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m i n u t e s  o f  the Evidence taken at the Trial o f  W A R R E N  
H A S T I N G S  Efquire, late Governor General o f Bengal, at the 
Bar o f the Houfe o f Lords in Weftminfter Hall, upon an Impeach­
ment againft him for High Crimes and Mifdemeanors, by the 
Knights, Citizens, and Burgeffes, in Parliament aflembled, in the 
Name o f themfelves, and o f all the Commons o f Great Britain.

1
D i e  L u n ^ y  2 5 °  F e h r u a r i j  1 7 8 8 .

' H E  M anagers for the Com m ons having finifhed their O pening o f  the F irft
A rticle, • acquainted the H oufe, that, previous to  their entering into P ro o f o f  the 

F a ft^  alledged in the faid F irft A rticle, they w ould give Evidence o f  the general 
M atter ftatdd in the P ream b le; after w hich, they w ould proceed to call Evidence in 
fupport o f  the feveral Allegations o f the faid F irft A rticle , as nearly in  the O rder o f  
the Fad^a thcrciji ftated, as the N atu re  o f  the Circum ftances w ould  adm it j beginning 
firft w ith  general Evidence o f  the Situation o f  the R ajah Bulw ant Sing, and o f  th« 
Rajah C h eyt Sing, at the feveral T im es in  the faid«Firft A rticle  refpeftively mentioned :

A n d  thereupon they called

T H O M A S  M O R T O N ,  w h o being fw on i, w as examined as follow s :

Whac Situation arc you in under the Eaft India Company f
A . I am their Sccrctary.

What Papers arc thofe which you have in your Hands ?
A , The Charter of the Eaft India Company under the Great Seal o f England, dated 5th Sep­

tember 1698. Anno 10 Gul. III.

T h e  M anagers for the Com m ons dcfired, that that P art o f  the C harter m ight be read 
w hich grants to the E aft India C om pany a Pow er to appoint their* ow n Officers and 
G overnors in the E aft Indies.

A ccord in gly , the C harter being delivered in at the T ab le , the fo llow in g E x tra ft  
w as read by the p e r k .

“  And Wee doc, of Our moft cfpeciall Grace, certain Knowledge, and mecre Motion, for Us, skin 
Our Hcires and SucceHbrs, give and grant unto the faid Englifh Company tradcing to the Eaft 
Indies, that the (aid Company for the Time being fhall and may have the Ordering, Rule, and 
Government of all fuch Forts, Factories, and Plantations, as ftiall be att any Time hereafter fettled 
by or under the faid Englifti Company, within the Eaft Indies and Parts before mentioned i and 
(hall and may name and appoint Governours and Officers from Time to Time in and for the faid 
Forts, Factoryes, and Plantations} and them to remove and difplace att their W ill and Plcafure.
And that fuch Governours and Officers lhall and may, according to the Directions o f the fame 
Company, raife, traine, and mufter, fuch M iliury Forces as ftiall or may be ncccflary for the 
Dcfence o f the faid Forts, Places, and Plantations rcfpedivcly, (the Soveraigne Right, Power, and 
Dominion over all the laid Forts, Places, and Plantations, to Us, Our llcircs, and SuccefTors, 
being always rcferved).**

T h e n  the W itnefs was diroSled to  produce the M inutes o f  the Com m ittee o f  Corre^^ 
p on d en ceof the E aft India C om pany o f  the 9th A p ril 1 7 7 1 .

T h e  W itnefs produced a B ook, m arked w ith  the L etter A , and intituled, “  M inute 
B ^ k  1 7 7 0 ; ’’ w hich being delivered in, an Extra6t from  a M inute o f  the C ou rt o f  
D ireftors, held on T u eld ay  the 9th A p ril i7 7 » , in Page 498 o f  the faid Book^ was 
read by the C lerk, and is as follow s * :

•  To avoid R c ^ itio n , it may be proper to obferve »n this Place, that where an Extrad only i» fct forth 
from a Mhiutc, Confulution, Letter, or other Document produced, it it to be uiiderftood as includine eve^  
Thing in fucfa Minute, Confultatton, Letter, or other Oocumcnt, relative to tiic SubicA Matter of tne faid 
E xtrad .

A  a ** Minutei



“  Minutes o f the Commiitcc of Corrcfpondencr, dated the 8th inftant and this Day, being 
read j

“  Rcfolvcd by the Ballot, That Warren Haftings Efquire, Second o f  Council at Fort Saint 
Gccjrge, be appointed to the fame Station in the Council at Fort WiDiam, and lo fuceecd to the 
Government in caft; o f the Dtath or AbfenCe o f John Cartier fifquirc.^

T h e n  the W itnefs was aflccd;

Whether that is, or is nor, the ufuaf Mode by which the Eaft India Company appoint their 
Servants abroad <vithK>t»t any 6ther Iiiftrumtint f

A . Yes.

Q . (from a Lord.) Without any other Inftruhicnt?
A . v\n Inftrumcnt foHows.

Have you gar that lnftrumci)t here?
. A , The uiu il Inftriinicnt is a Commiflion under the Company’s Seal, which is tranfmitted to 
the Prefulcnt and Cauncil at Bengal in the Origirtal.

Have you a Copy of it ?
A . "J’ht rc was no Infbrument accompanying this T^pointment. There is a Paragraph appoint­

ing Mr, Madings to the Government o f Bengal in a Gt-ncral Letter o f the loth April 1771.
4

T h e  M anagers for the Coriim ons defired, T h flt the i6 a d  Paragraph o f. the L etter 
mentioned by the W itnel's, o f  the 16th A p ril 177*> w hich  contains the original A p p o in t­
m ent o f  W ari^n IL lftin gs E fquire, to  be Secolid o f  C ou h cil a tF m  t W iH tam , and to  
fncceed M r, C artier as Pi'efident arid G overnor o f  B engal, m ight be read.

t h e  C ounfel for the b efen d an t obferved. T h a t  in point o f  R egularity , the Receipt 
o f  this Letter in Bfingat ought lo  be firft pi*ov<‘d

T h e  M anagers for the C om m ons being heard in  a n fw tr to  this O bfervation, the 
Paragraph was ordered to be read bene ejje, and not to be confidered as Evidence, 
uniefs it  fiiould appear by fome fubfequent L etter from  Bengal that the L etter o f  the 
lo th  April 1 7 7 1 , was receivai there.

T h e n  the W itnelii produced a Book marked w ith the L etter B , and intituled, “  B en­
gal Difpatches 23 M arch  177 0 , to 10 A p ril 1 7 7 1 5” and the fame being ddivered in , 
the i6 z d  Paragraph o f  a G eneral L e tte r  from  the C o u rt o f  D iredlors to the Prcfident 
and C ouncil at F o rt W illiam  in Bengal, dated the lo th  o f  A p ril l y j i ,  beginning in  
Pac;e 721 o f  the faid B ook, was read by the C lerk , and is as follow s :

Paragraph iGz. ** Confidcring the Importance o f the Goverament o f Bengal, and being well 
perfuadcd of the Abilities o f Warren Haftings Efquire for the due Difchargc o f the Offiicc o f 
Govi:rnorv we do hereby appoint him Second o f CoonGil at Fort William, and to fucceed Mr. 
Cattte'r as Prefident and Governor Of Bengal: Ahd we have accordingly direfted M r. Haftings to 
proceed to Fort William as expeditioufly as poffible, to take his Scat in COBndl at your Prcfi- 
dency, ' *

W e are yo«r loving Friends,
Ja, Cockburn, G . Colebrooke,

London, Oaniel Wtcr, J. Purlir^,
loth April 1771. Will. |a«fies, Thomas Rdu8»

John Michie* Henry Crab iBoulton,
Wtu. Devaynes, Frederick Pigou,
Robert C i ^ i ! y ,  Edward Holifen Cruttenden,
Benj. Booth, George Cutning,
John Roberts, Henry Savage,
Charles Chainbera jun. John Harrifon,

Pet. Lafceiics.

HTben l̂ ie Witnefs vm  diteBed to produce A Letter from ijie of
the 2 5 th of April 1771.

Tlie Managers tor the Commons being if  riiey Watas appdikd wbediet Acre was
dr WAS not a C6mmUIicM upon ^ is Occafion, ainfwere^ Tlie^ ‘w&v that ttidre
was no GoinitiilHon ujpon this '^ a fio n , îtor even ai^ ĉ Km tiie App^tmci&t of M r. 
Haftings to the Prefidency of jPort WilUam.

Then the Witnefs produced a Book, fnmied (C ), intitUlisd, ‘ ‘  Bengal DU^tche®, 
from the a5th April 1771, to lotli t)ecember 1773 «n«l the ftime being delivered in, 
the 4th P a i i ^ p  df tt> the
ifffc&tent land COtitteil ^
in the faid Book, Was read by iibie

7 « Br
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«« By the beforf-going ‘Removal o f Mr. Bechcr from tli<! Council, artd o f MelT. RufTcll and 
Floycr to tlitir refpeftive Stations upon the Fort St. George Eftabliflimcnt, and the Appointment 
of M r. Haftin-’ S (by our Letter o f t V  loth inllant) to fuccced Mr. Cartier at your Prcl'idency ; 
and having Hkcwilc re-admitted Mcff. R um bold  and Dacrcs into our Scrvice, it bccomcs ncccfiary lo 
m ake a nrw Arrangement ot our Council j W c therefore d ired  that, upon the Receipt hereof, it 
be compofcd o f the following Gentlemen, nOtwithfUnding our Orders of the 23d March I770, for 
limiting the Number of Council to Nine Members, exclufive of the Commander ui Chief.

“  John Cartir'r El'quire, Prefident and Governor.
Warren llaflings Efquire*—Scci)nd *, and to fuccced to the Government, ifi calc

of the Death, or coming away of Mr. Cartier.
Brigadier General Sir Roben Rarker, Third (or the Commander in Chief forth !

'l ime bemg), but not to rife higher.
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Mr. Tames Alexander,
' 'homas Rumbold, 
Samuel Middleton, 
William Alderl'cy, 
Thomas Kellall,
John Reed,
Francis f lare,
Jofriph Jekyll,
I’ hiljp Milner Dacrcs, 
Thoniffs Lane, 
Richard Barweil,

I'oiirth.
Fifth. 
Sixth.
Seventh.
Eighdi.
Ninth.
Tenth.
lilevcnth.
Twelfth.
Thirteenths
Fourteenth, and laft o f Council.*'

T h e n  the W itn cfs was d ircfled  to w ithdraw . 

T o  prove that, in  confoquence o f  the E xtracts read from  the above-m entioned Letters, 
M r. H artings tc o k h is  Seat at the Board o f  C ouncil’ at F ort W^ilUam, and afted in virtue 
thereof, the M anagers for the Com m ons defired Ml*. R obert H udfdn m ight be called. 

T h e  M anagers for the Com m ons being alked, if  it wouW  not be proper that M r. C ar­
tier's Com nviflion Ibould be read, in order to  (hew w hat the N ature and Defcription o f  
the A u th ority  o f  the Prefident o f  the C ou n cil at F ort W illia m  was •, drtfweted. T h a t, i f  
it was thought m aterial, they w ould produce it  'I 'o-m orrow . 

T h e n  M r. R O B E R T  H U D S O N  w as called in > and, being fw o in , was exam ined 

as fo llo w s :

What Book do you hold in your Hand i
A . The Bengal Confukation.s in the Year 1772, as fcnt to the Court of Diredtors.

Is that the Correfpoudcncc tranfmitted to the Court of Dlrcftors from'Bengal ?
A . Yes.

T h e  M anagers for the C om m ons defircd the C onfu ltation  o'* the 20th F ebruary 1 7 7 a  

in igh t be read.
T h e  W itn cfs produced a B ook, marked w ith the L etter D , intituled, “  F o rt W illia m  

C on fu ltatiom , P u b lic  D epartm ent, from  3d January to 7th  A p ril 1 7 7 2 ,”  and indorfcd 

V o l. I.
T h e n  the W itn cfs  w as aflced,

Q . Is the Gottlultation you »re going to read figned ?
A . It is figned, Warren Huttings, Rich<ird Barweil,

William Alderfey, Henry Goodwin.
Thomas Litne,

T h e  M anagers fo r  the C om m ons demanded o f  the C ou n lel ^or the D efendant, W h e - 
^ r  they w ould put them  upon pr<$vlng the D efendant's H and W ritin g ?

T o  w hich  the Counfel attfwettxl, T h a t , in  Point o f  R egularity , the M anagers fo r  
^  C om m o n s o u gh t to  p rw «  tib» D efendant’s H and W r it in g » but that they w ould  

n o t p u t A e m  to  it.

T iie a  th e  £ xtra8 : w as read by the C^lerk from  the la id  Book.

Fort WiMiam, lo th  Feb. lyjzt
“  At a eotliblwtjotti PWfbit, 

T he John

Jairtts UwrcU ,
John Read, iH c w y  Goodwin*

B  ;* Mr,



“  Mr. Hafting"; being arrived, now takes his Seat at thf Board, after having the cuftomarjr 
Oaths adminiftcrcd.”  [Signed, at the End of the Confukation,

Warren Haftings, Richard Barwcll,
W . Alderfey, H . Good win,J
'I'ho. Lane,

Have you got the Form of the Oaths in that Book ?
A . It IS not in this Book.

T h en  the W itn cfs produced a Book marked w ith the L etter E , and intituled, “  Bent;. 
L ett. R cc. 30 A u g. 1 7 7 1 , to 24 A pril 1 7 7 2 ; ”  and the fame being delivered in, the ytii 
Paragraph o f  a General Letter from  Bengal, dated the 13th  A p ril 1772 , to tlie C ou rt o f 
l^ireiftors, w'as read by the C lerk, and is as fo llo w s :

Par. g. “  In Conformity to your Orders, our late Prefiiient, Mr. Cartier,*thjs D;iy rtTtgnsd the 
Chart'C (jf tiiis CJovcrnment to Mr. H.illings, and has availed himiclf of your Pcnuiflion ru rim;iin 
in the Country until the next Seafon. VVc fliall Ix' cartful that, during liis Stay, every Refjicct 
and Attention be juiid to him, according to your Orders.

Signed, Warren Mailings,
Wm. Alderley,
P M. Dacres,

Fort William, 'I'lionias I.,ane,
the 20ih April 1772. Richard Harwell,
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T h e n  the W itnefs was dircfted to w ithdraw .

Jjmes L.awrt'11, 
}I. Goodwin,
J. Graham.”

T o  prove the A ppointm ent o f  a G overnor G eneral and C ou n cil for the G overnm ent 
o f  the Prefidency o f  F o rt W illiam  in Bengal, by an A f t  palled in the 13th Y e a r  
o f  H isp rcfen t M ajefty, the M ode o f  D ecifion prefcribed by the laid A 6f, in cafe o f a 
DilTerence o f  O p inion o f  the faid G overnor General and C ou n cil, the Powers thereby 
giv'^n to the faid G overnor General and CounciJ, and that W arren U aftings F.fq. was, 
by rhc faid A ft ,  nom inated to be the F irft G overn or General o f  the laid i ’ rcfideney o f  
F o rt  W illiam , the M anagers for the Com m ons defired tlie Stat. 13 fJeo. H I, Cap. 61, 
Sc6t. 7 , 8, 9, 10, m ight be read. T h e  Hime was accordingly read at the T ab le  by the 
C le  'k, as fa llo w s :

“  An A ft for cftablilhing certain Regulations for the better Management of the 
Affairs of the Kaft India Company, as well in India as in Euroijc.

Se£l. 7. “  And for the better Management of the faid United Company’s Affairs in India, be it 
further enaiJled by the Authority aforefaid. That, for the Governme nt of the Prefidency of Pure 
William in Bengal, there lliall be appointed a Gtjvernor General and Four Connrtllors ■, ant! that the 
whole Civil and Military Government of the faid I’ refidency, and aifothe Ordering, Management and 
Government of all the Territorial Acquifitions and Rfivcnues in tlie Kingdoms of Bengal, Bahar, and 
Orifla, fijall, duiin'^ fueh Time as the Territorial Acquifitions and Revenues lhali reni.iin in the 
PolTcffion of the faid United Company, be, and arc hereby veiled in the laid Governor General 
and Council of the faid Prefidency o f Fort William in Bengal, in like Manner, to all Intents and 
Purpol'cs whatlbever, as the fame now arc, or at any I'ime heretofore might have been excrcik'd by 
the Prelident and Council, orSeled Committee, in the faid Kingdoms.

Seft. 8. “  And he it enacted by ihe Authority aforefaid. That in all Cafe.s whatfoever, wherein 
any DifFerence of Opinion lhall arife upon any Qucftion propofed in any Conlultation, the laid 
Governor General and Council fliall be bound and concluded by the Opinion and Decifion of the 
major Part of thofc prcfent; and if it fhall happen that, by the Death or Removal, or by the 
Abfcncc of any o f the Members o f  the faid Council, fuch Governor General and Council lhall 
happen to be equally divided, then, and in every fuch Cafe, the faid Governor Gcneial, or, in hia 
Ablence, the eldcft Counfellor prcfent, lhall have a calling Voice, and his Opinion fiiall be cJecifive 
and conclufive.

Sedl. 9. “  And be it further enabled by the Authority aforefaid, That the faid Governor Ge­
neral and Council, or the major Part o f them, fliall have, and thc'y are hereby authorticd to have. 
Power o f fuperintending and controuling the Government and Management of the Prcfidencies 
o f Madrafs, Bombay, and Bcncoolcn.rclpc£tively, fo far, and infotnuch as that it (hall not be 
lawful for any Prefident and Council o f Madras, Bombay, or Bcncoolen, for the Time being, 
to make any Orders for commencing Hoftilities, or declaring or making War, ftBatnft any Indian 
Princcs or Powers, or for negotiating or concluding any Treaty o f  P ea^ , or other Treaty, with 
any fuch Ipdian Princcs or Powers, without the Confent and Approbation of the faid Governor 
General and Council lirft had and obtained, cxcept in fuch Cafes o f  imminent NtxelTity as would

render



render it d.nngerous to poOpone f'ach Iloftilitics or Treaties unril the Orders from the Governor 
General and Council might arrive; and except in fuch Gales vvhere the i'aiii PrcfKleius and 
Cowincils rclpcdlivcly Hiali iiavc received Tpccial Ortlers from the laid United Company ; an>! any 
Prefident and Council of Madras, Bombay, or Bcncoolen, who ili.ill offend in any ot‘ the 
C'ales alorelVid, (hall be liable to be iufpended frotii his or tiu.ir OHke by the Order of the laid 
Governor General and Council; and every Prefident and Conmil of Madras, Bombay, and 
Bencoolen, for the Time beinp,, fliall, and they arc hereby refpc6tively dirertt-ii and required to 
pay due Obedience to fuch Orders as they (liall receive touching tlie Premili s from the fiid 
Governor General and Council for the Time being, and conltanily and diligently to tranfniit to 
the faid Governor General and Council Advice and Intelligence of all 'rrarilatlions and Mattels 
whatfoever that fhall come to their Knowledge, velatinj  ̂ to tiie (iovernmtnu, l^.evenues, or 
Interell of the laid United Company; and the l.iid Governor General and Council for the I ime 
being Iball, and tliey are hereby direfled and required to pay due Obcilicnce to all luch Orders 
as they fhall rrceive from the Court o f Direciors o> the fsiti United Company, and to cornij ond 
from Time to 'J'ime, and conflantly and diligently tranfmit to tiie l.iid Courr, ,ui cxatt I'artimlar 
of all Advices or Intelligence, and of all Tranlaftions ainl M.uttrs whdtiocvcr, that lliall ct^me 
to their Knowledge, relating to the Government, Comnurce, Keveiuirs, or IntcrelT: of the laid 
United Company ; and the Court of Directors of the laid Cuinpany, or their Succcilbrs, Iball, 
and they arc hereby dirrdtd and required, from Time to Time, before the Expiration of I'our- 
leen Days after the receiving any fuch I -etters or Atlvices, to give in, and drliver unto the 1 ligh 
Treafurer, or Commifliom rs of his Majelty’s I're.iliity (or the Time being, a rrue ami exact Co|)y 
o f fuch Parts of the laid Letters or Advices as (1i.j11 any way relate to the Management ot the 
Revenues of the faid Company-, and in like manner to give in, and dtliver to one of his Ma- 
jcfty’s principal Secretaries of State for the Time being, a true and exadl Copy of all fuel) Parts 
o f the laid i.etters or Advices as (Lall any vvay relate to the Civil or Miiitary Affairs and Go­
vernment of the faid Company ; all which Copies (hall be fairly written, and tliall be figncd by 
T w o or more of the Direftors of tfie laid Company.

Sc(5l;. io. “  And it is hereby further enaifled, Tfiat Warren Mailings Efquire, nuill be the
firft: Governor General; and that Lieutenant-Gtneral John Clavering, the Honourable Cieorgc 
Monfon, Richard Harwell Efquire, and Philip Francis Elijuire, fliall be the Four firft: Coun- 
fellors ; and they, and each of them, fliall hold and continue in his and their rclpeclivc Offices, 
for and during the Term of Five Years, from the Time of their Arrival at Fore William in 
Bengal, and taking upon tliem the Government of the laid Prelidency, and lhall not be remove- 
able in the mean Time, except by his Majefty, his Heirs and Succeffurs, upon Ucprerentatior\ 
made by the Court of Dire<5fors of the laid United Company for the Time being; and in cafe of 
the Avoidance o f tiie Office of fuch Governor General by l^eath, Kefignation, or Removal, his 
Place fluill, during the Remainder of the Term aforefiid, as often as the Cali: fhall happen, be 
fupplied by the Ferfon of the Council who tlands next in Rank to fuch Governor General; and
in cafe of the Death, Removal, Refignaiion, or Promotion of any of tlie laid Council, the
D iredorsof the faid United Con^pany are hereby empowered, for and “during the Remainder of 
the litid Term of Five Years, to nominate and appoint, by and with the Coulent of his Majefty, 
his Heirs and SuccefTors, to be fignified under his or their Sign Manual, a Pcrfon to fucceed 
to the OfBce fo become vacant in the faid Council v and until luch Appointment fhall be made, 
all the Powers and Authorities veiled in the Governor General and Council, fhall rell and continue 
in, and be cxercifed and executed by the Governor General and Council remaining and furviving; 
and from and after the Expiration of the laid Term of Five Years, the Power of nominating and 
removing tite fucceeding Governor General and Council (hall be vefled in the Directors of the faid 
United Cotiipany,”

T o  prove that M r. H aftings afterwards took the Oaths in the ufual F orm , the M a ­
nagers for the Com m ons, defired M r . R O B E R T  H U D S O N  m ight he again called i n ; 
w h o  appearing, produced a B ook, intituled, ”  F o rt W illiam  C ou n cil Proceedings, from  
2oth 0 £ t. to the 28th D cc. 1 7 7 4 ;”  and the fame being delivered in, the follow ing 
E x tra ft  was read by the C lerk.

“  Fort William, 24th Oft. 1774, Pub. Dtp.
“  A t a Conlultation ■, Prefcnt, Monday.

The Hon. Warren Haftings Efq, Governor General, Prefident j 
Lieut. Gen. John Clavering,
The Hon. George Monfon,
Richard Barwell, "V rj,
Philip Francis, J

“  Mr. Barwell being come down to the Prefidency, takes his Scat as Member of the Council. Mr. Banvdi
The Book of ftanding Orders upon the Table. arnvc«.

** Read and approved the Confultation o f the 20th inftant.
The Qaths o f Allegiance, of Office, and of a JufHce o f the Peace, being prepared in the ô um «jmi-

ufual Form, ate now taken by each of the Members ot this Board rcfpettively.’' • nuiercti.
T o
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T o  prove liUat ceita'ui fro v ifio n s  in  the Stat. Geo. I l l ,  c. 63, w h ich  were made 
fo r  a limited T im e only, were continued, revived, and further continued, by feveral

• fubfequent A(Sts, the M anagers fo r  the C om m ons deiired the Stat. 19  G eo. I l l ,  c. 61, 
fcc\. 5, m ight be read. T h e  fam e w as read at the T ab le  by the C lerk , as fo llow s :

“  An A d  for continuing in the Po/Tcfllon of the United Company o f Merchants of 
KngUnd trading to the Eaft Indies, for a linntcd Time, and under certain Con­
ditions, the Territorial Acqiiifitions and Revenues lately obta'mcd in the Eaft 
Irulips} and for continuing, for a limited Time, fo much o f an Adt made in rhc 
'J hirietnth Year of the Kcign o f hi-s prcfcnt Majetty, intituled, ‘ An Ai5t for 
‘  elbiblilhing ccrtain Regulations for the better Management oi- the Atfi»irs'of the 
* Hall India Company, as well in India as in Europe,’ as will expire in th^Coorlt 
o f the preii-’nt Year.

Sffl:. 5. “  And whereas by another A6V, paflcdin the fame Seffion o f  Parliament,'intituled, ‘ An 
‘  A it for eftablilhing certain Regulations for the better Management of the Affairs of the Eaft India 
* Company, as well in India as in Europe,’ it was, among other Things, enafted, That ioj the 
Government o f the Prcfidcncy of Fort William, in Bengal, there fhould be appointed a Governor 
(jenerai and Four Counfcllors •, and that the whole Civil, and Military Government of the faid 
Prcfidcncy, and alio the Ordering, Management, and Government of all the Territorial Actjui- 
fitions and Revenues in the Kingdoms of Beneal, Bahar, and OrilTa, flbould, during fuch Time 
us the Territorial Acquifitions and Revenues mould remain in the Poflefiion o f the Ciid Uniced 
Company, be veiled in the faid Governor General and Council o f the faid Prefidertcy oi' Fort 
■William in Bengal; and alfo that the Governor General and Four Firft Couniellors, appointed 
by the faid A d , lliould each of them hold and connnue in his and their refpedive Offices for and 
during the I'ern^ of Five Years, from the Time of their Arrival at Fort William in Bengal, and 
taking upon them the Government of the faid Prefidency, and fliould not be remOveabTe in the 
mean^Time, except by his Majefty, his Heirs and Succeflbrs, upon Reprefcntation made by 
the Court of Diredors for the faid United Company for the Time being : And whereas it may 
be cKpi'dient that the faid Regulations fho'tld be exten.led to the Pcrfon and Perfons who, at the 
T ime o f pafllng this Adt, lhall have and enjoy the refpedive Offices o f Governor General and 
Counfellors o f tnc faid Prefidency •, be it therefore enadled by the Authority aforefaid, That tlie 
Pcrfon and Perfons who, at the Time o f the pafllng of this A d , (h;dl have and enjoy the Office 
atid Offices o f Governor General and Counfellors of die faid Prcfidency, lhall hold and continue 
in his and their refpedive Offices, for and during the Continuance of thin A ci, and lhall not be 
removeable in the mean Time, except by his Majelly, his Heirs and Succcllbis, upon Rcpre- 
ientatior, made by the Court of Diredors for the laid United Company for the Time being j and 
fliail haw  and enjoy all and fingular the Powers and Authorities veiled by the faid A d  in tljc 
Firft Governor General, and Four Firft Counfellors, by the faid A d  appointed, and flitll be 
fubjcd to tljc faid Reftri6];ions and Limitations as by the faid A d  the Firft Governor General, and 
Firft Four Counfellors, were made fubjed j and that in cafe of the Avoidance o f the Offia's o f 
fucli Governor General, or any o f the laid Counfellors, fuch Office lliall be refpedively fupplicd 
in the fame Manner as the fame Office would by the faid A d  have been fupplicd during the 
Remainder of tlie Tem i o f Five Years, which was computed from the Time that the Firft Gover­
nor General, and Four Firft Counfellors, took upon them the Government o f the faid Prefi­
dency.’*

A lfo  the Stat. 20 G eo. III. C ap . 56.  S eft. 5. A n d  the fame was read as fa llo w s :

“  An A d  for continuing in the Poffeffion o f  the United Company o f  Merchants o f  
England trading to the Eaft Indies, for 3 further Time, and under certain Condi­
tions, the Territorial Acquifitions and Revcottes lately obtainctl in the Fiaft Indies j 
and for reviving, and continuing for a further Time, k> much o f an A d  made in the 
Thirteenth Year o f the Reign o f his prefent Majefty, (intituled, ‘  An A d  forefta- 
‘  bliftjing certain Regulations for the better Management o f the A ^ irs  o f the Eaft 
* India ^ m pan y, as well in India as in Europe),' as hath expired in the Co.urle o f 
the prefent Year 1 and for indemnifying the faid Co«)p«ny for any MiS>ney they have 
p^jd, or may nt «r aboai the building o f  Three Sfiips o f the Line for the Ser­
vice o f the Publick.

Sed . 5. *• And whereas, by another A£t palTed irS the fame Seffion o f (intituled, * An
* A d fo r  eftablifhing certain Regulations, for the b e t t e r t l t c  Eaft India
‘ Company, as well in India as in Europe),’ it was, among oi;hcr T hiM ^  That, for the
Government o f  the Prcfidency Of Fort William in B e ife l, there
General and Pour Counfellors, and that the whole CivlTand Military Oovernnoent o f  the £a|d -Pre- 
fidency, and 1^0 the Ordering, M a w ^ ^  the Territeristf Ac<|oifition«
and Revenues in the Kingdoms o f  Bengal, Babar, aiid 0 r i%  durin|; fbch !in[ffle as the
Terrttorial AcqUiCtions and RevOTUes kmiwft in the faia 0 nit<il
h f  v«fted in t k  faUf Go,m oor o f t k  liiiil l ^  F m  WiSlktn
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giii i and alfo tl:at the Governor General and Four firfl Counfellors appointed by the faid A ft  
(hould cach o f them hold and continue in his and their rd'pedtive Offices for and during the Term of 
Five Years, from the Tim e o f their Arrival at Fori William in Bengal, and taking upon them the 
Government of the faid Prefidency, and (hould not be removcable in the mean Time, cxcept by his 
Majefty, his Heirs and Succeftbrs, opon Reprefentation made by the Court o f Diredbors for the 
faid United Company for the Time being; And whereas it may be expedient that the ftid Regula­
tion (hould be revived, and extended to the Perfjn and Perfons who, at the Time o f palfing this 
A ft , ftiould 'have and enjoy the refpedive Offices of Governor General and Counfellors of the 
faid Prefidency i be it therefore enacted by the Authority aforefaid, That the Perfon and Perfons 
who, at the Time o f  the palling o f this Act, (hall have and enjoy the Office and Offices of Go­
vernor General and Counfellors o f the faid Prefidency, lhall hold and continue in his and their re- 
fpedivc Offices, fqf and during the Continuance o f this A£t, and (hall nor be removeabic in the 
mean Time, except by his Majcfty, his Heirs and SuccelVors, upon Reprefentation made by the 
Court of IJiredors for the faid United Company for the Time being, and Oi;ill have and enjoy 
all and fingular the Powers and Authorities vclted 'by the laid Act in die Firft Governor General 
and Four Firft Counfellors by the laid A A  appointed, and fliall be (ubjei t̂ to the faid Rellriclions 
and Limitations, as by the faid A<5t the H rli Governor General and Firfl F’uur Counfellors were 
made fubjedt •, and that in cafe of the Avoidance o f the Offices of fuch Ciovcrnor General, or 
any o f the faid Counfellors, llu h OfTice fhall be refpeftively fupplied in the fame Manner as the 
lame Office would by the laid Adi have been fupplied during the Remainder of tlie Term of Five 
Years, whigh was computed from the Time that the FirH Governor (ienrral and Four Firfl 
Counfellors took upon them the Government o f the fiiid Prefidency.*’

A lfo  the £tat. 21 G eo . I I I . C ap . 6 5. Sc£l. 35. A n d  the fame w as read as fo llow s ;

“  An A£b for the ef^ablifliing an Agreement with the United Company o f Merchants 
of England trailing to the Kafl Indies, Ibf the Paynunt of the Sum of I'our hundred 
fhoufand Pouniis, for the Ufc of tlie Publick, in full Difcharge and Satisfa6hon of 
all Claims and Demands of the Publick, from the I ’ime the Bond Debt of the 
faid Company wa'i reduced to One million five hundred thoufand Pounds, until the 
Firft Day of March One thoufand Seven hundred and Eighty-one, in refped o f the 
Territorial Acquil’uions and Revenues lately obtained in the Eafl Indies and alfo 
for fecuring to the Publick, in refpeft thereof, for a Term therein mentioned, a 
certain Part or Proportion of the clear Revenues and Profits o f the faid Company; 
and for granting to the faid Company, for a further I'erm, the fble and exclufive 
Trade to and from the Eaft Indies, and Limits therein mentioned ■, and for efta- 
blifhing certain Regulations for the better Management o f  the Affairs of the faid 
Company, as well in India as in Europe, and the recruiting the Military Forces o f  
the faid Company.

Seft. 35. "  And whereas, by another A6t paflcd in the Thirteenth Year of his prefent Majcfty,
‘ intituled, An A d  for cftablifhmg ccrtain Regulations for the better Management of the Affairs o f 
‘  the Ealt India Company, as well in India as in E.urope,’ it was among other Things enafted, Thac 
for the Governmenc o f the Prefidency o f F'ort William in Bengal there /hould be appointed a Go­
vernor General and Four Councillors, and that the whole Civil and Military Government o f the 
faid Prefidency, and aUo the Ordering, Management, and Government o f all the Territorial A c- 
quifitions and Revenues in the Kingdom o f Bengal, Bahar, and Oriffii, fhould,. during fuch Tim e 
as the Territorial Acquifitions and Revenues iliouid remain in the PofTefTion of the laid United 
Company, be veiled in the faid Governor General and Council o f the faid Prefidency o f Fort 
William in Bengal > and alfo that the Governor General and Four Firft Councillors appointed by 
the faid A d  (hould cach o f them hold and continue in his and their refpedtive Offices for and dur- 
ring the Term of Five Years, from the Time o f their Arrival at Fort William in Bengal, and tak­
ing upon them the (iovernment of the faid Prefidency, and fliould not be removeable in the 
mean Time, exccpt by hia Majcfty, his Heirs and Succenbrit, »fwn Kcprelentation made by the 
Court of Dircdors for the f«id United Gotttpsiny for the Tim e being } and in cafe o f  the Avoid­
ance o f the Office o f fuch Governor General by Death, Refignation, or Removal, his Place 
Ihould, during the Remainder o f  the Term aforefaid, as often as the Cafe fhould happen, be fup- 
plied by tlie Pcrliin o f the Coundl « b o  (hould likand next in Rank, to fuch Governor General 4 andi 
in cafe of the Death, Removal* Refignation, or Frorootbn of any o f the faid Council, the Direc­
tors of the faid United Company were thereby impowered, for and during the Remainder o f the 
faid Term o f Five Years, to ndminatt aftd ajppolnt, by and with the Confent o f  his Majefty, hia 
Heirs and Succdlbrt, to be figni^ed o$ therein k  mentioned, a Pecfon to fucceed to the Oftke fo 
become v«cant in the faid Council { and until fuch Appointment ihould be made, all the Powers 
and’Authorities velbed in the Governor General and Council, Oiould reft and continue in, and be 
«xcrcii«)d <)ind executed by the Governor Geoeral and Council remainin|; and furviving: And where­
as it may be estpedietit chirt certain Parts o f  the faid recited A ft  which are expired (hould be re­
vived and Continued, fubje^ Co fuch Varlactons as herein>after are mentioned) be it therefore 
ciiaiJbfd by the Authority aforefaid, That thd Perfon and Perfons who at tb; Tiiiw  o f  the paffing

C  o f
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o f this A ft fball have and enjoy the Office and Offices o f Governor General and Councillors o f the 
faid Prefidcncy, ftiall hold and continue in his and their refpeftive Offices for and during the Conti­
nuance ot’ this Adt, and fliail not be rcmoveable in the mean Time, except by his Majcfty, his 
Heirs and Succefftjrs, upon Rcpreientation made by the Court of Direftors for the laid United 
Company for tiie Time being \ and ihail have and enjoy all and fingular the Powers and Authori­
ties veiled by the laid A d  in the Firlt Governor (iencral and Four Firft Councillors by the laid 
A f t  appointed, and fliall be fubjeft to the fame Reftridions and Limitations as by the faid A ft  the 
Firlt (iovernor General and Firft Four Councillors were made fu b jcd ; and that in cafe of the 
Avoidance o f the Offices of fuch Governor General, or any o f the iiiid Councillor,?, fuch Office 
ftiall br icfpc£lively fupplicd in the fame Manner as the fame Office would by the laid Adi huve 
been fupplicd during the Remainder o f ihc Ttrm  of Five Years, which was. computed from the 
Tim e that the Firft Governor General and Four Firft Councillors took upon, them the Govern­
ment of the faid Prefidency.”

T h e  M anagers fo r  the C om m ons alfo referred to the Stat. 24 G eo. I I I . c . 25. and 
Stat. 26 G eo . III . c. 16 . bu t did not defire the fame to  be read.

T h e n  the M anagers for the C om m on s ftated, that havin g, fo r  the Sake o f  R e g u ­
larity , gone through the feveral M atters contained in the Pream ble o f  the C barge, 
altliough the fame arc admitted by the D efendant in liis A n fw er, they w ould next 
proceed to pi ove the feveral F a fts  alledged in  the F irft A rticle.

I t  was fuggefted to them  by th e  H ou fe , w hetlier it w ould  n ot be l>etter, for the 
Sake o f  Clearnefs, that they fliould  firft produce the Inftrum ent by w h ich  the P re- 
fident o f  F o rt W illia m  w as appointed, in order to  {hew w hat his A u th ority  as Prefi- 
dent w as, and then apply the Stat. 13 G eo . I l l ,  c . 6 3 .10  it, that Statute m aking exprefis 

*VidcS««.7. Rcferettce to  fuch  his A u th ority  as Prefident *-
T h e  M anagers for the C om m o n s faid, tliey m eant to  have proceeded in that 

M an n er, but that the B o ok  w h ich  contained the Inftrum ent w as left by M iftake 
at the India H ou fe, and that they w ould  produce it  the firft T h in g  T o -m o rro w  
M o rn in g.

T o  prove the Situation  o f  B u lw an t Sin g in the Y e a r  1 7 6 4 ,  and that the O bje6l o f  
the then Prefident and C ou n cil was to  m ake a T re a ty , b y  w hich  B u lw ant Sing was to 
be made independent, M r . R O B E R T  H U D S O N  was again  called j and produced a 
B ook  m arked N o . 3 7 ,  and intituled, “ B e n g a l  S e l e c t  C o n s u l t . 8 D ec. 176 3 , 
to  D ec. 1 7 6 4 } ”  and the fame being delivered in , the fo llo w in g  E xtra6 l was read 
by th e C le rk , beginning at P age i n .

“  Fort William, 29th March 1764.
Kcf. r>ep. “  A t  a Confukation •, Prefcnto
Thuriuay. Xhe Honourable Henry Vanfittart Efquire, Prefident}

Commodore Tinker,
. Warren H aftifi^ Efquire,

Randolph Marriott Efquire,
John Burdett 

MefTrs. Middleton atKl L e y c e ^  mdiipofed.
Mr. Tinker The Commodorc having Ineh vequefM  to affift sit this Ccmfulta^don, now takes his Seat at
tako his Sent the Board.
fuita'tion?"' ** Tl>c Book o f  Standing O r ^ s  On the Tafeic.

Tlte Confutation o f the tnftant being wrote filiir, was now read and iqpproved.
Mnjnr Car- *< Keceivetl 4. L ctttf from M i^ r  Cam te, dued tSth ibitant, enclofiang one he hat Deceived from
j  L R lJu ’ Sb»«*t>roiy» t6 whkfe fce refers ua Morination Dowla’s {atentk>n agatnft uvttnd expreffing

hit Concern te  fttid tb al by the Advices from CakuxU o f Ihe 8th, the R«nijbrc«fnc»c under the 
Ceaiinisn^ o f  C^ipcai* Fcmble had not yet begub tibdr March, that their beiag fo Ute rrnders it next 
ta  Hn^i^ble fm; «h)em to join him in T inxv and tbat i »  muft cheldoiv fkat every Thing to Ride 
wii|  ̂ has at inweVttr ikde t» t e  dtpended on, ttfwt- ̂ h ic  has palTed i further
advifvtg tu* that he weMM fatn crbfs dK Carufflnoflfa, IM  give the S nem f a Meedog as far as 
j:»o®ble frw a the Botmdary i hut that he feaw il«  tlnqr aW Prowfi»»8, being onl^ 
fupplicd hMk JMy to «iUi irat penoi^hlst'dbihg lb , and idiaa he & ail be obliged co keeti 
clelii by «ht G « n ^  to  a Cofll^flQcfc %  Waaru, M  lls^mation th «  tte  Enemy'i
Deftgn w«s to ̂ MStwtr at ftDiftaiibe alMd t»dftnroui«'4B cut; o ff  c l« c Supplies— Tha« a
TVeaty i&f iiaa h«^ jfoiM Tttiue i*  AgkatidQ Bulwanc Sing tite
Kajahe^if Bei»«e». T ib t  ikc  Nabob ia mutf very acidiH f  f t r  it» Icing bcougitc to a CeacjuAon,

t  Sic in Qrig.
and
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I ' l o f l ^ l ,  I ' M l l  

a m '  . n t i j i  v d .

( ”  )
and propofcdto him that Evcnihg fctting his Seal thereto on the Part o f the Englifti, without which 
the Rajah will not enter into any Engafrm nu. That he fhall be very unwilling to take a Step o f
fach a Nature, without firft knowing whether it be agreeable to us; but that the prelent Exigency
will not admit the Delay o f  waiting our Anfwers. Tmifiationot

Slulabrc'v‘iJ
“  A  Tranflation of Shitabroy’s Letter to the Major being here read,
“  Ordered it be cntcied in the Books o f Country Correfpondcnce.

“  Having duly conlidered this Letter of Major Carnac’s, we arc unanimoufly o f Opinion, that as tik Mr i i 
Siiuja Dowla has now openly efpoufed the Cauli: o f Coflim Aly Cawn, anti encourages his Dclign ,i' r,!j‘ Vuii" 
of an Invafion into Bengal, we can entertain no further Thoughts of entering into a rrcaty with i!it opuiH Ji 
him. On the contrary, we think it our Duty to form againit him all the Enenue>! w<: pofTibly '
can; that the prop«fed Alliance with Bulwant Sing will therefore be a very proper Meulurc, and m .; c ., ; u-
prove as well noW, as in all 'i ’ime to come, a ftrong Barrier and Defence to the Bengal provinces,

“  Agreed therefore, that we write to Major Carnac, advifing him that wc ill*̂11 approve entirely Aml inKy'iai, 
o f his entering into the intended Treaiy in Concert with the Nabob, and of his engaging to 
protect and maintain Bulwant Sing independent, both now and hereafter.”

T o  prove the A llegation  in the C harge, th at the C o u rt o f  D ircfto rs were o f  O pinion,
*' that the R ajah Bulw ant S in g was o f  fignal Service to  the Atfairs and Interefts o f

G reat Britain * A. i i cur' ' r‘'
T h e  W itn cfs produced a Book m arked w ith  the F igu re  2, and intituled, “  Bengal par."i. " ’

D ifpatches 17th  M ay 176 6 , to 16th M arch  176 8 .” -------R ead the fo llow in g  E x tra d s
(p . 65 o f  the lame B ook) from  "  T h e  C om p an y’s L etter to the Prelident and S elcft 
Com m ittee at F o rt W illia m  in  B en gal,” dated L qp d on , 17th  M ay lytb.

Signed, at the End of the Letter,
Charles Ciiambers, Geo. Sudley,
J. Pardof, Tho. Rous,
Jof. Du Pre, John Stcphenfon,
Thomas Saunders, Charles Cutts,
George Cuming, Henry Savage,
John Harrifon, Chriftopher Baron,
J. Furling, Frederick Pigou,
John Roberts, F . W . Barrington,
Peter Du Cane fen. Edward Wheler,
George Wombwell, L u k e  Scrafton,
Robert Jones, E . H. Cruttenden,

Par. 6. « From the Sentiments wc exprefled irt every one o f our late Letters, you will eafily r<, Mcrciit7
judge the great I'lealure it gave us to fee the W ar with Souja DoVvla ended fo conformable to " '‘■''•‘“J-
our Wiflies. W c always efteemed the Power o f that Soubah the ftrongell Barrier we could have 
againft the Invafions o f the Northern Powers and o f  the Morattas, which have fo long laid defolate 
the Northern Provinces; and had the impolitick, injudicious Views o f our late Governor and Council 
been followed, and the King or Nudjief Cawn been left in Poffefllon of Souja Dowla’s Country, 
we arc convinced they would not have had Weight and Abilities to have fupported thetnrelvcs; 
and we muft either have had their Wars to maintain at that immenlc Diftance, or they wduld 
have been drove back on us, and brought the W ar down to our own Frontiers, or even into 
our own Provinces. Nothing could fo efft£tu4lly rtftorc that Country to it* former State, as 
putting its natural Princc in the full Pollcffion o f  his Dominions; and wc are equally plealed
to fee the Care that has been taken o f all thofe who Ihewed their Attachment to us in the Courli;
of the W a r; Buiwamfing's joining us at the T im e he did was o f fignal Scrvicc, and the Stipu­
lation in his Favour was what he was juftly etttitled to.

Par< 7, “  Equally politick and prudent arc the ConccffiOns in favour o f the Kirig, whoft; luterefl; 
was beft confidered by the reftoring Souja Dowla to his Country, the only Soubah in Indolian who 
is ever likely to lupport him in his Pretenfiorjs to tlic Empire. The Revenue agreed to bfc 
paid him muft be, in the Eyes o f  the Indiftii Powers* s  Mark o f our Refpcft to the Royal Blood, 
and an Acknowledgement o f  bis Right. W e approve alfo the being Guarantee for Nudjief 
Cawn; and Hnally we hope the Moderation and the Attention paid to all tfaoie who have elpoufed 
our Intereft in this War, will reftore our R^ucAUon in Itjdcrftan, and that the Indian Powers wiU 
be convinced no Breach o f  Treaty will ever have our Sandion.’*

T h e n  th e W itn efs produced a T re a ty  between th e N ab ob  Shujah u l D o w la h , the 
N a b o b  N utljnm  u l D o w lah , «nd the E ngU fli (^om pahy, cxecutetl a t  lllahabad tho i6 t h  
o f  A u g u ft  1 7 6 5 )  and the fame being ^ V e r e d  in  ̂ w as read by the C lerk , and is as 
f d lo w s ;

2
*» Whereas
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*‘ Whereas the Right Honourahle Robert 
Lord Clive, Uaron Clive ot Plaflcy, Knight 
Companion of the moll Honourable Order ot the 
Bath, Major General and Commander inCliici'ol 
tiic Forces, Prefident of the Council, and Cio- 
vcmor of Fort William, and of' ail the Setile- 
ments btlongins  ̂ to the United Corupaiiy !;f 
TVlcrchants of England trading to the Fa(t in­
dies, in the Provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and 
Oriffa, and John Carnac Eiqiiire, JJrigaiHtr C’ C- 
nerali Colonel in the Service of tlie laid Com­
pany, and Commanding Officer oi their J 'crces 
upon the Bengal Kftahliflinient, arc invclled 
with full and ample Powers, on tiic Behalf'of 
his ExccIlency the Nabob Nudjum ul iJowla, 
Subadar of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriffa, and 
likewifc on the Behalf of the United Comi)any 
o f  Merchants of j'ingland trailing to the J ail 
Indies, to negociate, Ictile, and finally to con­
clude a firm and lading Peace with his High- 
nefs the Nabob Shuja ul Dowla, Vizier of 
the E'-mpirc: Be it known to all thofc to whom 
it may or lhall in atiy Manner belong, tljat the 
iibovenamed Plenipotentiaries have agreed upon 
the following Articles with his Highntrls.

I.
A perpetual and \iniverfal Peacc, finccre 

Fricndlhip, and firm Union, fliall be cftablifhed 
between his Highnefs Shuja ul Dowla and his 
Heirs on the One Part, and his Excellency 
Nudjum ul Dowla, and the Engliih Eaft India 
Company, on the other •, fo that the faid con- 
tra<5ting Powers fliall give the greatcfl Attention 
to maintain between thcmfelves, their Dominions, 
and their Subjedls, this reciprocal Friendfhip, 
without permitting on cither Side any Kind of 
Hoftiiities to be committed from henceforth for 
any Caufe, or under any Pretence whatfocver j 
and every Thing fhall be carefully avoided which 
might liereafter prejudice the Union now hap­
pily cftablilhed.

II.
In cafc the Dominions o f his Highnefs Shujah 

ul Dowla lhall at any Tim e hereafter be attack­
ed, his Excellcncy Nudjum ul Dowla and the 
Engliih Company lhall affift him with a Part or 
the Whole of their Forces, according to the Exi­
gency of his Affairs, aftd fo far as may be con- 
iiftent with their own Security : And if the Do- 
iminiuns o f his Excellency Nudjum ul Dowia, 
or the Engliih Company, ihould be attacked, his 
Highnefs imall in like Manner aflift them with a 
Part dr the Whole o f his Forces: In the Cafc of 
the Boglilh Company’s Forces being em p ^ ed  
in his Highncfs’s Service, the extraorelinary 
il^pence o f  the fame is to be defrayed by him.

III.
His Highufft folcmnly e n g a ^  never to en­

tertain or r ^ iV e  Cofllna A ly  Cawn, the late 
Subadar o f  Set. Sutnfaroo, the AiTadin
o f the EngU&y fibft an)r o f  the £Ur<>pean De> 
&rteriK within hi« jDonnnions. nor to give the

ka ft}

Aalum.

[On this Side; is the Pcifian].
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lead Countenance, Support, or Protcftion to 
them : He likewifc folcmnly engages to deliver 
up to the Englilh whatever Europeans may in 
fucurc dcfert from them into his Country.

IV.
The Kin^ Shah A alum fhall remain in full 

Poflefllon ot Cora, and 1‘uch Part o f the Pro­
vince o f Illahabad as he nowpoflefles, which are 
ceded to his Majefly, as a royal Demefne, for 
the Support of his Dignity and Expenccs.

V-
[H is  Highnefs Shujah ul Dowla engages in 

the molt foldnn Manner, to continue Bulwund 
Sing in the Zemindarries o f Benares, Gazypore, 
and all thole Diftrifts he poflelTcd at the Time he 
came over to the late Nabob Jaffier A ly  Cawn 
and the Englifh, on Condition of his paying the 
fltme Revenue as heretofore.]

VI.
In confideration o f the great Expence in­

curred by the Englilh Company carrying on the 
late War, his Highnefs agrees to pay them 
Fifty Lacks o f Rupees, in the following Man­
ner i viz. Twelvc Lacks in Money, and a 
Depofit o f Jewels to the Amount o f Eight 
Lacks, Upon the figning ol this Treaty; Five 
Lacks One Month after; and the remaining 
Twenty-five Lacks by monthly Payments; lo 
as that the Whole may be difcharged in Thir­
teen Months from the Date hereof.

VII.
It being firmly refolved to reftore to hiii High- 

nefs the Country of Benares, and the other Dif- 
trifts now rented by Bulwund Sing, notwith- 
ftanding the Grant of the lame from the King 
to the Englifh Company, it is therefore agreed, 
that they fliall be ceded to his Highnefs in the 
Manner following, viz. They IhSl remain in 
the Hands of the Englilh Company, with their 
Revenues, till the Expiration of the Agreement 
between Bulwund Sing and the Company, being 
on the 27th of November next ■, after which his 
Highnefs ftiall enter into Poffeflion, the Fort of 
Chunar excepted, which is not to be evacuated 
until the Sixth Article of this Treaty be fully 
complied with.

VIII.
His Highnefs fliall allow the Englilh Com- 

pany to carry on a Trade, Duty-free, through­
out the Whole o f his Dominions.

IX .
A ll the Relations and Sobjeda o f  his High­

nefs, who in any Maimer afflftcd the Englilh 
during the Courfe of the late War, fhall be for­
given, and no ways moJefted for the fame.

X .
A i  ibon as this Treaty is executed, die Eng­

lilh Forces Ihali be withdrawn from the Domi­
nions

It may be proper to obfervc terc, that where any Paragraph or Extra£)( in a Confultation, Mitiutej 
Letter, or other Document produced, is marked with this Bracket [, and a Hand pointing to it, it U to c^oto 

fudt P ^ m n h  or Extrad: wai the parttcuUr only Matter rofarred to by MirwMrt for tlw Houfe 
of CommMf In luch Confultatioir, Minute, Letter, or other Document: And wnere thii Bracket 1 appear* 
either in the Middle or Bad of a Paragraph or Extra^ it !t to danote that the Matter fo parttculady rc£ined to 

tbc Managcn for the Commons leaves off there.
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riions of his Higlmefs, excepting fuch as may 
tc  nccdfary for the Garriion of Chimar, or for 
the Defence and l-*roteftion of the King, in the 
City of IllahabacI, if his Majcfty fhould require 
a Forcc for that Purpofc.

XI.
ll is  Higlinef'. the Nabob Shujah ul Dowla, 

his ExcelIcncy the Nabob Nutljum ul Dowlah, 
and the Kiigiirti Company, promifc to obferve 
finccrely and Itridtly all the Articles contained 
and Ittdcd in the prefcnt Treaty, and they will 
not fiinVr the fame to he infringed, diredUy or 
iiidircL^Uy, by the ir rcfpedive Siibjedts-, and the 
faid contracting Powers generally and recipro­
cally f'uariintec to cach other all the Siipulations 
o f tlic prellnt rrcaty,

Clive

John Carnac

Signed, fealcd, and folemnly fworn to, accord­
ing to their relpcctive Faiths, by the contrading 
Parties, at Iltahabad, this i6th Day o f Auguft, 
in the Year of our Lord 1765, in the Prefcnce 
o f us,

Edoiund Malkclync.
Arclubald Swinton.
George Vanfutart.

Shujah ul Dowlifi Seal aflid Ratific^  ̂
tidti.

Mirza ColTttn Khihk 
Rajah Shitabroy, 
Mccr Mus(hAl«.

T h e  C ounfcl for the D efendant obferved, tliat in t\\t F ifth  A rtic le  o f  the T rea ty  ju/l 
read, the W ord “  Revenue”  was ufed ; and defired to draw  the A tten tion  o f  the H oufe 
to  the W o rd  "  M algu zary ," w h ich  w ould afterwards occur in tKe Sunnuds granted to 
the Rajah Bulw ant Sing, and w hich was there uted as deicriptive o f  the particular Sort 
o f  Rcv<;nue paid by the laid R ajah to  Shu]all u l D o w lah . T h a t  the O rig in al was in the 
Perfian on one Side o f  the Inftrum ent, ana the T ran flation  on  the other.

T h e  M anagei s for the Com m ons Hated, that th e  F ifth  A i t ic k  Which had bieert rtsd  
from  the E n glilh , was j i o t  read as a T ra n flitto ii. T h a t  th€ T re a ty  was Wfittfcn both  
in EngliH i and in P crfia n ; that both P a its  w ere O rlgiiia ls, both execated at the 
T im e , and they chofc to read the E n g lilh  bfigihzU ,

T h e n  M r. J O F IN  B E N S O N  w as called in , and being fw orn, w as dcfired to  p ro­
duce the original Petition o f  W arren  Hafbings E iquire, prefertted to  the H oufe o f  
C om m ons oti the 26th A p ril 17 8 6 }  and the fame beiilg delivereil in* wHs rfcad by 
the Clerk> as follow s.

“ T o  the Honourable the Commons o f Great Britsin in Parliament alicmblcd.

“  The humble Petition o f Warrefl iSoVefhor General tjf Bengal,
“  Shcwetli,

“  That your Petitioner obferves, by the Ve t̂es o f  this Honourable Houfe o f the 4th and 
i lth  D«ys o f this inftant April, that ‘  M r. Bbrke, ih his Plate, has charged ybilf P«titi<>ncr
* with fundry high Crimes au)d Mifdemeanours to Ifortouirtble Houfe r  w ht^ Attitles are 
‘ referred to tiie ConlkJeraiian o f  a Comrotttee Wkolc Houft*’

Your thtrtcfott, hutttWV thiil Hoftoojv
able rtoufe,^that he may be b^rd, in his Defence, to 
the fai|] and that allowed a 0>py
o f  the îiwiiljlf ':,

** And y«wr Petitioflor, i i i  in Duty bound, <ball ever pray.

W A l l l l E N  H A S T I N G S . "

f h a  t h e , . . i lo u ie  t> « ap ia ii8  o f  the l i  
Wfts fta ^  dherdroffL



“  Mtrm 'ti, t)ic yiprilist Amo 26" Ceor̂ ii III. RcgiSt iy%6.

“  And a Motion being made, and the Qtwftion being propofcd. That the laid Warren Hafling?v 
Elquire be permitted to be heard on the Matter of tlw; faid Charges, anU that he be allowed a 
Copy of the fame ;

“  T b e  Ho«rfe was niovtc!., That iItc federal Entrks» in the Jotirnal of the Houfr, o f the 
20th, 25th, and 26th Days ol November 1680, of the Proceedings of the Houfc on the Articles 
o f Impeachment of llig h  Crimes, Mifdcmcanors, and Oftcnces, delivered in againfi Edward 
Seymour Elquire, rniglu bt read.

“  And the fame being read accordingly >
“  Ordered,

That th« faid Warren 1 ladings Efquire be permitted to be heard on the Matter of the faid 
Charges, and ih«t he be allowed a Copy o f the laf îe.”

«

T h e n  the fo llow in g E ntry from  the lame Jo u rtn l was read.

“  LuHie, r  Die Maij, Amo 16" Geor̂ H III. Regiŝ  1786.

"  The other Order of the Day being read ;
“  Warren Haftings Elt;juire, Jatt: fJovernor General o f Bengal, w.)S railed in to the Bar, and,

in Part, heard on the Matter of the fcveral Charges o f High Crimes and Mifdemcanors prelentcd
againfl himi

“  And then he was dircflcd to withclniw."

T h e n  the fo llo w in g  E n try  from  the lame Journal was read.

“  MartiSy 2" Die Maij, Ar.no 26” Cjeorgii III. Regii  ̂ 3786.
“  Ordered,

“  That the Order of the Day, for the further Hearing of W’ ârren Haftings Efqulrc, late Go­
vernor General of Bengal, on the Mutter of the feveriU Charges of High Crime* and Mifdc-
incanors prcfented againft him, be now read.

And tne faid Order being read accordingly i
“  Th« laid WafttSn HalUtig* Efquire was called in to the Bar, and further heard on the Matter 

o f  the faid Charges; and having rcqucfted that he ftiight have Permilfion to deliver in the 
Minuten, from which he read what he had now offered to the Iloufe.

“  This faid Warren HalUngs Eltjuirc was directed to witbdraw. ,
“  kclolvcd,
“  That the faid Warren Ha flings Efquirt be at Liberty, according to his Reqneft, to dcHvtrf 

in the Minutes from which he read what he has now offered to the Houl'c upon the Matter of the 
(aid fcveral C'harees of High Crimes and Mitdemeanors prefcntetl againft him.

The faid Warren Haftings Efquire wis again called in to the iJar > and Mr, Speaker ac­
quainted him with the faid Rcfolution.

Then the laid Warren Baitings Efquire having delivered in the faid Minutes, the fame 
were brought up to the CJcrk’s Table.

“  Artd then he was again direded to withdraw.”

T h e n  the W itnefs produced the original Petition o f  W arren H aftings F fquirr, prc-
^ t e d  to the H ou le  o f  C om m ons &th M ay  178 6 } and the lame was read, and is as
fo llo w s !

** T o  the Honourable the Commons of Great Britain in Parliament aflembled.

** The humble Petition o f Warren H aftings late Governor General o f Bengal,
“  Sheweth,

“  That your Petitioner obferves, by the Vote* of tiiis Honourable Hoofe, that on the 5th 
o f  thi« ihilant May* Mr* Burke, in hi* Place, tklivcned in an Artide o f Charge of Higfi 
Crimes and Mililcmcaoorsi againll your Petitioner.

« Ifiaur Petitioner humbly prays this Honourable Houfe, 
tjbac he may be furnilhed with a Copy o f the (aid 

\Charge, and that he may be permitted to be heard on 
1̂  Matter o f  the faid Charge, in furh Manner as this 
Honourable Houfe (hall be pleafed to direft.

W A R R E N  H A S T I N G S . * ’

T h e n  the follow ing. Order made by the H oufe o f  C om m ons thereupon w as read 
from  t i l t  jo u rn a l.
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“  I.ftKrf’, 8° Die Maijy Anno 26° Gcorgii III. Regis, lj^6.
"  Ordered,

« “  That the faid Warren Hallings, Efquirc, be permitted to be heard on the Matter o f  the faid 
Charge, and that he be allowed a Copy of the fame.

“  Ordered,
“  That the faid Warren Haftings, Efquire, be heard at the Bar of this Houfe upon Wcdneiyay 

Morning next on the Matter o f the faid Charge.”

T h e n  the fo llow in g E xtra£ l from  the fame Journal was read.

“  Mercurij, 10" Die MaiJ, Anno 26" Geergii III. Regis, 1786.
“  Ordered,
“  '1 hat the Order o f the Day for the hearing of Warren Haftings, Efcjuire, late Governor Ge­

neral of Bengal, on the Matter o f the Charge of high Crimes and Mifdemeanors^rcfented againft 
him upon Friday laft, be now read.

“  And the faid Order being read accordingly ;
“  The faid Warren Haftings, Efquire, was called in to the Bar, and heard on the Matter o f 

the faid Charge ; and having requefted that he might have Permifllon to deliver in the Minutes, 
from wliich he read what he had now offered to the Houfe j

“  The liiid Warren Haftings Efquirc, was diredted to withdraw.
“  Refolved,
“  'i hat the faid Warren Haftings, Efquirc, be at Liberty, according to his Requeft, to deliver 

in the Minntcs, from which he read what he has now offered to the Houfe upon the Matter of the 
faid Cliarge o f High Crimes and Mifdemeanors prefented againft him.

“  The faid Warren Haftings, Efquire, was again called in to the B ar; and Mr. Speaker ac­
quainted him with the faid Relolution.

“  Tiien the faid Warren Haftings, Efquire, having delivered in the faid Minutes, the fame 
were brought up to the Clerk’s Table.

“  And then he waa again direfted to withdraw.”

T h e n  tlie M anagers for the C om m ons defired that the IntrodiwSHon, and fo m u ch  
o f  the M inutes delivered by W a rren  H aftin gs E fquire, to  the H o u fe  o f  C om m ons 
on the 2d M ay 1786, m ight be read from  the faid Journal.

T h e  fanhe wras objefted to by the C ou n fcl for the D efendant, ftatin g, th at, in  P oin t
o f  F orm , the original M inutes delivered b y  the faid W arren H aftin|;s, and figned 
by, him , and not the faid Journal, w hich  is on ly  a C o p y  o f  the lam e, m ight be 
produced.

T h e  M anagers for the C om m ons anfwered. T h a t  tlie M in utes being a Px<x:eeding 
in their H ou fe, and a .D eclaration  o f  the & id  W a rre n  H aftihgs in the fam e, they 
confidercd their Journal as the beft E vidence thereof.

T h e  C ounfel for the D efendant replied, T h a t  they conceived the Journals w ere n ot 
in  this Cafe the bcft Evidence that the N a tu re  o f  the T h in g  ad m ittm  o f j  i t  being in  
P r o o f from  the Journal itfelf, that the original M in utes wens delivereti in  by the 
D efendant in  his ow n H and W ritin g , and that it never w as held in  a  C rim in al Cafe 
that a P arty (hall be bound by E ntries in the Journals o f  the H ou fe  o f  C o m ­
m ons.

T o  w hich the M anagers for the C om m ons faid, T h a t  th inking it  their D u ty  to 
fpcnd as little  T im e  as poffible, they had no O b je flio n  to  produce the original 
Paper.

W h e reu p o n  M r. B E N S O N  w as again called in j and w as afked,

Q i  W hat paper is that you have in your Hand ?
A . The original MinOtet delivered by Mr. Haftmgs at the Bar o f the Houfe o f Coj î^nooa in

the Year 1786.

T h e  M anagers for the C om m ons dcfired the Paper m ight be delivered in , t o d  that 
fb m u ch  o f  it as relates t o  the Charg[e o f  Benares m ight be read.

Q i the Counfcl.) W ho has had the Cuftody o f  thofi: Papen fioce the Tinw you fvrr 
them put in and delivered at the Bar o f the Houfe o f  <^mmons ?

A . They have been officially in my Cuftody as Clerk o f  the Papers* ««eqpt when they weot to
the Pre&.

Q i How loiw were they out o f  your Cuftody ?
A . Four or Five Days.

Q i (from a Lord*) Have you any Itoobt of their being ?
A . Ndt in the Icaft.
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(from the Counfel.) I underftood the Witnefs to fay, he faw them delivered in. He was 
afikcd. Whether he f<iw them delivered in, and I underftood him to lay fo.— H e now fays, fte 
did not (ce them delivered in ?

A . I did not, 1 believe.

(from a Lord.) A rc tht*y figncd ?
A . No, tliey arc not.

(Irom the Managers.) The Managers for the Commons wifh the Witnefs to be aiked. 
Whether Mr. Hiiftings himteU" was ever in tlie Witncl's’s Oliice ?

A , Me was,

Q̂ . Did he look at thofc Minutes in your OfTice ?
A . H e did a f  Part of tliem, I believe.

tX Did he lay any ’fhiiijT upon the Subj^ft of them ?
A . He, or tome other Pciloii for hiiii at the Tim e, gave Diredions, before they went to Prefs, 

in what Manner tlie Printer fliould print them.

W  as that Perfon, who gave the Diiciflions, prefcnt witli him at the Time ?
A . Yes.

Q . I'hen the Managers for the Commons wiih to know. W ho that Perfon was that camc 
with him ?

A . I don’t cxadlly recolleft who he wus} I believe there might be more ihan One Perfon with 
him.

(from a Lord.) They were in his Prefence when he gave that Dircftion
A . Yes.

T h e  M anagers for the C om m ons faid they w ould leave it th e r e ; and defired, F irft, 
that tlie  In tro d u ftio n  to  the fakl M h iu tes, and then as m uch o f  the M atter as relates 
to  the C h arge  o f  Benares, m ight bq read. 

T h e  fame were read by the C lerk , as follovirs:

** IntroduSlory Defence.

“  Before I enter upon my General Defencc, I humbly folicit the Tndulgenqe o f this 
Honourable Houfc, to be pcniiitted to preface it with a few neccflary Obfcrvations relative 
to the Circumllanccs which, have proga'fTivcly confpircd to make me an Objc(':i: o f  tlic prefent En­
quiry. In the Firll Piace, I beg Leave to remark, that 1 am here by wo Obtrufion o f my own. I 
have tpo humble a Scnlc of my own Conlequence, to confidcr citlicr my Rt-pucation, Honour, 
Fortune, or Life, or all thefe Intcrelis collectively, as having any Claim to t ic linalleft Portion 
o f the valuable Tim e of this Houfc, on any (ground, however ju fl in itfelf, which has thcfc only 
for its Object. I have been brought before tiie Notice o f this Honourable Houfc by the A<5U o f 
others, independant of my W ill or Dtfirc j and all the Participation which 1 have in it, is jn the Re- 
quelt made by a Member of this Houfc on my Behalf, and at my Suggeftion, that fince it was 
determined that my Conduit was to be arraigned before this Honourable Houfe, my Arraignment 
might be Ipecdy, and that I might have the Time and Means alTorded me to provide the Materials 
for"inv Defence : For after b.iving been, during a Courfe of Five Years, the continued Subject of 
the fame Criiuinations, and from the fame Quarter, with the Name of the Almighty folemnly 
invoked to atteft the Pledge given to this Houfe that the moft undoubted Proofs fliould be pro­
duced to authenticate them— I allude, Mr, Speaker, to no Declarations made in this Houfc, but 
TO Publjcatiions out o f  it— I may furely be allowed, even witli a Conldoufnefs o f the piireft In­
tegrity, to wifli for a fpcedy Accomplifliment o f a Menace thus made, and for fuch profe/fed 
Purpofes i and that it might not hang the Denunciations o f Parliamentary Vengeance over my 
Head for ever.

“  O f the Firfl: EiTcSls of this Injury I have a Right to complain j for in thefe the Injury affeded 
the Public alone, through their Intcrefts committed to my Charge. During a long and defperate 
Struggle, with an Accumulation of DlfficviUics, and a Hoft of natural Enemies combined againlt 
our National Poflcflions in lodia, when I required all the Support and Confidence of my Superiors 
in the Parent State to give Effeft to my Exertions, all my Adions were reprobated at Home, and 

N«a:ie linked to the fouletl Inveftivc, even in Places o f  the higheft Authority •, and every Dif- 
patch from England brought Orders oppofing my Meafurcs in their Courfe, and the Sentences o f  
niy Dilgracc and Diftniffion, Yet thclc caufetl no'Alteration in my Cooduft, or Relaxation o f my 
iZeal fbr a Service in which my Labours had met fo ill a Requital, except from my refpedUblc 
Conftituents, in who^ Applaufe alone I receive a Confolation under all my Difcouragcments. I 
fte4dily.pw&ed that Line whi my Senfe pf Duty had prefcribed ; and fometimes avaUina; myfelf 
o f the traijfitory Momertts o f Power which the Hand o f God afforded me, at others ofing the 
J ic i^ n c c  which the Influence o f  Pofieffion or Opinion enabled me to make, or the Caution o f

Oppofition
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Oppofiiion permitted \ or endeavouring to temper its Violence by qualified Submifllon, where the 
tVKiDs o f Refiftancc failed me v never poflcfling the Allowance of Authority, but always charged 
with Rerponfibility i I perfifted in the Formation and Prolecution of every Meafure, which the 
Emcrgcncy of the Service rendered neceflary in my Judgment, and had i.he confdous Triumph of 
feeing ihciH all invariably terminate in their defigned O bjefts: Nor did I rcfign my Charge, until 
I had fulfilled every Duty which required my Continuation in it j and I refigncd it in a State o f 
eflablifhed IVacc and Security, with all the Sources o f its Abundance unimpaired, and even im­
proved, notwithftanding the vafl Drains which were made o f its Treafures, and the multiplied 
Diverfions o f its Strength, in the Support o f the dependant and remote FonelTions o f  the Com­
pany, and in the Maintenance o f their Wars, and o f Wars in which the Company were in­
volved by the Policy o f Great Britain. I parted from the Scene of my public L ife with the 
cxprefled Regrets of my Fellow Servants and Countrymen} which were followed by a like 
Declaration from all the Officers o f the Army who had ferved during my Adminiftration j and 
on my Return to my own Country, I was received by the Court of Dintdtors, my imme­
diate Matters, with their Thanks j and I gratefully remember the Chairman’s emphatical Paufe 
on the Epithet which was joined to them, their Unanimus thanks, for my Services ; with a 
IvJotification o f thofe which had been fome Tim e before bellowed on me by the Votes o f  
the Proprietors, my honoured Employers, which were not the lefs acceptable for their Confift- 
ency with the uniform Tenor o f their Sentiments and Condudt relpeftinc me through the whole 
Courfe o f  my Adminiftration, I f  this Honourable Houfe is defirous o f knowing in what Efti* 
mation 1 ftood with the Princes and Rulers of India, and with the Subje^s o f our own Dominion, 
the Opinions ojF may hr eallJy obcained, by Enquiry of the Witnefles whom my Profecutor
has calted it) eftablifli his Charges againft me: And I will anticjrate their Evidencr_It will ftate,
that my Political Conduft was invariably regulated by Truth, Juftice, and good Faith; that all 
Perfuafions o f  Men were imprefled with a fuperftitious Belief that a fortunate Influence diro£led all 
my Aftions to their deftined Ends •, and that my Departure was fcarcely lefs regretted by the In­
habitants of the Provinces of my late Dependency, than it was by my own Countrymen. I believe 
this Honourable Houfe is in Poffeflion o f One Tcftimony o f the former, in the Letters which 
Mahdajec Sindia wrote to His Moft Gracious Majefty, and to the Company. Thefe were written 
many Months after my Departure, and contain much more o f my Praifc than his own Wants or 
Requifitions, unlefs the former is inferted as an Implication o f his Defirc that others may be in- 
ftrufted to govern thcmfelves by my Exam ple:— And who will queftion fuch an Authority ?

With wch Teftimonies in my Favour, and with the internal Applaufe o f my own Mind fuper- 
feding all Evidence, what was my Surprijtc to find, on my Arrival in England, that my C h ara^ r 
ftili continued to affailed with the bittereft Calumnies and Invedbives, and a formal Notice 
given before the Clofe of the laft Seflion o f  Parliament to this Honourable Houfe, that 1 fhould 
be arraigned as a Criminal befoj« it on the Opening o f  the prefent ?

I am fince told that no fuch Intention exifted \ and that my own Intemperance, and the Zeal o f  
my Friends, ĥ  ̂ forced my*Accufer to verify his own Declaration.

“  I have no Riglit to credit fuch an Aflertion, nor will I believe, new and unpraAifed as I am in 
the Modes o f Life in which I am now become a Participator (and 1 have learnt by it to know mote 
Things than were dreamt o f in my Philofophy) that fo darling an Impofnion could be either prac- 
tlfed upon this high and dtgnifM  Aflembly, or permitted by it. Though I might have thought 
myfelf enttded by my Services to a different Reception, and my Body and Mind, worn down by the 
Labours oC Thirty-fiye Years, to an Interval o f Repoie % 'and though I might erroneouDy ima^ne 
that no Potier upon Earth had a Right to impeach me for the Exercife o f a Trufl; which thofe for 
whom I held it had repeatedly declared, and in the moft authentic Terms, that I had difcharged to 
tteir BeneBt and entire Satisfadiion % yet I was glad to fee fotne fubftantial Ground on which 1 could 
build my Hopes o f a fpeedy Trial and definite Tetminstion. There too my Expeftation failed 
me. T he FrolixutiOn began, not os is the univerfal Pradice o f every Syftem of̂  Jurifprudence 
«{Ublifhed either in this or any other civilized Nation, by theIntrodudion o f  fpecific Chames, and 
the EMtnination o f Witheflfcs to prove them ; For tl^ latter indeed there was Itttle Need, «nce my 
Accufer had long before aflfettcd, that he was in the ft&ual Polfefllon o f  Proofs, and o f fuch Proofa 
as were to HU the Breafts o f this Honourable Aflembly with Horror. W hy therefore aggravate them 
with new Proofs ? But WitnefTes were ordered to attend, and Rheams o f  Official Docucnenis demanded, 
p ro c e e d , and printed i Addidons were daily mide to thefe during the Courfe o f  Weeks \ and
the Eyeit o f the W orld were fixed upon me as a ^fan b la ck ei^  by the Impuoition M  fome un­
known Guihv which was the blacker fat in  Conoeaioitine. N o G ro u p s were alledp^ for the 
Accum ii^i^^ o f fuch a Mafs o f  Evklence againft me »vito fpecific O b ji^ i to  which it was to be 
appli^  } Ivor was it known to this HonouraUe Houfe, ^ h a p t  not evttin m that Member o f  the 
Houfe who had i^ uired  thefe Materials, what the Cbaiiies were to which he was to eftaUilh 
by th em ;'''

** At length l  liom} that a CNiy was fixed fbrthe PM u^ ion o f the^̂ 0 Imt hem too I ex­
perienced a ftelh Cittfe o f  Difap^tmineiit and Mordflcaiion. Threie weie afligo^ ibr tte  
Term of their Appearikttce} and When that Term expired, thi» HoooanAi^ Houfe knows (for 1 nttw 
hô  perhaps afSrm wh«t! have heard) wiiethef ev«n then aî y o f the were
whether, when they wbft pitfentcd,
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« In all this lortg 'and painful Interval I myfcif, though the Objc<5l  o f the Enquiry, remained in 
total Inadion, a mere Spcftator o f the palling Scene; fo r i  knew not, nor could I know, wh%t 
Dctence to prepare, not knowing what Charges were to require my Defence. And when they 
were produced, I was told that 1 could not be admitted to my Defence, becaule, by the Rules of 
the Houfe, I could not know the Charges exhibited againft me, nor that any had been exhibited j 
nor indeed were all exhibited at the fame Time, but followed tardily, and the Three laft ( if  in­
deed thcfe are the laft) not till laftWednefday. But though it might be informal in me to Know 
the Charges, the .Public !»rc certainly in PoifelTion o f all but the Three laft, for they have been 
printed and publicly fold, and Purchafers invited, by an Advcnill-ment made in all the public 
Papers, which ftated them “  Articles o f Charge o f  High Crimes and Mifdemeanors”  againft me 
by Name, and the Name of my Acculer infcrted by a Conftruition marking him not as the Prc- 
Icnccr o f the Charge, but as thePublifher o f it. How much my Reputation muft have fuffered in 
the Opinion i)f  all Mankind from this Publicatwn 4 how feverely my FecUnp,* muft have been 
wounded by fo unfair and iniquitous an Appeal to their Judgment, while the Ciiarge itfclf, loaded 
as it was with Crimination againft me, yet waited its flow Term of Maturity for the Examination 
ol' it before its allotted Judges, I leave to the Decifion o f every Member of this Honourable Houfe, 
who will bring the Queftion h ^ e  to his own Judgment and his own Pallions, by fuppofing that 
Cafe to be his own which I have defcribed as mine.

“  Nor is this the only Injury o f the Kind that 1 have fuffered. Every Daily Paper has ta*med with 
Refledlions upon nie i and Pamphlets, filled with the moft fcandalous and libellous Abufe, have 
been written on various Subje<fls of the Charge, to influerice the Prgudioes o f  the Public againft 
me i and it has been boafted that they h«ve produced the EHeA.

“  PrelTed by *lie Lw*d «t Slander thus heaped upon me, 1 refolved to try the only Refource which 
afforded me a Chance of Redrefs; and in Oppofition to many and weighty Difcouragements, I 
threw myfclf upon the Jaftice o f  this Honourable Houfe, and petitioned to be allowed to 
make my Defence in Perfon, and I fucceeded. Whether I owe this Indulgence to your Goodneii, 
or your Juftice, 1 accept it with equal Gratitude.

“  O f  the Difcouragi^ents to which 1 allude, I (hall mention but Tw o Points; and thefe it is 
incumbent on me to mention, becaufe they relate to Effects which the Juftice of this Honourable 
Houfe may, and 1 truft will, avert. The Firft is an 0 ^e£tion to my being at all Perfonally 
committed in my Defence, iince in fo wide a Field of DilculTion it would be impoflibie not to 
admit fonne Things of which an Advantage might be taken to turn them into Evidence againft; 
m yfelf: Whereas another might as well ufe as I could, or better, the fame Materials o f my 
Defence, without iovolving me in the fame Confequences. But I am fure that this Honourable 
Houie will yield me its Protedlion againft the Cavils o f unwarranted Inference •, and i f  the Truth 
can tend to conviA me, I am content to be the Channel to convey it.

« The other Objeftion lay in ray own Breaft. It was not till Monday laft that ! formed the Refo-' 
lution; and I knew not then whether I might not in Confequence be laid under the Obligation o f 
preparing and completing in Five Days, and in EfFedtfo it has proved,* the Refutation o f Charges 
which it has been the Labour o f  my Accufer, armed with all the Powers of Parliament, and at 
Gne Time greater, to compile during as many Years o f almoft undifturbed Leifure. But I knew 
myfelf equal to the Underttkingj and I now only revert »  my Difficulties, that the Confideration 
o f them may befpeak the candid Allowance o f  thi« H o n o u r^ e  Houfe for any Inaccuracies, or 
for any Thing defi;^ve which may appear in my Defence i but I claim no other Indulgence on 
this Account.

“  It might perhaps be expe£ted, that I (hould objeft to the Conftru&ion o f the Articles o f  whkh 
the Charge is compofed •, for, in Truth, they are not Charges, but Hiftories and Comments. But 
they are yet more ; they are nutde up o f mutilated Quotations -, o f Fads which have no mutual 
Relation, but arc forced by falfe ArranMment into Connedionj o f Principles o f  pernicious 
Policy and falfe Morality  ̂ AlTeruons o f  Uoilc without Proof, or the Attempt to prove themi 
Interpretations o f  fecret Motive* and Defiant which paflfed within my own Brealt, and which 
none but myfidf couM koow i A^3tions o f  otitera imputed to roe, in which 1 had no Concern, or 
which pdTed in OpGofiticm to me i and Epitheta and Inveftives affixed to A fts afcribed to me, 
equally to thofe ^ i c h  iti the C o n ftn i^ a  are bad, as to thofe which are indifterent, or even 
meritorious.

<< Thefe are Artifices W w liich  the wary Judgment might be furprized, that had nothing 
befbte it to  repel their but the Touch <» Truth diiappcar, and leave, not
merely the €onvidion o f thdv own FaUaiCf* but A e  ftrong internal Prefumption that the Charges 
themfelves were £cNrmed otidw the o f Foundation i and as far as my
FeeUngs m  It Man wiU alkiw n^ to o(Hilt4cr them in thit Tendency only, I am glad that they 
wear the F«»m which they do

** With refpeA to the ̂ neral Sutneft o f the Charge, I muft beg Leave to obi^ve to this Honour- 
aAtfe -Htmfbi, th«t it M ^ n  oocnpol^  ̂1̂ ^  Ubotwc^ Scrutiny of my .whole Official Life, during 
tim^'maa0 ma;jKtd^m  comprehending perhaps a greater
Vaileiijtf^liit^^ than havelaUeo cp the X^x of tm  Man now living: Evenu not brought
to tlKjfiii|]|c the ^ bjed a o f  minute Record,}~Meafures
propoied, with all their Motives and difiwAly laid down in Writing, with their Effefts dif-
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played by Letters and Ofilcial Reports through every Proccfs o f their Operation j— oppofcd by 
t^cry Objfdion, and tiioic too written, that the judgment Qr Ingenuity of my Colleagues in 
O/Ticr, amorif’ whom I hud always Opponents, could deviic;— at Times weakened, atotheisfuf- 
pendtd, and Hgain relumttl with tlinr {{ft'ccl eni’rcblcd ■, but my own Rcfponfibility (till attending 
their Ifl'ue. Yet hII my Actions have undergone, and even during the aiftual Progrefs of them, 
tliey underwent, iuch a Scveiiiy of Invcftigation, as could fuit only a Mind polTefring in itfelf an 
ablbiute Hxi irijjci . n trom Error. In the preient Occafion, I am put to a harder Tefl: •, for not my 
Attions .il' tnc, but tny Words, and even my imputed Thoughts, as at the final Day o f Judgment, 
air wrelU d into Acxulatiun againft me. And from whom is this Slate of i*erfeftion cXafted ? From 
a M.uj who was leparatcd, while yet but a School Boy, from his native Country, and from every 
Advantage of that Inftiudbion which might have better qualified him for the high Offices, and 
arduous Situations, which it became his Lot to fill •, and left to form his Rule of.Conduft on his 
own l'iaCtii.:c, and the Light of I’uch an Underltaiiding as it had pleafcd God to beftow on him.

“  I pafs over the Mi ll Years o f my Life. —Thefe noothcrwife relate to the jrcfent Purpofe, than as 
they recommended me tiuceinvely to the Succellion o f the Government of Fort St. Cieorge, to the 
Government ot Fort William, and virtually to all the Appointments which have fince followed.

“  1 received the Government of Bengal with Incumbrances, which might have intimidated a firmer 
Spirit than mine ; and I felt the perilous Situation in which it placed me.

“  I found myft if the titular Head of a numerous, and not always accordflnr. Council, appointed to 
m ^age the Affairs o f a great .State, which yet wore the Marks o f recent Acqoifition •, but had 

tidier a determinate I'orm nor Syllem, nor any Orders or Inltruttions which could enable them to
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/give It cjr/icr.
“  I atcemptcd, and with the Aids o f my Colkaaues, where I was aWowed them, I gave it both Form 

andSyilcm -, tor every Oftice into which it was diftributed, to the Tim e o f  my Departure, received 
its Inftitution during the Period o f my Admirtiftration, and all the Tranfaflions oi’ it have, excepB 
ilie iMrfl; Tw o Years o f  the General Government, in fomc Part o f their Progrefs, received their 
Dirciflion from my Guidance.— Y et in every Step I had Diflktilties to liirmount, which are 
unknown to the Rulers and Minilters of other Governmentsi. Bcfldes the Concili^cion of difcor- 
dant Opinions, and their more frequently confirrtted Oppofitiorv, I had my Conduct circum- 
fcribed by Orders which would apply to few- of i the-Cafits whicli occurred, and thofe Order* 
uncertain in the Conftrudion. ' >

“  I beg Leave to extend, this Rcflcftion. During the long Exercife o f a Chjirge fo conftitutcd, and 
with fuch Exigencies attending it, how, may i  alk, wa*fiij ipcrffiblc t^ k<Jep Affairs in one even Line, 
or to avoid Contradidions both in Meafures and ExprefliOns ? A t fome Times Affairs were forccd 
into a Diredion diametrically oppofite to my Views, by the Power o f a Majority ; fomctimes they 
received th;ir Bias from my being obliged to fubmrt to the Opinions-of ihofe on whom I depended 
for Support: And whenever the Courfe o f Bufin&is waft thu4 diverted from the ftrait Line, ic 
was oticn difficult to brine it back, without fome Degree « t“Snfi^U rity, o f  VioUtnce, dr of 
general Inconfiftency. ; . •

“  Where I fuffercd them to procced ift that devious Line, I am charged with parfuing Meafures 
which my own Opinions have condemned} where I attempted to r<(ftorc them to their proper 
Channel, I am accufed o f Innovations. Many Meafuret, which it Would be now difficult to 
explain from written Documents, were fodnded on Circumftanceis o f  futjh Notoriety, that no one 
could doubt their Propriety at the Tim e, and no one ever though* it neceffary co record the Rea- 
jons, or to tftablifli the Proofs o f Fads and Events, which were then certain, and univerfaHy 
admitted.

“  The Miniftcr o f this Empire { if I may xompare greit Things with frnall) had, in the various 
Eitwrgencics o f  his Admint(^ration, the learned Jciifmt o f  the Land, General Oificers o f  the firft 
Authority and Experience, and the Merchant* w  inegfeateft Commercial City in the W orld, to 
whom he might apply, and whofe Opinioilis he might Command, on every doubtful Qucftion, 
whether o f Law, Military Operation, Trade, or i ' ’irui;^«i.i-*He could not err.

I poffelTcd no fuch ProfeHional Aids, but had jciny own Mind for my Refources, and 
Minds as little inftruded as my own to allllt me, and to be the Inftrumonts o f  my Mea> 
liirei, ' ’ ^

“  That this Defcription o f  my Situation may not be imputed to me as the Invcntrbw 0 i®-
cultics madir up for the Occafion, I beg Leai^ appcM to the foilowingf 
which I  WKJte to the Court o f D irtfb rs To cSriy as ^  i tth November *771, iivMch was 
I k new o f the Formation o f ithe w w  Syftem for the GdWrnment o f '

Paragrapli 4̂  “  M ay I be permitted in all Deference «nd Submiffion î^̂̂  ̂ to
“  offer it is  my Opinion, th»t whatever may have beeil'the Condud o f
“  tile colledive Members o f  your former i^dminiftrations, the Blame i f
“  to thenr  ̂ at so the Want :©f Principle Cifevcrnmm «de«j«*«4 a
“  coercive FoiN«r sto enforce it. its are equal to
•* tfcoleof inoft J S t ^  in Ewrojw* ltsl>if!lcult}es.«re g«eiiter chart 

both an eftaWiJmd Pin®  and o f  Gomntttent } ^erivttig kb ^
'* unremiQ»d l^boittr attd ftrfDftlll&JiWtti^ o f  lndit»idui^  ̂ the
** which /lows through’ the ^  a regular Goiiftltiilion, and imperceptibly
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evct-y Part o f it. Our Conflitution is no where to be traccd, but in ancient Charters, which 
were framed for the Jiirifdiftion o f your Trading Settlements, the Sales o f your Exports, and 

“  the Provifion of your Annual Inveftmcnt. 1 need not obfcrve how incompetent thefc mult 
prove for the Government o f a great Kingdom, and for the Prefervation of its Riches from 

“  private Violence and Kmbezzlement.”
“  I will content myfclf witli this Quotation in this P lace; though I could wifli that the whole 

Letter were attentively peruied, as it is ftrongly expreffivc of the Difficulties and Embarrafiinents 
o f my late Situation in India. To what 1 have faid let me add, that in a newly eftabliflicd Go­
vernment many Occafions will conftantly occur, which can be regulated by no Precedent j and even 
the iJncertainty of tlie Conllitution, and the unknown Limits of the Authority belonging to its 
various Brandies, will often provoke Refiftance, and produce Events, which never could happen 
under a Government long elUblillied, and with its Powers clearly defined, and univeriiilly 
undcrflood.

“  Under fuchCircumftances 1 hunibly apprehend, that fince it is nbt, as I have f.iid, the Lot of 
human Nature to be exempt from Error, fome notorious Calamity, affefting the Inccidb of wiiicli 
1 had Charge, or fome well-afcertained Ground of Corruption, or other moral J^eviation iVom my 
Duty, the Lufs o f National Reputation, or o f fubftantial Property, ought to have appeared, before 
1 became the Subjefl o f a Parliamentary Impeachment. But what Lofles has the Nation lultained 
tlirougli my Mifmanagement ? Have Provinces been difmembcred from it i* Have its Armies been 
defeated in Operations of my Formation ? or War or Famine wafted the Countries o f niy Jurifdic- 
tion ?— No : The Reverfe has been the Attendant o f my Fortune in every Stage o f it j and fo little 
(iruund have I afforded, from the Notoriety of my Charafter, for fuch an Inquifition into it, that I 
dare affirm tlut i ftand, even at this Hour (notwithftanding the Prejudices excited againft me) as 
high in the ElHmation o f the World, 1 mean not to confine the Affertion to this Kingdom alone, 
as anv Man o f my own Rank and l^retcnfions in it.

“  Yet I mean not to avail myfelt of this Plea. I aflTert my general Claim to the Approbation o f 
this Honourable Floufe, and of my Country, for my Services; but I neither defire, nor will admit, 
o f their being placed in Balance againft: my Faults, if I have Faults to Hand in Oppofirion to 
them.

“  I entreat the Houfe, that each Article o f the Charge may be diftindlly tried, and that they will 
be pleafed to give their Sentence upon each.

“  Anfwer to the Third Charge. P art Ift.

“ B E N A R E S .

“ I T  has been the Fafhion to give Hiftories o f  Benares j but as far as I have had Occafion to 
perufe them in Reports of the Seledt Committee, or in anonymous Pamphlets, they arc, for the 
greater Part, fanciful and unfupported. 1 fhall here detail as much as I ^m warranted by certain 
Knowledge o f its former and prefent Situation, adopting, whcie I pofTibly can, the very Words of 
the Third Charge againft me,

“  The Territory o f Benares is a fruitful, and has been “  ("W  Is at this Day)" an orderly, well- 
“  cultivated, and improved Province. Its Capital City may rather be confidercd as the Scat o f the 
“  Hindu Religion than as the Capital o f a Province.”  I am not certain o f the Period at which it 
was annexed to the Mogul Empire j but it Is clear, by the Ayeenee Jdcree, that it was a Part o f the 
Subah of Allahabad in Acber’s Time.— Catrou (I^ge ii^ )  mentions a Raja Cam to have been 
fubdued by Acber, whom I conceive to have beeil^aja o f Benares, jf^owever, the fame Ayeenee 
Acberee aflerts, that Sultan Mahmood Ghaznavee (the firft Mahommedan Invader o f India) came 
to Benares in the 410th Year o f the Hejirah, above 750 Years fince. After Acber, his Son Jehan 
Gueer was undoubtedly Maftcr o f it •, and Daia Shekuh, the eldeft Son o f Sh4h JehAn, Son and 

'Succcflbr o f JehSn Gueer, rcfided a confiderablc Tim e at Benares in a Station of Authority, as we 
lea rn  from his own Preface to a Book he compiled during his Refidence there. Aurengzceb, his 
youngeft Brother, and Succefibr to the Empire after Shih jehin, has effeftually difplayed to Pofte- 
rity the Power and Sovereigtity which he exercifed in Benares, with a favage Bigotry charafteriftic 
of his Temper and Policy, by a magnificent Mofque which hecrefted on the Site (and even admitted 
into his Plan a coufiderabie Part or the Edifice) o f an ancient and moll fuperb Hind6 Temple. 
This Mofque continues perfect to this Day, and with its ncighbouringMinarets (which alfoerefted) 
overlooks the whole City, I f  Benafes, in Acbcr’s Time, was a Diftrift of the Subah of Allaha­
bad, it continued annexed to the fame Provioce in the Time of Aurengzceb, as we learn from 
Catrou (Page 362): it therefore never was confidered a Capital of any confiderable Kingdom, nor 
yet as a Province annexed to the Suhab of Oude. Benares is a naked dcfencelefs City, fituated fo 
near to the almoft^impreenable Fortrefs o f Chunar, that the PoflelTor o f the one may at all 
Times be Mafter o f the ouier i and this accounts for its having been annexed to the Subah o f  
O u ^ , fome lln ie  Hnce the Invafion o f Nadir Shah. Rajah Bulwant Sing, who rcfided at Benares 
with fame ]>e o f Authority (but who nevtr had PcrmifTion to coin Money, nor even the A d- 
miniftratioh oTcnminal Juftice in the City itfelf) when the Incurfioni o f the Shahzadah, now the 
King Shah Allitm, ItrH drew the Attention of the Engliih to that Quarter j and, far from being a
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great Lord (or any Lord) o f the Empire, he was a mere Dependant On the Nabob o f  Oudc, Shujab 
ud Dowleih. i Ic was originally Zemindar o f a I'lnail Pergunnch, called Gun^apoor (by Purcbafit 
not by Inherilancc, for Ins Father, Munfcram, was not a Zemindar) yielding 4 Revenue o f about 
/.500 a Year. He bad beru patroni^ed and employed by Sefdar Jung, the Father o f Shujah ud 
Dowlah, and was gradually promoted to be Aumil or Colle£tor o f Benares and Gazipoor. He 
continued ni thar Capacity to the Day of his Death, and never was Zemindar of either Dijlritl. 
In the Year 1764, when Shujah ud Dowlah’s Affairs were on the Decline, Bulwant Sing 
made Overtures to the Nabob of Bengal, Meer JafBer, to join his Army with fuch Troops 
as lie coiiid mufter. General Carnac, who commanded our Army at that Time, warned 
liie Governor and Council o f Calcutta of the Rajah’s Perfidy j and fo well were thofe Gentle­
men convinced of the Truth of thole Allegations, that on the Sixth o f November o f the 
J'.inic Year, thry wrote tiuis to Major M unro; “  With rel'pedt to Bulwant Sing, the double 
“  Part he ailed in the Beriming of the War I’ufFiciently warns uc to put no Confidence in him} and 
“  therefore, if lie has not already been permitted to join you, or you have entered into noEngage- 
“  ments with him, ive would have him difpojfejfed of his Country, and his Perfon  ̂ i f  poffiblê  fecured.'

-My Prtdoccirors, it may be here obierved, both in Language Conduit̂  equalled at lead, or 
rather exceeded, every Thing of whic!i I am now accufcd. I have faid that Bulwant Sing never was 
Zemindar of Benares or Glazipoor ( ' ) ; in I’roof o f this, 1 aj>peal to Bulwant Sing’s own Propofals 
to Major Munro, dated the 21ft November 1764: “  I f  you, Getulemen, chufc to poflrfs your- 
“  felves of Shujah ud Dowlah’s Country, I will ajjrec to hold the Sircars of Benares, Gauzipoor, 
“  Joinjioor, Bidigrur, Ike. on tlie fame Terms as I liold them from Shujah ud Dowlah.”  O f  whofe 
Country were the EngliOi fuppofed to intend a Seizure?— Of Shujah ud Dewlah's. Who held the 
Four Sircars Iierc mentioned ?— Bul-want Sing. Ot xvhom did he hold them ?— Of Shujab ud Dow- 
/,ib. By what DenoMiinaiion are they defcribed ?— As Parts of Shujah ud Do"Jt;lah's Country. Every 
Word o f the Propofal proves that Shujah ud Dowlah was Sovereign of thofe Sircars, and that a 
Sei7.ure o f Shujah ud Dowlah’s Country neceflarily include ('') the Seizure of Benares, Gau*ipoor, 
Joinponr, Bidjigur, & c. Had Bulwant Sing pofTcfled a feparate Territory, the Cotiqucft o f Sbujah 
ud Dowlah’s Country would not have been tantamount to a Seizure of Buh^nt Sink's. Had be been 
Prince or Zmindar o f thofe Provinces, he would naturally and o f courfe have named them, in 
his Propofals, “  my Sircars,”  or “  my Zemindary and his Arzee, or Propofal, muft, according 
to the univerlal Cudom of tlie Country, have been figncd by him ** !?xmindar o f the MahUs o f 
“  Bena es, & c. & c." I'hrough that whole W ar, which terminated in the entire Defeat o f Shujah 
ud Dowlah, Bulwant Sing’s Conduit was alternately treacherous to his Mafter and to us. H is 
Firlt Jundion with us is acknowledged by the Court o f Dircflors, in the Letter o f  the 26th o f 
M ay 1768, to have been “  of ftgnal Service to us,”  and I do not deny it; but the whole Corref- 
pondencc of the Bengal Government in the Years 1764 and 1765, proves that he never did us at  ̂
other Service : That he was fufpefled, a faithlefs and a dangerous A lly  i and that but for tlic Treaty 
made with him by the Commander of our Army, the Governor aad Council would have ftiztd bif 
“  PerfoK, and transferred his Diftri£!s to another.̂ ' (Sec ad ELeport o f the .Seled Committee, Pages 
4 and 5, &c.) Bulwant .Sing dying in the Year 1770, his Son CheytSing fucceededto his Rights, 
as Zmindar of Gungapoer. The Appointment o f farm er or Collc6tor of Benares and Gauzipoor 
reverted of Courfe to tlic Vizier his Sovereign ; I muft obfervc» that in the Tranflations o f  the 
Perfian Papers, both o f thofe and the preceding Times, great Confufion occurs, in the Applica­
tion o f  pecQliar and definite Terms, with a loofe and unguarded Signification j for in Twenty dif­
ferent Documents at leaft, quoted in the Second Report o f  the Selcd Committee, Bulwaot Siog'i 
Farm or Calieiiion̂  is flylcd his “  Zemindarry*' I need go no farther than the 5th Article o f tne
1 rcaty of l^liabad : (See 2d Report, lOth f* a ^ ): “  His Higbnefs Shujah ud Dowlah engages in the 
“  moft folemn Manner to continue Bulwant Sing in the ZemttJaries o f Benares, Gau2ipoor,&c. & c. i“  
and in the 7th Article of the fame Treaty, it is refolved ”  le rejtere to bis Hi§bn '̂s the Comtryof Be~ 

nares, and the other Diftrifb nowm /#/by Bulwant Sing:”  Botb oi thefe Articles cannot be admitted 
in their true and literal Senfc. I f  the Zemindary belonged K> Bulwant Sing, he could not be faid to 
rent i t : he paid Tribute only. I f  the Country did not idmg u> Shujah ud Dowlah, it could not 
he rejiored to hm. In fhort, the W ord * Z^indary* is ufed by ourTranftatorg inalaxSenfe, tofjg- 
mivJDifirid or Province: This is evident from the Letter ot the Bengal Government to thi pourt 
o f  bireftors o f  1 1 th Septetnbcr 1770 (fee ad Report, loth P age): “  In our former G 

men, we expreffed our Sentiments o f  the Ccmtequeoce, »* v*s to your A  JFairs, that «he tt)
« the Zemindary o f Benares fliould continue in ti/t j hn that it wm s  P<nni axeom'

pUfh with tbe y i z i e r v f u  thh a M catt Ptdmf The Third o f  M t  Biurkc’i
Third Charge, peremptorily ftates, that on the Death o f  llulwanc Sing *' m* $oJ» Cbcyt Sjng /*«■- 
“  ceeded to bis Rights and Pretenfit^.*’ The DtUeaff o f the Pwnt cfinltded jprsdfcly 
Rights for had Bulwant Sin^ been real and hereditary Ze«iind«» t|#  5»«c«nop 
to his Son fff mrfe, there bcmg in India n5» % h C u d ^  a$ birtnheritlM^ 
aUo, that Bu|want Sing was mT the in thĵ t Cftf? muft h^ire In­
heritance: Inftead o f  whicht M  writes to Ra}4  ̂3^iubn:^ (fe« ^  « I f  it i$
“  the Inwmtton o f  the £njB;rilh < ^ t ^  tftlfje ^

(*) Sic io p»ig. %  L  * u.



(  )
«* T will agree to hold Benares and Gauiipoor, &:c. which have long been under my Jurifdi/lion, on tlic

lame Terms from the Company as I did from Shujah ud Uowlali.’’ Here was prccifely the Placc'* 
to hav? pleaded his Right of and his ^iile hy Inheritance: InRcad of which, he only fays,
thofc Placcs had long lx*cn under his Jurifdiftion, which (if any Meaninr  ̂ be annexed to the Words) 
muft imply that they were not alwaysfo. 1 tnuft quote anoihcr 4-*art ot this Bengal Letter o f loth 
September 1770 (2d Report, i r ) :  “ A  jealous, fulpicious Difpofuion of the old Rajah,
“  a(Tifted by the Diftrqft o f their own Children, inherent in the Minds of the People o f this Country,
“  may pojftbly have been the Keafon why the Son was not included ia the Treaty o f 1765 •, for had 
“  he exprejfed a fVtJh to fecure the Zemindary in bis own Family  ̂ a Doubt can fcarcely be formed,
“  — But fufpicious, proMly, of the Confequcnces that his San Jhould think he had a liight to
“  the Succeffisn, his whole Aim i'eemed to center in Self-fecurity, withyut the lealt Attention to the 
“  Good o f his Poflerity,*’— I anfwer, every Word o f this, if  it be really applicable ro Bulwant Sing’s 
State o f Mind,j>r5vcs beyond a Doubt, that be was net the Zemindar \ for, as Zemindar, his Son muji 
have fucceeded, in the Language of the Cliarge itfelf \ and it was a Matter pcrfcdly indifl'crent to 
the State o f the Cafe, whether Hulwant Siiig t'Xprelled or did not exprefs his Wifhes on that Head : 
But if he really wtrc “  fufpicims of the Confequcnces that his Sen fl:ould rmnK he had a K i o h t  to 
“  the Succeffion '̂ it is demonftrable that he knew the Son to have no Right •, for hud he a Right, 
Bulwant Sing could neither lupprefs a Knowledge of it from his Son, nor controvert its Effcdts. It 
would have been a clear, entailed, iiercditary Eftace, o f  wliich it was mutually indifferent to the 
Father and to tlie Son what cach might feparately think.— When Clieyt Sing, by the Influence of the 
Company, was conlirmed in the PJacc which his Father had held as Farmer or CoJJetitor for the 
Vizier, he paid, as a Gift or Nuzzeranah, a Sum amounting to nearly 200,000 Pounds, and in- 
creafed his lient near 30,000 Pounds per Annum-, “  by which” (M r. Burke lays) “  he became 
“  APurchafer, for valuabk; Confiderations of his Right and Inheritance in the Zemindary afbrei'aid.”
I do hot profcl’s to unUerltand bcu> a Man can be faid to purchafe o f another that which the other has not 
to fell. T o  the Rights, the Cf arge exprcfsly declares Cluyt Sing to have fucceeded by the D':ath of 
his F ath ;r: The Inhcriiance itl'df i's that very R ig iu ; i'o that Chcyt Sing purchalcd what he had 
already ; and the actual Fundlions o f his Office, the Collcdlion of the Rents, and the Government 
o f the Dilirifts, & c, were obligingly thrown into the Account. But why did the Vizier exail

200,000 on the Death o f Bulwant Sing ?— Aflurcdly becauie, as Soveieign o f the whole Coun­
try, he poflefled and excrcifed the Right o f levying Fines., and that to an arbitrary Amount, as 
appears by the ad Report o f  the Scleft Committee. I know not how wc can deny the Exiftencc 
o f many defpotic Principles in the Mogul Syftem o f Govcrnnient; but wherever thofe exill the 
Towers o f the Prince wiJi be every Tfiing, and the Rights o f the Subjedl nothing. Shujah ud 
Dowiah Jined Cheyi Sing £. 200,000, and £. 30,000 per Annum ■, which, at only Ten Years 
Purchafe, is 300,000$ in all, £500,000 for the mere Invelliture o f w W  in the Charge is 
Itaccd to bd his R^ht of hherittMce. I, who was vefted by my Station with exactly the lame 
Powers as were exercifed by Shujah ud Dowiah, never thought of a greater Fine as a Punifhment 
for the raoft flagrant OflFences. Cheyt Sing fucceeded of eourfe to bis Father’s Trea/ures (See Lieut. 
Colonel Harper s Evidence, Appendix to ad Report), not by any Tcftamentary Form, not by any 
Permiflion o f  the Vizier, not by any Intermediation of his Friends, but by Right of Inheritance. 
Are there Two or mere Species xif Rights of̂  Inheritance ? A ll that the Father could call his own came 
to the Son 1 what be held o f his Sovereign reverted ro its Owner. The Dignity, the Power, the 
Profit conf«;qucnt on the Govornmew, were Matters which the Vizier had a Right to fell, and 
which Cbcyt Sing might have a Preference in purchafing, if  the Tw o Parties could fettle their 
Terms. Bulwant Sing had faved great Sums of Money out of his Government, by Colonel Har­
per’s Eviden.ce i it was therefore an Oligeft of Cheyt Sing to fucceed to his Father’s Leafe, even on 
Terms fomewhat lefs advantageous. The Government, or Leak (or by whatever other T itle of 
PoHetnon Bulwant Sing had exercifiid Authority in Benares) was, at the Fatlier’s Death, procured 
for the Son} and as the Gtcneral Letter from Bengal, dated 3 ift Oiftobei 1770 (Sec /d Report, Page
I I th) expref»jy ftatcs, Chcyt Sing was »* confidered by the Vizier as holding that Country o h  she feme 
Struts as lus Fftther.*'. Bulwant Sing, I have proved above, held only in Capitf, rhe Son therefore, 
at this Tim e, held only in QtpUt allb: A i^  Colonel Harper, who acknowledges that Bulwant 
Sing had hot a Uf« Intereft in the Lands, muft be miftaken, wliere, in quoting from Memory, he 
gives Evidence, that “  liw Sunnud to Cheyt Sing was granted to him and hts Heirs.”  It is allowed 
on all Sides, that the Letter of the Trtaty o f  Allahabad did not extend to Bulwant Sing's Heirs (fee 
ad Report, Page lath). T he V m cr therefore was perfeflly juflifiablc in refufing to acknowledge 
it fartnerj ana in my Deputat'ton M Benares, in 1773, I procured a new Treaty, for the 
exprcft Purpofe o f  fettlinc this Point to Cheyt Sing’s SatisfaiJtion. It may be remarked, that all 
fhe M v ern i^  Powers of Hindoftan are extrCJwly averfc to any Treaties or Agreements which 
a>e liK la r ^  W be iitiSfig m P etrify  i ajid I  have had frequent Difficulties in many Negociationt 
with tliiB o«tive Princes on thji H ead; they have always pleaded “  that it wa* againft the Cuftom 
"  ilftiletr Co|!mtry”~--h mull be admitted, that I Council in 1773 conc«?ived /^ w D o u h u to

tik  Extent o f  the Firft Stipulations in Behalf o f Cheyc 
Sing, or tiw f «roukl not have empowered me to rtnew them. And I am warranted in havij^ de­
clared in my KArnitiye:, ”  that Cheyt Sing obtained from our Influence, exerted hy myfel*C the 

Firft kgsd T itle  that crer poUelTed o i Property in the Land, o f which he, till then,
18 ‘ “  wag
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“  was only the Aunul, and o f which he became the acknowledged Zemindar, by a Sunnud granted 
to him by tlic Nabob Sujah Dowlah, at my Injiance, in the Month of September 1773.*’ 'I'hc Fa­

ther was no more than Aumil, as I have amply proved \ on his Deceafe the Son precilcly focceeded 
to his Rights ami JVetenfions, as the Charge therefore became and if he ever
■was Zemindar, it could only be derived from the SunniKi of 1773. In 1774 the Majority of the 
new Council Cjt neral adopted, in the Cafe o f Shujah ud Dowlah’s Son, the Syftem formerly fup- 
ported by Shujah ud Dowlah in the Cafe o f the Son of Bulwant Sing. 'They decided that the I'reaty 
madr wiih the Father diil not bind them with refpeft to the Sew. In both Cafes my Opinion had 
been uniform and confirtcnt. . In 1770 I thouplit that the Agreement made between Shujah uct 
Dowlah and Bulwant Sing was virtually in Force, though one of the contradting Parties were dead, 
and that Cheyt Sing ftood prccifely in the Place o f his Father. In 1774, I thought that the 
'JVcaty we had entered inro with Sluijah ud Dowla continued to bind the Company ; and that his 
Son, Afoph ud Dowlah, had in every Rcfpedt fucceeded to his Father’s Eng tgrmcnts, as well as 
his Dominions. In both Cafes my Judgment has been unfortunate; the laturt however, procured 
the Company a large Addition of Territory and Revenue, on the Appropria'tiun and Management 
o f which, as the Majority of the Council decided againft my Opinion, their Sentiments alone, and 
not mine, arc to be confidcred in whatever relates to the Tranfaciion. I miift therefoie except to 
the Ufe made by Mr. Burke, and to any Ufc whatever being made, o f any Minutes delivered 
in Council />y me on that Occafion, a.s thofe Minutes were no Part o f the Caufc or Motive 
on wiiich the Majority acled ; and therefore, as far as any (iood or Evil arofe out o f the 
Aifl itlelf, I am totally unconnedtcd with it. General Chivering, Colonel Monfon, and Mr. 
Francis, in their Minure of 7th December 1775 (lee 2d Report, 2 jd Paye), fully acquit 
me-, “  the Meafure”  (they fay) “  is ftridWy and exclufively eurs. The origmal Plan was 
“  oppofed in every Step by the Governor General and Mr, Barwell.”  Upon the fame Principle I fo- 
kmnly difclaim all Connexion with, and even all Knowledge of, any “  improper and fraudulent 
“  Tranfaftions with regard to the Symbols of Inveftiture which ought to have been given to the 
“  Rajah *, and the Form of the Deeds by which the faid Zemindarry ought to have been granted,”  
as ftated in the 13th Article of the Charge. I am nor rclponfiblc for the A<5̂ s of the Majo­
rity, nor for the A d s of Mr. Fowke their Refident at Benares, who afted wholly under their 
Authority, and over whom I had not the Shadow o f an Influence j I was at that Time but a Spec­
tator of wliat wa.s doing, a mere Cypher at the Board.

“  If there were any Miftakes in the Modes of Inveftiture, or the Forms o f the Deeds, they were 
without my Concurrence} and as I cannot even now conceive what Purpofe fo pitiful an Artifice 
could be fuppofcd to anfwer, 1 will pofitively aflert they could not be fraudulent, Mr. Francis, who 
is the furviving Member o f that Majority, “  to which the Meafure Jlritily and exclufively belonged”  is 
alone amenable Ibr every Part o f it, for its Informalities, as well as for its Merits •, for any “  com- 

plicated, artificial, and fraudulent Management," that might take Place in the Courle o f its Exe­
cution, as well (') for the grounds on whicn it was propofcd ; For my own Part (after difclaiming all 
Pretcnfions to any particular and exclufive Duty on me to attend to the due Infertion o f all Tranf- 
adlions on the Company’s Records, which Duty I conceivc to be that o f the Secretary, under the 
Diredion of thofe who had the Authority i and alfo after profeffing moft religioully that I did 
never, either diredUy or indircfl:ly, procure the Omillion o f a Syllabic of any public Document 
whatever, which ought to have ^ en  tranfmitted to the Court o f Dirc<a:ors) I do moft folemnly 
affirm and declare, that I  did not, at the Time fpecificd, meditate to make any evil Ufe •whatever o f 
the Deeds which are ftated to have been withholden from the Company }— -that I did not (until the 
very Day when I firft read it in the Charge) know that fuch Deeds hajd been withholden, and that 
I fliould at all Times have loathed and fpumed at the tncrc Idea o f grounding any JWeafure o f  
mine on fo fhallow and bafc a Manoeuvre 1 I may be allowed to adil, that while the Counterparts 
o f  the Deeds exifted, all Concealment on our Side was eauall]i' ridtcoious and ineffeduali it is an 
invariable Form, that the Cabooltet, on ('*’) Agreement witih the Zemindar,is always Word for Word 
the fame as the Potta or Leafe. After all, 1 have been combating with a Shadow, for what were 
thefe Deeds which were fupprefled ? The o»nly Deed or Inftrument o f Cheyt Sing’s Inveftiture was 
the Sunnud or Charter, and the Potta or Leafe, which arc cxprcffcd in the Charge to have been 
regularly made out, ar»d tranfmitted» I know no other. No Sumuds were ever feiit «<i the 
Court o f  Direaors, nor any Papers iti the origiiitl Ltagaoge.

, A " ; .R  T ' / ' l i d .

I M E A N  to wovt fulfyt in its proper B»cc, th»t I  never gawc Perrtjllllan to («iy Agent 10 refign 
for me the Office or Governor Generu, 1 qin here only it i but w heaO «w «l Cla venng attempted 
to aiTume the Chair which I had iM/ vacated* 1 Was warranted in fupporUittg my A n ^ n t y  by every 
Means in my Power; 1 was w ait^ted io fiyUog him and warranted >fl treattng everf
mifplacol o f  Homage t o i m a i a  PerfiWirf Oifiefpeft to  njyft^:>--When,
that Cheyt Sing hiid deputed an AffflUt, with an exprefi Conrmifi}m 10 compKment Gcnirai Cla- 
vertng on hia A c c ^ o n  to tbeGoT^totent, I affirmed |Ta^,fiect«{n^y«ru
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vertng on hia A c c ^ o n  to tbeGoT^totent, I affilrmed 9i |ra^,fie^t«{n^y«rii^^ t o ^



Company’s Government, tnafmuch as it was an ofTicious and premature Interfercnrc on tlie Paft»f 
the Rajah,— pregnant in itl'elf with very great Dlfatlvanragcs to the due and orderly Adniiniflraiion uf 
Affairs, and deeply injurious, by the Example it held out to others, tor taking INirt in the DuTi iiiions 
which at that Time harrafied our Councils. In Cheyt Sing’s Cali: it was particularly obiioxiovis, 
becaufe all Corrclpondencc with him (a-; with otiicr nutive Powers) was by the Com|Kiny’.s Oiyxi s 
condufted through the Medium of the Governor General j the Rajah, therel'ore, had no Rijiiu, no 
Pretext, for paying fuch a Compliment to (jcncr;d Clavcring, until iiis AccelTion to the Cluiir Ii;ul 
been notified in Form', nor can it be urged, in the prelent Inft:ince, that luch Notilkation was duly- 
made j for, granting (as I believe I may) th.it General Ciavering had ilTucd, in his afVurnccl Charafter 
o f  Governor General, Information to that Purport, Cheyt Sing had a Vakeel in Calcutta, whole 
exprefs Bufinels it was to let his Mafter riglu, and for tliat I’ urpore he miglit huvr hat!, (u:d had̂  at 
all Times fr«  Accels to my Houfc and A{).irtment; and 7 alfo caufrd im'n.tliare Official Oii- 
patchcs to be fent off to the different Country Powers to affua’ tlicm of my Continuance in y\dmi- 
niftration. I urged this of the RaJjh at the ’Jitiu it took P'acr, and / urge it, as a I’roof 
of the Keadinefs which he fticwed to foment, or even to take P.irt in any Divdioni of our Govern­
ment-, it always appeared to me indecent with refpeft to wy Office, unjulfifiable wiih rcfptift to 
his Situation, and a Proof of his rooted Dilaffedion to the Englilli Adminillration. \VI) thcr or 
not I  Per/oHa!iy {qv^avk him, is of no Confeijucnce ; I never fuught to punilh hirii bur on 
Crcunds. And had he faithfully dilcharged liis Duty to the Company, he would ntvcr have 
heard a-Syllable of my Rekntment, Im[>laciibiliiy to my Inferiors is no i ’art of my Ciui.K^kr.
I am acculed “  'I hac having obtained, in my Cafting Vote, a Majority in Council on the Denth
“  ofS^.r John Clavcring and Mr. Monfon, I did Tuddcnly, and without any pirviou'; general 
“  Conimiinication with th'̂  Mc.nhcrs of the Board, by a Mmutc o f ('or.fultarian of the t/Ji o f
“  July 177S, iuai;e an extraordinary Demand, namely, that the Rajah ol Benaies fliould ci nlciit
“  10 tlie Lsltablilhnrnt o f 'I ’hrcf regular Battalions of Sepoys, to bt- railed and m.tintaiiicil at lii^ 
“  own Expenct.”  I anfwer, that on the 6th of July at Night a Packet was re ceived Jr<'iu Mr. 
Baldwin at Cairo, with an Account (dc-enieu fully authentic by the whole Council) that War luid 
been a(''luully declared and commenced between Great Britain and France. It was my Duty to pi'.j- 
polc Meai'ures in Confequence of this Inrelli'^ence, without Lofs of Time. Accordingly, on the 91I1 o f 
July, after an Interval o f only I'wo Days, I gave in at the Council Board a Plan iJt Conrr,! [itc. c.:fi 
for our Military and Marine Eftablilfiments, to meet the F.xigencics of the Moment, f .v cr)' Mctn- 
bcr of our Government k'lt the Necefficy of the Mcafure, and we were for Once unaninunis. M y 
Propofitions, which embraced every Part of the Company’s Dependencies on that Side.of India, 
could not, without glaring and very (ufpicious Partiality, have omitted the Tenitorits'of Chiyc 
Sing. I allotted what I thou;,'ht (and 7?*/̂  tbink) a very moderate Portion of ihc newly incuircd 
Burthen of the War to him: Had my Colleagues been o f a different Opinion, they mig!\t have 
propoted a Modification, or a total Exemption. They did neidier. While they adrnuted the 
Neccffity of the actual Demand, they did not objcin: to the Sum ; Am> the Dcdjioii of fuiurc Ri^ht 
(on which there appeared Ibme Shadow of nefitation) was, by General Conlent, nfnrrd to our 
Superiors (fee 2d Report, 26th Page), On tiiis Right ouf Superiors did it.vir dedde wliile Cheyt 
Sing continued at Benares, though our Minutes on the Subjedl arrived in London the 121 if Of A p'nl 
1779.— fheir Siknce had all the Effeii of Acquiefcence. The Rajah is fai'd to have aficn< il, ili.it I had 
promifed this i^.xadion fliould continue hut for One T'ear, avd fhould nut he drawn into Precedent.—  
I now moll folemnly declare, that I  never made any fuch Promife •, and that I had elleitually precluded 
myfelf from making it, the Minutes themielves will tellify ; for in our Firft Debate on the Sulijed, 
I  agreed to add to my original Motion for raifing the Troops the following Words, “  and to he dij- 
“  banded at the End of the fV a r"  (fee ad Report, 26th Page). After this 1 mull have affcdeil a Spiric 
o f Prophecy, to pretend that the Demand lliould exilt only for One Tear. The V/ar continued in 
1779, and the Demand was accordingly renewed. It met with Prevarication, ExcUfc, «nd Pro- 
craltination on the Part of the Kajah. On the Third Year hi.s Delays grew flill more pn'nlcxing, 
and indicated the ftrongeft Signs o f  determined Dilbbedience. See all the Bengal Co^fuUati(jiis 
o f that Period, as cxhibiiitd in the ad Keport o f the Sclcft Committee. By this Time f  confidercd 
myk\ii& aMng on ibe fur<!fi Gretunds. T bc ILeucr* from our Superiors, in Anfwer to '.hofc of the 
T w o  preceding Years from us, contained no One S<;ntencc which could be deemedii CiHfapproval 
o f our TranfaClions with the Kajah o f  Benarei. A s the Subject had been fully and repeatedly 
before them, it was impofllble to foppofe they had overlooked it, IFith my Hands thus fircnjhcned 
by the implied Approbation of wy Etffpkyerst as the Exigencies o f  the War grew daily more prefiing, 
I moved in Council, “  That Cheyt Sing might be required to furnilh fuch Cavalry as he couKl 
“  fpare, with an exprefs Declaration tbac they fhould be returned at the Clole of the War
ttkl this was done the Advice and Rcconrnaejidation of Sir Eyre Coote. The Rajah cert.4inly 
tnaintained a confiderable Body o f Cavalry, B« adtnitied thirteen hundred, and 1 know they 
« r e r e m a n r ^ ^  , In the War with,the Rt>hillft»iic furnilbed Five hundred to his then Sovereign, 
3 ht]yah DowUh (fee Supplement to id  Report, 12th Page), and General Clavcring would 
ilM ê t« C ^  W k(!ep up Two I'beufand : This the Number I demand^ i but
on hit r e s t e d  Rcprefentations, I gi;aduaUy lowered my Requifition to One tbou/and. He 
acknoiifeG^^ and yet offered but Five hundred to the Company.
M y  Puience wai exhaufted by fuch repeated A d s  o f  Contumacy, and I determined (I

G  repeat
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r(|^at it) to convert them info an Advantage for the Company’s Affairs. I confiderccl th« 
Light in which fuch Behaviour would have bwn viewed by his native Sovereign, and I rcfblvcd 
he iliould fed the Power he had lo long infulted. Forty or Fifty Lacks o f Rupees would liave 
been a moderate Fine for Shujah Del Dowlah to exa£t; he who had demanded 25 J^acks for the 
mere Fine of Succclfion, and received 20 in Hand, and an encreafed Rent tantamount to con- 
fiderably above 30 Lacks more ; And therefore I rejeded the Offer of Twenty, with which the 
Rajah would have compromifed for his Guilt when it was too late. It I ever talked of felling the 
Company’s Sovereignty over Benares to the Nabob o f Oud<:, it was but in terrorem and no fub- 
fequent A d  of mine warrants me to have frrioufly intended i t : I f  I ever threatened to diffioflirfs 
the Kajah of his Territories, it is no more than what my PrcdeceflTors (without Rebuke from their 
Superiors, or Notice taken o f  the Exprcffion) had wifbed and intended to have done to his Father, 
even when tlie Company had no Pretenfions to the Sovereignty o f the Country*,'it is no more 
ihan fuch a legal Att of Sovereignty as his Behaviour juftified, and as I was juftified in fiy tfic Inten­
tions of my I'rcdcceflbrs. I f  I pretended to feize upon his Forts, it w.is in full Conviction that 
a Dependant on the Company, guaranteed, maintained, and protefted in his Country by the Com­
pany’s Arms, had no Occafion for Foi/Sy had no Right to them, and could hold them for no 
other than luljjedtcd and rebellious Purpofes: None of the Company’s other Zemindars are per­
mitted to maintain them; and even our A lly, the Nabob o f the Carnatic, has the Company’s 
Troops in all his (tarrifons ; Policy and Public Safety ablblutely require it. What State couldi 
exift, that ;dlowed its inferior Members to hold Forts and Garrifons, independeni: o f the fuperior 
AdminiAration ?— It is a Solecifm in Government to fuppole it.

“ P A R T  I l ld .

I R E  M O V F -D  Mr. Fowke from Benares on Political Grounds, againft the Orders of the
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I  owt
ourt of Diredors, becaufe I thought it neceflary that the Refldent there fhould be a Man of my 

own Nomination and Confidence; I avow the Principle, and think no Government can lubfili: 
without it. I'he Punifhment of the Raiah made no Part of my Defign in Mr. Fowke’s Removal, 
or Mr. Markham’s Appointment, nor was his Punifhment an Objeil: of my Contemplation at the 
Time. I removed Mr. Fowke, to appoint Mr. Markham i an Appointment o f my own Choice, 
and a Signal to notify tfie Reltoration o f my own Authority, as I had before removed Mr. Fowke, 
and appointed Mr. Graham, for the fame Purpofe.

I  he Charge a.lds, “  It was foon after that I prepared for a Journey to Benares.*’ Tliis is not 
true:— The interval of Time is evidently fhortened, for the Purpofe of fori.ing the Inference before 
drawn from rny Appointment o f the new Refident. 'J'his Appointment was made early in i e- 
bruary, and 1 lelt Calcutta in July.

“  1 deny i iat the Defign of exacting a Penalty from Rajah Cheyt Sing for his contumacious Be­
haviour, was either “  wicked”  or “  perfidious,”  as is ftatea in the Charge. 1 admit that I did not 
enter icon the Confultations, becaufe it was not neceflary j even this Plan itfelf of the Fine was not 
a fixed Plan, but to be regulated by Circumdances, both as to the fubftantial Execution of it, and 
the Mode : Nay, I will aver, that I had drawn up a Review of our whole Political Connexions 
extended even as far as Guzzerat, and given a Copy of it to Mr. Wheler, containing a Variety o f 
Modes, from which I meant to draw lome Relief o f Alliance, Power, or Finance, to fave them 
from the Ruin which was accumulating around them» and this Plan of the Fine, as I recoiled, 
made a Part of it. But was it neceflary, as an Official Obligation upon me, or would it have 
been prudent that I ftjould enter upon our Confultations every fpeculative Refource to which the 
Exigency o f our Affairs might eventually compel me to have Recourfe ? And was I precluded from 
availing myiclf of any fucn Refources, vrhett the Occafion required them, and the Means were 
afforded me, becaufe the Defign o f them had tK)t before been entered on our Confultations? 
In what Part of the Company's Standing Orders, nay, I may add, in what Code o f Common 
Senfe, is fuch a Rule prefcribed to me ? In this Charge I ami blarmiJ for “  the long Concealment, 
and “  late Communication”  o f  this Intention (viz. of the Fine), Tim e not being allowed to my 
** Colleague to confider the Nature and Confequences o f  fuch a Proje£l;, or to advife any Prccau> 
«  tion concerning the fame.”— The Grounds on which this Charge is founded are, that ^though 
1 communicated my Intentions to Major Primer in June, it does not appear that 1 communicateil 
them to M r. W hekr till the Eve o f my De{>arture. It is fuppofed that the Eve w a n s  the pre­
ceding N ight: Afllircdly it will admit o f  a larger CoBftruftion, From 1̂  fit this
Diffanceof Tim e, I will venture toafBrm, that my Intentions were coqim«)^?«ed to Wheler 
/ome Weeks htfme my DepariM̂ e \ I believe I may fay* almoft as foon as they for I was
then in the Habit o f the mod confidential Inteccourfe with nay, I îbinic it p rt^ b le  that they 
were communicated to him even before they wete to Major Palmer, «• that G e n il^ a n  arrived in 
Calcutta only » (bort Tim e before my D eptoiue, which was w  the 7th <«F l  avow 
my Intention o f fittiw  Cheyt Sing Fifty Lac]u. Hits was the *‘ Intereft which

the Company poflfciEfed in the Zemindirt^,** (iUudedto  in And
« s lo w n  myfclf not.to have fore£n:a Cheyt S^ngV Flight or ponceive it iH)f*
liblc to htve formed an Arrangement «»f tbii Kiad tW  k

and conloQant to the mwXal



This I will pr6ve at large: A  Fine was what I meant to exafl:— and to fine was a Right cxprefsly r«- 
Icrved to the Company (fee a Secret Letter from the Governor General and Council ol' Bengal, 
dated 15th January 1776-—i. c. General Clavering> Colontl Monfon, and Mr. Francis); “  Wfe
“  thought it advifeable to fix a proper Weight and Standard, to be invariably obicrved by tlic 

Rajan in all Money which might be coined, on Pain o f forfeiting the Mint, and Icing liable to 
“  any Penalty tbt Bwrd might think fit to impofe-, on the Firll Inllance of any IX-viauon.” 
T he fame Sovereignty which could dictate (o authoritatively on one Occ;’.fion, mt.ft fiavc had an 
equal Right in others | and therefore the Exaction and Paymetit of a Penalty was confonant 10 fh  
Engagements httwetn the Cempany and the Rajah. Shiijah nd Dowlah levied a ¥me, on the Death 
o f the Father, for invefting the Son. Here then we have a Second Ri^bt madt over, widi the 
other Appendages of Sovereignty, to the Company. Had not our powcnful Incerpofition pre­
vented the Confluences o f Bulwant Sing’s Treachery to his Mafter, in 1764, Shujah ud Dowlah 
would probably have exerted, with fignal Rigour, a ‘third Right of Fjiing, and have furmflicd 
me with a Precedent full in Point to my Treatmenc o f  Cheyc Sing, The Infcrt ncc therefore is, 
that the Right t f  Fining was genera]— perhaps arbitrary ; but for that I am not rerjioMlible It is 
a Defcft woven into the Texture o f the Mogul Syftcm— It will no Doubt be nioft liappy for tlie 
Inhabitants o f Afia, when the defpotic Inftitutes o f Jengheez Khawn or l  anierlanc fliall give 
Place to the liberal Spirit o f a Britifh Legiflature ; and I fliall be amply fiiii.sficd in niy prdl nt 
Profecution, if  it (hall tend to haflen the Approach o f an Event fo bencficial t j  the ’̂,reat Intcrefls 
o f Mankind. In my Narrative of the fubfequcnc Tranfadions between Chevt Sing and niyft If, 
compolcd while all the Circumftances were ftrong in my Recolleflion, I have detailed every Par­
ticular neceflary for a complete Comprehenfion ot the painful Part 1 had to fiipport,— T o t le Co­
lourings which are put upon many of my ExprefTions by the Subtilties of ConRruclion, I lhall make 
few or no Objedions. Truth is my immediate Aim, and I cannot ftcp out of my Way to glean 
up every cafual Infinuation $ otherwife I might obferve, that 1 cannot well conceive why, on my 
Refufal to fee the Rajah, it fliould be pronounced that 1 “  rudely and infolemty forbad his Viftt'' 
Is it rude to be peremptory? or is Rcfolution Infolence? if he were a great Prince, 1, as repre- 
I'eniing his Sovereign, fhould fecm a great King. I gave the Uajah in Writing my Charges 
refpefting his Conduft, “  informal”  perhaps, and “  irregular j" for where. fhould 1 have 
acquired the legal Precijion requilite for a Special Pleader? but certainly fuhjlatitial, and 
momentouŝ  and jufi. I have laid that his Jnfwer was “  not only unfatisfadlory in Siib- 
ftance,— but offcnGve in Style.”  I repeat the Afi’ertion that near Five Years fince elapfed 
have cooled my Refentments (if I ever had any) and that my Feelings arc no lonjrer 
interefted by concomitant Circumftances. It was filled with lliufHing Excufes and palpable 
FaKehoods. It ftated that the Rajah had furniftied the additional Five Lacks of Rii]>ees 

with the utmofi Readinefs and that he had "ta k e n  a Penally Bond from his Aumils that 
“  they QxoaXd keep no‘Thieves in their Diflriils." Was all this/r«f, or fatisfailory, or dccent ?— I 
had now Reafon to fufpcdl that the Rajah would never come to fu(;h “  an Arrangemeni”  as I 
wiflicd, till he had, at leaft in fome flight Degree, felt the Hand of Authority and 1 accordingly 
put him under an Arreft. No Infult, no Menace, no Violence of any Kind, was intended or ap­
plied : I even wrote to him to calm any Apprehenlions for Pcrfonal S>afcty which he might be weak 
enough to entertain •, and I received his Anfwer, that “  he was entirely free from Concern and 

Apprehennon.*' What followed I need not here particularize. M y Condud was regulated by 
Events which I could neither forefee nor controul. A ll my origin.il Mealurcs were broken 
through, all my Defigns annihilated, by the barbarous Mafiacre of my unarmed I'roops, and the 
unexpected Flight o f Cheyt Sing. Every Step which I had taken before that fatal Moment is an 
incontrovertible Proof, that I formed m Dejign “  o f feizing upon the Rajah’s Treafurcs, or o f 
** depofing him ;”  and ccrtainly, at the Time when I did form the Defign of making the Punifli- 
ment o f his former ill Conduft ftibfervicnt to the Exigencies of the State, by a large Fine, “  I  did 

not heUtve him guilty of tbdt premeditated Proje^ f tr  driving the Englifh out of India, with wImcIi I 
** afterwards charged him.” — Had I been forewarned o f this Project in the Extent which I after­
wards difcOKfed* I moft afllutdly would have anticipated his Schemes with more folid Effect, and 
tuithoMt Ptrftnd Hazard: \ would never have propofed to “ fettle his Zemindary upon him,” on 

Footing at all. Nothing therefore can e4u'al my Surprize at the Tenor o f this Part of the 
Charge, except my Incapacity to anfwer, without ContratJiftion, T w o Accufations totally contra ̂  
dilhry. In the 13th, 14th, and 15th Claufes of this 3d Section o f  the 3d Charge, I am accuftd of 
ImplacabiUty to all the Raj«h*a humble Subcnifllons 1 o f Perfeverance in rejefting ‘all Accommoda­
tion (th'ouah feveral Offer* werts made) j and being filled with Infolence and Malice ”  in not re­
plying to the Rajah’s Letters, after he had fo notorioufly drawn the Sword o f Rebellion. And in 

zyth Claufe o f the ^me 5efi:ion o l the fafflie Charge, it is aflerted, that if  I “  had conceived 
•* hiin,(;Ch«yt Sing) to have entertaiiWMi traiterous Defigns againft the Company, from whom he 
** held h a  tributary Eftate, or had been otherwile guilty o f  fuch enormous Off'tnces as to make it 
*« nweiflirjf 10take extraordinary Methods for cocrcii^ him, it would not have teen proper xo fettle 

opwiJfliJifh a T r a t ^  and Criminal the Zemindary of Benares, or any other Icn itory, upon the 
«  or upon any other Foming whatever,** Thus am 1 in one and the fame Charge

m i  to\d it ^ VMm tut have been proper*' for me to have hcentknunt,—  
G ^ u re d  to fettle the Ztrmmdary upon Cheyc Sing, and Ccnfured for having rcjeclcd

all
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all his OflFcrs towards a Settlement.— I can only anfwcr to this formidable Dilemma, that fo long ai 
conceivK.1 Chcyt Sing’s iMirconduul and Contumacy to have w# rather than the Company for it» 

Ob t̂'CL, ai lead to be au'rtly the Ivffedl of pernicious Advice or milgiiidcd Folly, without any 
forniiil Dclign ol openly refifting our Autliority, or difclaiining our Sovereignty, I looked ujjun a 
conlidcrabU: i irie as fufficient both for his immediate Punifhmcnt, and for binding him to tuture 
gooi.1 Behaviour; I thcrcfoie entertained no ferious Thoughts of expelling him, or procccdingj  ̂
orhci wife to Violence i but when and his People broke out into the moll atrocious A d s  ot 
Rebellion and M urder; when the "Jus fortioris el Lex ultima Return were appealed to on his 
i'*art (;ind without any fufficient Plea afi'ordcil him on mine) I from that Moment confiden'd him 
as the- i r.iiior and Criminal defcribcd in the Charge; and no Conctffiuns, no Humiliations, n« 
.SubmifJjoiis, ciiulJ ever after induce me “  to fettle the Zemindary of Benlres, or any other Tcrri- 
“  torv, u(;.on him, on any Fooiina whatever.”  • ’

“  Mmute'i delivered by me at tiic Council Board during the Time that the CefTion o f  the Sove­
reignty ol lienaies and (yaiizipoor was neyociated witli the Vi/ier, arc quoted againfi me in the 28th 
Claule ol this P.ut of theCh.iige. 'I'lic Minute in Q^ieftion does undoubtedly contain my Senti­
ments at that IViiud, but thole Sen timents went for Nothing : General Clavering and his Majority 
deci l̂ed againll my CJpinion i “  ttc Mcajure is Jirittly and cxclu/tvely their awn I, therefore, have 
noiiiing tu do with it. But when, by the Death of Tw o who compoi'd that Majority, I becamtt 
loinewhai more than a mere fageant in tiie Adminiflration, I neceflarily refumeJ the Bufineis 
wh'-re tiiry h.ui Ic.r it; I confidcted Chcyt Sing precilcly wliat they bad tnade him, a rribtitary 
I,.'ni!hohk’i'; JKJt wh;it I ivouUl have made iiim (but was ovtr-rulcdj an indt pendent I’rince, and a 
powi iliii Ally, plated as a Bariier between the Vizier and (iovtrnment of Bingal.— 1 would have 
cauit d̂ the C<)in|iany’s 'I’ribiite to be received at Patna within the Company’s Provinces: t̂bey 
caufcd It tu nceivcd at Benares,— I  would have renounced the Sovereignty o f his Country ; 
1%ey afl'umcd it. I'he Sovereignty which they ajfumed, it fell to my Lot, very unexpcftedly, 
to exert \ and whether or not “  fuch Powers, or Powers o f that N.uure, were delegated to 
“  me by any Provilions of any A tt of Parliament,”  I confels myfelf too little of a Lawyer 
10 pronoMncc. I only know, that the Acc'rjitance of the Sovcrvigiuy of Benaies, &c. is not ac- 
knowledted or admitted by any A d  of Parliament; and yec, by the particular Interference 
ol' the iVlajority o f the Council, the Company is clearly and indifputably leizeJ o f that So­
vereignty. That if, therefore, the Sovereignty ol Benares, as ceded to us by the Vizier, have 
<J7A' Rigbti whatever annexed to it (and be not a mere empty Word without Meaning) thule Rights 
nimi Ik U,ch as are heUI, countenanced, and cilabliflied by the Law, Cuftom, and Ufage o i the 
M.)()ul F.mpirc, and not by the Provifions o f any Britilh Adi o f Parliament, hitherto enaded. 
77'c/c Rights (and none other) I have been the involuntary Inftrument ot enfardng. And if any 
futurr Act (>f Pailiarnc^nt (hall pofitively, or by Implication, tend to annihilate thofe very Rights, 
or thr ir Exertion, as 1 have exerted them, I much fear, that the boa(l%d Sovereignty o f Betwes, 
which was held up us an At^quifition almoft Obtruded upon the Cot)ipany, againft: my Confent and 
Opinion (f ir 1 acknowledge that, tven then, I forel'aw many Difficulties and InconvenieiKcs in ita 
ii.nure Exrrcil'e), I fear, 1 fay, that this Sovereignty will be found a Burthen inftcad o f  a Benefit; 
n heavy Cleg rather than a precious (iem to its prefcnt Poflcffors. I mean, unlefs the W liolc of 
our 'l e’ ritury in that Qiiartcr Ihall be rounded and made an uniform compadl: Body, by One grand 
and lyftcmatio Arrangement; fuch an Arrangement as fliall do away all the Michiefis, Doubts, and 
Inconveniences (both to the Governors and the Governed) arifing from the Variety o f Tenures, 
Rights, and Claims in all Cafes o f  Landed Property and Feudal Jurifdi£tion in India j from 
the Informality, Invalidity, and Inftability of all Engagements in fo divided and unfettkd a State 
o f Society; and from the unavoidable Anarchy and Confufion o f different Laws, Religions, and 
Prejudices, moral, civil, and political, all jumbled together in One unnatural and difcordant 
Mafs. Every Part of Hindoftan has been conftantly expoied to thefc and-fimilar Difadvantages 
ever fince the Mahomedan Conquefts. The Hindoos, who never incorporated with their Con­
querors, were kept in Order only by the ftrong Hand of Power, T he conftant Neceflicy o f fimi- 
lar Exertions would increafc at once their Energy and Extent, fo that Rebellion itfelf is the Parent 
and Promoter of Del'potifm.

“  Sovereignty in India implies nothing clfe; for I know nt>t how we can form an EilinMte o f  tu 
Powers but from its vifible Effe<a8--and thofe arc every where the fame, frotn Cabool to Affam. 
The whole Hiftory o f Afia is nothing more thun Prtctdmls to prove the Exercife o f
arbitrary Power. T o  all this I ftrongly alluded in the Minutes I delivered iii CW ocil, wlwti the 
'J reaty with the new Vizier was on Foot in 1775 j and I  wifhed to makts fcbiiyt Sing ihdepcttdcnt* 
bccaule in India Dependame included a Thoufand Evils* many o f which Iemimer|te^^
Time, and they are entered in the 9th Claufe o f the Firft Sedion o f  tlis  J
Powers -with wbicb an M ian Sovereignty is armedt ^  Bankers to
1 knew, that from the Hiftory o f Aii«, and from the very Nature o f  the Sti^ei^  6 f a
delpotic Empire are always vigilant for the Moment to rebel, and tht l^ !^ ^  
rebellious Intentions. A  Zemindar is an Indian Subje£t, and as the d b i^ o n  Lot
o f  his Fellows. ** t ie  mean and dî reved State of a jpwrf way
pendonee febove-mentioned on a delpcdc Government— -this vcij^ ProheiKffi ifco 1 ^  off 
gunc^, and this very Expofurc to continual tJtogsr from hiiSwrcreigri^s Jeoioofy, which W 'i t o -

5 iequent

( 28 )



fequent on the Political State of Hindoftanic Governments. Bulwant Sing if he had been, am] 
Cheyt Sing as long as he was, a Zemindar, ftooci exactly in this “  mean and depraved Slate," by the 
Confiitution of his Country, /did not maiie it tor him, but would have I’ccurcd him from it. Thofe 
who made him a Zemindar entailed upon him the Confequcnces of fo mean and depraved a Tenure. 
A lly  Verdy Khaun and Coflim A lly _fined all their Zemindars, on the Neccffities o f  W ar, and on 
every Pretence, cither o f Court NccefTuy, or Court Extravagance.

“  1 have but few Words to alledge in my own Behalf on the Depofitions, Affidavits, and other 
Teflimonics annexed to my Narrative. Every Man will (ee tiiat in fo fingular a Situation 1 could 
do no otherwife. I f  the Means I m.idc ufc of were the bejl in my Power, 1 ftand acquitted o f Nc- 
gledl or ill Intention. The Perfons who have given their i'cveral 'I cdimonics on the: Occalion were 
not feledled for the Purpofe hy me, but are fuch as were on the Spot, and who owed their Knowledge 
o f the 'rranfafti04>s either to aftual Infpedtion, or to fharing a Part of the coniir.on Difficulties: 
How fuch o f the Evidcncc as was atteftcd upon Oath could be “  not jit or decent to he taken by a 
“  Britijh Magiftrate, or to be tranfmitted to a Britifi Ciovertment,”  I am Hill at a Lois to comprehend.
I have always thought that an Affidavit might be fworn to before any of His Majejly's JuJiices of the 
Peace, whetiier in or out o f the particular and local Juriidiftion of that M.igiftnue. Britilh Suhjeds 
could certainly fwear with Propriety before no other Perfon whatever, while luch a Magillnuc was on 
the Spot; and if I had neglefted this Precaution, I cannot doubt but it would have been converted 
into a much more formidable Charge againft me, “  that, with every Opportunity for coiiiplratly 
“  vindicating all the Steps I had taken in this Affair, I had moil Jhameftdly, and fraudulently, and 
“  unjujlifiably omitted to have the feveral CircumRances detailed in Writing and upon Oath, 
”  although One of His Majeflfs JuJiices was upon the Spot at the Time." In a Matter of mere Affi­
davit (no Trial in a Court of J uilice then pentiinp) 1 never have heard that it was uluui, or ex- 
pc(5led or neceffary to have a Perfon prelent “  to objeft to the Corupetcme or Cretiibility, or Ke- 
“  levency of the Affidavit.”  T o  the Admiflion of fuch OhjeUions, a Jullice of Peace, out of h'ts 
/om/Jurifdiftion, is certainly not competent: It alters the very Nature of the l-'unftion ; and would 
conrtitute a Judicial Procefs between Tsvo Parties, before a Jud'^e who hold;, no Court, and to 
whom ncitiier Party is amenable. But rhelc arc Sophillrics totally iinconnctled with the main 
Qiieftion. I deemed Cheyc Sing a AV/'t/ and a Traitor ■, I accordingly rejedcd his Subriiinions, 
and expelled him from his Zemindary. The AHiclavits arc meant as Proofs of his Rebellion for 
the Satisfaftion of others : My own Convii'lion wanted no fuch Aflilbuice j nor would any Objections 
he could have made cwcx iH'iokc a Tittle o f my Opinion. My Superiors, the Court of Direc tors, in 
their Letter to Bengal of the 28th January 1784, have faid, “ After the R<fiitancc which the 
“  Rajah had made, no Countenance could be confjlcntly Jhewn him •, nor v.’.is ariy Meafure for his 
“  Reftoration every propofed.”  To them, thcrelurc, and to thetr Senfe of the Rajah’s Guilt, I 
may appeal for the Propriety o f tranftnitting thole Tellimonies. It was a Mals of Evidence, which 
on the Whole proved the Sufficiency o f the Grounds on which I have aded.

“ P A R T  IV th . and Vth.’

“  1 A M  here accufed of having cnufed a Second, and then a T h i r d Revolution in B e n a r e s T h a t  
is, the Removal o f a Colledlor or Receiver General of tlie I'rovince is put on t!ie Fuotuig of a 
Difpoflefnon of the immediate Landholder and Zemindar-, wiiitli amounts nearly to afrciiing, 
that the DifmifTion of a Miniftry in this Country is complete a Revolution as the Abihtation of 
James the Second. The Expulfion of Cheyt Sing was indifputably a “  RevulutiDn.*’ 1 have always 
called it fo. The fubfequent Arrangements were mere internal Corrc6Hons of a .SylU-m which E x­
periment proved to be impcrfedV. When a new Syftem was to be formed with the .SuccefHjr of 
Cheyt Sing (who, not being his Heir, had no Claim of Right) 1 lav/ no Objc^Uon to making the 
Company’s Interefts my firft Principle o f Adinn. ’J'hc eafy Accumulation i f  too much Wiahh 
had been Cheyt Sing’s Ruin ; it had buoyed him up with extrav.'jgant and ill ioundeil, Notions of 
Independence, whicn I very much wiflied to dilcourage in the future Rajaii. Sonic Part there­
fore of the fupcrabundant Produce o f the Country I turned into the Coffers of the Sovereign, by 
an Augmentation of the Tribute. T o  the Mint, and the Exercifc o f Crimiuul JulUce, we wt-ie 
exclufiveiy entitled by the very A ll of Ceffion from the Vizier \ and they were both given u[) to Cheyt 
Sing as a Matter o f Perfonal Favour only : '1‘hat we had not given uj) to him the Right as well as 
the Funtlion, is proved by the Paragraph above quoted, where an arbitrary Penalty, and atlual 

arc denounced againft him for the very ftriV Abafement o f Coin, by the Authority of 
the Council, without my Participation in the Adt. Thcfe I'wo, therefore, I rekirned, from Lon- 
vidion o f it’s being proper and neccffary fo to do. The One is held by the Britilh Relitient, nomi­
nated and appointed by the Company, Mr, Fowke, by whom I believe it to have been moll ho­
nourably conducted i the I entruftcd, with fomc new and neceffary Modifications, to a Ma- 
homniedan o f the firft Abilities in India, and of the njoft unimpeachable Integrity ; under whofe 
A 4 tnirtiftr«tion Tranquillity, good Order, and Security have taken Place in a J)egrec never before 
expericoccd in Benares. The Inhabitants have greatly increafed fince that Period, and upwards of 
3,50b (its he informs me in a le tter I have lately received from him) have been added to
the City. TTto ob Mifunderftanding, I muft obferve, that the Adminillrator ol Criminal Jullice 
in BenaresJias always i>een o f the Mahornrocdan Religion, ami was always appointed by Sluijah ud
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Dowlah himfelf to the Day o f his Death. O f  the Events fubfequcnt to Cheyt Sing’s Expulfion, I 
' conceivc a very flight Account to be fufficient. I fettled the Affairs o f the Zemindary at that Period 
with as much Care and Circumfpeftion as the Shortnefs of the Time, and the Variety o f my Em­
ployments, would permit. It happened (for which I was by no Means blameable) that thfc PerfOns 
in whom I entrufted the executive Powers o f the Zemindary, and whoni I chofe bccaufe they were 
the nearefl Relations to the Rajah, were inadequate to the Duty. I had Reafon to doubt their In­
tegrity as well as Capacity, and therefore I caufed them to be removed. A  Second Experiment 
proved equally unfatisfadory, and from the fame Caufes. I was therefore reduced to exert the 
fame Remedy; but during thefe neceflary, and by no Means extraerJinaiy, Changes of Minidry, 
the Rajah himfelf and his People were in perfeft Security : The very Removal of the effbctive Ad- 
miniftrator, on his opprefTive Conduft and Official Peculation, has operated on the Minds o f the 
Inhabitants very greatly in Favour o f Britiili Integrity aftd good Government. , l t  is a Faft, and 
1 can adduce very many Gentlemen now in London to confirm my Aflertion, that the Countries o f 
Benares and Gauzipoor were never, within the Memory o f Englifhmen, fo well protedicd, fo peace­
ably governed, or more induftrioufly cultivated, than at the prefent Moment: And as for the City 
o f  Benares, 1 appeal to the Letters which have been lately received from Ma4.ajcc ItJcindia, by His 
Majefty and the Ball India Company, and which were written Months after my Departure, to 
prove, that my Regulations had not only contributed greatly to the Peace and good Order o f that 
City, but had extended the Credit and Reputation o f  the Englifti Gbvcrnment to every Part oI 
Indoftan and Deccan.



D i e  M o r t i s y  1 6 °  F e h r u a r i i  1 7 8 8 .

T h e  L ord s being in  their Places, the H ou fe refumed, the u fu al Pfoclam ationa 
made, and the D efendant appearing at the B ar, the L ord  C h an cellor acquainted 

the M anagers for the C om m on s that they m ight proceed w ith their Evidence.
T h e  M anagers for the C om m ons inform ed the H oufe tliat they (hould b ^ in  w ith  what 

they left unfinifhed Y efterday, and firft produce tlie F orm  o f  the C om m lifion to  form er 
P refidents o f  the C o u n cil a t Bengal. T h a t  upon Inquiry they found that G overn or 
C a rtier, whq^m m ediately preceded M r. H aftin gs as P icfident of the C ou n cil at Bengal, 
had n o  C om m iffion as Prefident, but was appointed to that O ffice in the fame M anner 
M r . H aftings h im felf w as: T herefore they w ould produce the C om m iflion to M r. V e* 
relft, w h o  w as the im m ediate Predecefi'or o f  M r. Cartier, and alfo the immediate 
Succeffor o f  L ord  C live , the latter o f  w h om  had been appointed by a ftmilar C o m - 
m iffion w ith  that n o w  about to be produced.

F o r  this Purpofe they called M r. R O B E R T  H U D S O N , w h o produced a Book, 
intituled, ** B engal D ifpatches j ”  w h ich  being delivered in , the fo llo w in g  E xtracts 
from  it were read by the C lerk , v iz. Paragrapl) 7 . o f  the C o m p an y ’s G eneral L etter 
to  Bengal, dated la th  January 176 8 , Page 38B o f  the faid B ook— alfo the C om pan y's 
C om m iflion, conftituting H arry V crelft E fq. Prefident and G overn or o f  F o rt  W illia m , 
P age 394 o f  the faid B o o k ; and the fame are as fo llo w  :

“  Our Prefident and Council at Fort William 12th J.inuary 1768.
in Bengal. Sent per Dutton,

(juecn,
Ankcrwyke.

7. “  By the Ship Dutton we fend a CommifHon under the Company’s Seal j and an attcftcd 
Copy thereof in the Queen’s Packer, conftituting and appointing the Prefident and Governor and 
the reft o f the Council at our Prefidcncy of Fort W il iam in Bengal, in the Order and in vh« 
Manner they are hereunder direded and defcribed, viz.

Harry Verelft Efquire, - - - Prefident and Governor.
John Cartier Efquire, - - Second in Council, and to fucceed to the Get-

vernmcnt in cafc o f a V&eancy therein, by the 
Deceafc, or othq-ways, o f Mr. Verelft.

Colonel Richard Smith, . . .  Third, but not at any Tim e to rife higher in
the faid Council than Third.

M r. Francis Sykes, - - Fourth.
M r, Richard Becher, - • - Fifth.
M r. James Alexander, - - - Sixth.
M r. Claud RuflTcll, - . . .  Seventh.
M r. Thomas Rumbold, . . .  Eighth.
M r. William Aldcrl'cy, . . . .  Ninth.
M r. Thomas Kcllall,, - - - Tenth.
Mr. Charles Floycr, - . . .  Eleventh.
Mr. Alexander Campbell, . . .  Twelfth, and laft of the faid Council.

“  12th January 1768.
Per Dutton,

Queen,
Ankerwyke*

“  The United Company of Merchants o f England trading to the Eaft Indies, to all to whorrt 
thefe Prefents (hall come, fend, greeting. Know ye that the faid United Company, repofing efpecial 
Truft and Confidence in the Fidelitsy, Prudence, Juftice, and Circumfpcdion, o f Harry Verelft 
Efquire, have made, conftituted, and ordained, and, by thefe Prefents, do make, conftitute, and 
ordaiin the faid Harry Verelft Efquire to be Prefident and Governor o f  and for all the faid Coinpa- 
ny’s Affairs in the Bay of Benga, and other the Places and Provinces thereunto belonging in the
iU(t Indies, and alfo to be our Governor and Commander in Chief o f  our Fort William in tlie

o f  Bengal, and all the Towns and Territories thereunto belonging, and o f all and Angular 
^  Forts, F a ir ie s ,  and Settlements, Lands, Territories, Countries, and Jurifdi^lions, belong­
ing to uj^ithfn the Subahfliip o f  Bengal, and o f all the Forces which now are, or hereafter may 
or fhall iteinp loyed  for the Service o f the iaid United Company, in the faid Forts, Tpwns, and 
Places, to execute all and every the Powers and Authorities thereunto appertaining, by Order 
and DiredKMi o f  the Court o f  DireSorj o f the fakl United Company for the Time being, and to 
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continue in the Excrcifc o f the fame during our snd their Pleafurc, and until the contrary thereof 
iliall be fignificd, under the Seal of the faid United Company of Merchants o f England trading 
to the Eaft Indies, or under the HantI# o f Thirteen or more o f the Court of Direftors of the faid 
Company for tlic Time being. And to the End the faid Harry VereUV may be better enabled to 
order and managf! all the Affairs o f the faid United Company, we do, by thefe Prefents, confti* 
tute and ordain John Cartier Efquire to be Second of our Council of Fort William, next after 
our laid Prcfidcnc Harry Verelft ; Colonel Richard Smith to l>e and continue Third of our faid 
Council, and not to rife to a fuperior Rank therein ; Mr. Francis Sykes to be Fourth, Mr. Richard 
Bechc-r to be Fifth, Mr. James Alexander to be Sixth, Mr. Claud Rufll'Il to be Seventh, Mr. Tho­
mas Rumbold to be Eighth, Mr. William A ld erievto  be Ninth, Mr. Thomas Kellall to be 
Tenth, Mr. Charles Floyer to be Eleventh, and Mr. Alexander Campbell to be Twellth, and laft 
of our laid Council o f Fort William, for governing and managing all the faid Comrj)any’s Affairs 
in Bengal, and the Places and Provinces belonging to us as aforelaid ; and we do herej;y give and 
grant unto our laid Prefident and (iovcrnor Harry Verellf, and to our Council aforenamed, or the 
major Part of them (the Council being duly funimoned), full Power and Authority from Time to 
I ’imc, to rule and govern all and every our Fadors and Servants under the faid Prelidency, and all 
the Soldiers and Inhabitants of our faid Fort William, and all the Towns and 'I'erritories there­
unto belonging, and of all and fingular the Forts, Faftories, and Settlements, Lands, Territo­
ries, Countries and Jurildii-Hions belonging to us within the Subahfliip o f B'.ngal, to adminifler 
lawful Oaths as Occafion iliail require, and to do and perform all fuch other Adts and Thing*, 
and to ufe and exercill- all fuch other Powers and Authorities as the laid Prefident and Governor, 
and his Council, in t/ieir Icveral and rclpeitive Places, where the laid United Company have or 
/hall have Factors, or any Places of 'I'rade, are authorii'ed to do, according to lucli Inflrudtions 
and Directions as the faid Harry Verelft, our Prefident and Governor, and Council aforefaid, 
lliall, from Time to Time, receive, under the Hands of 'f hirtcen or more of the Court of Di- 
redors of ihe faid United Company for the Time beinĝ . And we the laid United Company 
hereby order and require all our Faftors, Servants, Officers and Soldiers within the Limits o f the 
faid Prefidency, and all the People and Inhabitants of the faid Fort William, and all the Towns 
and Territories thereunto belonging, to conform, fuhmit and yield due Obedience unto him the /aid 
Harry Vereljl, our faid Prefident and Governor, and his Council accordingly. And forafmuch as 
it is altogether necclfary, that in cafe of the Death or Removal o f the laid Harry Verelft, our 
Prefidency ftiould be provided for the Defencc and Government thereof, we do therefore, by 
thefe Preleni;s, ordain and appoint, that in fuch Cafe the faid John Cartier 1< fquire lhall imme­
diately be and fucceed in the Place and Charge of I’ refident and Governor of Fort William aforc- 
faid j and, i i calc o f his Death or Removal, the next in Degree o f Council below tlie liiid Colo­
nel Richard Smith fliall fucceed in the faid Prefidency and Government, in as full and ample Man­
ner, and w i t a s  large and ample Powers, Privileges, and Authorities, as are hereby granted unto 
the faid Harry Verelft, until our further Pleafure be known therein. And we do hereby revoke, 
fcpeal, annul, and make void, every former CommifTion or Commiflions, given and granted by 
us, whereby any other Perlbn or Perfons was and were conllituted and ordained PrclKlent and 
Ciovcrnor, and any other Perlbns therein named were conllituted and ordained to be of the Qoim- 
cil at Fort William aforefaid. In Witnefs wiiereof, we the faid United Company have caufcd our 
common Seal to be affixed to thel'e Prelisnts the I'weltth Day of January, in the Eighth Year o f 
the Heign o f his M oll Extellent Majefly George the Third, by the Grace o f God, o f Great Bri­
tain, France and Ireland, King, Detender of the Faith, and fo forth, and in the Year o f our 
Lord One thousand feven hundred and fixty-eight.
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Signed by Order o f  the Court o f Diredors of tlie faid United Company.
Rob. James, Secretary.

T o  prove that the C o u n try  o f  B u lw an t Sing w as alw ays reckoned a Z cm in d ary, 
th a t B u lw an t Sing w as confideicd as a  Zem indai;, and that he held and enjoyed the 
iam c th rou gh  Shujah ul D o w lah , N ab ob  ■ o f  O ude, and V iz ier  o f  the M o g u l E m -

*  V i d e  I f t  P a r .  pirC* 
o f  I t ic  I ft A t' 

t i d e  o f  t h e

ch '̂c. 'December 1764.
tide of the Wimefs was direCted to produce the Bengal Secret Confultations of the 6tli

T h e  M -^naiers fo r  the C om m on s actiuainted the H o u fe , Thiait it m ig h t  tend to  
E lucidation , i f  they ftated, th at abo u t this T im e , nam ely, th e  latter E n d  o f  th e  
Y e a r  176 4 , a P ro je ft  was form ed fo f  obtaining the Sovereignly iSiSv̂ r Bttlw ant S in g  fo r  

the C om pany ; w h ich  P r d e ^ , how ever, w as given up , and the Sovereign 
fihujah u l D ovvlah, the w m c joot being transferred to  the 
a fter, v iz . in  the Y e a r  * 7 7 1 . ^

T h e n  the M o w i n g  E x tr a ft  ir o m  the C o n M ta rio n , # 1  
b y  th e  C le rk , and is as A l l o w s :
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Fort William, 6th Dcccmbcr 17644 
A t a Confultation j Prcl'cnt,

The Honourable John Spcnccr Efquire, Prcfidcnt i 
Charks Stafibrd Playdcll Elquirc,
Warren Haftiiigs Efquire,
John Johnllonc Efquire,
Samuel Middlecon Efquire,
Ralph Lcycellcr Efquire,
John Burdctt Efquire.

The Book o f Standing Orders on the Tabic.
«* The Confultation o f the i6th ultimô  being wrote fair, was now read, and approved.
“  Mr, Vanfijtart liavingfince our lad Meeting ennbarked for Europe, and Mr. Spencer received 

from him the .Cliarge o f tnc Government, he now takes his Scat as Prefidcnt of the Council, after 
having the Oath of Office adminiftcred to him.

“  Received the following Letter from the Commander in Chief of the Army.

“  T o  the Honourable Henry Vanfittart Efquire, Prefident and Governor, & c. Council o f
Eort W illibn.

Gentlemen,
** Before my Arrival here, Bulwant Sing wrote me a Letter, oficring his Services, and that he 

would pay the licveoties o f  the Country regulsriy, the fame as he did to the Vizier. I defired 
to fee bim;> but he would not conic, wnlei* 1 fent him Article* % ncd, which f d id ; ktrow- 
ing well thit tf I left him in our Rear with 15 or ao,ooo Horfc which he has» he would prtvent 
o u r  G r a in  from coming to us, and every Thing elle, did the Army march to lliabadj notwith- 
Handing be did not come, but put me otf from Day to Day, wiiich made me fend Munier DowU 
from the King to him, and alio Captain Stables from myfcU. And now that he finds the King 
is under our IVoceibon, and that no Peacc is to be nude with the Vizier, he has began to crols 
his I'roops to this Side, and has promiled to be with me rhc Day after I'o-morrow, and pro­
ceed, whenever I pleafe, with the DeucJimcnt that is to take Chinargur. H e has flopped Grain 
going to that Fort, and has ordered his People to feize fuch of the Vizier’s Troops as they may 
meet with in the Country. As the King wilhcd fo much for this Man’s joining us, I (h»ll look 
upon it a lucky Circumftaace if he keeps his Word j for, if I was obliged to drive him out o f 
the Country, it would take up a- great deal o f Tim e, having the Ganges to crofs again 4 at\d 
1 neither could fet about wking Chinargur, or march to Hiabad, till that was done, for the Rea- 
ibns already mentioned j befides this, tlieic arc very few i^opk in the Country who had any ’Appoint- 
menu, but fuch as have been turned out formerly by Bulwant Sing, and have no Weight in the 
Country or Troops at Command j ib that the Confequcnce o f putting any o f  them as Phoufdars 
or Jemadars to colled the Revenues, and aflift the King againft any o f his Enemies, would be 
keeping the Army here I don’ t know how long, and would require,’ at all Times, a ftronger 
Detachment of the Troops remaining in tlie Country than you would choole, or would, in all Pro­
bability, be convenient for the Honourable Company to keep up. Upon my receiving your L e t­
ters of*̂  the 6th current, I waited on the King, who is very happy at his prcfent Profped, and 
will do any Thing we pleafe to prefcribe to him. H e has wrote you Letters which I now fend, 
and were wrote before he knew o f your Intentions towards hun, as was alfo the enclofed Paper, 
which he defired me to forward to Calcutta, and have been by me for fome Days, waiting till I 
would reccive a Letter from the Board, by which you will find his Propofals, in a great Meafure, 
agree with your Inclinations. 1 moved our Camp Three Cofs Yefterday, fo as to be in Front 
01 the King’s Encampment, and between him and Iliabad. H e is to write immediately 
to the ChicK o f the Rohillas, and all his Friends, not to join the Vizier and aflures, that if he 
once got Benibahadre and Bulwandfing to come in, the Vizier would leave the Country imme­
diately, and never make any Head again j and, at any Rate, if once we got Iliabad, and take 
Chinargar Fort, he will be anfwerable foon after to difpoficfs the Vizier o f all the Reft of this 
Country. I am convin<;cd, from what I have feen and heard, the Vizier will not agree to your 
Demands, and mutt be drove out o f  the Pofleflion o f his Country. The Methods you nropof# 
for doing of it arc undoubtedly the beft could be thought of, and what muft, I think, lucc eed. 
I fliall therefore, before my Departure from the Army, which I propofe, with your Confent, fhall 
be the Beginniiw of January, i(o as to go home with the 'Detachment o f  the Eighty-ninth on the 
February Ship Captain (Maitland), do my utmoft to kave Affairs here in the followmg Situation» 
how foon a Bpat from I'atna arrives with Stores, which I exped daily, I will fend a proper De­
tachment from t ^  Army to take Chinargur, and when it is taken, lhall put a pro{)cr Garrifoa o f  
the Troops in it. I am to write to Mr. Billers this Night to fend Grain up for the Army, which 
I intend to lodge in that Fort. In a few Days hence, after I have waited on the King, 1 lhall

Eroclait^ him Superior aod Poffcflbr o f alVShuja D ow h’s Country, and fend Letters jom tly with 
im t»4H ,the between thii and Delly, acquainting with it, and defiring they will pay

due to the King, and riot joih Shuja Dowla, but afiift in driving him out o f the Coun­
try. | | t ^ * b r c  this it d ^ e , 1 Oiall u k e  care to have it from under the King’s Hand* that he 
hoMi from the Englith •, thftt he will agree to whatever the Governor and Council of
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Culcutta will prcfcriljc to him ; and pay the Honourable Company yearly fiich Part o f the Reve- 
‘fiucs o f the Country, as the Prefidency o f Fort William will defirc. I will then procecd to Iliabad 
with the Army, taking carc that we (hall, on the March, be properly fupplied with Provifions; 
and tliat our Boats can procecd up alfo : And, after being in Pofleffion o f  that Place, I think the 
Troops fhould go ho further; nor do I imagine there will be any Occafion for it. I would re­
commend leaving a ftrong Detachment of the Troops at Iliabad, till the Army is properly efta- 
blifhed, and that Shuja Dowla has no more Power or Country % and afterwards leave always with 
the King a linall Detachment as he defires, and to be at his Expence, which he alfo propofcd. 
This, Gentlemen, is the Situation I intend to leave Affairs in when I take my Departure from 
the Army, if my Time will permit o f it i and wi(h it may meet with your Concurrence and A p ­
probation.

“  I am, with Efteem,
Gentlemen,

“  Camp at Banarafs, Your moft obedient,
the 22(1 Nov. j 764. Humble Servant,

Heftor Munro.’*

** Read the Tranflations o f  Paper of Propofals from the King, enclofed therein, as follow s:
“  If this Country is to be kept, put me in PofTcflion o f it, and leave a fmall Detachment of

the Troops with me, to fhew that I am procedied by the Englifli, and they (hail Iw at my
Expence, that if any Enemy come any 'J'ime againll me, I will make fuch Conneftions in the 
Country, that, with my own 'I'roops and the aforenKntioned fmall Detachment, defend the 
Country without any further AfTiftancefrom theEnglifh, and I will pay them o f the Revenues o f the 
Country what Sum they fliall demand yearly. I f  the Englifli will, contrary to their Intereft, make 
Pcace with the Vizier, 1 will go to Delli, for I cannot think o f returning again into the Hands o f a 
Man who has ufed me fo ill. I have no Friends I depend on more than the Englilh } their former 
Behaviour to me will make me ever refpeft and regard them. Now is thrir 'l ime to be in 
Poflefllon o f a Country abounding with Riches and Treafure. I fhall be fatisfied with whatever 
Share they plcafe of it. The Kohillas H. H . were always Enemies to the imperious Vizier i 
they arc all my TViends,”

“  Read alfo Tranflations o f the King’s Letters enclofed, to the Prefident, the Council, Major 
Carnac, the Nabob, and Shitabroy, reprefenting in general that Shuja Dowla has met with the 
juft Punifliment of his Perfidy and Difobedience o f his Commands •, that conformably to our 
Advice and Letters which he received after the Defeat from M.ijor Munro, he (eparatcd himtelf 
from him, and remained at Benaris, .-ind urging us to eftablilh ourfelves and him in the Pofleflion 
o f  Shuja Dowla’s Country,

“  Order<;d thefe Letters to be entered on the Books o f Country Correfpondence.
“  And having now maturely confidered the Contents o f the Whole j 
“  Agreed wc write the following Letter in Anlwer to the Commander in Chief,

“  T o  Major H cftor Munro, Commander in Chief o f the Army.
“  Sir,
W e have received your Letter o f the 2zd ultimô  with the feveral Papers encloled, and, 

having mafturely confidered the Contents o f the Whole, we are now to give you our Senti­
ments and Inftrudlions thereupon.

“  We arc txtremely glad to find the King has joined you, and approve of the Plan which 
you have laid down for eftablifliing him in the PoflelTion o f Shuja Dowla’s Country, to which 
we are reduced by Shuja Dowla’ s having again refufed a Compliance with our Terms, and the 
King’s having in Confequcnce received our Protefkion. W c do not however mean to enter into 
any Connexions which would engage us further than fixing the King as aforefaid •, and altho’, 
for the Completion o f this Object, wc wifli not to be carried to a greater Diftance than Iliabad, 
yet wc cannot prefcribe that Place as the utmoft Limit to which the Army ftiall advance, as 
Circumftances may polTibly intervene to render your proceeding further neceilary.

“  As to the King’s Requeft for having a fmall Dctachment of our f'brces ftationed with 
him, we fliall be better able to judge o f the Neceflity or Piopriety o f fuch a Meafure, when 
he is entirely efl:abliflied in thefe Poflieinons, and wc know the State of his owt̂  Army.

[ “  With regard to Bulwant Sing, we flia;ll adhere to the Terms which you may have thought 
“  it neccflary to make with him j but it is <>ur View, fo far as it can be done confidently with 
“  your Engagements, to have the Power and Authority over this Rajah and his Zemindarries,
“  veiled in the Company by Sunnuds from the King, holding therti linger him vtrkh the fame 
“  Rights, and in as full a Manner, as enjosyed by Shuja Dowla > and that th© whole Rents fo 
“  coUefted (hall be appropriated for the Ujlc o f  the Company, and «rro«eW from

« the King’s RevtnfucsCV’J ^
“  This, you will obferve, will extend the Limits beyond thofe mentioned in .our laft o f Bc- 

naria and ChinargUr: The Trii£t o f  Couiitry including t^ofe Placet ««s icc>nitdeftd as a CelHon
. «» ■

— ------s-------^ ......... ........... -̂----------------------------.y...':. 'liW,.. ......... ....
' {■) For the Purpfe of flftore diftinflly marking the Concluikm (Of the Matter particulariy 

Managers for the Commont, it has been tfaougitt proper to add a Hand poiating to the in v e rt  B n c to ji  mu*'
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to be made by Shuja Dowla on our acceding to a Pcace with him} but wlut wc now mean to 
require for the Company, wc demand as a Conqueft to be fecured to them from being obligcti m 
continue the War, and as fome Recompence for the Hazard ihcir Property has been and nwy be 
expoied to in the Courfc o f it.

“  W ith regard to the other Parts o f Shuja Dowla’s Country, as the King has been declared 
Supreme, he will o f courle take Foflelfion, and colled the Revenues thereof; but as his Autho­
rity becomes eftablifhed, we think it proper to demand, that fuch Proportions o f  tlicm as his 
NecefTities will permit, Ihould be app ied to affift in defraying tlie Expences o f the W ar; and 
when he is in full Pofleflion, wc fhall cxpeft to have the Whole leimixirred us.

“  In the mean Time, as the King, in fome o f his Letters, expreflcs great Dillrt'ls for Money, 
and as his Colleflions may not for fome Time come in, we pt-cmir, fhotild he appily for it, that 
yau advance him fuch Sums as his Exigencies may ablblutcly require, taking proper Caic not to 
expofe yourfelf*to any want for the Payment o f our own A rm y; by this, however, wc only 
mean to contribute to the Support of his Dignity, by advancing for the ncctffary Expences of his 
Houfehold, and not to take upon ourfelves the Burthen of maintaining the I'roops which he 
may raifc; and we truft to your Dilcretion, as you know our Relburces, for not engaging us in 
too heavy an Expence.

“  A s the King intimates, that when we have once put him in Poflt-fllon, he fliall bt* able to 
maintain himfelf with very little Affiftance from u s ; we dcfire you will inform yourfelf, as well 
from the King himfelf, as from his Officers, what Views he has, in this Refpc^t, and what 
Profpefts of forming Connedions, that Ihall anfwer fuch Expedlations,

“  T o  avoid giving any Umbrage or Jealoufy o f our Power to the King, or the Nobles o f the 
Empire, we would nave every Thing done under the Sandion o f his Authority, and that wc 
may appear as holding our Acquifuions from him, and ading, in the War, under his Authority, 
in fupporting his Rights, and not he as holding thofc Rights from us.

“  The Paper from the King, which you mention to have inclofed, was not received with 
your Letter, only a Tranflation o f it. W e defirc, therefore, you will fend us the Original, or 
an exad Perfian Copy, and obl'erve this Method in future.

“  W ith relped to the Agreements entered into by the Inhabitants of Benaris for the Ranlbm 
o f the City, wc are glad that fuch an Opportunity has offered o f obtaining a Reward to tlie 
Arm y for the very ngnal Service which they have rendered the Company, as well as a Com- 
penfation for the Lofs which they fullained o f their Baggage in the Adion of the 23d o f  O do- 
ber*, nor can we have any Objedion to it in this particular Occafion -, but as we would confidtr 
the Country, not as a Conqueft, but belonging to the King, whom wc have engaged to flip jw t 
againft the common Enemy, no future Confidcrations of this kind Ihould be demanded from the 
Inhabitants^ or expedcd by the Army, but every Care taken to conciliate the Affedions o f the 
People.

“  W c have caufed the Articles which we mean the King (hould accede to, to be drawn up in 
proper Form, in the Perfian Language, and wc now enclofe them,, together with an Englifli 
Copy, for your Information, defiring you will prcfent them to him for their being executed ■, in 
cafe he Ihould not have already agreed to them on Mr. Marriott’s Arrival, we have defired him 
to co-operatc with you in engaging his Majefty to a Compliance with them.

“  In Anfwer to the Intention, which you intimate, of quitting the Army with the Detachment 
o f  the 89th Regiment in order to embark for Europe j we can only fay, that we muft rcqueft 
the Continuance of your Services, a.s long as the Sealbn, and your Orders from his Majefty, will 
poflibly permit o f  your remaining with the Army.

“  The Delivery up o f  Meer Cofllm Sombre, and the Deferters, has always been a principal 
O bjed with us, and we muft requeft that you will make it a Point with the King, that he will 
jointly with you ufe his utmoft Endeavours for fecuring their Perfons, and bringing them to 
the juft Puniflhment o f their atrocious Behaviour j and that his Majefty will, on no Account, 
confent to the granting them any Protedion throughout his Dominions, but publicly declarc 
them outlawed.

“  W e have appointed Mr. George Vanfittart to proceed up to the Army with all Expedition, 
and attend yotli in the Capacity o f Perfian Interpreter.

“  P. 5. T h e  Prefident has wrote a Letter to the King, in Anfwer to thofc received 
from him, which you will receive herewith, together with an Englilh Copy for 
your Information.”

“  The Articles mentioned in the foregoing Letter to be executed by the King.
[“  In confideration of the Affiftancc and Fidelity o f the Enalilh Company, which has freed Hi 

from the Inconveniencies wc laboured under, and ttrcngthencd the Foundations of the Empire 
wbidi C5od has given us, wc have been graciouQy pleaifed to grant to the Englifh Cotiipany our 
royal Favours, according to the following Articles, which fhall remain firm both at prdcnt and in 
f^ure*

A>9 itte £ngli(h Company have been put to great Expence, and their Affairs expofed to Dan­
ger, ■ by th i W ar which the Nabob Shuja ul Dowiah unjuftly, and contrary to our royal Pleafure, 
waged «gtiiiill them, wc have therefore affigned to them the Country o f Gazypoor, and the rjft o f the 
Zcmindapry o f  Bulwant Sing belonging to the Nizam£it o f the Nabob Shi^a ul Dowla ■, and 
£be Regulation and Gov«^ment thereof, m vc given to their Difpoial in the lame Manner as it

waa
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in the Nabob Shuja iil Dowla’s. The aforcfaid Rajalt having fcrtticd Terms with the Chief* 
o f the Englifh Company, is according thereto to pay the Revenues to the Company, and the 
Amount (hall not belong to the Books o f  the Royal Revenue, but (hall be «*punged from them. 
The Army of the l^nglifli Company having joined our Standard, fhall pat us in Pofleflion of 
iliabad and the red of the Countries belonging to the Nixamut of Shuj« ul DowJah, a»nd the Re­
venues, excepting thofc of R^ah Bulwand’s Zcmindarry, ■fliall be in our entire Managetnent and 
Dilpofal.] ■

As the Englilh Company will be at a further Expence in putting us in PoflefTion of IJiabad, 
and the reU of ti\c Nizamut o f the Nabob Shuja ul Dowlah, we will therefore, as we get Pofleffion, 
grant to them out of our Trealury fuch a Proportion o f the Revenues as the Exigencies o f our 
Aftairs will admit o f ; and when we are put in full PonefTion, we will reimburfe the whole Expences 
o f tiic Conipany in this Bufiners, from the Time of their joining the royal Standar^”

“  Agreed further, that wc write to the Chief and Council at Benaris, advifing*them, for their 
Information and Government, o f our having demanded for the Company all the Rights a«d Jurif- 
diftion over Biilwant Sing’s Country, and encloling them a Copy of the Articles which wc have 
fent to Mojor Mumo to get executed by the King, defiring, if he (hould not have already agreed 
to them whrfn Mr. Marriott arrives, that he will accordingly co-operatc with the Major in en­
gaging his Mnjtlty to a comphance with them.

Signed at the End, J. Spencer.
C . S. Playdell.
R , Leycefter.
John Burdett.*’

T o  prove that R ajah  C h e it S in g, on the D eath  o f  his F ath er B u i w ant S in g, focceedod 
to tlvc faid T erritories, and w as fu lly  invefted w ith  the G overn m en t thereof in  the 
Y e a r  1770 ,

T h e  W itn cfsp tx)d u ced B o ok 4 , intitu led , " B e n g a l T,etters rccciv.ed 2 1 ft  A p r i l j  1769.

J2th A p r il)  1 7 7 1 .”
R ead, Paragraphs 30, 3 1 , 32, and 33, from  a  G eneral L e tte r  o f  the Prefident and 

C o u n cil at F o rt W illiam  in B engal, to  the C ou rt o f  D irc fto rs , dated the 31 ft 
iT j/oi and figned,

Tohn Cartier.
Claude Ruflcll,
Charles Floycr.”

[par* 3«. “  In our Letter o f the i i_th ultimo wc informed you o f {he Death pf Rajah Bulwand 
Sing, and of the Meafurcs >vc were taking wi-th the Nabob Sujah irl Dowlah to induce him to 
fettle the Succcflion of the Zemindarry o f  Benares on the late Rajah’s Son. The N abob iinmedi- 
ately difpatchcd AHagp Cawn as hi; Agent to Benares, in order to open a Negotiation with the 
young Rajuh, which lie in Perfpn had at firft feemed defirou* o f concluding, and accordingly fixed 
a Day tor his Departure from Fayzabad ■, but being prevented from his ^^urpofc by Indilpofition, 
and wiiely judging tiiat the March o f  his Retinue through the Cpuntry might at that Time be 
prt^udidal to tlie new Crop, he defifed Captain Harper, immediately 00 Receipt o f the Prefident's 
l^rtter, to p'occcd as expeditioully as po/fible with his Battalion of Sepoys to Benares, and to be 
prefcnt at the Conferences held between his i^ e n t and the late Rajah's Son- The Demands made 
by the Nabob’s Agent were Twenty Lack* o f  Rupees, as a NazerannaJj, pnd Five L acki per A n­
num, as an Addition to the Sum ftipuU t^ by the Treaty of 1765. T he Terms were however 
finally concluded on the 8th inftant, when the Naa«rant»ah was fettled at 17 Lacks, and the re­
quired lacreafe was reduced to Lacks o f Rupees, Permit us, HpnQUrabie Sirs, to congratu­
late you on fo very happy a Conclufioh o f an Event \re deem highly important to your In- 
tcrcft. '

Par. 3 1 . “  The Vizier's Readinefs in complying with this our earneft Recommendation and Rc- 
queft has afforded us the greateft Satisfaifikion, w«l is a Cjrcumftanije the more jbleafing, as it muft 
give Sn^ngth to the Opimons o f the fcveral Powers in Hindoftan o f  the ftrid Fnendfnip fubfifting 
between the Englifh and him, and his having confidered Captain Harpe:r a i a nciceflary  ̂Witneft to 
the Negotiation carrying on between his Allajge CaWn and the yoijug R^ah Ghait Sing, will 
ferve as a Propf to the w orld , that he meant not to take any Meafwe mi^ht give the
leall Caufc for Sufpicion on our Part. And here we muft expivfs a
Matter being, brought to a (|jeedy IfFue without th«fe Altertatlons ami # 1̂  generally
take place in i ’rcaiics o f this Nature, has beea in great Mei^utc oii4(ig #
Captain Harper.

Par, 32. “  TItc Prcfidcnt was reflue%d to acquaint the Vi*kp wriih thê  Scnfe we
entertain p f the Att^tion he has paM <(» our Ro^m cndatiwi} we cOikidier k  as an
ildditional Proof o f }»is frieodlhipJj

|*ar. ^3. “  Captain llarper ^ orir» us, there wer® the Zein}f){(||M Of
Benares, amongft whorti a Qrat)#)n o f «be lat« who was

6
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ported by the Bramins, becauie bis Mother is the W ifr o f a Bramin, and to whom he gives tl v 
prior Right o f Succefllon, for this Reafon, that Chaic Sing is not the Iflfuc o f Bulwant Sing’s 
W ife, but;of a Ragcport Woman, whom the Rajah took into his Family.— This Matter does not 
feem to be properly underftood by Captain Harper i for when it is eonfidered that by the Tciuns 
o f  cheGcntoo Law$, the Right o f Inheritance is confined to the Iffue of the Male Line, to the 
utter Exclufion o f that of the Female, it is evident, the rretenfions of the Grandlbn can only 
be urged by Bramins, who are ever partial to their own Sedt.”

R ead alfo« from  the fam e B o o k , Paragraph 18, o f  a G eneral Letter from  the Seleft 
C om m ittee  a t B en gal, to  the H on ourable the C o u rt o f  DirefVors, dated F o rt W illia m ,
24th  D cc. 1770 .

s  « N o. I.
“  Received per Duke of Kingfton, 12th July 1771.

Signed,
John Cartier,
Sam. Middleton,
Claude RulTell,
Charles Floyer.

Par. 18. “  With refpeft to the Son and Succeflbr of Bulwand Sing, the Vizier ha?, as we be­
fore informed you, afted agreeably to our Defire. Chaet Sing is now fully inverted with the («’o- 
vernment, to the entire Satisfadlion o f every one, and is eonfidered by the Vizier as holding that 
Country on the faitie Terms as his Father, the Difference in the Revenue excepted. The Whole 
are now fettled at Benares Rupees 22,48,449, 2,50,000 more than were paid by his Father. The 
Vizier exprefled a Defire o f feeing the, young Rajah at the Marriage of his eldell Son Mirza 
A m any; the Rajah, fenfible how much this Mark o f Refjped was due from him at that Time, pro- 
mifed to attend -, but at length excufed himfelf, perhaps by the Advice of his Fathet’is Counleilors, 
who had kept alive the Family Enmity.”

T o  prove the next A llegation  in the firft A rtic le , nam ely, that, in the Y e a r  1 7 7 3 , 
the D efendant w as em powered by the Prcfident and C o u n cil to  renew, on B eh alf o f  
the R ajah  C h eit Sing, the Stipulations form erly made w ith  the V iz ier  in  F avou r o f  
his F ather R ajah  B u lw an t Sin g *  j

T h e  W itn rfs  w as dirc£led4:o produce the Bengal Secret C onfu ltations o f  the 4th  o f  iw rV ’  ̂
O fto b e r  17 7 3 .

T h e  M anagers for the C om m ons being aflced, W h eth er there w as any In ftrum cn t by 
w h ich  the R ajah  C h eit S ing w as invefted w ith  his Zem indarry,

M ad e anfwer, T h a t  i f  any Inftrum cnt o f  that Sort did paft, it was probably in  the 
H ands o f  Shujah iil, D o w la h , or o f  the R ajah  C h eit Sing.

B ein g  further afked, I f  there w as an y  Paffage ftatin g  fuch  Inftrum cn t,
T h e y  m ade anfw er, N o n e  that they had been able to  find.
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T h e n  the W itn e fs  produced B ook  3, intituled, “  Bengal Secret C onfu ltations, 
18 th  January to  30th D ecem ber 1 7 7 1 .” — Read* E xtradt from  a C on fu ltation  o f  the 
4t]) 0 ^ o b e r  1 7 7 3 , Page 5 2 1 , o f  the lam e B ook.

“  Fort William, the 4th Oftober 1773. 
** A t a Confultation I Prcfcnt,

The Honourable Warren Haitings, Efquire, being returned, now rcfumes his Seat
at the Board as Prefident i

John and J
Geoi|^ El'quire, w to  i i  alfi) returned with the Governor, and takes his

Seat accordingly.
«• R dui a»a aMroved theiPjsoceedii^ a 

T h e  I n f t r u c ^  to tlie Governor bdfbtie tiisDepanurefbr Benares, which the Board, at
to  and d e j^ t  i^ lhe Cuftodyof Mr. Alderfey, are now opened,

andterordiDd^ with tiue Let^rs wntten in

*« T o  the HoiKMmidbtk̂  W arroi tiafljhes Efquire, Prefidcnt and Governor o f  Fort

Cheyt Sing, the Stipulatlorf which was 
in o f  his Father Rajah Bulwand Sing, in confideration o f

‘ I to theiSoiinMnf in th« Yisat 1764.**
K  Then



(  )
T h e n  the W itn efe  produced Book V. in titu led , «  Bengal Lcttew received 14th

A p r il 17 7 3 , to  2 1ft M a rch  1 7 7 4 .’ *
R ead, Paragraph 5, o f  a G en eral L etter  from  the Secret D ep artm en t at Bengal to  

th e  C o u rt o f  D ireftors, dated, F o rt  W illia m , 12 th  O fto b e r  17 7 3  (received b y  the 

M ercu ry , 26th M arch  1 7 7 4 .)
Signed, Warren Haftings,

R . Barker,
W m . Alderfey.
P . M . Dacres,
H . Goodwin,
J. Graham,
George Vanfittart.

Par. 5. W e have obtained from the Vizir a Renewal o f  theSunnuds in Favour o f  RajaCheit 
Sing and his Poftcrity, on the fame Footing as it was granted to his Father Bulwant Sing, except­
ing only the Increafe of 2 i  Lacks to his annual Tribute, which the Raja had agreed to at hia
Acccflion in 1770.”

T h e  M anagers fo r  the C om m ons propofed next to  fh ew  the P roceedings o f  the 
D efendant in the Y e a r  1 7 7 3 , w hen he w as at Benares, from  his ow n  R ep ort o f  them  
at his R eturn to  the Board. F o r  w hich Purpofc,

T h e  W itnefs produced B o o k  3 , in titu led , ** B engal Secret C o n fu ltatio n s."
R ead, the fo llo w in g  E x tra ct fro m  Page 5 2 2 , o f  the faid B o o k :

«ec Dtp. “  William, the 4thO aober 1773,
« A t  a Confultation; Prefent,

T he Honourable Warren Haftings Efquire, being returned, now rcfumei his Scat 
at the Board as Prefidenti 

William Alderfey,
Philip M . Dacres,
Henry Goodwin,
John Graham,

** The Governor delivers in to the Board the following Report o f his Negotiations with the 
Nabob Sujiih ul Dowla at Benares, and o f his other Proceedings during his Abfencc from the 
Prefidency, with all the Papers referred to in the Report.”

Read a lfo , from  fame B ook, P age 5 2 7 .

“ T o  William Alderfey Efquire, & c. Council at Fort William.
“  Gentlemen,

1 have already advifed you in my Letter o f  the 7th o f  September from Benares, o f  the 
Iffue o f  my Negociations, and the Sum o f the Ticaty concluded with the Vi*ir. I now lay 
before you No. i .  the Treaty itfelf, a Counterpart o f which remains in his Foffimon. T he other 
Papers which accompany this I ilhail refer to.

No. 3. is a Perfian Copy o f  a Cowln&aia, or Engagement, which I obtained from the Vizir, 
confirming to the Raja Cheyt S ing,.|od his Poftcrity, the Stipulations formei^ m adeinBehaif 
o f  his Father Bulwant Sing. N o. 4I Is an Englifli Trwiflation o f  it. N o, c. A  Copy o f  the 
Vizir’s Poitah, or Rentroll, fixed with Raja Cheyt Sing for the Year 117®, and alluded to in the 
Cowlnima. No. 6. A n  Englith Tranflation o f  the Pottah. No. 7. T h e TTranQation of a Letter 
which I wrote to Rajah Cheyt Sing, a furdier A 0furanee o f the Cortditions promifed in the 
Cowln&ma.

*• The Cowlndma was executed in my Prefence, and attefted by ine. The Vizier defired, that 
the Stipulations made in favour o f  the Rajah might be ejiecuted in this Modp, rather than by
an Article in the Treaty j and it was equaUy Riyati^ I  muft
had already given the Rajah a  Cowlnama o f thi* Tenor, ft>on i f e r  the X)eath o f Bnlwunt Sing, 
through the Solicitation o f Captain Haroer, hy the Orderi'DC ilM̂ ’ S c ^  fie  couldi
therefore, have no reafonable Plea to reiufe the CQDfinnatioii o f  it. Ibetned to
think his foraKT A ft  o f  fo little Validity, that he prefiibd me, in ver| e e t ^  lor my
Confent, thathefliould dirpoflefs the Rajah o f  tlie Forts jof Lm eefffut ̂

Efquires.

from him T ea  Lacks o f Rupees and atove di? I t e lM r d  R en tyf
diflatisfied at my Refufal. H e sirgoed, that the Treaty Of lllahabad^  ̂ to Biilwimt Sing
folely, and was never meant to e x t ^  to his Pofletity. |
prefTes no more t yet, |  cannot co(ice|ve tfiM tho of the Treaty
was made, could have intended it iti iSMit Siiinfe 
by the Company, and fay this Admpiif^twiB i
Difpute, by the foleciui A ^  pafied ^  the lltg i^ V  &  on ‘ ‘
I am well convinced, liiat ^  Rmab*# Inhtiir perbq^

the Compat>y*« Proti^ion, which iswhile he enjoys the Compat>y*« Prott^lon, which is m  h)r m  T i s
Obligations o f public Faith, and which F d icy  enjoins us to afiford hitn evtr tnoft effctSually.

‘H is



H it CouAity b  i  ftrans fianicr to ours, without fubje^lin^ us to «ny Expence, and wc may 
depend upon him as a fure A lly , whenever we may ftand in need o f  his Services.’ '

R ead  next, the feveral In ftn im en ts referred to in the above E x tra ft , p . 543 o f  the 
fam e B o o k , and fro m  the fame C on fu ltation  •, as fo llow  :

“  Fort William, 4th Oi^lober 1773.
“  Tranflation o f the new Cowlnama, or Agreement, given by the N abjb Shiijah ul 

Dowlah to Rajah Cheyt Sing. No. 4.
The Affairs of the Zemindarry and Tahud o f the Sircar o f Benaras, and Sircar Cliunarah, 

and o f the Mehalls of Juanpoor, Bejeypoor, Buddohy, Sukneicgurrah, Mulboos Khans, Sircar 
Gazwpoor, LefiJtndcrpoor, Khereed Shadeyabad, and Jopfoch Scrinch, & c. which were under 
the Charge o f  Rajah Bulwund Sing deceaM ; I do hereby grant and c'jnfirm unto you, upon 
their former Footing. It is neceffary that, after dcduding the Nanker, aiid HaU of the Jaghicr 
o f Buddohy, you monthly and annually pay into the 'I’rcaiury o f  die Sircar the cftablilhal and 
ftated Payments, By the Favour of God, whatever is promotivc o f your Honor lhall l>c per­
form ed; and, exclufivc o f the Jumma fpecified in the Caboolcat o f the prdent Fun'elly Year 
1178 , no Increafe lhall ever hereafter be demanded ; and if you remain firm, and fteady in your 
Obedience, and in the Payment o f your Rents, no Harm (hall, by any Means, happen to your 
Ryots or Country. By the Word o f God, and the holy Coran, and o f the bleircd Imaums, 
this Agreement is made between me and my Heirs, and you and your Heirs, and it (hall never
be deviated from. Dated this i8th Day of the Moon Jemraady ul fami, in the Year 1177
Hegiree, anfwering to the 6th September 1773, Englilh Style.”

« A  true Tranflation.
« (Signed) W m . Redfearn, Perfian Tranflator."

« Tranflation o f the Potta given by the Nabob Shujah ul Dowlah to Rajah Chcyt
Sing. No. 6.

** T he Sircar of Benares and Chunarah, and the Mehals of the Sircar o f Juanpoor, & c. in­
cluding Land Rents and Syer Duties, and Havely Mahomed-abad Benares, Mulboos Khans 
Pergunnah Booder, & c. Talook o f  Sikinra M ow, in the Dependencies o f the Pergunnah 
Khaundat, Pergunnah Buddoky Lukunefegur Bejeypeoor, Sircar, Gazeypoor Pergunnah Sakin- 
derpoor Khereed Shadey-abad, and Toppeh Seyriach, & c. Land Rents and Sycr Duties in- 
elira^ , after deduding the Duftoor D ^ an n y, Nankar H alf o f the Jaghicr of Buddohy, and 
Che other acempted J a p ie rs i and whitever has formerly been allowed as Deduftions, I do now 
folly grant and make over to you, in the Terms o f your Cabooleat, from the Firft o f Khareef 
1178, in Confidcration o f the Sum o f Benares Cumfunna Rupees 22,48,449 Aflll and Ezafa, as 
ij>ecificd underneath, clear of all Expences o f Schbundv. It is ncccflary that you pay tlie 
above Sam to the Sircar, according to the ftated and eftablilbed Kifts Year by Year^ and by 
the Favour of God, there fliall never be any Deviation from this Agreement.

“  Particulars, viz.
** Paid by Rajah Bulwund Sing as follow s»

Benares, - - 12,00,607
** Buddochy, - - 1,30,000
** Salcneefgur, ;  - 16,000

Bgeypoor, - • »,oo,ooo
“  Gazeypoor, -  - 5,00,000
“  Sludey-abad, « - 40,000

   —  20,(6607
m |>edu& Nanker H alf o f the Ji^hier o f Buddochy and 

Altumgha« &c. - * ■ - 88158

•* Neat R e v e n o e p d d b f - 19,98,449
*Mncraafe iettkd Ixrith J ^ a h  Cheyt Siqg, - - 2,50,000

•* N ett Rerenue to befuwl tif  Che|rt S ii» , Rupee*, a«,48»449 
«* Dated tiw . ayth (tf lUytibf in the Y e lr  or the 

Hegiiw# 1184.
M A. tnie TfxilBildkMtJ
** Signed, W tn. E id lb n i,  Perfian Tranflator.*

« From the Gof«r|K»r to Rajah Cheyte Sing. No. 7.

«  the ,having^ you ah Agreement, under his Hand
M d I  my Seal to. it u  nccefliiry, that con-
& tfn a b liJ a # i^ ^  tlw TiK ^y concltided at Allahabad, by Lord Clive «nd the
Viai^y Sing VQur deceafed Father, you, with the greateft Cheerful-

to i& 'V iiie r  the thereby isftablift»ed j in which cafc the Company will always 
.....  ■" 5 ' attend
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attcnJ to your Wclfarr, and afford you their Care and Protcftion} and in the Agreements afore­
m entioned, tlu-rc Ihall never be any Breach or Deviation.

“  A  nue Tranflation.
“  Signed, W m . Redfearn, Perfian Tranflator.”

T h e  M anagers fo r the C om m ons propofed next to  (hew the L ig h t in  w hich  the D e ­
fendant underftood thefe Agreem ents, and the Senfe he put upon them . F o r w hich

Purpofc,
T h e  W itn efs produced B ook 6 , intituled, “ Bengal L etters received i6 th  M ay 

17 7 9 , 20th January 1 7 7 6 .”
Read Paragraphs 7  and 8 o f  a G eneral L etter, Secret DepartmenU^at B engal, to  

the C o u rt o f  D ire fto rs, d ata), F o rt  W illiam , 16 th  M ay  1 7 7 5 . (R eceived per N o r ­
thum berland, 4th A p ril 1776).

7. “  W e mufl not omit to mention, that the Nabob Tome Time ago paid in to Colonel Gailliez a 
fccond Tunica on Rajah Cheyc Sing for Six Lacks o f Rupees on the Company’s Account, againfl:

Deeft in Orig. which thc Kaj did not fail to remonftrate in the ftrong Terms, alledeing that he had made great 
DttftinOrig. Advances already in the Payment o f  his Tribute; that if  the Nabob continued to dr on him 

in tlili5 Manner, it wouJd bring him under thc greateft prefent Diftrefs, and eftablilh a Precedent 
thiit would bi- injurious to him in future, and therefore praying that wc would not accept the 
'J'unka, but return it to the Nabob.

8. “  As we faw the Force of thefe Objcftions on thc Part o f the Raja, and confidcred him as un­
der thc particulat Protcftion o f the Company, wc thought fit to order the Tunka to be returned, 
and conlcquentiy direfted Mr. Briftow to remonftrate to the Nabob againft fuch Proceeding*. 
The Nabob at firft received this Remonftrance with Warmth, and alledged that thc Raja was his 
Zemindar, and that he had a Right , to draw his Revenue from him as hepleafed •, but at laft 
feemed to acquicfce in the Juftice ot Mr. Brillow’s R eprrfentation, and laid lie would avoid giv­
ing any Uncafincfs on that Account to the Raja in future.*’

T h e n  the W itnefs produced B o ok  7 , intituled, ** Bengal Secret C o u n cil, 24th 
M arch  to  :;ift  M ay 17 7 5 . (R eceived per N orthum berland, 4th June 17 7 6 .” )

R ead , fe ve ra lE x tra fls  from  B engal Secret C on fu ltations, F o rt W illia m , 30th M arch  
J 7 75 , begi .in in g a t P age 1645 o f  the faid B ook, containing thc R em onftrance o f  R ajah  
C h cyt Sing, alluded to  in  thc E x tra fts  laft read, and the I’ rocecdm gs o f  the G overn or 
G eneral and C ou n cil upon it.

“  Fort William, 30th March 11775.
A t  a Council Prefent,

The Honourable Warren Haftin^s, Governor General, Prcfident} 
Lieutenant General John Glavcnng,
T he Honourable George Monfon,
Richard Harwell, \
Philip Francis, /

« Thc Govrrnor lays before the Bpard the following, Tranflations o f  Letters from Rajah Cheit 
Sing, One of which it addreflTed to hitnfelf, and due oiher to  the Rajah’s VakeeU

«  Front Rajah Chek Sing.
« I have been honoured by your gracious Letter, informing me that iny fo ready Compliance 

with your Defire in the Pa^tnent o f the Tuiifea o f  Five Lacks o  ̂ RiJjjecs gave you great Plea- 
fure, and alfo that you would write to the Nabob Afoph ul Oowtah to expel Munneer and Oll^nt 

grnnttdbythe Sing, and top u t a Stop tothc building o f the Houfe at Benares. M^noeer Sing is ftillin the 
N̂ bob on Prcfcnce, andf Ollknt Sing has left his Highflefs’s Arm y, and taken up his Refidence at Illahabad, 

and has an Intention dT wm'tng T w o «r Three Mahals o f Noroze A lly  Cawn, the Naib Sou* 
bah. ■' ' ■ V : ‘

*«’ W ith refpea to the Letten which foto 
Afoph ul Dowlah on this Subjeft, i f  ll% j a w i» t  y)fij|fe«t< l ‘refl
in forwarding them, that theft: T w o Kbetlious and ui^atirful fr<im the
Country. M y foie Dependeiice is in yowf FaVow.

“  T h c Deceale of the late Nabob has for the ^ f e o t  * Stop to ^ J ^ U K n g  wa* car-
rying on ai^'Beaafcs.' ''fS:'';,;

“  I have wtittin fully to A lly Nawa* Cawn on Several S tib ie^  itho  will liavc ̂  Honour of
c o m m u n ic a tin g -e # e i^  F o rtie i!» l» r ;» y o « « “ '.''\;

« E xtrad o f *  t e e f  fe rn  RiM ? Cheit V ak ee l
By a Letter fi«m Mohukkim S’mg 1 learn, that baa tiMafed a Tun>

' ’ kaw on tnt;,'̂ to comigiwhce'.'bn the
* ■■ ■ ■ ................ ‘ ........... .... ' ■’.....  '■■■ '
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on me for Six Lacks o f Rupees in advance to the Engliih Chiefs. You are weU acquainted 
with the Nabob’s Difpofition, and that he is continually devifmg Means to bring me under the 
Governor’s Difpleafure. H e has concluded in his own Mind that I will not confent to the Payment 
o f Advances, left it be confidered as b Precedent •, and that, by refufing to do fo, I (hall fall un­
der the Governor’s Difpleafure. I have already paid Five Lacks o f Rupees to the Government, 
and you arc to confidcr that, by the Payment o f that, it makes good a I that was due from me 
to the 6th Kift, Mahomed ElUah Cawn’s Tunka commences the ;th  K id, and will be paid ac the 
latter End o f Suffer.

« The Tunka o f Six Lacks in advance, which it has been deteimined to give the Englilh 
Chiefs on me, is without any Precedent, except the One o f Five Lacks of Rupees, which I lately 
difcharged. I was then fearful of its becomit^ a Precedent, and was undetermined whether to 
comply with i t V  not; but, in confec^uence o f  Letters from the Governor and you, prclTmg me 
to the immediate Payment o f it, I railed the Sum by Loans. I am now again plagued with De­
mands beyond my Power to comply with. A s the Governor has been graciouHy pleal'ed to honour 
me with the Appellation of his Son, I have the greateft Confidence thar he will ex«rt himfelf to 
prevent any Tunkas in advance being given on me. Reprcfent this Affair to him in private, and 
requefl from me that he will not give his Confent to this Tunka, but that he will be lo kind as to 
write to the Nabob Afoph ul Dowla, that he may defift from ever troubling me with fuch kind 
o f Tunkas, which it is not in my Power to comply with, but to take my Kifts from me monthly.”

Agreed that the following Direflions be fent to Mr. Briftow, in confequence o f the above Reprc- 
fentation from Raja Chite Sing.

“  T o  M r. John Briftow, Refident at the Court o f the Nabob o f  Oude,
« Sir,

« W e have received a Letter from you o f  the 14th March fince our laft to you.
*' Rajah Cheit Sing having complaincd to this Government o f the Diftrefs which he fuffers 

from the Nabob Afoph ul Dowla granting Tuncaws upon him, panicularly in the late Inllances o f 
One granted to Ellicn Cawn, and another to the Company, for Six Lacks of Rupees, both o f 
which encroach greatly upon the Kifts which are not yet due, every Thing being paid up already 
b y  him to the 6th Kift, we direft that you remonfl;rate to the Nabob againfl fuch Proceedings,
(hewbg that they are unjuft, and contrary to his Engagement* with the Raja, o f which wc are riie 
Guarantees, and that you demand Payment from oim for the above-mentioned Tuncaw to the 
Company which he delivered to Colonel Gailliez, «nd which the Raja thus declines to accept i 
jwd alfo that you require the Payment o f  the other Sums due by him without Delay.

** W e defire you may tranfmit with all jpofiibk Difpatch the Account o f the monthly Sublidy 
for the Troops received from the Nabob, for which we wrote you fomc Time ago,

« W c are, 6cc.
“  Fort W illiam, 30th March 1 775.

Signed, at the End o f the Confultation,
Warren Haitings.
J. Clavering.
Geo. Monfbn.
R . Barwell.
P . Francis.”

T o  prove what Mr. Briftow, the Keiident at Oude, did in confequence of the abov*
L etter,

Read, from the fame Book, p. 2043, the following Extrad; from Bengal Secret 
ConlultatiQn.

** Fort WiUiam, the 27th April 1775.
** A t  a C ouncil} Prefent,

T l^  H o jn o i^ k  Warnm
Lieutenant General John Clavering,
T he Honourable Gwsf/t Moa&m,
RichMdBarwflU, \
Philip Francia, /  

♦* Received the following Letter and Infctofure from the Refident at the Court of the Nabob 
Afoph ul Dowlah.

** Rajepe Gaut, oppofite to Konnogee, 
the 14th April 1775.

** T o  the Honourable Warren Hafldngs Efquire, Governor Genara], and the Mcmben o f the „  .
Sopmne Comal uFottW mm, gS ef

*Mjonoural:de Sir* and Sirs,
** M |f ||Rft. was bO the i«th I  ain fivroured with your Letter o f  the 30th «/-

tim . I, in cotdeqiiatce, waited upon hit and inrimacc  ̂your Commands to Ifun. He,
M firft* «*|>rcfiW jgreat Difeontent a( the Hwourabie Board’s proteftiog Rajah C ^ t c  Siogj called

■ " L  ....................  - him



ilim his Zemindar, of whom he had a Right to reguire his Rents in advance j and told me that lie 
did not think I was aiitlioriRd to make any Reprefentation to him on this Head, or that of the Rc- 
leafe o f the Rohilla Families i for the Governor General would have wrote to him, as well as to 
me, on thefc Matters. I hereupon quoted the Words o f my Credentials, and rcqnefled his 1‘a -  
cellency to conlidcr my Trufl: was general; that it was intended he Ihould pay Attention to any 
Keprefcntations I fhould make in the Name of the Honovirable Board; and this Mode of Nego- 
Ciatidn had been adopted to fave Trouble on both Sides.

“  I Jikcwife quoted the Treaty fubfifting between the late Vizier and Rajah Chryte Sing, nnd 
DeeftinOrig. their Heirs rcfpedively, of which the Company were the Guara fo long as the Raja paid liis 

KilKs, when they and his Excellency, on his Part, could not dcma
I^ncreafe of Rent or vSums in advance.

“  After a long Converfati his confefled he had, on my firft mentio # not recolleci
the Circumftances I had explained to him ; that his Reafon for granting the lafl Turn aw was, 
the Rajah having once before paid me in favour o f the Company lor I ’ivc Lscks o f Rujkcs, and 
tliought he would do it ag.iin ; befules this, he had, at the Time, no other Means o f dilcliarging 
ever fo fmall a Part of the Money due from him to the Company. I, upon this, told hi?! I' xccl- 
lency (what he alfo pretended not to remember) that the Rajah had been induced to pay the Fi; II 
Tuncaw of Five Lacks with great Difficulty, and did it folely to avoid Altercation; that lie 
would not now, by a Repetition, eftablifli a Precedent fo difadvantageous to himfclf, and contr,4ry 
to the I.ettcr o f the I'rcaty. I then explained the Orders o f the Honourable Board, which 1 h.itl 
jiift received, dircding me to folicic for the immediate Payment o f the Amount of the faid Tun- 
c a w  o f Six Lacks, and the Balance in full, due to the Company : T o  which his Excellency re­
plied, that he feally had not Money at prefenti but if  I would wait only Eight or Ten D.jys, 
agreeable to his Promile, he would liquidate the Balance; and fliould cftcem it an Act o f Fritml- 
fhip in the Honourable Board, ftill to accept the Tuncaw •, for although it was not immediately 
rcceiveable, yet the Money might be eftecmcd fecure, and would be paid out o f the Rajah’s en­
duing Kills. His Excellcncy alfo alTured me, chat he would not draw in future upon the Rajah 
in advance.

“  After the Inftruftions I had received from the Honourable Board relative to the new Treaty, 1 
thought it advifeable, in cafe the ceding o f Benaras Hiould take Place, that it ought to be done 
without Incumbrances ; for this Reafon I lhall write to Mr. Motte to return the Tuncaw to me, 
rcceive fuch Part o f it as is become due upon the Rajah’s Kids, which I will get paffed in A c­
count with the Nabob, and endeavour to have the Balance paid me here.

A t my Interview this Day there were many People prefent. I therefore thought it neceC* 
after the Converfation which had pafled, both to fupport the Honour o f the Ciovernrnenr, 

.ind the Credit of my own Station, to tell his Excellency, that the Honourable Board would never 
fuffer the R.ghts o f their Dependants to be infringed ; Rajah Chyte Sing was to be confidcrcd in 
this Light, and he mud expe£t to fee him protc&ed > for that he was not to be put upon a Footing 
iivith his other Zemindars.”  ' ’

Signed, at the End of the Letter,
“  John Briftow,

Refident at the Court o f the Nabob o f Oude.”

Then the Witnefs produced Book VIIL intituled, “  Bengal Secret Conl'ultations, ad 
January and 14th Fcbruaiy 1775.”
_ And the ^ a n ^ m  for the Commons defired an Ejctra£t from Bei^al Secret Confulta- 

tion of the 13th February 1775* containing a Propofition made by Mr. Haftings relative 
to .Cheyt Sin ,̂ and his own Obfervations upon that PropoHtion, m̂ ight be read.

The Counfel for the Defendant fubmitted,'that the Senfe would be mutibted if tire 
Governor OcnmPs Propofition alone were read, without reading the Whole of the 
Minutes preceding it.

The Managers for the Commons feid they thoiight it immaterial, but did not obje^ 
to the reft of the Minutes being xead.

Accordingly read, the following ExtraftsiOf Swret Confultation, 15th February 1775, 
beginning at Page 793 of the faid Book.

« fbrtWilHam> ilJdiiWbruIr]? 1775,
A t « Council i Pitfcut,

Secret Dep. The Honourable Governor General, Pittfident j
Moni»Y. Lieutenant Gemnra] John Clxverii)^

Itte. Honourable G eiN ^  Monfotif 
kichard Harwell 
i^Uip Francis

‘ ‘ The Boikrd proceed to eonOd» the SutyeSt o f the fardier may be n©*
cefTary t<r g v̂e to the iWideoc m the Court o f Afoph ul D ow iiit #  0 #de>

• ••'The
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“  The Governor General,—  conceives it to be ncccflary, before the Board proceed any further on 
the Bulinefs now before them, that One Principle, upon which every other Refolution muft depend, 
rtiould be determined ; and therefore defires that the following Qiicftion be put.

“  Whether this Board confiders the Treaties which were made with the late Nabob Sujah 
Dowlah, as remaining in Force, or as having expired at his Death ?*’

“  Mr. Francis.— 1 think that the Obligations contained in the fcvcral Treaties with the Vizier, 
to fupport him in the Poffeffion o f his Territories, were confined to his Pcrlon, and confequently 
expired with him.

“  Mr. Barwell.— This C^ieflion muft be decifively determined by the exprefs Letter o f the 
reciprocal Engagements of the contrafting Parties. I therefore defire tiic Treaties may be re­
ferred to, the Board will then fee how far the Obligations extqpd.

“  Read the Treacies oi Illahabad and Benares.
“  Mr. BarweTl.— I thinic the Treaties bind to his Heirs.

Colonel Monfon.— I think the Treaties with the Vizir expire in his Perfon.
“  General Clavering.—*I defire to know, whether the Governor in the Word “  Treaties”  com­

prehends the Engagement with the late Vizir refpeding the Rohilla War.^
“  The Governor Gentral.— I conceive, that my Opinion in this Point can be o f no Ufe in 

deciding the Qucftion before us, becaufe it has been already decided by the Majority of the Board, 
that the Engagements with rcfpeft to the Rohilla War, formed by the late Adminiftration with the 
late Vizir, had not the Obligation of Trcuty, nor, if I rightly recollefl the Declaration made on 
this Subjed, were, in any refpcd, obligatory upon this Government.

“  General Clavtring,— I could hav^ wiflied to have heard the Governor General’s Opinion 
upon the Queftion I took the Liberty to fubmit to him, on the Obligations of this Government 
to defend the Rohilla Country, as clearly given as that which Mr. Barwell gave in his Minute o f  
the 31ft Oftober, bccaufe I might have formed fome Judgment o f the Governor General’s Ideas 
on the Force and Extent o f the Treaties contraded with the late Vizir. I think the Tieaty o f  
Illahabad was broken by tlK fubfcquent Treaty of Benares, by which Corah and Illaliabad were 
ta k en  from the King and given to t ie  Vizir-, fo th.it, whatever Conception I might entertain o f 
the Validity of the original Treaty, I think it now no longer obligatory on this Government till 
the Court o f Dire(£tors have given their Approbation o f the Treaty o f Benares, which entirely 
altered the Nature o f the other.

“  The Governor General.— I am of Opinion, that the Treaties which were made with the late 
Nabob Sujah Dowlah ftill continue in Force, and have admitted o f no other Change but in that 
o f  the Perfon o f his Heir and Succeflbr (landing in his Place. The firft Claufe o f the firft Article 
o f the Treaty o f  Illahabad, in my Conftrudlion of it, extends the Obligation o f that Treaty *0 
the whole Line o f  the Nabob Sujah Dowlah’ s Heirs. The Treaty of Benars being but explana­
tory o f the former, in the Article which rejpedts the Part o f the extra Charges o f the Forces 
employed in his Defence, muft be underftood in the fame Senfe with relpeft to that Article j and 
the firft Article exprefsly granting the Poflefljon o f  Corah and Illahabnd to the Vizir for ever, a 
Term  excluding all Limitation j

“  Refolved, That the Treaties made with the late Vizier Sujah Dowlah do not remain in Force, TheTreatici 
but expired at his Death. v'ir̂ cr« Jirc*

“  The Governor General propofes the following Queftion. with
** 'Whether a new defenfive Treaty fliall be executed with the Nabob Afoph ul Dowlah, in 

cafe he himfelf fliould folicit it ?
“  Mr. Francis.— Suppofii^ the Nabob to require our Afllftance in fupport o f his Succeffionv 

I  think that a new Defenuve Treaty ftioald be formed with him on the moft advantageou*
Terms which can be obtained for the Cotnpany.

•• Mr. Barwell.— Certainly'.
Col. Monfon.— I think a new DefetiGve 'I'reaty {ixould b t executed with the Nabob AfopK

ul Dowla on the moft advantageous Terms for the Companf.
« T he General agrees with Colonel Monfon.
“  T h e  Governor Gener4l.*«I am o f Opinion there (houkL ,
“  Agreed, that a new Defenfive Treaty be executed with the Nabob Afoph t»l Dowla, in A new Treaty 

cafe he folicits it. Afoph ui
“  The_ Governor G en m l propoics that each Member o f  the Board deliver in his Sentiments of uowu. 

the Cotjditions to be required or atxeded to for the new Treaty. Not having himfelf fufficiently Bach Member 
confidered this Subje^  ̂ in th$ Latitude which has been given to it by the foregoing Refolution, he toikiwer hi» 
wilhes to prepaid what hC may hav« to offer hirofelft unkis any immediate Propofition (hall be thb!'”' ' ”* 
made by any Member o f  the JBoa^« qa which he fliould be willing to give his Opinion.

Refolved to a<^ourn to the £ventQg» that every Member may prepare his Ideas on this Adjourned. 
Sulgeft.

“  M et in the Evening at Six o’clock, according to Adjournment. Met mia,
“  Rfcfomed the Subjcd o f the new T itaty  to be formed with the Nabob o f Oude.
** il^ je a b le  to the Go^enior Geqen4*« Frofrnfal in the Morning, the Members o f the Board 

deltverih their fepftrate PpipbiU  >n W nlwgi, u f o

«  Mr.
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“  Fort William, 13th February 1775.
“  M r. Francis.— Suppofing it to be the Intercft and Dcfirc of the prefcnt Nabob ot Oude ro 

enter into a new Dcfenfive Treaty with the Company, by which wc may oblige ourfclves to gua- 
raoiiee to him the PoffelTion of any Part o f his prefcnt Territories, I think that the following Arti­
cles (hould be propofcd and infifted on for the Advantage o f  the Company.

“  ift. The Pay o f our Troops in his Service to be made equal to their real Expence upon a 
new monthly Eftimate, and to commcnce from the Acceffion of the prcl’cnt Nabob.

“  2d. The Zcmindarry o f Benares to be made dependant as a Fief on the united Kingdoms of 
Bengal and Bahar, and the Tribute lately paid by the Rajah to the Vizier to be paid to this G o­
vernment.

”  3d. The prefcnt Rajah o f Benares to be confirmed in the Zcmindarry, which may be perpe­
tuated in his Family, under a fixed annual Tribute, and a fixed Fine at each future Inveltiturc. 
A  free Trade to be opened between thefe Provinces and his Country. T he Rajah’s Authority in 
his own Government to be left free and uncontrouled.

“  4th. I f  the Poffenion of the Rohilla Country, or any Part o f it, be guaranteed by a future 
Treaty to the Nabob, that fome favourable Terms be made for the furviving Chiefs o f the Rohilla’s, 
or their ReprcfentativeB.

“  5th. The Debts from Sujah Dowlah (fuppoHng them not to be liquidated at the Conclufion 
o f  the new Treaty) to be confidered and acknowledged by the prefcnt Nabob as due from himfclf, 
or the Reprefentative of the State o f  Oude for the Tim e being.

“  6th. Befidcs the Guarantee to be Hripulated in Return for the above Conditions, this G o­
vernment lhall undertake to obtain from the King a regular Confirmation of the Nabob in his Go­
vernment, according to the Laws and Conftirution o f  the Empire.

“  7th. I conceive that the Attachment o f  NudjufF Cawn might be fecured with the greateft 
Advantage to this Governfnent, if, through our Recommendation, the King would appoint him 
Vizier o f  the Empire with a Jaghire, which might eafily be found for him either in the Donabe or 
the Rohilla Country. I underftand that he is one o f the ableft Men and bed: Soldiers in the 
Em pire) if properly placcd in point o f  local Situation, and his Attachment fecured, he might 
ferve as a Barrier to the Subadary o f Oude either againft the Marattas, or any other Invaders, 
from the Wettern or Southern Parts of India.

(Signed) P. Francis.*’
M r. BasrwelL— The firft Objeft to be attended to in a new Treaty is the future Strength and 

Security oi‘ our owft Poireffions. T he Company have invariably declared againft any fijrtJicr Ac- 
ctflSonof Territory to themlel'res, any Conditions of that Tendency are o f Courfe out o f the 
Quefliion.

“  ift. I think the Conditions o f  the old Treaty (the Article refpcifiting Corah and Illiabad ex­
cepted) is a good Foundation for any we may now chufe to form.

•* ftd. A s it may be pofiible to encreafe the Subfidy for a Brigade employed in Oud, &c. that 
Inereafe ovieht i f  poQtbie to  be «8eAed; but its Extent being arbitrary, and depending entirely 
on the Flealure o f the Board, we (hould confider in which W ay to make our A id the leaft bur- 
thcnfome and moft ufefut to our A lly .

Our Military Eftablilhment is become an intolerable Burthen, and the Direftors have ex- 
prefsly recommended that fuch Redudion take Place in it as may be done with Safety to Bengal. 
T o  ekeA a Reduditm appears here a fecondary Ob^e£t, the Safety o f  Bengal the Firit to anlwer 
both, wc fhould engage our Ally to pay a refpedable Boidy o f Troops, fuch as we may at all Times 
be able abfolutely to command, atid ufe as ourownonanyemei]B;ent Occarion; i f  this can 1m effeded, 
ft|>topor(ionable RetrMchment o f  our own Forces may immediately take Place, and the Burthen be 
removed from our Shoulders to thofe o f  our AUy^ thtt preferaole, in my Opinion, to the hiring 
out any Part o f our own Forces occafionidly to d(^end Qud* and will equally le n g th e n  the 
KabobAgainfl. his fo te i^  Enemies, w htk It tenders bin  ̂proporaonably weak and dependant on us.

“  Sd. The Independency o f Gauabord on Oud ii a  greitt polhical Object, and ought to be in> 
lifted on ; and whatever may be refolved Reventie paid by the Rajah m  that Coun­
try, the EngliAi Government ought not to fUnd in the &me Relation to it as the late Vizier, be* 
c i ^  ^  Co\unry o f  Benam a natural Barrier to thefe Provinces, ^  the Ra­
jah Ihouldhave the ftroneeft Ties o f Intereft to our Government in cafe oif any future
Ru|»tare with the SubAh c* Oud. T o  make Iw  Ihtsrefl:, be muft jm  be tributary to the 
EagUlh Government, for from die Irifttnt be becomes itt Tributary, that  ̂ we
ihay eitpeft him to fide againft its, and by tikting Advantage o f the T^at^Ies and Cbmmotions 
that may atcemmto4 ifbutl§Ktt himteiFc^hnpecuniaty ObllgatkMfijV̂ "̂

“  M n  Iti»N^r~>On tfatf StrtM, the Stibdarteefdieat* W «  b tfo it Stipu-
litiona a n  Oiadc « id i A f if  ul hk R i^ it to the MabobCbip o f  tegiUy aicer>
taine^

I f  the K ine nominates am  Fertbnip tlw Nabobfliip o f  Oiide, oar Oppofitbn to that Ap> 
|x^tm ent is a Vioitokinjof <he Law* under which wel>^Rirtb% hold the Dewannee.

*• 1 think, ilifMiifviie, k  tiie lailanee^ froald juSt m Mfidialbrtxcwee^ the King and 
ul Cowlah. Tlua Mesfure be ftrvtceable K» the to ithel^nf,

■■4 «<mate many Circumft«ocet ^  may hereafter appear ititonfiftoit in our Conduft.
U '  '  ■ " ' « SapjEWrting
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« SupportingMtrzSi Atti^ee in the Succcffion without the King’s Firmaund, will be an A ft of 
Rebellion.

** The King*s Firmaund thferefort appears to be indifpcnfably ncccflary as a Sanftion for our 
Condud and Honour.

“  For this Scrvice done the Nabob, we fliould require that Cheit Sing’s Zcmindarce be annexed 
to the Soubahlhip o f Bengal or Bahar, or to both.

** T o  enMge for the youhg Nabob ftrijtly to adhere to all Treaties made between the King 
and Soujah Dowlah, and to endeavour to prevail on the Nabob to give the Whole of the Rohilla 
Country to the King.

“  The King Shaw Allum , for thefe Advantages, and for the Refpc(51: fhcwn him, fliould make 
over the Sovereignty ot Bengal.and Bahar to the King o f Great Britain, and reHnquifli all Claims 
to his Tribute.

** I f  thefe'Term s are too fevere on the Nabob, they rnay be mitigateJ, by relinquifhing the 
Sums that remain due from him for the Conqueft o f the Rohilla Country.

** If the Natwb A fif ul Dowlah requires the AlCrtance of a Brigadt, he fliould pay all Charges 
attending it.

I mean by Charges, the Pay, Batta, and contingent Expences.
** General Clavering.— In confidering the important Subject which is now before as, I have two 

Objefts in V iew , firft, the obtaining the greatcft poffible Advantage to the Company, in Confi- 
deration o f the dcfenfive Aid propofed to be given to the new Nabob j die Second is, the avoid­
ing the grcateft probable Inconveniency to the State by virtue o f the Engagements we may enter 
into with him.

“  As the Bafis o f  all my Reafoning, the foMowing Premifes mud be granted to me : f  irft. That 
the Nabob Miza Ammanee poflcflTes iuch Difqualifications of Charaftcr, that he cannot maintain 
himfelf in his Mulhud without our AflTiftance,

“  id . I  hat there is a political Necelfity in this Government not to allow any other Prince to 
occupy the Subahfhip c f  Oude, and the Countries o f  Corah and lllahabad, without our Concur­
rence.

It is well known that there will be as many Competitors for the Countries left by the late 
Vizier as there are Powers in that Part o f Indoftan. The King, the Mahrattas, the Jauts, the 
Rohilla*, Nudjuff Cawn, and even fome of the Nabob’s own Family, and Commanders of his 
Armies, will probably all, or moft o f them, ftrive to obtain Ibme Share of his Dominions.

“  The Queftion then is, W ill it be for the Intereft of tiie Company to permit any o f thefe 
Princes to eftablifh themfelves in the Provinces bordering on Bengal without our Confenc ? I am of 
Opinion there would be great Danger in permitting it. In that Calc, what Meakire niuft be piir- 
fuiaJ to render us the Arbiters o f thok Countries confiftentty with tiwfe Views which 1 firft 
ftated, the obtaining the greateft pofllble Advantage to the Company, and avoiding the grcateft 
probable Inconveniency in the Undertaking ?

“  The greateft Ad^anta^, in my Conception, that can be obtained for the Company is, Firft, 
the total Extinftion of the King's Claim to the Tribute on thefe Provinces.

That the Zemindary o f Benares and Gauzipore ftiall be held by Cheit Sing of the Company 
inftead o f the Suba o f  Oude.

“  T o  obtain the firft, it Ihould be propofed to the King that he Ihould renounce his Tribute on 
thefe Provinces j that he fliould ackndWMge the Nabob o f  Oude to be Soubah of that Country, 
and Ihould appoint him Vizier.

“  In return for this Favour, we (hould reftore to him the Country of Corah and lllahabad.
“  The Nabob, in return to the Favour fhcwn him, and procured by our Mediation, fliould 

relinquilh to the Company the Sovereignty o f Benares and Gauzipore, to be held as at prefent by 
Cheit Sing, on his paying his Tribute to the Company.

“  In order to attach this Rajah to the Company, h ii Tribute ought to be diminiflied at leaft 
Three Lacks o f Rupees. Whatever AITiftance lhall be afterwards required by cither the King or 
the Nabob for the Defence o f thck refpifcAive Countries of Corah, lllahabad, and the Province of 
Oude, ^ t k f s  cluaT b retfL aclu  pev Month Ihould be paid co the Company, as lei's than that will 
not defray the fixpence o f  a IJa-vii  ̂ out o f the Provinces.

T h e Governor General.--On the GtoUn^ already refolved on, I propofe the following Ar­
ticles fbr the new Treaty, premifmg, that I confider thfc Debts due from the late Vizir as not ap­
pertaining to the Subject o f  the intended Treaty. Thefe we claim as a Right exempt from any 
future Negotiation.

** ift. That the Treaties o f  Iflaha- ** By this Fropofition, the monthly Subfidy for our 
bttd and Benares be renewed oti the own Army will repnain as fettled with the late Vizir at 
Footing on which they ftiobd at th t  a, 10,000 R*. I am againft augmenting it. The E x- 
Vizier’s Death. pence ought not to exceed that Sum. U »nore be agreed

on, it will either difcouragc the Nabob from employing 
die Brigade, or he will employ it, and molV probably fut- 
fKr it to run in Arrears.

[ ”  i d . p e r p « ^  •* T he Kajah o f  Benaris, ftom the Situation of his
pcndairPbflfaffloirof the Zemjhdar̂ ^̂  ̂ Country, which is a Frontier lioth to the Provinces o f  
o f  Benaris, and' its Btfpendencies, bfc Oude and Baliar, may be made a ferviceable Ally to the 
conHrmed and guarameed 10 Rajah Company whenever their Affairs fhall require it. has

Cheit M  always
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always been confidcred in this L ight, both by the Com­
pany and the fucccfTive Members o f  the late Council*, 
but, to enfurc his Attachment to the Company, his In- 
tereft muft be conneded with it, which cannot be better 
efFedcd than by freeing him totally from the Remains of 
his prefent Vaflalage, under the Guarantee and Protedion 
of the Company, and at the fame time guarding him 
againft any Apprehenfions from this Government, by thus 
pledging its Faith, that no Encroachments fhall ever be 
made on his Rights by the Company.] tC^

“  I propofe this Article with fome Relufknce, as cxin- 
trary to iny Idea of the Right of the Nabob o f Oude, in 
virtue of the Treaty or ginally formed between his Fa­
ther aî d the Company ; but u is conformable to the Prin- 
cijjlc adopted by the Buard in the Rcfolution pafled this 
M orning, and may perhaps be obtained without much 
Oppofition from the Nabob j at the fame time, that it 
contributes to fix the Independency of the Zemindarry of 
Benaris on the moll permanent Foundation.’’

Chtit Sing and his Heirs for ever, 
lubjedf only to the annual Payment 
o f  the Revenue Jiitherto paid to 
the late Vizir, ainoiintii)g to B’. H‘ .
23,71,656 : It ,  to be dilpoted of, as 
expreficd in the following Article 
that no other Demand be made upon 
him, either by the Nabob o f Oude, 
or this Government, nor any Kind o f 
Authority or Jurilciidion excrcifed by 
cither within the Dominions afllgned 
him.

“  •5. That an equal Partition be 
made of the Revenue o f the Zemin­
darry of Benaris between the Company 
and the Nabob of Oude •, that is to fay, 
that the Rajah fhall pay monthly to 
each the Sum of 98,823 : 2 : 9, amount­
ing on tlic whftie to R'. 23,716,56 : 12 
per Annum; and that this Participa­
tion be cxprei’sly declared to be intend­
ed as a I’lcd‘.',e and Acknowledgment 
«){ tlie eqiut! Krlaiioii in whii:h the Ra­
jah mid his SuccelTurs are hereafter to 
itand to both Governments.

“  Agreed, that thcle 1‘cveral Opinions lie for further Confideration.”

T h e  above E xtracts  being read, the M anagers for the C om m ons fubm itted to  the 
H ou fc, w hether it w ould not be reafonable, that, for th e  future, when a Paper was 
produced, f tc h  M atter o n l y  as they propofed to  read fhould be read, un efs the 
C ou n fcl for the D efendant w ould ftate that they w iflied to  read other Parts o f  the 
fam e I'aper, as neceflary to illuftrate and to  m ake intelligible the M atter p articu larly  
refcn ed  to  by the M anagers for the C om m ons.

T h e  H ouii: inform ed the M anagers fo r  the C om m ons and the C ounfel, th at the 
R u le  ftood t h u s : T h a t  i f  a Paper is produced, it m uft be read intire, i f  required by 
either Party? and that the H ou fe fo r  the prefent m u ft put a C onfidence in  the P a ity  
w lio Ihall infift upon its being fo read intire, that th ey  w ill n ot do it fr iv o lo u fly .

T o  prove that the ad P rop ofition  abovem entioned w as agreed to  by the Board,
T h e  W itnefs produced*Book 9 , intituled, “  Bengal Secret C on lu ltatio h s, 24th  F e -  

brua>7 and 20th M arch  1 7 7 5 .”
R ead, the fo llow in g E xtracts beginning at P age n a 6  o f  the fam e B o o k * .

“  Fort William, the 3d March, 1775.
“  A t a Council j Prefent,

The Honourable Warren Haftings, Governor General, Prefident.
Lieutenant General John Clavering.
The Honovjriible George Monfon.
Richard Bat well, \  u f  •
Philip Fr.ncis,^  J  E f q W  

*» Read and approved the Confulution held Yefterday.
“  Refumed the Confideration o f  the feparatc Minutes delivered in by each Member o f the Board 

in Confultation of the 13th ukimo, on the Subjeft o f  * liew Treaty to be entered into with the 
Nabob o f  Oude, and of the Inftrudliom to be given tp the ReCdent at his C ourt

It bemg refolved that a iifcw Defchfivc Treaty itu ll be executed with the Nabob ul 
Dowlah, in cafe he himfcif fljaU folicit i t » it remains to be dCtertnined, what Part c f  t f c  Nslbbb's 
D om ini|^  fliall be included ill this Defienfiivc Treaty. ' ̂  '

‘ ‘  The Governor General remarks, that the Nabob’s prcl^ t Bainimons cowfill ' ^  t̂ ^̂  
o f Oude, the Diftrifts o f Corah and iUiabad, the Country lately conquered 
the late C^quefts in the Duaube *, to thefe may be iddecl the Zet^lnaiiu^ o f
Sing, which the Nabob} and the Goverament f  p n ^ f ^ ,T h a t
put which o f  ttesfc TerritotieslhaU be included in the 

“  Mr. F ran cis^ B iy  Opinion is, T hat we may wiiii PrDprifi^ guarantee to the pit^wt Nabbb o f
Oude, for his ,  . tjeCoaniries guai^antced to thclace^A^^^
except the D o m irii^  W  I think that titU Guara»t»e^^ f̂l  ̂ alfo be eo^itibhally and
projtemppte extended the C o u n t ^  <1̂  Corah and lUahabad,AtaiSI bt infoqrnkd whet|^;

............... .................................................... ii ............  ........ I,
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the Treaty o f  Benares be ratified or.difapprovcd o f by the Court o f Directors. I do not tliink ir
fafc or precedent * to enter into any Engagements that may eventually carry the Cornp^tny’s l oi ces * S c m Ot if.
beyond the Limits o f the Countries I have mentioned.

** Mr. Barwcll.-— In the different Rcfolutions that the Board have come to as a Ground work ;or a 
new Defenfive Treaty, it is acknowledged that this Government is bound tollipport the Kighti an l 
Prctenfionsof the Son of Sujah Dowlah to the Succefuon oChis Father’s I Joniiiuons, and OrJtT.s ii.ivc-, 
xonformablytoihis Rcfolution, been fentto Colonel Gallicz. Upon what Terms i!ic Nabob ot Oiuic 
'was to have his Pretenfions toiucceed his Father fupported by liiis Gov ci nnH ut, is not expivlK d; f 
therefore conceived, thut the Aid o f our Troops was hereafter to fettled by a SubHdy adequate 
to the Expence, and that the Intention of the Board was txprclsly declared of cpixiling any Com­
petitor in Prejudice to the Rights this Government faniftity. 7\nd, as I donut  lujipolc there is 
any Defign in the Engli(h Government to withdrav/ the Counteiunr.e ahe>idy ibc.vn the Son of 
Sujah Dowlah,^and by fiich Means render Commotions probable which may reduce him to that 
Diftrefs to folicit our Interpofition on any Terms, I imagine the Son o f Sujah Dowl.di is to be 
maintained in the Soubadarry of his Father, on the equitable Footing of iiis difbiu riii*!, t!;e jult 
Charge of the Armament he requires for his Support; and if 2 ,io ,oooR s. arc inadequire to the 
Expence o f  the Brigade, it fhould be rated as high as the real Charge. I prcmilc this before I 
proceed to anfwer the'(^eftion, becaufe every additional Advantage to be obtained to this Go­
vernment, both upon Principles o f Equity anti Policy, muft be in Proportion to the Advantages 
it gives to the other contracting Parties. If, therefore, we propofe the Acquifition of Wealth to 
this Government, that Acquifition can only fje in Proportion ro the Policy which fliall be 
adopted i and, as I conceive the Englifh Government may be benefited both in its Finances, and 
its Powers of external Defence, by guaranteeing the Countries already in Poflcfiion o f theSoubah 
o f  Oud«, fuch Guarantee, in my Opinion, fhould take Place; if it docs not, I mult propofe, 
equally for the mutual Defence o f our A liy and this Government, that every after Perl'uafion 
fliall be ufed rO influence the Soubah to maintain a Body o f 12,000 Sepoys, agreeably to the 
Et^lifh Eftablifhment, to be commanded by our Oificers, and the Fay to be advanced to the 
Officers, who fliall ifliic it to the Sepoys. Thus, either by guaranteeing all the Countries now 
depending on the Soubah o f Oude, or the Alternative o f furniHiing him with the Means oi' main­
taining his Conqucfts, fome Advantage will refult to the State *, otlierwife, I do not: Ice any Means 
there is to influence a Prince to make fuch Conceflions, as appear from the dillerent Minutes o f 
fome o f the Members to be expedlcd from him.

“  Colonel Monfon.— I do not conceive it to have been t!ie Intenlion o f this Govcrntnent, to 
fupport Mirza Amany in the SuccelTion o f the late Vizier’s iniire Dominions. The Intention 
•was to acknowledge the Succeffion, and to fupport him under certain Stipulations in tlie Soubah- 
darrjr o f  Oude. T h e Defcnflvd Treaty now propoft'd to be entered into with that Prince for the 
Guarantee o f  his Dominions, fliould hot extend beyond thofe o f Oudc, Corah, and Iliahabad, 
with the Provifo that the Treaty o f Benaris is ratified by the Company. This Guarantee fliould 
bnly be granted on fuch Terms as may be advantageous for the Comniany, If the Guarantee is 
to extend beyond the ancient Dominions of the Soubahdarry ot Oude, an Equivalent is to be 
giveri to the Corfipany for that extraordinary Service granted to the Nabob. If, in this Defcnfivc 
Treaty, the Nabob Ihould make a Kequifition o f any Part of the Company’s Military Force, 
he is to defray the whole Expence attending them.

“  General Clavering,-— T he Opinion o f the Majority o f the Board, when the Queftion was agi­
tated, Whether there was an Obligation by Treaty oiv this Government to interfere in regulating 
the SucCefRon to the lajc Vi?ter, was abfolutcly, I'hat there was no fuch Obligation s however, on 
Occafion o f the Succeflions, it was agreed to acknowledge M irzi Amany to be the Heir and Suc- 
ceffor to his Father, Sujah Dowlah. T he Queftion is therefore at prcfent opei» for any Rcfolution 
the Board pleafes to take, in regard to the aefenfive Alliance it was agreed that we would enter 
into with Mirza Amany, provided he propofed it. On this Footing I am ready to confcnt to 
guarantee the Poflirffion o f  the PrOvinccof Oude to thejvoung Nabob i provided he, on his Part, 
confcnt t<> <»dejto the Company the Sovereignty o f  Cheyte Sing's Country > and whenever hc 
reqoire* tije the Province o f Oudc only, and never
to the Rofii^a C^Wfltryi 1 w i|l.e^.m )r'CoQ ie(ittofuch a fubftdiary Treaty, on his paying Three 
Lacks o f  Rupees Momhly for a cortipletê  ̂ With regard to the Province o f Corah, I
think, ip Juftjce, it oojjht be reflored to the Krogt and a Negociation fet on Foot, at the fame 
Tim e, to obtairt from him aRcminciation o f  hit TribtJte upon Bengal.

“  T he Governor General.-*TMy !̂ilS.afwer to is (hort, as it can be of no Ufe. W e
to the N*h»ob o f  Glide, the Soubadaree o f Oude, the Dil- 

trias til»f Countr]  ̂hcely conquer^ from the Rohillas, but no more.
I b<K Wi0» tsô Forets carried ttltuhiti the Line of the Rohilla Country, for iti

1 fcclieve'tiiat an E ngager to defend ithiic Country for him would render it unnecef- 
Ikiy. 1 J w  be mj|y lofc i t } w eihafl in that Cafe have « greater Burthen impofcd on us in the 
I>«fence o f the o f  OtMie, u i4 he be teis furniibed with Means d f difcharging; his Engage-
menn with 05.

‘ ‘  tpi guarantee to the Nabob Mirza Amaney theJfrovince
o f  Oude, •nd ^|idkkm«Uy ihofc until the Plcufure o f ibc Court of Di-

. [it The
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dOjr’ [« The Governor General propofcs the following Queftion:
Whether it fliall be made a Condition o f the new T rw ty , that R^iih Cheyt Sing fliaU exer- 

cifc a free and independent Authority in his own Dom|in!ion»> fubjcft only to the Paytnent of his 
Tribute ?

“  M r. Francis.— Yes,
“  Mr. Harwell.— Yes.
“  Colonel Monlbn.— N o. I not, as I fee no Advantege in it for the Company’s

Intereft.
“  General Clavering.—-Provided he pays the Tribute tO the Company, I think he flaould be

rendered independent.
“  Tlie Governor General.— Yes.
“  Kcfolved in the Affirmative.]

“  The Governor General further propofes i
“  Whether it (hall be made an Artie e in the Treaty, that, in Confideration o f the Engagement 

to be entered into by this Government to guarantee the Poflfefljons o f the Nabob o f Oude, a® be­
fore refolved, lie fliall cedc and make over to the Company the Whole or any Part o f the Tribute 
due from the Zemindar of Gauzapoor.

“  Mr, Francis.— I confider the Ccflion to the Company o f  the whole Tribute paid by the Ze»‘ 
mindar of Gauzapoor to the late Nabob, as the firft and molt eflcntial Condition o f  a Treaty 
with the prefent Nabob. The Advantage gained by the Zemindar will be alfo very confiderabl^ 
as it has always been my Opinion that his Authority in his own Government (hould be left free 
and iinco;uroLiled. As long as this Advantage is prelerved to him, he triuft conflder it as his In-
tcred to be the Tributary of the Company, rather than o f the Nal:^b<

“  Mr. Barwell.— The Policy which the Company have laid down to be purfued, orders us tp 
confine our Views to the Territories o f  which we are already poflefled, and o f courfe precludes the 
pcrnicious Confequences which another Syftem might influence. The Company, it is obvious* 
never intended that, upon the Nccefflties o f our Allies, we fhould grafp at any,Part o f  the Terri­
tory they poiTelRd. T!)e Son o f a Map with whom we were fo lately iijtirrutely connedtcd, upon 
a Suppdrition of his ftanding in Need o f our Afliftance, ought not, in my Opinion, to be ftrippcd 
o f  any I'ar; of his paternal Territory. I am therefore agaii>ft any Separatjon o f  Gauzipore, a$ 
inconfifteiit with Equity and the Company’s Inftrvidtions, I f  we can fccure to the Son o f Sujah 
Dowlah any Advantages as an Equivalent for fuch a Ceffion, I think in that Cafe it ought to be 
demanded ■, ocherwife, that we fliouid be content with receiving from him whatever may be the
Charge of the Armament th^t marches to his Afliftance.

“  Colonel Monfori.— A s I confider the Company’s Intereft as the Rule o f  my Condud, I can 
have no Ob)c£\ion to the Whole or any Part o f the Tribute o f the Zemindar of Gauzipore being 
demanded for the Company; but I would by no Means, conlidi^ it a$ an abfpluce Condttkin to be 
made in confcqyence of the ];:)efen6ve TreR%  a&l know o f IK) Oonjpen&tipn that is piopofed ta
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be given to the Nabob for to conCderable a CcQlon. 
“  General Clavering.— It is eqqally repugOVJt t<to my Me** of Jy ftice, and to my Conception 

of the Company’ s Inrentions of'not enlarging tbeir Terriiowej, to ftrip anjf Prtnce o f hii Pofielr 
fions to enlarge the CompanyV Territories. I only wifh to obtain the Stwereignty o f Gau*ipoji» 
by a Negociation for equivalent Services, and for the Pr««e&ion to be jgiwn to tn  ̂Habob. I f  he 
p eafes to cede it to upon thfifc Terms* it raajr be held, bv the Company withAtu. extending the 
Lin e of Defencc which the Coi?rt o f  h «  prefcriW  for the Rulei of our ConduA, beyond
the Bounds of our pitfent Eng^ei^ents, %  this t>w g(S»teft pQfiibk A d r a n t^  will bn 
obtained for the Co^ipany/wpbut ekhffr vlplatios the excm ing the
Company’s Orders, fince the Po)^R î»n w  ^ .tibe o f  t ^
SpverHgnty and Tribute to bjc dra#n f|̂ iiĵ  it 

« Thie Gpv^r/iof General h i i j ^
« I am of Opinion that a, Zê

tnindar of Gauzipore. i but 1 4# not thi^ Wje oiightv î  ̂ Article, or that hi$ Re-
ftif̂ l to confept tp,it &c»uld gTQV)S wIm{̂ iQ)en̂  ̂ tt)« Ti«aty. The Ẑ emiit?,

«f Benarej, tKe pai<f in Acknov«]ed̂ ;caii;at.<̂  Aia Sove-.
rei^ty » admitted, is but Se;cijrî . f b r ' P i l c h a r g p  l^ogageinenu
wim the Company. . -' , .AM)?::''''''' \

*• It is for e.'d’<(r wi$h,in our R«ac^ «n4 nuiy be attached at.«nr1̂ ^,{Q fach a
Failure bn the P%rt of the and ' A.ConTiaion thia.
Advantage, ip4 a Dread of inpjrringfjfo will at Cafe
of abfolute Und t^  ^iwfe oi O enî vftKUy prove
a gr«ater,fls*ij!|# tfe Poafe*6ô ;:tbw»’iFthft Bewciitt8̂ ,̂ ,<?tt«W«Wsd'efttte to,,

“  K efdlvf^™  for the,Tflll f̂lex)f ccmfidcretf.
an abfolute and Atiicle *lti tbb'NegociiidoQ with the NiMikt
; «  TheQ'Ovefn^ '̂©wi?ri4:ptonp<ii(  ̂ . . f , , ,., , ,,

;•» 'Wtether,the' SutSife'<tO-*3C A iS » fe
by .Ihe'ptQpoied :-:'lhe;:;|)r̂ t':FMXulum jhtSOfMl
« <>r wh«toctMar S(innl̂ ^̂  v. .
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«* Tribute frort thVllajah of ieriares be trafiJ-
^teted1!̂ |l3»  GofnpanJ^ w  Monthly SubiSdy on its preieut Footing *
this h ^ e ve r ftjouM be our fliouldbei that the Pay of our
T ro o p s !whik in the Nabdt>*«^S^

« iMfr, Ba w e ll is o f  ©pinion, tbat i f  the 2»io,6oo Etipees are not enough, the Sobfidy (hould 
be made equal to the real Expence. :

“  Colonel M onfon.--If the prefent Swbfidy is not etjtial to the Expence, a Demand (hould be 
rftade ̂ in iJie Ntfaob^to to the Expence o f the Troops he may require.

“  General Claveringi-w-As I only ,G(?nlcnted that he Ihould have the Afliftance o f  our Troops on 
Condition o f the CeOion oC G a u z i^ r  to the Company> I am o f  Opinion, that without that Con­
dition obt«incd, no Subfidy whatever will be equivalent to the Kil'quc and lixpcnce which the 
Company may Ik  drawn into, in confequencc o f our affording S^mport to a Prince fo incapable of 
governing as the young N a b ^  is reprftfented to law, and who is lorroundcd on every Side by C«m- 
petitors 10 the iwerAl Countries lo which he has fucceeded. The prclcnt RubGdy is thought to be 
mferior fo tlM Expence <iif the Troops in the Field by 70,000 Rupees per Month, exclufive o f the 
Coft o f  bringing Recruits from Etnsope, and the Price o f  Military Stores i the Amount and the 
Value o f  which cannot be eftimated.

The ̂ ^overnor Gener*l.f-it ani o f  Opinion* that the prefent Subfidy is fufficient, and that it 
o ^ h t  not to be encre^fed. 1 doubt whethei  ̂a hrg6f Sum would in reality prove a Gain to the
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Reiblved, T hat an IncrAafe o f  the Sabfidjr b e  deniKnteied frottl the N ^ b ,  to trtake it equal 
to thC'Expenee '

*‘ O w re d , That the Secretary prepare Inaruftions for the Rcfident at the Court of Oude*
Agneabl̂  to the above Hefolutions, and thofc of the 13th Ultimo/’

To prove that the before, mentioned Refolu^n particularly referred to by the 
Manager® for the Commons, fupra Page 48, relative to the Rajah of Gauzcpoor being 
made independenti was communicated to the Court of Dire61:ors j 

T h t 'iVunefs prodwccd Boo^Xi intituled, Bengal Letters received from lath 
April 1774, to 6th AprU 1775/,'

Read, I ft, ad, 34, 4 5th, and 6th Payagraphs of a General Letter, Secret De- 
pitttment, dated Fort WiUiam, a4th March 1775, to the Court of Direftors.

♦* T o  the Honourable the Cdart o f  Diredors for Affairs o f the Honourable the United Com- 
\ thc;Eaft Indies,,''

*• f?.onourable S i r v - —
«  ift. W e  had the HonoUf to addrefs you in Duplicate from this Department by the Bute and s«cret t>ep, 

Padfick, under Date 04th o f laft Month. ‘
« adt Soon after the Departure o f thefe Ships, we refumcd the Gonlideration o f the Con­

ditions on which it would ise expedient to renew our Treaties with the Nabob of Oude, ihould h« 
require it.

« 3d, The iSubje£l: Cduncil with ev<^ D^jree o f  Attention and crreumft^ntial
BlfeWiOfn WMch iti Conf«fflMenc«S' tlem  ̂ Arguments o f  the difiTerent Mehi^
bietl*M<i ^My iwoipded Tlie Refolutions o f  the
l^ard upon thetn weie in Siibftanoe

** m t wfc & Q gil to the Nabnb the PolTeOlon o f  his ancient Dominion
o f O u w , w i t ^ t  thofe Corah and lUahabad conditionally, till
your ■ I)«tcrm'H\ati(in \9nvi^e''Treaty'Of-^]^aw^

* *41^ That we w  tot take upon the Deface of the ConqutifU of the late Viiicr in
jDoaub.:'iifeany; ̂ hj^ , i

the , Cbtiwa^ in their l^jg^tnents with reipe  ̂to the Rohilk

[••"'4tmy. iiny nt^-'-'lfreafy with-Mm,' that the Rajah.of Gau-
Ihould bft rendered totally pdepeodent,,^  ̂ free Autitofity in his

lO ^  Domiflionst iSttbjtt  ̂Dtily to the F ay^
“  That in Retuca t^: ;̂|r«i]|«it» Mii4 f  r^&k>n, ^hich we thus agreed to afford 

Wibbk of the,-"

« <^y# Troops marclir.,
to; the .nMl -

wthe M dent at il» conf. 8th

b ( i ( all theCI#>s,'jn

iifltan liim ia tm  Affd i i c ^ r  iR d ill •  l e f p e ^ l  «nd ami*
" " ..  ....  ' ................. ":,N 'caW*
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cable Manfter to cvpofe to him our Reafons for tiic Limitations we propofed in the Treaty, and 
for exf)ctfking the Equivnicnt we demand. W e even gave him Liberty, m cafe he fhould find the 
Nabob dilpofcd to comply with the Ceffion of the Tribute of Gauzipore, which wc look upon as 
an eflcntia Article for the Company’s Intcreft, to yield fomething in the Article o f the Subiidy for 
the T roop s; and to intimate, as from himfelf, that we may content ourfelves with the prefent Sti­
pulation, or fome other Sum fliort o f  the real Expcncc.

“  6th. But if  the Nabob fhould pofitively refufe to treat on the Terms above mentioned, we 
then dirc<5h*d Mr. Briftow to liifpend all further Negociations with him, informing him at the 
fime time, that it is our Determination, in this Cafe, to withdraw our Troops from his Country, and 
to notify to U3 his iJrecife Aufwcr.

“  Signed, Warren Haftings.
J, ClavcMng.
Geo. Monlon.
Rich'’. Harwell.
P. Francis.’*

T o  prove that the Sovereignty o f  Benares was transferred to  the C om pany, the W it -  
nefs produced Book A I . intituled, “  Bengal Secret C onfu ltations, from  6lii June to  
3 irt Ju ly  1-775.”

jlca d , fo llow in g  E xtracts, beginning at P age i  o f the fame B ook.

“  Kort William, 6th June 1775.
“  A t a CountlT', Prefent,

The Honourable Warren Haftings Efquire, Governor General, Prefident > 
Lieutenant General John Clavering,
The Honourabki George Monfon,
Richard Barwell, -1 E fq u k a .-  
Fhihp rranciSj J  •

“  The Perflan Tranflator fends in the following Tranflation o f  the Letter cnclofed in Mr. Bri- 
ftow’s laft l  .etter, received and entered in Conlultation 31 ult”,

“  Copy of a Repreicntadon delivered to the Nabob Alopii ud Dowlah, on the 15th o f Rub- 
bee-ul-Auwrel (i6 th M ay), from M r. Briftow, cnclofed in that Gentleman’s Letter to the Board, 
d.ited 17th May 1775.

“  It occurs to me, that if your Excellency would grant the Company the Revenue and per­
petual Jurifdidion o f Rajah Chite Sing's Zemindarry, on Condition of their protcfting the Coun­
tries of O td , Corah, and lllahabad, as fpt cified above, and encreafe the Sum formerly itipulated 
fbr the Pay o f the Engiilh Troops, the Englifti Chiefs would probably confenr thereto. The 
rqfigning them fo fmall a*Diftri6V, from which your Excellency derives to little Advantage, and 
where your Authority is fo limited, in Comparifon o f your othtr Dominions, is a Matter o f no 
Confequence to you.

“  I have drawn up the Articles, which now occur to me, in the Form o f a Draft o f a Treaty, 
which I now fend your Excellency j and fuch as I do not at prefent recollcft, when they occur to 
me, I will reprefent to you, and at the Tim e o f  coiicluding the Treaty betwixt your Excellency 
and the EngUfh Chiefs, I will infert them therein.

“  Draft o f the propofed Treaty.
<* Whereas the rincereft Fricndfhlp and firmeft Union fubfifted between the late Nabob Vizier 

ul Mammaluk Afoph Jah SoujSh ul Mitik, the Nslbob Sujah ul Dowlah, and the Honourable 
Eaft India Company *, and as the Niibdb Afoph ud Dowlah Tahyau Khan Bahadre Huzzubber 
Jung is the immediate Heir to all the Dominions o f  thefaid Nabob dcccafed, the Nabob Afoph 
ud Dowlah and the Nabob Amad ud Dowlah, M r. Warren Haftings Bahadre Jelladur Jung, 
jPrefident and Governor, and the other Members o f  the Council o f  Calcutta, in the Name and on 
the Part o f the EngVi£h Company, da engage, on their refpedlive Parts, to obferve the' following 
j^cttcjes.

' A r t i c l e  V .
** The faid Nabob engages to grant the Revenues and perpetual JuriiUiiftion o f  Rajah Chite 

SingV 2 «hind4fy to the Englifh Coinpahy, on Condition o f  their proteSit^g his Country as afore- 
mentioil^,

‘ ‘ Read ^ Letter from M r. Bri0ai^, as follows:
”  Honourable Sir, and Sirs, .

“  M y luiff v»as dat<ed 17th Inftant, fince when my lias been.token up in
urging thfr PropoiWs for tlw ^

“  The thU a verbal Anfwer, dMtt he «cquicfced ia  them all, and

wouUl To.tn(irtWrfih4%
** l^eceived Letter^ fram M r. f ir i f t^ , the ICelident at the C o m  o f

■0«de, ' ; '  '
”  HonowaWc $ir* and 18 ^

M X adcif«ffi;d Uie
** Having



“  Having finaJljr fettled the pnofwfcd Treaty between the Nabtib Auffop-up-Dowkh and tlie 
Honourable Company, I herewith enclofe the Copy of it in the Pcrfian Language, and a Trani- 
ktien  io Englifti v the Original I did not chufe to truft by the Dawk, for fear of Accidents.

“  The Nabob objeded to my inlerting any Thing concerning the Money Engiigcmcnts of the 
Company with the late Vizier in the Treaty, upon the Pretcnce, That it (the I'rtaty) related 
only to what was to be perpetual. Such Matters as were only temporary and pcrlbnal ought to be 
confirmed in fcparate Papers o f Agreement. In this Liglu too he was pleaded to confider tiic 
delivering over Benares without Incumbrances o f Tuncaws, &c. The Copies of the Agreements 
in Perfian, and the Tranflations in Englilh, I herewith enclole. That relative to the Money will 
be returned on his Excellency’s performing it. The other, relative to Benares, fliall be fent along 
with the Treaty, by any Mode o f Conveyance which the Honoiiruble Board may be plcaled to 
point out. %

“  Together with the Treaty, I received Perwannahs from the Nabob to H ijah Chytc Sing, the 
Cutwal, and the Daroga o f the Mint at Benares, diredtiiig them to deliver over their I’cp a-atc i riifb 
to the Company at tne ftipulated Time. I have encloled the oiiginal Pcrwannas by this Night’s 
Dawk to Mr. Motte, defiring him and the other Parties to acknowlcdge.the Receipt of them.

“  The Nabob AulTuf-ut-Dowlah, Icayaa Cawn, Behadre Hozebbur Jung, on the one Parr, and 
the Honourable Warren Haftings Efquire, Governor General, and the Members of the Supreme 
Council o f Fort William, for and in the Name o f thcEnglifli Eafl India Company, on the oiher 
Part, agree to the following Articles.

[“  Fifth. The faid Nabob, for the Defencc o f his Country, as above fpeciffed, declares, 
that he has given up, o f  his own free WtM and Accord, unto the Engli/h Company, all the 
Diltrifts dependent on Rajah Cheyt Sing, together with the Land and Water Duties, and the 
Sovereignty of the, faid Diftridts, in Perpetuity, That the Englifh Company fliall, after One 
Month and a H alf from the Date of this Treaty, take upon them the Sovereignty and i^ofleflion 
o f the Diftridls under R^ah Cheyt Sing, a,s here-under fpecified; viz.

Sirkar Benares — . The Diftrifts o f juanpore.
Sirkar Chumar —  Bijchpore Bahdow.
Sukteflqun ~  MuUbofs Kawfs.
The Sirkah Gawzypore.
T he Pergunnah of Seckunderpore Jeride Shaay, Abad, Toppa SurchehUr, & c.

as formerly, the Mint and Cutwally of Benares.
Compared with an attefted Copy lent down by Mr. Briftow, and found to be an cxadt Tranf- 

lation, except that the Word Bahdow, in the Lift of Dittridts, was omitted, which I 
have inferted.

(Signed) J. H . D ’Oyly,
A d in g  P" T '. ”

”  Tranflation o f  an Agreement under the Seal o f his Excellency the Nabob Auffup ul 
Dowlah.

In cafe o f any Perfons having any Demands, or having received Tuncaws, on llajah Cheyt 
Sing, or on the Diltrifts under him, agreeable to my Orders, fuch Demands * Tuncaws do not 
depend on the faid Rajah, or on the faid Diftrifts, but arc due from myfelf.

“  The Pofleffion and Sovereignty in Perpetuity of the faid Diftrifts under the faid Rajah, with­
out Incumbrances, Delay, Dues, Debts, Tuncaws, &c. I wholly give up to the Englilh Com­
pany, at the Expiration o f One Month and a Half.

“  Dated the aoth o f  Rubby ul Ewnt, 1189 o f the Hfgira, or the a i  o f May 1775.
“  A  true Trantlation.

« (Signed) John Briftow, Reftdent at the Court o f the Nabob o f Owd.
”  Compared with an attefted Copy fent down by Mr. Briftow, and found to be an cxad 

Tfanflation.J-
(Signed) J. H . D , Oyly,

p.n 'T '.**

« Agreed that the following Letter be written to Mr. Briftow.

T o  Mr. John Briftow, Refiident at the Court o f the Nabob o f Ow'de.
Sir,

W « have received your Letter, incloflng Copies o f the Treaty propofed to be entered intd 
by the CoTRpany with the N atob Afoph ul Dowlah, and of the fcparate Engagements executed 
by him. W e entirely appn>ve o f en^ry Article in the Treaty, and the Negociation of it. W e 
have ordered T w o fair C<^ie9 to ts« Imnrediately engroflCed in Form, which we ftiall tranfmit 

liipa as pofilble, w*ith oor % n xture and Seu  o f the Company affixed to each, that you 
n u y  obeatm the S«1  and Stgnature N tbob in like Manner, to return them to us.

** tacMO T iaic, hcwever, yo«i will cUreftly make known to the Nabob our Acceptance 
o f th it^ r e it ty "  '

Abcn^entioned Titaty with the Nsil)ot> Aibph 
ul Dowliih was coa^fuiicated 40 the Court of Directors)

* ’ S« in OfiE.
■ 9 the
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*lh June.

j i t h  .fiine, 
j lh  July,
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T h e  W itnefs produced B ook V I .  intituled, “  Bengal Letteî s received i6th M ay 

1 7 7 5 , to 20th January 17 7 6 ."
Read, 2d and 3d Paragraphs o f  a G eneral L etter, Secret D epartm ent, from  the 

Prefident and C o u n cil at F o r t  W illia m  in Bengal, to  the C o u rt o f  D ire flo rs . Dated 
3d A u g u ft  1 7 7 5 .

“  Signed, Warren Haftings.
J. Clavcring.
Geo. Monlbn.
R-*. Barwell. 
i'. Francis.

“  2d. It is now with the grcateft Satisfaftion we can inform you* that the N^bob Afoph ul 
i)owlah has confcntcd fully and totally to the Terms we propofed for a new Treaty with him, as 
advifcd you in our Letter of the 24th of March laft. T he Treaty was finally adjufted between 
the Nabob and the Kelidcnt, at his Court, on the 21ft o f  May lalt, and the Ratification exe- 
eutcd by us imniediatcly after the Receipt o f the Treaty.

“  3d. In the Confultarion referred to in the Margin, is infcrted an exaft Copy o f the Treaty as 
figned by us. 7  lie Ai tides differ in nothing effcntial from thofc agreed upon to be oilered to 

^hc Nabob, when we firll dtrteruiincd to renew our Alliancc with him. Tlie Cefllon o f Benares, 
and the other J crntories o f tJic Rajah Chcit Sing, to the Company, we flatter ourfelves will 
prove j:icrfc(llly agree.ible to your Ideas, as it conveys a valuable Acquifition to the Company, 
without incumbcnng them with any new Enfi^emcnt;?, or loading them with additional Expences; 
nor, indeed, is it liable to the Objcftion o f  involvihjg them in the Tropljlc o f  new Colleftions, 
and new Eftablifliments, with all the Diforders which attend them. TIic Revenue which ac* 
crues from this Acquifition amounts to Rupees 23,72,656: 12, and will be paid by the Rajah in 
monthly Payments as a neat Tribute, without rendering any Accounts o f his Colledioii*, or 
being allowed to enter any Claim for Dcduftions. Y ou will obfervc, that the Ceflion of the 
whole Zcmindary o f Chitfing, with all the Powers and Rights annexed to .it, is made immedi­
ately to the Honourable Eaft India Com lany, without any Participation Vifith the Subah o f thefe 
Provinces, or any formal Union o f  T it e or Poflcfiion between this and the Company's former 
territorial Acquifiiions. In the Treaties entered into with the late Vizier Suja Dowla, in the 
Years 1765 and 1770, the Company’s Reprefentatives afted as Plenipotentiaries from the Nabob 
Nugum ul Dowlah, and his Succeflbr Syeful Dowla. W c hope that our fccuring to the Com­
pany the exclufivc Right to the rich Zcmindary o f Benares, independent o f the Sovereignty o f  
Bengal, will be deemed a Service of Importance to their Interefts, and favoured with their A p ­
probation. It is not yet finally fettled with the Rajah, whether the Tribute Ibail be paid ac 
Patna or Csilcutta. W c wait his Anfwer to our Propofal on this Head, as well as to fome others 
regarding the Cutwally and Mint at Benares, and to <n>r Recommciidatiqn o f  his keeping up a 
Body o f  Cavalry t6 be ready for our Affiftance when called upon. When*thcfe Matters are ad­
jufted, we fhall duly advil'e yo u i in the mean Tim e, the CSovernor General’s Propofals refpeding 
them, and our Deliberations upon them, will be feen in the ConfulcatioDS."

T h e n  the M anagers for the C om m ons ih t e d . T h a t  having traced the Bufincfs as far as 
the T ra n sfe r  o f  the Sovereignty o f  Benares to  the E a ft C om pan y, and all the 
R ig h ts  o f  the different Parties, at tli,  ̂ different P ciiod s a t  Which they held thern, they 
w o u ld  nov̂ r proceed to fljevv w h at ^ f  C on ^ rn iation  o f  the vaiiou s
jRjghts o f  C h eyt Sing, ^ere granted to h im  by th e E a ft  India and as the
jie x t  Paper they propofed to  read, w o u ld g o  to feveral o f  the A B ^ fttio n s in  this A rtic le , 
th e y  thought it proper to  tpp rife  th e  Houfe* th at it related n ot o n ly  to  the general Set­
tlem ent propofed w ith  the R ajah  e h c y t  Sing, b u t to  th e G ran ts o f  the C u tw a lly  and 
M in t , and to  the Propofal o f  Ids m aintaining a certaui Body o f  Cavalrjr.

T h e  W itnefs was defired produce S ccw t C o tiJ iilta ti^

J u ly  1 7 7 5 , in  B ook X I .
TI1C, M w iagerfi fo r  the Com iiioias w H ch

they w ere about to  fead fro n i t̂hitt
the Defendant's own Obferyatipii| and Comments on pf 
it might; p̂ttehaps, theitfbw to
veffiveW
'Tropollti<lJ?î •:#̂ |i|̂ p̂b̂ er̂  on
' i l ie  other, P rop o$ ilfi^ ''’''tIi^
^ tion ,, atid'fo^oovjAvThe '

i ' I h f e ; ,  fcom
XL p.
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“  Fort Williatri, 12th June 1775.
** A t  a C ouncil; Prcfcnt, Secret Î pi.

The Hottourftble Warren Haftings, Governor Gcnchal, Prdident. Monday.
Lieutenant General John Clavcring.
T he Honourable George Monlort.
Hichard Barwell, r̂ r
Philip Francis,

“  Read and approved the Confultation o f the 8th inftanr.
The Treaties with the Nabob Afoph ul Dowla being written fair in Englifh arid Perfian, Treaty exe- 

agrecd that they be figned and fealcd with the Company’s Seal, and tranriDicicd to Mr. Briltow, 
with the following Letter.

T o  M r, John Briftow, Refident at the Court of the Nabob of Owd.
** Sir,

“  The Treaties being drawn out in Form, and ratified by usj we now inclofc them to be 
executed by the Nabob, after which you will rctuin one of the Copies to us, and deliver the other 
to him.

”  Fort W illiam, “ W e are, & c.
12th June 1775."

“  The Governor General lay« before the Board tJ*e following Minute and Obfervations for' 
their Confideration.

”  The Sovereignty o f  che Zcaimdarry « f  fienaris, and its Dependencic*, having been ceded irt 
Perpetuity to the Honourable Company, by the Fifth Article of the Treaty lately formed with 
the Nabob A flbf o Dowla, it becomcs immediately neceflary to determine in what Manner this 
Right lhall be cKcrcilcd, and the regular Payment o f the Revenue due fronvthe Rajah fecured.

“  The Governor General moves, That tliis SubjeiS: be taken into the Confideratiori o f the 
Board, and fubmits to their Cnrreftion and Approval the following Flan o f Settlement with 
Rajah Chcit Sing, to be obferved until the Pleafure o f the Company refpeding it ihall be 
known, declaring his Readinefs to acquiefce in any other which may be propofed on Terms by 
which more efFedtual Provifion may be made for the Intcrell of the Company, without an En­
croachment on the juft Rights o f tlic Raph, or the Engagements aftually fubfifting with him.

“  Prop. I .  That Rajah Cheyt Sing fljall pay into the Treafury o f the Honourable Company at 
Patna, in equal monthly Payments, the yearly Revenue of 22,48,449, SenewantR*. being the Sum 
fettled with the late Nabob Sheja Dowla, and confirmed by an Agreement executed by the faid 
Nabob, in Prefcnce o f  the Prefident o f the late Council o f Fort William, at Benaris, under Date 
the 6th September 1773.

** Obfcrv, I. There is no Queftion that the Rajah can well afford to pay thi< Proportion of the 
Rents o f  his Zemindarry, which confifls ot as rich and well cukivated a Territory aj any 
Diftritl perhaps o f  the lame Extent in India.

“  T he Company have a clear and indifpiitable Right to this Sum, nor is it likely that he 
will either conteft it, or defire any Remiffion o f it. Befides, the other Conditions pro­
pofed in this Plan will virtually prove both an Augmentation o f  his and a
Diminution o f his real Payments to Government, as will be ibewn in the Remarks on the 
Lift Article.

“  It is propofed to receive the Payment o f his Rents at Patna, becaufe that is the neareft 
Provincial Station, and becaufe it would not fruftraie the Intention o f rendering the Rajah inde­
pendent. If a Refident was appointed to receive the Money as it became due at Benaris, 
fuch a Refident would unavoidably acquire an Influence over the Rajah and over his Country, 
which would in Effctl render him iheMafter oi both. This Confequence might not perhaps 
be brought completely to pafs without a Struggle, and many Appeals to the Council, which, 
in a Governmeot conftltuced like thisi cannot fail to terminate againft the Rajah i and, by the 
Coiyftrui^on to which fais Oppofidon to the Agent would be liable, might eventually draw on 
him feverer Rettridions, and end in reducing him to the mean and depraved State of a mere 
Zemindar.

♦* Prop, a- That the Rajah, fllall be empowered toexercife a complete and uncontrouled Autliority 
over Zemindarry, uiuier the acknowledged Sovereignty o f  the Honourable Company* in the Go* 
vernmeitt o f  the Country depsodeot on hini, in the o S le a io n  o f the Revenues, and in the Admini- 
ftration o f  Juftice.

“  Obfcrv. a. The Advantagw whkh the Rajah will'receive from thefe Conceflions, exclufive 
oftbeGratiBcatbns whidi his Prkie would obtain from the PoilelTton o f a State o f Power and 
Diignity, unknown to any o f ht« Anceftors, and the Security of his Pcrfon and PoiTefTions 
frqw tM Con^any’s Procedtiont be rated equal to many Lacks o f Rupees, which« though 

|o hiflH are no Loft to the Governnieni on which he d^?endi, being all Articles o f in 
Vtfifarie Expence in Fees to the Mtnillers and Officers o f the Nabob, in the Charges o f  a double 
Eftabliiluwnt o f  Vackeels to both Gdverametits, in Prelencs and Charges o f  Acfommoda- 
tifui to  the Nabob tluriog his Refidence at any Pkce within the Boundari« o f his Zemin«

O  darry,

( S3 )
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darry, in the Frauds, Embczzkmcnts, and Oppreffions, cxercifed in the Mint and Cutwalljr, 
befidcs the allowed Profits o f thofc Officers, and the Advantages which every Man in occa- 
fional Power, or in the Credit o f it, might make o f the Rajah’s known Weaknefs, and the 
Dread he flood in, both o f the Difpleafure of the Nabob, and the Ill-will o f Individuals 
among the Englifh, who were all confidcrcd cither in their prefent Si:ations or Connexions, or 
the Right of Succefljon, as Members of tlie State o f Bengal. It would be fcarce pofliblc 
to enumerate all the Inconveniencies to which the Rajah was liable in his former Situation, 
or 10 t itimate theprecife EfFedl which they produced on his Revenue, and on the grofs Amount 
of his Kxpet)ces i but it may be eafily conceived that both were enormous, and o f a Nature 
the mod likely to lefTcn the Profits o f Government, inftead o f adding to them,

“  Prop. 3. That Sunnuds be granted to the Rajah, fpecially conferring upon him the Power o f  
appointing Olficers to the Charge of the Cutwally and the M in tof Benaris; tht lalter to be fubjedt 
to fuch Orders and Regulations as the Governor General and Council lhall at any I'ime think 
proper to decree.

“  Obferv. 3. Thefe Oiiiccs have been confidered as Marks of Sovereignty j at leafl:, this has ferved 
for the Pretext to withhold them from the Pofieflion of the Rajaii, to whom they have been a 
heavy Grievance, the Cutwally efpecially, which, being held in Farm, and exercifed under 
the Authority o f a Prince who had no Intereft in the Welfare or Eafe o f his People, has 
always been reprefented, as in its obvious Tendency it could fcarce fail to prove, a Source of 
the worft Corruption and OpprelTion, from which there was no Ap{JCal. If there be any 
W eight in the Plea for referring thefc Prerogatives to the Company, the Grant o f them to the 
Rajaii himfelf, by fpeciai Sunnuds, will be a fufficient Exprefllon o f their Sovereignty, al­
though the Iblemn Renunciation o f it already made by the Nabob o f Owde, is the beft and 
moft valid Charter under which it can be claimed; and while they have Three Brigades and a 
full Tre.afury to aflert it, there is no Fear that their Right to it will be oppofed by Reafonings 
drawn from implied Symbols o f Dominion.

Some Regulations will be immediately neceflary for the Mint, and others may occa- 
fionally become fo. N o Alterations flbould be made in the W eight or Alloy o f  the Coin to 
be debafed, and the Rajah himfelf hold his Hight to the Mint on Condition of his faithful 
Obferv'ance o f thefc Rules.

“  By the Cuftom o f Benares, all Rupees ftruck in the Mint are called Siccas, and pafs as 
thfc current Coin o f the Country for One Year 1 after which they are charged with a Batta, 
varying from 2 to 3 -I- per Cent, accordinjg to their Dates, and pafs under the Denomination 
o f Sunwants or Gowher Shakees. It is m thefe Species that the Rents are payable to Go­
vernment } and while they continue o f  equal and proper Qualities, they may be introduced 
into Circulation in the Province o f Bahar without Lofs to the Company, and with an A d ­
vantage to the Collcdlions,

“  But the greateft Care ought therefore to be taken that the Rupees be not debafed i for 
i f  they are, they will dccafion a double Lofs on the Company, by the immediate Difcount on 
them in the Treafury, and by a falfe Currency introduced into the Revenue.

Prop. 4. That in Return for tliefe Conceffions, and for the Performance o f his Duty as a VafTal 
to the Company, the Rajah lhall engage to maintain in conftant Pay, and ready at all Times for im­
mediate Service, a Body o f Twothpqfand Horfe, on fuch a fixed Eftablilhment as (hall be pre- 
fcribed by the Governor General .'ind Council and that whenever the Service o f this Corps (hall 
be required by the Governor General and Council, it fliall be configned to the Command o f fuch 
Officer or Officers as they {hall appoint, and be allowed from the Company an additional Pay or 
Gratuity o f Fifteen Rupees per Month for each private Mat), and in Proportion for the Officers o f 
the faid Corps, during the Tim e o f fuch Servict.

“  Obferv. 4, I rather propofe this for Confideration, than recommend it. Such a Body o f  well- 
difciplined and well-appointed Cavalry will give Credit to the Rajah, and may prove fervicc 
able to this Government, though the Occalions will rarely happen in which we (hall want it. 
T h e additional Pay will make them our own, when we do want them, and will be no 
great Expence.

•• Prop. 5. That while the Rajah lhall continue faithful to thefe Engagements, and puhftaal in 
his Payments, and lhall pay due Obedience to the Authority o f  this Governmen^ no more |>:mands 
fhall be made upon him by the Honourable Company, o f  any Kind, nor on «oy Pretciwe whai- 
Ibever ftiall any Perfon be allowed to interfere with his Authority, or to dtfturb the Peace d f his 
Country. ,

« Obfenr. 5. The voluntary Reftraint laid by the Government on its osWi Aditm *, will afford the 
Rajah the greateft Confidence, and naturally infpire him with $e»ift(nents d f F id d i^  ^nd 
Attachment, both from the Principles o f  Gratitude and Self-IntCftft. Without fome fuch 
Appearance, he will cxpeft with cwety Change o f GovernmeHl Ddnahds to be
made upon hitn* and will o f courfe defcend to ail the Arts o f  Irttiriguc atid Coocealment prac- 
tifed by other d e ^ d a n t  Rajahs, which will keep him indijgeit»t eventuaUjr
provT hurtful to the. Company. By proper Encouragement Prote^ he may praviei A 
proGtable Ig^eadant, « u&ful Barrier, and even a po f̂iicrful

■ ' ' ' will
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will be neither, if  the Conditions of his Connexion with the Company are left open to future 
Variations.

“  Ordered, That thefe Minutes be circulated to the Members o f the Board, for their more at­
tentive Perufal and Deliberation.

Warren Haftings.
J. Clavcring.
Geo. Monfon.
R .̂ Barwcll.
P . Francis.’*

•
T o  prove that the before-m entioned F lan  w as agreed to by the C ou n cil at C alcutta ;
R ead, E x tra 6 tt)f Secret C o n fa lta tio n , 5th Ju ly  1 7 7 5 , from  the fame B ook, p. 420.

“  Fort William, the 5th of July 1775- Secrct Pep.
“  A t a Council; Prefcnt, Wciinciû iy,

The Honourable Warren Haftings, Governor General, Prcfident j 
Lieutenant General John Clavcring,
The Honourable George Monfon,
Richard Barweil,
Philip Francis, J  ^  ’

“  Reconfidered the Governor General’s Minute and Plan propofed for a Settlement with Raja 
Cheit Sing, for the Countries lately ceded by the Nabob, which Minute, & c. are recorded in 
Confultation the lath June.

“  Read the Firft Article o f the propofed Plan.
“  The Governor General.— When I propofed the Sum of 22,48,449, Rupees, as the Sum to be Srttiemcnt 

fixed for tiie Raja’s annual Payments, I meant the Sum which the Raja adhially paid to the late ch"eir*s!iis!̂  
Vizier, being the Amount o f the Agreement made with the Vizier on the Acceffion of this Raja 
to the Zemindary o f Benares, and confirmed by ttie Vizier in my Prefencc •, but 1 have fince 
received from the Vackeel fundry Accounts, by which it appears that the Sum annually paid was
23,72,656 : 12.

“  Ordered, That the Accounts be entered after tlie Confultation. The Vackeel o f Raja Cheit 
Sing attending the Board in Confequence of the Defne of the Governor General to him, he is called 
in, and the following Qiieftions put to him :

“  Q i  In what Manner were the Payments o f the Revenue made to the late Nabob, and how 
was the Money remitted to him ?

“  A . A  Kiftbundee was formed at the Commencement o f  every Year, for the Payment o f  the 
Revenue by Monthly Kifls, or Inll llmcnts, into the Houfes o f Cufhmery M ull, and Latta 
Bucharaje, Tw o principal Shroofs at Benares, who were appointed the Nabob’s Receivers; they 
paid this Money to the Nabob partly by Tuncaws or Aflignments, anS partly by Remittances 
in Specie, through the Nabob’s Agents who were deputed to Benares for that Purpolc.

“  Q i  Whofc was the E.xpence o f the Shroffage and the Charges o f the Receivers?
“  A . The Nabob’s.

“  Q;_ Do you know whether it would be agreeable to the Raja, or will you undertake on hi*
Behalf to anfwer for his Confent, to pay into the Company’s Treafury at Calcutta, without 
Deduftion, and punftually, in equal Monthly Payments, the fame annual Sum which has been hither­
to paid to the late Nabob Vizier, and to tlic prefcnt Nabob Afoph ull Dowlah ?

« A . No. T he Raja could not agree to it 5 flie Rilk, the Expence, and the Length of the 
W ay, are infuperable Obftacles.

« Q . Do you know if the Raja would confent to pay his Rent at Patna ?
“  A . There are T w o Objedions j the Length o f the W ay, which would occafion a great E x­

pence, and the Rilk.

“  Q i  What Authority do you hold from the Raja, and under what Commiflion do you a£l ?
“  A . I have no other Authority than the Letter which I have delivered to you from my Matter.

The Vackccl now takes his leave and withdraws.

o f  what
wa* paid by the Raja to the late Nabob, but I thin f̂ ’s Trea-
fury at Calcutta, at the Raja’s Rilk and Expence.

« Nh-. Barweil.^— I agree to the Queftion, but prefer Calcutta j and if the Raja cannot be per- 
fwaded to make the Payments there, the Company might fubfcribe to the Difierence of Exchange 
and ReinittiMiCe.

•« l 4dnfon.^I agree to the Queftion, but think the Raja Oiould be alked to make hii
Paytncnt at Giteutta, 

General CUvcriog 1$ of the fame Opioion. 
« The
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«  The Governor General.— I agree with rhc Board tU t it would be mere expedient, bo« as it 

will be attencJed with a great Expence, the Raj-i will uc> Doubt require an Allowance for the Differ- 
eocc. It may be propoled to him,

“  Agreed to the Firft Article o f the Plan, but that it be propofed to the Raja tp pay his Tribute 
at Calcutta in/lead o f Patna.

“  Read tlic Sccond Article o f the Plan.
“  Mr. Francis approves of this Articlf, referving only our Claim to a reafonable Compcnfntion 

for the Surrender of the Cutwally and Man.igcment of the Mint to him, if  the latter ftiould be left 
entirely to him.

“  Mr. garwell is o f Mr. Francis’s Opinion.
“  Colonel Monfon,— No CpocclFion Ihould be made to the Rajaj he ftiould remain cxaflly in 

the fame State of Dependence and Subordination to the Company as he was in ^  the Nabob.
“  General Clavering.— I am of Opinion that the Raja fhouki hold his Zcmindary o f the Com­

pany, on the fame Footing prccifcly that he held it o f the late Nabob i and that, i f  the Adminiftra- 
tion o f Juftice be given to him, a fuir.uble Equivalent may be obtained, equal to the Advantage* 
that may accrue to him from it.

“  The Governor General obfcrves that his Opinion is included in the Queftion.
“  Agreed to the Second Articlc o f the Plan, but that a Compcnfati«Mi be demanded o f the Raja 

for the Cutwally.
“  Read the Third Article o f the Plan.
“  Mr. FraiKis.— 7’ he Grant of Sunnuds for the Cutwally fhould be in Confequence o f a 

pecuniary Compenratipn to be agreed upon between us and the Raja.'—-If it be thought fit to leave 
him in Poflefiion of the Mint, it may be neceffary that the Company fhould appoint a Mint Mailer 
to take Care that the Standard o f the Rupees, to be coined there, (hall not be altered, or that fomc 
other fufficitnt Precaution be taken fur that Purpofit. H e (hould aifci, I think, pay fomc Cutnpcn*
fation for fo great a Privilege as that of a Mint.

“  Mr. Barwell.— 1 think the Raja fliould be made the Officer o f this Government, to exercifc the 
Sovereignty in the Two Inftance* noticed in this Articlc, in preference to any other Pcrfon; he fhould 
pay to the Government the Sum at which tlse Cutwally and Miirt were lca(«d for this lafl Year, or 
upon a Medium for thefe Three laft Years, by the Nabob Vizier. It (hould be particuUrly fppcl- 
fied in the Articlc for the Mint, the Standard at which the Coin is to be kept up j and that, in con- 
(cqucnitc o f any Abufe proved upon the Officers entrufted with the Managenwnt, it lhall be dccnicd 
a Breach of this Article, and render 'f void.

“  Colonel Monfon,— Sunnuds may be granted to the Raja for appointing Officers to the Cutwally
and Mint, on his paying an annual Compenfaiion for them. The Raja to be rdponfjble that the
Coin be- not debafed ; if it fliouId, his Right to the Zcmiiidarry to be forfeited, ajid to be difpofed 
o f  as the Company flja]) think proper.

“  General Clavcring.--I have ijoObjedion to giving the Cutwally both o f Benares and Juanpore 
to the Raja, upon his nuaking a juft Compenfation for all the Ad/mtageft which he will receive trom 
it I and 1 am of the fame Opinion with regard to the M ini, provided it fhould be thoyght proper 
to eftablifli it at Benares, but in that Cafe there Ihould be either an Officer from this Government 
to fuperintend it j or the Raja fhould be fubjeft to a very fevere Penalty if  the Superimenfiancy o f  
it is left with him, and that he fliould debale the Coin •, but I think it is impoSible tu determine 
thcii: Points till we know the Raja's Sentiments upon them.

“  The Governor General’* Opinion is comprehended in the Queftion,
“  Agreed to the Terms o f  the Third Article, on the Raja’s paying an annual Compenfation to 

the Company for the Cutwally and the Mint, and obliging himfelf to ?oin Money ot the precifc 
Standard only, which fhall be fixed by the Board,

“  Read the Fourth Article.
“  Mr. Francis.— I obje<Jl to our coinpeljing the Raja to keep up an extraordinary Force for our 

Service, confKlering it in EfiFcftas an Encreafe o f the Tribute, which i* contrary to the Principles 
which have guided my Judgement from the firft Outfet o f this Negociation: 1 have no Objeftioa 
however, to its being made an Article o f Agreement with him, that hefliall cither put the Troop*, 
whigh he now keeps, upon n better Footing in point o f Difqplinc, or difjjaod them, and raifc an 
equal Number in their Stead. What will be the beft Method o f ipajting f«<:h Tropp* ulfcful, or 
whether Cavalry (hould be preferred to Infantry, are Points o f I do 09* pretend to
judge. 1 underltand that there are local Obje(flion8 to the IJtility o| C^v^lry In the Raja’s 
Country.

»* M r. Barwrll,— -1 am ofOpintoh, that the Raja'fhouW keep up fiiclii » Biody o f  Force^ but 
entertain  ̂the fame Sentiments wjth Mr. Francis relpefting its being o f  hU Tribute,
and o f  any Degree of Compulfion toinduoF him to It.

“  Colonel Monton.— 1 am of Opmion, the Company ihou3d itosiw!! itfio Affftance on the 
fatTie Terms he gave it to the V itiw , or the prefcnt Nabob. CavaJry, I utideruatid, is an tmpropw 
Force for this Country, which is bounded on the North by. the Gogr«f tHt̂ che South by the Moua« 
tains, on the W eft by Aibph «1 Dowla's Territories, and <he JBift by Bahar. T he E«cn« 
WelVvard from North to South is not above Fifty or Sixty which is wacerird by FiMW 
Cfae G^gra, theGum pty, the Say, add the Ganges & intaiKAai by many \rerycoofid)^«kilB N ufl
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tnd otherwifc ftrcngthened by Woods, Enclofures, and Villages. That Part to the Weft of tlie 
Frontier from the Gumpty to ihe Gangfs, is almoft an entire Jungle, inhabited by Robbt'rs. 'I hcic 
is no Ground in the Country, or its Environs, North, \Vt(l, nnd South, for Ibme Dillance, licc 
from Mountains, Nullas, ToflTcs, Brulhwood, or Jungle EiK-lolures and Villages j I thtrrctbic 
think. Infantry a more proper Forcc for this Country i but if die Raj.i iliouki be required to keep 
Cavalry, more for the Detcnce of thel'e Provinces than his own, they fliould be oifKcrcd and d.l- 
ciplined in the European Manner,

”  Gcnci^al Clavering.— I underftand that the Raja does keep up a large Body o f Cavalry, and 
that 500 o f thefe, which afiifted under the Command ot'Uu; Captain 01 die Govcmor’i Guards in the 
Conqueftofthe RohilU Country, were abfoluitly iifelers by their total \V;uu of Ihfcipline when they 
took the Field, but improved during the Campaign. I would not compcl the R.tja to keep up 
any Troops, b«t I would recommend it to him to maintain the Number which the Governor 
General has propofed for his and our AfTillance ; and as the Country of Bahar is oprn, whcic Caval­
ry may always act with great Advantage, and as the Company does not maintain any, 1 think it 
{nould be recommended to the Kaja to aj'point feme Officers to dilci[)lnie and (oiuniand
his Troops, by the Means of whii h great lienelk may be derived from them in cafe uf a War with 
the Mahrattas.

“  The Governor General.— The Accounts which have been given to me o f the Zemindarry of 
Benares, difler very much from Colonel Monfon’s Dctcription o f it, and reprcfent it as open, pcr- 
feftly well cultivated, and but lutle intcrledled with Rivers j the Gogra forms tlic Boundary o( one 
Part ofii:, and the other Rivers are very inconfiderable; all thefe lie to the North o f the (Janges-, 
on the South Side, I do not remember one: It is on this Side that Provifion fliould be made for its 
Defence, as it is liable to Invafion on the other from no Qiiarter but the I'rovuicc of Oudc. It 
was far from my Intention to propofe this or any other Ariitle to be impoftd on tlie Raja by 
Compulfion; I do not conceive he would objedl to this, but am willing to yield my Opinion o f  
the Propriety o f fuch an F.ftablifhmcnt to the General anil Colonel Monibn, who, from their E x­
perience, muft be the moft competent Judges; I only propofed it as an Article of Speculation.

“  Refolved, That it be recommended to Rajah Cheit Sing, to kce i up a Hotly of 2000 Cavalry, 
to be difciplincd after the European Manner, but that there be no Obligation on him to do it.

Read the Fifth Article.
Approved the Propofal in this Article.’*

N o tice  being taken, tliat, as the C lerk  read, the F ifth  A rtic le  apj>earcd to be ap­
proved by the Board w ith ou t C om m en t— T h e  M anagers for the C om m ons inform ed the 
H o u le  i t  was.

T h e  M anagers fo r  the C om m ons then ftatcd, that they w ould  next proceed to  (hew , 
that the P lan  fo approved o f  by the Board, was com m unicatid  to  the Rajah C h eyt 
S in g, under the Orders and A u th ority  o f  M r. H aftings, contained in certain In ftrac- 
tions to  M r. F o w k e ; w h ich  InlVruftions they Ihould alfo producc for the further 
P urpofe o f  ih e w in g  th e Senfe w h ich  the C o u n cil themfelves p u t upon the W ord s w hich 
have given  rife to  lb m uch D ifpu te, viz, “  T h e  Sovereignty o f  the C o m p a n y .”

T h e  W itnefs produced B o ok  X I I .  intituled, “  Bengal Secret C on fu ltations, 10th 
A u g u ft  to  ad 0 « o b c r  1 7 7 5 .”

R catl, the fo llo w in g  E x tra fls  from  Bengal Secret C on fu ltations, 24th A u g u ft 17 7 5 , 
beginning at P age H5 o f  the faid B ook.

”  Fort William, the 24th Augufl: 1775. fcciftncv*.
«  A t a Council} Prelent, ‘ ThurWay.

Thp HanouraWe Wi»rren H  Governor General, Prefidcnt.
' 'General'|o;^n ,

The Hoftburable G w r ^  Monfon.

The Secretary having prepared the Draft o f  Inftrudlions to Mr. Francis Fowke, and not hav­
ing;: fpccified the Amoun| m  the Sum, o f  the Nuzzerana, to be paid by the Rajah

“  Agreed, Th«t it be fijxt at iQ,oop Etipees, as the Board confidcr this Sum to be about equal to Rajah chryi
the VaJoe o f the Khelaat with which it will be neceffary to invcll the Rajah. fall  ̂uf

** The and agreed te as foil OWS t 10,()00 Ku*-

 ̂ “  Ihftrui&i<j(is to Mr.Frat^cis Fowke, *
^  appdinf you to proceed to Benares to  deliver to Raja Cheyt inflm îon.tu

Siifg IttVefttture from this Govcrntnent, of the Zcmindarry lately ceded by ‘
to the Company, knd to make fundry local Enquiries to enlble us,

IWate o f t h e  Raja o f  the Terms on
P  which
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which he ii to hold the Zcniindarry, we now furnifli you with full Inftruftiotis to accofnplifli theft 
E ihU.

“  2. On your Arrival at Benares you will wait on Raja Cheyt Sing, and prefeht him with the Sun- 
nuds which will be entruftcd to you for that Purpofe, having firft notified to him the Sovereignty of 
iheCoriiijany overall the Territories of his Zemindarry, and received from him, on account of thft 
Company, ;irui in ihcir Name, a Niizzerranncf, or Acknowledgment of his ValTallagC, whi(h We 
fix at 10,0 o Rupees •, you will then require him to publifh this A ft by Proclamation through, 
his Country, :(nd invirfl: him with a Khelaat in his Palace, with all the ufual Formalities,

“  You will next intorm the Raja that he is not to enter into any Alliance Or Engagement with 
any I' oreign Prince, on pam of forfeiting his Zcmindarry.

“  4. It will be proper to afiure the Raj.ih, that wc do not mean to incfrafe his 't'ributC, bot td 
require; from him the cxacH Sum, and in the fame Species o f Rupees, to be paid at Beharts, as 
he paid to the l.ite Vizier Suj.i ul Dowlah, befides whatever Equivalent may be fixed for the 
Grant of the Mint and Cutwally to him, the Whole to be difcliarged by equal tnonthly Kifls t 
and if we (hould find it expedient hrreafter to receive the Amount at the Prefidency, a I’uit- 
abk Deduction or Co/nmilFion Ihall be allowed to him for the lixpence and Riik o f tratjfpOrting 
or remitting it.

“  5. i'hat under the acknowledged Sovereignty of the Company, wc ar̂ - determined to leave hlrft 
the li( f and uncontrouieil Management of the internal Governmc-nt o f his Country, and the Col- 
JriHion und R (‘pilarioii o f the Kt venues, fo lonj; hs he adheres to the 7 'trms o f his EngiigemcntS, 
and will /It vtr demand any Aug.iicntation of the Annual Tribute which may be fixed.]

“  6. As we deem it very cil’cntial that the Raja, for the Protei9:ion of hisi 2icmindary, (hould main­
tain a Body of regular Troops, we would ftrongly recommend to him the keeping in conftanc 

and rt;uly at all Times for Service, T w o thouland Horfe, difciplined and clothed after the 
(•ur> pean Manner i wc cannot authorize you to infill upon this Article; however, as it appeal's fo 
obvious for his own Intereft, we doubt not but he will readily agree to icj and it muft be lef  ̂ to 
hiS Option to keep up or reduce his prf.{l-iH rjiilitary Eftablifljtnent : In Confequence, and as an, 
111 lucetiu-nt, wc will agree, thut whenever we may find Occafion fo fcall fOr the AfTiftancc o f  
this Corps, or any Part o f it, wc will pay a Gratuity of 15 Rupees per Month for each private 
Man, and in proportion for theOilicers, during the Time cĥ ir they may be in OUr Emplfiy.

“■ 7. I ’he kiija of Benares being very defirous ihat the Mint fliould be continued in that City, 
and that the Manapcrnent of it Ihould be intrulled to him, and having offered to pay the Com­
pany a fixed annual Compttnlation for that Privilege, wc have thought fit to dccline entering into 
any Agreement with him on the Subjed o f his Pro[)ofal, until we fhould receive fome certaiin In-* 
formation of tiu- jirefent State and Management of the Mint, and o f the probable Value o f  the 
Privilege propoled to be granted to the Raja.

“  8. W c therefore dire^ you to make a ftrift Enquiry into the following Points, and report ter 
us the mofl txad  Information you may be able to obtain tlierpn.

“  i ft, Wliat Sum the prefent Farmer of the Mint paid diredlly to the late or prc&nt Nabob 
o f Oude, or in Prcfcnts to liis Minifters, for that Farm,

“  zdh'. What is the exact Standard and W eight o f  the Rupees coined in that Mint 
in the Ccurfe o f  the laft Twelvc M onthl

“  3dly. W hat was the exad Standard and W eight of the beft Rupees that have been coined 
there at any Time fince the Year 1765 inclufive.

“  4thly What Quantity o f Bullion has been coined fince the Year 1765 inclufive, fpecifying 
the Number o f Ruj>ce» coined in each Year,

“  9. In the mean Time you may obferve to the Rajah, tjiat it k  to be madea neceffaryConditionr 
on our giving up the Mint to him, that the Weight and Standard o f the Coins, which (haU be 
ftruclc in it, be rixt by usj and that on Proof o f any Deviation trom them, or of his coining any 
other Specie in the Mint, the Grant o f it fliail immediatdy become void.

“  10. W c alfo direft you to enquire, and report to u^^wtiatSums were paid to the late or prefent 
Nabob by thel'cveral Cutwals in the Zemindarry o f Raja Cheyt Sing, for the Privilege o f bolding 
thofe Courts, in order that we may know what Compenfatio«i tiie C'ompsay nlay rcafonabijr c*p«ft 
for making over the Cutwally to the Rajah.

“  u .  It may be o f Service alfo, that we; Uiould be thorobghfy informed o f  ihe Natur*; o f  the 
Weights and Meafures in general Ufc in the Biftri^^s o f Gauasipore and we thiewfdrc de-
fire you will make yourfclf acquainted with thefe early a« you may bavj: iw and
report a State o f theiji to us. .

“  iz .  W c further think it ncceflary todirefl:, that you make fuch En<ji«ry a^you rnî y b t aWe into 
the State o f the Trade o f this Sieraindarry fô  ̂ fomie Years pafi:, but pactktilariy into ia  censmercial 
Intercourfe with the Company’s Provipces, the Reftridions it lies tinder, whether it has been in 
the Incrcafe or Decieafe o f late, and the Condition o f it at this Tinoe: Yo« will endeavour to ob­
tain a comparative Account of the Bxdort$ made to thofe Parts by thft diEfereht Earopean Nation# 
fettled in l^ngal, atjd report the W hole fbr our Inforaatioo, w iA  futfh Frbpofals as you aiay ihfalt 
fit to offSr for its Relief or Improvensent, . : '

** 13. As it will be impolTible for you to obtain a compieterit Knowledge o f this Brantfn 
diately, you may refer it for a future Report i firft tranfmttting us the livformatjon reqttiJt^ re- 
fpe^ ng the Mint o f Cutwally, in which we beg that no Time may be luil: i as we muft wait the 
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Rcccipt of it before we can fix the Annual Tribute to be paid by the Raja for the Cefllon o f tho(e
Articles, o f Courfc our Engagements witli him will remain lurpciuled till that Time.

“  14. But the other Articles from which the Nabob ot Owdc ul’cd to draw a Revenue, as will
appear from the enclofed Lift, which is as accurate as our Information would enable us 10 form 
it, we empower you to make a Grant of to the Raja, upon iuch Terms as you may deem equi- 
t£tble •, and you will little for thefe with him accordingly.

“  15. W e hat̂ e ordered the Commanding Officer at Chunar to (lop all the Europeans who may be 
found within t̂ he Limits of his Command, if they arc not furnilTicd wiili [>ropcr Pafiports $ and 
we enjoin you to give him Notice of any fuel), o f whom you may receive Infomnuion \ and you 
will endeavour to engage the Rajah to ufe every Means in his Power for preventing Europeans, 
but particularly Foreigners, from travelling through his Diftrids, without fuch Faffports from 
this Government. ..

“  Poftfcript.
“  W e have acquainted the Rajah, that it is neceffary he fliould take an Oath of Fealty or A l­

legiance to the Company, upon his being invefted with the Grant o f the Zemindarry; you will 
therefore require him to make the lame ort (hat Occafion.”

“  Ordered, That the ncctflary Sunnuds for granting the Zemindarry of IJennres and Gauzipore to SnnmuiRtc) i.c 
Raja Cheyt Sing be immediately prepared and delivered to Mr. Fowke, with the foregoing In- 
llrudlions.”  61̂ '.

T h e  M anagers fo r the C om m ons ftated, that they w ould next produce a L etter from  
the Board to  the R ajah  C h eyt S in g, w hich  accom panied M r . F o w k e ’s In ftriid lion s.
Sam e B o ok , P age 90.

“  Fort William, the 24th Auguft 1775.
“  Same Confultation.

“  Refolved, That the following Letter be written by the Governor General to Raja Cheyt Sing, 
to be delivered to Mr. Fowke with his Credentials.

“  T o  Raja Cheyt Sing.
“  By the Trfeaty concluded with the Nabob Afbph iil Dowlah on the 21ft o f May lad, of which 

you are already apprized, the Diftri£ts which you held as a Zemindarry from him, and from his 
late Father, the V iiier Suja ul Dowlah, have been ceded to the Englilh Company.

“  The Board have therefore thought proper to depute Mr. Francis Fowke, on their Behalf, to 
take Pofl'effn)n of thefe Territories; but being willing to continue the Grant o f  the Zemindarry to 
vou in as full and ample a Manner as you poflelled it from the former Sovereigns, and upon 
the fame Terms, that is to fay, on your paying to the Order of the fakl Company at Benares the 
annual Tribute of Rupees 23,72,656 ; 12, by regular monthly Kifts, or Payments o f Rupees 
1)97,721: 6 ; 4, in each Month, I have delivered to the Charge ot Mr. F. Fowke a Sunnud in the 
Name of the Company, with a Kclaat, with which he is empowered to inveft you in due Form, 
referving however to the Company, the Sovereignty o f the Country to the full Extent that it was 
or might have been held by the late or prefent Soubah o f Oudc. Upon Occafion o f this Invefti- 
ture, kfrcirpaying a NuzZerranna for the Company, which I have fixed at 10,000 Rupees, it is 
necefiary that you take an Oath of Fealty or Allegiance to the Company, by which you arc to 
wndcrftartd, that on forming any Alliance with a foreign Prince, or adding in any Manner con­
trary to the Fidelity which you have thus fworn to maintain to the Company, your Zemirularry,
"with all the Rights and Privileges granted to you by the Company, will become forfeited 1 and it will 
be propef that a public Proclamation Ihould be made o f thefe Tranfadlions, that the Natives as 
■weil as Europeans may be fully informed o f the Grant made to you, with the Rclervation of the 
]Rights o f Sovereignty to the Company.

“  I mean, as ilbon siS it is in nrty Power, to fix a proper annual Compenfation to be made by you 
for the Grants o f  the IVJint and Ctit^ally, to tranfinit you Sunnuds for them, to continue in Force 
during your L ifc j boi l  muft wait fof Information from M r, Fowke to enable me to fettle thele 
Matters.

"  The other Sources froin Which the Nabob o f  Oude drew a Revenue will alfo be granted you, 
that you may poflcfs an uncontroaied and Ifree Authority in the Regulation and Government of 
yoor oWn Zemindarry $ and Mt» Fowjke is aiuthorsted to trtat with you, to fettle the molt equitable 
Terms upon which you may obtain Articles.

Warren Haftings.
J. Clavering.
Geo. Monfon.
R . Harwell.
P . Francis.”

T h e n  th«r W itn efs  produced B ook 6 , in titu led , “  B en gal L etters, received 1 6ih 
May 1775 to  20th January 1 7 7 6 .”

Read,
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R ead, fo llow in g E x tra ft  o f  a L etter, in titu led , “  Addrcfs from  th e G overn o r G e ­
neral, N " 20. dated F o rt W illia m , 2 1ft Ju ly  J 7 7 5 .”  (Received per N orthum berland, 
4th A p ril 17 7 6 .)

Signed, Warren Kaftings.

“  With rcfpcdl to the Country o f Benares, &c. I think it Ihould be left entirely to the Manage­
ment of Rajali Cheyt Sing, and that we Ihoukl no othcrwife interfere with him than to receive the 
ciUbJifhcd Tribute. This 1 lieem to be the bell; Policy, at the fame time that it is moft con- 
tormablc to your abovementioncd Orders, and to the Engagements already fubHUing with him.*’

T h e n  the M anagers for the Com m ons ftated, T h a t  as there had been*fom c D i l u t e  
w hether the Inftrum ents granted to the R ajah C h eyt Sing were in the N atu re of^^the 
com nion Z cm in d arry  Sunnuds, or in the N ature  o f  a 'I’rcaty, they w ould  next p ro ­
duce the D efendant's ow n O pinion  upon that S u bjeft.

R ead, from  Book X II . (before delivered in) the fo llow in g E x tra fl o f  Secret C o n fu l- 
tation on 4th September 17 7 5 , beginning at Page 123.

“  Fort William, the 4th September 1775.
“  A t a Confulrarion ; Preiait,

Warren Haflings.
J, Clavering.
Geo. Monfon.
R . Barwdl.
P. Francis.

“  The Secretary informs the Board that the Sunnuds for Raja Cheyt Sing being prepared, he 
circulatcd the followtnR Propolal of the Governor General for thtir Opinion.

.S’lrctaiy. “  Thc Govemor (iener:il clirctts me to requcft the Opinion of the Board, Whether the Patta, 
Sunnud, iuid Coiilnama, for the Zemindarry granted to Kaja Cheyt Sing, (liouid be figncd by 
him only, or by thc Board, remarking at the fame time that it hss been cuftomary for Dewanny 
Sunnuds to receive only the vSignarure of the Governor; but he thinks, that as the Nature o f thc
prcfent Grant is different, and may be confidercd more in the Ligut of a Treaty, they fliould be
figned by thc Board.

“  Saturday Morning, Signed, J. P. A . Secretary,

“  I think it fnould be figned by the Board, for the Reafons which the Governor General has given.
Signed, J. C.
Agreed, G . M . and P. P,

“  Agreed that the Sunfiud, Potta, and Coulnama, be now figned, and tranfmittcd to Mr. 
Francis Fowke.”

T h e n  the M anagers for the C om m ons ftated, that they had n ow  gone throu gh  
that Part o f  the C harge w hich relates to  thc R igh ts o f  the R ajah C h eyt S in e, and alfo 
the feveral fubfequent A i l s  o f  C on firm ation and o f  E xtcn fion  o f  thofe R ig m s by the 
C om pan y.

B em g a(ked, i f  there w as an y  C o p y  o f  the Suiin u d , P otta , and C ou lnam a, m en­
tioned in  thc E x tra ct ju ft re a d ; r

T h e  M anagers for the C om thons tnade A n fw er, that they th o u g h t- it  proper to  
obfcrve that the Sunnud, P otta , and Goulnarna there m entioned appear n o  where, as 
th ey  could  find, upon the Confultatioins t T h a t  there was a Sunnud, P otta, and C o u l­
n am a, w hich  were to be foun d in  a B o ok  w h ich  they ftiould have O ccafion in the 
C o u rie  o f  thc Prbcecdings to  give in  E vidence, and w'hich have been fuppofcd tc> be 
the Sunnud, P otta , and C ou ln am a gran ted  to  R aja ii C h ^ ^  Sing : b u t they 
p rove it jmpofTiblc fo r them  to be the fame ; and tliat *n T ru th  the real Sunnud, P otta, 
and C o u ln a w a  granted t o  th e  R$jah C h ey t S ing did n o t appear.

Beinjg a ftc d  i f  the P r o o f th en  o f  the Faflt did n o t  Appear ?
T h c  M anagers fo r th e  C o m m o n s anfwered. T h a t  they fliould':prove ntjFatk^^ that 

the Sunnud, P otta , and C ou ln am a, in  the Book alluded to , H ot th e  $iinnud, 
Fotta, and G pulnam a g ra n te d  to  the R ajah  C h e y t S in g.

They then ftatcd, that it having been argued that the Abppintm^int of a EcEdent at 
Benares had changed the Nature of the Rajah Cheyt Sing s Tcnwre, tbfcy Should next 
proceed to fhew who appointed the R^fidciit.

T h e  \y itn efs  produced B o o k  39, in titu led, “  Bengal Secret C on fu ltation s, from  *3 
Scpicafphertp,3 0 .D ecem ber,..*776,?’ ... ■ '

Read.
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R ead, E xtrad l o f  Secret C on fu ltation  on 2d Decem ber, 1 7 7 6 , beginning at Page 
640 o f  the faki B ook.

Fort William, the 2d December, 1776. secret Dtp.
“  A t a C ouncil; Prefent,

The Hon. Warren Haftings Efq. Governor Genera), Preficlcnt j 
General Clavering,
Richard Barwell, and"! - r  
Philip Francis, /

“  Governor General— That I may not furnifli OccaCon to the Board for the unneccflary Wafte 
6 f Time in the further Motions which I have to lay before the Board, I now deliver them iri 
Writing to the<Sccretary i and I hope that the Board will confcnt to bring their Opinions written 
thereon at our apxt Meeting. The Motions are as follow :

[ “  The Governor General alio • moves, That Mr. Francis Fowke be recalled from Benares, and
his Commifllon annulled, the exprefs Purpofes thereof having been accomplifhcd.

“  Mr. Francis.— I need not bring my Opinion in Writing upon cither of thefc Motions. T o  the 
Firft I make no Objedion •, but as to the Recall of Mr. Francis Fowke, 1 kpow no Motive for 
it 1 on the contrary, I am fatisBed thslt his Prefence at Benares has been of fignal Ule in preventing 
the Delays o f the Remittance o f the Tribute, and to my Knowledge he has done nothing to incuf
the Difpleafure o f the Board. I cannot therefore aflent to his Recall.

“  Mr. Barwell.— The exprefs Purpofes to which Mr. Fowke was firft appointed, were the Jnvefti- 
ture o f the Raja, and the fettling a Mode for the Remittance o f his 1 ribute. His Comn^ifllon 
ceafed the Inftant the O bjed o f it was accomplifhed, and Mr. Fowke ought then to have been re­
manded to Calcutta. He holds no Appointment, and therefore it cannot properly be (tiled a Re­
moval. I affcnt therefore to Mr. Fowke’s being called to the Prefidency.

“  General Clavering— In regard to the Recall o f  Mr, Fowke, and the annulling of his Office,
I cannot help confidering it as a vindiftivc Meafure, couched under the Appearance of Public 
Service, and therefore dillent to the Motion.

« Governor General.— I agree to both Motions.
Refolved, T hat both the Motions propofed by the Governor General be carricd in the 

Affirmative.

N o tice  being taken that the M o tion  w as refolved in the A ffirm ative, though the 
V oices were e q u a l; the M anagers for the C om m ons w ere alked. W h eth er G olonel 
M o n fo n  w as dead at that T im e  f 

T h e y  inform ed the H oufe he w as. 

T h e n  the fo llow in g  L etter, w ritten  by the Board to  M r . F o w k e, was read b y  the 
C lerk , ‘from  the lam e Book< p . 6 4 7.

“ T o  Mr. Francis Fowke.
“  Sir,

** The Objects propofed by your Appointment to proceed to Benares being now accompliflicd, 
we have th9ught it neceffary to annul the Commiflion which was given you for that Purpofe. W« 
therefore direct that you return to this Prefideacy immediately on Receipt hereof.

• ‘ ‘ We arc, &c.
Signed, Warren Haftiog*. Rich. Barwell.

J. Clavering. P, Francia."

jpLead, the fo llow in g  E x t r a d  from  the lam e B ook, p. 7 4 3 :

Fort William, the 23d December, 1776. SfcrrtD«p.
A t  a Council i Prefent,

T he Honourable Warren Haftings, Governor General^ Prefident t 
Lieuten^nt'Girneraf John Clavering,
Richard B a rw tU .lg r  
Philip FTtinds.

“  The Governor General tnovxs, That a Civil Servant o f  the Company be appointed to refide Governor 
at Benares on the Part o f this Government, far the Purpofe o f tranfa<5tinff any occafional Bufinefs o«nerai 

which may arife between this Government atvd the Rajah o f  Benares i and that Mr. Thomas Gra- M^xhoraai 
ham may be nominated to this Ofllce, and Mr. Daniel Barwell to be his Afllftant. Onh«m

** Mr. Francis.— If a Civil Servant was needfaryfor the Purpofe defcribed in the Motion, I 
conceive that Mr. Francis Fowke was p«ffcfily w l l  qualified for that Office. I have no Objedion, Ben»re». 
however^ to  dther o f the Gentlemen necommended by the Governor General.

**
*• Clavering.*--! objeft to it, and leave the Refponfibility o f  the Mcafurc with the Go*

vernor w muft anfwer for It.

•  N. B , Th* Firft Mwiotii hai no R*l«tka> to thi»
Q t Refolved,
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“  Kefolvcd, That a Civil Servant o f ihe Company be appointed to re fide at Benares, on tlic 
Part of this Govcrnmenr, for the Purpofe o f tranlading any occafional Bufincfs which may arifc 

Mr.Thoma* between this Government and the Rajah of Benares.
Thomas Graham be noininatcd to this Office, and that Mr, Daniel Barwel! 

iknt nt Ik- be appointed his Affiftant.”
iiarcfi, anti

Jlarwrtl liis T o  fliew w h at the O p in ion  o f  the C o u rt o f  D irectors was upon this Proceeding, 
Aiiiftant. W itiicfs W3S d ircd cd  to producc a L etter from  the C o u rt o f  Dirc<5lors o f  the

30th o f  January 177 8 .

T h e  W itn efs produced B ook 4 1 ,  intituled, “  Bengal Difpatches, 30th January to 
28th D ecem ber 17 7 8 .”  ,

Read, Paragraphs 6 5, 66, and 6 7, o f  a D rau gh t o f  a General L etter from  the C o u it  
o f  D ireftors to  B engal, N o . 4, dated “  L ondon, 30th January 1 7 7 b ."

“  Our Governor General and Council at Fort William, in Bengal.
PerOrofvCTior ^5’ “  ^ccrct Letter of the 19th o f December 1776, you iniorm us, that the Pur-

ofterlcy, ’ pofcs for which Mr. Francis Fowkc was appointed to proceed to Benaris being fully accomplirtied, 
M^iit Stuart annulled his Commiffion, and ordered him to the Pi-efidency. But it ap|x;ars by your

Letter o f the 6th of January i ;7 7 , that in lefs than Twenty Days you thought proper to apjjoinc 
Mr. Thomas Graham to rcfide at Benaris, and Mr. Daniel Odtavus Barweil to be his Affiftant.

66. “  I f  it were pofllblc to fuppofe that a Saving co tlic, Company had been your Motive for 
annulling M r. Fowke's Commiflion, wc fliould approve your Proceedings 5 but when we find Two 
Perfons appointed immediately afterwards, with T w o Salaries, to execute an Officc which had been 
filled with Reputation by Mr. Fowkc alone, and that M r. Graham enjoys all the Emoluments an­
nexed to the Office of Mr. Fowke, we tnuft be of Opinion, that Mr. Fowke was removed without 
juft Caufe, to make Room for Mr- Graham •, and that the Addition o f Mr. Barwell’s Salary is 
a clear Lofs of Three hundred Rupees per Month to the Company.

67. “  As it was not pretended that Mr. Fowke’s Condu<ft liud been exceptionable j as he had 
executed with the greateft Punduality and Exadnefs the like Office to which you have now ap­
pointed Mr. Graham j and as the Diffent o f M r. Francis, and the Proteft o f  General Clavcring, 
on the Occ.ifion, had no Effirdl:; we think it proper to interfere, and therefore dircd, that Mr. 
Francis Fowke be immediately reinftatcd in his Office o f Relident and Poftmaflcr at Benaris, W c 
however think proper to declare, that though we mean by this Order to do an A ft  of Public 
Juftice, wc by no Means intend it as a Mark o f Difapprobation of the Conduft of Mr. Graham, 
whom wc believe to be a very deferving Servant o f the Company.

[Signed at the End of the Draught]
Geo. Cumining, Geo. Wonibwell,
Tho. Cheap, W m . Devaynes,
Samuel Peach, Frederick Pigou,
John Smith, J. Purling,
Robert Gregory, John Harrifon,

** London, John Roberts, Ben. Booth,
the aoth January, 1778. Nathaniel Smith, Geo. Tatem,

H. Fletcher, Charles Boddam."

T h e n  the M anagers for the Corom tm s propofed to  read a L etter from  the C o u rt o f  
D ire ^ o rs  o f  the 2 7 th  o f  M a y  1 7 7 9 , to  the G overn or G eneral and C o u n cil at* F o rt 
W illia m , in  B engal, in  confequciice o f  the O rders in  the laft-itnetlitioned L etter  being 
difobeyed.

T h e  iame w as ob jeftcd  to  h y  the G ounfel fo r  th e  D efendant, as not being applicabla 
to  any A llegation  in  this A rtid e .

T h e  M anagers fo r  th e  C om m on s being heard in  A n fw er to  this O ly e ^ io n , the 
C o u n fe l for the D efendant in Support o f  and the M anagers for the C om ittan s m

jiife adjoutneid to the Chamber of Parliament.
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Die Jorvis, 28“ Februarij 1788.

T h e  H oufe being refum ed, the ufual Proclam ations m ade, and the D cfciu lant at 
the B ar, the L o rd  C h an cellor faid. G entlem en, M anageis for the H oufe o f  

C om m ons, and you G entlem en w h o are o f  C ounfcl for the Defendant, I am com ­
manded by the L ord s to  in form  you , th at the M anagers for ihe Com m ons are 
perm itted to  proceed, and to  read the L etter dated 27th  M a y  X779, from  the C ou rt 
o f  D irefilors to the G overn or G eneral and C o u n cil at F o rt  W illia m  in Bengal.

G entlem en, M anagers fo r  the H ou fe  o f  C om m on s, you  m ay proceed w ith  your 

E vidence.
W h ereu pon  they called M r. R O B E R T  H U D S O N , w h o produced Book 4 4 , in­

tituled, “  Bengal D ifpatches 1779 -”
R ead, Paragraph 40th o f  a L etter from  the C o u rt o f  D irei'lors to  the 'G overnor 

G eneral and C o u n cil at F o rt W illia m , in  Bengal, dated 27th  M ay 1779  ; as follow s :

4.0. “  W c have read with Aftonifhment your formal Rcfolinion to fufpend the Execution of 
our Orders relative to Mr. Francis Fowke j your Procectliiigs at large arcndw before u s ; wc 
lhall take fuch Mcafurcs as appear ncceflary for prcfcrving the Attthority o f the Court of Direc­
tors, and for preventing fuch nftances o f diredb and wiltul Difobedicncc in Tim e to come. At 
prcfcnt we repeat the Commands in the 67th Paragraph o f our Letter of the 30th of January 
1778, and diredl that they be carried into immediate Execution.

“  London, Signed^
37th May 1779. George Cuming, W . Devayfles,

Henry Savage, L . Sulivan,
Samuel Peach, John Harrifon,
Charles Boddam, J. Purling,
Francis Baring, H . Fletcher,
J. Stables, John Michie,
George Tatcm, J. Manihip,

Joleph Sparkcs.”

T o  ftiew  w h at the Proceedings o f  the G overn or G eneral and C ou n cil in BcngJil, 
w ere, in  confequence o f  the R eceipt o f  the abovem entioned L etter, the W itnefs 
produced B 6ok 53 , intituled, "  Bengal C o u n cil, 17th  Jan . to  9th M arch  t78o.*’

R ead, the follpwifing E x tra ft  from  the Bengal P ublic Confultation o f  the 17th  F e b ­
ruary  1 780, beginning at P . 275 o f  the faid Book.

“  Fort William, 17th February 1780. m f ^  
« A t a Council! Prefent,

The Honourable Warren Haftingi, Governor General, Prefident \
Philip Francis, 1 p  
Edward Wheler, f  ^fquires.

Mr. Barwell tndirpofed.
** T lie  Procvedmgs the 14th inftant read and approved.
«< the 401^ Paragraph dl' Che Gener«l Letter lirom the Honourable the Court o f DireAors, 

dated 27th May 1770.
“  Agreed, that Mi*. Francis Fowke be appointed Refidcnt at Benares, in Conformity to the 

Intention of the Court o f Dire<Ei;ors, tBd that Mr. Thomas Graham be diredled to deliver over 
the Charge o f  that O S ce  to him on bi| Arrival there. *̂

T h e n t b e  M anagers fo r  th e  ftated, that in P o in t o f  O rder tn d  R egu la­
r ity  th ey  PUght next to  proceed and (hew that the above-m entioned Appointm ent o f  M r .

aim ulled by M r . H astings, and the R eafon o f  its being fo annulled j b u t, 
as  t i« t  d id  nttt 1 7 8 1 ,  a  very Ihort T im e  previous to  M r . H a ft-

to  B eiw res, it  w ould be better to  produce that Evidence 
in  o f  Tijm e w h en  it  wosild m ore regularly and pro>pcrly conpie in j  th a t they
lh o u l4 w h at was dated tn the C h arge, a s^ h e firfl;

Breach



Breach o f  the Engagem ents entered into w ith  the R ajah  C h eyt S in g, nam ely, the firft 
D em an d o f  F ive L acks o f  R upees, made upon him  in the Y e a r  1778  *  : T h a t  they 
Ihould  prove the D em and, the C om pliance o f  the R ajah C h ey t Sing w ith  th at 
D em an d , and the D ebates o f  the C ou n cil in Confequence o f  it.

T h e n  the W itnefs was d irefled  to produce Book 13, intituled, “  B engal Secret 
C ou n cil, I June to  10 A u g u ft, 1 7 7 8 .”

T h e  M anagers fo r the C om m on s inform ed the H oufe, that on the Dajr o f  the C o n - 
fultation they were now  about to  refer to , vvi. the Bengal Secret C o n fu lta tio n o f the 9th 
Ju ly  177 8 , M r. H aftin gs laid before the Board a V ariety  o f  P rop ofition s; b u t as they 
did n ot feem conne6lea w ith  each other, tliey  fhould on ly read that. P art w h ich  
related to  th e  R ajah  C h e n  Sing, nanfieW, the S6comi Propofiriou, w ith  the ObUer- 
vationa and R efolu tio n  o f  the C ou n cil thereupon.

A cco rd in g ly  th e  Second Propofition , and th e O pinions o f  the Board thet-enpon, 
w ere read by the C lerk  j w h ich  done, the C ou n fel for the D efendant defired that the 
F ir ft  P ropofition m igh t be read.

T h e y  w ere inform ed by the H ou fe , that b y  the R u le  w h ich  had been laid dow n , 
they m ight call for any P art to  be read w hich  they th o u gh t m aterial, effential, or 
g iv in g  a C olou r j that th at w as the R u le , and the H ou fe had great C onfidence th at 
n oth in g  im jiroper w ould be called fo r but it w as im pofiible fo r the H o u fe  to  fay 
w hat was or was not relevant in  th is Stage o f  the B ulinefs.

The Firfl Projwfition was read f after which the Counfet for the Defendant being 
afked, if there was any other Part of this Confultation that they defired to have read, 
made Anfwer, "  if they might cacprefe a Wi(h it was, that the Whole of the Gover­
nor General’s Minute might he fead.” 

Read, the following Extraits of Bengal Secret Confultation, 9th July 1778, i)eglii> 
hing Page 1, of Book 13.

“  Fort WtlUam, the 9th July 1778.
“  A t a Council i Prcfrnt,

Sfcrrt Dep. Honourable Warren Haftings, Governor General, Prefidcnt,
Thurfday. * Richard Barwcll,'I

Piiilip Francis, y Efquircs.
Edward Whcler, J

“  Read the Proceedings o f the 7th inftant.
“  The Governor General having fent the following Note to the Secretary on the Evening o f the 

7th Inftant, it was tmmediamly lent round to the other Members o f the Board, and the Meeting o f 
the Council poftponed accordingly till this M orning:

“  Sir,
Fearing that the Shortnefs o f Tim e will not admit o f  my being prepared for the propoied 

ThtGov Ofn. Meeting of the Council To-morrow, I defire that you will inform the Gentlemen o f the Board, 
to tht Seen* that k  IS tny Wifli to poftpone it, with their Pcrpiiinont to Thuriday.

“  I am, & c.
*• J. P . Aurrol Efq.”  “ (Signed) Warren Haftings.’*

« T he Governor General delivers in the following M in o t*: 
coternor G c “  I Frsow* «s « Fiftfit o f  tuidoutNed Certainty. It is the Part o f this Govem-
ntrar. Mi- mcnt to confider in what Manner it is likely t» aflfcft the Britilh Pofl'e0ions in India, and to provide

accordingly for their Security. This roaft Comprife and limit t il our Operations. In the View o f 
the opening Scene, the relative Conditions o f  the Parties engaged in it will merit our firft Atten­
tion, and cannot fail to engage it by the ftriking Contraft which appeari between them ^ and I 
imation it bccaufe 1 iMnk k  an ef&ndal Point in the Con(i<knKion o f  our firft, and pediafNi our 
futoreM eaftires.' ■ .

Qreat as the Poiwr ti K^ioh the Britifii ISTatkm ha» af^nired w  Indian oonf^iNl « ^ t o f  
its Rhndt its general Line o f  A dion  is and hiuft lie pwelyi^fehfive. It 
nothing. JEven the Capture o f  Pondicherry, and ot cli^,«i|^#ofl«ffiom 
no pofitive Advantage to the Englilh, although It will the French W  tlie4|r |i!)l^^ o f
Attack, an d ^ d u ^ y aS$£totir own'-$aiity.'

** Fivm i ^  therefore, ail o w  € o n c k ^ S  nwft m  &>
lakk as to |»r to opjpofe the^iwUble IM gits oiM be.
againft Booibay'w jW t  i t  <ko»B«.^rikng^a

.  «  ThePrefi«le«k^ :o f:l^ rtS t, : 0 ^ | ^ ^  J n 1 t lM f ^ t h e : c o n ^ » ^ ^  
can add nothii^ to îlieffii» but fn <%e o f  otir 
fkW ed TV» l»tge other

* V i^  lA^ick^ 1 ^
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V Bombay retjtiires every Thing. W eak in itfclf, and entangled rather than ftrcngthened by iti 
(liiTtpated PoHedrens on the Continent, it can only defend icfelf againft a dired Invafion % and to 
that it is perhaps equal, if it ha? to pontcnd with the Frcnch alone j but this is unlikely. The 
I'aft Advices frotn Poona contain-fwch Evidence as the Event itfclf nvuft foon refute or realize, of 
»h Ertgagement adltiaUy ntadc- by the Frcnch Miniftcr there to bring a large Military Force to 
Poona, proftffedly defigned to aft with that Government againlfc Ragoba, who at that Time re- 
fided at Bombay, under the Englifh Proreftion.

in Effirft, this is the obvious Policy which the Frcnch ought to adopt, if they fcek to regain 
their Ihfliience in India, and it is'no longer to be doubted that tliey have adopted it. They have 
befides an ancient Claim to thtf Alliance of Nitam Ally, which is inllired by their accidental Union 
in » cotnmorr Caufe, the Defithce o f  the ruling Adminiliration at Poona, o f which his Letters to 
M r. Rumbold artd the Nab^b o f  ArcOt flfibrd ah undoubted Proof,

It is then certain that the Frcnch ntean to efttblifti a firm Intereft at Poona. It is probable that 
they wU effcdfc it. The GOnleqircnces may be the Attack of Bombay, or, without it, the Kc-union 
erf the Taft'Powers of thp Maratta State under - its prefent Governnf»cnt, ftrcngthened by I'o formi­
dable an Alliance} and a predatory War brought by thtir united Force into the Dominions of our 
A lly  the Nabob of Owdi or even into the Heart of our own.

“  T o gjoani againft fuch Confequenccs ought, in my Opinion, to be our 6rft Objeft, both for the 
immediate Defence o f Bombay, and the further Security of Bengal. W e cannot lirnd Succours 
direftly t6 B6iWl»ajr; I f  Bombay fhoulii be atti^cked by the French uufupported by a Maratta Al- 
litrtcc, I haw  ilrtSidy Jlid that l  itfprefent JP’ofce is equal to itsDefence: B u tif  it flwuld be 
ajctacked, or ilr certmn Danger o f w fn g attacked, by the French and Marattai in Alliance, anof- 
fcnflve WarntnifV be undertaken in Defence of Bombay.

“  The Detachtnent under Colonel L«Qie may be employed in this Service. It can be fpared with­
out Danger to Bengal, ŵ hich is fecure from a preient In vaAon, and can foon be replaced. But it con- 
lifts o f a Force too inconfiderable to engage fingly in liich a Conieft. Unlefs it can be aflifted by 
an Ally etjual in Power, or fo nearly ^ u a lto  that of the Feflhwa, as to give our united Strength a 
Degree of Superiority over the Combination to which it would be oppofed, the Undertaking would 
be too hsKardous. Modaice Boofla, the Chief of Berar, anfwers to this Defcription. H ir Family 
has always borne a confjderable Rank among the Powers of India. His Fatiier, Rag;ojce, fubje^led 
the Provinces of Bengal to theChotjt, tinder the Government o f the moft able Chief that ever ruled 
them. HiseWer Brother, Jann oa^ , atcscked and burnt the City o f Poona at a Time when the 
Power o f the Pefljwas far exceeded its prefent State, and the Maratta Conftitution rcfpedling Berar 
was undivided. His Dominions extend from the Sea Coaft o f  Orifla, and from the Weftern Borders 
o f  Bengal, to the Ncighboorhtwd of Aurengabad.-His Rtvenues* though not proportionate to their 
Magnitude, is *  conficterable, and his ftanding Forces are numerous, cxdufive o f the Militia, which, • SicmOrig. 
in all the Maratta StAtes, is always rettdy to join the regolar Armies when tk;y take the Field.
W hile the Cbnteft prevailed between Ragonailt Row and the Minifteijal Party, Moodajee fidsd 
with the forrtVT, his Brother with the latter. This Condaft drew on him the Keientment of the 
Minlftett, wbo, as foOn as they were freed, by the Interpofition of this Government, from the 
Dread o f their great Competitor, encour^ed and fupported the Nabob Nizam Ally Cawn, in an 
ftivafiort o f  his Cbuntry, which it  that Time had not yet recovered from the Diftraiftions occafioned 
by the (p e n s io n  beiwecn the Tw o Brothers. On this Occafion he was glad to purchafe a Peacdi 
of Nlssttm Ally Cawn, with tBe Lofs o f  foine Forts o f  Cortfequence, the Remembriutce o f which he 
ftiM MStains, ^Ith a l^tctniination to avail hinsfctf oftheF lrft Opportunity to reclaim them.

“  As the Provinces which are qow united under the Govemm«rtt o f Berar are a conftitutional Part 
o f  the MaVattia Empire, a natiiral Enmity ttiuft ever fubfift between them who pofiefs the Sovereigtl 
Atndhority; and tl«  o f Berar % the tbrmef Recovery o f their unalienable Rights,
ii»e latarjeiiioas of their Indqwatdency. Thus Moodajee may be confidered as the certain Enemy 
o f the I’elAwa  ̂ into whtteycr Haodt ^  o f the Parties at Poona may throw his
Adteinfffirawori. I t^  i la te  Event a Rank even nwwc elevated than

I  that tbe Bower which the Pe^wa poflcfled for
about Authority veft»d by the Conllitutbn in
the Raja. Raja Silbooi» the laft whb retained it, havii^ no Children, adopted Moodajee Boofla, 
tod, as l  am informed But Ball^jce, the Pelhwa or Prime Minifter;
jbwl the Art tp deprive and to transfer the Inheritance to
1Rt«t» R»ja,'^ho^wa$ alfo Ragoojee, tbe
Father of'MO<lB|ee, itiilaAt^ tijiaKbed to Poona with'a Army, and by a Negotiation of
a Day, obtained, for the $un'Ctt«4er tM'* ̂  $oo's aftuit pretenfions* a Jargjc 4 cceflion o f Territory 
•nd « i^ r  AijKr^tMeSf M l » loitart O  ^  refbftng to commit him-
j k f  by in an il^now|hed«rticnt o f 11̂  t i t le  o f Ram Raja. From that Time ih6

eonnoued to auttenttcate aU his public A A s  by 
And 0(1 the Seabwblch htv« been affixed to ail the Letters which t  have 

an4 <ev<;n fince . his Death from bta Brodter Moodajee, they are

: 'attiibi'^SwaBcsa^ toll. Wfciit or but lately Mooda-

" '  " le ^  tte T fe a d  (tf this Narrativ ê to relate a Tranfadiofli whicli brings it nearer to 
tbis Government M  AQtanee with tbe Boofla Family has been long its Objed,

R  and
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and confiderablc Advances were itlade to the Attainment of it in tlic Adin’miftration of L,ord Glive. 
In the latter End of the Year 1773* Shabajce BooQa fent a Vakeel to me with Letters containing 
general Prof'clfions of Attachmtot, but exprefled withfuch Warmth as induced me to aim »taform « 
Connexion with him. Finding the Vakeel an intelligent Man, I fent him back with a Plan for 
that Purpofc, Unfortunately Shabajee fell by the Hands of his Brother. But Moodajee himfclf 
loon after adopting his Brother’* Line, again deputed the fame Vakeel to Calcutta i but many 
Caufes, which it is unncccflTary to enumerate, prevented me from improving the Difpolltton o f this 
Chief. A conllant Intercourfc o f Letters, and in fome Degree confklential, has been kept up 
between us. On a falfe llumour o f tlie Death of Ram Raja, forcfeeing the Ufc which might be 
made of this new Diverfion in the Maratra Policy, I employed the A ^ ncy o f the Vakeel to excitc 
the Ambition of Moodajee to afpirc to the Sovereign Authority, which fuch an E^ent, then pro* 
bable at leall from the infirm ftatc'of tlie Raja, and the Uiftradion? at Poona, fcemed to prefcnt to 
him i and 1 intimated the fame A dvke in a Letter whi<;h I wrote at the fame Time to Dewargur 
Pundit, the Minifter o f Mo<Kiajcc BooQa, and the Man whofc‘ Counfcla have long guided the 
Affairs o f that Government. While thefc Letters were on their W ay, the Raja died: N o Anfwers 
were given, for the Purport required none, but every Letter fmce recciyea from Moodajee and 
his Dewan has repeatedly and urgently preffcd the Difmifnon o f the Vacqueel, for the Purpofe, as 
exprefled, o f communicating with him on Affairs o f the greateft importance. The Vackeel is at 
this Time with Colonel Leflie.

“  From thefe Fads it will appear, that Moodajee Booda is by Intereft and Inclination likely to join 
in an Alliancc with this Government, and that Tw o Advantages may be oftered to him as theln* 
ducements to it. T'he Firft is the Support o f hjs Prnen/ions to the Sovereign Power j the Second, 
the Recovery o f the Captures made on hw Dominions by A lly . , On our Parts we fliall
poflTefs a powerful Barrier on our Froi^tieri . anAUiance wluch niay counterbalance, and if  properly 
managed, may totally overthrow the prefcnt Power o f  the Maratta State, ai[ud give us a lafting 
Afcet^p*. in it|8 Qpcratioi^ and for eyer diflipate all the Defigns which the French have at thia 
Tirnefo 'Ŵ lfely, and .hithermfuccefsfully, concerted for (heir Aggrandizement and our Deftru<^ion.
A  more fortunate Concurrence o f Events cotuld fcaccely hav« been conceived, than thole which 
appear o f thcmlelves todraw the Tw o States o f  Berar and Bengalinto a d«cidcd and laftitig Union 
by the powerful Bonds o f comcnon Intcreft and common Danger. H ie  Poooa Gorernment is the 
natural E«v:my o f Moodajee. It is ours by their Connexion with our natufal and dcckred Enemy, 
the French. Nizam Ally is the dcclar ŝd , Enemy of both, and th? Contiguity o f our rcfpeijtivc 
Territories* in the wildeil and IcMl vajuablc Farts o f both, and o f Courie the leaft fubieft to Com- 
l>etition and Incroachment, renders them important and elleniial to the Strength o f both.

“  On thsfe Grounds I recommend that a Compsuiy's civil Servant be deputed to Moodajee Boofla, 
with full Power to form a Treaty o f Alliance between, that Chief and the Company, on the Terms 
herein abovf* ftated, Thefc may be hcrea%r detiM|cd in Kis Inftrvj^ons.

§  (Tli« CSovernor Gen?r4 ,J*.'r̂ ^Vlt n̂ y Intemioo, ĥ Mi the T i w  to hav« «xtended
“  thq iibov* jv4in«te required ffw «h« iiitKfnal I)eKcnce o f thefe Pro.

vii>^9. J can iMw only , uat^ tboTc which iire tQoft urgent in ihpn The Bcafonsi
‘ Mf'neeefRiry,, way given.^e|>ar^ly^;;l..^./K^'i V ; ;

i(i. I propofe tliat three additional, fiattaUons of Sq>6ys be immediately fornrnd apon the 
“  Plan recommended by CJcncral Stib,bert.” ) §

{'• adjy, That tlyah Cheit Sing be required in Form to contribute his Share o f the Burthen 
of the prcfeni, W<ar, by conientim.to the Eftabiiihm ^t of Three icgu kr Battalions o f Sepoys, 
to be ratted and matntained At his S p e n c e .}  , ,;r.

§ (‘V gdly. TJ?j|t the Militia Corps o f  the City o f d a lcu tti;
« and for th^ |*wrpofc, if,jt I wowldiiirthcr ««omrmn4> *h^
« the, Comtrtifiioocr p f with th|I^A^ftan<# <iff the Gqmpmfs AttonHy and Standing
«V Council, be itiftru^ed to prt:pare a Bdl for itt 

** 4^1y, That the M a % r be diix<%d to coniolt fooie^t^ «bk Seamen o f
■< thif l^t-r, ujpoti the Meam o f fornun|( fuch an Â d̂  ̂ Marine Eftablifiiment, as may
•f, be e^i^ua^ four the (^ ioitmediate intelligence o f  the Approach o f «n
‘ ‘ .^y?* Fi»;er, or f?%le Ships of W ar, an|l for cutting *w«y .the Baoyi(t J ^
•* Prpciiations as may be n ectary  for g$lar î«fg this Port ttji Commerce igainfl: m  o f

Stifpizc.
5tWly. . That the Opittidii o f  the Ghlit* Enj^iwef rei îe^ditottbe other Meant

whijc|> tnty be neceflary tp prevent or impede the Prqigi^ o f  an Enemy iKe l ^ ^  the

^hly. T f hiit the Commander i« Chief be itqoefted to furni& the BiMtfd with ib<^ « gtneral 
<* rPUn ^  li» necenkry, m A ^ tU m  01 the pitfewtlliCfiioiStion o f our
** Army, ai>tl Suppi^moti now c m p l< ^  under Coloiiid L c ^  ma/
' •«f'.:nqt, i« d  -itiiiiii* U  ■' #hen

prepared.
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“  7thly. The Propofition vlfith which t  fliall now condudr, I oflir with much DiffiJcnce and 
Hduation. It has been the conftant Subjcft o f my Thoughts (incc our Jaft Meeting, and* 
though I now incline to recommi r̂icl it, I fee the Objedions to it in fo Rrong a Light, as addc l̂ 
perhaps to thofe which may be fuggeftcd by other Members of the Board, may induce me to 
change it j but I will briefly ftate u. The War having been notified to us, though not by A u­
thority, yet confirmed by Evidence o f fuch Strength as to amount to a Degree of Certainty next 
to abfoiute, (hall we proceed upon it as upon the Grounds of a War declared and notified in all
its Forms ? Or lhall we wait the Confirmation of it, which it is probable we may not receive for 

“  tl\is Month or Six Weeks yet to come? The Confluence of our Determination on this Que- 
** ftion, if in the Affirmative, will be inftantly to detach a Military Forcc to guard the Approaches 
“  o f ChandernAgpre, to demand the Surrender of thiat Town, an^to appoint Commiflarics to take 
** PoHeDion o f the public Stdres  ̂ Shipping, and private Eflfedb o f the Inhabiunts. This com*
“  bined Quedion I propoft for the Determination o f the Board.

The Firft Queftion being confid«ir«d, is agreed to ” ) §
“  Ordered, 1 hat the S«crctary to the Military Depattmenf do prepare and lay before the Board i  iifc<-.uMi- 

an Eftimate of the Expence o f the above Augmentation, and o f that which will arife from the 
Increafe of Men to the prefent Eftablilhment lately ordered in the Military Department;

“  The Second Queftionconfidered.
f “  Mr, Francis.— On the Suppofition that the Detachment now employed andtfr ColoWei Leflic 

will not return for a Length ot Time into the Provinces^ I acquiefce in the Propofal felative to VhretB*tta- 
Raja Cheit Sing i but 1 think be Ihould bo informed that this additiontl Charge will not be im<> >ioni. 
pofed on him Ixyond the Continuance of the prefent War.

“  The Governor General— -The Qualification propoled by Mr< Francis is confonant to rhy In­
tention in the QMftiont and is implied in it. I Ihould have no Objedion to it's being exprciSsd 
in an additionalClaufo.

« That our Refolution upon this Subjedt may be unanimous, I agreed to add to the ^ eftiort 
the following Word*, “ and to be difbanded at the End o f the W a fi”  but percdvtng that 
the Difference in our Opinion upon the Subjed arifes not from a Difagreement reiMfting the 
Reqaifidon limply conftaered by itielft: but from a different Underftanding o f the Right o f the 
Company to exa&, under any PreiTure o f Affairsi more than the Sum llipulaied by the Sunnud 
granted to Cheyt Sing, and the Cubbooleat given by him in return, I muft adhere to the Queftion 
as it (lands, wilhing to avc^d the Queftion of Right. If, however, we cannot agree upon the 
Point, ftill I would wilh to have the Kequirition made in the Words of the C^eftion, and leave the 
Dccifion of future Right to our Superipm

M r. W hekr.— Wilhing to  avoid tfcc Queftion o f  Right, I acquierce in rjre Motion^ but I 
think it Ihould be qualified in the Manner propofed by Mr. Francis.

« Mr. Barwell.— An Acquilition o f Revenue and Military Force I fuppoie lo have i>een an­
nexed to the Grant o f the Zemindarry of Benarea and Gau2ipore to the Company. Any military 
EftabliflMmnt, independent o f the EngUfh Adminiftration* in the Heart of the Company’s Do­
minions, may in the Time o f Danger oe turned aeainft thofe Intereftt which, tinder another Po­
licy, it wQuld proted. 1 have long regarded the Military Ellsbli&ment o f Benares under the Ra* 
jah*s native Omcers, and not fu^ed to the DifcipHne  ̂ Commitnd, and Regnlatidfl o f  our own 
Battalions, ai a D efed i I therefore moft heartily agrcd to the prefent Propofal, for Three dif- 
ciplined fiattalioo* to be kq>t u ^  and ptid by the RajaJi, tnd Hnecrel  ̂ hope the Company will 
dirci£|tj.tl>«t dte whole Force «^i&nares |ind G«usipoor, under the Zemindar« be placed upon the 
fame Footing as the regular Military Forcc o f the Prefidency.

“  The Governor Gener*!;— I agree to the Queftioii in the original Form o f it, deeming it a 
Right inheienc in every Government to im]>ore fuch Afleflrnents as it iu d ^ i expedient for the 
common Sccvice «nd Protedion o f all its Subjects, and we are not precluded from it by any Agree­
ment AibfiiUng between the Riya and this Government.

Sing be required in Form to contribute his Share o f  the Bur­
then #^»rfar Battalions o f  Sepoys, to be r*ifcd
and flm a^ned at l i i  is to write to him to that Effe£k.}

TIm! Ibard agree to the Third Q ^ ftion. Miuti»*«*.
btiflied.

** T tf the Foorth Agrliscd. 1  M»ri«e*ddi-
,  . , ) ^ d f r i  ji«l»ccordi«gJy/jffoed by  ̂ .

« agiiMd to the Fifth. J  ^ '  f«Xiud

“  T o  the Sixth agreed. The foUowing hettsr is accordingly written to the Commander in 
Chiei -̂

- **ToB rig«dkrG enercl^S^^ T«iiieCDfn.

** Inteliigencev wfiileh /ira Hdeem that War has beeri declared between
Frante «ti^l£iidbnd, we think it proper to take the earlieft Means to provide for the and
D e fe n o e :^ ^  W e b«v$ jgitjcd and fbw i Three addiiioaal
Koos oriSJi!^ PIm  jrecommtodm  ̂ you. W e propofc th(»t Cheit S iflgH U )^  be

his Part o f the B u r ^  o f  the
■ ■■■ ■' " • -War,
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W ar, and we fliall immedl«tt:1yr g iw  Order* for rc-eftabliihing the Militia C<>rpii ftrtr the Dcfcrtce 
b f the City of Calcutta.

“  W e have thought it itecefiarf to acquaint you with the PrclimiBaries, and vf« now rcqueft 
that you will furnilh us vWth fuch a general Plan o f  Defente as you fhaM judjgc advifeablej in A d ­
dition to the prefent Dilpc^ition o f  our Army, and on the Suppofition that thfe DetiK:hnnient now 
employed under Colonel Lefliie will not return for a Liingth ot Tinie into the Provinces* When 
the fame fliall be cdmplieattd, you will be pleafed to notify it to us, that we nlay appoint a Day for 
your Attendance with it in Gouncil.

“  Fort William, 9th July 1778. W e arc, &c.**

Chaniierna ** The Seventh Queftion IS rcfolved in the Affirmative: And ,
fdMd." Agried, That Lieutenant Colonel Dow the Commanding Officer u  Burruchpoor, be imme­

diately ordered to ftation Guards or Detachments of Sepoys on the Road leading tO Chanderna- 
gorci with Orders to prevent the Tranfportation o f any Goods or Ef^As from thence, and that 
M demand o f Mr. Chevalier, the Commandant o f Chandernagore, the Surrender of the Town, 
Shipping, Stores, arid till other Elffeds, bo’ ĥ public and privsrte, into his Halnda.

‘ ‘ Rcfolved, That the Quarter Matter General be dh-efted to furnifh Lieutenant CoI(Miel Dow 
immediately fuch Boats as he may require by Indent for this Service.

Mr. Lwjriard Rdblvcd alfo, That Mr. Leonard Colfmgs be appointed Commiflary to i ^ i v e  all fuch Goods 
app Sd " *** «nd Effefts belonging to the French at C h i^ e rn i^ re  as Lieutenant Colonel Dow ftiall confign 
Commiiiary. to his Charge, and that he be direfted to form an Inventory o f the W hde, as foon as pofllble, 

and tranfmit a Copy thereof to the Board.
Agreed, That Mr. CoUihgs be pei ĉbttted to take with hitn any Writer in the Company’s Ser­

vice, who may; it  this Tim e, be tinem{fldfedi If he fhotdd require a f^erfon to atffiH h i* .
“  Rcfolved, That the following Inftrufiions be immediately iffued co LieutentiW Ccflond 

Do#. 'I;
** T o Lieotehalit CiAbnel Akxander Dow, cotmnandtng the Troops at Burruckpore.

« Sir*
« In fcoiJfeqtlcnce o f a Dedaratidn o f W ir, which has been made between France and England,’ 

In London on tht 18th March; and in Parii on the 30th lVfai«h i  777> W e do hereby wder and 
coft^ahd you immediatdy to ftation Guards or Detaii;htnents of SepOya on the Roads leading to 
ehandernagorc, with Orders to prevent the Tran<{»ortation o f  any Goods or Effeils from thence, and 
td deniind from Mr. Cheviflier, tH6 Commandant at Chandermgoie, the Surrender or the Town, 
Shipping, Stores, and all other Efieds, both public and private, into your Hands. You will 
j^ m it tnc Cbbimandant, and fuch o f die Inhabitants as will pa& thetr Parole, to remain in quiet 
PoflTcinon o f their Houfes, and make Prifoners o f  them who m i l  reM ) evade it.

In c a fe ^ a  Reftifal to furrelader thc Towni Sh^ing^ a«d B IM s , ai dctt»ttded| you Will
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take Pc^Jfcfibn xnanedia^lyl>y Foree. 
•< ir«tt wm ilefiitfnilkd wtith «b 0 i ^  t« tbe^^Mltier U» foppfjr you immedhMely

fubh IBomIi  ai yduriaay ibiwins fifM  him, for liittl&hg thifc t V o ^  over the River,
for taking Pofleffion 6 f the a ^  foch other Sti’vkes as itiay demand the E ^ to y itien t o f 
Boats for the ExecfutioB o f  thefc ©ide^

”  Afs it is hot Kfceiy, from the defencetefe State o f  CtiindemagOfe, that iny Oppofition Ihould 
beittemnted, weicconnlmcM it tio yoa to flibv d l  jpot&bite Lenity suhd Tetidemers to the Inhabi- 
«iau in the o f  iiidfe X>rd«r% which howefver ffl any Delay or Re-
fisrvatkra fer further Inftruaions. .

E f f i ^  whk3fc way tbait ytm

** Fort Wiffian^ 9̂ ^

^ 'Agreed, That Ciipiaith Robinibn^c^ Star Aroiwd Velfiil do imtnedtitely procettcl down ffae 
River^ lo fiaie im the titeid i Ycflcb and Filocs which he may l«  4ble to find, and 

" Calcutta. ■
The folbwing Letter » therefore wriKen to him by the SecretiMyf

*• C o n u ^ ^
.. Sir,. ■ ■

tainHdWhfô i « the Rif«t Wflfh thi>TKJe»«o fê ^̂
i îlot and Puoti which j ^ .  inay be able to finil, and bring tifei» Op to Odcutica* A  Pilot

...... .

■........................................................................................................................................ ..... ..................

to &ixe the 
rnmeli FUott.
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down the Rlyur, and to out «ll the Pilot Sloops or VciJcls belonging to the French, that he 
may fee or be able to get Intelligence trf' in the River.

« Refolved, That Orders be itnmcdiatcly dirpatchetl to the Proviricial Councils o f Paltna, Moor-
fliedabad and Dacca, to take Poffcliion of the t>cnch Factories at thofc Places, with all the Pro-
ipefty belonging to that Nation, and to attach the Pcrfons of all the Subjeds of the French Nation 
who lhaU refule to pafs their Parole.

“  The following Circiiiar Letter is accordingly written to Patrla.
** Gentlemen,

“  Irt confequence o f a Declaration o f War which was made by the Court o f Great Ijritain againft 
’̂rancc, on the i8th Match laft, and by France againll England, on the 30th of the lame Month, 

we do hereby o r^ r and command you to lend a Military Forcc to the French l'ii6\ory, to demand 
o f the Chief the Surrender thereof, with all Stores and other EfFcds, both public and private, 
into your Hands. Such of the Inhabitants .'is will p fs  thc-ir Parole may be permitted to remain in 
quiet Poflkffion of their Houfcs •, but all the Subjcas o f France, either within the Fi cnch i 'adory, 
or in other Places within the Limits o f your Authority, wh > lhall rcfufe or evade to give their 
Parole, are to be feized and mftde Priloncrs*

“  In cafe o f a Rcfufal to dehvcr up the.Fadtoryj & c. as demanded, you will immediately take
Poflenion by Force.

“  You will caufe an Inventory to be made o f all the EfFefls which fliall be delivered up, and 
tranfmit a Copy o f the fame to us, taking piOp<*r Care to preferve them untouched.

“  Fort William, 9th July, 1778. W e arc. See/'

“  The fame to Dacca and ColTimbuzar.

llcfolved. That the following Orders be immediately iflued to the Commanding Officers o f 
Berhamporc and Dinaporc:

“  T o  the Commanding Officer at Burhamporei TotheOffi-*
** Sir, ’
You are hereby commanded to pay immediate Obedience to fuch Orders as you fhall herewith and

reccivc from the Chief and Council at MoorOiedabad. . Beriumpme;
“  Fort William, 9th July, 1778. W e are, & c.’*

The fame to the Commanding Officer at Dinaporc, to obey the Orders received from 
Patna.

"  There being no Brigade Sepoys at Dacca, an Order to the Commanding Officer o f  the Militia 
Corps (Rationed there, fnniiar to the above,..as that Corps is immediately under the Dire(5tionof the 
Provincial Council.

“  Refolved, That the following Letter be written to the Dutch and Danifli Settlements, and 
that they be tranfmitted to Lieutenant Colonel Dow, to be forwai-dcd by him whenever he fhall 
think proper:

“ T o  the Diredtor and Council at Houghly.
•* Gentlemen,

** W e  have reccK^cd Intellicence too well authenticated to doubt its Veracity, that War was de­
clared by the Court o f  Great Britain againft France on the igth o f March laft, and by the Court 
o f  France againft Great Britain on the 30th o f the fame Month. We have therefore thought it 
incumbeht on us to take PoiTelTion o f thi Town o f Chandernagore, and to attacii all the French 
PfOptfrty which fliall be found in thefe Province* •, but as we think it probable that Endeavours 
will be ufed by the Frertch to cover their Property under the Marks o f Dutch or Danifh Colours, 
to reitiqve with it into the Limits o f the Territories o f  thbfe Nations, we expefit, from the Friend- 
ihrp fufliiftinfg between yoiir Nation and our*s, that you will take eflcdual Means to difcourage and 
prevent (he Succdi o f  *ny o f that Nature.

•* J’ort William, 7th July, 17/8. W e are, & c,

•* The fame to Fredricknagore.
*• Warren Haflings,

Richard Bar well, 
p. Francis,
Edwaftf Wheler.’*

T lw  M«nag<rrs for the Cofitnions being alked, if Ijiey cooldjptrodutre the Inftruittentsi
oti the O c c ^ n  |?vcn Ycfterday ♦; vi .̂ tjait Sun- • we ei-

nttd, IPitld, Cov^am^r and C a i^  Haufe tliat they cooid nptj but
tbat when the Governor General moved the Pr^pofitions sei**- vh-

read i^ y  w«rc d«cUce# to be witliouil of ^  R ig k f .of the
S  Rajah,
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R a jah , and that they had read the Deeds and In ilrum ents w h ich  pafled hetweert 
Shujah 111 D ow lah  and the R ajah , from  the C on fu ltation  o f  the 4th o f  O ctober 

t  Vi<ic fupr.1, 177-^, given in Evidence on T u efd ay  H ow ever, w ith  refoeft to  the Sunnud, they 
beUeved they could m ake it o u t t h u s : T h a t  upon the 15th  o f  A p ril 1 7 7 6 , a Sunnud 
was prepared to be given  to the R ajah C h eyt S in g : T h a t  that Sunnud w as finned by 
the Board, but the R ajah  refufed to accept it o n  A cco u n t o f  a C lau fe  contained in 
it, dcclaiing all form er Sunnuds to be nu ll and v o id : T h a t  in  confequence o f  this 
R efn lal, tlic Board ordered a new  Sunnud to  be prepared, om ittin g  the C lau fe  to 
which the R ajah objefVed : T h a t  this new Sunnud did not appear} b u t that it feemed 
to  be a fair Inference, that the Sunnud fent u p  the fecond T im e , w as the fame as the 
foi mer Sunnud rcjedled by the R ajah, om ittin g the objeftionable C laufes and there­
fore they w ould  now  read that S unnud.

T h e  W itn efs protluced B ook 50 , intituled, ** Bengal Secrct C o u n cil, 4th M arch  to  
iC th  M a y  1 7 7 6 .”

R ead, the fo llow in g E xtradls from  Bengal Secret Confultations, j  5th  A p ril 177 6 .

fircret Dtp. “  A t  a Council Prcfent,
The Honourable Warren Haftings, Governor General, Prcfidcnti 

Licuenant General John Clavering,
The Honourable George Monfon,
Richard Barwell, 7 r r  
Philip Franci.,

« Fort'W illiam, the 15th April 1776.
“  The Secretary having prepared the Sunnud and P»tta for Rajah Cheyt Sing’s Zemindarry* 

now begs Leave to lay them before the Board, with a Copy o f an Obligation to be executed by 
him for the ReiTiittance of his Tribute.

“  The Board having figned the former j
“  Ordered, That they be tranfmitted to him, and Tranflations o f all o f  them entered in their 

Place.
“  Tranflation o f the Sunnud granted to Rajah Cheit Sing, for the Zemindarry

o f  Gauzipore, See.
Be it known to the Mutfudies in Office, prcfcnt and to come, Canongoes Miikudums, Riotts 

Cultivators, to all tlie Inhabitants and People refident, and belonging to Circar Iknaris, Gazy- 
pore, and Chunar, in the Soubah o f Allahabad, that. Whereas by virtue of a I'rcaty with the 
Nabob Afoph ul Dowla, concluded on the 20th of Rubby ul Awal 1189 Hcjiree, or 2) ft May
1775, the Government and Sovereignty of the Circar.s abovementioned has’̂ been teded tb the 
Honourable Eaft India Company, from the 4th o f  Jummafly ul Awal 1 189 Hcjiree, 6r 4th July 
*775 ' IAdia Company therefore, in virtue o f the Rights thereby obtained, do
confirm unto Rajah Cheit Sing, the Zem indaij, Aumccny, and Fonjcdarry, of the (aid Sircars, 
agreeably to the Zemmin, together with the Cucwaliies o f Juanpoor ami Benares, and fhc Mint 
o f  Benares, from the faid Date*, whatever Gold and Silver lhali be coined in the Mint, the faid 
Rajah (hall coin in conformity to his Muchulka. H e is not to be, in the fmalleft Particular, 
remifs in the Obfervation and Execution o f the feveral Duties incumbent on him ; he is to bch;ivc 
with Moderation and Kindnefs to the Riotts and People, to promote the Cultivation and Increalc 
o f  Inhabitants, and Produce o f the Lands, expelling Thieves, nightly Affaulters and Robbers, 
and fo cflfcdually punifhing the Difturbers o f the Peace, that no Trace o f them may be fcen •, 
and he is to pay a Tribute o f  23,40,449 Benares Mucklidar Rupees, or 22,66,180 Calcutta 
Siccars, annually to the Conspany’s Treafury. Should he receive Orders to pay the above Re­
venue at Benares, he ftiall, in that Cafe, pay the Sum o f 23,40,249 fienarcs Mucklidar Kuj^es, 
each Rupee to weigh 10 MaflTa, and to contain two Ruttie, and two Chowl o f Alloy, and no 
more. Should the Weight be lefs, or A lloy more, he Qiall make up the Deficiency. Whenever 
the Money fliall not be wanted at Benares, he is to remit the annual Amount o f 23,66,180 Siccsr 

• ‘‘ ThiisWord Rupecs punctually, agreeably to his Kifta, and M u M k a * i by Monthly Payments at Calcutta. 
derê dTohĉ *̂ ’ In Confidcration o f which, he fhall be allowed a Dedudion ot T w o per Cent, amounting in all 
ftruckout.” to Sicca Rupws 44,434: * 4 : 5  Account Hindowany, or Exchange, which being deduced, the 

net Am oant is a * ,* t ,745 : 5 = 7 Sicca Rupees o f Calcutta, which he is to pay at that Place. 
A f t e r  the Settlements o f Accounts at the End o f the Year, he fiiall, the cuftpmary Manner, 
r e c e iv e  Credit for his Payments; and he is by no means to colleft the prolfiibited Abwiiub o f the 
Durgah o f  his Majefty. This Sunnud being granted, is to remain io fo rce , and all former Sun* 
nuds to beOQ^ null and void. Xpu the Mutiuddies, and Perfons abo»;er0cntioned, are to regard 
the faid Rajah as truly and Iawfu%  poflefTed o f  the. Zonindarry, A^tneeny, and Fonjcdarry o f the 
above Sircars 1 lAld to acktlowtoige his Autbotity in the fev«ra1 appertaining there* 
vnto. Know that we have hei% ifiued the moil ftrift and po&ivi!: Commands, and coey them 
•coordtngly. ■

« Wtitttco on »5th trf” or 15th Aprii i  .
7  (Si^ed) by the Governor Geowal and Cooncil.

« The
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“  The Zimmcen.
The Office of the Zcmindarry o f Sircar Benares, Gauzipore, Chundara, the Cotwally, tlie 

fc)uties, and the Mini in the Soubah o f Allahabad, have been conferred upon the gicat Cliif t 
Rajah Cheit Sing Behadre, alfo the Autnccny and Foujcdary,

“  Mi.hals 19, VIZ.
“  Sircar Ecnares.
“  Chundara,

Sircar Gauzipore.
Mohals o f Jaunporc, comprehending Maul and Duriej.
Havily jMaiV abad ^enares.
The Caus Daums, or for fupplying Clothing to the King.

“  Pq-gunnah Bhadurry.
“  The Talook o f Sukramow in Chundara.

Suktulgur.
“  Bidjcyporc.
‘  Sekunderpore.

“  Khireed Shadyabad.
“  Tuppa Serringa.
“  The Cutwally and Duties o f Benares, Free.
“  Ditto Ditto of jaunpore, Ditto.
“  The Mohal o f the Mint o f Benares, Ditto.
“  The Benares Mukeemi, or Brokerage.
“  The Sungurzenne, or Stone Wcighinfj; of Benares, and the other Mohuls.
“  The Yantcfauly, or Office of MuttuflUub of Benares.

“  Copy o f a Potta granted to Chcit Sing.
“  This Potta, containing the underwritten Stipulations, is granted unto Rajah Chcit Sin^ 

Behadre. Sircar Benares, Gazypore, Chunar, and the Mohals of Sircar of Jaunpore, compre­
hending the Maul and Duties, Havily Mahomed Abad Benares, the Klmus Daums in I'crgunna
Bhadurry, Talook o f Sunkeramow in Pergunna Chunara, Suktifgurra, Bejeeporc, Sircar Gauzi­
pore, Pergunnah Sekunder{X)re, Khcireed, Shadyabaud, Putna, Sirrungcn, including the Cut­
wally Duties o f Jaunpore and Benares, the Mint o f Benares, the Mooivcymcc, Yahtifaule, and 
Stone Weighing, both Maul and Duties, and the Dewanny Duftoor, excepting the Nancar o f 
H a lf the Ja^hier o f Bhadurry, the exempted Jaghiers and Ayma which have been inferted for a 
length o f Time in the Accounts as Deduitionsi all the Articles of the Tahud are fettled upon 
you from the 4th o f  Jamaudy ul Awil 1183 Hejiree, or the 4th of July 1775 Enjjlilh, at a Sti­
pulation per Annum of 2'^,40,249 Mucklidar Benares Rupees, not ftiort of the Weight o f Ten 
Mafia each, and not containing a greater Portion o f Alloy than Tw o Ruttics, and Two Beringec, 
agreeably to your Mutchulka and Cabooleat. This Sum you will therefore pay, but fhould it 
not fuit the Convcniency of the Company to receive it at Benares, you* are to pay it in Calcutta in 
Sicca Rupees o f Calcutta, amounting in which 'Specie to 22,66,180 Sicca Rupees, the Amount 
o f  Hindofaun, or Exchange allowed you, at the Rate of T w o per Cetu. is Rupees 44,43+ : 14 : 5 
which being dedufted, the Net Sum will be 22,21,745 : i : 15 Sicca Rupees of Calcutta. This 
you are to pay, without the leaft Deduftion or Depreciation whatever, in the Courfe o f  each Year,- 
by Monthly Payments, agreeably to your feparatc Kittbundce. This you are to pay without any 
Allowance for ^ ‘bundey. You will remit the Money to Calcutta witiiout fail conformably to iho 
faid Kidbundee.

“  Particulars o f the Tribute, (viz.)
•* Former Cabooleat, - 20,86,607

« Dedu(5t------Nancar. - - 9,800
“  Exen^ted Lands. - S,ooo
** Moaffy Fourth Part and Siry Sicca. 2,358
“  One H a lf J ^ h le ro f Bhadurry. 67,500
“  Altumgaw o f  MuiTaummut 
'  Muraud Barnoo.
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88,158

M Add**—— Nuzzeranna. 90,000
« Tuppa. - 34j2°7

Mukeemc, Sec. 1,800

f  En(?ro»fe-*— 'Total 450,000
« Deduft 34>207

19,98,449

1,26,00;’ 11  

a. *5.79* 4
•4T

C u ry  over, «  BenaretRupees, »3*40,94^ *



B r o u g h t  o v e r ,  —  “  B c n a r a  R u p t t i ,  23 ,415,249
‘* Batta to reducc them into Siccxs 74.069
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“ Remains, Sicca R a p e d  l2,66»i8o
“  Dcdufl: Hindooatin 44*434 : 14 : 'J

« Remains net Amount in Siccas 22,21,745 : i : 15

“  Written on t!ic 46th o f  Suflfer 17th Year, or 15th April 1776.
Warren Haftings.
J. Clavering,

BarweH.
P . Francis.”

T h e  M anagers for the C om m ons ftated, th a t th ey  w o u ld  n ext proceed to  fliew  the 
O b jed ion s made to this Sunnud and P o tta , b y  th e R ajah  C h eit Sing, as contained in 
a L etter from  M r. Fow ke, the R efident at Benares, dated 1 7 th  J u ly  1 7 7 6 , and the P ro ­
ceedings o f  the Council thereupon.

T h e  W itnefs produced B o o k  5 2 , in titu led , ** B en gal Secret C o n fu ltatio n s, i f t  J u ly  
to 30th September

Read, the fo llow in g E x tra cts  fro m  B en gal Secret C o n fu ltatio n s, 89th Ju ly  17 7 6 .

** Fort W illiam, the 29th o f  July 1776.
** A t a C ouncil’, Prcfcnt,

The Honourable Warren Hallings, Governor General, Prcfident.
Lieutenant General John Clavering.
Richard Harwell, \
Philip Francis, |  Efqwre#.

T h e Honourable George Monfon, indilpofed.

“  Honourable Sir, and Siri,
“  I am honoured with the Receipt o f your Commands, dated 24th June, direfting the Erafe- 

ment of the Word Mmhuika "  in the Sunnud and Potta which accompanied M r. Aurtol’t Letter 
o f the 26th April. , I have, in Conicquence, acquainted the Rajah with your Orders upon this 
Subje l̂;, and have called upon him to receive the new Sunnud and Potta, and to execute hia 
Cabooleat. H e ha* declined the Acceptance o f the Sunnud and Potta, for which he afflgns tlicfe 
Reafons \ that any Erafemcnt in a Sunnud or Public Deed i« totally tinpcecedented in iAff 
o f this Country that the Glaufe in the Sunnud by which th«; former ^tiouda ore declared to to  
null, is Ukewife cofttrsry (9 Cuftom oAd P ra^ ice) and further* that in the above Cbufit«. the 
Word b e i^  ofed in th« plural N u n ^ t*  the Codinama* whicb be received with thtt
former Sunnud andilrattah, is therefaf Ulcewiie reodeted ^ k l  an d .o f nd £ff«<EV. T h e Rajab 
ob|e£ts to the Execution of the Cabokat on Account o f the Ciaufe it contains, by wivich the 
former Sunnuds are annulled. He declare* himfelf ready to return the old Sunnud afld Potiah 
upon Receipt o f  the new ones •« and has reque(l«d that a Repreienntion o f the above Circuin* 
ftances may be made to your Honourable Board.

«  Benares, ‘ ‘ I am, &rc. & c.

17th July 1776. •* (Signed) Francis Fowkc.”

Ordered, That the Secittary prepare a new Sunnud and Pottah, omitting the Word 
“  Muchulka,”  and the Sentence declaring the former Sunnud# to be null, sad that thefc be tranf- 
mitted to Mr. Fowke, with Dtre£^ions to receive back the leiupofary Poitah and Grant which 
were firft allowed him.*’

« Refolved, I'hat the following Letter be written to Mif. Fowke,
Sir,

“  W e have received yottr L e t t m o f  the 15th and 17th inft.
« In  com pliance with the Requett o f Rajah Cheit Sing, we have ordered the Suririud and 

Pottah for hi* Zemiodarry to be made out anewf with the Omiffions which he has foHciced, and 
wc fliall retain thefe Grants to be exchanged for the Caboleat to be which
his Vackeel has uromifed to obtaiti him.

“  You will receive back fr«rt\ the Rajah the temporary Grawtt him on
your Ari4̂  a* Bfetlwires, and r tw m  them to os, or let him do It through hV'^ackeel j the Sunnud 
and Pottah, formerly fent you W  idit: Secretary^ wrtt iM> ifwifiifit tb u*.

f  JM tlte End of the 
W e  are,

o '  "
The



Tfac Managers fo r  the C om m on s bem g alked, i f  they had any Evidence to  (hew 
w hether the F irft  Sunnud was returned, according to  the O rd er o f  the 29th July
1 7 7 6 , ju f t  read and alfo, w hether the Second Sunnud w as ever executed, acquainted 
th e  H o u le  th at they had laid before them  all they knew , or could find upon the 
S u b je ft. T h a t  they w ould  now  return to  the E vidence they were about to give wlicn 
the above E n q u iry  after the Sunnuds, & c . was made, nam ely, to (l\cw that the 
D em an d  o f  T h re e  Battalions from  the R ajah  C h eyt Sing, propofcd by M r. H aftings 
in  the C on fu ltation  o f  the g th  J u ly  1 7 7 8 * ,  was converted into a D em an d o f  F ive  !  Vukfupraj 

L a c k s  o f  R upees. . . ‘
T h e  W itn efs produced B o ok  14 , intitu led , Bengal Sccret C on fu ltation s,

1 7 th  AugulJ: 1 7 7 8 , to  25th  January 1 7 7 9 .”
R ead , the fo llo w in g  E x t r a d  from  B e n g i  Secret C on fu ltation  17th  A u g u fl 17 7 8 , 

from  P age l a ,  fam e Book.
“  f  ort William, the 17th Augiid 1778.

“  A t a C ouncil; Prelent,
T he Honourable Warren Haftings, Governor General, Prcfidcnt.

Richard Barwell,!
Philip Francis, SEfquires.
Edward W helcr,J

“  The Governor General delivers in the following Minute.
“  The Governor (k-neral lays l>cfore the Board the following I.crttcr from Hajali Chcic Sing, t Ik- Oovi-r- 

and informs the Board, that having callcd upon Ally Nucky, the Rajah’s Vacktrl, for an Ex- noi Ccncial’* 
planation of hn Mafter's further Sentiments upon the Subjcft o f i t h e  received the following Chcyt 
Anfwer from the Vackecl, being the Subilance o f  a long Converfation, viz. I'hat his MalU r was. Sink's Acqui- 
at all Times, ready to pay Obedience to the Commands of the Board, iitul tu afford rvei y I’ roof uIc.'lx!'’ 
o f his Attachment to the Company i and that the Rajah had autboriz'^d huu to dccl.ut his Ac- <>i
<}uiefcence in the Rcquifition of a Subfidy, equal to the Expence o f 'I hree Battalions ot Sepoys u/sc- *'
for the Service o f the War,

“  The Vackeel contended much for fixing the Sum o f the Subfidy at Three Lacks of Rupees.
T he Governor told him, it could not be lefs than Five, and received his Conl'enr, in his Mailer’s 
Name, and in virtue o f the Authority which he derived from the Rajah, to the Payment of that 
Sum for one Year*, his Authority extending no further.

“  T he Governor General is o f Opinion, that as the Rajah’s Confent has been expreflld with 
fuch a Limitation, and eluded in his written Anfwers, the Payment o f the Subfidy ouglit not to 
be left fubjed to the Contingencies which the Courfc o f the Year may prod ice, but immediately 
demanded. H e computes, that the Amount ot Three Battalions o f Sepoys on double Batta, 
exclufive o f Tents, Arms, and contingent Charges, will amount to Kupees 4,76,000.

“  On thcfe Grounds he moves, that the Subfidy to be paid by Rajah Chcit Sing, for the Main­
tenance o f Three Battalions of Sepoys during the Courfe of the War, be fixed at the annual 
Sum of Five Lacks o f Muchledar Ruiieesi and that he be immediately required to pay that Sunl 
into the Hands o f the Refident M r. Thomas Graham.

“  (Signed) Warren Haftings.’*

“  M r. Francis.—-I acquiefce, tho’, in my own Opinion, it would anfwer as well to us, and b* 
lefs diftrefling to the Rajah, if the Subfidy were added, in equal Proportions, to the Monthly 
Kifts o f the I ’ribute.

“  (Signed) Philip Francis.
“  I agree. (Signed) Richard Barwell.
“  Agreed. (Signed) Edward Wheler.”

From Maha Rajah Chcit Sing, received 30th July.

“  T have been honoured by the Receipt o f  your gracious Letter, communicating the Intelli- 
getice of a War having broke out between the Courts o f Great Britain and Fran«.'e, and defiring 
me to take on myfelf a Share o f  the Burden o f Expence, M y Patron, I am the Servant of the 
Sircar. )[ will write you more fully hereafter. On all Occafions, I am hopeful o f your High- 
jnefs’s Favour and Support,

“  Refolved* That the following Letter be written to Mr. Graham, and that Notice o f the 
JBoard’a Rcfolution be given to, the Pctfian Tranflator, that a Letter be accordingly prepared to be 
fent IQ li^ ah Cheit Sing.”

“  Sir,
« Thinking it necefliiry that Rajah Chcit Sing (hould be required to contribute his Share to To Wr. 

fupport the Burthen o f the prefent War with Frances we refolved that Three Battalions o f  Sepoys Orahairf. 
CbOuId be railed and maintained at his Expence i and the Rajah, in Anfwer to a Lettei* which the

T  Governor
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Governor General wrote to him on the Occafion, having, by Means o f  his VackecI, aĵ r̂ ed td 
pay a SubQdy of Five Latks of Muchlidar Rupees for one Year, but not authorized his Vackccl 
to extend his Acquicfcente iurther. W c dccin it necefTary, and have accordingly ordered that the 
Rajah fliall immcdiauiy pay this Sum into your M ands; you will therefore receive the fatnc from 
him, and remit the yVmount o f it to the IVcfidcncy.

VVc are, & c.*”

N oticc being taken that the Evidcrlcc, as to  the C h an ge o f  the D em an d fro m  
T roops to a Sum  o f  P'ive L acks o f  R upees, w as, as far as appeared at prcfent, in -  
com])lete, in as m uch as it was not dillincHly fliew n from  w h om , or h ow  that C h an ge  
o iig in ated ; the M anagers for the C om m ons w ere afkeri, “  W h eth er they had an y  
Evidcncc o f  the Change o f  the Propofition made for a Suppljr o f  T h re e  batta lion s o f  
T ro op s to that o f  a Sum o f  M o n ey, beyond w h at appears in the M in u te  delivered 
in by the G overnor General on the 17th  o f  A u g u ft  1778 ?”

T h e  M anagers fcir the C om m ons made A n fw er, T h a t  n o o th er E vidence appeared. 
B u t as it was a M atter fufficiently notorious that the G overn o r G eneral is the P erfon  
w h o officially conm'iunicates, on  the P art o f  the C o m p an y, w ith  the V ackeels o f  all 
the foreign Piinces, they conceived it to  originate fro m  the C on verfatio n  w h ich  the 
G overnor General, in the abovem entioned M in u te  o f  the 17th  o f  A u g u ft  17 7 8 , 
ftates to have pafled w ith  the V ackecI o f  the R ajah .

T o  prove the D em and o f the F iv e  L a c k s  m ade up on  th e  R a ja h ; the Requefl: o f  the 
Rajali to pay them  by In ftalm en ts,, and th at upon the Proceedings in  confequence o f  
that R equeft, one o f  the C o u n cil difiented m aterially  up on  the C ^ eftio n  o f  R ig h t  ̂

T h e  W itnefs was d irefted  to  produce B o ok  2 1 , in titu led , “  B engal C ou n cil, 
2d September to  2zd O fto b e r  1 7 7 8 .'’

R ead, the fo llow in g E xtra6 ls (b egin n in g at P age 362, o f  the fam e B ook) from  
Bengal Secret C on fu ltation  o f  the 28th  o f  Septem ber 1 7 7 8 .
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“  Fort William, 28th Septcntiber 1778.
PuMic “  A t  a Council Prefent,

Momiay. The Honourable Warren Haftings, Governor General, Prefident •,
Richard Barwell, T 
Philip Francis, V Efquircs.
Edward Whelcr, J

“  Read the following Letter from M r. Graham, Refident at Benares i
“  1 think, it neccffary to inform you, that notwithttanding Seventeen Days arc elapfcd fince 

your Orders arrived here, diredlng the Rajah to pay into my Hands the Subfidy he had agreed 
to pay o f Five Lacks o f Mutchilidar Rupees, he has not yet paid me One Rupee, and offers as a 
Rcafon his inability to difcharge the Whole at oncc, and requefts me to receive it by monthly 
Payments. Your Honourable Board’s Orders authorizing nothing o f the Kind, I have acquainted 
him that it is impoHible for me to come into his Requed, and have repeated my Requifuion, which 
1 have indeed been urging every Day fmcc the Receipt o f  your Orders, to pay me the whole 
Amount as fpeedily s poffible.

I have the Honour to be, with the higheft Refpeft, 
Honourable Sir and Sirs, & c.

Benares, the 14th Sept. i^ ;S. (Signed) T H O M A S  G R A H A M , Refident.”

[ “  The Governor General lays before the Board the following l-ettcr from Rajah Cheyte Sing :

** From Raja Cheyte Sing, a 8th Sept.
Kaî h Cheyte it J haVc bccH hoftourcd with your gracious Letter, dcfiring that I will, as a Subjc^ o f  the 

Company, take on myfelf the Payment o f Five Lacks of Mutchledar Rupees, as my Projf>onjon of 
the Expeooes o f the prefent W ar, and pay them to M r. Graham. A lth o u ^  I have no Ability left, 
and the great Burthen o f Expence I laooured under from the Tim e o f the Deceafe o f the kte  Raja» 
til] the Expiration o f the N al»b Vizier's Authority over me, is well known to God and your E xcel­
lency, yet, iblcly with a View to Compliance with your Orders, and to prove my Fidelity, having 
fold and pledged every Thing belonging to me, I will make good the dorefaid in inftalments in Six 
or Seven Months, although by parting with my Efiie£ts, Which are clearly necelTary, I am left in a

* K. B. No Sietuture to this letter.
$Utt
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Slate o f Inability for the future j yet you will Ihcw me much Favour that I Aiall again recovct* 
myfclf.

“  A s a Tim e is required for the Sale o f my Effei5ts, and raifing the Money, I hope, from your 
Kindnefs, that the Officers of Government may rake from me, in different Payments, the laid Sum 
in Sonant Specie, as Ifhallnot be able to procure this Sum in Miichledar Rupees; and that you 
will be gracioufly pleafed to affix your Signature to my Requcfts, that 1 may apply myiclf v̂ ith 
Sarisfadtion and AITiduity to the Bufmefs of the Sirkar.”

“  Governor General— I'he Subltance o f this Letter, and the Requifition made bj' the Rajah to 
M r. Graham, differ fo much from the chairful and ready Acquiefcence with *  the Rajah’s Vakeel, * Sit; m Orict 
Shaick A lly  N ucky, made in his Mafter’s Name to the Demand made on him for this Subfuiy, that 
I  think it neceflary, for my own Junification, to call upon the Secretary to certify the Accuracy 
o f my Minute t^plivered on the 17th Augull, containing the Aflent exprefied by the Vakeel, in his 
Mafter’s Name, to the J^ayment of the Subfidy.

“  The Secretary acquaints the Board, that the GovernorGeneral delivered to him the Minute above 
mentioned, previous to his laying it before the Board, with Orders to explain the Contents of it to 
the Rajah’s Vakeel, that it might correfpond with the Acquiefcence which he had delivered; 
he accordingly communicated the Minute to the Vakeel, and received from iiim a Conliriiiation of 
the Terms therein cxprcfled.

“  TJie Governor General moves, That Orders be written immediately to Mr, Graham, that 
he do, on Keceipt o f them, demand of the Rajah in Perlbn, the Payment of the entire Sum of 
Five Lacks o f Rupees in the Space o f Five Days, and declare to him in the Name of this Board, 
that his Rcfufal or Negledt to complcrc the Payment within that Time, fhall be deemed equivalent 
to an abfolute Refufal, and that he be forbidden, in that Cafe, to hold any farther Intcrcourfc with 
the Rajah until he lhall have adviled us of the Particulars of the Raja’s Condudl in tliis Inftance  ̂
and receivc our Orders in Conlequence.

“  Mr. Francis.— 1 beg leave to alk. Whether there be any Letter from the Raja himfclf to the 
Governor, in which his Confeut to pay the Five I .acks, in the Manner agreed to by the Vakeel, is 
expreflid, or the Vakeel’s Engagement to that F.fTedl confirmed.

“  GovernorGeneral.— All the Kajah’s Letters will be found in the Book of Perfian Correfpon- 
dence, to which I refer; but I well recoiled that the A(fcnt given by the Vakeel was expreficd in 
Terms the moft peremptory that could be conceived, cither confirmed by an Oath, or his own Life 
pledged for the Performance of it. My Minute was drawn up from Fieads o f what pafled in Con- 
verfation with the Vakeel, and when it was explained to him by Mr. Auriol, he was very defiroua 
o f corredling a Part of it, which made the Acquiefcence o f the Rajah appear too general, and that it 
might be fpecificaliy limited to One Year his Powers, he added, extended no further. 'I'hc 
Corrcftion was accordingly made upon the Spot in the Room adjoining to this, anil tlie Minute 
immediately recorded. 1 dcfire the Secretary to mention whether this agrees with his Recollection 
of the Matter.

“  The Secretary very well recollefls the particular Circumftances alluded to by the Governor 
General, and therefore offers his Teftimony, that the Vakeel declarc3 he was authorifed to ac- 
quiefce in the Subfidy for One Year, but no longer, and defired that ihe Requifition might be li­
mited to that Time.

“  The Minute was before indefinite.
“  M r. Francis.— I have no Sort o f Doubt o f the Reality o f the Engagements made by the Va­

keel i the Queftion is wliether they are Adis o f the Rajah, or made by fufficient Authority from 
him. I f  the Vakeel had even a Letter o f Credence relative to the Point in Qiieftion, it would be 
fufficient. If he had, it muft appear on the Perfian Correfpondence, and 1 dcfire the Secretary- 
wili read it.

“  GovernorGeneral.— I have looked over the Book of Correfpondence. There are but Tw o I .etters 
upon the Subjeil. The Firft, a Letter recorded in Confultation the 17th of Auguft, acknowledging 
the Receipt o f  mine, which contained the firft Requifition of the Five Lacks, and promifing an An- 
fwer. The Letter recorded on this Day appears to be that Anfwcr, as it begins with an Acknow­
ledgment of the firft Letter, and a Ibort Recapitulation o f its Subftance. M y firft Letter was 
written on the n th  July, Tw o Moniha and Seventeen Days from this Date. I f  an Anfwcr Ironi 
the Vakeel, during fo long an Interval, was not to be deemed authentic, the Rajah’s Silence was 
more difrefpedful than a direî l’ Refufiili but i f  it be admitted as an Exculpation, his fureft Re­
medy againft any A i l  of Government will be a Refufal to make any Reply to its Demands. I will 
not conceal from the Board, that I have expe£lcd this evafive Condud in the Rajah, having been 
iTome Time paft well informed, that he had been advifed in this Manner to procraftinate the Pay­
ments o f the Five Lacks, to afford Tim e for the Arrival of Difpatches frotn England, which were 
to W n g Orders for a total Change in this Government } and this, he was given to exped, would 
produce a Repeal o f the Demand made upon him by the prefent Government. On intimating 
my Sufpicions o f fuch a Defign to the Vakeel, he protnifed he would write in fo effisftual a Man­
ner to nis Mafter, as (hould, without Fail, induce him to make an immediate Payment o f  the 
Subfidy, H e, this Morning, informed me, that his Letter was difpatched on the 12th o f this 
Month I its E ffed ought by this Time to have (hewn itfelf. Sufficient Time will have been givea 
to the Rajah to obey the Authority o f  the Board by the Arrival o f  the Orders which I rtave now
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propofcd ; and whether, in that Interval, he fhall ratify the A d  o f his Vakeel or not, I fhall con- 
fider of little Confequcncc. I f  the Board will fupport their own Authority, he Ihall be made to 
yield to it.

“  Mr. Francis.— There is no Queftion, but the Rajah mult yield to the Power o f this Govern­
ment-, and I (hall be as ready as any Member o f this Board, to iupport its Authority, as long 
as its Power is dircdted by Juftice. I did from the firft exprefs a Doubt, whether we had ftriftly 
a Right to encrcafe our Demands upon the Rajah beyond the Terms which we originally agreed 
to {̂ ive him, which he confcnted to, and which, as I have conftanily underftood it, were made 
the fundamental Tenure, by which he held his Zemindary. lHuch Demands can beencreafed ivpon 
him at the Difcretion of the fuperior Power, he has no Rights •, he has no Property i or, at lead, 
he has no Security for either, Inftead o f Five Lucks, let us demand F ifty ; and whether he re- 
fufes, or is unable to pay the Money, the Forfeiture o f his Zemindary may b« the immediate 
Confcquence o f it, unlefs he can find Means to redeem himfelf by a new Treaty. Having this 
Opinion of the Demand itfclf, as it originally flood, it cannot be deemed extraordinary in me, 
that I fhoukl proceed with very great Caution in enforcing any Penalties, which may be propofed 
to attend his not inftantly complying with it. It appears that the Engagements made by the V a­
keel have not been confirmed by the Rajah ; and that the Vakeel had not even a Letter o f  
Credcnce from his Maftcr. I know the Temper o f black Servants too well to punilh their Princi­
pals for any A d s done by them, or even to iiold them bound by fucli A d s, if  not exprelsly or 
virtually confirmed by themfelves. I do not mean by what I have faid, chat the Board (hould give 
U } >  the Demand, whitli they have already thought fit to make of the Rajah. That Rcfolution being 
paffed, it only remains for us to take Care that it fhould be carried into Execution withoui Harfli- 
ncls or Violence, The Rajah muft pay the Money if he has it j but I cannot conceive, why we 
Ihould infill on his paying it all at once. W e do not inftantly want it > and it may dillrcfs him in 
the greateft Degree to part with fuch a Sum at a fingle Payment. M y Opinion is therefore, that 
the Liquidation the prefent extraordinary Demand u w n  him Ihould be fettled by Kiftbundy j 
and that he (hould be affurcd at the fame Time, that this Board will not make any further De­
mands upon him. Under fuch a Settlement, unaninioufly agreed to, it is not likely thattlit- R.ijah 
will delay or evade a due and regular Execution of it, from any Hopes he may conceivc of future 
Relief by k Change in this Government.

“  The (iovcrnor General.— The very Demand is itfelf a Proof that the Rajah cxpeds fuch R elief; 
and withRicljped to his Ability to pay the Sum fo long demanded from him, or even Ten Times 
that Amount, I fpeak within Compafs, no Man can uoubt o f it. The A fts o f the Majority o f 
the Board arc the A d s  of the Board. When thePerfon wlio is the immediate O bjed o f them ftands 
fo high in the Public Eftimation, and holds Pretenfions, as it appears this Rajah does, to a Sove­
reign and Indepenc^ant Authority, fuch A d s  once paft ought never to be revoked : The Demand 
nude upon the Rajah was for immediate Payment, the Demand ought to be fupported rigidly j but
I will (b far yield to the NccefTity o f the Times, weakening as it may prove to the Powers o f  this G o­
vernment, at a Crifis, which of all others demand their moft vigorous Exertion, as to confcnt to a 
Compromife. T he R^ah has rcqucftcd, that he may be allowed to pay the Sum required o f  him 
by Inllalments, within the Space o f Six or Seven M onths} 1 will conlent to pardon his pad Contu­
macy and Difobedience, on Condition o f  his confenting to pay the entire Sum within Three 
Months, which Time will have clapfcd before the Orders now fcnt to M r. Graham can take Ef- 
fe d , although not a Rupee (hall have been received, to that Period, o f the Payments which, by 
his own Propofal, ought to be half completed. I defire that what I have faid may not be mil- 
underftood. I mean only to (hew, that inftead o f  the Harfhncfs and Rigour which have been im­
puted to this Government in its prefent Condud: to the Rajah, he has been treated with a Lenity 
almoft equal to the Subftance ot his own Detnands. I think it unnecelTary to reply farther to 
M r. Francis’s Minute, as 1 defire only to obtain his Confent to a Meafure upon his own Prin­
ciples, which I upderftand to be, that a jpublic Meafure, nay, even an Opinion o f Govern­
ment Qhoe paflcd, ought to be invariably Supported, even by thofe who oppofcd it in the firit 
Inliano;.

** M r. Francis.— tt is generAUy true that a Relblution o f  Government once paiTed &ould be 
fupjported i but, where the R u hts o f  others are concerned, it is only true with this Proyifo, that 
fuch BdTolutions are not dired:ty coQtradifitory to the Priodples o f  Jufkice, or to the vojuiitary and 
fundamental Engagement^ of the < ^ em m eot itfelf. This Board was alrea<jy bound t0 the IHa- 
jah by A fts o f their own, not carried by « Majority, but unaqimowlljr wreed to, I de- 
fire thar they may be recorded in this F k ce, m  1 find them ftated in our Inmu&iom tQ M r. 
Fowke. ''

•vM r of î ie 4 ^

4. “  It will be proper to alTure the Rinah* that; we do not mean to incKiiie his Tribute, but 
** to require from )iim the cxaA Sum, and in the [mie Species o f  Rupees* to  be paid at Benares, 
** as he paid to die lute Vizier Sujdi Dowlfth, belides whatever Equivakni: msiy be 6xed for the 
** Grant o f the M int ^utwiUljr to him } the W hole to be di&harged by equal monthly K ifts} 
** and if,we ihouU find it dcpt^ient lw»tafter to receivc the Amount «t the Prefidency, afu it- 
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able DcduAion, or CommilTion, Avail be allowed to him for the Fxpencc and Rule of tranf- 
“  porting or remitting it.

“  5th. That under the acknowledged Sovereignty of the Cornpany, we are determined to leave'
“  him the free and unconcrouled Management of the internal Government o f his Coiintry, and tlir 
** Colledion and Regulation o f the Revenues, fo long as he adheres to the rernis of his Engagc- 
“  ments, and will never demand any Augmentation o f ihc annual Tnbuie which may be fixed.”

“  I f  the Opinion.s of the individual Members, who then compoicd tlie Bjaid, Ihoidd be lookrd 
back to, I believe it will appear that the Amount o f the Tribute was fixed at a higher Sum than 
the Governor General then thought the Rajah ought to pay. Tlii.s, liokvcvcr, is imm.iteri;il; 1 
only mean to Ihew that I adhere to my Principles, and that the Doubts whicli 1 have conlUmtly
expreflcd o f the Jufticeof encreafing our Demands upon the Rajah, which, it dont at all, may be
done aJ likilum  ̂ were not ill founded.

“  Governor General.— I muft objeft to the Term “  unanimous,”  applit-d to any Refolution 
pafled at the Period to which Mr. Francis alludes, merely becaule my Diilcnt was not cxpieiled to 
it. The Quotation from Mr. Fowkc’s Inftruftions related only to the lixed and annual Revenue, 
but could never be underftood to preclude that Right which evefy Government inherently pollelVea 
to compel all its Dqicndcncies to contribute, by extraordinary Supplies, to the Relief of cXtraordi- 
nary Emergencies; but though it were granted that this Injundlion given to Mr. Fowke did extend 
to every Mode of Supply, ftill the Argument will not apply to the prefcnt Qiieftion. The prefent 
Demand for the Sublidy, juft or unjufl  ̂was made unanimoufly, and thereforfc, even on tliat Ground 
alone, ought to be unanimouHy fuppprted.

“  Mr. Francis.— Uncferftanding that the infant Payment o f the Fire Lacks is ftill to be de­
manded in the Terms of the Firtt Fropofuion, and that no Relaxation from thelc Terms was in­
tended, I am againft the Motion.

“  Mr. Wheler,— I am for the Queftipin 1 but am further of Opinion, that it fliould be left to 
M r. Graham to determine whether to enforce Paytuent of the Sum required of tl>e Rajah 
for the prefent Exigencies o f Government by or>c Payn:«:nt, or whether to reccivc it by different 
InftaUtnentfi, not exceeding Three Mofflths from the Firft Payment to the Completion of the 
>Vhole.

“  Mr. Barw cll.~The Fa^ts that have been related to the Board by the Governor General, fpeak 
the abfolute Ncccffity o f the Motion that has been agitated. In thefe Sentiments it is incumbait on 
me to fupport it i andl think, that, in Order to its full Efficacy, the Governor General fliould be 
empowered to purfue fuch Means as may fecure the Government from a PoQibilicy o f a further 
Difappointment.

“  <^veriK>r General.-^-I cinoot cqnfent to the Qaalifkitiph o f the prefent Motion, recommended 
by Mr. Wheler, for the Reafons I have already affipncd. W ith rcfpcft to the Propofition implied 
in Mr. Barwcll’s Minute, I fliall take an early Occafion to offer my Sentiments Upon it, dcfiring the 
Subje^l: to reft here for the prefent.

“  Mr. Francis.-— I f  Mr. Harwell, in his Mitiute, mcahs to give the Ooremdr General, by his 
Voice, any Powers whatfoever, independent or exclufive o f the Board, I muft rcqucft he will bo 
pleafcd to explain himfclf. 1 am fure that no fuch Powers can be wanted on the prefent 
Occafion.

“  Governor General,— I beg that the Dcl»te, which i< now unnfccflary, may end. The Morn­
ing has already been loft in Words. As nothing more is propofed to be done, 1 hope it is unncceflary 
that more o f  our Time ftiould be confuraed ift ineficdual Dcbatesj even without a profeflcd 
Objedh

“  Agreed that the following Letter be written to Mr. Graham:

“  Sir,
W c haverecei»^«d you*- Letters o f the 15th J u ly , 9th Auguft^ and 14th inlVartt.

« W e cannot confent to theRequeft o f Rajah Cheyte Sing, to be allowed to pay the Amotmt 
o f his Subfidy, for the Expence o f the prefedt Wax for one Year, by monthly Kills. Our Orders 
communicated 10 him by the Goveiuor Central for the immediate Pjiyracnt were pofitive; wc 
therefore confirm thofe O r^ rs, and dired th*t on Receipt hereof you wait on .the Rajah forth­
with, and demand o f  him, In Perfon aad by W riting, the Paytnent o f the full Sum of Five Lacks 
o f  Muchlidar Rupees, the Sum at which the Subfidy is fixed, in Specie to that Amount, to be made 
to you within Five Days o f  fuch Demand» and declare to him in the Name of this Governmenr, 
that his evading or negltding to accomplilh the Payment thereof within ilut Space, (hall be deemed 
equivalent to an abfolute Refulal i and in Ca(e o f his Noncompliance with your Demand, we per- 
emptorily enjoin you to refrain fmm all further Intercourse with him, until you fliall have advifed 
us o f the Particulars o f ht£ Conduft in this lAftance^ and received our further Orders on the 
SubjeO,

« W e  are, & c.
** Fort William, Warten Haftings,

the a8th September 1778. Richard Barwcil,
Philip Francis,
Edward Wheler.'*] ^
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T o  prove Paym ent o f  the F ive L acks o f  Rupees by  the R ajah C h ey t Sing, and an 
A cknow led gem ent o f  the R eceipt th e re o f; 

R ead, E x tra fl from  Bengal Secret C on fu ltation  o f  the 12th  O d o b c r  J778 , be­
g in n in g  at Page 567 o f  the fame B ook.

“  Fort William, 12th October 1778.
“  A t a Councili Prcfcnt*

T he Honourable Warren Haftings, Governor General, Prefident. 
Philip Francis, i*,- 
EdwSird W hrkr, }

Mr. Barwcll indirpofed.

« The Secretary lays before the Board the following Note from the Governor General:

“  Sir,
“  I herewith fend you Four Bills o f Exchange, this Inftant delivered to me by Shekh A lly  

Vuckec, the Vackcel o f Rajah Chcit Sing, being for Four Lacks and a H alf o f Rupees, which, 
with Fifty thoufand Rupees paid to Mr. Graham, complete the Sum of Five Lacks required of 
the Rcgah for the extraordinary Expcnces o f this Year.

“  Saturday Morning, I am, &c.
loth Odobcr 1778. (Signed) Warren Haftings.”

“  Ordered, That the Bills be fent to the Treafury, and that tlic following Letter be written to 
Mr. Graham:

“  Sir,
by Means o f his Vakeel, remitted Bills o f Exchange to us for the 

Sum of Four Lacks and Fifty thoufand Rupees, which, with the Amount paid into your Hands, 
will complete the Subfidy of Five Lacks, required as his Proportion of the Burthen of the War 
wiih France for the prefent Y e a r : W c therefore dited, that you refrain from the Execution o f 
the Orders contained in our laft Letter.

W e are, &c.
*• Fort W  lliam, Warren Haftings.
the lath Oftober 1778. P. Francis.

Edward Wheler.”

T o  fh ew  w hat the G overn o r G en eral’s O pinion w as o f  the State o f  the B en gal 
T reafu ry  at the Period above m entioned, the W itnefs w as directed to  produce B o ok  13 , 
intituled, “  Bengal Secret C ou fu itation s, from  ift  June to  jo th  A u g u ft  1778.** 

R ead, the fo llo w in g  E x tra cts  from  Bengal Secret C on fu ltation , lo th  A u g u ft  17 7 8 , 
beginning at P age 695 o f  the faid B o ok  *.

“  Fort William, the loth Auguft 1778.
“  A t a Council j Prefent,

T he Honourable Warren Haftings, Governor General, Prefident. 
Philip Francis, T c-r ■
Edwird W W cr. >

M r. Barwcll indifpoled.

"  The Proceedings of the 6th Inftant read and approved. Mr. Barwcll having fent in the fol­
lowing Minute to the Secretary, it was circulated agreeably to his Defire.

“  Mr. Barwcll.— -In confidering the prel'ent State o f  the Treafury, a comprehenfive View is 
Mr. Barwtii’» ddubtlefs propofed o f the aftual exifting Riches o f the State to be commanded to any immediate 
Rcfoilrecl' Hr Exigency o f Government, and not depending on Events, or a Revenue, the Reccipt o f which 
fiens’al. '  ° may bc rendered precarious by the Approach o f a foreign Enemy.— T o  effect this, it will be ne- 

ceffary to ftate in Account the real unappropriated Treafure, this Inftant in our Poffeffion; By un­
appropriated Treafure, I mean all Sums o f Money, whether in the Treafury o f  Calcutta, or elfe- 
where, rtot fubjeft to the current Diftwrfcments o f Government, and totally diftind from the 
Annual Revenue, which I fliall regard as appropriated to Civil and Military Purpofes, and to 
Remittances to  Bombay and China: And to obviate Doubts as to the Sufficiency o f this A l­
lotment, I have annexed ofHcial Eftimates o f the Receipts at the Prefidency for the Four 
enl'uing Months o f  Auguft, September, Odtober, and November. A il poflTible internal

( 78 )

• The Panages marked with this Brackct [, and the Mand pointing to it, infra Psbc 82— 3, arc the PalTâ cs 
in this Confultation which were at firlt particularly referred to by the Manawrs for tl»e Comtnom ; but Notice 
being taken tlyit it was mcelTary the Whole of the Eftimatc fhould bc flatM, the Managers for the Common* 
laid they delivered in tlic Whole as Evidence.

3 Demands



( 79 )
Demands thus fliewn to be provided for, we hold at this Inftant the following Sums in round 
Numbers.

“  Balances o f Calcutta Treafury, —  —  —
Balance in the Hands o f the Paymafters, &rc. Military, ftatcd by the 

Paymafter General, —  —  —  —
D cdud for all poflible Difljurfements fince the B6ard*s Call for a S ta tcl 

of their Balances —» —- —  ■— J

Cafli in the Hands of the Prefident o f Oude ordered to the Prcfi- 
dtncy, the ̂ Receipt o f this Sum cannot be doubted, as it is en­
tirely unappropriated to any Civil or Military Expence —

Coiiiputed Battaor Affay, at leaft —  — . —  —.

23,00,000

7,00,000

54,00,000

15,00,00a

32,00,000
3,20,000

------------ 35,20,000

Torul Amount of Gdvernment*s unapplied Calh —  —  1,05,20,000
“  J be reduced Slate o f the Treafury, therefor*, is merely ideal, and the Government is only in 

foch Degree oi cbe Trdtfare exlfting h u  been lefs concentered. I am againft the LOan.*^
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“  '.['arai of the Kiflbundcc for 4 Months, or from Aug. to
J)cc. 1777 —  —  —  —  Rup’ 97,30,116 10 6 I

iJediict: I'oral of’ Charges Civil and Military, and advance ac-
couiu Invcrtmciu —  —  —  4 7 ,1 7 ,1 5 1 ----------—

Overplus Rupees —  50,12,965 10 6 i
Atiu K' cxipts from Chcit Sing

4 M ‘, at 1,85,145, 6, 9 per M", is S’ R’ 7,40,581 11
D ’, Isuard of Culloms, cftimatcd at what was recc-ivcd

Iniiii ih(,nce in the 4 Motnhs oHaft Year 3,50,000
D , Sea Cuflonis, D" —  - 60,000

( 8 2 )

11,50,581 II

Sicca Rupees —  61,63,547* 5 6 i

T 'C ur'R upees —  —  71,49,714 14 5 Piecc.

I'urt William, the 25th July 
Errors cxcepted.

Charles Croftes,
Accomp' Gen' to the Rev. Dep'.”

“  'I lie fiovernnr (Hn': ral liaving alfo fent in the following Minute, it was circuLited.
“  Mr. f  ranci;> li/s :ilii>/,!ieil Two di/lincl Motives for his Fropofal o f opening the Company’s 

'ricului v U;r a Loan of 50 l ^acks of Current Uupees, at an Intereft of 5 per Cent. Firll, to le- 
( ui c a i'rovifion a[!;ainfl. a Deficiency in our ordinary Supplies. Secondly, to .iflbrd a Relief to 
tiic wealihy Inhabitants, who, for the Want of fuch a Security for their Specie, might be induced 
to Icnt'te it.

“  i'hc other llcafuns enumerated by Mr. Francis depending on thefe, I ihall not feparatcly exa­
mine them.

“  In the firft Place, it appears to me that Mr. Francis has been miflcd in his Comput.nion of 
our aitual Means, by forming it entirely in the Amount in our Trealuries at the iVcfidcncy, 
without taking any Notice ot the Balances in the Provincial Trcafuries, and in the other De­
partments, in which they eonlfitute, or at leaft ought to conflitute, as much a Part o f our pre- 
k nt .'\lVcts, ;is if tliey were .ill depofiied in the principal Trcafuries. But this Error has been fo 
ably rcftified l)y Mr. i5arwcll, that it is unneceHary for me to add any Thing to his Obferva- 
lions. I flv.ill take up the Subjeft in another Point o f Light, and in that in which alone it can, 
according* to my Cunc.eption of it, be regularly viewed, or indeed without involving it in infi­
nite Intricac y, as the Dtbatc upon the Means o f the aftual Hour muft be continually varying, and 
itic ConciufiLns upon it, even while they are forming, falfificd by the Difference between the real 
and cllimated Amount of each Day’s Receipts and Difburfements.

“  1 lliall therefore conIid*er the Subjeft in its Relation not to a partial Period, but to the whole 
Year, and Ihew that inftead of the Deficiency which M r. Francis apprehends, we (hall have a large 
Supply o f Cafh at the End of it, and that therefore any Addition made to it by a Loan, will not only 
luhjeCt the Company to an unneccfTary Lofs of Lacks of Rupee.s, but lock up the greater Part o f 
the Amount frem Circulation, into which it would probably be thrown by thft ufual Means employed 
by Individuals of employing their Money to Advantage.

[ “  1 have annexed to this Minute, a Copy o f the Eftifnatc formed by our Accomptant o f the 
probable Receipts and Dilburfements for the whole Year. Having carefully examined the feveral 
Articles on cach Side o f the Account, I fee no Caufe to doubt the Accuracy o f any o f them. But as 
feveral Orders have lately been pafled which will produce a confiderable Addition to the Expences 
o f the Year, exclufive o f thole ftatcd in thcEftimate, I flwll ftate thofe in grofs Sums, cftimatcd 
beyond my Belief of their probable Amount, which, deduded from the Balance o f the E.(limate, 
will fhew the probable Sum in advance at the End o f the Year.

“  I lliall lirft inlcrt the Balance o f the annexed Eftimate, being the fuppofed'l
Sum which will remain after deducing all the probable Difburfements from > 2,35,60,000 
our cxpctted Kefources on the 30th April 1779, —  — , J

I .  Extraordinary Difburfements not provided for by the Eflimate.
а . Six Battalions of Sepoys, —  —  —  Lacks IQ
3. Refolution and Charlotte —  —  —  —  5
4. Marine —  —  _  5
5. Viftualling Stores —  —  2
б. Stores o f uie W orks —  —  —  —
7. Native Artillery —  —  —  i |
y. Additional Militia Sepoys —  —  -—  i f
9. Other Contingencies —  —  —• —  g j

30,00,000

Corrc^led Balancc on the 30th April 1 779 2,05,60,000

"  " ‘v l t



“  It is my Belief that the real Expenccs will not exceed One H alf of the Sum at which I ffavc 
eftimated them, for the Period o f Time for which they are calculated : but even if they be rakca 
much higher the expefted Balance will be at leaft Tw o Crores of Rupees, a Sum excluding every 
Idea of Diftrcfs, and of the confequent Nccefl'ity o f borrowing Money to relieve it.]

"  I now come to the laft Argument, namely, the Relief wiiich it wiil afford to wealthy Imiivi- 
duals, who might otherwife be induced to fecrete rhcir Wealth. T o  this I reply, that the Com­
pany’s Treafury is always open for Depofits, and there is no Doubt that thofe who would wilh to 
avail themfelves of fuch a Security for their Property, would not wait for the Profit of 5 per Cent, 
as an Inducement, if their only Alternative was to cntrull it to the I ’aith and Cuftody oi Govern­
ment, without Intereft, or to fecrctc it, and conceal it with ccjual Lofs of Intcrcft ■, for it they have 
other Means of employing their Money with an Intcrcll; or any other Advantage on it, this, as I 
have beforeobferved, would bean Objcdion to the Rcccipc of it in the Company’s T'reulury, as it 
would then be dead, inftead of being profitably given to Circulation.

“  But in difctfiTing this laft Motive, it may be proper to attend to a Point on whicli I am nut fuffi- 
ciently well informed. It fliould firft be known, whether the Native Mi rchants are dchruus them- 
felves of lending Money to the Company on the Conditions propol'ed by Mr. Frami . In ivy 
Opinion, the Propofition fhould come from them ; if prciipii.iteiy from it would probably, 
at this Tim e, occafion an Alarm, or convey an Iniprclliun unfavourable to our Credir.

\V. 11.”

( 83 )
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Abftra^ of an Eftimate of the probable Rcfouices, and to balance.

Cafli remaining in the foHoif|rin|; Departments on 30th April 1778.
General Department.

Civil, - - _ . .  1,14,20,000
Military, by Eftimate, .  ,  .  2o,op,oop
Marine, - .  .  .  .  60,000

----------------1 ,34,8o,oO(S
Revenue Department - .  .  - S* R* 50,00,000

Batta, 16 per Cent. 8,00,000

Commercial Department,
58,00,000
21,0cf,000

T o Receipts expefted in 1778-9.
General Department.

Civil,
Draughts on Europe,
Calcutta Cuftoms,
Mint Duties,
Pofl: Office Collcdlions,
Rajah Chcit Sing’s Tribute,

10,00,000
3,30,000

50.000
50.000 

25,70,000

Military.
Army Subfidy,

Marine.
Sales o f Naval Store*,

Revenue Department.
Receipts o f Revenue as in 1777-8, 

Batta, 16 per Cent.

Commercial Department.
Import Sales,
Export Sales,
Ophium, - 
Sat Committee

40,00,000

34,60,000

30,000
74,90,000

2,44,00,000
39,04,000

-2,83,04,000

18.50.000 
60,000

- 9,00,000
27.70.000

Nabob Afibph ul Dowlah.------Balancc due from him 30th April 1778,
55,80,000

Current Rupees, 6,54,24,000

i»i3>8o,ooo

4,13,74,000
<26,70,000

(Signed)

Fort William, Auguft 1778, 

Errors excepted.

W  L A R K I N S ,

Accoantani GencrdL"

5
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** Dilburfements of the Bengal Government from ift May, 177 8 , to 30th April, 1779. 

By Dift)urfcmcnts cxpcdcd in 1778-9.
General Department.

Civil Charges as in 1777-8, - - 28,00,000

Military.
Paymafters to the Arm y, - 85,00,000
Military Stores, - - 4,00,000
Garnifon Provifions, - - 2,00,000
Fortifications and Buildings, - 9,00,000

Marine. - * • * r

Revenue Department.
Dilburfcments as in 1777-8.

Charges, .  _ :  46,45,000
Stipends and Allowances, - 19,75,000
Salt, . . . .  4,60,000
Pphium, .  - - 6,00,000
Salt Petrc, « .  .  20,000

•1,00,00,000 
5,00,000

.1,33,00,000

S* R* 77,00,000
Batta, 16 per Cent. 12,32,000

Lord Clive’s Jaghire, - -
Commiflion on the Revenues.

T w o Years will be due, - r

89,32,000
2.60.000

1.98.000

Commercial Department.
Suppofe, - .  _ ;  ;  -

Extraordinary Difburfements which may take place irt 1778-9. 
Account Depofits, - .  - - -
Mayor’s Court, D° - - » - - •
Commiflion due to General Coote, - -
Bonded Debt, * - r :  :

Supplies to other Prcfidencies.
Bombay, .  .  ;  - :
Canton,
Madras, .  .  _ -
Bencoolen, . .  . - -
St* Helena^ - “ ‘  :

93,90,000

1,40,00,000

8.10.000
1.58.000 

40,000
4,00,000

15.00.000
10.00.000
10.00.000 
2,50,000

10,000

Bjr Balance unappropriated, - 

Cutrent Rupees,

3,66,90,000

14,08,000

37,60,000

4 , i 8 , 5 « , o o o

2,35,66,000
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“  Mr. Francis replies to the above Minute as follows:
“  Mr. Francis.— The Confiderations which led me to think, that, in our prefent Circumftances,’ 

a Loan of Forty Or Fiffy Lack might be an advifeablc Meafure, and to recommend it to the 
Board as a <!^cftion worthy at lead: o f  their Deliberation, Were founded on T w o Data, which I 
conctived were not difputed.

“  The firft is a matter o f Faft, capable o f immediate Proof j— the fecond is a Suppofition, fo far 
admitted by the Board, thai it has already been the Ground of feveral important Kefolutions.

”  It is a Fa£t, for which I appeal to the State of the Treafury, figned by M r. Crofts, that we 
have this Day no more than Current Rupees 37,15,131, applicable to the Company’s Service, in 
which Sum is included 2,99,199 in Bullion uncoined, and 4,84,726 in Paper Security.

“  The vthole Balance in the Treafury is —  —  50,*9,314 : 2
“  D edud the Depofits —  —  —  12,94,18;}

Remaitw —  —  —  —

“  Inftead o f this Sum, the Balance is dated by Mr. Barwell to be 54,00,000. He alfoftates the 
Balances in the Hands of the Paymaftirs at 16,00,000, calculated, as I prefume, from the Balancc 
which was in their Hands at the End o f April. By a Computation, with which the Paymafter 
General has this Day furnifhed me, it appears that the Balances, which they will have at the End 
of this Month, will not exceed Current Rupees 5,37,702.

“  When Mr. Middleton’s Remittance fliall arrive. Credit may be taken for it in the State of the 
Treafury. In the mean time it is fo much Bullion uncoined, the Produce o f which cannot be afcer- 
tained, nor do I fuppofe that any Part o f it will be coined thefe Six Months. The Suppofition to 
which I have alluded is, that Bengal will be invaded. On this Principle we have augmented our 
Army j on this Principle we ought to provide fach Rcfources for fupporting a War as cannot be 
afFefted by th  ̂ Events, of the War itlelf. I was not unacquainted with the general State of our 
Revenues, or the Rcfources which we might reafonably depend on in a Time o f Peace and Tran- 
t^uility, thouah my Reliance on Eftimates is by no Means implicit. But the Cafe of an Invafion o f 
this Country liippofes a very di^rcnt State of Things; and for my own Part, I have no Doubt it 
would be followed by a general Failure in the Colleftions.— I would not tfult the Dcfence o f Ben­
gal, on whicl  ̂ the Exiftence o f the Eaft India Company, and I fear, the public Credit o f the 
Nation, may, at this Time depend, to any Rcfources which we abfolutely have not in our 
PoircflTnon, cfpecially when Security may be purchafed at an Expcnce fo very trifling, that, in my 
Judgment, it docs not deferve a Momem’s Confideration.— The Money to be borrowed would not 
be taken out ©f Circulation, though it fhould lye untouched in our Treafury ; becaufe, in the Cafe 
fuppofed, it would a/Turedly be buried, or otherwifc fecreted by the Owners. Neither,do I admit 
that in any Cafe Money borrowed by Government is aLofs to Circulation, fince their Bonds rcpre- 
fent and perform the Office o f Specie, to the Amount o f the Sum borrowed, and even with greater 
ConvcoicDCe than the Specie* itfelf. I do not know what the Governor alludes to, when he denies 
that a Loan would be any Relief to the Natives, as if I had recommended it on that Ground, or 
for that Purpofc. M y Obje£t is diredlly the Security o f  the Government, and collaterally to infure 
to us, in all ^vtnts, the Attachment o f  fo many wealthy Individuals. They will not offer their 
Money to us for nothing. For a moderate Interefl: they probably will. I f  not, it is a Sign our 
Credit is not verv good at prefent. In Time o f  aftual Diftrefs the Meafure will be imprsjfticable.

“  P. F .”

** M r. BariwtU and the Governor General enter their Replies to the foregoing Minute, as fol­
low:

“  Mr. Rarwell.~In coafid^njg.M r.^rancii’s C ^ ftion , Whether, in our prefent Circumftances, a 
l ^ n  o f Forty or Fifty Lack might be an advifeable Meafure, I confine myfelf to Fafls, which, 
in my. judgment, appear ample and conclufive. I did not think it necelTary to flate, with the 
CorreAnefs of an Accomptant, the aftual Wealth exifting, independent o f the current Revenue 
and Balance o f the Provincial Treafuries > _ my Argument aid not require i t ; all I aimed to prove, 
and to infift upon, was, ift. That the Rupees locked up, and which might be applied to the E xi­
gencies o f the Government without encroaching on the current Revenue, amounted to a Sum not 
Inort o f a Million Sterling. T he 2d Faft I inufted upon was, that the current Revenue was more 
than fulficient to anfwer the Appropriation o f  it to the Inveftment, to the Civil and Military 
Charges o f  our Government, and to the Annual Remittances to Bombay and China.

“  The ad Fa^l is not denied by M r. Francis j for he has fuggefted, that the Receipts of the Re­
venue may be rendered precarious, whenever thefe Provinces fliall be invaded by a foreign Enemy, 
l i e  does not exprefs a Doubt o f our Receipts being regular and unintetruptra, until fo impro­
bable an Event ihaU take place. This is all I a fk j and if this is granted  ̂ it follows, that the ift 
Fa6t on which I ground my Objedion to the Loan, is eftablilhed b«ond the Poflibility of Con- 
tradidtioni nor is it fufficient to (mpofc to it, that the Balance o f  the Calcutta Treafury from 
54,32,898, at which it ftood the a m  ultimo, as ftated by Mr. Francis the 23d, has, to the 10th in- 
ftant, been reduced to 50,09,314: 2} or that by the End o f  this Month, or ifi September, the Ba> 
lance o f Sixteen Lacks, which 1 ftate againft the Paymaftc^, &c.. Military, will be reduced to

5.37»7o*



3>37'702, becaufc it will inftantly be replied to fo partial a Reprefcntation, that tlie current Ri vi:- 
nuc being admitted more than fiifficicnt for every DifljiirCcnicnt of Government, an ( qual Sun] 
muft neccflarily accumulate and cxift, though not immediately in Calcutta, in our otlicr 'rical'in rs, 
totally diftirid from the Appropriations of the Rev<^nuc, anti applicable only to extraordinary Oc- 
cafions. I fliall not qucftion the Computation of the Military Riymallcr General, which Mr, 
Francis intimates he is poflTcfled of, bccaufe I do not know the Grounds on which it is m.uk-1 and
I do not conceive it of any Conlequence whether the Com})ui.ition is carrifd on, only One Monih, 
or extended to Twelve Months, beyond the jft inflant; bccaiili.*, it the Members o f  tiie B.^ard 
■will be pleafcd to look into the Book lyin}? on the '1 able, containing the Statcnu-nts of the Pro­
vincial Trcafuries, it will inftantly ftnke their Obiirrvation, that an equal Sum for Military Chargi.s 
having been regularly cftimated in the probable Dilburll'ments of each Month, from the id  IV- 
bruary to the ift July, fuch Sums muft cither have been iducd Account Military, or remain m 
the Trcafuries unifTued. In the Fn-ft Cafe, it will increafc the Ualance in the Hand.'i of the Pay- 
Oiaftersj in the Second, add to the Balance in the 'rrcaluries. Tlie Nature of the ]-’art cannot be 
altered} and it is o f little Moment to i n f i f t  whether the c x i f t i n g  Wealth is in the Hands of the 
Paymafters, or in our Trealuries.

. T he Rcgiittances from Mr. Middleton being flated only as fo much Bullion, may pofllbly lead 
the Gentlemen in the Dircdion to fuppofe it cannot be immediately applied ; T o  obviate iuch an 
Error, it is proper they Ihould be informed, that liiis Bullion is lb much foreign Coin, Coin that no 
Individual will refufe at the Aflay Valuation, with an adequate Allowance for Charges o f Re- 
coinagc. The Kegulation of Government to reduce every Specie of Rupees to One Standard, it 
is true, carries all the foreign Coin from our i reafury to the Mint j but the Recoinage is rather 
a political than an indifpenfible Operation •, for it may be deviated from at any Time, and on 
any OccaGon, without the leaft Diftrefs or real Lois to Government. The wliule Reafoning on 
the pi^lurcd Poverty of Government being conlined to the Wealth lodged in the 'I'reafury o f 
Calcutta, would feem to deny the real Exiftence o f One H alf of the Amount wc adhialiy poflefs. 
T he laft Letter from Mr, Middleton o f  the 13th July, informs us, that on the ioth juuc the Ba­
lance o f our Treafury was 36,35,497 : 7 : 3 Oude , or Calcutta Currency 40,35,402 : 2 : 9,
that he had remitted Twenty Lacks to the Prcfidency.

“  Though I muft infift that wc poffefs the Wealth I ftated in my Minute o f the 8th inllant, yet 
it is not neceflary to my Argument againft the Loan.

** Our Treafury in the lower Station at the Prcfidency, Mr. Francis ftates
now at —  —  —  50.09-314-2

Our Treafury in the upper Station at Oudc —  —  40,35,492

( 87 )

2

The Aggregate is 90,44,806 : 4 ; 9

A  Sum beyond any Call that can be made on our Government, and fufficient to convince the molt 
prepofielTed, that under the prefent CirCumllances of our Government •a Loan of Forty or Fifty 
Lack is not an advifeable Meafure,

“  1 hat my Silence to the propofed Invafion o f the Provinces by the French may not be con- 
firued into a tacit Acquiefcehce in the Probability of luch a Meafure, I declare I do not believe 
fuch an Invafion will be attempted ■, yet however improbable the Attempt, it is not impoffible; 
and upon this Principle alone that we Hiould be guarded againft all poUlble Events, I have cun> 
curred in the late Military Arrangements.

“  The Governor General— I agree entirely in the Opinions cxprefled in the preceding Minute, 
and .think it rieccflary to add my particular Concurrence to the concluding Paragraph, ■ as conl'r>- 
nant to my repeated Declaration bn Record.”

T o  prove that the D em and o f  F iv e  L acks from  R ajah  C h eyt S ing was repeated in the 
Y e a r  17 7 9 }  the W itnefs produced B ook 22, intituled, “  Bengal Secret C on fu lta- 
tions, fro m  th e 7th  June to  the 23d D ecem ber 1 7 7 9 ."  

R ead, the fo llo w in g  E x tr a f l,  from  a C on fu ltatipn  o f  the 19th  Ju ly  17791 beginning 
at Page 206 o f  the fam e B ook.

[“  Fort William, loth July 1779.
“  A t  a Council •, Prefent,

The Honourable Warren Haftings, Governor General, Prefident. 
Richard Harwell,
Philip Francis, V Efquires.
Edward W helcr,J 

Lieutetiant General Sir Eyre Cootc indifpofed.
.** The Proceedings o f the 8th inftant read and approved.
** T he Governor General delivers in the following Minute.
“  Governor General.— It having been refolved in Secret Confultation, 9th July J778, “  That 

Rajah Cheit S i ^  fhould be required in Form to contribute his Share o f the Burthen o f the pre- 
fent W ar with Ranee, by the Eftablilhment o f  Three regular Batulions o f Sepoys, to be raifed 

a and



T o  Mr. 
Graham.

Secrct Dep. 
lliu r lila j’.

and maintained at his E xptncci" and the Antount o f the Subfidy fixed by the Board in Confulta- 
tion, of the 17th v\ugull following, and agreed by him to be paid for One Year, being Five 
Lacks o f Mucklidar Knpees; as the Year is nOvy expired, I move that he be at this Time re- 
ijuired to a'litribiitc tlic like Siini, as bis Share of the Expencc of the W ar for the currcnt Year.

“  AgrmI to the Governor Gtrneral’s Propofal.
“  Rdolved, that the following Letter be written to Mr. Graham.

“  Sir,
“  'J'he Period o f One Year, for which Rnjah Cheit Siiig contributed the Sum o f Five Lacks o f 

MuckliJar Rupees, as his Proportion o f the Burthen of the War wiih France for the laft Year, 
being expired, and the War ftill continuing, we find it neceflary to maintain the fame Forre, and 
to require, that Uk  Rajah fliall be at his Share of the Expi-nce •, yod will therefore at this Tim e 
demand troni him Paymt-nr of the above Sum, as his Proportion of the Charge for the currcnt 
Year, and remit the Aniount of it to us.

“  Fort William, 19th July 1779. W e arc, & c.” j

Agreed, that the Governor Genera! be requeued to write to Rajah Cheit Sing, acquainting 
him that the Period of One Year, for which he agreed to pay Five Lacks o f Mucklidar Rupees, 
as his Share of the Burthen o f the War with France on the 17th Auguft 1778, is expired ; and 
as the Continuation of the War makes it Hill neceffary to maintain the fame fc.ftablifhment o f 
Tioops for tlif D; fence o f the Country, the Board deem it requifite that he fliould at this 1 ime 
con;nbut.e the lunlu-r Sum ot Five Lacks o f Mucklidar Rupees, as his Share o f the Charge for 
the current Y e a r; Mr. Graham has therefore been directed to apply to him for the fame.

Warren Railings.
P. Francis.
Edward Whcler."

T o  prove that the abovem entioned D em and o f  5 L ack s w as ihodeftly difputed by the 
R ajah ; that the R ig h t y f  n iaking it was again denied by O n e  o f  the C o u n c il; and 
that the D em and was enforced by a M ilita ry  F o r c e }

Read, I he fo llo w in g  E xtradls from  Bengal Secret C o n fu ltatio n  o f  the a 6 th  o f  A u g u ft
17 7 9 , beginning P age 286 o f  the fame B ook.

“  Fort William, 26th Auguft 1 779.
‘ ‘ A t  a Council 1 Prefent,

The Honourable Warren Haftings, Governor General, Prcfidentj 
Richard Barwell,
Philip Francis, Efquircs.
Edward Wheler, ,
Eieutenant Genera Sir Eyre Cootc, K. B.

Read and .approved the Proceedings o f the i6th Inftant*
“  Read the following Letters from M r, Thomas Graham,

« Honourable Sir and Sirs,
“  Immediately on the Receipt o f  your Honourable Board’s Letter o f  the tgth ultimo, di- 

refting me to demand of Rajah Cheyt Sing Payment o f the Sum o f Five Lacks o f  Muchlidar 
Rupees, as his annual Proportion o f  the Burthen o f the prefent W ar with France, I waited 
upon him, and at the fame time that I communicatcd the Orders o f  your Honourable Board to 
myfelf, I delivered to him the Honourable the Governor General’s Letter to him in Confirmation 
thereof. H e then gave me for Anfwer, that he had not the Ability to difcharge the Demand. 
A s  this was fimilar to the Anfwer he gave me when I demanded Payment o f his Subfidy for the 
lad Year, I did not confider it as a definitive one, and therefore continued in renewing my 
Demand every Second Day  ̂ finding, however, that he holds to the Terms o f  his Hrft Reply, 
and feeing no Probability o f a Ibeedy Chan^ in his Sentiments, I am unavoidably reduced to the 
Neceflity o f applying for yoUr Honourable Board’s further Inftrudtions on this Head. Until they 
arrive, I lhall follow the Orders already fent me, by repeating my Requeft for Payment every 
Sccond or Third Day.

( 88 )

« Benares, 
the j 6th Auguft 1779.

I have the Honour to be, & c.
(Signed) Tho* Grahftm* Refidenc.’t
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•  « Raj ah Cheyt Sing in Account o f  Rcvtnuc with the Honourable Company.

A*’ ” .AttgUR 4<h To Account Revenue *779- By Amount Revenue
due this Day from received from the
the Rajah, being the Rajah, being in full 

of bii lil Kill, as. Amount of his ift
KiA CalciiCta Sicca follows:
Rmeesi
185,145 6 16 I.

Auguft
i

Received this Day - 4.0,000
i»9 8 *4 3 * 4 12 D̂  D̂  - 45,000

z' *3 D» D» - 15,000
»4 D* - 21,500

76,93**5 D" D» - * la

Suhdani Oouriluy k<ii)n «. 1,98431 4 11 Stmdird OourOiay Rupwt, U98i43» 4 la

Benares, the 15th Auguft 1779. 

Errors excepted.

T H O M A S  G R A H A M , Refidcm/

^  C“  R<ad a  Letter Irom Rajah CW yt Sing as follows;

“  From Rajah Cheyt Sing, rcccived 27th Auguft 1779.

“  I have been honoured with your Letter, calling on me for the Payment o f Five Laclcs o f R̂ jah Cheyi 
Rupees, on Account o f the Expence o f the War for the prcfcnt Year, and underftand iu 
Contents.

"  M y Situation is w dl known to you, and I affurc you, without Referve, that I have no 
Ability left, nor is there any Mode o f Relief for me but in tlw Exertion o f your Favour. I an\ 
folly conirinced, that it is your Defirc, who are my Matter, to fupport me your Servant ■, and laft 
Year, you direfted Sheik A lly  Ncecky, that I fliould by any Means, by difpofmg of my Effcds, 
or by borrowing, make this one Payment, and I (hoold not be called on in future, and that you 
would tak« every Means for my Advantage and Support.

** I atcpnUngly f»it ^  Pra^ice every Method in my Power, and by Loans made good the Re> 
quifition. It i t  now ilibfolu^ out o f my jPower to raife the Sum required, and I am therefore 
hopeful that ^ou will be kindly plcafed to excufe me; the Five Lacks now denianded, and that 
nothing may be demanded o f me beyond the Amoijnt exprc/Ted in the Pottah, which, through 
your Favour, I obtained from the Honourable Englifh Company.

“  This Raje and Zemindary, and my Dignity, are the Gifts o f yoitr Highnefj. I have judged 
it neccffary to reprefent to you my Inability and helplejs State.”

•* Governor General.— I move that the Commander ijv Chief be d«fired to iffuc an Order for the 
March o f Tw o Battalions o f Sepoys from the neareft Station o f the Army, excepting the firffc 
and tfcpporai^ Briga|«;s, to Bthares, on tlie, Rcouifition o f Mr. Graham, ai>d there to remain for 
tl^  l u ^  T ^ t  the whole Expence o f this Detachmenr, from the Day o f
iii Mirch* be exaded front the Rajah Of iJenares; That this Refolutiotn be communicated to him 
by the Governor Gisiijera!̂  ̂ to inform the Rajah o f it, repeatinjg
his for the Ŝ  ̂ cafe o f his Refufal, or Non-jtompli^nce with his
Dematirij, to give immediate Notice to the Officer in Command o f the Detachment, that he may

^  £vre Coote,~>AgrQU to the Motion.
WjfiekMr^I asm tigatitft it.

,, Detna;nd'beyond his {lipulated Tribute.
I  rahnot cotlc^  in' prqpoltsd. I  firmly believe it to be onnccefTary* even for
its awwed tun v m  much afraid; that it will be attended'vnth Confcquences
Kubous to the Rajah  ̂jafld to his Goontry. That Country is now one o f the richeft Jewels we 

The ffifeat ReiiiN ^ mild
«i»4 '^«iltable Natute may extort more for a  Momrnt* but

^f^jr vwll
•* Mr. BarwclU^lf refts with ^  Rajah himielif to dtfchaiw his Q^Ota of the Expence of the 

War volumat%, or to btf coropdled to ic. I to^^
** QomiK)F GeiM»r ;̂*«-#6fiar m ivot a Jewel m our m le0ion, i f  we leave the Rajah an Option 

10 obc^ iCKr difobey the Orders o f  bû  Cujpe^ Goyet^titent« and to maintain himfcU in the Inde-
•  tritHKary from this Order, the Term s o f the

jjHtc It m hit f o im ’ t» piWent even the Execution o f  the Order t and dnore I iball

Z  “  Agreed



"  Agreed to the Governor General’s Motion, and Refolvcd, That the Commander in Chief be 
requeiled to give Orders to M gor Carnac, or the OfBccr in Command of hia Detachment, fos the 
March of Tw o Battalions o f Sepoys to Benares, on the Requifition o f  Mr. Thomas Graham, 
the Rdidcnt there, and to retnain at that Place for further Orders.

“  Refolvcd, Thar the following Letter be written to Mr, Graham.

“  Sir,
“  W c have received your Letter of the i6ch inftatit, acquainting iw that Rajah Cheit Sing 

had declined to p^y tiie Five Lack* o f Rupees, which we required o f him, as his Proportion o l 
the Expcnces of the War for the corrcnt Year, ,

“  Having judged it necefliiry to make this Claim, whkh was fuggefted to us by the Exigency 
of the Cafe, wtc cannot admit o f any Plea which the Rajah may urge to exemp| him from ic 
Orders have, therefore, been fent to Major Carnac, or the Officer in Command o f his Detach­
ment, to march to Benares immediately, on your Requifttion, with Tw o Battalions o f  Sepoys, 
and to wait our further Orders at that Pl^ce. W e have thought this Step neccirary, for the 
Purpofe o f compelling the Rajah to pay che Quota required of him in cafe of Neceflity, and wc 
diredt that you repeat your Demand, and infill on his Compliance. If the Rajah fhoulcl Hill con­
tinue to objed: to your Claim, and refufe Payment, you are to require the Officer in Command 
o f the Detachment, to march immediately, in Conformity to our Orders, and advifc us o f your 
Proceedings.

W e hope, however, that you vvill not be reduced to proceed to this Extreme, as it would 
oblige us to increafe our Demands on the Rajah, by exadting from him the whole Expcncc o f 
the Detachment from the Day o f its March^ in Addition to our original Claim.

« W c are, &c.
« Fort William, Warren Haflings.

the 26th Augoft J779. 1*. Francis.
Edw* WhelcJ.” ] 4 :^

T h e  M anagers for the C om m ons obferved, that there appeared to  be a M ifiak e  in  
tjbis D ay  ou  w m ch the L etter from  the R ajah C h i^ t S ing is Itated to be received, n a m d y 
the 27th A u g . 17 7 9 , the D ate  o f  the C on fu ltation  in w h ich  it is entered being a6th  
A u g . 17 7 9  }— that poflibly it  ou gh t to  be 17th  A u g . 1779 .

T h ? n  they acquainted the H oufe, th at they hadpropofed in 'th e next P iacc to fhew  the 
D ates o f  the different Paym ents o f  the laft-m entioned Dem and o f  F ive  L acks o f  Rupees 
by  the R ajah  C h ey t S ing j but underftanding the Accounts were n o t at H and, they 
w ould  proceed to fhew  the A ck n o w k d g em en t o f  the C ou n cil that they had received 
thi5 Sum .

lPhe W itn efs  produlc«d B ook z f ,  intituled, “  Bengal L etters rcc«ved from  i f t  F eb. 
17 7 9  to  3d M arch  1780 .”

Read* the 4 1 ft  and ^ad Paragraphs o f  a Seopet G e n o rd  L etter from  the G overnor 
G en eral and C o u n cil in  B engal, to  the C o u rt o f  D ire fto rs, dated F o rt  W illia m , 14-th 
January 1780 , and received on  the 28th o f  Ju ly  17804 beginning Page 9 5  o f  t ^  ^ d  

B ook.

“  Triplicate, Secret General Letter, dated i+ffa January, F o rt ‘W îlliam, 1780.

» ‘V T o  tW  Gfltort o f  Direi^ors.
9tbjuiy. M I. thought it necflQury and <W l|i^nttbdemRQd« further Contribution o f Five Lacks 

o f Rupees from Rajah Gheyt Sing, ftw hi« Part o f  the Expcnces o f the W ar for the current 
Year, oeing the fame Sum as he paid towards that End for itw k ft Year,

•wh Aug. u  The Rajah ftrongly pleaded his Inability to comply with this JDemamd, and even fufTered us 
21th oS/ i»; jfeiid T w o BatttUoM of to Benares, to enfor«e the Paytnent, bct»r« he
»ft Nor, #t>ttl4  gratif » 1  at teivgtb, hwwvcr,- with laoch Bifficulty, the Aonount wa* received firain bim, 
lithWov. ji^ c a  <0 •  Penally 40^01^ Rupee#, for the E xp ajji^  o f  the Two|Mitali<»is w aii 

"rival^iw^etwnes.• ''■'■'''/.''."■'■''■''w ■ ■
Sic in Orig. m*kc fet« 6hi« ihoft upon the C ondoa o f

it the Apprchenltaii <ai eftabliflung a. P w d e a t  for
nual larti jftifsv>lated Revenue, or |«»m * Senfc o f lnd«!padeac^
and Return $i>r t ie  «hich Iw hat % i i  a d y b w « |% |^  Com*
pany’a Proteiftion.

, WwnMi tsiw ow *
■ ^'rancfa.';

Edw* W hder,”
Then

( 9f> )



T h e n  th e  W itn efs  |>ro(iuced Book 24, m tituled, “  N o . 4 , PcrTian P ublic C orrc- 
^ iK fe n p e , Letters received from  the i f t  January to  the 3 1ft D ecem ber 1 7 7 9 .”

Head, T w o  Letters, one from  the Rajah C h itc  Sing to M r. G rah am , received on 
20th Septem ber 1779  j tlie other, from  the R ajah  to  the G overnor G eneral, inclofcd 
in  the foiiegoing.

From Rajah Chite Sing to Mr. Gfaham, 20th September 70.
« I received your Ixtter about the Five Lacks o f  Rupees, and iinderftand the Contents. I 

have before made known to you my diftreffcd Situation that 1 have not Power to comply, and I 
haw  alto font an Arztc in Anlwerto the Letter from the Prefence which you delivered to me. I 
have no Power w  comply; 1 difcharge the Revenue according to the Pottah granted by the 
Sirkaf. I am hojxsful that this Order muy be revoked, for which Purpofe I have alfo written 
an Arzie to the Prefcnce, and requeft that you will oblige me by difpatching it without Delay.”

** Enclc^Kc in the foregoing.

« From Rajah CInte Sing to the Governor General.
“  Every Tw o or Three Days am I called upon to pay Five Lack* of Rupees. Your gracious 

Letter, ©B this Subjf^i honoured me by iti Arrival. I have difpatched an Arzie in Anfwer, 
which will have been prcfented to you. In Obedience to your Order, I  lafl Year, by every 
Means, and borrowing from all Qiiartcrg, raifed the Sum, and at that Tim e you promifed that it 
(hould not happen 9gain. I have it not in xny Power at prefent. You have before honoured me 
with the Title o f Son, and regarding nut u  your Son you have protefled me. I am therefore 
hopeful that I may be excufcd from this RequiGtioo.”

T h e  M anagers for the Com m ons being afked, W h a t was the D ate o f  the L etter 
from  the R»jah C h ey t S ing to th e G overnor G eneral, acquainted the H ou fe, T h a t  the 
Perfian Letters have no D ate.

T h e  M anagers fo r  the C om m ons ftated, they w ould  next proceed to read the 
A nfw ers to  the foregoing Letters.

T h e  W itnefs produced Book 23, intituled, Secret D epartm ent, Perfian C o rrc- 
fpondence, Letters w ritten from  the 1 ft Jan tu ry  to  the 3 1ft  Decem ber 1 7 7 9 ,”

R ead, a L etter from  the G overnor G eneral to R ajah C h ite  Sing, dated Septem ber 
25, 17 7 9 , beginning at P age 42, o f  the faid B ook.

“ T o Rajah Chitc Sing.
“  Written a5th September 17791.

« I have rcceivrd your Letter, from the Contents o f which, as well as, from the Letters o f Mr.
Graham, and the Copy of a Letter which you wrote to that Gentleman, and which he tranfmitttd 
for my Infpe^tion, it appears but too clearly, that intlcad of a chearful Compliance with the 
Kequiruion of this Government, in the immediate Payment of the Sum of Five Lacks o f  Rupees 
as your Share of the Expence o f the W ar for the prefent Year, a Requifition whicji the great 
Borden o f Expence under which the Company labour tor the Dcfcnce o f the Country rendera , 
ncccfTary, and to which you, as a Subjed of theirs, are bound to contribute, have thought proper, 
under the Plearof Inability, which is well known to be futile, to endeavour to amufe the Refidenc 
with vagtie and diftant Promifcs, meaning probably to protrad, if not entirely evade, Payment of 
the Sum required of you. In a Letter which 1 lately wrote you, I informed you, in cxpreft 
Terms, that this Government neither could or would recede fronn fo reafonable a Demand, and 
added, that in cafe o f no Compliance on your Parr, Mr. Graham was autiiorized to fymmon a 
Detachtnent o f our Forces to enforce our Orders if it {hould be found necclTary. This, I hoped,

opened * £|ret, atKl induced you to relinqutQi a Conduct: which muft, if  puriued, osiciaOrig, 
bring the greareeft 0 ifadvaHtagea on y o u ) but fince even this Intimation of our Determination has 
proved iniflefltoaU I now thimc it ncceffiiry to inform you, that we have defircd the Commander 
in Chi^f to difpatch M*j<» Caroac wUh thctDttachment under his Command to Benares, there 
to wail our further Orders i he will aceordinglv begin his March immediately, unkft the Refident, 
in the inean Tim e, from the i i^ a t  Keceitoĉ ŵ̂  Subtidy, lhall inform him that it is unhecefTaty 
^  jiti^ |o  proceed further 01^ jim  will pkafed to obferve, that (houid you fisrce us to a Mea* 
fuic fo i^Q^ary to 01̂  ̂ the from the Time of ita

wiU b e f r o m ^

Notice b«ng taken by the. Hottfe. that the Aiifwer juft read from the Governor 
^  Letter of the referred to a Letter from Mr. Crahani,

the R e ^ ttt  at Benares, laid Letter of the Rajah to the Governor
peneral 1 $nd the Ho^fe bang d[elir6it8 to know what was the Date of Mr. Graham’s 
Lette£ io  je t te d  to« the  ̂ acquainted the Houfe* that

6  they

{ 9« )



they had not M r. G raham ’s L etter at H and, and hoped the H ou fc w ould n ot be fu r- 
prifcd, if, in fo volum inous a Corrcfpondencc, they were n ot im m ediately prepared 

w ith  every T h in g  required.

T h e n  the M anagers for the Com m ons were proceeding to thew  the D em and made 
upon the Rajah in the Y ear 1780 ; when they were alked by the H oufe, i f  they were 
prepared to give an A ccou n t o f  the Dates o f  P aym en t b y  the R ajah  in each Y e a r , o f  
the Sum demanded, as they had propofed.

T iic  M anagers for the C om m ons made A n fw er, T h a t  the L etter from  the XJovcrnor 
General to the C ou rt o f  Diredtors, dated 14th  January 1780, adm itted the P ay­
ment o f  the F ive Lacks, and o f  tiie additional Sum  o f  20,000 R upees, charged 
upon the R ajah for the Expence incurred by the M arch  o f  the M ilitary  Force 

againft him .

T o  prove, that the Dem and o f  Five L acks o f  Rupees w as again repeated in the Y ear
1780 , the W itnefs produced Book 26, intituled, “  Bengal Secret C o u n cil from  a9th  
February to 24th Ju ly  1780.”

Read, the fo llow in g E x tra ft  from  Bengal Secret Confultation o f  the gad June
1780, beginning Page 503, o f  the faid Book.

“  Fort William, the 23d June 1780,
Serrft Drp. “  * Council ; Prtfcnt,
Tburfday. The Honourable Warren Haftings, Governor General j

Philip Francis, \  rj<-„■
Edward W h d e r,J

Lieutenant General Sir Eyre Coote abfent on a Vifit to the different Stations o f the Army.

r.ovcrn«r “  Govcmot General.— The Period of Tw o Years, for each of which the Rajah of Benares, at 
Giutrai. the Rccuifjtion o f thc Board, has contributed the Sum ot Five Lacks o f  Muehlidar Rupees, 

as' his P/oportion of thc Burden o f the W ar with Fraflce, being nearly expirtd, aftd that War 
ftill continuing, I move, that he be now called upon to contribute the like Sum, as hia Share of 
thc Expence o f it for thc Current Year.

”  A  gr«d to thc Governor General's Motion.

“  The following Letter is, in Confequepce, written to the Refideni i t  Benares.*’

ToiheRtff.- « T o  Mr. Francis Fowkc.
dent at  Be* c( c ;  -

O  I t  y

“  Thc Period o f Tw o Years, for each o f which Riyah Cheyt Siftg has eontributed thc Sum o f 
Fi/e Lacks of MgchlKiar Rupee* aa his Proportion d f the BUrtfen o f the W ar with France 
being nearly expired, and the W at ftiir .condnuing, we it neceiffary to maintain the fame 
Force, and to require that the Rigah IhaU be at his Shaw; o f  the Expence j we ther<fot« direft, 
that you Demand from hitn Pitynieat o f tlie abovi?; Suaii at his Proportion of the Charge for the 
t:ucfent Yotr, and remit the Amount o f  it to us.

“  Fort WiUiam, « W e are, & c .”
32d June 1780.

T h e  JNtoiagers! for  th* any O b je^ io n  was iflade by
juiy o f  the C ou n cil lat tise abov<? ConjU lt»don t?f the June j/ B o , to the R enew al o f  
th c  Detnaiid o f  F iv e  o f  aofwered.
N o n e , th a t  they tp a ld  i n d .  '

intituled, “  Bengal Secret C o n fu ltatio m

th e M anagers fo r  tlie C om m ons inform ed the H oufe, T h a t  tl;̂  ̂
ab produce was tp prove tw o  f  he one, 911

of'.R upees,, rem itted '.;;tD th «,C oun< M  
O rder o f  the

iide^t, to  fend it to  Coldttttl*€ama<f, w h o , the
M anagers for liie  ComfltjoiM i ^ ^  itt A n fw er^ o p d t to  th e o i by  tlie H oufe,
was at that l i m e  d th er i ll ihe  ̂P  o f  M a lw a , or ro ip g  tim it.; v  .

Read, ExtEaa# fnsm Bengal Sccrct ConfoltflSo^J <tf. the 7 *  September

( 92 )
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“  Fort William the 7th September 1780.
“  A t  a C ouncil; Prcfcnt,

The Honourable Warren Haftings Governor General, Prefident ■, S tc re tC uaC
Edward Whcler Efquire, 

and
Lieutenant General Sir Eyre Coote, K. B.
Mr. Francis indifpoi'ed.

Read the following Letter from the Refident at Benares,

“  Honourable Sir and Sirs,
** In obedience to your Orders o f the aad ultimo, I have demanded of Rajah Cheyt Sing the 

Sum o f Five Lacks of Muchlidar Rupees, as his Proportion of the Burden of the prefent War 
with France.* The Rajah has defired me to inform you of his intirc SubmifTloii to Commands.
H e has promifed to pay One L ack of this Amount within a few Days, I immediately ad- 
vife your Honourable Board of the Rcccipt of it j and fhall remit it upon the moll advaiMat;eous 
Terms, I can obtain. I lhall likewife urge the Rajah, in the itiongell Manner pofl’ibk, to uIl- the 
utmoft Expedition' in the Difeharge of the remaining Part.

“  I have herewith the Honour to indole you 14 Bills o f Exchange, for the Sum of Calcutta 
Sicca Rupees, 1 ,6 1 ,8 1 9 :4 : 13: i ,  drawn in Favour o f the Honourable Company, as per ac­
companying Invoice, being the Balance on Account o f Rajah Chcite Sing’s Kift, due the 4th In- 
ftant, after Dedudion of the Nabob Saadut Ally Cawn's Monthly Allowance o f Standard Gour- 
fhay Rupees 25,000.

“  1 have the’Honour to be, with the greateft Refpeft, & c.
“  Benares, (Signed) F. Fowke,

“  21 July 178c. Refident at Benares.**

“  [Read another Letter, as follows, from the Refident at Benares.

“  Honourable Sir and Sirs,
“  The Raja having completed the Payment of his Tribute for the laft Year, I do myfelf the 

Honour to tranfmit, for your Infpedlion, an annual Account Current of the fame ; and likewife a 
Kiftbundy o f the Payments to be made by the Rajah on Account of his Tribute for the enluing 
Year.

“  I have received the Honour of your Commands o f the 13th Ultimo, refpeding t!ie Payment 
o f  the Nabob Saudet A lly ’s Stipend, and have accordingly dcdudted from the lau Month’s A l­
lowance, tfie Difference of Batra on the Sums I have ifiued, amounting to B' S’ K ’ 13,519 : 13, at 
the Rate o f 7 4’ per Cent. I have alfo received from the Rajali One Lack of Rupees in Part 
Payment of his Subfidy ; and I have the Honour to enciofe Five Bills of Exchange lor the Amount 
o f thefe T w o Sums, drawn as per accompanying Invoice.

“  I have urged the Rajah very ttrongly to complete the Payment of his Subfidy, with all pof- 
fible Expedition i but I find he is determined to make no further* Payment, till he receives an 
Anfwer to hrs Arzee, tranfmitted in my Letter of the 5th Inltant, to the Honourable the Gover­
nor General.

“  I have the Honour to be with the greateft Refped, & c.
** Benares, (Signed) F. Fowke.
loth Auguft 1780. Refident at Benares."

The Secretary informs the Board, that the Accounts incbfed in the above Letter had been 
fent to the Accountant General, and the Bills to the Sub Treafurcr.

“  The Governor General lays before the Board the following Letter to him from the Rajah of 
Benares, referred to in the Letter from the Refident above recorded.

“  Arzec from Rajah Cheit Sing.
“  Received the 21ft Augufl: 1780.

“  I have been honoured by your Orders diredUng me to pay Five Lacks of Sicca Mahyiiar R u­
pees to Mr. Fowlcc for the War, which ftill continues. And although my dillreflVd Situation 
muft l)e known to you from other Quarters, notwithftanding I have been afraid to reprelent it to 
you myfelf, that I have fold my Houfe, and borrowed Sums of Money, from which I am not yet 
rekafed, yet in obedience to your Orders, I have paid One Lack o f Rupees out of the Five 
Lacks, to Mr. Fowke, and lhall pay the other Four in Three Months. I requeft you will (irnd Di- 
reflions to that Gentleman to aitow me that Time, and it Hiall be pundually paid at the End o f 
that Time, and it (hall be puo&ually paid at the End of that Term. You yourfdf muft be con­
vinced, that I have no Abi ities or Rcfources left.”

“.'Ordered, That Mr. Fowke do inform the Rajah, that the Board are much dirpleafcd with 
thefe jffefted Delays, knowing hb Ability to make immediate Payment o f the Subfidy i and that 
he peremptorily require him to difcharge it.

Ordered, That Mr. Fowke be dcltred to remit the Sum, when received, by ShrofEi, if pof- 
iib k , or by any fafe Mode o f Remittance, to Major Cam ic, fortheExpcni.es the JUetachmcnt
under his Command^ and that Major Camac be advi&d accordingly.*'

A  a “  Th*
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T o  M r. 
fo w k c .

“  The following Letter is accordingly written to Mr. Francis Fowke.
“  Sir,

“  W«- have n-ceiv('d yovir fcveral Letters, under Date the 21ft July, 18th and zoth Auguft, with 
the Bills and Accounts cnclofcd.

“  Wt- havf aifo liad Ixfore us the Rajah’s Letter to the Governor General, to which you allude 
in your Addrels of the -oth ultimo.

“  VVe dtrlirc you vi/iil intorm the Rajah o f Benares, that knowing his Ability to make quick Pay­
ment of the whole Amount of the Subfuiy, wc are much dirpleafcd with the groundlefs Frctences 
which he ur cs (or delaying i t ; and wc dircfl; that, on Receipt of this Letter you peremptorily 
dernancl Ins imniediatc Difcharge of the Sum due from him on this Account; which, when you 
havf re( civcd ir, we defire you will remit, cither by ShrofT’s Bills, if  poffible, or by any other

• Sic. inOrig. fi,fc Mode, to Major Carnac •, the Expences of the Troops under his Command.
» W c are, & c.”

“  Agreed, That wc write as follows to Major Camac.

T o  M ajor 
Cam.ic.

“  Sir,
“  The Rajah of Benares being indebted to the Company in the Sum of Four Lacks o f Muchlidar 

Rupees, wc have fent Orders to our Refident at that Placc, to demand immediate Payment of it, 
and to remit the Amount, when rcccivfct, ro you, by ShroiPs Dills, if  pofTible, or by any other 
fafe Moik", for the Purpole o f defrayin''; the Ex})ences of the Troops under your Command.

“  W f defire ihi ri li-rc that on Reccijit of the Krmittanccs ni.ule you by the Rcfide/it at Benares, 
you will appropri:itf them to their Service for which they are intended.

“  l lavinj; thoughr proiier to add the Corps of Foreign Rangers now ar Cawnpore to the De­
tachment under your Command, the Commander in Chief has been requcftcd to iflue the n«ceiTary 
Orders for carrying this Refolution into Effect.

“  Fort William, 7th .Sept. 1780. W e arc, & c.” ]

T h e  M anagers fol’ the C om m ons rcqucfled the I lo u fe  to  obfervc, that the O rder 
to  rem it the M oney to M ajo r C am ac w as on the 7th o f  Septem ber 17^0 j and ftated, 
in  anfWer to a (^ leftion  from  the H oufe, that the N otice  to  M a jo r C am ac w as on the 
fam e day.

T h e n  the W itn cfs  was (iire<^ed to produce Hook 28, Intituled “  Bengal C ou n cil 
from  i i t h  Septem ber to  13th  N ovem ber i 7 ' '0 .”

R ead , the fo llo w in g  E xtracts  fio m  Bengal Secrct C on fu ltation  o f  the 9th 0 «5tobcr 

178 0 .
“  Fort William, the 9th October 1780.

“  A t a Council 5 Prcfent,
The Honowrable Warren Haftings, Efq. Governor General, Prcfidcnt.

I'htlip I rancis, \  tto,.,:..*,,
Edward Whrler, J ^

Lieutenant Genet^al Sir Eyre Cootc indifpofed.

“  Extradl: o f  a Letter from F , Fowke, Refident at Benares, to the Governor General and
Council.

“  I have rect ived the Hi>nor o f your Letter o f the 7th inftant, and have fignified your Com­
mands to the R.jah. H e has promifcd to difcharge the Balance of his Subfidy, being Rupees
2,53,000, in the Courfe of a few Days. I am treating with the Shroffs for a Remittance to 
Major Camac, and imagine 1 fhall be able to effed it by Bills from them for the whole Amount.

I have the Honor to be, & c.
Benares, 27th September 1780. (Signed; F, Fowke,

Refident, Benares.”

Read, from the fame Book, Extxaft of Secret Confultations of the 26th of Odlober 
1780, as follows:

Fort William, the 26thOctober 1780.
A t a Council i Prefent,

The Honourable Warren Haftings, Governor General, Pjpifidcnt.
Philip Francis, \  p r . , ,; . . .
Edward W h eler,/  ^fqujres.

Sir Eyre Coote abfent on Scrvice.
[ "  The following Letter from the Refident at Benares, and one receiwsd from tl«t Military 

Storekeeper, having been circulated, they were returned with the faUowing Minute.} ^

“  Honourable Sir and Sirs,
Military Store- ** I  bcg iLtave to fequeft an Order f o r  the Commercial Department f o r  Twenty Bales o f green 

Purpet, tot lining o f Field 0 % e r*  and jC«{>t%im Marquis, upoa nqr paying the vjfual Ady«nce on
the

Rcriclent at 
B enarei.

keeper.



RcOiK'til it

the Europe Invoice. This will enable me to compleat the Camp Equipage ordered by tlic Com- 
mander in Chief for immediate Servicc.

“  I have the Honor to be, & c.
“  Fort'W illiam, i6thO ftober, 1780. (isigncd) (Jco. Livius,

Military Stortkccpcr.”

[ “  Honourable Sir and Sirs,
« I think it incumbent upon me to inform you that the Rnjali, notwiihfljnJing his foicinn Af- 

furances, has hitherto paid no Part of the Balance o f his Subfuiy Ipecilied in my Achirelii of tiic 
a7th ultimo. He has refumed his Plea of Inability, and I can form no Oplnloa hov/ long he may 
think proper to protraft the Payment.

“  I remain, &c.
“  Benares, .the 5th Odbober 1780. F. Fowkc,

Kclidt iu at Ik-nares.”
“  In Circulation,

“  A  Letter from the Refident at Benares j alfo a Letter froni the Military Storckecprr,
“  Council Chamber, (Signed) K. Hay,

19th Odtober 1780. A d in g Secretary, G. G.

Governor General.— Such an Inftance o f Contempt fhewn by the Rajah o f Benares to the \u- Mimitison 
thority of this Government, at a Time in which his Fidelity and Gratitude for the many Obligatiuns

O A

which he owes to it, ought to have preniempted him to make a voluntary Tender of that Aid which ^

he now rcfui'es, alter repeated Promiies to grant it, merits fome M ark at lealt of tlie P.elentnu nt '•'''.'i- 
o f the Board : For that Reafon, I luuft recommend, dim M r. Fow ke be d iic d i  t! to drnv nd in- 
ftant Payment o f  the Balance due ul' his Sublidy; and if iie lhall not have paid it at rlie 'l ime of 
the Receipt o f  this Letter, to exaCt from him in the Name o f  ihc Board ihe turihcr Su.n ol'
L ack of Rupees, as a 1‘ ine for his pad Difobedience. 'i'iiat to f ntorce thi, Onl. r, I'.i ii-;.iilier G e­
neral Stibbcrt be diiecled to iH'ue Orders to the Commandin;’  OHkcr of the liau ilions of the nearell 
Stations to Benares to marrh immediately to that Place, and to wair I'uch Oulcrs as may be here­
after tranfmitted to them. In the mean time, the Boaid may be infTmed of the Reception given 
by the Rajah to che prelcnt Order •, and it is hoped that it may be fuch as lhall render it unnecelfary 
to proceed to Extremities againft him.

“  (Signed) W. H .
“  I acquiefce, though I hope the Threat will be fufficient.

“  (Signed) P. F.
t;- w . j  ^

“  Agreed, that the following Letter be written to the Refident at Benares.
“  Sir,

“  W e have received your Letter of the 5th inftant, informing us that,thc Rajah, notwithftand- 
ing his Tolemn AlTuranccs, has hitherto paid no Part of the Balance of his Subfuiy, fpecified in 
your Addrefs o f the 27th ultimo : That he had refumed his Pica of Inability, and that you could 
form no Opinion how long he might think proper to protraft the Payment. This Conduct of the 
Rajah feems to us without Excufc. W e direft therefore, that you demand inftant Payment of the 
Balance due o f his Subildy j and if he (hall not have dilt:harged it at the Time of your Receipt 
o f  this Letter, that you exaft from him, in the Name o f the Board, the further Sun\ o f One 
L ack  o f Rupees, a.s a Fine for his paft Difobedience. T o  enforce the Compliance due to our 
Authority, and to the Payment o f the Sums required o f him, we have given Orders that the Bat­
talions, at the Stations neareft to Benares, ihould march immediately to that Place, and wait for 
fuch Directions as may hereafter be tranfmitted to the Officer commanding there,

« Fort William, igth Oftobcr 1780. W e are, & c,
(Signed) Governor General and Council,”

“  Agreed thatthe following Letter be written to Brigadier General Stibbert.
“  Sir,

“  Having had late Occa/ion to be much diflTatisBed with the Conduft o f the Rajah o f Benares Tn G, nn ,ii 
towards this Government, in withholding the Payment of the Amount due from him as his Sub- 
fidy, we think it neceffary to dimSt, and dodircft you to iflfue Orders to the Commanding Officers 
o f  the Battalions, at the Stations neareft to Benares, to march immediately to that Place, and wait 
fuch further Orders as may hereafter be tranfmitted to them.

« Fort William, 19th Oftobcr *780. W e are, 8rc.
“  (Signed) Governor General and Council.’'

T h e  M an agers fo r  the C om m on s obferved they had alreadjr fhew n, by M r. F o w k e  s 
L etter, dated roth  A u g u ft  1780 , recorded in the C on fu ltation  o f  7th  o f  tep tem bcr 
1 7 S 0 , (fupra P. 9 1 .)  that O n e L a c k  o f  the Subfidy was a ftu a lly  remitted to C alcu tta  > 
and, by M s L etter w itfd  2 7th  Septem ber 1780 , in  the C on fu ltation  o f  the 9th Oitobei*
J780, (iiipra P. 9 4 .)  lliat the Balance was at that T iin e  reducctl to 2,53,000 Rupees,

Rem ainder
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r«b. Prp*. 
Thurltl.»y.

T^rH drnt .it
Hfii.nt s. 
H.iti'd iSth 
O C U )l> ci.

•  Sc** A rticle 
i l l .  I'agc 5.

R em ainder o f  the 5,00,000 Rupees origin ally  dem anded; from  w hence It was apparent 
th at 1,37,0 0 0  Rupees m u fth av e  been paid to  the Refident in  the Interim , w hich it alfo 
appeared, by the laft m entioned L etter, M r. F o w k e  propofed rem itting to M ^ o r Cam ac j 
Ixit the M anngcrs inform ed the H oufe, they fliould im m ediately proceed to  prove b y  
another Letter from  M r. F o w k e , dated O ito b e r  18 , 1780, that not O n e F arth in g  o f  this
1,3 7,0 0 0  Rupees had been actually  remitted.

P'or this Purpofe the fo llo w in g  E x tra it  from  B engal Secrct C on fu ltation  o f  the 2d 
N ovem ber 1780 , w as read from  the fame Book.

“  Fort William, 2d November 1780..
“  A t a Council; Prcfcnt,

The Honourable Warren Haftings Governor General, Prtfidcnt,
Philip Francis, t?r 
Edward W ilder, r 

Lieutenant General Sir EyrcCoote, K. B. abi'ent on Service.

“  The Proceedings o f the 30th Ultimo read and approved.
“  The following I.,etter from the Refident at Benares having been received fince the laft Meet­

ing, Orders were ifTued immediately for countermanding the March of the Troops ordered to 
Iknarcs.

“  rIi'MOuraliie Sir .ind Sirs,
“  J Ik' Rajali lias this Day given me Bills o f Exchange on Gohud, in favour o f Major Camac, 

for thr f]al:int(' wiiith leinained due on Account o f his Subfidy, being Benares Sicca Rupees 2,50,000.
“  1 lhall make a further Remittance to Major Camac, in a few Days, of the whole Amount, 

wliich I have received from the Rajah in ready Money on this Account.
“  I have the Honour to be, &c.

“  Benares, 18th Oftober 1780. (Signed) F. Fowke, Refident
at Benares."

T h e  M anagers for the C om m ons ftated. T h a t  the D em an d  o f  the F iv e  L acks o f  
R upees in 17H0, was dcfcribed in the A rtic le  to  be m ade under particular C ircum ftances, 
nam ely, that M r. H alvings had jufl- before received tiie Sum  o f  T w o  L acks from  Suda- 
nund, the I'renfurcr o f  the Rajah *. T h e y  (hould next procccd therefore to prove the 
R eceipt o f  thole T w o  L acks by the D efendant, w ith ou t ftatin g  vvlicthcr it w as crim inal 
or n o t;  for w hich Purpofe they defired, that P art o f  the P ^ e r  delivered in at tlie T a b le  
on T u cfd a y , callcd “  M r. H aftin gs’ D efence at the B ar or the H ou fe o f  C o m m o n s,"  
m ight l)e read.

R ead, Esitra^l o f  A n fw er to  the Bth C h arge, beginning at P age 3 5 7  o f  the find P aper.

”  I teg  it may be obferved, that the Firft of tlicfe Prefents was rcccived in the Year 1780, at a 
Tim e when, as I have truly faid to the Dired^ors, “  the Exigencies o f the Government were my 
“  own, and fvery PrefTtire upon it refted with its full Weight upon my Mind: Wherever I could 
“  find allow,lule Means o f relieving them, I eagerly leized them.’ * It was in this Year, and at 
one o f  thefe diftrefsful Periods I allude to, that I formed the Plan for drawing Mhadajee Scindia 
from Guzzerat to the Defence o f his own Dominion.^, in Hopes o f laying the Foundation o f that 
Peacc with the Marattas, to which this Meafure did afterwards fo greatly contribute. This Plan 
Vras oppofed by Mr. Francis, then a Member o f the Council on the Plea, amongft others of little 
Importance, o f tlie additional Expence we ftiould mcur by its Adoption. About tliis Time Buxey 
Sadanund, the confidential Servant o (  Cheyt Sing, had been deputed to me in Calcutta by his 
Maftcr, to acknowledge his former 111 Condud, and to afiiire me o f his implicit Obedience and Sub- 
mi(T>on in future: H e was alfo entrulted by his Mailer, to endeavour to procure Remidion o f 
the Payment o f the Annual Sum of Five Lacks o f Rupees, which the Board had fixed as his 
Proportion o f the Expcnces o f the War.— i  peremptorily ref ufed his Rcqucrt, but aflured him, that 
on the Reftoration ot Peace, this additional Subfidy Ihould ceafe j and that this was all he mull 
exped.— Sadanund wrote to his Mader, and received a CommilTjon from him, to give me the 
ilrongeft Aflurances o f his future Obedience, and Subroiflion to the Orders o f Government v and 
he was further dire£led to requeft my Acceptance o f  Tw o Lacks (jf Rvipees as a Prcfcnt to 
tnylelf. M y Reply was, that I cordially received his Submiffion and Aflurances o f Obcdiencc, but 
that 1 mttft abfolutely reAife his Pttfent, which 1 did.

Having been difappointed in the Execution o f my Plan for attacking Scindia’s Dominions, 
which 1 deemed, and which oro v^  to be o f  the moft material Conf«iocii5B* imd being thwarted in 
jt by my Colleagues on the Plea o f  Expencf* which was the only tn«terial GbJie£tion made to it, I 
determined to accept o f  the Offer which 1 ^ fon : refuled j and on my Return from the Council tlie 
Day, I believe, that my Plan was rgetled, I lent to Sadanund, and told him 1 had rc-confidered his 
M aftcfs Offer, and wbtild accept t ^  T^D Lacks o f Rttpce#, which I dcfired him to pay to the 
Sub-treafurer, Mr, Croftesi meaningfib apply this Mone)' to defray tlte Expence o f the Expisdition

5 againft
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Jtgaioft Scindix^ •Odt6eitl>y kfpiflgM  obvhne the only Objeftlon which had been thadtf to thii Itii* 
porcane Uffl<ie(C»iiiing. Hiifortfuiately I did not fuccecd in obtaining the Confent o f Mr. Francii 
and M r. Wheieri and was therefore concerned ar having acccptcd this Sum from Sadantindi fmce 
the only Ufe to which 1 meant to appropriate it was fruftratcd > and I exprefled my Vexation to 
M r. Markham, my Srcretafjr, as he (who fortunately for me is now in England) can atteft. Upon 
mature Bjcf)e6tion, I determiiwd neither to infornrt the Council o f the Tranfaftlon, nor to return 
the Money to Sadamind, having once confented to accept k  v I therefore fuffrrtd it to remain in the 
Company’s Cafli, as a Depo(k for their Ufe, and by the next Dil'patch to Europe I informed the 
Court of Direftors of the Tranfadion, though I did not ftate lo them from whom I received 
the Money— a Negleft which I lliould have ftodioufly avoided, could 1 have forefeen the Confe- 
quences o f it. I thought at the Time that 1 did all that was neceflary, by declaring that it was mt 
my etPHt ^  I  tuitbr tw li nor would have received ity itet ftr  tbtir Ufe*

T h e  M anagers fo r  the C om m ons ftatcd, th at they Ihould next proceed to llicw  that 
M r. H aftings did, contrary to  the E ngagem ent fubfifH ng w ith  the Rajah C licy t Sing, 
m ake a  D em and upon him  o f  a N um ber o f  C a va liy  in the Y e a r  1780. 

T h e  W itnefs produced B ook 30, intituled, “  Bengal Sccret C onfultations, from  
lo th  A u g u ft to  23d N ovem ber 176 0 .”  

Read, E x tra fts  o f  a  C on fu ltation  held on the 2d N ovem ber 1780 , beginning at Page 
64.1 o f  the faid Book.

** Fort Wllfiam» the 2d November 1780,
** A t a Council % Prefent, Secret Defs.

The Honourable Warren Haftings, Governor General, Prefident. Thurftuy/
Phi1i>p'Francis, I •

Lieutemnt GetiCfal Sir Eyre Coote abfent on Service.
The Proceedings o f the goth ultimo read and approved.

« Read again the Letter from Brigadier General Stibbcrt, dated a8thOdober, and recorded oil 
du: laft Day’» Proceedings.

Agreed, that the Governor General be reqwefted to write to the Nabob Vizier, recommend* Fy«ooia c»wa 
iiig to him to require from Fyzoola Cawn the Quota o f  Troops ftipulated by Treaty to be fur- to furniOi w#
niOted by the latter for his Service, being 5000 Horfe, to be put under the immediate Command
o f  Lieotenant Colonel Muir, commanding at FiKtigur.

“  Agreed alfe, that the Governor General be rcquefted to write to the Raj »h o f Benares, re* R,ji,hofBc-
quiring him to ftjrnifll fuch Part o f his Cavalry, entertained in his Service, as he can fpare for the nare« to fup. 

^ rvice o f  this Government, and to inform wiwt Numbcra he can fupply j that a Letter be writ* { Ŝ][emw“for 
ten to M r, Framcis Fowke, directing him to make the fame RequifitiOH o f the Uaja, and at the the Service o f  

feme Time;, to obviate iuiy JealouJy which the Kaja may conceive that'tlus may be convened »o t**' 
a permane(K Impofition upon him, by alTurinft him, that the Board will require the Services of 
thefe Forces no longer than wiiilc the prelcnt W ar lafts, after which they will be leturncd.

Agreed, That the following Letter be vyritten to> the Refident at Benares.
“ Sir, H cfiik n tit

** Qjj Reccipt o f  the Intimation conwjred to us in your laft Letter o f the 18th ultimo, Orders ®enar«. 
were iffijed to countermand the March o f the Troop* which were appointed to proceed to Benares Vide Public 

in confcqucnce o f the Delays ufed by thc R aifah m the Pisynsent o f  his Subfidy. Aniwer.

*♦ Deeming it juft and proper that the Rajah fttould I x  deilred to afffbrd every Afliftance in bis 
Power to this Government, to whofe P^oce^iun and Supp<>rt be owes that he poBeiles, the
Govfm or General) hai been te({iiefted to wcice to him to fwRiQi fuch Pttrt o f the Cavaky enter­
tained in his Employ as he can J|>are for the Service o f the Company. But as fome Jealoufy and 
App^hejafieit may ilajah,’* Mind, that hi* "  Aid may be converted to a permanent •sicmorig,
liopiltiijiw it that Fbtrs ftould be Deviated, and dircft you
thcrefbire to ailuw him* the S«h«icet o f this Force no longer than during the
Continuance o f  the ptt^ret W a r , ^ w J t t  certainly be returned.

Fort William, ad N ov. ty So. W e are, &c.**

¥he 'Whether any Deliberation wad had
« ] ^  the or iwnjr of Cavalry, an»
fvrared, they <ud not believe there was Difpute, or tnat any Minutes paifikl upon the 
StiJbjed« And b (^ s alfo aflced, W h ^ l^  thit RtiTolution turned in any Manner upon

M of’ iilw Cai&ltaiibn
fo»m.:#eace;;the'Extfad h M t h a t ! ,  they did ,not"bK»r

' w v ; v  ■ , ■., ■
** Bmgal Le received from May

1760 to 5th ilora
-  B b  Read
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R ead, the 36th Paragra{)h o f  a  G en eia l L etter to the C o u rt o f  Dire£Vors from  the 
Secret D epartm ent o f  the Board, dated F ort W illiam , 29th N ovem ber 1780, begin­
n in g  at Page 158 o f  the faid Book.

“  Fort William., 39 November 17S0.
“  W e have thought it neceflijry to require from the Rajah o f Benares the fame Subfidy for the 

enfuing Year that he paid in the laft, as his Proportion in the Expcnce o f the War. He for 
Ibmc Time hefitatcd to comply with the Demand, and we were obliged to rcfolvc on Mcafurcs 
o f Compulfion i but he has fince paid the Atnount, and we have ftoppcd the Execution o f thofc 
Mcaliircs. The Support which he receives from this CJovernment, to whom he owes all that he 
po/lc/fci, the known Afilucncc: of his Circumftanccs, notwithftanding his Pretext to the contrary, 
and the Intereft which he pofleffes in Chief over all other Perfons fubjcft to in the Com­
pany’s Profperity and Succefs, have induced us to rec^uire o f him the Alfiftance o f fuch a Body 
o f Cavalry as he can fpare for the Company’s Employ, under a Promife made to him 
that their Services will not be required beyond the Continuance of the War. W c have alfo 
ftrongly recommended to the Nabob Vizier to require from Pyzoola Cawn, the Quota of Troops, 
confilting o f  5000 Horfe, ftipulated by Treaty to be furnifiied by the latter, and we do not 
doubt of his ready Obedience to the Requifidon.

“  Fort William, the 39th November 178c. Signed, Warren Haftings,
Edward Wheler.”

T iien  the M anagers for the C om m ons ilrated, T h a t  h avin g  now  proved all the 
I 'ra n la d io n s  refp eflin g  the T h ree  D em ands o f  Subfidies in  17 7 8 , 1 7 7 9 , and 1780, and 
the Dem and o f  C avalry  alfo in  the Y ear 1780 , th ey  ou gh t n « t ,  in  the O rder o f  the 
C harge, to proceed to the Statem ent o f  fome T ra n fa ttio n s between M r. H aftin gs 
and the N ab ob  o f  O ude, relative to  the R ajah  o f  Benares, contained in  a very  lo n g  
P a p e r; bu t as it w ould  be neceflary to  read the W h o le  o f  that Paper afterw ards, they 
propofed pafling over this Paragraph o f  the C h arge at prcfent, and referring to  it, 
w hen they cam e to the Paper at L e n g th . T h e y  further ftated, that for tfie fam e 
R eafon, they fhould now  break o ff  their Evidence refpefiting the C avalry at the Period 
o f  the D em and being made j as^on this Subject they (hould likew ife have O ccafion  to 
call the A tten tion  o f  the H ou fe  to  the Paper alluded to , and they w ilhed to  avoid 
reading by Piecem eal w h at w ould  be m ore intelligib le w hen taken a ll together. O n  
thefe A ccou nts they fhould next proceed to  ftate, that M r. H aftin gs did w rite a  L e t­
ter to the R ajah o f  Benares, ch argin g  him  w ith  Irregularity in the P aym ent o f  his 
A n n u al Stipend i this, they inform ed the H ou fe , they ftiould have proved, bu t d ie  
D efendant had I'endered it  unnecclfary, b y  fetti^^g it  forth  verbatim  in  his iAtifwer, 
already before the H o u lt : I t  o n ly  remained therefore fo r  them  to prove, that"thefe 
Paym ents were, in  F a ft ,  m ade w ith  R ^ l a r i t y  i  i o f  w liich  Ftirpbfe they called,

M r .  W R I G H T ,  w h o  being fw o m , was exam ined as follow s.

Q . Are you in the Office o f  Accountant to the Eaft India Company ?
A . I Auditor o f  the Indian Accounts to the Eaft India Company.

T iie n  the M anager^ fo r  tlve G o m m * ^  the W itn e fs  m ight be dii:e£l,«;d to  p ro ­
duce from  the Benttrc?|dUmal|<Jr^,^^^ the A cco u n t and p a w s  o f  the jfe-
vei^l iPayihfents o f

T h e  W itn efs acooi^iitli|if Journ al 17801TI,”

.Virhat I* ihatlfldbif.;^::
A . ^hi» Book i« ^hc lo tj^ a l o f  AfFairs o f  the Honourable,

Uw'ted Company o f  Mercbtots j£nglaod trading <0 the Eaft Indltfs, ilretr General Joint Stock 
in Bcngtl, under the w  their Governor Gt»«r*l and Council M
W illiam, coraimcncing the ift Day o f  May 30th o f  Jl|fttil 1781.”  '

Q. (firm a tord.) l i  that the AccpMijt fî bm fengal ? , ...........
A . From Bengal. The |ouiT»id f i g n e d W a r r e n  Ed

John In>Wie'i73* ’M, thc R c l i d * ^ '# l | ! ^ ^  ,
counu 0  ̂ tliie

.The d d i w i d : *  ,aSd by
the '

««
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** Rcfident «t Bcnaris D ' to Profit and Lo(s.

“  Recdved o f Rajali CheyteSing, on Account of his Tribute:
J780.

1781,

May 
June

jMiy
Auguil
September
Oaobcr
November
December
January
February

1,98,434 
119^.431

X.98.431
*.98.431
1.9 .̂4 3 »
1.98.431
1.98.431 
»>98.43 i
1.98.431

4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
6

12
12
12
12
12
12
12
12
12
12

Carried forward 19,84,313

« Rcfident at Benaris — ■ D ' to fun(
“  T o  Profit and Lofs brought forward

1781. March —  —
April —  —

Standard Gourfliay Rupees —
Batta 8,314 22 8 per Cent. —

•* Fort William, April

*9>*4.3*3 — .

1,98,431 6 12
1,98,431 6 12

23.8 '.*75 *3 4
1,96,048 14 lO

35,77,224 11 9

(Signed at the End of the Book)
“  Warren Haflings,

Edward Wheler,
John Macpherfon.”

T h e  M anagers fo r the Com m ons ftated, that they fliould next proceed to  prove 
the P aym ents on A cco u n t o f  the Stipend o f  M irza  Saw dit A lly  K  l i n  5 it being a 
P art o f  M r. H aftings’s D efence, that the R ajah C h eit S ing’s D elay  was the C aufe o f  
the N on p aym en t o f  that S tip en d ; T h e  fam e was accordingly read fro m  P . 73 5  o f  the 
fame Journal.

« Sundry Accounts —  D 't o  Nabob Afoph u l Dowlah.
“  Paid to Nabob Mirza Sawdit Alley Khawn his Allowance of Three Lacks w r  Annum, as per 

Order o f the Honorable the Governor General and Council, dated aoth March 1781.
“  1780. May —  ------------

June —  , 50,000 —  —
July —  11,480 3 —

Carried forward 61,480 3

Sundry Accounts —
“  Nabob Afophul Dowlah, brought forward

1780. Auguft 
September 
O aober 
November 
December

1781. Januairy 
JFebruary 
M irch

“  Fort William, April 17811 
D ' to Relident at Benares.

61,480
2
2
2
2

23*3
23»3 ‘ ®
*3.3*0
23.3*0
23*753
231753
23.753
231753
*3.753

1  
6 
6 
6
2 
a , - ,  

'2 
'2. 
a-

Stuidafid Rupees
Batta 8i3ii4 8 per C eflt

2.73.485 4 
*1,516  13 —

2,9$,OOZ 1 ic?

. (Signed at the End o f the Book)
Warren Hafting*, 
Edward W hckr, 
John Mscpherfoft."



T h e n  tVie M anagers for the C om m ons ftatecl, they concelvcd it  w ould tend to  e lu ­
cidate the Matter’, i f  they inibrm ed the H oufo that Mirza S aw d k A lly  Kh&n w as 
the Brother o f  the N abob o f  O iid c, w h o  refidcd at or near Benares, and w as psud a 
Stipend by the E aft India C om p an y, w hich  Stipend was afterw ards repaid by the 
N ab ob  o f  O iu le: But fo r  the Purpofe o f  firft payin g it ,  there w as an  O rder from  
the E aft India C om pany to  the Refident at Benares, that it  (hould be provided fo r ou t 
o f  the Sum o f  M oney payable from  the R ajah  o f  Benares, and that it  ftiould be 
allowed him in the A cco u n t.

T h en  they ftated, that they (hould next produce T w o  Letters, the one w ritten in 
Decem ber 1780 , the other in  January 17 8 1 , from  the Refidcnt at Benares, in form ing 
the Board o f  the P aym ent o f  the M o n th ly  K ifts , in  order to  fliew  that it  was impol^ 
fible M r. H aftings could have m erely been under a  M iftake w hen he w rote the L etter 
to R ajah  C h eit Sing.

The Counfel for the Defendant defired that the Witnefs might be afked, Whether 
he knew by v̂ ĥom the Accounts produced, and figned by the Governor Geaerai and 
C ouncil at the End of the Book, and which appear to be examined, 6cc. and clofed 
by William Larkins, are made up.

T h e  W itnefs was aflted,

Q . Wiiat is the Office o f Mr. Larkins ?
A . Accountant General to Bengal.

Arc thofc Accounts in his Office ?
A . I'lioie Accounts arc prepared in his Office. This Book is one general Account and Compi>

lation of the various Accounts o f the Prefidcncy o f Fort William.

Thofc varioM* Acwunts are tranfmittcti in the Courfe o f the Bufiners to the Accountant 
General’s Office, whofc Burinefs it is to make up the General Accounts o f all the various Branches 
of the Accoiintj that come to his Office ?

A . It is lb.

Qv And if i* fern over heit by whofe Authority ?
A . Jfty tlie GovwncMr Gw>erj»l «nd CottRcil, and them.

S%ned by wliom ?
A . Signed by the Governor General thd Council.

Do you happen to know whether the Courfe o f the Bufinefe in Bengal is not onh 'to inid
over the Accounts made tiD by their Ofliticlii frona the Accountant General* but alfo to tend over
the Ot>igm«$ DocjtinKtMi, «nd hovir they ate inade

A , Frm v fome * f  t te  Pepwtment».«r<Fe* Iilftanoe* the: Paymafter Gcoeial o f the Forces fends
home his.

Are the Originals, or only Copies fent Home i
A . Only Copies.

From the Paymafters f
A . From thePaym aftCrv

I  vndidtftandjy^fliym fiiy ihtiit that in the Courtfe o f their Pro­
ceedings'? '

A. So I underftarid.

But they lend ovt^ Cfifptes o f  particular Branches, whas diofe aw Wanted for the Information 
o f  the Company ? =

A. Yes. ■

Q . Are thofe from Bwaw
A . I twlievc n ot; T he Account o f tlus Y i»r from B en ip i ii not reiteiyed.

<X A<!»tt to the wfaii CBftwn, do they fejid ov«er die Account o f 
the JaiTwfe fyianaer as th #  ^

A. NlJt'i r̂ thisparti6(|^

A . N o* > 1 #

dc»'1he 'Paytn«iti W ite 'afcribed
to the Day ujpon w l i ^  iii«)e;tK!i^^^ .W lo the Days i'flfm epti ate ac- „
tually ti)Bde f ' ' ' \ i  ' ' ' • • «

A.
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. That is as far as you know ?
A . A s far as I undcrllatKl.

Q i  With regard to the Payments made, what Is the Language o f ih? Entry ?
A .  The Entry begins “  Received.” — —

Q i  Is there any Daw o f  the Day o f the Payment! i a» yet we have only heard Of Months ?
A . There are no Dates o f the Days of Payment, only of the Months.

Df) you know where the Kiflbundy, to which thofc Payments relate, is lodged i is there any 
Copy o f  it tranfmitted Home i

A . I don’ t recollcft that there is } but I think there is i I am not certain,

Boes it 1̂1 under y 6 tir  Observation that the Kiftbueidy, for the Payment of the Stipend to 
Mirza Sawdit A li Cawn, is or is not in the Eafl; India Company’ s Books i

A , I don’t recolkd.

T h e n  the W itn cfs  w as direfted to w ithdraw .

T h e ti the M anagers fo r  the C om m ons obferved, that perhaps they m ight have 
th o u gh t it fufficient to have produced the Accoutits fent over %  M r. H aftings, as 
againft M r. H aftings, but that they w ould go O n e Step farth er, and jproduce his 
L e tte r  accufm g the R ajah o f  the N onpaym ent o f  his T r ib u t e ; for w hich  Purpofe 
they defired M r. H utllbn m igh t be again called ■, w h o, appearing, produced B ook 32, 
intituled, “  Perfian Correfpondence, Letters w ritten in  the P ublic D ep altm en t from  
the i f t  o f  January to  the 3 1ft  Decem ber 1 7 8 1 .”

R ead , a L etter from  tlie G overnor G eneral to R ajah C h ite  Sing, dated 17 th  Ja­
nu ary 1^ 8 1, beginning at P age i ,  in the faid B ook.

“  T o  Rajah Chite Sing.

“  Wrltteh 17th January 1781.'
“  Frequent Uepfefefitations having been made to nle of the W ant o f Puriftuality in the Pay­

ment (k your M alguiary, that Part itiore particularly which is afligned for the Dilburfement of 
SeidUt Ally Kh*n’« Salwy t tfnd it hivlrtg, at this Time, more than any othtr, a bad and fofpi- 
cioof Ap^ai'anee» I  d« {>en:mptori)y order, that all Arrears, o f whkfciev<ir Kind, be paid up 
within 24 Hdiff* afcei' the Receipt o f *hj« Pcrw«nn«i or you maft enpeft that bad Ctinfequcncea 
will follow.

« ( Authenticated at Jtho End of the Boak. aa folkiWi) j
Fort Williatn,

Ex^ G. T . Cherry, fthe 31ftJDcccmber 1781;
“  £>, P . ' f ' .  I^. Colebrooke,

Pcrf^ Tranf'.”

I t  aplJCatiiig t h ^  liherc w as n o  t o  <h«i Lett^^^ fo r  the
Gomiff<>ftrWcre Aflifed,: W h i t  tH ty^a!ve o f  ih e  LettCT?— T h e y  made
fw cr. T h a t  the O o tri^ tifrtd ^ c(jiik < ^ t iA a fe o ^  that i t  docs n o t
appear in  the Bdtsk St i^rKat CofifuJtatlon thijJ ^articiilar i k t e i r  fent, otherw ife 
than by the D ate  p u t by thcf i or th a t tt w as figriW  : T h a t  the Addrefs is
p u t } th a t the Perfian Correi^<*6<fetlCc^an otlly  bfe' carried- on |Jy th e  G dvernor G eneral 
aJonc, and that the B ook, c o w a ift it ig  t/ b  Lii^ter in  q u d lio n , ^ a s  aUflitaiiticated by M r .

t|)e fo r  tk« &ad, t h ^  fhould  next’ proceed to prove the
Fayni$nts in  Dheceotibcr 17^0, in  January 1 7 8 1 , o f  w h at became due in  N ovem ­
ber and D ecem ber 17^0, by p rod ucin g  the L etters froin  the . l^efwlciit above alluded 
to  i an d  therefore m ^ H t be d ired ed  to  deliver in  600k 33, and

3 1 ,  i n i W r f  Cdnfdltm icAit from  a jd N d V e m -
la r

:| U a 4  the fbU ow ing a  QooiiUkatidil <m the t>isceraber 1 780.

, j,  ̂ . « Ftfrt W ffiiis i, t4ittifDc<Seirib^fi78o.
■' Pob.D«p»

W |i^  Thurfd»r<

»  •
I on ^gunfaaod at the Prefidenoy o f fo re  St.


