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GENTLEMEN, 

• 

• 

.' 
" 

PROPRIETY ana nffeClIOIl a1ike incline me to infcrib to you the foll w. 
ing under aking. We are mutnal nn pe nliar fuff rers by the event f the 
amp, ign in 1777. You were w itn Res .and judges f my aCtions; but 1 
wed YOll 11 m:count of the principles which direCted them. ..' 
Anther moti,'c [. r this Addrefs is to avail myftlf of 3 proper public p. 

portunity to repent to YOll, what I have omitted no occafiOll of exprcffing in 
P,lrli:lment, in orr [pond nee, and in cony rfation-the fullen approbation 
of YOt.lr Cervi s. My errors may ha\'e been numb rlefs; your conduGl: has 
be n tll form-faithful, gallant and indefatigable. Debarred of the p OWCJ 

of doing yon juRi e before the King, thefe teftimonies are the only means to 
. vhi h my cfte m and gratitude can refort. 

After indi a ing myfdf as a commanding officer from any inatten ion ·te 
·o '.1r int reR 01 f: me, I next throw myfelf upon your judgment for my con· 

d II ~ as a friend. 
)i OG will find by thi publication, an'd forne others, which though n01 

addreffi d to you will probably engage your curiofity) that 1 have b en accufc 
of lhri n ' ing from the common capti ity. 

All have 
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I have been [upport d under thlt aCp rflon by the con~ iotlfneu 1 diu not 
c1eferve it, :md the confidence that YOLl (to 'whom chiefly upon that charge 
1 wa refponfible) W \lId not adopt it. After the fortnnes we have run to­
geth r, it is not fnrely unwqrthy f belief; that I {hollid rather have defired, 
tban 3voided ~o partake the doling fcen : uniting with a due fen£( of per­
[onal attachments, the prefervati6n 0'£ my military fortune, and a retreat 
frol11 the diOr:lCtions f my country. The defenc of your hono r znd my 
own, a. one time, and refinance to an aei'ont * which my natllre could not 
benr, at :lnother, alone detained me here. 

In l'egad to my politic. I tranfilttions, I ha.ve fi at d them, and I WiOl 
them to b cpn.fidered by my fricnd ~ , apnrt from my miltalY cond 1.:1:. I 
bear ery high refpeCl: to fome eminent and ill-treated chara8ers in Ollr pro­
feffion, who in d~ference to the tranquility of go\'ernment, have filently re­
figneu the fbtions which they could no longer hold with fe 'miry t their 
honour, or beJ:leflt to the ftate. Bqt the option is not left to thore, who ha­
ving a voice in Parlinmel t are obliged to aCt as citizens as well as foldiers. 

The number of offi as altogether of the army anu na y, w~lO with known 

love to their country and profeffional fpiri t equally confpicllouS, have vo­
luntarily w:thdrawn themfclves from employment within thev two ·years, 
exceeds all precedent. I do not place my name in the Itft with the fame 

pretenfions; but it is not anogant to em'ulate where we cannot compare; 

and I am defirol.ls of following the high examples before me in no point 

more than in that of avoiding to difrurb the. zeal of thofe who are now em­

ployed. The offi ers who ha\ e held it their duty to tal'e part in oppofition, 

hav!; aB.ed openly and directly in their place ill Parliament; but. they may 

olO: The part of my treatment which I call an afrr· nt upon thi an 1 other oecaGons 'is the re­
fufal of my Cervi e in his country, evcn at th head of my own regiment, Or as a volunteer, 
in the ti me of xigcllcy, and when odter officc.r pr6Cifily in my oWII/ituation were employed. 
J\1y complaint of tlllS parti:llity has never b en officially ' ~lIflVered; it ha9 only been evader! by 
anonymous writ r~, who have laid it down a a policion, that 1 meant to allude to the example 
of Lord Harrington, (Wltl. which iccertaioly has nOlhing to do) and t)len have taker. a n)erit itl 
refut ing me. 'I' he parlicul.1r example to whi h I appeal is that of Lieutenant Colonel King­
ftou, 0 U e 8~th, 1''' iment, 'l.Ppointed to th.tt regiment, employ d in it for the defence of Ply­
mouth, and aa~a\ly now embarl ing with it for foreign lcrvice, under the fame term of the 
onvention, ana the (ame terms of parole to the Congrcls verbatim with myfelf. Other objec­

ti n , an'd 0 a nature that cookl not be afterwards fupportcd, were tried again!!: the Duke of 
Rtltlanu's r comm nelation of thi ~ elf elleQt offi er: but the objeCtion of parole, though fully 
known to be precirely the fame with Chat hich \VilS fo .peremptorily urged againfi my preten­
{iOD!;, was never m lltionrd. 

J defy 
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lefj malice to 1Jtew an in!tance wherei~l t ley h:l\'e not encollraged ardour in 
their profeffion. They contemplate with one and the fame fcntim nt the 
great fllpply of honourable men to occupy their pla .es. 

Y OUt Gentlemen, ftanti hi h in tbnt d fcription; your tei 1 ha\re made 
you of fierling vnlue'; and perh3ps it will be better dift crned by m n in ' 
power, when no longer vie\ved thrOtlgh the UTlh \'ourable medium f my 

• fricndlhip. If' my exhortations retllin th ir former weight, let me b p rmit. 

tcd earneft1y to apply,them upon ·thi3 oc aiten. The examples, of g ocrals or 
admirals who decline employment, refpet\: only fimilar cafes; YoOur honollr is 
fecurc: look . not at profdnonal 'difnppointments; but point nll your i w S 

to the tr·ue glory f your Ki»g and 'country) and truft for the r ward. _ 
a flcii (17eCJue en;m ignari !umlu ante Maloru17l) . 

. a 1>njJi graviora: dabit Deus his Q1!ofjtn /in.ml •. 
This paffagp. will bring 'to the rcmemb,:ance of G me among you a hard hour 

when we before quoted it together, and n withollt fome cheer of mind.­
May the end of your enduring be n.ear ! . A nd with every other wilh and 
fentiment .that can d note efieelll , I have the.hono.ur to be, 

G ntlemen, 

Your .mofi: faithful .and mofi: obedient 

humble fervant, . 
Jlertford-Street~ . 

Jan . I) 17&0. J: BUR G .0 y~ N E •. 

• 

IN T. R O. 
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W HEN it becomes neceffitry for men who Jla e 3aed riti al parts itt 
pllbli ftations to f!lake an appe~l to the world in their own jllfiification, there­
~re many prudentbl confideration which might lead th m to commit the 
are of it to fri nd , or, which is in many r 'fpeas th r.tm thing, to defend 

t}1emfelve under an afi'lIrned charaBer. The charge of anity ufually made' 
n egoti{m is thus It dcd: a fuller fi ope may.be given t fc f-lov :llld pnrti. 

culnr re[entment: e\,(~ 11 the 10 I r vexations whi h attend an amh r ar to a" 

gr at degree avoided: the ill-natur of criticifm· i ' 11 Id m a '" kened by 
~\1onymous writings, and' the, nnl pens of party 1 fe half their gall when the 

bjeclof i i not perfonally and dir ly in queftion. 
nut there are ftuation , in whicl, not only gen ral aff"etrt v ems to jllfiify 

a man in fI'etlking of I imfelf, but in whi heal 0 no little confiderntion ought' 
to be admitted to the mind. Such will be the cafe, if I am not deceived, 
,,,·hen t1;e interefts f the public arc Wended with thore of tht. individual; 
and \ hen hi very errors may ferv lt as infirnCl:ion to others. Mi fortunes 

•. which awaken fcnfibility will be a further, and a perfllafive call, upon the 
ntle ,tion of tbe public; and it will amount to a claim upon their jZfllice, if. 
he can {hew that he ha been injnrioufiy treated. 

~Jpon maturely w ighing th~fe and feve 1· other circumftances, after J had 
I. en denied a profeffional ex:tmination of my condua, and difappointed of 

parliamentary on?, I d termtned to 1- y before the public a fiate of the ex e.· 
ieion from C'lnarla, in 1777, in my own name . . And my firft defign was 

to do it under the title, and with the latitude of Memoirs; as a mode by 
which 1 could befr open the pr·inciples of my aCtions, aryd introduce, with 
moH propriety, collateral charati"ers, incidents, and difcuffions, as they might 

cC:lfionall y tend to illuftrate the main fllbjeB-. 
Howe er, in the 1aft feffion of Parliament, the enquiry which had not 

been agr ed to the year b fore, took place. 1 had prefied it, and I entered 
into it und all the difad\' antages which attend a ftrllggle with power, and 

. the-
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the prejudice that p0wer can raife againft the perfons it means to deficoy. 
The uLmofi that power could do was done; the Paliament was prorogued 
pending the proceedings. But though by this contrivance, a final and for­
m 1 adjudi ation by that augl.1fi afiembly was avoided, their minutes fland a 
facred record of truth and juftice, and the moft fatisfa~ory reliance to whi h 
I..,y willies could afl ire, in offi ri11g my aCtions to ,the judgment of my C ulltry 
at hlrge. 

rotn that time, therefore, J reroh'ed to pnbliih, inftead of Memoirs, the 
proceedings precifcly as they paff'ed in Parliament, and to continue my de- , 
fence by fu h Obferv tions and Comments upon the Evidence, as I (bould ha" c 
had rigbt, and was prepared t9 m2l'ke, nad the proceedings in the hou[e 
continued. 

Poffibly i{t this latte·r part fome €oIol.lr of my original defign may remain. 
The fcenes I have been engaged ill are Ul1COll.1mon, and it is a nat: mal defire 
to place them in a full light. The interefts concerned make that defire more 
urgent; and I dare belie\'e they will be beft guarded by bing mofr ex.4 
plained. • 

* The order in which the committee in the HOtlre of Commons proceeded was, to' hear ir 
William How '8 Tarrative, reip Cl:ing his conduCl: whilfl: in command in America, and fuch 
evidence as he thought p.Ioper to bring in fl1rport of it. They next heard my Narratin: nti 
Evidence, refpeCting the conduCl: of lhe expedition frOID C anada. Lord eorge (:rermaii1 then 
opened a defehce bn his p~rt, an~.rum~~ned witn fies to fupport it. According to the arr nge- '. 
ment made by the committee, ~lr Wilham Howe and myfclf were afterwards to be heard in 
fC'ply; but the proceedings were ended by the prorogation of Parliament hefore the exam;na: 
tion of Lon] George' fecond witnefi, Mr. Gallo\ ay, was clofed, and there were fixteen or i h 
teen more upon hi lift. The order in wi ' h the following papers are placed is-l ft. The Pre­
fatory Speech. 2<1. The arrative. 3d. Minutei of the verhal evidence. 4th. Review of the 
e,;ideoce1 with Remarks and ExplanatJoJls1 &c. sth. An App ndix, cOlltllining the written evi. 
dence. 
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The S PEECH of Lieutenant General BURGO NE, refatory 
to his N A R RAT I V E • 

MR. Mo TAGU, 

BEFORE I enter lIpon the narrati c, which lb rcc eet f yom lat proceedin s 
amhorifes me to lay before YOLl, I think it a duty to the commi t e, to pr mifc 

that I lhall tro\,1bl(' tb.em .. ith little other matter than [\Jch m y b n c ill I'Y to 
, elucidate the tranfaCtions of the c m ~{an 1777 ~ in th t q\,l. ner h rIc mn nd . 

I !hall keep in mind, that t9 xpl in the aufi s of tpe dif: frer at S r t a i eh 
principal point to which all my evidence ought to 1 nd: but at the.c. In tim, I lh.ll 
take confidence in the .jufl:ice and benevolence 0 my hearers, that wit 're argumen s 
in e culpation of the command r can aptly be con1bin d with 1\ faithful repr fc nt -
tion of faCts, they will not be de med for 'ign to th main obj Ct un er their conG­
deration, 

Upon thefe ideas, though fome introdu ory explanations ar r quifit) I lh IJ 
fupprefs the inclination I at firft conc iv d, of ftaring my con uCt from eh tim, 
when, conjointly with my honourable friend .who took til ' lead in thi enquiry, 1 
was called to the unrolicited and unwelcome (t:rvice in Americ. : nor ill I enum·· 
rate the complicated circumftanc s of private misfortun and ill Ilcalth under hich 
I purfuc\.l it. Pru ence, as well as other propri cy, i , I confers, confuited in Ilis 
fup remon; for were it feen, that an officer had blended with the refpeCl: due t 

•. authority, warm, though difinterefl: d perronal acrachments; that under a per u (j n 
of the honour and integrity of the I' ing's fervants, he had united to his zeal for th . 

ubJic caure an intereft in their private credit and ambition; would it not be con­
ceived, that his guilt muft have beep atrocious, beyond all excufe or palJi tion~ to 
induce the very men to whom his endeavour, and his faculties, fuch a th y weI' 
had been thu devoted, not only compJ~te1y to defert him, but to preclude hi 11, 

far as in them Jay, from every means of defenc:c, and if pomble, to ruin him in the 
opinion of the king, the army, and the country? 

An earnell: defire to favc, as much as pomble, the time of the cf)mmittcc, wo Jld 
alfo dlff\Htde me from recurring to any points previous to my infi:ruCtion~ hich 11 ve 
been difcuffi d upon former occaGons; but I find th t great ftrefs is {liB Jaitl to Illy 

prejudice upon a paper which found its way to the ho' fe during my abrcnce: I m 11 

the private letter to the noble lord, fecretary for tI e American ucpartment, d tc 
1ft J ar.uary, J 777· 

s~ The noble Lord has frequ('ntly ftated that letter to have flipped inadv rtently into 
h parcel deftined for the houfe, and I give credit in that p rtiCular c<> his am ti n' ,! 

B beCaUrl', 
Sir William Howe. 
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becaufe, wh:uever other impreffions he might have found it his interefl: to make :e .. 
fpetting me, he cert inly would not have thought that the imputation on ~e whIch 
that letter tended to fix, a proper one for him to put forward: it is a notOrIOUS fatt, 
or I would not mention it, that it has been held a reflection upon my character (by • 
ehe part of the public with whom the nobIt:: lord is unpopular) that I addreffed hIm 

as a patron and friend. . 
This is an imputation to which I mull: plead guilty; for at the time I wrote that 

1:etter, I certainly did hold that noble lord as my fr' nd, and I had acted to deferve 
he ihould be fo. The next ill tendency of th:tt paper was, as the noble lord 
wen knows, to iQ1prefs the public with an opinion, that I was endeavouring to .. 
fupplant Sir Guy Carleton in the command of the northern army-an aCtion 
abhorrent to the honour of an officer and the liberality of a gentleI!lan; and of 
whi h, thank God, I can prove the falfehood, by irrefragable evidence upon your 
table, and in a very fmall compafs. I need only refer to the difpatches to Sir Guy 
Carleton, by hts aid de-camp, dated nd Auguft, (776,. four months before I came 
home, to ihew that it was at that time determined, that Sir Guy Carleton fhould 
r.emain in Canada; and that determination was madt:, as I have been informed, not 
only upon the political reafoning which appears in that difpatch, but alfo, upon 
great law opinions, that he could nott under the commiffion he then held under the 
great feal,. pafs the frontiers of his province. Sir, this confutation was urged by 
me Jaft year; and were collateral proof necelfary to my juftification upon this fub­
jett, 1 could bring to your bar a tribe of gentlemen, who had tmbibed impreffions 
not very favourable to the military proceedings of Sir Guy Carleton in the campaign 
of 1776: I could fhew that I feized numberlefs, indeed I feized every poffib e oc-

aGon to vindicate the judgment, the affiduity, the activity of that highly n:fpe&.ablc:: 
officer, carelefs how ill I paid my court, earneO: to meet every attack againfi: his fame. 

1 beg leave alfo to call the attention of the committee very particularly to one 
other paper, the date of which is previous to my departure from England: it is en­
titled, "Thoughts for conduCl:ing the War from the Side of Canada, by Lieutenant 
" General Burgoyne."· Sir, it will be in the recollection 'of the committee, whe­
ther, when the conduct of the war was under confideration laft year in my abfence, 
i~ was not underftood, that the plan of the northern expeClition was formed upon that 
paper, a produced upon your table? If fo, I muft afk the noble lord, why he fu~t!r­
ed that error to prevail? The noble lord knew, (and it was peculiarly his duty to 
declare it) that the two propofals, the firft of tufl~ing the expedition eventually to­
wards ConneCl:icut; and the fecond, of embarking the army in the river St. Law­
rence, in order to effett ajunCl:ion with Sir William Howe by fea, in cafe the attempt 
by land pp ared " impratl:icable, or tuo hazardous," were erafed ' while the pape 
was 1 h' lord1hip's hands. 
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From that paper, as it appeared without erafures, naturall arofc th l.; concluGon, that 
the plan I had to execute was completely my 0\1 n j upon that paper wer found tI, $ 

naturally, the doubts which have been entertained upon the remptory ten r of my 
inftruCtions. I muft again aik the noble lord upon what princi Ie of jueli e he fuf­
fered thofe impreffions to exiel in this houfe? Why, in a d bate in whi h h 0 k • 
part, did he conceal, that the cir umftances in reality were rot Ily differ n r m 
thofe upon which gentlemen realoned; that the ifcr rion reG rve in the ap r b -
fore thp. houfe w s .raken away, and confequently, that my ord r r l' ndered b­
folute in the ftriCteft fenfe by his own aIt r tions? 

Let any gentleman who has fuppofed I had an im lied latitu y COil uct, 
now compare this circumftance with the wording of the lett r to Sir uy arleton, 
dated March 26, 1777, with a co y of which I was furnifh d, and xtr from 
which were afterwards the only ord rs I had to aCt upon. • 

3 

I fhall take no particular notice of what i ailed the fav ina claufe, in the 1 It r See PI~ndi~ 
part of the orders, except to give the flatteft contradiction to the fupp Gtion that I No.1. 

diCtated it-a fu pofition that I know is not y abandon d by the men ho firel fu g-
gefted it. I have fpol e to it very fully upon a former occarion;t and I do not wi!h, 
when it can be avoided, to enforce or reiterate th charges of uplici ty and rr achel'V 
which muft enfue, if that clauf<:; could be fllppofed to have r ft renee (0 any condu l 
previous to my arrival at Albany. The circumftance of forbidding me th latirll e 

t . in the two particulars I had propofc d in my plan, and many other circumfiance , 
clearly indicating the decided intentions and expeCtations of the miniftcr , r nc.lel d 
the fenfe of the whole order taken tog ther clear and difiinct, and fllew d that til 
claufe hich is pretended to have left me a difcretion as to my main object, had 110 

fort of rdation to that objeCt, That clau[e evidently related not to my forcing my 
way, or not forcing it, to Albany, the plac . of my deftination, but to fuch collateral 
and eventual operations as might be advifeable in the courfe of my march. It relar d 
to the making impreffion upon the rebels, and bringing th t-m to obedience, in fuch 
manner as exigencies might require, aoci in my judgment might 1"(: m moft prop r~ 

previous to receiving orders from Sir William Howe, cc of my junCtion with whom I 
was never to lofe view." 

Notwithfranding there has been fo much difcuffion in debate and print upon the 
interpretation of abfolute orders, the committee, I am confident, will abfolve me, 
though, at the expence of a few mom nts more, I 1hould continue a fub~ a upon 

hich the m rit or blame of the futllre proceedings in great meafure refts. 
I do not admit the poCition, that there can be no cafe in which an offic r aCting at a 

ielance is bound at every hazard to purfue orders, that appear abfolute and d(cijiv(,' 
Bz U 

t The deb:lte upon Mr. \' yoer's motion , May 208, I7iS; the fpeech was publilhed, 
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Ie is eafv to conceive circumftances, which might jufrify a {late in hazarding an 
army, (~r the fa-ke of facilitatin g great and decifive objeEl:s. Gentlemen, converfant 
in military hifrory, will recolleEl: many examples of this principle: upon a former 
occaGon, I fla ted a fl1ppofed cafe; 11< and I now entreat leave to add a real example of 
p erempcory orders, wh ich happened in the courfe of my olYn fI rvice. I have ever re­
tained the impreffion, that th ircumfrance I am going to relate, 111 d upon my mind 
at the time; and to rhofe few who may ftill think, that in any part of my conduCt, I 
~a1hly rifked my pence, my incereft or my fame, to forward the wi1he of others, this 
pr~poifeffion may in fom meafure account for, and excufe my imprudence. 
. In the campaign of 1762, in Portugal, the Count La Lippe, a name, which, if it 
finds a due hiftorian, will ftand among the firft in military fame, was placed at the 
head of about-6ooo Briti1h troops, and a Portuguefe army, 'the greater part of which 
was little better than nominal, to defend an extenfive frontier againft the whole force 
of Spain, and a large body of the veteran troops of France. The fdvation of Por­
tugal depended fol ely on the capacity' CJf that Meat man, which united the deepeft 
politi.cal reafoning wi th exquiflte mirhary addrefs. 

I had the honour to be entrufted with the defence of the moO: important pafs 
l1pon the T agus, and my orders were peremptory to maintain it againft any numbers~ 
and to the laft man. • . 

A felett corps of the enemy, greatly fuperior to mine, were encamped within fight 
on the other fide the river, and our advanced pofrs were within half mufquet 1h t. 

In this fituation, I received intelligenl=e from Count La Lippe, of a defign of the 
enemy to pafs tbe Tagus in force, about fix miles above me, and to take poffeffion of 

I 

[·he open country in my rear, with a large corps of cavalry, by which means all com~ 
munication, fupply, or fafe retreat, would be cut off. 

Together with this intelligence, the Count's letter exprefi'ed, cc That every delay 
II to the enemy in getting polfeITion of the pafs I guarded, was fo material to his 
( other plans and operations, that it juftified a deviation from fyftematic rules; thar, 

fC therefore, after taking timely precautions to fecllre the retreat of my cavalry, I 
" rnuO: abide the confequence with the infantry; that at the lail: extremity, I muft 
~ , abalJdon my cannon, camp, &c. and wi~h fuch provifion as the men could carry 

-It The cafe a l1ude~\ to was put in n former debate, as follows: fuppofe the Bririlh army that invaded 
Britany in 1758, had r:ained a complete viCtory over the Duke D' Aig';illon; to have marched rapidly 
towards Paris, ahandomng the communication WIth the fleet, expofing the army poffibly to great want of 
provifJOll, and to the impm . cability of retreat, would certainly have been a moa[ure confummlltely de. 
perate and ulljufrifiable, if tried upon military fyfiem: yet, will any man fay, that if that meafure mu 
eVidently have produced fuch alarm and confufion in the heart of France l as to have compelled the rec. 1 
of her whole force from Germany, or fuch part of it, a8 would have given uncontrouled fcope to t 

armie$ under the King of Pruffi a nnd Prince Ferdinand, that the minifier of England would not. have be 
jydicious, though at the palpable rilk of the army, liS far as CAptUre was con erned, in ordering the ~e. 

eral to proceed by the moft 'lJ igorolls tKlr t;p,u , and to force hiG way to Pari,? 
~c upon 
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" upon their bad s, throw myfelf into the mountain upon my left, and ndea­
<c vour, by finall and difperfed parties, to gain a rendezvous' t the northern art 
cc of the pro ince." I muft obferve, that when th{"fc peremptory or lers were 
given, the commander was at a diftance that made all timely ommuni "arion of cir­
cumfrances as impoffible, as if the AtlaJitic had been betwe n us; and I cannot lofe 
the example without mentioning the concluding part of ount La Lip 's lena. 
" He participated," he faid, C in the feelings wi h which an officer ould be ruck 
" for his reputation, in fuffering himfeJf to be cut, and r due d to f: crifice hi • mp, 
" his baggage, and twenty pi c s of cannon. But bt at Mfi," continu d that g r at 
and generous man, cc I '1I.,il/ take the meaJlIre entirely ttpon myfilf, perfiwrc a.r I haw 
cc directed, and be c01'.fident of my defence find pro/ef/ion." Thi • s a f: ing claufc of a 
nature very different from thofe it is the practice in the prefc nr d y to pen; and if 
any man doubts the quotation, I can bring pofitiv evidence to the truth of it v r­

batim. 
Thus much, Sir, I thought it incumbent upon me to fi:ate in argum nt ::tgainft 

the pofition that has been infifted upon, .th no orders can be word d fo pere to­
rily at a difrance, as not to admit of an implied latitude, in caft of unfor fc en and 
infurmountable difficulties: but to prevent all future cavil, upon this fubject Ire­
quell: the committee to recolJeCt, what 1 hav again and again repeated; that I by no 
means put my defence, in pafiing the Hudfon's Riv r, folely upon this reafoning . 
On th contrary, fuppoung for the argument's fake, I fhould conce e (which I never 
have done, nor mean to do) to the noble Lord, and co ev ry other gent1eman~ alJ they 
can defire to afi"lIme upon implied latitude in given cafes, I HlOuld equany prove that 
no fuch cafe did exift, as would have jufi:ified me upon their own principle, in de­
parting from the letter of tllC orders under whic I acted . 

Having thus clear~d my way to [he ime of my leaving ngland, to take upon 

me the command of the Northern expedition; I {h lJ now lay before the committee 
a narrative of its progref!, in as concife and fimple terms, as the nature of the 
fubject will allow, endeavouring to imitate the perfpicuity of the honourahle gentlr­
man who took the lead in this buunefs, a d not without hope of my endeavours prl')­
dueing the fame effect; and that, in the opinion of the houfe, my language, as ha~ 
been exprdfed of his, will be deemed the language of truth. 
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is my intention, fOl' the more ready comprehenfion of the whole fubjecr, t.o divide 
ic into three periods. The firfl:, from my appointment to the command, to the 

end of my purfuit of the enemy from Ticonderoga; the fecond, from that time to 

the paif;,lge of tire HuMon's River; and the third to the figning the convention .. 
I left London on the 27th of March, and upon my departure from Plymouth, 

finding the Albi<7n man of war ready to fail for New-York, I wrote to Sir W. Howe 
by that conveyance, upon the fubject of my expedition, and the nature of my orders. 
I arrived at ~ebec th 6th of MlY. Sir Guy Carleton immediately put under my 
command the troops deftined for the exped~tion, and committed to my management 
the preparatory arrangements. From tllence I wrote a fecond letter to Sir 'William 
l-~owe, wherein I repeated that I was entrufted with the command of the army 

deftined to march from Canada, and chat my orders were to force a junction with 
his excellency. 

I expreifed alfo my willies, ce that a latitude had been left me for a diverfion to-
ce wards Connecticut, but that fuch an idea being out of queftion, by my orders 

. ce being precife to force the jllnction, it was only mentioned to introduce the id a 

" frill r fting upon my mind; viz. to give the chang to the enemy if I could, and 
cc by every feint in my power to efrabliih a fufpicion, that I frill pointed towards 
cc Connecticut." 

cc But," I repeated, " that under the prefent precifion of my orders, I ihould real1y 
, have no view but that of joining him, nor think myfelf jufrified by any temp­
" tation to delay the moil: expeditious means I could find to effect that purpofe." 

,I proceeded to Montreal on the 12th, and as my letters, lately laid before the houfe 
from that pIlce,- .and from ~ebec, will {hew the frate of things, I lliould not refr a 
moment \'Ipon this .period, were it not to add one more public tefrimony, to thule I am 
not conlciotlS of having ..omitted upon any occafion, of the affiduous and cordial 

.manner in which th diffi rent fervices were forwarded oy Sir Guy Carleton. J fhould 
Ithink it as dillionourable to feek., as I know it would be impoffibl to find excufe 
for any falllt of mine in any failure on the part of Sir Guy Carleton, or of any per­
fons who a8:ed under him, in any matter refpe8:ing the ekpedition. Had that 
officer been a8:ing for himfelf, or for his brother, he could not have {hewn more 
indefatigable zeal than he did, to comply with 'and expedite my requifitions and 

firts. 
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Certain parts of the e pected force, neverthelefs, fell 1bort. The eann iall 
troops, fi:ated in the plan at 2000, confifted only of thr e compani s, intended to bt 
of 100 men each, but in reality not amounting to mor~ th n ISO upon the whole; nor 

could they be augmented. The corvees , which ar det chm nt of pr vinci. Is 
wich~ut arms, to repair roads, convey provifions, or any ocher tempor. ry mploy­
ments for th k ing's fe rvice, could not be obtained in fufficient number, nor Ie. pt t 
their employments, although Sir Guy Carl ton ufc!d every pomble e 'el,tion • nd n­
couragement for rhe pucpoft:. Drivers for the provifion carts, and other arriages, 
could not be fully fupplied by the con tracto c, though no xpen wa fpar d; n 
t-ircllmfi:ance which occafioned much inconvenience afterwards. 

To thefe unavoidable difappointm nts were add d the difficultie oceafion d by bad 
weather, which render d th road ahnoft impracticable at the carrying pI ce , and 
confequently the palfage of the batteaux, artillery, and h> gg ge exceedingly dil tory: 
we had b fides a grea eal of contrary wind. N otwichftanding all i p dimeots the 

. army alfembled b tween the 17th and 20th of June, t Llluberland Poi r, U 00 Lake 
Champlain. 

On the 21ft: I held a con~ renee with t~le Iroquois, Algonchio , Aben kic , • nd 
Outawas, Indians, in 11 about four hundred ~ 

This <':ol}ference appears in your papers. I.thought at the rime th t the ordi licy 
of the Indians over the whole continent might be dep nJ d tlpOn, and their fir 
operations tended to perfuad me into a belief of their utility. The pri fr to whom 
they feemed devoted, and the Briti!h officers employ d to concluct them, and to wh r 
conrroul they engaged to iubmit, gained advantages, and Ipread t'error without, D:lr-
barity. The firn: parry ftn t out made fcveral of tll t: nemy prilone.r:> in the heat of 
action, . and treated them with Europun humanity. 

Duriog the movement of the, different corps to chis gener 1 rend zvous, I wrote fI • 

third letter to Sir illiam Howe. The chief purport of it WlS to give him CI inrclli ­
cc gence of my fituation at the time, arulof my ..expe ation of being b oreTi ondero!)',l 

, f( b tween the 20ch and 25lh infrant; th at I did not apprehend the efTc ~ iY Ihcngth 
cc of the arrpy would amount to above. 650:) men; th al I meant to apply to ~;ir 

tC Guy Carleton to fend a garrifon to Ticonderoga hen it !houl 1 G !'c:du cd, bl.t 
" th'at I was apprehenfive hc:'Would not think himfdf auchorifi d by Ihe King 's o,'(,h!r~ 
" to comply; that whenever, therefore, I might be able to !fcet tlte jun ion, . ir 
"Willi m would not expect me. to bring ,near the original numb r. I repeattd y 
If perfeverance in the idea of giving jealoufy on the fide of Connl' iet!, and at lhe 
fC fame, time my alfur •. nces, tha~ I fhould make no 1:1 nceuvre that COL ld procraftin re 
« rh . g~.eat obje.tr of a junction." 

I fiate thefe different lecters to Sir William Howe.merely to ihew thac my cancer:­
iQn.of 'the p~ecifion of my, orders was not IIp'~n after-thought, and tal tn 'I' a an 
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excu[e when I found the expedition had failed; but a fixed decided G ntiment coeval 
with my knowledge of my command. 

For a further proof of the fa! 'C faet, I beg leave to flate an extraCl: from my orders 
to the army at Crown Point, June 30th. The words were thefe. , 

cc The armY'cl\1barks to-morrow to approach the enemy. The fervices requ ired 
cc of this particular expedition are critical and confpicuous. During our progrefs 0 :­

cc calions may occur, in which, nor difficulty, nor labour, nor life are to be regarded. 
cc This army muft not retreat." Were it neceifary, 1 could bring abundant collateral 
proof to the fame effeCl:, and {hew that the idea of forcing a way to Albany by vi­
gorous exertions againfl any oppofition we might meet, was general a d fixt through 
the whole army. 

My proceedings from the time of a!fembling the army as before defcribed, to the 
date of my public difpatch from Skene{borough, comprehending t :1e manrellvr .G 

. which forced t},e enemy from Ticonderoga, and the aetion¥ a, ShneJborough, Hu­
berton, and Fort Anne, are related at full in that difpatch.* 

It is the lcl's nece!fary to give the Committee further trouble Ipon this fllbjecr, be­
caufe I believe no enemy can be found to arraign my conduCt in thofe days of fl1c~ 
cefs; or if there were one, he could no, deprive me of the confolation, that I had his 
Majefty's full approbation and applaufe, of which it is I no vn to many, I had a very 
honourable an diftiriguifhed proof. . 

All therefore that is necefrary before I quit this firft period of the cn.mpaig , is to 
g ive a precife frate of the effeetive ftrength of the army, at the time it aifembled. 

On the 1ft July, the day we encamped before Ticonderoga, the troops confifred of 
Britifh rank and file 3724 
German llitto 3016 

67.40 regula!,s, exdufive of artillery-men. 

Canadians and Provincials, about 250 
lndians about 400 

650 

In regard to the artil1cry.., I think this the proper place t~ reetify the mifreprefenta­
(ions that have prevailed refpeCl:ing the quantity employed. It has be('n ftated as far 
.beyond the neceifary proportion for tlle number of troops, an incumbrance to their 
movements" and one caufe of what has been called the flow progrefs of the expedition. 

In order to juftify this charge, a view of the whole ma(~ has been prefented to' the 
,public without any explanation of its diftinCl: allotments ,; and many have been Ie ' 
.to believe" that the whole was attached to the army throughout the ,campaign, and 

• .1 . fe 
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fell into the enemy's hands at faft-The intention of this reprefentation Is obvious: 
the allegation is falfe. 

The facts, as I fuaJI prove them to the committee, are as follow. The whole origi­
nal train furni1hed by Sir Guy Carleton conlified of fixteen htnvy twenty-four poun­
dersj ten heavy twelve-pounders; eight medium twelve-pound rs ; two light twenty. 
four pounders; one light twelve-pounder; twenty-fix light fix pounder ; feventeen 
light three-pounders; fix eight-inch howitzers; fix five and a half inch howitzers; 
two thirteen-inch mortars; two ten-inch mortars; fix eight-inch mortars J twelve five 
and a h If-inch mortars; and twenty-four four and two fifth-inch mortars. f there 
two heavy twenty-four pounders were fent on board a Ihip for the defence of Lake 
Champlain, and the other fou teen were fent back to t. John's. Of the heavy twelve­
pounders, fix were left at Ticonderoga, four ditto in the Royal George j four me ium 
twelve-pounders at Fort George; one light twelve-pounder at Ticond roga; t 0 

• light fix-pounders at Fort George; four light fix-pounders at St. John'S s four light 
·three-pounders at Ticonderoga; five light three-pounders at St. John's; two eight­
inch howitzers at Fort George j two ditto at St. John'S j two five and a half inch ho­
witzers at Fort George J two thirteen-inch mortars in the Royal George; two ten-inch 
mortars in ditto; four eight-inch mortars in ditt ; four five and a h If inch mortar 
at Ticonderoga; four royal mortars in the Royal George j twelve cohGrns at Ticon­
deroga; and eight cohorns in the Royal George. 

The field-train therefore that proceeded with fhe army confifred of four medium 
twelve-pounders; two light twenty-four pounders; eighteen light fix-pounders j fi 
iight three-pounders; two eight-inch howitzers; four five and a half-inch howitzers; 
two eight-inch mortars, and four royals. 

The carrying the twenty-four pounders (though they were but two) has been fpok n 
of as an error, and it is neceffary therefol'e to inform the commitree [hat they were of 
a. conftruCl:ion lighter by 800 weight tban medium twelves, and co all intents and 
purpores field artillery. 

This artillery was diftributed as follows. 
Frafer's corps, eftimated at three battalions. 

Ten pieces, viz. 
Four light fix-pounders. 

Four light three-pounders, conftruCl:ed for being occafionally carriea on horfeback. 
Two royal howitzers. 

German referve, tlOder Colonel Breyman, eftimated at two battalions. 
Two light fix-pounders. 

Two light three-pounders, and ferved QY the Heffe. Hanau artillery me". 
The line of Britifh, four battalion:r 
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Germans, five battalions. 
Total, nine battalions. 

Tlm' eo brigades of arti llery, of four fix-pounders each) viz. one brigade (or eacn.<" 

wing, and one for the cenrer. 
From hence it appear$ that to fourteen battalions there were allotted twenty-fix. 

pit'ccs of lighr artillt'ry. 1 he cLlitomary allotment. i .two pieces pel' battalion, coo­
f<:quently the roportion of artillery was lefs than upon cemmon fervices. 

The forming art illery into brigades, in preference ro detachi'ng two guns to each bat- . 
: calion, has been conftanrly praCtifed in moft fervices du ring laft war under the ableft: 
. men, an d it is produCti ve of many· advantages, as the brigades by that means, ither 

fingly or united, fall under the command of a ploportionable number of officers.. 
The fervice is carried on with greater regularity, and the effeet of the fire becomes 

. much mo;e formidable tban when fcattered along the front of the line. 
This mode of ferv.ice was recommended 'by Major-general Phillips, and adopted 

without hefitation by me, my own judgment being confirmed by an officer of. his , 
great fkill and ex perience. 

The park artillery confifted-of ~n pieces, viz. 
2. light twenty -four pounders. 
4 medium twel~.e.pounder~. 

2. eight-inch howitzers. 
2 royal howitzers.. 

. I underftood this proportion of field' artillery to be the fame as that propo(td 
by Sir Guy Carleton had he commanded; it was the proportion recomm nded by 
General PhiUips~ and I formed ·my opinion conformably to the fentiments of thGfe 
refpecrable officers upon the following reafons, viz. that artillery was ex tremely for,. 
midable to raw troops ; that in a country of p'ofts it was effentially' nece!fary againft 
the beft troops; that it was yet more applicable to the enemy we were to combat, 
becaufe the mode of defence they invariably adopted, and at which they were be­
yond all other nations expert, was that of entrenchment covered with fhong abbatis, 
againft which the cannon, of the nature of the h.eavieft above defcribed, and howit­
zers might often be effeCtual, when to diOodge them by any other means might be 
attended with 'continued :md imporcandoff«s. 

In thefe general ideas of the ufe of artillery againft the rehel forces, I have the 
happinefs to obferve, from the papers before you" the concurrence of Sir William 
Howe, who ftates fimilar ideas very fully in one of his requifitions to the fecretary 
pf ftate: but further reafons for not dimini!hing -the proportion of guns of fuperior 
calibre to fix-pounders in this train, were, firft, their ufe againft block-houfes (a 
fpecies .of fortification peculiar.to America); fecondly, a probability that gun-boats 

mig ht be requifite for the fecurity of the water tranfport, on fome parts of the 
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'Hudfon's River; but principally the intention of fortifying a camp :It Albany, 10 

'Cafe I ihould reach that place. fbould meet with a fLifficiency of provifion thcrC', ( ~ 

I was led to expeCt) and fbould find it expedient to paf$ the in! r th r , '\ i~hout 
communication with N ew-York. 

With r.e(peCl: to the quantity of ammunition attached to chi artiller, it i [0 be 
obfcrved, that the number of rounds accompanying the Ii ht ieces, nn hi(;h. 

t:re carried in [mall c ' rrs, were not more th n fuffici nt for a day's a lion. 
Light rio -pounders 124 rounds each. 
Light three- oundcrs ~oo rOllnd~. 

Royal howitzers 90 rounds. 
The different referves of ammunition were chiefly co",,, y d by water in {i ow. 

and bam:aux; it certainly would not have b en advifable, 'r r a communi 
tion with Canada was at an e-nd, [0 depend upon precarious flip lies from tI e 10uth­
ward, and therefore it became necefrary (as far as the fervice wou Id al ow) to arry 
forward fuch ftores, as cher was every appearance of an abfolure, Ilt of, durin 
the co fe 0f an aCtive campaign. 

Had the enemyefl:ablilhed themfelves in farce upon the illands ac cl.e mOtlth f 
the Mohawk river, or on other ground equally advanrag OllS, to ha di (put'd the 
palfage of that, or of the Hud[un's River, or ~ nd th y even waited an . m ult in their 
works at Still-Water, it is probable, that rt:courft: muft have b.een had to artill I'Y 
of the heavier nature; in the latter cafe fpecially they muft have be n ubI in oreie,r 
to d rive any advantage from our {eizing a poft upon their left flank: 1 have fince 

•. known, that they had iron twe1ve and nine-pounders mounted upon thofe works, 
which wel'e in other refpeCts very formidable. 

The Briri!h artillery-men, rank and file, were ! 45 
Recruits, under command of Lieutenant utt, of the 33d regiment, at-

tached to the fervic of the artillery 1 50 

Heman artillery-men, rank ,Uld file 78 

473 
Add thefe numbers to the former ftate of the army, and it will be found, that tIle 

Tegular ftrength when at the greateft confified of 721 J. , 
lome now to the fecond period of the campaign, comprehending the ttanfaCtior;s 

from th time the purfuit of the enemy from Ticondt!roga c('a~ d, and the corps of' 
Brigadier-general Frafer, and the 9th regiment, rejoined Lhe army, after the ref()cC'­
civ aftions of Hu!)crton and Fort Anne, to the time when the army paJfcd the Ilud­
fon's rivet to attack the enemy near Still-\V qrcr. 

It had proved impolTible immediately to follow the quick retreat or rite enemy 
farther., 'om the nature of the country, and the ncremeyof aiting a fl'dh ftlpply 

of 
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of provifions. But it appeared evident to me, that could a rapici progrefs towards 
Albany be effeCted, during their difi rfion and panic, it would be decifive on the 
fuccefs of the expedition. 

~ef~ion has been made by thofe who began at this pel iod to arraign my mil itary 
conduct, whether it would not have been more expedient for the purpofe of rapiditys 
to have fallen back to Ticoaderoga, in order to take the convenient routc by 
Lake George, than to have pel!evered in the laborious and difficult courft' by land 
to Fort Edward? My motives for preferring the latter were thefe: J canfidered 
not only the general impreffions which a retrograde motion is apt to make l :pon the 
minds both of enemies and friend s, but aifo, that the natural conduct of the enemy in 
that cafe would be to remain at Fort George, a~ their retreat could not then be cut 
off, in order to oblige me to open trer.c.:hes, and confequently to delay me# and in 
the mean time they would have deftroyed the road (rom Fort George to Fort d. 
ward. On. tht oth r hand, by perfifting to penetrate by the thort cut from Fort 
Anne, of which I was then ma,(ter, to .Fort Edward, though it was attended with 
great labour, and many alert fituations, the troops were improved in the ve elfen­
tial point of wood fcrvice; I effeCtually difiodgt'd the enemy from Fort George 
without a blow; and fecing me mafte. of one cOlmnunication, they did not think 
i.t worth while to de{l:roy the other. 

The great number of boats alfo, which muft neceffarily have been employed' for 
the tranfport of the troops over Lake George, were by this courfe fpared for the 
tranfport of the.provifion, artillery, and ' ammunition. 

The f"uccefs anfwered this reafoning in every point; for by the vigilance of Gene­
neral Phillips, to wJ10m I had committed-the important part offorwarding all the ne­
cdfaries from Ticonderoga, a great ernbarkation arrived at Fort George on July 29th •. 
I took potreffion of the country near Fort Edward on the fame d~y, and independently 
of other advantages, I found myfelf much more forward in, poist of time than I 
could pollibly have been by the other route. 

Another material motive, which could not be known by ftrangers who have rea­
foned upon this movement, was, that during the time that my army was employed . 
in clearing Wood-Creek and cutting roads, and the corps under Major-general 
Phillips working to pars the tr.anfports over Lake George, I was en{lbled to detadi . 
a large corps_to my Jeft, . under Major-general Reidefe1, and thereby affift my pur­
pofe of givjng jealoufy to Conneaicu[, . and keeping in check the whole country 
called the Hampthire Grants. 

It was at this time Major-general Reidefel conceived the purpofe of. mounting his 
regi~ent of dragoons. In the country .he traverfed during his detached command, 
he found he people frightened and fubmiffiv.e. He was· induftrious and expert in . 

. procurmg 
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pTot:urfng intelligence ill parts of the country more remote than Bennington, ::lnd 
entertained no doubt of fuccefs, were an expedition formed under the command of 
Lieutenant-colonel Baum. . 

On the arrival of the army at Fort dward, the great objeCt of attention was the 
tranfports from Fort George. The diftance was about fixteen miles, toe roadi 
wanting great repair, the weather unfavourable, the cattle and carriages fcarce; 
part of the latter inconvenience was occafioned by the number of both that were 
necelfarily detained at Ticonderoga, for the purpore of dragging the boats and the 
provifions over [he carrying places, between Lake Champlain and Lake George» 
another part of the inconvenience was caured by the unavoidable c1 lays, in bringing 
the difft:rent divifions of hodes as th y were colletted in Canada through the defart, 
for fuch.moft of the country is between t. John's and Ticonderoga. 

It was foon found, that ill the fituation of the trnnfport fcrvice at that time, the 
army could barely be viB:ualled from day to day, and that there was no profpc of 

• e.fi:ablifhing a magazine in due time for purfuing pre cnt advantages. The idea of 
the expedition to Bennington originated up<>n this difficulty, combined with the in­
telligence reporred by General Reidefcl, and weth all 1 had otherwifc received. 

I knew that Bennington was the great depofit of corn, Rour, and fl-ore cattle » 
tbat it was guarded only by militia; and (very d y's account tended t confirm th 
perfuafion of the loyalty of one defcription of the inhabitants and the panic of 
the other. Thofe who knew the country b ft were the mofl f.1nguine in this per-

I . fuafion. 
Had my intelligertce be~n worfe founded, I 1hould not have hefitated to try this ex­

pedition with fuch troops, and undC!r fuch inftruB:ions as I gave to the commanding 
officer, for fo great a purpofe as that of a fupply fuffici ent to enable the army to follow 
at the heels of a broken and dtfcol1cerced.enemy. The German troops employed were 
of the beft I had of that nation. The number of Britifh was fm 11; but it was the 
fdeCl: light corps of the army: compofed of chofen men flam all the regim nt5, and 
commanded by Captain Frafer, one of the moft diftingui1hed officers in his line of fcr­
vice that ever I met with. The inftruB:ions recomillendrd the urmoft ca ti011 r~f1 c-. -
ing pofts and fecuriey of retreat, attention agai oft expofing the {ol id part of [he detach­
ment to affront, or committing it in any inftance, without a oral certain ty of fuccefs. 
I. touch with tendernefs and with g reat reluB:ancl: points that relate to toe dead. My 
defence compels me fay, my cautions were not obferved, nor the reinforcement all, 
vanced with the alacrity I had .a right to expeCt. The men who commanded in botl~ 
ipitances were' brave. and experienced oIEcers. I have ever imputed their failur partly 
to deluGon in refpeft: to the enemy, and partly to furprife and confequent confufion 
in the troops. 

or further cxp.laoation ,of.my moti·ves,. and the .circumfrances attending the con-
I . duB: 
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QUct of the exped ition, I beg leave to refer the committee to the letter laid 'before the 
SreAppendi.x 

o. \"III. houfe lafr year, and more particularly to the private letter laid before the huufe lately.-
The fame letter will {hew th e only refou rce that remainr.d for proceeding towards 

Albany, after the difappointment of this expedition, viz. to prefs forward a necdfary 
fupply of provi(ion, and other indi fpenfi ble articles, from Fort George. I {hall bring . 
proof to you r bar to this point, and I trufr I 1hal1 Jhew beyond a doubt, that no pof­
fible exertion was omitted . -It is not uncommon for gentlemen, unacquaillted with 
the peculiariti<.:s of the country to which I ,am alluding, to calculate the t ra nfport of 
magazines, by meafuring the dif1:ance upon a map, and then applying the refources of 
carriage, as praClift:d in other countries. I requ cfr pCl'miffion LO !hew their mif1:ake. 
The firfl: ftage from IFort George to Fort Edward is by land . The diftance aod the 
roads were defcribed before. At Fort Edward the HuMan's River becomes navi O'able 

• 0 

for a certain extent, and it is the confl:ant praCtice in all tranfports to refLlme the water 
carriage. W ere it not, new impediments would arife from hills, worfe roads, and 
fllch an increafcd difl:ance, as would prevent the cattle returning to F ort George the 
fame day. About fi~ miles below Fort E dward lie the falls of Fort Miller, where 
there is another carrying-place, which, though of no confiderable length, makes 
it necefrary tG unload the boats, to place the con tents in carts, and to replace them 
in fre!h boats, at the place the r.iver again admits of navigation. The boats unloaded, 
return to Fort Edward againfr n rapid ll:ream. 

Upon this !hort ll:ate of facts, gentlemen will judge of our embarraffinents. In 
the firf1: place, it was necefrary to bring fo rward to Fort Edward fourfcore or a hun­
dred boats, as mere carriagc-vefrcls for the provifions, ~ach bpat made a hard day" 
work for fix or more horft's, includ ing the return of the horfes. At the next carry­
ing-place, as above defcribed, it was nt:cdfary to place a confiderable reby of horfes 
to draw over, tirf1:, a portion of carriage boats, and afterwards ·the provifion, as it 
arrived. I have not mentioned the great number of other boats necefrary to be' 
brought forward, to form bridges, to carr¥ baggage .an'd ammunition ... and the num­
ber of carriages framed to tranfport the boats themfelves at the enfuing ,carrying­
places, as we fhould proc~eGl to Albany. This will be fhewn in detail at the bar, if 
the committee chure EO hear it; and I pledge myfdf, it will appear. that the dili. 
gence "in this fervice was ex treme; that it was performed in the moll: expeditious 
manner poffible~ regard being had to our refources~ and chat no delay was occafioned 
by the artillery.., bec.allfe the horfes appropriated to it were fLlpernumerary to thofe for 
y,rhich we had carts, and the artillery, ,not already ,.vith the army, at lafr was .all 

. brought up by its own horfes in two days. 

On the 13th of September, ,the !tere of provifion, amounting to about thirty day'a 
-confilmption, was completed. I ·have ftated, in.my letter to the fecr~tary of ftate, 
my rcafons againll: proceeding with lefs quantity. And i~ is now time to enter upo~ 

the 
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tile confideration of that object, which is h Id by fome to b conclufive upon the 
executive part of the campaign, the paffage of the udfon's River . 

Two errors, refpecting ~his paffage~ though of oppofire and incompatible natures, 
, are fuppofed co have contribu ted to the ill fucce£ that enfu.cd ~ the one, the errol' of 
delay, the other, that of precipitation. In defence againfr the firfl, I r fer to I j' 

effort at Benningcon to procure fLJPpli s, and to the impediments, I have jutl. now 
frated, afrerthat effort failed. Againfr the latter, I refer to the rcaCons laid down in 
my p rivate letter to the {; cretary of !tate, dated 20th of A uguft. The !tare f 
things at thi important cri!is, and my reafoning upon it, are exprdted !\:ill m r 
at large in my difpatch from Albany; 1 will now only tOuch them fhortly. n the 
one hand, my communic tions w re at an end; my r treat was infc.:cur ; the nemy 
was colltCted in force; they were ftrongly pofted; Colond t. Leger was retiring 
from ort Stanwix. Thefe were difficulti , s, but none of them illfurmountabJ . 
On the other hand, I had diOodged the enemy repeatedly, whe~ before in forct', 

and more ftron gly pofred· my army was confcious of having the fuperiority, 
and eager to advance;.. I expected co-operation j no letters from Sir \'V'ill iam 
Howe removed that expcCtati n; that to Sir Guy Carleton had never weighed 

upon my mind, becaufe it was datet! earl y in A ril, and confequently long before 
the fecretary of frate's inftruCtions, which I muft have fupp fed to relate to co-ope­
ration, could be received . The letter of 17th July,· mentioned ti at General's re­
turn to my afflfrance, 1houl Wafhington turn his for.ce towards me; indicated, as 
I thought, an expeCtation of my arrival at Albany; and 'informed me, that ir Henry 
Clinton was left at New-York, and would act as occurrences mig ht direct. J did 
110t know Sir Henry Clinton's force. I did know) that con!iderable reinforc men. 
might be then expected at N ew-York from ng1::tnd. After all, iliould co-opera­
tion from below fail, thf' whole force of Colonel St. Leger, and Sir William John­
fon, was to be expeCted from above- in time to facilitate a retreat, though not in 
time to allifr my advance. Under thefe different fu ggeftions, and thofe that are more 
copiouOy frateri in the difpatch, to whi ch I have referrl':d, I read again my orders (l 
believe for an hundredth time) and I was d cided. 

And I am ftill convinced, that no proof that could have been brot,g ht from ap ­
pearances, intelligence or reafoning, could have juftifiec.l me to my country. have 
av d me from the condemnation of my profi:llion, or produced pardon within my 

own brea£t, had I not advanced, and tried a battle with the enemy. 
I will conc1ud this fubj ct, with again· a£ferting upon my honuur, what I hope 

to fupport by evidence, though it is impoffible to bring pofitive proof to a nega­
tive, that neither General Frafer, nor General Phillips, ever offered, as has been re­
ported, nor can. be fuppofed co have conceived aey obj ec.: ion againft the paffdge of 
the Hudfon's R-Iv.er. 

This 
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This refolution being taken, i truft, the manner of approaching the enemy, when 
,explained by witnefies; ill not be difgraceful to me as a foldier. The action, which 
enlued on the 19th of S ptember, verified my opinion of the yalour of my army i 
and I mun, in tJ'uth, acknowledge, a very refpectable 1hare of that qti"ality in the 
a.rmy of the enemy. To the general defcription given in my difpatch, it wiH Qe 
,fit to add, by evidence, the peculiar merits of the troops ·n that action. ' The ho­
nour of three BritiIh regiments, in continual and clofe fire for four hours, all of them 
fuffering confiderable lors, and one remaining with leIs than fixty men, 3ndfour.or 
five office-rs, ollght not to lofe its due applaufe, becaufe it is [aid, their opponents 
were ir.regulars and militia. ' 

A victory was at laft obtained, but the clofe of day unavoidably prevented any 
immediate advantages. all the day following, it was known from prifoners nd de­
ferters, ' that th; enell}y were in a poft ftrongly fortified; but from the thicknefs of 
the wood, it was impoffible to catch a view of any part of their pofifion. All that 
could be done, therefore, was to take up gl10und as near them, as the nature of the 
,country would admit with regard to military arrang~ment. It appears from the qif­
patch already alluded to, that the army.remained in this polition till the 9th of Octo­
ber, when the fecond action enfued, employed in fortifying their camp, and watch­
ing the .enemy, whofenumbers it was now known, had been greatly fuperior to oun 
in the,aCtion. 

It may here be afked, why, as foon as it became palpable that no ufe could be 
made of the victory, I did no! retreat? 

It <will 'be iliewn, that on the fecond day after the -aB:ion, I received intelligence 
from Sir Henry Clinton., of his intention to attack the highlands about that time, 
and I was hourly in expectation, I thought a juftly founded one, of that meafure 
operating to diQGdge.Mr. Gates entirely, or to oblige him to detach a large portion 
.of his force. , ither of theft! cafes would probabJy have opened my way to Albany. 
In thefe circumftances, could the preference UpOA thefe alternatives admit of a mo­
ment's Iefiection? To wait fo fair.a prof pea of effecting at laft the great purpofe 
of the campaign, or to put a victorious army, under all the difadvantages ,of a beat-

D one, ,by a difficult and difgraceful retreat i relioqui!hing the long expected co­
.operation, in the very hour of its promife, and leaving Sir Henry Clinton's army, 
-and probably Sir Willi m owe's, expofed, with fo much of the feafon of the cam­
paign to run, to the whole force of Mr. Gates, after he 1hould have feen me on the 
.ocher fide of HllMon's RiV<er. , 

Some of the -fame confiderations, and other concomitant circum(tances, will, in 
part, ferve to account for my not att~cking the enemy during this interval; for in this 
titUation, as in former ones, my conduCt: has been arraigned upon oppofite principles. 

. T~ 
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The committee will obferve, that after receiving intelligence of Sir Henry Clinton's 
defign, diffi rent melfengers were difpatched by different rout s, to inform thar officer 
of my fituationJ and of the time I thought I could continu . it. To h ve hazarded 
a repulfe, under fo reafonable an expectation of a powerful' iverfion, would, in my 
opinion, have been very unjufrifiable; but when I add, that from the backwardnefs, 
or defection, of the few Indians that remained, the numbers of rifle-men, and other 
irrecyulars employed on the enemy's out-polts, and the frrength an d rknel! of the 
furrounding woods, it had not yet been pratticable to gain ny competent knowledge 
of thei~ pofition, I truft every man will go with me in the f<!ntimenr, tn t 11 thefe 
circumftances conlidered, an attack would have been confummnte rafh ncfs. 

Another very pow("rful renfon, that operated on the fide of delay, \.a$ the frate of 
my fick and wounded. umbers of the latter were r covering faft; many '(ellent 
officers in particul r; and the more I delayed the {honger I gr w. The time alfo en­
titled me to expect Lieutenant Colonel St. Leger's corps would be arrived at T' on­
derog:!, and fecret means had been long concerted to enable him to mal ~ an effort 

·· join me, with probability of fuccefs. 
Upon mature confidcration of thefe and other circumftances attending thi eriod,. 

come to my knowledge lince, I am clearly of opinion, that h d th reinforcement from 
England arriTed in time, to have en bl d Sir Henery Clinton to h ve eff<!clcd the {hoke 
he afterwards fo ga.llantly made in the highlands,. any time between the t YO actions, I . 
fhould have made my way. 

The difpatch alluded to, proceeds to ftate the reafon that induced me to make the 
•. movement on the 7th Ottober. I fhall only add, to obviate a fuppofed error, in not 

auvancing my whole line, that the part remaining in my camp, operated as effi ,ctually. 
to keep the enemy's right- wing in check., from fupporting th ir left, as if it had 
moved, with this additional advantage, that it prevent d the dallger of their aJ~ 

ancing by the plain, near the river, and falling upon my rear. 
I have reafon to believe my difappointment on that day proc eded from an uncom­

mon circllmftance in the conduct of the enemy. Mr. Gate~, as I have been informed, 
had determined to receive the attack in his lines; Mr. Arnold, who cnmmanded on the 
left, forfeeing the danger of bing turned, advanced without confulcation wirh his ge­
neral, and gave, infread of receiving battle. The frroke might h:lVe been' fatal on his 
part had he failed. Bat confident 1 am, upon minute xamination of the ground 
fince, that had the other idea been purfue I, I fuould in a few hours have gained a 0.. 

fHion, that in fpite of the enemy's numbers, would have put thtm in my power. 
Difagreeable as i the ncceffity, I muft here again, in juO:ice to my own army, recur () 

ule vigour and obl1inacy with which they were fought by the enemy. A more deter­
mined perfeverancc th n they fhewed in the attack upon the ~jnes, though they were 

D. fioally 
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finally repulfed by the corps under Lord Ba1carras, 1 believe, is not in any omc~r ~ 
. xperi nee. It will be the bufinefs of evidenc to prove, that in the part, where Co 
lond Breym:m was kill , and the en'emy p netrated, the 111ifchief could not be re­
paired, nor under it the camp be 10 ger tenable. 

The tranfaCtions of the enruing night, the day of the eighth, and the who! progrefs 
.of th retrrat LO Jratoga, will be laid before the committee minutely in the courre of 
my evidence, as wdl as ev fy circumfbnc , from the time the army arrived there to the 
:figning the convention. 1 have only to premife, that, I trull;, I !hall be abJe to prove, 
to the fatisfaction of the committee, that even in this fituation, I had the chance of a 

.favou rable event. The enemy h d intended to attack by the plain of Saratoga. On 
,the morning of the I I th, a coofiderable column had aCtually pam d the Fiih Kill for 
that pmpofe during the fog, which at that feaCon was regular till fometi me after fun 
'rife. The intention w s prev nted taking place, by intelligence one of their generals 
;l'eceived frorv a deferter, that I had a line formed behind the bru!h*wood, to fupport 
the poft of artillery, which was their immediate objetl: of attack. The gener I in­
ftantly retreated his column, and preven~ed a general action, which my polition, com- . 
pared with the propaCed one of the enemy, gave me re'afon to hope would have been to 
111y aavanrage. . & 

I have In{ewife :i fatisfatl:ory confidence, that I fhall demonftrate that the intelligence 
1 ftared to the ,councils of war, refpecting the ftrength of the enemy, did not fall :!hort 
1n any part, and in fome parts much exceeded my OWIl belief, particularly on the on1y 
pollible routes' of my retreat; and that thofe pofts were not taken up during my fray 
at Saratoga, as has been reported, but fome of them previous to the action of the: " 
7th, and the reit immediately after it. 

I ihall clofe the whole of this by delivering at your table, from the hands of my fecre­
tary, an authenticated return of the force of General Gates, figned by himfelf, and the 
truth of it will be fupported from ocular teftimony, by every officer of [he Britifh 
army. Many of them are now in England, and ~fter what has been infinuated, not to fay 
chargeu in this Houfe, it becomes the duty of the accufers, not only to examine c10fely 
.the officers 1 have called, 'hut , to produce .any other :witnelfes, that in their thoughts 
may be qualified to fpeak to the good or bad order of the rebel troops, when they 
marched by in their prefence, and to their behaviour, when oppofed ,to our troops in 
,action. 

I' cannot clore this long trefpafs upon the patience of the committee, without ex .. 
p reffing .one trumble ho e, that in forll'ling a judgment upon the whole, or any diftinct 
l?aft of thefe tranfactions~ they will , be confidered as they muft h:we appeared at tbe 
time. for, I believe., where war is .concerned, few men in command WOU19 ftand ac-

quitted, 
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quitted, if any after-knowledge of faCts and circumfiances were brought in argument 
againft decifions of the momeoc, and apparent exigencies of the oec. fion. 

I fubmit all I have faid, fome of it, I fear not fufficiendy prel ared or arranged, 
with true refpect to the committee. I {hall not m ntion aU th. iradvantages unci 1" 

which I have preffed this bufiners upon their attention. I have caufe to regret the. b. 
fence of a moa confidentia1 friend in Major G neral Phillips ; zealous ad ocat s, I 
truft, in Major General Reidefel and Brigad ier Hamilton. Much of my vind! ati n 
is in the grave with: General Frafer; much with Colonel Ackland your 1 te membt.'r. 
1 uuft my zeal, in promoting this enquiry, as 1 have done,. ill be one mark of the 
fenCe I bear of the general character of this boufe; that how er men may be bi fi~ 1 
by political attachments upon common occaGons, when the honour of an individual i 
committed to their hands, they will alone b g\.1i ed by truth andjuftice. nd the next 
inference I fhould wifh to b drawn, from my earneftnefs for a public appeal, is this ; . 

• that however others may impute errors to my conduct, I am myfelf oOllf¢ious of th 
rectitude of my int(ntions. 

• 
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Jovis 200 die May, 1779. 

t() confider of the fev-erai Papers which were prefbtted to the 

Houfe by Mr. De Grey, upon the 19th Day of March- la~, p'llrfuant to 

their Addrefs to his Majefiy .. 

'Mr. F. Montagu in the Chair . . " • 
SIB. GUY CARLETON was called in and examined by General Burgoyne as follows" : 

1. Q., DO you 'recolleCt having r~ceived a letter from the fecretary of ftate) mention: 
ing the reafons that made it .expedient for you to remain in the province of 

~. 

4· 

"~. 

Qgebec? « " " 
A. Yes, very well. . 
~ What was the date of it? 
A. I think the 12th of Auguft, 1776-1 am fure it was in Augull. 
Q, Was not the date of that letter long before the rerum of General Burgoyne fronl 

Canada to Great Britain 1 
A. Yes. 
Q,Dl1ringihewinter, preceding the campaign of 1777, was .not the artillery pr';: 

pared at Montreal for field fervice, upon the fuppofition that you was " to command 
the army b~ond the frontiers of the province? 

A. It was. . 
Q Was the p.r.oportion :tllotted to General" Burgoyne for :field fervice more than 

was intended, had you fo commanded? 
A. 1 don't precifely recolleC1: that-It does not fl:rike me there was any great dif. 

ferenc.e. • 
0:.. Was the quantity of artillery decided on in concert with· Major-General PI illip£, 

and on histecommendation ? 
A. The artillery I hac} prepared for the campaign, ~n a fuppo~tjon I was to go my­

felf, was in ,concert with General PhiJlip~ That department, as well as others, was 
put un·der the command of General Burgoyne on h.is arrival; and, I fuppofe, he fol-
lowed the (arne method fo far as regatded the arti.llery. . 

7' .Q. nid ·General Burgoyne apply to you for troops from Canada to garriCon Ticon., 
deroga when he advan~ed ? . 

A. Hedid. 
·8. ~ What was the purport of your anfwer ? 

A. That I did not think myfe1f juftified to grant it by my orders-My aDfw~r will 
apJlear mote 'precifely by a c021 ~f my antwer to General Burgoyne. . " 

" ,~Da 



Sir O. Carleton.] EVIDENCE. 

Q. Do you recollect that General Burgoyne informed you of the motive on which 
. he procecde;1 from Skenefborough to ort Edward by land in preference to th route by 

Ticonderoga and Lake George? 
A. 1 do. 
Q Did you concur in his fenciments ? 
A. I remember my anfwer was an anf,,'er of approbati !) . 

Q. Do you kRow of any circumftance of cneral Burgoyne's military conduct, 
while under your command, that you difilpproverl? , 

A. I had no realon to difapprove of any part of bis conduct: while under 1l1}' con-
mand. [Withdrew. 

Again called ill , and examined by other J1fembers (If the Committee. 

~ Whether, when ou propofed £0 take that train of artillery with you that you 
have mentioned, it was with a view to the r duCl:ion of the fortS at Ticonderog ; or 
whether you propofed to have taken with you the fame train of rtiH ry in c< fc: YOll had 
marched forward in the country toward Albany? .. 

A. It was with an intention to reduce the fom and lines at Ticon leroga; the train 
of artill ry was calculated for that fI rvice. 

<L Whether you know what proportion of artillery was carried forward I y the ar­
my under General Burgoyne's command after the reduCtion of ' Ticond 'roga ? 

A. I don't recolleet. 
Q. Would you not, in cafe you had reduced Ticonderoga and marched forwards 

towards Alp.any, have carried with you a train of field artillery? 
A. I probably fuould have taken artillery with me . 

. 0.:. Had you forefeen a neceffity of fortifying a camp at Albany, would you not 
have carried fome guns of the calibre of twelvelounders and light twenty--four ? 

A. It is ~eal1y a very difficult matter off. han to run illto all the minute operation 
of a s;ampalgn; evcry meafore of that fort mua have b en a matter of confideration 
and deliberation, and there are a thoufand circumll:nnct that might h ve determined 
me upon the fpot-I don't willi to conce 1 from this Houfe any thing that 1 would 
have done-but I lop th y will confider, that every gentleman may have difit:rent 
idea.s of the ftate and ficuation of the army, as exprelred by the que/tion afk d, and the 
leafr inaccuracy of expreffion on my patt may convey ideas vel'y different fro n what 
}·could willi-In general, fo confidcrable a corps as that was, very feldom moves 
without artillery, but the precife number muO: depend on a v riety of circl1mfbnces. 
which the difcrerion llnd judgment of the officer who commands muft determine. 

Q. Were not the orders YOll received from government pofitive, fOI' cneral Bur-
goyne to march to A1bany ? ' 

ou[c A. The orders h'a 'e been publilhed I underftand-Every gentleman in thi 
muft be a judge of thofc orders whether they were pofiLive or not. 

Q. Oid YO'l not receive a Jetter, dat~d the 5th of April, from Sir William low. 
ii/forming you t at he could nOt fend any force t aill(\: the 0 c~ation of General 
Burgoynt:'s army? 

A. 1 received a letter from Sir \Villiam Howe relative 0 his oreratjon~, a cop}' of 
which wa fent to General Bllrgoyne-l thinl- it wa nor jl1il: i thole tt.:rm ~ , but a 
t:0p' Ol' the letter is on the ta. ~ 
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~ Whether on that information, you confidered that you had any difcretionary 
power to detain General urgoyne aft r th information? 

A. Certainly not. 
~ Whether in cafe of any difficulty that General Burgoyn might meet with on his 

march, there was any latitu given to him (General Burgoyne) to re teat? 
A. I faid before, that the orders were before the Houfe, who are competent to 

judge on that point. 
Q,:.. Did you yourfelf underftand thofe orders to General Burgoyne to be pofitive ? 
A. That is giving an opinion upon what perhaps may be a queftion in the 

Moure; whereas 1 have already faid, the Houfe are as competent to judge as I 
am. 

<2.:., Is the Committee to underfrand from that anfwer, that you have any objeCtion 
of giving your opinion on that queftion ? 

A. I have an objection to give an opinion on almofr all points. 
<2.:., Did you giv~ it in orders to General Burgoyne, in cafe he met with any diffi­

culties during his march in Canada, under your command, not to proceed? 
A. I fuould have taken care that General Burgoyne met with no difficulties in 

his march in Canada; nor do I well fee bow he could. 
Q:., W.here do the boundaries of the province of Canada end> 
A. Between the Illinois and Point au It r. 
<2.:., Is the fortrefs of Ticonderoga in Canada? 
A. No. 
~ Did your commiffion, as commander in chief of the troops in the northern 

divifion, extend beyond the boundaries of Canada to Tic nderoga? 
A. That commiffion as commander in chief, I underfrood, did extend fo far' 

hut by the orders already alluded to, or by thofe which General Burgoyne brought out 
in the fpring 1777, I underftood that my command was reftrained to the li~its of the 
province, and tpat General Burgoyne was entirely from under my command, as· 
100n as he paffed the limits of the proviuce~ 

<2.:., Did you apply to the fecretary of il te for a reinforcement of 4000 men, 
as neceffary for the campaign of 1777 ? 

A. I recollect when G neral Burgoyne was coming home in the fall of 1776, as 
I was perfettly fatisfied with his conduct in th preceding campaign, I talk dover 
with him, in confidence, what I thought neceffary for the fClllowing campaigli; 
among other things I defired him to make a memorandum to demand 4000 men, as 
a reinforcement for the enfuing campaign, or at leaft for four battalions. I think 
I have feen thofe memorandums were accurately ftated and laid before the­
Houfe. 

Q. What part of that 4000 men which you thought neceffary for the campaign of 
1777, was· actually fcn out to anada in that yeal' ? 

A. I do not accurately remember how many-I think a very fmall part-You may 
have a very precife account from the returns. 
~ Of tha {mall part fent in 177.7, ,did not a certaill Eroportion arrive very late in, 

the year? 
A. Ye.s, a part arr.i ved late. 

4 
< , Q. Mte 



Sir G. Carl ton.J IDE N 

Q... fter ·ou had received your 0 ers fr m the fI cr tary of {ht , did you appr -
h nd that G ncr 1 Burgo ne,. 1 ng a h Vi 5 \\ :thin th )rovince 0 nuda, w 
pofitively under our command? 

A. Yes, I did: as long s he was in the pro ince of C ,ac!a, 1 1 ok d n him to b 
pofitively under my command; but the 10 d of thc ' diti n b jng on hi :(houl .. 
der , I thought it proper that h ,in 1l things fhould (\ir c ; no here r I avc our 
immediate rders, that not only the troops he Wll t ommrmd out f b pr. 
vince, but all the departments nec (fury for th affiO:illg hi xp dition, fhould compl 
immediately, and \ ithout delay, ,ith v ry requifition and ord r he 1l1Oull giv . 
The r fon of my doing fo wa , that no time might be loft. I 1y required th 
they ihould report to me ~ hat ord rs they had r eiv d frum Geller 1 Burg ync. 1 
beli ve thofe orders are alfo on the table. 
~ Will YOll explain to the Committ e whlt you mean by th W I'ds, load (If the 

t.rptditiolZ l ing on Ceneral Bzwg 'ne's jboulJt1rs . 
A. I had n particular meaning; they ar word I iliould hav tlfe on any expedi­

tion of importance. 
~ If General Burgoyne had met ith very c nfiderable diffi tll~e 0 imp de hi 

progr fs within the provine of anada, would ou have thOll ht yomli If ju!l:ifi­
able in giving any orders to General Burgo ne, differ nt from th [I: tranfmitted to 

. G neml Burgoynl', through 'OU, from th fccretnry of {tate? 
A . a there Leen any difficultie in Canada, I would n t have given him ul 

the command. • 
Q., Having (riven up the command to General Burgoyne, nnd having order d all 

the troops to obey him. only r!p fting th it' proc ding to you, oul y u aft r 
that, have thought yourfelf jufiifiablc t chnnge the order to Gener.l Burgoyne 
upon his meeting with great difficulties Oil the frontiers of the n ighbolll ing pro 
vincc:1 ? 
. A. I really did not mean to evade h C'J.uefrion in the leafr. I t did not appe' r to m 
poffible that there ~ould be any difficulties. I don't mean to fay there ould not, from 
the nature of the country, be difficulties in tbe march hlt might occ fion dela ', bu 
by the nature of the' quefiion lund rll od difficulties from the enemy. In that cafe 
I iliould not have thought myfelf jufiifiable in giving up the command. 

<L If you had heard, that on the [romiers, and within the province of Canad , 
there was the greatefr reafon to think, that th refifiance of n rnl Burgoyne's rmy 
was fo great as to make it, in your opinion, e ceedilJgl r difficult for that Oener 1 to 
force his way to lbany, would you think yourfelf jufiifiable in giving differ nt 0 -

ders to General Burgoyne, from hofe given by the fecretaryof flate; r would you 
have hought the fecretary of £late's orders for General Burgoyne's army fo per mp­
tory that il would . not be proper for you to interfere? 

A. If I under.fiood the quefiion as it now frands, it is what I would hav~ done. had 
the province been iovaded, or clofe on the point of being invaded, and the enemy 
ent ring the pro ince. 
~ The quefiion d ..... cs not mean an invading arm r, but a refiO:ance from the enemy 

to th,· rogr fs f G neral Burgoyne's army, in the cafe £lated in the 1 !l: quer. 
iOD? 

A. In . , 

31• 

33· 
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A. In that cafe, that an enemy 1hould be found (within the limits of my com· 
mand) I Ihollld have ordered all the troops deftined for the clefence of the province, 
to have immediatel); joined thofe defiined for General Burgoyne, od have reaffum· 
cd the command of all, until tho e obftruetions had been removed. within the 
limits of my authority. . 

Q:., SlIppafe no enemy within the province of Canada, but pofted in fuch a manner 
upon tbe lint: .of communication with Albany, as to make it exceeding difficult for 
General Burgoyne to obey the orders given to him, would you tbink yourfdf jufti. 
fiabJe in giving different orclers to General Burgoyne, flOm thofe given by the fe­
cretdry of fiate ; or would you have thought be fecretary of thee's orders for 
Generc I Burgoyne's army fo peremptory that it would .not be proper br you to 
interfere? . 

A. I could not change General Burgoyne'!> orders 011e tittle, that was my opinion; he 
received his orders from the (arne power that gave me my authority; when one he 
paffecl the limits of my command, I neither could give him orders, nor would he 
Le juftified in o~eying them. 
~ Do you mean the latter part of that anfw'er as an anlwer to a queCl:ion which 

fuppofes General Burgoyne within the limits of the province of Canada? 
A. No : while he was within the limits of the province of Canada, I would 

have given General Bucgoyne orders in all cafes of difficulty and danger. There 
being no fuch cafe when General Bur~o}'l;e arrived in Canada, in 1777, nor a pof­
flbility of an event of that fort, I put the troops and all th ings under his com~ 
mand, which concerned his expedit ion, that he might arrange and combine their 
motions according to his own plan of operation for the campaign, tnat no time might 
be loft by any unneceff'ary applications to me, which the firiCt forms of my command 
might otherwife require. (Withdrew. 

Again called in. 

Q. hould you, if you had been in Gt:neral Burgoyne's fituation, and acting un. 
der the orders which you l(inow he received, have thought yO'Jrfelf bound to . 
j'lur(ue hem impJici ly, or at libt:rty to deviate from them? 

A. I ihol1ld certainly have thought tnyfelf bound to have obeyed them to the tlt,.. 
muft of my p weI'; but, to fay as a military man, that in all cafes poffible, I 
n lift h:l"'c !~one on, is a very nice thing to fay indeed; it mua have thrown me, and 
1 {llppo(e evcry offi cer, into a moll. lll1plearant and anxious fitu tion, to have d:­
b ted v .. irhin himfel f. whetber h was or was not to go on. Every mao mull decide 
for himfClf. \ Vbat I would have done, I really clon't know; the particular fituatlol1 , 
and a 1 1n'5 own particular f elings, muCl: determine the point. If I miglu be indll l­
fled, I would i)cg leave to fay, that I did not mean to evade any q\.J(~fiion ; I meant to 
anl\\ er dire lly ; ye t quefiions 01,), be pm 0 mc, of (0 delicat a nature, and perha ps 
110 O1l'ln in tbe \"orld is ill a m re deticate fituation, with refpea: to the prefent cafe in 
Cjl1efiion, and the bufinefs of this Cummitt e, rhan 1 am; when fuch qllefiions are 
put to me, I {hall pray the indlligence of the Committee, to be excll[ed anfwering 

hem . , 

. ( 
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them, but I will not evade them. As I now underftand the meaning of the ri ght 
honourable member in the former queftions to bl. Whether I (bonld have taken 
upon me to fuperfede the King s ord rs, fuppoflng I knew of nny unrurmount ble 
difficulties in the way, as that I bad information of 20,000 men at Ticonderoga, 
before General Burgoyne left the province of Canada, I fuould ha e told Gen ral 
Burgoyne my information? But it was General Burgoyne who \. S to err)' th 
orders into execution, and not me, and therefore it was lIpon hi own jlldgm nr he 
was to determine; I lbould have giv n him my opinion, but I think I had no ri ht 
to give him orders under thofe circumfianct's. 
~_ Who was it thac made the arrangement and diftriuution of the troop that 38• 

were to be left for rhe defence of Canada, independent of thofe under the omm nd 
of General Burgoyne? 

A. The orders that (I.re before the Houfe arc very full, and I th LIght ver lear. 
The Committee will fee in thofe orders the troop that were defiil1t!d for General 
Burgoyne's expedition, and the troops that 'were to r mai n for the d fcnce of the 
province. • 
~ Who made that diftribution ? 39. 
A. It came. to me from the (e retary of frate. 
Q Did not the orders froro the {i cretary of fiate go to the detail of the fmulldl: 40. 

pofts within the province? . 
A. The letler is before the Committee. • 
Q£e11:ion repea ed. 
A. I fuould beg for the letter to be read; I dontt willi to avoid any qudlion, but 41. 

I wifu to be accurate. 
~ Was the diftribution of the troops prefcribed to you by the {i cretary of nate, or 42. 

left to your difcretion ? 
A. In mentioning the number of troops which were to remain in that province. it 

was there faid that thofe troops would be fufficient for garrifoning fuch and fuch 
places, particularizing them. 

Q. Did you ever know an inftance, in your military life. of a minifl:er making a 43. 
difrribution of troops for the defence of a province, without taking tbe opiLlion or 
leaving a great deal to the difcretion of rhe governor of that Ffovince, tbat governor 
being an aCting military offic r of very high ran . 

A. I never had the honour to correfpond with a fecretary of flate till I was ap­
poin d to the com mand of that province. 
~ Whether you was confulted upon the practicability .of pell rating from the «. 

frontiers of Canada to Albany by force, with the frrengrh alloued to G , ral Bur­
goyne for that purpofe ~ 

A. No; I was not. 
~ Are you acquainted ~ith the paffage from New York to Canada by the Hud- 45. 

fon's River. 
A. I have gone that way . 
.Q. Have yon obferved it with a view to military operation ? 46• 
A~ No; I never made the tour having any military operations in n w. 

Q. Arc -
\ 
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0.:. re rou aC'l'lHlinted \\ ith the' force ~ which Sir v\"dliam H owe:! had unde.r his­
imm~uiate command at and abollt New York, on the 17lh of July, 1777 ? 

A. I am not. 
ct.. SLlpp()(jn~ Sir vVilJiam lowe hac! J 2',000 effe :ti \'e m n, be-fides a fufficient· 

force J od~ed in New York, Staten Iflancl, and lung Wand; to defend them againfl: 
Gener<11 \V:.101ington's army, fllp[lo(jng General vVatllington's army in the ] crfies , nca r 
Quibble 'J o\\: I~,and that Sir \Vil1iam HO\v had received a counts of General HUI ~O) IW '5 

fuecefs a Ticonderoga, a:1d was acquainted '\ 'ith the ('rdeJ'!> under which General 
Burgoyne acted; i5 it your opinion that the befl: mov:'ment Sir William Ho\\'c 

'mid have made for the pmpofes of forward ing the execution of the orders , under 
which General Burgoyne aCl:ed, would have been to hare failed with his army from· 
New York to Chefapct1K. Bay? _ 

A. Had I had the honou-I' to have commanded 011 that fide, I do not know what I 
:fhould have done mvCelf. 
~ After you re~eiv&d the letter from Sir William HO\~.'e, informing yeu of his 

intended expediti~n to tbe (outhward, whether you did expect that Sir William 
Howe's army cuuld co-operate on tbe HuMon's River with the northern army that 
[eafon ? 

A. I dont knov. 
Q. Whether YOll though t, after the recei'i)t of that letter, that it W 5 probable · 

there: would be a co-operation from the {('i.nhern army? 
A. I to k it for granted, that Sir \Villiam Howe knew what he was about, and 

would do what he thOtlght befl: for the public ferviee. I really was fo little in­
form t.: d of all the particular circumfl:aD es of his firu ation and of the provinces under 
his conlmand, that I could form no judgment of tbe propriety or impropriety of his 
co nULlCt, or of the effects of his meafures. 

ct.. Did 'our informarion lead you to believe, that tbe inhahitants betvyeen Sara. 
tOga and Albany, were fo well affeCted to bis Majefiy and Great Britain, a that 
there would be much advantage -derived from their alIifl:anee to the King's army in 
the profecution of General Burgoyne's expedition? 

A. I had fre(luent accounts from that part of tbe country, that theret were numbers ; 
reaciy to take aClns ann. join the King's troops if they {hould penetrate fo far. 
~ Du YOll mean, by penetrating Jo jar, to Albany, or to the length the army. 

got ~ 
A. The ",hole extent of the ihhabited ' country, according· to the information . 

brmlght to me. . . 
~ Had YOLl no informatio.n that a formidable mililia might be raifed in that 

country to oppofe his Majefl:y's arms? 
A. ' es ; I had (uch information . 
Q.. Di I ynu think that the fOice which General Burgoyne carried with him from 

Ticonderoga t()ward~ Albany was fufficiellt to oppo(e fil ch force? 
A. I reall y mua beg leave to be excufed anfwering that queftion. 
ct.. If YOll had been cO~1rulted refpetling General Burgoyne's expedition, knowing 

the nature of that country, and the force General BllJ'goyne had, would you or 
nor have advifeJ fuch an enterprize? 

i A. If. 
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A. If I had had the honour to comnvmd in th t campaign as I hl 
I don't pre ifely know what I 1hould ha done m felf. 

Q.. Did you give any advice for employing the favogei ? 
A. 1 don'r r olJett that I faid any thing abom th m. 

J ovis 27° die Maii, 1779-

in til fi nn r, 

56. 
[If itbdr(".,(J, 

EARL of BALCARR .-.S called in and examined by General B~rgoyne. 

Q. IN what fration did your Lordlhip ferve in the campaigns in America, in" 1776, (, 
and 1777 ? , 

A. 1 commanded the Briti!}) light infantry. 
<L Was the Britifu light infantry continutlly attached to the corps under the ~. 

commanQ of Brigadier General Frafer? 
A. Yes. 
<L Had you occafion to obferve that General Burgoyne and General Frafer lived 3. 

together -in friend1hip and confidence? 
A. Ye, I had. 

t · Q.., Had you reafon to believe that General Frafer was confulted by G naral Bur- 4-
,goyne in all material operations? 

A. I had rea(on to believe that General Frafer was confulted in many material 
ope acion . 

Q.. Does your Lord{hip know or believe that the proportion of artillery, nt- 5. 
tached to General Frafer's corps through the whole campaign, was according to his 
requifitions and defires ? 

A. I underftood from General Frafer, that the proportion of artillery allotted to 
.him was agreeable to his own fequifitiol'ls. 
~ Do you recollect the nlllhber of kilkd and wounded in General Frafl r's corps, 6. 

at the affair of Huberton > 
A. I don't recollect exacl'ly; 1 think it was about 150. 

'Q... What was your opinion of tne behaviour of the enemy on that day? 7-
A. Circum£l'anced as t11e enem y was, as an army very ard preifcd in their retreat, 

they certainly behay~d with great gallantry. 
<L Was it prafricabl ) the nature of the country, the fatiglle of the King's troops, Po 

!the car", of t e'\i ounded, and other circumftances cOllfidered, to have pur[ucd the ... 
nemy farther after tbat aCtion 1 

.:A.. It was 1 or 
Q. Do 

'l7 , 
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Q Do you recollect .on what day General Frafer's corps rejoined the army at 
Skendboro 19h ? 

A. (1) the 9th of Jul y ; r think that it was on that day . 
. On \\ hat ciay was the a ·ion at Hul>erton? 

A. On the 7th of July. 
Q.. D :> you rc~coile t the diffiCLllties of removing the \\"onnd ed from Huberton to 

tbe hofpital at Ticonderoga? ... 
A. From the d ifiance and badnefs of the roads, the dIfficulties attending tbc re­

moving of the hofpi tal muft have been very great. 
Q:,.. Was it pradicable, unlefs the wounded had been left cy.po(ed to he enemy, 

to have rejoined the army fooner ? 
A. It was not. 
Q.. D oes your Lordlhip recollect how the army was employed between tha t time 

and the march to Fort Edward ? 
A. The Britiili were employed in opening the country and m3king roads to Fort 

Anile; the G efm ans under General R eidcfel were d cached about four r:een miles to 
the left. 

<4.. Do you recollect the poft the enem y abandoned upon the afcent from the 
Low Country to the Pitch Pine Plains, in the march from Fort Anne to Fort Ed­
ward? 

A. I do recollect fllCh a place. 
Q... Had the enemy mainlained their ground on that poft, do you apprehend 

that a confiderable portion of artillery would have been neceifary t~ ifladge 
them? 

A. Artillery would cenai"rlly have been of great ufe to diiIopge the enemy. 
Q. Did you ever fee an infl:ance, during YOLlr fervice in America, that the rebels 

continued twenty-four hou rs On the fame place without entrenching; and was i not 
alfo their general praetice to add abba ties to their entrenchments? 

A. The rebels were al ways indefatigable in fecuriug themfel ves by entrl'nch .. 
ments, and in general they added an abbatis to thofe entrench ments. 

<4.. Do you remember the pofition. the eoeD1Y abandoned at Schuyler's Itl~nd ? 
A. r do remember to have paffi d fu ch an poft once. 
Q.. Does you Lordfhip think tbat pufition could have been forced without a 

num erous artillery or heavy lof5? 
A. I do not think it could. 
Q... From the nature uf that country, do you think that poft could have been 

tl.:rned ? -
A. Not without greatly rirquing the boats and portable magazines. 
Q. Is it pallible at any time in that country, and with a fmall army, tn quit 

the navigable rivers, without leaving the boats and portable magazines expofed ? 
A. I imaginp. it is not. 
<4.. Did you live i 1 habits of intimacy and communication with General Frafel' ? 
A. I did. 
<4.. Was General FraCer of a warmth and opennefs of temper that generally 

made him communicative of his fentiments, when they differed from the fentiments 
of thofe with whom he aCted? I A. General 



Earl of Balcarras. J E V IDE NeE. 

A. General Frafer's temper was 'warm, open, nd communi ative, but referv din 
matters of confidence. 

Q. Did ):.Ju ever hear General FraCer exprefs difap robation of the me Cure of paf- 23 ' 
fing Hlldfon's River? 

A. Inver did. 
Q. Was not a bridge conftruCted of rafts, and Com ,. boats thrown over that 24. 

river a little before the time of the attack on B nnington ? 
A. There was. 
Q., Did not General Frafds corps pafs the river by that bridge, and tuke paft on 2.5. 

the h ights of Saratoga? 
A. It did. 
~ Do you remember that bric1ge being carried away by the orr nr and Lad 26. 

weather, whereby tbe communication was cut off bet\\' en chat orp and the muin 
body of the army? 

A. I do. 
Q, ViTas General Frafer's corps recalled after that aCtion, and 0 )ligec.l to r pnfs 27. 

the river in boats and fcowls? • 
A. It was. 
Q Do YOll remember General Frafer expreffing his forro\ for bing obligcd to rc- 28. 

turn back ove .. the HuMon' Riv r? 
A. I rem mber General Frafer mentioning it with regrt't. 
Q. Had the rear guard of General Frafl ' 5 lorps been attacked during that paf- 2.9. 

fage over the river, would n ( a powerful fire of artillery from the oppotite fhore 
have been of great ufe, if not the nly means of prote ing them ~ 

A. If the enemy had atta ked General Frafel', they would have lound him in ~\ 
very bad polture; it \\'as im offible to take a bener, and, as they ould no be fup­
ported b the line, the only means of fafety mult 'have been to get under over of 
the fire of Ollr artiller}'. 

Q. Was there not an expeCtation and impatience of the tro ps in genrral to pa~ 30' 
Hudfon's River, and adrance on the enemy? 

A. There was . 
Q Was there not a gr.ner I confidence and alacri ty on th occ (j n? 3T. 
A. There was. 
Q. From there cireumftances, and yom other kno\\ ledge of the army, do you not J ~. 

believe that to have made no further attempt on tI.l,; nem would luve au red c.lir­
appointment and dejeCtion in the troops, and refletti 115 011 th general? 

A. The troops were in the highefl fpiri~s, and v.' ifhed to be led r)l1. 

Q Does you r Lord/hip recollett the march up to the enemy on the morning of 33. 
the 19th of September? 

A. I do. 
Q,:. Was the combina ion of the march fuch, as, tba notwi h( anding the paf- 34. 

fage of the ravill~s and the thicknei's of the -'Woods, the C()\Llmn of J'encral I'rafer's 
march, and that ot the Britiili line, led by General Burgoy ne, v. erc in a filuation It 

fupport each other, and fpeedily to form ill line of Gattlc, ar me time he enemy h('-
gan the at ack ? 

A At" r 

\ 
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. A. After the columns had paired the ravines, they arrived .at their refpeetive 
pnfrs with reat precifion in point of time, and every fortunate cHcumfiance attend­
ed the forming of the line. 

Q..., H ow lon~ did that action 1aft ? 
A. Th e Britifh were attacked partially abont enc o'.c1ock. The aCtion was gene-

ral at three, and ended at {even o·clock. _ 
36• <t... From the nature of the c.ountry. was it poffi 1 tn d~fcern the enemy'.s pof!-

tion or movements, to form any Judgment what attacks were 10 force, and what :were: 
fein ts ? 

37· 

A. I think not. 
<L Did we remain mafiers of the field of battle ~ 
A. We did. 

38. -<t... Had the field of battle been weJl difputed by the .enemy? 
A. Th e enemy behaved with great obftinacy and courage. 

39· 

40. 

<t.. Was it too dark to Imrfue with effect at the time the action ended? 
A. It was.· 
Q D id the ~ing's troops take up ground nearer to t,he enemy, the morning after 

the aaion ? 
A. It was rather nearer to the enemy .. 
Q. How near were the out-pofts of General Frafer's corps to the out-pons of the 

enemy from that time to the aaion of the 7th of Oaober? 
A. I 1hould imagine within half a ile. 
Q From the nature of the connn)" and the fituation of the enemy's out-pofi:s, 

was it poffible to reconnoitre tbei r pofitioll ? 
A. From the nature of the country, the difficulties attending reconnoitering muft 

have been very great. 
43. ~ Were not the riflemen, and other irregulars, employed by the enemy at out-pofts 

and on [couts, an overmatch for the Indian or provincial troops that w re with the 
army at that time? 

A. They were. 
~4. <t... Was not General Frafer's corps continually at work during the interval above~ 

mentioned, in fecuring their own pofts, and onening .the front .to oppofe the 
enemy? 

A. They were. 
<+5. ~After General Frafer received his .wound" on th.e 7th of Oetober, on whom 

did tbe command of his corps devolve? 
A. On me. 

46. Q Was you in a fituation on that day, to obferve the general difpofitioll of the 
army, made by General Burgoyne, previous to tbe aCtion? 

A. I remember two redoubts having been erected on the left, to cover the 
boats and provifions to enable General Burgoyne to make a detachment from 
his army. . 

-47. Q Was you in a fituation to ·obferve the difpofition made immediately befor.e 
. the attack by the enemy ? 

A. I only recolletl: the fituation of the two battalions of the ad.v~nced 
,corps. 

! 
Q. After 
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Q After the retreat to the lin ., were the lin s auacked, and , ith what. de- 4- • 
gree of vig ur? 

A. The lines were attacked, and with as mu h fury as the fir of fm II arms an 
ad mit. 
~ Does you:, Lordfhip rem mber that I art of the lin where you comm:ln lcd, 49' 

being vifired by General Burg 'ne during the attacl' ? 
A. I don't recollcl.. to ha e ft el) G nefal urgo)'ne. 
~ Was the cannon f gr at uC~ in the repul(e of the enemy in y ur p !1:? 50. 
A. Of very gr at nre. . 
Q.Do YOll thin:{ that poO: would have been tenabl ne.t morn ing, theenerny 51. 

having poffeffiol1 of Colonel Briemen's poft ? 
A. I do not think it " ·Oll ld. 
Q Would the pofTeffion of he poft by the nemy, tog ther 'with the p {fc:f· 52. 

fion of Colonel Briem n's poil s, ha e laid open I he flank and rear of the camp of 
the line? • 

A. It would. 
~ Wa the retreat in the night, and the n w di(pofition of the '\ hole ar'11Y made 53-

in good order 3L d without 10Cs ? 
A. It was. 
~ id the army remain under arms, and i momentary expectation of bat tle, 54. 

the whole of the day of the 8th? 
A. It did. 
Q. Do YOLl reme.mber the cOl. fufion and difficulties :tttending the line of baggage H. 

in the retreat , in the night 0 tbe 8 h ? 
Pi. I do . 

•. Q vVas not the retreat neverth Ids made in good ord r by the tro p, ~Jld 56. 
without 10Cs ? 

A. It was. 
Q D les yonr L ord!hip remember the weather, the ftate of the roads, the frate "7 . 

of the cattle, and t h difficulty of pailing the Fifh Kiln, in the retreat to Saratog., 
in the day and night of the 9th? 

• A. It rained inceffant ly, confequently the rtI ds were bad; the cattle w re n ar1y 
ftarv ed for want of forage, and the bridge over the hal Kill had be n deLlroycd by 
the enemy; the troops w re bliged to ford the river. . 
~ Had there been no enemy to opport: us, or no bridges or roads to rtpair, would 5~ . 

it have been poilible, from the ft te of the fat igue of the troops, . to have comil uf'd 
the march farther immediately after the arrival at Saratoga? 

A. The t 'oops were greatly fatigued, and the artillery had been left' on the other fide 
of the Fifh Ki ll. 

<it. Why were th y left on the other fide of the Filh Kill! 59, 
A. The bridg had bet=, deftroyed by the enemy; it was exceeding dark, and I do 

not k.now wh ther the ford w s paffable for the artillery without being firft exa­
mined . 

. ~ Do you remember the enemy opening a battery on the oppofite fide of HudCon', Go .. 
RIV r,_and. be circumftances at nding the opening that battery? 

A. The 

I 
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A. T he corps I cot11mandeJ was at that time pof\:erl, and they fired on us at that 
time, bm I do not know from what direGl:ion. . 

Q D ocs you r LorcHl ip remember the ihot from that battery gomg over the table 
wht:n you and fc vcral officers were nt dinne r ? . 

A. I did not t\inl: wi th General Burgoyne that day-I recollt:Ct hearing a cannon 
fi1 :lt had difi:o mpofcd the company at rhe general's cable. 

Q,:.. Confcq l1ently mutt noc chat battery have cu11 1111 :11J ed the ford over the HuMon's 
H iVt:'r ? 

J\ . I b jieve;; r rlid, I did Mt ree()l!d1: fro'm wh"t direct ion the fil0 t came, but they 
had R battery \\' hiLh commanded that ford . 

Q:. Du YOll :·t'(olkCl: on what day you was c311 ::0, with other commanders of corps, 
to the firft counci l of war? 

A. On the 13th of ORober. 
0.:.. Was there a fpot in the whole pofi tion to be found for holding that council, 

, hich was noe expoft d to ca nnon or rifle-iliot ? 
A . 'We were not fo fortunate as to find one. 
0.:.. Do you recolleCt thnt General Burgoyne, after f\:ating to the council the difficu l­

ties of the Iiwation, declare, that nothing iliould induce him to propofe terms to tl e ' 
enemy without the genernl concurrence of the generals and field officers of the army, 
and that he was ready to take the lead- in any meaCure that they ilio.uld think for the 
honour of the Britifil arms, or ... .'Ords to that effeCt ? 

A. I remember words to that effeCt. 
Q. Was the concurrence unanimous for treating on honourable terms? 
A. I hope J iliall ftand juf\:ified w ith the members of that council, when I haye the 

honour to declare to this Houfe, that. our fituation appeared to them fo decided as not 
to admit of one diffenting voice. 
~ When Colonel K ingfton brought back the fir(t propofition, wnerein it as fpc­

cified by Major General Gates, that the army iliould lay down their arms in their 
entrenchments and furrt:nder pri(oners of war, does your Lordiliip re member, that 
General Burgoyne, when he read them to the council, declared, he would not fet his 
hand co thofe conditions, or words to that effeCt? 

A. I think the words of the propofal from General Gates were, That the Britifh 
army ihould be ordered, by word of command from their -adjutant general, to lay 
down their arms in the entrenchments. It was rej eCl:ed with difdain by General Bur­
gOIlr', and the council concurred in his indignation. 

Q Were the counter propofals, penned by General Burgoyne, unanimoufiy ap­
proved? 

A. Thay were. 
Q . When thofe propofals had been agreed to by General Gates, but copies not 

figned uy either parey, do you r~member General Burgoyne informing the council of 
intelligence he hc..d received from a fpy in the night, and fubroitting to their confidera­
tion, whether it as confif\:ent with public faith, and- if fo, ex! edient to fufpend the 
execution of the treaty and truft to events? 

A. I do remember it. 
Q. Does your Lordfhip recolleCl: what was the refult of that confideration ? 

I 
3 I . A. The 
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A. The.determination of the council, on the queftion bing put, vas, that the pu-
blic faith was bona fide pligbted. . 

Q.. Though that was the opinion of the majority, was there not a diffi rence of opi- 7 (. 
nion in the council ? . 

A. There was. 
Q.. Were the opinions of the feveral commanding offic rs dked refp aing the con- 7'1. 

dition of their refpecti e corps, and what might ~e xpc.: ed from th m fen:raUy ill 
defperate cafes? . 

A. It was. 
Q.. Was there not on that queftion alfo difference of opinion? 73. 
A. There was. 
Q: After the Convention took place, did your Lordfhip {; e the army of G ncral 74. 

Gates pafs in review b fore General Burgoyne and Gener 1 Phillips? 
A.ldid. . 
Q. From the manner and 1ilence of their march, the order obferved in ke ping 7 j o 

their divifions, and an apparent ttention to their officers, did tho army a1' e r 
difciplined ? 

A. They marched in good order and were filent, and {; emed to pay :mcntion co 
th ir officers. Thefe are effencial points of difeipline, but I f: w nothing f- rther 
of i~ . 

Q.. From t~e ~eneral behaviour of the rebe~ troops in the diff~rent aetion in which 76• 
you was prefent 10 the coude of tbe cam aign, did you thinl them di iplim:d and 
refpe8able troops? 

A. When I anfwered the laft queftion, I fpol e to the manreuvre 1 faw upon the fpot. 
At all times when I was oppo[ed to the rebels, they fought with great courage and 
o ftinacy. 

udging by your eye, and the time the rebel army was marching in review, 77 • 
did you form any judgment of their number? 

A. It requires great experi nee to make computation of numbers by {; eing them 
pafs: as far as I could judge on the occ fion, chey (eem d to me to amount thir-
teen or fourteen thoufand rank and file under arms. 

Q.. Has your Lordihip reafon to know or b lieve, that the troops tha pam d in re- 7~. 
view were xclufive of thofe corps that had been fred on the olher fide of the ud-
fon's Ri er? 

A. ' hey were exclufive of thofe corps. 

Exami1ud by other Umbers of tbe Committee and by" General BurgO)'12e occtJjio1Zally. 

Q What was the general opinion of the army of General Burgoyne's behavioul 79' 
in aCtion nd in difficulty? 

A. I 1 I cared to me, tbat General Burgoyne always l)ofiC !fed himfelf in every 
fituation of danger "nd difficulty, and, I may venture to fay, it appeared [0 co the 
armv • 
. cl Had General Burgoyne the confidence of the army? 

A. He had. 
Q:. After the rrival of the troops at Cambridge, were the 
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. the army fatisfi d with the general's efforts to contribute to their comfort,. and redrefs 
their grievances? 

A. They were. 
Q. vVas the army fatisued with the general's behaviour at the court. martial held on 

Colonel Henley ? 
A. He carried on that profecution in perfon, and as fuch they were fatisfied with 

him. . 
Q. Did YOllr. Lordfhip ever hear any officer or foldier of th t army exprefs any diffa-

tisfat1:ion at the general's returning to England? . 
A. I did not. 
Q.. Does your Lordfhip think that the officers of that army willi to have their re­

fpeCtive merits ftated to their Sovereign, by the general in perfon who had the honour 
of commanding them? • 

A. It was the- willi of that army that General Burgoyne fhould go to Europe, to 
juftify not only his own condua, but the conduCt of the army he commanded. 

Q. Does YQur Lordfhip apprehend, that the return of General Burgoyne to that 
army, under perfonal diCgrace, and without any diftribution of preferment am<?ng the 
diftinguifued officers of that army, would be any fort of confolation to the troops 
lmder captivity? 

A. General Bllrgoyne, at all times, {bared the dangers and affliCtions of that army 
in common with every foldier; as fuci they looked on him as their friend, and cer­
tainly would have rectived him in perion, or any accounts of him, with every mark 
of affeCtion. 

Q.. Your Lordlliip having faid that if the rebels had maintained their poft, at t e 
afcent from the Low Countries to the Pitch Pine Plains, in the march from Fort Anne 
to Fon Edward, artillery would have been of great ufe to diflodge them; wiU y'our 
Lor9fuip fay what kind of artillery, of what calibre, would have been nec y"for 
that purpore ? 

A. Any of the artillery officers now under the order of the Haufe can give a much, 
morefatisfaCtory anfwer to that queftion thao I pollibly can~ . 

Q.. Did you fee that poft ? 
A. I think I faid I did fee ir. 
Q.. With what kind of work was that poll: fortified ?­
A. I fpoke of it merely from its utuation. 
Q.. Were there then any works or none? 
A. I don't recollect there were any works. 
Q.. If the army, after takillg Ticonderoga, had been embarked, and proeeeded 

direCtly to South Bay, would there have been any occauon to have attacked the poll: at 
Pitch Pine Plains at all ? 

A . . The army did proceed by South Bay, excepting a detachment of General Frafer', 
corps, and fom!: Germans to fupport him; and the army affembled at Skenefborough 
on the 9th or loth of July. 

Q.. Was it nee lfary to go to the poft at Pitch Pine Plains" in order to go to South 
Bay? 

A. They h .. d no fort of connection with each other. 
Q.. Might not the army have proceeded to F'Or.t Edward, and omitted the attack of 

that pafs, fuppofing it had been meade to be defended ? 
(. A. There 
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A. There were two routes to Fort Ed\ ard. General Burgo ne mil'Ylt frill 0 the 
fame route without any neceffity of attacking that poft, as there nw,hr .lldve been 
many different ways of diQodging the enemy from that pon: ithout tta ing it. 

Q. In how many infrances do YOll rememb r the rebels d fcnding th ir emr nch. 93. 
ments after they had made them? 

A. We never go a view of any of their entrenchments bu t fu h as t.hey h d 
voluntarily abandoned. 

Q. Is it then to be underfrood that they never. defended any entrenchments? l 4. 
A. They never did. 
Q. Did you ever hear General Frafel' expr fs his approbation of th pnffing of th ? 5. 

Hudfon's River? 
A. I never did. 
0.:. Did you ever hear General 'Frafer exprefs his approbation of the Bennington 96. 

expedition? 
A. That de~achment was made, and the bufiner: concluded, before I ver heard of 

the projetl: or execution. • 
Q Haveyoll occaGon to know, when tbe firit detachment was fent our under Co- 97. 

#I lonel Baume, -where they were ordered to r join General Burgoyne, after th y had per­
formed the fervi 'e they were fent on ? 

A. I don't· know. 
Q. Whether, in your ordlliip's opinion, aft the Jors the rebels had fuflained over 9 . 

njght, in the.action of the 19th of ptember, if they had been attacked brilk Iy at 
break of day, the next day, there was a probability that they could h ve frood their 
,ground? . 

A. I have not hefitated to give an opinion upon fuppofed matters, which muft have 
.been actt:nrled with evident and demonfrrable confequenc s; but I b g the in~ulgence 

• ~f the Houfe in declining to give any opinion upon any quefrion relative to [peculation 
or judgment. Had any general officer of that army under General Burgoyne been 
prefent in this'country, I QlOuld have confined myfi If mer Iy to the manreuvres of the 
·corps I corhmanded. As there is no general officer here, I willi to give this Houfe 
every information confifr nt with my rank in th army. 

Q. Had you any information that might indicate to you that the rebels were pre- 99' 
pared to decamp after t'he aCl:ion of the J 9th of eptember? 

A. I waS' ignorant of any fuch intelligence being re<..cived. 
Q. Had you any information of lheir bagga~e being packed up ? 100. 
A. I have already anfwered, that [ had no IOformation at all about ir. 
Q. In the action of the 7th of October, on which fide did the rebels force our lines 10 l. 

and make a lodgement? 
A. The lines to the right were frormed and carried. 
0:.. Were the lines attacked to the· left ? 102. 

A. To he left of that poft they were, but not to the left of the army. 
<k,Did not the pc..JJ(:ffion of Fort Edward, and the country thereabouts, cut off 103. 

the re(l:'eat of any garrifon that might have been in Fort George? 
A. It undoubtedly did • 
. Q. Had the .army proceeded to Fort. George by Ticond roga and Lake corge, 104. 

mIght not the enemy h ~ remained at Fort G;:orge rill the trenches were opened, 
and ha e frill bad their retreat fecure ?, 

F 2 A. That 
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A. That is a matter of opinion upon fpeculation. 
105. ~ Do you not think tha~ th Brirj(h army, being well provided with artillery, was 

a prob ble rearon for their not defending entrenchments? 
A. The rear an they did not defend their entrenchments was, that they always 

marched out of them and attacl ed us. 
106. Q. Does your Lordlhip think it would have been advireable, in point of prudence, 

or jufl: to brave troops, who had fllB-heel fevere Jo[s, to attack an enemy the morning 
after that lo[s, pofted within entren~hl11ents, which it was impoffible to recon­
noitre? 

A. That attempt was tried' on the 7th ofOttober, and did not fucceed. 
107. Q. Were not the enemy reinforced betwc n the 19th of Sept mber and the 7th of 

OC1:ober? 
A. J think it is lik Iy they were. 

108. Q.. Were they likely to be in better fj)irits to repel an attack the day after they had 
been repulfed. with great lofs, or when they had been reinforced, and en an army lie 
three weeks ina&ve in their camp? 

A. I do not judge of the fpirit of the enemy but when I was oppored to them 
myfdf. 

109. Q On the firft day of the aC1:ion, V(hen the enemy was repulfed on the 19th of 
September, had not our army fufl"t:rcd very confiderably ? . 

A. Tliey fllffered very confiLlerable lOis. 
110. Q.. 'Was not· the army recruited, and in better order, on the 7th of OC1:ober, than 

they were on the 20th of September? 
A. Numbers of the men who had. been wounded and difabled in the aC1:ion of the 

.19th, joined their corps on the 7th of OC1:ober. 
II I. Q. Was the behaviour of the enemy, oppofed to your Lord1bip, in the aC1:ions you 

have feen, fuch as to make them contemptible in the ye of a [oldier ? . 
. A. I have already mentioned, that they fOl~ght at all times with courage and ob-

frinacy. . . 
112. 0.:... Whether the behaviour of the enemy was fuch as to make advantages obtained 

'by them over his Majefty's troops more humiliating and difgraceful to the Briti1b arms 
than the fame advantages obtained by an equal number of any other troops? 

A. I myfdf felt more hllmiliation until 1 confidered that thofe advantages proceeded 
from the nature of the country, and not from the want of zeal or bravery in the Bri-
tiih troops. . _ 

1 J 3. Q. Whether th~ ene11lY"s troops were fuch bad troops as to make it more difp'raceful 
to have an advantage obtained by them over the King's troops than by the like ~umber 
of any other enemy over a like num~er . of his MaJefry's troops in the fame circum~ 
frances of country? ' . 

A. Th advantages gained by the rebels over the Briti1b troops proceeded from 
their local fituatio~ and not from the want of couraae in the Britilh troops. We 
were taught by experience that neither their attac~ nOl' refiftance was to be de­
fpifed. . 

] 14. Q Dirl you ever ferve againft any other troops? 
A. 1 commenced my fervice in America .. 

Q. Whether 
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Q.. 'Vh her the army under Gener 1 Burgoyne, in general, expet'red co-ol erotion I IS. 
i ll their fforts to go to Albany, rom th rmy under the command of Sir \\'illiam 
How? 

f . General Bur oyne ave it out in neral order'l, that he hn eH'ry reafon to 
believe that powerful armies were • cting in co-o er tion with the rmy he had the 
honour to co m nd . 

Q Do you know at what time that order was given out? 
A. The adjutant gen ral s books will !hew it: I think it was about h 3d of 

o :rober. 

11 G. 

~Does your Lordfhip belieye that if the army und r eral r owe had 0- '1 7. 
orerated up the North Piver with the army under eneral urgoyne, that the 
army under G nera! Burgoyne would ha e been obliO'cd t h 'Ie made th convt'ntion 
it Cld ? 

A. That is a m:ltter of judgmrnt. 
which they were led to underfl:and, 
with leafure. 

The army look( 1 forwor 1 to that ·op r tion , 
y the ordel S Genel 1 Burgoyne had gi en our, 

• 
~ What was the g neral opinion of the oIne rs f the army in which Y0t'! ferved, 118. 

on that fllbject of co-operation? 
A. 1 do not think my rank in th army entitles me to give my opinion on that fub. 

ject; I fh:t!l ftill It.fs prefume to gi\Oc that of others. . 
• • [Withdrew. 

Then he was called in again, and fevera1 parts of the xaminarion, particularly that 
which immedi tely follows th place where it is f: id tbat. his Lord(1)ip .. was '~am illl:d 
by other members of the Committ e, were re. el, and then the laft qudbon wi I h wa 
pot t(J his Lordfhip imm diately before h withdrew, w s repeat d, with this ddition, 
U To the beft of your re olleCl:ion and information." 

A. J have already declined anfwcring that queftion. 
~ When did 'ou firit know that there wa to be no co-opera ion from encral l~O 
ow 's army, and that Sir William How had carried his army to Che[apc J-

Bav? 
A. I did not know that we were to expeCt no co-operaf on, until after the con­

vention was figned. 
~ When id you firO: hear that Sir William lowe was gone to the fouth- 12 r. 

'\-'.'ard? 
A. It was reported Co in the army about the beginning of tIl .. c!\mpaign, before 

we crofTed the river . 
. When was that report firft confirmed fo as to make it a matter of bel;e f ? 

A. Inver knew it was confirmed at all. 
122. 

Q. WI.ether you yourfelf was not furprifed or difappointed, or both, wh n you ] 23. 
firO: unci rft d that til re vas not to be any co-opec tion from ir illiam Howe, 
\)ut that Sir '\ ilh m 0\ e's army was gone to Ch C: P k Eay ? 

[ Withdrew. 
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Again called in. 

~ \Vhether you ourfelf wa furprifed or difappointed, or both, when you 
firft beard that Sir Willi~m Howe's army was one to Chefapeak Bay? 

A. I nei ther knew the objea: of the campaIgn nor its expectations, and there­
fore cannot fpeak to any manocuvre of which I could not know the tendency, 

Q.. Did the army in general exprefs themfelves pJeafi d at the news of Sir Wil­
liam Howe's being gone to Che(apeak Bay? 

A. The anfwer the laft qudlion, as it relates to me in particular, relates to 
them in general. 

Q. Whether your Lordfhip, as a matter of faa, in the confideration you had in 
the army, 011 the news of Sir William Howe's being gone to Chefapeak Ray, 
heard t!lofi you converfed \\ ith exprefs themfelves pleafed, or talk of that expedi­
tion to Chefapeak, as a powerfu1 co-operation with General Burgoyne? 

A. 1 think that queftion is fully anf\\'ered in. the two preceding ones. 
Q .Whether you did not think General Howe's fighting General Wa1hington's 

grand army, at the battle of Brandywine, was a very capital co-operation with the 
army under General Bmgoy.ne .? 

A, I was not at Brandywine. 
Q.. Whether you was not furprifed \~en you return'ed home to this country, to 

learn that the fccrerary of ftate for the American department, had information 
from. General 'Howe, of his intentions of going to the fouthward, before General 
Burgoyne d.eparted from . this country, and never c0mmunieated that information 
to General Burgoyne before his departure for Canada .? 

A. I have the 0onour to frand before this Houfe as a military man. and 
not as a politician, and cannot anfwer any qucftion but thofe relative to my own 
profeffion. 

Q.. What was your Lordihip's opinion of the {pirit of your own corps? 
A. The opinion I gave in the council of war, relative to the fpirit of the corps I 

commanded was. that they were willing and zealous to undertake any enterprife 
-that General Burgoyne would pleafe to employ them upon. 

Q'Vhen advice was received rhat Sir Henry Clinton was coming up the North 
River, did you apprehend the treaty of convention had gone fo far that it could 
.not be broken? 

A. My \)pinion was, with refpetl: to that queftion, that all military negotiations 
were fair and juftifiable, to make delays and to gain time; I therefore thought and 
declared my fentiments, that General Burgoyne was at full liberty to break off 
that treaty in the fta~e it then was; and I could not conceive that ,the public 
faith was engaged, until the treaty was aCtually figned and exchangecL 

.Q.. Whether the opinion of General Burgoyne, of General Phillips, of Brigadier 
Hamilton, and feveral other officers, did not coincide with your opinion in all .the 
matters comprifed in the laft queftion ? 

A. A~ General Burgoyne feems defirous that I fhould anfwer that queftioD. I de­
<:lare his fentiments were the fam~ with thofe I have now delivered, I pe that 

J {he 
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the other members of that council, will foon be in a fituation to ftand forward and to 
declare the opinion they gave on that and every other quefiion. 

Q.:,. When the quefiion relative to the point of public faith was decid d, by the 
majority of the council, was not the con .urrence for figning the convention vna-
nimous? . 

A. I was. 

J32 • 
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~ What day was it firft known that Sir Henry Clinton had taken the highlands, 
and was coming up the North River? 

A. In the night of the 16th of Oaober. [IntI. til' w • 

• 

CAPT J.JN MONEY called in and examine~ by General ~urgoy.ne .. 

• 
Q. WAS not you deputy quarter mailer general of the army under General Bur- 1. 

goyne, in 1777 ? 
A. I was. 
Q After Lieutenant Colonel Carleton teturned to Canada, was you the fuperior 2. 

officer in that department? 
. .. A. I was. 

Q.:,. As fuch, did you make it your bufinefs from the bc.:ginning of the campaign 3. 
to get a knowledge of the country? 

.A. 'Nhenever ~here was my occafion to obtain the knowledge of any particular 
part of the country, a 1) rty was alway fent with me for that purpofe, but the 
woods were fo thick that it was impofIibl~ m go without a party. 

0.:.. Was you well acquainted with the country between Skeneiborough and Fort 4. 
Edward? 

A. I was. 
0.:.. How long was the army employed in making the roads praCticable between 5. 

Skcnefuorough and Fort dward? 
A. About fix or (even da 'S io making the road between Skendborough and Fort 

Anne, a.nd between Fort Anne and art Edward. I do not believe tbe army wa 
delayed an hour on that account; there was a very good road made by the rebel 
the year b fore, bt:~ween ort Anne an.d Fort Edward, in which road the rebels 
had cut <iown fame tew rees which took the provincials in our army fome ew 
hour!! co c1 r. 

Q. Does r Qt. the po1feffion of the country in the neighbourhood of Fort . d· 6. 
ward, neceffarily prevent the retreat ' of a garrifon that might be in Fort 
George~ 

Is.. It 
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A. It prevents the getting off any artillery or !tores ; bot a garrifon mi :-rht 
. get through the woods, in cafe we were in the pofiHIion of the ground in the 
neigh bomboou of Fort Ed ward. 

7. Q. Did not the garrifon of Fort George .evacuate the fort upon the approach of 
the King's nOn)5 toward Fort Edward? 

A. I heal d they did; I was not near enough to fee. 
B. Q.. Had the army taken their route by South Bay, Ticonderoga, and Lake 

George, how many batea'l;lx do you imag~ne it would have taken to carry the 
troOps !i Ilcly over Lake George, excll1five of provifions and !tores? 

A. I think hetwcen three and four hunured, which bateaux muft have been car~ 
ried up out of ·Lake Champlain to Lake George. 

9. Q. Wbat time would it hwe taken, as you imagine, to have Grawn thofl ba-
teaux over the land, between Lake Champlain and Lake George, with the horfcs then 
at Ticonderoga? 

A. I fuppofeca fortnight-Four hundred bateaux. 
10. 9..: Though there were no troop paffed over Lake George, how long did it take 

before the firfi tranfJ> rt of plovifions arrived at Fort George? 
A. I can't recollect precifel y. 

11. Q., Confidering the length of time it took to tranfpott the pro\'ifions, without 
the troops, over Lake G eorge, was 'Wt thc army forwarder in their way to AIGa­
ny, in point of time, by the route they took, than they could have been by the 
rOllt!! of Ticonderoga and L ake 0 orge ? 

A. I have already [aid, th at it would take a fortnight to tr:mfport the 400 b'a· 
teaux from Lake Champlain to Lake George; it therefore would have delayed the 
arm y a fortnight longer than they were del-ayed to have returned from Skenefuorougn 
by Ticonder ga, ~nd gone acrofs Lake George. 

12. 0.:.. Was you commiifary of hor~ , as well as deputy quarter maner general? 
A. It was. 

13. . Q.. What is the nature of that department? 
A. It was to take charge of all the horfes furni'fhed by contraCt for Gem~ral 

Burgoyne's army, by any letter of inftruCtions from eneral Burgoyne. I am di~ 
reCted to give proper orders and direCtiohs to the drivers, furniOled by that c n~ 
tract, for the purpofe of tranfporting provifions and !tores brought to ort George, 
for tbe ufe of the army. . 

14. Q.. Did you report from time to time to Major General Phillips, and take orders 
from him, as well as from General Burgoyne? . 

A. Yes. 
15. Q.. Vi ere not the orders from both the generals invariable, pre~ire, and prcffing; 

for ufing all poffible rliligence in forwarding the tranfport of provifions ? 
A. 1 hey were. There was one order which I will read, as it ill fullv anfwer 

that quenion: it is dated AuguO: the 18~h, Duer.Camp, and is i.n th fe words; 
" It havillg been a praa ice for officers to order to be t'aken from the provifion train, 
" in tbe fervice of tbe King for this army, the carts and horfes, for the carrying 
" baggage and other purpo1es, to avoid for the future the danger and inconve­
" niencies to the fervice, it is ' in the moO: pofitive manner ordered, that no cart or 
" horfe are to be ufed but for the public tranfport_of the army; nor is . any officer, 

r . H accidentally 
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" accidentally coming to any particul r pon, t inter~ re lith 
" in an 0 her manner than to give it every aid and ffiftan ) 
" occaGon to do,'" 

. "Vas not the tranfport of merchandize, an even fu) r s 16. 
as ot officers' baggag poiitively forbid till the traDfputt a 
oer? 

A. There , as fuch an order, and a feizure mad of two brr Is of M Irn, 
and two b rr Is of rum, hi h were rdcred to th hofpie I. 

Q Do you . recolleCt: G Deral Bllrgoyn ' expr ffin , t fever 1 time p rti 'ular 17. 
anxiety 00 the fubjeCt of xp diting th tr nfpor of pro\' ifion ? 

A. I d() rememb r once to have heard Geo r I Burgo n e prefi his con Tn a 
our not bing abl . to bring forward a gre ter quantit f pr ilion to n11.>1 hin 
to proceed , ith the artn '.-1 do re olle to hn\'c hard him y' j h ry r tlt 
earnennefs to General Phillips al d Colon I arleton, that 00 m nth' provi) n 
at that particular time (it , as about the latter nd 0 Augu.o) uld be \' r h 
) 00,0001. to Great Britain. • 

Q Do you think that th commifii r of the aggon, and ther 
was authorifed to buy or hire ox-t aIDs wher ver they c uld be had 
draught cattle ak('n, , re IiPI ropri ted to the tr' nfp rt? 

A. He received fuch direetions. 
Q. H w many carts and 0 ·t ams could b. muft r d at n ne im ? 
A. I thin only 180 carts could at any n time b mufrered; num ber of t 9· 

ox- carts I really forget, but I belie e between 20 and 30' 
~ About how many days provifion for the troop, and all olh r rll ned 20. 

from the King's frores, could that number f carria es convey? 
A. There never was any trial made, but if I may prefume to judge from he 

• - proportion brought forward, over and above the d ily confumption of th army, 
fuould fuppofe all thofe carriage would not carry more than four d ys provifion a 
man. I am fpeaking at random, as n trial was mad . 
• ~ Did i not fometi~e happen, from accidents of weather, and road , an the 2 I. 

tired ftate of tbe cattle, that not more than one day's l,ro ilion could be bro gh 
forward in a day? 

A. It did. 
Q. How many hours did it ta c, one hour t\itb another, to draw a ba u 22. 

from For~ George to Fort Edward? 
A. In general about fix. 
<l:. Was not the unloading the carts at Fort Edward, and embarking d.- con ten ' '-3' 

in bateaux, unloading the bateaux at the upper falls of Fort Miller, and f lid 
time unloading them at the lower falls, dilatory as it w , a more expeditious method 
than it would have been to have carried the provifions the whole way in cart ? 

A. I do appreh-n it was not pomble, in th feeble fiate I found the horfi s fur­
nithed by contrafr, lu have brought forward the daily onfumption of provifion for 
thac army down to Fort Miller. In the month of Auguft, in the I tttr end of that 
month, at which time I was appointed a commiffary general of hor ) I m e, on 

G l 
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the firft of Septembc!r, a general mufter, and found 30 horfes unferviceable, from 
facigue and hard labour. . . . . 

24. ' 0.:., Was the tranfport of.p ovilions at any time Impeded by the brIngIng forward 
the artillery £i'om Fort George? 

A. The artillery had a fcparate contra8: for hor[es, with which they brought for .. 
ward their own ftores. I don't recolleCt that any part of lhe provilion train were ever 
employed in bringing forward artillery or artillery ftores. 

26. 

~8. 

Q Was it pomble, with the means we had, tu coHeCt: a month's ftore of provilions 
fooner than it was collected? 

A. I believe not, without the utter tuin of the horfes furni!hed by contraB: for tbe 
purpofe of tranfporting ftores. ' 

0..:. Was you prefent in the action of the 19th of September? 
A. I was. 

,. 

Q. Did the enemy difpute the field that day with obftinacy ? 
A. They did, and the fire was much heavier than ever 1 faw it any where, unlefs at! 

the affair of Fon Anne. , 
~ Du YOll know how long the regiments of the Britifh line were under that 

fire? 
A. The three Britifu regiments (the 20th, 21ft, and 62d) were engaged from three, 

o'clock in the afternoon till feven in the evening; and whilft I was a prifoner I heard 
the rebel q uarter-mafter general fay the~ had nine different regiments in ~he field, op-
pofed to the three Britifi1 I have n med. . ' 

Q Do you know the 10fs the three Britith regiments fuftained r 
A. I can't fay. ' 

30' Q... Do you remember the ftrength of the 6zd regiment when they came out of the 
ac.rioll? ' 

A. 1 can't [peak to the particular ftrength of the regiment when they came out of . 
action; but I heard that they were nOt 100 rank and file. 
~ How many officers were left in that regiment at the end of the aCtion? 
A._ I can't anfwer that queftion. 

32. Q. From the general Itate of the thre Britith regiments, do you think that they 
'would have been in aproper condition to have attacked the enemy the next morning) 

A. Certainly not; nor to go on any (ervice whatever. 
Q... Aboll[ what time of the day did the enemy finally give way? 
A. They gave way very often; finally about [even in the evening. • 

34. Q "'''as it practicable, at that time of the evening, and in that kind of cOUntry, to 
have pur[tled ? . 

33· 

A. I lhould think 110t. 

35. ~ Was you not often employed, between the day of that aCtion and the action of 
th 7th 0 ' 0 ober, to reconnoitre? 

A .• l wn • 
Q... Was you able to obtain a view of the enemy's pofition [ 
A. I obtain d a view of the pofition of the right of the rebel entrenchments. 

37. ~ \Vhat was the nature of their polition to the right" with regard to entrencl:-
meNS. ' 

36• 

A. They 
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A. They ~ere po(l:ed on a hill that came very ne.1r the ri r. 

hill was a {hong breaft-work, at tht foot n abb tis. 
Q. Did it appear to you that that wing (If the en my wa 
A. It is a qt1 Irion that is fcarcely in my lin of fc rvi e t 

t p of th 

no generai officers, nor older officer than my elf, who r . . ur I r ner 1 )lIr~ 
.~oynC!', I hope no military man will think m prefurnin to 'O'lv my 1 ini n on th 't 
~ubic:'ct. I do think th t we could not have att kt"t th ri ht lng f th fC d 
em'ren hment witho t riiking the lof: of the whole:: arm ith little pr b. bil ilY 

~ of fuccefs. 
CL Could you obtain a view of the left \\ting of h nemy ? 
A. Inver 1aw the left ing of the I) my' ntrt'nchmt:m till I \i S t, k n rifOI) 'I' 

and conducted dlrough th ir \\<ork . 
Q On t re 7th of Ocl.ober was you in a fitu ti n to fee the enemy adv n ing to tll 

attack of your left? 
A. Yes. 
~ Dtd they advance under a w. 11 ferved fire of grl:!1 · fhot from ot.. t < r iller ? 
A. I was in ,a fimation that ga" me an pporttlnily of h :iurt the ir ·ft:ion of r1 

re' els' colllmns; and I Was ery much aftonifhed to ht'ar tIl {hot from the 'nen 
fly fo thick, after our cannonade h d laf[t!cl a quarter of nn hOllr". 

Q.. hen th BriLi!h grenadiers were forced lall: from th i: p ft, wh t n[u' J ? 
A. I did not fee the Britilh gr nadiers forceri back. I faw them on thdr In rch, a 

I apprehended, taking a different pontion; at that time 1ever'l of I h III r k rh il' 
ranks, but on fome aid du camps calling to th m for !ham, to cot.rinue tn ir rank, 
they marched away to their itation in good ord r. A b talion of B'runfwick r (hal 
were on the left of ;:he artillery quitted thtir gr und as foon a til firin b gan, and, 
to the belt of my recollec. ion, I did not Ii e they left a man b hind th m on th 

.. ground. I would add, that after fome difficulty that battalion wa brollgh , to make 
Hand in the rear of the artillery, but in no order. 
~ V'las not t 'lat battal:on brollght to that {bnd by the aCt.ivhy and -hottation of 

Majur Gt:neral Reidefel ? . 
A. I did not ee General Rei ere1 endenv ur to ftop the battalion i but I faw 

an aid du camp of his and a brigad major, with their dr wn fwords, keerin them 
up. I did fee General Reidefel immediately after 'lrds, on the right of the artill ry, 
with the battalion perfel..'l:ly formed, and in good order. 

Q : Do you imagine that tn giving way of the battaiion you firft d (crib J W:l 

the caufe that the artillery on that fpot was taken, and yomfelf 311d Maj r Wllliams 
being made prifoners ? , ' 

A. 1 lx-lieve it contribut d, in fome meafure, towllrds the lou of en afllQi1 on 
that day; but before Sir Francis Clarke died of his wounds, he told me tbat I 
eceived his wound In bringing onJers for the artillery and th whole of the d t ch­

mene to r turn 0 camp; and to the circumfl:ance of "ir rancis Clarke beillg 
ounded, I do attrlcqte the lo\s of the artiJlerr, if not the lofs of Llle whol- army? 
Q. H d you an 0 ponunitJ', afler you wa prii( 1It'1', fD fee the left of the ellemy's 

entrc:ncllments ? 
A. 1 ha . ' 

G z. 
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. \V lS he gr'lund within cannon {hot of the Itft open anu commanding it ? 
A. All the ground 1 faw was cit: red and entrenched. • 
Q.. Was there not ground within cannon ihot that would have commanded that 

emr nchment n the kit ? 
A. Thtre was. 
Q.. H.ld we gainell poiTc: ffion of that ground. and been able to erea batteries of 

our heavi it gun, would not the whole l' ne o· rhe enemy have been enfiladed? 
A. The rrOtl ntl alluded 0 was entrenched, and commanded the whole of the 

rebd camp and lines. If the army had got po{fdTion of that ground, r do not believe 
the rebels would have {hid one hour in their camp . 

. Did you evtr hear, in converfation with the rebel officers, hat General Ar­
nold, for fc 'in6 that inconvenience, had marched out of his lines, and attacked., 

ithout ordcrs from General Gates? . 
A. I did hear that General Arnold had marched om on the 7th of Oaober, without 

orders from Gen ral Gates. I did al(o h ·,ar tbat he advifed the going 0 t to meet Gene­
Fal Burgoyne onc>his march, and engaging him before he approached th ir lines; and the 
rearon he gave was this: If General Burgoyne lliould ever come near enough their 
lines to be able to mal e ufe of his arrillery, that he would certainly pofiHs himfelf of 
their camp; [hat th ir troops in that cafe would nevt:r £land any where; but if, on 
th orh F hal1d, the rebels fuould be defeated in the woods, the troops would, after 
that, have confidenc in their works, cfor which reafon Arnold advifed rifk.ing an 
action in the woods befor General Burgoyne came near enough to fee their orks. 

ExatJ1ined oy other Me./tIbers of /lJe Committee, rmJ ~ moral BurgoJ1u occajionally. 

Q. Did not your Gtuation, as dep\lty quarter mafter general, ~d you to mi very 
much with the different officers of the army? . 

A. It did. . ' 
~ What do' you ' apprehend to have been the general opinion of the officers of' 

General Burgoyne's conduCt, as well in action as in the many trying oecaGons which 
have been flated b-y you at the bar ( 

A. They entertained a very high 01' inion of General Burgoyne's conduer. 
~ Had General Burgoyne the full confidence of the army under his command to 

(he laft: moment r 
A. He certainly had. 
~ What was the army's opInion of the rebels after their retreat from Ticonde .. 

roga? 
A. The army ingeneral'did not thlnk, after they had evacuated Ticonderoga, that 

they would mak,o: a ftand any where. 
Q.. What was the rearon given in your army for the expedition to Bennington? 
A. I believe I cannot anfwer that queftion better than by readini an abftrafr of. the 

General's orde~s the day after that aCtion. 
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" Augu) J 7 t D If CafllP· 
" It wall ncleavour d, among other objeCt by til C)CP dition wi ich m r h cf to 

,. the lefr: to .provide rllch fupply of cattle a wonld h n bl U the I'm" to eee 
~l' without waIting the arrival of the magazin . That att nlpt having f il t:I lie I: t 
"tbrot h the chane s of war, the trqQPs n uft n ceffarily h It orne d ys for b ingill 
" forward the tr~nrports." 

Q.. Why did the artny remailJ from the 16th of Auauft to th 13th ()f.S ptemb r 55. 
befor th~y crolfed the Hudfon's River to engage the re 1 S~iIlw t r? 

. To brioO' forward a fufflcient quantit of proyi,(ion :md artillt:rYt to en b1 
th nerAI to give up his communication. ' 

Q.. :Vh t was the opinion of the army on their croffing the Rudu n's River? S 
A. hey did thil)k it was their ~ndi penfible dpty to proceed orwar I and fi rht the . 

rebels, whic~ we heard w re then at (jlhvat r. 
Q.Did you ever forage to the right of General Frafer's camp bee re the 7th of 57 . 

Auguft ? 
A. We never foraged to the right. of the camp at Freeman' 'arm, at any 

one time; on the 7th of Ocrob r, while the troops were in th nelcl, Gen I'at 
Fl'afer ordered all the batmen 'and drivers, belonging to his brig d , to com f)d 
forage in the rear of the troops. 

Q. Do you know what was General FraG r's opinion 0:1 your fOfa i 0 the rS • 
. h ~ .1 ng t. , • 

A. I do know ,that General Frafer mentioned to me, on the 5th of 0 ober, 
that there was forage on tbe right of his camp; but at that ime the gr und' 011' 

which that forage w s to be met with Was in pofieffion , of the re l' ad lie d 
pofi'. 

Q:" Do YOll think your army ~ ould hav,e been loft, if even the expedition it m 59'­
• -New York had taken place a few days fooner ? 

A. If the troops had arrived at New York foon enough to h~ve enabI d ir' 
Henry Clinton to have made his ~xpedition up the rth River a week foon r, l' 
do concciv that our army would not bave been loft. 
~ What was the opinion of the rebels on Sir William H we's going to the 69'. 

fouth\\·ard. 
~. I was not a<;quaioted epough with the rebel leaders, t h Ilr heir opinion 

on that queftiQn. I do not think that the p araors of he country were juqges pf 
the propriety of Sir "Nilliam Howe's conduCt. , 
~ What was the opinion of the officers of General Burgoyne s army, after it 6t. 

was loft, rchtive to the c(offing udfon's River. . 
A .. They did think 'thLlt the alternative of retreating w;th their ,army to G;a­

nada, 0 proceeding to Stillwater, und r the nec ility of gi ing up his commu­
nication, to be an unfortunate fiwatioo ; but I never hard any officer fay that 
they thought General Burgoyne had done wrong; many (aid, that if they had r -: 
treated without rifkiD~ an action, at tbe time ~ir Henry Clinton Vias coming up th 

orto, River, the army would never have forgiven him, nor would h.e e ar have 
forgiven hin felL . 

Q.:.. Was you at New York after the lors of General, BurgoYl,1e's army?· 6z. 
A. Yes. 

3· 
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A. Ye. 
Q.. What was the opinion or the 1:lnguBge of t11e military at that plac~, relative to 

Sir William Howe's expedition to Pen ylvania ~ _ . , 
A. Whatever opinion was fOJ'med ()f "ir William Howe's expedItion to Pen(y'" 

vania, or is fonned pre ious to this enquiry, fuch an opinion muO: have . been 111-
founded, as Sir William Howe's reafons were not known, nor his inftruchons com­
municated t() the public. 

Q. From your laO: anfwer, is the commirree to undcritattd that the opinions that 
were formed refpeCling Sir William Howe' expedition to Philadelphia, before this 
enlluiry I were not in favour of that expedition? 

~eO:ioll objctted to. [llrilhdrcu', 

.Again called in . 

. 65. Q:. You have raid that the army thought it theif indifpcnftble duty to p: (i ove 
Hudlon's River-Why -did they think that that meafllre was particul rly theIr in­
difpenfible duty? 
. A. If the HuMon's River had not b en there, the army would have thought 

it their indifpenfible duty to have gone and rifk.ed an attion before they returned co 
Canada. If I recollect right, I faid, that if the army had returned to Canada, 
without fighting, that the army wo\11d never have forgiven the general, nor cRe 

- genera) have forgiven himfelf. 
66.. ~ Do you know the nature of the country., between the plaae where we p.affed 

(the Hu<;lfon's River and Albany, 00 the eaft fide of the river? 
A. Yes, I .do. . 

.67, <t. Could ~he army ha\"e taken t'hat route, 1n order to pars the river oppofite or 
near to AH>any ? •• 

A. Tbe army cou1d not nave taken that ronte, as part of the way was a fwamr>, 
and on the right of the rebel entrenchments was :1 mountain very rugged, and not 
paff"able nearer than ,two miles from the river. 

68. Q. Was it not a r.eceffary con(equence then, that t'he boats mull: have been aban­
don.ed, if .tb.e army had taken that route ? 

1\. ·1 think I have raid the a -my could not take that route; 'if the army had 
marched on the call: of the 'Hudfon's RiverJ they could not have marched near 
enough to have covered thcair provifion bateaux from the rebel force, an the weft 
fide of the river. • 

,69' ~ Did the army under General Burgoyne, on their approach to Albany, ex-
ped: a co-operation of the army -under Sir William Howe, upon the North 
River:? 

A. They did; and tnis is the "Order of General Burgoyne~ given Oero c.r the 
3" at Freeman' Farm: 

" l :here is [eafon to be aflbred, that other powerfu1 armic ~re attually in cn­
.. operation with t'hefetroops ; and although the prefent fupply of provifibn is am pl , 

.cc it is highly deiirablc; ItO prepare for any continuance in the field that tht'1{ing's 
44 fer vice may re uire, -without tbe delay of bringing forward further !tores for 

<4' .thofe 
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t tbofe purpofes; the ration of, bread or n ur is, for the preCenc1 fi xed t one 
" pound." 

<L Are you acquainted with the North Rjver, from N ew York to AJ- 70' 
bany ? 

A. I am not. 
Q. H ow many days march from Fort Edward. to Alb ny, if no interruption from 71. 

an enemy? 
A. I cannot anfwer that queftion, unlefs I am to CUI poCe tha . bri 

ready formed for the troops to p fs over, on V me pan 0 Hud on sir, 
between Batten Kill and Fort Edw rd, or that there wer efr is r ad)' ro tr 11fport 
t he troops over H udfon's River. 

Q. Is the difrance fo great between Fore • , rd and Albany, that th rmy 72 • 
could not carry pro ilion with them to fUl>port them durill[! the mar h ? 

A. Certainly Albany is not at fo great a difiance from rt ~ dward, but 
that a corps of troops might certainlY carry pwvifions fuffi ient for tire m r 11 
to Albany. • 
~ Was it not undcrftood, that if you fiad arrived nt Albnny.. that tHe army 73" 

'Would find plenty of provifi ns tbere ? 
A. It was g nerally believed, and I b lie e it myfelf firmly. that if the army 

bad got to Albany, we fhould have found 11 umber of loyal fubje 5, th t \.vould 
ha e joined and done very thing in , their ~w r to have eft blifhed . he anny 
at that place. 

<L Muft not the army, to mlrch from F6rt Edward to Albany, h 'Ie nee lfa- 74~ 
rily arricd a number of boats to form 11 bridge to paf the river? 

A. There was no paffing the river well without a bridge of boats, nnd there 
were n fcouls enougb on that river, to make a bridg . 

• <L Would not the neceffary aclay, arifing from carf p1ng forward thofe !Joats, 
and. throwing a bridge, fit to pa1! an army .. have cc.:m(uh1ed mor' rime than it 7S· 
was poffible for, rhat army to fubfifl: with iuch provitlon as tlley could carry with 
them ? 

ie I ihould think it woutd . 
0:... ou will give the conlmi tee woat information you can, refpeeting a ro d 76. 

from Fort Edward to Albany on the 1 ft fide of tbe rlver. 
• .A. I have anfwercd that fully 

<4.. Whether by taKing a pr tty large circuit, the army would have reached AI· 77. 
bany, 31ld avoided the fwamps you mentioned? 

A. Certainly not 09 the eaft fide of the river, becaufe he enemy being rln the or­
pofi e ibore, would certainly have oppofed General Bllrgnyne's army erailing the 
Hud[on' River at' Al 3ny, the river being three time the width it is at Sara .. 
,lX>ga. 

[lJlitbdrew. 

Martis 
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Martis 10 die Junii, 1779. 

Mr. F. Montagu in the Chair. 

RARL OF HARRINGTON called in and examined by General Burgoyne. 

0.:. IN what capacity did your Lordfhip ferve in America in the campaign 

1 777 ? • •. h h' f ~ d h d' . , h A. I was captatn In t e 29t regiment l) lOot, an went on t e expe It on WIt 
General Burgoyne, with the command of the grenadier company; 1 was after­
ward appointed fupernumerary aid du camp to tbe general. 

Q.. While acting as captain of t e grehadier company, waS you at the aCtion 
of H u berton ? 

A. I was. • 
Cl.:. What was ·the behaviour of tbe enemy on tbat day? 
A. They behaved in the beginning of the aaion, with a great deal of fpirit; but 

on the Britifu troops rufhing on them with their bayonets, they gave way in great 
confufion. . 

<l.:.. From the nature of the country, was it praCticable to pur[ue the enemy fur. 
ther than they were pur[ued 011 that occafion ? • 

A. Certainly not.-l think we ran fome rirque even in purfuing them fo 
far. 

5. Q. At what time of the campaign was it that General Burgoyne requefted your 
Lordlhip to aCt as his aid du camp? 

A. i think about the 12th of July. • 
,6. 

7· 

8. 

. Was you. prefent a few days after that time, at a council held with the Indi­
ans of the remote rations, then juft arrived, under the conduCt of Major Camp­
bell and Mr.. t. Lue 'P 

• Yes. 
Q. Was you pre[ent at a former council of the Indians held at Lake 

Champlain? 
A. Yes. 
Q. What was the tenor of General 'Burgoyne's fpeeches and injunCtions at both 

thofe councils refpeCl:ing the reftraint of barbarities? 
A. He abfolutely forbid their fcalping, except their dead pr.iioners, which they 

infifted on doing, and he held out rewards to them for bringing in prifoners, and 
A:q)oined them .to treat them w~ll. 

~Do 


