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,. MAmA fur the money and provifions for the Ii nee of his troops ~ aD f 

,~ if in the execudon of tbofe drders, there was any mixture Of ~juaice 01 refent. 
" melle, this is a fault that ollght not to be ranked amongft cnmes committed 
u againft the ftate. . 

" SUCH wa~ the real caure of thofe irregularities whidl have been (0 grea .. I~'·:_Io..'" 
"aggerated. In r~gard to the motives which determined LUTF ALl ItHA 
<, vance towards SHIRASS, it is cary to account for them. This generaf. ·,~_!ii·! 
" wife by the fatal example of KHOSROFF K.HAN~ had determintd to furpriu 
H rebels, ,left they fhould deftroy the crop, bieh is gathered .in that COQntry tW 
" moons before the vernal equinox. He ::DOt rtfore prudent 
u ftep than to adv.ance tow,rdt fe bere he" vallon to 
" traverfe the dererts .bf the : ~ be confiuered . h 

eafier to form magazmes' of a fruitful prOvince, ana-.... a dlf:.. 
u tanee from the capital~ t ren eoatt It is notorious, that he rpa 
" neither money, folicitatior}a, to gather in thofe provifions ~ and that I 
U eve,n fent, at my own expence;. diree thoufand camels loaded .ith rice. If we 
" had any defign, as our enemies ~Od, to march the army againft ISFAHAN, the 
u carrying away fhch a prOdigious quantIty of provifwns was an unpopular 'mea
" furc, and [('nded to incenfe the people againft us; for they re already irritated 
U by the burthens laid on them B~t it is needlefs to {pend any more time in 
" -jufti~ a cOl1duCl, the rectitude and prudence of which are evident: it is now 
" time that their happy maje1lies, who are the 1hadow of GOD upon earth, fhould 
c, determine the caufe betwetn innocence and impoftu~e. 

P. IT I. 

J)calh and cbarafler1J/ t", ATHEM AT DOULET. Excurjions of Jhe LESGEES. Mag. 
1Jal1imiry of VACHTA ' GA; is named VAl.I ~f GEOR GIA. Preparations made by 
this prince againft the L'ESGEES, ~ho are Javed by a (oart int";gtle. ,VJ\CHTANGA 

takes an oatb IUVtr to "ppearin arms in defence of PERSIA. 

FATEY ALI KHAN having thus finifhed his apology, the king, far from being 
offrnded with the liberty with which he had delivered himfelf, could not help 

weeping at the misfortunes occafioned by his precipitate judgment. And yet al 

she difgrace of this minifter was irreparable, and the court imagined they could no 
long('r put any conijdence in a man who had been treated fo barbarouny; after he 
had been a victim to malice and credulity, he fell a facrifiee to policy, and was 
rent a prifoner to the eaftle of SHIRASS. To foften in fome meafure the rigour of 
his [entenee, SHAH HUSSEJN granted him a conriderable penrion, and endeavoured 
to comfort him by reprefenting the inevitable .neceffity of fate a. . The AT HEM AT 

DO\1LET died in prifon a little after the taking of Isr AHAN two years afterwards. 
It was imagined that he made ufe of ¥'oifon, fearing left MAC,HMl1 D fboWd obli.QC 

• Prcd ftinarianifm it a fUDdUttllw pdDciplc .of the N AU 0 .. M. D U rer~ 
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y this removal SR AH HUSSEIN loft the wifeft of his minifters. He had the 
tdl: mi~n of any perfon at Ciourt '. Il1d as he:: mentioned in his jumficat~ ow
o is ccconomy and manaFment, that great fortune of which he was pof-. 

~Oelt A'to the confpir&Cy, it was undoubtedly a contrivance of his ene01ies;' 
nut thV his inttgrity was untainted in this particular his reputation was not with· 
out lei. beyond difi te, t a,t after ..,,.It VAIS was rent prifoner to ISFA-

~, It ALI ItH r is p;rcmction, and Cent him back tQ KAN-

AHAlt. Now, mon for that prince, who was a 
J-, as well.tii OH KH.AN; or laftly, through 

e mptation of e ~tI he from the p . t ,and a belief of. 
, f1he fincerity 'Of A 'CHAN" i.e certainly a dan ~P. and the COD-

f~quenCt's fu(ijci render hia fidelity {ufpeaed. Bdidca, he WH tiready ap-
pointed ATg AT OOUL1T, or of the fame party ai .the per!on who ',hen oc~upied. 
that ~ K HOSIlOFF KHAN marched Nlainft · the AFGH s. and t-his crabal 
was eha9d ith being the caufe of the death .... of that prince, ef the total de
ft'at of the army, as AO care was taken to fupply them with ne~r: .. 

BUT rock are not the only eri_, ith which fome wriuu-s have ft~ined the n\~. 
ory.f tbis minifter. A miffionary, who was at SH A MAlnl at tl)e takmg of t\!'lt 

city, a{fens, mat FATEY ALI KHAN, proV'oked at not having ~t'n ~ ED t~iD of 
SHAH HUSSEIN the abolition of the CARAK·, impofed on the SUNSII, end the cu!:' 
tom of uttering malediCtions againft the three firft calipba, with which the PER

!lIANS always end their public prayers, formed a projetl: to fubvert the government , 
of the 5CH lAS, and to afcend the throne himfelf. If he really did entertain any 
fuch thoughts, which (eems to me very improbable, no &twn 'c Id be dt'pended 
on fo weJl as tne L E £ES, becaufe he was def~ndc ancient kings, 
and moreover moO: ·of their tribes are of this (ea. The latm i'ffionlry imputed 
to him, that he engaged tbe LES0 1t£S to take up arma, and make incurfions into 
the province of SHIRVAN ; not queftioning but as a conltderable number of the in
habitants profeffed the fame religion, the province would fhake off the yoke, and 
join their forces to thofe of the rebels. 

Bz that as it may, SHAH HUSSEIN remained fo ftrongly perfLllded of the inno. 
~ of this minifter, that tho' he had the great ",eaknefs to pudon his accufers, 

Jet ~ ~ndua he ohfervcd towards thofe who had been confinrd upon this ac
mi. .fulficientlyevincrs that he did not believe 114m guilty. All of them, with

out dctption, had their eftates reftored to thttn; and if fome who were po{feffed 
f govemmrots Wf're deprived of'them, and «'hers detained at lSF AHA PI, this was 

an Bra of fear, Itft they fboulq be induced by their refentmellU 0 juthfy the 
WfIIII:t()rl5ronmved of them. Tho' the ATHiMAT DOUJ.JlT'S diate was confifcated, 

feveral portioo& ich belonged to his fons in·!aw, MAHOIUUIJ) KQULI. 

KHAN, 

ciUtIici ., (lIbj6 who arc of a di8CrcDt religion fro~ ~ 01 
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1UrAN, the prinee of JtAItET', and to the KOUI,LA-R ACBSSl', brother of the v 
of GEORGIA were excepted, IS their wives d its. The iddKy of there lords 
indeed well known, and they were not included in the number of thofe whofe coo
duB: the court thought it neceffary to watch. LUTF ALI KHAI'1, who had betel 
con"d~red as one of the chiefs of the pretended confpiracy, and as iuch ttad 
removed to T lE H IRA,N, underwent no other punHhment than that of reftorjng~"'te 
king the plunder he had taken lIpon the frontier. Whetl he came to ISFAf.IIMlJII 
was alfo watched, not as a fiate- criminal, but as a min who had juft call1B~ ''I:II':_ 
difaffeCted to the government. 

THIS ftorm was at length fllcceeded by fome days of calm. The loll IS, h_ 
incllrfioos had given great uneafiads to the CO\tf't, rent deputieS. to I",AHA. SO ftse 
for a reconcH'ation. The ietf with whidl heir revolt had . ds cf 
SHAH HUSSEIN and his minUte ell feuntied: for thofe pe¥e -_I 
away the collectors and other offiurs bdon~ing to the king, towards ""PDI-.g 
of 17'9 affembled to the number. of two thoufand men, commanded by MULLAIt 
ABDALLAH, and KANLU SABAl'I, and made incurfions, fpreading tflTor and defala
rion in fome of the: ncig-hbowing parts of CIOROlA. Their reputation lAd forces 
ha\-ing increafed by their fuctefs, they were joined by a I>odf .of a.r thiny thou
{and of the inhabitants of 6fllt VA~ who were of the lid of tbe SUN 8 is, cud' poIh .. 
ed their hoftHities to the gates of CAN]A an~ SHAIIIAftU. The khan, who CQtl1-

manded 'in the laner, having received orders ., -oppofe there hoftilities, marched 
at the head of forty thoufand men agllirtlt tht> ~'bels,. who were then cACamped . 
l plain. between ClANjA and the borders of SHIIlVAN. Butjuft ~hen he was pre. 
paring t9 .ttack them, they furprizeod him in the night, cut part of bis army in 
1*~s, and tlifPerfed dH: rema'ndef. n.e khan C himfelf perUhed OR this occatiocl, 
with tn'OO: of his 'principal oAicers. 

TH! fear of : he ftHntmeFlt of . ,}tOwer over wnom they had obtained fO fign31 a 
'YKtery, W!S fIOt the motive which iool:J'Ced dt& people to rue for pe3ce. They 
W~ determined t~ make rhis fiep by a mbre premog C()(l'rl<kr<K~1l ~ which I &all 
expltin by tracing matters fomewhat higher. 

A1'TIR, 'K1fOS~'O'P' KHAN was flam before KANDAHAll, VACH'J'Ab:CA, as tbe wdetl: 
of the family, o\lght in courfe to have fucceed d him in the dignicy ot u of 
'CEO~(TIA ; but as fle refEl'fed to wear the turbaot d, h.is youngC'r brother, tho· ['be 
patriarch of that country, offl: re , himft'if in his {lead. TheIr tather, tben 'VA 

BECHI of ISFAHAN, tho' a MAHOMMIiDAN himfelf, was f{) incenfed at this fC3ndaloll! 
prepofat, that he ordere'd ~his ir,religioos ~kft,to..lte ~jl'\adoed. ~Dd ~pt to ~is 
faeerdotlri hmttioo. Th tnvctbtllre vf dus pnoclp,ahty W.l5 tbe:o gIno to -Ibe 1 

rl' 2 !! , 
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bo being JefS (crupulous than tlte e1deft, and fomewhat le(s culpable than ¢e 
embraced t MAHOMMEDAN igion. 

CATANOA, tho' banHherl to ItA1RMAN, perfevered 1n his glorious rdolution 
years; but at length the folicitations Of the court, joined to the irkfomnefs 
exile. overcame his eOr1ftancy: he renounced, or more probably pretended 

be renounced, chrilHa ity'; and in confc qutm:e thereof was named v ALI of 
OIOIA. 1 his new prince repillirc:'d to TEFFLIS in 1 i J 9, where he beheld with 

(arrow and indignation, the devaftations which the l.E SGEES had committed in his 
territories. and determined to revenge the clufe of his people in ruch a manner, 
as fhoUld cure [hem for, ~ Ie'inft their dangerous neighbours. , Having ob· 

tned the con lent of tbe nObility, -ho e en d upon this account, he order- - . 
cd every GEORGIA d1 s able to be ~ to join him in that capital; and 
tbe enfuing fpring d ave been readr take the field at the head of fixty 
ch,oufand men. ' 

THE LUGE raw into this defign, and concluded they were undone: their only 
r fource was to implore the clemency of SH A A HUSSEIN, and to perfuade this prince 
to interpofc his authority in their favour, Such was the motive of the deputation 
they now rent. 'J he GEORGIANS were in arms, when the king's firO:: MULLAH, and 
the phyfician a, invoked rheir infernal genius ~o conjure IIp another !torm, Thefe 
treacherous courtiers, refietl-ing that a fon-in-Iaw of the ATHEMAT DOULET, who 
lately feU a facrifice'to their impoftu'res, was brother to VACHTANGA t were afraid 
left after having defeated the LESGEES, this prince might attempt to make ure of fo 
Sne an army, tQ oblige the court to punilh them for their iniquitous conduct. 
They availed themfelves therefore of the afcendant they had gained over their weak 
and deluded fovereign, and reprefented that v A CHT A NO A, after defeating his ene
mies, might occaGon great troubles in PERSIA, efpecially as jt would then be very 
eafy for him to receive confiderable fuceours from RUSSIA by fea: therefore the 
only way to prevent thefe misfortunes, would be to grant a peace to the LESGEESo, 

and orderthe 'vALI to ceafe all hoO::ilities, Such a ftep would oblige this GEORGIAN 

prince to difuand his troops, and remove all apprehenfion of danger from his am
bition; moreover, that this meafure would prevent the depopulation of a province, 
which' the vicinity of the fea rendered very conftderable, without expofing PERSIA 

10 allY future invafions from thofe people, for the dread of being deJivered up to 
the refentment of the CIORGlANS, would necefi'arilycootain them within the bounds 
of their duty. 

SRAH Hl1SIEIN, perfuaded by this artful difcouf'k, made no difficulty to grant a 
pnce to the rebels. And without keeping any meafilres with the VALl of GEOlL

(A., he forbad him ift the moO:: imperious and haughty manner to give them any 
,nher difturbanC'e. His orders were: " If you have got your foot in the ftirrup. 

.. alight immediatel,. If you have drawn your {ablle, put' it diretlly into the fcab
U bard. and if you are in purfuitof the LESOEES, fiop the moment you r~ei.e OUl" 

ar commands. In a word, take ~e l1tmoft care not to infringe the peace which theO:: 
people have obtained from the clemency of him whom the univerfc obeys." 

- y~~ 
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VACHTANCA, was already in full march, and upon the point of crufhing his 

mies, when he received thefe ftria and unwelcome ordm. It is generally hal;: .. _ ". 

that the only motive which induced him to ft.op his purfutt, aDd obey there imiDl'lW 
d~nt orders of the PElUlAN court, arofe from an apprehenfion ft the chiefs 
nation fhould defert him, as they had fOrmerly defeited OtJRGHJN ItHAN, 
as it may, he declared he would OBBY, but it was in terms that clearly ~"l
{hated tbe height of his refentment. A fter ordering the courier jnto his 
drew his fabre, and fwore he would never fight again in the fervjce 
flor in the defence of PE R SIA. He then difbanded his troops, aDd 
'fIFFLIS, fuUf de~ermined to obferve his oath inviolate. 



TO T HE 

GUIJ BAD IN 1722. 

C HAP I. 
Pacific diJpDjili~lIs of the AFGHANS. Arrival of Ibe TURKISH tmbaffad4r at ISU· 

HAN. HUSSEIN /mds an embajfodor If) tbe graltdfigniqr; -and, frigblllled by varioui 
pre/ages, reI urns to ISFAHAN. crb, LISGEES talte SHAMAKIE and SHIRVAN, heat 
tbe KHAN of ERIVAN,' anJ lay fiege If) CAN] A. 'l'he courl in great conjkrnaJiQn. 

A T the commencement of this year, ~ings feemed to promife tranquillity. 
The ready fubmiffion of the VALl of GEORGI A, and the pacification of lJ A·' 

CUT A Nt put an end to the anxiety which had ~n created by the formida
ble army of that prince, and by the excurfiol'l' of the LESOEEt. Advice was alfo 
come, that the rebels of KANDAHAR, intimidated by their d~at, were ready to 

into an accommodation: and the peace with the ARABi, with the refritution of 
the ifie of DAHARAI, which were negotiated by the king's orders, by means of 
eight thoufand tomans ", gave room to hope, that the empire thus d~Jivertd from 
her principal enemies_ might fubdue the reft, whom fear and exampte would here
after conuin within proper bounds. 

VT there was yet one circumftance whicH ftm difturbed the court. They had 
bnrd bJ tetters from HASSAN BASHA, the governor of BAGDAT, that an ambaffa
dor from the OTTOMAW port was ready [0 fet out for T £HI RAN: and as it was well 
known that the grand Yizir ", ALI BACHA c, defigned [0 declare war againft PERSIA, 

. wh n 
• Twent.Y thoafaDct pounds. II Vuir or viloir. in the UUIAII tongue lignifies a porler. -In 

l' uu. tide it ~iven to tho c:oun{elJors of htc; aqcl that of vizir-UCIIIl, or grAIIA vim. to the 6"\ 
.. c ThullliniAcr wu rOBlarkable (or his iDtepy; but Jle wa. fey I , and hat.a tlte cbri-

hew he ~crcd u cbt _ural.-. or hit JIlaAcr. 
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whc,n he w kitled at the battle 4>f ~JT2RWA.1t • i tt..y 
bend, left his fucceffor ibouJd infp~ the grand f~QI' 'lh. £r!.Je nllmc: 
efpeciaLly at a tiglC when the peace of PI\!lU OWtTZ, and tbe ,cdf; ioD '" the 
teft~ne commotions of tbat kmgQo.m~ atfot6ecl a tayo~able 0PIKi unity for fuch 
undertaking. 

UNO ·2 there circllmftances, the timorolls court of HUSSEIN c"Relucted 
minifter was come to demand the ceffion of fome province, and to 
cafe of a refufaL And tho' the kiflg h d already teCalved to fend an am:Oall~1:. 
CONSTANTINOPLE, in order to found the difpofition of the port;. aad, if tht'ff U1'11U1CF 
be occafion, to purchafe ~he continuation of the petCle. by 0 ,Kid lOme 
extc:nt of territory towards E RIVA or KlIllQUJ); yettbe uncertaitlty 
whethc:r the TU tt KS would be contented wi thcfe rIM, occ:aloacd ~ \l 
nefs. 

As the king could not av giYiI18 audience to tbis minifter., the- goVtrnOA 0 . 
the places through which he was to fs. had ders to receive tum with all the ho
nours and rC2fpca due to his cbaratlrr. He came by k.llU4,A; 4, HAMAOAN, 

D' OHES1N, and CASSIN to T~HJRAN, whtre he arriwd towards itie ~gillai/lg of 
JANUAllY 171:', two after his dtpa$J1'C {rom t~ fruntier, and the difgracc 
of the ATHEMAT DOULET. 

THE em'ba&dor, whore nam~ :us DOOR} EFUl'DJ· \ has given tht followillg r~. 
btion himfdf of the ceremony of his audience. "In . orde-r I w'':It 0 the pala~ 
" of TCHARBAG,. wher~ baYing aJ.jght~d from my hork at the third gate, ) ent~ed 
U the audi chanlber. The SHAff was feated oppofite tbe door: at his right and 
" left were a great number of oiicers C: there were a1fo thjrty ~l!RSlANS d magnifi
" cently armed. and about ten minifiers or great officers of the kingdom; ~he lat· 
" ter were feated; I paffed thro' the midft of them with a ftately galt; I wore a 
" ftiff turbant on my hcad~ a gtlwn Jined with fable on my fhoul&rs, and h Id the 
" imperialletttr as high as my head. I walktd on very gently till I came" ar the 
" fofa., on which tbe SHA.H was feated; and when I was ithin ~wo fteps of him, 1 
H raiCed the imperial letter with my right hand; and wi th my left, '1 falut d him 
'" in, tbe manner fi>vereigns are falmed " and I fpoke tlo bim tbus : 

" MAY health refide with thee f: GOD preferve n e from the SCH IITHAN • "LJ A
li GlM. In the name of the mo, merciful GOD, this prefen t writing tells thee the 
" truth". Behold the molt happy and rooft magnificent imperial letter. of their 

" rna· 
, A areDg town of .CLAVOI". C?n tbr DANVIII, fllbji:a to tbe heufe of AV&TklA. b gP'PtrlfDI 

figni. __ QtiU'd in law. C Beglcrbegs and kballi. 4 Of thOfe who aTe called It; Ul'LE.Ul\~ 
which liguifies red bCllCh; fo called from the crimCon cap' worn when they were irtl formed into a ~ 
unde{ this namo. br·SHllC,. lillrell, father of liMA 11. t. the founetr of the SUFII dymifty. They ' 
haYe been fOJDCtiJacl confiderod _ the janifaries, or IOOI'e prol'etly in~echertis among ttie TV It K5, tho' 
this difii.nClion i. i. a ~t meafarc Joil, for the PEUIA. foldieu and people in ~ wear criliifon 
CAf'lI the only diliD4ion is tbat tlw c:o'Psof cVClY dilf'erent natien are kept dillinfl. e I prefUIJIC he 
... k lne h~m 0( hla gumeQt and kUTed tt. ' Thr. ... Ita Itt gencr.ely begin all tllei, fCclw..nd wrieinr 
wiah all iavacario.. I Se-IU'THAtI o. SAP.AW, wit 5 f: san; wftoom ,he MAIiOMMIDJItta ~ 
CQ han been curfed fOr ":wing r:fi llcd the will Of GoD. "co be WU C&lRrnalHkd to proJrate Iriiafotf 
before AUA ... . R/. 1M, accoroiD& to fome comm~ fi&.niJics deprived of K':aiIC. ~:A • .,. .. ~ 
of 
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the mott magnificent, the moft formidable, the mo(\: majeftic, the 

potent !ULTAN "'eHMID. KHJI GAZJ '; may GOD give glory to tbore who 
him; fovereign of the 'two continents, emperor of the two feas b; who is 

[econd ALEXANDER ZUL kAllNBIN c; Ii rvant of the holy OR.JENTAL cities d; 

" (ulean, fon of a fultan. He Ifhes all health to the moll: fortunate prefence of ' 
" their rnajefties, the SHAH JIlMJ A e, whofe crown glitters like the fun, and defires 
"to informed of his precIous health. 

- I MtADE him this compliment in the tone in which we fing the l!ZA N f, throw
" i98 my words into a cadence. The prime mIlliner '. who was during this time 
,1: my rigbt hand h, a~mpted t'N'ce to take the Imperial Jetter from me ; but I 
" no notice of him. The SHAH himfelt ~tched out his hand with the fame 

Ment ~ but your lla i his eyes on nO'fort of ohject tilt he had finithed his 
~ harangue. Then J the imJX'rial .leHer; and railing it twice to my head, I 
" prefented it to IH AH, who had atRady thrl~ offered ,to take it. He raired 
" himfelf on • bees to receive it; and having kifft'd it, he made a fign to the 
" chief of hi eunuchs It, who came for it, kHf.!d its raifed it twice to his head, and 
" then beld it \0 hi:; hand,. Thl" It H ... 11 ordered me at the fame time to fit down; 
" but your Oave out of r fpea retufed it. He commanded me a fecond time; and 
CI as I contiijued to refuic It, the chief maftel' of .he ceremonies I took me hold by 
« thearms, and forced me to fic down." 

THE king aiked the embafi'ador many queftions; and after they had dined in the 
fame hall acc;ording to cuftom, he took- his Jeave of the king, and retired. The 
loth of MARCH III SHAH HUSSEIN gave audience for the thin! and laft time to this 
t'mbafi'ador: on which occafion a minHter from RUSSIA, two envoys from the ous
!EGS, and ninety four deputies of the L.ESGEES were introduced. The latter were 
come [0 demand, each in the name of his particular tribe, the ordinary fubfidies, the 
payment of which had ~en fetrled by the late peace, The king being pre-pofi'elftd 
with an opinion that the TURKS intended to take an advantage of the divifions 
which had rent the kingdom, was agreeably furprized when the embalfador of the 
port afl"ured him, that his mafter v.:as fully determined to obferve the peace. The 
beginning of APRIL the TURKISH embalfador fet out on his return to CONSTANTI

NOPL!. MORTAZA KOULI KHAN, appointed emba1fador ·to that court, was alfo 
preparing to take the fame rout. with a more explicit anfwer than that which chi 
kiag had given to the TURKISH minifter. 

-This (umame is ~ftIl to thore IiAHO .... BDAJt prictel. who "have made conqoefb over the eDcmiea 
01 duIir religion, II The aLACK SEA, and the AI.CHIPILAGO. C With two ftoms. 

is. whore cmpire embraca the eai and wei. named by the eallcro peop1. the horns of the world. 
4 Mlcc" aad "1.IIiA, • A. great and as potent as CIM or OIAM.CH'~. an ,."cient king of ru
,. A. r The I Z A Ii 11 what tney cry five nme. with a load voice from their turrets. to give the peo. 
pie .,ticedad it it the hour ofprayu. 'ATHEMIT DOVLlT. II GIAMCJlID, the anCient 
klag of PI&II A juft mentioned, gave t~ preference to the left I though in general the right is efteemed iQ 
tbe caft, at witIa us in II V. 0 PI:. ' This de/l:ription was given to tile grand fignior. k The 
It Il .lCA, I The Ulit AGAII BASllI, c:hiefmahr ohhe cel"ClDOaie •• whore office it it to hold 

a8iaon hI t1ae II'1Il, "wbilc they pay datit rc:(poa.a to tbe kin,. • VeDa! eqoinox, or ,u-
...... ycan-4ay. 
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IN the mean while, the 1M A H received freffi alarms from the c~ern parts of 
empire: the govtrnor of MES~HaD fene In txprers to ,acquaint the court that _~ .......... 
ABDOLLEES of H!RAT had made great incurfions; obfl'rving, that if f~y 
fures were not taken to proteCt MESC H! 0 and its depeodencie~ they mutt: foon 
obliged to fubmit to the rebels. This intelligence as foon followed by ne~ 
:r more dreadful nature: the 26th of the fame month, T A VilIS, the f«ond rir'~t&, 
the kingdom, and capital of the province of ADERBEITZAN, was dcflroyed 
ea:rthqllake, in which near a hundred thoufand of the inhabitants perifhc:d -, 

UNDER thefe melancholy circumftanees., SHAH HUSSEIN prepared to take 
of TlEHIRAN, and ~turn to ISFAHAN, where he arrived with ....... ;u,.o .. ...... . 

firft of JUNE. Towards the end of tbis mon~ the conlterDdiI8ill ~:;:MIij; .. l!Ij!l!ftn"" 

was increafed by a phznomenQn. which misht be confidere 
mate. They were ten dap witJtout feeing the fun. during diit 
the horizon was covered with a dUb cloUd, with but little more ( ..... " .... -
the fQn is totally ecHpfed b. e pftrQlogers pretended that all thek pre~ 
great misfortunes to IU AHAN', and the king baving qucilioned them concerning the 
nature of tMfe calamities, fome of them preditled an earthquake like to that which 
had lately bappened at T..A ViliS: others, that fire would fall from heaven and caufe 
a general conflagration, but not one of them had renk enough to fee, or not her 
neily and cour.age enough to tell this monarch, that his eiFeminacy and weakneii 
had rendered him contemptib-Ie. and that his own fubjeCts, no longer reftrained by 
any fenfe of ~diem:e, would be themfdves the caufe of all the misfortunes witb 
wbich he was threatened. Frightened at thefe preditlions, the king quitted his pa
lace, and Jodged in tents: part of the court and of the inhabitants having followed 
his example, the gardens and public fquares were filled with people. 

THINGS were in this fituation, · when a new difgrace feemed already to verify the 
prediCtion. The LESOIES, unmindful of their great obligations to HUSSE IN, re
membered only the oath of VACHTA NGA the VALl of G £ORGIA; and being informed 
moreover that from a {hong perfuafion of their not daring to break a peace, which 
ha'd been granted as fo high afavour, the court had taken no precaution to guard 
the neighbouring provinces, they were emboldened co make an irruption into SHIB.
VAN, under the-command of SULTAN' IBRAHUf, and DHUUD BEG, their cbiefs 

TH.! pretext with which thefe treacherous and unquiet people covered this revoIr. 
was the difgrace of FATEY ALl KHAN, who had been condemned, they faid. be
.caufe he was defcended from their ancient fovereigns. They foon made themfelv(,s 
mafters of the fiat country: but their aim was above plundering villages and de
ftroying defenceJefs peafants. The riches of SHAMAKIE, the capital of SHIIlVAN, 
equally ~xcited the ambition and the avarice of their generals; and tho' their army, 
which confifted only of 6fteen thoufand men, did not feem firong enough for Uie 
execution of futh a pl"'->jea, yet they appeared the 15th of A UGUST before that city, 
in hopes that ,he, Jhould be fnoured in their enterprize by the SUIl IS, of whom 

t 
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moft numerous part of the inhabitants were compofed. This conjed:ure was 
by the event. The governor, HUSsaIN KHAN, knowing how little he had 

Oel;xn,Q on the fidelity of the citizens, made no fally, Jdl: he fhould be deferred 
people that followed him, or betrayed by thofe who ibid behind in the town; 

,!,.lflai'r·l"to be determined ro make as good a defence as pollible within the walls. 
refolution, which was the only one he could take, enabled him to repulfe the 

..... ~~'s of the tnemy for the fpace of twenty-five days; and perhaps the length of the 
ege would have tired out the LUGIES, if the SUNNIS, who kept a correlpondence ' 

with the enemy, had not found means, in fpite of all the vigilance of tbe governor, 
to OpeD one of the gates to them. The befiegers rulhed in immediately, makinO' 

. Otouts; but altho' tbe &uriCon was furprized, they were not beaten. All 
LZSGEl6 could compafttbai day, was to force their way to the SUNNIS qllarter, 
re they entrenched tbeimelvcs. Early the next morning they marched out in 

,pod order, intc~ to c;ompletc ~~ con of the city. The govern~r made 
~e £land ~a tbe 1 blit percelvlAg • he was deferted or betrayed by his 
pcop1r, he eiMieavoun!d toe provide for bis Qwn fafety by flight. His loyalty and 
~r. had prntDlled rna; ta.k.iQg this r~folut~ in time; for thll' enemy havinO' de--
-.. ...... fosnc~. they foon brought him back to the ton. 0 

THE fituationof SHAMAK1E rendered it a ftaple between the RUSSIAN5 and P:ZRS:

AN'S; but the great plunder of ~t did not fatisfy ::he avarice of the LESCEES : •• their ~ . 
neraJs were hurried by this bafe pallion, to commit the moa: barbarouz>. crueltit.s . ~ 
the unf()ftunate HUSSBIN KKAN. They plilt him to the alCute(l: tUl imagining he 
had buried his treafure; but whether it was that this nobleman hMi concealed aft'! 
mOReY, or, indifferent about his life, did not regard thei fury, he made no difcro
very; for which reafon they cut him in pieces, togethctr with his nephew, and ana- 1 

ther of his relations, and flung their bodies to the dogs. 

ABOUT four thoufand inhabitants were put to the fword; and the matracre would 
hive been greater, if many had not Bed the night on which the enemy entrenched 
themfelves in the quarrers of the SlJ. NIS, whQ were all fpared from the fword. as 
beina of the fame fea as the LESGUS. Thefe people alfo fpared the wh'es and chil-

ren °of the SCHIAS, not through any motive of compaffion, but becaufe, a~wrding 
to their law, the right of conqueft had made them their naves. The SUNK'S and 
SCHIAS "ere not the only inhabitants; there was likewifc a conCiderable number of 
.aMENIAKS, JEWS, IlfDIAN idolaters, and fevera) Il.USSIAN ml"rchanrs; and tho' 
me conquerors granted no quarters to the SCHIAI, except tG thofe whom they made 
laves, yet a fcnre of juftice prevented their corafoonding thefe people with the
earrny, and. confiaering the~ ilS ftran~rs, they ipar~ the li~es an~ li~erty of there 
diif"erent RatiOnS, but not theIr proP,!rcy: for they ftrlppcd their habItatIOns of every 
thing that was valuable. The Rt1!1SlANS Joll a great value a, which contributed to. 

ate new enemies aaairift PEItSJA, as we fhaU fee hereafter. .' . 

So many. miSf'Ol'tltnes.. upen .Ibe'. of cadi edwr, completed tbe comlernarion 
the divan. SHAH HUSSEIN, Who had neither refolution cnough [0 bearfuch a 

reverfe 
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reYerCe of fortune. nor abilities (u1ficienr to prevent any funher ill conle01~pnl~':; 
was the lirA: whom the weight of the burthen overcame. Being conyinced 
Ven had declared againO: him, he thought no longer of ftruggling with his tn 
tunes, but bent his whole attention to appeafe the divine wrath. J\l1 public d 
fions were forbidden; harlots were expeJled the town; fallings and pllblic p if 
were ordained; and the miniilers of religion appeared in the public fquare 
market· place!, exhorting the people to avert, by a fttlcere repentance,' the -~ 
ties impending over their heads. This condud:, jf it was pious, was not »G~IU"
for it rendered the confteroation general; the people in every part of the 
ing heard to fay in a mournful voice, " CHEll{ OOLOU • has finilhed his career. 
" fatal period of his government is come; his tottering throne is going to crtdh "*' 
" under its ruins." 

IN the mean time the LllGn&, who hMi made tbemfelves mlam 0' .RAMA1C.JI, 
took pofi"efi"lOn of the reft of 1M VAN. and knowing that the khaa of ttl" A • 

with forty thoufand men, had orders to throw hirnfelf into CANJAt they pa&cI 
KURA, and marching forward co meet him, came to an engagement, which contn. 
bltted to increafe the triumph of the rebels. Thi!l army being continually harraJrcd, 
was at length put to flight j fome Bed towa.rds EllI'-AN, others to OAN J A. where 
the LESons, after making themktves mailers of his camp and equipage, befJeged 
him; 

C HAP. II. 

MIR MAOHMUD ",arches wilb-fiflun tbou/and m(m~ and tales the Gily of KRERMAN. 

He Jays jiege to YIZD, bUI is obliged /0 retire. lie leads his army through dejertJ 
towards ISFAHAN. 'fhe PERSIANS oppoft him. BailIe of CULNABAD. 'fhe AE 

GH ANS defeat the PERSI ANS. Condu[]. of the VALl of ARABIA. 

PER S I A thus faw berfelf threatened with a florm from every fide, when MIll 

MAOSMVD, t.he moO: formidable of ,her enemies, difc10fed his ambitious de
flgns. The AFca AN S, dilheartened by their defeat before KHERM AN, had confiderec! 
thcmfelves as utterly undonl!, when they heard that LUTi ALI KHAN was makinl 
preparations for the fiege of KAN D AHAR. The prudence and ~alour of this generaf, 
the number and difcipline of his troops, and the quantity of ammunition and provi
fions with which his magaziMS were filled, made them conclude that their ruin was 
inevitablc.-. In this fituation, their w.bole nation were defirous of a peace, and 
waited only for the approach of the tnemy to fue for it. But when they heard <i 
the ftrange imprifonment of LUTF ALl ~RAN, and the ditbanding of his army, fe. 
curiey and joy fucceeded their fear: tht theri of their chief, which had been in 
fome meafure deftroyed by tllde melanc~ol . rnftances, was again eftablilhed. 

, . 
U2 

• 'the king, who is the fon of CIf,IIC, a Dame givel1 to. the kings of PUSlA Otthc nFPIE dYllaa, 
becaufe the)' wert dcfl:Cnded from clbl," eU .. l£. 

, , . 1 
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I arft uCe which MAC'lHMUD made of this change, was to put himfelf in a condi· 
of defence, in cafe the PERSIANS ihould determine to purfue their defign. With 
defign he raifed troops, ordered arms to be made, and filled tbe magazines 
every thing necdfary to hold out a long fiege. Thefe preparations were juft 
leted at KA DAHAR, when they heard of the extremity to which the city of 

ED was reduced. The news of the deO:ruction of TAVRIS, and of the irrup
of the USG RES, followed foon after. Thefe different events not only banilhed 

fears of the AFGH ANS, but gave their chief an opportunity of forming Ilew refo-

PHt.WD'S apprc:he!1fions being thus removed, he began to think of becoming 
fomridable n his turn: the: ideas of conqueftsJ which his Jaft defeat feemed to have 
ilifted, now crowded again poD his imaginattop. To difpofe the AFGHANS to en
rer into his views, he remiftded them of the ,yeral circlImftances that ought to dif-
fiplte every ~h()ught of danger: he obfervecpo them, tbat the provinces of KAN
DAHAR, HERAT, SABL!STAN, M!CR.\N, and DAGHESTAN, had Ihaken off the 
yoke; that SEGj;STAN, KHERMAN, and thcgreatdl: part of the vaftcountry OfKHO
H ,liSA shad br.en ravaged, ond SHIRVAN .. waded; that the di(perfion of the army 
:which was tmdcf LUTF All KHAN, and the oath of the VALl of GEORGIA, rendered 
~ R StA eoti 'ely defencclr:fs. He put them in mind of thl! advantages which he had 

obtained over this nation, <1 t a time wIlen her power was really great; and inform
ing them of the fuccefs of the KCUltDS, tbe OUSBEGS, and the MASCATS; he per
fuaded the AFGHAN into a belief, that the throne of PERSIA was ready to falJ a 
prey to the firft who would venture to feize on it. . 

SUCH difcourfes as there, accompanied with feveral marks of his liberality, could 
~)ot bllt make an impreffion on the minds of a people, naturally inclined [0 war.-. 
Hence they talked of nothing but conquefts; and the hopes of booty engaged fifo 
teen thoufand AFGHANS to lift themfelves under his banners. He was fenfible how
ever that thefe forces were not anfwerable to the greatnefs of his defign, and there
fore applied himfelf to the means of increafing them. 

FOR this purpofe he had no occafion for long negotiations: the reftlefs and tur,.. 
bulent fpirit of the neighbouring people foon determined them in his favour. At 

I--..,.-:....,.the firft news of an intended expedition inco PER5lA, the ABDOLLE£S, BALOUCHES, 
tlie inhabitants of CABUL, and the neighbouring country flocked to him; and in a 
very lhort time his army was augmented, by thefc adventurers of feveral cOlin tries 
and religions, near ten thoufand men. Among dlc different chiefs who joined him, 
AMAN OLA brought him the moll: confiderable reinforcement: chis captain, whom 
fome have imagined to be a prince of CABl'L, was originally only a fimplt dervei!h; 
but, chufing a military life, was now at the head of a confiderable body of troops, 
and joined M AGHMUD as an ally: embarking in this enterprize, upon condition of 
making an equal divifion of the fruits of their conquefts. 1 he union of their forces 
thus .coofiitLI[ing an army of about twepty- five tboufand fighting men, they rook 

I.,~....-c • .;;;: __ .. n them a few elephants for burthen, with a conftderable number of camc:ls; thefe 
itb their drivers, tbe fervants of the 1i Jdical, and the domeftic$ of the chiefs, made 

1m. arlJ\Y appear more formidable tban it really was, but MAQ.HMVD never had fo 
many 
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many troops under his command before. They were fcar(e a«embJ~, when t 
young chief full of ardour, and big with expectati~ entrufted the regency 
KANDAH~R to his brother, and began his march. He croff~ the deferts of SEO 
TAN with the fame precaution and fatigue as he had done the preceding year l ~ 
entering KERMAN, towards the beginning of JANUARY this year, he fat dow 
fore the capital of that province. ' 

THIS city made but a faint refiftance. The PERsns., and the INDIA" .. .,., . ..... _ . 
were fetrled there, having refufed to fight againft an army which confiftecf. 
of troops of their own nation, foon obliged the remainder of tbe inhabitan 
in other refpecrs were not prepared for a liege to open tHe •• co the en~.,. 
When MAGHMUD was mafter Qf tbe town, his ncXt point was t citadel: 
for this pl1rpof~ he tried feveral times to carry it by affault; not M:~.ny can-
non fit for a fiege, this fecrried to be rbe only wa, he could tlb' • be mer 
with fueh a warm and gaHlnt Rception from 'he garrifon, which had been left thero 
by LUTF ALI KHAN, that he (oor. ;egan to defpair of fuecers , He was fenfible of 
the confequences of his undertaklOg' he l,ltl n t ra'fe the fiege ~· · thcut acknow. 
ledging himfelf df" f~::led , at the V(1~ : ' commcncemtl1 of the campaign.· Befides. 
how could he pretend, after mifc:trrving before (0 inconfiderable a place, to attack 
the capital of a vaft empire? But it was yet a greater difficulty by what means to 
take a citadd ftrongly fortified, and provided with a numerous garrifun. Some of 
the braveft of his men had thrown away their live!! to no purpofe; and feveral 
others, dlfcouraged by the repulfe, deferted him, and fet out on their return to KAN- ._-""""! 

DAHAR; infoo)uch that if he perfifted in his delign, it feemed to threaten the total 
difperfion of his army. 

WHILST MAOHMUD'S mind was agitated what meafures to pur[ue, the governor, 
frightened at fuch vigorous attacks, or apprthenfive of the want of provifions, of
fered to treat with the befiegers. He required that the AFG HA N s fhbllid raife the 
fiege; and on his fide he would pay a ranfom of two thoufand five hundred to-
mans b. Tho' the t~ndency of this extraordinary capitulation was to preferve, and 
not to furrender the place, yet the prefent circumftances were fuch, that the pro po .. 
fals were received with joy; and as foon as the money was paid, the hoftilities' 
ceafe'tl. . 

FORTUN E having thus favoured MAOHMUD, he purfued his firft defign. He had 
16ft near four thoufand men in crolrmg the defect, and at the liege; but the prefent 
conjunlture gave him a fair occafion of reinforcing his army. Many of the inha .. 
bitants of KH ERMAN were PERSEES, and from the remembrance of their paft gra~ 
dcur, naturally inclined to efpoufe lhe caufe of a prince, whom tb(y confidercd as 
the fcourge of their tyranti. . . 

A 

• The PI asll S ;II ethiC defcendant. or d,e ancitDt r I au A N I, who w)rfilipped fire, and haft preftrvecl 
their fl.'ligioD. Thefe people are bell known in the ufl, JDd even amo1g liS, b1 ehe name of C'A \Ill at 
qua. which in the flRSI AN laogu,e fi&niiet all iAich on. MOIam'. ~ be dlollfApd l~ 
hundred Ill" fifty ~IlDds. . 
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fI" days after the capitulation, MACIO(UD marched at the hf'ad of his army 

the north, taking t~ road 10 YEZD. This city is fituate about feventy 
-.n:~~fI£lt,les frol11 ~HERMA : the country between is very fandy, and has only a few 

fiderable vil1:tges, a~ a great diftance from each other. This circumfiance 
Diew , that the view of this prince was not to enrich himfelf with the fpoils of the 
9Fen country, in the fruitful plains of FARS a: his thoughts were engaged upon an·
other objea; and he avoided every thing that might retard the execution of his 
4dign. He knew that he fhould not meet on this road with any fortrefs thac 
might ftop him, or with towns where his troops might be incumbered with pil. 
~aF..: It was with this very intent he prefer/'ed tbe road through the deferts, lIpon 
hIS 6rft fe.tCing out, in8uQ tAlting the ordinary rout, which was much fhorter 
and eaJier. 

As foon as he uri ~fore YIZD, h attempted to tlke the town by afi'ault, • 
attacking it with aU his troops on every fide, but he was on ev~y fide repulfed 
'with 10fs. Ikin& grown more circumfpetl: by his miftakes, he refolved not to per
fift: in the fsci t &.be confequence of whirh m'.Jfi: ~ extremely dangerous. He 
therefore continued his march 1 'aDd having proceeded with all pomble cJ[pedi
tion through the plains b~ whlch feparate the city of PAHANAVENS from that of 
JJ03EN, at length he entered the cultivated country. The people, terrified at his 
approach, deferted the villages and towns that lay in his way; fo that nothing re
tarded the rapidity of his march. Some troops that feemed to have been fent ra
ther to ' reconnoitre than to fight were difp¢rfed, and he arrived within four days 
march of ISFAHAN; when two officers, who were deputed by the court, were con
ducted into his prefence. 

M4HOMMED KOULI K.HAN, then prime minifter c, not knowing how to avert fo 
fudden a ftorm, [cnt thefe officers to treat with I}im: accordingly they opened their 
cQillmiffion, ,,:lich was to offer him a fum of fitteen thoufand tomans ", on condi
tion that he would not proceed any farther, and that hi' troops fhould not commit 
any holtility in the territory of JSFAI.JAN. ,MAGHMUD judged from hence of the 
wraknefs and terror of the eAemy and rijfrnitnng th~ deputie! without mQ}<ing 
any anfwer, advanced with his ufUJlI dilig{nce, and pitched his camp at CUL

NABAO·. 

II{' is more eafy to imagine. than to defcribe the terror with which the king and 
ljis mioifters were fd~d. hen they heard that MAG£lMUO was marching dire-aly to 
JSFAHA. Thc.y had lulled thelPfdvea into fectJrity, from a perfuafion that this 
prince would not le4ve bohind him unconquered fo vaft a tract of country; and 
~ittJe thought that h~ would optn the campaign in the v~ry center of the empire; 
confequently they had not made the necelfary prtparations to oppofe him. There 
was neither· ammunition nor provifions in ISFAHI\N; and as the celt rity of the march 
Of the rebels, had not afforded time to collett the different bodies of tfOOPS, that 
were difperfed on the frontiers, the court was abfoJutely at a lors how to ftem the 

torrent~ 

nMrW!l'IV fI ,.c:allod. b This C9antry abounds in nitre. • A. T KI~ 
·birtv-je~en thoufand five hundrc:O poWlda. • Thilllamc fignifiet ~nfcrvc 'of 

from • 
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torrent. Howewr, as fomeciUng muft be done, tlley colle&d the fe:w 
that were at hand. to there they joined the miHda t WIS raifed in a 
the city and the neighbourhood; and all the lords of coun, .. A",,"}""UK 

whore profeffion was inconfiftent with arms, being ready ~o mount on DUlrlC:.'Dalt:"" 

the army waited only the king's orders. --

As this monarch was incapable of forming any refolution himfelf, he ,1irI.nI>i[f, 

impatience to h~ar.what the divan would detern:in.e. In time of diftrefs, 
union of councils IS moLt necefi"ary, the pulillanlmlty of fom~, and the 
of others, generally create perplexity. What could be ex~1ed at fo cotlrl1CJlr: 
court as that ot HUS.SEIN SHAH? The council wa~ divided in ~ : d-; 

. minHler gave hiS advice not to hazard a ge~nu aai0n t but tG ih • 
and cover the town. "By this mctaRS," r.id he, " our new be in ... 
" fenfibly accu(lomed to fee. be' enemy. a few ikirmithes wiD Jl'Il 
" fpirit by degrees i if tM ~1i It~mpt CO force our lines, we Chill e~t them to 
" an advanlage; if this mea(.bre 14 (,blige t~n1 to comintle in tlirir it 
" will be an eafy thing to fta,\'c tlwm, by ct.ltting off their proviSons: thus the 
" itrue of the war will be prcmatted, and the troops difperfC!rl in the provint:es will 
" have time to join us, and Cl.lt off the retreat of the rebels!' . 

THIS was the opinion of the A'lREMAT DOULET. On the contral'1, ABDALlA 

i.."'HAN; VALl of ARABlA, now at IstHAAN, maintained, "That it WI. beneath the 
" maJefty of the empire to temporize with rebels :rnd Oaves; th.t the grandtvt 
" of the king, and the hcnou of the nation were concerned to chaftife their in
." folence. Why," faid he, " fhould the frontiers be expofed to new invaflOlls ? 
" The king's troops are incenfed; they long for battle; the beft way therefore ia 
" to make uee of ~his firfl ardor of the foldiers, and to cruth an infatuated youth" 
" who by the victory of LUTF ALI KHAN, and his mifcarriagts at KHERM AN and 
" n: Z D, ought to have learnt the difference between foldiers and robbers." 

THE aovice of the ATHEMAT DOULET was certainly the moft prudent and fafe, 
but that of the ARABIAN prince fuited moft with the pride and revenge with which 
the divan was animated. PERSIA, devoted to (\lin. had hardly a fingle advocate 
devoid of pamon, and whofe mind was free from prejudice or treachery: the latter 
opinion was preferred by the plurality of fulTrages, and as foon as they heard that 
the AFGH ANS were arrived at GUtNABAD, the army received orders to march and 
fight them. MAGHMUD was not furprized at this determination; for he never
dreamt that t}(e king would fubmit to fee his capital beflt!ged, without trying the 
jg'ue of a battle; and therefore as he knew neither the number nor valour of his 
enemies, he intrenched himfelf in his camp. . 

THE feventh of M ARCH the PER.SIAN army appeared within fight of the enemy's 
intrenchments. SH A H HUSSEIN laving by the advice of h,is aftrologers, fixed the 
eighth of that month for the engagement, there paikd Oftly fome light lkirmilbes 
"the firft day. It was given out in the Pl!RSlAN camp, that MACHMVD, furprized 
' at the number and beauty of the king's troop, propofed to mak.e bis efcapc with 
, thoufand of his beft horfe. The P.B1UlAN pra-ls fpread thefc. . in order 
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' .. l\t1lll1nl.Retheir (oldiers; for they could not reaHy thmk that this prince intended 

facrifice, by an ignominious Right, I1ic fubjefh and aHies to the fury of an enemy, 
earch of whom he had made fo Jong lind fo extraordinary a march. 

SUNDAY the eighth of MAlteR, according-to the vain prognoftics of the aftrolo· 
, was to deliver the PERSIA N monarchy. The generals began early in the morn

. I (0 range their troops in order of battle. On the frde of the PERSI A NS; the 
center, which feemed to be deflgned only for a body of referve, was given to 
CHEUt ALl KHAN, a general of horfe. He had under him feveral khans with their 
troops, four thoufand of the king's cavalry, and the fame nuinber of hi! foot 

he latter being armed with mu{kets and fabres: thefe were covered ac 
~ by a ty.fOur 'cces of cannon, defended, and ferved 

by 0 thoufand under the C1WnfDand of MAHOMM!D KHAN, grand 
mailer of tbe ~rtil"""~'" 

THE right . forin~ by two tllOufand of thofe hor1emen .",ho are called 
the king's naves·, fome -of whom are armed with bows and 8trow~, and others 
with fuftJa and .piftols. there were likewife fome khans, Met fev~al other lords 
~itb tbrir attendants. This illg was urKkr the command of AOSTRAM KHAN, 

the KOtlLAIl AGASSI c, bi~her of VACHTANGA, VALl of OEOROIA. The VAll of 
AIlAIHA, who fhared the general command of the army with th~ ATHEMAT DOULET. 

)WI fuengthcned this wing with a body of three thoufand cavalry of his own 
nation, at the head of whom he intended to fight. 

THE. ATHI!MAT DOOLET commanded in the left W1ng. which -Na& compored of 
,he king's houfhold; the lords belonging to the court, and the reft of the nobility. 
:ALI MERDAN KHAN d, VALl of LOllISTAN·, joined them in perfon with five hlln
dred horfe. Befides the forces above mentioned, there were eighteen thoufand in
fantryof miJ,itia, raifed lIpon this occafion in the neighbourhood of the city, who 
were armed with mu£kets. Thefe different troops formed an army of near fifty 
thoufand fighting men. 

THERE is no agreement int accounts ofthofewho'Were at ISFAHAN during the 
liege, in regard to the number of foldiers in MAO'RMlm't army: the molt probable 
opinion is, that it WI not above haJf the ftumbtr or the king's troops. It confift
cd chi fiyof cavalry i thefe were armed with a fabre and lance, which thofe ptople 
handJe with qual dexterity: their defenfive armoUl' are a buckler and cuirafs, made 
fJf double fold of hard kathn, and , tItem carry pinol!. Their whole 

my Wa& c.1ividcd j 0 four unequal parts: the moft numerous farmed the right 
ing under the command of AMAH OI.A. MAGRM\lD was in the fet'ond divifion, 
hich he pJaced in tbe centtr: he gave the command of the third to N ASR U LLAH, 

a 

Top HI BACHI. • KUl.A".. t Genrral of the flu·t.. _ <I It is affirmed that two 
dtDghccrs of this prinu who attended him in mC .. I cJoathing in . former cxpedition. apiIIA the 

au, ,?oyt f~&t,li, by hi.~. • The province of "OIraT" ie. mountainola' COlmtry .. that 
~ .. ~y ~ CMl CJlUaUT •• or tbe anclcnt5V." A t but ba"hac beeo peot!1fd ;Y cGlOme, .r 

oua~f.' k ~.~ af'telwardt c:omprized in KOVP.OhTJlIf. BnoN<!JUD,. plllociituare Dt'ar H8-. 
D.U, JSJllprlllcpUo..trcf .. We.IQlI~ lake wcaGC&otonfouoddUlpJace Wltb 1..u"TAH, whid 

aa.Utc .. cea4. • 
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a P!Rsn, whQm he bad made ene of his Meutt.nIM pneraJa; and the fOtl.rth, a 
Jea{\' numerous of thefe bodits, wcrecboice men of the PI LEVA ~ or 5.SUKIiCHl 

The length and cel dty of MAOHMUO'S march, as we hav obtt:rv~ did not 
him to bring any cannon wits him; but he fupplifd this defect in fome 
a very extraordinary artillfry: thefe are a kind of harquehufe , which carry a 
ful of mufket. balls-; each of thefe pieces, with its ftock, was lJlQunced on a c 
which lay down at command; and from the backs of thefe animals~ u.ai 
om cJttrcifc:, they charged and fired thefe arms b. • 

THE fun had juft a.ppeared on the horizon, when the armies began to ~ 
each other with chat curaofity, which is natural on thefe dt . occafions. "he 
PERSIAN army jufr come out of the capital, being compofedof bueYer WIS fftOA: 
brilliant at court, f( emed 3S if it hatt been formed rather to make than to 
'6 gh t. The ' rkhnefs and variety of their arms and veftments; the- uty of then-
borfes; the gold aJid precious ftones with which fome of their barne6es were. coo. 
vered, and the richoefs of their tents, contributed to render their camp very. pam. 
pous and magnificent. . . . 

ON the other fide there wu a much fmaller body of fuldiers, disfigured wit 
fatigue, and the fcorching beat of the fUfl. Their c10atbs were (0 ragged aDd tor 
in fo long a march, that they were (c.ifce fuRkjent to cover them fcom dYe watbrr, ------:----.1 

and their horfes being adorned with only leather and brafs, there waa nothing gtit-
tt::ring among tbem but their fpears and fabf-es. 

THE two armies ftood in fight of each other the greateft part of the dll}' in mutu 
awe, without making any motion on either fide. M GHMl1D embraud this oppor
tunity to ride through the ranks, and rncourage his foldiers. ".He rq>rcfecated t(J 
'" the PltRSE ES., that th hour was now come, which would free them from the 
~, yoke of their tyrants ~ that liberty was in their own hands~ if they wooki prove 
" themfelves worthy heirs of the valour of their all4:e{\'ors." ur '1lS to the AI'!

CH A S and the D ALouCHtS," he exhorted them to fight with that bravery ViI • 
,. had rendered them fo often triumphant over their enemies; he reminded them 
'" of thafe glorious fe3ts~ and deuced them to look upon the riches of ISPAHAlIr. as 
" the firft Intit of an eafy victory; a vi8:ory, without which they muft iDa"itabl, 
" peti{b, either by the fword in their reu at. or D1 bUDgeT and tbiri in ttic 
~, dc:ferts."· 

WHILE MAGHMUD was thus endeavouring to iftfpi:re his troeps witH cut ardor, 
which dley ftood in need of 00 fo impoftaM an occa6o the PEAMANS were taken 
up in debates. Though the king had fenl poIuive Qrders to 6g ,yet die .nln:" 
MAT OOOLiT, who {bared \ gener command ·cll d~ ALl of AtAB1A, iui 
firongly ~hat they 1hould avoid coming to an ngagement: " It is true,'. faid 
., we may xpta: the m~ 8eBerous-dfarts of tbe PERSIAN valour., on all ~ 

" 18 

a The name whi..:h the loPe H A~e to their forlorn ltope, which go on tlae moft dCfpe1"Jtc . .alons. 
" N.Io~u, IUlf aicnwrds ufod lUnd of aans \V1tft great futcers: they tie nrt 10lli .... ~ 
.. ,reat diiarn:e. 

'101.,11. 
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whfcb the fafety of the empire, and the liberty of the emperor are at ftake: 

what does valour avail, if it be not armed and direfled by experience? At
aU our infantry, who are the principal part of our forces. are novices in 

duty of a foldier; they are entire ftrangers to the ufe of the mufket; and 
.. have we then any reafon to expett that the, will be able. to ftand the fhock 
" of the enemy's cavalry, or to attack in fuch ot:der as to pierce thro' their fqua
" drons? Too much fecurity is oftentimes tne caufe, that even the beft con~rted 
" undertakings mifcarry. Let us not defpife an enemy whom fortuDe favours: 
cc We ave four thoufand pioneers with us, let thefe cover the army with intrench-
" menrs; and if you are abfolutely determined to hazard a battle; thefe lines bor-
" 'With cannon and infantry will be a fure place of retreat, in cafe of a mis-

fortUne. But my wait tW famine compels the enemy to attack 
" U9 in our entren then our cavalry allying' forth from the extremities, 
" will take them in nd will mett with fo much the lefs. refiilance, as they: 
., wiJI have to deal troops already fhaUered and broken by the continual fire-
" to . which they cxpofed." 

THUS the TUEMAT DOULET ("nrleavoured to bring them, over to an opinion, 
hich difFered but little from tbat which he had openly declared in council~ The 

propofal was prudent, inafmuch as it left very little to hazard, and fecured all the 
advantage that ought to be expetted from their infantry, which otherwife muft be 
urelefs. The officers who commanded in the eente)' a, ftruck with thefe reafons, 
had already approved the project. when the VALl of AttABIA, and the K.OULAR. 

AGASt, who were afraid left this opinion fhould be followed by the reft: of the 
principal officers. cried out, ., This is no time to debate, but to fight; it would 
U be an eternal fhame to fo numerous an army, in Which is the flower of the ' no
U bility of the empire, to be afraid of appearing before a gang of robbers and rebel 
"herdfmen.n Saying this, they waited for no anfwer. but retired, and led on 
their fquadrons againft the enemy! this ferved as a lignal to the troops, who all 
moved forward at the fame time, and fell upon the left wing of the AFGHANS with 
filch impetuofity, as fiung them into difordcr. ,- /' 

MAGHMtJD, who obferved both armies from a throne raned on the back of an 
efepbaRt, was furprized at this (bock, and began to think that all was loft. His. 
alarm was elured by the VALl of ARABIA, who baving made a long winding to the 
right at the head of a body of ARABIAN cavaJry, overtfirew all he met in his way,. 
and made himfelf maft:er of the camp of the AFOHANS. It is reafonable to believe, 
that tbe afEair would have been foon determined in favour of the PBlUlA NS, if he 

ad lleturned diretlly .nd charged the enemy in the rear. MAOHMUD, terrified at 
the danger, was preparing for Bight, and had' ordered the JightfR: of his drameda
. to be m.ade rcady for him; when a circulllitance arofe, that infpired him with 

more courageous refolutions. The ATRIUAT DOULET feeiftJboth armies engaged, 
rned to his poll, and charged the right wing of the enemy with IS much bra.. 

wry, as he had before given marks of ptudence. AMAH OLA, who commanded 
that wing. made a f~jnt of giving way, and retired gradually without breaking his 

i . bQt he bad hardty. let the: enemy gain fifty paces upon h~ when ordering 
, hi. 

~ Tbc leloral of horfe, _ .• pacral of tlIc, a.rtillery. 
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hi,.. men to open their ranks, one hundred camels appeared kneeling, each of 
had one of the har~ucbufes above .. mentioned on his back. The PE UlAN! alt()nUltf'jl
at this uoexpeaedlight, and a general difcharge of this little artHlery being 
moft of the foremoft rank were killed; and the A WOHANS making loud ihout$ 
acked the reft, and obliged them to turn their bac::ks.. 

WITHOUT giving the PERSIANS time to recover themfc:lvts, AMAN OL/l MPet 
them lip to their battery, which he came behind, and having cut the c •. gI,!_. 
in pieces who guarded it, he caufed the cannon to be pointed againft the 
the PE R SIAN army, who were thus put to Right before they had fought a 
This Ilrtful ftep decided the fate of the day. The VALl of I TA, flO bac! 
10ft one off his brothers in the aaion, and bad been alfo wou tmfcU', icing 
every thing rendered defperate by t_ defeat of tbe left wing, lad .... fliaht of the 
center, went off direCtly with" hat foldiers he had remaining, and lCCind' into his 
province. His example wu followed by FEREZ OULLAH, KHAN oiSAMADAH.ud 

by ALI RlZA, KHAN of COHIULAN·, who havingcaJled offtheirtroops, n:tircd ead1 
to his refpeClive province. 

IN the mean time, the VALl of AIUBIA being mafter of MAGlIMUD'Scamp, amufed 
himfeJf with plundering the baggage, and tho' he had obferved the enemy's mo- ~ 
tion, yet infiead of attacking them ;n the rear, IS was I!xpeaed, he refufrd the 
fuccours, that with repeated inftances were demanded of him. The AFGHANS there
fore had no enemy to oppofe, except the KOULAR AGASI. This general endea
vouring to vindicate his opinion given in council, continued to fight with redoubled 
con rage and relOlution. Determined to conquer or die, he had already cut part of 
the oppofite wing in pieces, and pu1hed the remainder as far as their entrench1nents. 
when MAGHMtlD feeing the field almoft clear of the enemy, advanced to take him 
in the rear. This motion difperfed the P! aSIANS, who compored the greateft part 
of the troops of this gallant officer; but a body of four hundred GEORGIA N S re
furing to defert him in this extremity, he defended himfelf on all fides with the 
utmoft intrepidity; till at length he was overpowered with numbers, and with the 
companions of his glortous temerity, died fword in hand, The defeat of this va. 
Jiant troop completed the viCtory. The VAt.J of ARABIA loaded with MAGHMUD'S 

treafure, and the plunder of his camp, had by this time taken the road to the town, 
which he entered by the oppo!ite gate b to that' by which the army had marched 
Ollt againft the enemy. ~ 

SUCH was the iffue of the battle of GULNABAD, in which the PJll.SIkNS, fo long 
accuftomed to blunders in politics, took two dangerous fteps; one was, co divide 
the cGlllmand between two generals who did not agree, the other, to plant their 
batteries fo forward, that they could not be properly fupportea: This taft circum
france, and the fagadous conduCt of AMAN 01. A, gave the victory to the AFGHANS: 

but: we may fay, that the treacherous conduct of the V ALI of ARABIA decided ,he 
battle ••. The kinS's army loft fifteen thoufand men i a number which will noc a~ 

pear 
• CQll*'1 ~ ten day. j~y from IlPAliA towlrtlA .... ou. ~ The Dill qS:~1 

.ift.1he ... ~of ISFAHAN. • The HAJAM in the weft. , It hubeea mach doubcl:d. 
if dae VAU of AUI'A wa£ indllc:ccl \IG aa chi. bak .... t, merely &om the tcmptadoa of pluGer. 01' 

X a frolll 
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ex'aerated,.if e coofider cbe circumftances of the eftgagement. he 
part of the troops nder the command of the ~OULA R AGASJ, fell in tIle 

of battle; the infantry was in a great meafure expofed to the mercy of the 
and the two thoufand cannoneers with their general. were al Oaugh

at their poit. The 10fs of the ,-'OHANS was inconfiderable; and the tr ime 
and baggage of the PERSIAN army, was an ample recompence for the plunder 

hich the ARABIANS bad taken in their camp. 

(rom reftntment of the oppOlitiOD which the AllllaMAT OOVLET made to his propofals; he might be 
iJadi&rcftt, at that time> which fide obtained the viaory, Llit his eonduCl: afterwards proved him a traitor; 
DOl' w nd that ~ atteDlpted to ~indicate himfelf, or acknowledge that he had been guilty of ~n e~· 
tGl't .~1d1at t~ natural &Vidit)' of his AIL\Jj' .... 5 was not tQ be rcll:rained. 



THE 

REVOLUTIONS OF P E 
FROM THE 

BAT T LEO F G U L NAB A D" 

TOT H E. 

ABDICATION OF S U L TAN H U'S S E I N, AND THE 

TAKING OF I S F A HAN .. 

C HAP I •. 

Z'he king calls a council, alii determines to remain in ISFAHAN. Preparali~1IS If) de/tlld 
the city. Orders filii to the khans of the provinces. Z'be VALl of LORISTAN is 

- declaredgeneraliifimo. MAGHMVD encamps at CHEUESTAN. Defcriptio1l O!URA

BAD; the AFGHANS take poffeffion of it, and appear before JVLFA. Defcriplioll of 
JULFA, alia thejituaJion of the ARMENIANS. Z'be PER.SIANS cOl1dufJ towards them. 
1he AFGHANS talee JULFA, and exercift barbarities. Deftription of ISFAHAN. 

MAGHMUD repulfed at tbe bridge of SHJRASS .. 

A s foon as the news arrived of the defeat of the PERSIAN army, the city of 17U • • 

ISFAHAN was in the utmoft confternation. The PERSIAN troops, who fled, 
from the field of battle, exaggerated the valor and conduct of the enemy, 

infi)much that the inhabitants of thi great city already ftruck with a pannic figured 
to themfelves the diftreff'e5 which followed not long after, and imagined they faw· 
the AFGHANS, with their drawn fabres, practifing all imaginable barbarities. 

UN D ER tht:fe extremities the king called 'I council, in which he reprefented the dan
ger his perfon would be expcfed to, if he ftood a fiege in a city unprovided wit~ 
necetraries; and whore ruinous walls might prove but a feeble b rrier, wht'n defended : 
by troops difheartened by their late defeat. His danger had infplred him witil \ 

fo~ 
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dtgree of fordtuue; and with an air of dignity, in a pathetic ftrain,. he 
";,,,~_\OOe to this effect ~ " It is not entirely fpr the fake of my own fecurity, that 1 pro · 

,..· · .... n'.,. [0 remove; a prince, who is afraid \0 die with ,his fubjeCts, is unworthy to 
over them: but the greateit part of the provinces frill obey me: their fate is 

r".'nprt with mine; for the rebel will be O1after of the empire, as foon as he 
., has my perfon in his power." 

TJiE A T}{EMA T DOULET confirmed the king'. remarks i adding, that it wOllld be 
very imprudent to expofe the king's perfon ro th(: hazard of fuch an event; the,re. 
fOil: it was advifeabk for his majeUy to retire that very night to CASBIN, while the 
enemy, y¢t intoxicated w·~ their v~ory. would take no meafures to oppofe his 
ttt#at; that when the $ If uld be at (ulJ liberty, he might eafily affemble an 
army. capable to raife.. , and deftroy e AFGHANS; that at all events, the • 
Jors of ISFAHAN .. .ooly the 10fs of one city, which M4PHMUD could not 
keep with fO fmaUa of troops; whereas, if the king Jbould Jbut himfelf up 
thc;re, the lors of I FAHAN would draw on that of the whole mon~chy. . 

THn fpt"ech fccmed to convince the greateft part of the affembly; when the v A LI 

of .ARABIA, who had fo bafely betrayed his truft that very day, and yet, by a 
ftran.,ge fatality, was continued in his office, ftood up, and fpoke to this effect: "It 
" is debating to a great difadvatage, juft after the 10Cs o( a battle. Whilft men 

U are affeCled with fear, in confequcnce of a recent misfortune, whatever their na
cc tural intrepidity and difcet"nment may be, they arc but ill capable of diftinguilhing 
., tbe real magnitude of objetb: even prudence lofes its ~ry . naturc. and betrays 
U itfelf. A panic terror, caufed by a trifling unforefeen accident, has fnatched the 
u viaory out of our hands. Ought fuch an accident, which is not uncommon in 
" war, to make us tremble before a weak and contemptible enemy? Belides. w~re 
6C it prefumed that their chief would lay liege to fo large and fa l-Wpulous a city as 
Ie this, he would not dare to enter it with fuch a contemptible gtP,g of robbers liS 

U he has about him. What is there then to fear? If he fho\lld be ~Id enough to 
" ap~ar before our walls, the prefence of the king will encourage their defenders; 
" and the whole empire incenfed at this attempt, wm fiy to the ;amftance of their 
cc fovereign. But if his majefty fhould dc:pri VI: [hefe Joyal inhabitants of the op~ 
" portunity of exerting [hat v~or. which his prefence infpires, fuch a ftep will not 
u only ftain his honor, but difhearten all his faithful fubjects, and encourage the 
" revolted: fuch a behaviou .. , much fooner than the force of arms, will open ISFA

~, HAN to the conqueror, and the reft of the empjrc. amazed to fee a bate SUNNl& 

U on tbe facred throne of the fucceffors of AI.l. will not ftir in defence of their 
~~ prince, bec;aij(e they will conclude hi' fate irruritvable." 

TH E boldeft opinion prevailed over tbe moLl prudent. fl,.H HUSSEIN was 
afhamed to abandon bis capital. and determining to defend· m>tbing more was 
tbought on, than how to make a vigoroU"t rdiftancc againft the enemy. New Ie-

. were made; the ruin paFU of the. 1$ were repaired. iatrcnchmenis W~~ 
~OWD up in thofe places that were moft expofed, and efpecially at the head of the 

• hich opea • communication wida the fub\1l'hs. aad eve., other precaution 
the pro DHty of lM dan~, -and ~e i~of chc minifiera would 

" permit. 
a Tbis -'& •• , AW was anINI" himfc1f. 
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permit. The VA1.I of AIlABIA was appointed gOftmor of the town, and 
HUSSEIN fent mcfJengers to the khans of the different ptoyinces yet under his 
nion, ordering them to reeair with all the forces df their goftrnment! to HONSA 
there to join the VALl of LOklSTAN, whom he had declared gent"faliffimo of i. 
armies. Being more [enBble than ever of the miftake he committed ill treating the 
VALl of GEORGIA in [0 imperious a manner, the SHAH ~nt magnificent prefcdtsto 
this prince, and wrote to him in the molt preffing terms to march to his am • 

THESE regulations were prud~nt and fuitable to the fituation of affairs: 
mean time proper care was not taken to provide for a liege. The inhabitants-o 
open country, flying from the cruelty of the AFGHANS, flung themfelves in crow 
inco the city; infomuch that the public fqu~ the gardens, a he ftreets, t're 

every day filled with this ufdefs multitude. The king, who did not to'nfider the 
difference betvveen a commcm rtlan and a [oldier, not only negleCted gfYing orden 
upon this fubjea, but fe(med to forget that there were no magazines Bf provifions 
in the city: the diClates or fear fuggefting to him, thtt his fecurity muft arife«rom 
his numbers, he forbad upon pain of death, every perfon in ISFA HAN, whether in
habitant or {hanger, to fiir from thence. 

IN the mean while, fome A R A BS who had been (ent upon the (cout, having 
brought intclJigence, that the rebels had left on the field of battle, the twenty-fOur 
pieces of cannon, which they had taken in the engagement, a detachment of troops 
W3.S fent to bring this artillery inco ehe city: this they executed wirhout any obftru
cHon from the enemy, who continued quietly in their camp. Their inactivity was 
owing to the wavering difpofition of MAGHMUD: he, who had hitherto thewn him
[elf aflive and· enterprizing, now feemed altoni!hed at his own victory. The little 
fuccers he had at JC.H ERMAN and YEZO; the vaft extent of tSFAHAN, and the num
ber of trOOpS within its waUs, gave him reafon to apprehend, that the liege would 
be of tong continpance; and that the governors of the provinces would have time to 
affemble. and might cru{h him with their joint forces; but he could not with ho .. 
nor, nor fafety, abandon his enterprize. The return of the fpies, whom he had 
fent into the city, removed his anxiety: by thefe he was informed of the great con
fternatwn into which the PERSIANS were thrown; and that if, inftead of giving tbe 
enemy time to recover themCelves, he had purfued them to the gates of ISF A H A ~, 
he mioht have made himfelf mafier that very day ()f the king's throne and perfon. 
UponOthis news he, began his march, and plundering every p1ace by the way, he 
encamped the 12th of MARCH with his whole army near CHEER.!STAN, a town a. 
little to the eaftward of lSiAHAH. 

Taa PERslANS finding the AFGHANS had abandon~ the artillery altoYe.mentioned"9 
llegan to think they had no intention to lay liege to the town; but this motion of 
the enemy's army undeceived them, as to the fond exptCtation th~ had entertai.ned, 
concerning the retreat of the AFG H ANI. The 6rft ft:~ they rook 10 confequence of 
this difcovery, was to abandon FARABAD, a country-palace th~e miles from ISFA

HAN • . SHAH KUSSII , who had exhaufte . the treafures amaffcd by the kings his 
pre-

... Tht. city is (aid '0 be about Aye JacQea froa In n. • It i ....... to rec:o~ ~ co.-
"118, ocbcnvife lbaA by fI ppofiat t the ArCUI! -, M isDOraDl or... of rclldcrisw 
uldef., and fiDdin, them uJDbcnome, choCc to .... chem. . 
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_~rOl'1I. to lmil.llge his pamon for iiding~ had fpared no ~e to render 
palace onhy of a great monarCh: It s fo fpacious and masnifieent, th t he 
often enc("rtainro thOllghts of abandoning ,the capiu!, to. k it his ordinary 

1 his palace was ~ncompa~d itl1 tb:.ong lofty walls, flanked at fmaU 
·_.'Ie ... I1' .... ::" witb toWf'rs: Under the prefent c mftancc ) it ought to have been con
liti'l'r'f'C1 as a fonrefs wh ich might incommode the ~nemYt or re:'tard their operations; 
but the rebels were [carce arrived at CHEER EST A, hen orders were fent to aban
don FARABAD; which was executed in fo imprlldent a m:mner, that altho' th" PER

$) AN garrilon might have eafity carried off t c. , they contented themfelvt's 
:with burying them. 

THIS as too gro(s .:blunder to efcape the AFGHANS! fome of their [quadrons 
who were upon the fc h ing what had iaif(d, marched with all expedition, 
and took poffduon of t caftle and its artillery, on the J 9th, without meeting 
with any oppofition: ~ re foon joined by the refl: c5 the army. MAGAMUD 

being now advantagrouOy fituated, and maikr of feveral pie.ees of cannon, deter
miot'd to repair the lofl of time, occafioned by his irrefolution; and appearl'd the 
fame day before JULF A. 

THr town is fituau-d a mile and a half [outh of ISFAHAN, on the fouth banks of 
the river ZENDE ROU D · , on the fide of which it is extended for aimol1 three mHrs. 
It was foundtd by AllAS [he GREAT, on tbe following oecaCwn. lhe A1MENJANS 

banD@: revolted againft the TURKS, and fubmitted [0 this princef h removed part 
oflhe inhabitants of ARMENIA into different provincl"s of PERSIA. Thofe afchean. 
t~n Jt..LFA, a town on the:' banks of the AR-A ., we-re tranfported to I ,I' AlIA.N', from 
whence they removed, and lectled in his place, to which they gave the name of 
(heir former refidenee. The people who had been drawn from l!R.lVAN, • (BRVAN b, 

and the lower AIlMENIA, feeded in the fuburbs of iSFAHAN; but ABAS, ddirous ' of 
'ITlfroving tbis new colony, obliged them to remO\'e to JULFA, rog ther with lome 
PERSBES of the neighbourhood of KHERMAN and YEZD; by tbis means, fOllr Dew 

quarters were formed. The rBRSEES were k)(m after obl.iged to retire from thence, 
infomuch [bar of Bruen hundred families, whkh were at fi~t computed in their quar
ter, there remained only three hundred, all compofi d of artificers and labouring 
JDeIl. The ARMENIANS being an induftrio4.ls active peepJe, applied themfe1ves to 
commerce, and by their care an applicltion uu. Riony foon rofe to a flourilbing 
condition. 

ABA! I. was too great a politician, to negtea My meafure that might contribute 
to the welfare of fuch an dlablifhment. He lent them conliderable fums of money, 

• delH2nding Iny imereft; he ~paed them from aU kinds of fervitude 1 he 
'Fmted thtm the fffe fXeK)i. of th ir rrligion i and in order to fcreen them from 
daejeaioufy and avarice of rbc PER.SIA. officers, he allowed t~m a CA'LENTER of 

• 0 n nation, to wbom a&gned a place at diofe celebrated feafts, in which, 
I£CGrdiAg to the cullom of ~motcft antiquity. the kings of PERSIA dine in public 

tile graad~ of the 
SOM.I 
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SOME of the (llcceffors Qf this prince followed t~e fame maxim, and JUUA 

very little time ~camc a cQn~derable place. It had the appearance or a 
founded in the midtl: of a foreign nation; no MA HOMMEDAN was ~rmitted 
there, and the rigor of the law of retaliation, caufed the inhabitants to De 
even by the PEIlHAN~ themfelves. Th ARMENIANS of JU~FA tbus _n,~ru"r ... _ 
fo neceffary a protection, were in a thriving condition for many yt'ars; a 1(f.~~~'" 
on, in different parts of the world, a confiJeraLle trade, which was very 
the frate. But at length the court, forgetful of its own interefts, Srew HalD'.&'_ 

vouring them; and in SH A H HtTSSE IN'S reign, their privileges, . which 
fome diminution under his predeceffors, tell into contempt. Under hIs govern 
ment, no regard was paid to the law of retal" wn. The ecckli offended at 
the equality which this law ell,qlifhed betw n mu1rulmen a.Q ChQ~ intro~ 
-duced a cufrom, that if a PD IAN kined an A unN IAN, he •. te the; 
crime by giving a load 0 to: Jhe relations of tlie dcoeafed. .u 
confidered this treatment, as a m.rk Of fervitude: but they had DO rijiel, 
equal! y a (port to the avarice of the great, and tht" infoJence of the common ~ 
While they groaned under there calamitit"s, induftry declined among them; the 'tp~ 
rit of commerce, for which tbey had been fo much difringuilhed, was in a great 
meafure fuppre1fed; and little more was thought of than to preferve their lives, anel 
the property-which they had already acquired. 

TH! AIlMBNI}NS. having been thus treated with contempt and injuaicc, it ". 
feared they would cherilh a rerentment, which might induce them to change their 
mafter~. The PERSIANS, tho' they now ftood in ru~ peed of their fervices, we're 
j'ealous 1 and in this, as in many other inftances, prewed the way to their OWR 

ruin, for fear of being undone. It ought naturally to 4avc been expected that the 
A~MENJANS, ~ho are brave and tenacious of their property, would have ftruggJei 
h.~ to be delivered from a rapacious enemy: however, upon the firit news of 
'MAGHMUD'S arrival, the king enjoined them to "ppear wich their military eqgi .. 
page before his palace, intending. as he faid, to entruft thcm with the guard of his 
perf on, during the abfence of his houfhold troops, who were going to march againG the 
rebels. Flattered with this tefrimony of benevolence, tbey repaired to the place 
appointed in great number!; but no fooner were they drawn up, than they were 
commanded to lay down their arms, and difmilft:d with ftriel: orders to deliver up 
what arms might be frill remaining a!T)ong them. Tho' futh a mark of difuuft w 
fufficient to provoke a brave people; yet as foon as they knew that the AFG HANS 

were advancing, they defired flleco ~, offering to maintain the PERSIAN troops at 
their own expence. They repeated their inftances as th~ rebels appro.u:hl'"d ~ and 
finding that tbe VAll of ARABIA, who had promifed to fend them afiiftance, broke 
11 is word, they frill put themfelves in a poftun: of making as good a defence, as 
-their fituation and circumftances would permit. 

THINGS w~re thus Ituated, w11en the AFGHANS appeared before :rUM' A: they at· 
tacked the place th~ very night they arrived, and the a{fault latted two bourse III 
order to make the enemy believe they had regular troops, the ARMENIANS, during 
'the.engaiement, !led each other by Pi. Slot!. n.1~cs; and ~ho' tbey were yer1-
'inddfere tlyar , yct the.y.ckfcndod them yes W)tR ~ mw;h bravery, 

VOJ..II. 
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dae enemy could do, was to feize upon a little tntrenchmtnt. which had 

up in a hurry. Encouraged by this fuccefs, they waited for the VALl 

ABIA, defigning to attack the AFGHANS in their turn; but this general foon 
Ide them fenfibJe of the iI difference he e to the common caufe. Inftead of 

iQg his word with them, he prevented SIFFIE MYRRA a, who was marching 
ing the attack at the he;td of a detachment of horfe, in order to make a diver

lion, frum proceeding any farther, reprefenting that the king his father would not 
permit that the prefumptive heir of tbe crown lhould expofe himfelf to fo dangerous 
an encowner. 

THlt extraordinary P'1»¢~, together with that of difarming the ARM ENIANS, 

iDdut;ed people to tbiak • .llJ&t· was the king ;n~ntion to facrifice JULF A and its 
inhabitants to the fafet)' Of the capital. Nor is it altogether improbable, that this 
w ak prince, through tbe 'nfiigation of his treacherous minifter, the VALl of ARA

BIA might imagine the APCHANS woaJd be contented with th wealth they 
1hould find in that toWA, without perMing in fo hazardous an enterprize as the 
liege of UFAHAN. ThiS ARABIAN prince, by religion a SUN'NI, and actuated with 
the fame ambition as his father. who thirty years before attt!mpted to lhake off the 
PItB.$It<N yoke, t!ither held a correfponcknce with MAGHMUD, which is moft proba
ble. or was governed by the pernicious maxim of thofe generals. who, to prolong 
their own authority, do not chufc to terminate a war, when it is in their power to 
bring it to a fortunate iffue. 

THE A1UUNIAN'S had n ime to refrefb themfelves after the fatiguts of the firA: 
.(fault, but were preparing againft a fecond, when the befiegeu taking the advantage 
of tbe obfcurity of the night, went round tbe town, to try if a breach was pracH
cable in their walls of earth b. A PERSEE in their (ervice undertook to make a hole 
through the wall j which having done to his purpofe, an elephant was brought up 
to it, and by his means a part of thofe f«ble ramparts was broke down: N'AZR. 

VLLAH, who commanded the party, took potreffion of the breach; and the ARME

NIANS perceiving that he waited only for day·1ight to enter the town, deputed the 
chief perfons among them. before the night was (pent, to capitulate. The AFGHAN 

commander heard their propofals, as one who was fure of conql1cft: he obliged 
them to furrender at difcr.etion, and to ranfom their '\fes and effefls1 by a contri-
bution of feyenty thoufand tomans c. 

HARD as this condition ap~red to the AIlMINIANS, MAGHMVI> added another 
more revere: he was hardly mafter of JULU, when he demanded ' a ctttain number 

~ ....... _. 'of young virgins, whom they fhould pick out of the molt con!iderabk families. 
Tbe AFOII .... NS were ITWIfters of the town i and the ARMENIANS had no other rdolu.
tion to take than that of fubmiffion. ' A.ll the young women that could be found, 

ho were remarkable for their beauty, and whofe age rlGCCeded nineteen, wrre 
bJlE)ught before certain perfons appoineed for this examination: thefe chofe 6fty out 
or the number, and cond¢led them to PAI4\BAD, adorned with c~ir richeft 

cloaths, 
• IU. was Ht7SSUN'1 {econd (OD, who, according to (ome ICeo.,"tl, wa. manU! (pirie, a.ncl. 

.. objea of jcaJoufy &mcmg the eunuchs. He WI. now at hbcrt,y, otberwife the kin!:, Will arc 
to "" ben kept c10fe withiD Qe ails of the paia«:e. • Thole of It U H ,AM are of th~UJllC It_ 

.. ..,. 11'1 almoft aU ~ fani6acl p.IIcca ia the cat. ! Oac ~ fnoCJ1ty·fiv~ _{aDd pouda. • 
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c1oaths, and jewels, where they were prefented to the conqueror. M A ORMt1D ....... --... " 

part of them for his own harram, and diftributed [he remainder among his 
pal offie rs. 

THE ARMEN IANS are jealous in the highe(\: degree of their honor, fo t 
thing could cut them deeplr thon to deliver up their daughters. The di_~1ltt 
mothers made JULF A refound with their lamentations. Some of thofe 
were fo fhocked to fee themfelves abandoned to the enemies of their co~. ;' 
they died with exceffive grief. The APGHANS, whofe hearts could not but'fat 
fome meafure, the dill:refs of thefe young women, and whofe re-Jigion by no m' 
allows of any violence, fent thofe home who were moll: affiieled, and ot~rs 
ranfomed by their parents, infomuch that in a few days, there temained but 

_ fmall part of ~hem in Uavtry. 

THE AFGHANS, humane in this refpett, were inexorable in regard to the CO 
bution. The ARMENIANS alledging that the chief part of their efFeas was 
Is.FAHA N, pretended to be abfolutely incapable of paying fuch a fum. They 01. 
ferf.'d, however, to enter into an obfigation of paying ie, as foon as they recovered 
their e£feds, that is. upon the taking of the city, or at the condufion of a peace. 
This was making the fruits of the 6rft fuccetS depend upon a new event. MAOH. 
MU D appeared to be fatisfied with the propora); but as foon as he had their bond 
'in his hands, he. ordered three of the principal men among them, who had figned 
it, to be arrell:ed as fureties; and pretending rhac his treafure was exhaufted, he in
fill:ed upon their paying immediately what money the had in their hands, as part 
of the fum, and in coofequence of this determination, he ordered their houfes to be 
fearched. The ARMENIANS, whofe avarice had caufed them to overChoot their 
mark·t began. to be fenfible of the folly they had committed, in endeavouring to 
evade the payment j but it was too late to rectify the miftake. The officers who 
made the fearch, direharged their commiffion with the utmoft exactnefs; taking 
every valuable thing they could find, as gold, filver, jewels, moveables, rich filks, 
esc. infomuch that the inhabitants, except the feeurity of their perfons, experienced 
every act of violence and barbarity, as when a town is taken by ftorm. 

AI,.L this wc:alth did not fatisfy the avarice of the conqueror; recourfe was hut to ' 
tortures in order to increafe it. The principal perfons among the AR.MENIANI 
were moll: cruelly ball:inadoed, to compel them to difeover the effeas, which they~ 
and their friends, were fuppofed to have concealed. None of them could withftand 
the {everity of the torture, except DOMINIC JAQYIS KARDELANS, a ma~ of weight 
and figure among his countrym~n, and. far advancf.'d in years, whom al~ the rigor 
of this punifhment CQuld not oblige to dlfcover any other perfon. From tms man and 
his brothers they took twelve thoufand tomans·, in ready money, and feven thou
{and c from SHERIMANS·; it was thought, . that what they got by plunder, grrady 
exceeded the fum demanded: and yet it was valued at only twenty thoufand to· 
mans·, which he ordered to be {huck off from the feveney thoufand mentioned in 
the bond. , 

• See PelDark. Vol. I. par 80. • Thirty tIaouflDCf pound •• 
lYe hundred pounds. • Thefe are remarkable pc cradcn CO dW c1q. 
FOUnd- in part of ODe hundred fcvmty-ivc Ulwfud. 
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*'i<--i1"""''''CR aa. of vioJenre flung the whole town into the utmon: confternatio~: the 
lonaries withdrew to ISF AH AN, each order leaving only one religious perfon in 

it- houfe ~ and the bifhop took the fame refolution. The ARMENIANS were not 
ignorant, that the PERSIANS fufpecred them of holding (l correfpondence with the 
enemy, yet many of them had already thrown themfelves into the town, and others 

ere preparing to follow their example, when MAOHMUD ordered guards to be 
pofted, to hinder any further defertion. 

WKUE Jl1I.F~ was thus a prey to the avarice and cruelty ~f the AFGHANS; MAGHII". was P,rparing 1!0 befiegc UfAHAN. This city is diftinguilhed, no Iefs for the 
magni6ceM!C: of its buildiAgs. than for the vaJi traa it inc1ofes; t.he ciN:umference 
behtg ordinarily com • twenty.fout miles, intluding its gardens and fuburbs. 
Ie is lituated in a plain Ul the north of the ZINDEROUD, which feparates it from 
JU LJI A. The fouree c4 is river is diftant oBly three days journey: there are va
riOlIl$ accounts 'concemil18 the courfe of it, but it is agreed to be of 9~ry fmall ex
tent. ABAUhe Oll'Eo\T caufed 11 channel to be CUI: throogb the mountains, thirty 
I~ues difiant, by which means the waters of the river M ARMOVD K!R were con-

d into -the ZENDEROUD; which renders it as wide and d~, upon the melting 
of the filC>WS in the pring, as the SEIW! is in tbe winter at PARIS. 

THE communication of the two banks of this river is fuppol'fed by different. 
brid~s. The largeR: and fiNeR: is that of JULF A: it is three hundred and fixty geo
metrical paces in lengt~ and rbil'tetn in breadth; the two' extremities of it are 
flanked by foor round towe , -With a c0gered g9lJery, which' rang~ on both fides, 
the kngth of the bridge; the whole dtCOrat~ with the rich,.ft: ornaments of PER

llAN architeCture. It is joined by two caureways, made with a gentle defcent to a
double row of trees above three thoufand paces long. This delightful alley is lined 
with terraKes and plane trees: it is called TOHER'BAG, or four gardens, and is bor~ 
dered with gardens which belong to the king. It is terminated by a large pavilion 
towards the rown, and on the oppoflte fide by a building, in the royal garden, cal
led H I\ ZA JERIII, or thoufand gardens. The town of JULFA on the one fide. and 
the fuburb of ABASA8AD on the other, firetch along the ZEN'Ol! ROUO. From the 
bridge of JULF A to the bridge ABASABI\O is about a mile and a half: the Iail: is fo 
called from the neighbouring fubutb, and ferves as a ct1mmuniption to the weftern 
extremity of the town. 

THE bridge of BAllBA1tOU~ which is lefs diftartttMn that of ABASA BAD from the 
bridge of JULF A, is the third we meet with defcending: like the latter it is lined 

'tb galleries, and is not fo much infffior [0 it in architecture, as in leno th. About 
a. rililc farthe.-, advancing c:aftward, . t~ bridge of SHIRASS, fo denominated 
becaufe it is die roadway to that city; aAd near it n the village of C1UERESTA ... : 

IUAliAJr was now in its higheft fplendor, and tlkeined the largeft and moft mag
nificent in ASIA a, with fix hundr~d thoufahd inhabitants, exclulive of thore crowds 
'Who d 'ilm hithrl' for hiter from different parts of the open country J and \ter; 

oned nc-ar an hu-ndred tooufand fouls. 

probable _ dtia iD ean'. acoedecl it. 
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SUCH was the importance of I SFAHAN, which MACHMUD dared to be6ege with I 

fo fmall an army. This young prince, who was frill encamped at FARABAD or. 
dered entrenchments to be thrown up between the river and JULF A; and the 'fame 
day he made himfelf mafter of this town, he commanded fome fquadrons to prefent 
themfelves before the ramparts of ISF A HAN, to obferve the difpoGtion of the enfm,.. 
This detachment~ [upporte9 by a confiderable part of the army, began to exteUte 
their orders; bu~ the PE R 51 A NS, now r:covered from their firft panic, gave em 
fo warm a receptlOn, that they were obliged to retire, with fome lofs. 

MAGHMUD then marched himfelf in per(oo, intending to make a general alfaUlt. 
The 21ft of MARCH he appeared at the head of his army, upoa the banks of the 
ZENDEROUD; but finding the river overflown, and the bridges ftrongly guarded, 
this aaion ended at the right, and in the center, in fome random thou from their 
eannon, which were very ill ferved: the affair was more ferious to the Jeft, for the 
officer who commanded that attack, giving way defignedly, drew the troops rhat 
guarded the bridge of ABASABAD after him; upon which he faced about, aft 

brought on an engagement, in which about twO hundred men on each fide were 
Oain. The PERSIANS frill continued mafters of the bridge; and a retreat being , 
founded, the AFGHAN army retired to their camp, after riding and hoUooing, ta .. 
ther than fighting, for the fpace of fix hours. 

THE befieged, who Caw what paffed from the tops of the terraffes, \Vith which , 
the houtes of ISFARAN are covered, began to alter the opinion which they had con- ' 
ceived of the enemy's bravery. Their fpirits were raikd upon refleCting, how ill ' 
this laft attack had been contri d, and how weakly executed: thry looked upon 
the flow advances of the AFOHANS after the battle of GULNABAD, and the great 
precaution their chief uCed in entrenching himfeJf, as a certain fign of a timorous dif
pofition; but they were foon obliged to fly again to the dtfence of their ramparts. ' 

MAGHMUD being informed by his fpies in the city, of the effdl: of his imprudent 
enterprize, had taken a fodden tefolation to re~eftablifh the reputation of his arm~ 
by fome fignal exploit. With this defign his army appeared in hattalia on the 
23d a, and while fome of his troopnvere founding the river in different parts, at , 
jf they intended to ford it, the remainder feJJ fword in hand upon the PERSIA NS who 
"defended the bridge of SHIRASS. The AFGHANS behaved, on this occalion, with fo 
much refolution and bravery, that the PERSIANS gave way at the very firlt onfet. 
They were already mafters of the bridge, and confidering the confoGon into which 
the PERSIANS were thrown, the rebels might have entered the town with them, had 
"not ACHMED AGA, a white eunuch, and a foldier of approved valour, whom the 
king had now deputed governor of ISFAHAN, come tip with a body of veteran 
troops. and renewed the engagement. He drove the AFGHANS back to the middle 
of the bridge; and while both parties were fighting there with equal obftinacy, ' 
fome pieces of cannon, that were in battery upon the banks of the river, were 
pointed· at the A.-GHANS, which cleared the bridge, and put the rebds to Right. 
ANIMED AGA parfutd them as far as their entrenchments, and made a terrible 

flaug ter. 
, • MA IlCH. ~ This pi~ce of fervice.,.. per(ormod by one JACOB, a COUU.UII 
fcom • <:artwri&ht, was ~adc an offi~tr of the arUllery. 
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ughter. MAORMUI) hld been undone, if the VALl of ARABIA had fallen upon 

kim at the fame time with his troops; but this prince now confirmed his treachery, 
in the efteem of thofe who were not infatuated; and facrifia:d his reputation as a 
foldier, as well as the welfare of the fratC', to his fiagitioul purpofes a • 

C HAP. Il. 

MAGHMUD fends a deputation to ISFA H AN with propo/au of peace. He makes himfclf 
flltlJltr of the bridge ABASABAD, and in'Vtjts the city. The troops marching to th~ 
relit! of the befieged are aefeated. Gallant behaviour of the inhabitants of BEN IS- . 

.FARAH. crreacber'lII ffJ1IIilltl of tbe VAL' If ARABIA. Defeat of the KHAN of 
COHKILAN. 

AGHMUD as much difbeartened at his Bifappointment in tbe 1aft atlion ; 
the promifes of the VALl of ARABIA were now become his chief dependance j 

and yet what fecurity C'Ould he hav~ nf the fidelity of a traitor? The. vigorous de
'fence made by the befitged, and the Tepulfes he met with jn his feveral atracks. 
alarmed his fears, left his next attempt lhould met't with no better fuccefs. He 
knew, howevtr, that ISFAHAN was deftitute-of provifions, and that it muft fall, if 
he could cut off the cODlmunication with the country: but for this purpofe, it was 
neceffary to throw a bridge over tbe river i or to make bimfelf mafter of one of 
thofe which had bren fo gallantly maintained by the PEa.SIANS. DeCides, the great:
nefs of the circumference rendered this projeB: extremely dangerous, as the liege 
could not be turned into a blockade, without giving the khans of the provinces 
time to affemble; and the junCtion of any body of forces with thofe in the city, 
muft render his enterprize abortive. In order to obtain a peace, the king had fome 
time before offered him a large fum of money, with the fovereignty of KANDAHAR, 

~~~ .. - .... and confented alfo, to yield up the province of HASSARAI, but refufed to grant him 
one of the princeffes his daughters in marriage. It was this refufal wbich determined 
J,fACHMVD to lay liege to ISFAHAN, at a time when he was tl~inking how to fecure 
an honourable retreat. 

THINGS being thus circumftanced, he refolved to try what he could do by nego
tiation, of which his enemies bad fet him tbe cumple. For this purpofe he de
puted one of his principal officers, with a coaunifliOD to offer to raife the liege, and 

~~-'''agrte to a peace, on condition that the king would give him one of the princeffes 
his daughters in marriage, with a portion of fifty thoufand tomans b; and acknow
ledge him as fovereign, not only of KANDAHAJI. and KoHER-MAN. which he already 
poO'dTed, but likewife of the province of KHOIlASSAN, which &ouJd be yielded to 
him by the fame treaty. 

SHAH HVSSlIN was under great perturbation what meafureJ to pur{ue ~ bot thde: 
conditiona .ppe d very diJhooourable. The manner in which the AFGHANI bad 

hru,eno 
~ ~itilDO he had 6ftr IOIDADI. or ODC lMuadrtd ... twtDty-ive~ •• day J Itat uu. .AI .. 

..... aotive wbich l6daced him to make • facri6cc 01 Ibofc w_s. l*1 he rcctivccf. ~ 0-'1IIIilM aDCl tweDtf-6yC thouf'and pouI •. 
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hitherto conduaed themfdves, ftattered him into a beJ~ft that the governors of the J 
provinces, and the tributary princes would have time to march to his affiftance, 
and there wu then no reafon to doubt but the enemy would be crufhed; he there
fore rejeCl:ed there propofals. 

MACHMUD being informed by the return of his deputy, of the little fuccei of 
hiscommiffion, prepared to obtain by famine, what he no longer expeCled by force 
of arms. This enterprize alfo, was extremely delicate. The PERSIANS had byad
vanced pofts, made a further addition to the circumference, infomuch tbat t~ 

ANS could not divide themfelves into fo many bodies, as there were places 
. to occupy, without running the rifk of being beaten in feI;arate detachments: there 
difficulties did not retard MAOHMUD, who reerecly renewIng his engageGlentl with 
the VALl of ~RABIA, applied himfeJf to tbe execution of his projea. 

AFTER. he had taken this refolution, he detached different bodies of troops to ra
vage the diftria of ISFAHAN. This territory contained a great number of viJf ge 
built by the orders of ABAS the GIUAT, who peopled them not only with the natives 
of IJlAe AOE MI, but likewife with feveral families which he tranfported thither from 
other parts of the empire; The plain is fruitful, and produces provifwns fufficient 
to maintain both the inhabitants of the open country. and thofe of the capital • . 
The AFO HANS charged with this commiffion, took poifeffion of fome of thefe vil
Jages by force, of others by cutting oft'the water, and many were abandoned upon 

~ 'their approach, infomuch that the number of thofc which relifted, and by tiring 
them out, efcaped falling into their hands, was very fmall. The AFGHANS, ac
cording to the barbarities of the eaft, put moft of the men to the fword. and 
brought off fo great a number of the women and children into navery, that upon' 
making a diftribution of them, five or fix fell to the Ihare of every private foldier. 
This large fupply of female naves induced them to fend home the ARAUNIAN 
girls, who were yet left in' their poifeffion. 

THIS expedition fcrved not only to cut off all forage and pro\'ifions from the city, 
but likewife to bring great plenty into their own camp. Their magazines being 
filled, they might now inveft the place without being obliged to fend out detach
ments for provifions or forage. This was of the greater moment, as MAOHMUD 

' had waited in vain for a reinforcement from KHERMAN and KANDAHAR; however 
he augmented his forces by making foldiers of many of thofe who had foHewed 
his army as menial fervants, fupplying their places with prii:oncrs whore lives be
had fpared. 

FROM the affair of the bridge of SHJltASS, till the latter end of APlUL, that is. 
during the whole time they were plundering tne open country, ~ACH~VD amufedf 

the befieged with different nego~iations i. b\u as foon as he re-crulttd hiS ~rm~1 and 
his dIfferent detachments had Joined him. he refolved ro break eff thiS Kind 0' 
truce. The gr('at obje~ he had .in view for ~he preCent, was to open ~ pa1J'age over 
the river, whic a particular acCident gave hm a favourable opportunity of accom
plifhing. The he-ad of the bridge ABASABAD wat covc:rc:u by an entrenchment,. 
liAed ith fome pieces of cannon:' a dctatluncnt of CIO~OI"\ s~ to whGm the <Je. 
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this bridge was entrulled, had obtained a fuppJy of fpirituous liquors: 

.... uu .. · ... was no {ooner informed of thii incident, which happened the laO! day of 
L, than he detached fifteen hundred men to attac them. The GfoORGlA s, 
had forcreeD, were all ftupified, or not able to ftand. infomuch that after a 

aU rdiftance they were cut to pieces. The AFGHANS having made themfdves 
ers of this important poft, fecured the pom-mon of it, by turning the artillery 

againft the enemy. Part of the army filed off immediately over this bridge, and 
{pread themfelves round the town. Guards were placed at the principal paffages, · 
and (couts ordered to march continually from one of there pofts to the other, fo that 

HI. was that fame day entirely iDvtfted. 

Iff fuccefs alarmed 1 dlel for fome time made earneft appli-
OtIon (or liberty to c enemy; their rcqueft was changed into 

urmurs. They dec: aloud tbat MACRJlUD dreading bravery of the PER- , 

SIAN troops, which Ji,a Co lately experienced, was dc~' ~¥ id all occa-
fions of ,fighting. and endeavoured to deftroy them by famj ~~mporize .oQ 

fo glna an Qccafion as betraying the common caufe ; it 1;10 J,oqser t~e 
i~ibelrate l tbat the· oAly rc:fouree was to march again~ pc~ before hUD-

ad d nroycd part of the ci[i~en$. ~d rCQdcrcd the IQlc ~ make ~ 
o cir arms. This generous and prudent fefoJutioa, if . becA carr~d iot() 
execution, would in all probability have quaibed their e . ~Ad it r~ was 
the only expedient left. The ATHE1IUT DOtIJ"U and Q10ft Q t,h~ gra.udces wen:: 
o( this or.inion, aodcvcn the king thought fa hUnfclf; hu.t the V#I Qf Aa.~ ... ~~ 
fo difSUlfed his treacherous purpofes~ as to have an. ,w.fQh~~. ... 

ak and tlu8:uating mind of this unhappy prince. Af~r what p4M. the ~vice 
of the VALl ought in all reafon to have confirmed what might Qlbctwife' be (¥Jjy a 
ftrong fllfpicion of treafon, yet he eafily prevailed on HUSSEIN totcmpQIizc, in hopca 
:of [uccours. . 

THE inhabitants of ISFAHAN now felt tbe dreadful effeCts of famine, and all their 
hopes feemed to vanifh. The gov.crnors of the provin~ f.Cf~ to fcr.ve under 
ALI MERDAN KRAN, VALl of LOR'JSTAN, who, in conformity to tbe orders of the 
court, appeared at the head of ten thoufand men at lfo,N .... a". here l» expeaed 
they would join him. CASiVM, ~HAN of the BACT! J., appeared with [wdve 

·th()uf~d horfe, and advanced towards ISFAHAN'. bijl. as AAU.H OLA kept the .field 
it a .fiying camp, he fdl upon this KH AN W he was leaft .expeCted. Two . 

D.9U(and BACT J A III A S were killed in tbis e~_mcnt, aDd t~ rea were dif per[cd 
ad ptt to flight. 

pvc him a quick 
.~;cajJlPe 1bewll to his 

~_*.M" N by the ard· 
·~_IUU ()f, "ALI J but a" 

(QQA 
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foon as he knew tliat the A FGHA N S were marching towards the capital, he came to , ..... rI!H.L'" 

fTer hi fervices. His experience and valor, virtue~ fo neceffary in thefe circum
fiances, were fa well known, that he was reinftated in his principality; and he jufl:i-
fied this mark of confidence, by the bravery with which he behaved at the battle of 
GULNABAD. BlIt not fatisfied with having given this mark of fidc:lity, he had, 
fi nce the commt'ncement of the fiege, amaffed a quantity of provifion, and detigned 
to force his way with it into ISF AHAN. He was Jll{~ upon the point of making this 
attempt; when his brother defeated the defign, by a new piece of treachery. 

THIS wretch, was ambitiolls of a dignity which he did not merit, and to which, 
as a younger brother, the order of birth gave him no riaht. At a time when this 

. prince was gone upon a journey of fame days, in order t~ make new levies, by fome 
indireCt means he obtained the command himfclf; and as he was now mafter of 
the convoy, and of a confiderabJe force, without waiting his brother's return, he 
joined the KHAN of HAMAOAN, and marched with him to the relief of ISFAHAN. 
But his perfidy, tho' it might hlYe a mixture of virtue, was attended with a fignal 
puniiliment. Thefe two chiefs had fix thoufand men und r their command, and 
expected [0 join the troops of COHK (LAN upon their march; but falling in with the 
body of AFGHANS commanded by AMAN OLA, within three days journey of ISF A
HAN, they were attacked before they had time to recover their furprizej near three 
thoufand of their men were Gain, and the remainder faved themfelves by flight; 
among whom wa!. the brother of the VALl of 1..0RISTAN. ALI MERDAN KHAN, ~~~--._ 
provoked at an action which defeated the chief hopes of the empire, foon after fa
crificed this unnatural brother to his own refentment, and the public vengeance. 

AMAN OLA having taken poffeffion of thi's convoy, with all the baggage of the 
PERSIAN troops, was fully fenfible of the great confequence of his vi ory; but he 
ilained the luftre of it by his cruelty. Part of the PERSIANS had laid down their 
arms, upon promife of quarter; yet he paid no regard to his word, for he faved 
only thofe from whom he expeCted a confider blo ranfom, abandoning the reft to 
the inhumanity of his foldiers, who killed them in cold blood. 

THREE miles from ISFAHAN', there is a town caUed BEN ISFAHAN·, fituated on 
the declivity of a hill, and fortified with the addition of fome arc. At the foot of 
this place extends a plain, which . feveral rivulets of running water contribu~e to 
render fruitful and agreeable. After tht! battle of OULNABAD, many flocked thIther 
from the neighbouring villages, infomuch that there was a number of mt'n capable 
to bear arms; and thefe had been extremely aaive in haraffing the enemy. Hav
ing no~ received inc lIi!5ence, ~hat th.e ArCH NS were .returning to ~heir camp after 
their v1Ctory, much fatIgued With theIr march, and w1thout obfervmg any order, 
they "ctacked them with fo eager a thirft of revenging the death of their cOllRtry
men, that they put them to Bight, and feized on their baggage and convoy. 

MAOR MUD was fo much prMoked at this affront, which might have been attend
ed with dangerous confequences in the prefcnt fituation of his affi in; chat he in 

la AaAlle: u weD u .u, .. w, Con of II FI.II AI •. 
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put bimfelf at the head of a bOdy of CMFlley, and overtook the enemy as 
were returning home with their bOut,. Fortune however favoured this prince 

Ittle as it had done his general. Thefe peafants gave him fo warm and fo refo
a n'ceptionJ that after cutting part of his troops in pieces, they obliged him 

~ turn his back, and to leave them a confiderable number of prifoners, among 
hwn were hh uncle, his younger brother, and two of his cOl1fins. 

THI vex.ation caWed b)' this frelli difgrace, did not affed: MAOHMUD fo tenderly, 
as his fears for the prefervation of perfons whom he loved, and who were fo nearly 
rei him. A foon as he returned to his camp, he fent an officer to SHAH 

U UI , intrttting him int.crpofe hia authority in their behalf. Glad of an op-
tunKyof doing a umanity, aDd ftill fondly expecting an accommoda-

. • this prince . if difpatcbed aZA .. AHIM, of the officers of his 
C'OUrt. The MGII&Jt efeorted thia meieQger as far U II UP AH4 : he made all 
poffible eJCpeditioJl, .,riyed too late; fOr at his e' n, he faw the 
dUd bodiel oi tbe captives: when he complained of tlleir 'nl a6ted fo prccipi. 

'Is in I .fair 9£ that importaoce, hey fropped his moutb by telling him, that 
barbari,n., who, contrary to their pr mife, had murdere4 (heir prifont'rJ in cold 
blood, ought not to be furpri.t.ed, if [h Y thouJd ~ with Nch treatment in their 
tuFn, when there was no promi{e given. 1'110' MAOMMUD ~ .. aturally have ex.. . 
petted this e¥ent, it Bling him into a kind of frenzy. He i .... mtdi.ttJy ordered all 
cae PUSI N in his power be m:lffilcr UP?" the fpot i and not contmted with 
fa OI'Ufl rev~. he forbid his men to ~nt any quarttr hereafter to the 
enemy. 

HJS mind was agit~d for fome days with the emotions of grid and revenge; 
but as foon as he reco'Vered, and began to reflect ferioufiy, he feJl into a fiate of 
defpondency. He had never &ttered himfelf with the hopes of reducing ISFAHAN, 

\mt by the reputation of his arms; and when that .1 loft, he could hardly expeCt, 
.bat the VALl of AI.ABI:A would be able to prevent the befieged from taking ad
vantage of his difgraces, by attacking him in their turn 1 or elfi:, that this treache
rous general, alarmed at his ill fuccefs, would ceare to favour thofe whom fortune 
xemed to have bendoned. In fe embarraffing circumftancts, he f inforced the 

uards of the bridge ABASABA D, and the other poib; and Itaving only a fmall gar
'if on in jW-U, he ordered the remainder of his army to return to PARABAD, as if 
he intended to fccl.1le his rct.reat. 
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put the gar" f IV'" A IX> the fword, as foon tht!IY could fee die king's rrN_ 

engaged with the enemy. This was [llch a propofd' ne> one in tlltir right 
could refufe to accept i there was the greateft probability of its focceeding; and 
AFGHANS would then have been inevitably Ilndone. If the briclge of ADASABAD 
been aua.cked on both fides, at one and the fame time, it cook) never have heJd tit 
whilft the detachments placed at the fc:veral poils, deprived of all hopes of fuc 
or even ot a retreat, would have been forced one after another; and tbe remainder 
of the army, invefted at FA IlABAD to aJl human appearanc:e would llave bedt re
duced to the neceffity of imploting the clemency of SHAH lIu~Sl!IN The 
benefit they could expeCt: from fuch an enterprize, muft have been the opentn' 

. paffage for the convoy which the inhabitants. of BEN ISFAHAN hid recoveret!. 

TH ESE advantages were r. rn.ienr, that the king could not Ip teeing them, 
and the troops reccived Olden to Itt in cortfequence: but the VALl of Alt A BIA 

yet preferved the ArOHA frcm tbeir danger. This prince judging that his 
treacherous conduCt: wooJd be dtfcovered, if the enemy raifed the fJege, marched 
out of the town, but with a full refolution not to fight. He evaded coming to ac .. 
tion for fome days, alledging that he waited for a body of troops, which, accord~ 
ing to his pretended advices was fet out from one of the provinces, and could not 

.. be long upon their march~ Having by this delay cooled the king's ardor, and givell 
M AOHMUD time to provide for his fecurity, he brought his army again into the city, 
giving this for a rearon, that as the (lIccours did not come, he did not think it pru
dent to ha~rd an aCtion, which was to decide the fate of the empire, upon the pro
mife of fo fufpected a people as the ARMENIANS of JULFA. This afionilhing piece 
of treachery (aved MAGHMUD, and a newevent foort revived his hopes. The KHAN" 
of COHKILAN, being ignorant of the defeat of the troops which w{'re to join him~ 
was in full march towards the capital, when he was attack~d, as the others were 
before him, at a time he did pot imagine the enemy fo near; and after loling t\'Vo 
thoufand men in the engagement, he made th beR: of his Way back to his province 
with eight thou[and men. • 

C HAP. III. 

SHAH HUSSEIN applieJ in vain to the VALl of GEORGIA. He declares hisjonTN.HMAS 
MYRZA his Jucceffor. TAUJMAS eJcapes fro", ]SFAHAN. Famine in lSFAHAN~ 

~ -ACHM!D AGA makes a Jalty, and is defeated by the treachery of the VALl of AIlABIA. 
Death of ACHMED AGA. c.tretlchery of M.ELUK MAGHMUD, governor of SECESTAN. 
Surrender of ISFAHAN. Abdication of HUSSEIN. Mia MAGHMUD rec,;v.s lIN 
diadem, and enters ISiAHAN. 

T H US was ISF AHAN doom'd to deftrucHon. The ami~Hon which this news 0(

cafioned, was )ncreafed by another piece of .intell.igence, received foon after 
ie. The king depended upon the GEOROIA s as hiS dehverers; the valour of thofe 
people was equally known to the PEIlSI. and the AFOHANS; and there was no 
rcafon to doubt, but the enemy would ralfe the fiege, upon the firft notice of t • 

Zz mm. 
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From this perfuafion SHAH HUSSEIN wrote in the moft prtffing terms to 

ANOA, immediately after the battle of GULNABAD; but this haughty prince 
having I1rength of mind to overco~e the mortification which this monarch ~ad 

gi en him, by preventing his revenge on the LESOEES, adhered to the rath oath he 
had made on that occafion, and by his refufal to fight, facrificed the whole 
fUlpire. 

A" Well-as jt was known, that no affifrance could be expeCled from the OEOR

COJANS. the apprehenfions, which the inexperience of the rebels, and the advantages
obtaiAeJ over them h d in fome meafure fufpended, revived with greater force. n hopes of fuecefs were now bjUlUhed; and the minds of the people were filled' 
with the kleas of t~eir misfortunes, ·and of thoCe dreadful calamities which 
hung ov.er thcir heads. was notorious, Iaat the governara of the provinces were 
fully refolved not t it ~Q.. the authority of the v of TAN; and the 
defeat of tbe KHANS Of the BACTIARIA!U, of HAMADAR, aDd COHKILAN, was a 
proof that no good was to be expeCted, fo long as they refufed to unise ~ndtr the 
fame commander • . 

As the danger increafcd every day, the king thought it b;&h time to enter into. 
wnle meafures, to prevent the whole royal fami1y from being involved in one com
mon ruin. This monarch had founeen fons, and four daushters. Three days 
after the battle of GV I..N ABAD, he had declared ABAS MYRZA the eldeft, his fucceJfor 
to the throne, and refigned the care of the goverftment into his hands. This young. 
prince being of a very warm temper, and difdaining to diffimulate, -began his ad
miniftratioh with ordering the VALl of ARABIA, the firfr phyfician, and forne othel' 
perfons of figure, to be put to de'lth: however they contrived to ward off the blow, 
by obtaining of the king to fuut him up again in the ferdgIio; where, according 
to the policy of the frate, he had been hitherto confined with his brothers. SEFFIR 

M YRZA, who followed him in order of birth, wa fubftituted in his fread, but did 
not fucceed better; for the courtiers j lldging him too weak to govern, about a 
month after he undtrwent the fame fate. The third brother was not chofen, be
caufe the too fcrupulous attachment which he prof dIed [0 the duties of reJigion-, 
feemed to difqualify him for fuch an office; fo that TiEHMAS a MYRZA, who was 
next to him in order of birth, was towards the end of idA Y acknowledged prefump.-
live heir of the crown. ' 

THE latter end of JUNE, the king refolved to fend this young prince out of lS

I' A,HA N. The defire of fecuring in his perron a legitimate fucc~fior was not the 
only motive, which induced him [0 take this refolution, he hoped by this means, 
to deprive his generals ot all pretence of difobedknce, and thal the difficulty they 
'made to unite the forces of their refpeaive governments, would no longer fubfift, 
as foon aa they had orders to affeOlble under the commaocl of the prefumptive 
heir of the crown~ AMAN OLA, who had been fI with fome forces to attack the 

• U'OOPs which were muching tQ the relief of IS' AH"" , wu not yet returned: his 
..prenec weakeded tbe main body of rOe A'OHA.", mfomuch fhat they could harely 

fupply 
'. ria"-t __ u .. '&IIIASHIJ, wlakh ia, die uWcllt ,I&.U, luZU"'- '&nifics ~l\. 
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fupply forces fufficient to guard the different pofts, which 1hut up the feveral a 
nues to the town. . 

T )EHMAS MYRZA being determined to follow the direflions of the king his fa , 
fet out from ISFAHAN the 2 I ft of JUNE in the night, efcorted by three hundred 
chofen horfe. MA HOMMED EMIR, furnamed ASBREFF' SULTAN, fon of MIlt A .... _ ......... 

DALLAH, whom MAo G H MUD had deprived of his throne and life in KANDA HAa~ , 

manded the poft which intercepted the communication between the town die 
country, on the fide of the gate TOKCHI. MAGHMU D'S mother was extrdnelf 
fond of this young lord, and had by her intreaties raved him more than once from 
the cruelty of her fon. ASHREFF diffembled the averfion he had con~ived againft 
the murderer of his father; and behaved with fo much prudence and valor on 
every occaGon, at the fame time giving fuch demonftrations of zeal for the intercft 
of his chief, that at length he gained his confidence, as well as the efteem of die 
whole army. 

THIS poft was the beft guarded, as it was by the TOKCRI gate the city could 
moft conveniently receive fuccours. TIE H MAS hoped to furprize ie, and to force 
his way through, in order to retire to CASBI . He advanced by the favour of the 
night; but could not efcape the vigilance of the enemy, whom he fOllnd under arms, 
and ready to oppofe him. Tho' the ~'lFGHANS were inferior in number to the troops 
of T lEHMAS MVRZA, yet the engagement continued very obftinate lind bloody, till 
ASHR EFF, after loung feveral of his men, was obliged to retire to a neighbouring 
fort, to fave the remainder of his people from the fury of the PERSIANS. 

TH IS event filled the befieged with fome hopes: they flattered themfe1ves that the 
prefence of the prince would raife compaffion in every breaft; and that he would 
foon be in a condition to refcue them from the miferies in which they were involved. 
The AF GHANS, on t.he contrary, were in great confternation co hear that the heir of 
the diadem hadefcaped, and might foon return at the head of an army. MAGH
MUD in particular fell into a tranfport of rage ; the captivity of the whole royal fa
mily being the great ft advantage he had to expect from the taking of ISFAHAN. 
He was heard to fay in the vehemence of his wrath, " that it would be to little 
'.' purpofe now to reduce the capital, finee there would be frill a prince able to dif
" pme the throne with him." His paffion prevailed over his reafon fo much, that 
though ASHREFF had behaved fo gallant),Y, he accufi d him of holding a correfpon· 
dence witn the enemy; and condemned h1lh to death. 

So paffionate and unjuft a fentence however did not take place. ASHREFF ap
peared before an affembly of the principal officers of the army, to vindicate his in
nocence: he reprefented to them, that the poft whieh he had guarded, was, like 
feveralothers. weakened by th~ detachment made from the army under AMAN OLA; 
and conCifted only 0 one hundred mt!n when T ~HMAS appeared: that this prince 
was at the head of :1 much more OlJmerOUS body of troops, exceedingly well moun 
ed, and compofed of feveraJ perfo~s of diftinetion of the braveft f?ldiers about the 
court: thlt notwithftanding thefe ctrcumfhnces. hp. went out of hiS entrenchments 

to 
~ ASHu" lignifies moll noble. 
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the prinu ~ but (0 fmall a.. nulftber of fotdiers It he had u.der Mil torrtmllnd, 
1I'!h\lIr,"v,-r gallantly they might behave, could not hinder the PE RSIA S fron\ fotting 

way fword in hand; and that, as a proof of his vigilance, thirty of his men 
e killed on the occar1Oll. There is litde room [0 imagine that A5KREtr was 

ftHe to his truft; (or MAGH'MUD haVing neither children nor brother of a proper age 
'1b futceed him, this young lord might be eonfldered as his heir. The divan pro
iiIIdI_~<d in his favour i and MAGHMUO, difguifing his fufpicions, reftored ASHREFF 

11 employments. 

l1tf G this tl"lt1faaion in the camp of the AFGHANS, TJ£HMA! M'VRZA, after a 
march of twenty-fi hours, reached C ASH AN, he then proceeded to' KOOM, 

atld from thence to CA. • This young ~ had fo great a fenfibility of the 
danger, in which he had left the king hi. lather, that lae fpared no pains to compafs 

s delivery: but intereft and the (pint of in~"Y, ifttirdy bafHed an 
authority which had no force [0 fupport it; fo that neither his orders nor entreaties 
c;ailed. The greateft part of the people in the neighbourhood of ISFAHAN, had 

dirperr~ through fear; and ant of refoludon now hii1dered them from unit
ing. Befides thofe bodies already mentioned, which found ~mnc(j to avoid com
ing to the affiftpncc of the capitnl; the troopS of CAN J A I\1d tXoofed themfelves, 
aIJedging they were occupied in oppofing the incurfions of the L ISCE ES, who were 
endeavouring to take advantage of the troubles. The fo~s in TAVRIS had mu
tinied againft their KH AN, lately fentthem from court, and conftquently refllf~ to 
obey the orders of the prince: thus the king hardly received any afliftance from nur 
fifty thou f:lnd regular troops, which were quartered on thofe frontiers-. 

THE feudatory princes of the empire, being lefs inttrefted than the natural fub. 
jeas, in the pre(ervation of the monarchy, thew-ed as little zeal on this occafion. 
Many confidered the extremity to which their fovereigh was redU(ed, as a proper 
opportunity to recover thtir independency. The VALl of LORIs"rAN, who kept tlm 
ill the neigHbourhooc! of 110 '~ A: R, f~ing ' the impoffibitity of a1fen"/bliog an atmy, 
marched back \ ith his troOps into his own country. 

TH! only hopes which remained was in the S"HA1t SEVEN b. T iEfttdAS having 
f'llmn'lone<i thi! militia, molt of the'ir lords pretende'd ttey were not obliged to march, 
unlefs the king commanded in perfon; and the fmall number furnirhed by the reil, 
(onfiRed only of peafatlts ill kept and ill paid; who, conceiving a diOike to milita ... 
ry fervice, from the fati gues of their march, foon difbanded, and rttumed to their 
home, before they had reached the general rendezvous. 

• 
• SR,. so ... w~tf, die ptedeceROr and fat1ler of HtliUllr, tOitatahfect., Mlldred:tnd thirty dtou-

me oa :ebC fIliinttet., without reckQning.ru. laoafhold troOpt. which fourt~n tltouksut DK!D. 

• The waU aJreaio.ai tAt tha king I this is a na~ ~~l, ji~ LO&militia, vet'1 little ddferent {rom tut of 
the ZAI M. and II SA& tOTS in TV U BY , It WII eftIbli1hcd by l' u. tlle oau T. and confiftec! of' per_ 
Ions chof'dt ail'lollJ the ilobUity, to whom he gave lands, on condition of tlleir Jeadin~ a certain ftU~ 
cf. tbe" ~ . tit wbee the fo em. lheuld ... doI:IIIon ftw them. ThIS body. whlch a-

ted at "- ti!ll; ~ h.~ th __ .... , WII" laft FCfoze i. any Cltremit, or fuddea 
~er I bill l" theCc.elDploYlACDta re hereditary, anet. under the late ~ veo- little care had beta 

to oItligc the holdeR of there poffefiions to difcll'lrgc their duty, they DO longer looked upon tbem 
other Jiabt, thaD .. l~ datct. Of..ait a v • .., ~ uperimcDl wa madc OD the p1'<_ 

' otJQ:IlIiOa. 
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I the mean while, the fcardty of provifions increafed in lSFAHAN, and the bo...".t,1 

1teged became defperate. T~ common people, as well as the grandees, plainl, 
faw that the only way to open a pa(fage for a convoy of provifions, was tQ ,tta 
the pofts of the enemy. The kini' yet incapable of fupporting any refolutionof 
himfi If, referred thofe . who came to him to the VALl of AR.ABIA. This ge 
flattered them with the hopes. of the prince's return; arid when their importulritia 
obliged him to march out of the town, he came bac~ immediately without 'ng ' 
any attempt, under the idle pretext, that his aftrologers declared that the 
not favourable. Whether the befieged faw into his artifices, or the fear of ft 
prevailed over their obed~ence, they grew tired of tbefe evaHons ~ and in the beain-
ning of ]UL Y afi'em'bled 10 a tumultuous manner, demanding itJa lolKl "ks that 
SHAH HUSSEIN 1hould come forth, an41ead them avinfi: the cnem,. 

THIS daftardly prince, wlto bad .aut himklf up in the feraglio fince tbe ~&i,... 
ning of the fieae. was far frOID yielding to rucb a propofal. He ordered fome 
of his officers to let ~m know, tbat he would give h~ anfwcr the next day i 
but the populace infifting that he Ihould appear biRlfeJf, the eunuchs difperfed · 
them by firing fome muiket-1hot from the palace. So (xtraordinary a behaviour. 
under fuch circomftancel, might have occafioned a geneJ":i1 iofurrection, jf ACH

MED AGA, now governor t)f lSI' AH.4N, had not rrevented the jIJ confeql,lcnces of. 
it.. This gallant eunuch put himfelf at the head 0 a body of yeterao troops, and 
joining as many of the people as offered themfelves, he marched out of the town at 
the head of near thirty thoufand men, who were foon followed by the VALl Of.ARA
i .1A and his .AR.ns. 

THE former fell witb great impetuofity 00 one of the principal pofisbelQnging to 
the enemy: tbe troops which guarded it were obliged to give way to numbers; and 
tho' part of the rebel army came immediately to their affifi;ance, yet ACHM.eD AGA, . 

wouLd have maintaine~ his ground, jf the Y A L I had not deferted him. Provoked ae 
fo infamous a behaviour,. AC,HM:ED could not difi'ernble his refentment: he ordered 
his men to fire on the ARABS; and fent direttionsa)fo to TJ.EHMI-S KHAN, one of his , 
principal officers, to attack tbem. This diviGon flung the troops into diforder t which 
tbe AFGHANS perceiving, charged them with new vigor, infomucb that the PERSIANS 
being almoft hemmed in, were obliged to abandon tbe'Foft, and retire under th~it 
ramparts. 

THE intent of this faUy was to pen a palfage for the convoy above-mentioocd" 
which in all probability would have been followed with the raifing of the [lege • . 
ACHMED<, who had formed the projed, fpared no pains to render it fuccefsfu! L but 
neither bis valor nor condua could fcreeD him from the-cli£'pltafl.lr~of the kin~ who 
fccmed to have fo little dtfcemment, ~s to 1hew no refenq»ent againil any bIolt tho(c 
who were faithful to bim. This monarch was fo infatuafcd by tbe anful. Aifcowfc 
of the VALl o( AIlUU, .1I to impu.te misfQrt~ entirely ~ .UUUUD ACA.: . 
1le blamed him openly for fighting in compliance with the importunity of 'the 
people, and without .orderi f~m the iCDera1: but above all, .he condemned hJ.m I 

for firiaJ ~ the .u.~BJ A : and rcf'ulins to give ear to what be bad to alle.~ . 
ill pmot 4 u' nee, • .w. ,10> Sift Un u op~"DiIJ prGriDs the • . 

5 
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of the ARABIAN prince, he took the "government of the city from him. The 
1 ACHMED could not furvive this difgracet together with the approaching ruin 

5 country. Whether he took pairon the night following, or grief overwbelmed 
he died a few days after; and the king too JJte regretted the 10fs of a man, 

wOOfe dillinguifhed zeal, bravery, and experience, mighc have faved his diadem. 

Ttn death of f\CllMED caufed as much joy in the camp of the AFOHANS, as con
fternation in ISFAHAN. All hopes of fllccours were now vanifhed; and, to com
plete their mifery, even the Belli -of horfl's and other beafts of burthen was become 
very fcan:e. The befieged, thus prefi't::d by famine, deferred in crowds; and tho' 
the AMRANS maff'acred every PERSIAN who fell into their hands, the defertion aug
mented •• Whether ACHME1> AGA had betn e inftrument of opening the eyes of 
the king, in regard to the VALl of ARABIA, or this monarch made an effort to 
change his fortune, 1>.t Cbata~ng his general; he offered the command of the troops 
to LUTF ALI KHAN. his employment could not fait into better hands, if the 
choice had been made fooner; but things were reduced to the left extremity, moft 
of the inbabirants having deferted in the manner related. A great number had 
perifbed for want, and the remainder, emaciated with hunger, had hardly ftrength 
or courage to make any nefperate attempt: at length, this lord, not having the 
good of his country enough at heart to run the rilk of falling a victim to thofe fe
eret artifices which had deftroyed his brother-in-law the ATH&MAT DOULET, abfo
lutely refufed the offer. 

THE V ALl of ARABI A was therefore left to carryon his treafonable praflices; but 
sa AH H U SSErN no longer expecting any fUCCOllrs from abroad, and defpairing of 
tbe fl1ccefs of his people within the walls, refolved to renew the negotiation, which 
the enemy had opened at the beginning of the liege. He fent the K URSHI ~ASHI to 
FARABAD, with orders to offer MAOHMUD one of the princeffes hi daughters in 
marriage, with fifty thoufand tomans b, and to yield to him the provinces of KHO

BASAN, KHERMAN, and KANDAHAR, in full fovereignty, which were the terms he 
had demanded. How advantageous foever thefe propofals appeared, MAGHMUD 

was too well acquainted with the lituation of affairs, and rejected them with the 
fame air of pride and difdain, as AL E XAND E R once affeCted on a like occation; the 
AFOH AN prince anfwered almoft in the fame terms as the GRECIAN hero: " The 
" king ('If PERSI A," faid he, offers me nothing that is in his difpofal; this prince, 
" and the prineeffes are alre.dy in my power; he is no longer mafter of thofe three 
" provinces, which he offers me; the fate of the whole empire is now to be decided 
'" between us." 

THJNOS w~re thus fitllated, when news came tbat MELUK MAOHMUD, governor 
.()f SEOESTAN, was advancing to the relief of the capital. The king, touched to the 
heart at the arrogance of the AFGHAN chief, imagined that heaven had llirred up 
an avenger of his caufe. There deluding hopes were augmented, when he heard that 

his 
• About this time, Eather 1\ \tv 81l1U I, the author of the memoin, from whence part of thi. !aiJlory 

"I' originally compiled, obtained lea,e co rtmove to jtlLPA. Two miffOlllrin of the fame order, 
__ pt d to JDabtbdrefClpe to ~HlItASS. with tJac PanCH confol: OIiC of thefefat~ .. wulc.illect, 

... rome other .11 .0 PUll." The ,onful was W()unded on this occafion; however he ekaped, with 
ochen of Ail1ifdc troop. " ~ Ooc huJldrcd lWClltY-Ave thowd p4Illndl. 
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his general wi:h ten thoufand men, was el1campecl at OUL ABAD. This event Run 

·the rebel chief once more into great inquietude. The liege had already coft hi _ 
above two thoufand men; and he could not pretend to be a ll1atch for this army, 
which was compofed of regular troops, and alfo for the forces within the gala, 
who would certainly make fome defperate effort to relieve themfe1vcs. Under this 
anxiety, he thought it more advifeable to tempt the fidelity of his new enemy, than 
to expofe himfelf to the hazard of an engagement with an officer, whore val and 
military !kill he had already experienced. 

N AZR ULLA was therefore appointed as his emi1fary to OULN ABAD, \Vith rue: 
magnificent prefents a, as rather betrayed the fear, than expreli:d the liberality of 
the donor. N A Z R U L L A executed his commiffion like a man of abilities: he repre· ----~ ..... 
fented to MELUCK MAGHMtTD, that the capital was reduced to the laft extremity • 

. and that the reft of the empire being attacked on every fide, could not avoid its ap· 
ptoaching ruin. He made him fenfible of the uncertainty or the'ifi"ue of a battle; 
and that the friendfhip of MUl NAOHNUD might, in the prefent circumftances, pro~ 
cure him advantages far fuperior to his expeCtations from HUSSEIN: he then laid 
before him the articles of his commiffion, and offered him the alliance and affiftance 
of the AFOHANS, if he inclined to accept the fovereignty of one of the provinc<:s of 

,the kingdom. 

THE magnificence ot the prefents had already dazzled the eyes of MEL UCK "UGH
MUD; the uncertainty of tbe ilfue of:. battle alfo ftaggered him: but the ambition 
of reigning determined his compliance. He made KHORASAN his (.boice, with a 
view of being fupported in cafe of need by the provinces of KANDAHAR. and HERAT, 
which their common intereft gave him fufficient reafon to expect. Having there
fore concluded the treaty, he fet out on his march to take poifdfion of his new do· 
minions! 

MUCHED, the capital of that country, which the policy of ABAS the GREAT had 
raifed to fo flourHhing a condition, was greatly fallen from its former luftre. The 
ABDOLLEES and OUSBEGS, who made i1lcurfions in this neighbourhood, at length 
took it ,by ftorm, after a few days fiege; and not fatisfied with ftripping it of the 
wealth which had been hoarded there by the fuperfrition of the PERSIANS, the inha
bitants felt the utmoft effects of avarice and cruelty. IsMAEL K1iAN. governor of 
the province, 'unable to oppofe MELUCK M AGHMUD, now took the refolution of re
tiring to C",SBIN. Whetherthe Al!DOLLEES and OUSBECS had no further view than 
to pillage, and confequendy had. bandoned their conqueft; or whether the thing 
was concerted with the AFGHAN prince, the new rebel was received in MESCHED the 
20th of NOVEMBER, and the other cities of the province knowing he was a SCHIASS, 
made no difficulty to acknowledge him for their fovereign. 

THE joy which the approach of this general had occaIioned in ISFAHAN, now • 
iCrved only to heighten the forlorn condition to which the inhabitants were reduced. 

, T~ 

• SeYen hom. magnificently capari(oncd, faddl~'; bridles; a poniard enriched with diamonds, rich 
ftuffa. and gold caalkaJl8. 
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be exorbitant pay of the military people had exhau£led the SHAH'S treafure, in
much that the next expGdient was to carryall the gold and filver plate in the pa·· 
e, to the mint; and when this was all gone, the king -borrowed conliderable 

fums on his jewels, of different merchants, but efpecially of the ENGLISH and 
DUTCH '. At length, towards the latter end of SEPTEMBER, when there was nei· 
titer money nor provifions left, this unfortUnate prince ordered his minifrers to treat 
for. capitulation. 

MAGHMVD might at this time have regulated the conditions as he pleafed; but 
this dangerous AFGHAN had further views. He forefaw that he could never be faft: 
in ISPAHAN, fo long as the inhabitants were greatly fuperior in number to his 
troops; fur which reafOQ took his rnc:afure.; that a confiderable part of thofe 
who remained, might with hunp, ~ he figned the treaty. It is true, 
he might have de dtem at once, by ordering a ~ atfault, which, in their 
miferable co~ have been the lea£l aCt of aueJty, his chief officers 
prefied him to this fbr fome tim~ giving for reafon, that this aCtion would not 
only facilita~ the conqueft of tbe reft of tbe empire, by the terror which it would 
fpread in all parts; but moreover, that it would juftify his invaUon, fince accord.:. 
ing to the MAHOMMEnAN law, thpre is no better title to a cr .n, than taking it by 
the [word. Whether he was afraid of loling part of his troops, or intended to pre
krve from the grttdy hands of his foldiers, the riches of this fo late fiourllhing a 
city, he jay £lill within his lines, during the laft two months of the fiege, amufing 
himfelf with the idea of his future grandeur; whllft the befieged flattered themfelves 
with tM hopes of an accommodation, which he never intended. 

WKA T heart can reflect without horror, on the dreadful circum£lances of the fa
mine, caufed by this artful conduct! In the month of AVGVST, horfes, mules, and 
other bea£ls of burthen, were become fo exceffive dear, that none but the king, 
and the principal lords about him, or fome of the wealt~ieft inhabitants, could af
ford to eat of them. Notwithftanding the averfion which the PERSIANS have from 
their religion for dogs, and forne other animals, which they look upon as unclean, 
yet as many as they could find were confumed in a few days. The people afterwards 
fed on the bark of trees, leaves, and leather, which they foftened with bolling wa· 
ter; but when this fad refource was alfo exhaufted, they had no other fupport than 
human flefb. Never was fo much of it eaten in any fiege as this. What pencil can 
defcribe their hollow eyes, their trembling knees, their emaciated bodies! Death, 
in his gha£lly form, appeared in their livid countenances, whilft they were cut
ting Oices of human fieCh to fupport the feeble remains of life: fome were even 
tranfported by the violenc of hunger, to murder their fellow citizens, or young ' 
children, to feaft on their bodies. Under this lamentable neceffity of perllhing 
by famin , or of fupporting themfelvell by means fo contrary to nature, feveral 
poifoned themfe1ves together with their whole family. The £lreets, the public 
(qua res, and the very gardens of the palace, were ftrewed with dead bodies, 
which flO one had the he:lrt or ft:rength to bury. The water of the ZENDE.'· 

ROUD was fo corrupted by tbe number of carcafes thrown into it, that it was not 
potable. 

• The DVTC H alone lent him three hundred and forty thoarand erowu. 
1 
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potable; and in a lefs wholefome climate a, the air mull: have been infeCl:ed to that 
degree, as to deftroy what few inhabitants were left alive. Such wa the miferable 

. fituation of this unhappy city for above two months. The AllMENlANS were re
ceived in' JULF A, excepting fuch as had carried provifions to the enemy, contrary co 
the prohibition of MAOHMUO; but jf any of the PERSIANS were fo defperate as to 
go thither, they were fure to meet with death: neither age nor fex could pro 
them from the barbarity of the AFGHANS j the men were maffitcred, and the w 
and children thrown into wells . 
.. 
~THE 21ft of OCTOBE~, SHAH HUSSEIN, clad in mourning, went out of his palace 

on foot, and walked thro' the principal ftreets of ISFAHAN. This unfortunate mo
narch bewailed aloud the misfortunes of his mgn, imputing them to the IJad coun
cils of his minifters ; he endeavoured to comfort the multirude tbat furroundcd him, 
with the hopes of their meeting witb a better fate, under a new government. This 
fpeech from a prince, whore gentlenefs of nature was the fault wbich had betrayed 
him, and by which he was now reduced to this ftate of humiliation, after a reign of 

_ eight and twenty years, could not but make a fenfible impreffion on the people, who 
in fpite of their own mifery, in the bittemefs of their fouls lamented the difgrace of 
their fovereign. 

THE king having thus taken his leave of his fubje& the 22d of OCTOBER. fent 
plenipotentiaries the day following, to fign the capitulation. By t:his act, he 
obliged himfelf to refign the empire to the conqueror, and to yield himfUf up into 
his hands, with the principal officers of his court. MAGHMUO, on the other fide, 
promifed that no ill treatment Ihould be offered, either to the king, the nobility, or 
any of the inhabitants. This treaty being figned, the day following b MAOHMUD 
rent horfes for the king and his court: this unfortunate prince having facrificed five 
camels 0, perhaps the only ones left, mounted on horfe-back, in company with 
about three hundred perfons, among whom were the VALl of ARABIA, the ATHE~ 
MAT OOULET, a brother of the VALl of LORISTAN, and the principal lords of the 
court. They moved on fiowly, with their eyes fixed on the.gro\lOd; the few in
habitants who had ftrength to fee this mournful cavalcade, expreffed their grief by 
a gloomy filenee, which prefaged the fad effeCl:s of this melancholy event. 

I T was now paft noon, when two couriers arrived, to give notice to the grand 
mafter of the ceremonies of MAOHMUO'S court, that the king was drawing near. 
Thefe officers immed:ately entered MAGHMUO'S tent, who to humble the PERSIANS 
frill more, difpatched the fame couriers back, with orders to the king to halt at the 
foot of a hill near the camp, under the pretence that MAOHMVO was afieep. Thus 
the unhappy HUSSEIN was treated with marks of fervitude, even before he had quit
ted the enfigns of royalty; he tarried about half an hour at the place prefcribed, 
and then obtaining Itave to continue his march, he arrived at .. ARAB AD, where the 
AFGHAN chief had his head quarters. 

A a 2 The 
a The air Qf ISH HA N is remarkably rarified; it rcfembles much that of .. ADUD, as I was afi'ured by 

a jefult, who lived many years in both cities. b The z3d of OCTOBER 1,2%, was the day oa 
which thi6 cataflropbc happened. C They were killed without any ceremODY; it is not faid for 
wbat purpofc this facrifice was ord.rcd; that of ODe came], which f"Pl' to be prefc;ribcd by the law. 
IhC»lld have bcCJl made at NiCC., the lOth of the prec:cdinl mOOD. 
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The grand mafter of the ceremonies introduced him into a hall, at d\e cornel' a of 
"lHIIII_;,-h MAGHMUD was feated, leaning on ,. <:uihioA of doth of gold. The king 

lMihdinR· tow arch the dlltfdle of , tahned him, faying, IE L t M ALE 10" 

ArcHAN t~1I rok e falut'et with the fame compJi-
a a~ which, the A'r utkd tht klng to another corner, 
1cft f:4 MAGHM~ as prepared for him with the ordinary 
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FRO' M THE 

ACCES.SION OF MAGHMUD TO THE 

CROWN OF PE R S I A IN 1722, 

TO THE 

TREATV CONCLUDED BETWEEN SHAH TlEHMAS 
AND PET E R THE G REA T IN 1723-

C HAP. I. 

ASHREFF quits MAGHMUD'S army. MAOHMUD aJctnds the throne, and receives the 
homage of SHAH HUSSEIN, and the grandees of PERSIA. He regulatu the civil ad
miniftration. T lEHMAS MYRZA laku the title of Icing. MAOHMUD orders new 
levies 10 be raifed in KANDAHAR. He /ellds NAZR ULLA, witb II detllcbment of 
troops, to /ayjiege 10 CASBIN. T lEHMAS retires upon tbe "",oath of tbe "FOH 

/lrmy. CASBIN [urrenders. 

M AG H MUD had not yet taken his feat in the throne of P!R~I A, when J 72'1: .. 
his fears were alarmed by a fudden event. ASHREFF remembered the 
danger to which he had been expofed on account of the efcape of T lEHMAS 

MY R Z A: he was apprehenfi ve kft that very proteetion which had fa vcd him, lhould 
be imputed to him as a new crime, by a prince who was upon the point of beiag 
abfolute malter. As foon as he received notice tbat SHAH HUSSEIN had fubmitted, 
he left his poft, defigning to retreat to KANDAHAR, under the efcort of a hundred 
chofen hode. MAGHMUD, fenfible of the confequence of fuch a defertion, fent 
N A U . U LLA in purfuit of him with five hundred horfe: this general Illade fuch 
hafte, that he overtook him at VERSENE, a village twenty leagues ditbnt, from 
whence he brought him back to the camp M.OHMVD had meditated it· , 1!II!t4~ 
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but he was really more beloved by the foldi rs, than himfelf: they talked 
y of retiring to KANDAHAR, if any attempt fbould be made to take away hjs 
MAGHMUD therefore thought it beft to forgive him at leaft to 'ffetnble his 

cntment. 

HIS thoughts were now employed in regard to the ceremony of afcending the 
throne, which had been juft reGgned to him. The th of the month, being ap
pointed for this folemnity, AMAN OLA pofted centinels on the turrets, and other 
lofty edjfices, to obferve the motions of the people. The two ings marched OUt 

c,khe p of the AFG"A NS, and advanced towards the town. MAGHMUD, in or
der to thew himfelf to hi new fubjects, took his rout by the bridge of SHIR ASS, fo 
that he traverfed the city to reach the palace. 

THf: proceffion WH opened by ten officers on horfeback, and about two thoufand 
cavalry, among whom were fever-al lords of the PERSIAN cqUrt. Next came his 
mafter of the h6rfe, at the head off)fteen led horfes magnificently caparifoned:. this 
officer was followed by fome mu1keteers on foot, and thefe by a thoufand common 
infantry. Immediately after rarne tI e gr:md maner of the ceremonies, in the midfl: 
of three hundred negroes dreffed in fcarlet cloth: thefe negroes had beefl chofen 
from among the naves of ISFAHAN to compafe the conqueror's guard. Forty paces 
from thence was MAGHMUD, mounted on a horfe a, of which the VALl of ARABIA 

had made him a prefent, on the day of the abdication. The unfortunate HUSSEIN 

rode on his left. The princes were followed by about three hundred pages on 
horfeback. The MUFTI b, and AM AN OLA·, whom MAGHMUD had appoinced his 
grand vizir; MULLAH SAFiRAN", and NAZR ULLA·, one of his generals; MOULA 

MOUSS A his high treafurer, and MAHOMMED ADA fleward of his houfhold, [uc
ceeded next. After thefe came the ATHEMAT DOULET, and the principal officers 
of the dethroned monarch, mixed with the crowd of AFGHAN officers. The whole 
proceffion was dofed by a hundred camels, each loaded with one of the harquebufes 
already mentioned, preceded by a great band of muficians, and followed by near 
rlK thoufand horfe. 

As foon as they had paffed over the bridge of SHIRASS, SHAH HUSSEIN was con
ducted crofs the gardens of the palace, to the place of his confinement. MAGHM U D 

feemed to think it impolitic to lead the conquer'd king in triumph: he continued 
his march, and foon arrived at the gates of the town. The inhabitants. notwith
ftanding their forrow, felt fome relief from their mifery, in hopes of fupporting 
their lives: this induced th m to give fome external marks of refpect to their new 
mafter: They laid rich fluffs under his' horfes feet, and filled the aJrWith perfumes. 
The guns on the camels backs were often fired y as they marched along; and in the 
intervaJ.s~ the ten AFGHANS who walked at the head of the proceffion, pronounced 
loud imprecations againft the followers of ALl. 

IN 

alt i, {aid thattbia hone eoft (our tboufand crowns. ~ Among the AfCKAW S, the jcdge who 
cSc:cideaoapoiauaoflaw. cHeisaJfo called AIUlI OLA ItHAIt, tbo'histitleof ItHAN has not 
"-.~"'4. "TlUawu ... oaMlID', chicfccclcfiaftic. • NAil. 111."'" was .ufo deno~ 
__ IIAU ULloA IVLTAII. 
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IN this order the new monarch came to the royal palace·. Having feated him

felf on the throne, he was falmed the fecond time, as king of PIRSIA, by the cap
tive HUSSEIN, who was brought here for that purpofe: after which he received the 
oath of aile ce, of the princes, minifters, grandees, chief officers, and principal 
Cl,t1Zens. Soon after the artillery of the town and citadel proclaimed the news to 
the people; and the ceremony concluded with an entertainment, wtiich the SUL

TAN \ for fo he was afterwards called, gave to the deputie who came ill the 
name of all the citizens, t cknowledge his authority. 

NOTWITHSTANDING this great change of fortune, MAGHMUD did not forget him
felf: it may be truly faid, that in the beginning of his reign h ruled like a prince bora 
to the throne. The moil: preffing bufinefs was to put a ftop to the dreadful famine, 
which was fiill confuming the few inabitants, he therefore gave orders for a fupply 
of provifions; and thefe were fo punCl:ually obeyed, that the very day he made hia 
entrance, a batman· of bread coft only one crown, which the day before was hardly 
to be had at any price. He then applied himfe1f to the regulation of public affairs, 
in which he difplayed the abilities of a confummate ftatefman. It was equally dan
gerous to commit the feveral fubordinate branches of the adminiftration to his own 
officers; or to continue them in the hands of the minifrers of the late fovereign; 
for he c$\lld no more expecr experience fi'om the one, than fidelity from the other. 
MAGHMt1D was fenfible of this inconvenience; he therefore confirmed the PERSIANS 

in their employments, but affociated with each of them a collegue of his own nation. 

By this piece of policy, he not only formed minifters to his liking, but likewifc 
preventecl e jealoufy and averfion, which his new fubjeCl:s would have conceived, 
from his difcarding the old miniftry. He left no other poil: than chat of lord chief 
juftice d, entirely to lUl AFGHAN; prefuming that good fenfe and equity, were fuffi
cient for the difcharge of the duties of this office. 'Whatever was his motive, he had 
no reafon to repent of his choice; for the PERSIANS themfelves were foon ail:oniihed, 
to fee juftice adminiftered with more reCl:itude and integrity by a foreign nation, 
than it had been during the reign of their natural fovereign" The people were 
fcreened from violence by the fevereft prohibitions; and the fafety of the conquerors 
was provided for by the ftriB:eft difcipline. So prud nt a conduCt, infenfibly dimi· 
nilhed the confternation of the inhabitants, which was at length entirely removed, 
by punifhing the treafon of thofe who had been inftrumemal to his conque£1:, veri· 
fying that common obfervation, that we hate the traitor, tho' the treafon may be 
convenient. 

M AGHMUD ordered all thofe to be arrefted, who contrary to the allegiance due 
to their fovereign, had m< intained a correfpondence with the AFGHANS during the 
liege. They were all executed as guilty of high treafon; their memory was 
branded with infamy; their eftates were confifcated, and their bodies expoIed in 
the public market-plac~ . The 'V ALI of ARABIA, though the moil: criminal, was the 

only 

a D BVLET KANE, th.: habitation of greatne(s. b SHAH HUSSEIN was a1(0 called SULTAN, 

which feemcd to be fln additional m:lrk of honour, but IHAH is the proper title ofthe PUllAN kings. 
This prince was frcqu ntly liiled SHAll tu LTAN Ill/nil. !l writing which I have adopted. C IZ t 
pouuds INGLISH for five fhiJ:ings. «D. v AN BlOill. 0 This might well be un4er fuc:lr a reigQ 
as that of H U IS E I. • forit might be em phaticalJy faid of it, " Woe be to cW, 0 luact, w--1dIaa it *' 
.. child, and whofe princes eat in the morning.", 
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~~~ ()Illy one who was not put to death. It was imagined, that MAGHMun hali made 
, .. ,."'''''''' ...... oath never to take:: away his life; but perhaps he was afraid of provoking th 

RADS by the death at their chief: however his villainy did not e[ca e with ill~
. ,for his eftate was confifcated, and himfdf condemned to perpetual impri

ment. His hereditary principality, which was that of CHUSISTA}Ii a, wa given 
te one of his oufin-germans, who had ferved in the rebel army; and UAGHMUD en
~ to put him in poffeffion of it, as foon as [he fituation of his aff;.drs would 
FIDit. The manner in which he behaved to the la ATHEMAT DOU LE T, wa "at 
Id's !lgreeable to the PERSIANS. This minifter had the courage to put a re riction 
on the oath of allegianc , which he fwore to the new fc ereign, by b gging to be 
>eJlnltJCl from ever bearing arms againft prince TIEHMAS. MAOHMUD callied his 
policy on this pccafton fo far, as publicly [0 commend the generous 'behavi l1r of · 
that minUter; and e afttded to {hew him a particular efteem and confiuence' 
ron that very account. 

The PERSIANS were not the only people who had reafon to commend th begin
{ling of the new 1ieign. The confuls of EUROPEAN nations were confirmed in thelr
privileges; and the miffionaries obtained the free exercife of their religion in theif 
churches in lSFhU.o\J<: and JIT FA. SudlCtI pearances of ~qllity in a prince, who had 
been hitherto confidered as a chief of banditti, engaged part of the inhabitants t 

. return, who had fled for !belter to the country. SHAH HUSSEIN was almoft tI e 
only perCon in the empire, who had any occafion to complain. MAGHM UD took 
from him a great number of young women naves, who compored his harram, and 
difrributed them among his principaf officers. This monarch had carried his fenfuality 

. to [uch a height, as to render all his fllbje6l:s tributary to his pleafures: the influence 
of his eunuchs, which was the ruin of the empjre~ arofe from his boundlefs gratifi
cations. However, he was now reduced to the company of five of his women, and 
five domefiics. 'rhe princes of the blood were !but up in another quarter of the 
palace, and guarded in the fame manner as himfelf, by a hundred men. MAGH'

MUD, to all appearalke, aCted thus from a fpirit of aeconomy; for in other refpects 
he 1hewed a great regard fOI' this prin~, confulting him on every occafion, and 
omitting nothing in his power that might footh his misfortunes. SHAH HUSSEIN, 

before his abdication, had man'ied one of his daughters to the SEDR b : the new ful
tan followed this example, and gave away the eldeft of the remaining princelfes in 
marriage to his MUFTI; and was married himfelf to the youngeft with great folem
nity. This refpeCtfuI behaviour, joined to the neceffity of obeying, induced the 
dethroned monarch at length to write a circular letter, by which he ratified his alJdi
cation, and enjoined all the people to acknowledge the victor's authority. 

DURING thefe tranfaCl:ions, TlEHMAS MYRZA, who was at CASBIN, having heard 
of the furrender of ISFAHAN, and theceffion of the crown, took the title of SHAH, 

and was acknowledged as fuch by the provinces which continued in their aIJegiance. 
This fiep ferved as a pretext to gratifY the avarice of MAGHMUD; for he no fooner 
heard of .it, than he demanded a hundred and twenty thoufand tomans c of the city 

to 
-The ancieat aVIIA)!A. Tbc A"UI call this province after tIle name: of itl capital AHOUAI. It 

borden upa the PUIlA)I gu!ph, and the banks of the IVPHUTES, b SEDP. AI. SCHUIAR. 

c1UefjMljCe. The TU .. It. call tAis o&ct ."'UII u4 the UOHAN. MIAN(H. · 'Three hun. 
dred ilaoafaDcl pouDC!l. 
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to defray the expenees of the war. At the fame time he laid a tax of twenty thou
fand tamans' on HUSSEIN'S firft phyfician: this man had been for a long time his 
mafter's chief favourite, and was charged with having made no other ufe of his 
credit, than to hoard up immenfe riches, and to defhoy the prime minifter FATEY 
ALI KHAN, by an artifice. which occafioned the total fubverfion of the frate. 
thefe circumftances had rendered him odious to the PERSIANS, the AJo nH ANS rna 
no fcruple of treating him with the utmoO: rigour. His treafure, and the fl1 
which the inhabitants were obliged to pay, having been carried to the coffers at the 
new-king, the great treafurer, MOULA MOUSSAH, received oruers to repair to KA • 
DAHAR, and to employ thefe fums in making new levies: accordingly he fet o1it 
foon after. 

MAOHMUD hearing that CASBIN was one of thofe cities which acknowledged 
prince T JEHMAS, feemed to be much offended. It is pretended that his defign was 
to yield that city and its dependencies in full fovereignty to A M AN OLA, as an equi
valent for the throne ami rreafures of SHAH HUSSEIN ~ which according to their 
original compact, he ought to have {hared with him. MAGHMUD nowentrufted 
this general with 3. detachment of fix thoufand AFGHANS, and four thoufand foreign 
troops. ASHREFF and NAZR ULLA joined this little army, and towards the end of 
NOVEMBER they marched from ISFAHAN. 

T JEHMAS, prefuming that the AFGHANS would not open the campaign at the end 
of autumn, when ' the weather is fevere in thofe parts, had, by the advice of his 
minifters, fent his troops into quarters: he was therefore in no capacity of making 
head againfr the enemy. As foon as he heard of their approach, he withdrew to 
ZENGAN, and from thence to TAVRIS, in circumftances very unfuitable to the dig .. 
nityof a fovereign. The cities of CASHAN, KOOM, and KlARE, which lay in the 
road, fent deputies to meet the AFGHANS, and to ranfom themfelves from pillage. 
AMAN OLA encamped the 20th of DECEMBER within three leagues of CASBIN; and 
the inhabitants fent deputies to meet, and conduct him into the city with military 
honours. He took up his quarters, with great pare of his army, in the palace b, 

while the reO: of ehe troops were lodged in the houfes of the citizens. 

THE joy which this news occafioned at MAGHMUD'S court, was allayed by another 
piece of intelligence, which came foon after. MOULA MOUSSA, who was commif. 
fioned to convoy the treafure to KANDAHAR, had entered the province of SEGESTAN 
without any oppofition; but MYRZA ISMAtL, governor of B NDA, a ftrong forcrefs 
in that province, having attacked him on his march, MOUSSA and his convoy were 
put to flight, and obJiged to abandon the treafure. It 1S affirmed that the money 
amounted to one hundred and fifty thoufand tomans c. 

• Pifty tbourand pounds. b See Vol, I. pag. J 56, 157 . • Three hundred and [eventy.fi\rc 
oullDd pounds, which forne hiftoriansreport to have been fcnt to ~H IIH '1 £HMAS by JUUEL. 

C HAP. 




