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as a bribe for the nomination of the Rajah,
it was received as a bribe for office.  Which
is the beft or the worft, I fhall not pretend to
determine; or whether Mr. Haflings got it
from Deby Sing for appointing him guardian,
or for the judgment ; but you find the Rajah
in his poffeflion, you find his houfe and
education in his poffeflion: this makes it
neceflary you fhould know, that after com-
mitting the family of the Rajah to him, he
accepted the propofals Deby Sing made in the
name of his fon; ¢ and” (fay the Committee)
‘¢ his abilities and indefatigable attention to
¢ bufinefs are fo well known, that we truf}
¢ the meafure will mect with your approba-
““ tion, &c.§” Here is an acknowledgment
of his fidelity, and that he is a perfon to
whom

4 This is a quotation from a letter written by Mr.
Shore to the Governor Gencral and Council in the
month of November 1581, in which he relates the
meafures taken by the Committee of Revenue for let-
ting the lands of Bengal. It appears by that lctter, that
the Zemindar of Dinagepore being a minor, the Com-
mittee had farmed the province to Deby Sing, upon
this princifle only, that he had offered what they
thought the beft terms for the Company, and being 2

man
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whom no objection can be made. This

fent tosMr. Haflings s by him recordef); and
fentito the Eaft India Company. Mr.
Haftings has recorded (though he-publicly
author%cd Deby Sing’s nomin#tion to this
great body of power) that he knew Deby
Sing tobe a man againft whom the moft
atrocious iniquities were charged, that were
ever charged upon man. Now, though it is
a large field, and though it is a thing that
I fecl reluctance in mentioning, exhaufted as-
Tam at prefent; yet fuch is the magnitude of
the fubject, fuch the hurtful confequences of
fuperfeding all perfons, to give the country
into the hands of Gunga Govind Sing and
Deby Sing, that I will proceed. It is not
a {ubje@ for me perhaps to go into, unlefs
I can prove to you that Mr. Haftings knew

man whomn Mr, Shore had well known from his intimacy
with Mr. Ducarell, and by Deby Sing’s having been em-~
ployed under Mr. Shore himfelf for many years at
Moorfhedabad, he gives him that fair charafter, which
he conceived him to merit. It was in 1953 that Deby
Sing was socufed of mal-prafiios during the famine of
W7oy and in 1773 hcmtqdnd chicfly on the
 teltiriony of Mr. M

3 the
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the man, and that he has avowed his know-
lcd@ of him, though he accepts him as.a
man * agamﬁ whom :no poffible dbjedtion
could be made.

It is neceffary to flate to you who was this
Deby Sing, to whom thefe great trufts were
appointed and proﬁts given. Debhy Sing was
a perfon of the tribe of Banyans, that is to
fay, the trading and merchant clafs of India ;
. and he was &m&ffcd in all thofe little arts
and frauds to get money, and was fuccefsfulz
He was employed by Mahomed Reza Cawn,
while that great man had the m:magcmem

of all the affairs of flate and revenue in his
hands under the Company. Deby Sing paid
his court to him with all the affiduity and
fubtilnefs which thofe who have no princi-
ple are very apt toufe. When M. R. Cawn
was brought down by Mr. H aftings and
ordered on a ftrange charge to Calcutta®,

Deby

%htis aﬁnguhr fa&t, that 23 often as people in power
in England have had 4 wifh to"carry 2 point againft the
Eaft fuidia Company, they have had’ recourfe to the
fouleft calumnien  Jr. Burke Tere'does Jiitlce to Ma-

Q homed
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Deby Sing lent him”confiderable fims of
money, for this great man was accufdihof
great cfimes, and ackuitted, £240,0d0 in
debt; "that is to fay, as foon as heywas a

homed Reza Cawn; but in 1773, when Lord North and
bis friends made Mr, Haftings the fingle exception to the.
univerfal abufe beftowed upon the fervants of the Com.
ﬁny, Colonel Dow wrote a book, in whichgthere is the
following paffage refleting upon Mahomed Reza Cawn:
¢ Year aficr year brought new tyrants, or confirmed
« the ol in the pralice of their fogper oppreflion.
# The temants being at length ruined, the farmers
¢t were unable to make good their contradt with go-
s¢ vernment. Their cruelties to thofe in prifon re-
¢t coiled at length on themfelveses Many of them were
% bound to ftakes, and whipped: but their poverty
o ceafid to be feigned. Their complaints were heard
% in every fquare of Moorfhedabad, and nat a few of
0 them. expired in agonics under the Igd” lmi1783, at
the diflince of ten years, when ansther attack was made
upon the Company, a fimilar unjuftifiable calumny was
repeated by Mr. Burke. Mahomed Reza Cawn, no
longer in power under the Britifh government, had
revovered his charafier, but our adminifiration in India was
as bad as cver. « Were we to be driven out of India
« this day (id Mr. Burke in 1783)," nothllg would
® rexain 1o sell that it had been pofiefied -during the
“ inglorioys period of our dowinion, by any thing hotter
*than the Qurang Outangy o the Tiger”
great
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great debtor he ceafed to be a great criminal,
De S%ng obtained his interett, and onf o of
great concens intrufted to was
the province of Pumndl: how did he ghew
himfelfithere ? he fo well acquitted himfelf
in. that place, that the province was totally
ruined and defolated. -To give you an idea
of this, the revenue, that in onc year was
£90,000, fell the next year to 60,000 5
and he fo ®mpletely dried up all the fource
of the revenue, thaﬁ:t produced not e %ual to
half of what it had been originally let
at.  Now when the farmers, who were
Calcutta Banyans, looked at the province
in ‘which they hoped to make their for-
tunes, they fuddenly fled from it, and
gave £10,000 to be rid of the batgam
The corruptions and oppreflions were too
abominable to efcape notice, and accordingly
this man was removed from his employment
in 1773, but not from his profits, which he
kept *.  Stigmatized, but ftill in power, he

obtains

* This glludes to a tranfafljon which happened imme-
diately after Mr, Haftings came to Bengal m 1773,

Ca - Deby
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man to fupgfintend the . h,
f:d him in tl\gath of a.llpxctysﬂ' virtue,
Deby Sing knew that pleafuregwould not ¢
alone, and he fupplied pleafure under /
fpecies of entertainments which he knew very
well how to manage, but it wonld" not have
dogﬁ x%‘bc had not dolc,bmhmg alfo for Y
their neceflitites ; and accordingly he got the
%l:_}_and government ; he got feveral
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% We can take upon s to affiem that the whle of

js account is a fable, This provincial council con.
%gﬁmduwm*mw
in the revenue line in Bengal, On its firft formation,
the fecond member of the was the chicf,
Mr. Baber the fecond, Mr. Maxwell third, Mr, Hofta
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mrw ; hc ‘opprefled the ,eople,
one ofthem he publicly aited by
. As for the firm at Dinagepore, he
mga%vmh great apparent confidera-
sttnadvmoed rent,
but he was to take cire it fhould not be
- ®levied with any new contributign, and he .
was feat by Mr. Haftings 4 to govem
thefe three great gountries of Dinagepore,
Rm and Edaracpore. He did not
¢ lofe a moment. If you cany forget his
chara@er, you may cafily believe ‘that *
~*® Not one trace of fuch tranfactions in the province |
of Moor{hedabad, as Mr. Bwkerchm.b to be
M ':- h‘;‘
+mhqumwﬁp‘,
got the farm of Dinagepogg from the Committee of Re-
. mulaynh,zﬁumﬂmﬁdmﬁu.m b
u‘rﬂhﬁhhhﬁwﬂm upon.
, and the fame for the other two pro-
vm--- of the me
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feide o iy en of that :
throw tbem*lﬁn prifon, keep tﬁanqm..
and ‘oblige them to fign perﬁr ’p-
aﬁfc of their rents 4. K
; iy e el L i
The next t\epbe took, was o them
a numbcr of new taxes, ich' by his co-
venants he was not to'have Tid ; thofe taxes
" amounted g9 as much as the increafed rent of
the landed gentry and frecholders of the
country. Being thus in imprifonment, oblig=
_ed to fign thofe bonds, ‘and: loaded with
 taxes, theyy became totally unable to pay, *
* the next ftep was, to feize on
lands: thofe that pay no taxes are the de-
nkﬁte‘hnds for themfelves and their fami-
lies, and thofe that pay rents, are thofe that |
to maintain afl independance. Thefe
e lmds wcre fg&d for one yuxumr
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.‘Mthepliaethm is ten years®, %o

_were they fold to? You are ready to antici-
mmes they were fold to Deby Sing him-
ﬁlfthlwgl\oneofhn agents; they amounted

“in_all, o the amount of £70,000 fterling a

yélt'h but according to the value of money
in that country, they were worth very cone
fiderable fums; but were fequeftered, and

fo much under their proper rate,
that the fee fimple of an acre of land
fold for about feven or eight fhillings,
and the miferable wretches Treceived the
payment for the lands eut of the money that
was collected from them. The money was

® It was proved that the lands fold, which were very
inconfiderable in their value, were fold at a fair price.
Deby Sing was compelled to reftore them, and to
lofe the purchafe money, becaufe he had aéted without
the permiffion of Government in making the pur-
chafes. . il
+ We fhould imagine there muft be a miftake here,
as the lands fold, did not amount to feventy thoufand
rupees a , and the Governor General and Council
DebySm‘mnﬂmdwman. The price
of lands in is two, and not ten years purchafe.
The whole of Rungpore was not more than

120,900 3 year.
“ D put

3 i
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put into a feparate colle@tion, and the
moment it was paid, the rents were raifed
again, and the produce was referved as a
facred depofit for himfelf, or fome other
perfon whom Mr. Haftings fhould appoint*.
The next was the fale of the goods: they
were obliged to carry them to market, and
there is one circumftance that will efpecially
call for your pity. Moft of theperfons who are
principal landholders or Zemindars, happen-
ed at that time to be women. The fex there
are in a ftate of imprifonment, but by their
fan&tity they are treated with all poffible at-
tention and refpect. No hand of the law can
touch them, but they havea cuftom of fending
family bailiffs and family ferjeants into-their
houfes,and accordingly fuch perfons came into
their houfes, and became mafters of them ;
the men and women all fled ; all the charity
Jands were {old at the fame market. But this
is not all; there were things yet dearer to
them, the poor confolations of imagination
at death, for all the fubftantial miferies of
life. There were lands fet apart for their
funeral fervice; how dear they were to all

. * There was no accufation of this fort made,

M Py d'
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the people of India I hope you will know on
further enquiry.  But this tyranny of Deby
Sing, more confuming than fire, more greedy
than the grave, feized thefe lands alfo; and
fold, indeed, almoft all the Zemindars pofe
feflions. Their houfes were burnt, their
carts were broken up. Thefe things arc to
come in proof *. This was the manner in
which all the principal geatry, all the fe-
condary gentry, all the women, and all the
minors, were difpofed of. What was the
fituation of the poor men, of the ycomen?
I fay, their fituation is ten thoufand ﬁlimel
worfe, if poffible, if there are degrees of
degradation in utter ruin. They were driven .
like horned cattle into the common prifon,
and there they were obliged to fign, as
the principal Zemindars had done before;
they were obliged to fign recognitions to
their utfer ruin; théy were let out only to their
deftruction. There were fuch an incredible
varicty of new taxes impofed every day, that
they were obliged to fell almoft all the com

® This was impeffible, until the matter fhould be firfk

charged in the Houfe of Commons ; that Houfe, whofe

Delegate Mr, Burke was, never beard a word of this flory.
D2
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of ‘the country at once. It happening to bea
year of fulnefs, and the markets overloaded,
their crops did not fell for above one-fourth
of the value, fo that being overloaded with-
taxes, they came to the next refource ; they
were obliged to fell every where, and hurry
to market all the cattle: thofe cattle that
were worth 20s. or 25s. a-piece, five of themr
were known to fell for 10s. The next thing
that they were to part with was the ornaments
of the women. They were obliged to be
parted with, They do not decorate themfelves
according to our mode, but their decoration
was a refource upon emergency, and if they,
have got any gold, it may ferve for affiftance..
They were all forced to bebrought to market
along with the cattle; fo that gold and filver
fold for 20 per cent. under its value. But
fome will fay, gold and filver fold under its
value! certainly, where there is anoverloaM
market and wicked purchafers.

" Permit me, my Lords, wfetbeﬁwnyouthe ?
.ﬁne of the people that remain, the victims

~ of this oppreffion. Whuymare going to |

h!ls i.h“m& from the author, Deby i

ﬂgp :"
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Sing ; who being charged with this compul-
fory fale of the lands, fays, “ It is notorious
*¢ that poverty generally prevails among the
* hufbandmen, and the poor are feldom pof=
* feflcd of any fubftance except at the time
* they reap their harveft; and this is the cafe,
¢ that fuch numbers of them were fwepe
«away by famine, their effeéts were only
¢ a little earthen-ware, and their houfes a
s handful of ftraw, the fale of which was
** not worth a few rupees—but it is ftill in=
« gredible that there fhould not be a want
“.of purchafers.”—My Lords, I produce
this ftrange teflimomy from the per-
\.fon himfelf who was concerned in racking
thefe people, and I produce it to thew the
flate of the country. It is not bribes of
£40,000 only. Thofe who give thefe
bribes of [40,000 muft receive four times
that fum. The people, while they were ha-
rafled in this manner, fought that dreadful
refource thatmifery is apt to fly to;—they fell
into the hands of ufurers. Ufurers are a bad
refource at any time; thofe ufurers, to the
hardnefs of that kind-of defcription of people,
ety ‘ - worfey

.
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worlfe, that is, their own neceflity. They
had very little help againft the oppreffion of
power; they were obliged to pay, toan{wer
the bribes and gifts given to Mr. Haflings,
not §, 10, 20, or §0 per cent.;=—no fuch
thing; 600 per cent. by the year; beggaring
the people, therefore, was the only refource.
Such is the confequence of bribery.—The
poor unfortunate people, in this way ftript
of every thing, land and cattle, their in-
inftruments of hufbandry next go to market ;
after that, the perfons attending them dragged
them from their own miferable hovels, and
their Jaft homes were burnt to the ground. It
was not the exaction of revenue, it was a
cruel robbery; and there remained to the
unhappy people of that country but two
things, their families and their friends. Men
generally confole themfelves with a fatisfac-
tion, in proportion as they are deprived of
other advantages, that they ftill find a re~
fource at home; but the moft tender of
parents, the moft affetionate and tender
hufbands, could not confole themfelves with
their children or their wives. This was
the cafe of the country in refpect of their

penury.
I am ”
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I am obliged to make ufe of fome apology
for the horrid fcene | am now going to open.
My Lords, you have already had enough, more
than enough, of oppreflions upon poverty,
and oppreflions upon property —And, my
Lords, permit me to make the apology to
you, that Mr. Paterfon made, a man that
I with, if ever my name ihould be men-
tioned to pofterity, may go down along with
his, if poflible, though ina fecondary degree

His

® It wiil naturally be fuppofed that this fiory of Mr.
Burke’s made a confiderable noife in Calcutta. Mr.
Paterfon, who is a man of honour and charadter,
was by no means inclined to facrifice truth, in
return for Mr. Burke's culogium; but wrote, the
following Letter to Mr. Chapman, 3 Mcemher of
the Board of Revenue, inclofing in ita ftatement of
fafts, which proved that Mr. Haflings was abfent
from Calcutta during the courfe of the inquiry into
the conduét of Deby Sing, though he was the firf to
order its commencement, and toturn Deby Sing out of

ail his employments, pending the inquiry

¢ Dean Cuarman,
« It was with finccre concern that
I faw my Reports on the Rungpore infurrection, pro-
daced as a charge againft Mr. Haftings. How little he

bad to do in this bufinefs, you will fcc from the in-
clofed
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His apology is this; it is mine: ** that the
* punithments infliGted upon the Ryots of
*> Rungpore and Dinagepore, were in many
¢« inftances of fuch nature, that I would ra-
¢ ther wifh to draw a veil over them, than
¢ fhock your feclings by a detail; but it is
¢ fubflantially neceflary for the fake of juf-
*¢ tice and humanity, and the honour of
*¢ Government, that they thould be expofed,
* to be remembered in future.”

A

My Lords, let this be my anticipating
apology. It is indecd a moft difgracetul fcene
to human nature that I am now going to
_mention. When the people were ftript of
every thing, it was in fome cafes fufpected,

clofed ftatement of fats. You will find, tbat, ar far ar
wefied with bimy bis condudt was fuch as you would ex-
pect from a man of bis bunawity.  Ihave no party intersft
o frrve, but it muft give you {atisfaltion to fee a vindie
cation of Mr. Haitings, from onc who has uc sther mo-
tive for the ftep, than that of jufice.

Catcrrra, YOU!‘S, &e.

Sep. 26, 1789, J. PATERSON¢
Clarles Chapman, Ef.

This Letter, and the flatement inclofed in it, are
amonglt the Records at the India Houfe, q
an



( 25 )

and juftly, that they had hid fome part of
their grain.  Their bodies were then ap-
plied to the fierceft mode of torture, which
was this: they began with them, by wind-
ing cords about their fingers; there they
clung and were incorporated together; then
they hammered wedges of wood and iron
between their fingers, 6l they * cruthed
and maimed thofc honelt and laburious
hands which never were lifted to their mouths
but with a feanty {upply of previfion; thefe
were the hands fo tortured, out of which
you have purchafed a fubftance which has
furnifhed this country with the entertainment
of china, a fubftance drawn from themfclves
and their children, of which you and*all
‘this auditory, and all this compay, have
made that very luxurious meal, without a
farthing expence to Great Britain, for 23
years. What was the return?  Cords, ham-

The croeltics mentioned in this part of Mr. Burkc’s
fpeegh were chargéd to have been committed ina fmall
diftrict, called Dhee Jumls, dependent wpon Dinages

_pore. No comphiints were made from any other part
of Dinagepore.  The firft accufition turned out to be
dalfe, afigr a folenm enquiry upon cath
' E mers
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mers, tortures, and maiming was the re.
turn. ‘This is the fituation in which thofe
hands were bound, which a@ with refiftlefs
power when they are lifted up to heaven,
powerful in prayer againft the authors of
fuch confufion. Let us at leaft deprecate,
and fecures ourfelves from the vengeance due
to thofe who maffacred them. Let us, for
God's fake : it is a ferious thought. They
begun there, but if they begun there, there
they did not ftop. The heads of the villages,
the leading ycomen of the country, re-
fpetable for their virtue, and age, were
tied together, two and two: unoffending
and thus helplefs, they were then thrown over
a bar, and beat with bamboo canes on the
foles of their feet, ’till their nails ftarted
from their toes; and were afterwards fo
beaten with cudgels, that their blood ran
both from their nofes, eyes, and cars¥*,

My Lords, they did not ftop there; bam-
boos, wangees, rattans, canes, commonwhips,
and fcourges, were not fufficient. They

*This charge was alfo proved to be falfe, after the
fulleft inveltigation,
a found
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found a tree in the country which bears
fitrong and fharp thorns. Not fatis-
fied with thofe other cruelties, they
fcourged. them with that.  Not fatisfied
with this, but fearching cvery thing
through the deepeft parts of nature, where
the feems to have forgot her ufual bene-
volence, they found a poifonous plant, which
is a deadly cauftic, which inflames the
bruifed part, and often ends with death.
This they applicd to thofe wounds. My
Lords, this wc know, that there are men
fo made, that even the pains of the body
fortify the fufferer to bear the pains of the
mind, The mind ftrengthens as the body
fuffers, and rifes with an claftic force
againft thofe that torture it.  The mind
gets the better of the body. Thofe people
that are dealt with in this manner, people
that can bear their own tortures, cannot
bear thofe of their children and friends.
The innocent children were brought and
fcourged before the face of their parentst
cruelly fcourged before their parents®!

¢ After a wery full enquiry, this charge was found
3o be falfc.
Ez2 They
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They bound the father and the fon face
to face, arm to arm, body to body, and
in that flate, they whipt them with
every refincment of cruelty ; fo that every
blow which efcaped the father, thould fall
upon the fon, and every blow which efcaped
the fon, fhould fall upon the father; fo
that where they did not wound the fenfe,
they fhould wound and tear the fenfibilities
of nature. = This was not all. Virgine that
were kept from the fight of fun, were
dragged into the public court, which thouvld
be a refuge againftall oppreflion; and there in
the prefence of the day, their delicacies
were offended, and their virginity cruelly
violated, by the bafeft and cruelleft of man-
kind *. It did not end there. The wives of
the men of the country only fuffered lefs by
this, they loft their honour in the bottom
of the moft crucl dungeons, where they
were confined 4. Thefe are wrongs to the
people; wrongs to their manners, wrongs
to their bodies, and the feelings of man-
kind; they were dragged out naked, in

Not a fyllable of this charge was trus,

'This charge, and the next alfo, proved many“'ﬁgg:.
that
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that fituation expofed to public view, and
fcourged before all the people.

My Lords, here is my authority *, for
otherwife you will not behieve it credible.
My Lords, whatwill you feel when I tell you
that they put the nipples of the women into
the clift notches of fharp bamboos, and
tore them from their bodies}. They ap-
plied buming torches, and cruel flow fire,
to their badies.

My Lords, I am afhamed to open it;
thefe infernal fiends, in defiance of cvery
thing divinc and human, plunged torches

* The authority thus quited by Mr. Burke, was
a tranflation of a complaing delivered to Mr. Pater-
fbn, and by him tranfmited mit s he received ity
to the Board of Revenne, There was an art pra&tifed
by Mr., Burke in this initance, of which we hope
no sther man in England iy capable. How could the
Lords or the auditors have fuppofud thar ail Mr, Burke’s
authority was an allegation not caguired into,

1 The horror which this accufation excited in
Bengal, induced the Commiflioners to make the moft
ftri¢t enquiry into the truth of it, and it appeared
¢hat it was uterly unfounded.
‘ into
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anto the forrce of life+. My Lords, this
excites fcclmgs, that modefty, ‘which more
diftinguithes man than even his rational
nature, bids us turn from the view of, and,
leave it to thofe infernal fiends to execute
their cruel and diabolical tortures, where
the modefty of nature and the anxieties of
parents may not follow them. Thele are
cruelties that arofe from' the giving power
to fuch a man as Deby Sing, and his in-
ternal villains.

My Lords, I had forgot, I have it here,
the manner in which you may know the
length, the breadth, and depth of thefe
horrible crueltics. They took thefe unfor-
tunate. hufbandmen whom they had impri-
foned; they whipt them: I affure you,
thefe details are not pleafant, but they are
wleful. Thefe men were taken often out of
prifon, awoke from their fleep, and thefe
tormentors watched for the moments when

} This charge excited equal borror; but on the ful-
ket enquiry, it was proved to. have ‘been ‘made with-
mlt the fmﬂeﬁ foundation.

ST
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nature takes refuge from life in a flate of
infenfibility : they were awoke to be whipa
ped® again next morning, in winter time,
when the country was quite deftroyed by
froft ; which to them is more terrible than
tous. They were plunged into cold water,
then led out into the villages, to fee if they
could raife any thing from the hands of the
villagers.

My Lords, the people of India are patience
itfelf; their patience is too criminal ; but they
burft at once into a wild and univerfal up-
roar and unarmed rebellion, from one end
to another. The two provinces + broke
out into gencral rebellion. The people fell,

* Of this charge no fhadow of proof appears. Nor
an I even find that fuch a charge was preferred to
Mr. Paterfon, or any other living,

4 This is fiot a true fiatement. The fa@ is, that
Dimagepore neves broke out into rebellion, That pro-
mmd:nmncof[zoo,mnym,udtmbalmc
of the Gtk year of Deby Sing's leafe was not 6, and
the fecondl tiot” £ 8000.~~The inforre@on broke out -

in Rungporfionty.

as
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% decided and avowed difapprobation of Government,

« that the Commiflioners relutantly undertook an in«

- vdﬂganen of this canfe. Their proceedings, in my
; do equal credit to their integrity and to their
ngs.  Faéls are not left to bare affertion
ﬂn "‘ﬁ'w Every charge (and fome not fpecifically
+ % pointed out to the Commiffioners) is examined with
¢ ferupulous accuracy ; and wherever evidence could be
« obtained, it has been fought for, and brought forward.

« The proceedings are not fummary, but voluminous
¢ and minute ; and if the conduét of any Zemindar or
% farmer in the country were to pafs an inveftigation

~ . % of the fame nature, 1 may venture to affert, that he

.




df”"f' : :
mdﬂaughméd; andh!hGoonﬁidmlend.l |

ﬂ’pnﬁmd,ndtolmw :kcpd‘u- M
u»mwﬁdmmmw'%




e ! ss )
Mmﬂbm fo wemhad ferious
h.,im in Bengal.  This was'in 1782,
- and it made a very great noife in Caleutta,
But there is fuch a gulph between us and
Calcutta, that I venture to fay, not one of
all the great and noble auditors prefent

. ever heard of it. On the contrary, it is a
conftant rule that, whenever any thing is
" quiet in Bengal, you are fure to hear of it.
~ Here, the infide of Bengal Government was
g expofed to view. When they heard this,
they thought it behoved them not to pafs by

fuch condué, and which a poor eafy man
could not tell how to account for. They,
‘therefore, caft about for a good-natured cafy.
- man, who fhould make that fort of report,

which might lay faults on both fides; and, as

a u&ofped: ~could only tend to renew

qut&tom. and Jb
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..;:(mfc of the infurrection, and they caft about

to find a man that was fit to be a good re-
prefenter of affairs, that fo the channel of all
this ferocity and wickedne(s thould be con-
cealed. Accordingly, they found outa manof
a tolerable free character, fuppofed to be a
man of moderation, almoft to excefs ; mild,
quiet, totally unconnefted with party, and
of peaceable charadter*. They thought that
juft fuch a man as that, was exactly theman
for their purpofe; and they took it for
granted, that from him they might expect
an account in which faults fhould be left out
on both fides, and buried in oblivion ; and it
fhould be remembered, that a retrofpect could
enly tend to renew grievances. They chofe

o Ifit were of confequence to expofe Mr. Burke's
blunders upon all occafions, the writer of this note
would obferve, that the real charater of Mr. Paterfon
(except that he is a man of honour and integrity) is dia -
reftly the reverfe of Mr. Burke's defeription.  Heisa '
gentleman of uncommonly lively parts, nvcrynutput,
an excellent companion, and, with great good nature in
private life, poffefles an admirable turn for fatire, as
mmamwmmﬂ Paterfon
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‘well; but there never was a man fo miftaken

in the world. Mr. Paterfon, undert his quiet

~ honeft charaer, concealed a vigorous mind,

deciding underftanding, and a fecling heart,
He is the fon of a gentleman of venerable
age, and extraordinary charaier, in this
country, who long filled the feat of Chairman
of the Committee of Supply in the Houfe of
Commons, but is now retired to an honour-
able reft in the necighbourhood ; this fon,
as foon as he was appointed to the commif-
fion, dreaded the confequences; but to
juftify himfelf, he took out a letter that he
had received from his father, which was the
prefervation of his character, and the deftruc-
tion of his fortune; and this letter enjoined
him to purfue fuch a perfe@ line of" con-
du, and to hazard every profecution rather
than to difgrace truth, that he went up
into the country in a proper frame of mind
todo hisduty. I beg to read from his letter,
how that gentleman found that country on
his arrival, and how he accounts for the res
W *“In my two reports, ‘I have fet
igﬂt&e general manner that oppeffion has
rovok: thehuhndm:opg;tﬁ; i

o T
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#¢their flock and goods; I mean not to
* cnumerate them now ; every day my
*¢ enquiries ferve to confirm the facts; thé
«« wonder would have been if they had not

““ revolted, fecing it was not a colletion of
“¢ the revenue, buta robbery with criminal pu-
_ * pifhment, and every inftrument of difgrace;

¢ and this extended to every individual.—
% There is a period at which oppreflion will
“ be refifted. Conceive the fituation of the
* hufbandman.,  Every thing they had in
* the world was dragged away; expofed
‘ to every ecxaggerated demand, and fold
¢ at {o low a price as not to anfwer that
“ demand ; fubjedted to criminal punifh-
‘ ment, with the lofs of his women and
“ caft.” :

You will allow the full effe@ of prejudice

“on this fubject; the confequence of a lofs of

the caft to thefe perfons I have ftated to your

" Lordthips before; the lofs of the caft there

amounts to more than a complete excommu-
nication, outlawry, or attainder, inthis coune

try; the man or woman that has loft theircaft

: **ﬁe«wm&m«t their m
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of the loweft and bafeft of mankind. But
there was an inftrument of torture to them
ftill worfe: there is a kind of pillory, a
difgrace in that country, particularly to
the Bramins, which is, to be put on a
| bullock, with drums beating, and led
 through the town ; this was fo done*, and
l the people fupplicated that the man fhould
P _not be fo cruclly treated. I have now flated
‘f the caufes of the rebellion, and the opi-
‘ nion of the man when he faw that coun-
t q;whchmnotamamrofmqmﬁ i

tion, uwasamattetofpubhc notoriety.
There is an expreflion of ons of the men
that went into it, that he paffed twelve

miles without feeing a light, and with= °

.outﬁnding means of fire to drefs his necef-
'mmwm,wmm
upon a man called Bafdeo Dofs, who had of his own
authority inflidled fuch of the m/mquﬁ&gm;&-
MWfD“Mm‘vm”JW “When
%J«u Shore gave his opinion in November 1788,
n this caufe, he remarked, that Bafleo Dofs de-

‘ exemplary punifhiment for his con-
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fary food. All thefe hurtful calamities were
the confequence of the government of Deby
Sing ; one would imagine that this drew up-
on him the feverity of the Governor; that if
ever there were any arbitrary power, it
would be here exercifed: we muft not be
too hafty in forming an opinion. The re-
port of the Commiffioner might be fub-
" je@ted to great miftakes*; Gunga Govind
Sing, when it came before him, well played
his part. On the firft report, the commit-
tee were a little ftunned; they did not know
- what to do with it, but at laft, after that, came
~down a full report, with evidence in the full

body of it +; as the Commiflioner was a man
of bufinefs, and of ferious thinking, he
* made fuch a report, filled with fuch a body

" ® This‘alludes to a minute of Sir John Shore, which
he prefented in the Committee of Revenue, in which
he exprefles his doubts of the truth of the facts, and
obferves, tlntxfdxcy were of fuch a mature as Mr.
Paterfon lm‘lﬁued, proofsmnghtbcprocnrodm
nydlﬂiculq
] *mummgarwmmmym,
- mitted the complaints as he received them, and u
. hot mmh&wwﬂcﬂfchood. cf
2 ot
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~ Country cannot ﬁamﬂ: chmef iﬁ per-

fons who act in the government by its autho«

rity, in public functions, exercifing public
truft, are entitled to prefumptive credit* for

~the truth of all they affert, and throw the -
refponfibility and the burden of the proof on
thofe that fhake it; unlefs corruption, malice,
~or fome evil difpofition is found in the per-

. fon who makes this report, it ought to pafs
in the opinion of thofe who ordered it as
proof ; but very different ideas prevail in this
committee of Mr. Haftings. The firft aét
of this exccutive body, ncither having the
right or the name of a judicial character,
was to turn Mr. Paterfon into a voluntary
accufer: having made a charge, they call upon

~ him to prove it; they put Deby Sing againft -
Mn Mﬁn; thcyuke nnobje&lon.zht

‘ ;mm«d«d tobeupon oath mtcae

e S N o
el Paerfon’s veracty, that Sie Joha




 word is upon, enb: they throw a Jou&!. 4
ﬂndom»you%hﬂn all. In fhort, Deby Sing
appears, as your Lordthips imagine he will
appear, a very difficulty, a very flur in the
way of their commiffion, and they fuppofe
 that M. Paterfon has been carried away by the
‘warmth of his imagination; that he has af-
* fumed whatisnot tobe proved: theyallow that
prefumptive proofs are pretty ftrong agamﬁ
Deby Sing, and Mr. Haftings is of opinion,
that there is nothing here charged againft
him, of which he is not guilty*. My Lords,

3 Cﬂuugunumofthofeﬂg(rMmmdM
mbm!lr Burke only is capable. Mr: Haftings never

: uyopmmu&eufedﬂuby‘s&;,bo-
| the enquiry was not completed during his Govern-
”m;wkufomchpmudicedagamﬂhhn,
 that he ordered him #o b removed from all his appoint-
'ments pending the enquiry 5 and he declared, juft before
~ he left Bengal, that fuch was his opinion of Deby Singy
nnwumum&mw ,
n’hﬁhim.lndththe-qhbe&mwn- i
: g ) ‘.  Sonk 2 :‘1“:
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Tam fnurio your senion; i v
| : ‘muym» Tong

, dGod iﬂaﬁ“ I will go through it to~day

’ﬂncnmﬂeptheymlemtlnirmw"

~ into_the thape of an accufer, to make good a
dmgtwhich hcuudemmchbthdtﬁ-

G Wnﬁt ﬁeyﬂle'yvtook‘maéhu;e'-m-

February 19th,
IN CONTINUATION.

My Lorps, i
1 am convinced that my continuation of
this caufe has been attended with fome dif-

® At this period Mr. Burke fuddenly laid his hand
qnhhm.udwm His brother, his
“fon, and other gentlemen came to his afliftance. The
Court broke up in the utmoft confufion, Some ladies
mmmum«a&m&pm -
- this cratorical trick 3 it deferved. An engraver has
' ‘utﬁdﬁmﬁcﬁtﬂm
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ficulties to your Lordthips, on account of my -

_inability to proceed yefterday ; but your Lord-

thips® love of juftice has removed every ob-

- fhruction, and. I therefore proceed with con-
fidence to the bufinefs now before your .

Lordﬂups.‘ 1think, to the beft of myre-

membrance, the Houfe adjourned at the
period of time in which I was endeavouring

to muﬂrate the mifchiefs that happened
from Mr. Haftings throwing off his refpon-
ﬁblhty, by delegating that power to a council,
and in fa& to Black Men, and the confe-
quence of it, in preventing the detection and
the punithment of the groffeft abufes that
ever were known to be committed in India,
_orin any other part of the world. T flated
to you, that Mr. Commiflioner Paterfon was
fent thfﬁw country ; that he was fent, with
all the authority of Government, with powers
not only to hear, to report, but to redrefs the
grievances which he fhould find; in fhort,
there was nothing wanted to his power, but
_an honeft Court to report to. He reported
thofe thmp which I delivered to you, and

~ did very imperfe@ly, very faintly, and fhort-

ly. aocozdpgm:my mnemh. M;loyou, =

sy ,. i that,
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that, inftead of being ﬁmuﬂni widi M
thare of power which Mr. Haftings has en.'
deavoured to ufc on other occafions againft
thofe who had incurred his private refent-
ment, this man was put in all bufinefs of
offence and defence, which the moft litigious
and prevaricating iaws that ever were in-
vented to fcreen peculation and power from
the cries of an opprefled people could effect,
M. Paterfon,whoas I ftated, wasdeputed, with
all the authority of Government, to a great
province, was now confidered as a voluntary
accufer, and to make good the articles of his

_ charge againft Deby Sing; but I believe
Deby Sing did not long remain in the hum-
ble finking fuppliant fituation of a man under
charges, or in a fecondary and fubordinate
fituation, as anfwering thofe charges. By
degrees, as the protection increafed, his bold-
nefs grew along with it; he no longer took
thetone of an accufed perfon, he reverfes

* the fituation impofed on Mr. Patterfon ; he
becomes Mr. Paterfon’s accufer ; he began -
at firft to fay, he believed he was miftaken;
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- and defires to be heard in this nominal Coms
mittee. This bufinefs has now taken a third
thape; firft, Mr. Paterfon is a Commiffioner, -
to report; then he is tomake good his charge ;

~ then he is accufed and ordered to anfwer the
charges ; this is the third metamorphofis of
Mr. Paterfon’s fituation. In this fituation,
which is what I will venture to fay never hap-
pened before in the annals of mankind, he was
ordered to bring Deby Sing to prifon, that in.
famous charaéter, that abandoned mortal, load -
ed with crimes by the Committee themfelves, 1
Deby Sing was committed under guard, but
he was foon taken from under that guard,
and he fat affeffor by the fide of Mr. Pa«
terfon.  In fuch a fituation all human con-
flancy would be fhaken, and its manhood |
gone. To report the grievances of thofe that
©  had been rich, but were now undone by
~ oppreflors, was invidious ; the road of for-
tune was ealy to Mr. Paterfon. I believe
you are convinced, that the Committee would
“not htwcnwvcdadxﬁercntrep«umupmf
R ‘ofbnbmygduy would n&lptbﬂerecelwd
_ itastending to foften and conciliate this dif-
i q M matter, aad. to ﬁaﬂe the aflea o!‘




o m,. pan:iple. ‘and @dadu-

-

_ rader, received the thanks, and withftood

‘the thanks of thofe that accufed him ; this

* man was turned into the accufed perfon in

this Committee. In this fituation, I muftdo

_him the juftice to fay, he never tottered one
moment; he ftood like a hero*; he was fent

-

- '!‘hevholeqﬁhhpm of 't sibont e B o

: "Mywid. that no man, without explanation, can
- underftand it. Sir John Shore complained, that Mr,

Pnufon accounts were inaccurate or vague, and he

cenfured him for diffefpedt to the Committee. - Mr.
Paterfon replied 5 and after much nhcrcmontthom-

mittee fent to the Supreme Council all theiz corref~

" pondence with Mr. Paterfon, and cvery documment and
every information which they had received from him,

mw&eﬁﬁuumon,mdtotkewtlﬂdncby
ﬁ-& The Supreme Council ‘(' Mr. Hiflings being at
Lucknow ), viz. Mr. Wheler, Sir John Macpherfon, and

Iﬁ!uﬂn.ubvdly-m'dy,mé-h‘ud_
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#s a protectot, when the peopld‘bakduﬁn 5
him as carrying with him the whole power
of Government. Ile was forced to go back,
to try whether among a miferable, ruined,
undone, abject people, he was to find any
who had courage enough to ftand to their
former accufations ; fuch treatment no fer-
vant of Govemment ever received. The
next ftep was to appoint another fet of Com-
‘miffioners, to try the queftion between him
and Deby Sing®, Who were thofe. gentle=
; men
this proceeding is ftrictly jufl, fair, and Bonourable; but
were it otherwife, Mr. Haftings was abfent, and igno-
rant of every part of it, Sir John Shore obferves, in
1788, that every member of the Bengal Government,
in 1783-4, had formed a decided opinion againfi Deby
!u‘.aud that if found guilty, be had no mercy to expe?.
£l Here Mr. Burke clofes his account of the com-
,p!muwhnchmmadcﬁ-om Rungpore. We will
therefore, in a very few words, give a fair ftate of the
tranfactions relative to that province.
Inthcyecnh.Sk]ohnShwemddum

of Revenue conceived that the Government ought to . “

MMMWWAMMM; 3
whh.bcwl# mmpm-itnm k)
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province, and Mr. Paterfon was fent by Sir Jobn'
Shore and the Committee to enquire and report the
canfe of it. He tranfmitted to the Committee feveral
‘mhvwmhhdmmdkmw
the feveral faéts which Mr, Burke has mentioned. Td
determine upon the truth of thefe complaints, the Sus
preme Council appointed three fworn Commiffionersy
(and, after the fullet and the moft minute inveftiga
tions, by far the greater number were found to have
“no fort of foundition. In fome inftances, Deby Sing;
following the example of the Zemindars; had colleCted
the revenues with a rigour and feverity very unufual
under the Britith Government in India,and be was com-
_pelled to make complete fatisfaction for every aét of
Whh‘dcmnmmd;but,vhmthepoinuh
vhkik“a#dlommpmdwkhtbcaﬁm
fiated by Mr. Burke, the man muft appear to be per-
Afeétly innocent. The unjuftifiable deception of Mr.
Buske oty i o all he i, i they bd esn
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Mr. Paterfon, feeing the minds of the
- people broken, fubdued, and proftrate under
it, and that fo far from the means of repre-
fenting his duty between the ¢riminal and
magiftrate, he had niot that of defending his
own innocence, reprefented to thefe Coms
miffioners, the junior fervants of the Coms«
pany, that this appearance, and this immenfé
retinue, tending to ftrike terror into the minds
of the natives, had prevented him from exé- |
cuting juftice.  The Council* fat upon it;
and they found it was true that it would
have an evil tendency.  On the other hand,
_they fay, for they are.very tender, he fhould
appear under a guard ; thercfore, they take
a middle way, and they ordered thetit to un-
~ skrEw their bayonets, and to confider therm
as troops. The next ftep they took, was to
téleafe Mr. Paterfon from all concern in
f:é& tranfactions. One would have thought
it was only right for Deby Sing to be
-excluded. No, there he fat as a fovereign
‘ fbui' years. ‘They enjoyed the office, and

m.nmxr Wheler, Sir John Macpherfon,
umum%«tmw o
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Now, my Lords, to bring all this Ws

home to Mr. Haftings. 1 ftated to you, be-
fore that 1 confidered Mr. Haftings as re-

fponfible for the aéts of the people he em-
ployed ; doubly refponfible, if he knew.
them to be bad. I charge him with putting
men of evil chara&ers in fituations, in which
any evil might be committed. I charge him
as Chief Governor with deftroying the in-
ftitutions of the country ; which were, and
ought to have been, the check upon this peo-
® This concluding part of Mr. Burke's fpeech isun-
fortunately but too truey the fpecial Commiffion of
Enquiry was appointed in March 1784, Mr, Haftings, °
who was then abfent, and did not return to Calcutta
until November, and left India the firft of February .
following, exprefled his furprife that the report had
not been made; and moved, that the Commiflioners
fhould be peremptorily ordered to make their report
in two months. The enquiry was fo minute, that
ft was not until February 1787 that they en-
Mywﬂ&*m;udhmmﬂ!

e abhel g8, that judgment
& »Mmm&amu:ﬁ
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poffibly have concealed from thcpuﬁlw e
- fuch ads as thefe; the Provincial Councils
had removed, but Mt. .H;(tulg: sleﬂmynd;
every charge.  Having deftroyed every con-
troul, above and below, and delivered the,
whole country inte the hands of Gunga
Govind Sing, for all his acts he is refpon-
fible. 1Thave read to you, and I hope, and
truft, it is frefh in your remembrance, that
Deby Sing was prefented to Mr. Haftings
by« Govind Sing, namely, by that fet
of fervants, as they call themfelves, who aét
as they themfelves tell us, and moft naturally,
as the tools of Govind Sing: and he is fur-
. ther refponfible, becaufe he took the bribe
of Dinagepore, the country that was.ravaged
in this mm* We fhall prove he took
rupees, or £150,000 fterling; and the improved, and

. improvlng,hteofhgd,ﬁnndmumetothh,mﬁ

- convince any rational being, that there is no foundation
~ for the many fimple ftories we have heard of the dif=

treffed ftate of Bengal; for if Mr. Hattings had violently

e \.gw%mmhmmwwu

i Z‘*hm;mqmwﬁ&.fhmh :
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:‘Mhn&bm at ﬁ'uhd'di &eﬂﬁh

through the medium of that per=

-fwwﬁom he had appointed to exercife all

the affairs of the Supreme Council above,
and of all the fubordinate Council below.—
So that you fee, he had appointed a Coun-
cil of Tools, at the expence of [62,000
to do all the offices, for the purpofe of efta-
blithing a bribe-factor general, a general
receiver, and agent of bribes, through all
the country, and he is anfwerable for the
whole *.

* Mr. Burke, in his moft fingular compofition, af-
fumes it ar a fa?, that Mr, Haftings had delivered over
the whole kingdom of Bengal to Gunga Govind Sing,
in whofe hands the Committee of Revenue were fools ;
and, therefore, for all bis aéts Mr, Haflings is réfponfible.

_ But in this letter to the Court of Direflors, remon-
M‘M&cappmofﬁr]ohnsm to
the government of Bengal, he affirms, that he finds
&Mwmhmﬂym‘vl,ﬂ-—

 cipal aflor and party in the maladminiftration of the

Revenue Board ;. and that againft him much criminal











