfe appéar-
an:ywolti"g}lcnfe:mnd pmarﬁ;:m ‘
on

* ferioufiiefs ' though real wantof

3 the: Ldndi»luhmw,&,

be explained on tic principles-diready
gﬁed;(»y 4 m.dl 1t .&xﬂqﬁ&xm

‘12, In ]mgun  there are thr@ﬁhs“of ‘
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1al, for that.might be pardoned in a Scotch
writer who_ lived one hundred. and: twenty
years ago, . as .f mwmfm

thofe letters muft have been written with a

And though there is reafon to believe the

author had no bad meaning, one cannot

faw

s dw“ﬁ 3 ‘|‘,- ‘d'ﬁ'u nb." ¢
" Quod nea. uam veriti fumus, “ut pofieflo 'r'.geng

e

without horror fee religion ﬁmﬁncd by a §
hrafeology which one would fooncr expect




e ignorant; ‘and ‘e
of ‘the’ feoffer. ‘lﬁrﬁd it ‘
make religious triith in he vulgar
rather fiy, that they tend to make ‘it % L
contemptible. Tndeed a preacher, who s .
a difplay of m yfical learning, or inter-
lards his - tion with terms of art of
feience, or with ‘uncommon words derived
from theGmHud*Lam, ‘muft be lttle
undeﬂlood by unlettered’ hearers s“but@mil

a fault which every preacher who has'thie
mﬁru&loa of his people at heart, and i3
mafter of his language and fubject, will -
carefully and caﬁfu ndd. For - between
plainnefs and meannefs of expreflion’ there

is a very wide difference. & ‘ords are
univerfally \mdﬂ‘ﬁpOd, w&

every argument, and are d‘



fw.—’*w ‘expec amore polite
lez s And this is fo much; the cafe, that
n:North Britain it is no uncommon thing
tadce a man obtain a charader for (joculari=
ty,smerely by fpeaking the ‘valgar broad
Scorch.  To write in that tengue, and yet

. BOWIO I *-“:rqf:i B, U s A hw. sl

nciagion., . ﬁc;lﬂl’“w
T




ther would condude that He wﬁ.%
Not that this - 1s naturally more ri~

diculous than o - While and
mm»m:he«eom " of Scot.lm‘rk::d,»by :

the moft polite perfons in the kingdom, it
had all the dignity that any other ton “ﬁxe, c-
ually fcanty and m&ulnvamd, €0
?efs; and was a diale&t ofEnghﬁ,ux:hc
Dutch is of German, or the Portuguefe, of
Spanifh; that is, it. was a language derived
from and like another, but fubjet to its own
laws, and re guhmd by the practice of thofe
who writ and fpoke it. But, for more than
half a century paft, it has, even by the
Scots, themfclves, been confidered as the dla'
ale@t of the vulgar; the learned and poli
havmg, for the moft part, : o_pmd the Engf-
lith in its ftead;—a preference juftly due to
the fuperior genius of that noble language,
' the natural effect of the’ prefent mul
‘conflitution of Great Britain. And mio\
there is no fuch t
nd of, the native tongue; Io&wg*pnﬂh
language, but. ;v_hz |15 ‘believed
%.u nmm county m-,m own

Tali “fm”"ﬁat’ of th
i€ | ?;acé"ﬂ dirﬁﬂhl‘g’l’lw




MMWM mun:g:w; nnﬁuﬂq‘iﬁ ‘.
, to a mative of Buchany shan the

wof Buchm iq to-a ‘mativé: of Edin=
burgh. reseny visv doh g bedool |
<¢The, gram:r gatt oE Myb%fbfpt ;
herd s written |in-a broad’ Scotch dialé@:
Thc:fcnw-ofthw mm;mma; the |
nces in 5 the charaQers well

drawn, ~well diftingui «and .well con=
wafted ; and the fable has more probability
than nyfothrpaﬁomlﬂmm‘i!hmm
‘with. To an- Englifhman, who

had never converfed with the common people
of Scotland, the language would appearion=
ly-antiquated, obfcure, or unintelligible; but
tooa Scotchman who thoroughly underftands |
itpand is aware ofeits vulgarity, it appears
dudicrous ; from the contraft between meanncfs |
&M&n& dignity or ferioufuefs of fenti- |
ments ' Ehiiss gives a farcical air even to the |
mﬁaﬂa&ngpamof the poem; and occa-
fions «an impropriety of -a peculiar kind,
which is very obfervable in the reprefenta- |

- ton. And accordingly, this play, with all
_its merit, and with a ftrong national partia~
lity in its favour, has never givm general fa~ §
“tisfadion upon the flage. :
oﬁ! have lici‘m(h;g a pretty !‘\gﬁ?mm
fing it f complece, as to ‘exhibit every {pes |
cies of ludicrou abf»“; ity., ‘Nor tm 1 cer- *

e, o v st o e,
i . ‘N
: ‘ . s




Ww ,
looked as not very material; efpecnlfy“

WWM%M | -
miiliar, is both copious an 1d tho'
frequently fpoken of mmaopmﬁﬂ
neral- terms; has never been attempt=
ed, fo faras ilino# in the of induétions
bee:?gg:ctﬁ rwtllifa - what has
] ‘the ‘theory hat tdpped.nh
phnﬁble adﬁ&;'ud that the philofop
b e e
7 And they who may' thin :
amufe  themfelves at any time widl this fpes!
culation, whatever ftrefs thz:ny lay upons
my reafoning, will perha thauémm«
in my collection of mmpla And, provi=\
ded they fubftitute, a more perfeﬁwcﬁ

their own in its ftead, I fhall ‘not be offendw~:

ed, if ZJ means of thefe very examples they:
out and demom the impern!
my(nxge. kil vtk Y- ehevyidww

peairbporion Tandl " LB

agiraen Taneden ottt fdsie bay Sbor el

S8 dpusnen tovt R Teus dell “ e Rl o v
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means of greafe and nxg.l canfohdaud into
pafte: he could hardly fail to be ftruck with

the appearance; and 1 quefion, whether the

features even of Heraclitus himfelf, oriof
the younger Cato, would not relax a . little
upon the occaficn, = For in this abfurd imi-
tation of nature, we have likenefs coupled
with difimilitude, and imaginary grace with
real deformity, and inconvenience fought af-
ter with eagernefs, and at confiderable ex-~
pence. Yet in thefe fathions they who are ac-
cuftomed to them do not perceive any thing
ridiculous. Nay, were we to fee a ﬁync lady
drefled according to the mode flill extant in
fome old pi¢tures, with her trefles all hang=
ing about her eyes, in diftinét and equal
portions, like a bunch of candles, and twift-
ed into a hundred ftrange curls, we fhould

certainly think her a laughable phenomes

non; though the fame obje@ two centuri

ago would have been gazed at with admira~ -

tion and delight. There are few incongrui~
ties to which caffom will not reconcile us 1.

. Nay,

% Inthe year 1764,

t+ In the age of James the Ficlt, when fafhion, had |

confecrated the Pan §nd Parencmafia, the heavers of '@

quibbling preacher, were, 1 | doubt nat, 1both
3 @R

attentive ||

ﬂgﬁggi Rtk wpiver(®, hevalence ef-wm

- . .

1 ’»‘i

. by 4’\;‘.‘..;



g wbﬂe in vogue, which whel
ty, there-

 ltogether fright/ul. Incongrui )
p foce, in order ¥o be ludicrous, muft bom
fomemcd'umnncommon

“To this it will be objected, that thofe lu-
1s paffages in books, that have been
~ many times Jaughed at by the fame perfon,
~ do not entirely lofe their efie® by the fre-
i R

even on folemn oceafions, would almoft annihilace its In- *
dicrous cficét. it may be doubted, whether any au-
dience in Great Bhitain would now maintain their gra-
wity, if 1 wergto be entertained with fuch a fermon,
as Sulton’s ion for the Credulous ; from which, fo
the reader’s amufemen® | tranferibe the following paf- |
figes 2 — * Here I have undertaken one who hath gver- S8
*taken many, a Machiavilian, (or rather a matchlefs |
au), ooc that profefleth himfclf :obesfmnd,
i . he is indeed a ﬁmd. His greateft amify is but
: ﬁ’ d pamity. — His Ave threatens a ve; and |
‘W fiften not o his treacherous Ave, but hear-
‘Siken unto Solomon's Cave; and though he fpeaketh |

., y,bchcvchmnot—'l‘houhlall him
n ﬁmer:: (for I mean to deal very plainly |

him to a devil.” If he be
M“‘M“&:mm are & fpellto expel this

devil, o~ Wring not my words, to wr

o cruite th oy ot “"ﬁt&;




fing,

often become almoft new tgns P ——
read them a fecond or thivd umc,*t
membrance of the former emotion may {
to heighten: the prefent; — when we read.
them in company, or hear them read, our
emotions are enforced by {fympathy ; — and
all this while the wit or humour remains the
fame, unimpzired and unaffeted by acci-
dental aflfociations. Whereas, on the o=
ther hand, there are many circumftances that
tend in time to obliterate, or at leaft to. ﬂqﬂr
- en, what at firft might feem ridiculous .am
modes of converfation or,drefs. For thi
are not always agreeable or difagreeable u’l
proportion to their intrinfic beauty. or defgs
mity; much will depend on extrancous and
accidental connections :  and, as, mcn"wl;p
live in fociety do daily acquire new compas
nions, by whom their manners ‘are in {ome
dcgrec tindtured ; fo whatever is driven 4-
bout in the tide of human affairs s daily
made a part of fome nmaﬂ'cmbhgq,mlnd
daily contradls ncv(vl' quahu;:m from Me
things that chance aflociate t.

'- 'u‘in itfelf per ﬁifomewfm ndml-

w

15; bur grfon
Yia: B v "4."". i ) |.

acly it




.mﬁnﬁeat&ee‘encc:,ofdw yearer,
the wearer will a’ render even his
z refpectable. fine lady may have a
thoufand charms, cvcrybnc of which is more
than fufficient_to make us fond of the little
_irregularities of her temper, and much more
to reconcile us to any awkward difpofition of
her ringlets or apparel.  And the fine gen- |
tleman, whofe hair in ‘its economy fo little |
refembles that of Milton’s Adam *, may be, Q
i

!

what no ungracefulnefs of thape or feature |
will ever expofe to ridicule, a faithful friend,
a valiant foldier, an agrecable companion, or |
a dutiful fon. Our natural love of fo- |
ciety, the various and fubftantial pleafures |
we derive from that fource, and our prones
nefs to imitation, snot to mention the power
of cuftom, foon reconcile us to the manners
.of thofe with whom we live; and therefore l
cannot fail to recommend their external ap-
pearance, ' -

~ All the nations in Europe, and perhaps all
the nations on earth, are, in fome particulars
of drefs or deportmcnt, mutually ridiculous |
'to one another; and to the vulgar of each | |
nation, or to thofe who have never been |
from home, nor converfed with ﬁrangcrs.
the peculunucs of fomgn behavmur
Pl :

ioag “ﬂﬁn:?ﬁyhu
u mm
* o Paradfe M.M4~
- o - mq&
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& ‘with forgign mann
thing ridiculous in them : and it is' therés
fore reafonable, that a difpofizion to laug it

the ‘drefs and geftures of a firanger (pro=

vided thefe be unaffeéted on his part) fhould

be taken for a mark of rufticity, as well a§

of ill-nature.. Tragedies written in rhime, or
pronounced in Recitative, may be thought
ridiculous, when one has feen but little of
them; but it is eafy to give a reafon why
they fhould be highly and ferioufly intereft-
ing in France and Italy. That cannot be'lw
dicrous, that muft, on the contrary, be'the
- obje&t of admiration, to which we have been
accuftomed to annex ideas of feftivity amd
leifure, of beauty and magnificence, which
we have always heard fpoken of ‘as a 'mat-
ter ‘of univerfal concern, and' with which
from our infancy we have been acquaintedy
May we not, then, fet it down, as acha-
racer of Ludicrous abfurdity, that it is'in

fome degree new and furprifing 2 Wittici{ms -

‘that appear to be ftudied give offence, inftead
of ‘entertainment : and mnothing: fets' off a
merry tale to fo great advantage as an un-
promifing fimplicity of ftyle and manner.
By virtue of this negative accomplifhment,
men of moderate talents have been known to
contribute moré go the mirth” of the compa-

ny, than thofe could eser.co, who, with fu-

perjor powers of enius, were more artful in
RNy -

o

]
o




: #a lzughable
requifite in tellifig a flory; nor fhould

'» nymn attempt to bedxﬁ'ufc in humorous

w:;%n:‘;meﬂ‘ma é

" marrative, but hé whofe wit and eloguence
are very great. - A joke is always the worfe |
for being expected : the longerit is with-
held after we are made to look for it; the

~more will. its volatile {pirit lofe by evapo-

ration, The greateft mafterpieces in ludi-
erous writing would become infipid, if too

frequently perufed ; decies repetita placebitis |

a character that belongs to few of them : and

I'believe every admirer of Cervantes and Field-

ing would purchafe at a confiderable price
the pleafure of reading Tom Jones and Don
Quixote for the firft time. - It is true, a good
comedy, well performed, may entertain the
fame perfon for many fucceflive evenings;

- but fome varicties are always expected, and

‘do generally take place, in each new repre-
fentation ;- and though the wit and the bu-
“fiefs of every feene thould come at laft to
ﬁkh(hn&ly remembered, there will ftill be
in the art of the phyer, whxch
::; 't;:? wifh to fee
. as every furprifing mcon
;ﬂt‘ hdmo\n. wemuﬁp\\rfuc ourfpecnb-

more: firi ' thmuuqt
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il st gyl 30 roiode
i W“W'M ~and appli iv!“l?—-m
cing is to a bear, ora and Mh:;
to a monkey. He judges of things, not b
their proper ﬁandard,gnor'is they are in
themfelves, but as they appear through the
medium of his own variable and artificial ap=
petites ; as the clown is faid to have applied
his candle to the fun-dial to fee how the
night went. ~ He overlooks and lofes real
god, in‘order to attain that of which he .
ows not whether it be good, or whether it
be attainable; like the dog in the fable, lo-
fing the fubftance by catching at a thadow.
He juftifies his condué to his own mind,
by arguments whereof hg fees the fallacy;
like the thief endeavouring to enrich himfelf
by ftealing out of his own pocker.. He pur-
pofes to take up and reform, whenever. his
appetites are fully gratified ; like the ruftic,
whofe plan was, to wait till the water of
the river fhould run by, and then pafs over
dry-fhod: He attempts what is beyond his
‘reach, and is ruined: by the attempt; 'like
the frog that burft by endeavouring to blow
herfelf up to the fize of an ox. ——Ina
word, more blunders and abfurdities, than
ever the imitators of Efop afcribed to the
beafts, or Joe Millar to the Scots and Irifh,
might eafily be tgaced out' in the conduct of
the wicked man. And ygt Vice, however it
may furfrife by Rs novelty or my,;;l;
. e




puﬂ be depmv
at him.

But can pity, abhorrence,
be excited by the fame objed, and at t
time 2 Can the painful paflions of Hzﬁ‘;ﬂ

horror, and the pleafurable fee
aeéompumes laughter, exift at one and the'
fame inftant in a well-informed mmd?‘ n
that amufe and delight us by its a fﬂrﬁ
which our moral principle, armed with th
authority of Heaven, declarcstobe,(han‘{
ful, and worthy of punifhment? It is i |
poﬁiblc emotiong, fo different in their nas’ &
ture, and fo uncqual in povﬁer cannot dwelt
ther ; the weaker muft give place to the
ger.  And which is the weahtr’—mo-‘ i
ral dxﬁpprobmon, or the ludicrons fenti= |
rAfgc the pleafures of wit d:eud hu=
moura ufhicient counwryoxfe w0 -8
of a wpunded fpirit ?  Areaj jeft and pij ¥
nerous action equally re@e&able? 'In l 4

l\‘ in ficknefs, at the hour of duﬂx‘, ‘w'hlch*

 beuter comforter, an approving “con=

c, ora buﬂoon? --tlleyr;membra ¢




BE | o
mBn: what do you fay of thofe Camcdxq
%ru* which put us out of conceit with our
g apo&:g them to laughter ? Such
rmances, furely cannot be all unnatu=
ral ; and if they are not, may not vice be
made a ludicrous obje& ? = Our follies, and
vices of lefs enormity; may, I grant, be ex~
hibited in very laughable colours ; and if we.
be prevailed on to fccthcm\m a ridicu=
hght, that is, both to laugh at and, to
dgfpz ¢ them, our reformation may be :cf'
med to be in fome forwardnefs : and h
the utility of ridicule, as ‘an inftrament of
moral culture, — But if we only laugh at ous
faults, without de/pifing them, that i xs, l{ 3
appear ludicrous only, and not ridiculous, it i
to be feared, that we fhall be more mchnegl.
to love than to hate them: and hence l‘.lyx(cn
imperfection of thofe writings, in.which hu,-,
man follies are made the fubjeét of mere
pleafantry and amufement, — I cannot ad-
mit, that to a found mind undxfgmfed im-
morality can ever ceafe to be difguitful ; tho’
Iallow, that _the gudmfqun max poﬁ'd‘s

) in Iifé; ;ﬁ&‘xt is t‘ius
y © fata”liyazfnlrmg

€53




W hybﬁ"’iﬁddbﬂc
Mﬁﬁ*f and’ !ﬂ'MMg
00" often mtmducocg upon- &6! age.
however profligate ‘a poet ‘may bey
hot to fuppofe, that dovmrlghf”
can ever in itfelf be a laughable’ abjé&m
decent aflembly of rational beings. WM
woked Wife; the Old Bachelor, (he&ggar&

era, ‘are dangerous plays mo  doubt, - anc 1"
f’undalouﬂy xger:’oral 2 but it is the wit and
the humour, not the v:llany., of Brute, B
mour, and Macheath, that makes dwf « ;
dience merry; and Vanbu rgh, Congreve,; |
and Gay, are blameable, not becaufe dx é
have made beaftlinefs, robbery, lying, and
ndultcrv, ludicrous, (for that 1 believe w ~
not in their powes), but becaufe duey ‘l
their refpective reprobates. with ‘engaging’
qualities to feduce others into imitation.
Buvmay not criminal adventures be foadxf 3‘
guifed and mifreprefented, s to extort
finile even from a man of good: nc:plul
his may b, o doube * for, s 'the forns,
ﬁligmodim infinite, it is not eafy to-fay,
how many ftrange things may be affeted by |
mifreprefentation;  While' dw ‘moral faculty
is inaclive or neuter, the ludicrous fentiment,
mopm ‘but to have a juft fqnfcofﬁl
: y of acrime,. mdtemhe fame 1i



*Wmnm and¢ i o
- tever may
be: the pradtice of pmﬂzgatcs,‘:’r, of :good

muﬁcr the influence of “& temporary ins
tion, the common  feclings of manblﬂ
do not warrant fo grofs an impropriety. .
+As to Satire, wemuft obferve, that it is of
two forts,i the Comic and the Serious j that
human foibles are the proper objects of the
former, and vices and crimes of the latter;
and that it ought to be the aim of the faurift
to make thofe ridiculous, and thefe deteft-
able. - 1 know not how it comes to pafs, that
the Gom.tt Satire fhould be fo much in
;- but I find that thg generality of cri=
tics. ate»all for the moderation and fmiling
graces of the courtly Horace, and -exclaim
againft the vehemence and vindidtive zeal of
the udmannerly Juvenal. - They may ds well
blame Sophocles for not adopting:.the fiyle
of Ariftophanes, and infift that Cicero thould
have arraigned Verres in the lan g:gof A-
nacreon. - Nor do Horace and Juvenal admit
‘mpmfon in nlns refpea "ir any»m
Y‘;g tm ¥ oo ¥R i ( 2

deed in any refpect. Dﬁtnm'ﬁf tﬁeir views,
meaf they differ 60 lefs n (yles " TThE

n his fatircs) utndgg:icpsﬂm rhsa;cms :
1 - and a p‘rm 3 t ‘*‘ 5
borate, & . afous, ' ve ﬁemeh? :
; i h}ﬂ‘,} L4 8 iy e 8 08 ) K
2 Q* b ey b dmeng ntd#
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w :
‘Horace, with wmmﬁmbw
‘el the impertinence of coxcombs; - the pe-
‘danitry of the Stoics, twﬁfhdxo\ﬁafshiﬁd'- 3
“wry, “and the folly of avarice, ‘he-would'
thave proved himfelf ignorant of the nature
of things, and even of ‘the meaning uilm_
%m. b o ety Tn l;a. Sw

m A MR 16 28 "mgignﬂ’ﬁ ﬁﬁi’f’i
o0 S0y Tk mm oy 'tn:gin«‘a
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tmcnt,amhldr in fome cafes are mﬁxl&
‘marks.of a: daftardly foul, he dragged Vice
from -the ‘bower of pleafure and from the
throne of empire, and exhibited her to. the
~world, mot in a ludicrous attitude, but.in
‘her .genuine form ; - a form of fuch loath-
fome: uglinefs, ﬂﬂd hideous &Mowga
.cannot be viewed without »herml;wwh 1
We repeat therefore, that wickednefs is no
obje@ of laughter; thg difapprobation of
confcience, and'the Judicrous fentiment, be-
ing emotions mconﬁﬁent in their nature,
very unequal in’ power. In fad, the
emotion is generally weak, and never ﬂwuld_-
“be ftrong 5 ’whllcrht fonnérﬁt”

 ought to be, and in every %
“moft pochrful ri leoﬁ ?&h :
wﬁtmm , ? l‘fﬁlpu Rk tm 244

“#4% . Further - When facred th
“ﬁm meannefs of allnﬁon

the i ruity will not force a fxmle
wdmaperfon, eucytlw ! ~hi




4 ﬁn&&u. evento a tmtm mbecomc

i n-{y ’ﬂh “(,1.

J ‘"4- “ wj.‘, Yi‘\ ; &
: Fll& hetou. madnby ﬂm
~Heaven can ftrike out, like fpuklcs. ata bIow,
#ﬁ. erc a pnnoe is to perfection brought,

al‘econd pght
o Wit and ety

- #% 'With hardening cold and fnhhmg heat, -
117 The Cyclops did their work repeat; *
Before th* mpcnctrablc ﬂudd* ‘was wrought;
b, ™

Anger toougenerally, wlulc it laﬂs apnc- !

great laughers are fuppofed to be good-na-
tored. ~ While all England laughed at the
‘heroes of the Dunciad, Colley Gi and his
bretheen were, 1 dare fay, perfedly ferious;
And if ithe gravity of Edmund Curll was o=
vercome by that *“ account of his poifoning,”

- which no ‘other perfon’s gravity could ever

fervative \é’f.m rifjble impreffions ;. 'whence




fadghves wellifuppbed v hiave ’
fluence on Womm ana-
go, which d:ey‘ucimnd to have at this
pmfent time. » R
- 3. Even pity alone is, for ‘the moft Pﬂ!,
of power fufficient to controul rifibility.
one who could dweﬂ: himfelf of that gﬁ'eo-
tion, awoodzn might perhaps appear lu-
dicrous ; the firiking contraft of in-
congruity andﬁtmhmde ;=—and in fact we
find that Butler has made both himfelf and
his readers merry with an implement of this
. fort that pertained to the expert Crowdero;
and that Smollet has taken the fame free-
. dom, for the fame purpofe, with his friend
Lieutenant Hatchway. Put he who forgets
humanity fo far, as to fmile at fuch a me-
morial of misfortune in a living perfon, wm
be blamed by every good man. We exp
becaufe from experience we know it is' na-
taral, that pity ihonld pmaxl aver the ludi‘-
crous emiotion. il e
¢ Many a Scotch Prefbylcnm (ﬁxys m
. chefon, in “his ‘Reflections upon Laughter)
"&"hvbecn put to it to preferve his gravity,
“ mpon hearing the application. of Scn‘pttta
‘ﬁ made by his countryman Dr &wtirn,
¢ he obferved a croud in the am
‘“ 2 'mafon, who' had fallen along with'his
“ (u&ﬁ " dnd was> overwhelmed swith the
‘ ruins of the chimney which he had been «.
' buildidg, andl andl which. fcll-immiediately af-
L7 i b . e u‘i i
& : ' / .
oy : i BT

i~
Ty it " -
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is not. trae.  Such .wan -
"”M fuch bll'bﬂﬂt]ﬂog mﬁlk" m'
Mﬁf laughter, but of horrory; AndI
confefs, 1fhould have no: good opinion: o
any Prefbyterian, or of any: perfon, who
could find it dxﬂicult to preferve his gravity
on hearing it told. cwosin i W vydnEy o
4 Fear is a paflion, which would T-think|
on almoft any occafion reprefs laughter. - 3
conocal one’s fear, one might feign a laugh
o in cxmmeb:xdyq produce a|

ﬁnuhr convulfion ;  but no langhs -at|
zhn which makes %im ferioufly -a&ad,whw-
ever incongruous’ its appearance may be. A
ﬁ‘iendofmnne dreamed that he faw. tke'de-
wil, and awoke in a great fright.  He defcri- -
bed the phznufm very minutely ; and fure| |
amore ridiculous one was never imagined ;|
. buy mﬁuﬂ,éf 'hnghtgr, buacmmz.beo- B
: % ~OX iy lth n:




rhmutby are kmpduced ina px&mew&w
enerally . conv {omewhat of a  ludicrous

n fight of fueh an animal,
pofedto. be lm'mlefs, could - hardly fail
I«“" # gt Jityue 26, ANl Mt U009

L Goodsbreeding lays many: m
upon Jaughter, and upory all ‘other

that'difplay themfelves mmny And s
hadltineto fpeak of thofe m 111
and humour, which take ciet
according as mankind amptmi«umﬁﬂl&
havidus v g Ve sassasd oy m
Sdcchiboshysin the piy called the Double
Ww. de mmﬁum




chalf of myfclf I can on!
,  however unfa{h:onq ,v
and a na:uul expreflion of a certain |
fecling ; and has 1
to the coun-ary, ev

gnizance of pbﬂof
) fa&, and tha wc;gre‘




ervadon to tfwfe v*’ ;
_the ?t:mml critic ivonldi hour
with a fi Jye it fuited my purpofe
attend to examples, which, whether t’eﬁﬁ
laughed at or ng, the gcncrahty of mani‘m
wou !d at:knowlcdge to be laughable.
it “men are not équally inclinied to
laughter ; and that fome may be found, who
rarely mdulgc in it theémfelves, and actuilly
d‘nﬂxkc it in_others, cannot be denied.” Bu
* they are greatly miftaken, who fuppofe "this
chara@ter to be the cffectsof good-breeding,
uliar to high life. In the cuctaéé“ :
ﬁnd it, as well as in the drawing :
Nor is profufe laughter peculiar to ﬁ:ﬁiﬁs
it is a weaknefs incident to all ng Yy
though I believe, that among th ‘wyc"r e
both of clowns and of qualny, ’i{ ‘#iy A
€0 _mon. oy
But the prefcnt m?mry does nbt fo IM
gard laughter itfelf, as thit f £
Eﬁumcnt, whereof )ang er is ¢
ard fign, and which may be inte
ofe who do not Jangh ‘ac all’; ‘e
rfon who never. wcep§ may y&‘
: o 2 A‘» ‘ yaééthe M.




qm.‘ whitever jud’gcmeqt tbg, .
ave formed concerning ithe 1:

-canfe of: chw mmnwemomm
ly gives rife to'it, may be al-
0 be prdomble if it {hall be found
 be jult. Nor docs Lord Chefterfield, as
to this emotion, nor to a
: m the outwttd expreflion of it, {o long

u‘* faid finile is not quaod to degem:rat:

i Li il l‘“gb' ) t
wod-breeding is the art ol plnaﬁngtlﬂé ’

with whom we converfe. Now we cannot
pleafe others, if we cither {how them what |
wnpleafing. in ourfelves, or give them rea-
{on. 10 think that we perceive what is un=
 pleafing,i w Every emotiony; therefnrc, :
 thap waturally arife bad. ies |

“inus, or from the view of them in b
St ,. ttbaﬁ!zsmmmns in general whi




1the l’ty‘ yan
of “fraud, hypocrify, and a thoufand
;r:més,' from ;chwisfthe honeft, open,’ an<
figning favage is {fuppofed to be entirely'
frcegl:‘gu , 'were this a fit place for ftating
the ‘comparifon, we could eafily prove, that
- the reftraints of ' good-breeding render focies
ty ‘comfortabie, and, by fupprefling the otit~
ward ' energy 'of ‘intemperate - paffions, “tend
not ‘a'little to fupprefs thofe paflions them-
felves : while the unbridled liberty of favage
life gives full play to every turbulent etio=
tion, keeps the mind ingcontinual aproas
and difqualifies it for thofe improvements
and calm delights, that refult from the exers
cife of the rational and moral facultiés. 1\
But to return. . The more 'we ‘are accu-
ftomed to any fer of objects, the greater de-
licacy of difcernment we acquire in com-

ring them together, and eftimating cheiv
i of exl:glence; By fludying many
Gures ' one may become a judge of paint-
ing 5 by attending to the orpaments and
préportions of many buildings, éne acquires
a tafte  in'architcctuore ; by pruﬂtﬁngmuﬁt;‘
improve our fenfe of harmony’; by read<

ing-many poems,, we learn to diftinguifh the

good from. heftg&i&v_ 1 like manner; by besd
ing gonvchant i Korks of wit/and humienr;
; &1aitio . " 4 eand
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" ..:;--tht mmvrspfh; als w)
* i time amproyg nations, Plautus
ﬂ» cafantries that were the. dcl;g ¢

own and :ﬁefdilowmgng., but y]pc
e diftance of one hundred and fi ¥
uples not to cenfure. oxythcu: B |
1 . And we find not a_few §
pcue (notmthﬂandmg thg,grg; fus
periority of his genius) at which |
4 thefe days would be lefs mcxmai to laugh,
" than to fhake his head. Nay in the time |
of Charles the Second, many things pafl
 the Englith ftage for excellent humour, ¢
ch would now be intolerable, — And dms 3
t is, that we are enabled to judge of the po-
Titenefs of nations, from the delicacy of their
Gmc writers ; and of ' the breeding and li- -
terature of . individual men, frqm eir turn b
dﬁm from their favourite j;kcs q,gd -
lorics, and from the very fo
%f:egu y, of their anghmr- TRTT A
 The, converfation of the common people, |
and_ftrong expreflion o ,
jon_people fpeak and L

%> W
ArPoet.m!.‘ 72»-.—?5 L




]&ﬁmus nothtbﬂ'ﬁndm P
sin‘a clown offavagc maybe
in tﬁe pohtc 'World men m

1 1o ndp {5,

and xgurcs mtroducc i*n:ofé-

wrmng a variety of dif] Ympom :

: mages ‘which,” however, do not
laaghiter, when' they are fo- conmvad as to
rﬁnfc fome other emotion® of greater autlio=

rity.  To illuftrate ‘this by exitiples’ taken

m éVery fpecies of trope and figure, hvw
ffary, ‘and would be tedious. I ‘{hall

confine” my remarks to the’ Sm’ﬁhmww

Comp:irrﬁm‘ " which is a very co 'fie

gure, apd contributes, more perhaps tha

any other, t&’rcndcr Jan gt:.g pliatical;
reftjue, and affecting to 'the | ‘ncy“f?

Similitude implies two things'; "the
illuftrated, which I ’caﬁj
] ) a

o




3 amicdntranew:xmybe roduced,
figicne to render the o i

gbvered with Jeaves. to a bit.of b Jcoal | ';
ked up among embers, the ﬁ:mbmdu,)
all their incongruity, are. quite ferious; at
leaft: they convey no Rifible ‘impreflion
reader of tafte when perufing the poem. By}
attending a littde to this matter, we fhall per=
haps be able to throw o hght /on: our ar-
" 'M KTkt o R ,Jj‘ku’
% Similitudes, mgcckmodmgmchar con<

neétion, with the prefent fubject, are difting:
guifhable into three clafles.  1.- Onc, lime
. s o gt s
: - is1more & Jor .
fieds - 2. Ah«obje&mmpammw
blih:md:m one that is fublime. . 3.
g ly fublime 1 tkened

- Oneghatis MERN. o Ho S Fee
. =0l one great ordi object is
ed to another that is mmmf
. fied, as when Homer com
m :.m:h: moon, to “ﬁ; '

o ] I “x !




8 , ,
1 " -,uccpﬁon'ufdmfe obyj
t we denominate fublime. “The
red by the view of fublimity
nﬁfo iﬁnﬁlﬁhnn powerful than that which
mtm!hwhnﬁdcr ‘at leaft in all minds
that Wu&ww ‘nature, nor depraved
by habit. - No perfon‘of a found mind ever
laughed the firft time he raifed his eyes to
contemplate the infide of 8t Paul's cupola
nor, in performing any of thefolemn offices.
of : his fun@ion, would a judge,
ftrate, ora clergyman, bcexcufcd if hcm
towgm: way to laughter. In vain would he
plead,  that his mind was at that momene.
firuck with a ludicrous conceit, or with'thg
recollection of :f i:;y: *wethonﬁ%ﬁg
that th a natare ought W
u&mmdm lumqig:n idea which would
Mrtous,»ifwew«e not conﬁxakd

.-“,{(,* bﬁm“&, g R T oY 7"5;“&;?‘41 %48 t)& i
s mdifi’a{ammm, wi’ v iw
Ay b ox gt & o me JR S S &1‘, )
WQL II. e 3°K ‘ fcxaﬁe'g-~




%
related to it by cuftom, orby
ciating principle. - It can hud >
the braying of ‘an afs is in :tfeli more. lmh.. B

(chough perhaps it may be more di N

4"

Of: ¥ yav
imnclmdwfmde wbeh onehm'ur,:
by n to mind the other s

m&ggu andnal, !mh which

‘&,& ol bV O

?“

ies of ‘une pecnhr, T think, tol,
welleeu ifles of Scotlaud Tt is per-.



are
thﬁtmwlmhmhm MM‘F civey
angmenuychmgrndmuhm ;aa-nmm
* 2. An obje@ comparatively mean is often
likened to one that is fublime : in which cafe
it mhfuqﬁl@gmr addrefs in ‘the poet' to
mtmmi*t&e*mqeﬁy of Epic or Didadtic
compofition.  Similitudes of this kind, if

qﬁi:z:n@gg are not to be hazard~
:yvﬂnh principal idea retains its: pris

. ploy all his powcrs ‘of hummytndm

, to adorn and dignify it, by intevefks
ﬁ:;g;ehd affetions of hugguhn a ‘branch
ofthe'pomcart, ‘which, as [ hmem
obferved *, : is univerfal in its applic:
and may give life and pathes to mere dln.

fcriptions of external nature, as well u,n

the moft fubhme efforts n£ thcﬁg: mﬂ"

M‘;&da arf confcm
‘g“ e art ng
vely mean, :rgtl

’fﬂﬂ

3
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" The very ur k-
Af;dhmg-ﬂoor, fie renllec? & an, anunﬁl of im-
poitauce. For his bees we are interefted; as
for a commonwealth of reafonable creatures.
#He compares them in one place to the Cy-
clops f¢ ing dmndcr Yet, ‘inadequate and -
even' Judicrous as the comparifon muft ap- .
pear when it is thus mentioned, it has no
fuch effé@t ‘as it appears in_the poem. The |
m! is_already fo rcpoﬂ'cffed and elevated
xaeas of - dsgmty that' adorn the -{?

e is' more dx(bofud to adnure, h




' muph
of nﬁngﬂmxmm thew‘gmtm‘;"w

rather to- pmvohe a ‘By thdwim
|' e o 13 Ll ne ]
) T *# » “‘”ﬁi‘

e ot 'I.)lc apple’s out\nrd Sorn i
Dde&;blc th: thlcfs fwain beguiles,
Till vith a writhen mouth and fpattering noife,
ftes the blttcr morfel, and rejeéts
; D\ﬁ:ﬂﬁ'd. Not %h Tlefs furprife, than when
e h flowing banners pafs .
Through ﬂowery meads dehgbted nor diftruft *
The {miligg furface; whillt the cavern'd g
With grainincentive ftored, by fudden blaze:
. Burfts fatal, and involves the hopes of war 4,
In fiery whirls ; full of vitorious thoughts, .
Torn and difmember’d, they aloft expire. . mz

Had Vir il been to dignify this fi
a ent allufion, he would. 1

degraded the principal :dca, by low i
 (like tho(c fignified by the wor
: woylb ‘and /}oamm& noife) 5

g
i . rh PRI BAria A
*'“wqwmlmm ﬁm to bc an alyfion to
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-?‘mn’ where e compares a hive of bees
uffocated with brim(tone to a myﬁfwaﬁowul

bytnunhqnake. o g A e
uglntluMock Epic, where ridicule is o&en

ken to m::gg!ﬂtgg::;hm caremm- i
J

while the principal idea appears in all m§
native mﬁgmﬁmncc, and fometimes the ri-
dicule is heightened by a dath of bombaft, or
by x uiﬂuhg cnmumﬁmoe umpeﬂdiy in-
Lrauis

! ®¥In the third Georglc. Virgﬂ.@ukhgchhembod
of araining fteers 1o the waggon, is

0 d quhczbyc mhnguagc;bmh:;i::::

Afe 8p) poR Mtnd not &t all w00 lofty for the occafion :

[ Mn&mm ufum formabis agreftem
! $ bortare, viamqgue infifte domandi,
s Amu‘ Juvenum, dnm mobilis xtas, &c.

fics SRR, O Verf. 16
wh Wi e B

»- m!h&hm'uamn&mmd; ’
 geoce by means of bolder figures, which, however, bei

lnd' m.m u?n aludn'.rom air 1o 1

2
?
§
§
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mns it is necef ,tmm mnt
of likenefs on which the mnu?ﬂm
for two things may refemble each ethnmn
one particular, which in atbothers are m
unlike; and therefore a fimilitude may, to
an_inattentive reader, appear incongruous,
which is really proper and adequate. ~Thofe
critics who blame Virgil for the fimile of the
Cyclops above mentioned, would do well to
confider, that, thougb thcrc be no refem=
blance between a bee and a huge one-cyed
giant, in the fize dnlframeoftﬁer
and as little between their refpective em-
. ployments. and manufa@ures, there may,
however, be a refemblance between them
in other things. = The cyclops are eager to
have the thunderbolt forged ; the bees ma
be as eager in their way to ﬁll their cells mtz A
honey : — the art of thunder-making em-
ploys a number of hands, each of whom has
his particular department ; and this alfo
holds trye of bees cmploycd in the bufinefs
of the hive. Now it is on account of their .
fimilarity in thef¢ two refpeéts ¥, that the
poet ‘compares them; and in thefe two re-
{pects they certainly may be comparnd. . But
1 allow, that, in ferious writing, a fimilitude
of this kind ought not to be attempted, but
by an author of the xcry firft rank and

. ac Virg Gto: w 376

o'
'fn\. . i tbercfore,,
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on the
“"

"

refent_fubject.

chanics :
feacher.

“ counted for :

,“tumfo

e

e

[T ndlculc follows :

2

o

ings), becaufe it fecms to me to throw bght
* The ufe of the |
ftyle on little fubjedts is not only ]
* ludicrous, but a fort of tranfgreflion a
“ gainft the rules of proportion. and me- .
it is ufing a vaft force to lift a. §
1 believe it will be found a juft §
obfervation, that the low a&ions of life
cannot be put into a figurative ftyle with-§
*“ out being ridiculous ; but things natural §
‘*“ can. Metaphors raife the latter into dig- §
ity, as we fec'in the Georgics ; but §
“ throw the former into ridicule, as in the §
“ Lutrin. [ think this may very well be ac- §
laughter implies cenfure; §
“ inamma.te and irrational beings are not ob= §
jets of cenfure; and therefore they may |
elevated as much as you pleafs, and'no |
but when rational be- |
‘* ings arp reprefented above their real cha- |
** pacler, it.becomes ridiculous in art, .be- |
- * caude it is vitious in meorality. The bees
a'\{y‘gﬂ, were they rational beings, would |
* be ridiculous by having their actions and |
** manners reprefented on a level with erea- |
fuperior, as men'} ' ﬁpcc xt would. |

\at\! m
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blage,

fal;,g - when mwwm

congruous appearance. - Had']

Paris to'a- hmwa%e
T\mred




mmmfmu falt water, as the othe
_i8 vulgarly fuppofed to breathe out fulphus
“reous fire, but becauf of his enormous fize {
. and, to leflen the incongruity, if any fhould
"be fuppofedm remain, the poct is at great
pnim hmﬁ:ourndaof ﬁewhnles magt

on :he Nom foam
ﬁﬁ*ﬁ&f W .ﬁgu.foundl'd 1kiff
ﬁv mﬁmz d, oft, as feamen tell,




! bdeimiruoibu live coal pres
fervad%y ap&ﬁntinahetpof embers :

© Asfome p _m fated to refide

el neighbours, n;foreﬁmdc
~ Studious to fave what human wants
. In embers b 'dprcfctvu;hefaedl ﬁ(c;

Hid in dry e thus Ul
'I'ilIPallaspo foﬁﬂu onhueyél’

This ﬁtmle when we atte.nd to_the
of likenefs, will be fgund to have fi
ropriety ; therefemlancebchl%ob?bn
gctvgccnya man almoft deprived of life, and
a brand almoft cxmgm ed; between the
foliage . that defends Ulyfles Mtab&,daul
pmbably ‘from death, dnnng:he'nigh, and
the embers that keep alive the feeds of fire :
yetif drefled up by a gemiu hke’Baka, g *
mnght affame a ludic  from
difproportionate xhd ih’ chm;s
compared. But Homer, great delicacy,
draws %&MW reader’s atuntum to the pua

\ . "
: -omytxh.g 0. okl
RN ile ; ' g ; e i
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" .y becaufe he is i impatient mﬁawu rqait~
% ed *” This image is un uﬁﬁﬁ‘Mdea E]
fpiublc, and the comp _muft appear |
ridiculous to a modern. reader: — though |
Boileau pleads, that the viani!httt éxemmng |
: edw eftéemed a great delicicy by the an-
cients ou&h thms ﬁem m&mk.
ﬂon&nan f Ulyfles; |

‘opinion of Mouf Dacier, |




B g Ekgance of
xhc mlmulons

rous
nlﬂi”'.m
ﬁa “2‘ f md
uty is her weet wqm
“lﬁcr;gtmon m’on"fm. and on

¢!Indeed all the beauties of age, md Ibmc h{

«of her omi mi;;non. n; *
ry. But Ruftic om, - md

"cheddxag. fhe has ridiculed in a different ]

< ufing very mean expreffions, :nd 4 choiee !g

“ lefs fuitable to poctry than to " Demet.

§ 166. 167. 168. ~=— An ape lnﬁncw&eiv

not ceafe to be ludicrous : and in the

. where the fubject is contemptible’ or mqn, ‘
or even mp&ﬁancc, of | rid
cnlg; @f which, the Lutrin, lhz the Rape of

Auduhmc.thtmhl

~ﬁomu.u-ﬁ-
.







been fpecxﬁed m‘“the dourfe of this
We have fecn,ifg‘mthe’” “op feahr!v -
moral difapprobation, pity, ‘fs\!ﬂ.
admiration, are amongp‘the number’ ; to
which every perfon, who attendg to what
paffes in his own mind, may perhaps be able
to add feveral others,
. I am well aware, that the comparative
ftrength of our feveral emotions is not the
" fame in each individual. In fome the more
ferious affetions are fo prevalent, that the ri-
fible difpofition operates but feldom, ' and
with a feeble impulfe : in fome, the latter
predominates fo much, *that the others are
{carce able to counterad@ its energy. Itis
hardly poffible to arrive at principles fo com-
prehenfive as to include the peculiarities of
every individual. Thefe are fometimes fo
inconfiftent with the general law of the fpé-
mcs, that they may be confidered as devia-
tions from the ordinary courfe of nature. In
tracing Sentimental Laughter to its firft princi-
~ples, 1 have examined it, only as it is found
to-operate, for the moft par:, in thc gcncra-
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i feems to be generally « a&mmldg%d‘,
.that the moderns are faperior to the an-
cient: Greeks and  Romans, 'in ever d'omdi
Ladicrous. Writing. . Af this be

cafeg it ds  fack: ~dwmaw
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ty, wlnch in umsher would be but little at-
l:ended to. We need not wonder, then, that
in the humour of each country there {hould

befonu chm&er to the -

bg;&éhed moft agrmblyvuh mmfmt
and humour.  For, not to mention the pre-
Judtcethuonemmny cnmmmwg
ofwhatl& ~own, a native muft alway
' than foreigners can, :
rdms,conwm, andsllnﬁmmphd :
mm ulndicmmmtheiywhmd mh
* 0 ‘his countrymen. BN TR
are’s humour willmer um
ifhed in France, nor that of Mo=
and naudmnﬂmomafhdm
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