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The faults of such a character are not hard to discover;
they arise, to a great extent, from a certain excess of those
very qualities which excite our admiration. It is far harder
to appreciate the unwearying watchfulness with which the
temptations of that eager, masterful spirit were met, or the

:@¥pth of the contiction that every act was done under the
eye of God. When warring with the predatory tribes of
Scinde, he says, “ As if some outward power moved events,
all my minutest projects have come, to pass. Errors,
neglect, and sound calculation—all have turnea out right in
the end! Can I, theg, feel proud of my ability? No! It
is a power unseen, though to me evident, that has guided
me!” His was a faith that had no need of dogmatic
theology ; always a “swallower of formulas,” he had the
greatest aversion to what he considered the pretensions of
the priesthood. “When men become their own priests,
and have death before their eyes, they will take the rigat
road without promptings. When men allow priests to
think for them, they pursue their own interests, loaving
their souls to the priests. Men now daily find they must
think for themselves, and are becoming really religious, and
casting dogmas to old women of both sexes; in time they
will act rightly in the eyes of God, and then Christ will
rule the world.” The essence of Christianity to him was
the life of Christ. “ Whatever may be the arguments of
gome who question His divinity, one thing they cannot
deny—that He was the most perfect character the world
ever saw before or since, and His teachings from the Mount
are sufficient guidance to any man.” His journals contain
many passages in the same strain, generally accompanied
by passionate lofigings for the life beyond the grave, where
he would again find all he had loved. “This is the twelfth
anniversary (April 1847) of my marriage with my present
wife, who is all goodness and virtue. God spare her to me
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wait for orders, as Pollock and Nott have done, letting the
enemy gather moral and physical strength, while both run
from us in streams.”

At the outset he had®to contend with an evil which in
after years he did much to remedy. “I%cing determined
to cut down the baggage of the Indian army I must begin
with myself ; it will be a job, but shall be done if I live; a
trencher more or less in my train seems a trifle, but the
source of the Indus is but a stream melting from a handful
of snow! Unless a man be right himself his house is not
built on a rock, and cannot stand ; the words of Christ are
true even in our unrighteous calling.”

But baggage was not the only difficulty. “What a

#government, what a system! 1 go to command in Scinde
with no orders! no instmictions ! no precisc line of policy
given! How many men are in Scinde? How many soldiers
to command? No one knows! 1 am, if sharp enough, to
find that out when there! They tell me I must form and
model the staff of the army altogether! This is easy to do;
but is it in 7842 that the Indian staff should be modelled ?
our empire being nearly oue hundred years old and existing
by military force! That I must act for myself is clear, or
rather by my own lights in their interest, for they know
nothing. Feeling myself but an apprentice in Indian
matters, I yet look in vain for a muster.” However, pre-
parations were made with his usual alacrity, and on
3d September he set sail from Bombay, noting the date
with a half-superstitious satisfaction.

“3d Sept.—Off in three hours, and this is old Oliver’s
day—the day he won Dunbar and Worcestér, and the day he
died ; and a very good day to die on, as good as the second
or the fourth!" “A crowning victory. Strange! Why are
we superstitious? Why is there a devil? It puzzles man,
and =o he is superstitious.”
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Ameers against the Sikhs, and to suggest the introduction
of a British forco into Scinde. This proposal, which was
quite uncalled for, was subsequently embodied in a modified
form in the treaty of 1838, whereby England undertook to
mediate between Scinde and the Sikhs, on condition of the
Ameers receiving a political agent at Hyderabad, with an
escort of British troops, of such a number s the British
Government should deem suitable—the troops to be paid
by the Ameers.

The desired footing in Scinde having been obtained,
Lord Auckland was free to exccute his measures for check-
mating the Russizn invasion of Indi:  How was this to be
done? “Surely,” says Sir W. Napier, who accurately
expresses Sir Charles’s thoughts on the subject—* surely
by cultivating the goodwill of the high-spirited Afghans,
the wild Toorkmans, the’keen-witted Persians. To speak
to their self-interest by commerce and by presents, to their
sagacity by missions, and to trust their instinets of self-
preservation for the rest.” lord Auckland thought other-
wise. He resolved to invade a nation which at that time
bore us no ill-will ; and further, to injure that nation in the
most offensive manner by sctting up an unworthy puppet
in the place of the vigorous, popular, and not unfriendly
Dhost Mohammed. We have not here to tell again the
shameful story of the first Afghan War, but only to point
out how it affected our relations with the Amecers of
Scinde, Lord Auckland, who does not seem to have been
much troubled by military considerations, became a party
to a triple treaty with Shah Sooja and the Maharajah,
whereby the latter aceepted English mediation in his
quarrel with Seinde, while Shah Sooja Pelinquished his
rights as suzerain over that country on condition of
receiving arrears of tribute. The object of this treaty was
to secure a line of operations against Afghanistan through
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—a large; fat man, not Handsome, jjet not ill-locking. . . . They
would all try on my spectacles, Were puzzled by them, and
repeatedly asked if T was very h%ppy and very comfortable,
In return my interpreter continually asked if they were very
happy and very comfortable. Thjs was the more incumbent
on me, as hgxing just written a billet-doux to them which
could by nofmeans add to their comfort or happiness ; it was
to request they would not break treaty by levying tolls on
the river, and hinted that if they did so my next visit would
be less welcome.” ‘

He was off again the next day on his way to Sukkur.
The sight of the rich'banks of the Indus, as he sailed past
them, filled him with a longing to set to work, as in the old
Cephalonian days, to turn the wilderness into a garden.

“What immense produce might burthen this runnivng sea!
. Civilisation would-soon bridle this mad river. The Dutch
control the Tude northern seas, and a few dams run obliguely
down the stream would restrain’the vagaries of the Indus,
Would that Sehwan were mine ; quickly it should defy the
river, and have quays and agriculture for 20 miles around,
while vast canals should . carry the waters through the
land. Science would play with the Indus; but it cannot be
controlled by misery, poverty, ignorance, and a tyranny cal-
culated to destroy the earth and man.”

At Sukkur his political work began. The excitement
among the Ameers created by our late reverses was at its
height, and the position of General-England’s force, retreat-
ing on the Indus through the Bolan Pass with most of
General Nott’s incumbrances, made the situation a critical
one. In the middle of September Napier writes: “My
position here fs very ticklish, but danger from war none.
My difficulty ‘will be to act with judgment as chief pohtxca.l
agent. I believe Lord Ellenborough’s intentions are. just
and honourable,—I know my own are,—but hell is ‘paved
with good intentions, and both of us may have difficultiés
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what has been stated. § The Ameers say they did not under-
stand Article XI. to prphibis the tolls on their own subjects.
This may be, dnd I wolld willingly, if possible, sappose they
really did conceive the®reaty guve them tolls on their own
subjects ; but they have attemptod to levy on the boats of
Bhawulpoor, which the treaty assuredly (ﬁs not give a right
to do; and they have fired into the boals of ,Bhawulpoor
merchants.

“The second point Major Outram has drawn my attention
to is a very strong one. He tells me the tribes on the river,
above ‘that. part possessed by the Ameers, do levy tolls, and
that there is no treaty or public document forthcoming in
virtue of which we can call on tife Ameers, even of Upper
Scinde, not to levy tolls on their own subjects. Tt is evident,
therefore, that to call upon the Ameers of Hyderabad not to
levy tolls, and to allow the tribes above to do so, would be
unjost—that is to say, & would be unjust to allow the others
to levy tolls, but not unjust to prevent the Ameers.”

Lord Ellenborough sent back the draft of a new treaty,
based on the report, but required the very strietest proof of
Nusseer Khan’s letter to Beebruck Bhoogtee inviting him
to arm against the British, and of Roostum’s letter to the
Sikh Mabharajah. This despatch was preceded by instruc-
tions to Napier to effect a sweeping reform in his political
staff just when he was most in want of it. “If I have not
been worked, no matter. Lord E. first sent for my views
on our position in Seinde. Why, I have hardly been in
Scinde! However, by labour, my letter of the 17th, finished
on the 27th, went, and rest was really required after read-
ing quires of written paper. Well, my letter had just gone,
when down comes Lord Elienborough’s order to abolish, at
one slap, the whole of the political agency! One hundred and
fifty people in this house aivne turned out, without warning
or thanks! Arnd Outram, who has worked like a horse, at
the head of them!” Rest, however, was not to be thought

























































































