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aftcer, he has found himfelf folac'd with a Re-
lation of fo many furprizing Succefles of her
Majefty’s Arms, under the Earl of Pezer-
borow ; Succefles that have lay’d before our
Eyes Prqinces and Kingdoms reduc'd, and
Towns a ortrefles taken and reliev'd ;
where we have feen a continu’d Series of
happy Events, the Fruits of Condu& and
Vigilance ; and Caution and Forefight pre-
venting Dangers that were held, at firft
View, certain and unfurmountable: To
change this glorious Landskip, I fay, for
Scenes every way different, cven while our
Troops were as numcrous as the Enemy,
and better provided, yet always baflled and
beaten, and flying before the Enemy, til
fatally ruin'd in the Battle of 4/manza :
How mortifying muft this be to any Lover
of his Country! But I proceed tb my Me-
moirs,

ALICANT is aTown of thg greateft
Trade of any in the Kingdom of Palencia,
having a ftrong Caftle, being fituated on a
high Hill, which commands both Town
and Harbour. In this Place I refided a
whole Year; but it was foon after my firft
Arrival, that Major Collier (who was fhot
in the Back at Baircelona, as 1 have related
in the Siege of that Place) hearing of me,
fought me out at my Quarters; and, after
a particular Enquiry into the Succefs of that
difficult T'ask that he left me upon, and my

anfwering
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anfwering all his Queftions to fatisfaction
(all which he receiv’d with evident Plea-
fure) he threw down a Purfe of Piftoles
upon the Table ; which I refufing, he told
me, in a moft handfome Mgnncr, his Friend-
fhip was not to be preferv'd byt 'y my ac-
cepting it.

Arter Ihad made fome very neceffary
Repairs, I purfu'd the Orders I had receiv’d
from the Earl of Peterborow, to go upon
the erecting a new Battery between the
Caftle and the Town. This was a Task
attended with Difficulties, neither few in
Number, nor fmall in Confequence ; for it
was to be raisd upon a great Declivity,
which muft render the Work both laberious
and precarious. However, 1 had the good
Fortune to effe¢t it much focner thar was
expected ; and it was call'd Gorge's Battery,
from the Name of the Governor then com-
manding’; who, out of an uncommon Pro-
fofion of Generofity, wetted that Piece of
Goffiping with a diftinguithing Bowl of
Punch. Brigadier Bougard, when he faw
this Work fome time after, was pleas’d to
honour it with a f{ingular Admiration and
Approbation, for its Compleatnefs, not-
withftanding its Difficulties.

Turs Work, and the Siege of Carta-
gena, then in our Pofleflion, by the Duke
of Berwick, brought the Lord Galra
down to this Place. Cartagena is cif ‘fo

ittle
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little Diflance from 4Zicant, that we could
eafily hear the Cannon playing againft, and
from it, in our Caftle, where 1 then was.
And I regember my Lord Galway, on the
fourth Dayg Of the Siege, fending to know
if I could make any ufeful Obfervations, as
to the Succefs of it ; I return’d, thatl was
of Opinion the Town was furrender’d, from
the fudden Ceffation of the Cannon, which,
by our News next Day from the Place,
prov'd to be fa&t. Cartagena is a fmall Sea-
Port Town in Murcia ; but has fo good an
Harbour, that when the famous Admiral
Doria was ask’d, which were the, three
bett Havens i the Mediterranean, he
readily return’d, Fune, Fuly, and Carta-
enct.

5 Uprox the Surrender of this Place, a De-
tachment of Foot was fent by the Governor,
with fome Dragoons, to E/fha ; put it be-
ing a Place of very little Strength they were
foon made Prifoners of War,

‘Tue Siege of Cartagena being over, the
Lord Galway return’d to his Camp ; and
* the Lord Dauncannon dying in Alicant! the
firft Guns that were fird from Gorge's Bat-
tery, were the Minute-Guns for his Fune-
ral. His Regiment had been given to the
Lord Mentandre, who loft it before he had

offeflion, by an A&ion as odd as it was
fcandalous.

THAT
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his Btagoons, cutting and flafhing at fuch
a violent Rate, that he foon difperfed the
whole Regiment, leaving many dead and
wounded upon the Spot. The three Co-
lours wer taken; and the gallant Lieu-
tenant- Colonel taken out of his Chaife, and
carried away Prifoner with many othegs;
only one Officer who was an Enfign, and fo
bold as to do his Duty, was kill'd.

T u E Lieutenant who commanded the
Granadiers, received the Alarm time enough
to draw his Men into 2 Houfe in their way ;
where he bravely defended himfelf for a
long Time ; but being killed, the reft imme-
diately furrender’d. The Account of this
A&ion 1 had from the Commander of the
Enemy’s Party himfelf, fome Time after,
while I was a Prifoner. And Captain Ma-
boni, who was prefent when the News
was brought, that a few Spani/h Dragoons
had defeated an Euglifh Regimert, which
was this under Bazeman, protefted to me,
that the Duke of Berwick turn’'d pale at
the Relation; and when they offer'd to
bring the Colours before him, he would
fiot {o much as fee them. A little before
the Duke went to Supper, Bateman him-
felff was brought to him, but the Duke
turg'd away from him without any further
Ngtice than coldly faying, that be rbonght

% was very firangely taken. The Wags of
e Army made a thorough jeft of him, ?ng
al
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wobld find out the Lord Gakeay, and force
him to Fight; ‘where-ever they fornd him.
Lor o Galieay, who at this Time lay Bartte of

before Villerig, receiving this Intelligence Almanza.
from thot well inftru&ed Deferters, im-
mediately rdis’d the Siege;” with a Refolu-
tion, by a hafty March, to force *the E-
nemy to Battle, béfore the Duke of Or/eans
fhould be able to'join the Duke of Berwick.
To effeét this, after a hard March of three
long Spaniflh Leagues in the heat of the Day;
heappears a little after Noon in the face of
the Enemy with his fatiegu’d Forces. Glad
and rejoyc’'d at the Sight, for he found his
Plot had taken; Berwick, the better to
receive him, draws up his Army in a half
Moon, placing at a pretty good Advance
three Regiments to make up the Centre,
with exprefs Order , neverthelefs, to re-
treat at the very firft Charge. All which
was punctually obferv'd, and had #s defired
Eficét : For the three Regiments, at the
firft Attack gave way, and feemingly fled
towards their Camp ; the Englifh, after their
cuftomary Manner, purfuing them with
Shouts and Hollowings. As foon as the
Duke of Perwick perceiv’d his Trap had
, he ordet’d"his right and left Wings
to qlofe ; by which Means, he at once cut
om the reft of their Army all thofe who
d fo eagerly purfu'd the imaginary Rung-
ays. In fhort, the Rout was total, and

P the
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Hemvas a Roman Catholick, and very muefi
belov'd by the Natives on that Account;
tho’ to give him his due, he behaved hima
felf extremely well in all other Refpeéts.
It was i his Time, that a Defign was laid
of furprizing Guardamere, a fmall Sea-port
Town in Murcia: But the military Bigldp
(for he was in a literal Senfe excellent 7am
Marte, quam Mercurio, among his many
others Exploits, by a timely Expedition,
prevented that.

GoverNor Richards, my Poft being
always in the Caftle, had fent to defire me
to give notice whenever 1 faw any Parties
of the Enemy moving. Purfuant to this
Order, difcovering one Morning a confider-
able body of Horfe towards Elfba, I went
down into the Town, and told the Gover-
nor what I had feen; and without any de-
lay he gave his Orders, that a Captdm with
threefcore Men fhould attend me toan old
Houfe about a Mile diftance. As foon as
we had got into it, I fet about barricading
all the open Places, and Avenues, and put
my Men in a Pofture ready to receive dn
Enemy, as foon as he thould appear ; upon
which the Captain, as a feint, ordered a
feg of his Men to thew themfelves on a
rfing Ground juft before the Houfe. But
‘had like to have caught a Tartar: For
¢ho’ the Enemy took the Train I had laid,

and on fight of our fmall Body on the Hill,
P 3 fent
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callp declare it to be a Man, agreed we
never faw a Figure fo comical in all our
Lives. When we had merrily greeted our
Major (for a Cymick could not have forborn
Laughter) He excus'd all as well as he
could, by faying he could get no other
Beaft. After which, delivering our Meflage,
and condoling with him for his *prefent
Mounting, and withing him better at his
next Quarters, he fettled into his old Pace,
and we into ours, and parted.

WE lay that Night at 4ltea, famous for
its Bay for Ships to water at. It ftands on
a high Hill ; and is adorn’d, not defended,
with an old Fort.

THENCE we came to Alicant, where
having now been a whole Year, and having
effeted what was held neceflary, I once
more prevail'd upon the Governor to per~
mit me to take another Journcy~. The
Lord Galway lay at Tarvaga, while Le-
vida lay under the Siege of the Duke of
Orleans ; and having fome Grounds of Ex-
peétation given me, while he was at 4/~
cant, 1 refolv’d at lecaft to demonftrate I
was ftill living. The Governor favour'd
me,with Letters, not at all to my Difad-
vagtage ; fo taking Ship for Barcelona, jult
ayf our putting into the Harbour, we met

Ath the' Englifh Fleet, on its Return from

she Expedition to Toulen under Sir Cludfly

Shovel.
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proach ; yet much lefs than what I found it,
was {o foon as 1 enter’d upon the very Pre-
miffes.

Now that ftupendious Clufter of Pyra-
mids affe¢ted me in a Manner different to all
before 5 and I found it fo finely group’d with
verdant Groves, and here and there inter-
fpers'd with afpiring, but folitary T'rees,
that it no way leflened my Admiration,
while it increafed my Delight. Thofe Trees,
which 1 call folitary, as ftanding fingle, in
oppofition to the numerous Groves, which
are clofe and thick (as I obferv’d when I
afcended tostake a View of the feveral
Cells) rife generally out of the very Clefts
of the main Rock, with nothing, to Ap-
pearance, but a Soil or Bed of Stone for
their Nurture. But though fome few Na-
turalifts may affert, that the Nitre in the
Stone“fay afford a due Proportion of Nou-
rithment to Trees and Vegetables ; thefe,
in my Opinion, were all too beautiful, their
Bark, Leaf, and Flowers, carry’d too fair
a Face of Health, toallow them even to be
the Fofter-children of Rock and Stene only.

Urox this Hill, or if you pleafe, Grove
of Rocks, are thirteen Hermits Cells, the
lat of which lies near the very Sumnyit.
You gradually advance to every one, frgm.
Bottom to 1op, by a winding Afcenk;
which to do would otherwife be impoffible,,
by reafon of the Steepnefs ; but though there.
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confirm’d it, while they feem’d to allow with
me that thefe reverend Solitaries were truly
happy Men : I then thought them fuch ; ana
a thoufand times fince, reflecting within my
felf, have with'd, bating their Efrors, and
leffer Superititions, my felf as happily fta-
tion'd :. For what can there be wanting to
a happy Life, where all things neceffary are
provided without Care ? Where the Days,
without Anxiety or Troubles, may be grate-
fully pafled away, with an innocent Va-
riety of diverting and pleafing Objects, and
where their Sleeps and Slumbers are never
interrupted with any thing more offenfive,
than murmuring Springs, natural Cafcades,
or the various Songs of the pretty feathzr'd
Quiriiters.

Bur their Courtefy to Strangers is no lefs
engaging than their Solitude. A reclufe
Life, for the Fruits of it, generally fpeaking,
produces Morofenefs ; Pharifaical Pride too
often fours the Temper ; and a miftaken O-
pinion of their own Merit too naturally leads
fuch Men into a Contempt of others: But
on the contrary, thefe good Men (for I
muft call them as I thought them) feem'd
to me the very Emblems of Innocence f fo
ready to oblige others, that at the fame ¥n-
ftant they feem'd laying Obligations upgn
themfelves. This is felf-evident; in
Affability and Complaifance they ufe in
fhewing the Rarities of their feveral Cells ;

3 where,
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wher?, for fear you fhould flip any thing
worthy Obfervation, they endecavour to in-
»ftil in you as quick a Propenfity of asking,
as you find in them a prompt Alacrity in
anfwerin@ fuch Queftions of Curiofity as
their own have infpir'd.

IN particular, 1 remember one of thofe
reverend old Men, when we were taking
Leave at the Door of his Cell, to which
out of his great Civility he accompany’d us,
finding by the Air of our Faces, as well as
our Expreflions, that we thought our felves
pleafingly entertain'd ; to divert us afrefh,
advanc'd a few Paces from the Door, when
giving a Whiftle with his Mouth, a fur-
prizing Flock of pretty little Birds, varie-
gated, and of different Colours, immediate-
ly flock’d around him. Here you fhould
fee fome alighting upon his Shoulders, fome
on hisawful Beard ; others took P..ETLil.gC on
his fnow-like Head, and many feeding, and
more endeavouring to feed out of his Mouth;
each appearing emulous and under an mno-
cent Contention, how beft to exprefs their
Love and Refpeét to their no lefs pleafed
Mafter.

or did the other Cells labour under any
Denciency of Variety : Every one boafting
in‘fome particular, that might diftinguith it
ity fomething equally agrecable and enter-
taining. Neverthelefs, cryftal Springs
fpouting from the folid Rocks were, from
the
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the higheft to the loweft, common to.them
all; and, in moft of them, they had little
brafs Cocks, out of which, when turn'd
iffu’d the moft cool and cryftalline Flows of
excellent pure Water. And yet what more
affeéted me, and which I found near more
Cells than one, was the natural Cafcades
of the fame tranfparent Element ; thefe
falling from one Rock to another, in that
warm, or rather hot Climate, gave not
morc delightful Aftonithment to the Eye,
than they afforded grateful Refrefhment to
the whole Man. The Streams falling from
thefe, foften, from a rougher tumultuous
Noife, into fuch affeGting Murmurs, by
Diftance, the Intervention of Groves, or
neighbouring Rocks, that it were impofiible
to fce or hear them and not be charm'd.
NEITHER are thofe Groves grateful only
in a btdutiful Verdure ; Nature renders them
otherwife delightful, in loading them with
Clufters of Berries of a perfe¢t fcarlet Co-
lour, which, by a beautiful Intcrmixture,
ftrike the Eye with additional Delight. In
fhort, it might nonplus a Perfon of the
niceft Tafte, to diftinguith or determine,
whether the Neatnefs ot their Cells wi hin,
or the beauteous Varicties without, moft
exhauft his Admiration. Nor is the Whole,
in my Opinion, a little advantag’d by the
frequent View of fome of thofe pyramidical
Pillars, which feem, as weary of their own
Weight,
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Weight, to recline and feek Support from
others in the Neighbourhood.

- WHEN I mention'd the outfide Beauties
of their Cells, I muft be thought to have for-
got to particularize the Florious Profpeéts
prefented to your Eye from every one of
them ; but efpecially from that neareft the
Summit. A Profpe@, by reafon of the
Purity of the Air, fo extenfive, and fo very
entertaining, that to dilate upon it properly
to one that never faw it, would baflle Cre-
dit; and naturally to depaint it, would
confound Invention. I therefore fhall only
fay, that on the Mediterranean Side, after
an agrecable Interval of fome fair Leagues,
it will fet at defiance the ftrongeft Opticks ;
and although Barcelona bounds it on the
T.and, the Eyes are feafted with the De-
lights of fuch an intervening .Champion
(where beauteous Nature does nd¥ only
fmile, but riot) that the Senfe muft be very
temperate, or very weak, that can be foon
or cafily fatisfy’d.

H A viN G thus taken a View of all their
refrefhing Springs, their grateful Groves,
and folitary Shades under fingle Trees,
whypfe Clufters prov’d that even Rocks were
grown fruitful ; and having ran over all
the Varicty of Pleafures in their feveral
pretty Cells, decently fet off with Gardens
round them, equally fragrant and beautiful,
we were brought down again to the Con-

2 vent,
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vent, which, though on a fmall Afcent,
lies very near the Foot of this terreftrial Pa-
radife, there to take a Survey of their
fumptuous Hall, much more fumptuous
Chapel, and its adjoining Repofitory ;
and feaft our Eyes with Wonders of a dif-
ferent Nature ; and yet as entertaining as
any, orall, we had feen before.

IMMEDIATELY on our Defcent, a Prieft
prefented himfelf at the Door of the Con-
vent, ready to fhew us the hidden Rarities.
And though, as Iunderftood, hardly a Day
paffes without the Refort of fome Strangers
to gratify their Curiofity with the Wonders
of the Place; yet is there, on every fuch
Occafion, a fuperior Concourfe of Natives
ready to fee over again, out of meer Bigo-
try and Superftition, what they have feen,
perhaps, 3 hundred times before. I could
not avoid taking notice, however, that the
Pricft treated:thofe conftant Vifitants with
much lefs Ceremony, or more Freedom, if
you pleafe, than any of the Strangers of
what Nation foever ; or, indeed, he feem’d
to take as much Pains to difoblige thofe, as
he did Pleafure in obliging us.

Tn e Hall was neat, large and flattly ;
but being plain and unadorn'd with more
than decent Decorations, fuitable to fuch a
Society, 1 haften to the other.

WauexNx we enter’d the Chapel, our
Eyes were immediately attracted by the

Image
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Image of our Lady of Montferar (as they
call 1t) which ftands over the Altar-Picce.
1t is about the natural Stature ; but as black
and fhinifjg as Ebony it felf. Moft would
imagine it made of that Material ; though
her Retinue and Adorers will allow nothing
of the Matter. On the contrary, Tradi-
tion, which with them is, on fome Occa-
fions, more than tantamount to Religion,
has affur'd them, and they relate it as un-
doubted Matter of Fa&, that her prefent
Colour, if I may fo call it, procceded from
her Concealment, in the Time of the Moors,
between thofe two Rogks on which the
Chapel is founded ; and thather long lying
in that difmal Place chang'd her once love-
ly White into its prefent oppofke. Would
not a Heretick here be apt tp 3y, That it
was great pity that an Imaye whiCh ftill
boafts the Power of alling fo niany Miracles,
could no better confervé hHer own Com-
gfexion&‘ At leaft it muft be allow'd, even

y a good Catholick, to carry along with
it Matter of Reproach to the fair Ladies,

atiyes of the Country, for their unnatural
and Yxceflive Affeltion of adulterating, if
not defacing, their beautiful Faces, with
the ruinating Dauberies of Carmine ?

As the Cuftom of the Place is (which is
likewife allow’d to be a diftinguifhing Piece
of Civility to Strangers) when we approach
the black Lady (who, I fhould have told

Q you,
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‘World; but lefs, far lefs Appearance bf a,
ccleftial Treafure. Perhaps, it might be
only the Sentiment of a Heretick ; but that
Awe and Devotion, which I found in my
Attendant from Cell to Cell grew*languid,
and loft in meer empty Bigotry and foggy
Superftition, when I came below. In fhort,
there was not a greater Difference in their
Hei_hts, than in the Sentiments they in-
fpir'd me with.

Berore I leave this Emblem of the bea-
tifick Vifion, 1 mult corret fome thing
like a Miftake, as to the poor Borigo. 1
faid at the Beginuing that his Labour was
daily ; but the Suiday is to him a Day of
reft, asit is fgﬁhe Hermits, his Mafters, a
Day of Reffllion. For to fave the poor
faithful Br;v{.‘g the hard Drudgery of that
Day,, thethirteen Hermits, if Health per-
mit, defcend 'to their Camobium, as they
call it ; that is, to the Hall of the Convent ;
where they dine in common with the Monks
of the Order, who arc Bencditlines.

ArTER feven Days Variety of fuch in-
nocent Delight (the Space allow’d for the
Entertainment of Strangers) I took /my
Leave of this pacifick Hermitage, to pirfue
the more boifterous Duties of my Calling.
The Life of a Soldier is in every Refpect
the full futithefis to that of a Hermit ; and
1 know not, whether it might not be a Senfe.
of that, which infpir'd me with very great,
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Spasn, might be faid of him, that he was

overnor, Engineer, Gunner, and Bom-
.badrdier all in one: For no Man could ex-~
ceed him, either in Conduét or Courage;
nor were the Spaniards under him lefs va-
liant or vigilant: For in cafe the Place was
taken, expeéing but indifferent Quarter,
they fought with Bravery, and defended the
Place to Admiration.

Tue Enemy had anfwer'd our Fire with
all the Ardour imaginable; and having
made a Breach, that, as we thought was
pracicable, a Storm was expected every
Hour. Preparing againft which, to the
great Joy of all the Inhabitants, and the
Surprize of the whole G #’fon, and with-
out our being able to affigriiige leaft Caufe,
the Enemy fuddenly raifed thg Siege, and
withdrew from aPlace, whichhpfe within
imagined in great Danger.

Tue Siege thus abdicated (if I may ufe
a modern Phrafe) I was refolved to im-
prove my Time, and make the beft Provifi-
on L-could againft any future Attack. To
‘that purpofe I made feveral new Fortificati-
O, together with proper Cafemets for
our Powder, all which render’d the Place
much ftronger, tho’ Time too foon thow'd
me that Strength it felf rauft yicld to For-
tune.

SurVEYING thofeWorks, snd myWork-
men, I was one Day ftandir g on the great

1 Battery,
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Battery, when cafting my Eye toward the
Barbary Coaft, 1 obferv’d an odd fort jsf
greenith Cloud making to the Spauifp
Shoar. Not like other Clouds with Rapi-
dity or Swiftnefs; but with a Motion fo
flow, that Sight itfelf was a long time be-
fore it would allow it fuch. At laft, it
came juft over my Head, and interpofing
between the Sun and me, fo thickned the
Air, that I had loft the very Sight of Day.
At this moment it had reach’'d the Land;
and tho’ very near me in my Imagination, it
began to diffolve, and lofe of its firft Te-
nebrity, when all on a fudden there fell
fach a vaft multitude of Locufts, as exceed-
ed the thickeft fofm of Hail or Snow that I
ever faw.  Afi;around me was immediately
cover'd with thofe crauling Creatures; and
they yet ceatinu’d to fall fo thick, that with
the fwving of my Cane 1 knock'd down
thoufands. It is fcarce imayable the Ha-
vock 1 made in a very little {pace of time;
much lefs conccivable is the horrid Defola-
tion which attended the Vifitation of thofe
Awimalew/a. There was not in a Day or
two’s time, the leaft Leaf to be feen up=i
a Tree, nor any green Thing in a Garcen.
Nature feem’d buried in her own Ruins;
and the vegetable World to be Supporters
only to her Monument. I never faw the
hardeft Winter, in thofe Parts, attended
with any ecqual Defolation, When, glut~

ton
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"T'his he did, and thereby obtained what .
much defired. Next, he caus'd his Rat-
terics to be eretted on the Weft fide «1 the
Town, from which he ply’d it fo furioufly,
that in five Days time a practicable Breach
was made; upon which they ftorm’d and
took it. 'The Governor, who had fobrave-
ly defended it in the former Seige, fortu-
nately for him, had been remov'd; and
Francis Valero, now in his Place, was
made Prifoner of War with all his Garrifon.

ArTER the taking the Town, they ere&ts
ed Batteries againft the Caftle, which they
kept ply’d with inceflant PFire, both from
Cannon and Mortars. But what moft of
all plagu’d us, antl did us moft Mifchief, was
the vaft thowfs of Stones fent among the
Garrifon froin their Mortars. Thefe, ter-
rible in Rulk and Size, did more Execution
than all the reft put together. The Gar-
rifon could not avoid being fomewhat dif-
heartened at this uncommon way of Ren-
counter; »yet, to a Man, declar’d againft
hearkening to any Propofals of Surrender,
the Governor excepted ; who having fele&-
ed more Treafure than he could properly,
cr juftly call his own, was the only Perfon
that feem’d forward for fuch a Motion. He
had more than once thrown out Expreflions
of fuch a Nature, but without any Effect.
Neverthelefs, having at laft fecretly obtain-
ed a peculiar Capitulation for himfelf, Ba%,

an
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d Buggage ; the Garrifon was facrific'd to
hi\ private_Intereft, and bafely given up
ers of War., By thefe Means indeed
he faved his Money, but loft his Reputati-
on; and feon after, Life it felf. And fure
every Body will allow the latter lofs to be
leaft , who will take Pains to coafider,
that it fcreen’d him from the confequential
Scrutinies of a Council of War, which muft
have iffucd as the juft Reward of his Deme-
rits.

Tne Garrifon being thusunaccountably de-
livered up and made Prifoners, were difperf-
ed different Ways: Some into Caffile, others
as far as Oziedo, in the Kingdom of Leon.
For my own. part, having received a Contu-
fion in my Breaft; I was under a ne-
ceflity of being left behind with the Enemy,
till 1 fhould be in a Condition to be, re-
mov'd, and when that time came, I found
py felf agreeably order’d to Falencia.

As a Prifoner of War I muft now bid a-
ien to ghe adtive Part of the military Lifc;
nd hefeafter concern my felf with Defcrip-

yions of Countries, Towns, Palaces, and
ﬁa), inftead of Battles. However, if I
take in my way Actions of War, founded
on the beft Authorities, I hope my Interfper-
fing fuch will be no difadvantage to my
now more pacifick MeMouIRs,

So foonas Larriv'd at Palencia, 1 wrote

to our Pay-malter Mr. Mead, at Barcelonz,

letting










[ 240 1

thofe in the Caftle faw all this, they” fti¥
remain'd fo infatuated, as to imagine it £1l
done only to affright 'em. At lengtthe
fatal Mine was fprung, and all who were
upon that Battery loft their Lives ; and a-
mong them thofe I firft mentioned. The
very Recital hereof made me think within
my felf, who can vefiff bis Fate?

T ruaT Engincer added further, that it
was with an incredible Difficulty, that he
prepar'd that Mine ; that there were in the
Concavity thirteen hundred Barrels of
Powder ; notwithftanding which, it made
no great Noife without, whatever it might
do inwardly ; that only taking away what
might be not improperly term'd an Excre-
fcence in the Rock, the Heave on the
Blaft had render’d the Caftle rather fironger
on that Side than it was before, a Cre-
vice or Crack which had often occafioned
Apprehenfions being thereby wholly clos'd
and firm.

Some further Particulars I foon after
had from Colonel Syburg’s Gentleman ;
who feeing me at the Play-houfe, chp!~
lenged me, tho' at that Time unknown
to me. He told me, that the Night pre-
ceeding the unfortunate Cataftrophe -of his
Mafter, hc was waiting on him in the
Cafemet ;, where he obferved, fometime
before the reft of the Company took notice
of it, that General Richards appeared

very
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wery penfive and thoughtful, that the whole

icht long he was pefter'd with, and could
nofget rid of a great Flie, which was per-
petuaNy buzzing about his Ears and Head,
to the vexation and difturbance of the reft
of the Company, as well as the General
himfclf; that in the Morning, wheg they
went upon the Battery, under which the
Mine was, the General made many offers
of going off; but Colonel Syburg, who was
got a little merry, and the reft out ofa
Bravado, would ftay, and would not let
the General ftir; that at laft it was pro-
pos'd by Colonel Syburg to have the other
two Bottles to the Queen’s Health, after
which he promifed they would all go off
together.

Uron this my Relator, Syburg’s Gentle~
man, faid, he was fent to fetch the ftipula-
ted two Bottles; returning with which,
Captain Daniel Weazver, within thirty or
forty Yards of the Battery, ran by him,
vowing, he was refolvd to drink the
Queen's Health with them ; but his Feet
awere fearce on the Battery, when the Mine
Was fprung, which took him away with
the reft of the Company; while Major
Harding now a Juftice in Weftminfter com-
ing that very Moment off Duty,#exchang'd
Fates.

¢ Predeftination, in the Eyes of many,
is an unaccountable Dogrine, what better

R Account
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« APTER many of thefe leffer forts of Con-
fiYences, Don Felix recommended me to a
Lodging next Door to his own. It was at
a Widow’s, who had one only Daughter,
her Houfe juft oppofite to a Francifcan
Nunnery. Here 1 remain’d fomewhat up-
wards of two Years ; all which time, lying
in my Bed, I could hear the Nuns early in
the Morning at their Matins, and late in
the Evening at their Pefpers, with Delight
enough to my felf, and without the leaft
Indecency in the World in my Thoughts of
them. Their own Divine Employ too much
employ'd every Faculty of mine to entertain
any Thing inconfentancous or offenfive.

Tu1s my Neighbourhood to the Nunnery
gave me an opportunity of feeing two Nuns
invefted ; and in this I muft do a Juftice to
the whole Country, to acknowledge, thata
Stranger who is curious (1 would impute it
rather to their hopes of Converfion, thanto
their Vanity) fhall be admitted to much
greater Freedoms in their religious Pagean-
trics, than any Native.

“ONE of thefe Nuns was of the firlt Quali- 7b man-
tY; . which render’d the Ceremony more rc.:i},ffg’”‘
arkably fine. The manner of inveftipg them Nons,

§;as thus: In the Morning her

4nd Friends all metat her Fath

whence, fhe being attir'd in hey’'moft fump-

tuous Apparel, and a Coronet plac’d on her

Head, they attended her, in Cgvalcade, to
R 3 the
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the Nunnery, the Streets ahd Windows be-.
ing crowded, and fili'd- with. Spe@ators ¢#
all forts.

So foon asthe enter'd the Chapel belong-
ing to the Nunnery, fhe kneel'd down, and
with an appearance of much Devotion, fa-
luted the Ground ; then rifing up, fhe ad-
vanced a Step or two farther ; when on her
Kneesthe repeated the Salutes: This doneihe
approached to the Altar, where fhe remain-
ed till Mafs wasover: After which, a Ser-
mon was preach'd by one of the Priefts in
Praife, or rather in an exalted Preference
of a {ingle Iife. The Sermon being over, the
Nun clect fell down on her Knees before the
Altar; and after fome fhort mental Qrai-
fons, rifing again, fhe withdrew into an in-
ner Room, where ftripping off all her rich
Attire, fhe put an her Nun's Weeds: In
which making her Appearance, fhe, again
knecling, offer’d up fome private Devotions ;
which being over, fhc was led to the Door
of the Nunnery, where the Lady and the
reft of the Nuns ftood ready to receive her
with open Arms, Thus enter'd, the Nuns
condu&ed her into the Quire, where aftef
they hadcntertained her with Singiag, and
playing vpon the Organ, the Ceremony
concluded, Wnd every one departed to their
proper Habitations, '

T'HEe very tame Day of the Year enfuing,
the Relations; and Friends of the fair Novi-

tiate
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tiatg meet again in the Chapel of the Nun-
ery, where the Lady Abbefs brings her

t, and delivers her to them, Then again s
théts a Sermon preach’d on the fame Subje
as at firlt ; which being over, fhe is brought
up to the Altar in a decent, but plain Drefs,
the fine Apparel, which fhe put off on her
Initiation, gcing depofited on one fide of the
Altar, and her Nun’s Weeds on the other.
Here the Prieft in Latin cries, Utrum borum
mavis, accipe : to which fhe anfwers, as
her Inclination, or as her Inftruion direGs
her. If fhe, after this her Year of Probation,
thow any Diflike, fhe is at Liberty to come
again into the World : But ifaw'd by Fear
(as too often isthe Cafe) or won by Ex-
peation, or prefent real Inclination, fhe
makes choice of the Nun's Weeds, fhe is im-
mediately invefted, and muft never expeét to
appear again in the World out of the Walls
of the Nunnery. The young Lady I thus
faw invefted was very beautiful; and fang
the beft of any in the Nunnery.

THrERE are in the Town three Nunneries,
and a Convent to cvery one of them ; ziz.
one of Fefuits, one of Carmelites, and the
other of Framcifcans. Let me ngt be fo
ar miftaken to have this taken bff way of

efleGtion. No! Whatever fofle of our
Rakes of the Town may aflergf I freely de-
clare, that I never faw in any{ of the Nun-
neries (of which I have fien thany both in

R 4 S_?diﬂ
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Spain and other Parts of the World)'any
thing like indecent Behaviour, that might
give occafion for Satyr or Difcfteem. Mis
true , there may be Accidents, that may
lead to a Mifinterpretation ; of which I re-
member a very untoward Initance in 4/-
cant. .

WuEeN the Englifh Forces firft laid
Sicge to that Town, the Priefts, who
were apprehenfive of it, baving been lon
fince made fenfible of the profound Regard
to Chaflity and Modefly of us Hercticks, by
the ignomtinious Behaviour of certain Officers
at Rota and Porta 8t. Maria, the Prieils,
1 fay, had taken carc to fend away privately
all the Nuns to Majorca.  But that the He-
retick Invaders might have no Jealoufy ofit,
the fair Curtezans of the Town were aduit-
ted to fupply their Room. The Officers,
both'of Land and Sea, as was by the Friars
pre-imagin'd, on taking the Town and
Caftle, immediately repair’d to the Grates
of the Nunnery, tofs'd over their Handker-
cheifs, Nofegays, and other pretty Things;
all which were, doubtlefs, very gracioufly
received by  thofe  imaginary Reclufes.
"I bence.came it to pafs; that in the fpace of
a Month\yr lefs, you could hardly fall intc
Company & any one of our younger Officers,
f either fort but the Difcourfe, if it might
deferve thef Name, was concerning thefe
beautiful Nins ; and you wou'd have ima-

gin'd
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in’®the Price of thefe Ladiesas well known
a\that of Flefhin their common Markets,
Otiers, as well as my felf, have often en-
‘deavour’d to difabufe thofe Gloriofo's, but
all tolittle purpofe, till more fenfible Tokens
convinced them, that the Nuns, of whofe Fa-
vours they fo much boafted, could hardly be
perfeét Virgins, tho’ in a Cloyfter. And
I am apt to think, thofe who would palm
upon the World like vicious Relations of
Nuns and Nunneries, do it on much like
Grounds. Not that there are wanting In-
ftances of Nunneries disfranchis’d, and even
demolifh’d, upon very flagrant Accounts ;
but 1 confine my felf to Spazn.

IN this Town of Ja Mancha the Corrigi-
dore always has his Prefidence, having fix-
teen others under his Jurifdiction, of which
Almanza is one.  They are changed every
three Years, and their Officcs are the *Pur-
chafe of an exceflive Price ; which occafi-
ons the poor Pcople’s being cxtravagantly
fleeced, nothing being to be fold but at the
Ratesthey impofe ; and every Thing that is
fold paying the Cuorrigidore an Acknowledg-
ment in {pecie, or an Equivalent to his liking.

WaiLe I was here, News came of the
Battle of Almanar and Saragoff; and gi-
ving the Victory tothat Side gAvhich they
efpous’d (that of King Pbiliff) they made
very great Rejoycings. But {pon, alas, for
them, was all that Joy convefted into Sor-

X row :
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row : 'The next Courier evincing, thatthe
Forces of King Charles had been viGoriovs
in both Engagements. 'This did not tyfn
to my prefent Difadvantage : For Convents
and Nunneries, as well as fome of thofe’
Dons, whom afore I had not ftood fo well
with, firove now how moft to oblige me;
not doubting, but if the viftorious Army
fhould march that way, it might be in my
Power to double the moft fignal of their
Services in my Friendfhip.

Soox after an Accident fell out, which
had like to have been of an unhappy Con-
fequence to me. I was ftanding in Com-
pany, upon the Parade, when a moft fur-
prizing flock of Eagles flew over our Heads,
where they hover'd for a confiderable time.
The Novelty ftruck them all with Admira-
tion, as well as my felf. But I, lefs ac-
cuftomed to like Spectacles, innocently fay-
ing, that in my Opinion, it could not bode
any good to King Philip, becaufe the
Eagle compos'd the Arms of Juffria ; fome
bufie Body, in hearing, went and inform’d
the Corrigidore of it. Thofe moft magi-
fterial ‘Wretches embrace all Occafions of
fqueezing Money ; and more efpecially from
Strangers. However finding his Expeéta-
i ‘pointed in me, and that I too
well knew \he length of his Foot, to let
my Money rjn freely ; he fent me next
Day to .dler:on; but the Governor of that

Place
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at all; upon which, I took out my Péncil,
and wrote underneath, this Line :

Sponfa Dei, patrifque parens, & filia filii.

Tre Friars, who at a little diftance had
obferved me, as foon as I was gone, came
up and read what I had writ; reporting
which to the Provincial, he order’d them
to be writ over in Letters of Gold, and
plac’'d juft as I had put ’em ; faying, doubt-
Iefs, fuch a fine Line cou'd proceed from
nothing lefs than Infpiration. This fecur'd
me ever after his and their Efteem ; the
leaft advantage of which, was a full Liberty
of their Garden for all manner of Fruit,
Sallading, or whatever I pleafed: And as
1 faid before, the Gardens were too fine
not to render fuch a Freedom acceptable.

Taey often want Rain in this Country :
To fupply the Defect of which, I obferved
in this Garden, as well as others, an Inven-
tion not unufeful. There is a Well in the
middle of the Garden, and over that a
Wheel with many Pitchers, or Buckets,
one under another, which Wheel being turn-
ed rourd by an Afs, the Pitchers feoop up.
the Watr on one Side, and throw it out
on the other into a Trough, that by little
Channels ctuveys it, as the Gardimer di-
reéts, into qvery part of the Garden. By
this Means taeir Flowers and their Sallad-

ing
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ing a¥e continually refreth'd, and preferved

from the otherwife over-parching Beams of

the Sun.

& T u e Inquifition, in almoft every Town rse pax-

t Spain (and more efpecially, if of any great.er of rbe

Account) has its Spies, or Informers, for ™

treachcrous Intelligence. Thefe make it

their Bufinefs to enfnare the fimple and un-
varded ; and are more to be avoided by

the Stranger, than the Rattle Snake. Na-

ture having appointed no fuch happy Tokens

in the former to forethew the Danger. Ihad

Reafon to believe, that one of thofe Ver-

min once made his Attack upon me in this

place: And asthey are very rarely, ifever

known to the Natives themfelves, I being

a Stranger, may be allowed to make a

guefs by Circumftances.

1 was walking by my felf, when a Per-
fon, wholly unknown to me, giving methe
civil Salute of the Day, endeavour’d to draw
me into Converfation, After Queftions had
pafs’don general Heads, the Fellow enfha-
ringly asked me, how it came to pafs, that
I fhow'd fo little Refpeét to the Image of
‘the crucify’d Jefus, asl pafs’d by it in fuch
a Street, naming it? I made Anfwegd that [
kiad, or ought to have him alwajs in my
Heart crucitied. To that he mgtle no Re-
ply : But proceeding in his Int{rrogatories,
queftion'd me next, whether | believ'd a
Purgatory? 1 evaded the Qudftion, as 1

took








