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L E T T E R S 

OF A 

T F : A V E L T. E R, - &c. 

L E T T E R . I . 

I 
S I R, 

JLN compliance with your defire, I now 
comyieiice a Series of Letters oa the dif
ferent countries of Europe, Afia, and Africa, 
thofe sycat divilions of the globe, which 
are ufually denortiinated the,ancient world? 
it is a fubje€t of vaft extent, and, from its 
nature, produdive of rational entertain
ment, -d& well as information. It has ne* 
ver yet been the lot of any individual tc 
vifit all thofe countries ; and therefore in 
fucb an undertaking as the pre|«nt, it be
comes neceffary to have recourfe to the ac
cumulated fund of obfervations made by 
travellers of the moft approved difcern* 
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2 LETTEÎ S OF A TRAVKLL**. 

meiit and veracity. In relpeft of the 
countries which I have vifited in perfoii, 1 
i'know that you will be fatisfied with my 
•own aiUhority ; and in treating of the 
others, I fliall faithfully adopt tha account 
delivered by the lateft travellers of the 
chara<3er above defcribed. 

As fuch an excurfion will properly com
mence from one' or other of the extremi
ties of the globe, I fliaJl begin Vith thofe 
regions which form the Umits of the 
northern hemifphere, and thence purfuirig 
my courfe fouthward and laterally, explore 
the numerous objefta which particularly^ 
court the attention. 

Imagination alone can fujBply th» mjpd 
Vith a pi^ure of the inhofpitablc fcenc 
'which exifts between the Sift or Sad de-
grees of north latitude and the Pole, where 
a frozen ocean, and exceffive cold have 
placed eternal barriers lo the farther ap
proach of navigators. Near the boundary 
of this tremendous profped lie Eaft and 
Weft Greenland ; on the coafts of whigh, 
and of Iceland, the enterprizing fpirit of 
commerce has puflied its bold refcarches ai 
the fifhing for whaled. The fields of float

ing 
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ihg ice, amidft .which they venture oii 
thofe oceans, affe frequently rtiore than ^ 
mile in length, and upwards of ^iiundred 
feet in thicknefs. How terrible muft be 
the fpedade, wiien thefe enormoiSs rriaflfes 
are put into motion by a ftorm I By ^ 
dreadful cataftrophe, refultmg from fuch, 
an incident, no lefsthan thirteen Dutch fhips 
were crufhed to pieces iu one feafbn. It 
often happ'ens'that the wood Which is drift
ed along; between thefe floating mountains, 
is' fo much chafed, and prefled with fuch 
violence together, that it takes fire ; a 
circumftahce which has excited an errone
ous opinion that the ice Was in flames. 

Jn Weft Greenland, though the winter 
be incredibly fevere, the country is not 
uainhabjited ; and the natives experience, 
in the fummer, the temperature of the 
oppolite extreme : for in the longeft days 
it is ibmetimes fo hot, that they are obliged 
to throw off their garments. 

There are various kinds of whales on the 
coaft of Greenland, forfte of "tvhich afe 
black, and others of a white colour; but 
the former are moft in eftecm, on account 
of their magnitude, and the great quantity 

Ba of 



4 BETTERS or A TRAVELLER. 

of kit, or blubber, which they afford. The 
tongue of this huge animal is about «igh-
tcen feet long, enclofed on each fide with 
250 long pieces of what is called whale
bone^- which are ccovered* with a kind of 
hair tcfembling that of horfes. .He has no 
teeth, and is^commonly betweep fixty and 
eighty feet long ; exceeding thick about 
the head, but tapering thence to the tail. 
He is generally fuR known to'the feamcn 
by fpouting water in the air ; when the 
alarm, fall ! fall ! being #inftantly given, 
every one hallcns from the fliip to his 
boat. Six or eight men are appointed I'd 
this vehicle ; and four or five'boats v'fually 
belong to one fhip. On approacj^ing the 
whal'e, t^e harpooncr ftrikes hkn with 
his harpoon, made in the form of a barbed . 
dar t ; when the monfter, confciou's of be
ing wounded, runs Iwiftly down into the 
deep, and would inevitably carry the boat 
along with him, if tliey did not give kirn. 
line iaft enough. After having dived 
fome hundred fathoms, he is forced to 
come up for air, ,when the noife he makes 
with fpouting ia fo loud, that i t has be«ti 
<)oinpared to the -firing of'cannon. He m 

fooner 
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fooner appears on the forface of the 
water, than another harpoon is fixed in 
him ; upon M'hich he again plunges into 
the deep, and when lie n-ext comfes up, 
they pierce him* wJth- Ipears in the vital' 
parts, till he fpouts out ftreams of bloori 
inftead of water. He now beats the waves 
fo much with his tail and fins, that the fea 
is all in a foam ; the boats continuing all 
the while to follow him fome leagues, tiH 
his ftrength is exhaufted. Then turning 
himfelf upon h'ie back, he is drawn on 
fhorc, or to the (hip, if they are at a dift-
^ c e from* the land. Thus perifhes this 
enornieus animal, which is then cut in 
pieces, «and communicates its ftrong fmell 
to the (htps, which either bring Jjome the 
•blubber barrelled up in pieces, or, if they 
have convenience, extraft the oil from it 
on Ihore. It is computed that every fifh 
yields betv^een fixty and a hundred barrels 
of oil, amounting each to the value of three 
or four pounds. 

The large whale rciembles a cod, with 
fmall eyes, a dark marblc4 fltin, and white 
belly : They fpout out tire water which 
they take in fey inspiration through twcr 

B 3 holes 
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holes or openings in the head. They co
pulate like land animals, {landing upright 
jn the fea. A young whale, when firft 
produced, is about nine or ten feet long ; 
and the female f(imetime«bringS'forth two 
at a birth. The whale devours.fuch an in-, 
credible nurSber of fmall filh, th^it his belly 
is often ready to burft ; in which cafe he 
makes a moft tremendous noife from pain. 
The fmaller fiih have their revenge ; forpe 
of them faftcn on his back, and inceffantly 
teat him ; others, with ftyirp horns, or ra
ther bones in their beaks, fwim under his 
belly, and fomctimes rip it up.; fome arc 
provided with long iliarp teeth aî fl tear 
his flefh, Even the Aquatic birds jpf prey 
deckre war againft him when Ue comes 
near the furface of the water ; and he has 
been known to be fo tortured, that he has 
t)eat himfelf to death on the rocks. 

It may appear Ibrprizing, that though 
Iceland is fituated fo far to the north, earth
quakes and volcanoes are more frequent; 
than in inany of the fouthern countries. 
Many of the fnowy mountains have alfogra-
?tually become vodcanoes. Among ^hefe one 
ftf the principal is Hecla, fiittiated in the 

fouth?rn 
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fouthern part of the country, about four 
miles from the fek-coaft. This mountain 
rifes'at the top into three paints, the highdft 
of which is that in the middle, cotfiputed to 
be more .than ^ve thousand feet above the 
level of the fea. Its eruptions were particu
larly dreadful towards the eifd of the laft 
century, and have been feveral times repeat*. 
cd, though withlefs violence, fince the mid
dle of thcprefent. While the country has 
been occafionally defolated by thcfe calami
ties, in feveral parts, it has made in others 
an acquifition of territory from the bofom 
of the ocean. In 1783, the inhabitants 6f 
Iceland obferved a phenomenon of fome-
^ i n g riling and flaming in the fea, to the 
fcflith of Grinburg. It was afterwards dif-
covered to be a new ifland, dail^ increaling 
in dimenfions, and from two eminences of 
which there iffued great quantities of fire. 

Unfavourable as this country may feem to 
the genius of the mufes, we are told that po
etry formerly flourifhed in Iceland, and 
the names of five or fix are mentioned a^ 
particularly eminent. The art of writing 
however, was not much in ufe before the 
pievcnth ceutury ; though the Runic cha-

rafters. 
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rasters were known in the country at a 
time preceding that perio'd, and were pro
bably brought, thither from Norway. 'But 
this alpb^het which conllfts only of iixteen 
letters; gave way to, the intr^duftiqn of the 
Latin charaflers, after the reception of the 
ChriiHan ReKgion. It appears from the 
ancient chronicles of Iceland, that from 
the beginning of the eleventh to the four
teenth century inclufive, the foiencES of 
iiioidht), natural hiflory and aftronoray 
were much cultivated in this country ; and 
we arc afl'ured that more knowledge may 
be found among the lower clafs qf people 
in Iceland, than is to be mct-'w î-th in mofl 
other countries. Like *he Highlanders of 
Scotland, many of them can r ep^ t the 
works of feme of their poets by hear t ; and 
befides being well inftru6ted in the J)rinci-
ples of religion, they are acquainted with 
the hiflory of their own country :ra know
ledge acquired by the frequent repetition 
of their traditional hiftories, which confti-
tutes one of their principal amufemcnts. 

I am, &c. 

LETTER 
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LETTER ir. 

A. .MONG the natural tiiriofities in Ice
land, the moft worthy of attention are the 
hot {pouting watcr-fprings, with which the 
country abounds. Some of them fpout co
lumns of*water, of feveral feet in thicknefs, 
to fhe height of many fathoms ; and, as 
fome^ffirm, of feveral hundred feet. They 
are of unequal degrees of heat, from fomtf, 
the water flows gently as from other 
fprings, and it is then called a bath ; from 
others, it fpouts boiling water with great 
noife, arPd is called a kettle. But though 
the degree of hS§at be unequal, Dr. Van 
Troil affirms, that he does not remember 
ever to have obferved it below i88 degrees 
of Farenheit's thermometer. At Langer-
vatin, in the ground, at a fmall hot cur
rent of water, the thermometer rofc to 213 

degrees* 
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decrees. It is very common for feme of 
the fpouting fpriags to ceafe, and others to 
rite up in their ftead. In feveral of t'hefe 
hot fprings, the inhabitants who live near 
them, boil their viftuals, oivly by hanging a 
pot, into which the flefli is put, in cold wa
ter, in the waler of the fpring. They alfo 
Bathe in the rivulets that run from them, 
which by degrees become luke-warm, or are 
cooled by being mixed with rivultfts of cold 
water. Th« cows that drink of thefefprings 
are laid to yield an extraordinary quantity of 
milk ; and the water is likewife efteemed 
very wholefome, when drunk by the hu
man fpecics. 

The largeft of all the* fpouting fpriygs in 
Iceland is that at Gayfcr, about two days 
journey from Mount Hecla. In approaching 
towards it a loud roaring noife is heard like 
the ruftiing of a torrent precipitating itfelf 
from a ftupcndous height. The water here 
fpoyts feveral times a day, but always by 
ftarts, and after certain intervals. Some tra
vellers affirm, that it ipouts to the hei<yht of 
fixty fathoms. The water is thrown up 
much higher at fome times than at others. 
When Dr. Van Troil made his obfervations 

upon 
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iipoh it, the Utmoft height to which it 
mounted was computed to be ninety»cwo 
feet. 

Another n^atural phenomenon, very com
mon iu Iceland, is Bafaltine Pillars, fuppof-
ed to be.the produftion of fubterrauean fires. 
They jjave generally from three to feven 
fides ; are from four to feven feet in thick-
ncfs, and from twelve to fixteen yards in 
length,tvithout any horizontal divifions. In 
fome places they are only found fcattered 
among the lava in the mountains ; but in 
others they extend two or three miles in, 
length, without interruption. The lower 
fo\t of people imagine thefe pillars to have 
bc€;j} piled upon one another by giants. 

Great damage is done to^this courftry 
every year by immenfc mafles of ice, which 
alfo affe<3: the climate, and commonly ar
rive with a north weft wind from Green
land, 'Wha t is called the field-ice is of two 
or three fathoms thicknefs, is feparated by 
the winds, and lefs dreaded than the rock 
or mountain ice, which is often feen to the 
height of more than fifty feet above the 
water, and is at leaft nine times the fame 
4epth below water. Thefc prodigious 

maffcs 
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maffes of ice are frcqu€ntly left ia fhoal 
water, fixed as it were to the ground; and 
in that ftate remain many months, it is 
faid even 'years, undiffolved, cj^ilHng aM the 
circttmambient part of the aftmofpheje to 
the diftance of many miles. In ^-y^^ and 
1754, the ice caufed fo violent a cqjid, tha;t 
horfes and fheep dropped down dead on 
account of it, as well as for want; of food. 
Horfes vrere obferved to feed upS>n dead 
cattle, and the iheep to cat of each other's 
wooi. Alottg with the ice there arrives 
yearly a number of bears, which comrtiie 
great ravages, pajtjcularly among the iJicep. 
Immediately on their appearance the pa-
ti\'es attempt to deftroy'them, and fofine-
tinSies drive tljem back to the ice, withwihich 
they often float off again. The government 
of Denmark encourages thi people to d«-
ftroy thefe animals, by paying a premium of 
tttt dollars for every bear that is killed s 4nd 
their* (kins arc alfb purchafed for the king. 

It is commonly obferved that wood 
thrives well in Icelaftd ; nay, there are very 
few trees to be found in the whole ifland, 
fit indubitable proofs exift, that wood for
merly grew there in great abundance. Iii 
GetiePat vegetation is remarkably deficient. 

Corn 
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Corn cannot be ^teultivated here to a a j -ad
vantage ; tlioagli cabbages, parfley, tnr-
nips, and peafe, may be laet wyth in five 
or fix gardens, which are faid to be all that 
are upon the whoie iflaad. 

Notwkhftanding all the difadvantages of 
the clin^te, the number of ixaftabitants of 
Iceland is computed at about fixtythaufand. 
This however is by no means adequate tjo 
the extent of the country, ^vhicfa is com^ 
puted at four hundred miles in length, and 
an hundred and fixty in breadth. It ha« 
been much more populous in former times, 
but great numbers have be6n deftroyed by 
contagious difeafcs ; and many parts of the 
iflaiv^ have alfo been depopulated by famine, 
chiefly occafioned by the Greniand floating 
ice, which, when it comes in great quanti
ties, prevents the grafs from growing, and 
puts an entire flop to fifhing, the principal 
occupation of the inhabitants. 

T o the honour of the Icelanders, though 
they enjoy the comforts of life in a far lefs 
degree than moft other nations, they are 
much inclined to religion. They never pais 
a river, or any other dangerous place, with

out 
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out prcvioufly taking off, their hats, and 
imploring the divine protedliou ; and they 
are always thankful for their prefervation 
when th£y have pafled the daAger. I wifh 
J could fay as much 'in favour of the* general 
piety and fenfibility of the people of our own 
country; where, with a genial tcnvperaturc 
of climate, we enjoy in an extraordinary 
degree all the phyfical bleffings of divine 
Providence, and live under a polifical con-
flitution which is the admiration and envy 
of the world. 

LETTER 
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L B T T E R III. 

JL ROCEEDING from Iceland towards 
the fouth-eaft, we come to Norway, which 
Ikirts the north-weftern extremity of the 
continent of Europe. The climate of this 
country varies according to its extent and 
its pofition towards the fea at Bergen,which 
lies in about the 6oth degree of latitude.The 
whiter is moderate, and the fea is prafticable 
atthatfeafon; but in the caftern parts of Nor
way, which are commonly covered with 
fnow, the cold getierally fets in about the 
middle o£Odobcr withintenfe feverity, and 
continues till the middle of April, the wa
ters being all that time frozen to a confider-
able thicknefs. As to the more northern 
parts of this country, called P'inmark, the 
cold is fo intenfe that they are but little 
known. The air is fo pure in fome of the 
iniaxid parts,* that it has been faid the inha

bitants 
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bJtants live fo long as to \)e tired of life, and 
caiife themfelvcs to be removed to a lefs fa-
• 

lubrious,air. A Norwegian of an hundred 
years of age is not accounte^pail his labour; 
and in 1733, foui* couples'were'married, 
and danced before his DanifH Majefty, at 
Frederickftall, whofe ages, when joined, 
exceeded eight hundred years. 

Even froft aud fnow have here their con-
veniencies, as they facilitate the convey
ance of goods by land ; but fuddcn thaws, 
and fuow-falls have fometiraes dreadful ef-
fcfts, and deflroy whole villages. 

No country experiences greater vici/T-
tudesfrom the revolution of the eaVth round 
the fun. At Btrgdu, the longed daye cgn-
Jift of nineteen hours, and the fh(3rteft of 
about fix. In fummcr the inhabitants can 
read and write at midniglit by the light of 
the fky ; and in the moft northerly parts, 
about oiidiuuinacr, the fun is continually 
above the horl?on. in thofc parts, how
ever, in the middle of winter, there is only 
a faint glimmering of light at noon, foj 
about an hour' and an half, owLn«: to the 
reflection of the fun's rays on the moun
tains* Nature, not with (landing, has been 

fo 
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{o kind to the Norwegians, that in the 
midft of their darkfiefs, the Iky is fo ferene, 
and the moon and the aurora borealis^ Ha 
bright, that they caii carry on their fifliery 
and work at th4ir feveral trades in the open 
air. 

Norway is leckoned one o f the hioft 
mountainous countries in the world, con
taining a chain of unequal mountains run
ning from, fouth to north ; of which that 
of Dofrefield is accounted among the high-
eft in Europe. They are interfe£led by ri
vers and catarafts, which fall down dread-
jful precip^ices, and are paflable only by 
flight.tottering wooden bridges, which ren
der travelling in this country exceedingly 
ter^ible^and dangerous. But providence hag, 
endowed the inhabitants with an'intrepidi-
ty proportioned to their exigencies. This ap
pears from thcii- aftonifhing activity in re.co-
Vering fheep and goats, when penned up 
through a falfe ftep, in one of thofe tre
mendous precipices. The owner dire<3:j 
himfelf to be lowered down from the top 
of the mountain, fitting on a crofs ftickj 
tied to the end of a long rope ; and when 
he arrives at the place where the creature 

C ilands, 
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{lands, he faftens it to the fame cord, 
and it is drawn up withfhimfelf. 

In the mountains of Norway there are 
caverns >of fuch prodigious extent as fur-
pafles all that we meet withAn the accounts 
of other countries. One of them, called 
Dolftcen, was in i7:;o, vifited by two cler
gymen, who reported that they'proceeded 
in it till t]:iey heard the fea dafhing over 
their heads ; that the pafTage vvas as wide 
and as high as an ordinary church, the 
fides perpendicular, .and the roof vaulted ; 
that they defccnded a flight of natural 
flairs, but when they arrived a t . ano-, 
ther, they durfl not venture to proceed, 
but returned ; and that^they confumcd two 
candles going and returning. 

The ri^%rs and frefli-water lakes in this 
country are numerous, well flocked with 
fifli, and navigable for fhips of conliderable 
burden. Some of thofe lakes con,tain float
ing iflands, formed by the cohcfion of roots 
of trees and of ihrubs ; and, though torn 
from the main land, bear hei-bag-c and trees. 
Extraordinaj;y inflances are related of the 
formation of fome of the fmaller lakes. In 
J702, the noble family-feat of Borge, near 

Freeze-
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Fredericftadt, fliddenly funk with all its 
towers and battlctneuts, into an abyl's an 
hundred fathoms in depth ; and its fcito 
was inftantly occupied with a piec^^of wa
ter, which formVd a lake^nine hundred feet 
in length, and about half as broad. This 
melancholy accident was occaSoned by the 
foundation being undermined by the waters 
of a river. 

The moft apparently fabulous accounts of 
the ancients, concerning fea-monftcrs, are 
rendered credible by the produdions of the 
Norweoiau feas ; and the fea-fnake, or 
ferpeat of the ocean, is no longer ac
counted a chimera. In 1756, one of them 
was (hot by the mafter of a fhip. It's head 
ref(fml)led that of a horfe ; the mouth and. 
eyes were large and black, ana a white 
mane hung frpm its neck. It floated on 
the lurface of the water, and held its head 
at Icaft two feet out of the fea. Between 
the head and neck were feven or eight 
thick folds, and the length of the fnake 
was more than an hundred yards, fome 
fay fathoms. They have a remarkable avef-
lion to the fmell of caftor; for which reafon 
ihip-matters provide tKemfelves wit!i 
quantities of that drug, to prevent being 

C 2 overfct j 
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overfet; the ferpent's olfaaory nerves being 
endowed with great fenfibilitj. The parci-
(bulars related of this animal would be incre
dible, v '̂ere they not attefted upon oath. 
W e are informed by Eged^ a very reputa
ble author, that o'n the 6th of July, 1754, 
a laro-c and frightful fea-monfter "raifed it-
felf fo high out of the water^ that its 
head reached above the main-top-maft of 
the fhip ; that it had a long Ifearp fnout, 
hrnad naws, and fpouted water like a 
whale; that the body feemcd to be co
vered with fcales; the Ikin was uneven 
and wrinkled, and the lower part was^ 
formed like a fnake. The body o£ tliis 
monfter is faid to be as thick as a hogf-
iiead; his (kin is variegated like a tortoife-
iTicll ; an'S his excrement, which floats on 
the furface of the water, is corrofive, and 
blifters the hands of the feamen who hap
pen to touch it. 

But a more wonderful produdlion yet 
remains to be mentioned—the Kraken, or 
Kervcn—which nothino; but the Itrongeft 
proof of its exiftence could admit into the 
catalogue of tlie animal kingdom. Its bulk 
is faid to be 3 mile and a half in circumfe' 
reace; and when part of it appears above 

the 
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the water, itrcfen)bleB a number of fmali 
iflands and fand-banks, on which fifh di^-
fwjrt therofelyes, and fea-weeds gr(*w. Up
on its emerging further, there appears a 
number of pellucid antennas, each about the 
height, form, and iize of a moderate maft ; 
and by Jtheir adlion a,nd re-adlion he gathers 
his food, which confifts of fmall fiflies. 
When he finks, which he does gradually, a 
dangerous fwell of the fea fucceeds, and a 
kind of whirpool is immediately formed in 
the water. In 1680, a young kraken pe-
riflied among the rocks and clefts at Alila-
hong, and his death was attended by fuch 
a ftertch, that the channel where it died 
was impaffable. 

Oil the coaft of Norway, in lot. 67 deg. 
is that dreadful vortex or whirlpool, called 
by navigators the Navel of the Sea, and by 
fome Maleftrom, or Mofkoeftrom. The 
ifland Mofltoe, from whence this ftream de
rives its name, lies between the mountain 
Hcfleggen in Lofoden, and the ifland Ver, 
which are about one league diftant; and be
tween the ifland and coaft on each fide, the 
ftream makes its Way, Between Mofkoe 
ai*d\Lofoden it is near four hundred fathoms 

C ^ deep; 
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deep ; but between the .former and Ver, Is 
Jo (hallow as not to afford paffage for a fmall 
fl^ip.—When it is flood, the ftream runs up 
the country with a boifteroul rapidity ; and 
when it is ebb, reti/rns to the fea with a vio
lence and npife unequalled by the loudefl 
catarafts. It is hearxl at the diftance of many 
leagues; and To violent is the current, that 
if a (hip comes near, it is immediately 
drawn incfiflibly into the vortex, and car
ried down to the bottom in a morrient, 
when it is daftied to pieces againft the 
rocks: and juft at the turn of the ebb 
and flood, when the water bccom'es ftill ftir 
about a quarter of an hour, it rifcs a^ in in 
fcattered fragments, fcarcely to be knawn 
for the paNs of a Ihip. When it is agitated 
by a ftorm, it has reached veflels at. the dif-
tance of more than a Norway mile, where 
the crews have thought themfelves in per-
fcd: fecurity. Even animals, which have 
come too near the vortex, have exprefled 
their utmoft terror when they find the 
ftream irrefiftible. Whales are frequently 
carried away ; and the moment they feel 
the force of the water, they ftruggle againft 
it with all their might, howling and bellow^ 

ing 
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iug in a frightful manner. The like happens 
frequently to bears, which attempt to fwi^n 
to the ifland to prey upon the fhee^. 

The Norwegians themfelves are almoft 
as extraordinary as the country which they 
inhabit. Every native is ar* artizan, and 
fupplies {lis family in all its neceflaries with 
his own manufaftures ; io that in Norway 
there are, very few trades by profeffion. 
From being formerly the mofl turbulent and 
refraftory, they are now the moft quiet and 
loyal fubjefts in Europe ; which may be ac
counted for from the barbarity and tyranny 
of their kings, when a feparate people. 
Since the union of Calmar, which united 
Norway to Denmark, their hiftory and in-
tcrefts are the fame with ihofe of that kine:-
dom ; the fovereign of which derives from 
them an annual revenue of near two hwi-
dred thoyfand pounds, chiefly from the pro
duce of the immenfe foreft with which the 
c-otintry abounds. 

C 4 L E T T E R 
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L E T T E R IV, 

P. ASSINGtheScaggeneSca, orCateg-ate, 
on the fouth of Norway, we arrive in Den
mark, which is divided into two parts. 
One of thefe is the peninfula of Jutland ; 
and the other the iflands at the entrance of 
the Baltic. It deferves to be remarked, 
that thouglf all thefe colledivelf conuitute 
the kingdom of Denmark, yet not anyone 
of them is feparately called by that name. 
Copenhagen, the metropolis, flands in the 
ifland of Zealafld. 

Jutland is the largeft, as well as moft fer« 
tile, of all the provinces of this kingdom^ 
and produces abundance of all forts of grain 
and pafturage. A great number of fbaaU 
cattle are brtd in this province, and after
wards tranfported into Holftein, to be fed 
foi the foreign markets, Zealand is for the 
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moft part a fandy Ifal, but not unfertile in 
graih and pafturagc ; and is agreeably varie
gated with woods and lakes. Sjfy:ing and 
autumn arc fealbns fcarccly known in Den-
4nark, on'account of thcC fudden tranfitions 
from cold to heat, and from heat to cold, 
which diftinguifli the climate of this king
dom. In all the northern provinces of Den
mark the winters arc extremely fevere, and 
during thofc fcaibns all the harbours are 
frozen up. 

The feudal fyftem ftill prevails in this 
country, in a degree moft injurious to 
the jnterefts of the people, The greateft 
part bf the lands in Denmark and Holftein 
are fi<ffs ; and the ancient nobility, by grants 
wJiich'they extorted at different limes frofh 
the crown, acquired fuch a power ovet the 
pcafantry, and all thofe who rcfidcd upoa 
their eftates, that at length they reduced 
them to a ftatc of extreme flavcry. The 
fituation of the people has indeed been ren
dered fomewhat lefs grievous by modern 
edicts, but they ftill are fubjeft to the op-
preffion of ariftocratical tyranny ; continu
ing to be difpofed of at the will of their 
}oi:4sj many of whom retain the power of 

lifo 



4(5 LETTERS OP A TRAVELLER. 

life and death upon theit eftates. Nothing 
is more common in this country than to fee 
an induljrious peafant, after labourmg feve^ 
ral years to cultivate a poojf farm, with a 
view of enjoying ^it laft tne profit of his-
toil, removed by his rapacious landlord to 
another fpot of a fimilar defcriptifin, where 
the fame ungrateful tafk, and the fame dif-
appointment again await him. This perni
cious practice throws the greatcft damp up
on the ettorts of induftry, and prevents thofe 
improvements in agriculture which would 
otherwife be introduced ; the confequence 
of which is, that nine parts in ten 'of thg irf-
habitants are in a ftate of great poverl^. 

'By an a6tual numeration made in ^759, 
of his Danifli majefly's fubje£ls in h*is do-
minibns of Denmark, Norway, Holftein, 
the iflands in the Baltic, and the counties of 
Oldenburgh and Delmcnhorft in Weftpha-
lia, they were faid to amount to 2,444,000 
fouls, exclufive of the Icelanders and Green-
landers. However difproportioncd this 
number may feem to the extent of the Da
nifli dominions, yet it is greater than could 
be expefted from the uncultivated ftate of 
the country. 

The 
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The ancient inhabitants of Denmark polSf 
feffed a degree of courage which approach*-
ed even to ferocity ; but they are no,w great
ly declined from that enterprifing fpirit, 
xdiich, in the ninth, t tnth, and eleventh 
centuries, rendered them formidable to the 
Britifh doHTiinions. They are now become 
indolent, timid, and dull of apprehenfion. 
They are much addidled to intemperance in 
drinking, 'and convivial entertainments ; 
but their nobility, who now begin to vifit 
the other courts of Europe, are gradually 
refining from the vulgar habits of their an-
oeftors. 

Denmark Proper affords fewer curiofitles 
than the other parts of his Danifli majefty's 
dominions, if we except the Royal Mufeum 
at Copeiihagen, which contains a numerous 
colleaioiujbpth natural and artificial. W e 
find here a ^ b l e affemblage of ancient coins, 
particularly thofe of the Confuls in the time 
of the Roman Republic, and of the Empe
rors, after the feat of empire was divided 
between Rome and Conftantinople, Amoag 
the contents of this repofitory, is a beaTitiful 
cabinet of ivory and ebony, made by a Da-

•aife grtift who was blind. Here are likewifc 
to 
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to be feen two famous antique drinking vef-
fels; one of gold, the other of filver, and 
both of tjie form of a hunting horn. That 
of gold feeras to be of Pagan manufadlure; 
and from the raifed4iieroglyphical figures on 
its outfide, it probably was ufed in religious 
ceremonies, ft is about two feet n«ic inches 
long, weighs an hundred and two ounces, 
and contains two Englifli pints and a half. 
The other, of filver, weighs about four 
pounds, and is called Cornu Oldenburgicttm. 
This , they fay, was prefented to Otho, firft 
Duke of Oldenburg, by a ghoft; but the 
more probable opinion is, that tiiis veffal 
was made by the order of Chriftian I. •King 
of Denmark, thefirft of the Oldenburg^ace, 
yAio occupied the throne about the middle 
of the fifteenth century. This mu.feum is 
Mkewife furnifhed with a prodigious number 
of aftronomital, optical, and mathematical 
inftruments. Many curious aftronomical 
inftrumcntsare likewife placed in the round 
tower â  Copenhagen, which is fo contrived 
that a coach may drive to its top. With 
this extraordinary ftrudlure the name of 
Tycho Brahe^ the celebrated aftronomer of 
Pcninark, and one of the greateft men it 

ever 
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cyer produced, obtrudes itfelf upon our re
membrance. 

Among the curiofities in Denmark a«r 
the ancient infcriptions upon rocks, which 
are mentioned both by ajitiquaries and hif-
torians. Thefe charafters are Runic, and fo 
imperfeftly undcrftood even bjpthe learned, 
that their meaning is extremely uncertain. 
They are however conje£tured to be hifto-
rical, and to be the old and original manner 
of writing, before the ufe of paper of any 
kind, and waxen "tables was known. T h e 
village''of Anglen, lying between Kenfburg 
.and Kefwick, is alfo efteemed a curiofity, 
as giving its name to the Angles, or Anglo-
Saxon inhabitants of Great Britain, and the 
ancertors of the bulk of the modern Eng,-
llfh. In contemplating fuch an incident ia 
the hiftory of our country, I know not whe-
-ther the national pride of an Englifhman 
receives addition or abafement; and it 
would feem, that to determine the point, 
he mud have a more perfect acquaintance 
with his genealogy than ever can be acquir
ed. To thofe, however, who efteem them-
felves defcendants of the Anglo-Saxons, it 
may afford forae pleafure to refleift, that the 

purity 
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purity of the Latin language was revived fit 
Scandinavia, in the perfbn of Saxo-Gram-
ifiaticus, at a time (the twelfth centufy,) 
when it'was dormant in all other parts of 
the European continent. This.northern 
Hiftorian, like his cotemporaries, has 
adopted the Aoft ridiculous abfurdkies of re
mote antiquity ; but he has enobled them 
by a ftyle which gives dignity even to the 
extravagance of fidlion. We learn from 
hira. at the /ame time, that the ancient 
Danes had their bards, who recited the mi
litary atchievements of their heroes ; and 
that their firft hiftorical produftlons were" 
compofed in verfe. 
, The famous city of Hamburg lies, geo
graphically fpeaking, within the liipxts of 
Ducal Holftein, the property of the Kins; 
of Denmark; but it is an imperial, free, 
and Hanfeatic city, having the fovereignty 
of a fmall diftridt round it, of Jibout ten 
miles in circuit. It is one of the moft flou-
rifhing^commercial towns in Europe; and 
though the kings of Denmark ftilllay claim 
to certain privileges wi'thin its walls,'it may 
be confidered as an independent common
wealth. The number of its inhabitants 

amount 
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amount to near 200,000. Befides a vaft va
riety of noble edifiees, both public and pri
vate, it has, two ipacioushafbours, formed 
by the river Elbe, which runs through the 
town ; and no lefs than eighty-four bridges 
thrown over its canals. 

LETTER 
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L E X T E R V. 

IL HE country next in my rout is Lap
land, part of which belongs to the Danes*, 
the moft valuable to the Swedes ; and the 
eaftern diftridl to the Ruffians. But the 
Swcdilh Lapland IS the objed chfefly confi-
dered by authors in defcribing this cotintry. 

From the northern fituation of Ljipland, 
you will' eafily conceive, that for fome 
xnonths in the fummcr, the inhabitants 
have perpetual day, and during winter, 
their night is of fimilar duratio^i; but in 
the latter feafon they are {o well a/lifted b / 
the twilight and the aurora boreaVis, that 
they are never obliged to difcontinue their 
work on account of darknefs. The heati 
offummer are ^xceffive for a fiiort time f 
but fuch is the feverity of the winter colS,^ 
that it is. no unufual thing for t^e l i p s l o W 

frozen 



mad '^&m^\bsk%s o§'tUc inkdbitaats are tlirf 

tains, irregoktl^r crowded together, hnt j»* 
cej^!^e4l 1^ rii^rs w^ kke&^ c^tlnrai^mg ail 
indredibla tKtmktef'Of iflands, fofiid of w l t ^ 
sre <!^8eedingljt ^a^ant , and' # e ^ t ^ t)î  
the natives* as the terreftrial par-a*^^ '1>#(̂  
Igr^^efiSf ttnhss^il^fiitorafleSy'ertid bli^ea 
|ilak^< ctmfi^tei a |reat ptert^i^ the-^at 
caambtjry wheit the.ftate of the mhM)¥ t̂iit% 
b«£witlxftandiiig i i e poWiQifal ini;ueiim' oi 
faabB^ mu^ ba csctremebf un<io»iifortiEiM)ei!» 
i f s(^lJimgcattconii^en^« th«'i)iC«kip«ra« 
ttott-of thof&ilreary climates, it'4s"#h«w JL 
finift^ ibcceedin^ u teisoporary thav^, Jprw* 
fienta thM ILapJaxKler with a ik id t^ level ol 
lefl- iQs^reriv^&lirt^vels with a-t%kl-($eef 
^•ailed^eV st a mte of pron^gious t^pidiff. 
'IThis celettrsted animal ha^ a great tciitti'' 
Wlnctt to the ftag, mfy it ibm^^hatdroops 
^m' huad, and the horns projef^ lbrvv r̂dj» 
< ^ ttxmtig fta legs, it makes a cracking 
MOMlŷ  wluch k atlFibuied to the ieparating'^ 
aitfi 4llCB9!raclb Wap&f^ tog«<^ the dtvi<> 
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fions of the hopf, the under part of whidi 19 
entirely covered with hair. The fame tic-
ceflity which obliges the Laplander t» afe 
fnow-fhoes, makes the extraordinary for
mation of the rein«.deer's hOof to be eipally 
convenient in paffing over fnoWf by pre
venting it from fmking too de^p, which 
would unavoidably be the cafe, did the 
weight of che animal's body reft only on a 
fmall point. 

In fummer the mitt*deer provide tbem-
felvce with leaves asnsk grafe, and in the win* 
ter they live upon mofs. This they have a 
wonderful fagacity in finding -oot) and 
when found, they fcrape with their f(?et the 
fnow that covers it. It is inconceivgWft on 
how fmaJl a quantity of food they fiibfift, 
and the length of journey which they are 
neverthelefs able to perform. The rein" 
deer is harneffed to a kind of fledge, ihaped 
like a fmall boat, in which the traveHcsr, 
well fecured from cold, is laced do#it^ 
holding in one hand tlie reins,. and'in '1*e 
other a kind of bludgepn,' to keep thrtveha* 
tie clear of any impediments- froHricetfef 
fnow. The. rein-d?er are fo fafe ^md, &^ 
table, that the driver is at iia^t ©tj««*i| |, 

ble 



|>Jife # ,̂4ir«iSt*«lgultfc©B4; their i o ^ a ^ in 
Chtiffigg thf rcp^stndfliapiag their Coi |#, 
\i«m§mS^^ h^.tk^k acquaii>ta«c€ with fee 
country (jl̂ Ĵ i*̂  the fummer mopths, when 
they l̂ vf in itv^^woods., At night they look 
Qut for their provender; and fcsitity as is 
their, ufual far^, their milH often helps 
towards, the fupport of their maftcn Their 
%ih is a ^ell-taAipd food, as are likewise 
their,milk and-cheefe ; their Ikin ibrms,ex-
^Uent cloathinj, t?oth for the bed and the 
l?ody; and their inteftines and tendons fup-
ply their mailers with thread and cordage. 

With all thefe excellent qualities, the 
reia-deer have their inconveniences: thpy 
are fopietiraea buried in the fnow, and 
lfe£X-̂ *'̂ <î ®^^y gr<*w reftive^on th«ir 
i^urney, to the no fmall danger of the 
^iver . 

. Th? Laplandf I'S have neither writing nor 
letter? amomg thena, but a number of hiero^* 
g^yphics, that ttiey ufe in their Rouqds, a 
^ r t ^ fticks which ferve them for an alma-
^ci( , , , Thefe hieroglyphics they alfo ufe 
l^ti^d of fignatures in matters of law* An 
^Ifempt ha^ been made to introduce among 
||lpiyJjj^,Qhr4A^ r4igiofl, b^ jaiiTionariea 

D 2 from 
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from tbofb parts of Scanii|Mtvia» vrh^FC ^m 
licht of tlw gofpel has rcaefeedj bi:tt tbcjr 
caSndt yet be faî l to be Chriftianfr, tiMpwgii 
the king-of Denmark has isBftitatcd ibme 
religious feminariesfiraong tl»ni. The ma
jority of the inhabitants profile as grofs fu-
perftitions an3 idolatries as sure to he found 
amongft any people ; an^ < thofe of a na
ture {o abfurd, that they fcarcely defervc 
to be mentioned, were it not that the num
ber and extravagance of thwn have induced 
the northern trader* to believe that they 
are Ikilful in magic and divination. To i&t 
vour this deceit, their magicians, who are a 
peculiar fet of men, employ what ^licy 
ctll a drum, made of thA hollowed truj;ik of 
a fir, pine^or birch tree, oU€«ftdof w>»teh 
h covered with ikm. On tihis they draw 
with a kind of red colour, the figures of 
their riwn gods, as wcU as of Jefus 'Chrift, 
the apoflles, the fun, moon, ftafs, birds, 
and rivers. To fome of thelb they loofelî  
attach one or two brafs rings, whicfif, wheit 
the drurh is heaten with a little hamfecr, 
dance 6ver the figures ; and, accotditk^to 
their progrefe, the forcerer forms ki^ prog* 
noftieations. . Thefe whimfical ccrcdwim^Ss 

Are 



^re ufually pcrfofWp«d for gain 5 and «he flor-
them fhip*i3Qttftw* art {vtcb dwpes to Ifae 
arts of thcfe rnrtfuoftm ,̂ that they often buy 
from th&i^ a mSgic ct)rd, cofttaifting a 
number Of kflttts, by lobfenitig ^hich, ac
cording to thft W^^ickn*s diirftionfe, they 
have the»weaknefs to expeft that they (hall 
obtain what wind they defire. Thfe Lap
landers ftill fetaiti the worihip df many of 
the Teutonic gods; but have liicewife 
amongft them great remains of the Druidi-
cal inftitutions, and they believe the trans
migration of the foul. 

To this account of Lafland I have to fttb-
join the tranflation of an ode, cohipofed, as 
you ^vill fee, by a young pcafant of thM 
cOOTrtiy, on the courtfliip of his^miftrel?; 
and 1 am perftiaded you will cftecm it as no 
fmall curiofity. It is Written in the verfc 
which we call the Sapphic. 

A t-AT»LAND OOE. 

What mean thefe tedbui fisrms aad WiySj 
Thatilifl by frcffi and ftefll delays, 

Protraft a lover's pairr? 
Fivcyears I've woo'd my Orra fair, 
! ^^ years my fighs have fiU'd the vx, 

But woo'd and figh'd in vain. 
I>2 Of 
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Of brandyrcags alinoft a tcprt. 
Of beaver's tongues a hundred more, 

I've giv'n her kin by turns: 
But neither cags their hearts can wanii, 
Kor tongues preva,i>to foothe the charm. 

With which my bofom burns. 

The longeft night that LapJand knows. 
The longefl day that ever glows. 

Though they for months endure;, 
Are nought, compar'd to one fad bout. 
In which my heart is rack'd with doubt. 

That Orra's not fccure, 

O! could I but obtain confent. 
And lead her fmiling with content. 

Home in her bridal"gown; 
Np fwaifi in Lapland could outgo 
The joy, the raptures I ftiould know, 

When Orra w;is try own 1 

Our happy days and nights would "then, 
Pafs noted 'midfl the haunts ot men, 

In a delightful round; 
Smooth af the ice, fwift as the race. 
When rein-de«r in the rapid chacc, 

O'er frozen vallies bound, 

Wlion 
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When years on ycaxs had flown away. 
At lafl: we'd feal'our clofmg day 

With a perpetual kifsj 
And lips to lips adhering faft, 
As a cup * by the northern blaft. 

Expire in mutual blifs! 

An explanation of this will be found in the preceding 
account of Lapland, where mention is made of the extreme 
feyerity of thp cold. 

LETTER 
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L E T T E R VL 

. C V E T U R N I N G from Lapland we enter 
the kingdom of Sweden, the face of which 
rcfembles much that of the neighbouring 
countries, in mountains, mar(hes, and bar-, 
ren plains ; with this difference, that it has. 
the advantage of a few navigable riveis. It • 
is computed to be in length eight hundred 
fniles, from fouth to north, and in breadth 
five huncfred. The foil is much the iamc 
with that of Denmark, and fome parts of 
Norway, generally very poor, but in other 
places furprizingly feitile. The -riches of 
Sweden are chiefly in the bowels of the 
earth, having mines of filver, copper, and 
iron, which exceed any in Europe. The 
firft gallery of one filver mine is a hundred 
fathoms below the furface of the earth : the 
roof is fupported by prodigious afhenbeatns, 
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and from thenCe the miners defceod dl)0vc 
forty fathoms to the lowed vein. This m'mt 
is faid to produce 20,000 crowns a yearT 
The produce q£ the copper mines is uncer
tain. The iron mine employs a vaft num
ber of fmelting houfcs; but this manufac
ture begin^ to fuffer confidera&le diminu
tion, by the importation of American bar 
iron into -Europe. The whole of the 
Swedifli mines is loaded with vail: taxes to 
the government, the eKigences of which are 
chiefly fupported by the refources arifing 
from thofe fubterranean treafures. 

The Swedes, till of late years, were ex-
trem^l^ negligent of tillage, but they now 
begin ^o follow the agriculture of France 
and England; and, according to ^me ac
counts, they raife almoft as much corn as is 
necel&ry for internal confumption. Goth
land produces wheat, rye, barley, oats, 
peafe, and "beans; and in cafe of deficiency 
the people are fupplied from Livonia aiid 
the Baltic provinces. 

The national charafter of the Swed« 
has varied greatly in different ages; at oa* 
Ume bold, martial, entexprizing; at an-
Q^^tf Imigui^ ina^ve, and unambitious ; 

fomc". 
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rotnetimes high-fpiiited and jealous of li
berty; at other times paflive and fubmiffive. 
At prefent the bulk of the people are a 
heavy, plodding race of men, ftrong and 
-hardy, but withoHt any other ambition than 
that of fubfifting themfelves and their faiiii-
lies as wejf as they can ; but tp whatever 
objed they apply, their perfeverance is in
defatigable. The nobility tnd principal 
gen try of Sweden are brave, poKte, and hof-
pitablc; have high notions c^ honor, and 
are jealous of ther national interefts. They 
are in general more converfant in polite 11-
•tcrature, than thofe of itiany other moffe 
flourifliing ftates. 

Stockholm, the capital of the ki,ngdom, 
•ftands vpon fix contiguous iflands ^ and is 
±>uilt upon piles. The caftle, which is co
hered with copper, has neither ftrength nor 
fceauty ? but is commodious, and accom
modates the royal court, as wefl as the na
tional courts, and colleges. The harbour is 
fpacious and convenient, though difficult 
fsi accefs; and >the city difplays all the exte
rior marks of magnificence. But the com* 
-parative poverty of the kingdom aiuft af»-
pear inr an uofavpurable U ^ t , whcn-^isr^ 

know 
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know tWit the ^capital of the nationahfelHsIt 
fcarCely an*cyoMS to half a million fteiiin^ 
An academy of arts arwi fcieiices was fom^ 
years fince eftablilhed at Stockholm, and 
flourilhed 'Uuder the patronage of the Iat€ 
kifig, whofe unmerited fate reflets difgrace 
on the anaals of the country. *It is proba^ 
ble, however, from the education of the 
prefent fovereign, that he will extend to 
fuch an inftitution the fame fe^efits of the 
royal influence with his illuftrious prede*. 
ceflfor. 

The principal univerfity in Sweden is 
that of Uprfal,inftituted about the beginning 
of theJifteenth century, and patronisted by 
ieveral fucceffive monarchs; particularly by 
the .g«eat Guftavus Adolphus, jand hie 
daughter Queen Chriftiana, who emulated 
the glory of her father by her liberal encoa*-̂  
tagenfent mid example, in promoting the 
arts of peace. There are in this univerfity 
near fifteen hundred ftudents; but for the 
tnoil part they are extremely indigent, and 
iodge five or fix together in very poor h&r 
vcls. The profcflors in different branches 
of literature are about twcnty»two, but their 

i*in geaicral arc i^nall. There isaur 
pther 
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6ther univcrfity at Abo in Finland, btit Jcft 
flourilhing than the p'rccedings A diird* 

'which formerly exifted at Liinden-j itx 
Schonon, is now fallen into decay. In .eve
ry diocefe a free fchool is eftabliflicd, where 
the youth are qualified for the univerfity; 

Sweden,' like the northern ccjuntries in 
general, can boaft of few antiquities, or ar* 
tificial curiofities; and thofe of the natural 
ciaft are likewise not numerotis. A few 
leagues from Gottcnburg, there is a hide* 
ous precipice, down which a dreadful cata-
nO: of watef rushes with fuch impetuofity, 
that large mafts and other bodies, of timber 
that are precipitated, difappear, fopie for 
half an hour, and others for double that 
l ^ c e , before they arc recovered. rChfevbot* 
totn of this abyfs has never yet been found, 
tiumgh founded by lines of fcveral hundred 
ikthoms in length. In thefoutbern part of 
Gfothland, there is a remarkable llimy like, 
wliich fing:cs things put into it, 

That powerful inftinft, which attickts 
auimafe, as well as the human fpecic®, to 
the climates of their native country, is 
ftronglyevinced in Sweden by various tribes 
of the birds of paflage. The Swedife 

hawks, 
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llAwks vrhfa cftrried to Fraaoe have b««il 
|ptio#f\ £0 F&'-vifit tke^candinavian (hores ; as 
appears froift one thAt w^ killed in Finkti^ 
with an infcrjption ©11 a fmall gold ^latc, 
importing .that it belonged to th& French 
Kitig. 

I canno^ avoid meationing th'c incoftVe-
meaoc expcrieiiced in this country ,from 
tfed nature of its coin, whkh brings to one's 
mind the ir«n moaey of htymr^s, Cop» 
per is here the chief medium of^commerc^ 
Large piotes of this metal bear upon thcia 
the ftamp of their current value. Some 
<yf them ar^ as large as tiles, and a cart Or 
whcef-^arrow is often requii^ed, to carry 
home ^ moderate fum. 

Tljfi^nnals of Sweden have beegt in fe* 
reral ages, illuftrious by the atchievementf 
of heroic princes and a martial people t 
yet the forces of the country confift only 
of a regulated militia, calculated at pre* 
fent at about forty thoufand men, but be* 
f»re the lofs of Livonia, at fixty thotrfend. 
The cavalry is cloathed, armed, and main* 
tained^ by a rate impofed upon the nobility 
and gentry, in proportion to their eftates ^ 
^ad the infantry by the peafants. Every 

farm 
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farm of fixty or feventy pounds pet auijumg 
is charged with a foof foldier, fiu-aiiUing 
4iiin with diet, lodging and ordinary cloaths,-
and about one pound a year in nioncy. In 
lieu of this a little wooden houfe is Q>m^ 
times built for him by the farmer, who.ih 
lows him hay and pafturage for a cow, and 
ploughs and lows land enough to fupply him 
with bread. In former times, Sweden has 
likewife made a confiderable .figure as -a 
maritime power, and fitted out forty fliips 
^i the line ; but of late yeajs, iJiifSir i3iips, 
as well as their docks, have been greatly 
aegiefted. «-

Chriftianity was introduced into Sweden 
in the ninth dentury, and the people are 
Jjow of the Lutheran church ; the tenets 
pi which weie propagated attiongft them 
by Guftavus Vafa, about the year 1523* 
So great is their averfion to popery, that 
Cailration is the fate of ever_y»roman-^c3-
;holic priefl difcovered iu their couiitry* 
A converfion to popery, or a long continue 
ancfij under excommunication, which can*' 
not pafs i^ithout the King's permiffion, is 
puuiflicd by imprifonment and exile. 
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The afcendencj acquired by France 
-fome years fince, in the councils of Swe
den, in conieqt!«i«cc of atr"aai«aal fubfidy* 
has had a pernicious efFe£l upon the interefts 
of that kihgdom, and pfoved the caufe of 
nluch donaefUc jealoiafy»amc;i£ig.«the friends 
of the oonftitution. To this, doubtlefs, 
the Swedifh crown was flrongly induced 
by the deficiency of its own finances, ^ d 
the defirc *of fccmring an.^fewiGB it'hjfeh 
might protect it againft any ho^ile'ddigiis 
from Ruflia and Denmark. 

L£TT«il 
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JL H E country comprifed "under ths 
same Riiffiâ . comprehejads the northern 
parts of Europe an^ MA i ilcetching fcom 
the Baltic and Sweden on the Weft, to 
Kamtfchatka and the Eaftern Orean ; ajid" 
ga the North, from the Frozen Oce'in, to 
the 47th degree of latitude. It is, of an 
extent nearly equal to all the reft of Eufnpe, 
and greater than that of the Roman Era-
lire i^ the zenith of its power. The ex
tremes both of climate and foil, are cxem* 
plified within the limits of this -̂ aft domi* 
nion. The cold at St. Peteriburg, during 
the months of December, January, and 
February, is ufually from 40 to 5a degrees 
below the freezing point; though com
monly, in the courfe of the winter, it is 
for « week or ten days ibmc degrees lower. 

You 
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You may form^fome idea of a cold fo 
great, on being tol(J, th4t when a perfort 
Walks out in thai feVeffe feafou, the cofd 
makes tjbe eyes watet* and that water 
freezing," hangs in littlellcides on the eye-
ytdxQs, As tjbe common poiionts ufually 
wear tibek beards, you may fee them hang
ing â  the chin like a folid lump of ice; 
Even in this flate, however, the be^r^ 
Is found Very ufcfbl in prate^Sing th« 
glands of the thicteit; fo that trie fddiers 
who do not wear their beards, are obliged-
to tie a handkerchief under the chin to fup-

"1̂ 1̂  the (lef€<3;. When the thermometer 
kas ftood at i5 degrees below o, bdiling^a 
watei;, thtown Up into the air by an engine, 
whioK made it Ipread, has falle«i. down 
perfedly dry< and formed into ice. 

Notwithflanding this feverity of the colli 
in Ruffia, the inhabitJtute are furniflned 
with fuch Various means to guard againft 
it, that they fuffer mtch lefs than might be 
expcfted. They Warm their hpufe^ by a^ 
oven coiiflru6ted with feVeral flues, and th^ 
Q©vu)try abounds with woodj which is the 
eo^mpn fuel. They can fegulate the 
ly^fflitfe. in their Aputfatats hf 'fhe ther-

E mometer. 
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rnometer, with great ejjaftnefs ; opening 
or (hutting the flues, to increafe of dimi-
mlh the heat. Add to this, that the win
dows in the huts of the poor are very fmall, 
that as little cotd rtiay be admitted as pof-
fible ; while in the houfes of perfons 6f 
condition, the windows are caclked up 
atfainft winter, and have commonly dou-
ble o-lafs frames. 

Such is the fituation of the Ruffians 
within doors ; and when they go out, they 
are cloathed fo warmly, aftd covered with 
furs, that they almoft bid defiance to froft 
and fnow. Jt is obfeivable, befides, th?it 
the wind is feldom violent in winterf; but 
when it blows much, the cold is exceciiingly 
piercing* 

The Ruffians derive from the rigor of 
their climate, one advantage unknown to 
the inhabitants of other nations, which is 
that of prefervlng provifions by the froft. 
About the end of Odober, it is ufual for 
good houlewives to kill their poultry, and 
keep them in tubs packed up with a layer 
of fnow between them, and then take 
them out for ufe as occafion require®. • By 
this means?^ they • Jikewife laVe -thettow-

rilhment 
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rifhment df the amromi for Several mofiih&. 
JhVoz^n provisions arc brought ia this way 
even from the diftante of Archangel ; anS 
the markets in Peterfburg are fuppUed with 
them in ..winter, at a cheaper rate than 
Awmld otheiwife be poffible. One may-
there fee,va{l ftacks of whole fiogs, (hecp, 
fiih, and other animals, which are piled up 
in the markets for fale. 

The mefhod they have of thawing frozen 
provifions is by immerging them in cold 
water, by which the ice feems to be ex-
trafted out of the body, and forms a tranf-
•pĵ rent incruftation round it. The fame 
end Tijis been attempted by the means of 
heat, ,but fuch a procefs occafions a violent 
fcrmejitation, and almofl a fuddeii putro^ 
fa61ion of the body immerged. 

In the warmer provinces of Ruffia grain 
grows ia great plenty ; but in thofe to
wards the'north this article of life, fo com
mon in moft other countries, is extremely 
defedive. In fomc parts, the inhabitants, 
like the people of Scandinavia, ufe, inftead 
of bread, a kind of faw-duft, and a prepa
ration of fiih bones. In others, they are 
kaojvn to fubfift chiefly on mulhrooms, 

E 2 which 
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which the foil produces in great abundance. 
In a word, the bulk of the p e o ] ^ are M-
tlierto miferably fed, though tht moft law> 
dable efforts have been made by Peter tM 
Great, and the fiSbfequent fbvcreigns, to 
promote an acquaintance with agriculture. 
'Phis extcnlive country is particjilarly fa
voured by nature in one refpcft, I mean, 
the vaft communication by means of rivers, 
which the inland parts of the rfation have 
with each other. The moft confiderablc 
©f thefe are the Wolga, or Volga, running 
caft and fouth, which, after traverfing the 
greater part of Mafcovy, and winding^a 
courfe of 5000 Englifh miles, difcijaVges 
itfelf into the Cafpian fea. What deferves 
to be renaarked, there is not in the ffihole 
of this courfe, a iingle catarad: to interrupt 
fhe navigation. While it produces all 
kinds of fiflv, it fertilizes the lands on each 
fide with the richeft trees, fruits, and vege
tables of various kinds ; increafing likewile 
in its progrefs the benefits it commiHiicates, 
by dividing itfelf, in the end, into naortf 
than fevcHty branches, by which it enters 
the Cafpian. By means of this noble river» 
the city &( Mofcow preferves a comm^tti-

ca.tioa 
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eafym not only with all the fouthem jiarts 
4>£ Ri^lia, bat eyca with PcrCa, Geoigia, 
Xaitary,, aad mauy other circumambient 
countries. 

Next to thh is the Don, or Taaais, which 
iepamtcs the moft eaftcrn pa*ts of Ruffia 
from Aiia.. In its courfe toward the e^l , 
it comes fo near to the Wolga, that the 
Czar Peter had ptoje&cd a communication 
between diiem by means of a caatal; but 
this grand defiga was fruftrated by an irrup
tion of the Tartars. This river difcharges 
itfelf into the Palus Maeotis, or Sea of 
Azoph ; jtnd excluiive of its turnings and 
windi|igs, runs ^ courfe of four hundred 
miles^ The Borifthenes, or Dnieper, which 
is likiewii« one of the largefl river^ in Eu
rope, runs through Lithuania, the country 
of fome tribes of the CofecB, and of the 
Tartars, and falts into the Euxrine, or Black 
Sea, «t ilinb^irn, neaî  Oczakow ; exhi-> 
biting thirteen eataca^s at a iinaU d ^ n c e 
fromeaich other. To th«fe may be added, 
the two Dwinfts, one of which difcharges 
itfelf at Riga into the Baltic ; xhe other, 
drv«i^g itfelf into two branches nejy: Arch
angel, falls ihore into the Whi|««S6;u 

E 3 Kuffvi 
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Rufiia Is in general a .flat level cdimttf, 
except towards the north, where • He the 
Zimnaporas mountains, fiippofed to be the 
famous- Montes Riphasi of th'e ancietit^. 
On the weftcrn fifle of the Dnieper, a part 
of the Carpathian mountains extends ; artd 
between the Black Sea and thoCafpiatt, 
Mount Caucafus borders a range of vaft 
plains fl retching to the Sea of Oral. The 
noithern and north-eaftern pi'oviiices ar6 in 
a manner defart ; but in general, forefrs 
jtbound over the face of this exteiifive coun
try' : and the wildnefs of the fcenes is 
equalled by that of the inhabitants, whojfi 
many parts may juftly be accounted Pagans 
i-atntrthan Chiiftians. 

Amo?ig the fpecies of fifhes with, which 
nature has plentifully provided the Ruffians, 
is thit called Beluga, which refembles a 
fturgeon. It is commonly from twelve to 
fifteen feet in length, weighing from nine 
i6 fixteen or eighteen hundred weight. 
The fiefh is white and* delicate, and of the 
roe of it is' made the famous cavear, fo 
much eftcemed for its richnefs and flavour. 

Th"fe nuptial ceremdriies of the Ruffians 
are . j^M&r to themfelves ; and forifterly 

conrilled 



LET. Vl^] TimUAT 55 

confiOsBid <y£ (omc very whimiical' xkes, 
many of which are now fallen into difuf©. 
Matches are freqaently made by tlie pa
rents, without the parties ever feeing each 
other. After the preliminaries have been 
ietded, the, bride is eacamined ilark naked 
by a certain number of females^ who have 
the charge of correding, if poffible, any 
dcfe£ts that may be difcovered in her per-
fon. On the day of folemniziug the mar
riage, ihe is crowned with a garland of 
wormwood ; and after the prieft has per
formed his part of the ceremonial, his clerk 
"cr fexton^ throws a handful of hopa upon 
the lî ead of the bride, expreffing at the 
fame time a wiih that Ihe may prove as 
fruitful as that plant. She is then condudqjl 
home to the houfe of the bridegrom, amidft 
abundance of ribaldry and indecent gefti-
culatious, which are now, liowever, daily 
declining* even among the loweft ranks. 
The barbarous treatment of wives by their 
hulbands, which formerly. extendeciiieven 
to fcourging, or broiling them to death, is 
now either expreflly prohibited bŷ  law, 
or by particular flipulatious in the marriage 
coatrai^s. 

The 



The idaabitautfi of this cmiatry, ]aim 
other unpultivated people, enteptaia many 
falfc notiojis with regard ta che ftate of de
parted fouls, Amotig the better fort ©f ia-
habitants» the dsad body is iifi»:ftlly Icept 
above ground for eight or lea days; <io|in|; 
which timfe the prieft, who 'is hir^H to f>my 
for the foul of the decmfed, fprmklcs thfc 
body frequently with holy waOsr. When 
it is carried to the igrave, which is done 
*with a ^ radc of kffientatidn, the prieft 
-produces a ticket {igned by thjc hiihop and 
and another clergyman, as a paffport td 
heaven. This being put into^thc ooffiu 
betwpen the fingers of the cotpfe, ^ild the 
interment concluded, the company return 
\p the deceafed's houfe, where thereenfucg 
Sa fc«ue of intoxication, which, among 
pcrfons of condition, continues, with few 
intfirmiffions, during the fpace of forty 
days; the prieft every day faying pr̂ yeî s 
over the grave of the deceived. 

^K^ barbarity of the Rufikns is in IKJ-
thiug more confpicuous than in the fevcrity 
of their corfyoral punifbmcnts, which, how
ever are frequently undergoi^e with afto-
niihing infenfibility. The finglor^id do«*» 

bl5 
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Tfac \)tinxp!g w^id cutting out of the tongtie 
are l&iew^ pamibments ^ot uncommon ; 
affld'Potsef fe Orcttt ufed to fiifpend the 
robbers upon the Wolgai^ «ad other parts 
^ Ilia donuniofjs, by xrou hooks fixed to 
liteir ribi, on |;iWjets, where t^ey wxkhed 
in Vigomt^ to the tiimaiber of hundreds, nâ y 
thousands at a time. 

You mfty wafi in^gme, dtat to tmvtti 
over the de^iits df Ruffia, in their leaked 
ftate, mufl be both very tedious and fa
tiguing ; but in winter, when they are co-
•veied wilfe fnow, this is performed with 
greal |aciUty. The fnow being frozen hard 
enough to bear them, the people travel in 
Hedges, Hned with thick felt, andjnany •f 
tbem drati^n by rein-deer. In the interior 
pafts of Ruffia, however, horfes are ufed 
for the pufpofe. The fledge-way becomes 
fo well bftaten towards February, that they 
ered upon thofe vehicles a -ki^ of coach, 
in which they ir̂ ay lie at full length, «ftd fo 
fravei night and day. Wrapped up in good 
fuirs. In this manner they often pdrfoito 2a 
journey of about fo^ir hundred miles, fudh 
ss that from Petersburg to Mofcow, in three 

days 
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tlays and nights. Her late imperial i3Eia|cfijs, 
in her winter journies, was drawn by twenty-
four poft horfes, in an eredion made JO£ 
timber, which contained fuificient .couveai-
eacies to accommodate four perjfons. 

Learning lias for a coofiderablc time fee-
gnn to be Cultivated in Ruffia, ^nd made 
particularly great pix>grefslander theaufpi-
ccs of the late Emprefs. Peter the Great 
founded three colleges at Mofcow ; one for 
dafikraLlearning aad philofophy, the fe-
cond for matbcKxafeca, aiid the third for 
navigation aad aftrouomy : lince which 
time an univerfity haslikewife been founds-
cd in that city. The late Czarina fpunded 
an univerfity at Peterfburg, to which flic 
invitcd.fome of the moft learned foreigners 
in every faculty, and fettled upon them 
hajidiome iklaries. She there alio infti-
tuted a military academy, where the you^ig 
nobility, and the fons of officer^, are iu-
iitudted in the art of war. 

Peterfburg,-the modern capital of this vaft 
empire, isiituated in latitude 60^ on both 
lides ofthe river Neva, at its junction with 
the lake of Ladoga. About the beginning 
pf the prefeut century, it confifted of a few 

final! 
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ikiaU fiflllng huts, on a fpot fo fwampy, that 
th^ ground was formed into nine iflands ^ 
bttt fttch is at prcfent the flate of this 
"Wonderful emporium, that it rivals in mag
nificence the mo^ celcbmted cities in Eu-
rOf)e. Among the pubhc ftru£tuf€S worthy 
ofnotice#»I cannot forbear' mentioning a 
convent, in which four hundred and forty-
young ladies were educated at the expence 
of the late femprefe. Two hundred of thefe 
wer6 of fuperior ranki and the others, 
daughters of citizens and tradefmen ; who 
after receiving a fuitable education, were 
|)rgfentedi,with a fum of money, to procure 
themlilves a proper livelihood on quitting 
the ci)nvent. Peteriburg is iuppofed to 
contain about four hundred thouik^d inha.-
bitants, and is ornamented with thirty-five 
great churches. It alfo contains five pa>-
laces, lome of which are fuperb, particu
larly that'which is called the New Summer 
Palace, fituatod near the Triumphal Port, 
an elegant piece of architcQ:ure. The n\nn-
ber of foreign fliips trading thither in the 
fummer time is prodigious ; and iii winter 
three thoufaaid onotnhorfe fledges are em
ployed for paiTengcrs in the ftreets* 

Before 
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Before xh^ ^ftabliiUment -of PJ?terfbjiu:^, 
•tbie c i ^ of Mofcow was the capital of this 
vaft empire, and though now declioed 
iirom its former grandeur, it ftill coatinucs 
4© make an eminent figure amoug the firA 
elites m Europe. The houfcs of the inhafeit-
ants in gciieral are mean ftru6tu)i;es of tim-
hcr: but the palaces, churches, conven'ts, 
•and other pubUc edifices, of which there is 
a giTsat number, are Spacious and lofty. The 
Xrimlin, or grand Imperi-al;palace, is one ^ 
<the. nobieftiediiiGes in JSarepe. 

Having mentioned tiie oonveat «se^cd at 
Peteriburg by the late emprdis^ I cannot 
•|mfe over in filencean inftit^ution of a iimi-
lar natior* in Mofcow, promoted li^ewife 
•fey her ^patronage, and fupported by volun
tary contributions, legacies, and other cha-
-latjible jcudowments. What I allude to is 
-the {Foundling Hofpilal, an imraenic pile-of 
tbailding, of aquadrangvilarfhap^, coixtain-
-iag at>prcfent upwards of three Jthoufarad 
'fomidiings; .and wheatheeftablifemenit is 
xompieced^ it is intended to contain eight 

Jluffia .'havhig only lately emerged from 
fcarbarifm, we caiixiDtthercioakifar.aityioif 
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tfaofe antiquities ufially met with ia na-
tioiis which have loftg been in a ftate trf 
cultivation. She exhibits, however, fbnae 
ftuplsndtjus mon^iments of the public fpiric 
of her Ibvereigns ; partic^liarly the canals 
mMc by Peter the Great for the benefit of 
commerce: and I am perfuackd you will 
agree with me that fuch peaceful atchieve.-
ments confer more real glory, as well as fe*-
tisfadion, flian that which L» Ibught for 
amid the din of arms, and the brilliancy 
ofconqueft. With regard to the memo
rials of remote times, however, Siberia is 
nbt.unprod4i6tive. It abounds with old fe* 
pulchras of an unftiown people, whofein* 
ftrumeaits and arms appear to have been all 
made of copper. In the cabinet of natural' 
hiftory at Peterfburg, there is {hewn a 
rhinoceros, which was accidentally dug up 
on the banks of the river Valui, The Ikin, 
with the Jiair upon if, is entire. The city 
of Mofcow is diftinguifhed by containing 
the largeft bell in the world. It ia nineteen, 
feet high, twenty-three in diameter, and h 
faid to be 443,772 pounds weight. By 
a fall received in confequenceof the beam 
on which it hung being burnt, a large piece 

h 
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is broken out of it. "By this accident, it 
has (incc lain ufelefs, to the no fmall re
gret of the inhabitants of that capital, who-
are remarkable for a peculiar attachment to 
the ringing of beHs-

The building of Peterfljurg, with its fud-
(len tranfmutation from a few fiiQjin^ huts 
into a populous and great capital, is an in
cident perhaps not to be parallelled in the 
hiftory of the world ; if we except the ad
joining fortrefs of Cronftadt, which isalmoft 
impregnable. Thefe wonderful objeds, 
equal in magnitude of defign, feut infinitely 
lliperior in utility, to the pyramids of Egyptr, 
employed, for fome years, without ^ay in-
termiflion even during night, threg hun
dred tlwuland men in driving piles, and lay
ing their flupendous foundations. Yet, 
aftonifliing to lay, the whole plan of thofe 
works was drawn by the hand of Peter him-
felf. with a very little affiflance irom fome 
German engineers. But the extraordinary 
merit of this prince was not confined to 
grcatncfs of conception ; he united aftivity 
witii invention ; and wrought in perfon not 
onlv in thofe vaft undertakinors, but in the 
ellablilliment of a naval force, which he 
r^ifed by a fudden creation. 

The 
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The eftablifhed religion of Ruffia is that 
of the Greek Church ; for the tenets of 
which I refer you to theological writers. It 
is fufficient for me to lay, th^tthe Ruffians 
deny the firpremacy of the'pope, and dif-
clahn the worfliip of images. Tljey retain, 
howevM", many idolatrous and fiiperftitious 
cuftoras. 

L E T T E R 
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LRT.TER Vm 

OUR northern cxcurfion will receivtf 
fome relief, from quitting the vaft extent 
trf" the Ruffian plains, foi; a tranfitory vifit 
to the numerous iflands of Scotland; 
which are thofe of Shetland, Ofkne^.-and 
the Hebrides, or weftern ifles. Tht Shet
land iflands are forty-fix in number, but 
tt«ny"<Jf them uninhabited. The largeft, 
which is that of Mainland, is fixty nliles in 
length, and twenty in breadth ; but the 
whole number of families in the iflanddoes 
not exceed five hundred. On this ifland 
the Dutch be^in to fifli for hcrrino-s at mid-
fummer, and their fiflting feafon lafts fix 
months^ 

Of the Orkney iflands, which are about 
thirty iu number, many are likewife unin
habited. The iargeft is Pomona, about 

"thirty 



thirty-three miks ia length, and its breadth 
is in fome places nine. It contains nine pariih 
churches, ant! fctne excellent harbours. 
The cathedral of Kirkwall, the capital of 
the Orkneys, is a fine Gofhic building, de
dicated to St, Magnus, but now converted 
into a pgrifh church. Its roof is fup-
ported by fourteen pillars on each fide, and 
its fteeple, which has a good ring of bells, 
by four largte pillars. The three gates $f 
the church are checquered with red and 
white polifhed ftone, embolTed and ele
gantly flowered. 

• The W.eilern lUes are more numerous 
than either of the preceding, and fome of 
them large. Sky is forty miles long, and. 
ill fome places thirty broad ; fruit£i*l and 
well peopled. The ifle of Mull is twenty 
four miles long, and in fome places almofl 
as broad. Lewis, or Harries, forming 
both but <5ne ifland, is a hundred miles la 
length, and thirteen or fourteei^ ^p breadt|v 
Bute, which is about ten miles loag^ and 
three or four broad, is famous for coptaig,-
ing the caftle of Rothfay, which gayf! ^he 
title of Puke to the eldcft fona„of the kings 

F of 
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of Scotland^ aft it now ddes to the Prince of 
Wales. 

Befide thefe, are ila, Jura, Urft, St.- KiU 
da, and a numerous lift of inferior iflands ; 
among which I ihuft particularly mention 
the famous iflei of Jona, or St. Colomb-kiilf 
once the feat and lan€tuary of kr^rning in 
the weft, and the burying-place of many 
kings of Scotland, Ireland, and Norway* 
This place is ftill confpicuous f^r the relics 
of a fanftimonious arttiquity. The church 
of St. Mary, which i« built in the form of 
a cathedral, is a beautiful fabric ; within 
which are fbme Gaelic infcriptioas, andjhe 
bodies of the kings abovementioned< 1'ha 
tomb of Columba, who lies buried here is 
ifninfc*ibed. The fteeple is large, the cu
pola twenty-one feet fquare, the doors and 
windows are curioufly carved^ and the lat
ter is of the fineft marble. Innumerable 
irafcriptions of ancient cuftoms and ccremo-
Hies may be obferved in different parts of 
the ifland. 

Thf ifland of StafFa exhibits a moft beau* 
tiful fcene of the Bafaltis, riling amidft tli© 
waves, iii the form of a new Gia«t'« Caufew 
way. For a mile iu length, and half a 

mile 
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mite in breadtis, t!he end of this i^iM % 
fupported by * ranges of natural pillars', 
moftly above fifty feet high^ ftanding in 
colonnades, according a« the bays or po'nts 
of land have fomied themfelves. Sir Jofepll 
B*ik§, WIKJ vifited this iflarid t^ 1772, in
forms ug^ that upon a firm bafis of rock 
fbove thefe, the ftratum which reaches to 
the farface of the ifland, varied in thick-
nefs as the ifland itfelf formed-'into hills or 
vallies; each hill, which hung over the 
columns below, forming an ample pedi
ment. Some of thefe, above fixty feet in 
tliiqknefs,* from the bafe to the point, 
formed, by the floping of the hill on each 
fide, almoft into the ihape of thofe ufed in 
architefture. Proceeding further "to th% 
north weft, " You meet (fays Sir Jofeph, 
Banks,) with the higheft ranges of pillars, 
the magnificent appearance of which is 
paft all description : Here they are bare t& 
their very bafi«, and the flratum bcloW 
them is alfo vifible." 

In fomc parts of StafFa, inftead of»being 
placed upright, the pillars were obferved 
to be on their fides, each forming a {eg*-
meat of a circle; but the moft ftriking 

F 2 objed 
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objed iix this field of fcenery is Fingal's 
Cave, which is defcribed in the following 
terms ; •* We proceeded along the fli©r«, 
treading upon ataother Gwnt^s Caufemay^ 
every ftwie beirfg regularly formed in a 
certain number of fides and angles, '̂ tillf in 
a fliort time we airived at the m«uth of a 
cave, the moft magnificent, 1 fuppofe, that 
has ever been defcribcd by travellers. The 
length of this cave from the arch without, 
is 371 feet; the breadth at the mouth 53 
feci; and the height in the.fame part 315? 
feet. The mind can hardly form an idea 
more magnificent than fuch a i^ace, fup-
ported on each fide by ranges of CQlumns, 
and roofed by the bottoms of thofe,which 
Kavc'-bc^n broken off in order to form it j 
between the angles of which a yellowifh 
litalagmitic matter had exuded, which ferves 
to define the angles precifely, and at the 
&me time vary the colour with a grgat deal 
of elegance. To render it ftill more 
agreeable, the whole is lighted from with
out; land the.air within being agitated by 
the flux and refiux of the tide, is perfedJy 
dry and wholefome, free entirely from th? 
damps,of vapours with which natural car 

verns 
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Xrems'ih general abtjund*" Sir Jofeph Balaks 
Jias«fi^red ni«, that nothing he had ev€t 
ften affoi"ded him greater pleafure than thi 
fxit^y of this Ifland. 

In sjeneral the iflands anrtexed to Scot*" 
lalidexhibit tnany pregnant propfs in their 
cihurche»5 the veftiges of old forts and othcjt 
ijuildiflgs, both facred and civil, that they 
•Were formerly more populous than at pre-
fent. The ufe and conftru6tion of ibme of 
thefe works cannot now be eafily actiountetl 
for. In a gloomy valley in the ifland of 
Hdy, one of the Hebrides, is a kind of 
iiertnitage*, cut out of a ftone, called a dwarf 
Hone, thirty-fix feet long, eighteen broad, 
and nine high; in which is a fquare hole, 
about two feet in height for an enTfflice', 
with a ftone of the fame fize for a door; 
within is the refemblance of a bed, with a 
pillow cut out of the ftone, ^ large enough 
for two men to lie on ; at the other end is 
a couch, and in the middle a hearth, With a 
hole cut out ab*ove for a chimney. 

I {hould tire you to recount the various 
veftiges of the Druidical temples remaining 
in thefe iflands ; fome of which muft have 
been raifed with prodigious labour,' it0A ar«^ 
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fhipendous fcreaioiis, of the fame nature 
ai the famous Stone-henge, near Saii&ury. 
Others fecm to be memorials of particular 
perfons or anions, conliftiflg of one large 
Aone {landing iipf-ight. Some of.them bear 
the marks of having been fculptured^ aad 
others have fcrved as fepulchresn and arc 
compofed of ftones cemented together. 
Cairns, or barrows, as thej ai'e called in 
England, are frequent in thefe iflands, and 
the monuments of Danifli and Norwegian 
fortifications might afford ample room for 
defcription. The gigantic bones found in 
many burial places here, afford room to be
lieve that the former inhabitants -s^ere of 
larger fize than the prefent. It feen^? like-
•wil9-f«obable, from fome ancient remains, 
particularly catacombs, and fomc filver fibu
la; or clafps, found at St«nnis, one of the 
Orkneys, that the Romans were well ac
quainted with thefe parts. There is not a 
doubt but one of the iflanda on the north of 
of Scotland^ was their Ultitnfl. Thule, 

It has been the opinion of many learned 
men, that the Hebrides, being the moft 
wefttrly iflandswhere theCelts fettled, tlieir 
lai).^i#gc oauft remain tkcrc in its gre^J:eft 

purity 
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|>jjri*y : \mt this opinijon, thoMglj yexf pJ^U" 
i ihk , is contradi<9ted by experience. It p 
t r i e that many Celtic words, as well as cuf-
tsmSf are ioniiA in thefe iflawds ; but the 
great intercoui'fe which »the Hebrides had' 
-vwth the Daiies, the Norwcgiaijs, ajid other 
norttuer* people, whofc laixguag* is mixed 
with Sclavonian and Teutonic, the latter 
cf which has no afiinity with the Celtic, 
has rendered their language a <cooaf>ouiud ; 
£o tkat it approaches in no degree to the pu-
iity of the Celtic, commonly called Eile, 
which was fpoken by their neighbours iiii 
JLochabaj; and the oppofite coafts of Scot
land,, the undoubted defcendants of the 
Celtj, among whom their language remains 
more unmixed, _.„- , 

There is very little difference ia the <;li-
mate of thefc iflands, the aif beijig keen, 
piercing, and Salubrious ; fo that many of 
the nativfes iive to a great age. In the Shet
land and Orkney iflands they fee to nead at 
midnight in June and July ; and during 
four of the fummer months they have fre-
qvkent comm\inications, both for bufmcfs 
aad curiofity, with each other. The reft 
of the year, howcvef, they arc alnapft inac-

ceffible, 
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cefTiblc, through fogs, darknefs, and ilorms. 
It 16 a curious fad, that in May, 1689, a 
Scottifli fifherman was imprifoned in the 
capital of the Orkney iflands, for pub
lishing the accourtt of the Prince jind Prin-
cefs of Orange being raifed to the Bri t i^ 
Throne the preceding November i and he 
would probably have been hanged, as a po-^ 
litical impoftor, had not the news been 
confirmed by the arrival of a fhip. 

It does not appear from hiftory, to whom 
the Shetland and Orkney iflands were fub-
jeft before the clofe of the eleventh cen
tury ; but they "were conquered by the' 
Normans in 1099, fome years after the re-
duftion of England by William the X^on-
querptfc^In the year 1263, they were in the 
pofleflion of Magnus of Norway, who fold 
them to Alexander, king of Scots, alid he 
gave them as fiefs to a nobleman of the 
name of Speire. After this period, they 
became fubjed to the crown of Denmark. 
ChriRiaii 1. in the reign of James III. con
veyed $hem in property to the crown of 
Scotland, as a marriage portion with his 
daughter Margaret, and all future preten-
iion;. w^re entirely ceded on the mar

riage 
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riage ^{ Jaihe* VI. of Scotland, with t!ie 
Princefs Anne, of Denmark. 

It might be thought unpardonable to give 
an account of the Hebrides without menti
oning the 'fecondJight^ fof which the inha-
b i f tn^ are faid to be rertarkaMe. It is 
pretende<i^ that there fwims before theii 
eyes, either real or typical, reprefentation« 
of certain events which are to happen 
within the fpace of twenty-four or forty-
eight hours. The truth perhaps is, that 
thofe highlanders by indulging themfelves 
in indolent habits, acquire viiionary ideas ; 
Olid thefe giving birth to extravagant phan
toms, they miftake the latter for the refult 
of fatUical or prophetic revelations. They 
therefore begin to prophecy, and th^*84)e«-
ing a great chance that amidft many thou-
fands of predictions, fome or other (hould 
happen to be fulfilled, one well-attefted in-
ftance of accomplifliment confers credit on 
the general imputation. J ftiall, however, 
relate to you one fad of this kind, which I 
had myfelf from a reputable fchoolmafter on. 
the borders of the Highlands, when I vilited 
that part of the country, and it is among the 

moft 
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raoft remarkable inftances df tbe kind that 
I have heard on the fubjeft, 

Mr. M— went one evening about fcme 
bufinefs into a fmall houfc adjoining lais 
own, where thei«e happened to be an elderly 
woman from Glenlion» On feeing feim 
enter fhe* uttered in the Gaelic^ language 
fomc exprefiions which indicated furprize; 
and ilxing her eyes on his legs, exclaimed 
•with a look of aflouifhment, Te chafs ! te 
chajs I that is, " your leg, your leg." He. 
thought no more of the incident till next 
night, when returning home from a houfe 
in the neighbourhood, a beetle "vyas malici* 
oufly thrown at him by a worthlef^ perfoa 
who had formerly been his pupil, bypA'hich 
Q^iegf his legs was fradured. RecoUefting 
the incident of the preceding evening, he 
was told by thofe who had been prefent on 
that occaiiion, and underftood the Erfe, that 
one of his legs appeared to the ' woman of 
Glenlion to be broken and bloody, and fhe 
Was aitoniflied to fee him walk in fuch a 
condition. I told this anecdote to the late 
Dr. Samiiel Johnfon, who wifhed he had 
known it before the publication of his Tour 
tp the Hebrides, 

The 
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The inhabltaiits of tte Hebrides, like the 
Highlanders on the continent of Scotland, 
are a hardy and martial race of people ; and 
had they come within the verge of Ho
mer's defcription in the 'Iliad or Odyfley, 
it is orobable that many of thefe iflands 
would nai/e been no lefs diftinguifhed by 
their lords or chieftains, than Ithaca by the 
celebrated Ulyffes, 

LETTER 
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L E T T E R IX . 

J l COME now to the continent of Scot
land, a country celebrated both for the 
martial atchievements of its inhabitants, 
and the genius of many of its writers. The 
air of Scotland is more temperate than 
could be expeded in fo northerly a cliiTiate. 
This arifes partly from the variety of its 
hills, vallies, rivers, and lakes; but 
ftili more, as in England, from the vicinity 
of the fea, which affords thofe warm breezes 
that not only foften the natural keennefs of 
the air, but by keeping it in perpetual agi
tation, renders it pure and healthful. The 
foil in general is not fo fertile as that of 
England ; and, in many places, lefs fitted 
for agriculture than for pafture. Yet there 
are particular plains and vallies of the mofl 
luxuriant fertility ; and the whole of the 

eaflern 
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eaftern coaft, for many miles itp the coun
try, is abundantly fertile. 

Scotland contains feveral capital rivers, 
fuch as the Forth, the Tay, the Spey, the 
Tweed, and the Clyde ; A îth many of an 
inferior fort, well provided with falmon, 
trout, ah4 other fiflies, which equally en
rich and beautify the country. Its princi
pal mountains are the Grampian Hills, 
which run from eaft to weft, almoft the 
whole breadth of the kingdom. Two other 
chains of mountains, towards the fouth, n.m 
in the fame diredlion; beiidcs which, I 
may mention the Cheviot or Tiviot Hills, 
on the j^orders of England. 

Th^face of Scotland is agreeably divcrfi-
fied by a charming intermixture of najUical 
objedls. The great inequalities of the 
ground, in many parts, though unfavour
able to the labours of the hufbandman, arc 
particularly pleafing to a traveller, and af
ford thofe delightful fituations for country-
houfcs, of which many of the Scotti/h no
bility and gentry have fo judicioufly availed 
themfelves. 

I do not exaggerate when I afTurc you, 
that Scotland contains a greater number of 

ancient 
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ancient caftles and noble edifices than are 
commonly to bc/met with in countries of an 
equal extent. This is owing not -only to 
the general tafte of the nobility and gentry, 
hut to the cheapnefs of the materials for 
building ;̂  by which their paflion for^rohi-
tedure may be gratified at a maeP^ate ex-
pence. Many of thefe feats are cmbelliflied 
with beautiful pleafure-grounds, where art 
and nature feem to have vied in the pro-
du£l:ion of agreeable profpeds. T o form 
an adequate idea of thofe fccncs, you muft 
vifit Dunkeld, and Blair in Athol, the reii-
dence of the Duke of that nanoe ; but you 
will find all the charms of local be?uty yet 
more happily united, fome miles towards 
tire-^'efl, where Taymouth, the incompa
rable feat of the Earl of Breadalbane, dii^ 
plays all her attra6lions to the view. Ver
bal defcription can but faintly cxprefs the 
delightful aficmblage of objeds by which 
this place is diftinguifhed. Hill and valley, 
"wood and water, form the general inter
mixture of topographical variegation ; but 
here the efFe6t of them is enhanced with 
peculiar felicity. The pofition and fhape 
of the hills arc not only highly advantage-

OUS) 
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6US, but they afe ornamented ^ i th natural 
tocks, pi<SuTefqtie both in form and fitua-
tion, and adorned with hermitages, or 
ruins, or towers, or traces of antiquity, 
that afford* the moft pleafing profpefts. 
The •waJIies arc flretched in an ^panfe fb 
agreeabl^'omantic, that for a juftreprefen-
fation of thfem I refer to your own concep
tions, of the celebrated Tempe. The 
Woods are delightfully mixed in variety a$ 
well as arrangement; and the river Tay, 
befides the profpc<5t of a beautiful lake, pro
ceeds in fuch meanders as feem to have 
bc'en .accommodated by nature to the per-
feiflion of a landfcape. To all thefe circum-
Cnmfiainces let me add, the temples and 
cafcades, the walks, the terraces, anii'-'riitf 
nutting-paths, which in extent, variety, 
and beauty, furpafs all I ever met with ia 
trnveilinsr. 

You have heard, perhaps, of the Matdefiy 
an inftrument of decapitation, introduced 
into Scotland by the Earl of Morton, who 
was hlmfelf the firft who fufFered by i t ; and 
you are fufSciently well acquainted with 
the Guillotine^ Which difgraces the annals 
of France; but I queftion whether you 

ever 



go LETTERS OF A 'f JMIVELLEi* 

ever have been informed of a firailar in" 
ftruracnt, called the Lochabar Axe, This 
I have feen where it is depofited, in the pe
netralia of Taymouth. It was employed 
for extirpating' the clan of M'Gregors, 
whofe outrages rendered them imiyerlally 
fo obnoxious to govcrumeat, ,̂ kdt thofe 
9mong them who wiflied to avoid a capital 
puuifhment, were obliged to change 
their nainc ; which, I have been told, was 
not, till lately, revived in the country. 

Scotland abounded anciently with mag
nificent Gothic cathedrals, and other reli
gious edifices, but they were mpftly demo-
lilhed by the fury of the mobs at t^e' time 
pf the reformation. The Carthufij,n Ab-
h f j ^ t Perth, which was alfo a royal refi-
dence, and where James I, was murdered, 
is celebrated for the grandeur of its archi-
tedlure. The cathedrals of El^in in Mur-
ray» E)unkeld, Dumfermline, Kel(b, Mel-
rore, Jedburg, and others, with the Gothic 
Cha|)el at Roflin, about four miles from 
Edinburgh, arc beheld with veneration and 
pleafuiie by every traveller. Many of thofc 
eflificcs were founded by King David, who 
was remarkable for his piety and liberality 

tQ 
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to religious inftitutions j but the flru^lure 
laft ipeiitioncd was founded towards the 
middle of the fifteenth century by William 
St. Clair, Prince of Orkney, and Duke of 
Oldenburg,. Exclufiveof rcJmantic fituation, 
it ^ confelTedly one of the moft curious 
pieces S&^^^orkmanfhip in Europe. 

The palaces of the Scottish kings, in ge
neral, were like^ife magnificent buildings. 
That' of Du«nfermline, t;he i efidence of the 
famous king Malcolm, has long been in 
ruins ; but there flill exifls, dole by it, a 
memorial of celebrated royalty. Under the 
pulpit of the ancient cathedral, are interred 
the re|nains of the great King Robert 
Bruce^whofe heart, at his owndefire, was 
carried at his death to Jerufalem. Tb'^,!!** 
lace of Scone, where the kings of Scotland 
were ufually crowned, is diftinguflied by 
an elegant fimplicity ; while that of Falk
land exhibits a magnificence correfpondiog 
to the dignity of a crown ; and .the palace 
of Linlithgow, the favourite refort of 
James V. has been the admiration of fubfe-
quent ages for the beauty of its ardhitcc^ 
turc, 

G Edin* 
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Edinburgh, fincC the addition of the new 
town, may be regarded as one of the hand-
fonieft cities in Europe ; and the new Uni-
•verfity, when completed, will be a ftrudture 
proportionably noble. Between the old 
and new town, lies a narrow bottacn*or 
vale, at the weft end of which tire caftle, 
fituated on a folid rock, near two hundred 
feet high, looks down with awful magnifi
cence ; and the eaftern extremity is bound
ed by a, lofty bridge, the middle arch of 
which IS ninety feet high ; ferefted for the 
purpofe of joining the hew buildings to the 
city, and of rendering the defccKt on^eadi 
fide.the vale more commodious. 

Facing the caftle, at the diftancr of a 
mnc',"~ftands the palace of Holyrood-Houfe, 
commonly called the Abbey. It is a quad
rangular buikliftg, of magnificent architec
ture, begun by James V. and finifhed by 
CIl̂ ^rles I. Roinid the quadrangle runs an 
^rcade, adorned with pilafters; and the 
fiifide contains noble apartments, now occu
pied by different noblemen. The chapel 
belonging *to this patace was an elegant 
piece of Gothic architefture. It had a, very 
lofty roof, and two ftone galleries, fupport

ed 
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cd by curious pillars. The iufide was de-
moli^ed and rifled of all its rich ornaments 
by the fury of the mob at the Revolution. 
They even broke into the repoiitories of the 
dead, and ^jfcovered a vault, till then not 
generally known, which contained the bo
dies ot̂ NL^njes V. his firft queen, and 
Henry Damley. The walls and roof of 
this beautiful chapel gave way and fell 
down in 1768, occafioned by the enor
mous weight of a new ftone roof, laid over 
it fome )ears before, which the walls were 
unable to fupport. 

•The hofpital founded by George Heriot, 
goldfmijh to James VI. for the education 
of poor children belonging to the citi
zens of Edinburgh, is fituated fouth-w^gii 
of the caftlc. It was planned by Inigo Jones, 
who went to Scotland as architect to Queen 
Anne, wife of James VI. and is the fineft 
fpccimen which he has left us of his Go
thic manner. 

JScfides the Univerfity of Edinburgh, 
there arc in Scotland three others, which 
arc thofe of St. Andrew's, Aberdeen, an4 
Gi*%ow. Evm befpre the time of Charle-
juagnc, the Scots began to be fignalized by 

G 2 their 
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their literary purfuits 5 and c£ their fuc-
cefsful progrefs we meet with ample docû -̂
inents in the writings of Adamnarus, and 
other authors, who were nearly contempo
rary with the period of the Norman Inva*-
iion. Barbour, a Scottish poet, is,cele
brated even prior to the time of JSfiaucer ; 
and the Latin ftyle of Buchanan's hiftory is 
hitherto regarded as one of the moft claflical 
of modern produftions. Indeed, claffical 
learning feepis to have been more cultivated 
even at the court of Scotland than at any 
other in Europe; as appears from the letters 
of the Scottish kings to the neighbouring 
piinces, which are incomparably t,Ke moft 
elegant compofitions of the times iiv which 
tjwy-were written. 

The difcovery of the logarithms, fo ufe-
ful in the fcience of navigation, will ever 
render the name of Napier of Merchef-
tone one of the moft confpicuous in the 
cataloo;ue of memorable inventors. In ma
thematical fciences, Keil, Gregory, Mac-
laurin, Simfon, and Stuart, are particularly 
eminent; while in philofophy, hiftory, and 
the belles-lettres, feveral natives of Scotland 

have 



Lfet. IX.] SCOT£AKri< % 

have ftione likewife with diftinguifhcd 
lirflre. 

So numerous ate the Roman and other 
antiquities found in Scotland, that a mi
nute account of them might . extend to 
ma'hj* ^olumes. The moft remai'kable for 
extent it, the Roman Wall, called by 
the people of the country Graham's Dyke, 
but by others named theWall of Antoninus, 
under whofe direftion it was completed, 
though firft marked out by Agricola. It 
ftretched the whole way from the Clyde to 
the Forth, croffing the country in the nar-
roweft part. The courfe of it is ftill dif-
cernibl*, but the ftrufture has long fince 
vaniflTBsd, with the neceffity of its conti
nuance. 

Near the weftern extremity of this wall, 
at Duntocken, fome labourers, in digging a 
trench on the declivity of a hill, upon 
which afe feen the remains of a Roman 
fort, turned up feveral uncommon tiles, 
which led to the difcovery of a fubter-
raneous building. The tiles are of various 
.£zes, the fmalleft being {even, and the 
largeft twenty-one inches fquare. Xhey 
are from two to three inches m tbkkuefs, 

of 
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of a rcddifti c6lotir, and in good preferva-
tion. The fmaller tiles compofed fcveral 
tows of pillars, which form a labyrinth 
of paffages aboyt eighteen inches fquare ; 
and the larg-er tiles beinsr laid over the 
whole, ftfrved as a roof to the ft*ff6lv.ire. 
The building is furrovinded by a wall of 
hewn flone. From the bones and teeth of 
animals, with a footv kind of earth found 
in the paflages, fome have conjeftured that 
this building ferved as a hot-bed for tke ufe 
of the neighbouring garrifon. 

One of the moft entire and beft preferved 
of any Roman antiquity in iVorth-Bntain, 
is fituated at Ardoch in Perthshire* It has 
five rows of ditches and fix rampart? on the 
louth fide ; and of the four gates which led 
into the area, three of them, viz. the prae-
toria, decumana, and dcxtra, are ftill very 
diftina. 

Upon the banks of the river Carron, in 
Stirlingshire, there flood .L Roman temple, 
or building, in the form of the Pantheon 
at Rome, but which has lately been demo-
lifhed by its Gothic proprietor^ fdi-'the pur-
pofe- of mending a mill-pond. 'Its height 
was twenty-two feet, and its externarciv-

cumference 
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cumference at the bafe eighty-eight feet; 
lb that upon the whole it was one of the 
moft complete Roman antiquities in the 
world. As it flood near the northcin boun
dary of the Roman empire in Britain, it is 
thought to have been built by Agricola, or 
fome oi'̂ 'his fuccefTors, as a temple to the 
g.od Terminus. Near it are fome artificial 
concealments of earth, bearing ftiU the 
name of Dunipace, or Dunipacts ; which 
feem to confirm that there wis a kind of 
folemn compromife between the Romans 
and the Caledonians, that the former fhould 
ftot attempt to extend their empire beyond 
thofe limits. 

By.infcriptlons fourid on ftones near the 
wall, we are made acquainted with- -Ske 
names of the legions that built it, and the 
particular departments of each. The re
mains of Roman highways are frequent in 
the fouthefn parts of Scotland. 

Near Auchterarder, in Perthfhire, there 
is a barrow, refembling the figure of a fhip, 
tvith the keel uppermoft. It appears to be 
of remote antiquity, and is the moft beau
tiful of the kind I, have ever feen. As it 
lies not many miles diflant from the fcene 

of 
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of Agricola*s operations, there may be room 
for conjfefturing that it vi'as erefted to the 
inemory of fome Britifh prince, who afted 
as auxiliary to t|;ie Romans. 

There are in Scotland fome buildings of 
a very e3{<raordinary conftruftion, antl fup-
pofed to be of Fiftifh origin, from their 
iHnding within the dominions of that peo
ple. One of thefe is at Brechin in Angus, 
and the other at Abernethy in Perthfhire. 
Both of them are columns, hollow in the 
infide. That of Brechin is the moft en-
tlfe. It is covered at the top with a fpiral 
roof of ftone, and has three of four win
dows above the cornice. It confifts*of fixty 
regular courfcs of hewn ftone, laid* circu-
iajrly, and regularly tapering towards the 
top. Upon it are fome fculptures;, denoting 
it to be of Chriftian origin ; but thefe, per
haps, are of a later date than the building. 

At a place called Abcrlemno, near Bre
chin, there are ftill to be {cen four or, five 
ancient obelilks, called the Danifh ftones of 
Aberlertino. They have been eredted to 
commemorate the viftories of the Scots 
over that people ; and are adorned with 

bas-
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bas-reliefs of men on horfeback, with raa-
ny emblematical figures and hieroglyphics. 

But there ftands near the town of Forras 
in Murray, a column, which furpafles al^ 
others in grandeur. It rifes about twenty-
thr^e feet in height above the ground, and 
is faid to* reach about twelve or fifteen feet 
below ; fo that the whole height is at leaft 
thirty-five feet, and its breadth near five. 
It is all one etitire flone. Many figures in 
relievo have been carved upon it, fome of 
which are flill vifible ; but the injury of 
the weather has much affedted thofe of the 
upper part. It is probable that this monu
ment v^a? erefted in commemoration of the 
final ftcpulfion of the Danes out of Murray, 
where they occupied their laft fett lem^t 
in Scotland, after the great defeat they 
had received from the celebrated Kins 
Malcolm. 

At Sandwick, in Rofs-fhirc, is likewife a 
noble ancient monument, furrounded at the 
bafe with large well-cut flag flones, formed 
like ftcps. Both fides of the column are 
enriched with a variety of fculpture ; among 
which is a fumptuous crofs, with a figure 

of 



of St. AR4E<5W- bn each h^nd, and the repre-
fenilati<»i of ifttey birds and animals. 

Tfee ruins of the cathedral of Elginftill, 
exhibit a jcmarkable grandeur in their ap
pearance. The weft door in particular is 
highly ornamented, and there is much ele-
ganceHn the fculpturc. 

Among the remains of ancient caftles de-
ferves to be ijientioned that of Keldrumray, 
in the north of Scotland. It was formerly 
a place of great ftrength and magnificence, 
and often rcfortcd to, as an afyium, by noble 
families, in times of civil wars. Inverugie 
Caftle, the ancient feat of the Earl Mar-
ihals of Scotland, fituated on a ftcep rock 
upon the bank of a river, is a large aitd lofty 
pi'ic. The front is terminated by two high 
towers, which, even in their decaying 
ftate, give the building an air of mucb 
grandeur and antiquit^. 

L E T T E R 
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L E T T E R X. 

I N E E D not inform you that tjie tranfi-
tioii from North to South Britain, is imper
ceptible to a traveller, xinlefs he croJTes the 
river Tweed, which feparates the two 
touatr iei only for fome miles towards the 
eaft. »Iu other parts they are contiguous 
along an extcnlive frontier ; and they feem 
not more happily adapted to foim ^ne 
united kingdom, by geographical fituation, 
than by the habits, commercial intercourfe, 
and intex'efts of each. 

If We e*ntered Scotland with emotions of 
triumph, on account of its civilization 
and ancient celebrity, we fliall find the 
fame reafon to conairatulate ourfelves on 
our arrival in England, where arts and 
arms have long been cultivated with pecu
liar fuccefs, and the glory of her military 

atchievements 
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atchievements is diminifhed only by th<? 
facility with which (he repeatedly fubmitted 
to the yoke of foreign powers. But let us 
^raw a veil over traiifa£tions the apparent 
incongruity of which was alleviated by the 
circumitaiices of the times. She has,''ft?ice 
the laf^of thefe conquefts, difplaycd fuch 
feats of valour, as will ever throw luftre on 
her annals. 

In refpe6l of the temperature of the air, 
perhaps no country in the world is, upon 
the whole, preferable to England. But it 
13 peculiarly expofed to fuddcn viciflitudes 
of the weather ; and thfe fucceffion of the 
different feafons is in moft years vety irre
gular. Its infular fituation fubje£ts it«to all 
tht variety of winds that agitate the face of 
the furrounding ocean ; while' to compen-
fate this difadvantage, not a current of air 
can blow from any point of the compafs, 
in which many of her ports are not open 
to the benefits of commerce. The nu
merous canals made within the fpace of 
half a centtry, have extended her internal 
navigation to an aftonifhing degree ; and fo 
great are the improvements in agriculture 
and manufaftures, that the profperity of 

her 
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hef traffic is unrivalled m every quarter of 
the globe. 

The Rivers in. England add greatly to its 
beauty as well as its opulence. The chief 
of thefe are the Thames,* the Med way, the 
Teqi t , the Oufe, and the Tyne. There 
are here but few lakes; though it is^cvideat 
from hjftory, and indeed, in fome places 
from the face of the country, that meres 
and fens have been frequent in England, 
till drained and converted into arable land. 
Though moft parts of the country are full 
of delightful riling grounds, yet it contains 
few mountains. The moft noted are the 
Peak in Derbyihire, the Endle in Lanca-
Ihire;, the Wolds in Yorkfliire, the Cheviot 
Hills on the borders of Scotland, the Chiltgm 
in Bucks, Malvern in Worcefterfhire, Elf-
wold in Gloucefterlhire, and the Wreken 
in Shropfliire ; to which may be added, 
thofe of Piinlimmon and Snowdon in Wales. 
In general, however, Wales and the nor
thern parts may be termed mountainous. 

In ancient times England coi^taiued large 
woods, if not forefts, of chefbut trees, 
which exceeded all other kinds of timber 
for the purpofe^ of building, as appears from 

many 
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many houies ftill ftanding» in whkh ^m • 
chefnut beams and roofs remain undecayed, 
though fome of them are above fix bundled 
ytm^ old. The firfl Norman Kings, partly 
lor political purpo'fes, and partly from the 
wantonncfs of power, converted imn^difc 
ttsi&B of ground into fortfts, for the betieht 
of hunting. The number of thefe amounted 
at one tini(j to no lefs than fixty-iiine ; but 
by degrees thi-'y have all been disforefled ex
cepting four, which are thole of Windfor, 
New Foreft, the Foreft of Dean, and Sher-
w®od Foreft. 

Amons; the minerals in this coi^ntry, tha 
tin mines in Cornwall delervedly take the 
lead. They were 'Itnown to the Greek^ and 
Ph^niciaus, the latter efpeeially, feme a*es 
before that of the Chriftian aera. 

IjOiwion, the capital of the Britifh Em
pire is of great antiquity. It appears to 
liave been founded between the reigns of 
Julius Csciir and Nero, but by whom is un
certain, it was firfV walled about with 
hewn ftonc§and JBfitifh bricks, by Conftan-
tine the Gceat j and the walls farmed aa 
oblong fquare,< in compais about thEee 
milc$, with {even principil gates. XirfJuckii 

is 
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is ntJw the emporhjrn of comffierce 5; and 
enjoys, by means of the river Thames, 011 
which it is fituated, all the benefits of navi
gation, without the danger of being fur-
prifed by foreign fleets. Of the extent o^ 
this^spity, Weftminfter included, an idea 
rtiay be formed from the number of edifices 
dcvojffed to the fervice of religion* Of 
fheie, befides St* Paul's Cathedral, and the 
collegiate Church of Weftminfter, there arc 
a hundred and two parifh churches, and 
about fevcnty chapels of the eftablifhed re
ligion, exclufive of a vafl: number of cha-
ptls appropriated to the ufe of foreign
ers, anjj independent meetings of various 
kinds. 

The Cathedral of St. Paul's is, beyond 
doubt, the moft capacious, magnificent, 
and regular proteftant church in the World. 
It is built, you know, upon the model of 
St. Peter's,*-at Rome, but greatly inferior 
in extent ; the whole length of this cathe
dral meafuring no more than the breadth of 
the latter. The length within the walk is 
five-huhdi'ed feet; and its height from the 
marfjle pavement to the crofs, on the top 
pf the cupola, is three-hundred arid forty. 

The 
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The expcBce of re-building it, after 
the fire of London, was defrayed by a 
duty on coals, and is computed at a 
million fterlinsr. Monuments to eminent 
'perfons are now begun to be erc6led in this 
Cathedral; and it has likewife been^re-
ccntly decorated with the trophies of naval 
vidories, obtained over ojur different ene
mies, in the laft three memorable engage
ments. 

Weftminfter-Abbey, or the collegiate 
ehurch of Weftminfter, is a venerable pile 
of building, in the Gothic tafte. It was 
originally ereded by Edward the Confeflbr. 
King Edward HI. rebuilt it from the 
siround ; and to the eaft end of it was added 
by. Henry VII. a fine chapel, in which is the 
burying-place of the Ro^al-Family. The 
walls of this abbey are now almoft entirely 
occupied with the accumulated monuments 
of perfons either high in rank, or cele
brated for extraordinary anions in arts or 
arms. 

Weftminfter-hall, though it difplays no 
grandeur of appearance without, is a noble 
Gothic building*, two hundred and twenty 
feet long, ajid fcvcnty broad. It is fuppofcd 

to 



LET. X.] feNG^AND» 97 

to be the largeft room in the world, the 
roof of which is not fupported by pillars. 

The ftately column, called the monu
ment of London, eredled at the charge of 
the city, to perpetuate the'memory of the 
grcPî ^firc in 1666, is worthy of attention. 
It is of the Doric order, two hundred and 
two feet in height, with a ftairoafe in the 
middle to afcend to the balcony; whertcfc 
there are other fteps leading thirty feet 
higher, to the fummit, which terminatds in 
the form of an urn, with a flame ifluing 
from it. On the bafc of the monument next 
the ftreet, tjie deftruftion of the city, and the 
relief giYcn to the fufFerers by Charles II . 
and hi% brother, are emblematically repre-
fentfed in bas-relief. 

When fuch monuments are erefted for 
the purpofe of mere commemoration, what 
may not be expected from thofe which are 
deftined to public utility ? Of this kind are 
the three noble bridges over the Thames ; 
thofe of London, Weftminfter, and Black-
friars. The firft was built about the middle 
of the twelfth century in the reign of Henry 
II. by a tax laid upon wool, which in 
courfe of time gave rife to an erroneous 

H idea 
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idea that it was founded upon wool-packs. 
It has nineteen arches, each about twenty 
feet wide, but the centre one is confiderably 
larger. 

Weftminflcr-larido-e is reckoned one of 
the moil elegant flruftures of the jjind. 
Jt ilands at a place where the river is twelve 
hundred and twent)--three fe^t broad, which 
is about three hundred feet more than at 
London-brids;c. On each lide is a fine balui-
trade of flone, with places of flicker from 
the rain. It confifts of thirteen large, and 
two fmall arches, all femicircular ; that in 
the centre being fevcnty-fix feet^wide, and 
the reft decrcafing four feet each from 
the other. This ftru6ture was begun in 
1.738, and completed in 1750, at the ex-
pence of three hundred and eighty-nine 
thoufand pounds, defrayed by the parlia-
mtnt. 

Black-friars-bridge, in point of workman-
(hip is not inferior to that of Weftminfter ; 
hut the licuation of the j^round on the two 
Ihores, obliged the archited to employ ellip-
tiL-al arches. This bridge was begun in 
1760, and tiniflicd in ten years, at the ex-
pcyice of about a hundred and fifty-three 

thoufand 
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thoufand pounds, to be difcharged by a toll 
upon th6 paflengers, which is now taken 
off. 

Eaflward of the monument, at the dif-
tance ofalmoft half a mile, uands theTower 
of L"^idon, which was anciently a royal 
palace, and has been for many ages the for.̂  
trefs of the city. It is fuppofed to have 
been originally built by William the Con
queror, about the year 1076, when it con* 
fifted only of that part called the White 
Tower, which was new built in 1637, ^""^ 
1638. A o;rcat number of other buildings 
hcwe been.iincc added. Here are now a 
church, the offices of ordnance and of the 
mint ;,thofe of the keepers of the records ; 
of the jewel office, the Spanilh armoury, 
the horfe-armoury, and the new or fmall 
armoury ; with barracks for the fokliers of 
the garrifon, and handfome houfes for fe-
veral officers who refide here. In 1098, 
King William Rufus furrounded the Tower 
with walls, and a deep ditch, infome places 
a hundred and twenty feet wide ; but on 
the weft fide it is narrow. In this quarter 
is the principal entrance, by two gates, one 
within the other ; both large enough to ad-

H 2 mit 
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mit coaches, and parted by a bridge, built 
over the ditch. In a part of the Tower, 
fcveral lions, and other foreign animals arc 
conftantly kept for the gratification of the 
curious, at the expence of the crown. 

Tovve|-hill has been lately embey<-fhed 
with an elegant building, called the Tri-
nity-Houfe, for the accommodation of the 
Trinity-ccrmpanyat their meetings: a Com
pany which, confidcred both in a commer
cial and nautical point of view, is of great 
utility to the public. 

Among the late decorations of the capital 
is a noble pile of buildings, er&6led at the 
public expence, in the Strand, wjiere for
merly flood Somerfet-houfe. This^magni-
ficent edifice is appropriated to public of
fices, and affords likewife elegant apart
ments for the ufe of the Royal Society, the 
Royal Academy of Painting and Sculpture, 
and the Society of Antiquariesf 

I (hould exhauft your patience were I to 
defcribe to you all that is remarkable in 
this celebrated capital, pertaining either to 
the purpofes of government, thofe of great 
commercial companies, or of private indi
viduals ; and (hall therefore mention only 

one 
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one more ftrufture, but fuch a one 
as unites fcientific improvement with na
tional orandeur; I mean the Britifh Mu-
feum, depofited in a noble edifice, which 
had been built by the Duke of Montague 
for ms town refidence. Sir Hans Sloane, 
who died in 1753, may not improperly be 
called the founder of this vaft treafure of 
curiofities, which, with his valuable library, 
he left to the public, on condition that the 
parliament would pay to his executors twen
ty thoufand pounds, abovU a third part only 
of the fum which the v.'hole had coft him. 
T o this colleftion were added the Cottonian 
Library f the Harleian Manufcripts, coUedt-
ed by the Oxford family, and purchafed. 
likewife by the Parliament, and a colledion 
of books, the property formerly of Dr. 
Mead. His late majefly was gracioufly 
picafed to enrich the rcpofitory further, by 
a donation of the royal libraries of books 
and manufcripts coUeftcd by the feveral 
kings of England. The catalogue of the 
whole of this vaft colledion occupies a 
number of large volumes. 

In the royal library juft now mentioned, 
is the moil ancient manufcript of the Old 

and 
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and New Teftament that is extant. It is 
written in, Greek, on parchment, and cal
led the Alexandrine manufcript, from the 
place where it jvas found. This valuable 
piece of antiquity was fent in the year 1628 
to King Charles I. a prefent from C^^Kllus 
Lucaris, then patriarch of Conftantinople. 
An account of it is written in Latin, at the 
beginning of the firfl: volume by the donor, 
importing that it was the work of Thecla, 
an Egyptian lady of quality, who lived 
about the time of the council of Nice. It 
is probable that this manufcript was written 
before the year 396 ; for, except the Eva'n-
gelifls, none of the books of this N-ew Tef
tament arc divided into chapters, that cvif-
tom not having been introduced till t|ie 
above period. We may therefore conclude, 
thefe manufcripts to be upwards of fourteen 
hundred years old. The gofpel according 
to Matthew is cnoftly wanting. A beauti
ful fac-fimile of this celebrated manufcript 
was publifhed a few years ago. 

I had the curiofity to examine fomc of 
the poetical manufcripts in the Mufeum, 
among which I found a fliort Latin poem, 
written by John Seward, in the time of 

Henry 
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Henry V. who conquered Charles VJ . of 
Fiance ; with which, and a tr^adation of 
of it, I {hall clofe my prefent letter. 

he per extremam Tanain, Jii^ofque Trtones, 
lUher arentem Lybiam, jujierate calores 
So/Js, y arcanos Nili dejirenditefantes, 
Herculeumqtte Jinum, Bacchi tranjcunite met as; 
Angli juris erit quicquidcomJi!c8itur orbis. 
Anglis rubra dabunt fira:tiofas aquora conchas, 
Indus ebur, ramos Panchaia, vellera Seres, 
Dum vigei llenricus, dum nojier vivit Achilles. 
Eft ctcnim laudes long e tranfgrejfus avitas, 

G'̂ , where the ftreams ofutmoft Tanais roll. 
Where endlefs winter reigns around the pole ; 
Go, where the fands of fcorched Lybiaglow, 
AncMiidden fources of the Nilus flow : 
In glorious conqueft, prefs beyond the bounds 
Where Fame the deeds of ancient heroes founds: 
To England's empire fliall the nation's bend,-" 
Far as the hmits of the world extend. 
To her the^ fea, on Egypt's eaftcrn (hores. 
Shall pay the tribute of its pearly ilores, 
Arabia fpiccs, India ivory, yield, 
And Cathay, golden fleeces from each field , 
While Henry lives, while our Achilles' name 
Shines forth tranfcendent in the lift, of fame. 

LETTER 
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L E T T E R XI. 

I . T is probable that civilization was in
troduced into England by the Romans ; 
and there is no doubt but the Latin Lan
guage was cultivated in this country while 
it continued to be a province of that em
pire. The night of darknefs, which fuc-
ceeded the extinftion of the Roman power, 
involved England with the other nations 
in the general wreck of learning ; but this 
country was among the firft to difpel the ob-

' ffcurity ; and fo early as the ninth century, 
an attempt towards the reftoration of fci-
ence, amidft all the obftruftions arifing from 
barbarifm, was made by the great King Al
fred. He it was who firft inftituted the fe-
minary which has fmce encrcafed to the 
famous Univerfity of Oxford ; and Cam
bridge, in a fubfequent period, claims like-

wife 
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wife the diftinguifhed honours of literary 
renown. I forbear giving any account 
of thefe Univerfities, as the fubjedl would 
prove too copious for my prefent defign ^ 
and {hall proceed to take a fuccinft view of 
the*^ntiquities found in Englawd. Thefe 
are of different periods, correfponding to. 
thofe of the particular people, who, for the 
time, were mafters of the country ; and 
may be divided into Britilh, Roman, Sax
on, Danifh, and Normanic. 

The chief British antiquities, like thofe 
of moft other nations, arc fuch as have a 
connedticni with the religious inftitutionsof 
the early inhabitants of the country. They 
confift of circles of ftones, which were pro
bably places of worlhip in the times of the 
Druids. The moft celebrated of thofe is 
that called Stonehenge, which is fituated 
on Salilbury Plain, fix miles north of the 
city of that name, in Wiltftiire. It is a 
pile of huge ftones, concerning the origin, 
ufe, and ftru6ture of which, antiquaries are 
much divided in opinion. The name Stone
henge is purely Saxon, and fignifies hang-
ing-Jionesy or a Jione gallows. It probably 
alludes to the diipofition of fcveral of the 

ftones 
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ftones of which this extraordinary fabric 
confifts. Some, however, cftnjedure the 
name to be Stonhengeji^ and fuppofe the 
Hones to be a monument ere6led by Ambro-
fius, a Britifli King, in memory of the Bri
tons {lain,at or near this place, by Hefhgift 
the Saxon. But Dr . Stukely, who has 
writ ten a learned treatife on this piece of an
tiquity, endeavours to fhew that the original 
name of Stone-henge was ylmbres, whence 
he fuppofes the ancient town of Ambref-
bury to have been denominated. T h e an
cient Britons called it Choir-gaur, which 
D r . Stukely is of opinion fignifies the great 
church, or cathedral. T h e Chair-gaur 
ot the ancient Britons was bv the monks 
l/atiai'/-cd Chorea Gigantum, or the Gianfs 
Dance, a name luited to the fuperftitious 
notions they entertained of its l l rudure . 

Stone-henge confifts of the remains of 
two circular and two oval ranges of rough 
ftoncs, having one common centre. T h e 
outer circle is a hundred and ei2;ht feet in 
diameter, and when entire, confifted of 
thirty upright ftones, feventeen of which are 
yet {landing, and feven more lying upon 
the ground, either whole or m pieces. T h e 

upright 
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upright ftones are from eighteen to twenty 
feet hif>-h, fi om fix to feven feet broad, and 
about three feet thick. Being placed at the 
diflaace of about three feet and a half from 
one another, they are connefted at top by 
im'pofts, or floncs laid acrofs, w^th tenons 
fitted to mortifcb in the uprights. Of the 
impofts, or ciof^-llones, fiv are yet ftand-
ing, each of whith is {excn feet long, and 
about three feet and a half thick. The up-
risht ftoncb have been wrought a little with 
a chiflel, and arc fomething tapered to
wards the top, but -the imports are quite 
^lain. All the uprights are fixed in a kind 
of fockcts, dug in a chalky foil, with fmall 
flin&B rammed between the fl:one and the 
fockct. 

The inner circle, which never had any 
imports, is a little more than eight feet 
from the infide of the outward one, and 
confifted originally of forty ftones, the ge
neral proportions of which are half the di-
menfions of the above-mentioned uprights 
every way. Of the forty flones which ori
ginally compofed this circle, about nine
teen remain, and Q( thefe only eleven are 
ftanding. The fpace between the two cir

cles 
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cles is three hundred feet in circumference, 
and from this fpot the ftru6ture has an aw
ful efFeft on the beholders. 

At the diftancf of about nine feet from 
the inner circle, is the outer oval range, 
which is fi.ippofed to be the principal ^art 
of the work, and by moft writers is 
called the Cell, or the Adytum. The ftones 
that compofe it are ftupendous, fome of 
them meafuifing thirty feet in height. This 
range confifts of five compages, or triji-
thons, as they are fometlmes called, being 
formed of two uprights, Muth an Impoft at 
top, like the outer circle ; and of thefe corn-
pages three arc entire, but two fomewhat 
decayed. The inner oval is compofed of 
twenty flones, each about fix feet high ; 
and near the eaftern extremity of this oval, 
is a ftone of eoarfe blue marble, about fix-
teen feet long, and four broad, which lies 
flat upon the ground, is fomewhat prefled 
into it, and fuppofcd to have been an altar. 

This work is enclofed by a deep trench, 
near thirty feet broad, and upwards of a 
hundred feet from the outer circle. Over 
this trench are three entrances, the moft: 
(^onfidcrable of which faces the north-eaft. 

At 
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At each entrance, on the outfide of, the 
trench, there feems to have been two huge 
ftones fet up in the manner of a gate ; and 
parallel to thefe, on the infide, two other 
Hones, of a fmaller fize. The whole nuiif-
ber.pf ftones originally compofing this ftruc-
ture, is computed to be exadly a hundred 
and forty. 

The rude magnitude of Stone-henge has 
rendered it the admiration of all ages ; and 
the ufe and origin of this wofk has been 
the fubjedt of various conjeftures. The 
opinion moft generally received however is, 
that it was a temple of the Druids, built, as 
Dr. Stukeley thinks, before the Belgae came 
into Britain, and not long after Cambyfes 
invaded Egypt, where that Prince commit
ted fuch horrid outrages among the priefls 
and inhabitants in general, that they dif-
perfed themfelves into all quarters of the 
world, wkenfome of them, it is imagined, 
arrived in Britain. 

The heads, of oxen, deer, and various 
animals, with wood-afties, and other appa
rent relics of facrifices, have been dug up 
in and about thefc ruins. Around them is 
alfo a great number of barrows, or monu

mental 
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mental heaps of earth thrown up in the 
form of a bell, and each enclofed with a 
trenchj from a hundred and five, to a hun
dred and feventy feet in diameter. The 
Uarrows extend tb a confiderable diftance, 
but are all fo placed, as to be ^cn 
from the luppofed temple. In fuch bar
rows as have been opened, Ikeletons, or 
the remains of burnt bones have been 
found. Ill one of them was an uin, con
taining aihe§, fome bones, and other fub-
ilancec, which, the funeral pile had not con-
lumed. 

Upon the xvliole, the inoO: probable cons 
jedure is, that Stoue-hcngc has been a 
temple in tome remote period ; and anti
quaries muft ever regret, that a table of 
tin, with ua iiifcriptioii, which was difco-
covcrcd here in the rci^n of Henry VIII. 
and niighl: probably have confirmed ibis 
opinion, Ihould not be preferved. But as 
the cliaraders were not underftood by fuch 
as were confulted upon tiic occafion, the 
plate was delhoyed, or at Icaft thrown by 
and lolt. 

Monuments of the fame kind are to be 
met with in many parts of England, as 

well 
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well as in Scotland and the Ifles ; parti
cularly in Anglefey, which appears to have 
been the laft afylum of Druidical fupeifti-
tion in the weft. 

Of the Roman antiquities in England, 
the moft confpicuous are the veftiges of 
roads, many of which ferve as foundations 
to our prefent highways. • The remains of 
Roman camps are difcernible in various 
parts of the country. There is one in par
ticular, very little defaced, near Dorchef-
ter, where likewife is a Roman amphithe
atre ; but the moft amazing monument 
06the Roqrian power in England, is the 
Wallof ^Severus, commonly called thePift's 
Wall.^ It begins at Tinmouth, on the eaf-
tern coaft, and running: weftward throug-h 
Northumberland and Cumberland, termi
nates in the Soleway Frith, a courfe of about 
eighty miles in length. At firft, this pra:-
tenture confifted only offtakes and tuif, 
with a ditch ; but Severus built it with 
ftone forts, and turrets at proper diftances ; 
fo that intelligence could be fpeedily com
municated along the whole of its extent. 
It was attended from one end to the othtr 
by a deep ditch, or vallum, on the north 

fide, 
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fide, and oa the fouth, a military highway. 
In foine places, the wall, the vallum, and 
the road, are plainly difccrnible ; and the 
la^tter has been employed as a founda-
fion for a modefrn work of the fame kind. 
Other Roman antiquities in England con-
fift chiefly of altars, urns, and monumental 
infcriptions ; and many private cabinets, 
as well as public repofitories, contain a vaft 
number of Roman arms, coins, fibulae, 
and a variety of domcftic utenfils. 

The Saxon antiquities in this country are 
moluy thofe of ecclefiaftical edifices, and 
places of ftrength. At Winchefter is 
fhewn the celebrated Round Table of King 
Arthur, with the names of bis knights. The 
antiquity of this relic is difputed by feveral 
writers, but if not of Britifh, it is vindoubt-
edly of Saxon origin. The cathedral of 
Winchefter was ufed as the burying-place 
of feveral Saxon kings. Many monuments 
of Saxon antiquity prefent themfelves all 
over the kingdom, though they are often 
not to be diftinguifhed from thofe of Nor
man ere6tion ; and numerous Saxon char
ters, figned by the king and bis nobles, 

with 
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with a plain crrofst inflead of their names, 
are to be met with in different parts. 

The Danifh eredlions, which arc alfo 
numerous, are hardly difcernible from the 
Saxon. The form of their*camps is circu' 
lar, and they are generally built upon emi
nences, but their forts are fquare. 

All England abounds with monuments 
built under the reign of princes of Norman 
extra<9:ion, 

Wales, the refuge of the ancient Britons, 
likewife difplays many antiquities. Seve
ral of its caftles are ftupendoufly large ; and 
in fome, the remains of Roman archite6lurc 
are plainly difcernible. Some appear to be 
partly Britifli and partly Roman. Among 
other artificial curiofities, is Kina: OfFa's 
Dyke, .which is faid to have been a boun
dary between the Saxons and the Welch, 
or Britons. Charphilly Caftle in Glamor-
ganfliire, is accounted the largeft in Great 
Britain, next to Windfor; and the re
mains of it fhew that it has been likewife a 
beautiful fabric. One half of a round tower 
has fallen quite down, but the other over
hangs its balls more than nine feet, and U 

I deemed 
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deemed as great a curiofity as the leaning 
tower of Pifa in Italy. 

Among the natural curiofities in Wales, 
I (hall only mention the high mountain of 
Penmanmawr, in Carnarvonlhire. Acrofs 
the edge of it the public road is fo remark-
ably fituated, that it occafions nb fmall ter
ror to many travellers. On one hand, the 
iropending rock fcems ready every minute 
to cjufli them to pieces ; while the vaft 
precipice below, which hangs over the 
lea^is fo hideous, and till very lately, when 
a wall was raifed on the fide of the road, 
full of danger, that one falfe •'liep would 
have been produftive of fatal confpquence. 

I have relerved for the conclufior of my 
letter an account of one of the greateft an
tiquities in the world, and which now lies 
depofitcd in the Univerfity of Oxford ; I 
mean tlie Parian Chronicle, other wife 
called the Arundelian marbles! 

The Paiian Chronicle, engraved on a 
marble tablet of confiderable extent, is fup-
pofed to have been written 264 years be
fore the Chriftian aera. In its perfed ftate, 
it co;itained a chronological detail of the 

principal 
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principal cVehts of Greece, during a period 
of 1318 years, beginning with Cecrops, be
fore Chriflr 1582 years, and ending with 
the afchorifliip of -Diogn^tus. But the, 
chronicle of tb€ laft ninety years is loft; 
fo that the part now remaining ends at the 
archonfhip of Diotimus, 354 years before 
the birth of Chrift; and in this fragment 
the infcription is at prefent fo much cor
roded and effaced, that the fcnfe can only 
be difcovered by very learned and induftri-
ous antiquaries, or, perhaps more properly 
fpeaking, fupplied by their corijeftures. 
The date ©f the Chronicle coincides with 
the twenty-firft year of the reign of Pto
lemy Philadeiphus in Egypt, the fplendid 
age of the Poetarum Pleias, and the reign 
in which chronologers ufually place the 
Seventy Interpreters. 

This Chronicle, and many other relics of 
antiquity, were purchafed in Afia Minor, 
in Greece, or in the iflands of the Archie 
pelago, by Mr. William Petty, who in the 
year 1624 was fent by the Earl of Arundel, 
for the purpofe of making fuch coUeftions 
for him in the Eaft. They were brought 
into England about the beginning of the 

I 2 year 



year 1627, and placed in tjie gardens be
longing to Arundel-houfe in London. Soon 
after their arrival they excited a general 
cufiofity, and "^ere viewed by many inqui-
fitivn and learned men; among others, by 
Sir Robert Cotton, who went immediately 
to Selden, and entreated him to exert his 
abilities in explaining the Greek infcrip-
tions. Selden readily complied with his 
requeft; but defired the affiftance of their 
common friends, Patrick Young, or, as he 
ftyjed hirafelf in Latin, Patricius Junius, 
and Richard James. 

The next morning, thefc gentlemen met 
in Arundel-gardens, and coinmej;^ted their 
operations, by cleaning and examining the 
marble, containing the league, which the 
cities of Smyrna and Magnelia entered 
into, ill favour of SeleuCus Callinicus, king 
of Syria. Afterwards, they proceeded to 
the Parian Chronicle, and other infcrip-
tions. 

The following year Selden publiflied a 
fmall volume in quarto, including twenty-
nine Greek, and ten Latin Lnfcriptions, 
copied from the marbles; with a tranfla-
tion, and a commentary. 

In 
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In the turbulent reign of Charles I. and 
the fubfequent ufurpation, Arundcl-houie 
was often deferted by the illuftrious owners ; 
and in their abfence, fome of the marbles, 
which were depofited in the gardens, were 
defaced or broken; and others eitker ftolen, 
or ufed for the ordinary purpofes of archi-
tedure. The upper part of the chronolo
gical marble, containing almoft half of the 
infcription, is faid to have been worked up 
in repairing a chimney in Arundel-houfe : 
but a copy of it has been luckily pr^ferved 
by Seldeu. In the year 1667, the Hon. 
Henry Howard, grandfon of the firft col-
ledlor, on the application of John Evelyn; 
Efq.'^refented thefe cuiious remains of an
tiquity to the Univerfity of Oxford. 

L E T T E R 
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L E T T E R XII. 

G CROSSING from England the Iri/h 
fea, we foon reach the fhores of that coun
try, which it has become ufual with many 
to denominate the Sifter Kingdom. The 
climate of Ireland differs little from that of 
England, excepting that it is mOre moiflr, 
and more frequently produftive of rain. 
The foil in general is rocky, but in*itiany 
parts extremely fertile; and requires only 
a greater attention to agriculture, to im
prove its natural advantages. The bogs of 
Ireland, however, are very extcnfive ; that 
of Allen extends no lefs than eighty miles, 
and is computed to contain three hundred 
thoufand acres. There are others alfo 
which occupy large tra£ls; and bogs of 
fmaller extent are fcattered over the whole 
kingdom : but it has been obferved, that 
there arc in general not more than arc 

wanted 
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wanted for peats and turfs, the common 
fuel of the country, where wood and coal 
are fcarce. 

Many theories have been invented to 
account for thefe phenomena in the natu
ral hiftory of this country. It is^bfervable 
that in thefe bogs, various roots of trees, 
fome of them of a great fize, are generally 
found, and ufually at the bottom; the 
common kinds being oak, fir, and yew. 
The roots of thefe trees are faft in the 
earth. Some of the trees feem to be broken 
off, others have the appearance of being 
Cut', hut more of them bear the marks of 
fire. Under fome bogs, of confiderable 
depA, are yet to be i'ceii the furrows of 
land once ploughed. The black bog is a 
foiid weighty mafs, which cuts almoft like 
butter, and upon examination, appears to 
refemhle rotten wood. Under the red bogs 
is always a ftratum, not quite £0 folid as 
the former fpecies, but makes as good fuel. 
Both kinds of bo£ are covered with a 
fpongy vegetable mofs, which is thicker 
on the furface of the black. The fponta* 
neous growth is moft commonly heath, 
with fome bog-myrtle, ruflies, aad a little 

fedgy 
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fedgy grafs. The depth of the bogs is va* 
rious, many of them having been fathomed 
to that of f.fty feet, and fome are faid to 
Iv; yet deeper. , They differ extremely 
from the bogs in England in the inequality 
of the fnfface; the Irifli being rarely le
vel, liut rifing into hills. 

Ireland rears vaft numbers of black cat
tle andfheep; and the prodigious quantities 
of butter and fait provifions, exported to 
all parts of the world, afford the ftrongeft 
l^roof of the natural fertility of the Irifli 
loil. In fome of the northern parts of the 
kingdom, hemp and flax are greatly culti
vated ; from the latter of w^hich ths 
country has, for many years, been f̂ ftnous 
for the linen manufadure. 

A notion has been induftrioufly propa
gated, that Ireland is entirely exempted 
from noxious animals; but this opinion 
feems not to be founded upon any juft ob-
fcrvation of her natural hiftory, which, fo 
far as my enquiries have reached, is fimilar 
to that of the neisrhbouring countries. 

Dublin, the capital of Ireland, ftands 
about feven miles from the fea, at the bot
tom of a fpacious bay, to which it gives 

name 
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name, upon the river LifFey, which divides 
it almoft into two equal parts. In point 
of magnitude, and the number of inha
bitants, it n^ay be regarded as the fecciad 
city in his Majefty's dominions. The en-
creafe of it within the lafl thirT:y years is 
incredible. Over the LifFey are two hand-
fome bridges, lately built, of ftone, in im
itation of that of Weftmifter; beiides 
three others of an inferior kind. There 
has likewife been erefted a new exchange, 
which is an elegant {lru<9:ure of white 
ilone, richly embellifhed with pilafters of 
flie Corinthian order, a cupola and other 
ornaments. 

The parliament houfe, which was com
pleted about fixty years ago, at the expence 
of forty-thoufand pounds, is a fuperb 
ilru£lure, of the Ionic order. The portico^ 
in particular, is much admired; and the 
manner in which the building is lighted, 
difcovers great ingenuity in architefture. 
But one of the moft laudable and public 
fpirited undertakings that diftinguifti the 
prefent age, is the building a ftone wall, 
about the breadth of a moderate ftreet, of 
a proportionable height, and three miles in 

length 
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length, to confine the channel of the bay, 
and to flicker vefTels in ftormy weather. 

In fpeaking of the public buildings of 
this kingdom, one's attention is excited by 
the numerous barracks where the foldiers 
are lodged. This meafure has, by fome, 
been confidered as unfavorable to liberty ; 
but it contributes equally to the eafe and 
conveniency of the inhabitants, which are 
circumftances eflentially connected with 
the enjoyment of public freedom. It muft 
likewife be admitted that the refradory 
difpofition of the lower claffcs of the Irifh 
in many parts, renders expedient fuch 
means as are calculated for the fpeedy lup-
preffion of any tumults which may fcrife. 
The great fource of political calamity in 
Ireland is the ignorance of the people, the 
bulk of whom are under the influence of 
Romifh pricfts, who inftil into their minds 
the moft pernicious prejudices, both civil 
and religious. But it is to be hoped that 
this evil will abate with the growing prof-
perity of the country. 

In the interior parts of the kingdom, fome 
of the old uncouth cuftoms flill prevail, par
ticularly their funeral bowlings; but the 

fame. 
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fame remains of tarbarifm may be traced 
in fome countries on the Continent. Their 
diforderly meetings on Sunday afternoon, 
with dancing to the bag-pipe, and t^e 
brawlings in which they commonly ter
minate, are ofFenfive to everji ftranger. 
My firft vifit to DubHn happened on a 
Sunday evening ; and though I had, from 
previous information, in fome degree an
ticipated the fcene, I really was ftruck with 
equal aftonifliment and difguft. The ex
tremely tattered, or naked condition of the 
lower people, the barbarous fiercenefs of 
their ma*uier, the jargon^ the oaths which 
they uttered, the favage tone of their ex
clamations, and the general inebriety which 
feemcd to prevail, afforded altogether fuch 
a pifture of wretchednefs and profligacy as 
I had never before feen realized in any 
country. The celebrated Dean of St. Pa
trick's has, you know, been charged with 
mifanthropy : whether juftly or not 1 leave 
to others to determine; but it muft be 
owned, that thefe odious examples of hu
man nature in a ftate of barbarifm, of 
which he was daily an eye witnefs, aiFord-
a ftrong apology for prejudices the mpft 

\]nfavorable 
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unfavorable to the fpecies. But let me at 
the fame time obferve, that to counter
balance fuch prejudices, he enjoyed the 
friendlhip of mon who were ornaments of 
the age in which they lived. He might 
tranfport hmifelf in imaginition to Twick
enham, or Batterfea, and partake with 
Pope and Bolingbroke a flow of fentiments 
cons^enJal with his own. 

In various parts of Ireland we meet with 
cavt-riis, romantic profpe6ls, cataradls, and 
other plead ng and uncommon natural ob-
jefts. Of art ficial rarities, the chief are 
the round Pharos, or ftone towers, bn diT-
ferent parts of the coafts. They are fup-
pofed to have been erected by the Danes 
and Norn cgians in tlieir piratical incurfions, 
to Icrve them as Hght-houfes or beacons. 

The greatcft natural curioiity in Ireland 
is the Giant's Caufcway, in the county of 
Ani*rim. about eight miles from Colerain. 
It is compofed of pillai S all of angular fhapes, 
from three (ides to eight. Each pillar con-
fifls of feveral joints or ftones, lying one 
upon another, from fix inches to about one 
foot in thicknefs. The pillars are from 
OKC to two feet in diameter, and generally 

confift 
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confift «f about forty joints. From the 
CHfF where it begins, it extends upwards 
of four hundred feet, till it is lofl. in the 
Sea-

The Cliffs themfelvcs e'xhiblt likcwife an 
extraordinary appearance. Fro;n the bot
tom, which is of black ftone, to the height 
of about iixty feet, they arc divided at equal 
diftances by ftripes of a reddifli ftone, about 
four inches in thicknefs, refembling a ce
ment. Over this lies another flratum of the 
fan^e black ftone, with aftratum of the red 
five inches thick. Then follow s a ftratum 
ef the jed ftone twenty feet deep, over 
which is a ftratum of upright pillars. Above 
thiswlics another ftratum of black ftones 
twenty feet high ; above this again another 
ftratum of upright pillars, riling in Ibme 
places to the tops of the Cliffs, in others 
not fo high ; and in others again' above it, 
where the*y are called the C'\imnies. The 
face of thefe Cliffs extends about three 
Englifti miles. 

A difference of opinion has prevailed 
with refpeft to th'ia extraordinary pheno
menon, fome imagining it to be really the 
work of human art, and others conjefturing 

with 
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with greater probability, that it is tlie cfFc6t 
of natural operation. When we confidef 
every circumftancc relative to this produc* 
tion, fuch as its total inaptitude to any ufe* 
ful purpofe, and the analogy which it bears 
to other o-bjefts of a firftilar kind, which 
have never been regarded as fadlitious, we 
cannot hefitate a moment to join in opinioil 
with thofe who afcribe it entirely to natural 
caufcs ; and this feems to be fully con
firmed by the appearance of the Cliffs. 

It refleds honor on the memory of Queen 
Elizabeth, that Ihe founded a univerfity at 
Dublin, before which time the -advance
ment of learning in Ireland muft have been 
greatly obftru6ted. This feminary ccxfifts 
now of two Iquares, and is named Trinity-
College. Three fides of one of the fquares 
are of brick, and the fourth is a fuperb li
brary ; but being built of bad ftone, it is 
tinfortunatcly mouldering away. The in-
fide is commodious, and embelliftied with 
bufls of feveral ancient and modern wor
thies. The New Square, three fides of 
which have been built more than thirty-
years by parliamentary bounty, and thence 
called Parliament-Square, is of hewn ftone ; 

having 
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having the front of it towards the City of 
Dublin ornamented with pilafters, feftoons, 
and other architeiStural decorations. 

Learning feems to have been cultivated, 
in Ireland at an early period ; though w*e 
cannot admit the hyperbolical a{][ertion of 
One of her hiftorians, that the Irifli ap
pear to have been, from the moft remote 
antiquity, a polilhed people ; and th^t with 
propriety they may be called the *' Fathers 
of Letters." W e are even told, by the 
fame authority, that Egypt received arts 
and letters from Niulus the Phaenician, 
Miho is r<;prefented as the great anceftor of 
the Irifli nation. But this is repugnant 
botla«,to analogy and the moft credible 
hiftorical documents. Little doubt can be 
entertained that Ireland was firft peopled 
from Great-Britain. According to the 
moft general account, St. Patrick, the titu
lar Saint of Ireland, was a Scotfman ; and 
no literary monuments have yet been dif-
covered in Ireland previous to the intro-
du^ion oi the Chriftian religion by him in 
the fourth century. The evidence, there
fore, oi all tranfadlions preceding that 
period, refts entirely on the credit of Irifti 

bards. 
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bards, upon whofe authority, in matters 
of fad, it would be very abfurd to rely. 

In modern times, however, the Irilh 
have undoubtedly diftinguifhed themfclves 
ill the republic' of letters. Archbi(hop 
Uflier ftands high in the lift of literary 
fame. Dean Swift, who will ever be re
nowned in the walk of humour and fatire, 
was alfo a native of this country; to which 
are likewifc to be afcribed the refpeftable 
names of Farquhar, Sir Richard Steele, 
Bjfhop 'Berkley, Parnel, Sterne, and 
Goldfmith. 

L E T T E R 
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L E T T E R 'XI I I . 

. L C E T U R N I N G to the continent, 1 ftiali 
take my route by France, as the nearefl in 
fituation to England. But, Good God !— 
how much is it changed lincc flrft I vilited 
that country ! I then beheld it a great and 
United nation, warm in its attachment to 
the king, and'flourifhing in the bleffings 
of commerce. No rnore now a kingdom, 
it has torn up monarchy by tlie roots, and 
carried to fuch a lengtli its deteftation of 
the ancient government, as to raze even 
the minuteft memorial of regal power from 
the annals of the nation. Not content 
with the cxtin6tion of the crown, and 
even of the life of the fovereign, the peo
ple, in the frenzy of revolution, have pro
ceeded to the impietyj unparalleled ia mo
dern times, of attempting to abolifh the 
worfhip, and I know not whether I may 

K not 
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not add* to deny the exiftence of God him-
Iclf! Through what a deluge of blood 
have they waded, to eftablifh a fpecies of 
Vsinpojary govej-nmcnt, neither fuited to 
the extent of the Rate, nor to their own 
inherent* dilpofitions! But I am weary of 
the profpcft. I^et us turn our attention 
from the people, towards the country itfelf, 
which forms an extraordinary contraft. 

France, from its great extent, compre
hends a variety of climate^,; but though the 
air is more clear and fettled than in England, 
it is not, upon the whole, efpccially in the 
citcrior parts, more falubrious than that of 
our own countr). In the Ibuthcrn pro-
vincc., the iummcrs are fometimes iVumo-
dcrately hot, and in the northern, the 
A\ inters are more intenftly cold than with 
us; tlic inhabitants, at the fame time, 
being not fo well fupplied with firing, 
nhlchin France is chiefly of wood. The 
countiy, however, is happy in an excellent 
foil, and the animal and vegetable produc
tions are fotind iu great plenty. 

The country is watered by the Loire, 
the Rhone, the Garonne, the Seine, and 
other confidcrable rivei-s; the advantages 

of 
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of which, ill point of commerce, are won
derfully improved by the artificial rivers 
and canals, which form the chief glory of 
the rei<Tn of Lewis XIV. That of Lau-
guedoc was intended for a communication 
between the Ocean and the Mediterranean, 
for the fpeedier paflage of the French fleet, 
but thousrh carried on at an immcnfc ex-
pence,- for a hundred miles, aver hiils and 
vallies, and even through a mountain in one 
place, it has not anfwered that purpofc. 
By the canal of Calais, travellers eahly 
pafs thence by water to St. Omer, Grave-
line, Dunkirk, and other places. The ca
nal of Orleans is another noble work, and 
runs,*^ courfe of eighteen leagues, to the 
immenfe benefit of the adjacent parts, of 
the country. Befides thefe, there are other 
canals, which render the inland navigation 
of France extremely commodious. 

The reign of Francis I. was auiplcious 
to the literature of the country; and many 
learned men then diftinguiflied themfelves 
by their writings : among whom was tlie 
celebrated Rabelais. But Lewib XIV. may 
be confidered as the Auguftus of France. 
The prote6iion he gave to letters, and the 

K 2 penfions 
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pensions he beftowed on learned men, both 
at home and abroad, which did not how* 
ever amount to above twelve thoufand 
pounds per annum, have gained him more 
glory than all the military enterprizes, 
upon which he expended fo many millions. 
Then arofe among others, the famous tragic 
poets, Racine and Corneille; the former 
diftinguiflicd for Ikill in moving the paf-
hons, and the latter for peculiar elevation 
of fentiment and language. The facetious 
Moliere fhone eonfpicuous in comedy ; and 
in works of fatire and criticifm Boileavi dif-
played elaffical abilities. j^s a„ hiftorian 
De Thou is entitled to high praife. The 
writings of Pafcal place him amon^^- the 
mod eminent benefactors to religion ; and 
the works of the amiable Archbifhop of 
Cambray breathe alike the dictates of mo
rals and the genius of poetry. Montefquieu, 
as a political philofopher, may oe faid to be 
unequalled. I fay nothing of D'Argens, 
Voltaire, and others who have written mif-
cellaneous produ£tions. Their works are 
comparatively recent and generally knowiu 

It has been remarked that fculpture is 
in general better undcrftood in France thati 
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la moft countries of Europe. Their trea-
tifcs oil ihip-building, and engineering 
ftand" unrivalled in didaftic obfervation; 
but happily, in pra<5lice they are both out
done by our own country. 

Few countries, if we except Italy, dif-
play more valuable remains of antiquity 
than France. Some of the French anti
quities belong to the time of the Celts, and 
confequently, compared to them, thofe of 
Rome are modern. At Rheims, and in 
other parts, are to be feen triumphal arches; 
but the moft entire is at Orange, eredted 
on account of the vidory obtained over the 
Cimbri and Teutones, by Caius Marius and 
jLudatius Catulus. After Gaul was re
duced to a Roman province, the Romans 
induftrioufly adorned it with magnificent 
edifices, both civil and facred; fome of 
which are nxjre entire than any to be met 
with in Italy itfelf. The ruins of an am
phitheatre are to be found in Chalons, and 
likewife at Vienne. 

Nifmes however, exhibits the moft 
valuable remains of ancient arcbitecT 
ture of any place in France. The 
famous Pont du Garde was raifed in the 

K 3 Aguftau 
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Auguflan age by the Roman colony of 

Nifmes, to convey a flrcam of water be

tween the two mountains, for the ufe of 

that city, and is at this day as entire as any 

mode 111, building. It confills of three 

hi 'd^cj , oi ticjs of aichcs one above an-

othci. T h e height is a hundred andTe-

vcDtv-four fctt, and the length extends to 

fovea Inindrcd and twenty-three. Many 

other rums of antiquity are found at Ni l -

mcs ; but the chief are, the Temple of D i 

ana, the veftigcs o^ which are ftill remain

ing ; the Amphithcatie, which is thought 

to be the fiuefl and vnoll cnliio (>f the kind 

oi any in Europe ; bur, .!bo\e all, thqjioufe 

creOed by the emjifioi Achian, called the 

Maifbu Caru 'c . T h e ajchilccflure and 

fculpture of this building are exquifitely 

beautiful, and, w hat is extraordinary, are 

^ erv little ailedled bv the ravttges of t ime. 

At Paris, in La Rue de la Harpe , may be 

i'een the remains of a palace, or theimae, 

luppoicd to have been built by Jul ian, fur-

named the Apoftate, about the yeaj- 356, 

after the fame models as the baths of D i o ' 

tlefian. T h e remains of this ancient edi

fice confid of many arches, and with^ni 

Uiem aTarge faloon. It K fabricated of a 

kind 
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kind of maftic, the compodtlon of which is 
now unknown, intermixed with fmall 
fquare pieces of free'Hone 3nd bricks. 

At Aries, in Provence,» is to be fecn an 
obelilk of Oriental granite, fifty-two feet 
high, and feven feet diameter at'the bafe, 
but all of one ftone. Roman temples are 
frequent in France. The mofi: remarkable 
are in Burgundy and Guienne. The paf-
lage cut through the middle of the rock 
near Biiancon in Dauphiay, is thought to 
be a Roman woik, if not of greater anti
quity ; and the round buckler of maffy fil-
ver, relhive to ScJpio, Uken out of the 
Rhone in 1665, is imagined to be coeval 
witlT that great geneial. It is twenty 
inches in diameter, weighs twenty-one 
pounds, and contains the celebrated anec
dote relative to Scipio's continence. 

It would be eudlefs to recount the dif
ferent monuments of antiquity to be found 
in France, particularly in the cabinets of 
the curious ; and the coUedlion muft be 
greatly encreafed by the depredations which 
the French have lately committed among 
the moll celebrated of the portable antiqui
ties at Rome. It is, however, the pride of 
conqueft, more than any tafte for the arts, 

that 
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that has excited them to this outrage on the 
prefcriptive rights of that capital ; and 
Ihould thofe elegant fpeciniens of Romar^ 
ggnius efcape the, peculation of their new 
poflTeflbrs, they will, in addition to theif 
former ptirpofe, remain to future ages, 
monuments of the violence and rapine 
which adluated the revolutionary banditti of 
France. 

It may perhaps be imagined, by the poli
tical enthufiafts of that country, that the 
celebrated rarities of ancient Rome will 
transfer, like a palladium, to the new re
public, the feat of fovereign empire in the 
weft; or, if their ambition cannot be gra
tified with fo flattering a diftiii£lion,'^hat 
they will at leaft attra6t: to Paris the curious 
of other nations, by the magnet of Roman 
antiquity. In the latter of thefc notions, 
their expe£lation indeed may be fulfilled ; 
axid a democratical conftittition of citizens 
^i l l doubtlefs require fome adventitious at-
tradion, to compenfate the luftre of which 
the nation has been deprived by the defo-
lating hand of equality. 

Paris, with all itg advantages, will not 
bear a cpmparifon with London, in the 
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more eflential circumflahces of public prof, 
perity and comfort. By thcfe I mean % 
thriving foreign and domeftic trade, the 
cleannefs of the ilrcets, thjs elegance,of tl^e 
houfes, efpecially within, the plenty of wa
ter, and that of a better qualitythau the 
Seine. The Parifians, however, as well as 
the natives of France in general, are tem
perate in drinking ; but whether from any 
regard to fobriety, as a virtue, or from a. 
natural propenfity to more fantaftic modes 
of diflipatlon, I fhall not take upon me to 
determine. Happy were it for them, had 
thby beeft as little difpofed to intoxication, 
from the Daemon of civil rage, as they are 
fi-oiiTthe excefies of Bacchus. 

Though Paris and Verfailles be no new 
objects to you, I cannot conclude my letter 
without giving fome account of them. 

Paris is ufually divided into three parts ; 
the iargeft of which, called the Town, 
ftands on the north fide of the river Seine ; 
the City, which is the moft ancient part, 
confifts of three fmall iflands in the middle 
of the r iver; and the other part, or the 
Univerfity, is fcated on the fouth fide of the 
^eiiie, having iu it feveral little hills. The 

whole 
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tvhole town is of a circular form, and about 
eighteen miles in circumference ; but the ' , 
according to- this computation it occupies 
fo reground than London, it is not near 
fo populous, the inhabitants of Paris not 
^raountin'g to more than feven hundred 
thoufand, whereas tliofe of the former arc 
fuppofed to exceed this number, in the pro
portion of ahnoft a third part. 

The houfes of Paris are built of white 
hewn itone^ five, fix, or Icven flories high ; 
and there are a great many palaces, with 
feeautiful gardens, which formerly belonged 
to the nobility ; but being fhvit up'̂ from the 
flrects by liigh dead walls, they rather in-
creafc the bulk, than add to the embellifh-
ments of trie city. The ilreets are gene
rally narrow : till within thefe few years 
there was no where any pavciment for foot 
paflengers ; and they were illuminated by 
lamps fufpended on ropes placed acrofs. 

About twehe miles fouth-weft of Paris 
ftands Versailles, fituated on an eminence 
in the midft of a fine fporting country, and 
encompaffed with hills. It confifted ori^ 
ginally of a Caftle built by Lewis Xl l l th . 
afs a hunting featj which wa? afterwards 

converted 
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converted tato a tna^nificent palace, by 
Lewis XIV. who alio annexed to it ahand-
ibme town. The avenue leading to the 
palace divides the town irtto two parts ; one 
of which is called Old Verfailles, the other 
the New Town. On the fide towards Pa
ris this avenue forms three viflos, that in 
the middle being fixty feet wide, and the 
ethers thirty feet each, all planted with elms. 

The great court of the palace is four 
hundred and eisihty feet lone;, with a large 
pavilion at each corner. It is enclofed with 
gn iron baluftrade and two large buildings 
that form the win^s on each fide, which 
have balconies fupported by columns, and 
adorned with fine ftatues. Thefe wings with 
the pavilions, ferve for offices, and have 
behind them others for the fame purpofe. 

From this court is an afcent of three 
marble fleps, into a large landing place, 
and thence by five more into a little court 
paved with black and white marble; in the 
middle of which is a marble fountain and 
bafon, with ftatues of copper, gilt. T h e 
front and wings are of brick and free-ftone, 
adorned with marble bufts and brackets ; 
9.nd before this front is a balcony, fupported 

by 



t4-0 LETTERS OF A TRAVELLER. 

by eight marble columns of the Doric order, 
with red and white fpots like jafper, and 
their bafes and capitals of white marble. Ift 
the two angles of« the wings in the front, 
are hanging pedeftals, which fupport two 
clofets, enfcompaffed with gilt iron cafes ; 
and underneath are two bafons of white 
marble in the form of fhells, where young 
Tritons fpout water. The middle building 
has three gilt iron doors in the porch, with 
apartments on the right and left. 

On quitting the great court, through an 
open porch, we afcend by a ftair-cafe eighty 
one feet long, and thirty broad. From the 
porch an entrance leads to two painted 
balls. The cieling of one of them is fup-
ported by eight marble columns of the Doric 
order, with red and white veins. The ca
pitals and bafcs are of a greeniih colour, 
and the columns, of which there are four 
on each fide, divide the hall into three 
parts. On the fides oppofite to each co
lumn, are pilafters that fupport a cornice 
•under a platform ; and fronting the win
dows are niihes with ftatues. 

The other hall is fupported by twelve 
columns of the Idnic order, which have. 

behind 
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behind them marble pilafters, with red, 
black, purple, a»d yellow veins, their ca
pitals and bafes being of white marble. 
From this we enter a third hall of the fame 
dimenfions, the cieling of which is an oc
tagon, with twelve double pedeAals of fine 
marble, on which are placed emblematical 
figures of the twelve months, in gilt cop
per. All the parts not hung with tapeftry 
are lined with marble. 

The royal apartments are extremely 
magnificent, and richly ornamented with 
fculptures and paintings. Their furnitui:e, 
even to«the bedfteads, baluflrades, and rails, 
eonfift chiefly of mafly plate. 

•Such was the palace of Verfailles in the 
days of regal fplendor; but in what con-
difion it is at prefent, or to what ufe ap
propriated, I know not. It was faid, fome 
time ago, that, owing to the defolated flate 
of the pfece, the valuable tapeftry Vas 
greatly injured by rats. The mafly plate, 
without doubt, has become the prey of the 
rapacious reyolutionifts; who we may be 
aflured, have indulged themfelvcs in every 
democratical outrage, againfl a fabric 
which had long been the favorite habitation 
of royalty. CHAP 
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L E T ' T E R XIV. 

J U I T T I N G the ancient limits of 
France, we ftep immediately into a coun-
try where we find the revolutionary fyftem 
operating with all its concomitaiit train of 
violence and diforder. Here the Emperor 
is rehnquifhing his hereditary dominions; 
there the Stadtholder is abdicating an eita-
blifhed government. On one hand, we 
behold ten extenfive provinces, which had 
been confirmed to the houfe of Auftria by 
A long fucceflion of ag-es; on the other, a 
•Vv'hole confederated heptarchy, which has 
withftood the aflaults of the ocean, by the 
ftrength of its dykes; all giving way to the 
irrefiftihle inundation of French principles 
lind politics. On the waving of the three-
colourd flag, as by the magical wand of 
Circe, fee irtfatuated provinces dance to the 

frantic 
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frantic found of Ca, ira; while with a fa
tality, to which nothing but popular de* 
lufion could be blind, wherever the tree 
of liberty is planted, that inftant, flavery 
takes place. We thenceforth behold thole 
people nothing more than th^ mifera-
ble vafTals of ufurpation ; bereaved of 
their independence, defpoiled of tjieir pro
perty, and reduced to maintain a fhadow of 
political exiftence, at the mercy of the cii-
tizens of France. Thefe are the precious 
fruits that cufue from the hug of fraternity! 
from the deceitful embraces of men who 
liave -ktoured to eftablifh their own power 
by a feries of enormous crimes ; who have 
in^uflrioufly rent afunder the facred bands 
of civil fociety, and imploufly trampled on 
all laws both divine and human. 

The ieventeen provinces have obtained 
the general name of the Netherlands, or 
Low Coutitries, from their fituation in re{-
pcdi of Germany. The northern contains 
the feven United Provinces, ufually knowa 
by the name of Holland; and the fouthern, 
thofe which were hitherto the Auftriaa', 
and French Netherlands. 

The 
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The former of thefe countries i so idya 
narrow flip of low fwampy laB<l, lyiag be* 
tween the mouths of feveral gre%t riViCrs, 
and what the induftry of the inhabitants has 
gained from the fea by ffieans of dykes, 
which ha^e been raifed, and are ftill fup-
ported, with incredible labour and expence. 
On account of this fituation, the air of the 
United Provinces is foggy and grofs, until 
it is purified by the froft in winter; when 
the eaft wind ufually fets in for four 
months, and their harbours are frozen up. 
The foil is unfavorable to vegetatiori, but, 
by the induftry of the inhabitantS'Tii xn&-
king canals, it is rendered fit for pafture, 
and in many places even for tillage. The 
whole face of the country, when viewed 
from a tower or ftccple, (for there is no 
natural eminence,) has the appearance of 
a continued marlh or bog, drained, at cer
tain diftances, by innumerable ditches } atid 
many of the canals which in that country 
ferve as high roads, are in the fummcr 
months no better than ofFcnfive ftagnated 
Waters* 

The chief rivers are the Rhine, the 
Maefe, the Scheld, and the Vecht. There 



i i5f .3Ei^ | ^l^fSMitAWiJSi its 

^^"f^ !go&3L hzrhoms in the Unitect Pro-
v«HiCe$r The belt are thoie of Rotterdam^ 
M«4»(fOetflfys» and Fluftiing: for that of 
Amfterdam, though one of the largeft aiid 
fafeft in Europe, has a bar at the entrance 
of it, over which large vefTels cannot pafs 
without being lightened. But iv'ith all the 
natural diladvantages of the Seven United 
Provinces, they are perhaps the beft peopled 
of any fpot of the fame extent in the 
world. 

Though the inhabitants are in general of 
a phlegmatic tempei'ament, Holland has the 
hdIicrrW*producihg hiany men diftinguiflied 
for their genius and learnino;; At the head 
of t^efe Hand Erafmus and Grotius; and 
in medicine, the celebrated Boerhaave.— 
Haerlem difputeS With the Germans the 
invention of printing; and the moft elegant 
editions of the claffics have come from the 
prefles in this cotmtry. 

The greateft curiofities in thfe t^ni^ecl 
Provincefs, abftrafted from thofe in the liiu-
feums, are the prodigious dykes, conftrudlcd, 
by the Dutch to guard their country againft 
ift\uidation, firotn which it formerly fuffcred 

h much. 
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much. Some of th^fe are ftnpeadous 
moles, and hardly to be equalled. 

Amfterdam, the capital of Holland,, is 
thought to be, jjext to London, the m<^ 
commercial city in the world. Its conve-
nienc}' far trade, and the grandeur of its 
public works, are almoft beyond defcription. 
It labours,.however, under two great difad-
vantages; namely, thofe of bad air, and 
the want of frcfli wholefome water, which 
oblifres the inhabitants to prefcrve the rain 
water ill refervoiis. 

^ Rotterdam is next to the preceding in 
rcfpeet of commerce and wealth ;*^it con
tains not of inhabitants above a fourth part 
of the number. Leyden and Utrechfr are 
both cities, and celebrated for their univcr-
fities. The feat of government in HollaRd, 
was formerly at the Hague, which, though 
but a village, is diftiriguifhed by the mag
nificence and beauty of its bu'ildings, and 
during the time of the Stadtholderian con-
ilitutiou, was regarded as the emporium of 
politics, 

So great is the induftry of the Dutch, 
there is fcarcely a manufacture which tjiey 

do 



do not carry ob, or a ftate ia the wtfrid td 
which thek traffic does not extend : I fpeak 
of tht period before the commencement of 
the preient war. In thi | they are favored 
by the populoufnefs of their country, the 
cheapnefs of their labour, and'above allj 
the water carriage, which, by means of 
their canals, gives them advantages .beyond 
all other nations. It is doubted, however, 
whether the riches and luxury of indivi
duals have not damped the general induftry 
of the inhabitants; for there is reafon to 
think that their commerce, navigation, ma-
nwf<t6twr».es, and filheries have iiot be;en for 
feveral years in Co flourifhing a ftate as 
they were in the beginning of the prefent 
century. 

The fouthem Netherlands are a beautiful 
trail of country, as well as remarkable, in 
many parts, for the richnefs of the foil. 
Flanders 41one has been reckoned the gra-
hary of France, Germany, and fometimes 
likewife of our own country. The fociety 
of Jefuits formerly produced the rnoft 
learned men in the Auftrian Low Coun
tries, in which they had many comfortable 
iettlements. Their works related phiefly 

La to 
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to theology, and the civil aild canon, law 5 
but among their publications, were likewife 
latin poems, and plays. Strada is diflin-
guiihed for the elegance of his compafitions# 
both as a poet and hiftorian. The Flemifli 
painters and fculptors have likewife great 
merit, and form a fchool by themfelves. 
The works of Rubens and Vandyke are ce
lebrated wherever painting is known. 

Some Roman monuments of temples and 
other buildings are to be found in thefe 
provinces; but the fcenes moft interefling 
to a Britiih traveller are thofe where the 
valour of our anceftors (hone forjrf»s?SAth 
unparalleled luftre, in the reign of Queen 
Anne.^ I formerly furveyed thofe meoao-
ra^c fields with a degree of enthufiafm; 
but were I again to vifit that country, it is 
probable that the fcntiments of triumph 
would be mixed with reflexions of a dif
ferent nature. 1 fhould be filled with re
gret, to behold that all the blood which had 
been fpilt, and all the wonderful exertions 
of courage and conduft, which were dif-
playted, could not perpetuate the objeft of 
Our glorious efforts even, to the end of the 
cejitury.. Wp ougjit not, however, from. 

contingent 
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contingent evcnt5, to condemn thd policy 
which actuated the Britifh nation at that 
period. Let modern patriots zffcd: to ri* 
dicule the balance of power as a chimerical 
idea; but thofe who eftimate more juftly 
the interefts of nations, will admit that the 
aggrandizement of any one power beyond 
a degree compatible with the interefts of 
others, muft ever prove highly dangerous 
to the general fafety. Since the days of 
Charlemagne, the truth of this propofition 
was never more evident than at prefent. •— 
View France, which was formerly confined 
towards the north, within her provinces of 
Luxemburg, Hainault, Cambrefis, Artois, 
and her diftrift of Flanders, extending her 
dominion over the whole of the Nether
lands, and on the eaft, not only to the banks 
of the Rhine, but within the empire of 
Germany; ^nd fay, whether fuch an ex-
tenfive ufurpation is confiftent with the 
general interefts of Europe, or even with 
the interefts of any individual power, ma
ritime or not maritime. 

The profecution of this fubjefl might 
perhaps excite in a real patiiot feme unfa
vorable apprehenfions; but to preclude all 

L 3 fuch. 
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fuch, let us indulge ourfelves in the attlma-. 
ting reflcdibn, that on the coaft of this 
fame country of which I am writing, the 
Britilh fleet, under the comtnand of Ad
miral, now Lord, Duncan, obtained, on the 
eleventh of O£tober, 1797, the moft deci-
five and glorious naval viftory, of which 
there exifts an account in the annals of any 
nation. 

Having jufl now had occafion to mention 
*he fortuitous fucceflion of events in hu-» 
tnan affairs, I cannot forbear from reciting 
to you an anecdote of the fame kind, vvJiieh 
the name of I^ord Duacan ijas liiggell^ed 
to my remembrance. To the medical ikill 
of the uncle of this great Admiral,' the 
Hon. Charles Fox is indebted for his 
life. When an Infant, I believe, of about 
two years old, he was attacked with the 
tfieafles, and no hopes were entertained of 
his recovery, A lady, who vifited in the 
•family, told his mother. Lady Caroline Fox, 
that (he had known much benefit received 
from the advice of Dr. Duncan, and exr 
prefled a defire that he ihould be called. 
The propofal was immediately acceded to, 
"««id Dr. Duncan was requefted to t^ttend a 

confultation 
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confultktion of the ordinary phyficians at 
aa houT which was fixed. Amongft them 
was the celebrated Dr, Mead, with two or 
three others. They all, of them looked 
with a jealous eye on their new aflbciatc; 
and having before prefcribed, wJthout any 
good efFeft, everything which they thought 
nioft likely to remove the complaint, they 
with a fupercilioiis aJr defired Dr. Duncan, 
if he could tliink of aa)- thing elfe, to men
tion it. He told them, that in his opinion, 
there was only one thing neceflary, and he 
dpjibted not but as foon as it was ufed, they 
ihOwW*"iind the child to be mlich better.—. 
On being defired to prefcribe it, he ordered 
blood-letting in a proper quantity; which 
being performed, the infant patient quickly 
recovered, and his life was protracted to be
come a celebrated man. This anecdote I 
had from Sir William Duncan himfelf. 

Much as the power of France muft be 
encreafed, by the acquifition of the Auflrian 
Netherlands, and the fubjedlion of the 
Dutch; rtivcb likewife as the general inde
pendence of Europe has beeii alFefted by 
the defertion of our allies, let Great Britain 
and Ireland only remain true to thcmfejves, 

and 
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and with the bleiJuig of God upon our arms, 
we fliall t̂ e able to fruftrate all the cfFortg 
of" our implacable enemy againft us. While 
the known valour of our country bids de-
fiaijce to their menaces, and the vigilance 
of admia'flration continues to guard U3 
from the danger of improvident fecurity, 
we may reafonably hope ftill to prefcrve 
our national independence, and to compen-
fate the prcpondcrancy of power on the 
Continent, by aflerting the empire of the 
ocean. 

T o take my farewcl of the Netherlanxls: 
were I to pafs the remainder of p̂ jr—Û e 
abroad, there is no Ipot I fhould fonner 
chufe for my refidence than fome part of 
the fouthern Provinces; and almoft none 
which I fhould more diflike than any part; 
of the northern. 

J^ETTEIi 
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I N perforqiing our next excurfion, we 
have to pafs the Rhine, that noble river 
which rif'es in the country of the Grifons, 
in Switzerland, and running northward, 
ana towards the weft, dtfcharges itfelf by 
different channels into the German fea. 
No bridge, however, conftrudted like that 
of Csefar, is necefiary to tranfport us into 
the German empire. 

This extenfive tradl: -̂  of country is now 
divided inip nine circles ; three of which 
are in the north, three in the middle, and 
three in the fouth, In the whole, it com
prehends about three hundred princes, each 
pf whom is arbitrary with regard to the go
vernment of his own eftates ; but they all 
form a great confederacy, governed by po
litical laws, at thp head of which is the 

Emperor. 
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Emperor. It is doubtlefs the moft extraor
dinary aflemblage of independent potentates 
ever exhibited to the world ; and it was 
onl-v by iuch a coufederacy that fo-great a 
number of princes, differing extremely 
from each^other in the extent of their ter
ritories, could ever be fo long preferved 
from becoming the prey of thofe who were 
the moft powerful amongft them. The 
fupreme power in Germany is the Diet, 
which is compofed of the Emperor, or, in 
his ablencc, of his commifTary, and of the 
three colleges of the empire. The firft of 
thefe is the Eledoral College ; t he l^T^d 
the College of Princes ; and the third, 
that of Imperial Towns. In this coUeftive 
body, the power of the Emperor is only 
executive ; but even this gives him extra
ordinary influence. 

Under the race of Charlemagne the em
pire was hereditary, but afterwards became 
eledive ; at which time all the princes, no
bility, and deputies of cities enjoyed the ' 
privilege of voting ; but in the twelfth 
century, under the reign of Henry V. who 
w;as a weak and wicked prince, the chief 
officers of the empire altered the mode of 

cle£tion 
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eleftton in their own favor. A few years 
after,^ the number of eledlors was reduced 
to fevcn ; fince which period, two others 
hav^ been added to that Uody. 

The power of the Emperor is regulated 
by the capitulation which he fj*ns at his 
ele£iion ; and the perfon who in his life-
time is chofen Kingr of the Romans, fuc-
ceeds to the vacancy of the empire without 
a new eleflion. The Emperor can confer 
titles, and enfranchifements upon cities 
and towns ; but he can levy no taxes, nor 
make war or peace, without the confent of 
th(2"f)iet. When that confent is obtained, 
every prince muft contribute his quota of 
men and money, as valued in the matricu
lation roll, though, perhaps, as an indivi
dual, he may efpoufe a different fide from 
that of the diet. Of this there happened a 
curious inftance within our own memory. 
George II*. of Great-Britain, as Eleftor of 
Hanover, was obliged to furnifli his quota 
againft the houfe of Auftria, and alfo againft 
the King of Pruffia, while he was fighting 
for them both. 

The Emperor, as the head of fo great a 
confederacy, claims a precedency for his 

ambafladors 
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ambafladors in all foreign cotirts. His an
nual income, however, as Empefor, does 
not exceed fix thoufand pounds fterling, 
and arifes from fome inconfidcrable fiefs in 
the Black Soreft. The dignity of the em
pire has f<5r' fome centuries been conferred 
on the houfe of Auftria, as beins: the moft 
powerful of the German princes ; but of 
late years the aECJjrandizement of the Kinsr 
of Pruffia feems to prognofticate a rivalfliip 
between thofe princes in a future period ; 
and, what may prove yet more fatal to the 
Empire, an infringement of its ancient 
conftitution. 71ie fymptoms of thelSTfer 
of thefc events arc already io threatening, 
that they cannot fail to excite apprehenfi-i 
ons for the future tranquillity of the empire. 

Some of the German princes have much 
larger revenues than others ; but it is im-
poffible to fpeak with any precilion on the 
lubjeft. 'I he Auftrian revenues, however, 
before the prefent war, were thought to 
amount to feven millions fterling in Ger
many and Italy ; and it is probable, that by 
the revolutionary partition, lately con^ 
eluded, they will be confiderably increafed. 
This is fuch a fum as goes far in Germany. 

Ta 
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T o behold the magnificence of many of the 
German courts, a ftran^er is apt to conceive 
very high ideas of the incomes of their 
princes. ; which is owing to the high value 
of money in that country, and colifequently 
of the low price of provifions jkud manu-
fadures. It is unfortunate for the empire, 
that the petty princes affeft the fplendor of 
the more powerful in all their domeflic 
arrangements ; to fupport which pomp 
and parade, many of them opprcfs their 
fubje£ls to an extreme degree. In fomc 
parts the burghers of Germany enjoy great 
priyilf.ges. In Franconia, Sv/abia, and on 
the Rhine, the peafants likewife are gene* 
rally a free people, or perform only cer
tain fervices to their fuperiors, and pay the 
taxes; but in the marquifate of Branden-
burgh, Pomerania, Lufatia, Moravia, Bo
hemia, Auftria, &c. they may juftly be de
nominated »flaves, though in different de
grees. 

The climate of Germany, as in all large 
tra£ts of cotintry, differs greatly, not only 
on account of iituation, but according to 
the improvements of the foil, which has A 
great effed on the temperature of the air. 

TIae 
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The moft mild and fettled weather is found 
in the middle of the country, at an equal 
diftance frona the fea and the Alps. Upon 
the whole, therq is no great difference be
tween theMeafons of Germany and thofe of 
Great-BAtftin. But there are more woods 
and chafes yet {landing in Germany than in 
moft other countries; owing to the pafTion 
Tjfhich the inhabitants have for hunting the 
wild boar. The Hercinian foreft, which 
in Caifar's time was nine days journ^ey in 
length, and fix in breadth, is now cut 
down in hiany places, or parcelled out into 
woods, which have all their di#e«nt 
names. Moft of the woods confift of pine, 
£r, oak, and beach. There is a vaft num
ber of forefts of lef» note in almoft every 
part of the country ; there being fcarcely a 
nobleman or gentleman, who has not a 
chafe or park adorned with pleafure houfes, 
and well ftocked with game, fuch as roe
bucks, ftags, hares, foxes, and boars. 

Tht" German wild boar differs in colour 
from our common hogs, and is four times 
as large ; but its flefh, and the hams made 
of it, are by many preferred to every 
Other of the kind, both for flavotn* and 

grain. 
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grain. The glutton of Germany is ac
counted the moft voracious of all animals. 
It feeds on almoft every thing that has life, 
which it can procure ; but its chief pj;ey 
is birds, hares, rabbits, goats, and fawns. 
On thefe he feeds to fuch an e5fcefs, that 
he falls into a kind of torpid ftate, and not 
being able to move, he is killed by the 
huntfmen. His colour is a beautiful brown, 
with a faint tinge of red. 

The Germans are naturally a frank, ho-
neft, hofpitable people ; but the higher or
ders are ridiculoufly proud of titles, an-
ceury, and Ihew. Induftry, application, 
and perfeverance are the great charader-
iitics of this people, efpecially the mecha
nical part of them. They have been 
charged with intemperance in eating and 
drinking, and perhaps not unjuftly, owing 
to the vaft quantity of wine, and provifions 
of every kind, which the country produces. 
But thofe practices feem now to be wearing 
out. At the greateft tables, though the 
guefts drink pretty freely at dinner, yet 
after three or four pulilic toafts have been 
given, the repaft is commonly finiftied by 
coffee. No people, however, have more 

feafting 
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feafting at marriages, funerals, and on birth 
days. In no country is there to be found a 
greater tafte for reading than in Germany. 
Printing is encouraged even to cxcefs.— 
Books are therefore multiplied without 
number ;*and almoft every man of letters 
is an author. There are in Germany thirty-
lix univerfitics, of which feventeen are 
proteftant, feventeen Roman catholic, and 
two which partake of each religion. Many 
of the Germans have diftinguiflied them-
felves in various branches of learning ; but 
it was not till about the year 1730, that 
they began to write with elegance in their 
own language. It is however, an unfa
vourable circtimftance for the literature of 
this country, that the French language 
fhould be Co fafhionable in the German 
courts. Even Frederic the Great, King of 
Pruffia, ordered the philofophical tranfac-
tions of his royal fociety at Berlin, from 
the beginning of its inftit^tion, to be pub-
liflied in the French tongue-

With refpe£t to the fine arts the Germans 
are by no means deficient. This country 
h%s produced ibme good painters, archi-
tt^p fculptors and engravers. They even 

pretend 
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pretend to have been the firft inventors of 
engravings etching, and mezzotinto. Print
ing, if firft invented in Holland, was fooa 
after greatly imptoved in Germany.. The 
Germans are generally allowed ,to havfc 
been the inventors of great guns, as alfo of 
gunpowder in Europe, about the year 1320. 
Germany has likewife produced fome ex
cellent muficians, at the head of which 
ftands the immortal Haadel. 

The cities in Germany being fo nume
rous, I muft content myfelf with giving a 
very Ihort account of the principal amongft 
them. 

Berlin is now accounted the capital of 
his Pruflian majefty's dominions, and af
fords the moft extraordinary example of 
fudden improvement, of any place that I 
know. It is fituated on the river Spree ; 
and befides â  royal palace, has many other 
I'uperb edifices. 'The king's palace, and 
that of' Prince Henry, are magnificent 
buildings. The opera-houfe is alfo a beau
tiful ftruSure; and the arfenal, which is 
handfomely built in the form of a fquarc, 
is faid to contain arms for two hundred 

^ thoufand 
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thoufand men. The ftreets and fquares are 
ipacJous, and built in ^ very regtilar inanner. 

Drefden, in the eleftorate of Saxotiy, is 
btfatttifiilly fituated on both fides of the Elbe; 
ancTin the magnificence of it$ palaces and 
pilblic buydings, is uneq-ualled. It is like-
wife the fchool of Germany for ftatuary, 
painting, enamelling, and carving ; not to 
mention its mirrors, and founderies for 
bells and cannon, and its foreign com
merce carried on by means of the Elbe. 
1 h«» Eledorate of Saxony is indeed, by 
nature, the richcft coxiiitry in Germany, if 
not in Europe. 

The city of Leipfic, in upper Saxony, 
forty-fix miles diftant from Drefden, ftands 
in a pleafaut and fertile plain on the Piaffe. 
Jt has long been diftinguiflied for the liberty 
of confcience allowed to perfons of diffe
rent fentiments in religion ; but that efla-
bUfhed in the place is the Lutheran. Here 
is a Univerftty, which is flill very confider-
able. The exchange is^an elegant building; 
an'd'Mit'bH city there is an annual fair, dur-
iu» lil̂ Yeral dety?, to <vhich great numbers 
refe^^ front all qparteis of thte Qermauic 

Hanover, 
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Haiiover, the capital of that eTeftorate» 
ftandson tHe river ^e ins , and is a neat, 
thrivii^, arid • agreeable city, containing 
about twelve hundred houfes, among which 
is the clcftoral palace. At the diftance of a 
few miles lie the palace and elegant gardens 
of Herenhaufen. The whole population 
of the ekftorate of Hanover is compute3 
to amount to about feven hundred and 
fifty thoufand perfbns; befides which, 
there are about fifty thoufand inhabitants 
belonging to Bremen and Verden, two dif-
trids purchafed by the Eledtor, at an eaily 
period of the prefent century. The towns 
in thefe dominions are not without trade 
and manufa6lures ; but the whole of jhe 
Ele6lorate has fufFered much by the acceflion 
of the houfc of Hanover to the Crown of 
Great Britain ; notwithftanding a refpefta-
ble civil and military eftaWifhrnent is con-
ftantly maintained, out of the revenues of 
the country. The fecularized biihopric 
of Ofnaburgh, now held by the Duke of 
York, lies feventy-five miles weft of ffan-
oVcr, between the rivers Wefer and Ems. 
'Thechicf City of this territory has heitk long 
hmoui all over Europe, for the mattti&c-

M z turcs 
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turcs known by the name of Ofnabwrgh, 
and Ukewifc foi" that of the beft.^W^ftphfl^ 
li^ms. The whole revenue of; the b i ^ p -
ric i? eftimated at thirty thouf^qwi pouudK 
*per amnim. 

Breflau, t];je capital of Silefia, lies on thq 
river Oder,, and is a free city, "vvhere aU 
{"wSs of Chriftians and Jews are tolerated, 
bu| the maglftracy is Lutheran, The ma-
auiiicSures of Silefia have been greatly im
proved, fince the country fqll under the do
minion of the hQufe of Brandenburg. It 
has been fiiid to yield his Pruffian majeily ^ 
revenue of near a million fterling ; l^ut this 
eftimate is probably exaggerated, as the 
houfe of Auftria never drew from it above 
the naif of that fum ; and I cannot think 
that the revenue is doubled fince th^t 
period. 

There are in Germany, you knpw, twQ 
cities of the name of Frankfort : iQ^e of 
them lies on the Oder, and is fubjeft t^ th« 
king'pf Piuflia ; but the pther ftao4s on 
both fiideS the" river Maine, and ij an i|p-
perial city; I mean by that app©l̂ itioil|k * 
fo^ycreign il^tc, .poffcfling ^ <j«>fi^r2|hlj§ 

t.f.r o w n 
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t)%n m&giftiribs. l a the Stacithoufe, or 
OtiiMhall of this city, the eledors afferrible 
fbr the choice of an emperor, and here is' 
prelerved the written inftrument called the 
GddfefiBull, tvhich contains tl?efundamen
tal laws of the empire. It is a %rtificd 
city, of a circular form, without any fu-
burbs. It IS adorned with feveral magnilfl-

. . • » . . . ® 

cent buildings, and three principal f'quares; 
but, in general, the ftreets are narrow, and 
thefioufesmoftly builtof timber and plafter^ 
anti cohered with {lat^. 

Vienna is the capital of the Circle of 
Auftria, and being the refidence df the Em
peror, is regarded as the capital of Germa
ny. It would be endlefs to en\imerate the 
many palaces in this magnificent city, two 
of which are Imperial. Here is alfb an ex
cellent univerlity, and A number of rich 
convents! Among thole is oric for the 
Scottilh nation, built in honor of their 
fcottiitrjrmah, St. Colitaan, the pattbii of 
Auftria; and bhe of the'fix gates,pf thii 
tixf is catted' tlie Scdts' Gate, in rismcm-
bra?!^ <# l&me f i^al exploit performed 
i^iC!^ I»^ ̂ Ibe ttoops of that natidn. The 
ndutiiftaQts of Vienna, including the fu-

burbs, 
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burbs, which are larger thatt the city, aî e 
computed at about three hundred thoxx^i. 
In the number of fupcrb ftru^ures Victina 
is doubtlefs remarkable; yet after 4U» I 
mxlft abate from this general eulogium of ife 
grander. The ftreets, excepting thofe in 
the fuburbs, arc narrow and dirty ; the 
houfes and furniture of the citizens arc 
greatly difproportioned to the magnificence 
of the palaces, fquares, and other public 
buildings ; but above all, the exceflive im-
pofts laid by the houfe of Auftria ttpon ^ c r y 
commodity in its dominions, muft always 
keep the manufafturing part of their fub-
jpfts in a ftate'of poverty, as is but too vi-
fible in the capital itfelf. Of late years, 
however, xhs, condition of the Auftriaafub-
je^s has been greatly meliorated, and th^ 
beft effe^s will foon be found to arifc from 
this prudent change of fyftem. 

With refpeft to antiquities and curiofi* 
ties, there is not a court in Germany but 
produces a cabinet of curiofitics, artii^ial 
and natural, ancient and rnoderit^ Ev«aE« 
^ity ofauy iibte has Ukewife i» i t « f^^ 
| l^ public tibrar^. The vaftOiS^fe p^^m* 
eathcdrals* jcaftles, and ^Jove ^1» Icn^te 

houfes 
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houfes in Germauy, are ftr iking objpt^s to 
everjr travdler. They exhibit the fame up?. 
pearan^e of riule magnificence as they did 
four l^utidied years ago;'and many of siiem 
have an effedt fuperior even ,to that of 
jGreejfc archite£lure. Among the artificial 
curiosities, I mufl not omit mentionnig the 
celebrated top at Hcidelburg, which con
tains eight hundred hogiheads, and is gene
rally , full of the beft Rhenifti wine^ with 
wjbich they never fail to regale ftrangers 
who are not ave^feto the invitation. 

Among the chief natural curiofities in 
Germany are caves and rocks. Near Black-
enburg, in, Hartz Foreft, there is a cave, 
of which it is iaid that none has ever yet 
foui^d t^e.ei^, though many, we are told, 
hjave advanced into it for twenty miles. 
But the moft remarkable curiofity of tha> 
kind is near llammeUn, about fifty miles 
from Hanover, where, at the mouth of the 
cave, ftands a monument, which comme-
tQorates the lofe of a hundred and thirty 
elvl4f|tt#. S*̂ iK) were there fwallowed up in 
1284- T h i s f a a , though ftrongly attefted, 
ha^ been diiputedl by fome v, riters. 

I cannot 
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I cannot take my leave of Germany with* 
out expreffing a fervent wilh, that a confti-
tution which has fo long refifted the en
croachments of foreign powers, and endea;-
vowed to maintain its internal tranquillity, 
may conti*iue to preferve among its mem-
l)ers that mutual union which can alone ft-
curc their profperity and independence. 
Great Britain and the Proteftant part of Ger
many are linked together by pccoliar con
nexions. We have received from that 
country an illuftridus family, which has 
fwaycd the fceptre with great advantage to 
the nation. We have interchanged w^th 
each other princefTes, whofe virtues are an 
ornament to royalty < and I doubt not but 
the connexion will be yet more ftremgly ce
mented, by a matrimoaial alliance of more 
of our amiable princeffes with fuitablc 
i^u(xs of that empire. 

CBITTI^II 
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M .Y prefent letter Hiall *ht devcfted to 
the kingdoms adjoining German}', which 
are thole of Pruffia, Bohemia, Hungary, 
and Poland. 

PrufRa, confidered as a kingdom, is dif-
tlnfl: from Germany, which howevdr it re-
lembles irt̂  all its natural productions, as 
well as in the manners of the inhabitants. 
The Pruflian monarch, by means of the ad
vantageous lituation of his dominions, and 
the wife political regulations which have 
been introduced, derives a vaft revenue 
from this country, which, about a century 
and a half ago, was the feat of boors and! 
barbarifitt. It is faid that amber alone 
bi*ttv^9 Him In twdnty-fix thoufand dollars 
annually. His other revenues arife from 
hk demefncs, his duties of cuAoms and 

tolls. 
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tolls, with the fubfidies yearly granted by 
the feveral ftates ; all which muft amount 
to a very confiderable fum, exclufive of 
Utofk which arffe from the partition of 
Poland. 

Hitherto the kings of Pruffia have alt 
paid particular attention to the improve-
menttof their military force. The army, 
even in time of peace, confifts ufually of 
a hundred and eighty thoufand of the heft 
difciplined troops in the world ; which is 
the means by which that kingdom has 
lately attained to fo great confideration on 
the Continent. But this large military 
force, though it agigrandizes the import
ance of the fovereign, is extremely inju
rious to the interefts of the people. What
ever number of fotis a peafant may havc^ 
they are all liable to be taken into the fer-
vice, except one, who is left to^ffift in the 
management of the farm. The reft w^ar 
badges from their childhood, to mark that 
they are deftined to be foldiers, and obliged 
to enter into the fervice whenever they u$c 
called upon. This has occafioned fuch ^ 
drain froua population, and fo much dinii*-̂  
uii&ed the exertions of iigriculture, tlwt 
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.Fcedcrick \l' endeavoured in fome <iegrec 
to.favc his own peafantr-y, by drawino- as 
inany recruits a& he could fjom^ther coun-
.tries^ Thofe foreign recruits remain coi^ 
/tantly with the regiments in which they arc 
placed ; but the native Pruflians have every 
year fome months of furlough, during 
which they return to the houfcs of their 
fathers or brothers, and work at the bu-
{inefs of the farm, or in any other wa j 
they pleafe. 

The air of Bohemia, which is alfo dif-
tui6t from Germany, is not thought fo 
wholefome as that of the latter ; though ia 
general its foil and produce are pretty much 
the fame. This kingdom contains rich 
mines of filver, quick-filver, copper, iron, 
lead, fulphur, and feltpetre.. Prague, the 
capital of Bohemia, is one of the moft mag
nificent cities in Europe, as well as verj 
extenfive, and famOfUS for its noble bridg6 
over the Muldaw. It is however a place 
of little or no trade. 

^0£ the old Bohemian conftitution there 
vbovf remains nothing but the form, th« 
government under the houfe of Attftria be* 
ing now defpotic. Their iiat«s are dom-

pofed^ 
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pofed of the clergy, tiobiUty,^ gentry, sxiA 
reprcfentativcs o t towns. In general the 
people have an avcrfion towards the Auf-
trians ; on which account, of late, the Auf-
tnan princes have been cautious oi pro
voking them by ill ufage. The revenues 
of this country are whatever the fovereisn 
is pleafed to exaft from the flates of the 
kingdom, when they are annually aflem-
bled at Prague ; and their amount may be 
about half a million fterling. 

The kingdom of Hungary may be divided 
into the upper and lower Hungary, to 
which may be added Tcmefwaer, which has 
been confidered a6 diftindt from Hungary^ 
becaufe it was formerly governed by an in
dependent king. The air in the fouthern 
parts of Hungary is unhealthy, on account 
of its numerous lakes, ftagnated waters, 
and marflies ; but the noi ther^ parts being 
mountainous and bairen, the air is falu-
brious. No country in the world can boail 
a richer foil than that plain which extends 
three hundred miles from Preiburg to Bel
grade, and yields variety of produftions. 
Com is there in fuch plenty, that it fell^ 
for one fixth part of its price in Eng

land.-



land. The Huhgarian baths and mineral 
'Waters are efteemed the moft fovereign of 
any in Europe ; but their magnificent build-
tap, raifed by the Turks when in poffeffion 
of the Country, are fufFered to goto decay. 
The Hungarian wines, particularly Tbkay, 
are preferable to thofe of any other country 
in Europe. 

It was late before the Northern barba
rians drove the Romans out of Hungarv ; 
and fome of the defcendaiits of their lesi-
onary forces may ftill be diftinguifhed in the 
inland parts, by their fpeaking of Latin. 

In the country of Temefwaer there are 
many faraons or gypfies, fuppofed to be the 
real descendants of the ancient Egyptians, 
whom they refeflnble in their features, in 
their propenfity to melancholy, and in ma
ny of their manners and cpftoms. I had 
no opportunity of afcertaining the fa6l by 
ocular demonftration, but have been af-
fured, that the lafcivious dances of Iris, the 
wprfHip of onions, many famoys Egyptian 
fuperftitions, and the Egyptian method of 
hatciong eggs by means of dung, are flill ia 
ufe amoiiglt the female gypfies in Tc* 
laefwacfj 

One 
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One of the moft remjafkablfc' nattiiral ctt* 
liofities in Hiingary, is a'cavern in amotin-
t | in aear Szelit^e. The aperture, which 
fronts the foutli, is eighteen fathoms high, 
5nd eight broad. Its fubterranean paffages 
confift entirely of folid rock, ftrctching 
farther than has yet been dilcovered. As 
far as it is piaftlcablc to go, the height is 
found to be about fifty fathoms, and tha, 
breadth twertty-fix. 

The artificial curiofities of this coun
try confift chiefly of its bridges. The 
Bridge of Effeck, built over the Danube, 
and Drave, h, properly fpeaking, a conti
nuation of bridges, five miles in length, 
fortified with towcis at certain diftances. 
Abiidgeof boats runs ovtfr the Danube, 
half,a mile long, between Buda and Pert ; 
and about twenty Hungarian miles diftant 
from Belgrade, are the remains of a bridge 
ereded by the Romans, judg^^d to be the 
mojft magnificent of any in the world, 

Th© Hungarian vgovcrnnacnt prefcrves 
the remftips of toany checks apon the regal 
power. They have a Diet or ParliaiSBfeht, 
bef^des tk^ Gefpan Chafts, refemblin^ our 
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JafticeS 9f the peace; and every royal towu 
has its fenate. 

Both Bohemia and Hungary have under* 
gone great changes in their ancient coufti-
tution ; but no kingdom ha*s been more un
fortunate than that which J am no\y on the 
point of entering; I mean Poland-

BlefTed by nature with a heahhful cli' 
mate, and a foil femarkable for its ferti
lity ; yet the happinefs of the people has 
been perpetually obftrudled by a pernicious 
conftitution of government; nominally re
gal, but in fa£t an ariftocracy, and that of 
a kind the moft oppreffive. When I Ipeak 
of the common-wealth of Poland, you will 
readily conceive that I allude to that form 
of government which exided before the 
partition of the country ; for there now re
mains no traces of its former ftate, nor in
deed of its exigence as a diftinft nation. 
Xhe king was then nominally, as I before 
obferved, the hea4 of the republic ; and he 
^a s elefted by the nobility and clergy, on' 
hoffeback, in the plains^ of Warfaw. One 
diflentient voice, ^ronour^cing retOf was 
fufiicient to invalidate the ele^ioa. When 
a ijttiaority proved refradory, the majo

rity 
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rity hlH,m » e r niealhr €f tnf<^rclns the 
cleftion, tliaii by aitUag t̂b&ir oppouTO^ 
i t t^e tes wit!i their fabres? bat ir the mi-
mrnty was fuffictsntly ftrong, a civil war 
erinjed. Immediately after the eleSion, 
the king 'iigncd the /ta^a conventa of the 
kingdqii, hy Which he engaged to intro
duce' ilo it)rejgncrs into |hc 'army or go-
vetnment. H^was henceforth only prefi-
d^ftt <5f 'iht fenate, which was compofed 
o-f the primate, the archblfhop of Limbmg, 
fiftSfen'ISlihdps and a hundred and thirty 
iaj'tne^l, donfiftin^of the great ofticers of 
j f l ^ , the Palatines and Cafteflans, who 
•\f'€ti thigfandeesof the kir^gdom. 

^tUi Biiets of Poland were orcfm arv ana 
eXtratoj'dinary. The foimer m?t ojice in 

|twc5,' and fometinicc; thicc^ yeais: the latter 
liIRS fimmpned by the king upon critical 
erfi<6f^ncies; bil't here likewife one diflen-
tietirvolce rfeiTld̂ Ved all their deJibdrations 
iii€ffeS^'ili -"fhe'^iagcmil^ ii6min'ate the 
gr^at<fllice^-o|'fiite,'t>ntil5iey were'^c-
coUmahUs GtiXf ik ^MhMft'i l t d h i c^ul4 
no* dif»!lfcfe'tl*li i^i)a ottcfe ajmais^ed. ' ' 

%m^^^^m:tntk o f this fcicy^^-
i l i t i t M , 1 ^ ^ « f e m | « y itsfoffc VltE*i1^ 
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hioft eVery he\^ king, according t& the 
ftiptilations which He was obliged to figti i*' 
his accejSion., The tribunitial Feto was 
foundefd upon Gothic principles, j-cpugnant 
to the di lates of civilized and rational ju-
rifdi<5i:ion; and what greatly incfeafed its 
bad efFeds, it was Co far from beiri* cxer-
cifed from any motive of patriotifm, that it 
always originated in the infeierice of fome 
of the neighbouring powers, who were in-
tercfled to foment anarchy and confufiori 
in the councils of Poland. Nor was this a 
matter of any difficulty ; for many of the • 
firft nobility did not fcruple to receive pen-
fions from foreign courts, whole views arid 
interefts, confequently, it became their bu-
iinefs to promote. This ancient common
wealth has at length been difm«mbercd by 
the three great Potentates of Ruffia, PrufJf 
fia, and Atiftria ; and it feems at prefent t© 
be d^ieimtiiti Aat no veftige of its former 
government iftall bealkwftd to exift. Buc 
this tranflati6ii<i8^the territory aod jurifdio-
tiion dS BelaM, hcfvfet&i arbitrary and vio-
leftt, cM fmf Uttlc stffe<a tiiw interefls trf 
t h e M f c o / i i f Ititidn; for tha§ have h i t h ^ o 
urnhsk allat*QSfm*'fubjeajpninKjfl«very 
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to their m&fters, as never was furpaffed 
even during the moft barbarous periods of 
the, feudal ages. 

The chief river§ oCPoland are theViftula, 
or Weyfel, the Niefter, Nieper, or Borif-
thenes,.thc Bog, andtheDwina. Some of 
the vegetable produftions of Poland are pe-
fuliar to itfelf, particularly a kind of manna 
(if it can be called a vegetable), which in 
May and June the inhabitants fweep into 
neves with the dew, and dreffing it in vari
ous ways, make ufe of it for food. In Li
thuania,* which country was annexed to 
Poland, great quantities of yellow amber 
are frequently dug up, in pieces as large as 
a man's fift, fuppofcd to be the produflion 
of a refmous pine. 

The forefts of Warfovia contaiix great 
Qumbers of, Uri, or buffaloes, the flcfh of 
which the Poles reduce to a powder, and 
eftecm it an excellent diih. Th»ilefli of the 
Polilh elk is likewife much admired by the 
liatives, and, forms a principal part in all 
their great entertainments, Thebqdy of 
this animal refembles the deej, but exceeds 
it to^th in, thi^nefs and lei^gth^: tije leg* 
'arclyghj |he feet broad and pbven, the 

horns 



horas large, rough and broad, like ihol^ 
o fa wild goat. Naturalifts have obferved, 
that upon diffefiting an elk, there were 
found in its head fome large flies, with its 
brains almoft eaten away ; and it i s ^ fadl 
well attcfted, that in the large ^woods and 
forefts of the north, this animal is attacked, 
chiefly towards the winter, by a large fort of 
flies, which, through its ears, attempt to 
take up their winter quarters in its head. 
This perfecution is thought to afFed the elk 
with the falling-ficknefs, by which means 
it is taken ; an event which would other* 
wife not be eafily accomplished. 

Among the natural curiofities of Poland, 
I fhall mention an ambiguous fpecies of 
animal, which has all the form of huma
nity^ but is deftitute of its properties. It 
is beyond a doubt, that fuch beings ha^v't 
been found in the woods of that country. 
Whentajcen, they generally, it is faid,went 
on ail fours ; but this circumftance I fliouJd 
much queftion, confidering that the forma
tion of the human knee and feet is ex
tremely unfuitable to fuch motion. It is 
further faid, that fome of them have, by 
proper management, attained to the ufe of 
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fpecch. Of the hiftory of tbeie creatwres 
we can oaly fbcm a conjedurc. It ia pro
bable that the frequent incurfions of the 
Tartars, md other barbarous nations into 
Polan4> have forced the women fometimes 
to leave t]ieir children expofed in the 
wpods ; but how thofe miferable objefts 
could afterwards fubfift, we can account 
for only upon the fuppofition, that they 
were nurfed by bears, or other wild beafts. 
I once had occafion to fee one of thefe |iu-
miliating fpedacles in a village in Germany. 

Under the mountains adjoining ta Riow, 
in the deferts of Podolia, are fcveral grot
tos, where a great number of human bo
dies are preferved. They are fuppofed to 
have lain buried through a long fucceflion 
of ages I hut are neither fo hard, nof fo 
blaf<?k as th© Egyptian mummies. Among 
tjiena are two princes in their ufual habits. 
It is-thought that this preferving (ĵ uality is 
o\yieg.to the nature of the fbil^ which is 
dry and fatidy. 

The fait mines of Poland Confift of won-
derfi&l cJVcrnB, feveral hundred yards deep, 
at the bottom of which are many intricate 
wjijidings and labyrinths. Out of thefe, are 

ebg. 



LET. XVI,] POLAND. I^J 

dug four different kinds of fait; one €3t-
ti-cQQely hard, like cryftal ; another fofter, 
but clearer ; a third white, but brittle ; 
thefe are all brackifli, ^but the fou j^ is 
ibmewhat frefher. Thefe four^kinds arc 
dug ia different mines, near the city of 
Cracow : on one fide of them is a ftream of 
fait water, and on the other, one of frelh. 

Few antiquities are to be met with in 
Poland ; for old Sarmatia was never per-
fedly known to the Romans ihemfelves : 
and in artificial curiofities, it is almoft 
equally unprodu£tive. 

The capital of Poland, you know, is 
Cracow, which ftands on an extenfive 
plain watered by the Viftula. Including 
the fuburbs, it occupies a vaft fpace of 
ground, but altogether fcarcely contain 
fixteen thoufand inhabitants. It is fur-
rounded with high brick w^lls, ftrengthen-
ed with round and fquare towers in the 
ancient ftyle of fortification, 

Warfaw, which difputes with the pre
ceding the honor of being the metrop«Ji&, 
lies on the Viftula, and almofl in the cen
tre of Poland. It is, or rather was, the 
royal refidence, and contains many magiy-
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ficcnt palaces aad other buildings, bcfideS 
churches and convents. It is computed to 
contain near feventy thoufand inhabitants, 
but ^ thefe great'numbers are foreigners. 
The ftree^s are fpacious, but ill paved, and 
tbe greater part of the houfes, particularly 
in the fuburbs, are mean wooden hovels. 
The city exhibits a ftrong contrafl: of wealth 
and poverty, as indeed does every part of 
the ancient Polilh republic. 

Dantzic is the capital of Polifti Prtiffia, 
ajid is fimous for having been formerly at 
the head of the Hanfcatic affociations, 
Commonly called the Hanfe-Towns. It is 
iituatcd on the Viflula, near five miles from 
•the Baltic, and is a large, beautiful, and 
populou^-'^fty. The houfct. are generally 
£ve ilories high ; and many of its ftreets 
are planted with chefnut-trees. It has a 
fine harbour, and enjoys an extenfive com
merce. This city is a republic, and claims 
an adjacent territory about forty miles round 
it,,which was formerly uhder the proteftion 
qf thip King and republic of Poland, 

L E T T E R 
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L E T T E R ' XVII. 

JL ROM furveying, in my laft letter, the 
relids of feveral kingdoms, which have 
changed their ancient conftitution, I now 
proceed ibuthwaid to Switzerland, a moun
tainous country, but which, on that ac
count, has long been the lacred afylum of 
liberty on the Continent. It is divided 
into thirteen cantons, which,^ though all 
confederated together, enjoy not the fame 
conftitution. Some are ariftocratical, others 
are democratical j and every canton is ab-
folute in i'fs own jurifdidion. The confe
deracy, confidered as a republic, compfe-
bends three divifion^. The firft are the 
Swifles, properly fo called. The fecond 
are the Grifons, or the ftates confederated 
v i t h the Swjffes, for their common protec-
t'ioa. The third are the Pi-efedttrcs, which 

though 
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though fubjed to the other two, by pur? 
chafe or otberwife, frefcrvc each its own 
particular magiftratcs. Every cautoSi form^ 
withir^ itfelf a liyttle republic ; but when 
^uy*\;ojitroverfy arifes that may affed the 
"whole coijfederacy, jt is referred to the ge
neral diet, which fits at Baden, where each 
canton having a vote, evpry queftion is de
cided by the majority. 

The Cantons being fo various in extent, 
pepttlation, and produce, it is difficult to 
form any precife eftima'te of their revenues. 
Thoie of the Cantoj^ of Bern are iaid to 
amount annually to three hundred thou-
fand crowns, and of Zurich to a hundred 
and fifty thoufand; the other Cantons 
in prapojrtiQn to their produce and ma-
nufa£turesi Whatever is faved, after de» 
fraying the ncce/Tary exp^nces of govern
ment, is laid up as a common ftock ; and 
it has been faid, though I cannot affirm it 
upon indubitable authority, that the SwifTes 
are poflefToiJofAve huftdifed thoufand pounds 
(lerliEtg in ^he B/itiih fur^s, befides thofe 
in otfetcr baoks* 

The iatefftnl /Icength of the Swifs Can
tons, i^de|«a08leot of the pjitUtia^ cpnfift«<^ 
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thirteen thoufand four hundred men, levied 
according to the population and abilities of 
each. The oecononay and wifdom with 
which this force is raifed, and employed, 
are truly admirable; as are the arraftge-
ments made by the general diet, fftr main
taining that body of militia, which are 
fupplied from foreign ftales and princes, 
fo as to benefit the republic, without 
aoy prejudice to its pQpuiation. Every 
burgher, peafant, and fubje(51, is obliged to 
exercifehimfelf in the ufcofarms, appear 
pn ftated days for (hooting at a mark, fur-
jiifh himfelf with proper cloathing and ac
coutrements, powder and ball; and to be 
always ready, when called upon, for the 
defence of his country. The Swifs engage 
in the fervice of foreign princes and dates, 
either merely as guards, or as marching re
giments^ In the latter cafe, the govern
ment permits the enlifting of volunteers, 
though only for fuch ftates as they are in 
alliance with, or with whom they have en
tered into a previous agreement on that ar
ticle. But no fubjeft is to be forced into 
foreign fervice, or even to be enlifted, with
out the concurrence of the magiftracy. 

The 
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The moft confiderable city in this coun
try is Bern, which ftands on the river Acr. 
This city and canton is fuppofed to form 
alpioft a third of the Heivetiq confederacy, 
and can, upon occafion, fit out a hundred 
thoufand- armed men. In this canton is 
Laufanne, fituated on the north fide of the 
lake of Geneva, and celebrated for its uni-
verlity. Bafil is by fome accouiited the ca
pital of Switzerland. It is fituated in a fer
tile and plcafant country, on the banks of 
the Rhine, and the confines of Germany. 
It contains two hundred and twenty ftreets, 
and two^ market-places. The town-houfe, 
which ftands on the river Birfee, is fup-
portcd by very large pillars, and its great 
hall is findy painted by the celebrated Hans 
Holbein, who was a native of this city, 
Baden is famous for its antiquity and baths. 
In the arfenal of Zurich, which is far lefs 
confiderable than Bern, is fhcwn the bow 
of the famous William Tell, who proved 
the means of delivering Switzerland from 
the Anftrian yoke. In the library of the 
fame city, theri6 is a manufcript of letters, 
written in elegant Latin and German by 

the 
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the unfortunate Lady Jane Grey, to the 
judicious reformer, BuUinger. 

The ruins of Caefar's Wall, which ex
tended eighteen miles ?n length, frj)m 
Mont Jura to the banks of Lake JLeman, 
are ftiil difcernible ; and many monuments 
of antiquity have been difcovered near the 
Baths of Baden, which were known to the 
Romans in the time of Tacitus. 

In paffing over the mountainous parts of 
this country, a traveller is ftruck with ad
miration, to obferve rocks that were for
merly barren, now planted with vines, 01 
abounding with luxuriant pafture ; and to 
mark the traces of a plough along the fides 
of precipices fo fteep, that a horfe could not 
even mount them without much difficulty. 
The feet of the mountains, and fometimes 
alio the fummits, are covered with vine
yards, corn-fields, and pafture-grounds. 
Other parts are dreary, confifting almoft en
tirely of barren and inacceffible rocks, fome 
of which are continually covered with fnow 
and ice ; and the vallics between them ap
pear like fo many fmooth frozen lakes. In 
Ibmc parts there is a regular gradation from 
(fxtreme wildnefs to high cultivatiozi; 

in 
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in others, the tranfitions are abrupt an4 
finking. In fhort, Swit:5erland abounds 
with the moft pi6lurefque fccnes that can be 
ino^ined ; and every diftrid in this country 
prcTents the traveller with fome natural cu-
yiofity, in the fhape of vC'ild but beautiful 
profpeds. 

Geneva, though under the prote£lion of 
the Helvetic body, is an independent re
public. This city is fituated upon the afflux 
of the Sthine from the fine lakeof Geneva. 
Jt t* well built and fortified, and contains 
twenty-four thoufand inhabitants, moft of 
"whom are Calvinifts, ' It is celebrated for 
the learning of the profeflbrs of its uuiver' 
fity, and the good government of its col
leges, the purity of its air, and the polite-
nefs pf its inhabitants. At Ferney, a villa 
in the neighbourhood of this city, I liad firfl: 
the pleaiure of feeing the celebrated Mon-
fieur Voltaire, with whom, upon invita
tion, I pafTed almoft a whole week. On 
this occafion I muft relate to you the fol
lowing anecdote. 

One day afterdinner as we were fpeaking 
pf the beauties of the lake of Geneva, Voj?-
taire, with that facetious vivacity which dif-

tinguiflied 



LET. X v n . ] SWITZERLANO. t ^ 

tinguiflied him, defired that I would pro
duce four lines of Engli(h poetry in praife of 
that fubjpft. l i e faid he fhould not confine me 
to the attitude of Lucilius, jlans pede in uno^ 
but that I fhould have only two minuto«^or 
performing the talk ; and he appointed his 
amiable and fprightly niece to be arbitrelb of 
the tranfaiSlion. She was to oive die fig-
nal when the period commenced, as well 
as to announce its expiration. For this 
pnrpofe, taking from her iide an elegant 
gold watch, Ihe laid it down upon the table. 
Her politenefs induced her to protraft the 
entre-tems, for, I believe, about a minute. 
She then gave the fignal ; when he plea-
Jaatly called out to her, comptez a un mo
ment. Before the two minutes were ex
pired, I produced the two following couplets, 
of which your candour will judge with the 
indulgence due to an extempore. 

Freedom's retreat! O facred lake renown'd. 
Whom Nature's fclf with Alpine fame has crown'd, 
Gene\'a,, hail I too great for feeble lays, 
Voltaire alone can celebrate thy praife. 

He read it with apparent fatisfa61ion, 
and taking me by the hand, fdid, envei 

rite 
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rit^y Mon/ieur', a merveilles ! Then adding, 
that it was too good not be tranflatpd into 
French, for the pleafure of the company, 
lie i^t about writing with a pencil the fol
lowing Yerdon ; in which I need not tell 
you, hff ingenioufly fupprefled the compli
ment I had paid him. 

" O Lac (acre, Geneve ! dc k liberte la borne, 
" Que la nature meme des plus grands honneurs 

" erne, 
" Ce n'eft pas a moi a chanter ta louange; 
" llfaudroitpourcelalatrompette d'unarchange," 

The whole, I think, and particularly 
the lafl line, is highly charafteriftic of his 
manner. 

Kothin? can be more delightful to a tra-
veller than the fummer months in Switzer
land ; and the beauties of the country are 
heightened by the agreeable charadler of the 
inhabitants, who arc dlftingui^fed by a na
tive fimplicity of manners, and an open un-
afFefled frankncfs. Even the common 
people are far more intelligent than the 
fame rank of tnen in moft other countries; 
and, belides an air of general content and 
feitisfaiSion, they difcover in their houfes» 

their 
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their perfons, and their drcis, a cleaiilinefs 
not to be found in the ueighbourintr na-
tions, which are under a defpotic govern
ment. On the M'hole, } cannot but ap
prove the tafte of thofe who refort w this 
favoured country for the enjoymeflt of pun-
air, dehghtful fcenes, cheapnefs of Hving, 
and the rational pleafures of fociety. On 
all thefe accounts, my friend Mr. Gibbon 
had a great attachment to Switzerland. 

o 

P. S. Before clofing this letter, I have 
the mortification to learn, that the Swifs 
have fubmitted to the imperious dictates of 
the French. Their behaviour on this oc-
cafion is far from corrcfponding to their 
former valour and magnanimity ; but their 
union and firmnefs were previoufly weak
ened by the cmifTaries and principles of that 
infatuated people ; and now the riches of 
the country, whatever they are, will be
come the fpoil of the invaders. 

L E T T E R 
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I NSTEAD of ci-offiyg the Alps at pre-
lent, 1 Ihall direct my courfe towards the 
Pyrenees, and pafs from a land where li
berty reigned triumphant, to the gloomy 
regions o[ a defpotifm, equal, if noC 
greater in feverity, to any that ever exi t 
ed. You will anticipate, from my circum
locution, that I mean the kingdom of Spain. 
With hoVv ftriking a contrail does this 
tranfition prefent me ! In Switzerland, 
the hihabitants tiave furmouiited, by induf-
try, every olSftrudion which foil'; fituation, 
and climAte, had thrown in their "way ; 
while in Spain, a fatal indolence has ren
dered inefFedual all the local advantacres of 
th(C co\intfy. The former have refcued 
from bafrennefs the very rocks, and the 
fummits of nwuntains; the latter abandons 

to 
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to fterility large traas of plains, which arc 
capable of high cultivation. Such, how
ever, is the natural fertility of Spain, ih ma
ny places, that it produce's, almpft fponta-
neoufly, the richeft and moft ^clicious 
fruits that are to be found in France and 
Italy; fuch as oranges, lemons, prunes, 
citrons, almonds, raifins, and figs : at the 
fame time that their wines, particularly fack 
and Iherry, are in high requeft among 
other nations. Even lugar-canes thrive 
in this country ; and it yields fafFron, ho
ney, and filk, in gieat abundance. No 
country produces a greater variety of 
aromatic herbs, which renders the tafle of 
their kids and flieep exqulfitely delicious. 
Some of the mountains of Spain are cloathed 
with rich trees, fruits, and herbage, to the 
tops ; and Seville oianges noted all over the 
world. In fhort, few countries, as I have 
already intimated, are more indebted to 
nature than Spain, and lefs to iliduftry. 

This country however, is much iufeft-
cd with locufts. They have fometimes 
appeared in the ait in fuch numberi as to 
darken the Iky. Their fenfe of fmellirtg, 
it is faid, is fo delicate, that they eajx difco-

O vcr 
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ver a'corn-field, or n garden, at a coafider* 
able diftaiice; and which they will ravage 
almod in an inftaiit. Some travellers are 
of omnion, that the Spaniards, by timely at-̂  
tention,,might deftroy the eggs of thofe 
pernicious iure£ls, and thereby totally ex
tirpate them. 

The chief mountains in Spain are the Py
renees, which extend two hundred miles 
iu length, from the Bay of Bifcay to the 
Mediterranean. Over thefe mountains 
there are only five narrow paffagcs to 
France ; one of which, in particular, 
namely that which fcparates Roufillon from 
Catalonia, has been greatly improved. 
Here it formerly required the ftrength of 
thirty men to fupport, and nearly as many 
uxeu to drag up_ a carriage, which four 
horfes uow do with eafe. The Cantabriati 
mountains are a kind of continuation of the 
Pyrenees, and reach to the Atlantic Ocean, 
iuuth of Cape Finiftcrre, No Briton 
is unacquainted with Mount Calpe, now 
called the Hill of Gibraltar,' and in an-
xieut times, one of the pillars of Hercules. 

But among the mountains of S^ i^ , 
Montferrat is one of the mofl: remarkabl* 

la 



in thfc worM for fittiatbn, compofitioa, 
and Ihape. It ftands in a vaft plain, about 
thirty tniles from Barcelona, and nearly in 
the centre of the principality of CatEjonia. 
It is called by the inhabitants of ttee diftrift 
Monte SerradOj which lignifies a cut ot 
fawed monntain, and it is fo called fi om its 
extraordinary and fingnlar form* For it is 
fo broken and fubdivided, and fo crowned 
with an infinite number of cones, that 
viewed at a diftance, it has the appearance 
of being artificial; but upon a nearer ap
proach, of being evidently thd produftioa 
of nature. Each of the conical fummits 
appears then of itfelf a mountain ; and the 
whole compofe an enormous mafs, about 
fourteen miles in circumference, and com
puted to be in height three thoufand three 
hundred feet. It is a fpot fo admirably 
adapted fortretirement and contemplation, 
that it has, for many ages, been inha
bited by monks and hermits, Whofe firft 
vow is never to forfake it. There is ere£ted 
on. the mOUSitain a convent, dedicated to 
ouj- Lady of Montferrat, to which pilgrim^ 
coti^ftantly re fort from the fartheft parts of 

O 2 Europe. 
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Europe. ^11 the ftoor who came thither 
are fed gratis for three days, and all the fick 
recei\^ed into the hofpital. Sometimes, on 
particular fcftivals, {cvea thoufand perfons 
arrive in one day ; but people of condition 
pay a reafonable price for what they cat. 
On different parts of the mountain arc a 
number of hermitages, all of which have 
their litlle chapels, ornaments for faying 
mafs, water-cifterns, and mofl of them 
little gardens. The inhabitants of one of 
ihcfe hermitages, which is dedicated to St. 
Jiciiato, has the privilege of making an 
annual entertainment on a certain day^'to 
\vhichall the other hermits are invited; 
when they receive the facrament from the 
hands of the mountain vicar, and after di
vine fcrvicc dine together, They meet 
alfb at this hermitage, on the days of the 
faints to whom their fcveral, hermitages 
are dedicated, to lay mafs, and converfe 
with e.ich other. At all other times they 
live in a very reclufe mannqr, perform va
rious penances, and adhere to very rigid 
rule? of abilinence, nor do they ever e ît 
flcOi, They are not permitted to jkeep 
u'jtmn their walls either dog, cat, bird, or 

any 
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any living creature, left their attentioti-
fliould be drawn from heavenly to earthly' 
aiFediions. 

I made enquiry with re%e6l to the lon
gevity of thofe monaftic inhabitartfs of 
Montferrat ; and I was told that moft of 
them live to a great age. This, doubtlefs, 
is owing not only to their habitual tempe
rance, but to the purity of the air, which 
in this fituation cannot but be highly fa-
lubrious. 

The rivers of Spain are the Duero, the 
Tayo, or Tagus, the Guadiana, Cuadal-
quiA'er, the Ebro, and the,. Tinto. The 
laft of thefc is fo named from giving a tinge 
to its waters, which aie as yellow as a to
paz, hardening the fand, and petrifying ib 
in a furprizing manner. If aftone happens 
to fall in, and reds upon another, they be
come in a year's time perfedly unit^ed. 
This river Vithers all the plants on its 
banks, as well as the roots of trees, whicll 
it dies of the fame colour as its waters. No 
£{h live in its flream. It kills worms ia 
cattle when given them to drink ; but ift 
general, no animals will drink out of this 
liver, ei£cepti»g goats., the fleih of which, 

neverthelefs. 
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ilevcrthekfs, has an exctllent flavour, 
Thefe fing«lai properties continue till 
Other rivulets lun into it, and alter its 
nature. 

Spiin abounds'hoth in metals and mine
rals. I^he Spanifli iron, next to that of 
Damafcus, furnifhes the beft arms in the 
world, and in former times brought in a vaft 
revenue to the crown. Even to this day, 
Spanifh gun-barrels, and fwords of To
ledo, are highly valued. In ancient times, 
Spain was cebbrated for gold and filver 
mines, The latter was in fuch plenty, 
that Strabo informs us, that when the Car
thaginians took pofleffion of Spain, their 
domeftic and agricultural utenfils were 
6f this metal. Thofe mines have now dif-
appeared ; but whether by their being ex-
haufted, or through the indolence of the in
habitants in not working them is uncertain. 

The Spanifli horfes, efpecia'lly thofe of 
Andalufia* are thought to be the handfomeft 
of any in Europe, and at the fame time 
very 1"Wift. The country like wife fur-
Biihes mules and-black cattle; and is fa
mous for the ferocity of its wild bulls. 
Wolves are the cSief bea£|s of prey that 

pefter 
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peAer Spain, which is well ftorted with^H 
the game tod wild fowl ufual in other 
countries. Sheep are i© fuch - plenty in 
Spain, efpecially in the novtheru parts, that 
according to lome late informaclonif the 
number of Ihepherds amount to forty thou-
fand. 

Hiftory aflures us, that in the time of Ju
lius Caefar, there were iu Spain nolefsthan 
fifty millions of fouls. Before the difco-
very of America, in 1492, the number 
was computed at twenty millions. This 
difcovery however drained the kingdom of 
almoft half its inhabitants j to which n*' 
tional lofs was added the expuhion of a 
million of Moors, about the fame period, 
with another million in 1610 and i6i2» 
At prefent, it is computed, that the num
ber of perfons who are of age to receive 
the facraments, is about fix millions aad a 
half. But in this computation there are 
included fixty-feven thoufand monks, and 
)ialf that number of nuns, who are a ufelefs 
burden upon the ftate. Including children, 
it is probable, that the whole inhabitants <ai 
the kingdom do not amount by fcveral mil-* 
lionpf to the nwmber at which they were 

•rated 
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rated in the beginning of tfie laft ceiitOfT} 
an evident proof of the declining ftate of 
this otice powerfvjl monarchy. 

The Spaniards arc remarkable for enter-
taitiKig ideas of felf-importance beyond that 
•of any other nation ; but this pride, how
ever jidiculous, is not without its good ef
fects. It infpires them fo much with ftn-
timents of honour, that a Spaniih noble
man, gentleman, or even trader, is feldom 
guilty of a mean a<5tioft»4 But the common 
pfec^le rtvho live on the coafls, partake of 
ail the bad quahties that are to be found in 
cjtiicr nations ; of which, indeed, they arc, 
for the moft part, a motley aifembldge. 

After all that has been faid of the Spa-
ni(h ladies, their beauty reigns chiefly in 
their novels and romances, which are filled 
with extravagance on this fuhjeft. The 
country doubtlefs produces fome as fine wo
men as any in the world ; but beauty by no 
means forms their general character. In 
their perfons they are commonly tall and 
fkader j^but they are {aid to employ much 
art m fupplying the defeats of nature. Their 
indjfcriminate ufe of paint, not only upon 
their faces, but their necks, arms, and 

hands, 



liand«,-'timioubt«t4ly injures their Com* 
plexion, and flif^Vek thefltin- It is, how* 
ever, generally admitted, that thfry have a 
great deal of wit and viwcity. The Spa
niards, among their many good <][ua t̂ies« 
are rennarkablc for iobiiety in eafmg and 
drinking. They frequently breakfaft, as 
well as fup, in bed. Their breakfaft is 
ufually chocolate, tea or coffee beibg fel-
dom drank. Both fexes ufually ilecp after 
dinner, and take ihe air in the cool of the 
evenings. Dancing is fo much their favo
rite entertainment, that it is no uncom
mon thing to fee a grandmother, mother, 
and daughter, all in the fame country 
dance. 

I did not fee the Fandango, which is 
faid to refemble a dance at Otaheite, as de-
fcribed by the voyagers ; but it prevails only 
among the lower kuid of people. 

The ufilal time for their vifits, as in 
other hot countries, is the evening. At this 
time the men meet abroad in public places 
of refort, and the ladies vifit each other at 
their houfes, where the floors of the apart
ments are covered with rich carpets, and 
cushions of fUk or velvet; they yet retain^ 

ing 
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ing the cuftom of the Mocrs <?f fitting on 
the floor. They never a^drcls one another 
hy any digiuguifhing titie, as, your high-
n€f$, your grace,, &c. but the t i tk of <&«*« 
is gi^en to ladies of every rank. Thofc of 
diftin<aibn, however, pay their vifits in 
great ftate. They are carried in a chair 
by four men, of whom the two foremoft 
zve uncovered. Two others attend as a 
guard, and a feventh carries a lantern-. A 
coach drawn by mules immediately follows, 
cpntainieg her women, and another the 
upper male domeftics, feveral menial fer-
vants walking after. The whole procef-
fion is very flow, conformable to the 
gravity of the people. Few coaches, ex
cept the king's, are drawn by horfes, 
though haidiy any countiy affords a finer 
breed for the purpofe. 

Every town in Spain has a large fquare 
for the purpofe of exhibiting bull-fights. 

As I believe you have never feen any of 
thofe fpe^acl^s, I prefent you with an ac
count of one which occurred to my obier-
vation in paffing through Spain. 

On the fpot where any of thoft: are ex* 
hibitf d, fc^ffolds are previouily ere^ed CPf 

the 
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the fpedlatoFB, sadi tfae bcafts are (hut up la 
^ l l s , made as dark as po0ibk, to rcndet 
them the fiercer on the day of iat t le . Ev^rf 
thing being ready, the bulls remained to 
be driven acrofs the area from the ftabies in 
which they were confined, to a fmfller, be
hind the amphitheatre, where they were 
to be kept apart from each other. The firft 
fliable was almoft clofe to the amphitheatre, 
and a wall of boards fix feet high was fut 
up on eJch lide of the way by which tho 
bulls were to pafs. At a quarter paft four 
in the afternoon, ten bulls were let into 
the area, in order to be put into the flabl« 
at the oppofite door; a man on foot lead
ing before them a tame ox, which had been 
bred with the bulls, to decoy them into 
thofe receptacles. Three combatants on 
horfe-back placed themfelves at fome dif-
tance, one on each fide of, and the other 
oppofite to'the door at which the bull was 
to enter. A trumpet was then founded, as 
a fignal to let in a bull, and tl^e man who 
opened the door got behind it immediately. 

During a quarter of an hour preceding 
this period, the bulls had been teazed by 
pricking th^m in the back, This is ^ n e 

by 
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by perfons placed on the cieling of the fta-^ 
bles, which was Ipvv, and conftruiSed ia 
fuqh a manner as to afford convenience for 
the operation. The bulls were diftinguifh-
ed bj^a fmall knot of ribband fixed to their 
Ibouldeft. 

The bull made direftly at the firft horfe-
man, who received it on the point of his 
Ipear, held in the middle tight to his fide, 
and paffing under his arm-pit. This wea
pon making a wide gafli in the bulfs fhoul-
d€r» occafioned it to draw back, the blood 
in the mean time rufhing out in a torrent. 
The force with which the bull attacked the 
man was fo gjeat, that the fliockhad nearly 
overfet both him and his horfc. 

A frefti bull now entered the amphithe
atre, where it flared about, frighted by the 
clapping and hallooing of the multitude^ 
It then rnu fucceffively againfl the two 
other combatants on hoifcback', and from 
each received a deep wound. A fignal was 
;iow given with the trumpet for the horle-
men to retire ; and the men on foot began 
their attack, who ftryck barbed darts into 
every part of the animal's body. The, 
trumpet' ag^in founding, the; matador ap

peared. 



geared, carrying in his left hand a cloak 
extended on a ftiort ftick, and in his right 
a two-edged fword, the blade of which was 
flat, four inches broad, jftid a yard long. 
At the moment when the bull ran |^nTouflj 
at him, he plunged his fword into its neck, 
behind the horns, by which it inftantly fell 
down dead. If the matador miffcs his aim, 
and cannot defeiid himfclf with the cloak, 
he is almoft furc to lofe his life, as th« 
cxafpcrated animal exerts its remaining 
ftrensrth with almofl: incredible furv. The 
dead bull was immediatclv draa;ecd ovit of 
the area by three horfes on a full gallop, 
whofe traces were faftened to its horns. 

Another bull was then let in, more furi
ous than the former. The horfcman mifled 
his aim, and the bull thrulT: his horns into 
the horfe's belly. The latter becoming 
ungovernable, the rider was obliged to dif-
mount and abandon it to the bull, which 
pvnrfued it round the area, till at laft the 
horfe fell, and expired. Four other horfes 
were fucceflively killed by this bull, which 
oiily received flight wounds, till the laft of 
the horfes kicked its jaw to pieces. One of 
the horfemeii broke his fpear in the bull's 

neck. 
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©eck, and the horfe and rider fell to the 
ground, when the latter ia-eaking his log^ 
was carried off. The footmen then fet to 
work again, anid aftei"wards the matador 
put ^ i end to his life. The third bull killed 
two horfes by goring them in the belly. 
On this occafion, ten bulls were maffacred, 
and the fpeiftacle concluded in two hours 
and a half. The bulls flefli was immedi
ately fold to the populace at ten quartos a 
pound, which amounts to about three 
pence. 

The Romans Were not more delighted 
with the combats of the gladiators and wild 
beafls, than the Spaniards are with thofe en* 
tertainments, which are, however, of late 
years, become far lefs frequent than for
merly. 

Another diverfioii almoft peculiar to the 
people of this nation, is that of ferenading 
their miftrefles. It is performed either 
with vocal or ioftrumental muiic, the latter 
of which is extremely rude. In this amufe-
naent, however^-there is hardly a young fel* 
low whoipends not the beft part of the night, 
though perhaps aIaK}ft utterly unacquahited 

with 
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with the kdy to w&om the complimeitt^^it 
paid. 

Spain has not produced learned men in 
proportion to the cxcelknfc capacities of its 
ntaitres ; but a few of the Spaniflii^vO^iters 
are diftinguifhed by extraordinary merit. 
The Tncmorable Cervantes, the author of 
D(Mi Quixote, does immortal honour to th« 
country, by his humorous fatire, which had 
the happy effe<^ 'of exploding the ridiculous 
fpirit of knight-errantry, that univerlally 
prevailed in that nation. This extraordi
nary man was born at Madrid, in r549. 
He enlifted in a ftation little fuperior to 
that of a common foldier, and at laft died 
negleftcd, after fighting bravely for his 
countfy at the battle of Lepanto, in which 
he loft his left hand. He was in prifon for 
debt, when he compofed the firft part of 
his biftory. 

Quevedo is alfo well known for his Vi-
fiotts, and fomc other produSions of the 
humorous and fatirical kind. He was 
contemporary with Cervantes, and equally 
excelled in verfe and profe. Poetry appears 
to have been cultivated in Spain at an early 
period ; I mean, however, pofterior to the 

time 
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time of .thfit'Romans, t}j©\^h- Uiider'tfeeti!! 
there were feveral Latin poets in Spain.r 
Mit^v the Saracens had ifettled in this king-
^iiv» they introduced iato it their own laii-
g«ag^,^religion, and literature; and-the 
oriental ftyle of poetry then very generally 
prevailed. The Spaniards had before this 
epoch addicted themfelves much to Roman 
literature.; but abandoning that purfuit, 
ibeir tafle ran fo much towards oriental 
productions, that they could write Arabic 
With remarkable purity, and compofed 
verfes in that language with as much flu
ency and elegance as the Arabians tbem-^ 
felyes. About this time alfo the Spanifli 
Jews made a confiderable figure in litera-
ratufe; , for the purpole of promoting 
V'hich, they brought over men of learning 
ifom Babylon, where they maintained aca-' 
demies at their own expcnce. The Spa-* 
nifh Jews had alfo flourifhing fchook at 
Seville, CJiranada, and Toledo; fromwheirct^ 
arofc tk^ nuj^aerous Hebrew proverbs, and 
modes ofi i^eesfa, thstf hav«^ crept into the 
Caftilian ia»gyag6, and form a coo%icuou» 
p r t of its phraseology. 

The 
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The Spaniih writers alfo boaft of thdt 
Troubadours as fer'feack as the twelfth or 
thirteenth centuries? the Proven9al and 
Galician dialeds being then very prevalent. 
Many other Spanish poets, fince tha< time, 
have gained confiderable reputations but 
the moft diftinguiflied dramatic poet of this 
country was Lopez de Vega, who was con
temporary with our Shakefpcare, His works 
difcover an imagination aftonifhingly fer* 
tile, but not fufficiently reftrained within 
the bounds of probability. He indeed 
wrote too niuch to be correft. His lyric 
compofitions, and fugitive pieces, with his 
profe eflays, form a coUeftion of fifty vo
lumes, befides his dramatic works, which 
amount to twenty-fix volumes more ; ex-
clufivc of four hundred fcriptural dramatic 
pieces, called in Spain ^utos Sacrament ales. 
His genius, fuch as it was, he exerted 
with ifldcfatigabie induftry; and this qua
lity appears predominant in«icvcral other 
Spaaifh .writers. Teftitus, a theologift of 
that nation, was the moft vi^luminous that 
ever wrote ; but his works have long been 
diftinguiflied only by their extraordinary 
bulk. Herrera, and Solis, in paitifcular, 
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with ft, fmr fi^r, ifft'Mnf iiave d i ^ y e d 
hiftoi'icali ^fa^ics ; but at pre£e^ a tafte 
|bf Utfî ptUfe of aoykitid, isiar {mm being 
prdfaifint in Spain. There arc, however, in 
^hisccfmtry, juo lefs tha{a|wenty-four uai-
veriitieSf the chief of wh^h is Salamaoca, 
founded by Alphonfua, king of Leon, in the 
year 1200. 

Some Spaniards hav« likewife diftin* 
guifhed thcmfelves in archite<Sture, fculp-
ture, and painting; of which arts we meet 
with maoyexcelleut fpecimens in the cities 
and palaces, particularly the Elcuriai* 

Spain contains feverai antiquities, both of 
Roman and Mooriih origiiit** Near Sego
via, a grand aquedudt, ereded by Trajan, 
extends over a deep valley between two 
hills, and is fupported by a double row of 
a hundred and fifty-two arches. Other 
Koman aquedufls, theatres, and circi, are 
to be foand at Terrago, Mtd ^Aifftrewt parts 
of Spain. Near the city of Salamsoiea are 
^ remaim of a Romjaa way, pavtd with 
l$i^e iim Dt(m«f; it e x ^ n ^ M Menda, 
aad was ^cn€«e conttoued to Seville. At 
T«jlti*aif «fnt̂  the metropoik ofSpaifli fcre 
ttie'lMKitv»«of Mi old Romi^ thi^lte# 

which 



which is now oim^fJte^ in|6 « e^thedral. 
The roof is f u p ^ t ^ h^y thref kundred aad 
fifty pillars of fiat' in«rWc< ia 1»a rows, 
forming eleven aiflcs, in'which are threes 
hiftidrcd And fixty-fjx a l t ^ . And ^Jt^eaty^ 
four gates ; every part being richly Sdorned 
with the moft noble and coftly oroamcuts* 
At Martorel, a town fome miles from Bar
celona, there is a very high bridge, built in 
17^8, out of the rUina of a decayed one, 
which had been ere^ed by Hannibal, and 
•xifted 1985 years* At the north end is a 
triumphal aich, or gate-way, faid to have 
been raifedby that general, in honour of his 
father Hamikar. It is ftill ahax^ entire* 
well proportioned JUid fittiple. without any 
kind of orflament, except a rim or two o£ 
hewn ftone. In the neighbourhood of 
Murviedro, the ancient Saguntum, arc 
fome remains of a Homan theatre, an exatS 
femiciircle^ *^bo»it eighty two yards in dMt* 
meter* Some of the galleries are cut out 
of a £bdid rock. 

Aixux^ ilaMllltfotHriih anti<|uitie9 in Spaifl« 
the moft difl^guiOiedt as well as the tnoA 
CQCirei» the foyai palace of the Alfaambr ĵi 
«l4^aiiftda. i i was buUi in xaitf, by the 
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f«cond ^ModiriAf kiq^g tuf sQfaiiada ; and iti 
J492,^#**.«afc€ri by th* S|»aiiiar<fe. Jt is 
ffttialS!^ «li a'hill, which is afceitded by^a 
rmd; bordered ^ i th hedges of double or 
intper^«i myrtles, anfd'MWsof elm*. On 
this hill, within the walls of the Alhambra 
the Emperor, Charles V, began a new pa^ 
lace in 1568, which was never finifhed, 
though the fliell of it remains. It is built 
of yellow ftone. The outfide forms a fquare 
of a htmdred and ninety feet. * The infidc 
confiftff of a grand circular court, -with ^ 
portico of the Tufcan, and a gallery of the 
Doric order, each fuppotted by thirty-two 
co lumn^ made of as many fingle pieces of 
inarMe* The grand entrance is ornamented 
*v̂ ith columns of Jafper, on the pedeftals of 
ivhich afe the reprefentations of baattles, in 
marble baffo relievo. The Alhambra. itfelf 
is. a mafs of many houies, and towers wailed 
ro4an<f, ^aad built of l a r ^ itaties of di&nent 
idimcniio&s. Aim oil ^all the apartments 
have (lucco walls and cielings# fotti&Xirvedy 
J4»me paiivlsed, and olhe«$,^||i<.andfcovered 
»»ith'warimis fentences in the Ar]lJ>ic Ism-
guage**' 'i Wit^iia ^m feveral bath?, $hft wsiU 
Mmmt aiMfiQitlin^ of w]aiqh ar^ <4.V^^ 

marble. 



marble. The i^anieitft abound witibtunAge 
and lemon trees, ^lemttgranatesy and mjir^ 
fles. At the end ei iJieWairdcs^s >is anotbet 
palaice called Generaliph, fitualrod on a more 
elevated ftation than the AlhambraJ^ From 
the balconies of this paiaoe is «n« oi the 
iineft profpcda I ever bdield, over the 
whole fertile plain of Granada ; bounded 
by the fnowy mooatains. The Moors to 
this day regret the lofs of Graaada,'ai»d ft^l 
offer up prayejis to God for the recovery d 
the city. Many other noble monunfcnts, 
creded in the Moorifli times, remain in 
Spain, fome of them in tolerable prcferva* 
tion, and others exhibitiivg fup^%ruins 

Spain is not remarkable for natural curi-
ofities ; but a royal cabinet of natural hif-
tory was opened at Madrid, for the ufc of 
the public, by the King's order in 1775* 
Every thing in this repofitouy is ranged with 
iieatnefs and elegai^ce, but the mllc^vm of 
birds and beafts, at prefeut ia- mHi l̂ x̂ gct 
The cabinet contains many. fp^iosteos <Sf 
Mexican an^ileruvian vafes and uteniils, 
which evince that the arts had made coa> 
liderabk progrefs in thofe countries. 

In 
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in btowtiig^^i the rock «f Gibraltar^ 
many ]^af»e(^ hoim and teet^ have been 
fym^.ttyBottpxratcA with the fton«; fome 
9f ŝ̂ shicfa' have been brought to Engkud^ 
»i4 depo^tisd in the Britilh Miifeukn. On 
the weft fide of- the motintain, is the cav6 
called St. Michael's^ eldVefl hundred and 
ten feet above the horizon. Many pillars 
of various fi»c8, fome of them two feet iti 
diamif!l«r̂  iMtve been formfed in it by the 
^fppfangs* of water wtiioh have peiri-
6 ^ •!«* feiiing. The water perpetuallj 
d̂ rops from the roof̂  and forms an inHiiite 
fiiitnbep p£ 0zi^itx, of z whitifh coloMr^ 
compofed*®f feveral coats or crufts, and 
^hicfa, as well as the pillars, continually 
tt%cr£aie> in bttlk. 

Aft<er furv«ying fo much of Spain in my 
pi^ibtit letter, 1 jfhall fufpend the farther 
i^coutit of that kingdom till my next; atid 
in the totem tii«e cnpy the hofpk^le «sn» 
terminitteiltaflbfdicd to d Briti^ travelleir o^ 
Ibe «»^ebt>i»^ fpot bf Gibiftilar. 

LETTER 



hzr. xau}' -mMK, a^^^ 

amisswmmisuswx: 

L E T T E R XfX. 

N my progrtsli tfwough Spaini I ftbj^ed 
ftVeral weeks in the capital of t b c king
dom, Madrid, which by means of the im
provements made lately in point of cleanli-
nef^, is now become a much more com-
fortable refidetice than formerly/when the 
Weather is not too Hot. This city is envi^ 
roned, at fome diftance, with very lofty 
mountains, the liimmits of which are fre
quently covered with fnow, as they were 
dtiiirig a pjrt of my excurfiori. It is fur-
roxinded by a mud "wiil, and cofttains abdOt 
thre* hundred thoufand inhabiWrtk The 
ftrects are fpaciotis and handfdtne, and {t 
is now weflpa-#d and lighted. The houfes 
are of brick, and laid out more for flicw 
than convenlency. For one mxitt^enerallv 
pafs throQgh two or three large apattments 

of 
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of no u£:̂  to come «t % fmail room at the 
end, wbftnir4^c ff rialy^i* The windows, 
bcfi4«i having ajoalcony, are grated with 
ifoo bars, particularly the I'̂ wef range, and 
£>met\t^es all the reft; fo that the houfes 
m general look more like prifons, than the 
habitations of-peoplc at their liberty. Se
parate families commonly inhabit the fame 
houfe, as in Paris, and Edinburgh. Fo-
reigOcfl̂ ŝ  are often much diftrefled for lodg
ings, at Madrid, as the Spaniards are not 
fond ;of receiving ftrangers into theii' 
Jioufes, eff^cially when known to be pro-
teilants. . ,Provifions here are cheap» bjjt 
i;i the wfeole city there is neither tavern 
nor coffefi.*boufe, and the only newfpaper ii 
the Ma4rid Gazette, the perufal of which 
caii afford very little entertainment. 

,Xhe royal palace ftands on an emiiience, 
Qtt the weft fide of the gity. It is a fpaciotis 
jia4 msigui^ceat, ftru<£tHre,„ coiififtiog of 
three c^urtA, and convoaaiid® a beautiful 
prQ|"pf^.,^JBach qf tljc fronts is fpur hun<r 
dredwd^^veijkty feet in leiagtJji* ̂ n̂d a. hun
dred. hi^h.„ ,,Wo ̂ palace ip Jpuropc is .fitted 
wp mojr̂  ffbpefhly. The great audience 
fibtarobertsahundjred.aud twejity feetlo«g, 

and 
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imi^ hvmig wsda crimfbn velvet ricbly «ra* 
itftiyered with goM» It Is ofnamented alio 
Hrith twelve looking glallM, each ten feet 
h ^ h , and witb twelve tables of the fincft 
S{»aniih marble. The other royal j»^laccs 
round the capital are defigned for hunting-
feats, or houfes of retirement for the royal 
family. The chief of thefe are Baen Re-
tiro, Cih. del Campo, Aranjuez,'and St; 
Ildefonzo. The ^rik two are not confjiiA 
cuous, and Buen Retiro is now ftripj)ed of 
all its heft pi6lures and furniture. The pa-
l ^ e of Aranjuez itfelf is rather an elegant 
than a magnificent building, bait its gar
dens are extremely delightful. Mere is alfo. 
a park many leagues round, cut acrofs iix 
different parts, by alleys of two, three, and 
even fou|: miles extent. Each of thefe aî * 
leys is formed by two double rows of ehn-
tree»«oft each fide, {which a^ord a very 
agreeable ikgtde in the fummsf oiontiis; 
The. alleys ale wide enough lo admit of 
four coaches abreafl; and betweeai ea t^ 
double roW'ih^^ is a nartow chaaael, 
thnxigh wMeh ruus a ftrcara o£ water. . M 
the iaterveniiag fpaces of tiie, park, these 
i^e thick groves of fmallef tssm <^ varioul 

kinds; 
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]^inds;^j(llill#it3«i&»«b':Df ieer maAi^iA 
boarft-vr^fldterdbed^ lit krge, i ^ i ^ ll«in»« 
\mAei$ hares, raipits, pheafants, partrit^e^-
dttd* Several other kinds «f birds. Tlie l i i 
vcr l^i^us runs througk this place, and Mi 
vides it into two unequal parts. The f>a* 
lace ftands in the centr&of this great park, 
and is partly furrounded by the 'gardens, 
which are exceedingly pieafent, and adorn
ed with fountains and ftatues. 

The palace of St. iWefonfo is built of 
brick,' plailered and painted, but no paix 
of the arcfaiteS.ure is agreeable. It is two 
ftories high, and the garden front has thir* 
ty-one windows, and twelve rooms in a 
iuitfl. The gardens ar* on «a fk>pe, on the 
top of which is a great refcrvoir of water, 
which fupplies the fountains, and is fur-
ni&ed by the torrents which fcmar dowtx 
the adjacent hills. In the gardens aretwcn-
tjn-lcvcn fountains. The ' bafons aws «C 
white marble, |ind mai^^ of the Aatues ai% 
admirable 

But tJie bi»&®f Spain is tit« Efeurial, om 
of the iai^eli «di6ces in 4ke world. It ii 
&nii to have be^n built byPhili^lI. of Spain; 
la coflfe(|ati»c* of a Vow he made %& Bt, 

Laurence, 



LET. XX3«4 'im^Ollh J i f 

ii*ttf«nce* befeeiA® battle of S L QoibltQ, 
Wi»c& was foogiA 0pi thf^ioth ©f Augufti 
X5^7. According to the ipanifli accounts, 
fix «aiilions of ducats wereexpeaoded upoa 
it* coiiflrvwElion, It confifts of feveia^oUrts 
and quadrangles, which altogether are <iif-
pofed in the (hape of a i^ridiron, the iaftru* 
ment of the martyTdom of St. I^urence. 
The building K an oblong fquare of fix 
hundred and forty feet by five hundred-and 
eighty. The height up to the roof is aH 
found fixty feet, except on the garden fide, 
where the ground is more taken away. At 
each angle is a f<|uare tower two hundred 
feet high. The number of windows in the 
weft front is two hundred, in the eafl: three 
hundred and fixty-fix. The orders em
ployed afe the Doric and Ionic; but the 
outward appearance of this vaft mafs is cx-
t-remely plain, and far from being gratify
ing to the view. With its towers, itnall 
windows, and fteep Hoping j'oc^, it cci'-
tainly exhibits an uncouth flyle of archi
tecture 5 iKrtwitMlanding whith, the4omes 
and the prodigious extent of its fronts, ren
der it a won<leirfoKy gra«d objcd. 

The 
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of this'VlKft coa^eiit, k large,- awful, jtbd 
jiftWy, but no* afFe^edly', ornameated. 
),1/he cupola is bold and light. The high 
,«ltar'I^conipored of rich marbles, agates, 
and jalpers, of great rarity, all of them the 
produce of Spain. Two magnificent Ca-
ta/u/quas fill up the fide arcades of this 
faiK^uary. On one, the «mperor Charles 
V. his wife, daughter,'and tWo lifters, are 
reprefentcd' in bronze, larger than lifa, 
.kneeling ; oppofite are the effigies of Philip 
II . and his two wives, of the fame mate
rials, and in the fame devout attitude. 

Uwd^neath is the "burial place of the 
royal - family, called the Pantiieou. This 
maufoleum is circular, thirty-fix feet dia*-
meter, and incrufted with fine marble, in 
an elegant taftc. The bodies of the kings 
.and queens lie in tombs of marble» in. 
niches, one above another. There are 
twency-iix t>f theie u ^ s , bW, as yet^jaly 
tbirteea are felled i the h% two kings, and 
all the c^e i^^ ' ^a t died waĵ tusut ifi^ie, be^ 
iiig hnf'm^ eljfewhere. The plan of thcfe 
fcpukhre* m grand, and executed with 9. 
princely magnificence ; but the whol« may 

ap-
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a|«pear too ligbti si|ii '?wo delkatelf i^sed 
u^ for the idea we aire apt^o form of a w* 
pofitfary of the dead.* 

The collection of pifhirfe difpofed about 
various parts of the church, &c. is ^ u a l , 
if not fuperior, to any gallery in Europe, 
e:!ccept that of Drefden. It was formed 
out of the fpoils of Italy, and the wafted 
cabinet of Charlses I. of England ; and con
tains fome of'the moft capital works of the 
greateft painters that have flouriihed fmcc 
the revival of the art. Amongft thefe is 
the celebrated Madonna del Pcfca of Ra
phael, one of the moft valuable piiStures in 
the world. The perfonages that compofe 
the fubjeft are, the Virgin Mary feated, 
with her fon in her arms. On her right 
the angel Raphael introduces Tobit, who 
kneeling prefents the fiCh, which gives 
name to the whole. On the other fide 
ftands St. Jtrome, in the habit of a cardi
nal, kneeling^ Aear a lion. 

Seville, the julia of the Romans, is n«M 
to Madrid, the largeft city in Spain, but is 
greatly decayed both in riches-and popular-
tion. The wa^ls appear to be oi MoortfSi 
conftfu^ion. The fubarb of Tiiana is re-

markable 



where, ill 14^11 the mquiftlii^n Wa^^^Wl 
e^bUfhed in Spain. The catl^edfal of t)»s 
c i ^ ia a fine Gothic building* with i cu-
i^as^ecpleor tower, reckoned the great«ft 
Cttriofity in Spain ; having at the top a 
moveable figure of a woman, called JLa 
Giralda, which turns round with the wind^ 
and is referred to in Don Quixote. The 
profpeft of the country round this city, be
held from the fteeple juflj- tidw mentioned, 
IS extremely delightful. 

Salamanca is a large, ancient, and po
pulous city, built on three hilh and two 
vallies. There are in it ten gates, and it 
contains twcnty-rfire churches. The river 
Tormes runs by this city, and has a bridge 
over it of twenty-five arches, built by the. 
Romans, and yet entire. 

Barcelona, formerly Barcino, is faid to 
have been ibunded by iiatntlcar Barcas. 
It is fituated on the Mediterfanean, fa»ng 
Minoira, aitd is one of the handfomeft el
ites in ^ a i t i , as well â  '«me of the moft 
fxjpulous. A Angular cuftom prievaijb hetp 
mt the &r& of Novomb^, l}»e «V« of All 
Souls. ThiPf rtm abon^' from kmife to 

houfe 



bcmfc to eat djefojits, believing, that v i th 
sxery cbefiiut they fwailow, with profier 
faith aad ^a£tien* they fHall deliver a foul 
oiitvpf purgatory, ' 

The interior cities of Spain, aii^ thofe 
oa the Mediterranean, are in general plea-
iant, but I cannot fay fo much for Cadiz, 
tke great emporium of Spanilh commerce. 
It flands on an ifland, feparated from the 
continent of Andalufia, by a very narrow 
arm of the fea# over which is a fortified 
bridge that joins it to the main land. The 
entrance into the bay is guarded by two 
forts. The houfes are lofty, with flat roofs, 
Mid moil of thcHi have a turret for a view 
of the fea ; but the ftreets are narrow, ill 
paved, and nafty, and during night ex
tremely infefted with rats. 

When fpeaking of Cadiz, I mufl inform 
you, that all along the coaft of Spain, there 
are watch-tow«i^ from mile to mile, with 
lights and guards during night ; fo that 
from Cadiz to Barcelona, and from Bilbos 
to Ferroi, the whole kingdom may be &M;m 
alarmed in cafe of an ii^vation. 

The aunuairevenue of Spain is e£liGn«>tf4 
lit from five to^eight millions &tiliag» .Tfac 

king 
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kins: has lifeewife a fiftli c fa l l tb<5. fiiv«r 
mines that ane w^ked in So&tli Amerioa ; 
but it is faid that wery little ©f this property 
ever comes into nis coffers. , The taxes are 
of Vati,ous kinds, and in the payment of 
tliefe the clergy and the military orders are 
exempted. 

In all the courts of Europe, a folemnity 
of behaviour is ufual in the royal prefence, 
and is affefted even by the fovereigns them-
felves ; but at Madrid I found it different 
from any thing I had formerly fecn. The 
Spanifh court, in this rcfpctS, partakes of 
the geueral chara6ler of the nation. Po-
litenef's is almoft entirely lofl in a flifTnefs 
of demeanour ; and in that of the royal fa-
'inily, there is an air of fupercilious ftate, 
by no means favourable to real dignity. 
3 u t amidft all this afTumed fuperiority, it 
is remarkable that this court is diflinguiflied 
by the toleration of one privilege, refpe^l-
Ing which the fovereigns in other countries 
have been peculiarly referved. The Spa
nifh ivobiiity, who aie unmixed with the 
Moorifh blood, are denominated Hidalgo, 
«nd arc divided into princes,' dukes, mar-
i^uiffes, and other inferior titles. Such aa 

are 



^pe created gfandees, may fiahd covered 
before the king,- and \ r e treated wkh 
princely diftinftions, Befi^^es thelt% certain 
other dignitaries, both in church and ftatc, 
are allowed the enjoyment of the iKme in
vidious privilege. 

W i t h all the external pomp of royalty^ 
the Spaniih monarch muil: appear at this 
moment in a very degrading fituation. 
Conncded with the ro\al family of Frnncc 
by the clofeft ties of confanguinity, he en
tered into a folemn treaty with great Bri
tain and other pou crs, to take up arms 
a^ainft the failion which had ovcrturhcd 
the sTovcrnment in that country. He Jiad 
not long perfevered in this t u i n , when 
changino his meafurcs, he not onlv rc-
nounced his engagement, but even entered 
into a confederacy with thofc regicides, 
againrt: his former ally. Tergivcrfatiou is 
a bafenefs, not unfrequent with fovcreign 
powers; but that of his Mofl Catholic Ma-
jefty is, like his apoftolical title, in the fu-
perlative degi'ec. " He a£ls in conceit with 
the French republicant, againft all the unit
ed motives of honor, inclination, and inte-
j-eft. His treafury, as deftitutc ofriches, as 

Q his 
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his councils of wifdom and magnanimity^ 
he profecutes a wpr immediately pernicious 
to the comnlereqf oHiis kingdom, and ulti-
4nately, even if fuccefsful, fatal to the 
exiftence of his crown. The eventual efta-
Wiftiment of the prefent French govern* 
ment would operate as an incentive to re
volution in all the provinces of Spain 5 
and the degraded ftate of that monarchy 
would not a little facilitate the change. 

L E T T E R 
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L E T T E R XX. 

QUITTING a kingdom, declined from 
its grandeur through ruinous inr^policy, I ftep 
next into one which has long, if not always, 
been inconfiderable from its natural weak-
nefs ; namely, that of Portugal, the an
cient Luntania of the Romans. The laft 
objeft we viewed in Spain, was the mo
narch tottering upon his throne; and here 
we are prefented with a Similar profpeft of 
the viciffitudes of human grandeur, though 
from a caufe fuperior to the fagacity or 
prevention of mortals. But enough of this 
melancholy fubje£t. 

The air of Portugal, efpecially about 
Lifljon, is foft and genial, but the foil, in 
general, is not equally favorable to the pro
duction of com with that of Spain. The 
fruits, however, arc the fame as in the lat-

0^2 tcr, 
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ter, though not fo highly flavotired. The 
face of this country is mountainous, or ra
ther rocky, for t ^ uwrnatains aw: generally 
barren. The chief rivers are thofe of Spain, 
all of which runuing weftward, fall into 
the Atlantic Ocean. Amonsr thefe the Ta-
gus, or Tayo, was anciently celebrated for 
its golden fand. 

Lifbon, the-capital of Portugal, is beau
tifully fituatcd on the north banks of the 
Tagus, in the form of a crefcent. Though 
a great part of it was ruined by an earth
quake in 1755, it ftill contains many mag
nificent palaces, churches, and public 
buildings ; and is defcrvedly accounted the 
greateft port in Europe, next to London 
and Amfterdam. 

IJkc Rome, it is built on fev«n hills. 
TliL ihcct.^ arc narrow and fteep, very bad
ly }>uvt J with fharp ilones ; nor are they 
lighted at night. The houles are generally 
two Aorics high, fometlmes three, without 
any other chimney than that of the kitchen. 
The number of houfes at the time of tlie 
earth<juake above-mentioned, was corn-
paled at thirty thoufand. The houfesof the 
citizens are ill contrived buildings, with 

lattice 
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lattice windiows; bwt thofe .of the nobility 
are gratid ftirqdureg, built of hewn itoncu 
Few have courts before them, but they are 
geije^lly funiifhed with yards and gardens, 
and occupy a gieat extent ofgr^ound.»- The 
town bein^ defHtute of common fewers, 
all naftinefs is thrown' into the ftrcets ia. 
the night-tinae, as was the cafe till lately at 
Madiid, of which citv it has however an 
advantage, by the ftreets lying upon a de-
fcent, and being therefore more ealily 
cleaned- It is funounded by an old wall 
and towers, and lias a caftle on a hill, 
which commands tlie place, but could 
make no a-fcat c'.efciice in cafe of a licee. 
Eefides the catbcdi?!, th>:re are here forty 
paiilh churches witli as many mouafteries 
of both fexes, which make a tolerable ap
pearance. 

Among the buildings the royal palace is 
the moil rcilaarkable. As the plan has ne* 
ver been completed, the firuiture is*not 
very regular ; but lying upon the river, 
it commands a fme profped of the country 
on the oppofite fide, as w êll as of the port 
aiid. the ocean. 

Q 3 The 
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The moft tnaghificent church i« thtft df 
the Dominicans, in which arc three chapels, 
aknoft entirely covered with gold from the 
pavement to the roof. In one of thofe the 
holy iacrament is continually expofed. 
This chapel is illuminated with wax tapers, 
and a vafl number of lamps ; and over the 
portal are iafcribed the names of thofe who 
have been burnt by the inquifition. The 
magnificence of the convent is fuitable to 
that of the' church; and near it is the 
palace of the Inquifition, to which the Por-
tugevife give the name of Santa Cafa, or 
the Holy Houfe. In the front there is a 
fine fountain, adorned with marble ftatues, 
throwing out water on every fide. 

In the church dedicated to the Mother of 
God, every Holy Thurfday they Ihew the 
handkerchief faid to be ufed by our Saviour 
at his crucifixion ; a relic not unfrequcnt 
in hiany other popifh churches.' 

Another church here is much admired, 
founded by the queen of John V". the fides 
of which arc lined with ebony, and the roof 
fupportcd by pillars of the fame. 

The palace of Alcantara ftands a mile 
weft of Lifbon. It is a magnificent ftruc-

turc, 



t«rc, but cibiefiy a4mired for its be|i«tiful 
gai'dens, whicfe abound in grottos, fbuR-
tains, and cafcades, and are planted with 
orange and citron trees, and the choLceft 
flowers of the climate. lu the adjoining 
valley is the celebrated aquedud which joins 
two hills. The number of arches in this 
part is thirty-five, fourteen of which are 
large, and the others fmaller. The largeft 
is three hundred and thirty feet in height 
and forty-nine in width. Towards the 
city there are ten arches of inferior dimen-
fions, and m^ny Icis near the fource of the 
water wliich fupplies the aquedudl:. The 
water thus conveyed is emptied in a great 
refervoir at one of the extremities of Lif-
bon. This aqueduft is built of a kind of 
white marble. The pillars which fupport 
the arches are fquare, the largeft meafuring 
thirty-three feet at each lide of the bafe. 

The palace of Belle m is a mean wooden 
edifice, but the church and cloiflcrs are 
noble buildings. The former of thefe is 
lined from top to bottom with jafpcr and 
the finefl: marbles ; and here aix the tombs 
of feverai of the kings of Portugal, admi> 
rably executed. 

Near 
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Near th6,ix»^tia of tfee Tagus, is a jxrow 
montory, fir cape, anciently nam^d, Prm\ 
man^orium LuneSy and which the Britiih' 
iTiJtriaers diflinguifli by the name of the 
T^ock o/ Lifboii. This is a bi anch of a high. 
K^Duntaui, foimerly called the Mountain 
of the Moon, and at prcfent Mount Cnitra ; 
on the top of which is a fine monaftery, 
dedicated to our Lady of the Rock, and a 
church, whither people refoit in great 
numbers, to perform their devotion for 
nine dayg. Bo.tli the church and cloyfter, 
with an jmi that ftands near them for the 
accomnioc^acion of the devotees, are hewn 
out of the'I'iid reck. '1 hia lott\ fituation 
couiraandi. one of the moil bcdutiful prol-
pedb m the \vorld. . At the foot of the 
mountain, on the promontory, are the ru
ins of an ancient temple, dedicated to the 
Sun and Moon, on one ot the pillars ot 
which, apait of a Latin infciiption is ftill 
vUible. 

About twenty-two miles to the fouth-
"vvard of Llibon, at the bottom of a fine 
bay, ilanda Selubal, commonly called St. 
Ube's, . It is a. modern town, built out of 
the ruins of the ancient Gdobriga, which. 

flood 
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^tmxiiA ^ t t le . to ; therweftward, and imd ia 
it * temple dedkaca4 to Jupiter Amtnon,^ 
of which there are yet fome remains, HetB 
i^'a great raanufa£ture of whiSe fait, which 
is exported to the north countries of Eu
rope, and to America. The capital of the 
province of Alentajo is Ehora, fituate4 
about fixty miles louth-e«ll i>{ Lifboii, on 
a hill cucompaired with roDuntains. It is 
thrse miles in circumference, furrounded 
by an antique wall and towers. This city 
is iaid to have been built by the Phoeni
cians, who gave it the name of Ebora, in. 
aliufion to the fruirfulncii of the foil. Ju
lius Ca^far-chancjed its name to 1-iberalitas 
Julia, as appears from an ancient infcrip-
tion. This was a confiderable town in the 
time of the Gothic kings. It remained 
under the dominion of the Moors till the 
year 1166, when king Alphonfo retook it, 
with the other towns of the province. The 
vallies in this part of the country arc 
exceeding fruitful, and there are mines of 
filver in the mountains. 

Eftremos flatids near twenty miles north-
caft of Ebora, on a hill, and is divided into 
the I^igher and Xxjwer town, the forrrier 

ferving 



Serving as a caAle to the latter. The homfes 
of the people of condition ire built of wiute 
marble, and make an elegant appearance. 
Here is a manufafture of fine red earthen
ware,, and without the town is a fountain, 
endowed with the quality, of petrifying al-
nioA whatever is thrown into it. 

On a hill, about twenty-four miles to the 
eaftward of Eftremos, lies Elvas, near the 
frontiers of the Spanifti Eftremadura, It is 
well-built, is defended by a caftlc, and 
ftrongly fortified. Here is a ciftern fo large, 
that it could hold water enough to fupply 
the whole town for fix months. This place 
isof great antiquity, and was formerly cal
led Helvis, from a people of Gaul who 
built it. It is at prefent efteemed one of the 
lirongeft fortreffes in the kingdom, and the 
neighbouring country affords fome of the 
beft wines in Portugal. 

In the northern part of Portugal, the 
principal town is Braga. This is a veiy an
cient city, and was known to the Romans 
by the name of Bracara Augufta. When 
the Suevi came from Germany, and made 
^^conqueft of Galicia and Portugal, this 
wa§ the feat of their government^ a;id con

tinued 
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tm««d to be the cajMtal of a kingdom under 
their fucceflbrs the Ooths. The houfes are 
generally old iione buildings, withovrt 
much elegance. Even the cathedral andarch-
bifhop's palace are more admired for their 
antiquity and magnitude, than the beauty 
of their architefture. This prelate is both 
fpiritual and temporal lord of the place ; 
on which account he has a Iword as well 
ae a crofs carried before him. He disputes 
the primacy with the archbi(hop of Toledo 
in Spain. 

Cimbra ftaiids on an eminence on the 
north-iide of the river Mondego. The. 
bridge of this place is a fine ftonc fabric, 
confifting of two rows of arches, one above 
another, and forms a covered way, through 
which people pafs, without beii)g expofed 
to the weather. The aqueduft which 
brings water to the town is alfo much ad
mired. Tile cathedral, and other churches 
and mouafteries, are handibme buildings, 
but the private houfes not elegant. The 
city is diftinguiflied by one of the tribunals 
of Inquifition, and the moft celebrated uni-. 
vcrfity in Portugal ; in the latter of which 
there are fifty prOfcffors. 

There 
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There jsiwjjtj^i^ jcotintrj a, great Jttumbcj' 
of other^town^, bqfides thofe above menf-
tione4 J ai)d amongft them I muft not 
o^it^Oporto, which contains about thirty 
t̂ ljDufand inhabitants, and is reckoned the 
i^cond city- in the kingdom. The chief ar
ticle of commerce here is wine, of which 
our own country is allowed the diftindion 
of con fuming by far the greater part. Half 
the Hiops in this place are thofe of wine-
coopers. In the principal ftreet the mer
chants affemble daily to tranfaft bufmefs ; 
and they are proteded fora the fun by awn
ings hung acrofs from the houfes on each 
fide. Here are fcvcral EnghOi families, 
who are chiefly concerned in the wine-
trade. 

Since the difcovery of the rich mines in 
Brazi], and the fuppreflion of the Jcfuits 
arjd other religious infhtutions, the reve
nues of the crown are computed to be worth 
near four niilhons ; notwithftanding which 
the forces of the kingdom are very incon-
f^derable. The military eftablifhment, the' 
now improving,, confiiled for many years 
only, of a raw aad undifciplined mili
tia ; and with refpe(3: to naval force, the 

Portu-
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Poitugtielis me jtfae leaft formidable of aii 
the maritime powers. Their fecui ity againft 
the encroachments of Spain, feems to de
pend chiefly on the n'^trimonial connexions 
of the two crowns; and on the comnjercial 
alliance which it is always the interefl of 
Portugal to naaintain with the Britifli 
nation. 

About the mitidle of the fixteenth cen
tury, and for fonie time after, the Portu-
g'uefe were more eminent for the knowlcge 
of aftronomy, geography, and navigation, 
than all other nations put together. But 
learning of every kind is now at an ex
treme low ebb in Portugal ; owing not to 
any defê St of genius, but to the want of 
proper education, There are, however, 
amongft them a few univerfities, viz. that 
of Cimbra, before-mentioned, founded in 
£291 ; Evora, about the middle of the fix^ 
teenth cen*tury ; and a college at Lifbon, 
where the young nobility are educated. 

The Lufiad of Camoens may be faid to 
be the only work of genius ever produced 
by a native of this country. In general, 
the fine arts are uncultivated'; and with 
icfpe<5t to that of painting, in particular, 

there 
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there is not, I believe, in the wbok king-. 
doatf a ilngle pi^urc from sxty of the Ita
lian fchools. 

Antiquities in this country are not nu* 
merous ; but the Roman bridge and aque* 
du6t are almoft entire, and delervedly ad
mired. The walls of Santareen are like-
wife faid to be of Roman ereftion. Some 
caftles in the Moorifti tafte ftill exift 
in different parts. The church and mo-̂  
nailery near Lifbon, where the kings of 
Portugal are buried, are extremely magni
ficent ; and feveral monafteries, in other 
places are dug out of the hard rock. The 
chapel of St. Roch is allowed to be one of 
the fineft and richeft in the world. The 
paintings are executed in Mofaic, and fo 
curioufly wrought with ftones of different 
colours, as to exhibit an appearance equally 
delightful and aftonifhiug. 

In general, the Portugeufe are neither fo 
tall nor fo tveli made, as the Spaniards, but 
they moftly imitate the habits and cuftoms-
of that people. The ladies I think drcfs 
even more magnificently than thofe of 
Spain; and they are taught to exad from 
their fervants an homage, which in other 

countries 
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cotinta-i« is only paid to royal perfoiiageS. 
In compenfation, however, for this Tubmif̂  
iion, they never difcharge any perfon who 
has been in the fervice of their aaceftors; 
on which account, in fbme families, the 
number of domeftics is very greitt. In the 
houfes of the nobility, the furiiiture is rich 
and fuperb to excefs; but the poorer fort 
have fcarcely any furniture at a l l ; and in 
imitation of the Moors, they fit always 
crofs-legged on the ground. As the Spa
niards have relaxed in national induftry 
lince the difcovery of America, fo have the 
Portugvlefe degenerated in all their virtues, 
from the time that the houfe of Bfaganza 
afcended the throne : for they retain no 
trace of that-fpirit of enterprife which {o 
much diftinguiihed their forefathers in the 
fifteenth century. It is fuppofed that their 
degeneracy is owing to the weaknefs of 
their monarchy, which renders them in
active, from an apprehenfion of giving of
fence to their more powerful neighbours. 
This fatal inaiftivity proves the fource of 
feveral vices; among which the Portu-
guefe are particularly charged with trea
chery, ingratitude; and an intemperate paf-

fion 
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fion for re^eage. B j tfe4> iawet fSsopIe 
thieviag is very commonly prstftifed ; and 
t^i ranks are accufed of being unfair ia 
their dealings, efpecially with ftraiigers. 

BefidebOidinary fervants," the quality re
tain many dwarfs, and they have alfo a train 
of flaves, both Turks and Moors, each of 
whom is valued at four or five hundr«»i 
crowns. The mafters formerly had the 
power of life "and death over this clafs of 
their dependants, but the government now 
reftrains them from the cxercife of capital 
jurifdi<Etion, though they continue to infliS 
corporal punithment with great feverity, 
Thofe flaves, however, are incomparably 
the beft fervants in Portugal ; for the other 
fervants having the common pride of the 
nation, often piovc I'efradlory, and are apt 
to be extremely impertinent. Even beg
gars afk alms with a tone that favours more 
of requifition than intreaty ; alledging, that 
they are defcended from primitive chriftians, 
or the ancient Gothic nobility. 

The ladies here often ride on iurros, 
or jack-afles, with a pack faddle. A fcr*-
vant attends with a Iharp flick, which he 
tifes in{lea4 of a whip ; aod iot teia,tditi% 

the 



Jthe i^aft v/ktn it goes too quick, the expe-
diefit i? to puli it by the tail. Coaches are 
not fo frequent amon^ the Portoguefe as in 
Spain, ^ut in ^ c « -ef tliem the litter or 
mule is commonly ufedoa a journey; and in 
many parta^ the moft comnaroa w^ of tra>-
velling is by water. 

In I^artugal, nobility ie not -hereditary* 
The chief order of knighthood is called th« 
OrdirofChrifiy and was inftituted in r*S j^ 
Though worn by (he king Hin^elf, it is 
often proilitLited to the meaneft candidates 
for royal favour, and is beconie fo common, 
as almoft to preclude the diilin^ftion which 
it was meant to confer. 

LETTER 
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L E T T E R XXI. 

A H E Boundaries of Italy have been 
ffxed by nature, but no other country has 
ftu^tiiated more with refpe6l to its internal 
divifions. Extraordinary changes have 
taken place within the laft two years ; and 
even at the moment I am writing to you 
they are ftill proceeding. In what a ftate 
of fubjeilion is, at prefeut, the king of 
Sardinia, hitherto denominated the Janus 
of Italy, as being its conftant guardian 
againft the encroachments of the French ! 
Where is «ow the republi# of Genoa, for
merly diftinguifhed for its opulence and 
power ? And where the fuperior republic 
ofVfttttce, one of the moft celebrated fine© 
the extinction Of the Roman ? But greater 
ftill, in point of fame, Where the Ecclefi^-
lical State, the feat of papal hierarchy, and 

formerly 
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formerly the capital of the world ? Even 
thither, we find, the revolutionary princi
ples and violence of the French have pene
trated. They bave-^rlven from his throne, 
without the fmdlefl refiftance, a power, 
whofe predeceiTors, fome centuries ago, 
gave law to the nations of Chriftendom, 
and fliook. cftabhfhed kingdoms to their 
foundations with the thunder of the Vati
can. Whether thefe great events be ttsAlf 
the accomphihment of fcriptufal predic
tions, as is the opinion of fome, 1 am not 
fuch a cafuift as to take upon me to deter
mine ; but they doubtlefs afford ufeful 
Icflbns both to kings and their people. To 
the former they inculcate moderation in the 
exercife of power and authority; and to 
the latter they proclaim the expediency of 
the fame virtue, in all attempts to the re
finance of either. A mob may, in the rage 
of violence,' overturn an eftabhflied confti-
tution; but the chaiice is a thoufand to 
one, that they never will be able to ere<ft 
any adequate fubftitute in its room ; and 
when the paroxyfm of revolutionary phren-
zy has ccafed, they will expeiicnce fuch a 
relaxation in the political fyftem, as no-

R z thing 
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thing will prefefve from the mofl fatal cf̂  
fedts, but a recurrence to arbitrary pspwer* 
The country may, in the mean time, be 
deluged with blood, and expofed to all the 
horrors of anarchy ; while hi the end, pub
lic freedom is found to have been facrificed 
to a nominal change in the government. 

In taking a view of Italy I (hall begin* in 
the mofl northern part with the Duchy of 
Savoy. This country belongs to its own 
Duke, who, fince the commencement of 
the piefent century, is better known by 
the title of King of Sardinia, an ifland in 
the Mediterranean. From its fituation 
clofe to the Alps, it is mountainous and 
barren, but contains fome pleafant fruitful 
vallies, producing corn, wine, and fruits, 
and affording paflure to numerous herds of 
cattle. 

In this country are the celebrated Gla
ciers, which are five in number. They 
extend almofl to the plain of thp vale of 
Chamouny, and are fcparated by •wild fo-
refts, cprn-fields, and rich meadows ; io 
that immenfe trads of ice are blended with 
the highefl cultivation, and perpetually fuc-
cecd to each other, in the mofl fingular 

and 
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land ftriking viciflitude. The Glacier of 
Furca extends at Icaft three miles in 
length, and near a mile in breadth ; ftretch-
ing from the feet of huge fhagged rocks of 
great height, and reaching alraoft to their 
fummits. This glacier is the criucipal 
fource from whence the Rhone t,akes its 
rife. That river here foams with amaz* 
ing rapidity, and falls in a continual cata-
ra<St at the foot of prodigious mountains. 
In thefe mountains likewife are the ibtirces 
of the Aer, which rolls down in an impetu-
ous torrent from the neighbouring glaciers. 
It is aftonjfhing what a chaos of mountains 
are here heaped upon one another ! In the 
vicinity of this fcene is alfo the fource of the 
Reichen, which rolls in numerous cata-
rafts down the fteep fides of Mount Shei-
dec, until it forms a junftion with the 
Aer. The celebrated fall of the Stoub-
back rolls down perpendicularly from a 
height of nine hundred and thirty feet. 
One contemplates with aftonilhment the 
great central chain of the Alps; rocks 
towering above rocks, and mountains rifing 
above mountaiiis, not more diftinguiihed 
/or their ftupcndous heights, than for the 

R 3 immciife 
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immenft "variety afid rudeoefs bY tlieif 
forms. Mount Blaoic is palrticukrly di& 
tipgulftled, by having its fummlts and 
fides, tft a ccfofiderabie dtpth, covered 
with liiovv, almoft without the inter
vention of the lead rock to break the glare 
of tlie white appearance, from whence its 
name is derived. 

Turin, the capital of Savoy, ftands at the 
confluence of the Po and Doria, and I may 
fayM^ith juftice, is one of the fineft cities 
in Europe. The flreels and fquares are fpa-
cious, the buildings lofty and magnificent, 
and the royal palace in particular, a beautiful 
ftrudure. The orjinary income of the 
king, befidcs his own demefues, have been 
eiftimated at half a million fttrlins:; but his 
revenues are now greatly reduced by the 
dilapidations of the French. The fate of 
this venerable prince, (I meaij the father 
of the preffcnt king),, has a dift'ant refem-
blance to that of Priam. He did not Hve, 
iiiAedd, to fee the eXtin^lioti of almoftall his 
effspting, but he had the pain to behold'a 
ttififerabk rediiftJon of hk family, aitd an 
lalflaoft total anniiiibition of his crotvn, 
flis aoceftcfr, Vi&t>r Amadcus, was the 

laft 
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Jafl: priacc who gaire the world an inilancc 
isf magnanimity, by retiring from the ^co 
«rcifc of fovcrcjga powftr, while his domi* 
nions were in a iftate of proipcrity, and his 
own health and conllitution unimpaired. 

While I was pafling the Alps, my ima
gination recalled to view the celebrated 
perfbns of ancient times, who had croiTed 
thcfe mountains at the head of numerous 
armies. You will know that I mean Han
nibal and Julius Caefar. In comparing theie 
commanders with each pther, I remarked 
a great diverfity in feveral particulars re-
/pe<Siing them, with which I beg leave to 
prefent you. 

The principal motive which Hannibal 
had for leading his army acrofs the Alps, 
was a hereditary hatred to the Romans, 
which, when nine years old, at the defire 
of his fether, he folemnly fwore at the altar 
never to abandon. But the motive ef C«-
far, in his pal&.ge of thefe mountains, was 
ambkion. They were both great com
manders ; but Hannibal was a barbariam, 
Csefar an accoo^pliih^ fchokr, and an dfr> 
gant writer. 



248 LETTERS OP A TRAVELLEl. 

The Cartb^giaian f<Mf€itcd all ha fucceili 
by not inaproying his vi&ory ; the Romsa 
obl^ined his final and decifive vi&ory by im* 
pxoving a defeat. Hannibal fled from the 
field of Zama, a wretched exile, into Afia; 
Cgefar on the plain of Pharfalia, rofc mafter 
of the world. The former expired by a 
voluntary death, after all his military efforts 
had terminated in difappintmcnt; the latter 
by the hands of affafiins, when, to ufe his 
own remark, he had lived fufficiently long 
to nature and to glory. 

I am ftrongly of opinion, from the ge
neral contrariety of their fortunes, that 
had Caefar flouriflied during the fecond Pu
nic war, Hannibal would never have re
mained any confiderable time within the 
limits of Italy. I fhall not fay, that in 
fighting- with fuch an antagonift, Casfar 
would have ufed the laconic terms which he 
did on mentioning his defeat of Pharnaccs, 
Vffiff vidiy vici ; but I think, at the fame 
•time, .it never could have been faid of him, 
cm0anth refiiimt rem. His natural ardor 
of- mindv his thjaift of glory, his well-
founded confidence in himfelf, and the at-

-taehmcnt of his veteran legions; all thefe 

caiifes 
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oaufes wouW have urged him foon to aft «n-
gagement. Between two generals of fiich 
abilities, and two armies adluated with fuch 
inveterate and njutual animofity, the con-
teft muft have been fierce and obftinate ; 
but it is probable that the military (kill, and 
good fortune of Cccfar would have procured 
him the vi<9:ory. Hannibal would havebeca 
forced to retreat from llaly with precipi*-
tation ; or perhaps his delliny might have 
referved him for a more ignoble alternative, 
to follow, in ignominious chains, the tri
umphal proceffion of his conqueror ; while 
amidft the general chorus of To Triumphe ! 
the temples of the gods would have re-
founded with praifes, for the juft retribution 
of Punic faith. 

But this would have only been a prelude 
to a yet more fignal cataftrophe. Caefar, 
by bis eloquence, would have induced the 
fenate to retaliate the invafion of their 
country. A tranfport of patriotifin would 
have burft from the Roman capital, in ac» 
clamations of vengeance on their inveterate 
rival; and the applauding people have join
ed with the Patrician order, in nominating 
to the important contunand, the conqueror 

of 
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of Hannib«yi, With aa army iiifli«d with 
vi€toi-y» ite would feave immediately creflbd 
the Mediterranean, as he formerly had doaz 
tlieBritiflxChannel; and gathering frefii lau
rels on the plains of Carthage, C^efar, and 
tiot Scipio, would have been the Africanus 
of Rome.—But I have inadvertently led 
you into Africa fooner than I intended, and 
{hall therefore break off. 

LETTER 
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L E T T E R X:KIt. 

I HAVE jilready hinted at the fiuftua-
tions of government in Italy, both in an
cient and n:\odern times. In the former 
period, thofe changes arofe chiefly from 
arbitrary ufurpations of power : but in the 
Jatter, to this caufc has been jfiined the in
trigues of the church. It is a mortifying 
confideration, that the afcendancy acquired 
by the Roman pontiffs over the nations of 
Chriftendom, was almoft conftantly cm-
ployed, either in temporizing, for its own 
advantage, or fomenting jealoufies and 4f-
vifions deftru£live to other powers. Arro
gating to themfelves an authority for dif-
penfing with the eternal laws of God, as 
fuited their own paffions or interefts, they 
tyrannized over the confciences of men; 
?ind under the ipeciousmiflc of the miniftcrs 

of 
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of peace, Were in fail the daemons of 
difcord. 

The next Italian diftrld in our progrefs 
fouthward, is the Milanefe, which lately 
belonged to the Honfe of Auftria, but has, 
in the plenitude of French ufurpation, been 
converted into a republic, and fufficiently 
fleeced of its riches. This province, when 
under its own dukes, gave law to all Italy ; 
but what may be its future importance in 
the fcale of power, or how long it may 
retain its new form of government, I fhall 
not exprefs any conjedure. The beauty 
and fertility of the country, however, is 
almoft incredible. Its former revenue was 
eflimated at three hundred thoufand pounds. 
The capital, Milan, contains about thirty 
thoufand inhabitants, and is furniflied with 
a magnificent cathedral in the Gothic taftc. 
T o this duchy was incorporated that of 
Mantua; and in their united ftatc, they 
took the nafne of A"uftrian Lombardy. 
I cannot mention Mantua without recalling 
tp mind, by an afToclation of ideas, the ad-
joimug village of Cremona, (now Andes) 
which had the honour of giving birth to 
the immortal Virgil. Is it not furprizing, 

that 



LBT. XXIl.] rtALlt\ *5 i 

that no moaument to his memory has ever 
been erefted at this placSe ? But indeed, he 
has himfelf raifcd one, of greater duration 
than brafs or marble ; and he was ambi
tious of doing fo : 

Tentanda via eft, qu4 me quoque fioffim 
ToUere humo viSIorque virAtn volitare per ora. 

GKORG. hb. iii. 

Let me add, that in Mantua the poet 
Taflb was born. 

Continuing our route ftill towards the 
fouth, we arrive at Genoa, the pre&nt 
ftate of which I anticipated in my laft let
ter. The city is fuperb, and contains fome 
very magnificent palaces, with confidera-
bly more than a hundred thoufand inhabit
ants ; but with all its external gran-deur, 
its maritime power had alj,noft totally de
clined ; and.the chief fafety of the republic, 
confifted in the jealoufy of other European 
powers, who were each appehenfivc left 
it fhould become an acquifition to any 
other thari themfelves. The principal 
mauufa£lures of this place are velvets, d^-
jmaiks; gold and filver tilTucs, and paper* 

The 
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The gover»iJi€«t was anHimmttcnUi being 
vefted in the itobinty, aad the cfiief ma* 
giftat« haid the title of I k g c , or Duke. 
Me was chofoa every two years; and none 
could be promoted to this dignity till h& 
was fifty years of age. Tlie common peo
ple of Genoa are extremely wretched, and 
the Ibil of its, territory very barren; but 
Hear the fea, fome parts are tolerably well 
cultivated. The republic, however, pof-
{effcd a revcH«e barely fufficient to pre
serve the appearance of a fovercign fcite. 

In Hiy tour through Italy, I had the good 
fortiHie to meet, at this place, with an 
amiable Englifh Lady, whom f had for
merly (een at London, where (he married 
Mr. Cilefia, a native of Genoa, who had 
been ibme years in England in a public ca-
Jiacity. She was the eklefl daughter of 
Mr. Mallet, who ranks high in the tif! of 
Jlritini poets ; and fhe inherited, from her 
ilther, a great tafle for poetry : to which 
Ihe joined an uijeommon proficiency in mu-
llp. I fooad myfelf fo much at home in 
ihis f»ftialy, for Mr. Cilefia likcwffe wa*a 
teaaiSl:. agreeafele an-d accomplilhed perfbn, 

1 eam« e^m by Genoa, on ray retwit 
from 
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from th<» foutk, «Ad tjsade a ilay of fotne 
weeks. 

Happening to tell Mrs. Cilefia of what 
had occurred at Fernejr, the Iwimour feized 
her likewife of givhig me an excTcife in po
etry ; and ihe requefted that next morning 
I fhould produce an addrcfs to a lady of th^ 
higheft diftinftion. T o avoid all appear
ance of perfonal confiderations in hei' 
choice, fhe fixed upon Semiramis, Queen 
of Babylon. In compliance with her de-
fire, I accordingly wrote the following 
verfes, which I fend you for your amufe^ 
ment. 

O Thou! whofe luftre gilds Aflyria's throne, 
Whofe royal cares applauding millions own. 
Accept the tribute which thy fame infpires. 
Thy feme produdive of the poet's fires; 
Who fcoms alike to taint his gen'rous lays. 
With venal pomp, or proftituted /praife. 

How (hall the mufe in ardent verfe difplay. 
The matchlefs fplendor of th' aufpicious day* 
When firft thou, deckt in all thy radiant charitjî  
With rapture blefs'd th' exulting monarch's arms j 
When fefhive-triumph reign'd without alloy, 
Aod Babylon's towers proclaim'd the pubiif ^y } 

How 
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How (hall hcr.ifti'ains, expanding with her yiew^ 
Attempt the glorious fubjcft to purfuej 
When cities captur'd, and when king's o'erdixown. 
Thou ftretch'd thy conqucfts o'er a world unknowor 
Then India's plains beheld thy martial toils, 
Whilft vanquifli'd nations trembled for their fpoils. 
Then lofty Bagiftan, untrod before. 
Thy pow'r acknowledg'd, and thy trophies bore. 
The gods aftonifh'd faw thy ftruftures rife, 
And hail'd a fecond Venus to the Ikies. 

Long as Kuphrates (hall his waters roll. 
Long as Qiall ftand the Babylonian Mole, 
Long as thy empire'b glory, ne'er furpaft. 
Or thine own more than human works fhall lad -^ 
From envy, rage, and time itfelf fe ure. 
Thy fame, imrhortal princcfs! fliall eijdure. 

tETTEÎ  
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'.•;iii~jiiiMiv'k'iiiiaii I t 

T HE republic of Venice is no^v no 
more, and I therefore can fpeak of it oiliy 
as it formerly exifted ; bvit in refpefl: of its 
topographical fituation, 1 ftill may ufe the 
prefetit tenfe. It is feated on ferenty-two 
iflands, near the end of the Adriatic Sea, 
and is fcparatcd from the Continent by a 
hiarfhy lake of five Italian miles in breadth, 
its chief defence agalnft any attack from 
that quarter. Venice, when I was there, 
f>refcrvcd the veftiges of its ancient magv 
ttifiCencc, b»t in every other lefpe^, was 
degenerated. The conftitution of this re-
ptil»fic was originally democratical, and the 
magiftrates were chofcn by a general af̂  
fembly of the people ; till, after various 
eliahgfes, a body of nobility was fornaed, 
vrmch becoming hereditary, took into theif 

S own 
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own hands-the whole of the government,-
both legiflative and executive, and a com* 
plete ariOocracy was eftabUfiied. The no
bility were divided into fix claffes, amount
ing altogether to two thoufand five hun
dred ; each of whom, at the age of twenty-
five years, was entitled to be a member of 
the grand council. Thefe elefted a Doge, 
or chief magiftrate, who was invcfted with 
great ftate, and with the emblems of fu-
preme authority j but fo limited was his 
power, that he was not permitted to flir 
from the city without obtaining leave of the 
grand council. 

The Venetian nobility, like the fenators 
of ancient Rome, were habited in a man
ner different from the other claffes of the 
people, but not in the fafhion of the Patri
cians. Th«y all woie black gowns, large 
wigs, and caps which they held in their 
hands. I was once prefent at the annual ce
remony of the Doge's marrying the Adriatic 
Sea, by dropping a ling into it from his ilatc 
gondola, or barge. He was acconjpauied 
at this folemnity by the whole body of tho 
nobility, in their different barges ; and thot 
it was the oaoil fuperb exhibition in Ymi&^^ 

I 



I,4id not think it comparable in por^p eyeft 
toaLord Mayor's ihcw. But in the grandtcwr 
ofthe city, particularjy the public buildings, 
Venice was almoft without a rival. There 
are near five-hundred bridges over the fc-
veral canals in Venice, and the greater 
part of them of ftone. The chief mauu-
fa<aures of this place were fcarlet cloth, 
gold and filver ftufFb, and above all, fine 
lookins: slafles. 

The Venetians arc a lively ingenious 
people, and in general fober, though ex
travagantly fond of public amufemeuts. I 
counted eight or nine theatres, including 
the opera-houfes. Jt was ufual for great 
numbers of Grangers to vifit this city during 
the time of the cai-nival, and to thofe the 
natives were always extremely obliging. 
The cuilom of going about in malks at Ve
nice was prevalent; but I could not find 
that there ^was fo much ground (or the 
imputation of licentioulhcfs as has been 
generally faid. 

Some centuries ago, the Venetians were 
the moft formidable maritime power in Eu
rope. Towards the end of the twelfth 
€«atiiry, they conquered Conltantinoplc, 

S 2 h^n 
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t^en the feat of the eaftern empire, an<l 
held it for fome time, together with great 
part of the Continent of Europe and' Afia, 
For many years they monopolized the trade 
of India ; but the difcovery of a paffage to 
that country by the Cape of Good Hopd, 
gave the firft blow to their greatnefs, which 
was afterwards farther reduced by confede
racies formed againft them among the other 
powers of Europe. 

Padua is fituated twenty-tWo miles weft 
of Venice, on a fine plain, watered by the 
rivers Brintac and Bachiglione, and is about 
feven miles in circumference ; but the 
ground within the walls is not half built 
at prefent. It wjis formerly, however, one 
of the moft flourifhing cities in Italy^. In 
the time of the Romans, the inhabitants 
amounted to a hundred thoufand ; but at 
prefent they do not ejcceed thirty-thoufand: 
and the Univerfity, which was fo famous 
two or three hundred years ago, is now 
rednced to one college. Here is ffcill a ma-
nufadure of Woollen cloth ; and t l ^ adja
cent country a^bounds with oil and wine, 
and the moft delicious fruits: but the-peo
ple live in great poverty, from the tyraaay 

of 
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(^ the Venetiaja republic. They ihew at 
<^« place an Jaiage -of the Bleffed Virgin, 
wbich, according to their legendary creed, 
Ikw thither from Conftantinople, whca 
tfeat city was taken by the Turks. Padui 
was the birth place of the celebrated Ro
man hiftorian, Titus Livius; and we are 
toid by Virgil, that it was originally built 
by Antenor. 

^nteaer pottdtf mediis elajtfas Jcjiivis, 
Illyruos Jtenelrare^fikvs, atque intima tutus 
Regno Libiirnorum iS fontem fujierare Timavi i 
Undejter era novem vafto cum murmure montis 
Jt mare prorufitum i^ pelago Jiremt arva fonattti, 
Uic tamen ilk urbem Patavi fedefque iocavit 
Teucronm, Id genti nftmen dedit, armaquc fixit 
Tro'ia, 

There is not at prefent a more flourifhing 
ftate in Italy, than the duchy and city o( 
Parma, with the duchies of Pkcentia and 
Gueftella. Both in Parma and Placentia 
tfee foil is fertile, and produces the richeft 
^uits and jiailurages. The former contains 
confider^le manufa61ures of filk. It is tke 
4"eat of a bifliopric, and an Univerfity ; and 
Ibme of its magnificent churches are punted 
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by the cetcfetated'Correggio. T h e city t4 
Parma is computed to contain fifty -thouland 
inUiabitants. Hiftory has tjanlrnitted, -wxlh^ 
dtJtdifguife, that the firft Duke of Parina 
i^as natural ion to Pope Paul III. It would 
feem as if the cuftom had not then been 
introduced of denominating a perfon fo 
nearly related to the holy father, the Pope's 
ne^kew. 

The Duchy of Modena, formerly Mu-
tina, is governed by its own Duke, the 
head of the houfe of Effe, from whom the 
family of Brunfwick is defcended. The 
Duke of York, brother to King Charles II. 
married the Princefs Mary, fifter to the 
Duke of Modena, 1673 ; and to this match 
were afcribed the misfortunes which, tie in~ 
curred after afcending the throne. 

Lucca is fituated in a fmall delightful 
plain, on the Tufcan Sea, and is the capital 
of a fmall republic ; the territory of whicji 
is fo well improved, thatslbough the popu
lation does not exceed a hundred and twenty 
thoufand, their annuaLcewcnue is computed 
at eighty thoufand < poiuids :fterlin^.., ,So 
much arc the inhabitants of this republic 
devoted to liberty, that -tl̂ ey bear its oam^ 

vipoii 
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tSjIon' their arms ; and its image Is ^ot 
<«aly itHpreffed in» their coin, but alio on 
the'city gates, and all their public buildings. 

The Duchy of Tufcany is an extenfive 
territory in this quarter, being a hundred 
and fifty miles long, and about a httfldred 
broad. The capital, Florence, called, OH 
account of its beauty, Florence the Fair, is. 
one of the moft elegant cities in Italy, aOtt 
fuppofed to contain about feventy thou;fjtijd 
inhabitants. The valuable coUeftion df 
Greek and Roman antiquities in the Grand 
Duke's palace, furpafles defcription, and is 
the admiration of all travellers. In a room 
called the Tribunal, ftands the cekbrated 
Venus of Medicis, univerfally regarded as a 
maftet-piece of ftatuary, and as the ftand-
ard of talle in female beauty and propor
tion. A part of one of its arms has been 
broken off, but is fupplied with ftucco, 
painted. So exquilite is the ws&rkmanihip 
of this ftatue, that foftnefs and animation 
fecm to be united in the marblei. She Aands 
iu the attitude defcribed by Ovid t 

Jfifa Venus Jiubes, quo ties velamina fionit, 

Prote^tur lava JemireduSia matfu. 

The 
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The inlis^tiott ©n the bafc affignst^i 
pjpodu<94o<i j?f it toCleomeneS) an A^CHMMI, 

t^ fyn of ^pollotJor^ls* It is of w ît<i 
npi^ble, ^nd furroun^ed with othtr admi-
lable fpccimens of Greek fculpture, fomc 
qf which are fzid to be the work of Praxi«i 
teles, ladeed every quarter of this beau
tiful city cxhibij:s wonders in the arts of fta-
tua^y, painting, and architecture. 

Florence (lands between mountains co^ 
Vfired with olive trees, vineyards, and 
4ei>gljtful villas, and is divided by the Arno. 
Statues smi fountains are feen in almoft 
every ftreet. The private buildings are 
lofty,<lw Squares fpacious; aad the churches, 
th« number of which is prodigious, arc 
Ullle inferior to thofe of Rome. Here ia 
aa Afchbiihop's fee, and a Univerfity, aa 
Wsriiiits fev^eral academies. The Florentines 
j ^ A of the improvements they have f»a4e 
ifi t<he Italian tongue, by means of the Aea^ 
4emi* O îUa Cr«fe«, wliich is doubtjeiaa 
l4efvii ^^i tui iw, and has ferved to Tffinq 
the langu îge of the country. 

In general, -the people of (Rendition in 
Florence aSkSt great ftate ; yet the nobility 
and gentry fcruple not to driye a retail trade 

in 
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»i wines, yfh^ thty feii from their ctMat 
windows ; and it & not uncommon to ^ 
a l>roken flafk hang«mt z$ a ̂ i of the traf
fic* But wine is ndt the only commodity 
in which they deal; rfiey can Ukewifc liip-
ply purchafcrs with fruits, and ^ c ewpti buy 
berdafliers in ?oid and filver ftuffs. 

The other principal towns of Tufomy 
are, Pifa, famous for its hangiflg towe* | 
Leghorn, and Sienna. I^a lies on flie 
river Arno, and is now greatly decayed. 
Sienna h much in the fame fituation, hajt 
{lands on an eminence, in a piea&nt lrutt« 
ful country, and is elegantly built. lji^<-
horn is a handfome city, well fortified* 
and has a commodious and fecure harbour. 
It is a free port, and the number of inha
bitants is computed at forty-thoufand. 

The Hetrurians, the ancient inhabitants 
of this country, derived their origin from 
the remote^ antiquity ; but it is generaUf 
allowed, that they were a colony f&sim. 
J-ydia. 

'• Lydia quondam 
Geitr kUo^aclara Jugis infedh Etrt^eh. 

Vl&Gtt. 

It 
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It is ceitiBii that they floiM-iihcd in Italy 
fcefote the Trojan war. Many ancient 
hi^orxans hom teflimony to the fame of 
tMs people. Diodorus Siculus calls them 
4^tXvrtx,wi, lovers of the arts ; and we are 
told by HeracHdes Ponticus, that Homer 
made a vifit to their country, in confe* 
quence of the reputation in which they 
were held. They were no lefs renown
ed for atms than for arts ; and it was 
not till almoft five hundred years after the 
ittUldiiiigw^ Rome, that ' the whole power 
of the Romans comld avertbrow them. 
They were much addided to fuperftition 
acA divination, though their religious re
cords are now loii. But the lofs of thofe 
•wi^itings deferves little to be regretted, in 
compajrifon of the more vahiable monu-
:WBHts of their political conftitotion, and 
the famousbook on the Tufcan laws, written 
by Ariftotle. We need no farther evidence 
®f both their civil and military virtues, than 
that it was by adopting the Tuiban cuftoras, 
and by the cpntinual cxercife of arms in 
the wars \s;vhJ«?h they maintained agaiuft ^ e 
R<unansy that the latter became qualified to 
attain the furomit of grandeur, to which 

they 
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they at laft arrived. As the people of Hc» 
t'furia contefted for antiquity with thofe of 
Egypt, their learning has alfc^ (hared the 
fame fate with the hieroglyphics of that 
nation ; for the language and the characters 
of the Hetrunaus are now no more under* 
ftood. 

The republic of St Marino may be ef* 
teemed a political curiofity. The whol«<af 
its territories confift of a high craggy mo^ln-. 
taki, vvith a few eminences at ihe bottoia^ 
The inhabitants boaft of having pr^ferved 
their liberties, as a republic, for 1300 Kears* 
and it is probable that their poverty may 
continue to exempt them froim any change 
by FJ ench devaftation. 

jlETTER 
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L E T T E R XXIV, 

jL HE ccclefiaftical ftate is fittiated about 
the middle of Italy, and exhibits, in the 
ifrrohgeft light, the pemifcious cfFcfls of -po-
|>it}̂  iyranny and iuperftition. Thofc fpm^ 
vt̂ hich under the mafters of the world were 
as^rned w i ^ elegant vi&s, are now con
verted into pcftilential marflies; and the 
Campagna di Roma, that formerly contain
ed a million of inhabitants, could not at pre-
fent, of itfelf, afford fubfiftence to five 
hundred. Some late popes have endeavoured 
to improve their territories, but with little 
fucccis. The difcouragement of induftry 
and agriculture feem to be interwoven with 
the principles of papal adminiflration^ 
which, by a pernicious policy., is vefted in 
proud and'lazy eeclefiaftics, whofe only ob-
jeft is to fleece the people, and rets în them 

both 



hath in tbivery and ignorance. Amiidil 
puhlic poverty, Ikowe f̂Cf, the fpkndor and 
furniture of churches in the papal domi* 
nions, are beyoad dcfcriptitwa, and partly 
accounts for the wretched condition of the 
fubjeSs ; though this remark admits of ex-* 
ccptions even in the fuburbsof Rome. 

The revenues of the apoftolic fee have 
been varioufly eftimated, but, according to 
the moft plaufible calculation, in late times, 
it has amounted to eight hundred thoufand 
pounds, including both the territorial in
come and ecciefiaftical emoluments. It 
tnu{l, however, have been greatly reduced 
by the fiippreffion' of the order of Jcfuits, 
and ftill more by the emancipation of France 
from papal jurifdiftion and authority. 

Modern Rome ftands upon the Tyber, 
about fifteen miles from the Tufcan fea, and 
contains within its circuit a vaft number of 
gardens and ^vineyards. Being built upon 
the liiins of the former d ty , it is feated 
about fourteen or fifteen feet higher thaii 
ancient Rome; fo that it is difficult to dif* 
tinguifli the fftven hills on which it was 
erected. On this account, the Tarpman 
T<xk.t Anciently a terrible precipice, from 

the 



$^ LETTERS or JL tJERAVELI^*, 

the top of wbick malefadiors were thro^t^^ 
is not now twenty feet high. Its chief for-
trefs is the Caftle of St. Angelo, whicH 
COuH not, however, make any l<Mig 4e* 
Ccncc, were it regularly befieged. The 
number of inhabitants is calculated at 
about a hundred and fifty thoufand. 

This celebrated city contains three hun
dred churches, filled with all that is rare in 
architecture, painting, and icuplture. That 
of St. Peter is the moft aftonifliing, bold, 
and regular fabric, that ever pethaps exifted 
in the world ; and fo perfed in refpeft not 
only of dcfign, but ofexecntion, that the 
mod expert architefts betiold it with ad
miration. It is incrufted both within and 
without with marble* 

The pope's palace, named the Vatican, 
is extremely niagjiifioent, fitjiated on an 
eminence, one of the feven hills on which 
the ancient city was built. It i? faid to Con
tain f v'q hundred ^nd fixty rooms. The 
parts I moft admired were the grand ftair-
ca^^and the pope's apartment ; bnt chiefly 
thp Vatican library, the richcfl: in the workJ^ 
)>oth IB printed books and maiitt>feripts«( 

Among 



A m ^ g tbe ant i^i t ies «f the riftoftiftrik;-
M«g Hiagnificciiste, are the -remans of- H 
xcsaarkable ainpbitheatce,' which was be* 
gun by Vefpafian* mnd fkiilhtfd by Domi-
tian.. In the building of it twelve thoufand 
Jewifli captives were employed by the 
former of thefe emperors. l a its entire 
flate, it is faid to have been capable of con
taining eighty feven thoufaxid fpeftators 
feated, and twenty thoufand ftanding. Tht 
archite6hire of this amphitheatre is remark
ably light, and its dimenlions fo juftly pro~ 
portioned, that it appears to the eye much 
lefs than it really is. But it has been flap
ped of all its Biagni£cent pillars and orna
ments by different ravagers : the Goths, 
and other barbarians, began its deftrudion, 
and thofe who ought to have been the guar
dians of ancient relics, popes and cardinals, 
have contributed to efface it. The triumphal 
arches of Vqfpafian, Septimius Severus, and 
Conftantine the Gr«»t, are ftill ftanding 
though decayed. The ruins of baths, palaces, 
and temples, correfpond to the higheft ideas 
we can fofm of the Roman gr«ndeuf< T h t 
Panjt^eon, tikw coav^ted into a modem 
ichurch, and which, from its circulap figuje^, 

is 
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entire t ^ i s y o^er Ifeomstp teiupb a* {>||ŝ  
fcftt wtiftioig' '̂ ?**ff ft^i r«psia}tt fevcml 
« ^ t ^ ilichcs, w|udi a«ci<aatly coat^ine^ 
W^taes of tiie heathen deities. Tht, out&ie 
<jjr the edifice is of Tivoli f̂ee-fti>ne^ m^ 
tvithin it is encrufted with marble. The 
roof of this celebrated ftruiiure is a round 
dome, without pillars, the diameter of 
which is a hundred and forty-four feet; and 
though lighted only by an aperture in the 
centre of the dome, a fpe^iator finds no in
convenience from the want of windows. 
The pavement confifts of large fq\i*re floaeS 
and porphyry, floping ffuiid towards the 
centre, where the rain wdter falling down 
through the aperture abovemeationed, is 
conveyed away by a proper drain, covered 
with a ftone full of holes. The colonnade 
in the front, which cotofifts of fixteen co
lumns of granite, three feet high, exdu*-
fiye of the pedeftals aaii capitals, each cut 
oKjyî f a iito|^ block, and which are ff the 
O^ioi^hi^a tJidcr, caa hardly be viewed 
'iliiiiout albni^ment. The entlfance ofth|E 
Mlding is stdohM with a^^mn^ IBW*?^ 

e|g^ ^ i hi%ht and the arclktirtive t&%rkt* 



^tiq^evafe* of H»fD^m,t^Hc } aiid in, 
^ 4«ta in the frqat, h a fottntftin, with 
aitiaittique bafon of pfarphyry. . 

Xbc prifon, Vhich "was huiit by TuUus 
H^ilius^ and afterwards enlarged by An-
(Jus MartiuS, yet remains, under the name 
of II Carccra N^amentiiio. The moft an
cient part of it is a dungeon, to which the 
d^fcent is by a few fteps. The walls are 
exceedingly folid, and are made to flope 
inwards pyramidically, while the roof is left 
nearly ilat, in <;M'4er to counterbalance the 
lateral preffurd. • In thiis prifon they (hew 
the mark of St* Peter's head againft the wall* 
and the rairaculovis fountain which fprung 
up for the baptifm of the prifoners. This 
is alfo the place of which Juvenal fpeaks in 
hi» third Satire, and Salluil in. his Conlpi-
racy of Catiline. 

The pillars of Trajan iiftd Antoninc 
ftill ftand confpicuous in their place i the 
former a hundred and fcventy-five feet high, 
an4t |^ latter coveied with emblematical 
fculptttre. The fight of thofe lofty co
lumns flUs the mind with agreeable emo-

T tjtons J 
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tions J bat rnyattention -was ytl Mi<^a%|k 
vetted kk'ibet roftrated colmau ereaod '̂»tr)r 
ButUms^ in commemoraticsi of tiw;fii# 
Atvil vi€bry which the Romana paaa^ 
over the Carthaginian? ; ihs ftatue of th© 
Wolf giving fuck to Romuhis and Reoiusy 
with vifible marks of the iftroke of light
ning, mentioned by Cicero } the origimil* 
brafs plates containing the laws of the* 
twelve tables; and a thoufand other iden
tical anticjuitits, fome of them fortunately 
tianlinttted entire to the prefent times. 
- Abotit eight Or ten miles fonth-eaft from 

Rome, are (hewn the ruiss &( a pthct^ 
(aid to have been formferly the refidence of 
Matceites ; and a few mites further^ atTi-* 
voli, the villa of his favourite Horace* 

T^e Appian, Flaminian, ami Mmthmt 
PaSiAs ; the firft, two hundred miles, the fe-
(fond, a htthdred and thirty, and the tMni^ 
fifty miles in length, are in many -pUct^^ 
ftill etitiifte i '»and Aignifioent rubfe #f vil-
lis^and otiier Ani£tutes, are fre^oentaii 
ov*r Italy. 

Of all the towns in the ecclefiaftieal ftatcj 
Ihe moft flouriilting is Bdogna, whiclfe is » 
fttmdtcd and ninety-five miles n o r t b - # ^ 

from 



fNIa ftotne^ 4tiid is p«i1isiips indebted '^il its 
pip^srky to tbf diftanca of tfec fitulitipu.jfl 
niTif): own, tluititl^ kiference is not very 
cea^toMiahle M common obiervation in 
reaped to delegated go^»f amtsnts ̂  t>ut that 
of <fec popes in moftcircum^anccs is difie<-
rent from every other that I know. Th<si 
fvicotf^&mtff the Roman pontiflfs being not 
hereditirj)-, btit «le6livc, it is more the 
ftudy of ea<ih incumbent to enrich.and ag-< 
grandize his own hmUy by oppFcffin^ the 
people, than to tranfmit, to an unknown 
iucceflbf, xh& patrimony of the church in 
a pro{|>croi:is condition. . His delegates, 
there^re, in Rome, and the adjacent partSf 
teing immediately uhder his infpcftion, arc 
more ftrift and i"eVerc, in their exadtions 
from tht fwpetl iubjeds, than thofe who are 
more remote from the capital. ThegoVern* 
meitt of Bologna is always eatioifted to a 
cardinal, who is changed every three years* 
But if he is more indulgent to the peopiigr 
tha^ other .governors, it is probable th»% 
his benignity is not unrewarded by a voluo-
Urfdiffctter fe> himfcif. 

T z The 
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to be aofed, only in their Tvm% seaAamikm. 
^&iory I while Loretto, in objure £f&i, 
and unknown In the times .ef asxtxqvBkf, 
has, through the fuferftitious influence of" 
the Romilh clergy, become the admiratiojci 
and idol of the Catholic world. They in-
duftrioufly propagated a belief, that the 
houfe in which the Virgin Mary is laid to 
have dwelt at Nazareth, was carried thi
ther through the air by angels; boldly af
firming like wife, that on the arrival of the 
facred manfion, all the trees in the neigh> 
bourhood bowed with the profoundeft re-» 
fped. Mecca is not more the refort of 
Mahometan pilgrims* thanLoretto has been 
of t̂tld Catholic. Two hundred thoufand 
have been known to arrive in a year. The 
valuable treajfure of every kind amafied in 
this ^lace, ie^inconceivable; buttbeprodf* 
p&as îe^ofit has at laft ferved only to allure 
the rapacity' of the French, who, by this 
and other depredations* have been emJoieA 
to maintain a war, not only againft the 

Itbertksy 



Itbt^tes of (he peq>l9 t«̂ ho mtde tho^ vtiH 
d<M«ion8 at the 0jrin« of Loretto, btft 
cvcti agaiail th* tkil^ti'^e, both temporal 
and ecclegallical, of that p^paJ power, 
whtjch fomented the popular liehtiioni aQ4 
faperftitious prodigality. 

T 3 3LETTER 
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W HEREVER I now direft my courfe, 
1 Kiay be faid to tread on claffic ground ; 
amidft the veftiges of ancient towns, and 
ancient objects celebrated by the Latin 
poets. From Rome I proceed to the king
dom of Naples, the largeft dominion in Italy, 
being two hundred and feventy-five miles 
long and about a hundred broad. The air here 
i« Ik*,-* MiA the foil fertile in all the ufual 
produce of Italy. Serpents arc frequent in 
this climate, but the bite of them is feldom 
attended with any fatii cffe<fts. It was a 
general opinion among the ancients, chat 
thak ertatures were &ff6€ted by faicioation. 
W e meet with fo many different kinds of 
this art in ancient authors, that it wouldi>e 
tedious to repeat them ; but the kind moll 

celebrated 
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Dâ ĝ eation by. £tig«f^. Tb« poets afor4 
ionipm^rabk inlUiKMs of ^m kiad of 

F^e» generic i^ ̂ rmHmJi^«i^hf*i k^^* 
S^rgerf qHt/amne^ (aniuque, n»i»fi^u«,Jokhat, 

VIAG, 

Ad quorum cantm, fcrjum oblita venenif 
4d quorum cantus mites Jacvere (srqfta. 

SIL. ITALIC* 

The power of this enchantment was be
lieved fo irrefiftible, that ferpents wcrft 
made to barft, and even their heads to fly-
off by it, 

Frigidtis kjkr^fis tanttmAi nrnptur Migvis, v IR cf. 

Tbe ptofaMott ©f magic was in indent 
times very profitable^ aftd there couM he no 
bt^et method to obtain k reputation kt 
ttedrt,than.by pfctej^ing to a tiipernatm^l 
l i cence ^^vet̂  ^r{letit$. Two tiicttiii^ 
Hhmxmi #h«ch ̂ very m«eh l^\vt^#d thk inl!*̂  
|)afiare^^vere^Miiit)'tiw^ ftf̂ fxifed tl^fef*^ 
fi^ttts whofe poi£>ii was mofi virqlent, to be 

fome-
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liCc^ttd bf t&igiog, k .iii»»&4»}ttck8l̂  :4^ac 
ifaey h ^ fliut their cars. The power &f^', 
4ucing any furprifing effeft from a natural 
caufe, di^QVered perha^ Vy accideAtv and 
kept iecrct froisf the people, was fufEcmnt, 
vfith the addition of a few m^fterious words 
or ceremonies, to pais for preternatural en-
dqvvments. It would however be too bold 
tp deny, that ferpents can in fome degree 
be charmed by mufic ; f^ch a fenfibility be
ing oftea obferved "in other animals. And 
Mr. Shaw tells us qf fevenal woraif^ a^ {pc 
?i^s qf lizafd, wjiipji h« h5̂ d feejiidanc^ tp 
mufic. It is therefore »ot improbable, ffeaf 
l»^Ry of thefe animals have been induftri-
oufly tamed by thofe who fcetepdpd t# the 
art of enchaiitment, in oider to delude the 
jxepplf* And J am ^ opii^iq^, t b ^ t ^ f a -
mou& f^rj^at whi^k w«At (rom tbs temple 
of £^pu|9^>^» m * 4 ^ $9 ̂ om^ to qpr« 
lfe*J!<sMi*̂ *% fjagu% Mdlv beep. Itf f<me 
^Hp$%fpafM(li#Cthepr^^#t^tf4^t^. Hioi: 
%l|i4)fr^»M>iev!Q n̂nt>4fa«̂ |i5f|wmt$,.'>«pkicb 
Ihfi Bm^kmrn^^m tMf^ttdtiimi^i ^lam Mtir» 



'9iSma^k>n s^.tb» tHaltkiftile^ were an r̂ollHn-
j^sm idio mcHftiiiRi»si(sis of tke- kind j tho^ 
Morace, inhisOties to^Bacchi]% would in
timate to the contrary^ 

I have beea led into thi» fhott dtgreffioa 
by two canfes : one is, the oou&trf through 
which I am pafling, is that 4>f the lll»'fi« 
who were femous for their '^jwer oT«t 
ierpents; and the other^ that <me ef 
horfes was bitten by a ferpent, whkh 
happened to crofs the road in oor jo«r»" 
nty, 

Naples, the capital of this kingdom^ ili^ds 
Oil an eminence, rising gradually from ^ e 
fea, which forms here a fine bay, thirty 
CQiles in diameter. This city is a{)x>ni(h< 
ingly fuperb^ and adorned with aU the pro-
fn&xm of art and riches. The houfes are ia 
genetal fiye <jr itxiloriesr in he^hty and 
§&t U the ^o|t, «ii •nrhich ««» ftlftoed mxOi* 
hmi of flower, vaifes, or £mi%>^t»m 'm hoaces 
oi. ̂ aflhy |>rQduciag a very plea^i^ tffi^. 
SEHS^ of/th0 .ilae^s are rem^ksAikp'^kmim 
Inifte, paf^icNlari^ thofewlaeh ik^c^ealo 
lite; \m^ la iMsiCkf yoti will £ad>^m rkfa-
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eAr axd vifuShdomaxp^t^ ccmventfi idT Em* 
rope ; ^md^^ moik fertile and beaMtM}d 
hills ia the neighbourhood are covered with 
tbem* Upon the bay at this place i^ood 
one of picero's villas ; and forae ruins yet 
to be feen are faid to be the veftiges of it. 

The dignified clergy and nobility of this 
kingdom arc very numerous. In the cafa* 
iogoe of the former, we meet with no lefe 
than twenty-five archbifliops, and a hun
dred and twenty-five bifhops j and in that 
of the latter, about three hundred princes, 
dukes, marquiffes, and earls. A great part 
of this clafs is compofed of Genoele, and 
other foreigners, who have purchafcd titles 
in the kingdom' It is ccmiputed that one-* 
thardfof .the dominidns of Naples belongs to 
the clergy, and the remainder to the crown* 
the nobility and gentry refpe£lively. Every 
lord or gentleman who is proprietor of a« 
eftatc, k fovereign of the people who live 
upon it, «nd may be faid to have the abfoi 
lotei-dtfpi^liQf aUitheif efibfls. W^hiie they 
plcHij^ tiii (jaacb, and. piano bis vineyard* 
aadMoliivieHyarilsi 'theyuara hatdiy allowttd 
pricmfionftb&fHIri^it iib]? e i u ^ n g th^n ttii 
loidergo the toil; and the more to euci eafe 

their 
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t ^ r dependence^ they are amenable <to the 
courts of their refpedive lords, in cwsry 
cafe that is not capital. The confequenc© 
of this great oppreffion is, that ^though the 
Country abouncJs in filks, the manufacture is 
Very inconfiderable. They fend moft of 
it abroad unwrought, and that in fuch a 
manner as is highly difadvantageous to the 
traffic of the nation. For having few Ihipa 
of their own, as well as being deftitute ai 
the fpirit of commerce, the proprietors of 
the lands fell the produce of their cftates to 
foreigners, who ufually export them in vcf-
fcls helonging to their own country. 

The king's ordinary revenues are com-« 
puted at a million a year, arifmg from a 
compofition with the nobility and gentry 
for certain fums, in li|tu of ihcir perfonal 
fervices, from a dutyA6xi hotifes, and an zU 
moft general excifc. The crown aMb 
claims a po\Ver of keying addilionaltaxoson 
t ^ landed intereS, according: to the.ne« 
ceffitics of the ftate. The dcjigy are iuht 
je^ to iM) impoils, but grant, a /jreeig^li, 
which ho'wmmr is £or the moft part» ^ft^* 
portionabletdt^e taaces on the k»ty« 

Abou£ 
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About fee tnlles eaft of Naples,- fta^K^ 
Mount VefaVius, ia aWfvil gr^jdeur. M 
declivity towards the fca is everjr whefe 
planted with vines and fruit-trees, and it 
is equally fertile towards the bottom; bttt 
within a mile and a half of the top, it ig 
covered with black cinders and ftones. 
Vcfuvius has been a volcano beyond the 
reach of hiflory or tradition. Long before 
the firft recorded epoch of its irruption, it 
was defcribed by authors as bearing the 
marks of fire on its fummit. A tnoft a n k 
mated defcription of its ravages in 79, is 
left us by the younger Pliiiy. From that; 
time it now and then burft out, and alarin-
ed the neighbouring country ; but feeale^ 
by degreestolofe its vigors till in the lower 
ages it fcarcely gave^ufficient alarm tw me-r 
rit at .place in the chconieles of the times. 
Ia 1631, it broke out again with accum«^ 
fated fury, And fpread fuch devaftatioa 
around, ai alm&il; equf^ed the fiHl-menh 
ti^edi'^< §Ĥ tice thattiine^ it has had its pe-> 
«!&od9 of< tttftHilenee <Saiiki mpofe; mud ^ ^ e 
-̂ fiiiefs it iefis'fo« encrtsafed^ its vloioiK:e, ias «> 
^mit fmtfke cb&tinvtzBf'j 1^^ evety jtld^^ 
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at.Uaft, a tfu-rî iit <if lava* It k jmhaMsi 
kavever, that with aU its terrors, V « ^ * 
\'ms4 opea and a(3iiVe> is lc& hoftile to 
Naples, than it woyld be, if it*, eruptions 
were to eeafe, and its fury confined to ita 
bowels. 

It is computed that about two thirds of 
the property of this kingdom is in the 
hands of the ecclefiaftics; a ftrong tempta
tion to his Neapolitan Majefly to reduce 
thefe emoluments. The nobility here are 
Very numerous, but generally very poor* 
They are neverthelefs extremely fond of 
ihew andfplendor, which they endeavour te 
difplay in the richnefs of their drefs, the 
brilliancy of their equipages, and the tium-
bcr of their attendants. 

Between Naples and Mount Vefuvius 
{lood the ancieut city of Herculaneum, 
wiiich was ovcirwiielmed by a torrent of 
laVa from that mountain, in the^fisik'y&Kt 
of the emperor Titus Vefpaiialt. 

The precife fituatioft of this fuj^terra* 
li»o«$ ̂ ty was t)ot knomn till the,year (;ia 9, 
when it was accidentallydifcovere^ by ibipo 
hfiamtfif** I*dttle progreis wasoaadein the 

excavatioQS 
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escavattons tMi Cbifie^^ iu^at^ of.Spaitti 
afcended this Neapolitan throne^ By hia 
trnwesried « ^ r t i and liberality, a very coa^ 
Mete&At part of Herculaneum has hem. ex* 
plored, and fuch treafures of antiquity 
drawn out, as form perhaps the moft cori* 
ous mufeums in the world. It being fo ar-
duous a tafk to attempt the removing of theJ 
covering, the king contented himfelf with 
cutting galleries to the principal buildings, 
and caufing the extent of one or two of 
them to be cleared. Of thefe the moft con* 
fidcrable is the theatre. On a baluftrade, 
which divided the orcheftra from the ftage* 
was found a row of ftatues, and on each fide 
of the pulpitum, the equeftrian figure of a 
pcrfon of the Nonia family. 

Since the king of Spain left Naples^ the 
digging has been continued, but with leis 
fpirit and expenditure than before. Indeed 
the number of curio£cies aheady colleiS^ 
is fo great^itbat a relaxation of Zealand 
tt£livity becomes excufable< 

Xkisc-mufeiim contains not only (latues* 
bofta, alturs, inicriptions^ and other orna« 
mental appendages of opulence and Juxary; 
hat alfo an entire aiTortnaent of the domef* 

tic, 
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iftCbd by the &n«i^itts^ tfipocb of e l e g i t 
form ftad exq«i^« ivorkman&tp, latlips In 
endlefs variety* vafes and bafons of great 
4imenfions, chandeliers of the ffioft beau
tiful IKapes, pateras, and otlier appurte
nances of facrificc, mirrors of pcdiflicd me
tal, coloured glafs fo hard, clear, and well 
ftained, as to appear emeialds, iapphires, 
and other precious iloties ; a kitchert com
pletely fitted up with copper pans, 
lined with iilver, kettles, cifterns for heat
ing water, and every neceflary for culinary 
purpofes ; corn, bread, filh, oil, wine, and 
flour; a lady's toilet, completely furniflied 
with combs, thimbles, rings, paint, &c. 
The bufts fill feveral rooms, but very few 
of the originals whom they were meant to 
delineate, are known. The floors are paved 
with ancient Mofaic." 

A more Valuable acquidtion than bronzesr 
and pidtures was thought to be made, when 
a large parcel of mani>fcVipts was found 
among the ruins, Hopes were entertained 
that many latent works- t>f the claffics W«re 
on the point of being reftored to light; but 
the difficulty of unrolling the burnt parch

ment, 



meat, of {j»|liag the friigmtots da i fia^ fur^ 
face, and ckf «lecypbering the obfeutre letteit, 
have fxavpA fijch obftacles, that very Uttl« 
progrefs haft yet been made in the work. A 
prieft invented the method of proceedings 
but it would require the joint labours of 
many learned men to carry on fo nice and 
tedious au operation with any fucce^. 

LETTEK 
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A Few miles from Ilcrculaneum is fitu-
ated Pompeii, which likcwifc unfortunately 
pcriihed bv the Lvme cataflrophe with the 
preceding. The entrance of Pompeii is 
near the quadrangular barracks of the Ro
man cohorts that compofcd the garrifon. 
A portico runs round the court, fupported 
by pillais of flone covered with flucco, and 
painted. The troops fcem to have been ac
commodated with every convenience, and 
even luxury ; for they had both a theatre 
and an amphitheatre belonging to their 
quarters. 

The excavations have not been purfued 
with regularity, but carried on in different 
fitdations, juft as hope or caprice a<Suated 
the minds of the enfrincers. The centre of 
the city is >et hidden under the vineyards, 
while the principal exertions arc made near 

U the 
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the walls and gates. One opening difplays 
fome houfes, part of a ftreet; and a temple 
of Ifis. The outward appearance of the tem
ple is the moil fimple that can be imagined. 
The penetrale oi the temple is a fmall 
pavilion raifcd upon fteps, under which is 
a vault that may have ferved for the pur-
pofes of oracular impofition. 

A cavity of confiderkble extent has laid 
open part of a principal ftreet, one of the 
city gates, a length of wall, fome tombs, 
and a road without the gates. The town 
walls are built with large fquares of lava 
in irregular courfes, and the ftreets are 
paved with the fame materials irregularly 
laid ; the feet of horfes and the wheels of 
carriages have worn deep marks in the 
lava. 

The people of this town had paid no at
tention to uniformity in building their 
houfes ; for fome projeft, while- others re
tire behind the line. The (hops have ftone 
feats before them, and over the doors, em
blems, in relievo, of the trade of the in
habitants. 

The houfes are fmall and built rbund 
courts, from which all the apartments re

ceived 
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ceived their light. The walls of the rooms 
arc ftuccoed, and painted in a moft beau
tiful tafte. The apartments are fmall and 
fquarc, and many had no light but through 
the door. In the kitchens and apartments 
of the fervants, a green ferpent is painted 
upon the wall, before which a lamp was 
kept burning. The fame divinity was wor-
fhipped near the road, without the walls. 

Poeftum, or Pofidonia, another ancient 
city in the neighbourhood, was difcovercd 
iu the fame manner, above thirty years ago, 
and has likewife afforded much gratification 
to curiofity. One experiences a melancholy 
kind of pleafure in beholding fccnes which 
had lain concealed from mortal fight during 
almoft feventcen hundred \ears, efpecially 
when they are memorials of an extraordi
nary convulfion in nature ; but nothing 
gratified my curiofity fo much, as the cele
brated obje£ls which are clofely interwoven 
with mythology. On the fea coafl adjoining 
to Naples, I looked with eagernefs for the 
grotto of tRe S)^bil, amidft the rocks where 
it is defcribed to have formerly exifted, but 
1 looked in vain. The cave with a hun
dred openings is not now to be found ; aftd 

U 2 there 
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there remain no more traces of her fa* 
cred habitation, than of her famous predic
tions.' Like JEnc^s, however, I went di-
jreftly from the fpot to the lake Avernus, 
now Averne, which I found in a condition 
far more agreeable than it was in the time 
of the Trojan hero. 

This celebrated lake i? circular, and al-
moft entirely hemmed in by an amphithe
atre of hills on every fide ; charafteriftic 
marks of a volcanic crater. The land
scape, though confined, is extremely plea-
fant. The dark blue furface of the un
ruffled A\'aicrs, fiiid to be three hundred 
and fixty fathoms deep, ftrongly refleft the 
tapering groves that cover its floplng cn-
cldfurcb. Slioals of wild fowl fwim about, 
and kind's-fiihcis llioot alonir under the 
banks. A largr ochigon temple, in ruins, 
advances m.ijoih'callv to the brink. Its 
marble ornaments liave been Ions: iince re-
moved, but its form and fiZe flill render it 
a noble objed. It was probably dedicated 
to the infernal gods, to whofe worfhip thofe 
folemn fcenes were formerly confecrated. 
Black aged orovco ftretch their boughs over 
the watery abyfs, which they darkened 

with 
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with their foliage impenetrable to the rays 

of light ; while mephitic vnpors afceuding 

from the hot bowels of the earth, being de

nied free paffage to the upper atmofpherc, 

floated along the furface in poifonous inifts. 

Thefe circumftances produced horrors fit 

for fuch gloomy deities, and fuperftition 

early feizedthis fpot to celebrate her dilmal 

orgies. Here fhc invoked the manes of 

departed heroes, and here fhe offered lacri-

ficcs to the gods of hell , ,and attempted to 

dive into the fecrets of futurity. Poets 

enlarged upon the popular theme, and 

painted its aweful fcenery with the ih'ong-

efl colours of the art. 

But a fudden olarc of li<j;ht was at lafl let 

in vipon Avernus : T h e axe of Agrippa 

brought its foreft to the ground, and gave 

room for all its malignant effluvia to efcape. 

T h e horrors c f the place were immediately 

difpelled, and with them the fan£i:ity of the 

lake. T h e virulence of the exhalations 

from Avernus, is defcribed by ancient au

thors as very extraordinary : modern writers 

who know the place in a cleared ftate only, 

charge thofe accounts with exaggeration ; 

but it is probable that they were founded in 

fad: 
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fa£l: for even now the air is not of the 
pureft kind, as appears from the complexion 
of the vine dreflers, who have fucceeded 
the Sybils and the Cimmerians in the pof-
fcffion of the temple. 

At prefent, the Averniis abounds with 
tench, as the Lucrine does with eels. The 
change of fortune in theie lakes is fingular: 
III the fplendid days of imperial Rome, the 
Lucrine was the chofen fpot for the brilli
ant parties of pkafure of a voluptuous 

'court. They aie defcribed by Seneca as the 
higheft refinement of extravagance and lux
ury. A flimy bed of rufhes now covers the 
fcattered pools of this once beautiful fheet 
of water, while the dulkv Avernus is clear 
and unmoleftcd, offering a mod alluring 
fcene for fimikir amufements. 

The Lucrine Lake, fo famous amongft 
the Romans for its fine oyftcrs, and other 
fifh, lay near the fhore, but almofl the 
whole bed of it is now occupied by a moun
tain, which rofe infVantaneoufly in the night 
between the nineteeth and twentieth of 
September, 1538, during an earthquake, 
which caufed a terrible devaftation in the 
neighbourhood. The fubterraneous fire 

eje£led 
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cje£l:ed by a wide chalm fuch a quantity 
of {tones, afhes, fulphur and fand, as formed 
the prefent mountain ; ' the perpendicular 
height of which is not leis than four hun
dred rods, and the circumference three Ita
lian miles. 

Between the lake Agnano and Puzzoli, 
the ancient Puteoli, lies the village of Sol-
fatara, fo called from the vafl quantities 
of fiilphur continually forced out of the 
cliffs by fubterranean fires. Near it is the 
Grotto del Cani, remarkable for its poifon-
ovis fteams, and is fo denominated, from its 
fatal effe(£ts on dogs which happen to enter 
it, if they remain there any confiderable 
time. 

The lad object in the neighbourhood of 
Naples which I fliall mention, is the Grotto 
of Paufilippo. It pierces through the pro
montory of its own name, in a direct, but 
afcending line from eaft to weft. It is cut 
in the tufo ftone, is arched, and receives 
light fron» the two mouths, and fome dia
gonal apertures in the roof. It is eighty-
nine feet high in the moft elevated part, not 
rifing in the loweft above twenty-four ; in 
length exa611y two thoufand four hundred 

and 
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and fourteen fee t ; in breadth twenty-twd< 
T h e fcantinefs of light here is at all t imes 
djftrefling; for that A\'hich is. admitted thro* 
the openings abovemcutioned, and the 
feeble glimmerings of a lamp burning be
fore a piclurc in the middle, are no lecurity 
noiainfl the dan2:ers of bein<r run over, and 
crufhcd to pieces againft^ the wall , or at Icaft 
hurt bv the taii'^ots which dlle,! aic contiiui-
ali\ brintrir" trom the woods. Bt(ides thi^ 
incon\enience , the dull is intolerable in 
fumnicr, and the nuifiince is incrcaf^d every 
time that the King of Naples pafles thioiigh, 
as the joad is then flrcwcd willi a frcfli co
vering of land. It is furprifmg how paf-
iengcrs \ c n t u i c to t ra \c l alons; this iubter-
raneous road at all hour.,, fingly, oi in com
pany, without an> guaid, to prevent al-
faults, or luflicieiu JiL;ht to deteft a lurking 
aflaffin. It rt ficcls honor upon the national 
charactei- of the I\eapolitans, that people 
have fuch fecurity in a country f o i l l p i o -
vided with officers of police. 

Different opinions are entertained with 
refpc£t to the firfl openers of this grotto. 
Th i s kind of rocky fubfVance is perforated 
with ji> much cafi?, and the pradice of form

ing 
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ing fubterraneous gnlkrics feems to have 
prevailed at fo very early a p e n u ' of fo-
ciety, that fbme authors have afcribed th6 
work to the giants or the Cimmerians, who 
were wont to make caves their place of r e -
f)dcnce, as well as the rcpofitory of their 
plunder. Others affirm it to have l^ecn ex 
ecuted by Cocccius, an aichiteft of the Au-
suftan ajje ; but this iccms to be founded 
upon the miiconccption of a paffage in Stra« 
bo. From. Seneca's cxprelHons complain-, 
ing of its inconvenience, it apjjcars to have 
been at that time only open for foot paffcn-
gers. Alphonius 1. widened it for carri* 
ages, and fince his reign, it has been con-
fiderably lieightened and levelled. 

Above the eaftern entrance, on the very 
brink of a precipice, a ruinous vaulted 
buildijig, nccompauied with a bay tree, is 
fliewu as the tomb of Viro-il ; but there is 
no other authority than that of tradition, 
that his allies were depofitcd in this fc-
pidchrc. 

Speaking of the neighbourhood of N a 
ples in general, I think it the paradifc of 
Italy. It has no other alloy than the appre* 
henfion of danger from Mount Vefuvius ; 

and 
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and Hannibal expofed his army to more 
certain deftruftion, when he fufFered the 
Carthaginian ardor of difciphne to be re» 
laxed in the voluptuous chmate of Capua. 
But the atmofphere of Naples appears not 
to have the fame effcdl on the natives of the 
country and foreigners. In different ages, 
this province of Italy has given birth to men 
of great celebrity both in arts and arms. 
Cicero and C. Marius were born within the 
boundaries of the prefent kingdom of Na^ 
pies. 

To give an account of the illuftrious 
writers which Italy produced in ancient 
times, would lead me into an extent of de
tail far beyond the intended limits of my 
epiftolary correfpondence. I fhould have 
to trace the hiftory of Latin literature, from 
the time of Ennius, to its extin<51ion on the 
downfall of the Roman empire. I fliall 
therefore content myfelf with barely menti
oning the moft diflinguifhed authors who 
have arifen in this couiitry. 

In profe, the writings of Cicero, Julius 
Cajfar, Salluft, Livy, and Tacitus, difplay 
fupcrior excellence in different flyles of 
coi»pofitiou ; while Virgil, Horace, Ovid, 

and 
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and Lucretius, have difputed with the 
Greeks the palro of poetic celebrity. Since 
the revival of letters in Italy, Galileo, T o -
ricelli, and others, have cultivated mathe
matics and natural philofophy with fuccefs. 
Strada, Father Paul, Guicciardini, Benti-
voglio, and Davila, who wrote both in Latin 
and Italian, revived among the moderns the 
fpirit and genius of ancient literature. . But 
among the Italian poets, Dante, Arlofto^ 
and Taffo, are the moft diftinguiflied ; and 
Metaflafio has acqvured great fame by writ
ing dramatic pieces fet to to mufic. San~ 
nazarius, Fracaftorius, Bembo, Vida, and 
other natives of Italy, have written Latin 
poetry with an elegance, corre^lnefs, and 
Ipirit, which rival the compofitions of anti
quity. With regard to Italian painters, 
iculptors, architect;, and muficians, they 
have carried their refpeiftive arts to the 
Jiigheft degree of perfedion. 

LETTER 
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T, E T T E R XXVII. 

.UITTING the continent of Italy, 1 
go for the iflantl oi C-apri, ancicjitly called 
CaprciE, fituatcd about eighteen miles 
foutli of Naples, at the entrance of the 
Gulf. It extciids four miles-in length from 
eaft to weft, and about one in breadth, 
Ste«p cliffs and maffcs of rock give it a 
•wildnefs of appearance, which on advanc-
Iti"- nearer, is gradually foftcned by patches 
of verdure, and c)niters of white houfcb. 
On a ridge between two rugged eminences, 
which form the extremities of the ifland, 
and near their Shaggy fummits, to a tre
mendous height, are Icen the cupolas and 
buildings of the epiicopal city ; a confider-
able place, apparently, when viewed at a 
diftance, but afterwards dwindles to a vil-
lace. From hence there runs an ancient 

caufeway, 
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caufeway, to the eaftern fummit of Capri, 
where ftupendous cUffs overhang the chan
nel, which feparates the ifland from Cape 
Campauella, anciently Promontorium Athc-
neeum, or Minerva;. The view from this 
place is fo extenfive, grand, and beautiful, 
that it is impoffible to behold it without 
emotions of fvirprife and rapture.' At onq, 
glance, it difpUiys n range of coail: exceed
ing a hundred miles in length: Naples, 
with all its hills and fwarming fuburbs, 
backed by the toweiiug Appenninc; Velu-
vius pouring forth the volumes of fmoke; 
at its tcct innumerable villages and verdant 
plains, contrafted with purple lavas; im
mediately below, Miijcrva's promontory-
advancing towards Capri, and dividing the 
Neapolitan bay from the fcmicircular bafon 
of Selerno, at the bottom of which are fccn 
the wliite ruins of Pa^ftum. In this part of 
the ifland Rt)od the fummer palace of Tibe
rius Ctcfar, where he pafled almoft ten 
years, hidden from the world, and wallow
ing in the moff brutal dcJjaucheries. Pro-
ceedii,^ northward through vineyards and 
orchards, we come to the palace of La 
Marina, where the fatue emperor had a 

v/inter 
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winter refidcnc^. Columns, and other frag
ments of architefture, fcattered in the fands, 
remain as memorials of its fplendor. The 
conduit that fupplied the place with water 
ftill exifts. 

The odium attached to the memory of 
Tiberius proved fatal to his favourite abode; 
for fcarcely was his death proclaimed at 
Rome, when the fenatc ifTued orders for 
the demolition of every fabric he had raifed 
(?u the ifiand, which was thence forward 
dcilined to anfwer the purpofcs of a ftate 
prilon. In this ifland, acrofs every break 
in the woods, or chafin in the hills, I'ows 
of nets are placed, to intercept liock-doves 
and quails, in their annual flights ; and the 
quantity taken of each fort, efpecially of the 
latter, is almoft incredible. 

The iflands of the Syrens, fuppofcd to 
be thofe now called Galli, on the coaft 
of Calabria, and which Ulyfles pafled with 
fo much caution and hazard, are five in 
number, and have experienced great revo
lutions from thejeffeds of fubterfanean fire. 
The tradition of Syrens refiding hereabouts 
is very ancient, and univerfally admittedg,^ 
but what they really were, divefted of their 

fabulous 
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fabulous and poetical difguife, is not ea(y'to 
difcover. It has been conjeftured, that on 
thofe promontories fome female fovereign 
once dwelt, in times of which no records 
are exifting. The poft Ihe, chofe for her 
refidence was no doubt {irongly fortified, 
and well fituated for her piratical fubje£ts to 
dart out upon, and intercept all vefTels that., 
navigated thefe feas in ages when it was not 
the praftice to fail at any conliderable dif-
tance from land. Thus they may have 
rendered themfelves formidable to man
kind by violence and martial exploits ; but 
it is more natural, and more confonant to 
the idea generally entertained of them, to 
veft the power of the Syrens in the arts and 
corruptions of peace. Thefe iflands bear 
all the marks of having been formed by 
fubterranean fires. 

Scylla and Charybdis, fo much cele
brated by th& ancient poets, are now- di
verted of all the terrors which rendered 
them dreadful to navigators. Scylla is fitu
ated near the Cape of Pelorus. Modern 
voyagers may glide clofe under thofe dread-
i. : rocks without any apprchenfion of dan
ger : for the water fcarce undulates, and 

no 
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no furf is feen to break at the foot of the 

cliff, nor bellowing heard among its dark 

caverns. W h e n a tempeft rages, however, 

the dafhing and roaring of the billows, as 

they are driven into thcfc broken cavities, 

is truly horrible, and cap?»blc of ftriking 

terror into the inofh intrepid mariner, if his 

yellcl drives near. A large caftlc covers the 

fummit of this famous rock ; and fiom it a 

row of houlcs extends on both fides in a 

flope to the beech, which is femicircular^ 

planted with trees, and Iheltered by very 

high cliffs. 

W h a t is now lliewn as the Charybdis of 

the ancients, is a kind of whirlpool in the 

harbour of Meffma, where voyagers obfcrve 

nothing more than a rippling, occafioned by 

the meetino; of the tide and torrents. T h e 

bottom of the ilraits ib ftailow, and full of 

rocks ; conlequcntl) numberlefs points and 

cavities mufl occur to obftrudl^and perplex 

the regular courfe of the current, and caufe 

whirlpools that are dangerous in ftormy 

•Weather ; or even in dead calms, when vef-

fels may be*embayed, and drawn among the 

Ihallows, from which they want wind to 

extricate themfelves. It is highly proba

ble 
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ble that the fea has worn itfelf a pfiTagc 
through the Faro much more eaiy and ex
panded than it was when Homer compofed 
his OdylTey, which was perhaps not many 
centuries after the waves had burft through 
the conne&:ing 1/lhmus between SiciJy and 
the coaft of Reggio. Then Scylla might in^ 
deed be a tremendous rock j and the hol
lows under the fea, where the waters vet 
foaming, and agitated by the refiftance they 
had met with at Scylla, were huiTied and 
whirled about, mufl have been an irrefift-
iblc vortex, from which no {hip could 
clcape. The alternate adtion offwallowing 
up and vomiting the wreck, was fimilar to 
that of a pool at the foot of any lofty 
cafcadc, 

1 have already come upon the coaft of Si
cily, ancicnly called Trinacria, from its 
triangular (hape. It is the largeft of the 
Italian iflands, being about a hundred and 
eighty miles long, and a hundred and 
twelve broad. It lies in a warm, but plea-
fimt and hdUlthful climate, conflantly re-
frelhed by cool breezes from the ocean aj;id 
mountains. It 'is feparated from Cala-
br;3a Italy only by the Stiaxt of Meflina, 

X which 
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which is not fevcn miles over in the nar-? 
loweftpart. This ifland, once the granary 
of the world for corn, ftill continues tofup-
ply Naples and other |5aris with that com
modity ; but its cultivation is now greatly 
diminished, and confequently its fertility. 
Palermo, the capital of Sicily, is computed 
to contain a hundred and twenty thoufand 
inhabitants. The two principal ftreets, and 
wh ch cr^ik each other, are very fine. It 
carries on a confiderable trade, as alfo did 
Meffina, which, before the earthquake in 
1783, was a large and well-buil| city, con
taining many churches and convents, gene
rally elegant ftru6tures. Religious founda
tions are extremely numerous in Italy. 
Some parts of the ifland are remarkable for 
the beauty of its female inhabitants; and 
ther? arq a great pumbcr of remains of an
tiquity in ruins. 

The contrivance of Dionyfius, the tyrant 
of Syracufe, for liflening to the converfa-
lion of thofe perfons whom he had thrown 
intoprifon from motives of jealouiy, is ce
lebrated by ancient hiftorians.' This famous 
excavation, which is eighteen feet wide, 
and fifty-eight high, runs into -a hugeri^k 

in 
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in the form of a capital S : the fides are 
chiffcled very ftnootb, and the roof co
vered, gradually Iferrowlng to almoft as 
fharp a point as a Gothic arch. Along this 
point runs a groove, or channel, which ferv-
ed,'' as is fuppofed, to coJled the found 
from the fpeakers below, and convey them 
to a pipe in a fmall cell above, where they 
were heard with the greateft diftinftnefe. 
But the place having been too m«eh opened 
and altered, has now loft its virtue in the 
interior part ; though the echo at the 
mouth of the grotto is fo very loud, that the 
tearing of a piece of paper made as great a 
noifeas a fmart blow of a cudgel on a board 
would have done. That it was, however, 
conftrufted intentionally for a liftening 
place, it is impoflible, after an attentive 
furvey of the whole, to entertam afty doubt; 
and rings are cut out of the angles of the 
walls, to wMch, we may fuppofe, the more 
obnoxious criminals were faltened. 

The greateft natural curiofity in this 
illand is Mount ^ t n a , which has been a 
volcano beyond the records of hiftorv : 
^onf. Buffon is even of opinion, that it 
was fo from the creation of the world. Its 

X 2 figure 
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figure is circular, and, when viewed at qf 
diftance, appeafs conical. »Th« top of it, 
however, is a vaft ridgcf almofl: Jevel, hav-
iug a round eminence at each extremity, 
and about the middle a forked hill rifmg 
higher than the reft, and furrounding the 
crater, from which the fmoke afceado. This 
part aloue is of a dark colour, one flieet of 
fnow covering all the remainder. At the 
foot of this flupendous ridge lie gloomy 
valli^s of prodigious depth, feparatcd from 
^ach -other by many mountains ; below 
which, n)oft beautiful woods form a mighty 
girdle round the frozen region. 

On a rifing ground, in the dcfcenL, about 
^ mile fronpi the crater, are Lo be feen the 
rfijtiains of a foundation of an ancient build
ing. It is of brick, and fcems to have been 
ornamented with white marble, many frag-
in:qnts of which are fcatteied about. It is 
called the Philofopher's Tower, and is faid 
to have b^eu inhabited by Empedoclcs- As 
the ancients u<fed to facrifice to the celeftial 
gods on tko top of .Mtm, it may be the 
rutins of 9 temple which ferved for that 
gu^pofe. 

Near 
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Near the entrance of the woody region 
of ^ t n a , cbefnut and oak trees are inter
mixed, but afterwards oak alone Is to be 
feen. Some of thefe are of a prodigious 
lize. One of them meafures twenty eight 
feet in circumference. But what exceeds 
all other productions of the foreft, hitherto 
defcribed, is the celebrated chefnut-tree, 
called from its aftoni/hiiig fize Capagno dt-
ccjito cavalU, as fuppofing it capable of fliel-
tering a hundred horfe under the canopy of 
its boughs. It ftands fingle, on a gentle 
rifmg. This wonderful produ6lion of the 
Vegetable kingdom confifls of a trunk, now 
fplit to the furface of the earth, but united ' 
ii\to one body at a very fmall depth below. 
o f this trunk fire divifions are formed, each 
of which fends forth enormous branches; 
and the circumference of it, at one inch 
above the gfound, is a hundred and ninety-
fix Engiilh feet. M±na. has never been mca-
fured with geometrical accuracy ; but fomc 
compute the height of it to be twelve 
thoufand feet. 

X 3 L E T T E R 



3 1 0 LETTERS OF A T R A V E L L E I U 

L E T T E R XXVIII. 

IL HE ifland of Sardinia, which gives 
a royal title to the Duke of Savoy, lies 
ahout fifty-leagues weft of Leghorn. It is 
about a hundred and fixty miles long, and 
eighty broad. The foil is fruitful in corn, 
and wine, but the air is bad, on account of 
marftics; and this ifland vras therefore a 
place of exile for the Romans. At Cagliari, 
•which is the capital, there is an univerfity, 
and an archbiftiopric ; and there alfo the 
viceroy refides. But it is hardly an obje6l 
of any great attention in a political view ; 
for it is thought that his Sardinian majefty's 
revenues froxn this ifland, do not exceed 
five thoufand pounds fterling. It was for
merly annexed to the crown of Spain, but 
at the peace of Utrecht, was ceded to the 
emperor, and in 1719 to the houfe of Savoy^ 

The 
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The ifland of Corfica lies betv r̂fecn Sardi
nia ancf Genoa, to which republic it was 
in fubjeftioii at the middle of the prefeut 
century; but the oppreffion excrcifcd by the 
Genoefe' excited the inhabitants to revolt. 
The ifland was then ceded to the French, 
•who endeavoured to continue the fame ty
rannical form of government which had 
been introduced by its former matters. • At 
length, in an affembly of the people, held 
in 1794, it xvas refolved, that a tender of 
the crown of Corfica Ihould be made to the 
king of Great Britain. This was accord
ingly done, and the offer accepted by his 
majefty, when, as you know, a viceroy 
was fent out to take upon him the govern
ment of the ifland 5 and a military and 
naval force appointed for its proteftion. I 
always was of opinion that we fliouid not re
tain it long ; for the Corficans ace an igno
rant and reTraftory people, neither capable 
of difcerning their own interefls, nor of 
lacrificiqjg their natural turbulence to any 
iixed conftitution of government. This 
difpofition was probably fomented by the 
intrigues of the Frcuch, which, for Snce, 
proved favorable to the iatercils of Great 

Britain ; 
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Britain ; as it accelerated an evet^ which 
mull: have taken place at a future period^ 
and faved us an annual expence, which the 
value of the whole ifland, except fo far as it 
afforded a flation for our (hips, was not fuf-
licient to compcnfatc. The ifland is moun
tainous and woody, containing likewife ma-
iiy maHhes. It however produces corn, 
wine, figs, almonds, olives, and other 
fruits, bcfides fome cattle and horfcs. The 
inhabitants are fiid to amount to a hundred 
and twenty thoufand. 

Malta is reckoned among the Italian 
iflands, and I was fond of feeing it on ac
count of the finsularitv of its conftitution. 
It is fituatcd twenty leagues fouth of Cape 
Pafiaro in Sicih, and is of an oval figure, 
abo\it twenty miles long, and twelve broad. 
The air is clear, but exceflively hot, occa-
lioned partly by the drynefs of the foil ; the 
ifland being compofed of a white rock, co
vered with a thin furface of earth. It is 
however extremely produ6live of Excellent 
fruits, and other vegetables. 

M^lta, the capital, confifts of three 
towns, fejiaratcd by channels, which form 
& roamy peuinfulas of folid rock, rifiiig * 

great 
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great height above the fea, and have withia 
them fecure harbours, capable of receiving 
laro-e fleets. No art has been wanting to 
improve by fortifications the natural ftrength 
of the place. The ftreets are fpacious, and 
built of white ftone hpwn out of the rock. 

Malta has been fucceflivcly fubjefl to the 
Phaenicians, the-Carthaginians, and Ro
mans ; ar)d was given by the emperor 
Charles V. to the knights of St. John of 
Jerufalem, after they hid loft the ifland of 
Rhodes, which they had bravely defended 
two hundred years againft all the force of 
the Tuiks. They now affumed the tifle of 
Knights of Malta, and were attacked in 
their new fettlemcut by Solyman, the 
Turkifli emperor, in 1566, but he was 
forced to abandon the ifland, after lofing 
thirty thoufand men in the attempt. 

The knights of Malta originally confifted 
of eight different nations, but now only of 
feven, the Enghfli having withdrawn thcm-
felves at the reformation. They have con-
fi^erable pofleflions in the Roman Catholic 
countries on the Continent, and are under 
the government of a frand-maftcr, wh^ is 
clcded for life. The lord-prior of the 

ordcc 
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order was formerly accounted the prftnc-ba-
ron ill England. The knights are in num
ber about a thoufand : five hundred are to 
refide on the ifland, and the remainder in 
their leminaries in other countries; but 
are bound to make a perfonal appearance 
when called upon. Thry arc fworn to de
fend the church, to obey their fuperiorsj 
and to live on the revenues of their order 
only. They are likewifc under vows of ce
libacy and chaftity ; but it is obferved that 
they keep the former much better than the 
latter. They wear the badge of the order, 
which is a golden crofs of eight points, 
enamelled white, pendant to a black watered 
ribband. On the 18th of September t'hcrc 
is an annual proceflion at Malta, in comme
moration of the Turks having precipitately 
taifed the fiege on that day, in 1563. It is 
a day of great feftlvity among the knights, 
ivho not being debancd by any vow from 
facrificiiig to Bacchus, are the more liberal 
in their libations, from a hatred of the prin
ciples as wdl as the perfons of the Turks, 
jjgainft whom they have been confidered as 
the great bulwark o{ the catholic nations 
m Ikit lide. 

I had 
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I had the honor of receiving an invita
tion to their entertainment ; and havinr 
got a hint that a poetical compliment from 
a Britifh traveller would be acceptable to 
the knights, I wrote the following lines on 
the occafion. 

Hail! Malta's valiant fons, a glorious band I 
Fam'd for great deeds o'er earth's remotefl land | 
While papal ftates their annual tribute pay, 
Albion prefents you^with a votive lay : 
Herfelf a pow'r whom gen'rous paffions roufe. 
She loves your valor, though (lie hates your vovvs 9 
Hates a reftraint that violates nature's laws, 
And dreads the profpeft of a perjur'd caufe. 
Long may your ifle through profp'rous years en

dure, 
In virtue gi'cat, from Turkifh rage fecure; 
Long may the Chriftian faith your zeal inlpire. 
And ancient glory fan the facred fire. 

There happened to be in the company a 
few who were acquainted with the English 
language ; jndtothe others, the fentimcnti 
coiitained in the verfes were haftily explained 
ijf French. You cannot conceive how much 
the knights were pleafed with the compli
ment I had paid them. The grand-raafl:e| 

inftantly 
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filled a buffiper of wine; a fignal for the 
company ^t the different table* to follow 
his example. He then gave a toaft, whicM 
to the difgrace of Britilh patriotifm, would 
be excluded from the public feafts of fome 
focietics in, London that 1 could name : It 
was, " Profpeiitv to Great Britain, and 
*' may her glorious conftitution live for 
•* ever !'* The enthufiafm with which it 
was univerfally drunk, really warmed my 
heart to the Knights of Malta. 
. I never vifited the northern iflands in the 

Mediterranean, though I once had a favor
able opportunity. Indeed they contain no
thing which can much excite the curiofity 
of a voyager. The moft confiderable of 
them are Majorca and Minorca, the Bahara 
of the Romans. The former is about 
lixty miles in length, and forty-five in 
breadth ; the latter about thirty miles in 
length, and generally ten ih breadth. They 
arc not unfruitful, and fome of their pro-
4lfi6tions are efteemed excellent in their 
kind. The principal dcfeft in Minorca is 
in refpe£t of water, of which, except what 
ia faved from rain in cifterns, there is little 
tithcr palatable or healthy. A difeafe ex

tremely 
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tremely frequent in this ifland is the tertian 
fever, or ague, which an intelligent fur-

f eon, who refided fome time at Port Ma^ 
on, imputes to the infli:ite«ice of two 

caufes. One is the general pra£lice of wa-
ibering the gardens too much ; which, joined 
H their being clofelj planted with fuccu-
lent vegetables, occafions a copious exhala~ 
tion of putrid \apours. Another caufe is, 
with great probability, iuppofed to be the 
foft nature of a ipecies of Itonc much ufed 
in building, which bcit\g eafily penetrated 
by water, renders the houfcs very un-
health V. 

LETTER 
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L E T T E R XXIX. 

JL ROM Italy, where I had occaliou to 
fee a great transformation of goverments, 
fome reduced almoft to a flate of infignifi-
cance, fome totally fubverted, and others 
apprehenfive of a fimilar fate, I now take 
my pa0agc over the Adriatic into Greece, a 
country once more celebrated for the genius 
of its inhabitants than Italy itfelf. But 
how prodigious a change ! This however is 
no recent event. ThQ glory of the Gre
cian flates expired with their freedom, 
•which long fince funk under the incumbent 
weight of thcEaftern empire; and the people 
have been ffrther dcbafed by the barbarifm 
of their fubfequent mafters, the Turks, 
Amidft the difafVcrs of fortune, nature has 
flaviflied on this country a varitty of pecu
liar Ucflings. The foil, though unimproved, 

is 
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is ifi many parts luxuriant beyond defcrip-
tion ; the air is falubrious, and friendly to 
the imagination, unlel's when it is corrupted 
from the neighbouring countries, or thro' 
the indolence and uncleannefs of the Xurk-
i(h manner of living. The feafons are here 
regular and pleafant, and have been cele
brated from the remotcft antiquity. 

The very mountains of this country, 
without deriving any fame from volcanos, 
are the moll: celebrated of any in the world, 
and at the fame time, often the mod fruit
ful. Mount Athos Hands on a peninfula 
running into the Egean fea; and the 
mounts Pindus and Olympus, celebrated in 
Grecian fables, feparate Thefi'aly from Epi-
ius. Parnaffus in Achaia, fo famous for 
being confecrated to the mufes, is univer-
fally known. Mount Hasmus is likewife 
often mentioned by the poets; but moft of 
the other mountains have changed their 
names; and even thofe above-mentioned 
have modem n^-mes impolcd upon them by 
the Turks.' 

Befides the mountains above-raentioaed, 
of which the ancients' ellectiled Olympus 
the higheil in the world, arc thofft of Pclion 

and 
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and Offa, mentipned likewife fo oftea by 
the poets, and nOt much inferior in height. 
Between the two laft-mentioned mountains 
lay the celebrated plains of Tempe, repre-
fented by the ancients as equal in local 
beauty to the Eljfian Fields, and noted for 
producing fine grapes, with other fruits of 
a delicious flavour. According to the ac
count dchvered by Strabo and ^ l i a n , this 
beautiful vale extended five miles in length, 
and in breadth near an acre and a half. Oa 
the right and left it was bounded by gentle 
convexities; the Peneus glided along the 
middle ; and the fui rounding groves were 
harmonioufly vocal with the mufic of the 
fineil birds. Livy, however, mentioBiug 
this celebrated place, informs us, that the 
Romans, in marehiug through it, were 
jflruck with a dcgiee of horror lathcr than 
dclio-ht : for bcfides that the deiile was dif-
ficult to pafb, there were ftqep rocks on 
each hand, down which the profped was 
apt to caufe a dizzinefs ; and the awful-
nefs of the fcene was heightened by the 
noife and depth of the interfluent Peneus. 

"Wheu.we (^pfider the various feas which 
lurroufid t ^ s country, namely the Euxinq, 

or 
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or Black Sea;- the Palus Ma;otis, or 
Sea of Afoph ; the Sea of Marmora, 
which feparates Europe from Aha ; Uie 
Archipelago, the Ionian Sea, and tlie Le
vant, we muft acknowledge that no other 
country was fo well fituated for univerfal 
dominion as Turkey in Europe, particularly 
that part of it where the city of Conflanti-
nople flands. The Straits of the HelJefpont 
and Bofphorus arc joined to the fea of Mar-
moia, and are remarkable in modern as 
well as ancient hiftorj. 

The rivers mofh confpicuous in this 
country arc the Danube, the Save, the 
Niefter, the Niepcr, and the Don ; but 
many others have been celebrated by poets 
and hiftorians,which have now alfo changed 
their names. As to lakes in this* country, 
they are not numerous, nor entitled to any 
great applaufe. The Lago di Scutari lies 
in Albania, * and communicates with the 
Lago di Plave, and the Lago di Holti. The 
Stymphalus, fo famous for its harpies and 
ravenous bnxls, lies in the Morea ; and 
Pcneus, from its qualities, is thought to be 
the lake fr«m which the Styx iiTucs, con
ceived by the ancient Greeks to be the paf-

Y i"age 
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fage itito hell. This was in Greece whr.t 
Avcnius was reputed ia Italy. 

Vegetable productions are excellent all 
over European Turkey, efpecially when 
affifted by the fmalleft degree of iaduftry ; 
and it produces in great abundance and per-
l'c(I:lion oi'angcs, lemons, citron s pome
granates, grapes of an excellent and uncom
mon fwcetncls, figs, almonds, olives, and 
cotton ; cxclufive of many drug-s, not com-
mon in otTier parts of Europe. 

Almofl every fpot of ground, every river, 
and every fountain in Greece, prefents the 
traveller with the ruins of a celebrated anti
quity. On the Ifthmub of Corinth, the ruins 
of IN cptune's temple, and the t'lLatre where 
the lilhmean games were celebrated, arc 
•ftill vifiblc. Athens, novs- Sctines, which 
contains at ĵ î Jicnt above ten thoufand inha
bitants, abounds with the mofi magnificent 
and celebrated antiquities in the world. Of 
a few of the mod remarkable of thefe I 
fliall give you a ihort account. 

Amoncr the antiouities of this once fu-
perb city, are the remains of the temple of 
Minerva, built of wliite marbl'o, and en-
compafTed with forty-fix fluted columns of" 

the 
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the Doric "order, forty-two feet high, and 
feven feet and a half in circumference. 
T h e architrave is adorned with baffo-rc-
iicvos, admirably executed, reprefenting 
the wars of the Athenians. T h e Acropolis 
is now a fortiefs, with a thick irregular 
wall , {landing on the brink of precipices, 
and enclofing a large area twice as long as 
broad. Some portions of the ancient wall 
may yet be difcovered on the outfide, and 
in many places it is patciicd with pieces of 
columns, and with mathlcs taken froni the 
ruins ; and the remains of lomc of the edi
fices extant in the Acropolis, Cannot be be
held without admiration. It is, in particu
lar, not eafy to conceive a more ftriking 
objcdl than the Parthenon, though now a 
mere ruin. Several fig-ures in alto-relievo 
are ftill almoft entire on the fide next Hy-
mettus. The i r fubjc£l is the battle of the 
Centaurs and Lapitha;. On the freeze of 
the cell, was carved, in baffo-relievo, the 
iblemnity cjf a facrifice to Minerva ; and of 
this a hundred and fcvcnty feet are (land
ing, the greater part in good prefervation, 
containing a proceflion on horfeback. O n 
two ftones which have fallen, are oxen led 

Y 2 as 
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as vlftims. O n another, fourteen feet lono-, 
are the virgins called (panephoroi, who af-
fifled at the rites, bearing on their heads 
the facred canifters, and in their hands each 
a taper ; with other figures, one a vene
rable perfon with a beard, reading in a 
Lirge volume, which is partly fupported by 
a boy. 

"I'Jic ruin of the Eri thcum is of white 
marble, the architc£lural ornaments of cx-
quifitc workmanfhip, and uncommonly 
curious. T h e columns of the front of the 
temple of Neptune arc ftanding, with the 
architrave, and alfo the fcrccn and portico 
of Minerva Polias, with a portion of the 
cell, retaining traces of the partition wall. 
T h e order is Ionic. 

Tl ie Pandrofeum is a fmall, but very par
ticular l)uilding, of whicii no latisfaftory 
idea can be communicated by dcfcription. 
T h e entablature is fupported by women 
called Car\atidcs. 

T h e hill which is towards Mount Hy-
mettus , is indented with the fite of the 
theatre of Bacchus, where formerly flood 
the moil: ancient temple of that-dcity, and 
Vi'hich was adorned with images of the tra

gic 
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gic and comic poets. Some ftone-work re
mains at the two extremities, but the area 
is ploughed and produces grain. 

T h e temple of Thcfcus is of the Doric 
order, and in the ftyle of its architrave 
Treativ refembles the Parthenon. 

T h e rviin of the temple of Jupiter 01)'m-
pias coniifts of prodigious columns,'tall and 
beautiful, of the Corinthian order, fluted ; 
fome fingle, fome fupporting their archi
traves, with a few maflive marbles beneath. 
The column=;arc about ilx feet iu diameter, 
and neat fi\-tv in hcisfhl. T h e number 
without the cell was a hundred and fixtcen 
or twenty ; Icvcntecn of which were (land
ing in 1676. 

On the fouth-wcH of .Athens, is a beau
tiful ftrufture, commonly called the ]^an-
tern of Demofthenes. It is a fmall round 
edifice of white marble, the roof of which 
is fupportcd by fix fluted colums of the Co
rinthian order, nine feet and a half high. 
In the fpace between the columns are pan-
nels of marble ; the whole is covered with 
a cupola, carved with the rcfemblance of 
fcales ; an3 on the frieze are beautifully re-
prefented in relievo the labours of Hercules. 

Y 3 Here 
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Here are alfo to be feen the temple of the 
Winds ; the remains of the theatre of 
Bacchus ; the temple of Auguftus -, and 
the tnagnificent aquedu6t of the emperor 
Adrian. 

In tlic conftrudiion of thefe various edi
fices, the Greciaa architc(3s were fortunate 
in havirrg m;U'crials of a quality propor
tioned to thcjr own tranfccndant genius ; 
for the marble in Greece is cfteenied one of 
the fiueft in the woild. 

A variety of emotions agitated mv mind 
while I furveyed the antiquities of this me-
morr.hle citv, the binh-pLicc of philolophy, 
and of almoil all polite learning- Alviiuagi-
uation attached a kind of fan^tity to the 
ground which had been trodden by Socrates, 
Plato, Ariftotle, and y^rillidcs. Had Athene 
retauied her liberty ant! civilization to 
the prelent t ime, even the ruins of their 
h.ouks rni<j,ht dill have attra£lcd the vene
ration of poficrity ; and been preferved 
with as much folicitude as was, ^by the Ro
mans, the tliatch-roofed palace of Romulus. 
On the banks of the celebrated IlyiTus, a 
very fmall i lream, there remains'not a vel-
tige of the Lyceum, fo famous in the annals 

of 
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of phllofophy.. T h e only memorial that I 
could difcover, relative to literature, was a 
plain tomb-flonc, apparently of groat an
tiquity and faid to be that of the tiagio 
poet yEfchylus. It is probable that the 
finoular manner of his death has contribiit-
ed to identify this monument. You know 
that he was killed bv tlie fall of a tortoife, 
which an eagle dafiicd .igainfl his bald head, 
miflraking- it for a fionc. 

The Turks here aie in p-.'ucral more 
polite, Ibcial, and affable, than is common 
to their nation, and partake in fome degree 
oftlie d e c k chcira(!:ier. I ' he citizens of 
Athens arc yet dilliiipuiflTed bv a native 
qiiickneis of appichcnfion. but which, not 
being duly cultivated, inftead of producing 
genius, degenerates into cunning. They 
are reputed a molt craft>, fubtle, and acute 
race; and it has been jocofely affirmed, that 
no Jew can live among them, becaufc he 
would be continually outwitted. 

Provifioys of every kind are here good 
and cheap ; the frequent and fevere fafts 
having an influence on the markets. Hares , 
Game , aftd fowl, may be purchafed for 
little more than the value of the powder and 

ihot. 
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fhot. Oranges, lemons, and citrons, grow 
in the gardens : the grapes and meldfns are 
excellent, as are alfo the figs, which were 
celebrated of old. T h e wines are whole-
fome, but the pitch iiifufed to preierve 
them, communicates a taftc which proves 
at fifft difao-recablc to ftranoers. W h e n the 
olives blacken, vaft flights of pigeons, 
tliruflies, and other birds repair to tlic 
"roves for food. Wild turkies are here not 
uncommon, and partridges very frequent. 
In winter , woodcocks likcwiie abound; 
defccndiiig, after fnow has fallen on the 
mountains, into the plain, and as fuddcnly 
retiring;. In the time of frofV. thcv Lnter 
the gardens of the town in great diflrefs, ra
ther than ciofs the fca, and are fometimcs 
taken with the hand. ' Snipes, teal, wid-
geon, ducks, and the like, are alfo found 
in great plent\-. 

T h e large horned owl, the favourite bird 
of Minerva, and which the ancient Athe
nians placed as her companion in her temple 
in the Acropolis, is heie alfo to be ften. 
This fpecies of bird is as ravenous as an 
eagle, and if preffed by hunger, \vill attack 
lambs and hares. 

Many 
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Many of the ancient wells yet remain all 
over Attica. Some are leen in the vine
yards and gardens nearly in thcii priltiuc 
flate. They coniirt of a circular rim oi mar
ble, about a yard high, ftanding on a Iquarc 
pavement; adorned not inelegantly wi th 
wreathed flutings on the outfide ; or plain, 
with mouldings nt the top and bottom. 

T h e olive-giovcs are now, as anciently, 
a piincipal fourcc of the riches of Athens ; 
and the honey of Attica continues to main
tain its repute, particularly that of Hy-
mettus. T h e wild bcafts which find fhel-
tcr in the mountains greatly annoy thefliep-
herds, \\ iio conltantly guard their folds with 
large fierce dogs. Anciently the perfon 
who killed a wolf, was entitled by a law of 
Solon to a reward , if a female, to one 
drachma, or fcven pence halfpenny ; if a 
male, to five drachmas. Afterwards a ta
lent, or one hundred and eighty pounds 
fterling, was paid tor a young wolf, and 
double that lum for one full grown. T h e 
pcafant now produces the Ikin in the bazar 
or market, and is recompcnfcd by voluU" 
tary contribution. 

la 
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In the eaft part of Attica, on the lofty 
Promontory of Sunium, ftood the temple 
of Minerva Sunias, vifible from afar on the 
fea. This ftnicture was of white marble, 
and hid the fame proportions with the Par
thenon before-mentioned, but greatly in
ferior in magnitude. The order is the 
Doric, and it appears to have been a fabric 
of exquifite beauty. It had fix columns 
in front. Nine columns were {landing on 
the fouth-wcil: fide in the year 1676, and 
five on the oppofite, with two antic or pi-
lafters at the fouth end, and part of the 
Pronaos, The number is now twelve, bc-
fides two in front, and one of the antse. 

Ten miles fouth-eaft of Athens lies the 
field of Marathon, famous for the viftory 
there obtained by the Athenians over the 
Perfians, under the command of Aliitiades. 
This celebrated plain h long and narrow, 
and the loil reputed exceedingly fertile. 
The barley which it produces was anciently 
named Achillean, perhaps from its tallnefs; 
and at prefcntit yields corn of the moft lux-
lU'iant growth. The principal barrow, pro
bably that of the gallant Athenians, men-
tiened by Paufanias,,ftill towers above the 

level 
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level of the plain. It is of light fine earth, 
and has a buih or two growing on it. At a 
ftnall dil^ance northward, is a I'quare bafe-
ment of white marble, perhaps part of the 
trophy erefted by the Athenians ; but we 
now look in vain for the pillars on which 
the names were recorded. 

About fiUccn miles north-weft of Athens, 
on the weft bank of the CcphilTus, near the 
fea-coaft, lie the ruins of Eleufis, a city 
that contended with Athens for empire, un
til it was taken by Thefeus. Here ftood the 
magnificent temple of Ceres, where the 
Ekiifiiiian m\fteries were performed. Some 
marbles uncommonly maftive, and fomc 
pieces of the columns remain on the fpot. 
The breadth of the cell is about a hundred 
and fifty feet; the length, including the 
pronaos and portico, two hundred and fix-
teen feet ;' and the diameter of the co
lumns, which are fluted, fix inches from 
the bottom of the Ihafts, is fix feet and a 
half. 1 he Temple had ten columns in the 
front, which was to the eaft. The pcribo-
lus, or euclofure, which furrounded it on 
the nortli* eaft and on the fouth-fide, mea-
fures three hundred and eighty-feveu feet 

in 
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ia length, from north to fouth, and three 
hundred and twenty-eight feet in breadth 
from eaft to .weft. Between the waJl of the 
cnclofure nnd temple, and the wall of the 
citadel, was a paffage forty-two feet fix 
inches wide, which led to the fummit of a 
hi2;h rock at the north-weft ans;lc of the en-
tiofure, on which are vilible the traces of a 
temple in antis, in length feventy-four 
feet fix inches from north to fouth, and in 
breadth fifty-four feet. It was perhaps the 
temple (acred to Triptolemus. This fpot 
commands a very extenfive view of the 
plain and bay. 

At a fmall difhrncc from the noith end 
of the enclofure is a heap of marble, con-
lifting of fragments of the Doric and Lniic 
orders ; the remains probably of the tem
ples of Diana PropyJta, and of Neptune. 
Near it is the bufi: of a coloffal ftatue of 
Ceres. She carries on her head a bafkct, 
carved on the outfide with handfuls of 
wheat-ears, rofes, and bundles of poppies. 
A baiis,. fuppofed to belong to the ftatue, 
lies at a little diftance from it, on the fides 
of which is reprcfented the proieflion of 
Ceres, in baffo-itlieva. The proceftion, 

vou 
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you know, was made by the Athenians in 
commemoration of this goddefs rambling 
about the world in fearch of her daughter 
Proferpine, ftolen by Pluto, after fhe had 
lighted her torches at Mount Etna; the 
whole company having torches in their 
hands. A well, yet in the village, may be 
that which was called Callichorus, where 
the women of Elulis were accuftomed to 
dance iii honour of Ceres. 

Delphi, the modern Caflri, ftaiids on 
the fouth-fide of Mount Parnaflus, about 
half way to the top. This celebrated place 
was mucli reforted to by the ancients, on 
account of the temple of Apollo, and the 
dark cave whence the Pythian prieftefs ufed 
to deliver her oracles fitting upon a tripos. 
The mountain Parnaffus appears with two 
tops, from one of which, called Kyampcia, 
the Delphians threw the famous j^fop. Be
tween the t^vo fummits rifes a fpring, fup-
pofed to be the fountain of Caftalia. The 
defcent is by fome marble ftcps, and the 
water, from its agreeable coolncfs, is highly 
rcfrelhinnrto a traveller. 

In th» neighbourhood of Parnaflus is 
Mount Helicon, likewife confecrated to 

Apollo, 
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Apollo. They are both rocky hills, and 
are covered with fnow duriirg a great part 
of the year. 

The moft noted river m this province is 
the Achelous, cnlled by Homer the prince 
of rivers. It rifes in Mount Pindus, and 
running fouthward, difchargcs itfclf into 
the bay of Corinth. 

Corinth fl^ands in an elevated fituatioii, 
with an eafy defcent towards the Gulf of 
Lepanto, theanciejit Naupaftus. Except in 
the bazar or market-place, the houfes are 
interfperfed with cypreffes, corn-fields, and 
gardens of lemon and oranije trees. The 
chief remains of antiquity are at the fouth 
•Weft corner of the town, where we meet 
with eleven columns fupporting their archi
traves, of the Doric order, fluted, and 
wantinst in heisiht near half the common 
proportion to the diameter. Within them 
is one taller, though not entire,'which pro
bably contributed to fuftain the roof. They 
aie not marble, but ftonct This ruin is 
believed to be of very remote antiquity, 
and a portion of a fabric erefted not only 
before the Greek city was deftrCyed, but 
before the Doric order had attained to ma-

turitv. 
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turity. Perhaps it is the Sirypheum men
tioned by Strabo. 

Corinth was the moft ilkiftrious of all the 
Greek cities, and grew to great power and 
riches by the commodioufnefs of its iitua-
tion. But imprudently infulting the R o 
man ambafTadors, it was involved in a war 
wi th that nation, under the condu6l of 
Mummius , who took and burnt the city to 
the Erround. In this conflaairation different 
metals running together produced a third, 
which W2LS held in great cftcem, and called 
iTs Corinthium. T h e city was afterward-; 
reilored h\ (S?ci\\r to its ancient (plenJor, 
and made a Roman colony. The prefent 
jiihabitanls arc generally Chriflians, and it 
is the fee of a Greek archbiflicp. The air 
of Corinth is reputed to be bad in fummcr, 
and in autumn exceedingly unhealthy ; but 
the zd'pcent country abounds with corn^ 
wine, and o'l. 

T h e narroweft part of the Iflhmus of 
Corinth is about fix miles over, and here, 
on a mount called Oneius, were celebrated 
the Ifthmian games every five years, iu ho-> 
nour of Neptune. The fladium, however, 
is not vifible ; but fome fragments remain 

of 
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pf the ancient buildings. A few veftio-es 

may be traced of the wall built by the Lace

daemonians acrofs the Ifthmus from fea to 

fea, to fecure the Peloponefian peninfula 

from the incurfions of the Athenians. A t 

tempts to unite the two gulphs by cutting 

acrolj the Ifthmus, were fucccfliveJy made, 

without efFcd, by Demetr ius , Julius Cae-

far, Caligula, and N c i o , and afterwards 

by licrodcs Atticus, a private perfon. 

Of the celebrated Olympia, now called 
I .onj inico, hardly any veflige now re
mains; but it will ever be held in veneration 
for its prccmus icra hv tlie chronologer and 
hiilorian. I fere the ^anics M ere celebrated 
the beginning of every fifth year ; a period 
of four years complete being called an 
Olympiad. 

1 have already mentioned JSIount Athos, 
now commonly called Montu Santo, as ly-
itie, ifi a peninlula which Extends into 
the Egcan Sea. It is indeed a chain of 
mountains, reaching the whole lengthy of 
the pcninlula, feven Turki lh miles in 
length, and three in breadth ; but what is 
properly called Athos is only a fuigle moun* 
tain. This is fo lofty, that on the top* as 

the 
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the ancients relate, the full rlfing Was be
held four hours fooner than by the inha
bitants of the coaft ; and at the folftice, its 
ihadow reached into the agora or market
place of'Myryna, a tovVn in Lc'mnos, which 
ifland was diftant eighty-feven tniles eaft-
wardi There are twenty-two convents oft 
Mount Athos, befides a vaft number of 
cells and g-rottos, with the habitations of 
no lefs than fix thoufand monks and her
mits ; though the proper hermits, who live 
in grottos, are not above twenty. ' The 
other monks are anchorites, or fuch as live 
in cells. Thoie Greek monks, who call 
themfelves inhabitants of the Holy Moun
tain, are by no means flothful people ; for 
befides their daily religious avocations, 
they cultivate the olive and vineyards, and 
are like wife tradefmen, as carpenters, ma-
Ibns, taylors, &c. It is obfcrved that thefe 
men lead a "^ery aufterelife. They feldom 
eat animal food, and their fafts are many 
and fevere. This courfe of temperance, 
Avith the healthfulncfs of the air, render 
longevity fo common in this part, that 
many of them live above a hundred years. 
The fame oblervation was made by the an-

Z cients: 
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cients: for Elian informs us, that th€ 
mountain in general, and particularly the 
i'ammit, was accounted very healthy, and 
conducive to long life ; whence the in~ 
habitants were called Macrobii, or long-
lived. We are further informed by Philo-
Uratus, in the Life of Apollonius, that 
numbers of philolophers ufed to retire to 
this mountain, for the better conteniplatioo. 
of tlie heavens and of nature ; and it is pro
bable that from thofe examples the monks 
were induced to build their cells. 

Speaking of Mount Athos, 1 am remind
ed to make fome mention of the animals 
moH common in Greece ; and have learned 
from my prefent excurfion, that in order 
to know the antiquities of a country, M̂e 
ought to have a competent acquaintance 
with its natural hiltory. I have always 
been furprifcd that the ancient Greek 
fculptors represented the God Pan as 
having the head of a goat, which, among 
us, you know, is an animal of no great 
confideration. But the cafe is otherwifc 
in Greece. There I found that goats are 
the mofl valuable part of the apimal cre
ation to the inhabitants, for the nutrition 

they 
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they afford both of milk aud flefh. I know 
hot any kmd of meat more delicious than a 
Grecian kid. It was probably, therefore, 
out of compliment to that deity, that they 
diftinguifhed him with fuch acornuted head, 
though to us the reprefentation appears 
whimlical and ludicroils. I imagine that 
fome fimilar reafon induced the Egyptians 
to reprefent their god Anubis with the 
head of a dog. 

The black cattle in Greece are of a large 
kind; and Theflalian horfes are excellent 
both in point of beauty and fcrvicc. Large 
eagles abound in many parts of Turkey, 
and their feathers are held in great e/leem 
for arrows by the Turkifh archers. Par
tridges are very plentiful, as well as all 
other kinds of fowls and quadrupeds. 

L E T T E R 
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L E T T E R XXX. 

ON approaching Conftantinople, the 
capital of Turkey in Europe, I was ftruck 
With^the grandeur of its fituation, and the 
magnificent profpeft it enjoys. It ftands on 
the European fide of the Bofpborus, and was 
built upon the ruins of the ancient Byzan
tium, by the Roman emperor Conftantine 
the Great, as a more inviting fituation than 
Rome for the feat of empire. It became 
afterwards the capital of the Greek empire; 
and having efcapcd the deftru6live rage of 
the barbarous nations, it was the greateft, 
as well as the moft beautiful city in Eu
rope, and the only one, during the Gothic 
ages, in which there remained any veilige 
of civilization and elegance. While it re
mained in the poffeffion of the Greek em-
|)erors,, it was the only mart ia Europe for 

the 
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the commodities of the Eaft Indies; and it 
derived orcat advantages from its being the 
rendezvous of the Crufadeis. Being then 
in the meridian of its glory, the European 
writers, in thofe ages, ipeak of it with 
aflonifliment; and they exprefs the fame 
opinion of its comparative grandeur, as 
Tityrus did of Rome. 

Verum hac tanhim alias inter cajiut extulit iirbes 
Quantum knta Joknt hiler viburna cufircffi, 

Conftantinople is certainly at this day 
one of the hnefl: cities in the world in re-
fpect of its fituation and port. It is built 
in a triangular form, with the feraglio 
ilanding on a part of one of the angles ; 
whence there is a profpc£l of the dcHghtful 
coaft of Afia Minor, fupcrior to any thing I 
have ever feen. By the feraglio I do not 
mean the apartments allotted to the Grand 
Seignior's wives and concubines, but the 
whole enclofure of the Ottoman palace, 
which is ofigreat extent. The wall which 
furrounds the Seraglio is thirty feet high, 
and is built with battlements and towers, 
in the ancient ftyle of fortifications. There 
are in it nine gates, but only two of them 

Z 3 jtiagnifi-
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magnificent; and from one of thefe the 
Ot toman court takes the name of the Porte., 
or the Sublime Parte, in all public tranfac-
tions and records. 

T h e mofl regular part of the city is the 
Befoftin, enclofcd with walls and gates, 
where the merchants have tlicir fhops ar
ranged in beautiful order. In another part 
of the cit)-, is the Hippodrome, an oblong 
fquare of four hundred paces by a liundred 
and fifty, where they exercife on horfeback-
O u the oppofite fide of the Porte are four 
towns, viz. Pera, Galata, Pacha, and T o p -
hana, which are all confidered as a part of 
the fuburbs. Peia is the refidence of the 
foreign ambafli^dors, and all the Franks or 
flrangcrs ; for none of thefe are permitted 
to live in the citv. But no flran^rer can re-
gret this reflaint, as Pera is lo much better 
aired than the city, vvliere tlip ftrects arc 
generally narrow. Galata is alfo moftly iu-
Jiabited by Franks or Jews. 

In the markets for live cattle, flavcs of 
all ages and both fexes are publicly fold, 
who arc generally Chriftiai\s of the Greek 
church. Amongft the moft beautifiil girls 
thus expofed, the Turks frequently recruit 

their 
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their haram?, employing old women tb ex
amine, whether thofe they are inclined to 
purcbafe retain their virginity. 

Conftantinople abounds- with antiquir 
ties ; amoiig which is the tomb of Conftan-
tine the Great, ftill entire. The mofque 
of St. Sophia, once a Chriftian church,' is 
thought in fome refpects to exceed in gran
deur of architecture St. Peter's at Rome. 

By the moft moderate computation, Con-
flantinople is fuppofed to contain about fix 
hundred thoufand inhabitants, of whom 
nearly three fourths are faid to be Greeks 
and Armenians, and the reft are Jews and 
Turks. Tliis city is much cxpofcd to fires, 
which often caufc great devaftation. One 
great caufe of this calamity is the narrow-
ncfs of the ftreets, with the ftrufture like-
wife of the houfes, which are generally-
built of wood. But it is fufpe6led that thefc 
fires are fometimes wilfully occafioned by 
the Janizaries, who embrace the opportu
nity of conjmitting depredations on the un
fortunate fufferers. 

Oppofite to the Seraglio, on the Afiati 
fide, and ibout a mile and a half diftant 
across the water, is Scutari, where the 

Grand 
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Grand Seignior h?is a pleafure - |igai&, 
adorned with a royal mpfque. 

The fecond city of the Turkifh empire 
in Europe, is fituatcd in a fine plain on the 
river Mariza, about a hundred and fifty 
miles north-weft of Conllantinople. The 
ancient name of this city was Oreftes ; but 
being deftroyed by an earthquake, it was 
rebuilt by the emperor Adiiaw, from whom 
it has lincc been denominated. It is about 
eight miles in circumference, and contains 
fcveral grand mofques. The pleafantnefs 
of the place occafions it to be often vifited 
by the grand Seignior, who has here a Se-
ragho equal in beauty, though not in ex
tent, to that of Confl:antinople. This city-
was taken by the Turks in 1362, and be-, 
came the feat of their empire, before they 
made a conqueft ot Conftantinople, 

In their buildings the modern Greeks ob-
fcrve the fame 'dilpofition as the ancients. 
The men and women have feparate apait-
ments, called AuJronitis, and Gynasconi-
tis ; of which the latter, for the fecurity of 
their wives, is always in the interior part 
of the building. There are no chimnies in 
the Greek houfes. A bralicr is placed in 

the 
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the middle of the room, that thofe who are 
not fufHciently warmed at a diftance, may 
more conveniently draw near i t ; and this 
uteniil, as in ancient times, is placed upoa 
a tripod. 

To defend the face from the heat and 
fmoke of the brafier, it is covered with a 
tendour, of fquare tabic ; over whicli is a 
carpet, with a cloth of filk, more or lefs 
magnificent. Round this apparatus, fofis or 
cu(hions are placed, for the accommodation 
of the company. The tcndour is ufed 
chiefly by the ladies, while engaged at their 
embroidery, an employment which occu
pies the greater part of every day during the 
winter ; the remainder being fpent in re
ceiving the vifits of their friends. 

The Greek ladies, conformably to tiie 
cuftom of the ancients, prefent their hand 
to be kifTed by their daughters, their {laves, 
and other peflbns who are their inferiors. 
The manner in* which the girls falute thofe 
of their own fex and rank, is kiffing the 
eyes, while they mutually take hold of each 
other's ears. This cuftom, as we find frcwa 
Theocritus, is likewifc very ancient. 

The 
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The Greeks have an enthufiaftic paffion 
for black eyes ; and the women ftill conti
nue the cuftom of painting the eye-brows, 
and the hairs of the eye-lids, of a black co-
iour, which they perform by means of a 
preparation of antimony and gall-nut. 

At the marriages of the modern Greeks 
an epithalamium is ftill performed, and the 
celebrated torch of Hymen continues to 
blaze in the proceflion to the nuptial bed, 
near which it is afterwards placed, where 
it burns till the whole is confumed. If by 
any accident it fhould be extinguiihcd, the 
moft ominous prefages would be drawn ; 
oji which account it is watched with as 
much care as the lac red fire formerly by the 
Veflals. Various other ceremonies attend
ing the marriages of the ancient Greeks 
are likewife ftill praftifed. One cuftom, 
however, is peculiar to the moderns, which 
is, that by their religion they are enjoined 
continence the firft night of marriage. This 
injun£lion was formerly eftablilhed in fome 
other countries of Europe, and was intro
duced at the fourth council of Carthage, in 
the year 398. As the priefts had 'the power 

of 
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of difpenfation, the cuftom was probably thq 
fource of great emolument to that order. 

Being now npon the point of leaving thft 
continent of Turkey in Europe, I fhall pre
sent you with a few ftanzas, written iu 
iTiy paflage through that celebrated coun
try, which I could not qvA without offer
ing fome facrifice, however inconfiderable, 
to the mufcs. From the fcene where this 
fraall piece of poetry was compofed, 1 fhall 
;̂ lve it the nan:ie of a Grecian Ode. 
o 

Firfl Orplieus rofe, a mighty bard. 
Whole genius got the high reward. 

To found the vocal (hell : 
With which, 'tis wond'rous to dgcJare, 
He trees and floncs made dance iji air. 

And charm'd the powers of hell ! 

But this ftrange tale, however fam'd. 
Means onl)'̂  that he mankind tam'd. 

By reafon, not by rhymes; 
'Twas fure a work not for a drone, 
O! would to heav'n the art were known, 

In thefe diftradcd times. 

Next rofc a bard in fame fupreme. 
Still gods and heroes were his theme, 

On harp divinely fining: 
Of 
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Of bat ties fierce, adventures rare, 
And incidents without compare. 

In ftrains fublime he fung. 

To him, by fate, the boon was giv'n, 
To mix with all the gods in heav'n. 

When round the neftarflow'd; 
And thence, with more than mortal pow'r; 
When wrapt in the exflatic hour. 

His ardent fanc-y glow'd. 

From fwect Ionia then thciecame 
A fage, whom ver(e can hardly name, 

But to the mufe known: 
O'er fea and land, he hi'd to gain. 
On the Olympic crowded plain, 

Hillorical renown. 

Simple and pleafmg was his ftyle, 
Nor rude, nor polifli'd with tbeiiJj-

That owns the critic's laws: 
Wide o'er the world his eyes he call, 
And various deeds through ages pall. 

From vague tradition draws. 

Now Eloquence, whom all the Nine, 
With eV'ry mental pow'r combine. 

To form to high renown; 
Rais'd her fam'd voice amidft the crowd. 
Applauding Athens ecchd'd loud. 

And gave the laurel crown. 
Again 
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Again the heav'niy Nine infpirc; 
Apollo tunes the gdldcn lyre. 

To gain eternal praife : 
Then Sappho foft, AIcsus flrong. 
And Pindar rapid, pour'd along 

Their rich immortal lays. 

Anacreon too, a jovial wight. 
Harmonious verfes would enditc. 

When Bacchus' raptures fir'd ; 
Of love and wine he copftanc lung. 
On wine and love the changes rung. 

And by the grape e:-.pir'd. 

'Twas then the mufc firft trod the ftaee 
With comic pow'r, and tragic rage. 

That knew alike no bound : 
To charm tlie heart with keen delight. 
Or tears of tranfport to excite. 

By fympathctic wound. 

One, wifdom gaily to impart, 
Pourtray'd with dext'rous ftrokes of artj 

The follies of mankind : 
The other, deep in paffion fltill'd, 
With terror rouz'd, with pity thrill'd^ 

And humaniz'd the mind. 

While Genius thus difplay'd her pow'rs. 
In all th^t charms the ling'ring hours, 

With pieafures high refin'd ; 
Bright 
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Bright reafon, with celeftial ray, 
Quick darted in effulgent day. 

On the benighted mind. 

Then rofc th' illuilrious moral Sage 
Whofe name's rever'd through ev'ry age. 

To whom the charge was glv'n, 
By force of truth and converfe gay. 
To teach mankind the arduous way 

To virtue and to heav'n. 

Then, too, the fplendid arts arole. 
The marble breathes, the clnvafs glows. 

With mimic lite infpir'd : 
Uplveaves the column'd pile fublimc, 
Dcftin'd to triumph over time. 

By all the world admir'd. 

Such were the arts, and heav'nly ftrains. 
Which fpread o'er Greece's hills and plains. 

In thofe tranfcendant days. 
When all Caflalia's tluices flow'd. 
And all the fire of fancy glow'd. 

With ardor for the bays. 

With trees and men, in Homer's page. 
Leaves ftiU to leaves, and age to age. 

Succeed in endlefs ftore : 
'Tis nature's impulfe o'er this ball; 
But oh ! when arts and empires fait 

They fall to rife no more. 

LETTER 



l E t . XXaCI,] TUXKEIf. ^ i 

I . E T T E R XXXL 

A Tour through the iflands belonging 
to Turkey in Europe, is one of the moft 
plealaat excurfions v\ hich a claffical travel* 
Jer cm make ; and as you are converfant 
with ancient hiftory, of whieh they form, 
a diftinguiflied part, my prefent letter fhall 
be devoted to a brief account of their pre* 
ient ftate. 

NegrOpont, the ancient Eubaea, Jies on 
the eaftern coaft of Achaia^ or Livadia, and 
is ninety miles long, by twenty-five in 
breadth. HCre the Turkirti gallics gene-^ 
rally lie. 

The moft remarkable circumftance re-
fpefting this ifland is the tides of tire Euri-
pus, which have baffled the iirveftigation of 
all natural^nquirers, from Ariftotle to the 
prefent time. Thofe tides arc regular from 

the 
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the laft three days of the old moon to the 
eighth of the new. The ninth they be
come irregular, and continue fo to the thir
teenth inclufively. The fourteenth they 
again become regular, and obferve ftated 
peiiods till the one and twentieth exclu-
fively, when they return to a variable 
courfe, in which tliey continue until th: 
twcnty-fcvcnth day. When they are iire
gular, rlicy flow twelve, thirteen, or four
teen times, and ebb as often in twcntv-four 
or twenty-five hours ; at which times the 
the water is about half an hour rifmg, and 
three quarters of an hour falliiia;. But 
uhen the tides are regular, they obferve 
the iamc rule as the tides in the ocean. 
Jn the Euripus, however, the tide never 
xiics above a foot, or little more. The 
ifland itfclf is very feriilt, producing corn, 
"winc, fruit, and cattle in great abundance, 
foihat all kind; of provifions are extremely 
cheap. 

I^icmaos, or ItalimcTie, lies in the north-
«rn part of the Egean lea, or Archipelago, 
and is almofV a fquare of twenty-five miles 
each fide. It likcwife producec, corn and 
«ud wiue, but its principal riches arife 

from 
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from, its mineral.earth, called Terra Le/n-^ 
Ht'a, or Sigillata, much ufed in medicine. 
It receives the latter appellation from bein^ 
fcaled up by the Turks, who draw from it 
a confidcrable revenue. 

Tonedos is fitunted oppofite to Old Troy, 
and is mentioned by Virgil as the place to 
which the Greeks retired, and left the Tro
jans in a fatal ("ecurity. If we give credit 
to his authority, it was formerly un opu
lent place. 

EJi in conjfii:ciu TctieJos, nctijjinia famd 

hfula, dtves ojivm, Priami dum rcgna nmnebant .• 
NunclantumJinus, ISJIatio malafidi carinis. 

Sciro, formerly Skyros, is fituatcd about 
twenty miles north-eaft of Negropont, and 
is eighty miles in circumference^ The foil 
near the coaft is very fertile, but further up, 
the country is rocky and barren, yieldincr 
only pafturage for goats. The number of 
inhabitants is computed at one hundred 
thoufand, fijur-fifths of whom are Greeks, 
and the reft Jews, Turks, and Catholics. 
Their wealth confills in milk., b'utter, wine, 
and filk, o^ which they make annually to 

A a the 
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the amount of a hundred thoufand 
crowns. 

The maftich in this ifland being reckoned 
the bcft in the world, is entirely appropri
ated to the ufe of the Grand Seignior*s Se
raglio, where the ladies chew it, in order 
to whiten their teeth, and render their 
breath more fweet. 

Partridcjcs arc here in srcnt numbers ; 
fo tame, that they feed all day in the 
fit-lds like poultry, and at night return to 
the farmer's houfc on the call of a whiftle. 

This ifland was the country of king Ly-
comcdes, where Achilles, in the habit of 
a girl, was educated, and lay concealed, to 
prevent hii going to the fiege of Troy. It 
was alfo famous for the exile of Thefeus, 
king of Athens. Pallas, who was protec-
trefs of tiiis ifland, had a temple on the fea-
coafi, of which fome columns yet remain
ing arc fuppofed to have been a part. 

l^fbo^, or Mytelene is about fixty miles 
long, and twenty-five broad, and contains 
Upwarda of a hundred villages; one of 
which, Erjflb, is fuppofed to be the ErifTusf 
of the ancients. ] lurvcyeH this beautiful 
ifland with particular pleafure.' It is fa

mous 
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mous for the number of phllofophers and 
poets which it has produced. Among the 
moft celebrated of the natives, were Pit-
tacus, one of the wife men ; Sappho, the 
poetrefs; and Arion, who is iaid to have 
charmed the dolphin with his irvufic. Epi
curus and Ariftotle read ledlures here. It 
produces corn, figs, oil, and wine ; the laf?̂  
of which was much admired by Arirtotle, 
Horace, and Strabo. 

Engina, or Kngia, is (ituited in the 
Gulph of Engia, to which it gives name, 
between Achaia and the Morea. It is a 
fruitful country, about thirty miles in cir
cumference, and abounds with partridges to 
that degree, that the people are fummoned 
annually to deflioy their eggs, for the prc-
fervation of their corn. 

On the fummit of the mountain Panhel-
Icnius are the remains of a maijnificent tern* 
pie, dedicatctl to Jupiter, and vifitcd from 
all parts of Greece. It was of the Doric 
order. Twenty-one of the exterior co
lumns arc *yet ftanding, with two in the 
front of the Pronaos, and of the Proticum, 
and likewise five of thofe which formed the 
ranges withm the cell. The fituation of 

A a 2 this 
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this ruin on a lonelv mountain, at a diftance 
from the fca, has preferved it from total 
demolition amidft all the chansres and acci-
dents of numerous centuries ; and it has a 
claim to be confidcred as the mod ancient 
monument of the heroic asics. 

This ifland was the kingdom of ^ a c u s , 
and the inhabitants "wtcrc called myrmi-
dones, or a nation of ants, from their great 
application to agriculture. It formerly vied 
with Athens for naval power, and at the 
fca-fight of Salamis difputed the palm of 
victory with that republic. This rivalfhip 
induced the Athenians to an a(fl, that was 
reproachful to the humanity of a people fo 
much civilized. They "paffcd a decree to 
cut off the thumbs of all fuch of the ^ g i n e -
ta' as were fit for fca-fervice. 

Porus, another ifland in the Gulph of 
Engia, is eighteen miles in circumference, 
and remarkable only for the banifhment of 
Demorthenes, who here poifoned himfclf, 
to avoid falling into the hands of Antipater. 

Coluri, the ancient Salamis, is fituated 
in the fame, bay, fevcn miles fouth of 
Athens, and fcparated from the Continent 
by a fhait about a mile in breadth. This 

little 
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little iflainl, not above ten miles long, and 
five or fix broad, was the kingdom of Ajax, 
the fon of Telamou, Co famous in the hif-
tory of the Trojan war. It was alfo the 
country of Solou, the celebrated law-giver 
of Athens. 

Scio, or Chips, lies eighty miles weft of 
Smyrna, and is about a hundred miles in 
circumference. This ifland, though rocky 
and mountainous, produces oil and excel
lent wine, but no corn, and isluppoled to 
contain upwards of a hundred thoufand ni-
habitants ; of whom only about ten thou
fand arc Turks, the reft being Greek , who 
have here a great number of churches. 
The women \n- this, and almoft all the 
other Greek iflands, have in all ages been 
celebrated for their beauty ; and their per-
Ibns have been the moft perfect models of 
lymmctry tc^painters and ftatuarics. Thofe 
are ftill the moft ftrikmg ornaments of 
Chios. They commonly lit at their doors 
and wlndc^wii, twifting cotton or filk, or 
employed iu fpinning and needlework ; and 
they are not backward in accofting ftran-
gers with familiarity. They b«de us wel
come as we paffcd. On Sundays and Iloli-

A a 3 days 
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days the ftreets are filled with them it̂  
groups. They wear (hort petticoats, reach
ing only to their knees, with white filk or 
cotton hofe. Their head-drefs, which is 
peculiar to the ifland, is a kind of turban, 
made of linen, extremely thin and white, 
Theii flippers arc chiefly yellow, with a 
knot of red fringe at the heel. Some wear 
them fattened with a thong. Their gar-
ments of filkare of various colours; and 
their whole appearance was fo fantaftic and 
lively, as to aftoid us much entertainment. 

The Turks inhabit a feparate (Quarter, 
and their women are concealed. Among 
the poets laid to be born in this ifland, the 
inhabitants reckon Homer, and fhew a little 
fquare houfe, which they call Homer's 
fchool. 

Samos lies oppofite to Epheflis, on the 
coart of Afia Minor, about feven miles from 
the Continent. It is thirty miles long, and 
fifteen broad. Befides wine, which is in 
high requell, it produces oil, pomegra
nates, and filk. Jt was the native country 
of Juno, Saniia the Sybil, and Pythagoras. 
The ruins of Juno's temple, and of the an

cient 
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cient citv of Samos, arc the fined remains 
of antiquity in the Levant. 

South-weft of Samos lies Patmos, one of 
the fmalleft of the iflands in the Archipe-
faso, and cxtremelv barren. Ic has. how-
ever, a commodious harbour. To this 
place St. John the Evangelill was banifhed; 
and the monks who are upon the iflund 
(hew a cave where he is fuppolcd to have 
written the Apocalypfe. 

The Cyclades iflands lie in a cluftev 
round Delos, the chief of them, which is 
fituated about midwav between the Conti-
nents of Europe and Afia. Delos is not 
more than fix miles in Qircumference, but 
is one of the moft celebrated of the Grecian 
iflands, as being the native fpot of Apollo 
and Diana. Notwithftanding its ancient 
glory, however, it is now almoft dcftitute 
of inhabita^its ; and we meet with no vef-
tigc of the temples of either of thofc deities. 

Paros is one of the Cyclades. Like moil 
of the Gicck iflands, it contains magnifi
cent ruins of antiquity ; but is chiefly cele
brated for the beauty and whitenefs of Its 
marble, as well as for being th= birth-place 
of th^ famous itatuaries, Phidias and Prax

iteles, 
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itclcs. From this ifland were brouglit the 
Arundelian marbles, or Paiian Chronicle, 
which I mentioned in my letter 011 
England. 

Cerigo, or Cythcrca, lies near the Mo-
rca, on the eaft, and is between forty a.nd 
fifty miles in circumference, but rocky and 
mountainous. It is chiefly remarkable for 
leiiig the favorite rcfidence of Venus, and 
the native country of Helen, who gave rife 
^ ihc v,HT of Troy. 

Santorin, formerly called Califta, and 
afterwards Thera, is one of the mofl fouth-
erly iflands in the Archipelago. Though 
fecnjingly covered with pumice ftones, yet 
by the induftry of the inhabitants, wh6 are 
about ten thoufand, it produces barley and 
wine, with lome wheat. Near this ifland 
another of the fame name, rofe from the 
bottom of the lea, in j 707. At the tune of 
its afcenl there was an earthquake, attended 
with the moft dreadful lightning and thun
der, and ebullitions of the lea for leveral 
dajs. When it arofe, it was a mere vol
cano, but the burning ioon cealtd. It is 
elevated about two hundred feet dbove the 
fea, and at thg time of its emerging, was 

about 
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about fi\-e miles in circumference, but it 
has fince increcifed. Several othct iflandj 
in the Archipelago appear to have had the 
like origin ; but the fea in their neighbour-
bood is fo deep as not to be fathomed. 

The famous ifland of Rhodes lies about 
feven leagues fouth-wefl of the coaii of 
Afia Minor, being about fixty miles long-, 
and twenty-five broad. This ifland is 
healthful and pleafant, and abounds with 
wine and fruit, but the inhabitants import 
their corn from the neishbourinar coun-
tries. The chief town, which bears the 
fame name, flands on the fide of a hill 
fronting the fea, and is three miles in cir
cumference, interfperfed with gardens, 
rninurets, churches, and towers. The 
Iiarbour is the Grand Seignior's principal 
arfcnal for fliipping, and the place is el-
teemed amoyg the ftrongcft: fortrelTes be
longing to the Turks. At the mouth of 
the harbour of Rhodes, which was fifty 
fafthoms wide, anciently ftood the Colofius 
of brafs, which was dclervedly accounted 
ojic of the wonders of the world. One foot 
being placed on each fide of tlic harbour, 
ih'ipz paffed between it& legs ; and it held 

iit 
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in one hand a light-houfe for the dirc£llou 
of mariners. The face of the Cohiflus re-
prefcntcd the fun, to whom this image was 
dedicated; and its height was about a hun
dred and thirty-five feet. The Knights of 
St. John ofjcrufalcm, after lofing Palef-
tmc, took this ifland from the Turks in 
1308 ; but lofing it in 1522, after a brave 
refinance, they retired to Malta. 

Caudia, the ancient Crete, lies almofl 
equally diftant from Europe, Afia, and 
Africa. It is about two hundred miles 
long, and fixty broad. This ifland was an
ciently renowned for its hundred cities^ for 
its being the birth-place of Jupiter, and 
the feat of legiflature to all Greece ; but the 
•jurifdidion of Minos and Rhadarnanthus 
has lono; fince ceafed. About the middle 
of the ifland flands the famous Mount Ida, 
which is no better than a barren rock ; and 
nothing but the luxuriant imagination of Ho
mer evtr covered it with flowers. ]-,cthe, the 
river of oblivion, is a torpid ftream. Sonlt 
of the vallics, however, produce wine, 
fruits, and coVn, all of them excellent in 
their kinds. 

Cyprus 
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Cyprus lies in the I^evant, about feveii 
leao-ues from the coaft of Svria and Palcf-
tine. It is a hundred and fifty miles long, 
and feventy broad. Here is one of thofe 
mountains called Olympus, but no fprings 
or rivers except what the rains produce; 
and there was fuch a deficiency of this re-
fourcc, during thirty years, in the reign of 
Conftantine the Great, that the inhabitants 
•were obliged to abandon the ifland for fome 
time. Its natural produce, however, is fb 
f ich, that many European nations have con-
luls and fa£tors refiding upon it. It affords 
great plenty of grapes, which yield excellent 
wine. Cotton alfo, of a very fine quality, 
is here cultivated, befides oil, fiUc, and tur
pentine. The capital is Nicofiu, which lies 
in the middle of the ifland, and is the fee 
of a Greek archbifhop. Its ancient ca
pital was Famagufta, which has a good har
bour. This *iiland was formerly famous 
for the worfhip of Venus, the Cyprian god-
dcfs ; and its female inhabitants feem not 
to have degenerated from their anceflors 
^s devotees to Venus. Paph'os, that an
cient feat df pleafure and corruption, is one 
of the divifioiis of the ifland ; and in it are 

fome 
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lome ruins, fuppofed to be thofe of the 
temple of Venus. During the time of the 
Crufadcs, Cyprus was a lich and flourifh-
ing kingdom, inhabited by Chrifiians, but 
the opprclfion of the Turks has i'mpovc-
ridied it to fuch a degree, that the revenue 
they draw from it, I was well aflTured, does 
not amount to fifteen hundred pounds, ftcr-
jing. 

Of the iflands in the Ionian fea, the moft 
confiderable arc Zante and Corfu. The for
mer has a confiderable trade, cfpecially in 
currants, grapes, and wine ; the latter is 
tJie refidence of the Governor General over 
all the ifl'-inds, which are in general fruitful 
and lately belonged to the Venetians. 
Among; the iflands of fmaller note is Ifola 
del Compaie, which would not defervc 
to be mentioned, had it not been the an
cient Ithaca, the birth-place and kingdom 
ofUlyfTes. 

L E T T E R 
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L E T T E R XXXII. 

A F T E R traveHinsr over the variou-; 
kingdoms and ftatcs of Europe, I now ar-
rh'e in a difFercnt quarter of the world, 
upon the continent of Afia ; which exceeds 
both Europe and Africa in the extent of its 
territories. Whatever pattiaHty we may 
entertain for Europe, as the moft civilized 
part of the globe, it is certain that Aiia 
excells both the other quarters abovemen-
tioned, in many particulars ; thefe are, the 
the ferenity of its air, the fertility of its 
foil, the delicioufncfs of its fruits, the fra-
grancy and bdlfamic qualities of its plants, 
fpices, and gums, the falubrity of its, drugs, 
the quantity, variety, beauty, and value of 
its gems, the richnefs, of its metals, and 
the fincnefs of its filks and cottons 

It 
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It was in Ada that tlic all-wife Creator 
planted the garden of Eden, in w lich he 
formed the parents of the human ra e. Afia 
became again the niirfery of the wo: Id after 
the deluge, when the defcendants of Noah 
difpcrfed their various colonies into all the 
other parts of the globe. It was m Afia 
that God placed his once favourite people, 
the Hebrews, whom he enlightened bv re-
velations delivered by the prophets, and to 
whnm he gave the oracles of truth. It was 
here that the great merciful work of our 
redemption was accompliflied by his divine 
Son ; and it was thence that the light of ly^ 
glorious gofpel was carried with amazing 
rapidity into all the known nations by hia 
difciplcs and followers. Here the firft 
Chriflian churches were founded, and the 
Chriliian faith miraculoufly propagated ami 
chcrifhcd, even with the blood of innu
merable martyrs. It was in Aha that the 
flrfl edifices were reared, ana the firll em
pires founded, while the other parts of the 
world were inhabited only by wjld animals. 

On all thcfe accounts, this quarter claims 
a fupcriority ; though it muft be owned 
that a great change has h:ippcnVd in that 

part 
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part of it' railed Turkey, which has loft 
much of i i ancient fplendor, and from the 
moft popi ous and bcft cultivated fpot in 
Atla, is b .come a wild and uncultivated 
defert. The other parts of Afia continue 
much in their former condition, the foil 
being as remarkable for its fertility, as moft 
of the inhabitants for their indolence, effe
minacy, and luxury. This effeminacy ap
pears to bt chiefly owing to the v/armth of 
of the climate, though in fome mcafure 
heightened by cuftom and education ; and 
the feveral decrees of it arc more or lefs 
evident, as the natious happen to be feated 
nearer to, or farther from the north. We 
find that the Tartars, who live nearly in the 
fame latitudes with us, are as brave, hardy, 
and vigorous, as any European nation. 
Wh at is wanting in the ftrength of perfonal 
conftitution among the Chinefe, Moguls, 
Indians, and all the inhabitants of the moil 
fouthern regions, is in a great meafurc 
compenfated by the vivacity of their minds, 
and ingenuity in various kinds of workman-
fhip, which our mofl ikilful mechanics 
have in vain endeavoured to imitate. 

Th 15 
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This vafl extent of'territory was fucccf-; 
fively governed in paft times, by the Affy-
rians, the Medes, the Perfians, and the 
Greeks ; but the immenfe regions of India 
and China were little known to Alexander 
or the conquerors of the ancient world. 
Upon the decline of thofe empires, great 
part of Afia fubmitted to the Roman arms ; 
and afterwards, in the middle ages, the fuc-
cefTors of Mahomet, or, as they are ufually 
called Saracens, founded in Afia, in Africa, 
and Europe, a more extenfive empire than 
that of Cyrus, Alexander, or even the Ro
man when in the height of its power and 
Iplendor. The Saracen greatnefs ended at 
the death of Tamerlane ; when the Turks, 
vi(£lorious on every fide, took pofTcflion of 
the middle regions of Afia, which they ftill 
enjoy. 

Bcfidcs the countries pofTefTcd by the 
Turks and Ruflians, Afia contains at pre-
fent three large empires, the Chinefe, the 
Mogul, and the Pcrfian, upon which the 
lefs extenfive kingdoms and fovereigntics 
Qf Afia generally depend. 

The prevailing government in this quar
ter of the woiid is abfolute 'monarchy. 

If 
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If any of them can be faid to enjoy fome 
(hare of liberty, it is the wandering tribes, 
fuch as the Tartars and Arabs. 

Turkey, Arabia, Perfia, part of Tartary, 
and part of India, profefs Mahometanifm. 
In the other parts of Tartary, India, China, 
Japan, and the Afiatic iflands, they are ge
nerally heathens and idolaters. Jews are 
to be found every where in Afia. 

Natolia, or Afia Minor, comprehending 
various provinces celebrated in Greek and 
Roman hiftory, is one of the moft defirable 
countries in the world, for the purity of 
its air, the natural fertility of the foil, and 
the beautiful profpe£ls it affords ; but witH 
all thefc advantages, it is now, through the 
Turkifli indolence and tvrannv, either for-
laken, or become a theatre of rums. The 
fitcs of the ancient cities arc ftill difcernible. 
Towards the northern extremity flood the 
celebrated city of Troy, immortalized in 
the poems of Homer and Virgil. 

The ruins of the ancient Ilium were 
fought for in vain in the time of Julius Caefar* 

tola teguntur. 
Pergama djimetis : etiam periere ruina. Lu c A K. 

Of the Troja Nova, which is fuppofed 
to have becu built by Alexander the Great, 

Bb or 
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or at leaft much enlarged by him and Lyfi* 
machus, there are ftill feme noble remainsj 
but the ingenious Mr. Wood ftrongly con
tends, that this place muft be at a confider-
able diftancc from the famous Ilium. This 
opinion he founds upon an examination of 
the prefent ftate of the Troad, compared 
•with the topographical fcenes, and fome of 
the incidents in the Iliad. The prefent 
1 rnv, he obferves; ftands upon the fea j 
but this is not the Troy of Homer ; for that 
was higher up, and looked towards the 
Htllefpont, not towards the -/Egean. He 

is certain that the Scamander is confidera-
bly changed from what it was in the days 
of Homer. The hot fpring, according to 
the poet, was cmc of the fources of this 
river : but it is now much lower than the 
prefent fource, and has no communication 
with the Scamander. The fountains whence 
the river took its rife were', according to 
Homer, cl(Me by the walls of the city ; but 
the crround about tlie fountain, it is ob-
ii^ived by Mr. Wood, is too fteep and rug
ged tor the Situation of a city. Such a litu-
ation, he remarks, cunnot be rfiiade to ac
cord with the puiluii of l iedor, nor with 

Riaiiy 



tET. XXXII.] ASIA. 571 

many other incidents in the poem. The 
diftance alfo of the prefcnt fource from the 
Hellespont is too great to admit of the ac
tions of the day. For thefe reafons Mr. 
Wood fixes the fituation of the city lower 
down than the fprings of the Scamander; 
and he hkewife ventures to cut off fome 
miles from our ancient map of the Trojan 
plain, upon a prefumption, fupported by the 
natural hiftory of the country, that a great 
part of the plain, which extends to the 
Hellespont, has been produced fince the 
time of Homer. 

It is not to be queftioned, that in the 
courfc of near three thoufand years, the 
Troad, as well as other parts on the Ionian 
coaft, has undergone great alterations ; but 
it would perhaps be precipitate to deter
mine thofe alterations, from the diffimilarity 
between the prefent flate of this territory, 
and the repi^fentation of it in Homer. No
thing is more probable, tban that much of 
the fccnery in the Iliad exifted only in t]»e 
poet's imagination ; and that this was the 
cafe, there feems additional .reafon to con* 
elude, fr«m the admired epifode at the be« 
jginniiig of the twelfth book, intended to ob» 
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viatc the qucftion, why no ruins remained 

of the Grecian wall ? This paflage being fb 

pertinent to the fubjed in controverfy, de-

ferves to be quoted. 

« This flood, while Hcdor and Achilles r:^'d, 
^ '̂̂ hile facrcd Troy the warring hofls engag'd: 
But when her Tons were flain, her city burn'd. 
And what furviv'd of Greece to Greece return'd ; 
Then Neptune and Apollo fliook the (hore. 
And Ida's fummits pour'd their wat'ry ftorc ; 
khcfus and Rhodius then unite their rills, 
Carefus roaring down the ftony hills, 
jSlfcpus, (^nicus, with mingled force. 
And Xanthus, foaming from its fruitful fourcc > 
And gulphy Simois, rolling to the main 
Helmets and Ihields, and god-like heroes flain : 
Thefc turn'd by Phoebus from their wonted ways, 
Delug'd the rampircs nine continual da3's: 
The weight of water faps the yielding wall, 
And to the fea the floating bulwarks fall. 
Incefl"ant catarafts the thund'rer pours. 
And half the ikies dcfccnd in fluicy fliow'rs; 
The god of ocean marching ftern before. 
With his huge trident wounds the trembling (hore j 
Vaft iloncs and piles from their foundation heaves. 
And whelms the fmoaky ruin in the waves. 
Now fmooih'd by fand, and Icvell'd by the flood, 
No fragment tells where once the ruiii ftood. 

But 
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But whatever increafe or change the plain 
may have received fince the fiege of Troy, 
the adjacent mountains could not eafily be 
affe£ted by the caufeofany Tuch alteration. 
Wc therefore find that Mount Gargarus, 
Cotylus, and Ledum, have only changed 
their names, and continue to make the 
fame confpicuous figure, which diftinguifh-
ed them in the Iliad. The defcrjption given 
by Homer of Mount Ida likewife corrcf-
ponds with its prelcnt ftatc ; for its nume
rous fummits are ftill covered with pine-
trees, and it abounds with fountains. 

Monf. Chevalier, a Frenchman, pub-
lifhed a few years ago an interefting ac
count of the Troad, in which he contends 
that the prefent fituation of the Plain of 
Troy corresponds exa6lly with the dele ip-
tiqn of it in the Iliad, It is ftill diverlified 
by a few barrows ; and into the largeft 
of thefe, wjiich he conjedurcd to be that of 
Achilles, Monf. Chevalier informs us that 
he made an opening. He affirms that he 
found in'this rejxjfitory the identical urn 
mentioned by Homer, which Achilles re
ceived of his mother Thetis, and deftincd 
Xo coutaiii his own afhcs, with thofe of his 
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friend Patroclus. But I wifh, that for the 
fatisfaftion of the public, Mr. Chevalier, 
in order to corroborate his own teftimony^ 
had procured the attendance of fomc re^ 
fpeftable gentlemen from Conftantinople, 
to be witnefles of the difcevery. H Q 
doubtlefs might have formed a party for 
that purpofe among the foreign ambaffadors 
at the Porte, who would have made fo 
lliort an excurfion with pleafure, to gra
tify antiquarian curioiity. 

According to Mr. Wood's computatiorl, 
the anciej)t kingdom of Priam includes in 
its circumference about five hundred Eng-
lifli miles. Of this above two hundred ar? 
a maritime tradt, wafhcd by the Propontis, 
Hellefpont, and JEgean Seas. Few Ipots 
of equal extent enjoy more natural advan
tages. The climate is temperate and health
ful ; the hills arc covered w ith woods, and 
the plains, which are fertile, well watered. 
The country produces o i l ; and in ancient 
times fome parts of it were famous for 
wiue. There arc mineral waters and hot 
baths, which the natives ufe for fcvcral dif-
ordcrs; and the mountains contaio mines, 

wlxicK 
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^vhich probably might be wrought to ad
vantage. 

In this quarter of Afia Minor, lies Lvdia, 
or Meonia, the kingdonn of the celebrated 
Croefus. The capital city, Sardis, was litu-
ated on the river Pa<3oIus, about fevcnty 
miles eaft of Smyrna. It was once the finert: 
city in Afia-Minor, and one of the leveii 
churches mentioned iu Scripture ; but be
ing demolifhed by an earthquake, is now 
in ruins. The lite of it, which at prclent 
is named Sart, is green and flowery. C oni-
ing from the eaft, we have the ground-plot 
of the theatre on our left hand, with a Imall 
brook running before it. This ftruCtare 
was in a brow, which unites with the hill of 
the Acropolis. Some pieces of the vault, 
which Supported feats, and completed the 
femicircle, remain. Going on we pafs by 
remnants of mafly buildings ; marble pieces 
fuftaining h^vy fragments of arches of 
brick ; and more indiftindl ruins. Thefe 
are iathe plain before the hill of the Acro
polis. On »he right-hand near the road, is 
a portion of a large edifice. The walls are 
(landing of two large, lofty, and very long 
rooQQS, with a Ipace between them, as of a, 

pallage* 
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pafiTage. This is conjefturcd to have been 
part of the houfe of Croefus. The walls in 
this ruin have double arches beneath, and 
confift chiefly of brick, with fome layers of 
flone The bricks are extremely fine and 
good, of various fizes, fome flat and broad, 
and were united witha cement fo tenacious, 
that it is faid to be unfufceptibleof decay. 

Not far from the weft end is the cele
brated river Pa6tolus, which rifes in 
Mount Tmolus, and once flowed through 
the middle of the Agora, or market
place of Sardis, in its way to the Hermus, 
bringing down from the mountain bits of 
gold. The treafures of Crcefus and his an-
ceftors were coUcfted chiefly from the ri
ver, but in time the fourcc failed. The 
Pa£tolus, after fnow or rain, ruflics down 
in a torrent; but at other times the ftream is 
fhallow. The bed is iandy, in colour in
clining to a reddifti yellow. < 

In afccnding the Acropolis, we are fud-
dcnly ftruck with a view of the ruin of a 
temple, in a retired fituation, 'beyond the 
Padojus. Fiye columns arc (landing, one 
witliout the capital, and another with the 
capital awry, Iti%,conje6lurcd that this was 

tho 
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the temple dedicated to the local goddefi 
Cybebe, or Cybele, and which was da
maged in the conflagration of Sardis by the 
Milefians. tt was of the Ionic order, and 
had eight columns in front. The fhafts are 
fluted, and the capitals defigned and carved 
with exquifite taftc and (kill. It is impoA 
fible to behold, without deep regret, this 
imperfe6l remnant of fo beautiful and glo
rious an edifice. 

Before Sardis, on the oppofite fide of the 
plain, are many barrows on an eminence. 
Near the lake Gv^oea, five miles from 
Sardis, was the burying-place of the Ly-
dian kings ; and here the barrows are of va
rious fizes. Four or five are diftinguiflied 
by their fupcrior magnitude. All of them 
are covered with green turf, and retain 
their conical form. One of thefe barrows 
is inferior only to the work of the Egyptians 
and Babylonians. It was the monument of 
Halyartes, the father of Croefus, 

Not far from thence is Mount Sipylus, 
to a phaenomcnon extant in which, the fable 
of the transformation of Niobvs, the daugh
ter of Taijtalus, is indebted for its origin. 
This phaenomcnon is found to \^ the effed: 

of 
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of a certain portion of light and fliade on 9. 
part of SJpylus, perceivable at a particular 
point of view. 

Other towns in this provinc^'are the an
cient Philadelphia, Thyatira, and Laodicea, 
each of them one of the fevcn churches 
mentioned by the apoftle St. John. The 
Jattcr was confiderabie for trade in the time 
of Cicero, but is now in ruins. The firft 
ruin which prcfents itfclf is of an amphithe
atre, in a hollow, the form oblong, and 
the area about a |thoufand feet in extent, 
with many feats remaining. At the weft 
end is a wide vaulted pafTage, defigncd for 
tlie horfes and charbts, about a hundred 
and forty feet long. The entrance from 
without is choaked up, except a fmall 
aperture, at which a glimmering light en
ters ; and the foil has rifen above the am-
pofts of the interior arch. 

On the north fide of the afnphithcatre, 
towards the caft end, is the ruin of a large 
edifice. It conlifts of many piers and arches 
of {tone, with pedeftals and m«rble frag
ments. This^ fabric was perhaps the repo-
fitory of the laws, and includ^-^ *^" fcnate-
houfc, and public offices. 

From 
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From this ruin may be feen the Odeum^ 
which fronted the fouth : the feats remaia 
on the fide of the hill. The profcenium 
Jies in a confufed heap : the whole was of 
marble. Sculpture had been lavished on it, 
and the ftyle favoured Icfs of Grecian taftc 
than Roman magnificence. 

On the bank of the Macander we difco* 
vcr the ruin of an ancient bridge, confift-
ing of half the central arch, with one 
fmaller arch entire ; and we may oblerve 
fome ftones and veftiges of a building, which 
is fuppofed to have been a temple of 
Menes, called Carour ; a deity that was 
worfhiped in a peculiar manner. The tem
ple was between Caroura and Laodicea, and 
had once been a great feminar^ of phyfi-
cians. 

The river Maeander, which makes fo 
niany windings in this country, was anci
ently noted foji the produftion of new iand» 
occafioned by itj pafling through the 
ploughed grounds of Phrygia and Caria ; 
whence colliding much (lime, it added to 
the coaft at its mouth. The Masander was 
indidable ftv removing the foil, when its 
pargin tumbled in ; and the perfon who 
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recovered damages >vas paid from the pro
duce of the ferries. Thofe downfalls of 
the banks were very frequent, and are fup-
pofcd to be the caufe of the windings fo rc-
markahle in the channel of this river. 
From the alterations already effedlcd at the 
mouth of the Macandcr, there is reafon to 
believe, that in a feries of years the (hore 
vil l protrude far into the fea, and perhaps 
unite the iflands which at prcfent lie at a 
diftancc. 

To the fouthward of this diftridt ftood 
Miletus, a city of great antiquity, faid to 
have been built by Miletus, the companion 
of Bacchus. This once flourifliing empo-
jium is now a very mean place, but ftill 
called Palat or Palatia, the Palaces. The 
chief relic of its former magnificence is a 
ruined theatre, which is vifible afar off, and 
was a moft capacious edifice, meafuring in 
length four hundred and fifty-feven feet. 
The external face of this vaft fabric is mar
ble. The profcenlum or /ront has been 
removed. The feats ranged, -as ufual, on 
the flopc of a hill, and a few of them re
main. The vaults which fupported the ex
tremities, with the arches or avenues in 

tho 
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the two wings, are conftnadled with great 
folidity. 

The veftigcs of the ancient city are pieces 
of wall, broken arches, and a few fcattered 
pedcftals, with infcriptions, a fquare mar
ble urn, and feveral fountains. This was 
the country of Thalcs, one of the feveu 
wife men; of Anaximander, his fcholar and 
fucceflbr, the inventor of fun-dials; of 
Anaximenes, the philofophcr ; Timotheus, 
the celebrated mufician, and other eminent 
perfons. Among the numerous trophies of 
this ancient city, it was famous for its wool. 

quamvis Milefia magno 
VelUra muiantur, Tyrios inco£la rubores. 

Myndus i» a port town on a bay of the 
fca, in a part of the divifion called Doris. 
This is the city which Diogenes the cynic 
obferving to be very fmall, and the gates 
difproportionally large, called to the inha
bitants to fliut their gates, to prevent the 
cfcape of the town. 

Priene was iituated on the fide of mount 
Mycale, near which the lonians celebrated 
the Panionia, or yearly afTcmWics in honor 
of Heliconian Neptune. It was alfo the 
pountry of Bias, one of the fevcn wife 

men ; 
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men ; who, when the place was taken of 
the encn:iy, and the citizens wefe flying 
with their moft valuable effcda, being alked 
why he did not do as they did ? replied, he 
always carried his beft effe£fs with him, 
meaning his philofophy and wifdom. Being 
a man of the ftrifteft equity, jfu/iitia Pri-
enenfii became proverbial. 

This city was famous for the temple of 
Minerva Polias, the remains of which yet 
evince its former elegance and grandeur. 
When entire it overlooked the city, which 
was featcd on the fide of the mountain, flat 
beneath flat, in gradation, to the edge of 
the plain. The areas are levelled, and the 
communication preferved by fteps cut in the 
Hopes. Below the temple are broken co
lumns, and pieces of marble, the remains 
of edifices of the Ionic and Doric oj-ders. 
Further down is the ground-plot of the 
Stadium, by the city wall. The area was 
narrow, and tlie feats ranged only on the 
fide facing the plain. The whole circuit of 
the wall of the city is ftanding, befidcs fe-
vcral portions within it of admirable folidity 
and beauty. 

<6t 



LET. XXXII.] ASIA. 38 n 

At Ure, about twenty-two miles from 
Miletus, is the celebrated temple of Apollo 
Didymeus. It is approached by a gentle 
afcent, and feen afar off, the land towards 
the fca lying flat and level. The columns, 
yet entire, arc lb exquifitely fine, and the 
mai ble mafs fo vaft and noble, that it is im-
pofTiblc perhaps to conceive greater beauty 
and majcfty of ruin. 

HalicarnalTus, once 2 flourifhing city, is 
now nothing more than a heap of ruins. No 
vcftige remains of the tomb ercftcd by Ar-
temifia for her husband Maufolcus, though 
formerly efteemed one of the feven won
ders. Of this city was Herodotus, called 
by Cicero The Father of Hijlory ; and like-
wife Uionyfius, not only a good hiftorian 
but a critic. 

Ionia and Eolis form in conjunction a 
long tra£t of land, extending from fouth to 
north, upon the coaft of tiic Archipelago. 
h\ this territory was fituated Ephcfus, the 
moft illuftrious city of Ionia, and called by 
Pliny the bright ornament of Afia. Hdrc 
flood the celebrated temple* of Diana, 
which Ert^^ratus burnt to perpetuate his 
memory, the fame night that • Alexander 

was 
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was born. Many grand ruins are yet to btf 
feenofthc Stadium Theatre, Odeum, and 
other buildings; and fome of them fuppofed 
to be the remains of Diana's temple, there 
having been a fecond erefted to the honour 
of that goddefs, not inferior to the former. 
TheEphefjans are no\y a few Greek peafants, 
living in extreme wretchednefs and infen-
fibility; the reprefentatives of an illuftri-
ous people, and inhabiting the wreck of 
their greatnefs; fome the fubftrudions of 
the glorious edifices which they raifed; 
fome beneath the vaults of the Stadium, 
once the crowded fcenc of their diverfions; 
and fome, by the abrupt precipice, in, the 
fepulchres which received their afhes. Of 
this place was Heraclitus the weeping phi-
lofopher, Hipponax the poet, and Parrha-
fius the celebrated painter. 

On the banks of the Cayfter, near Ephe-
fus, are thick groves of tall,reeds, fome of 
which are more than twenty feet high. 
This extraordinary luxuriance is perhaps 
the reafon why the river-god is reprefcnied 
on the Ephcfian medals with this aquatic, 
as one of his attributes. 

Myu5 
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Myus was originally feated on a bay of 
the fca, bvit the bay being changed into a 
lake, became frelh ; and the town was fo 
much infcftcd with gnats, which fwarmed 
from the water, that the inhabitants retired 
to MiJctus. The fite of Myus is as roman
tic as its fortune was extraortiinary ; and 
there are here many remnants of antiquity 
to attra£t the attention. The city-wall, 
which was conftrudied with fquare towers, 
like that of Ephcfus, is ftill ftanding, ex
cept on the fide towards the water. We 
behold the theatre hewn in a branch of 
Mount Titanus, with fome mafly rem
nants of the wall of the Profcenium ; but 
the marble feats are removed. The prin
cipal ruin is the fmall temple of Bacchus. 
It is feated on an abrupt rock, with the 
frorrt only, which is towards the eaft, ac-
ceffible. I 'he roof is deftroyed. The cell 
is V. ell built V)f fmooth ftone covered with 
a brown cruil. The marbles which lie fcat-
tcrcd about, the broken columns, and mu-
tjlitcd ftatucs, all witiiefs a remote an
tiquity. 

\Vithout»tliccity are the ccmctaries of its 
early inhabitants ; graves cut m the rock, 

C c fuiteJ 
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fuited to the human ftaturc at alJ ages; 
with innumerable flat ftones, which fcrved 
as lids. The city of Myus was allotted to 
Themiftocles, by Artaxerxes, to furnifh his 
table with 'fifli, in which the lake greatly 
abounds. 

At the head of the lake are veftiges of an 
ancient building, fuppofed to have been 
Thymbria. By it was a charonium or fa-
cred cave ; one of thofe which the ancients 
imagined to communicate with the infernal 
regions. 

At Zelle, the ancient Claros, fome ruins 
are to be feen, fuppofed to be of the temple 
of Apollo, who had an oracle at this place ; 
but there exifts no memorial of the facrcd 
grove of alh-trees. In the neighbourhood of 
Claros ftood Colophon, one of the cities 
which laid claim to the birth of Homer. 

Teos, now called Bodrun, is at prefent 
almoft entirely dcfolate. The walls appear 
to have been about five miles in circuit ; 
without which are vaults of fepulchres ftrip-
ped of their marble. Here are the remains 
of a temple of Bacchus, one of the moft 
celebrated ftruftures in Ionia ; and a the
atre is confpicuous in the fide of the hill. 

This 



LET. XXXIU] ASIA* 387 

This- was the. country of Anacreon the 
poet, Hecataeus the hiftorian, and Prota-
< ôras the philofophcr. The books of the 
latter, as containing athciftical doftrines, 
were burnt by order of the Athenians ; and 
his father Menander was fo opulent as to 
entertain Xerxes and his numerous at
tendants on his march againft Greece. 

Erythras has long been deferted, and 
even ftripped of its ruins, except fome 
vaults of iepulchrcs, and other fragments. 

The walls of Erythrse were ere£l:ed on 
two femicircular rocky brows, and had 
fquarc towers at regular diftances. In the 
middle was a (hallow purling ftream, clear 
as chryftal, which now turns a folitary mill 
in its way to the fea. This rivulet was an
ciently named Alcos, and was rem arkablc 
for producing hair on the bodies of thofe 
who drank of it. Near the mouth is a piece 
of ordinary Mofaic pavement. By a conical 
hill on the north, are veftiges of an ample 
theatre in the mountain fide. Of the cele
brated temple of Hercules no traces now 
remain. 

Lampfa^ps is fituated on the fouthem 
Ihore of the Propontis, and retains its an-

C c 3 cient 
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cient name. It was afligned by Artaxcrxts 
to Thcmiftocles, for furnifhing his table 
with wine, in which the country abounded. 
Alexander having threatened this city with 
luin, for the favor it had ihewn to th* 
Pcrfians, it was faved bv the addrefs of 
Anaximenes the hiftorian, who was fent by 
his fellow citizens to deprecate the king's 
difpleafure. The latter being informed of 
the defign, folemnly declared he would do 
the very rcvcrfe of Anaximenes's requeft ; 
who therefore, on his arrival, begged the 
king utterly to deftroy Lampfacus ; which 
he could not do on account of his oath. 

Smyrna, now called Ifmir, is a con-
fidcrablc city, and has the largeft and 
moft coiTfimodious harbour in the Levant. 
The city is about four miles in circumfe
rence, and contains fevcral thoufand inha
bitants, among whom there is a number of 
Greeks, Jews, and Armenians*. The neigh
bourhood of Smyrna is exceedingly plea-
fant, on account of the gardens and vine
yards, olives and orange-groves, with which 
it is furrounded : and through thcfe runs 
the river Melus, on the bank&,of which, 
according to the tradition of the place, the 

poet 
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poet Homer was born. Many valuable an
tiquities arc ftill to be fecn in the environs 
of Smyrna ; but the plague, with which 
it is fo often vifited, beginning to make 
its appearance, I was induced to quit 
Smyrna fooncr than I intended. 

At this time I had occafion to obferve the 
fatal prejudice of the Turks with refpedt to 
predeftination. I took the liberty, by means 
of an interpreter, to fuggeft to them the 
propriety of having recourfe to medical af-
fiftance, againft the ravages of that terrible 
difeafe ; but a (hrug of the fhouldcr, or a 
Ihake of the head, was all that my remon-
ftrance could produce. They, are firmly 
perfuaded that a precifetime is fixed for the 
death of every perlon ; and that it is in vain 
to endeavour to protraft this period by any 
picdiciiial application. 

Cc3 LETTER 
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L E T T E R XXXIIL 

P> ROCEEDING fouthward from Afia 
Minor, I came to Syria, and Palcftine, or 
Judca, now prodigioufly altered from its 
former llate. The Turks arc particularly 
fond of r'eprefenting this country in the 
mod dreadful colours, and have even propa
gated a thoufand falfehoods concerning it. 
But it is admitted by all impartial men who 
havcvifitcd thecountiy, that were the Holy 
Land as well cultivated as in former times, 
it would be more fertile than the very befl: 
parts of Syria and Phoenicia. Its prefent 
barrcnnefs docs not proceed from the natu
ral unfruitfulnefs of the foil, but from the 
want of inhabitants, the indolence which 
prevails among the few who po0efs it, and 
the perpetual difcords and depredations of 
the petty princes who (hare amongft them 

this 
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this fine country. It is a well-attefted fa6t, 
that in this country the hulbandman when 
fowino^, is often accompanied by an armed 
friend, to prevent his being robbed of the 
feed; and after all, it is uncertain whether 
he fliall ever reap the harveft. Under fuch 
extreme difcouragement, it cannot appear 
furprifing that it fliould be ncglefted. 

There are Itiil in this country many ci
ties, but greatly decayed from their ancient 
grandeur, and have little or no trade. 
Scandaroon ftands upon the fite or Old 
Alcxandretta, but is now ahnoft: depopu
lated. In its neigbourhood arc luperb re
mains of antiquity. Aleppo prclcrves a 
refpedable rank among the cities of Afiaiic 
Turkey. It continues to be the capital of 
Syria, and is fuperior in its buildings and 
conveniences to moft of the Turkifh cities. 
Its houfes, as ufual in the Eaft, confifl of a 
large court<. with a dead wall to the ftreet, 
an arcade or piaZza running round it, paved 
with marble, and in the middle an elesant 
fountain cff the fame. Aleppo and its fu-
burbs are feven miles in circumference, 
ftanding*tfn eight fmall hills, on the highcft 
of which ifi ere^lcU the citadel or caftle, 

but 
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but of no great ftrength. Having manv 
gardens within the wall, it is furniflied 
with moft of the conveniences of life, ex
cepting good water, and even that is fup-
plied by an aquedn£l:, four miles in extent, 
and faid to have been erefted by the em-
prefs Helena. The city contains fome 
magnificent mofques and bagnios. The 
Englifn, French, and Dutch have confuls 
here. The firfl of them is treated with 
particular diftindion; and at his houfe I 
had the pleafure of refiding during my fhort 
flay at Aleppo. 

The city of Jerufalem has been Co often 
razed to the ground, and rebuilt anew, 
that no fcene of Our Saviour's life and fuf-
ferings can now be afcertained ; yet the 
Greek and Arminian priefts in that quarter, 
who fubfift by the credulity of flrangers, 
pretend to guide travellers to every fpot 
mentioned in the Old and New Teftamcnt. 
The church of the Holy Sepulchre, as it is 
called, faid to be built by Helena, mother 
to Conflantlne the Great, is ftill landing, 
and of tolerable good architecture ; but its 
different divifions, and the difpofitions made 
round it, arc chiefly calculated tp fupport 

the 
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the forgeries of its keepers. Other churches 
built by the fame pious lady are fcattered 
over Paleftine ; but the ahered ftate of the 
country has left no traces of the kingdom 
of David and Solomon, under whom it 
was undoubtedly rich and flourifhing. 

The ancient cities" of Damafcus, Tyre, 
and Sidon, ftill retain part of their former 
trade. Damafcus is now called Sham, and 
the approach to it by the river is incxpref-
fiblv beautiful. It is about two miles 
fquare, and cncompafTed with gardens 
highly cultivated. It ftill is famous for its 
ftccl-work, fuch as fword-blades, knives, 
&:c. and contains a fine mofque, which 
was formerly a Chriftian church. The na
tives maintain this place to be the feat of 
Paradife, and have a tradition that Adam 
•was/ormed of the duft of the nei^hbourinjj 
fields. Sidon, now Said, which likewife 
was within tli« ancient Phoenicia, has ftiil 
fome trade, and a tolerable harbour. Tyre, 
now called Jur, about twenty miles diftant 
from Sidon,Svhich was famous anciently for 
its purple dye, is now inhabited by fcarcely 
any but a'/ew miferable filhermen, who 
live in the ruins of its ancicjit grandeur. 

1 was 
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I was extremely defirous of feeing Bal-
bcc, tlic ruins of which are fo much cele
brated. It ftands on a lifingplain, between 
Tripoli in Syria and Damafcus, at the foot 
of Mount Lebanon; and is the ancient He-
liopolis of Syria. Here are ftill to be feen 
the venerable remains of magnificent edi
fices. The portico of the temple of Heli-
opolis is remarkably fuperb, though disfi
gured by two T u r k i c towers. Of the pil
lars, uhich were fifty-four in number, the 
greater part are broken. The whole length 
of the building is two hundred and nine 
feet, and about a hundred and four in 
breadth. It is furrounded by a beautiful 
colonnade, the pillars of which are of the 
Corinthian order, feven feet in diameter, 
and in height almoft fort)-four. They 
ftand at the diftancc of nine feet fronueach 
other, and the fame from the wall. The 
decorations of thefe pillars," together with, 
the architrave and cornices, are extremely 
magnitlccnt. The length of the infide of 
the temple is a hundred and twenty feet, 
and the breadth about half that meafurs. 
All around it ,are two rows of f ilaflers, one 
above another, and between them arc 

niches, 
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niches, probably for the reception of idols. 
At fome diftancc from the temple, is a row 
of large Corinthian pillars, of a greater 
heio-ht than thofe in the temple ; and there 
are fcvcral other places where fuch pillars 
had flood, the ruins o^ which are now lying 
on the ground. 

Making the circuit of the edifice on the 
outfide, one is aftonilhed to behold the pro
digious ftones which are the remains of the 
old wall. They arc in general not under 
fixty feet in length, twelve feet Uigh, and, 
the fame in breadth. Thefe ftones lie conti
guous to each other in a row, at the height 
of twenty feet from the ground ; and from 
the difficulty of accounting how fuch huge 
bodies could be ranged there in fuch a fitu-
ation, the people in the neighbourhood 
have a tradition that they were brought thi
ther by fupernatural agents. 

Not far from the temple, or caflle, as it 
is now called, is another ancient edifice, of 
a round form, confilting of the fame kind of 
ftones as thofe before-mentioned, and 
which has ar ftrong refcmblante to the tem
ple of Jartus at Rome. The pillars are 

likcwifc 
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likewife of the Corinthian order, decorated 
with architraves and cornices of exquifite 
workmanfliip. 

Various have been the conie£tures con
cerning the founders of thefe i.nmenfe 
buildings. The inhabitants of the country 
generally afcribe them to Solomon, but 
ibmc to the time of Antoninus Pius. Per
haps they are of different aeras ; and though 
that prince and his fucceflbrs may have re
built fome part of them, yet the boldnefs 
of their architedure, the beauty of their 
ornaments, and the admirable excellence 
of the whole, feems to fix their foundation 
to a period before the Chriftian aera, but 
w ithout afcending to the ancient times of 
the Jews or Phoenicians, who probably 
knew little of the Grecian ftylc of ar-
chiteflure. 

Balbec is at prefent a fmall city, encom-
pafled with a wall. It contains about five 
thoufand inhabitants, chiefly Greeks, who 
live in or near the circular temple, in houfes 
built out of the ancient ruins. A free-flone 
quarry in thtf nighbourhood, furniftied the 
Hones for the body of the temple ; and one 

of 
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of the ftones, not quite ^detached from the 
bottom of the quarry, is leventy feet long, 
fourteen broad, fourteen feet five inches 
deep, and reduced to our meafurc, is ele
ven hundred and thirty-five tons. A 
coarie white marble quarry, at a greater 
diftance, furniflied tht ornamental parts. 

Neaf the road leading from Balbec to 
Mount Lebanon, at the diftance of a few 
miles from the city, ftaads a pillar of the 
Corinthian order, contlfting of fifteen 
blocks of flone, placed on each other, to 
the height of fifty-feven feet, and five feet 
in diameter. The caufe of its being ere(5tccl 
is utterly unknown, there not remaining 
on the pedcftal the leaft trace of any in-
fcription. 

Mount Lebanon is ftill diflinguifticd by 
cedars, which are remarkable both ou 
account of their great antiquity, and the 
mention macte of them in Scripture. Tlicy 
feem to be of very different ages: the 
younger Ihoot up vertically, with their 
branches expanded all round, but the old 
ftandards have a low and 'coarfe fiem, 
not abovcafix feet high to the branches, 

growing 
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growing in figure like fruit-trees. Some 
of thefe are four or five fathoms in cir
cumference, With fcveral names cut on 
them. On this mountain are to be 
found ftones, which have all the appear
ance of having been formerly mud ; con
taining the bones of fifhes, and fome en
tire fifhes, fuppofed to have been depofited 
at the time of the deluge, 

LETTER 
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L E T T E R XXXIV. 

Y O U R tafte for the Arabian Nights 
Entertainment will no doubt render you 
defirous of knowing the prefent (tate of 
Bagdad, which was the metropolis of the 
caliphate under the Saracens. It is built 
upon the Tigris, and fuppofed to be near 
the fite of the ancient Babylon. It retains 
but few marks of its ancient fplendor, 
but has ftill a coiifiderable trade. The 
houfes are generally large, built of brick 
and cement ; and moft of them have i 
court yard in^front, in the middle of which 
is a fmall plantation of orange trees. The 
inhabitants of this place were anciently fa
mous for making various figures of earth or 
clay, with which the country abounded. 
The fame'inatcrials ftill exift in the neigh-
bourhood ; the clay is of a browniih colour, 

and 
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and bituminous quality, and I obferved 
fcveral children amufing themfelves with 
forming images of it. 

The ancient Thnevea is now a heap of 
ruins, and the fite of it is occupied by Cur-
diftol, the capital of a country of the fame 
name, which was the ancient AfTyria. 

As I knpw the eftimation in which you 
hold a certain celebrated critic of antiquity, 
who (hall hereafter be mentioned, I may 
be afllircd of vour delire to receive fome 
account of Palmyra. 

Palmvra, or as it was called bv the anci-
ents, Tadmor in the Dcfcrt, is fituated iu 
the wilds of Arabia Pctiasa, about two hun
dred miles to the fouth-eail: of Aleppo. It 
is approached through a narrow plain, 
abounding with remains of antiquity, at the 
tevmlnation of wluch the eye is prefcnted 
with a fight-the nioft magnificent that cau 
be imagined in architci5lure. 'The Temple 
of the Sun lies in ruins ; but the accefs to it 
is through a vaft number of beautiful Co
rinthian columns of wliite marble, the 
grandeur and beauty of which can only be 
couccived from drawings ; and< 'for this I 
nmil refer you to the accurate plates pub

lished 
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lifhcd by Mr. Wood. Superb arches, 
amazing columns, a colonnade extending 
four thoufand feet in length, terminated 
by a noble maufoleum, temples, fine porti
cos, periftyleSj.intercolumniations, and en
tablatures, all of them in exquifite tafte, 
and executed with the moft beautiful ma
terials, appear on all hands ; b,ut now fo 
much disjointed, that it is impoffible from, 
them to form any adequate idea of the 
whole of the ftrufture when perfeft. 
Thefe ftriking remains are contralled by 
the miferable huts of the wild Arabs, who 
refide in or near them. 

Amidft the prcfent defolation of this 
wonderful place, there yet exifts in it one 
of the moft pcrfcd pieces of antiquity that 
is any where to be found. It is a maufo
leum, confifting of five ftories, the floors 
and ftairs of which are ftill entire. An 
infcription upon it informs us that it wag 
built by Jambelicus, fon of Mocimus, HS a 
burial-place for himfelf andhis family ; and 
the date of it corrcfpouds with the third 
year of the Chriltian aera : fo that it is now 
1795 years t)ld. 

D d That 
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That fo fuperb a city, formerly ten miles 
in circumference, could exift in the midft 
of what arc now trafts of barrcii uninha
bited fand, is a faft which appears almofl; 
incredible. Yet nothing is more certain, 
than that Palmyt-a was formerly the capital 
of a great kingdom ; that it "was the empo-. 
rium of the Eaftern world, and that its 
merchants carried on a trade with the Ro
mans, and the weftern nations, for the 
merchandizes and luxuries of India and 
Arabia. Itsprefent alter'd fituation, there
fore, can be accounted for only by natural 
caules, which have turned the moft: fertile 
tradls into barren defcrts. The Afiatics 
think that Palmyra, as w^ll as Balbec, owes 
its origin to Solomon, and their opinion re
ceives fome countenance from facred hif-
tory. Ko mention of it occurs in profane 
hiftory before the time of Mark Anthony, 
and its moft fuperb buildings ^re thought to 
ue of the lower Empire, about the time of 
Gallicnus. Odinathus, the laft king of 
Palmyra, was highly carefled by that Em
peror, and .even declared Auguftus. His 
•widow Zcnobia reigned in great fplendor 
for fome time, and her fecretary, as you 
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know, was Longinus, the celebrated critic. 
Not being able to brook the Roman tyranny, 
fhe declared war againft the Emperor Au-
rclian, who made her prifoner, led Ixgr in 
triumph to Rome, where he put to death 
her principal nobility, and :imong others 
the excellent Longinus, the critic above 
mentioned. He afterwards took polTeffion 
of her city, and mafTacred its inhabitants; 
but expended large fums out of Zenobia's 
treafure on repairing the Temple of the Sun. 

Turkey in Euiopc and Afia forms a very 
large empire, bv^ the population of the 
country is by no means equal to its extent 
or fertility. It is certainly not fo great as 
it was before the chriftian aera, or event 
Under the Roman Emperors. One prin
cipal caufe of this dec'lenfion is the tyranny 
under whicli the inhabitants live; and 
another their polygamy. That the latter is 
imfavorablc to population, may be evinced 
from many reafons; and in fa<£l we find 
that the Greeks and Armenians, among 
whom it i% not pradtlfed, are incomparably 
more prolific than the Turks, notwith-
ftanding .the rigid fubje£lion under which 
they are l^ept by that nation. An additi* 
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onal caufc of depopulation is the plague, 
fo frequent in many parts of thefc countries. 
After all, I believe the Grand Seignior has 
more fubjefts than any two European 
princes; though they are a greater mix
ture of people extremely different from 
each other in religion, than is to be found 
in moft other countries. Though this ex-
tenfive empire contains materials for the 
largeft plan of induftry and commerce, yet 
the Turks content themfelves with manu-
fni^uring cotton, carpets, leather, and foap. 
The moft valuable of tnbir commodities, 
fuch as filk, a variety of drugs, and dying 
fluffs, they generally export without giving 
them much additional value from their own 
labour; a circumftance highly difadvan-
tageous to themfelves, but what renders 
the commerce with them more favorable to 
other nations. In one article, however, 
which is that of dying cotton fcarlet, they 
evince a dexterity beyond every other peo
ple in the world.' 

The internal commerce of the empire is 
extremely fmall, and managed entirely by 
Jews and Armenians. In their traffic with 
the fcveral maritime countries of Europe, 

the 
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the Turks are entirely paflive; leaving to 
thofe nations the benefit of reforting thither 
with their conritnodities, and bringing back 
thofe of Turkey in the fame bottoms. But 
the inattention of the Turks to obje6ls of 
commerce is perhaps the beft fccurity to 
their government; for did they profecute 
it with an af^ivity fuitable to the advantages 
they enjoy, they would excite in other na
tions fuch a jcaloufy as might fhake the 
Ottoman throne. It is certain that if the 
Turklfh dominioiis were in the po(reflion 
of Ruflli, or any adive ftate, the trade 
maintained at prefent by other nations, 
would experience a vaft diminution. 

In general the charadler of the Afiatic 
Turks is preferable to that of the European. 
They are hofpitable to ftraiigers; and the 
vices of avarice and inhumanity prevail 
chiefly among their great men. Their 
charity and public fpirit is confpicuous in 
their building carava'nfaries, or places of en
tertainment, on roads that are deftitutc of 
accommodation, for the rcfreftiment of 
poor pilgrims or travellers, • With the 
fiime laucfjî le view, they fcarch out the 

D d 3 beft 



4 0 6 LETTERS OF A TRAVELLER. 

bcft fprings, and dig wells, for the conve
nience of fuch paflengers. 

The fedcnt pofture of the Turks is pe
culiar to themfelvcs. They fit crofs-legged 
upon mats, or fofas, not only at their 
meals but in company. They dine about 
eleven o'clock in the forenoon, and fup at 
five in the winter, and fix in fummcr, and 
this is their principal meal. Among the 
great people the diflies are fcrved up one by 
one ; but they have neither knife nor fork, 
and they are not permitted by their religion 
to ufe gold or filver fpoons. Their victuals 
are always high fcafoned; Rice i s ' the 
common food of the lower fort, and lome-
tlmes it is boiled up with gravy, but their 
chief difli is pilau, which is mutton arid 
fowl boiled to rags ; and the rice being: 
boiled quite dry, the foup, which is high 
feafbned, is poured upon it. Their drink is 
water, (herbet, and coffee ; and the only-
debauch they know Is in Opium. Guefts of 
high rank lometimcs have their beards per
fumed by a female flavc. They are fober 
from a principle of their religion, which 
forbids them the ufe of wine ;*but in pri

vate 
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vate, mai\y of them indulge themfelves 
in the ufe of ftroiig liquors. 

The Turkifh mode of life is extremely 
prejudicial to health and the vigor of the 
conftitution. It is very uncorhmon to fee 
any of the confiderable inhabitants of this 
vaft empire take the cxercife of walking or 
riding either for health or amufement. 
They fpend almoft their whole time within 
doors, converfing with the women, drink
ing coffee, fmoaking tobacco, or chewing 
opium. 

In Afiatic Turkey in particular, nature 
fcems to have brought all her produftions 
to the greatell perfedtion ; and if the cha-
radler of the inhabitants docs not bear a 
juft proportion to the excellence of the ve
getable and animal kingdoms, it is becaufe 
they are dcbafed by the form of their go
vernment, enervated by indolence and other 
caufes, and» deprived of all means of ac
quiring either ufeful or elegant knowledge. 

L E T T E R 
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L E T T E R XXXV. 

I AM now to write to you of a country, 
which having pever yifited, (as very few 
Europeans have done,) I can only defcrib» 
from the impcrfeft accounts which have hi
therto been delivered of it by travellers. 
This country is Tartary, in Afia, a region 
of prodigious extent. You may well ex-
cufe the dcfedl of information on this fub-
jc£l, when even the Emperor of Ruflla, 
to whom a great part of it belongs, and his 
miniftry, arc ignorant of its precifc limits 
with the Chincfe, the Perfians, and other 
nations. 

Tartary, taken in its fulleft extent, is 
bounded by the Frozen Ocean on the north; 
by the Pacific Ocean on the caft ; by Chi
na, India, Perfia, and the Cafpian Tea, oix 
the fouth, and by Mufcovy on "the weft. 

The 
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The air of this country is greatly dlTerfified, 
by reafon of its vaft extent from north to 
fputh.; the northern parts reaching beyond 
the arctic polar circle, and the fouthern be-
•nor in the fame latitude with Spain, France, 
Italy, and part of Turkey. 

Nova Zembla and Ruffian Lapland arc 
rnoft uncomfortable regions ; the earth, 
which is covered with Inow nine months, 
in the year, being extremely barren, and 
encumbered with unwholefbme marches, 
uninhabited mountains, and impenetrable 
w oods. The climate of Siberia is cold, but 
the air pure and wholefome ; and a perfbii 
of credit who has vifited that country, ob-
ferves, that its inhabitants, in all probability, 
would live to extreme old age, if they were 
not addi61ed to an immoderate ufe of intox
icating liquors. 

Siberia produces rye, oats, and barley, 
almofl to tiae 6Gth degree of northern la
titude. Some of the common v^etables 
likevvife grow tolerably well ; but every at
tempt to bring fruit-trees to bear, has hi
therto proved inefFeflual. Xherc is reafon 
however,*,to believe, that induftry an(^pa
tience may in the end overcome the rude-

neis 
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iiefs of the climate. There are no bees in 
Siberia, but though it be therefore a land 
that flows not with honey, it is not defti-
tute of milk, for cattle conftitute the greater 
part of Tartarian property. 

/'\fl:rachaii and the fouthern parts of Tar-
tary arc extremely fertile, owing- more to 
nature than induftry. The parts that arc 
cultivated produce excellent fruits of almofl: 
all the kinds known in Europe, efpecially 
grapes, which are reckoned the largeft and 
iincft in the world. The fummers are 
very dry, and from the end of July to the 
beginning of Auguft, the air is peftcred, 
and the foil Ibmetimes ruined, by incredi
ble qviantities of locufts. 

No probable conjedlurc can be formed 
with refpeft to the number of inhabitants-
in Tartary ; but there is reafon to conclude, 
that thej" are far from being proportioned to 
the ex^nt of the country. They are in 
general, ftrong-madc flout men. The 
beauiy of the Circaflian women is a kind of 
ftaplc commodity in that country ; for pa
rents there make no fcruplc of felliiig their 
daughters, to recruit the feraglios of the 
great men of Turkey and Periia. They 

are 
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arc purchafed when young, by merchants, 
and taught fuch accomplilhrnenrs as luit 
their capacities, to render them more valu
able againft the day of fale. 

The Tartars are in general a wandering 
people. In their peregrinations they iet 
out in the fpring, .their numbers in one 
body being frequently tcn-thoufand, pre
ceded by their flocks and herds. When 
they come to an inviting fpot, they live 
upon it till all its grafs and verdure is eaten 
up. They have little money, except what 
they get from their neighbours, the Ruf
fians, Perfians, or Turks, in exchange for 
cattle. With this they purchafe cloth, filk, 
fluffs, and other apparel for their women. 
There are few mechanics amongft them 
except thofe who make arms. They avoid 
alllabour as the greatefl flavery : their only 
employment being to tend their flocks, and 
manage tneTr horfts. 

The dwellings of the Tartars are huts, 
half funk in the ground; they have a fire 
in the miJdle, with a hole in the top to let 
out the fmoke, and benches* round the fire 
to fit or* lye upon. In the extreme nor
thern provinces, during the wimer, every 

family 
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family burrows itfelf as it were under 
ground; and they are faid to be ib fociable 
in their difpofitions, that they make fubter-
raneous communications with each other. 
They arc immoderately fond of horfe-flefh, 
efpecially if it be young and a little tainted, 
which makes their habitations extremely 
naufeous. Some of the northern tribes 
prefer the flefti raw, but the general way of 
eating it, is after it has been fmdakcd and 
dried. 

The religion of the Tartars is for the 
moft part accommodated to that of their 
neighbours; for it partakes of the Maho
metan, the Gcatoo, the Greek, and even 
the Popifli religions. Some of them are 
profcfred idolaters, and wor(hip little 
rude images dreffed up in rags. But the 
religion of the kingdom of Thibet, and 
Lefla, a large tra<5t of Tartary bordering 
upon China, is the moft rem«rkable.— 
Thefe people are governed by the Grand 
Lama, whom they not only acknowledge 
as their fovereign, but their deity ; and he 
is alfo the gre^t objeft of adoration for the 
various tribes of Heatheu Tartstrs, who 
roam throygh the vaft traft which ftretches 

from 
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from the banks of the Wolga to Corea on 
the fca of Japan. He is not only the fo-
vereign pontiff, the vicegerent of the de
ity on earth; but, as fuperftition is ever the 
ftronscft where it is moft removed from its 
obje£t, the more remote Tartars abfolutely 
regard him as the deity himfelf. They be
lieve him to be immortal, und endowed 
with all knowledge and virtue. Every 
year they come up from ditfcrent parts to 
worfhip and make rich offerings at his 
fhrinc. Even the Emperor of China, who 
is a Manchou Tartar, docs not fail of ac
knowledging him in his religious capacity, 
though the Lama is tributary to him. 

Thcfe people entertain the notion, that 
when th% Grand Lama feems to die either 
of old age or ficknefs, his foul in fa6l only 
quit* a crazy habitation, to look for another 
younger and better; and it is difcovered 
again in the body of feme child, by certain 
tokens known only to the lamas or priefts, 
in which order he always appears. Bcfides 
his religioift influence and authority, the 
Grand Lama is pofTcfled 6f unlimited 
power thrtniigh his dominions, which are 
very cxtenfive, and border on Bengal. 

Another 
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Another ccligion vfery prevalent among 
the Tartars is that of Schamanifm, the 
profcfTors of which believe in one fupreme 
God, the creator of all things. They be
lieve that he loves his creation, and all his 
creatures; that he knows every thing, and 
is all powerful; but that he pays no atten
tion to the particular adions of men, being 
too great for them to be able to offend him, 
or to do any thing that can be meritorious 
in his fight. 3ut they alfo maintain that 
the fupreme being has divided the govern
ment of the world, and the deftiny of men, 
among a great number of inferior divinities, 
under his command and controul, but who 
neverthelcfs generally adt according to their 
own fancies; and therefore mankind cannot 
difpenfc with ufmg all poffible means for 
obtaining their favor. 

You will perhaps be furprifed to fee me 
mention learning: among; a nation of Tar-
tars; yet nothing is more certain than that 
under Zingis Khan, and Tamerlane, and 
their early defcendants, Aftrac^an, and the 
neighbouring countries were the feats of 
learning and politencfs, as well as empire 
and magnificence. The moft l|)lcndid mo

dern 
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dern luxury falls (hort of that of thofc prin
ces; and feme remains of their tafle in 
architcfture are ftill extant, but in fpots fa 
defolate that they arc almoft inacceffible. 

Though Tartary, formerly known by the 
name of Scythia, was the nurfcry which 
peopled the northern parts of Europe, and 
furnilhed thofe amazing numbers, which 
under various names, overturned the Ro
man empire, yet it is now but thinly in
habited. This muft be owing to the dread
ful maflacrc made by the two abovemen-
tioned princes and their defcendants; for 
notliing is more common in their hiftories, 
than their putting to the fword three or 
four hundred thouiiind perfons in a few 
dav6. 

The country of Ulbec Tartary was once 
the feat of a more powerful empire than 
that of Greece or Rome. It was not only 
the native cpuntry, but the favorite refi-
dence of Zingis Khan, and Tamerlane, 
who enriched it with the fpoils of India and 
the caftcrn*vorld. gome authors have ab-* 
furdly qucftioned the veracity^of the hillo-
rians of tjiolc g^cat conquerors, though in 

reality 
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reality it be better eftabliftied than that of 
the Greek or Roman writers. 

The prefent inhabitants of this immenfe 
common, compofe innumerable tribes, who 
range at plcafure with their flocks anct 
herds, in the old patriarchal manner. Their 
tribes arc commanded by fcparate khans, 
or leaders, who, upon particular emergen
cies, elc£t a great khan, who claims a pa
ramount power over ftrangers as well as 
natives, and can bring into the field from 
twenty to a hundred thoufand horfemen* 
Their method of carrying on war is by 
wafting the country ; and this circumftance 
renders them a dreadful enemy to regular 
troops, who muft be deprived of all fub-
fiftence, while the Tartars having: alwavs 
many fparc horfcs to kill and eat, are at no 
lofs for provifions. 

Thus have 1 given you an account of a 
people the moft rude in their polity, and the 
moft lingular in their fuperftition, of any 
that we find on the grlobe. But in general, 
fm^ularity appears to be a predominant fea
ture in the ctxaraftcr of the Eaftern nations. 

L E T T E R 
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L E T T E R XXXVI. 

I AM next to conduft you to China, un
der the particular impreffion of the lentl-
ment with which I concluded my lad 
letter. Excepting towards the north it is 
a plain country, containing no remarkable 
mountains. But there are in it many arti
ficial mountains, on the tops of which are 
temples, monafterlel, and other edifices. 
The country is better fupplied witH rivers, 
of which there are feveral; but the com
mon .water in China is very indifferent, and 
is in fome places boiled to make it fit for 
ufe. To corrf:6l its Rad quality, they like-
wife infufe In it, in many parts, the leaves 
of the tea plant; and I belirfvc it is by 
that expedicBt that oriier nations firft be
came acquainted with this celeUrAied fliruB, 
now fo gc '̂î 'rally ufed in the Britiih do
minions. 

E c It 
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It appears from Sir G^rge Staunton's 
account, that we have hitherto been m a 
mlftakc refpeding the green tea, which 
was faid to acquire its colouT by being dried 
upon plates of copper. But he informs us 
that there is no fuch pra6tice in China, and 
that the green colour is entirely owing to 
the heaves being pkickcd off the fhrub be
fore they have come to maturity. A 
roughncfs of quality even fron^^this caufe, 
may prove hurtful to perfons of a nervous 
conftitution, but by no means in fuch a 
degree as from an impregnation of copper. 

The charadler of the CKinefe for wifdom 
and Induilry, is in nothing more confpi-
cuous than in their eft-ly attention to the 
conftruOTOn of canals, for the purpofe of 
facilitating commerce. The commodiouf-
nefs and lensith of their caiials are almort 
HiTcrcdiblc. The chief of them are lined 
with hewn flo«e on tH^ fideS; and they are 
fo deep a(K to carry vefiels of great burden. 
They fometimes extend above a thoufand 
miles in length. Thufe vclTcls are fitted up 
for all the ^Qnvenieucc of life ; and it has 
been ^thought by fome, that in China the 
water contains as i^iany inhabitants as the 

land 
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land. They arc furnifhed with (lone quays, 
and fometimes with bridges of ati amazing 
conftruftion. The navigation is flpw, and 
ihc veflcl fometimes drawn by nicn. No 
precautions arc wanting that could be 
formed by art or perfeverancc, for the fafcty 
of the paflengers, in cafe a canal is crnflcd 
by a tapid river, or expofed to torrents frorri 
the mountains. Thefe canals and the va
riety that is feen upon their borders, render 
China highly pleafant as well as fertile in 
places which are not fo by nature. 

This country being of >reat extent, the 
temperature of the air is different according 
to the fituatioikof the places, fo that while 
fliarp in the north,- it is extremely hot in 
the fouthcrn parts. The foil is, either by 
nature or art, fruitful of every thing that 
can. minifter t* the ncceflaries, cbnveni-
encies, or luxuries of life; and this it is 
that renders ithc nation fo populous. The 
millions of inhabitants which China is faid 
to contain are almoft beyond credibility^; 
and all bemeeii twdlnty and fixty years of 
age pay an annual tax. Notwithftanding 
the indufi%v of the people, we arc told that 
their amazing populatjipn frequently occa-

E c a lions 
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fions a dearth. Parents who cannot fup-
port their female children, ard permitted to 
caft them into the river; but they faftcn to 
the child a gourd, that it may float on the 
water; and it often happens that fomc 
compaflionate people of fortune, who arc 
moved by the cries of tl\e children, favc 
them from pcrifhing. 

TJic Chinefe in general have been repre-
fcnted as the moft difhoncft, low, thieving 
let of people in the world. Their hypo-
crify is faid to be without bounds; and the 
men of property ^mong them pradicc the 
moft avowed bribery, and the loweft mean-
nefifes to obtain preferment. • But this cha-
rafter has been drawn by thofe who were 
little acquainted with any parts of that 
empire but the fea-port towns, where the 
inhabitants probably are w(>rfe than in the 
interior parts of the country. 

Among the cuftoms peculiar to China, 
one is, that every Chineic keeps in his houfe 
a' table upon' which are written the names 
of his father, grandfather, rfnd ^reat grand
father, before vyhich they frequently burn 
incenfe, and proftrate themlelvcs; and 
when the father of the family dies, the name 

of 
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of the o-rcat grandfather is taken away, and 
that of the deceafed is added. 

One of the greateft peculiarities in this 
country is its language. The Ghinefe lan
guage contains only three hundred and 
thirty words, all of one fvUable; but each 
word is pronounced with fuch various mo
dulations, and all of them with a different 
meaning, that it becomes more cc^ious 
than could be eafily imagined, and enables 
them to exprefs themfelves fufficiently well 
in the communications of life. The Chi-
ncfe oral language being thus barren and 
contradlcd, is unfit for literature; and 
therefore their literature is all comprifcd 
in arbitrary charafters, which are ama
zingly complicated, and fo numerous that 
it has been faid they amount to about eighty 
thoufand. Whatever eulogiums have becrw 
bellowed on the learning of the Chincfe, 
this circujnrtance is, in my opinion, fuffi-
cient to refute the poflibility of any great 
excellence in refpc,6t of fuch an acomplifh-
me'nt. In no part of the world, however, 
is learni^ng attended with fuch honors and 
rewards its in China. The literati are re
verenced 26 men of another fpecies, and are 
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the only nobility known in th^country. If 
their birth be ever fo mean and low, they 
become mandarins of the higheft rank, in 
proportion to the extent of their learning. 
On the other hand, however exalted their 
birth may be, they quickly fink into.obfcu-
rity, if they neglefl the ftudies which had 
diflinguifhed their fathers. 

Tfcfe C'hinefe range all their works of 
literature into four clafles; comprifing, rc-
l"pei51ively, religion, hiftory, philofophy, and 
poetry. What proficiency they have really 
made in tbofe feveral branches, it is impof-
iiblc for any pcrfon not acquainted with 
their language to afcertain; but if we may 
form an opinion from the extreme venera
tion in which they hold the celebrated 
Confucius, the father of their moral philo-
lophy, we may reafonably fuppofe that this 
is the branch which, next to that of reli
gion, they confidcr as the mod perfect of 
their fpiences. With natural philofophy 
they appear to be but little acquainted. 
That they have, however, a juil claim to 
the invention of gunpowder, is Cplly afccr-
tained, from their making ufe of It againll 
Tamerlane, before any luch compofitioa 

was 
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was known in Europe; but they were ac
quainted with cannon only, and knew 
nothing of fmall fire arms. Their induftry 
in their manufa(fl:ures of fhili^, porcelane, 
japanning, and the hke fedentary trades is 
amazing, and can be ^ualldti oniy by their 
labors iu the field, in making canals, le
velling mountains, raifing gardens, and na
vigating their punts and boats. 

China contains few natural curiofities, 
but thole of the artificial kind are ihipen-
dous. The great wall feparating Chinn 
from Tanary, to prevent the incurfions of 
that nation, is luppofcd to extond about 
"fifteen hundred miles. It is carried over 
mountains and vallies, and is built for the 
m^ft part with brick and mortar, from 
twenty to twenty-five feet high, and about 
hftilf as much in thicknels. The Chinefc 
bridges cannot be fufficiently admired.— 
They are'crcdlcd fometimes upon barges 
ftronfly chained together, yet fo as to be 
paitcd occafionaliy, fT)r allowing pafiTage to 
the veTi'cls which fail up and down the 
river. Some of them extend from moun
tain to nAuntain, and confifl: only of one 
arch: that over the river SafFrany is four 

hundred 
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hundred cubits long, and five hundred high, 
though a faigle arch, and joins two moun
tains. It is faid that in the interior parts 
of the empiiiP fome are yet more ftupendous. 

The triumphal arches of this country 
forrti thetiext fpecics of artificial curiofities. 
They are not built in the Greek and.Roman 
ilyle of archite£turc, but they are fuperb 
and beautiful; ereftcd with vaft labor and 
cxpcncc, and all of them to the- memory of 
their great men. The number of them 
over the empire is faid to amount to many 
hundreds. Their fcpulchral monuments 
make hkewife a diftinguiftied figure-
Their towers, the models of which are now 
frequent in Europe, under the name of Pa
godas, are great embellifliments to the ^ace 
of the country. That of Nankin^j, which 
is two hundred feet high, and forty in dia
meter, is the mofl; admired, and is called the 
Porcelane Tower, on account of its belns; 
lined with Chinefa^ tiles. Their temples 
are chiefly rertiarkabfe fop the uncouth tafte 
in which they are built, their whimfical or
naments, and the uglinefs of the idols they 
contain. The Chincfe, like th6 jfeopic of 
Cracow, are remarkably fond of bells; of 

which 
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which there is one at Peking that weighs 
one hundred and twenty thonfand pounds, 
bift its found is faid to be difagrceablc. The 
laft curiofity I fhall mention is their fire
works, which are generally allowed to ex
cel thole of all other nations. 

The gempne of China is faid to contain 
four thoufatid four hundred wali'd cities, 
the chief of which arc Peking, Nanking, 
and Canton. The firft of thefe, the capital 
of the empire, is fituatcd in a very fer
tile plain, upwards of fifty milcs4.diftant 
from the great wall, and is faid to contain 
of inhabitants to the enormous amount of 
many millions. The walls and gates of 
Peking are of the extraordinary height of 
fifty cubits, and are fo broad that the fen-
tine]s are placed upon them on horfeback. 
The principal edifice is the imperial palace, 
the grandeur^of which confill^ not fo much 
in the elegance of the architedlure as in the 
multitude of its buildings, courts, and gar
dens, all regularly diipofed. The palace is 
ikid to be three miles in circumference; 
and the £i out of the building (hincs with 
gilding, panit, and varnifli, while the infidc 
is fct off with every thing that is moft beau

tiful 
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tiful and precious ia China, the Indies, and 
Etiropc. The gardens of this palace arc 
of great extent, and there are raifed in 
them, at proper diftances, artificial mounts, 
from twenty to fixty feet high, between 
which arc a number of fniall vallics, plen
tifully watered with canals, an^ which 
ur^ting, are formed into a number of 
lakes. 

Beautiful and magnificent barks fail on 
ihcfe pieces of watei, and the banks arc 
ornrj-nKnted with ranges of buildings, con-
ftrudcd in the moft pleafing and fantaftic 
variety. The mounts are covered with 
fuch trees as produce beautiful and aro
matic flowers; and the canals are edged 
with ruftic pieces of rock, fo happily dif-
pofcd as to imitate the wildn^^S of nature. 

Of the religion of Chfua little can be faid 
with any ccs^iinty. It fcems as if the bulk 
of the people worfhipped fcnfible objeds; 
but tljcir pliiloibphers, we are told, enter
tain more ju(t fentimotits of the, Deity ; and 
in crencral the morality of the nation ao--
proximates to that of Chriftianity. -<• But 
when 1 fay fo, I would be underftood to 
ipcak cxclufivcly of the charges of diftionefty 

and 
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im\ liypocrify whiJh have been mentioned 
above. 
f The original plan of the Chinefe go
vernment feems lo have been patriarchal, 
almoft in the ftritfteft knlc of the word, 
knd the emperor has hitherto been held by 
the people in the higheft degree of ve
neration. But if we may give credit to 
fome late accounts from that country, the 
fame fpirit of fedition and tumult which at 
prcfent actuates different provinces of Eu
rope, has made its appearance in the empire 
of China. What may be the ifiue of thefc 
diforders it is difficult to fay ; but ihould in-
teftine divifions proceed, it is probable that 
th"; Tartar nations on the north of the creat 
wall, will embrace fo favorable an oppor
tunity of furmounting the barrier which 
has "been raifcd to prevent their hoflile in-
curfions; and the ftandard of the Grancf 
•Lama may yet ftt crcvSted on the imperial 
palace at Peking. 

L E T T E R 
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L E T T E R XXXVIL 

H AVING prcvioufly taken a furvey of 
China, I come by a circuitous courfe to the 
continent of India ; a country not unknown 
even in the time of Solomon, and whence 
the Greeks and Romans drew their moll 
precious materials of luxury. What credit 
do vou think would have been given to any 
prophet who (hould have predicted that in 
the courfe of the prefcnt century, a com
pany of liritifli merchants woiild acquire in 
^his country a dominion far more extenfivc 
than that of their own naflVe lovereign ? 

• • ' • quod eptanii dfi'dm JiromitKre nemo 
Audcret, volvtttda dies cu attulit uitro. 
Yet fuch an event has taken place; an ex

traordinary phaenomenon, and unexampled 
in the hiftory of mankind. This couut-y 
is generally divided i;ito three great parts; 

namely, 
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namely, the Peninfula of India beyond the 
Ganges, called the Farther Peninfula ; the 
Main-Land, or the Mogul's Erypire; and 
the Peninfula within, or on this fide the 
Ganges. 

The original inhabitants of India ^arc 
called Gentoos; or, according to others, 
Hindoos, and the country Hindoftan or 
Indoftan. They pretend that Brumma, 
their leglflator, both in politics and religion, 
Avas inferior only to God, and that he cx-
ifted many thoufand years before our ac
count of the Creation. The Bramins, who 
arc the Gentoo priefts, farther fay, that he 
bequeathed to them a book called the 
Vidam, containing his do6trii*s and in-
ftitutions, and that though the original is 
loft, they are flill in pofleflion of a com
mentary upon it, called Shatlka, which is 
written in the Shanfcrite tongue, now a 
dead langtiage, and known only to the 
Bramins who ftudy it. The foundation of 
Brumma's dodrine confiftednn the belief 
of a Supreme Being? who has created a re
gular gradation of beings; ii} ihe immor
tality of.the foul, and a future flate of 
rewards and punifhmcntsj which is to con-

fiil 
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fift of a traufmigration into different bodies^ 
according to the lives they have led in their 
pre-exiftent ftatc. From this it appears 
more than probable that the Pythagorean 
Metcmpfychofis tt)ok its rife in India. The 
Bramins, however, to operate upon the 
minds of the people, have had recourfe to 
fcnfible reprelentations of the Deity and 
his attributes, fo that the original doftrines 
of Brumma have degenerated into rank and 
ridiculous idolatry, in the worfhip oT fe-
veral animals, and various images; which 
arc likewise of the moft hideous figures, 
eitlicr painted or carved. 

The Hindoos have, from time immemo
rial been divided into four great "tribes; 
comprehending tlie different claffes of fo-
ciety : the di^ and nobleft of thefe are the 
Bramins, who alone can officiate in tho 
pnefthood, like the Levites among the 
jew;;. Befidcs this divifion it\fo tribes, the 
Gentoos, or Hindoos, are alfo divided into' 
cai^'.; ot which it is computed there are np 
lefi than eighty-four, though fome make 
the number ftill greater. All thcic cuft-̂  
differ from each other in point of rank, and 
•ht'y arc extrt-mcly tenacious of the privi

leges 
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lc»es and ^uftoms annexed to their difFercnt 
divifions. An Indian of an inferior would 
think himfelf honored by adopting the 
cuftoms of a fuperior caft; but the latter 
would have recourfc to blows, fooncr 
than not viniJicatc its prerogatives. The 
inferior receives with refpedl the vi6tuals 
preparedly a fuperior caft, but the latter 
will not partake of a meal which has*becii 
prepared by the hands of an inferior ; t\nd 
tlfrir marriages are circumfcribed by the 
i'ame barriers as the reft of their intercourfcs. 

The diet of thofc people is chiefly rice 
and vegetables, dreflcd with ginger and 
other fpices, wli^h growtilmoft fpontane-
oufly in their gardens. They eftcem milk 
the pvreft of food, becau^- they think it 
partakes of fome of the properties of the 
nectar of their gods, and bccaufe they ef-
tecm the cow herfelf almoft as a divinity. 
Their maniyirs are gentle, and their hap-
pinefs confifts in domeftic life. Their re
ligion permits them to have feveral wives, 
"but they fgldom ha;̂ '© more than one; and 
it has been obfcrvcd that their wives are 
diftingui(hed by a decency of b̂  havjour, 
and a faitl'ful attachment to the;r huibands, 

which 
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which might do honor to marripd women 
ill the moil civihzed countries. The cuftom 
of women burning themfelves upon the 
death of their huibands, feems not to be 
aboliflied, though it is noy/ lefs frequent 
than formerly. 

The reUgion of the Gentoos forbids them 
to quit their own fhores; and thi» injunc
tion icems to be founded upon a principle 
of policy. They are taught that the waters 
of the three great rivers, Ganges, Kiftn?i, 
and Indus, have the facred virtue of puri
fying thofe who bathe in them from all 
pollution and fins; and hence they are re-
ftrained from emfjjrating iiito diftant coun-
tries. The facred rivers arc fo fituated 
that there is iK/'part of India whei^ the 
inhabitants may not have an opportunity 
of washing away their fins. The Ganges, 
which rifcs in the mountains of Thibet, 
runs 'through the provinces of .Bengal, Ba-
har, and Orixa, and the upper provinces of 
Oude, Delhiy &c. The Kiftna divides the 
Carnatic from Golcondi, and ruj)S through 
the Vifapour into the interior parts of the 
Decan; \\hile the Indus, bounding the 

Guzarat 

file:////hile


LET. XXXVII. ASIA. 4 3 3 

Guzarat provinces, feparates Indoftaii from 
the dominions of Perfia. 

TheGentoos are much Icls under the in
fluence of theif paflions than the inhabit
ants of other countries ; and for this there 
fcems to be two caufcs. Their vegetable 
diet affords lefs nourifliment than that which 
confifls of animal food ; and by marrying 
cai ly, the males before fourteen, and the 
females at ten or eleven years of age, they 
aie kept low and feeble in their perfons. 
A man is in the decline of life at thirty, 
and the beauty of the women is in decay at 
eisrhtecn ; at tweutv-five thev have all the 
marks of old as:e. 

Such are the people who form the great 
body of the fubjects of the Britifh empire 
in India ; and conlidcring they are ex
tremely numerous, it is fortunate for the 
fecuiity of our fettlements in that country, 
that they are, of pacific difpofitions. This 
is more than can be faid of the neighbour
ing natives in India. 

The Mahometans,' who, in Indoftan arc 
called Moors, are of Perfian, f urkifli, Ara
bic, and .other extractions. They early 
began, in the reigns of the caliphs of Bag-

F*r dad, 
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dad, to invade ludoftan. They penetrated 
as far as Delhi, which they made their 
capital; but their empire was overturned 
by Tamerlane, who founded the Mogul go
vernment. Thofe princes being ftri£t Ma
hometans, received under their protcflion 
all who profeiTed the fame religion, and 
who being a brave, a(5livr, people, counter
balanced the number of the natives. They 
are faid to have introduced the divilion of 
provinces, over which they appointed fou-
bahs ; and thefc provinces; each of which 
might be ftyled an empire, were fubdivided 
into nabobfhips ; each nabob being imme
diately accountable to his Soubah, who, in 
procefs of time became almoft independent 
of the Emperor, or, as he is called, the 
Great Mogul, upon their paying him an an
nual tribute. The vaft refort of Perfian 
and Tartar tribes has likewife ftrengthened 
the Mahometan government ;* but it is ob-
fcrved, that in two or three generations, 
the progeny of thole adventurers degene
rate into all the indolence and fenfuality of 
the Eall. 

Of ail thofc tribes, the Mahraflas at pre-
fcnt make the grcatcfufigure. They are a 

kind 
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kind of mercenaries, who live on the 
mountains between Indoftau and Perfia. 
They commonly ferve on horfeback, and 
when well commanded, they have been 
];nown to give law even to the court of 
Delhi. Though originally Gentoos, they 
are of bold aftive fpirits, and pay no great 
refpeft to the principles of tlieir religion. 

Bengal, of all the Indian provinces, is 
perhaps the moft interefting to a Briton. 
It is reofarded as the ftore-houle of the Eaft-
Indies. Its fertilitv exceeds that of Egypt 
after having been overflowed by the Nile ; 
and the produce of its foil confifts of rice, 
Ibgar-cancs, corn, rcfamum, fmall mul
berries and other trees. Its calicos, filks, 
faltpetre, lacca, opium, wax, and civet go 
all over the world ; and provifions here are 
in great plenty, and incredibly cheap, par
ticularly pullets, ducks, and geefe. The 
country is interfedlcd by canals cut out of 
the Ganges "for the benefit of commerce, 
and extends near a hundred leagues on both 
fides of the»Ganges, "full of towns and vil
lages. The principal English faftory in 
Bengal iŝ  ^t Calcutta, which is likewifc 

F f 2 the 
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the capital feat of the Britifli goveiiimcut 
in that country. 

The winds in this cUmate generally blow 
for fix months from the fouth, and fix from 
the north. April, May, and the beginning 
of June are cxceffivcly hot, but rcfrefhed 
by fea-breezes ; and in fome dry feafons, 
the hurricanes, which tear up the iands, 
and let them fall in dry fhowers, arc ex
tremely difagrecable. In general the Eu
ropeans who arrive at Indoftan are com
monly feized with fome illnefs, fuch as a 
flux, or fever, under different appearances; 
but when properly treated, efpecially if 
the patients arc abftcmious, they recover, 
and afterwards prove healthy. 

In the peniiifula within the Ganges, 
about the end of June a fouth-wefl wind 
begins to blow from the fea on the coafl of 
Malabar, which lies to that afpe6l ; and 
this, with continvjal rains, lafts four months, 
during which time all is fcrene on the coaft 
of Coromai)del, on the eaft fide of the pc-
ninfula. Towards th'c end of Odober, the 
rainy feafon. and the change of the mon-
foons begin on the Corom^tdcl coaft, 
*\hich being deftitute of good harbours, 

renders 
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renders it extremely dangerous for fhips to 
remain there during that time ; and to this 
is owing, the periodical returns of the 
Englilli (hipping to Bombay, upon the Ma
labar coaft. The air is naturally hot in this 
pcninfula, but it is refrefhed by breezes ; 
the wind changing every twelve hours. 
The inhabitants in this part are more black 
in complexion than tho<e of the other pe-
nlnfulas of India, though lying nearer to 
the equator, which has made Tome ful'pefl 
them to be the dcfcendants of an ancient 
colony from Ethiopia. Fort St. George, 
better known by tlye name of Madras, is 
the capital of the Englifh Eafi India Com
pany's territories in this pan. But 1 have 
faid enough to you of this country. The 
farther peninfula of India is fWI very im-
perfe'dlly known ; and I (hall not enter up
on any account of the numerous iihnds in 
the Indian fea, as the diftin£lion between 
them conlifts chiefly in the difference of 
extent, and the* diverfity of produce, which 
is moltly that of the fpices. 

L E T T E R 
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L E T T E R XXXVIII. 

D Irefiliis; our courfc wcftward front 
o 

India, we ei»ter the kinjrdoni of Pcrfia, 
formerly the dominion of the great Cyrus, 
and a country which gave name to one 
of the moft celebrated monarchies in the 
ancient world. In fo extenfive an empire, 
both the air and the foil muft differ greatly 
in the fcveral provinces. Thofe in the 
northern part, as lying near mountains 
commonly covered w ith fnow, are cold ; 
but in the fouthern provinces, the air is 
liot, and fomctimes communicates noxious 
blajfts to the midland part, w hich otherwife 
enjoys a fcrc'ne and pure atmofphere. The 
foil is not luxuriant towards Tartary and the 
Cafpian fea,'biit with cultivation it might 
produce abundance of corn •and fruits. 
South of Mount Taurus, the fertility of the 

country 
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country in corn, fruits, wine, and the other 
luxuries of life, are equalled by few coun
tries. 7"he fruits in general are delicious, 
and in fonne parts, near Ifpahan efpecially, 
produce almolt all the flowers that arc cul
tivated in Europe, but of a more exalted 
flavour. There is, however, perhaps no 
country'of (o grat an extent, that has fo 
few rivers as Ferfla. The moft conlider-
able are thofe of Kur, ancient Cyrus ; and 
Aras, anciently Araxes, which rife in the 
mountains of Ararat, and joining their-
ftrcams, fall into the Cafpian fca. Some 
fmall rivulets falling from the mountains, 
water the country in particular parts ; but 
upon the whole, there is a fcarcity of wa
ter, though this dcfcfl, where it prevails, 
is ufually fupplied bv means of rcfcrvoirs, 
aqu(!du6b, canals, and other ingenious ex
pedients. Water, in all the Mahometan 
countries, ia*an article of great confump-
tion, on account of their frequent abluti
ons ; and this is no where more neccfTary* 
than in Pc'rfia, as t*lic inhabitants feldom 
change their linen : a cuftom in hot cli» 
juates particularly prejudicial. 

In 
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In the morning early the Perfians drink 
coffee, and about eleven o'clock go to 
dinner, M'hich confifts of fruits, fweet-
iTJcats, and milk. Their chief meal is at 
night. They cat at their rcpafts cakes 
of rice, and others of wheat flower ; and 
holding it an abomination to cut cither bread 
or any kind of meat, after it is dreffed, thcle 
cakes are made thin, that they may be cafily 
broken with the hand. Their meat which 
is generally mutton, or fowls, is fo pre
pared, that they divide it with their fingers. 
But with refpeft to one difli in particular, 
they have deviated from the tafte of their 
anceftors. The ancient Perfians never fat 
down to a great entertainment without a 
loalled afs before them, which was always 
ferved up entire. This luxury is now fallen 
into difufe ; but the change feems not to 
proceed from any fupcrior delicacy in their 
entertainments of eating and drinking. 
They are temperate, however, in every 
thing, except in the ufe of tobacco ; of 
which they are fo immoderately fond, that 
fomc of tlicm have been known to leave 
their country, rather than be debarred froni 
that enjoymeiit. They fmoke through a 

tube 
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tube fixed in water, Co as to be cool in the 
mouth. The Periians are pafiionately fond 
of poetry, moral fcntenccs, and hyperbole ; 
and in all as;cs have been remarkable for 
hofpitality. They are hkcwifc fond of 
riding, and excel, as their anccftors the Par-
thians did, in archery. 

There is in Perfia an extraordinary fine 
breed of flieep, the wool and flefh of which 
arc equally valued. It is not uncommon 
for them to have tails that weigh eight or 
ten pounds, and they have fix or eight 
horns ; fome of which ftand out horizon
tally, and cccafion a jrreat deal of blood to 
be fpilt when the rams engage with each 
other. Their goats likewifc arc much cf-
teemed for the fine wool on their bellies, as 
well as for their fle(h. 

Men may marry for life, or for any de
termined time, in Perfia, as well as over all 
Turkey ; antl travellers or merchants, who 
intend to ftay fome time in any city, and 
arc difpoled for fuch a contra<?t, commonly 
apply to the cadee or judge, for a v/ife dur
ing the time of his refidcnce.* 

The Pe»fians in ancient times were fa-
nious for learning, and their poets renown

ed 
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cd all over thft eaft ; but I fufpedl-, from 
the taflc which the Perfians have for hyper
bole, that however animated their compo-
fitiojis might be, they v.ould furnifh a cri
tic with more examples of bombaft than 
of the genuine fublime. Be this as it may, 
there certainly is in the Univcrlity of Ox
ford, a maiiulcript, containing- the lives of 
no Lfs than a hundred and thirtv-five of the 
fincft poet-. One of thefc, named Ferdofi, 
Lumf iilcd ihc hiftory of Pcrlia, in a feri^ 
of epic poems, which employed him near 
thirty years, and which Mr. Jones affirms 
to be a glorious monument of Eaflern ge-
jiius and learning. Two other celebrated 
Perfian poets arc Hatiz and Sheik Sadi; and 
the tombs of both, which ftill remain, arc 
held in great veneration. That of Hafiz 
flands about two miles fiom the city of 
Shcrauz. It is couflrudled of fine white 
maiblc, eight feet-in length, and four in 
breadth. On the top and fides of the tomb 
are Itleft pieces from the poet's own works, 
moll beautifully cut in the Perfian cha-
radltr. During the fpring and fummer fea-
fons, the inhabitants vilit here, t£Uid amufe 
ihcmfchcs with fmoaking, playing at chefs 

and 
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and other orames ; readincr alio the works of 
Ilafiz, whole memory they venerate almoft 
to a degree of adoration. 

About three or four miles from the tomb 
of Hafiz, is that of Sheik Sadi. This is a 
large I'quarc building, at the upper end of 
which are two alcove receflcs in the wall, 
built of ftonc, in good prefervation. On 
the fides of It are engraved many fentenccs 
relative to the poet and his works. Sadi 
flouriflicd .ibout five-hundred and fifty 
years ago, and his productions arc held 
in great cfteem among all the ealtcra 
nations, for their morality, and the ex
cellent precepts they inculcate. On the 
top of the tomb is a covering of painted 
wood, black and gold, on which is written 
an ode of the Sheik's, and on removincf 
this board, is perceived the ftonc coffin in 
which his remains were depofitcd. This 
the votaric*who come thither, take care to 
flrevv with flowers, rol'arics, and various 
ofFcringJ. 

At prctent learning is at a very low ebb 
among the Perlians. Theif boafled Ikill in 
aftronom^ is reduced to a mere fmattcrins 
'm that fcience, and terminates in judicial 

aftrology, 
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aftrology, to which the Perfians are now 
fuperftltioufly addicted. The learned pro-
feluon hi gieateft eftcem amongft them is 
that of medicine, which is at perpetual va
riance with ailrology ; becaufe every dofe 
nnuft be adminiOered in the aul'picious hour 
fixed bv the a{holoG:ers : a reftritiion which 
muO: often defeat the fuccefs of whatever 
has been prefcribed. 

The mofl remarkable piece of antiquity 
in Perfia, is the famous palace of Perfepolis, 
which ftands at the diftance of between 
thirty and forty miles from Sherauz. It is 
fituated on a rifing groiuid, and commands 
an cxtcnfive profpeft over the plain of 
Merdaflit. The mountain Rehumut encircles 
the palace in the form of an amphitheatre. 
You afcend to the columns by a grand 
flair-caie of blue ftone, confiftiiig of a hun
dred and four ftcps. The firft objeft that 
flrikes the beholder on his eikrancc, are 
two portals of ftone, each about fifty feet 
in height. Tlie fides are embelliflied with 
two fphinxes of an immenle iize, dreffed 
out with a profufion of bcad-work, and, 
contrary to the ufual method, they are re-
preftnted ftanding. On the fvdcs above 

are 
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are Infcriptions in an ancient characler, the 
meaning of which no perfon hitherto has 
been able to decypher. 

At a fmall diftance from thefe portals 
you afcend another flight of fteps, which 
lead to the grand hall of columns. The 
fides of this ftair-cafc are ornamented with 
a variety of figures in bafib-relievo. Moll 
of ihem have veflels in their hands; here 
and there a camel appears, and in other 
parts a triumphal car, defigned after the 
Roman fafhlon. Befidcs tiiefe, are levcral 
led horfcs, oxen and rams, which divcrfify 
the proceffion. At the head of the ftair-
cafc, is another balTo-relievo, reprcfenting a 
lion feifnio; a bull; and clofe to this arc 
other infcriptions in ancient charadlers 

On arriving at the top of the flair-cafe, 
you enter v\ hat was formerly a mofl mag
nificent hall. Fifteen of the columns yet 
remain eiktire, and are maflerly pieces of 
mafonry. Their pcdcftals are curioufly 
worked, and appear little _ii}jured by the 
ravages • of time*. The (hafts are fluted 
up to the top, and the capitals are adorned 
"with af profufiou of fret work. 

Proceeding 
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Proceeding eaftward from this hail, you 
arrive at a very large fquare buildings 
the entraftce to which is through a door 
of granite. Moft of the doors and win
dows of this apartment ftill cxifl:; they 
are of black marble, and polifhed like a 
mirror. On the fides of the doors, at the 
entrance, are bas-reliefs of two fisrures at 
full length, they reprcfent a man in the 
attitude of ftabbing a goat; with one hand 
he feizcs the aninial bv llie horn, and with 
the other thrufls a dagger into its bellv. 
One of the goat's feet refts upon the bread 
of the man, and the other upon his ris-ht 
arm. This device is c-.;r.mon throughout 
the palace. Over aiiotiicr door of the 
fame apartment, is a reprefentation of two 
men at full length: Behind rlicm {lands a 
domcftic, holding- i:i liis hand a fprcad um
brella. They are lupportcd by large 
round fla%TS, appear to be in years, have 
long l̂ jcards, and a profulion of hair upon 
their heads. 

At the fouth-weft entrcnce of this apart
ment are two large pillars of ftonc, upon 
which are carved four figures; tfeey are 
drcfTcd in long garments, and hold in their 

hands 
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hands fpears ten feet in length. At this 
entrance alto the remains of a ftoir-cafc of 
blue ftone are ftill vifible, Vat? numbers 
of broken pieces of pillars, fliafts, and.ca
pitals, are fcattered over a confiderable ex
tent of ground ; fomc o£ them of fuch an 
enormous (ize, that it is wonderful to think 
how thcv could have been brouijht whole, 
and fet up together. 

The materials of which this pivlace is 
compoled, are chiefly hard blue tlone ; but 
the doors and windows of the apartments 
are all of black marble, and fo beautifully 
polifhcd as to rcfleci an object like a mirror. 
One of the principal things worthy of re-
inark, is the immcnfe firength of the foun-
dation. Tiic whole of the palace takes in 
a circuit of fourteen hundred fquare yards; 
its 4ront from north to fouth is fix hundred 
paces, and from cafi: to weft three hundred 
and ninety. . T h e height of the foundation, 
in front, is in fcveral parts from forty to 
fifty feet, and confifts of two immcnfe 
flones laid together. The fides are not fo 
high, and are more unequal^ owing to the 
vaft quaiitity of fand which has fallen from 
the mountain. 

The 
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The hall of pillars appears to have been 
detached from the reft of the palace, and 
to have "had a communication with the 
other parts by hollow galleries of ftone. 
B)' the pedcftalsof the pillars which remain, 
the hall fecms originally to have confifted 
of nine diftind rows of columns, each 
containing fix; making confequently in all 
fifty-four. The fifteen that remain are 
from fevcnty to eighty feet in height, the 
diameter at the bafe is twelve feet, and the 
diftance between each column twenty-two. 
By the pofition of the front pillars, the hall 
appears to have been open towards the 
plain; but four of the pillars facing the 
mountain, and which are at fome diftancc 
from the reft, feem to have been intended 
for a portico, or entrance from the eaft. 
The materials of the columns are a mixed 
fort of red ftone, granular.. The hall, fi-
tuated on an eminence, and Qommandiug 
an cxtcnfive view of the plain of Mer-
daflit, is ftiikingly grand, and conveys to 
the beholder the idea oi a hall of audience 
of a powerful and warlike monarch. 

When and by whom this palace,was ori
ginally built, it is impofliblc to determine. 

Some 
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Some have afcribed it to Darius, the Perfian 
emperor, who was conquered by Alex
ander. That it is however of ^i eat anti* 
quity no doubt can be entertained. 

Behind the hall of pillars, and clofe under 
the mountain, are the remains of a very 
large building of a quadrangular form.— 
This may have made either a part of the 
palace, or peihaps a detached temple ; as it 
has withiii-fide iymhols emblematical of re
ligious appropriation. This building has 
four principal entrances in different quarters. 

Xotwithftandincj the magrnificence of 
tlicfe, and other ancient buildings found in 
different pr.rts of Pcrlia, they arc void of 
that elegance and beauty which we admire 
in the Greek architecture. The tombs of 
the Perfian kings are ftupendous works, 
cut eut of a rock, and highly ornamented 
with fculpture.-

The houfes of the men of quality in 
Perfia arc in the fame tafte with thofe of 
the Afiatic Turks. They are feldom above 
one flory l«gh, built of bricks, with flat 
roofs for walking on, aixl'lhiok walls. The 
doors are , narrow and clumfy, the hall 
arched; and the rooms have no commuiii-

G g cation 
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cation but with the hall, the kitchen and 
office houfes being built apart. Inflcad of 
chimnies," moft of them have a round hole 
in the middle of the room. Their fur
niture chiefly confifls of carpets ; and their 
beds are two thick cotton quilts, which 
ferve them likewife for coverlids, with car
pets under them. 

Ifpahan, the capital of Pcrfia, flands in 
a fine plain, within a mile of the river 
Zcnderhand, which fupplics it with water. 
It is computed to be twelve miles in cir
cumference; of wiiich the royal palace 
occupies a great part. The (Ireets are nar
row and crooked, and the chief amufement 
of the inhabitants is on the flat roofs of 
their houfes, where they generally fpend 
the fummer evenings. There arc in II-
pahan no Icfs than a hundred and fixty 
mofques, and eighteen hundicd caravan-
feras. The number of public baths is like-
wife very great. 

The Perfians equal, if not exceed all the 
manufadurers in the world in lilk, woollen, 
mohair, carpets, and leather. In their car
pets, in particular, they have the ait of 

.joining fa^cy, tafte, and elegaitce to rich-
licfs. 
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ncfs, fieatncfs, and fhew; nbtwithftanding 
which they are ignorant of painting, and 
their drawings are very rude. Tilieir dying 
excels that of Europe. The i r filver and 
gold laces, and threads, are admirable for 
prcferving their luftre. The i r embroideries, 
and horle furniture are not to be equalled; 
nor are they ignorant of the pottery and 
window-glafs manufadlures. On the other 
hand, their carpenters arc very indifferent 
\̂ o rkmen; which is faid to be owing to 

tb.c fcarrity of timbei' all over Perfia. The i r 
jtwcllers and goldlmiths arc alfo clumfy 
aitifts, and thev arc icrnorant of clock-
making, and the; manufacture of looking 
glalTcs. But they lie under great difadvan-
tasfes from the arbitrary form of government, 
and the rapacity exercifed by thofe who 
often afcend the throne by ufurpation. 

T h e irrevocable laws of the ancient 
Medes and Perfians are no longer known, 
having perifhed, it is probable, with the 
coiiftiiution to which they owed their ex-
illcncc. At prefent, in Perfia, as in every 
mahometan country, they have no other 
law but the koran, and the* comments of 
the ecclcftiftics upon it. The priefts enjoy 

G g 2 the 
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the privilege of being-judges m all'cafes, 
both civil and religious; but fuch as are 
criminal, the governors take upon them to 
decide: not however without this authority 
being protcftcd againfl: by the priefthood. 
In rcfpe6b to the judgments of the king, or 
his viceroys, they are all arbitrary. 

The law in cafes of debt is extremely 
fevere. If the debtor be unable to pay, he 
is delivered to the creditor to be dealt with 
as he fhall determine; the latter having it 
in liis power to fell him, with all his family, 
or make flaves of the whole, if he pleafes. 

All pcrfons here plead their own caufe, 
the women as well as the men; only the 
former arc veiled, and have a particular 
part of the court aligned them to ftand in. 
The priiwripal bufuiefs for which they ap
pear before a judge, is to obtain a divorce. 
They ufualiy ground their adiou on the 
impotence of their hufliands, and arc always 
on thofe occallons extremelv clamorous. 

Murders anj robberies rarely occur in 
Pcrfia, guards being placed on every road 
to prevent them, or apprehend offenders. 
Bakers and cooks have fometimes been 
baked or roaftcd alive, for defrauding the 

people 
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people of their provilions by falfe weights; 
but for the moft part, they arc^ only con
fined, or condemned to the baftinado. 

Though the Perfians profefs the religion 
of Mahomet no lefs than the Turks, they 
dilTer confiderably in their principles from 
thofe of that nation; the latter following 
Abiibeker, Omar, and Ofraan, and the for
mer the comments of Hali. Such is the 
antipathy between thofe two feds, that, 
not content with the moft: rancorous ha
tred, they even curfe each other in their 
prayers. Both parties, however, call thcm-
felves MufTclmcn, or of the number of the 
fiithful. Thcv liave two articles of faith, 
namely, that there is but one Ciod; and 
that Mahomet is his prophet. The com
mandments of their religion are, to obfcrve 
corporal purifications; to pray five fives a 
a day; to give alms; to faft in the month 
Ramezan; and to go on pilgrimage to 
Mecca. To this fyftem the Perfians add 
another article of faith, which is, that Hali 
is the vicar of God. 

Their religion is, if pcfffible, in fomc 
things, rrfore fantaftical andlenlual than that 
of the Turks, and isJn many points mingled 

G g 3 with 
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with Bratnln fupcrftitious. Some of them 
even maintain the Pythagorean doftrine of 
iranfmigration. There are ftill in the 
country a vaft number of Guebres or Gaufs, 
•who pretend to be the difciples and fuc-
cefTort of the ancient Magi, the followers 
of Zoroafter. A combuftiblc fpot of ground, 
about ten miles diftant from Baku, a city 
in the north of Perfia, is the fcene where 
thefe people perform their folemn devotions. 
There are upon this ground feveral old 
little temples, in one of which the Guebres 
pretend to prefervc the facred flame of the 
univerfal fire, which rifes from the end of 
a lajge hollow cane ftick in the ground, re-
fcmbling a lamp burning with very pure 
fpirits. 

BETTER 



LET. XXXIX.] ASIA. 455 

L E T T E R XXXIX. 

JL ROM the kingdom which I laft vifited, 
there is an immediate traniition into Arabia. 
This country is formed into three divifions, 
whicii are Arabia Pctra;a, on the north-
weft ; Arabia Delcrta, in the middle ; and 
Arabia Felix, on the fouth-eart. It is al-
moll; furroundcd with leas, and there arc 
few fountains, fprings, or rivers in this 
country, except the Euphrates, which 
wafhes the noith-eaft limits of it. As a 
confiderable part of this territory lies under 
the Ton id Zone, the air is exceflively hot 
and dry, and the country is fubjeft to hot 
pellilentiai winds, like thofc on the oppo-
lite fhores of Pcr);a, which often prove 
fatal, efpecially to flrangers. The foifitk 
Ibme parts, is nothing more'than immcjifc 
fands, which, when agitated by the winds, 
roll like the troubled "Ocean, and fonactimcs 

form 
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form mountains, by which whole caravans 
have been overwhelmed. In thefe deferts 
the caravans having no tracks, are guided 
as at fea, by a compafs, or by the ftars, for 
they travel chiefly in the night. 

This country, except fometimcs at the 
equinoxes, is never refrefhed with rain ; 
and the intcnlcnefs of the cold in the night, 
is almoft equal in degree to that of the heat 
in the day-time. But the fouthern parts of 
Arabia, defcrvcdly called the happy, is 
bleffcd with an excellent toil, and in ge
neral, is very fertile. The cultivated lands, 
which are chiefly about the towns near the 
fea coaft, produce balm of gilcad, manna> 
myrrh, caflia, aloes, frankincenfe, fpike-
nard, and other valuable gums ; with cin
namon, pepper, oranges, lemons, pome
granates, figs, and other fruits. Honey 
and wax aie in great plenty, and there is a 
fmall quantity of corn and \*ine. This 
country is famous for its coffee and its dates, 
the laft of which are fcarcely found any 
where in fuch perfedion at here and lu 
Pcrfla. There are few trees fit for timber 
in Arabia, and little wood of any ,kind. 

The 
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The moft ufeful animals in this country 
are camels and dromedaries, whi^h are ad-
mirablv fitted by Providence for traverfing 
the drv and parched deferts ; for by a pe
culiar contrivance in their oeconomy, they 
can throw up the liquor from their flomach 
into their throat, and by that means can 
travel fix or eight days without water. 
The camels ufually carry eight hundred 
pounds weight on their backs, which are alfo 
peculiarly formed for the fecurity of bur
dens, which arc not removed during the 
whole journey : for the camels naturally 
kneel down to ici\, and afterwards rife 
without diicompohng their loads. The 
dromedary is a fmall camel that will travel 
many miles a day. It is a common obfcrva-
tion among the Arabs, that wherever there 
are Tirees, water is not far off. The camels 
will fmell a pool at a confiderable diftance, 
and fet up their great trot till they come to 
it. I need not tell you, that the Arabian 
horfes are well known in Europe, and have 
contributed to improve the breed of thofe 
in England. 

The Arabians, like moft of the nations in 
Afia, arc of a middl^ ftature, thin, and of 

a 
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a fwarthy complexion, with their hair and 
eyes blac^:. They are fwift of foot, excel
lent horfcmcn, and in general a martial 
people, expert at the bow and lance, and, 
fincc they became acquainted with fire 
arms, good markfmen. The inhabit«nts 
of the inland country live in tents, after 
the manner of the Tartars, and remove 
from place to place with their flocks and 
herds. But they are in general fuch rob
bers, that travellers and pilgrims who come 
thither from all nations, through motives 
of devotion or curiohty, are fi:ruck with 
terror on approaching towards the deferts. 
For thofe banditti, headed bv a captain, 
travcrfe the country in confidcrable troopa 
on horfcback, and afTault and plunder the 
caravans. On the Tea coaft they aft like-
wife as pirates, and make prizes of every 
vcffcl which they can maftcr, of whatever 
nation. 

The roving Arabs have all the appearance 
of banditti. Their habit is a kind of blue 

* r 

Ihirt, tied about them with a white fafli or 
eirdlc ; and fome of lliem have a vcft of 
furs or fhccp fkins over it. They wear 
drawers, and fometimes flippers, but no 

ftockings; 
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ftocklngs ; anc! have a cap or turbaa on 
their heads. Many of them gc^ almoft 
naked ; but, as in the eaflcrn countries, 
the women are (o wrapped up, that nothing 
can be lecn but their eyes- Like other 
Mahometans, the Arabs eat all kinds of 
flefh, except that of hogs ; but prefer the 
flefli of camels to any other. The i r ufual 
drink is water, lometimes fwcetciicd with 
fugar, or flierbet made of oranges. They 
like wife drink coffee, and even tea ; but 
ufc no flrong liquors. 

The Arabians in former times were fa
mous for their learning, and fkill in all the 
liberal arts, particularly that of medicine ; 
and fcience was known amongd them even 
during the period of the darkeft ages hi 
Europe : but there is Icarccly any country 
at prcfent where the people arc fo univer-
fally ignorant. T h e common language ia 
the three Aratias is the Arabick, or corrupt 
Arabian, which is likewife fpoken with 
i'ome variation of diale6l, over great part 
of the Eaft, from Egypt to the court of the 
Great Mogul. T h e pure Arabic which is 
faid to be a»dialeft of the Hebrew, and ac
counted by the eafterni, nations the moft co

pious 
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pious and energetic language in the world, 
is taugljjt in their fchools, as Greek and La
tin among the Europeans, and ufed by Ma
hometans in their worfliip ; for as the Ko
ran vvas written in this language, they will 
not fuffer it to be read in any other. 

The famous Mount Sinai, is fituated in 
Arabia I'ctrjea. From it may he fceu 
Mount Horcb, where Mofes kept the flocks 
of Jcthro, his father-in-law, when he faw 
the burnins; bufli. On both thcfe moun-
tains are many chapels and cells, occupied 
by the Greek and Latin monks, who, like 
the religious at Jcrufalem, pretend to (hew 
the very fpot which was the fcene of any 
miracle or tranfaflion recorded in fcripture. 
What is called the Defert of Sinai, is a 
beautiful plain near nine miles long, and 
about three in breadth. It lies open to the 
north-caft, but to the fouthward is clofed 
by fomc of the lower eminences of Mount 
Sinai ; and other parts of the mountain 
make fuch encroachments upon the plain, 
as to divide it in two, each fo capacious as 
to have bceu'fufficient to receive the whole 
camp of the Ifraelites. 

The 
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T h e cHief clfies in Arabia are Mocha, 
Aden, Mufcar, Suez, and Juddah, where 
moft of the trade of this country is,carried 
on. Mocha is well built, the houfes very 
pofty, and covered with a ftucco which 
gives thciTi a dazzling whitcnefs. T h e cir
cuit of the walls is two miles, and there 
are in it fcveral handfome nnofqucs. Suez, 
the Arfinoc of the ancients, is furrouudcd 
by the Defcrt, and is but an ill-built 
place. Juddah is the place of the greateft 
trade on the Red Sea. But the capital of 
all Arabia is Mecca, the birth-place of Ma
homet. Tiicre is here a mofquc which is 
generally accounted the mofii magnificent 
of any temple in the Turkifh dominions. 
Its roof, which is lofty, is raifed in the 
fa(hio« of a dome, and covered with gold ; 
having at the end two beautiful towers, of 
extraordinary height and architedure. T h e 
mofque has two gates, with a window over 
each ; and the whole builJinGr within is 
decorated with the fincft gildings and ta-
peftry. The numbe/ of pilgrims who 
yearly vifit this place is almoft incredible ; 
every mufTdman bc'mg obliged by his rcli-

giojj 
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gion to come thilher oiice*in his^ife time< 
or fend a deputy. , 

At the city of Medina llkewife, to which 
Mahomet fled when he was driven out of 
Mecca, and which is the place where he 
was buried, is a {lately mofquc, fupported 
by four hundred pillar';, and furnilhcd with 
three hundred filver lamps, which are con
tinually burnir.g. T h e Turks give this 
molque the name of the " Moft Holy," be-
taule in it is placed the coffin of their pro
phet Mahomet, covered with cloth of gold, 
under a canopy of 1:1 ver tilTue, which the 
Eafhaw of E g \ p t , bv order of the Grand 
Seignior, renews every vear. T h e camel 
\> hich brings it, is held in a fort of vener
ation, and is never afterwards to be em-
ploj'cd in any drudgery. Over the foot of 
the coffin is a rich golden crcfcent, curioufly 
wrought, and adorned with precious ftones. 
T o this place the pilgrims refort, as to 
Mecca, but net in fuch numbers. 

From the licentloufncfo of the Arabs, 
and the predatory life which they lead, one 
would be apt to think that there was no 
political fubftrdination amongf t them; but 
the inlaiid country of Arabia Ls under the 

government 
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government oi many petty princes, who 
are llyled Xcrifs and Imans, both of them 
comprifing the offices of king an î prieft, 
in the fame manner as the caliphs of the 
Saracens, the fuccefTors of Mahomet. They 
are in fad abfolute both in temporal and 
fpiritual authority; the fucceffion is here
ditary, and they have no other laws than 
ihofe found in tlic koran, and the comments 
upon it. The northern Arabs owe fubjec-
tion to the Turks, and are governed by 
bafhaws refiding among them; but it is 
certain that they receive large gratuities 
from the (irand Seignior, for protcvfling the 
pilgrims that pafs through thofe parts from 
t!ie danger of bein:^ robbed. 

The routheru and inland parts of Arabia 
have had the fmgular good fortune not only 
to maintain their freedom and independence 
through all ages, but to have made the 
moft extenfive and rapid conqucfts ever at-
chieved by any nation. This was, however, 
not the efFe(ft of valor, or military exertion 
alone, but of an euthuhafm, i'nflamed with 
fuperitition^ which oore down every thing 
before it. An ignorant, but artful impoftor, 
Mahomct'jtu native of this territory, had the 

addrel» 



4.64 LETTERS OF A laiAVELLER* 

addrefs to impofe himfelf upon his tountry. 
men as a prophet fent immediately by God 
into the ^vorld, for the purpofe, as he pre
tended, not only of inftrufting mankind in 
the divine will, but of compelling them to 
obey it. The refult of the fidion exceeded 
his moft: fanguine cxpe6tations. All Arabia 
inflantly caught the flame of innovation, 
and it was fpread in a fhort lime over a vafi: 
part of Europe, Afia, and Africa ; all fefts 
of religion were either overawed, or ren
dered profelytcs to the belief of the new 
doclrinc; chriflian churches were converted 
into mofques; a new a;ra was introduced 
into the hiftory of mankind; and in the 
end an impoftor, who would have merited 
the fcvereft puniihmcnt in civilifed fociety, 
not only received in his pcrfon the homage 
of a multitude of nations, but obtained fuch 
pofthumous honors as never before were 
conferred on any mortal; and has traafmitted 
his name, with that of his fpurious doc-
rines, to half the habitable world. 

I ETTER 
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!. E T T E R XL. 

Li (EAVING Afia on tl;c eail, I entered 
the third grand divifion of the globe ; and 
it was optional to take my pafTagc thither, 
either by fca or land : for though the two 
continents now mentioned are fcparated 
from each other, along the far greater part 
of their extent, by the Red Sea, they arc 
joined towards the north by a neck of land, 
about fixty miles over, called the Ifthmus 
of Suez, which lies between the extremity 
of that fea and the Mediterranean. 

As the equator divides this exteniive con
tinent almoll in the middle, and the mofl: 
tonfiderable part of it is withi,n the tropics, 
the heat is in many parts almoft infupport-
able to a European ; it being there increafcd 
by the rays of the Sun refledeJ from the vaft 
deferts of bfirningfands. The coaft, however, 

ll'h and 
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and banks of the rivers, fuch as tile Nile, 
are generally fertile ; and mofl; parts of this 
region ate inhabited, though it is far from 
being {o populous as Europe or Alia. 

In many parts of Africa fnow is generally 
never fecn but on the tops of the higheft 
mountains ; and the inhabitants have no 
conception o( the pofTibility of water being 
congealed into the form of a folid fub-
Itancc. The moft confiderable rivers are 
the Niger and the Nile, each of which 
runs a prodigious courfe ; and both of tliem. 
increafing and decreafmg alike, fertilize the 
adjacent countries in a wonderful manner. 

The greatefl: mountains on the Continent 
arethe Atlas, a ridge extendins: from the 
Atlantic Ocean as far as Egypt, and had its 
name from a king of Mauritania, a great 
lover of aftronomy, who ufcd to obferve 
the liars from its fummit ; on which ac
count the poets reprefent him as bearing 
the heavens on his (houlders : The Moun-
tainsi of the Moon, extending thcnifelves 
between Abyffinia and Monomotapa, and 
are fliU hiu;hcr than thole of Atlas : Thofe 
of Sierra Leone, or the Mountain of the 
l^ions, which divide Nigritia from Guinea, 

and 
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nnd cjctend as far as Ethiopia. Thcfe were 
ft)led bv the ancients the Mountains of God, 
on account of their being fubjcd to thunder 
and hghtning. 

The fituaiioii of Africa for commerce is 
extremely favorable, having a much nearer 
communication with Europe, Alia, and 
Ameiica, than any of the other quarters 
has with the refl. Yet, though Aored with 
hiexhauftible treafure, and capable, under 
proper improvements, of producing many 
luxuries as well as convcniencies, within 
itfelf, it fcems to be almoft entirely neg~ 
levied, not onJv by the natives, but the 
more civilized Europeans who arc fettled 
m it. It is however to be hoped, that the 
eflablifhment lately made at Sierra Leone, 
by fome public fpirited men of our own 
country, will prove the means of improv
ing thofc benefits which nature has bcftowed 
on this continent. 

Afiica once contained feveral kinsfdoms 
3n«l ftates, eminent for the liberal arts, for 
w ealth and power, and the mofl: extenfive 
commerce. The kingdoms of Egypt and 
Ethiopia, in paiticular, vvtrc much cele
brated ; «nid the rich and powerful ilatc of 

IJ h 2 Carthage, 
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Carthage, that once formidable rival of 
Rome itfelf, extended her'commerce to 
every pzi\ of the then known world. 
After the reduftion of thefe countries by 
the Romans, the natives, conftantly plun
dered, and of courfe impoverished, by the 
governors fent from Rome, neglefted trade 
and cultivated no more of their lands than 
might ferve for their fubliftence. Upon 
the decline of the Roman empire, in the 
fifth century, the north of Africa was over
run by the V^andals, who contributed itill 
more to the deftmftion of arts and fcicnces ; 
and to add to the calamity of this continent, 
the Saracens made a fuddcn conqueft of all 
the coafts of Egypt and Barbary in the fe-
venth century. Thofe were fucceeded by 
the Turks ; and both being of the Maho
metan religion, the profellors of which 
carried devaftation wherever they came, 
the ruin of this once flourifhing part of the 
world was by that means compleatcd. 

The inhabitants of this continent, wKh 
refpett to religion, may be divided into 
three clafies, namely Pagans, Maiiometans, 
and Chriftians. The firft are the moft nu
merous, poflefllng the greatcfl pa»t of the 

country 
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country from the Tropic of Cancer, to the 
Cape of Good Hope, anl thok; arc gene-
rallv hlack. The Mahometans, who from 
their more northern fituationarc of a tawny 
complexion, polTefs Egypt, and ahnoit all 
of what is called the Barbary coaft. The 
people of Abyffinia, or the Upper Ethiopia, 
are denorrtinated Chriftians, hut retain ma
ny Pagan and Jewifh rites. There are 
many Jews in the north of Africa, who 
manage all the little trnde that is carried 
on by that part of the country. 

Havin<T faid thus much of Africa in gc-
neral, I proceed to my furvey of Egypt. 

]n April and May the air in Egypt is hot, 
and often infc£tious ; and t!ie inhabitants 
are almofl: blinded with drifts of fund : but 
thefe evils are remedied by the rifing and 
overflowing of the Nile. This celebrated 
river, fuppjyiug the want of rain, of which 
very little falls in the country, begins to 
rife when the Sun is vertical in Ethiopia, 
and the ;yinual rains fall there, which hap
pen periodically from the latter end of May 
to September, and fomctimes Oftober. 
At the neight of its flood in the Lower 
Egypt, which is the northern divifion of 
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the country, nothing is to be feen in the 
plains but rlie tops of forefts and fruit-trees, 
all the towns and villages being built upon 
eminences cither natural or artificial. When 
the inundation of the river is at its height, 
tlie inhabitants celebrate a kind of jubilee, 
with all forts of feflivities. The banks or 
mounds which confine the waters of the 
liver are cut by the Turkiili bafliaw, at
tended by the chief inhabitants of the 
country. The \K atcr is then laid into what 
they call the chalis, or grand canal, which 
runs through Cairo, whence it is diftributed 
into cuts, for fupplying the fields and gar
dens. This being done, and tiie waters 
beginning to retire, fo great is the fertility 
of the foil, that the hufbandman h:is almoft 
nothinjr to do \\ ith cultivation, He throws 
his w heat and barley into the ground in 
Odober and May ; he turns his cattle out 
to graze in November ; and you would be 
delighted with the profpeft which the face 
of the country prefents in about fix weeks, 
in rifing corn, vegetables, and verdure of 
every kind. The air is perfumed with 
oranges, lemons, and a variety of fruits. 
March and April are the harvcfl; months. 

The 
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The Egyptian paflurage is equally prolific, 
nioft of the quadrupeds produciiy^ two at 
a time, and the fticep four lariibs in the 

year. 
Ariflotle informs us, that the new waters 

of the Nile, whether drunk, or ui'cd in the 
way of a bath, never failed to render the 
women fruitful; that they ulually conceived 
in July or Auguft, and were delivered in 
April or May. According to Diodorus Si-
culus, they fomctimes were delivered of 
four children at a birth, fomctimes of fevcn. 
Eut I have not been able to find upon the 
flri£le(l enquiry, that there is at prelent the 
finallefl foundation for thofc alTertions. The 
women of Egypt, like thole of other coun
tries, are delivered equally in all months 
of tjie year ; nor do they fecm any way 
peculiarly difpofed to the produ<51ion of two 
(ur more children at a birth. 

The country abounds in black cattle ; {o 
that in all ages the flc(h pots of Egypt have 
been well fupplied. The Egyptian horfcs 
are very fine: they never trot, but walk 
well, an^ gallop with greal: fpecd. The 
breed of ftie aflfcs is of a large kind, and 
upon them the Chriftians ride: for they arc 

not 
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not permitted by the Tuiks to make ufc of 
any otherfanlmal; but this rcftriftion is not 
extended to travellers. The Hippopotamus, 
or river horfe, an amphibious animal, rc-
lembling an ox in its hinder parts, is com
mon in Upper Egypt; and among various 
other creatures, there is in tliis country an 
ape with the head like a dog. The crocodile 
"was formerly thought peculiar to Egypt; 
but there does not feem to be any eflential 
difference between it and the alligators of 
India and America. The Ibis, a creature 
fomewhat refembling a duck, and which 
was deified by the ancient Egyptians for its 
deftroying ferpents and noxious infeds, was 
alfo thought peculiar to Egypt;' it appears, 
however, that a fpecies of them has been 
lately difcovcred in other parts of Afrjca. 
Oftrighes are common here, and are fa 
Arong, that the Arabs fomctimes ride upou 
their backs. 

Egypt is certainly at prcfent not near fo 
populous as formerly, oyving to the oppref-
fion of the inliabitants by the Turks; but 
they are ftiH very numerous. The def-
ccndants of the original Egyptian's are dif-
tinguifticd by the name of Coptis. In 

complexion, 
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complexion, they are rather fun burnt than 
fwarthy or black; and are an ly looking 
flovenly people, immerieJ in indolence. 
Their anceftors were once chriflians, and 
in general they ftill pretend to be of that re
ligion; but mahometanilm is the prevailing 
worfhip among the natives. Thole who 
inhabit the villages and fields, at any con-
iidcrable diftancc from the Nile, confid of 
Arabs, or their delcendants, who are of a 
deep Iwarthy complexion. They pafs their 
time in tending their flocks, and many of 
them have no fixed place of abode. The 
Turks who refide in Egypt, retain all their 
Ottoman pride and infolence, with the 
Turkifh habit, to diftinguifh themfelvcs 
from the Arabs and Coptis, who drefs very 
plain. The ordinary drefs of the latter is 
of blue linen, with a long cloth coat, cither 
over or under it; and their chief finery is 
an upper garment of white linen, and linen 
drawers. The Chriflians and Arabs of the 
meaner fort content themfelves with a linen 
or woollen wrapper, which they fold like a 
blanket round their body. ' The drefs of 
the womeli is tawdry and unbecoming ; but 
their cloaths are filk^ when they can afford 

i t ; 
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i t ; and fuch of them as are not expofcd to 
the fuzi, have delicate complexions. All 
Egypt is over-run with jugglers, fortune
tellers, mountebanks, and travelling flight-
of-hand men. 

The papyrus is one of the natural curi-
ofities of Egypt, and ferved the ancients to 
vri te upon ; but we are unacquainted with 
the manner in which they prepared it.— 
The pith of it is a nourifhing food. The 
method of hatching chickens in ovens is 
common in Egypt, and is now pra6lifed in 
iome parts of Europe. But I (hall fufpcnd 
till my next letter the farther account of 
this country. 

L E T T E R 
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L E T T E R XLI. 

_L_iG\ PT abounds more with antiquities 
ihan perhaps any other part of the world; 
for its cities were very numerous, and re
markably fplendid in ancient times. In 
many places, not only temples, bvit the 
walls of cities, built before the time of 
Alexander the Great, are ftill entire, and 
many of their ornaments, particularly the 
colours of their paintings, arc as frefti and 
vivid as whe^i firft laid on. Alexandria, 
which lies feveral miles weft of the 
Nile, was once the emporium of all the 
world; andjiy mean^ of the Red Sea, fur-
nifhed Europe and great part of Afia with 
the riches .of India. It owes its name to 
the founder, Alexander the Great. It rofe 
upon the ruins of Tyr t and Carthage, and 

is 
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is famous for the light-houfc credcd on the 
oppofiterlfland of Pharos, for the direftion 
of mariners, defervedly eflecmed one of 
the wonders of the world. All the other 
parts of the city were magnificent in pro
portion, as may be fecn from the ruins, 
particularly the cifterns and aqueduds.^-
Many of the materials of the old city, 
however, have been employed in building 
New Alexandria, which at prelent is a very 
ordinary fea-port, known by the name of 
Scandaroon. Notwithftanding the poverty, 
ignorance, and indolence of the inhabi
tants, their molques, bagnios, and other 
public buildings, ere61ed within thefe ruins, 
prefcrve a great air of majefty. 

Near Alexandria are to be fccn tlie re
mains of the maufolcum of Cleopatra. It 
is the fame in which Ihe had depofited the 
body of Anthony, and where flie herfelf was 
llkewife interred, in conlequence of her 
1 equeft to Odtavius Cacfar, immediately 
before her death. Thi? ftru<flure was begun 
m her own life time, and completed by the 
order of Ca'(ar. That it was very grand, 
wc have the teftimony of hiftorians, and 

Martial 
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Martial ajludcs .to it in the following beau

tiful epigram, 

De vipera eUBro incluja. 

Flenuhm Heliadum ramis diim 'vi/iera fer/iit, 

Fluxit in objiantem fitcc'ma gemma Jeram. 

QH^ dum miratur fiingu't fs rore teneri, 

Concreto riguii vincla rejiente gtlu. 

Ne tihi regali filaceaSy Clea/iatra, JeflulcfirOt 

Fifieraji tumulo nolrt/icre jacct. 

Lib. iv. Ep. 46. 

Near this fpot are the foundatioii and 
(lately ruins of an ancient flrufture, which 
fbme affirm to have been Cuefar's palace. 
In the neighbourhood, Jikewife, Itands 
Pompey's pillar, which is a fine regular co
lumn of the Corinthian order, eighty-four 
feet nine inches high, and all of one ftonc. 
Inducting the capital and pedeftal, the 
height of the whole is a hundred and four
teen feet. 

Rofctta, or Rafchid, flands twenty-five 
miles north-weft of Alexandria, com
manding a bqautiful piK)fpc6t of the country, 
or iflaud of Delta, formed by t]ie Nile near 
its mouth ; 'and is a place of conf:derable 
trade. 

The 
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The whole country towards Grarfid Cairo,' 
is a continued fcene of antiquities, of 
which jhe oldcft are the moft ftupendous, 
but the more modern the moft beautiful. 
Cairo, now Mairs, the prelent capital of 
Egypt, is a large and populous citv, but 
difagreeable on account of its peftilential 
air, and the narrownefs of the ftreets. It 
is divided into two towns, the Old and the 
New, and defended by an old caftle, the 
works of which are computed to be three 
miles in circumference. This caftle is faid 
to have been built bv the famous Saladine, 
about fix hundred years ago. At the weft 
end are the remains of \cx\ noble apait-
ments, fome of which are covered with 
domes, and adorned with pictures in mo-
faic work. The well, called Jofeph's welJj 
is a curious piece of mcchanilni, about three 
hundred feet deep. You muft know that 
the memory of that Patriarch is ftill rc-
vered in Eg^•pt; they (hew granaries, and 
many other works of public utility, that go 
under his name. T^^)' '̂'<̂  certainly of 
great antiquity; but whether they have 
been credtcd bv him may ftill be matter of 
doubt. On tlic banks of the iSJile, facing 

Cairo, 
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Cairo,! lies ihe village of Gizie, which is 
thought to be the ancient Memphis. 

A favorite exhibition in this p îrt of the 
country, is dancing camels, which, when 
young, they place upon a large heated 
floor: the intenfe heat makes the poor 
creatures caper; and being plied all the 
time with the beating of drums, the found 
of that inftrumcnt fets them a dancing all 
their lives after. 

But what afforded more gratification to 
my tafte, was '.he opportunity i had of fee
ing the fidirum, a mafical infhument anci
ently ufed at the Egyptian facrificcs; and 
with which Virgil makes Cleopatra aflem-
ble her troops at the battle of A<5lium. 

Retina in mediis Jiairio vocat agm'ire Jijlro. 

It i*s an iron hoop of an oval form, about 
four inches long, through which run three 
moveable ci*ols bars of the lame metal. It 
has a wooden handle; fomcwhat rcfembles 
a gridiron, and makes a rattling noife on 
being Ihaktn. 

The other towns of not? in Egypt are 
Damictt'a^ fuppofcd to be tlie ancient Pclu-

fium ; 
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liuiTi ; Bulac, where they cut; the b^nks o^ 
the Nile every year, that it may fill their 
canals ; Seyd, on the weft bank of the 
Kile, two hundred tniles fouth of Cairo, 
laid to be the ancient Egyptian Thebes; 
where are ftill many remains of antiqviitv. 

Would not the greater part of mankind 
be apt to queftion my veracity, when I af
firm, that I have really fcen feveral perfotis, 
who, if they did not precede the age of 
Solomon, may have been at leaft his con
temporaries ? You will readily underftand 
thai I mean mummies, which I have feeii 
taken from the catacombs of Egypt. There 
are fubterraneous vaults hewn in the rock, 
and ufed by the ancients for burial places. 
They confift of a vaft number of apart
ments, communicating with each other, 
and extending to a very great diftance under 
ground. Round every apartment run three 
ranges of niches, all large enough to con
tain a coffin. The rock in which they are 
hewn being foft, many of the apartments 
are in ruins. At the entrance are ftill 
fomc remain!, of fteps cut in the'rock ; and 
it is not doubted but ihefe places were for-
racrlv very magnit^.ccnt. 

The 
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The'bodies which I have fecn are painted 
with hicroglyphical figurcsi and were pre-
fcrved in cafes made of the fjcamnre tree, 
a fdit of wood as durable as themfelves. 
Near them, in the catacombs, were fevcral 
of the birds Ibis, embalmed in earthen pots. 
Vail antiquity, of itfelf, is apt to Excite 
in the mind feme degree of veneratioti ; but 
this is perhaps more particularly due to the 
inhabitants of the catacombs than to any 
other natural objeftn, when We cdnfidei 
that they have pafled the folcmn and impar
tial trial after death, from which even thofe 
of the higheft quality in Egypt were not 
exempted ; by wi^ch their actions and cha-
rafters were fully canvaffed and approved, 
before they could be allowed intcrment-
Indced there is reafon to'think, that this 
fcrutiny ^as not carried with fo much rigor 
into the private fceneS of life, as in the more 
public fteps pf conduft, which might affe<51: 
the welfare of the community. 

The art of embalming among the ancient 
Egyptians has beei\ very impcrfeilly tranf-
initted by hillorians. It is doubtlels more 
a matter, of cuiiofity than uYei' From the 
blackncfb'of the bones^ however, and the 

3 4 pitchy 
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pitchy fubftance found within tham, it 
would fccm to have confifted in boiling the 
body in pitch, after having embowellcd it, 
and extraftcd the brains through the nofc, 
as Herodotus informs us. 

The pradvcc of embaU-ning was arigv-
nally ibunded on the opinion, that after a 
certain number of years, the foul fliould be 
re-united to the body. Whether fuch prac
tice could really have any influence on the 
morals of the Egyptians, by keeping in re
membrance the virtues of their anceftors, 
as fome have imagined, is not cafy to de
termine. Perhaps vve have attributed to 
tLit cuftom an efFeCi, .which proceeded 
only from the principle on which the cuf
tom was founded. Jt is probable that the 
o-reateft advantage which the ftate derived 
from its dead, was in relation to acmmerce. 
For by a law of Afychis, it was enabled, 
that no perfon ftiould borrow money without 
pawning the body of his auceflor, which it 
was reckoned the greatcft infamy not to 
redeem. But, whatever effeft it might 
have had on the virtue of individuals, I am 
inclined to tjiihk, that, from the efteem ia 
ij'hich it was held, the cuftom of* embalm

ing 
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ing mud:, updh the whole, have liad a verv 
pernicious influence on their national cou
rage. For they would not readiiv expofe 
their bodies to danger, who were fo ambi; 
tious of preferving them as entire as pof-
fiblc, till the tirtie they expeded the refur-
re£lion. And in fa£l we find, that never 
any people were fo often, or fo cafily con
quered as the Egyptians. They regarded 
the dwellings of the living as inns, wTiich 
were intended to accommodate them for a 
(hort fpacc of time only, while they called 
the manfions .of the dead their houfcs, 
which they were to poflefs for a long revo
lution 4)f ages; and provided they enjoyed 
the fecurity of the latter, they were little 
difpofed to defend the former. 

The lake Mxris in Egypt is llkewife a pro-
digipus excavation ; and of all the ancient 
wonders in this country, it fcems to have 
been the only one which united utility with 
grandeur: for we are told that it was dug 
by order of an Egyptian kin^, to correft 
the irregularities of the Nile, and to com-

• * 
muuicatc with that river by canals and 
ditches which ibll exift. 

I i 3 Adjoining 
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Adjoining to it, was the cc'ebratcsd laby
rinth, which contained twelve magnificent 
palaces, jnfwering to the twelve provinces 
9f Egypt. In each of them was a vaft hall, 
with an equal number of doors oppofite to 
each other; fix opening to the north, and as 
many .to the fouth. The number of cham
bers in this edifice was three thoufand ; in 
the lowermoft of which were the fepulchres 
of the holy crocodiles, and of feveral of the 
kings. But what was more aftonifhins: than 
its prodigious magnitude, was the intricacy 
which prevailed through the whole. The 
paflages between the chambers ran in di
rections fo extremely various, that by no
thing but fuch an expedient as the clue of 
Ariadne was it poffiblc to unravel them. 

LETTER 
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L E T T E R XLII. 

H AVING in my lad letter made men-
tioa of the " Holy Crocodiles," I cannot 
refrain from expreiiing my furprifc, at the 
ablurd veneration which was paid by the 
ancient Egyptians to that animal, as well 
as to fcveral others, as the cat, the dog, the 
hawk, and the ibis. Particular lands were 
appropriated for the mamtenancc of each 
fpecies; and the care of feeding and at
tending them was accounted the moit ho
norable employment in the kingdom. To 
thofe animals the inhabitants Iblemnly of
fered up their prayers; and with fuch pro-
fufion were thote ridiculous deities enter-
tained, that by one man, who had the care 
of a number of them, no lefs, we arc told 
by Diodorus Siculus, than a hflndred talents 
were expended. I'hey were kept in con-
fecratcd inclol'ures, where their vidluals 

I i 3 confiftcd 
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confifted of the greateft dainties. The moft 
ufual food was the fineft flour boiled in 
milk; cakes of fevcral forts made with 
honey; and the flcfli of gcefc either boiled 
or roaftpd. Thofe which fed on raw meat 
were fupplied with birds of different kinds. 

The condud of the Egyptians in the 
maintenance of their animals and of their 
own children, difplayed a remarkable con-
traft. For while they laviflied fuch exor
bitant funis on the former, the latter were 
fed and cloathcd at fo fmall an expence, 
that from birth to the age of manhood, a 
boy feldom coft his father more than, 
twenty drachms, or about thirteen (hillings. 

They went for the moft part naked ; and 
their ufual diet confifted of the ftalks and 
loots-of the plants which grow in the 
marfties. This frugal manner in which 
they brought up their children was pro
bably one great caufe of the'populoufncfs 
of Egypt. 

My progreis now leads me to give you 
an account of the Egyptian* pyramids, 
which have b^en the wonder of the world 
for upwards of three (houfaad ycarrs. 

The 
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The greateft of thele pyramids are three 
in numbfcr, and are fituated in the neigh
bourhood of the ancient Memphis. The 
largeft ftands on a rock, hewn in the form 
of a camel's back, about llxty feet high, 
and traverfes obhqiicly the bale of the py
ramid from north to fouth. The bafc is an 
cxad fquare, each fide meafuring fix hun
dred and ninety three EngJifh feet. The 
four fides face the four cardinal points, and 
the entrance is on the north. The perpen
dicular altitude of this ftupendous ilrutSluro 
is five hundred feet, and the length of its 
inclo/ed plain fix hundred and fevcnty feet. 
The pile is alccnded on the oiitfulc, not 
by regular fteps, there being none, but by 
the ftoncs of the building, the great thicknefs 
of which renders the journey exceedingly 
troublcfomc. The top is covered with fix 
flones, each about fix feet in length, but 
with an interval between each, which 
would require fix other ftoncs of equal di-
mcnfi.ons to till up. This' circumftance 
gives rife t o a con^e^ture, cither that the 
pyramid never was completely fmifhed, or 
that fontg attempt had been made to pull it 
down. The pyramid is entered by a nar

row 
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row aperture a little above the level 'of the 
bafe. But before a traveller attempts to 
gratify his^ curiofity by fuch an adventure, 
it is neceflary to difcharge fome piftols, to 
frighten away the owls, bats, fnakcs, and 
other reptiles harbouring here, and which, 
on thofe explofions, haftcn away to their 
lurking places. 

I iT^all.not detain you with a minute ac
count of the internal arrangements, but 
only inform you, in general, that,^ after a 
defcent of fcvcral feet, you afccnd through 
two nariow paflages, one of which is eighty 
four feet in length, and the other ninety-fix. 
This leads into a galleiy of polifhcd marble, 
the height of which is twenty-two feet and 
a lulf above the pavement; whende you 
pafs into a magnificent chamber, built of 
'J'hcbaic marble, thirty-fix feet in length, 
ciglitccn in breadth, and the fa^ne in height. 
In this apartment is a marble cheft, but 
without cither cover or contents, fuppofed 
to have been defigned for the tomb of the 
founder* Aiccnding ftill higher, jthrough a 
pafiage of a hundred and thirteen feet in 
length, you come to another large apart
ment, the fmcll of which is extremely of-

fcnlivCj 
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fenfive, and doubtlefsariles from the ordure 
of the Multitudes of vermin which infeft 
this place. 

About a mile t'rom this ftrufliire ftands 
the fecond pyramid, which appears to have 
been covered with marble, but hitherto the 
entrance of it has not been dilcovered. It 
is, except on the Ibuth fide, well prelerved, 
having neither chafms nor filTures; and 
from Its furface bcinc: cvcrv where fmooth 
and even, there islio poflibility of afcending 
it. Not far thence is another pyramid, but 
fomcthing lefs than the preceding: and at 
ibmc diftance in tho. defert, fevcral others 
of inferior dimenfions. 

Di/fercnt accounts are delivered by au
thors, refpe<Sting the building and objeft of 
thele wonderful ftrudiures. Pliny affirmŝ  
thaf they were built for oftentation, or to 
keep an idle people in employment; but 
others, that*they were deftined for the fe--
pulchres o( Egyptian Kings; and this is 
the more general opinion. "Jofephus tells 
us that th(?Egyptirrtis compelled the Ifrael-
ites to build them; but Hevdotus alcribcs 
|:he firll: ifyd largeft pyramid to king Cheops, 
y;ho flourilhed after the Tiojau war; and 

adds 
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adds, that this king began the building of 
it, iu order to find employment for his 
fubjc<?ls; that it was built of ftones dug 
from quarries iii the mountains of Arabia, 
brought thither by vcfTcls on the Nile ; and 
that above a hundred thoufand pcrlons were 
employed, thirty* thoufand c\ery mouth. 
Diodorus Siculus calls the founder of this 
pyramid Chemmis; but agrees with Hero
dotus, with regard to time, though he in-
crcafes the workmen to three hundred and 
fixty thoufand; and both agicc with Pliny, 
that it was twenty years in building. 

With regard tolhefecond pyramid, both 
Herodotus and Diodorus Siculus make the 
founder to have been Cephrenes, brother 
to Cheops, or Chemmis. The third is 
generally afcrlbed to king M)ccrinus, the 
fccond fon of Chemmis; though othcis al-
Icdge that it was built by Rhodopc, a fa
vorite concubine of kinsj Amaffs. 

There is the lame difference bctw ceti 
wiiters, in rcfpc<Si of the great pyramid, 
whether it was ever completed." Moft of 
them maintaiu the negative, as fcvcral 
ftones are wanting at the top: net does it 
appear to have beui ever covered with 

marble, 
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marbfe, like the iecond. Tt is added, that 
this pyramid being built by Cheops, one oF 
the moft tyrannical kings of Kgypt, the 
inhabitants would neither fuflcr the pyramid 
to be completed, nor his body depofitcd iii 
i t ; it being the general opinion, as already 
mentioned, that the pyramids were in~ 
tended for fepulchres. 

Others on the contrary affirm, that this 
pyramid was completely fiaifhcd ; but that 
afterwards attempts were made to dcmolifh 
i t : and accordingly the marble with which 
it \vm covered, was taken off, and the 
{tones, which (cem to be wanting at the 
top, were thrown down. It is certain that 
fcvcral modern princes have formed defigns 
of demolifhing it. Even in the year 1580, 
Ibrahim Pal'cha intended to blow it up with 
gun-po\vder, imagining that he (hould find 
among the ruins immenfc treafures. But 
Georgio F31T»O, then conful from the re
public of Venice, at C<iiro, diverted him 
from his projedl ; convincing him, that the 
cxplolion* of fo Urge a quantity of gun
powder as would be requiiite for that pur-
•pofe, a!yJ the fragments of ftones which 
yvould be violently projeded fjom the ftruc-

ture, 
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ture, would dcmoliih at leaft the greater 
part of Cairo, and at the fame time,'deftroy 
multitudes of people. 

That the ftones for building the pyramids 
were brought from fo crcat a diftance as is 
related by Herodotus, notwithftanding the 
great extravagance, and aftonifliing un
dertakings of the Egyptian kings, feems 
extremely improbable, as they might he 
fupplied with thofe materials in the neigh
bourhood of the pyramids; and in fa(51, the 
quarries adjoining them difcovcr fo much 
the fpccific marks and charadleriflics (IF the 
pyramidal floiies, that they are not to be 
diftlnguiflied from them. On the whole, 
the pyramids of Egypt arc the mcft ftupcn-
dous, and, to appearance, the moft ufclels 
flru£tures, that ever were created by the 
hands of men. 

Near thefe pyramids, on tlie weft bank 
of the Nile, is to be feen the famous Sphinx, 
which confifts of the head and flioulders'of 
a wornun, cut out of thd rock, and is forty 
feet in hcie;ht. There were anciently ma-
ny of tbcfe fphlrxes on the banks of the 
Ni le ; they were fymbolical figures, will) 
the head of a womaii anj die body of a lion, 

fignifying 
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figntivlng, 'that the Nile began to fwell ia 
the mo^nths of July and Auguft, when the 
Sun pafles through thd ligns ©f Leo' ziM 
Virgo. One of them in particular, cut 
out of a rock, was remarkable for its pro
digious dimenfions. Accordins: to Plinv, 
the body was a hundred and forty-three 
feet in length, well proportioned ; and the 
circumference of the head a hundred and 
two feet. 

LETTER 
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L E T T E R XLIII. 

JL HOUGH it is generally admitted, thaf 
the Greeks derived the rudiments of fciencc 
from the ancient Egyptians, and that Thales 
and many other philofophers vifited Egypt 
for improvement in knoVledgc, yet there 
fcarccly remains a veflige of it among the 
])rcrent inhabitants of the country. The 
bigotrv and ignorance of their Mahometan 
maftcrs might be fufficient to produce this 
change; which however, was effc6l«d ma
ny ages ago. The Caliphs, or Saracens, 
who lubdued Egypt were of three kinds. 
The firft, who were the Immtrdiate fuc-
ccflbrs of Mahomet, made war from prin
ciple upon all kinds of literature, excepting 
the koraii; and to this it w as owing, that 
when they took poflelTion of Alc.-iandria, 

Avhich 
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which contahied the moft magnificent li
brary the world ever beheld, its valuable 
manufcripts were applied for fc^ne months 
in cooking their viftuals, and warming their 
baths. The fame fate attended the other 
magnihcent Egyptian libraries. The ca
liphs of the fccond race were men of tafte 
and learning, but of a peculiar Oriiin. 
They bought up all the manufcripts that 
lurvlved the general conflagration, relating 
tQ aftronomy, medicine, and fome ufcful 
parts of philofophy, but they had no fralle 
for the Greek arts of architcdlurc, fculpture, 
painting, oi poetry ; and learning was con-
fmed to their own courts and colleges, 
without ever finding its way back to Egypt. 
The lower clafs of Caliphs, efpecially thofe 
who called themfclvcs caliphs of Egypt, 
difgraced human nature ; and the Turks 
have rlvctted the chain's of barbarous ig
norance which they impofed. 

But we ought not to confound the ftate 
of learning in Egypt, at the deH:ru«5tion of 
the Alexandrian library, with that in which 
it exifted in the time of Thalcs and other 
Grecian Philofophers who liad vilitcd that 
country.* For the Alexandrian Ubrary con.-

taincvt 
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tained not only the Egyptian liPeratur^, but 
that likcwlfe of the Greeks and Romany, 
which prolrably formed the mod valuable 
part of the collection. Notwithftandiiig 
the reputation of learning, which the an
cient Egyptians had acquired, thert is no 
fatisfadory evidence of their having made 
much progrcfs in any ufeful refearch. Ge
ometry was the only fcicnce which they 
appear to have underftood in any tolerable 
degree. For, though they made obferva-
tioiis on the ftars, they were ignorant of 
thole principles which arc indifpenlible for 
crefting a fcientific fyitem of aftronomy. 
And in the knowledge of any additional 
Science, if we except the vifionary doc-
rincs in which they rivalled the Chaldeans j 
they were equally deficient with other 
nations. 

One ciicumflance was peculiar to the 
Egyptians, and, if I miftake not, proved 
the caufc of that celebrity which they uni-
verially obtained. The priclls, befiue the 
coiTunCfti alphabet ufed in the ordinary af
fairs of life, had, as we arc informed by 
Herodotus, a lyrabolical charadler appro
priated to fubjctfls of fcience. This being 
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a hereditary poneflioii in their families, 
and accefliblc only to the prielthood, it fur-
ni/hed them with the means not only of 
concealing from the world the knowledge 
which they had really acquirjsd, but of im-
pofing upon mankind by a fallacious difplay 
of learning which had no foundation.—* 
The pretenfions to knowledge could not be 
difproved which were never fubmittcd to 
invertigation; and ignorance might fafely 
bid defiance to dcteftion, when the veil of 
myftery within which it lay concealed was 
impenetrable. 

Under the management of the lyiofh 
learned of the pricfthood, this boafted fym-
bolical chara(5ler was abfolutely incapable 
of accommodation to the purpofes of fci-
cnce. B'or, admitting that the reprefen-
tation which it afforded of ideas was not 
both too arbitary and ambiguous to be uni-
verfally intelligible in any dchnite fignih-
cation, yet the language muft have been 
extremely circumfcribcd, which alforded 
no expreflion for any other ideas than fuch 
as could be reprefentcd by the pictures of 
material objcds, numerous ma they might 
be to an}» native of the moft c.xtenfivc ob-

KJc fervation 
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fervation in Egypt. Such a cljarafler, (o 
far from being ufeful, was vitterly inade
quate to c^ery exigence of precifion. It 
could neither mark the copulation nor dif-
junftion of ideas. It could exprefs neither 
prepofitive nor adverbial fignification. In 
a word, it was incapable of defcribing any 
determinate relations of ideas, and could 
never attempt to delineate the abftrad evo
lutions of fcntiment. 

To what purpofe then, it may be a{ked» 
did the Egyptian pricfts make ufe of this 
fymbolical charadter ? The anfwer is ob
vious : they ufed it for the purpofe of that 
prieftcraft which in thofe times, universally 
difgraced the principles of men who fub-
fifted by popular fuperftition. To this I 
will add another reafon. The Egyptians 
were always addj<fbed to oftentation of myf-
tery : they excited the aftonifhment of the 
world by their pyramids, which, though 
built as royal fcpulchres, never included 
the a(hca of any king; and they affeded to 
conftruft a language, which notwithftanding 
its arrogated fuperiority,' contaiiied not a 
tittle of any fci#ncc. 

The 
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The polity of the ancient Egyptians has 
been no Jcfs the objedl of admiration than 
the fuppofcd learning of the pjiefthood; 
but 1 think the excellence of their con-
ftitution has been greatly exaggerated.— 
Perhaps the moft falutary of all their laws 
was that which related to the celebrated 
trial of the dead. But admitting that this 
praftice had aftually a beneficial influence 
on the morals of the people, the inftitutiou 
•of it proceeded not fo much from any fu-
perior Icglflative wifdom, as from the uni-
verfal prejudice of the nation. The greateft 
ambition amongft theni was, that their bo
dies (liould be preferved as entire as poflible 
to the end of the world ; and nothing there
fore could offer greater violence to their 
fondcft hope, than to be denied the privilege 
of interment. 

But in my opinion, this Angular mode 
of trial is ajlrong proof that the adminif-
tration of criminal juftice in Egypt wag 
extremely imperfcdl. If njen had com
mitted crimes for w.hich it could be deemed 
proper to deprive them of what the Egyp
tians hel^ as the moft valuabfe of all human 
privileges^ why .were they aot brought to a 

K k a legal 
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legal trial ? Was it confiftent' wilh^ com
mon juftice that men fliould be condemned 
upon any ^jccufation when they could not 
be heard in their own defence ? Or was it 
equitable to punifh with eternal infamy, 
offences which had not been thought of fuf-
ficient magnitude to juftlfy the immediate 
cognizance of the law s ? In every light in 
which this trial can be viewed, I muft con-
fidcr it as an abfurd violation of the moft 
lacrcd rights of mankind, and the rcfourcc 
of a legifluture indifputably feeble and 
capricious. 

But if the enforcement of morality 
amongft the Egyptians required fuch an 
inAitution as was unknown to any other 
people, the necc/lity of that reftraint affords 
a ftrong prefumption that their polity was 
defcdive in other parts. 1 am well fup-
ported by tlie evidence of hiftory when I 
affirm, that no nation was ever lefs expofed 
than Egypt to the pcri>etration of thole 
trimcs which prove uiofl injurious to fo-
cicty. The extreme fertility of the land, 
and the fimplicity of cloathing, precluded 
the ufual tempiations to rapine and theft; 
^̂  hilll the unliraittd number of >vivci in 

\\ hich 
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\vhichf men were indulged, and the general 
pra»5tice* of early marriage, equally tended 
to prevent the unlawful commc'ice of the 
fcxcs. If in fuch a fituation, therefore, 
thd Egyptians required the mofl forcible 
inducement to moral conduct, to what 
principle in their natural or political con-
ftitution ought wc to afcribe this neceflity ? 
They were not more difpofed to voluptu-
toulhels from the temperature of the climate 
fthan the inhabitants of many other coun
tries. On this fubjcd, there is Ibme rcafoa 
to fufpeft, that the morals of Egypt were 
corrupted by a caufc which has generally 
been confidered as productive of falutary 
cffeds. I mean the pradrlice of introducing 
the figure of a dead perfon at entertaui-
ments. That the object of this cuftom 
\sas to promote, and not reftrain fcftivity, 
or rather intoxication, is evident from the 
words with'which the ceremony, as Hero
dotus relates, was accompanied : *• Look 
upon this, and be merry; for fuch as this 
is, flialt thou be \v4ien thou art dead;" and 
it is further confirmed by tî e acknowledged 
intempcJ^ance to which the pra£licc was 
rendered fubfervient. We are told by the 

K k 3 fame 
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authority, that the Egyptians were rAmark^ 
ably addifted to drinking; and tliat they 
ate every flight of boiled cabbage, as a pre
parative for the greater indulgence of their 
favorite vice. 

In fubjeding men to the employment 
of the diftafF, and other domeflic offices, 
Avhilft the women alone performed all bu-
fuiefs without doors, the polity of Egypt 
was a dired inverfion of nature. By this 
prepofterous cuftom the men became fo ef
feminate, that they were flia^iefully van-
quifhed by an inferior army of Perdans, 
and indeed became the prey of every fub-
fequcnt enemy who invaded them. It is 
faid of Selbftris that h<; erc£led in Syria 
fcveral ftones, bearing upon them a repre-
icntation of the private parts of a woman, 
as a reproach on the imbecility of his ene
mies ; but one might almofl be induced to 
fufped an error in hiftory, which has con
verted into a farcafm on foreign nations 
what was mcaut as a memorial of female 
valor ; that the victories of this celebrated 
prince were obtained not by men, but the 
>vomcn of Egvpt. 

The. 
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TWc cuffom of all trades being hereditary 
was alfo liable to ftroiig objedtions. Thougli 
it fuited oeconomy, and feemcd fo fiivor pro
ficiency, in the various arts, it Supported a 
rcftraint detrimental to the efforts of ge
nius, and placed thoufands of people in fi-
tuations for which they were unqualified 
by nature. 

When I confider all thefe circumftances, 
and the rude feverity of the Egyptian pu-
nifhments, I ftiall never admit, notwith-
ftanding the claims of this people to higli 
antiquity, that they afforded any example 
of that political wifdom which diftin-
gulffied, in all other countries, the periods 
of refined civilization. 

Their religion was the moft odious mafs 
of fuperflition ever invented by the hu-
nlan mind. Exclufive of geometry, and 
ibme aftronomical obfervations, their learn
ing, with'all its ortentation, I affirm it, 
was but ignorance in difguife; and their 
polity, their boafted polity, had its foun
dations \u extravagant caprice. The Egyp
tians neverthelefs have had the peculiar 
fortune, not only'to impofc upon contem

porary 
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porary nations, but even to be venorated 
by pofterity. That eternity whidi they 
wifhed with ardor to their own natural 
bodies, they have fecured to the fame of 
their country. The wifdom of the Egyp
tians has been echoed fiom age to age. It 
is a mighty name, like the pyramids of 
the nation, but is in fad no more than a 
name; and I fhall now luggeft to you the 
means by whicli it arofe. 

Great populoufnefs, and facility of fub-
fiftence have ever been regarded as the 
fnreft figns of a flourifliing nation. Thefe 
cbjcfts, being in general, attainable only 
by wife regulations of government, the 
countries in which they are mofi: confpi-
cuous aie therefore fuppofed to enjoy a 
happy fyftcm of polity. Egypt was re
markable both for populoufnefs and plenty 
of provifions: on which account it acquired 
the reputation of tranfcendanfexcellence 
in relpeft of its cuftoms and municipal 
laws. But the inference which in all other 
cafes was juft, coincided not with truth 
when applied to the particular circum« 
Aanccs of Egypt. 

Thi. 
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TlAs kingdom was Indebted for its great 
profpcrTty to the atuiual inundation of IIJC 

Nile; and the beneficial cfFefts Vhich pro
ceeded entirely from this caufe, were erro-
ncoufly afcribcd by inattentive obrervers to 
the fupcrior polity of Egypt. 

LETTER 
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L E T T E R XLIV. 

JL HE next aiT̂ l laft obje6l of my furvey, 
is the States of Barbary, which confift of 
thofe countries in Africa that lie on the 
coart of the Mediterranean fea. Thefe 
States, under the Roman empire, v/ere 
juftly denominated the garden of the world. 
The produce of their foil formed the ma
gazines which furni(hed all Italy, and great 
part of the Roman empire, with corn, 
wine, and oil. Though the lands arc now 
uncultivated, through the oppreflion and 
barbarity of their government", yet they 
are ftill fertile, not only in the abovemen-
tioned commodities, but in dates, figs, rai« 
liiis, almojids, apples, oranges, And other 
fruits, witli plenty of efculent roots an4 
herbs. In fliort, the country abounds in 
all that can add to the pleal'urjcs and conve

nience;^ 
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nieiiAs of life. Neither the elephant nor 
rhinoceros are to be found in the States cf 
Barbary; but their deferts abound witli 
lions, tygers, leopards, hyaenas, and mon-
flrous fcrpciits. The Barbary horfes were* 
formerly very valuable, but their breed is 
now not equally good. Among their hearts 
of burden, which are cannels, dromedaries, 
aflTcs, and mules, there is a fpecies called 
Jcumrahs, a fervlcable creature, begot by 
an afs upon a cow. Their cows are but 

•Irnall, and the quantity of milk they give 
icarcely proportioned to their fizc. Their 
iheep yield indifferent fleeces, but are very 
large, as are their goats. Bears, porcupines, 
foxes, alTes, hares, rabbits, and all kinds of 
reptiles are found here; as are likcwifc 
partridges, eagles, hawks, and wild fowl 
of various kinds. Vermin, however, is 
frequent in this country; and feldom a 
night paflcs but one's repofc is interrupted 
by the bite or rting of the fcorpion, the 
viper, .or the vencmous fpider. The Teas 
and baysTof Barbary abound with the fineft 
and moft delicious filh of aivery kind, which 
were 'preferred by the ancients to thofe of 
^\rrope, 

Having 
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Having here had an opportunity cff fee
ing the falamander, that famous creature 
"W'hich is (aid by the ancients to live in the 
midfl: of fire, ] was extremely defirous of 
bringing the faft to the teft of expc^iment. 
Ariftotle tells us, that it not only lives 
amidft fire, but even extinguiHics that cle
ment. The truth is, that on being laid 
•upon the fire, ihere flows from between its 
fcalcs a watery liquid, which at firfl pro
duces, in fome degree, that cfie6t; but af
ter this moifture is diflipated, the fala-
mander is no longer capable of refifting 
the force of fire. 

The territory of Tripoli was once the 
richcft, and mod populous of all the Hates 
on the coaft, but it is now much reduced ; 
though the inhabitants are flill computed 
to amount to between four and five hun
dred thoufand. The city of Tripoli con-
i'lih of an old and a new town, the latter 
of which is the more flourifhing, but great, 
inconveniences' attend its fituation, parti-
culaily the want of fwect watfcr. The 
city of Oran, ly^ng upon the coaft, is about 
a mile and a half in circumference, and 

well 
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well fortifiejj, but commanded by the neigh
bouring, hills 

Proceeding weftward, we cojne to the 
kingdom of Tunis, which is the mod po-
liQicd of all the Barbary States, and contains 
the remains of many noble cities, fome of 
them ftill in good condition. The capital 
contains about ten thoufand families, and 
above three thoul'and tradefmens fhops.— 
Though the men here be fun burnt, the 
complexion of the women is very delicate, 
nor are they lefs neat and elegant in their 
drefs ; but they improve the beauty of their 
eyes by art, particularly the powder of lead-
ore ; fuppofcd to be the fame pigment that 
Jezebel made ufc of, when fhe i» fatd to 
have painted her face; the words of the 
original bein<T, that fhe fet otf her eves 
wi^h the powder of lead-ore. The better fort 
of inhabitants, in general, arc fober, or
derly, and clean in their pcrfone, their be
haviour genteel and complaifant, and a won
derful regularity prevails through the whole 
town. The Dey of Tunis is an abfolutc 
prnicc, cleftcd bv the Turkilh fold iers; but 
his rei^n ii veiy { l̂ecariou ,̂ and feldom of 
long diJraUou; depending entirely upon 

the 
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the caprice of that body, who ar>; generally 
compofed of renegadoes, pirates, ana the 
very refufe<of mankind. 

Weftward of Tunis, lies the territory 
of Algiers, which though tributary to the 
Grand Signior, is likcwifc governed by a 
Dcy, eledtcd by the foldiers, by whom he 
is often depofcdj or put to death, upon the 
mod frivolous pretext. The capital of that 
territory ftands on the fide of a hill rifing 
gradually from the fliore. It is computed 
to cunliiin upwards of a hundred thoufand 
inhabitants, among whom are fifteen thou
fand Jews, and two thoufand Chriftian 
Haves. The environs of the town are 
adorned with gardens and fine villas, where 
the many fountains and rivulets are no 
fmall addition to the plcafure of the inha
bitants, who tcfort thither in the hot 
fcafonst 

None of the gardens here arc laid out 
with any degree of regularity, the whole 
bcina: a confufed mixture of trecsj with 
beds of cabbages, turnipSj beans, garvaneos, 
&rc. nay fomctimes of wheat aa*d barley 
difperfcd amongft them. The foil is for 
the moft part of a loofe and yicldiiig na

ture. 
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ture, in foiyc places black, and in others 
inclinifig to red; but both kinds are equally 
fruitful, and impregnated with great quan
tities of fait and nitre. The banks of fe-
vcral rivers, to the depth fometimes of two 
or three fathoms, are ftudded in the fum-
mei with nitrous and faline particles and 
exudations. To this ftroiig impregnation 
of fait, \vc ma/ with juflice attribute the 
great fertility for which this country has 
ever been fo remarkable, without any other 
manuring than the burning of the ftubble 
in a few places. It is however extraordi
nary, that the province of Briacium, which 
was formerly in {o much repute for the 
richnefs of the foil, is at prcfent the moft 
barren and unprofitable part of thofe 
kingdoms. 

"YUe fait pits of Arzew are enclofcd 
with mountains, cncompading an area of 
about fix miles. The pits appear in win
ter like a lake, but are dry in fummer, the 
water being then exhaled, and the fait left 
-̂ichind chryftallizcd. In digging, feveral 

different livers of this fait arc difcovered, 
fomc of which arc an infh, and others 
more in^hicknefs. The whole area con-

i\iU 
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frfts of a fucceflloii of fimikr ^rata ; and 
in the fame manner are the CxWnc pi!s be
tween Carnage and the Guietta, thofe of 
the Shott, and other places in this quarter. 

Jebbel Hacl-Defla is entirely a mountain 
of fait, fituated near the eaftcrn extremity 
of the lake of Marks. The fait here is of 
a different quality and appearance from that 
of the lak-pits, being as hard and Iblid as 
Hone, snd of a reddifh or purple colour. 
Yet what is wafhcd down from thofe pre
cipices by tiie dews, becomes perfeftly 
white, and lofes the bittcrnefs it originally 
poflcflcd in the rock. The fait in the moun
tains near Lwotaiah and Jcbbel-Minifs, is 
of a blueifli or crrev colour, and without 
undergoing the like accidental purification 
as at Had-Deffa, is very agreeable to the 
palate. 

This country abounds likcwife in hot 
and fulphureous fprings. Infome of thofe, 
the waters are little more than luke-warm, 
others are of a greater heat, and very pro
per to bathe in, whilfl the Hamman-Mef-
kontceu, and the upper fpring at Merccga 
are much too hot for that;.purpofc ; the for

mer 
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mer boillug a large piece of mutton very 
tender.iti a quarter of an hour. 

Bcfidcs the hot mineral cffl*via that arc 
conftantly difcharged by the Thermic, 
there remains below the fiirfacc an inex-
hauftible fond of fulphur, nitre, and other 
inflammable bodies, which frequently prove 
the caufc of local earthquakes in drfFercnt 
parts of the country. 

Morocco is the mofl vvcfterly of the 
States on the Barbary coalt, and has the 
title of an empire ; to the crown of which 
is now united the territory of Fez. The 
country is not now Co populous a'l formerly; 
and the Emperor is fald to maintain eighty 
thou(i\nd horfe and foot cf foreign negroes 
in his aj-mies. The crown is conlidered 
as hereditary, but if there be more fons 
than one, thty ufually fight for the domi
nion, on the deceafe of their father, till 
only one of them furvives. The Emperor 
is not'immediately fubjeft to the Porte, yet 
he acknowledges the Grand Signior to be 
his fuperior, andjie pays him a diflar.t al
legiance as the chief reprefentativc of 
MahoiQet.. 

L 1 Bcfidcii 
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Befides the above towns and cities, nyny 
others, formerly of great renown, lie fcat-
tered in ihe^^arious parts of this immcnfe 
trad of country. The city of Fez, at pre-
ftnt the capital of Morocco, is faid to con
tain near three hundred thoflfand inha
bitants. Its mofques amovnit to five hun
dred; one of them magnificent beyond 
defcription, and about a mile and a half iti 
circumference. Maquinez is now efleemed 
the great emporium of Barbary. Sallee 
was formerly famous for the piracies of its 
inhabitants. Tangier was the capital of 
the ancient Maui-iiania Tangitana, anH is 
fituated two miles witiiin the flraits ot Gi
braltar. This place was given by the crowu 
of Portugal as part of the dowry of Queen 
Catherine, confort of Charles the Second, 
to England; and it muft have been an im
portant acquifition, had it remained in the 
hands of the Britifti nation : but the mif-
undcrftanding which fubfifted between the 
King and his partiament, not permitting the 
King to fupport the charge cf ma,intaining 
its fortifications, he was induced to bknv 
them up, and demolifh it5> harbour; fo that 
from being one of the fincft cities in Africa, 

it 
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It i | now» little better than a fifhing town. 
Ceuta, up the fame ftralt, aimoH: oppofitc 
to'Gibraltar, is in the hands^)f the Spani
ards, but often, if not always, bcfiegcd or 
blocked up by the Moors. 

The cflabJifhcd religion of alJ the Bar-
bary States is the Mahometan; but many 
lubjeds of Morocco follow the tenets of 
one Hamed, a modern fe6^ary, and an 
enemy to the ancient, doctrine of the Ca
liphs. All the northern coafts of Africa, 
as well as Kgypt, arc fond of idcots; and 
in fomc cafes their proteftion fcreens of
fenders from pxiniOiments, for the moll 
notorious crimes. 

There arc in thefc countries many cu
rious remains of antiquity, but lying fcat-
tered amidrt ignorant and barbarous inha-
•bitants, they are difficult of accefs. Some 
vcftiges of the Mauritanian and Numidian 
grcatnefc are ftill to be m»t with, and many 
ruins wliicb bear evidciice of their anciettt 
grandeur and populoufnefs. Thefe point 
out the oldt .Jijlia Cajfarea of the Romans, 
which was little inferior in magnificence to 
Carfhage itfelfc A fc^.' of the extenfive 
aquctiuds wf Carthage ftiil remain, but no 

L I a velUg'ci 
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vcftiges.of its walls. The fame is the •fate 
of Utica, and many other renownecT cities 
of antiquity'5 for fuch is the harbarifm of 
the prefent inhabitants, that the very fites 
of thofe places are not known, even by 
their ruins, annphitheatres, and other public 
buildings, which remain ftill in tolerable 
prefervation. Befides tl̂ ipfe of clafiical an
tiquity, many Saracen monuments, of the 
moft llupendous magnificence, 'are likewife 
found in this vaft trad. TIK; walls of them 
form the principal fortifications of the 
country, both inland and maritime. 

When Rome was miflrefs of the world, 
the States of Barbary formed the faireft 
jewcis in the Imperial diadem, but their 
fplendor, power, and glory, have long fince 
been exlinguifhed. And though the Car
thaginians, who inhabited this country', 
had greater fleets and a more extenfive 
commerce, than any other nation*", or than 
all the people upon the face of the earth, 
when that flatc flourifhed, yet the prefent 
inhabitants have fcarccly'any merchant 
ihips belonging to them, or indeed any 
other than what are fittetf out ftfr pirady. 
-Nothing can afford a more* convincing 

proof 
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pioqf of fhe pernicious efFefts of continual 
oppreffion, and frequent anarchy, on the 
interefts and exertions of mcif; tearing up 
by the roots every motive to induftry and 
commerce, which alone conftitute the po
litical profperity of nations. 

This part of Africa was doubtlefs peo
pled from A(ia, fr#-n which it is feparated 
only by the IfthmuS of Suez and the Red 
Sea ; but the Phoenicians or inhabitants of 
Tyre feem to have preceded all other na
tions in fending hither colonics. The firfl: 
town they built on the Barbary coafl was 
Utica, afterwards called Bylerta; near 
which runs tiie river Bagarda or Bagrada, 
where we are informed that AtiliusRegulus, 
and his whole armv, attacked with warlike 
engines, and flew a ferpent, which meafured 
a liundred and twenty feet in length. 

Carthage is fuppofed to have been built 
much htcf than Utica, namely, in the year 
of the world 3i'2o, before the building of 
Rome a hundred and thirty-five years, and 
eight hurvl red'^rft^ eighty-three before the 
bWth of Chrift. At this tirye, it is probable, 
the terrttofy of Cartlragc was comprehended 
fvitbiu very ilvrow limits, till gradually 

increafing 



5 l 8 LETTERS OF A TRAVELLER. 

increafing in power by the grest extent of 
their commerce, the inhabitants ftretched 
their domincon as far as the Atlantic Oc'ean. 

According to the defcription of Carthage 
by ancient writers, it was fituated on three 
hills in a peninfula, .almoft furrounded by 
the Tea. It meafured in circumference 
twenty-two miles, anicontained two har
bours within its wotks; one for men of 
war, and the other for merchant veflels.— 
On the Ifthmus 0:ood the citadel, called 
Byrfa, defended by a triple wall, and towers 
at proper diflanccs. The walls were twoi 
ftories high, built upon arches. In the 
lower arches, were kfpt three hundied ele
phants, with their provifions and wailike 
accoutrements; and in the upper arches 
were ftore-houfes and ftables for four thou-
land horfe, and barracks for twenty tliou-
fand foot. When the Romans inverted the 
city, it contained feven hundred thoufand 
Ibuls; and there was found in it four hun
dred and fcventy thoufand pound weight 
of filver, befides what ^was plundered by 
the private foldiers, and buried in the ruins. 

The religion of theCtrthagii^ian^ appears 
to have been the fame with that of the 

Canaan i(e3 
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Gaiiajinites'or Phoenicians, from whom they 
defecncled. That they worfhippcd a multi
tude of deities is obvious from t^e preamble 
of a treaty concluded between them and 
Philip of Macedon, reciting that the com-
pa£l. was made in the prcfence of Jupiter, 
Juno, and Apollo; in the prefence of the 
da:mon or genius of, Carthage ; in the prc
fence of Hercules, Mars, and Neptune, and 
all the confederate gods of Carthage; in 
the prefence of the fun, moon, earth, ri
vers, meadows. Sec. The gods which they 
chicflv invoked, however, were the moon 
(called Coclcftis, and fometimes Urania) 
and Saturn, named Moloch in facred his
tory. To the latter they facrificed their 
children, fometimes burning them in a 
brazen Itatue of Saturn, heated for that 
purpofe ; founding at the fame time drums 
and trumpets, that the cries of the vi6iims 
might not i)e heard. It was confidered as 
a meritorious piece of heroifm in their mo
thers to aflift at thofe facrifices with dry 
eyes, and^witbmit the leaft fymptoms of re-
giiet, the offering not being thought accept-
ubl&to8atMrn, if rtiUde with any reludance. 
iJut, ^s the jnftft violent fuperftition cbuld 

not 
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not pcrfedlly reconcile their miwds to the 
horror of thole unnatural rites, they were 
Tjfually conk:nted with making their cliil-
drcn pafs through the fire; in which their 
miferablc ofFsprinij frequently pcriflicd.'— 
In great calamities, however, they aflualj^ 
burnt them, choofing for Uns purpofe the 
moft beautiful and noblefl: youths of the 
nation; and on thofe occafions, they have 
faciificed children to their deity from morn* 
in? till night. 

Some laudable attempts have lately been 
made by a fociety in London, towards ex
ploring the ftate of the interior parts of 
Africa; and there is reafcn to expe£l thr.t 
important difcoverics may be made by the 
profecution of this plan. At prefent, how
ever, our acquaintance with the more fou-
thcrn tradts of Africa, extends only to thofe 
parts where fettlements have been clla-
bliflied by different European Powers. We 
are ignorant not only of the Iwunds, but 
even of the names, of feveral inland coun
tries. In many material jircumftances, 
the inhabitants of this extenfive continent 
agree with each other. • "If we -xc^pt.. the 
people of Abvflinia, who afe tawaey and 

profeft 
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proftfs^a mixture of Chriftianily, ludalfm, 
and'Paganifm, they are all of -̂̂ black comr 
plcxion. In their religion, except on the 
coafts, which have been vifited by ftrangers, 
they are Pagans; and the form of govern
ment is every where monarchical. Few 
princes, however, poffefs an extenfive jurif-
didion; for as the natives of this part of 
Africa arc groflly ignorant in all the arts of 
Utility and refinement, they arc little" ac-
qviaititcd with one another, and generally 
united in fmall afTociations, each goveri^d 
by its own prince. In Abyfllnia, indeed, 
and fomc other parts, we are told of pow
erful monarchs; but it appears, on exami
nation, that the authority of thefe princes 
flands on a very precarious foundation. In. 
the fucceflion to the throne, force generally 
prevails over right, and an uncle, a brother, 
or other collateral relation, is on this ac
count commonly preferred to the lineal 
defcendants, whether male or female. 

In a country fo grodigioufly extenfive, it 
might betxpeiteS that there was a great 
an*d regular variatiojj of fertility in the dif
ferent c^matcs: but in fa£t, there is neither 
gradation nofmodiitfn in tliis part of Africa, 

M m with 
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with regard to the quantity of vegetable 
produce; a»d the ground is either perfcfdlly 
barren, or extremely fertile. This arifes. 
from the inttnfe heat of the fun, which, 
where it meets with fufficient moiflure, 
produces the utmofl; luxuriaiicy; and in 
thofe countries where there are few rivers; 
reduces the furface of the earth to a barren 
fand_. Of the latter kind are the countries 
of Anian and Zaara, whicli, for want of 
water, and confeqnently of all other iieccf-
farics, are nothing; more than di-ferts. In 
thofe countries, on the other hand, where 
there is plenty of water, and particularly 
where the river oveiflows the land, during 
part of the year, as in Abyifinia, the pro-
dudions of nature, both of the animal and 
vegetable kind, are found in the highcft 
perfeftion and grcatert abundance. Some 
of the countries in Africa are^ extremely 
rich in gold and fiiver. Tlie bafer metals 
likcwifc arc found in different parti. But 
the perfons of the natives, fnake the moft 
confiderable article in the produce and traf-

ft 

fie of this milehablc qvatrcr of the jrlobc. 
Among the negroes, a man'^wcaltk confifts 
in the number of his familV, whom he'fells 

Ukc 
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like fomany cattle, and often at an rtiferior 
price* and when fuch is the pradicc with 
re fpedlo the nearcfl relations, what enor* 
mitics may wc'hot luppole to be committed, 
to procure the perlbns of ftrangers for this 
lucrative traffic? Gold and ivory, next to 
the flave trade, form the principal branches 
of the African commerce, which are car
ried on from the fame coaft by fcvcral of 
the maritime nations of Europe. 

Amonglt the I'ettlements edablifhed by 
tlic Britilh, there i.-; none fo much entitled 
to commendation as that of Sierra Leone, 
which, inllcad of bt-ing undertaken for the 
purpofc of ^n unjiillihable commerce, has, 
on the contr.irv, been made folely with the 
view of abolilhing the (lave trade, by en
couraging, through the means of voluntary, 
labour, the cultivation of thofc articles by 
which that commerce fubfifts. In addition 
to this adva^ntage, it will fet a beneficial, 
example of induftry to the natives in the 
neighbourhood, and may pruve the happy 
nutans of introAflcftig among them the ru-
diiftents of civilization, wlych has hitherto 
hevef rd^clftd th^TTTequeftered and inhof-
piUbk regioTR: Our own country has 

likewjfc 
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likewLt- lately made an important ,acqul' 
fition, in the C ^ ^ of Good Hope*, jvhich 
cannot bî t prove highly advantageous to 
the commerce of the'Eaft India Company. 
The pofTeflion of jt is of great confeqiience, 
in a negative, as well as pofitive view : for 
were it ftlU m tl^e hands pf the Dutch, con* 
fidcring the prefcnt .fuhjqaiou of that coun
try to the pow^r of France, it could not 
fail ot imnvediatel) be<;omlng an appendage 
to th^^i^rjr, who would render it a fourcc 
of ^r«at '"annoyance and depredation upon 
the Ihips of our Eatl India Company.— 
When 1 mention the Cape of Good Hope, 
1 cannot refrain from congratulating my 
country on the acquifition of two pf the 
moft import-ant forticifes in the world; one 
in the fouihcrn extremity of Europe, and 
the other, in that of Africa. 

P I N I S. 
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