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TJi[ciplhlt and Gmcrojity wi#Jout E~­
ample. 

W H A r remai11S is, tbat I return you 
my mlfl hearty rha1zks for ftndi1~f, fo f,reat 
a tetet, mzd fuch good an.d va/iaut Troops 
to my A J!iflal1ce. After fo bappJ a JJegi~-
11il1g, I bm)e thought it proper, accordi'llg 
to the 8elltimmts of JOZtr Generals al1d Ad­
mirals, to [upport, by my Pre fence, the 
COl1qUeflS that we have made; and to 
Jhew my Sub jeffs, fo a.ff'e'£lionate to my Per­
[011, that I cmmot aband01l tbem. I receive 
jiJch Succours from your Maiefiy, and from 
Jottr ge1urous Nation, that I am loaded 
with Jour 1l0zmties; a11d am not a little 
cOllcern'd to tbi11/e that the Stlpport of my 
Imerefi }hoztld caufo fo great (J11 Expl!1Jce. 
'j]ut, lrJadam, 1 facr~fice my Perfmz, and 
my SUbJtCS iu Catalonia expofe (lifo their 
Li'l'cs d Fortunt.f, upon tbe Affurances 
t h~y ha e of yozw friaje/ll S generous rpr~­
tcfiiol1. "\ Tour lrlajefiy al1d-yottr Council 
k110W.J hetter tha11 we do, what i.s nec~lJar'Y 
for om'" CU1;fortt'dti01Z. 1Fe }hall tbm expeCt 
yottr A1ajefly's Succours, with a1l entire 
C01ifidmce in )Iozer 'Bounty al1d IJlifdom. .A 
fUyt her Force is 11eceJJary: II'c give 110 [mali 
'lJi'Z'erjion to France, · tlltd without dcubt 
they will make their utmojl EJforts agaitlP 
me as Joon as pollible; but I am [atiify'd, 
that the fame E/fvrtJ will be made by ~ 
Allies 10 defel1d me. Tour GOQdne[s, Ma-

dam, 
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dam, inclines you, and Jour Power enahlll 
you, -to [upport tbofe tbat tbe 'Iyrannyof 
France would oppre{s. All tbat I can in­
jinuate to your Wi[dam, a1ld tbat of your 
Allies, is, tbat tbe Forces employ'd in tbis 
Country ~ill not be U11pr~fitable to tbe pub­
. lick Good, but will be under an Ob/~~tltion 
and NeceOity to act witb the utmofo J7igour 
agai1z/l tbe Enemy. I am, 

With an inviolable AffeCtion, 

RefpeCt, and moll: 

Sincere Acknowledgment, 
From the Camp at 
Senia, before Ilar- M d S· fl 
celona, the 2.Z d of a am, my Iuer, 
OClober, 1705. 

Your mon lffeCtionate 

Brotherl 

CHARLES. 

AND yet, after all, was this noble Ge­
neral .not only recall'd, the Command of 
the Fleet taken from him, and that of the 
Army given to my Lord Galway, without 
AfIi gnment of, Caufe; but all Manner of 
Falfities were induftrioufly fpread abroad, 
not only to diminiili, if they could, his Re-

I putatioD, 
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putatioll, but to bring him under Accufa­
tions of a malevolent Nature. I can hardly 
imagine it neceffary here to take Notice, 
that afterward he difprov'd all thofe idle 
Calumnies and ill-invented Rumours; or to 
mention what Compliments he receiv'd, in 
the mon folemn Manner, from his Country, 
upon aC full Examination and thorough can­
vafling of his ACtions in the Houfe of Lords. 
But this is too notorious to be:' omitted, That 
all Officers coming from Spahl were purpofe­
ly intercepted in their Way to L01td01Z, and 
craftily examin'd upon all the idle Stories 
which had pafs'd tending to leffen his Cha­
raCter: And when any Officers had alferted 
the FaHity of thofe Inventions (as they all 
did, except a military Swectner or two) and 
that there was no Pollibility of laying any 
thing amvs to the Charge of that General­
they were told, that they ought to be care, 
ful how~ver, not to fpeak advantagioufiy 
of that Lord's ConduCt, unlefs they were 
willing to fall Martyrs in his Caufe- A 
Thing fcarce to be credited even in a popifh 
Country. But Scipio was acclls'd - tho" 
(as my Author finely obfcrves) by Wretches 
only known to Pofierity by that fiupid Ac­
cufation. 

As a mournful ValediCtion, before I enter 
upon any new Scene, the Reader will par­
don this melancholy Expofiulation. How 
mortifying muil it be to an E1zg1~lJJmal1, 

I after 
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after he has found himfclf folac 'd with aRe .. 
latio~1 of fo many furprizing Succeffes of her 
MajcHy's Arms, under the Earl of Peter­
borow; SucceiJ'es that have lay'd before our 
Eyes Pr,\vir,ces and Kingdoms reduc'd, and 
Towns aiftP'"Fortreffes taken and reliev'd ; 
where we have feen it continu'd Series of 
happy Events, the Fruits of Conduct and 
Vigilance; and Caution and Foreught pre­
venting Dang~rs that were held, at firll: 
View, certain and unfurmountable: To 
change this glorious Landskip, I fay, for 
Scenes every way different, even while our 
Troops were as numerous as the Enemy, 
and better provided, yet always baffled and 
beaten, and iiying before the Enemy, till 
fatally ruin'd in the Battle of Almanza: 
How mortifying mull this be to any Lover 
of ~is Country! But I proceed t~ my Me­
mOIrs. 

A LICA NT is a Town oftP/ greatcll: 
Trade of any in the Kingdom of Valene;", 
having a firong Cafile, being fituated on ~ 
high Hill, which commands both Town 
and Harbour. In this Place I reuded a 
whole Year; but it was foon after my firfi: 
Arrival, that Major Collier (who was ihot 
in the Back at JJarce/olla, as I have related 
in the Siege of that Place) hearing of mc, 
fought me out at my Qlarrers; and, after 
a particular Enquiry into the Succefs of that 
~hfficult Task that he left me upon, and my 

anfwering 
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anfwering all his Qucfiions to fatisfaCl:ion 
(all which he receiv'd wi6 evident Plea­
fure) he threw down a Purfe of Pilloles 
upon the Table; which I refuftng, he told 
me, in a moll handfome Manner, his Friend­
fuip .wa~ not to be preferv'd h~!}"'y my ac­
ceptmg It. 

AFToER I had made fome very ncceffary 
Repairs, I purfu'd the Orders I had receiv'd 
from the Earl of 'Peterboro/.JJ, to go upon 
the eretting a new Battery between the 
Came and the Town. This was a Task 
attended with DifficL1lties, neither few in 
Number, nor fmall in Confequcnce; for it 
was to be rais'd upon a great Declivity, 
which mull render the Work both laborious 
and precarious. However, I had the good 
Fortune to effeCl: it much fooner thar. was 
expeCl:ed i ~nd it was call'd Gorge's Battery, 
from the "Name of the Governor then com­
manding'; who, out of an uncommon Pro­
fufton of, Gencroftty, wetted that Piece of 
Goffiping with a difiinguilhing Bowl of 
Punch. Brigadier :Bougard, when he faw 
this \Vork fome time after) was pleas'd to 
honour it with a ftngular Admiration and 
Approbation, for its Compleatnefs) not­
withfianding its Difficulties. 

T HIS Work, and the Siege of Carta­
ge11Cl, then in our Poffeffion, by the Duke 
of :Berwick, brought the Lord GClli;}ay 
down to this Place. Cartagel1a is of ·fo 

little 
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little ' Difiance from Alica11t, that we could 
eafily hear the Cannon playing againll, and 
from it, in our Cafile, where I then was. 
And I re1e"}:ber my ~ord Ga1'l!la)', on the 
fourth Da} nf the Stege, fendmg to know 
if I could make any ufeful Obfervations, as 
to the Succefs of it; I return'd, that I was 
of Opinion the Town was furrcndcr'd, from 
the fudden Ceifation of the Cannon, which, 
by our News next Day from the Place, 
prov'd to be faa. Cartagena is a fmall Sea­
Port Town ill Murcia; but has fo good an 
Harbour, that when the famous Admiral 
'Doria was ask'd, which were the) three 
bell Havens in the Mediterranean, he 
readily return'd, June, Jztly, and Carta­
gena. 

UPON the Surrender of this Place, a De .. 
• achment of Foot was fent by the Governor, 
with fome Dragoons, to Eljha ;~ut it be­
ing a Place of very little Strength they were 
foon made Prifoners of War. 

THE Siege of Cartagc71a being over, the 
:Lord Galway return'd to his Camp; and 
the Lord VU11CafiIJ01J dying in Alica11t{ the 
firft Guns that were fir'd from Gorge's Bat­
tery, were the Minute-Guns for hili Fune­
ral. His Regiment had been given to the 
Lord fllotZtafldrc, who loft it before he had 
loifeffion, by an Action as odd as it \vas 
fcandalous. 

THAT 
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THAT Regiment had received Orders to 

march to the Lord Galway's Camp, under 
the Command of their Lieut(;nant-Colm1el 
Jjatema1z, a Perfon before reputedly a 
good Officer, tho' his Cond~/l1ere gave 
People, not invidious, too much Rcafon to 
call it. in Quefiion. On his March, he 
was fo very carelefs and negligent (though 
he knew himfclf in a Country furrounded 
with F,nemies, and that he was to march 
through a \Vood, where they every Day 
made their Appearance in great Numbers) 
that his Soldiers march'd with their Muf­
kets flung at their Backs, and went one 
after another (as neceffity had forc'd us 
to do in Scot 1m/d) himfelf at the Head of 
'em, in his Chaife, riding a conllderablc 
way bcfore~ 

I T happened there was a Captain, with 
threefcore Dragoons, dctatch'd from the 
Duke of~1Jerwick's Army, with a Delrgn 
to intercept 1<)me CaD), that was ordcr'd to 
be fent to Lord Ga/wais Army from A­
TiCal]t. This Detachment, milling of th<l.t 
intended Prize, was returning very difcon­
folately, Re il1fe'f1(l; when their Captain, 
obferving that care1efs and dif0rderlyJ\larch 
of the Englijh, refolv'd, boldlye110ugh, to 
attack them in the Wood. To that PUfRofe 
he fecreted his little Party behind a gr<~at 
Barn; and fo roon as they were half pa1fed 
by, he falls upon 'em in the Center with 

his 
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his magoons, cutting and flailling at fuch 
a violent Rate, that he foon difperfed the 
whole Regiment, leavmg many dead and 
wounded upon the Spot. The three Co­
lours welt taken; and the gallant Lieu­
tenant-Colonel taken out of his Chaife, and 
carried away Priloner with many othq$; 
only one Officer who was an Enfign, and fo 
bold as to do hios Duty, was kill'd. 

T H F. Lieutenant who commanded the 
Granadiers, received the Alarm time enough 
to draw his Men into a Houfe in their way; 
where he bravely defended himfelf for a 
long Time; but being killed, the refl imme­
diately furrender'd. The Account of this 
ACtion I had from the Commander of the 
Enemy's Party himfelf, fome Time after, 
while I was a Prifoner. And Captain .fola­
b011i, who was prefent when the News 
was brought, that a few Spal1ijh Dragoons 
had defeated an El1/{lijh Regimerf, which 
was this nnder 2Jatemmz, protefied to me, 
that the Duke of llerwick turn'd pale at 
the Relation; and when they offer'd to 
bring the Colours before him, he would 
not fo much as fee them. A little before 
the~uke went to Supper, 1Jatema1j him­
felf was brought to him, but the Duke 
tur 'd away from him without any further 

t tice than coldly raying, that .. be thought 
'C was 'lJcry ftra11gely takm. The ,\\T ags of 
. e Army made a thorough jell of him, and 

faid 
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raid his military Conduct was of a pIece 
with his Oeconomy, having two Days be­
fore this March, rent his young handfome 
Wife into E11g1al1d, under the Guardianiliip 
of the young Chaplain of the Re~iment. 

April 15. I N the Year 1707, being 
Eajter Monday, we had in the Morning a 
flying Report in Alica11t, that there had 
been the Day before a Batde at Almanza, 
between the Army under the Command of 
the Duke of :Berwick, and that of the 
E1Zglijh, under Lord Galway, in which the 
latter had filffer'd an entire Defeat. We 
at !irfr gave no great Credit to it: But, alas, 
we were too foon wofully convinced of the 
Truth of it, by Numbers that came flying 
to us from the conquering Enemy. TheR 
indeed we were fatisfied of Truths, too dif­
ficult before to be credited. But as I was 
not pref~nt in that calamitous Battle, I 
Iha11 relate it, as I received it from an Offi­
cer then in the Duke's Army. 

To bring the Lord Galway to a Battle, 
in a Place mon: commodious for his pur­
pofe, the Duke made ufe of this Strata· 
gem: He ordered two Irijl.mzm, both offi­
cers, to make their way over to the EllF'l1lY 
as Deferters; putting this Story in tJ:eir 
Mouths, that the Duke of Or/emu wtit in 
a full March to join the Duke of 13erwi(~ 
with twelve thoufand Men; that this wouRl 
be done in two Days, and that then they 

would 
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wo~find ocl:Jl!e' Lord Galway> and force 
him to Fjghi~ : ~bere~rver They found him. 

I,ot nGd/fiaj, who at this Time by Bnttle of 

before Villt1itr2 '~~ceiving this fntdligenceAlman~a. 
from tho~ well ' 'It1firuCted Defertcrs, im­
mediately nfi5'd the Siege; ' with a Refolu-
tion, by a hal1y 'March, to force ·the E-
nemy to Battle, '~~ore the Duke of Orleans 
fhould be able.to 'join the Duke of Bern'icK. 
To effeCt this, after a hard March of three 
long Spallijh Leagues in the heat of the Day; 
he appears a little after Noon in the face of 
the Enemy with his fatiegu'd Forces. Glad 
and re;oyc'd at the Sight, for he found his 
Plot had taken; JJerwick, the better to 
receive him, draws up his Army in a half 
Moon, placing at a pretty good Advance 
three Regiments to make up the Centre, 
with exprefs Order, nevcrthelefs, to re-
treat at the vcry firf!: Charge. All which 
\vas punCtually obferv °d, and had 1'h de/ired 
EffeCt: For the three Regiments, at the 
hrft Attack gave way, and feemingly fled 
towards their Camp; thcE1zglijh, afrer their 
cuf!:omary Manner, purfuing them with 
Shouts and Hollowings. As foon as the 
Dtl ' of 13erwick perceiv'd his Trap had 
tak ,he orde£d:'his right and left Wings 
to tofe; by which ' Mean~) he at once cut 
o rom the rdl of their Army all thofe who 

d fo eagerly purfu'd the imaginary Ru~-
ays. In fhort, the Rout was total, and 

P the 
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the moll: fatal Blow that ever the Eng/if; tt­
ceiv'd during the whole War with ~pain. 
Nor, as it is thought, with a great probabi­
lity of Reafon, had thofe Troops that made 
their Retreat to the Top of the Hills, under 
~Major GeneratSbrimptolz, met with any bet­
ter Fate than thofe" on the Plain, had 
the Spaniards had any other General in the 
Command than the Duk~. of 13erwiek; 
whofe native Sympathy gave a check to the 
Ardour of a vitlorious Enemy. And this 
was the fenfe of the Spaniards themfelves 
after the Battle. Verifying herein that no­
ble Maxim, That ]/1f/;ory to generous Minds 
is only m; Ind1JefflZmt to JIoderation. 

T"H E Day after this fatal Battle (which 
gave occafion to a SpaniJh piece of Wit, 
that the Englijh General had rouud the 
French) the Duke of Orleans did arrive 
indeed in the Camp~ but with an Army of 
only fo~rteen Attendants. 

TH E fatal Effetls of this Battle were foon 
made vifible, and to none more than thore 
in A/jeant. The Enemy grew every Day 
more and more troublefome; vifiting us in 
l>arties more boldly than before; and ofteh 
hovering about us fo very near) that with 
our Cannon We could :hflrdly teachPl to 
keep a proper Diftance., • Gorge the' gver­
nor of A/ieant being recail'd into E11g-md, 
Major General RiehardJ was by'; g 
Charles appointed Governor in his PIa ~ 
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~-was a Roman Catholick, and very mue.it 
beliJv'd by the Natives on that Account; 
tho' to give him his due, he behaved him­
felf extremely well in all other Refpeds. 
It was i6l his Time, that a Delign was laid 
of furprizing Guardamere, a fmall Sea-port 
Town in Murcia: But the military Bilhop 
(for he was in a literal Scnfe excellent tam 
Marte, qua11} JIcl'curio, among his many, 
others Exploits, by a timely Expedition; 
prevented that. 

GOVERNOR. Richards, my Poll: being 
always in the Cafile, had fent to defire me 
to give notice whenever I faw any Parties 
of the Enemy moving. Purfuant to this 
Order, difcovcring . one Morning a confider .. 
able body of Horfe towards Eljha, I went 
down into the Town, and told the Gover .. 
nor what I had feen; and without any de­
lay he gave his Orders, that a Captain with 
threefcore Men fhould attend nlt! to an old 
Houfe about a Mile difiance. As [oon ~s 
we had got into it, I fet about barricading 
all the open Places, and Avenues, and put 
my Mea in a Pofiure ready to receive an 
Enemy, as foon as he tbould appear ; upon 
w 'ch the Captain, as a feint, ordered a 
fc of his Men to 111ew themfel ves on a 
r" J.~g Ground jufi before the Houfe. But 

"had like to have caught a Tartar: For 
. 0' the Enemy took the Train I had laid, 
and on tight of our fmall Body on the Hill, 

p ~ rent 
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fent a Party from their greater Body t~~ )in­
tercept them, before they could reach the 
Town; yet the Sequel prov'd, we had 
miflaken their Number,and it foon appeared 
'to be much greater than we at Brfi ttmagin'd. 
However our Out-feouts, as I may call 'em, 
got fafe- into the Haufe; and on the Appear­
ance of the Party, we let fly a full YoUy, 
which laid dead on the Spot three Men and 
one Horfe. Hereupon the whole Body 
made up to the HOllfC, but fiood a-loaf up­
on the Hill without reach of our S~lOt. We 
foon faw our Danger from the number of 
the Enemy: And well for us it was, that 
the watchful Governor had taken notice of 
it, as well as we in the Haufe. For ob­
ferving us furrounded with the Enemy, and 
by a Power fa much fuperior, he marched 
himfdf with a good part of the Garrifon to 
our Relie£ The Enemy fiood a little time as 
if they wbuld receive 'em; but upon fecond 
thoughts they retir'd; and to our no little 
Joy left us at Liberty to come out of the 
Haufe and join the Carriron. 

SCARCE a Day pafs'd but we had fame. 
vifits of the ltke kind attended fometimes 
with Rencounters of this Nature) i1 fo 
much that there was hardly any ftirringt~'Out 
in Safety for fmall Parties, tho' never fo 
little away. There was within a Ii ~:le 
Mile of the Town, an old Vineyard, en ., 
roned with a lofe frone Wall: An Office ." arut 
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and,f made an Agreement to ride thither for 
an Airing. \Ve did fo, and after a little 
riding, it came into my Head to put a Fright 
upon the Officer. And very lucky for us 
both was· that unlucky Thought of mme ; 
pretending to fee a Party of the Enemy 
make up to us, I gave him the Alarm, fet 
Spurs to my Horfr, and rid as fall: as Legs 
could carry me. Thc Officer no way bated 
of his Speed; and we had fcarce got out of 
the Vineyard but my Jell: prov'd Earnell:, 
twelve of the Enemy's Horfe purfuing LIS to 
the very Gates of the Town. Nor could I 
ever after prevail upon my Fellow-Traveller 
to believe that he ow'd his Efcape to Merri­
ment more than Speed. 

SOON after my Charge, as to the Forti­
fications, was pretty well over, Iobtain'd 
Leave of the Governor to be abfeut for a 
Fortnight, upon fome Affairs of my own at 
Palencia. On my Return from whence", at 
a Town caU'd 17elzifJa, I met two Officers of 
an E1zgliJh Regiment, going to the Place 
from whence I lall: came. They told mc, 
after common Congratulations, that they 
had left Ma jor :Boyd, at a little Place call'd 
Ca I, hiring another Mule, that he rode 
on ither having tir'd and fail'd him; de­
fir 19 withal, that if I met him, I would 
Ie him know that they would fray for him 

that Place. I had another Gentleman in 
my Company, and we had traveU'd on not 

p ~ above 
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above a Le:lgue further, whence, at a little 
Diftance, we were both furpriz'd with a 
Sight that feem'd to have fet all Art at de .. 
fiance, and was too odd for any thing in 
Nature. It appear'd all in red, and-to move; 
but fo very fiowly, that if we had not made 
more way to that than it did to us, we 
:fbould have made it a Day's Journey be ... 
fore we met it. My Companion could as 
little tell what to make of it as I; and, in­
deed, the nearer it came the more mon .. 
firolls it feem'd) h3ving nothing of the 
Tokens of Man, either Walking, Riding, 
or in any Pofiure whatever. At laft, com­
jng llP with this firange Figure of a Creature 
(for now we found it was oertainly fuch) 
\V hat, or rather who, fhould it prove to be~ 
but Ma jor 'Boyd? He was a Perf on of him .. 
felf far from one of the leaft Proportion, and 
mounted on a poor little Afs, with all his 
warlike Accoutrements upon it, you will al., 
low mutt make a Figure almofi as odd as 
one of the old Centaurs. The Morocco 
Saddle that cover'd the Afs was of Burden 
enough for the BeaU without its Mafier L 
and the additional Holfters and Piflols made 
it much more. weighty. Neverthele •• ,) a 
c .. urb Bridle. of the largefi Size. cover'~bis 
little Head, and a long red Cloak, Wi 19 .. 
ing down to tlle Ground, covet'd Ja .. 
boots, Afs, Mafier and all. In iliort, m . 
~Ol;npanion and ~, after we c.o~lld fPfci,ti,' 

'~ally 
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caIl}\ declare it to be a Man, agreed we 
never faw a Figure fo comical in all our 
.Lives. When we had merrily greeted our 
Major (for a Cynick could not have forhom 
Laughter..) He excus'd all as well as he 
could, by faying he could get no other 
Beall. After which, delivering our Meffage-,' 
and condoling with him for his ·prefent 
Mounting, and wifhing him better at his 
next Quarters; be fcttled into his old Pace~ 
and we into ours, and parted. 

WE lay that Night at A/tea, famous for 
its Bay for Ships to water at. It frands on 
a high Hill; and is adorn'd, nat defended, 
with an old Fort. 

THENCE we came to Alica1Jt, where 
having now been a whole Year, and having 
effeeted what was held necellary, I once 
more prevail'd upon the Governor to per .. 
mit me to take another Journcy- The 
Lord Galway lay at Tarraga, while u­
,.ida lay under the Siege of the Duke of 
Orleans; and having fome Grounds of Ex­
peetation given mc, while he was at Alj~ 

,Callt, I refolv'd at leall to demoFlfirate I 
was fiill living. The Governor favour'd 

~
me. with Letters, not at all to my Difad­
va~ tag.e; fo taking Ship for J3arce/ol1a, juft 
a . our puttina into the Harbour, we met 

, th the 'Englljh Fleet, on its Return from 
~ Expedition to T'OUIBrJ under Sir CkludJly 
$1JO'ZJ81 • . 
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i nAy'D but very few Days at 1Jaru" 

/';6, and then proceeded on my intenaed 
J ,Jilwey to Tarraga; arriving at which 
Pia.ce 1 deliver'd my Packet to the Lord 
Gl1h~)('J" who receiv'd me with very great 
Civ ility; and to double it, acquainted me 
at the fame time, that the Governor of Ali­
Caut had'wrote very much in my Favour: 
Btlt though it was a known Part of that 
noble Lord's CharaCter, that 'the firfi lm­
prel1ion was generally firongeft, I had 
Reafon foon after to clore with another 
Saying, equally true, That ge1Jeral Rttle.r 
alwa)'s admit of [orne Excepti071.While I 
was here we had News of the taking of the 
Town of Lerida; the Prince of Ht:JJe 
(Brother to that brave Prince who 10ft his 
Ij[c before MOllio1tick) retiring into the 
Came with the Garrifon, which he bravely 
dcfcndGd a long time after. 

W HEN I was thus attending my Lord 
Galway at Tarraga, he receiv'd Intelli­
gence that the Enemy had a Defign to lay 
~iege to Vmia; whereupon he gave me 
Orders to repair there as Engineer. After 
I had rcceiv'd my Orders, and taken Leave 
of hi.S I.ordfhip, I ft:t out, refolving, ii~",e. 
it was left to my Choicc, to go by way 'f 
'Barcelona, and there take Shipping ~ 
the Place of my Station) by which I pro 
pos'd to fave more time than would allow 
me a full Opportunity of vifiting Mom/erat, 

a Place 
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a Pl~ I had heard much Talk of, which 
had fill'd me with a longing De1ire to fee it • 

.. To fay Truth, I had bem told fuch extra­
vagant Things of the Place, that I could 
hardly impute more than one half of it to 
any thing but Sponi/h Rhodomontado's, the 
Vice of extravagant Exaggeration bcing too 
natural to that Nation. 

frl0 NT S.p RAT is a riling lofty DfJrription 

I Jill, in the very Middle of a fpacious Plain, 1 ~Ollt­
in the Principality of Cataio11ia, about feven era. 

Leagues difiant from J]arcelolza to the Wefi-
ward, fomewhat inclining to the North. 
At the very firO: Sight, its Oddnefs of ~'i-
gure promifes fomething extraordinary; and 
even at that Difiance the Profpett makes 
fomewhat of a grand Appearance: Hun-
dreds of afpiring Pyramids prefenting them-
felves all at once to the Eye, look if I 
may be allowed fo to fpeak, like a lim'" pe-
trify'd Forrell; or, rather, like the awful 
R.uins of fome capacious StruCture, the La-
bour of venerable Antiquity. The nearer 
you approach the more it afietts; but till 
you are very Ilear you can hardly form in 
your .Mind any thing like what you find it 
w~ you come clofe to it. Till jun: upon 
it . ou would imagine it a perfect Hill of 
St epIes; but fo intermingled with Trees of 
~gnitude, as' well as .Beauty, that your 
Admiration can never be tir'd, or your Cu-

(xiolity furfeited. Such I found it on my Ap­
proach; 
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proach ; yet much lefs than what 1 found it, 
was fo foon as I cnter'd upon the very' Pre­
milfes. 

Now that fiupendious Cluller of Pyra..., 
mids affeaed me in a Manner different to all 
before; and I found it fo finely group'd with 
vcrdan~ Groves, and here and there inter­
fpers'd with afpiring, but folitary Trees, 
that it no way lefiened my Admiration, 
while it increafed my Delight. ThofeTrees, 
which I call folitary, as {landing lingle, in 
oppolition to the numerous Groves, which 
are clofe and thick (as I obferv'd when I 
afcended ti);(ftake a View of the feveral 
Cells) rife generally out of the very Clefts 
of the main Rock, with nothing, to Ap­
pearance, but a Soil or Bed of Stone for 
their Nurture. But though fome few Na­
turalifis may aifert, that the Nitre in the 
Stone ..... may afford a due Proportion of Nou..., 
rdhment to Trees and Vegetables; there, 
in my Opinion, were all too beautiful, their 
:Bark, Leaf, and Flowers, carry'd too fair 
a. Face of Health, to allow them even to be 
the Follcr-children of Rock and Stone only. 

UPON this Hi.lI, or if you pleafe, Grove 
of RQcks, are thirteen Hermits Crlis, ~e 
Jail: of which lies near the very Sum \it. 
You gradually advance to everyone, fr : l~ 
:Bottom to Top, by :l winding Afcen ' ; 
\\' hich to do WQuld otherwife be irnpolIibl ~ 
by rea1~1l1 Qf the St~el?ne(s.i. bLlt tb.Ou~h the~C(~' 

IS. 
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is a \f1nding Afcent to every Cell, as I have 
faid, I would yet fet at defiance the moft 
IIf)bfervant, if a Stranger, to find it feafible 
to vifit them in order, if not precaution'dto 
follow t~ poor J1origo) or old Afs, that 
with Paniers hanging on each Side of him, 
mounts regularly, and daily, up to every 
partic.ular Cell. The Manner is as fol ... 
lows: 

IN the Paniers there are thirteen Parti­
tions ; one for every Cell. At the Hour ap­
pointed, the Servant having plac'd the Pa­
niers on his Back, the Afs, of ~imfelf, goes 
to the Door of the Convent at4'«C very I:"oot 
of the Hill, where every Part,ition is fup. 
ply'd with their feveral Allowances of Vi­
Ctuals and Wille. Which, as foon as he 
has receiv'd, without any further Atten­
dance', or any Guide, he mounts and takes 
the Cells gradually,· in their due ~urfe) 
till he reaches the very upperman. Where 
having difcharg'd his Duty, he defcends 
the fame Way, lighter by the Load he 
carry'd up. This the poor flupid Drudge 
fails not to do, Day and Night, at the: 
ftied Hours. . 

, wo Gentlemen, who had join'd me on 
t Road, alike led by Curiofity, feem'd 
.Hke delighted, that ~1l.c End of it was fa 
jVcl.l· anfwert~ I could eafily difcover in 
their Countenances a SatisfaCtion, which, jf 
~t did ~ot give a San6tion to my own, much 

COl!· 
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confirm'd it~ while they feem'd to alIo'" with 
me that thefe reverend Solitaries were truly 
happy Men: I then thought them fuch ; ana 
a thoufand times fince, refletting within my 
felf, have wifu'd, bating their Etrors, and 
leffer Superibtlons, my felf as happily fia­
tion'd :. For what can there be wanting to 
a happy Life, \vhere all things nccdfaryare 
provided without Care 2 Where the Days, 
without Anxiety or TroubleE, may be grate­
fully pafied away, with an innocent Va­
riety of diverting and plcafing Objects, and 
where their Sleeps and Slumbers are never 
interrupted with any thing more offen five, 
than murmuring Springs, natural Cafcade~, 
or the various ~ongs of the pretty fcath!::r'd 
Quirifiers. 

BUT their Courtefy to Strangers is no lefs 
engaging than their Solitude. A redufe 
I,ife, FOr the Fruits of it, generally fpeaking, 
produces Morofenefs; Pharifaical Pride too 
often fOLlfS the Temper; and a mifiaken o­
pinion of their own Merit too naturally leads 
fuch Men into a Contempt of others: But 
on the contrary, thefe good Men (for I · 
mufl: call them as I thought them) feern'd 
to me the very Emblems of Innocence~o 
ready to oblige others, that at the fame . ­
Hant they feern'd laying Obligations up n 
thcmtclves. This is felf-evident; in 
A ffilbility and Complaifance they ufe in 
ihewing the Rarities of their feveral Cells; 

1 wher,e-, 
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whe~, for fear you fhould flip any thing 
worthy Obfervation, they endeavour to in­
-flil in you as quick a Propenfity of asking, 
as you find in them a prompt A lacrity ill 
anfwerin~ fuch Qllefrions of Curiolity as 
their own have infpir'd. 

IN particular, I remember one of thofe 
reverend old Men, when we were taking 
Leave at the poor of his Cell, to which 
out of his great Civility he accompany'd us, 
finding by the Air of our Faces, as well as 
our E xprelIions, that we thought OUf felves 
pleafingly entertain'd; to divert us afreili, 
advanc'd a few Paces from the Door, when 
giving a Whifile with his Mouth, a fur­
prizing Flock of pretty little Birds, varie­
gated, and of different Colours, immediate­
ly flock'd around him. Here you iliouId 
fee fome alighting upon his Shoulde~ fome 
on his awful Beard; others took Retuge on 
his fnow-like Head, and many feeding: and 
more endeavouring to feed Ollt of his Mouth; 
each appearing emulous and under an inno­
cent Contention, how bell: to exprefs their 
Love and Refpett to their no lefs pleafed 
M~er. 
~~R did the ot~er Cells labour under ~ny 

Df/hclellCY of VarIety: Everyone boafimg 
in'fome particubr, that might difiinguith it 
jJt fomething equally agreeable and enter­
taining. Neverthelefs, cryll:al Springs 
{pouting from the (olid Rocks were, from 

the 
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the higheft to the lowefr, common to· them 
all; and, in mon of them, they had ' little 
brafs Cocks, out of which, when turn'd, 
iffu' d the moft cool and cryftalline Flows of 
excellent pure Water. And yet .:.vhatmore 
affeCted me, and which I found near more 
Cells than onc, was the natural Cafcades 
of the fame tranfparent Element; thefe 
falling from one Rock to another, in that 
warm, or rather hot Climate, gave not 
more delightful Aftonil11mentto the Eye, 
than they afforded grateful Refrefhment to 
the whole Man. The Streams falling from 
thefe, foften, from a rougher tumultuous 
Noife, into fuch affeCting Murmurs, by 
Difiance, the Intervention of Groves, or 
neighbouring Rocks, that it were impoffible 
to fce or hear them and not be charmjd. 

NEITHER are thofe Groves grateful only 
in a ~autiful Verdure; Nature renders them 
otherwife delightful, in loading them with 
Cluftcrs of Berries of a perfeCt fcarlet Co­
lour, which, by a beautiful Intermixture, 
ftrike the Eye with additional Delight. In 
filort, it might nonplus a Perf on of the 
niceft Tafte, to difimguiili or deterll\:ne, . 
whether the Neatnefs of their CeUs w~ hio, 
or the beauteous Varieties without, ~oft 
exhauft his Admiration. Nor is the Whole; 
in my Opinion, a little advantag'd by t~e 
frequent View of fome of thofe pyramidical 
Pillars, which feern, ~s weary of their own 

Wejght~ 
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WeiBht, to recline and feek Support from 
others in the Neighbourhood. 

WHEN 1 mention'd the outfide Beauties 
of their Cells, I mull be thought to have for­
got to pacticularize the glorious Profpetts 
prefented to your Eye from everyone of 
them; but efpecially from that nea(eft the 
Summit. A Profped, by reafon of the 
Purity of the Air, fo extenfive, and fo very 
entertaining, tnat to dilate upon it properly 
to one that never faw it~ would baffle Cre· 
dit; and naturally to depaint it, would 
confound Invention. I therefore ihall only 
fay, that on the Mediterral1can Side, after 
an agreeable Interval of fome fair Leagues) 
it will fet at defiance the ftrongeft Opticks ; 
and although JJarcelona bounds it on the 
J,and, the Eyes are feafted with the De­
lights of fuch an intervening. C:;ha.1JlpiQJl 
(where beauteous Nature does nlSr only 
fmile, but riot) that the Senfe mufi be very 
temperate, or very weak) that can be foon 
or cafily fatisfy'd. 

H A V I N G thus taken a View of all their 
.refrdhing Springs, their grateful Groves, 
a~ folitary Shades under jingle Trees, 
,":!:~fe elufiers prov'd that even Rocks were 
grrJwl1 fruitful; and having ran over aU 
the Variety of Pleafures in their feveral 
pretty Cells, decently fet off with Gardens 
round them, equally fragrant and heautiful, 
we were brought down again to the Con-

2 vent, 
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vent, which, though , on a frnaU ¥cent, . 
lies very near the Foot of this terrefirial Pa-' 
radife, there to take a Survey of theip 
fumptuous Hall, much more fumptuous 
Chapel, and its adjoining Repofitory; 
and feaH: our Eyes with Wonders of a dif­
ferent Nature; and yet as entertaining as 
any, or all, we had feen before. 

IMMEDIATELY on our D~fcent, a Prieft 
prefented himfelf at the Door of the Con­
vent, ready to fhew us the hidden Rarities. 
And though, as I underfiood, hardly a Day 
paffes without the Refort of fome Strangers 
to gratify their Curiofity with the Wonders 
of the Place; yet is there, on every fuch 
Occafion, a fuperior Concourfe of Natives 
ready to fee over again, out of meer Bigo­
try and Superfiition, what they have feen, 
perha.e.s, II hmldred times before. I could 
not avoid taki"g norier, however, that the 
Priefi treated; thofe confiant Vilitants with 
much lefs Ceremony, or more :Freedom, if 
you plrafc, than any of the Strangers of 
what Nation foever; Of, indeed, he feem'd 
to take as much Pains to difoblige thofe, as 
he did Pleafure in obliging us. 

T 1-1 E Hall was neat, large and fiatd':ly ; 
but being plain and unadorn'd with more 
than decent Decorations, fuitable to fuch a 
Society, I hafien to the other. 

W HEN we enter'd the Chapel, our 
Eyes were immediately attraCted by the 

Image 
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Image of our Lady of M011tferat (as th~y 
call it) which frands over the Altar-Piece. 't is about the natural Stature; btlt as black 
and fhiniqg as Ebony it felf. Molt would 
imagine it made of that Material; though 
her Retinue and Adorers will allow Ilothing 
of the Matter. On the contrary, Tradi­
tion, which with them is, on fome Occa­
{ions, more than tantamount to Religion, 
has a{fur'd them, and they relate it as un­
dO~lbted Matter of FaCt, that her prefent 
Colour, if I may fa call it, proceeded from 
her Concealment, in the Time of the Jdoors, 
between thofe two R09~~ on which the 
Chapel is founded; and 'that. her long lying 
in that difmal Place chang'd h~ once love­
ly 'Vhite into its prefent oppo~e. Would 
not a Heretick here be aPt~fc That it 
was great pity that an Ima . e whf . fiill 
boafis the Power of aCting fa ny Miracles, 
could no better confervc- er own Com­
plexion 2 At leaR it mull be allow'd, even 
by a good Catholick, to carry along with 
it Matter of Reproach to the fair Ladies, 
~a~' es of the Country, for their unnatural 
~nd ',xceffi ve AffeCtion of adulterating, if 
not aefacing, their beautiful Faces, with 
the r.uinating Dauberies of Carmilze ? 

As the Cufrom of the Place is (which is 
likewife allow'd to be a diftinguifiling Piece 
of Civility to Strangers) when we approach 
the black Lady (who, I thould have told 
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you, bears a Child in her Arms; but~whe .. 
ther maternally Black, or of the Mulatto 
Kind, I proten I did not mind) the Priefi';' 
in great Civility, offers you her Arm to fa­
lute; at which JunCture, I, like' true blue 
Protefrant, mifraking my Vii ord of Com­
mand; fell foul on the fair Lady's Face. 
The Difpleafure in his Countenance (for he 
took more Notice of the Rudenefs than the 
good Lady her felf) foon convinc'd me of 
my Error: However, as a greater Token 
of his Civility, having admitted no Spa-
1ziards along with my Companions and me, 
it pafs'd off the better; and his after Civi. 
lities manifefied;'t'hat he was willing to re­
form my Ir;r....;:·rance by his Complaifaoce. 

To dem~llitrate which, upon my telling 
him that 1 L 'lad a Set of Beads, which I 
mu~, ::'lltreat ilhim to confecrate for me, he 
readily, nay!eagerly comply'd; and having 
hung them 'O~1 her Arm for the Space of 
about half, or fomewhat filOrt of a whole 
Minute, he return'd me the holy Baubles 
with a great deal of Addrefs and moll: evi­
dent SatisfaCtion. The Reader will be api. 
to admire at this curious Piece of SU'Jerfii­
non of mine, till I have told him, tha.t even 
rigid ProtcUants have, in this Country, 
thought it but prudent to do the like; and 
likewife having fo done, to carry them a­
Dout their Perfons, or in their Pockets: For 
Experience has convinc'd us of the Necefiity 
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of this moll: Catholick Precaution j fince 
thore who have here, travelling or other­
wife, come to their Ends, whether by Ac­
cident, Sicknefs, or the Courfe of Nature, 
not havmg thefe fanetifying Seals found up­
on them, have ever been refus'd Chrifhan 
Burial, under a fuperfiitious Imagination, 
that the Corps of a Heretick will infeCt 
every thing near it. 

Two Inftances of this kind fell within my 
Knowledge; one before I came to M071t(crat, 
the other after. The firll: was of one' SItt11t, 
who had been :Bombardier at MOlljoztick, 
but being kill'd while we lay at Campilio, 
a Priefi, whom I adv~·s.;d with upon the 
Matter, told me, that if he ould be buried 
where any Corn grew, his y would not 
only be taken up again, bllt . 1 treated, in 
revenge of the Ddl:ruaion o~o ch Corn, 
which the People would on 0 accolTht be 
perfuaded to touch; f<?!~~lv. Ii Reafon we 
took care to have him lay d in a very deep 
Grave, on a very barren Spot of Ground; 
The other wa; of one Captain Jjztjb, who 
·was a Prifol1er with me on the Surrender of 
~ia; who being fent, as I was afterwards, 
to 0aint Clemente fa Ma11cha, there dy'd; 
and, as 1 was inform'd. tho" he was private­
ly, and by Night, bury'd ill a Corn-Field, he 
was taken out of his Grave by thofe fuper-
1l:itious People, as foon as ever they could 
difcover the Place where his Body was de-
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pnfited.But I return to the Convent at 
.. ~ont/er{1t. 

OUT of the Chapel, behind the High­
Altar, we defcended into a fpacious Room, 
the Repo(itory of the great Offerings made 
to the Lady. Here, though .I thought ill 
the Ch<\.pd it felf I had fcen the Riches of 
the U niverfe) I found a prodigious Quan­
tity of more coeUy Prefcnts, the fupt'rfii­
tious Tribute of moO: of the Roman-Catho­
lick Princes in Europe. Among a Multi­
tude of others, they {how'd me a Sword 
fet with Diamonds, the Offering of Cbarles 
the Third, then King of Spai1t, but now 
Emperor of G er."Mal1J. Though I mllfi 
confer." bein~r<t Heretick, I could much 
ea1icr find a 1'f.{afon for a fair Lady's pre­
fenting fuchj1 Sword to a King of Spahr, 
than for ::J;.<t~in[~ of Spain's prefenting fuch a 
Sword t~ a fai~' Lady: And by the Motto 
upon it, PZt!c/J.;(tL!/l'f!Zel1 nigra, it was plain 
illch was his Opinion. T'hat Prince was fo 
delighted with the Pleafures of tl:ris fweet 
Place, that he, as well as J, fiay'd as long 
as ever he could; though neither of us fOo 
long as either could have willi'd. 

BUT there was another Offering fr'm a 
King of Portttgal, equally glorious ~d 
cofily; but much better adapted; and 
therefore in its Propriety eafier to be ac­
counted for. That was a Glory for the 
Head of her L'\,dHhip, every Ray of which 
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\vas.fd with Diamonds, large at the Bot­
tom) and gradually ieHening to the very 

-Extremity of every Ray. Each Ray might 
be about half a Yard long; and I lInagin'd 
in the Whole there mi~ht· be about onc 
Hundred of them. In Hlort, if ever her 
Ladifhip did the Offerer the Honour to pllr 
it on, I will, though a Heretick, venture to 
aver, fhe did not at that prefent time look 
like a humane Creature. . 

To enumerate the reft) if my Memory 
would fufficf.', would exceed Belief. As the 
upper Part was a plain Miracle of Nature, 
the lower was a compleat Treafury of mira~ 
culous Art. 

h you afcend from the' ··~,,·ell: Cell to 
the very Summit, the lafl: of at the thirteen, 
you will perceive a conrint¥l . ontention 
between Pleafure and Devotioin; an at laft, 
Iperhaps, find your felf at a )Lofs to decide 
which deferves the Preheminence: },'or you 
are not here to take Cells in the vulgar Ac­
ceptation) as the little DOffi1itories of foH­
tary Monks: No! Neatnefs, U fe, and 
~trivance appear in everyone of them; 
and ~hol1gh in an almofi: perfett Equality, 
yet in fuch Perfection, that you will find it 
difficult to difcover in anyone of them any 
thing wanting to the Pleafure of Life. 

IF you defcend to the Convent near the 
Foot of that venerable Hill; you may fee 
more, much more of the Riches of the 
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'Volorld; but lefs, far lefs Appearance ~f a.1 

cclcftial Treafure. Perhaps, it might be 
only the Sentiment of a Heretick; but that 
Awe and Devotion, which I found in my 
Attendant from Cell to Cell grew"languid, 
and loa in meer empty Bigotry and foggy 
Superfii'tion, when I came below. In iliort, 
there was not a greater Difference in their 
Hei.::.hts, than in the Sentiments they in­
fpir'd me with. 

BEFORE I kave this Emblem of the bea­
tifick Vifion, I muD: correCt fome thing 
like a Mifiake, as to the poor 13prigo. ~ 
{aid at the Beginliing that his Labour was 
daily; but the S'lmtiay is to him a Day of 
relt, as it is J:.f?'')4C Hermits, his Malters, a 
Day of Rel{ihon. For to fave th~ poor 
faithful Bql(C ,~he hard Drudgery of that 
Day,. t~~thirteel1 Hermits, if Health per. 
mit, defcend: to their CCX110biztrl1, as they 
~all jt ; that is; to the Hall of the Convent > 
'\\'bcre they dine in common with the Monks 
9f the Order, who arc :Bencdiffillu. 

AFTER feven Days Variety of fuch in­
nocent Delight (the Space allow'd for !b.c.: 
Entertainment of Strangers) I took/my 
Leave of this pacifick Hermitage, to purfue 
the more boilterous Duties of my Calling. 
The Life of a Soldier is in every Refpett 
the full A1Ztithcjis to that of a Hermit; and 
I know not t \\i hether it might not be a Senfe. 
rofthatl which infiJir'd me with very grea t : 

Re-. 



[ ~jl ] 
ReiuCtancy at parting. I confers, while 
'on the Spot, lover and over bandy'd in my 
Mind the Reafons which might prevail 
upon Charles the Fifth to relinquiih his 
Crown;:. and the Arguments on his Side 
never faiI'd of Energy, when I could per­
fuade my felf that this, or fome like happy 
Retreat, was the Reward of abdicated Em­
pIre. 

FUL L of there Contemplations (for they 
laficd there) I arriv'd at :Baree/of1a; where 
I found a Vdfel ready to fail, on which I 
cmbark'd for VCllia, in purfuance of my 
Orders. Sailing to the Mouth of the Mcdi­
terrallCal1, no Place along the ChrijtiafJ 
Shore affords a Profpca't:i..ually delightful 
with the Cafile of Ve1l1(~;~It was never 
defign'd for a Place of great trength, be­
ing built, and firfl: dcfign'd, ~ a Seat of 
Pleafure to the Great Duke of Je 4. In 
that Family it many Years remain'd ; tho~~ 
within lefs than a Century, that with two 
other Dukedoms, have devolv'd upon the 
Famjly of the Duke de lrIedina Celi, the 
richeft SubjeCt at this time in all SpailJ. 

OJ EN 1 A was the firO: Town, that, iiI 
DU1\ Way to cearce/011a) declar'd for King 
Charles; and was then by his Order made 
a Garrifon. The Town is but fmall, and 
furrounded with a thinW all; fo thin, 
that I have known a Cannon-Ball pierce 
~h~ough it at once. 
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\\Tn EN I arriv'd at Venia, 1 fOUM a 

Spa12i(lrd Governor of the Town, whoiC 
Name has ilipt my Memory; tho' his Be­
haviuur merited everlafiing Annals. Major 
Perci'l)(d, an Englijhman, commi\nded in 
the Came, and on my coming there, I un­
dcrfiood, it bad been agreed between 'em, 
that inc cafe of a Siege, which they appre­
hended, the Town llJOuld be defended 
wholly by SpmtiardJ, and the Came 
by the Ellglijb. 

I had fcaree been there three"\\T ecks bc~ 
fOfe thofe Expectations were anlwered. The 
l)lace was invefied by Count 'IJ' A/felt, and 
Major General J1aho12i; two Days after 
which, they opf:ui"d Trenches on the Eaft 
Side of the 'I~':'l!i. I was neeelIitated upon 
their fo doin~'-to order the Demolifhr.acnt 
of fome H<r'ilCs ort that Side, that 1 might 
ereCt a J'fattery to point upon their Trenches, 
the better to annoy them. I did fo; and 
it did the intended Service; for with that, 
and two others, whieh I rais'd upon the 
Cafile (from all which we £lr'd inceif~ntly, 
and with great Succcfs) the Befiegers were 
fufllcicntly incommoded. 

THE Governor of the Town (a S!,a11i:wd 
as I faid before, and \virh a Spanijb Garri­
fan) bchav'd very gallantly; infomuch, 
that what was faid of the IJrince of HeJfo, 
when he fo bravely defended Gibraltar 
againft the joint F'orces of Fra1Jcc and 
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-&a;n, might be faid of him, that he was 
\iovernor, Engineer~ Gunner, and Bom­
.bkdier all in 'one: For no Man could ex­
ceed him, either in Conduct or Courage; 
nor were. the Spa11iards under him lefs va­
liant or vigilant: For in cafe the Place was 
taken, ex petting but indifferent Quarter, 
they fought with Bravery, and defended the 
Place to Admiratiou. 

TH E Enemy had anfwer'd ollr Fire with 
all the Ardour imaginable; and having 
made a Breach, that, as we thought was 
praCticable, a Storm was expeCted every 
Hour. Preparing againfi which, to the 
great Joy of aU the Inh.abitlnts, and the 
Surprize of the whole G~!rOl1, and with­
out our being able to affigr~~'e Ieall Caufe, 
the Enemy fuddenly raifed .t~ Siege, and 
withdrew from a Place, which ~fe within 
imagined in great Danger. 

THE Siege thus abdicated (if I may ufe 
a modern Phrafe) I was refolved to im­
prove my Time, and make the bell Provifi­
on l/could againll any future Attack. To 

• that purpofe I made feveral new :Fortificati. 
~, together with proper Cafemets for 
our Powder, aU which render'd the Place 
mqch llronger, tho' Time too fiKJn {how'd 
me that Strength it felf mufi: y icld to For­
tune. 

SURVEYING thofeWorks, :'Ind my Work­
men, I was one Day fial1 clir g on t~e great 

J Battery, 
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Battery, when calling my Eye toward th,. 
JJarbary Coalt, I obferv'd an odd fort ).;f 
grceniili Cloud making to the SPt11~~ 
Shoar. Not like other Clouds with Rapi­
dity or Swiftnefs; but with a Motion fo 
flow) that Sight itfelf was a long tiP1e be. 
fore it \\7ould allow it fuch. At lail, it 
came jUfi: over my Head, and interpoiing 
between the Sun and me, fo thickned th.e 
Air, that I had loft the very Sight of Day. 
At this moment it had reach'd the Land; 
a,nd tho' very near me in my Imagination, it 
began to diifolve, and lofe of its firft Te­
ncbrity, when all on a fudden there fell 
filch a van multitude of Locufrs, as exceed­
ed the thicken fi.q(m of Hail or Snow that I 
ever faw. A.~I"lround me was immediately 
covcr'd withthofe crauling Creatures; and 
they yet cQ:ltinu'd to fall fo thick, that with 
the f'wj)lg of my Cane 1 knock'd dOWll 
thoufauds. It is fcarce im{,~y ;-,able the Ha­
vock I made in a very little fpace of time;. 
much lefs conceivable is the horrid Defola­
tion which attended the Vjiitation Of ,thofe 
Auima/cu/cl. There was not in a Day or 
two's time, the leaft I.eaf to be feen upr;:t 
a Tree, nor any green Thing in a Gar<::en. 
Nature feem'd buried in her own Ruins; 
.~pd the vegetable World to be Supporters 
only to her Monument. I never raw the 
hardefi Winter, in thofe Parts, attended 
with any equal Defolation.. 'Vhen J glut~ 

ton 
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~
llke, they had devour'd all that fuould 

he' fuftained them, and the more valuable 
,i>a of God's Creation (whether weary 
with gorging, or over thirfty with devour­
ing, I leave to Philofophers) they made to 
Ponds, Brooks, and £landing Pools) there 
revenging their own Rape upon NatlU'c, up­
on their own vile Carkaifes. In every of 
thefe you might fee thcm lie in Heaps like 
little Hills; drown'd indecd, but attended 
with Stenches fo noifome, that it gave the 
dl£lracted Neighbourhood too great Reafon 
to apprehend yet more fatal Confequences. 
A Peftilentiallnfection is the Dread of every 
l)lace, but efpecially of all Parts upon theMe­
diterraneal1. The Priefts\; ercfore repair'd 
to a little Chapel, built in ;: open Fields; 
to be made ufe of on fuch Ii Occafions, 
there to deprecate the mifcrab ~aufe of 
this dreadful Vilitation. In a Week's -time. 
(or there abouts, the Stench wa.s over, and 
(every Thing but verdant Nature in its 
~prifiin Order. 

S v;~ E few Months after this, and about Denia he­

~t Months from the former Siege, CountJie{ed ad 
A/felt caus'd Vmia to be again inveft- ~:k:n.Rn 

ed; and being then fenlible of all the Miftakes 
he had before committed, he now went about 
his BU[llleCs with more Regularity and Dif­
cretiol1. The firft Thing h~ fet upon, and 
it was the wifefi Thing he could do, was to 
cutoff our Communic~tion with the Sea .. 

This 
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This he did, and tlv.reby obtained what ~, e 
much defired. Next, he caus'J his Fit~ 
teries to be eretted on the Weft fide (;;"thc 
Town, from which he ply'd it fo furiouOy, 
that in five Days time a pratticab1e Breach 
was m~de; ,upon which they fiorm'd and 
took it.. The Governor, who had fobrave­
Iy defended it in the' former Seige, fortu­
nately for him, had been remov'd ; and 
Francis Valero, now in his Place, was 
made Prifoner of War with all his Garrifon. 

AFTER the taking the Town, theyerett. 
ed Batteries againfi the Cafik, which they 
kept ply'd with incdl'imt Fire, both from 
Cannon and Mor,tars. But what moll of 
all plagu'd us, ~tl did us moll: Mifchief, was 
the vall: fho\f~s of Stones fent among the 
Garrifon fr<i.n their Mortars. Thefe, ter­
rible ip ~~lk and Size, did more Execution 
than ' all the reft put together. The Gar­
rifon could not avoid being fomewhat dif­
heartened at this uncommon way of Ren-' 
counter; Jyet, to a Man, declar'd'againfi 
hearkening to any Propofals of Surrender, 
the Governor excepted; who having fele&~ 
cd more Treafure than he could properly, 
cr jufiJy call his own, was the only Perfon 
that feem'd forward for fuch a Motion. He 
had more than once thrown out Expreflions 
of fueh a Nature, but without any EffeCt. 
Neverthelefs, having at laft fecretly obtain­
ed a peculiar Capitulation for himfelf, Bag, 

and 
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~ . d Dllggage ; the Garrifon was fac~iflc'd to 
hI private lntereft, and bafelyglVen up 
:Uri ers of \Var. By thefe .Means indeed 
he fa d his Money, but loft his Reputati­
on ; and fC!)Ol1 after, Life it felf. And fure 
every Body will aHo\\7 the latter lou to be 
leafr, who will take Pains to coofider, 
that it fcreen'd him from the confequential 
Scrutinies of a Council of War, which mull: 
have iffued as the jufi Reward of his Deme­
rits. 

THE Garrifon being thus unaccountably de­
livered up and made Prifoners, were difperf­
cd different Ways: Some into Ca/fi/c, others 
as far as Oviedo, in the Kingdom of Leon. 
For my own· part, having received a Contu­
lion in my Breafr; I was under a ne­
cefIity of being left behind with t:he Enemy, 
till I ihould be in a Condition to be. re­
mov'd, and when that time came, I found 

I
o y felf agreeably ordered to Va/e1/cia. 

As a Prifoner of War I mull now bid a­
ieu to ;he active Part of the military Life; 
nd~e(eafter concern my felf with Defcrip­Ss of Countries, Towns, Palaces, and 

,- . J, infread of Battles. However, if I 
take in my way Actions of "Var, founded 
on the beft Authorities, 1 hope my Interfper­
fing fuch Wil~fible Mno difadvantage to my 
now more paCl CK f. M U J R s. 

So foon as I arriv'd at Valmcia, -I wrote 
to our Pay-mailer Mr. ftitad, at J](frcelOl1{!) 

letting 
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letting him know, that I was becdme.".,. 
Prifoner, wounded, and in want of Moir. 
Nor could even all thofe CircumfF .. lccs 
prevail on me to think it long before(he re­
turned a favourable Anfwer, in aa Order to 
Monlie~r Zottlicafre, a Banker, to pay me 
on Sight fifty Piftoles. But in the fame Le.t­
ter he gave me to under1l:and, that thofe 
fifty Piftoles were a Prefent to me from Ge­
neral (afterwards Earl) Sta1zhope i and fo 
indeed I found it, when I return'd into 
E1Zg1a1zd, my Account not being charged 
with any part of it: But this was not the 
only Tell: I received of that generous Earl's 
Generolity. And where's the Wonder, as 
the \Vorld is compell'd to own, that Hero­
ick ACtions and Largenefs of Soul ever did 
difcover and amply diftinguifu the genuine 
Branches of that illuftrious Family. 

T HIS Recruit to me however was the 
more generous for being feaionable. Bene-I 
fits are always doubled in their being eafiiy, 
confcrr'd and well tim'd ; and withfuch an' 
Allowance as I conftantl y had by the ~der 
of King Philip, as Prifoner of War, ;d~.\ 
ejghteen Ounces of Mutton per diem :011 
my felf, and nine for my Man, with Bread 
and Wine in proportion, and efpecially in 
fuch a Situation; all this I fay was fufficient 
to invite a Man to be eafy) and almoft for­
get his want of Liberty, and much more 
fo to me, if it be conlider'd, that) that want 

, of 
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~
L!bertY conftfted only in being debarr'd 

1 . leaving the pleafanteft City in aU 
~p.' . 

HERE I met with the Frmcb Engineer, 
who made the Mine under the Rock of the 
Cafile at Alical1t. That fatal Mine, 'which 
blew up General RichCf;Pds, CoIOl~el Sy·' 
burg, Colunel T'ho~1ftcroft, and at leaf\; 
twenty more Officers. And yet by the Ac­
count, that Engineer gave me, their Fate 
was their own chooting = The General, 
who commanded at that Siege being more 
indufirious to fave them, than they were 
to be fav'd: He endeavour'd it many \vays : 
He fent them word of the Mine, and their 
readinefs to fpring it; he over and over 
fent them Offers of Leave to come, and 
take a view of it, and infpeCt it: Notwith­
flanding all which, tho' Colonel T'horlli­
croft, and Captain Page, a Frellch ~ngi. 
neer, in the Service of Kng Chtzrler, pur­
fued the Invitation, and were permitted to 
view j1, yet would they not believe; but 
rep9rted on their Return, that it \vas a 
~am Mine, a feint only to intimidate 'em 
ff,. a Surrender, all the Bags being fill'd 
\vith Sand infiead of Gunpowder • 
..J.,THF. very Day on which the Beliegcrs 
delign'd to fpring the Mine, they gave No­
tice of it; and the Per'plc of the Neigh­
bom"hood ran lip in Crowds to an oppofite 
Hill in order to fee it: l',cverthelefs, altho' 

- thofc 



[ ~40 1 
thore in the CalHe faw all this, they fiig 
remain'd fo infatuated, as to imagine it ,ill 
done only to affright 'em. At 1cngt~'the 
fatal Mine was fprung, and all. who were 
upon that Battery loft their Lives; and a­
mong them thore I firfi mentioned. The 
very l~ecital hereof made me think within 
my felf, who Call rcJijl his Fate? 

T HAT Engineer added further, that it 
was with an incredible Difficulty, that he 
prepar'd that Mine; that there were in the 
Concavity thirteen hundred Barrels of 
Powder; notwithfianding which, it made 
no great Noife without, whatever it might 
do inwardly; that only taking away what 
might be not improperly term'd an Ex-cre­
fcence in the Rock, the Heave on the 
Blaft had render'd the Cafrle rather {hunger 
on that Side than it was before, a Cre­
vice or Crack which had often occafioned 
Apprehcnfions being thereby wholly clos'd 
and firm. 

S 0 ME further Particulars I foon after 
had from Colonel S)'bzt1~g' s Gentleman; 
who feeing me at the Play-houfe, chpL:~ 
lenged me, tho' at that Time LJnkl1o'~n 
to me. He told me, that the Night pre­
ceeding the unfortunate Catafirophe . of his 
Mafier, he was waiting ori him in the 
Cafemet, where he obferved, fometime 
before the rea of the Company took notice 
of jt~ that General Ricbards appeared 

very 
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~
y renlive and thoughtful, that the whoI~ 

'oht lOl1~ he was pefier'd with, and could 
flO oet rid of a great Flie, which was per­
petua y buzzing about his Ears and Head~ 
to the vexation and difrurbance of the reU: 
of the Company, as well as the General 
himfdf; that in the Morning, whcll they 
went upon the Battery, under which the 
Mine was, the General made many offers 
of going off; but Colonel Syburg, who was 
got a little merry, and the rt:1~ out of a 
Bravado, would fray, and would not let 
the General frir; that at lafl: it was pro­
pos'd by Colonel Sybztrg to have the other 
two Bottlt!s to the Queen's Health, after 
which he promifed they would aU go off 
together. 

UPON this my Relator, Sybzerg"s Gentle ... 
man, faid, he was fent to fetch the fl:ipllla­
ted two Bottles; returning with w1'lich i 

Captain 'Daniel f;1'em:er, within thirty or 
forty Yards of the Battery, ran by hila, 
vowing" he \vas refolv'd to drink th~ 
Qlcer,"s Health with them; but his Feet 
\vt:re fcaree on the Battery, when the Mine 
~s fprung, which took him away with 
,the refl: of the Company; while Major 
Ilarding now a Jufrice in H'ejlmin/ter com· 
ing that very Moment off Duty,,1exchang'd 
Fates. 

1 F Predefl:ination, in the Eyes of many, 
iii all unaccountable DoCtrine, what better 

II )\ccount 
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Account can the wifefr give of this FataHt~ l' 
Or to what eIfe fuall we impute theIif,t:<: 
of this whole Tranfatl:ion? That Men ~an. 
be folicited to their Safety ; fuffered to fur­
vey the Danger they were threatened with; 
among many other Tokens of its approach­
ing Certainty, fee fuch a Concourfe of Peo­
ple crowding to be Spetl:ators of their im­
pending Catafrrophe ; and after all this, fo 
infatuated to fray on the fatal Spot the 
fetching up of the other two Bottles; what­
ever it may to fuch as never think, to fuch 
as plead an ufe of Reaion, it mufr admini­
fier Matter worthy of the fcdatcft Confide­
ration. 

BEn~G now pretty well recover'd of my 
Wounds, I was by Order of the Governor 
of Valencia, removed to Saime C1emmte de 
la Mancha, a Town fomewhat more Inland, 
and confequcntly efieem'd more feeure than 
a Semi-Seaport. Here I remain'd under a 
fort of Pilgrimage upwards of three Years. 
To me as a Stranger divefred of Acquain­
tance or 17riend (for at that infiant I was 
fole Prifoncr ther~) at nrfr it appear'd ruc~ 
thQ'in a very fmall compafs of Time, " 
luckily found it made quite otherwife by 
an agreeable Converfation. 

SA [Nr B Clemmte de III Mancha; 
is rendered famous by the renown'd V01Z 

Michael Cer~ia?ltes, who in his facetious 
but fatyrical Romance) has fix'd it the 

~cat 
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!
~~~jx~~d Birth Plac(J of his Hero ~,t 

H E Gentlemen of this Place are the 
lea Priefi-ridden or Sons of Bigotry ~ of 
any that I met with in all Spain; of which 
in my Converfation with them I had daily 
Infiances. Among many orhcrs,an E"prefiion 
that fell from 'IJOfJ Felix P tlchec!', a Gentle­
man of the hen: Figure thereabout, and of a 
very plentiful }'ortunc, thall now fuffice. I 
was become very intimate with him; and 
we us'd often to converfe together with a 
Freedom too dangerous to b~ common in a 
Country fa enilav'd by the Inquilition. 
Asking me one Day in a fort of a jocofe 
manner, who, in my Opinion, had done the 
greatefi Miracles that ever were heard of ( 
I anfwer'd, Jefus Chrifi. "It is very true, 
" fays he, Jefus Chrifi did great Mi­
" racles, and a grcat aIle it was to fccti five 
" Thoufand People with two or thrte fmall 
" Fiflles, and a like number of Loaves: 
" But Saint Fra12cis, the :Founder of the 
" Francifcan Order, has found out a way 
" to ked daily one hundred Thoufans:l Lub­
·u. bards with nothing at all ; meaning the 
Fra"ci[canl, the Followers of SaintFral1cis, 
'who have .no vifthle Revenues; Jet in their 
way of Living come up to, if Jflcy do not 
t:Kceed .any 'other Order. 

ANOTHER. Day talking of the Place, it 
nacurally led us into a Difcourfe of the 
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Knight of la JrJtl11cha, 7)0'1 RfJixot.c IV: 
which time he told mr, that in his Opini~) 
that Work was a perfeCt Paradox, ~11g 
the beft and the worU Romance, that ever 
was wrote. "For, fays he, tho' it mull: 
" infallibly pleafe every Man, that has any 
.c tafte of Wit; ytt has it had fuch a fatal 
" EffeCt upon the Spirits of my Country­
" men, that every Man of 'Vit muft ever 
" refent j for, continu'd he, before the Ap­
C, pearance in the \Vodd of that Labour of 
" Ccr ft.'ia11tes, it was next to an Impoffibi­
" lity for a Man to walk the Streets with 
" any Delight, or without Danger. There 
" were fcen fo many Cavaliero's prancing 
" and curvetti:lg before the Windows of 
« their MiHrefks, that a Stranger would 
" have imagin'd the whole Nation to 
,~ have been nothing lefs than a Race of 
" Knight Errants. But after the \Vorld 
" became a little acquainted with that no· 
" table Hifiory; the Man that was feen 
" in that once celebrated Drapery, was 
" pointed at as a 'Don f2y,ixot, and found 
" hirnfelf the Jeft of High and Low. And 
" I verily believe, added he, that to tIifs, 
(t and this only we owe that dampnefs and 
" poveI\f'S of Spirit, which has run thro' all 
" our Ct)~mcils for a Century paft, fo little 
" agreeabk to thofe nobler Aaions of our 
~ famous Ancefrors. 

AFTER 
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APTER many of thefe lelfer forts of Con­

fi~l1CeS' 7)011 Felix recommended me to a 
L ingnext Door to his own. It was at 
a W J ow's, who had one only Daughter, 
her Houfe jufi oppofite to a Fra1Jci{caiz 
Nunnery. Here I remain'd fomewhat up­
wards of two Years; all which time~ lying 
in my Bed, I could hear the Nuns early in 
the Morning at their lYlatit1J, and late in 
the Evening at their 17e{pers, with Delight 
enough to my fdf) and without the lealt: 
Indecency in the W orId in my Thoughts of 
them. Their own Divine Employ too much 
employ'd every Faculty of mine to entertain 
any Thing inconfentaneous or offenfive. 

THIS my Neighbourhood to the Nunnery 
gave me an opportunity of feeing two Nuns 
invefied; and in this I mull: do a JuO:ice to 
the whole Country, to acknowledge, that a 
Stranger who is curious (1 would impLfte it 
rather to their hopes of CODverfion, than to 
their Vanity) fhall be admitted to much 
greater Freedoms in their religious Pagean­
tries, than any Native. 

ON E of thefe Nuns was of the firO: Quali- The man· 
" h" h d'd h C n~rofI"" ty" W IC ren er t e eremony more re. 'Utfting 

t,arkablY fine. The manner ofinveO:i g them.Nllnl. 
as thus: In the Morning her elations 

nd Friends all met at her Fath s Houfe; 
whence, fhe being attir'd in he mofi fump­
tuous Apparel, and a Coronet ac'd on her 
Head, they attended her, in 4valcade, to 
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the Nunnery, tire Streets and W.indow~ bt-( 
jng crowded,'and 6Ird · with· SpeCtators ~. 
all forts. 

So foon asfhe enter'd tl:teChapel bcfong­
in~ to the Nunnery, {he kneerd down, and 
WJth an appearance of much Devotion) fa­
luted the Ground; then riling up, file ad­
vanced a Step or two farther; when on her 
Knees {he repeated the Salutes: This done1be 
approached to the Altar, where file remain­
ed till Mafs was over: After which~ a Ser­
mon was preach '<1 by one of the Priefis in 
Praife, or rather in an exalted Preference 
of a lingle Life. The Sermon being over, the 
Nun eleCt fell down on her Knees before the 
Altar; and after fome1hort mental Orai­
fons, riling again, file withdrew into an in­
.per Room, where firipping off all her rich 
Attire, 1he put on her NUl'l'S We-ed's: In 
\vhich making her Appearance, fuc, again 
kneeling, oif{:r'd 'UP fome private Devotions; 
which being over) ilicwa's led to the Door 
~)f the Nunnery, where the Lady and the 
Iefi of the Nuns flood ready t{) receive her 
with open Arms. Thus enteed, the Nuns · 
conducted her into the ~\ire~ where after 
they ha~ ,cntertained her with SiAgillg, and 
playing u)(.on the Organ, the Ceremony 
concluded, ,nd every onedeparte~ to their 
proper Habit~tions~ . . 

THE very f.ame Day of the Year enfuing, 
t1~e RelatiPllSI and friends of the fair Novi~ 

~iate. 
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tiat, meet again in the Chapel of the Nun­
~ery, where the Lady Abbefs brings her 
~t) and delivers her to them. Then again is 
theh a Sermon preach'd on the fame SubjeCt 
as at firft; which being over, the is brought 
up to the Altar in a decent, but plain Drefs, 
the fine Apparel, which 1he put off on her 
Initiation, being depofited on one fide of the 
Altar, and her Nun's Weeds on the other. 
Here the Priefi in Latin cries, Utrum horum 
mavis, accipe: to which 1he anfwers, as 
her Inclination, or as her Infiruction directs 
her. If fur, after this her Year of Probation, 
fllOW any Diflikc, ihc is at Liberty to come 
again into the \Vorld: But if aw'd by Fear 
(as too often is the Cafe) or won by Ex­
pectation, or prefent real Inclination, 1he 
makes choice of the Nun's \Veeds, file is im­
mediately invefied, and muG: never expect to 
appear again in the World Oilt of the Walls 
of the Nunnery. The young Lady J thus 
faw invefied was very heautiful, and fang 
the beft of any in the Nunnery. 

THERE are in the Town three Nunneries, 
and a Convent to everyone of them; viz. 
one of '}e[ztits, one of Carmelites, and the 
other of Francifcal1s. Let me n t be fo 

'far miG:aken to have this taken b way of 
!.Reflection. No! Whatever fo' e of our 
Rakes of the Town may aifer I freely de­
clare, that I nC'ler faw in an of the Nun­
~cries (of which I have f(en 1 any both in 
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Spahl and other P~lrts of the Worid) "an~ 
thing like indecent Behaviour, that mig~ 
give occa{ion for Satyr or Diiefi:eem. )t" js 
true, there may be Accidents, that may 
lead to a Millnterprctation ; of which I re­
member a very unto\rard InHancc in Ali-
ral1t. • 

W HEN the E11glijh rOfeeS firfi laid 
Siege to that Town, the Priefis, who 
were appn:henfive of it, having heen long 
fince made fcnlible of the profound Regard 
to Chafiity and I\'lod(~fiy of us Hercticks, by 
the ignominious Behaviour of certain Officers 
at Rota and Porta St. ~1aria, the Prieiis, 
I f.'1y, had taken care to fend away privately 
all the Nuns to .lI-itljorCtl. But that the He­
rctick Invaders might have no Jealoufy Gf it, 
the fair Curte'!:CI11s of the Town were aJll;it­
t~d to filpply their l\oom. The Ofiic('r~) 
both' of Land and Sea, as \vas by the Friars 
pre-imagin'd, on taking the Town and 
Callh-, immediately repair'J to the Grates 
of the l"unl1ery, tof:s'd OVtf their Handkcr­
d1eifs, Nofegay~, ,1IJd otbcr pretty Things; 
all which were, dOllbtlef.s, very graciou11y 
n.:ctivcd by thofe imaginary Rcclllfes. 
'-J hence came it to pnr" that in the fpace of 
? .i\lonth ~r lef~, you could hardiy fall into 
Company .any one of our younger Oflicers, 
(,feither for . but the Difcollrfe, if it might 
~efcrve rIlet Nal1~e, was concerning thefe 
pca\ltif1l1 N~ns; ~nd you wou'd have ima-

. gin'd 
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&,in' cfthe Price of thefe Ladies as well known 
~~hat of Flefh in their common Markets. 
Otl1':rs, as well as my felf, have often en-

'deavour'd to difabufe thofe Gloriofo's, but 
all to little purpofe, till more fenlible Tokens 
convinced them, that the Nuns, ofwhofe Fa­
vours they fo much boafied, could hatd1y be 
perfeCt Virgins, tho' in a Cloyfier. And 
I am apt to think, thofe who would palm 
upon the World like vicious Relations of 
Nuns and Nunneries, do it on much like 
Grounds. Not that there are wanting In­
fiances of Nunneries disfranchis'd, and even 
demoliili'd, upon very flagrant Accounts j 

but I confine my felf to Spahz. 
IN this Town of la Ma11Cha the Corrigi­

dore always has his Preiidence, having 1ix­
teen others under his JurifdiCtion, of which 
Almanza is one. They are changed every 
three Years, and their Offices l1re the -Pur­
chafe of an excelIive Price; which oecaf!. 
ons the poor People's being extravagantly 
fleeced, nothing being to be fold but at the 
Rates they impofe; and every Thing that is 
fold paying the Corrigidore an Ackno~vledg­
ment in fpeeie, or an Equivalent to his liking. 

WHILE I was here, News ca of the 
Battle of Aimal1ar and Sarago!!J ; and gi-
ving the ViCtory to that Side hich they 
efpous'd (that of King 'Phili they made 
very great Rejoyeings. But n, alas, for 
them, was all that Joy conve ted into Sor-
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row: The next Coprier evincing, thrtthe 
Forces of King Charles had been vid:oriot1s 
in both Engagements. This did not tt.-fIt 
to my prefent Difadvantage : For Convents 
and Nl.mqeries, as well as fome of thofe' 
Dons, whom afore I had not frood fo well 
with, {trove now how moO: to oblige me; 
not doubting, but if the viCtorious Army 
filould march that way, it might be in my 
Power to double the moO: lignal of their 
Services in my Friendfhip. 

SOON after an Accident fell out, which 
had like to have been of an unhappy Con­
fcquence to me. I was ftanding in Com­
pany, upon the Parade, when a molt fur­
prizing flock of Eagles flew over OUr Heads, 
where they hover'd for a confiderable time. 
The Novelty firuck them all with Admira .. 
tion, as well as my felf. But I, lefs ac­
cufi~med to like SpeCtacles, innocently fay­
ing, that in my Opinion, it could not bode 
any good to King Philip, bccaufe the 
Eagle compos'd the Arms of Attflria; fome 
bufie Body, in hearing, went and inform'd 
the Corrigidore of it. Thofe moll magi­
flerial ·,v retches embrace all Occafions of 
fqueezin o Money; and more efpecially from 
Strange c. However finding his Expecta­
tions difa· ointed in me, and that 1 too 
well knew '11c length of his Foot, to let 
my Money r n freely; he ·rent me next 
pay to .if lel~~ol1.; but the Governor of that 
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Place'having had before Intelligence, tMt 
th~ Englijh Army was advancing that way, 
refus'd to receive me, fo I return'd as I 
\Vent; only the Gentlemen of the Place, as 
tbey had condoI'd the firft, congratulated 
the laft ; for that Corrigidore Hood but very 
indifferently in their Affeetions. However, 
it was a warning to me ever aft-er, how I 
made ufe of E11glijh Freedom in a Spanijh 
Territory. 

As I had attain' d the Acquaintance of 
molt of the Clergy, amd Religious .of the 
Place; fo particularly I had my aim in ob­
tainingthat of the Provincial of the Car­
melites. His Convent, tho' fmall, was ex­
ceeding neat; but what to me was much 
more agreeable, there were very large Gar­
dens belonging to it, which often furnilhed 
me with SaHading and Fruit, and ntuch 
oftner with Walks ofRefrelhment, the moft 
fatisfaetory Amufement in this warm Cli .. 
mate. This Acquaintance with the Pro­
vincial was by a little Incident foon :td­
vanced into a Friend/hip; which was thus: 
'I was one Day walking, as I us'd to do, 
.ip the long Gallery of the Conve~ when 
~bferving the Images of the Virtfn Mary, 
of which there was one at ~"'h end; I 
took notice that one had an I cription un­
der it, which was this, Ecce,· irgo pepe­
rit jilium: but the ether had n Infcription 
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at all; upon which, I took out my Ptncil, 
and wrote underneath, this Line : 

Spon[a Vei, patrifque pare'ls, & filia filii. 

THE Friars, who at a little diftance had 
obferv~d me, as foon as I was gone, came 
up and read what I had writ; reporting 
which to the Provincial, he order'd them 
to be writ over in Letters of Gold, and 
plac'd juft as 1 had put 'em; faying, doubt­
Icfs, fuch a fine Line cou'd proceed from 
nothing lefs than Infpiration. This fecur'd 
me ever after his and their Efi.ecm; the 
lean advantage of which, was a full Liberty 
of their Garden for all manner of Fruit, 
Sallading, or whatever I pleafed: And as 
I faid before, the Gardens were too fine 
not to render fuch a Freedom acceptable. 

TiiEY often want Rain in this Country: 
To fupply the Defect of which, I obferved 
in this Garden, as well as others, an Inven­
tion not unufeful. There is a \Vell in the 
middle of the Garden, and over that a 
\Vheel with many Pitchers, or Buckets, 
one under another, which Wheel being turn­
ed rom,:d by an Afs, the Pitchers fcoop up. 
the W at~ on one Side, and throw it ou( 
on the otht:~into a Trough, that by little 
Channels c 'nveys it, as the Gardiner di:­
rects, into very part of the Garden. By 
this Means ~:leir Flowers and their Sallad-
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ing a"e continually rcfrdh'd) and preferved 
from the otherwife over-parching Beams of 
t}le Sun. 
\ THE Inquifirion, in almoft every Town 7f,e Du': 

~ Spaht (and more efpccially, if of any great,(er ~f,be 
Account) has its Spies, or Informers, for [1UjuTji,I() •• 

treacherous Intelligence. Thefe make it 
their Buuncfs to en1hare the fimple and Ull­

guarded; and are more to be avoided by 
the Stranger, than the Rattle Snake. Na-
ture having appointed no fuch happy Tokens 
in the former to forethew the Danger. I had 
Reafon to believe, that one of thofe Ver-
min once made his Attack upon me in this 
place: And aHhey are very rarely, ifever 
known to the Natives themfdves, I being 
a Stranger, may be allowed to make a 
guefs by Circumfiances. 

1 was walking by my felf, when a Per­
fon, wholly unknown to me, giving methe 
civil Salute of the Day, endeavour'd to draw 
me into Converfation. After Quefiions had 
pafs'd on general Heads, the Fellow enfna­
ringly asked me, how it came to pafs, that 
I thow'd fo little Refpett to the Image of 
'the crucify'd Jefus, as 1 pafs'd by it in fuch 
~ Street, naming it? I made Anfwet that I 
!,tad, or ought to have him alwa.;,i s.in my 
Heart crucified. To that he m~.-:.ae no Re­
ply: But proceeding in hiS. Int .' rrogatories, 
quefiion'd me nex.t, whether believ'd a 
l>urgatory? I evaded the Qu · ion, as 1 
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took it to be cnfnaring; and only toM him; 
that Illiould be willing to hear him offer 
any Thing that might convince me of the 
Truth, or Probability of it. Truth ( Hi; 
reply'd in a Heat: There never yet was 
Man fo Holy as to enter Heaven without 
firft pflffing through Purgatory. In my o­
pinion, faid I, there will be no Difficulty in 
convincing a reafonabl~ Man to the contra­
ry. What mean you by that~ cry'd the 
Spy? I mean, faid I, that I can name one, 
and a great Sinner too, who went into Blifs 
without any Vifit to Purgatory. Name him, 
if you can, reply'd my Querifr. What think 
you of the Thief upon the Crofs, faid I ? 
to whom our dying Saviour faid, Bodie 
er;s mecum in Paradifo. At which being 
filenced tho' not convicted, he turned from 
me in a violent Rage, :and left me to my 
feU! 

WHAT increas'd my firfi Sufpicion of him 
was, that a very fhort time after, my 
Friend the Provincial fent to fpeak with 
me ; and repeating all Paffages between the 
holy Spy and me, affur'd me that he had 
been forc'd to argue in my Favour, and tell 
him tk~t I had faid nothing but well: For, 
fays he;, all ought to have the Holy 1efts 
crUCifieaYJ"~ their Nt. carts. "Nev. erthelefs, 
"continll' he, it is a commendable and 
" good T ~iIl:g to have him re.pneiented in 
~' the hig " Ways: For, fupp()f~, faid he, 

" a Man 




