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fa~d tin India, has been ipread- o!~ly to cre1te ':onfu. 

,&'\on and Divifion at Home, are ve'!,! mpth acccivi..:d. 
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From the P~crs communicated to us at the late General 

Court, we learn, that Lord Clive left the Company's Affairs at 

H 'l'igiz! in a very happy Situation, in January 1760,-and that 

in the Otlober following, Jqfer Ally CWWl1, to whom the na­

tional Faith was folcmnly pledged, ViaS cJcpofcd, Oil Pretence of 

Crul~jty and Opprcf1ion in his Government, Violation of his 

Tre:: ty with the Englifb, and the urgent Necdlities of the 

Company. 

The particular Inl1ances of Cruelty are the Deaths of Caja 
IIaddu, and Co/jim Albr, two General Officers, Surajah Dow/a's 

Brother, and all that remained of the Family of Surajah Do'".vla. 

I have enquired of the Gentlemen employed in the Company's 

Service: at the Period thefe Executions are dated, and find, that 

not one of there Executions can be charged to Cruelty of Dif­

pofitiol1, in Jqfjer Ally Gawn, but to that unhappy Form of 

Government that gives defpotic Power to the fuccefsful Sword. 

Goja Haddu and Gq/jim Ally were two General Officers, who 

were meditating ~he Death of the Soubah, and to place the 

Brother uf the Surajah DO'lvlC] in the Government, The Plan 

was communicale;;d to Lord Clive by one Rajah Bllliub. His 

Lo~lfhjp tefiifit:d his Abho/rence, and affured h1m, nothing 

f1lOuld e~er tem.pt him tlviolate his ~~reaty ~ith. the Soubah. 

The .Plot ~~an[plred, ~.nd 1",- two Chiefs v;.eJ,.e put. to D. eath, 

not by a regular Tnal,. be(;~c they botll .comm~ed]arge 
Bodies ~f 1\ ten, who J.iJa have appeared Wltp' draw~words 
to vindicate them; .but affafiinatcd, to preventa1i'Infurre~ioa; 
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and .f:;II?"<'IjalJ Dow/a's Brother fell the Victim, of t'ffe Sou!Jah's juO: 

Jealoufy. All that remained of the Family of Surajah Dowla 

fell Victims to the fame Jealoufy; becau[e he feared the Englifb 

Governor was meditating a Revolnti'on, in whore Favour he 

knew not, his Fears pointed out thefe as the Objects; and Sdf­

pre[ervation, not ,vanton Cruelty, taught hig,. the fatal Remedy: 

for, I am well informed, Jailer Ally Cawn as little merits the 

Epithet of Cruel as any Man in HindojJan. No Inftances being 

given of his Oppreffions, can only fay, I cannot learn his Go .. 

vernment was uncommonly oppreffive, or more' [0 than that of 

his Succdror; but had he been both cruel and oppreffive, the 

EllgliJh had no Right to be his Judges. 

Jaffer .Ally Cawn is charged with having violated every 

Article of his Treaty, but two only are mentioned.-His Con­

dud: refpecting the Dutch, and the Obftruction of the Currency' 

of our Calcutta Mint. 

The firll:is unfupported by anyone Proof; it is very 1'0(­

fible he might willi to fee two European Powers in his Country, 

and himfelf hold the Ballance. That he did invite the Dutch 

to bring a Force in, is but a S~rflife; if tme, no Clu[c' for a 

Rupture; for, when their Force-, arrived, he permitted us to 

ufe his Intlu~nce and Authority to what Purport: we pleaJotd, 
Cent an Arn~ ttl our Affifiance, and would have extirpated the 

Dutch, h,l we.trOt interceded fOJthem. 

The 



A Mea.fure '{o violent,a~d fo precipitate, . c.?u.r!~:t:i'ot bc' 

unanimoufly approved. From theU~tter pubiil~ed under the 

Title of, A Letter to the jecret CQmmittee, we fee it oecafioned 

great Di1fentions , Abroad; indeed, it gave Rife to two Parties 

which have fubfified ever finee. 

Major Carnac, having defeated the MogM*, gave him no Time , 
to recover from his Pannic, but prdlcd him fo doCe, that;\1r. 

Law, with a Party of fifty French, were taken Prifoners the ntxt 

Day; and the Day. after, the Mogul delivered himfelf up to 

Major Carnac, which put an End to the War, alld with the 

War, to the Diftreifes of the Gover~ment, and of the Company, 

and . (0 it would have been, had JaJler Ally Ca'lvn, remain­

ed in the Government. 

By the Treaty made with Cq!fim Ally CCl'Um, the Revenue of 

three Provinces, amonnting to 6oo,coo I. per Annum, were a['" 

f:.g~ed over for the Payment of our Army, which was fuppofccl 

tq be maintained for the Support of the new Sf)uhah. 

A new Syfiem of Politics now took Place, the Soubah was 

taught that he was independant J\'!after of his own Government, 

C and 

• The M~ul hcreme.ihs. tpe(am~Perfon, called the SJ;ahz.,ada or PJjn c (~ , ""Lo 

entel'~d thcfrovince of BIi'Jo1-.1afl: Year; his Fathr:r being dead, he alfumcd t h(; 

'Ti.tle .. ~,ling, or as we co~monlycall him the MoglIl, hut Wi\ \I ~d k:vc p:,~­
ferre,HtbeGovl.l1'ntntnt o(,;&ngaJ, t'Othc4nr.F};linciHfant Prof;-,;il of th~ 1.i1~-

pi"" 
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and to l:~""k: ~im fa we, gave into his Power RamnlJran, the , ' ' 

Nabob of Patna, to whom our ProteCtion had been folemnly 

promifed by Lord Clive, and who had merited it, by Services 

that claim(:d a Ce>Minuanee of that ProteCtion, both from Ho-

110ur Olnd Interefi, now ~ore immediately neeeffary, £Inee by 
taking three Province~ to ourfelves, we were no longer Mer­

chants, but a rival flower to the Man, whom we had made 

Soubah; he could certainly lo~k upon us in no other Light, he 

underfiood the Leffon of Independancy fo well, that he march. 

ed his Army 200 Miles higher up the Country, where he 

built a Fortification, and formed his Attention to the difciplin­

ing of his Army, after our l'vIanner, and the Increafe of his 

Revenue, {till growing rich and powerful, he began to check 

and to opprefs the Trade of the Englijh. From the Papers read 

at the General Court, it {bould appear, that the Company's 

Servants advantaging themfelves of the Influence and Power of 

the E71gliJb, throughout the Country, had extended their Pri­

vileges of Commerce beyond former Bounds; but it does 'i~Jbt 
appear, that this was any Infringement or Violation of TreatieS; 

for the original Phirmand, and the Treaty of Commerce made 

by Lord CHzJe, and the feleCt Committee of Calcutta, with 

MeeT Ja.flt'r, (both of which were read in Court) which were 

confirmed by CqfJim Alley Ca;~~, extended the Privilege of 

tra1ing Duty ·frce, to aU Article's whatever, and they had avail­

ed themfelves of this, during the two firft Years 6f CoJIim Ally 

C,1wris Government; but on a fudden, *~ whole of\this Com~ 
merce was obfiruCted, by the N apob s. ftopping '_,all ~~e 

'. r. '. '" <·;l." " ..... ,'-''''" 

Boats with their Cargoft;,.. .'tlu"ougbout ~vr...ryPart of hisPomi .. 
nwns. 
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nions. To remedy this, Mr. Panjiltarf went uP.:Jo 7:, N a­
bob at'MtJngbeer, wi:th whom he executed a freaty of Com­

merce, unauthorized by his Council. His Intention therein was 

juft and equitable, but it was looked on by the Soubah and his 

SubjeCts as a Conceffion extorted by a Dread of his Force. One 

Article in it fubjeCl:ed the Agents of the Englijh to the Courts 
of the Soubab, fo that the Remedy prove'~ worfe than the Dif­

eafe. 

It may be neceiTary to explain to the Proprietors, that the 

Servants of the Company have always enjoyed the Privilege 

of carrying on a Trade to the different Parts of India, the Car­
goes for fuch Trade, and the Returns both require; the Pri­

vilege of an inland Trade, for buying and felling Goods, at 

the beft Markets, and this Trade has been always proteCted by the 
Company's Pafs, (or Dulluck) and was never by the Natives' 
dillinguifhed from the Company's own Trade. It is acknow-' 

lerl~fr~' this Trade had been confined to Articles of Exports and 

Imports by Shipping, not that our Pbirmaundor Treaties fet 

any Limits to' it; but former Soubabs, apprehenfive their Suh­
jt::Cts and the public Revenue might futter, had put this Re-

1l:raint upon us, which the happier Times that followed, we 

thought would have removed, anp that, Increa[e of Power and 

Influence, {hould have added I:icreaie of Trade. On that Pre-
• 

fumption, Mi. Vanjittarl' had given Patfes, for Commoditits 
f' • 

from. one in4tnd Tow\\} to another, and availing ourfe1ves of our 

Illtereft at.(;fourt, we l;r~~, obtai~ed Patfes from the Soubah him-
• I}' . • "''"::.'" ' , " 

.f~1i9' Qj'.ir'om tbe authorizea Cuftom .. Mai\ers, for the Salt-Trade, 

which 



which \~4.~never prefum.ed to proteCl: by OUr own Pat'fes; 
and the Governor, and all· the principal Servants, had . engaged 

very far in this Trade, at the Time a general Stop was put to it 

by the Soubah, t~ough under Cover of his, or his Officers 

Paff'cs. 

This was certain Iluin to all that had engaged in it, on the 

F lith of the Soubah's Paues, and could not fail to create a ge­

neral Murmur; the more fo, as the Treaty (hereto annexed) by 

fixing no Period, when the new Regulations, therein contained, 

fhould take Place, expofed the Trarie, then on Voyage, from one 

Town to another, to inft:ant Seizure. 

Whoever argues, that the Company are· not to protett their 

Servants in thc::ir Trade, ufes an Argument that would rt'nder 

the Company unworthy the national PIOteCtlOn, and dduv;;lg to 

forfeit their Charter. Their Servants Abroad are in this Light 

to be confidered as SubjeCts, a~ filch, the C"'npany rtt~rv: 
from them Confulage, and other Duties to:l great .l\r:"wunt, . ;imd 

it is in a great Meafure to be imputed to the Ad ar.[1ges of the 

Trade of the Servants, that Calcutta, is 10 flouriiliing 'Cl Place, 
, 

having 400,000 Inhabitants, yielding a great Revenue to the 

Company, which is yearly inclC,~afing. It is by this Trade, their 

Servants acquire Fortunes, not, by the Pay they receive from the 

C\jmpany, which to the hjgqeft,. except the Governor, does 

not exceed 200 1. per' Annum. 

To return fo the Tre,ty ; the 8(1z1;80, I {aYt efteem.ij1·g~t.>.\ 
Conceffion, from Fear, ~fttl,prob;,.bly 1\9*'~. "determined to break, 

wjt~",. 
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with us, immediately made amofl: tyrannic Abnie tl .. ~1.;·-.::­
appeaied from the Letters laid before the Ct¥rt. 

To .conc1udel Mr. 'ftl1!fittart himfelf, acknowledged the Er· 
rors of' it, in a Minute of Council, annexed; and a Deputation 

was fcnt from Calcutta, to adjl1'O:' a new Treaty. All that we 

know, with Certainty is, that the Deputation were afiatlnated, 

on their Return, that Hoil:ilities were co'mmenced, and Jajj~r 

Ally Cawn; prcclaimed Souba/;. 

Thus by toe lail: Advices, the Fate of the Company was once 

more depending on the IiTue of a Battle, for which the Soubah 

would have mallY 1\10nths to prepare himfelf, as the Ho!l:ilities 

began in the Month of June, t}le Rivers fwell in July, and all 

Operations muft cea[c, till the Waters fubfidc in the Month of 

OClober or November. What has been the Source of there 

Misfortunes ? 

The unworthy, ungrateful Treatment of your Bengal S.er­

vants, many of whom, the moft approved, and moft experienced, 

were e;thcr turned out of the Servic{', or quitted in Diig.lJit, at 

the ConduCt of the Directors at Home, in fuperfeding them, 

by Strangers;' .. fr~\ other Settlements, by injurious Language 

in your Letters, as .the Public ha.s already [een, in a P.ll11phl cr , 

entitled, Rt;/leClions 011 theCom1notioll-:::!J· Bengal . 
. , 

The,\Va~t ofExpe~ience in a Gove~nor brought from a <Ii·· 
. I -

frant Settlement, unacquainted with ths: Scene he was to engage 

in, whic1!betrayedhim into a total Deviation. from thofc wilt~ 
.!;Sa"l<)ims: by which Lord 'Clive acquired [0' ~uch Honour to 

himfelf and to 'this Nation. 

D What 
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·-·V{h~ Meafures are now purfuing ? 

Turnin'g o~, more than Half the Council, without wait .. 

ing their Vindication. and fending for a Governor, a Stranger, 

from Bombay, utterlYl ignorant of the commercial or political In­

terells of Bengal; left too :!t his Option to go or not, and if re­

fufed, one Price is ordered from Bombay, for whofe Integrity or 
" 

Abilities not even his. Patron would vouch. And on him the 
Government muil probably devolve; for Mr. Spencer's Age and 

Circumfiances confidered, it is not reafonable to think he will 
venture to take the Government of Bengal in. its preient em­

broiled State. 

What may be the probable, nay, almoft certain Confequences 

of fuch Mea[ures ? 

Befides the Number of Councillors turned out by the Orders 

from Home, for no other Crime, but an Attachment to Jajjcr 
Ally Ca'wn, who, at this Time, muil either be Soubab, or the 

Englijb drove out of the Country, it is reafonable to expect every 

ene. in independent Circumftances, will immediately rdign, and 

the Succeffion devolve on young Gentlemen of three to five 

Years Standing in' the Service, equally fitOfl .. a.- i~· their Refent­

ment, at being fuperf~ded by Strangers; tfor that Indign ity js 

common to ali, to imagh.e Servants will fubmit to it, is to ima-, ' 

gine them without a Senfe of Honour, which I hope "even our 
, , . 

Directors would not willi. They are {ending a G6vernor, who, 

bcfides·the fat3:1 Con[equen~es that rilay attend his '\ ant of Ex­

perience, comr'" with the Odium of fuperfeding all tlte old S~r-
I " .... c.,';, , , 

vants; thc .. it;fwi(llble Confequence will be, that he will find the' 
Gen .. 
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Gentlemen, fuperfeded by him, unanimous only in difueffing 
him, and thus eftabliili a new Source of Dirrentions, at a Time 

that calls for' an Exertion o'f the greateil: Tii\ems, afiifted by the 

Unanimity of the whole Settlement, to extricate the Company's 

Affairs from the Difficulties in which they ,lare involved. I do 

not lay it down as an unerring Rille, that the Directors never 

iliould fuperfede their Servants; in Cafes ?f very extraordinary 

Merit it will be acquiefced in. The Gentlemen of Bengal fu­

perfedcd themCeIves, and for the public Good fet afide the Ap­

pointment of the Directors, and, of their own Authority, gave 

the Government to Lord Clive. But, in the prefent Cafe, 

where no fLlch extraordinary Merit is pleaded, (the Deputy 
Chairman, indeed, told us, Mr. Spencer was converfant in the 

Affairs of Dt'hli and Sittarah, as unconneCted with the Affairs 

of Bengal as thofe of China, or of Perjia) when a Gentleman 

has offered, whofe Integrity and'" Abilities {land unimpeached, 

to whom I never heard but one Objection, ,a very extraordinary 

one indeed (his Attachment to Lord Cli'vc). \,yhat arc we to 

tr.!nk ~f the ConduCt of our Directors? Is Ol1f: Man's Fricnd­

{hip and. Partiality (to give it the mofi favourable Con!tl utiion) 

to endar;ger t.he Ruin of the Company? \Ve {;l\V 17000 I. pcr 

..Annum, lavfih~y given to a Favoritlf, and otb-Cr great and flJrti:d 

Donations i yet, no General COUll' was called; Becau[c it could 

extend no further than the Lo[~ ot.':':·.mllch Money to the Com.-. ~ 

pany; but in thefe unjull AppolIll"ments the whole is at Stake ... 
~ 

If Jqfjt'r AI'I Cawn is in the GO'tICrnmcnt, what 'will he think 

when .he fjes the Commipp of~'thc Troops given to the very 

Manwhotiepofed him, and every Sc:wanto difini!ieJ v/ho (he.w~d 
J'-' :.:~ "' 

an Attachment to him? Be not [uf1?i.,14'1, if he 1110uld efieem 

a War 
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a War inevitable, ~ .immediately feize your .Out-Settlements, 

.and put in nang?" Lives of your Servants. 

Would the Co~pany fuew a juft Senfe of their prefent Dan­
ger; would they rocover t.b~ blemithed Reputation of the Na-.. 
tion; would the DireCtors lay aide all Party Paillon and Refent-

ment; Reafon would fuggeft to them the Remedy they ought to 

with for, though RefleCtion would, perhaps, make them fenfible 

their Ingratitude may preclude them from it. 

I hope, every Proprietor will attend the next General Court. 

That the Force of Argument, not of Numbers, may prevail, 

and that proper Steps may be taken to refcue the Company from ... 

the Dangers that threaten them. . 

APPENlfix 
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A p p E N I x. 
'Ihe T REA T Y made by Governor V jN SIT TAR T. 

" you R gracious P",. W(l.nnah is arriR~;' an~ ~as greatly honoured me. 
I am informed of all the P~rtic:ulars of your hi~h Commands. 

" It thall be written to the Chiefs of ou, Fa8:ories, that they are 
to give a Duftuck. for the buying and felling of Ship }.1erchalldize; and Mer­
chandii'.e that they buy and fell in every DifiriCl: for Traffic in this Country, 
they are to do according to Cuftoms of other Traders and Merchants, and not 
to give the Compal1Y's Duftuck". They are to take a Duftuck from B"d:jh­
bander or Shab-bunder, paying in upon the Coft of the Merchandize 11 per Cent. 
including Wharfs, and other Receipts of CuItom; northa)) they ufe any M,IO­
ncr of Force or Violence, Extortion or unfair Dealing. 

It is hoped that your Excellency'S Purwallnah, will be iffued out to the p()ul} Jar:, 
and other Offices of the Government, that the Company's Dufiuck is to ·go 
along with the Purchafe and Bale of Ship Merchandize, and they are by no 
Means to flop it, or demand the fmalleft Cufiom; nor {ball they hinder the 
PurchaiC and Sale of Country Commodities; but they are to give Dufl:ucks, 
receiving the Duties on Coil of the Merchandize agreeable to your Excellency'S 
high .90mmand. And the Darugah's 1" at the Cbahys arc only to take Copies 
of t~, I)·)./kk, .without demanding any Thing. 

, P~retPf" .. ~ it was written to all the Chief .. of our Factories, to forbid thcm 
injurtlag thd Country People and Illhabitants of the f>,;r:;mlllaJ,s, and protccting 
the PePf1<hnts and Servants of the Sirwr t, and damaging the Affairs of the 

··~{il'c~". "Now repeated Directions iliall be fcnt, that they arc to H:frain from 
·::fuch Proceedjl~s: ti'9~ further conlidering the Officers of the Government :!~ 

Magifirates, WllC. it! . [.~i~ ,are: In 'IIfe if .rtr .. 7""' ... 0. lilies or .[)i/Plltl'J /J(f/'/JaJillg, If 'Y 
(Ire to appear bifOrt tha.M.~iJlraff, and /;~I ~ the1l1 Jettled Iy his ])"'lji'-ll. 

" Let your Excellellcy's Illftru8:ions 'f£~t to the Fowz /a's ;lllJ Chnccrs, 
that they are to J~!termil1e Difputcs of'· ur·F'itctors with ]uHicc alld Truth, 

. . and. are ... to .have no Regard ·.to P<l.Tt'i l' ~ccrm. ~n~ i.f ;my, (:111" ((~mpLli.ns. 
agamft a FaCtor ~ fend for him, and fett! the AfT".m Face t·:) j<;:g: j~Jld it a 
l"aCl:or has Cn .. .J\";'lt againfi- ilnY\~I1C, . . confiJer it wdl, "Iltl fi) JlICfln:nc 
it. '>:.., 
. "It bas becK written to the Chiefs of Jjlamabul :>,\d LIIll-ypOl"{', that they {l)a\l 
~~!'<.~;:~~ .S(1.tt-works, por hinder the Merchat'l~~ ir\farmcrs of the ~dt-

·;Atorb th~,paY'Revenues to the Government, t~ !o bl\ what they want of 

" E . ( them 

_ •• ""' ..... ;.!'!1!~ ,m-MojJm. t 'Toll '['altm 01f Ihe R.oad!i.J.~ 1;"n71ltnt. 
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thel\l1!t a reafonable R! e. !The two Letters to the Chiefs arore~idJ being ill­
dofed ,with this "'-ddrefs 

" An Order will : ft'ut to the Chiefs and' Servants of all our' Fac\ories, 
that they arc not to fa,m or buy Lands; and whatevc:r they may hav~ ~ught 
heretofore they are to ~fign it. ' 

, H ~et yourli:xccllc 'y's Orjl{, be paffed, that the Price of the Purchafe be 
Ilkcwdc returned. Ul. 

" But from fcveraj.F~ace5 there is come Complaint, that the Officers 01" the 
$ircar importune for fotn:<!r ColleClions, and beat, bind, and confine the Peo­
ple, which Doings are fA: from being jufr. 

" Let your Excellency's Order bepalTed that they return back thE. Price of 
the Purchafe, and never demand old Accounts. 

" The Chiefs and Servants of the FaCl:ories will· be directed, that thcy arc 
not to hinder the Brokers and Weavers of the Government. 

" Arld if your Excellency is not pleafed that the Money and Bullion of 
Englijh Gentlemen and their Faaors, lhould be made into Siutl) § in the lVIints of 
Azimabad and ,]ehol1gernngnn,. and by it there will be a Lofs to the Sircar,let 
the Dar'Ugals of thofe Places be ordered not to receive the Money and }3ullion 
of the En:,lijh Company, to be made into Siccas. But upon hea~ng this, the 
Money Changers will demand, as Exchange, juil what they want, and the 
Company's Bufincfs will he impeded by thi, Means. 

" It is hoped that a Pt'rwamJ(lh will be iiTued out to the Naibs of Murjheda~ 
/;ad, ]challgernagan, and Azimaoud, that the Exchange on Money of the Eng­
l~fJ) Company and Crcntlemen, {hall be taken according to theM~rket-Cur""ncy, 
and in cafe of Exaction tp bring the Money Ch;mgers to Puni{knc~t: . ,1 .,,~.'~ 

DireCtions will be fent to the FaCtors at Qual/para'h, that he is to ~~li; .. Cf t~~fi": 
mfs of Tr:Jffi.: as was Cuflom heretofore.r and he is not to trade \;i'~ ':ll11cople 
of the Hills, the Bootans or People of 1!jam. 'Whatever he h.s tb LYW-t>~.roe}l 
ill that Place, he is to uo by Means 0: the Officer of the Govpnment. Let' 
your ExcellCllcy's Order be fent to\the Dr.rugal:, that h~,: ;'r~ ~('~ with the Eng~ 
IUh Factors as with other Mcrch:lIlt;," 

) 
A[;', V A':!lfTTAR T'S Mie'J-.. :,lCkno'tulerlginJ th,- Error; ~r tl.'c ~-CP"y. 

" ILll, I gmnt, that the latc d:mdu~t of t.l:{ Government's Officers, ill 
111~U1y P:l1ts of th;: Country, gives (Ie too much II:eafonnow to thillk with the 
Ref!: of t.be Board, that they canAet excr~ife Authority v.{thout Oppreffion; 
anJ that Vlh~tever Caufe they might hwo/.l Complaint again~ the EngliJb G()­
maj},/;:s, their own Tyrannies are yet ;n'bre infupportablc J for, \ inilead of' free­
ing our Trade from a?'iJ~mptdiment, Detention, o("Obfrructi~l\1, under. Fre­
tence of CUHOIllS, Dr'tor~t~c\ which was my only-Intent of laying tt;.-,;,r ~ 
l{ul~'s, they have hal 'lqujte contrary ~ffeCl:-. The-Ofiiters oftht ~overn~ent 

. i1re4~nniug Qu .tke'1a.~ ,"",~II _.ta~~ , Ol) OU~ Agents and Gf/(I;qjiaps. " .~":iM~.ei: 
r~1:1y COll~ \?{, . : " ~'~;>'~~~ .priefc.;nbcd to~h~. . "" ~ \'.1 , . . ~: I 

t ·1 .... - I I.. 'it:·,... . 
CurmrtCli" ; 


