
may have assisted in loosening the fetters of anarchy and li­

centiousness, under the fatal mistake, that these fiends when 

liberated would obey theIr voices, and return at th('ir C'.om­

mand to their prison houses. 

It cannot be within the compass of this address, to go Ul) 

to the source of all the circumstanc.es which conduced to the 

overthrowing of ranks and orders in the state, the demolition 

of the monarchy, and the caRting out of religion and the 

worship of God. Their progress has fallen within the com­

pass of our own observation, and the detail would in thi! 

place be itnpertinent. How soon the powers of regulation 

and intentional amendment were torn from the hands of 

those who entertained the hope of sober reform; how soon 

plants of the most poisonous quality sprung from a soil that 

seemed prepared for more useful vegct~tion; remains a mc­

lancholytask for the historian of these times; and a sad tissue 

of guilt and folly has he to hold up to the doubting eyes of 

posterity. 
It is to the consideration of the calamities and undeserved 

fate of Louis the Sixteenth, I demand your particular atten­

tion. 
If I am to mark the commencement of his afflictions, I must 

take the per:od when he first beheld his expectations blasted, 

his endeavours to promote the bappiness of bis people frus­
B 
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trated, and when, instead of his invited guests, order, peace, 

and security, he saw rush into his hall the furies of anarchy, 

discord, and contention. Then indeed he began to taste the 

bitter draught of disappointment, and then commenced those 

sufferings which pursued him, through different gradations of 

misery, to the grave. 

Depressed by the failure of all his pr~iects for relieving 

and satisfyillg his people, and seeing that, by his acquiescence 

and resignation, he was only levelling the road for desperate 

ambition, irreconcileable hatred, and inveterate malice, to 

march with a prouder and a securer step; under the conster­

nation (too strong for human nature to resist) at perceiving 

the blackest arts employed to poison the minds of his sub­

jects, to rouse them into madness, to inspire them with an 

appetite for murder and human blood, to marshal them into 

rank and file of assassins, holding out to their fury all the 

moderate men of France, as proper o~ects of extermination, 

but particularly those who maintained any fidelity or at­

tachment to his person; we must thus figure to ourselves the 

condition of this persecuted king, when he was besieged by 

a savage rabble in his palace of Versailles, and afterwards 

borne away in captivity to Paris. 

\Ve must also represent to ourselves the condition of his 

unfortunate queen, nursed in the lap of royal ease and splen-
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dour, whose hours had till lately danced with down UpOl'l 

their feet, in the same tremendous night suddenly roused from 

her slumber by the yellings of desperate vengeance, the 

screams of pain, the discharge of fire-arms, the breaking 

down of the doors of the royal apartments; the groans of 

death re-echojng from a]] the courts and passages of I he 

palace; a moment only given~her to escape from her cham ... 

ber to that of her husband~ in the dreadful incertitude of 

finding him alive, stilJ able to afford protection to herself and 

family, or sinking under the knife of the assassin, and mix­

ing his blood with that of his children !-Gracious heaven! 

am I to lament that the mercy of death was then denied him ~ 

- whether from cowardice, mistaken orders, or refinement 

of cruelty, as yet has not been ascertained. 

But his hour was not then coml!: for she found him sur­

rounded by his servants, and his children clinging to him for 

safety; himself standing in the midst of them, like Troy's de­

voted monarch, with resignation and calmness expecting his 

fate. But no Pyrrhus at that time appeared, who had either 

the humanity or the courage to save the nation of France from 

the indelible stain of cold, useless, and premeditated murder. 

After submitting to the ignominy of pleading for the lives 

of the remainder of his guards who had not that night 

B2 
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perished in his defence. he obeyed the order of the rabble, 

left his palace forever, and the regicide triumph (for death 

headed that procession) bore him away to the capital. On 

the road, nothing was left untried to destroy manly forti­

tude, or to shake the weaker frame of female softness and 

sensibility. The most atrocious and indecent expressions, 

the most horrid imprecations and barbarous threats rent the 

air from V crsaillcs to Paris- Women, acting the parts of the 

most frantic priestesses of Bacchus, but with more tremen­

dous orgies, surrounded the royal carriage; and, instead of 

the vase, the chaplet of the rose and the vine, came steeped 

in gore, and decorated with garlands of human intestincs! 

On entering the palace of the Tuilleries, the door of his 

freedom closed upon him forever. Though, perhaps, this 

house had not its chains and its dungeons, nor other scenery 

of a prison, yet his solitary walk in his garden was restricted 

to a certain and early hour; exercise, from habit necessary 

to his health, was denied him, and he was condemned still to 

act the solemn farce of majesty, at the bidding of those who 

by this time had usurped the government of the country. 

In this condIti'on he remained till an occasion offered itself 

favourable for his regaining, what every creature in this coun­

try would have wished him to regain,-his liberty. The 
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attempt however failed. Various causes were assigned for 

that failure, and various suspicions rose upon the circum­

stances which defeated It. 

Whatever advantage was afforded to his enemies by this 

natural effort to free himself from 80 unjust a confinement, 

remained with them but for a moment; for the offer, on the 

part of the people, l)f the crown, on his subscribing to the 

terms of the constitution, immediately followed; and which 

of necessity either did a\\ay all pretcntled charge of anterior 

known offence, or we must admit the gross absurdity, on the 

part of the people, that they spontaneously sought the rule 

of a detected criminal and approved tyrant. From Sep­

tember, 1791, therefore, we must suppose his guilt com­

menced ; or that there was a clear detection, upon substan­

tial proof, of former criminality. Every cool and dispas­

sionate reader of that strange proceeding, hIs tri~l, is able to 

decide this question. 

It is observable that, so late as the July of the following 

year, a fresh proof of the confidence which the nation con­

tinued to repose in the monarch of their free cboice and de­

libtratr will, was ,-villced by the renewal of the oath of 

fidelity to him. Well impowered to observe and watch his 

conduct. (for he was still a prisoner; still the boundaries of 

his captivity were not extended) the people give him this 



additional testimony of their loyalty and attachment: but, 

strange to relate, in a short space afterwards, the populace 

had become so tutored into disaffection, that, without aI­

ledging any specific charge of misrule, or infraction on his 

part of the compact so lately entered into, the mayor of 

Paris is deputed to carry to the bar of the Convention the 

arrogant and perfidious resolution of the Sections, no longer 

to recognize Louis the Sixteenth for their king. 

The arrival of an armed banditti from the south, still more 

practised in murder and inured to blood than even the rabble 

of the metropolis, and invited as pioneers to hew their way 

up to the throne, through every obstacle that justice, huma­

nity, or religion, feebly opposed to them, hrings us to the 

contemplation of those horrors which immediately succeeded. 

With a trembling hand I draw aside the veil that opens to 

our view these terrible transactions. Upon this bloody 

threshold, human nature trembles to advance. The same in­

scription, which the poet read on the outward gate of Hell, 

seems here again engraved, to drive away the visitor of these 

tteteRtable abodes of horror and of blood : 

., Per me si va nella citta dolente ; 

Per me si va nell' eterno dolore ; 

Per me si va tra 1a perdute gente. ~,. 

• DlJlte. ClJIlto IU. 



Through these dreadful scenes, and this disgusting recital 

of improved barbarity, I shall hurry with all possible dis­

patch. The present age ri!quires n.o further information on 

this sad subject; the milk of human softness, I fear, insen­

sibly dries up as these horrors become familiar; and I trust 

that posterity, from an acquaintance with better times, will 
reject as fiction the detail which unbiassed truth Qlust shudder 

to transmit. 

The description of this last attack upon his inoffensive re­

pose, "ill only appear a repetition, perhaps an exaggeration, 

of the terrific scenes he had already witnessed. The last was 

only marked with this distinction: more of his defenders fell 

in his defence; a larger stream of blood stained the capaciou~ 

building he inhabited; helpless women, and even children, 

were added to the stouter and more obvious victims of loy­

alty, and of conscientious duty to their sovereign, and, what 

rCimains difficult to understand, whilst cruelty seemed must 

unrestrained, and wanton in its sport, assassination did not a 

moment forget the cold mandate of orderly proscription. The 

work of death was regular; though, like the eccentric march 

of a comet, seemingly licentious and ungovernable, yet in 

reality taking its departure, and returning, under given laws 

of systematic murder. 
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Finding his palace stormed, and that the bodies of his 
slaughtered guard formed no longer a bulwark of defence, 

the king quickly adopted the resolution of suing for pro­

tection to the sitting Assembly, and, at the risk of life, ar­

rived at the bar to implore it for himself and family. The re .. 

quest came too suddenly for the most prudential wickedness 

to be prepared to resist: a sanctuary was granted to his 

prayer; and, incredible as it may seem, it was not violated. 

His escape appeared supernatural to all, but particularly to 

those whose black designs were for a moment frustra*. He 

entered like a ghost of the dead amongst them. For a mo­

ment. I repeat it, the projects of his merciless persecutors 

seemed disconcerted; who, missing the principal object, al­

most repented the useless effusion of so much human blood. 

But, soon recollecting themselves, thcy resumed their cow­

ardly triumph in the deaths of the many brave and faithful 

mcn who perished that day by the side of their king; and 

were not displeased to find that the lamb had run for shelter 

int 0 the den of the lion, and that the dove had flown for 

safety into the eagle's nest. 

After a detention of three days in the apartment contiguous 

to the Assembly, he, with the queen, and their children, was 

removed to the Temple. Ifhis condition, for this short period 
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was somewhat softened, by still being permitted to behold the 

faces of some of hie;; faithful attendants, that little comfort was 

not \-vith·held. 

I shall not invite you to explore the dismal rcresses of hi~ 

prisons; but shall briefly f('mark, with what patient fortilude 

he endured an interval of suspense the most awful and iTTc­

concileable to the strongest mind; and that all the indignities 

which low malice, invested with authority, exercised against 

him, only taught him to recollect to how mllch greater hu­

miliation the Saviour of the world had suhmitted without a 

murmur. What dungeon but has witnessed the agonies of 

husbands and of fathers. struggling in the last embraces of 

wives and children? The condition of royalty can add nOlhing 

to such extremes of human misery. Nay, it is even pOSSIble 

that this exalted station, not always dppending for happiness 

on such domestic props as are required to cheer alld sustain 

common life, may be spared a pang in such tremendous mo­

ments. But alas! it was reserved for Louis the Sixteenth 

alone, when pursued to death as a king, to be exempt from 

no suffering of a private man. No ceremonious observance 

of address and apl'roach had ever secluded him from the 

society of bis family. The guide of youthful innocence, the 

paternal tEacher of science and religion, fled with the 

expiring breath of the monarch; and the first separation of 

C 
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the husband from the wife, was that which severed them in 

this world for ever. 

Wherefore should we dwell upon the cruel mockery of his 

trial. Prejudged and condemned before he was dragged to 

the bar of that tribunal which selltenced him to death, he 

seemed only produced to shew, that equity and justice were 

not to be suffered to fade away, and sink ill silence and ob­

livion, but that their downfall should be manifest, avowed, 

and public; and that by this murder, all fear of their return 

should be removed from those so much interested in their 

extinction. 

Here might one pause, and raise a hope that human de­

pravity, having advanced so far in the demolition of all order, 

rule, social happiness, and security, in the overthrow of all 

morality and religion, in the shameless practice of every art 

that can corrupt and debase the public mind; and depending 

upon plunder, proscription, terror, and slaughter, for the 

execution of all its projects, had, by this last atrocious deed, 

reached that point from whence it could not rise, but must of 

necessity r~turn. Alas! like a journey through a mountainous 

country, high as the hill may be which we have ascended, 

another still towers above it: if we labour to the summit of 

tbat, another al\d another rise before us. When we imagine 

that, in viewing these horrors, we have been carried up to the 
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utmost pinnacle of human guilt and corruption, another 

mountain of superior wickedness u<llexpcctedly starts up to 

astonish and to terrify. 

It only remains to observe, that in his last moments he be­

haved with modest firmness, and philosophical resignation. 

Religion had put a staff into his hands, a'nd it did not be-nd 

beneath his weight. Peace to his manes! His sufferings are 

at an end. He hears no m0fp. the cries of his faithful domes­

tics; he views no longer the inevitable destruction of hi~ 

children in their innocence and their virtues. The horrid 

picture b 110 longer before him, that, in his daily vIsion and 

nightly dream, shewed the partner of his bed and of his 

throne, cast to the female furies of the streets; and her limbs 

strewed about that city. of which the other day she WaS both 

the ornament and the pride. 'fo have known that she was 

to meet with comparatively a mild terminatIon t)f her sor­

rows; that human nature was not to be outraged by hrutal 

indigmties offered to her person; and that the stroke of death 

would be swift and complete; might have somewhat abated 

those apprehbnsions which pursued him to the hour when 

fear and misery sin1\. for ever. But this, even this, was de .. 

nied him. 

I must now dismiss this melancholy subject; but not 

without exhorting an English audience, to turn their eyes to 
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their own condition, and to profit by the example of the ca­

lamities which I have been detailing. The commiseration 

of Britons may be ample and sincere, though they derive 

from such errors and such guilt a cautionary light, to mark 

the rocks on which this neighbouring nation has been ship­

wrecked. They may behold the miserable consequences of 

hasty and violent innovation. They may see what hands 

seize on power, when integrity and moderation are obliged 

to stop, and refuse to follow when presumptuous vice 

takes the lead. They may witness the wretched policy of 

attempting to bring every thing to the touchstone of theo­

retic perfection. Sitting under the shelter of their own free 

and happy constitution, which has covered them and their 

ancestors with so broad a shade, they will not patiently suf­

fer the petulance of conceit to mutilate its boughs, under the 

specious pretence of improvement; and much less the des· 

perate hand of ambition to be busy with its roots. 

THE END. 
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DE LEGIONE MANLIANA 

QU.£STIO 

EX LIVIO DESUMPTA 

E T 

REI MILITARIS RO~1 AN.1E STUDIOSI3 

PRO P 0 SIT A. 

N E:\11 1\' I RO!Ti~IllT Rei miJltaris fillUio(o j~notllm dl 
qllaIlti~ tCIlebri:, Caput O{-1;l"1111l ()~LI\·j Li1)ri lJi11.ori.c 

Livian.c obfufcatur, qnas 11 difcuticnJa<, 1111l \:1'<':1'0, pact'viro­
rum illllnriull1 I,i plii, Fahricii, Drakcl1borckii i)rill:' 1111 pctrdLl. 

feliciorc atl1picio progrcJiar. 

Hi ()l111H,'C" l't reliqui nnivcrfi qui ill hoc nodo folvcndo vc1'­
[.lti {Ullt, ohiCl1ritatem I,oci fati" agnoiCullt, <.:t fcll1tt ipfi fen: 
opcram lllui1'e cOJ/itclltllr. Lijlfiu,> lli1}il noll immlltatlllll rc­
lin<pit, (luippe qui tn:gin/'7, bi.., in 'l"8;Jlti cOl1\'Crtit; qui pro 
']uiJlJ:s millibus, qU{[tCl tlis legit; qui':\1 aniplllo~ Ordinibuf.., & 

Orcli:1c:, :\1anipulis paflim commutat. E:tdcrn chorda ohcrrat 

Fabricim ", quem audi ipfum mire pr.t:dicantcm. "Dclcrip­
" tionC111 hane rei militari:, \'etcrllD1 l(omanorulll, Li\ ius \ aJJe 

H " ublcL'ram, 
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" ohfcmam, et ambiguam reddit, per voccm Ordines, tltpote 
" quam ipfe quaillat· {ignificationit.rus maximc.diverfis donat." 

Drakcnborckius in fplendidiffimtt et celebcrrimd fua Livii 
ellitione, inter hune locum traftandum, quem jufto fere com­
mcntariorum volumine illuil:ravit, omnes omnium potius 
C(hljcCl:ura£ coaccrvavit, quam quidquam de proprio penn de­
prompfit. Crcverius adco non plus prxcurk1rihlls 1uis Fro­
fecit, ut totum locum Lipfti lcClionibus correctum contextui 
Liviano fllbjecit. 

N equc hxc obtreaandi causft profero, quippe homine~ in 
rc critica plurimum meritos, & in vctcrum fcriptorum for­
dibus pnrgandis feliciffimc occl1patos, non fine revercntii 
quadam fufpicio. N cquc hifce me paro remulum aut adver­
farium, quem cafu tantum aliquo, ct vento ufulTI fccundo 
portum occupaiTe credo, ubi plurimi naufragium fcccrunt. 

Gl1ifchardtum inter TaB:icos, Lipfium et Fabricium inter 
L'riticos, principes duco; horum vero commentarios daros 
tltcunquc & perfpicuos admiror, plura tamen ab his proferri 
ex Vetermn fcriptis videre vilieor, quam ipf! Vetercs dixe­
nmt. hI mihi ne vitio dctur, in Liviano refolvendo nodo, 
jpio Livio interprctc, & eommentatore 1010 ufurus fum. 

lta enim fe res habet, ut Libri Manufcripti in hoc exhi­
bcndo Locu plurimum confentiant. Hoc Drakenborekius 
confitctur, qui r.'1cdicam manum fnfpeais ~ea:ionibus admo­
," ere veritus cft; hoc Bearnins agnofcit, qui nihil omnino 
immut;;lvit. Qgapropter id primum mihi fiatl1cndum dccrevi, 
ut nullam alicujus novam leaionem admitterem, fi ex Hif­
torici verbis fenfus aliquis legitimus eliei potuerit. Hoc fre .. 
tus coafilio, ad calculos me contuli, ratus, fi numeros rite 

3 ~~ 
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fcirem digerere, extera in propatulo fore. Nee falfa fpes cft. 
Pulchre omnia fenfim et pedctcntim ceifcre, ex fumo dad Iu­
cem vidcbam, et quo longius procc1ferim, co verius huic 
cafui, et fortul1~ propitix crcdebam me jure cvcutllS profpc­
ro!' acccptos retuliifc. 

~od viros Criticos tanti nominis fcfcllit, nibil aliud fuit, 
quam vulgata Legionis onlinatio. Non tatis fcnfcrant Ilifto­
rieum, ill fpeciali belli rationc~ {pcciali l,cgionis inflrllcbone 
occupatum. Namque communem Lcgionj,) formam Liv;o, 
utpote qui RQmanos LcEtorcs habituru~ erat, v ix tangere li­
cuiifct. Scjlieet dum rem Olhnibus eompertam traHarct 
failiJium potius moturUti fuerit, quam laudcl11 aucpturus. 

Huic rei dun fcxccntis argumentis fidem faccrc pofTcm, 
unum impra;fcntift {ulnt iat. Dieo cllim Rorarios ct Ac­
cenfos, ex quol"um milltum nominilJWj hie aJfcitis, pluri­
mum obfcuritatis oritur, apud c;:ctcros auEl:orcs, aut apud 
ipfum I,ivium, llufquam alias occurrcre; ct cofdcm afErmo 
nifi in hoc bello contra Latinos, nifi in hac ipfiffima I ~egione 
1\1an11anf1, Romanx militi<E pelJitus dTe ignotos. Tcftcm ha­
beo ipfum Fabricium, fcribit* cnim "Numen Rorariorum {j 

" ab hoc loco difccdas, nee apud Livium nee; alium qucn­
" quam Aucrorem invenitur,-Acccniorum quidcm mcntio. 
" nem facit Livius in ccnill quintcc claffis, fed non tanquam 
" ordinis alicl~us militum, fcd tanql1am ordinis tl1inillrorum." 

~id fignificant voces Rorarii ct Acccnfi, res eft fatis clIm 
t::cdio 'apud omnes difputata, ncque ipfis Romanis bene 
compertll ut videre licet, ex AuCloribus Feilo ct Varrone 
quos Stephanus laudat, fub voce Rorarii; namque quod Fcilus 
eos Rorarias nominat, qui levi armatura ~nilrlla:i pr;,elium 
primi corumittebant, nihil eft ad rem, nihil ad hunc locum 

B 1 Livial1u1l1 ; 



( 4 ] 

Liv ianum; qnippe certo ccrtius eft ex Livii verbis, Rorarios 
in hii.c lcgione Manlianfl. non fuiffe levis armaturre milites, fed 
procucurrilTc inter Antepilanos, et vires Ha£tatis Principibuf­
que aduidiife. De Accellfis'* fortafTe minor eft difceptatio, ipfa 
cnim vox innuit l\'Iilites extraordinarios, fuffeCtos, aut (C ita 
dicam) fupernumerarios, fed vocis ufus, pro milite acceptre, 
extra hunc locum non occllrrit. 

Dc his alii difceptent, mea parum intereft quo fcnfu voces 
accipiuntur, qui fiatuo Rorarios et Accenfos utrofque eife 
gravis armatl1r~ militcs, de nomine parum follicitus, fi res 
ipfa pro cornperto habeatur. Rorarios graves fuiffe fupra dic­
tum eft, Accen10s itidem fui(fc, ex hoc coUigo. N cmpe 
fub fine pnelii cum "Acc:enfos ab noviffima acie ante.figlrn 
" procedere Manlius juffiifct," fpeciem et fimulacrum Triari­
orum hoftibus objcCturus, credo neque Latinos Romanx 
militix gnaros, ita decipi potuiffe, ut Leves pro gravibus ac­
cipcrent, neque ita explicari poife fummi Ducis pulcherrimum 
rpa7~'Y'1)f'a. 

Hac difccptationc abfoluta, ad Legionis Manlianre confor­
mationcm accedamus, fed prius (tritum etfi viueatur) com­
muni Leg-innis ordinatione via pr~cmunicnda eft. Scilicet ex 
commUDl forma, fi)ccialcm conflituemus. 

Legio Romana co temporis de quo nunc agimns, quinque 
millia pC'oitum, trecentos cquitcs l1umcrabat. Eql1ltcs latera 
claudebant, Pcdltcs per Cahortcs, l\lanipulos, et Ordines diC­
tribucbaatur. (\,hortcs decem, Manipuli triginta, Ordines 
fex<l!int~! numerabantur. Cohan; ergo, decima pars Legionis, 
contmebat viras qllingentos. IVIanipnlus, pars tertia cohortis, 
circiter centum fcxaginta fex. Ordo, l\;lanipuli dimidium, 
tres et oc1oginta. 

Acies 
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Acies Romanre Legionis primo continua fuit fine intervallo, 
poftea in partes diftracta, et manipulatim conftituta; partes 
denique imminut.c funt, et ordillatim (id eft non per Mani­
pulos, fed Ordines) acies diftributa eft. HflC ultima divifione 
Romanos ufos effe arbitror, eo confilio quo partt s minorc~ fa­
cilius conftituerel1tl1r, et explicarentur, quam m(~ores. 

Huic partium diftributioni fi non confcnt:1flea eft Lrgia 
Manliana, in caufa eft belli modus cum Latinis gerclldi, (}1.i, 
13 Ordmt:J non /Jlrh,ti ~!Jt-n/, aut immntati, probe fcircllt et 
cuique centurioni, et fere it1iliti fingn10 r,1('gario locum, per 
totam aciem attributum. ~od fi Tlllmen.::' Malllian.l', com­

munis Legionis numero parum reipoudeat, id ponca fufiu9 
explicabitur. 

Alia res eft,quam.,fcn commllni Uflli fit confona feu diffomr, 
non fatis cxploratam halKo. Diilnbutio cnim generalis Lc .. 
gionis in triginta manipulos, nefeio an more Militi;e Roman:.e 
femper comprrhcndcbat Triarios, an r.llIlTIcrationc excll1debat. 
In prxlio contra Latinog procul eft 0ffini dubio Triarios non 
numerari inter l\1anipu!os, Ql1X res Lipfiurn pr::ecipue fefdEt, 
qui plus femel ·viginti rro triginta legit, ct quindecim Ordi?lfS 
Triariorum pro ql1indecim Nlanipulis admifit. In c:1!teris rrre­
liis, non me movet Cnticorum A l1CIoritas, ut facile crcdam 
triginta: Maniplltos ad Tnarios pertinuiife, neqnc fi apl1d ve­
teres mentio Triariorum inciderit, cum voce (Manipulis) 
cOlljuncta, lubtnter manus dcdero, nifi pr~lii ipfius ratio ita 
pofceret. 

Ortio (vox qure offcndiculo fuit Criticis plerifquc in hoc 
loco Liviano verfatis) ncque quatuor habet fcnfus ut Fabricius 
bonus vir C'ommentus eft, ncque duplicem ut I.ipfius 1omni­
avit, qui paHi.m Mallipulos et Ordines, t1ti res pofcit, ad li-

bitum 
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libituro tranfmutavit. Vox fiIDple~ en, fi1llplieem habet 
ufum ct fignificationem,-Mamp.ufi dimJdium, quod nit! luce 
d~ius ,)1tcL~dcro, actum eft de quaitione. 

~antum a communi diftat Manlianzc Legionis forma, ra­
tio, ct inilruB:io, & quzc fit caufa diftantice hujus, ae natura, 
pm proponam. 

BelluOl gCfundum ct prxlio decertandum fuit cum SCh:iis 
I.atin.i nominis. Romanis nibil adminiculi fuit fupcrioris, 
nifi nomen patrium, majorum gloria, U rbis fplcndid,i.ffim.t: 
cbritas; Latinis Ilihil advcrfabatur pra:ter u[um invcteratum 
ct con[uctudillem parendi. Armis, corporis 'ltque animi vi­
ribus, cxercittIs inftructionc, caftrorum forma ac munitione, 
l1fl.l paritcr et experientia militari, pares congrefTuri crant, 
nequc parti alterutri viaoriam promiferis, 11ifi Ducum vir­
tutem et folertiam militarcm prius pcrfpeAifTes. 

Manlius, uti res ipfa indicat, et Hifior ia Liviana impcnse 
declarat, difficultatem tam novi belli fatis prxvidcrat, ct 
proinde, ut videtur, priufquam ex urbe progrcfTus fucrat, in 
dcleB:u habendo, inufitato numero militum Legionem auxe­
rat. Hos, inufitato nomine ufurpato,. RcrarioJ et Accenfos vo­
citabat, quos five Legionariis adnumeres, five extraordinarios 
omnino ducas, parum intertfi. Hos nun in fupplementum 
Lcgionis, nOll in Triariorum loco fuflcCl:os (nam Roraril mi .. 
noris rob oris militcs erant, Accenfi minimzc fiducia: manus) 
fcd in ufum hujus prcefertim belli, ct ad pulcherrimum fP"7t­
jlfJlMt. exhibendum, comparaverat. 

Exercitus enim Latinu8 pariter ac Romanus, triplici acie 
inftruCl:us pnclium commilfurus fujt~ nempe fecundum Ilfum 
et exemplum cevi Manliani, prima acies Hafiati erant, feeun .. 

dam 
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dam Principes implebant, noviffimam Triarii. Res omnibus 
wlgata·efr Triarios fuiife vetcrnnos militcs fj)et1:atx virtutis, 
Principes robuftx ::Etatis viros, Hafb.tos Horem juvcnum pu­
befcentium. De Rorariorum et Accenforum ufu, loco, et or­
dinationc, novi aliquid prolatllri fumus. 

Non facile quidcm pcrfuafos hahcbo C'riticos rei MiJitnris 
pefitos, fi quartam ct qllintam a~i('m Ror:lril~ ct Acccnfi~ c.f­
fignavero, nee dieo j1l1lam Acierno N am profcll.ro ncquc DIl" 
ip1e fortatfe tam pnlchro nomine copias minim.I:: f-iducix dig .. 
natus fuiifet, verbo tamen ahfit invitlia, ct quoniam non aliud 
eft, quo quod fentio' apte poffim exprimcre, vcni1 priu') im­
petrelta, Manlianx Legionis quintuplam fuiifc acicm fiatuo. 

~Iod fi quartam et quintam aciem non jufias nomino, id 
velim intclligi, tanquam ftatuitfcm Rorarios ct Accenfos tam 
prope Triariis fubjcCt:os eife, tam caute hoil.ibus (clatos, ut 
dolus cxinde oriundus nC<lunquam in fufj)iclomm v('niret. 
Eodem cOllfilio ufum cffe l\lanlium arbitwr, clIm Rorarios 
[ubfiuio Principum iubmifit, fimul fuorum animos confir­
maturus, et llumcrum noviffimi agmlni~ ccli.lturuso 

Satis ncritcr pngnatum eft ex utraquc parte, IIa11:ati .. ct 
Principibus; in utroquc congrcffu vero Latini flJpcriorcs cva­
ferant,-" tum Jcmum Accenfos ab noviffim.\ acic ante figna 
" procedcre l\laniiu" jllhet. ~i uhi fubiere, cxtcmplo La­
" tini, tanquarn idem advcrfarii feciffent, '1 'riarios fuo.., exci. 
" taverunt; qui aliquantliu pugna atroci quum ct {emet ipfi 
" fatigam .. nt, ct haiias aut prxfrcgifient, aut hcbcta(fcnt, pel­
u lerent vi tamen hoitem, debellatum jam rati, pervcntum­
" que ad txtremam aciem, tum Conful Triariis, confurgite 
" nunc inquit, integri adverfus fetTos."-Hoc confilio 

Ycrfa eji for/tina di~i. 
Evcntus 
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Eventus pr::elii, et confilium quo conful u[u~ en fatis ex Livii 

llarrationc perfpiciuntur. De exercitu infiruendo locus 
traEtandus refiat, quem ex ipfius Hifiori~i verbis primo ex­
plicabimu"" ct poitea locum ipfum Leaoris<>culis fubjicicmus. 

Livius Legioncm ;~vi rvranliani ex quinis millibus pcditum, 
cquitibtlS trcccnis confiare difcrte pronuntiat; pro fjuinis, 
Lipfins ljltatfrnis legit, nulla Manufcriptorum AuC!oritate 
fretlls, fed q uoniam ita pofiulat fuorum ratio calculorum. 
Summa ergo totius Legionis ex Hiftorici fide confiituta, ad 
pJ.rtcs defcendamlls. Ordo, dimidium Manipuli, pars legi(Icis 
minima dl.; Ordmi Livius attribuit militcs fexagcnos, duos 
ccnturioncs, vcxillarium unum. Lipfius legit milites fixage­
nos duos, Cmtur;oltc1Jl et f7rxillarium unum. Utrumvis accipe, 
non magni intercfi; quandoquidem vero profiteor nihil muta­
tione opus cife in toto loco Liviano, quod fcriptum eft tucor; 
et pofica uti rem expofiturus fum, facile comparebit nu­
merum confiarc, fi excipias vel addas Vexillarium. 

Lipfius non fmit fexagenis militibus duos Centurioncs attri­
bui; rem ioufitatam eIre confiteor, nee pro eomperto duxero 
binos fui{fc Centuriones cuique Ordini affignatos, bello licet 
tam pcculiari urgcnte j-nec fatis caufa'! eft, ut ita judicem 
cxemplo Primi piii Romani perfuafus, qui certe Sub-centuri­
onem fibi fubjunxit; quoniam id, ut videtur, faCtum eft fpe­
cidlj venia impetrata. Utut ha:e fint, aliis difceptanda re­
linquo, de cxteris, fi numeri aptc rcfpondcallt, parum fol. 
li.citus. 

Ut numeri invicem refpondcant, et ut Livius fibi confiet, 
fexagenos duos homines Ordini annumeres, non dieo milites, 
nam duos, fi militcs dixero, centurioncs (vel eenturionem 
Lipfianum) et vexillarium de Dumero Ordinis cJCcil?iam ne· 

cefi"e 
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celfe eft, Livius enim ipfe tres Ordines continere homines 
centum oCtoginta fex palam declarat. 

~od fi Ordo dimidium erat r..1anipuli: Manipulus homines 
centum viginti quatuor crant. Maniplllus (tertia pars Co­
hortis) tcr repctitm, Cohortem efficit, trecCllOS fcptuaginta 
duos homines continentem. Decem Cohortes (Cuhors cnim 
decima pars eit Lcgioni'» tria millia feptingcntos ct viginti 
comprehendunt. 

At numerum oportuit, inquiat Lipfius, ad quina millia 
implcri,-" age, age; jam cxpediam." O!::indecim Ordines Tri­
ariorutn, id eft <Juindecics 1i:xaginta duo, numcrum cfiiciunt 
nonin~cntorul11 triginta h0:11i;lUm, ql10S fi addas tribus milli­
bus feptingcntis et viginti, habtbi'i quater mille fcxcentos 
quinqu~ginta. Hoc propius acccdit <Id quina millia, quam 
ut Llpfius an cleat lcgerc qut.ltcrnis, pro quinis.-Alterum vero 
num~rum adducendum habco, quelll nemo Militi...c Romame 
peritus tcmcr~ rC'jiciet. In hoc pLctcrtim bello, ill hac Lc­
gione Manliana (utcunquc res aLter fuit, aliis tcmporibus, 
alia Militia'~ ratione) Livius difcrti" verbis prOnUllCIat, C]uin­
decim Manipulos Haftatorum finguJos, habuilfc leves vicenos 
milites ;-nullos vero lcvcs attribuit aut Principibus aut Tri­
ariis. Addamus ergo quindccies vigillti (id eft trecenos) 
numero fupra rcccnfo, ct illlnmam cfficiamus quater mille 
noningentos quinqnaginta, qmc iumma quantum a quinis 
millibus decedat, qui volunt, computent. 

Novam hie quxftionem candidis et ingenuis propono. 
Namque ft ita res eft. ut jam commemoravi, nullus locus eft 
Triariis, inter Manipulos et Cohortf'). Scorfim numerantur, 
et :eftimantur,-ita credo, et in caufa eft cur credam, Con­
textus ipfe Livianus, qui fi, hoc poftulato conceiTo, legitur ~ 

C luce 
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'uce daftor at, noc negato, tenebris Lipfianis etiam ~ftC t'Jh;. 
fufcatur. His diCl:is, cre!era omittam ufque dum ipfiusCon. 
textfii explicatio, idem fufius manifeftaverit. 

Re{\:at de Rorariis et Accenfis aliquid dicendum, qUO$ huic 
foli bello. huic {-eli prrelio proprios arbitror; qui aliter (enfe.. 
rit, producat neceffe eft tefl:imonia, .ex hiftoricis Polybio, Li­
'Via, Tacito, aliifve paris nominis; aut ex TaCl:icis, quate.s 
Vegetius, Arrianus, ct Hyginlls, quod fi apud hos omnes 
nulla mentio occurrit Legionis itidem inilruCl:re, nullum tefti~ 
monium Rorariorum et Accenforum cum Legione conjunC:1o­
rum, nihil impedit quin quod ftatui, ex Livio folo confirmem. 

Rorarios et Accenfos ut fupra memoratum eft, Milites eife 
-extraordinarios aut fllpernumerarios exiftumo, gravis eife ar .. 
maturre res ipfa indicat, quippe Rorarii cum Principibus con .. 
jllnCti dimicabant, An;enfi vicem Triariorum obibant; ho­
rum numerUITI, ut ex calculis facillimc fu~icais patebit, non 
mmorem fuifTe mille octingentis fexaginta, ut puto, com­
probabo.. 

~indecim Ordines Triariorutn defcribit Livius, ex quibus, 
tres partes Ordo unufquifque habebat. Hoc eft, quinque tri­
adcs ex quindecim Ordinibus conficicbantur, unarnquamque 
Triadem Vexillo donat Hiftoricus; Vexillum, centum oCto.. 
ginta fex homines crant. Par igitur Vexillo Trias eft, fupra 
dictum homir.tum numcrum, aut tres O,dities comprehendens: 
priorem Ordinem in quaque Triade aut Vexillo primum pi­
lum vocilbant. Acies Triariorum quindecim Oniinescy quin­
que Vexilla aut Triadas, hoftibus objiciebat. Totidem Or­
,dines R.orariorum, (totidem vexilla aut triades,) Tl'iarios fc: .. 
quebantur. Et deinceps totidem Ordines Acceaforum agmen 
dau~bant. Ipfum aadi Livium. "Priml(m V exillum TrialiDJI 

4- " ducebat, 
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"4ucebaft veteranum mllitem fpeCl:ata': virtutis, flctn"lu", 
.' Rorarios, minus roboris ;etate fa&ifque, tertium Accenfos 
" minim;e fiducia:: manum, eo et in POSTIlEMAM aciem rejicie­
"bantur.'" His verbis fi non indicatur tri.plcx acies, Triari. 
orum prima~ fecunda Rorariorum~ tertia Acccnforum, ipfl, 
Livi. AuCtoritatcm abrogcmus. Unaquxquc i\cics c01nl)t'e­
hendens quindecim Ordincs, homines noningcntos et triginta 
habebat, Et dU<I! acies Rorariorum et Acceaforum mille OC~ 
tingentos fexaginta, hoc numero auetam cere ~Janli<1l1am LCM 
gionem ccnfco, hoc incremento partam victOl"i.am, hoc COZll .. 
mento ManEi gloriam itctiIfe credo. 

Plurimum vereor, ne videar numcrum Legionis prret~r mo­
dum auxilfe, alii enirn rei novitate perculfi nOll extemplo 
fidem adhibcbunt; alii Livium, qui quinis l\'1illil>us LegioncIIl 
confiate prredicat, noftr<e fentcntix adverfari conjicient. lmmo. 
autcm non folum rem nov am, fed femc! fafram oftcnto ;-ct 
Livianum numerum arlee, non. adverfum huic fententi:e du'co, 
ut ex ipfo Livio fel1tentiam potips confirmem. ~jppe qui 
Rorarios ct Accenfos extraordinarios habens, inter Legiona­
rios non numerabat ; - et ea potiUill1um caufa Lcgionariorum­
Jlumerum defignifTe videtur, ut fupernumerariis compararetur ... 

Nunc demum Livii ipfius verba fubjiciam : 

Fuit erom civili maximc 
"belle pugna fimilis. Adeo, 
Ilihil apud Latinos diffonum 
ab Romani re, prc:eter animos," 
erato Clypeis antca Romanis-' 
wli f\D1t~ poftquam Stipendi .. 
am faelli' funt, fcuta pt.o c1y­
»eis fectr~ et quod antea 

Phalanges 

I Romani. in Editt"Sigonii etGro­
DOvii. qui bus aff"entio. quoniam V QlC 
dominans fequentibus defideratur. prz· 
terea autem ex Lipfii auaoritate dJ'ci­
mua Latino. ftipcndium nen I. Roma--

ni~ 
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Phalanges fimiles Macedoni­
<:is I, hoc poftea manipulatim 
ftruC'ta acie crepit clfe. Pof­
trcmo in plures Ordines s in­
ftrucbantur. Ordo fcxagenos 
milites, duos Centuriones, 
vcxillarium unum habebat. 
Prima acies Haftati erant, 
Manipuli quindccim, diftantes 
inter fc modicum fpatium. 
Manipulus lcves 3 vicenos Mi­
lites, aliam turbam fcutatorum 
habcbat. Leves autem qui 
haftam tantum g:efaque ge­
rerent, vocabantur. Hrec pri­
ma frons in acie fiorem jllve­
num pubefcentium ad militi. 
am habebat. 

Robuftior inde ;etas totidem 
Manipulorum 4, quibus Prin­
cipibus eft nomen, hos feque­
bantuT, Scutati omnes 5, in­
fignibns maxime armis, hoc 
triginta Manipulorum agmen 
antcpilanos~ appellabant. 

nis fed a civitatib1l& Mli. atcepi6e, }lo­
mani flipendiarii faai funt Veienti 

bello flagrante. 
I Nihil eft hic obfcuri, non fanfIimt 

Macedonicam innuit Hiftoricus, aut 

armaturre cujuflibet modun'I. ferpe­
tuam, er fine intervallis in{ft-utl:am 

aciem modo defignat. 
a Poft Manipulos, Ordinum faaa 

eft mentio. Ordo enim Manipuli di­
midium, et Ordi.i (ut primum occur­

rit) continuo numerum fubjicit Hifto~ 

rlCus. 
1 Manipulus Haftatorum folus Ll'IJlS 

habebat. Res pr:rcipue obfervatu digna. 

Qponiam hil~c conftant numeri Legio. 
nis. et quoniam Principibus om1ln fill­
toti erant. Quindecim Manipuli Haf. 
tatorum, vicellis Levibus adjun6is, 
finguli inftruc\i, LeviS trecenos ex~ 

hibent. 

• Hoc Lip6um mire torquet, qui 
negat bis Cjuindecim, aut triginta Ma­
nipulos affignari po(fe Haftatis et Prin. 

cipibus falis. Ut ut res fuerit in aliis 

bellis, in alia Militi:e ratione, non 

qu~remus In Legione Manliana. 
Haftati et Principes per tvlanipulos nu­
meralltur, Triarii ,rdinat;m in!huun. 
tur. Hoc cliferte pra:dicat Hilloricus, 

fed Lipfius qui Ordirtes Manipulis com­
mutat enarrlltioncm tatam petfum dtdit: 

S Principes, ftlltati omlle~. V ide 

quod de Uanatis ditl:tlm eft. 
o Antepilanos quare potius quam 

Antefignanos, qua voce Aut\ores pIe. 
rique ufi funt 1 EOdem res redit. Trj.. 
arii fllb }Z"is erallt, Triarii {ali in,hoc 
prre1i~, (et in ca:tcris a:vi ~liani. 

~uod credo) pila geftabant. Haftan 
ereOt 
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~a rub {ignis jam alii quin­
decim Ordines I locabantur, ex 
quibus Ordo unufquifque1 tres 
partes habebat, earum unam­
quamque primum pilum vo­
cabant, tribus ex vexillis con­
ftabat. 

ergo, Principefque ante pi/4 pariter Ie 

figna ftabant. 

I Satius vifum eft Hiftorico fenla 
elicere, quam Lipfij errores (qui hzc 
conturbat omnia) refellere. 

l..ivius Ordines Triariorum hie re­
cenfet, tertiam aeiem totius legionis 
exbibiturus. Prima acies l-iafiatorum 
eraf, fecunda PI incipum, tertia erat 
Triariorum ill quindecim Ou/inN dlf. 
tributa, ita ut MllnipNllls finsulus An­
tepilanolum poll fe haberet Ori;'1I111' 

'l'riarioruUl. 

• Ex quibus Ordo unufc)uifqnc lres 
partes habebat, &c. 

Locus fane ve~atiffil1lus, quem ft e· 
n~lcatum dedero, res falva eft. 

In primi" nihil immutal1dum cel\fea. 
et unam tan tum voculam infcrcndam. 
ncmpe [pr;mam] totum ita ordino et 
vocibus fubintelkCtis fuppletum lego. 
~ia fub fignis jam alii quindecim 

O.-dines loeabantur, ex quib\:ls [Ordi­
uibus) Ordo unufquifquc tres partes 
habcbat. [Ordo fcilicet Triariorum 
fingulus, haf,cbat duos alteros Ordine. 
fibi fubje8os, neillpe unum ROTario­
rUlli, Acren(orum unum] earum [par­

tium] unamquamque r p' imam] pri­
mum pilum voeabant rprimum pilum-] 
tribus ex vexillis confiabat . 

.. Primus,pilus de Centurione dicitur, jll"imum pllum de ipfo pilQ quod Centurio 

geftabat. 
, AtClui 'fi reprehendat aliqui9 urum voeis, primus pilut, vel ~rimum pilum, il\ 

Nominandi cafut cum proxim~ in Aceufalldi cafu occunit, et dicat alterum No­
minativum qurerenduDl eff.: verbo C011jtabaf. Hoc refpondeo. 

Liviu, hac formA loeutionis frequentius ufus efi, ct ne exempla longiu. repc­
tam', in ptoxiItla pagina oceorrit. 

U Si apud Principes quoque haud {atis profpere dfet pugnatum a prima acie 
" act Triarios fenfim refercbantur,"-~Ijnam ?-Principcs fcilicet. 

Loco 



toeo ita ordinato, nallus dubio locul 
eft reliant. nin quod pr;mll'" li/.", vcJ 
primus pHlls NemiDandi ca{g .,; tltJ .. 

jllJlJot ,repeRO. At\tui Don alia vo. 
eft. cui w ",,/taut rcferatur trifi Orqo,. 
fed Ordo adeo non conltat ex I, ir,ul 
Pi:tinis, uf VcxiIti pars tantummodo 
ttrtia eft. Quod fi di~ro ,r;mlMl pit.", 
ex tribu. Vexillis confllwe id meliuB ex: 
figura fubjelU comparebit, quam ve.r~ 

bis difertiffimis. 

- + _ Vexilll1m Tri lrio-
Triarii r:::::::t r::::::J t::::=:irum.pr,mump,!um 

.. 't' VexilluRlll.orar. 
Rorarii t::::::J t::::l r::::=I 

-±-_ Vexillum Acetnf. 
ACteD! t::::l c::::::I .:=:r 

Primum pilum tribus partijul, no­
vem Ord;n;&us przfeclual, quomodo 
ex tribus Vexillia conOat, him; facile 
apparet. 

In hac ngura laterculus unufquifque 
pro uno Ordinc locatur-novern Ur­

dines idem valent ac tria Vexilla. 
Q.pippe unum VexiHum continet cen­
tum oaoginta fex: homines aut tres 
Ordines. Et tria Vexilla fummam ho­
minum efficient quingentorum quill.­
quaginta oao. 

Age vero, quando hue devenimul, 
J'Cm omnem expediamus. 

Repetatnr ergo quinquies fipra La­
tcrculorum fupra poftta. l1abebis quil)oo 
drcim Ordines Triariorum in prilll. 
acie. Rorariorum totidem in 1i:cand£" 
totidem Accenfofum in tertia. In tri­
plici acie baliebil quindecim Vexm., 
aut homines bis mille !cptingen.tQl no­
napota. 
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Vexillum centum Oaoginta 
fex homines erant. Primum ~ 
V exillum Triarios ducebat, ve­
teranum militem fpectat:e vir­
tutis; fecundum Rorarios, mi­
nus roborisretatc factiillue ; ter­
tium Accenfos, minim:r fidu­
eire manum, eo et in ponre­
~am aciem ~ rejiciebantur. 

Ubi his Ordinilms' exerCl­
ttlS inftruCtus cffct, Haftati 
omnium primi pugnam in i­
bant. Si Hafi:ati profligare 
hofi:em non poffent, pede pref­
fo eos retroeedcntes in inter­
valla Ordimlm' Principes re­
cipicbant; tum Principum 
pugn~ erato Hafiati fcquc­
bantur. 

Triarii fub Vexillis confi­
debant finiftro crure porreCto, 
fcuta innixa ' humeris, haftas 
fubre8:a cufpide in terri fixas, 
baud fecus quam vallo fepta. 

inhorreret 

Huic t\\unero fi {u~oas (ummam 

Triariorum, quod reftat, mille eft oc­
tingenti fexaginta. Tantum eft"e numo­

rum Rorariorum et Aceenfonlm, et 
tanto numcro autlam cll'e .. Legionem 
Manlianlm cenCeo. 

, Si quis dubio locus eA: reJiC\us In 
fupra memoratis, hie dilfertiffimc de~ 

clant Livius, tria elTe Vexilfa, Tria. 
riorum unum, Rorariorum et Accen­
forum duo. Polleriora bina eX 10(,0 

ubi fieterant, ad frontesn Triariorum 
tranflata, pugna: ratio demonChat.­
Rorarios, ut Principibus fubftdio drcnt, 
Accenfos, ut· Triariis Latinis oppone­
rentur. 

• POSTkEMAM Idem. Quid aliud 
!lis verbis indicari velit LiviuJ, ni" 
triplicem 1I,;,nI Triariorum,Rorariorum 

et Ar.cenforum? Quod clariui ill figur~ 
exhibetur. quam ut verbis explicari 

J'offit. Nee voce -Ieie dedignatul efi uti. 
3 Sj quis Ordini6," et Orii"um-lax­

iori [enCu velit accipi, non .,.Ide re. 

pugllo.-S~d quia ordinatilll inO:ruC\a 
ell Acies, Ordine, etiam hie jufto fenCII 

interpretandos ccnfeo. 
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inhorreret acies, tenentes. Si 
apud Principes quoque haud 
fatis profpere elfet pugnatum 
a prima acie ad Triarios fen­
fim referebantur'. Inde rem 
ad Triarios rediilfc, quum la­
boratur, proverbio increbuit. 
Triarii' confurgentes ubi in 
intervalla Ordinum fuorum 
Principes et Haftatos rccepif­
fent extcmplo compreffis Or­
dinibus velut claudcbant yias, 
ulloque continente agmine, 
jam nulla fpe poit reliB:a, in 
hofi:em incedebant. Id erat 
formidolofiffimum hofli quum 
velut vittos infccu ti, novam 
repente aciem infurgentem 
auctam num<.:ro ccrnebant.­
Scribebantur autem quatuor 
fere Legiones quinis ~ rnillibus 
peditum, c'1.uitibus in fingulas 
Legiones trccenis. Altcrum 
tantum ex Latino delecru ad­
jiciebatur: qui ea tempeftate 
hones erant Romanis eodem­
que Ordine mO:ruxerant aci­
cm. N ec vexillCl. cum vexillis 
tantum, univerfi Hafiati cum 
Haftal:'~, Principes cum Prin­
cipibus, fed Centurio quoque 
cum Centurione, fi Ordines 

turbati 

I Hatt omnia ita conrona {unt com­
muni rationi Militi~ Romana: ut ex", 
plicationc nihil OPU$ eft. 

• Lipfins legit 1J1I.llrnis nullo Manu­
fcriptorum tefiimonio fretus. 

I Ilorarii 



tnrbati non ciTent, concurren­
dum fibi eire fciebat. 

PojI commiffum prcelium ctlm 
Haj/ati Romani caperant ft ad 
Principes recipere, jamquc D,­
cius ft pro lcgionibtls 1,vDverat. 
Romani, exfolutis religiullc 
animis, velut tum primum 
figno dato coorti, pugnam in­
tegram ediderunt. Nam et 
Rorarii 1 procurrebant inter 
Antepilanos, addidcrantque 
vires Haftatis ac Principibus 
et Triarii genu dextro innixi 
Dutum Confulis ad confurgcn­
dum expe&abant. 

Procedente deinde certami­
DC, quum aliis partibus Multi­
tudo fuperaret Latinorum, 
Manlius Conful, audito evelltu 
Collegre .... paulifper addu­
bitavit, an confurgendi jam 
Triariis tempus effet: deinde, 
melius ratus intcgros cos ad 
ultimum difcl"imen fervari, 
ACCENSQS~ ab noviJJimd acie ante 

jig1la- procedert jubet. ~ 
ubi fublere, extemplo Latini 
tanquam idem adverfarii fe­
ciffent, triarios fuos excitavc­
runt: qui aliquamdiu pugna 
atroci quum et lcmet ipfi fati­
gaffent, et haftas aut prxfre-

D giffent, 

I Rorarii vidcntur a proprio loco 

ubi poft tcrgunI Triariorunlconftitcrant,. 
procucurrilfe inter Antepilanos, ut 111-

tervalla complerent, ct aClcm fcrt. pIc>­
llam hoftibus objiccrcnt. 

a- Hinc Iiquido apparct ct Aceenfo. 
kparata aeie inftru!tos (uiife, ct poll 
tergum Triariorum locatos l ab hoc 
loco fuo juffi procedere, ante ligna, id 
eft ante Triarios ftcterunt. Nam Tri­
arii Jub tignis inftruai funt. l;fos, La­
tini, Triarios rati vclut ultimam aelem 
adoni funt. - QUOS c:.Im pepullm·llt ,t 

ViCloriam fc tife adeptos cr,didilTcnt, 

cum 
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gitTent, aut hebetatTent, pelle­
rent vi tamen hoftem, debcI­
latum jam rati, perventumque 
ad extremam aciem: tum 
C'onful Triariis, "confurgite 
U nunc, inquit, intcgri adver­
" fus fetTos, memores patri:c 
" parentumquc et conjugum 
" ac liberorum, memoresCon­
"fulis pro vcfira viCtoria 
" morte occumbentis." 

Ubi 1 Triarii confurrexerunt 
intcgri, rcfulgentibus armis, 
nova ex improvifo exorta a­
cies. Receptis in intervalla 
Ordinum Antepilanis. clamore 
fublato, principia Latinorum 
perturbant; haftifque ora fo­
dientes, primo robore virorum 
c~{o, per alios Manipulos, ve­
lut incrmcs prope intacti eva­
fere. Tantaque cxde pcrru­
perc cuncos, ut vix quartam 
partem rclinquerent hoftium. 
- - - - ca virtute eoque 
conJilio" in prrelio fuit [Man­
lius] ut facile convencrit inter 
Romanos Latinofque, qui ejus 
pugnre memoriam pofteris tra­
diderunt, utrius partis T. Man­
lius dux fuitTet, ejus futuram 
haud dubie fuitTe victoriam. 

cum jam TriariOi integral cemerent. 
et fibi haftu pr2fraaas, vires imminu­
tas fentirent, perculfi rei llovitatt", faci­
lem przdam fc hoftibus pra=buerunt. 

I Reliqua in proclivi runt. 

I Videre vicieor, etiam in·cflffi!i, Con. 
fulis laudato, aliquid jam ante di& 
confinnaturum. 

Si 



[ 19 J 

Si jam rogetur quid mea opera in hoc l\farte confeCtllm fit, 
quod refpondeam 'habeo. Credo me omnes faiebras Lipfii, 
Fabricii, Drakenborckii amoviife, omnia commenta critit.o­
rum refelliffe, Codicum fidem fiabiliiffc,Hifioricumque ex 
omni parte abfolutum, et ubique fibi confiantcm exhibuiffe. 
~od fi aliis aliter vifum cit, qurefo ut locum ipfum Hiitorici 
vexatiffimum iterum adeant, et mecum qux diCta funt per­
pendant. Viri in Re Critica proveCtiorcs non ignorant quant;~ 
cum difficultat~ eruditorum confultis obviam cundum eft; ct 
quanto cum prriculo novus homo principum virorum ho­
noribus fefc il1gcrit; hos omnes mihi propitiatos fore confido, 
fi profitear, totam hanc difceptatignem, quxfiionis ritu in­
genuis bonarum literarum cultoribus propofitam ene, ct, fi 
quid obfcuri refiat, liberius difcutiendam. Hoc vero pr:t! 
ca;teri .. excufatum iri velim, nempe fi prima perfonfl. licentiu& 
ufus fim, id ne arrogantix aut fupcrbix arguatur, fcd pcr­
fpicuitatis causa affumptum cxifiimetur. 

D 2 DE 
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DE ICONISMO LEGIONIS MANLIAN.LE. 

PLURIMA perperam exhibita in Iconifmo adjecto confi­
teor, nequc: enim eo confilio delineatur, ut veram Legi­

oni~ cffigiem rcferat, fed ut difficultates in ordinandis Tri­
ariis explicet, idcoquc magis viris Criticis, quam Militaribus 
placiturus. 

Pra:: cxteris volui acies exhibcri ordinatim lnl1ru l'tas, quam 
formam ncque ex Lipfio dcfumi lieu it, l}lllppe qui fuam 
aciem per Cohortes diftribuit, contra ufum Romanorum; ne­
que ex Guiichardto, de his minutiis non ita follicito. 

lIafiatos et Principes ita confritui, ut interval/a, par fpa­
tium atquc ipfi OrdillfJ, occuparent. Namque co confilio 
ufos rife Romanos arbitror, ut Acie in plures partes difiri­
but~l, pars fingula facilius explicaretur et vertcretur. Tum 
autcm ex Tacticx ,Rei ratione, cum ex Geometrica:: liquido 
apparet nullarn pofIe partern in minore fpatio* circumvcrti, 

quam pars ipfa occupat. \ .... .0 Porro ipfe Livius di­

{crtc affirmat Hafiatos et Princlpcs in intcrvalla TriariorlllTI 
receptos fuiiTe, et aciem continentem effecifIe, id quo pacto 
fieri poffit non facile eft intellettll, nifi jnterval1a Ordinibus 
refpondeant. His perfuafus eadem ratione (etfi Livium Aue­
torem non habeo) Principes pone Haftatos ita collocavi ut 
fingulus Ordo Principum, fingulo intervallo Ha{tatorum re· 

fponderet. 
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fponderet~ Ita facilius receptui locus en, ita acies cxtcmp]o 
continens efficitur, ita receptus fecundus ad Triarios lncu. 
lenti\.ls explicatur. 

Hane vtram efi'e Legionis infiruClioncm non aufim affir­
mare, at viri rei TaCtic.-e periti confitcantur nccefie dl multa 
obfcura et difficilia intelleCtu hac prxcipuc Ratione amovcri 
poffe. Nequc vera celabo difficultatem, qu,c me male habet. 
Haftati fcilicet inter Principes recepti, aci<:111 contincntem 
efficiunt; acies autcm femel contincns facta, neque locum 
Rorariis. pr.-ebct qui inter Antfpi/anos protttrrr/Jollt. Ncqne 
ipfa acies continens, inter Triarios recipi potcH, nifi Onlincs 
qui abundant per intervalla Triariorum tracluEti, ponc Tria­
rios fill.antur. H.-ec ut potui, cxplicavi, ratus poil acerrimdlll 
dimicationem Haftatorum et Principmn, ut flrage jam fatU, 
opus cffet fupplemento, quod ex Rorariis compararctur. Si 
quis has tencbras fclicius diffcuffcrit, lubelltcr manllS dcdefo. 

De Aquilx loco, cum bono Lipfio i7l"ixw, credo enim ex 
multis vetcrum tcftimoniis primum pilum Triariorum juxt.l. 
Aquilam conftitiffe, fed quoniam Livins quinque primos pi los 
Triariorum in hac Lcgionc confiituit, nefeio ex his quem 
primum pilum JUXoT' ;£o;dll nominare. Honoris g-rati;'l, c(epi a 
dextro cornu numerarc. Et in dcxtro Ordinc V cxilli uniuf­
cujufque Primum 'pilum collocavi. H~c vero ipfc Livil1S nOll 

tetigit, et fruftra auxilium aliunde quxrendum eft; ita(lllC 

pro parum cOlllpertis habeantur. 

De infiruCtione R{}rariorum et Acccnforum paucula dicenda 
funt, quos aliter pone Triarios collocavi, quam Principes pOlle 

Hafiatos. Id eo confilio feci, non quia ita collocandos cenfui, 
fed quod facilius Triadas Vexillorum conftitucrem, ct darius 

infiruct ionis 
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inftructionis rationem oftenderem. Rorarios et Accenfos ira 
inftituendos conjicio, ut ad intervalla Triariorum rea~ vi\}. 
fuccedant, eo propofito ut fi Haftati et Principes pellitUs pro­
fligati fuerant, continens tamen acies Triariorum propemo .. 
dum cxifterct. 

Hi'EC tecum, Lector ingenue, et benevole, magis candide 
egi, quam ut feire profitear qua'! plane nefcio. {l£.a!ftio pro. 
pofita eft, qui velit, difeeptet. 

I~ 
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I N ICONIS~fO 

T RIARIORUM quindccill1 funt Onlincs, vel ql1in(]'1e 
Vexilla, in prima Acie; Rorariorum totidem in 1l:CunJ,1; 

totidem Acccnforum 1I1 terti,l, Ordo primu~ V c~illi uniu!­

cujufquc habet Primum-piJum. Primum-pituIll (Onnat ex 
trihus Vexillis, "e] llovcm Ordmibus. Tria V c)..i'1.l, vd no­
\tcm Onlines comprehendunt homines quingcllos quinql1-
aginta octo. 

Latcrculus unufquifquc 
hendens 

pro uno OrJinc ponitur, comprc-

Unumquodque Vexillum, 
Unumquodque Primum-pilum, 

Vexilla, 
~indccim Vexilla, 
~ldraginta quinclue Ordincs, 

~ndecim Ordincs TriarioruOl, 
~indecim Ordincs Rorariorum, 
~ndeciln Ordines Acc<.:nforum, 

1\~U1ncro Triariorl1m uctracto, 

Supernumcrarii in Legione, 
1860 quater repetitu~, 

tria 

hominc~, 62 
hominc~, 186 

hom inc'>, ,..g 
• J 

homille~, 27!)O 
homines, 2790 

Lomincc;, 93° 
hominc~, 93° 
hominc~, 93° 

279° 
11Omino, 93° 

horninc<;, 1860 
hominc~, 7440 

~atuor Legiones numero 7440 auB:x funt. 
AN 
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EXPLANATORY TRANSLATION 

o r 

L I v Y, 

BOOK VITI. C lIAPTER S YIll. IX. X .. 

1lltcll(kd to /hew 

The COl1ncEtion bctw-cen the Difpu(tioll of the Legion, 

AmI the 

Circumftances of the Battle fought by MANLIUS ag.linil the LA fINS. 

Lts Literateul'S; ql1l n'or.t ct~ que Gens de Cabmct, ont ertl VOl!, dans ec Ttxte, une 
Preu\c de eea R. traltes fucedlivc:. dLS ManJpllks, mJlquLcs avec feu ,h r., It' p.lr 

Tltc Live. GUISC •. ~IlPTt Mcm.MII. p. 81. 

E 
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EXPLANATORY TRANSLATION 

o F 

L I v Y, 

BOO K VIII. C HAP T E R S VIII. IX. X. 

[In the Year of Rome 414-, according to Petavi.ls. Confuls, 
T. Manlill~ Imp<;riofus Torquatu:" P. Decius MU1>.] 

T HE battle between the Romans and Latins, fought at 
the foot of Mount Vefuvius>lf, refcmbled rather the ell­

counter of two oppofite Parties engaged in a civil war, where 
every thing is conduttt,J upon fimilar principles, than the 
conteft of two riv.tl nations mutuaily unacquainted with each 
other's Syi1:em. In all military arrangement~, the Latins dif. 
fered nothing from the Romans, and 'were inferior to them in 
nothing but fplrit. 

\Vhile the Romans t fervcd in the Army at their own ~x· 
pence, the Infantry was armed with the Target'; but, after 
the fiege of Veii, when fur the firft time they received pay, 
they changed the Target for the Buckler). An alteration alto 

'* Livy jnterrupts his narration of the battle to mtroduce a combat between 
two CentllrlOnS, to wll'ell h(" (uiJjo;ns pug"alum rjt Mud prl(ul rad"iJfn YtjU'lJ11 

tmlltlf, qua 'ViI ad V tjir;,. je'-cb4l, It AS but naIonaWe to apply dllS f~ the 
battle itfelf. 

E l had 
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s Ordlllcs. 
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had taken place in the di[pofition of their Line of Battle, 
which had originally been formed without intavals, like the 
Macedonian Phalanx; but, previous to the pre[ent ,var, had 
been feparated, firft into I Companies *", and afterwards into 
2Platoons. A Platoon conflflcd of fixty men, a Centurion, 
and an Enfign t: a Company was two Platoons. 

When the Army was dra\,,'n out, and the difpofition to he 
made, the firfr J Jinc confified of a body called Haftati; of 
thefe, there were fifteen Companies, or thirty Platoons:t, 

I 

ranged 

'* A Legion of five thoufand men was divided into ten Cohorts; a Cohort 
into three Ma/llpuli; a Mamputus into two Ordinis; anu, gc:nerally fpeaking, 

each O/"do had a Centurion. There were confequently ten Cohorts, thirty MtJ~ 
1Jipu/i, jixty Otdinrs, and fixty Centurions, 111 every Legion. A Cohort (confifi­

ing of five hundr.d men) in point of numbers anfwer$ fufficiently to an EngliQl 
Regiment; and, as Companies and Platoons are the fubdivifions of a Regiment, 

the trant1ator has ventured to adopt them for the parts of a Coh~rtt though he is 

f('nfible that a Company never amounts to an hundred and twenty-four men, 
or a Platoon to fixty-two. 

t The words of Livy are, Ordo jeXtJ(tnDS militls, tiuos t';mtur;-olfes, P(xillaritim 
unum habl'but. 

Lipfim is offenoed at the idea of an hundred and twenty C~nturions in a 

LegIOn, and therefore reads flxagmos miMes (I duos, Centur;o1tem II P(xillariMflI 
umJm • 

.But if Li,'y meant to fay. that, upon this extraordinary occafion, the Centu­
rions were doubled, then it will immediately appear why he makes a Ylxi"u'n, of 
an I.tundred and eighty-fix men, e(lual to three Ortiinn; for in this cafe he did 

not reckon the Centurion extraordinary. Without fufficienr grounds, the word 

JUOI is dropped in the tranflation in order to make the Bumhers eorrefpond, 
whieh Livy doubtlefs intended; but the corrcfpondence may be equally pre­

ferved by reckoning the Officers inelufively, or cxelufively. according as we 
choofe to read the text. 

t Livy, after mentioning the alteration in the Roman Line, and {pecifying 

that it was firft broken into Aiallipllii, and laftIy into Or'illll, docs not abfo-

4 lutel! 
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ranged at a [mall difr.lnce from each other. A Company * 
of Hafiati contained an hundred and twenty-four mcn hcavy­
armcd ; and attached to cach Company wa~ a body of h"cnty 
light-infantry, armed with javelins I and a fpear·. Their duty 1 cer,. 

11. • • h' 1 f f 1 L' d 1 . • Haft., Was to l~lflnd In t lC ront 0 t le mc; <lll bot 1. thefe bo-
dies, compofed of fuell a'i were in the flo\\ cr of youth, anu 
moft fit for active fervice, formed the van, or firfi line, of 
the army. 

The tecond Line confifted of noutcr men, and more ad·, 
va need in years; they were diftinguifhcd by the ~Ippellation 
of Princil)cs, all hecfv)T-arme.d, ,veIl <ll)l)ointcd] and divided, llnf,gnibllf 

mall.lmc ,II mIt. 

like the firft line, into fifteen companie~, or thirty platoons. 
Both thefe Lines, the 'Hafiati and Principes, were 11) led Afl­
/('pi/alli t; becaufe, at the period of the Lat in war, the Tri. 
arii alone (who were ranged under thc Standard, and formed 
the third Line) bore the pilton, or pike. 

The third Line waG not cfiimatcd by Companies, but PIa. 
toons; of thefe, there were hftcen, corrcfponding with the 
fifteen Companies of the two firft Lines; and each Platoon 
had two others of an inferior order attached to it, flJ that it 
com prized three divifions. The firfi divifion or Platoon was 

lutely drtlw up, but (OImt the two firfl Lines by M."ipu/i. From hi, general at. 
fcrtion, we ought rathcr to conclude, that they were drawn up by Ordims, nnd 

the dn"il. of the battle f"ems to rC(luire it The tranfiation IColVCS the point UIl­

cefiiled as "ell a! the Original • 

.. Livy leaves it doubtful whet,her the Light Infantry are to be reckoned inclu­

fively or cxclufivcly. From the lIumbcrs of the Legion the lattel is preferred. 

t Other Authors ufc .AlIIljignaRi i the variation is no! of importance. the two 
firft lines 1fere equally ante Signa or fI1Itt pi/a. At :his period, the two nrll 
lines were armed with the Hafta; the third only with the P,/"",. 

fiyled 



r 30 j 

fiyled the firft pike * or pi/um; and led not only its own thre~ 
I VexiUun\, platoons, but three Banners l

; each Banner comprehending 
three platoons, or one hundred and eighty-fix men. Confe .. 
quently, the firft pike, or pi/um, commanded in reality nine 
platoons, or five hundred and fifty-eight men. The firft 
B2nncr confined of three platoons of 'l'riarii, fo called becaufe 
they formed the third Line of the Legion, all veterans of 
tried courage. The fecond Banner contained three platoons 
of a body called Rorariz', neither of equal experience or efti­
mation. The third Banner was formed of a ftiH inferior or­
der, !tyIed Accenji, or fupernumeraries, on whom there was 
little dependance, and for which rea(on they w~re placed in 
the rear. 

£In order to difplay this arrangement through the whore 
Line, let us repeat the number of banners flve times. We 
have then fifteen platoons of Triarii in front, fifteen platoons 
of Rorarii in the middle., and fifteen platoons of ACUlifi in the 
rear, five banners in each line; the whole confifting of fi£teen 
banners, or forty-five platoons. This fiatement will give us 
the number of men at one view; for, multiplying fixty-two 

.. Mr. GuiCchardt tranflales Pilum, l'Epieu The word Pike is uCed in ' d\e 

tranflation to obtain a diftinB iOIl between it and the HaJra, or Spear, of the t'vo 
fitfi lines, bllt perhaps improperly j for, the word in Engliili feems to imply. fI. 

weapon tll plf-fb. and not to Inr?w; whereas the Pi:llm was employed both way.s. 
The Triarii carried bcnh the Hafta and Pilum., as a.ppcars at the conclufion of 
this hattle-Hallis ora fodichant, Sec Guif. p. I.,. 

The Pi um was feven fcet long; the fhaft fitted to the grafp of a man's hano; 
the iron head, half the length of the whole, fitted exactly to the handle, and 

faftened with two pegs; the head was pyramidical, an incb and an half in its 
grcatcfi thickllC(S, brought to a fine point, &c. Guifchardt. p. 74. It was a tre­
mendous weapon ~ fee C:r:far Bel, Gal. Baldc WIth the Helvctii. No Cavalry 
could ftand againft it. 

by 
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&y forty-live, the refult is, two thou{and {even hundred and 
ninety, each line confifiing of nine hundred and thirty men. 
But, as the ~rjarii,_ or firfi line, arc part of the Legion, and 
the other two are fupcrnumeraries, by deducting the number 
of the Triarii from the total, we find the remainder to be 
eight~n hundred and fixty. Such was the augmentation of 
the Legion in this war; and the manCCllvre dependant 011 

this augmentation difplays the merit of l\1anlius in all lts 
fplendour. 

But it is frill necelfary, in order to comprehend the detail 
of the battle, to obfcrve, that although thefe three boliil::., ill 
refpeel: to themfclves, are dlfpofed in three lines, ftill, in re­
{peel: to the Legion, they are to be con{jdcred a., one; the 
whole three together forming the thu d Lim, or refcrvc of 
the Legion. 

It is likewife to be noticed, that, upon thi~ occafion, th' 
two Confuls were prefcnt, and the two Confular Armies 
joined. There were confcqucfitly four Legions of five thou-
fand men each; to ',"hieh, if we add t\\ dve hundred for the 
number of the Horfe, and feven thoufand fuur hundred and 
forty I for the fupernumcraries, we have then the total of the' J!6. 

Roman army, confifting of t\vcnty-eight thoufanu fix hun- _4 
7+40 

dred and forty men.] 

As (oon as this difpofit{on of the Army was made, and each 
platoon in its place, the firft Line, or llajlali, commenced 
the Attack. If they faileu, or were unable to withitand the 
{hock of the Enemy, they drew Lack gradually till they fd} 
into the intervals between the divifions of the fecond Line. 
The fecond Line then advanced upon the enemy, and the 

• & • R.lbri (e-£irft Line took poit in theIr rear . qlllll.lltur. 

During 



During the confiiCt of the two firft Lines, the third Line, 
or Tr;arii, fat under their banners, with their left leg ad­
vanced, their buckler refiing againft. their ihoulder, their 
Spcart)>l< fixed iu the ground with the point upwards, inc'li­
ning forwards, and ·prcfenting to their aifailants the refem­
blance 'of a palifade. In this pofitioll they awaited the iffue 
of the confiia in the {ceond Line; and, if that was ob: iged 
to give way, it fell back, as nowly as the cafe would pcrr.lit, 
towards the Ti-ial ii, \\ ho, rifing on their approach, received 
both the front line'> between their intervals, and, clofing np 
their own line in one united body, without the fmullefl: fpace 
between, advanced upon the cnemy for a third and Iaft at­
tack: if thi~ fdiled, a (kfcat was inevitable. But this \vas a 
difgracc the Romans had not often experienced; for, in ge­
neral, the appearance of the third Line was formidable in the 
highc11 degree. It wa~ a frdh body, rifing up ,vith aug­
mented numbers, prefcnted unexpectedly to the adverfary, 
('bccking him in the career of fucce[s, and teaching him that, 
\vhilc he thought he was in purfilit of the vanquiihed, he was 
incurring the hazard of a defeat. 

At the period we are treating of, the Legion ufually can· 
filled of five thoufand infantry and three hundted horfe; and 
the proportion from the States of Latium, in alliance with the 
RomaI1!), amounted to an equal number. But the Latins 
were now in arms againft them, and had formed their army 
exactly on the Roman model. The rcfult of this naturally 
was, that, if no difon.1er took place, not only every banner 

'* The word here is llaJta f , which favours Mr. Guifchardt's opinion, t11at ~hc 
Trialii had both the Hojia and P.ium, p. 75; and ill this fenfe perbars it oqgbt 
to be rendered towards the clofe of the battle, H(ftil,r4/JUQant. See note p. gc. 

would 
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would be engaged with its correfpondcnt banner in the op .. 
polite army, but Line with Line and Centurion· with Cen­
turion. 

When the two Armies were drawn up, the Confuls took 
their place, Manlius on the right wing, Decius on the 
left. It fell to the lot of Decius to fet an example to bis fa-
mily I of devoting themfelves to death for the fcrvice of their I H,s ("" ~nd 

r;l.lIltllUII IIke-
Country. Some omens had occurred while the Army halted WIle devoted 

, themf,lvc",lh. 

at Capna which induced the AuO"urs to dcc!are that t hr (~'n 111 tho 
, h' LI.\ n( 31\ Wlr, 

General of one party was to perifh and tbe Army of the tht. g· . ..,.!COII III 
6/> , tht' \' 11 '\tlh 

other; and that, on whichever fide the General 1nould de- I'YI(I.ui. 

vote the troops of the enemy to the infernal (-iods, and facri· 
fice his own life to infure that devotion, hi~ own party ihoL,ld 
be victorious. The Confuls held a Confultation 011 this iubjcl9:, 
and came to a refolution, that, if either wing gave way, the 
Confnl who commanded it ihould frand enga!!,eJ for the pcr­
formance of this duty, and facriflce himfe1f fur the preferva-
tion of his troops. The lot fell to Dccius; for, though both 
parties came into the field, and commenced the attack with 
equal fpirit and animofity, the viguur of the Latins prevailed, 
and the Roman left wing firfl: gave way. Det.i:l~ declined not 
his engagement, but, calling for the proper officer, ordered 
him to perform the ceremony; which being concluded, he 
ruihed into the thickefi: of the enemy, and periihed, as the 
nature of his devotion required. 

Animated by his magnanimity, or abfolved from their fu-

Perfi::ition t the Romans returned to the charge with frdh 'vi- • ~x(oluti' Re-, ",lOOt ~n '" , 
J Pugn31T1 ntc­
,ram cd.IdCIUI,t, 

• Livy bas defcended to thefe circumftances in order to introduce a 6ngle 
combat bct'tfccn two Centurions. This being con6dered as mere embelli{hment 
is omitted. The introdufiion itfelf is preferved as contributing to perfpicuity. 

F gour. 



[ 34 ] 

gour. And now it was that Manlius, taking advantage of 
his original difpofition, ordered the Rorarii to quit their po­
fition behind the third Line, and advance in its frollt, to 
fupport the firft and fecond : while the third Line, or T,-iarii, 
knowing that the moment was arrived when their fC'rvice 
mua be requifite, fat waiting for the command of the Conful. 

Still the Latins had the' advantage, and l\fanlius he( tated 
whether he iliould not have recourfe to his third Line, and 
bring it into action immediately; but, reflecting that they 
were his laft refource, and determined to referve them for 
the moment of neceffity, he advanccd the Accetifi from the 
rear, and, ranging them before the Standard ill the fame 
manner as the Triarii would have frood if thf'y had taken their 
proper poft, prefentcd a new Line to the enemy. 

The Latins, upon <lpproaching this body, foppofed it to 
be the Triarii of the Romans, and immediately brought up 
thcir correfpondent Line to the affault. Much was not ex­
peered by Manlius from the Accenji. The Latins advanced 

I F~IDci PIl&D3. impetl1oufly' againfi them, concloding that, after having de­
feated the two firfi Lines, they were now come to the 1aft, 
and that they approached the completion of fuccefs. 

The refifiance of the Accrfifr, however inefficient, was fiilt 
continued long enough to cxhanfi the fhength of the Latins, 
to blunt the~r weapons, and to break their fpears.-Thc fira­
tagem of l\la.'1lius was compleat. He recalled the Aca1!Ji 
from the front, and, turning to the Triarii, "Rife," fays he t 

'" my brave foldiers, you arc frdb, the enemy 6xhauficd. Re­
" member your country, your parents, your wives, your 
" children; remember YOllr Confl1l, who has <lied to infure 
" you the Victory." 

J The 
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The Triarii fprang up immcdiately, and prcfcntcd a fourth 
Line to the Enemy, totally tmforefecn. The contefi was no 
longer equal. The Romans frellI, their ranks in perfect or­
der, their intcrvals filled up with the remains of the two firfl: 
Lines, their arms I unim}Jaircd, their COl1rafrC anim cttco hv ' R.rulgentlhus 

/") ) ann. 
the complete fuccefs of their Commander's flratagem. Ad~ 
vancing with a ibout, they quickly diioniercd the fifO: rank') 
of the enemy, who, having no {pears to prdcnt, received 
thofe of the Romans in thcir face". Thus fell I he Triarii of ' " ,A" "r .• 

fool·.I1 .' ''l. 
the Latins; and, when they were difper[cd, thl.: defeat of the 
Companies in their Rear hardly required an ef}cHt. Th(' 
rout was general, and the flaughttr {uch, tl: ,lt {can,ply 
fourth part efcaped from the field of Battle. 

The wIlDIe honour of the day may be juflly attributed to 
the judicious difpofitions of l\fanl ius; and all the writers of 
both parties, who have recorded tliis cVl:nt, confers that, 
whichevt:!l Army Manlius had commanded, would have 
gained the ViCtory. 

The tran{lator is fully fenfible of the {urprizc '" hi('h will 
commence on reading that {even thoufand four 11l1nurcu amI 
forty fupernumeraries were added to the four LC~jOIlS on this 
occafion ; and at the declaration, that they were heavy-armed. 
But he defircs it may be obferved, that, unlefs the Rorarii 
had been thus arm('d, they could not have partaken in the 
Combat with the firit and fecond Line, or have been of any 
fervice if they had. 

In regard to the AccmJi, he begs leave to propofe one 

fingle quefiion. 

If 
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If they were not armed in the fame manner as the Triarii, 
and confifted not of the fame nllmber, hm\- could the decep. 
tion have been paffed upon the Latins, who knew the cun. 
ftruclion of a Roman Legion as well as the Romans them. 
idves? 

F I N I s. 




