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as . • bribe for the nomination of the AaJah, 
it was received as a bribe for o.ffice. Which 
is the bell or the worll, I thall not preteml to 
determine; or whether Mr. Hafiings got it 
from Deby Sing for appointing himguanlian, 
or for the judgment j but you find the Rajah 
in his poffdflon, you find his houfe and 
education in his polfcilion: this makes it ' 
nece1fary you thouJd know, that after com­
mitting the family of the Rajah to him. lIe 

acceptedJhe propofaIs Dcby Sing made in the 
name of his fon; " and" (fay the Committee) 
.. his abilities and indefatigable attention to 
.. bufinefs are fo well known, that we truit 
" the meafure will meet with your approba- . 
•• tion, &c. §" Here is an acknowledgment 
of his fidelity, and that he is a perron to 

whom 

~ This is a quotation from a letter written by Mr. 
Shore .10 the Governor G.:ner.u and Council itt the 
mouth of November liS., in which he relates the 
mcafutes taken by tbe Commiuee of Revl.'nue for let­
ting the laodt of BengaL It appc<lN by tb:u letter, tlut. 

the ~ of Oinageporc being a minor, the Com. 
miuc;c: ba4£;Vrncd the province to Deily SlnltypOn 

this priDciJteOnly, that he l~ oifet'Cd what they 
~ogp.t tb4 beft terJWI fvr 'the Company, andbeiog a 

maD 
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whom no objeClion_ can M made. Th~"j'~ 
fent te:iMr. Haftingsis by him1ecordejfaafJ 
{ent "itfo the Eaft India Company. Mr. 
Hafting! has recor~ed (thou~h ~e - public~y 
authorifed Deby SlOg'S namm.lon to this 
pat ~dy of power) that he knew Deby 
Sing to be a man a'gainG: whom the moft 
~rocioul iniquities were charged, that '*re 
ever charged upon man. Now, ithough it is 
a Jarge field, and though it is a thing that 
I feel reluCtance in menrianint. exbaufted at­

lam at prefent; yet fuch is the magnitude of 
the (ubjed, (uch the hurtful confequences of 
fuperfeding all perfons,"to give the country 
into the hands of Guraga Govind Sing and 
Deb)' Sing, that I will proceed. It is not 
a ,(ubjett for me perhaps to, go :~nto) unlefs 
J can -prove: to you that Mr. Hafiings knew 

m1nwbom Mr. Sbore had 1PdJ known from his intimacy 
with Mr. Dat-arell, and by Debr Sing's having bem em­
ployed under Mr. Shore himfelf for many ynrs at 

Moorfhedabtd, be gives him that fair chata8v,wbich 
he ,0Iltrited Jrimto lMI'it. It '"- uu1f,tthat Debr 
Shrc ... accufed-.~~ tlrehlAiDe 0( 

" ,"~ aQ&U.t77)he>''''~~;cbieffoa die 
' C4iri'OiIf".,i~e " ---' --- -, 

" 3 ·the 



( 9 , 

the UlaD, and that.he bas avowed hidcqpw" 
'l¥ct,'of .him, though,he accepts hi~~la 
man .1' agaipft whom "no potlible A)ectiOll 

'~ 

could be made. 

It is neceiTary to fiate to you who was this 
Deby Sing, to whom there gre:lt truits were 
appointed and profits given. Dehy Sing ~$ 
a perfon of the tribe of Banyans, that is to 
fay, the trading and merchant dafs of India; 
and he wasaracttfed in all thoCc little artl!l 
and frauds togct money, and W;lS fucccfsful. 
He was employed by Manomcd Reza Cawn, 
while that great "man had the management 
of all the affiurs of fiatc and revenue in h(1IO. 
hands under the Company. Dchy Sing paid 
his court to him with all the a{Tiduitv and 

.' 
{ubtilnetS which thore who have no Frinci. 
ple are very apt to ufc. When M. R. Cawn 
was brought down by Mr. H .lflings and 
ordered on.3 £lrange charge to Calcutta-, 

Deby 

.' It . is ~' flngubt (aa, that ~ often as pt'oplc in power 
1ft P.af.ma haye: had a ~ ttf~· a point agaiJrtl dIe 
lalt~ Company, they' navc:'half recour{etO the 

foulei C11umntC14 Mr. ·~h:bdtlet ~ruee to Ma~ 
.q bomed 
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Deby Sing lent h~~ confiderable (rims _. 0{ 
money, for this great man was accu(clto' 
great ~cfltm~s, and a"4U~tted, J: ~o,o30 in 
debtJ that is to fay, as foon as he,iwas a 

homed Reza Can; bUt in '773, wheq,J..ord North and 
Ids frioultanade Mr. Haftlags tlHkl, tllIU/IWn to, the 
uni'ferfal abuG: beftowcd upon the tc:r4anu-of the ~ 
Itmy, ColondDow wrote a book, in w~hereis tht 
following paS"age reftelting upon Mahomed~eza Cawn: 
" Ye;u' after year brought neYf~ts,.OI' coafirmed 

"the ~ in the prailice of tlirfo~ opprcffion. 
r The teftants being at !enith ruined, the farmers 
.c Were unable to make good their contraa with go-­
n vernment. Their cruelties to thofe in prifon re­
u coiled at length on thcmfelves." Many of thelll were 

-/ bound to ftak~ and wh:i~: but their po\'Ct't)' 

-. teaA!a to be £eipd. Their complainb Weft beard 
" in ever, fquare of Moorfbedabad, ,tlmi WJt II ftw if 
•• ,. '-tit-ttl;n (lpWl fI_ 1M, ¥-to ... J 78,3' at 

the cWIInce of ten yean. whal tmotMr attllrl: was made 
upon the Company, a fUftilar unjuftifiable wwsmy.vas 
repeated by Mr. Burke. Mahomed Rca. Cawn, no 
ionia" in pbWet under tile Br~ prcmment,ba«l 
rnftltffli his cbarX\er, but tIIIr oJ",;,uj1"atitnr in India was 
as bid as ever. "Wue we to be driVeD out .Jodia 
.. tbit <lay (faid Mr. ~ke in 1783,lt' ~'''' would 
If ~ to \dl._itbad ..... ,~.'.~ the 
.. ~\adQus pqitclof_~M"~ 
If ....... &J.; n. ...... _ Qaq .... ' '"_ I, . -:,.,.. '.,' , ..... ~,f?:..,., .. -'tr'tl,.. > 

grat 
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Ftt debtor &.~fed U>.,be a great ,;rilpina.!r 
~sfDg obtained hi~ : iDtereft, and.Qnl,~. 
f~C ~great concerns mtrufted tc? JiIn ~ 
the provjD('e of Purncl! hGW did he thew 
himfelf'khere? he fo well acquitted himfeJf 
in, that pJacx, that the province wa,HotalJy 
ruined and def~lated . . To give you .an idea 
of this. the revenue. that in one y'Car wu 
[,90.000, fell the next year to [,60.000 t 
andhe fo &mpleteJy dried up all the {ouree 
of the revenue, tha.1.)rproduced not ~~ual to 
half of what it had been origimnly le~ 
at. Now whep the farmers, who were 
Calcutta Banyans" looked at the province 
in 'which they hoped to make their (or­
tunes, they fuddenly fled from it • .,~and 

gav~ {,IO.OOO to be rid of the baJgain. 
The cor~ptions and oppreffioDs were too 
abominabJe to efcape notice, and accordfhgly 
thi, man was removed from his employment 
in 1773, but not from his profits, which he 
Jtept·. Stigmatized, but ftill in power. he 

obtains 

• 'l'bi. ;~ ~ a t:rmfaAion "hidlhappeaccl immo­diatdy :'" Mr. Haftings QIDC&oBaa,1l ill 'na. 
t.: 2 ' Debr 







th ir ne effitites ; and according1y he got the 
{vIe and r lar govc mment, he got fev rat 

rovin es under v rious e, fometim 
ppe ring in his own nam , fomctim diC. 

appcaripg 



Deby 



beby Sing had not a more correa 
mory. The firft thing 'he did 0 was t 

{cize 00 all the gentlemen of tllat country, 
throw th m a on Of on, kee them in irons. 
and oblige them to Ggn a paper for the in­
(rcafe 0 their rents t. 

ta 

r nt , are thot; th t 

inJ nd nee. Thefe 
fold for on y ar's pur .. 



ut 
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ut into a feparate c olled:ion, and t e 
moment it was paid, the rents were raifed 
again, and the produce was referved as a 
facred depofit for himfelf,or {orne other 
perron whom Mr. Haft-ings iliould appoint-. 
The next wa the Cale of the goods: they 
were obhg d to carry them to market, and 
th re is one ciTcumfianc that ill efpeciaUy 
calJ for your pjty . Moll: of theperfons who are 
principal landholder or Zemindar , happen-
d at tl t time to be wom n. The fex tbert 

ar ina fi te of imprifonm nt, but by their 
1i nctity th y lIre treated with aU poffihle at­
tention and refpect. 0 hand of the law can 
touch them, but they have cu£l:om of fending 
fi mily bailiffs and family ~ rjeants into their 
hou~ an C ordingly Cuch p rfons came into 
th ir boufe • and b me ma1'ters of them: 
th m n n omen all Bed i all the ch rity 
land were fold t the f: m m rket. But this 
is no all; h things yet dearer to 
th m, th poor confol tion of 1m gination 
a death. for 11 the fubftantial mi eri of 
it. Th t ell 1 n ~ t ap rt for th if 

rune 1 {; rvi d th w r to 11 

the 



Sing, mor 
th nhe 
101 JO 
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fe1Ii n. Th ir houfe 
ere bro en up. re t 

come in proo. I the m nner in 
, hich aU the princi I gentry 11 the fi .. 
cond ry gentry, 11 th w men. U th 
minor, er clifpofed of. h t ~ th 
fitu tion of the r men, of th y n 
If;, th ir fit ion i t n thoufi nd tim 

orfe, if om J , jf there re 
deg tion in utter ruin. h y er 
like horned ttie into the ommon 
and there they were obli e to {j , 

the principal Zemindar h d done hero J 

tb y e obliged to ftgn re 0 'tio t 

th ir utter ruin' th y ere let out only to the it 
defiruaion. Th r were fu h an in r iblc 
variety of new e impofed every y. that 
they w re obliged to feU almoft n th 

Da 
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of'th ountry at once. It happening 0 be 
Y r of fuInef:, and the markets overJo ded, 
t eir crops did not fell for above one-fourth 
of the value, fo that being overloaded with 
tax ,th Y came to th n x r foure ; th y 
w re obliged to fell every where, and hurry 
t ' rk t all th cattle: thofe cattle that 

mit me, my r ,to fc t befor you the 
fi t of th eopI th tremain, th vi ims 
of thi oppr {fion. t you afe going to 
hear i an an(wcr from the author, Dcby' 



u 

•• 

men 
worfe, 



worfe, that is, thrir own neceffity. They 
h~d very little help againtl the oppreffion of 
power; they were obliged to pay, to an(wer 
the bribes and gifts given to Mr. Hafiings. 
not 5, 10, 20, or 50 per cent •• -no fuch 
thing; 600 per cent. by the year; beggaring 
the people, therefore, was the only refource. 
Such is the confequence of bribery.-The 
poor unfortunate people, in this way fiript 
of every thing. land and cattle, their in­
infhumcnts of hufbandry next go to market; 
after that, the pcrfons attending them dragged 
them from their own miferable hovels, and 
their Iail homes wen.: burnt to the ground. It 
was not the exattion of revenue, it was a 
cruel robbery; and there remained to the 
unhappy people of that country but two 
things. their familic? and their friends. Men 
generally confole thcmfelves with a fatisfac­
tion, in proportion as they are deprived of 
other advantages, that they fiill find are .. 
fource at home; but the moil tender of 
parents, the moll: affectionate and tender 
hufbands, could not confole themfclves with 
their children or their wives. This was 
the cafe of the COWltry in re(pcd of their 
penury. 
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I am obliged to make ure of fome apology 
for the horrid {eeoe , am now going to open .. 
My Lords. you have already had enough, more 
than enough, of opprdll0ns upon poverty, 
and opprelIions upon property -And, my 
Lords, permit me to make the apology to 
you, that Mr. Patcrfon nude, a man that 
I willi. if ever my name 1110Uld be men­
tioned to pofterity, may go down along with 
his, if poffible, though in a lccondary degree 

His 

• It will naturally be fuppofed th:lt this nory of Mr. 
Burke's made a conl1derable noire in Calcutt;t. Mr. 
Paterron, who i5 a mJn of hOllour and c.haractcr, 
was by no means inclined to l:lcriljec tnuh, in 

return for Mr. Burke'~ culogium; but w rot C', the 
following Letter to Mr. Chapman, a l\'tcmller of 

tbe Board of Revenue, inclofing in it a {btement of 

faas, which proved that Mr. Hallings was abfent 
hom Calcutta during the courre of the inquiry into 

thecondull: of Deby Sing, though he was thcjirjl to 
order its commencCDlent, and to turn Dchy Sing out of 

all his cmp1t1YIDents, pending the ilHluiry : 

.. DE.n. C1UPW&M, 

" IT 'Wat 'With fillccre concern tlut 
I faw my R.eportl on the R ungpore infurreCtion, pro­
ddced at a ch2l'ge againft Mr. Halting'. How little be 
bad to 40 ill U:Lia bWiDcfs, you will fc;c troru the in. 

dofed 
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His apology is this; it is mine: .. that the 
•• punithments infliCled upon the R yots uf 
I; Rungporc and Dinagepore, wcre in many 
" in1tances of fuch nature, that I would ra­
., ther with to draw a veil over them, than 
" {hock your feelings by a detail; but it is 
., fubflantially neceffary for the fake of juf­
u tice and humanity, and the honour of 
u Government, that they thould be cxpofed, 
•• to Lt: remembered in future. U 

My Lords, let this be my antiCIpating 
apology. It is indecd a moO: difgraccful trene 
to human natlll'c that I am now going to 

,mention. \Vhcn the people were fiript of 
ever~ thing, it was in fome cafes fufpetted. 

doft.-o fhtement of faa~. You will find,II'at, aJ far tJ.I 

~jlt.d 'u,itJ) l,im, llii um,luft WOIS futh as you would ex­

pect j;'~m a maft ?/ [·i; humani'y_ Il'<7'L'( flO part.T IIltfryJ 

U jf"tv:, but it mull. give you btisfaCtion to jCl" ;\ vimii­

GtiOll of Mr. lbftings, from one who has flC alh" "*" 
tiw for the ncr, than tbill -;/jlylia. 

CAtCLTT.\, 

Sc-l" n6. I i89. 

Cht:"/t'J Chapmall, EfiJ. 

Yours, &c. 

]. PAT~RSON. 

Thl" Letter, and the ftatement indo(ed in it, are 
UU)DtPt tlM: I.«onls at the: India HouL:. 

and 
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and jufHy. that they had hid fi)me parf of 
their grain. Their bodies werethell ap­
plied to the nC-feCa mode of tortllfe, which 
was this: they began with them. by wind. 
ing cords about their fingers; t here they 
dung and were incorp;:)r.\tc-i wl:;cthtr. then 
they hammered wedges of wood anJ iron 
between their fingers. till they • nll(h(~" 

and maimed thofe honeft :m\\ tlh"J1'iO\lS 

hands \vhich never w::re lifreJ to their mOllths 
but with a fcanty fllpply of pruvi!ion; t!ide 
were the hands fo tortured, out of wh:(.:11 
you have purchafed a fubfbnce \.\ hich has 
fumilhcd this cOllo.try with the entertainment 
of china, a tubfiance dr,lwn from tbcrnfdves 

and their children, of whirh you :lml' all 
'this auditory, and all this comp,rny. have 
made thilt very luxurious meal, without a 
farthing expellee to Great Britain, for 'lj 

years. \Vhat was the return r Cords, ham-

The ~ie. mentioned in thi$ part of Mr. Burke'. 
fpcecfl were charged to have !xcn comluitted in a. fmall 
d.iftritlt oiled Dhee Jumla, dependent tlpotl l)in.1ge. 
pol'e. No complaints were made ffom any other P'<lrt 

ofl)inagepore. '0)(: fidl accufltion tUl'0e4 out to be 

f~." a fo1~ ClHfuiry upon cada 
.E mers 
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fncrs, tortures, and maiming was the re­
turn. This is the fttuation in which thofe 
hands were bO!Jnd, which att with refiftlefs 
power when they are lifted up to heaven, 
powerful in prayer againft the authors of 
fuch confufion. Let us at leaft deprecate, 
and fecures ourfelves from the vengeance due 
to thofe who maffacred them. Let us, for 
God~ fake: it is a feriolls thought. They 
begun I hc:rc, but jf they begun there, there 
they did not fiop. The heads of the villages, 
the leading yeomen of the country, re· 
fpeCtable for their virtue, and age, were 
tied together, two and two: unoifending 
and thus helplefs, they were then thrown over 

• 
a bar, and beat with bamboo canes on the 
foles of their feet, 'till their nails flarted 
f'Pm their toes; and were afterwards fo 
beaten with cudgels. that their blood ran 
both from their nofes, eyes, and cars *. 

My Lords, they did not fiop there; ltam­
boos, wangees, rattans, canes, commonwhips, 
and 1courges, were not fufficient. They 

• 'This cbargewal alfo proved ~ be Ealfc:, after the 
.~. inYcftrti.()Q, 

• found 
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found a. trte in the country which t;ears 
1bong and Iharp thorns. Not {alis­
lied with thofe other cruelties, they 
fcourged ._ them with that. Not fatisficd 
with this, but fcarching every thing 
through the deepefl parts of nature, where 
1he feems to have forgot her ueu,1I bene­
volence. they found a poif,)l1oUS plant, which 
is a dcadl,Y caufiic, which inflames the 
bruifed part. and oftcn ends with death. 
This they applied to thole wounds. My 
Lords. this we know. that there are men 
{o made. that even the pains of the body 
fortify the fuffercr to bear the pains of the 
111ind. The mind firengt hens as the body 
[ufters, and rires with an ebllic. force 
againfl thoec that torture jt. The mind 
gets the better of the body. Thole people 
that :ue dealt with in this manner, pt'ople 
that can bear their own tortures . cannot 
bear thofe of their t:hildren Jnd friends. 
The innocent children were brought and 
fcourgcd before the f~lce of f.hcir parents r 
cruelly fcourged before the ir parent!; 4', 

• After a rtay full enquiry, this durge was fOJlod 
Ie be htfJ:. 

E:1 
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They hound the fa.ther and the (OIl {ace 
to face, arm to arm, body to body, and 
in that !late, they whipt them with 
every refinement of cruelty; fo that every 
blow which efcapcd the father, thoulJ fall 

upon the fon, and every blow which efcaped 
the fon, 1hould fall upon the f:\ther; fo 
that where they dtd not wound the fenfe, 
they fhould wound and tear the fenfibilities 
of nature. This was not all. Virgins that 
were kept from the tight of fun, were 
dragged into the public court, which ihould 
be a rduge ag,linfl all oppreffion; and there in 
the prc1~nl'c of the Jay, their delicacies 

'C\'crc offended, and their virginity cruelly 
violated, by the bafeft and crueUdl: of man­
kind -. It did not end there. The wives of 
the men of the <:ountry only fuflered Ids by 
this, they 10ft their honour in the bottom 
of the, moil crud dungeon~. where they 
were confined t. Thc1e are wrongs to the 
people. wrongs to their manners, wrongs 
to their bodies. and the feelings of man­
kind; they were dragged out naked, in 

Not 1l fyUabieof'thi • .cl1VgO. was tr'Ile. 

'fh is charge, and tbe pat alfo, pro\'cd totatlYftifc. 
that 
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that fituation ~xpofed to pubHc view, and 
fcaurged before aU the people. 

My Lords, here is my authority·, (or 
otberwife you will not believe it credihle. 
My Lords, whatwill you fed when f telt yota 
that they put the nipples of the women into 
the clift notches of flu"I" blmboos. and 
tore them from thciT bodies t. They ap­
plied burning torches, and cruel flow fire. 
to their bodies. 

My Lords. I am afhamrd to open it" 
thefe infcrn:d fiends. in defiance of every 
thing divine and human, plungeJ torches 

.. The authority thu. (ltLoltd by Mr. Bur~('1 wu 
a tl'anfi.ltion of;\ (ompiailll tlLhtn:d to Mr. Pdtcr­
fon, 'ln,I by him tr:mfmitlc,d plif .I. It!: r':G:-i,'cd it, 
to the Board of R(.VCIIIlC. There ..... JS ;\11 art praltifcd 

by Mr. Burke in thi~ inJb'ICC', Qf whi(Q we hope 
fW othrr J1U1n II' .E.f1gldflJ is (lp.d.W, H 'HV could the 
Lord. or the auditor. h.m: fuppof,;J 11l.01f ,Iil Mr. 13urke>a 
autiJ,ri!y was an allegation I\o,t eUlluired into. 

t The horror which this atCuf~lion excited in 
Bengal .. induced the C,mmillioners to make the: lbCIft 
Itrict. enquiry into the truth of it, ar4 it. a~ 
~lut it .. as utterly IJDfound~ 
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into ~ JOlJrce ~f lifet· :M1~rcij"tru, 
excites feelings, tbat,. modefty,·which . .,lore 
diftinguithes man ' than even bis rational 
nature, ,bids us tum from the view of.an4 
leave it to tho(e infernal fiends to execut~ 
~ir' cruel and diabolical tortures~" wh~ 
'. ,m<xlefty of ~tu~ and the" anxieties 'oC 
~nti may not follow them.· Thefe art, 
Q1.lehies that arofe from the giving power 
,to {ucb a man as Deby Sing, and his in­
fernal villains. 

My Lords, I had forgot, I have itherc, 
the manner in which you may know the 
length, the breadth, and depth of there 
"horrible cruelties. They took thefe unfor­
tunate hufbandmen whom they had impri­
Coned. they whipt, them: I a(fure you, 
thefe details are not pleafant, but they are 
ufeful. There men were taken oftcn out of 
prifon. awoke from their fleep. and .the-fe 
tormentors watched for the moments when 

', 0',';' 

t Tbii~t'Scitedequalhortotlbtft_ the M-. 
left.quity, it wu prcmd to, -'fO,~'_de ...... 
l ... t1I.c fJuIletfoudatioa. ' 
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~t:lkes refuge from life in a .. ' jf, 
infaUi6i1ity : they were awoke to be whip.. 
pta-' again nextmoming, in winter ti ...... 
w.hen the country was quite dei\royedby 
froft; 'which to them is morc terrible than 
to us. They' were plunged into cold water, 
then led out into the villages, to fee if the, 
could ralfe any thing from tbe hands of the 
villagers. 

My Lords, the people of India are patience 
itfclf; Jheir patience is too criminal; but tlley 
bura at once into a wild and univerfal up­
roar and unarmed rebellion. from one end 
to another. The two province$ t broke 
out into general rebellion. The people fell, 

• Of this charge no fuadow of proof appean. Nor 
can I even nnd that ruth a charac ",as preferred CO 

Mr. Paretfoa, <or my other Uying. 

tTbis it Dot. true ~ The ~ ii, that lJ..,,,.,,' never broke oat,' ~,rebeU;OIl. That pro­
~ ••. pPl. re"t'elWe of£ 200,000 a year, aDd the baIIpcc 
fftlle>' ... ,..,' 01 Debr'Sini.'Ja{et was ftOt, cS, • 
.. ~W"Iooo--Tbc Jalam:aioa 1IroM. out 
.~ 

a. 
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a. molt commonly happom, on tho 
guilty., and murdered them; they dcftlmred 

e fubordinate infiruments of tytall0r; 
then followed Mr. Goodlad, who 
kill a patitnl 'Witnrfs of all there thiogs • 
To fay, no morc, he was a patient witrtefs 

f th( ~ bcllion. He immediately fent 
for 
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ror Britilh officers, ho oro JI d military • 
ccution; and you may my b lie ho 

foon 

" The tnnfa£lions in h c Jumb • !>ting wbolJyun • 
• coonel\r.d with the proceeding in Run , I hi c 
" followed the xample of the COltunHIion , in cooG. 
"- dering them {eparately. Their report it fo full, cleat', 
•• and decwve, that 1 tball contt:Dt myfet( with referrios 
" to that in fupport Of my ~ which it, that by 

Sma. CO far from being culpable in any int'bDcc 
Ie auep apiitft lilin, appears to bin beCD moden.te 

......... lot rent, ~e to the complaiDtI 

... ~ Mr. J.rkc '"" ,;, 



.. 
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foon regular troops got the better of unarmed 
defp' ir. They were conquered. vanquilhe~ 
and flaugh ered; and Mr. Goodlad ordered. 
that of there miferable people, two or three 
1110uld undergo the procefs of the law t and 
be publicly hanged up j and hanged up they 

ut, my Lord, tough the rebellion 
fccmed to be crufhed, the country was in 
that fituation that Mr. oodlad was 

If prefi rr d, and t have punHb d the perrons proyed 
~ to hate oppr m d the Ryots, OD their complaints. 1 
u am htlPh olJi t9 ,. 1fUJr1, tbaJ man, of tIN WlWjJ IJ«II­

" JllliofJS priftrrtJ agai'!ft hi", tlpp!Ol', U MW htJd no_~ 
, ,,~I T." 

(Signed) J. 80n • 



and it m d 
But there i 
Calcutta, that I 
aU the r t an 

d of it. 

( s ) 
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C!lufe of the infurrection, and they caA: about 
to nnd a man that was fit to be a good re­
prefenter of affairs, that fo the channel of all 
this ferocity and wickednefs fuould be con­
cealed. Accordingly, they found Qut a man of 
a tolerable free character, fuppofed to be a 
man of moderation, almofr to excefs; mild, 
quiet, totally unconnected with party, and 
of peac able charaa: r . They thought that 
jufr {uch a man as that, \Va c rattly the man 
for their purpofe; and they took it for 
granted, that from him they might expect 
an account in which f: ult fuould be left out 
on both fide , and buried in oblivion; and it 
fhould be remembered, that a retrofped: could 
E>nly tend to renew grievances. They chofe 
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'~their frock and goods.; I mean not t 

" enumerate them now; every day my 
It enquiries Cerve to confirm the fads; the 
" wonder would have been if they had not 
II revolted, feeing it was not a colled:ion of 
" the revenue, buta robbery with criminal pu­
.. ifhment, and every inftrurnent of difgrace; 
II and this extended to every individual.­
.. Th re is a period at which opprcffion will 
" be refilled. Conceive the utuation of the 
.. hufbandman. Every thing they had in 
., the world was dragged away; expofed 
., to ev ry xaggerated demand, and fold 
.. at fo low a price as not to anfwer that 
.. demand; fubjeCted to criminal punith-
'" ment. with the lofs of his women and 
" eft." 

You will a110 the full eirea of prejudice 
on thi fubj ct; th confequen of a 10Cs of 
the (l to thefe perfon I have ftated to your 
Lordiliips befor ; th Jo~ of the caLI re 

ounts to more than a compi te excommu­
. ation. outl ry. or attainder. iB this coun-
~; n or om that loft th . 

no I g the of their 



( ) 
d they can furvi only in the em tion 

of tb 10 eft d bar. ft of m kin. 
thre 
Rill 

not 
the 
i~n of th man 

trYJ whi I a not matt r of inquili-
ion, it m tter of public notoriety. 

There i n expr ffion of 0 e of tIt mCD 

that w nt into it, th t h P ffi d,tw lYe 
mile without dng a Ii ht, n ith. 
out finding m n of fire to dr C; his nece{. 

• Thi punifhmcnt inflilled, nJ.err properly, 
.~ 11 JIWl ca11cJ &flieo Do, bo had Qf hi 0 II 

authority il!l1' '11/1.1 h if Jh, tro " . 'I /-"1 tIN i". 
WiJantJ tJ DINt Jumla, 111 J/Ny rail] flfftr J. When 

ir Joim Shore gue hi opinion in N .ember I j81, 
..... thiI caufe, be~, Wit BaJaeo de.. 
'=ned tbc moft anplarJ pomi'hmcot fOr his coo­
daJa. 

{ary 
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fary food. All thefe hurtful calamities were 
the confequence of the government of Deby 
Sing j one would imagine that this drew up­
on him the feverity of the Governor;. that if 
ever there were any arbitrary power, it 
would be here exercifed: we mufr not be 
too hally in forming an opinion. 1~he re­
port of the ommiffion r might be fub­
Jetted to great miftak s ; Gunga Govind 
Sillg, when it cam before him, well played 
his part. On the firfr report, the comm~t­
tee were a little fiunned; they did not know 
what to do with it, but at lafr, after that, came 
down a full report, with evidence in the full 
b9dy of it t; as the Commiffioner was a man 
of bu[tnefs, and of feriou thinking, he 
made fuch a report, filled with fuch a body 

• TIlls allude t a minut of Sir John Shore, Which 
he p rented in til Coolmittee of Revenue, in whkh 
he e pre!f\; his doubt of th truth f the bfu, and 
ob(erve , that if they re of ruch a nature as MI". 

terfc n had {bted, proof mi ht be procured without 
any diffi ulty. 

t This il not th c fi -Mr. tenoa merely tnnf. 
Iftitted tbe compl ints as he rec:ci eel them, and was 

t r fponfible either for their truth or falft hOod. 

~ of 
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'l1Us is undoubtedly true I bat It not frOm 
.., cloUt of Mr. PatnfOG' ftn(ity, that Sir J 

bore ,.",w.I Ji-t "",/s or &be O"crtioat made '" 
'N.a;"· CIt."bo ddi creel the compWou to Mr. Paterfon. 

(} lVord 



( 42 , 

word is upon oath; they throw a doubt, • 
ihadow, upon them all. In ihort, Deby Sing 
appears, as your Lordfhips imagine he will 
appear, a very difficulty t a very flur in the 
way of their commiffion, and they fuppofe 
that Mr. Pacerfon has b en carried away by the 
warmth of his im gination; th t he ha af­
fumed what i not tobepro d: theyallowthat 
pr fuinptive roof: r p,ettr f1:rong ag inft 
Deby Sing. and Mr. Hafiings is of opinion, 
that th re is nothing here harged gainft 
hitn, of whi 1 he is not uilty. y Lords, 

• opinion "1-.) 
, f tiJIfitIl twiI'1, hi W ... 

J 
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liculties to your Lordihips, on account of my 
inability to proceed yefierday; but your Lord­
!hips' love of jul1ice has removed every ob­
firudion, and I therefore proceed with con­
fidence to the buuncfs now before your 
Lordfhips. I think. to the heft of my re .. 
membrance, the Houfe adjourned at the 
period of time in which I w. s endeavouring 
to illufirate th mifchiefs that happ ned 
from Mr. Hafting thr wing off his refpc;ln­
tibility. by {ele ting that power to a council. 
and in fact to B1 ck Men, and the confe­
quenc of it, in preventing th deteCtion and 
the punifh nt of the groffeft abufes that 
ever \ 'ere known to be ommitted in India. 
0,: jn any other p rt of the world. I flated 
~o Y04, that Mr. Commiffion r Pat rfon was 
i~nt into that ,ountry; that he \' as fent. wit~ 
~ll th authority of Gov rnment, with powers 
not only to h ar, to report, but to r drefs the 
grievance which h !h uld find· in 1hort, 
th re was nothin w n d to his power I but 
an hon 0: Court to report to. He reported 
tho~ hing \ -hieb I d ivered to you, and 
did very imp (fedly, v ry f: inti " and {horl­

Jr. ccordjng to my mat rials, ftate to you, 
that, 
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'Qnd ddires to be heard in this nominal Com. 
mit tee. This bufinefs has now taken a third 
{hape; firil, Mr. Paterfon is a Commiffioner_ 
to report; then he is to make good his charge; 
then he is accufed and ordered to anfwer the 
charges i this is the third metamorphofIs of 
Mr. Paterfon's fi tuat ion. In this fituation, 

hich is hat 1 will venture to fay never hap­
pened before in the annals of mankind, he as 
oroered to bring Deby Sing to prifon, that in~ 
famous character, that abandoned mortal, load-
d with crimes by the Committee themfel es. 

Deby ing was committed under guard, bu 
he was foon t ken from under that guard, 
and he fat ffelfor by the fIde of Mr. Pa­
t rCon. In fuch a fItuation all human con .. 
n· ncy would be {haken. and its manhood 
goo. To report the grievances of thofe that 
had n rich, but ere now undone by 
opprdfors, was invidious; the road of for­
tune was (y to Mr. Paterfon. I believe 
you are convin ed, that the Committee ould 

.not ere iv d a different report. as proof 
f briberyJ they would rather have received 

it s tending to {often conciliate thi dif. 
ficwt tt, and to fetll the order of 

Government, 
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t a ptoteCl:ot, when the people looked upon 
him as carrying with him the whole power 
of Government. 1 Ie was forced to go hack. 
to try whether among a miferable, ruined, 
undone, abject: people, he was to find any 
who had courage enough to frand to their 
former accufations; fuch treatment nO fer­
vant of Government ever received. The 
next ft p w s to appoint ano her ret of Com­
miffioners, to try the quefiion between him 
and Deby Sing, Who were thofe. g ntle-

men 

this proceeding is firUUy hfJ, fair, and IXJnDur4/J't; but 
vere j otherwHi, Mr. Hafrings \Vas ,ahjmt, and ignt>­

ronl of t1Jt'ry POI" oj it. Sir John Shore obferves, in 
1788, thllt every member of the ,Bengal Government, 
in 1783-4 had form d a d«iduJ cpi"iDn IIgni'!f/ D $y 
8;ng, and tha if £; und guilty~ ht h04 ", merry to exptR • 

.. Her ' Mr. Burke dares 1 i account of the com-
plain hi h WInd from Rungporc. We iII 

for , in v ry few . rd~, h:e ir fr tC of the 
tt flfa io celati 'c to that pro in e. 

In the y~ 1781. it John Shor and the Committee 
.of R.ev nue cone h: d that the GoVCl'DOlC:Ilt ought to 
t h'e about fe -euty til ufand ru es a rear from that 
J"'O in ,bcyoncl the not of the ~g tv: aDd 
t that :advuc d ~Dt by Sing agreed t it~ 

ina into0bllrtions no\ to impoll allY additioDal 
tuec 
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men appointed on the commiffion ret of 
Juniors . They 

• Tbe wee ~ appointed were I""" JU"'T 
fnritr. t. M,.. P4hr/", in Ihi fenic:t; and, ir John 
Shore wdl oWCned, ,.,/l1li_1, undertook the office 
lmP9fed apoIl t.bcm, aDd hic:.h it ot in their 

JO~ 
H 
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Mr. Paterfon, feeing the mind of th 
people broken, fubdued, and proirate under 
it, and that fo far from the means of reprc­
tenting his duty between the critninal an 
magifirate, he had not that of defending his 
own innocence, reprefented to rhefe Com­
miffioners, the junior fervants of the Com­
pany, that this appearance, and this immenre 
retinue, tending to ftrike terror into the minds 
of the natives, had prevent d him from e e­
tuting juftice. The Co neil* fat upon it, 
and they found it was true that it wou14 
have an evil tendency. On the other hand. 
~hey fay, for they are very tender, he 1hould 
appear und r a guard; therefore, they take 
a middle way, and they ordered them to UN­

SKllEW their bayonets, and to confider them 
~s tr.:,oops. The next fiep they took, s to 
r teafe Mr. Paterfon from all concern in 
theft tranfadion. One would have thought 
that it wa only right for Deby Sing to be 
eluded. 0, th re be {; t as a {overeign 
four years. They enjoyed the office, and 
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in ho ur. t gh 10 

6 pIe. 
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pIc. I charge him with putting a perfon 
called a Steward, or Dewan of the province, 
as a controu} on the Farmers General of it; 
fo that no controul fhould exift; and that he 
fhould be let loofe to rapine and d ftruction, 
for the two offic~s were both velled in him. It 
may be a{k.ed-Did Mr. Haftings order thefe 
cruelties l I anfwer, o. But if be had kept 
firm to the duty that the Ad: of Parliament 
had appointed,. all the revenue regulation 
muft have been made by him. But, inllead 
of that, pe appointed Gunga Govind Sing. 
and placed him in the feat of government. 
Mr. Haftings is refponfible fpr dellroying 
his own legal capacity; next for defiroying 
the legal capacity of the council..; not one 
of whom could have any knowledge pf the 
country ,*. When he had done that, and d 

detlroyed 

There is fomething fo very foreign from the aaual 
fall: in this ftatement, that we {hall offer a few remarks 

upon it. It bas happened that Sir John Shore arrived in 
England in time to depofe in Wdbninfter-HalI, that 
the appointment of the Committee of Revenues did IItII 

t nd to deprive the Supreme Council of all knowledge 
of revenue; and that it did not tend to throw power 

into the haDds of Mr. Hallin". The pubtk official 
accounts 
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ddbuyed aU er in the count • 

ry thing in his 
things he i an (1 

~ .. 
1771-9. ',93.15,6,8 
1779"80, 1,90,83,547 
1780-81, 1,80,oa.723 

J 7 1-2, 1.95.78.993 
178~-3, 119""5.)1/$ 
1783-4. 1,86,..), I 07 

So that this ~, fo ruined and audoae, bJ the 
daaDJc prOdacCd a net addition of • 3.89,3d Skca 

r"Upea 



< 56 j 
poBibly have conceal<:d from the public q.e 
ruch a6l:s as thcfe; th~ P.fOViDCi~ Cou,nc.i.b 
had removed, but • Hafting. dcftroycd. 
every charge. Having defiroyed every con­
troul, above and below, and delivered the 
whole country into the hands of Gunga 
Govind Sing. for all his- ads he is refpon­
fible. I have read to you, and I hope, and 
truft, it is frefh in your remembrance, that 
Deby Sing was prefentcd to Mr. Hafiings 
by un ovind Sing, namely, by that fet 
of Cervants, as they call themfelves, ho ad: 
s they themfe1v s tell us, and mofi naturally, 

as the tools of Govind Sing: and he is fur­
ther rcfponfible, becaufe he took the bfibe 
of Dinagepor , the country that was Ii V • 

.in his manner. e fuall pro he took 
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ithout attemptlnB to recondle 0 common (eo c 
tach ab{urdities and COfttrldiltions, it will be: (uji.:. 
• to oW'cnc, . t flO ,,,. .a of oppr oa ~ 

I 
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to . have been committed by Mr. Hatl:.ings, Ol' by 1'. 
John Shore, or by Gunga Goviod Sing, has been pnwJ; 
and, Jet the calculation be ·made in any poffible way, 
it will be found, tllat in the three years following the 
eftablilhment of the Committee of Revenue, the ~e. 

nues alb1ally netted confiderably mtJrt than the revenues 

iIdtId in the three laft years of the Provincial Couocu.. 

That Mr. Burke moft grorsly abufed the power 
{Megated to him by the boO: Parliament, i. unquejJiMtJII, 
trut. He confdfcu it, when he faid, that he ought iU 

to be e rl'fied, Iik Sbylock, if) cfll jt!ft fhf potmd if jleJh, 
lind no mere. To {hew the man's utter incolif!flmcy uj>Orl 
.II fUbjtEl/, 'We infert the following pa1fage trom ~ 
cc Appeal:" 

" What can found with ruch horrid difcordance in 
If the 111IH,11 tar, s this pofition, that a Delegate, with 
"limiteJ jKnI.Jtrl, may break: his engagement to hi$ 
" conO:ituenu, tJjJUtlJt an authority flewr co",mittttJ ..... 

" tD 1I11lT tbi,,&1 at hit plta/u,.t; and then, if he can per­
ce fuade II IlJt',t ",Imber of mm, td fialur him ;n flu }Mutr 

u IN h.s 'IforJltd, that he is abfolvcd in his own COD­

IC {; ience. and ought to {hnd a quitted in th eyes of 
"mankind. On this Ii heme, th maker of the ex­
"perilpeQt muft begin with a tkterminuI tnjur, 'rind 
u jIDint is (trIll;". He muft take his chance for the ex­
U pi tory addrdft. Thi i to make the fwaft of 
" flil.", the ftandard if ilflf«tna." 

It' ~ Mr. Barke as not a..fa1orw tlNgllll' but 
m,n of bonour nceda GIl ..,.. to keq> him to the 
.. of his 41.#. hal wdl defined the 

3 fwKlions 
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__ .. ~.~ U. 
dW tWc faDaions biaUelf. 

He appointed ",IN '" rd. J or th la4 HoWe 
or Commons. His dut tUft 
good (wtllill hi b , 
Tb gh t 

read by far t 
Mr. Burke 

He im fed upon . auditor. by Jbting the 
if the tiwh of them beyond all u Ilion, d. 

\ba con{i quendy, the ooly m net f r onfi~i 

beraiter ould be. whc: ncr 1r.ll ing ad Sir JOM 
Shore could bc: m J ,iffXl"jbl for th (alb . et Mr. 
Bur .,.,..., that tbe tr(llh r folfilmd of the falb 
fubjel\ 0( YCrf 100& and {olcmn enquiry, the mult Of 

hich as, as it jllu appeared, that the M. chirged 
hIre in thOr molt material part bete tbe 

dw8et were DOC ithout fOundation, it proved 
they bad been "try greatly aagcn.ted. 

THE END. 




