
C HAP. II. 

TEll the CRI!.~T iwuades the nortbern prO'f);"m Df PBRSIA. PU.SIA Ihrtalmed by 
the TURKS. CASBIN laJm up arms aga;"ft tbe AFGHANS. MA-CHMUD moJ!acrtt 
tbe PERSIAN lords. Arri'Ual of tbe TUllK1SH envoy. NAZR ULLA'S excury;DIIS. 
IDiftreJs of lSi AHAN. 

'722 • MAG.H M UD was not the only formidable enemy, cl1a~ appearc:d in·arms 
agamft the crown of PERSIA; PETER the GREAT bemg convInced that 

commerce is the only fouree of riches, and conlequently the bafis of the fplendor of a 
hre" defigned to open a commqnication between the CASPIAN and E,UXINE feas, by 
joining the VOLGA and the PON .; as he had already opened a fafe communication 
by a canal, between the VOLOA and the NEVA, which communicates with the- 'BAL· 

TIC. By this means he had rendered ST. PETERSBURG, on the fide of EUROPE, 

what ASTRACHAN was on the fide of ASIA. As he was fenfible, that the commerce 
of ASIA could not be conveniently carried on but by the CASPIAN fea, he' ordered a 
chart of it to be made; he likewife fent prince BECKAWITZ b into TARTARY, 

where he was barbarouOy murdered. The cruelty with which the OUSBEGS malfacred 
a whole caravan coming from CHIN A jn 1721, having revived the. memory of this 
unhappy cataftroEhe, and alfo of the outrages committed by the LESGEES againft 
the RUSSIAN merchants at the taking of SHAMAKIE '; the RUSSIAN monarch was 
induced to fend an amba1rador into PERSIA. This minifter was commiffioned to 
make his complaints to SHAH HUSSEIN, if this prince was ftill upon the throne; and 
if he no longer reigned, to infift upon the ufurper's giving fatisfaction for the beha
viour of the LESGlES, the OUSBEGS, and his othet allies. . 

I T is probable, that the real motive of the embalfy was to examine the fituation 
of the affairs pf that kingdom, of which the RUSSIAN court had received but im
perfea: accounts. MAGHMUD, to whom the RUSSIAN minifter addreffed himfe1t~ 
made anfwer, " That he was defirous of living upon good terms with the CZAR, 

" whom fame had reprefented as a wife and warlike prince; but as the people he 
" complained of were neither his allies nor [ubjects, he could not prefcribe laws to 
" them. nor be accpuntable for their conduct He therefore recommended to him, 
" to provide for the [ecunty of his caravans by {hong convoys, unlefs he chofe to 
" enter into ' an alliance with thofe nations through whofe territories they were to. 
" paa." 

THE CZAR. was not fatisfied with this anfwer. The opportunity was favourable 
to make himfeJf mafter of the weftern fhore of the CA SPIAN; he therefore a11embled 
in the neighbourhood of ASTRACHAN, an army of thirty thoufand men, compofed 
of thofe veterans who had ferved in the war ;linft ~ WE DEN: thefe were joined by' 
a body of TARTAR5, COSSACKS, and KHALMUCKS. The 29th of JULY, he embarkea 
on the CASPIAN, and anchored the 4th of AUG UST at the mouth of the river of 
4fU.KJ, on the frontiers of DAGHESTAN. From thence a lieutenant was difpatcbed 

to. 

• Sec Vol. L .6s. 
Sec pap ... 6. 

• S~ his hiftory, VoL I. chap. ag. p. 1 %6. ~ Br tbe £1.01.1.: 
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to TAI.KU, with orders to deliver to ALDI OHERAI, one of the princes Gfthe 
GUS, a manifefto, in whic~, according to t~e, ordinary rule of fuch writings, 
CZAR pretended, ." T~at It was not any ambitiouS view of enlarging his 
" that bro~ght him thither; but a defign to refcue the king of PERSIA; and 
" loyal fubJeCts, from the tyranny of the AFGHANS; and to cha11ife thofe reb 
" for the diforder.s and exce~es which they, had committed againft the RUSSI 
" he concluded with threatenmg revere pum{hments aO'ainft thofe who filou14 
" fin: in their rebellion." Thefe manifefto's were alfg fent to DERBEND, s 
KIf, and BAKU. 

DURING thefe tranfaCl:ions, a brigadier, who had been detached with a body of 
fix t.houfa,nd horre to take poffeffion of ANDREOF, was attacked by five thoufalid of 
the m~abltal~ts of that pl,ace; ~ut he gave them fo warm a reception, thst he drove 
them back toCO the town, which was foon abandoned to pillage. T1ie tenth of 

. AUOUST the fleet landed the infantry at AHRAHIN near SULACK, where mey thn:w 
up fome entrenchments to cover themfe1ves: here the SHAMKALL ALDI OKE"Af, 
the lords of GOR.SKI and AXAN, and the fultan of a diftriCl:, whore name was MA
HOMMED, were prefented to the CZAR: ALDI GHERAI received the RUSSIANS into 
TARKU. The end of the month the army refumed their march, paffed the rivers 
MANAS, AHCHY, and JlOYNAK, and encamped on the borders OfNITzr. The SUL
TAN MAHOMMED oppofed their march with a body of ten thoufand men; but after 
a {harp encountet, his troops were put to flight. 

THE firft of SEPTEMBER the army encamped on the banks of the BUHAN, where 
they received intelligence, that the inhabitants of BAK U earneftly defired the pro
teChon of the CZAR againft the infi.llrs of the LESGEES, who had vexed them with 
inroads for two years. As the army drew near to DERBEND ., the governor ffi3rched 
out of the town, followed by the principal inhabitants, and prefented the keys to 
the RUSSIAN monarch, who was received with the found of a numerous artillery, 
and the acclamations of the people. Palling through the town, he encamped at a 
fmall diftance from the walls, on the fouth fide. The fituation of this place, I 
have already obferved, conftitutes it the gate into ASIA. After this conqueft, he 
refolved to return home: having therefore confirmed the governor b in his office, 
and left a garrifon of two thoufand RUSSIANS in the citadel, he ordered part of his 
troops to march back: of thefe, fome were re-imbarked, and others went by Jand 
to ASTRACHAN; thofe remaining being fufficient to extend his conqudt the next 
year: he arrived himfelf in that city by fea the middle of OCTOBER. 

WHILE the RUSSI ANS were making themfe1ves mafters of the no hem provinces 
of PERSIA, this unhappy empire faw a new ftorm impending towar le weft. T.he 
port having been informed by saAH HUSSEIN'S own ambaffador, of the extremity 
to which his mafter was reduced. thought of reaping fome advantage by his mif
fortunes. The opportunity was favourable, as {he was fecured againft h r ancient 
enemy by the trea,ty of PASSAROW.TZ e. The fpirit of faCtion, which ~nel1\l1y pre-

B b 2 cedes 

a O",BlNI>. in the PEIl31AN la~age. lignifies a firong fUlti£cati n; a~ in TUl.ltll". D~",JIt CAPl, 
by wlUc:h IlIUllC they call this place, I a gate of iran. b Tlae city is coJi61ic1rtd .. difbna from 
the citadel, in the latter a. II. 0 S S I A 11 officer commanded. " c CODc;l"dca ch III of 10 loY , 17 1 ~, 
with the IJIlperor C H A" L IS V I. 
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the fubvel"lion of monarchies, had diffufed itfelf from ISFAHAN-tnto the weftern 
nees; fo that the TURKS had all reafon to expeCt that they might extend Ithei.r 

with a rapid progrefs. Things being thus fituated, the PERSIAN minifter 
ordered to depart from CO'NST ANTINOPLE in the month of APRIL; and the 

grand vizil' tt:lrncd his whole attention to improve there favourable circumftances 
to tf1e advantage of the OTTOMAN empire. Such were the different motions af 
thefe powers to the end of this year. 

17 2 3. WE fhall now fee what was tranfaCting in the center of PERSIA, during the courfe 
of the enfuing year. The city of CASBIN had no reafon to be pleafed with the ' 
change of governtnent; for AMAN OLA was hardly mafter of the place, when his 
infatiable avarice prompted him to treat the inhabitrnts with all the rigor whic~ 
MAGHMUD gent-rally fhewed to conquered cities. Thefe extortions, and the un .. 
bridled licentioufnefs of the foldiery, foon alienated the minds of the people. The 
yoke growing more intolerable every day, the Jeading men among them affembled 
privately, to confult on the means of delivering ~hemfelves from this oppreffive 
t.yran.oy. It was refolved that part of the inhabitants lhould attack the royal pa .. 
lace at an hour appointed, while the reft were to fall [word in hand upon the AF ... 
<HUNS difperfed in different quarters of the town; and to prevent their fignal 
c!"nlfing any alarm, it was agreed to ftrike the nrll: blow at the fouod of the horn, 
which t}1ey make tlfe of a little after fun-fet, to give the peopl.e notice that the baths' 
are J'eady. 

THE eighth of ].ANUARY was the day fixed for putting their de6gn in execution. 
The confpiratOJ:s had made all the necelfary difpofitions, and were waiting for the 
critical moment for taking their full revenge; when fome fufpicious appearances 
determined them to anticifUte tbe time. In the afternoon, they' obferved that the 
AFGHANS abandoned fome of their pofts, amI took polfeffion of others; and' were 
alfe:nbling in a body, in a manner which feemed to exprefs the fear of danger. 
Upon this the confpirators took to their arms with great precipitation, and, withol.Jt: 
waiting for any oth<rt fignal. fell upon the enemy on every fide with the utmoft 
fury. 

AM.AN OtA, alarmed at the r:eport of mufkets, mounted on horfeoack, and went
to the great fquare, whither the common danger had brought. moll: of the At
gHANS. Both parties. were animattd with. the fpirit of hatred and revenge, and 
the viCtOry was for fome time dubious. AMAN OLA, though wounded in the right 
thoulder by a mufket ball, maintained the combat, and encouraged his troops; 
but feeing th in danger of being overpowered by numbers, he w.as at length 
obliged to retr*t to the palace, where not thinking himfeJf [ecure, he went throug~ 
the gardens by a private way", and. got ow: of the reach of the enemy. The AF. 

~HANS loft fixteen hundred men in this aaion ~ their Aight was fo precipitate, that 
they left all th~ir baggage 'and trea,fur.e behind them, and their fiaves recovered 
thetr liberty. 

Tau melancholy news no {ooner reached the ear of MAOHMUD, by an exprefs 
m.e&nger from A.lIlAN OLA. t. than this prince refolved upon an expedient, to JW. 

vent 



Chap. SULXAN MtR MAGHMUD. 
vent an infurre!kion in ISFAHAN. He ordered the cannon to be fireC'J, giving 
that his general had caken T Ai H M AS MYRZA prifoner; and to confirm this rpt'\,,,, .. "';: 

illuminations and other publick rejocings were made, which ferved as a pretext 
double the guards, and to hinder any ftranger from entcting the city. This " 
of policy could nOt be exerted upon a more proper occafion; for as the abfence 
AM AN aLA with his detachment had confiLit:lably weakened the army, there was 
room to apprehend, that the people of ISFAHAN might attempt to follow 
'ilmple of the ~nhabitants of CASBIN. ' 

THE uneafiners which this affair had created in the mind of MAGHMUD, __ 
fome meafure removed, by the return of the detachment under AMAN aLA. 8qt 
how different was their appearance! When they fet OUt upon the expedition, their 
numbers, their fpirit, their intrepid countenance feemed to ~c:. viCtories j.. 

but the exceffive cold, againft which they were not provided, and ~e-~ which 
numben; of them had received. andered them objeCts of compaffion rat-her than of 
fear. The mifery and hardlhips they had endured, deftroyed many of them on the 
road, and the remainder wer.e as haraffed by their march, as difpirited by their 
defeat. 

UPON leavingcASBJN. ASHltEFP took the road to KANDAHAR with three hundred 
horfe. He appr.'!hcnded that this infurreccion might be followed by a general re
volt; and was moreover defirOllS of freeing himfelf from the danger, to which the 
jealol1fy of MAllHMUD continuallyexpofed him; fo that this little army, by no 
means appeared the fame, as that which had left ISFAHAN twO months before. 

THE infurreB:ion of CASBIN made fuch an impreffion on MAGHMUD, that he 
thought himfelf in great da'ng~r in the midft of a numerous and difaffected multi- . 
tude, with only a handful ot foldier about him. The ordinary fuggeftion of, his 
cruel mind under thefe circumftances was that of murder; for by putting one part 
of them to death. he hoped to remain more abfolme mafter of the other. To pre
vent this barbarous expedient from caufing the very infurreB:ion which he appre
hended, he determined to begin with thofe, whofe credit, rank, or birth, might en
able them to for.m or fupport a faB:ion. With this defign, the fame day that AMA~ 
OLA arrived, h« invited the minifters, lords, and other PERSIAN chiefs, to a public 
entertainment.. They came without any miftruft, to the number of three hundred •. 
bue as foon as they were feated, his guard fell upon them ' with their fabres, and 
murdered them. 

AMONG thefe victims to infernal policy, we~;e the great chancellor of the empire~ 
the governor of ISFAHAN and his younger brother, both of them brothers of MA
W>)4MED KOULJ KHAN, prince of GEORGIA; the KHAN of COKHILAN, the grand" 
mafter of the artillery, and moft of the principal perfons of note belonging to ~he 
court of HUSSEIN. The ATH.EMAT DOUL~T was !pared, in conlideration of his 
brother's having facilitated the efcape of the AFGHANS at the affilir of CASBI • 

The horror of this cruel execution, was increafed by the circumftances attending 
lhe murder of a boy of twelve years of age. He was fon to ROST AM MYRZA prince 
fI. QIO~GJ'.A, and as he had been adopted oy an AFGHAN) he Bed for flle1ter during, me. 
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'Mj&tJahe matracre -to the officers of that nation, whofe protection he implored with tears, 

neither his telllJt11' years, nor the folicitations of the officers c~\.1ld fave him: he 
torn from them and butchered. 

THE bodies of thofe that were maffacred, were expo[ed on the MEIDAN before the 
palllce. To prevent their pofterjty from revenging this cruel attion, MAGHMUD 

g 'Ie orders likewife for all their children to be murdered. The impiolls manner 
in which he relieved his daftardly fears of thefe boys, was yet more !hocking. Two 
hundred young perfons of the firft nobility of PERSIA and GEORGIA, were led to
gether rom the academy where they were educated, to an open field; and being 
there permitted to run for their lives, the AFGHANS galloped after them, and en
joyed the horrible fport of .chafing them like favage beafts, till they were all £laugh
teredo M .\CHMl1D. whote ~"n W Iii to fecure the tbrone by th total extirpation of 
the nobility, to colour r. flagitIOUS a conduCi:, pretended that thefe young lords had 
formed a confpiracy a~nft hil life. HfS barbarous policy did not ftop here: be 
had picked out of SHAH HUSSEIN'S guards, and ot~er 'PEIilUAN troOps, near three 
thoufand men, and took them into his pay. Thefe be a1fembled in an area within 
the palace, under the pretence of giving them an extraordinary allowance of PLEO i 

and while they were eating it, a body of troops, which had been pofted there for 
that purpo[e, fell upon them, and CUt them to pieces, before they had time to re
-cover themfelves. 

MAOHMUD now imagined he might, without any difgl'life, feC\tre1y deft roy fuch 
-as were objeCts of jealoufy. Accordingly he gave general orders to his foldiers, to 
put every one to the [word, who had at any time received pay from the exchequer, 
either by way of faJary, or penfion. As the enquiry was committed to the foldiers, 
who were conftituted in a great meafure the judges of the fentence which they were 
to execute, the intentions of their chief were extremely well anfwered ; for during 
fifteen days which this maffacre lafted, the defpondency of the people arrived to fuch 
a pitch, that one might fee a fingle man leading three or four PER.SUNS to execu
tion. It was impoffible to render fuch a feries of barbarities excufable. MA OHMUD 

pretended that he had been informed the inhabitants of ISFAHAN, after the example 
()f thofe of CASBIN, intended to rife up in arms, and to maifacre all the AFGHANS. 

'It is even believed, that he fpared the lives of fame l'ERSIANS of diftinCl:ion, to give his 
1C0nduCt the air of juftice, as if thefe had difclofed to him this pretended confpiracy. 

THE third day of this tragedy, OSMAN AGA. whom the BASHA of BAGBAT had 
difpatched into PERSIA by order of the grand fignior, arrived at ISFAHAN. A de
tacbmcnt of two hundred men was affigned for his guard, with orders not to fuifer 
anyone to come into the palace where he was lodged. The fubjeCl: of hit commif-
600 is not known: MAGHMUD fufpetted from the difcourfe he had with him, thac 
be was a fpy, who, under the (antHon of the law of nations, was come to pry ioeo 
the flate of affairs. This prince, who was nacuraJIy of a proud and violent temper. 
would have paid but little regard to this law, jf his minifters had not reprefented 
the iDconvenirncies which might attend the violation of it. He was theldore e
vaiW on, not ooly to d.i~ his refentment, but alfo to permit that this TU1l 

miJliftcr, in company with foane AFGHANS who were appointed to watch him, IDOl .... , 

fee HAH RUISlI.. 2 THE 
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TRE 'M1RKS nor knowing what was tranfaCl:ing at ISFARA N', had rent to this unfor. 
amate prince. Eighteen days after his arrival, this minUter was ordered to depart. 
He had reafon enough to think, that his prefence had been difagreeable; for ther' 
fearched him and his bagg ge twice at the city gates; and three miles from thence-, 
upon vifiting fome chefts which had not been opened in the town, two young PEl\ ... 
SIAN women were dragged out of them, and £tabbed upon the fpot; ~me naves. 
the fame nation, who were difguifed in a TURKISR drefs, thinking to efcape am 
the AOA'S retinue, were ferved in the fame manner. 

In the mean time MAORMUD ufed every endeavour to weaken the PERSIA ill
habitants of ISFAHAN. The blood which he had fpilt, was not fufficient to l'erllOft 

his anxiety. He ordered a proclamation to be made, that whoever was inclined to 
quit the town, lhould be at liberty to retire; except a certain r ef young 
PERSLANS whom he had chofen, in order to train them up to the maMfJt and dif~ 
cipline of his own nation. In co.uence of which. all thofe who were able to 
bear arms, and had not complied.with the tacit orders implied in that permiftion" 
were fecretly put to death. 

THE few inhabitants that were left in the city could give him no further um
brage; he therefore applied his thoughts to thofe in the open country. Encouraged 
by the infurreetion at CASBIN, many of thefe were in arms againfi the AFOHANS i 
efpeciaJly the inhabitants of BEN 15F AHAN, who continued to lignalize themfe1vfl, 
and even killed feveral of M A.(l"HMUD'S foldiers at the very gates of the town, from 
whence they alfo cacrid off fome pieces of cannon. The probable effect of fuch an 
example, was not the only circumfiance that difrurbed the ufurper. The provi
lions which he had caufed to be brought into ISFAHAN were almoft confumed; and 
as (he in(UJ1'I!dion of the open country hindered a frelh fupply, his army was in 
-danger of being fami1hed in their curn. 

To remedy thefe inconveniencies, MAOHMUD gave orders to NAZR ULLA to take 
the field with a detachment of three thoufand men. This general was repulfed at 
feverallitde towns; however, he took fome by fiorlT', and obliged others to fur
render; among other places ~OOMSHA, a city fituated fifteen leagues fouth of IS
FAHAN, fubmitted to him. The fupply he had raired in a country ruined by their 
late invalion, was not fufficient to maintain the AFGHAN army for any length of 
time: MAORM,'UD therefore gave NAZR ULLA a reinforcement of a thoufand me~~ 
with orders to malie an incurfion into the northern parts of lRAC AOEMI. Th15 
general fet out accordingly the 4th of APRIL: the better to furprize the enemy, ~ 
directed his march through the deferts to the fomhward, and appeared fuddenly m 

e neighbourhood of HAMADAN. The KHAN who was governor of that countl"J' 
IBlrehtd out at the head of three thoufand 'men to give him battle: but his troop8 
being too raw to frand the fire of the enemy, were put to flight: the AFOHAN. then 
made three attempts to take the city by fiorm. 

WE hive already 'Obferved, that thefe people had neither patience nor fkill to 
cany on a regular fiege; fo that a lino-Ie wall retarded their progrefs. NAZll UI.LA. 

dUCouraged at the lou he had fuftained in endeavowring to tak.e tbe place, 
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a:.Jjg¥:ontent d himfelf with ravaging the country. As things were fituated, there was 

oth difficult in this undertaking. The terror occafioned by his fudden incur
lon, and the apprehenfions which the peOple had enter ained of the <:ruelty of the 
FOB'S, were fo great, that wherc\ter he turned his arms, he found the towns 

and villages deferred. It is mentioned as a mlltter of aftonilhment, tbat during the 
ole courre- of this expedition, none but the keeper of the king's ftllds in KHOU

ST.\ , and the KHAN of HAMAOAN, had the courage to oppofe the rebels. The 
'( "mer i.ndeed was moft fuccefsflll, with the two thollfand men, who were appoioted 
to .guard the king's horfes. he attacked a party of the rebels, and carried off a con-
ftdetable number of camels loaded with plunder:~ , 

illaged at difcretion, N A ZR. ULLA led them towards 
·tmlMtll"f1.'i.r:l\in lhre( days jOlll'Tley of RAMADAN; on the· fide of 

CASBIN. i ~hbourh()()dt are inhabited by people of the fame 
feet as the AFGHANS. It tbe policy 6f ABAS 1. to 'tranfport the inhabitants of 
wnquered places ~ one country to another, Wit~ ~ Vft not only to pTe vent 
any dangtt ftoot t'heir difaffetti~, but likewife of , depopulating the f~ontier$ -ex
poled to an enemy. This prince had remo\ted thefe people from XOURDIS1' AN" to 
the tetritolit:s ()f J.lAMADAN, aboul D£RG~EZIN; where, according to their original 
cuO:om, they lived the greateft part of the year in tents. This conformity of man
flers and religion, lirft ga\tethe notion to NAZR ul.LA of inviting them to ISFAHAN: 
he managed the affair fo dexterouOy. that he' perfuaded their chiefs to agree to this 
migration. It is probable ~hefe might prefer the hOllfes of the capitai to.their Cot

tages and tents; but there was foon reafon to think, that this change Wall not agreed 
.to with the unanimous confent of the people, for numbers of them, bialfed by their 
affeCtion for their own -habitations, deferred, and returned home again. 

WHILE N AZ~ ULLA was ravaging this part 'of P]!"RS1A, MAGHMUD did not aet 
more humanely towards the people of IS FA HAN, not fparing even the foreigners, as 
toe ENG'LlSH factors there experienced; for befides a confiderable fum in money, 

. he took a large value in 'cloths and ftuffs. The DUTCH EAST-INDU company's 
faCtors were treated more feverely ~ the merchants of that nation had fold, during 
the famine. a great quantity of bad [ugar at an exceffivehigh price t and as the ex
travagant dearnefs of every kind of provifion had-ftripped even the w~althy of the 
.greateft part of their money, the DUTCH laid out their whQ.le capital, in purchafing 
at a very low rate the moft valuable moveables and commodities in the city, as 
:ftuifs, filks, furs, jewels, &c. They were at length obliged [0() refund; {orMAGH·
MUD ordered their ftandard' to be beaten down; and ompelled them to dlfcover 
where they had concealed their weahh. They had found the means of remitting 
fome part 'Of their treafure at diflerent times to BENDER ABAS$I, yet the fum f~id tQ: 

_ be extorted from them . .upon this occafion amounted to near four hundred thoijfami 
crowns'. " 

THE INDIAN'S, whom commercial views had induced to r~ttle in UFAi{AN'~ were 
&1f9 taxed at the rate oftwenty.feven thoufand tomans c. A~ this MAOH~lTD~ 

. a'f~ 
• A kind ef ea6gn or bllDlNl',lik.e ~hat ufed on board of lbips. which the CX)nfuls ,of I uaoPUH ... :. 

_tl'IIt.Gp beb-e their honks. ~ One hundred daout'and¥unds. C SLny-fcvcD thmd ... 
ave 11IuadrCd 
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a frefh ildt upen the AIlM IAN of lULFA. e have aJ~ tior1ed that 
they gave bo pay.Me at tht termination of the Ii., and tbat nine of . 
ckiefs hid been a~ rtties for the engagement, BiU amounted to 
fifty thoufand tomaM. ~~ it wa tbro' defign or inability, there people had 
failed payment, but MAGHMUD rem for the principal of them, and cauled the nl!':3.llJ!Ir"., 

of three of the fureties to be cut off, among th~fe was their CALlIfTAIl or. • it 
giflrate. After extorting fome money from the reft through terror of 
tution, he at length permitteti them to return home. 

P. III. 

I N the mean time MACJnI'Vlt carried on ttiC .ainft the Ie-
towns tuated in the neigh B ~ he em-. 

ployed fl.tn.On,. HAN. TID! petron had been taken prifoner bY the AFGHAN'S 
twenty yem befbre', and pafi'ed from the Rate of finery, to one of the pii~ 
pofts in their ; he now maintained the reputation ofbravtry, by which be fiad 
made his fortune. W~ amuCing hirnfeJr, as his predece1Tor had done, in ra
vaging the optn toUntry, or in plundering a few ~6 towns, towltdi the 
beginning of MAV he laid ~ to OHIEZ, a fortrm before wh~h the AlOHA shad 
mifcarried more thIm once. This place was fitllated within three leagues of tSf A

HAN, .upon an eminence which commands the country, and was efteemed very 
ftrong. The HAN fummoned the gurifon to furrender; and upon t~ governor', 
refufal, he. fmt fame PEllSEES to break open the gates with their hatchett: but the 
reception his men met, convinced him of the neceffity of proceeding with areater 
precaution; and he refolved to undermine the walls, and open a fubterraneour If
fage into the toWn. The work was direCUd by a PEIlSEE, whore prefetrJOn to 
dig wells: when it was completed, he ordered a detachment to make their ., 
through it (word in hand. The befiegtd, aftonifhed to fee the enemy ftart ~ from 
under ground, a thing of which they had no conception, no longer refifted: mo 
of them were put to the fword, and their wives and children carried into Oll'Very. 
This CODCl,ueft proved of great fervice to the AFGHANS, for it not 11 fetuled the 

. villages, but Ii ewifc engap! the inhabitants of BEN lSUBA l'O fub-
m . . menl. 

IoUI~J fern, how the inhahitants of this town mainraiaed the republ-:-
had acquired by the adv.. gained over MAGRMUl) AIUN 

UIa&:"'I:O' ample ferved to keep up fpirit of reftftancc in odwr oeipbour-
'. Cc · inS 

• Thi. u a town MAr C.U HAX. 



ithel1!O they had been deaf to every. propo(al. but • pR!feMIci~ 
~:·~~d.t\Ces rendered thnn more doci : they confroered that T & AMA.$, fe nalJ1e 

hardly any longer mentioneq, was not in a capacity to fend them a1i1ftance ;. 
hat the. taking of t;HIEZ enabled tbe enemy to blockade them more conveniently; 

apa II it w'" now impoBible for them to fupport an independency, they -lhoukl ex
themfelves to inevitable miferies to no purpofe, if they held out any longer. 

reBeCtions jndifted than to a~uief~ to the follcitations of ZEBER.D.EST KHAN,. 

demanded their furrender; but they were determi by their apprehenfions of 
H VD'S refentrMnt of the death of IUs brotht"l' IUld other relations, with the fe-

.,... .. u .. mages they had done him. ~ ltifAtt- however diffrpateG their fears, by 
that the capitulation fhoukt t~. by the principal offiters of the army,.. 

...... ""........ the' tor the 1l:ria. e~ution of it. On thefe conditions . 
"'~II"_u.p:r; but HAC lUnD foonjuftificd their fufpi- .. 

~'-'I.·· ll1ISIlWIIIIllJllft ~ca ey bad done hifn, as their having 
_tik1111 ,.,babiJaRta 'of I' ;\ -. mfelves by a ge-

W;iJlftttklift yoke UDder which ~ention was to t_" a.would juftify h1a 'dMt apkulation, and _1IIIt to biI .. capote. For this purpo(c he pJOJC!d per(ons,. 
ftHMt • • of himfelf and his governmeat, ami perfuaded them to-

re'Vek. Tilde WtJe tOG wile or: ~ virtuous tq be t ja' ~ f!liFe; and 
being II religioua obferven of dac aath they bad takcR to hjJ.p, as of the ajkgiaac 
they bad fw"re 10 . r lawfulIoven:ip, they feized thofe emiiWiea, and fen~ them 
to JSU.HAN il'\ irons, ~ri~ NA~lUfl1J).to inflia: what punilhmeDt he pleafed upon. 

• This mark of ~iq at leDsth m»aci.Jcd the ~s ~ ... 

THE trtl1m of NAZIl VJ..LA, after aJl exatrfioft of three ~ aJmrdrd no lefs. 
pb(uretDMAGSNUD, than the reduCtieD ef tho~ twe places. The apprehenfion, 
he had been under, that the Qt)'-would be ckpopulated by a fccond famine, was., 
mtireJy remow:d wben he faw this general arrive fafe in JS.Jt~A with a.great 
n~ 01 camels loadeD with prpTiftOns and hooty; alfo with IDd)'J rboufand~ 
DE~O.~li!lS, who might be confidered aa a. DeW colony DOt fubjeCl: be fafpechd,.., 
a~ eotirdy agreeable tv the Al"GH ANS~ 



HE had Inady made one falfe ftep in dikharging .bit ann1.t CAsali'; and 
he made another no lefs injurious to his incereft. SOOft ~ he was declared kingt 
he fent a meflenger tOVACHTA OA, VALl of OJlOt.OIA, witla orders ro tepairfenli
with to T A It Ill, and pay him homage. A rerentment of this prince- behaviour in 
refufmg to m to the fuccour of ISFAHAN, occaliohed this {Ut1H1IOfIS to be 
couched in term" which only {erved to irritate a pel',," who was naturally haughty, 
and very Hule inclined to obedience. The VALl provoked at this trC!&rmeJ1t, de· 
fpifed the orders. He hat! already atttmpted to fubjetl: his territories .. aVllfA, 
and It now forefeeing danger from the difaffection which the people ~wed tiQ him, he 
wrote to CONSTANTINOPLE, offering to pay the POI.Tlt annUally tw -fourpurfes c, 
by way of tribute, on condition file would 'maintain him in the Of his go .. 
ftmment, and confirm the privileges whith the kings of PI 1t51 Md jn,Imcd to tbe 
princes his prcdece1fors? as well as to the nation in general. 

TAr T Atl bad not time to execute his project; for in MAILCJi following T &HM4' 
depofed bim, and nominated in his pl~, MAHOMMID ItOULI HAN, prince 

.A IT, ho was alfo defi:ended ancient kinas of cnoIL IA. T.be .. 
AL himfelf before TunIS (eon after, in oraer to rake of his 
,~'IliIIIftIt; but not haring a force Wdic!ieM to contend with VAtlRT AII04, • • 

tile advice of the grandees of the . on, bad given to people 
ed to retUrn to his principalif)'. As foon as he arrWed altere, he' adem-
miliary people in his and ellfCfed . • crtaty with, . 

(' . 
• ~.~. :staUedDUUUUts. .T~thcendorruaVA Y. CGeoadIIa 

or parMjY ..oh of be hllJMlrccl doUan of four SWWip ftIIII, is ttro iiGITaa4 (Olll ....,... poud •• 



VACHTAN'CA forefeeing this orm, had already concerted his meafures. Th 
bitants began to treat him publickty as a rebel, he therefore quitted the town 

.. .., .. 1y the preceding night, and carried with him his family, and the great trea
hich he had amaffed liuring the coum of a long reign. This haughty OIOR-

_'.no.J'. felt the punifhment of his pride and difobedience, though very fhort of 
lUI mifclaicfs they had occafioned. Having wandered from place to place 
cive, in AUOUST 1725 he lOOk refuge in ST. PETERSBURG; where, for 

Ii 4Pd the ed:ion he had with the RUSS[AN court, he found a faCc 
~ meeting with a competitor, made his entrance 

'O!rilRdlllft, ana the inhabitalltS in general, were· convinced of 
'ntal!lWd him with great demonftrations of joy; but he had 
tich 'he taxed them with fifty tbO\1fand , •. 

8 •• al the U'CHAN army was augmented by a body of lix thoufand I),. OHIZINS, wid, a coofiderable numbel of TURKISH advenulrers, whom MACH

D Bad taken into his pay, as well as by the recruits arrived from KANDAHAR. 

I'his priflce wa$ now in a capacity to undertake an enterprize of fome moment1 

but apprehending tlut his abfence might occafion troubles in his capital, he refolved 
to entruft the execution of his defigns to the experience of N AZR ULLA. Thus the 
army was again divided into two bodies: this general having the mot1: numerous 
!lnder his command, received the StTLT AN'S orders to fall upon the province of 
FAIUISTAN. 

MACldUD was of tOO aaive a genius to be long idle! leaviDg a fufficient garri
in ISFAHAN, he led [~ remainder of his troops againft GHVLPAlCAN, a town _.:d in a plain weft ward of CASHAN. ' The inhabitants of this place were ftrongly. 
he« to T 4£H MA s's party, anJ had negleeted no precaution necefi"ary to enable 
to llold out a long flege. MACHMUl? caufed hi callnon to be fired againft 

ch~ ails, and theD witb his ufual impetuo.fi.ty {ommanded his troop 0 !torm the 
"in three di'lferent pla.ces. The PERSIANS defended themfelv.es with great refolu~ 

Ut not wicbout abandoning fome of the ,,<orks which they had thrown up. 

8. os re in this fimation, when IUCHMtJl» received lntelJigence, that a new 
The fucce(s which TiEllMAS had in reducing 



lR MAGHMUD. 

A GENERAL, fo little a friend to juftice, feemed to promife DQ,._~,, _ _ 
wards retrieving the affairs of the fugitive king; however be ~~"~Ul~j.i.' 
the enemy. He knew that MAGHMUD had marched out of 
thoufand men; and prefumed with good re~ tlus .. n"......., 
with the cold. and continual rains WGuJd not be Ie to .. '.'"'WI''''' 
of hi~ troops, and that of~· of OHULPA-IOAN. F .... 
tion, he marched againft tfie AIOHAN'S, but wa (oon put to 
of two thaufand of his forces. e then retired to his own "~llntr'U'_ wmtJrltt, 
vited the TURKS, who, on condition of his fealty to them, left ufu".~~lUIilCllt· 
his government. 

T .sAMAS was thus punithed for entrufting rhe command Q(his mSO.p\..~~. m~ 
who had no military abilities; and whofe fidelity he ought to have lb~ .fiJi 
he could not be ignorant that the KO tl RDS are of the [arne rea as the TV.XJ ~ 
neighbours. This event wa:; followed with the lofs of MACON. Thck new rc~ 
having entered that place by furprize, put the garrdOn to the fwor.c:l, and ~ 
themfe1ves mafters of that fortrers, which in tilOIe countries is efteemed i~p.repJ. 
bJe. The lofs of this battle was alfo anended with that of GH\1LPAJGAN. Som~ 'o£ 
the inhabitants endeavoured to throw th mfelves into a fort contiguous ~ the tawn, 
but MAGHMUD cue moil: of them to pieces: the remainder no fooncr behdd 
barbed elephant brought againft their walls in order to make a breach, than 
fubmitted to the conqueror. 

THE SULTAN having thus routed an army, taken a tow~ and 9Q1iBd ~'t9J~~ 
to (urrender, returned triumphant to ISF AHAN . He then intruft the 'cqlM~~·. 
of his troops to ZERB E RD RST KHAN, who foon after made himte1f'maR:er ot Jl 
SAIl, a large town fituate within five days journey north-weft of the (apical. 
wards the end of DECEMBER thi3 general marched againft CAlHAN, w~ inhMi
tants, contrary to the allegiance they llad fworn when AMAN OLA was ~ • 
march towards CASBIN, had taken up arms in fa vo \,\r OfSH4H T&HMAS 

Lv IT 4Ll KHAN, famous for the dcitat he gave the rebels before JtH~ 
afterwards for his difgrace at a time when he ,might have Caved the cplpire, !&_~l.~'" 
inel in the malfacre of the nobles already mentioned. MAGHWUD WaJ_aellltl)"l, 
of gaiDinS hIm over to his intereft; and tbo' this faithful fubjed bad alway 
enteri!l8 ineo any rngagements prtjudicial to his lawful fovereign; ,e~ t s 
hOping to win hllJl, continued to load hin) wim favours. LUI'T AI,l ~ 
dulS efteemfd and rcfpe&d at court> might han ijlf"nc his days ill are arid: ·cral_ 

~ 



OF 
1i9" J • 'Joralty WDUld ~ per: . to be paRlve: he thought it his duty to 

".. M.A' his lawful Pertlgn. ..ith this view he waited a favourable oppor .. 
.... 't&lIDi~:yt and made his cfape from JSFAHA • dcfigning to join the SHAH in TAVIlIS. 

THI flight of LVFT .ALI KHAN, flung the AFGHANS into frefu apprt:henfions. 
ey could not forget that this general, after the victory he had obtained ov 

t was juft: upon the point of crufuing them in their own QOtlntry. They knew 
thai he was acquainted with their weak conditio!n; and fuould he put himfelf at 
the of an army, which his reputation might enable him to collect, it was hard 
flO what ould be the confequence. MAGHMUD canfed diligent fearch to be 

r him. and promifed t:onfiderable rewards to thoLe who fhould difcover 
had. not yet anifhed their enquiries, when the unfortunate LUFT .ALl 

__ · __ red in fight: for the people 0{ lIEN ISFAHAN baving difcovered him in 
• COWD, brimgbt him to the ufurper. MAGH MUD no fooner approached him, 

dian forgetting his 0 n dignity, he fell upon him like a mad-man, and hewed him 
1ft pieces with his fabre. How greatly the tyrant ftood in fear of the virtues of this 
, . geacral, . JPPeIled by this barbarous and unprincely aaion; as well as by 
~ and faVOurs, with which he rewarded the zeal and affeCtion of the in-

habitants of BEN ISFAHAN. 

C HAP. 

'fbi TURKS fe"llZ" a,."" into 'GEORGIA. '1'he CZAR Jubdues <mILAN. Une'!finifs 0/ tht 
OTTOWA pelllfE at the progrtft D/ tbe RUSSIANS. T l£1tMAS fends an amiJaffad()T 
1,IlJe POll T. IsWAn lEG is pfll .IIIbaffodor to the court 0/ aUS5IA., and condude.s 
" treal] wilh the CZAR,. 

D URI G thefe tra.nfactions in the interior parts of the Pf;RStAN dominions 1 
in the month of OCTOBER. the preceding year, the OTTOMAN court difpatched 

NlSLJ WAHOMMID A<lA, as envoy to PIT R. the GREAT. As he paned through 
CRIM TAllTAav, the kHAN .informed him of the.circumftance5()fthis monarch's 
erpedition . rAllSl A. He took the road to ASTRACHAN, where he expected to 
meet the em~rora j but hearing that this prio(;e was kt OUt for MOSCO, he changed 
-his rout. ISlA AIIOJoft,(oID AG A had received a {tria: charge to make all poffible 
,expedition '; but as roan as he arrivod 'On the R usn AN territories, he wa detained 

y the officer who commanded on that frontier, onder a pretence that he could not 
permit mm to proceed .ally further, wirnout exprefs orders from his roUrt. Thi 
diBicultf, which '-ned to arife from too fcrupulous an exactnefs in the officer!J 
'W not nmcwed iii! the -cEAa. received news from NEPLEUOFF h' reftdent at CON'

TA 1'1 O,IIIJ.a. This, monarch being tben informed of the difpofiti<>ns of the PORT!, 

~ one of his ~lficers to receive the TUM. ISH covey upon the ttoQtier, 
arid C'OftIkaB: him to court. 

NJIU MAHOMMED ACA then ~ded on his iounsey, and arrived at MOSCO, 
here he made his public entry the ruth of FEU. U All Y • Some days af~r be 

condutted 
• Wcufe the 

tunillar. 
M. 0& ad CU l ic cOIDam; the former is ..a proper. tho' abc latter is 



THE AGA explained himfdf fuHy upon the fultjea to ba 
chancellor of IlUSSIA, and folicited ftrOngly for a quick dirn.tt4i~llil;\lilit' 
being informqi from COJlSTA1fT~ PL! that the TVJUC.S were as .r1ll.'1' 
to avoid coming to ;i rupture, cWerred ping an anfwer. 

WHILE. the TUllXJSH envoy e .. deavoured to difcover tbe motin of the 
dtl~, HAlI"OEE DAOVD BEO, chief of SHAMAXIE, being alarmed to fee Dna 
in the hands of a prioce, who had taken up anna with a view to chaftifc 
his mifdemeanors, fent a me1fenger to CONST ANTIIlOPU, oftbing ro puc himfaI£ 
under the protection of the GIlA N D SIGNJOR.. As this propofaJ fadJiuted the 
which the TURKS had upon GEORGIA, it was received with great fatjsfaaion a arict; 
the BAHDo, II was a1fured by the GRAND SIGN lOll, that to dikharge the duties w 
his office of 1M AN • impoftd upon him, he would foon refcue him from yoke 
of the chriftians, and be revenged of the OEOROIANS, who had encouragtfd ~ 
enemy to enter their country. After which he nominated the HAHDCI , XfU uf 
DERBEND, and in this quality he fent him the ftandards and laorfes with which 
BASHA'S of the firft rank are honoured in TURKEY. 

THIS event confirmed the PORTE in the refol~tien of engaging the CZAIl to aban-
don his conquefts. In order the more eafily to perfuade him to it, the oa JG lOR. ' 
publilhed a manifefto, declaring, that as DERBENI)..formerly conftitu a of. 
his empire, and as the proteCtion which he owed to muffelmen in __ ll. ... _ 

him to affift t~ LESOEES againft the enrerprizes of chrittian powr i he 
longer continue the peace with llUSSIA, unlefs the C?AIl would withdraw hi' trOiDldii,: 
from DACf~'STAN, and particularly . from DEllUND i which he caul ro ·m ell 
lefs forfake, as thore was ftlll a mofque which wasformer~y built by the POlt TZ .. 

TJtE 1~ reafon was fo much the lTMJre plaufible, at the crafty 
. his foltowert' to give up, either by capitulation or treaty, any 

w en: emples hav~ been raifed. . his maniftfto. W!IS' hardl t 
and diftritluttd among the foreign mini.ft~~ at C STANTI!f01'L .... 1IGIi'.'ftNt .,i;,.tif.. 
received JefferS, by which VACHTANO.~ offered, undtr thero i' 
tiQIK'dJ to{.aCKt'lO led~ the TtJRKUH fovera8~CY· 



REIGN O}.1' 
THE 0 A 'D to 'IOlt, inclined to tn~ke advantage of thefe diffi:rent propofats; 

orden to his BASHA s of tbe,provinces in ASIA, to join all the troops of their 
,···:' ..... fn ..... t'·ve governments to thoft ot the BASHA OfERZER6~' M who was. named general 

• chief a of the army deligned againft GEORGIA. And in order to provide againft 
the enterprizes of the RUSSIA s, the garrifons were reinforced, and the magazines 
of !e frontier towns filled with provifions. But the rcal defigns 'Of the PORTE were 
againft PERSIA: mis is manifefl: from her refufing the offer which the KHA!>l of 

t TARTARY made to lay {j ge to A'STRA<:HAN, in order to obfrruCl: the progrefs 
oftbe USSIANS on the fide of PIiRSlA. 

PiTIt the ORE AT was in the fame dirpo6tion, In tilis refpett, as the POR TI, and 
••• aa&ing the fame military prepa·rations, He gave orders for putting DERBEND 
i_a tate of defence, for ndering the troops compleat. He then aifemb!t:d 
a anny on the frontiers .of t) A 0 H EST AN, under pretence that the L E S 0 E E S threatened 
to make an irruption iAm the kingdom of ASTRACHAN, 

IN the mean ti~ he <:ontinued to amufe tbe TURKISH envoy, and infinuated to 
this miniAer, tbat the intereft of both courts was to agree concerning the conquefts 
they W~ to make in Pf,RSIA; that this WQ! the way to avoid any obftacles that 
might arlre on either fide; and that aCting thus in 'Concert, they might fettle the 
government of that monarchy, in the manner moft agreeable to their refpettive in
terefts. And joining menaces to perfuafion, he difpatched NISLT MAHOMMED AOA 
with an anfwer to this effeCt: that it was not his intention to make the leaft in .. 
fringement in the peace, which he had concluded with the PORT!: but if Ole fbould 
attempt to oppofe his views, he would take proper meafures to crofs the defigns 
which the GkAND SIGNIOR might have againft the cOllntries fituate between the two 
feas b, At the fame time he gave orders to tranfport the artillery, with ammunition 
and provifions, for taking the field, and leaving MOSCO, he returned the beginnins 
of MARCH for ST. PETERSBURG. J 

I T ill evident that the CZAR·S propofaJs were equally advantageous to both ~mpires : 
of this the POR Ti was convinced, but it was difficult to put them in execution. rhe 
RUSSIANS and TURKS had in fom meafure declared war againft PERSIA, one by in
vading DAGHISTAN, and the other by marching an army into G~OROIA ; and it feem
ed by no means confiftent for T JEHMAS to commit his intereft to neighbours who 
were fuipping him of his dominions. 

THE poaTE had ftill gl'tater obftacles to furmount. As [90n as J.fAOHMUD was 
become mafter of ISI AHAN, he enjoined the inhabitants, upon pain of death, to break 
off' all epiftoJa.ry correfpondence, and by the different precautions which he had 
takca on rh' w:caficm, the fuccds of the 6ege had been kept a keret. Upon the 
retUmof' 0$11 ,. .AG.A hom ISFAHAN, the court Of-CONSTANTI OPLE was informed 
~h_ thjs prince obliged SHAH HUSSEiN' to refiSr1 his capital and his diadem. 
This areat event had occafioned new deliberations. MAGHMUD feemed poae&d 
tlf chc qualificatioos aad fortUne of tho~ conquerors, who in former ages had I'e-

!9'1 
-SUUllln. ~ C."IA1t and auce •• At. 
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vaged A'iIA. The TUKKUH minH\ers however were Dot fo much alTaid of his 
power, as embarra1Ted by his being of the fea of the StT lS as well as themfelves. 
They concluded that their troops would refufe to fight againft a PJince, who, bt 
the deftrud:ion of the PERSIAN empire, appeared as a hero of their religion. Thi 
difficulty increafed, as they were to enter into an aUiance with a 'hrillian 

.DOt only to !hare between them the different proy1.lces of a monarchy ceded 
abdication of SHAH HUSSEIN to MAGHMUD, but likewife to tk-throne him, __ .. 1·'·· .. -

fabftitute in hiS ftead T~H~fAS, a prince of the feet of ALI. Yet it teemed 
to pu~ a ftop to the progrefs of a man, whofe ambitious enterprizes al 
ened the empire; and there was no pollibility of effecting this with any 
the frontier, but by accepting the CZAR'S propofal. 

THE PORTE was thus in fufpence betWtcn the~orMAoHM¥~' fac~ 
and the hope of reaping fome advam~ge from the fituation to whic;Jl 
lihe kir,gdom of PE-IlSIA. The CZAR., who had prolonged the ~ w· &!be 
TURKISH minifter upon the fame principle, gave orders that he fhou16 be Conduaed. 
to the frontier by very fiQw jou~eys; fo tbat he did not rCaGh CONSTANT.~~"" 
till the end of MAY. As foon as he arrived, he aB'ured the GR.AND SlGNIOll, thai: 
the CZAR had no other intention than to fupport a good undertlanding with ~. 
highnefs; adding, that this prince had fent full powers to his relideD£, CO ik.'t m. 
concert with the PORTE, that DO umbrage might be taken on either (uJe. 

IN the beginning of MARCH, GHILAN fubmitted to the RUSSIAN troops. About 
the f,!lnc time IBRAHIM, BASRA of ERZER.OUM, was joined by the BEGLERBEGS ef, 
DJARBECKIll, TREBESODE, aDd fev ral others, who formed an army of forty tho~ 
1imd men. The BASHA p lt himfi 1 at the head of them, and rent a meffenger to 
MAHOMMED KOULI KHAN, VALl of GEORGIA, demanding the delivery of the city 
and cafrlc of TUFLIS. The VALl wanted neither courage nor experience; but he 
had very few troops, and the taxes which he had impofed, a.lienated the affctHons 
of the people from him, in the very beginning of his reign. Under thefe circum
frances he fubmitted to the OTTOMAN dominion, on condition that the SBRASltlER. 
would confirm him in his principality. The TURKISH deputy premifed him this · 
upon oath, and returned to give an aCCG>unt of his negotiation. 

AOR HABLE to this convfocion, the TUR KS marched to the waIlS of. TEFFLU the 
nth of JUNE. MAHOMMED KOULI KHAN met the SE~ASKIE~ with a numerous reti· 
nue, and delivered the keys of the town and caftle to him in due form. The TUIlKISH 
general received the VA with great demonftrations of benevolence, and as a mark 
of honour gave him a veil: lin'd with fable; but as foon as he took. poffeffion of 
the fortr.efs, he order. d him to be arrefted, veJ:ifying a GEORGIAN proverb. '4 To 
H cruft aft OTTOMAN, is to lean upon a ave a." The depofed KHAN fouRd means 
a few day after. to cfcaDe from prifon; and retired into his principali" of QAKET. 

In the mean time the POR.':'"E nominated BACCAR, VACHTANGA'S eldeft fon, for hi. 
Vo L. H. D d fucceffor: 

~ T".IU S II hcaollJ' has had II reputation in p'aft times; bllt moft modern writers zlltntion it. as llal 

-ima&iury thing. 



HE R.EIGN oP 
;,~~.ruccem)r: but this prInce was fo averfe to the new government, that a few months 

fter his inveftiturc he went out of TEFFLts, under pretence of diverting himfelf a 
unting, and oluntariIy retired from a plate, where he enjoyed only the empty title 

Cf fovertign. 

IN the mean time the SERASKIER, encouraged by the reduCl:ion OfTBFFLIS, caft 
his eye upon CANJA, and marched his army the autumn foJlowing, in order to lay 
li~ to it. He made himfeJ£ mafter of the fuburb of the ARMENIANS; but the 
garrifon and inhabitants of the town recovering from their furprize, attacked him 
in hi camp. The TURKS beihg prdfed hard on every fine, abandoned their artil
lel'Y Md baggage, and fled with the utmoft precipitation. They loft on this occa
~ three thoufand men, an~ the 6EB.ASKIBR, di£heartened by this difgrace, retired 

itb the !battered rem' his army to his ~vernment of ERZEROUM. 

TH E redueHon of 0.101.01 A made me fUI.KS amends for the uneaIineIS occafioned 
by the RUSSIANS takingpoffeffion OfOHILAN. ThecourtsofsT.I>ETERSBURG and 
CONSTANTINOPLE feemed now to triumph fucteffive1y at the expence of the fugi
tive king OfPIRSIA. As their jealoufy of each other increafed with their fuccefs, 
they took fuch rneafurcs as they judged moll convenient for their mutual fecurity. 
"The CZAR m;trched freth troops towards SHIRVAN i and the GRAND stCNIOR puc 
AZO F, and the other towns on the RUSSIAN frontiers, in a poLlure of defence. 

T ILHMAS 8H AU being thus opprelfed on all fides, refolved to try his fuccefs il\ 
negotiation. \Vith this view he confirmed the credentials which his father had 
given ISMAIL BIG, as embarotdor to the court of ST. PETERSBURG; and nominated 
another for that of CONSTANTINOPLE. Both thefe: minifiers fet out at the fame 
time: the perron appointed for the OTTOMAN POR TE was detained at CARS; but he 
difpatcbed two of his retinue in a fecret manner to notify the fubjeCl: of his embaffy. 
Thefedeputies took the opportunity of the GRAND SIGNIOR'S coming out of the mofque 
at the feall OfBl!JRAM, to prefent their memorial to him. They were then intro
duced to the GRAND SJGNIOR and the mufti, to whom they delivered their difpatchcs ~ 
the refult of which was, that in OCTOBER following the PERSIAN embatrador was 
permitted to come to CONST A TINOPLE. His commiffion wall, to tequeft the af
fiftance of the TURKS againft the AFGHAN rebels. The grand vizir being informed 
that an embllfador had heen fem into RUSSI A upon the fame errand, not only evaded 
a definitive anfwcr, but reproached T JEHM AI for making fuch application to a 
chriLlian power. Thi behaviour was in fome meafure owing to the reception 
which had been given at CONST ANTINOPLI, fome months before, to the envoy of 
Mtll MAGllMUD. The politics of the court at this time induced them to humou 
the affeCl:ion which the people fbewed to the Ate HAN S; as jf this ftep would 
prevent the eftablifbment of TJEHMAS, and give them an opportUnity to pur{ile 
the pt~jeds which they had formed, in confequence of the reduCtion of 
(}EORGlA. 

IsMAEL BEG, whom T.$HMAS had nominated as embalfador-plenipctentiiry to 
the court of RUSSJA, W:1S morefuccefsful. He arrived at ST. PETERSBURG the fecond 
of SEPTEMBER; and the CZAR, whofe aCtive genius was impatient of delay, fixed 

the 
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the fifth for the . nee. This c ~ mony was pen-metl beJmre..the fcnatt, 
the foJlowing manner: The em actor, with his retimte, lei their fab at the-
hall-door. He ma'!e his entran~ bolding his rnaft~sJecte:r up in' which, 
after he had made his harangue, he prefented to the CZAll. This prince gave it CO 
his chanceUer, who laid it vpon the table, defiring the emGaft"adw 10 draw 
to the throne; which having done, upon his knees, he' • of the a's 
garment, and afterwards his hand: at the fame time the CZAR inquired afl t 
king's health. The PERSIAN minifter .flpplying this to SAAH H17SSU , a.d bClilMiriIr 
he was dead, made no reply, but fhed tears. The chanceItor then if' IklIIWiIl'l 
embaffador, that his majefty's minifters would anfwer the letter which he had brought, 
upon which he withdrew to the hall, where he kft his retinue. 

SOON after arrived news of the fumnder of lAX-V. The nece8ky oJ p-eirving a 
communication by land with CHILAN, had determined the CZAll to mu.o himfelf 
mafter of that coaft; in confeql1ence of which, he had gi .. en orders to major-FIle
ral MATUSKIN to embark with three thoufand men at ASTRACHAN, and the Ifch.of 
JULY they arrived at BAK.U. The general immediately wrote to the commandingof'
ficer, " That as the inhabitants had rued the preceding year for the proteaion of 
" the emperor his mafter, tho' his majefty then thewed fome ~gnance to accep~ 
" of their allegiance, yet in confideration of the friendthip fubfifting between him 
" and the king of PERSIA, and through compaffion for themfe1ves, he had refolved 
" to fend a body of troops, with ammunition and provifions; therefore tht'y ought 
" to render themfelves worthy of this favour by a ready fubmiffion, if they were 
" willing to be confide red as loyal fubjeCts, and good citizens." 

IN palling through ASTRACHAN, JSMAEL BEG had left a Jetter, which was no\V 
delivered, exhorting the inhabitants of BAK U to a fubmifiion; but the governor an-

, fwered, that he could not admit foreign troops into the tOWIl, without the expref<; 
orders of SHAH TlEHMAS. As he perfifted in this retolution, gent"ral MATUSKJ 
began to cannonade the town, and employed the two galliots, which he had broughr 
with him for tbat purpofe, in bombarding it. The garrifon oh , KU was n\lmeIOU~, 
a.nd the commandant feemed determined to make an obftinate defence; but on the 
7th of Atl'CUST he demanded to capitulate, and fent a deputation of the princip:ll 
jnhabitants (0 acquaint the general that he would fun-ender up the town. 

THIS conqueft created no difficulty in the negotiation with which lSMArL II • \ ;,~ 
charged. He was well acquainted with the .melancholy fituation of his lllant:r~s 
~.ffairs, and knew that he could not obtam any fllccours upon bt-trer condI
tion : he took no notice of the hoftilities which he had in fome meafure autho
lized by his letter, but folicited the ZAR'S miniflers in fo fhong a manner, that 
they figlled a treaty of alliance with him, the 23d of S£PTEMnR, on the following 
conditions : 

1. That the CZAR (hould pacify the troubles of PERSIA, drive out the UCIIA. ~, 
and re-eftabli(h the government. 

D d 2 n. 
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II. That TJEHMAS, as lawful fovereign of that kingdom, 1hould yield in perpe

tuity to the RUSSIAN monarchy, the towns and depcndancies of DEllBEND and 
BAKU, with the provinces of GHILAN, MAZANDEllAN, and ASTRABAD. 

II. That he fhould furnith, at the prices ftipulated in this public act, camels and 
provifions forme RUSSIAN troops. 

:IV. That hereafter there fhould be full liberty of commerce between bot! 
1IIJ"ioo$. 
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TREATY CONCLUDED BETWEE N THE 

EMPEROR OF R US S I A, AND 

T ..IE H MAS S H A H I N 172 3, 

TOT HE 

DEATH OF MIR MAGHMUD IN 172 5-

C HAP. 1. 

AMAN OLA pretends tojhare the diadem. Surrender of CASHAN. Death and cbara8er 
of NAZR ULLA. ZEBERDEST KHAN talees HIRASS. MAGHMUD lofts grc"l part 
of his army in COKHILAN. Condufl of Ti£HMAS. The TURKS tde ERIVAN. 'Ihe 
ARMENIANS invite the TURRS. T AVRIS taleen, and HAMADAN lufieged. 

W H I LET i£HMAS was thus engaged by his miniftel' to yield up all the 
weftern and fouthern coaft of the CASPIAN fea, with the rich provinces 
which compofe it, M AGHMUD was in danger of being ftripped of the fo

vereignty by the very man who had moft contributed to his conquefts. '\Te have 
~ready mentioned that AMAN OLA followed him in this expedition as a confederate. 
and not as a fubjecr. This general difdaining the fuperiority whieh the partner of 
his victories had acquired over him, diffembled his refentment in hopes of indemni
fying himfelf by th.: wealth which be expected to draw from CASlIN. It is pre
tended that MAOHMUD confented to his being declared fovereign of that ciry, and 
irs diftriB:; b lt the bad fueeers this general met with in that expedition irritated 
him fo mu~h, that he was hardly recovered of his woupds, when he infifted boldly 

. J on 
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MAORMUD~S fbaring with him the treafure and fovereignty annexed to the PE.R~ 

AN diadem. agreeable to the compad: which he .faid they ha entered into upon 
cir fetting oUt from KANDAHAR. 

REGAL power, divided between two perfons, i abfollltely inconfiftent, even in a 
limited monarchy; and confequently impracHcabJe in defpotie governments: and 
as to the treafuresf they were necetrary ~ the fupport of the ftate. MAGHMl1D 

therefore could not agree to thefe propofals; it was his intereft however to carry it 
fair with an experienced general, who had brought a confiderable body of troops 
obedient omy to his orders. This circumftance teemed to prefage the downfal of 

·.Uftl'l'bloiJ power. MA~HMUD amufed him with different promifes; till AMAN 

LA perceiving that he trifted with, refolved to keep no further meafures. 
of SHAH HUSSEIN'. daughters, whom MA()HMUD had given him in marriage7 

contributed to in8amc his temper, which as naturally tierce. She reminded him 
of the perfidy and ambition, of the avarice and cruelty of MAOHMUD; the made 
him alk> fenfible.of tM danger to which his life was exp()lfed, if he did not imme. 
diately remove OUt of the power of the tyrant; and at length prevailed on him to 
join his forces to thote of TRHMAS SHAH in cler to drive away the ufurper, and 
diviOe his fpoil between them. 

\VITH this intent, towards the end of DECEMBER, AMAN OLA left ISFAHAN. As 
foon as he was out ·of the gates, he put the royal plume upon his turbant·; and, 
in order to deceive MAGHMl1D, he took the road to KANDAHAIl. MAGHMl1D did 
not venture to oppofe his march; he was afraid of increaGng the number of hIs 
enemies; and perhap5 was not forry, though at the expence of part of his army, 
to be difengaged from a man who had the prefumption to declare himfe1f his com
petitor. But as foon as he heard that this general had altered his rout, he was fo 
affeCted with a fenfe of the danger that might .enfue, that he fet out immediately in 
purfuit of him with what forces he could collect, ordering the reft of his army to 
follow him with all pomble expedition; and in four days he came up with him. 

IT was prefumed. that AMAN OLA would not venture himfelf again into the power 
of a man, to whom he had given fuch oecaGon of offence, but rather decide the 
quarrel bv the fword. Inft-ances of caprice and inconftancy are very frequent 
among the ea~ warriol'$: as foon as they came in fight, they ran and embraced 
ach ot~er. Whether the remembrance of pait friendlhip ftifled all reproaches, 

and made them fenfible of their mutual intereft; or that AMAN OLA did not de
pend on the fidelity of his trOOps, to meafure his ftrength with that of the young 
conqueror; thefe marks of afietnon were followed by a reconciliation; and AMAN 

OLA was won once more by MAGHMUD S promifts. 

TRYS prince artfully foothed the ruling paffion of his dirgufted friend, and made 
him the 'Compliment of his own horfe: they embraced each other, a,nd renewed thei .. 
former oaths on the poinu of their naked fabres. MAOHMVD fent him back to IS

fAHAN, 

,. This cin:umftance feems difficult to recoaeile, if lie put it OIl the right fide, the fame pllUllC on 
ide ill wore by thofc who do DOt pretend to the fovcrci&ncy. 
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FA HAN, efcorted by a body of bone: with orden to the governor of tl1e city to 
him all the deference he 'COUld defire, except granting him hia full liberty. 

MAGHMUI> having thus prevented tlre danger of AMAN' OLA'S refentment, obliged 
the troops belonging to that general to 'fwear allegiance to him; and had th j\ -
me'lt to incorporate tbem with his own. He then joined ue torces under Zl. 
,nEST KHAN, who had lately raifed his reputation by a new conqueft. ~. 
blockadeQ CASHAN, the inhabitants -intimidated by the taking of GHULPA} 

dONSAll, .furrendered by capitulation. The KH N thewing a religioui reg \0. 
promi[e, there was no pluhdering nor difordcT in the town; yet things were jQ, 
tically circumft'anced that he afterwards maftac1'ed a con ..... ble of 
fit to bear arms, in order to fecure a conqueft, which he had not otherwijQ Cuffiaeut 
force to garrifon. ..' 

\ 

AFTER this barbarous poJig MACHMUD joi~ thcyiCtorious army; the he 
had received from FAR.SISTAN, baving brought him dlither. NAZll VLlo..\. _u __ 

been intrufied with the redu41iQn of that province, made hitnfclf mafter Of all rJ. 
towns and villages in his way, without meeting wich any rdifta.nce; the terror of 

. his name having induced them to make a r~ fiJbmiBion. Thus he arrived ill 
the neighbourhood of SHIRASS without 1bedding any b1ood. but here his forfune 
~hanged. In the firft attack at the liege of this place, he was wouftldeO by • mw~ 
ket-ball, which put an end to his life. The lofs of this general, who had the JUchc'ft 
teputation as a [oldier, plunged his army into tke greatcft grief. Of this they save 
the moft melancholy tokens, by the bloody funeral ~ with which they honoured 
his memory. After the whole army had marched round his body, with coklun 
trailing on the ground, they obliged their flaves and prifoners to perrorm the fatne 
'ceremony, and theft facrificed them at his feet; according to the barbal'O\l' (upenH. 
tion WHICH THEY HAD 1.EARNT OF THB INDIANS ., They killed alw the fin 
of his horfes, the Beth of whicht agreeably to the 'CULlom of the AFOHANS, was di
~ioed among the foldiers, as a funeral entertainment. 

N AZR u'LLA was in ftature very tall, but il1.lhapt<L The cullom he had cem
·tratted of 'keeping ohe of his eyes (hut, procured him the name of the one·eyed 
'lord_~, by which he was often diJ1inguifhed. The incurfions and robberies in which 
<be had been exercifed from his yo 1th, had formed him early to military eJlen::ife. in 
which he acquired great reputation, and was efteemtd by his own people as a con .. 
fummate general. His great prudence, and the feries of [uecer. attcncling it, made 
him fufpefred of having learnt the magic art, afcribed to the INDIANS. It wat 
:perhaps this prejudice that created an extraordinary confidence in hi fold~ who 
thought hiin invincible. 

. HE was fond of the AllM!NiANS, whom he took o~nly under his prorc;aion, and 
in general of a mild and humane temper, behaving towards thofe who (ubmitted 
o him, with a ftria: regard to hi·s word, and with a certain clemency, to which the 
ther chitts were entire ftrangers. All nations reverence virtue, thot it ia not always 

attend 

a See Patt XIV. chap. 1II. 
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•• .,.tended with' fuccefs, nor always the objeCl: of vulgar attention. Hlilnanity in a. 

Idier, whofe duty calls him into fCe1l("s of blood, is an illuftrious quality. The aooo inclinations of this A,{o'GHAN, gained him honour even after dt:ath: for MAGH-

tfUD ereCl:ed a ftately' monument to him, near the burying-place of the ARMENIANS. 

The AFGHANS looked upon him as a faint, and expl'effed a high veneration for hili 
memory. This was the more ex raordinary, as they could not plead ignorance that 
he was a worlhipper of fire; fince there were two priefts hired by. the fu,ltan, who kept 
the facred flame near his tomb. 

J 724. ZEB!aDE!lT KHAN was now appointed to fucceed the deceafed beneraI, and for thiS'!
pwJIQfe MAGHMUD retU1'lled with the army to ISF AHAN, where he arrived towards the 
WOE MARCH. As he e&tered the city, h~ was ftrUck with furprize and adtni.ration, at' 
~ extraordinary event. A woman difguifed in man's apparel, feeing his troops uporu 
their march, rode up to them in full gallop, and falling fwon! in hand upon the 
firB: th·at fell in her way, who little exped-ed fuch a fe~le vwter, it is [aid, fl1e 
killed aboot twenty befOre {he was feized. This womall w~~ a aative of GE0RGIA,. 

and poffeifed the military difpofition of that nation in fo eminent a degree, that ihe. 
had refolved to ~venp;e the death, of her hufband, who was llail1 at tht! bridge of 
ABASA':BAP, when ISFAHAN was taken. .For this purpofe, fhe committed the care of 
~Cfs, and her two children, to her br.other; and regarding neither the rigor o£ 
the feaCon, nor the length of the journey, !he fet out from OEORGIA in a feeret 
manner, m man's drefs, well armed 1nd equipped. She was brought before MAGH

MUD covered with wounds: upon being informed of her (ex, he admired her reCo-' 
Jution, and gave or.deJ!$ that the lbould be treated with all the care and attention,. 

hieh the greatnefs of her courage dcferved a. 

THE news of N A Zll tTLLA'S death, induced fome of the cities ancl towns of FAR -

51ST AN, which had fubmitted, to take up arms again, as if this lingle event fecureL 
them from any further danger. ZUERDEST KHAN had therefore fome difficulry to. 
join his ~rmy, whom he found defiraus of revenging the death of their late genera1._ 
The glory of fucceeding :1 man fo much regretted, was a new fubjeCl: of emulation 
to him; and indred he omitted nothinR that might contribute. to- tne fuccefs of this ... 
fleW enterprize. . 

THI JtHA of th~ provInce remamed in SH JRAU : he was a man unpraCl:ifed ill 

the military art, but Joyal and hondl; and from a confcioufnefs that he was not 
po6'efI!d of {kill fufficient to extricate himfeJf out of fuch a difficulty, he had by 
prefents and promifea engaged MIR BAGHI'-, brother of ABDALLAH, VALl of ARA

IU, to COme to his ailla-anee. This prince, who was efteemed a very good general~ , 
repaired to SHIRASS with as many of his people as were difpofed to follow him; and 
look upon him the command of the town under [he KHA'N. The walls were in a. 
food condition; the parts moil: expofed being covered with intrenchments. "re-

nt fallies from the rown had almeft induced the AFGHJ\NS to defpair,; . when the 

• Military c:ourage i, a rime mach in efteem in tbe· eaft •• among people who live by the {word J but 
_ an: no where more defcncclefa than in A 5 I A. This fiory, if ~t i, trqe, {cem, to be a ftronger in
talK'll.! female rcfeDtment than tba~ of the .,AN UK lady, who, after catlfi.r!c one who had been falfc ro 

... Ioftr. flO be uaurdcrcd. dug up his body. ill Ollier to c.njoy the pleaflll'e'of cearing his hean in' 
.... with her teeth. 
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'" KHAN was fo ill !ld.ifed as to c:beck the ardour of the gal'fifOD, lJy not perm-iui. 
them to fiir any more-from the waUs: this was the fault which bad oocafioned the 
misfortunes of IS' AHAN. 

THIS ftep was foon followed by the inconveniencies naturally attending it. 
fpirit of the troop! abated; a fcarcity of plovilions enfued ; anu the foldieu thOtiWIIlt 
only of making their efcape., to prevent being ftarved. The enemy beini fc 
of the ad.vantage of fuch a defertion, favoured it, by granting a free paJf.-. 
fcarcity increafiog, MIlt BAGHlR undertook to fave the town, by making a v' 
fally: accordingly he marched out at the head of fix thoufand men, who 
and palfed through the be6eging army. Soon after, he endeaYQUl'ed to ~em~_ 

. town with a convoy, but was oppofed bya body of troops, tho' weriQ{ 
number, attacked him with fuch refolution, that his army was put Jjsht. his 
brave ARA\BIAN, whoit: ~ was the reverfe of his brother' who QQ._' 
the lofs of IS' AHAN t ftood • tp'D.Wld with ooly two hundred men, ho. .i!~',.. 
his example, died like him, fighting gJorioufiy to the laft gafp. 

TH E cutting off fo neceffarY and ~fiderable a fuppiy, was not the only ad~ 
which the AFGHANS reaped from this viCtory. The country was ravaged. and. 
neighbouring towns kept fo much on their guard, that the fcarc:ity had been pkt 
in their camp as at SHIRASS. ZEBEltDEST KHAN was upon the point of raiiinathe 
liege, when the taking of this convoy enabled hun to wait at his' .leifurc,' 'tillthc 
enemy, overcome by famine, would be obliged to implore his mercy. He was 
deceived in his expeCtations; for SHIRASS was fooD reduced to a very melancholy 
fituation, numbers of the inhabitants dying with famine. 

ON the 13th of APllIL the KHAN of FARSIST AN Cent his brother to treat WW1 t~ 
enemy. This refolution was followed by an cafy and imprudent fecurity; for tbe 
AFGHANS perceiving that the befieged had negleCted their PQfts, detained the deputX 
and made a'general alfault. The PERSIANS, furpriz.ed and difconcerte<t madevery: 
little refiftance; in[om\lCh that the AFGHANS put everyone they found in arms 
the fword . . The maffacre being over, the conquerors plundered with their onJrn,ry 
licentioufnefs. One remarkable incident is recorded of the puniJhment Q( COYCcou(

nefs: fome of the foidiers having found in the houfe of a private man a conli~~rabJ~ 
quantity of corn, which he had concealed in prejudice to the other ~abitan[s,.1 
tied him to a ftake in his granary, where he died with hunger; revenging the 
of many, whom this wretch had fucrificed to his avarice. Thus one of tijC 
celebrated cities of the eaft was taken and facked, after a blockade of near . 
months: the AFGHANS not being able to reduce it othcrwife than by famine. rt 
loft bdOre it two thoufand of the troops of their own nation, and a confiderabi 
number gf DERGHEZINS. The number of PERSIANS who died by the fworcJ, 
not fa great as t ,which periihed by famine. 

ZEBEltDEST KHAN ex Cl:ed no more of the inhabitants by way of tribute, than 
wf»t they a.J)DuaUy paid to the king~ of PEUIA. He then ordered them to collett 
provltiOns fi-om the neighbouring countries, that he might fend a fupply to ISF A
BAN', .where it was greatly wanted. He had hardly ktded the gOY £1l1llCAt of,dui 

YOL, lI. E e cic 



~IO 

f':1'IIiI~' city, when he ordered.R ~. UN GA, O~ of the officers of MAOHMUD'S hou1hold, 
ith four hundted men, to make an incurfion . nto the fouthern part of the pro .. 

:vince. This detachment penetrated without any obftacle as far as LAll, the capital 
p'f LARIliTA ,a province formerly governed by its own kings. HUSSEIN AGA plun

cred the city with his rmall body of men, but the caftle held out, and refured to 
capindace. The AFGHAN commander tllen pulhed on as far as BENDER ABASSI -, 
This waS the fecond time during the war' that this city was eKpofed: itl JANUARY 
J722 it was pillaged, by four thoufand BALotrCHEES; but upon their attempting to 
break into the lortreffl!s, where the ENGLfSIf and DUTCH companies had their comp
tirig-hou1es, they wete repulfed with confitk-rahle lo~. 

HE AFGHANS no fucceed6i ftm WOlfe. Upon the firll report of th~ir march, 
m6t\ of the inhabitantS 'Hd ~ tht:ir yatuible eifefu; and the .EUROPEANS pre .. 
pir'ed to give them, :arm rtception. The A'GHAIU thetetOre thought proper to . 
accept a fupply of pro ifiOns, withOUt malting any hoftUe att.c!mpt. T-he greateft 
pUt of. this detachment died by the malignity of the air, and tIM bad quality of the 
water, infomuch that they were reduced within two months to a very fmall number, "0 ~ined he lanny ·thOyt making any acceffion to their rkhts by the pluhder 
of this ci 'I' • 

'FH£ fu render of SHIRASS having reached ISFAHAN, tltt FeRANs were animated 
with frefh ardour, and MAOHMUD refolved lead them bimfelf to new conquefts. 
Atcbrdingly lie ret out in JUNE with an intent of fubduing COK-RILAN, a country 
fituate within ten days journey of the capital, to ards BAS 01l..A. b. His army was 
near thirty thoufand men; and he had reafoR to hope for fuctefs ~ but the event did 
not anfwer the expectation. His troops were not only harrafi'ed by the ARABS who 
inhabit the neighbouring country, but alfo difttetltd fur want of pro ifioos; whilft 
the air h:ui fuch pernicious etrects on them, that he did not bring half his men 
back to lSFAHAN. His difafter would have been (till greater, jf CASSIN KHAN, a 
PElUIAN, who was poffi:tred of a government in thofe quarters, had not given 
him all the affiftance in his power. ' 

MAGHMUD was at length obliged to compound with the AJt.AllS to return into 
fltufA, on condition of being furni!hed with provifionl; but thefe people ptr
ceiving his inability to withftand them, broke their word, and harrafi'ed hi l'my to 
the greaseR: d~, Thus :was the formidable MAOHMlID by too great confidence, 
~nil the effons of thefe roving people. reduced t4) tb utmoft ftraights. He was fo 
&betted at his lotres, that he made his entrance into ISF ARAN without thofe ho
noun which it had been cuftomary to pay him on the like occafions. His army be
ing thus difcouta~d, prudence fuggefted to him th expedient of diftriburing fifty 
thOI.l,.nd tom .. ns c ::.rnong his ts:oeps, to indemnify them for me Jofi of their baj
gage; and he employed them the reft of die fUl1lmer isa ~ this a«iQeDtt as 
tar as the melancholy fituation of his atfairs admitted. 



Chap. I. S U L TAN M I R MAG H MUD. 
IN the fiat of weaknefs and defpondency, to which M AGHMUD was reduce<il 

TiEHMAS might have entertained gre.1t hopes of recovering the aiadem; but this 
prince was entangled in inextricable difficulties. Forgetting that his imprudent r . 
fentments had tbe preceding year occafioned the revolt of TEFFLIS, he loaded the 
ARMENIANS with exceffive taxe , wllich were levied with the utmofl: rigor. So 1e:
vere a proceeding, contrary to hi natural difpofirion, aHenated the affections er 
thefe people in the very b~ginniJlg; and things were foon carried to an extr 
Neceffity being without law, he entered fome of their principal towns by f~ 
plundered them~ efpecially fucb as refufed to obey the orders he had fent tbein 
join his troops, tho' by law they ~ere exempt from all military fervice. 

THE ARMENIANS of CAPAN and CHrAVAN finding they were treated as enemies, 
took .up arms. T lEHMAS, who feemed to cxert his refolution only where prudence 
was wanting,' 'intended to reduce them by force ~ but they gave him fo warm a 
€eption, that he became mote ci.rcumfpefr, and determined a.t length to enter j,Qco 
a treaty with them. Thus he gained by gentle meafures, what he could QQt Qb.t,Up 
by force; and thofe people retumed to their duty, and gave the greateft proofs of 
their fidelity. But it was IMlt in the nature of tWogs, chat TJEHMAS ,lhould recover 
his dominions at this time. 

IN the mean while, the TURKS were jealous ,of the advantages fecuM 10 the CZ;6.11 
by the treaty of ST. PBTERSBUR-O, and endeavoured to counterbalance them bytheit 
conquefts. With this view, they provided for the fecurity of GEORGIA. buil~ a 
new fonrefs near TEFFLJS; and a1fembled different bodies of troops on the fr~>ntiers 
of the ERSIAN >dominions. ABD ALLAH, BASHA of VAS ., entered chis province the 
beginning of.the year, and having reinforced the garrifons of the feveral towns in 
GEORGIA, he marched with thirty-five thoufaod men, againft MAMCWMl!D K.O\TLI 

KHAN, who' was at the head.of a body of troops near TUFLIS. He {oo,(l put the 
K.HAN to flight, and in FEBkVAR y he penetrated into ADER8l!lTZAN, and Jaid f1C~ 
to KH9I, which held OUt two months., and was then taken by dorm, and plun .. 
dored. 

ARIFIE ACHME'D, B ASHA of DtARBEKIR, whom the PORT! had nominated sz .. 
JLASKIER, now projected a more important expedition. This general pafied uhe 
ARAS the end of JUNE, and entered the province ofER1VAN with an a-rmy oftbirty 
thoufand men. In order to intimidate the inhabitants, he treated them with great 
cruelty: the t-owns and v:ill!1ges upon his march, were entirely facked; and he 
made naves of above twenty thoufand perfons of both fexes. After thefe barbarous 
hoftiliries, in the middle of the fame month he arrived before ERIV AN. 

THIS city, the capital of ARMENIA, is difiant about fix leagues from mount :ARA

lLAT b. In 1635 it 'fas fttuated a mile from the fpot where it now ftands; for 
SHAH ~FFIE ha~iJ,lg taken it from the TVRXS, made choice of the prefent fituation. 

Ee2 . T~ 

a His irq,atae was K.oUPilUL OGLotl, or the {on {)f KOt1PlOLt. Thia family is der~ed from the 
"a.lld .v~r ~P.UPl.OL I ),1~HOM""!D JlASh/\, ~')lo WAS the fOil of a (,OUlltry parfon in tl\.e ncil.hbourboocl 
qf "LeUDB in ALBANIA. This is a1moft the only family in TVU.Y that has a proper IWH. 

b I have already had occafion ta mCQuon. that acc;ordiuJ to the tradition of the .... UIAI .. thc ark 
rea~d on this mountain. . 



u:a THE REI G N 0 F 
The came in which the 101 A N refides, is built on a fteep rock, inacceffible toward , 
the weft; and on the other fides it is defended by a triple wall of brick. At the 
foot of this rock rU -s the river ZENGtTI, which delcend rom tht lake Sf,VAN', anti 
mixes Its waters three leagues lower with the AR.ASS. The to n is encompatred by 
a double wall, and abounds more in gardens and vineyards than houles. The 
adj' ent country is a large fertile plain, terminated by the mountains, of which 
A.)A.RA'f makes a part; and the whole forms a moft delightful profpecr. This ad-
~magt?, however, is counterbalanced by great inconveniencies. The water and 

fruits are vcry unwholfome; the country is filbjecr to frequent earthquakes; theil' 
intel'!, notwithll:anUing their latitude, are long nd fevere; and they have excef

five heats in fummer. During the month of JULY and AUGUST, moft of the inha
bitants leave their houTeS, and retreat to breathe; a more temperate air in the moun . . 
tains. It is computed. that in the heat of fummer there are often twenty -theu-
fand tents in their n . rhOod; for not only the KOURDS travel thus far north-
wards, but likewiCe people nom the extremity of CALD~A, come hither with 
their Bocks. 

THE OTTOMAN army had a numerous anillery, with Irith they foon made a 
breach in the walls. The SERASKIER then attempted to ftorm the town, and his 
troops behaved with great courage, but they were as bravely repulfed by the garri
IOn. They met with the fame reception at three general a1I'aults; and the air be
ing in fome meafure infeCked with the number of dead bodies; the TURKISH general 
defired a truce of three days, in order to bury the dead. 

IN the interim. the BASHA of CUT.A Y A joined the army. This qetermined the 
SEllASKTE.R to try his fortUne once more, and the loth of SEPTEMBER he ordered 
the fourth general a1l'ault; but with fo little fuccefs, that he fuffered more on this oc
cafion than in any of the former attacks. The TUJt KS having 10ft near twenty thou
fand men by the fword, and the unwholefomenefs of the air, were quite difcouraged. 
Their bombs indeed had reduced great part of the town into ruins i but the PER

SIANS as well as the ARMENIANS, actuated by the double motive of rage anq felf 
prefervation, ftill fuewed the fame courage and refolution, The. befiegers, almoft 
exhaufted with the fatigue of fo long a fiege, threatened openly -to retire; when the 
arrival of a reinforcement of freIh troops from EGYPT, changed the fcene. SARI 

MUST AFA, BAS.A of ERZEIlOtTM, alfo brought a confiderable reinforcement with 
him towards the end of the month; fo that the murmurings of the foldiers began to 
ccafe, and they refolved to bring this enterprize to a happy conclufion. . 

THE KHAN, who commanded the town, was intimidated at the fight of fuch 
large reinforc ments. The garrifon 'as already in diftrefs for provifions; and a 
great number of the foJdiers and inhabitants had peri1hed with hunger, ficknefs, or 
the CWord. They expected no fuccours from T lERMA!, and were reduced, for want 
of Jead, to new caft the fe balls that were remajnin~ and thofe which they found 
in the breaches and ditches, by putting a ~a in them; an expedient which might 

nceal their want of this kind of ammunition; but dimini1hed the weight of the 
baU, and conf71utntly did lefs execution. Thefe circum.ftaoces, and tbe pdng 

. iOJi~ 

• ThlIlakc is aboat (emit)' miles 4ibDt northward of the city. 



GHMUD. 
folicitations of his brother, whom the TURKS had taken prifoBet near the AI.:U, de. 
termined the KHAN to CAter into a capitulation. 

THE firft of OCTQ.aER he rent deputies to the TURUSH caJnp, and after fome di 
ficulties it was agreed, that tbe governor and the gamfon ffiouJd be fafely c 
ducred with all their effects to the frontiels of KARABAOH .: that the inhabita 
the cafile, and thofe whQ had retired thither during the liege, but had no 
defending the town lhould quit it, and retire to the old ERIVAN: thal ".~'IIiIF 
them £hould .be molefted, either in their perfons or effects: and that the ••• t 
caftle, with the artillery, and ammunitions, fhould be immediately fitrre6Fi 
the GRAND SIGNIOR. Thefe articles were punctuallyexecuteQ, ami the •• un 
KARAHISSJ\R conducted the garrifon to the frontier, from w~ ihe K.HAN pro-
ceeded to AHR, where T&HAUS t6en refidc.d. . 

DURING this interval, the. ~ under the. toinmand of the BASRA .it 
not idle. This general having defeated MAHOMMID KOULl KHAN, ari(fHII.Mlf.. .... 
fornefs of KHOI, as mentioned, formed a defign upon TAVRIS. As he had" 
troops fufficienr to attern,.. a place of that importance, he acquainted the court; 
and the BASHAS of CARAMltNIA and ALEPI'O, with fome hers were ordered to 
join his army. 

TOWARDS the· beginning of AUGUST, he received a deputation from (he ARMI 
NUNS of NAC$lVJ\N b. Tbe inhabitants defpairing of fuccours from the PERSIANS, 
and afraid of the cruelties of the TURKS, recommended the conqueft of their country: 
to the BASHA. Upon this he ordered the chiefs t. of KOUllDIST AN to march thi
ther 'with twelve thoufand men, and to thefe he joined a detachment of a thoufand 
TURKS, commanded by IBRAHIM AGA. Thefe troops no fooner ap~ared in the 
province, than the ARME . IANS took up arms, and drove the PERSIANS from HAC

srVAN and ORDoun D d; infomuch that the greateft part of ARMENIA MAJOR was 
.reduced under the TURKISH yoke. . 

IN the mean while, the BASHA of VAN marched with an army of twenty-6vethou
fand men to T A V R 1 s. Tho' a great part of this town had been denroyed by the 
earthquake, already mentioned, it was frill one of the fineft cities in die eaft; but 
it had neither walls nor artillery, fo that like ancient SPARTA, its only bulwark 
conCilled in the number and frrength of its inhabItants. The TU R.KS, crowdipg upon 
one another, made themlelves mafrers of a whole quarter of the town, when the 
inhabitants flocking from all parts, barricadoed the ftreets by which the enemy had 
entered; and their communication with the main body of the army being <;ut elf. 
four thoufand of their men were furrounded, and cut in pieces. 

TSI llAiHA after miking feveral attacks in vain, began to-waver in his refolution,. 
when his fpies infQrmed him, that the inhabitants were preparing t attack him the 

next 

a A04itiiafa\db of tile AaAl, fllll of inacceffible aaou'ltaint. De 1. JSLi has a place Galled CAl .... 

C'tJAUlI. It N"cuv4II1 IiZnilia the fjrft m&ac. The AIlMENIANS pretend tt was the fir/tcitr 
that 91U buill after the dcluic, ~ Bao.. d This 1'1 .. c:e i& not~ for its trade ill filkcA _ 
other IIIaaIlfa&rCl. 

3 
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~t right in his intrenchments, Finding t'he valor of his troops unequal to hi' 

"",.jIll'", he ordered fire:; to be made in ilis camp as ufual; and the 2 I ft of SIPTEM

Ell. in the night he marched off mently, leaving his tents ftanding, the better to 
ei the enemy. Some hours afterwards the inhabitants came Out of the city, 

to the number of'twenty thoufand: finding that the TURKJSH army was retired, 
ey followed th m till the next day at noon, but could not come up with them. 

n revenge they matracmi not onry all tbe ftrigglers that feU in their way, bue 
~ikewife tbe fick and wounded, wi ich the enemy h,ad been obliged to leave to their 
oifcretion. 

THESE were not the only armies which the TURKS laad in PERSIA, HASSAN, 
BASRA Of BAGDAT, and ACHM D 1 is [on, BASRA of BASSORA entered this country 
with the troops belonging to their refpeCtive governments, and laid ftege to H,\MA
DAN. TlEHMAS, encouraged by what had pafied before TNVItIS, fent part of his 
troops under the command of FLAGtLLA KRA ,one of his principal officers, to the 
relief of this town, But the fuccer: did not anfwer hi expetl:ations: his general 
was defeated, and put to eight. 

THE OTTOMAN army being thus free, continued the operations of the fiege with. 
out interruption. In the mean time the en my defended themfelves with the fame 
refolution; and it WI:1$ now two months fince the opening of the trenches, when a 
OIllMAN renegade fprung a mine, of which he had the diretl:ion, The effeCt de .. 
termined tbe fate of th befieged. The TUR KS mounted the bre:u:h with loud {hOuts, 
and carried all before tbem: a fiaughter of the 'inhabitants enfued, till fome of the 
TURKISH generals, moved by a fenfe of humanity, facilitated the efcape of great 
numbers, by giving them a patra&e out of one Of-dte gates of the town. 

THB taking of ERIVA and HAMADAN. ana the repuJ/e of the IIA~H1\ ofvA~, 
c.onduded the campaign on the fide..Of the T RKS. The army ,under the SERASKI 1\, 

together wieh the remaining forces of the BASHA of VA , were reduced to forty 
tlioufand men, including the garriwn of GEORGIA. The troopstOf EGYPT and the 
KOURDS [eparavd, and took p their winter quarters in &1 it. ~ ACSJVAN, and 
ORDOUBAD. Thofe of BAGDAT and BASSOIU, retired to their own country, after 
leaving a fufficient garrifon in IJI.AM,ADA.N. 

CAP. 



Chap. II. SULTA MIR M GHMUTh 

Rejoicings tit CO.TSTANTINOPLE. '1ht pOR T E is dijfatisfitd witb tbe ((J"JuP" PETU. 

the GREAT. The conferences rmewed by tr,t mtdiatio1l oftbe U~ CH ",iN)". ". 
OTTOMAN POR TE. ClJlciujioll if tbe treilly between tht CZAll 11M tlil'Oll TE. ;4T". 
ticles of tbat treaty. 

T H E TURKS ~aving ex~ended their conquefts thus far, the minds ofthe ~ 
already uneaty concemtng the fueeefs of the war, were quic:ted. Tlilpublic 

. rejoicings lafted nine oays, and were fcaree finiffi6d, when they ordered to be 
renewed. MAHOMM£D KOULI Kif A , who thirfted for revenge, ~d the KUI.A 

near GORI, and laid fieF 0 the fort by which that little city is~. He was 
carrying on the attllCk with!'ftt Yigor, when "lon, BASHA of TEFFLI 

with fix thoufand mtft to rhe relief of the place: this, tOgether with the c:tefi!ftk1H 
of the princ;ipel GEORGIANS, Ho were gained by t~ PORTE, obliged the ItHA to 
retire with great precipitation. The TURJtS came up with him as he was pifDftg 
the river, where he loft a tboufand of his men, and then retirtd with hi$ troops imo 
the mountains. 

TN. nINe" emb&ffado thought proper to diftinguifh hiiTiklr, upon the occa
fJOn of t~(e r~~cings, for the accompli1hment of one of the articles of the treaty, 
eoncJuded by the mediAtion of the court of FRANCE. To explain this, we mull 
trate matters fomewhat higher. 

TliE POlt1'E being in£otmed of the fuccefs of ISMAIL BEG, the HRSIAM embatra.
dar at the court of ST. P£TERSBU R G, pulhed on her eonquefts in PE RSlA withOut 
referve. Whether the cz A R flighted her refentment, on account of this treaty; 
but it was fcarte ~onc1uded, hen he fent copies of it to his refident NEPLt1EOFF, 

without any ioftruCl:ions to him or to the FRENCf{ cmbaffac or; at the fame time, 
he made it public in all the courts of EUllOPE. This caufed a great furprizc at 
co ST ANTINO LE, for neither the embaffitdor, nor the RUSSIAN refi<:knt, expected 
filch an event. They re confounded, whilft their enemies laid hold of thefe cir
cumftances to decry their condua:. This was not difficu1t to effdCt, for the 
TURK-ISH commifI'arici having opened the conference in the beginning of JANU A ltV 

this year, with bitter rtproach , declared in the name of the GRAND HGNIOR, that 
fuch a prince as T lEHM A , wandering from place to place, without fuccour or fup
port, could not with any validity conknt to the diftnembering of Jlis dominion!! ; 
therem fuch 1:Dgagements were void: that the GRA ND SIGN II.)R would nOt fufier 
any f«eign power to extend bl-s do~iDion in PERSIA: conrcquemly, that the only 
method to preferve the peace fubfifting between the two empires, was [0 relinquifh 
all pretenfions derived from this treaty, and likewife to abandon the conqutils made 
on the borders of the CASPIAN fea. 

AfTER 
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A,T'ER fo t'xplicit a declaration, the TUIUtISH commitraries broke off the con~ 

fermces abrupdy. It was thought the OIlT! would declare war againft the CZAR, 
fend the RUSSIAN refident to the caftle of the feven towers, This minifter 

ving no inftruttions, refllfcd to yield to the folicitationi& of theJ'RENcH rmbalTa. 
r, to enter into a negqtiation ; which ferved to increaie the difguft of the, TU R KI S ft 

ni1nifters; fo that the fiorm feemed to be gathering, when the embaffador ventured 
to take the confequence of negotiating upon himfelf. 

ITN this view he entered into a conference with the minifters of the PORTE, in 
which teConciled all matters fo well, that they were foon agreed upon almoft every 
ijtide • 'The grand v" who fecretty prelfed the conclufion of (his affair. found 
it t!rf diffi~ult to brUt divan into his fentiments; efpetially as the point was 
to enter into an .Ir a chriftian~, in order to {hare' the dominions of 

There was me to lofe: they muft either conclude 
th RUSSIA, or !lOp the progrers of that power, by declar

ing war againft I\fr j511AflIM, tbe grand vizir, Jaid thls ~ the divan, which 
he .convened in the name of the emperor his mafter. .After v~ warm debates, 
tbe div.n declared for the continuation of the peace: upon whicn, the FRENCH em~ ' 
baft'ador ~ifpatched n10ntieur DOALlON~, a relation of his to the toutt of R.USSIA, 
with the preliminaries of the treaty . 

• ~HE firft article in his commiffion was, that SHAH TAUIMAS thould be obliged 
to fend a folemn embaffy to CONSTANTINOPLE, to beg of the GRAND SIGNlpR 
~at le ,,":ould fet jimits to his conqueLts, and confent, as far as was confinent 
with the glory and interefts of hi' highnefs, to the execution of the treaty con
cluded the year before at ST. PETERSBURG. The others contained a project of ac
commodation,. in regard to the limits of the ' conquefts made, or which were to be 
made in PERSIA, by either of thefe contracting powers/ 

THESE preliminaries having been agreed to, the RUSSIAN refident received new 
inthuttions, and the J 9th of MAY tbe conferences were renewed. The vizir had 
made it an eftabliihed rule. to live in peace with the chriftian powers, deeming it 
necelTary to his own fecurity. How favourable foever his difpofition might have 
been, there were great obftacles to furmount, before they could come to a conclu
flOn of the treaty. DAGHESTAN, and parr of SHIRVAN, inhabited by MAHOMME
DAN of the fett of the SUNNIS, were to continue under the dominion of the CZAR, 
who requirt!d that the PORTE fhould acknowledge TIEHMAS as king of PERSIA: 
that fhe fhould join her forces to thofe of RUSSIA, in order to put this prince 1n 
po~ffion of the throne: and laftly, engage to receive neither propofals nor minifters 
from MAGHMUD, or any other ufurper. Thefe articles were contrary to rheir reli
gion, which the MAHOMMEDANS confider as the bafis and primum mobile of politi
cal government. 

Part 
•• This relatiOft being made by a U!lfCHMAN belonging to the embtJl'ador', JDiniftry, we DlIlft allo 
~ fome pan ialitica aa to the abiJitiea of his mafter. b Thi. pcrCOQ miniilor at Uac court of 
ST. "TIU'IJIO~ for Come tiJnc., th JDar~1&ia f) QlfIT ..... PI&. 



Chap. II. SULT I MAGHMUD. 
lAR T of thefe difficulties were removed in a long conference, which the grand t 

vizir had the 5th of JULY with the FIlENCH embafTador; and the general confe
rences being renewed, the feveral articles of the treaty were agreed to. They W{' \ e 
fix in number, preceded by a pre:lInbJe, fetting forth in a ft!mmary way, tneceffioll 
which SHAH TA:HMAS made to the CUR, of the province3 fituatt"d on the borders 
the CASPIAN S.E A. 

THE firft article determines, that the barrier betwixt RUSSIA and TARTA.llY 
be regulated by a line, to begin within twenty-two leagues of the CASPIA.· 
the confines of DAGHESTAN, to pars within the; like dillance of D.ERB END.aad 
wa.rd~ within feven leagues of the coafi, inc1udir..g SfiAMAKIE, and froru thence -

. reCtly to the conflux of the KURA and ARAS. It is likewife ftipu1ated, that th 
contraCting parties 1hall nominate comrniifaries, and if necetrary defire thG media
tion of the court of FRANCE with regard 1.0 the regulation of tOOk limit.... bat 
either party fhall be free to ereCt: forts upon their own territorie!, on c;oI~·~'4It. 
giving notice thereof t& each odicr, and of building them at the diftatKe Of til 
leagues at Ie aft from their frontie 

THE fecond agre~, that SHAMAIUE, the capital of SHJRVAN, fhaU not be fortified, 
nor receive a TURKISH garrifon; and that if fome unforefeen accident, fuch a 
revolt, fhould oblige this monarch to fend any troops thither, they llmll acquaint 
the RUSSIAN officers before they pafs the KURA, and retire from thence as foon as 
the troubles are appeafed. The GRAND SIGNJOR promifes, that his armies fhall 
not pafs this river in any part of GEORGIA, without giving notice of the rtafons 
of fuch motion to the officers appointed by the CZAR, on the coaft of the CASPIAN 
SEA. 

THE third eftab1i1hes the barrier which is to feparate TURKEY from PERSIA, 
This line commences where the other fini1hes, that is, at the conflux of the KURA 
and ARAS; it paffes within three miles of the walls of AllDEVlLLE towards TAVRlS, 
and from thence to HAMAD AN, which city, together with the territory belonging · 
to it, falls to the GRAND SIGN lOR'S 1hare; after which it turns off towards KHER-; 
MA N SHA, the new conqueft of this monarch, where it terminates. 

By the fourth, the CZAR promifes the OR AND SIGNIOR, to employ his mediation. 
that the provinces affigned him in the preceding article, 1hall be voluntarily fur
rendered to him, or recovered for him, by a joint effort. This article concludes 
with a reciprocal' guaranty of the provinces of PERSIA, ! which thefe monarchs ad
j ndge to themfelves, declaring that if SHAH T lEHM A S refufes to agree to the trea'1' 
they will jointly endeavour to conquer the refpeCl:ive places affigned to each; aftC'r 
which, tbe reft of the kingdom 1hall be entirely given up, without any foreign de
pendance, into the hands of SHAH T lEHMAS. 

IN the fifth, the GRAND SIGN tOR engages, as foon as the places affigned him by 
t~ ~hird.ar Ie 1hal1 be voluntarily delivered up, to acknowledge TiEHMAS as king 
of PERSIA; to give him full fecurity of his reftoration, and afford him aU propt'r 
affiftance: that in cafe the ufurpers fbould by any holl:ility reduce him to the ne-
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TnE {ixch article declares, that jf T JEHM.AS fuould attempt to aCt in oppofitiol1 to 
his treaty, the contntCting powers, after having made themfel~s mafters of the 

provinces affigned to them, iliall appeafC: the difturbances of PERSLA, and re(tore 
t~ kingdom to the PERSIA moO: defervjng of it, towards whom they fuaU con
dutt tbemfelves as they have done towards the kings his predeceffors. That they 
fhaU not in any manner interfere in the go~mtnt of his dominions, but jOintly 

meafure necdl&ry for his tranquillity, without liftening to any propofal 
art of MIR MAOIlMLTD. 

THIS treaty as the eighth of JULV, and the ratification of the CZAR be-
ing arrived, the was folemnly made fome days after in the apartment of 
tM grand vizir. The ~ce being thus confirmed, the KHAN of the CRIM TARTARS, 
and the gmttaJ'S of the OTTOMAN troOps, who were on the frontier of the UKRAIN, 
redived orders to retire, the one to CRIM TART.AllY, and the other towards the 
DANUBE. 

Ji 25. I the mean time, T~H~IAS was at AllDI!VILLE. The embaffador whom he had 
lately fent to the OTTOMAN POR TI, was arrefted at ERZEllOUM: at firft they treated 
him in a manner fuitable to his character a, but foon after he was confined as a dole 
~er in the caftle, and his effeCts were confifcaced. 

THE unhappy SHAH T A'!l-IMAS faw his country thus torn frorn him: the PlllSIAN 
monarchy was become a prey. He foon learnt the tenor of the treaty concluded 
between the RUSSIANS and the TURKS'. and the paffive conduCt of his minifter IS 

MAlL BEG II; all which gave him great offence: in his citcutnftances what lefs was 
to be ~peaed? He immediately ordered the CZAR'S refident to withdraw from 
his court; but thiS mark of refentment did not hinder the RUSSIAN monarch from 
fW'<kring his embatfador-extraordinary to continue his journey, though he was oblig'd 
to return home without taking his leave of that prince. It is prefumed that PETER 

the OREA T would have been contented with OHILAN only, could he have thus pre-
vented the progrefs of the TURKS, being much more fincere than the TURKS, with 
tegilrd to- the reftoration of T .t£HMAS to his dominions. 

• ixty dollars a day were ordered for JUs m . • b He remained at AlTaACHA". and 
tlawc frill in 17+4-0 and had a curd appoiaHil _, willa a daily allow&QCC hom dac ewart. 
~. to endl hilllfelf agaia ia P I a'. A. • 



MtR MAGHMUD. 

C HAP. III. 
MAGJtMUD raifts new troops. A caravan arri'fJes from KAND.'~HAR. 

to YEZD. ASHIlIFF retur1lS, II1IJ h fa"{)oured by the AFGHAN:; , Unu4/inifs 
M AGHMUD Mpon thai account. Ile u1tdertalw tl rel'gioru pmlll1ce,' tnltrd,,1 
SEtN'S chltt/ren and relations. Greal voluptuoufnefs of HUSSEIN. MAOffMV"':'''~' 

into a difirium. ASHREFF deE/fd Icing. Death and charafler of M A GHMV • 

W HI LS T this partition of the PERSIAN dominions was r-egotiating, NA 1~S. 
MUD was employed in repairing the breach, which the expedition of COH~ 

. KILAN had made in his troops. With this view, he enlifted a great number of 
D ERGHEZJNS: he alfo levied i<>mc new companies of TUR.KS ~ and knowing the 
importance of (ooceaJing fl.is w.aknefs., he '* only renewed the prohibition Of. cor
refponding by letters, but aUo made it death for any {hanger that fuouJd tempt 
to leave th town'. 

THINGS were thus firuated, when the caravan which he expeCl:ed, arrived at Is.. 
FAHAN. It was not near fo numerous as that of the preceding year; owing, in a 
great meafure to the complaints of fome of the A' G HAN 5, ho on their rew to 
KANDAHA", accufed their fovereign of avarice, and a partial negleCt of thofe wbo 
had performed the braveft actions. MAGHMt1D, however, perceiving be had DOW 
as thong an army as that which had raifed him to the rhront, was ambitious e£:. 
facing the mtmory of his late difgrace. 

AFTER fome time, he refolved to lay fiege to YEZD, which he had in vain endea
voured to ta °e upon his march to ISFAHAN. The inhabitants of this city bad 
lately routed a reinforcement of two thoufand men, who were coming to him from 
KANDAHAR. The necemty of fecuring a communication with that province, as 
well as the defire of retrieving the reputation of his arms, engaged him to turn th~ 
greatell part of his forces that way. . 

TOWARDS the end of DEC EMBE 11, he fet out upon this expedition, with an army 
of eighteen thoufand men. Such a number of troops, together with a confiderabfe 
train of artillery, which he carried with him, and the correfpondence he 'had witft • 
the PERSEES, who inhabit a particular qu rrer of the town, feemed to render him 
confident of fuccefs; but provid'~nce had otherwife ordained. The inhabitants of 
YEZD having difcovered the treachery of their fellow· citizens, put them to the fword, 
laid the country wafte for feveralleagues round, deftroying, or carrying off every 
thing that might be of any fervice t the enemy. After this they prepared to de. 
tend themfelves. 

TH1S precaution obliged M AGHMUD to pulh on the liege with the utmoft vigor. 
His artillery was fcarce mounted in battery, when he ordered a general a{fault. 
The AfdHA , s attacked the town on every fide with great bravery, in confidence of 
the engagements with the PERSEES; but they were Tf'ceived with to much refoJ\ltio 

. F-t'2 and 
• This and fuch like proceedings confined the merchant~ durin!,: there tJoubles. L~ __ ~~________ __~ ____________________ ~ 
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t~g~:~f1t"'l {ourage, th.u they wt:re foon convinced there was no dependance to be made Oil 

y afiaance from that quarter. 

Tr J a fT.lll It: was foJl wed by feveral others, which proved equally unfuccefsful. 
I'll the mean time the fevcrity of the feafc:>n very much diftreffed the AFGHANS; 

they were allo ftrairned for provHions; which reduced them to the necemty of 
railing the liege a fecond time, or of weakening the army confiderably, by fending 
out large detachments in fearch of provifions. MACHMUD determined upon the 
latttr, but he had foon rcafon to repent his choice. The garrifon being increafeu 

, .number of people .. ho had fled for Ihelter from the open country; finding 
the AfGHANS weakened, fell fmldenly u~n their principal quarters, and confounded 
~h1 by fo brilk and unex~ed an attack, put feveral parties of them to flight, and 
kiIled near three tho men, before tbe main body of the army could be afTembled. 
MAGHMUD himfdf canger of being furroundro, amt obligea to abandon his 
~e and artillery, and fave himfelf by flight. 

'THE uneafinefs occafioned by this new difgrace, was augmenrM by the mutinous 
difpofition of the army. The foldiers declared without referve, that their defeat 
was a cOlJfcqu n(.. of thcil l.hange of manners; that they were upon the brink of 
being ruined by that very effeminacy and luxury, whi~h bad deftroyed their ene
mies; that MAGHMUD was already a PER JAN in his apparel, and lu"urious diet; 
but ftjH more fo by the exceffive number of concubines with which he had filled 
his harram; adding, that no further hopes of fuccefs remained, fa ]on~ as they 
were governed by a chief, who, not fatisfied with adopting tbe manners of the con-
quered, affected likewife to efpoufe their fentiments in matters of religion. This 
Jaft reproach was owing to fome words which MAGHMUD let drop, perhaps with a 
d [tgn to {hew his rerentment to the TURKS, or to ren~cr himfelf more agreeable to. 
the PEIlSIANS. 

MEAN while the danger increafed by the impunity of thefe murml1rings. ASH

RIFF being arrived with the 1aft caravan from KANDAHAR; the army, who had 
been always extremely fond of him, now behaved in fuch a manner, as plainly 
fbewed they thought him the fitteft to reign. He had retreated only to avoid the 
jealous eye of MACHMUD ; and the efteem and atfeCtion which the AFGHAN army 
exprdfed for him, had been the chief inducement to his return. \Vhile he remained" 
in itA N D AH.A R he lived entirely in the country, in purfuit of rural pleafures, and 
his own domeftic affairs; but fuch tranq ity was not his Jot; he feemed born to 
move in a higher, tho' lefs happy fphere. During his abrence, the foJdiers expref
fed a great defm for his return: the principal officers likewife confidered the dan
gers to which the army would be expofed, if NACHMUD, who had but indifferent 
health, 1hould die without male iffue capable of holding the reins of government. 
Thus, in {ome meafure, they obJiged this prince to recall ASHllEfF, in order to de
clare him his fuccelfor to the empire. 

ASUI.Uf baving quiaed bis folitude, MAGHMl1J) was obliged to diffemble his 
jc;I.loufy, and entertained him for fome days with aU the appearan ces of the moft 
~ irieDd1hiv j but he wu no {ooner iJ:af<»1DCd of the murmurings of the troops, 

f . than 
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than he ordered ASHltEFF to lodge in the palace, ;vhere he was ftritl:ly 
This prudent ftep checked tlle foldiers; but did not make the (ultan y in 
mind. The difgrace he lately met with in COHKtLAN,· and beforr. \"£'10, 

weakened his power and authority, infomuch that he began to be in as great ie 
the mutiny of his troops, as oftnc revolt of the PERSIANS. 

To extricate himrdf in this fituation, required more fteadinefs ana v' 
MAGHMUD was mafter of. This prince, who had been fo bold in proje __ .. -.. 
fo brave in executing, was frightened at the thought of a danger to wl(attJ 
not been accuftomed. Under thefe circumftances, he triea to obtain from be 
that light and affiftance, which he no Jonger expetl:ed from thofe who had t,een the 
followers of his fortune. A de.Ggn of this nature,. however commend b'1e in itfelf, 
feemed in hi condition 'Q 31'g1,Je the troubled ftate and weaknefs of hIS mind, rather
than a fenre of religion. With this intent he undertook to perform the fpirfr\laI 
exercifes a, which the INDIA MAHOMMBDANS, who are more add' ed to them 
than thofe of other countries, have introduced into ~ANDAHAR. This ftlperftitious 
practice is obferved, by ihutting thcmfe1ves up for fourteen or fifteen days in a place 
where no light enters, and the only nourifhment they take, is a little bread and wa. 
ter at fun-fet. During this retrear, they employ their time in ~peating inceffantlrt 
with a ftrong guttural voice, the word HOU, by which they denote olle of the attri
butes of the deity. There continual cries, and th~ agitation .. of the body with whic 
they are attended, naturally unhinge the whole fram~. When by facting and dark
nefs the brain is diftemper'd. they fancy they fee fp tlrc~ and hear voices. Thu, 
they take pains to confirm tl e 'cry diftemper of mind which puts them on fl1ch 
trials; and prefume to pry Into the !ecrets of providence, from n opinion, that 
during this penance, the devil is compelled by the agenty of a fuperior po .. 'cr, te. 
let them into the knowledge of futurity. 

SUCH was the painful exercife which M !lMUD undertoot- in JANUARY this ye'Jr. 
For this purpafe he chofe a fubt rraneous vault, where he continued the Uilhll time. 
When he came forth, he was fa pale, and emaciated, that they hardly knew him. 
But this was not the wodl: efieCt of his devotion: folitude, often d:lOgerolls to a 

_ mellncholy turn of thought. had, under the circumftances of hiS" inqllil:tude, anll 
the ftranO'en fs of the penance, impaired his reafon. He became rdl-kfs and fufpi
dous; often lrarting, as if the vtry perfons molt ilttlcheu to his interdl, defigt}ed· 
to deftroy him. He was in one ot th fit , when it was Jl.lmOllred in rSFAHAN, 

that SEfFIE MYRZA, a fon of SHAH HUS EIN, had found means to make hi efcape 
from the feraglio, and was retired towards TURKEY. Whether the PERSIANS fprt"~l 
this alarm in order to jntimidate the tyrant, or himfelf caufed it to be rt'ported; fie 
m.lde it a pretext to cover a new fcene of the moft exe,rable barbarity . . 

AMIDST all his cruelties, MAGH MU D had not hitherto imbrued his hands in the 
blood of his autient: fovereigns. Many princes of the royal family were confined 
with SHAH UUSSE N in the [eraglio, as the fad companions of his captivity: among 
whom were feveral brothers, three uncles, and !even nephews of that unfc rtunate-
monarch. 

• Ther caU ie the IIIADUJAT. 

------~~--------------------~------~ 



Part IX. 
THE ~ts heart being 1I0W rent with anxiety for the (upport of his ckclining 

regardlefs of his more ueclini"* health, and approacll to eternity~ he re
to facrifice all the royal family. except HU,SSE1N SHAr!. The feven h of fE

R Y was the day appointed for the execution of his bloody purpofe. There vi
to cruelty were affemblcd in the palace-yard with their hands tied behind their 

The tyrant, attended only by a few of his moil: intimate confidents, began this 
horrid butchery with his fabre. There were only two fons of SHAH HUSSEIN remaining, 

h(n this unfortunate prince hearing their cries, found means to come to the place 
Of lla\lg Thefe princes, the eldefr of whom was onijr five years of age, flung 

('mle" into the arms of their father. Nothing but the tendemefs of a parent" 
ouId have fupported this prince at the fight of fo fad a fpectacle: he bathed his 

cbildren with his tears, and put himfelf' the way to receive the fatal fhoke. 
MAGHMUD, now drunk 'th fiaughtrr, ftepped forwards to mucder thde royal in-
fants, tho' fhe1tered in their father's bofom: the SHAH ftr~ is arm, and 
rt'ceived the blow. Here the horrid fcene was ended: at die " bJood gual-
ing from the wound of a king, and a rnan of whom the tyrant had been ufed to 
thillk with fume Jl!verence, heaven !topped his murdering hand; .As thefe children 

e yet of fo tender un n{!;f' and inc:lp:lble of giving umbrage, he determined to 
kowe them to their parent, now oppretfed with fuch. an accumul load of mif-
fortuDes. 

IT i -not agreed what number of princes were murdered on this occafion, but they 
<ire reckoned .above an hundred. It is eafy to reconcile their being yet more nume
rou ' , if we attend to the circumfbnces of eaftern courtS. Few men have carried 
their vo]uptuoufnefs, however permitted by a particular faith, farther than 5 H A H 
IIt'SSEIN. The year 1701, was called in PERSIA th'e year of virgins ' . This pri~e 
(llt:n ordered a fearch to be made through the whole extent of his dominions, for all 
the young virgins of diftinguifhed beauty: and the commitIioners appointed for this 
enquiry, brought all thofe whom they thought worthy of the harram. The gover
nors of the provinces, knowing their maO: r's predominant pamon, paid their courts 
in the moft prevailing manner, even till the fiege of ISFAHAN, by fending him the 
findl girls in th('il province. This {hong paffion, or rather appetite for the fex, 
was fufficient to render the roya,1 family extremely numerous; infomuch that in the 
Ij)3ce of a month, thirty cradles had been once carried into the feraglio. Befides, 
this monan;h being more humane than any of ,his p~cefi'ors, put none of the 
princes of the royal blood to death b. All thofe princes, excepting T4HMAS and 
the two children already mentioned, pcrifhed on ~at day. 

THJ!; bJoodyexecution, inO:ead of ditpelling the fears of UAGHMUD, only con
tributed to increafe the terrors with which he was tormented. His mind was 
perretuaily agitattd with the moft frightful ideas; and the remor(e of thi hft at!: 
of inrbarity gave him no rOpQ1e. His intdleas, which had bet>n fo l1]uch weakened 
by ti";e auHcrity of his fpiritual exercife, appeared to be yet more impaired; and be
fides this, he had an iAfupportable pain in his bowels. 

• Ku VI ItA • .. It \VII common jn 'ater timet to tdl1 !bem aU, m(omueb that J never beard 
that Ann. SHAH had ."y children .liye except his tv."O f01\1 UZA VLI MYU.A and US& ALI "1' nA~ wao were born lona before be was made kin,. 



Chap. nr. SUL'tA 

bone of the lucid in1!entafs of his difo r, MAOHMtl'D having been info Of 
the relief which tHe ARMENIANS had end~oured to give him~ he fcnt them t 
thoufand tomans. in fpecie C, and as much in effech, promifing to reftore the -
mainder of what he had exad:ed from them, if recovered health. did the 
fame in regard to the DUTCH and the INDIASS: a feoJe of the dlnger he< in. 
having excited fome fentimenrs of piety in his breaft, h recommended himklf .Jfo 
to the prayers of thofe different people. After fome hours Of ea~, he relapfed into. 
a more terrible condItion: his body was covered wich TOry, his Beth rotted, an 
feemed to fall from his bones. 

S eH was the frightful condition of MACH\1UD, when news w brouMtt that. 
SHAH TlJiHMAS had advanced at the head of a body of troops, and ilefeated a party 
of AFGRA s near KOOM, as they were marching towards CASBn., under the com
mand of their general EIDAL. It was not merely the defire of taking advantage of the 
prefcnt conjuncture, that drew the PERSJ Alii army fo near to ISF !IAN. Since:' rhe be
ginning OfMAGHMtm's illnefs, ASHREFF had been no longer wateRed with the iamt': 
ftriCl:nefs; fo that he found me.'lnS to enter into a corr Ipondedce with Ti'ERM 'I. 

As foon as he found that things were ripe for his purpofe, he acquainted him that 
now was the time to afcend the throne of his anceftors; that he needed only to ad ·· 
vance towards IS:r-°AHAN, where every thing was in confufion by the ficknefs of 
M AGHMtJD; that upon the flrft rumour of his approacb, his friends wouldjoin hiln 
in a body; and that this ftcp would induce part of the rc 1 to return to their duty, 
an put it out of the power of the reil: to withftand him. 

ASHREFF had imparted this def1gn to the PERSIAN lords, who had been fpared at 
the time of the manacre, with a defign to enfn~ them; and it was by their inter

vention 

a Probably feme p:llTage JlClating to the miracles of OW' Saviour. Exorciflng without the ",mediate ufe 
of the (O'ifttlres, it iii pretended, is common in l'O"'TVGALo b The late king of P9JTUOAL. 8 

° crent tames, cawed the: feyeral bodies ohhc clergy iit and abalt L "BON, to walk jn~ dim' 
° c~; 1l book pubUlhed. ping In &CC01IDt ot the manner and ceremonies of cadi fr .... 

Ility. Whetber the king's lif~ was protratIc:d by any miraculous interp,ofition. is a poilU abD.Ilc.wh· 
.l<OMII8 cierl)'will be mod ready to determine. ~ Five thollfand polliW. 
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,· .. ,,,nr,n that this corr fpondence was carried on. Accordingl)' they wrote to ac

TJEHMAS, that the only condition A HREFF inftfted upon for ~imfelf, and his 
, wa , that their lives. their Jibercy, 'and their effects 1hould be facred: thus 

treaty met with no Jifficulty. T JEIi 45 fent ,him a deed', in which he en
·~:'(ltr.l.l.)'ed under the moll: fJcreJ oaths, to oblerve his word inviolably: after which, he 

need as far as KOOM, 'where m -eting with a body of AFGHANS commanded by 
11.DAL, he PUt tbem to flight. 

THIS new dir.o'Tace greatly alarmed the rtbels. So many defeats began to weaken 
that rep ion fur brlvery and fuccers, in which their focurity chiefly confifted; it 
~hov them to ftop the P':~re s of a pr' nee, who, taking advantage of their pre
icflt fit\btion. threatened to drive them from ISF AHA N; but the confufion occa
iOned by M. GHMUO'S illriefs. was an in bIe obftacle to the execution of any 
military projetl:s. imlmftancea ~wtd their fonner i~tions of revolt-
Ing ; and thdr whole turned on t1m neceffity ot. ch~ mafrer. 

AM A TIl' OLA, tho' -confid red as prime-minifrer and generaJiaimo of the fultan, 
being act~ b)~ ntment, became the moil: active of all the confpirators. He was 
hardly returneil F,AHAN, when ht" pt.:rceivcd that he was ftri4ly watched; which 
aftrontt"<i him fo extremdy, that when MAGHMUD returned from • expedition into 
COHK1l.AN, he obfrinatt:ly rtfufed to pay him the compliment of meeting him. 
~at which confirmed -hi opinion of being an object of jealoufy, excited his re
venge alfo: it was nat long before this time, that he was infulted to a great degree. 
He went Out upon a common oceafion, with a numerous retinue, to perform his 
devotions at his brother's tomb: MAGHMUO, apprehenfive left he lhould efcape a 
fecond time, fent one of his officers, with orders to pierce with his Jance the horre 
on which th~ general was mounted b. 

AMAN OLA was too proud to forgive fuch an affront. As foon as he returned, 
he took the opportuaiQ' of killing feveral fine horfes belonging to MAGRMUD'S fra
bles; infomudi that this prince was obJiged to come himfelf in perfon to appeafe 
him. At this interview, they feemed to be again reconciled. ' , The general however 
meditated the s LTAN'S d {truchon, and it. was illlpoffible for him to find a better 
opportunity. His opinion ,deu:rmined the generality of the AFGHANS; and the 
army agreed on the necemty of chuGng a new foverei This choice, according to 
nearnefs of blood, (hould have fallen on HUSnJN KIIAN, brother of MACHMUD~ 
who was at that time in KANDAHAR, and commanded in the name of the fulmn: 
but affairs were too critically clrcllmftanced, W wait till hi$ arrival from fo diR:ant 
a country, Had the army been difpofc:d' Hll.JFF was t.he moft beloved, and 
was now chofen with an unanimous conint. 

TH E mo!Jlent this elefli~ was proclaimed. the troops ran to cir arms, in order 
to t::kt: the new king outl»f cuftody. The AiiOOLU'U, who guarded him, difputed 
the entrance for fome time, bat at length ridded. 

ASHkEFF 
tho Jf ..... IWl. b Tiaia 

~"4QHIIUIJ) reAden 
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ASHUFF, being ac liberty, was proclaimed kin, r! PBlUlA, by the AFORA 
bn the 2.2d of APtuL. This prince, under the ipeaous pretence of revenging 
death of his fa~er MIR ABDALL~H, would not accept the enftgns of royalty, 
they brought him the head of theIr late fultan. The miferablc MAOHMVD, who 
very few hours to live, according to nature, fuffered the execution of his '''",~ .. ';1iN; 

without knowing the additional misfortune inco which he was fallen •• 

• THUS pcrilhed, at the early age of twenty-feven years, this deftroyer ~*nll 
the faireft monarchies of ASIA, leaving the world a fad monument of h"taUif 
fery in the character of a rince and a. conqueror. Nature had r,ot;itMff'tllim __ '., 

external advantages, by which great men are fometimes dlftih8!JHbed. 
middle-fized and c1umfy; his neck was 10 1hort, that his head ftemed to grow 
his fhoulders; he had a broacf face, a ftat nore, and his beard and of a 
red colour; his looks wn and his countenance auftere arid di~Je j hi 
eyes, which were b1ue, 'Ina fquinting, were ~nerally do n--catt;lifte a- maR 
abforbed in deep thought. 

HE had made it a rule from his carlieft yoath, to fuppJy by habit and cuftom his 
natural unfitnefs for bodily exerci(es: in this he fuccecded fo welt, that very few 
excelled him eitfter in horfemanlhip, or in the nfe of the lance. He applied him
felf to military exercifes; and that he might not 10k his dexterity in wielding tbe 
fabre, he often caufed fbeep to be brought to him with their feet tied, and after 
they had been hung up he cut ofr their heads at a blow b. 

To thefe talents, which were common to the generality of his countrymen, he 
joined fame virtues more worthy of a fovereign. Tho' his foldiers in their difcon
tent were carried away by their prejudices, and reproached him with an iouriode
cate love of women, he was very dUlftc ; and is reported to have bad only one w'fe, 
to w m he was ever ~onftant. He fiept little; and ill bis campaigns. fuffered 
har~i1hips with great indifference. He was fo vigilant, as often to vifit the centi
nels in the night, not only in the .field, but a1fo in JSFAHAN. In labour he was in
defatigable, in danger intrepid; and what is properly the charaCteriftic of the man 
'Of honour, more than of the conqueror, he was a iet obferver of his word towards 
thofe for whom he ever profc{fed a friendlhip: he fhewed a great regard for A AI AN 

<>LA upon that account, even when he was' oonvinced that this general was contriving 
~lis ruin. 

THESE qualities procured him ref pee;, but he was too much feared to be beloved. 
His foldiers accufed him of a feverity in military difdpline; they charged him alfo 
with avarice., and that he had deprived tbem of the booty for which .they had 

bravely 
• It is (aid that lU;h a horrid frenzy had fej~ kim, that lie tore his own body with hi, teeth; tllat this 

r1lge .continued upon him for {even days, and he was juft ready to upire with the woued. which he had 
given himfelf, whell they put an end to his life. Tae Jcfwu and ccclcnaftiC$, who nave ltad the greatett 
{hare in colletling thIS aCCOiJot, might aggravate this part of the !lory; but as Providence does. I believe, 
interpoiO (om;;times to punith fuch murderers, ~e may fuppofe that he was marked out as an enmple of 
divJOe vengeance. 0 He i, reprefented alfo, fo ftrong, • to cut the bOtly of a ~ ill two at a ii'oke ; 
hut thdic ftoric:s ale genualJy cxagge-atetL. 
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~ the greaten: dangers a but above aU they could not for~ve his 

1IIi' ... __ t'lllirt'in the 6nt emotions uf his refermnent, .after the defeat of YEZD-~ that he 
they were as great beggars as when ~y nrO: came into PERSIA, th~t they 

Cit_lIII!:lrlt fight as bravely as they did chen. They could perhaps with more reafon. 
,"._-- reproached him with want of conduct, which was the chief caufe of his mif

.arrying. To this might be added his cruelty to his enemies; his want of fort i
tude under his difgraces; and if fuccefs had not in fome rneafure juftified his enter
prize of oon~uering ISFAHAN, it would have appeared ralli and extravagant. 

SUCH was the man, whom pofterity will hardly number among the eaftern heroes, 
tho' the blood he fpilt, and the mifchiefs he created, will give him a rank among 
the ravagers of the earth. That inconfiderace temerity, which conftituted the chief 
prt of his charatler, was tit only for making conquefts; to fecure them, other qua
lifications were ~t which he did not poKefs. He fat only two years and at 
half on the throneof PU.'SIA: but . fhort time was too long for bis reputation as 
a conqueror, andhc died verr feafonably for the intereft of the AFOHANS. 

PART 



ACCESSION OF AS H REFF TO 

THRONE OF FE R S I A IN 172,5. 

TILL THE 

PEAC E CON C L UD E D B ETWE EN TH IS PRINCB AND THE 

T U R K S IN 1727' 

C HAP. I. 

Charafler of ASHREFF: his hypocrify a"d artjul bebavi,ur to SHAH HUSSEIN. The 
princes of the blorJd, who hod bem murdered, buried at KOOM. ASfhlEFF pll1tijhes 
the conJpirators who placed him on the throne. His behaviour towards the mother 
of MAGHMUD. His cruelty to hi.s own brothtr. He endeavfJUf'J to render him
Jelf popular. 

T H E qualifications w nting in MAGHMUO, were united in the perfon of A.:iH- 172 5. 
REF, who was juftly confidered as the proper ft perfon to poffefs the 
throne. He was naturally fober, courageous, aetive, and vigilant. He 

had been inured to hardfhips from his earlieft life; and having acquir«l the accorn
plilhments of a ftatefman~ he had learnt at the fame time the art of diffimulation. 
and affeeted being moderate and upright: among the eaftern warriors he alfo paired 
for a con[ummate general. Upon the whole, it may be faid, that in ASHREFF were 
joined the val0ur and miKtary viltues of MlR MAGHMUD, to the moderation and 
~unning of MIa v AI S. 

TUE refiftance which the partifans of HHIUFF met with at the royal palace, ferved 
<is cl pretext for this new fultan to remove fome of his enemies. The very fame day 

Gg2 . ~ 



EIGN OF 
caufed «he guards of the late fultan to be put to the fword; and the minHters and 

.:,JlMi1iM1~ confidents of tbat prince undenvellt the fame fate. 

THE JCOULAR AGASSI 2
, named ALMAS, was tOO much attached to MAGHMUO's 

.......... ·tt- to imagine he fhould be excepted OUt of the number of the profc6bed ; 
dlerefore he endeavoured to faYe himfelf by flight. He was overtaken, and brought 
back to ISFAHAN, where they put him to· the rack, ill hopes of obliging ~im to 
difcovn' the treafures which he was fuppofed to have concealed. The unfortunate: 
!J.J. .AS bore ~ tortUre with great obftinacy; but as foon as [he executioners left 
him. he Dew his wife. ind n frabbed himfelf, to avoid the repetition of fuch un
worthy and ('rutl treatment 

0, an the officeI'! ORMU'D favoured 'th his confidcnce_ none had done 
fo much honour to bite ",.LMAS. He never ufed the .fceAd&ntwhich he had 
over his mailer, to I1J purpofe, than to foften the fetoclty ol'his natural dif- ' 
pofition, and divert him from barbarous refolutions. He had a foul generous, 
compaffionate, and liberal, of which he gave repeated inftances: (ar {rom endea
vouring to umulate riches, he even refufed to accept of prefcnts, though this. 
method of acquiring wealth IS authori2.ed by the practice of ASU.. The EURO
J>~ANS confidered him as their proteCtor; and joined the AFGHANS and the PER
SIA S in bewailing his death. Even ASHREFF himfe1f was mO\led at it, or affected 
to appear fo, in order to a .. ~oid the cenfure, which the fate of a man fo generalJr 
efteemed mull: have thrown upon him in the beginning of his reign. 

THE firll: impreffions in disfavour of ASHREH, were in fome meafllre effaced by 
his fubfequent conduct. He had hardly received the enfigns of royalty, when he 
waited on SHAH H SSE IN, and expatiating on the ill confequences of MAGHMUO'S 
ambition, preffed him to re-afcend the throne, which none but himfelf could law- . 
fu11y fill, The monarcb, natural1y of a timid difpofition, was rendered more cir
cumfpect by his preient fituation, and quickly faw jnco the artifice of this new TI

URIUS. He therefore made anfwer, "That he had too deep a refpeCt: for the de
U crees of Provid nee, which had obliged him to abdicate the filpreme power. to 
'f' accept of fuch offers, though fuggefted by an unexampled generolity; that fince 

he had defcended from the throne of his anceftors, heaven had opened his eye 
" in regard to the vanity of human grandeur; and therefore he now preferred the 
U fweets of an obfcure retreat, to the fplendor of his former condition, in which he 
" had always experienced an alloy of bitternefs and ~rolV." He took this occaLi n 
however to complain of the little regard hich MAGHMUO Jhewed to his perro al 
wants, and of the great cruelty eX'ercifed towards his family; then begging the new 
{ultan to be kinder to him, he invit d him, after the example of his predeceffor, to 
marry one of the princetres hii daughters. 

SHAH HUSSEIN baving thus fo}i.cited his enemy to poffefs his throne, without be
firation granted him a formal ad of abdication. ASHREFF theA took the title of 
king, and to convince SHAH HVSSEIN of the regard he paid to his reprefentations,. 
he allowed him fifty comans b a week for his noufhold; whereas, in the former 

• Cbjef of the Gaves. ,b An hundred twcnty·nve pounds. 
reign 



Chap. SULTAN ASH FF. 
reign, no more had been paid monthly. He Jikew~ gave him the dt ... ..A:._ ... .4:. 

the buildings, which were carrying on within the inclofure of the palace; and _~~_"" 
repudiating his wife, he married one of the prince1fes his daughters. whom MAOHMU 
had left in the harram, togther with other females of tbe royal blood. 

To render the memory of his predecetror odious, as welJ as to alleviate till! 
fliCtion of the unfortunate HUSSEIN, ASHREFF cauied the dead bodies of tbe __ W;< 
who were fl:ilI left above ground in the court where they had been mam.c 
PUt into coffins, and conveyed at his own ex pence a, with funeral POnlP 
the ancient burying place of the PERSIAN kings. With this melanchOly CAN1 .... ~L 
he fent fome rich carpets to decorate the matlfoleums, and a thouflnd tomaas to 
diftributed among the dervifees, and poor of the place. The caravan was receiYed 
at the gates of the palace by ~t numbers of people, who attended proce~ 
with all the tokens of the <1eePei fotrow, to the further end of the rohtbS. after 
which, it was conveyeo under 1m efcort of AFGHANS to KOOM, ' here the of 
lamentatIon was again renewed. 

THE officer who commanded at KOOM, depofited the bodies in the mofque, and 
fhewed a great regard to the AFGHAN commander, who had attended the convoy; 
but in compliance with the PItas I AN cuftom of abufing the meJfengers of bad news, 
a GEORGIAN of the company was very ill treated b. • 

ASHR UF had not been eight days upon the throne, when he fhewed by a bold 
frroke of politics, that he looked upon his authority as perfealy eftablifhed. He 
ordered thofe who were concerned in the confpiracy which placed him on the throne~ 
to be arrefted; and affeCting the appearance of jufrice in preference to gratjtude, he 
confifcated all their efrates, put fome of them to death, and imprifoned the refl:. 
Thus under the colour of juftice, this prince endeavoured to eftabli1h his own fecu
rity; but he had aIfo a further aim. By this blow, he removed feveral of the 
principal officers, whofe turbulent and emerprizing fpirit rendered them objeas of 
jealoufy; he likewife filled his coffers with the riches which the confpirators had 
acquired fince the taking of lSFAHAN. 

THE proud AMAN OLA, who had pretended to 1hare the throne with MAOHMUD, 
was among the number of thofe who peri1hed; the confideration of his daring in·· 
trepidity, as well as of his riches, ha.ftened his fate. He had been generaliffimo 
and prime minifter of the llfurper, and thefe employments afforded him an oppor
tunity of glutting his avarice; fo that his treafures were hardly inferior to thofe of 
the crown. This will not appear improbable, if it be confidered that the very pre
fents which he received at his entering upon the miniftry, amounted to nine thou
fand tomans" and that he obtained the confifcated eftates of moft of the PEllSlAN 
lords who had been maffacred under the Jafr reign . 

• They went carried on camels. ' ~()"me accountt fay his eyes were cot ~ot, which Cccms to 
be Co IUljuft and barbarous an aCti':>D, as hardly to be credible, fince tbis perfon was m DO dczrcc faulty. 
C Twmty-two thoufand live huodred P0l1nd5. 



Part X. 
DU.M of' 'r.4BUL~ formerly sovernor of the late rultan, and afterwards 

to the dignity of high prieft a, was ... next to AMAN OLA, the richeft man at 
By his prudence, and the ~h of his genius, he paffed for a fecond 

, .. _~,vAS1"ER among the credulous vutgat who attributed the greateft part of the 
: ,I.U!~I~ of the war to his forcery. The refpeCt which MAOHMUD paid him, increafed 

credit; for this prince did nothing without his advice, continuing to behave to
'WI1lU1 ' him in the fame refpettful manner as when he was under his tuition: he al
ways advanced half way to meet him, with his arms croired on his breaft; he then 
JdDi,d 'biS heads, and never attempted to take his place till this INDIAN was firO: 
~~ 

i 

!lOM thefe ci there was no reafon to believe that the MIANOI was 
concerned the ~; he was not indeed fufpetred of any fuch defign; but 
his great polfemo~" uch out Of charatler for a ptiqi, renaered him guilty. 
ASRREFF h.owever went farther tltan the confifcating of nia eifale; he even pro
mifed to {end him back by the firft opportunity to I".ANDAH Atl, with as much money 
as he Ihould have occafion for, to fpend the remainder of his days in quiet. 

THE reputation whi h ZUERDEST KHAN had acquired by the liege of SHIRASS, 
and his prudent condut'l: in the government of that city, which had been conferred 
on him by MAOHMUD, exempted him alfo in fome degree from the fate of the reft. 
His perfon however was felzed, and his goods confifcated: but the fultan beln] 
fenfible of his moderation and military abilities, fent him foon after to his goverlL( 
mcne, with a liberty of taking twenty thoufand tomans b OUt of his own confifcate 
eftate. 

THIS general was the only one that had his liberty ref10red to him; and of all 
the perrons of note either in the ,army 01' at court, none but SEIDAL, the [arne 

. whom SfiAH T A:HMAS had lately routed, and MAHOMMED NISCHAN, grand mafter 
of the ceremonies, remained unmolefted, either ,in their perfons or effeCts, The 
latter had always been upon terms of friendlhip with. A$HREFF, and was the chief 
perron who folicited his return from KAl'\DAHAR. . ' 

MAOHMUO'S mother had ftooped to m:ury a umpte officer of the guards, and 
could not be prevailed upon to quit her own country. till her nephew ASHREFF was 
upon the point of fetting out for I~FAHAN. The delire of feeing her fon in all 
the fplendor of his regal power, then determined her to undertake the journey. 
The PERsr ANS, fa much accuftoOled to pomp and {hew, were greatly furprized to 
fee the widow of the famous MIP. VAIS, and the mother of their fovereign, mounted 
on one of the {;amels of the caravan, and entering the capital of a kingdom, fubjeCt 
to her fon, without attendants. 

THE entreaties which this lady had ufed, to prevail on A.'~HREFF to return into 
PER.SIA, were not ,the only marks of her affeCtion towards him; it was chiefly at 
her folicitation that'MAcAMUD fpared his liJe. Gratitude or bt:nefits received 

felOOm 
·,The perron whom the TURKl call MUFTI, and the Pill.8UNS MU1.LAH BASHI, the AU 

lID.Qunuc MIAIIOI. II thouCand 



THE feverity, which ASHRUF fbewed to his younger brotltet, 
This prince~ being apprehenfive that according to the cuftom -r-__ ~_ 

be confined in the feraglio~ tried to make his ~ to KANDA :.'tillliIMiofi 

he was deprived of his fipt, aad d.en fh up in the very place M~1Ii1i1drW-"1Q 
fhewn fo great an averfion. A fon of MAGHMUD, yet in his cradft, wllI:lfUttd 
the fame manner; and as the J'IIIother~ who was then pregnant, furvived tht Ii 
her hufband only eigh days, it was prefumed that tbis princefs was ~iioned by the 
orders of the new kIDg. 

StrCH a {cries of cruelty did not alienate the minds of thc-people. They looked 
"pon the misfortune of thook princes, with the maffacre of the guards, nnnifiers, 
and favourites of MAGHMIJD, as an aa of prudence, authorized by cuftom: whilft 
the juftice which appeared in punifhing the contpirators, made his conduCt ~fs for 
an aCt: of.generofity. Th.us the new fulean fecured hi ~er, and took poffeffion 
of almoft all the riches that had been amatred in tbe pillaging of IS1 AHA)!', without 
forfeiting his reputation for moderation and eq uity. 

ASHREFF was indeed ambhious of the affeCtion, not only of the ~ple of his: 
own country, but likewife of the PERSIANS. For this purpofc:, immediately upon 
.his acceffion to the throne, he diftributed money among his foldiers; and eftablilhed 
K> exact a difcipline, that the fhops were all kept open by hii orders, from the very 
evening of MAGHMUD'S death. 

HE i01pofed no new tax, neither on the natives nor foreigners. but contented 
hiri1felf with caufing the fums which MAGHMUD had reftored during his iUnefs, ro· 
be brought back to the exchequer; pretending, that as this prince was then dt:li-
tious, fucll donations were not ·valid. . J 
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C HAP. n. 
Hill" t1ldeovou,.s to obtain the acknowledgment oj his jovereignl) in ~ANDAHAR. 

Ile forms a dtfign of foizi1lg the pet/on of SHAH T lEHM AS ' , takes KOOM, and maf 
/tlt1'U the PERSIAN /qrtiJ, who had difcloft3. his dtjigns ItpOl1 TlERMAS. 

1,25. SHREF F having thus fettled affairs in the capital, began to eftablifh his au· 
thority in the more difrant parts of the empire. His firR: care was to obtain 

an ac gment of his fovereignty in the kingdom of KANDAHAR. With this 
, e privately fent fevenl officers with orders to join all his parry in the coun -

try, in order to tmte difturbance, b means of which they might feize or 
ddt:roy HUSSlt JutA, brother of the late ufurper MA(}HMUD. What fteps 
thofe emilraries rook On occafion, ale oot known; tiut it is ce ain that the at-
empt proved abo 

THE new king did not fucceecl better in a fcheme of ater importance. He 
had hardly paned from the priton to the throne, when he availed himfdf of the 
correfpondencc into whi h he h J entered wIth SII AH T.IE H MAS, to make a vi
gorous dforc to fc ize the penon of, this prince his competitor. He could not im
pore on the father by an offer of the diadem, but he fent a magnificent embalfy to 
the fOIl, making almoft the CaDle propofals. The deputies had orders to explain 
to T IEHMA what haa paffed relating to this fubjed:; to perruade him that their 
mafter perfifted ill thefe ferWments. and that he defired a place might be appointed 
for an interview, to regulate their refi">ed:ive inrerefts, fo that they might jointly en
gage in fuch meafures as were moR: fuitable to re-eftablifh peace and good order 
in the empire. Thefe deputies were charged with a preCent for TLEHMAS, of t n 
beautiful horfes richly caparifoned, like thofe which the kings of PERSIA ufllally 
ride. 

AT the fame time, the artful ASHREFF difpatched circular letters to every place 
which acknowledged the authority of T lEHMA , to notify his pacific meafures to 
the commanding officers, and to allure th m that tbe AFCHANS would commit no 
act: of hoftility before this interview. 

WHILE the emba/fadors were upon the road, T ...£HMAS not knowing of the death 
of MACHMUD, was advanced as far as CASHAN. Here he met with SEIDAL, who 
flattering himfelf with the hopes of revenge, had marched with a more numerous 
bqdy of forces than he had with him at his former defeat. Theie twO armies at
tacked each other with great vigor; but fortune h ing declared a fecond rime 
againft the AfCHANS, ~ were compelled to give way, and at length were to· 
tally routed. 

ASHREFF however determined to purfue his political {chemes. The PERSIAN 

lords, already mentioned. ventured to write jointly to T lEHM AS, informing him. of 
the 

'T&:HMAS is called SHAH and printtindUferently; he had taken the name of SHA" as al,ca'dy 
. ned, tho' his rep authority can hardly be (!Wi to have been eilablilhed. 
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the death of the ofUrprr, and of what had paBCd lioce that time ':lt ISF A H AN. And 
as they were apprebenfive, that the real motive of the proroted int('rview was l 
draw this prince into a fnare, they recommendtXl to him tD be upon his guard 
Unluckily fer T lEHMAS, and yet more for his adherent!'!, the bearer of this lett 
was £topped by fome of the A~GHANS th~~ wert' Tet.reating after the cngagemel 
and carned before SEIDAL; th!1 gen t 1 klzed the dlfpat h~ and t~ hi' a 
at ISF AJ-tAN delivered the meffenger, together with the letters found upon him, 
the hands of ASH. Hr. 

IN the mean while the dtApntics returned with an nnfwer, that T &.H 
had retired towards cAsal", had chofcn the plains of v a."MIR· d~ iutefvi 
ASHRE.FF fet out immediately with a. body Of twelve thoufaad 
firfi: at the place of afiignation. T .il!iHMAS was advaJlcing It, Wltflllllt 
with no mOJe tban three- ebol1fand men I ben he received advice, that. AS'" Err 
was followed by a mucJt greater number of troops than they had nnJIU<Ul1 .,red 
to take for their efcort. This intelligence opened T lEHM AS'S eyes, but :the aefire 
of being revengtd of Mir per~dy, and the confidence he had acquired DY his late 
viCtories, tempted him to try the fortune of a battle. 

THE troops he had with him were of two different fotts, PI ISlA " and KHA· 

J !.llS. The Jatter, who were the mo(t nllmeI'Otl~, infifted, that in confidtration of 
their great fervices, the prince would promile, that in cafe of fucte1i f the ATHl

MAT DOULB1' fhould be always chofen from their body. The KEZUBACHS oppofed 
futh an innqvation. The dilj:>Ute, whieh feemed to be ery ill-timed, divided thts 
little army into two oppofite faCl:-ions. T lEHMAS perceiving that hill authority was 
too feeble to ql1afb the Elifturbauce, refolved to retreat; but his cUI·io.fuy prevailing 
over fear, he kept only a thoufand rhen with him, and ordered A&fUR ASLAN 

KHAlIf d, one of his general officers, to march with the other twO thoufand, to reeon
tl'Oitre the AFGHA s. This general had fo:)O demonfrrltive proofs of what he wa 
fent to difcover: the AFGHANS having already pa{fed the limits agreed upon, were 
in full march; and the number and difpofition of their ttoops plainly lhewed that 
theit deGgn was to furrpuna the SHAH. The JlHA immediately difpatched fome 
horfmen to :lcquaint this prince, that nothing but a fpeedy flight could f~ve him 
from the treachery of the enemy. 

IH1: advice arri\fed at the Very interval that ASHllErF hoo detached a body of 
two thoufand five hundred men, with orders to make a winding, and cut off the 
prince's retreat. T .£HMAS perceiving this danger, abandoned his troops, and fled 
to T ;gHIIlAN, attended only by two hundred men. AMUR AStAN K.HAH+ who was 
foon hemmed in by the _UOIUNS, put himfelf in a pofture of defence. The engage~ 
ment, was obfrinate, but this brave general. after twice repulfing his enemies~ gave way 
to nllmbers; he was in the utmoft danger of being cru~ when the approach of 
night preferved him, and as many of his foldiers as could faye themfelfcaby flight, 

, and 

a ThU pla~ is called ItO 0 M and T .... H I ItA N. -' This was iD tb,e betillnmi of Avevs T this 
year. ' K iZ ELBA C If S. • This was the me by ",hafc orden t'lie .. II II If fatlory wa. 
plllapd in HSND in h74S3. Vol. r. . . 
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THE REIGN OF Part X. 
the neighbouring mountains. In a few days he arrived at 

T .-£HMAS, who h'ld retired thither, being apprehenfive left the enemI lhould fol-
him, continued his march with great expedition i.nto M AZAND£RAN. The 

ggednefs of the mountains, which furround this province, has often rendered it 
the affyhun of the PERSIAN kings: here thi!l prince took (belter, followed by his 
general AMUR ASI.AN KHAN, and thofe whore horfes could bear the fatigue offo 
precipiwe a march. The prudc:nce of this condutl: was foon proved by the event. 
ASHa, • being perfuadcd that T..£HM AS was fti)) at TlEHIRA , refolved to furprize 
him ~ he could ~ remove from thence. With this intent, he com-
pel~ the peafan ~o )a5 g.uides, and foon appeared with his army before 
the walla Of tbe difcGverjlll TJEHMAS WIlS fled, he ordered his 
troops to attack t the behaved fo well, at he was obliged 
to abandon his eAtciJ .. ;';.., 

BEn~G.:sreatI1 irrita~ at his dlfappointment, and the laborious march he had 
made in vain, ASH1UFF 4irea:ed his courfe fouthward towards S,\VA, which furren
dered by capitulation. He aftenvarci~ m:1rcheJ to ~OOM, a city of glUt import
ance, and before wJUCh -he muft in aU probability have mifcarried, had the inhabi
tants been prepared for his reception; but the want of provifion obliged them 
to capitulate, after a flege of eight days. The fultan more politic than his pre
decelfor, obferved the conditions of his treaties very ftrittly. By the reduction of 
KOOM, he became matter of. twenty pieces of cannon, and three elephants: he a1fo 
found fome treafure belonging to TJEHMAS, tog :ther with the wife, and part of the 
court of this prince. However, his fortune here did not compenfate for the failure 
of his plot; and he returned to ISFAHAN vexed at his difappointment, and not lers 
unea(y at the accounts he received of the new enterprizes of the OTTOMAN court. 

THE apprehenfion of bein~ charged with cruelty, which had rendered the me
mary of his predeceffor fo odlol1s, was the only motive which had induced the [ul
tan to fpare the lives of the authors of the letter already mentioned; and though 
this had been intercepted, it was prefumed that others of the fame nature might 
have raifed a lufpicion of his defigns. However, he now thought it elfential to his 
prefervation to exterminate this remnant of the nobility, from an apprehenfion that 
he fhould ever be fubject to their treafOnable correfpoodency. Accordingly he 
alfembled them at his country-palace of fERHA_AD, under pretence of a hunting
match; and having conviCted them of holding a correfpondence with his enemies, 
be condemned them to be beheaded; wAich fcnteQ(e was executed upon the fpot. 
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C HAP. lIT. 

Duzth of PETER the GR EAT. Deplorable /late of tbe PI:: IHIAN monarchy. 
take T A VRIS and GAN] A. ACHMED BASHA ta'ku poJJejJion lif LORISTAN. 

vijion amo1rg the BACTIARtS. The VAl.l tI!iVR1STA.. makej em hhit1'J1m into tbe 
territory of BAGDAT, 

T HE conqt ells which the TURKS had made the preceding year, and 
lence into which the RUS IANS feemed to have fallen, wirh rapelc to Itlil t 

gave the former a fuperiority, at which their new allie beg -take umbrage. 
The inconveniencies which the PORTE apprehended in waging r againft the AF

G HANS, on account of their being SU'NNIS, and the very nam of emperor of 
k us S I A, kept them in the rerol unon of adhering to t heir engagements, hen they 
received notice of the death of that monarch. General ROMANZOFl'·, envoy extra 
ordinary cf RUSSIA for th' ratification of the treaty, and commiiTary for regulating 
the limitS in PERSIA, was fenfibJe of the difficulties which this accident would create 
in the execution d his commiffion. However, he kept his own counfeJ, and en. 
deavoured to perfuade the TURKS, that the emprd's CATHARINE had adopted fuch 
meafures, as would prevent the death of his much lamented mafter from making 
ahy alteralion in the iyftem of affairs in the RUSSIAN' empire. 

THt! grand vizir pretended to be convinced of the truth of what he raid; and de
clared that the intention of the GRAND SJGI'JIOR was to conform exadly to the en
gagements, which he had entered lntO with the deceafeel monarch; and therefore, 
he would immediately difpatch the com miff aries, who were to regulate the Jimiu 
upon the fp('\t. Neverchelels, under the pretence of putting the POR TE in poffer
flon of the provinces, which were fallen to her fhart by the partition treaty, the 
vizir had no other view than to extend the frontiers of the OTTOMAN empire. 
F or this purpofe, he made extraordinary preparations, that the armies which were 
to act againft P E R SIA, might be in a condition of making new conquefts. 

THlS diftreffed monarchy was thus a prey to feveral different enemies at one and 
the fame time. T he p oi\. 'rE had ftripped her of GEORGI A, of almoft all ARME T A, 

and part of ADERBEITZAN. The CZAR was mafrer of a1l the:: weftern coaft of the 
CASPIA ,except SHAMAKIE \ which was in the hands of the LESGEES. KHORA.· 

SAN, KHERMAN, K.ANDAHAR, and the governments of ISFAH AN and SHIRASS, were 
in the power of the AFcrU NS or their affociatt;s. The authority of !a.fAH T lEH

MAS was acknowleged only in MAZA . DERAN, A1STRA BAD, and fome few place9 
of IRAC AGEMI. The reft of the provinces which had not openly revolted, either 
derpifed the orders of this prince, or formed independent armies, which attacked 
indifcriminately the RUSSIANS, the TURKS, and the AFGHANS. 

THESE tr0ubks 1'Oon reached fome of the provinces lately conquered by fhe 
TUR KS. The fovereign C of the LESGEES, who had put himfelf umler the protection 
Of the NRTE, Olook off this new yoke. and attacked HAHDOEE DAOUD, who he!d 

H h 2 SHA-

• I am not fare that he was at this tjme a general, though he was fa afterwards. b Tbil City 
Aood a few leagues inland. C OIlSI4AI • 

• 




