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PRE FA C E. 

BEACONSFIELD, Ntn!. t, lSQa. 

THE wiCdom, which is canonized by death 

i.s con(nlted with a fort of- facred veneration. 

A c{1(u:d rem:uk, or all incidental maxim ill 
f9me ancient autbour, an interefting narrative, 

or a pointed anecdote from the hiftory of paft 

times, even though they bear but a remote and 
general application to the exigency 'of our own 

immediate utl1ation, are caugbt trp with eage~~ 

Befs, and remembered with delight. But hu'Y 

much- more important is the infiru8:ioll which 

we may derive frem the pof1humous opinions 
o'thor~who, havi~lg been moll: emirteqt:rn dtlr 

OWlJ times for fufterioui- talents and more exteu-:

five knowledge, have formed their 05fervatiou 

.oIl circumfianccs fo timilar to our own, as ,:>uly 
not to be the {arne, yet who fpeak without in

t1.uence [j'on' the little pr~.udites and pai1i~ns, 
a to 
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~.which accid~11t, foUy~. od malevolence rriiy 
have given birth ill the pr·efcf.1t morflell~. 

The late }\;Ir. Burke, in the r:fiimatiol1 of 

thofe who ~'ere mofr capablt; ~f judg,iug, flood 

high, both as a f~lentifick and ~ prJcric:l1 farmer. 

He carried in,to his fidds the f :ne p{cnctrat;ll~;, 

comprehcnlive, auel vigorous mt11d, which {holle 

forth fo .confpicllouOy in all hi3 ocnions on 

t.h:-ilage of public life. \Vhercvcr h,' was, in 
I'hatcvcr he was (ll:~agcd, be was -alike aHiJ:l
flus in collecting )nformatioll, and happy ill 

combinillg, v,'bat he acquired, into general pl'in

ciples. All that the ancients have left us upon 

huibat~dry was f.1miliar to him, and he once en

couraged alJd fet Oil foot a new edition of thore 

valuable writers; but, though he might occa

fionally deriv.e new h~llts even from thofe 

[ources, he preferred the authority of his owa 

ltindto that of H~fiod or Virgil, of Cato or 

Columella. He thought for himfelf upon this, 
as,upGt1 other fubjeCts; and not rejeCti~l~ (ouDd 
reforms of demonfir;1ted errort', he was, how

ever, prin-sipally guidyd by ~he traditian::u;y 1kitl 

and experience of that clafs of men, who, from 

fa'th~.: to fon, ~ have for generations laboured in 

calling forth the fC,rtilitv of the -:Iinglifh f()iJ. 

He 
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He not· only fomld i~t agriculture the mo~ 
a o-reeable. relaxation "'ro'n'1 his more fertous cares, b . 

but he regarded the cultivation of the earth, 
and the in1pro\'em~nt of all \vhich iI produces" 
as a (art oimoral '~nd re1igiousdllty. T~wards 

the cbfe of hi~ l~/e, '~hen he .~d loft the {on, 
ill whom all hIS profpca:s had legg centered, 
after lamenting, in an elegant allufioll to Virgil, 

that the trees, wiJich he had been nurfing for 
fo many years, would now affiwd no ihade-·i:o''tris 
po{tcnty, he was hearJ to correa: himfclf, by 
8,lkling, " Yet be it fo ~ I ought not therefore 
to lSeflow leis attention upon them-they grow 
to Gud." 

Agriculture, and the commerce conneaed 
witil, and oep~nde!lt upon it, form one of the 

moH conileicrable branches ufpolitic<ll CCOllOU1Y; 

and aj [uch, t..1r. Burke diligently fiudied rhem. 

Indeed, whe!l he began to qualify himfdf f<.;r 
the exalted rank which he aftc:rwards held 
WlOng, 1htefmen, he laid a broad' ~n.cI' d~ep 

foundation; and t,o an accurate refcarch into the 
confiitution, the laws, the civil all(1 military 
hifiory of there kingdoms, he joined an eilliggt
ened acquaintance with the w hoJ.e circle CJi our 

~Om{I1erc~a~ fYfiem. On,pis firfi introduCliol\ 
\\ htu 
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0' hel~ a young' mall, to he lAte Mr. Gerar.d Ha-' 
• 

, I 'milton, who was· then a 1t.ord 'of T,ade, the 

Jatt~r illgentlOui1y confelfed to a fiend frill liv- . 

ing, how {j l1fib1y he feI his fown ihferiority, ' 
, . 

much.as be had endeavoured 0 inform himfelf, 

.0- anCi aided as he was by offici I documents, in

acceffibJe t9 c &ny private per [ell. He was alfo 

conCultcd, and the greatefr deference was paid 

to his opinions by Dr. Adam ... Smith, in the pro

.:' g s.:of the celebrated ' work on the Wealth of 

Nations . . 

In Parliament, Mr. Burke v~ry fooll difiin~ c 

guifhed .hirnfelf nn thefe1:opjcks . vVhen the firfi: 

great permanent law for regubting our foreign 

corn~tride was under the eOllfideration of the . .; 

Hpu[e in 1772, he was one of its principal fup-

porters, iu a {peech admired at the time for its 

.excellence, and defcribe~ as abounding with 

tl~-at knowledge in reconomicks, which he was , 
then univerfally allowed to poffers, and illufrrated 

. W}th N1at .philofophical difcrimination, of which . ~ 

.. lle was 10 peculiarly a mafrer. About the fclme 

time, too,. he z ealoufly promoted the repeal of 

the fratllte s agaillfr jo,.ejla!!ers; a meafure 11.0t c 

lig'ht lr and ha fiily propofed oradopted in the liberal 

impulie of an unguarded momeut, bUat the refult 

• • .of , 
a - o 
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: o( vari~us ·invefiigat~ns· made" by the Boafe, or 
, in . diffe'r~ht committe~, during fix years of 

fcarcity an.d high pri.ces; a meafure which, al- Ai 

th6ug? two Bills f a contrary telideo'cj had 

forme'r.ly b~en intI': duc~d and lofi, fo approved 

itfelf, at lei1gth, t the reafon 0 all" that· it waS' - . 
ordered to be brought in, without a fingle dif-

.. fentient ~roice'. Yet, tbo~gh fuch was his earty 

pre-emrnence in thefe pur(uits, to the lafr ho 

of his life, as his fame fpread wider and, wider 

over Europe, , he availed himfdf of the ad

vantage which t~is a.fforded him, to eularge the 
-fphere of his enquiries into th e {tate of ,other 

countries, that ,he might benefit his own. The 

confequellce of all was, he every day became 

mpre firm ly convinced, that the Ulirefirained 

, freedom of buying and felling is- tDe great alll
mating principle ,of produCtion alld · f~ppJy. 

The prefent publication records Mr. Bl1l'keY
& 

. moft mature refleCtions on thefe illtere(ling -fub: 

jects; th-e more valuable, becau(e the fentiments 

which he delivered~on the occafions 'alreaJy men

tioned, have not been preferved to us, either by 

'l'iimfelf or by others. He was ~larmed by the 

appearance , o~ the crop in 1795, ev~n before the 

harvefi. Itl the autumn of th at year, when the • • 
• . ' . prod uce . 

• • 



l ' vm CJ • oduce of the hMvefi be~n to be kno~I' , ttie • 

alarm b~came general. 'N" ariolls projects; as in 
fuch cafes will al ways happen, were offered to 
Governmeht; and, ill his dp lion, feem d to b~ 
received with too much c0ntplaifance. Under 

is imf:>rem~n, nxious as he ,ever was , even ~Il 
'his retiremel1t, and in the mid fl: of hi5 own 

private affl iction, fur the publick fafety and p:-of- ~ 

rity, heimmediatelyaddrdfed toMr. P Itt a Me
morial, which is the ground-work of the follo w

ing tract. Afterwards, confidering t he imp~rt-
. ance of the m'an er, and fearing a long cyc;le of 
fcarcity to come, he intended to have oi lated th~ 
feveral branches of the argument, and to have 
moulded his" 'rhoughts and D etails" into a more 
popular {hape. This he pUf pofeq to have done in a 
feries of letters on rural reconomicks, infcribed to 
his friend Mr. Arthur Young. It may be remem
bered, that he eveI? announced this defign in an 
advertifement. But his atten~ion was irrefifiibly 
called an<;>ther way. His whole mi nd .was. en
gro(fe~ by the change of policy which ifcov,er
ed itfelf in our councils at t hat period, when 
forgetting the manly arts,. by wh ich alone great 
ftations have eyer extrica.te.d themfelves fro m
momentous and doubtful conflids, we deicend- . 

c: ed, againfi the rembnlhances of OUf :llies~ to the 
Q Q GI untary . 

• 
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.vohintary and unnece{fari humil.iatlon of [olicit

.ing a peace; which, W-l nis judgment, the ani .. 

mofity of our ii11olcl1t )el~my was not then dif

poted to g ram, aud which,. if offered, w~ could 

.not then hav e acc~ p; ~d; without the ce'rtai~llY.of . 

incurrin g .dangers IT uch more formidable than 

any thauh reatened us from the p traaion·of the 

war. He ha l1:ened to raife and r;-infpirit the 

prol1:rate geni t)s of .his country. In a great mea

[ure he fu cceeded, and w as frill employed in the 

pimfs .office, w he l~ Divine Providence took him 

t o receive th e reward of thofe, who devote them

"l~e& to t he cau {~ of virtue and religion. After .' 

h is decea le, t wo o r three detached fragments only 

of the firfr lett er to Mr. Young were found ·· 

amon g hi s p::1 pe:rs. Thefe could not he printed 

in that imperfea {late, and rh7 [eemed too 

precious to be VI' holly thrown afJde. They 

have been iu fe rt ed, therefore, in the l\1emorial, 

where they fcemed be ll: to cohere. The tidl: aIld . 

la rgefi: of the fe inte rpolations reaches from the 

middle of t ile fi xth to the bottom of. the x.8th . . . . . 
page ; the ~. cond commences near the bottom. 

of th e 1.0tb, and ehds a l ittle belo w .th~ middl.e 

,of the 24th; and the lail, occupying about 

three .pages and a half, f(., ms thc prefent COll~ 
1 r. -C.U11011 , • 

• • • b The 
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The Memorial had been fairly copied, but did 

not appear ,to ha e bee'n e«amined or correCted, 

as fome triHing errors·of the tranfcriber were 

perceptible in it. The manufcript ~f the frag-
'mel s wa's a rough draft fro the Authour's OWll 

hand, much blotted and ve 7 confufed. It bas 
. ee'n (oJlow ~d with as much fidelity as was pof

fible, afte ; cOllfulting thofe who we're moft 

accullomed to Mr. Burke's manner of writing. 

wo or three chafms'in the grammar and feufe, 

from the cafual orniffion of two or three unim.

portant words at ( difiance, have been fuppli d 
by conjeCt Ul~e. The principal alteratioa hf-'ii 

been the necdrarj change of the fecond for 

the third perron, and the confeql.1ent fuppreffioH 
of tbe c roman form of affeCt ionate addre[s, 

where 1\1r. Young is named. That gentleman 

alone can ba.ve reafc)[1 to complain of this liberty, 

inafmllch a~ It may fe ern to have depriv~d him 

of that, which ,in fome fort was his property~ 

and whiCh no man would have known b,etter 

pow to vahle. But, it is hoped, h,e will par~oq 

'it, firice in ~h~s manner alone ~hefe. g(Jidf1J frag
ments (to borrow a fa yOU rite phrafe of c~i tics 
and co~menta~ors) c~uld have been ~nade, as, 

he were d~iigned to be, of.ge~leral utility. To 

the reader no apology i~ due, if tb di[quifit~on~ 

• 'thus intef\vov~n ~ay f~erp ~ li,~t.l.editp'ropo~-· 
Gl tioned, 

t . 
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tioned to the fummary,efratemenfS of the ori

ginal Memorial. Tbeir ow'n intrinfi~ worth 

and beauty will be an · ample compenfation foe 

that flight· deform~ty; tholJgh 'perh:ps in fuch • 
a compoi1tion, . as 'this profefTes to be (aftd the 

title is Mr. Burk 'sown) not 'ng of the kind 

could have been fairly regarded as.an i;regular 

excrefcence, had it been placed by himfelf" 
w here it now frands. 

The ~vlemorial; . which was indeed communi

li¥1ted Ito feveral members of the King's Govern-

-merit, was believed at the time to have been not 

wholly unproductive of good. The enquiry, 

which had been actually begun, into the quan

tity of corn in hand, was filently dropped. The 

fcheme oC public granaries, if it ever exifred, ' 
was abandoned. In Parliamen t the Minifrcrs 

maintail}ed a prudent and dignified forbearance; 

and repreffed in o~hers, or where they could not 
entirely controul, interpofed to moderate and 

d~ve rt, that refrlefs ,fpi rit of legiflation, which.is 
an evil that fee-ms. to grow up, as the vehemence 

of party-contention abates. The cenfifien'cy 

and 'good fenfe of the Commo.l1s defeated an at

tempt, which was made towards ~he clore ci t~e 
. feffion, to ,revive againfi f<?refiallers' of one par

, , ~icul~, ~efc riptio l~ fome portion of t.1-te explode ' 
laws. ' • . . • , 

• • ,. 



[ xu 1 
Lafi year, ~ the appY:oach of our prefent dif

treffes, the fame e~cellent tetnper of m' 1d feem

ed to preva il in Government, ill Parliament, 

and among, the people. Th1/ was no propofal 
~ of.t'aktng fiock, 110 {peculation. f creating a new 

ablilhmellt <{ royal purv y~urs to provide llS 

with our d:z try dole of bread. The corn mer- 
chants were early affured that they lhould not 

again have to contend with th e competition of 

11 TreaftFY , in the foreign market. A Com
mittee of the Haufe of Commons ventured to 

diffuade the fioppiu g of the difiiIleries, in a reportG" 

very clofely coinciding with the rea rOlling of'> 
Mr. Burke. Little or no popular declamation 

was heard on the miferies of " th e laboul ing 
poor ;" not a fingle petition was prefented, or 
motion made, againll forefiallers . The leaft 

( objeCtionable ' of the experiments fuggefied, to 
encreafe the fupply 'or ldfen the confum ptioll, 
were adopted. It is hardly worthy of mention, 

.as an exception, that a Parliamentary charter 

was granted to a company of very wor hyall 
well-meaning perfons, who on the notion 
of a comb\nation (\V hich, by the W1Y, they to
tally failed in proving) among the trades that 
{up 'J' the cap'tal with bread, opened a fubfcrip-

"tion for undertaking to furnifh nearly one-tenth 

of the cot~futpptioll. They were ,cont n' ed to 

do 
r 
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do this with limited profits, merely as humane 

badCTers and jobbers~ c~aritabie millers, fenti

mental mealmen , and philallthropick bakers. But 

difirufiing i little t eir own fufficiency for their 

new bufinefs, they naturally defired to be- ei
empted from the operation of the nkrupt laws; 

, and t heir bill was carried by a veT"), fmall ma
jority, conufiing of partners in the firm. All 
this while, under trials much more fevere than 

ill the former dearth, the inferiour claffes di -

played a patience and refignatioll, only to be 

eq1Jalled by the ala,crity al:d zeal, which the 
?figher and middle orders every where manifell:

~ed, to relieve the neceffities of their poorer neigh

boms in every praB:icable mode. 

The , prefpnt is a [cafon of ferment and riot. 

, The old cry againfi forefiallers has. been raifed 

again with more violen~e than , ever. It ho 
been a~judged, for the firfi time, it is prefu'med, 

llnce ,tbe ,repe>aling aB: of 1772, that they are 
fiill liable to be puni!hcd by the common law,. 

• • 
with fine and imprifonment at leafi, if not with 

whipping and the pillory, according to .the' l1o

!ion which the judge may entertain of their crime . 
• 

The ~nterpreters of the la'" mull: 

• 

pound !!, according , to their confcientious judg~ _ 

mellG, IS,it is; allti the doB:riue is nQt quite 
• 

• 
, 
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new. It has t certainly~been 1uggefied iu grave 

books {ince the repeal. Yet men 0 f<5be r minds 

., have doubted, and will dou 't, whether in the 

wEole code of cufioms an~ ulclges; derived to 
'us from our ancefiors, there can be found any 

one part 10 ra 'cally inapplic~ ble to the prefent 
fiate of theoc"ountry, as their T 'ade law; which', 

£orme'd before commerce can be !aid to have 

exified, on mixed confiderat lOlls , of police for 

e prevention of th eft and rapii e, and of pro

tection to the intereft of the L ord in ' the rights 

. of toll and ftallage, permitted no. tranfaB:ion (.)f 
bargain and fale in any kind of commorlity ~ blfc 
openly at a market, or a fair, and more anc iently 

ftill, with the addition of witI1eifes alfo before the 

magiftrate, or the prieft; which knew of no com 

mercial principle, but that of puttillg, in every 

inftance , the' grower, the maker , or the im porter, 

native and foreigher alike, at the mercy of th e 

con1umer, and for that purpofe prohibi ted every 

...intermediate profit, and every praB:ice by act , 

by word, or by writing, that could en~ance the 
price; by which, if the dragging of the mould
ering r~cords into day be not a mere robbery of 

6he moths and worms, fhould a gentleman en .. 

co£trage fifh~men, brewers, and bake~s to' fettle 

on his efiate, it may be pronounced . afo,rejlal
lage of "the next town, allB a filk

o

, on rcll1mr, 
G ' c fhould 
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1hould he an, too fit cl1 for. his raw and organ .. ~~ . I . ~ 

zine ( the unfortunat; Lombatd in the affize .. 
, . 
book only aiked, he d'd ' lOt get it from the poor 
jilke'U.J fmen) .rnay be punifhed by. a. heavy fine, 
wh ich cannot !lOW e partially in forte agail,Ut 
one fet of dea lers, and ,abrogated by difufe ~ith 
regard to all o'the rs; and whi'ch, i generally ap'
plied for a fin gle term or circuit, ·~ithout the 
interpofition of that wifdom of Parliament, over 
which t his re[o.r:t to the common law is by fotp~ 
reg:1rded as a tri um ph, would more . effectually. 
~!og , difirefs, and ru in our foreign and dome(l:ic 

: omr:nerce in all its branches, th,an a confederacy 
of the whole world againfi us in many years. 

, 
Be the late conviCl:ions, however, what they 

may, in lega l merits; their praB-ical effeB-,s have 
b~en much to be deplored. G-rofs minds diJ10rted 
th em illto authori t ies t9 prove, that there was 
plenty in the land, and tb at the arts of greedy 
and unfeeling men alone intercepted the boutlty 
of Pr9videJ1Ce. Meetings were c~ll ed; non-COll

furnptiot' agreements were figned, to fix ~ com
pulfory price; all~ afrQciations were formed, 
chiefly in cities and great towns, to profecute 
-thofe, without :w hom cit'e s and great to"" os ca~ 

• 

never he regularly fed. There i;; trtlO weak,- no 
\Vi~-J';lO ~ iol~nt p.rojeCt, which did not fi[)d __ 

~ounte~a~ce ill f0me q~artir or othr.J"o Tbe 
• ' . fall 



[ XVI ] 

faU 'of the m~rket imt1lediafely after ' the harveft, 

and the fubfequent rife, tough the .,natural ef

feels of obvious caufes, ·encreafed the pu blic agi

tation; and the multitude began to tpurfue their 

ufuaJ courfe of providing in~the fhortd1: way for 
their infiant wants, or ofterrifying,o r punifhing 

tho(e, whol'r! t ley bad beefl taugh t to confider as 
their oppreffors; uncon (ClO US or uncollcerned, 

,that they were thu s only preparing for rhem
fel ves a tenfold aggravat ion of their own future 

fufferings. The eyes of all were now turn ed to.;. 

wards Parliament, not for a train of judicio\}s 
meafures, which, jf it be poflible, may hereaft~ 
again equalize th e produC1:ion with the con
fumption of the country, but for an immediate 

fupply; as if the omnipotence of Pa rliament 

could r~ftore a fillgle grain that has been injured 

by the moll: contemptible in feel. 

At fuch a junelure, however unfavourable it 
may be to the popularity of this little traCt, the 

publication of it was felt to be a Gl1'ty. ' He who 

wrote,it, ev er fet that cOllfideration before him 
as the firft motiv e of all his ;felionc;. While he . , 

lived, he never ('cafed, publickly and privately,. 
Qo warn his coun t, y and her rulers, agairrfi every 

danger whicfl his \.\i!aom foreraw. He now 

giv,es to her and them, th}s folemrl ws::.!}ing 

from hi~ grave. c 
. ( THOUGf-lTS · 

c< 
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SCARCITy; .. .. 

, "·0'" " '··F all thiugs, a~ indir~reet tampering with tile 
. trade of provdions IS the mon. dangerous, 
and .it is ,aiways worft in .the tIme w~len men 
~re m6ft difpofed to it :- tbai: is, in the time of 
r~!rc i (y . 'Becau[e there is n'othing on which lhe 
pcilllons of-men are fo violent, and thei~ judgment 
fowe~k, and on ,w hich there exills fuch a t11ultitude 

. bf ill-founded popular prejud.ices: 

The gr'.!at ule of GO"ierr1ment is as a telli-;int ; and 
there i ~l1o tefti'aint which itought to put upon others, 
and upon itfelf tdo, rather tnan which is ilnp?(e<?l on 
,the fury offpeculating under circumftances ofi rri· 

• tation. - The number of idle rales fpreadabout bl 
the indufhy -of faction, . and by the.zeal of. foQliili 

A good-

,. ~. • 
• • 

• • • '. 

• 
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good-intentio~, and gre~dily devoured by the rna· 
lignant credulity of mank~nd~ tends in ' nitely to ag

gravate prejudices, which, in themfelves 1 ate more 
than fuffi~iently {hong. 'In hat ftateO of aff<lirs, 

ana of the publick with relation to them, the firft 

thing that Gov6 rnment owes to LIS, the people, is 
informatiofz; the next is timely coercion :- :he on~ 

to guide our judgment; the other to regulate our 

tempers. 

--To provide for us in our neceffities is not in the 
power of Government. I t would be a vai n pre

fumption in ftarefmen to think they can do it.' . .. 
The people maintain them, and not they tho 

people. It i! in the power of Government to 

prevent much evil; it can do very little pofitive 
good in tbis, or perhaps in any thing elfe. It is 

not only fa of the ftate and fiatefman, bUt of all 

the claifes and defcri peions of the Ricb-they a:re 

the penfioners of the poor, and are maintained by 

their fuperfluity. They a:-e under an abfolute-, 
heieditary, and indefeafible dependance on thofe 

w'ho labom, and are mi[c:llled the Poor~ 

The labouring people are only poor, becaufe 

they are numerous. Numbers in their natUre im

Iy pover:y. In a fair di·firibLltion among a vall: 

mvJtitude, n · e can have much" That c1afs of de'

l'enoont pepfioners called the rich,. is [0 extremely 
" c· ~ 
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fmall, that if all their thro~ts were cut, and a diftri .. 

bution made of all - they confume in a year, it 
would not give a bit pf~read ~nd cheefe for one 

night's fupt>er to thpfe who labour~ ami who in 

reality feed both the' peniioners and (hen;felve~. -

But the throats of the rich o'ught ~ot to be cut, 

nor their magazines plundered; becallfe, ill their 

perfons th ey are truftees for thofe who labour, and 

their hoards are the banking-houfes of thefe latter. 

Whether they mean it or nor, they do, in effect, 

execute their truft-fome with more, fame with 

']efs fidelity and judgment. Bu t on the whole, the 

Cluty is performed, and every thing returns, de

ducting fome very trifling commiffiol1 and dif

count, to the pllce from whence it arofe. When 

the poor rife to deft roy the rich. they act as wifely 

far their own purpafes as when they burn mills, 

and throw corn into the river, to m~ke bread cheap. 

When I fay, that we of the people ought to be 
informed, inclufively I fay, we ought not to be. 

flattered: flattery is th e reverfe of inftruction. 
The polit· in that cafe would be rendered as impro

vident as the rich, ~' hich would not be at nIl good 

for them. 

Nothing can be [0 bafc aod fo jlicked as e 

political caoting language, "The Labou~ing , 

, " • A 2 Poor." 
• • ' . • 

• '. 
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• POQrP Let com~mori be (hewn in aCtion, th~ 

more the better, according 0 every mati's ability, 
o , 

but let there be no lamentation of thjr condition. 

It is no r~lief 'to their mirera~Je circurMlan'ces ~ it 

S ooly an i~rult to their miferabJe underfi:andings. 

It arifes froril '\ total want of charity, or a total want 

of thought , . Want of one kind was :lever relieved 

by want ~f' any orl~er kind. Patience, labollT, [0-

~riety, frugality, and religion, (bOL1ld be recom

mended to them; all the reft is downright fraud. 
~ It is horrible to call them "The once htt/'PY la

'P0urec" 

Whether what may be c:tlled the moral or phi

lofophical happinefs of the laborio1Js clalfes :s in

creafed or not, I cannot fay. The feat of thaJ 

fpecies of happinefs is in the mind; and there 

are fe,:v data to a[cerrain the cOI~parative ftate of 

tbe mind at any two periods . Pbilofopbical hap-. , 
pinefs is to want li t tle. Civil or vulga ~ ~appinef5 

. is 0 want much, and to enjoy much. 

If the happinefs of the animal man (which cer

tainly goes fomewbere towar{']s the h:tp pin (s of t5~ 

rational man) b~ the obj ect ofpu( eftimate, ~hen I 
alfert, wi thout the Ie ail: h e(1 \ati on, that the condi-

, ' I 

tion of thole who labour (in ~\l defcriptions '.)f la- ' 

~ur, and ia all gradations of labour, frorl1 th ~ 
pighefi to the loweft iQclufiyely) is on the whole ex
• t ' ' c tremeiy 

o ".JI ) 

c 

{ . l.' \ 



( . 5 ) 

lremely meliorated, if mote and bel er food is al\ 
fta odard (Jf meliorati~n. T hey work more, it is 
certa in; but they have tl~e advantage of their aug
mep u'd la ur; ytt whether that increafe ofl abour • • be on the whole a good or an evil, is a con(jder~t~ 
~hat would lead us a great way , ao.d is not for my 
prefe Cl t pwpo[e. But as to he faa: of [~e mel io:. 
ration of their d iet, I filUH enter into the detail of 
proof whenever I am cailed upon: in the mean 
1ime, the know n dl~culry of cOQtent ing therD: witll 
any thing bqt br~ad made of the findl: flom, an 
~eat of the firft qual ity, is proof fuffic!e nr. 

I further aIfert, th~t even ~nder all the hard
{hips of the l a~ year, the labouring people di .' 
~i ther out of their direCt gains, or from charity. 
(which i~ feems is now an infult to them) in faCt~ 
fare better than they did, 10 fe afans of commo~ 
plenty, 50 or 60 yea rs ago; or ~ven ~t the perioq 
9f my Englin) obft rv.1 ti on, which is aboll t 44 years. 
I even affe rt, that full as m.lny in dp t clafs, as 
ever were known to do it before, continued to 

Cave money; and this I can, prove , [0 far as mr 
~.wn information and experience extend. . 

• 
. It is not true that the rate of wages has not eo· 

• ·~r"<!a fed with the nominal price of provifio,!s. 1 ai. 
low it has not fluctu ated with that ice, nor m he 
t; and the Squires of Norfolk had dined, whet} 

' . • • th~y • • 
• • • .. 
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they gave it a their opi lon, that it might or eught 

to riCe and fall with the marl&t of pro:vi(i~ns. T ,he 

rate of wages in trlllh has no direct relation to that 

price. Labour is a commodity like €f!ve:ry other, 
. • cl..riCes or hils according to the demand. This 

is in the nature of tbings; however, the nJture of 

things has provided for their neceffiti es. Wages 

have been twiGe raired in my time, and they bear a 
full proportion, or even a greater than former ly, to 

tbe medium of provifion during the lafr bad cycle 

~of twenty years. They bear a full proportion to 

the reCuIt of their labour. 1f we were wildly to 

attempt to force theen beyond it, tbe frone whicIT 

we had forced up the hill would only fall bnc~ 

upon them in a diminin1ed demand, or, wbat in

deed is the far leffer evil, an aggravated price of :ill 
the proviGons, which are the reruIt of their manual 

toil. 

There is an implied contract, much frronger 

than any infrmment or article of agreemem, be

tween the labourer in any occupation and his em

ployer-that the labour, [0 far as that labour )s 

concerned, {hall be fufficient to pay to Kle enf

player a profit on his capital, a.:.nd a compenfation 
for his ri1k; in a word, that tbe labour Ulall pro

duce an advant3 ge equal to the payment. ~lhat- , 

,~r is abov ' that, is a direct. tax; and if the 

amount 

o (.. 
( 

l (' 



( 7 ) .' , 
:.unount of that tax be. left to the will arid ' pleafure 

o! another: it is an arbilr~y lax • 

• If I underftand it t ightly, the ' tax p~opofed on 

the fatming intereft of this' kingdom, is to be"'le

vied at what is called the difcretion- of juftices of 

peace. • 

The quefiions ariiing on this [cherne of arbi" 

trary taxation are thefe-Whether it ' is berter to 

leave all de:ding, in which there is no force or 

~raud, col1\liion or combination, entir Iy to the 

~er[ons mutually concerned in the matter con

traCted for; or to put the 'contratl: into the hands 

of tbofe, who can have none, or a very remote in

tere[\: in it, and little or no knowledge of the [uD
jecL 

It might be imagined tbat there would be very 

l ittle difficulty in [olving this ql1efiion; for what 

man, of any degree of refleCtion; can think, that a 

want of interdl: in any [ubjeCt clofely conneCted with 

a ~ant of ikill in it, qualifies a perfon to intermeddle 

in any , l~e leal1 affair; much lefs in affairs that vi. 

tally concern the ag'riculture of the kingdom, the 

firft of all it's concerns, and the foundarion of an 
. it's profperity in every other matter, by which that . 

profperity is produced? • 

• . . 
• The • • • • 

• • • 
• 
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The vt1tga~ ~rror on ' this fubJ~a ar:fes £-rofu a to:' . 
tal confl1fion in the vr:ry idea of thiog~ ~idely dif:;. 
ferent in themfelves ; ......... rho(e of convention, and 

thofe of jl)dicature. When cooltraaQis making, 

It t~a matt~r of difcretion and of intereft between 

the parties. that intercourfe, and in what is t6 

afife fron'l iet, the patties are the matters. If tbey 

are not completely fa, they are not free, and there

fore their contracts are void. 

But this freedom has no farther extent, when the 

contract is made; then their difcretionary powers 

expire, and a new order of things takes it's brigin~ 

Then, ( and , not till ~b~n, and on a difference be' .. 

tween the parries, the office of the judge com
mences. He cannot dictate the contract., It is 
his bufinefs to fee that it be enforced; provtded 

that it is not ~ontrary to pre-.exilting laws, or ob
tained by force or fraud. If he is in any way a 

-maker or regulator of the contract) in fo much he 

is difquali~ed from being ajudge. But this fort of 
confufed diftribution of adminiftrative and judicial 

characters, (of which we have ,already as much as 

js [ufficient, and a little more) is not the bnly pet

J?lexity of notions and paffion~which trouble us in 
the prefent hour. \ 

~ What is &ing, fuppofes . 1: pretends that the far..; 

mer 
o 

c 
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mer and the labourer have oppofite interefts;-;that 

• • th farm~t' opprelfes the labourer; and that a gen-• tleman called a juftite of peace, is the protector of 
the latter, ea'nd a cOitrot}l and reftraint on the for

m'er; and this is a point I Winl to exami~e....j a 

mann'er a good dC:ll different fro~ that in which 

gentlemen proceed, who confide more in their abi-
• 

l iri'es than i'o5 'fit, and fuppore them capable of more 

than any natural abilities, fed with no other th,an 

the provender furnin1ed by their own private [pe

culations, can accomplirh. Legiflarive aas, at~ 
tempting [0 regulate this part of <Economy, do, at 

leafi, :;is much as any other, "eqnire the exaaell: de
tail of ci rcumftances, guided by the [urell: general -

principles that are neceffary to direct experiment 

and enquiry, in order again fro~ thofe details to 

elicit principles, firm and iumin011s general prin. 

ciples, to direct a practical legiilative proceeding. 

Firft, then, I deny that it is in this cafe, as in 

any ot 1er of n.eceffary implication, that contracting 

parties ·01011ld originally have had different inte

refts. By accident it may be fo undoubtedly at the 

~utfet ;' but then the contract is of the nature of a 

compromife; andecompromife is founded on cir

cumftances tbat [uppofe it the intereft of the par

ties to be reconciled in fome medium. The prin

ciple of compmmife adoptd, of c®fequence..oe 

- interefh ceafe to be different . 
• B ~ut e . • 

• • 
• • 

• 
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ut in the c~fe' of the armer and the iabourel', 
ir imerefts are always the arne, and it" is abfo'

lutely imp0ffible that their free coni racts can be' 
onerous- to either partYr It is the il-ter ili of the 
f; r.r, that his w0rk (bould be done with effect 
and cderiry: a~d that. cannot be, unlefs the la- . 

Ufer is well fed., (,l,{ld: otherwife f<mnd, wi! h fuch. 
ce1Taries of. animal life, according [0 it's habi

tudes, as may ke~p the body in full force, and the 
mind gay and cbeerful~ For of all the inihuments. 

- of his trade, the labour of man (what the ancient 
writers have called the iI!lh'umenlum vocale) is that 
on which he is moO: to rely f0r the re:. payment of 
hss capital. The other two, the !emivocale in the' 
ancient claffification, that is, the working frock of 
cattle, and (,he il1flrumenlum mitl1lm, fuch _as carts, 
plougbs, fpades, and fa for.th', though not all in
eonfiqerable In' themfelves, are very much illferiou r. 
in utility or in expenee;. and. without a· given por
tion. of the fifft, are nothing at aJl. FOli ill, all 
things whatever,. the mind is the n10ft valuable 
and the Ol Ofl: important;. and in thi s [cale th<! whole 
of agrieuhqr" is in. a n.:u:llIral and jult order; the' 
bean. is as-an informing principle to the ploU'~h and, 
eart .. the labour,ec is as rearon ~ d1e beafi:;, and 
the farmer is:1$ a thinking and preGding principle ' 

the labourer. An attempt to break t.!lis ch:tin 
of ubordinatiGn in any p:ut is equally abfurd ; 
but the abfurdity is the moil: rrii[chievous in prlc-

l 
o 0 c tical 

l 0 

>. 
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iicai operation, where it is the moft eafy, that is, 
where it rs the mo~ (\,1blect to an erroneo.us judg .. 
-memo 

• , 
It is plainly more the farmer's intereft tha: IS • 

men fhouJd thrive, -than -thaI his lll.rfes fhould be 

. weli fed, fleek, plump, and fit for ufe,.or tban that 
• 

his waggon :lOd ploughs 010uld be ,ftrong, in good 
repair, and fit for fe r vic~. 

On the other hand, if the farmer ('eafes to profit 
of the lab0urer., and tbat his capital is not continu
ally manured and fructified, it is impoffible that 
de 010uld continue that abundarn nutriment, and 
cloathing, and lod ging, proper for ~he protc:tt,io[) 
.of tbe inftrllments he employs. 

It is therefore tl~e firft and fundamental intereft 
of the l..tbourer, that the f:~Tmet fhouJd have a full 
~ncQming profit on lhe product of his lab.JUr. The 
propofition is rel.f.evi d en(~ and nothing but the ma • 
. jignity, ptrverfenefs, and ill-governed paffiqns of 
mankind, and panicularly the envy they bear to 
;ach ot~er"'s profperity , could prevent their feei ng 
and acknowleuging it, with tbanHulnefs to tbe be
nign and wife ' difpofer of a,ll things, who obliges 
men , whether they will or not, in purfuing their 

. own ftlfi(h inreretTs, to connca the -ge.neral· go~ 

w.4h th~ir owp \f\dividual fuccefs. 
• • • • B 2. 

• Uut 
• • • 

• 
\ 
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• 
But who nre to j udge what that profit and ad~ 

vantage ought to be? ce rain Iy no autlro.rity on 
earth. It is a matter of convention dictated by 
the reciprocal conveniences 0 the parri ~s, and in-

e by' their reciprocal neceffities.-. But, if the 
farmer is excaffively avaric ious ?-why fo much 
the better-the mor.e he ddires to .i ncrea[e his 

c 

gains, the more inte.rdted is he in the good condi-
tion of thofe, lIpon whore labour his gai ns muft 

_ principally depend·~ 

I null be told by tbe zealots of the rea of re
gulation, th :lt this ma'y be' true, and may be rafely . . 
comn)1tted to the convention of the farmer 'and the 
labourer, when the latter is in the prime of his 
youth, and at the time of his health and vigour, 
and in ordinary times of abundance. But in ca!a-

, misous [ealons, uoder accidental illnefs, in declin-
. I 

jng life, and with the prefiu re of a numerous otf-
fpring, the future nourin1ers of the cOJ;-l1munity but 
the prefent drains and blooq -fu ck~rs of thofe who , 
produce them, what IS to b~ cl9oe? WheJ,\ a man 
cannot Jive an? mainrai n bis fami ly by the natural 

, hi re of hi,s labour, <?ught it n,o[ [0 be rl:if~8 by a~-
thority? to 

On this head J I;11ufI: be allow~d to fubm;r1. what 
n:~ opinion§!> have ever been 1 and fomewh:J. t at . . ~ ' . ., ~ 

large. 
c. 

, Q 
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And, fira, I premife th~t labour i~, as I have al. 

ready in t;mateo, a, cdtnmodity, .and as fuch, an ar

tide of trad e. If I am 'i~ht ' in this not ion, then 

labour mlffi:. be [L1b~B: to all the laws and princi

ples ofrrade,and not to regulations foreign to t~ 

and that may be totally inconfiftent with thofe prin

ciples ano thofe laws. When any ~ommpdity i 
carried to ~a~ket, it is not the nel!effity of the 

vender~ but the neceffity of the purchafer that 

raifes the price. The extreme want of the feller 

has rather (by the nl~u. re of things with which we 

111all in vain cOlltend) the direCl contrary opera- ' 

tion. If the goods at market are beyond the de

p1an~ , tbey fall in their value; if below it, they 

rife. 'Ibl! im poffibility of the fubfiften ce of a man, 

who carri~s his labour to a market, is totally .befide 

~he queftion in this way of viewing it. The only 

quefli on is, what is it worth to the buyer? 

Bur if amhoriry comes in and forces the buyer 

to a price, who is this in the cafe (f~y) of a far. 

mer, who buys the labour of ten or twelve labour. 

ing men, and three or four handycrafrs, what is it, 

• but )0 make an a~bitrary divifion of his property 

~q1~)D.g them? • 

T~1 \! whole of h is gains, I fay it with the moa 

certain ~onvittion, neve do a~l1nt any ~in~ 

~ike in v,ilue to what he pays to his laboul'ers and 

• arriffcers; 

• • 
• • 

• 
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attificers; fo that a 'ery fmall advance upon what 
~tlt man pays to many, Q1ay abforb the ~whole of 

what he poifeRes, and amount to an aC\:pal parti. 

tion of all his fubftance amorw; them. £. A perfect: 

, -cq~Jity will indeed be produced ;-that is to fay, 

equal want, eHual wretchednefs, equa.l beggary, 

~nd on the part of the partitioners, a woeful, help
lefs, and de-fperace difappointment. Such is the 

• -event of all.compulfory equalizations. They puli 

<lown what is above. They never raife ... vbat is be

low: and they deprefs high and low together be ~ 

neath (he level of what w s originally the lowe'fl:. 

If. a commodity- is raifed by authority above " 
!What it will yield wit a profit to, the buyer, that 

oommodity will be the lefs- dealt in. If a fecond 

blunueriRg interpofiti(m be ufed to correa th 

blunder of the tirft, and an attempt is made to 

force the purcha(e,of the commodity (of labour for 

inftan~e), the one of there two things , muft hap. 

pen, either tbat .the forced bllyer is ruined, or the 

price of .(he. product of tne Jabour, in that propor

(ion., is raired. Th t.n the wheel turns round, and 

the ~vil c'omplained of fall-s with ,aggravated tvei ght ' 

<on the compbinanr. The price cof corn, which i-s 
the refult of -the eXPellee of all the o /erations of 

l1l1!bandry, taken (ogc~her, and for forne lime con

tlO d, will ri~ on lhe laboUl er, eonfidered as a 

lCon[umer. The v~ry b~~ will.1?e, that: he remains 

~l~w~ 

. ) 
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wt1ere he was. But if the price of tb~ c'orn ' ('hoorci ' 
not compebfate the pri~e of labour, what is far more 

• 
to be feared; the mofi:.ferious evil, the very deftruc-

tion of agrlt:ulture it¥:lf,. i.s to be apprehended. 

Nothing rs fuch an enemy' to aC(twr~cy of judg
Fnent as a,. coarfe ditcrirnination; a want of fuell. 

claffification and diftributioll as the fllbjeCl: admits 

of. Encreafe the rate of wages to the labourer,. 
lay the I:egulators-as if lab~Rlr was but one thing 

and of one value. But this very broad generic 

term, labou1', aclmits, at leaft, of two or three fpe

(>ific defcriptions: and thefe will ftlffi<:e, at leaft,. 

o let gentlemen difcern a. little the neceffity of 
proceedi'ng with- caution in their coercive guidance 

of thofe whofe exiftenee depends upon the obfer
, vance of fiiH nrcer diftinCti.ons and fub-divifions,. . 

1!han commoniy they refan to ill far-ming tf1eiE 

judgments on this v.ery enlarged part of economy. 

The hb0urers in bufbandry may be di-vi-dec!:. 

1 ft. into tbo[e who are able to perform the full wor'ki 

of a man;- that is, what can be done by a perfon 

tfOln t~~ntY-.one years of age ,to fifty. I know no 

bu{bandry work (mowing hardly excepted) that is 

Rot equally within the power of all perfans within 

thofe ages, the more advanced fully compenfating _ 

by knack and ha~it what they lore in :rlivity. U 

C),l>l.cllionabIY, there, is a good deal of differeQce 

• 

• 

- ' . 
• 

betw n 
• 

• 
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• tween the value of one man's labour and that of 

;nother, from ftrength, d~xterity,.and hoflel1. appli~ 
cation. But 1 am quite fure, .from my befr obrerva
tion, that any given five melt will, in ~tl: eir total; 

:dfbr·d a proporcion of labour equal to any other five 

witbin the peri~ds oflife I have ftated; that is, tbat 
a01 ng fuch fi,"e men there will be one poftdIing 

.r. 
all the ql1ahfications of a good workman, one bad, 
and the other three middling, and approximating 

to the firft and the la,fr .. So that in fo (mall a 

platoon as that of even five, you will find the full 
complement of all tbat five men can earn. Taking 
five and five throughout the kingdom, they are \ 

. .: 
equal; therefore, an error with regard to the equa- · 

lizltion of their wages by thofe who employ five, 
as farmers do at the very lean, cannot be conti. 

derable. 

\ 

·.zdly. Thofe who are able to work, but not the 

complde talk of a day-1abourer. This clafs is in
'finitely diverGfied, but will ap ly enough fall into 
principal-diviGons. Men, from the decline, which 

after fifty becomes · every year more fenfible, to 
the period of debility and ' decrepitude, ahdthe~ 
maladies that precede a final diifolution. W .J,mm, 
whOle employmet=lt on hufuandry is bur oecaGonal, 

£lnd who differ more in effective labour one from 
al'f,jther than tmen do; on a",count of e,eftation, ' 

'l " 

nurfing, and domeftic management, over and above 
~ a 

~ o ' the 
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the dlfferooce they ha e in common with men in 

advancing, in ftatio~arY: ,and 1n declining life. 

Children, WflO proceei on the reverfe order, grow

ing from lefs to greater utility , but with a. '11 . 
greater difproportion of nutriment to labour than 

is found in the 'fecond of thefe fub-divifions; as is 

vifible to thofe who will g,ive themfelv~ the trou

ble of examining into the interior economy of a 
poor-houfe. 

_ This ,inferior claffificarion is introduced to Chew, 

that laws prefcribing, or magiftrates exerciti'og, a. 
ry ftiff, and often inapplicable rule, or a blind 

and raGl difcretion, never can provide the juft pro

portions betweer. earning and falary on the one 

hand, and nutriment on the other: whereas in

lercft, habit, and the tacit convention, that arife 

from a thoufand namelefs circumftances, prodllce 

a tac? that regulates without difficulty, what laws 

and magiftrates cannot regulate at all. The firft 
clafs of labo ur wants nothing to equalize it; it 

eqllalizes itfelf. The fecond and third are not 

crtpable pf any equalization . 

• 
But what if the rate of hire to tile labourer 

comes far Chart of his necelfary' fll bfiftence, and the 

calamity o,f the time is fa g reat a~ to thr€afe 

actual famine} Is the poor labourer to be aban

doned to · the flinty heart and griping hand ~f 
• • 

C '. bare 

• • • 
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bale felf-intereft, fllpporte by the f~oJd of bw} 
efpecially when there is aron to fuppofe that the 

very a\'ar~ce of farmers the felves, b:l~ concur~ed 
witll the errors of Governme~t to bring famine on -, 
the land. . 

In that (Cafe, my opinion is tbis. tVhenever it 

h:;tppens that a man can claim nothing according 

to the rules of commerce, and the principles of 

. juftice, he paffes Ollt of that department, and comes 

within the jurifdiaion of mercy. In that province 

the magiftrate has not.hing at aft to do: his inter

ference is a violation of the property which it . ~ 

his office to protect. Without all doubt, ,charity 

to the poor is a direct and obligatory duty upon 

all Cbriflians, next in order after tbe payment of 

debts, full as ftrong, and by nature made infinitely 

more d~lightfLlI to us. Puffendorf, and other 

cafuifts.'do not, I think, denominate it quite -pro

perly, when they call it a duty of imperfeCt obliga

tIOn. But the manner, mode, time, choice of ob

jeCts, and proportion, are left to private difcrerion; 

and perhaps, for that very rea[on it is pe~rformcd 

with the greater fatisfaction, becaufe the cJifcharge 

of it bas more the appearance of freedom; recom

mending llS be fides very fpecially to , the divine 

c; favour, as tbe exerdfe of a vi rtue moll ell itable to 

11
being, fenfitle of it's own infirmity . . 

c 0;> 0 The ' 

c 
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The cry of the ~eople in cities . and towns, 

thOllgl) ltnfortl.:lnately ((~IT,I a fear 6f their 11)\11ti.; 

tude and combinatiof ) the moa regarded, oug H, 

in faa, to be the leaft attended. to upon this f ubject· 

for citizens are in a {bte of utter ignorance of le 
means by which t.hey are to pe fed, a d tbey cormi. 

bute little or nothing, except in an in.fi~itely circui· 

tous manner, to their own maintenan ce. They are 

truly" Fruges c01'lfumcre 11ali." Th ey are to be heard 

with great refpeB: ano attention upon matters within 

their province, that is, on trades and manufactures; 

bur on any thing that relates to agric)..llture, they are 

to be liaened to with the [",me rC'ver;llce which we 

pay t o the d ogmas of other i~norant af).d ,pefllmp. 

tllouS men. 

If anyone were to tell them, dDt they we re to 

give in an a COllnt of all ~he frock in heir (l)OPS; 

tha.t attempts would be m.ade to linlit their profits, 

or raife the price qf th !! labouring manufacturers 

upon them, or recommend to Go\Oernment, out of a 

capital from the publick revenues, to fet up (j. (hop 

of the fame commodities, in order to rival them, 

;nd 'keep d{em to rea(Qnable dealing, th ey would 

very foon fee the il~ plldence, inju flice, al1ll oppref

fion of Cuch a courfe. They would not be mir
taken; but they are of opinion, that agriculture is . 
to be fubject to otb~r laws, and to btl gov.erned e, . 
otl~er prin.cip\es. • .. " C 2 ~ grealec 
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I. 

A gre:lter ?Lnd m re ruinous rhiftake cannot be 
I 

allen into, than that , the traGes of agric\\1lture and 
• grazing can be conducre5 u~on any other than the 

common principles of commgtce ; namtf'ly, tlJat the 
ducer fhould be permitted, and even expeaed, 

look to all goffible profit which, without fraud 
or violence, he can,make; to turn p enty or fcar-
city to the ~eft advantage he can; to keep back or 

Go bring forward his commodities at his pleafure ; 
"-to account to no one for his flock or for his gain. 
\6'on any other terms he is the flave of tbe conCumer;. 
K and that he fhould be Co is of no benefit to the con-

0--fumer. No flave was ever fo beneficial to the maf

"" rer as a freeman that deals with him on an equ~ 
footing by convention, formed on the rules and 

~ principles of contending interdl:s and compromifed 
- advantages. The con[umer, if he were fu ffered , 
<5'"" would in the end always 'be (he cl'upe of his own 
~ -;- tyranny and injuftice. The landed gentJen'ian is, 
-lJ never to fo rger, rhat the farmer is his repre[en-
Q 
• tative. 
in 
~ 
6"" 
~ 

Q.. 

A 

It is a peri'lolls th.ine to try experiments on the 
farmer. The farme~'s capital (except in a few 
per[ons, and in a very few pJace.sY is far more 
feeble than commonly is imagiped. The trade is a 

' very poor trade; it is [ubjecr to great rilks and ' 
C] l~ifes. J:he capital, [uch as ' it is, is turned but 

once 10 the year -; in fame branches: it reqUires 
, ' ~hre'Q 

o 
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three years before the money is paid: I believe 

never lefs than thref! ftl the turnip and grafs-land 

eourfe , which is the privalenr< courfe on the ,more or 

lefs fertile,· fandy an,; gravelly loams, and thefe 
' compofe th~ foil in the [outh and fouth-eaft f, 
England, the beft adapted , and pe,jhaps the only 

ones that are adapted, to the turnip hu{b~ndry. 

'. 
It is very rare that the moft profperous farmer, 

counting th,e value of his quick and dead ftock, the 

interefr of the money he turns, together with his 
own wages as a bailiff or overfeer, ever does make 

twelve or fifteen per centum by the year on his ca
~ital. I fpeak of the profperous. In mofr of (he 
,parts of England which have fallen within my ob

fervation, I have rarely known a farmer, who to 

his own trade has no~ added fome other employ
menr or traffic, thar, afler a courfe of (he mofr 

unremitting parfimony and labour (fllCh for the 
greater plrt is theirs) , and perfev'ering in his bufi
nefs for a long courfe of years, died worth more 
than paid his debts, leaving his po(terity to con
tinue in nearly the fame eqllal conflict between if)
l!ufrry and want, in which the hft predeceifor, 

and a long line of. predeceifors before ~im, liveq 
and died. 

• • 
Obferve that I fpeak of (he gener~(y of farn:~ 

who have nor mor~ (han from one hundred aod .. ~~ 

.. \1 1111111 
• 

• 
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fifty to three or fobr hundred acres. There are 

few in this part of the £OU!1try within rile former, 

or much beyond the latter, extent. U nqueftion

nbly in ot her places there ar~ much l~rg,er. Bur, 

I convinced, whatever part of England be the 

theatre of hio operations, a farmer ho cultivates 

welve hundred acres, which I confider as a large 
G 

farm, though I know there are larger, cannot pro-

ceed, with any degree of [afety and effect,. with a 

fm aller capital than ten thoufana pounds; and that 

he cannot, in the ordinary courfe of cultme, make 

more upon tlDt great capi tal of ten thoufand 

pOll'nds, than twelve hundred a year. c: 

As to the weaker -capitals, an cary j lIdgment may 

be formed by what very fmall errors they may be 

fart her attenuated, enervated, rendered un'prod 1I ~

~ive, and perhaps totally deftroyed. 

This confbnt precariollfners and ultimate mo

derate limits of a farmer's forrune, on the llrongeft 

capital, I plefs, /lot only on acco\Jl1t of the pazard

ous fpecul ations of the times, but becallre tbe ex-
~ 

cellent and molt ufeful works of my friend, Mr. 

Arthur Young, tend to propagate that errol (fneh 

1 am yery ce rtain it is, of the iargcnefs of a far-

t.: fIler's profits. It is not tb at his account of the 

roduce dot9.5 often greatly exceed, but he by no 

means makes the proper allo wance- for accidents . . 
anq 

• 

, . 



( 23 ,) 

and 10,fi"es •• T might ~~er into a' convincing detail, 

jf otber more troublefqmt\ and more neceffary de-

tails were n~t before 1e• I • 

Th is propofed difcretionary tax on labour 

militates with the recommendations ·of the Board 

of Agricu It nre: th ey recomQlend a geqeral pfe of 

the drill culture. I agree with the Board, that 

where the foil is nqt exceffively heavy; or incum

bered with large loofe frones (which however is 

the cafe wi lh much otberwife good land), that 

courfe is the beft, and moil produCtive, provided 

t~lt th e mofi accurate eye; the mofr vigi lant fLlper 

inrendance; the moa prompt activity, which has 
no fu ch day as to-morrow in its calendar; the moa 
fieady forefigbt and pre.difpofing order to have 

c.ery body and every thing ready in it's place, and 

prepared to take arlvan tage of the for m na te fugi

tive moment in this coquetti ng climate of ours

provided, I fay, all thefe combine to fpeed the ' 

p lough, I admi t its fuperior ity over the old and 

general methods. But under procfaftinating, jm

~rovidenr , ordicJary hufbandme n, who may neg

Ject or let fl ip tbe fe~ opportunities of fwee~ening 
and pl'll ifying thei r-ground with perpetually re no

vated coil , and undiffipa tecl am~ntion. nothing, 

when tried to any extent, can be WOI fe, or mo re _ 

da ngerous: th.e farm may be .ruined', inftead of- . 
having the)oil enriched and [weetened by it. • 

• BlIt • 

• • • 
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But the excellence of t e. method QIl a proper 

foil, and conduded b1 l1uiliandmen, of whom 

there are few, being rt!adily granted, !?-ow, nnd on 
what conditions, is t~lis culture ol?tained ? Why, 

by a very great encreafe of labour; by an augmen

tation of th~ third part, at leaft, of the hand

labour, to fay nothing of the horfes and machinery 

employed in ordinary tillage. Now, every man 

muft be fenfible how little becoming the gravity of 
Legiilatme it is to encourage a Board, which re

commends to us, and upon very weighty rea[ons 

unqueftionably, an enlargement of the capital we 

~mploy l~ the operations of the hand, and then ::> 

pafs an aCt which taxes tbat manual -labour, al

ready at a very high rate; thus compelling us to 

diminiG'l the quantity of labour which in the vul

gar courfe we aCtually employ. 

What is true of the farmer is equally true of the 

middle man; whether the middle man aCts as fac;:

tor, jobber, faIefman, or fpeculator, in the markets 

of grain. Thefe traders ~re to be left to their free 

couree; and the more they make, and the richer 

they are, and the more largely they deal, the better 
(, 

both for the farmer and con[umer, between whom 

they form a natural and mo(t ufeful link of connec

tion; though; by the machin:1tions of the old evil 
" cOllnfellor, EIlV)', they are hated and maligned by 

beth parries. _ 
\ I hea1.\ 
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• t hear that middle men ' are accufed of mono: 

poly. Wi\hout qLlen~n, the monopoly of autho-

. rity is, in every inf.l:anJe ane in every degree, an 

evil; but tife monopJy of c~pi t al is the eontrary. 

It 'is a great benefit, and a benefit particularly ·to 

the poor. A tradefman who has t a hundred 

pound capital, whi<::h (fay) he can turn bm once a 

year, cannot live upon a profit of 10 p!r cent. be.:. 

eaufe he onnot live: upon ten pounds a year; but 

a man of ten thoufand pounds capital can live and 

thrive upon 5 per cent, p rofit in tbe year, becaufe 

he has five hundred pounds a year. The fame 

proportion holds in turning it [,wi ce or tb rice. 

1 efe , principles ate plain and 1impl~; and it is 

not our ignorance, if) much as the levity, ('be envy~ 

and the malign ity of our nature , that hinders us 

from perceiving and yielding to them; but we are 

not to fuffer our vi ces to ufurp the place of our 

judgment. 

The p alance between confumptioil and proc1l:lc

(ion makes price. T he market fctdes, and alone 

can fettle, that price. Market is the meet 'ng and 

conference of the wnfumer an d p"odu{er, when tbey 

mutually difcover ea£h other's wants. Nobody, I 

bel ieve, has obferved with any refleCt ion what 

market is, without being af1:onilheJ at th e truth, • 

{he correctnefs, the celerity, t ile gen.: ral equity 

~ith which tl e baL nee of wants is [etded. They 

D wo • • 
• • • 
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'who willi the defiruB:ion of that balance, ari& 

would fain by arbitrary r.rgl(l~lation decree, that de
feCtive produCtion 010uld n t be cornpenfated by 

encreafed price, direCtly lay their axe to the root of 

produCtion itfelL 

They may even in one year of fach falfe policy, 
f' 

do mi.fchiefs incalculable; becaufe the wide of a 

farmer is, as I have b fore expla.ined, one of the 

moA: precariol1s in its advantages, the moA: liable' 

to loffes, and the leaA: profitable of any that is 

carried on. It requires ten times more of labour, 

of vigtlance, of attendon , of frill , and Jet me add, 

of good fortune alfo, to carryon the bufinef3 ar'a 

farmer with fucce[s, than what belongs to any 

other trade. Seeing things in thi·s li ght, I am far 

from pre(uming to cenfure the late circular in ftruc

tion of Council to Lord Liel'Henants-but I confefs 

I do not clearly difcern its objeCt. I am greatly 
afFaid that the enquiry will raife [orne alarm as a 

~eafure, lead ing to the French [y[tem of, putti ng. 

corn into requifition. F or that was preceded by 
an inquifi{ion fomewhat fi.milar in. it's principle, ., 
though,. accordi.ng to their mode, their principles 

are full of th:lt violence, whicb here is not much to 

be fe~red . Ir goes 0n a principle diret.tly oppoute 

to mine : it prefumes, thar the market is DO fair tdJ 
f plenty of fcarciey. It fa ifes a, fufpicion, which! 

ntay affect the tra.nquilli ty of the p~blic mind·, 

" thab 
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,,~ that the fanner kee s bac,k, and ta,kes unfair ad-

;vantages \)y delay;"· n t~e part of tqe dealer, it '. 

gives rife obvioufly t a thou,fand n.e,far,iollS fpec'rl-
lations. ' 

In cafe the return fhould on th~ whole pro 

favourable, is it meant to ground a meafure for eo:, 
• couraging exportation and checking the jmport of 

,corn? If it is not, what end can it anfw r? An,d, 1 
believe, it is not. 

This opi nion may be fortified by a report gon 

abroad, that intentions are entertained of erecting 

public granaries, and that this enquiry is to givf , 

Government an advantage in it's purchafes. 

I hear that fuch a meafure has been propofed, 

and is under deliberation, that is, for Government 

to fet up a granary in every mark ,t to wn, at the 

~xpence of the ftate, in order to e~tingl1i(h the 

dealer, ~nd to fubjeB; the farmer to (.he con furner, 

by fecuri ng corn to t,be latter at a certajn ancJ. 

fl:ead y prke . 
• 

If [nch a [cherne i~ :1dopt:ed, I lhould !l9t like tQ 

,an[wer for the fafety Qf the granary, of tbe agents , 

or of the town itfelf, in \;Vhich the granary was • 

:erected- the firfl: ftorm of p<?puiar plll~n~y wOlll 

fall UPO!) ~h:i: g ap.ary ~ " • 
• P 2 • S~ 
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So far in a political light. 
c .. 

In an economical li~ht, ~\I 'muft obferve, that 

the conftru6t:ion of fuch gr~)ari~s throughout the 

kingdom, would be at an expenee be/ ond all cal

culation. T~e keeping them up w uld be at a 

great char{?;e. The management and attendance 

would require an army of agents, frore-keepers, 

clerks, and fervants. The capital [0 be employed 

in the purchafe of grain would be enormous. The 

wafre, decay, and corruption, would be a dreadflll 

drawback on the whole dealing; and the difErtif

faCtion of tbe people, at having decayed, ta inted, 

\ or corrupted COf:1 fold to them, as mufr be (he cafe, 

would be fcrious. 

'This climate (whatever others may be) is nul 
f.wo ura ble to granaries, where wheat is to be kept 

for an y time. The beft, and indeed the only good 

granary, is the rick- yard of the farmer, where the 

corn is pre[er.ved in it's own {haw, [weer" ,lean, 

wholefome, free from vermin and from infects, and 

comparatively at a trifle of expence. This, and 

the barn enjoy ing many of the fame advamag; s, 

have b en the fole g ranaries (Sf England from the 

found ation of it's agriculture to this day. An thi~ 
r. is done at the expence of the undertaker, and at 

. is fole rifk, He contributes to ~overnment; he . . .. . \ 

recelve~ 
~ .. . 

c 
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r.eceives nothing from it 'but prote~ion; and to 

tllis be ha~ a claim. • 
• 

The rrroment' Government appears at 

marker, all the principles of market will be fub
verted. I don't know whether the farmer will fuf-

• fer by it, as long as there is a tolerable market of 
competi~ion; bl,lt I am {ure thar, in tb~ firfl: place, 

'the trading government wil ,l fpeedily become a 
bankrupt, and the ~onfllmer in tbe end will [pffer. 

F Governm.ent makes all it's purchafes at once, it 

will infl:antly raife tbe market 'Jpon itfelf. If it 
m akes them by degrees, ir mufl: follow the courfe 
I1f the market. If it follows the cour(e of the 
marker, it will produce no effect, and tbe confumer 
may as well buy as he wants- therefo re all tbe ex

pence is incurred gratis. 

B ut if the object of this [cherne 010111d be, what 
I' [urpect it is, to ddl:roy the dealeI', commonly 

called the middle man, a.nd by incurring a volun-. . . 
tary lo[s to carry the baker to dear with Govern-

ment, I am to tell them thFLt they mua ret up ano-
her trade, that of a miller or a meal man, attended 

with a new train of expences and riiks, If in both 
there trades they fhould fucceed, [0 as to exclude 

~hofe who trade on natural and private cap.itals, 

~~len they will have a I110nopoly iQ their han~-
which~ 

• o 
• 
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" • wbich, l1nder the appearance of a m nopoly of ca ~ 

pita), will, in reality, be a_~r\'oPOlY or 'authority, 
and will ruin whatever it t 1ches. The agricul
lure of tbe kingdom cnnnot and before it. 

A little plac, like Geneva, of not mor ~ than from 

twenty· five to thirty tboufand inhabitants, whicll 
l)as no teditory, or next to none ; which de
pends for it's e iftence on the good-will of three 
Jleighbouring powers, and is of courfe continually 
in tbe !late of (ometbing like ajiege, or in the fpe
,culation of it, might find fome refoL/rce in ftate 
granaries, and fome rtvenue from the mOrlopoly of 
I'hat was fold TO the keepers of public-houfe~: 

This'is a policy for a !late too fm:lll for agriculture. 
Jt is not (for inGance) fit for fo great a country as 
the Pope poifeifes, where, however, it is adopt-ed 
and purfued in a greater extent, and with more 
fhianefs. Certain of the Pope's territories, from 
whence the city of Rome is fupplied, being obliged 
to furnifh ROl11~ and the granaries of his H~li»efs 
),ViEh corn at a ~ertain price, that part of the papal 
territories is utterly ruined.' That ruin may be , 
traced with certlinty to this fole caure, and it ap-
pears indubit:tbly by a compar~[on of their !tate 
and condition with that of the other part of the ec,. 

a:lefiaftical dominions net fubjeCted to the [arne 
bLltations, hich are I~ circu~1Llances highly 

~('~lri(11in~. ,. 
c Ti1~ 
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The refo~mation of this 'evil [yftem) is in a mal1 · 
ner -impraB:icable; fi , . firlt, it does keep bread 
'and all other proviG os equally fubjeCt to d 'e 
chamber of fupplh a. a pretty reafonable and ' re
gular price, in (he city of Rome. This preferves 

,quiet among, tue numerous poor, id~e, and nn.tm
.ally mminous people, of a very great capital. Bur 
the quiet of the town is purchafed by he ruin o( 
the country, and the ultimate wretchednefs of 
hath. The next caufe which rende'rs- this evil in
curable, is , the jobs which have grown out of it. 
and which, in fpite of all precautio:Js, would 
grow out of [ueh things, even under governmcllt!J 
ttr more potent than (he feeble' authority, of the 
Pope. 

This example of Rome which Ius been derived 
from the moil: ancient times, and the moil flomill;':' 
ing period of the Roman mpire (but not of (be
Roman agriculture) may ferve as a great caurioll 
to all Governments, not to attempt to feed th e 

o • 

people om of the hands of the rlugiltrates. If' 
once they are habituated to it, though but for one 
\1 alf-year, they will nt;ver be f.1.risried (0 have it 
ofberwife. , And, .having looked to Governm~m 
for breaJ, on tbe very filft: fcarcit y they will tura 
and bite the hand that fe'd tbem. To avoid that 
evil, Govemment will redou ule the.cau fes of it· 
and then )t will become inveterate and incurable. 

I er cb 
• 
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i befeech (1)e Go~ern'rnent (which I take in the 
1argeft fenre of the word, tOfhprehendiilg the two, 
Houfes of Parliament) fer~ufly to confider ' that ' 

years of fcarcity or plenty, ~ ndt com{: alternately 
·or at (ho~t inrervals, but in pretty long cycles and 

irregularly, 1\pd confequently that we cannot af
fure ourfe\vcs, if we take a wrong meafure, from 

the tempo~d.ry n~ceffities of one feafon; but that 
the next, and probably more, will drive us to the 

continuance of it; fo that in my opin\on, tl1ere is 
no way of prevenring this evil which goes to the 

deftrucbon of all our agriculture, and of that part 

of . our inrernal commerce hich touches our agri
culture the moft nearly, as well as the fafety a~d 

very being of Government, but manfully to refift 
the vel~y firft idea, fpeculative 91" praCtical, that it 
is within the competence of Government, taken as 
Government, or even of the rich, as rich, to fupply 

to the poor, thofe neceffaries which it has pleafed 
the Divine Providence for a while to with.hold 

from rhem. We, the people, ought to be l1;lade 
l ~ 

fenfible, that i is not in breaking the laws of com~ 

merce, \v~1ich are the laws of nature, and confe
<;}uenrly the laws of God , that we are to place oucr 

110pe of fofeening the Divine difpleafure to rnuove 

any calamity under \vhich we ruffer, or which bang;s 
over :us. 

o ' 

eJr' So far as to the principles of general policy. 

( As, 
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As to the flate of thingsl which is urged as a rea-

fan to rle"viate fromlem, the[~ are the circum

frances of the harvef. of 1795 and '794, \tVith, 

regard to t~e harvefi: f J 794) in relation to the no

blett grain, wheat, it is allowed to have been' [ome - . 

what OlOft, but not exceffively; aad in qU3.1ity, 

for the [even and t wenty years, 'du ring which I 
have been a farmer, I never remembh wheat to 

h,ave been [0 good. The world were, however! 

deceived in their fpeculations upon it-the far

mer as well as the dealer. Accordi ngly the r>rice 

fluCtuated beyon~ any thing I can remember ; for, 

at one tim e of the year, 1 fold my wheat at 141. a 
i'oad, (1 fold off all I had, as r thought this was a 

reafonable price), when at the end of the feafon, if 

i had tben had any to fell, I might have got thirty 

g ui neas for the fame fort of grain. I fold all tbat 

1. had, as I raid, at a comparatively iow price, be

caufe I thought it a' good price, compared with 

what I thought the general produce-of the barvell:; 

b'ut.w~en I came to confider wha~ my own tolat 

was, I found that the quantity had n;t anfwered my 

expeCtation. It m ll fr be remembered, that this 

year of produce, (the year i 79-1-) 01orr, b l1 t excel
lent, followed a y ar which was. not extraordinary 

in produCtion, nor of a fuperior quality, _ and lefe 

but little in frore . At firH: tb is was not felt, be. 

<.aufe the han'efr came in un ufually earl)'-~"rli 

than com mon) by a full month. 

E he ' -
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'The winter; at the end of 1794, and beginning' 

. of 1795, was more than ufuatlY' unfavour ble both 

t? corn and graJs, ·owing to ~le fudden relaxation 

of very rigorous frafts, foll o~ed by ra~l1s, which 

were again rapidly fllcceeded by frofts of frill 

greater rigour than the firft. 

Much wheat was m terly d eftroyed, The clover 

gr:l fs fuffered i[1 many places. What I never ob

ferved before, the ·rye-grafs, or coarre bent, fuffereci 

m l)re than the Glover. Even the meadow-grafs in 

fome places was killed to the very roots. In the 

(pring, appearances were berter than we expected. 

All the early fown grain recovered itfelf, and cam .... 

up with great vigom; but that, whic~ was late 

[own, was feeble, and did not promife to reGft any 

blights, in the [pring, which, how ever, with all it! 

unpleafant vifficltudes paffed off very well; and 

nothing looked better than the wheat at the time . 

of blooming: -but at that moft critical time of aJ1, 

a cold dry e:J.ft wind, attended with very (barp 

froas, longer ar-.(d ftronger than ! recoIJ ect ft t that 

time of year, deftro yed the flowers, and withered 

up, in an aH:onifhing marmer, the whole fide of th lt 

ear next to the wind. At that time I brought to 

tOwn rome of the e:lrs, for the p~rpoCe of fhe \ling 

to my friends the ope ration of thofe unnatural 

frofr s, and aCfording to their extent I predicted a 

great 

I I 
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great fcarcity. Bur fuch is 'the p'leafure of agree- ' , 

able prorpects, t~at'f opinion was 'little <egarded. 

On thr~fhing, I iOliod things as I expefrecl

-the ears not filled, [orne of the capfules quite empty, 

and feveral others containing only withered hungry 
grain, ,il)ferior to the appearance of ry~. My heft 
ears and grains were not fine; never had I grain of 

fo iowa quality-yet 1 fold one load for 2.11. At 
the fame time I bought my feed wheat (it was ex
cel1ent) at 231. Sinc~ then rhe price has rifen, 
and I have fold about two load of the fame fort at 

2~1. Such was the ftate of the market when I left 
home laft Monday. Little remains in my barn. [ 
hope fome in the rick may be better; unce it was 

earlier fown, as well as I can recollect. Some of 
my neighbours have better, fome quite as bad, or 
even worre. I fufpecr it will be found, that where- , 
ever the blighting wind and thofe frofts at bloom
ing time have prevailed, the produce of the wheat 

erop.w~ll turn Ol1t very indifferent._. Tho[e parts 
which have efcaped, wil.l, I can hardly doubt, have 

a reafonable produce . . 
As to the other grains, it is to be obferved, as 

the wheat ripened very late, (on account, I con

.ceive, of the blights) the ba.cley get the ftart of it •. • 

~nd was ripe firft. The crop was with me, and 
~ z where¥e,t" 

• 
• , 
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wherever my enquiry coul reach, e~c ~lent i in 
fame places far fupe ior to ine. 

The clover, which came U l with ~he <l:>arley, .wa~ 
the findl: I remember to have [een.-

r 

The turnips of thi s year are generally good. 
Q 

The clover fawn lafl: year, where not totally de

ftroyed, gave two good crops, or one crop anJ :l: 
plentiful feed; and, bating the lofs of the rye

grafs, I do not remember a better produce. 

The meadow.grafs yielded but a middling cro'p ~ 

and neither of the fawn or natural grafs was there 

in any farmer's poifdIion any remainder from t1 e 

year worth taking into aCCO!.lnt. In 1110ft plaLtsJ. 

there was none at all, 

Oats with me were not in a quantity more con

fiderable tba~~ in commonly good feafons i but I 

have never known them heavi er, than they were i~ 

other places. The oat was not only an heavy~ bu~ 

an uncommonly abundant crop. My ground un

der peafe did not exceed an a<: re, or thereabouts, 

but the crop was g reat indeed. I believe it i~ 

, t1 roughollt the country exuberant. 
,-

~~ 15 however to b~ r~mar~ed, as generally of 

~ . ~~ 
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Fl~l the grains, fo particularly of the peafe, that there 

was not t e fmal!dl: crantity in ~e[erve. 
. . 

The derfland of tlie year mllft depend folely on 
it's own produce; and the price of the [pring-corn 

is not to be e~pected to fall very . ~on, or at any 
time very low. 

Uxbridge is a great corn market. As I came 
through that town, I found that at the laft market
llay, barley was at forcy (billings a quarter; oats 
~here were literally none; and the innkeeper wa~ 
obliged to fend for them to London. I forgot tQ 

:i~ about peafe. Potatoes were 55. the bu(bel. 

In the debate on this [ubjeCt in the Houfe, I am 
told that a leading member of great ability, lillie 

ronverJalZt in thife matters, obferved, that the gene
ral uniform dearne[s of butcher's meat, butter, and 
~hee[e, could not be owing to a defective produce 

of whliat; and on this ground inG~uated a fufpi
cion of [orne unfair practice on tbe [ubject, that 

~'llled for enquiry. 

Unqueftionably the mere deficiency of wheat 
~ould not caufe the dearne[s of the other articles, 

?/hich extends not only to the provifions he men-

1~qn~q~ but tc? e~ery other without e:x:ceprion . 

• 
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The caufe is indeed [0 ver plain aBd obviom; 
0, • 

that the wonder is the othe way When a pro .. 

perly direCted enquiry is maGe, the gentlemen who 
are amazed at tbe price of th fe 'commodities will 

find, that when hay is at fix pound a load, as they 
1'llld1: know itcili, herbage, and for more than one' 

year, mllft be fcanty, and they will conclude, that 
( 

if grafs be [carce, beef, veal, mu tton, butter, milk, 
I , and cheefe, muJl be dear. 

But to take up the matter fomewhat more in 

detail-if the wheat harveft in '794, excellent in 
quality, was defeCtive in quantity, the barley har-.. 
vell: was in qualit y ordinary enough; and in quan-

tity deficient. This w~s foon felt in the price of 

malt. 

Another article of produce (beans) was not at all 
plentiful. The crop of peafe was wholly deftroyed, 

fa that feveral farmers pretty early gave up all 
hopes on that pead,. and cut the green h~ 1m as 

fodder for the cattle, then perilhing for want of 

food in. that dry and burning [ummer. I myfelf 

came off better than moft-l had about the fourth 

of a crop of peafe. 

It will be recolleCted, that, in ill" manner, all the 

<JacOl;! and pork confumed in t~is country, (tbe far 

Jar~eft confumption of meat out of town~ is, w~en 

c. ~rqWJnB 

, . 
/ 
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growing, fed on gra[S', and on whey, or ikimmed' 

milk; .\O~ when fitting, panly on the latter. " 
,. This is the cafe in theiliairy ,countries, all of them 

great breedt:rs anti fEkders of [wine; but for the 

much greater part, and in all the corn countries, 

they are fattened on beaqs, barley m~l, and peaCe. 
When the food of the animal is [caTce, his ileal 

mu 0; be dear. This, one would fl1ppofe~ would re

quire no great pen c; tration to difcover. 

This failure of fa very large a fupply of fieOl 'i~ 
one fpecies , naturally throws the whole demand of 

the' con[umer on the diminiOled Cupply of ait kinds 

of~eal, and, indee,d, on all the matters of human 
[uftenance. Nor , in my opinion, are we to expeCt 

a greater cheapnefs in that article for this year, evell 
though corn iliould grow cheaper, as it is to be 

hoped it will. The ftore fwine, from the failure 

of fubfiftence la6: year, are now at an ex(ravagan~ 

price. Pigs, at our fairs, have [old Lately for fifty. 

{billings, wbich, two years ago, wQ111d I;l'Ot hay 
bro~liht' more [han twenty. ' 

·As to theep, none, I thought, were (hangers t (~ 

the general failme ~f the ani 'le of turrips laft 

year; the early having been bur~ed as they came 

up, by the great drought and heat; the late, and 

tbofe of the early which had efcaped, v"ere defl:ro,y

ed by the chilling frolh of [he winter, and the w~t 

. . • 
• \ 

• 

• • 
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nd revere weather of the [pring. In ma~y places 

a full fourth of the {beep of the)arnbs were loft~ , 

what remained of the lambs were P90r and ill-fed, 
the ewes having had no mi~\ C The 'calves came 

te, and they were .generally an article, the want of 

which was as'lnuch to be dreaded as any other. Sa 
that arti€le of food, formerly [0 abundant in the early 

part of th~ fummer, particularly in London, and 

which in a great part fupplied the place of mutton 

for near two months, did little lefs than totally fail. 

All the produfrions of the earth link in with each 

other. All the fources I)f plenty. in all and every 

article, were dried or frozen up. Tbe fcarcity was 

not as gentlemen feern to fuppofe, in wheat only. 

Another caufe, and that not of inconfiderable 

operation, tended to produce a fcarcity in fieCh pro

vifion. I t is one tbat on many accounts cannot be 

too mucb regretted) and, tbe rather) as it was the 

- fole cauJe of lcarcity in that article, whiSh, arofe 

from rhe proceedings of men tbemfelves. I mean 

the fiop put to the diftillery. 

The hogs (and tbat would (be fufllcient) which 

were fed with the wafte waCh of that produce, did 

not demanq tbe fourth part of tbe corn \.Ifed by 

. c farmers , in fattening them. The fpirit was nearly 

fo much clear gain to the natioH. It is an odd 

c way 
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way of making fiea} cheap, tg ftop or check the 

diaillery.- · -.j 
The dJlfiillery irl itfelf produces an immen[e ' 

artic le of trade almoft all over the world, to Africa, 

to North America, and to various P!rts of Europe. 

It is of great ufe, next to food itfelf) to our filh

cries and to our whole navigation. A great part, 

of the diftillery was carried on by'damaged corn, 

unfit for bread, and by barley and malt of the low

eft quali ty . Thefe things could ~ot be more un

exce ptionably employed. The domeftic con[ump

tion of [pirits, produced, witheut complaints, ~ 
v~ry great revenue, applicable, if we plea[ed, in 
bounties to the bringing corn from other plates, 

far beyond the value of that con[umed in maki ng 

it, or to the encourage~ent of it's encrea[ed pro

duCtion :it home. 

As to wbat is (aid, in a . pbyGcal and moral 

view .. a~ainft the home con[umptio-i. of fpi rits, ex

perience has long fillce . taught me very littl e to · 

refpeet tbe declamations on tbatJu bjea-whether 

t'l e . .thunder of (lie Jaws, or the thunder of elo. 

quence, " is l?urlec1 on gin," always I am thunde l'

proof. The alembic, in my mind, has fumiilied to 

the workln fa r g~eater ben fit and bJeffing, than if '. 
the opus ma;rimnrJ, had been really found by che-

.F 
. . '" . 
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mifl:ry, and, like Midas, we could furn every 

thing into gold. \ ., 

U tldoubtedly there may b~ a dangerolls abuf~ 
in the excefs of fpirits; and at one time 1 am ready 

·to believe the tl.bufe was great. When fpirits are 

cheap; the bufinefs of drunkennefs is atchieved 

with little time or labollT; but that evil I confider 

to be wholly done away: Obfervation for the laft 

forty years, and very p:lTt icularl y for the laft thirty, 
has fmnifhed me with ten inftances of drunkennefs 

from other caufes, for one from this. Ardent 

fpirit is a great medi~ine, often to remove diftem

pers-much more frequently to prevent them, ~r 
to chafe them away in their beginnings. It is nct 
nutritive in any great degree. BDt, jf not food, 

it greatly alleviates the want of ir. It invigorates 

the ftomach for the digefl:ion of poor meagre dier, 

nor eafily alliable to the human conftitution. Wine 

the poor cannot touch. Beer, as applied to many 

oecafions, (as aPlOllg feamen and fifhcrmen for in
france) will by no means do the bpune[s: Let 

me add, what wits infpired with champaign and 

claret, will turn into ridic llie-it is a medicine f01' 

the mind. Under the preffurr. of the cares and 

farrows of our mortal condition, men have at all 

times, and in all countries, calle in fome phyiical 

aid to their moral confolacions,-wine, beer, 

opium, brandy, or tobacco. 
• I conuder 

"" c c • c (.. 
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, If confider theI'e~0re the aopping -of th~ djaillery, • 

~conoCil.icall )~, firfatciall y, cO~lmerciLllly, med ici

nally, and in fome degreti! mora'lly too, as a meafme 

rather \yt>.ll meant than well confider q. Jt is top 

precious a facrifice to prejudic~. 

• 
Gentlemen w€ll know whether there be a fquciq, 

of partridges, and whether that bee an . effect of 

hoarding a,nd combination . A11.th<t talJle race of 

bir,ds live and die as the wild do 

As to the leKer articles, the¥ are like the g~eater. 
They have foUowed the fortu ne of the feafon. 

Whv are fowls dear? was not this the farmer's or . " 

jQbber's fault. I fold from my yard to a jobber, 

,fix young and lean fqwls, for four and twenty filil ;

lin~s; fow's, for which, two years Pgo, the fam{: 

man would not have given a nljll~ng a· piece.-He 
fold 'them afterwards at pxbridge, and they were 

taken to London to receive the 1aft hand, -. ' , ',' 

-

. 
As~to the op.eration of the wa;' in caufing the 

[carciry of provifions, I underftand that Mr. Pitt 
~1as given a particul~r aq,[wer to it-::7but I do not 

think it worth powocr and ~ot .. . . 

I do not won(\.er the pap~r$ are fa full of thi~ 'fort 
, .' . . 

,of matter1 but I am a little r\lrprif~d it, fi10uld be 
, F ,. mentio~e4 

• • • • 
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mentioned in parliament. ~ike all great {tate 

qoeftions, peace and war m;{yt be. difcu ~d, and 

difftrent opinions fairly fdrmed,. on politi al 

grounds, bur on a quefiion of the" preCefit. price of 

provifiollS, when peace with tbe regicides is a!ways 

uDpermofi, I oon only fay, tb .1[- gre~t is the ldve 

of it. 
t 

After all, ha e we not reaCon to be 'tha.nkful to 

, the giver of all good? In our hiftory, and when 

" The labourer. of Englancl is (aid to bJ.ve been 

once happy," we find confiantly, after certain in
tervals, a period of real famine; by which, a me

lancholy havock was made among tbe bumal1 rac.~. 

The price of proviGons fluCtuated dreadfully, de

monfiracing a deficiency very different from the 

wodl. failures of the pre rent moment. Never 

fince I have known Enghlld, have I known more, 

than a comparative fcarcity. The price of wheat, 

taking a nu 111 ber of years tpgether, has had no very . 

confiderable flu~uatiQn, nor has it rifen exct ed

ingly until witl~ in ' this twel vemonth. EvcJ now, . 

I do not know of one man, woman, 'OJ child, that 

has perifhed from famine ; fewer, if any, 1 believe; 

tban in years of plenty, . wbenJuch a thing may 

happen by accident. This is owing to a care and 

b fuperintendance o(the pOQr, f~r g6'~ater than any I 
rern6mber. , 

The 
c 
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The confideraticnn of tpis o;ght -to bind us all, 

ric:h and poor ib~ ether, againft thofe wicked 
• . writers of the Jiewfpapers, who wourq infialue, the I ~ 

poor aga~ft thl!ir friends guardians: patrons, and, 
protectors. Not only very few (I have obferved;. 

that I know of none, . tnougb r li~e in a place as 

poor as moft) have actually died of want, but we 

have feen no traces of thofe dreadful. oocte~mi£)ating 
epidemics, whicb, in confequ~n~ of [canty and 

unwholefome food, in for~er times, not unfre

quently, wafted whole, nations. Let us be faved 

from too much :wifdom of our OVVl1, and we !hall 

do to lerably well. 

-. 
It is Oije of the fineft problems in legiflat ion, 

and wha~'ha,s often engaged my thoughts whilft I 

followed that profeffion, "'iVbat the State ought 

• to .rake upon itfelf to direct by the public wifdom , 
and what it ought to leave, with as little inter

ference as poffible, to individual di fcretion ." ' No--- . . ', . thing, certainly, can be hid down on the [ubJect: 

. that ""II not admit of exceptions, ~ny permanent, 

. fome occafional. But the cleareft line of diftinc

. 'lion which i could draw, whilft I had my chalk to 

draw any line was this: That the State ought to , . 
confine itfelf to what regards the Stare , or the 

creatures of thG "State,' namely, th e exterior eftl

bliillment of its reliaion ; its magiftrac)'; its reve- • 
~ . 0 

nu~; its military forc~ by fea /lnd land; the cor-
poratt.Jns 

• 
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f'ornt.ions that 'owe their exifte ce to its fiat; in a 

word, to every tbing that is If'tlfj find propil'ly pub .. ' 
\ , . 

• lic, tb the p,ublic peace, to tbe pul5li.c fafe<: : , to the. . 

: public mder, to the public profperity. ' J.p ),t's ' pre

ventive police it otlght to be [paring of its efforts, 

and to employ .means', r~ther ,few, unfrequent, and 

{hong, than many, and freque nt, and, of cour[e" 

~s they multi pl y their puny politic race, and dwin

ole, fmal~a nd f~bJe. State[rt1en who know them

felves wilt, with tbe dignity which bebngs to wi[,. 

d~mJ procee-d only in Ihi\ the (upel ior orb and 
" 

fi.ft mover of t'h~ir duty, fteadily, vigilantly, (e-

, verely, courageoul1y: whatever remains will, in a 

manner, provide for it ftlf. Bu.t as Ihey, d e[ce,~ 

from the fi:ate to a provincy, from a province to a 

pari£h, and fr?l1l a pariili I~ a private, hb-nre, they 

go on accelerated in their fa11. They cannot d.o the 

, . lower duty; and, in proportion as tbey try it, they , 

will certaioly fail in the higher. They ought to' 

~now the different departmenr~ of things; what .

belongs to laws, an,d what manners alone can re ,.. 

gulate. To d:e[e, great politicians may ~ive a . 

leaning, but they c'annot give a law. . 

Our Legifbture has fallen imo this fault as well 
t 

as ~tber ~ovetnments; all have fallen into it more 

or le[s. The once mighty State, w lieh was nearefr 

to us locall y, neareft to LlS in e ~ry way, and' ~bo[e , . 
p~ins thrcnte1~ [0 Jail up~n our ~eads, .is ii ' fi:I'O~g 

" • (' n franc ,? 
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inftance of this err r. I can neyer quote Fr~ce -

:\Vitl)l~ll t. aoforebodin ,r.gh-!~iE?-,AI'HMAP! Sc.i~io , 
o faid it to bis Pe~ording Greek friend' .amidfl: the 

• • t. • 

~hmes he gfe:H rival of hiS country. TheW: 0 • 

ftat~ has fallen by the hands of" the parricides of 

their cOl1ntry~ called the Revcilutio~fls, and Con

fiiru,tionalifls, of France, a fpecies of traitors, of 

" ,whofe fury and atrocious wickedncfs -nothing in 

the annals of !he phrenzy and ~ation' of man

kind hld before furniihetl an ex~mJJle, and or 

whom I can ne:v~r tbinl or fpeak ~ithout a- mixed 

fenfarion of dirgu(T, of honour, and of dcteftation, 

not eary to tbe:; expreued. Thefe nefuious fnonfters ' 

d royed their country for: what was good in it: 
for much ~ood ~bere was in the conftituti.on of that 

nob.le t'!f~3:tlChy, which, in all kinds, formed and 
• nOllrifneu. ,great 'men, anq great patterns of vir • 

• ~l1e to the worI'd. ' Bur tbongh it's enemies were 

,not enemies to it's fa.Lilts, iris faults furni(hed 

~tb~m with means for it's deftruEtion. , rvly dear 
'. ,.. departed friend, whofe -]o[s is ,evell' greater to the . . ... 

public-'tlnn to me, bad ofren remarl(ed, tlut the 

. , leading . v ice ,of the French, monarchy (which he 

-ead ~'e ll flu lied) was in good intention ill-di-

0: reeled, and a reftle~ ddire of govern ing too much. 
'The h3nd of atitbority, was [een in e\'e'ry thing, , 

and in every pI.;;. All, t herefor~, that happened .. 

a~fs ih [he, con rre even of J. . mellic affairs, was , 

amibm d ~o {he Go~ernm('nt; and; as it' always . , - ha'p~m 
~ . . 
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ag.reris in this klO? of offici us. univerfal intc:t .... 
" fert:ij(lc; what beg~n in .. diou 'p w~r, endetl ,alw y,s'-~ , 
\ I may' .fay ,~it'hout an exception., -~ contemptible " 
"':·iD1be~ilhty. ' For ,lh,is reafon, as fa P'as f ~l";l:l3pprOVe 

of any novelty, r-thought well of the ProvinCial 
Adminiftratio s', Thofe, if the fbperi.)r power- h~d> 

been levere, ~nd vigilant, a!1d vigorom, mig [ha* 
been of m&h u'fe politically ,in removing goyern-
ment from m'a ~bvidiou's details . . But as every 
thing is go0'1 0 bad, as it jos related or com,bined, " 
government be~ng relaxed hbove '5, i[ was relaxed , J 
below, an? .the brains of [he people gq.,wing more 
agd more '- addle wilh every fort of vin-onary fpe
culation, the 01iftings of the f~en~ in the .proy:~~ 
c"ial theatres he came only preparatives t a revoll1~ 
tion in tht kIngdom, and tbe popular ;laIngs tr,er~, ' 
onl1 e rebearfals . of [be terrible · drama' of [he , " 

. . 1 
.public. . . ~ r • 

Tyranny an'ci cruelty may ake men jllftly w~fu... 
. . ; ' .. 

the downfall oJ: nbufed powers, but I believe .that ~ : ' 
,- no go\'etomeQ.l ever yet p~ri!hed from ' a~1 ,oth~r 

direct call're than itls Qwn weakneCs. My ' opinio'n 
is agljnO: an ~ver-doing of any fort of admi.niftra
tion, and l1!ore efpecially aga' !t ,[his moil: hlO
mentoU6 of .nil meddling on [be part of authority; 
lh.e meddling with the' fubfiftenc f the pe~ple. 

FIN 1 S 
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