




















44 SIR CHARLES NAPIER. [cHaP.

owing to the murderous position.which kept us m fear of
being eut off from the bridge; but we were thus driven in
among our cavalry, and the French cavalry got up to the
95th, and made some prisoners.

“Now we formed in rear of the cayalry on the main road
and went down towards the bridge, firing the whole way.
On arriving there Brigade-Major Rowan called so the Rifles
and Portuguese Cazadores and part of the 48d to clfarge upa
hill and to retain it ; while I rode by order of Colonel Beck-
with to draw off the 52d Regiment, then nearly a mile up the
river on the right. The French were trying to pash between
them and us, and they would have done so had they been in
force enough and that Rowan’s charge had not checked them.
I had little hope of reaching the 52d alive, but escaped,
though a dragoon horse which I had caught and mounted was
shot in the leg just as I reached Barclay, and at the same
moment his cap was shot off. However, the 52d effected
their junction, passed the bridge, and took the right of cur
position beyond the river, down to the edge of which my
brother George’s company was pushed, and from thence kept
up a strong fire.  The 52d were followed over the bridge by
the 43d and 95th and Cazadores, covered by three companies
of the 43d, Dalzel’s, Lloyd’s, and my brother William’s ; and
then the French pushed down to the bridge, and a cannonade
commenced from both sides of the river. The bridge was
defended by the 43d and riflemen, with a long and murderous
skirmish, destructive as it was useless, by which many men
and officers lost their lives and many were wounded, amongst
the latter my brother William. Finally this ceased, and the
bloody business closed with as much honour for the officers
aud men as disgrace for Craufurd’s generalship. His errors
were conspicuous, and the most prominent shall be noticed
for my own teaching :—

: »“1st. He fought knowing he must retreat from an over-
whelming force, and having no object in fighting.

“2d. He occupied a position a mile in front of a bridge,
thus voluntarily imposing on himself the most difficult opera-
tion in war—viz. passing a defile in face of a superior enemy





















1m.] PENINSULA. 51

During the winter of 1810-11 the British army had
been resting sccurely in theglines of Torres Vedras ; ; bt in
March 1811, Massena, having exhausted his means of sub-
sistence, retreated, says Sir W. Napier, ¢ with a skill which
balanced the errors of ‘hjs advance, justifying Napeleon’s
remark that it was only in danger and difficulty he became
a General. « On that retreat, day after day, Ney—the in-
domitable Ney—offered battle with the rear-guard, and a
stream of fire ran along the wasted. valleys of Portugal
from the Tagus to the Moundego, from the Mondego to the
Coa. Combat followed combat, the Jight Division led in
pursuit, and Charles Napier, with his wound still bandaged,
rode above 90 miles on one horse, and in one course, to
reach the army” His journal for 12th and 13th March
contains the record of this ride:.“Rode all night, and
having made 92 miles, reached the army between Redinha
and Condeixa. This distance was done with only three
hours’ halt at Tom Napier's quarters, who gave me a
positively bad, but comparatively good dinner. My poor
horse had 2 lbs. of Indian corn, on which he performed
this severe jouwrney in twenty-two hours, including the
three hours’ halt!” On the 14th he advanced with his
regiment, and hearing the sound of the Light Division’s
combats in front, he had * hourly to ask,” says Sir William,
“if his brothers were living. Thus advancing he met a
litter of branches, borne by soldiers and covered with a
blanket. ¢What wounded officer is that? ¢Captain
Napier of the 52d —a broken limb.” Another litter fol-
lowed. ¢Who is that?’ ¢Captain Napier, 43d—mortally
wounded ;’ it was thought so then. Charles Napier looked
at them and passed on to the fight in front.”

+ Massena retreated through a eountry which was already
eaten up by his troops, and in consequence both pursued
and pursuers were threatened with starvation. I make






























m] AMERICA. 61

which have:been- always by moonlight. Numbers of boats
filled with armed men gfjding in silence over the smooth
water, arms glittering in the moonshine, oars just breaking
the stillness of night, the dark shade of the woods we are
pushing for, combining with expectation of danger to affect
the mind. Suddenly ¢ Cast off’ is heard, and the rapid dash
of gars begins, with the quick ¢ Hurrah! hurrah! hurrah !’ as
the sailofs pull to shore. Then the soldiers rush into and
through the water. We have generally had two or three
miles to row, the boats tied together and moving slowly ; but
when in reach of shot every boat casts loose and they pull
furiously with shouts—the 102d excepted, which no shouting
hath! T forbid all noise until they can rush on the enemy ;
then they have leave to give a deudly screech, and away !
away!”

In August he was aetached with Admiral Cockburn to
the coast of North Carolina; hut he was not allowed to
have his own way, and the expedition was as fruitless
as the rest. It provoked some bitter reflections in his
journal on divided command: “I have seen enough to
refuse a joint command if ever offered to me. It is certain
disgrace and failure from the nature of things: the two
services are incompatible. . . . A General in a blue coat,
or an Admiral in a red one, is mischief.” He was
heartily glad when he was able to cxchange back into
the 50th. He received a sword of honour from the
officers of the 102d, and sailed for England in September
1813.

The war in America had been a painful and inglori-
ous experience. “It is quite shocking,” he writes, “to
have men who speak our own language brought in
wounded ; one feels as if they were English peasants, and
that we are killing our own people.” And again, “ There
are numbers of officers, of the navy in particular, whose
families are American, and their fathers in one or two




































] STUDIES. 73

1f defeated Alexandercould have gotten into the mountains,
and by his right have reached the previously-conquered
countries, or Greece by a detour; for his left being wgak
would have been first beaten, and its retreat have been pro-
tected by his right. Mad he taken a different course his
right would have first retired, and hiss whole army bten
thrown back on the sea, or into the plains of Mesopotamia,
where it would have been destroyed. Victorious, he equally.
gained by this disposition ; for he, as actually happened, threw
the Persian army on to the sea and destroyed the greater part.
Having won the battle, ke marched along the coast of Pheeni-
cia, gaining many ports and ships ; then he took Egypt ; and,
thus getting the whole coast, formed a large fleet and cut
Darius off from the Persian party in Greece, which, under
Demosthenes and others, had been hitherbo very dangerous ;
and it had been the able Memnon’s plan to invade Macedonia.

“Few things more strongly mark Alexarder’s vast designs
and genius than the way he treated the people of the con-
quered districts, always making them his warm friends.
Pausanias says he never erected trophies, though usual then.
The only difference to the conquered was that they changed
an old king who made them pay heavy tribute and never saw
them for a young one who was among them and exacted
much less in tribute. He gave them great commands, and
he was liberal, bul withal very economical and anxious to
prevent all expense that was not useful and just; very gener-
cus but not extravagant:

“Having secured his rear and all the sea communications
with Greece, he pressed forward into the heart of Darius*
empire, and beat him at Arbela by attacking, as usual, with
his own force concentrated. Being much outnumbered he
displayed two equal lines, so as to be able to form squares in
case the Persians surrounded him ; and with this formation
first bore down on their centre, but so obliquely towards his
own right as to compel them to make a flank movement to
prevent his gaining their flank, and at that moment attacked
them. The battle was well contested, but he won it. His
wotive for obliqueing when moving against them was, seem-










































L] JONIAN ISLES AND GREECE. 87

high, said, ¢ If I cdn reach and cut off that thistle’s head with
my whip 1 shall command the Greek army some day; if
not, my fate is to jog on my own sad worm-like life.’
Striking at it then, and staggering my horse in the attompt,
for it was far off, T cut it clean down, and from that hour
have remained confident of going to Grecce and succeeding.
How Wak is human nature! Why should this fecling
influence my mind? Yet it has irresistibly done so.” How
far this most strange appeal to Chance was answered will
shortly appear. Meanwhile he did not neglect less mysteri-
ous methods of preparing himself for the command which
he felt to be his destiny, for in thbe spring of 1821 he
obtained leave to travel in Grecce. Making straight for
Corinth he studied the military advantages of the isthmus
with the enthusiasm of % genuine artist.

“ Corinth, 29th April.—The isthmus is easy to defend. A
steep ridge rung from the Acrocorinthus towards Cenchres ;
this ridge, the Acro itself, and some works between the latter
and the sea, would present a position hardly to be forced. . . .

“1st March.—Rode along the ruins of the ancient walls,
and traced the cut madc by Casar, which is one-fourth of the
way, and may be carried the whole length without difficulty.
How it could be made to answer as & commercial communi-
cation I will not decide ; but have little doubt of the utility
in that way : in a military view it would present an immense
ditch, which would be impassable. The rock in the hardest
part seems of a rotten kind, generally a soft sandstone, and
in some places shelly. TFollowing the bend of a natural ravine
would diminish the labour, and in one part the canal would
be commanded by Mount Geranion ; yet that part of the
Mount admits of being strongly fortified as an advanced
work, and would therefore strengthen the line. . . . A second
line of great strength might be made by works either de-
tached or connected from the north of Cenchrex towards
Hexamila, and north of if, turniug down to the sea; these
beights are strong,,and in one or two places fortifications
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illustration: sixty-five peasants perjured themselves in
one day, to take the life of a prisoner, innocent, but be-
longing to another faction.”

Napier’s tenure of his new qffice was probably the
happ;psc period of his whole life. Endowed with absolute
power over a people possessed of rare natural gifts, bodily
and mental, and living in a land that would anffly repay
any labour expended on it, he could look nowher: without
seeing the pressing need for reforms—-political, social, and
commercial ; lawless habits, corrupt justice, zbominable
prisons, agriculture in primitive rudeness, inland traffic
unthought of, commerce and fisheries languishing uncared
for. The people were indolent, ignorant, and oppressed
by their feudal lords, who were, without exception, bitterly
opposed to any step in the directidn of reform or improve-
ment, which they recognised, truly enough, as so many
nails in the coffin of privilege. Until the civil courts
could be reorganised the population of Cephalonia, 60,000
people, was placed under martial law, so that the Resi-
dent had five or six civil suits a day to attend to, besides
all the financial, criminal, and military business of the
island. The margin of time and cnergy that remained for
reforms would, in the case of an ordinary man, have heen
small. “My predecessor,” he writes to his mother, “is
going home half dead from the labour; but to me it is
health, spirit, everything! 1 live for some use now.” At
the end of a month he is able to tell her that, besides
having his government well in hand, a new lazzaretto is
nearly finished and new quays are begun. “Now tell me
all your goings on, dearest mother ; every moment left nie
for thinking of you is so applied, and with regret that my
otherwise pleasant life is passed far from yow” Another
month saw the civil courts established and martial law
gladly put aside, and a great road begun across the range








