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W J R R E N H A S T 1 N G S Efquire,

Late Governor General of BENGAL,

At the Bar of the HOUSE OF LORDS, in Wcftminfter Hall|

UPON

An Impeachment againft him for High Crimes and Mifdemeanors,
by the Knights, Citizens, and Burgefles, in Parliament affembled,
in the Name of themfelves, and ofall the Commons of Great Britain.

MPCALXXXVIILI.
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minutes o0fthe Evidence taken at the Trial of WARREN
HASTINGS Efquire, late Governor General of Bengal, at the
Bar of the Houfe of Lords in Weftminfter Hall, upon an Impeach-
ment againft him for High Crimes and Mifdemeanors, by the
Knights, Citizens, and Burgeffes, in Parliament aflembled, in the
Name of themfelves, and of all the Commons of Great Britain.

Die Lun”~y 25° Fehruarij 1788.

'H E Managers for the Commons having finifhed their Opening of the Firft
1 Article, sacquainted the Houfe, that, previous to their entering into Proof of the
Faft™ alledged in the faid Firft Article, they would give Evidence of the general
Matter ftatdd in the Preamble; after which, they would proceed to call Evidence in
fupport of the feveral Allegations of the faid Firft Article, as nearly in the Order of
the Fad”a thcrciji ftated, as the Nature of the Circumftances would admit j beginning
firft with general Evidence of the Situation of the Rajah Bulwant Sing, and of th«
Rajah Cheyt Sing, at the feveral Times in the faid«Firft Article refpeftively mentioned :

And thereupon they called

THOMAS MORTON, who being fwoni, was examined as follows

Whac Situation arc you in under the Eaft India Company f
A. | am their Sccrctary.

What Papers arc thofe which you have in your Hands ?

A, The Charter of the Eaft India Company under the Great Seal of England, dated 5th Sep-
tember 1698. Anno 10 Gul. III.

The Managers for the Commons dcfired, that that Part of the Charter might be read

which grants to the Eaft India Company a Power to appoint their* own Officers and
Governors in the Eaft Indies.

Accordingly, the Charter being delivered in at the Table, the following Extraft
was read by the perk.

“ And Wee doc, of Our moft cfpeciall Grace, certain Knowledge, and mecre Motion, for Us,
Our Hcires and SucceHbrs, give and grant unto the faid Englifh Company tradcing to the Eaft
Indies, that the (aid Company for the Time being fhall and may have the Ordering, Rule, and
Government of all fuch Forts, Factories, and Plantations, as ftiall be att any Time hereafter fettled
by or under the faid Englifti Company, within the Eaft Indies and Parts before mentionedi and
(hall and may name and appoint Governours and Officers from Time to Time in and for the faid
Forts, Factoryes, and Plantations} and them to remove and difplace att their Will and Plcafure.
And that fuch Governours and Officers lhall and may, according to the Directions of the fame
Company, raife, traine, and mufter, fuch Miliury Forces as ftiall or may be ncccflary for the
Dcfence of the faid Forts, Places, and Plantations rcfpedivcly, (the Soveraigne Right, Power, and

Dominion over all the laid Forts, Places, and Plantations, to Us, Our llcircs, and SuccefTors,
being always rcferved).**

Then the Witnefs was diroSled to produce the Minutes of the Committee of Corre™
pondenceof the Eaft India Company of the 9th April 1771.

The Witnefs produced a Book, marked with the Letter A, and intituled, “ Minute
B~k 1770;” which being delivered in, an Extra6t from a Minute of the Court of

Direftors, held on Tuelday the 9th April i77», in Page 498 of the faid Book”™ was
read by the Clerk, and is as follows *:

« To avoid Rc”ition, it may be proper to obferve »n this Place, that where an Extrad only i» fct forth
from a Mhiutc, Confulution, Letter, or other Document produced, it it to be uiiderftood as includine eve”

Thing in fucfa Minute, Confultatton, Letter, or other Oocumcnt, relative to tiic SubicA Matter of tne faid
Extrad.

A a ** Minutei

skin
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« Minutes of the Committee of Correfpondence, dated the 8th inftant and this Day, being
ré:td;
¢ Refolved by the Ballot, That Warren Haftings Elquire, Second of Council at Fort Saint
George, be appointed to the fame Station in the Council at Fort William, and to fuccecd to the
Government in caft: of the Deach or Ablence of Juhn Cartier Efquire.”

Then the Witnefs was afked ;

Q. Whether that is, or is not, the ufual Mode by which the Ealt India Company appoint their
Servants abroad withott any éther Inftrument ¢
A. Yes,

Q. (from a Lord.) Without any other Inftruiment ?

A. An Infrrument folows.

Q. Have you got that Inftrameint here?
. A. The ufoal Inftrument is a Commiffion under the Company's Seal, which is tranfmitted to
the Prelident and Council at Bengal in the Origifal.

Q. Have you a Copy of 1t?

A. There was no Inftrament accompanying this Appointment.  There is a Paragraph appoint«
ing Mr. Haftings to the Government of Bengal in a General Letter of the 10th April 1771,

The Managers for the Commons defired, That the 162d Paragraph of. the Letter
mentioned by the Witnefs, of the r6th April 1771, which conitains the original Appoint-
ment of Warken Haftings Efquire, to be Secortd of Council at Fort William, and to
fucceed Mr. Cartier as Prefident and Governor of Bengal, might be rcad,

'The Counfel for the Defendant obferved, That in point of Regularity, the Receipt
of this Letter in Bengal ought to be firft proved. o,

The Managers for the Commons being heard in anfwer to this Obfervation, the
Paragraph was ordered to be read de dene ¢ffe, and not to be confidered as Evidence,
unlefs it fhould appear by fome fubfequent Letter from Bengal that the Letter of the
1oth April y771, was received there. ‘

Then the Witnels produced a Book marked with the Letter B, and intituled, ¢ Ben-
gal Difpatches 23 March 1770, to 10 Apnl r771;” and the fame being dclivered in,
the 162d Paragraph of a General Letter from the Court of Diretors to the Prefident
and Council at Fort William in Bengal, dated the roth of April 1771, beginning in
Page 721 of the faid Book, was read by the Clerk, and is as follows :

Paragraph 162. ‘¢ Confidering the Imﬁoruncc of the Government of Bengal, and being well
perfuaded of the Abilities of Warren Haftings Efquire for the due Difcharge of the Office of
Governor; we do hereby appoint him Second of Council at Fort William, and to fucceed Mr.
Carticr as Prefident and Govertior of Bengal: And we have accordingly direfted Mr. Haftings to
proceed to Fort William as expeditioufly as pofiible, to take his Secat in Cotntil at your Prefi-

dency. ' - -
We are your loving Friends,

Ja. Cockburn, G. Colebrooke,
London, Danicl Wier, J. Purling,
soth April 1971, Wm. Jares, Thommas Rous, .
- Joha Michis, Henry Crab Boulton,

- W, Devaynes, Frederick Pigou,
Robert Gregory, - Edward Holden Cruttenden,
Ben). Booth, George Cuming,
John Roberts, . Henry Savage,
Charles Chambers jun. John Harrifos,

‘$Then the Witnefs was ditclled to produce a Letter from the Qourt of Dire&tors, of
the 2 sth of April 1771. : B R AT S
The Mantgers for the Commons being afked, if they wete apprifed whether there was
or was not a Commiflion upon this Occafion, anfwered, "The maﬂm&d that there
was no Commiffion upon this Qcéafion, nor ‘eveh any upon the Appouttment of Mr.
Haftings to the Prefidency of Fort William. -~ ... .o
Then the Witnefs produced a Book, matked (C), intituled, “* Bengal Difpatches,
from the 25th April 1771, to" 10th December 1773 5° ;and the fame being delivered in, .
the yth Pargraph of an kddiiond General Lesr Yoo ¥t Coust o Direftors 3 the
Rrefident und Council at Foit Willism in Bengil), ditted % 5th April 1773, from Pageg
in the faid Book, was read by the Clerk, and 1s as follows: = “ ™" B
e 7 . ke lins e By




( 5)

« By the before-going Removal of Mr. Becher from the Council, and of Mefl. Ruffell and
Floyer to their refpective Stations upon the Fort St. George Eftablifhment, and the Appointment
of Mr. Haftings (by our Letter of the 1oth inftant) to fucceed Mr. Cartier at your Prefidency ;
and having likewile re-admitted MefT, Rumbold and Dacres into our Serviee, it becomes neceflary 1o
make a new Arrangement of our Council; We therefore dirett that, upon the Receipt hereof, it
be compofed of the following Gentlemen, notwithftanding our Orders of the 23d March 1770, for
limiting the Number of Council to Nine Members, exclufive of the Commander in Chief.

o {;‘)hn Cartier Efquire, Prefident and Governor.
‘arren 1laftings Efquire=Second; and to fucceed to the Government, in cafe
of the Death, or coming away of Mr. Cartier.
Brigadier General Sir Robert Barker, Third (or the Commander in Chief for the
Time bemg), but not to rife higher, -
Mr. James Alexander, I'ourth.
“homas Rumbold, Fifth.
Samuel Middlcton, Sixth.
William Aldertey, Seventh,

"Thomas Kellall, Eighth.

i!c:hn Reed, Ninth,

‘rancis Hare, Tenth.

Joleph Jekyll, Eleventh,

Philip Milner Dacres, T welfth.

Thomas Lane, Thirteenth.

Richard Barwell, Fourweenth, and laft of Council.”

Then the Witnefs was direfted to withdraw.

To prove that, in confequence of the Extralts read from the above-mentionéd Letters,
Mr. Haftings took his Seat at the Board of Council®at Fort William, and acted in virtue
thereof, the Managers for the Commons defired Mi. Robert Hudfon might be called.

The Managers for the Commons being afked, if it would not be proper that Mr. Car-
tier’'s Commiffion thould be read, in order to fhew what the Nature and Defeription of
the Authority of the Prefident of the Council at Fort William wag; anfweted, That, if
it was thought material, they would produte it T'o-morrow.

Then Mr. ROBERT HUDSON was called inj and, being fworn, was examined
as follows :

Q. What Book do you hold in your Hand ?
A. The Bengal Confultations in the Year 1772, as fent to the Court of Direttors,

Q. Is that the Correfpondence tran{mitted to the Court of Directors from Bengal ?
A. Yes,

The Managers for the Commons defired the Confultation o° the 20th February 1772
might be read.

The Witnefs produced a Book, marked with the Letter D, intituled, ¢ Fort William
Confultations, Public Department, from 3d January to 7th April 1772,” and indosfed
Vol. L. -

Then the Witnefs was afked,

Q. Is the Confultation you are going to read figned ?

A. Itisfigned, Warren Haftings, Richard Barwell,
William Alderfey, Henry Goodwin,
Thomas Lane,

“The Managers for the Commons demanded of the Counfel for the Defendant, Whe-
ther they would put them upon proving the Defendant's Hand Writing ?

To which the Counfel anfwerxl, That, in Point of Regularity, the Managers for
the Commons ought to prove the Defendant’s Hand Writing; but that they would
not put them to it. .

Then the following Extralt was read by the Clerk from the faid Book.

: ' : S ¢ Fort William, zoth Feb. 1772/
@ At a Cofoltatioy Preent,
i Ho. John Carder, Bl

P hilip M, Dacrés,
Warren FlaRings, | ' ﬁhdu;:a Lane,
James Alexaodety 4 g g vy, < Richard Barwell,

Villiam Adderiey, | 1 James Lawrell,
Jobn Read, LHenry Goodwin,

&% Ml‘.

-
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« Mr. Haftings being arrived, now takes his Seat at the Board, after having the cuftomary
Ouths adminiftered.”  [Signed, at the End of the Confultation,
Warren Haftings, Richard Barwell,
W. Alderfey, H. Goodwin. ]
Tho. l.ane,

Q. Have you got the Form of the Oaths in that Book ?
A. It s not in this Book.

Then the Witnefs produced a Book marked with the Letter E, and intituled, ¢ Beng.
Lett. Ree. 30 Aug. 1771, to 24 Apnl 17725 and the fame being delivered in, the gth
Paragraph of a General Letter from Bengal, dated the 13th April 1772, to the Court of
Dircétors, was read by the Clerk, and 1s as follows :

Par, 9.« In Conformity to your Orders, our late Prefident, Mr. Cartier? thjs Day refigned the
Charge of this Government to Mr. Haflings, and has availed himfelf of your Permiflion to remain
10 the Country until the next Scafon.  We fhall be carctul that, during his Stay, every Refpect
and Attention be paid to him, according to your Orders,

Signed, Warren Haflings,
Wm. Alderley,
I’. M. Dacres,
Fort William, ‘Thomas l.ane,
the 2oth April 1772. Richard Barwell,
James Lawrell,
H. Goodwin,
J. Graham.”
Then the Witnefs was diretted to withdraw.

To prove the Appointment of a Governor General and Council for the Government
of the Prefidency of Fort William n Bengal, by an Aét pafled in the 13th Year
of His prefent Majcfty, the Mode of Decifion prefcribed by the faid A&, incafe of a
Disterence of Opinion of the faid Governor General and Council, the Powers thereby
given to the faid Governor General and Council, and that Warren Hattings Iifq. was,
by the faid A&, nominated to be the Firft Governor General of the faid Prefidency of
Fort William, the Managers for the Commons defired the Stat. 13 Geo. 111, Cap. 63,
Seét. 7, 8, 9, 10, might be read. The fame was accordingly rcad at the T'able by the
Cle 'k, as follows : .

“ An A& for cftablifhing certain Regulations for the better Management of the
Affairs of the Eaft India Company, as well in India as in Earope.

Sed. 7. * And for the better Management of the faid United Company’s Affairs in India, be it
further enatted by the Authority aforefaid, That, for the Government of the Prefidency of Fore
William in Bengal, there fhall be appointed a Governor General and Four Counfellors; and that the
whole Civil and Military Government of the faid Prefidency, and alfo the Ordering, Management and
Government of all the Territorial Acquifitions and Révenues in the Kingdoms of Bengal, Bahar, and
Orifla, fhall, during fuch Time as the Territorial Acquifitions and Revenues fhall remain in the
Poffeflion of the fmd United Company, be, and are herchy vefted in the faid Governor General
and Council ot the faid Prefidency of Fort William in Bengal, in hike Manner, to all Intents and
Purpoles whatloever, as the fame now are, or at any Time herctofore might have been exercifed by
the Prefident and Council, or Selet Committee, in the faid Kingdoms.

Seét. 8. « And be it enacted by the Authority aforefaid, That in all Cales whatfoever, whercin
any Difference of Opinion fhall arife upon any Queftion propofed in any Confultation, the faid

. Governor General and Council fhall be bound and concluded by the Opinion and Decifion of the
major Part of thofe prefent; and if it fhall happen that, by the Death or Removal, or by the
Abfence of any of the Members of the faid Council, fuch Governor General and Council fhall
happen to be equally divided, then, andin every fuch Cafe, the faid Governor Genewal, or, in his
Abfence, the eldeft Counfellor prefent, fhall have s cafting Voice, and his Opinion fhall be decifive
and conclufive.

Seét. 9. * And. be it further enalted by the Authority aforefaid, That the faid Governor Ge-
neral and Council, or the major Part of them, fhall have, and they are hercby authorifed to have,
Power of fuperintending and controuling - the Government and Management of the Prefidencies
of Madrafs, Bombay, and Bencoolen.refpetively, fo far, and infomuch as that it (hall not be
Jawful for any Prefident and Counril of Madras, Bombay, or Bencoolen, for the Time being,
to make any Orders for commencing Hoftilities, or declaring or making War, againft any Indian
Princes or Powers, or for negotiating or concluding any Treaty of Peace, or other Treaty, with
any fuch Indian Princes or Powers, without the Confent and Approbation of the fuid Governor
General and Council firlt had and obtained, excepe in fuch Cafes of imminent Necellity as wc:;ld

render
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render it dangerous to poftpone fuch Hoftilities or Treaties unril the Orders from the Governor
General and Council might arrive; and excepr in fuch Gafes where the faid Prefidents and
Councils refpectively fhall have received fpecial Orders from the faid United Company ; and any
Prefident and Council of Madras, Bombay, or Bencoolen, who fhall offend in any of the
Cafes aforefaid, fhall be liable to be fufpended from his or their Office by the Order of the faid
Governor General and Council; and every Prefident and Coundil of Madras, Bombay, and
Beneoolen, for the Time being, ﬂmll and they are hereby refpetively directed and required to
pay due Obedience to fuch Orders as they fhall receive touching the Premifes from  the fud
Governor General and Council for the Time being, and Cunﬂf.amly and diligently to tranfmic to
the faid Governor General and Council Advice and Intelligence of alt T'ranlactions and Matters
whatfoever that thall come to their Knowledge, relating to the Government, Kevenues, or
Intereft of the faid United Company ; and the faid Governor General and Council for the fime
being fhall, and they are hereby directed and r(qmred to pay due Obedience to all tuch Orders
as thcy fhall receive from the Court of Directors of the faid United Company, and to correfpond

from Time to Time, and conftantly and ddigently tranfmic to the faid Courr,

an exaét Particalar
of all Advices or Intelligence, and cof

all Tranfaétions amd Matters whatfoever, that fhall come
to their Knowledpe, an;ﬁ to the Government, Commerce, Revenues, or Interelt of the faid
United Company 5 and the Court of Diredlors of the tand Company, or their Succeflors, thall,
and they are hereby dire@ted and required, from Time to Lime, before the xpiration of Four-
teen Days after the receiving any fuch Letters or Advices, to give in, and deliver unto the [High
Treafurer, or Commmiflioncrs of his Majetty’s Treafnry for the Time being, a rrue and exact Copy
of fuch Parts of the faid Letters or Advices as fhall any way relate to the Management ot the
Revenues of the faid Company; and in like manner to give in, and deliver to one of his Ma-
jefty's principal Secretaries of State for the Time being, a true and exatt Copy ot all fuch Parts
of the faid f.etters or Advices as (hall any way relate to the Civil or Military Affairs and Go-
vernment of the faid Company ;3 all which Copics thall be fairly written, and fhall be figned by
‘T'wo or more of the Dircftors of the faid Company.

Sec. 10. « And it is hereby further enadled, That Warren Haftings Efquire, fhull be the
firft Governor General; and that Lieutenant-General John Clavering, the Honourable George
Monfon, Richard Barwell Elquire, and Philip Francis Efquire, fhall be the Four Arft Coun-
fellors ; and they, and each of them, fhall hold and continue in his and their refpeétive Offices,
for and during ‘the Term of Five Years, from the Time of their Arrival at Fort William in
Bengal, and taking upon them the Government of the faid Prefidency, and fhall not be remove-
able in the mean Time, except by his Majefty, his Heirs and Succeffurs, upon Reprefentation
made by the Court of Diretors of the faid United Company for the Time being; and in cale of
the Avoidance of the Otice of fuch Governor General by Death, Relignation, or Removal, his
Place fhall, during the Remainder of the Term aforefaid, as often as the Catc fhall h.xppcn, be
fupplicd by the Perfon of the Council who ftunds next in Rank to fuch Goveraor General; and
in cafe of the Death, Removal, Refignation, or Promotion of any of the faid Council, the
Directors of the faid United Company are hereby empowered, for and “during the Remainder of
the faid Term of Five Years, to nominate and appoint, by and with the Counfent of his Majetty,
his Heirs and Succeflors, to be ﬁgmﬁcd under hig or their Sign Manual, a Perfon 10 fucceed
to the Office fo become vacant in the faid Councily and until fuch Appointment fhall be made,
all the Powers and Authorities vefted in the Governor General and Council, fhall reft and continuc
in, and be exercifed and exccuted by the Governor General and Council remaining and furviving ;
and from and after the Expiration of the faid Term of Five Years, the Power of nominating and

removing the fucceeding Governor General and Council fhall be vefled in the Direétors of the faid
United Company.”

To prove that Mr. Haftings afterwards took the Oaths in the ufual Form, the Ma-
nagers for the Commons. defired Mr. ROBERT HUDSON might be again called in;
who appearing, produced a Book, intituled, ** Fort William Council Proceedings, from

20th O&. to the 28th Dec. 1774;” and ‘the fame being delivered 1n, the following
Extrat was read by the Clerk.

“ Fort William, 24th Oé. 1774.
¢ At a Confultation; Prefent,
The Hon, Warren Haftings Efg. Governor General, Prefident;
Lieut. Gén. John Clavering,
The Hon. George Monfon,
Richard Barwell,} Ef
Philip Francis, qrs.

« Mr. Barwell being come down to the Prefidency, takes his Scat as Member of the Council.
« The Book of ﬂandm? Orders vpon the Table.

* Read and approved the Confultation of the 20th inftant.

Pub. Dep,
Mo nda"y .

Mr. Barwell

arrives,

« The Qaths of Allegiance, of Office, and of a Jultice of the Peace, being prcparcd in the Oaths admui-

ufual Form, are now taken by cach of the Members of this Board refpectively.”
To

niftered,
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To prove that certain Provifions in the Stat. 14 Geo. I, ¢. 63, which were made

for a hmited Time only, were continued, revived, and further continued, by feveral

* fubfequent Aéts, the Managers for the Commons defired the Stat. 19 Geo. 111, c. 61,
fect, 5, might be read.  The fame was read at the Table by the Clerk, as follows :

« An A& for continuing in the Poffeffion of the United Company of Merchants of
England rrading to the Eaft Indics, for a limited Time, and under certsin Con-
diuons, the Territorial Acquifitions and Revenues lately obtamed in the Eaft
Indies; and for continuing, for a limited Time, fo much of an A&t made in rhe
‘Thirteenth Year of the Reign of his prefent Majetty, intituled, ¢ An Aét for
¢ citablifhing certain Regulations for the better Management of the Affuirs-of the
¢ Eaft India Company, as well w India as in Europe,” as will expire in the Couorle
of the prefent Year,

Se@. 5. « And whereas by another A&, paffed in the fame Scflion of Parliament, "intituled, ¢ An
¢« Aét for eftablithing certain Regulations for the better Management of the Affairs of the Kaft India
* Company, as well in India as in Euwyc,’ it was, among other Things, enatted, That for the
Government of the Prefidency of Fort William, in Bengal, there fhould be appointed a Governor
General and Four Counfellors 5 and that the whole Civil. and Military Government of the faid
Prefidency, and alfo the Ordering, Management, and Government of all the Territorial Acqui-
fitions and Revenues in the Kingdoms of Bcn%:ﬂ, Buhar, and Oriffa, fhould, during fuch Time
as the Territorial Acquifitions and Revenues fhould remain in the Pofleffion of the faid Unived
Company, be vefted in the faid Governor General and Council of the faid Prefidency of Fore
William in Bengal; and alfo that the Governor General and Four Firft Counlellors, appointed
by the faid A¢t, fhould each of them hold and continue in his and their refpe@tive Offices for and
during the Term of Five Years, from the Time of their Arrival at Fort William in Bengal, and
taking upon them the Government of the faid Prefidency, and fhould not be removeable in the
mean Time, except by his Majefty, his Heirs and Succeflors, upon Reprefentation made by
the Court of Directors for the faid United Company for the Time being: And whereas it may
be expudient that the faid Regulations fhould be extended to the Perfon and Perfons who, at the
Time of paffing this Aé, fhall have and enjoy the refpedtive Offices of Governor General and
Counfcilors of t%lc faid Prefidency ; be it therefore enafted by the Authority aforefaid, That the
Perion and Perfons who, at the Time of the pafling of this A&, fhall have and enjoy the Office
and Offices of Governor General and Counfellors ot the faid Prefidency, fhall hold and continue
in his and their refpective Offices, for and during the Continuance of this A, and thall not be
removeable in the mecan Time, except by his Majefty, his Fleirs and Succellons, upon Repre-
fentatior. made by the Court of Directors for the faid United Company for the Time being ; and
fhall have and enjoy all and fingular the Powers and Authorities vefted by the faid A& in the
Firlt Governor General, and Four Firft Counfellors, by the faid A&t appointed, and thall be
fuhjeét to the faid ReftriGtions and Limitations as by the faid A& the Firlt Governor General, and
Firtt Four Counfellors, were made fubject; and that in cafe of the Avoidance of the Offices of
fuch Governor General, or any of the faid Counfellors, fuch Office fhall be refpe@tively fupplied
in the fame Manner as the fame Office would by the faid A& have been fupplied during the
Remainder of the Term of Five Years, which was computed from the Time that the Firft Gover-
nor General, and Four Firft Couniellors, took upon them the Government of the faid Prefi.

dency.”
Alfo the Stat. 20 Geo. III. Cap. 56. Se€t. 5. And the fame was read as follows

«“ An A& for continuing in the Poffeffion of the United Company of Merchants of

England trading to the Eaft Indies, for a further Time, and under cerrain Condi-

tions, the Territorial Acquifitions and Revenues latcly obtained in cthe Faft Indies 5

and for reviving, and continuing for a further Time, fo muchof an A& made in the

Thirteenth Year of the Reign of his prefent Majefty, (intituled, ¢ An A& for cfta-

¢ blithing certain Regulations for the better Management of the Affairs of the Eaft

¢ India Company, as well in India as in Europe),’ as hath expired in the Courfe of

the prefent Yeary and for indemnifying the faid Gompany for any Money they have

paid, or may pay, in or about the building of Three Ships of the Line for the Ser-

‘ vice of the Publick, -~ P SR L

Se&t. 5. * And whereas, by another Aé paffed id the fame Scflion of Pasliament, (intituled, ¢ An

¢ A& for eftablifhing certain Regulations, for the better Management of the AKuin of the Eaft India
* Company, as well in India as in Europe),’ it was, ‘among other Thinge, enated, That, for the
Government of the Prefidency of Fort William in Bengal, there fhould'be appointed a Governor
General and Four Counfellors, and that the whole Civil and Military Goverament of the faid Pre-
fidency, apd gifa the Ordering, Management, and Government of ‘a1t thie Teeritorid Acquifitions
and Revenues in the Kingdoms of Bengal, Babar, and Oriffa, Thou urx‘rzf fuch Time as the
Tertitorial Acquifitions and Revenues fhould semain in the Pofiufisn of the faid United Company,

b valed in th fadf Governor General.and Gouncll of the faid Prefidéncy of Fort William in Bear

' .
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fgai-, and alfo that the Governor General and Four firlt Counfellors appointed by the faid A&
fhould cach of them hold and continue in his and their refpective Offices for and during the 'T'erm of
Five Years, from the Time of their Arrival at Fort William in Bengal, and taking upon them the
Government of the faid Prefidency, and thould not be removeable in the mean Time, except by his
Majefty, his Heirs and Succeflors, upon Reprefentation made by the Court of Diretors for the
faid United Company for the Timce being: And whereas it may be expedient that the faid Regula-
tion fhould be revived, and extended to the Perfon and Perfons who, at the Time of paffing this
A, fhovld *have and cnjoy the refpective Offices of Governor General and Counfellors of the
faid Prefidency ; be it thercfore enacted by the Authority aforefaid, That the Perfon and Perfons
who, at the Time of the paffing of this Act, fhall have and enjoy the Office and Offices of Go-
vernor General and Counfellors of the faid Prefidency, fhall hold and continue in his and their re-
{pective Offices, fop and during the Continuance of this A&, and fhall nut‘bc removeable in the
mean Time, except by his Mayefty, his Heirs and Succeflors, upon Reprefentation made by the
Court of Dire&ors for the faid United Company for the Time being, and fhall have and enjoy
all and fingular the Powers and Authorities veited "by the faid Ad in the Firlt Governor General
and Four %irﬂ Counfellors by the faid At appointed, and fhall be fubject 10 the faid Reflrictions
and Limitations, as by the faid Aé the Firft Governor General and Firft Four Couniellors were
made fubject; and that in cafe of the Avoidance of the Offices of tuch Governor General, or
any of the faid Counfellors, fuch Office fhall be refpectively fupplied in the fame Manner as the
fame Office would by the faid A& have been fupplied during the Remainder of the Term of Five
Years, whigh was computed from the Time that the Firft Governor General and Four Firft
Counfellors took upon them the Government of the faid Prefidency.”

Alfo the Stat, 21 Geo. 111, Cap. 65. Sect. 35.  And the fame was read as follows :

«“ An A& for the eftablilhing an Agreement with the United Company of Merchants
of England trading to the Eaft Indics, fof the Payment of the Sum of Four hundred
thoufand Pounds, for the Ufe of the Publick, in full Difcharge and Satisfaction of
all Claims and Demands of the Publick, from the Time the Bond Debt of the
f2id Company was reduced to One million five hundred thoufand Pounds, until the
Firlt Day of Murch One thoufand Seven hundred and Eighty-one, in refpect of the
Territorial Acquifitions and Revenues lately obtained in the Eaft Indies; and alfo
for fecuring to the Publick, in refpect thereof, for a Term thercin mentioned, a
certain Part or Proportion of the clear Revenues and Profits of the faid Company ;
and for granting to the faid Company, for a further Term, the fole and exclufive
Trade to and from the Laft Indies, and Limits therein mentioned; and for efta-
blithing certain Regulations for the better Management of the Affairs of the faid
Company, as well in India as in Europe, and the recruiting the Milicary Forces of
the faid Company. :

Se&, 35. * And wheseas, by another At paffed in the Thirteenth Year of his prefent Majetty,
¢ intituled, An At for eftablithing certain Regulations for the better Management of the Affairs of
¢ the Ealt India Company, as well in India as in Furope,” it was among other Things enatted, That
for the Government of the Prefidency of Fort William in Bengal there fhould be appointed a Go-
vernor General and Four Councillors, and that the whole Civil and Military Government of the
faid Prefidency, and alo the Ordering, Management, and Government of all the Territorial Ac-
quifitions and Revenues in the Kingdom of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriffa, fhould,. during fuch Time
as the Territorial Acquifitions and Revenues fhould remain in the Poffeflion of the faid United
Company, be vefted in the faid Governor General and Council of the faid Prefidency of Fort
William in Bengal ; and alio that the Governor General and Four Firft Councillors appointed by
the faid Act thould cach of them hold and continue in his and their refpective Offices for and dur-
ring the Term of Five Years, from the Time of their Arrival at Fort William in Bengal, and tak-
ing upon them the Government of the faid Prefidency, and fhould not be removeable in the
mean Time, except by his Majety, his Heirs. and Succeflors, wpun Reprefentation made by the
Court of Dirctlors for the faid United Company for the Time being ; and in cafe of the Avoid-
ance of the Office of fuch Governor General by Death, Refignation, or Removal, Lis Place
fhould, during the Remainder of the Term aforefaid, as ofien as the Cafe fhould happen, be fup-
plied by the Perfon of the Council who fhould ftand next in Rank to fuch Governor General ; and
an cafe of the Death, Removaly: Relignation, or Promotion of any of the faid Council, the Direc~
tors of the faid United Company were thereby impowered, for and during the Remainder of the
fuid Term of Five Years, to nominate and appoint, by and with the Confent of his Majctty, his
Heirs and Succeffors, to be fignified as therein s mentioned, a Perfon to fucceed to the Office fo
become vacant in the faid Council ;. and until fuch Appointment fhould be made, all the Powers
and’ Authoritics vefted in the Governor General and Council, fhould reft and continue in, and be
exercifed and exccuted by the Governor General and Council remaining and furviving : And where-
ay it may be expedient thav certain Parts of the faid recited A& which are expired fhould be re-
vived and .i:onet”xl?\aued, fubjeét :to fuch Variations as hercin-after are mentioned 3 be it therefore
enacted by the Authority aforefaid, That the é’er(on and Perfons who at thg Time of the paﬁ'mgf

)
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of this Aét fhall have and enjoy the Office and Offices of Governor General and Councillors of the
faid Prefidency, fhall hold and continue in his and their refpe@ive Offices for and during the Conti-
nuance of this Aét, and fhall not be removeable in the mean Time, except by his Majefty, his
Heirs and Succeffors, upon Reprefentation made by the Court of Direftors for the faid United
Company for the Time being ;3 and fhall have and enjoy all and fingular the Powers and Authori-
tics veited by the faid Aé in the Firft Governor General and Four Firft Councitlors by the faid
Aé appointed, and fhall be fubje& to the fame Reftrictions and Limitations as by the faid A& the
Firft Governor General and Firft ¥our Councillors were made fubjeét; and that in cafe of the
Avoidance of the Offices of fuch Governor General, or any of the faid Councillors, fuch Office
fhall be iefpeQtively fupplied in the fame Manner as the fame Office would by the faid A& have
been fupplied during the Remainder of the Turim of Five Years, which was computed from the
Time that the Firft Governor General and Four Firft Coundillors took upon, them the Govern-
ment of the {aid Prefidency.”

The Managers for the Commons alfo referred to the Stat. 24 Geo, III. ¢. 25. and
Stat. 26 Geo. I1I. ¢. 16, but did not defire the fame to be read.

Then the Managers for the Commons ftated, that having, for the Suke of Regu-
larity, gone through the feveral Matters contained in the Preamble of the Charge,
although the fame arc admitted by the Defendant in his Anfwer, they would next
proceed to prove the feveral Falts alledged in the Firft Article.

It was fuggefted to them by the Houfe, whether it would not be better, for the
Sake of Clearnefs, that they fthould firft produce the Inftrument by which the Pre-
fident of Fort William was appointed, in order to fhew what his Authority as Prefi-
dent was, and then apply the Stat. 13 Geo. 111, c. 63.to it, that Statute making exprefs
Reference to fuch his Authority ac Prefident *.

The Managers for the Commons faid, they meant to have procecded in that
Manner, but that the Book which contained the Inftrument was left by Miftake
at the India Houfe, and that they would produce it the firft Thing To-morrow
Morning.

To prove the Situation of Bulwant Sing in the Ycar 1764, and that the Objet of
the then Prefident and Council was to make a Treaty, by which Bulwant Sing was to
be made independent, Mr. ROBERT HUDSON was again called ; and produced a
Book marked No. 37, and intituled, “ Bencar Serect Consurt. § Dec. 1763,
to 31 Dec. 1764;” and the fame being delivered in, the following Extrat was read
by the Clerk, beginning at Page 111.

, ¢ Fort William, 29th March 1764.

* At a Confuitation; Prefent,

The Honourable Henry Vanfictart Efquire, Prefident ;

Commodore Tinker,

. Warren Haftings Efquire,
Randolph Marriott Eiquire,
John Burdett Efquire,
Mefirs. Middlcton ahd Leycefter indifpofed. ‘

« The Commodore having been requefted to affift gt this Confultation, now takes his Seat at
the Board. - ‘

“ The Book of Standing Orders on the Table.

“ The Confultmion of the 26eh inftant being wrote fair, was now read and approved.

« Received a Leteer from Major Cirnse, dated 18th inftant, enclofing one he has rectived from
Shitabroy, to which he refors us for Inforinasion of Shwia Dowla's fatention againft us,und exprefiing
Ris Concern te find that by the Advices from Caleurta of the Bth, the Remforcement under the
Command of Gaptain Pemble had aot yet begun thetie March, that cheir being 4o late renders it nexc
to imgiofiible for shem to join him in Time, and that he mult thesefore plit every Thing to Rik
with the Force ke hes at prefine, however lierle 00 e depended on, sficr whe has paffed ; further
advifing s, ‘that he wowld fain crofs the Carumnefia, aad give the Enemy 8 Mecdog as far as
il i iy, o e o e e e e o
fupplied from Jdmy o Day, will not 0, and that he fasll be o to
,‘-;m by the Gnn;u 10 {gnre a Qonveyunce ‘by Waer, haviog-bad Intimation :m‘ﬁ_f: Encmc;g
Delign was to hawtr at a Diltance around them, asd endaavoureo cut off their quugplm-—_Tha R
Treaty of Adligsge:bhaa been #ome Time in Agustica hetween the Nabob. and Butwant Sing the
Rajuheof Benates, That she Nabob is mew very axiouvs 4 for its being brought to & Coaclufion,

t Sic in Qrig.
e and
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“and propofed to him that Evening fetting his Seal thereto on the Part of the Englith, without which
the Rajah will not enter into any Engagement.  That he fhall be very unwilling to take a Step of
fuch a Nature, without firft knowing whether it be agreeable to us; but that the prelent Exigency

will not admit the Delay of walting our Anfwers.

Tranfiation of
Shitabroy's

« A Tranflation of Shitabroy’s Letter to the Major being here read, Letter cu-

¢« Ordered it be entered in the Books of Country Correfpondence.

clofed, read
and catered,

« Having duly confidered this Letter of Major Carnac’s, we are unanimoufly of Opinion, that as The Maia's

Shuja Dowla has now apenly efpoufed the Caufe of Coflim Aly Cawn, and encourages his Defign

Lottor ¢omiiva
dered, with

of an Invafion into Bengal, we can entertain no further Thoughts of entering into a Treaty with the Opinion
. . . . v T . - M othe Boo
him. On the contrary, we think it our Duty to form againit him all the Enemies we poflibly o the Urod

an the Ad-

can; that the propefed Alliance with Bulwant Sing will therefore be a very proper Meddure, and v contion-
prove as well now, as in all T'ime to come, a ftrong Barrier and Defence to the Benpal Provinges,  vo thran
« Agreed therefore, that we write to Major Carnac, advifing Lim that we thall approve cntirely Ancantwerad,

of his entering into the intended Treawy in Concert with the INabob, and of his enpaging to 77

s Mo

protect and maintain Bulwant Sing independent, both now and hereafter.”

To prove the Allegation in the Charge, ¢ that the Court of Dircétors were of Opinion,
¢ that the Rajah Bulwant Sing was of fignal Service to the Affairs and Interefts of

Great Britdin *;”

* Vide printed
Articles, p. 3,

The Witnefs produced a Book marked with the Figure 2, and intituled, ¢ Bengal .y,
Difpatches 17th May 1766, to 16th March 1768.”——Read the following Extralts
(p. 65 of the fame Book) from ¢ The Company’s Letter to the Prelident and Select
Committee at Fort William in Bengal,” dated Lopdon, 17th May 1766,

Charles Chambers,
J. Pardoe,

Jof. Du Pré,
Thomas Saunders,
George Cuming,
John Harrifon,

J. Purling,

John Roberts,
Peter Du Cane fen,
George Wombwell,
Robert Jones,

Signed, at the End of the Letter,

Geo. Sudley,

Tho. Rous,

John Stephenfon,
Charles Cutts,
Henr{ Savage,
Chriftopher Baron,
Frederick Pigou,
F. W. Barrington,
Edward Whe%cr,
Luke Scrafton,
E. H. Cruttenden,

Par, 6. < From the Sentiments we exprefled in every one of our late Letters, you will eafily pe Mercury
Judge the great Pleafure it gave us to fee the War with Souja Dowla ended fo conformable to and vedand.
our Withes. We always efteemed the Power of that Soubah the ftrongeft Barrier we could have
againft the Invafions of the Northern Powers and of the Morattas, which have fo long lanl defolate
the Northern Provinces ; and had the impolitick, injudicious Views of our late Governor and Council
been followed, and the King or Nudjiet' Cawn been left in Pofleffion of Souja 1owla’s Country,
we are convinced they would not have had Weight and Abilities to have fupported themfelves ;
and we mulft cither have had their Wars t0 maintain at that immenfe Diftance, or they would
have been drove back on us, and brought the War down to our own Yrontiers, or even into
our own Provinces. Nothing could fo effeCtually reftore that Country to its former State, as
putting its natural Prince in the full Pofieflion of his Dominions; and we arc cqually pleafed
to fec the Care that has been taken of all thofe who fhewed their Attachment to us in the Courle
of the War; Buiwantfing’s joining us at the Time he did was of fignal Service, and the Stipu-

lation in his Favour was what he was juftly entitled to,

Par, 7, « Equally politick and prudent are the Conceflions in favour of the Kirg, whole: Intereft
was beft confidered by the reftoring Souja Dowla to his Country, the only Soubah in Indoftan who
is ever likely to fupport him in s Pretenfions to the Empire. The Revenue agreed to be
paid him muft be, in the Eyes of the Indian Powers, a Mark of our Refpett to the Royal Biood,
and an Acknowledgement of his Right. We approve alfo the being Guarantee for Nudjief
Cawn; and finally we hope the Moderation and the Attention paid to all thofe who have cipoufed
our Interelt in this War, will reftore our Reputation in Indoftan, and that the Indian Powers will
be convinced no Breach of Treaty will ever have our Saniion,” .

Then the Witnels produced a Treaty beiween the Nabob Shujah ul Dowlah, the
Nabob Nudjum ul Dowlah, end the Eng:';l{h Company, executed at Jllahabad the 16th
- delivered in; wa

of Auguft 1765; and the fame being
follows: - ‘
2

was read by the Clerk, and 1s as

« Whereas



¢ Whereas the Right Honourable Robert
Lord Clive, Baron Clive of Plafley, Knight
Companion of the moft Honourable Order of the
Bath, Major General and Commander in Chict of
the Forces, Prefident of the Council, and Go-
vernor of Fort William, and of all the Serde-
ments belonging to the United Company of
Merchants of England trading to the Fatt In-
dies, in the Provinces of Bengal, Babar, and
Oriffa, and John Carnac Efguire, Brigadier Ge-
neral, Colonel in the Service of the faid Com-
pany, and Commanding Officer of their I'erces
upon the Bengal Lftabhifbment, are invetled
with full and ample Powers, on the Behalf of
his Excellency the Nabob Nudjum ul Dowla,
Subadar of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriffa, and
likewife on the Behalf of the United Company
of Merchants of Fngland trading to the [-aft
Indies, to negociate, fetdle, and finally to con-
clude a firm and lafting Peace with his High-
nefs the Nabob Shuja ul Dowla, Vizier of
the Empire: Be it known to all thofe to whom
it may or thall in any Manner belong, that the
abovenamed Plenipotentiaries have agreed upon
the following Arucles with his Highnets.

L

A perpetual and univerfal Peace, fincere
Friendfhip, and firm Union, fhall be eftablifhed
between his Highnels Shuja ul Dowla and bis
Heirs on the One Part, and his Excellency
Nudjum ul Dowla, and the Englith Eaft India
Company, on the other; fo that the fuid con.
traéting Powers fhall give the greatelt Attention
to maintain between themfelves, their Dominions,
and their Subjeéts, thw reciprocal Friendfhip,

without permitting on cither Side any Kind of -

Holtisities to be committed from henceforth for
any Caufe, or under any Pretence whatloever ;
and every Thing fhall be carefully avoided which

might hereafter prejudice the Union now hap-

pily cltablithed,

1L

In cafe the Dominions of his Highnefs Shujah
ul Dowla fhall ac any Time hereatter be attack.
ed, his Excellency Nudjum ul Dowla and the
Englith Company fhall affit him with a Part er
the Wlole of their Forces, according to the Exi-
.gency of his Affairs, and fo far as may be con-
{iftent with their own Security : And if the Do-
minions of his Excellency Nudjum ul Dowla,

or the Englith Company, fhould be attacked, his |

Highnefs {hall in like Manner aflift them with a

Part or the Whole of his Forces : In the Cafe of | -
the Englith Compang’s Forces being employed |-

in' his ‘Highnefs’s Service, the extraordinary.
Expence of the fame is to be defrayed by him,

1118

His Highnefs folcmn‘ly‘cnga%s, never to en- |-

awn, the late’
Subadar of Bengal, -8c. Sumbroo, the Affaffin | -
of the Englith, notany. of the Empe.n PDeo {iv

tertain or receive Coflim Aly

ferters, within his Dominions, nor to give the
| leaft

Aalum.

o’

[On this Side is the Perfian].



( 13 )

leat Countenance, Support, or Protettion to
them : He likewife folemnly engages to deliver
up to the Englith whatever Europeans may in
future defert trom them into his Country,

Iv.

The King Shah Aalum fhall remain in full
Pofleflion ot Cora, and fuch Part of the Pro-
vince of Illahabad as he now pofiefles, which are
ceded to his Majefty, as a royal Demefne, for
the Support of his Dignity and Expences.

V.

7 [His Highnefs Shujah ul Dowla engages in
the moft foldmn Manner, to continue Bulwund
Sing in the Zemindarries of Benares, Gazypore,
and all thofe Diftricts he pofieffed at the Time he
came over to the late Nabob Jaffier Aly Cawn
and the Englith, on Condition of his paying the
fame Revenue as heretofore. ]

V1.

In confideration of the great Expence in-
curred by the Englith Company carrying on the
late War, his Highnefs agrees to pay them
Fifty Lacks of Rupees, in the following Man-
ner; viz. Twelve Lacks in Money, and a
Depofit of Jewels to the Amount of Eight
Lacks,” upon the figning of this Treaty; Five
Lacks ‘One Month after; and the remaining
Twenty-five Lacks by monthly Payments; fo
as that the Whole may be difcharged in Thir-
teen Months from the Date hereof,

VIL

It being firmly refolved to reftore to his High-
nefs the Country of Benares, and the other Dif-
tri€ts now rented by Bulwund Sing, notwith-
franding the Grant of the fame from the King
to the Englith Company, it is therefore agreed,
that they fhall be ceded to his Highnefs in the
Manner following, viz. They fhall remain in
the Hands of the Englith Company, with their
Revenues, till the Expiration of the Agreement |
between Bulwund Sing and the Company, being
on the 27th of November next; after which his
Highnefs fhall enter into Poffeflion, the Fort of
Chunar excepted, which is not 1o be evacuated
until the Sixth Article of this Treaty be fully
complied with.

VIII.

His Highnefs fhall allow the Englith Com-
pany to carry on a Trade, Duty-free, through-
out the Whole of his Dominions.

: IX..

All the Relations “and Subje@s of his High-
nefs, whe in any Manner afiifted the‘Eng%i(h
during ¢he Courfe of the late War, fhall be for-
given, and no ways molefted for the fame.

Xu ’

As foon a3 this Treaty is executed, the Eng-

lith Forces fhall be withdrawn from the Domi-
' niuns

€ Itmay be proper to oblerve here, that where any Paragraph or Extral in a Confultation, Minute;

Latter, or other Document produced, is marked with this )l'irackélt » and a Hand painting to it, it is to denote

fuch Para Fh or Extratt was the particular and only Matter referred to b vt'l; Managers  for the Haufo

of Commouny. in fuch Confultation, Minute, Letter, or other Document : Anc( here this Bracket | appeans

~ either in the Middle or Ead of a Paragraph or Extrad, it is to denote that the Matter fo particularly referred to
by the Managers for the Commons leaves off there,

D
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nions of his Highnefs, excepting fuch as may
be neceffary for the Garrifon of Chunar, or for
the Defence and Proteétion of the King, in the
City of Illahabad, it his Majefty fhould require
a Foree for that Purpofe.

XL

His Highnels the Nabob Shujah ul Dowla,
his Exccllency the Nabob Nudjum ul Dowlah,
and the Englith Company, promife to obferve
fincerely and {trictly all the Articles contained
and fetded in the prefent Treaty, and they will
not fulfer the fame to be infringed, directly or
wndire¢tly, by their refpective Subjeéts ; and the
fuid contraéting Powers generally and recipro-
cally guarantee to each other all the Stipulauons
of the prefent Treaty,

i (L. $) Shujah ol Dowld’s Seal and Ratifiea-
Clive -5 L. s it
John Carnac @D

Signed, fealed, and folemnly fworn to, accord-
ing to their refpeltive IMaiths, by the contratling
Parties, at Iflahabad, this 16th Day of Augult,
in the Year of our Lord 1765, in the Prefence

of us, . '
Edmund Mafkelyne. Mirza Colfim Khah,

Archibald Swinton. ' Rajuh Shitabroy,
George Vanlittart. Meer Musthalas

The Counfel for the Defendant obferved, that in the Fyf¢h Article of the Treaty juft
read, the Word ¢ Revenue” was ufed ; and defired to draw the Attention of the Houfe
to the Word * Malguzary,” which would afterwards occur in the Sunnuds granted to
the Rajah Bulwant Sing, and which was there ufed as defcriptive of the particular Sort
of Revenue paid by the faid Rajah to Shujah ul Dowlah. That the Original was in the
Perfian on onc Side of the Inftrument, and the Tranflation on the other.

The Managers for the Commons ftated, thet the Fifth Article which had been read
from the Englith, was ot read as a Trandlation. = That the Treaty was weitten both
in Englilh and in Perfian; that both Parts were Origlhals, both exccated at the fatnie
Time, and they chofe to read the Englith Otiglnal,

Then Mr. JOHN BENSON was called in, and being {worn, was defired to pros
duce the original Petition of Warren Haftings Efquire, prefenited to the Houfe of
Commons on the 26th April 1786; and the fame beiitg delivered in, wis rtad by
the Clerk, as follows. ‘ :

« To the Honourable the Commons of Great Britzin in Parliament affembled,

¢ The humble Petition of Warren Haltings, latt Governor Genetal of Bengal,
« Sheweth, ‘

‘ * That your Petitioner obferves, by the Vdtes of this Honourable Houfe of the 4th and
12th Days of this inftant April, that ¢ Mr. Burke, in his Place, has charged yout Petitioner
¢« with fundry high Crimes and Mifdemeanours ro this Henourable Houfe; which Accigles are
« referred to the Conlideration of a Committee of the whale Houfe)’ : S

| -« Your Peritioner, therefore, humibly peays this Honoun
-able Houfe, that he may be beard, in his Defence, to
‘tl;c faiB{ Agiicles, and that he may be allowed & Copy
of the f{ami™ PR ,

| '« And yeur Petitioner, ‘i in Duty bound, fhall ever pray.
- WARREN HASTINGS”

 Fhen the WiYKEfs roduced thé Jouttiad of the Houfe & Commons of the 26th ApAl
1784, 4nd the ; owing Entry was read therefrom. - - RN
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“ Merearit, Die 26° Aprilis, Amno 26° Georgii YI1. Regis, 1786,

« And a Motion being made, and the Queftion being propoked, That the faid Warren Haftings,
Efquire be permitied to be heard on the Matter of the faid Charges, and that he be allowud a
Copy of the fame;

s« The Howke was nmoved, That the feveral Entries, in the Journal of the Houle, of the
20th, 25th, and 26th Days oi November 1680, of the Proceedings of the Houfe on the Articles
of Impeachment of High Crimes, Mifdemeanors, and Offences, delivered in againft Edward
Seymour Elquire, might be read.

¢ And the fame being read accordingly 3

s¢ Ordered, ‘

% That the faid Warren Haftings Tifquire be permitted to be heard on the Matter of the faid
Charges, and that he be allowed a Copy of the fame.”

Then the following Entry from the fame Journal was read.
« Lune, v Die Maij, Auno 26° Georgii I, Regis, 1786,

¢ The other Order of the Day being read ;

« Warren Haftings Etquire, late Governor General of Bengal, was called in to the Bar, and,
in Part, heard on the Matter of the feveral Charges of High Crimes and Mifdemeanors prefented
againft him,

“ And then he was dire€ted to withdraw."

‘Then the following Entry from the lame Journal was read.

« Martss, 2 Die Maij, Amo 26" Georgis 11, Regis, 1786,

% Otdered,

¢ That the Order of the Day, for the further Hearing of Warren Haftings Efquire, late Go-
vernor General of Bengal, on the Muatter of the feverul Charges of High Crimes and Milde-
meanors prefented againtt him, be now read,

“ And the faid Order being read accorditigly 3

« The faid Watren Haltings Efquire was called in to the Bar, and further heard on the Matter
of the faid Charges; and having requefied that he might have Permiffion to deliver in the
Minutes, from which he read what be had now offered to the Tloufe.

« The faid Warren Haltings Efquire was direéted to withdraw, ,

¢ Reflalved, , L

« That the faid Warren Haftings Efquire be at Liberty, according to his Requett, to deliver
in the Minutes from which he read what he has now offered to the Houfe upon the Matter of the
faid feveral Charpes of Migh Crimes and Mifdemeanoty prefented againft him.

¢ The faid Warren Haltings Efquire was: again called in to the Bar; and Mr. Speaker ac-
quainted him with the {aid Refolution, ﬂ

¢ Then the faid Warren Hattings' Efquire having delivered in the faid Minutes, the fame
were brought up to the Clerk’s Table,

« And then he was aguin directed to withdraw,”

_ 'Then the Witnefs produced the original Petition of Warren Haftings Ffquire, pre-
fented to the Houfe of Commons 8th May 1786 ; and the fame was rcud, and is as
follows :

% To the Honourable the Commons of Great Britain in Parliament affembled,

% The humble Petition of Warren Haftings, late Governor General of Bengal,
s« Sheweth, :
“ That your Petitioner obferves, by the Vores of this Honourable Houle, that on the 5th
of this inftant May, Mr. Burke, in his Place, delivered in an Article of Charge of High
Crimes and Mifdemeanors, againft your Petitioner.

“ Your Petitioner humbly prays this Honourable Houfe,
that he may be furnifbed with a Copy of the faid
xi&:grge, and that he may be permitted to be heard on
Mhe Matter of the faid éhargt. in fuch Manner as this
~ "Honourable Houfe thall be pleafed to direct.

WARREN HASTINGS.”

“Then the following. Order made by the Houfe of Commons thereupon was read
from the Journal, | , |
_‘ o Lune,
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« Lune, 8° Die Maij, Amo 26> Georgii 111. Regis, 1786,

© QOrdered,
« & That the faid Warren Haftings, Efquire, be permitted to be heard on the Matter of the faid

Charge, and that he be allowed a Copy of the fame.

¢ Ordered,
¢ That the faid Warren Haftings, Efquire, be heard at the Bar of this Houfe upon Wednefday

Morning next on the Matter of the faid Charge.”

Then the following Extratt from the fame Journal was read.

 Mercurij, 10° Die Maij, Anno 26° Georgii 111. Regis, 1786.

« Ordered,
* "T'hat the Order of the Day for the hearing of Warren Haftings, Efquire, late Governor Ge-

neral of Bengal, on the Matter of the Charge of high Crimes and Mifdemeanors®prefented againit

him upon Friday laft, be now read.
“ And the faid Order being read accordingly 5
« The faid Warren Haftings, Efquire, was called in to the Bar, and heard on the Matter of

the faid Charge; and having requefted that he might have Permiffion to deliver in the Minutcs,
from which he read what he had now offcred to the Houfe ;

¢« The faid Warren Haftings Efquire, was direted to withdraw.

¢ Refolved, :

¢ ‘fhat the faid Warren Haftings, Efquire, be at Liberty, according to his Requeft, to deliver
in the Minutes, from which he read what he has now offered to the Houfe upon the Matter of the

fuid Charge of High Crimes and Mildemeanors prefented againtt him.
« The faid Warren Haftings, Efquire, was again called in to the Bar; and Mr. Speaker ac-

quainted him with the faid Refolution, ,
« Then the faid Warren Haftings, Efquire, having delivered in the faid Minutes, the fame

were brought up to the Clerk’s Table.
“ And then he was again direted to withdraw.”

Then the Managers for the Commons defired that the Introduction, and fo much
of the Minutes delivered by Warren Haftings Efquire, to the Houfe of Commons
on the 2d May 1786, might be read from the faid Journal. .

The fame was objetted to by the Counfel for the Defendant, ftating, that; in Point
of Form, the original Minutes delivered by the faid Warren Haftings, and figned
by. him, and not the faid Journal, which is only a Copy of the fame, might be
produced. o .

The Managers for the Commons anfwered, That the Minutes being a Proceeding
in their Houfe, and a  Declaration of the faid Warren Haftings in the fame, they
confidered their Journal as the beft Evidence thereof. |

The Counfel for the Defendant replied, That they conceived the Journals were not
in this Cafe the beft Evidence that the Nature of the Thing admitted of ; it being in
Proof frem the Journal itfelf, that the original Minutes were delivered in by the
Defendant in his own Hand Writing, and that it never was held in a Criminal Cafe
that a Party f(hall be bound by Entries in the Journals of the Houfe of Com-
mons. ‘ ‘

To which the Managers for the Commons faid, That thinking it their Duty to
fpend as little Time as poffible, they had no Objeition to produce the original
Paper. — o ‘
Whereupon Mr. BENSON was again called in; and was afked,

Q. What Paper is that you have in your Hand? ‘ ‘

A. The original Minates delivered by Mr. Haftings at the Bar of the Houfe of Commons in
the Year 1786, ‘ o RS

The Managers for the Commons defired the Paper might be delivered in, and that
fo much of it as relates to the Charge of Benares might be read, - -

" Q. (from the Counfel.) “Who has had the Cuftody of thofe Papers fince the Time you faw
them put in and delivered at the Bar of the Houfe of Commons ? S ‘
hAi’ They have been officially in my Cuftody as Clerk of the Papers, except when they weat to
the Prefs. : : i R L

Q. How long were they out of your Cuftody?

A. Fouror -Pﬁwc Daiy!&.y e o

Q. (from a Lord,). Have you any Doubt of their being the fame? .
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Q. (from the Counfcl.) I underftood the Witnefs to fay, he faw them delivered in. He was
afked, Whether he fuw them delivered in, and I underftood him to fay fo—~He now fays, fie
did not fee them delivered in ?

A. 1did not, 1 believe,

Q. (from a Lord.) Are they figned ?
A. No, they are not.

(Q, (‘rom the Managers.) The Managers for the Commons with the Witnefs to be afked,
Whether Mr. Haftings himielf was ever in the Wimels’s Office ?
A He was.,

Q. Iid he look at thofe Minutes in your Office ?
A. Hedid af Part of them, I believe,

Q. Did he fay any Thing upon the Subjeét of them?
A. He, or fome other Perton for Gt ae the Time, gave Directions, before they went to Prefs,
in what Manner the Printer fhould print them,

Q. Was that Perfon, who gave the Dircétions, prefent with him at the Time?

A. Yes,

Q. Then the Managers for the Commons with to know, Who that Perfon was that came
with him ? o

A, I don’t exadtly recolle® who lie was ; I believe there might be more than One Perfon with
him. L : :

Q. (from a Lord.) They were in his Prefence when he gave that Dire&ion ?
A. Yes. ‘

The Managers for the Commons faid they would leave it there; and defired, Firgt,
that the Introduction to the faid Minutes, and then as much of the Matter as relates
to the Charge of Benarcs, might be read.

The fame were read by the Clerk, as follows:
s Introduélory Defence.

« Before 1 enter upon my General Defence, I humbly folicit the Indulgence of this
Honourable Houle, to be perwitied to preface it with a tew neceflary Obfervations relative
to the Circumilunces which have progreflively confpired to make me an Object of the prefent En-
quiry. In the Firll Place, I beg Leave to remark, that 1 am here by no Obtrufion of my own. 1
have oo humble a Senfe of my own Coniequence, to confider either my Reputation, Honour,
Yortune, or Life, or all thefe Intereils collectively, as having any Claim to the finalleft Portion
of the valuable Time of this Houfe, on any Ground, however juit in felf, which has thefe only
for irs Object. I have been brought before the Notice of this Honourable Houfe by the Aéts of
others, independant of my Will or Delire 5 and all the Participation which 1 have in it, is jn the Re-

uelt made by a Member of this [oufc on my Behalf, and at my Suggeftion, that fince it was
3ctermimfd that ' my Conduét was to be arraigned beforce this Honourable Houfe, my Arraignment
might be fpeedy, and that I might have the Time and Means afforded me to provide the Materials
for my Defence : For after having been, during a Courfe of Five Years, the continued Subjet of
the fame Criminations, and from the fame Quarter, with the Name of the Almighty folemnly
invoked to attelt the Pledge given to this Houfe that the moft undoubted Proofs theuld be pro-
duced to authenticate them—1I allude, Mr, Speaker, to no Declarations made in this Houfe, but
ro Puoblications out of it—I may furely be allowed, even with a Confcioufnels of the pureft In-
tegrity, to with for a fpeedy Accomplifiment of a Menace thus made, and for fuch profefied
Purpofes; and that it mighs not hang the Denunciations of Parliamentary Vengeance over my
Head for ever.

« OF the Firft Life&@s of this Injury T have a Right to complain; for in thefe the Injury affe@ed
the Public alone, through their Interefts committed to my Charge. During a long and defperate
Struggle, with an Accumulation of Difficulties, and a Hoft of natural Enemies combined again(t
our National Poffeflions in-1ndia, when I required all the Support and Confidence of my Superiors
in the Parent State to give Lffe@ to my Exertions, all my Adtions were reprobated at Home, and
my Name linked to the foulel Inve@ive, even in Places of the highelt Authority; and every Dif-
patch from England brought Orders oppoling my Meafures in their Courfe, and the Sentences of
my Difgrace and Difmiflion, Yet theie caufed no* Alteration in my Conduct, or Relaxation of my
Zeal for a Service in which my Labours had met fo ill a Requital, except from my refpectable
Conftituents, in whofe Applaufe alone I receive a Confulation under all my Difcouragements. 1
fleadily .puriued that ‘Line which my Senfe of Duty had prefcribed 5 and fometimes availing myfelf
of the tranfitory Moments of Power which the Hand of God afforded me, at others dfing the
Refiance which the Influence of Poffeflion or Opinion enabled me to make, or the Caution of
- E Oppofition
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Oppofition permitted 3 or endeavouring to temper its Violence by qualified Submiffion, where the
ans of Refiftance failed me; never poffefling the Allowance of Authority, but always charged
with Refponfibility ; I perfilted in the Formation and Profecution of every Meafure, which the
Emergency of the Service rendered neceffary in my Judgment, and had the confcious Triumph of
fecing them all invariably terminate in their defigned Objets: Nor did 1 refign my Charge, until
I had fulfilled every Duty which required my Continuation in it ; and I refigned it in a State of
eftablithed Pecace and Security, with all the Sources of its Abundance unimpaired, and even im-
roved, notwithftanding the vaft Drains which were made of its Treafures, and the multiplied
Bivcrﬁons of its Strength, in the Support of the dependans and remote Pofieflions of the Com-
pany, and in the Maintenance of their Wars, and of Wars in which the Company were in-
volved by the Policy of Great Britain. I parted from the Scene of my public Life with the
exprefied Rcfgfcts of my Fellow Servants and Countrymen; which were follpwed by a like
Declaration from all the Officers of the Army who had ferved during my Adminiftration; and
on my Return to my own Country, I was received by the Court of Diretors, my imme-
diate Mafters, with their Thanks; and I gratefully remember the Chairman's emphatical Paufe
on the Epithet which was joined to them, their Umanimous Thanks, for my Services ; with a
Notification of thofe which had been fome Time before beftowed on me by the Votes of
the Proprietors, my honoured Employers, which were not the lefs acceptable for their Conlfift-
ency with the uniform Tenor of their Sentiments and Conduét refpeéting me through the whole
Courfe of my Adminiftration, If this Honourable Houfe is defirous of knowing in what Efti-
mation | ftood with the Princes and Rulers of India, and with the Subjeéts of our own Dominion,
the Opinions of beth mmy be eafily obtained, by Enquiry of the Witnefles whom my Profecutor
has calied 1o eftablith his Charges againft me: And I will anticipate their Evidence—It will ftate,
" that my Political Conduét was invariably regulated by Truth, Juftice, and good Faith; that all
Perfuafions of Men were imprefled with a fuperftitious Belief that a fortunate Influence directed all
my Aions to their deftined Ends; and that my Departure was fcarcely lefs regretted by the In-
habitants of the Provinces of my late Dependency, than it was by my own Countrymen. 1 believe
this Honourable Houfe is in Poffeflion of One Teftimony of the former, in the Letters which
Mahdajee Sindia wrote to His Moft Gracious Majefty, and to the Company. Thefe were written
many Months after my Departure, and contain much more of my Praife than his own Wants or
Requifitions, unlefs the former is inferted as an Implication of his Defire that others may be in-
ftru@ted to govern themfelves by my Example :~—~And who will queftion fuch an Authority ?

s With (%ch Teftimonies in my Favour, and with the internal Applaufc of my own Mind fuper-
feding all Evidence, what was my Surprige to find, on my Arrival in England, that my Character
ftill continued to be affailed with the bittereft Calumnies and Inve&ives, and a formal Notice
given before the Clofe of the laft Seffion of Parliament to this Honourable Houfe, that 1 fhould
be arraigned as a Criminal before it on the Opening of the prefent ? '

« I am fince told that no fuch Intention exifted ; and that my own Intemperance, and the Zeal of

Friends, has forced my *Accufer to verify his own Declaration. ’

- "« 1 have no Right to credit fuch an Affertion, nor will I believe, new and unpraétifed as I am in
the Modes of Life in which I am now become a Participator (and 1 have learnt gy it to know more
Things than were dreamt of in my Philofoghy) that fo daring an Impofition could be either prac-
tifed upon this high and dignified Affembly, or permitted by it. houﬂx I might have thought
myfelf entitled by my Services t0 a different Reception, and my Body and Mind, worn down by the
Labours of Thirty-five Years, to an Interval of Repofe; ‘and though I might erroncoufly imagine
that no Power vpon Earth had a Right to impeach me for the Exercife of a Truft which thofe for
whom I held it had repeatedly declared, and in the moft authentic Terms, that I had difcharged to
their Benefit and entire Satisfattion; yet I was glad to fee fome fubitantial Ground on which 1 could
‘build my Hopes of a fpeedy Trial and definite Termination. There 100 my Expetation failed
me. The Profecution began, not as is the univerfal Pradtice of every Syftem of Jurifprudence
‘eftablifhed cither in this or any other civilized Nation, by the Introduition of fpecific Charges, and
the Examination of Witneffes to prove them : For the latter indeed there was little Need, fince
‘Accufer had long before afferted, that he was in the a&ual Pofleffion of Proofs, and of fuch Proota
“as were to fill the Breafts of this Honourable Aflembly with Horror, Why therefore aggravate them
with new Proofs? But Witnefles were ordered to attend, and Rheams of Official Documents demanded,
produced, and printed ; Additions were daily made to thefe during the Courfe of ‘many Weeks 3 and
the Eyey of the World were fixed upon me as ‘2 Man blackened by the Impiration of fome un-
known Guilt, which was the blacker for Its: Concealment, No Grounds were sliedged for the
Accumulition of fuch a Mafs of Evidence againft me;; nio fpecific Objeéts: to which it was to be
applied ; for was it known to this Honourable Houfe, perhaps not c¢veén o that Member of the
Iggu& who had required thefc Matcrials, what the Charges were to be, ‘which he was to eftablith
| _y“ At length T'hesrd that a Day was fixed for the Praduction of the Chargesy but here too I ex-

perienced a freth Caule of Difappointment sad Mortification, - Three Weeks were afligned for the
g*e:rm of their Appearatice ; and when that Term expired, this Honoursble Houfe knows (for 1 ::z L

fot perhaps affirm what 1 have heard) whether even then any of the Charges were preicased; and
whether, when they were prefented, ‘they ‘were Opionally given,  * | $2 -
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* In all this long ‘and painful Interval I myfelf, though the Obje@t of the Enquiry, remained in
tots] Inattion, a mere Speltator of the pafling Scene; tor I knew not, nor could I know, whyt
Detence to prepare, not knowing what Charges were to require my Defence.  And when they
were produced, I was told that 1 could not be admitted to my Defence, becaule, by the Rules of
the Houfe, I could not know the Charges exhibited againft me, nor that any had been exhibited ;
nor indeed were all exhibited at the fame Time, but followed tardily, and the Three laft (if in-
deed thefe are the laft) not till laft Wednefday. But though it might be informal in me to know
the Charges, the Public are certainly in Poffeflion of all but the Three laft, for they have been
printed and publicly fold, and Purchafers invited, by an Advertiftment made in all the public
Papers, which ftated them * Articles of Charge of High Crimes and Mifdemeanors” againft me
by Name, and the Name of my Acculer inferted by a Conftruction marking him not as the Pre-
fenter of the Charge, but as the Publither of it. How much my Reputation muft have fuffered in
the Opinion of all Mankind from this Publication ; how feverely my Feelings muft have been
wounded by fo unfair and iniquitous an Appeal to their Judgment, while the Charge itlelf, loaded
as it was with Crimination againft me, yet waited its low Term of Maturity for the Examination
of it before its allotted Judges, I leave to the Decifion of every Member of this Honourable Houfe,
who will bring the Queftion home to his own Judgment and his own Paflions, by fuppofing that
Cafe to be his own which 1 have defcribed as mine.

«¢ Nor is this the only Injury of the Kind that 1 have fuffered. Every Daily Paper has teemed with
Reflettions upon me; and Pamphlets, flled with the moft fcandalous and libellous Abufe, have
been written on various Subjets of the Charge, to influence the Prejudices of the Public againft
me ; and it has been boafted thar they have produced the Effect. ‘
¢ Preffed by the. Lot ot Slander thus hc:gcd upon me, 1 refolved to try the only Refource which
afforded me a Chance of Redrefs ; and in Oppofition to many and weighty Difcouragements, I
threw myfelf wpon the Juftice of this Honourable Houfe, and petitioned to be allowed to
make my Defence in Perfon, and I fucceeded, Whether I owe this Indulgence to your Goodnefs,
or your Juftice, I accept it with equal Gratitude,

« Of the Difcouragements to which 1 allude, I fhall mention but Two Points; and thefe it is
incumbent on me to mention, becaufe they relate to Effects which the Juftice of this Honourable
Houfe may, and I trult will, avert. The Firft is an Objection to my being at all Perfonally
committed in my Defence, fince in fo wide a Field of Diéuﬂion it would be impofiible not to
admit fome Things of which an Advantage might be taken to turn them into Evidence againft
myfelf: Whereas another might as well ufe as I could, or better, the fame Materials of my
Defence, without involving me in the fame Confequences. But I am fure that this Honourable
Houfe will yield me its Protection againit the Cavils of unwarranted Inference ; and if the Trush
can_tend to conviét me, ] am content to be my/elf the Channel to convey it. :

¢ The other Objetion lay in my own Breaft. It was not till Monday laft that ¥ formed the Refo-
lution ; and I knew not then whether I might not in Confequence be laid under the Obligation of
preparing and completingin Five Days, and in Effect fo it has proved; the Refutation of Charges
which it has been the Labour of my Accufer, armed with all the Powers of Parliament, and at
Gne Time greater, to compile during as many Years of almaoft undifturbed Leifure. But I knew
myfelf equal to the Undertaking ; and 1 now only revert o my Difficulties, that the Confideration
ofy them may befpeak the candid Allowance of this Honourable Houfe for any Inaccuracies, or
for any Thing defective which may appear in my Defence; but I claim no other Indulgence oa
this Account. :

« It might perhaps be expeted, that I fhould obje&t to the Conftru&ion of the Articles of which
the Charge is compofed ; for, in Truth, they are not Charges, but Hiftories and Comments. But
they are yet more ; they are made up of mutilated Quotations; of Faéts which have no mutual
Relation, but are forced by falfe Arrangement into Connettion; of Principles of pernicious
Policy and falfe Morality 3 Afiertions of guilt without Proof, or the Attempt to Krovc them
Interpretations of fecret. Matives -and s which paffed within my own Breaft, and which
none. but myfelf. could know ; . A&ions of imputed to me, in which I had no Concern, or
which paiffed in Oppofition- to me; and Epithets and Inveitives affixed to Aéts afcribed to me,
equally to thofe ‘which in the Conftruition sre bad, as to thofe which are indifferent, or even
meritorous. N , _ =

« Thele are Artifices by which the moft wary Judgment might be fur‘frizcd. that had nothing
before it to repel their ‘but which on the Touch of Truth difappear, and lcave, not
merely the Convition of their own Fallagy, but the ftrong internal Prefumption thac the Charges
themiclves were  formed  under. the Conviition of their %’Vam of Foundation; and as far as my
Feelings as 8 Man will allow me 1o _confider them in that Tendency only, 1 am glad that they

“wear the Form which they dowear,. ... - - g’ .
.« With refpet to the general Subjelt of the Charge, I muft beg Leave to obferve to this Honour-
-.able:Houfe, that it has been compofed from a laboured Scrutiny of my whole Official Life, during
- & moft impoe sweighty Adminiftration of Thirteen Years, comprehending perhaps a greater
jeryiof interefing Events than havefallen t che Lot of any Man now living : Events niot brought
. to the piblic View by their Notoriety alone, but all, the Subje@s of minute Record j—-Meafures
d, with all their Motives and Objels ditin@ly 1aid down in Writing, with their Effc&: a.

: play
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played by Letters and Cfiicial Reports through every Proce(s of their Operation j—~oppofed by
agery Objeion, and thote too written, that the Judgment or Ingenuity of my Colleagues in
Office, among whom I had slways Opponents, could devife ;—at Times weakened, at others fuf-
pended, and again refumed with their [ffe@t enfecbled ; but my own Refponfibility ftill attending
their Iflue.  Yet all my Aétions have undergone, and even during the actual Progrefs of them,
they underwent, fuch a Severity of Inveftigation, as could fuit only a Mind pofiefling in itfelf an
abfoiute Exempdan trom Error.  In the prefent Occafion, T am put to a harder Teft; for not my
Acdtions alone, but my Words, and even my imputed Thoughts, as at the final Day of Judgment,
are wreiled nto Acculation againft me.  And trom whoin is this State of Perfection exacted ¢ From
a Man who was feparated, while yet but a Schoul Boy, from his native Country, and from every
Advantage of that Inftruétion which might have better quahified him for the high Offices, and
arduous Situations, which it became his Lot to il ; and lett to form his Rule of Conduét on his
uwn Practice, and the Light of fuch an Underftanding as it had pleafed God to beftow on him.

¢ | pafs over the Firfl Years of my Life. —Thele no otherwife relate ro the krcfcnt Purpofe, than as
they recommended me fucceflively to the Succeflion of the Government of Fort St. George, to the
Governinent ot Fort William, "and virtually to all the Appointments which have fince followed.

¢ | received the Government of Bengal with Incumbrances, which might have intimidated a firmer
Spirit than mine ; and I fele the perilous Situation in which it placed me.

¢ [ found myfelt the titular Head of a numerous, and not always accordant; Council, appointed to

mphage the Affairs of a great State, which yer wore the Marks of recent Acquifition ; but had
75:}1” a determinate l'orm nor Syftem, nor any Orders or Inftruétions which could enable them to
aive 1t cirher, . ' . . '
T attemptet], and with the Aids of my Colleagues, where I was allowed them, T gave it hoth Form
and Syftem ; tor every Office into which it was diftributed, to the Time of my Departure, received
its Infticution during the Period of my Adminiftration, and all the Tranfations of it have, except
the Firltk Twa Years of the General Goverament, in fome Part of their Progrefs, received their
Dire&tion from my Guidance.—Yet in every Step I had Difficolties to {urmount, which are
unknown to the Rulers and Minifters -of other’Governments. -~ Befides the Concilration ot difcor-
dant Opinions, and their more frequently confirmed ‘ngoﬁtion, I had my Conduét circum-
feribed by Orders which would apply to few - of ithe Cafes which occurred, and thofe Orders
uncertain in the Conftruétion. v o -

« | beg Lieave to extend.this Reflection. During the long Exercife of a Charge fo conftituted, and
with fuch Hxigencies attending it, how, may i afk, way iv:pofiiblc v kéep Affairs in one even Line,
or to avoid Contradi¢tions both in Meafures and Expreflions ¢ At fome Times Affairs were forced
into a Direction diametrically oppofite to my Views, by the Power of a Majority ; fometimes they
received their Bias from my being obliged to fubimit 1o the Opinions: of thofe on whom I depended
for Support : And whenever the Courfe of Bulincfs was thus divertert - from the ftrait Line, ic
was often difficult to bring it back, without fome Degree of “Ervegularity, of Violence, or of
general Inconfiftency. S e R ‘

« Where I fuffered them to proceéd in that ‘devious Line, I am charged with purfuing Meafures
which my own Opinions have condemned; where I actempted to ‘reftore them to their proper
Channel, I am accufed of Innovations. ‘Many Meafures, which it would be now difficult to
explain from written Documents, .were founded on Circumftances of [uch Notoriety, that no one
could doubt their Propriety at-the Time, and no one ever thought it neceffary to record the Rea-
fons, or to eftablith the Proofs of Faéts and Events, which were then certain, and univerfally
admitted, . 7 o TR AT '

« The Minilter of this Empire (if I may.compare great. Things with.fmall) had, in the various
Emergencies of his Adminiftration, the learned Jadges of the Land, General Officers of the firlt
Authority and Experience, and the Merchants. of :the greateft Commercial City in the World, to -
whom he might apply, and whofe Opinions: he - might command, on cvery doubtful Queftion,
whether of Law, Military Operation, Trade, or-Financé.i~He tould not err,

« I poffeffed no fuch Profeflional Aids, but had dnly sny own Mind for my Refources, and
Minds as little inftraéted ‘as my own to affit me, and “to" be the Inftruments of my Mea-
fares, » - o ‘ P o e

« That this Defcription of my Situation may not be. imputed to me as the Invention of Difii.
culties made up for the Qccalion, { beg Leave xo :ﬁmﬂm the following Extraét of a Letter
which I wrote to the Court of Directors o early as the't 1th November 1373, avhich was before
I knewiof the Formation of the.new Syftem for the Gavernment of Indim. & " . .
© Paragraph 4 ¢ May I be permitted, in all Deference: and Submiflion ‘to-your Commands, to
« offer it as my Opinion, that whatever may have been'the Condu@ of Tadividuals, or even of
¢ the collective Members of your former Adminiftrations, the Blame is fiot o much iriputable
“ to them, a8 50 ‘the Want of ‘a Principle’ of Government adequate 10 'its Subftance, and a
“ cocrcive Power torenforce it ' The!Extent of Bengal, and. its pofiible Refources, are'equalto
. thoie of moft:Seates in Euro“rz.~ -Tts Difoalies are greater chan thofe of any 3 becauft it wants
*:both an eftablithed Form and. Rowets of Governtiont ; deriving its ‘actual Support from the
“ unremigged Labaur:and Perfonut Exeition of Individuals in Powier, “inftead of the vital Influgnos -
« which fows through'the Channels of a regular- Copftitution, and: imperceptibly 'animaces
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@ cyery Part of it. Our Conflitution is no where to be traced, but in ancient Charters, which
s were framed for the Jurifdiction of your Trading Settlements, the Sales of your Exports, and
« the Provifion of your Annual Inveftment. 1 nced not obferve how incompetent thefe muit
« prove for the Government of a great Kingdom, and for the Prefervation of its Riches from
« private Violence and Embezzlement.”

« T will content myfelf with this Quotation in this Place; though I could wifh that the whole
Letter were attentively perufed, as it 1s ftrongly expreflive of the Difficulties and Embarrafiinents
of my late Situation in India. To what I have faid let me add, that in a newly cftablithed Go-
vernment many Occafions will conftantly occur, which can be regulated by no Precedent ; and even
the Uncertainty of the Conititution, and the unknown Limits of the Authority belonging to its
various Branches, will often provoke Refiftance, and produce Events, which never could happen
under a Government long eftablithed, and with its Powers clearly defined, and univerfally
underftood.

«« Under fuch Circumftances 1 humbly apprehend, that fince it is not, as I have faid, the Lot of
human Nature to be exempt from Error, fome notorious Calamiiy, atfecting the Interefts of which
1 had Charge, or fome well-afcertained Ground of Corruption, or other moral Deviation from my
Duty, the Lofs of National Reputation, or of fubftantial Property, ought to have appeared, before
I became the Subje@ of a Parliamentary Impeachmnt,  But what Loffes has the Nation {uftained
through my Mifmanagement? Have Provinces been difmembered from ic? Have its Armies been
defeated in Operations of my Formation? or War or Famine wafted the Countrics of my Jurifdic-
tion?-~No: The Reverfe hus been the Attendant of my Fortune in every Stage of it ; and fo little
Ground have I afforded, from the Notoriety of my Character, for fuch an Inquifition into it, that [
dare affirm that { ftand, even at this Hour (notwithftanding the Prejudices excited againft me) as
high in the Eftimation of the World, I mean nor to confine the Affertion to this Kingdom alone,
as any Man of my own Rank and Pretenfions in it.

« Yet I mean not to avail myfelt of this Plea. 1 affert my gencral Claim to the Approbation of
this [Honourable Houfe, and of my Country, for my Services; but I neither defire, nor will admi,
of their being placed in Balance againft my Faults, if I have Faults to ftand in Oppofition to
them. '

« T entreat the Houlfe, that each Article of the Charge may be diftinétly tried, and that they will
be pleafed to give their Sentence upon each.

““ Anfwer to the Third Charge, Part Ift,

«“B E N A R E S

« 1T has been the Fafhion to give Hiftories of Benares ; but as far as I have had Occafion to
perufe them in Reports of the Sele¢t Committee, or in anonymous Pamphlets, they are, for the
greater Part, fancitul and unfupported. [ fhall here detail as much as | am warranted by certain
Knowledge of its former and prefent Situation, adopting, whese I poflibly can, the very Words of
the Third Charge againft me,

s The Territory of Benares is a fruitful, and has been * (and is at this Day)” an orderly, well-
« cultivated, and improved Province. lts Capital City may rather be confidered as the Seat of the
« Hindd Religion than as the Capital of a Province.,” Iam not certain of the Period at which it
was annexed to the Mogul Empire ; but it is clear, by the Ayeenee Acberee, that it was a Part of the
Subah of Allahabad in Acber’s Time.——Catrou (Page 119) mentions .a Raja Carn to have been
fubdued by Acber, whom I conceive to have bee™Raja of Benares. However, the fame Ayeenee
Acberee afferts, that Sultan Mahmood Ghaznavee (the firft Mahommedan Invader of India) came
to Benares in the 41oth Year of the Hejirah, above 750 Years fince.  After Acber, his Son Jehin
Gueer was undoubtedly Mafter of it; and Daia Shekuh, the eldeft Son of Shih Jehin, Son and

-Succeffor of Jehin Gucer, refided a confiderable Time at Benares in a Station of Authority, as we
learn from his awn Preface to a Book he compiled during his Refidence there. Aurengzeeb, his
youngeft Brother, and Succeffor to the Empire after Shih %ehﬁn, has effe@ually difplayed to Pofte-
rity the Power and Sovereignty which be excrcifed in Benares, with a favage Bigotry charaeriftic
of his Temper and Policy, by a ma%niﬁccnt Mofque which he ereéted on the Site (and even admitted
into his Plan a coufiderable Part of the Edifice) of an ancient and moft fuperb Hindt Temple.
‘This Mofque continucs perfeét to this Day, and with its ncighbouring Minarets (which be alfo ereéted)
overlooks the whole City. If Benates, in Acber’s Time, was a Diftrict of the Subah of Allaha-
bad, it continued annexed to the fame Province in the Time of Aurengzecb, as we learn from
Catrou (Page 362): it therefore never was confidered a Capital of any confiderable Kingdom, nor
yet as a Province annexed to the Subab of Oude. Benares is a naked defencelefs City, fituated fo
near © the almolt-impregnable Fortrefs of Chunar, that the Pofleflor of the one may ac all
Times be Mafter of the other; and this accounts for its having been annexed to the Subah of
‘Oude, fome Time fince the Invafion of Nadir Shah. Rajah Bulwant Sing, who refided ar Benares
with fome Degree of Authority (but who never had Permiflion to coin Money, nor even the Ad-
miniftratioh.{o}“ criminal Juftice in the City itfelf) when the Incurfions of the Shahzidah, now the
King Shah Altum, firft drew the Attention of tthEngliﬂz to that Quarter; and, far from bring a
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great Lord (or any Lord) of the Empire, he was a mere Dependant an the Nabob of Qude, Shwjak
ud Dowlab.  1le was originally Zemindar of a fmall Pergunneh, called Gungapoor (by Purchafe,
not by Inberitance, for lns Father, Munferam, was not a Zemindar) yielding 3 Revenue of about
£.500 a Year. He had beein patronized and employed by Sefdar Jung, the Father of Shujah ud
Dowlah, and was gradually promoted to be Aumil or Collettor of Benares and Gazipoor. He
continucd 1n that Capacity to the Day of his Death, and never was Zemindar of either Diftricl.
In the Year 1764, when Shujah ud Dowlah's Affairs were on the Decline, Bulwant Sing
made Overtures 1o the Nabob of Bengal, Meer Jaffier, to join his Army with fuch Troops
as he couid mufter.  General Carnac, who commanded our Army at that Time, warned
the Governor and Council of Calcuttd of the Rajah’s Perfidy; and fo well were thofe Gentle-
men convinced of the Truth of thofe Aliegations, that on the Sixth of November of the
fame Yecar, they wrote thus to Major Munro: ¢ With relpect to Bulwant Sing, the double
« DPart be atted in 1he Beginming of the War fufficiently warns uz to put no Confidence in him; and
« therefore, it he has not already been permitted to join you, or you have entered into no Engage-
* ments with him, we would bave bim d?]juﬂ;{ﬁd of bis Country, and bis Perfon, if polfible, fecured.”
——My Predeceflors, it may be here obferved, both in Language and Condufl, cqualled at leaft, oc
rather exceeded, every Thing of which I am now accufed. fhave faid chat Bulwant Sing wever was
Zemindar of Benares or Glazipoor (*); in Proof of this, 1 appeal to Bolwant Sing’s own Propofals
to Major Munro, dated the 211t November 1764 : < If you, Geatlemen, chufe to poffes your-
s felves of Shujah ud Dowlab’s Country, T will agree to hold the Sircars of Benares, Gauzipoor,
« Joinpoor, Bidigur, &c. on the fame Terms as I hold them from Shujah ud Dowlah.” Of whefe
Country were the Englith fuppofed to intend a Seizure 2—Of Sbujab ud Dowlab’s. Who held the
Four Sircars here mentioned ?—Bulwant Sing. Ot whom did he hold them ?—Of Shujab ud Dow-
lsb, By what Denomination are they defcribed 2—As Parts of Shujab ud Dowlab’s Country.  Every
Word of the Propofal proves that Shujah ud Dowlah was Sovereign of thofe Sircars, and that a
Seizure of Shujah ud Dowlah’s Country neceffarily include (") the Seizure of Benares, Gauzipoor,
Joinpoor, Bidjigur, &c. 11ad Bulwant Sing poflefied a feparate Territory, the Congueft of Shujab
ud Dowlab’s Country would not have been tantamount to a Seizure of Buhwant Sing's. Had be been
Prince or Zemindar of thofe Provinces, he would naturally and of courfe have named them, in
his Propofals, < my Sircars,” or “ my Zcmindary ;" and his drzee, or Propofal, muft, according
to the univerfal Cultom of the Country, have been figned by him % Zemindar of the Mahils of
“ Benaes, &c. &c.” Through that whole War, which terminated in the entire Defeat of Shujah
ud Dowlah, Bulwant Sing’s Conduét was alternately treacherous to his Mafter and to us. His
Yirft Junction with us is acknowledged by the Court of Dircfors, in the Letter of the 26th of
May 1768, to have been « of fignal Service to us,” and I do notdeny it; but the whole Corref-
pondence of the Bengal Gavernment in the Years 1764 and 1765, proves that he never did us any
other Service : That he was fufpetted, a faithlefs and a dangerous Ally ; and that but for ghe Treaty
made with him by the Commander of our Army, the Governor and Council would have « feized bis
< Perfon, ond transferred bis Diftrifls to anotber.”  (See ad Report of the Sele Committee, Pages
4 and g, &c.) BulwantSing d inﬁin the Year 1770, his Son Cheyt Sing fuceeeded to his Rights,
as Zemindar of Gungapoor, The Appointment of Farmer or Colle®or of Benares and Gauzipoor
reverted of Courfe to the Vizier his Sovereign : I muft obferve, that in the Tranflations of the
Perfian Papers, both of thofe and the preceding Times, great Confufion occurs, in the Applica-
tion of pecaliar and definite Terms, with a loofe and unguarded Signification ; for in Twenty dif-
ferent Documents at leaft, quated in the Second Report of the Select Committee, Bulwant Sing’s
Farm or Colletifon, is ftyled his ¢ Zemindarry” Ineed go no farther than the 5th Article of the
T'reaty of Lliabad : (See 2d Report, 10th Page) : « His Highnels Shwjah ud Dowlah engages in the
« moft folemn Manner to continue Bulwant Sing in the Zemisdaries of Benares, Gauzipoor, &, &c. ;"
and in the yth Article of the fame Treaty, itis refolved % 20 reflore 10 bis Highnefs tbe Country of Be-
¢ nares, and the other Diftri€ts now rested by Bulwant Sing:” Bosk of thele Articles cannot be admitted
in their true and literal Senfe.  If the Zemindary belonged to Bulwant Sing, he could not be faid to
went it he paid Tribute only. If the Country. did not delong to Shujah ud Dowlah, it could not
be reftored to him. In fhort, the Word ¢ Zemindary' is ufed by our Tranflators in a lax Senfe, to fig-
nify Diftrict or Province : This is evident from the Letter of the Bengal Government to the Court
of {Dire&ors of 11th September 1770 (fee 2d Report, 1oth Page) : * In our former Letter, ‘Gentle-
«¢. men, we exprefled our Sentiments of the Confequence it was to your Affairs, that the Secceffon to
s the Zemindary of Benares thould continue in the Familyy but ihat it was a dalicate Point to accom-
& plifb-with the Fizier."—Why was this & delicate Poiwt? The Third Paragraph of Mt Burke’s
ThirdCharge, peremptorily ftates, thaton the Death of Bulwant Sing ¢ his:Son Cheyt Sing fuc-
“ ceeded 10 his Rights and PretenGons.” The Delicagy of the Point copfifted precifely in:the lfgwof
Righty for had Bulwant Sing been real and hereditary Zemindar, the' Stpeellion would have gone
10 his Son. of cour/e, there being in India np fuch Cultom as Difinheritance 2 Thés Cirewmfionce proves
alfo, that Bulwant Sing was na? the Zemindar; for in thar Cale it muft have dewalved tobim by In-
heritarice: Inftead of which, he writes to Rajah Shitabroy (feg ad Beporty Pm) v i g

‘Powlalt's. Dominions,

“ the Intention of the Englith Geatlemen to"take Poffeffion of - s
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« T will agree to hold Benares and Gavzipoor, &cc. wbich bave long been under my Furi/difion, on the
« fame Terms from the Company as 1 did from Shujah ud Dowlah.”  Here was precifely the Place *
to have pleaded his Rigbt of Poffefion, and his Title by Inberitance : Inftead of which, he only fays,
thofe Places had loag been under his Jurifdiction, which (if any Meaning be annexed to the Words)
muft imply that they were not always fo. 1 muft quote another #art of this Bengal Letter of 1oth
Seprember 1770 (2d Report, Page 11): ¢ A jealous, fulpicious Difpofition of the old Rajah,
« affifted by the Diftruft of their own Children, inherent in the Minds of the People of this Country,
¢ may pe/fibly have been the Reafon why the Son was nat included in the Treaty of 17655 for bad
S be expreffed a Wih to fecure the Zemindary in bis own Family, a Doubt can fcarcely be formed,
« &c—But fulpicious, probably, of the Confequences that bis Sun * fbould think be bad a Right to
¢ the Succeffion, his whole Aim feemed to center in Self-fecurity, withuut the leatt Atrention to the
¢ Good of his Pollerity.”—1 anfwer, every Word of this, if it be really applicable ro Bulwant Sing’s
State of Mind, prdves beyond a Doubt, that be was not the Zemindary for, as Zemindar, his Son muff
have fucceeded, in the Language of the Charge itlelf'; and it was a Matter perteéily indifferent to
the State of the Cafe, whether Bulwant Sing exprefied or did not exprefs his Wifhes on that Head :
But if he really were < fufpicivus of the Confequences that bis Son fhosld THINK be bad a Ricur to
“ the Succeffion,” it is demonttrable that he knew the Son to have no Right; tor had he a Righ,
Bulwant Sing could neicher fupprefs a Knowledge of it from his Son, nor controvert its Effeéts, It
would have been a clear, entailed, hereditary Eftaie, of which it was mutually indifferent to the
Father and to the Son what each might feparately think.~When Cheyt Sing, by the Influence of the
Company, was confirmed in the Place which his Father had held as Farmer or Collector for the
Vizier, he paid, as a Gift or Nuzzeranah, a Sum amounting to nearly 200,000 Pounds, and in-
creafed his Rent near 30,000 Pounds per Annum; ¢ by which” (Mr, Burke fays) ¢ he becume
¢ a Purchafer, for valuable Confiderations of his Right and Inheritance in the Zemindary aforefuid.”
I do not profels to underitand bew a Man can be faid to purchafe of another that which the other bas nos
to fell. Tothe Kighis, the Charge exprefsly declares Cheyt Sing 1o have fuccceded by the Death of
his Father @ The Inheritance itelf is that very Right; 1o that Cheyt Sing purchated what he had
already ; and the actual Funétions of his Office, the Colledlion of the Rents, and the Government
of the Diftritts, &c. were obligingly thrown into the Account, Butr why did the Vizier exaét
£. 200,000 on the Death of Bulwant Sing ?~—Afluredly becaule, as Sovereign of the whale Coun-
try, he poflefled and exercifed the Right of levyimg Fines, and that to an arbitrary Amount, as
appears by the 2d Report of the Select Committee. I know not how we can deny the Exiftence
0? many defpotic Principies in the Mogul Syftem of Government; but wherever rhofe exift the
Powers of the Prince will be every Thing, and the Rights of the Subjet nothing. = Shujah ud
Dowlah fired Cheye Sing (. 200,000, and [. 30,000 per Annum; which, at only Ten Years
Purchafe, is £. 300,000; in all, [ 500,000 for the mere Inveftiture of what in the Charge is
flated to be his Right of Inberitomce. 1, who was vefted by my Station with exuétly the fame
Powers as were exercifed by Shujah ud Dowlah, never chought of a greager Yine as a Punithment
for the moft ﬂag;rant Offences.  Cheyt Sing fucceeded of eourfe to bis Father's Treafures (See Lieut.
Colonel Harper’s Evidence, Appendix to 2d Report), not by any Teftamentary Form, not by any
Permiffion of the Vizier, not by any Intermediation of his Friends, but by Right of Inberitance.
Are there Two or more Species of Rights of Inberitance ? All that the Father could call his own came
to the Sony what he held of his Sovereign reverted o its Owner.  The Dignity, the Power, the
Profit confequent on the Government, were Matters which the Vizier had a Righe to fell, and
which Cheyt Sing might have a Preference in purchaling, if the Two Parties could fetle their
Terms. Bulwant Sing had faved great Sums of Money out of his Government, by Colonel Har-
per’s Evidence ; it was therefore an Object of Cheyt Sing to fucceed to his Father’s Leafe, even on
Terms fomewhat lefs advantageous. The Government, or Leale (or by whatever other Tide of
Poffeflion Bulwant Sing had exercifed Authority in Benares) was, at the Father's Death, procured
for the Son; and as the General Letter from Bengal, dated 31t O&ober 1770 (See 2d Report, Page
11th) exprefsly ttates, Cheyt Sing was * confidered by the Vizier as holding that Country o# 1be feme
Terms as his Father.” . Buolwant Sing, I have proved above, held only i Capite; the Son therefore,
at this Time, held only im Capire alfo: And Colonel Harper, who acknowledges that Bulwant
Sing had but a Life Interef in the Lands, muft be mittaken, where, in quoting from Mermory, he
gives Evidence, that < the Sunnud to Cheyr Sing was granted 10 bim and bis Heirs.” It 15 allowed
on all Sides, that the Lester of the Treaty of Allahabad did sot extend to Bulwanst Sing’s Heirs (fce
2d Report, 1::?: 12th). The Vizier therefore 'was perfeflly juftifiable in refuling to acknewledge
it farthery and in my Deputation to Benares, in 1773, Il procured a new Treaty, for the
exprefs Purpofe of fettling this Point to Cheyt Sing’s Satisfaction. It may be remarked, that all
the governing Powers of Hindoftan are extrémely averfe to any T'reatics or Agreements which
are Qeclared to be Jinding on Pofferity s and T have had frequent Difficulties in many Negociations
with the native Princes on this Head ; they have slways pleaded ¢ that it was againft the Cuftom
& of their Country.”—It muft be admited, that the Council in 1773 conceived fume Doubts to
exift fomenty ”:f:ﬁ;&hg the Validity or the Extent of the Firft Supulations in Behalf of Cheyt
Sing, or they would not kave empowered me to remew them. .And Iam warranted in having de-
clared in my Narrative, « that Cheyt Sing obtained from our InBucnce, cxerted by myfelff,; the
* Firft legal Title 'tb}t kis Family cver pofiefied of Property in the Land, of which he, till then,
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* was only the Aumil, and of which he became the acknowledged Zemindar, by a Sunnud granted
®¢ to him by the Nabob Sujuh Dowlah, et my Inflance, in the Month of September 1773." The Fa-
ther was no more than Aumul, as I have amply proved ;5 on his Deceafe the Son precifely fucceeded
to his Rights and Pretenfions, as the Charge ftates——be therefore became Aumi/; and if he ever
was Zemindar, it could only be derived from the Sunnud of 1773. In 1774 the Majority of the
new Council General adopred, in the Cafe of Shujah ud Dowlah’s Son, the Syftem formerly fup-
ported by Shujah ud Dowlah in the Cafe of the Son of Bulwant Sing.  They decided that the Treaty
made with the Father did not bind them with refpeét to the Son.  In Joth Cafes my Opinion had
been uniform and confiftent. . In 1770 I thought that the Agreement made between Shujah ud
Dowlah and Bulwant Sing was virtually in Force, though one of the contratting Parties were dead,
and that Cheyt Sing ftood precifely in the Place of his Father. In 1774, I thought thur the
Treaty we had entered into with Shujah ud Dowla continued to bind the Company ; and that his
Son, Afoph ud Dowlah, had in every Refpect fucceeded to his Father’s Engigements, as well as
his Dominions. In both Cafes my Judgment has been unfortunate; the latser, however, procured
the Company a large Addition of Territory and Revenue, on the Appropriation and Management
of which, as the Majority of the Council decided againf my Opinion, their Sentiments alone, and
not mine, arc to be confidered in whatever relates to the Tranfaction. I muit therefore except to
the Ufe made by Mr. Burke, and to any Ufe whatever being made, of any Minutes delivered
in Council by me on that Occafion, as thofe Minutes were no Part of the Caufe or Motive
on which the Majority alled ; and therefore, as far as any Good or Evil arofe out of the
A& idelf, T am rtorally unconneéted with it.  General Clavering, Colonel Monfon, and Mr.
Francis, in their Minute of 7th December 1775 (lee 2d Report, 23d Page), fully acquic
me, ¢ the Meafure” (they fay) ¢ is ftri€tly and exclufively ours.  The original Plan was
¢ oppofed in every Step by the Governor General and Mr, Barwell.”  Upon the fame Principle I fo-
lemaly difclaim all Connection with, and even all Knowledge of, any « improper and fraudulent
« Tranfalions with regard to the Symbols of Inveftiture which ought to have been given to the
¢« Rajah; and the Form of the Deeds by which the faid Zemindarry ought to have been granted,”
as ftated in the 13th Article of the Charge. 1 am not refponfible for the A&s of the Majo-
rity, nor ior the Aéts of Mr. Fowke their Refident at Benares, who acted wholly under their
Authority, and over whom I had not the Shadow of an Influence ; I was at that Time buta Spec-
tator of what was doing, a mere Cypher at the Board,
¢ If there were any Miftakes in the Modes of Inveftiture, or the Forms of the Deeds, they were
without my Concurrence; and as I cannot even now conceive what Purpofc fo pitiful an Artifice
could be fuppofed to anfwer, 1 will pofitively affert they could not be fraudulent. Mr. Francis, who
is the furviving Member of that Majority, ¢ 20 which the Meafure firiélly and exclufrvely belonged,” is
alone amenable for every Part of it, for its Juformalities, as well as for its Merits; for any ¢ com-
 plicated, artificial, and fraudulent Management,” that might take Place in the Courfe of its Exe-
cution, as well (*) for the Grounds on which it was propofed : For my own Part (after difclaiming all
Pretenfions to any particular and exclufive Duty on me to attend to the duc Infertion of all Tranf-
altions on the Company’s Records, which Duty I conceive to be that of the Secretary, under the
Dircétion of thofe who had the Authority 3 and alfo after profefling molft religioufly that I did
never, either direétly or indirettly, procure the Omiffion of a Syllable of any public Document
whatever, which ought to have been tranfmitted to the Court of Diredtors) I do moft folemnly
affirm and declare, that 7 did not, at the Time fpecified, meditate to make any evi! Ufe whatever of
the Deeds which are ftated to have been withholden from the Company j—that 1 did so¢ (until the
very Day when I ficft read it in the Charge) know that fuch Deeds had been withholden, and that
I fhould at all Times have loathed and fpurned at the mere Idea of grounding any Meafure of
mine en fo fhallow and bafe a Manceuvrey 1 may be allowed to add, that while the Counterparts
of the Deeds exifted, all Concealment on our Side was equally ridiculous and incffeftual; it is an
invariable Form, that the Caboolict, on (*) Agreement with the Zemindar, is always Word for Word
the fame as the Potta or Leafe. After all, I have been combating with a Shadow, for what were
thefe Deeds which were fupprefled ? The only Deed or Inftrument of Cheyt Sing’s Inveftiture was
the Swnnud or Charter, and the Potta or Leafe, which arc expreffcd in the Charge to have been
regularly made out, and tranfmitted I know -of no other. No Summuds were ever dent 1o the
Court of Directors, nor any Papers in the original Language. o e

“P AR T IH

« I'MEAN to prove fully, in its proper Place, that I never gave Permfitﬂbn»to any Agent torefign
for me the Office of Governor General, I can hereonly gffert it ; bur whenilieneral Clavering attempted
to affume the Chair which I had xo# vacated, I was warranced in fupporsiag my Authority by every
Means in my Power : I was warrsnted in ftyling him ** my Opponent,” and warranted in treating every
mifplaced Mark of Homage to kim a3 a Perfonal Difrefpect to myfelf 1-—When, therefore, I affirmed .
that Cheyt Sing had deputed .an Agent, with an éxprefs Commiffion to.comy nt General Cla-
vering on his Accefion to the Governiment, I affirmed & Fal certainly crion

't sl and offenlive to the
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Company’s Government, inafmuch as it was an officious and premature Interference on the Part of
the Rajah,—pregnant in itfelf with very great Difadvantages ta the due and orderly Adminiftration of
Affairs, and deeply injurious, by the Example it held out to others, tor taking Part in the Diflentions
which at that Time harraffed our Councils. In Cheyt Sing’s Cale it was particularly obnoxious,
becaufe all Correfpondence with bins (as with othier native Powers) was by the Company’s Orders
conduéted through the Medium of the Governor General ; the Rajab, therefore, had no Right, no
Pretext, for paying fuch a Compliment to General Clavering, unul bis Acceffion to the Chair had
been notified in Form; nor can it be urged, in the prefent Inftance, that {uch Notitication was duly
made; for, granting (as I believe I may) that General Clavering had iffued, in his afiunmed Charaéter
of Governor General, Information to that Purport, Cheyr Sing had a Vakeel in Culcutta, whote
exprels Bufinefs 1t was to fer his Maftter right, and for that Purpofe he might have had, ard bad, at
all T'imes free Accefs to my Houle and Apartment; and 7 alfo caufed immoediate Official Dif-
patches to be fent off to the different Country Powers to affure them of my Continuance in Admi-
niltration, I urged this AQ ot the Rajeh at the Time it tock Placey, and 1 now vrge it, as a 'roof
of the Readincfs which he fhewed to foment, or even to take Part in any Divsfions of our Govern-
ment; it always appeared to me indecent with refpect to my Office, unjuftifiable with refpe to
bis Situation, and a Proot of his rooted Dilaffeétion to the Englifh Adminiltration.  Whether or
not [ Perfonally forgave him, is of no Confequence : T never fought to punmith him bur on pulie
Grounds,  And had he faichiully diicharged his Duty to the Company, he would never have
heard a Syllable of my Relentment,  Implacability to my lnferiors is no Parr of my Charafler.
I am acculed ** "Vhac having obrained, in my Cafting Vote, a Muajority in Council on the Death
“ of §ir Johin Clavering and My, Monfon, I did fuddenly, and without any previous gcneral
s« Communication with the Members of the Board, by a Minute of Confultation of the gth of
« July 1778, make an extraordinary Demand, namely, that the Rajab of Benares fhould conlent
¢ to the Ltablithment of ‘Three regular Battalions of Sepoys, to be raifed and maintained ac hiw,
¢« own LExpence.” T anfwer, that on the 6th of July ar Night a Packet was received trom Mr
Baldwin at Cairo, with an Account (deemed fully authentic by the whole Council) that War Lad
been actually declured and commenced berween Greae Britun and France. 1t was my Duty to pro-
pole Meafures in Confequence of this Intellizence, without Lofs of Time.  Accordingly, un the gth of
July, after an Interval ot only T'wo Davs, I gave in at che Council Board a Ylan ot Goneral Ineo e fe
for our Military and Marine Eftablithments, to mect the Exigencies of the Moment,  [very M-
ber of our Government felt the Neceffity of the Mealure, and we were for Once unanimous. My
Propofitions, which embraced every Part of the Company’s Dependencies on that Side.of Todu,
could not, without glaring and very fufpicious Partiality, have omitted the Territories’of ‘Cheye
Sing. [ allotted what I thou:ht (and fil 1hink) a very moderate Portion of ihe newly-incurred
Burthen of the War to him: Had my Colleagues been ot a different Opinion, they might have
propoled a Modification, or a total Exemption. They did neither.  While they admitted the
Neceflity of the actual Demand, they did nos object to the Sum: And the Decifion of future Right
(on which there appeared fome Shadow of Hefitation) was, by General Conlent, refeired to our
Superiors (fee 2d Report, 26th Page).  On this Right ouf Superiors did mowver decide while Cheyt
Sing continued at Benares, though our Minutes on the Subjec arrived in Londan: the r2ilf of April
17979.—~Tbeir Silence bad 4l the Effeé? of Acquiefcence. 'The Rajah is faid to have aflerted, that Thad
promifed this fixaction thould continuc but for One Yiar, and fhould not be drawn into Precedent.—
I now moft folemnly declare, tbar I never made any fuck Promife s and that [ had ellectually precluded
myfelf from making it, the Minutes themitlves will weltify : for in our Firft Debate on the Subjedt,
I agreed to add 1o my original Motion for raifing the Troops the following Words, ¢ and ¢ be dif-
“ banded at the End of the War,” (fec 2d Report, 26th Page). After this I muft have affelted a Spiric
of Prophecy, to pretend that the Demand fhould exilt enly for One 2ear. ‘The War contipued in
1779, and the Demand was accordingly renewed. It met with Prevarication, Fxcule, and Pro-
craftination, on the Part of the Rajah. ~ On the Third Year his Delays: grew fhill more perplexing,
and indicated. the ﬁrongcﬁ Signs of determined Difobedience. Sce all the Bengal Cq»féfulxhti()x‘»s
of that Perind, as exhibited in the 2d Report of the Select Committee, By this Time I confidercd
myfelf as aiting on ibe furef Grounds, "The Leuers from our Superiors, in Anfwer to chofe of the
Two preceding Years from us, containgd no One. Sintence which could be decmed-a Difapproval
of our Tranfactions with the Rajah of Benares, As the Subje@ had been fully and repeatedly
before them, it was impoflible to fuppofe they had overlooked it Witk my Hands tbus firen thened
by the implied Approbation of my Employers, as the Exigencies of the War grew daily morc prefling,
I moved in Council, “ That Cheyt Sing might be required to furnifh fuch Cavalry as he could
. & fpare, with an exprefs Declaration to him, that they. thould be returned at the Clofe of the War o
and this was done by the Advice and Recommendation of Sir Eyre Coote.  The Rajah certainly
maintained a confiderable Body. of Cavalry, He admisted Thirteen hundred, and 1 know they
‘were many mare, _In the War with the Rohillas he furnithed Five hundred to his then Sovereign,
Shujah Ud Dowlah (fee Supplement to 2d Report, . 12th Page), and General Clavering would
have: recommended to- him to keep up Two Thoufond : This was the Number I demanded ; but
on his repeated Reprefentations, I gradually lowered my Requilition to One thaufgnd. He
_acknowledged to have Thirteen hundred, and yet. offesed but Five bundred to the %’ompany.
My Patience way exhaufted by fuch "rfpcatchA&s of Contumacy, and I determined (1
' repeat

»
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rqpeat it) to convert them into an Advantage for the Company’s Affairs, 1 confidered the
Light in which fuch Behaviour would have been viewed by his native Sovereign, and I refolved
he {hould feel the Power he had fo long infulted. Forty or Fifty Lacks of Rupees would have
been a moderate Fine for Shujah Ud Dowlah to exa& ; he who had demanded 25 Jacks for the
mere Fine of Succeflion, and received 20 in Hand, and an encreafed Rent tantamount to cone
fiderably above 50 Lacks more: And therefore 1 rejected the Offer of 'T'wenty, with which the
Rajah would have compromifed for his Guilt when it was too late, It I ever talked of felling the
Company’s Sovereignty over Benares to the Nabob of Qude, it was but in ferrorem; and no fub-
fequent Act of mine warrants me to have ferioufly intended it: If I ever threatened to difpoflefs
the Rajah of his Territories, it is no more than what my Predeceffors (without Rebuke from their
Superiors, or Notice taken of the Expreflion) had withed and intended to have done to his Father,
even when the Company bad no Pretenfions to the Sovercignty of the Countrys’it is no more
than fuch a legal Aet of Sovereiznty as his Behaviour juftified, and as I was juttified in by the Inten-
tions of my Predeceflors.  If I pretended to feize upon his Forts, it was in full Conviction that
a Dependant on the Company, guaranteed, maintained, and proteCted in his Country by the Com-
pany’s Arms, had no Occafion for Forts, had no Right 1o them, and could hold them for no
other than fufpected and rebellious Purpofes : None of the Company’s other Zemindars are per.
mitted to maintain them; and even our Ally, the Nabob of the Carnatic, has the Company’s
Troops in all his Garrifons; Policy and Public Safety abfolutely require it. What State could
exift, that allowed its inferior Members to hold Forts and Garrifons, independent of the fuperior
Adnuniftration ?—It is a Solecifm in Government to fuppole it.

“P A R T Ild.

« I REMO VED Mr. Fowke from Benares on Political Grounds, againft the Orders of the
/éurt of Diretors, becaule I thought it neceffary that the Refident there fhould be a Man of my
own Nomination and Confidence; I avow the Principle, and think no Government can fubfiit
without it.  ‘The Punifhment of the Rajah made no Part of my Defign in Mr, Fowke’s Removal,
or Mr. Markham’s Appointment, nor was his Punithment an Objeét of my Contemplation at the
Time. 1 removed Mr. Fowke, to appoint Mr. Markham ; an Appointment of my own Choice,
and a Signal to notify the Reftoration of my own Authority, as I had betore removed Mr, Fowke,
and appointed Mr. Graham, for the fame Purpofe. '

¢ The Charge alds, ¢ It was foon after that I prepared for a Journey to Benares.” This is not
true :—The interval of Time is evidently fhortened, for the Purpole of forcing the Inference before
drawn from my Appointment of the new Refident. This Appointment was made carly in Fe-
bruary, and 1 left Calcutta in July,

* I deny that the Defign of exacting a Penalty from Rajah Cheyt Sing for his contumacious Be-
haviour, was either ** wicked” or ¢ perfidious,” as is ftated in the Charge. 1 admit that I did not
enter iten the Confultations, becaufe it was not neceffary 3 even this Plan itfelf of the Fine was not
a fixed Plan, but to be regulated by Circumftances, both as to the fubftantial Execution of it, and
the Mode: Nay, I will aver, that I had drawn up a Review of our whole Political Connexions,
extended even as faras Guzzerat, and given a Copy of it to Mr, Wheler, containing a Varicty of
Modes, from which I meant to draw tome Relief of Alliance, Power, or Finance, to fave them
from the Ruin which was accumulating around them; and this Plan of the Fine, asl recolleét,
made a Part of it. But was it neceflary, as an Official Obligation upon me, or would it have
been prudent that 1 fhould enter upon our Confultations every fpeculative Refource to which the
Exigency of our Affairs might eventually compel me to have Recourfe? And was I precluded from
.avaling myfelf of any fuch Refources, when the Occafion required them, and the Means were
afforded me, becaufe the Delign of them had not before been entered on our Confultations ?
In what Part of the Company's Standing Orders, nay, I may add, in what Code of Common

- Senfe, is fuch a Rule prefcribed to me? In this Charge [ am blamed for ¢ the long Concealment,
and * late Commupication” of this Intention (viz. of the Fine), Time not being allowed to my
 Colleague to confider the Nature and Confequences of fuch a Proje&, or to advife any Precau-
¢ tion concerning the fame."—The Grounds on which this Charge is founded are, that although
I communicated my Intentions to Major Palmer in June, it does not appear that I.communicated
them to Mr, Wheler till the Eve of my Departure, It is fuppofed that the Eve means the pre-
ceding Night : Affuredly it will admit of a larger Conftru&tion, From my ‘Regollection, ar this
Diftanceot Time, I will venture to affirm, that my Intentions were communicsted to Mr. Wheler
Jome Weeks before my Deparinre I believe 1 may fay, almoft as foon as they were formed, for I was
then in the Habit of the moft confidential Intercourfe with him; nay, 1think it probable that chey
were communicated to him even before they were to Major Palmer, gs that Gentleman atrived in
Calcutta only a very fhort Time before my Deparruse, which'was en-the yth- of July. lavow
my Intention of fining Cheyt Sing Fifty Lacks. Tbis was the +* Improwement of the Interelt which
« the Company‘pmﬂgﬁ%d in the Zemindarey,” alluded to in my Minute on. she Occafion. And
us [ own myfelf not to have forefeen Cheyt Sing’s Flight -or, Rebellion, I did conceive it pof-
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fible to have formed an Arrangement of this Kind % wish the Rajab,"wand it was certainly. *
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This I will g:c)vc at large: A Fine was what I meant to exatt—and #o fine was a Right exprefsly re-
ferved to the Company (fec a Secret Leteer from the Governor General and Council of Bengal,
dated 15th Janvary 1796—i. c. General Clavering, Coloncl Monfon, and Mr, Francis): ¢« Wk
s¢ thought it advi(cab{c to fix a proper Weight and Standard, to be invariably obferved Ly the
« Rajah in all Money which might be coined, on Pain of forfeiting the Mins, and being liabl: to
“ any Penalty the Board might tbink fit to impefe, on the Firft Inftance of any Deviauon.”
The fame Sovercignty which could dictate fo authoritatively on one Occafion, muft have had an
equal Right in others ; and therefore the Exaction and Payment of a Penalty was confomant (o the
Engagements between the Company and the Rajab. Shujuh ud Dowlah levied a Fine, on the Death
of the Father, for invefting the Son. Here then we have a Second Right wade over, with the
other Appendages of S&vereignty, to the Company. Had not our powerful Incerpofion pre-
vented the Confequences of Bulwant Sing’s Treachety to his Mafter, in 1764, Shujah ud Dowlah
would probably have exerted, with fignal Rigour, a Third Right of Fluumg, and have furnithed
me witg a Precedent full in Point to my Treatmene of Cheyt Sing.  The Inference therefore is,
that the Right of Fiming was general—perhaps arbitrary ; but for sbat 1 am not refponfible : It is
a Defet woven into the Texture of the Mogul Syftem—It will no Doubt be molt happy for the
Inbabitants of Afia, when the defpotic In%itutcs of Jengheez Khawn or Tamerlane fhall give
Place to the liberal Spirit of a Britith Legiflature; and I fhall be amply fatisfied in my prefent
Profecution, if it fhall tend to haflen the Approach of an Livent fo benceficial to the great Interefts
of Mankind. In my Narrative of the fubfequent Tranfactions between Cheyt Sing and myfelf,
compofed while all the Circumftances were ftrong in my Recolleétion, I have detailed every Par-
ticular neceffary for a complete Comprehenfion of the painful Part I had to fupport.—To the Co-
lourings which are put upon many of my Expreffions by the Subtilties of Conftruction, I thall make
few or no Obje&tions. Truth is my immediate Aim, and I cannot ftep out of my Way to glean
vp every cafual Infinuation ; otherwife I might obferve, that 1 cannot well conceive why, on my
Refufal to fee the Rajah, it fhould be pronounced that I ¢ radely and snfolently forbad kis Vifit”
Is it rude to be peremptory ? or is Refolution Infolence ? if he were a great Prince, 1, as repre-
fenting his Sovereign, thould feem a grear Kimg. 1 gave the Rajah in Writing my Charges
refpeting his Condut, ¢ informal” perhaps, and * drregular;” for where. fhould I have
acquired the legal Precifion requilite for a Special Pleader 2 but certainly fubftantial, and
momentons, and juff. 1 have faid that his Anfwer was * not only unfatistatory in Sub-
flance,—but offenfive in Style.” I repeat the Aflertion noto, that near Five Years fince clapfed
have cooled my Refentments (if I ever had any) and that my Fecelings are no longer
interefted by concomitant Circumftances, It was filled with fhufling Excufes and palpable
Falfehoods. It ftated that the Rajsh had furnithed the additional Five Lacks of Rupees
“ with the utmoff Readinefs i and that he had * taken 4 Pemalty Bond from his Aumils that
¢¢ they thould keep mo Thicves in their Diffricts.””  Was all this true, or fatisfailory, or decent 21
had now Reafon to fulpet that the Rajah would never come to fugh ¢ an Arrangement” as |
withed, till he had, at leaft in fome (light Degree, felt the Hand of Authority ; and ? accordingly
put him under an Arreft. No Infult, no Menace, no Violence of any Kind, was intended or ap-
plied : I even wrote to him to calm any Apprehenfions for Perfonal Safety which he might be weak,
enough to entertain ; and I received his Anfwer, that ¢ he was entirely free from Concern and
s« Apprehenfion.” What followed I need not here particularize. My Conduct was regulated by
Events which I could neither forefee nor controul. All my original Meafures were broken
through, all my Defigns annihilated, by the barbarous Maflacre of my unarmed T'roops, and the
uncxpeéted Flight of Cheyt Sing. Every Step which I had taken before that fatal Moment is an
incontrovertible Proof, that I had formed no Defign ¢ of feizing upan the Rajah’s Treafures, or of
% depofing him;” and certainly, at the Time when I did form the Defign of making the Punifh-
ment of his former ill Condué fubfervient to the Exigencies of the State, by a large Fine, ¢ [ did
¢ mor believe bim guilty of that premeditated Project fir driving the Englifb out of India, with which [
¢¢ afrerwards charged him.”—Had I been forewarned of this Project in the Extent which 1 after-
wards difcavered, I moit affuredly would have anticipated his Schemes with more folid Effelt, and
without Ferfonal Hazard : 1 would never have propofed to ¢ fettle his Zemindary upon him,” o
any Footing at all. Nothing therefore can equal my Surprize at the Tenor of this Part of the
Charge, except my Incapacity to anfwer, withour Contradiction, Two Accufations totally contra-
dittery. 1Inthe 13th, 14th, and 15th Claufes of this 3d Setion of the 3d Charge, Iam acculed of
Implacability to all the Rajah’s’ humble Submiflions ; of Perfeverance in rejeting all Accommoda.
tion (though feveral Offcrs were made); and of « being filled with Infolence and Malice,” in not re-
plying to the Rajah’s Letters, after he had fo notorioully drawn the Sword of Rcbellion. And in
the 27th Claufe of the fame Seion of the fame Charge, it is affrted, that if I « had conceived
* him, (Cheyt Sing) to bave enterrained traiterous Defigns againft the Company, from whom he
@ held his tributary Eftace, or had been otherwife guilty of fuch enormous Offences as to make it
“ neceflary to take extraordinary Methods for coercing him, i# wewid not bave been proper 1o fetile
“ ‘upon fuch & Traitor and Criminel the Zemindary of Benares, or any other Tenritory, upon the
‘« moft eligible, or upon any other Footing whatever,” Thus am 1 in onc and the fame Charge
 accvfed of ‘being fevere, and told it * wewld ot bave beem proper” for me to have beenslemiens —

Cenfured forintending to fertle the Zemindary upon Cheye Sing, snd Cenfured for having rcjcc’l:ﬁ
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all his Offers towards a Settlement.~1 can only anfwer to this formidable Dilemma, that fo long as
™ conceived Chieyt Sing’s Mifconduét and Contumacy to have me rather than the Company for its
Ob.ect, at keaft to be merely the ffe@ of pernicious Advice or mijguided Folly, without any
formal Delign of openly refifting our Authority, or diicliming our Sovereignty, I looked upon a
confiderable Fine as fuflicient both for his immediate Punithment, and for binding him to future
good Behaviour: | therefore entertained no ferious Thoughts of expelling him, or proceeding
otherwife to Violence 3 but when be and his People broke out into the moft atrocious Aéts of
Rebellien and Murder 3 when the fus fortioris ¢t Lex ultima Kegum were appealed to on his
Part (and without any fufficient Plea afforded him on mine) 1 trom that Moment confidered him
as the [raiwr and Criminal deferibed in the Charges and no Conceffions, no Humiliations, ne
Submiflions, could ever after induce me “to fettle the Zemindary of Benfres, or any other Terri-
“ tory, upon him, on any Footing whatever.” . '
 Minutes delivered by me at the Council Board during the Time that the Ceflion’ of the Sove-
reignty ol Benares and Gauzipeor was negociated with the Vizier, are quoted againft me in the 28th
Claute of this Part of the Charge. Thie Minute in Queftion does undeubtedly contuin my Senti-
menrs at that Penod, but thote Setiments went for Nothing : General Clavering and his Majority-
decived againfl my Opinion 5 % the Meajure 15 firiétly and cxclufively their own ) 1, therefore, have
noiiing tu do with it But when, by the Death of Two who compofd that Majority, I became
fomewhat more than a mere 'ageant in the Adminiftration, I neceflurily refumcd the Bufineis
wheve they had leit ity 1 confidered Cheye Sing precitely what they bad made bim, a tributary
Lincholders not what [ cwonld have made him (but was over-ruled) an independent Prince, and a
powertul Ally, placed as a Barrier berween the Vizier and Government of Bengal.—7 would have
caufed the Company’s Tribute to be received at Pawna within the Company®s Provinces: Téey
caufed 1t to reccaved at Benares.—I would have renounced the Sovereignty of his Country :
They affumed 1. The Sovereignty which they affumed, it fell to my Lot, very unexpeedly,
to exert; and whether or not ¢ fuch Powers, or Powers of that Nature, were delegated o
«“ me by any Provilions of any A¢t of Parliament,” 1 confels myfelf too little of a Lawyer
to pronoance. I only know, that the Acceprance of the Soverdgoy of Benaies, 8cc. is not ac-
knowledged or admitted Ly any At of Parliamenty und yet, by the particular Interference
ol the Muajority of the Council, the Company is clearly and indifputably ieized of that So-
vereignty.  That ity thercfore, the Sovereigmty of Benares, as ceded to us by the Vizier, have
any Rights whatever annexed to it (and be not a mere empty Word without Meaning) thofe Rights
muil be fuch as are held, countenanced, and eltablithed by the Law, Cuftom, and Ufage of the
Mopul Fanpire, and not by the Provilions of any Britith A& of Parlament. hitherto enaled.
Theje Kights (and none other) T have been the involuntary Inftrument of enforcing.  And if any
future Act of Parliament (ball pofitively, or by Implication, tend to annibilate thofe very Rights,
or their Lxertion, as I have exerted them, I much fear, that the boalted Sovereigny of Benares,
which was held up as an Agguifition almoft ebtruded upon the Company, againft my Confent and
Opinion (for 1 acknowledge that, even then, 1 forefaw many Difficultics and Inconveniences in its
future Exercife), I fear, 1 1ay, that this Sovereignty will be found a Burthen inftead of a Benefit;
a heavy Clog rather than a precious Gem w its prefent Pofiiffors, 1 mean, unlefs the Whole of
our ‘territory in that Quarter fhall be vounded and made an uniform compaét Body, by One grand
and tyftemuts: Arrangement ; fuch an Arrangement as fhall do away all the Michicts, Doubts, and
Inconveniences (both to the Governors and the Governed) arifing from the Variety of Tenuges,
Rights, and Claims in all Cafes of Landed Property and Feudal Jurifdiction in ladia; from
the Informality, Invalidity, and Inftability of all Engagements in fo divided and unfettied a State
of Society; and from the unavoidable Anarchy and Confufion of different Laws, Religions, and
Prejudices, meral, civil, and political, all jumbled together in One unnatural and difcordant
Mafs. Every Part of Hindeltan has been conftantly expoled to thefe and. fimilar Difadvantages
ever fince the Mahomedan Conquefts. The Hindoos, who never incorporated with their Con-
ucrors, were kept in Order only by the ftrong Hand of Power. The conftant Neceffity of fimi.
lar [xertions would increafe at once their Energy and Extent, fo that Rebellion itfelf is the Parent
and Promoter of Detpotifm, '

« Sovereignty in India implies nothing elfe; for T know not how we can form an Eftimate-of its
Powers but from its vifible Effets—and thofe are every where the fame, from Cahool to Affam,
The whole Hiftory of Afia is nothing more than Precedents to prove the invariable Exercife of
arbitrary Power. To all this I firongly alluded in the Minutes I delivered in Council, when the
"I'reaty with the new Vizier was on Foot in 17753 and I'withed to make Cheyt Sing independent,
becaufe in India Dependance included a Thoufand Evils, many of which & enumerated: as thag
Time, and they are entered in the gth Claufe of the Firft Section of thin Charge: [ kwew the
Powers with which an Indian Soversignty is armed, .and the Dangers so which Tribusaries are expofed.
1 knew, that from the Hiftory of Afis, and from the very Nature of Mankind, the Subjetts of a
defpotic Empire are always vigilant for the Moment to rebel, and the Sovereign is ever jealous of
rebellious Intentions. A Zemindar is an Indian Subjedt, and as fuck ekpofed to the common Lot
of his Fellows. « The mean and deproved State of & meve Zemmindat™ i, therefore, this very De-
pendance wbove.mentioned on a defpatic Government—this very Pronedefs-to thake off his Alle-
giance, and this very Expofure to continual Dangst from -his'Sovereign's Jealoufy, which g;a«mn-
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fequent on the Political State of Hindoftanic Governments. Bulwant Sing if he 4ad been, and
Cheyt Sing as long as he was, a Zemindar, ftood exactly in this “ mean and depraved State,” by the
Confiitution of bis Country. I did not make it for him, but would have fecured him from it. Thofe
who made bim a Zemindar entailed upon him the Confequences of fo mean and depraved a Tenure.
Ally Verdy Khaun and Coflim Ally fined all their Zemindars, on the Neceffities of War, and on
every Pretence, cither of Court Neceflity, or Court Extravagance.

¢ 1 have but few Words to alledge in my own Behalf on the Depofitions, Affidavits, and other
Teltimonies andexed to my Narrative. Every Man will fee that in fo fingular a Situation I could
do no otherwife. If the Means I made ufe of were the beft in my Power, 1 ftand acquitted of Ne-
glect or ill Intention. The Perfons who have given their feveral Teflimonies on the Occafion were
not feleéted for the Purpofe 3y me, but are fuch as were on the Spot, and who owed their Knowledge
of the Tranfaltieas cither to actual Infpection, or to fharing a Part of the common Difficulties:
How fuch of the Evidence as was attefted upon Oath could be ¢ not fit or decent 10 be taken by a
s« Britifb Magifirate, or 1o be tranfmitted 1o a Britiflh Goverrinens,” 1am ftill at 2 Lofs to comprehend.
I have always thought that an Aflidavit might be fworn to defore any of 1lis Mayefly’s Juflices of the
Peace, whether in or out of the particular and local Jurildi€tion of thar Magiftrace.  Britith SubjeQls
could certainly fwear with Propriety defore no other Perfon whatever, while tuch a Magiftrate was on
the Spot; and if I had neglected this Precaution, I cannot doubt but it would have been converted
into a much more formidable Charge againft me, ¢ that, with every Opportunity for compleatly
« vindicating all the Steps I had taken in this Affair, I had moft fhamefully, and fraudulently, and
“ unjuftifiably omitted to have the feveral Circumftunces detailed in Writing and upon Qath,
¢ although One of His Majefly’s Fuftices was upon the Spot at the 1ime.” 1n a Matter of mere Afli-
davit (no Trial in a Court of Juttice then pending) 1 never have heard that it was ufual, or ex-
pe@ed or neceffary to have a Perfon prelent ¢ to object to the Competence or Credibility, or Re-
s¢ levency of the Affidavit.” To the Admiflion of fuch Objeiions, a Jufhice of Peace, out of bis
local Jurifdiction, is certainly mot competens : It alters the very Nature of the Fun&tion; and would
conftitute a Judicial Procefs between I'wo Partics, before a Judge who holds no Court, and to
whom neither Party is amenable.  But rthefe are Sophiftries totally unconnected  with the muain
Quettion. I deemed Cheyr Sing a Rebel and a Trarror; 1 accordingly rejected his Submiflions,
and expelled him from his Zemindary. ‘The Aflidavits are meant as P7oafs of his Rebellion for
the Satistattion of otbers : My own Conviclion wanted no fuch Afliftunce; nor would any Objeétions
be could have made ever thake a Tittle of my Opinion. My Superiors, the Court of Directors, in
their Letter to Bengal of the 28th January 1784, have faid, ¢ After the Refiftance which the
«¢ Rajah had made, no Countenance could be confiffently fhewn bim; nor was any Mealure for his
¢ Reftoration every propofed.” 7o them, theretore, and to ther Senfe of the Rajak’s Guile, I
may appeal for the Propriety of tranfinitting thofe TeRtimonies. 1t was a Mals of Evidence, which
on the Whole proved the Sufficiency of the Grounds on which I have alled.

“«P A R T 1Vth. and Vith/’

« I AM here accufed of having caufed a Second, and then a Third « Revolution in Benares :™ That
is, the Removal of a Collector or Recciver General of the P'rovince is put on the Footing of a
Difpoffeffion of the immediate Landholder and Zemindar; which amounts ncarly to afferting,
that the Difmiflion of a Miniftry in this Country is as complete a Revolution as the Abdication of
James the Second. The Expulfion of Cheyt Sing was indifpuzably a ¢ Revolution.” | have always
called it fo. The fubfequent Arrangements were mere internal Corrections of a Syflem which Ex-
periment proved to be imperfedt.  When a new Syftem was to be formed with the Succeffor of
Cheyt Sing (who, not bring his Heir, bad no Claim of Right) 1 faw no Objeéiion to making the
Company’s Interefts my firft Principle of A&ion.  The caly Accumulation of too much Wealth
had been Cheyt Sing’s Ruin ; it had buoyed him up with extravagant and il founded, Notions of
Independence, which I very much withed to difcourage in the future Rajah,  Some Part there-
fore of the fuperabundant Produce of the Country I turned into the Coffers of the Sovercign, by
an Augmentation of the Tribute, To the Mint, and the Exercile of Criminal Juftice, we weie
exclufively entitled by the very A of Ceffion from the Viziery and they were both given up to Cheyt
Sing as a Matter of Perfonal Favour only : That we had not given up to himi the Right as well as
the Funtiion, 1s proved by the Paragraph above quoted, where an arbitrary Penaly, and ad/ual
Deprivation, are denounced againft him for the very firft Abafement of Coin, by the Authority of
the Council, without my Participation in the A&, Thefe Two, therefore, I refumed, from Con-
viction of it’s being proper and neceffary {o to do.  The One is held by the Britith Refident, nomi-
nated and appointed by the Company, Mr, Fowke, by whom I believe it to have been moft ho-
nourably conduted y the otber 1 entrufted, with fome new and neceflary Mod fications, to a Ma-
hommedan of the firft Abilities in India, and of the moft unimpeachable Integrity ; under whofe
Adminiftration Tranquillity, good Order, and Security have taken Place in a Degree never before
experienced in Benares.  T'he Inhabitants have greatly increafed fince thar Period, and upwards of
2,500 Foufes (as he informs me in a Letter | have lately reccived trom him) have been added to
the City. ‘T obviate Mifunderftanding, 1 muft obferve, that the Adminiftrator of Criminal Jultice
in Benares.has always been of the Mahommedan Religion, and was always appointed by Shujah wd

S Dowiah
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Dowlah himfelf to the Day of his Death, Of the Events fubfequent to Cheyt Sing’s Expulfion, I

' conceive a very flight Account to be fufficient. I fertled the Affairs of the Zemindary at that Period
with as much Care and Circumfpeétion as the Shortnefs of the Time, and the Variety of my Em-
ployments, would permit. It happened (for which I was by no Means blameable) that the Perfons
in whom I entrufted the executive Powers of the Zemindary, and whont I chofe becaufe they were
the neareft Relations to the Rajah, were inadequate to the Duty. I had Reafon to doubt their In-
tegrity as well as Capacity, and therefore I caufed them to be removed. A Second Experiment
proved equally unfatisfatory, and from the fame Caufes. I was therefore reduced to exert the
fame Remedy; but during thefe neceflary, and 2y me Means extraordinary, Changes of Miniftry,
the Rajah himfelf and his%’coplc were in perfet Security : The very Removal of the effective Ad-
miniftrator, on his oppreflive Conduct and Official Peculation, has operated on the Minds of the
Inhabitants very greatly in Favour of Britifh Integrity and good Government. okt is a Faé, and
I can adduce very many Gentlemen now in London to confirm my Afiertion, that the Countries of
Benares and Gauzipoor were never, within the Memory of Englithmen, o well proteted, {o peace-
ably governed, or more induftrioufly cultivated, than at the prefent Moment: And as for the City
of Benares, I appeal to the Letters which have been lately received from Madajee Scindia, by His
Majefty and the Eaft India Company, and which were written Months after my Departure, to
prove, that my Regulations had not only contributed greatly to the Peace and good Order of that
City, but had extended the Credit and Reputation ofg the Englith Government to every Part of
Indoftan and Deccan.
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Die Martis, 26° Februarii 1788,

HE Lords being in their Places, the Houfe refumed, the ufual Proclamations
made, and the Defendant appearing at the Bar, the Lord Chancellor acquainted
the Managers for the Commons that they might proceed with their Evidence.
~ The Managers for the Commons informed the Houfe that they fhould begin with what
they left unfinifhed Yefterday, and firft produce the Form of the Commiffion to former
Prefidents of the Council at Bengal. That upon Inquiry they found that Governor
Cartier, whq immediately preceded Mr. Haftings as Prcfident of the Council at Bengal,
had no Commiffion as Prefident, but was appointed to that Office in the fame Manner
Mr. Haftings himfelf was: Therefore they would produce the Commiflfion to Mr. Ve-
relft, who was the immediatc Predeceflor of Mr. Cartier, and alfo the immediate
Succeflfor of Lord Clive, the latter of whom had been appointed by a fimilar Com-
miffion with that now about to be produced.

For this Purpofe they called Mr. ROBERT HUDSON, who produced a Book,
intituled, ‘¢ Bengal Difpatches ;” which being delivered in, the following Extraéts
from it were read by the Clerk, viz. Paragraph 7. of the Company’s General Letter
to Bengal, dated 12th January 1768, Page 388 of the faid Book—alfo the Company's
Commiffion, conftituting Harry Verelft Efq. Prefident and Governor of Fort William,
Page 394 of the faid Book ; and the fame ave as follow :

¢ Our Prefident and Council at Fort William 12th January 1468.
in Bengal, Sent per Dutton,
(Queen,
Ankerwyke.

%. ¢ By the Ship Dutton we fend a Commiffion under the Company’s Seal; and an attefted
Copy thereof in the Queen’s Packet, conftituting and appointing the Prefident and Governor and
the reft of the Council at our Prefidency of Fort William in Bengal, in the Order and in the
Manner they are hereunder directed and defcribed, viz,

Harry Verellt Efquire, - - - Prefident and Governor.
John Cartier Efquire, - - Second in Council, and to facceed to the Go-
‘ : vernment in cafe of a Vicancy therein, by the

Deceafe, or othepways, of Mr. Vereltt.

Colonel Richard Smith, - - - Third, but not at any Time to rife higher in
the faid Council than Third.

Mr. Francis Sykes, - . - Fourth.

Mr, Richard Becher, - - - Fifth.

Mr, James Alexander, - - - Sixth.

Mr. Claud Ruffell, - - - - Seventh,

Mr, Thomas Rumbold, - - - Eighth,

Mr. William Alderfey, - - - - Ninth.

M:r. Thomas Keliall, - - - ‘Tenth.

Mr. Charles Floyer, - - - - Eleventh

Mr. Alexander Campbell, - . Twclfth,. and laft of the faid Council.
¢ tath January 1768.
Per Dutton,

Queen
Anker;fykc.

s The United Company of Merchante of Fngland trading to the Eaft Indies, to all to whom
thefe Prefents fhall come, fend, greeting, Know ye that the faid United Company, repofing efpecial
“Truft'and Confidence in the Fideliy, Prudence, Juftice, and CircumfpeQion, of Harry Verelft
Efquire, have made, conftituted, and ordained, and, by thefe Prefents, do make, conftitute, and
ordain the faid Harry Verelit Efquire to be Prefident and Governor of and for all the faid Compa-
ny’s Affairs in the Bay of Bengal, and other the Places and Provinces thereunto belonging in the
Eaft Indies, and allo to be our Governor and Commander in Chief of our Fort William in the
Bay of Bengal, and all the Towns and Territories thereunto belonging, and of all and fingular
the Forts, Faftories, and Settlements, Lands, Territories, Countries, and Jurifdi&ions, belong-
ing to uy within the Subahthip of Bengal, and of all the Forces which now are, or hereafter may
or thall kkmployed for the Service of the faid United Company, in the faid Forts, Tpwns, and
Places, #¥ to execute all and every the Powers and Authorities thereunto appertaining, by Order
and Direaion‘af the Court of Dirc&ors of the faid United Company for the Time being, and to

‘ continue
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continue in the Exercife of the fame during our and their Pleafure, and until the contrary thereof

“fall be fignified, under the Seal of the faid United Company of Merchants of England trading

to the Eaft Indies, or under the Hands of Thirteen or more of the Court of Diretors of the faid
Company for the 1'ime being.  And to the End the faid Harry Verelft may be better enabled to
order and manage all the Affairs of the fuid United Company, we do, by thefe Prefents, conftis
tute and ordain John Cartier Efquire to be Second of our Council of Fort William, next after
our’ faid Prefident Harry Verelft; Colonel Richard Smith to be and continue Third of our faid
Council, and not torilc to a fuperior Rank therein ; Mr. Francis Sykes to be Fourth, Mr. Richard
Becher to be Fifth, Mr. James Alexander to be Sixth, Mr. Claud Ruffell to be Seventh, Mr. Tho-
mas Rumbold to be Eighth, Mr. William Alderfey «to be Ninth, Mr. Thomas Keliall to be
Tenth, Mr. Charles Floyer to be Llcventh, and Mr, Alexander Campbell to be Twelfth, and‘l;}(t
of our faid Council of Fort William, for governing and managing all the faid Comypany’s Affairs
in Bengal, and the Places and Provinces belonging to us as aforefaid ; and we do hereby give and
grant unto our faid Prefident and Governor Harry Verelft, and to our Council aforenamed, or the
major Part of them (the Council being duly fummoned), full Power and Authority from Time to
‘Fime, to rule and govern all and every our Factors and Servants under the faid Prefidency, and all
the Soldiers and Inhabitants of our faid Fort William, and all the Towns and Territories there-
unto belonging, and of all and fingular the Forts, Factories, and Settlements, Lands, Territo-
ries, Countries and Jurifdictions belonging to us within the Subahfhip of Bengal, to adminifter
lawtul Oaths as Occafion thall require, and to do and perform all fuch other A¢ts and Things,
and to ufe and exercife all fuch other Powers and Authorities as the faid Prefident and Governor,
and his Council, in their feveral and refpeétive Places, where the faid United Company have or
fhall have Factors, or any Places ot ‘I'rade, are authorifed to do, according to fuch Inftrutions
and Direttions as the faid MHarry Verelft, our Prefident and Governor, and Council aforefaid,
thall, from Time to Time, reccive, under the Hands of ‘Thirteen or more of the Court of Di-
rectors of the faid United Company for the Time being.  And we the faid United Company do
hereby order and require all our Falors, Servants, Oécers and Soldiers within the Limits of the
faid Prefidency, and all the People and Inhabitants of the faid Fore William, and all the Towns
and Territories thereunto belonging, to conform, fubmit and yield due Obedience unto bim the faid
Harry Verelft, our faid Prefident and Governor, and his Council accordingly.  And forafmuch as
it is altogether neceffary, that in cafe of the Death or Removal of the laid Harry Verelft, our
Prefidency fhould be provided for the Defence and Government thereof, we do theretore, by
thefe Prelents, ordain and appoint, that in fuch Cafe the faid John Cartier ¥iquire fhall imme-
diately be and fucceed in the Place and Charge of Prefident and Governor of Fort William afore.
faid; and, in cale of his Death or Removal, the next in Degree of Council below the faid Colo-
nel Richard Smith fhall fucceed in the faid Prefidency and Government, in as full and ample Man-
ner, and with as large and ample Powers, Privileges, and Authorities, as are hereby granted unto
the faid Harry Verelft, until our further Pleafure be known therein.  And we do hereby revoke,
repeal, annu., and make vold, every former Commiffion or Commiffions, given and granted: by
us, whereby any other Perfon or Perfons was and were conflituted and ordained Prefident and
Governor, and any other Perfons therein named were conftituted and ordained to be of the Coun.
cil at Fort William aforefaid. In Witnefs whereof, we the faid United Company have caufed our
common Seal to be affixed to thele Prefents the Tweltth Day of January, in the Eighth Year of
the Reign of his Moft Excellent Majefty George the Third, by the Grace of God, of Great Bri-
tain, France and Ireland, King, Detender of the Faith, and fo forth, and in the Year of our

Lord One thou.and feven hundred and fixty-cight.
' S
Signed by Order of the Court of Dircé‘tbrs of the faid United Company.

Rob. James, Secretary.

To prove that the Country of Bulwant Sing was always reckoned a Zemindary,
that Bulwant Sing was confidered as a Zemindar, and that he held and enjoyed the
fame through Shujah ul Dowlah, Nabob 'of ‘Oude, and Vizier of the Mogul Em.-
! The Witnefs was direfted to produce the Bengal Secret Confultations of ‘the 6th
‘December 1564. ‘ ‘ K ‘ R

The Managers for the Commons acquainted the Houfe, That: it might tend to
Elucidation, it they ftated, that about ‘this' Time, namely, ~'1~tli‘<:w$@attercﬁnd -of the
Year 1764, a Project was formed for obtaining the Sovereignty ‘over Bulwant Sing for
the Company; which Projedt, however, was given up, and ‘the Sovereignty left with
Shujah ul Dowlah, the ﬁ{mc ‘ot being transferred to the Company till fome Yeats:
after, viz, in the Year 3775, | TR T o

Then the following Extrat from the Confultation, &th December 1764, was mnﬁ |

by the Clerk, and is as follows - Sl
S 6 * Fort
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« -Fort William, 6th December 3764,
‘ s At 2 Confultation; Prefent,
The Honourable John Spencer Efquire, Prefident 3
Charles Stafford Playdell Efquire,
Warren Haftings Efquire,
John Johnitone Efquire,
Samuel Middleton Efquire,
Ralph Leyceiter Efquire,
John Burdett Efquire.
« The Book of Standing Orders on the Table.
¢ The Confultation of the 26th altimo, being wrote fair, was now read, and approved.
¢ Mr. Vanfigtart having fince our laft Meeting embarked for Europe, and Mr. Spencer received
from him the Charge of KEC Governmont, he now takes his Scat as Prefident of the Council, after
having the Oath of Office adminiftered to him.
¢ Received the following Letter frum the Commander in Chief of the Army.

“ To the Honourable Henry Vanfittart Li{quire, Prefident and Governor, &c. Council of
bort William.
s¢ Gentlemen,
¢ Hefore my Arrival here, Bulwant Sing wrote me a Letter, offering his Services, and that he
would pay the: Revennes of the Counury regularly, the fame as he did to the Vizier. 1 defired
to fee him; but he would not come, wnleis I fent him Articles figned, which I did; know-
ing well that if 1 left him in eur Rear with 15 or 20,000 Horfe which he has, he would prevent
our Grain from coming to us, and every Thing elfe, did the Army march to lhiabad; notwith-
ftanding he did not come, but put me off from Day to Day, which made me fend Munier Dowla
from the King to him, and alfo Captain Stables from myfelf. And now that he finds the Ki

is under our Protection, amd that no Peace is to be made with the Vizier, he has began to erofs
his Troops to this Side, and has promited to be with me the Day after To-morrow, and pro-
cced, whenever I pleafe, with the Detachment that is to take Chinargur. He has ftopped Grain

going to that Fort, and has ordered his People to feize fuch of the Vizier's Troops as they ma
meet with in the Country.  As the King wifhed fo much for this Man’s joining us, I fhall look
upon it a lucky Circumftance if he keeps his Word ; for, if I was obliged to drive him out of
the Country, it would take up a great deal of Time, having the Ganges to crofs again and
1 neither could fet about eaking Chinargur, or march to Iliabad, till that was done, for the Rea-
fons already mentioned 3 befides this, there are very few People in the Country who had any'Appoint-
ments, but fuch as have been turned out formerly by Bulwant Sing, and have no Weight in the
Country or Troops at Command; fo that the Confequence of putting amy of them as Phoufdars
or Jemadars to colle@t the Revenues, and aflift the King againft any of his Enemies, would be
keeping the Army here I don’t know how long, and would require, at all Times, a ftronger
Detachment of the Troops remaining in the Country than you would choofe, or would, in all Pro-
bability, be convenient for the Honourable Company to keep up.© Upon my receiving your Let-
ters o?’ the 6th current, 1 waited on the King, who is very happy at his prefent Profpect, and
will do any Thing we pleafe to prefcribe to him.,  He has wrote you Letters which I now fend,
and were wrote before he knew of your Intentions towards himn, as was alfo the enclofed Paper,
which he defired me to forward to Calcutta, and have been by me for fome Days, waiting till I
would receive a Letter from the Board, by which you will find his Propofals, in a great Meafure,
agree with your Inclinations. 1 moved our Camp Three Cofs Yefterday, fo as to be in Front
0% the King’s Encampment, and between him and Iliabad. He is to write immediately
to the Chic& of the Rohillas, and all his Friends, not to join the Vizier ; and aflures, that if he
once got Benibahadre and Bulwandfing to come in, the Vizier would lcave the Country imme-
diately, and never make any Head againy and, at any Rate, if once we got Iliabad, and take
Chinargar Fort, he will be anfwerable foon after to difpoficfs the Vizier of all the Reft of this
Country. I am convinged, from what I have feen and heard, the Vizier will not agree to your
Demands, and muit be drove out of the Pofie@fion of his Country. The Methods you propole
for doing of it arc undoubredly the beft could be thought of, and what muft, I think, fucceed.
1 fhall therefore, before my Departure from the Army, which I propofe, with your Confent, fhall
be the Beginning of January, fo as to go home with the ‘Detachment of the Eighty-ninth on the
February Ship Captain ‘JMaitlmd),do‘my utmolt to leave Affairs here in the following Situation y
how foon a Boat from Patna arrives with Stores, which I expeét daily, I will fend a proper De-
tachment from the Army to take Chinargur, and when it is taken, fhall put a proper Gatrifon of
the Troops in it. I am to write to Mr. Billers this Night o fend Grain up for the Army, which
I intend to lodge in that Fort, .In a few Days hence, after 1 have waited on the King, I fhall
Eroclaim him Syperior and Pofieflor of all Shuja Dowla’s Country, and fend Letters fni: tly with
im to.all the Rajahs, &c. between this and Delly, acquainting with it, “and defiring they will pay
due Obddllence to the King, and ot joir Shuja Dowla, but affift in driving him out of the Coun-
Butiifore this ig done, 1 fhall take care to have it from under the King’s Hand, that he
holds thel'Rights from the Englith ; that he wlill agree o whatever the Governor and Cocunlcil of
‘ ' alcutea
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Culcutta will prefcribe to him 3 and pay the Honcurable Company yeatly fuch Part of the Reve-
‘pues of the Country, as the Prefidency of Fort William will defire. I will then proceed to Jliabad
with the Army, taking care that we fhall, on the March, be properly fupplied with Provilions;
and that our Boats can proceed up alfo : And, after being in Pofleffion of that Place, I think the
Troops thould go Ro further; nor do I imagine there will be any Occafion forit. I would re-
commend leaving a ftrong Detachment of the Troops at Iliabad, till the Army is prolpcrly cfta-
blithed, and that Shuja Dowla has no more Power or Country ; and afterwards leave always with
the King a finall Detachment as he defires, and to be at his Expence, which he alfo propofed.
This, Gentlemen, is the Situation I intend to leave Affairs in when I take my Departure from
the Army, it my Time will permit of it; and with it may meet with your Concurrence and Ap-

probation,
¢ I am, with Lfteem,
Gentlemen,
¢ Camp at Banarafs, Your moft obedient,
the 22d Nov. 1764. Humble Servant,

He&or Munro.”

¢ Read the Tranflations of Paper of Propofals from the King, enclofed therein, as follows :

¢ If this Country is to be kept, put me in Poffeflion of it, and leave a {fmall Detachment of
the Troops with me, to fthew that I am protected by the Englifh, and they fhall be at my
Expence, that if any Enemy come any Time againit me, I will make fuch Conne&ions in the
Country, that, with my own ‘l'roops and the aforementioned (imall Detachment, defend the
Country without any further Affiftance from the Englith, and I will pay them of the Revenues of the
Country what Sum they fhall demand yearly. If the Englifh will, contrary to their Intereft, make
Peace with the Vizier, I will go to Delli, for I cannot think of returning again into the Handsof a
Man who has ufed me fo ill. I have no Friends I depend on more than the Englith; their former
Behaviour to me will make me ever refpeét and regard them. Now is their ‘Time to be in
PoffeMion of a Country abounding with Riches and Treafure. I fhall be fatished with whatever
Share they pleafe of it. The Rohillas H. H. were always tinemies to the imperious Viziers
they are 2l my Friends.”

¢ Read alfo Tranflations of the King’s Letters enclofed, to the Prefident, the Council, Major
Carnac, the Nabob, and Shitabroy, reprefenting in general that Shuja Dowla has met with the
juft Punifhment of his Perfidy and Difobedience of his Commands; that conformably to our
Advice and Letters which he received after the Defeat from Major Munro, he feparated himielf
from him, and remained at Benaris, and urging us to eftablith ourielves and him in the Poffeffion
of Shuja Dowla’s Country. ‘

« Ordered thefe Letters to be entered on the Books of Country Correfpondence.

¢ And having now maturely confidered the Contents of the Whole;

« Agreed we write the following Letter in Anfwer to the Commander in Chief.

* To Major Hector Munro, Commander in Chief of the Army.
¢« Sir,

« We have received your Letter of the 22d sltimo, with the feveral Papers enclofed, and,
having maturely confidered the Contents of the Whole, we are nuw to give you our Senti-
ments and Inftructions thereupon. ,

“ We are extremely glad to find the King has joined you, and approve of the Plan which
you have liid down for eftablifhing him in the Poffefion of Shuja Dowla’s Country, to which

~ we are reduced by Shuja Dowla’s having again refufed a Compliance with our Terms, and the
King’s having in Confequence received our Proteltion. We do not however mean to ¢nter into
any Conneétions which would cngagc us further than fixing the King as aforefaid ; and altho’,
for the Completion of this Obf'c t, we wifh not to be carricd to a greater Diftance than Iliabad,
yet we cannot prefcribe that Place as the utmoft Limit to which the Army fhall advance, as
Circumftances may poffibly intervene to render your proceeding further neceffary.

“ As to the King's Requeft for having a fmall Detachment of our Forces ftationed with
him, we fhall be better able to judge of the Neceflity or Propriety of fuch a Meafure, when
he is entirely cftablithed in thefe Poflcflions, and we know the State of his own Army.

My [* With regard to Bulwant Sing, we thall adhere to the Terms which you may have thought
« it neceffary to make with him ; but it js bur View, fo far as it can be done confiftently with
* your Engagements, to have the Power and Authority over this Rajah and his Zemindarries,
¢ vefted in the Company by Sunnuds from the King, holding them tnder him with the fame
« Rights, and in as full a Manner, as enjoyed by Shuja Dowla; and that the whole Rents fo
u« coFlc&cd fhall be appropriated for the Ufe of the Company, and wrote'off fiom the Books of
* the King's Revenues (*).”] ' o o ¥ ]
* This, you will obferve, will extend the Limits beyond thofe mentioned in-our laft of Be-
naris and Chinargur: The Tra& of Counuy including thofe Places was confidered as a Ceffion
| | | ' e
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to be made by Shuja Dowla on our acceding to a Peace with him; but what we now mean to
require for the Company, we demand as a Conquelt to be fecured to them from being obliged o
continue the War, and as fome Recompence for the Hazard their Property has been and may be
expofed to in the Courfe of it. :

“ With regard to the other Parts of Shuja Dowla’s Country, as the King has been declared
Supreme, he will of courfe take Pofleflion, and collett the Revenues thereof ; but as his Autho-
rity becomes eftablifhed, we think it proper to demand, that fuch Proportions of them as his
Neceflities will permir, fhould be applied to aflift in defraying the Expences of the War; and
when he is in full Pofleffion, we fhall expect to have the Whole reimburfed us.

¢ In the mean Time, as the King, in fome of his Letters, expreffes great Diftrels for Money,
and as his Collettions may not for fome Time come in, we permir, fhould he apply for it, that
you advance him fuch Sums as his Exigencies may abfolutely require, taking proper Care not to
expofe yourfelf*to any want for the Payment of our own Army; by this, however, we only
mean to contribute to the Support of his Dignity, by advancing for the neceffary Expences of his
Houfehold, and not to take upon ourfelves the Burthen of maintaining the Troops which he
may raife; and we truft to your Dilcretion, as you know our Relources, for not engaging us in
too heavy an Expence.

¢ As the King intimates, that when we have once put him in Poffeffion, he fhall be able to
maintain himfelf with very little Afliftance from us; we dcfire you will inform yourfelf, as well
from the King himfelf, as from his Officers, what Views he has, in this Refpect, and what
Profpects of forming Connections, that fhall anfwer fuch Expeétations,

¢ To avoid giving any Umbrage or Jealoufy of our Power to the King, or the Nobles of the
Empire, we would have every Thing donc under the San&ion of his Authority, and that we
may appear as holding our Acquifitions from him, and atting, in the War, under his Authority,
in fupporting his Rights, and not he as holding thofe Rights from us.

« The Paper from the King, which you mention to have inclofed, was not received with
your Letter, only a Tracflation of it. 'We defire, therefore, you will fend us the Original, or
an exaé&t Perfian Copy, and obferve this Method in future.

« With refpect to the Agreements entered into by the Inhabitants of Benaris for the Ranfom
of the City, we are glad that fuch an Opportunity has offered of obtaining a Reward to the
Army for the very fignal Service which they have rendered the Company, as well as a Com-

nfation for the Lofs which they fuftained of their Baggage in the A&ion of the 23d of Oéto-
ggr', nor can we have any Objeétion to it in this particular Occafion ; but as we would confider
the Country, not as a Conqueft, but belonging to the King, whom we have engaged to fupport
againft the common Enemy, no future Confidcrations of this kind thould be demanded from the
Inhabitants, or expected by the Army, but every Care taken to conciliate the Affections of the
People.

w We have caufed the Articles which we mean the King fhould accede to, to be drawn up in
proper Form, in the Perfian Language, and we now enclofe them,,together with an Englifh
Copy, for your Information, defiring you will prefent them to him for their being executed ; in
cafe he thould not have already agreed to them on Mr. Marriott’s Arrival, we have defired him
to co-operate with you in engaging his Majefty to a Compliznce with them,

¢« In Anfwer to the Intention, which you intimate, of quitting the Army with the Detachment
of the 89th Regiment in order to embark for Europe; we can only fay, that we muft requeft
the Continuance of your Services, as long as the Seafon, and your Orders from his Majeity, will
poflibly permit of your remaining with the Army. '

¢ The Delivery up of Meer Coffim Sombre, and the Deferters, has always been a principal
Obje& with us, and we muft requeft that you will make it a Point with the King, that he will
jointly with you ufe his utmoft Endeavoars for fecuring their Perfons, and bringing them to
the jult Punithment of their atrocious Behaviour; and that his Majefty will, on ne Account,
confent to the granting them any Protetion throughout his Dominions, but publicly declare
them outlawed.

« We have appointed Mr. George Vanfittart to proceed up to the Army with all Expedition,
and attend you in the Capacity of Perfian Interpreter.

% P. S.-The Prefident has wrote a Letter to the King, in Anfwer to thofe received
from him, which you will receive herewith, together with an Englifh Copy for
your Information.” ’

s The Articles mentioned in the foregoing Letter to be executed by the King.
%’idelity of the Englith Company, which has freed us
from the Inconveniencies we laboured under, and ftren thencﬁ the Foundations of the Empire
which God has given us, we have been gracioufly pleafed to grant to the Englith Company our
: ;_oyal‘B‘avours, according to the following Articles, which fhall remain firm both at prefent and in
uture, | - - :

“ Ag the Englith Company have been put to great Expence, and their Affairs expofed to Dan-
ger, - by the War. which tﬁc Nabob Shuja ul Dowlah unjuftly, and contrary to our royal Pleafure,
waged againtt them, we have therefore afligned to them the Country of Gazypoor, and the rgft of the
Zemindarry of :agah Bulwant Sing bclonginﬁ:o the Nizamtt of the Nabob Shuja ul Dowla; and

. she Regulation Government thercof, we have given to their Difpofal in the fame Manoer as it
was
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(Was in the Nabob Shuja ul Dowla’s, ‘The aforefaid Rajah having fettled Terms with the Chiefs
of the Englith Company, is accordirig thereto to pay the Revenues to the Company, and the
Amount fhall not belong to the Books of the Royal Revenue, but fhall be expunged from them.
The Army of the Englith Company having joned our Standard, fhali put us in Poffeflion of
1liabad and the reft of the Countries belonging to the Nixdmut of Shuja ul Dowlah, and the Re-
venues, excepting thofe of Rajah Bulwand's Zemindarry, hall be in our entire Management and

Ditpofal. ©

o As ghc Englith Company will be at a further Expence in putting us in Poffeffion of 1liabad,
and the reft of the Nizamut of the Nabob Shuja ul Dowlah, we will cherefore, as we get Pafleffion,
grant to them out of our Treafury fuch a Proportion of the Revenues as the Exigencies of our
Aftairs will admit of; and when we are put in full Pofleflion, we will reimburfe the whole Expences
of the Company in this Bufinels, from the Time of their joining the royal Standard,”

« Agrecd further, thar we write to the Chief and Council at Benanis, advifing them, for their
Informacion and Government, of our having demanded for the Company all the Rights and Jurif-
diction over Bulwant Sing’s Country, and enclofing them a Copy of the Articles which we have
fent to Major Munro to get executed by the K'm%, defiring, if he fhould not have already agreed
o them when Mr. Marriott arrives, that he will accordingly co-operate with the Major in en-
geging his Majeity 10 a compliance with them,

Signed at the End, J. Spencer.
C. S. Playdell.
R. Leycefter.
John Burdect.”

£

To prove that Rajah Cheit Sing, on the Death of his Father Bulwant Sing, fucceeded
to the faid Territorics, and was fully invefted with the Government thereof in the
Year 1770, ‘

'The Witnefs produced Book 4, intituled, < Bengal T.etters received z1ft April} 1769.

12th April§ 1771.

Read, Paragraphs 30, 31, 32, and 33, from a General Letter of the Prefident and
Council at Fort William in Bengal, to the Court of Direttors, dated the j1ft O¢t.
1770; and figned,

« John Cartier,
Claude Ruflefl,
Charles Floyer.”

{7 [Par. 30. “ In our Letter of the 11th ultimo we informed you of the Death of Rajah Bulwand
Sing, and of the Meafurcs e were taking with the Nabob Sujah ul Dowlah to induce him to
fettle the Succeflion of the Zemindarry of Benares on the late Rajah’s Son.  The Nabob unmedi-
ately difparched Allage Cawn as his Agent to Benares, in order to open a Negotiation with the
young Rajh, which he in Perfon had at firlt feemed defirous of concluding, and accordingly fixed
a Day tor his Departure from Fayzabad 3 but being prevented from his Purpofe by Indilpefition,
and wifely judging that the March of his Retinue through the Coumr{ might at that 'i)"‘i)mc be
prejudicial to the new Crop, he defired Captain Harper, immediately on Receipt of the Prefident’s
Letter, to proceed as expeditioufly as poffible with his Battalion of Bcpoys to Renares, and to be -
prefent at the Conferences held between his Agent and the late Rajah’s Son.  The Demands made
by the Nabol’s Agent were T'wenty Lacks of Rupees, as a Nazerannah, and Five Lacks per An-
num, as an Addiuon to the Sum ftipulated by the Treaty of 1965. The Terms were E:;wevcr
finally concluded on the 8th inftant, when the Nazerannah was fettled at 1 Lacks, and the re-
quired Increafe was reduced to 24 Lacks of Rupees, Permit us, Honourable Sirs, to congratu-
late you on fo very happy a Conclufion of an Event we deem highly important to your In-
tereit. ' ; /

Puar. 31. « The Vizier's Readinefs in complying with this our earne@ Recommendation and Re-
quett has afforded us the greateft Satisfadtion, and is.a Circumftance the more plealing, as it muft
ive Straogth to the Qpinions of the feveral Powers in Hindoftan of the ftri@t Friend(hip fubfiting
%cthcn the Englith and him, and his having confidered Captain Harper as a peceffary Witnefs to
the Negotiation carrying on between his Agent Allage Cawn and the young Rajah Chaic Sing, will
ferve as & Proof to the World, that he meant notto take any Meafure therein-that might give the
lealt Caufe for Sufpicion on our Part.  And here we muft exprefs vur Belief, that fo delicate a
Matter being brought to a {peedy Hffue without thele Altercations and Bithiculsies wiicl generally
take place in Treaties of this Nature, has been in great Meafure owlng o ¢he prodens Condu® of
Captain Harper. o o LR T
lgar, 32. “P The Prefident was requefted to acquaint the Vigier with the proper Senfc we
entertain of the Attention he has | to our Recommendation; -amd ‘that we confider it as an
: gdditiox?l Proof of his Fricnd(hkig‘.f the o N ." C R f : e Z : of
_ Par. 33. « Caprain ' Harper inforrs us, there werg feveral Competitars: for the Zemindury:
chircs, amonglt wl;om_ was 8 Grandfon of the lare Rajals Bulwant Bing, who was ftrongly fup-
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ported by the Bramins, becaufe his Mother is the Wife of a Bramin, and to whom he gives th
G’ior Right of Succeflion, for this Reafon, that Chait Sing is not the Iffue of Bulwant Sing’s
‘Wife, but of a Rageport Woman, whom the Rajah took into his Family.—T his Matter does not
feem to be properly underftood by Caﬁtain Harpery for when it is confidered that by the Tenets
of the Gentoo Laws, the Right of Inheritance is confined to the ffue of the Male Line, to the
utter Exclufion of that of the Female, it is evident, the Pretenfions of the Grandfon can only
be urged by Bramins, who are ever partial to their own Sect.”

Read alfo, from the fame Book, Paragraph 18, of a General Letter from the Selet
Committee at Bengal, to the Honourable the Court of Direftors, dated Fort William,
24th Dec. 1Z7o.

«“ No. I
¢ Received per Duke of Kingfton, 12th July 1771,
Signed,
John Cartier,
Sam. Middleton,
Claude Rufiell,
Charles Floyer,

Par. 18. ¢ With refpeét to the Son and Succeflor of Bulwand Sing, the Vizier has, as we be-
fore informed you, afted agreeably to our Defire. Chact Sing is now fully invefted with the Go-
vernment, to the entire Satisfaction of every one, and is conlidered by the Vizier as holding that
Country on the fame Terms as his Father, the Difference in the Revenue excepted. The Whale
are now fettled at Benares RuFecs 22,48,449, 2,50,000 more than were paid by his Father. The
Vizier exprefled a Defire of feecing the young Rajah at the Marriage of his eldeit Son Mirza
Amany; the Rajab, fenfible how much this Mark of Refpect was due from him at that Time, pro-
mifed to attend ; but at length excufed himfelf, perhaps by the Advice of his Father’s Counfellors,
who had kept alive the Family Enmity.”

To prove the next Allegation in the firft Article, namely, that, in the Year 1773,
the Defendant was empowered by the Prefident and Council to renew, on Behalf of
the Rajah Cheit Sing, the Stipulations formerly made with the Vizier in Favour of
his Father Rajah Bulwant Sing * ;- :i(?{j"f "a",j‘;:
The Witnefs was directed to produce the Bengal Secret Confultations of the 4th of par.4.
October 1773. '

The Managers for the Commons being afked, Whether there was any Inftrument by
which the Rajah Cheit Sing was invefted with his Zemindarry,

Made anfwer, That if any Inftrument of that Sort did pafs, it was probably in the
Hands of Shujah ul Dowlah, or of the Rajah Cheit Sing.

Being further afked, If there was any Paffage ftating fuch Inftrument,
- They made anfwer, None that they had been able to find.

- 'Then the Witnefs produced Book 3, intituled, * Bengal Secret Confultations,
'18th January to joth December 17713."-—Rcad. Extrat from a Confultation of the
4th October 1773, Page 521, of the fame Book.

¢ Fort William, the 4th Otober 1773.
o - « At a Confultation; Prefent,
- The Honourable Warren Haftings, Efquire, being returned, now refumes his Seat
e at the Board as Prefident;

| Hmmﬁ }Efqui““ .
~ Jobn Graham, and . J - o
 George Vanficeart Efquire, who is alfo returned with the Governor, and takes his

o .. Seataccordingly.
.4 Read Mﬂg&ﬂmed the. Proceedings of the a7th sirime.
‘& The Inftrué x s.given mrt”:tlerﬁapmr hefomhh;: f%qgoréurcffor Bena(ries, which the Board, zt
. that Time, thoughs proper to feal upand depofit in the Cuttody of Mr. Alderfey, are now opened,
.and mbvdod,ho:;gfaﬂom, with the an.wrg?teﬁn'in Confequence.
) - '« To the Honourable Warren Haftings Efquire, Prefident and Governor of Fort
e 5 ‘i;-:*.WiIvlh‘mg &c. &e. '

1 « We vinipower you to reiew, in Behalf of Rejs Cheyt Sing, the Stipulatior? which was
‘Fermetly‘madé- with the Vigier, in Favour of his Father Rajah Bulwand Sing, in- confideration of
hiis Begvices'to the Campany in the Year 1 75.;2” . Th
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Then the Witnefs produced Book V. intituled, « Bengal Letters received z4th -

April 1773, to 21ft March 1774.” ‘
Read, Paragraph 5, of a General Letter from the Secret Department at Bengal to
the Court of Directors, dated, Fort William, 12th O&ober 1773 (reccived by the
Mercury, 26th March 1774.) _ ‘
Signed, Warren Haftings,
R. Barker,
Wm. Alderfey,
P. M. Dacres,
H. Goodwin,
J. Graham,
George Vanfittart,

Par. 5. “ We have obtained from the Vizir a Renewal of the Sunnuds in Favour of Raja Cheit
Sing and his Pofterity, on the fame Footing as it was granted to his Father Bulwant Sing, except-
ing only the Increafe of 2 § Lacks to his annual Tribute, which the Raja had agreed to at his
Acceflion in 1770.”

The Managers for the Commons propofed next to fhew the Proceedings of the
Defendant in the Year 1773, when he was at Benares, from his own Report of them
at his Return to the Board. For which Purpofe,

The Witnefs produced Book 3, intituled, ** Bengal Secret Confultations.”

Read, the following Extraét f’}'om Page 522, of the faid Book:

« Fort William, the 4th Oétober 1973,
« At a Confultation; Prefent,
The Honourable Warren Haftings Efquire, being returned, now refumes his Seat
at the Board as Prefident;
})‘}l,illiam Al_l)dcrfcy,
ilip M. Dacres, .
Hen rl;' Goodwin, }Efqmres. _
John Graham,

“ ‘The Governor delivers in to the Board the following Report of his Negotiations with the
Nabob Sujsh ul Dowla at Benares, and of his other Proceedings during his Abfence from the
Prefidency, with all the Papers referred to in the Report.”

Read alfo, from fame Book, Page 527.

“ To William Alderfey Efquire, &c. Council at Fort William,

« Gentlemen, o

¢ ] have already advifed you in my Letter of the 4th of September from Benares, of the
Iffuc of my Negociations, and the Sum of the Treaty concluded with the Vizir. I now lay
before you No. 1. the Treaty itfelf, a Counterpart of which remains in his Pofidflion. The other
Papers which accompany this 1 fhall refer to.

¢ No. 3. is a Perfian Copy of a Cowlndma, or Engagement, which I obtsined from the Vizir,
confirming to the Raja Cheyt Sing,.snd bis Pofterity, the Stipulations formerly made in Behalf
of his Father Bulwant Sing. No. 4. Is an Englith Tranflation of it. No, 5. A Copy of the
Vizir’s Potwah, or Rentroll, fixed with Raja Cheyt Sing for the Year 1148, and alluded to in the
Cowlnima. No. 6. An Englith Tranflation of. the Pottah. No. ﬂe The Tranflation of a Letter
ghic}\ g wrote to Rajah Cheyt 8ing, as a “further Affurance. of the Conditions promifed in the

owlnidma. T ‘ : -

¢« The Cowlnima was executed in my Prefence, and attefted by me, The Vizier defired, that
the Stipulations made in favour of the Rajah might be esecuted in this Mode, rather than by
an Article in the Treaty; and it was equall'y_fnisgaﬁtmhm the Rajah. 1 muft remark, thathe
had already given the Rajah a Cowlnama of this Tenor, foon after the Death of Bulwunt Sing,
through the Solicitation of Captain Harper, by the Orders'of she' Scle® Cammteee, - He could,
therefore, have no reafonable Plea to refufe the Capfirmation of it. Neverilelefs, be feemed to
think his former A& of fo little Validity, that he vfremud me, in very eameRt Terms, for my
Confent, that he fhould difpoffefs the Rajah of the Fortsiof Lutcefgur-snd Bidgygar, wad take
from him Ten Lacks of Rupees over and above the Ripulated Rentsy: and he feemed greatly
diffatisfied at my Refufal. He argued, that the Treaty of lllahabad ‘selated o Bulwunt Sing
folely, and was never meant to extend ‘v his Pofterity, 1 .confefs, the Leteér of the Treaty ex-

~ prefies no more ; yet, ] cannot copceive that either the Rajsh or L "‘ufljiv:f'jwbcn‘thg Tm

was made, could have intended it in that Senfe. . It has cervainly: bech differend , mwﬂmd

by the Company, and by this Adminiftration’; &nd the Viziet bim it itGurof sit
Difpute, By the folemn Aét pafled in the Rajah's favour pi ‘bi¢ Succellion 10 the Lemipdarsy,
I am well convinced, that ‘the Rajah's Inheritance, and perhuph tin Tife, ste . no lopger Tl thehs
while he enjoys the Company®s' Protection, which is his ‘due by the Ties of Juftie, et

Obligations of public Faith, and which Policy enjoins us to afford him ever moft- eﬂ"q&ua&.
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His Country h.l Barvier to ours, without fubjecting us to any Expence, and we may
depend upon him as a fure Ally, whenever we may ftand in need of his Services.”

Read next, the feveral Inftruments referred to in the above Extra, p. 543 of the
fame Book, and from the fame Confultation ; as follow :

¢ Fort William, 4th O&tober 1773.
¢ Tran(lation of the new Cowlnama, or Agreement, given by the Nabub Shujah ul
Dowlah to Rajah Cheyt Sing. No. 4.
¢« The Affairs of the Zemindarry and Tahud of the Sircar of Benaras, and Sircar Chunarah,
and of the Mchalls of Juanpoor, Bejeypoor, Buddohy, Suknefegurrah, Mulboos Khans, Sircar
Gazeypoor, LeRinderpoor, Khereed Shadeyabad, and Jopfoch Serinch, &c. which were under
the Charge of Rajah Bulwund Sing deceafed ; I do hereby grane and confirm unto you, upon
their former Footing. It is neceffary that, after deducting the Nanker, and Halt of the Jaghier
of Buddohy, you monthly and annually pay into the Treafury of the Sircar the cftablithed and
ftated Payments. By the Favour of God, whatever. is promotive of your IHonor fhall be per-
formed; and, exclufive of the Jumma fpecified in the Cabooleat of the prefent Fuffelly Year
1178, no Increafe fhall ever hereatter be demanded ; and if you remain firm, and fteady in your
Obedience, and in the Payment of your Rents, no Harm fhall, by any Means, happen to your
Ryats or Country. By the Word of Ged, and the holy Coran, and of the blefied Imaums,
this Agreement is made between me and my Heirs, and you and your Heirs, and it fhall never
be deviated from. Dated this 18th Day of the Moon Jemmady ul fami, in the Year 1177
Hegiree, anfwering to the 6th September 1773, Englifh Style.”
« A true Tranflation.
s« (Signed) Wm, Redfearn, Perfian Tranflator.”

o Tr;xpﬂatiorll\I of 6thc Potta given by the Nabob Shujah ul Dowlah to Rajah Cheyt
ing. No. 6.
¢ The Sircar o% Benares and Chunarah, and the Mchals of the Sircar of Juanpoor, &c. in-
cluding I.and Rents and Syer Duties, and Havely Mahomed-abad Benares, Mulboos Khans
Pergunnah Booder, &c. Talook of Sikinra Mow, in the Dependencies of the Pergunnah
Khaundat, Pergunnah Buddoky Lukunefegur Bejeypeoor, Sircar, Gazeypoor Pergunnah Sakin-
derpoor Khereed Shadey-abad, and Toppeh Seyriach, &c. Land Rents and Syer Duties in-
cluded, after deduéting the Duftoor Dewanny, ;lankar Half of the Jaghier of Buddohy, and
the other exempted Jaghiers; and whatever has formerly been allowed as Dedu&ions, I do now
fully grant and make over to you, in the Terms of your Cabooleat, from the Firft of Kharcef
1178, in Confideration of the Sum of Benares Cumfunna Rupees 22,48,449 Aflil and Ezafa, as
fpecified underneath, clear of all Expences of Schbundy. It is neceffary that you pay the
above Sum to the Sircar, according to the ftated and eftablithed Kilts Year by Year; and by
the Favour of God, there fhall never be any Deviation from this Agreement. :
s« Particulars, viz. -
« Paid by Rajah Bulwund Sing as follows;

4 Benares, - - 12,00,607
" < Buddochy, - - 1,30,000
- Su}cn@cfguf, - - 16,000

LETem L e

¢ azcy [} - v et}

¢ Shadey-abad, - - 40,000

B ——— 20,86607
» Dedut Nanker Half of the Jaghier of Buddochy and

Alurngha, &e. - o 88158
“ Neat Revenue paidbynqdn Bnlwmd 8ing, - 19,098,449
“ Increafe fettled with Rajah Cheyt Sing, ‘ - - 2,50,000

"« Nett Revenue to be paid by Rajah Cheyt Sing, Rupees, 22,48,44
e R e vt o Fgob, i Boar o e T

Hcgmee 1184, -
@ A wrue Tranfistion, e

¢ Signed, Wi, Lnéqurn, Perfian Tranflator.”

= From the Goverpor o Rsjsh Cheyte Sing. No. 7,
‘[mdnv;mrpf the Einpire having given you an Agreement, under his Hand

“ s

»
e
G

attend

and Seal,, 1 Bave counterfigned, and alfo atfixed my Seal to, ic is neceflary, that con-
formably, thereto, and sccording to the Treaty conclided ac Allahabad, by Lord Clive and the
Vaznﬁ,refpe&mg jah Bulwund Sing your. deceafed Father, you, with the greateft Cheerful-
ncla, pay ‘to the Vitier the Rents thereg;) eftablifhed ; in which cafc the Company will always
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attend to your Welfare, and afford you their Care and Prote&ion; and in the Agreements afore-
mentioned, there fhall never be any Breach or Deviation.

* A rrue Tranflation,
¢ Signed, Wm, Redfearn, Perfian Tran(lator.”

"The Managers for the Commons propofed next to fhew the Light in which the De-
fendant underftood thefe Agreements, and the Senfe he put upon them. For which

Purpof,
The Witnefs produced Book 6, intituled, ¢ Bengal Letters reccived 16th May

1775, zoth January 1776.” ,
Read Paragraphs 7 and 8 of a General Letter, Secret Departmentrat Bengal, to

the Court of Directors, dated, Fort William, 16th May 1775. (Received per Nor-
thumberland, 4th April 1776).

7.« We mufl not omit to mendion, that the Nabob fome Time ago paid in to Colonel Gailliez a

fecond Tunka on Rajah Cheyt Sing for Six Lacks of Rupees on the Company’s Account, againit

Deett in Orig. which the Raj did not fail to remonftrate in the ftrong  Terms, alledging that he had made great
Deeft in Orig. Advaunces already in the Payment of his Tribute; that if the Nabob continued to dr  on him
- in this Manner, it would bring him under the greateft prefent Diftrefs, and eftablilh a Precedent
that would be injurious to him in future, and therefore praying that we would not accept the

‘I'unka, but return it to the Nabob.
8. « As we faw the Force of thefe Objections on the Part of the Raja, and confidered him as un-

der the particular Protection of the Company, we thought fit to order the Tunka to be returned,
and conlequently direéted Mr. Briftow to remonftrate to the Nabob againft fuch Proceedings.
The Nabob at firft received this Remonftrance with Warmth, and alledged that the Raja was his
Zemindar, and that he had a Right to draw his Revenue from him as he pleafed ; but at laft
feemed to acquiefce in the Juftice of M, Briftow's Reprefentation, and faid he would avoid giv-
ing any Unzalinefs on that Account to the Raja in future.” :

Then the Witnefs produced Book 7, intituled, * Bengal Secret Council, 24th
March to 31t May 1775,  (Received per Northumberland, 4th June 1776.”)
- Read, feveral Extracts from Bengal Secret Confultations, Fort William, 3oth March
1775, begianing at Page 1625 of the faid Book, containing the Remonftrance of Rajah
Cheyt Sing, alluded to in the Extrats laft read, and the Proceedings of the Governor
General and Council upon it, 4 |

« Fort William, 3oth March 1795,
Sccret Dep, « At a Council; Prefent,. T
‘Churflay, " The Honourable Warren Haftings, Governor General, Prefident ;
 Licutenant General John Clavening,
ghc nggurabllle George Monfon,
ichard Barwell, . :
Philip Francis, } Edquires
« The Governor lays before the Board the followin%l,, Tranflations of Letters from Rajah Cheit
Sing, One of which is addrefled to himfelf, and the other to the Rajah’s Vakeel, ‘
) ‘ ‘ -« From Rajah Cheit Sing. IR

Raiah Cheite _*¢ 1 have been honoured by your gricions Lerter, informing me thdt my fo ready Compliance
Sing diffatit  with your Defire in the Payment of the Tunka of Five Lacks of Riipees gave you great Plea-
fied with the  fire, and alfo that you would write to the Nabob Afoph ‘ul Dowlah to expel Munneer and Offant
ranted by the Sing, and to put a Stop to the building of the Houfe at Benares. Munneer Sing is fill in the
hi;}"’b on  Prefence, and Offant Sinig"has left his Highnefs's Army, and taken up his Refidence at Illahabad,

' and has an Intention: of farming Two er Three als:of Noroze Ally Cawn, the Naib Sou-

bah. e T, T S T S

« With refpect to the Lerters which yon were-£-kid s"to promife to write to the Nabob
Afoph ul Dowlah on this Subje®, if they are.not yetdent; {-requeft that theré. may be no Delay
in forwarding them, that thefe Two rebellious and ungratefol Servants, misy be xpeiled from the
Country. My fole Dependence is in your Favour. = @ - S

« The Deceafe of the late Nabob has for the prefent:puta Stop to the Building which was car-

rying on at* Benares, R
T -will have the Fonour of

: s

« T have written fully to Ally Nawaz Ciwn on feveral Subjedts, W

communicating every Particolar'co you™ - oo .
. s Extra® of aKetter from Ragah:Cheir Sing'vo ity Vekeel. ..

« By a Letter from Mohuk 'm*ﬁSih.&lﬂletm;fﬁh!t Miahomed TN Cawn' his received a Tun-

kaw onme, 1o comihence on the 7th/Krkaft, wnd tht it tua bt mingd'oo'give andthor Tyaka:
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on me for Six Lacks of Rupees in advance to the Englifh Chiefs. You are well acquainted
with the Nabob’s Difpofition, and that he is continually devifing Mecans to bring me under the
Governor’s Difpleafure. He has concluded in his own Mind that I will not confent to the Payment
of Advances, left it be confidered as a Precedent ; and that, by refufing to do fo, I fhall fall un-
der the Governor's Difpleafure. I have already paid Five Lacks of Rupees to the Government,
and you are to confider that, by the Payment of that, it makes good all that was due from me
to the 6th Kift, Mahomed Elliah Cawn’s Tunka commences the 7th Kift, and will be paid ac the
latter End of Suffer.

« The Tunka of Six Lacks in advance, which it has been determined to give the Englifh
Chicfs on me, is without any Precedent, except the One of Five Lacks of Rupees, which I lately
difcharged. I was then fearful of its becoming a Precedent, and was undetermined whether to
“comply with it ®r not; but, in confequence of Letters from the Governor and you, prefling me
to the immediate Payment of it, I raifed the Sum by L.oans. I am now again plagued with De-
mands beyond my Power to comply with. As the Governor has been gracioufly pleated to honour
me with the Appellation of his Son, I have the greateft Confidence thar he will exert himfelf to
prevent any Tunkas in advance being given on me. Reprefent this Affair to him in private, and
requeft from me that he will not give his Confent to this Tunka, but that he will be fo kind as to
write to the Nabob Afoph ul Dowla, that he may defift from ever troubling me with fuch kind
of Tunkas, which it is not in my Power to comply with, but to take my Kiits from me monthly.”

Agreed that the following Directions be fent to Mr. Briftow, in confequence of the above Repre-
fentation from Raja Chite Sing.

ss ‘To Mr. John Briftow, Refident at the Court of the Nabob of Oude.
¢« Sir,

« We have received a Letter from you of the 14th March fince our laft to you.

« Rajah Cheit Sing having complained to this Government of the Diftrefs which he fuffers
from the Nabob Afuﬁh ul Dowla granting Tuncaws upon him, fparucularly in the late Inftances of
One granted to Ellich Cawn, and another to the Company, for Six Lacks of Rupees, bath of
which encroach greatly upon the Kifts which are not yet due, every Thing being paid up already
by him to the 6th Kift, we diret that you remonftrate to the Nabob againft fuch Proceedings,
fhewing that they are unjut, and contrary to his Engagements with the Raja, of which we are the
Guarantees, and that you demand Payment from bim for the above-mentioned Tuncaw to the
Company which he delivered to Colonel Gailliez, and which the Raja thus declines to accept
and alfo that you require the Payment of the other Sums due by him without Delay.

« We defire you may tranfmit with all }Joﬁibic Difpatch the Account of the monthly Subfidy
for the T'roops received from the Nabob, for which we wrate you fome Time ago.

« We are, &c,
* Fort William, zoth March 1775. .
Signed, at the End of the Confultation,
Warren Haftings.
J. Clavering.
Geo. Monfon.
R. Barwell.
P. Francis.”

L To prove what Mr. Briftow, the Refident at Oude, did in confequence of the above
etter, |

Read, from the fame Book, p. 2043, the following Extratt from Bengal Secret
Confultation, |

: % Fort William, the 27th April 1775.
¢ At a Council; Prefent, :
* The Honourable Warren Haftings, Governor Genesal, Prefidont;
Lieutenant General John Clavering, | s{%-:: ’_gcy;:.
,§p¢hﬂmra:11£ George Monion,
. Mcharg. ODarw ’ -
o Philip Francis, ~ | Efavices
¢ Received the following Letter and Inclofure from the Refident at the Court of the Nabob
Afoph ul Dowlsh, s

. * Rajepe Gaut, te to Konnogee,
o the 14th April 1775.
“ To the Honourable Warren Haftings Efquire, Governor General, and the Members of the
o o Supreme Council at Fort William, I(‘)cu%fnm
i ¢ _Honourabie Sir, and Sirs, - -

“ My lat was on the 2uth inha, fince when I ain favoured with your Letter of the goth ul-
. timo. 1, in co e, waited upon hkl%czheucz, and intimated your Commands to Him, He,
wc firft, exprefied grest Difcontent ag the Hpnwiab“ Board’s proteQing Rajah Cheyte Singy ca;}.cd

. i , i
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him his Zemindar, of whom he had a Right to require his Rents in advance ; and told me that he
did not think T was authorifed to make any Reprefentation to him on this Head, or that of the Re-
leafe of the Rohilla Families; for the Governor General would have wrote to him, as well as o
me, on thefe Matters. I hereupon quoted the Words of my Credentiais, and requefted his Fix-
cellency to confider my Truft was general 5 that it was intended he fhould pay Attention to any
Reprefentations 1 fhould make in the Name of the Honourable Board; and this Mode of Nego-
ciation had been adopted to fave Trouble on both Sides. )

¢ | likewife quoted the Treaty fubfifting between the late Vizier and Rajah Cheyte Sing, and

their Heirs refpetively, of which the Company were the Guara fo long as the Raja paid his
Kifts, when they and his Lixcellency, on his Part, could not dema
Encreafe of Rent or Sums in advance.

« After a long Converfati his confefled he had, on my firlt mentio ¢ not recolledt

the Circumftances I had explained to him; that his Reafon for granting the lat Tuncaw was,
the Rajah having once before paid me in favour of the Company for Five Lacks of Rupees, and
thought he would do it again ; befides this, he had, at the Time, no other Means of difcharging
ever fo fmall a Part of the Money due from him to the Company. I, upon this, told his 1%xcel-
lency (what he alfo pretended not to remember) that the Rajah had been induced to pay the Fi:ft
Tuncaw of Five Lacks with great Difficulty, and did it folely to avoid Altercation; that he
would not now, by a Repetition, eftablith a Precedent fo difadvantageous to himfclf, and contrary
to the Letter of the Treaty. I then explained the @rders of the Fonourable Board, which 1 had
juft received, dircéting me to folicic for the immediate Payment of the Amount of the faid Tun-
caw of Six Lacks, and the Balance in full, due to the Company : To which his Excellency re-
plied, that he teally had not Money at prefent; butif I would wait only Fighr or T'en Duys,
agreeable to his Promife, e would liquidate the Balance; and fhould efteem it an Aét of Friend-
fhip in the Honourable Board, ftill to accept the Tuncaw ; for although it was not immediately
receiveable, yet the Money mi%ht be efteemed fecure, and would be paid out of the Rajah's en-
fuing Kifts, His Excellency alfo affured me, that he would not draw in future upon the Rajah
in advance.

s After the Inftruétions I had received from the Honourable Board relative to the new Treaty, 1
thought it advifeable, .in cafe the ceding of Benaras fhould take Place, that it ought to be done
without Incumbrances ; for this Reafon I fhall write to Mr. Motte to return the Tuncaw to me,
receive fuch Part of it as is become due upon the Rajah’s Kifts, which I will get paffed in Ac-
count with the Nabob, and endeavour to have the Balance paid me here. :

* At my Interview this Day there were many People prefent. 1 therefore thought it necefe
fary; after the Converfation which had paffed, both to fupport the Honour of the Government,
and the Credit of my own Station, to tell his Excellency, that the Honourable Board would never
fuffer the R.ghts of their Dependants to be infringed ; Rajah Chyte Sing was to be confidered in
this Light, and he muft expect to fee him prote€ted ; for that he was not to be put upon a Footing
with his other Zemindars.” ' o ‘

Signed, at the End of the Letter,
¢ John Briftow,
Refident at the Court of the Nabob of Qude.”

Then the Witnefs produced Book VIIL intituled, ¢ Bengal Secret Confultations, 2d
January and :4th February 1775.”
. And the Managers for the Commons defired an Extract from Bengal Secret Confulta-
tion of the 13th February 1775, containing a Propofition made by Mr. Haftings rclative
to Cheyt Sing, and his own Obfervations upon that Propofition, might be read.
" The Counfel for the Defendant fubmitted, that the Senfe would be mutilated if the
Governor General’s Propofition alone were read, without reading the Whole of the

Minutes preceding it.

’che‘ DCF&
Monday.

The Managers for the Commons faid they thought it immaterial, but did not objelt
to the reft of the Minutes being.vead. = - '
Accordingly read, the following Extraéts of Secret'Confultation, 13th February 1775,
beginning at Page 793 of the faid Book, . o -
| B SRR . = Fort William, 1gth February 1775,
_ « At a Council ; Prefent, T Lo
- The Honourable Warren Haftings, Governor General, Prefident;
- Lieutenant General John Clavering,
‘The Honourable Gearge Monfon,
Richard Barwell 7 ; fquires. v
Philip Francis 1 ‘ ) e
¢ The Board proveed to confider the Subjeft-of the further Inftradtions which it may be nes
ceflary te give to the Refident at the Cours of Afoph ul Dowlah, Nabob of Owde, B Thc

4
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s The Governor General,— conceives it to be neceflry, before the Board proceed any further on
the Bufinefs now before them, that One Principle, upon which every othér Refolution muft depend,
thould be determined ; and therefore delires that the following Queftion be put.

« Whether this Board confiders the Treaties which were made with the late Nabob Sujah
Dowlah, as remaining in Force, or as having expired at his Death ¢ :

¢¢ Mr. Francis.—I think that the Obligations contained in the feveral Treaties with the Vizier,
to fupport him in the Poffeflion of his Territories, were confined to his Perlon, and counfequendy
expired with him. _ .

« Mr. Barwell.—T'his Queftion muft be decifively determined by the exprefs Letter of the
reciprocal Engagements of the contracting Parties. I therefore defire the Treaties may be re-
ferred to, the Board will then fee how far the Obligations extgnd.

¢« Read the 'g‘rcatics oi [lahabad and Benares.

¢« Mr. Barwell.—I think the Treaties bind to his Heirs.

¢ Colonel Monfon.—I think the Treatics with the Vizir expire in his Perfon. :

¢ General Clavering.—1I defire to know, whether the Governor in the Word ¢ T'reaties” com-
prehends the Engagement with the late Vizir refpecting the Rohilla War?

« The Governor General.—I conceive, that my Opinion in this Point can be of no Ufe in
deciding the Queftion before us, becaufe ithas been alrcady decided by the Majority of the Board,
that the Engagements with refpedt to the Rohilla War, formed by the late Adminiftration with the
late Vizir, had not the Obligation of Treaty, nor, if I rightly recolleét the Declaration made on
this Subject, were, in any relpe@, obligatory upon this Government. .

« General Clavering,—I could have withed to have heard the Governor General’s Opinion
upon the Queftion I took the Liberty to fubmit to him, on the Obligations of this Governmens
to defend the Rohilla Country, as clearly given as that which Mr. Barwell gave in his Minute of
the 31ft October, becaufe I might have formed fome Judgment of the Governor General’s Ideas
on the Force and Extent of the Treatics contracled with the late Vizir. 1 think the Tieaty of
Illahabad was broken by the fubfequent Treaty of Benares, by which Corah and Illahabad were
taken from the King and given to the Vizir; fo that, whatever Conception T might entertain of
the Validity of the original Treaty, I think it now no longer obligatory on this Government till
the Court of Directors have given their Approbation of the Treaty of Benares, which entirely
altered the Nature of the other.

« The Governor General.—] am of Opinion, that the Treaties which were made with the late
Nabob Sujah Dowlah ftill continue in Force, and have admitted of no other Change but in that
of the Perfon of his Heir and Succeffor ftanding in his Place. The firft Claufe of the firft Article
of the Treaty of Illahabad, in my Conftrution of it, extends the Obligation of that Treaty to
the whole Line of the Nabob Sujah Dowlah’s Heirs. The Treaty of Benarss being but explana-
tory of the former, in the Article which refpeis the Part of thé extra Charges of the Forces
employed in his Defence, muft be underftood in the fame Senfe with refpe to that Article; and
the firft Article exprefsly granting the Poficflion of Corah and Illahabad to the Vizir for ever, a
‘Term excluding all Limitation ; ,

¢« Refolved, That the Treaties made with the late Vizier Sujah Dowlah do not remain in Force,
but expired at his Death,

« The Governor General propofes the following Queftion.

« Whether a new defenfive Treaty fhall be executed with the Nabob Afoph ul Dowlah, in
cafe he himfelf fhould folicit it?

& Mr. Francis.~~Suppofing the Nabob to require our Affiftance in fupport of his Succeffion,
I think that a new Defenfive Treaty thould be formed with him on the moft advantageous
Terms which can be obtained for the Company. ‘

** Mr, Barwell.-——Certainly, : ' o

“« Col. Monfon.—1I think 2 new Defenfive Treaty thould be executed with the Nabob Afoph
ul Dowla on the moit advantageous Terms for the Company.

¢« The General agrees with Colonel Monfon. L

« The Governor General.w~I am.of Opinion there hould. . = ‘ ,

« Agreed, that a nacw Defenfive Treaty be cxecuted with the Nabob Afoph vl Dowla, in
cale he folicits it. o ‘ . .

« The Governor Gcner'al‘ ropofes that each Member of the Board deliver in his Sentiments of
the Conditions to be required or acceded to for the new Treaty. Not having himfelf fufficiently
confidered this Subjet in the Latitude which has been given to it by the foregoing Refolution, he
withes to prepate what hé may have to. offer himfelf, unlefs any immediate Propofition fhall be
made by any Member of the Boasd, oa which he fhould be willing to give his Opinion.

R ‘;,J I:;folvcd to adjourn to the Evening, that every Member may prepare his Ideas on this
ubje.

 Met in the Evening at Six 0’Clock, according to Adjournment.

“ Refumed the Subjedt of the new Treaty to be formed with the Nabob of Oude,

‘< Agreeable to the Gavernor General's Propofal in the Morning, the Mcmbers of the Board

deliver It their feparate Opinions in Writing, as follows :
. “ ‘ s Mr,

The Treatice
of the late
Vitzier expired
with him,

A new Treaty
to be formed
with Afoph ul
Dowla,

Bach Member
to deliver his
Sentiment on
this,

Adjourned.

Met again,
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. « Fort William, 13th February 1775.

¢ Mr. Francis.—Suppofing it to be the Intereft and Defire of the prefent Nabob of Oude 1o
enter into a new Defenfive Treaty with the Company, by which we may oblige ourfelves to gua-
rantee to him the Pofeffion of any Part of his prefent Territories, I think that the following Arti-
cles fhouild be propofed and infifted on for the Advantage of the Company.

“ 1ft. The Pay of our Troops in his Service to be made equal to their real Expence upen a
new monthly Fftimate, and to commence from the Acceflion of the prefent Nabob.

¢ 2d. The Zemindarry of Benares to be made dependant as a Fief on the united Kingdoms of
Bengal and Bahar, and the Tribute lately paid by the Rajah to the Vizier to be paid to this Go-
vernment.

« 3d. The prefent Rajah of Benares to be confirmed in the Zemindarry, which may be perpe-
tuated in his Family, under a fixed annual Tribute, and a fixed Fine at cach fgture Inveitirure.
A free Trade to be opened between thefe Provinces and his Country. The Rajah’s Authority in
his own Government to be left free and uncontrouled.

¢ 4th. If the Poffeflion of the Rohilla Country, or any Part of it, be guarantced by a future
Treaty o the Nabob, that fome favourable Terms be made for the furviving Chicfs of the Rohilla’s,
or their Reprefentatives.

¢ sth. The Debts from Sujah Dowlah (fuppofing them not to be liquidated at the Conclufion
of the new Treaty) to be confidered and acknowledged by the prefent Nabob as due from himflf,
or the Reprefentative of the State of Oude for the Time being,

¢ 6th. Befides the Guarantee to be ftipulated in Return for the above Conditions, this Go-
vernment fhall undertake to obtain from the King a regular Confirmation of the Nabob in his Go-
vernment, according to the Laws and Conftitution of the Empire, '

« sth, I conceive that the Attachment of Nudjuff Cawn might be fecured with the greateft
Advantage to this Government, if, through our Recommendation, the King would appoint him
Vizier of the Empire with a ]aihirc, which might eafily be found for him either in the Donabe or
the Rohilla Country. 1 underftand that he is one of the ableft Men and belt Soldiers in the
Empire, if lrmperly placed in point of local Situation, and his Attachment fecured, he might
ferve as a Barnier to the Subadary of Oude cither againft the Marattas, or any other Invaders,
from the Weftern or Southern Parts of India. o

(Signed) P. Francis.” ’

« Mr. Barwell.—The firt Object to be attended to in a new Treaty is the future Strength and
Security o our own Poffeflions. The Company have invariably declared againft any further Ac-
ccme?tn of Territory to themfelves, any Conditions of that Tendency are of Courfe out of the

ueftion.

Q“ 1ft. I think the Conditions of the old Treaty (the Article refpedting Corah and Illiabad ex-
cepted) is 1 good Foundation for any we may now chufe to form. ‘

« od. As it may be poflible to encreafe the Subfidy for a Brigade employed in Oud, &c. that
Increafe ought if pofiible to be effefted ; but its Extent being arbitrary, and depending entirely
on the Pleafure of the Board, we fhould confider in which Way to make our’ Aid the %caﬁ bur-
thenfome and moft ufeful to our Ally, -

« Our Military Eftablilhment is become an intolerable Burthen, and the Direftors have ex-

refsly recommended that fuch Redu®ion take Place in it as may be done with Safety to Bengal.
};‘o effect a Reduion appears here a fecondary Objedt, the Safety of Bengal the F irf(-, to aniwer
both, we fhould engage our Ally to pay a refpectable Body of Treops, fuch as we may at all Times
be able abfolutely to command, and ufe as our own on any emergent Occafion ; if this can be effected,
a proportionable Retrenchment of our own Forces may immediatcly take Place, and the Burthen be
removed from our Shoulders to thofe of our Ally; this is preferable, in my Opinion, to the hiring
out any Part of our own Forces occafionslly to defend Qud, &c. and will equally ftrengthen the
Nabob againfl his fore;’gn Enemies, while i renders him proportionably weak and dependant on us.
© « gd, The Independency of Gauzi?ore on Oud if a great political Obje&, and ought to be in-
fiked on; and whatever may be refolved refpecting the Revenue paid by the Rajah of that Coun-
try, the Englith Government ought not to ftand in the fame Relation to it as the late Vizier, be-
caufe the Country of Benares and Gausipore is a natural Barrier to thefe Provinces, and the Ra-
jah fhould have the ftrongeft Ties of Intereft to fupport our Government in cafe of any future
Rupture with the Subah of Oud. To make this his Intereft, he muft nor be tributary to the
Englith Government, for from the Inftant be becomes its Tributary, from that Moment we

may expedt him to Gide againft ws, and by wking Advantage of the Troubles and Commotions

that may arife, ateempt to difburthen” himifelf of s pecuniary Obligadons. *© - = °
« Mr. Monfon ‘the Death of u Suba, the Subdaree efcheats vy tht Crown ; before Stipu-

Iations are made with AGf-ul Dowla, ‘his Right to the Nabobihip of Qude fhodld be legally afcer-
sained. ' . | L

- % If the King nominates anly::het Perfonto the Nabobfhip of Oude, our Oppofition to that Ap-

pointment is & Viokstion of the Liaws of thatGovernment under which we oftenfibly hold the Dewannee,

« | think, tiwrefore, in the prefbat Inftance, we' fhould adt as Mediator between the Kin‘%gand

ALf ul Dowlah, This Mesfure will be Rrvicesble % the youny Nabiob; refpeétful to the King, -

 and obviste many Circumftances that may hereafter appear fnconfiftent in our Condudt, -

| 8

¢ Supporting
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« Suppotting Mirza Amanee in the Succeflion without the King’s Firmaund, will be an A& of
on, ' :
¢ The King's Firmaund therefore appears to be indifpenfably neceffary as a San@ion for our
Condu& and Honour. , .

« For this Service done the Nabob, we fhould require that Cheit Sing’s Zemindaree be annexed
to the Soubahthip of Bengal or Bahar, or to both.

“ To en%gc for the young Nabob ftrittly to adhere to all Treaties made between the King
and Soujah Dowlah, and to endeavour to prevail on the Nabob to give the Whole of the Rohilla
Country 1o the King. ‘

¢ The King Shaw Allum, for thefe Advantages, and for the Refpe@ thewn him, fhould make
over the Sovereignty of Bengal and Bahar to the King of Great Britain, and relinquifh all Claims
to his Tribute.

« If thefe “Terms are too fevere on the Nabob, they may be mitigated, by relinquithing the
Sums that remain due from him for the Conqueft of the Rolhilla Country.

s« If the Nabob Afif ul Dowlah requires the Alfiftance of a Brigade, he fhould pay all Charges
ateending it.

“ I mean by Charges, the Pay, Batta, and contingent Expences.

“ General Clavering.—In confidering the important Subjeét which is now before s, T have two
Objeéts in View ; firft, the obtaining the greateft poffible Advantage to the Company, in Confi-
deration of the defenfive Aid propofed to %)e given to the new Nabob; the Second is, the avoid-
ing the greateft probable Inconveniency to the State by virtue of the Engagements we may cnter
into with him. ;

“ As the Bafis of all my Reafoning, the foowing Premifes muft be granted to me : Firft, That
the Nabob Miza Ammanee pofieffes fuch Difqualifications of Charaéter, that he cannot maintain
himfelf in his Mufnud without our Affiftance,

«¢ ad. That there is a political Neceffity in this Government not to allow any other Prince to
occupy the Subahthip cf Oude, and the Countries of Corah and lllahabad, without our Concur-
rence.

¢ It is well known that there will be as many Competitors for the Countries left by the late
Vizier as therc are Powers in that Part of Indoftan. The King, the Mahrattas, the Jauts, the
Rohillas, Nudjuff Cawn, and even fome of the Nabob’s own Family, and Commanders of his
Armies, will probably all, or moft of them, ftrive to obtain fome Share of his Dominions.

« The Q\gcﬁion then is, Will it be for the Intereft of the Company to permit any of thefe
Princes to eftablifh themfelves in the Provinces bordering on Bengal without our Confent? I am of
Opinion there would be great Danger in permitting ic.  In that Cafe, what Meajure muft be pur-
fued to render us the Arbiters of thofe Countries confiftentiy with thofe Views which 1 firft
fated, the obtaining the greateft poffible Advantage to the Company, and avoiding the greateft
probable Inconveniency in the Undertaking ? '

¢ The greateft Advantaﬁe, in my Conception, that can be obtained for the Company is, Firft,
the total Extin&on of the King's Claim to the Tribute on thefc Provinces.

“ That the Zemindary of Benarcs and Gauzipore fhall be held by Cheit Sing of the Company
inftead of the Suba of Oude.

« To obtain the firft, it fhould be propofed to the King that he thould renounce his Tribute on
thefe Provinces 3 that he fhould acknowiedige the Nabob of Oude to be Soubah of that Country,
and fhould appoint him Vizier.

¢ In return for this Favour, we thould reftore to him the Country of Corah and Illahabad,

¢ The Nabob, in return to the Favour fhewn him, and procured by our Mediation, fhould
relinquith to the Company the Sovereignty of Benares and Gauzipore, to be held as at prefent by
Cheit Sing, on his paying his T'ribute to the Company.

* In order to attach this Rajah to the Company, his Tribute ought to be diminifhed at leaft
Three Lacks of Rupees. Whatever Affiftance fhall be afterwards required by cither the King or
the Nabob for the Defence of their refpe€tive Countries of Corah, Jllahabad, and the Province of
Oude, not lefa:than Threer Lacks pey Month fhould be paid to the Company, as lefs than that will
not defray the Expence of a Brigade ferving out of the Provinges.

The Governor General.—On the Gtounds already refolved on, I propofe the following Ar-
ticles for the new Treaty, premifing, that I confider thé Debts due from the late Vizir as not ap-
}x':rtaining to the Subjeét of the intended Treaty. Thefe we claim as a Right exempt from any

uture Negotiation. _

« 1ft. Thae the Treaties of Iilaha. < By this Propolition, the monthly Subfidy for our
bed and Benares be renewed oh the. own Army will remain as festled witi the late Vizir at
Footing on which they ftood at-the' 2,10,000 Rt. I am againft augmenting it. The Ex-
Vizier's Death. pence ought not to exceed that Sum. 1t more be agrecd

- .. on, it will either difcourage the Nabob from employin
, © the Brigade, or he will employ it, and moft probably fut-
. . fér it to run‘in Arrears,

g [ ad. Tharthe perpetuatand inde- - @ The Rajah of Benaris, fiom the Situation of his
pendent Poffeffior of the Zemiindarry  Country, which is a Frontier both to the Provinces of
of Benaris, and' its Dépendencies, be  Oude and Biliar, may be made a ferviceable Ally to the
confirmed and guarantced to Rajah  Company whencver their Affairs thall require it,  Fle has
' Cheit M always



Secret Dep.
Friday.

Cheit Sing and his Heirs for ever,
fubjeét only to the annual Payment
of the Revenue hitherto paid to
the late Vizir, amounting to B’. Re.
23,71.656 : 12, to be difpoled of, as
exprefied in the following Article;
that no other Demand be made upon
him, either by the Nabob of Oude,
or this Government, nor any Kind of
Authority or Jurifdiction excreifed by
cither within the Dominions affigned
him.

« 3. That an equal Partition be
made of the Revenue of the Zemin-
darry of Benaris between the Company
and the Nabob of Oude that is to fay,
that the Rajah fhall pay monthly to
each the Sumof 98,823 : 2 : g, amount-
ing on the whele toR". 23,716,56 : 12
per Annum; and that this Participa-
tion be cxpressly declared to be intend-
ed as a Pledge and Acknowledgment
of the equal Keladon in which the Ra-
jah and his Succeflurs are hereafier to
tand to both Governments. -
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always been conlidered in this Light, both by the Com-
pany and the fucceflive Members' of the late Council;
but, to enfure his Attachment to the Company, his In-
tereft muft be conneéted with it, which cannot be better
effeCted than by freeing him totally from the Remains of
his prefent Vaffalage, under the Guarantec and Protection
of the Company, and at the fame time guarding him
againft any Apprehenfions from this Government, by thus
pledging its Faith, that no Encroachments (hall ever be
made on his Rights by the Company.]

« I propofe this Article with fome Relufmnce, as con-
trary to my ldea of the Right of the Nabob of Qude, in
virtue of the Treaty originally formed between his Fa-
ther and the Company ; but it is conformable to the Prin-
S\i/’plc adopted by the Board in the Refolution pafled this
Morning, and may perhaps be obtaiced without much
Oppofition from the Nabob ; at the fame time, that it
contributes to fix the Independency of the Zemindarry of
Benaris on the moft permanent Foundation.”

« Agreed, that thete feveral Opinions lie for further Confideration.”

The above Extralts being read, the Managers for the Commons fubmitted to the

Houfe, whether it would not be reafonable, that, for the futurc, when a Paper was
produced, fuch Matter onLy as they propofed to read fhould be rcad, unlefs the
Counfel for the Defendant would ftate that they wifhed to read other Parts of the
fame Paper, as neceflary to illuftrate and to make intelligible the Matter particularly
referred to by the Managers for the Commons.

The Houfe informed the Managers for the Commons and the Counfel, that the
Rule ftood thus: That if a Paper 1s produced, it muft be read intire, if required by
either Party; and that the Houfe for the prefent muft put a Confidence in the Party
who fhall infift upon its being fo read intire, that they will not do it frivoloufly.

To prove that the 2d Propofition abovementioned was agreed to by the Board, -

The Witnefs produced*Book ¢, intituled, ¢ Bengal Secret Confultations, 24th Fe-
bruary and zoth March 1775.”

Read, the following Extraéts beginning at Page 1126 of the fame Book *.

. ¢« Fort William, the gd March, 1475, -
¢ At a Council; Prefent, ~
The Honourable Warren Haftings, Governor General, Prefident.
Licutenant General John Clavering. i
'é‘h; Hga};)umbllﬁ George Monfon.
ichar arwell, L
. Philip Francis, . } Efauies | |
¢« Read and approved the Confultation held Yefterday.. - ‘
¢ Refumed the Confideration of the feparate Minutes delivered in by each Member of the Board
in Confultation of the 13th ultimo, on the Subject of s new Treaty to be entered into with the
Nabob of Oude, and of the Inftruttions to be given to the Refident at his Court, T
« It being refolved .that a new Defenfive Treaty thall be executed with the Nabob Afoph -l
Dowlah, in cafe he himfelf thall folicit it ; it remains to be determined, what Part of the Ndbob's
Dominions fhall be included in this Defenfive Treaty. S R R O
« The Governor General remarks, that the Nabo{;’s prefent Dominions confitt of the Subshdary
of Oude, the Diftriéts of Corah and llliabad, the Country lately conquered froiny the Rohillas, and
the late Vigier'’s Conguefts in the Duaube ; to thefe may be added the Zemindarry of Rajah Cheit .
Sing, which ‘i tributary to the Nabob; and the Government + prapofis, | Thas.the Queftion be:
put which of ‘thefe" Territoties thall ‘be included in tbc.pro'_paﬁdfmﬁnm" s SN ho .
| the prefent Nabob of
reaty of Tlahabad,
-conditivnally and.

« Mr. Francis,—<My “That we n 3
ife, 4l the Countries guaranteed to-the late Vizier by
except the Dominions of Cheye Sing. I think that this Guaranty _may:

£

My Opinion s, That we may with Propriery  fraranie ‘
Vi

* See the Mavier paricularly referréd to by the Managery Rethe C
‘4 Sic in Orig, - : idoati
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the Treaty of Benares be ratified or difapproved of by the Court of DireCtors. 1 do not think it
fafc or precedent * to enter into any Engagements that may eventually carry the Company's Forces
‘beyond the Limits of the Countries I'have mentioned.

s« Mr. Barwell—In the different Refolutions that the Board have come to as a Ground-woilk tor a
new Defenfive Treaty, it is acknowledged that this Government is bound to dfupport the Rights an.
Pretenfions of the Son of Sujah Dowlah to the Succeffion of his Father’s Dominions, and Orders have,
~conformably to this Refolution, been fent to Colonel Galliez. Upon what Terms the Nabob of Oude
was to have his Pretenfions to fucceed his Father fupported by this Governmert, is not exprefivd [
therefore conceived, that the Aid of our Troops was hereafter to he fettled by a Subfidy adequate
to the Expence, and that the Intention of the Board was exprelsly declared of oppoling any Com-
petitor in Prejudice to the Rights this Government [anctity.  And, as I do aot fuppote there is
any Defign in the Englith Government to withdraw the Countenance already fhewn the Son of
Sujah Dowlah,®*and by fuch Means render Commotions probable which may’ reduce him to that
Diftrefs to folicit our Interpofition on any Terms, I imagine the Son of Sujsh Dowlah is to be
maintained in the Soubadarry of his Father, on the equitable Footing of his difburling the jutt
Charge of the Armament he requires for his Support; and it 2,10,000 Rs. are inadequare to the
Expence of the Brigade, it thould be rated as ﬁigh as the real Charge. I premife this betore I
proceed to anfwer the Queftion, becaufe every additional Advantage to be obtained'to this Go-
vernment, both upon Principles of Equity and Policy, muft be in Proportion to the Advantages
it gives to the other contraéting Parties. I, therefore, we propofe the Acquifition of Wealth to
this Government, that Acquifiion can only be in Proportion to the Policy which fhall be
adopted ; and, as I conceive the Englith Government may be bencfited both in its Finances, and
its Powers of external Defence, by guaranteeing the Countries already in Pofleflion of the Soubah
of Oude, fuch Guarantee, in my Opinion, fhould take Place; if it does not, I muft propofe,
equally for the mutual Defence of our Ally and this Government, that every after Perfuafion
fhall be ufed ro influence the Soubah to maintain a Body of 12,000 Sepoys, agreeably to the
Englith Eftablithment, to be commanded by our Officers, and the Pay to be advanced to the
Oﬂgxgccrs, who fhall iffue it to the Sepoys. Thus, either by guarantecing all the Countrics now
depending on the Soubah of Oude, or the Alternative of furmihing him with the Means of” main-
taining his Conquefts, fome Advantage will refult to the State; otherwife, [do not fee any Means
there 1s to influence 2 Prince to make fuch Conceffions, as appear from the ditlerent Minutes of
fome of the Members to be expeéted from him.

+« Colonel Monfon.—I do not conceive it to have been the Intention of this Government, to
fupport Mirza Amany in the Succeflion of the late Vizier's intire Dominions.  The Intention
was to acknowledge the Succeffion, and to fupport him under certain Stipulations in the Soubah-
darry of ‘Oude. - The Defenfive Treaty now propofed to be entered into with that Prince for the
Guarantee of his Dominions, fhould not extend beyond thofe of Oude, Corah, and Ilahabad,
with the Provifo that the Treaty of Benaris is ratified by the Company. This Guarantee thould
only be granted on fuch Termsas may be advantageous for the Company. If the Guarantee is
to extend beyond the ancient Dominions of the Soubabdarry of Oude, an Ilguivalent is o be

iven to the Company for that extraordinary Service granted to the Nabob, 1f; in this Defenfive
reaty, the Nabob fhould make a Requifition of any Part of the Company’s Military Force,
he is to defray the whole Expence attending them.

¢ General Clavering.~The Opinion of the Majority of the Board, when the Queftion was agi-
tated, Whether there was an Obligation by Treaty on' this Government to interfere in regulating
the Succeffion to the late Vizier, was abfolutely, That there was no fuch Obligation; however, on
Occafion of the Succeflions, it was agreed to acknowledge Mirzda Amany to be the Heir and Suc-
ceffor to his Father, Sujah Dowlah. The %\_:cﬁion is therefore at prefent open for any Refolution
the Board pleafes to take, ‘in regard to the defenfive Alliance it was agreed that we would enter
into with- Mirza Amany, provided he propofed it. On this Footing I' am ready to confent to
guarantee the Pofleffion of the Province of Oude to the young Nabob 'y provided he, on his Part,
confent ' to “cede fo the Company the ‘Sovereignty of Cheyte Sing's Country; and whencver he
rcthirc‘n‘v‘ftm:,‘A&,;(ﬁ@{qqge;,gf‘,;,!hn.;%m,}ppny'-g,;ﬁq‘c_cs. to defend the Province of Oude only, and never
to the Rohilla Countey. . -1 ‘will give my.Confent to fiich a fubfidiary Treaty, on his paying Three
Lacks of Rupees Monthly for a complete Brigade.” With regard to' the Province of Corah, I
think; in Juftice, it oughtto be refinred to the King, and a Negociation fet on Foot, at the fame
Time, to obtain from him a Renunciation of his Tribute upon Bengal.

« ‘The Governor General.-My: Anfwer ‘to' the Quetion is thort, as it can be of no Ufe. We
ought, in my'J “dgmﬂﬂfuatp guarantee to:the Nabob of Qdde, the Soubadaree of Oude, the Dif-
tﬁgés“éfigor‘ah,an Hiahabad, and the Country Jately canquered from the Rohillas, but no more.
Ido‘not with to ﬁfecmhe,»ComPhﬁyi?p,ﬁQé&ca «carried within the Line of the Rohilla Country, for its
Defence. 1 believe that an Engagement to defend -that Country for him would render it unnecef-

fary. 1 fear he may Jofe it ; we thall inshat Cafe have ‘s greater Burthen impofed on us in the
- Défonce of the Nabob -of Oude, and. he be.Jefs furnithed with Means of ‘difcharging his Engage-

Th’"‘hﬂ&wd will agree o ‘].g\;hm ec to the Nabeb Mirza Amaney the Brovince

 of Oude, wnd'conditioally thofc.of Corah and Iilahabad, until the Plcafure of the Coure of Di-
s Tacaty of Benaris be knownl " . . o [+ The
) : i t [

o
¥ Sican Crig.
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[« The Governor General propofes the following Queftion : ]
% Whether it fhall be made a Condition of the new Treaty, that Rgjab Cheyt Sing fhall exer-
g[i‘fg ; frc;: and independent Authority in his own Dominjons, fubjett only to the Payment of his
ribute ?
¢ Mr, Francis.—Yes,
s Mr, Barwcll.—Yes. :
I o ((:i)lond Monfon.—~No, I think not, as I fee no Advantage in it for the Company’s
ntereft.
¢ General Clavering.~Provided he pays the Tribute to the Company, I think he fhould be
rendered independent.
¢« The Governor General.—Yes.
 Refolved in the Affirmative.] u : o'

¢« The Governor General further propofes 3 '

“ Whether it fhall be made an Article in the Treaty, that, in Conlideration of the Engagcmcnx
to be entered into by this Government to guarantee the Poffeffions of the Nabob of Oude, s be-
fore refolved, he fhall cede and make over to the Company the Whole or any Part of the Tribute
due from the Zcmindar of Gauzapoor.

* Mr. Francis.—I confider the Ceflion to the Company of the whole Tribute paid by the Ze-
mindar of Gauzapoor to the late Nabob, as the firft and moft cffential Condition of a Treaty
with the prefent Nabob. The Advantage gained by the Zemindar will be alfo very confiderable,
as it has always been my Opinion that his Authority in his own Government fhould be left free
and uncontrouled.  As long as this Advantage is preferved to him, he muft confider it as his In-
tereft to be the Tributary of the Company, rather than of the Nabab,

« Mr, Barwell.—The Policy which the Company have laid down to: be purfued, orders us to
confine our Views to the Territories of which we are already pofiefied, and of courfe precludes the
pernicious Confequences which another Syftem might influence. The Company, it is obvious,
never intended that, 'upon the Neceffities of our Allies, we fhould grafp at any, Part of the Terri.
tory they poffefled.  The Son of a Map with whom we were fo lately intimately conneed, upon
a Suppofition of his ftanding in Need of our Afliftance, ought nat, in my Opinion, to be ftripped
of any Par: of his paternal Territory. I am therefore againft any Separation of Gauzipore, as
inconfitent with Equity and the Company’s Inftructions, %f' we can fecure to the Son of Sujah
Dowlah any Advantages as an Equivalent for fuch a Ceffion, I think in that Cafe it ought to be
demanded ; otherwifé, that we fhould be content with receiving from him whatever may be the
Charge of the Armament that marches to his Afiftance. '

¢ Colone! Monfon,—As I confider the Company’s Intereft as the Rule of my Condu&, I can
have no Objection to the Whole or any Part of the Tribute of the Zemindar of Gauzipare being
demanded for the Company ; but I would by no Means confider it as an abfolute’Condition to. be
made in coniequence of the Defenfive Treaty, as I know of no Compenfation that is propofed ta
be given to the Nabob for fo copfiderable a Ceflion. L o

« General Clavering.—It is eqqally repugnant to my Idm of Juftice, and to my Conception
of the Company's Intentions of not enlarging their Territovies, to frip any: Prince of, his Pofiet-
fions to enlarge the Company's Territories. I only wifh to obtain the Sovereignty of Gauzipore

by a Negociauon for equivalenc Services, and for the Pratecion to be given to the Naboh. 1If he

Rlcéfes to cede it to ys t:ﬁon chefe Terms, it may be held, by the Company without extending the,
ine of Defence which.the Coyrt of Directors has ‘pmfcri_lm{ far the Rule of our Conduét, beyond
the Bounds of our prefent Engagements, By, this Means the. gimtelipqlliblc; Adyantage will be,
obtained for the Company, without cither viplating the Principles of - Jultice, or excecding the
Company’s Orders, (ince the Pofieflion will MM&W“ it the Rajah of the Country, though the
Sovereignty and Tribute to be drawn from it will devolve ta the. ompany..

"% The Governor General delivars his Sengiments upan;thie Quefiion s follows : .

« I am of Opinion that s, Demsnd fhould bs made o ':,aﬁ‘_fMpiERz of the Revenue paid by. the Ze~
mindar of Gauzipore; but T do not think.thas’ we ought; to. infift oa this Article, or that his Re-
fufal to confent ro, it (tiould er%m an Impediment to our proceeding on the Treaty.  The Zemin-,
dary of Benares, whillt the Naboli's Righg v thc‘rnlm: oaid in vgxfkn?ﬂ edgoaent.of ki Bove-

v

reignty i admitred, is but Security for the pundtual. [agagements.
wiﬁtMCompan‘y. TR ey i B S
««.I¢ is for cver within our immediate, Reach, and.may be attached at.any. Faes cafeof fuch a
~ Failure'on the Part of the Nabob as fhall render it neceifary and jultifishle. . & Conyilion of thia
Advantage, and a Dread of incurring fo martifying & Pensky, will a- aff, i
of abfolute_ ““"‘"“:{e bind the Nabph of Qude Brmly.ta his Engagermes
a greater B Compgny, i, his Rafkfion,  than if che. Re

" by the propofed Treary, fhull continue on ‘the prefent
- & Brigade, or what o:h&sum fhall b‘"’ﬁﬂhﬂﬁﬁg‘di: o
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» Mti:Francis.~ think, thit-ptovided the whole Tribute from the Rajah of Beriares bé trafis--
fesred to.the Company, we may then ‘be content with the Monthly Subfidy on its prefent Footing 3
this however, (bou’l;ibe our “Ultimatumi—The firft Demand ‘fhould be; chat the Pay of our
Troops, while in the Nabob's Service, be:made equal to the real Expence.

- 4 Mr, Barwell is of Opinion, -that if the 2,10,000 Rupees are not enough, the Subfidy fhould
be made equal to the real Expence. o0 o SRR

«s Colonel Monfon.—If the prefent Subfidy is not equal to the Expence, a Demand fhould be
made-on 'the Nabob; to make the Subfidy equal to the Expence of the Troops he may require.
. 4 General Clavering.«As I only confented that he hould have the Affiftance of our T'roops on
Condition of the Ceffion of Gauzipgor to the Company,: I am of Opinion, that without that Con-.
dition obtained, no Subfidy whatever will be cquivalent-to the Rifque and Expence which the
Company may. i drawn into, in confequence of our affording Support o a Prince fo incapable of
governing as the young Nabob is reprefented to be, and who is furrounded on every Side by Com.

titors £o the feveral Countries 10 which he has fucceeded. The prefent Subfidy is thought to be
inferior fo the Expence of the Troops in the Field by 70,000 Rupees per Month, exclufive of the
Coft of bringing Recruits from Europe, and the Price of Military Stores; the Amount and the
Value of which cannot be ettimated. =~ . = = : : ‘

« The:(3overnor General.—I am of Opinion, that the prefent Subfidy is fufficient, and that it
gixght aot to be encrealed, 1 doubt whether a Jargér Sum would in reality prove a Gain to the

om ‘ny’ | . ‘5,'_' - e . | . ) . ‘

“ l;;efulve,d, That an Increafe of .the Subfidy be- demanided fromt the Nabob, to miake it equal
to the-Expence of she Trobps, - ‘ - T

« Qrdered, That the Secretary prepare Inftructions for the Refident at the Court of Oude,
agreeable to the above Refolutions, and thofe of the r3th Ultimo,” S

To prove that the. before. méntioned Refolution particularly referred to by the
Managers for the Commons, fupra Page 48, relative to the Rajah of Gauzepoor cing
made mndependent; was communicated to the Court of Direétors ;
 The Witnefs %wdgce_d Book X intituled, ¢ Bengal Letters reccived from 12th
April 1774, to 6th Aprilsgps” . .. |
‘Read, 1ft, 2d, 3d, 4th, sth, and 6th Paragraphs of a General Letter, Secret De-

partment, dated Fort William, 24th March 1775, to the Court of Direttors.

& To the Honourable the Court of DireCors for Affairs of the Honourable the United Com-
© 7y O Merohans-Of England trading (o the Eaft Indies,
¢ Honourable Sirs, - R S
< 1ft. We had the Honout to addrefs you in Duplitate from this DePartment by the Bute and gecret Dep,
Pacifick, under Date aqth of laft Month.: , ‘ .
« 2di Soon after the Departure of ithefe Ships, we refumed the Confideration of the Con-
ditions on which it would be expedicnit to renew our Treatics with the Nabob of Oude, fhould he
uire it o o o T ’ :
“'%‘ '3d,  The Subject wi. dgitated in Council with every Degree.of Attention and circumiftantial
Difeutiion which it Confequences:demgnded, - The Opinions and Arguments of the different Mem-
bersare fully recorded in the Procesdings, to whick-we beg leave to refer. . The Refolutions-of the

Board upon them were in SublRtance as follows :
- sl

i, That we thould sgree to.guarantee to the Nabob the Poffeflion of his ancient Doininion
..of Oude, without sny Limitation, and of thofc. of Coralt and Iilahabad conditionally, wll

your Determination on: the Treaty of Benares be koown. -
R A

adly, That we fhould fot take upon us.the Defence of the Conquefts of the late Vizier in
' ‘ y. Shape intetfore in it Affaits. - ‘ S

ry: Lhat mpany having fulfilied in their Engagements with refped to the Rohilla
‘r Wi fanbil Tnbe ginineee the Poffkition of that Country to him, .

Oty

ih @é!ﬂﬂhiﬁmﬁﬁﬁnyw'f‘ruty with him, that the Rajih of Gaue

ered totally independent, and left to exercife a free Authority in his

e only to the Faymhent of his Tribute] , |

i Guaranted’ and Protection, which we thus agreed to afford

' nd from_ him the Cefbor, in Favor of the Company, of the
hof Gaveipore;

7w Vo

. Modthily Subfidy equal to the real

A e b S

fexdy Atchaen: o bim,

and ist o refpedtfil ‘
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¢able Mantier to expofe to him our Reafons for the Limitations we propofed in the Treaty, and
for expecting the Equivalent we demand, We even gave him Liberty, 1n cafe he thould find the
Nabob difpofed to comply with the Ceffion of the Tribute of Gauzipore, which we look upon as
an effential Article for the Company’s Intereft, o yield fomething in the Article of the Subfidy for
the Troops ; and to intimate, as from himielf, that we may content ourfelves with the prefent Sti-
pulation, or fome other Sum fhort of the real Expence.

« 6th. But if the Nabob fhould pofitively refufe to treat on the Terms above mentioned, we
then direéted Mr. Briftow to fufpend all further Negociations with him, informing him at the
fame time, that it is our Determination, in this Cafe, to withdraw our Troops from his Country, and
to notify to us his precife Anfwer,

« Signed, Warren Haftings,
J. Clavenng,
Geo. Monfon.
Rich®. Barwell.
P, Francis.”

To prove that the Sovereignty of Benares was transferred to the Company, the Wit-
nefs produced Book XI. intituled, ¢« Bengal Secret Confultations, from 6th June to
gt July 1775”7

Read, following Extralts, beginning at Page 1 of the fame Book.

“ Fort William, 6th June 1775,
« At a Counclly Prefent, v )
"The Honourable Warren Haftings Efquire, Governor General, Prefident;
Lieutenant General John Clavering,
The Honourable George Monfon,
Richard Barwell, ~ i 9
Philip Francis, } Efquires.”

« The Perflan Tranflator fends in the following Tranflation of the Letter enclofed in Mr. Bri-
ftow’s lalt Letter, received and entered in Confultation 31 ule".

« Capy of a Reprefentation delivercd to the Nabob Afoph ud Dowlah, on the 15th of Rub-
bee-ul-Auwrel (t6th May), from Mr. Briftow, enclofed in that Gentleman's Letter to the Board,
dated 17th May 1775,

* It occurs to me, that if your Excellency would grant the Company the Revenue and per-
petual Jurifdiction of Rajah Chite Sing’s Zemindarry, on Condition of their prote&ing the Coun-
trics of Ocd, Corah, and lllahabad, as fpccified above, and encreafe the Sum formerly ftipulated
for the Pay of the Englith Troops, the Englith Chiefs would probably confenc thereto. The
refigning them fo fmall a®Diftrict, from which your Exccliency derives fo little Advantage, and
whete your Authority is fo limited, in Comparifon of your other Dominions, is a Matter of no
Conlequence to you.

¢ I have drawn up the Articles, which now occur to me, in the Form of a Draft of a Treaty,
which I now fend your Excellency; and fuch as I do not at prefent recolleét, when they occur to
me, 1 will reprefent to you, and at the Time of concluding the Treaty betwixt your Excellency
and the Enghith Chiefs, 1 will inferc them therein,

“ Draft of the propofed T'reaty. ‘

& Whereas the fincereft Friendfhip and firmeft Union fubfifted between the late Nabob Vizier

ul Mammaluk Afoph Juh Soujsh ul Mulk, the Ndabob Sujah ul Dowlah, and the Honourable
Eaft India Company; and as the Nabob Afoph ud Dowlah Tahyau Khan Bahadre Huzzubber
Jung is the immediate Helr to all che Dominions of the faid Nabob deceafed, the Nabob Afoph
ud Dowlah and the Nabob Amad ud Dowlah, Mr. Warren Haftings Bahadre Jelladur Jung,
Prefident and Governor, and the other Members of the Council of Calcutta, in the Name and on
the Part of the Englith Company, do engage, on their refpeflive Parts, to obferve the following

Articles.
' : ArTIicLe 'V, S SRR
¢ The faid Nabob cn%agu to grant the Revenues and perpetual JurikliGion' of Rajah Chite
Sing’a Zemindary to the Englith Company, on Condition of their prote&ing his Country as afore-
mentioned, " o o B A ’
« Read a Letter from Mr. Britow, as follows: [t |
% Honourable Sir, and Sirs, - S L
« My laft Addrels was dated the.rych Inftane; fince when my Attefitisn has been taken up in
urging the Propafuls for the new Treaty. | L o
L. %‘hc Naboby' did this Diay-give me a verbal Anfwer, that he dcquicfced in ‘them all, 'and
would To-marrow finally frtle every Atticle to my Satisfaltion,” " " | ,
' o;& Received o furyher Letter, and- Inclofures from Mr. Briftow, the Refident as the Court of
. c‘ I3 L RS L P S e ' AR - " i

vy
. I',’

3 "

& 1 addrelicd the Hgngutuble Board Jaft on the 1gth inflans, ‘ "‘»H‘“‘VH ' in
» B “ -, N * .t ) .‘ av “
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« Having finally fettled the :pmpoﬁ:d Treaty between the Nabob Auvffup-up-Dowlah and ¢l
Honourable Company, I herewith enclofe the Copy of it in the Perfian Language, and a Tranf-
lation in Englifh; the Original 1 did not chufe to truft by the Dawk, for fear of Accidents,

« The Nabeb objected to my inferting any Thing concerning the Money Engagements of the
Company with the late Vizier in the Treaty, upon the Pretence, That it (the Treaty) related
anly to what was to be perpetual.  Such Matters as were only temporary and perfonal ought to be
confirmed in feparate Papers of Agreement, In this Light too he was pleafed to conlider the
delivering over Benares without Incumbrances of Tuncaws, &c.  The Copies of the Agreements
in Perfian, and the Tranflations in Englith, I herewith enclofe.  That relative to the Money will
be returned on his Excellency’s performing it.  The other, relative to Benares, thall be fent along
with the Treaty, by any Mode of Conveyance which the Honourable Board may be pleafed to

oint out. &
P Together with the Treaty, I received Perwannahs from the Nabob to Rajah Chyte Sing, the
Cutwal, and the Daroga of the Mint at Benares, dire€ting them to deliver over their fep irate 1rufts
to the Company at the ftipulated Time, I have encloled the original Perwannas by this Night's
Dawk to Mr. Motte, defiring him and the other Parties to acknowledge.the Receipt of them.

¢ The Nabob Auffuf-ut-Dowlah, Icayaa Cawn,; Behadre Hozebbur Jung, on the one Parr, and
the Honourable Warren Hattings Efquire, Governor Gencral, and the Members of the Supreme
Council of Fort William, for and in the Name of the Englith Eaft India Company, on the other
Part, agree to the following Articles,

7 |« Fifth. The faid Nabob, for the Defence of his Country, as above fpecified, declares,
that he has given up, of his own free Will and Accord, unto the Englith Company, all the
Diftriéts dependent on. Rajah Cheyt Sing, together with the Land and Water Dutics, and the
Sovereignty of the faid Diltricts, in Perpetuity, That the Englith Company fhall, after Onc
Month and a Half from the Date of this Treaty, take upon them the Sovereignty and Poffeflion
of the Diftrits under Rajah Cheyt Sing, as here-under fpecified ; viz

Sirkar Benares -~ The Diftriés of juanpore.
Sirkar Chumar — Bijchpore Bahdow.
Sukteflqun —  Mullbofs Kawfs.
The Sirkah Gawzypore.
The Pergunnah of Seckunderpore Jeride Shaay, Abad, Toppa Surchehur, &,
as formerly, the Mint and Cutwally of Benares.
Compared with an attefted Copy fent down by Mr, Briftow, and found to be an exaét Tranf-
lation, except that the Word Bahdow, in the Lift of Diftriéts, was omitted, which 1

have inferted,
(Signed) J. H. D’Oyly,
. Aling Pn T
o I'I;ranﬂation of an Agreement under the Seal of his Exeellency the Nabob Auflup ul
Dowlah. ‘

¢ In cale of any Perfons having any Demands, or having received Tuncaws, on Rajah Cheyt
Sing, or on the Diftri@s under him, agreeable to my Orders, fuch Demands » Tuncaws do not
depend on the faid Rajah, or on the faid Diftriéts, but are due from myfelf.

“ The Pofleflion and Sovereignty in Perpetuity of the faid Diftricts under the faid Rajah, with-
out Incumbrances, Delay, Dues, Debts, Tuncaws, &c. I wholly give up to the Englith Com-
pany, at the Expiration of One Month and a Half,

« Dated the 20th of Rubby ul Ewnt, 1189 of the Hegira, or the 21 of May 1775.

¢ A truec Tranflation.
« (Signed) John Briftow, Refident at the Court of the Nabob of Owd.
* Compared with an attefted Copy fent down by Mr. Briftow, and found to be an exalt

Tranflation. ]} -
- (Signed) J. H. D, Oyly,

“ Agreed that the following Letter be written to Mr. Brittow.

""‘ : “ To'Mr. John Britow, Refident at the Court of the Nabab of Owde.
¢ 8 if, R . ‘

% We have reccived your Letter, inclofing Copies of the Treaty propofed to be entered intd
by the Company with the Nabob Afoph ul Dowlah, and of the feparate Engagements executed
by him. - We entirely approve of every Article in the Treaty, and the Negociation of it. We
have ordered Two fair Copies. to be immediately engrofied in Form, which we fhall tranfmit o
you as foon as poffible, with' cur Sigmatute and the Scﬁrof the Company affixed to cach, that you
may obtain the Seal and Signature of the Nabob in like Manner, to return them to us.

rf“ thl:i:&‘bm Time, howevery you will dire@tly meke known to the Nabob our Acceptance
O }mty-” } s '

T prove that an Account of the abovementioned Treaty with the Nabob Afoph
ul Dowlih was communicated 0 the Court of Direétors; o

| * Sic in Orig,

. 3  The



6th June,

sath fune,
sth July.
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‘The Witnels produced Book VI. intituled, ¢ Bengal Letters received 16th May

1775, to zoth January 1776.” i _
Read, 2d and 3d Paragraphs of a General Letter, Sccret Department, from the

Prefident and Council at Fort William in Bengal, to the Court of Direftors. Dated

3d Auvguft 1775,
¢ Signed, Warren IHaftings.
J. Clavering,
Geo. "Monion.
Ré, Barwell.
P, Francis,

¢ ad. It is now with the greateft Satisfaltion we can inform you, that the Nbob Afoph ul
Dowlah has confented fully and totally to the Terms we propofed for a new Treaty with him, as
advifed you in our Letter of the 24th of March laft. The Treaty was finally adjufted between
the Nabob and the Refident, at his Court, on the 21ft of May laft, and the Ratification exe-
cuted by us immediately after the Receipt of the Treaty.

¢ 3d. In the Confultation referred to in the Margin, is inferted an exaét Copy of the Treaty as
figned by us. The Articles differ in nothing eflential from thofe agreed upon to be offered to
the Nabob, when we firft determined to renew our Alliance with him,  The Ceffion of Benares,
and the other Territories of the Rajah Cheit Sing, to the Company, we flatter ourfelves will
prove perfuctly agreeable to your Ideas, as it conveys a valuable Acquifition to the Company,
without incumbering thein with any new Engagements, or loading them with additional Expences ;
nor, indecd, is it lisble to the Objection of involving them in the Trouble of new Colle@ions,

and new Eftabliliments, with all the Diforders which attend them. The Revenue which ac-

crues from this Acquifition amounts to Rupees 23,72,656 : 12, and will be paid by the Rajah in
monthly Payments as a neat Tribute, without rendering any Accounts of his Collectioms, or
being allowed to enter any Claim for Deduétions. You will obferve, that the Ceffion of the
whole Zemindary of Chitling, with all the Powers and Rights annexed to.it, is made immedi-
atcly to the Honourable Eaft India Comiaany. without any Participation with the Subah of thefe
Provinces, or any formal Union of Title or Poffeflion between this and the Company’s former
territorial JAcquifitons, "In the Treaties entered into with the late Vizier Suja Dowla, in the
Years 1765 and 1970, the Company’s Reprefentatives ated as Plenipotentiaries from the Nabob

Nugum ul Dowlah, and his Succefior Syeful Dowla, We hope that our. fecuring to the Com-

pany the exclufive Right to the rich Zemindary of Benares, independent of the Sovereignty of
Bengal, will be deemed a Service of Importance to their Interefts, and favoured with their Ap-

robation. It is not yet finally fettled with the Rajah, whether the Tribute fhall be paid ac
?atna or Calcutta. - We wait his Anfwer to our Propofal on this Head, as well as to fome others
regarding the Cutwally and Mint at Benares, and o our Recommendation. of his. keeping up a

Body of Cavalry t6 be ready for our Affiftance whien called upon.. When'thefe Matters are ad--

jufted, we fhall duly advil¢ you; in the mean Time, the Governor General's Propofuls refpecling
them, and our Deliberations upon them, will be feen in the Confulcations.”, S -

Then the Managers for the Commons ftated, That having traced the Bufinefs as far as
the Transfer of the Sovereignty of Benares to the Eaft India Compan?', and all the
Rights of the different Parties, at the different Periods at which they held them, they
would now progeed to fhew ‘what Aéts of Confirmation and Extenfion of the various
Rights of Cheyt Sing, were granted to him by the Eaft India Company ; and as the
next Paper they propofed to read would go to feveral of the Allegations in this Article,
they thought it proper to apprife the Houfe, that it related not .only to the general Set-
tlement propofed with the Rajah-Cheyt Sing, but to the Grants of the Cutwally and
Mint, and to the Propofal of his maintaining a certain Body of Cavalry, .

The Witnefs was defired to produce the. Bengal: Secret -Confiiltation -of .the ' sth
July 1776, in Book XL~ . oo B

The. Managers for the Commons {tated, That the Minute of the Defendant,
they were about to read from this:Confiltation, onfifted .of Five Propofition
the Defendant’s own Obfervations and Comments on -each of 't
it might, perhaps, thercfore tend to Elucidation, if, infistd
xeflively m the &ﬂcr‘ in which  they appear £o. 'be. et |
Propofition, ahd the Obfervations op. if, webe read feparately.
‘the other, beginiimg with the Firft Propofition, then the Ubleratibn’on
fition, and (o an, . The fame wasagreed oy, 0 .0
“BW&X!Q pu ’9-

i :

iilta



( 53 )
¢ Fort William, 12th June 1972,
. s« At a Council ; Prefent, J 775 Secret Dep.

The Honourable Warren Haftings, Governor Genetal, Prefident. Monday.

Lieutenant Ggneral John Clavering.

The Honourable George Monfon.

Richard Barwell, Efaui

Philip Francis, } quires.

« Read and approved the Confultation of the 8ch inftant, _
« The Treaties with the Nabob Afoph ul Dowla being written fair in Englith aid Perfian, Treaty exe.

agreed that they be figned and fealed with the Company’s Seal, and tranfinitted to Mr, Briftow, cuted-
with the following Letter.

+* To Mr. John Briftow, Refident at the Court of the Nabob of Owd.
« Sir,
« The Treaties being drawn out in Form, and ratified by us, we nuw inclofe them to be

exccuted by the Nabob, after which you will return one of the Copies to us, and deliver the other
to him.

s Fort William, “ We are, &c.
12th June 1775.”

 The Governor General lays before the Board the following Minute and Obfervations for-
their Confideration,

¢ The Sovereignty of the Zemindarry of Benaris, and its Dependencies, having been ceded in
Perpetnity to the Honourable Compuny, by the Fifth Article of the Treaty latcly formed with
the Nabob Aflof 6 Dowla, it becomes immediately neceflary to determine in what Manner this
Right fhall be exercifed, and the regular Payment of the Revenue due fromethe Rajah feeured.

« The Governor General moves, That this Subje@ be taken into the Confideration of the
Board, and fubmits to their Corre€tion and Approval the following Plan of Settlement with
Raujah Cheit Sing, to be obferved until the Pleafure of the Company refpetting it fhall be
known, declaring his Readinefs to acquiefce in any other which may be propofed on Terms by
which more effectual Provifion may be made for the Interelt of the Company, without an En-
croachment on the juft Rights of the Rajah, or the Engagements attually fubfifting with him,

« Prop, 1. That Rajah Cheyt Sing fhall pay into the Treafury of the Honourable Company at
Patna, in equal monthly Payments, the yearly Revenue of 22,48,449, Senewant R*. being the Sum
fertled with the late Nabob Sheja Dowla, and confirmed by an Agreement exccuted by the faid
Nabob, in Prefence of the Prefident of the late Council of Fort William, at Benaris, under Date
the 6th September 1773. :

s Obferv. 1. There is no Queftion that the Rajah can well afford to pay this Proportion of the
Rents of his Zemindarry, which confifts of as rich and well cukivated a Territory as any
Diftri&t perhaps of the fame Extent in India.

¢ The Company have a clear and indifputable Right to this Sum, nor is it likely that he
will either conteft it, or defire any Remiffion of it, Befides, the other Conditions pro-
pofed in this Plan will virtually prove both an Augmentation of his Means and a
Diminution of his rcal Payments to Government, as will be fhewn in the Remarks on the
laft Article.

s It is propofed to reccive the Payment of his Rents at Patna, becaufe that is the neareft
Provincial Station, and becaule it would not fruftrate the Intention of rendering the Rajah inde-
pendent. If a Refident was appointed to receive the Money as it became due at Benaris,
fuch a Refident would unavoidably acquire an Influence over the Rajah and over his Country,
which would in Effett render him the Mafter of both, This Confequence might not perhaps
be brought completely to pafs without a Struggle, and many Appeals to the Council, which,
in a Government conftituted like this, cannot fail to terminate againft the Rajah, and, by the
Conftru@ion to which his Oppofition to the Agent would be Jiable, might eventually draw on

him feverer Reitrictions, and end in reducing him to the mean and depraved State of a mere
Z.emindar.

# Prop. 2. That the Rajah Rall be empowered to exercife 8 complete and uncontrouled Authority
over his Zemindarry, under the acknowledged Sovercignty of the Honourable Company, in the Go-
vernment of the Country dependent on him, in the Co%leéion of the Revenues, and in the Admini-
ftration of Jultice. .

 Obferv. 2. The Advantages which the Rajah will receive from thefe Conceflions, exclufive

of the Gratifications which his Pride would olwain from the Poffeflion of a State of Power and
Dignity, unkmown w any of his Anceftors, and the Security of his Perfon and Pofleflions
from the Company’s Protection, may be rated equal to many Lacks of Rupees, which, though
fived to him, are no Lofs to the Governmient on which he dépends, being all Articles of in
wifible Expence in Fees to the Minifters and Officers of the Nabob, in the Charges of a double
Eftablithment of Vackeels to both Governments, in Prefents and Charges of” Acfommoda-
sion ta the Nabob duriog his Refidence aCtl any Place withia the Boundarie of his ijim
o larry,
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darry, in the Frauds, Embezzlements, and Oppreffions, exerciled in the Mint and Cutwally,
befides the allowed Profits of thofe Officers, and the Advantages which every Man in occa-
fional Power, or in the Credit of it, might make of the Rajah’s known Weakne(s, and the
Dread he ftood in, both of the Difpleafure of the Nabob, and the Ill-will of Individuals
among the Englifh, who were all confidered cither in their prefent Stations or Conneétions, or
the Right of Succeflion, as Members of the State of Bengal. It would be fearce poffible
to enumerate all the Inconveniencies to which the Rajah was liable in his former Situation,
or to citimate the precifc Effe@ which they produced on his Revenue, and on the grofs Amount
of his Lixpences; but it may be eafily conceived that both were ¢normous, and of a Nature
the moft likely to leffen the Profits of Government, inftead of adding to them.,

¢ Prop. 3. That Sunnuds be granted to the Kajah, fpecially conferring upon him the Power of
appointing Officers to the Charge of the Cutwally and the Mint of Benaris ; the laser to be fubject
to fuch Orders and Regulations as the Governor General and Council fhall at any Time think
proper to decree.
¢ Obferv. 3. Thefe Officés have been eonfidered as Marks of Sovereignty ; at leaft, this has ferved
for the Pretext to withhold them from the Pofleflion of the Rajah, to whom they have been a
heavy Grievance, the Cutwally efpecially, which, bein%rhcld in Farm, and exercifed under
the Authority of a Prince who had no Intereft in the Welfare or Eafe of his People, has
always been reprefented, as in its obvious Tendency it could fcarce fail to prove, a Source of
the worft Corruption and Oppreflion, from which there was no Appeal. If there be any
‘Weight in the Plea for referring thefe Prerogatives to the Company, the Grant of them to the
Rajah_himfclf, by fpecial Sunnuds, will be a fufficient Expreflion of their Sovercignty, al-
though the folemn Renunciation of it already made l:{ the Nabob of Owde, is the beit and
moft valid Charter under which it can be claimed; and while they have Three Brigades and a
full Treafury to affert it, there is no Fear that their Right to it will be oppofed by Reafonings
drawn from implied Symbols of Dominion. :

« Some Regulations will be immediately neceffary for the Mint, and others may occa-
fionally become fo. No Alterations thould be made in the Weight or Alloy of the ({:oin to
be debafed, and the Rajah himfelf hold his Right to the Mint on Condition of his faithful
Obfervance of thefe Rules.

¢« By the Cuftom of Benares, all Rupees ftruck in the Mint are called Siccas, and pafs as
the current Coin of the Country for One Year; after which they are charged with a Batta,
varying from 2 to 3 ; per Cent. according to their Dates, and pafs under the Denomination
of Sunwants or Gowher Shakees. It is in thefe Species that the Rents are payable to Go-
vernment 3 and while they continue of equal and proper Qualities, they may be introduced
into Circulation in the Province of Bahar without Lofs to the Company, and with an Ad-
vantage to the Colletions.

¢ But the greateft Care ought therefore to be taken that the Rupees be not debafed ; for
if they are, they will dccafion a double Lofs on the Company, by the immediate Difcount on
them in the Treafury, and by a falfe Currency introduced into the Revenue.

< Prop. 4. That in Return for thefe Conceffions, and for the Performance of his Duty as a Vaffal
to the Company, the Rajah fhall engage to maintain in conftant Pay, and ready at all Times for im-
mediate Service, a Body of Two thoufand Horfe, on fuch a fixed Eftablithment as fhall be pre-
fcribed by the Governor General 2nd Council; and that whenever the Service of this Corps fhall
be required by the Gavernor General and Council, it fhall be configned to the Command of fuch
Officer or Officers as they fhall appoint, and be allowed from the Company an additional Pay or
Gratuity of Fifteen Rupees per Month for each private Man, and in Proportion for the Officers of
the faid Corps, during the Time of fuch Service.
¢« QObferv. 4. | ratEer propofe this for Confideration, than recommend it. Such a Body of well-
difciplined and well.appointed Cavalry will give Credit to the Rajah, and may prove fervice
able to this Government, though the Occalions will rarely happen in which we fhall-want it.
The additional Pay will make them our own, when we do want them, and will be no
great Expence.

« Prop. 5. That while the Rajah fhall continue faithful to thefe Engagements, and pun&ual in
his Payments, and fhall pay due Obedience to the Authority of this-Government, no more Demarids
fhall be made upon him by the Honourable Company, of any Kind, nor on any Pretence what-
foever fhall any Perfon be allowed to interfere with his Authority, or to difturb the Peace of his
Country. ‘ ‘ . sl L

“ O{ferv. 5. The voluntary Reftraint laid by the Government on its owh ‘Aéions, . will afford the

Rajah the greateft Confidence, and naturally infpire him' with Sentiments of Fidelity and
Attachment, both from the Principles of Gratitude and Self-Intereft. - Without fome fuch
Appearance, he will expect with every Change of Government additional Deimands to be
made upon him, and will of courfe defcend to ail the Arss of Intrigue and Coacealment prac-
tifed by other dependant Rajahs, which will keep him indigent and ‘weak, and eventually
prove hurtful to'the Company. By proper Encouragement ‘and :Proteétion he may prove ‘s
_profitable Dependant, 2 ufcful Barrier, and even a powerfiil ‘Ally to :the Company ; - bt ’:lel
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will be ncither, if the Conditions of his Connection with the Company are left open to future
Variations, :

« Ordered, That thefe Minutes be circulated to the Members of the Board, for their morc at-
tentive Perufal and Deliberation.

Warren Hatftings.
J. Clavering.
Geo. Monfon.
R4, Barwell.

P. Francis.”

e
To prove that the before-mentioned Plan was agreed to by the Council at Calcutta ;
Read, Extractof Secret Confultation, sth July 1775, from the fame Book, p. 420.

« Fort William, the sth of July 1775,
« At a Council; Prefent,
The Honourable Warren Haftings, Governor General, Prefident ;
Lieutenant General John Clavering,
‘The Honourable George Monfon,
Richard Barwell, Efqui
Philip Francis, } quires. :
¢« Reconfidered the Governor General’s Minute and Plan propofed for a Settlement with Raja
Cheit Sing, for the Countries lately ceded by the Nabob, which Minute, &c. are recorded 1n
Confultation the 1ath June,
¢ Read the Firft Article of the propofed Plan,
¢ The Governor General.—When I propofed the Sum of 22,48,449, Rupees, as the Sum to be
fixed for the Raja’s annual Payments, I meant the Sum which the Raja attually paid to the late
Vizier, being the Amount of the Agreement made with the Vizier on the Acceflion of this Raja
to the Zemindary of Benares, and confirmed by the Vizier in my Prefence s but T have fince
received from the Vackeel fundry Accounts, by which it appears that the Sum annually paid was
23,72,6056 : 12,
e Ordered, That the Accounts be entered after the Confultation. The Vackeel of Raja Cheit
Sing attending the Board in Confequence of the Defire of the Governor General to him, he is called
in, and the following Queltions put to him:

« Q. In what Manncr were the Payments of the Revenue made to the late Nabab, and how
was the Money remitted to him ?

“ A, A Kiftbundee was formed at the Commencement of every Year, for the Payment of the
Revenue by Monthly Kifls, or Init:liments, into the Houfes of Cuthmery Mull, and Latca
Bucharaje, Two principal Shroofs at Benares, who were appointed the Nabob’s Receivers; they
paid this Money to the Nabob partly by Tuncaws or Affignments, anll partly by Remittances
in Specie, through the Nabob’s Agents who were deputed to Benares for that Purpole.

« Q. Whofe was the Lxpence of the Shroffage and the Charges of the Receivers ?
« A, The Nabob’s.

« Q. Do you know whether it would be agreeable to the Raja, or will you undertake on his
Behalf to anfwer for his Confent, to pay into the Company’s Treafury ar Calcurta, without
Deduétion, and pun&tually, in equal Monthly Payments, the fame annual Sum which has been hither-
to paid to the late Nabob Vizicr, and to the prefent Nabob Afoph ull Dowlah ?

« A. No. The Raja could not agree to it; the Rifk, the Expence, and the Length of the
Way, are infuperable Obftacles. ‘

« Q. Do you know if the Raja would confent to pay his Rent at Patna ?
« A. There are Two Objeétions; the Length of the Way, which would occafion a great Ex-

pence, and the Rifk. - _

« Q, What Authority do you hold from the Raja, and under what Commiffion do you a& ?
« A. 1 have no other Authority than the Letter which I have delivered to you from my Mafter.
« The Vgckccl now takes his leave and withdraws.

« Read again the Firft Article of the Governor General’s Plan, and his Obfervations oniit.

s« Mr. Francis.—I agree to tie Sum, upon the Suppolition that it is equal to the Whole of what
was paid by the Raja to the late Nabob, but I think it cught to be paid into the Company’s Trea-
fury at Calcutta, at the Raja’s Rifk and Expence. .

- & ‘M, Barwell.—1I agree to the Quettion, but prefer Calcutta; and if the Raja cannot be per-
fwaded to make the Payments there, the Company might fubferibe to the Difference of Exchange
and Remittance. N , L

s« Colonel Monfon,—I agree to the Queltion, but think the Raja (hould be afked to make his
Payment at Calcurta, ) |

s General Clavering is of the fame Opinion, « The

Seeret Dep.
Wednefday.

Settlement
propofed with
Cheit Bing.

His Vackeel
attends,
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% The Governor General.—T agree with the Board that it would be more expedient, but as it
will be attended with a great Expence, the Raja will po Doubt require an Allowance for the Differ-
ence. It may be propoled (o him, . . .

<« Agreed to the Firlt Article of the Plan, but that it be propofed to the Raja to pay his Tribute
at Calcutta inftead of Patna,

¢ Read the Second Article of the Plan. .

« Mr. Francis approves of this Article, referving only our Claim to a reafonable Compenfation
for the Surrender of the Cutwally and Management of the Mint to him, if the latter fhould be left
entirely to him.

¢« Mr. Barwell is of Mr, Francis’s Opinion. ) _

« Colonel Monlon,—No Coacellion fhould be made to the Raja; he fhould remain exaftly in
the fame State of Dependence and Subordination to the Company as he was in tp the Nabob.

* General Clavering.—I am of Opinion that the Raja fhould hold his Zemindary of the Com-
pany, on the fame Footing precifcly that he held itof the late Nabob; and that, if the Adminiftra.
tion of Jultice be given to him, a fuirable Equivalent may be obrained, cqual to the Advantages
that may accrue to him from it.

“ The Governor General oblerves that his Opinion is included in the Queftion. )

“ Agreed to the Second Article of the Plan, but that a Compenfation be demanded of the Raja
for the Cutwally.

¢ Read the Third Article of the Plan.

¢ Mr. Francis.—~The Grant of Sunnuds for the Cutwally fhould be in Confequence of a
pecuniary Compenfation to be agreed upon between us and the Raju~If it be thought fit 1o leave

him in Poffeflion of the Mint, it may be neceffury that the Company fhould appoint a Mint Mafter
to take Care that the Standard of the Rupees, to be coined there, fhall not be altered, or that fome
other fufficicnt Precaution be taken for that Purpofe.  He fhould alfe, I think, pay fome Compen-
fation for fo great a Privilege as that of a2 Mint.

¢ Mr, Barwell.—1I think the Raja thould be made the Officer of this Government, to exercife the
Sovereignty in the Two Inftances noticed in this Article, in preference to any other Perfon y he fhould
pay tc the Government the Sum at which the Cutwally and Mint were lealed for this lait Year, or
upon 2 Medium for thefe Three laft Years, by the Nabob Vizier. It fhould be particularly (peci-
fied inthe Article for the Mint, the Standard at which the Coin is 1 be kept up; and that, in con-
equence of any Abufe proved upon the Officers entrufted with the Management, it thall be decmed
a Breach of this Article, and render ir void. ,

¢ Culonel Monfon,—Sunnuds may be granted to the Raja for appointing Officers to the Cutwally
and Mint, on his paying an annual Compenfation for them. The Raja to be refponfible that the

Coin be not debafed 5 if it fhould, his Right to the Zemindarry to be forfeited, and to be difpofed
of as the Company fhall think proper.

¢ General Clavering.—1 have no Objetion to giving the Cutwally both of Benares and Juanpore
to the Raja, upon his making a jult Compenfation for all the Adyvantages which he will receive trom
ity and I am of the fame Opinion with regard to the Mint, provided it fhould be thought proper
to eftablifh it at Benares, but in that Cafe there fhould be either an Officer from this Government
to fuperintend it; or the Raja (hould be fubjeét 1o a- very fevere Penalty if the Superimengdancy of
itis left with him, and that he fhould debafe the Coin but I think it is impoffible to determine
thele Points till we know the Raja’s Sentiments upon them, _

‘¢ The Governor General’s Opinion is comprehended in the Queftion,

« Agreed to the Terms ot the Third Article, on the Raja’s paying an annual Compenfation to
the Company for the Cugwally and the Mint, and obliging himfelf to goin Money of the precife
Standard only, which thall be fixed by the Board.

* Read the Fourth Article.

« Mr. Francis.—I objet to our compelling the Raja-to keep up an extraordinary Force for our
Service, confidering it in Effet as an Encreafe of the Tribute, which is contrary to the Priaciples
which have guided my Fudgement from the firft Ousfet of this Negociation: 1 have no Obje&ion
however, to its being made an Article of Agreement with him, that he (hall either put the Troops,
which he now keeps, upon 3 better Footing in point of Difcipline, or difband thems, and rail an
e3yuel Number in their Stcad.  'What will be the beft Method of making fuch Troops ufeful, or
whether Cavalry fhould be preferred to Infantry, are Military Points of which I do nge preteny! 1o
judge. 1 underftand that chere are local Objections to the Utility of Cavalry in the Raja's

Country. : ‘ :

L I*Z' Barwell.—1 am of Opiniob, that the Raja thould keep up fuch a Body of Forees, but
entertain:the fame Sentiments with Mr. Francis refpecting its being' an Ephancement of his Tribute,
and of any Degree of Compulfion to induce him toit. - T

¢« Colonel Monion.—1 am of Opinion, the Company fhould rective the Baja"s Affiftance on the
fame Terms he gave it o the Vizier, or the prefent Nabob, Cavalry, I underitand, is an improper
Force for this Cquntry, which is bounded on the North by the Gogra, on the South by the Moun-
tains, on the Weft by Afoph -ul Dowla's Territories, and on the” Eaft by Bahar, The Exrens
- Wellward from North to South is not above Fifty or Sixty Cofs, .which is watercd by Four Rivers,
the Gogra, 6thc Gumpty, the Say, and the Ganges; interieéted by many very confiderable -Nul’l‘;s&
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and otherwife ftrengthened by Woods, Enclofures, and Villages. That Part to the Weft of the
Frontier-from the Gumpty to the Ganges, is almoft an entire Jungle, inhabited by Robbers. There
is no Ground in the Country, or its Environs, North, Wefl, and South, for fome Diftance, fice
from Mountains,- Nullas, Toffes, Bruthwood, or Jungle Enclofures and Villages; I therefore
think Infantry a more proper Force for this Country 3 but if the Raju fhould be required to keep
Cavalry, more for the Detence of thele Provinces than his own, they thould be officered and dit-
ciplined in the European Manner.
"« General Clavering.—I underftand that the Rajz does keep up a large Body of Cavalry, and
that 500 of thefe, which affifted under the Command of the Caprain o' the Governor’s Guards in the
Conquett of the Rohilla Country, were abfolutely ufelefs by their toral Wane of Iifcipline when they
took the Field, but improvcd‘durin? the Campaign, I would not compel the Ruja to keep up
any Troops, bet I would reccmmend it to him to maintain the Number which the Governor
General has propofed for his and our Aflittance ; and as the Country of Bahar is open, where Caval-
ry may always act with great Advantage, and as the Company does not maintain any, 1 think it
fhould be recommended to the Raja 1o appoint fome Englith Officers to difcipline and cormand
his Troops, by the Means of which great Benefit may be derived from themin cafe of a War with
the Mahrattas. ‘

¢« The Governor General.—The Accounts which have been given to me of the Zemindarry of
Benares, differ very much trom Colonel Monfon’s Defeription of it, and reprefent it as open, per-
fe@tly well cultivated, and but little interfe€ted with Rivers ; the Gogra forins the Boundary of one
Part of it, and the other Rivers are very inconfiderable ; all thefe lic to the North of the Ganges;
on the South Side, I donot remember one: It is on this Side that Provifion thould be made for its
* Defence, as it is'liable to Invafion on the other from no Quarter but the Proviace of Qude. It
was_far from my Intention to propofe this or any other Article to be impofed on the Raja by
Compulfion: I do not conceive he would objeét to this, but am wilting to yield my Opinion of
the Propriety of fuch an Eftablithment to the General and Colonel Monifon, who, from their Ex-
- perience, muft be the moft competent Judges; I only propofed it as an Article of Speculation.

« Refolved, That it be recommended to Rajab Cheit Sing, tw keep up a Body of zooo Cavalry,
to be difciplined after the European Manner, but that there be no Obligation on him to do it.

¢ Read the Fifth Article.

‘¢ Approved the Propofal in this Article.,”

Notice being taken, that, as thc Clerk read, the Fifth Article appeared to be ap-
proved by the Board without Comment—The Managers for the Commons informed the
Houfe it was. L

The Managers for the Commons then ftated, that they would next proceed to thew,
that the Plan {o approved of by the Board, was communicated to the Rajah Cheyt
Sing, under the Orders and Authority of Mr. Haftings, contained in certain Inftruc-
tions to Mr. Fowke; which inftructions they fhould alfo produce for the further
Purpofe of thewing the Senfe which the Council themfelves put upon the Words which
have given rife to {6 much Difpute, viz. ¢¢ The Sovercignty of the Company.”

The Witnefs produced Book XII. intituled, * Bengal Secret Confultations, 10th
Auguft to 2d October 1975.”

Read, the following Extratts from Bengal Secret Confultations, 24th Auguft 1775,
beginning at Page 85 of the faid Book.

’ ‘ « Fort William, the 24th Auguft 1775.
\ “ At a Council ; Prefent, ‘
‘The Honourable Warren Haftings, Governor General, Prefident,
“Listitessant General John Clavering,
“The'Honourable George Monfon.
Richard Barwelly’ Efauires.
Philip Francis, } quires.

_[* The Secretary having prepared the Draft of In@trutions to Mr. Francis Fowke, and not hav-
ing {pecified the Amount of the Sum,of the Nuzzerana to be paid by the Rajah;
e AE‘F“” That it be fixt at 10,000 Rupees, as the Board confider this Sum to be about equal to
the Value of the Khelaat with which it will be neceflary to invet the Rajah.
3. The Inftructions arc.amended and agreed to as follows :

ST ¢ Inftruftions to Mr. Francis Fowke, -
Having thought proper to appoint you to proceed to Benares to deliver to Raja Cheyt
"his Sunauds of ‘Inveftiture from this Government, of the Zemindarry lately ceded by
the Nabob of Owde to' the Company, ‘and to make fundry local Enquiries to enble us,
from your Repores ‘of the fame, -to form 'a’%nal' Settlement “with the Raja of the Tcrms}:] on
. whic

fecret Nep
Thuriday.

Rajah Cheyt
Sing’s Nvzze-
rana to be
10,000 Ku-
[ENSH

Inftruétions to
M, Fowke.
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which he is to hold the Zemindarry, we row furnith you with full Inftrutions to accomplifh thef
Ends.

@ 2. On your Arrival at Benares you will wait on Raja Cheyt Sing, and prefeht him with the Sun-
nuds which will be entrufted to you for that Purpofe, having firlt notified to him the Sovereignty of
the Company over all the Territories of his Zemindarry, and received from him, on account of the
Company, and in their Name, a Nuzzerranner, or Acknowledgment of his Vaffallage, which we
fix at 10,0 0 Rupees; you will then require him to publith this Aé& by Proclamation through
his Country, und inveft him with a Khelaat in his Palace, with all the ufual Formalities,

¢ 4. You will next intorm the Raja that he is not to enter into any Alliance or Engagement with
any Loreign Prince, on pain of forfeiting his Zemindarry. :

“ 4. Tt will be proper to affure the Rajah, that we do not mean to increafe his Fribuee, bue o
require from him the cxact Sum, and in the fame Species of Rupees, to be paid at Benares, as
he paid to the late Vizier Suja ul Dowlah, belides whatever Equivalent may be fixed for the
Grant of the Mint and Cutwally to him, the Whole to be difcharged by equal monthly Kifls,
and if we fhould find it expedient hereafter o receive the Amount at the Prefidency, a fuit-
able Deduétion or Commithon fhall be allowed to him for the Expence and Rifk of tranfporting
or l‘(‘.’l'l‘lll’tlng it.

¢ 5. Thar under the acknowledged Sovereignty of the Company, we are determined to leave him
the fice and uncontrouled Management of the internal Governmen: of his Country, and the Col-
Jeétion and Regulation of the Revenues, fo long s he adheres to the Terms of his Engdgements,
and will never demand any Augarentation of the Annual Tribute which may be fixed. ]

“ 6. As we deem it very clitntial that the Raja, for the Proteétion of his Zemindary, thould main-
tain a Body of regular Troops, we would ftrongly recommend to him the keeping in conftant
Pay, and ready at all Times for Service, Two thouland Horfe, difciplined and clothed after the
Furcpean Manner 3 we cannot authorize you to infift upon chis Article; however, as it appeafs fo
obvigus for his own Intereft, we doubt not but he will readily agree to ic; and it mult be lef; to
his Option to keep up or reduce his prefend military Eftablifhinent : In Confequence, and as an
Inducement, we will agree, that whenever we may find Occafion co ¢all for the Affitance of
this Corps, or any Part of i, we will pay a Grawity of 15 Rupees per Month for each private
Man, and ia proportion for the Oflicers, during the Tire that they may be in our Employ.

“ 2. The Raja of Benares being very defirous that the Mint fhould be continued in that City,
and that the Management of it thould be intrufted to him, and having offered to pay the Com-
pany a fixed annual Compenlation for that Privilege, we have thought fit to decline entering into-
any Agreem:nt with him on the Subject of his Propofal, until we fhould receive fome certamn Ins
formation of the prefent State and Management of the Mint, and of the probable Value of the
Privilege propoled to be granted to the Kaja. o

« 8. W therefore direc} you to make a ftrict Enquiry into the following Points, and report tor
us the moft’ exaét Information you may be able to obtain thergon, : ‘

¢ 1ft. What Sum the prefent éarmer of the Mint paid directly to the late or prefent Nabob
of Cude, or in Prefents to his Minifters, for that Farm, .

“ 2dlv. What is the exact Standard and Weight of the Rupees coined in that Mint
in the Ceurfe of the laft Twelve Months, ‘

¢« gdly. What was the exaét Standard and Weight of the beft Rupees that have been coined
there atany Time fince the Year 1765 inclufive. ‘

s 4thly. What Quantity of Bullion has been cuined fince the Year 1765 inclufive, fpecifying
the Number of Rupees coiried in gach Year, . ‘ o

* 9. In the mean Time you may obferve to the Rajah, thatic is to be made a neceffary Condition,
on our giving ug the Mint to him, that the Weight and Standard of the Cains, which fhall be
firuck in it, be fixt by us; and that on-Proof of any Deviation from them, or of his coining any
. other Specic in the Mint, the Grant of it thall immediately become void.

“ 10, We alfo direct you to enquire, and: report to us, what Sums were paid to the late or prefent
Nabob by the ttveral Cutwals in the Zemindarry of Raja Cheyt Sing, for the  Privilege of holding
thofe Courts, in order that we may know what Compenfation the Company may. rcaigonably‘cxp@ét
for making over the Cutwally to the Rajah, , L ST

« g1, It may be of Service alfo, that we fhould be thoro_bghl’y informed of the Nature of the

Weights and Meafures in general Ufe in the Diftricts of Gauzipore and Benares; we therefare de-
fire you will make yourfelt acquainted wish thefe as carly as. you may have:an Opporounity, .and
report & State of them to us. ST L R e

¢ 12, We further think it neceffary to diret, that you make fuch Enquiry g5 you may beable into
the State of the Trade of this.Zemindarry for fome Years paft, but pasticulanly into its:commercial

Intercourfe with the Company’s Provipces, the Reftri€tions it lies under, whether it has been in
- the Increafe or Decreafe of late, and the Conditionof it at this Time : Yiou. will endeavour to ob-
tain a comparative Account of the Exports made to thofe Pares by the differéht European Nations
fettled in Bengal, and report the Whole for our Information, with fach Propofals as you may think
Bt to ofttr for its Relief or Improvement, - S N

“ 13. Asit will be impoffible for you to obtain acommmﬁti(aowkd < of tﬁi_s Branch 'imrhe-

diately, you may refer it for a future Reporr; firft tranfmitting us the lnformation required re-

ipe&ing the Mint of Cutwally, in which we beg that n6 Time may be loft; as we muit \;{m the
5 - Recoipe
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Receipt of it before we can fix the Annual Tribute to be paid by the Raja for the Ceflion of thofe
Articles, of Courfe our Engagements with him will remain fufpended till that Time,

¢« 14. But the other Articles from which the Nabob of Owde ufed to draw a Revenue, as will
appear from the enclofed Lift, which is as accurate as our Information would enable us 1o form
it, we empower you to make a Grant of to the Raja, upon fuch Terms as you may deem equi-
table ; and you will fettle for thefe with him accordingly.
» ¢ 15. We have ordered the Commanding Officer at Chunar to ftop all the Europeans who may be
found within the Limits of his Command, it they arc not furnithed with proper Puflports 3 and
we enjoin you to give him Notice of any fuch, of whom you may receive Informationy and you
will endeavour to engage the Rajah to ufe cvery Means in his Power for preventing Europeans,
but particularly Foreigners, from travelling through his Diftritts, without fuch Paflports from
this Government, “ We are, &c.

« Poftfcript.
¢ We have acquainted the Rajah, that it is neceflary he fhould take an Oath of Fealty or Al-
legiance to the Company, upon liis being invefted with the Grant of the Zemindarry; you will
therefore require him to make the fame on that Occafion.”
¢t Ordered, That the neceflury Sunnuds for granting the Zemindarry of Benares and Gauzipore to
Ii2aja Cheyt Sing be immediately prepared and delivered to Mr. Fowke, with the foregong In-
ftrultions.” :

The Managers for the Commons ftated, that they would next produce a Letter from
the Board to the Rajah Cheyt Sing, which accompanied Mr. Fowke’s Inftructions.
Same Book, Page go.

. ¢ Fort William, the 24th Auguft 1775,
o v « Same Confultation,
¢ Refolved, That the following Letrer be written by the Governor General to Raja Cheyt Sing,
10 be delivered to Mr. Fowke with his Credentials.

o “ To Raja Cheyt Sing.

« By the Treaty concluded with the Nabob Afoph ul Dowlah on the 21ft of May laft, of which
you are already apprized, the Diftriéts which you held as a Zemindarry from him, and from his
late Farher, the Vizier Suja ul Dowlah, have been ceded to the Englith Company.

« The Board have therefore thought proper to depute Mr. Francis Fowke, on their Behalf, to
take Poffeffion of thefe Territories; but being willing to continue the Grant of the Zemindarry to
vou in as full and ample a Manner as you pofiefled it from the former Sovercigns, and upon
the fame Terms, that is to fay, on your paying to the Order of the faxd Company at Benares the
annual Tribute of Rupees 23,972,656 : 12, by regular monthly Kifts, or Payments of Rupecs
1,97,721: 61 4, in cach Month, 1 have delivered to the Charge of Mr, F. Fowke a Sunnud in the
Name of the Company, with a Kelaat, with which he is empowered to inveft you in due Form,
refcrving however to the Company, the Sovereignty of the Country to the full Extent that it was
or might have been held by the late or prefent Soubah of Oude.  Upon Occaflon of this Invefti-
ture, after paying a Nuzzerranna for the Company, which I have fixed at 10,000 Rupees, it is
neceffary that you take an QOath of Fealty or Allegiance to the Company, by which you are to
underftand, that on forming any Alliance with a foreign Prince, or acting in any Manner con-
trary to the Fidelity which you have thus fworn to maintain to the Company, your Zemindarry,
with all the Rights and Privileges granted to you by the Company, will become forfeited 3 and it will
be lfmpﬂ that a public Praclamation fhould be made of thefe Tranfaflions, that the Natives as
well as Evropeans may be fully informed of the Grant made to you, with the Refervation of the
- Rights of Sovereignty to the Company. ’ :

« T .mean, as foon #s it is in'my Power, tofix a proper annual Compenfation to be made by you
for the Grants of the Mint and Cutwally, to tranfmit you Sunnuds for them, to continue in Force
gzring your Life; bur I muft wait for Information from Mr. Fowke to enable me to fettle thefe

atters, L .

“ The other Sources from which the Nabob of Oude drew a Revenue will alfo be granted you,
that you may poffefs an uncontrouled and free Authority in the Regulation and Government of
your own Zemindarry 5 and Mr, Fowke is authorized ta treat with you, to fettle the moit equitable
- Terms upon which you may obtain thefe Articles,

: ' o Warren Haftings.
J. Clavering.
Geo. Monfon.
R. Barwell.
P. Francis.”

Then the Witnefs produced Book 6, intituled,  Bengal Letters, received 16th
May 1775 to 20th January 1776.” Read
o €ad,

Snnnuds to be
prepared for
Rajah Cheyt
Steg.
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Benares had changed the Nature of the Rajah Cheyt Sing's: Tm
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Read, following Extract of a Letter, intituled, ¢ Addrcfs from the Governor Ge-
neral, N zo. dated Fort William, 21ft July 1775 (Received per Northumberland,

4th April 1776.)
Signed, Warren Eaftings,

¢ With refpeét to the Country of Benares, &c. 1 think it fhould be left entirely to the Manage-.
ment of Rajah Cheyt Sing, and that we fhould no otherwife interfere with him than to receive the
eftablithed Tribute. This T deem to be the beft Policy, at the fame time that it is moft con-
tormablc to your abovementioned Orders, and to the Engagements already fubfifting with him."”

Then the Managers for the Commons ftated, - That as there had been «fome Dif] fpute
whether the Inftruments granted 1o the Rajah Cheyt Sing were in the Nature of -the
common Zemindarry Sunnuds, or in the Nature of a I'reaty, thcy would next pro-
duce the Defendant’s own Opxmon npon that Subjeét.

Read, from Book XII. (before dclivered in) the following Extract of Secret Confil-
tation on 4th September 1775, beginning at Page 123.

« Fort William, the 4th Seprember 1775.
* At a Confultarion ; Prefent,
Warren Haflings.
J. Clavering,.
Geo. Monfon,
R. Barwell,
P. Francis,
¢« The Secretary informs the Board that the Sunouds for Raja Cheyt Sing being prcparcd he
circulated the following Propofal of the Governor General for their Opinion.
¢ The Governor General direéts me to requett the Opamon ot the Board, Whether the Patta,
Sunnud, and Coulnama, for the Zemindurry grmtcd o Raja Cheyt Sing, fhouid be figned by
him ounly, or by the Board, remarking at the fame time thar it has been cuftomary for Dewanny’
Sunnuds to receive only the Signature of the Governor 3 but he thinks, that as the Nature of the
prefent Grant is different, and may be confidered more in the Ligat of a Treaty, they fhould be
figned by the Board.

« Saturday Morning, | Signed,  J. P. A. Secretary.
« I'think it fhould be figned by the Board, for the Reafons which the Governor General has given.
Signed, J.C
Agreed, - G, M. and P. F.

« Agreed that the Sunfmd Potta, and Coulnama, be now figned, and tranfmitted to Mr.
Fraucis Fowke.”

Then the Managers for the Commons f’ratcd that they had now gone through
that Part of the Charge which relates to the Ri hts of the Rajuah Cheyt Sing, and alfo
the feveral fubfequent A¢ts of Confirmation and of Extenfion of thofe Rig ts by the
Compan

Bclx)ngyafkcd if there was any COpy of the Sunnud, Potta, and Coulnama, men-
tioned in the Extra juft read ;

The Managers for the (,ommons made Anfwer, that they . thought it .proper to
obferve that the Sunnud, Potta, and Coulnama there mentioned appear no where, as
thcy could find, upon thc Confultations: That there was a Sunnud, Potta, and Coul-
nama, which were to be found in a Book which they thould have Qccafion in the
Courfe of the Proceedin gs to give in Evidence, and which have been fuppofed to be
the Sunnud, Potta, and Coulnama ‘granted to. Rajah Cheyt Sing: but they fhould
prove it xmpomble for them to be the fame ; and that in Truth the real Sunnud Potta,
and Coulnama §ranted to the Rajah Cheyt Sing did not appear. .

Being afked if the Proof then of the Faét did not agpcar?

The Managers for the Commons anfwered, That't ﬂ:oulﬂ”pmt mw{y that
the Sunnud, Potta, and Coulnama, in the Baok alluded' to, were ot he ‘Sunnud,
Potta, and Coulnama granted to the Rajah Cheyt Sing. =~

They then ftated, that it havmg been argued that the Agpam.tmw itof a Reﬁdem at
‘ ‘thby dhould next

proceed to thew who 8promtcd the Refident. ¢ :
“The Witnefs produced Book 39 mmulcd e Bcngal Sncxet Confultatsons, ﬂom ag:‘»
September to 30 Dcncmbcr, x77b. e
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Read, Extralt of Secret Confultation on 2d December, 1776, beginning at Page
640 of the faid Book.
“ Fort William, the 2d December, 1776. Secret Dep.
« At a Council; Prefent, Monday.
The Hon, Warren Haftings Lfq. Governor General, Prefident g

General Clavering,

Richard Barwell, and Ef

Philip Francis, } qrs.

* Governor General.—That I may not furnith Occafion to the Board for the unneceflary Wafte
of Time in the further Motions which I have to lay before the Board, I now deliver them in
Writing to theSecretary ; and I hope that the Board will confent to bring their Opinions written
thereon at our next Meeting.  The Motions are as follow :

& [* The Governor General alfo * moves, That Mr. Francis Fowke be recalled from Benares, and
his Commiffion annulled, the exprefs Purpofes thereof having becn accomplifhed.

¢ Mr. Francis.—I need not bring my Opinion in Writing upon cither of thefe Motions. To the
Firft I make no Objection ; but as to the Recall of Mr. Francis Fowke, 1 know no Motive for
it; on the contrary, I am fatisfied thdt his Prefence at Benares has been of fignal Ufe in preventing
the Delays of the Remittance of the Tribute, and to my Knowledge he has done nothing to incur
the Difpleafure of the Board. I cannot therefore affent to his Recall.

* Mr. Barwell.—T he exprefs Purpofes to which Mr. Fowke was firft aP‘pointcd, wete the Invefti-
ture of the Raja, and the fettling 8 Mode for the Remitcance of his Tribute. His Commiffion
ceafed the Inftant the Obje@ of it was accomplithed, and Mr. Fowke ought then to have been re-
manded to Calcutta. He holds no Appointment, and therefore it cannot properly be ftiled a Re-
moval. I affent therefore to Mr. Fowke’s being called to the Prefidency.

« General Clavering.—In regard 1o the Recall of Mr, Fowke, and the annulling of his Qffice,
I cannot help conlfidering it as a vindi€tive Meafure, couched under the Appearance of Public
Service, and therefore diffent to the Motion.

¢« Goverrior General.—1I agree to both Motions,

« Refolved, That both the Motions propofed by the Governor General be carried in the
Affirmative,” | W)

Notice being taken that the Motion was refolved in the Affirmative, though the
Voices were equal; the Managers for the Commons were afked, Whether Colonel
Monfon was dead at that Time?

They informed the Houfe he was.

Then the following Letter, written by tlie Board to Mr. Fowke, was read by the
Clerk, ‘from the fame Book, p. 647. )

s “ To Mr, Francis Fowke,
“ "‘-’

“ The Objefts propofed by your Appointment to proceed to Benares being now accomplifhed,
we have thought it neceffary to annul the Commiffion’ which was given you for that Purpofe. We
therefose direc}, that you return to this Prefidency immediately on Receipt hereof.

. ¢ We are, &c,
Signed, Warren Hattings. Rich, Barwell,
J. Clavering. P. Francis.”

Read, the following Extract from the fame Book, p. 743¢ .

« Fort William, the 23d December, 1776. Secret Dep,
~ ' ¢ At a Council; Prefent, 3 77 Monday.
The Honourable Warren Haftings, Governor General; Prefident ,
R Lieub:ﬂqnt‘thcraP ohn Clavering,
‘Richard -Bw:ll,}m s
- Philip Francis, ar.

« The Governor General moves; That a Civil Servant of the Company be appointed to refide governor
at Benares on the Part of this Government, for the Purpofe of tranfacting any occafional Bufinefs General
which may arife between this Government and the Rajah of Benares; and that Mr. Thomas Gra- Ny ‘Tromas
ham may be nominated to this Office, and Mr. Danic{ Barwell to be his Affiftant, Graham

"+ ‘Mr, Francis.—If a Civil Servant was neceflary for the Purpofe defcribed in the Motion, I ‘,;igggg;“::d
 conceive that Mr. Francis Fowke was perfeétly well qualified for that Office.  I'have no Obje&ion, Benares.
however, ‘to cither of the Gentlemen recommended by the Governor General.
@ M. Barwéll-Agrees to the Motion, ‘

 General Clavering,—1I objeét to it, and leave the Refponfibility of the Meafure with the Go-

vernor General, who mufl anfwer foric. .

* Refolved,

" . % N.B, The Firht Motion has nakehﬁon o this Subje®.
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¢« Refolved, That a Civil Servant of (e Company be appointed to refide "ar Benares, on the
Pare of this Government, for the Purpofe of tranfacting any occafional Bufinefs which may arile
Mr. Thomas  between this Government and the Rajah of Benares.

Giahamap- — « Agreed, That Mr. Thomas Graham be nominated to this Office, and that Mr, Daniel Barwell
pointed Reli B . s

dent at Be-  be appointed his Afliftant.

nares, nndl

Mr. Danie . - g B “ .
Harwell hiy To fhew what the Opinion of the Court of DireCors was upon this Proceeding,
Afftant.— the Witnefs was direCted to produce a Letter from the Court of Dircflors of the

3oth of January 1778. _
The Witnefs produced Book 41, intituled, ¢¢ Bengal Difpatches, 3oth January to
28th December 1778.” ‘ ‘ . '
Read, Paragraphs 65, 66, and 67, of a Draught of a General Letter from the Court
of Diretors to Bengal, No. 4, dated  London, joth January 1778.”

¢« Our Governor General and Council at Fort William, in Bengal.
PerGrofvenor,  E8r. 65. ¢ In your Secret Letter of the 1gth of December 1776, you inform us, that the Pur-
Ofterley, ~ pofes for which Mr. Francis Fowke was appointed to proceed to Benaris being fully accamplithed,
Moodfrey, . you had annulled his Commiffion, and ordered him to the Prefidency. But it appears by your
" Letter of the 6th of January 1777, that in lefs than Twenty Days you thought proper to appoint
Mr. Thomas Graham to refide at Benaris, and Mr. Daniel Oétavus Barwell to be his Affiftant,

66. * If it were poflible to fuppofe that a Saving to the Company had been your Motive for
annulling Mr. Fowke's Commiffion, we fhould approve your Proceedings; but when we find Two
Perfons appointed immediately afterwards, wich Two Salaries, to execute an Office which had been
filled with Reputation by Mr. Fowke alone, and that Mr. Graham cnioys all the Emoluments an-
nexed to the Office of Mr. Fowke, we muft be of Opinion, that Mr. Fowke was removed without
juft Caufe, to make Room for Mr. Graham ; and that the Addition of Mr. Barwell’s Salary is
a clear Lofs of Three hundred Rupees per Month to the Company. ‘

67. ¢ As it was not pretended that Mr, Fowke’s Condué&t lLiud been exceptionable ; as he had
exccuted with the greatelt Punuality and Exattnefs the like Office to which you have now ap-
pointed Mr. Graham ; and as the Diffent of Mr, Francis, and the Proteft of General Clavering,
on the Occafion, had no Effeét; we think it proper to interfere, and therefore dire@, that M.
Francis Fowke be immediately reinftated.in his Office of Refident and Poftmaller at Benaris, We
however think proper to declare, that though we mean by this Order to do an A& of Public -
Juftice, we by no Means intend it as a Mark of Difapprobation of the Condu& of Mr. Graham,
whom we bzlieve to be a very deferving Servant of the Company.

[Signed at the End of the Draught]

Geo. Cumming, (Geo. Wombwell,
Tho. Cheap, ‘Wm. Devaynes,
Samuel Peach, Frederick Pigou,
, John Smith, J. Purling,
‘ Robert Gregory, John Harrifon,
. % London, John Roberts, Ben. Booth,
the goth January, 1778. * Nathaniel Smith, Geo. Tatem,
H. Fletcher, Charles B?ddam."

Then the Managers for the Commons propofed to rcad a Letter from the Court of
Direftors of the 27th of May 1779, to the Governor General and Council at. Fort
William, in Bengal, in confequence of the Orders in the laft-mentioned Letter being
. difobeyed. : L o

Tbl:g fame was objetted to by the Counfel for the Defendant, as not being applicabls
to any Allegation in this Acticle. ‘ , S

‘The Managers for the Commons being heard in Anfwer to this Objection, the
Counfel for the Defendant in Support of it, and the Managers for the Commons in

The Houfe adjourned to the Chamber of Parliament,
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Die Fovis, 28° Februarij 1788.

T HE Houfe being refumed, the ufual Proclamations made, and the Defendant af
the Bar, the Lord Chancellor faid, Gentlemen, Managers for the Houfe of
Commons, and you Gentlemen who are of Counfel for the Defendant, I am com-
manded by the Lords to inform you, that the Managers for the Commons are
permitted to proceed, and to read the Letter dated 27th May 1779, from the Court
of Diretors to the Governor General and Council at Fort William in Bengal,

Gentlemen, Managers for the Houfe of Gommons, you may proceed with your
Evidence. ,

Whereupon they called Mr. ROBERT HUDSON, who produced Book 44, in-
tituled, ¢ Bengal Difpatches 1779.” _

Read, Paragraph qoth of a Letter from the Court of Direltors to the \Governor
General and Council at Fort William, in Bengal, dated 27th May 1779 ; as follows :

40. * We have read with Aftonifhment your formal Refolution to fufpend the Execution of
our Orders relative to Mr. Francis Fowke; your Proceedings at large arenow before us; we
fhall take fuch Meafures as appear neceflary for preferving the Authority of the Court of Direc-
tors, and for preventing fuch Inftances of dire® and wiltul Difobedience in Time to come. At
prefent we repeat the Commands in the 67th Paragraph of our Letter of the joth of January
1778, and dire& that they be carried into immediate Execution.

« London, - Signed,

a7th May 1779. George Cuming, W, Devayries,
Henry Savage, L.. Sulivan,
Samuel Peach, John Harrifon,
Charles Boddam,  J. Purling,
Francis Baring, H. Fletcher,
J. Stables, John Michie,
George Tatem,  J. Manfhip,

Joleph Sparkes.”

To fhew what the Proceedings of the Governor General and Council in Bengal,
were, in confequence of the Receipt of the abovementioned Letter, the Witnefs
produced Book 53, intituled, « Bengal Council, 17th Jan. to gth March 1780.”

Read, the folfowing Extract from the Bengal Public Confultation of the 15th Feb-
ruary 1780, beginning at P, 275 of the faid Book.

« Fort William, 17th February 1780.
« At a Council ; Prefent, '
The Honourable Warren Haftings, Governor General, Prefident;

Philip Francis, _
Edward thlcr,} Efquires.
ifpofed.,

Y . .. Mr. Barwell in

o The Proceedin%:{gof the 14th inftant read and apXProvcd. ‘

s Read the 4oth Paragraph of the General Letter from. the Honourable the Court of Direétors,
dated 22th May 1779, - :

« Agreed, that Mr. Francis Fowke be appointed Refident at Benares, in Conformity to the
Intention of the Coart of Dire@ors, and that Mr. Thomas Graham be direCted to deliver over
the Charge of that Office to him on his Arrival there,”

Then the Managers for the Commons ftated, that in Point of Order and Regula-
rity they ought next to proceed and thew that the above-mentioned Appointment of Mr,
Fowke was annulled by Mr. Haftings, and the Reafon of its being fo annulled ; but,
as that did not ‘halgwn till the Year 1781, a very fhort Time previous to Mr. Haft-
inggi?#;_;gﬁng:up,thé;\ ountry to Bendres, ‘it would be better to produce that Evidence
in the Chain of Time when it would more regularly and properly come in; that they
fhould ‘mow therefore proceed to thew what was ftated in the Charge, as the ﬁr{;:

e | Breac

Pub. D
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Breach of the Engagements entered into with the Rajah Cheyt Sing, namely, the firft
Demand of Five Lacks of Rupees, made upon him in the Year 1778 %: That they
fhould prove the Demand, the Compliance of the Rajah Cheyt Sing with that
Demand, and the Debates of the Council in Confequence of it.

Then the Witnefs was direfted to produce Book 13, intituled, « Bengal Secret
Council, 1 June to 10 Auguit, 17728.”

The Managers for the Commons informed the Houfe, that on the Day of the Con-
fultation they were now about to refer to, viz. the Bengal Secret Confultation of the gth
July 1778, Mr. Haftings laid before the Board a Variety of Propofitions ; but as the
did not feen connefted with each other, they fhould only read that Part which
related to the Rajah Cheyt Sing, namely, the Second Propofition, with the Obfer-
vations and Refollution of the Council thereupon. '

Accordingly the Second Propofition, and the Opinions of the Board thereupon,
were read by the Clerk; which done, the Counfel for the Defendant defired thar the
Firft Propofition might be read. '

They were informed by the Houfe, that by the Rule which had been laid down,
they might call for any Part to be read which they thought material, effential, or
giving a Colour; that that was the Rule, and the Houfe had great Confidence that
nothing improper would be called for; but it was impoflible for the Houfe to fay
what was or was not relevant in this Stage of the Bulinefs.

The Firft Propofition was read ; after which the Countel for the Defendant being
afked, if there was any other Part of this Confultation that they defired to have read,
made Anfwer, * if they might.exprefs a Wifh it was, that the Whole of the Gover-

- nor General's Minute might be read.”

Secret Dep,
Thurfday.

TheGov.Cen.
to the Sccre-
tary.

Governor Gee
neral's Mi.
nute,

Read, the following Extralts of Bengal Secret Confultation, gth July 1778, begin-
hing Page 1, of Book 13. : ,
« Fort William, the gth July 1448,
«“ At a Council; Prefent, | )
The Honourable Warren Haftings, Governor General, Prefident,

Richard Barwell,

Philip Francis, }Efquircs.

Edward Wheler,
¢« Read the Proceedings of the 7th inftant,
“ The Gavernor General having fent the following Note to the Secretary on the Evening of the

7th Inftant, it was immediacely fent round to the other Members of the Board, and the Meeting of
the Council poftponed accordingly till this Marning :

s 8ir, ‘ . ‘ o
¢t Fearing that the Shortnefs of Time will not admit of my being prepared for the propo
Mecting of the Council To-morrow, I defirc that you will inform the Gentlemen of the Board,
that it 1s my Wifh ¢o poftpone it, with their Permifiion, to Thurfilay. "
119 nm’ .
« J. P. Auriol EfQ.” < (Signed) Warren Haftings.”

“ The Governor General delivers in the following Minote: \

« 1 ftate the War with France as a Fa® of undoulted Certainty. It is the Part of this Govern.
ment to confider in what Manner it is likely to affe& the Britith Poffeffions in India, and to provide
accordingly for their Sccurity. This muft comprife and limit all our Operations. In the View of
the opening Scene, the relative Conditiens of the Parties engaged in it will merit our firft Atten-
tion, and cannot fail to engage it by the Rriking Conteaft which appears between them and I
meation it becaufe I whink it an efiential Point in the Confideration of owr firft, and perhaps our
future Meafores, R R

rodl wioh that of

* Qreat ss the Power iy which the Britith Nation has acquived in India, compats
its Rival, its genoral Linc of Adion is and muft be c purcly defealive, T can i the Preach
nothing, Even the Capture of Pondicherry, and of the other Pofielions of the Erench, will yield
no pofitive Advantage to the Englifh, ‘alchough it will deprive ‘the French' of their Inftroments -of
Attack, and thereby affeét our owa Safety.. ' e e R

* From this Point, therefore, all our Conclufions muft ' originate, and 44 oo Miex

laid ‘?t mobgﬁge'-p;to Pf um‘fyﬁbubkwi ‘ 'ﬁﬁfﬁfw&mim Tt
againft Bombay or Fort St. George,: ' Bengal will be their laft, at dontt shiw difbang
Fa Tthrcﬂ{kngy of Fort §t, Gedirgr . B’ai%ﬁ'e_a‘ in WG the con L. of !

can add nothing o ‘them, but in:the Efeéts of our &lmwﬂrt

3

yielded it u Inrge Supply of Treafare, - 30 Pequires no other prtfeat’ M40
R et M’ NSNS 1’;‘,_._,“."__““,\ ‘{ L “'f‘ e "V:HY"'““‘&‘ ,‘ *“.7"\"44‘4’:“n ) - . R i
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= Bombay requires every Thing. Weak in itfelf, and entangled rather than ftrengthened by its
difiipated Poffiefirons on the Continent, it can only defend itfeif againt a dire€ Invafion; and to
that it i8 perliaps equal, if it has to contend with the French alones but this is unlikely. The
1aft Advices from Poona contain fuch Evidence as the Event itfelf muft foon refute or realize, of
an-Engagement acually made by the French Minifter there to bring a large Military Force to
Poona, profeffedly defigned to act with that Government againft Ragoba, who at that Time re-
fided at Bombay, under the Englith: Protection. \

« In Effe&, this is the obvious Policy which the French ought to adopt, if they feek to regain
their Influence in India, and it is'no longer to be doubted that they have adopted it. They have
befides an ancient Claim to the Alliance of Nizam Ally, which is infured by their accidental Union
in & common Gaufe, the Defénce of the ruling Adminiltration at Poona, of which his Letters to
Mr. Rumbold and the Nabeb of Arcot afford an' undoubred Proof. ’

« Jt is then certain that the French mean to efbablifh a firm Intereft at Poona. It is probable that
they will effet it. ' The Confequences may be the Attaok of Bombay, or, without it, the Ke-union
of the vait' Powers of thy Maratta State under -its prefent Government, ftrengthened by fo formi-
dable an Alliance; and a predatory War brought by their united Force into the Dominions of our
Ally the Nabob of Owd; or even into the Heatt of our own, ' L

“ To goard againft fuch Confequences ouglit, in my Opinion, to be our firft Objeét, both for the
immediate Defence of Bombay, and the further Security of Bengal.  We cannot fend Succours
dire@tly to Bombay. - If Bombay fliould be attacked by the Frerch "unfugported by a Maratea Al-
Nanice, I have alieady fid thae I hopeies prefent Force is equal to its Defence : Bur if it thould be
axtacked, or in certain Danger of being attacked, by the French and Marattas in Alliance, an of-
fenfive War muft be undertaken in Defence of Bombay. -

« The Detachment under Colone! Leflic: may be employed in this Service. It can be fpared with~
out Danger to Bengal, which is fecure from a prefeat Invafion, and can foon be replaced. But it con-
fifts of a Force too inconfiderable to engage fingly in fuch a Conteft. Unlefs it can be afiifted by
an Ally equal in Power, or fo nearly equal to'that of the Pethwa, as to give our united Strength a
Degree of Superiority over the Combination to which it would be oppofed, the Undertaking would
be too hazardous. Modajee Boofla, the Chief of Berar, anfwers to this Defcription. His Family
has always borne a confiderable Rank among the Powersof India. His Father, Ragojee, fubjedted
the Provinces of Bengal to the Choyt, under the Government of the moft able Chief that ever ruled
them, ' Hiselder Brother, Jan e, atracked and burnt the Cicy of Poona at a T'ime when the
Power of the Pefhwas far exceeded its prefent State, ‘and the Maratta Conftitution refpecting Berar
was undivided. * Fis Dominions extend from the Sea Coaft of Oriffa, and from the Weftern Borders
of Bengal, -to the Neighbourhood of Aurengabad: - His Revenues; though not proportionate to their
Magnitude, is * confiderable, and his ftanding Forces are numerous, exclufive of the Militia, which,
in all the Maratta States, is always ready to join the reguiar Armies when tiky take the Field,
While the Coneeft prevailed between Ragonaut Row and the Miniftegjal Party, Moodajee fided
with the former, ‘his Brother with the latter. This Condu& drew on him the Refentment of the
Minifters, who, as foon as they were freed, by the Interpofition of this Government, from the
Dread of their great Competitor, encouraged and fupported the Nabob Nizam Ally Cawn, in an
Tnvafion of his Country, which ¢ that Time had not yet recovered from the Diftra&ions occafioned
:}' the Contention between the Two Brothers, On this Occafion he was glad to purchafe a Peacs

Nizim Ally Cawn, with the Lofs of fome Forts of Confequence, the Remembrance of which he
il retains, ‘with a Determination’to avail himfelf-of . the Firft Opportunity to reclaim them.

 Asthe Provinces which are now united under the Government of Berar are & conftitutional Part
of the Maratta Empire, anatural Enmity muft ever fubfift between them who poffefs the Sovereign
Aurhority, ‘and the Rulers of Berar, the former looking to the Recovery of their unalienable Rights,
whe latter jealous of their [ndependency, - Thus Moodsjec may be confidered as the certain Enemy
of the Pethwa, into whatever Handy the fu&tuating State of the Parties at Poona may throw his
Adminifteation. Bur a late' Event has given Modajee Pretenfions to a Rank even more elevated than
that of the Pethwii. I .nead not.inforin the Board, chat the Power which the Pefhwa pofiefled for
about Forty Yeare pafd, -is an LHutpation on the Sovereign Autherity vefted by the Confitution in
the Raja.  Raja Saboo, the lafl who retgined it, having no Children, adopted Moodajee Boofla,
and, ds I am informed, defigmed him for Mis Succeffor. But Ballajee, the Pethwa or Prime Minifter,
had the Art to deprive Moodajee of the Benefit of this Intention, and to transfer the Inheritance to
Ram Ruja, 'who was alfo aa sdgpred San of Rjo $Ahoo, and an Infant at his Death. Ragoojee, the
Father:of ‘Modajce, inftantly matched to Poonn with-a formidible Army, and by a Negotiation of
a Day, obained, for. the Surrender qf his Son’s a&ual Pretenfions, a large Acceflion of Territory

-and-other Advantages, fill referving 4 fazdre Claim 1o the Rajathip, and refufing to commit him.

gﬁ} _any formal Deed jo.an Acknawledgement of the Title of Ram Raja. From that Time the

tsndeurof his Family may be'dated, ?: igojee contioued to authenticate all his public A&ts by

£iv¢ Watte of 84boo Raja ; ‘and o the Seals which have been affixed to all the Letters which I have
received. from: Shabajee Boofla, and even fince his Deach from his Brother Moodajee, they are
frited the ' Vaffals of Sshoo Raja. Tknow net ,w;i@h;f;cming‘ mew-‘m».Moodajec’vo.zmﬁgz Views.

- RamRjs-disdvin Depewser 1at, sd the Succeion i, gicher till vacast or but lately filled.” Mooda-
joes Righes are Ml in foroe, -and unqueltionebly fuperior to any other. . =

v *&“{3 éwﬁ ﬁlo!?tndtbc Thread of this Narrative to relate & Tranfaction which ‘ilir‘ings it nearer to

' this Government, An Allianlge with the Boofla Family has been long its Objc&é

* Sic in Orig,

f the
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and confiderable Advances were miade to the Attainment of it in the Adminiftration of Lord Clive.
In the Jatcer End of the Year 1773, Shabajee Boolla fent a Vakeel to me with Letters containin
general Profeflions of Attachment, but exprefled with fuch Warmth as induced me to aim at.a forma
Conneétion with him.  Finding the Vakeel an intelligenc Man, I fent him. back with a Plan for
that Purpofe.  Unfortunawly Shabajee fell by the Hands of his Brother. - But Moodajee himfclf
foon after adopting his Brother’s Line, again deputed the fame Vakeel to Caleurta; but many
Caufes, which it is unncceffary to enumerate, prevented me from improving the Difpolition of this
Chief. A conftant Intercourfe of Letters, and in fome Degree confidential, has been kept up
between us.  On a falfe Rumour of the Death of Ram Raja, forefecing the Ufe which might be
made of this new Diverfion in the Maratra Policy, 1 employed the Agency of the Vakeel to excite
the Ambition of Moodajee to afpire to the Sovereign Authority, which fuch an Evyent, then pro-
bable at leaft from the infirm ftate’of the Raja, and the Diftractions at Poona, feemed to prefent to
him ; and 1 intimated the fame Advice in a Lewter which I wrote at the fame Time to Dewargur
Pundit, the Minifter of Moodajee Boofla, and the Man whoft"Counfels have long guided the
Affaits of that Government. While thefe Lietters were-on their Way, the Raja died: No Anfwers
were given, for the Purport required none, but every Letter fince rcccive(f from Moodajee and
his Dewan has repeatedly and urgently preffed the Difmiffion of the Vacqueel, for the Purpofe, as
exprelfed, of communicating with him on Affairs of the greateft Jmportance. The Vackeel is at
this Time with Colonel Leflic. ~ : ‘ ‘

** From thefe Facts it will appear, that Moodajee Boofla is by Intereft and Inclination likely to join
n an Alliance with this Government, and that Two Advantages may be offered to him as the In-
ducements toit. The Firft is the Support of his Pretenfions to the Sovereign Power; the Second,
the Recovery of the Captures made on his. Dominions -by Nizam Ally., On .our Parts we fhall
poflefs a powerful Barrier on our Froptier ; .an Aliance which may countérbalance, ‘and if properly
managed, may totally overthrow the prefent Power of the Maratta State, and. give us a lafting
Afcendant, in, its Operations, and for ever diffipate all the Defigns which the French have at chis
Timefo wifely, and hitherso fuccefsfully, concerted for their Aggrandizement and our Deftruétion.
A more. fortunate Concurrence of Events cowld fcarcely have becs con¢eived, than thofe which
appear of themielves to draw the Two States of Berar and Bengal into a decided and latting Union
by the powerful Bonds of common Intereft. and common Danger. - The Poona Government is the
natural Enemy of Moodajee. . Itis ours by their Connettion with ournatural and declared Enemy,
the French. Nizam Ally is the declared Enemy of both, and the Contiguity of our refpeitive
Territories, in the wildeft and leaft vajuable Parts of both, and of Courfe the leaft fubje@t to Com-
petition and Incroachment, renders them important and eflential to the Strength of both,

“ On thefe Grounds I recommend that a Company's civil Servant be deputed to Moodajee Baolla,
with full Power to form a Treaty of Alliance between. that Chief and the Company, on the Terms
herein above ftated, Thefe may be hereafier detailed in his Inftruétions, . = =~ R

§  (The Goveraor Gengral ®.—* It was my Intention, had the Time permitted it, to have €xtended
« the above Mipute into, othér, Details, immedistely required for the internal Defence of thefe Pro.
* vinges. 1 can. now only, ftate.thofe which are moft urgent in fhort Propofitions,  The Reafons,
“ if neceflary, may be given feparately... ., ..o (. Y SRR
s 1ft. I propofe . that three additiona) Battalions of Sepoys be immediately formed upon the
« Plan rccommended by General Stibbert.) LT

[** 2dly. That Rajah. Cheit Sing be required.in Form to contribute his Share of the Burthen
of the prefent, War, by co‘nl&nc'\%;:tq the Eftablithment of Three regular Battalions of Sepoys,
to be raifed and maintained-at his Expence.}. ... .. o o o 0

§  (* gdly. That the Militia Corps ibe se-citablihed for the Defence of the: City of Calcutta ;
« and- for this Pucpofe, if it Mall be found, neceflary hersafter, 1 would further tecommend,  thac
«.the, Commilfioner of Law Suits, with the Affiltance of the Company’s Astoraey and Standing
«« Council, be inftru&ted to prepare a Bul for its Jegal Incorporation. . ..~ -~ :

% gahly, That the Mu(’cgr‘m?ndm ~be .direled so confule fame of -the moft able Seamen of
* thig Port, upon the Means of forming fuch an Addition to_our Marine Eftablifhment, as may
_be mait efcttual for the Communication of immediate Intelligence of the Approach of an: Ene..
4. my's Fleer, or Gngle Ships of War, and for ‘cutting away the Buoys,. and ufiog fuch wther
« Precautions as may be necelfary for guarding this Port and its Commerce dgainft the Effe@s. of
« a. Surprize, ’ ‘ L Sl SRSt

§

¢ gebly.. That the Opirion of the Chief Engicer b alft takén with refpofk to the o
« which may be necelfary to prevent or impede the Progreh of an Encmy by thc:

J EM ",‘\\;“ .

$CORIVEE s e Lo N

- % 6ehly.  That the Commander in Chief be requefted 0 furnith the. Boatd with fuch & geaeral
- Plan of Defence as e thall judge necellary; in. Addition 6 she iphebias Difpofition of our
s Army, and in she Suppofition rhat ‘the Detachment now employed under Colonel Lellie may

“ nas, retvrnfora Eength of Time, into, she - Proviites, and 10" sttt the Boird'with it when
- prepared.

* <Fbe Puretiacloled i
Exerabls pacticulatly. oofermed

, d to jn s L
be made ufe of, for the Iameo Pm{c
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wmthly. The Propofition with which T fhall now conclude, 1 offer with much Diffidence arid

s« Hefitation, It has been the conftant Subjedt of my Thoughes fince our Jaft Meeting, and,
. % though I now incline to recommend it, I fee the Objections to it in fo ftrong a Light, as added

« perhaps:to thofe which may be fuggefted by other Members of the Board, may induce me to
s« change it; but [ will briefly ftate it. - The War having been notified to us, though not by Au-
s thority, yet confirmed by Evidenice of fuch Strength as to amount 10 a Degree of Certainty next
 to ablolute, fhall we proceed upon it as upon the Grounds of a War declared and notified in all
*¢ its Forms? O fhall we waitthe Confirmation of it, which it is probable we may not receive for
« this Month or Six Weeks yet to come? The Confequence of our Determination on this Que-
« ftion, if in the Affirmative, will be inftantly to detach a Military Force to guard the Approaches
« of Chandernagpre, to demand the Surrender of that Town, and to appoint Commifatics to take
* Poffeflion of the public Stares, Shipping, and private Effects of the Inhabitants. This com-
¢ bined Queftion I propoft for the Determination of the Board.

“ The Firft Queftion being confidéred, is agreed t0.”)

* Ordered, That the Secrctary to the Military Department do prepare and lay before the Board Three addr-
an Eftimate of the Expence of the above Augmentation, and of that which will arife from the [/ona! Hats-
Increafe of Men to the prefent Eftablithment lately ordered in the Military Department.

“ The Second Queftion confidered. ‘ ‘ ,

[l“ Mr. Francis.On the Suppofition that the Detachment now employed under Colorel Leflie Raiah Chclt
will not return for a Lenyth of Time into the Provinces, 1 acquiefce in' the Propofal telative to 5 patta
Raja Cheit Sing ; but I think be fhould be informed that this additiontl Charge will not be ima tions.
poied on him beyond the Continuance of the prefent War.

“ The Governor Generali—The Qualification propofed by Mr. Francis is confonant to thy In-
tention in the Quettion, and is implied in it. I fhould have no Objetion to it’s being expreffed
in an additional Claufe. : o : _ ‘

“ That our Refolution upon this Subje& may be unanimous, I agreed to add to the Quettion
the following Words, ¢ and to be difbanded at the End of the War;” but perceiving that
the Difference in our Opinion upon the Subjet arifes not from a Difagreement refpeéting the
Requificion fimply confidered by itfelf, but from a different Underftanding of the Right of the
Company to exact, under any Preflure of Affairs; more than the Sum ftipulated by the Sunnud
granted to Cheyt Sing, and the Cubbooleat given by him in return, I muft adhere to the Queftion
as it ftands, wifhing to. avoid the 'Qieﬁian of Right. ' If, however, we cannot agree upon the
Point, fill I would with to have the Requifition made in the Words of the Quettion, and leave the
Decifion of future Right to our Superiors. ’

« Mr, Wheler.—Wilhing to avoid the Queftion of ‘Right, I acquicfee in the Motion; but I
think it thould be qualified in the Manner g:opdfed by Mr. Francis. : S

« Mr. Barwell—An Acquifition of Revenue and Military Force 1 fuppofe s have been an-

nexed to the Grant of the Zemindarry of Benares and Gauzipore to the Company. Any military
Eftablilhment, independent of the Englith Adminiftration, in the Heart of the Company's Do-
minions, may in the Time of Danger be turned la&ainﬁ'thofe Interefts which, under another Po-
licy, it would prote®. 1 have long regarded the Military Eftablifhment of Benares under the Ra-
Jjah’s native Officers, and not fubjedt to the Difcipline, Command, and Regulation of our own
Battalions, as a Defect; I theretore moft heartily agred to the -prefent Propofal, for Three- dif-
ciplined Battalions. ro be kept uEmd puid by the Rajah, and fincerely hope the Company will
direi, that the whole Force.of Benares and Gausipoor, under the Zemindary be placed upon the
fame i'?ooting as the regular Military Force of the Prefidency, '

¢ The Governor Generali~1 -agree to the'Queftion in' the original Form of it, deeming it 8
Right inkerent in every Government to impofe fuch Affeffments as it "ud%:s expedient for the
common Seevice and Proredtion of all its Subje@ts, and we are not pncclud'cd rom it by any Agrees
ment {ubfitting between the Raja and this Government. ” A o

« Refolved, That Rajah Chrit Sing be required in Fortm to contribute his Share of the Bor-
then-afithe prefene War," by che Eftablihiment of Three tegular Battalions of Sepoys, to be raifed
and maintained. ot his Expence, .and she Governor General is to write to him to lﬁat Efied] &3

s¢ The Board agree to the Third Queftion. : Militia efts.

‘ o . ‘ blihed.
« Tothe Fourth Aged.] ‘r:h;iu .
: R g ™ , H ' » onal.
« Agresd to the Fifth, {or f@m pcmdmgl’y‘,aﬁ‘ned_ by the Secmnry. | f&&‘m“"‘
c h‘:ef Ta the Sixth agreed. The fqupwing Letter is accerdingly written to the Commander in -
"3 .. “7To Brigadier General Stibbert, Commanider in Chicf, &c. &c. &c.  Tothe Com.

‘ «,”‘,‘.,Si& L I S A e s ey i AU g U\Mﬂ‘ n
* Having reccived Ineligence, whih we deen ceran, chat War has e declared between Chict
France awzwd. we think it roper to take the earlieft Means to provide for the Safety and
. Defence.of thele Provinces. We bave alresdy agreed to reife and form Three additional .

s mpop the Plan recommended Jou We propofe that Reja Cheit .Si:gaﬂwu be

requined 1 encertain, Thire ssgular Bactalions at his Expence, for his Pare of the Burthen of the
| . e -‘ . ’ E k » | W‘f,
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War, and we fhall immediately give Orders for re-cftablifhing the Militla' Corps fof the Deferice
of the City of Calcutta, _ - o

“ We have thought it neceffary to acquaint you with the Preliminaries, and we now requeft
that you will furnith us With fuch a general Plan of Defence as you fhail judge advileable, in Ad-
dition to the prefent Difpofition of our Army, and on the Suppofition that the Detachment now
employed under Colonel Leflie will not return for a Length of Time into the Provinces. When

the fame fhall be cdmpleated, you will be pleafed to notify it to-us, that we may appoint a Day for

your Attendance with it in Council.
« Fort William, gth July 1578, We are, &c.”

& The Séventh Queftion is refolved in the Affirmative : And . |
¢ .Agtréed, That Lieutenant Colonel Dow the Commanding Officer at Burruchpoor, be imme-
diately ordered to ftation Guards or Detachments of Sepoys on the Road leading to Chanderna:
ore;, with Orders to prevent the Tranfportation of any Goods or Effefts from thence, and that
he demanid of Mr, Chevalier, the Commandant of Chandernagore, the Surrender of the Town,
Bhipping, Stores, and dll other Effeéts, borh public and privite, into his Handa, o
% Relolved, That the Quarter Mafter General be dire@ed to furnith Licutenant Colonel Dow
immediately fuch Boats as he may require by Indent for this Service. ’
¢ Relolved alfo, That Mr, Leonard Collings be appointed Commiffary to feceive all fuch Goods
and Effe@s belonging to the French at Chmdetmfore as Lieutenant Colonel Dow fhall confign
to his Charge, and that he be directed to form an Invéntory of the ‘Whole, as foon as poflible,
and tranfmit a Copy thereof to the Board.
« Agreed, That Mr. Collinggs be petrhitted to take with hitn any Writer in the Company’s Ser-
yice, who may, 4t this Time, be unemployed, if he thould require a Perfon to affift Wi, -
« Refolved, That the following Inftruttions be immediately iffued to' Lieutentine: Coloned
* @ To Licutchatit Ctlbnel Alexandér Dow, commanding the Troops at Burruckpore.
5‘ Siﬂ : v ‘ ’ S
. 4 In tonfequence of a Detlaration of Wir, which hay been made between France and England,
in London on the 18th March, and in Patis on the goth March 1977, 'We do hereby order and
command you immetiiately to ftation Guards or Detachments of Sepoys on the Roads leading to
€handernagore, with Orders toprevent the Tranfportation of any Goods or Effe&ts from thence, and
3 demind from Mr. Chevalier, cié Commandant at Chandernapore, the Surrenderof the Town,
Shipping, Stores, and all other Effects, both public and private, into your Flands. You will
mit.the Commandant, and fuch of tli¢ Inhabitants as will pafs their Parole, to remain in quiet
offeflion of their Houfes, and make Prifoncrs of them who fhall refufe ot evadeic,. -~ -~
¢ v cafe of & Refufal to furrender the Town, Shipping, amd Effefls, as demanded, you will
wke Poflefion immediately by Force, ' e © e

“ You wil Be farrifhod with ai Gider to-the Quatcer Malber Géntral w fapply you immedistel
‘ y

with fuuh | a3 ydum:‘y‘;' ré frony’ him. by Indent, for croffing the Troops over the River,
for taking Pefieffion -of th ps, and fach other Services a3 may domand the Employment of
Boats for the Execution of thefe Orders. .~ . © - oo E

« Ais it is not ltkely, from the defencelefs Seate of Chandernagore, that sny Oppofition fhould

Be a ted, we recommend it to you .0 fhew sll polfible Lenity and Tendernefs to the Inhabi.

vants in the Executiog of thele Orders, which however mult be exécuted without ahy Délay or Re-
~ fervation for further Inftrutions.. .. st el T T

. % We hive sppeinted Mr; Lieonanit Gollings, & ‘Commifiry, to take Charge of the Stores and

Effelts which wwy bedelivered up wiyoh.. We. thesdfore ‘difire. that you will :caufe -them o be

mxde'over tobm, . RS e

- * Fors William, oth July 1778:., L Weam &

% Agteed, Tw"eggnih.ynoﬁinfonui the Star Armed Vefll do imediacely procesd down the
~ River, to feite all the Frknch Vefiels and Pilots which he ‘may be ableto find, and being'vher to

bﬂér!\oﬁt

tuin Riobinfo:
to feize the
French Pilots.

e ~
i e Y

Clcum. ‘ PR "
" The following Letter is therefore written to him by the Secretary,
g o o To'Coflsin Ritiah, Cortommderef e Mpcsiog Stut; ..
.S, S ST T A T
% Youae hereby direed to proceed down the. Riper with this Tide, €0 feite all the French
ik Yokl a2d Plow :
- will be immediately fnt on-bostd pou iteReant, 1
to him, ‘to poiAt out 1o you Juch i) Ja'Rp suay be inthe Service of tig
Beeution of ehix Service:the utmoft Secrooy s v be-sbfeond.

. the Ma

ots which you:tnay be able to #ind, and bring them up to Caleutts, © A Pilot

Yelay
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down the River, and to point out all the Pilat Sloops or Veflels belonging to the French, that he
may fee or be able to get Intelligence of in he River. , ‘

« Refolved, That Orders be immediately difpatched to the Provincial Councils of Patna, Moor-
fhedabad and Dacca, to take Poffeflion of the French Fattories at thofe Places, with all the Pro-
perty belonging to that Nation, and to attach the Perfons of all the Subjeéts of the French Nation
who fhall refufe to pafs their Parole.

« The following Circular Letter is accordingly written to Patra.
« Gentlemen, ‘

« In confequence of a Declaration of War which was made by the Court of Great Britain againft
France, on the 18th March laft, and by France againft England, on the joth of the fame Month,
we do hereby order and command you to fend a Military Foree to the French I'attory, to demand
of the Chief the Surrender thereof, with all Stores and other Effeéls, both pubiic and private,
into your Hands. Such of the Inhabitants as wili pafs their Parole may be permitted to remain in
quiet Poffeffion of their Houfes 5 bue all the Subjcgts of France, either wirhin the French Fa&ory,
or in other Places within the Limits of your Authority, wirs thall refufe or evade to give ther
Parole, are to be feized and made Prifoners. _

¢ In cafe of a Refulal to deliver up the Fa&lory, &c. as demanded, you will immediately take
Poffeflion by Force.

“ You will eaufe an Inventory to be made of all the Effe@s which fhall be delivered up, and
tranfmit a Copy of the fame to us, taking proper Care to preferve them untouched.

* Fort William, gth July, 1778, We are, &c.”

s¢ The fame to Dacca and Coflimbuzar.

&t Refolved, That the following Orders be immediately iffued to the Commanding Officers of
Berhampore and Dinapore

“ To the Commanding Officer at Burhampore,
« Sir
“ You are hereby commanded to pay immediate Obedience to fuch Orders as you thall herewith
receive from the Chief and Council at Moorfhedabad. ' .«
¢ Fort William, gth July, 1778. We are, &c.”

¢ The fame to the Commanding Officer at Dinapore, to obey the Orders received from
Patna. :

« There being no Brigade Scpoys at Dacea, an Order to the Commanding Officer of the Militia
Corps {tationed there, fimilar to the above,. as that Corps is immediately under the Direétion of the
Provincial Council.

s Refolved, That the following Letter be written to the Dutch and Danifh Settlements, and
t;:gt kthey be tranfmitted to Lieutenant Colonel Dow, to be forwarded by him whenever he fhall
think proper :

prop “ To the Dire&or and Council at Houghly,
s¢ Gentlemen,

% We have received Intelligence too well authenticated to doubt its Veracity, that War was de.
clared by the Court of Great Britain againft France on the 18th of March laft, and by the Court
of France againft Great Britain on the 3oth of the fame Month. We have therefore thought it
incurmbent on us to take Poffeflion of thé Town of Chandernagore, and to artach all the French
Property which fhall be found in thefe Provinces; but as we think it probable that Endeavours
will be ufed by the French to cover their Property under the Marks of Dutch or Danith Colowrs,
to remiove with it into the Limits of the Territories of thofe Nations, we expe@, from the Friend-
thip fubifitting between your Nation and our's, that you wifl take effetual Means to difcourage and
prevent the Succels of any Artempts of that Nature. o
’ « Fort William, 7th July, 1548, We are, &c.

# The fame to Fredricknagare,
¢ Warren Haftings,
Richard Barwel
P. Francis,
Edwatd Wheler,”

“The Managers for the Comions tieing atked, i they coulc;.producc the Inftrumients
which paffed on the Occafion referted to in the Evidence given Yefterday *; viz. thé Sun-
‘nud, Poira, Coulnama, and Cabooleat, acquainted the Houfe that they could not ; but
withed thie Hotfe to obferve, that when the Governor General moved the Propofitions
read Yefterday, they were declazed to be withaut Encreachment of tlie Rights of the

S e ~ " Rajah,

To the Offi
cers com-
manding at

Dinapore and
Berhampove:

* Vide Ex-
tract of Con-
fultation, oth

Sept. 1775-

h-
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Rajah, and that they had read the Deeds and Inftruments which pafled between
Shujah ul Dowlah and the Rajah, from the Confultation of the 4th of October
4 Vide fupra, 1473, given in Evidence on Tuefday 4. However, with rcff'pc& to the Sunnud, they
g believed they could make it out thus: That upon the 15th of April 1776, a Sunnud
was prepared to be given to the Rajah Cheyt Sing: That that Sunnud was figned by
the Board, but the Rajah refufed to accept it on Account of a Claufe contained in
it, declaring all former Sunnuds to be null and void: That in confequence of this
Refulal, the Board ordered a new Sunnud to be prepared, omitting the Claufe to
which the Rajah objetted : That this new Sunnud did not appear ; but that it feemed
to be a fair Inference, that the Sunnud fent up the fecond Time, was the fame as the
former Sunnud rejected by the Rajah, omitting the objettionable Claufes ; and there-
fore they would now read that Sunnud. '
The Witnefs produced Book go, intituled, ‘¢ Bengal Secret Council, 4th March to
16th May 1776.” '
Read, the following Extralts from Bengal Secret Confultations, 15th April 1776.

Secret Dep, ¢« At a Council; Prefent,
Monday. The Honourable Warren Haftings, Governor General, Prcfident;
Lieuenant General John Clavering,
The Honourable George Monfon,
Richard Barwell, Efquires
Philip Francis, } quires.
« Fort William, the 15th April 1776.
“ The Secretary having prepared the Sunnud and Petta for Rajah Cheyt Sing’s Zemindarry,
now begs Leave to lay them before the Board, with a Copy of an Obligation to be executed by
him for the Remittance of his Tribute.
« ‘The Board having figned the former
¢ Ordered, That they be tranfmitted to him, and Tranflations of all of them entered in their
Place. :
“ Tranflation of the Sunnud granted to Rajah Cheit Sing, for the Zemindarry
of Gauzipore, &c.
« Be it known to the Mutfudies in Office, prefent and to come, Canongoes Mukudums, Riotts
Cultivators, to all the Inhabitants and People refident, and belonging to Circar Benaris, Gazy-
pore, and Chunar, in the Soubah of Allahabad, that, Whereas by virtue of a Treaty with the
“Nabob Afoph ul Dowla, concluded on the 20th of Rubby ul Awal 1189 Hejiree, or 22t May
1775, the Government and Sovereignty of the Circars abovementioned has' bren ceded to the
Honourable Eaft India Company, from the 4th of Jummafly ul Awal 1189 Hejiree, or 4th July
1775. The faid Eaft 1Adia Company therefore, in virtue of the Rights thercby obtained, do
confirm unto Rajah Cheit Sing, the Zemindary, Aumceny, and Fonjedarry, of the faid Sircars,
‘agreeably to the Zemmin, together with the Cutwallies of Juanpoor and Benares, and the Mint
of Benares, from the faid Date; whatever Gold and Silver fhall be coined in the Mint, the faid
Rajah fhall coin in conformity to his Muchulka, He is not to be, in the fmalleft Particolar,
remifs in the Obfervation and Execution of the feveral Duties incumbent on him; he is to behave
with Modcration and Kindnefs to the Riotts and People, to promote the Cultivation and Increate
of Inhabitants, and Produce of the Lands, expelling Thieves, nightly Affaulters and Robbers,
and fo cffectuelly punithing the Difturbers of the Peace, that no ‘T'race of them may be feen;
and he is to pay a Tribute of 23,40,249 Benares Mucklidar Rupcees, or 22,66,180 Calcurea
Sicears, annually to the Company's Treafury. Should he receive Orders to pay the above Re-
venue at Benares, he fhall, in that Cafe, pay the Sum of 23,40,249 Benares Mucklidar Rupees,
‘each Rupee to weigh 10 Maffy, and to conrain two Ruttie, and two Chowl of Alloy, and no
more, muld the Weight be lefs, or Alloy more, he thall make up the Deficiency.  Whenever
‘the Money fhall not be wanted at Benares, he is to remit the annual Amount of 23,66,180 Sicca
*« ThisWord Rupees punctually, agreeably to his Kifts, and Muchulka *, by Monthly Payments at Calcurta,
afterwards or- 1, Confideration of which, he fhall be allowed a Deduétion of Two per Cent. amounting in all

. dered to be

firuck out” to Sicca Rupecs 44,434 : 14 : 5 Account Hindowany, or Exchange, which being deduéted, the
net Amount is 22,21,745 : 5 : 7 Sicca Rupees of Calcutta, which he is to pay at that Place.
After the Settlements of Accounts at the End of the Year, he fhall, in the cuftomary Manner,
receive .Credit for his Payments ; and he is by no means to colle&t the prohibited Abwaub of the
Durgah of his Majefty. This Sunnud being granted,. is to remain in Force, and all former Sun.
nuds to become null and void.. You the Mutiuddies, and ‘Perfons above-mentioned, arc to regard
the faid Rajah as truly and lawfully poffefied of the Zemindarry, Aumeeny, and Fonjedarry of the

above Sircars; and to acknowledge his- Authority in the feveral Acts appertaining there-
“unto. Know that we have here iffued ‘the moft firi@t and pofitivé Corimands, and obey them
sccordingly. - - el L S : L : -
“ o Wtirten on fhe a5th of Suffek,.ag.Sun, or 15th Aprit apw6...

“ (Sigaed) by the Governor General and Council,
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‘ o ‘ ) % The Zimmeen.

« The Office of the Zemindarry of Sircar Benares, Gauzipore, Chundara, the Cutwally, the
Duties, and the Mint in the Soubah of Allahabad, have been conferred upon the gieat Chirt
Rajah Cheit Sing Beladre, alfo the Aumeeny and Foujedary.

« Mchals 19, viz.
¢ Sircar Benares.,
¢ Chundara,
* Sircar GGauzipore.
¢ Mohals of Jaunpore, comprehending Maul and Duties.
¢ Havily Mah¢ abad Benares. 4
¢« The Caus Daums, or for fupplying Clothing to the King.
¢ Peggunnah Bhadurry.
« The Talook of Sukramow in Chundara.
¢ Suktufgur.
¢ Bidjeypore.
¢ Sekunderpore.
¢« Khireed Shadyabad.
¢t Tuppa Serringa.
¢« The Cutwally and Duties of Benares, Free.
“ Ditto Ditto of Jaunpore, Ditto.
¢¢ The Mohal of the Mint of Benares, Ditto.
* The Benares Mukeemi, or Brokerage. :
¢« The Sungurzenne, or Stone Weighing of Benares, and the other Mohuls,
¢ The Yantefauly, or Office of Muttufluub of Benares.

«« Copy of a Potta granted to Cheit Sing,

« This Potta, containing the underwritten Stipulations, is granted unto ‘Rajah Cheit Sing
Behadre. Sircar Benares, GGazypore, Chunar, and the Mohals of Sircar of Jaunpore, compre-
hending the Maui and Duties, Havily Mahomed Abad Benures, the Khaus Daums in Pergunna
Bhadurry, Talook of Sunkeramow in Pergunna Chunara, Suktifgurra, Bejeepore, Sircar Gauzi-
pore, Pergunnah Sckunderpore, Kheireed, Shadyabaud, Putna, Sirrungen, including the Cut-
wally Duties of Jaunpore and Benares, the Mint of Benares, the Mookeymee, Yahrifaule, and
Stonc Weighing, both Maul and Duties, and the Dewanny Dultoor, excepting the Nancar of
Half the Jaghier of Bhadurry, the exempted Jaghiers and Ayma which have been inferted for a
length of Time in the Accounts as Deductions; all the Articles of the Tahud are fetcled upon
you from the 4th of Jamaudy ul Awil 1189 Hejiree, or the 4th of July 1775 Englith, at a Sti-

ulation per Annum of 23,40,249 Mucklidar Benares Rupees, not fhore of the V%cight of Ten
affa each, and not containing a greater Portion of Alloy than Two Ruttics, and Two Beringee,
agreeably to your Mutchulka and Cabooleat. This Sum you will therefore pay, but fhould it
not fuit the Conveniency.of the Company to receive it at Benares, yow are to pay it in Calcurta in
Sicca Rupees of Calcutta, amounung in which Specie to 22,66,180 Sicca Rupees, the Amount
of Hindofaun, or Exchange allowed you, at the Rate of Two per Cent. is Rupees 44.434: 14 : 5
which being deduéted, the Net Sum will be 22,21,745 : 1 : 15 Sicca Rupees of Calcutta.  This
you are to pay, without the leaft Deducion or Depreciation whatever, in the Courfe of each Yeary
by Monthly Payments, agreeably to your feparate Kiitbundee. This you are to pay without any
Allowance for Secbundey.  You will remit the Money to Calcurta without fail conformably to the
faid Kiftbundee. '

« Particulars of the Tribute, (viz.)

* Former Cabooleat, - 20,86,607
% Dedutt Nancar. - - 9,800
¢« Exempted Lands. - 8,000
¢« Moafty Fourth Part and Siry Sicca. 2,358
« One P{alf Joafghier of Bhadurry. 67,500
&« Altumgaw of Muflaummut
Muraud Barnoo. } 500
88,158
. 19,98,449
% Addwe—Nuzzeranina, 90,000
¢ Tuppa. - 345207 13
% Mukeeme, &c. 1,800
Lo st s 1,26,007 12
« Enereafes—-Tota] 350,000
| « Dedué 34,207 12
2,15,792 4

el

| anry over, = s Benares Rupees, 23,40249 °*
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Brought over, == Benares Rupees, 23,40,249
«« Batta to reduce them into Siccas 24,069
« Remains, Sicca Rupees 22,66,180

¢ Deduét Hindooaun 43,434 14:5

« Remains net Amount in Siccas 22,251,745 : 1:15

« Written on the 26th of Suffer V!V7th Year, or 15th April 1776.
arren Haftings.
J. Clavering,.
R* Barwell,
P. Francis.”

The Managers for the Commons ftated, that they would next proceed to fhew the
Objections made to this Sunnud and Potta, by the Rajah Cheit Sing, as contained in
a Letter from Mr. Fowke, the Refident at Benares, dated 17th July 1776, and the Pro-
ceedings of the Council thereupon.

The Witnefs produced Book g2, intituled, * Bengal Secret Confultations, 1t July
to 3oth September 1776.” :

Read, the following Extracts from Bengal Secret Confultations, sgth July 1776.

‘ « Fort William, the 2gth of July 1776.
Secret Dep, e At a Council', Ptcfcnt.
Monday. The Honourable Warren Haftings, Governor General, Prefident.
Lic:tegagt General John Clavering, '
Richard Barwell, .
Philip Francis, . Efqutrcs.
The Honourable George Monfon, indifpofed.

« Honourable Sir, and Sirs, _

¢ I am honoured with the Receipt of your Commands, dated 24th June, direfting the Erafe-
ment of the Word * Muchulka,” in the Sunnud and Potta which accompanied Mr. Auriol’s Lester
of the 26th April. . I have, in Confequence, acquainted the Rajsh with your Orders upon this
Subject, and have called upon him to reccive the new Sunnud and Porta, and to execute his
Cabooleat.  He has declined the Acceptance of the Sunnud and Porta, for which he afligns thefo
Reafons ; that any Erafement in a Sunnud or Public Deed is totally unpracedented in the Ulfages
of this Country ; -that the Claufe in the Sunnud by which the: former Sunnuds are declared to. be
null, is likewile comitrary to Cuftom and Pra&ice y and further, that in the above Claufe,. the
Word ¢ Sumnud * being ufed in the plural Nurober, the Coulnama, which he received with the
formet Sunnud and lgomh, is thereby likewife rendered woid and of no Effef.. The Rajab
objefts to the Execution of the Caboleat on Account of the Claufe it contains, by which she
former Sunnuds are annulled. He declares himfelf ready to return the old Sunnud and Pottsh
upon Receipt of the new ones; and has requefted that @ Reprefencation of the above Circum-
fiances may be made to your Honourable Board.

 Benares, «“ I am, &c, &c. |
17th July 1776 * (Signed). Francis Fowke.”

 Ordered, That the Secretary prepare a new Sunnud and Portah, omitting the Word
“ Muchulka,” and the Sentence declaring the former Sunnuds to be null, and that thefe be tranf-
mitted to Mr. Fowke, with Direttions to reteive back the temposary Potah and Grant which
were firft allowed him.” : o :
« Regoilvcd, ‘T'hat the following Letter be written to Me, Fowke,
6 r’ ‘ ‘ . )
« We have received your Eetters of the 15th and 17th inft.

« 4n-Compliance with the Requeft of Rajah Cheit Sing, we have ordered the Sunnud and
Pottah for bt Zemindarry to be made out anewy with the Omiflions which he "has folicited, and
we fhall retain thefe Grants to be exchanged for the Caboleat to e enectttd on his Part, which
his Vackeel has gromifed to ubtain from him, . T o

“ You will receive back from the Rajahthe temporary Graats. whicl you: détivered to ‘him on

-your Arrival at Bewares, ant recarn-them to us, or let him do it through his'Vackeel ; the Sunnud
and Poutah, formerly fent you ly tht Sccretary, Yo wit slio sewmfmit to. vs.
' = bsd dite End of the Leeteer?
! o “ Weare, 8¢,

b i b

6 " BNG Sigostuees

" The
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The Managers for the Commons being afked, if they had any Evidence to fhew
whether the Firft Sunnud was returned, according to the Order of the 29th July
1776, juft read; and alfo, whether the Second Sunnud was ever executed, acquainted
the Houfe that they had laid before them all they knew, or could find upon the
Subject. That they would now return to the Evidence they were about to give when
the above Enquiry after thc Sunnuds, &c. was made, namely, to fhew that the
Demand of Three Battalions from thc Rajah Cheyt Sing, propofed by Mr. Haftings
in the Confultation of the gth July 1778 *, was converted into a Demand of Five
Lacks of Rupees.

The Witnels produced Book 14, intituled, ** Bengal Sccret Confultations,
17th Augut 1778, to 25th January 1779.”

Read, the following Extract from Bengal Secret Confultation 17th Auguft 1778,
from Page 12, fame Book.

« Fort William, the 17th Auguft 1778.
¢« At a Council; Prelent,
The Honourable Warren Haltings, Governor General, Prefident.
Richard Barwell,
Philip Francis, }Efquircs.
Edward Wheler,

¢« The Governor General delivers in the following Minute.

¢ The Governor General lays before the Board the following TL.etter from Rajah Cheit Sing,
and informs the Board, that having called upon Ally Nucky, the Rajal’s Vackeel, for an Ex-
planation of his Malter’s further Sentiments upon the Subjeét of it: he received the tollowing
Anfwer from the Vackeel, being the Subftance of a long Converfation, viz. ‘U'hat his Mailer was,
at all Times, ready to pay Obedience to the Commands of the Board, and o afford every Croof
of his Atachment to the Company ; and that the Rajah had guthorized him to declave his Ac-
quiefcence in the Requifition of a Subfidy, equal to the Expence of T'hree Battalions of Scpoys
for the Service of the War,

« The Vackeel contended much for fixing the Sum of the Subfidy at Three Lacks of Rupces.
The Governor told him, it could not be lefs than Five, and received his Confenr, in his Mafter's
Name, and in virtue of the Authority which he derived from the Rajah, to the Payment of that
Sum for one Year; his Authority extending no further,

« The Governor General is of Opinion, that as: the Rajah’s Confent has been expreffed with
fuch a Limitation, and cluded in his written Anfwers, the Payment of the Subfidy ought not o
be left fubjeét to the Contingencies which the Courle of the Year may prodice, but immediately
demanded. He computes, that the Amount of Three Battalions of Sepoys on double Batta,
exclufive of Tents, Arms, and contingent Charges, will amount to Rupees 4,76,000.

“ On thefe Grounds he moves, that the Subfidy to be paid by Rajah Cheit Sing, for the Main-
tenance of Three Battalions of Sepoys during the Courfe of the War, be fixed at the annual
Sum of Five Lacks of Muchledar Rupees; and that he be immediately required to pay that Sum
into the Hands of the Relident Mr. Thomas Graham. ‘

‘¢ (Signed) Warren Haftings.”

«¢ Mr. Francis.—I acquitfce, tho’, in my own Opinion, it would anfwer as well to us, and be
Jefs diftrefling to the Rajab, if the Subfidy were added, in equal Proportions, to the Monthly
Kifts of the Tribute.

¢« (Signed) Philip Francis,
“ 1 agree. (Signed) Richard Barwell,
“ Agreed. (Signed) Edward Wheler.”

* From Maha Rajah Cheit Sing, received 3oth July.

« T have been honoured by the Receipt of your gracious Letter, communicating the Intelli-
gence of a War having broke out between the Courts of Great Britain and France, and defiring
tne to take on myfelt a Share of the Buriden of Expence. My Patron, I am the Servant of the
Sircar. I will write you more fully hereafter. On all Occalions, I am hopeful of your High-
nefs’s Favour and Support. :

<« Refalved, That tlxc’fbilowihg Letter be written to Mr. Graham, and that Notice of the
Board's Refolution be given to. the Perfian Tranflator, that a Letter be accordingly prepared to be
fent to Rajah Cheit Sing.” ,

“” sir ’.

“ Thinl,cing it necefary that Rajah Cheit Sing thould be required to contribute his Share to

fupport the Burthen of the prefens War with France; we reflolved that Three Battalions of Sepoys

" fhould be raifed and mainrained at his Expence; and the Rajah, in Anfwer to a Letters which the
Pr N .
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Governor General wrote to him on the Occafion, having, by Means of his Vackeel, apréed td
pay a Subfidy of Five Lacks of Muchlidar Rupces for one Year, but not authorized his Vackeel
to extend his Acquicfcence further.  We deem it neceffary, and have accordingly ordered that the
Rajah fhall immediatcly pay this Sum into your Hands ; you will therefore receive the fame from

him, and remit the Amount of it to the Prefidency.
« We are, &c.*”

Notice being taken that the Evidence, as to the Change of the Demand from
Troops to a Sum of Five Lacks of Rupees, was, as far as appeared at prefent, in-
complete, in as much as it was not diftinctly fhewn from whom, or how that Change
originated ; the Managers for the Commons were afked, ¢ Whether they had any
Evidence of the Change of the Propofition made for a Supply of Three Battalions of
Troops to that of a Sum of Money, beyond what appcars in the Minute delivered
in by the Governor General on the 17th of Auguft 1778 27

The Managers for the Commons made Anfwer, That no other Evidence appeared.
But as it was a Matter fufficiently notorious that the Governor General is the Perfon
who officially communicates, on the Part of the Company, with the Vackeels of all
the forcign Princes, they conceived it to originate from the Converfation which the
Governor General, in the abovementioned Minute of the 17th of Auguft 1778,
ftates to have pafled with the Vackeel of the Rajah.

'To prove the Demand of the Five Lacks made upon the Rajah; the Requeft of the
Rajah to pay them by Inftalments,, and that upon the Proceedings in confequence of
that Requeft, one of the Council diffented materially upon the Queftion of Right ;

The Witnefs was direCted to produce Book 21, intituled, ¢ Bengal Council,
2d September to 22d October 1778.”

Read, the following Extralts (beginning at Page 362, of the fame Book) from
Bengal Secret Confultation of the 28th of September 1773.

¢ Fort William, 28th September 19%8.

« At a Council 3 Prefent,
The Honourable Warren Haftings, Governor General, Prefident ;

Richard Barwell,
Philip Francis, Efquires.
Edward Wheler,

¢ Read the following Letter from Mr. Graham, Refident at Benaresi

« 1 think it neceffary to inform you, that nowwithftanding Seventeen Days are clapfed fince
your Orders arrived here, dire€ting the Rajah to pay into my lglands the Subfidy he had agreed
to pay of Five Lacks of Mutchilidar Rupees, he has not yet paid me One Rupee, and offess as a
Reafon his inability to difcharge the Whole at once, and requefts me to reccive it by monthly
Payments. Your Honourable Board’s Orders authorizing nothing of the Kind, I have acquainted
him that it is impoffible for me to come into his Requeft, and have repeated my Requifition, which

.1 have indeed been urging every Day fince the Receipt of your Orders, to pay me the whole

Amount as fpeedily s pofiible.
¢ I have the Honour to be, with the higheft Refpeét,

Honourable Sir and Sirs, &c,
- ¢ Benares, the 14th Sept. 1778, (Signed) THOMAS GRAHAM, Refident.”

[* The Governor General lays before the Board the following Lettcr from Rajah Cheyte Sing :

« From Raja Cheyte Sing, 28th Sept,

s¢ ] have been honoured with your gracious Letter, defiring that I will, as a Subje&t of the
Company, take on myfelf the Payment of Five Lacks of Mutchledar Rupees, as my Proportjon of
the Expences of the prefent War, and g:y them to Mr, Graham. Although I have no Ability left,
and the great Burthen of Expence I laboured under from the Time of the %eccafe of the late Raja,
till the Expiration of the Nabob Vizier's Authority over me, is well known to God and your Excel-
lency, yet, folely with a View to Cumpliance with your Orders, and to prove my Fidelity, having
fold and pledged every Thing 'bclong'mg to me, I will make good the aforefaid in nitalments in Six
or Seven Months, although by parting with my Effe&ts, which are clearly neceffary, I am left in a

* N. B.. No Signature to this Letter.
S State
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State of Inability for the future; yet you will fhew me much Favour that I fhall again recovef
mylelf.

A As a Time is required for the Sale of my Effedts, and raifing the Money, I hope, from your
Kindnefs, that the Officers of Government may take from me, in diffcrent Payments, the faid Sum
in Sonant Specie, as Ithallnot be able to procure this Sum in Muchledar Rupees; and that you
will be gracioufly pleafed to affix your Signature to my Requelts, thac 1 may apply mylclf with
Sarisfaction and Affiduity to the Bufinefs of the Sirkar.”

« Governor General —The Subftance of this Letter, and the Requifition made by the Rajah to
Mr. Graham, differ fo much from the chearful and ready Acquicfcence with * the Rajah’s Vakeel,
Shaick Ally Nucky, made in his Maftes’s Name to the Demand made on him for this Sublidy, that
I think it neceffary, for my own Juflification, to call upon the Secretary to certify the Accuracy
of my Minute dglivered on the 17th Auguft, containing the Affent expreffed by the Vakecl, in his
Mafter’s Name, to the Payment of the Subfidy.

« The Sccretary acquaints the Board, that the Governor General delivered to him the Minute above
mentioned, previous to his laying it before the Board, with Orders to explain the Contents of it to
the Rajah’s Vakeel, that it might corretpond with the Acquiefcence which he had delivered
he accordingly communicated the Minute to the Vakeel, and received from him a Conlirmation of
the Terms therein exprefied. ‘

« The Governor General moves, That Orders be written immediately to Mr. Graham, that

he do, on Receipt of them, demand of the Rajah in Perfon, the Payment of the entre Sum of

Five Lacks of Rupees in the Space of Five Days, and declare to him in the Name of this Board,
that his Refufal or Negle¢t to complete the Payment within that Time, fhall be deemed equivalent
to an abfolute Refufal, and that he be forbidden, in that Cafe, to hold any farther Intercourfe with
the Rajah until he fhall have advifed us of the Particulars of the Raja’s Conduét in this Inftance,
and receive our Orders in Confequence.

¢« Mr. Franas,—I beg leave to aflk, Whether there be any Letter from the Raja himfelf to the
Governor, in which his Confeut to pay the Five Iacks, in the Manner agreed to by the Vakecl, is
exprefled, or the Vakeel’s Engagement to that Effect confirmed.

« Governor General—All the Rajah’s Letters will be found in the Book of Perfian Correfpon-
dence, to which I refer; but I well recolle¢t that the Affent given by the Vakecl was exprefied in
Terms the moft peremptory that could be conceived, cither confirmed by an Qath, or his own Lite
pledged for the Performance of it. My Minutc was drawn up from Heads of what pafled in Con-
verfation with the Vakeel, and when it was explained to him by Mr, Auriol, he was very defirous
of correcting a Part of it, which made the Acquicfcence of the Rajah appear too general, and that it
might be fpecifically limited to One Year; his Powers, he added, cxtended no further, The
Correction was accordingly made upon the Spot in the Room adjoining to this, and the Minute
immediately recorded. 1 defire the Secretary to mention whether this agrees with his Recolleétion
of the Matter.

¢ The Secretary very well recolleéts the particular Circumftances alluded to by the Governor
General, and therefore offers his Teftimony, that the Vakeel declared he was authorifed to ac-
quiefce in the Subfidy for One Year, but no longer, and defired that the Requifition might be li-
mited to that Time,

« The Minute was before indefinite.

« Mr. Francis.—I have no Sort of Doubt of the Reality of the Engagements made by the Va-
keel; the Queftion is whether they are Aéts of the Rajah, or made by fufficient Authority from
him. If the Vakeel had even a Letter of Credence relative to the Point in Queftion, it would be
fufficient. If he had, it muft appear on the Perfian Correfpondence, and 1 dcfire the Secretary
will read it
- «Governor General.~—1I have looked over the Book of Correfpondence. There are but Two Letters
upon the Subjeét. The Firft, a Letter recorded in Confultation the 17th of Auguft, acknowledging
the Receipt of mine, which contained the firft Requilition of the Five Lacks, and promifing an An-
fwer. The Letter recorded on this Day appears to be that Anfwer, as it begins with an Acknow-
ledgment of the firft Letter, and a fhort Recapitulation of its Subftance. My firft Letter was
written on the 11th July, Two Months and Seventeen Days from this Date.  If an Anfwer from
the Vakeel, during fo long an Interval, was not to be deemed authentic, the Rajah’s Silence was
more difrefpectful than a dire® Refufal ; but if it be admitted as_an Exculpation, his fureft Re-
medy againft any A&t of Government will be a Refufal to make any Reply to its Demands. 1 will
not conceal from the Board, that I have expetted this evafive Conduét in the Rajah, having been
fome Time paft well informed, that he had been advifed in this Manner to procraftinate the Pay-
ments of the Five Lacks, to afford Time for the Arrival of Difpatches from England, which were
to bring Orders for a total Change in this Government; and this, he was given 10 expe&t, would
produce a Repeal of the Demand made upon him by the prefent Government. ©On intimating
my Sufpicions of fuch a Defign to the Vakeel, he promifed he would write in fo effectual 2 Man-
ner .to his Mafter, as fhould, without Fail, induce him to make an immediate Payment of the
Subfidy, He, this Morning, informed me, that his Letter was difpatched on the 12th of this
Month ; its Effeét ought by this Time to have fhewn itfelf. Sufficient Time will have been givea
to the Rajah to obey the Authority of the Board by the Arrival of the Orders which I flave ngw

‘ propoled ;

* Sicin Oripy
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propofed ; and whether, in that Interval, he fhall ratify the Act of his Vakeel or not, I fhall con-
fider of little Confequence. If the Board will fupport their own Authority, he fhall be made to
ield to it,

e Mr. Francis,—There is no Queftion, but the Rajah muft yield to the Power of this Govern-
ment; and I fhall be as ready as any Member of this Board, to fupport its Authority, as long
as its Power is directed by Juftice. 1 did from the firft exprefs a Doubt, whether we had ftrictly
a Right to encreafe our Demands upon the Rajah beyond the Terms which we originally agreed
to give him, which he confented to, and which, as I have conftantly underftood it, were made
the fundamental Tenure, by which he held his Zemindary.  1f fuch Demands can be encreafed upon
him at the Difcretion of the fuperior Power, he has no Rights; he has no Property ; or, at leatt,
he has no Security for either, Inftead of Five Lucks, let us demand Fifty; and whether he re-
fufes, or is unable to pay the Money, the Forfeiture of his Zemindary may be the immediate
Confequence of it, unlefs he can find Means to redeem himfelf by a new Treaty. Having this
Opinion of the Demand idelf, as it originally ftood, it cannot be deemed extraordinary in me,
that 1 fhould proceed with very great Caution in enforcing any Penalties, which may be propofed
to attend his not inftantly complying with it. It appears that the Engagements made by the Va-
keel bave not been confirmed by the Rajah; andp that the Vakeel had not even a Leuter of
Credence from his Mafter. T know the Temper of black Servants too well to punith their Princi-
pals for any Alts done by them, or even to hold them bound by fuch Aéts, if not exprefsly or
virtually confirmed by themfelves. 1 do not mean by what I have fuid, that the Board fhould give
up the Demand, which they have already thought fit to make of the Rajali. That Refolution being
pafled, 1t only remains for us to take Care that it thould be carried into Execution without Harfh-
nels or Violence, The Rajah muft pay the Money if he has it; but I cannrot conceive, why we
thould infift on his paying 1t all at once. We do not inftantly want it} and it may diftrefs him in
the greateft Degree to part with fuch a Sum at a fingle Payment. My Opinlon is therefore, that
the iiquidation of the prefent extraordinary Demand upon him fhould be fettied by Kifthandy ;
and that he fhould be affured at the fame Time, that this Poard will not make any fturther De-
mands upon him. Under fuch a Settlement, unanimoufly agreed to, it is not likcly thatthe Rajah
will delay or evade a due and regular Execution of it, from any Hopes he may conceive of future
Relief by « Change in this Government.

¢ The Governor Gengral—The very Demand is itfelf a Proof that the Rajah expects fuch Relief';
and with Refpect to his Ability to pay the Sum o long demanded from him, or even Ten Times
that Amount, I fpeak within Compafs, no Man can doubt of it. The Alts of the Majority of
the Board sre the Acts of the Boartf. When the Perfon who is the immediate Obje of them ftands
fo high in the Public Eftimation, and holds Pretenfions, as it appears this Rajah does, to a Sove-
reign and Independant Authority, fuch A&s once paft ought never to be revoked : The Demand
made upon the Rajah was for immediate Payment, the Demand ought to be fupported rigidly ; but
I will fo far yield to the Neceflity of the Times, weakeniog as it may prove to the Powers of this Go-
vernment, at a Crifis, which of all others demand their moft vigorous Exertion, as to confent to a
Compromife, The Rajah has requefted, that he may be allowed to an the Sum required of him
by Inftalments, within the Space of Six or Seven Months ; I will confent to pardon his paft Contu-
macy and Difobedience, on Condition of his confenting to pay the entire Sum within Three
Months, which Time will have clapfed before the Orders now fent to Mr. Graham can take Ef-
fe&, alchough not a Rupee fhall have been received, to that Period, of the Payments which, by
his own Propofal, ought to be half completed. I defire thar what I have faid may not be mit-
underftood. 1 mean only to fhew, that inftead of the Harfhnefs and Rigour which have been im-
puted to this Government in its Frcfent Conduét to the Rajah, he has been treated with a Lenity
almoft equal to the Subftance of his own Demands. I think it unneceffary to reply farther to
Mr. Francis’s Minute, as 1 defire only to obtain his Confent to a Meafure upon his own Prin-
ciples, which ¥ underftand to be, that & public Meafure, nay, even an Opinion of Govern-
ment once pafled, ought to be invariably fupported, even by thofe who oppofed it in the firft

inftance. ,

« Mr, Francis.—It is generally true that a Refolution of Government once pafied fhould be
{upported ; but, where the Rights of others are concerned, it is only true with this Provifo, that
fug Refolutions are not dire€tly contradi€ory to the Principles of Juftice, or to the voluntary and
fundamental Engagements of the Government itfelf. This Board was already. bound to the Ra-
jah'by ‘certain Acts of their own, not carried by a Majority, but unanimoufy agreed to, 1 de-
fire tl!:a_tv-dtcy may be recorded in' this Place, :as 1 find them ftated in our Inftrutions to Mr.
Fowke., Lo : - o L
, ¢ Mr, Fowke, of the g¢th Augult 1775 AR
4. * Tt will be ﬁmper to affure the Rajah, that. we do not mean to increafe his Tribute, but
% to require from him the exact Sum, and in the fame Species of Rupees, :to be paid at Benares,
“ a3 he paid to the date Vizier Sujah Dowlah, befides whatever Equivalent may be fixed for the
“ Grant of the Mint aad Cutwilly to him 3 the Whole to be difcharged. by equal manthly Kifts;
% and if we fhould -find it‘expedient hereafter to0 reccive the Amount at the Prefidency, a fu;;;

a - a
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« able Dedution, or Commiffion; (hall be allowed 1o him for the Fxpence and Rifk of tranf-
s porting or remitting it.

¢ 5th, That under the acknowledged. Sovereignty of the Company, we are determined to leave
¢ him the tree and uncontrouled Munagement of the internal Government of his Country, and the
« Collection and Regulation of the Revenues, fo long as he adheres 1o the Ternis of his Engage-
“ ments, and will never demand any Augmentation of the annual Tribute which may be fixed.”

s If the Opinions of the individual Members, who then compofed the Board, fhould be looked
back to, I belicve it will appear that the Amount of the Tribute was. fixed at a higher Sum than
the Governor General then thought the Rajah ought to pay. This, however, is immaterial; 1
only mean to fhew that I adhere to my Principles, and that the Doubts which I huve conilantly
exprefied of the Jultice of encreafing our Demands upon the Rajah, which, it donc at ull, may be
doae ad libitum, were not i1} founded.

« Governor General.—I muft object to the Term ¢ unanimous,” applied to any Refolution
pafled at the Period to which Mr. Francis alludes, merely becaule my Dilient was not expreffed to
it.  The Quoration from Mr. Fowke's Inftructions related only to the fixed and annual Revenue,
but could never be underftood to preclude that Right which every Government inherently poflefies
to coutpel all its Dependencies to contribute, by extraordinary Supplies, to the Relief of extraordis
nary Emergencies; but though it were granted that this Injunction given to Mr. Fowke did exeend
to every Mode of Supply, fill the Argument will not apply to the prefent Queftion.  The present
Demand for the Subfidy, jult or unjuft; was made unanimoully, and theretfort, even on that Ground
alone, ought to be unanimoufly fupported.

« Mr. %-‘rancis.——Undcrﬁanding that the inftant Payment of the Five Lacks is ftill to be de-
manded in the Terms of the Firlt Propolition, and that no Relaxation from thele Terms was ia-
tended, I am againft the Motion.

“ Mr. Wheler,—1I am for the Queftion ; but am further of Opinion, that it thould be left to

Mr. Graham to determine whether to enforce Payment of the Sum required of the Rajah
for the prefent Exigencies of Government by one Payment, or whether to reccive it by different
Inftaliments, not exceeding Three Months from the Firt Payment to the Completion of the
Whole:
" Mr. Barwell.~~The Fafts that have been related to the Board by the Governor General, fpeak
the abfolute Neceflity of the Motion that has been agitated.  In thefe Sentiments it is incumbent on
me to fupport it; and I think, that, in Order to its full Efficacy, the Governor General fhould be
cm‘powered to purfue fuch Means as may fecure the Government from a Poffibility of a further
Difappointment.

s Governor General.—I cannot confent to the Qualification of the prefent Motion, recommended
by Mr. Wheler, for the Reafons I havealready afigned. With refpedt to the Propofition implied
in Mr. Barwell’'s Minute, 1 fhall take an carly Octafion to offer my Scntiments upon it, defiring the
Subjeét to reft here for the prefent. ’

¢ Mr. Francis.—If Mr. Barwell, in his Minute, means to give the Governor General, by his
Voice, any Powers whatfoever, independent or exclufive of the Board, I muft requeft he will be
pleafed -to explain himfelf. 1 am fure that no fuch Powers can be wanted on the prefent
Occafion. '

“ (zovernor General.—1I beg that the Debate, which is now uaneceflary, may end. The Morn-
ing has alrcady been loft in Words. As nothing more is propofed to be done, I hope it is unneceflary
that more of our Time fhould be confumed in incgc&ual Debates; even without a profefled
Object. ‘

s Agreed that the following Letter be written to Mr. Graham

¢ Sir, ,

& We have reccived yout Letters of the 15th July, gth Auguft, and 14th inftant.

“ ‘We cannot _confent to the Requeft of Rajah Cheyte Sing, to be allowed to pay the Amount
of his Subfidy, for the Expence of the prefent War for one Year, by monthly Kifls. Ouwr Orders
communicaged to him by the Goverpor General for the immediate Pdyment were pofitive; we
thercfore confirm thofe Orders, and dire& that on Reccipt hereof you wait on the Rajah forth-
with, and demand of him, in Perfon and by Writing, the Payment oz the full Sum of Five Lacks
of Muchlidar Rupees, the Sum at which the Sublidy is fixed, in Specie to that Amount, to be made
to you within Five Days of fuch Demand; and declare to him in the Name of this Government,
that his evading or neglecing to accomplith the Payment thereof within that 8pace, fhall be deemed
equivalent to an abfolute Refufal, and in Cafe of his Noncompliance with your Demand, we per-
emptorily enjoin you to refrain from all further Intercourfe with him, until you fhall have adviled
us of the Particulars of his Condu& in this Iaftance; and reccived our further Orders on the

Subjedt.
“ We are, &c.
« Fort William, - Warten Hattings,
the 28¢th September 1778, Richard Barwell,
o ‘ Philip Francis,
Edward Wheler.”]
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_ To prove Payment of the Five Lacks of Rupees by the Rajah Cheyt Sing, and an
Acknowledgement of the Receipt thereof ;

Read, Extratt from Bcn‘gal Secret Confultation of the 12th Oftober 1778, be-
ginning at Page 567 of the fame Book. '

« Fort William, 12th October 1778.
¢ At a Council; Prefent, :
The Honourable Warren Haftings, Governor General, Prefident.
Philip Francis, Efqui
Edward Wheler, } quires.
Mr. Barwell indifpofed,

‘¢ The Sccretary lays before the Board the following Note from the Governor General:

« Sir,
. % I herewith fend you Four Bills of Exchange, this Inftant delivered to me by Shekh Ally
Vuckee, the Vackeel of Rajah Cheit Sing, being for Four Lacks and a Half of Rupees, which,
with Fifty thoufand Rupees paid to Mr. Graham, complete the Sum of Five Lacks required of
the Regah for the extraordinary Expences of this Year. ' :
« Saturday Morning, I am, &c. | ’
1oth October 1778. (Signed) Warren Haftings.”

 Ordered, That the Bills be fent to the Treafury, and that the following Letter be written to
Mr. Grahar:

« Sir, . .

“ Rajah Cheit Sing has, by Means of his Vakeel, remitted Bills of Exchange to us for the
Sum of Four Lacks and Fifty thoufand Rupees, which, with the Amount paid into your Hands,
will complete the Subfidy of Five Lacks, requited as his Proportion of the Burthen of the War
with France for the prefent Year: We therefore dite(t, that you refrain from the Execution of
the Orders contained in our lalt Letter,

« We are, &c.

* Fort William, Warren Haftings.

the 12th O¢tober 1778, P. Francis.
Edward Wheler.”

_ To fhew what the Governor General's Opinion was of the State of the Bengal
Treafury at the Period above mentioned, the Witnefs was directed to produce Book 13,
intituled, ¢ Bengal Secret Confultations, from 1ft June to 1oth Auguft 1978.”
Read, the following Extratts from Bengal Secret Confultation, 1oth Auguft 1778,
beginning at Page 695 of the faid Book *.
“ Fort William, the 1oth Auguft 1778.
« At a Council; Prefent,
The Honourable Warren Haftings, Governor General, Prefident.
Philip Francis, ‘} Efaui
Edward Wheler, quircs.
Mr. Barwell indifpofed.

« The Proceedings of the 6th inftant read and approved. Mr, Barwell having fent in the fol-
lowing Minute to the Secretary, it was circulated agreeably to his Defire,

« Mr. Barwell.—In confidering the prefent State of the Treafury, a comprehenfive View is
doubtlefs propofed of the actual exifting Riches of the State to be commanded to any immediate
Exigency of Government, and not depending on Events, or a Revenuve, the Receipt of which
may be rendered precarious by the Approach of a foreign Enemy.—To effet this, it will be ne-
ceflary to ftare in Account the real unappropriated T'reafure, this Inftant in our Poffeffion: By un-
appropriated Treafure, I mean all Sums of Money, whether in the Treafury of Calcutta, or elfe-
where, not fubject to the current Difburfements of Government, and totally diftin& from the
Annual Revenue, which I fhall regard as appropriated to Civil and Military Purpofes, and to
Remittances to Bombay and China: And to obviate Doubts as to the Sufficiency of this Al-
lotment, 1 have anncxed official Eftimares of the Receipts at the Prefidency for the Four
enfuing Months of Auguft, September, October, and November. All pofiible internal

* The Paffages marked with this Bracket [, and the Hand pointing to it, infra Page 82—3, arc the Paffages
in this Conlultation which were ut firlt particularly referred to by the Mansgers for the Commons ; but Nonce
being taken that it was neceffury the Whole of the Eftimate fhould be flated, the Managers for the Commons

faid they delivercd in the Whole as Evidence.

2 Demands
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Demands thus fhewn to be provided for, we hold at this Inftant the following Sums in round
Numbers.

« Balanees of Calcutta Treafury, . £54,00,000
Balance in the Hands of the Paymaﬁers, &c Mnlxtary, ﬁatcd by thc
Paymafter General, 23,00,000
" Dedu& for all pomble Dxfburfemcnts ﬁncc the Board’s Call for a Statc
of ‘their Balantes — — —_ 7500000

‘ _ _ s 16,00,00Q
Cafh in the Hands of the Prefident of Oude ordered to the Prefi-
dency, the Receipt of this Sum cannot be doubted, as it is en-

urely unappropna:cd to any Civil or Military Expence — 32,00,000
Coinpated Batta or Affay, act leaft — — — — ~= 3,20,000
i 35,20,000
Tosal Amourit of Government’s una phcd Cath _— 1,05,20,000

« “I'hie reduced State of the Treafury, thereforé, is merely ideal, and the Government is only in
fach Degree poor; as thie Treafare exifting has been lefs conccntcred I am againft the Loan.’;
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“ Total of the Kiftbundec for 4 Months, or from Aug. to

Dee. 1757 —_ L= — e Rup’ 97,30,116 10 O 1
Deduét toral of Charges Civil and Military, and advance ac-
count Inveltment -— — —_ —_ 475175151 wm e

Overplus Rupees — 50,012,965 10 6 1
Add Reeeipts from Cheit Sing

4 M+, at 1,85,145, 6, 9 per M, is §* R 7540,581 11
), Beard of Cultoms, eftimated at what was received

fram thenee in the 4 Months of laft Year 350,000
D, Sca Cufloms, D¢ — —e 60,000

—ee 11,50,581 11

Sicca Rupees — - 61,63,547° 5 6 1

Pr Curt Rupees — —_— 71,490,714 14 5 Piece,

tort Wulliam, the 25th July 1778,
Errors excepted.
Charles Croftes,
Accomp® Gen' to the Rev, Dept.”

¢ The Governor General having alfo fent in the following Minute, it was circulated.

« Nir. Francis hes atiigoed T'wo diftinct Motives for his Propofal of opening the Company’s
Treatury for a Loan of 50 lacks of Current Rupees, at an Intereft of 5 per Cent.  Firfl, to fe-
carce i Provifion againll a Deficiency in our ordinary Supplics.  Secondly, to afford a Relief to
the wealthy Inhabuants, who, for the Want of fuch a Security for their Specie, might be induced
to fecrete 1t

“ The other Reafons cnumerated by Mr. Francis depending on thefe, 1 fhal) not feparately exa-
mine them.

“ In the firlt Place, 1t appears to me that Mr. Francis has been mifled in his Computation of
our actual Means, by forming it entirely in the Amount 1n our Treafuries at the Prefidency,
without taking any Notice of the Balances in the Provincial Treafuries, and in the other De-
partments, in which they conftitute, or at leaft ought to eonftitute, as much a Part of our pre-
fent Aflets, as if they were all depofited in the principal Treafuries.  But this Error has been fo
ably re€tilied by Mr. Barwell, thac it is unneceflary for me to add any Thing to his Obferva-
tions. 1 fhall take up the Subjet in another Point of Light, and in that in which alone jt can,
according 1o my Conception of it, be regularly viewed, or indeed without involving it in inf-

- pite Intneacy, as the Debate upon the Means of the atual Hour muft be continually varying, and
the Conclufiens upon it, even while they are forming, falfifed by the Difference between the real
and cllimated Amount of cach Day’s Receipts and Difburfements. :

« 1 fhall therefore confider the Subjet in its Relation not to a partial Period, but to the whole
Year, and fhew that inftead of the Deficiency which Mr. Francis apprehends, we fhall have a large
Supply of Cath at the End of it, and that therefore any Addition made to it by a Loan, will not only
jubject the Company to an unneceffary Lofs of 23 Lacks of Rupees, but lock up the greater Part of
the Amount from Circulation, into which it would probably be thrown by the ufual Means employed
by Individuals of employing their Money to Advantage. .

% [ L have annexed to this Minute, a Copy of the Eftifnate formed by our Accomptant of the
probable Receipts and Difburfements for the whole Year. Having carefully examined the feveral
Articles on cach Side of the Account, I fee no Caufe to doubt the Accuracy of any of them. But as
feveral Orders have lately been paffed which will produce a confiderable Addition to the Expences
ot the Year, exclulive of thofe ftated in the Eftimate, I fhall ftate thofe in grofs Sums, eftimated
beyond my Beliet of their probable Amount, which, dedué&ted from the Balance of the Eftimate,
will fhew the probable Sum in advance at the End of the Year.

[ fhall fisft infert the Balance of the annexed Eftimate, being the fuppofed

Sum which will remain after deducting ull the probable Difburfements from} 2,35,60,000

our expected Refources on the goth Apri 1779, —_— -—
.1+ Extraordinary Difburfements not provided for by the Eltimate, o
2. Six Battalions of Sepoys, — — — Lacks 10
- 3. Relolution and Charlotee —_ —— — — 5
4. Marine — — — — - 5.
5. Victualling Stores o, — — — 2
+ 6. Stores of the Works - — — — — 24
7. Native Ardllery — — - - 1
3. Additional Militia Sepoys - — : —_ e, — 14
g. Other Contingencies — o, oo e 21
R 30,00,000
Correéted Balance on the goth April 1779 e | 2405,00,000

e
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« Tt is my Belief that the real Expences will not exceed One Half of the Sum at which I Have
eftimated them, for the Period of Time for which they are calculated: but even if they be taken
much higher the expected Balance will be at leaft Two Crores of Rupees, a Sum excluding cvery
Idea of Diftrefs, and of the confequent Neceflity of borrowing Money to relieve it.] }

¢ T now come to the laft Argument, namely, the Relief which it will afford to wealthy Indivi.
duals, who might otherwife be induced to fecrete their Wealth,  To this I reply, that the Com.
pany’s Treafury is always open for Depofits, and there is no Doubr that thofe who would with to
avail themfelves of fuch a Security for their Property, would not wait for the Profit of 5 per Cent.
as an Inducement, if their only Alternative was to entruft it to the Faith and Cuftody of Govern-
ment, without Intereft, or to fecretc it, and conceal it with equal Lofs of Intereft; for it they have
other Means of employing their Money with an Intereft or any other Advantage on it, this, as I
have before obferved, would bean Objeétion to the Receipt of 1t in the Compuny’s Treafury, as it
would then be dead, inftead of being profitably given to Circulaticn,

« But in difcuffing this laft Motive, it may be proper to attend to a Point on which I am not fuffi-
ciently well informed. It fhould firft be known, whether the Native Merchants are defirous theme
felves of lending Money to the Company on the Conditions propoled by Mr. Franci. In ny
Opinion, the Propofition fhould come from them ; if precipitately from us, 1t would probubly,
at this Time, occafion an Alarin, or convey an Impreflion unfavourable to our Credir,

W. TR
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“ D Abftra& of an Eftimate of the probable Refources, and to balance.
Cafh rcmammg in the following Departments on goth April 1778, ]
General Departmcnt g
Civil, . - - 1514,20,000
Military, by Eﬁxmatc, - . - 20,00,000 %
Marine, - - - . - 6o,000
1,34,80.ood
Revenue Department - . - - '8 R*' 50,00,000 °
Batta, 16 per Cent. 8,00,000
58,00,000
Commercial Department, - - - - - - - 21,0d,000}
2,13,80,000
To Receipts expected in 1778-9.
General Department.
Civil,
Draughts on Europe, - - 10,00,000
Calcutta Cufloms, - - 3,30,000
Mint Duties, - - 50,000
Poft Office (_()llcéhom - - - 50,600
Rajah Cheit Sing’s lr.butc, - 25,570,000
40,00,000
Military. ‘
Army Subfidy, - - - - 34,60,000
Marine.
Sales of Naval Stores, - - - -y - 39,000
B 74,490,000
Revenue Department.
Receipts of Revenue as in 1977-8, - - 2,4.4,00,000
Batta, 16 per Ccnt . - 39,04,000
— 2,83,04,000
Commercial Department. "
Import Sales, - - - - - 18,50,000
Export Sales, - - . . - 60,000
Ophium, - - - - - - - ,00,000
Sat Committee - - - - = 27,J0,000
55,80,000%4, 13,74,000
Nabob Affoph ul Dowlatl.--Ealance due from him zoth April 1778, - . 26,70,000

Current Rupees, 16,54,2.4,000

Fort leham, Auguﬂ 1778,
‘ Errors excepted.
(Signed) : W= LARKIN S
| Accountant Ge_m:rd.’f
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« Difburfements of the Bengal Government from 1t May, 1778, to 3oth Aprii, 1779, Ccr

By Difburfements expected in 1778-9.
General Department.

Civil Charges asin 1777-8, - - 28,00,000
Military.
Paymafters to the Army, - 85,00,000
Mulitary Stores, - . 4,500,000
Garnifon Provifions, - - 2,00,000
Fortifications and Buildings, - §,00,000
1,00,00,000
Marine. - - - - - 5,00,000
e | 3 2,00,0Q00
Revenue Department.
Difburfements as in 1777~8
Charges, - - 46,45,000
Snpcnds and Allowanccs, - 19,75,000
Salt, - - - - 4,00,000
Ophium, - - - 6,00,000
Salt Petre, - - - 20,000
StR*  47,00,000
Batta, 16 per Cent. 12,312,000
s 80,312,000
Lord Clive’s Jaghire, - - 2,60,000

Commiffion on the Revenues.
Two Years will be due, - 2 1,98,000

— () ,90,000

Commercial Department.

Suppofe, - - - ‘ - - < 1,40,00,000
' ———13,66,90,000
Extraordinary Difburfements which may take placc in 1778 9
Account Depofits, - - , L 8,10,000
Mayoi's Court, D° - - - - - - - - 1,58,000
Commiffion due to General Coote, - - - - 40,000
Bondeéd Debt, - - - - - = . 4400,000
—1  14,08,000
Supplies to other Prefidencies,
Bombay, - - - - z < 15,00,000
Canton, - - - - - - - 10,00,000)
Madras, - - - - - - 10,00,000
Bencoolen, - - . - - . - 2,50,000
st, Helena, - ‘ - : - 10,000
 37,60,000
4,18,58,000

By Balance unappropriated, - 2,35,06,000

Cutrenit Rupees, 16,54,2 44000
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<« Mr. Francis replies to the above Minute as follows : :
« Mr. Francis.—The Confiderations which led me to think, that, in our prefent Circumftances,
a Loan of Forty or Fifty Lack might be an advifeable Meafure, and to recommend it to the
Board as a chﬂion worthy at leaft of their Deliberation, were founded on Two Data, which I
conceived were not difputed. ,
« ‘T'he firft is a matter of Fa&, capable of immediate Proof ;—the fecond is a Suppofition, fo far
admitted by the Board, that it has already been the Ground of feveral important Refolutions.
« It is a Fa&, for which I appeal to the State of the Treafury, figned by Mr. Crofts, that we
have this Day no more than Current Rupees 37,15,131, applicable to the Company’s Service, in
which Sum is included 2,99,199 in Bullion uncoined, and 4,84,726 in Paper Security.

¢ The whole Balance in the Treafury is - —_ —_ §0,09,314:2 -
¢ Deduél the Depofits — — — — 12,94,183
¢ Remains —_— — — -— 37,155,131 : 2

« Inftead of this Sum, the Balanceis ftated by Mr. Barwell to be 54,00,000. He alfo ftates the
Balances in the Hands of the Paymafters at 16,00,000, calculated, as I prefume, from the Balance
which was in their Hands at the End of April. By a Computation, with which the Paymafter

" General has this Day furnithed me, it ar;;pcars that the Balances, which they will have at the End
of this Month, will not exceed Current Rupees 5,37,702.

« When Mr. Middleton’s Remittance fhall arrive, Credit may be taken for it in the State of the
Treafury. In the mean time it is fo much Bullion uncoined, the Produce of which cannot be alcer-
tained, nor co I fuppofe that any Part of it will be coined thefe Six Months. "The Suppofition to
which I have alluded is, that Bengal will be invaded.  On this Principle we have augmented our
Army; on this Principle we ought to provide fuch Refources for fupporting a War as cannot be
affe@ed by the Events of the War itfelf. I was not unacquainted with the general State of our
Revenues, or the Refources which we might reafonably depend on in a Time of Peace and Tran-
quility, thou%h my Reliance on Eftimates is by no Means implicit. But the Cafe of an Invafion of
this Country fuppofes a very different State of Things; and for my own Part, I have no Doubt it
would be followed by a general Failure in the Colletions.—I would not teult the Defence of Ben-
%Ial’ on which the Exiftence of the Eaft India Company, and 1 fear, the public Credit of the

ation, may, at this Time depend, to any Refources which we ablolutely have not in our
Poffeffion, efpecially when Security may be purchafed at an Expence fo very trifling, that, in my
Judgment, it does not deferve a Moment’s Confideration.—The Money to be borrowed would not
be taken out of Circulation, though it fhould lye untouched in our Treafury ; becaufe, in the Cafe
fuppoted, it would affuredly be buried, or otherwife fecreted by the Owners. Neither.do I admic
that in any Cale Money borrowed by Government is a Lofs to Circulation, fince their Bonds repre-
fent and perform the Office of Specie, to the Amount of the Sum borrowed, and even with greater
Convenjence than the Specie itfc?f. I do not know what the Governor alludes to, when he denies
that a Loan would be any Relief to the Natives, as if I had recommended it on that Ground, or
for that Purpofe. My Object is directly the Sccurity of the Government, and collaterally to infure
to us, in all Evants, the Attachment of fo many wealthy Individuals. They will not offer their
Money to us for npt}zjng. For a moderate Intereft they probably will. If not, it is a Sign our

‘Credit is not very good at prefent. In Time of a@ual Diftrefs the Meafure will be impracticable.
«“« P, EF”

¢ Mr, Barwell and the Governor General enter their Replies to the foregoing Minute, as fol-
low:

« Mr. Barwell.—In confidesing. Mr. Erancis’s Queftion, Whether, in our prefent Circumftances, a
Loan of Foity or Fifty Lack might be an advifeable Meafure, I confine myfelf to Faéls, which,
in my_Judgment, appear ample and conclufive. I did not think it neceffary to ftate, with the
Correftnefs of an Accomptant, the aftual Wealth exifting, independent of the current Revenue
and Balance of the Provincial Treafuries; my Argument did not require it; all I aimed to prove,
and to infift upon, was, 1ft. That the Rupees locked up, and which might be applied to the Exi-

ncies of the Government without encroaching on the current Revenue, amounted to a Sum not

ort of a Million Sterling. The 2d Faét 1 infifted upon was, that the current Revenue was more
than fufficient to anfwer the Appropriation of it to the Inveftment, to the Civil and Military
Charges of our Government, and to the Annual Remittances to Bombay and China.

« The 2d Faét is not denicd by Mr. Francis; for he has fuggefted, :iat the Receipts of the Re-.
venue may be rendered precarious, whenever thefe Provinces fhall be invaded by a foreign Enemy.
He does not exprefs a Doubt of our Rcc;-i{m being regular and uninterrupted, until fo impro-
bable an Event fhall take place, This is all I afk; and if this is granted; it follows, that the 1ft
Fa&t on which I ground my Objetion to the Loan, is eftablithed beyond the Poffibility of Con-
tradiCtion; nor is it fufficient to oppofe to it, that the Balance of ths Calcutta Treafury from
54,32,8q8, at which it ftood the 21t vltimo, as ftated by Mr, Francis the 23d, has, to the 10th in-
ftant, been reduced to 50,009,314 : 23 or that by the End of this Month, or 1ft September, the Ba-
lance of Sixteen Lacks, which I ftate againft the Paymatters, &c. Military, will be reduced to

537,702
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8,37,702, becaufe it will inftantly be replied to fo partial a Reprefentation, that the current Reve.
nue being admitted more than fufficient for every Difburfement of Government, an equal Sum
muft neceffarily accumulate and exift, though not immediately in Calcurta, in our other Ticatures,
totally diftin@ from the Appropriations of the Revenue, and applicable only to extraoidinary Oc-
cafions. I fhall not queftion the Computation of the Military Paymafter General, which Mr,
Francis intimates he is pofleffcd of, becaufe I do not know the Grounds on which it is made s and
I do not conceive it of any Conlequence whether the Computation is carried on, only One Month,
or extended to Twelve Months, beyond the ift inftant; becaule, it the Members of the Board
will be pleafed to look into the Book lying on the L'able, containing the Statements ot the Pro-
vincial Treafuries, it will inftantly ftrike their Obfervation, that an equal Sum for Military Charges
having been regularly eftimated in the probable Difburfements of each Month, from the 1t L
bruary to the 1t July, fuch Sums muft cither have been iffued Account Military, or remain in
the Treafuries uniffued. In the Firft Cale, it will increafc the Balance in the Hands of the Pay-
mafters; in the Second, add to the Balance in the Trealuries.  The Naturce of the Fact cannot be
altered; and it is of little Moment to infift whether the exifting Wealth is in the Hands of the
Paymafters, or in our Treaiurics.

. The Remittances from Mr. Middleton being ftated only as {o much Bullion, may poflibly lead
the Gentlemen in the Direction to fuppofe it cannot be immediately applied : To obviate fuch an
Error, it is proper they thould be informed, that this Bullion is fo much foreign Coin, Coin that no
Individual will refufe at the Affay Valuation, with an adequate Allowance for Charges of Re-
coinage. The Regulation of Government to reduce every Sprcie of Rupees to One Standard, it
is true, carries all the foreign Coin from our ‘I'reafury to the Mint; buc the Recoinage is rather
a political than an indifpenfible Operanion; for it may be deviated from at any Time, and on
any Occafion, without the leaft Duftrefs or real Lofs to Government.  The whole Reatoning on
the piftured Poverty of Government being confined to the Wealth lodged in the Treafury of
Calcutta, would feem to deny the real Lixiftence of One Half of the Amount we atually poffefs,
The laft Letter from Mr. Middleton of the 13th July, informs us, that on the ioth Juue the Ba-
lance of our Treafury was 36,35,497 : 7 : 3 Oude
that he had remitted T'wenty Lacks to the Prefidency.

« Though I muft infift that we poffefs the Wealth I ftated in my Minute of the 8th inftant, yet
it is not neceffary to my Argument againtt the Loan.

« Qur Treafury in the lower Station at the Prefidency, Mr. Francis ftates

nowat — - — 50,090,314 : 2
¢ Our Treafury in the upper Station at Oude —_ —  40,35492:2.9

» or Calcutta Currency 40,35,402 : 2 : 9,

The Aggregate is 90,44,806 : 4: g
‘A Sum beyond any Call that can be made on our Government, and fufficient to convince the molt
prepofieffed, that under the prefent Circumitances of our Government a Loan of Forty or Fifty
Lack is not an advifeable Meafure,

« That my Silence to the propofed Invafion of the Provinces by the French may not be con-
ftrued into a tacit Acquiefcence in the Probability of fuch a Meafure, I declare I do not believe
fuch an Invafion will be attempted; yet however improbable the Attempt, it is nat impofiible ;
and upon this Principle alone that we fhould be guarded againit all poflible Events, I have con-
curred in the late Military Arrangements.

« The Governor General—I agree cntirely in the Opinions exprefled in the preceding Minute,

and think it receflary to add my particular Concurrence to the concluding Paragraph, .as confo-
nant to my repeated Declaration on Record.”

To prove that the Demand of Five Lacks from Rajah Cheyt Sing was repeated in the
Year 1779; the Witnefs produced Book 22, intituled, ¢ Bengal Secrct Confulta-
tions, from the 7th June to the a3d December 1779.”
Read, the following Extrac; from a Confultation of the 19th July 1779, beginning
at Pagc 206 of the fame Book.
Fwre : . , « Fort William, 1gth July 1774,
BT , « At a Council ; PrefcntE oth July 1779
The Honourable Warren Haftings, Governor General, Prefident:
Richard Barweli,
Philip Francis, }
Edward Wheler,

L Licutenant General Sic Eyre Coote indifpofed.
% The Proceedings of the 8th inftant read and approved.

% The Governor General delivers in the following Minute, ,

“ Governor General.—It having been refolved in Secret Confultation, gth July 1778, « That
Rajah Cheit Sing fhould be required in Form to contribute his Share of the Burthen of the pre-
fent War wich France, by the Eftablihiment of Three regular Battalions of Sepoys, to be raifed

a

and

Efquires,
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and maintained at his Lxpence;” and the Amount of the Subfidy fixed by the Board in Confulta-
tion, of the 17th Auvguft following, and agreed by him to be paid for Onc Year, being Five
Lacks of Mucklidar Rupees; as the Year is now expired, 1 move that he be at this Time re-
uired to contribute the like Sum, as his Share of the Expence of the War for the current Year.
« Agreed to the Governor General’s Propofal.
* Relolved, that the following Letter be written to Mr. Graham.

¢« Sir,
o t The Period of One Year, for which Rajah Cheit Sing contributed the Sum of Five Lacks of
o Mucklidar Rupees, as his. Proportion of the Burthen of the War with France for the laft Year,
being expired, and the War fhill continuing, we find it neceffary to maintain the fame Force, and
to require, that the Rajah fhall be at his Share of the Expence; you will therefore at this Time
demand trom him Paymenr of the above Sum, as his Proportion of the Charge for the current
Year, and remit the Amount of it 1o us.

« Fort William, 1gth July 1779. We are, &c.”| £

“ Agreed, that the Governor General be requefted to write to Rajah Cheit Sing, acquainting
him that the Period of One Year, for which he agreed to pay Five Lacks of Mucklidar Rupces,
s his Share of the Burthen of the War with France on the 1yth Auguft 1778, is expired ; and
as the Continuarion of the War makes it {till neceflary to maintain the fame Eftablithment of
Tioups for the Defence of the Country, the Board deem it requifite that he fhould at this Time
coniibute the turther Sum of Five Lacks of Mucklidar Rupees, as his Share of the Charge for
the current Year; Mr, Graham has theretore been directed to apply to him for the fame.,

Warren Haftings.
P. Francis,
Edward Wheler.”

To prove that the abovementioned Demand of 5 Lacks was modeftly difputed by the
Rajah ; that the Right of making it was again denied hy One of the Couucil ;  and
that the Demand was enforced by a Military Force ;

Read, the following Extraéts from Bengal Secret Confultation of the 26th of Auguft
1779, beginning Page 286 of the {fame Book.

‘ « Fort William, 26th Auguft 1774.
Secret Dep, t At a Councily Prefent,
“Lhurtday. The Honourable Warren Haftings, Governor General, Prefident;
Richard Barwell,
Philip Francis, } Efquires.
Edward Wheler, ‘
Licutenant General Sir Eyre Coote, K. B,

 Read and approved the Proceedings of the 16th Inftant,
¢ Read the following Letters from Mr, Thomas Graham.

«« Honourable Sir and Sirs,

« Immediately on the Receipt of your Honourable Board’s Lettet of the tgth ultimo, di-
reting me tc demand of Rajah Cheyt Sing Payment of the Sum of Five Lacks of Muchlidar
Rupees, as his annual Proportion of the Burthen of the prefent War with France, I waited
upen him, and at the fame time that I communicated the Orders of your Honourable Board to
myfelf, I delivered to him the Honourable the Governor General’s Letter to him in Confirmation
thereof. He then gave me for Aniwer, that he had not the Ability to difcharge the Demand.
As this was fimilar to the Anfwer he gave me when I demanded Payment of his Subfidy for the
laft Year, I did not confider it as a definitive one, and therefore continued in renewing my
Demand every Second Day ; finding, however, that he holds to the Terms of his firft Reply,
and fecing no Probability of a fpeedy Change in his Sentiments, I am unavoidably reduced to the
Neceffity of applying for your Honourable Board’s further Inftruétions on this Head. Uhatil they
arrive, I fhall follow the Orders already fent me, by repeating my Requeft for Payment every
Second or Third Day,

¢« Benares, ¢ 1 have the Honour to be, &c.
the 16th Augult 1779, % {Signed) Tho* Graham, Refideat.”
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| *wDr: - Rejah Cheyt Sing in Account of Revenue with the Honourable Company. Cr

Anguh |4 [To Account Revenue ' ' 1779. By Amount Revenue
. due this Day from L . received from the
&y the Rajah, being the Rajah, being in full
k| Amount of his (Rt | of his 1ft Kift, as
- g -t Kift Calcseea Sicca) ‘ follows :
g. &) ‘Ruspea. CE : : - auguft 3 Received this Day - | 40,000
EBgl 185,245 6 16 1.]1,98,431] 4/12 8 D D+ -1 45000
3 o e 13l Do Do .| 15,000
% oF S R 14y D° D' -] 21,500
‘ g ‘ ‘ 15/ D Do -] 76,931 412
? &1 18tandard Gourfhay Kupees, ,,93,4,31 4{12 ) Standard Courthay Rupees, 1,98,4.31 4113

B{:nnres, ghe 15th Augult 1779.
Errors excepted.
THOMAS GRAHAM, Refident.”

© g [ Read a Letter from Rajah Cheyt Sing”as follows :
: “ From Rajah Cheyt Sing, reccived 27th Auguft 1779,

s« ] have been honoured with your Letter, calling on me for the Payment of Five Lacks of Rajah Chep
Iéupccn. on Account of the Expence of the War for the prefent Year, and underftand its Sive:
ontents,
. ¢ My Situation is. well known to you, and I affurc you, without Referve, that I have no
Ability left, nor is there any Mode of Relief for me but in the Exertion of your Favour. [am
fully convinced, that it is your Defire, who are my Mafter, to fupport me your Servant; and laft
Year, you directed Sheik Ally Neecky, that I thould by any Means, by difpofing of my Effcéts,
or by borrowing, make this one Payment, and I thould not be called on in future, and that you
would take every Mcans for my Advantage and Support.
- ¢ Iaccordingly put in Practice every Method in my Power, and by Loans made good the Re-
quifition. It is now, abfolutely out of my Power 1o raife the Sum required, and I am therefare
hopeful that you will be kindly pleafed to excufe me the Five Lacks now demanded, and that
nothing may be demanded of me beyond the Amount “expreffed in the Poteah, which, through
your Favour, I obtained from the Honoursble Englith Company.
« This Raje and Zemindary, and my Dignity, are the Gifts of your Highnefs. - I have judged
it neceffary to reprefent to you my Inability and helplefs State.”

# Governor General.—I ‘move that the Commander in Chief be defired to iffue an Order for the
March of Two Battalions of Sepoys from the neareft Station of the Army, excepting the firft
and temporary. Brigades, to Benares, on the Requifition of Mr. Graham, ahd there to ‘remain for

 the fusther Orders of the Board, Thac the whole Expence of this Detachment, from the Day of
« jts 'Mareh, ‘be exadtedd from thie Rajah of Benares,  That this Refolution be communicated to him
‘by the Governor General, and that the Refident be- ordered to inform the Rajah of it, repeating
~his Demand for the Sem r?uircd;‘ and, in ¢afe of his. Refufal, or Non-compliance with his
‘Dermand, to'give immedidce Notice to the Officer in Command of the Detachment, that he may
: . s A DTORS TO 1ONe * - ..
. &’c -oare,~—Agrees Motion, :

A,
er: approved of the. additional Demand beyond his ftipulated Tribute.

- Iah{m herefon  the| propofed. - I firmly believe it to be unneceffary, even for
“hs avowed - Putpoies md 4. am. cg ch. afraid, that it will ‘be attended “with Confequences
“ypuindus. to the Rajah, and to.his 'Cotntry, That Country is now one of the richelt Jewels we

rom.hat Country may be permanently fecured under mild
of 4. different Natute may extort more for 3 Moment, but

ith the Rajah himfelf. s difcharge his Quota of che Expence of the
e compelled to ic, - I agree to the Motion. o
~Benares iy mot & Jewel in our Poffeflion, if we leave the Rajah an Option
petior Governinent, and (o maintain himfelf in the Inde-
the Ruin pretended from this Order, the Terms of the
yent even the Execution of the Orders and more I fhall

z o Agresd
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“ Agreed to the Governor General’s Motion, and Refolved, That the Commander in Chief be
requefted to give Orders to Major Camac, or the Officer in Command of his Detachment, fos the
March of Two Battalions of Sepoys to Benares, on the Requifition of Mr. Thomas Graham,
the Refidenc there, and to remain at that Place for further Orders. ‘

« Refolved, That the following Letter be written to Mr, Graham.

« Sir,

“ We have reccived your Letter of the 16th inftant, acquainting us that Rajah Cheit Si
had declined to pay the Five Lacks of Rupees, which we required of him, as his Proportion :%
the Expences of the War for the current Year, : ,

« Having judged it neceffary to muake this Claim, which was fuggefted to us by the Exigeney
of the Cafe, we cannot admit of any Plea which the Rajah may urge to exempj him from it;
Orders have, therefore, been fent to Major Carnac, or the Officer in Command of his Derach-
ment, to march to Benares immediately, on your Rc%\;iﬁ:ion, with Two Battalions of Sepoys,
and to wait our further Orders at that Place.  'We have thought this Step neceffary, for the
Purpofe of compelling the Rajah to pay the Quota rcguircd of him in cafe of Neceflity, and we
diret that you repeat your Demand, and infift on his Compliance. If the Rajah fhould ftill con-
tinue to objeét to your Claim, and refufe Payment, you are to require the Officer in Command
of the Detachment, to march immediately, in Conformity to our Orders, and advife us of your
Proceedings. :

s« We hope, however, that you will not be reduced to proceed to this Extreme, as it would
oblige us to increafe our Demands on the Rajah, by exacting from him the whole Expence of
the Detachment from the Day of its March, in Addition to our original Claim.,

* We are, &c,

« Fort William, ' Warren Haftings.
the 26th Augoft 1779, P. Francis, :
| _ . \ Edw* Whelet,’] - £F

The Managers for tvhé Commons obferved, that there a‘fpearcd to be a Miftake in
the Day on which the Letter from the Rajah Cheyt Sing is ftated to be received, namel
the 27t¥1 Aug. 1779, the Date of the Confultation in which it is entcred being 26

Aug. 177¢ ;—that poffibly it ought to be 17th Aug. 1779. '

Then they acquainted the Houfe, that they had propofed in"the next Place to fhew the
Dates of the difg‘crent‘ Payments of the laft-mentioned Demand of Five Lacks of Rupees
by the Rajah Cheyt Sing; but underftanding the Accounts were not at Hand, they
w};ould proceed to fhew the Acknowledgement of the Council that they had received
this Sum. , .
The Wimefs produced Book 24, intituled, ¢ Bengal Letters received from 1ft Feb.,
1779 to 3d March 198> =~ - R ', ‘
ead, the 41ft and 42d Paragraphs of a Secret General Letter from the Governor
General and Council in Bengal, tothe Court of Direftors, dated Fort William, 14th
January 1780, and received on the 28th of July 1780 ; beginning Page 95 of the faid
Book. :

o Triplicate, Secret General Lg;bgr, dated 1*€h_Januaw, Fort William, 1780.

‘ s 5 % To the Court of Direflors. <
9th July. « ‘x1. We thought it neceflary. and confiltent to demand a further Contribution of Five Lacks
of Rupees from Rajah Cheyt Sing, for his Part of che: Expeaces of the War for the current
Year, Y)ci, the fame Sum as he. paid towards that End for the laft Year, :
sith Aug, s« The Rajah firongly pleaded his Inability to comply with this Demand, and even fuffered us |
; §',} %‘ o fend Two Battalions of Sepoys from Dinapore to Benares, to enforve the Payment, before he
it Nov.  would grant it at length, however,. with much Difficulty, the Asount was received fram him, .
1tk Nov. ‘idﬂea«g:,rqm;y of 20,000 Rupess, for the Expences of the Two Battalions ustil their A
rivalat-Benares. . o cn o U T e
«GicinOnig. .+ 42 We fall rake but.this hore Obfervation upon the Canduét of the Roajahy, Thet whither®
itprocesded from the Apprehenan of eftablithing a Precodent for exceoding the Sum: of his sn-
nual and fipylaced Revenue, or from a Senfe of lndcg:dmr. it veas: oqually, unreafonably,
and @n uhgrateful Return for the Benefics which be. has been allowed so derive -from the Com-
pany’s - Proteétion. ;o R ‘ " ‘
| L g “ We are,

ket

« Fort Willlim, - % Your moft faizhiul
rith Juntary 190 L 4 Homble S v
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Then the Wimefs produced Book 24, intituled, ¢ No. 4, Perfian Public Corre-
fpondence, Lettors received from the 1ft January to the 31ft December 1779.”

Read, Two Letters, one from the Rajah Chite Sing to Mr. Graham, received on
zoth September 1779 ; the other, from the Rajah to the Governor General, inclofed
in the foregoing.

, « From Rajah Chite Sing to Mr. Graham, 20th September 7q.
¢« I received your Letter about the Five Lacks of Rupees, and ‘undcrﬁang the Contents. I
have before made known to you my diftrefled Sicuation thar I have not Power to comply, and [
have altb fent an Arzic in Anfwer to the Letter from the Prefence which you delivered to me.
have no Power to comply; I difcharge the Revenue according to the Pottah granted by the
Sirkag. | am hopeful that this Order may be revoked, for which Purpofe I have alfo written
an Arzie to the Prefence, and requeft that you will oblige me by difpatching it without Delay.”

« Enclofure in the foregoing.

' ¢ From Rajah Chite Sing to the Governor General.

« Every Two or Three Days am I called upon to pay Five Lacks of Rupees. Your gracious
Letter, on this Subjedt, honoured me by its Arrival. I have difpatched an Arzie in Anfwer,
which will have been Im:fcntcd to you. In Qbedience to your Qrder, I lafl Year, by every
Means, and borrowing from all Quarters, raifed the Sum, and at that Time you promifed that it
fhould not happen sgain. I have it nar in my Power at prefent.  You have before honoured me

with the Title of Son, and regarding .me as your Son you have protetted me. I am therefore
hopeful that I may be excufed from this Requifition.”

The Managers for the Commons being atked, What was the Date of the Letter

from the Rajah Cheyt Sing to the Governor General, acquainted the Houfe, That the
Perfian Letters have no Date, :

The Managers for the Commons ftated, they would next proceed to read the
Anfwers to the foregoing Letters. o

The Witnefs produced Book 23, intituled, * Secret Department, Perfian Corre-
fpondence, Letters written from the 1t January to the 31t December 1779.”

Read, a Letter from the Governor General to Rajah Chite Sing, dated September
25, 1779, beginning at Page 42, of the faid Book. '

“ To Rajah Chite Sing,
“ Wrirten 2 5th September 1799,

« I hgve received your Letter, from the Contents of which, as well as from the Ecttcrs of Mr.
Graham, and the Copy of a Letter which you wrote to that Gentleman, and which he tran{mitted
for my Infpeion, it appears but too clearly, that inftead of a chearful Compliance with the
Requifition of this Government, in the immediate Payment of the Sum of Five Lacks of Rupees
as your Share of the Expence of the War for the prefent Year, a Requifition which the great
Burden of Expence under which the Company labour for the Defence of the Country rendera .
neceflary, and to which you, as a Subject of theirs, are bound to contribute, have thought proper,
under the Ples of Inability, which is well known to be futile, to endeavour to amufe the Refident
with vague and diftant Promifes, meaning probably to protra, if not entirely evade, Payment of
the Sum required of you. In a Letter which 1 lately wrote you, I informed you, in expréfs
‘Terms, that this Government neither could .or would recede from fo reafonable & Demand, and
added, that in cafe of no Compliance on your Parr, Mr, Graham was authorized to fummon a
Detachment of our Forces to enforce our Orders if it fhould be found neceflary. This, I hoped,
would hawe apened.* Eyes, ‘snd induced you to relinquith a Conduft which muft, if ‘purfued, » gic in Orig.
bring the greateft ﬁifnd-vama%‘(es on'you; but fince even this Intimation of our Determination has
proved inetfectual, T now think it'neceflary to inform you, that we have defired the Commander
in Chief to difpatch Major Carnac with the:Detachment under his Command to Benares, there
1o wait our further Orders; he will accordingly begin his March immediately, unlefs the Refident,
in the miean Time, from the aftval Reced tot?thc Sublidy, fhall inform him that it is unneceflary
for him o proceed. further ; and you will ‘be pleafed 1o obferve, shat thould you farce us to 2 Mea-
fure fo_cofitrary 10 oyr Withes, the whele Expence. of the Detachment, from the Timae of s
March, will be required from you, exclufive of the Subfidy for che War g

Notice being taken by the Houfe, that the Anfwer juft read from the Governor
Genersl to the Letter of the ‘Rﬂg’:h' Cher ,j.ﬂing, referred to a Letter from Mr. Graham,
the Refident at Bepares, inclofing. the faid Letter of the Rajah to the Governor
General; and the Houfe being defirous to know what was the Date of Mr. Graham's
Lewtes {o referred to, the Managers for the Commons acquainted the Houfe, t}l:at

. : they
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they had not Mr. Graham’s Letter at Hand, and hoped the Hoqfc wox_lld not be fur-
prifed, if, in fo voluminous a Correfpandence, they were not immediately prepared
with every Thing required.

Then the Managers for the Commons were proceeding to thew the Demand made
upon the Rajah in the Year 1780 ; when they were afked by the Houfe, if they were
preparéd to give an Account of the Dates of Payment by the Rajah in each Year, of
the Sum demandcd, as they had propofed. , ,

The Managers for the Commons made Anfwer, That the Letter from the Governor
Genceral to the Court of Directors, dated 14th January 1780, admitted the . Pay-
ment of the Five Lacks, and of the additional Sum of zo,0o0 Rupees, charged
upon the Rajah for the Expence incurred by the March of the ‘Military Force
againft him. ‘

To prove, that the Demand of Five Lacks of Rupees was again repeated in the Year
1780, the Witnefs produced Book 26, intituled, ‘¢ Bengal Secret Council from agth
February to 24th July 1980.” L = _

Read, the following Extrat from Bengal Secret Confultation of the 22d June
1780, beginning Page so3, of the faid Book.

¢ Fort William, the 22d June 1780,
¢« At a Council ; Prefent,
The Honourable Warren Haftings, Governor Gengral ;
Philip Francis, } .
Edward Wheler, Efq‘f“"’s' 3 = ,
Lieutenant General Sir Eyre Coote abfent on a Vifit to the different Stations of the Army,

« Governor General —The Period of Two Years, for each of which the Rajah of Benares, at
the Requifition of the Board, has contributed the Sum ot Five Lacks of Muchlidar Rupees,
as his Proportion of the Burden of the War with France, being ncu){ expired, -and. that War
ftill continuing, I move, that he be now called upon to  contribute the like Sum, as his Share of
the Expence of it for the Current Year. o o ' L

¢ Agreed to the Governor General’s Motion, et

~ % The following Letter is, in Confequence, written tothe Refident at Benares.” -
: “ To Mr. Francis Fowke. -~ =
¢« Sie, ‘ ‘ N »

¢ The Period of Two Years, for each of which Rajah Cheyt Sing has eontributed the Sum of
Five Lacks of -Muchlidar . Rupees as his Proportion of the Burthen of ‘the War. with France
being nearly expired, and the War fill condnuing, we fiod it neceflary to maintain the fame
Force, and to require that the Rajah fhall be at his Share of the Expence; we therefote direét,
that you Demand from him Paymeot of the above Sum, as 'his Proportion of the Charge far the
curfent Yeer, and remit the Amount of ittous, o -

* Fort William, B DR : « We are, &c.”

22d June 1780,

. Thchénégei?; for tthommomhmngaaced, hether any Obje&ion“waé made by

~any of the Council at the above Confilltation of the 22d Junc 1780, to the Renewal of

the Demand of ‘Five Liacks ofRupmfrom ""tliq’;;\l?&jihj*'fox' the enfuing Year? anfwered,

None, that they could find. " - o v .
" “Then the Witnefs produced Book 27, intituled, * Bengal Secret Confultations

from.13th Julyto 7th September 1780.” L
. #nd the Matiagers for the Commons informed, the Houfe, That the Papet ¢

were. now-about to produice was to prove two Things ;, The one,
of ‘the Receipt of One Lack of Rupees, remitted to the Counci)
Fowke the Refident at Benaresy: the other, an Ordet of the Bo
fident,. when he.received the- Remainder, to fend it to Coh
Managers for the Commons ftated; in ‘Anfer to’a Queftion puit
was at that Time cither in the Frovince of Malwa, or goigg
Read, the following Extratts from Bengal Secret Conilsuto
8o, T RO 1T gal 8¢ nfialtat
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“ Fort William the 7th September 1780.
«« At a Council ; Prefent,
The Honourable Warren Haftings Governor General, Prefident; Secret Cont
Edward Wheler Elquire,
and
Licutenant General Sir Eyre Coote, K. B.
Mr. Francis indifpofed.

«¢ Read the following Letter from the Refident at Benares.

« Honourable Sir and Sirs,

« In obedience to your Orders of the 22d ultimo, I have demanded of Rajah Cheyt Sing the
Sum of Five Lacks of Muchlidar Rupees, as his Proportion of the Burden of the prefent War
with France,® The Rajah has defired me to inform you of his intire Submiflion to Commands.
He has promifed o pay One Lack of this Amount within a few Days, [ fhall immediately ad-
vife your Honourable Board of the Receipt of it; and fhall remit it qulm the moft advantagcous
Terms, Ican obtain, I fhall likewile urge the Rajah, in the f{trongeft Manner poflible, to ufe the
utmoft Expedition in the Difcharge of the remaining Part.

« I have herewith the Honour to inclofe you 14 Bills of Exchange, for the Sum of Calcutta
Sicca Rupees, 1,61,819:4:13: 1, drawn in Favour of the Honourable Company, as per ac-
companying Invoice, being the Balance on Account of Rajah Cheite Sing’s Kift, duc the 4th In-
ftant, after Deduéion of the Nabob Saadut Ally Cawn's Monthly Allowance of Standard Gour-
fhay Rupees 25,000. ‘

¢ | have the"Honour to be, with the greateft Refpe&t, &c.
¢ Benares, (Signed) F. Fowke,
« 21 July 1780, Refident at Benares.”

g7  (Read another Letter, as follows, from the Refident at Benares.

¢« Honourable Sir and Sirs,

* The Raja having completed the Payment of his Tribute for the laft Year, I do myfclf the
Honour to tranfmit, for your Infpection, an annual Account Current of the fame; and hkewife a
Kiftbundy of the Payments to be made by the Rajah on Account of his Tribute for the enfuing
Year.

« I have reccived the Honour of your Commands of the 13th Ultimo, refpeting the Payment
of the Nabob Saudet Ally’s Stipend, and have accordingly deduéted from the laft Month’s Al-
lowance,. the Difference of Batra on the Sums I have iffued, amounting to Bt §* R* 13,519:13, at
the Rate of 7 4* per Cent. I have alfo reccived from the Rajah One Lack of Rupees in Part
Payment of his Subfidy ; and I have the Honour to enclofe Five Bills of Exchange for the Amount
of thefe Two Sums, drawn as per accompanying Invoice.

« | have urged the Rajah very ftrongly to complete the Payment of his Subfidy, with all pof-
fible Expedition; but I find he is determined to make no furthers Payment, till he receives an
Anfwer to his Arzee, tranfmitted in my Letter of the 5th Inftant, to the Monourable the Gover-
nor General.

' * I have the Honour to be with the greateft Refpect, &ec.

¢ Benares, (Signed) F. Fowke,
« roth Auguft 1780. Refident at Benares.”

«" The Secretary informs the Board, that the Accounts inclofed in the above Letter had been
fent to the Accountant General, and the Bills to the Sub Treafurer.,

« The Governor General lays before the Board the following L.etter to him from the Rajah of
Benares, referred to in the Letter from the Refident above recorded.

¢« Arzee from Rajah Cheit Sing,
‘ ¢« Received the 231t Auguft 1780,

« I have been honoured by your Orders direfting me to pay Five Lacks of Sicca Mahydar Ru-
pees to Mr. Fowke for the War, which ftill continues. And although my diftrefled Situation
muft be known to you from other Quarters, notwithftanding I have been ag;aid 1o reprefent it to
you myfelf, that I have fold my Houfe, and borrowed Suwns of Money, from which I am not yet
rcleafed, yet in obedience to your Orders, I have paid One Lack of Rupees out of the Five
Lacks, to Mr. Fowke, and fhall pay the other Four in Three Months. I requeft you will fend Di-
re@ions to that Gentleman to allow me that Time, and it thall be pun&ually paid at the End of

that Time, and it fhall be puaétually paid at the End of that Term. You yourfelf muft be con-
vinced, that I have no Abilities or ‘churccc lefe.”

*.Ordered, That Mr. Fowke do inform the Rajah, that the Board are much difpleafed with
thefe affected Delays, knowing his Ability to make immediate Payment of the Subfidy ; and that
he peremptorily require him to difcharge it.

¢ Ordered, That Mr. Fowke be defired to remit the Sum, when received, by Shroffs, if pof-
fible, or bz any fafe Mode of Remittance, to Major Camic, for the Expences of the Detachment
‘under his Command, and that Major Camac be advifed accordingly.”

Aa « The
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“ The following Letter is accordingly written to Mr. Francis Fowke.
s Sir,
foo M- “ We have received your feveral Letters, under Date the 21t July, 18th and 20th Auguft, with
the Bills and Accounts enclofed.
“ We have alfo had betore us the Rajah’s Letter to the Governor General, to which you allude
in your Addrets of the +oth ultimo.
¢ We defire you will inform the Rajah of Benares, that knowing his Ability to make quick Pay-
ment of the whole Amount of the Subfidy, we are much difpleafed with the groundlels Pretences
which he ur.cs for delaying ity and we dire€t that, on Receipt of this Letter you peremptorily
demand s immediate Difcharge of the Sum due from him on this Account; which, when you
have reccived 1, we defire you will remit, either by Shroff’s Bills, if poffible, or by any other

¥ Sic. inOrig. fafc Mode, to Major Carnac ®, the Expences of the Troops under his Command, .
s 'We are, &c.”

« Agreed, That we write as follows to Major Camac,
s« Sir,

¢« The Rajah of Benares being indebted to the Company in the Sum of Four Lacks of Muchlidar
Rupees, we have fent Orders to our Refident at that Place, to demand immediate Payment of it,
and to remit the Amounr, when received, 1o you, by Shroffs Bills, if poflible, or by any other
fate Mode, for the Purpofe of detraying the xpences of the Troops under your Command,

“ We defire thercfere that on Receipt of the Remittances made you by the Refident at Benares,
you will appropriate them to their Service for which they are intended.

« Having thought proper to add the Corps ot Forcign Rangers now ar Cawnpore to the De-
tachment under your Command, the Commander in Chief has been requefted to iffue the neceffery

Orders for carrying this Refolution into Effect.

To Major
Camac.

« Fort William, 7th Sept. 1780. We are, &c.”] W'

- The Managers for the Commons requefted the Houfe to obferve, that the Order
to remit the Money to Major Camac was on the 7th of September 1780 ; and ftated,
in anfwer to a Queftion from the Houlfe, that the Notice to Major Camac was on the
fame day.

Then the Witnefs was direéted to produce Book 28, intituled ¢ Bengal Council

from 11th September to 13th November 17%0.”

Read, the following Extralts from Bengal Sccret Confultation of the gth O¢tober

1780,
“ Fort William, the gth O&ober 1480.

“ At a Council; Prefent,
The Honourable Warren Haftings, Efq. Governor General, Prefident.
Philip I'rancis .
Edward Whrl:er,} Efquires.
Lieutenant General Sir Eyre Coote indifpofed.

e Extra&t of a Letter from F. Fowke, Refident at Benares, to the Governor General and
Council. .

Kg{?ﬂ-iem " « T have received the Honor of your Letter of the #th inftant, and have fignified your Com-
et mands to the R.jah. Hc has promifed to difcharge the Balance of his Subfidy, being Rupees
2,53,000, in the Courfe of a few Days. I am treating with the Shroffs for a Remittance to

Major Camae, and imagine 1 fhall be able to effed it by Bills from them for the whole Amount.

¢ I have the Honor to be, &c.
F. Fowke,

¢ Benares, 27th September 1780, (Signed)
Refident, Benares.”

Read, from the fame Book, Extract of Secret Confultations of the 26th of Oétober

1780, as follows : |
' . « Fort William, the 26th Oftaber 1780.
% At a Council; Prefent, o
‘T'he Honourable Vﬁl"arrcn‘liaﬁings. Governor General, Prefident.
Philip Francis, \ e, ;.. S
Edward thlcr,} Efquires.
‘ Sir Eyre Coote abfent on Service,
~[** The following Letter from the Refident at Benares, and one received -from the Military
"~ " Storekeeper, having been circulated, they were rcwurned with the following Minute.]

-% Honourable Sir and Sirs, et e : S S
Military Store. . ** .1 beg Leave to requeft .an Order for the Commercial Department for Twenty. Bales of green

keeper. Purpet, for lining of Field Officers and Caprains Marquis, upoa my paying the wiual Advance cl:n
, , the

4.
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the Europe Invoice. This will enable me to compleat the Camp Equipage ordered by the Com.
mander in Chief for immediate Service.
¢ I have the Honor to be, &c.
« Fort William, 16th O&ober, 1780. (Signed) Geo. Livius,

Military Storckeeper.”

g [t Honourable Sir and Sirs,
¢ 1 think it incumbent upon me to inform you that the Rajah, notwithftanding his folemn Af- Refident at
furances, has hitherto paid no Part of the Balance of his Subfidy tpecified in my Addrefs of the Benares,
a7th ultimo. He has refumed his Plea of Inability, and I can form no Opinion how long he may
think proper to protratt the Payment,
¢ | remain, &c.
¢ Benares, &he 5th Otober 1780. F. Fowke,
Refident at Benares,”
¢ In Circulation,
¢« A Letter from the Refident at Benares ; alfo a Letter frony the Military Storckeeper.
~ « Council Chamber, (Signed) K. Hay,
19th Oétober 1780. Acting Secretary, G. G.

« Governor General.—Such an Inftance of Contempt thewn by the Rajah of Benares to the \u- Minutes on

thority of this Government, ata Time in which his Fidelity and Gratitude for the many Obligations ;-3_'(‘\' lf{nt\t:'m-.
0 fident a

which he owes toit, ought to have premempted him to make a voluntary Tender of that Aid which o
he now refules, after repeated Promiiés to grant it, merits fome Mark at lealt of the Refentment Ors.
of the Board : For that Reafon, 1 muft recommend, that Mr, Fowke be direéted 0 demend in-
ftant Payment of the Balance dae of his Subfidy; and it he thall not have pad it at the Time of
the Recaipt of this Letter, to exact from him in the Name of the Board the turther Sum of One
Lack of Rupees, as a Fine for his paft Difobedience.  That to enforce this Order, Biiadier Ge-
neral Stibbert be directed to iffue Orders to the Commanding Otlicer of the Battalions of the neareft
Stations to Benares to march immediately to that Place, and to wair fuch Orders as may be here-
after tranimitted to them.  In the mean time, the Boud may be informed of the Reception gtven
by the Rajah to the prefent Qrdcr; and it is hoped that it may be fuch as thall render it unneceffary
to proceed to Extremities againft him,

¢ (Signed) W. H.

¢« T acquueice, though I hope the Threat will be fufficient.
“ (Signed) P.F.
EW] g
« Agreed, that the following Letter be written to the Refident at Benares.
« Sir,

e We have received your Letter of the sth inftant, informing us that,the Rajah, notwithftand-
ing his folemn Aflurances, _has hitherto paid no Part of the Balance of his Subfidy, fpecified in
your Addrels of the a7th ultimo : That he had refumed his Plea of Inability, and that you could
form no Opinion how long he might think proper to protract the Payment.  This Conduct of the
Rajah feems to us without Lxcufe. We direct therefore, that you demand inftant Payment of the
Balance due of his Subfidy s and if he fhall not have difcharged it at the Time of your Receipt
of this Letter, that you exalt from him, in the Name of the Board, the further Sum of One
Lack of Rupees, as a Fine for his paft Difobedience. To enforce the Compliance due to our
Authority, and to the Payment of the Sums required of him, we have given Orders that the Bat-
talions, at the Stations ncareft to Benares, fthould march immediately to that Place, and wait for
fuch Direftions as may hereafter be tranfmitted to the Officer commanding there,

« Fort William, 19th October 1780. We are, &c,

(Signed) Governor General and Council.”

« Agreed thatthe following Letter be written to Brigadier General Stibbert.

¢ Sir, ‘

«« Having had late Occafion to be much diffatisfied with the Condu of the Rajah of Beznares To General
towards this Government, in withholding the Payment of the Amount due from him as his Sub- Stibbert,
fidy, we think it neceflary to direct, and do dire& you to iffue Orders to the Commanding Officers
of the Battalions, at the Stations neareft to Benares, to march immediately to that Place, and wait
fuch further Orders as may hereafter be tranfmitted to them.

« Fort William, 19th Otober 1 780, We are, &c.
s (Signed) Governor General and Council.”

‘The Managers for the Commons obferved they had already thewn, by Mr. Fowke's
Letter, dated roth Auguft 1780, recorded in the Confultation of 7th of teptember
1780, (fupra P. 93.) that One Lack of the Subfidy was atually remitted to Calcurta,
and, by his Letter dsawd 27th September 1780, in the Confultation of the gth Ostober
1780, ({upra P. 94.) that the Balance was at that T#me reduced to 2,53,000 Rupces,

: Remainder
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Remainder of the §,00,000 Rupees originally demanded ; from whence it was apparent
that 1,377,000 Rupees muft have been paid to the Refident in the Interim, w}uch it alfo
appeared, by the laft mentioned Letter, Mr. Fowke propofed remitting to Major Camac ;
but the Managers informed the Houfe, they fhould immediately proceed to prove by
another Letter from Mr. Fowke, dated O¢tober 18, 1780, that not One Farthing of this

1,37,000 Rupees had been actually remitted. )
For this Purpofe the following Extraét from Bengal Secrct Confultation of the 2d
November 1780, was read from the fame Book.

« Fort William, 2d November 1580.
¢« At a Council; Prclent,
The Honourable Warren Haftings Governor General, Prefident,
Philip Francis, Efquire
Fdward Wheler, quires.
Licutenant General Sir Eyre Coote, K. B, abfent on Service.

¢ The Proceedings of the 3oth Ultimo read and approved.

« The following Letter from the Refident at Benares having been received fince the laft Meet-
ing, Orders were iffued immediately for countermanding the March of the Troops ordered to
Benares.

t« [Tonourable Sir and Sirs,

« The Rajah has this Day given me Bills of Exchange on Gohud, in favour of Major Camac,
for the Balunce which remained due on Account of his Subfidy, being Benares Sicca Rupees 2,50,000.

« ] thall make a further Remittance to Major Camac, in a few Days, of the whole Amount,
which I'have recewved from the Rajah in ready Money on this Account,

¢ I have the Honour to be, &c.
¢« Benares, 18th Oétober 1780. (Signed) F. Fowke, Refident
at Benares.”

The Managers for the Commons ftated, That the Demand of the Five Lacks of
Rupces in 1780, was deferibed in the Article to be made under particular Circumftances,
namecly, that Mr. Haftings had juft before received the Sum of Two Lacks from Suda-
nund, the Treafurcr of the Rajah *.  They fhould next proceed therefore to prove the
Receipt of thofe Two Lacks by the Defendant, without ftating whether it was eriminal
or not; for which Purpofe they defired, that Part of the Paper delivered in at the Table
on Tucfday, called < Mr. Haftings’ Defence at the Bar of the Houfe of Commons,”
might be read. ‘ ‘ , _ :

Read, Extract of Anfwer to the 8th Charge, beginning at Page 357 of the faid Paper.

¢ I beg it may be obferved, that the Firft of thefc Prefents was reccived in the Year 1780, at a
Time when, as 1 have truly faid to the Directors, ¢ the Exigencies of the Government were my
“ own, and every Preflure upon it refted with its full Weight upon my Mind: Wherever I could
¢ find allowaole Means of relieving them, I eagerly feized them.” It was in this Year, and at
one of thefe diftrefstul Periods | allude to, that I formed the Plan for drawing Mhadajee Scindia
from Guzzerat to the Defence of his own Dominions, in Hopes of Jaying the Foundation of that
Peace with the Marattas, to which this Meafure did afterwards fo greatly contribute, This Plan
was oppoled by Mr. Francis, then 8 Member of the Council, on the Plea, amongft others of litle
Importance, of the additional Expence we fhould imcur by its Adoption.  About this Time Buxey
Sadanund, the confidential Servant of Cheyt Sing, had been deputed to me in Calcutta by his
Matter, to acknowledge his former Ill Conduét, and to affure me of his implicit Obedience and Sub-
miffion in future: He was alfo entrufted by his Mafter, to endeavour to procure a Remiffion of .
the Payment of the Annual Sum of Five Lacks of Rupees, which the Board had fixed as his
Proportion of the Expences of the War.—~I peremptorily refuled his Requelt, but affured him, thac
on the Reftoration of Peace, this additional Subfidy fhould ceafe; and that this was atl he mutt
expect—-Sadanund wrote to his Maifter, and received a Commiffion from him, to give me the
ftrongelt Affurances of his future Obedience, and Submiffion to the Orders of Government ; and
he was further direted to requeft my Acceptance of Two Lacks of Rupees as a Prefent to
myfelf. My Reply was, that I cordially received his Submiffion and Affurances of Obedience, but
that | muft abfolutely refufe his Prefent, which I did. o

Having been difappointed in the Execution of my Plan for attacking Scindia’s Dominions,
which I deemed, and which proved to be of the moft material Confequence, -and being thwarted in
it by my Colleagues on the Plea of Expencs, which was the only matcrial Objeftion made to it, I
determined to accept of the Offer which I hefore refufed ; and on my Return from the Council the
Day, 1 believe, that my Plan was rejected, I fent to Sadanund, and told him 1 had re-confidered his
Mafte?s Offer, and ‘would accept m‘r‘wn Lucks of Rupees, which 1 defired him to pay to the
Sub-treafurer, Mr. Croftes; meaning™o apply this Money to defray the Expence of the Exp&!itjoa

5 : again
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againft Scindix, sad thereby haping to obwiste the only Obje&ion which had been tade to this its
percant Undertaking. Linfortwnarely I did not fucceed in obtaining she Confent of Mr. Francis
and Mr. Wheler, and was therefore concerned at having accepted this Sum from Sadanund, fince
the only Ufe to which I meant to appropriate it was fruftrated ; and I exprefled my Vexation to
Mr, Markham, my Secretary, as he (who fortunately for me is now in England) can attet. Upon
mature Refle@ion, I determined neither to inform the Council of the Tranfation, nor to return
the Money to Sadanund, having once confented to accept it 3 I therefore fuffered it to remain in the
Company’s Cath, as a Depofit for their Ufe, and by the next Difpatch to Europe I informed the
Court of Direttors of ‘the Tranfaflion, though I did not fate o them from whom I received
the Money-—a Neglect which I fhould have ftudioufly avoided, could I have forefeen the Confe-
quences of it. I rhought at the Time that I did all that was neceflary, by declaring sbat ir was not
my own, and that I meith:r conld mor would bave yecesved it, but for thar Ufe.

The Managers for the Commons ftated, that they thould next proceed to fhiew that
Mr. Haftings did, contrary to the Engagement fubfifting with the Rajah Cheyt Sing,
make a Demand upon him of a Number of Cavalry in the Year 1780.

The Witnefs produced Book 3o, intituled, ¢ Bengal Secret Confultations, from
1oth Auguft to 23d November 1780.”

Read, Extraéts of a Confultation held on the 2d November 1780, beginning at Page
641 of the faid Book.

« Fort William, the 2d November 1480,

’ . « Ac a Council; Prefent, Secret Dep,
The Honourable Warren Haftings, Governor Genera), Prefident. ‘Churfday.

Edward Wheler, Efquires.

Lieutenant General Sir Eyre Coote abfent on Service,
¢ The Proceedings of the joth ultimo read and approved,

“ Read again the Letter from Brigadier General Stibbert, dated 28th O&ober, and recorded on
the Laft Day’s Proceedings.

Philip: Francis, 2

“ Agreed, that the Governor General be requefted to write to the Nabob Vizier, recommend- ryvools caws

ing t0 him to require from Fyzoola Cawn the Quota of Troops ftipulated by Treaty to be fur- “@fmig hie
ni

by the latter for his Service, being 5000 Horfe, to be put under the immediate Command 7}
of i.ieatenant Coloncl Muir, commanding at Futtigur.

“ Agreed alfo, that the Governor General be requefted to write to the Rajah of Benarcs, re« rujan of Be
quiring him to furnifh fuch Part of his Cavalry, entertained in his Service, as he can fpare for the nares to fup-
Service of this Govermment, and to inform what Numbera he can fupply ; that a Letter be writ. [}!,Y{};;:{‘ ‘}2,
ten to Mr, Francis Fowke, direfting him to make the fanie Requifition of the Raja, and at the the Servior of
fame Time, to obviate any Jealouly which the Raja may conceive that*this may be converted go the Company.

a permanett Impofition upon “him, by affuring him, that the Board will require the Services of
thefe Forces no longer than while the prefenc War Iafts, after which they will be returned.

« Agreed, That the following Letter be written to the Refident at Benares. JoMr. Eran,
« Sir, ‘ : Refident at

TUops.

* Qh Receipt of the Intimation conveyed to us in your laft Letter of the 18th ultimo, Orders Benares.

were iffued to countermand the March of the T'roops which were appainted to proceed to Benares Yide Public
n { £

in confequence of the Delays ufed by the Rajah m the Payment of his Subfidy.

“ Deeming it juft and proper that the Rajah fhould be defired to afford every Affiftance in his
Power to this Governmeni, to whofe Protetion and Support he owes all that he poficfRs, the
Governor General has been sequeftied. to write to hime to- furnifh fuch Part of the Cavalry encer-

taiped in his Employ s he can fpare for the Service of the Company. But as fome Jealoufy and

Apprehenfion may arile in the .

Impofitign . oa him, we think it neceffary that fuch Fears fhould be obviated, and diret you

therefore” to affure him, that we-fhall require the Services of this Force no longer than during the

Continuance of the prefent War, éfeer which it will certainly be rcmrntv%. ‘ i
' Ve ll'c, €

“ Fort William, 2d Nov. 780, ‘
. Fhe Mmmgi,a fmvhc@mmnhmaﬁml, Whether any Deliberation was had
upon thu*nga&, or any Objéition made to .the propofed Demand of Cavalry, an-
fwered, they did not believe there was any Difpute, or that any Minutes paffed upon the

Subjeft. And being alfo afked, ‘Whether this Refolution turned in any Manner upon
the Fetver ‘of General Stibbere wéfetved to at the Beginning of the Confultation
frsal:!whmoethc Extralt had ‘Bée read; ‘they replied, thet they did not kuow
* THe Witnefs produced Book 29, intituled, « Bengal Letters, received from 13th May
1780 to'Belt April x782.” S ~ ‘

Bb Read

ajal’s Mind, that his * Aid may be copverted to a permanent « sic ia orig,

miQ
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Read, the 36th Paragraph of a General Letter to the Court of Direétors from the
Secret Department of the Board, dated Fort William, 29th November 1780, begin-
ning at Page 18 of the faid Book. -

, “ Fort William, 29 November 1780.

“ We have thought it neceffary to require from the Rajah of Benares the fame Subfidy for the
enfuing Year that he paid in the laft, as his Proportion in the Expence of the War, He for
fome Time hefitated to comply with the Demand, and we were obliged to refolve on -Meafures
of Compulfion ; but he has fince paid the Amount, and we have ftopped the Execution of thofe
Mealtures.  The Support which he receives from this Government, to whom he owes all that he
poflitics, the known Afluence of his Circumftances, notwithftanding his Pretext to the contrary,
and the Intereft which he poffeffes in Chicf over all other Perfons fubje€ to ug in the Com-
pany’s Profperity and Succefs, have induced us to require of him the Affiftance of fuch a Body
of Cavalry as he can fpare for the Company’s Employ, under a Promife made to him
that their Services will not be required beyond the Continuance of the War, We have alfo
ﬁron%ly recommended to the Nabob Vizier to require from Fyzoola Cawn, the Quota of Troops,
confifting of 5000 Horfe, ftipulated by Treaty to be furnithed by the latter, and we do not
doubt of his ready Obedience to the Requifition. I

“ Fort William, the 2gth November 1780, Signed, Warren Haltings,
Edward Wheler,”

Then the Managers for the Commons ftated, That having now proved all the
Tranfactions refpecting the Three Demands of Subfidies in 1778, 1779, and 1780, and
the Demand of Cavalry alfo in the Year 1780, they ought next, in the Order of the
Charge, to proceed to the Statement of fome Tranfattions between Mr. Haftings
and the Nabob of Oude, relative to the Rajah of Benares, contained in a very long
Paper ; but as it would be neceffary to read the Whole of that Paper afterwards, they
propofed pafling over this Paragraph of the Charge at prefent, and rcferrin§ to it,
when they came to the Paper at Eength. They further ftated, that for the fame
Reafon, they fhould now break off their Evidence refpetting the Cavalry at the Period
of the Detnand being made ; as-on this Subject they {houlg likewife have Occafion to
call the Attention of the Houfe to the Paper alluded to, and they withed to avoid
reading by Piecemeal what would be more intelligible when taken all together. 'On
thefe Accounts they fhould next proceed to ftate, that Mr. Haftings did write a Let-
ter to the Rajah of Benares, charging him with Irregularity in the Payment of his
Annual Stipend ; this, they informed the Houfe, they fhould have proved, but the
Defendant had rendered it unneceliary, by fetting it forth verbatin in his Anfwer,
already before the Houle: It only .remained therefore .for them'to prove, that'thefe
Payments were, in Fact, made with Regularity ;-for which Purpofe they called,

Mr. WRIGHT, who being fworn, was examined as follows.

Q. Are you in the Office of Accountant to the Eaft India Company ?
A. I am Auditor of the Indian Accounts to the Eaft India Company.

Then the Managers for the Commons defired the Witnefs might be directed to pro-
duce from the Benares, Journal for.the Year 1780, the Account and Dates of the fe-
veral Payments of the Rajah Cheyt 51 gs Tribute, -~ oo

- The Witnefs accordingly produced’a Book,  intituled, « Bengal Journal 1y80-1.”

Q. What is that Book?:-, .~ =~ T O R

A ‘This Book is the Journal containing the Account and State of Afairs of the Honourable,
United Company of Merchants.of England trading ¢o the Eaft Indi¢s, their General Joint Stock:
in Bengal, under the Management and Direftion of their Goyvernor General and Council of Fort

William, commencing the 1t Day of May' 1780, and ending the 3oth of Aptil ay8e” "

- (from & Lord.) Is thet the Account from Bengal? .

% From Bengal. . The Journal iy igned by the Coungil, 2. Warren Haftings, Edwar jmwc'r,
John Mitpherfon, Efquires. InPage734 '3 the Eotry of the Refident:of ot e Ace
counts of fdw"fw :

“The Book was deliverad 3 ot thie Tabla, ‘snd. the fullowingitsa wis.

the Cletk;: begins

‘at Page y34.0f the faid Book: .
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« Refident at Benaris D' to Profit and Lofs.

¢« Received of I}Vl)ah Cheyte Smg, on Account of his Tribute:

¢ 31780, o 1,98,434 4 12

Junc o 1,098,431 4 12

July — 598,431 4 12

Auguft —_ 1,908,431 4 12

September — 1,98,431 4 12

Oé&ober - 1,908,431 4 12

November — 1,08,431 4 12

December — 1,98,431 4 12

1781, January — 1,98,431 4 12

February — 1,098,431 6 12

Carried forward  19,84,313 — —

* Fort William, April 1481,
# Refident at Benaris Dr to fundry Accounts.

“ To Profit and Lofs brought forwatd 19,84,313 —
1781, March - 1,98,431 6 12
April | — 1,908,431 6 12
Standard Gourthay Rupees 23,810,175 13 4

Batta 8,314 22 8 per Cent,

1,96,048 14 10

| 2577224 11 9

(Signed at the End of the Book)

« Warren Haftings,
Edward Wheler,
~ John Macpherfon,”

The Managers for the Commons ftated, that they fhould next proceed to prove
the Payments on Account of the Stipend of Mirza Sawdit Ally Khdn; it being a
Part of Mr. Haftings’s Defence, that the Rajah Cheit Sing’s Delay was the Caule of
the Nonpayment of that Stipend : The fame was accordmgly read from P.735 of the

fame Journal.

« Sundry. Accounts S D' to Nabob Afoph uL Dowlah.
¢ Paid to Nahob Mirza Sawdit Allry Khawn his Allowance of Three Lacks per Annum, as per
~Order of the Honorable the Governor General and Council, dated 2oth March 1781,

“ 1780 May —_—
June —_
Juy - —

L 50000 =

11,480 3 —

Carried forward 61,480 3§ ~—

« Fort William, April 1781,

s Sundry Accounts " D 'to Refident ar Benares,

“ Nabob Afopbul Dowlah, brought forward 1 61,480 .3 =
. 178 " Avguft — 23,310 6 2
' ‘September 23,310 6 2

obér. = - 23,310 6 2
November = — 23,310 6 2
, - Decermber — 23,753 2 =
1781, January - 23,753 2 =~
_;,~Fcbru=ry - 23,753 8 =
March — o 23,753 B e
o Apil ¢ — 23753 2
Staudu'd Gouruuy Rupwl  2,73:485 16* '

"Bma 8,314 2 8 perCc

(S:gnad at tbe End of the Book)

32,516 13 -

2,96,008 I 19

“Warren Hattings,
Edward Whelee,
John Macpherfon.”
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Then the Managers for the Commons ftated, they conceived it would tend to elu-
cidate the Matter, if they informed the Houfo that Mirza Sawdit Ally Khin was
the Brother of the Nabob of Oude, who refided at or near Benares, and was paid a
Stipend by the Eaft India Company, which Stipend wus afterwards repaid by the
Nabob of Oude: But for the Purpofe of firft paying it, there was an Order from
the Ealt India Company to the Refident at Benares, that it fhould be provided for out
of the Sum of Money payable from the Rajah of Benares, and that it fhould be
allowed him 1n the Account,

Then they ftated, that they fhould next produce Two Letters, the one written in
December 1780, the other in January 1781, from the Refident at Benarcs, informin
the Board oz the Payment of the Monthly Kifts, in order to {hew that it was 1mpo(g
fible Mr. Haftings could have merely been under a Miftake when he wrote the Letter
to Rajah Cheit Sing.

"The Counfel for the Defendant defired that the Witnefs might be afked, Whether
he knew by whom the Accounts produced, and figned by the Governor Genezal and
Council at the End of the Book, and which appear to be examined, &c. and clofed
by William Larkins, are made up.

The Witnefs was afked,

Q. What is the Office of Mr. Larkins ?
A. Accountant General to Bengal.

Q. Are thofe Accounts prepared in his Office ?
A. Thofe Accounts are prepared in his Office. This Book is one general Account and Compi.
lation of the various Accounts of the Prefidency of Fort William.

. Thofe various Accounts are tranfmitted in the Courfe of che Bufinels to the Accountant
General’s Office, whofe Bufinefs it is to make up the General Accounts of all the various Branches
of the Acco{gnts that come to his Office ?

A. Itis

€.. And it is fent over here by whefe Authority ? |
A. By the Governat General and Counml, and figned by them.

Q Sigaed by whem ? ‘
A. Bigned by the Governor General and Council.

Q. Do vou happen to know whether the Courfe of the Buﬁncﬁ in Bengal is not on o fend
over the Accounts wiade up by their Officers from thc Accountant Genqral, but “alfo to 4 nd over
the Quigina} Docaments, and how they: are muade up? :
| A, }"mm fome of the. Depumm.wfm Inftance, the: Paymﬁcr Gmml of the Forres fends
home Nis

Q. Are the Originals, or only Coplcs fent Homc ?
A. Oniy €opies.

. From the Paymafters?
A. From the Paymafters..

Q.1 mdmkand yog m fgy thm. t.hau ﬂwy keep the Oﬂgmnls there in the Courfe of their Pro-
ceedin
A. %2 I undcrﬁand

Q. But they fend over Cdpws of pnmcuhr Branches, when thofe are wanted for the Informanon
df the gcmpunt'? o ‘
A Yes 3

. Are thofe from Bcnmes an:' o
A R e bchcvc not: The Accoynt of thns Ycar from Benma is not reeeived. |

Ammrdmg to the ‘ufusl C.'uﬁmn do they fend over c!ne Accoum af zlw Bcnm- meuc, in
the fame ‘Manner as they do the Atmy Acmums?
A. Not'for this psruculur Yur. e

Q. Doty %mnﬂy? Pty |
A Nay ' not Ty thanw;h ngnl V‘my.‘j“ N
Fiom pode lRrvay bt Arcon tppurmbeafcnbed
to(t%e Day ?:on whmh‘irbq fame begon M aymenu are ac-
tually mude ' X

To thanya,m sehigh the Payweou

e Q, That
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. &, Thatis as far as you know ?
A. As far as I underftand.

Q. With regard to the Payments made, what is the Language of the Entry ?
A. The Entry begins ¢ Received,” mee

- Q. Is there any Date of the Day of the Payments; as yet we have only heard of Months ?
A. There are no Dates of the Days of Payment, only of the Months,

. Q. Db you know where the Kiftbundy, to which thofe Payments relate, is lodged, is there any
‘Copy of it tranfmitted Home 2
A. I don’t recollett that there is; but I think theré is; T am not certain,

Q, Does it f’all‘undcr your Obfervation that the Kiftbuady, for the Payment of the Stipend to
Mirza Sawdit Ali Cawn, is or is not in the Eaft India Company’s Books ¢
A. 1 don’t recolleét.

Then the Witnefs was direfted to withdraw. .

Then the Managers for the Commons obferved, that perhaps they might have
thought it fufficient to have produced the Accounts fent over by Mr. Haftings, as
againft Mr. Haftings, but that they would go One Step farther, and produce his
Letter accufing the Rajah of the Nonpayment of his Tribute; for which Purpofe
they defired Mr. Hudfon might be again called; who, appearing, produced Book 32,
intituled, ¢ Perfian Correfpondence, Letters written in the Public Depattment {rom
the 1ft of January to the 31ft December 1784."

Read, a Letter from the Governor General to Rajah Chite Sing, dated 17th Ja-
nuary 1781, beginning at Page i, in the faid Book.

« To Rajah Chite ‘Si“ng.
“ “ Writteh 17th January 1781.
« Frequent Reprefetitations having been made to me of the Wane of Punttuality in the Pay-
ment of yout Malguzary, that Pare tore particularly which is affigned for the Difburfement of
Seidut Ally Khan's Salacy ¢ dnd it hdving, - at this Time, more than any othtr, 4 bad and fufpi-
cions Appearanes y |.do peremptorily order, that all Artears, of whatfoever Kind, be pald wp
within T‘;‘, Hours after the Receipt of this Perwanns, or you muft expect that bad Confequences
will follow, -
« (Authenticated at the End of the Raok. 2a follows) : g ,

Ce Fort William,

¢ Ex! G, T, Cheny, e gt Deember 178
; PR A L , - 'H. Colebrooke,
| S Perf Tranfr”

-t appearing that there: wais no Sigrifture 'to thd Letter, the Managers for the
Commons were afked, What "Account they gave of the Letter —They made dn-
fwer, That the ‘PE:‘ﬂﬂﬂ‘,‘Corregvﬁndehce is kept it a Book by itflf ; that it does not
agpear in the Book at what Confultation thi particolar Letter was fent, otherwife
than by the Date zut by the'Giverror ; or that. it was figriéd ¢ That the Addrefs is
put; that the Perfian Correfpondence éan only b¢ carried on by the Governor General
alone, and that the Book, contaiming the Letter in queftion; was athenticated by Mr.
hrook, the Perfim Trandlator: - ’ “ ' o

~ ‘Then the Managers for the Commons faid, they fhould next proceed to prove the
~ Payments in December 1 780, and in January 1781, of what became due in Novem-
ber and December 1780, prroducigg the Letters from the Refident above alluded
tBO,sy‘ knd therefore defired the Witnefs might be directed to deliver in Book 33, and
g "iﬂ'&grﬂ%gfyﬁmk 13, intittled, ¢ Bengal Public Confultations from 23d Novem-
~Read, the following Extract of a Confultation on the 14th December 1780.
vy % Fory/Willidm, r4th December 1780,
At's Councily Prefent, © i
m #gs Efquire, Governor General, Preéfidenty
, heler Efquiré: . . . . .
,Cogee sbleat on %mngnmd at the Prefidency of Fors St. Gcargii
A O e ) “ Rea

Pub. Dept
Thurfday.



