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LETTERS

OF A

TRAVELTLTER,: &

LETTER, L

STR,

JIN comphiance with your defire, I now
compence & Series of Letters on the dif-
ferent countries of Burope, Afia, and Africa,
thofe great divifions of the globe, whiclt
are ulually denominated the ancxcnt worldd
It is a fubjet of vaft extent, and, from its
nature, produtive of rational entertain-
ment, a» well as information. It has ne-
ver yet been the lot of any individual o
vifit all thofe countries ; and therefore in
fuch an undertaking as the prefent, it be-
comes neceflary to have recourfe to the ac-
cumulated fund of obfervations made by
travellers of the moft approved difcern-

B mept
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ment and veracity. In refpect of the
countries which I have vifited in perfon, 1
i know shat you will be fatished with my
«own aithority ; and in treating of the
others, I ihall faithfully adept the account
delivered by thc fateft travellers of the
chara®er abov: defcribed.

* As fuch an excurfion will properly com-
mence from one’ or other of the extremi-
tieg of the globe, I thall becb;in twith thofe
regions which form the limits of the
northern hemifphere, and thence purfuing
my courfe fouthward and laterally, explore
the numerous obje&ts which particularly
court the attention.

Imagination alone &an fupply the mind
With 2 piQue of the inhofpitable (tene
'‘Which exifts between the 81ft or 83d de-
grees of north latitude and the Pole, where

a frozen ocean, and exceflive cold have
placcd eternal barriers to the firther ap-
proach of mavigators, Near the boundary
of this tremendous profpe@ lie Eaft and
Weft Greenland 5 on the coalts of which,
and of Iceland, the entcrpnzmcr {pisit of
commerce has puthed its bold refearches i
the fithing for whales, The fields of fHoar-

ing
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ing ice, amidft jhich they venture on
thofe oceans, afe frequently rhore than A
mile in length, and upwards of ghundred
feet in thicknefs. How terrible muft be
the fpe€tacle, when thefe enormots miaffes
are put imto motion by a florm! - By a
dreadful sataftrophe, refulting from fuch
anincident, no lefs than thirteen Dutch fhips
were cruthed to pieces in one feafon. It
often happens'that the wood which is drift-
ed along between thefe floating mountains,
is' fo much chafed, and prefled with fuch
violence together, that it takes fire; 2
circumftahce which has excited an ertone-
ous opinion that the ice was in flames.

In Weft Greenland, though the winter
be incredibly fevere, the country is not
uninhabited ; and the natives éxperience,
in the fummer, the temperature of the
oppofite extreme : for in the longeft days
it is fometimes fo hot, that they are obliged
to throw off their garments.

There are various kinds of whales on the
coaft of Greenland, fome of tvhich are
black, and others of a white colour; but
the former are moft in efteem, on account
of their magnitude, and the great quantity

Ba of
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of fat, or blubber, which they afford. The
tongue of this huge animal js about teigh--
{cen feat long, enclofed on each fide with
250 loné- picces of what is called whale-
boue ; which are ccovered,with = kind of
hair refembling that of horfes. .He has no
tceth, and i commonly betweep fixty and
eighty feet long ; exceeding thick about
the head, but tapering thence to the tail.
He is gencrally firft known to‘the feamen
by ipouting water in the air ; when the
alarm, fall! fall ! being sinftantly given,
every one haftens from the fhip to his
boat. Six or cight men are appointed g0
this vehicle ; and four or five: boats viually
belong to one thip. ' On approacjing the
whale, the harpooncr firikes him with
his harpoon, made in the form of a barbed .
dart ; when the monfter, confcious of be-
ing wounded, runs fwifily down into the
deep, and would inevitably carry the boat
along with him, if they did net give hum
line faft enough.  After having dived
fome hundsed fathoms, ‘he is forced to
come up for air, when the noife he makes
with fpouting is fo loud, that it has beem
©ompared to the firing of cannon. He no
fooner
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fooner appears on the furface of the
water, than another harpoon is fixed in
him ; wpon which he again plunges into
the deep, and when he next comds up,
they pierce hims with fpears in the vieak
parts, till he ipouts out fireams of blood
inftead of water. He now beits the waves
fo much with his tail and fins, that the fea
is all in a foam ; the boats continuing all
the while tb follow him fome leagues, tiH
his ftrength is exhaufted. Then turning
himfelf upon ks back, he is drawn on
fhore, or to the thip, if they are at a dift-
dnce fromethe land. Thus perithes this
enormeus animal, which i3 then cut in
piecgs, sand communicates its ftrong fmell
to the fheps, which either bring home the
blubber barrelled up in pieces, or, if they
have convenience, extraét the o1l from it
on thore. M is computed that every fith
yields between fixty and a hundred barrels
of o1}, amounting each to the value of three
or four pounds.

The large whale refembles a cod, with
fenall eyes, a dark marbled fkin, and white
belly : They fpout out the water which
they 'take in by infpiration through twe

B3 holes
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holes or openings in the head. They co-
pulate fike land animals, ftanding upnoht
in the fea A young whale, when firft
produccd, is about nine or ten feet long;
and the female fametime brings.forth two
at a birth. The whale devours,fuch an in-
credible nunder of {inall fifh, that his belly
is often ready to burft; in which cafe he
makes a moft tremendous noife from pain,
The {maller fith have their revenge ; fome
of them faften on his back, and inceflantly
beat him ; others, with {harp harns, or ra-
ther bones in their beaks, {wim under his
belly, and fomctimes rip it ups fome gre
provided with long fharp teeth ayll tear
his fleth, Even the dquatic birds of prey
declare war agamft him when Re comes
near the furface of the water ; and he has
been known to be fo tortured, that he has
beat himfelf to death on the rocks.

It may appear furprizing, that though
Tceland is fituated {o far to the north, earth.
quakes and volcanoes are mare frequent
thap in many of the fouthern countries.
Many of the fnowy mountains have alfo gra.
dually become volcanoes. Among thefe one
of the principal is Hecla, fituated in the

fouthern
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fouthern part of the country, about four
miles from the feh-coaft. This mountain
rifes’at the top into three points, the highet
of which is that in the middle, cothputed to
be more.than fjve thoufand feet above the
level of the fea. Its eruptions were particu-
larly dreadful towards the e of the laft
century, and have been feveral times repeats
ed, though with lefs violence, fince the mid-
dle of the-prefent. While the country has

been occafionally defolated by thefe calami-
ties, 1n {everal parts, it has made in others

an acquifition of territory from the bofom
of the ocean. In 1783, the inhabitants of
lceland obferved a phenomenon of fome-
;hmg rifing and flaming in the fea, to the
{outh™ of Grmburg It was afterwards dif-
covered to be a new ifland, daily increafing
wn dimenfions, and from two eminences of

which there iffued great quantities of fire.
Unfavgurable as this country may feem to
the genius of the mufes, we are teld that po-
etry formerly flourithed in Iceland, and
the names of five or {ix are mentioned as
particularly eminent. The art of writing
however, was not much in ufe before the
¢leventh century ; though the Runic cha.
ralters
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racters were known in the country at a
time preceding that period, and were pro-
bably brought.thither from Norway. *But
this alphabet which contifts only of Gixteen
letters, gave way to, the intrpduéian of the
'Latin charafers, after the reception of the
Chriitian Rekgion. It appears from the
ancient chlomclcs of lceland, that from
the beginning of the eleventh to the four-
teenth century inclufive, the feiences of
morahity, natural hiftory and aftronomy
were much cultivated in this country ; and
we arc aflured that more knowledge may
be found among the lower clafs of people
in lceland, than is to be met-with in moﬁ
other countries., Like ¢he nghlanders of
Scotland, many of them can repqat the
works of fome of their poets by heart ; and
befides being well inftraéted in the princi-
ples of religion, they are acquainted with
the hiftory of their own country ra know-
ledge acquired by the frequent repetition
of their traditional hiftories, which confti-
tutes one of their principal amufements.

1 am, &c,

LETTER
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LETTER IIL

——————— —————_~—}

AMO‘N G the natural curiofities in Ice-
fand, the moft worthy of attention are the
hot {pouting water-{prings, with which the
country abounds. Some of them {pout co-
lumns of water, of feveral feet in thicknefs,
to the height of many fathoms; and, as
fomegaffirm, of {everal hundred feet. They
are of wnequal degrees of heat. From fomd,
the water flows gently as from other
fprings, and it is then called 2 bath ; from
others, it fpouts boiling water with great
noife, arfd is called a kettle. But though
the degree of Héat ‘be unequal, Dr. Van
Troil affirms, that he does not remember
ever to have obferved it below 188 degrees
of Farenheit’s thermometer. At Langer-
vatin, in the ground, at a fmall hot cur-
rent of water, the thermometer rofe to 213

degrees,
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degrees. It is very common for fome of
the fpoutmg {prings to ceafe, and others to
sife up in their ftead. In feveral of thefe
hot fprinds, the inhabitants who live near
them, boil their viGuals, ondy by hanging a
pot, into which the fleth is put, in cold wa-
ter, in the waler of the fpring. They alfo
Bathe in the rivulets that run from them,
which by degrees become luke-warm, or are
cooled by being mixed with rivulets of cold
water. The cowsthat drink of thefefprings
are taid 1o yieldan extraordinary quantity of
milk ; and the water is likewife efteemed
very wholefome, when drunk by the hu.
man {pecies.

The largc& of all the- fpouting fpriggs in
Ieeland is that at Gayfer, about two days
journey from Mount Hecla. In approaching
towards it a loud roaring noife is heard like
the ruthing of a torrent precipitating itfelf
from a ftupendous height. The water here
tpouts feveral times a day, but always by
ftarts, and after certain intervals, Some tra-
vellers affirm, that it fpouts to the height of
fixty fathoms. The water is thrown up
much higher at fome times than at others.
When Dr, Van Troil made his obfervations

upon
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upon it, the utmoft height to which it
mounted was computed to be ninetyawo
feét.

Another natural phenomenon, very com-
mon ia Icelagd, 1s Bafaltine Pillars, fuppoi.'..
ed to be the prodution of fubterranean fires.
They have generally fromi three to feven
fides ; are from four to feven feet in thick
nefs, and from twelve to fixteen yardsin
length, tvithout any horizontal divifions. In
fome places they are only found fcattered
among the lava in the mountains; but in
others they extend two or three miles in.
length. without interruption. The lower
folt of people imagine thefe pillars to have
beep piled upon one another by giants.

Gseat damage is done to,this courftry
every year by immenfe mafles of ice, which
alfo affet the climate, and commonly ar-
sive with a north welt wind from Green-
Jand., *What 15 called the field-ice is of two
or three fathoms thicknefs, is feparated by
the winds, and lefs dreaded than the rock
or mountain ice, which is often feen to the
height of more than fifty feet above the
water, and & at leaflt nine times the fame
depth  below water. Thefe prodigious

maflcs
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maffes of ive are frequently left in fhoal
water, fixed as it were to-the ground: and
in that ftate remain many montha, i om
faid even 'ycars, undificlved, chilling all the
circumambicent part of the &mefphere to
the diftance of many miles. In #7353 and
1754, the ice ciufed fo violent a cald, that
horfes and fheep dropped down dead on
account of it, as well as for want of food.
Horfes were obferved to feed upbn dead
cattle, and the theep to eat of each other’s
wool. Along with the ice there arrives
vearly 2 number of bears, which commie
areat ravages, particularly among the fheep,
Immediately en thetr appearance the pa-
tives attempt to dcﬂ'roy ‘them, and fq.me-
tindes drive them back to theice, with which
they often float off again. The government
of Denmark encourages the people to de-
froy thefe animals, by paying a premium of
tert dollars for every bear that is killdd ; and

their fkins arc alfo purchafed for the king.
It is commonly obferved that wood
thrives well in lceland 3 nay, there are very
few trees to be found in the whole ifland,
yet indubitable proofs exift, that wood for-
mrly grew there in great abundance. I
Geneml vegetation is remarkably deficient.
Corn
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Corn cannot be rultivated here to anvy ad-
vantage ; though cabbages, parfley, tor-
nips, and peafe, may be met wjth in five
or fix gardeng, which are faid to Be all that
are upon the Whele ifland.

Notwithftanding 2ll the difadvantages of
the climate, the number of inhabitants of
Iceland is computed at about ixty thoufand.
This however is by no means adequate to
the extent of the country, which is com-
puted at four hundred miles in length, and
an hundred and fixty in breadth. It has
been much more populous in former times,
but great numbers have beén deftroyed by
contagious difeafes ; and many parts of the
ifland have alfo been depopulated by famine,
chiefly occafioned by the Grenland floating
ice, which, when it comes in great quanti-
ties, prewents the grafs from growing, and
puts an entire ftop to fithing, the principal
occupation of the inhabitants.

To the honour of the Icelanders, though
they enjoy the comforts of life in a far lefs
degree than moft other nations, they are
much inclined to religion. They never pafs
a river, or any other dangerous place, with-

cut
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out previoufly taking off, their hats, and
imploring the divine prote@ion ; and they
arg alwayg thankful for their prefervation
when théy have paffed the dargcr. I with
X could fay as much 4n favouf of the’general
piety and fenfibility of the people of our own
country; where, with a genial temperatuare
of climate, we enjoy in an extraordinary
degree all the phyfical bleflings of divine
Providence, and live under a polifical con-
ftitution which is the admiration and envy
of the world, '

LETTER
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LATTER IIL

PROCEED]NG from Iceland towards
the fouth-eaft, we come to Norway, which
ikirts the north-weftern extremity of the
continent of Europe. The climate of this
country varies according to its cxtent and
its pofition towards the fea at Bergen,which
lies in about the 6oth degree of latitude. The
whitet i Js moderate, andthe feais Jara&lcable
at that feafon; but in the caftern partsof Nor-
way, which are commonly covered with
fnow, the cold generally fets in about the
middle of Oftober withintenfe feverity, and
continues till the middle of April, the wa-
ters being all that time frozen to a confider-
able thicknefs. As to the more northern
parts of this country, called Finmark, the
cold is fo intenfe that they are but little
known. The air is fo pure in fome of the
inland parts, that it has been faid the inha-

bitants



16 LETTERS OF A TRAVELLER,

bitants live fo long as to be tired of life, and
cpuie themfelves to be removed to a lefs fa-
lubriousqair. A Norwegian of ar hundred
years of age is not acmunte?paﬁ his labour;
and in 1733, four* couples’ were ‘married,
and danced before his Danith Majeity, at
Frederickitall, whofe ages, when joined,
exceeded cight hundred years.

Even froft and fnow have here their cen-
veniencies, as they facilitate the convey-
ance of goods by Tand ; but fudden thaws,
and fnow-falls have fometimes dreadful ef-
fects, and deftroy whole villages.

No country experiences greater viciff.-
tudes from the revolution of the earth vound
the fun. At Bergen, the longeft days con-
Bt of nineteenr hours, and the fharteft of
about fix. In fummer the inhabitants can
read and write at midnight by the light of
the fky ; and in the moft northerly parts,
about midiuinmer, the fun 15 continually
above the horizon.  1n thofe parts, how-
ever, in the middle of winter, there is only
a faint glimmering of light at noon, for
about an hour’and an half, owing to the
refletion of the fun's rays on the moun-

tzing Nature, noiwithRanding, has been
fo
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fo kind to the Norwegians, that in the
midft of their darknefs, the tky s fo ferene,
and the moon and the aurora borealis o
bright, that they cai carry on thef, fithery
and work at thdir feveral trades in the open

air.
Norway is reckoned one «of thé moft
mountaindus countries in the world, con~
taining a chain of unequal moyntains run-
ning from. fouth to north ; of which that
of Dofrefield i3 accounted among the high-
eft in Europe. They are interfeéted by ri-
vers and catara€ls, which fall down dread-
Jful preeipices, and are paffable only by
ﬂfghbtotterin g wooden bridges, which ren-
der tr‘avelling in this country exceedingly
terribﬂe.and dangerous. But providence hag
endowed the inhabitants with an’intrepidi-
ty proportioned to their exigencies. This ap-
pears from their aftonithing activity in reco-
vering theep and goats, when penned up
through a falfe flep, in one of thofe tre-
mendous precipices. The owner diretls
himfelf to be lowered down from the top
of the mountain, fitting on a erofs ftick;
tied to the end of a long rope; and when
he arrives at the place where the creature
C ftands,
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ftands, he faftens it to the fame cord,
and it is drawn up withehimfelf.

In the mountains of Norway there are
caverns%of fuch prodigious extent as fur-
pafles all that we meet withfin the accounts
of other countries. One of thcm, called
Dolfteen, was in 1730, vifited by two cler-
gymen, who reported that they‘proceeded
in it till they heard the fea dafthing over
their heads ; that the paflage was as wide
and as high as an ordinary church, the
fides perpendicular, .aad the roof vaulted ;
that they defcended a flight of patural
ftairs, but when they ar nved at, ano-,
ther, they durlt not venture to procecd
but returned ; and that, they confumed two
candles going and returning.

The rivers and frefh-water lakes in this
country are numerous, well ftocked with
fith, and navigable for thips of confiderable
burden. Some of thofe lakes contain float~
ing iflands, formed by the cohefion of roots
of trces and of thrubs; and, though torn
from the main land, bear herbage and trees.
Extraordinayy inftances are related of the
formation of fome of the {maller lakes. In
1702, the noble family-fcat of Borge, near

Frede-
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Fredericftadt, fuddenly funk with all its
towers and battlements, into an abyfs an
hundred fathoms in depth; and its icite
was inftantly ogcupied with a piec of wa-
ter, which formg§d a lake nine hundred feet
in length, and about half as broad. This
melancholy accident was occafioned by the
foundation being undermined by the waters
of ariver.

The mof apparently fabulous accounts of
the ancients, concerning fea-moafters, are
r¢ndered credible by the produ&ions of the
Norwegian feas; and the fea-fnake, or
ferpcnt of the ocean, is no longer ac-
coumcd a clnmera In 1756, one of them
was fhot by the mafber of a thip. It's head

tfdmb'lgd that of a horfe ; the mouth and,

eyes were large and black, and a white
mane hung from its neck. It floated on
the {urface of the water, and held its head
at leaft two feet out of the fea. Between
the head and neck were feven or eight
thick folds, and the length of the fnake
was more than an hundred yards, fome
fay fathoms. They have a remarkable avet-
fion to the {mell of caftor; for which reafon
fhip - mafters provide themfelves with
quantities of that drug, to prevent being
Caz overfet ;
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overfet; the ferpent’s olfaltory nerves being
endowed with great fenfibility. The parti-
oulars related of this animal would be incre-
dible, Wwere they not attefted upon oath.
We are informed by Egedg a very reputa-
ble author, that on thc 6th of July, 17345
a large and frightful fea-montter ‘raifed it-
{elf {o high out of the water; that its
head reached above the main-top-maft of
the fhip; thatit had a long fharp fnout,
broad paws, and fpouted water like a
whale; that the body feemed to be co-
vered with fcales; the fkin was uneven
and wrinkled, and the lower part was
formed like a fmake. The body of this
monfter is faid to be as thick as a hogf—
head; his fkin is variegated hike a tortoife-
thell ; anl his excrement, which fioats on
the furface of the water, is corrofive, and
blifters the hands of the feamen who hap-
pen to touch it.

But a more wonderful produttion yet
remains to be mentioned-~the Kraken, or
Kerven—which nothing but the ftrongeft
proof of its exiftence could admit into the
catalogue of the animal kingdom. Its bulk
is {ud tobea mile anda half in circumfe~
reace; and when part of it appears above

the
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the water, itrefembles a number of {mall
iflands 2nd fand<banks, on which fith dif-
port themfelyes, and fea-weeds grow. Up-
on its emerginy further, there appears a
number df pellucid antefinz, each about the
height, form, and fize of a mgderate mait;
and by their a&tion and re-ation he gathers
his food, which confifts of fmall filhes.
When he finks, which he does gradually, a
dangerous fwell of the fea fucceeds, and a
kind of whirpool 1s immediately formed in
the water. In 1680, a young kraken pe-
rithed among the rocks and clefts at Alfta-
.hong_, and his death was attended by fuch
a fterrch, that the channel where it died
was impaffable,

Ori the coaft of Norway, in lat. 67 deg.
is that dreadful vortex or whirlpool, ealled
by navigators the Navel of the Sea, and by
fome Malcf’crom, or Moikoeftrom. The
ifland Moikoe, from whence this fiream de=
rives its name, lies between the mountain
Hefleggen in Lofoden, and the ifland Ver,
which are about one league diftant; and be-
tween the ifland and coaft on each fide, the
flream makes its way, Between Mofkoe
and Lofoden it is ncar four bundred fathoms

' C3 deep;
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deep 3 but between the former and Ver, i8
1 thallow as uot to afford paffage for a fmall
thip.—When it is flood, the ftream runs up
the country with a boifterouf rapidity ; and
when it is ebb, retdrns to the fea with a vio-
lence and ngife unequalled by the loudeft
cataraéts. It is heard at the diftance of many
Jeagucs 5 and fo violent 1s the current, that
if a fhip comes near, it is immediately
drawn irtefiftibly into the vortex, and car-
ried down to the bottom in a2 moment,
when it is dathed to pieces againft the
rocks: and juft at the turn of the ebb
and flood, when the water beconfes il for
about a quarter of an hour, it rifes aguin in
fcattered fragments, fearcely to be known
for the pams of a thip. When it is figitated
by a ftorm, it has reached veflels at . the dif-
tance of more than a Norway mile, where
the crews have thought themfelves in per-
feét fecurity. Even animals, which have
come too near the vortex, have expreffed
their utmoft terror when they find the
fiream irrefiftible.  Whales are frequently
carried away ; and the moment they feel
-thc {orce of the water, they ftruggle against
3t with all their might, howling and bellow-

lllg
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ing in a frightful manner. The like happens
frequently to bears, which attempt to fwim
to the ifland to prey upon the fheep.

The Norweyians themfelves are almoft
as extraordinary as the country which they
inhabit. Every native 1s arw artizan, and
fupplies his family in all its neceffaries with
his own manufactures ; {o that in Norway
there are, very few trades by profeffion.
From being formerly the moft turbulent and
refractory, they are now the moft ‘quiet and
loyal {ubjeéts in Europe ; which may be ac-
counted for from the barbarity and tyranny
of their’ kings, when a feparate people.
Since the union of Calmar, which united
Norway to Denmark, their hiftory and in-
terefts are the fame with thofe of that kmg-
dom ; the fovereign of which derives from
them an annual revenue of near two hun-
dred thovwfand pounds, chiefly from the pro-
duce of the immenfe foreft with which the
country abounds,

Cy4 LETTER
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LETTER 1V,

R S

PASSING the Scaggenc Sca, or Categate,
on the fouth of Norway, we arrive in Den-
mark, which is divided into two parts.
One of thefe is the peninfula of Jutland §
and the other the iflands at the entrande of
the Baltic, It deferves to be remarked,
that thouglT all thefe colleétively conflitute
the kingdom of Denmark, yet not any one
of them is feparately called by that name.
Copenhagen, the metropolis, ftands in the
ifland of Zealand.

Jutland is the largeft, as well as moft ferw
tile, of all the provinces of this kingdom,
and produces abundance of all forts of grain
and pafturage. A great number of Imall
cattle are bred in this province, and afters
wards tranfported into Holftein, to be fed
for the foreign markets, Zealand is for the

moft
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moft part a fandy fpil, but not unfertile in
grain and pafturage ; and is agreeably varic-
gated with wonds and lakes. Spring and
autumn are feafbns fcarcely known in Den-
4nark, on " accouht of the fudden tranfitions
from cold to beat, and from.hea.t to cold,
which diftinguith the climate of this king-
dom. In all the northern provinces of Den-
mark the winters are extremely fevere, and
during thofe feafons all the harbours are
frozen up.

The feudal fyftem fiill prevails in this
country, in a degree moft injurions to
the jnteréfts of the people, The greateft
part ®f the lands in Denmark and Holitein
arc fiefs ; and the ancient nobility, by grafts
which’they extorted at different fimes from
the crown, acquired fuch a power ovet the
peafantry, and all thofe who refided upon
their eftates, that at length they reduced
them to a flate of extreme flavery. The
Gituation of the people has indeed been ren-
dered fomewhat lefs grievous by modern
edifts, but they ftill are fubje& to the op-

effion of ariftocratical tyranny ; continu-~
ing to be difpofed of at the will of their
lords, many of whom retain the power of

life
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life and death upon theig eftates. Nothing

is more common in this country than to fee

an induf}rious peafant, aftcr labouring {eve-

ral years ta cultivate a poof farm, with a

view of enjoying ‘at laft the profit of his.
toil, removed by his rapacious Lndlord to

another fpot of a fimilar defcripti®n, where

the fame ungrateful tafk, and the fame dif-

appointment again await him. This perni-

cious practice throws the greateft damp up-

on the ettorts of induftry, and prevents thofe

improvements in agriculture which would

otherwife be introduced ; the confequence
of which is, that nine parts in ten of the in*

habitants are in a ftate of great poverty.

By an aftual numeration made in 1759,
of his Danith majefty’s fubjeés in his do-
minibns of Denmark, Nor way, Holftein,
the iflands in the Baltic, and the counties of
Oldenburgh and Delmenhorft in Weftpha-
ha, they were (aid to amount to 2,444,000
fouls, exclofive of the Icelanders and Green-
landers.  However difproportioned this
number may feem to the extent of the Da-
nith dominions, yet it is greater than could
be expected from the uncultivated fiate of
the country,

The
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The ancient inhabitants of Denmark pof*
fefled a degree of courage which approachs
ed even to ferocity ; but they are now great-
ly declined fmm that enterprifing fpirit,
which, in the nmth tenth, and eleventh
eenturies, rendered them formidable to the
Britith daminions. They are now become
indolent, timid, and dull of apprehenfion.
They are much addiéted to intemperance in
drinking', "and convivial entertainments ;
but their nobility, who now begin to vifit
the other courts of Europe, are gradually
refining from the vulgar habits of their an-
aeftors.

Denmark Proper affords fewer curiofitics
than she other parts of his Danifh majefty’s
domimions, if we except the Royal Mufeum
at Copenhagen, which contains a numerous
colleéti oth natural and artificial. We
find here 2 #bble aflemblage of ancient coins,
particulafly thofe of the Confuls in the time
of the Roman Republic, and of the Empe-
rors, after the feat of empire was divided
between Rome and Conftantinople. Among
the contents of this repofitory, is a beantiful
cabinet of ivory and cbony, made by a Da-
«nifh artift who was blind. Here are ikewife

to
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to be feen two famous antique drinking vel~
fels; one of gold, the other of filver, and
both of the form of a hunting horn. That
of gold feems to be of Pagan manufalhure §
and from the ralfedhlcroglyphlcai figures on
its outfide, it probably wasufed in rellglous
ceremonies. It is about two feet nine inches
long, weighs an hundred and two ounces,
and contains two Englifh pints and a half.
The other, of filver, weighs dbout four
pounds, and is called Corna Oldenburgicum.
This, they fay, was prefented to Otho, firft
Duke of Oldenburg, by a ghoft; but the
more probable opinion is, that this veffal
was made by the order of Chriftian I.&King
of Denmark, the firft of the Oldenburgrace,
who occupjed the throne about the middle
of the fifteenth century. This mufeum is
hkewife furnithed with a prodigious number
of aftronomital, optical, and mathematical
mftruments. Many curious aftfonomical
mftrumentsare likewife placed in the round
tower at Copenhagen, which is fo contrived
that a coach may drive to its top. With
this extraordinary firufture the name of
Tycho Brahe, the celebrated aftronomer of
Denmark, and one of the greateft men it

ever
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eyer prodiced, obtrudes itfelf upon our fe-
membrance.

Among the curiofities in Denmark are
the ancient infcriptions upon rocks, which
are mentioned both by aptiquaries and hif-
torians. Thefe chara&ers are Runic, and fo
imperfe&tly underftood even by the learned,
that their’mcaning 1s extremely uncertain.
They are however conjeftured to be hifto-
rical, and to be the old and original manner
of writing, before the ufe of paper of any
kind, and waxen tables was known. The
village’of Anglen, lying between Kenfburg
.and Kefwick, is alfo efteemed a curiofity,
as giving its name to the Angles, or Anglo-
Saxon inhabitants of Great Britain, and the
ancef?ors of the bulk of the modern Eng,
lih. n contemplating fuch an incident in
the hiftory of our country, 1 know not whe-
ther the national pride of an Englithman
receives addition or abafement; and it
would feem, that to determine the point,
he muft have a more perfect acquaintance
with his genealogy than ever cau be acquir-
ed. To thofe, however, who efteem them-
felves defcendants of the Anglo-Saxons, it
may afford fome pleafurc to refle@, that the

purity
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purity of the Latin language was revived it
Scandinavia, in the perfon of Saxo-Gram-
fiaticus, at a time (the twelfth centuty, )
when it was dormant in all other parts of
the European continent. This , northern
Hiftorian, like his cotemporaries, has
adopted the fMoft ridiculous abfurdities of re-
mote antiquity ; but he has enobled them
by a ftyle which gives dignity even to the
extravagance of fiction. We learn from
him, at the.fame time, that the ancient
Danes had their bards, who recited the mi-
Iitary atchievements of their heroes; and
that their firft hiftorical produétions were:
compofed in verfe.

The famous city of Hamburg lies, geo-
araphically fpeaking, within the limits of
Ducal Holftein, the property of the King
of Denmark; but it is an unperal, frec,
and Hanfeatic city, having the lovereignty
of 2 {fmall diftin& round it, of hbout ten
miles in circuit, It 15 one of the moft fou-
rithing commercial towns in Europe; and
though the kings of Denmark ftl] lay claim
to certain privileges within its walls, it may
be confidered as an independent common-
wealth, The number of its inhabitants

amount
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amount to near 200,000, Befides a vaft va-
riety of noble edifiges, both public and pri-
vate, it has. two fpacious harbours, formed
by the river Elbe, which runs through the
town ; and no lefs than eighty-four bridges

thrown over its canals.

LETTER
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LETTER V.

THE country next in my rout is Lap-
land, part of which belongs to the Danes;
the moft valuable to the Swedces ; and the
eafiern diftri to the Ruffians. But the
Swedith Lapland is the obje& chicfly confi-
dered by authors in defcribing this cobintry.
. From the northern fituation of Lapland,
you will' eafily conceive, that for fome
months in the fummer, the inhabitants
have perpetual day, and during winter,
their night is of fimilar duratiop ; but in
the latter feafon they are fo well aflifted by
the twilight and the aurora borealis, that
they are never obliged to difcontinue their
work on account of darknefs, The heats
of fummer are exceflive for a fhort time ¢
but fuch is the feverity of the winter coIJ

that it is no unufual thing for the lips’ 10‘@

frozen
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frsr 40 v copl atrimpting o “drinks
and ‘the'limills of ‘the inhabitamts are
often expofel o inobificariote flud exeremne
frigidivy

Lapland confifts ofa vaft mafs of mouna
tajns, irregulatly crowded together, but s
terfedtod by rivers smd fakes, téntaining ask
Incredible number of ilands, fortie of which
sre emcecdingly pleafant, and vegarded by
the native§ as the terreftrial parddife; ‘Date
ki fiirefis, unireslthyienoraffey, und bacren
phiins, conftiture a §rent part of the -flat
countiy, where the.ftate of the inhatsigaries,
hotwithftending the powafel infuence of
babit, mull be extremely undomfortable.
If ay thing cancomipenfate the internpera-
thas-of thofe dreary climates, ites whemd
foult; fucceeding 2 temporary thaw, . pre-
feuts the Laplander with a fmectle level of
$ox, over whick be travels with 4 tein-dess
im'a fludge, at a rute of prodigious Fapidity,
Thiz celebrated animal has a great tefera-
blunce to the ftag, only it foradwhat-droops
she bead, and the horns proje® forward,
On mwving its legs, it makes a cracking
e, which is sxtributed to the feparating,
wib afieowasds bringing together the divie

D

fions
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fions of the hoof, the under part of which !§
entirely covered with tair. The {ame ne~
ceflity which obliges the Laplander to ufe
fnow-fhoes, makes the extraordinary for-
mation of the reinedeec’s hoof to be equally
convenient in paffing over fnow, by pre-
venting it from finking too degp, which
would unavoidably be the cafe, did the
weight of the apimal’s body reft only on 2
fmall point.- : '

In fummer the rein.deer provide them-
felves with leaves and grafs, and m the win-«
ter they live upon mofs. 'This theyhave a
wonderful fagacity in finding o6t and’
when found, they fcrape with their feet the
{now that covers it. It s inconceivable on
how fmall a quantity of food they fuhfift,
and the length of journey -which they are
neverthelefs able to perform. The remmn-
deer 16 harnefled to a kind of flédge, thaped
like a fmall boat, in which the traveBer,
well fecured from cold, is laced dowH :
holding in one hand the reins, and:in the
other a kind of bludgeon, to keep thedvehis
cle clear of any impedimsents from-icebr
fnow. The rein-deer are {o firfe frrd Ghbers
table, that the driver is at little otmet dide

ble
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ble, s direding kbem ; their infda& in
choefigg thy roads.and thapiag their cousle,
being afiidted by their acquaintauce with fhe
country dysing the fummer monpths, when
they livg in the;woods. , At night they look
out far their provendsr; and fcanty as is
their ufusl fare, their mil® often helps
towards the fuppart of their mafter, Their
fleth is 2 well-tafted food, as are Likewife
their milk and cheefe ; their kin forms,ex~
¢ellent cloathing hoth for the bed and the
body ; and their inteftines and tendons fup-~
ply their mafters with thread and cordage.
With all thefe excellent qualities, the
rein-deer have their inconveniences: they
are fomctlmcs buried in the fnow, and
“’!EI frequently grow reftive oa their
jeuiney, to the no {mall da.nge.r of the
duaver,
.- Theg Laplanders have neither writing nor
letters among them, but a number of hiero~
glyphics, that they ufe in their Rounds, a
fort, of fticks which ferve them for an alma-
pack,,, Thefe hieroglyphics they alfo ufe
aftead of fignatures in matters of law. An
wipenapt bas becn made to introduce among

themibe C-hrdl:an rehgmn, by ;mfﬁanancs

from
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from thofo paris of Sﬂﬂﬂdlmlly whore the
light of the gofpel has reached; but thoy
caﬁn@t yet be faid to be Chsiftlans, thowgh
the king-of Denmark has -inflituted fone
religious feminaries umong them. The ma-
jority of the inhabitants pra&ife as grofs fu~
perftitions and idolatries as are to be found
amongft any people; and .thofe of a na-
ture fo abfurd, that they fearcely deferve
to be mentioned, were it not that the num-
ber and extravagance of* them have induced
the northern traders ‘to believe that they
are fkilful in magic and divination. To fa.
vour this deceit, their magieians, who are a
peculiar fot of men, employ what shey
eall a drum, made of the hollowed trupk of
a fir, pine, or birch tree, one end of which
1 covered with fkin. '‘On this they draw
with a kind of red colour, the figures of
their dwn gods, as well as of Jefus “Chrift,
the apofties, the fun, moon, ftafs, birds,
and rivers. To fome of thefe they loofely
attach one or two brafs rings, whick, whent
the drum if beaten with 2 little haminer,
dance over the figures ; and, a.cccfdmgto
their progrefs, the forcerer forms h# progy
noftieations, . Thefe whimfical cerctheni®s

alc
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are ufually perforsped for gain ; and the nor-
thern thip-meftert art fuch dupes to dhe
arts of thefe impuftors, that they eften buy
from théth a migic cord, eontaining a
number of knots, by fobfenitig which, ac-
cording to the tthyician’s directions, they
have thesweaknefs to expeét that they thall
obtain what wind they defire. Thé Lap-
landers fhll fetaili the worfhip of many of
the Teutonic gods; but have likewife
amongft them great remains of the Druidi-
cal inftitutions, and they believe the trans-
migration of the foul.

To this account of Lapland I have to fub-
join the tranflation of an ode, cotmpofed, as
you ¢vill fee, by 2 young peafaat of that
country, on the courtthip of his~ miftref¥;
and I am perfuaded you will efteem it as no
fmall curiofity. It is written ‘in the verfe
which we call the Sapphic.

A LAPLAND ODE.

What mean thefe fedious forms and wayy,
That ftfl by frefh and frefh delays,
Protralt a lover’s pain?
wc ears I've woo'd my Orma fair,
years my fighs have fill'd the air,

But woo'd and figh'd in vain,
D3 Of
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Of brandyecags almoft a fepre,

Of beaver’s tongues 2 hundred more,
P've giv'n her kin by turns:

But nefther cags their hearts can warm,

Nor tongues prevaibto foothe the charm,
With which my bofom buras.

The longeft night that Lapland knows,
The longeft day that ever glows,
‘Though they for months endure;,
Are nought, compar’d to one fad bout,
In which my heart 15 rack’d with doubt,
That Oma’s not feture,

O! could I but obtain confent,

And lead her {miling with content,
Home in her bridal'gown

No {wag in Lapland could outgo

The joy, the raptures I thould know,
When Orra was my own !

Our happy days and nights would «then,

Pafs noted *midft the haunts of men,
Ina delightfal round ;

Smaa‘th ap'thc ice, {wift as the race,

When rein-deer in the rapid chace,
O'er frozen vallies bound,



LET. V.] LARLAND. »

When years on years had flown away,

At laft we'd feal "our clofing day
With a perpetual kifs;

And lips to lips adhening faft,

As a cup ¥ by the northern blaft,
Expire in mutual blifs!

An explanation of this will be found in the preceding
account of Lapland, where mention is made of the cxtreme
feyerity of the cold

LETTER
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LETTER VL
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RETURNING from Lapland we enter
the kingdom of Sweden, the face of which
refembles much that of the ncighbouring
countries, in mountains, marfhes, and bat-
ren plains ; with this difference, that it has.
the advantage of a few navigable rivers. It.
is computed to be in length eight hundred
miles, from fouth to north, and in bcrez_idth
five hundred. The foil is much the fame
with that of Denmark, and fome parts of
Norway, generally very poor, but in other
places furprizingly fertile. The wiches of
Sweden are chiefly in the bowels of the
earth, having mines of filver, copper, and
iron, which exceed any in Eumpc The
ﬁrﬁ gallery of ope filver mine is a hundrcd
fatl_xoms below the furface of the earth :
roof is fupported by prodigionsathen bcamq,
and
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and from thence the miners defcend above
forty fathoros tothe lowett vein. This mine
is faid to produce 20,000 crowns a year?
The produce of the copper roines is uncer~
tain. The iron mine employs a vaft num-
ber of {melting houfes ; but this manufac-
ture beging to fuffer confiderable diminu-
tion, by the importation of American bar
iron into Jgurope. The whole of the
Swedifth mines 1s loaded with vaft taxes to”
the government, the exigences of which are
chiefly fupported by the refources arifing
from thofe fubterranean treafures.

The Swedes, till of late years, were ex-
tremédly negligent of tillage, but they now
hegin to follow the agriculture of France
and England ; and, according to fpme ace
counts, they raife almoft as much corn asis
neceflary for internal confumption. Goth-
land produces wheat, rye, barley, oats,
peafe, and‘beans ; and in cafe of deficiency
the people are tupplied from Livonia and
the Baltic provinces.

The nationa! charater of the Swedes
has varied greatly in different ages; at one
time bold, mmrtial, enterprizing; at an.
other, languid, inaclive, and unambitious :

fome-
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fometimes high-{pirited and jealous of li-
bcrty’ at other times Paﬁivc and- {fubmifiive.
At prefent the bulk of the people -are =
heavy. pIoddm# race of men, flrong and
hardy, but withont any other ambition than
that of {ubfifting themfelves and their fafai-
lies as well as they can; but te whatever
objet they apply, their perfeverance is in-
defatigable. The nobility #nd principal
gentryof Sweden are brave, polite, and hof-
pitablc ; have high notivns of honor, and
are jealous of ther national interefts. They
are in general more converfant in polite li-
terature, than thofe of many other moré
flourithing ftates.

Stockholm, the capital of the kingdom,
«ftands vpon fix contiguons iflands .. and is
built vpon piles. The caftle, which is co-
wvered with caopper, has neither ftrength nor
beauty 3 but is commodious, and accom-
modates the royal court, as well as the na-
gional courts and colleges. The harbour is
ipacious and convenient, though difficuit
of zccefs; and the city difplays all the exte-
sror marks of magnificence. But the com«
farative poverty of the kingdom muft ap+
pear 1z an upfavourable light, when-wee

Know
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know thbht the ¢apital of the nationabbenk
fearcely amtounts ta half a million fterdimet
An academy of arts amd {ciences was fomé&
years fince eftablifhed at Stockholm, and
flourithed ;under the patronage of the late
kitg, whofe unmerited fate refletts difgrace
on the anaals of the country. ‘It is proba-
ble, however, from the education of the
prefent fovereign, that he will extend to
fuch an inttitution the fame benefits of the
royal influence with his illufirious predes
ceflor.

The principal univerfity in Sweden is
That of Upfal, inftituted 2bout the beginning
of thedifteenth century, and patronized by
fevera] fuceeffive monarchs; particularly by
the ~sseat Guftavus Adolphus, _and his
daughter Queen Chriftiana, who emulated
the glory of her father by her liberal encons
ragement and example, in promoting the
arts of peace, There are in this univerfity
near fifteen Bundred ffudents; but for the
woft patt they are extremely indigeat, and
lodge five or fix together in very poor he,
vels. The profeflors in different branches
of Literature are about twenty-two, but their
fajartes’in general are {mall. There 1s an-

other
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other univerfity at Abo in Finland, but lefi
flourifhing than the precedings A third,
‘which formerly exilted at Lundem in
Schonon, isnow fallen into decay. In eve-
ry diocefe a free ichool is eftablifhed, where
the youth are qualified for the univerfity:

Sweden, like the northern cquntries in
general, can boatt of few antiquities, or ars
tificial curiofities ; and thofe of the natural
clafs are likewile not numerots. A few
leagues from Gottenburg, there is & hide-
ous precipice, down which a dreadful cata-
ra& of witer rufhes with fuch impetuofity,
that large mafis and other bodies of timber
that are precipitated, difappear, fopne for
half an hour, and others for double that
fpuce, hefore they are recovered. The.bot-
tom of this abyfs has never yct been found,
though founded by lines of feveral hundred
fathoms in length. 1In thefouthern part of
Gothland, there is a remarkable ilimy lake,
which finges things put iuto it,

*That powerful inftin&, which attiches
amimals, as weil as the human fpecies, to
the climates of their native country, is
frongly evinced in Sweden by various tribes
of the birds of paffage. The Swedith

hawks,
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bawks when carried to France have beed
mown to re-vifit the'Scandinavian thores 7 as
appears from one that was killed in Finland®
with an infcription en a {mall gold plate,
importing .that it belongdd 1o the French
King.

I cannot, avoid meationing the incotves
pience experienced in this country .from
the nature of its coin, which brings to one's
naind the iron money of lLsycurgas, Cop-
per is here the chief medium oficommeroe
Large piases of this metal bear vpon them
the ftamp of their current value. Some
of them arg as large as tiles, and 2 cart or
wheel-barrow is often required, to carry
home g moderate fum.

‘Fhe pnnals of Sweden have beeg in few
veral ages, illuftrious by the atchievements
of beroic princes and a martial people 3
yet the forces of the country confift only
of a regulited militia, calculated at pres
fent at about forty thoufard men, but bes
fore the lofs of Livonia, at fixty thoufand.
The cavalry is cloathed, armed, and nyain«
tained, by 2 rate impofed upon the nobility
and geatry, i proportion to their eftates 3
ayd the infantry by the peafants, Every

farm
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farm of fixty or feventy pounds per angumy
is charged with a foof foldier, furnifhing
4im with diet, lodging and ordinary claaths,
and about one pound a year in money. In
lieu of this a little wooden houfe is fome~
times built for him by the farmer, who .al-
lows him bay and pafturage for a cow, and
ploughs and fows land encugh to fupply him
with bread. In former times, Sweden has
Likewife made a confiderable igure as a
maritime power, and fitted out forty thips
of the line; but of late years, peir (hips,
as well as their docks, have been greatly
neglected. e
Chriftianity was introduced into Sweden
in the ninth century, and the people are
Dow of the Lutheran church; the tenets
of which weie propagatcd amongft them
by Guftavus Vafa, about the year 1523,
So great is their averfion to popery, that
caftration is the fate of everyeroman-ca-
tholic pricft difcovered in their couatry.
A converfion to popery, or a long contiaus
ance under excommunication, which canw
not pafs without the King’s permiffion, is
pubithed by imprifonment and exile,

The
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The afcendency acquired by France
{ome years fince, in the councils of Swe-
den, in confequence of -amannval fubdy,
has had a pernicious effeft upon the interefts
of that kihgdom, and proved the caufe of
ntuch domeftic jealouly.amaongthe friends
of the aeonftitution. To this., doubtlefs,
the Swedith crown was ftrongly induced
by the deficiency of its own finances, and
the defire “of fecuring an. albiance «wV'Ih
might prote& it againft any hefile’defigns
from Ruffia and Denmark.

LETTER
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TH E country camprifed ‘under the
samc Ruffa, comprehesds the northern
parts of Europe and Afm ; firetching from
the Baltic and Sweden on the Weft, to
Kamt{chatka and the Eaftern Ocean ; apd
on the North, from the Frozen Ocean, to
the 47th degree of latitude. It is, of an
extent nearly equal to all the reft of Eqsnpe,
and greater than that of the Roman Em-
piee ig the zenith of its power. The ex-
tremes both of climate and foil, are exems-
plified within the limits of this ¥aft dami-
niop. The cold at St, Peterfburg, during
the months of December, Japuary, and
Fcbruary, is ufually from 40 to 52 degreeés
below the freezing point ; though com-
monly, in the courfe of the winter, it is
for 8 week or ten days fome degrees lower.

You
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You may form fome idea of 2 coMd fo
great, on being told, that when a perfon
walks gut in tha¢ fever® feafon, the cofd
makes the eyes wator, and that water
freezing,. hangs in little4ci¢tes on the eye-
lzthes. As the common pesfnts ufually
wear their beards, you may fec them hang-
ing at the chin like a Totid lump of ice:
Even in this flate, however, the beard
¥s found ‘very ufeful in proteling the
glands of the throat; fa that-the foldiers
who do not wear their beards, are obliged:
to tie a handkerchief under the chin to fup.
Ply the defeét. When the thermometer
Nas (taod at 25 degrees below o, boilnge
watet, thrown tp inte the air by an engine,
which, made it {pread, bas falled.down
perfe&ly dry; and formed into ice.

Notwithflanding this feverity of the coM
in Ruffia, the inhabitants are furniflred
with fich various means to guard sagainft
it, that they fuffer much lefs than might be
expeded. They warm their houfes by ag
oven confltru&ed with feveral flues, and the
couptry abounds with wood, which is thé
copmen fuel. They can regulate the:

warmth o sheir apartments by ‘the ther.
E mometer,
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mometer, with great exaétnefs ; opening
or {fhutting the flues, to increafe or dimi-
nith the heat. Add to this, that the win-
dows irr the huts of the poor are very fmall,
that as little cotd may be adrhitted as pof-
fible ; while in the houfes of perfons &f
coundition, the windows are caelked up
againft winter, and have commonly dou-
ble glafs frames.

Such is the fituation of the Ruffians
within doors ; and when they go out, they
are cloathed fo wanmly, and covered with
furs, that they almoft bid defiance to froft
and fnow. It 15 obfervable, befides, that
the wind is feldom violent in winter; but
when it blows much, the cold is exceedingly
ptercinga

The Ruffians derive from the rigor of
their climate, one advantage unknown to
the inhabitants of other nations, which is
that of preferving provifions by "the froft.
About the end of O&ober, it is ufual for
good houfewives to kill their poultry, and
keep them in tubs packed up with a layer
of {now betwcen them, and then 'take
them out for vfe as occafion requires.- By
this meansy they ' likewife {ave the' niou-

rithment
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rithment of the anirosd for {everal monghs.
Frozen provifions are brought in this way
even from the diftance of Archangel ; and
the markets in Peter{burg are fupplied with
them 1n,winter, at a eheaper rate than
would otheiwife be poflible. One may
there fee yaft ftacks of whole flogs, theep,
fith, and other animals, which are piled up
in the markets for fale.

The method they have of thawing frozen
provifions 1s by immerging them in cold
water, by which the ice feems to be ex-
tratted out of the body, and forms a tranf-
Pagent incruftation round it. The fame
end has been attempted by the means of
heat, Jbut fuch a procefs occafions a violent
fermentation, and almoft a {udden putre
faction of the body immerged.

In the warmer provinces of Ruffia grain
grows in great plenty; but in thofe to-
wards the'north this article of life, {fo com-
mon 1n moft other countries, 15 extremely
defeétive. In fome parts, the inhabitants,
like the people of Scandinavia, ufe, inftead
of bread, a kind of faw-duft, and a prepa-
ragion of fith bones. In others, they are

kaown to fubfift chiefly on muthrooms,
E=2 which
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which the foil produces in great abundance.
in a word, the bulk of the people are hi-
therto miferably fed, though the moft law-
dable efforts have been made by Peter the
Great, and the fubfequent fovereigus, to
promote an acquaintance with agricuituré.
This extenfive countrv is particalarly fa-
voured by nature in one refpe&®, I mean,
the vaft communication by means of rivers,
which the inlind parts of the niation have
with each other. The moft confiderable
of thefe are the Wolga, or Volga, running
eaft and fouth, which, after traverfing the
greater part of Mufcovy, and winding,a
courfe of goco Englith miles, difcharges
itfelf into the Cafpian fea. What deferves
to be remarked, there is not in the sthole
of this courfe, a fingle cataradt to interrupt
the pavigation. While it produces all
kinds of fifly, it fertilizes the lapds on each
fide with the richeft trees, fruits, ind vege-~
tables of various kinds ; increafing likewife
in its progref(s the benefits it communicates,
by dividing itfelf, in the end, into more
than feventy branches, by which it enters
the Cafpran. By means of this noble river,
the city of Mofcow preferves a communi-

cation
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eation not only with ali the {outhern parts
of Ruffia, but even with Perfia, Georgia,
Tastary, and many other .circumambient
countries.

Next to this1s the Don, or Tanais, which
feparates the moft eaftern parts of Ruffia
from Ana. In its courfe towatds the eaft,
it comes fo mear to the Wolga, that the
Czar Peter had projefled a comimunication
between them by means of 2 canal; but
this grand defign was fruftrated by an irrup-
tion of the Tartars. This river difcharges
stlelf into the Palus M=zotis, or Sea of
Azoph ; and exclufive of its turnings and
windipgs, runs 4 courfe of four hundred
miles, The Borifthenes, or Dnieper, which
is likewile one of the largeft riverg in Eu-
rope, runs through Lithuania, the country
of fome tribes of the Coffacs, and of the
Tartars, and falks into tbe Euxine, or Black
Sea, at Rinburn, -nes? QOczakow ; exhi-
biting thirteen-gatasails at a {mall diffance
from each other. ‘Fo thefe may be added,
the two Dwinas, one-of which difcharges
itlelf at Riga into the Baltic ; the other,
dividing itfelf inte two branches near Arch-

a falls thare into the White Sea.
i E 3 -‘Ruffia
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Ruffia is in general a flat level coimtsd,
except towards the north, where-he the
7Zimnaporas mountains, fuppofed to be the
famous Montes Riphiei of the ancients.
On the weftern (ide of the Dnieper, a part
of thc Carpathian mountains extends ; arid
between the Black Sea and thes Cafpian,
Mount Caucafus borders a range of vaft
plains ftretching to the Sea of Oral. The
noithern aud north-eaftern provinces are in
a manner defart ; but in general, forefts
ibound over the face of this extenfive coun-
try': and the wildnefs of the fcenes ‘s
‘equalled by that of the inhabitants, who.an
many parts may juftly be accounted Pagans
rather than Chiiftians.

Amoag the fpecies of fithes with.which
nature has plentifully provided the Ruffians,
is that called Beluga, which refembles a
fturgeon. It is commonly from twelve to
Bfteen feet in length, weighing from -nine
to fixteen or eighteen hundred weight.
“The fiefh is White and delicate, and of the
roe of it i made the famous cavear, fo
much efteemed for its richnefs and flavour.

The nuptial ceremonies of the Ruffians
are pecubiar to themfelves ; and formmrly

confifted
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confilted of - fome very whimfical: rites,
many of which are now fallen into difufe.
Matches are frequently made by the pa-
renis, without the parties ever feeing each
other. After the preliminaries have been
fottled, the bride is examined ftark naked
by a cerrgin number of femalesj who have
the charge of corre@ing, if poflible, any
defelts that may be difcovered in her per-
fon. On the day of folemnizing the mar-
riage, fhe i3 crowned with a garland of
wormwood ; and after the prieft has per-
formed his part of the ceremonial, his clerk
or_fexton, throws a handful of hops upon
the ‘h.ead of the bride, exprefling at the
fame time a wifth that {he may prove as
fruitful as that plant. She is then condutted
home to the houfe of the budegrom, amidft
abundance of ribaldry and indecent gefti-
culations, which are now, however, daily
declining® even . among the loweft ranks.
The barbarous treatment of wives by their
hufbands, which formerly . extendedsaven
to fcourging, or broiling them to death,
now either expreflly prohibited by law,
or by particular ftipulations :n the marriage
contrads.

The
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The imbabitents of thrs country, ks
other nncultivated people, entemain maay
falle notiops with regard to the ftas of de-
parted fouls, Among the better fort of in-
habitants, the dead body is ufwally kept
sbove ground for cight or ten days ; dusrmy
which timé the prieft, who 13 hirggd to pray
for the foul of the decemfed, fprimkies the
body frequently with holy water. When
it is carried to the:grave, which is done
with a parade of lamentation, the prieft
-produces a ticket figned by the bithop and
amd apother clergymen, as a paflport to
heaven. This being put into the ooffii
between the fingers of the corple, gid the
interment concluded, the company return
to the tieccafcd’s houfe, where there enfues
& fcene of intoxication, which, among
perfons of condition, continues, with few
intermiffions, during the fpace of forty
days ; the prieft every day faying prayers
over the grave of the deceafed.

The barbarity of the Ruffans is in no-
thing more confpicuaus than in the feverity
of their corporal punifbments, which, how-
ever are frequently undergone with afbo-
pifhing infenfibility. The finglognd doua

ble



vey. vaad Motk 37

bls knout are both remarbably excrumatng.
Thae boring and cutung out of the tongne
are likewyie pumihments @ot uncommen ;
and Peter the Great ufed to fufpend the
robbers vpon the Wolgas, and other parts
of his dominions, by iron hooks fixed to
ehieir ribg, on gabbets, where they writhed
in agonits, to the number of hundreds, nay
thouauds at 2 time.

You may woll imagine, that to travel
over the defarts .of Ruffia, in their naked
ftate, muft be both wery tedious and fa-
tiguing ; but in winter, when they are co-
vered wigh fnow, this is performed with
great facility. The {fnow being frozen hard
enough to bear them, the people travel in
fledges, lined with tinck felt, and many ef
them drawn by rein-deer. In the interior
parts of Ruflia, however, horfes are ufed
for ths puspofe. The fledge-way becomies
fo well beaten sowards February, that they
ere@ upon thofe vehicles = kind of coach,
in which they may lie at full length, and (o
gravel might and day, wrapped up in good
furs. In this manner they often perfonmnia
journey of about four hundred miles, fuch
a5 that from Peterfburg to Mofcow, in three

days
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days and nights. Her late imperial majefly,
in her winter jourmcs, was drawn by twenty-
four polt horfes, in an ereltton made of
timber, which contained fufficient conveni-
encies to accommodate four perfpns,

Learning has for a confiderable time be-
gua to be ¢uluvated in Ruffia, and made
particolarly great progyefs under the.sufpi-
ces of the late Emprefs.  Peter the Great
founded threa colleges at Mofcow ; one for
claflical.learmng and philofopby, the fe-
cond for matbematcs, and the third for
navigation and aftronomy : fince which
time an univerfity has likewife been founde
ed in that city. The late Czanna fpanded
an univerfity at Peterfburg, to which fhe
mvited fome of the moft learned forclgners
in every faculty, and fettled upon them
handiome {alaries. She therc alio infti-
tuted 2 military academy, where the voung
nobihty, and the fons of officers, are in-
firuéted 1n the art of war.

Percriburg,.the modern capital of this vaft
cmpire, s fituated 1n latitude 60, on both
tides of the river Neva, at its junlion with
the lake of Ladoga. About the beginning
of the prefent century, it confifted of a few

tmalf



tem: vitdd o DT 3

{mall fithing huts, on a {pot fo fwampy, that
the ground was formed into nine iflands;
but fuch is at prefent the ftate of this
wosderful emporiuimn, that it rivals in mag-
uificence the moft celebrated cities in Eu-
rope. Among the public ftrutures worthy
of noticen I cannot forbear: méntioning a
convent, in which four hundred and forty
young ladies were educated at the expence
of the late tmprefs. Two hundred of thefe
were of fuperior rank, and the others,
daughters of citizens and tradefmen ; who
after receiving a fuitable education, were
prefentedwwith a fum of meney, to procure
themglves a proper livelihood on quitting
the cpnvent. Peterlburg is {uppofed to
contain about four hundred thoufagd inha-
bitants, and is ornamented with thirty-five
great churches. It alfo contains five pa-
laces, fome of which are {uperb, particu-
larly that*which is called the New Summer
Palace, fituated near the Triumphal Port,
an elegant piece of architeéture. The num-
ber of foreign fhips trading thither in the
fummer time is prodigions ; and in winter
three thoufand onwonhorfe fledges are em-
ployed for paflengers in the ftrects,

Before
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Before the dftablifiment of Peterfousrg,
4be city of Mofcow was the capital of this
vaft empire, and though now -declined

_fzom its former grandeur, u flill continues
4o make an eminent figure amoung the Ardt
citres.in Europe. The houfes of the inhalat-
ants in gefieral are mean firuétures of tim-
ber: but the palaces, churches, convents,
and other public edifices, of which there.us
2 great number, are {pacious and lofty. The
Krimlin, or grand Imperialpalace, is one ef
the nobleftedifices in Lurepe.

Haviog mentioned the convent eseGed at
Poterfburg by the late empnefe, 1 cannet
pafs over in filence an inftitution of a fimi-
lar matwre in Mofcow, promoted likewife
doy her jpatronage, and.fupported by wolun-
tary contributions, legacies, and other cha-
gitable:endowments.  What I allude to is
-the Foundling Hofpitzl, an immenfe pile of
buildeng, of a quadrangular thape, contain-
Jmy -at.prefent upwards of three thoufand
-foundlings ; .and when. the eftabldbhment 13
<completed, .t is intended ‘to contain eight
thowland.

Ruffia having only lately emerged from
barbarifm, we canuot:here loak:for.any jaf

thofe
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thofe antiquities ufially met with in na-
tioks which have long beenina flate of
cultivation. She exhibits, however, fome
ftupendous monuments of the public fpiric
of her {fovereigns ; particdlarly the canals
mifle by Peter the Great for the benefit of
commerces: and I am perfuadtd you will
agree with me that fuch peacefulatchicve
ments confer more real glory, as weil as fa-
tisfattion, than that which i3 fought for
amid the din of arms, and the brilliancy
of conqueft. With regard to the memo-
rials of remote times, however, Siberia is
not unproduétive. It abounds with old fe
pulchras of an un¥hown people, whofe in-
firumeqts and arms appear to have been all
made of copper. In the cabinet of matural
hiftory at Peterfburg, there is thewn a
rhinoceros, which was accidentally dug up
on the banks of the river Valui, The fkin,
with the Rair upon it, is entire. - The city
of Mofcow is diftinguithed by containing
the largeft bell in the world. It is nineteen
feet high, twenty-three in diameter, and is
faid to be 443,77z pounds weight. By
a fall received in confequence of the beam
en whiclr it hung being burnt, a large piece

is
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is broken out of it. By this accident, it
has fince lain ufelefs, to the no f{mall re-
gret of the inhabitants of that capital, who
are remarkable for a peculiar attachment to
the ringing of beks.

The building of Peterfburg, with its fud-
den tranfmutation from a few filhing huts
into a populous and great capital, is an in-
cident perhaps not to be parallelied in the
hiftory of the world ; if we ex&ept the ad-
joining fortrefs of Crouftadt, which is almoft
unpregnable. Thefe wonderful objeéts,
equal in magnitude of defign, but infinitely
fuperior in utility, to the pyramids of Egype,
employed, for fome years, without gny in-
termiflion even during night, threg hun-
dred thoufand men in driving piles, and lay-
ing their ftupendous foundations. Yet,
aftonithing to fay, the whole plan of thofe
works was drawn by the hand of Peter him-
feif. with a very little affiftance Yrom fome
German engincers.  But the extraordinary
merit of this prince was not confined to
greatnels of conception ; he united adtivity
with invention ; and wrought in perfon not
only in thofe vaft undertakings, but in the
eftablithment of a naval force, which he
raifed by a fudden creation.

The
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The eftabiifhed religion of Ruffia is that
of the Greek Church; for the tenets of
which I refer you to theological writers. It
is fufficient for me to fay, that the Ruffians
deny the fupremacy of thé pope, and dif-
clabm the worthip of images. They retain,
howevér, many idolatrous and fuperftitious
cuftoms.

LEPTER
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LETTER VIII

g e e e

OUR northern cxcurfion will receive
forae relief, from quitting the vaft extent
of the Ruflian plains, for a tranfitory vifit
tc the numerous iflands of Scotland ;
which are thofe of Shetland, Otrkney, -and
the Hebrides, or weftern ifles, The Shet-
Jand iflands are forty-fix in number, but
tany of them uginhabited. The largeft,
which is that of Mainland, is fixty miles in
length, and twenty in breadth; but the
whole number of families in the illand does
not exceed five hundred. On this ifland
the Dutch begin to fith for herrirgs at mid-
fummer, and their fithing feafon lafts fix
months,

Of the Orkney iflands, which are abont
thirty in number, many are likewife unine
babited. The largelt is Pomona, about

‘thirty
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thirty-three milesia length, and its breadth
isinfome places nine, It contains nine parith
churches, and fome excellent harbours.
The cathedral of Kirkwall, the capital of
the Orkneys, is a fine Gothic building, de-
dieated to St. Magaus, but now coaverted
into a parith church. Its roof is fup-
ported by fourteen pillars on each fide, and
its fteeple, which has a good ring of bells,
by four large pillars. The three gates of
the church are checquered with red and
white polithed ftone, emboffed and ele-
gantly flowered.,
. ']:hc Wellern Ifies are more numerous
than either of the preceding, and fome of
them Jarge. Sky is forty miles long, and.
in fome places thirty broad ; fruitful and
well peopled. The ifle of Mull is twenty
four miles long, and in fome places almoﬁ
as broad. Lewm, or Harries, formmg
both but é8ne ifland, is a hundred miles
length, and thirteen or fourteen ip breadth.
Bute, which is about ten miles long, and
three or four broad, is famous for coptaig-
ing the caftle of Rothfay, which gave ghe
title of Duke to the eldeft fons of the kings
F of
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of Scotland, as it now does to the Prince of
Wales,

Befide thefe, are Ila, Jura, Urfl, St. Kil«
da, and a numerous lift of inferior iflands 3
among which I fuft particularly mention
the famous ifle of Jona, or St. Celumb-kill,
once the feat and {anftuary of leirning m
the weft, and the burying-place of many
kings of Scotland, lreland, and Norway.
This place 1s ftill conipicnous for the relics
of a fantimonious antiquity., The church
of 8t. Mary, which is built in the form of
a cathedral, is a beautiful fabric 3 withimn
which are fome Gaélic infcriptions, and the
bodies of the kings abovementioned. The
tomb of Columba, who lies buried here 13
ninfombed. The fteeple is large, the cu-
pola twenty-one feet {quare, the doors and
windows are curioufly carved, and the lat«
teris of the fineft marble. Innumerable
micriptions of ancient cuftoms and ceremo-
ries may he obferved in different parts of
the ifland. .

The ifland of Staffa exhibits a moft beau
tiful foene of ¢he Bafaltis, rifing amidft the
waves, i the form of a new Gilamt’s Caufes
way. For a mile in length, and half a

mile
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rale in breadth, the end of ‘this Wlind 'is
fupported by ‘ranges of natural pillary,
moftty above fifty feet high; ftanding A
coloninades, according as the bays or po'nats
of land have fornted themlelves. Sir Jofeph
Baviks, who vifited this iflarid 14 1y72, in-
forms us that upon a firm bafis of rock
tbove thefe, the firatum which reaches to
the furface of the ifland, varied in tHick-
nefs as the Hland itfelf formed-inte hills or
vallies ; each hill, which hung over the
columns below, forming an ample pedi-
ment. Some of thefe, above fixty feet n
t'hlq,kncfs, from the bafe to the point,
formed, by the floping of the hill on each
fide, slmoft into the thape of thofe ufed in
architeéture.  Proceeding further~o the
north weft, ¢ Youmeet (fays Sir Jofeph
Banks,) with the higheft ranges of pillars,
the magnificent appearance of which is
paft all defcription : Here they are bare to
their very bafis, and the firatum below
them 1s alfo vifible.”

In fome parts of Staffa, inftead ofsbeing
placed upright, the pillars were obferved
to be on their fides, each forming a feg~

ment of a circle; but the meft ftriking
F 2 object
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objed in this field of fcenery is Fingal's
Cave, which is defcribed in the following
terms 1 ¢ We proceeded along the there,
treading upon another Geans’s Caufewmy,
every ftone beilg regularly formed in a
certain number of fides 2nd angles, tilkin
a fhort time we atrived at the meuth of a
cave, the moft magnificent, } fuppofe, that
has cver been defcribed by travellers. The
length of this cave from the arch without,
is 371 feet; the breadth at the mouth §3
icer; and the height in tho fame part 313
tcet. The mind can hardly form an idez
more magnificent than fuch a fpace, fup-
ported on each fide by ranges of colunins,
and roofed by the bottoms of thofe which
have-heen broken off in order to form it;
between the angles of which a yellowith
fralagmitic matter had exuded, which ferves
to define the angles precifely, and at the
{ame time vary the colour with a great deal
of elegance. To render it {ill more
agreeablc, the whole is lighted from with-
out; and the air within being agitated by
the flux and reflux of the tide, is perfely
dry and wholefome, frce entirely from the
damps of vapours with which natural car

verus
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verns'in general abound.” Sir Jofeph Banks
has effured me, that nothing he had evet
feen afforded him greater pleafure than the
fupvey of this Ifland.

In general the iflands annexed to Scots
lahd gxhibit many pregnant propfs in their
churches the veftiges of old forts and othes
buildings, both facred and civil, that they
were formerly more populous than at pre-
{fent. ‘The ufe and conftru@ion of fome of
thefe works cannot now be eafily actounted
for. In a gloomy valley in the ifland of
Hoy, one of the Hebrides, is 2 kind of
hermitages cut out of a ftone, called a dwarf
ftone, thirty-fix feet long, eighteen broad,
and nane high; in which is a fquare hole,
about two feet in height for an en™Mcé,
with a ftone of the {fame fize for a door;
within is the refemblance of a bed, with 2
pillow cut out of the ftone, large enough
for two men to lie onj at the other end is
& couch, and in the middle a hearth, witha
hole cut out above for a chimney.

I thould tire you to recount the various-
veftiges of the Druidical temples remaining
in thefe illands ; fome of which muft have
been raifed with prodigious labour,” aitd are

F 3 ftupendoui
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ftupendous treftions, of the fame nature
a; the famous Stone-henge, near Salibbury.
Qthers feem to be memorials of particular
perfons or a&tions, confifting of oae large
ftone ftanding uptight, Some of .them bear
the marks of having becn fculptured ; amd
others have ferved 2s fepulchres and ae
compofed of ftones cemented together.
Cairns, or barrows, as they are called in
England, are frequent in thefe illands, and
the monuments of Danith and Norwegian
fortifications might afford ample roem for
defcription. The gigantic bones found in
many burial places here, afford room to be-
licve that the former inhabitants were of
larger fize than the prefent. 1t {feemps like-
wifo-paobable, from fome ancient remains,
particularly catacombs, and fome filver fibu-
lz or clafps, found at Steunis, one of the
Orkneys, that the Romans were well ac.
quainted with thefe parts. There 1s not a
doubt but one of the iflands on the north of
of Scotland, was theur (Vtima Thule.

It has been the opinion of many learned
men, that the Hebrides, being the meoft
welterly landswhere the Celts fettled, their
language muft remain there in its greateft

purity
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purity : byt this epinion, though very plav-
fitle, is contradiGed by experience. It js
#rue that many Celtic words, as well as cuf-
toms, are found in thefe iflands; but the
great intercourfe which «the Hebrides had™
'vpirl}\thc Danes, the Norwegians, and other
northeri people, wholc language is mixed
awith Sclavonian and Teutonic, the latter
of which has no affimity with the Celtic,
has rendered their language a compound ;
fo that it approaches in no degree to the pu-
1ity of the Celtic, commonly called Eide,
which was (poken by their neighboursin
Lochabag and the oppofite coafls of Scot-
land,, the undoubted defcendants of the
Celtg, among whom their language remains
fnore unmixed, — o
There is very little difference ia the gli-
mate of thefe iflands, the air being keen,
piercing, and falnbrious ; {o that many of
the natives dive o a great age, In the Shet-
land and Orkney iflands they fee to read at
midnight in Jupe and July ; and during
four of the fummer months they have fre-
quent communications, both for bufinefs
and curiofity, with each other. The reft
of the year, however, they are almoft inac-
ceffible,
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ceflible, through fogs, darknefs, and ftorms.
It is a curious faét, that in May, 1689, a
Scottifh fifherman was imprifoned in the
capital of the Orkney iflands, for pub-
lithing the account of the Princeand Prin-
cefs of Orange being raifed to the Britgh
Throne thé preceding November ; and he
would probably have been hanged, as a po«
litical impoftor, had not the news been

confirmed by the arrival of a fhip.
1t does not appear from hiftory, to whom
the Shetland and Orkney iflands were fub-
jeét before the clofe of the eleventh cen-
tury ; but they were conquered by the
Normans in 10gg, fome years after the re-
duétion of England by William the Con-
querni. In the year 1263, they were in the
pofleflion of Magnus of Norway, who fold
them to Alexander, king of Scots, ahd he
gave them as fiefs to a nobleman of the
name of Speire. After this period, they
became fubje& to the crown of Denmark.
Chriftian 1. in the reign of James III. con-
veyed ghem in property to the crown of
Scotland, as a marriage portion with his
daughter Margaret, and all foture preten-
fions were entirely ceded on the mar-
riage
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riage of Jathes V1. of Scotland, with the
Princefs Anne, of Denmark.

It might be thought unpardoriable to give
an account of the Hebrides without menti-
oning the second fight, fof which the inha.
bifAngg are faid to be remarkable. It i
pretendedy that there fwims before then
eyes, either real or typical, reprefentation:
of certain events which are to happen
within the fpace of twenty-four or forty-
eight hours, The truth perhaps is, that
thofe highlanders by indulging themfelves
in indolent habits, acquire vifionary ideas ;
and thefe giving birth to extravagant phan.
toms, they miftake the latter for the refult
of fatidical or prophetic revelations. They
therefore begin to prophecy, and thesasbes
ing a great chance that amidft many thou.-
fands of prediftions, fome or other thould
happen to be fulfilled, one well-attefted in-
ftance of z{ccomplifhmcnt confers credit on
the general imputation. ] thall, however,
relate to vou one fact of this kind, which I
had myfelf from a reputable fchoolmafter on
the borders of the Highlands, when I vifited
that part of the couritry, and it is among the

moft
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moft remarkable inflances of the kind that

I have heard on the fubject.
Mr. M— went one eveping about fome

bufinefs into a {mall houfe adjoining his
own, where there happened to be an elderly
woman from Glenlion. On feeing him
enter fhe*uttered in the Gaélig language
fome expreflions which indicated {urprize ;
and fixing her eyes on his legs, exclaimed
with a look of aftonithment, Te chafs! ¢
chafs ! that is, ** yourleg, yourleg.,” He.
thought no more of the incident till next
night, when returning bome from a houfe
in the neighbourhood, a beetle was malicie
oufly thrown at him by a worthlefy perfon
who had formerly been his pupil, by which
gie pf his legs was fractured. Recolleéting
the mcxdcnt of the preceding cvening, he
was told by thefe who had been prefcnt on
that occafion, and underfiood the Erfe, that
one of bislegs appeared to the‘woman of
Glenlion to be broken and bloedy, and fhe
was aftonithed to {ec him walk in fuch 2
condition. I told this anecdote to the late
Dr. Samuel Johnfon, who withed he had
kaown it before the publication of his Tour
to the Hebrides,

The
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The inhabitants of the Hebrides, like the
Highlanders on the continent of Scotfand,
are a hardy and martial race of people ; and
had they come within the verge of Ho-
mer’s defeription in the ‘Iliad or Odyfley,
it s probable that many of thefe iflands
would hawe been no lefs diftinguithed by
their lordsor chieftains, than Ithaca by the
celebrated Ulyfles.

LETTER



76 LETTERS OF A THAYRLLER,

e ——
LETTER IX.

I COME now to the continent of Scot-
land, a country celebrated both for the
martial atchievements of its inhabitants,
and the genius of many of its writers. The
2ir of Scotland i more temperate than
could be expefted in fo northerly a elurate.
This arifes partly from the variely of its
hllls, vallies, rivers, and lakes? but
il more, as in England, from the vicinity
of the fca, which affords thofe warm breezes
that not only foften the natural keennefs of
the air, but by keeping it in perpetual agi-
tation, renders it pure and healthful, The
foil in general is not {o fertile as that of
England ; and, in many places, lefs fitted
for agriculture than for pafture. Yet there
are particular plains and vallies of the moft
luxuriant fertility ; and the whole of the

caftern
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eaftern coaft, for many miles vp the coun-
try, is abundantly fertile.

Scotland contains feveral capital rivers,
fuch as the Forth, the Tay, the Spey, the
Tweed, and the Clyde ; with many of an
nferior fort, well provided with falmon,
trout, amd other fithes, which equally en-
rich and beautify the countrv, Its princi-
pal mountains are the Grampian Hills,
which run from eaft to welt, almoft the
whole breadth of the kingdom. Two other
chains of mountains, towards the fouth, run
in the fame dire€tion; befides which, |
may mentipn the Cheviot or Tiviot Hills,
on the porders of England.

Thg face of Scotland 1s agreeably diverfi-
fied by a charming intermixture of nafural
objects. The great inequalities of the
ground, in many parts, though unfavour-
able to the labours of the hufbandman, are
particularly pleafing to a traveller, and af-
ford thofe delightful fituations for country-~
houfes, of which many of the Scottith no-
bility and gentry have fo judicioufly availed
themfelves.

I do not exaggerate when I aflure you,

that Scotland contains a greater number of
ancient
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ancient caftles and noble edifices: than are
commonly to be,met with incountries of an
equal extent. This is owing not only to
the general tafte of the nobility and gentry,
but to the cheapnefs of the meterials for
building ;, by which their paﬂim:dfgr,z'rchi-
teCture may be gratified at a mod®rate ex-
pence. Many of thefe feats are embellithed
with beautiful pleafure-grounds, where art
and nature feem to have vied in the pro-
dultion of agreeable profpeés. To form
an adequate idea of thofe fcenes, you muft
vifit Dunkeld, and Blair-in Athol, the refi-
dence of the Duke of that name; but you
will find all the charms of local be?u’t'y yet
more happily united, fome miles towards
thesw-cft, where Taymouth, the incompa-
rable feit of the Earl of Breadalbane, dif
plays all her attraétions to the view. Ver-
bal defcription can but faintly exprefs the
delightful affemblage of obje&s by which
this place 1s diftinguithed. Hill and valley,
wood and water, form the general inter-
mixture of topographical variegation ; but
here the effe@ of them is enhanced with
peculiar felicity. The pofition and fhape
of the hills are pot only highly advantage-

ous,
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ous, but theyare ornamented with natural
rocks, pifturefque both in form and fitua-
tion, and adorned with hermitages, or
ruins, or towers, or traces of antiquity,
that afford the moft pleafing profpeéts.
The wjlies are ftretched in an ¢xpanfe fo
agrcc:}@ﬂ'omantic, that for a juft reprefen-
tation of them I refer toyour own concep-
tions, of the celebrated Tempe. The
troods are delightfully mixed in variety as
well as arrangement ; and the niver Tay,
befides the profpeét of a beautiful lake, pro-
ceeds in fuch meanders as {feem to have
béen accommodated by nature to the per-
fe&tion of a landfcape. To all thefe circum-
cumftamces let me add, the temples and
cafcades, the walks, the terraces, and vhre
nutting-paths, which in extent, variety,
and beauty, furpafs all I ever met with in
travelling.

You have heard, perhaps, of the Maiden,
an inftrument of decapitatioh, introduced
into Scotland by the Farl of Morton, who
was himfelf the firlt who fuffered by it; and
you are fufficiently well acquainted with
the Guillotine, which difgraces the annals

of France; but I queftion whether you
ever
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ever have been informed of a fimilar ine
ftrument, called the Lochabar Axe. This
I have feen where it is depofited, in the pe-
netralia of Taymouth, It was employed
for extirpating® the clan of M‘Gregors,
whofe outrages rendered them univerfally
fo obnoxious to goverument, that thofe
among them who wifhed toavoid a capital
punifhment, were obliged to c}}angc
their name ; which, 1 have been told, was

not, till lately, revived in the country.
Scotland abounded anciently with mag-
nificent Gothic cathedrals, and other reli-
gious edifices, but they were mpftly deme-
Tithed by the fury of the mobs at the” time
of the reformation. The Carthufign Ab-
begat Perth, which was alfo a royal refi-
dence, and where James 1, was murdered,
1s celebrated for the grandeur of its archi-
te&ture. The cathedrals of Elgin in Mur-
ray, Dunkeld, Dumfermline, Kelfo, Mel-
sore, Jedburg, and others, with the Gothic
Chapel at Roflin, about four miles from
Edinburgh, are beheld with veneration and
pleafure by every traveller.  Many of thofe
cdifices were founded by King David, who
was remarkable for his piety and liberality
1
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to religious inftitutions; but the fruéure
laft mentioned was founded towards the
middle of the fifteenth century by William
St. Clair, Prince of Orkney, and Duke of
Oldenburg. Exclufive of romantic fituation,
it g confefledly one of the moft curious
pieces dworkmanthip in Europe.

The palaces of the Scottith kings, in ge-
neral, were likewife magnificent buildings.
That of Dumfermline, the 1efidence of the
famous king Malcolm, has long been in
ruins ; but there {ill exifts, clofe by it, a
memorial of celebrated royalty. Under the
pulpit of the ancient cathedral, are interred
the “remains of the great King Robert
Bruce, whofe heart, at his own defire, was
carried at his death to Jerufalem. The.ga.
lace of Scone, where the kings of Scotland
were ufually crowned, is diftingufhed by
an elegant fimplicity ; while that of Falk.
land exhibits a magnificence correfponding
to the dignity of a crown ; and.the palace
of Linlithgow, the favourite refort of
James V. has been the admiration of fubfe-~
quent ages for the beauty of its ar¢hitec,

ture,
G Edin-
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Edinburgh, fince the addition of the new
town, may be regarded as one of the hand-
fomeft cities in Europe ; and the new Uni-
werfity, when completed, will be a ftruture
proportionably noble.  Between the old
and new town, lies a narrow bottom®or
vale, at the weft end of which e caftle,
fitnated on' a folid rock, near two hundred
fect high, looks down with awful magnifi-
cence s and the eaftern cxtremi'ty is bound-
cd by a, lofty bridge, the middle arch of
which is ninety feet high ; erefted for the
purpofe of joining the new buildings to the
city, and of rendering the defcent on_each
fide.the vale more commodious.

Facing the caftle, at the diftance of a
mite, ftands the palace of Hotyrood-Houfe,
commonly called the Abbey. It is a quad-
rangular building, of magnificent architec-
ture, begun by ]'1mea V. and finithed by
Cﬁarles I Round the qundranrr'lc runs an
arcadc, adorned with pilafters; and the
ifide contains noble apartments, NOW occu-
Elea b different noblemen. The chapel

elongmg to this paiacc wag an elegant
F;eqc of Gothic architefture. Ithada very
ofty roof, and two ftorie galleries, fupport-

ed
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ed by curious pillars. The infide was de-
molithed and rifled of all its rich ornaments
by the fury of the mob at the Revolution,
They even broke into the repofitories of the
dead, and difcovered a vault, till then not
gengrally knawn, which contamcd the bo-
dies or\lamcs V. his firft queen, and
Henry Darnley. The walls and roof of
this beautiful chapel gave way and fell
down in 1768, occafioned by the enor-
mous weight of a new f{tone roof, laid over
it fome years before, which the walls were
unable to fupport.

-The hofpital founded by George Heriot,
goldfinith to James VI. for the cducation
of poor children belonging to the citi-
zens of Edinburgh, is fituated fouth-wel
of the caftle. It was planned by Inigo Jones,
who went to Scotland as archite& to Queen
Anne, wife of James VI. and is the fineft
fpecimen which he has left us of his Go-
thic manner,

Befides the Univerfity of Edinburgh,
there are in Scotland three others, which
are thofe of St. Andrew’s, Aberdeen, and
Glafgow. Even before the time of Charle-
magne, the Scots began to be fignalized by

G:2 their
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their literary purfuits 3 and of their fuc.
cefsful progrefs we meet with ample docu-
ments in the writings of Adamnarus, and
other authors, who were nearly contempo-
rary with the pefiod of the Nosrman Inva-
fion. Barbour, a Scottith poet, is, cele-
brated even prior to the time of £naucer ;
and the Latin ftyle of Buchanan's hiftory is
hitherto regarded as one of the moft clafiical
of modern produétions. Indeed, claffical
learning feems to have been more cultivated
cven at the court of Scotland than at any
other in Europe ; as appears from the letters
of the Scottith kings to the neighbouring
princes, which are incomparably the moft
¢legant compofitions of the times in, which
theyr-were written.

The difcovery of the logarithms, fo ufe-
ful in the fcience of navigation, will ever
render the name of Napier of Merchef-
tone one of the moft confpictious in the
cataloguc of memorable inventors. In ma-
thematicel fciences, Keil, Gregory, Mac-
laurin, Simfon, and Stuart, are particularly
eminent ; while in philofophy, hiftory, and
the belles-lettres, feveral natives of Scatland

have
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have fhone likewife with diftinguifhed
luftre.

So numerous ate the Roman and other
antiquities found in Scotl.and, that a mi-
nute account of them might extend to
mahw yolumes. The moft remagkable for
extent 1> the Roman Wall, called by
the people of the country Graham’s Dyke,
but by othérs named theWall of Antoninus,
under whofe direftion it was completed,
though firft marked out by Agricola. It
ftretched the whole way from the Clyde to
the Forth, croffing the country in the nar-
roweft part. The courfe of it is ftill dif-
cernible, but the ftrufture has long fince
vaniflred, with the neceflity of its conti-
nuance.

Near the weftern extremity of this wall,
at Duntocken, fome labourers, in digging a
trench on the declivity of a hill, upon
which ate ‘feen the remains of a Roman
fort, turned up feveral uncommon tiles,
which led to the difcovery of a fubter-
raneous building. The tiles are of various
fizes, the fmalleft being feven, and the
largeft twenty-one inches fquare., They

are from two to three inches in thicknefs,
of
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of a reddifh colour, and in good preferva-
tion. The fmaller tiles compofed feveral
rows of pillars, which form a labyrinth
of paflages about eighteen inches {quare ;
and the larger uiles being laid over the
whole, ferved as a roof to the f Hure.
The building is furrounded by a wall of
hewn ftone. From the bones and teeth of
animals, with a footy kind of earth found
in the paflages, fome have conjeftured that
this building ferved as a hot-bed for the ufe
of the neighbouring garrifon. '

One of the moft entire and beft preferved
of any Roman antiquity in Nofth-Britain,
is fituated at Ardoch in Perththire! It has
‘ﬁﬂ\;c rows of ditches and fix rampart§ on the
touth fide 5 and of the four gates which led
into the area, three of them, viz. the pra-
toria, decumana, and dextra, are {hill very
diftinét.

Upon the banks of the river Carron, in
Stirlingfhire, there ftood « Roman temple,
or building, in the forin of thé Pantheon
at Rome, "bot which has lately been demo-
lifhed by its Gothic proprietor, fot'the pur-
pofe’ of mending a mill-pond. Tts height
was twenty-two fect, and its €xtérnal cir-

cumference
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cumference at the bafe eighty-cight feet ;
fo that upon the whole it was onc of the
moft complete Roman antiqumities in the
world. As it ftood near the northern boun-
dary of the Roman empire in Britain, it is
theught to have been built by Agricola, or
fome ofhis fucceffors, as a tcmple to the
god Terminus. Near it are fome artificial
concealments of earth, bearing ftill the
name of Dunipace, or Duni pacis ; which
feem to confirm that there wis a kind of
folemn compromife betwecn the Romans
and the Caledonians, that the former Thould
flot attempt to extend their empire beyond
thofe lumits.

 Bysinfcriptions found on ftones near the
wall, we are made acquainted with. #he
names of the legions that built it, and the
particular departments of each. The re-
mains of Roman highways are frequent in
the fouthetn parts of Scotland.

Near Auchterarder, in Perthfhire, there
1s a barrow, refembling the figure of a thip,
with the keel uppermoft. It appears to be
of remote antiquity, and is the moft beau-
tiful of the kind I have ever feen. Asit

lies not many miles diftant from the fcene
of
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of Agricola’s operations, there may be roomn
for conjefturing that it was erefted to the
memory of fome Britith prince, who aéted
as auxiliary to the Romans.
Therc are in Scotland fome buildings of
a very exsraordinary conftruétion, gad Tup-
pofed to be of Pidith origin, tﬁ)a:l their
ftanding within the dominions of that peo-
ple. One of thefe is at Brechin in Angus,
and the other at Abernethy in Perthfhire.
Both of them are columns, hollow in the
infide. That of Brechin is the moft en-
tife. It is covered at the top with a {piral
roof of ftone, and has three of four win-
dows above the cornice. It confifts of fixty
regular courfcs of hewn ftone, laid’ circu-
[Ty, and regularly tapering towards the
top. Upon it are fome fculptures; denoting
it to be of Chriftian origin ; but thefe, per-
haps, are of a later date than the building.
At a place called Aberlemno, near Bre-
¢hin, there are ftill to be {een four or. five
ancient obelitks, called the Danith ftones of
Aberlemno. They have been ereéted to
commemorate the viftories of the Scots
over that people ; and are adorned with
bas-
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bas-reliefs of men on horfeback, with ma-
ny emblematical figures and hieroglyphics.

But there ftands near the town of Forras
in Murray, 2 column, which furpaffes al}
others in grandeur. It rifes about twenty-
three Fect in height above the ggound, and
is faid to reach about twelve or fifteen feet
below ; fo that the whole height is at leaft
thirty-five feet, and its breadth near five.
It 1s all one entire ftone. Many figures in
relievo have been carved upon it, fome of
which are ftill vifible ; but the injury of
the weather has much affefted thofe of the
ﬂpper part. ltis probable that this monu-
ment was erected an commemoration of the
final éxpulfion of the Danes out of Murray,
where they occupied their laft fettlemeht
in Scotland, after the great defeat they
had received from the celebrated King
Malcolm.

At Sand.wick, in Rofs-thire, is likewife a
noble ancient monument, {urrounded at the
bafe with large well-cut flag ftones, formed
like fteps. Both fides of the column are
enriched with a vanety of fculpture ; among

which is a {umptuous crofs, with a figure
of
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of St. .Andrew bn each hand, and the repre<
fentation of rhagy birds and animals.

‘The ruins of the cathedral of Elginfiil,
exhibit a remarkable grandeur in their ap-
pearance, ‘The weft door in particular is
highly orpamented, and there is much ele-
gancenn the fculpture.

Among the remains of ancient caftles de-
ferves to be mentioned that of Keldrummy,
in the north of Scotland. It was formerly
a place of great ftrength and magnificence,
and ofien reforted to, as an afylum, by noble
families, in times of civil wars, Inverugie
Caftle, the ancient {eat of the Earl Mar-
thals of Scotland, fitvated on a fteep rock
upon the bank of a river, is a large ard lofty
pite. The front is terminated by two high
towers, which, even in their decaying
fate, give the building an air of much
grandeur and antiquity.

LETTER
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LETTER X

1[ NEED not inform you that the tranfi~
tion from North to South Britain, is imper-
ceptible to a traveller, unlefs he crofies the
river Tweed, which feparates the two
countries only for fome miles towards the
ealt. ,In other parts they are contiguous
along an extenfive frontier 3 and they {feem
not more happily adapted to form gne
united kingdom, by gcographical fituatiaa,
than by the habits, commercial intercourfe,
and intcrefts of each.

If we dntered Scotland with emotions of
triumph, on account of its civilization
and ancient celebrity, we fhall find the
fame reafon to congratulate ourfelves an
our arrival in England, where arts and
arms have long been cultivated with pecu-
liar fuccefs, and the glory of her military

atchievements
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atchievements is diminifhed only by the
facility with which the repeatedly fubmitted
to the yoke of foreign powers. But let us
draw a veil over tranfaltions the apparent
incongruity of which was alleviated by the
circumitagces of the times.  She has, 4hce
the laf® of thefc conquefts, difplayed fuch
feats of valour, as will ever throw luftre on
her annals.

In refpeét of the temperature of the air,
pethaps no country in the world is, upon
the whole, preferable to England. But it
15 peculiarly expofed to fudden viciflitudes
of thec weather ; and the fuccefhon of the
different feafons is in moft years veey irre--
gular. Its infular fituation fubjedls iteto all
th variety of winds that agitate the facc of
the furrounding ocean ; while to compen-
fate this difadvantage, not a current of air
can blow from any point of the compafs,
in which many of her ports are not open
to the benefirs of commerce. The nu-
merous canals made within the fpace of
half a centtry, have extended her internal
navigation to an aftontthing degree ; and fo
great are the improvements in agriculture
and manufaétures, that the profperity of

her
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her traffic is unrivalied in every quarter of
the globe.

The Rivers in England add greatly to its
beauty as well as its opulence. The chief
of thefe are the Thames,’the Medway, the
Teept, the Oufe, and the Tyne. There
are here but few lakes ; though it is.evident
from hiftory, and indeed, in fome places
from the face of the country, that meres
and feos have been frequent in England,
till drained and converted into arable land.
Though moft parts of the country are full
of delightful rifing grounds, yet it contains
few mouptains. The moft noted are the
Peak in Derbyfhire, the Endle in Lanca-
thire, the Wolds in Yorkthire, the Cheviot
Hills on the borders of Scotland, the Chiltgrn
m Bucks, Malvern in Worcefterfhire, EIf-
wold in Gloucefterthire, and the Wreken
in Shropfhire ; to which may be added,
thofe of Phalimmon and Snowdon in Wales.
In general, however, Wales and the nor-
thern parts may be termed mountainous,

In ancient 1imes England contained large
woods, if not forefts, of chelnut trees,
which exceeded all other kinds of timber
for the purpofes of building, a5 appears from

many
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many houfes ftill ftanding, in which the-
chefnut beams and roofs remain undecayed,
though fome of them are above fix hundred
years old, The firft Norman Kings, partly
for political purpdies, and partly fram the
wantonnefs of power, converted immgafc
tra&ts of °'round into forefts, for the beheht
of hunrmg The number of thefe amounted
at one time to no lefs than fixty-nine ; but
by degrees they have all been disforefted ex-
cepting four, which are thofe of Windfor,
New Foreft, thec Foreft of Dean, 2nd Sher-
waod Forefl.

Among the minerals in this coyntry, the
tin mines in Cornwall defervedly take the
lead. They wereknown to the Grecky and
Phnicraus, the latter efpecially, fome ages
before that of the Chriftian ara.

London, the capital of the Britith Em-
pire is of great antiquity. It appears to
have been founded between th¢ reigns of
Julius Ceefar and Nero, but by wham is wn-
certain, It was firft walled about with
hewn f{toney and Britith bricks, by Conftan-
tine the Great ;3 and the ‘walls formed an
oblong fquargy in compafs about three
miles, with {even principtbgates. London

15
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is now the emporiuin of commiercey and
enjoys, by means of the river Thames, on
which it 1s fituated, all the benefits of navi«
gation, without the danger of being fur~
prifed by foreign fleets. Of the extent of
thissgity, Weftminfter included, an idea
may be formed from the number of edifices
devoged to the fervice of religion. Of
thefe, befides Stv Paul's Cathedral, and the
collegiate Church of Weftminfter, there are
a hundred and two parith churches, and
about feventy chapels of the eftablifhed re-
ligion, exclufive of a vaft number of cha-
ptls appropriated to the ufe of foreign-
ers, and independent meetings of various

kindsa
The Cathedral of St. Paul’s is, beyond
doubt, the moft capacious, magnificent,
and regular proteftant church in the World
Tt is built, you know, upon the model of
St. Petet’s,'ut-Rome, but greatly inferior
in extent 3 the whole length of this cathe-
dral meafuring no more than the breadth of
the latter. The length within the walls is
five-hundted feet ; and its height from the
marble pavement to the crofs, on the top
of the cupola, is three-hundred and forty.
' The
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The expence of re-building if, after
the fire of London, was defrayed by a
duty on coals, and is computed at a
miflion fterling. Monuments to eminent
perfons are now begun to be ere&ed in this
Cathedral‘; and it has likewife bcem}‘rc-
cently decorated with the trophies of naval
viftories, obtained over owr different ene-
mies, in the laft three memorable engage-
ments.

Weftminfter-Abbey, or the collegiate
ehurch of Weftminfter, is a venerable pile
of building, in the Gothic rafte. It was
originally ereéted by Edward the Confeffor.
King Edward .11l rebuilt it from the
ground ; and to the eaft end of it was added
by Henry VII. a fine chapel, in which is the
burying-place of the Royal-Family. The
walls of this abbey are now almoft entirely
occupied with the accumulated monuments
of perfons either high in rank, or cecle-
brated for extraordinary aions in arts or
arms.

Weftminfler-hall, though it difplays no
grandeur of appearance without, is a 1obla
Gathic building, two hundred and twenty
feet long, and feventy broad. Itis fuppofed

to
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to be the largeft room in the world, the
roof of which is not {upported by pillars.

The ftately column, called the mony-
ment of London, ereéted at the charge of
the city, to perpetuate the'memory of the
greay fire in 1666, is worthy of attention.
1t is of the Doric order, two hundred and
two feet in height, with a flairoafe in the
middle to afcend to the balcony; whernce
there are other fteps leading thirty feet
higher, to the {ummit, which terminatés in
the form of an urn, with a flame ifluing
from it. On the bafe of the monument next
- the ftreet, the deftruétion of the city, and the
relief giyen to the fufferers by Charles II.
and hig brother, are emblematically repre-
fented in bas-relief.

When fuch monuments are erefted for
the purpofe of mere commemoration, what
may not be expefted from thofe which are
deftined to public utility? Of this kind are
the three noble bridges over the Thames;
thofe of Loondon, Weftminfter, and Black~-
friars. The firft was built about the middle
of the twelfth century in the reign of Henry
II. by a tax laid upon wool, which in
courfe of time gave rife to an erroneous

H idea
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idea that it was founded upon wool-packs.
Tt has nineteen arches, each about twenty
feet wide, but the centre one 1s confiderably
larger.

Weftminfter-Bridee is reckoned one of
the moft, elcgant ftruétures of the kind.
It ftands at a place where theriveris twelve
hundred and rwenty-three feet broad, which
1s about three hundred feet more than at
London-bridge. On cach fide is a fine balui-
trade of ftone, with places of fhelter from
the rain. It confifts of thirteen large, and
two {mall arches, all femicircular ; that in
the centre being feventy-fix feet wide, aud
the reft decreafing four fect cach from
the other. This ftruéture was begun in
1738, and completed in 1750, at the ex-
pence of three hundred and cighty-nine
thoufand pounds, defrayed by the parlia-
m nt,

Black-friars-bridge, in point of workman-
fhip is not inferior to that of Weftminfter ;
hut the iiruation of the ground on the two
thores., obliged the archite to employ ellip-
tical arches. This bridge was begun in
1760, and fnilhed in ten years, at the ex-
peaice of avout a hundred and fifty-three

thoufand
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thoufand pounds, to be difcharged by a toll
upon the paffengers, which is now taken

off.
Eaftward of the monument, at the dif~

tance of almoft half a mile, ftands the Tower
of Lqudon, which was anciently a royal
palace, and has been for many ages the for-
trefs of the city, It is fuppofed to have
been originally built by William the Con-
queror, about the year 1076, when 1t cone
filted only of that part called the White
Tower, which was new builtin 1637, and
1633. A great number of other buildings
have been fince added. Here are now a
church, the offices of ordnance and of the
inint ; jthofe of the keepers of the records;
of the jewel office, the Spanith armoury,
the horfe-armoury, and the new or {mall
armoury ;3 with barracks for the foldiers of
the garrilon, and handfome houfes for fe-
veral officers who refide here. In 1098,
King William Rufus furrounded the Tower
with walls, and a deep ditch, in fome places
a bundred and twenty feet wide ; but on
the weft fide it is narrow. In this quarter
is the principal entrance, by two gates, one
within the other ; both large enough to ad-

H:2 mit
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mit coaches, and parted by a bridge, buile
over the ditch, In a part of the Tower,
feveral lions, and other foreign animals are
conftantly kept for the gratification of the
curious, at the expence of the crown.

Tower-hill has been lately embellethed
with an elegant building, called the Tri-
nity-Houfe, for the accommodation of the
Trinity-companyat their meetings: a Com-
pany which, confidered both in a commer-
cial and nautical point of view, is of great
utility to the public.

Among the late decorations of the capital
152 noble pile of buildings, erefted at the
public expence, in the Strand, where for-
merly ftood Somerfet-houfe. Thismagni-
ficent cdifice is appropriated to public of-
fices, and affords likewife elegant apart-
ments for the ufe of the Royal Society, the
Royal Academy of Painting and Sculpture,
and the Society of Antiquaries!

I thould exhaufl your patience were I to
defcribe to you all that is remarkable in
this celebrated capital, pertaining etther to
the purpofes of government, thofe of great
cormercial companies, or of private indi-
viduals ; and fhall therefore mention only

one



LET. X.} ENGLAND. 101

one more ftrufture, but fuch a one
as unites {cientific improvement with na.
tional grandeur; I mean the Britith Mu.-
feun, depofited in a noble edifice, which
had been built by the Duke of Montague
for Bis town refidence. Sir Harls Sloane,
who died in 1753, may not improperly be
called the founder of this vaft treafure of
curiofities, which, with his valuable library,
he left to the public, on condition that the
parliament would pay to his executors twen-
ty thoufand pounds, about a third part only
of the fum which the vrhole had coft him.
To this colletion were added the Cottonian
Library § the Harleian Manufcripts, collect-
ed by the Oxford family, and purchafed
likewife by the Parliament, and a colle&ion
of books, the property formerly of Dr.
Mead. His late majefty was gracioufly
pleafed to eqrich the repofitory further, by
a donation of the royal libraries of books
and manufcripts colleCted by the feveral
kings of England. The catalogue of the
whole of this vaft colleftion occupics a
number of large volumes.
In the royal library juft now mentioned,
15 the moft ancient manufcript of the Old
and
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and New Teftament that 1s extant. It is
written in Greek, on parchment, and cal-
led the Alexandrine manufcript, from the
place where it was found. This valuable
piece of antiquity was fent in the year 1628
to King Charles 1. a prefent from Cytillus
Lucaris, then patriarch of Conftantinople.
An account of it is written in Latin, at the
beginning of the firft volume by the donor,
importing that it was the work of Thecla,
an Egyptian lady of quality, who lived
about the time of the council of Nice. It
is probable that this manufeript was written
before the year 396 ; for, excepe the Evan-
gelifts, none of the books of this New Tef-
tament are divided into chapters, that cuf-
tom not having becn introduced till the
above period. We may therefore conclude,
thefe manufcripts to be upwards of fourteen
hundred years old. The gofpel according
to Matthew is moftly wanting. A beauti-
ful fac-fimile of this celehrated manufcript
was publithed a few years ago.

I had the curiofity to examine fomc of
the poetical manufcripts n the Mufeum,
among which I found a fhort Latin poem,
written by John Seward, in the time of

Henry
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Henry V. who conquered Charles VI. of
France 3 with which, and a tranflation of
of it, I thall clofe my prefent letter.

dte per extremam Tunain, fighofoue Triones,
f{‘jier arestem Lybiam, fupierate calores

Solis, 83 avcanos Nili deprendite fontes,
H.-zrmfengw Sinwm, Bacehi tranfenrrite metas ;
Angli juris erit quscquid comipilcGiitur orbis.
Anglis rubra dabunt pratiofas aquora conchas,
Indus ebur, ramos Panchaia, vellera Seres,
Dium viger Henricus, dum nofter vivir Ackilles.
ER ctenim landes longe tranfgreffus avitas.

G, where the {treams of utmoft Tanais roll,
Where enidlefs winter reigns around the pole ;
Go, where the fands of {corched Lybia glow,
Andthidden fources of the Nilus flow :

In glonous conqueft, prefs beyond the bounds
Where Fame the deeds of ancient heroes founds :
To Iingland’s empire fhall the nation’s bend,-"
Far as the limits of the world extend.

To her thet fea, on Egypt’s eaftern fhores, -
Shall pay the tribute of its pearly ftores,
Arabia fpices, India ivory, yield,

And Cathay, golden flecces from each field ,
While Henry lives, while our Achilles’ name
Shines forth tranfcendent in the lift of fame.

LETTER
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LETTER XL

]IT is probable that civilization was in-
troduced into England by the Romans
and there is no doubt but the Latin Lan-
guage was cultivated in this country while
it continued to be a province of that emse
pire. The night of darknefs, which fuc-
ceeded the extinétion of the Roman power,
involved England with the other nations
in the general wreck of learning ; but this
country was among the firft to dd'pcl the ob-
"feurity ; and fo early as the ninth century,
an attempt towards the reftoration of {ci-
encc amudft all the obftrutions arifing from
FjBarbfmfm, was made by the great King Al-
fred. Heit was who firft inflituted the {e-
minary which has fince encreafed to the
famous Univerfity of Oxford; and Cam-
bridge, in a fubfequent period, claims like-

wife
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wife the diftinguithed honours of literary
renown. I forbear giving any account
of thefe Univerfities, as the {fubje& would
prove too copious for my prefent defign ;
and thall proceed to take a fuccinét view of
the "antiquities found in England. Thefe
are of different periods, correfponding ta.
thofe of the particular people, who, for the
time, were mafters of the country s and
may be divided into Britith, Roman, Sax-
on, Danifth, and Normanic.

The chief Britifh antiquities, like thofe
of moft other nations, arc fuch as have a
conneétion with the religious inftitutions of
the early inhabitants of the country. They
confitt of circles of ftones, which were pro-
bably places of worfhip in the times of the
Druids. The moft celebrated of thofe is
that called Stonehenge, which is fituated
on Salifbury Plain, fix miles north of the
city of that name, in Wiltthire. It is @
pile of huge ftones, concerning the origin,
ufe, and ftrufture of which, antiquaries are
much divided in opinion. The name Srone-
benge is purely Saxon, and fignifies hang-
ing-flones, or a flone gallows. It probably
alludes to the difpofition of {everal of the

ftones
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ftones of which this extraordinary fabric
confifts. Some, however, céujeture the
name to be Stonbengeff, and fuppole the
ftoncstobe a monument erefted by Ambro-
fius, a Britith King, in memory of the Bri-
tons flain,at or near this place, by Hengift
the Saxon. But Dr, Stukely, who has
written a learncd treatife on this piece of an-
tiquity, endeavoursto thew that the original
namc of Stone-henge was fmbres, whence
he fuppofes the ancient town of Ambrel-
bury to have been denominated. The an-
cient Britons called it Choir-gaur, which
Dr. Stukcly is of opinion fignifies the great
church, or cathedral. The Cheir-gaur
of the ancient Britons was by the monks
Latinized Chorea Gigantum, or the Grant’s
Dance, a name fuited to the fuperftitious

notions they entertained of ats ftruéture.
Stone-henge confifts of the remaing of
two circular and two oval rangcé of rough
ftones, having one common centre, The
outer circle 15 a hundred and eight feet 1n
diameter, and when entire, confifted of
* thirty upright ftones, fcventeen of which are
yet flanding, aad feven more lying upon
the ground, either whole or in pieces. The
upright
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upright flones are fram eightecn to twenty
fect high, fiom fix to feven feel broad, and
about three fect thick. Being placed at the
diftance of about three feet and a half from
one another, they are conneéted at top ’c;y
im'pofts, or ftoucs laid acrofs, with tenons
fitted to mortifcs in the uprights. Of the
impofts, or ctol~-ftones, fix are yet {tand-
ing, each of whih 15 feven feet long, and
about three fect and a half thick. The up-
right ftones have been wrought a little with
a chiffel, and are {omething tapered to-
ward- the top, but .the impofts are quite
plain.  All the uprights are fixed in a kind
of lockets, dug in a chalky foil, with {mall
flin rammed between the ftone and the
focket.

‘The inncr circle, which never had any
mmpofls, 15 a little more than eight feet
frem the infide of the outward one, and
confifted originally of forty ftones, the ge-
neral proportions of which are half the di-
menfions of the above-mentioned uprights
every way. Of the forty ftoncs which ori-
ginally compofed this circle, about nine-
teen remain, and of thefe only eleven are
ftanding. The fpace between the two cir-

cles
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cles is three hundred feet in circumference,
and from this fpot the ftrufture has an aw-
ful effeft on the beholders.

At the diftancg of about nine feet from
the inner circle, is the outer oval range,
which is @ippofed to be the principal part
of the work, and by moft writers is
called the Cell, or the Adytum. The ftones
that compofe it are ftupendous, fome of
them meafuging thirty feet in height. This
range confifts of five compages, or trih-
thons, as they are {ometimes called, being
formed of two uprights, with an impoft at
top, like the outer circle ; and of thefe com-
pages three arc entire, but two fomewhat
decayed. The inner oval is compofed of
twenty ftones, cach about fix feet high;
and near the eaftern extremity of this oval,
15 a ftone of coarfe blue marble, about fix-
teen feet long, and four broad, which lies
flat upon the ground, is fomewhat prefled
into it, and fuppofed to have been an altar.

This work is enclofed by a deep trench,
near thirty feet broad, and upwards of a
hundred feet from the outer circle, Over
this trench are three entrances, the moft
¢onfiderable of which faces the north-eaft.

At
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At each entrance, on the outfide of the
trench, there feems to have been two huge
flones fet up in the manner of a gate; and
parallel to thefe, on the infide, two other
ftones, of a fmaller fize. ‘T’he whole num=
ber.of {tones originally compofing this ftruc-
ture, is computed to be exatly 2 hundred
and forty.

The rude magnitude of Stone-henge has
rendered it the admiration of all ages ; and
the ufe and origin of this wotk has been
the fubjeé of wvarious conje€tures. The
opiuion moft generally received however is,
that it was a temple of the Druids, built, as
Dr. Stukeley thinks, before the Belgz came
nto ﬁf-itain, and not long after Cambyfes
invaded Egypt, where that Prince commit-
ted fuch horrid outrages among the priefts
and inhabitants in general, that they dif-
perfed themfelves into all quarters of the
world, when fome of them, it js imagined,
arrived in Britain.

The heads, of oxen, deer, and various
animals, with wood-athes, and other appa-
rent relics of facrifices, have been dug up
in and about thefe ruins. Around them is
alfo a great number of barrows, or monu-

mental
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mental heaps of earth thrown up in the
form of a bell, and each enclofed with a
trench, from a hundred and five, to a hun-
dred and feventy feet in diameter. The
Barrows extend tb 2 confiderable diftance,
but are all fo placed, as to be {een
from the fuppofed temple. In fuch bar.
rows as have been opened, fkeletons, or
the remains of burnt bones have been
found. Iu one of them was an urn, con-
taining athed, fome bones, and other fub-
ftances, which the funcral pile had not con-
fumed.

Upon the whole, the moft probable cons
je&ture is, that Stone-henge has been a
temple iy fome renlote period ; arfd._anti-
quaries muft ever regret, that a table of
tin, with an infeription, which was difco-
C{J'vcrcd here in the reign of Henry VIIL
and might probably have confirmed “this
opinion, thould not be preferved. But as
the cliarafers were not underftood by fuch
as were confulted upon the occafion, the
piate was deftroyed, or at leaft thrown by
and loft.

Monuments of the fame kind are to be
met with in many parts of England, as

well
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well ag in Scotland and the Ifles ; parti-
cularly in Anglefey, which appears to have
been the laft afylum of Druidical fuperiti-
tion in the weft.

Of the Roman antiquities in England,
the moft confpicuous are the veftiges of
roads, many of which ferve as foundations

to our prefent highways.. The remains of
Roman camps are difcernible in various
parts of the country. There 1s one in par-
ticular, very little defaced, near Dorchef-
ter, where likewife is a Roman amphithe-

atre ; but the moft amazing monument
ofthe Rogan power in England, 1s the
Wall of Severus, commonly called thePict’s
Wall., It begins at Tinmouth, on the eaf-
tern coaft, and running weftward through
Northumberland and Cumberland, termi-
nates in the Soleway Frith, a courfe of about
cighty miles in length. At furft, this pra-
tenture confifted only of ftakes and twf,
with a ditch ; but Severus built it with
{tone forts, and turrets at proper diftances ;
fo that intelligence could be {peedily com-
municated along the whole of its extent.
It was attended from onc end to the other
by a deep ditch, or vallum, on the north

fide,



1ia LETTERS OF & TRAVELLER.

fide, and on the fouth, a military highway.
In fome places, the wall, the vallum, and
the road, are plainly difcernible ; and the
latter has been cmployed as a founda-
fion for a modern work of the fame kind.
Other Roman antiquities in England con-
fift chleﬂy of altars, urns, and monumental
infcriptions ; and many private cabinets,
as well aspublic repofitories, contain a vait
pumber of Roman arms, coins, fibule,
and a variety of domeftic utenfils.

The Saxon antiquities in this country are
moftly thofe of ecclefiaftical edifices, and
places of firength. At Winchefter is
thewn the celebrated Round Table of King
Arthur, with the names of his kmcrhts The
antiquity of this relic 1s dniputcd by feveral
writers, but if not of Britifh, it 1s undoubt-
edly of Saxon origin, The cathedral of
Winchefter was ufed as the burying-place
of feveral Saxon kings. Many monuments
of Saxon antiquity prefent themfelves all
over the kingdom, though they are often
not to be diftinguithed from thofe of Nor-
man eretion ; and numerous Saxon char-
ters, figned by the king and his nobles,

with
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with a plain crofs, inftead of their names,
are to be met with in different parts.

The Danith ereftions, which arc alfo
numerous, are hardly difcernible from the
Saxon. The form of their'camps is circu-
lar, and they are generally built upon emi-
nences, but their forts are fquare.

All England abounds with monuments
built under the reign of princes of Norman
extraétion.

Wales, the refuge of the ancient Britons,
likewife difplays many antiquities. Scve-
ral of its caltles are ftupendoufly larges *and
in jome, the remains of Roman architefturc
are plainly.difcemible. Some appear to be
partly Britith and partly Roman. Among
other artificial curiofities, is King Offa’s
Dyke, which is faid to have been a boun-
dary between the Saxons and the Welch,
or Britons. Charphilly Caftle in Glamor-
ganfhire, is accounted the largeft in Great
Britain, next to Windfor; and the re-
mains of it thew that it has been likewife a
beautiful fabric. One half of a round tower
has fallen quite down, but the other over-

hangs its bafis more than nine feet, and is
I deemed
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deemed as great a curiofity as the leaning
tower of Pifa in Ttaly.

Among the natural curiofities in Wales,
I thall only mention the high mountain of
Penmanmawr, in Carnarvonfhire. Acrofs
the edge of 1t the public road is fo remark-
ably fituated, that it occafions no fmall ter-
ror to many travellers., On one hand, the
impending rock feems ready every minute
to cruth them to pieces; while the vaft
precipice below, which hangs over the
fea, 1s {o hideous, and till very lately, when
a wall was raifed on the fide of the road,
full of danger, that one falfe ftep would
have been produétive of fatal confgquence.

I have referved for the conclufior of my
letter an account of one of the greatett an-
tiquities in the world, and which now lies
depofited in the Univerfity of Oxford; I
mean the Parian Chronicle, otherwife
called the Arundelian marbles:

The Paiian Chronicle, engraved on a
marble tablet of confiderable extent, is fup-
pofed to have been written 264 years be-
fore the Chriftian =ra. In its perfe& ftate,
it contained a chronological detail of the

principal
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principal events of Greece, during a period
of 1318 years, beginning with Cecrops, be-
fore Chrift 1§32 years, and ending with
the archorfhip of -Diogngtus.  But the,
chronicle of th® laft ninety years is loft;
fo that the part now remaining ends at the
archonfthip of Diotimus, 354 years before
the birth of Chrift; and in this fragment
the infcription is at prefent fo much cor-
roded and effaced, that the fenfe can only
be difcovered by very learned and induftri-
ous antiquaries, or, perhaps more properly
fpeaking, fupplied by their cofijeftures.
The date of the Chronicle coincides with
the twenty-firft year of the reign of Pto-
lemy Bhiladeiphus in Egypt, the {plendid
age of the Poctarum Pleias, and the reign
in which chronologers ufually place the
Seventy Interpreters.

This Chronicle, and many other relics of
antiquity, were purchafed in Afia Minor,
in Greece, or in the iflands of the Archi-
pelago, by Mr. William Petty, who in the
year 1624 was fent by the Earl of Arundel,
for the purpofe of making fuch colle&ions
for him in the Eaft. They were broughc
inte England about the beginning of the

1z year
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year 1627, and placed in the gardens be-
longing to Arundel-houfe in London. Scon
after their arrival they excited a general
curiofity, and were viewed by many inqui-
fitive and learned men; among others, by
Sir Robert Cotton, who went immediately
to Selden, and entreated him to exert his
abilities in explaining the Greek infcrip-
tions. Sclden readily complied with his
requeft; but defired the affitance of their
common friends, Patrick Young, or, as he
ftyled miclf in Latin, Patricius Junius,
and Richard James.

The next morning, thefe gentlemen met
n Arundél-gardcns, and commenced their
operations, by cleaning and examining the
marble, containing the league, which the
cities of Smyrna and Magnefia entered
into, 1 favour of Seleucus Callinicus, king
of Syria. Afterwards, they proceeded to
the Parian Chronicle, and other inferip-
tions.

The following year Selden publithed a
fmall volume in quarto, including twenty-
nine Greck, and ten Latin mderiptions,
copicd from the marbles; with a tranila.
tion, and a commentary.

In
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In the turbulent reign of Charles I. and
the fubfequent ufurpation, Arundel-houfe
was often deferted by the illufirious owners ;
and in their ablence, fomg of the marbles,
which were depofited in the gardens, were
defaced or broken ; and others cither ftolen,
or ufed for the ordinary purpofes of archi-
te€ture, The upper part of the chronolo-
gical marble, containing almoift half of the
infcription, js faid to have been worked up
in repairing a chimney in Arundel-houfe :
but a copy of it has been luckily preferved
by Selden. In the year 1667, the Hon.
Henry Howard, grandton of the firft col-
Je@or, on the application of John Evelyn;
Efq.prefented thefe curious remains of an-
tiquity to the Univerfity of Oxford.

LETTER
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LETTER XIL

CROSSING from England the Irith
fea, we {oon reach the fhores of that coun-
try, which it has become nufual with many
to denominate the Sifter Kingdom. The
climate of Ireland differs little from that of
England, excepting that it is mére moift,
and more frequently produltive of rain.
The foil in general is rocky, but in*many
parts extremely fertile ; and requires only
a greater attention to agriculture, to im-
prove its natural advantages. The bogs of
Ireland, however, are very extenfive; that
of Allen extends no lefs than eighty miles,
and is computed to contain three hundred
thoufand acres. ‘There are others alfo
which occupy large tralts; and bogs of
fmaller extent are {cattered over the whole
kingdom : but it has been obferved, that
there are in general not more than are

wanted
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wanted for peats and turfs, the common
fuel of the country, where wood and coal
are {carce.

Many theor:es have been invented to
account for thefe phenomena in the natu-
ral hiftory of this country. It isgpbfervable
that in thefe bogs, various roots of trees,
fome of them of a great fize, are generally
found, end ufually at the bottom; the
common kinds being oak, fir, and yew.
The roots of thefe trees are faft in the
earth. Some of the trees feem to be broken .
off, others have the appearance of being
¢ut; bue more of them bear the marks of
fire.  Under fome bogs, of confiderable
depth, are yet to be feen the furrows of
land once ploughed, The black bog is a
folid weighty mafs, which cuts almoft like
butter, and upon examination, appears to
refemble rotten wood. Under the red bogs
is always a ftratum, not quite fo folid as
the former {pecies, but makes as good fuel,
Both kinds of bog are covered with a
fpongy vegetable mofs, which is thicker
on the furface of the black. The fpontas
neous growth is moft commonly heath,
with fome bog-myrtle, ruthes, and a little

fedgy



120 LETTERS OF A TRAVELLER,

fedgy grafs. The depth of the bogs is va-
rious, many of them having been fathomed
to that of fifty feet, and {fome are faid to
ke yet decper., They differ extremely
from the bogs in England in the inequality
of the furface; the Irith belng rarely le-
vel, but rifing into hills,

Ireland rears vaft numhers of black cat-
tle and theep ; and the prodigious quantities
of butter and falt provifions, exported to
all parts of the world, afford the ftrongeft
proof of the matural fertility of the Irith
foil.  In fome of the northern parts of the
kingdom, hemp and flax are greatly culti-
vated; from the latter of which the
country has, for many vears, been {#mous
for the linen manufa¢ture.

A notion has been induftrioully propa-
gated, that Ireland is entirely exempted
{from noxious animals; but this opinion
feems not to be founded upon any juft ob-
fervation of her natural hiftory, which, fa
far as my enquisies have reached, is fimilar
to that of the neighbouring countries.

Dublin, the capital of Ireland, ftands
about {even miles from the fea, at the bot-
tom of a fpacious bay, to which it gives

name
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name, upon the river Liffey, which divides
it almoft into two equal parts. In point
of magnitude, and the number of inha-
bitants, it may be regarded as the fecond
city in his Majefty’s dominions. The en-
creafe of it within the laft thimty years is
incredible. Over the Liffey are two hand-
fome bridges, lately built, of ftone, in im-
itation of that of Weftmifter; befides
three others of an inferior kind. There
has likewife been erefted a new exchange,
which 1§ an elegant ftru@ture of white
fione, michly embellifhed with pilaflters of
the Coninthian order, a cupola and other
ornaments,

The parliament houfe, which was com-
pleted about {ixty years ago, at the expence
of forty-thoufand pounds, is a fuperb
firuéture, of the Ionic order. The portico,
in particular, is much admired; and the
manner in which the building is lighted,
difcovers great ingenuity in architeture.
But one of the moft laudable and public
fpirited undertakings that diftinguith the
prefent age, is the building 2 ftone wall,
about the breadth of a moderate ftreet, of
a proportionable height, and three miles in

length
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length, to confine the channel of the bay,
and to thelter veflels in ftormy weather.
In fpeaking of the public buildings of
this kingdom, one’s attention is excited by
the numerous barracks where the foldiers
are lodged. This meafure has, by fome,
been confidered as unfavorahle to liberty ;
but it contributes equally to the eafe and
convenicncy of the inhabitants, which are
circumfitances eflentially connefted with
the enjoyment of public freedom. It muft
likewife be admitted that the refra&ory
difpofition of the lower claflcs of the Irith
ip many parts, renders expedient’ fuch
means as are calculated for the fpeedy fup-
preflion of any tumults which may erife,
The great fource of political calamity in
Ireland is the ignorance of the people, the
bulk of whom are under the influence of
Romith pricits, whe iaftil mto their minds
the wmoft pernicious prejudices, both civil
and rchigions.  But it s to be hoped that
this evil will ahate with the growing prof-
perity of the country.
In the interior partsof the kingdom, fome
-of the old uncouth cuftoms fhill prevail, par-
ticularly their funeral howlings; but the
fame
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fame remains of barbarifm may be traced
in fome countries on the Continent. Their
diforderly meetings on Sunday afternoon,
with dancing to the bag-pipe, and the
brawlings 1n which they commonly ter-
minate, are offenfive to evers ftranger.
My firft vifit to Dublin happened on a
Sunday cvening; and though I had, from
previous information, in fome degree an-
ticipated the fcene, I really was ftruck with
equal aftonithment and difguit. The ex-
tremely tattered, or naked condition of the
lower people, the barbarous fiercenefs of
their masiner, the jargon, the oaths which
they uttered, the favage tone of their ex-
clarmations, and the general incbriety which
{feemed to prevall, afforded altogether fuch
a pifture of wretchednefs and profligacy as
1 had never before feen realized in any
country, The celebrated Dean of St. Pa-
trick’s has, you know, been charged with
mifanthropy: whether juftly or not I leave
to others to determme; but it muft be
owned, that thefe odious examples of hu-
man nature in a ftate of barbarifm, of
which he was daily an eye witnefs, afford.
a ftrong apology for prejudices the moft

unfavarable
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unfavorable to the {pecies. But let me at
the fame time obferve, that to counter-
balance fuch prejudices, he enjoyed the
friendthip of men who were ornaments of
the age in which they lived. He might
tranfport umfelf in imagiration to Twick-
enham, or Batterfea, and partake with
Pope and Bolingbroke a flow of fentiments
congenial with his own.
" In various parts of Ireland we meet with
caveris, romantic profpels, cataraéls, and
other pleafing and uncommon natural ob-
jefts.  Of an fcial rarities, the chief are
the round Pharos, or ftone towers, bn dif-
ferent parts of the coafts.  They are fup-
pofed to have been erc&ted by the Danes
and Norw egiansin their piratical incurfions,
to ferve them as hight-houfes or beacons.
Tbe greateft natural curiofity in lreland
1s the Giant’s Caufeway, in the county of
Antrim. about eight miles from Colerain,
It iscompofed of pillars all of angular thapes,
from three fides to cight,  Each pillar con-~
fifts of feveral joints or flones, lying one
upon another, from fix inches to about one
foot in thicknefs. The pillars are from

on¢ to two feet in diameter, and generally
confilt
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confift of about forty joints. From the
Clff where it begins, it extends upwards
of four hundred feet, til it is lofl in the
Sea.

The Cliffs themfelves exhibit hkewifc an
extraordinary appearance. Frop the bot-
tom, which 1s of black ftone, to the height
of about fixty feet, they are divided at cqual
diftances by ftripes of a reddith ftone, about
four inches in thicknefs, refemblinga ce-
ment. Over this lies another {lcatum of the
fame black ftone, with afiratum of the red
five inches thick. Then follows a firatum
of the ged ftone twenty feet decp, over
which is a ftratum of upright pillars. Above
thislics another flratum of black flones
twenty feet high ; above this again another
{tratum of upright pillars, nfing in fome
places to the tops of the Cliffs, in others
pot fo high ; and in others again above it,
where they are called the Chimnies. The
face of thefe Clifls extends about three
Englith miles.

A difference of opinion has prevailed
with refpect to this extraordinary phéno-
menon, {ome imagining it to be really the
work of human art, and othcrs conjeGuring

with
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with greater probability, that it is the effeét
of natural operation. When we confider
every circumftance relative to this produc-
tion, fuch as its total inaptitude to any ufe-
ful purpofe, and thc analogy which it bears
to other ebjeéts of a fimilar kind, which
have never been recarded as fattitious, we
cannot hefitate 2 moment to join in opinion
with thofe who aferibe it entirely to natural
caufes ; and this fecms to be fully con-
firmed by the appearance of the Cliffs.

It reflets honor on the memory of Queen
Elizabeth, that fhe founded a univerfity at
Dublin, before which time the advance-
ment of learning in Ireland muft have been
areatly obftruéted. This feminary co.fifts
now of two {quares, and 15 named Trinity-
College. Three fides of one of the {quares
are of brick, and the fourth isa fuperb li-
brary 5 but being built of bad ftone, it is
unfortunately mouldering away. The in-
fide 13 commodious, and embellithed with
bufls of feveral ancient and modern wor-
thies. Thc New Square, three fides of
which have been built more than thirty-
years by parhamentary bounty, and thence
called Parliament-Square, is of hewn ftone 3

having
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having the front of it towards the City of
Dublin ornamented with pilafters, feftoons,

and other architettural decorations.
Learning feems to have been cultivated,
in Ireland at an early period ; though we
cannot admit the hyperbolical affertion of
one of her hiftorians, that the Irith ap-
pear to have been, from the moft remote
antiquity, a polithed people ; and that with
propriety they may be called the ¢¢ Fathers
of Letters.” We arc even told, by the
fame authority, that Egypt received arts
and letters from Niulus the Phanician,
who is reprefented as the great anceftor of
the Irith nation. But this is repugnant
botha to analogy and the moft credible
hiftorical documents. Little doubt can be
entertained that Ireland was firft peopled
from Great-Britain.  According to the
moft general account, St. Patrick, the titu-
lar Saint ofIreland, was a Scotfinan ; and
no hiterary monuments have yet been dif-
covered in Ireland previous to the intro-
dution of the Chriftian religion by him in
the fourth century. The evidence, there-
fore, of all tranfaétions preceding that
period, refts entirely on the credit of Irith
bards,
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bards, upon whofe authority, in matters
of faét, it would be very abfurd to rely.

In modern times, however, the Irith
have undoubtedly diftinguifhed themfelves
iy the republic’ of letters. Archbithop
Ufher ftands high in the Iift of literary
fame. Dean Swift, who will ever be re-
nowned in the walk of humour and fatire,
was alfo a native of this country; to which
are likewifc to be afcribed the refpe&able
names of Farquhar, Sir Richard Steele,
Bithop ‘Berkley, Parnel, Sterne, and
Gold{mith.

LETTER
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LETTER XIIL

RETURNING to the continent, 1 fhall
take my route by France, as the neareft in
fituation to England. But, Good God!—
how much is 1t changed fince firft T vifited
that country 1 then beheld it a great and
united nation, warm in its 1ttachment to
the king, and flourithing in the bleflings
of commerce. No more now a kingdom,
it has torn up monarchy by the roots, and
tarried to fuch a length its deteftation of
the ancient government, as to raze even
the minutef memorial of regal power from
the annals of the hation. Not content
with the extinétion of the ¢rown, and
even of the life of the fovereign, the peo-
ple, 1 the frenzy of revolution, have pro-
ceeded to the impiety, unparalleled in mo-
dern times, of attempting to abolifh the
worfhip, and I know not whether I may

K not
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not add, to deny the exiftence of God him-
tcift  Through what a deluge of blood
have they waded, to efablith a fpecies of
wmporary government, neither fuited to
the extent of the flate, nor to their own
inherente difpofitions! But T am weary of
the profpe&. Lt us turn our attention
from the people, towards the country itfelf,
which forms an extraordinary contraft.

France, {rom its great cxtent, compre-
hends a vancty of climates; but though the
air 1s more clear and {ettied than in England,
it is not, upon the whole, efpecially in the
interior parts, more {dlubrious than that of
our own country. In the fouthern pro-
vinces, the fummers are {ometimes stumo-
derately hot, and in the northern, the
winters are more intenfcly cold thun with
us3y the mhabitants, at the fame time,
being not fo well fupplied with firing,
which in France is chiefly of wood. The
countrv, however, is happy in an excellent
foil, and the animal and vegetable produc-
tions are found in great plenty.

The country is watered by the Loire,
the Rhone, the Garonne, the Seine, and
other confiderable rivers; the advantages

of
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of which, in point of commerce, are won-
derfully improved by the artificial rivers
and canals, which form the chief glory of
the reign of Lewis XIV. That of Lan.
guedoc was mtended for a communication
between the OQcean and the Mceditgrranean,
for the {peedier paffage of the French fieet,
but though carried on at an 1mmenfe ex-
pence,- for a hundred miles, over hils and
vallics, andeven through a mountain in one
place, it has not anfwered that purpofe.
By the canal of Calais, travellers ecaifily
pafs thence by water to St. Omer, Grave-
fine, Dugkirk, and other places. The ca-
nal of Orleans is another noble work, and
runsen courfe of eighteen leagues, to the
immenfe benefit of the adjacent parts of
the country. Befides thefe, theie are other
eanals, which render the inland navigation
of France extremely commodious.

The reign of Francis I. was aufpicious
to the literature of the country; and many
learned men then diftinguithed themielves
by their writings: among whom was the
celebrated Rabelais. But Lewis XIV. may
be confidered as the Auguftus of France.

The proteflion he gave to letters, and the
Kz penfions
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penfions he beftowed on learned men, both
at home and abroad, which did not how-.
ever amount to above twelve thoufand
pounds per annutm, have gained him more
glory than all ‘the military enterprizes,
upon which he expended fo many miilions.
Then arofe among others, the famous tragic
poets, Racine and Corneille; the former
diftingunithed for 1kill in moving the paf-
tions, and the latter for peculiar elevation
of fentiment and language. The facetious
Moliere fhone confpicuous in comedy; and
¥n works of fatire and critici{fm Boileau dif-
played claffical abilities.  As a. hiftorian
De Thou is entitled to high praife. The
writings of Pafcal place him among®. the
moft eminent bencfators to religion ; and
the works of the amiable Archbifthop of
Cambray breathe alike the diftates of mo-
rals and the genius of poetry. Montefquieu,
as a political philofopher, may ve faid to be
vnequalled. I fay nothing of D’Argens,
Voltairc, and others who have written mif-
cellaneous produtions. Their works are
comparatively recent and gencrally knowa.
It has been remarked that fculpture is
in general better underitood in France than
i
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in moft countries of Europe. Their trea-
tifes on tfhip-building, and engincering
{tand unrivalled in dida&tic obfervation;
but happily, in pratice they are both out*
done by our own country,

Few countries, if we except Italy, dif-
play more valuable remains of antiquity
than France. Some of the French anti-
quities belong to the time of the Celts, and
confequently, compared to them, thofe of
Rome are modern. At Rheims, and in
other parts, are to be {een triumphalarches;
but the rnoﬂ: entire is at Orange, ere@ed
on account of the viftory obtained over the
Cimbri and Teutones, by Caius Marius and
Lu&ativs Catulus. After Gaul was re-
duced to a Roman province, the Romans
induftriouflly adorned it with magnificent
edifices, both civil and facred; fome of
which are more entire than any to be met
with in Italy itfelf. The ruins of an am-
phitheatre are to be found in Chalons, and
likewife at Vienne.

Nifmes however, exhibits the moft
valuable remains of ancient architec~
ture of any place in France. The
famous Pont du Garde was raifed in the

K3 Aguftan
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Auguftan age by thc Roman colony of
Nifmes, to convey a flream of water be-
tween the two mountains, for the ufe of
that city, and is at this day as cntire as any
modcm bulding. 1t confiils of three
bisiges, o ticks of wiches one above an-
otha.  The height is a hundred and'fe-
venty-four fect, and the length extends to
feven dmodred and twenty-three.  Many
other ruins of antiquity are found at Nig-
moes 3 but the chicf are, the Temple of Di-
ana, the veltiges of which are ftill remain-
sz 5 the Amphitheatie, which is thought
to be the finefl and mofl entue of the Kind
of any in Lurope 5 but, .bove all, thehoule
ereted by the empeior Adian, called the
Mauafon Cande.  The wchite&ure and
feulpture of this building are exquifitely
beautiful, and, what is extraordinary, are
very little atelted by the ravages of time.
At Paris, in La Rue de la Harpe, may be
feen the remains of a palace, or thermee,
fuppoied to have been built by Julian, fur-
named the Apoftate, about the year 356,
after the fame modcls as the baths of Dio-
¢letan.  ‘The remains of this ancient edi-
fice confift of many arches, and with'n
trem a-large faloon. 1t 16 fabricated of a

kind
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kind of maftic, the compofition of which is
now unknown, intermixed with {mall
fquare pieces of free-itone and bricks.

At Arles, in Provenceys is to be {een an
obelitk of Oriental granite, fifty-two feet
high, and feven feet diameter at’the bafe,
but all of one ftone. Roman temples are
frequent in France. The moft remarkable
are in Burgundy and Guienne. The paf-
fage cut through the muddle of the rock
near Biiangon in Dauphiny, is thought to
be a Roman work, if not of greater anti-
quity ; and the round buckler of malfly fil-
vér, reldtive to Scipio, tiken out of the
Rhone in 16635, is imagined to be coeval
witll that great gencral. 1t is twenty
inches in diameter, weighs twenty-one
pounds, and contains the celebrated aneca
dote rclative to Scipio’s continence.

It would be endlefs to recount the dif-
ferent monuments of antiquity to be found
in France, particularly in the cabinets of
the curious; and the colleCtion muft be
greatly encreafed by the depredations which
the French have lately committed among
the moft celebrated of the portable antiqui-
1¢s at Rome. It 15, however, the pride of
conqueft, more than any tafte for the arts,

that
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that has excited them to this outrage on the
prefcriptive rights of that capital ; and
thould thofe elegant {pecimens of Roman
ggnius efcape the, peculation of their new
poffeffors, they will, in addition to their
former purpofe, remain to future ages,
monuments of thc violence and rapine
which aétuated the revolutionary handitti of
France.

It may pechaps be imagined, by the poli-
tical enthufiafts of that country, that the
celebrated rarities of ancient Rome will
transfer, like a palladium, to the new re-
public, the feat of fovereign empire in the
weft ; or, if their ambition cannot be gra-
tificd with fo flattering a diftinétion, “That
they will at leaft attraét to Paris the curious
of other nations, by the magnct of Roman
antquity. In the latter of thefc notions,
their expeftation indeed may bc fulhlled 3
and a democratical conftitution of citizens
will doubtlefs require fome adventitious at-
tradtion, to compenfate the luftre of which
the nation has heen deprived by the defo-
lating hand of equality.

Paris, with all its advantages, will not
bear a comparifon with London, in the

sore
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more effential circumftahces of public profe
perity and comfort. By thefe I mean a
thriving foreign and domeftic trade, the
cleannefs of the ftreets, the elegance of the
houfes, efpecially within, the plenty of wa-
ter, and that of a better qualitythan the
Seine. The Parifians, however, as well ag
the natives of France in general, are tem.
perate in drinking ; but whether from any
regard to fobricty, as a virtue, or from a
natural propenfity to more fantaftic modes
of diffipation, 1 fhall not take upon me to
determine. Happy were it for them, had
thty been as little difpofed to intoxication
from the Dzmon of civil rage, as they are
{rorrthe excefles of Bacchus,

Though Paris and Verfailles be no new
objets to you, I cannot conclude my letter
without oiving fome account of them.

Paris is ufvally divided into three parts 3
the laroeft of which, called the Town,
ftands on the north fide of the river Seine ;
the City, which is the moft ancient part,
confifts of three fmall iflands in the middle
of the river ; and the other part, or the
Univerfity, is feated on the fouth fide of the
Peine, having in it feveral little hulls, The

whole
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whole town is of a circular form, and about
cighteen miles in circumference ; but tho’,
according to- this computation it occupies
more ground than London, it 15 not near
fo populous, the mhabitants of Paris not
amountir’z to more than feven hundred
thoufand, whereas thofe of the former are
fuppofed to exceed this number, in the pro-
portion of almoit a third part.

The houfes of Paris are built of white
hewn ftone; five, fix, or {even ftories high 3
and there are a great many palaces, with
beautiful gardens, which formerly belonged
to the nobility 5 but being thut up“from the
ftrects by high dead walls, they rather in-
creafc the bulk, than add to the embellifh.
ments ol the city, The flreets are gene-
rally narrow : till within thefe few years
there was no where any pavément for foot
paflengers ; and they were illuminated by
Jamps fufpended on ropes placed acrofs.

About twelte miles fouth-welt of Pans
ftands Verfailles, fituated on an eminence
in the midft of a fine fporting country, and
encompafled with hills, It confifted ori-
ginally of a Caftle built by Lewis XIIIth.
s a hunting feat, which was afterwards

converted
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converted into a magnificent palace, by
Lewis X1V. who alfo annexed to it a hand-
fome town. The avenue leading to the
palace divides the town into two parts ; ane
of which is called Old Verfailles, the other
the New Town. On the fide téwards Pa-
ris this avenue forms three viftos, that in
the middle being fixty feet wide, and the
others thirty feet each, all planted with ¢lms.
The great court of the palace is four
hundred and eighty feet long, with a large
pavilion at each corner. It is enclofed with
gn iron baluftrade and two large buildings
that form the wings on each fide, which
haye balconies {upported by columns, and
adorned with fine ftatues. Thefe wings with
the pavilions, ferve for offices, and have
behind them others for the fame purpofe.
. From this court is an afcent of three
marble fieps, into a Iarge landing place,
and thence by five more into a little court
paved with black and white marble ; in the
middle of which i1s a marble fountain and
bafon, with ftatues of copper, gilt. The
front and wings are of brick and free-ftone,
adorned with marble bufts and brackets ;
and before this front is a balcony, fupported

by
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by eight marble columns of the Doric order,
with red and white {pots like jafper, and
their bafes and capitals of white marble. In
the two angles of+ the wings in the front,
are hanging pedeftals, which fupport two
clofets, entompafled with gilt iron cafes ;
and underncath are two bafons of white
marble in the form of fhells, where young
Tritons {fpout water. The middle building
has three gilt iron doors 1n the porch, with
apartments on the right and left.

On quitting the great court, through an
open porch, we aicend by a ftair-cafe cighty
one feet long, and thirty broad. From the
porch an entrance leads to two painted
halls. The ciceling of one of them is fup-
ported by eight marble columns of the Dor.c
order, with red and white veins. The ca-
pitals and bafes are of a greenith colour,
and the columns, of which there are four
on each {ide, divide the hall into three
parts. On the fides oppofite to each co-
lumn, are pilafters that {upport a cornice
under a platform ; and fronting the win-
dows are ni¢hes with ftatues,

The other hall is fupported by twelve
columns of the Ioni¢ order, which have

behind
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behind them marble pilafters, with red,
black, purple, and yellow veins, their ca-
pitals and bafes being of white marble.
From this we entera thnrd hall of the famc
dimenfions, the cieling of which is an oc-
tagon, with twelve doublc pedefhals of fine
marble, on which are placed emblematical
figures of the twelve months, in gilt cop-
per. All the parts not hung with tapeftry
are lined with marble. l

The royal apartments are extremely
magnificent, and richly ornamented with
fculptures and paintings. Their furniture,
even totthe bedfteads, baluftrades, and rails,
confift chiefly of mafly plate.

Such was the palace of Verfailles in the
days of regal {plendor; but in what con-

difion it is at prefent, or to what ufe ap~
propriated, I know not. It was faid, fome

time ago, that, owing to the defolated ftate
of the place, the valuable tapeftry ‘Was
greatly injured by rats. The mally plate,
without doubt, has become the prey of the
rapacious revolutionifts; who we may be
alfured, have indulged themfelves in every
democratical outrage, againft a fabric
which had long been the favorite habitation
of royalty, CHAP
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LETTER XIV.

UITTING the ancient limits of
France, we ftep immediatcly into a coun-
try where we find the revolutionary fyftem
operating with all its concomitant train of
violence and diforder.  Here the Emperor
1s rehinquithing his hereditary dominions;
there the Stadtholder is abdicating an éta-
blithed government. On one hand, we
behold ten extenfive provinces, which had
been confirmed to the houfe of Auftria by
4 long fucceflion of ages; on the other, a
whole confederated heptarchy, which has
withftood the aflaults of the ocean, by the
ftrength of its dykes; all giving way to the
irrefiftible inundation of French principles
and politics. On the waving of the three-
colourd flag, as by the magical wand of
Circe, fee intfatuated provinces dance to the

frantic
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frantic found of Ca, sra; while with a fa-
tality, to which nothing but popular de«
lufion could be blind, wherever the tree
of liberty is planted, that inftant, Navery
takes place. We thenceforth behold thofe
people nothing more than the mifera-
ble vaflals of ufurpation ; bereaved of
their independence, defpoiled of their pro-
perty, and reduced to maintain a fhadow of
political exiftence, at the mercy of the ci-
tizens of France. Thefe are the precious
fruits that enfue from the hug of fraternity?
from the deceitful embraces of men who
have daboured to eftablith their own power
by a feries of enormous crimes; who have
induftrioufly rent afunder the facred bands
of civil fociety, and impioufly trampled on
all laws both divine and human.

The {eventeen provinces have obtained
the general name of the Netherlands, or
Low Countries, from their fituation in ref-
pe& of Germany. The northern contains
the feven United Provinces, ufually known
by the name of Holland; and the fouthern,
thofe which were hitherto the Auftrian,
and French Netherlands.

The
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The former of thefe countries is only a2
narrow flip of low fwampy land, ying bes
tween the mouths of feveral great rivers,
and what the induftry of the inhabitants has
gained from the fea by means of dykes,
which have been raifed, and are ftill fup.
ported, with incredible labour and expence,
On account of this fituation, the air of the
United Provinces is foggy and grofs, until
it is purified by the froft in winter; when
the eaft wind ufually fets in for four
months, and their harbours are frozen up.
The foil is unfavorable to vegetation, but,
by the induftry of the inhabitants-3i mu-
king canals, it is rendered fit for pafture,
and in many places even for tillage.  The
whole face of the country, whea viewed
from a tower or {teeple, (for there is no
natural cminence,) has the appearance of
a continued marth or bog, drained, at cer-
tain diftances, by innumerable ditches ; and
many of the canals whiclk in that country
ferve as high roads, are in the fummer
monthe ne better than offenfive ftagnated
waters,

The chief rivers are the Rhine, the
Maefe, the Scheld, and the Yecht. There

are
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hr‘e‘few good harbours in the United Pro-
vitless; The beft are thofe of Rotterdam;
Helvoetﬂﬁys, and Fluthing ! for that of
Armfterdam, though one of the largeft and
fafeft in Europe, has a bar at the entrance
of it, over which large veflels.chnnot pafs
without being lightened. But with all the
ngtural difadvantages of the Seven United
Provinces, they are perhaps the beft peopled
of any fpot of the fame extent in the
world. o

Though the inhabitants ire in general of
a phlegmatic temperament, Holland his the
hdner Bproducing many mien dittinguithed
for their gentus and learning: At the head
of thefe ftand Erafmus and Grotius; and
in medicine, the celebrated Boerhaave.—
Haerlem difputes with the Germans the
invention of printing; and the moft elegant
editions of thc claffics have come fram the
prefles in this cotintry.

The greateft cutiofities in the United
Provinces, abftra&ed from thofe in the shu-
{euris, are the prodigious dykes, conftruted.
by the Dutch to guard their country againft
inendation, from which it formerly fuch'red _

L much.
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much. Some of thefe are ftupendotw
moles, and hardly to be equalled.

Amiterdam, the capital of Holland, is
thought to be, pext wo London, the moft
commercial city in the world. Its conve-
niency fer trade, and the grandeur of its
public works, are almoft beyond defcription.
1t labours, however, under two great difad-
vantages; namely, thofe of bad air, and
the want of frcfh wholelome water, which
obliges the inhabitants to prefcrve the rain
watcr n refervoirs.
. Rotterdam is next to the preceding in
reipect of commerce and wealth ;#iut cen-
tains not of inhabitants above a fourth part
of the number. Leyden and Utreche are
beth citses, and celebrated for their vniver-
fities. The feat of government in Hollard,
was tormerly at the Hague, which, though
but a village, 1s diftidguithed by the mag-
nificence and beauty of its buildings, and
during the time of the Stadthelderian con-
ftitution, was regarded as the emporium of
politics, (

So ygreat is the induftry of the Dutch,
there is feurcely a manufa&ure which they

do
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do not carry oh, or a ftate in the world td
which their traffic does not extend : I fpeak
of the period before the commencement of
the prefent war. In thig they are favored
by the populoufnefs of their country, the
theapnefs of their labour, andeabove all,
the water carriage, which, by means of
their canals, gives them advantages beyond
all other nations. It is doubted, however,
whether the riches and luxury of indivi-
duals have not damped the general induftry
of the inhabitants; for there is realpn to
think that their commerce, navigation, ma-
nwfedbdecs, and fithenies have not been for
feveral ycars in fo flourithing a fate as
they were in the beginuing of the prefent
century,

The fouthern Netherlandsare a beautiful
kra& of country, as well as remarkable, in
many parts, for the richnefs of the foil.
Flanders dlone has been reckoned the gra-
hary of France, Germany, and fometimes
likewife of our own country. The fociety
of Jefuits formerly produced the moft
learned men in the Avftrian Low Coun-
tries, in which they had many comfortable
fettlements. Their works related chiefly

La to
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to theology, and the civil and canon, law g
but among their publications, were likewife
latin poems, and plays. Strada is diftine
guifhed for the elegance of his compofitions,
both a5 2 poet and hiftorian. The Flemifh
painters and {culptors have likewife great
merit, and form a fchool by themfelves.
The works of Rubens and Vandyke are ce-

lebrated wherever painting is known.
Some Roman monuments of temples and
other buildings are to be found in thefe
provineces; but the {cenes moft interefting
to a Britifh traveller are thofe where the
valour of our anceftors fhone forph-ywith
unparalleled luftre, in the reign of Queen
Anpe.. I formerly furveyed thofe memo-
rahle fields with a degree of enthufiafm;
but were I again to vifit that country, it is
probable that the featiments of triumph
would be mixed with refletions of a dif~
ferent nature. 1fhould be flled with re-
gret, to behold that all the blood which had
been fpilt, and all the wonderful exertions
of courage and condu®, which were dif-
played, could not perpetuate the objet of
our glorious efforts even to the end of the
ceptury.  We ought not, however, from
contingent
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contingent events, to condemn the policy
which actuated the Britith nation at that
period. Let modern patriots affeét to ria
dicule the balance of power as a-chimerical
idea; but thofe who eftimate ‘more juftly
the interefts of nations, will admit that the
aggrandizement of any one power beyond
a degree compatible with the interefts of
others, muft ever prove highly dangerous
to the general fafety. Since the days of
Charlemagne, the truth of this propofition
was never more evident than at prefent, =
View France, which was formerly confined
towards the north, within her provinees of
Luxemburg, Hainault, Cambrefis, Artois,
and her diftri&t of Flanders, extending her
dominion over the whole of the Nether-
lands, and on the eaft, not only to the banks
of the Rhine, but within the empire of
Germany; and fay, whether fuch an ex-
tenfive ufurpation is confiftent with the
general interefts of Europe, or even with
the interefts of any individual power, ma~
ritime or not maritime.

The profecution of this fubje@ might
perhaps excite inareal patriot fome unfa-
vorable apprehenfions; but to preclude all

L3 fuch
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fuch, let us indulge ourfelves in the 2nima.
ting refleétion, that on the coaft of this
fame country of which 1 am writing, the
Britith fleet, under the command of Ad-
miral, now L.ord, Duncan, obtained, on the
eleventh'of Oétober, 1797, the moft deci-
five and glorious naval viftory, of which
there exifts an account in the annals of any
nation, -

Having juﬁ‘now had oceafion to mention
the fortuitous fuccefiion of events in hu.
man affairs, I cannot forbear from reciting
to you an anecdote of the fame kind, whech
the name of l.ord Duncan has ﬁgﬂmed
to my remcmbrance.  To the medical tkil]
of the uncle of this great Admiral,” the
Hon. Charles Fox is indebted for his
life. When an infant, I believe, of about
two years old, he was attacked with the
mealles, and no hopes were cntertained of
his recovery. A lady, who vifited in the
-family, told his mother, Lady Caroline Fox,
that the had known much benefit received
from the advice of Dr. Duncan, and exs
‘preffed 2 defire that he fhould be called.
The propofal was immediately acceded to,
‘sad Dr. Dupcan was requefted to attend a

confultation
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confultation of the ordinary phyficians at
an hour which was fixed. Amongft them
was the celebrated Dr. Mead, with two or
three others.  They all, of them looked
with a jealous eye on their new affociate ;
and haviog before prefcribed, without any
good effedt, every thing which they thought
moft likely to remove the complaint, they
with a fupercilious air defired Dr. Duncan,
if he could think of any thing elfe, to men-
uon it.  He told them, that in his opinion,
there was only one thing neceflary, and he
dop ibted not but as foon as it was ufed, thcy
fhw'}d"‘ind the child to be much better —_
On being defired to prefcribe it, he ordered
blood-letting in a proper quantity ; which
being performed, the infant paticnt quickly
recovered, and his life was protracted to be-
come a celebrated man. This anccdote T
had from Sir William Duncan him{elf.
Much as the power of France muft be
encreafed, by the acquifition of the Aufirian
Netherlands, and the fubjection of the
Dutch; much likewife as the general inde-
pendence of Europe has been affe@ted by
the defertion of our allies, let Great Britain

and Ireland only remain trae to themfelves,
and
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and with the blefling of God upon our arms,
we fhall he able to fruftrate all the efforts

of our implacable enemy againft us. While
the known valour of our country bids de-

fiafice to their menaces, and the vigilance
of adminéftration continues to guward us
from the danger of improvident {ecurity,
we may reafonably hope ftill to prefcrve
our national independence, and to compen-
fate the prepondcrancy of power on the
Continent, by afferting the empire of the
occan.

To take my farewc] of the Netherlands:
were I to pafs the remainder of mw Yife
abroad, there is no Ypot I fhould fonner
chufe for my refidence than fome part of
the fouthern Provinces; and almoft none
which I thould more diflike than any part
of the northern.

LETTER
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LETTER XV.

i

]IN performing our next excurfion, we
have to pafs the Rhine, that noble river
which rifes in the country of the Grifons,
in Switzerland, and running northward,
and towards the weft, difcharges itfelf by
different channels into the German fea.
No bridge, however, conftruéted like that
of Cefar, 1s neceffary to tranfport us into
the German empire.

This extenfive traét-of country is now
divided intp nine circles ; three of which
are i the north, three in the middle, and
three in the fouth, In the whole, it com=
prehends about three hundred princes, each
of whom is arbitrary with regard to the go-
vernment of his own eftates ; but they all
form a great confederacy, governed by po-
Jitical laws, at th¢ head of which is the

Emperor.
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Emperor. It is doubtlels the moft extraor«
dinary affemblage of independent potentates
ever exhibited to the world ; and it was
only by fuch a corfederacy that fo-great a
number of princes, differing extremely
from each’other in the extent of thcir ter-
ritories, could ever be [o long preferved
from becoming the prey of thofe who were
the moft powerful amongft them. The
fupreme power i Germany is the Diet,
which is compofed of the Emperor, or, in
his abfence, of his commiffary, and of the
three colleges of the empire. The firft of
thefe is the Efe&oral College ; theTersild
the College of Princes; and the third,
that of Imperial Towns. 1u this colle&ive
body, the power of the Emperotr 1s only
executive ; but even this gives him extra-
ordinary 1nfluence,

Under the race of Charlemagne the em-
pire was hereditary, but afterwards became
elettive ; at which time all the princes, no-
bility, and deputies of cities enjoyed the’
privilege of voting ; but in the twelfth
century, under the reign of Henry V. who
was a weak and wicked prince, the chief
officers of the empire altered the mode of

cletion
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ele@ion in their ‘own favor. A few years
after, the number of ele€tors was reduced
to feven ; fince which period, two others
have been added to that lody.

The power of the Emperor is regulated
by the capitulation which he figns at his
election ; and the perfon who in his life-
time is chofen King of the Romans, fuc-
ceeds to the vacancy of the empire without
a new eletion. The Emperor can confer
titles, and enfranchifements upon cities
and towns ; but he can levy no taxes, nor
make war or peace, without the confent of
thiePiet. When that confent is obtained,
every prince mult contribute his quota of
men and money, as valued in the matricu-
lation roll, though, perhaps, as an indivi-
dual, he may efpoufe a different fide from
that of the diet. Of this there happened a
curious inftance within our own memory.
George 1T. of Great-Britain, as Ele&or of
Hanover, was obliged to furnith his quota
againft the houfe of Auftria, and alfo againf}
the King of Pruffia, while he was fighting
for them both.

The Emperor, as the head of fo great a
confederacy, claims a precedency for his

ambaffadors
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ambafladors in all foreign courts. His an.
nual income, however, as Emperor, does
not exceed fix thoufand pounds fterling,
and arifes from feme inconfiderable fiefs in
the Black Boreft. The dignity of the em- -
pire has fr fome centuries been conferred
on the houfe of Auflria, as being the moft
powerful of the German princes; but of
late years the aggrandizement of the King
of Prufiia feems to prognofticate a rivalthip
between thole princes in a future period 3
and, what may prove yet more fatal to the
Empire, an infringement of its ancient
conftitution. The fvmptoms of the¥atter
of thefc cveats arc already fo threatening,
that they cannot fail to excite apprehenfi-
ons for the future tranquillity of the empire,

Some of the German princes have much
larger revenues than others ; but it is im-
poflible to fpeak with any precifion on the
fubje€. ‘Ihe Auftrian revenues, however,
before the prefent war, were thought to
amount to feven millions fterling in Ger-
many and Italy ; and it is probable, that by
the revolutionary partition, lately conw
cluded, they will be confiderably increafed,

This is fucha fum as goes far in Gefmany.
Ta
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To behold the magnificence of many of the
German courts, a ftranger is apt to conceive
very high ideas of the incomes of their
princes. ; which is owing to the high value
of money in that country, and cgufequently
of the low price of provifions had manu-
faltures. It is unfortunate for the empire,
that the petty princes affect the {plendor of
the more powerful in all their domcftie
arrangements ; to fupport which pomp
and parade, many of them opprcfs their
fubjeéls to an extremec dcgree. In fome
parts the burghers of Germany cnjoy great
privileges. In Franconia, Swabia, and on
the Rhine, the peafants likewife are gene-
rally a free people, or perform only cer«
tain fervices to their fuperiors, and pay the
taxes ; but in the marquifate of Branden-
burgh, Pomerania, Lufatia, Moravia, Bo«
hemia, Auftria, &c. they may juftly be de«
nominated “flaves, though in different de«
grees.

The climate of Germany, as in all large
tralts of country, differs greatly, not only
on account of fitmation, but according to
the improvements of the foil, which has &
great cffe& on the tempcerature of the air.

The
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"The moft mild and fettied weather is found
in the middle of the country, at an equal
diftance from the fea and the Alps. Upon
the whole, there is no great difference be-
tween thcl!eafons of Germany and thofe of
Great-Britpin.  But there are more woods
and chafes yet ftanding in Germany than in
moft other countries 3 owing to the paffion
which the inhabitants have for hunting the
wild bear. The Hercinian foreft, which
n Czfar’s time was nine days journey in
length, and fix in breadth, is now cut
down it many places, or parcelled out into
woods, which have all their di¥ferent
pames. Moft of the woods conlift of pine,
fir, oak, and beach. There is a valt num-«
ber of forefts of lefs note in almoft every
part of the country; there being fcarcely a
nobleman or gentleman, who has not a
chafe or park adorned with pleafure houfes,
and well flocked with game, fuch as roe~
bucks, ftags, hares, foxes, and boars.

The German wild boar differs in colour
from our common hogs, and is four times
as large ; but its flefh, and the hams made
of it, are by many preferred to every
other of the kind, both for flavour and

grain.
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gran. The glatron of Germany is ac-
counted the moft voracious of all animalg,
It feeds on almoft every thing that has life,
which it can procure ; but its chief ppey
is birds, hares, rabbits, goats, and fawns.
On thefe he feeds to fuch an exdcefs, that
ke falls into a kind of torpid ftate, and not
being able to move, he is killed by the
huntfmen. His colour is a beautiful brown,
with a faint tinge of red. _

The Germans are naturally a frank, ho-
neft, hofpitable people; but the higher or-
ders are ridiculoufly proud of titles, an-
ceilry, and thew. Induftry, application,
and perfeverance are the great charater-
iftics of this people, efpecially the mecha-
nical part of them. They have been
charged with intemperance in eating and
drinking, and perhaps not unjuftly, owing
to the vaft quantity of wine, and provifions
of every kind, which the country produces.
But thofe pradtices feemn now to be wearing
out. At the greateft tables, though the
guefts drink pretty freely at dinner, yet
after three or four public toafts have been
given, the repaft is commonly finithed by
coffee. No people, however, have more

feafting
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feafting at marriages, funerals, and on birth
days. " In no country is there to be found 2
greater tafte for reading than in Germany.
Printing 15 encouraged even to excefs.——
Books are therefore multiplied without
number ; ‘and almoft every man of letters
is an author. There are in Germauy thirty-
fix univerfities, of which {eventecen are
proteftant, feventeen Roman catholic, and
two which partake of each religion. Many
of the Germans have diltinguithed them-
{elves in various branches of learning ; bue
it was not till about the year 1730, that
thcy began to write with elegance in their
own language. It is however, an unfa-
vourable circumftance for the literature of
this eountry, that the French language
fhould be fo fathionable in the German
courts. Even Frederic the Great, King of
Pruffia, ordered the philofophical tranfac-
tions of lis royal fociety at Berlin, from
the beginning of its inflitution, to be pub-
lithed in the French tongue.

With refpet to the fine arts the Germans
are by no means deficient. This country
hys produced fome good painters, archi-
tedls, feulptors and engravers. They even

pretend
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pretcnd to have been the firft inventors of
engravmg, etching, and mezzotinto. Print-
ing, if firft invented in Holland, was foon
after greatly improved in Germany.. The
Germans are generally allowed o have
been the inventors of great guns, as alfo of
gunpowder in EuroPc, about the year 1320.
Germany has likewife produced fome ex-
cellent muficians, at the head of which
ftands the immortal Handel.

The cities in Germany being fo nume-
rous, I muft content my{elf with giving a
very fhort account of the principal amongft
them.

Berlin is now accountéd the capital of
his Pruffian majefty’s dominions, and af-
fords the moft extraordinary example of
{udden improvement, of any place that 1
know, It is fituated on the river Spree ;
and befides a_ royal palace, has many other
fupcrb edifices. The king’s palace, and
that of *Prince Henry, are magnificent
buildings. The opera-houfe is alfo a beau-
tiful ftru@ure ; and the arfenal, which i
handfomely built in the form of a fquare,
is faid to contain arms for two huodred

M thoufand
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thoufand men. The ftrects and fquares arc
{pacions, and built in g very regular manner.

Drefden, in the cleCtorate of Saxony, is
beautifully fituated on both fidesof the Elbe ;
and n the manmﬁcence of its palaces and
public buifdings, 1s unequalled. It is like-
wife the {chool of Germany for ftatvary,
painting, enamelling, and carving ; nat to
mention its mirrors, and founderies for
bells and cannon, and its foreign com-
merce carried on by means of the Elbe.
The Eleftorate of Saxony is indeed, by
natore, the richeft country in Germany, if
not in Europe.

The city of Leipfic, i upper Saxony,
forty-fix miles diftant from Drefden, {tands
in a pleafint and fertile plain on the Plaffe.
It has long been diftinguifhed for the liberty
of conicience allowed to perfons of diffe-
rent fentiments in religion ; but that efta-
blifhed in the place is the Lutheran, Here
is @ Univerfity, which is 1hill very confider-
able. The exchange 1$™an elegant building;
aird f this city there is an anoval fair, dur-
¥ {Everal ddys, to which great pumbers
rcfoﬂ from all quarte1s of the Germanic
erdpire.

Hanover,
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Harlover, the capital of that ele@orate,
{tandson the nver.Lcms, and is a neat,
thriving, and agreeable city, containing
about twelve hundred houfes, among which
is the eleloral palace. "Ac the dlﬁzancE of a
few miles lie the palace and elegant gardens
of Herenhaufen. The whole population
of the eleCtorate of Hanover is computed
to amount to about feven hundred and
fifty thoufand perfons; befides which,
there are about fifty thoufand inhabitants
belonging to Bremen and Verden, two dif-
tri€ts purchafed by the Eletor, at an eaily
period of the prefent century. The towns
in thefe dominions are not without trade
and manufatures; but the whole of the
Ele&orate has fuffered much by the acceffion
of the houfe of Hanover to the ¢rown of
Great Britain; notwithftanding a refpetta-
ble civil and military eftablithment 1s con-
ftantly maintained, out of the revenues of
the country. The fecularized bifhopric
of Ofnaburgh, now held by the Duke of
York, lies feventy-ﬁvc miles weft of Han-
over, between the rivers Wefer and Ems.
The chief ¢lty of this territory has bedn long
famous all' over Burope, for the makiifac-

Ma tures
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tuges known by the name of- Ofnabnrgh,
and likewife far that of thc beft Weltphalia
hams. The whole revenue of - the bithop-
ric i eftnmated at thxrty thoufqnd pounds
‘per anmum.

Breflau, tl;c capltal of Silefia, lies on the
river Oder, .and is a free city, where all
{ots of Chriftians and Jews are tolerated,
bug the magiftracy is Lutheran. The ma-
nufactures of Silefta have bcen greatly im-
proved fince the country fell under the do-
minion of the houfe of Brandenburg, It
has been fid to yield his Prufhian may:ﬂy 3
revenue of near a million ﬁcrlmcr 3 but this
eftimate is probably exacrcreratcd as the
houfe of Auflria never dlcw from it above
thc ‘alf of that fum ; and I cannot think
that the revenue is doubled fince that
period,

There are in Germany, you know, twa
citics of the name of Frankfort : ape of
them lies on the Oder, and is fubje&t to the
king'of Prufifa; but the other ftands op
both ﬁdes the‘ river Mamc, and i§ an i~
perial city ; ‘1 mean by that appellation. a
fovcrcxgn Aate, .poﬂ'cﬁ‘ ng a _copfhderably
tefeitory, araund it a0d governgd by ita

owq

L.ai-"'
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own magiftrdtes. In the Stadthoufe, or
Guildhall of this city, the ele@ors affemible
for the choice of an emperor, and hgre is
preferved the written infirument called the
Golden Bull, which contains tBe fundamen-
tal laws of the empire. It is a Yortified
city, of 2 circular form, without auny fu-
burbs, It is adorned with feveral magnifi-
cent buildings, and three principil {quares ;
but, in general, the ftreets are narrow, and
the houfes moftly builtof timberand plafter,
and covered with flate.

Vienna is the capitdl of the Circle of
Auftria, and being the refidence of the Ewm-
peror, is regarded as the capital of Germa-
ny. It would be endlefs to enumerate the
many palaces in this magnificent cify, two
of which are Imperial. Here is alfo an ex-
cellent univerfity, and 4 number of rich
convents: Among thofe is one for the
Scottith nation, built in honor of their
cowdtryman, 3t. Colman, the patrog of
Auftria; and one of the fix gates,of this
tity is called’ the Scots' Gate, in remem-
bravieg of ¥ome fignal exploit performed
there by “8he troops of that nation. The
mbabitants of Vienna, including the fu-

burbs,
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burbs, which are larger than the city, are
compuccd at about three hundred thoufand,
In the number of fupesb fiructures Vienna
is doubtlefs remarkable; yet afterall, I
muft abate from this general eulogium of 1ts
grandepr. The ftrects, excepting thofe in
the fuburbs, are narrow -and dirty ; the
houfes and furniture of the citizens are
greatly difproportioned to the magnificence
of the palaces, fquares, and other public
buildings ; but above all, the exceffive im-
pofts laid by the houfe of Auftria upon cvery
commodity in its dominions, muft atways
keep the manufalturing part of their fub-
jefts in a ftate'of poverty, as is but too vi-
fible in the capital itfelf. Of late years,
however, the condition of the Auftrian fub-
je<ts has been greatly meliorated, and tho
beft effets will foon be found to arife from
i:his prudent change of fyftem.

With refpe& to annqumes and curiofi«
ties, bﬁre is not 2 court in Germany but
produces a cabinet of curiofities, artificial
and natural ‘.mcxent and modern, Every
¢ity of any uote has likewife inita yatwas
ble public ‘library. The vaft Getitic prisonss
cathedrals, caftles, and above ajly tawn-

houfes
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houfes in Germauy, are firiking objpéts to
every traveller. They exhibit tbe fame apr
pearance of rude magnificence as they did
four hundred years ago ;" and maay of them
have an effe& fuperior even fo that of
Greek architeCture. Among the artificial
curiofities, I muit not omit mentionmng the
celebrated ton at Heidelburg, which con.
tains eight hundred hogtheads, and is gene-
rally full of the beft Rhenith wine; with
which they never fail to regale ftrangers
who are not avegfeto the invitation.

Among the chief natural curiofities in
Germany are caves and rocks, Near Black-
enburg, in Hartz Foreft, there is a cave,
of which it is {aid that none has ever yet
found the.end, though many, we are told,
bave advanced into it for twenty miles.
But the moft remarkable curiofity of thay
kind is near Hammelin, about fifty miles
from Hanover, where, at the mouth of the
cave, flands 2 monument, which comme-
morates the lofs of a hundred and thirty
childtéd,. svho were there fwallowed up in
1284. This fad, though ftrongly attefted,
bas been difputed by fome writers.

I cannot
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I cannot take my leave of Germany with«
out expreffing a fervent with, thata confti-
tution which has fo long refifted the en-
croachments of foreign powers, and endea-
vowrred to maintain its internal tranquillity,
may contipue to preferve among its mem-
bers that mutual vnion which can alone fe-
cure their profperity and independence.
Great Britain and the Proteftant part of Ger-
many are linked together by peculiar con-
nexions. We have received from that
country an illuftridus family, which has
fwayed the fceptre with gredt advantage to
the nation. We have imterchanged with
each other princeffes, whofe virtues are ap
ornament to royalty ¢ and I doubt not but
the connexion will be yet more ftrongly ce-
mented, by a matrimoaial alliance of more
of our amiable prmceﬁ'es with. fuitable
pqnccs of that empire.

1ETTER
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LETTER 'XVI

MY prefent letter fhall 'be devoted to
the kingdoms adjoining Germany, which
are thofe of Pruffia, Bohemia, Hungary,
and Poland.

Pruffia, confidered as a kingdom, is dif-
tin& from Germany, which howevér it re-
fembles in. all its nataral produdtions, as
well as in the manners of the inhabitants.
The Pruffian monarch, by means of the ad-
vantageous fituation of his dominions, and
the wife political regulations which have
been intreduced, derives a vaft revenue
from this country, which, about a century
and a half ago, was the feat of boors and
barbarifm. It is faid that amber alone
brings Him ‘in twenty-fix thoufand dollars
annuatly, His other revenues arife from

his demefnes, his duties of cuftoms and
tolls,
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tolls, with the fubfidies yearly granfed by
the feveral flates; all which muft amount
to a very confiderable fum, exclufive of
thofe which artle from the partition of
Poland.

Hitherta the kings of Prufha have all
paid particular attention to the improve-
mentof their military force. The army,
even jn time of peace, confifts ufuaily of
2 hundred and eighty thoufand of the beft
difciplined troops in the world ; which is
the means by which that kingdom has
lately attained to fo great confideration on
the Continent. But this large military
force, though it aggrandizes the import-
ance of the fovereign, i1s extremely inju-
rious to the interefts of the people, What-
ever number of fons a peafant inay have;
they are all liable to be taken into the fer-
Yice, cxcept one, who is left to affift in the
management of the farm. The reft wear
badges from their childbood, to mark t.hal‘,
they are deftined to be foldiers, and obliged
to enter into the fervice whenever they aze
called upon. This has occafioned fuch a
drain from popufatlon, and fo much dimi~
nifhed the exertions of agriculture, that

Frederick
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Frederick 1I. endeavoured in fome degree
todave his own peafantry, by drawing as
many recruits as he could from other coun-
tries. ‘Thofe foreign recruits remain con
ftantly with the regiments in whichthey are
placed ; but the native Pruffians have every
year fome months of furlough, during
which they return to the houfes of their
fathers or brothers, and work at the bu-
finefs of the farm, or in any other way
they pleafe.

The air of Bohemia, which is al{o dif~
tin€t from Germany, s not thought fo
wholefome as that of the latter ; though in
general its {oil and produce are pretty much
the fame. This kingdom contains rich
mines of filver, quick-filver, copper, irom,
lead, {ulphur, and feltpetre.. Prague, the
capital of Bohemia, is one of the moit mag-
nificent citigs in Europe, as well as very
extenfive, and famous for its noble bridge
over the Muldaw, It is however a place
of lttle or no trade.
+Qf the old Bohemian conftitution there
now remains nothing but the form, the
government under the houfe of Auftria bes
ing now defpotic, Their ftates are dom=

poied,
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pofed of the clergy, nobility, .gentry, and
reprefentatives of towns. In general the
people bave an averfion towards the Aul-
trians ; on which account, of late, the Auf-
trian princes have been cautious of pro-
voking them by ill ufage. The revenues
of this country are whatever the fovereign
15 pleafed to exaét from the ftates of the
kingdom, when they are annually aflem-
bled at Prague ; and their amount may be
about half a million fterling.

‘I'he kingdom of Hungary may be divided
mto the upper and lower Hungary, to
which may be added Temefwaer, which has
been confidered as diftinét from Hungary;
becaufe it was formerly governed by an in-
dependent king. The air in the fouthern
parts of Hungary 1s unhealthy, on account
of its numerous lakes, ftagnated waters,
and marfhes ; but the noitherp parts being
mountainous and bairen, the air 1s falu-
brious. No country in the world can beaft
a richer {oil than that plain which extends
three hundred miles from Prefburg 10 Bed-
grade, and yimlds variety of produdtions.
Comn is there in fach plenty, that it fells
for one fixth part of its price in Eng-

land.
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land. The Hungarian baths and mineral
weaters are cfteemed the moft fovereign of
any in Europe ; but their magmﬁccnt build.
ings, Taifed by the Turks whep in pofleflion
of the ¢ountry, are fuffered to go to decay.
The Hungarian wines, particularly Tokay,
are preferable to thofe of any ather country
in Europe.

It was late before the Northern barba-
rians drove the Romans out of Hungary ;
and fome of the defcendants of their legi-
onary forces may ftill be diftingnifhed in the
infand parts, by their {peaking of Latin.

In the country of Temeiwaer there are
many faraons or gypfies, fuppofed to be the
real defcendants of the ancient Egyptians,
whom they refembie in their features, in
their propenfity to melancholy, and in ma-
ny of their manners and cpftoms. I had
ne opportunity of afcertaining the faét by
ocular demonftration, but have heen sl
fured, that the lafcivious dances of Jris, the
wprfhip of onions, many famous Egyptian
fuperftitions, and the Egyptian method of
hatching eggs by means of dung, are ftill ia
ufe amongft the female gypfies in Tea
‘melwaer,

One
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One of the molt remarkabl” natdral cue
riofities in Hungary, is a’cavern in a moun-
t3in near Szelisge., The aperture, which
fronts the {outh, is eighteen fathoms high,
%ad eight broad, Its fubterranean paffages
confift entirely of folid rock, firetching
farther than has yet been difcovered. As
far as it is praflicable togo, the height 1s
found to be about fifty fachoms, and the
breadth twenty-fix.

The artificial curiofities of this coun-
try confift chiefly of its bridges. The
Bridge of Effeck, built over the Danube,
and Drave, is, properly fpeaking, a conti-
nuation of bridges, five miles in length,
fortified with towus at certain diftances.
A biidge of boats runs over the Danube,
half a mile long, between Buda and Peft ;
and about twenty Hungarian miles diftant
from Belgrade, are the remains of a bridge
ereted by the Romans, judgad to be the
moit magnificent of any in the world.

. The Hnupgarian government preferves
the remaips of tnany checks upon the regal
power. They have a Diet or Parliamwent,
befides the Gelpan Chafts, refembling our

Joftices
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Juftices of the peace ; and every royal town
has its fenate,

Both Bohemia and Hungary have under-
gone great changes in their ancicnt confti-
tutton ; but no kmgdom has been more uat-
fortunate, than that which I am now on the
point of entering; I mean Poland.

Bleffed by nature with a healthfel cli-
mate, and a foil remarkable for its ferti-
lity 3 yet the happinefs of the people has
been perpetually obftruéted by a pernicious
confhitution of government ; nominally re-
gal, but in fa&t an ariftocracy, and that of
a kind the molt oppreflive. When I (peak
of the common-wealth of Poland, you will
readily conceive that I aliude to that form
of government which exifted before the
partition of the country ; for there now re-
mains no traces of its former ftate, nor jn«
deed of its exiftence as a diftin&t nation.
The king was then nomiaally, as 1 before
obferved, the head of the republic ; and he
was elected by the nobility and clergy, on
horfeback, in the plains of Warfaw. One
diffentient voice, pronouncing Feto, was
fufficient to invalidate the clection. When
a minority proved refraltory, the majo-

rity
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rity had no dthér pieans” of tnforcing the
cicdjon, thap by cutt,mg their enLs
l::gbtm with their fabress but if the nu-

ty was fuﬁcunﬂy ftrong, 2 Civil war
enfled. Tmmediately after the ele@jon,
the king Tigned the pafla conventa of the
kingdos, by which he engaged to intro-
duce’ o fbrcigncrs into ghe "army or go-
vetnment, Fld'was henceforth only prefi-
dént 6f the fenatc, which was compofed
of the ptimate, the archbithop of Limbui g,
fiftebn " Bihops and a hundred and thirty
layten, confifting of the great officers of
ftate, the Palatines and Caftellans, who
weré thé grandecs of the kiggdom.

“THe Diets 6f Poland were ordina ry and
extraordinary. The former met once in
pwd, and fometimes threc, yeats: the latter
wl¥ {tmmoned by the king upon eritical
emerfencies 3 bt here likewife ane diffen-
tieht voice rénddred all their dchbemnons
ineffefiinl: - Th&kmg could Homiriate the
great officers- of fate, bt ey were ,a.c-
coutable anly th Hiwfenare; HMa hé cmld
nmﬂ& %ﬂéh onck ap e

um ings oﬁhxs@b cy‘ bn-
fhipution, ehanged its'fohin With k9

maoft
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moft ebery hew king; according fio the
ftipulations which He was obliged to fign at-
his acceffion., The tribunitial Vero waes
founded wpon Gothic pringciples, jepugnant
to the diftates of civilized and rationarju-
rifdiftion ; and what greatly incteafed its
bad effeéls, it was fo far from beivg exer-
cifed from any motive of patriotifm, that it
always originated'in the influehce of fome
of the neighbouring powers, ‘who wére in-
tercfted to foment anarchy and confufiont
in the councils of Poland. Nor was this #
matter of any difficulty; for many of the.
firft nobility did not fcruple to receive pen-
fions from foreign courts, whofe views and
interefls, confequently, it became their bu-
finefs to promote. 'This ancient common-
wealth has at length been difmembered by
the three great Potentates of Ruffia, Prufs
fra, and Auftria ; and it feems at prefent te
be détermined that no veffige of its former
government fhatl be allowed to exift. Bue
this tranfiation of the territory and jurifdic-
tion of Polaitl, however arbitrary and vio-
lent, cint very httle affe@ the interefls of
the bulle of th fintidi; for they have hitherto
Iivéd iri & flase of fuch fubjetion-and favery
N 1o
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to thcir malkers, as never was furpaffed
even during the moft barbarous periods of
the fendal ages.

The chief rivers of Poland are theViftula,
or Wc){'el the Niefter, Nieper, or Borif-
thenes,.thc Bog, and the Dwina. Some of
the vegetable produtions of Poland are pe-~
euliar to ifelf, particularly a kind of manna
(if it can be called a vegetable), whichin
May and June the inhabjtants {weep into
icves with the dew, and drefling 1t in vari-
ous ways, make vfe of it for food. In Li-
thuania, which country was annexed to
Poland, great quantities of yellow amber
are frequently dug up, in pieces as large as
a man’s filt, fuppofcd to be the produétion
of a refuious pine.

The forefts of Warfovia contain great
numbers of Uri, or buffaloes, the fleth of
which the Poles reduce to a powder, and
eftecm itan excellent dith. Thefleth of the
Polith elk 1s likewife much admired by the
natives, and, forms a pringipal part in all
their great entertainments. ‘The body of
this animal refembles the deer, but exceeds
it bath in thjfknefs and length:: the legs
‘are high, the feet broad and cloven, the

horns
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horas large, rough and broad, like thofe
of a wild goat. Naturalifts have obferved,
that upon diffeting an elk, there were
found 1n its head fome large flies, with itg
brains almoft eaten away ; and it is_a fak
well attefted, that in the large woods and
forelts of the north, this animal is attacked,
chicfly towards the winter, by alarge fortof
flies, which, through its ears, attempt to
take up their winter quarters in its head.
This perfecution 1s thought to affe@ the elk
with the falling-ficknefs, by which means
it 1s taken ; an event which would others
wife not be eafily accomplithed.

Among the natural curiofities of Poland,
I fhall mention an ambiguous fpecies of
animal, which has all the form of huma-
nity, but is deftitute of its properties. It
is beyond a doubt, that fuch beings havé
been found in the woods of that country.
‘When taken, they generally, it is faid,went
on all fours ; but this circumftance I thould
‘much queftion, confidering that the forma-
tion of the human knee and feet is ex-
tremely unfuitable to fuch motion. 1t is
further faid, that fome of them have, by
proper management, attained to the ufe of

Nz fpcgeh,
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{pecch. Of the hiftory of thefe creatures
we can only form a’ conje@ure. It is pro-
bable that the frequent incurfions of the
Tartars, and other barbarous nations into
Poland, have forced the women fometimes
to leave their children expofed in the
woods ; but how thofe miferable objeéts
could afterwards fubfift, we can account
for only upon the fuppofition, that they
were nurfed by bears, or other wild beafts.
T once had occafion to fee one of thefe hu-
miliating {peftacles in a village in Germany.

Under the mountains adjoining to Riow,
in the deferts of Podolia, are feveral grot-
tos, where a great number of humaa bo-
dies are preferved. They are fuppoled to
have lain buried through a long fucceflion
of ages; but are neither fo hard, nag fo
black as the Egyptian mummies. Among
them, are two princes in their nfiral habits.
It iy thought that this preferving quality is
owing.to the matyre of the foil, which s
dry and fandy.

The falt mines of Poland confift of woa-
derfgl caverns, feveral hundred yards deep,
at the bottom of which are many intricate
windings and labyrinths. Out of thefe are

dug



LET. XVL] POLAND. 18

dug four different kinds of f{alt ; one ex-
tremely hard, like cryftal ; another fofter,
but clearer ; a third white, but brittle ;
thefe are all brackith, "but the fough is
jomewhat frether. Thefe four Xkinds are
dug in different miues, near the city of
Cracow : on one {ide of them is a ftream of
1alt water, and on the other, one of freth.

Few antiquities are to be met within
Poland ; for old Sarmatia was never per-
fefty known to the Romans themfelves :
and in artificial curiofities, it is almeft
cqually unproduétive.

The capital of Poland, you know, is
Cracow, which fltands on an extenfive
plain watered by the Viftula. Including
the fuburbs, it occupies a vaft {pace of
ground, but altogether f{careely contain
fixteen thoufand inhabitants. It 15 fur-
rounded with high brick wajls, {irengthen-
ed with round and Iquare towers in the
ancient ftyle of fortification,

Warfaw, which difputes with the pre-
ceding the honor of being the metropalis,
lies on the Viftula, and almoft in the cen-
tre of Poland. It is, or rather was, the
royal refidence, and contains many magn-

N3 ficent
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ficent palaces and other buildirigs, befides
churches and convents. It 1s computed to
contain near {feventy thoufand inhabitants,
but &f thefe great‘numbers are foreigners.
Thhe ftreeys are fpacious, but ill paved, and
the greater part of the houfes, particularly
in the fuburbs, are mean wooden hovels,
The city exhibits a ftrong contraft of wealth
and poverty, as undeed does every part of
the ancient Polith republic.

Dantzio s the capital of Polith Priffia,
and is Fimous for having been formerly at
the head of the Hanfcat:c affociatians,
commonly called the Hanfe-Towns. Tt s
fituated on the Viitula, near ive miles from
the Baltic, and 1s a large, bcavtiful, and
populoud®etty. The houics are geuerally
five flories high ; and many of its ftrects
are planted with chefnut-trees. It has a
fine harbour, and enjoys an extenfive com-
merce. This city is a republic, and claims
an adjacent territory about forty miles round
it, which was formerly unider the proteétion
of the King and republic of Poland.

LETTER
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LETTER XVIIL

FROM furveying, i my laft letter, the
relies of feveral kingdoms, which have
changed their ancient conftitution, I now
proceed {outhwaid to Switzerland, a moun~
tainous country, but which, on that ac-
count, has long been the facred afylum of
liberty on the Continent. It 13 divided
into thirteen cantons, which, though all
confederated together, enjoy not the fame
conftitution. Some are ariftocratical, others
are democratical ; and every canton is ab-
folute in its own jurifdiction. The confe-
deracy, confidered as‘'a republic, compre-
hends three divifions. The firft are the
Swifles, properly fo called. The fecond
are the Grifons, or the f{tates confederated
with the Swiffes, for their common protec-
tion, ‘The third are the Prefeures, which

though
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though fubje& to the other two, by pur:
chafe or otherwile, preferve cach its owa
particular magiftrates. Every cantan forms
within itfelf a little republic ; but when
auy ~controver{y arifes that may affeét the
whole co.ufederacy, it is referred to the ge-
ncral diet, which fits at Baden, where each
canton having a vote, every queftion is de-
cided by the majority.

The Cantons being fo various in extent,
population, and produce, it is difficult to
form any precife eftimate of their revenues.
Thofe of the Canton of Bern are faid to
amount annually to three hundred thou-
fand crowns, and of Zurich to a hundred
and fifty thoufand; the other Cantons
in proportien to their produce and ma-
nufa&uresc  Whatcver is faved, after de-
fraying the ncceflary expences of govern-
ment, i3 laid up as a ¢common ftock; and
it has been faid, though I cannot affirm it
upen, indubitable anthority, that the Swifles
arg poflefied of ive hundred thoufand pounds
fterling in the Britith funds, befides thole
in other banks,

The internal ftcength of the Swifs Can-
tons, indepensient of the wilitia, confifis of

thir~
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thirtcen thoufand four-hundred men, levied
according to the population and abilities of
each. The economy and wifdom with
which this force is raifed, and employed,
are truly admirable; as are the arraffge-
ments made by the general diet, fér main-
taining that body of militia, which are
fupplied from foreign ftates and princes,
{fo as to benefit the republic, without
any prejudice to its papulation. Every
burgher, peafant, and‘fubjc&, is abliged ro
exercife himfelf in the ufe of arms, appear
on ftated days for thooting at a mark, fur-
nith himfelf with proper cloathing and ac-
coutrements, powder and ball; and to be
always ready, when called upon, for the
defence of his country. The Swifs engage
in the fervice of foreign princes and ftates,
either merely as guards, oras marching re-
giments; In the latter cafe, the govern-
ment permits the enlifting of volunteers,
though only for fuch ftates as they are in
alliance with, or with whom they have en-
tered into a previous agreement on that ar-
ticle. But po fubje& is to be forced into
foreign fervice, or even to be enlifted, with-

out the concurrence of the magftracy.
The
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The moft confiderable ¢ity in this coun-
try is Bern, which ftands on the river Aer.
This city and canton is fuppofed to form
almoft a third of the Helvetig confederacy,
and can, upon occafion, fit out a hundred
thoufand armed men. In this canton is
Laufanne, fituated on the north fide of the
lake of Geneva, and celebrated for its uni-
verfity. Bafil is by fome accounted the ca-
pital of Switzerland. It is fituated in a fer-
tile and plecafant country, on the banks of
the Rhine, and the confines of Germany.
It contains two hundred and twenty ftreets,
and two market-places. The town-houle,
which ftands on the river Birfee, is fup-
portéd by very large pillars, and its great
hall is finely painted by the celebrated Hans
Holbein, who was a native of this city.
Baden is famous for its antiquity and baths.
In the arfenal of Zurich, which is far lefs
confiderable than Bern, is thewn the bow
of the famous William Teli, who proved
the means of delivering Switzerland from
the Auftrian yoke. In the library of the
fame city, therd is a2 manufeript of letters,
written in clegant Latin and German by

the
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the unfortunate Lady Jane Grey, to the
judicious reformer, Bullinger.

‘The ruins of Czfar's Wall, which ex-
tended eighteen miles M length, from
Mont Jura to the banks of Lake Leman,
are ftill difcernible ; and many monuments
of antiquity have been difcovered near the
Baths of Baden, which were known to the
Romans in the time of Tacttus,

In pafling over the mountainous parts of
this country, a traveller is ftruck with ad-
miration, to obferve rocks that were for-
merly barren, now planted with vines, ot
abounding with luxuriant pafture ; and to
mark the traces of a plough along the fides
of precipices fo {teep, that a horfe could not
even mount them without much difficulty.
‘The feet of the mountains, and fometimes
alfo the fummits, are covered with vine-
yards, corp-fields, and pafture-grounds.
Other parts aredreary, confifting almeoft en-
tirely of barren and inacceffible rocks, fome
of which are continuallycovered with fnow
and ice ; and the vallics between them ap-
pear like fo many fmooth frozen lzkes. In
fome parts there is a regular gradation from
extreme  wildnefs to high cultivation ;

i
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in others, the tranfitions are abrupt and
ftriking. In fhort, Switzerland abounds
with the moft picturefque fcenes that can be
wmagined ; and every diftri& in this country
Prc‘f:ntstthc traveller with fome natural cu-
riofity, 1n the thape of wild but beautiful
profpects.

Geneva, though under the proteflion of
the Helvetic body, is an independent re-
public. This city is fitated upon the afflux
of the Rhine from the fine lake-of Geneva.
It is well built and fortificd, and contains
twenty-four thoufand inhabitants, moft of
whom are Calvinifts, = It is celebrated for
the learning of the profeflors of its univer-
fity, and the good government of its col-
ieges, the purity of its air, and the polite-
nefs of its inhabitants, At Ferney, a villa
in the neighbourhood of this city, 1 had firft
the picafure of fceing the cclebrated Mon-
fieur Voltaire, with whom, upon invita-
tion, I paffed almoft 2 whole week. On
this occafion ¥ mufl relate to you the fol-
lowing anccdote.

One day afterdinner as we were fpeaking
of the beauties of the lake of Geneva, Vol-
taire, with that facetious vivacity which dif+

tinguithed
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tinguithed him, defired that I would pro-
duce four lines of Englith poetry in praife of
that fubjeét. He faid he fhould not confine me
to the attitude ofLucilius,'ﬂam pede 1muno,
but that I thould have only two minutesyor
performing the tatk ; and he appointed his
amiable and {prightly niece to be arbitrefs of
the tranfalion. She was to give the fig-
nal when the period commenced, as well
as to announce its expiration. For this
parpofe, taking from her ifide an elegant
cold watch, fhe laid it down upon the table.
Her politenefs induced her to protraét the
entre-tems, for, 1 believe, about a minute,
She then gave the fignal ; when he plea-
iantly called out to her, compres a un mo-
ment. Before the two ommnutes were ex-
pired, I producedthe two following couplets,
of which your candour will judge with the
indulgence due to an ex-tempore.

Freedom's setreat ! O facred lake renown'd,
Whom Nature’s {clIf with Alpine fame has crown’d,
Geneva, hail | too great for fecble lays,

Voltaire alone can celebrate thy praile,

He read it with apparent fatisfaltion,

and taking me by the hand, faid, emve<
rité
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ritd, Monfieur, a merveslles! Then adding,
that it was too good not be tranflated into
French, for the pleafure of the company,
he fet about writing with a pencil the fol-
lowing verfion; in which 1 need not tell
you, heingenioufly fupprefled the compli-
ment [ had paid him.

& O Lac facré, Geneve ! de 1z liberté la borne,

« Que la nature memc des plus grands honneurs
“ orne,

* Ce n’eft pasa moia chanter talouange;

« 1! faudroit pour cela la trompette d’un archange,”

The whole, 1 think, and particularly
the laft line, 1s highly chara&eriftic of his
manner.

Nothing can be more delightful to a tra-
veller than the {uimmer months in Switzer-~
land 5 and the beauties of the country are
heightencd by the agrecable charaéter of the
inhabitants, who arc diftinguified by a na-
tive fimplicity of manners, and an open un-
affe@ted franknefs. Even the common
people are far more intelligent than the
{ame rank of men in moft other countries ;
and, befides an air of gencral content and
fatisfaltion, they difcover in their houfes,

their
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their perfons, and their drefs, a cleanlinefs
not to be found in the ncighbouring‘na-
tions, which are under a'defpotic govern-
meat. On the whole, ] cannot but ap-
prove the tafte of thofe who refort w this
favoured country for the enjoymeat of pure
air, delightful fcenes, cheapnefs of living,
and the rational pleafures of fociety. On
all thefe accounts, my friend Mr. Gibbon
had a greatattachment to Switzerland.

P. S. Before clofing this letter, T have
the mortification to learn, that the Swifs
have fubmitted to the imperious diftates of
the French. Their behaviour on this oc-
cafion is far from correfponding to their
former valour and magnanimity ; but their
union and firmnefs were previoufly weak-
encd by the emiffaries and principles of that
infatuated people ; and now the riches of
the country, whatever they are, will be-
come the {poil of the invaders.

LETTER
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LETTER XVIIL

P

I[NSTEAD of croflig the Alps at pres
fent, 1 fhall direct my courfe towards the
Pyrenees, and pafs from a land where li-
berty reigned triumphant, to the gloomy
regions of a defpotifm, equal, if not
greater in feverity, to any that ever exift-
ed. You will anticipate, from my circum-
locution, that I mean thie kingdom of Spain.
With how ftriking a contraft does this
tranfition prefent me ! In Switzerland,
the inhabitants have furmounted, by induf-
try, every oBftrucion which foil} fituation,
and climate, had thrown in their way;
while in Spain, a fatal indolence has ren-
dered ineffedtual all the local advantages of
the copntry. The former have refcued
from bafrénnefs the very rocks, and the
fummits of mouatains ; the latter abandons

to
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to fierility large tras of plains, which are
capable of high cultivation. Such, how-
ever, is the natural fertility of Spain, ih ma-
ny places, that it producds, almoft {ponta-
neoufly, the richelt and moft ddrc‘ious
fruits that are to be found in France and
Italy; fuch as oranges, lemons, prunes,
citrons, almonds, raifins, and figs : at tbe
fame time that their wines, particularly fack
and ftherry, are in high requeft among
other nations. Even fugar-canes thrive
in this country ; and it yiclds faffron, ho-
ney, and fhlk, in gieat abundancc. No
country produces a greater variety of
aromatic herbs, which renders the tafte of
their kids and fheep exquifitely delicious.
Some of the mountains of Spain are cloathed
with rich trees, fruits, and herbage, to the
tops ; and Seville omanges noted alj overthe
world. In fhort, few countries, as I have
already intiﬁlatcd, are more indebted to

nature than Spain, and le(s to induftry.
This country however, is much infeft
cd with locufts. They have fometimes
appeared in the aif in fuch numbers 25 to
darken the kky, Their fenfe of fmelling,
it is faid, is fo delicate, that they can difco-
Q ver
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ver acorn-field, or a garden, ata confiders
able diftance ; and which they will ravage
almoft in an inflant. Some travellers are
of oginion, that the Spaniards, by timely at-
tention, ymight defiroy the eggs of thofe
pernicious infels, and thereby totally ex-
tirpate them.

The chicf mountains in Spain are the Py-
renecs, which extend two hundred miles
in length, from the Bay of Bifcay to the
Mediterranean. Over thefe mountains
there are only five narrow paflages to
France ; ome of which, in particular,
namcly that which fcparates Roufillon from
Catalonia, has been greatly improved.
Here it formerly required the f{trength of
thirty men to fupport, and nearly as many
oxeu to drag up_ a carriage, which four
horfes now do with eafe. The Cantabrian
mountains are a kind of continuation of the
Pyrences, and reach to the Atlantic Qcean,
foath of Cape Finifterre. No Briton
is unacquainted with Mount Calpe, now
called the Hill of Gibraltar,:and in an-
.cieut times, one of the pillars of Hercules.

But among the mountains of 3gais,
Montferrat is one of the moft remarkable
D
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in the world for fituation, compsfition,
and’ fhape. It ftands in a vall plain, about
thirty miles from Barcelona, and nearly in
the centre of the principality of Cata}onia.
It is called by the inhabitants of the diftri&
Monte Serrado, which fignifies a cut or
fawed mountain, and it isfo called from its
extraordinary and fingular form: For it is
fo broken and fubdivided, and fo crowned
with an infinite number of cones, that
viewed at a diftance, it has the appearance
of being artificial; but upon a nearer ap-
proach, of being evidently the produétion
of nature. Each of the conical fummits
appears then of itfelf a mountain ; and the
whole compofe an enormous mafs, about
fourteen miles in circumference, and com-
puted to be in height three thoufand three
hundred feet. It is a fpot [0 admirably
adapted forretirement and contemplation,
that it has, for many ages, been inha-
bited by monks and hermits, ¥Whofe firft
vow is fiever to forfake it. There is erefted
on the mountain a convent, dedicated to
our Lady of Montferrat, to which pilgrims
tonﬂantly refort from the fartheft parts of

02 Europe.
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Europe. All the poor who come thither
are fed gratis for three days, and all the'fick
received info the hofpital. Sometimes, on
partipular feftivals, feven thoufand perfons
arrive ia one day ; but people of condition
pay a reafonable price for what they eat.
On diffcrent parts of the mountain are 2
number of hermitages, all of which have
their Iittle chapels, ornaments for faying
mafs, water-cilterns, and moft of them
Jittle pardens.  The inhabitants of one of
thefc hermitages, which is dedicated to St.
Benato, has the privilege of making an
anpual cntertainment on a certan dayy¢'to
vwhich all the other hermits are invited ;
when they receive the facrament from the
hands of the mountain vicar, and after di-
vine fervice dine together. They meet
alfo at this hermitage, on the days of the
fuints to whom their feveral, hermitages
are dedicated, to fay mafs, and converfe
with eich other. At all other times they
livein a very reclufe mauncr, perform va.
rious penances, and adhere to very rigid
rules of abftinence, nor do they ever eat
ficth. They are pot permitted to keep
within' their walls either dog, cat, bird, or

any
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any living creature, left their attention
fhould be drawn from heavenly to carthly
affetions.

I made enquiry with refpe&t to the lon-
gevity of thofe monaftic mhab:tanfs of
Montferrat ; and 1 was told that moit of
them live to a great age. This, doubtlefs,
1s owing not only to their habitual tcmpe-
rance, but to the purity of the air, which
in this fituation cannot but be highly fa-
lubrious.

The rivers of Spain are the Duero, the
Tayo, or Tagus, the Guadiana, Guadal-
qui.vcr, the Ebro, and the, Tinto. The
laft of thefe 1s {o named from giving a tinge
1o its waters, which are as yellow as a to-
paz, hardening the fand, and petrifying it
in a {urprizing manner. 1f aftone happens
to fall in, and refls upon another, they be-
come in a year's time perfedtly unitgd.
‘This river Withers all the plants on 1ts
banks, as well as the roots of trees, whicls
it dies of the {ame colour as its waters. No
fith live in its ftream. It kills worms ia
cattle when given them to drink 5 but in
general, no animals will drink out of this
river, excepting goats, the fleth of which,

neverthelefs,
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severthelefs, has an excellent flavowr,
Thefe fingular properties continue til}
other rivolets 1un into it, and alter its
natuie.

Spiin abounds both in metals and mine-
rals. The Spanifk iron, next to that of
Damafcus, furnifthes the beft arms in the
world, and in former times brought in a vaft
revenue to the crown. FEven to this day,
Spanith gun-barrels, and {words of To-
ledo, are highly valued. In ancient times,
Spain was celsbrated for gold and filver
mines, The latter was in fuch plenty,
that Strabo informs us, that when the Car-
thaginians took poffeffion of Spain, their
domeftic and agricultural utenfils were
of this metal. Thofe mines have now dif-
appeared ; but whether by their being ex-
haufted, or through the indolence of the in-
hahitants in not working thcm is uncertain.

The Spanith horfes, efpecially thofe of
Andalufia, are thought to be the handfomeft
of any in Europe, and at the fame time
very Twift. ‘Fhe country likewife fur.
nithes mules and-black cattle; and is fa-
mous for the ferocity of its wild bulls,
Wolves are the chief beafis of prey thae

pefter
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pefter Spain, which is well flored with alt
the game .and wild fowl ufual in other
countries. Sheep are ip fuch- plenty in
Spain, efpecially in the nogthern parts, that
according to fome late informatione the
number of fhepherds amount to forty thou.
fand. '

Hiftory affures us, that in the time of Ju-
lius Czfar, there were in Spain nolefs than
fifty millions of fouls. Before the difco-
very of America, in 1492, the number
was computed at twenty mallions, This
difcovery however drained the kingdom ef
almoit half its inhabitants; to which na-
tional lofs was added the expulfion of a
million of Moors, about the fame period,
with another million in 1610 and 1612,
At prefent, it is compuied, that the num-
ber of perfons who are of age to receive
the facraments, is about fix mallions and a
half. But in this computation there are
included fixty-feven thoufand monks, and
half that number of nuns, who area ufelefs
burden upon the ftate. Including children,
it is probable, that the whole inhabitants of
the kingdom do not amount by feveral mil-

lions, to the number at which they were
*rated
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rated in the beg-inn'mg of the laft century?
an evident proof of the declining ftate of
this once powerl{ul monarchy.

The Spaniarde arc remarkable for enter-
tainhag ideas of feif-importance beyond that
of any Sther nation ; but this pride, how-
ever ridiculous, is not without its good ef-
felts. It infpires them fo much with fen-
timents of honour, that a Spanith noble-
man, gentlemmn, or even trader, 15 {eldom
guilty of a mean adtion« But the common
people who live on the coafts, partake of
al the bad qualities that are to be found in
otlicr nations ; of which, indeed, they are,
for the moft part, a motley alfemblage.

After all that has been faid of the Spa-
nith ladics, their beauty reigns chiefly in
their novels and romances, which are filled
with extravagance on this fubje&t. The
country doubtlefs produccs fome as fine wo-
men as any in the world; but beauty by no
means forms their general charalter. In
their. perfons they are commonly tall and
flender ;- but they arc {aid to employ much
art in fupplying tive defeéls of nature. Their
indifcriminate ufe of paint, not only upen
their faces, but their necks, arms, amd

hands,
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hands,.'sndoultedly injures their com-
plexion, and fhrivels the fkin. It is, how-
ever, generally admitted that they havea
great deal of wit and vivacity. The Spa-
niards, among their many good quadities,
are remarkable for {obriety in eafing and
drinking. They frequently breakfaft, ss
well as fup, in bed. Their breakfaft is
vfually chocolate, tea or coffee beihg fel-
dom drank. Both fexes ufually flecp after
dinner, and take ghe air in the cool of the
evenings. Dancing is fo much their favo-
rite entertainment, that it is no uncom-
mon thing to fec a grandmother, mother,
and daughter, all in the fame country
dance. '

I did pot fec the Fandango, which is
{aid to refemble a dance at Otaheite, a5 de-
{cribed by the voyagers ;3 but it prevails only
among the Jower kind of people.

The ufdal time for their vifits, a5 in
other hot countries, is the evening. At this
time the men meet abroad n public places
of refort, and the ladies vifit each other at
their houfes, where the floors of the apart-
ments are covered with rich carpets, and
cuthions of {Uk or velvet; they yet cetain-

g
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ing the cufiom of the Moars of fitting on
thc floor. ‘Fhey never addrels one another
by any diginguithing tithe, as, your high-
nefs, yourgrace, &c. but the title of donsa
is gien to ladies of every rank. Thofe of
diftin€ibn, however, pay their vifits in
great ftate. They are carried in a chair
by four men, of whom the two foremoit
are uncovered. Two others attend as a
guard, and a feventh carries a lantern. A
coach drawn by mules immediately follows,
ceatainag her women, and another the
upper male domeftics, feveral menial fer-
vants walking after. The whole procef-
fion is very flow, conformable to the
gravity of the people. Few coaches, ex-
cept the king’s, are drawn by haorfes,
though haidly any count:y affords a finer
breed for the purpofe.

Every town in Spain has a large {quare
for the purpofe of exhibiting buli-Aghts.

As 1 believe you have never feen any of
thofe {peflacles, 1 prefent you with an ac-
caunt of one which occurred to my obfer-
vation in pafling through Spain. ~

On the fpot where any of thofe are ex-

hibixed, fcaffolds are previoufly escied fos
the
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the fpedtators, sad the beafts are fhutnpin
ftalls, made as dark as poflible, to rendes
them the fiercer on the day of battle. Every
thing being ready, the bulis remained to
be deiven acrofs the area from the ftables in
which they were confined, toa fmfller, be~
hind the amphitheatre, where they wers
to be kept apart from each other. The firft
{table was almoft clofe to the amphitheatre,
and a wall of boards fix feet high was pur
up on eich fide of the way by which the
bulls were to pals. At a quarter paft four
in the afternoon, ten bulls were let into
the area, in order to be put into the {tables
at the oppofite door; 2 ruan on foot lead-
ing before them a tame ox, which had been
bred with the bulls, to decoy them into
thofe receptacles. Three combatants on
horfe-back placed themfelves at fome dif-
tance, one on each fide of, and the other
oppofite to’the door at which the bull was
to enter. A trumpet was then founded, as
a fignal to let in a bull, and the man who
opened the door got behind it immediately.
During a quarter of an hour preceding
this period, the bulls had been teazed by
pricking them in the back, This is done
by



104 LETTERS OF ATRAVELLER.

by perfons placed on the cicling of the fla-
bles, which was Ipw, and conftru@ed in
fuch a manner as to afford convenience for
the operation. The bulls were diftinguith-
ed bwa fmall knot of ribband fixed to their
fhouldem.

The bull made direétly at the firft horfe-
man, who received it on the point of his
fpear, held in the middle tight to his fide,
and pafling under his arm-pit. This wea-
pon making a wide gafh in the bulPs fhoul-
der, occafioned it to draw back, the blood
in the meay time ruthing out in a torrent.
"The force with which the bull attacked the
man was fo gjeat, that the fhock had nearly
overfct both him and his horfe.

A freth bull now entered the amphithe-
atre, where it {tared about, frrighted by the
clapping and hallooing of the multitude.
It then ran fucceflively agamft the two
other combatants on horfcback, and from
cach received a deep wound. A fignal was
now given with the trumpet for the horfe-
men to retire ; and the men on foot began
their attack, who ftruck barbed darts into
every part of the animal’s body. The
trumpet’ again founding, the matador ap~

peared,
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peared, carrying in his left hand a cloak
extended on a fhort ftick, and in his right
a two-edged {word, the blade of which was
flat, four inches broad, #nd a yard long.
At the moment when the bull ran {foufly
at him, be plunged his {fword into its neck,
behind the horns, by which it inftantly fell
down dead. If the matador miffes s aim,
and cannot deferid himfclf with the cloak,
he is almoft furc to lofe his life, as the
exafperated animal exerts its remaining
frrength with almoft incredible fury. The
dead bull was immediately dragged out of
the area by three horfes on a full gallop,

whofe traces were faftened to its horns.
Another bull was then lct in, more furi-
ous than the former. The horfeman mifled
his aim, and the bull thruft his horns into
the horfc’s belly.  The latter becoming
ungovernable, the rider was obliged to dif-
mount and abandon it to the bull, which
purfued it round the area, till at laft the
horfe fell, and <xpired. Four other horfes
were fucceflively killed by this bull, which
only received flight wounds, till the laft of
the horfes kicked its jaw to pieccs.  One of
stre horfemen broke his fpear in the bull’s
neck,
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neck, and the horfe and reder fell to the
ground, when the latter breaking his leg,
was carried off. The footmen then fet to
work again, and afterwards the matador
put & gnd to his life. The third bull killed
two horfes by goring them in the belly.
On this occafion, ten bulls were maflacred,
and the {pefiacle concluded in two howurs
and a half. The bulls fleth was immedi-
ately fold to the populace at ten quartos z
pound, which amounts to about three
pence.

The Romans were not more delighted
with the combats of the gladiators and wild
beafts, than the Spaniards are with thofe en«
tertainments, which are, howcver, of late
years, become far lefs frequent than for~
merly.

Another diverfion almoft pecuhiar to the
people of this nation, is that of: ferenading
their miftreffes. It is performed either
with wocal or inftrumental mufic, the lattes
of which is extremely rude. In this amufe-
ment, however,there is hardly a young fels
low who{pends not the beft part of the night,
though perhaps almoft utterly unacquamted

with
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with the lady to whom the compliment it
paid.

Spain has not produced learned men m
proportion to the excellent capacities of its
natives 3 but a few of the Spanith, wWriters
are diftinguithed by extraordinary -merit.
The memorable Cervantes, the author of
Doa Quixote, does immortal honour to the
country, by his humorous fatire, which had
the happy effedt ‘of exploding the ridiculous
{pirit of knight.errantry, that uaniverfally
prevailed in that nation. This extraordi-
nary man was born at Madrid, in rs549.
He enlifted in a ftation little fuperior to
that of a2 common foldier, and at laft died
negletted, after fighting bravely for his
countty at the battle of Lepanto, in which
he loft his left hand. He was in prifon for
debt, when he compofed the firft part of
his biftory.

uevedo ig alfo well known for his Vi-
fions, and fome other produétions of the
humotous and fatirical kind, He was
contemporary with Cervantes, and equally
excelled in verfe and profe. Poetry appears
to have been cultivated in Spain atan early
period ; I mean, however, pofteriar to the

time
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time of .the’ Romans, theugh-uvnder-them
there were feveral Latin poets in Spain.
After the Saracens had fettled in this king-
dom, they introduccd into it their own lan~
guagl, religion, and literature; and- the
oriental ftyle of poetry then very generally
prevailed, The Spaniards had before this
epoch addicted themfelves much to Roman
litetature ; but abandoning that purfuit,
sheir tafle ran fo much towards oriental
produdlions, that they could write Arabic
with remarkable purity, and compofed
verfes in that language with as much flu-
ency and clegance as the Arabians themi<
felyes. About this time alfo the’ Spanifh
Jews made 2 confiderable figure in litera-
rature ; . for the purpofe of promoting
which, -they brought over men of learning
from Babylon, where they maintained aca-
demies at their own expence.  The Spa-
nith Jews had alfo flourithing fchooks at
Seville, Granade, and Toledo; from whence
srofc the pumereus Hebrow proverbs, swd
modes of -fpeech, that have erept into the
Caitihan langwage, and ferm a conipicuous
part of its phrafeclogy.

‘The
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Fhe Spanith writers alfo boaft of theit
Troubadours as far back 3s the twelfth or
thirteeath centuriess- the Provengal and
Galician disle@s being then very prevalent
Many other Spanith poets, fince that txmc,
have gained confiderable reputation: but
the moft diftinguithed dramatic poet of this
country was Lopez de Vega, who was con»
temporary with our Shake(peare. His works
difcover an imagination aftonifhingly fer-
tile, but not fufﬁciently reftrained within
the bounds of probability., He indecd
wrote too much to be correft. His lyric
compofitions, and fugitive pieces, with his
profe eflays, form a colle&ion of ffty vo-
lumes, befides his dramatic works, which
amount to twenty-fix volumes more ; ex-
clufive of four hundred fcriptural dramatic
pieces, called in Spain Awtos Sacramestales.
His genius, fuch as it was, he exerted
with indefatigable induftry ; and this qua-
lity appears predominant in.feveral other
Spanifh writers. Teftitus, a theologift of
that nation, was the moft veluminous that
ever wrote ; but his works have long been
diflinguithed only by their extraordimary

bulk. Herrera, and Solis, in pagttular,
p with
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with & few other, writers, have difplayed
hiftorieal abilities : but at prefent, a tafte
fog litgrture of any kiad, 19 far from being
pl‘e}'alﬁnt in Spdin. There are, however, in
this ceintry, no lefs thaa ;wcnty-four LT IES
verhties, the chief of which 1s Salamanca,
founded by Alphonfus, king of Leon, in the
year i2o0.

Some Spaniards have likewife diftin-
guithed themielves in architeCture, fculp-
ture, and painting ; of which arts we meet
with manyexcellent {pecimens in the cities
and palaces, particularly the Efcunal.

Spaw: contains feveral antiquities, both of
Roman and Moorith origyn Near Sego-
via, a grand aqueduét, ereted by Trajan,
extends over a deep valley between two
hills, and is fupported by a double row of
a hundred and fifty-two arches., Other
Roman aqueduéls, theatres, and circy, are
to be found at Terrago, ‘zad different parts
of Spain. Near the city of Salamanoca are
fhe remuims of a Roman way, paved with
Eirpe flat ftonesr; it extinded $6 Merida,

was thente contiomed to Sewills, At
‘Todeds; vnce the metropolis of Spains are
the -rhdliliing <of an old Roman- theetre,
which
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which is now comeerted inkd = tithedral.
The roof is lupporsed by thre¢ hundred agd
hfty pillars of Aok mnrblc; ia tcn rows,
forming eleven aifles, in'which are three:
hundred and fixty-fix altars, and p®@enty-
four gates ; every part being richly edorned
with the moft noble and coftly ornaments.
At Martorel, a town fome miles from Bar-
celona, there is a very high bridge, built in
1768, out of the niins of a decayed one,
which had been ere@ed by Hanoibal, and
sxifted 1985 yeats. At thenorth cud 15 a
triumphal aich, or gate-way, fad to have
been raifed by that general, i honour of his
father Hamilear. It is ftill almofl entire,
well proportioned and fimple. without any
kind of ornament, except a rim or two of
hewn fone. In the neighbourhood of
Murviedro, the ancient Saguotum, are
fome remains of 8 Roman theatre, an exs&
femicircle, "alsout eighty two .yards in dim-
meter. Some of the galleries are cut out
of a folid rock.

Amoug theMoorith antiquities in Spaio,
the moft diftinguithed, as well as the mold
entire, is the royal paluce of the: Alhambrs,

M Gtanada. It was built in 128w, by the
P2 fecond
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fecond ‘Mooriflf Rigp- of Granada ; and in
1402, - Wis taken by the Spaniards. K is
fivvated 80 o hill, which 4s afcended by a
road; bordered ith hedges of double or
imtper}.d myrtles, and rows.of elms. On
this hill, within the walls of the Alhambra
the Emperor, Charles V. began a new pa-
lace in 1568, which was never finifhed,
though the thell of it remains. It 18 built
of yellow ftone. The outfide forms a {quare
of a hondred and ninery feet. * The infide
confifts of a grand circular court, with g
portico of the Tufcan, and a gallery of the
Doric order, each fupparted by thirty-two
columns® made of as many fingle pieces of
marble. The grand entrance is ornamented
with columas of Jafper, on the pedeftals of
which are the reprefentations of battles, in
marble baflo relievo. The Alhambra.itfelf
is.a mafs of many houfes, and towers walled
round) :and built of Jarge ftones of differznt
dimenfions. Aldmoft -all the apartments
have {tueco walls and ciclings, fortie carval,
{ome paiated, and othessfile. wird scovored
awith various fenteénces in the Arabic lan-
guage.y | AWiithin arg {everal baths, sha wrlks
$loors, andeqiglings of which arg of .whike

marble,
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marble. The gandens abound with omége
and lemon trees, ‘pomegyanates, and myrs
tles, At the end of the sxs another
palace called Generaliph, firnated on 2 more
elevated flation than the Alhambex” From
the balconies of chis palace is one of the
fineft profpects 1 ever beheld, over the
whole fertile plain of *Granada ; bounded
by the fnowy mountains. The Moors to
this day regret the lofs of Granada,-apd flaji
offer up prayers to God for the recovery of
the city. Many other noble monunfents,
erefted in the Moorith times, remain in
Spain, fome of them in tolergble preferva-
tion, and others exhibiting {uperd ruias
Spain is not remarkable for natural cur}.
ofities ; but a royal cabinet of natural hif-
tory was opened at Madnid, for the ufe of
the public, by the King’s order in 1775,
Every thing in this repofitoty is ranged with
necstnefs and ¢legance, but the celle®ion of
birds and beafts, at prefent is ndt large,
The cabinet, contans many . {pegimens of
Mexican ang, Beruvian vafes and utenfils,
which evince that the arts had made con-
fidergble progrefs in thofe couatrics,

In



29 LETTERS OB E«PRAVELLERS

In blowitigog: the rock of Gibraltzy,
many pigcesoft and teeth have been
found .iporporateg with the ftone ; fome
of ‘which have been brought to England,
and depodited in the Britith Mufeun. -On
the weft fide of. the mounmn, is the cave
called St. Michael's, ¢lévenn hundred and
ten feet above the horizon. Many pillars
of various fizes, fome of them two feet m,
diameter, have been formed in it by the
droppings' of water which have petri.
fied .in- fating. The water perpetually
drope from the roof, and forms an infinite
number pf Ralaétita, of a whitith colour,
compuofed?of feveral coats or crufts, and
which, as well as the pillars, continually
ncreale iv batk,

: After furveying fo much of 8pain in my
prefent fetter, 1 fhall fufpend the farther
soceunt of that kingdom till my next ; and
in the "mean tivie enjoy the -hofpiable en.
tertainfentafforded to o Britith traveller on
she celebrated (pot bf Gibssitar.

LETTER
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LETTER XIX

=5

IN my progrefh through Spain; I fopped
feveral weeks in the capital of the- king-
dom, Madrid, which by means of the im-
provements made lately in point of cleanli.
nefs, 15 now become a much more com.
fortable refidence than formerly,"when the
weather s not too hot.  This city is envie
roned, at fome diftance, with very lofty
mountains, the fummits of which are fre-
quently covered with fnow, as they were
during a pgrt of my excurfion. It is for-
roundcd by a mud Wwall, and conitaing about
three hundredt thoufand inhabivams, The
ftreets are {pacious and handfome, and it
is now well pavied and lighted. The houfes
are of brick, and laid out more for thew
thini cofiveniency. For one mufl generally
pafs throogh two or three large aparttents

of
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of no ufes .to come at 2 fmail room at the
end, wherntthe ffnkly ;. The windows,
befides hawing a jalcony, are grated with
iron bars, perticularly the lgwer range, and
fometi:aes all the reft; fo that the houlfes
in general look more like prifons, than the
habitations of people at their liberty. Se-
parate families commonly inhabit the fame
houfe, as in Paris, and Edinburgh. Fe-
reignays, are often much diftreffed for lodg-
ings .ot Madrid, as the Spaniards are not
fond :of recetving ftramgers into their
houles, efpecially when known to be pro-
teftants. . Proviions here are cheap, byt
in the whele city there is neither tavern
yor coffee-houfe, aud the only newipaper is
the Madrid Gazette, the perufal of which
cap afford very little entertainment.

The royal palace ftands an an gminence,
on the weft fide of the city. It is a [pacious
and magnificent, fruéture, confifting of
three cguris, and commands a beautiful
projpad., Fach of the frants is four hune
dred aud Jeventy feet in length, 4nd a bua-
dred high. . No palace ip Europe is.fitted
vp mare dupesbly. The great audiepce
Shamberys a hundred and twenty fect long,

and
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and” buag with crimfon velvet richly ems
bresdered with gold. It} ornamented alfa
with twelve laoking gla cach ten feet
high, and with twelve tables of the fineft
Spanith marble. The other royal ffalaces
round the capital are defigned for hunting-
fsats, or houfes of retirement for the royal
family. The chief of thefe are Buen Re-
tiro, Cafa del Campo, Aranjuez, and St
Iidefonzo, The frft two are not confpia
cuous, and Buen Retiro is now ftripped of
all its beft pi€tures and furniture. The pa-
lagce of Aranjuez itfelf is rather an elegant
than a magnificent building, but its gar-
dens are extremely delightful. Here is alfo.
a park many leagues round, cut acrofs in
different parts, by alleys of two, three, and
even foug miles extent. Each of thefe al«
leys 1s formed by two double rows of elm-
trees on each fide, [which afford a very
agreeable fhade in the fummer months:
The.alleys ate wide enough te admit of
four coaches abreaft; and betwcen: each
double row.there 15 a narrow chaanel,
through which runs a fiream of water. <. In
the intervening fpaces of the, park, thesa
are thick groves of fimaller trees of varioud

kinds ;
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kinds ; , anids thosfasdy of doer wod’ wild
boars w: st large, befides pyme
beslets bares, its, pheafants, partridges;
snd feveral other kinds of birds. The nii
ver Thgus runs through this place, and di:
vides it into two unequal parts. The pa~
lace ftands in the centre of this great park,
aad is partly furrounded by the ‘gardens,
which are exceedingly pleafant, and adorn-
ed. with fountains and ftatues.

The padace of St. lldefonfo is built of
brick, plaftered and painted, but no pan
of the architefiure is agreeable. It is two
ftories high, and the garden front has thirs
ty-one wiadows, and twelve rooms in a
fuite, The gardens are on a flope, on the
top of which is a great refervoir of water,
which fupplies the fountains, and is fur.
nithed by the torrents which pour dewn
vhe adjacent hills. In the gardens aro twen-
ty-feven fountsins. The -bafons are of
white marble, and manqy of the ftatues-are
admirable

But the beaft of Spain is the Eftonisd, oné
of the largc@ zdifices in the world. It i
fmd to bave boena built by PhilipIE. of Spain)
in cofequence of a vow he made to S,

Laurence,
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Lwsrence, befdre the bettle of St Quintin,
whach was fought an thz\lath of Augult
z5%7. Accordmy to the §panith accounts,
frx mdlions of docats werk-expended upon
its confiruétion. It confifts of fevera)ourts
and quadrangles, which altogether are dif-
pafed in the fhape of a gnidiron, the inftru-
ment of the martyrdom of St. Laurence.
The building s an oblong fquare of fix
hundred and forty feet by five hundred and
eighty., The height up to the roof is al
round fixty feet, except on the garden fide,
where the ground 18 more taken away. At
cach angle is a fquare tower two hundred
feet high. The number of windows in the
well front is two hundred, in the eaft three
hundred and fixty-fix, The orders em-
ployed are the Deric and Ionic; but the
outward appearance of this vaft mafs 15 ex-
tremely plain, and far from being gratify~
ing to the view. With its towers, finall
windows, and fteep floping roof, it cer-
tainly exhibits an uncouth ftyle of archi-
teélure ; notwitbftanding which, the domes
and the prodigious extent of its fromts, ren-
deor it a wonderfully grand objet.

The
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The dhudtdy which- dande o the centre
of this. visll -conyedt, &s large; aw'!ui,‘ =hd
rivhly, but nof affe@edly, ornamented
;The cupola is Dold and light. The high
altar j compofed of rich marbles, agates,
and jafpers, of great rarity, all of them the
produce of Spain. Two magnificent Ca-
tafuiguas fill up the fide arcades of this
fan&tuary. On one, the emperor Charles
V.- his wife, daughter,rand two fifters, are
reprefented .in bronze, larger than life,
kneeling ; oppofite are the effigies of Philip
1l. and his two wives, of the {ame mate-
ri1als, and in the fame devout attitude.

Urderacath is the ‘burial place of the
royal - famaly, called the Pantheon. This
maufolsum is cwrcular, thirty-fix feet dia-
meter, and incrufted with fine_marble, in
an elegant tafte. The bodies of the kings
and queens lie in tombs of marble, in
niches, one above another. ' Thers are
twenty-fix ¥f theic urps, bwt. as yet.only
thirteen. are flled ; the lag two kings, and
all the guoeng that died without. iffue, be-
ing-busied eHewhcre. The plan-of thefe
fepuichres is grand, and executed with g
princely magnificence ; but the whole may

ap-
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appear too light;-apd gwo delicately Akted
up for the idea we ate apt§o form of a re-
pofitbry of the dead.

The colledion of pifturts difpafed about
various parts of the church, &ec. s pqual,
if not {uperior, to any gallery in Europe,
except that of Drefden. It was formed
out of the fpoils of Italy, and the wafted
cabinct of Charles I. of Eugland ; and con-
tains fome of the moft capital works of the
greateft painters that have flourifhed fince
the revival of the art. Amongft thele 1s
the celebrated Madonna de! Pefea of Ra-
phael, one of the moit valuable pittures in
the world. The perfonages that compofe
the fubjeft are, the Virgia Mary f{eated,
with her fon in her arms. On her right
the angel Raphael introduces Tobit, who
kneeling prefents the fith, which gives
name to the whole. On the other fide
ftands St. Jerame, in the habit of a cardi.
nal, kneelingnear a lion.

Seville, the julia of the Romans, is nevt
to Madrid, the largeit city in Spain, butis
greatly decayed both in riches and popula-
tion, The walls appear to be of Mooride
conftruétion, The fuburb of Triana is re~

markable
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markable ~for - ita gloqmy Lodthic caftle,
where, -in 14814 the inquifitibn: wap forf}
eflablithed ta Sp§in. The cathiedral of this
city is a fine Gdthic building, with 2 cu-
riousdlecple or tower, reckoned the greateft
curiofity in Spain; having at the top a
mowveable figure of a2 weman, called La
Giralda, which turns round with the wind,
and is referred to in Don Quixote. The
profpeét of the coontry round this city, be-
held from the fteeple juft now mentioned,
is extremely delightful.

Salamanca is a large, ancient, and po-
pulous city, built on three hills and two
vallies. There are in it ten gates, and it
contains twenty-five churches. The river
Tormes runs by this city, and ias a bridge
aver it of twenty-five arches, built by the
Romans, and yert entire.

Barcelona, formerly Barcino, is faid to
have been founded by Hsmilcar Barcas.
It is fituated on the Mediterranean, facing
Minorcs, and is one uf the handfomett ci-
sies in Spaiv, as well ag one of the moft
populons. A @ngular cuitom prevails here
on the firft of November, the 2ve of All
Boulks, - They run abowt’ from houfe o

houfe



LET. Xikd seALH, AAg

boufe to eat chefnyts, believing, that with
exery chefnut they {waflow, with proper
faith and unltion, they aﬂl deliver a foul
out .of purgatory.

The interior cities of Spain, ang thofe
on the Mediterranean, are in general plea-
fant, but I cannot fay fo much for Cadiz,
the great emparium of Spamith commerce.
It ftands on an ifland, feparated from the
continent of Andalufiz, by 2 very narrow
arm of the fea, over which s a fortified
bridge that joins it to the main land. The
entrance into the bay 1s guvarded by two
forts, The houfes are lofty, with fiat roofs,
and moft of them have a turret for a view
of the fea; but the ftreets are narrow, ill
paved, and nafty, and during mght ex-
tremely infefted with rats,

When fpeaking of Cadiz, I muft inform
you, that all along the coaft of Spain, there
are watchstowers from mile to mule, with
lights and guards during night; fo that
from Cadiz to Barcelona, and from Bilbog
to Ferral, the whole kingdom may be fopa
alarmed in cafe of an invabion.

The annualrevenue of Spain is eftimated
at from five tossight millions Rerling. . The

king
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king has likewife a fifth of all the filver
mines that are wgrked in Schth Ameriga ;
but it is faid thet ﬁtery little of this propesty
ever comes into his coffers. . The taxes are
of varipus kinds, and in the payment of
thele the clergy and the military orders are
exempted, .

In all the courts of Earope, 2 folemnity
of behaviour is ufual in the royal prefence,
and is affe€ted even by the fovereigns them-
felves ; but at Madrid I found it different
from any thing I had formerly feen. The
Spanifh court, n this refped, partakes of
the general charaéter of the nation. Po-
litenefs is almott entirely loft in a ftiffnefs
of demeanour ; and in that of the royal fa-
amily, there is an air of fupercilious flate,
by no means favourable to real dignity.
But amidft all this affamed fuperiority, it
is remarkable that this coust is dittinguithed
by the toleration of one privilege, refpect-
Ing which the fovereigns in other countries
have been peculiarly referved. The Spa-
nith nobidity, who are unmixed with the
Moorith blood, are denominated Hidalgo,
and are divided into princes,’ dukes, mar-
quifles, and other inferior titles. Sach aa

are
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gre’ created grandees, may flahd coversd
before the king, and Yre treated with
princely diftin&ions. Befifles thefe, certain
other dignitaries, both in church and ftate,
are allowed the enjoyment of the Eme in-
vidious privilege.

With all the extermal pomp of rofaity;
the Spanith monarch muft appear at this
moment in a very degrading fituation,
Conncdted with the royval family of France
by the clofeft ties of confanguinity, he en-
tered into a folemn treaty with great Bri-
tain and other powers, to take up arms
againft the faftion which had overturhed
the government m  that country. e had
not long perfevered in this tiain, when
changing his meafures, he not only re-
nounced his cngagement, but even enxered
into a confederacy with thoefe regicide:,
againit his former ally. Tergiverfation s
a bafenefs, not unfrequent with fovereign
powers; but that of his Moft Catholic Ma-
jefty is, like his apoftolical title, in the fu-
perlative degice. ~ He adls in concert with
the French republicans, againtt all the unit-
ed motives of honor, inclination, and inte-
reft. His treafury, as dettitute of Tiches, as

Q his
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his councils of wifdom and magnanimity;
he profecutes 2 whr immediately pernicious
to the commereq of-htskmgdom, and ulti-
smately, even if fuccefsful, fatal to the
exiftence of his crown. The eventual efta-
blithment of the prefent French governs
ment would operate as an incentive to re-
volution in all the provinces of Spainj
and the degraded ftate of that monarchy
would net a little facilitate the change.

LETTER
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LETTER XX

UITTING 2 kingdom, declined from
its grandeur throughruinous impolicy, I ftep
nextinto one which has Jong, if not always,
been inconfiderable from its natural weak-
nefs ; namely, that of Portugal, the an-
cient Luntania of the Romans. The laft
objeét we viewed in Spain, was the mo-
narch tottering upon his throne; and here
we are prefented with a fimilar profpeét of
the viciffitudes of human grandeur, though
from a caufe fuperior to the fagacity or
prevention of mortals. But enough of this
melancholy fubjeét.

The air of Portugal, efpecially about
Lifbon, is foft and genial, but the foil, in
general, is not equally favorable to the pro-
dution of corn with that of Spain. The
fruits, however, are the fame as in the lat-

Q.2 ter,
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ter, though not fo highly flavoured. The
face of this country is mountainous, or ra-
ther rocky, for the mountaius are generally
barren. The chief rivers are thofe of Spain,
all of whieh rumung weftward, fall into
the Atlantic Ocean.  Among thele the Ta-
gus, or Tayo, was anciently celebrated for
its golden fand.

Lifbon, the. capital of Portugal, is beau-
tifully fituated on the north banks of the
Tagus, in the form of a crefcent. Though
a great part of it was ruined by an earth-
quake 1n 1755, it fiill contains many mag-
nificent  palaces, churches, and public
buildings ; and is defervedly accounted the
greateft port in Eaorope, next te London
and Amfterdam.

I.ike Rome, it is buiit on feven hills.
The ftrects are narrow and fteep, very bad.
Iy pavocd with fharp ftones ; nor are they
Lighted at night. The houfes are generally
two ftories high, fometiines three, without
any other chimney than that of the kitchén.
The number of houfes at the time of the
earthquake above-mentioned, was coms
puted at thirty thoufand. The houfes of the
citizens are ill contrived buildings, with

lattice
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Iattice windows ; but thoie of the nability
are grand flyuctures, built of hewn itope.
Few have courts before them, but they are
generlly furnithed with yards and gardens,
and occupy a gicat extent of ground., The
town beine deftitute of cammon f{ewers,
all naftinefs is thrown into the ftreets in
the night-time, as v as the cafe till lately at
Madrid, of whichcity it has however an
advantage, by the ftreets lying vpon a de-
fcent, and being therefore more eafily
cleaned. 1t is furrounded by an old wall
and towers, and has g caftle on a hill,
which commands the place, but could
make no great defence in cafe of a fiege.
Befides the cathediol, there are here forty
patith churches with as many monafteries
of both fexes, which make o tolerable ap-
pearance.

Among the buildings the royal palace is
the moft reiharkable.  As the plan has ne«
ver been completed, the ftructare is:not
very regular ; but lying upon the river,
it commands a Gine profpeét of the country
on the oppofite fide, as well as of the port
aud the ocean,

Q3 The
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The moft magnificent church s that of
the Dominicans, in which are three chapels,
ahnoft entirely covered with gold from the
pavernent to the roof. In one of thofe the
holy facrament is continually expofed.
This chapel is illuminated with wax tapers,
and a valt number of lamps ; and over the
portal are infcribed the names of thofe who
Lave been burnt by the inquifition. The
magnificence of the convent 1s fuitable to
that of the’ church; and near it is the
palace of the Inquifition, to which the Por-
tugeufe give the name of Santa Cafa, or
the Holy Houfe. In the front there is a
fine fountain, adorned with marble ftatues,
throwing out water on every fide,

In the church dedicated to the Mother of
God, every Holy Thurfday they fhew the
handkerchief faid to be ufed by our Saviour
at his crucifixion ; 2 relic not unfrequent
in many other popifh churches. *

Another church here is much admired,
founded by the queen of John V. the fides
of which are lined with ebony, and the roof
fupported by pillars of the fame.

'The palace of Alcantara fltands 2 mile
weft of Lifbon. It is a magnificent ftruc-

ture,
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twre, but chiefly admired for its beautiful
gardens, which abound in grottos, foune
tains, and cafcades, and are planted with
erange and citron trees, and the choiceft
flowers of the climate. In the adjoining
valley is the celebrated aquedu@ which joins
two hills. The number of arches in this
part is thirty-five, fourteen of which are
large, and the others fmaller. The largeft
1s three hundred and thirty feet in height
and forty-nine in width, Towards the
city there are ten arches of inferior dimen-
fions, and many lels near the fource of the
water which fupplies the aqueduét. The
water thus conveyed is emptied in a great
refervoir at one of the extremities of Lif-
bon. This aguedudt is built of a kind of
white marble. The pillars which fupport
the arches are fquare, the largeft meafuring
thirty-three feet at each fide of the bafe.
The palace of Beliem is a mean wooden
edifice, but the church and cloifters are
noble buildings. The former of thefe i
lined from top to bottom with jafper and
the fineft marbles ; and here are the tombs
of feveral of the kings of Portugal, admi-

rably executed.
Near
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Near the.mouth of the Tagus, is a prow
montory, or cape, anciently named,Pre~
monjoriswm JLusz, and which the Briudh:
manpers diltinguifh by the name of the
Rock of Lufbon.  This is a branch of a high
mountain, formerly called the Mountain
of the Moon, and at prefent Mount Cintra 3
on the top of which is a finc monaftery,
dedicated to our Lady of the Rock, and a
church, whither people refort In great
numbers, to perform their devotion for
nine days. Both the church and cloyfter,
with an ina that ftands near them for the
acconimadacion of the devatees, are hewn
out of the foiid rock.  This lotry fituation
commaiids one of the mofl beautiful proi-
pefts m the vworld. « At the foot of the
mountain, on the promoatory, are the ru-
1ns of an ancient temple, dedicated to the
Sup and Bloon, on one ot the pillars ot
which, 4 pait of a Laun infaription is fhill
vifible.

About twenty-two miles to the fouth-
ward, of Lafbon, at the bottoin of a fine
bay, flands Setubal, commoanly calied St.
Ube's, It is a modern rown, built out of
the ruins of the ancient Cetobriga, which

{tood
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flood 3 dittle. to rthecweftward, and bad in
it = temple dedicated to Jupiter Ammony
of which there are yet fome remains. Hers
is‘a great manufature of white falt, which
is exported to the north countties of Eu
rope, and to America. The capital of the
province of Alentajo is KEhora, fituated
about fixty miles touth-catt of Lifbon, on
a hill encompailfed with mountains, It is
three miles ‘in circumfercnce, {urrounded
by an antique wall and towers.  This city
1s faid to have been built by the Pheeni-
cians, who gave it the name of Ebora, in
allufion to the frustiulness of the foil.  Ju-
Jius Cetar changed its name to [iberalitas
Julia, as appears from an ancient inferip-
tion. ‘This was a confiderable town 1n the
time of the Gothic kings. It remained
under the dominion of the Moors till the
vear 1166, when king Alphonfo retook it,
with the other towns of the province. The
vallies in this part of the country are
exceeding fruitful, and there are mines of
filver in the mountains.

Eftremos ftands near twenty miles north-
caft of Ebora, on a hill, and is divided into
the Higher and Lower town, the formier

ferving
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ferving as a caftle to the latter. The houfes
of the people of condition dre built of whate
marble, and make an elegant appearance.
Here is a manufaéture of fine red earthen-
ware, and without the town is a fountain,
endowed with the quality, of petrifying al-
moft whatever is thrown into it.

On a hill, about twenty-four miles to the
ealtward of Eftremos, lies Elvas, near the
frontiers of the Spanith Eftremadura, Itis
well-built, is defended by a caftle, and
ftrongly fortified. Here is a ciftern fo large,
that it could hold water enough to fupply
the whole town for fix months. This place
is of great antiquity, and was formerly cal-
led Helvis, from a people of Gaul who
built it. 1t 1s at prefent efteemed one of the
fironge{t fortrefles in the kingdom, and the
neighbouring country affords fome of the
beft wines in Portugal.

In the northern part of Portugal, the
principal town is Braga. Thisisa very an-
cient city, and was known to the Romans
by the name of Bracara Augufta. When
the Suevi came from Germany, and made
a conqueft of Galicia and Portugal, this
was the feat of their government, apd con-

tinued
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tinued to be the capitsl of 2 kingdom under
their fucceflors the Goths. The houfes ara
generally old ftone buildings, withomt
muchelegance. Eventhe cathedral andarch-
bifhop’s palace are more admired for their
antiquity and magnitude, than the beauty
of their architeure, This prelate is both
fpiritual and temporal lord of the place;
on which account he has a {fword as well
as a crofs carried before him. He difputes
the primacy with the archbithop of Toledo
in Spain.

Cimbra ftands on an eminence on the
north-fide of the river Mondego. The.
bridge of this place is a fine flone fabric,
confifting of two rows of arches, one above
another, and forms a covered way, through
which people pafs, without being expofed
to the weather., The aquedu& which
brings water to the town is alfo much ad-
mired. THe cathedral, and other churches
and monafteries, are handfome buildings,
but the private houfes not elegant. The
city is diftinguifhed by one of the tribunals
of Inquifition, and the moft celebrated uni-
verfity in Portugal ; in the latter of which
there are fifty profefloss.

There
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- There is i khis country a great number
of other,towns, befides thofe zbove men-
tioned ; and amonglt them I muft not
et Oporto, which contains about thirty
thoufand inbhabitants, and is reckoned the
fecond city in the kingdom. ‘The chief ar-
ticle of commerce here is wine, of which
our own country is allowed the diftinétion
of confuming by far the greater part. Half
the thops in this place are thofe of wine-
coopers.  1n the principal ftreet the mer-
chants affeble daily to tranfa@® bufinefs ;
and they are proteéted fom the fun by awn-
ings hung acrofs from the houfes on each
fide. Here are fcveral Englith families,
who are chiefly concerned in the wine-
trade.

Since the difcovery of the rich mines in
Brazil, and the fuppretlion of the Jefuits
and other religious inftitutions, the reve-
nues of the crown are computed tv be worth
near four millions ; notwithftanding which
tha forces of the kingdom are very incon-
fiderable. The military eftablifhment, tho’
uow improving, counfifted for many years
oaly, of a raw and undifciplined mili-
tia ; and with refpe® to naval force, the

Portu-
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Portugnefe arethe lealt fdrmidable of ait
the maritime powers. Their fecuiity againft
the encroachments of Spzin, feems to de-
pend chiefly on the matrimonial connéxions
of the two crowns ; and on the commercial
alliance which it is always the intereft of
Portugal to maintain with the Britifh
nation.

About the middle of the fixteenth cene
tury, and for fome time after, the Portu.
ghele were more eminent for the k:iowicge
of aftronomy, geography, and navigation,
than all other nations put together. But
learning of every kind is now at an ex-
treme low ebb in Portugal ; owing not to
any defe& of genius, but to the want of
proper education, ‘There are, however,
amongft them a few univerfities, viz. that
of Cimbra, before-mentioncd, founded in
f291 ; Evora, about the middle of the fix-
teenth century ; and 2 college at Lifbon,
where the young nobility are cducated.

The Lufiad of Camoéns may be faid to
be the only work of genius ever produced
by a native of this country. In general,
the fine arts are uncultivated’; and with
sefpet to that of painting, in particular,

there
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there is not, I believe, in'the whole king.-
dom, a fingle pi€ture from any of the Ita-
lian fchools.

Antiquities in this country are not nu.
merous ; but the Roman bridge and aque-
duét are almoft entire, and defervedly ad-
mired. The walls of Santareen are like-
wife (2id to be of Roman ere&tion. Some
caftles in the Moorith tafte ftill exift
in different parts. The church and mo-
naftery near Lifbon, where the kings of
Portugal arc buried, are extremely magni-
ficent ; and feveral monafteries, in other
places are dug out of the hard rock. The
chapel of St. Roch is allowed to be one of
the fineft and richeft in the world. The
paintings are executed in Mofaic, and fo
curioufly wrought with ftones of different
colours, as to exhibit an appearance equally
delightful and aftonithing.

In general, the Portugeufe are neither fo
tall nor {o well made, as the Spaniards, but
they moftly imitate the habits and cuftoms-
of that people. The ladies I think drefs
even more magnificently than thofe of
Spain; and they are taught to exa& from
sheir fervants an homage, which in other

countries
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countries is only paid to royal perfonages.
In compenfation, however, for this fubmif
fion, they never difcharge any perfon who
has been in the fervice of their anceftors;
on which account, in fome families, the
number of domeftics is very gredt. In the
houfes of the nobility, the furniture is rich
and fuperb to excefs; but the poorer fort
have fcarcely any furniture at all; and in
imitation of the Moors, they fit always
crofs-legged on the ground. As the Spa-
niards have relaxed in national induftry
fince the difcovery of America, fo have the
Portuguefe degenerated in all their virtues,
from the time that the houfe of Braganza
afcended the throne: for they retain no
trace of that-fpirit of enterprife which fo
much diftinguithed their forefathers in the
fifteenth century. It is fuppofed that their
degeneracy, is owing to the weaknefs of
their monarchy, which renders them in~
aflive, from an apprehenfion of giving of-
fence to their more powerful neighbours,
This fatal inaltivity proves the fource of
feveral vices; among which the Portu-
guefe are particularly charged with trea-
chery, ingratitude; and an intemperate paif-

fion
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fion for revenge. By thir lowes. phople
thieving is very commonly prattifed ; and
all ranks are accufed of being unfair in
their dealings, efpecially with firangers.

Befides ordinary fervants, " the quality re-
tain many dwarfs, and they have alfoa train
of flaves, béth Turks and Moors, each of
whom 18 valued at four or five hundred
crowns. The mafters formerly had the
power of life’and death over this clafs of
their depegdants, but the government now
reftrains them from the exercife of capital
jurifdiction, though they continue to infli&
corporal punithment with great feverity.
Thofe flaves, however, are incomparably
the beft fervants in Portugal ; for the other
fervants having the common pride of the
nation, often ptove refraftory, and are apt
to be extremcly impertinent, Even beg-
gars afk alms with a tone that favours more
of requifition than intreaty ; alledging, that
theyare defcended from primitive chriftians,
or the ancient Gothic nobility.

The ladies here often ride on furros,
or jack-affes, with a pack faddle. A fer-
vant attends with & fharp flick, which he
ules inftead of & whip ; and for retarding

the



the Bead when it goes too quick, the expe-
dient is to puli it by the tail. Coaches are
not fo frequent among the Portuguefe as in
Spain, but in place ef them -the ltter or
mule 13 commonly ufed an i journey; and in
many parts; the moft common way of tra-
velling 13 by water.

In Portugal, nobility is not -hereditary.
‘The chief order of knighthood is called the
Order of Chrif?, and was inftituted in 13834
Though worn by the king himfeif, it .is
often proftituted to the meaneft candidates
for royal favour, and is become fo commoen,
as almoft to preclude the diftinétion which
it was meant to confer.

R LETTER
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LETTER XXIL

THE Boundaries of Jtaly have been
#xed by nature, but no other country has
fraltiated more with refpeél to its internal
divifions.  Extraordinary changes have
taken place within the laft two years; and
even at the moment I am writing to you
they are ftill proceeding. In what 2 ftate
of fubje&®ion is, at prefent, the king of
Sardinia, hitherto denominated the Janus
of Italy, as being its conftant guardian
againft the encroachments of the French ¢
Where is sow the rcpubhoof Genoa, for-
merly diftinguithed for its opulence and
power ? And where the fuperior republic
of Veénice, one of the moft celebrated Gince
the extinftion of the Roman ¢ But greater
Rill, in point of fame, Where the Eccleﬁzﬁ'-
tical State, the feat of papal hierarchy, and

former}y
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formerly the capital of the world ? Ewven
thither, we find, the revolutionary princi-
ples and violence of the French have pcne-
trated. They havedriven from his throne,
without the {malleft refiftance, a power,
whofe predeceilors, fome ceaturies ago,
gave Jaw to the nations of Chriftendom,
and thook cftablithed kingdoms to their
foundations with the thunder of the Vati-
can. Whether thefe great events be really
the accomplithment of feriptural predic-
tions, as Is the opinton of fome, | am not
fuch a cafuift as to take upon me to deter-
mine ; but they doubtlefs afford ufefuf
leffons both to kings and their people. To
the former they inculcate moderation in the
exercife of power and authority; and to
the latter they proclaim the expediency of
the fame virtue, in all attempts to the re.
fitance of cither. A mob may, in the rage
of violence,’ overturn an ecitablithed confti-
tutiont ; but the chance is a thoufand to
one, that they never will be able to ere®
:mir adequate fubftitute in its room ; and
when the paroxyfm of revolutionary phren-
zy has ceafed, they will expertence fuch a
relaxation m the political f{yftem, as no-

R z thing
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thing will preferve from the moft fatal ef«
feCts, but a recusrence to arbitrary power,
The country may, in the mean time, be
deluged with blood, and expofed to all the
horrors of anarchy ; while in the end, pub-
lic freedom is found to have been facrificed
to 2 nominal change in the government.

In taking a view of ltaly I thall begin-in
the moft northern part with the Duchy of
Savoy. This country belongs to its own
Duke, who, fince the cominencement of
the prefent century, is better known by
the title of King of Sardinia, an ifland in
the Mediterranean. [rom its fituation
clofe to the Alps, it is mountainous and
barren, but contains fome pleafant fruitful
vallics, producing corn, wine, and fruits,
and affording pafture to numerous herds of
cattle.

In this country are the celebrated Gla-
cicrs, which are five in number. They
extend almoft to the plain of the vale of
Chamouny, aud are feparated by wild fo-
refts, corn-fields, and rich meadows; fo
that immenfe tradls of ice are blended with
the higheft cultivation, and perpetually fuc-
cecd to each other, in the moft fingular

and
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and ftriking viciffitude. The Glacter of
Furca extends at leaft three miles in
length, and near a mile in breadth ; ftretch-
ing from the feet of huge fhagged ‘rocks of
great height, and reaching almoft to their
fummits.  This glacier is the principal
fource from whence the Rhonge takes its
rife. That river here foams with amaz-
ing rapidity, and falls in a continual cata-
ract at the foot of prodigious mountains.
In thefe mountains likewife are the fotirces
of the Aer, whichrolls down in an impetu-
.ous torrent from the neighbouring glaciers.
It s aftonifhing what a chaos of mountains
are here heaped upon one another ! In the
vicinity of this {cene is alfo the fource of the
Reichen, which rolls in numerous cata-
raéts down the fteep fides of Mount Shei-
dec, until it forms a junétion with the
Aer. The, celebrated fall of the Stoub-
back rolls down perpendicularly from a
height of nine hundred and thirty feet.
One contemplates with aftonithment the
great central chain of the Alps; rocks
towering above rocks, and mountains rifing
above mountains, not more diftinguithed
for their ftupendous heights, than for the

R immenfe
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immenf¢ ‘varitty ind ‘rudenefs oF theis
forms. Moont Blaric is particularly dift
tipguifhed, by having its fummits and
ﬁd"as, ® a confiderable depth, covered
with fnow, almoft without the inter-
vention of the leaft rock to break the glare
of the white appearance, from whence its
name is derved.

Turin, the capital of Savoy, ftands at the
confluence of the Po and Doria, and 1 may
fay %ith juftice, is one of the fineft cities
in Europe. The ftrects and fquares are fpa-
cious, the buildings lofty and magnificent,
and the royal palace inparticular, a beautiful
{truure. The orhinary income of the
king, befides his own demcfues, have been
eftimated at kalfa million fterling; but his
revenues are now greatly rcduced by the
dilapidations of'the French. The fate of
this venerable prince, (I meary the father
of the prefent king), has a diftant tefem-
blance to that of Priam. He did not live,
indeed, to fee the extinQion of almoftall his
bﬁqprmg, but he had the prin to behold'a
miferable redvéftion of his famidy, and an
almoft total annthilition of his crown.
His anceftor, Viftor Admadeus, was the

laft
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laft prince whe gave the world an inftance
of magnanimity, by retiring from the. ex~
ercife of {bvereign power, while his domi«
nions were in 2 ftate of profpenity, and his
own health and cenftitution unimpaired.

While I was paffing the Alps, my ima-
gination recalled to view the celebrated
perfons of ancient times, who had croffed
thefe mountains at the head of numerous
armies. You will know that 1 mean Han~
nibal and Julivs Cefar.  In comparing thefe
commanders with cach other, I remarked
a great diverfity in {everal particulars re-
fpeéting them, with which I beg leave to
prefent you.

The principal motive which Hannibal
had for leading his army acrofs the Alps,
was a hereditary hatred to the Romans,
which, when nine years old, at the defire
of his father, he {olemnly {wore at the sltsr
_ never to abandon.  Bat the motive of Ce-

far, in his paffage of thefe monntsins, was
ambition, They were both great come-
manders ; but Hannibal was a barbarian,
Cxfar aa accomplithed {cholar, and an elo-

gmt Wﬁuh
The
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The Carthaginian forfeited all his fuccefs
by not improving his viftory ; the Roman
obtzined his Ainal and decifive viftory by im»
proving a defeat, Hannibal fled from the
field of Zama, a wretched exile, into Afia;
Calir on the plain of Pharfalia, rofe mafter
of the world. The former expired by a
voluntary death, after all his military efforts
had terminated in difappintment ; the latter
by the hands of aflaflins, when, to ufe his
owa remark, he had lived fufficiently long
to nature and to glory.

I am ftrongly of opinion, from the ge-
neral contrariety of their fortunes, that
had Cafar flourifhed during the fecond Pu-
nic war, Hannibal would never have re-
mained any confiderable time within the
limits of ftaly. 1 fhall not fay, that n
fighting with {ych an antagonift, Cefar
would have ufed the laconic terms which he
did on mentioning his defeat of Pharnaces,
wveni, vidr, vics ; but I think, at the fame
time, .it nevar could have been faid of Zim,
cwnSande reflitust yem. His natural ardor
of. mind, his thuft of glory, his well-
founded confidence in himfelf, and the at-
-tachment of his veteran legions ; all thefe

caufes
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cavfes would have urged him foon to an en-
grgement. Between two generals of fich
abilities, and two armies aGuated with fuch
inveterate and mutual animofity, the con.
teft mult have been fierce and obftinate ;
but it i1s probable that the military fkiH, and
good fortune of Ceefar would have procured
him the victory. Haunibal would havebeen
forced to retreat from lialy with precipi«
tation 3 or perhaps his deftiny might have
referved him for a more ignoble alternative,
to follow, in ignominious chains, the tri-
nmphal praceflion of his conqueror ; while
amidit the general chorus of fo Triumpbe !
the temples of the gods would have re-
founded with praifes, for the juft retribution
of Punic faith,

But this would have ouly been a prelude
toa yet more fignal cataftrophe. Cafar,
by his eJoquence, would have induced the
fenate to retaliate the invafion of their
country. A tranfport of patriotifm would
have burft from the Roman capital, in ac-
clamations of vengeance on their inveterate
rival ; and the applauding pcople have join-
ed with the Patrician order, in nommating
to the important command, the conqueror

of
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of Hannibal. With an army fluthed with
vittory, lie would have immediately croffed
the Mediterrapean, as he formerly had dooe
the Britith Chahne! ; and gathering frefh lau-
rels on the plains of Carthage, Ceefar, and
not Scipio, would have been the Africanns
of Rome.—But I have inadvertently led
you into Africa fooner thau I intended, and
fhall therefore break off.

LETTER
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LETTER XXIL

1
U

H HAVE already hinted at the fluflug-
tions of government in Italy, both in an-
cient and modern times. In the former
period, thofe changes arofe chiefly from
arbitrary ufurpations of power: but in the
Iatter, to this caufe hasbeen jdined the in-
trigues of the church, Itis a mortifying
confideration, that the afcendancy acquired
by the Roman pontiffs over the nations of
Chriftendom, was almoft conftantly em-
ployed, tither in temporizing, for its own
advantage, or fomenting jealoafies and di-
vifions deftructive to other powers, Arro-
gating to themfelves an authority for dif-
penfing with the eternal taws of God, as
{uited their own paffions or interefls, they
tyrannized over the confciences of men;
and under the {fpecious mifk of the minifters

of
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of peace, were in fa& the dzmons of
difcord.

The next Ttalian diftrilt in our progrefs
fouthward, is the Milanefe, which lately
belonged to the Houfe of Autftria, but has,
in the plenitude of French ufurpation, been
converted into a republic, and fufficiently
fleeced of its riches. This province, when
under its own dukes, gave law toall Italy ;
but what may be its future importance in
the fcale of power, or how long it may
retain its new form of government, I fhall
not exprefs any conjefture. The beauty
and fertility of the country, however, 1s
almoft incredible. 1ts former revenue was
cflimated at three hundred thoufand pounds.
The capital, Milan, contains about thirty
thoufand inhabitants, and is furnithed with
a magnificent gathedral in the Gothic tafte.
To this duchy was incorporated that of
Mantua; and in their united ftate, they
took the name of Auftrian Lombardy.
I cannot mention Mantua without recalling
to mind, by an affociation of ideas, the ad-
joining village of Cremona, (now Andes)
which had the honour of giving birth to
the immortal Virgil. Is itnot furprizing,

that
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that no moxument to his memory has ever
beea ere&ed at this place ? But indeed, he
has himfeif raifed one, of greater duration
than brafs or marble ; and he was ambi-
tious of doing fo :

Tentanda via of, qud me quogue fiofim
Tollere humo viBlorque virdm wvolitare per ora,

Georag. hb. .

Let me add, that in Mantua the poet
Taflo was born.

Continuing our route flill towards the
fouth, we arrive at Genoa, the prefent
ftate of which I anticipated in my laft let-
ter. The city isfuperb, and contains {fome
very magnificent palaces, with confidera~
bly more than 2 hundred thoufand 1nhabit-
ants ; but with all its external grandeur,
its maritime power had almoflt totally de-
clined ; and,the chief fafety of the republig.
confifted in the jealoufy of other Europeags
powers, who were each appehenfive lelt
it fhould become an acquifition to any
other than themfelves. The principal
manufactures of this place are velvets, d3-
mafks, gold and filver tiffues, and paper:

The
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The governnient was znftocraticaly bemg
veftedin the mobility, and the chief ma.
giftrate had the title of Doge, or Duke.
He was chofen every two years ; asd none
could be promoted to this dignity wull bhe
was fifty years of age. The common peo-
ple of Genoa are cxtremely wretched, and
the foil of 1its terrftory very barren; but
near the fea, fome parts are tolerably well
cultivated. The republic, however, pof-
fefled a revenve barely fuficient to pre-

derve the appearance of a fovereign fhate.
In my tour through Italy, I had the good
fortune to mcet, at this place, with an
amiable Englith Lady, whom } had for-
merly {eenat London, where fhe married
Mr. Citefia, a native of Genoa, who had
been fome years in Enagland in a public ca-
pacity. She was the eldeft daughter of
Mr. Mallet, who ranks high in the lift of
Britith poéts ; and fhe inherited, from her
father, a great tafte for poetry: to whick
the jotned an yycommon proficiency in mu-
fie. 1 fouud myfelf fo much at home in
this fasuly, for Mr. Cilefia likewtle was 2
moft agrecable and accomplithed perfon,
that I came again by Genon, on my reture
from
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from the: fouth, sad made a flay of fome

weeks.

Happening to tell Mro. Cilefia of what
had occurred at Ferney, the humour feized
her likewife of giving me an exercife in po-
etfy ; and fhe requefted that next morning
I thould produce an addrefs to a lady of the
higheft diftinftion. To avaid all appears
ance of perfonal confiderations in her
choice, fhe fixed upon Semiramis, Queen
of Babylen. In compliance with her de-
fire, 1 accordingly wrote the following
verfes, which1 fend you for your amufe-
ment.

O Thou! whofe Juftre gilds Affyria’s throne,
Whole royal cares applauding millions own,
Accept the tribute which thy fame infpires,
Thy fame produ&ive of the poet’s fires ;
Who fcoms alike to taint his gen’rous fays,
With venal pomp, or proftituted praife.

How fhall the mufe in ardent verfe difplay,

‘The matchlefs fplendor of th' aufpicious day;
When firft thou, deckt in all thy radiant charms;
With rapture biefs’d th’ exulting monarch’s arms ;
When feftive triumph reign’d without alloy,

And Babylon’s towers proclaim’d the public joy ?

How
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How thall her fifains, expanding with ber view,
Attempt the glorious fubje& to purfue;

When cities captur'd, and when king’s o’erthrown,
Thou ftretch’d thy conquefts o’er 2 world unknown
Then India’s plains beheld thy martial toils,
Whilft vanquifh’d nations trembled for their fpoils.
Then lofty Bagiftan, untrod before,

Thy pow’r acknowledg’d, and thy trophies bore.
The gods aftonith’d faw thy ftructures rifc,

And hail’d a {fecond Venus to the fkies.

Loog as Fuphrates fhall his waters roll,

Long as (hall ftand the Babylonian Mole,

Long as thy empire’s glory, ne’er furpaft,

Or thine own more than human works (hall laft ;
From envy, rage, and time itfelf fe ure,

Thy fame, imriiortal princefs ! fhall endure.

LETTER
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P e mem e e

THE republic of Venice 13 now no
more, and I therefore can fpeak of it only
as it formerly exifted ; but in refpedt of its
topographical fituation, 1 ftill may ufe the
prefent tenfe, It is feated on feventy-two
iflands, near the end of the Adriatic Sea,
and is feparated from the Continent by a
niarthy lake of five ltalian miles in breadth,
its chief defence againft any attack from
that quarter. Venice, when I was there,
preferved the veftiges of its ancient mag-
nificence, but in every other refped, was
degenerated, The conflitution of this ree
public was originally democratical, and the
tragiftrates were chofen by a general afe
fembly of the people; till, after various
chahges, a body of nobility was formed,
which becoming hereditary, took into theit

8 own
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own hands the whole of the government;
both legiflative and executive, and a com-
plete ariftocracy was eltablified. The no-
hility were divided into fix clafles, amount-
ing altogether to two thoufand five hun-
dred ; cach of whom, at the age of twenty-
five years, was entitled to be a member of
the grand council.  Thefe eleéted a Doge,
or chief magiftrate, who was invefted with
great ftate, and with the emblems of fu-
preme authority ; but fo limited was his
power, that he was not permitted to ftir
from the city without obtaining leave of the
grand council,

The Venetian nobility, like the {enators
of ancient Rome, were habited in a man-
ner different from the other claffes of the
people, but not in the fathion of the Patri-
cians. They all wore black gowns, large
wigs, and caps which they held n their
hapds. 1 was ence prefent at the annual ee-
remony of the Doge’s marrying the Adriatic
Sea, by dropping a 1ing into it from his flate
gondola, or barge. He was accompanied
at this folemnity by the wheole body of the
nobility, in their different barges ; and the!
it was the mof} fuperb exhibition in Vanjge,
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¥.did not think it comparable in porop even
toa Lord Mayor’s thew, But in the grandeur
of the city, particularly the public buildings,
Venice was almoft without 2 rival. There
are near five-hundred hridges over the fe-
veral canals in Venice, and the greater
part of them of ftone. ‘The chief mauu-
fattures of this place were fcarlet cloth,
gold and filver ftuffs, and above all, fine
looking glafles.

The Venetians arc a lively iogenious
people, and i general fober, though ex-
travagantly fond of public amufements. 1
countcd cight or nine theatres, including
the opera-houfes. It was ufual for great
numbers of ftrangers to vifit this city during
the time of the carnival, and to thofe the
natives were always extremcly obliging.
The cuftom of going about in mafks at Ve-
nice was prevalent ; but I could not find
that there was fo much ground for the
imputation of licentioufnefs as has been
generally faid.

Some centuries ago, the Venetians were
the moft formidable maritime power in Eu-
rope. Towards the end of the twelfth
century, they conquered Conftantinople,

S 2 hen



260 LETTERS OF A TRAVELLEN

then the feat of the eaftern empire, and
held it for fome time, together with great
part of the Continent of Europe and' Afia.
Por many years they monopolized the trade
of India ; but the difcovery of 2 paffage to
that country by the Cape of Good Hope,
gave the firlt blow to their greatnefs, which
was afterwards farther reduced by confede-
racics formed againft them among the other
powers of Europe.

Padua is fituated twenty-two miles wefk
of Venice, on a fine plain, watered by the
rivers Brintac and Bachiglione, and is about
feven miles in circumference ;3 but the
ground within the walls is not half built
at prefent. It was formerly, however, one
of the moft flourifhing cities in Italy, In
the time of the Romans, the inhabitants
amounted to a hundred thoufand ; but at
prefent they do not exceed thirty-thonfand :
and the Univerfity, which was fo famous
two or threc hundred years ago, is now
redoced to one college.  Here is fhll 2 ma-
nufalture of woollen cloth ; and the adja-
cent country abounds with o1l and wine,
aud the moft delicious fruits : but the-peo-
ple live in great poverty, from the tyrammy

of
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of the Venetian republic. ‘They fhew at
this place an image of the Bleffed Virgin,
which, according to their legendary creed,
fiew thither from Conftantinople, when
that city was taken by the Turks. Padua
was the birth place of the celebrated Ro-
man hiftorian, Titus Livius; and we are
told by Virgil, that it was originally built
by Antenor.

Antenor porust, mediis elapfus Acnivis,

Illyricos pencirare fBans, atoue intima tiini
Regna Libwrmorum &8 fontem fuperare Timovi ¢
Unde per ora novem vaflo cum murmsre montis
It mare proruprum &3 pelago fremit arva fonants,
Hic tamen jlle urbem Patavi fedefque locavit
Te:iﬂomm, &9 genti momen dedit, armague fixit
Troia.

There is not at prefent a more flourifhing
flate in Italy, than the duchy and city of
Parma, with the duchies of Placentia and
Gueftella. Both in Parma and Placentia
the foil is fertile, and produces the richeft
fruits and pafturages. The former contains
confiderable manufatures of filk. It is the
feat of a bithopric, and an Univerfity ; and
fome of its magnificent churches are painted

53 by
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by the celebrated Correggié. The city of
Parma is computed to contain fifty thoufand
mliabitants. Hiftory has tranimitted, with<

éut-difguife, that the firt Duke of Parmd
was natural fon te Pope Paul 111 It would

feem as if the cuflom had not then been
mtroduced of denommating a perfon fo
nearly related to the holy father, the Pope's
nepbew.

The Duchy of Modena, formerly Mu-
tina, is governed by its own Duke, the
head of the houfe of Effe, from whom the
family of Brunfwick is deftended. The
Duke of York, brother to King Charles 1.
married the Princefs Mary, fifter to the
Duke of Modena, 1673 ; and to this match
were afcribed the misfortunes which e in-
curred after afcending the throne.

Lucca is fituated in a fmall delightful
plain, on the Tufcan Sea, and is the capital
of a fmal} republic ; the territory of which
is fo well improved, thatthough the popu-~
lation does not exceed a hundred and twenty
thoufand, their annual revenve is computed
at cighty thoufand ' pounds :fterling. . Sp
much are the inhabitants of this rgpublic
devoted to hiberty, thatthey bear its name

upon
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apon’ their arms; and its image is ot
only impreffed in their coin, but aljo on
the' city gates, and all their public buildings.

The Duchy of Tufcany is an extenflive
territory in this quarter, being a hundred
and fifty miles long, and about:a hundred
broad. The capital, Florence, called, on
account of its beauty, Florence the Fair, is.
one of the moft elegant cities in Italy, and
fuppofed to contain about feventy thoufand
inhabitants. The valuable colle¢tion of
Greek and Roman antiquitics in the Grand
Duke’s palace, furpafies defeription, and is
the admuration of all travellers. 1n a room
called the Tribunal, ftands the celebrated
Venus of Medicis, univerfally regarded as a
maftet-picce of ftatuary, and as the ftand-
ard of tatte 1n female beauty and propor-
tion. A part of one of its arms has been
broken off, but is fupplied with ftucco,
painted. So exquifite is the workeanthip
of this ftatue, that foftnefs and animation
feem to be united in the marble, She ftands
in the attitude defcribed by Ovid :

Ipfa Venus pubes, quoties velamina ponit,
" Protegitur leva femireduila mann,

The
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The infeription on the bafe alfigne the
production of it to Cleomenes, an Adenisn,
the forn of Jpollodorus. It is of white
machle, and furrounded with other admi-~
gable {pecimens of Greek fculpiure, fome
of which are faid to be the work of Praxis
teles. Indeed every quarter of this beau-
tiful city exhibits wonders in the arts of fta-
tuasy, painting, and architeGture.

Florence ftands between mountains co=
vered with olive trees, vineyards, and
delightfu} willas, and is divided by the Arno.
Statwes and fountains are feen in almoft
svery ftreet. The private buildings are
Yofty,the fquares {pacious; amd the churches,
the number of which is prodigious, are
litle inferior 1o thofe of Rome. Here 13
an Archbithop’s fce, and a Univerfity, as
wall as feveral academies. The Florentines
boaft of the improvements they have made
in the {ulian tangue, by means of the Aca-
demia Della Crufca, which is doubtiefs a
wieful inftitutien, and has ferved to reBng
the language of the country.

In general, -the people of condition in
Florence affe& great flate 5 yet the nobility
and gentry {fcruple not to driye a retail trade

in
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in wines, whoch they fell from their cellag

windows ; and it i3 not wncommon to fed
a broken flafk hangout a& a fign of the traf.
fic. But wine i3 not the only commodity
in which they deal ; they can iikewafe (up-
ply purchafers with fruits, and are even bay
berdafhers in gold and filver ftuffs.

The other principal towns of Tufcany
are, Pifa, famous for its hanging towess
Leghorn, and Sienna. Pifa lies on the
river Arno, and i now greatly decayed.
Sienna 18 much in the {ame firuation, buat
ftands on an eminence, in a pleafant fruit-
ful country, and is elegantly built. Leg-
horn 15 a handfome city, well fortified,
end bas a commodious and fecure harbour.
It is a free port, and the number of inba-
bitants is computed at forty-thoufand.

The Hotrurians, the ancient inbabitznts
of this country, derived their origin from
the remoteft antiquity ; but it ¢s. gcmraly
allowed, that they were a colony from

Lydia.

Lydia quondam
Gens dollo preeciara Fugis infediz Etrsfels.
Virere.

It
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It is certwin that they flourithed in Italy
tefore the Trojan war. Many. ancient
hiftoriane beas teftimony to the fame of
this people. Diedorus Siculus calls them
Prmregws, lovers of the arts ; and we are
told by Herachdes Ponticus, that Homer
made a vifit to their country, in confe.
quence of the reputation in which ‘they
were held. They werc no lefs renown-
ed for arms than for arts ;5 and 1t was
not till almoft five hundred years after the
building:.of . Rome, that: the whole power
of ‘the Romans could averthrow them.
They were much addi&ed to fuperftition
and divination, though their religious re-
cords are now Joft. But the lofs of thofe
weitings deferves little to be regretted, in
comparsifon of -the more vahable monu.-
ments of their political conftitution, and
the famousbook on the T'ufcan laws, written
by Ariftetle. We need no farther evidence
of both their civil and military virtues, than
that it was by adopting the Tuican cuftoms,
and by the centinual cxercife of arms in
the wars which they maintained againft the
anan.su- that the latter became qualified to
attain the fummit of grandeur, to which

thE)’
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they at laft arrived. As the people of He-
thuria contefted for antiquity with thofe of
Egypt, their learning has alfq thared the
fame fate with the hieroglyphics of that
nation ; for the language and the charalters
of the Hetrurians are now no more under-
ftood. .

The republic of St Marino may be efs
teemed a political curiofity. The whole of
its territones confift of 2 high craggy moén-~
tamn, with a few eminences at the bottom,.
The inhabitants boaft of baving preferved
thetr liberties, as a republic, for 1300 §ears,
and it is probable that their poverty may
continue to exempt them from any change
by Fiench devaftation,

LETTER
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"

LETTER XXIV,

o ————————

THE ecclefiaftical fiate is fituated aboot
the middle of Italy, and exhibits, in the
ftrongeft light, the pernicious effe@s of po-
pith¢yranny and fuperdtition. Thefe fpors
which under the mafters of the world were
adorned with elegant villas, are now con-
verted into peftilentisl marthes; and the
Campagna di Roma, that formerly contain-
ed a million of inhabitants, could not at pre-~
fent, of itfelf, afford (ubfiftence to five
hundred. Some late popes have endeavoured
to improve their territories, but with little
fuccefs. The difcouragement of induftry
and agriculture {feem to be interwoven with
the principles of papal adminiftratien,
which, by a pernicious policy, is vefted in
proud and lazy ecclefiaftics, whofe only ob-
jet is to flecce the people, and recain them

both
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both in flavery and ignorance. Amidft
public poverty, however, the fplendor and
furmiture of churches in the papal domis
nions, are beyend defcription, and partly
accounts for the wretched condition of the
fubjeds ; though this remark admits of ex«

ccptions even in the fuburbs of Rome.
The revenues of the apoftolic fee have
been varioufly eftimated, but, according to
the moft plaufible calculation, in late times,
it has amounted to eight hundred thoufand
pounds, including both the territorial in-
come 2and ecclefiaftical emoluments. It
muft, however, have been greatly reduced
by the fuppreffion’ of the order of Jefuits,
and {till more by the emancipation of France

. from papal jurifdiction and authority.
Modern Rome ftands upon the Tyber,
about fifteen miles from the Tufcan fea, and
contains within its circuit a vaft number of
gardens and yineyards. Being built upen
the ruins of the former city, it is feated
about fourteen or fifteen feet higher thab
ancient Rome ; f{o that it is difficult to difs
tinguith the feven hills on which it was
creted. On this account, the Tarpeian
rock, #nciently a terrible precipice, from
the
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the top of whieh malefaddors were throvwsg
is not now twenty feet high. Its chief for-
trefs is the Caftle of St. Angelo, whick
could not, however, make any long de-
fence, were it regularly befieged. The
number of inhabitants is calculated at
about a hundred and fty thoufand.

This celebrated city contains three hun-
dred churches, filled with all that is rare in
architeture, panting, and icuplture. That
of St. Peter is the moft aftonifhing, bold,
and regular fabric, that cver perhaps exifted
in the world ; and fo perfe@ in refpeét not
only of defign, but of execntion, that the
moft expert archite&ts bebold it with ad-
miration. It is mcrufted both within and
without with marble.

The pope’s palace, named the Vatican,
is extremely magnifcent, fitnated on an
eminence, one of the feven hills on which
the ancicut city was built, It jg faid to con-
tain five hundred and (xty rooms. The
parts 1| moft admired were the grand ftair-
cale, and the pope’s apartment ; but chiefly
the Vatican fibrary, the richi{t in the world,
both in printed booksand mansderipts.

Among



LET. XX} FOATY, L]

Amdng the antiquities of the moft ftrik-
Hig ma mﬁccm:ks, are thc remzins of &
remarkable amphithestre,” which was be-
gun by Vefpafian, and fnithed by Domi.
tian. . In the building of it twelve thoufand
Jewilh captives were employed by the
former of thefe emperors. In its entire
{tate, it is {2id to have been capable of con-
taining ecighty feven thoufand fpeétators
feated, and twenty thoufand ftanding. The
archite€ture of thisamphitheatre 5 remark-
ably light, and its dimenfions fo juftly pro-
portioned, that it appears to the eye much
lefs than it really is. But it has been fhtip~
ped of all its megnificent pillars and orma-
ments by different ravagers : the Goths,
and other barbarians, began its deftruétion,
and thofe who ought to have been the guar-
dians of ancient relics, popes and cardinals,
have contributed to efface it. Thetrinmphal
arches of Vgfpafian, Septimius Severus, and
Conftantine the Great, are flill ftanding
though decayed. The ruinsof baths, palaces,
and temples, correfpond to the higheft ideas
wo <an form of the Roman grendeur. The
Pantheon, nbw converted into 2 modern
church, and which, from its circular figuge,

15
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is commonly calied the sotundo, it mwre
entire thhn.iny other Roman tamploalpmn
fent exifting, There ®ill remajn feveral
of the niches, which anciently tontgined
flatues of the heathen deitics. The cutfide
&F the edifice is of Tivoli free-fkone, and
within it is encrufted with marble. The
soof of this celebrated ftru&ure is a round
dome, without pillars, the diameter of
which is 2 hundred and forty-four fect; and
though lighted only by an aperiure in the
ceatre of the dome, 2 fpc&ator finds no in-
convenience from the want of windows.
The pavement confifis of large fquare flones
and porphyry, floping reupd towards the
centre, where the rain wiater falling down
through the aperture abovemenationed, is
conveyed away by a proper drain, covered
with a ftone full of holes. The colonnade
in the front, which confilts of fixteen co-
lumns of granite, three feet high, exclu~
fiye of the pedeftals amd - capitals, each cut
out.of a fingle block, and which are qf the
Cotinthian' osder, can hardly be viewed
without alonithmient. The entéance of thg
biilding is adofnéd with colemn
eight feaf high, and the architrive is Forisin
ed
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edof b hngle plege ofgranite, Qn.the left
hatd; on entering. the partice, is 2 large
astique vafe, of Numidianp marbje ; and in,
the 4562 in the front, is a fountain, with
an aittique bafon of pprphyry. |

The prifon, "which was built by Tullus
Hoftilius, and afterwards eplarged by An-
cus Martiug, yet remains, under the name
of I Carcera Mamentmo., The moft an-
cient part of it is a dungeon, to which the
defeent 1s by a few fteps, The walls are
exceedingly folid, and are made to flope
inwards pyramidically, while the roof isleft
nearly flat, jn order to counterbalance the
latera} preflure. - In this prifon they thew
the mark of St. Peter’s head againft the wall,
and the miraculoys fountain which fprung
up for the baptifm of the prifoners. This
1s alfo the place of which Juvenal fpeaks in
his third Satire, and Salluft in his Confpi-
racy of Catiltne,

The pillars of Tﬁjm und Antonine
ftill ftand confpicuous in their place ; the
former 2 hundred and feventy-five feet high,
a.ndthe latter coveied with emblematical
fculpture. The fight of thofe lofty co-
lumas fills the mind with agreeable emo-

T tions 3
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tions 3 but'my-attention was yet “sedredrks
vetted bn the roftrated colymn erofted by
Duilting; in commemoration of the: firl
nave] viftory which the Romans ganed
over the Carthaginiansg ; the ftatue of the
wolf giving fuck to Romulus and Remws,
with vifible marks of the firoke of light-
ning, mentioned by Cicero j the original
brafs plates contaiming the Iaws of the
twelve tables ; and a thoufand other iden-
tical antiquities, fome of them fortunately
tiaufmitted entire to the prefent times.
- About cight or ten miles fouth-caft from
Rome, are fhewn the rains of a palace,
faid to have been formery the refidence of
Mamcemes ; and a few miles further, it TFis
voli, the villa of his favourite Horace.
"The Appian, Flaminian, and Smikiaey
roads ; the firft, two hundred miles, the fe«
dond, a lvondred and thmy, and the thindy
fifty miles in length, are in mmy -pldces
fRill edtife :and subgnificent ruing of vil-
Hs, and other firuftures, are frequent -elf
ovér imly
Of all the townsin the scelcfiaftical ftate;
the moft flourifhing i1s Bologna, whicktis »
Mundred and pinety-five miles north-wifk
from
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feoln Rome, dnd is perhaps indebiad fod its
profperity to thg diftance of the fituation.rk
muft own, thatithis inference s not very
canfosrhable ¢0 common obfervation in
refpect to delegated governments; but that
of the popes in moft circumftances is diffe-
rent fram every other that I know. The
fucceffion: of the Roman pontiffs being nat
hereditary, .but eleétive, it is more the
ftudy of each incumbent to enrich and ag-«
grandize his own family by opprefiing the
people, than to tranfmit, to an uoknown
fucceflor, the patrimony of the church in
a profperous condition.  His delegates,
therefore, in Rome, and the adjacent parts,
being immediately under his infpection, are
more firi and fevere, in their exations
from the pnpal fubjects, than thofe who are
more remote from the capital. The governs
meilt of Bologna is always entrufled to a
tardiml, who is changed every threc years
But if he 13 more mdulgent to the people
that other .governors, it is probable thas
his benignity is notunrewarded by avolua~
tarydogcesr to himfelf,

Tz The
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The grandoys of: Forparay Revenna, Ris
mini, Ysbios, :Ancoua; agd miny. athpr
cities, -allufirions . in former times, is nowm
ta be noged. only in their ruins and. ancient
hiltory ; while. Loretto, &n obleure fpot,
and unknown in the times  of antiqoiy,
has, through the fuperftitious influence of
the Romith clergy, become the admiration
and idol of the Catholic world. They in-
duftrioufly . propagated 2 belief, that the
houfe in which the Virgin Mary is faid to
have dwelt at Nazareth, was carried thi-
ther through the air by angels; boldly af-
firming likewife, that on the arrival of the
facted manfion, all the trees in the neigh-
bourhood bowed with the profoundeft re-
{pect. Mecca is not more the refort of
Mahometan pilgrims, than Loretto has been
of 'the Catholic. Two hundred thoufand
have been known toarrive in a year. The
valuable treafure of every kind amaffed in
this place, ¥ inconceivable; but the prodi-
gious depofit has at laft ferved only to allure
the rapacity of the French, who, by this
and other depredations, have been enmabled
o maintain a war, not only againft the

hiberties,
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libdrties of tie peoply who made thofe saft
demintions at the fhyine of Loretto, but
even apaindt the exiffenge, both tempore}
and ecclefiaftical, of that papal power,
which fomented the popular delufion, and
fuperftitious prodigality.

T3 LETTER
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LETTER‘i xxv:

|

& &' HEREVER I now dire& mycourfe,

1 may be faid to tread on claffic ground ;
amidft the veftiges of ancient towns, and
ancient objefts celebrated by the Latin
poets. From Rome I proceed to the king-
dom of Naples, thelargeft dominionin Italy,
being two hundred ‘and feventy-five miles
longand about 2 hundred broad, The air here
is hot & snd the foil fertile in all the ufual
produce of Italy. Serpents are frequent in
this climate, but the bite of them is feldom
attended with any fatal effe@s. It was 2
general opinion among the ancients, that
thofe creatores were affe&ed by fafcination.
We meet with fo many different kinds of
this art in ancient authors, that it wouldbe
tedious to repeat them ; but the kind moft
celebrated
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enlchrated i Mwicalled enchantment, ;or
falcisation by fingings. The poets afford
jspumerable inflances of this kind of
mlgic.

Fiperca peners, (3 pravirer [iirastibus kydris,
Spargere qui fomnoy cantugus, mospgue folebat,

VIRG,

Ad quorum cansus, ferpens oblita venend,
Ad quorsm cantus mites Jacsere cerafia,
SIL, ITALIC,

The power of this ¢nchantment was be-
lieved fo irrefiftible, that ferpents were
made to borft, and ¢ven their heads to fly
off by it,

Frigidus in pratis contande rempirer swpxis,  w1ng.

The profeffion of magic was m ancient
times very profitable; and there could be no
bester method to obtein w reputation int
this drt, than.by pretending to a fupemnututal
influence -over ferponts. Two -cifcuvirs
flances, which wery. much favorrsd this indd
poftarey: wareyithay .they fuppofed the fer
pésts whofe poifon was moft virulent, to be

fome-
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fometighen “ibove -the: power of csshasts
ment. -Aoskif they dwwed ao-figusot being
affcébed: byfinging, it wes concluded :that
they had thut their ears. The power of pro.
ducing any furprifing effe® from a natural
caufe, difoovered perhape by accident, and
kept fecret from the people, was fufficient,
with the addition of a few m) fterious words
or ceremonies, to pals for preternatural en-
dowments. It would however be too bold
tp deny, that ferpents can in fome degree
be charmed by mufic ; fuch a fenfibility be-
ing often obferved in other anumals. And
Mr. Shaw tells us of fcvcml worals, a {pe-
cigs of lizasd, which he had fean dance t9
mufic. It i therefore not improbable, that
many of thefe animals have been induftri-
oufly tamed Ly tholc who pretepded to the
art of enchantment, in oider to delude the
peeple. And 1 am of opipion, that the;fa-
mous ferpent which went from the templo
of Efcuiapins, in 2 fhip 59 Rome, to qure
Khe. ity ok:a plaguc, had- beca for fome
tiac , pupiba the pripfla of thac deity. Mo
fall I gver helicon thet the:ferpents, which
the Bacchenalisns iwiftod dousd thejs T;ri
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sod throw upon eueh: otherls breafly for the
-adeairation of the multitade, wore anyotisey
than the mott:bapmiefs of the kind 3 tha!
Horace, in his Odes to Bacchos, would in-
finuate to the contrary,

I have been led into this fhost digreffion,
by two caufes :one is, the country through
which 1 am pafiing, is that of the Marfi,
who were famous for their -power ovet
{erpents; and the other, that one of
horfes was bitten by a ferpent, which
happened to crofs the road in ocur jours
ney.

Naples, the capital of this kingdom, ftands
on an eminence, tifing gradually from the
fea, which forms here a fine bay, thirty
miles in diameter. This city is aftonith.
ingly fuperb, and adorned with all the pro.
fufien 