
. 
E TRADE OF THE 1) Pant. 

TNt qilllCllioDs of this building are two hundred eighty-two feet .in front, WOo 
undred thirty-two deep. and' one hundred fixteen high, exclulive Qf tbe .cupola. It 
ft thr~e millions of guilders ", when money was more valuable than it is now; 
is may be the more eafiIy reconciled, if we confider that no Jd's than thirteen 

ufand large piles were driven. to make a foutldation for thill ponderous b~en. 
ether in this fum they include all the plafonds t and other paintings, of hich 

)itrc: rc fome very valuable, is not effcntial .to our prefent purpofe. Behind e feat: 
of the prefiding burgomafter is a complimental ,infcription in DlJTCH vl'rfe, wrote 
by c~ flUYGENS. one of their morl: eminent poets, which feems to argue reofe 
they had of the fecure efrabli1hment of the frate at that time:. 

To give a miaute de of this t oula require mot'e labour and ob-
fervation, than I had in . atiop, or Idfure, w 00 it. W ~ cpofider it 
as a very grand and u{¢ bUilding, but DQ.t degant flor tains 
moft: of the offices a trtbuoals, for the execution of Ght ral , 
braocbes of the miJitarJ as well as civil govcrnll1ent~ 

l"T is coni1:antly remarkfd by foreigners. that the entrance of this building is very 
mean, and not worthy the other parts of the ftrutture; the rc,'afon affigned for this 
is, that in confulting the frrength and uCefulnefs of this work. the architeCt pur­
pofely negleCted the beauty of it. Had the doors been proportioned, they would 
have been more fubjeCt to be forced, upon occa.fion of thofe tumultuous a~mblie,s 
of the people, which are not unfrequent in this country b. The ftadthoufe is guarded 
.Juring the night by a body of the burghers, who aEe thus charged with the care of 
the great refervoir of the wealth of the UNITED PROVINCES. In the lower apartmC"n2S 
of this building is the bank, ifil which are fuppofed to be depofJted immenfe treafures : 
the keys of them are lodged in the hands of tht four regent bUl'gomafters. Some 
report that thefe treaCures amount to three hundred ton~ of gold; and thofe who 
have faith enough to think it true, have this to fay, that the value of fa much gold 
is, not above thirty-two millions fterling; and the debt of the UNIT ED PROVIN~ES is. 
yet larger, as 1 thall have occafion to mention hereafter. The real fum here depe-

• fited, is perhaps not known to any, one perfon living; and even the computation in. • 
the grofs, exccpt fuch. as I hav:e already mentioned" is kept as an impenetrable fe­
eret: and no doubt there are many good rearons why it ought to be fo~. 

TH I notion of credit fupports a great part of the commercial intereft of mankind'; 
as it had its original foundation in reality, the bufinefs of the world is carried on by 
means of it, perhaps as well as if that reality frill exifted. How long this falbion­
willlaft. I will not prcfume to foretdl, probably as long as national faith. Banks 
are maintained upon a certain prindple of foctal confidence; not fo much I believe 

from 
• Thee hunclr~ thoufand pound.. II In 151.5' the anabaptifts formed a confpiracy, and fix 

h.undred mell, dGriDg the nigit, forced tl\e toWft-hOllre. A bl1J'g~ took the precaution to cut the ropes 
oftbe be1l., by wlaic:h meaD8 he prevented the alarm from fpreading, aud the rebel. from ftrengtheasng 
their IIlIIDben I Co thac dae acxt da, daey were ~ ill the towD ·houfe, and put to death. J D '5 3S the 
{patica raified another COJDmotioD, and rlO .abd iDto- the- flNets, men aad WGmCll, intending by dread· 
(uI ~ to intimidate the inhabitarats. and feIze oa the towra-houlC J bat tbiI piece of extravagant fpU,. .w only in the cbaftifcmeat of fevera1 of the ~mo .. of it. 

C They fay kiIlg WILLlAM III. wu oace qaCftioned OD cUt f'abjea, by one who perhaps wu not di­
~ for hi, gndcrblulin,. This priaCe ~erccl c~ Cu ~a keq. a (ca~ t~ 
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from' any ~ opinion wbl 'men have of each other's juftice, as from a mutqa! 
tye of intereIt, and to prevent that diftrels which might follow, thouJd the kROt 

",ncf untycd. 

~ 
bank of AMST'ERDAM differs very much from that OhONDON. In the'r 

aU th calb is lodged without paying any intereft; in the laft, as great fumS1lTe at­
kno dged to be lent to the government, which pays intereft; that intereft Ii. 
paid the proprietors of the flock. • 

As the bank of ANlSTU,DAM receives ooll the bell: and pureft coin or buUion • 
th~ bank-money, as properly de~, a premium of !OGr or nve per 
cent. more than the 'current • If a mall is defirous to rJiiZe bis eftate, he 
fells ,his ok~ fer money, with ~ter facility tban we fell bank-
ftock. ~the, cnakCfJPYa;entS after tfte manntr of the bank of VENICE ., viz. 
bl :tis r in the boo'les of the bnk from the ~t of one to the credit of another: 
tlieee transfers are made by the perronal appearance of the transferrer; by his order, 
for which there are printed forms; or by virtue of his power of attorney. No coill 
'Or fpecie whatfoever, when onCe delivered into the bank, is paid out again, unlefs 
in cafes of depofites, where the identical gold or fitver is reclaimed by him who 

. delivered it in, and for that purpore he has a permit, renewable every fix months, 
Qtherwife to become invalid i in the laft cafe the calb or bullion fo delivered, is 
blended with the common ftock, and transferable only in the manner already men­
tioned. The accounts which are kept by the bank are remarkab1y regu'lar and true, 
which is indeed the more effential as here are no bank-notes; fo that the merchant 
or other creditor, has only [0 confer occafionally, in order to fee that his accounts 
agree with thofe 'of the bank books. Tho" this bank pays no intereft, yet it re­
oeives intereft for the fums tent to the EAST and WEST INDI A companies; fa that 
thefe companies rradl", in fome meafure, for account of the fiate. The city is thus 
conneCted with the bank, as being 10 immediately under the direCi:ion of the chief 
burgomafters; fo jt is aHa bound for the LOMBARD h, where monies are lent on the 
fecurity of aU kinds of merehand1ze at a low jntereft. 

THE large rums 'Of money which have been lent to the Dt7TCH government, are 
intirely independent 0f this hank; the revenues of the relpeetive provinces being 
engaged as a feeurity for (ueh. fllm~, and for w,hich they give bonds. Thefe debts 
have been made into a ftock, which bearing a reafonable intereft, was at firft above 
par; but ,chat 1lock being ,taxed, or more properly the intf'reft redwced. and not 
always ,paid in a pllnctual n:anner, the principal is fallen under par. This being 
-confidered as a kind of violation of national fuitR, neceifarily fillks the credit of the 
aale. 

~HOUGH the public rntereR: in CR.lAT 1R1'l'AJN is alf0 red~ced, it is not felt ill 

,.this manner; on the cORtrary, the principal frock, which is a token of great pro· 
pe~y, is Jately much inereafed in value; whilft the DUTCH are obliged (6 fubmir. 

F 2 • not 

• The bank of VI lite £ i. the more ancient of tbe two, and probably fcrved II a model to this of ~-
.JilU-UI. II L'IU.UT, ~..clcnominatccl by tbcJ).u:rc..ll. 



~ftM.PAR SO lOP THE. B IT H· Plrt r. 
to the rcdu&io of intortft; b~t alfo to the diminution of the valUe of the 

'. . 

ITH regard to the government of AMSTERDAM~ the fpbjeCl: has been exhau ted 
mer writers, I wiJ1 only take notice that there are twelve burgomafte~hO 

_ataI!~ by rotation, and of there, four are regentJ annually, ODe of the form . year fl"" ri'emajning. Proper officers are appointed to attend thefe burgomafte ,who 
are in moft refpe8:s of very great weight, as the cbief dirt'ctors in this popul go. 
vernrflent. As the fenate has the legifiativc-, the burgomafters have. for th moll: 
part, the eJ[~c\ltive pows:r; aQid their influence is necetrarily the caufe of their being 
held in the higbeft ven~ Tile ong1,* e of this government, feems to 
haye belen round«l in the tions of the .d)OQ I'eople, and their rulers elected 
by their fuffi'age i but aa • low min&.· l1I.t'W'aUy apt tD or cd . n~iQufnefs, 
Ind confequently to de it was. r~rs of time. ~hd MCc«ary to. 
confi~e thofe elect" 001 ~plrti~r bodies;. that is in faa fer rhe m-siArarcs .t(> .. 
chufe thernfelves ~ this alro hiS produ~ed its evils, and occafioned jeaioufies and· 
tumults, to which we Iftay adtl, inftability, and confequently the infecurity of the · 
late. 

BEFOJU I take my leave of AMSTERDAM., I muft obferve to the honour of the­
DUTCH, that as they acknowledge themfelves to be a colony of mer~lu1nts; and' 
that civil government is dfencial to trade j they do not think the civil offices con,­
ternptible; nor do perfons of high rank from indolence, or a falfe drlicacy. de­
cline thefe offices. and leave them to the inferior inhabitants. It might be wifhed 
that LONDON. whore chief glory is htr trade, paid the fame regard to the offices of 
civil reconomy: it is true, fome ofche moO: confiderable citizens have lately taken . 
the virtuous refolution of ferving the community in this d'fential point i and it may, 
be hoped that others w.ill follow their example. 

C HAP. VIII. 

umparifon of tbe de};t ()f tbe UNITEg PltOVINCES witb .tbat of GREALT BRlTAJN •. 

'fbe fituatio1l of BRITISH [uhjetJs i1l relard to their debl. . :I'be reduftion of 1lational. 
i1ltereft. Mgral rejltfliolls 011 tbe WID/wes If) teCQ1IDmy. 

FR OM the conflderation of the enormous debt of the UNITED PILOVIN£;ES, and 
the prefent condition of the DUTCH, the tranfition is natural to that of my own. 

country. The circumftances of GREAT BRITAUl are incomparabJy better than thofc 
of the UNITED PROVINCES; the immoveable eft ate of the latter is not,computed one· 
fortieth part fo good as ours, though their debt. at the loweft. computation, is faid , 
o be half IS great, and before the late war was near equal·. It iuemarkable that, 

in order to fave their money, the DUTCH plead poverty, and report their debt to be 
Neher greatc'r. than fome apprehena it ~aJ}y to be. HOwe .... ff.· J hink it wiU aF-· 
pelr .to. the inquifitive world, that on egard 1'O venality, and...the want of public. 

'. F oui-'hUAd.ted. mil1iQII of .fkWGI •. Of 
love.\ 
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Jove, the peopJe of the U ITiD PROVIHCES eXceed thafe Of Ga..AT BRITAI •• 

Whether 1 am partial to my own country, and that the ceft of this opinion will de-
on which nation falls firft, we muft leav~ to futurity. . 

E dangerous power exercifed am'ongft the 0 UTCH, was demontlrated by t 
tond of their rulers in the late war, and again by the occafional tumuJu of 
comm n people: it is frill a dangerous exercife of power, whether a mob or a 
gi/lrat governs without law. But in any cafe, that frate would hardly fubmi 
{pong without a civil commotion: an attempt to wipe off their debt would 
bJy involve them in a greater di/lrefs, than the heavy contributions of the otN-u:;" 
which are neceffary for the relief of it. 

AT the eWe of king WI1..LtAM'S war the province of HOLI:AND was engaged 
only n key millionaofguildeB b

• It was in this reign that GRIAT .IlITAIN brgan 
, 00 cQi'l aft debts I know Dot if it is warth the pains to exarniAt', hoW we came to 
he w deep in debt, unlefs that enquiry can diminHh it: perh(\ps the rapid progrefs 
f this N ECISSAR Y EYIL is owing to the ambition of the hook of BOURBON, which, 

has been the occafion of expenfive wars. We know that the ambition of that very 
houfe has involved FRANca in the fame difficulty, perhaps in no leIS a degree; . 
whilft property in an arbitrary government cannot be fo fecure ae it is in a free ftate :. 
eonfequently the people of FRANCE are fo far in a worfe condition, in refpeCl: to the 
debt of their govemmen~ than ,the BRJTJSH fu~eas. BlIt may we impute this ac· 
eident, wjth regard to ourfelves, to the facility with which neceffities or expences are 
created, when men know where there is a fund to fupply them; or to a corruption 
of manners, and the profufe luxuries, which are became fafhionable? Be this as it: 
may, it mufr be obvious to every difpaffionate enquirer, that the iocreafe of pro- · 
p,erty by trade, is a concomitant caufe of the increak oi the national debt in GREAT 

BRITAlN. , 

WE find political ' writers differ very much ih their f~ ntiments; and, from the · 
comparifon of the pafr and prefent times, draw very different concJufions : this muft 
neceffarily happen, whenever, we compare things, which , are not the proper objeCt 
of comparifon. It is very plain, that, before the' revolution, the BRITISH nation I 
was not incumbered wjth a debt: it is now deeply immerged, and engaged to pay 
a very large fum annually in interefr; and yet, I hope, no one will doubt, . that 
GREAT BR1TA" 1l is- at Ie aft as rich and powerful a nation now, as it was then. 
The reconomy of the frate, and of the people, muft confequrntly have taken a very ' 
different rurn. Ollr wars have been more expenfive, becaufe hone/ly.and national 
love have been lefs in faOiion c. Perhaps, with more a:conomy, we might have 
faved , a coilflderable quantity of coip an4 bullion, which have been fent out of the · 

nation : . 

II Six millions of pounds. . C To what otber caufe can we implite our wars being more expenfive 
nOw than they were formerly? ' The value of things is not increared beyond the proportion of the mcreafe 
of riches. As we are now better able to pay • tax of fix miJIions, than formerly of three or fOllr; if that 
which cnll only three or four, is now worth fix, there is no greater ocrafion to make-war more e pen-five, . 
·iA proportion to ollr revenues, DOW, han there wae th"n ' linters we come back to the (arne argl1menr, 
'hat the formidable eJforta of ... A N ('I have pat U8 Wlder a nece!lity of preparing greater Seets and armies , 
&han formerly. It would be •• ry well.if we i:.euW prove &om..tbence, that the public is treated ilt rfefent 
"lith •• ~ re~ .. t,cr ~ was.. , 



COM~ARISON OF "T 'HE BRITISH Pan I. 

FROM tbis lit ai pofition it may be deduced, that though the public debt has 
been the ciwe ofpublic taxes~ yet it is 0 ins alfo to tlle fame caufe, that thoufands 
have hvet1 opon • intereft of their money, when hey muLt have otherwife en­
croached upon the principa ; and, imponrifhing cb.em[eives, have done more in­
jury to the ftate, than it now fuffers by the public debt; becaufe the fiate has [0 
enlarged a credit beyom~ any private perfQll. , . 

ACCOR,1)' P to the pttfent circumftances of tbiags, a public debt is undoubtedly 
a benefit I but ours is too large: tb great point is to 0 [erYe the due meafure and 
degree of it" Thirty or forty mil' s may be always conv.conient; and, if the ftate 
fhould require fo much in rime war, -eftn fifty C1r D ty.cnillions may be fup­
pOl!table without danger to the con tuc-ian There is a certain proportion'of taxes, 
:beyQnd which the inhabitants will nor. ,or cannot ay, without danger to their Ii· 
«rty. If our debt fhouJd ever txcee.d fum, for which the@ov('rnment cannot pay 

P ill interefl:, wi~ut exaCtin&: ier , than rue ~ we art fuppofing to 
be 4:oaqftent 1 tboug hberty be cred to rdent gt'neracion, yet 

e JDuft eotail Iuch an cncu an poIedt.)', IS wil ~dJy conGa with their 
tdom. 

I 
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pounds. So vail a principal f~m would necefi'arily alarm the creditors on tvery oc­
canon of tim Inft dan • I~ proportion as that alarm increafed, .pubJic love among 
~ople would be nged mto' a timorous felf-love, and a LOOK.ING OUT. each for 
l hlu1!f; and the {late might thus be reduced to bankruptcy. 

THE prefent reduction of intereft to a ftandard {Jf three and half per cent. fe 
to have all the marks of a judicious and equitable policy. ; but if we were go, 
much :ower, the queftion is, -if the ftate would not fuffer more by the diftrefs hr. 
<lividuals, than benrfit by ~ fdving in this manner? Suppofing a farther red 'on 
fuould no ways injure the national credit, yet it. would fall too hard upon th who 
ha ve no other pomble dependance thaa ...wonal intel"(ft; onfcqu dy e~-
die-nts of a more general naturo fi Annuities on h. for iAfi:ance" 
have been r meQdedJ appear bcttft' e (fate than til« people; and yet 
numbers Id a«ept or e. If the has patience to walt for twenty 
·years, may perhaps thirty or forty miNions of this debt paid off, in the·me-
thod already eftablifhed , perhaps. we fhal1 be able to fupport ourfelves with honor 
and r.rety in fo long a peace, er the accumulated ftrength of our neighbours may 
not, at the expiration ot that timt, render it neceffary to fwdl the debt u great as; 
i~ was bt'fore, and· entail this incumbraoee on pofterit')'. 

0. the two evils howev~~, the more fpeedy diminutien of the debt appears die· 
mofl: eligible, fuppofing that it would tend moft to the fecurity of this vall: pro-· 
percy. It is not a fufficient· conrolation to thofe- who extend their views beyond the­
prefent hour, nor yet connftent wich the dignity of the nation to fay, ". that fo long. 
" as the government exifts, the public fecurity of the funds will be fupported.'· As. 
a commercial nation, we ought to cakulate better, than to run a Tifft greatly exceed-· 
ing all the advantages we can poffibly propore. This is putting the thing upon a. 
dangerous and fallacious iffue; for it feems much lefs difficult to imagine a conti· 
nuance of the independency of the nation, through the viciffitudes to which it is., 
fubject; than of the ftlpport of the public credit, through the neceflities to which, 
the government may be reduced; efpecially if we fhould be foon . involved in ano­
ther fo~midable war; that may fhake the found~tions. of this (ionfiitulton. 

THOUGH GREAT BRITAIN has juft grounds to· complain of her vice and im­
mora1iti~s, there feerns to be religion and virtue enough left in the iOand, to. 
create a fubmiffion to'the difpenfations of providence, even in a cafe fo {bocking, 
at that of plunging eighteen or twenty thoufand people, with ten times as many ' 
more who are their dependents, and-the meaneft of them above the labouring parr­
of the people, at one ftroke into the loweft poverty. But tbe evil would be ex­
tended to very remote confequence" whilft the national ftock would not be in the­
leaft increafed; unlefs we fuppofe foreigners who have their money in our hands, 
muft alfo fubmit to fee us turn bankrupts, and at the fame time hold fuch a rich, 
landed cftate as ours, unenpged for aoy future payment. What politicians arfce. 

the e 

• • It may be doab~ which of the two is tie treater evi1. to {ufFer the diminutioa of interet, . during. 
life. or the lor, of die priocipal after death. Wive chen are DO families in the cafe. the latter fcema tbe. · 
mol ~. otllerwiCe it wOaJd certainly be. Je6 eYil.tQ (dcr a reduaion of ~ lCYCIWCS witholll atfcd 

dao p.l'iDcipaJ. clap £0 .. a1Dlll' •. chi1c&cD to tic pIu(td iDeo poverty' .. 



1" CO .PARISO OF TI:IE. - 1 Party. 
wfo who fuppofe this nation fo corrupt as to run fueh a rtfk wiet.o.1t OJ.: general 
benefit? The property of the merchants is in a great meafurecOllRtaed with the 

ublic credit: if that credit fhould fail, what an immenfe • ulltion 'Would c~. 
what a wound would our commerce receive, in confequence 0 the lors of thapl.!1a- f 

inary wealth which is now as good as real! J , 

11\ is true, WI! have an -example in FRA NeE of no antient date, of a large oati;nal 
.debt beinu paid with a fponge: but FR ANCE was, and frill is, under arbitrary 
power; tbe HONOR OF INDIVIDUALS is confequently at a much lower ebb than 
amona us' and what could WE expett for fo national a crime as this, but the ten-
fold - ? 

•• ftY;,« com iIi"preteod tQ ~hat a nation, 
computed upon a fair IaiOn to be WO &Oln fi d to hundred 
minions, cannot pay a debt of eighty milliOns. The .. , p, rent; 
the great point is, to ffty foch an equal tax as ttall not dift~r; the poor, nor ve 
the rich any J un ' lure of -cortlplaint. Whatever is done, ought to be cakulaced 
for the main end . n view, . Which is the prefervation of liberty., in the manner moll 
pratl:icable and agtt'eable to . the genhU of the peolJle. The debt was contraCl:cd to 
fuppl y the exigencies of the fiate, and fo protect the whole body of the nation; the 
-whole body of the nation then are obliged to repay it; and if the fiate requires it, \ 
not by taxes on the common people, but according to the proportions of the atl:ual 
poifdTIons of every individual k ~ in fuch a manner as 1hould not appear in the leaft 
tdegree defrrudive of liberty. Thore who urge that great part of this fum has been 
rlevoured in bribes, unjuft accounts, and a whole lin of crying enormities under paa 
adminiftrations, fay very little to the purpofe; for if this is NOT true, the argument 
.amounts to nothing more than a calumnious report,; and if it is trl1e, though we 
mull: own they are injuries committed againll: the whole community, yet they are 
injuries of foch a nature, that the whole community are anlwerable for them to 
themleJves, ~ muft foe their own fakes make good the conlequences of them. 

MEN who think 1<>btrly on thi1i fubjc~ will hardly conceive that a BRITISf! go­
vernment has ever entertained fo impious a thought, as to mean to annul this debt; 
.or that any parry fecredy with for it; confequentlyaU POLITICAL PREDICTIONS on 
~his prmciple ought to be treatt'd as dilhonorable reveries, and melancholy deluGons. 
We ought rathet: to fuppofe, that the landed as well as monied intereft of the nation, 
roean to .ply off th;s debt in fuch a ne~e1fary proportion, as wiU frrengthen our cre­
<iit, already fo judly fuperior to that of any other nation. 

THAT GREA7 BRITAIN i& immenfely rich, is indubitabte. A land ux of one !bil­
ling produces half a million to the crown; and if the alfeffinent was juft and equal, 
and the char~ of colleCting r-tduced. it would then amount to a whole milJion: it 
follows, that the annual rev-tnwel the proprietors of land only, are twenty mil­
lions; coniequently at the moderate computation of tWenty years purchafe, the va­
lue is four hundred millions; may not the annual induftry of this natioo be deemed 

. ~~ 

, ~ym one per cent. per I'Im1lm 08 real JrOJIert)', nddt.: of«'ber1aet, ould, ill fix or eiglt)'al't, r-1ICe I vaft CR&fur~ 
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efJutl to the ~uce-of above half as mud~ more. not to mention the plate, jew Is, 
money, mines lind hotlfes • ? 

the other hand, if tne proprietors in good earneft: felt the evil at their doors, 
and that they are the teal debtors, and fubject to be arrefted by each other: if thef. 

i~er of fequeftration by civil war, Or in confequence of foreign invali 
I'low greatlf",,)uld this valuation fink! I am not verfed in political arithmetic, 
I will fuppo(e the value in queftion to be only fix hundred millions in the wh 
would not a gradual diminution, Of rather change of property of five or fix i 
hundred of this national ftock, in the fpace of eight or ten year and I hope I f1 
is no danger of being involved in a war .be a lefs evil conrinue fo 
deeply in debt as we now are ~ D enricbprQprietors of 
the ninety-four ? B' all ta tvery branch or trade', and on 
every art-be dimi . in fo great a degree, that efe 
hinetI p*!" t be valuable than the hundTed are now b. Jf this 

monftrated. we {eeM fa be in the circumbnces of that mifer who oft:-red 
a tttu Ihg to be bled, but the (urgeon demanding lialf a crown, befol'e the come(1: 
was det:ided, the man died. This may be our cafe, for we are fubject to a politi-
cal, as well as a natural death. .. 

SOMSTRJNO of this fort would certainly be bro~lght into execution, if every pro­
prietOr would fay to his own heart~ " I am B.lttering myfelf into a belief that lowe 
U nothing, when I really owe a tenth part of my cftate; which if 1 do not offer to 
" payoff in part, though the government lhould not compel me to it, the danger 
" my children are expofed to of loring the whole. is greater than the inconvenitnce 
" of paying my fuare at -this time. Can I an(wer it to my confcience co leave the 
" poor to pay MY DEBT from their daily labour? Is it pallible chey CAN pay it 
h whilft the taxes do little more than anfwer die intereft of this debt, and the cur­
" rent annual expen1:e of the government in 'time of peace ?. 

THE reader may lal1gh at the ex-preffion MY DEBT, till he confiders that the term 
MY COUNTRY in this land of Iibeny is adopted as proper; the firft indeed means a 
deprivation of a good, as the laft implies the polfeffion of one. The debt of the 
public is certainly a debt of a number of individuals; but b~caufe everyone con­
fiders the furn in the grofs, and thinks but with repugnance on his proportion of it, 
the mind being 10ft on the one fide in the greatnefs of the idea, and diftrelfed on the 
other by the painfulnefs of it, turns 'to rome other object. 

A R! we not bound, in proportion to the degree of power and fortune we pof­
reft, to ad: 8S if this debt was our own, in the common fenCe of the word? If every 
member of the body politic thus con6dered himfelf, he could not with common ho­
netty avoid being anxious to tlea himfelf of his ibare, in a ncceJfary proportion, as 

already 

• Some ~ed calculaton make- the rC'llftuafOJl tlle (upport of the peoprt and dae &O\llel'lUDCnt {orty-
millions. which correCponds with the fuppoition I have made abnvp • 

• The val ~pcnce ~a,::.ment i ... t in colleaiDI taxes would revert into the natioaal treafurics. 
well __ dw laOo .. of ao .cliftiiNI&.omploymeot. 
VOL.tl. • G 
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already obferved; and to exert his utmoft abilities that others Ihould perform their 
duty i,n like manner, and make (elf-love and focial the fame common principle. 

- ~-

THOUGH the riches o£ fome., or the poverty of otbers, may make them repu~1iint 
to the receipt of. any part of their principal money, and though it may be imagined ) 
'pat national funds which pay intcreft are national Dt'nefits ; yet it feel1'}; t,0. _ a 

glaring abfurdi ty, that we had better remain so DEEP i? <I t' bt, than ~arge ANY 

VA T of it; unkfs we had at the fame time a fi nking fund annually accumulating, 
and 'devoted to the fupport of a war, or any important call of the nation. Such a 
fund can hardly be ruppofed, for then the government would pay a.large intereft for 
a fum lying dead, out of pure Jove to fuch people who might be ignorant how to 
employ their money in a." tll:ber way. fi.:)S, refume, mo(\: natural to imagine, 
that the lefs we owe, the. higher intereft the ic affo rd to t;ivc upon an emer· 
gen~y: for that emergency we ought to be ready: we know it will c me: if we 
jlldge from the experience of paft ages, it is, humanly fpt'aking, as certairr as death, 
though we know not the time of either. Money ns plenty now. but experience 
does not warrant its bt'ing fa in time of war; on the contrary, an unprofitable peace 
is fometimes fllbmitted to, merely for want of money, though we are at the fame 
lime fo 'ich a nation i which proves how the want oJ puhlic love may fubvert a 
monarchy. The higher intereft the nation gives, the greater fums it can raife a" 
and confeql1ently whilft money, as well as good 'foldi ers, is confeffedly the finews­
of war, the fairer we bid for a fecure and Jafting, peace. 

PE RHAPS it may be alfo found, that this debt, as is generally experienced among. 
private men, wounds the reconomy of the ftate; if it does not prevent fuch a num­
ber of !hips of war being confrantly employed, as might tend to the better fupporc 

-of our naval ftrength. -

WHAT but the confideration of this debt could have fa long induced a nation famed 
through the world for humanity, . to raife a tax on the milerable poor, for the liberty 
of deftroying themfelves with liquid fire,whilft it became a provocation to them to 
deftroy others alfo,~nd endanger the very foundations of fociety ? 

F R OM, hence it muft appear of how great importance it is to dimini!h a national 
debt, when we fee fo {hiking an inftance of the neceffities of a government arifing 
from that debt. No one will pretend to fay that a minifter, who is a man of fenfe 
~nd humanity, could be either ignorant or carelefs in this refpea. Is it however 
pollible that a minifter !hould fce the people indifferent with relation to the public, 
and without any fcruple enriching themfelves beyond the due meafure out of the pub­
lic money, without being alarmed? A miniftry lefs moderate and difinterefted than 
the prefene, might be almoft tempted to confider the government ann the people in 
a dift-ina view: for what is more according to the corruption of the human heart 
than this, that when a people do not obferve their duty with regard to the goyern­
ment, the governmene !hould have the lefs tendernefs for the people? Is not this 
confideration fufficient to rouze a nation to a fenfe of virtue? 

• 

• The contrary is maintained by fame, but that can be only in time of peate and C&fety, and at be~ 
l'fOYCt only tllat the people know not how to employ IIll their l1loney'. 
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THERE are without doubt many political points of l1niverfal concernment to a na­
tion, and yet not eafy to be l1nderftood. J t is the bufinef5 only of a few to know all 

~cret fprings which move a government j hence we may jufrly entertain a jea~ 
lOll y of our private apprehenfions. Some points however will be canvatred, whe­
her they are ll~derftood or. not: every body can talk, though fome may not clearly 

under t lelr own meamng. 

WE ought to thank heaven for what is already done towards our relief. By the 
particular countenante thewn by the miniftry, and the generous efforts of the PA­
TRIOT CITIZEN, the intereft of the national debt is reduced. There were fome 
ftrllggles in obtaining this necelfary, great, add valuable poin~. That patriot citi­
zen will not, I fear, live to fee his fcheme earned into executio in all its parts. 
The red ion of intereft feems to be in etfefi a fumptuary law, which ought to ex-
tend to an ranks and orders. • 

I PRESUME that men even in the greateft offices, profefs to be no more than fer­
vants of the people; the foundation of a free government fuppofes the firft regaJd 
due to them: confequently jf the neceffities of the people, for the fupport of the 
frate, require their Jiving lower in THEIR rank; thofe whom they enable to live in 
fplendor, according to the nature of their refpeCl:i"le offices ih the ftate, ought in all 
rea~on to contribute in PROPORTION; for this plain rearon, that inftead of weaken­
ing their own digllity, and by this means hurting the community, they will proba­
bly, do it the greatefr fervice, and anfwer tbe wife ends for which ,the people have 
agreed to [upport them in that fplendor. ' 

, A 1.IBERAL allowance is perhaps at all times necelfary to the principal officers in a 
great ftate; and if fome prodigality is countenanced when that ftate is in a flOllrifh­
in'}' condition, what mighty injury can it receive? But can a ftate be faid to flouri/h . 
in t::the fenre of. the prefent argument, when it is involved in a heavy debt? To make 
no diftinftion feems to arglle as grofs an impropriety as the condua of that private 
man who, when his eftate is without incumbrance, lives up to the height of it, and 
when it becomes de~ply mortgagfd, {lill makes the fame expence. He I}1ay per­
haps have the addrefs to fllppOrt himfelf for a confiderable time; but if winds blow 
down his barns, or mortality rage among his cattle, what will become of his eftate ? 
Nations are fllbjea to calamities as well as private men; and the exercife of human 
wifdom is as necefIi ry in public as private affairs. 

UPON the oec. fion of the !ate reduction of national interefr, neighbouring nations 
began a to gaze with wonder as if the golden age was reftored to this iOand, and 
that this reduCtion of national intereft would be followed by that of national pen­
fion s, and of the great fabries antk'xed to fome offices, fo as CO bear a proportion 
to the SAVIN os upon the arti Ie of interefr, and thus enable the government to make 
great advances in the payment of the national debt. In this, THEm opinion has Ollt· 
I'un OUR vi tue; bUt much may be expected from the equal fpirit that prevails in 

. the kgifiatmc. It is true, fpeculative and active virtue differ extremely. Thare are 
G 2 always 

• The Pal ti C II minillerfl, I am told .. declared without referve, that they thought the thing im,praCU­
cab(c. 
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i,lw,ys more philofoyhers in th~ory than in praltice J yet it ought to be prefurned 
t thofe who think juftly, will endeavour to aa contiftently. . 

,Jt!t~ ' 

EVE;RY man of great rank and office in this nation muil: either believe that our <*bt 
~ really' an objetl: o~ danger, or that we ar.e ci:>njur~ng up a fpirit for the pleafure of • 

ing fri O'htened; If the former, fuppofing he wIthes the happ/nefs .of I . ",vU cr , 
which ought to be prefumed, will he not in his ferious homs reafond nus with his 
ow heart? U I fee my country involved in a heavy debt, which injures her foreign 
" infjuence and. her domeftic focuriry. It is true our affairs are mending; the interefl: 
" of IqOney is lowered, but can this produce ~o fpeedy a reduCtion of the national 
"d II OW' welfare r' Is it in Fower to do any real fervice to my 
1U coontl7 1 Is it not my to contriburc to her wants? The circllmftances of the 
IS ,imes are fueh, that I. not called upon f« .. ny redudi'lO of the faJ..- which I 
" rc:.ceive of the publiCt and perhaps my example will not make any i lOn _ 
c& but if the thing is right and proper to me, it is fo to all perfons under the fame 
" circumftancrs as 1 am' nor will .it be lefs right, hough it lhoukl be deemed an 
" affeCtation of popularity, an enthufiafm in politics, or a rank hypocrify. Some 
" body muft hegin: it may not be ronveoient for the minifter: 1 confefs it appears 
"'. to me jllft and confiftent; and my confcience dit1ates it to me; f can Jive with 
" moft ,HONOR on.a fmaller income; for inftead of pampering my dependents in a 
" luxurious fuperfluity, I MAY become an infirllment of providence tofave eight or 
~, nine millions of people who are all d ar to me, from the miferies of civil war, 
" or the defpotic tyranny of fome bold invader: but it is certain I lhall perform an 
" act ofjuftice to my country. llhall do a charity which I hope will be acceptable 
" in the fight of GOD. I fuall exprefs my gratitude to the public, as that com­
" mon benefaCtor by which my anceftors have been fupported through fo many 
" age ; and by which I h ve myfelf enjoyed all the comforts and delights .of the 
" happieft government in the world, under one of the beft of kings. Perhaps in the 
" ch in of effeCts, and the courfe of a wife and good providence, this tingle action 
" might alfo be a means of pre[erving the welfare of a great part of E U ROP E; for if 
" the ~ncient vJrtue of this ill nd is reftored to it; the native valour of my country­
" men may eftablifh them as the arbiters of EUROPEAN liherty, or at leaft fccure our 
! ' own on the molt permanent bafis." 

WERE fuch vilionary fpfcula ions brought into aaioo, which is at leaft pollible ; 
would a mininer deny his acquiefcencc to SUCH A CONDUCT, and think SUCH A MA 

a lunatic; or rejoice to fee an inftance of difinterefted and generous regard to the 
(:ommunity? Would he be forry to find himfelf in a fair way of being reJieved 
from thofe perplexities in which minifters in GREAT BRITAIN have been generally 
involved? Would he lament (0 fee a large faving to the nation, inftead of that 
anxiety which attends a want of money for the purpofes of government? 

IF SUCH A CONDUC'J were the iffue of a foHd judgment and well-regulated affec­
tions; and if the ne~emties of the nation do n:quire SUCH A CONDVCT; it may be 
alked. why is not this, or fomething equal t it, brought into ex cution by the mj­
nifier, who has the power? Is not this begging the queftion? Would a minifter in 
GllEAT BllITAlN have ANY POWJIll AT ALL, !Q h~ to attempt nlaki g the pco1?le 

2 vu-
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virtuous in defpite of themfelves? It is impoffible that he can be ignorant of the ill­
clination of the people; and if they have not virtue enough to fave the nation, that' 

~ themfelves, whenever the matter is brought to this i1Tue, what power Oll earth 
can fave them? 

liv ating with their bad affections, a minifter might bring the people to a 
fpeedier rUl or by a judicious oppofition of them, ward off the blow for a time; 
but can he fupport the people againft their wills? Let us confider the thing in ano­
ther light: if thofe who enjoy places and penfions, and may, in fome ure, 
have the power of acting in this rcfpeet as they pleafe~ have too much wit, or too 
little virtue, to renounce any part of the profits arifing from ruch places and pen­
lions, from a <1onfideration that the ftate is in NEED; it w!ll not follow that the 
landed and commercial intrreft, which is incomparably the moft wealthy, may not 
cOl1tF' e as largely as the ftate requires. Such an UNBIASSED DISINTER TED-
ES~ would never be their ruin. The more virtue there is in the nation, the longer 

it will ftand: therefore if the plac. or penfion-man does not thew the nobility, or 
the COlll1tl1 gentlemen an example of patriotifm; if thefe begin, the effeel: will be 
near the fame. 

IN {hort, if the ruling paffion of perfons in any frate, is the prefervation of their 
country, they will rather confider the END, than the MEANS. They will fubfcribe 
to any lethod not in itfelfinconfiftent, rather than fpend their time in a fruit/efs dt:­
bate. I fuppofe we are frill a free and a wife nation; whatever method then the le­
giOature may appoint, the virtuous will unite in warding off every calamity to which 
the nation is expofed. 

A RESOLUTION of the legiOature to payoff a large proportion of the debt by taxes, 
unprecedented in thefe latter times, would appear to many.as an invafion of liberty, 
and a greater evil than to fuffer the debt to be paid in more moderate proportions . 

. On the other hand, fome apprehend it to be more inconfiftent with liberty, that we 
fhould owe fo heavy a national debt; and think it ollght to be reduced by extraor~ 
dinary taxes. If men o(fortune are of this 1aft opinion, and have virtue enough to' 
aet up to their principles, we thall foon owe a lefs exorbitant fum. If they are not 
of that opinion, or have not virtue to aet up to their principles, with what counte-
nance can they complain? ' 

.A defcription of HA E RL EM. 
and the HAGUE. 

C HAP. 

Rejlefti,ns on retirement in advanced age. 
A brief ai.COIml of the houje of ORANGE. 

O/LEYDEN 

ON the 16th of OCTOB,ER I took my leave of AMSTERDAM, where it was my 
• fortune to be at a feafon that was rude and difagreeable. Were the opIc in 

that city fo difpofed to kill themfelves in an ill humour as they are in another great 
trading metropolis, I1hould ~hink it at leaft as proper a place for thO pmpofe, e.rp~­

clally 
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,dally in the prefent month . When the froft comes on, they are more braced and 
,aaive, and at all times too bufy. to fall into this atrocious practice. I embarKed at 
he HAERLEM gate, taking the· roof the treckfcoot: thefe ftage-boats are ~'t- ' 

eme]y commodiolls, as they fet out at ftated hours, and perform their palfage at 
certain time almoft to a minute; but tne common part of the boat .is often ren­

dered infupporcable, from the cunom of fmoaking tobacco, fo highly Q.ffa7llV"e -to 
rorne perfoos. / . 

Tu.E H AERLEM canal is bounded by meadow· lands, well covered with horned 
.cattle but there are not many houfes near the b,mks. In two hours and a half we 
:reac~ RAE1ILEM. .. ,J. town of v~rx ~reat note, and not lefs diftinguifhed 
for its cleannefs. It is re ble for ble log, alfo for the manufacrory of linen, 
and fcftraJ other materia I('s. Here was a confid rabl ~.ganifon - foldiers: 
the fortification, in fome pms, is only a lofty brick waU. This pI"c:e id to 
have flourilhed fo early as the year 1 155. In 12.92 a revolution happened, in ttkh 
,great part of it was burnt: a circumftance of the like nature happened by accident 
jn 1347. In 1573 ;t was taken by the SPANIARDS, who treated the inhabitants 
with great cruelty; feventeen hundred men, the remains of the garrifon, were ei­
~her hanged, or put to the {word, for defending themfelves eight months. Here 
are twelve churches, of which four only are of the eftablilbed religion. HAERLEM 

lays claim to the invention of printing, which they attribute to LAWRENCE COSTER, 

who was born here about toe beginning of the fifteenth century. A little to the 
fomh of this city is the HAERLEM MEER~ which is a large lake. but as it abounds in 
fhal ows, and is too much expofed to the wind, the canal is much preferable for 
the commerce with AMSTERDAM. 

AFTER a 1hort fray I embarked for LEYDEN: the~ land behind HAE R LEU is hilly 
~nd fandy, and the banks of the LEYDEN canal are hjgoer than thofe of HAE RLUM. 

Here they cov r their cows with body-cloths, affigning this as a rearon, that by 
keeping their backs warm, they give milk the more abundantly. There are feve­
ral country hOllfes :lnd plantations of trees, and agreeabJe walks. About three 
miles ftom HAERLE.M is HARTCAMP, the country .. feat of old Mr. CLIHORD; this 
gentleman is poffdfed of a conCiderable fortune, and having a tafte for gardening, 
he paIres his time moftly in the country. 

THE acquilition of riches being, for the moll part, the fllpreme objeCl: of a 
DUTCHMAN'S attention; fe1dom any of them leave the world till the world leaves 
them. however indulgent providence may have been to them, with regard to the 
means of a comfortable and honorable retirement. It is no uncommon thing in all 
countries to grafp at the objeCts of avarice and ambition, even under the CirCllnl­
fiances of age and ficknefs; and though fuch men fee themfelves, jf they fee at all. 
fufpended by a hair, between the vjfibJe and invifible world, yet will they continue 
to be Jed by the delufions of the mind. It is true, there is nothing in which we are 
oft~ner miftaken, than in our apprehenfions of the pleafures of retiremt:nt, aj'ttr 
• 11fe devoted to bufiner.. Mrn of contemplative minos arc:.apt to think of this too 
ead" aad perfons of a contrary turn never imagine It is late enough. Active vir­

tue 

~ Tl.e Cabin. 
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tue is certainly preferable to that which is paffive only; yet'it feems unpardonable' 
in old men of eafy fortunes, who, having made the experiment, find that they CAN" 

brine,. themfelves to a relifh of a contemplative life, that they DO NOT devote the 
ar a~eft part of their latter days to it. Every profeffion, I belir-ve. has reafon 
~nough to rejoice in an opportunity of making up for the deficiencies of the earlier 
par~ _ . e; but fome callings, in a more peculiar manner, keep the mind in t\ con­
tinual burr . or, which is much the fame, in a clofer attemion to the concerns of' 
this world, t an is confiftent with the duties of religion. Old men ought to be 
ready to affifl: with their counfd: but is it not fometimes an injury to tbe foci y. 
for them to refllfe giving up the more aCtive fcenes of life? Thofe who are here 
ql1alifie 1, by their years and frrength, for a greater fertility and energy of thought, 
ihould certainly have the office which GOD and tllre ft ems to have appointed for' 
them. Mr. CLIFl'ORD, in thi refpect, has judged like a man of fenfe and virtue. 

IT may be obferved however, that, in commercial nations. men of the mo ad­
vanced age, and greateft fortunes, feem to think it as confifrent to die with a pen~ 
as with a prayer- book, in their hands. The opl1lency of nations, in [orne meafure, 
arifes from tbis fpirie; but it cannot be right policy to give more of om£ Ives to this 
world than belongs to it. Befides, moft of the good pllfpo[es of life relating to na­
tional welfare, may be an(wered by initiating our fons or relations into an early cafre' 
of commerce, and commiting it to their conduct before we die, under circllm­
ftances that may render it pleafimt, as well as profitable; rather than to leave them 
immenfe fortunes, perhaps to be fqtlandered after am death) merely for want of this 
precaution. 

THE difrance to LEYDEN is fifteen ENGLISH miles: we were fOllr hours exactly on 
the way. On the bank of the canal, near this place, is the feat of the famous ·Dr •. 
BOERHAAVE , now in the hands of a perfon of that name, who alfo profelfes phyfic. 
This place is well known for its univerfity, and great antiquity. It is alfo remarka-· 
ble for a confiderable manufactory of woollen cloth, which however, for fome years' 
pafl:, has very- much decreafed, partly owing to the decay of the PERSI A N trade 
carried on by the ARMENIANS, which equally affeCts the filk manufactorie-s of A M­

STERDAM b. There is a confiderable number of ftudents from all parts of EUROP F, 

and the univerfity is of great repmation. They have generally a very large garri­
fan: the city in itfelf is neat and agreeable; but, as mofr other places in the 
UNITED PROVINCES have too much wa-ter, this has not enough; nor has it fLich a 
Ci:ommunication with the fea as affords a proper motion by tides to keep the water' 
fweet. The gardens about it are extremely fruitful, and land bears a prodigious 
price. 

'In the year 1574 the SPANIARDS befieged this town, upon which occation the ' 
inhabitants, to the number of about twenty thoufand, behaved with fuch intrepid 
valour during a liege of five months, that the very women performed the military 
duty. Ahout fix thoufand died of the plague and famine; and being at length re-

duced 
• bIt apptars that the DUTCH were jealous 01 the IiNCLHH uaJ", through RUSSIA to PEUIA, and 
that Mr. DII DIEU applied in 1745 for the ramf privilege a~ tl1e BRITISH fuhjccts th~n enjoyed, Jfl ord« 
to obtain nn ample fupply of iilk. Al prefcnt the great decline of this branch of trade is owing to the· 
troubles in FE asl A. 
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duced to the 1aft e~remity, they were fummoned by the SPANISIt general 
FllANCIS BALDEZ to fun-ender. they anfwered bravely, that fo long as they pad a 
LIFT arm, they fhould not want provifion; and that they would employ their RIGHT 

to defend their liberty. They fay that ADRIAN DE WERF, a burgomafter, bejng 
importuned by fome of tbe inhabitants to furrender the city, replied, " Since 1 
" muft die. my friends, it does not fignify whether it be by you, or the enemy; 
, cut my body intO pieces, and divide it amongft YOll; I {ball expire-affite'nted, 
cc if r can be a means of preferving you, though it· were for one houri()nly." Pro­
viti nce at length interpofed in a lignal manner for their deliverance; count LEWIS 

of 'ASSAU, brother to the prince of ORANGE, came to their fuccour, and obliO'ed 
h

. I:) 

t e SPA,NIARDS to retire. 

Fa.oM LEVDEN I went :he HAGUE, re ... earrived in three hours. A place 
fo renowned for political negotiations would, on tbat accounts b celebrated in the 
jour~als of travellers, even though It was not in itfelf equal, 10 fome petts, to 
the proudeft citi s in RUROP£. It has no inclofure, and is Called a village; the 
fireets are broad, and feveral of them are without anals: their houres for the molt 
part are extremt:ly well built. The number of coaches belonging to noblemen and 
gentlemen, aud the B"Y appearance of drefs, give one an idea of life very different 
trom that of the trading cities. People here are more polite and eafy in their car­
riage tban in other parts of HOLLAN D ; this is a natural confequence of fome of tbe 
moet confid rable perfons in IUR.OI'E meeting there continually for political aft'lirs, 
in the fervice of almoft every EUROPEAN prince: befides as the STATES GEN,l>RAL 

a(fembl~ here, this draws the greatefl: part of the people of the firft diftinction in 
the UNITED PROVINCES. The HAGUE may alfo be confidered either as a' great city, 
or a rural fcene; for the ENVIRONS which immediately inclore it are extremely de­
llgh~ful; whilfl: they have plays, and other amu[ements, as cuftomary in great 
ci~ . 

TH E air of this pl.tce is faid to be very wholefome. Sir WILLI A M. TEMPLE attributes 
longer life [0 the inhabitants of this village, than to thofe of any other place in the 
UNIHD PROVINCES; yet are the people more carelefs in cleaning their canals, than 
is confifrent with the prefervation of health. It is really amazing how men decline 
into neglects injurious to the rocitty, which might be prevented with the leaft 
thought and induftry .. Near this place is th~ palace known by the name of the 

110UiC in the wood, which belongs to the pnnce.of ORANGE; as alfo RYSWICK, 

famoui for the peace of 1697. 

ONE of the fineft houfes in the HAGUE belongs to COllnt WItLlAM BENTINCK. 

llnd was now occupied by the prince of ORANGE. As this nobleman had been fo 
xtremcly obliging in HANOVER, as to invite me to his houfe at the HAGUE, I went 

CD pay my refpecb to him at SOllGVLI!T, where he generally retides in the fummer 
fallOn; but he was gone to meet bis BRITANNIC majefty in his return from HANO­

VJUl. This feat i, near two ENGLISH miles diftanee, and much frequen~d by per­
IOn$Qf tatle. The houfe is of liule note; but the gardens, though in many parts 
yet uncultivated, arc delightful. They abound in lofty trees, and different kinds. 
f/. blPains walks, which wvedify th.c fcene, and render them very plcafant, parti-

cularly 
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cularly in a country where moO: of their country-feats are uPon a dead fiat! on the 
~oad to it there is a public Barden, in imitation of VA\l'X-HALL. 

inca 
They 
their .... .,. •• I'I1II 

and four 
tinued 
guilders, ttil .. ~ 



A SHOlt,'T ACCOUNT" OF' 
f 

tfrorig party of his friends, and the fpirit of a mob, when a FltE!f-eH army was' 
already at their doors, had this dignity conferred on him in 1745. With what~ 

oderation he has ured it, and what little refpeCt bas been !hewed to it, the hiftory­
f die times will make apparent. I only mention what ·fdl und,er my notice of the 

Fneral turn of the party in the- UNITE.D Pl(OVINCE'S-, who were luke-warm friends" 
or no friends at all, to the prince; with this diftinCtion howev.er" that fome whq. 
hated the S.lli\DT-HOLDER., loveq. the PRINCE. 

CONSIDERINC the neighbourhood ahd great power. of ERAN'CE, the prefent, .as . 
met think, precarious peace, ant! die difunion of t'heir councils;. the DUTCH feern to.-
be pertwaded that there .be a po.wet lodged in ONE, to unite and exert their force· 
in cafe of danger. aMl expetie'nce:'lJ,m t;aught them the neceffiry, of this, 
power: But a tta~ JptIefs more virtUe' tbim I" am afraid there is among the ' 
D tT'PCH, to fupprefs thefe pr~judices and ~ent6 which ate apt to arire in the.. 
minds of one part of a people upon any clW1ge of' gmternliUtnt. THe anti-ftadt­
holders, who wHh to f~ the prince pulled our of his feat. opetatt'Witb him mofu 
heartily in making provifion for the very men they moil: detpffe, or hate, whenever­
they think t f'y can, by dris mean!!, render his oRke odious to the people: thus his· 
highnefs has to ftruggle with fecr:et, as well as pr-ofefi"ed enemies. Men of modera­
tion fay, he does not want paIts, that he is a man of a molt amiable· difpofition, of 
an excellent hear.t, and yet h~ every day lofes ground; alledging that " his difpo­
.. , fition may be good;, but the effects of it are bad" bl: his being too indulgent tOt 
." men of no principles." 

IT is a common faxing, . we love the treafon, though we- hate the traitor~ To fave: 
a frate, can hardly be called treafon; but it is generally thought a dangerous .. 
maxim in politics to put men in offices of truft, whofe princip,les allow them to. 
take any fide that may afterwards appear to· be their interefi<. But how will they; 
prove, that the prince makes choice of fuch. men? It may be fu[peCted, that thofe; 
who are not in office are, for that vel7'" rea[on, djfaffect.ed. IUs granted. that many' 
perfons, whofe power is now eclipfed" ought not to be. admitted to · the offices of: 
the frate, becaufe they have, a rooted dillike to the prince, as well as to the ftadt­
holderthip: but then it is OBJECTED" that thofe who love the prince, and acquiefce­
fincerely in the power vefted in him;. who .are capable of fervice, and beloved by' 
rl1e people, are notwithftanding kept out of office~ They ac;knowledge that every· 
honeft man cannot be employed; but that fuch perfons of worth and honor ought, 
not to be rejefred, to give place to the fc:rvile tools, and lower infiruments, who. ' 
brought the prince into office,. but are by no means able to. eftabli!h. fuch a.. degree · 
gf power, as is- etfential to that .office.. That fuch men ought rather to be rewarded 
in a pecuniary way, or, by employmentS'- abroad;, but not to be preferred, fo as t(). 
dirgrace their very, patrons, who are a1hamed to own their having bpought them~ 
into place: whereat by chufing men of worth and reputation, who are really the­
prince's friends, there would be no difficulty in his acquiring a pooper. afcenclancy,. 
and thereby eftabli1h.. himfelf in. the minds of the peoBle •• 

HOw the prince ought, to act; is> bard' to fay t but this, is. c1ear~ to me, that hiS. 
'"l moderation. which) would J'Cndcr. bimamiablc,. in, &. virtuoua age, will make-. 

., -
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~im contemptible in a vicious one; for, without a great !hare of rtfolution, it is 
·nOl pomble to govern men, who have been ufed ·to make their own will, the la", 
,and rule of their conduct. 

To <lrop f0 ·critical a point, Jet us confider the authority of a ftadt-bolder, whi 
.is very confined, unlefs wnen he appears at the head of an army, and then per 
he is not only an object of jealoufy, but his power too much circumfcribed . 
. ftadt. holder fometimes figns public treaties in 'conjunction with the ftates, bu1 fudt 
treaties do not derive from hence the greater weight or authenticity; for th he 
is fuppo[ed to .reprefent the dignity of the republic, yet whilft ,he ST A Til 

.the fovereignty, he cannot be confidered but as a f\o1bject. He has i~ the po 
1:0 pardon condemned malefactors j but he even a &:at or ~ in the aJrem-
Hies of the STATES. There are certaia 'yes annexed 1Q.~ce. which 
'Vary in the dilfetent p~ and are a1~"" the power lleoce they are 
derived, that is, by the STATES OIKlll.AI.. 

THE ftadt-holderfhip, which ls flOW made hereditary in the houfe of OJlM~Ot.. 
was, Jrom its origi nature, elective; but the high and indelible pbligatioas 
which the DUTCH owe to WILLIAM the 01l.EAT; and the renowned patriotifm and 
.fidelity of the illuftrious houfe of 01l.ANGE, through every generation, li'ave ~vct 
thrown the choice on this family as a kind of neceJJary confequelli;e. 

. THE appointment of the fbdt-holderfhip from the ST A TES, is one hundred thOlJ. 
fand guilders b, and the pripce's paternal mheritance is far more confiderable. 

BUT, alas! while we are yet fpeaking, his candle is burnt. out ~ and aU our wifhes 
for his temporal happinefs vanilh like a dream in the night The memory of this 
.exceHent PUNCH wilJ indeed ever retain a fweet favor, and mutt do honor to hu • 
.man nature, whilft probity is revered by mankind. " 

C HAP. X • 

.t1 general account of the commerce, .d 'C11UJe of riches, as alfo of the air, /oil, f.:j(. 0/ 
the UNITED PROVINCES. Of Ibe~1I;UJ aM .t1'IIIlUHrJ of tbe .oU.TCH, #Hi'r /l't" 
mollY, (/QlJlbing, womuz, &it. 

T may appear carelefs to leave the UNITED PROVINCES without fome general re­
flections, efpeciaUy as travellers, either in purfuit of learning or pfeafure, feI, 

-dom confi~r this coontry in the fame light as ITALY or PRAtiC'E; and conte­
·quently there is not much faid of it, except in laborious hiftorical accounts. Indeed 
it ought not to be expected from one who only rides poft, that he fhould be able 
to give In accurate and cimmtbntial account of a foreign counrry. when -perhaps 
he .knc>WI very little of his , .~ liviog in it for marty years. 

• . H 2 I KNOW 

~ Nine ~ Bvelllddltd pound •• 



GENERAL OBSERVATIO S ON Part. f. 
I ,&NOW not if any body has given afl account of the UNITED PROVUICES fo war­
m c;Reem as Lllal of Sir WILLIAM TEMPLE. His general idea of thefe people in 

his time is contained in thefe words! " HOLLAND is a country wher-e the earth i! 
, \>etter than the air, and profit more in requeft tpan haDar; where there is more 
n ofe thaR wit; more good nature han gOOd humour; and more wealth than 
'Pleafilre; where a man would chufe rather to travel than to live; {hall find more 

&. things to obfe.rve than defire; and more peMons to efteem than to love." 

• THE .DUTCH are moil: certainly devoted to commerce, and, though in the rnid£t. 
of EUROPE, detached as it were from other nations: they are bred ,up in an abhor:­
renee of regal power, and confequently have a diftafte 'of 'the manners of the polite 
nations who are fubjetl: to this form of government. Under thefe circumftances, 
they can hardly be fuppofed to raife many men of genius, or to cultivate the more 
refined arts of contemplative life and liberal fcience. It may be prefumed that late!; 
ages have improved many of the higher ranks of their people, but perhaps forne of 
them have at the fame time exchanged their parcimonious fimplicity for an expen­
five and luxurious manner of living, and by rendering themfelves neceffitous,. 
opened a way to thofe emptations wlaich theIr artful and ambitious neighbours have 
thought proper to play upon them. . 

THE eafe, the gentlenefs, the fweemefs of manners which we find in the polite 
nat:ons, are feldom poffeffed, even amongft the higher ranks of the people in HOL­

LAN!), though we often meet with an excefs of complaifance: nor is this at all fur­
prifing if we confider that men devoted to the arts of gain from their earliefi: life, 
can with difficulty be formed to a true tafte of fociety. The amufement in whith 
the DUTCH have the greateft pretence to delicacy, is that of gardening, for which 
fome of them contraCt: [0 great a pallion, that I have heard there is ,a law reftraining -
the price of tulip roots. 

TH'EY are fo well convinced. that much diver60n not only creates expence, but 
calla off ~e mind from ~~mcfa ansi domdl:ic du~ that iA AlI,TJIl.DAM no public 

- 1hows· 
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fhows are permitted within the walls •• After feven in th~ evening every perf OR 

that paffes the gates pays one ftiver, and a coach five ftivers; fo that diverfions ar 
taxed with this impoft. It is not however very confiderable, for the people have 
no a great paaion for theatrical entertainments. 111 the winur time fkciting is the' 
greateft amu(ement. Their retired manner of Jiving is often the occafion that 
men when they affect a chearful, polite, and delicate turn of manners; are a k .. 
ward; and when gay, wicked: the fame remark ~olds with the women alf~ when 
they depart from a referved habit of life. 

THEIR notions of religion, which muLl ~ 
not very liberal; and though the praCtice or ••• I'iCt. 
not appear to be rendered ~l. I h a HOLLA nuoufly ac-
knowledge, tbat ir not be in t reputati .,.. ant of that 
politen'elf which it e fial all ranks of in office in a civilized ftat-e.· ir 
WILLIAM TEMPU'S remar'k.is, "That if reliaion docs more good in other pl:rce~ 
~, it does lefs. hurt here." 

THE fame author imputes the grandeur of their ftate in a great meafure to the 
modeft-/ and fimpJicity of their manner of Jiving, which was the general faUlion 
among the firft magiftrates tn his time; and he adds, that he never faw the great 
penfioner DE WIT in a coach, nor his cloathing, equipage, houfe, or furniture, be­
yond that of any private merchant. 

IT is not difficult to conceive, that conllant application to bufinefs, and indefa­
tigable induftry, not diverted by any of the warmer paillons, nor by the habit or 
temptation 'Of pleafure, fhould produce that de~ree of wealth, power and influence:. 
at which the HOLLANDERS once arrived, and of which, with refpect to individua1~ 
they may yet boaft, though die ftate is funk in reputation as well as power. 

WITH regard to the air or water of the NETHERLANDS, the elements are in no 
country more blended than in this. The abundance of water mull: neceff'arily affect 
the air. At fome feafons of the year, many of their moft fertile fpots are over­
flowed, which renders both land and water difagreeable. Thofe DUTCHMEN who 
know little but of their own country, afk, how we manage in ENGLAND to keep 
our cattle from being drowned in the field during the inter. Turf, which is 
reckoned much inferior to wood or coal, is th hief artie e of fuel to their inha­
bitants. But this land of moifture does not ordinarily prevent the people from en­
joying a moderate fhare of health, though th Ir lives feem to be {horter than with us 
in GREATrBRITAIN. Ther are feveral inftances of remarkable recoveri s in HOL­
LAND, from confumptive afes, which I believe are not fo gen ral among them as 
in ENGLAND. The reafon of this I itnpute not fo much to their climate as tbeir 
careful manner of cloathing. In ENOL ND people too often drees, feed. and ex­
pofe themfelves to heat and cold, without any regard to difference of conftitution. 

A care-

• It it • meJltllcholy t'ollfideration how wury ud expence get &round even where the foundation oi 
grandeur wu parcimon 8i I1So I Ul coW ITA"IAJC oper .. arc COWltenaoccd u" eveD promoted 
by rome of tile burgomaJlcn. ~ 
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..-=l1li itidifTcrence in this _pea muft be often mended with the fame or worfc . 

,."lII\1C1lces, than an injudiciou foliciwde. I 

'r.1H .. pours arHing from the canals in HOLLAND, a1fea: the air in fuch a m~n~ 
that the fronts of the houfe$ near the water fide are frequently difcoloured in one 

Dittbt; this occafions a parricular attention to the outfide as weB as the interior part 
of their buildings. The manner III which the DUTCH cloath themfelves, is a de-
monftration how fubjeCt they are to rheumatic pains, neceffity having taught thern 
thai kind of habit, which we are inadvertently apt to ridicule. 

CW~.~S who 'ciouOy, and, in fome refpeCl:s, live 
'. commOD peopJe are extremely 

,GOatl'W1: I have fCC'A a in a ~ ~~ ~h indeed the diftinttion of 
• -and village is very jaconftderable, Rru.t. up and crOWD' a room with his hat 

Oft, his hands on his . with a can:leCs air of inf~. ~jt at the feet, of a 
gentleman who was treating him with civility, arid giving him an opportunity of 
gaining a ~inea for a~ inconfiderable fervice. This fort of conduCl: they miftake 
for liberty ) whilll: their know1edgf" is confined to che ordinary means of gain, and 
the gratiiic.rioo of of nature. Cheefe, beer and tobacco are the joys which 
feem to crown the labours of the common people: ge1teva, to which they are wdl 
known to be no enemy. and which is not altogether improper to their climate, con-. 
tributes much to the circulation of theic' blood, but mey are llft in their cups co 
mix cruelty with rufticity. 

A'S they are not fo much improved in.their fentiments as()Ur common people, nei­
thef' are they fo {hong, aCl:ive and capable of labour; this may be imputed, not 
only to the different genius'S of nations, but alfo to the fuperiority of our climate, 
and the different nature of the liberty we enjoy: add to this, that the animal food 
which our common people eat, is incomparably more ftrengthening than their filh, 
cheek, milk -aad grout, to which the povettyof their own produce confines them. 
It is true the U ITED PROVINCES abound in pafture lands; but cheefe being fo great 
an article of commerce, as fome of the inhabitants cannot, others will not, afford 
chemfelves llefh for their diet. A moderate ufc of ,animal food would in all proba­
Itility, tend to the prolongation of their lives in that moift climate. 

CoNST ANCY of employment, col nefs of complexion, and perhaps the nature of 
their food alfo, may contribute to their being but little given to amour. The wo­
men, 1 fpeak not of the higher ranks, adorn ~heir heads with gold lace, and other 
fuch naments, but with more frugality than generally praetifed in GERMaNY. 

Except a few court ladies, they have not much taile or delicacy in their manners. 
There are fome of good complexions, ~ not many beautiful. Their teeth in gene-

ral -II Foreigners make cotltpwnt alfe 01 the iU-mUlners 0( the commo" -people in ,"OLAND; but th i. 
• upreffed rather by. libertiftc thu a boorith eoocioa, and though haw fome favages ill human /bapc, 

,. tlac )dual tum.of ou,r people i. "amane: to this ,..,.PQ(e 1 kaew all inftance of a common fenow 
wIlD waIted a PUKH ~y in the ftree .by die Dame at Fa I Cil bitch. B~ore Ibe advanced m@y 
~ .. Cd, __ rho had tMt .,...~""'",ich (11th unworthy l.n-

..... ae W ., ... ill r~. ..... m in dacf. 

.. 1 hope, madam, JOII have aot hllrt )'ourfclf." • 
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Nl arc b-ad, probably owing to the ufe of hot liquors, as tea, coffee, &c. I ob. 
ferved, particularly at SAARDAM, tbat many of the women are pale and Janguid, and 
not a few crooked. They acknowledge that moft- of their children, till tho age 
of ight or ten years are fickly;. and indeed the women feem fa- ince1fantly employed 
in cleaning their houfes, and other offices, of which fome arc in common with their 
bufbands, that one would imagine they did not afford themrel~es re8: enough 
breed children, ot at leaO: not time to fuppBrt them when they were hom. The 
women in this country feldom breed after the- age of thirty. As the men J'eo' 
markable for the many breeches they wear, the women, for the moft part, __ a.. 
with live coals of wood or turf, which they fet into boxes bored full of holes.; 
put under their petticoats, to warm themfc:1YeS' wi weather,. tbia is not on]y apt 
to make them old from the waift down the time . by nnture .. 
but the fmellof the coals .. 6tifive. U~ e; they h • proverbial fay-
ing, thar abe dim' . in the f'Ji II DU1'c A., is his wife. 

WltETHJ!R ir it the remaKll' Of 1IlY jeatoury wh they have letained lince the· 
lime of the SP'A ISA' government, or the mere effect of prudence; J could not help, 
obferving that many of them will not mention their wives in company, nor do they 
feem pleafed that others thould fpeak of them; thoug~ in the moO: refpeClfuI terms. 
One would imagine where the Jaws '3t'e 10 favourable to the women, as to give them 
at leaft an equal fbare of dominion with their hufuands, that converfation 1hould be­
more free: this conduct however may be imputed to that incommunicative mannes< 
gf life, in Which, the lower-and middle forts of the ptoplc are b~d up. .-

IT is no. uncommon. thing: in HOLLAND, except among thofe who have- travelled: 
and acq~ed fame generolity of Ix:haviour, to treat ftrangers by whom they ge 
nothing, with that foct of. referve as plainly indicates that you may go about your 
bufinefs a.s foon as you pleaf~ But there is nothing which lowers the reputation. 
ef the HOLI:ANDERS, or reflects greater difhonour on them than their cruelty. This-. 
does not arife fa much from fiery particles in their blood, or warm paffions, as the 
).Qve of money, witne[s their facrifices of human blood: but they have followed the' 
example of their old mafters, by taking the fame fteps to fupport themfelves in the­
EAST as the others did in the W.EST HlDr:ES. In this, GREAT BRITAIN is dift· -
gui1hed, no. part of her greamefs· being, owing to unwarrantable &ughter~ 

€! H A. P. Xl 

fJj Ih~ pre/lilt jilttalim tf tit DUTCH, ana their partiality to FR:A'NC'L.: '.l1Jtir pr.. 
'flailing opinilms wit.b r.egar.a to. Glllt.&:r BllIT ,A IN. 

F we conUder a government of fo eomplex a nature-as that of the UNTTEIJ p.o--
VINCU • .in which fuch a. variet.y of interefts and inclination are nteeffiu'y to fup­

port it in full force and eficacy; it is rather amazing how it has lafted fa long .. 
dtan that of late years it has tottued. and been in danger of fubverfioll.. It is no­
man eutertaiDmeut to uacc.: this republk tGo its orip.. HiftoriaDI fccm ~ ap .. . ~ 
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that the people of which it is compofed, fo early as the time when the R.OMAN com­
monwealth gave laws to a great part of the world, were in the highe~ degree 

patient of any encroachments on their liberty. 
r 

UNDER PHILIP H. of SPAIN they groaned under heary oppreffions. Several for­
Idable attempts were made from the year 1556 to 1579, to compel them to fub­

mit to an arbitrary power, extended not to their lives and fortunes only, but alfo to 
their confciences. Perfecutions have often called forth fuch a degree of human 
frre~gth, as [eems to argue the interpofition of the immediate hand of COD. The 
treaty of. MUNSTER in 16+8~ at length fetded the independence of the republic: the 
depu' of the STATZ longer denominated rebels by the SPANIARDS. The 
vigi1aaoe, fobriety, and' of ther BUT having fupported their revolt againit 
the crown of SPAIN. Y years Cpt in laborious trials of their own con-
t4ncy, they at length. that plan Df goYel'nt'nent which DOW exifts. How 
~ it will laft is hard fay; the foundatictl of it does not appear co be very fta-
ble. A HOUSE DIVIDJlD AGA~ ST ITSELF, ~AlI'NOT STA n. WhiIftchefe people 
are not agreed concerning their firft magiftrate. they will never inveft ,him with 
power fufficient to anfwer all the various exigencies to which the ftate is {ubjeCt. 

h feems evident £rem tAeir late conduCt, from the prefent condition of that nate, 
and from the nature of their cenftitution, that they are in no happy, or fecme fi­
tuation. Hence they require the help of a firft magiftrate, whofe power, though 
limited. {ball be fufficient to conftitute bim the umpire of all their interior conteits, 
and who, by a proper direCtion of their ftrength, may reftore them to a REAL inde­
pendency. Thdr conduct in the late war was a demonftrative proof that them· 
felves conceived their fecurity was founded in the clafhing intereft of other princes, 
and that their country was not in fuch great danger as we commonly apprehended. 
becau[e the divifion of the fpoil would create difficulties among the neighbouring 
powers. 

A FREE ftate, whore inhabitants are rich, fUrrounded by powerful neighboul4i, 
able to [upport a confiderable military force, and yet unwilling to fllpport it, can 
hardly be prefumed to exiit long without fome change: at leaft we may conclude 
thac tuch a fyftem of politicks as that of CREA l' ERIT AIN contending for the inde­
pendency of the VNITID PROVINCES, in the fame manner as in the laft war, without 
their exerting their own ftrength, Clnnot laft long. Suppoling that their preferva­
tion was not the fole motive on which we fet out, yet it muit be ever aIll)wed, that 
if FLANDERS becomes a prey. to FRANCE, and the barrier is loft, the liberty of the 
DUTCH is at the mercy of the FRENCH: and what would have become of the barrier • 
in the laft war, had it not been for GREAT BR.IT AIN, it is not difficult to determine • . , , 

IF the DUTCH are incapable of defending themfelves; if their nate, though in its 
early period, is grown decrepit, and needs a fupport; can CREAT :01\ ITAIN affor(,f 
fuch a fupport, or muft it come from anOther 'quarter on the continent? WI.ac 

• quarter is hard to fay. It feems more confiftent with their int~reft 0 change 
to fome more ha~py form of government, by a confent of the people, than to run 
~he hazard of hemg cGmpelled to change for the worfe, by rome bold invader: and 

. • if 
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if their independency is of fuch moment to us, ~ it may be ptefllmed they imagine, 
'-it might be more our mtereft to affift them JD that change, than follow fuch a 
fyftem as that of tqe late war. The DUTCH are tenacious of thtir liberty, but 
feem to fall into a belief that they need not provide the means of fupportin<Y that 
liberty, as their good friends the ENGLISH, and other allies, will 00 that b:finefi 
for them. We may fee what notions Sir WILLIAM TEMPLE had of this republ' 
when he fays, " Thus thefe fiomachful people, who could not endure the 1 
.~ exercife of arbitrary power, or impofitions, or the fight of any foreign tr 
" under the SPANISH government, have been fince inured to all of them' 
" higheft degree under their own popular magiftrates, bridled with hard lanfttil_ 
" rified with fevere executions, environed w' h foreign force oppmrect with 
" the moft cruel hardlbip, and variety of wu ever under any 
"government." It might d, mbranct' c milies, 
which did not a . frOm our enemie~ kf, wJiilft that 
common em,' ill the 1i gdi and inclination, bind them to \IS jJl 
ftroogdtfriendfbip but h" ipaly not the eak. 

POLITtCIA s fcem to agree, that the intereft of the .MARITIME POWERS is mutual: 
.that is, fo long as they in faa continue to be maritime powers: and QUght not rhe 
UNITED PROVINCES to continue a maritime power, jf they mean to fupport an inde­
pendency? The-union of fuch maritime powers might be a counterpo;{e to that of 
·the houfe of BOURBON; whereas if they aim at a counterpoife entirely by land, it is 
plain they muft go much farther for it, engage in deeper expences, and complex 
treaties; and take (hare in the quarrels of other powers, which mua: render the 
wc:lfare of their ftate the more precarious. BefKles, as commerce naturally increaft'S 
with naval ftrength ; fuch union might prove the beft means of checking the rapid 
progrefs of the trade of other countries, and particularly that of FRANCE, whenevtt 
it fhould prove prejudicial to this mutual and natural intereft. However confiftenc 
this fyftem may be, the faa is, that in the laft war, either the timidity of the 
DUTCH; the artifices of FRE N CH minifters, who difguifl!d this matter; or perhaps 
that.PERSUASION which is apt to conquer all mankind, inclined them more to fee 
GREAT IJRITAIN ruined, than erecting new trophies on the ruin of the FRENCH com­
merce. This is very certain, that the DUTCH looked with a jealous eye on the 
BRITISH trade, concluding that every ftep it was advanced, their own would be 
tbrown back. 

IF our intereft was really mutual, they were as blind to their own advantage and 
fecurity as averfe to ours: and if it was not mutual, the fyftem of our politics was 
founded on a fallacy, which THEY eafily faw through. It is a truth roo obvious to 
be denied, that the DUTCH do receive fome prefent advantages by their commerce 
with nANCE; and this was one great obftac1e to our detaching them from that de­
')ufive connt-xion. As to the FUTUR E, it does not feem to be the falbion of man­
'kind to confider; their thoughts are abforbed in P.'cfent gratifications. If this were 
n the cafe, I prefume the thing would have taken a different turn, and remoter 
confcquences would have been examined into. 

«. It· I If 
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F e ~me had been plqeti fair, the queftion is, whether the bulk of the peo­
or the UNITED PROVIN<:ES auld IilOt have {een, that, no point can be more ef. 

t to them, ~han to keep 'he wings of the hOllfe of BOURBON fa well clipt, as 
to PUt it out of her power to fiy away witk their country, their riches, and their 

ommerct; for probably they muft ALL go together: it is impoffible they can be 
e fame people under an arbitrary monarchy. 

OTWITHST ANDIN'C all the artful evaIions, and ungeneroufnefs of the DUTCH ih 
late war; it is hard to fay what had been then- fate, if BRITISH valour, and· 

BUT treafure, had not been fo much employed to keep FRANCE at bay. That 
the D K n falfe indples in the late war, I believe all the world will 
gran mew, event of the battle of FONT] NOY, 

_atII.~_m U!1 OUT enemies, as by our friends ?' 
e had indttd I't'ai fpett, that tITeH did not mea ,qjI to us: we 

nt'W tht"ir govern embarralid, pd "",ore a uble e. SOME of 
their minifiers were for fighting, OTHERS for a neutrality, and ALI. for favinl'.d}~ir 
money at the expence of their VERY GOOD AND GENEROUS FIlIENDS AND ANTIEIIlT 

ALLI;!S. At length they compromifed the matter, and made wat" in parade, as an 
xcellent t:"ypeci" nt to fave appe;1ranc.es, and to qt1i~ the minds of their own people, 

that no ~pe te anempt might be made to call the prince of 0 ANG E to the office 
of bis anceltors. Thofe in office knew that fuch a ftep would eclipfe that authority, 
by means of which they had fa long lorded it over the frate, and enriched them­
elves aod thdr folmilies. 

IT is remarkable that our enemies, who knew the orders and inclination of the 
DUTCH, from a generofity peculiar to foldiers, at the fame time they exultcd in 

OUR credulity, laughed TREM to fcorn. We PU,LLED them indeed to the fcene of 
action; but we could not PULL the trigers of their mufkets, nor Ii cure their borfes 
from being KILLED, if they had engaged.' 

BUT what 1hall we fay of the friendlhip and good intentions of the DUTCHa t tha t 
time, if to this very day they avow they COULD not fight. MoraUy·conIidered, · 
11 tions are not accountable to nations for errors in politics; .but they are anfwerable 
fO each other for the non-obfervance of treaties. Whatever motives biaffed the con­
duct: of thefe republicans, the inference from reatfaa, cannot but raife an indigna­
tion in the breails of thofe who are inclined to 1hed a tear to the manes of our brave 
countrymen, who feU in that unequal war. If the DUTCH had declared at that time 
that they WOULD not, or, which i$ the fame, that they COULD not fight, and that 

. their army was only for parade and obfervation; 1 pre[ume, in fuch cafe, we could 
complain only of the inactivity of their AUXILIARY' troops as. ftjpu~at~d by treaty; 
and the qtlefiion is, if, in futh cafes, the party failing is not fubjeCl: to QlJ confe­
quences If this doClrine was proved good, the DUTCH might now 0 e us fifteen 
or twenty millions of pCJunds, with a further debt which they can never pay, the 
lives of fifteen or twenty tboufand of the bravcft IrOOpS in tbt- world. 

WHAT fenre the people of HOLLA.ND had of their engagements to us, appears, in 
meafure, from their behaviour, WhCD ncws arrived at the HAGUE of the battle 

of 
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f fONTENOY. It went current that we had deferred the DUTCH, and left them tu 
be cut in pieces ; infomuch that the inhabitants were highly incenfed. and exclaimed 
bi erly, as if the ENGLISH had compleated that ruin, which our ("ondutl: in the 
Q1lEEN'S war, they faid, had almoO: produced. When the real faa was 
and the tables turned on them, though it afforded confolation widi regard to 
fafety of their army, the rulers of the STATE thought it ,neceffary for THIIII, 

fafety to retire out of the town: this was a tacit acknowledgment, that h01.,.1IiIf 

difpored the people might be to pu1h on the war, they themfelves ta,v'nlllrr, 
Ii hemes of FRANCE. 

To fpeak difpaHionately of the condu& :.oUTCH, we 
fpedous manner of reafonin : " Did JOu," fay they, 
" much lefs to. • to 0 I P And, after aU, I what reliance 
'" on you, hen a b in SCOTI.A 1) occafioned the demand 
" thoufaftd ef our bdl: troOps-, t a time when Wet maft needed them ourfel"es 1 If 
c, other powers do not keep 'Ib' CE within bounds, the UNITED PROVI CES may 
" become an eary conqueft, in {pice of all your endeavours to preferve \1S." ThIS 
excufe carries with it fome weight; but they forget. that it was their conduct at 
EONTENOY which brought on thofe confequences; that their fix thoufand m~n 
were of no ure to us with regard to the rebellion; and laftly, that the pre[ervation 
of the UNITiD PROVINCES, in fpire of the FR.ENCH partirans, became at length one 
great object of the war: there muft then be an unaccountable defeetion in the hearts 
of D v TCHM! N, to allow this reafoning to be good. The time may not be far off, 
when they will SOLLICI'!' llS to act in confederacy with them, and when they will 
flot have any delufive referves. 

THE prefent political conteft, if we can with propriety fay there is any conceit. 
feems to be, whether, in cafe of another war, GR.EAT BRITAIN ought to fend her 
native troops abroad; or confine herfelf to the water, and make her money, in 
a reafonal:>le proportion with other princes, fight her battles on the continent? 

HAPPILY for EUROPE, FRANCE is not able to fupport a great army, and a great 
fleet alfo, for any length of time. But as we fometimes fee national efforts, whicll 
bailie all the fyftcms of the moO: acute politicians; and as FRANC E may make a for· 
midable figure both by land and fea; can we conflO:ently negleCt our land ·forces? 
If it is neceffary to preferve the independency of the DUTCH; it may be alt; necer· 
fary to employ our troops, as well as our money, on the continenr. It might be 
fortunate indeed to ef1:ablifh fyO:em which would render a great land . force unnc­
~clfary. If it is inconfiftent for us to attempt the {upport of great armies, and great 
fleet!. alfo, we may prefllme that GREAT BRITAIN will adhere to the fyO:em which 
renders that force leaft neceff'ary, which is moft expmfive. 

EMBARKATJO s of our land , men may fomttimesbe necefi'ary for fuch purpoft 5, as 
neither our thips nor money can execute without them; and in behalf at thofe ftat s 
.whom it is our duty, and may be our obligation by treaty to preferve on the genc:ral 
principle of commercial intereft. But here, and ill W bat num~ fecms t a 

I i point 



OF' THE T R A 0 E AND B R.I , Part ,to' 
• t :which the occaCion only can determi~. I apprthend one rule of politics can-

more thall one medicine all diftempers. ' 
I 

THE fendinO' areat armies abroad has been, among others, a means of involving 
ITAIN in a ve~y large debt. But it is alfo true, that FRANCE has been grea.tly 

) )overi!hed by her wars. That the latter has made vaft acquifitions by commerce 
Wlt in firty yc~rs pail, muft be granted; but yet it is difputed if {he is now fo rich" 
com ared with other ST ATES, a~ {he was in king WILLIAM'S reign; and fince money 
is the finews of war, we .. nuft reckon the ftrength of ST ATES by their riches, com­
pared ith other ft ' tes, as well as by their numbers, valour, and genius for war. 

t general which are necefrary for every go-
erntmnt to adopt, as they are C wit~ut ad . t. a blind pre-

judi~e. If the naval fo of GREAT B TAUl is her F.~ a 111 firength, 
confidering her Cituation, produce;. and the genius of the pegple. Ut Dot follow, 
that the more of fuch ftrength {he poffdfes, in proportion. to o~her STATU, the. 
greater will be her commerce, and.confeql1ently her riches And if fbe is ftrongeft. 
at (ea, may fhe not command the fource of FRENCH power, which is ahncift the. 
[ole object ihe has to fear? 

ENQ..UIRJES after political knowledge foon create difficulties, which fuggeft that the 
ftudy of politics is no vulgar ta1k, though we talk of it [0 familiarly. Minifters, 
like other men, are fometimes biafred by their panions and prejudices, to commie. 
abfurdiries; but it is their duty to ftudy the intereft of "a nation, and their profeffioll 
to manage it. Others ought to approve or condemn with moderation, as the fureft. 
way [0 come at the truth, without confounding themfelves with the ufe of NAMES 
and WORpS, to which their ideas are not adequate. 

C H- A P. XII. 

'Ihe "tluthcr leaves the HAGUE. A defcriptioll of DELFT. Of RaTTE ROAM, ilJ trade, 
fJ11d the BRITIsHjaCiory eflablifhed there. A fbort account ()f HELVOEr, and tM' 
preftnt low fiate of the DUTCH navy. . 

T H.E 2.1d of OCTOBER I l~ft the HAGUE, and returning ~ack part of the way 
on the fame canal on which I came from LEYDEN, 1 arnved at D£LFT in all 

flour, the di{lance being only thrte miles. The land here is low, and there is no 
particular object that firikes the eye. 

D UFT is furrounded by a tonliderable extent of Bat meadow lands! this place; 
hich is very antient, is weU known for its earthen ware, which goes by that 

Aame. It is a very pleafant town. and weJJ peopled: the inhabitants are computed 
:at above twenty thoufand. Its tuation has in~ fe~.t pcrfons of fortune and 
diftinCtion to take up their habitations there; but the trade of the place is not can'" 
lidmlhle.. It baa hORVcr a chamber in the • .aUT J:HDJA company, and a s:ank ill 

5 . ·~e 



Chap XU. FACTORY OF ROTT.ERDAM. 6. 
the alfembly of the STATES of the province of HOLLAND: 'I his city was burnt 

\down in 1536, and in 1654 the greatdl parr of it was blown up by n accident of 
the powder magazine taking fire; but thefe misfortunes have rather contributed to 
it beauty, than dtfeQs, as may be inferred from its prefc:nt appearolnre. 

FROM hence I departed for ROTTERDAM ~ the diftance is hardly feven ENGLIS 

miles. This place may well be efteemed next in rank to AW!TER 0 A I\{ ~ and, 
regard to GREAT BRITAIN, and the fouthern trade of EUROPE, has many advanr 
l:>eyond that city: the navigation of the MAESE being, without compari(on, 
fafe and commodious than the paffage of the TEXEL: the air and the water ant 
better than in Ar.lST ERDAM. T he canals here broad and deep, convey l'ltJps 
of burthen into the heart of the ci and of a ft . trade. Be-
ing thus a rival in com co nfidered tJt6 of fome 
jealoufy; but the hands of tM merchants of 
~MST • im here center C itS, in that icy., 
co tly the fpltlt of does not rife very high. There is indeed bu-
finer, enough in bOth cities to employmt'nt to a great number. of hands. 

ROTTERDAM has a further advantage: the patrage of the MAESE is generally 
open, particularly in hard winters, fooner than that of the TEXEL. They have 
great magazines of EAST-INDIA goods, this city having its quota of that trade. 
Tobacco, corn, and rice are alfo confiderabJe articles, and chiefly imported from 
CREAT BRITAIN: tbey have great quantities of taIJow from IRELAND, for which 
they return flax, which is a commodity much cultivated in the UNITED PROVI CES, 

as it will bear a high rent of land, if properly conducted. 

I N this city is a very good exchange, where the merchants meet, and tran(aC'l: 
their bufinefs; it was finithed fo late as the year 1736. Here are feveral public 
buildings of note; but the moft remarkable is the great church dedicated to 
St. LA WR E C E, in whic~ are the monuments of feveral perrons of diftincHon, par· 
ticularly of their moft celebrated fea·officers, among whom is that of admiral 
DE WIT. On the great bridge is a (latlle of the famous E.RASMUS", who was born 
-in 1467 in a fmall houfe very near to the ftame. 

THE BR ITISH factory in this place is very confiderable, and is, for the moft part, 
compofed of north BRITAINS of th(; church of SCOTLAND, for which they have a 
church or meeting-houfe. During the war in fLANDERS under the duke of MARL­

BOROUGH. an epifcopaJ church was built by che contribution of the ENGLISH offi· 
cers, merchants, and mariners; and this is faid to be the only regular epifcopal 
church countenanced and eftablHhed, belonging to BllITISH fubjccts out of GREAT 

BRITAIN. 

MR. D A VI DSON, and feveraJ others of the faaors. received me with great marks 
of regard and poHtenefs. as wdl in conrequence of the feveral letters of recommen­
dation. which my friends at AMSTERDAM had given me, as the hofpitality for which 
he fadory is diftinguilhed. Provifions here- are not cheap. thoug~ plenty. The 

{a&rs live ~l1loniouOy, after the awmtr of the country, ithout parade, ~ut 
. "'Itll 



OF THE TRADE AND BRITISH Part 1 
, . 

• great fatisfaClion' and convenil"'nce. Expence, noire, and fhew, are indeed 
t the fhadows of pleafllrc, to minds not fpoiled by a habit of living i~ a crowd or 

in purfllit of trifling af1wfements. The expence of eating and drinking, IN TiCE 
HIO HEST T AST E, as is ordinarily underftood, generally ferves but to remove us the 
farther from the happinefs we feek.· The true end of thefe fupports of nature, is 

trer anfwered by a little, than much; by a dilh or two, rather than by a multi-
'city; if we confider what is due to health, to a clear underftanding, to moderate 

IOI1S, fubmiffi\'e appetite., to a virtuous caft of thought; and, in a word, to 
r'hc.true felicity of life. 

!fl 27th I left AOTT,i DAM; the moil fpeedy , conveyance is {aid to be to 
Jf..tTYS in a yatch, Itom thence .. ,.1. .. 04 lO lU~LVOET. It was my defire to 

e banks of the B, I there~~t'etred gain all the way by water. 
re are many fertile' aDd agreeable fpots ~ land, but te did ot anfwer 

the idea 1 had conc of PUTCH induftry, and knowIeclp QI imp:oycment as 
xrended to every part -. HiLVOET SLUYS is well known, as the rt (rom whence 

the HAR.WICH packet boats fet off on WEDNESDAYS and,sATUR.~AYS. Though this 
is ell:eemed one of the heft harbours in the UNITl'n PltOVINC.ES, yet the town is in 
itfelf very inconftderable, having only three fmall ftreets, and a quay; the Iaft is of 
fome extent, and borders a great part of the harbour. From this place the ifiand of 
GOR LE appears to the fouth, as a fandy country, and ZEALA N D is to the north of it. 

HA'(I'lNO often heard of the naval ftrength of the UNITED PR.OVINCES, fo formida­
ble at fea within little more than half a century; and as I had hardly feen a {hip of 
war in any other port of thefe PROVI NetS, I entertained fome expectation of being 
~greeably furprized at HELVOET. However all the naval ftrength which I could 
difcover, amounted only to ten capital /hips; thefe indeed appeared to be clean. 
and in good order, but without any modern improvement in their ftmCture. In 
this particular the DUTCH are faid to be forty years behind the ENGLISH; nor ought 
we to be furpl'ized, confidering how great a decline there has been of DUTCH naval 
ftrength. Whether this wondrous change is an effeCt of unavoidable calamities; or 
'of voluntary national defeCtion from their ancient maxims of government, the reader 
will ben judge from the modern accounts of thefe PRO,",I NCES. It is not one hun­
dred years fince he DUTCH were able to vie with ENGLAND i and, towards the clofe 
of tl e laft c ntury, even in the time of peace, they thought it their interefl: to em­
ploy between thirty-five and forty {hips of war. Upon an emergency th y were 
able to fend a hundred fail to fea: it was computed, that the 111PpOrt of thirty 
tapital fhips then coft them annually only fix millions of guilders b. Perhaps the 
time is not, far off when they will be again obliged to fight at fea, as well as by 
J.lnd :, but if this power is departed from chern, which {eems to be the cafe, and 
CR.EAT BRITAIN left to take care of herfeJf, tht: larger ponion of commerce mull: 
fall to her {hare, in ord'r to the fllpport of a greater naval furce. This confideration 
items to put us in mind of the prefent fituation of OR E ,0\ T IR.lTAIN, and the necef­
frty of application to our marine; Dot only as erbalancc to the accllmulating 

ftrengtjJ 
• We mull make great allowaDces. in all countries, with regard 10 __ lands contigoous to the (ea . 
• Five "undred fifty thouCand pound,. In U 0 LA • 9, rcckoninl ive handred men in each {hip, it 
~ be {even hundred tweDty thoufalld pounda. , 
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ftrength uf FRAlfCE, but as an eafy and natural expedient ro compenfate for the in­
fufficiency of the DUTCH. 

I H AD the pleafure to find here a {mall fquadron, with four yar.hts, belonging to 
the crown of GREAT BRITAI , under the command of lord ANSON, hi!! BRITA .. 
NIC majefty being expeCted to embark in a few days. This fight gave me t 
more plea(ure, as I had not feen a BRITISH (hip of war for near eight years ~e • 
It alfo afforded me an opportunity of feeing fome of myoId acquaintances, pa 
larJy my honoured friend captain EDWARDS, who commanded the CHARL 

. yacht. I had no time to accept his civilities, as I embarked in the packet a 
time after my arrival there. 

THE packets Ilre built commooioufiy for gers, and bQut fOUlt~n 
beds, or cibbi",. In t'" fte}s there ftems to be a certain dearee of equality 
obfervedbetween t~ ~ anen, which flackens the reins or diCdplincr and 
perhaps 1t is from the fhortnefs of the p6ge, that there is not ruch a regard to 
O!COIWmr, as one would aped 1there no merchandife are fllppofed to be carried. 
They talk much of the dangerous navigation between HELVOET and HARWICH; 
but at the fame time confefs, that only one packet has been Joft within the compa(s . 
of any memory. The 28th, after a paffage of twenty· two hours, the wind blo.w,. ­
ing hard from tbe taft, I landed at HARWJCH. 

PAR T. 
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C HAP I. 

ReJlelii011s Oil the uft of travelling. 'l'ht dtjficulty of taking up a political faith. 
~houghls on public lovt in a free jlale. Irreligion the ordinary Jource of 11aliol1al 
calamities. 

T H A N,K S to the goodnefs of providence, I am now retl1rned into this HAP PY 

ISLA D; happy, in fpire of all its blemifhes, compared with any country 
that I have yet been acquainted with. Perfect happinefs moft cert ; ~Iy is not the 
lot of mortals on this fide the grave. The portion of bHfs, whi\.. heaven has 
granted to this nation, like the diforders arifing from fanguine health, feems to 

I create a fatiety, even in thofe who have a claim to the reward of virtue; as if we 
were to learn from hence, that there is yet a better cOllntry, whither we are travel­
ling, "where only the mind can poffefs an entire fatisfaction. 

THE pafi'age of a merchant from one country into another, in purfllit of com­
mercial affairs, ought not to be confidered in the fame light, as the travels of a man 
of letters, ill fearch of arts or learning. But if in the courfe of their obfervation 
(hey llave fupported one common fpirit of national affection; in proportion to their 
advantages of education and natural abilities. the effeet 'Vill be in a great degree 
fimilar. Their own country mllft neceffarily become the dearer to them, accord­
ing as they difcover the fuperioricy it enjoys in Jaws and government, above other 
nations. Being thus excited by a generous emulation, inftead of bringing home the 
vices of other nations, they will {hive to plant the virtues which are more peculiar 
to foreign climes, and not the proper growth of their own foil. 

THE ravages of time ~ the ruins of cities; tbe defolation of countries; the tt­
.. anAY of kings j the foJJy and iniquity of (ubjefu, in fcUing themfelvcs like beafts 

to 
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to the fiaug11ter; with ~ll tbe pernicious e~as of arbitrary 'power, muft, in a fe-

ious mind, draw refiecbons on ~he uncertcunty of human affairs. By tr.acing thefe 
ey nts as near as pomble to theIr .c0urce, t,~e ~eart will be lifted up to the great 
A UTHOR of nature, ~d~ by obfervm~ how vIce IS ever produelive of mifCry, we fhan 
adopt a confi~en[ pn~clple con~erOJng .the GEN E ~AL Ja,w of his moral government. 
Though the dlfpenfauons of hIS provIdence are oftentimes ineomprehenfible, yet 

-this ought not to weaken a fteady perfuafion, that virtue is, in every reaion a un-
-uer every government, acceptable to him; " THAT WHAT HE DELIG~TS 'IN ""11' 
" BE HAPPY," however the. face of things may appear. And to check every fO)1d 
prefu01ption of indepen~enc~; though we grafp the fleeti~g moments, it is but as 
to-morrow when a curtam wIll be drawn oYer all the glorIes, as well as the mife­
Ties of this world. In the mean while, whether we go abroad, or remain at home; 
enjoy a ptofufion, or mediocrity of the gifes of providence, we are travelling to 
another count'1.. Our nobleft fdence, our higheft accomplifhment, our fupreme 
felicity, is the knowledge and ohfervanee of that compafs, whore needle points to 
our proper home; to thofe region~, where millions of blelfed fpirits inhabit; 
w~re the eye will be fatisfied with feeing, the underftanding with knowledge, and 
the heart with delights, of which this world can give but faint ideas. 

WHETHER hackneyed in the paths of gain and ambition; or purfuing the delights 
of a philofophie and religious caft of thought; life ftill ebbs out much fa(l:er thall 
we can eafily difeover. or deal fairly e,nough with ourfelves to acknowledge. But 
a day, an hour, employed in the exercife of reafon, and the practice of religion, is 
upon the whole, preferable to an age wafted in foolifh purfuits which rife no higher 
than this world. 

TH E foul is ever aelive: this world is its fcene, as a prelude to the next: fome 
ruling princi will always poffefs and lead us on to aelion. To be idle, and to be 
happy, is a co tradiction: but however employed, he has no mean lot who glides 
through life in tranquil liIenee, though unobferved. Perhaps he is one of the moO: 
happy of men; but all are not capable of this felicity. 

WE cannot refleet tqo often, that " True felf-Iove and focial are the fame ;" yet 
confiderinO' man as a unity, SELF muft, and ought to predominate. That is beft 
for him which is moll: productive of his particular happinefs, with refpeet to the 
feene in which he takes his part; and in which he is beft qualified to act with 
dignity, and with a due regard to both worlds. We are happy only when we are 
employed, and when k>me PARTICULAR objett governs the leffer paffions and de­
fires, The wift' author of nature certainly intended, that this OB) leT fuould be 
HIMSELF; and that all the variolls connections af our animal, our focial, our in­
teHeelual nature, fhould ultimately terminate in him, and be fubfervient to this end. 
Here then let our enquiry reft; and finee every day brings eternity the nelrer; the 
contemplation of that eternity, ought in all reafon to increare, as our hours are 
fleeting away. Without negleaing the ordinary courfe of his affairs. the n1ercbant 
who is wife, will apply moll: vigilantly to tbat bufinefs, in which his WHOLE FOR­

TUNE is embarked. 

Vo L. II. K As 
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• the p¢culiar b.appinefs of this governJ»(:nt leads every thinking fu.bjea to dif· 
oti: freely, his fentiments, as far as he may judge them conducive to tpe nation 
drare, may I finifh my journlll with {orne mdulgence of this fort? But in fpeaktng 

public affairs, the mind ought, in a I lore peculiar manner, to be div fred of all 
p poficffion, or it,can anfwer no ~nd bu to ~Pt ~r c~nfirm a princi~I~, whic,h. 
though true, lofe Its chArms by bemg founded In preJudice. If the pUr/Ult of wlf~ 
donl and virtue is the proper bllunefs of life, we ought to examine before we pro .. 
Bounce fencence; and always to be diffident where we hAve not had 0pr.>rtuni&s of 
knowledge. 1 am very fenfible that ven general refleCtions on political interell-, 
belong.co thofe who are grown grey in experience, rather than to tranfient fpeCta-
rors. . 

TJfI knowledge whk have of my country being U'qqired abroad, and 
ver'l limited; the affairs Of it now appear (0 met in a weat t;lcafure, as maW::r of 
enquiry and curiofif),. as .well as inccrcft. Tbings ever ftrike us moft, while they 
arc moLt new) the indulgent reader may .conSider me yet as a traveller, who gives 
his thoughu of things as l~ir novelty, their variety, or their fingularity affetl: him; 
with fome difrinctiQA however in regard to the motive; as well as fome previous. 
knowledge, derivc::d from the early imprellOns of YOllth. 

IT is the happinefs of a free frate, direered by good laws, that every member be­
Jonging to it is entitled to proteCtion, fo long as he obeys thofe laws. The dignity 
he derives from hence raifes him in his owo efteem: this is apt to render him in­
quifitive jn mattrrs of which he is not qualified to judge, and is the caufe of infinite 
follies. Even thofe who are bred up in the knowledge of national ~ffairs in ENG­

LAND, are generally f wayed by their prejudices in favour of fome perron or party; 
in (he ftlean while, the number of the judicious and unprejudiced is fo ' fmall, thilt a 
man has hardly any opportunity pf learning how. to fettle his mind. 

How can it be imagined in an age in which corruption ' abounds, not in ENGLAND 

only, but in every country, that only virtuous men fhould be in office? To rail at 
them, without confidering tbe corruption of mankind in general, mull- render' the • 
complainant fufpetl:ed of difcontent, becaufe be is not in office hirnfelf.When the 
influence of the crown preponderates ;' and the meafures which are pur,lued do not 
immediately produce all the good we fondly expeCted; the fubjeCl:s who do not receive 
any PECUNJARY ADVANTAG l! S from the government. for 01 hers have generally the 
wit to hold their tongues, are apt to cry out againft the court; or a :-t inft the mi~ 
nifter; forgetting that the true fource of national calamities, . n a free fiate, is the 
venality apd impiety of tbe people. ; ' 

IT muft be apparent to men who make any obfervations. that thofe who belJowed 
loud for liberty, and were impatient to pull down thofe in powt'r, have generally 
given the fame offence .themfelves, when they became vdl:ed with authority; whence 
it has been natural to cpnciude. that the people were cilpriciotts, and not c:lpable of 
contentment; Qr, with fome few exceptions. a11 tquajJy corrupt; and changed 
their principles, or their condufr, with their outward condition. . 

5 . 
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BE this as it may, it is,furprifwg to me, how little the pe~p]e of this iOand gene-

ally feem to know of theIr own advantages and happinefs. Compbints are 10 of. 
t the fubjeCt of difcourfe, even among the more faber part, that one would ima. 
gine the fiate was under the greatefi difirefs; and in imminent dangpr of ruin. 
" How great, fay they, are the emoluments uf ffict's, and how little is done for 
" them! vanity and ambition, and a devotion to luxury, reign in the breafts of 
" THOUSANDS; and the robbery of their country, by every bafe artifice, is either 
" openly countenanced and proteCted, or connived at and left unpllnifhed: hiH 
" tbe freedom eftablifhed in the original pian of this government, exifts in nttle 
" more than a name. To one perfon who even pretends to love his coumry, there ~ 
" are a hundred who are cheriOled, if not openly applauded, by their friend or 
" confedetates, in confequence of thtir fortune or addrefs in pillaging the public. 
" The way ef doing this irh dexterity and addrefs, is a fcience of the moft profit­
~, able kind. Shall we draw a curtain over our nakednefs. and hide our f}j me? 
" Alas it is too apparent to be an objeCt of concealment! Foreigners fee it, and 
" will contemn us till they perceiv a change in our condition, by the exertion of 
" national virtue. And what fatisfaetion ought it to afford us, if other nations are 
" more vain and abandoned tlran this? Do we defire to put on the fame kind of 
" chains as they wear; and, with all the advantages of our glorious confritution, be­
e< come yet more wretched than they? Things are come to tha.t pars, that if this 
" nation does exift,. it mllft firft fall a f<1crifice to venaliry, and rife again out of its 
" own afhes. Ar we not eighty millions in debt, and confequently our credit 
" plunged deep? We are threatel\ed with a war in a few years, but what meafures 
" are taken to reduce that debt, and enable llS to fLlppart a war? 'Ti hard to fay 
Cl what all this will come to. Obferve the condua of fome men of the greaten: 
" quality in the kingdom; perfons who in MANY refpeCls are worthy of great honor 
" and efieem; and whofe rank and fortune fet them in a point ot view, to make 
" heir examples of the greateft moment; and YET thefe men indulge themfclves in 
" a paffion for GAMING, in violation of thofe very laws they themfi lves made, and 
" by which the ftate is to be fupporced. Whllt can afford more delight to.!ln am· 
" bitious :FRENCHMAN, than to fee fuch men promote a contempt of our own lnws 
" by the weight of their example? If the GRtA T amufe themfdves with unlawful 
" games,- the LOWER CLASSES of the people will have THEIRS alfo; and the breoch, 
" of laws mLlft terminate in our SHAME, our DISHONOR, our DECLINE, our RUIN. 
" Nor will our feemihg affll1ence avail us; if by gradations of fplendid infamy, our 
" very leaders conduct liS into that fiavery, under which almoft every nation of the 
" world already mourns." . 

Now what impreffions ought a man to receive upon hearing furh fort of com­
plaints? Are thty true in the whole, or in pate? Are they the effeets of PARTY' 
ZEAL, of PR £JUOICE, of a natural propenfity in the people of this country to ?1ur. 
mur, notwithftandioa ALL the OOOD chey enJoy; or a want of that very natIonal 
love which is the fubje-Ct of compl int; or in thOft, is it a compound of all th~fe ? 
Under our prefent cil'cumftances, and the riches and liberty which we really enJoy, 
toOl plaints can mean no more not l~f~ than this; that we are .become fo weak as nOj: 
to difcern our own intereft, or fo VICIOUS as not to regard It, any farther t . an the 
prefent momentary gratification. If this be true in any degree, the evil!s rath.er 
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iQdtafed than diminitht.rl by fuch liberal complaints. Some may- talk in this man­
t from an honeft refenrmem of national vices i yet it is to be doubted, wh the 

eir refentment is not · blended with a (bare of that very- immorality which is t17~ 
~ea of com plaint. That we poffefs a great deal of virtue is as- clear ~ as that we 

.~ a free people. But tbat we have n9t virtue enough. to be fo f(j)rmidabl~, or fo 
(«ure, as providence feems to invite us to be, is the complaint of thofe who with 
wdl to their country: perhaps it is equally true alfo; though it cannot be demon­
ftra~ed fo eafily as pref~lmed. Sur~ly it is .a fa~lt to indulge ourfelves in complaints 
at a v.enture, and to fimg at men m pl.lblic life, though . we are tender of private 
c~~ . 

b to rob a nation by collwlVe or inj" p,aaices, is an atrocious crime, with 
what confiftency can we htlieve that thore whO pars for honeft men have been guilty 
ef it? We certainly ought to be tender in our accufationa of tJfi Idmt. Credulity 
does not argue any ftrength of judgment: and the virtue of the mind ever rifes OP 

falls, with the charity. which. we oherilh 01' fupprefs. 

To conOder·things and perfons aceording to the common fenfe.and rearon of man­
kind: " There are few, very few, fays a great amhor c

; who have the t)IWC;l~'MJ­
." NITY, and the WIL.l., and the ABII,ITY to reprefent things TR UI.Y'. 8eJidC':s the 
., matteriof faCt r:hemfelvt's, there al'e many CIRCOMSTANCES which before [entence 
" is paft, ought to btl known and weighed, and yet featee e.ver CAN be known, but 
" t6 the perfon himfelf who is concerned. He may have other views, and anotheP 
., fenCe of things tban his judges have; and what he UNDERSTANDS, what he HELS" 

" what he INTENDS, may be a fecret confineg to hi>s own breaft." 1f this is gene:' 
rally true in common life, it muft often hold, with regard to. thofe who are charged 
'With the GOVERNMENT OF A N ATJON: their talk reqnires GREAT labor and abi. 
lities; and proper allowance roua be made for ~he imperfeClions of human nat.e~ 
efpecially with regard to the fallacies of mens Judgments. Hence if we ought to 
be flow in believing injurioufly &f mankind in genera], on the authority of dubious 
repcirts. or by opinions urawn from confequences, without regard to the motives of 
aCtion: by the calumnious echo of. words againR: men in higb ofike, we are very 
fubjelt to err with regard to our mOlla]s, as well as our judgment. If our com­
plaints prevent that unanimity on which the good of every ftate depends, we may 
imagine ou.felftt to be patriots, an<l yet do an jnjury to- QUl! counn)!. 

1. private life, a difpolition inclined to the fubmiffive, is not that which makes th. 
grtateft ECLAT; but it certainly is moft agreeable to the dignity of human nature, 
be<:aufe it was pl'aClifed by HIM who was the great pattern of human perfeCtion. In.. 
fpitc then of the fuggeftioDs of pride, this rule of conduct muO: be the moft amiable~ 
In order to be free, is it neceifary to be querulous or turbulent? Fr.eedom muft arife 
from a ftcat\Y, even principle; a determined refolution not to offend againft our 
own minds i or, in other words, to aqh~re to what is right. To this we may add 
vigilance and J:lfe iA our refpetlive indons, tha, thore who are our immediate guar-
clians take no fteps deftruflive of ou~ fafety. 5· 



Chap .. r, AND PUBLIC LOVE, 6g 

OUR compaB"lOn for HUMAN INI'IRMITIES, is generalJy in proponion to the degree 
of. knowledge we have of HUMAN NATUR E, This conlid~rarion in COOD MINDS 
~II check the fpirit of national complaint upon trivial evidence, and confequen ' 
reftore :1. greater national virtue. If thofe hours [pent in political fatyr, were 
plied to the cultivation of knowledge and virtue; even granting there is fufficienc 
occafion of complaint, what good might we not expect? Among the lower ct. 
of the people, COMPLAINTS arc feldom without great ignorance; and thofe of the 
higher ran~ generally in.e1ude a feeret defire of the emoluments polfelred by the YUT 
perfons who are the fubJefls of fueh COMPLAINTS. And of whom lbould we tom­
plain, but of ourfelves? What is Ollr boafted conftitution? What our darling li­
berty, ~ut that we cann.ot. be ru.ined without our own confenr? Was the making 
complamts the charactenlhc of ~lftue, we tbould then be our own panegyrifts; but 

"frill they would anfwer littJe purpofe, tiH we bfoought that virtue into aCtion. One 
vigorous and well concerted remonftrance of a real evil, muft be ever more effectual ' 
than a thoufand vague complaints. • 

IF we confider that this is a mixed government, and that the parts of which it is 
compored are numerous, we may indulge a jealoufy; bur hard words call be war .. 
rantable only when the iniquity is Ragrant. Let us call to mind the advantages we 
fnjoy above any people in the world, and that the Raws in fome charaCters and dif. 
potitions, are hid by the luflre of thofe virtues and taJents which thine forth in ochers. 
If we ever looked to ollr OWN rather than to our NEIGHBOURS faults, the ftate would 
CER T A INLY be the better; for nothing is more plain than this. that every indivi. 
dual, who governs his life by the rules of right reafon, contributes to the govern­
ment of the kingdom. We all know that government muft be maintained; power 
muft be lodged fomewhere. We know that we enjoy liberty; thofe who doubt 
whether we are free or not, certainly do not know what flavery is. 

THE fpirit of contetl: in the different branches of the legiflative body of this ifland; 
{eerns to fubfide; and yet it is remarkable, that the words PUBLIC DEBT are no 
fooner mentioned, than the people ftart, as jf they faw an apparition. Talk of 
ohedience to the laws, and they thake their heads and cry, "Alas, the laws are 
" trampled upon." If this repofe means an union of councils, it is a happy circum­
france with regard to the DEBT, as well as to that libertinifm, againft which we 
have reafon"to complain. It cannot be prefumed -that fuch an union will decline 
into a fupine negligence, much lefs be employed to diftrefs the frate, 

h may be obferved (urther,. that many of the people of this ISLAND, who have 
high notions of liberty, are offended at the name and power of a FIRST MINISTER; 
as one of the great officers of the flate is generally called. They figure to them­
(elves that his power is very extenfive; and, from an obfervation of the {hong COI)lo 
nexions between his OFFICE and their own reprefentatives, imagine that he may do 
WHATEVER HE 'LEASES: but as, in faCt, he DOES NOT eve ina TREY think is 
right; they conclude immediately, that he is omiffive in his t purfues the gr. 
tifications of his own ambition ~ and therefore his power ten r to deft roy, 
than fupport tilt common· wealth. 

OPINIONS 
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::fiI"." taken up in a hurry, and with prejudices, are hardly ever jun, with 
.... :to.'pe!'10111S', or things. A minifter, who 1bould happen to be a man of grea~ 

and ambition, joined to grrat parts, is indeed' an objeCt f I F. AI­
Sy; but if the people are true to themre1v{S, how can fuch a m a 11 ort 
felf in his power? We mull be the inftruments of our own ruin whenever 
happens. On tbe oth~r hand, let us confider this office in the hands of a man, 

1'100 MEANS WELL; whofe ambition is M09T APPARE TLY limited, and wBofe PR1-' 

VATE CHARACTER has nothing dangerous in it; fuch a perfon will appear as necef­
far~ he is a valuable fuhjecc. LIberty, in tbe higheft fcofe, has been ideal ever 
lince the crime of our firfr parents; we can only prderve fU(;h a portion of it, as 
we juftty dignify by that e"a'able name. To prevent perplexities in the councils 
of a nation; and irreft 'ori' the con oIlOvernment; it is b come necerr: ry, 
in rome meafure, that tben: fbould be, believe [here is, in almoft every de-
artm~nt of the government, a perfon whom they call a LtA I G .... AN. This 

feems to be the natural cfi'ctl: of fuperior talents, or fuperior iDduftry I of fome di­
ftinguifhed power of doing good, or at leafr a reputation of integrity and dilin­
terefrednefs. Thefe men however ate not the lords, but the fervants of the public; 
and fo long as they behave with moderation; and in the general tenor of their con­
duCt, aCt: with a view to the good of rociety, though with fome imperfeCtions, 
ought they not to be conlidered as USl>FUL and even as ESSENTIAL, to the well­
being of the ftate? Thus the matter will reft on the degree of vi e or imperfeetion, 
that ihould render a MINISTER OriiOllS ot difagreeabJe; and in our ~ftimate of fuch 
defeCts, we muO: compare MEN with MEN, and not with angels. 

WITH regard to the legiflative body or this nation, the FIRST MINIS'l'iR, for this 
is the term th t all parties adopt, I prefume is a kind of reprefentative on behalf of 
the regal prerogative; and his office, as fuch,. is underftood to reconcile the diffi­
culties that may occur, concerning the inrerefi:s and inclinations, of the fovereign 
;1 d his fubjeets. H owany particular man arrives .t this office, is as eafy to com­
prehend, as that kings, like other men, chufe fucb infrrllments for their purpofes 
as they think bdt; and fometirnes they chufe with great propriety. If there was 
flO fuch perf on F OR the crown, it teems as if there would be one AGA1NST it; and 
might nor H r: hurt the co"ftitution yet more; fince it is a principle eftablifhed, that 
the {tate muil be fupported by MONARCHICAL, though Iimit~d, POWER r 

ALL periods of time produce a numerOl1S train of difcontent«i fubje8s, fome WITH, 
and many more WITHOUT reafon. Partial ity [0 our own faults is apt to make us 
afcribe the evils we fuffoo, real or imaginary, to any callfe. rather than to our own 
~icts and imperfeCtionS'. The comparifoh of charaCters renders them odioLls, or 
amiable ' but we ought not, I think, to judge from a few choice fpirits, but con-
Mder what is the general turn of a people. . 

LIBERTT, NATJ AL HONOIt, or whatever idea of moral ('xceMence charms U5, 

neYer DID, nor never CA ~ exift long, without virtue. Virtue is the only {table 
foundation on ieb the happinefs of a. private. man, a family, or a nation CAN be 
built. The eXFrience of all ages proves, that every re~nement foreign to this mfi. 
live, mwfl: ultimateJy terminate in ruin. Vice may reign for a {eafon; but the fu­

pre me 
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preme governor of the world will vindicate his authority: and though this does not 
Iway happen within the fhort compafs of human life; yet NATIONAL vices hav~ 
en e corretled by NATIONAL calamities, and, 1 prefume. ever will be fOe 

cannot ffibly be otherwife in the nature of things; tor if there is a GOD ~ho gG. 
verns the world;. with re(pea to men, ~ELlcror. mufr be the rule of tbat govern. 
mente The coercive power· of human !tgIQatures, can no more fl1pport a fiate with­
out the fLlperior law o~ re.ligion, than dlJe order can be maint ineo, where the jodie 
is as corrupt as the cnmlOal ; , or thr,t 4cht'r as viciol1s, as his offending fon. The 
hiftory of the world proves tillS afferrlOn; and' l believe it is generally found d'ue, 
that fome evils which happen to the body politic, have a great analogy with wounds 
in the nat ral body; that is, that they prove extremely difficult to cure when the 
H AB IT is bad, though they might otherwife beeafily healed. 

TRUE politics are undoubtedly built on true rclioion: a nation long accuft med 
to be governed by laws fOijnded in reafon, and a dt'fence of the rights of mankind, 
cannot fllbmit to any other, without the convllHive pangs of expiring liberty. But 
it is as cafy to conceive that any fiate may be diCfolved by the immorality of the 
peuple, as that there are countries, which having onet' been free, now groan under 
arbitrary power. Let the miferies of fuch countries be trol y known, and a ree 
nation will tremble at every aCt of injufrice that may proctuce them. What avails 
the fuperiority of this confiirlltion, if the virtue ill which it is founded, does not 
continue to fupport its influ nee? The notion of liberty would only ferve to delude 
us with an imaginary phantom; the real excellency of it MUST ever be conneaed 
with the hearts, and minds of the people, com;fponding with the laws; their know· 
ledge and riches being only means fubfervient to its [upport. 

WER E we to lofe our V1R TUE, in the firit1eft [enfe, we muft Jo[e our liberty al[o. 
The arbitrary power which prevails in fome other nations, would be a compulCive 
means of employing THEIR firength to OUR ruin; whilft our freedom of with­
holding our affiftance in fupport of the commonwealth, might, by our aCting can· 
trary to the apparent defit;ns of providence, prepare an eaCier way to their conqueft, 
if we did not fall by our own hands. In proportion to the difobedlence of laws, 
divine or human, by the obfervam:e of which the conftitution has been '10 long and 
fo happily fupported, it muft lend to its diffi)lmion; for the contrary of that which 
fet it up, muft throw it down again. I think nothing can be more demonftrable 
than this; if LIBETINISM is carried to a certain degree, the COERCIVE power ml1ft 
become ARBITRARY, in the rigid fen;e of that word . A nation which has not vil'­
tlle enough to be ruled by the laws of reafon, muft fLlbmit to military force, as is 
now the cafe of much the greateft part of the world. Thlls LIB E R TY ceafes, and 
when that is gone, it is no impropriety to fay the nation is UNDONE. Has ever fo 
formid ble a fl. te as this, fallen, but under the weight of its own vices? Great mo· 
narchies h .. ve been diffol'/ed only by reat corruption and civil difcord ; fo that the 
Almighty has ~ertainly ~nnexed temporal feliciti s to nations, as well as eternal re­
wards to men, in confl!quence of their virtue . 

. I HO.PE this nation will continue great and happy, riii 'l'JMl null end his reign; 
but if the inf,rucabJt: wifdom of providence has ordain~d the period of BR I TJSH hap­
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pklefs to draw to lwl c'nd, by any rule of his government of which we have 1'10 ex· 
rience, we muf!: fubmit to the dec~s of heave!!: but it will ever be in ou· 

OWER 1 am (ure it ouaht to be in our CHOICE, to welcome an HONOURABIJE 0 EA.rH, 

ther ;han I1'l:GLORIOU~ CHAINS. If we DO fall, our hearts ought to bleed as vic­
.tims to liberty and virtue. 

TH E name of a free ftate has fomething divine lodged in it: whirR nVER Y ONE is 
follicitOllS to preferve EVERY ON E, they perform the office of a guardian angel. On 
the other hand, where public fpirit ceafes to prevail in the minds of a people; how 
can t .tong fubfift in that ftate without arbitrary pow ? The notion of a public 
fpiri Qtlnot be con 1 b object is paft, and it looks forward to the verge 
of time. ' We have no y how Id will laft i and little can we pre-
fume on the exiftence of. particular nati ,flowever wife the government of it may 
. be:. but how much gmattr' the probabf of that exiftence, than t;f tbe duration 
of any particular man' life? Man, as con 1 feparate from the community is, 
in the moft· emphatical fenfe, " a thing of nought, his time pafJ'es away like a fba­
" dow:" but with regard to the duties of fociety, he not onlyexifts as long as 
TIME, but is partaker ofa glorious IMMORTUITY . 

WHAT conftitut the grcatnefs or gOodnefs of a man but his rtgard to the fodety ? 
or why is a prince called GOOD, and his people reagy to offer themfelves as VICTIMS 

for his (afety, but as he honurs, loves, and refpeds community, of which he 
profelfes .to be the guardian. 

THE prefent and future happinefs of individuals, as well as the felicity of the 
·ftate, are all intimately dependent on each orher. True politenefs is but humanity 
.. dined, which ultimately centers in CHARITY, PUBLIC LOVE is bllt the fame CHA­

RTTY, adapted to the dignity and profperityof the community, of which we are 
members. A free government is moreover the STATE OF NATURE, with regard to 
the EQ.YALITY of men and of their COMMON RIGHTS. PUBLIC LOVE cannot be fe­
parated from the idt'a of fllch a f!:ate; and as the notion of this love . implies a de. . 
fire of the virtue, and TEMPORAL felicity of men; it is analogous with-that charity~ 
which the ALMIGHTY has appointed as the GREAT RULE of conduCt; and WITH­

OUT WHICH he has given mankind no title to ETERNAL happinefs. 

THe liberty for which we pretend to be ready to die, necelfarily includes the love 
.of poikrity; but an immoderate tendernefs of ourfdves, on the NAR1WW PRIN­

CIPLE of a vicious fdf-Iove, is injurious to pofterity. Upon this NARROW PRINCI­

PLE it is, that we do not conCent to a fman change of our manner of life, that would 
.enable us to (upport the ftate jn greater fafety, reputation, and fplendor. ith­
.out a fubmiffion to fome a8:s of ftlf dtnial, we can neither be politically, nor mo­
rally virtuous: we cannot fupport fuch an equality of ftrength, nor fuch a con­
liftency of conduct, as are elfentiJl to the maintenance of fo admirabJe a conftitution 
as ours; nor be ~nabled to guard againft the oVt'r bt-ariog infolen~ and fuperior 
numbers of our tnqnies. It muft needs -be, at either we are not aware of the 
..enci of the courfe .we run J or we do not mean what we fay, when we talk of filii­
ling our blood in the caufe of liberty. If the former, we only want CONfiID£llA­

: if the JUt,"r. we want EVlUll' THJNG for whicb life ought to be dcfirablc:. 
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11' is a very familiar, but no lefs juft thought, which e firul in a late celebrated 
riter., in allufwn to the prefent ftate of things in chis lSI. D. There have heen 

tl e of much greater dan~r than the preCent; yet if we c0!lfider what the ordinary 
confequences of human actions are, and by what means nations, yel more formid _ 
ble than this, have come to ruin, we {hall underftand the force of what the auth'ar 

, has remarked: "From their II r.ailleries, on the barbarity and mikry of our ISLA 
" one cannot help reflecting on the furprizing fate and revolution of king<JIi'iln .... 
" how ROME, once the miftrers of t~e world, the feat of arts, empire, a 
" now lies funk in floth, ignorance, and poverty; enflaved to the moft cruel, as 
" as to the moft contemptible of tyrants, fuperftition, and religious im~re_ 
" whilft this remote COUntry, antiently thejeft: and contempt eX the polite R.OMANS, 
" is become the happy feat of liberty. plenty, letters, flourilhiDg in all the arts 
" and refinements of civil lite, yet running perhaps the fame coone, which R.OME 
'" itfelf haci run belore it, from virtuous ind..dtry to wealth, from wealth to Iwtury, 
" from luxury to an imp~ of difdpline and corruption of morals, till, by a 
" total degeneracy and lofs of virtu~ being grown ripe for deftrutl:ion, it fall a 
" prey at laft to fome hardy opprelR>r; and, with the lor, of liberty, lofing every 
" thing eIfe that is va1uabl~, fink gradually again iDto its original barbarifm." 

HUMAN nature being ever the fame, to form ajuft idea of thiDgs, we muft trace 
them to their fountain. Self-prefervation is the firft and ftrongeft law in nature. 
What is our duty in obedience to this law? We know that a nation is compofed of 
many individuals, who have one common intereft; that the different ranks, em­
ployments, and circumftances of a people, are only means e1fential to the fupport 
of the public; and that every condition of life has its peculiar happinefs, as well as 
mifery. Providence has been indulgent to us all; do we move on this great plan, 
and according to the orders of that providence? Do we not rather vie with each 
other; not who fhall be wifeft. but who /hall excel moft in vanites, and expenfive 
follies; and thus deviating from the great principle laid down, at Jeaft, PREPARI 
a way for ruin? 

v:'be prt!"IJal,ncy of example. tJ'ht great rit-bes and IIdvant.ges whicb this ISLAND esjoys. 
A tnililia proper as the guard 8f #Nfl "a/j01fal hldiwgs. Condlljio1l, 

I T is a general, a:1d perhaps juft complaint, that whilft we aim at in:taginary per­
feaion in theory, our real condutl: falls fhort of the virtUe that 15 praCticable, 

and within our reach. Superior opportUnities of knowledge ought to produce fu­
perlor degrees of virtue: and can it be acpeaod, that t lower cl.afies. of the peo­
ple will be virtuo , • whilft the higher negJed: to inftruCl: them. by theIr ~ample? 
The reformation of manners called for by part of cbe nauon, and umverfaHy 

. acknow-

• Dr. ,.'DIlLITOIl', life of CICUO. ~ McuiDl the anciat aOlrlAN •• 
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R£FLECTIONS ON PUBLJC LOVE. Part If. 
'.rMWJcdged to 'be' nccelfary, muft chen be moft countmanced by perf OIlS' in the 

emiRtnt life.; a gradation to tbe lowcr.clafies will be cafy aad familiar. I 
t' 

UNI>ER the Jaws and the lOvereign. perfonsof high rank and great fortunes are 
t e parents and guardians of the people: in their hands, more immediately, is de­
Wlited that gloria plan ~hich our, ~t anceftors have tranfinitted to us: if ~ H EY 

are not careful fO preferve It £r01l1 vIOlation, what are we to expeCt: from the DREGS 
of the people ? 

'on generally prefcribe and fupport the rule of mens conduer ; 
tJiR.IIW;CI8lC~uenoes Gf odern cullom of following a CONTI-
~ ... " by perfi ... of both fexes, but idlenefs and 

~ of: every deno' among the ? The ~. faibiooable manner 
of .life, [0 minds yet u~, muft,' be very, natUre of' enervate that 
fIrm and ferious <:aft of thought, whichis the true {ouree of v1i:tuc and public love. 
\Vhl!n the foberer duties of life become as things accidental, and w.hich. we have no 
inclination to attend .·t ought not to be expc:Cted, that the inte.teft.of the·commu­
nity will be regarded. If the duty we owe to one private family..be irkiOme, what 
muft be the confKierarioft of that which we owe to a million of families? If religion 
is the true foundation of the virtUe in queihon;. will it not ibvtle us to think of the 
ioconfiderable number of opulent families in tllis ISLAND, that inculcate the FEAR or 
GOD in the minds of their numerous dependents, as a principle effential to the well .. 
being of the !tate? 

HXAVEN has been indulgent to men, by endowing them with an imitative faculty; 
though our perverfenefs often convens, that facuky into a curfe. Example can cer~ 
tainly make faims or devils; and every day's obfervation muft convince us, that 
there is a generou& pride in human nature, which perpetually carries us to worthy 
aCtions when the pattem is fet before our eyes: efpeda if by a ikilful conduer it is 
brought down to the level of our comprehenfions. Nothing can {trike more forci­
bly on the minds of the lower orders of men, than .the perfonal attention, and reli­
gious, as well as humane conduCt of the rich, the wife, the noble, in that vaft · 
fcene of aCtion, the public good. It is this which affords infinite entertainment 
to the different difpofitions and capacities of men; particularly of thofe whom pro­
vidence, by a liberal indulgence, has, ih a more peculiar manner, appointed for 
this great work. The meafures of co pulfion, in a free ftate, cannot, in a11 refpeers, 
quadrate with the minds of the common people, more than with perJOns in high 
life. Public love, fo little underfrood in arbitrary governments, muft be a free ef­
• of the mind, and brought into aaicn by the force of a virtuous example. 

1 T is undoubtroly true, in the prefent ftate of mankind, t t tbe pure diaates of 
reafon and religion are infufficient to the fupport of any {bte. without the coercive 
power of human laws t the affiftancc of thofe laws muft be fRqucncly "}.led in; and 
~appy is tha~ people, who are obe~ient to them; but fUll cumple will never lofe 

force, whilft humaD nature CO~tulues the fame. . 

I.Ava 



REFLECTIONS-'ON PUBLIC·LOVE. 75 
I HAV! often heard this nation defcribed, as a country where no-body· regards 

he laws. Whatever dc:gree of truth there may be in this harfh imputation, it is cer-
in that -numbers are obliged to fubmit to them; or the galJows would not exhibit 

-fo frequent and fo hideous a fpedacle! How ought we to ende:rvor, by every art of 
-EXAMPLE and PERSWASION; to do that, which iX~ERJENC\ evinces cannot be ef-
.feded by FORCE? 

-IT is really amazing to confider how much the lower claffes of the pe are 
, TAU G H T to break the laws of this country.. The fad is, that the end propoid by 
'many of the laws is ', continually defeated; and that by means so It.U'1 BJ) tbat, 
-one would imagine, here were people who make the evaflOn of laws a regular ftudy ; 
and in which they acquire a greater proficiency,. than others in making laws. Is it 
.the excellency or defeCt this t:Oftftitation, tbat the legiflature is Co tender, in pu­
nilhing ofFenders for bare Nbrerfuges and equivocations, in regard to the laws t 

IN confequchce of the common people being tbus TAUGHT the Alt.T of violating 
,the laws, liberty is frequently converted into licentioumefs; or at kaft into a neg1elt 
of that conduCl: which the 1a require fortbe GOOD of the WHOU COMMUNITY. It 
may be obferved that whatever they do not find for thetr Plt.IVATE CONVENIENCE, 
they are apt to think a violation of their fioeedom. Thus they neglect the cl.Jltiva­
tion and improvement of their mallners; and hence it follow, that foreigners are 
apt to fay, that the LIBER. TY of ENGLAND is confined to thofe who have no pro­
;perty b. 

To trace there leff'er evils to their {ouree, we thall find they arife from others, 
~hich. are of great~r moment, but pafs uncorr~ded. Can the _anful de!eat of t~e 
·lOtentlon of the legdlarure be a fubJeCl: of wonder, when the Informer 19 held, H1 

fome degree, infamous? Here alfo the want of example feems to threaten us. 111 -
formations have, no dOuQt, been often proftituted to villainous purpofes; he(lce ' 
'the common people, who have no immediate Jhare iry making Jaws, adopt it as " 
'kind of principle of honor to conceal the tranfgreffion of them c. Men of educar 
tion and fentiment fee the abfurdity of this proceeding: they know that, next to 

L2 ilie 

a The conduct of fome of o.ur people has fometimes brought to my memory a converfation of no :In­
tient date; between a certain perCon of dill inction and a POLl SH lord: the latter maintained th':l.t the POI, E S 

,enjoyed Ihe moft liberty of any people in the wOII and might be properly denominated the only free 
nation: the other replied. that he knew a people fuperior to the POL ES, meaning the JC; H~ LMtlCK.5 I for, 
fays he, thefe may nOt only ki:1. but alfo eat onc another. 

b I remember the ftory of an INGLISH gentleman. who, being jull come from PARts, complainod 
tudly of the infolenc:e of the footmen in LONDON, and wHhed to fee fome of them pulled from b hind 
~eir mailers coaches. His father. who was a MASTER of the GREAT SCIENCE of liberty, replOved 
ilim, by obferviog. that though it was true, many of thefc men were very infolent, this abufe ought to be 
regarded as a natural effect of liberty in vulgar minds; that the remedy of this might be ,~rfe' than the 
.difeafe I for the authority which fhould extend to pulhAe footman from UH INO the coach for fuch ot­
ience~, milM .Ifo pun the mafter OUT of it. In oppofition to this iDftanCt: of abufed llbt(tlf. what {ball 
we fay of cRe infolo ce of &rbitrary power, where fervallt, partake of the al1thority of their mafters, and 
e n In fo p61ite a city as P /1.11.1', men in high rank and office fecm, to de~gate a kind of arbitrary power 
• lhciJ domefticl; and perhap" the footmen tlterc are freqllClltly mOre in(otent thawthofe of LO . POll_ 

C What {alfe notions of honor p'revail in fome coontries, eveD among &lie: be ~ Cortof people! I have 
bee told in poa TVO/l.I., that, If the murderer of the father has taken /helter onder the roof of the font 
he thinks himfelf'beund in hoDor, if not to protea him, to rclella.rum f ..... \Jftice. till he is (ali ly ns· 
moved fro. fach hoIlfe, ~'hicll haa been thus eUtca u an .fylum. 



eTtO s UBLrc LOVE. Past n. 
"""1_1'1l,'fCiF. the moft y-aJ,uable mem of che community is RE, who executes 

law. with jutlice; and that fiE, a principle of public love, will no 
an idle fpeetator ot the breach of 'them. comes in for tbe next than: of hono . 

whether it is from a jealoufy, that he who' is charged with the execution of the 
will not perform his DUTY; or from a Etaftardly fear of the refentment of thofe 
tranfgrefs; how rare is it to hear of any i.nformation being lodged by a gentle­

though he is always fuppofed the beft Judge ' of the propriety of fuch com-
• ts; and hi. veracity moft to be depended on ? ' 

" for US, that, if we will not exert oumlves in tetting ~ example, 
,,1Iar.iI·1Id in fc • tDifeb' 1 SUR..EI are taken to Ri fome bounds 

w_as and diffip in that day".? which in all ages, and in 
. iliud countries • world, has ncr devoted inlnJaion, to do-

meftF oeconomy, arwl aU ious du' . mber life. It t ohe prefumed, 
th~t even the young and gay, will chearfu~ly fubmit to fo !alutary a law. 

,IT is rome aonkdation aIfO to rdIctt, that our deviation5 ftom "'nue are not con· 
dant , e fympnthizt witt.. the intquaJity of our climate i ib that fuppofing virtue at 

, prefent to ,be in no great veneration, it 1my becot\1e fafhionabk again. Nor ought 
the moft ferious to imagine, that we .m without a large portion of it: To believe 
the tontr.ary, is not only an injunice with regard to the people at 'a~, but it would 
-altO weak n the C&u1C: of VIRTUB, by mifreprefenting the ftrength of her forces. 

IF the motives derived from the fear of national punifhment, do not infpire us 
~ith an higherfenfe of public love; yet 'We can never forget the pleafures and advan~ 
tages we elljoy. We ought to make thefe a motive to gratitude, fo as to produce 
the fame effeCt. Look round. and' furvey the noble firuttures, and the profufion 
of their ufeful, their magnificent, their fuperb appendages, in this great metropo-
Jis. Confider the flol1riflling £late of every branch <?f learning, art, and {cience. 
Let us fend our thoughts abJlOad to the numerous regions of the earth, to which 
our commerce is extended, and from whence fuch fources of wealth flow in upon 

. Let us confider what an increafe of ricb,es our AMEB.lCAN colooies produce, 
"Rich is fo much the more valuable, ~ it is more independent of the politics of 
other nations. But, above all, Jet us contemplate ' the beauteous face of this 
ISLAND, and the various delights it affords: the noble fabrics, with the feveral 
proud monuments of antiquity, in al~ every part of .ENOLAND: gardens un­
equ lied by any in the world; mines rich m fuel and ~ metals; hills and vallies, 
riv.ers ~nd feas, all confpiring to render us rich and happy. The ALMIGHTY feel11l 
to have made choice of this ISLAND as the great granary of !UR.OP! and AMERICA e. , 

He 
d Aa for ,uwenrlng ho. of divernon being opeeed till five in tile eveDing. 
c I am not righdy "quaioted with the com~ of our growth of com, The bounty allowed by 

parli;uncat i. OIIe yqr aJDflIIDt.ed .. CNIC .teat izty daoafand pCJQdl at' Aft Mings a quarter. 
which is one hundred and twenty-cip, daouCaaci tuDS expoJIed jll ODe fpeaia of araiJJ OIl1y. 8om .. late 
potidcaI rem.rk$ illre1atioD to taking ~ the bouer. arc mudllabored. upoo chit priftciple. tllat it malles 
..... and cORrequcotiy labor, dearer. BuuherClII not a WOld IDClltioncit or the Indufu-y it has been the 
cute of promoting; of the impro¥elftCt\t of tbcla.ftds, ear lbat die cheaper we fell our bread. like other 
coaa.llitin. tile gr_.r will be _ tItmmd&broecl.I aDd t.iiy, thedle price i1f'bread am~ \IS might 
DQC .... to ao ~ ..... It JUr perUp:PNY~:mere •• is DKCliry J but it is • faa. 

that 



REFLECTIPNS ON U LIC ·LOV~. Chap. II. 17 
.He has enabled us alfo to befriend m.nkiAd, in cloasltins them in every quarter 
the globe. OUf wool is computed to near twel millions ben manufaCtured; . 
s four times the revenues of one of the greateft empires ' in the world, and w . 1 

now feems to hold the balance of EUIlOPBAN power. 

BUT when we confider the admirable laws to which we are fubjea; the ~ go. 
vernment we are under; and the pure religion we profefs, can we forbear u)t. 
ing in the thought of being born members of fuch a c~mmunjty; or fendi up OW 
prayers in incenfe of gratitude, to beg that generations yet unborn may enj~ all 
there good things? Shall we however prefumo to ASK. this bleffing, and at the 
fame time INDULGE a condu& derogatory religion, and repupaQt to thofe laws? 
With what confiftency CAN e atk it, whiIft know tbat immoralitl has fllb­
verted manarchies du .5 of the orld r It mult: then prdumed upon 
the hole. that ever, fi' wi frand felf·coodemned; or fban thofe ~ions, 
which tend to hun the com 'ly, of which he is himfelf a member; and, as far 
as in his power, promote the general &ood. Thus he will increa!e his own felicity, 
and whiHt the fcme of his poral JOYS is enlarged, it will naturally be attended 
wlth firm perfuafion of a gloriQus immortality. . 

. 
THEil! is yet one reBexion which flo'IVs from a general view of our circumftances. 

Nothing can be held without certain conditions of tenure: happily for mankind, 
nations are generally apt to thlOk more highly of themfelves than of others; and in 
'that opi~on they might remain felf-fi isfied, if the other paillons were at reft; but 
that feldom happens. A peo'ple diftinguifhed among the nations of the earth, mnft 
expeCt to be the occafional object of envy, jf not of ambition. We are led both by 
reafan and experience. to know that thefe paffions are the chief motives to wars: 
and that they do in faCt produce wars almoft periodicaJIy. It is not the politics of 
this nation to attempt the conqlleft of any country in EUROPE' and the waters 
which furrollnd us are a great fecurity againft invafion. do the fame reafon 
and experience teach us, that this juft fyftem of politicks, or even that the waters 
and our fhips, are fo fecure a fafeguard, !Ilder the feveral actidents 'to which naval 
affairs are fubjea, as the liberty and riches of this nation, or, in other words, the 
juft eftcqm we ought to have for ourfelves, demand? If they are llot, we feem to 
need a militia. . 

PROVIDENCE within a thort period, confounded a formidable attempt againft us: 
We might have defeated that attempt in the ordinary courfe of things; but if one 
expedient had failed, we thould, methinks, have had another at hand, on which we 
might make a reliance. I hope we have virtue enough left, to truft ourfelves with 
arms.: it is high time to reform, if we have nat. We cannot indeed fuppert a very 
I;lrge army., nor is it deemed proper that we fhould. At the fame time expe­
rience proves, that the friendthip of other nations ~s not to be reUed on; and that 
princes kldom do any thing for each other but upon mercenary principles. We are 
in rhe neighbourhood of a fOrmidable power, and know their temper and di~fi. 

tlOn. 

that, among the manufK\urers, they do much tbe U6aT work when provition arc cbcapelt Be tbi. 
as it may lUI periU4ed. that if elu: ~1 a(CQ,IlOt wu tlated witk the " If 011 c.or~ 
we fhouid ind oureel.,CI very conid rable gaiDCrl hf We publi( ~c. I ~JJm •. 



Ft.ECTtONS 0 ° UBLle LOVE. Part n. 
COUld we be fure of foreign (uee upon any extremity, would it be pru .. 

to truft to the courage, or ftrength, or hondly of fuch foJdi~r5, to fight our 
at our own doors; when our property, our religion, and confequently ou ' 

, mi~ht be at ftake? And if fuch an ally were able to protea us, there could 
no folid fecurity againfr his exaaing what conditions he pleafed, for the defence 
had afforded? Hiftory, I believe, furnifhts us with reafons to be jealous of fo, 

forces in this ifland. 

I; it' power which governs fiates; if no compaa, or law, except the Jaw of 
arms, ca ordinarily an e~ents which happen to nations in confequence of 
invafi and wars; i 'es, h~ peaking, franc! on th 's foundation; 
fbouJd we not adapt • in fome .meaftlre, to the worth of the objet!: to 

defended? If men More in a ftate of nature, nation would fuffer each 
other to be at reft BUt am afraid the gOJden age never exifted 1im:e the FALL, 
tllough fome .nati~s' he world, fro!f1 their virtue, their ~ruation, and the 
genius of thelr netghUobrS, may have enjoyed, for ages, an uninterrupted peace. 
In the prerent condition of EUIlOP!, and the well known corruption of mankind, 
what flate can long promife itfeIf that happinef!l? The depravity of its inh itants 
will not permit it. All we can do, i~ to live as if we defired peace; but were nei­

'ther afraid of war, nor unable to bear the inconveniencies which attend it; oleaft of 
al11hould we be unp~d for felf-defence. 

NUMEROUS armies are every where kept up on the continent; there are alfo few 
places of any moment, but what are well fortified. If we HAV! a fufficient bul­
wark by means of our Ou.ps, it is certainly better to learn how to ufe the 1huttle and 
plow!hare, than the fwonf. :But if our !hips are NOT fufficient, to put us ENTI RELY 

on an equality; or, as we ought to wi!h, to render us fuperior in ftrength to other 
princes; ·there Is., at leaft there S.E,EMS to be, ' fomething wanting to our fecurity. 
Perhaps it will be fortune to make war again upon the continent: a militia, 
were 'it well ordered, could in ofuch cafe, be no unhappy appendage to thofe advan­
uges which nature has fo liberally beO:.wed on this iOand. However the notion 
may be exploded conterning 'FRANCE'S afpiring at univerfal monarchy; it is, I be- J 

1ieve, undenied, that the genius of that people ever leads them to Illili~ary exploits. 
This does not promife any good to themfelves or to. mankind in get1ef'al, but fo it 
is: they are bred to arms, and delight in them: they are ad:ive, enterprifing, and 
·never long at reft. How often have they 10ft fifty or an hundred thoufand men in 
purfuit of a point; which, if obtained, c:ou1d be of no coniCquence to the happinefs 
of the people of FRANC!? Befides, thelf delire of conqueft for theoGLOR Y of their 
°MONAllCH·, or, in other words, for their own vanity, however fantafric a prindpte 
it may be, is generally as ftrong on their minds, as the jealous care of fecuring our 
°J.IBEIlTY, is, andougllt to be, amo s. 

BVT granting that oa militia, loch as ~ld be eBelltian~ lerYic;eabJet might be at­
-tended with fome inconveniences: \t may till ~ afked, I. this iOand in a ftate of 
proper defence? If it is, it reem, ~afonaD1e to think we are beft as we are; if it is 

not, 

~;':=&~_ri1,1teri" wIIoac?er their kiDI bec:omea 



Chap. It. ~EFLECTIONS ON PUBLIC LOVE. 
not, there is one common intereft. abftralted from aU the Jow pcincipks of con~"'':;t<, 
ing parties, which calls on us to rectify this part of our occooomy. 

NATIONS have been undone by indolence; and y their ignorance of the uft-of 
arms, as well as for want of courage. If gentlemen of property, mcchani or 
men bred to and fupporred by labor and every honeft an of induftry, were t 
how to defend their own houres againft a foreign enemy, if fuch 1houJd da~ in 
the iOand, furely they could be no objf:cts of jealoufy or fear to the nation. '~iO.ajld 
we be fo loft to all fenfe of duty to ourfelves, as to employ the means of cv .. 
RITY to our OWN DESTRUCTION? Such muLl: every attempt be deemed which iJ 
injurious to the prefent family on 'the thrope, or to the prefent-conffitution: but if 
the intereft of the fovercign and hill people are the fame, .as who ~ doubt they are, 
that which wilJ fecure THBII. inte-relt, mull eftablilh Hrs aIfo. 'There is rearon 
enough to think in the cafe before us, that the crown is as much interefted as the 
people. But it feems to have betn the peculiar uQhappinels of this nation, to entertain 
jealoufies on this fubjeCt, iometimes WITHOUT reafon; and, what is worfe, fome­
times WITH reaton. It may be hoped for the fUtlUe no caufe will be given for fuf­
picipns, which prepare the way for national evils. There have been men, whore 
conduct no lover of hi country can mention without forrow; men who, tired of 
TREIIl OWN happinefs, and regardlefs of the GENERAL GOOD, chofe to run the 
greateft rilk of being miferable, out of a wanton defire of change. And are there 
yet remaining fuch perfons, whofe feeret inclinations are the caufe of obftruccing 
thofe meafures which the wifdom of the government might otherwife think nece1fary 
to our prefent fecurity, or to that of pofterity? 

TH E fafety of nations, under providence, is their vigilance, and care in providing 
themfelves with ::hat which experience proves to be moft effential to their defence; 
that is, money, and men inured to toil and difcipline. The genius of the ~RrTJSH 
nation is military; yet it feems as if eafe and plen ty had rendered us in fome re­
fpeets aver(e to arms, and that we have more oceafion for a fpur than a bridle. But 
it is confeffed that we make a brave fi ure in fig ting abroad, for our friends; 
fhould not we at leaf\; LEARN how to fight for ourfelves, when much mare may be 
at ftake ~ . 

MANY of the officers of our army are not only perfons of the firft quality, but 
men of the greateft bravery and fenfe of honor. There are fome of conGderable 
property; and it [eems to be an indignity to fuppote, that the bulk of them do not 
underltand the duty they owe their country, for the advantages they enjoy as mem­
bers of the community, abfiracted from their pay as officers. Our common loldiers 
al~, ]oofe and immoral as they arc, poffefs a certain innate humanity, infeparable 
from t t courage by which they have ways diftinguilhed themfelves. Is there 
any fe-ar that fuch an army can be proftitllted to any vile purpofe, whilft the land 
is ruled by a JUST and a WOIl THY prince? 

A STANDING army, fuch as the revenUeA of the fiate can bear, according to the 
prefent appearances of things, feems uccclfary, eyen now in time of peace; not to 
awe the JleOPle, but for the dignity of the crown H give it a oeceJJary wright, 

and 



R F L "E C T.t 0 N SON p t1 B liI C L () . 
m provide for ~~r; efpeciaJly whittt g¥eft ftanding a~mie!l are fo 'much" in 

ion all over E"lTROPE, and particularly il1 tRANCE. But, with regard to a fre 
I "~_~ commercial people, there ill ever be this material difference between a mIlitia, 

a ftanding army; that the one are fuppofed never to be idle, and the other but 
m employed; confequently the ftate gets by the former in proportion to their 
f. whiJft the latter are of no ufe except upon emergencies d. The difficulty is • 

..pon what footing to efta.blifh a militia fo as to remove all occ~fion of jealollfy. If 
a co9venient number was fupported in fuch counties, as the firuation, or rearons 
of flate m y render molt proper, under the command of a-lord lieutenant, who 
might be a nobleman of and difcretion, and appointe~ by his majefty's coun-
ciJ; fuch a 'ftep might give t'hc ~ a weight, which upon a general 
view of things it now want. 

A l' tbe fame time, if ftder the ~ of this ftate, 'lftd the -genius of the 
~ple, perhaps. tlte ODly nt to animate a peafant to do • dt1t1 of a foldier, 
whenever he is called t is, that he be under the comn;ta'ftd of the gentleman; 
who is his familiar neighbour, and who engages to {hare with 'm in one common 
Jabor. This perhaps is the only method to infpire him with juft fenril1lenrs, and 
render him o~dien to difciplin Thofc wh0 urge that the officers of the army 
"ought not to be admi ted into the militia, {eem to give greater proof of their jea. 
loufyof the crown, than of their love to the people. Might not1uch officers be ex .. 
tremely ferviceable under particular drcumftances e? And were fame of thefe fuch 
as have property in their particular counties, might they not he a means o~ con­
ciliating thofe interefts and tempers which tOO frequently clafh amongft country gen­
,tlemen? Nor is there fuch a difference between fcarlet and any other colour, but that 
a gentleman of the country and another of the army, might agree perfectly in the 
fame common intereft. In fhorr, whether any thing of this kind can CONSISTENTL Y 

be done for us or not; let us keep up a fenfe of VIRTUOUS UBERTY, and that! 
hope will ever render us INVINCIBLE. 

WRITING to the public, whatever the fubjeC't be, implies a delire to propagate an 
cpinion, or to recommend fome particular rule of conduct: but in fubjrcts of thi! 
nature we are apt to write, or read, wich prejudice, which is certainly not the true 
way to benefit by either; or, in other words, it cannot be the way to acquire juft 
ho.&;ions of things, ~r to render us wifer and better . 

• aO ~J 

, ' 'fo be entirely of neither fide, in rome controverted cafes, is perhaps t~ ONt. Y WA'It 

to have a due Jove and refpeCt for both; or, tl) fpeak more clearly, it is the heft 
means of acquiring fuch a degree of knowledge, of the intereft of our country, as 
wilt render us good fubjects, and good m n. If thofe who A CT ought to be '­
cumfpect in their determination; 'furely 0 ers, who have not ruch opporel! ities of 
lnfotmarion, fhouId deliver their opinion wieh care. Prejudices will ever divide 
mankind, and fupport different opinions: the people of a free ftate have the liberty 
o£ declaring their fcntimcnts; aor is the any danp from thence, except from men 

of 
1Ii~ 10&4, ad dther paItltc I, bat dlal 40ea DOt fc:cm 

,.,.iclUar, to difcipliae'" e:rcrcifc a 



Chap. II. REFLECT IONS ON PUBLIC' LOVE. 
of fierce and turbulent fpirits. Common fenfe teaches us to compaffionate the falfe 

Judgments which arife frof!1 education. or intereft; but to obferye .th~ r?rs on both 
Tl,des, and leave reafon to Judge what IS heft upon the whole, and what IS practica­
ble under particular circumftances, is, the talk of an honeft and a wife ftate[man. 
The fame rule is nece1fary, in judging of thefe matters, as fpeaators only. The 
paffions being thus reftrained; and the judgment left to its natural freedom; we 
{han require nothing more than goodnefs- of heart, to become a NATION of PHILO­

SOPHERS and PATRIOTS. 

VOL. II. M PART 
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ltING OF THE SEFFIE DYNASTY. 

C .. 1I A P. I. 

:i ;hrltwlog;cIII aC&fni~ Df the PEll'SIAN ewpire, /tv)m its /8ll"datifJII '" eya vs the 
GllEAT, ;11 the ,ear of tbe 'World 34~6, tfJ the ;1I'lHljifJII ~ ALEXANDEll ,'" 

GltEAT. 

C Y R U S tlH OILIAT, A. M. 3.26 a, 

T HE PEllSJ-AN empire. founded by CYllVl the G..EAT, was the- fCC!ODd 01 
the four antient monarchies which have been ai1hed in the world. It 
js remarkable that this wife and formidable . . wa$ mentioned . by name 

in the facred fcriptures two hundred years befOR his bi . for GOD was pleaMd to 
declare that he would be his guide. and Jead him by the hand to fubdue aU IIIEions 
before him. • 

THIS prince was the fon of CAIIBYSES king a£ r~UIUI·.I'.t 
of ASTYAGES king of MEDIA. CYAXAlll who fUfil_~ 

W.A DA A "hur 
. !athu ASTYAGU, 



Chap. I. A SUMMARY VIEW, ~. 
being threatened with an invation by the king of BABYLON, entered into an alliance 
with the king of PER.SIA, and feveral other princes bordering on his dominions; on 
this oceafion CAMBYSE9 fent CYRUS with thirty thoufand foot to join the P,UDES . 

C¥RUS entered the enemy's country, and gained a compleat vitl:ory over the R.'I. - • 

BYLONI AN 5 in the firft engagement, in which their king feil in b~ttle. He then 
marched up to the walls of BABYLON, but finding that the garri{on cQnfifred -()f an 
tiu'ndred thoufand men, he retired with CYAXARES into MEDIA, to It:rengthen their 
.alliance and augment their forces. CVAXARES, fenfible of the merit of his nephe 
CYRUS, gave him his daughter in marriage, and made him hoir to his MEDIA 

minions; upon which CYRUS returned towards BABYLON, leaving CY AXAR ES in M 

DIA. He furprifed the BABYLONIANS before they joined their forces, and ma 
ing with the utmoft expedition, gave them batde, .and was a feejood time viaorio 
He took SARDIS, and making CRJESUS ki I.YDIA b pri~ . tJ;M' _ .... 

-of al1 his treafure and the wealth that city ~ but re~t .... ~.;.~ 
throne. • 

AFTER, rubdu~ the ASIA, SYIlIA, and pan of A. A.J~ CYR.tM BAULO 
a fecond time to waUi BYLON. He aufed Ii number of canal to be ,Jaken by 
and ort the cv. of the feat, cutting the banks of the EtTl>HllATES, the ater of cYavs• 

er btlng let into the canJIs, fell fo Jow, that he marched feveral bodies of 
'loth fides of the city, along the bed of the river. The BABYI.O lANS 

were then foJemnizing a grand feftivaJ, X, that he found an opportunity of entering 
the brazen gates whicb the drunken BA.VLONIANS had left open} and taking 8:A1.­

SHAZAR. the king and his whole court prifoners, put them to the fword, fulfilling 
the prophecy of DANIEL, · that the cruelties which the BABYl.ONIANS had exercifed 
upon others, fhould be returned upon themfelves. 

CYR.UJ, after being twenty-fix years general of the forces both of his farher and 
uncle, at length recovered aU the countries in AFRICA and LESSER ASIA, which had 
been in fubjeCtion t~ the ASSYRIAN empire. He then returned to BABYLON, and 
both hill father CAMBVSU and his uncle CVAXAR.ES dying, he became the folt: mo­
narch of this vaft emp~ of PERSIA. 

IN lrA ~arof the reign of CYRUS c, expired the feventieth year of the JEWISH 

capth1f;t'i B4BVLON, and by the advice of the prophet DANIEL he publifhed an 
ediCt Itbtiil_\be n:mple of JEIWSALEM and repeopiing that city with its an .. 
tient • tants'::,:ne reftored all the ve1fels of the temple, which NEBUCHADOMOlOk 

had ta from thence and placed in the temple of BAAL at BABYLON. Upon thit 
the JEW to thcit own country under the conduCt of ZORORABJL. In 

PERSIAN empire extended from the gulph of ORMUS and the.aD 
JOPIA on the fouth, to the EUXINE and C SPIAN SEAS on thenonh. 
INDU ·on the eat\:, to the dcferts of LYBIA·, the M!DITIa.llA· 

AN r SEAS on the weft. ... 

M~ 

c 4. M. ~"26. • Now called tla. 
T. 1 Aa.C:IlI1I1o.CI .. 



A, SUMMARY VIEW OF Part IIr. 
CYRUS made it the buhnefs of his reign to exercife juftice, and to relieve the op­

preffed; governing the nations he had conquered with fllch humanity and tender. 
nefs, that they became his. faithful fubjects.. He reigned fole monarch of PERSIA. 
only feven years, and died in BABYLON leaving his fon CAMBYS:E,S his fucceifor. 

CAM B Y S E S, A. M. 3433'. 
SOON after CP;M BYSES afcended the- throne of PERSIA; AMASIS the tributary king 

of EGYPT, endeavoured to render himfelf independent of the PERSIAN crown. 
CAMBYS~S invade~ EGYPT, but AMASIS dying, he gave battle to his Jon pSAME~ 

ITUS, and entirely defeated him: this prince flying to MEMPHIS a his capital, was . 
taken prifonel', and the- city furrendered; on' which not only the EGYPTIANS 
fubmitted to CAMBYSES, but J.IBYA, CYRENIACA b, and other dlftant countries 
fought his wotettion. But the ETHIOPIANS, and the inhabitants of that part of 
AFlll.CA where ftood the temple of JUP'1'u. AMMON, refufing to fllOrnit, he in:­
vaded both at the tame time. The army he fent againft the AMMONIANS,' was de­
ftroyed by a tempeft, which raifed the-fands in fuch a mabner that his troops were 
fuffocated. In ETHIOPIA he fucceeded but little better, the greateft part of his 
troops were deftroyed Ly famine, and redUl ... eu 1:0 the necemtyof eating human Belli. 
With the fmall remains of his army he returned to THEBES, where he plundered 'the 
temples of that opulent city of all thcir valuable mov.eab~s, and demolillied thofe 
beautiful ftruchues. 

GA'MB YSES became fo jealous of his brother S1-{ERDIS, wHo had· accomp.ani~d him 
in this war, that he fent him into PERSIA, and there caufed him to be murdered •. 
His fifrer 'M'EROE, whom he had married, fuffered the fame. fate, for. making fome 
reflections on this act oE cruelty. This prlhce, who was proud, had fo little fenfi:' . 
bility of the laws of humanity, that he caufed many.of his great. officers to be buried 
alive. He one dayafked PREXASPES what the people faid of-him? That mi: 
nifter replied, they admired his many good qualities, but wifhed . that he had nqt 
fuch an inclination for wine. "That is, returned CAMnYSES, they. imagine that: 
U wine deprives me of my ienfes, but you fualljudge of that immediately." Ha·: 
ving drunk more than ufual, he ord~red his cup-bearer, who was fon to PREXASPES, 
to ftand at the further. end of the room, and taking a bow and arrow, declared he 
aimed at his neart i after he had fuot him, he ordered the young lord to be opened, 
and his heart to be brought to him; the arrow hav.ing pierced it, he ewed it to hi!i 
father', and afked him if he had not a fteady hand .? The unhappy parent replied. 
with the flattery of the modern times. to PER.SIAN kings;, "APOllO himfeJf could 
" not have iliot better.'" 

l'N the eighth year of the reign of CAMBYSES, an impofror, refeinbling hi; bro~ 
ther SMERDIS who had been put to death, ufurped the crown. CAMBYSES, whQ . 
was then abfent, marched againfr the ufurper. but, as he was mounting- his horfe~ 
his fword flipping out of its fcabbard g&Ye him a wound in the thigh, of which he 
ditQ. This C~MBYSES is fuppofed to bf the AHABUERUS mentioned in the fcdptures. 

SMER-: 
• A city of EGYPT in the Uland of lIELTA. 

c !nha it DS a part of 1. TIU. . 
~ N()w called UItCA in AFltICA. 



Chap. r. THE PERSIAN MONARCHY. 

S MER DIS, .11. M. 3441. 

THE ufurper !lMEI1DIS, the ARTAXERXES 'of the fcripture, was the fon of one of 
the MAGI, who was governor of BABYLON, and is therefore ufually friled the MA­

ClAN. He endeavoured by all means to gain the affeetions of the people j and, to 
prevent his being diicovered, concealed himfdf in the royal palace; but this pre­
caution ferved only to raife the fufpicion of the great meR, among whom was 
O.TANES, whofe daughter PHEDYMA, SMERDIS had taken to his bed. This Jady 
finding that her hufband bed loft his ears, which for fome offence had been cut off 
by CYRUS, difcovered the deceit; on which feveral of the nobility entered into a 
confpiracy, and alfaffinated the ufurper in his palace. 

. DAR IUS fon of H Y S T A SP E S, A. M. ~~3. 
THE nobility then proceede<l to die choice of a fuc~r, and DA JUS ronof RVS­

TASPES was eleeted. This P.'l fried twoofthed:mghtersof cnus the' •• AT. 

In the third year of his- reign, he gave ordera that the building of the temple of J It­
RUSALEM fhould be carrie({ on at the expence of the frate, requiring the JEWISH 

priefis to pray for him, and to denounce curfes againft all who fhould obftrua the 
work. 

THE PERSIAN court being removed from BABYLON to SUSA, the former revolted, 
and DARIUS in the fifth year of his reign marched his army, and befieged it. He ' 
met with but little fuccefs for eighteen months: at length ZOPYRUS, one of his ge-

. nerals, cm off his own nofe and ears, and then fled to the city, pretending that he 
had been thus mangled by order of DARIUS. This aftonifhing frrata~em gained 
him the confidence of the BABYLONIANS, who readily entrufred him with the com­
mand of their troops in feveral faUies, and in a 1hort time engaging them to confide 
entirely in him, he betrayed the city to DARIUS. When this prince took ptJifeffion 
of it, he caured three thoufan citizens to be impaled, and the walls to be demo· 
lifhed. 

D ARIUS next invaded SCYTHIA with an army of fix hundred thoufand men; but 
the enemy retiring before the PER'SI NS, drew them into their country then covered 
with fnow, where DARIUS loft great part of his army, without fighting, and witlt 
difficulty made his retreat. The SCYTHI NS foon returned the vifit, invaded THRACE; 

and plundered the country as far as the H ELLESPONT. While DARIUS was engaged 
in this expedition againft the SCYTHIANS, MEGABYSUS the PERSIAN governor of 
THRACE fubdued the MACEDONIANS, and made them tributary to PERSIA. 

HE then invaded INDIA;and, as fome hiftorians fay, made an entire tonqueft of 
all that country. He waS foon after engaged in fupprefiing a rebellion of the 
10lf1ANS, who had drawn the ATHENIANS and other GRECIAN ftates into the plot; 
but the IONIAN!, being deferted by all their allies, were entirely fubdued. DARIUS 

refenting the injury done him by the ATHENIANS in joining the IONIAN!, who had 
burnt the city of SARDl., determined to. invade GR'EECE . by fe-J. and land: he there~ 
fore fene an army under the command of MARDONIUS a young lord who had mar­
ried his daughter. Thls flee, meeting with a ftorm in the EctAN SEA, he 10ft: three 

5 hl1n-



86 A SUMMARY VIEW OF Part Iff. • 
hundred of his fhips. and twenty thoufand men, and the army being furprized by 
the THRACIANS, it was with great difficulty MARDONWS made his retreat over the 

" . 
JlELLESPONT mto ASIA. 

AFTER this, DARIUS again invaded GR.EECE, utterly deftroyed the city of ERETRIA 
in EUBlEA e, and made himfelf mafrer of all the iOands of the EGEAN SEA. He 
then marched towards ATHENS; the ATHENIANS fent to the LACEDEMONIANS to 
join then, but before they arrived they fought the famous battle of MARATHON r, 
in which MILTIADES the ATHENIAN general, though his forces did not amount to 
ten thoufand men, not only repulfed the PEltSIANS, but entirely defeated them; 
many thoufands fell by the fword, and more perifued in the fea, endeavouring to 
get on board their fbi s. ' 

DAItJUB now made a-c prtparatio trWading OREECE in perfon, and alfo 
to reduce EOYPT whidl' had revolted.; but he died befure his armies took the field, 
and was fucceeded by his fon XER.XES. • 

X E R XES, A. M. 3479. 
THIS prince no fooner afcended the throne than he marched with a powerful army 

into EGYPT, and compell d that people to fubmit again to the dominion of PERSIA. 
To revenge the ~verthrow which the PERSIANS had fuffered at MARATHON, he 
made great preparations for conquering GREECE, and began his march with ,!n 
army which fome hiftorians fay amounted to three millions of men '. LEON IDAS, 

one of the kings of SPARTA, defended the ftreight of THERMOPILj£ with four thou­
fand men. This ftreight, which is only twenty-five feet broad, lies between THES­
'SALY and PHOCIS; and was thought the only paffage by which the PERSIANS could 
enter ACHAI A by land. H ere after lofing twenty thoufand men, XERX ES was 
ready to defpaii of forcing his way, when a native of the country difcovered to him 
a feeret paffage up the mountain whieh commanded the iheight. A detachment 
went thither, and the SPAR TANS feeing the PERSJ ANS above them, and finding it 
impoffibJe to defend the poft, LEONIDAS commanding the reft of his troops to re­
tire, ftaid in the pafs with only three hundred men, who after making an obftinate 
defence were all cut to pieces except one man, who efcaped to SPARTA, and was 
there condemned for cowardice. • 

TaE day the battle was fought at THERMOPILlE, the GRECIANS with four hun­
dred fail obtained a vifroryat fea over the PERSIAN fleet of a tho~fand fail of 1bips: 
the weather being ftormy, above two hundred of the PERSIAN fleet were caft away, 
and the GRECIANS falling upon them before their fcattered fhips were joined, ob­
tained an eafy victory at ARTEMJSIUM a promontory OfEUBlBA. 

XERXES now dividing his army, fent one part to DELPHOS, where they plun­
dered the temple of an immenfe treafur~ and with the other he marched to ATHENS, 
which finding abandoned by the inhabitants, he plundered and burnt it. 

A PER.-

• An Hind belonging to oaucl. {A town of ATTICA in cauci. I Some think it mar 
couftent to read three blind"", thollfand J and tIW Dllabcr it probable, C:OnficiaiDg they C:&!Ticci their 
wiyCl aad c:hiI4:eD. 
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