








256 SIR CHARLES NAFIER, [oray.

the_saddle 1s arranged with a small camel-hair saddle-bag
(procurable everywhcre in Eastern countries) for carrying
food, and over it is laid the rider's quilt or blanket. The
greatcoats when not worn were, 1 think, laid across the
hump, Then a flat leathern water-hottle is hooked tb the hind
part of the saddle, while the ‘massallah’ (balls of pounded
spice, ete.), by which the camel is sustained on long ‘ daurs’
(forays) or journeys, is carried in the same manner in fropt.
The pace is an easy shuflle, not at all tiring to the rider.

“The method of fighting is very simple.  When the enemy
is found, the commander selects the ground where the camels
‘are to remain with the reserve during the action, sheltered
“from fire, yet chosen with a view to defence, and if in the
vicinity of water, so as to command it. The corps then forms
a square from column, or, if more convenient, from column of
route, the camels facing outwards in single rank. The order
is then given to dismount, when the camels sit down, and
the drivers secure the thong of the nose-stud round the camel’s
knee, so that the animal cannot rise. The infantry soldiers,
having in the meantime dismounted, form in quarter column
of companies on their coverers within the square, when the
commander makes his dispositions for fighting. Two or three
of the camels are then made to rise to create an interval for the
companies to pass out, when the living fort is reformed, the six-
wans taking post behind their respective camels, with carbines
unshung. No cavalry will charge such an obstacle. Horses
recoil from seated camels. It is on record that in the early
part of this century our cavalry, when in pursuit of a band of
marauding Jutts, were repulsed on the Runn of Cutéh in
their attack on this formation. It should be borne in mind
that neither baggage nor commissariat supplies accompanies
a camel corps on its ‘danwr”  The principle of the corps s to
cast itself loose and act on its own resgurces; and if the
expedition should extend beyond ordinaf’y limits—-say 300
miles—or over. three days, special arrangements must be
planned for feeding both men and camels.”

The Scinde camel corps was capable of marching 80 or
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not tell him it was full of cursed bugs also, but dare say he
knows that well enough, and Hardinge will soon find it,
out.”

The thanks of Parliament for the success of the military
operations in Scinde were not voted until 12th February
1844—that is to say, within a few days of a year after the
battle of Meeanee. But Napier, had not been entirely
without consolation for this tardiness. He was personally
entirely satisfied by the praise of the great Duke. ¢The

. Duke of Wellington has written me a note in his own hand,
.using this expression, ¢ The two glorious battles of Meeanee
and Hyderabad.’ This is enough. He and my brother
William think well of my work, and I care for no other
opinions. . . . To be thanked or reprimanded by Parlia-
ment is nothing to me—the thanks of Joe Hume, par
exvemiple, after his Greek loan. 1 want no thanks from the
place-hunters who infest St. Stephen’s. 1 care indeed for
Peel, and the Duke of Wellington, and Roebuck, and half
a dozen fellows having either ability or conscience, but not
for the mass congregated there.” Still he felt the delay
keenly as a slight upon his reputation, and still more fer
the sake of his soldiers, who had received no recognition ot
their heroic courage and endurance. Whan at last the
speéchos reached him he could not help giving vent to his
exultation at the praises showered o him by his revered
leader and by Sir Robert Peel.  “Now I ought to die,” he
exclaims, “and have the Duke’s speech graven on my
tomb.” The Duke gave an admirable summary of the
military operations, and a general estimate of Napier’s
abilities, which, coming from a man of such ahsolute
sincerity, was ‘enough to justify Napier's remark that the
Duke’s speech alone put him at the top of the tree. The
Duke said, “My Lords, I must say that, after giving the
fullest consideration to these operations, I have never
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courage of the sepoys was conspicuous. Fitzgerald and Tait
hdve been in bed ever since from fatigue, chagrin and fear of
my feproaching them, which I ought to do, but the will and
the courage were so good I cannot bring myself to be very
angry ; yet the death of the ten gallant men grieves me
deeply.”

Napier at first thought of going north in person, but
restrained himself, for he would not appear in arms unless
to strike a heavy blow, and that could not be done till the
next cool season. In order to keep Beja occupied during
the hot weather he accepted the services of Wullee
Chandiah, the old chief whom he had restored to liberty, and
who now came forward to prove his gratitude by declaring
war against his benefactor’s enemies. No further disturb-
ance occurred until June 1844, when Beja Khan again
swooped down and surprised a4 party of grasscutters and
their escort; 200 men were killed and 50 wounded.
Owing to the presence of soldiers the occurrence was
magnified into a victory, and the fame of it spread to
Candahar. The officer commanding the detachment which
furnished the escort subsequently attacked and defeated
another hand of robbers, but as nothing further could be
done owing to the heat, the General had to vontent himsel§
for the time with issuing a severe order on the subject of
discipline on the frontier :—

“'The Major-General desires that the European officers of
the irregular cavalry shall never quit their saddles, day or
night, when a detachment is out of their cantonment. The
European officer who commands at an outpost must be eter-
nally on his horse, with his sword in his hand ; he should eat,
drink, and slecp in his saddle. An outpost officer has no right
to comfort or rest except when all is safe ; and that can never
be in the presence of such an active enemy as these mountain
robber tribes are in every country where they exist, It is
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ground of any man heing a robher, but that he does not obey
thé orders issued by me.”

In these durbars he often felt profoundly his igncrance
of the native language, but no doubt his vigorous gestures
and flashing eyes did much to make up for that deficiency.
On one oceasion he says, “1 took fire in excelient style ;
Kean never acted better, and tke scene was perfect. I
swore to hury myself and my army in Scinde, or destroy
slavery ; T made my interpreter roar aloud that the Quecn
was the Futher of all the poor ; that every person shonld be
as free as I was myself ; and having thus laid down the law
in a way that no man there liked to dispute—lo! the per-
fect freedom of Scinde I went off in a eulogy on old
Waullee Chandial’s high character, faith to Government,
and ended by giving him Nowbut Khan’s sword, which, by
the way, I wished to keep myself, but thought it too like
thieving.” '

By the middle of December he had reached Sukkur,
having meditated and seen enough to convince him that
war with the hill trihes was inevitable. The march through
the country had helped him in many respects. 1t had given
a new impulse to the loyalty of the population. “The
people here come from afar and squat down 50 yards frcin
my tent, to see their ‘king.’” The Jame of his progress,
too, had spread far into the west.

“In my camp now there is a prince, ambassador from
Khiva, who has with great danger effected his journey. He
assures me that the King of Ourgan, or Khiva, hates Russia
and the Khan of Herat ; and, if we will march against Herat
and Bokhara, he will work them from the west, and my suc-
cess is certafn! And if I will attack Cabul, he will, at the
word, be at the Afglans. To confirm his goodwill he gave me
presents, which I accepted, made a return from our gift dépét,
and sold his by auction, whichk put ten rupees profit into the
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Company’s purse. Well, Khiva was too late. Au ambassador
from Yar Mahomed of Herat had got here first, and gave®
me a fine horse--good beast! he is close to my tent asking
for a biscuit ; I bought him, however, at auction. This
ambassador was accredited for the Bombay Government, but
on reaching Scinde, heard that I was the man to bribe, . . .
The greatest honour for them is to show our strength and
discipline, our rapid firigg, our artillery. I sent a troop of
horse artillery full gallop up a rocky height for this man; it
delighted him, and he will tell such Eastern lies as will do
good all over Asia.”

Meanwkhile the constant strain of body and mind was
again telling on his diminished sirength. Marching, re-
dressing grievances, meditating on the coming campaign all
day, and writing the greater part of the night, he was
wearing himself out. He had started, fecling “as strong
as Red Rover,” his pet charger; but in ten days fever was
upon him again. “I feel very unwell,” he writes, “and
know not what ails me; my spirits flag in an unwonted
manner ; perhaps my end is near.” Bad spirits gave a
gloomy turn to the superstitious feelings which were so
habitual with him. “Things do not please me; strange
events occur of a dark naturc; men reccive warnings. I
went back to py home the 12th of November, when one
march from Kurachee, at the beginning of this journey;
my horse fell, and how I escaped is strange, for he rolled
over me. I uever quitted the saddle, and one foot was fast
in the stirrup, yet I got free, because my boot came off.
Red Rover stood still, but he, my favourite horse, fell!
Again, I went to see the Sir Charles Nupier steamer, I fell
down the hold, and that from the cabin, where I thought I
was safe! These things affect me. Am I tq fail, or fall,
in the raid against the robbers? If to fall, well, of that I
am not afraid ; but am I to fail?”

If he had faiied, it would certainly not have been from
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apinions. I do not form them on light grounds, so to-night
Jatk marghes, resolved to do all he can to mucceed : it will
give him the habit of command in a night march.

“ 318t January.—Jack has come back : he saw no robbers,
but has brought in 2000%head of cattle, which is as good—it
starves them. This proves that there were lurking bands
behind us, and that all their cattle could not have been carxied
off. We have now taken 6000 cattle, and a vast quantity of
grain: 1 am a good robber at all events.”

Meanwhile Captain M‘Murdo was sent with some cavalry
and two guns to find Simpson. The latter had exactly exe-
cuted his instructions, and was at Deyrah, whick was unde- -
fended. MMurdo thercfore returned; Salter’s cavalry
were charged with the communication between Simpson
and headquarters, while, in the rear, the pass of Lallee
and the way to Shahpoor were entrusted to Smallpage and
his mounted police. Things were now in order for another
advance ; but the curious behaviour of the enemy was
increasing the despondency with which the ultimate success
of the expedition was viewed in camp. It was bad enough
to know that many of the officers did not conceal their
belief that Beja could not be caught ; but on 1st February
despondency took a disagreeably practical turn. “The
rascally camel-men, to the tune of 500, have refused to
bring up provisions past Shahpoor, and I am fairly put to
my trumps.  Well, exertion must augment : I will use the
camel-corps, and dismount half the cavalry if need be; I
will eat Red Rover sooner than flinch before these robber
tribes : my people murmur, but they only make my feet go
deeper into the ground.” In spite of the bold front he
showed to this unlooked-for misfortune he was fully con-
scious of its gravity. The chief dangers to be apprehended
were :(—* 1. Checking my rapidity of operations, for which
all my previous preparations had been made. 2. This check








