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PREFACE.

BeacoNsrieLD, New. 1, 1806,

"THE wifdom, which is canonized by deathy
is confulted with a fort ofs facred veneration.
A cafual remark, or an incidental maxim in
fgme ancicnt authour, an interefting narrative,
or a pointed anecdote from the hiftory of paft
times, even though they bear but a remote and
general application to the exigency of our own
immediate {ituation, are caught up with eaget»
nefs, and remembered with delight. But how
much- more important is the inftru&ion which
we may. derive frem the poﬁhumous opinions
okthofewho, having been moft emitfent, in dur
own times for fuperiour talents and more exten-
five knowledge, have formed their obfervation
on circumftances {o fimilar to our own, as orly
not to be the fame, yet who fpeak withowe in-
fluence fromt the I}t'tle pref.udiées and paﬁidns,
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#o-which accident, folly$, or¥malevolence miy
have given birth in the preféat monhens.

The late Mr. Burke, in the eftimation of
thofe who were moft capable bf judging, fleod
high, both as a faientifick and § practical farmer.
He carriced ito his ficlds the fdne penctrating,
comprehenfive, and vigorous mfad, which fhone
forth {o .confpic uouﬂv i all his exertions on
theflage of public lite.  Wherever he was, m
gvhatever he was cugaged, be was alike allidu-
&us in colleting anformation, and happy 1a
combining, what he acquired, mto general prin-
ciples. All thar the ancicnts have left us upon
bufbandiy was familiar to him, and he once en-
couraged and fet ou foot a new edition of thofe
valuable writers ; but, though he might occa-
fionally derive new bints even from thofe
fources, he preferred the authority of his own
hind ‘to that of Hefiod or Virgil, of Cato or
Columella, He thought for him{elf upon this,
as upen other fubje@s; and not rejecing found
reforms of demonftrated errorg, he was, how-
ever, principally guided by thc traditignary fkili
and experience of that clafs of men, who, from
faiher to fon, thave for gencrations laboured in
(:adhncr forth the futxhtv of the Buglith foil,
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He not only fourld it agriculmure the moft
agreeablesrelaxation ¥rom his more ferious cares,
but he regarded the cultivation of the earth,

and the nnnro»em;tnt of all which xt produces,
as a fort of moral #nd religious duty. Towards
the clofe of his li!e, when he Bad loft the fon,
in whom all his’profpe@s had leag centered,
after Jamenting, in an elegant allufion to Virgil,

that the trees, which he had been nurfing for"
{o nmny years, would now afford no fhade‘totis
pofterity, he was heard to correét himfelf, by
adding, < Yet be it fo: I ought not therefore

to beftow lefs attention upon them—they grow
to God.”

Agriculture, and the commerce connedted
with, and dependent upon it, form one of the
moft confiderable branches of political economy 3
and as {uch, Mr. Burke diligently ftudied them.
Indeed, when he began to qualify himfelf for
the exalted rank which he afterwards held
among, ftatefmen, he laid a broad and deep
foundation; and o an accurate refearch into the
COnﬁithtion the laws, the civil and military
hxﬁ'o:y of thefe kingdoms, he joined an enlwbt-
ened acquaintance with the whole circle of our
commerciat {ytem. On.his firlt introdu@ion,
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