
OF Part X. 

THI caMpaign .nea in M 1". and .UDElUlARMAM" BEG, fon of ABDAL-

LAH KOV OLI .... IRA of, VAN, gai.ned fame advantages over the P£ISIANS, on ' 

the fule of TAV~r!l. :After which he hlade hlmfelf mafter of the city of MAllAND,. 

aDd Of the fortrefs of ZENOtTS, without any refiftance. 

ABOtTT this time LATIF KHAN, It nephew of SHAH HUSSEnr, upon the credit of his. 
afirologers, appeared before HAMADA with fome troops, and ~cording to their 
prediClion he entered the to n, bUt in a different manner from what he expeCted; 
for he was carried Off by a detidiment belongi g to the garrifon, and led into the 
city as • prifoncr of war. 

THEn advantages were followod by conquefrs of greater importance. The POR TE~ 
not having fucceeded againft TAVRlS, d~termined to fend a fufficient number of 
troops to reduce that place, where the number of inhabitants fit [0 bear arm wa$ 
very large; and who, from a generous refolution of defending tht-mfelves to the 
laft extr(!miry. had rent their families and moft valuable effeCts into the mountains 
of CHILAN. The command of the army d .figned againft this city was given to 
.ABDALLAH KOUPROLI, BASHA of VAN: eleven thouf811d TAR TARS, who palfed over 
into ASIA, by the 4yof CONSTANTINOPLE, were ordered to join him and alfo 
the BlOLEllUO Of)lATOLIA. with the troops of his government. This general 
having collf:Cl:e,d a body of revellty thollfand men, did not tliink it nece1fary to 
wait for th(fe relnfor ementS. but put himfelf at me head of bis army, and the 
thirtieth of J U L v appeared before this great city. 

THI PillS IAN general did not wait wllin ruinous walls, but took the field at 
"on ,as the TtTll KS appeared in fight. His army confifted chiefly of ~he inhabitants, 

ho underftood the ufe of arms, but had nOl been accuftomed to military difci
line; however, they determined to force their mcmi~s to an eopgemenr, bef9fe 

'I . intrench ,bcmfd,CI. 



. 
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THE BASH faw into their ddign: as foon as he puceivod that die·~~ 01 
thofe who had marched Out of the town amoun:ed to twenty or thirty thouf4Qd 
men, in refentment of what had paifed the preceding year, he fell on t~m with 
t.he fury of an eoraged enemy. The PERS1AN$ flood their ground; anci frdh rUt .. 

cours continually pouring in, they fought on both fides with equal bravery tlll 
night, when the PERSIANS, being routed on every r~ flung thcmfcl i 
lItU1Qit confufion into the town. 

THE 'JlURJtS were fo eager in the purfuit, that they entered ~l.mdJ 
and the fight was renewed with incredible obllinacy. The; irih' harlr.:fIIlj 
up intrenchments in the nioe different quarters, of which thi . 
and defended themfelves with the fame bravery and ref~:i<WI.-rIIJ.\JJ~. 
therto difplayed on all oCCaJioDI &. ThC'Tu four cia 
they made tHemfdves •• vea oj enannchmcnu. .-PItwitMMlittea 
made repeated aiaulES: at Jcagth, on the tbmi A OUST, bGut. ~1iIN~ 
men, who had retired to the two Jafr entrenchments, finding themfe unable to 
hold out any longer, oli:red to pinaltte; in c:onfeqtleMe of which, they ere per 
lIlitted to retire to ARl)8VlLr.:at wi wh ctrea. they: could carry with the • 

F EW fieges have been fo bloed, this. The pn.sIAN8~ aear thirfy thopfanc;L 
JIlen, and the TVRKS about tweAty thoufand; among whom wtte OSMAN BASHA of 
OURPA, who commanded the ,.ight wing .,ft~ army, the IA.SH of C,£RAMANJA, 

and many other otEcers of diftintlion. 

T,u! n.ew; of f~ import~nt a oonqueft, was an a.ueeabJe furprize to the OIlA " 
$IG~HOR.; and [he more, as it was hardJy be1je~ that AIDAUAH K.OVPJ.01.l h 
;1S yet undertaken the liege. Soon after, the fort..,fs of LORI furregdtted [0 IAV, 

MUST A F A. The BA HA of BAGDAT made himfeJf mafter of iveral falall towns II,. 

fitul ted within a few days journey of HAMADA N, in the road to ISiAMA • 

NOTHI NG more was wanting to complete the fatisfat'tion of the OTT.OMAS court, 
• tban to be revenged of the affront which one of her generala had reuivc:d before 

the walls of GANJ.A, in J723 . SAVl MUSTAFA, who had cor1querc& LORE., was . 
charO'ed with this new expeclipon: towards the end of eAUGVt1', he bdieged the 
plac~ with an army of forty thoufand' men, and after cwo days refaftana, tl\e com~ 

• manding officer furrendereci by capitulation. 

SAVI MUST. FA, then marched into SHJJlVAN: in hopes to: fuhl.iue-the LUCUS. 
bur he did not fucceed in this expedition: for the weather letting in very lhirp. 
his foldiers def< rted in fuch great numbers~ that he was obliged to retire. To make 
amends for this difappointment, AHR fubmitted voluntaril)t to A-4iDA&,;LA-ft BASltA, . 

110-confirme the governor in his .office. 
-. 

WHILST 

The taking OfTA""U, as thos Nlaed by the 'l'u"~" (eems CO be exsg«ated wi. regard to the" 
nlJmW aud bravery of tlc J' us I A II •• as if they meant ~ rhi~ circumftaDcc to rendea' tbe ODqUC/l t"" 
rporc..liftialoilbtd. b The(e arecaJled AUUT".,CUNCUI.' aovua.1le pea whaEll. 
do find 10 aDY _ap. Co imperka are \h. wa JC'fca C8 PUll.. • 



". . . .- . 
• Ar E~t111i viCtory, tt.te BAStil!{f.MOSUL adv~cc!d withi~ -f~ur ~J tWen~y leag~es • 

• OfISFAH , ; a would dollb~lcfs oove approached nearer, J£he.had not me~ w.:th 
the advance pafts of he AFOlt A N$, .agamfi.""whon'l, as there was no 'declaratl90 of 

• : Wlr, he f.liefnot C;Q1Ilmit"an'Yact of, ho(liliry. The BACTfARlS, who were tetired 
with ~neir fjo ks ~ 0 the' mo.ul~tain fOlJ.ght for art' 0 pgrtunity to revenge tll.ir de

. ,,:,;.:.f<;at.; a~ harraffed the lYRK~ by fr~quenr andJudden attacks. TJle.JrAsH~"1.lJlac, 
- 'Cuilomed 'to t~s methorl o£fighting; was more difp~J. to retrea'c 'than pl.l1!fu~ 'his 

. viB:ory, when ~e w~s informed t~ the eiiemy h d i~vadeQ. BACD4 T. "he VALl of 
LORIST" N. tho' lrnable to !taRa-agtrinft (,j:le ()T'J'OM N army, carried"the \var into the 

.- T (I RKISH dominions, by whidl menI1f foon 1>bltgetf them to .abantlolTJiis province. 
The KHA s of :A HO U A~ and su STDR, cbny'nced ot the fhality of plundering a COUn'" 

... try 

" Ds 1:18LE calls the capital by the fame name as tac: p;o;ince. \'i'L~ tORISTA'N. b AllovAS 
((ems to be the proper name th<:J;apitalof thi country, jFjt i nco lt1lourin~ to' LolltsTA ,tho'..in 
r 'j~C 159. H O 'S/.R nelf UFA N is repr-erented as the c~pi tal. BACTIARlA IS a countr,. which docs 
nO{ apptlaf in m"p· nnder that Dame J's (ometi 5 nfounded with the ani.ltnt 8A.CTRIA, a coontr,. 
'J'lite n:mCt" bol'41crillg on or ~onllit '~par of II' J) a Pi! D,," T A It T" K 1. ' (nl the caJicrn lirle of tac 
C SP\.\ sa.,.. DE I.~JSI 11 • a II" T'''''"' ,to the no of £01.0. C (~18 ~ be Ie ctty 

, much in the ark with re(pe to thl;,countties border~ on AI ADt ; but uis i.Q IIC1lioll feeuu to be 
Dlea.nt of that cpunn-y, of w~ich "HOUAi is the c.rit~I, acdtding to DI L'IUi. 



Chap. IV. S U L TAN A § H REF F. 
try, which l)y tbe BASHA'S excur«on; was left J~fencel , joined him, and formed 

. an 'armyof nc<fr twenty thollf.1ne~mqt. They entered' the territories of lIAGDAT, 
and fpread terror and defolation over all the:country, a~ , far as the capital. The two 

.' daughters Qf the VALl, whc1 fought by his fide at the bank. of GULNABAD, were 
inducea by their filial d\lty and military genius to attend their father jJt _ ex~i
tioo; \is they hau a1fo dO,ne in a Jate'"incurfion towards IASSOA..t, from whence t 

, (ather Teturned loaded with a co~fiderabre booty. ,; •• ' ... 
. . . . . 

. . THE prudent c"ondutl: of the VALl produced tht e£fea: which he eXpeded. 
as ACHM.E1> B~SH~4. heard that the enemy were ravaging his gover~~ hc.:.fCril 
clers tr> the ~SHA of MOSUL to rejoin his army~ and left. the: VAL ..at liberty to 

'tum home by another rout. The TV'II.K.S loft aSllat nu~be"of . this ex 
dition: all th~ ad vantage they reaped i-om .it, was Ilhe, empt of havitfg 

• marc ted. withilf.'ilirttdays journey of II! Ali AN. • • ' 
.~ .. . . 

• C H. A.}!.' IV.' 

Cf'i2e RUS~IANS fJNaJj at "tm &o,iqut}ts-ma4e-by tbe TURKS. - StK&efs oj ;bl-JUSSIAoN 

arm! in. PERSIA. - 'fhe TU iK.S .i!t.ade JeHtillg tbe lintlls ",the;r CDlIq;ifls fl,'ilb fhi 

~USSIAJ'1 refident. ASI:J.REFFJends ~1l.e!1tbaJfodor.1! the p.paTi. ~bnrliller 0 tbis ," 
rninifler. He is admITted 10 an audience oj..tl:e g,'and vizir. '.'llit Cli/trC1lcU who 1/'6 . ,. 
TURKISH miniJ!.ers 

T H I;: ra~idity of there cqnql1efts gavqveanlneafittefs to the "S!1A~ m1oiftep,. , 
- Sin~ the-takingbI'l'A",R.JS, the.QRAN'o sI9N1(7R at1"et'ted lefs ,con~e.icenfJon • " 

J'pw~rd!> that colirt; and no\v the i1Tiportant foccetres 01' the Tai campilgn,. to~thct': •. 
widi the flow p'rogrefs of there new aInq, great11 diminijhed rb~regar hil.:!I h~d.. " 

- been !hewn.them before the death of PETE;' the GUAT. . "": ' • .r'~, 
• .. a"" ,J-. • .. • • ... • .. 

. . ..., ~ ,. .,. It· 

• THE ina,Cl:ion of'the RlfsSIANS in PiJl>STA, was 'Owi rr to the circ\,Ul\ftaoc·c.'s d'f the' 
cou~ of ST. PE,TEl\SBURO. There wa~ , fome r~afon.to tear, ttl m Ii. J1~ WJS' l1ot • 
f&' fec'Wrel¥ eftablifbed, as' to vcntur<! up'0n the purfuit. of.~nQueas A ~1 A, .by 

" whic;h nothingcoqld be gained; a'r.,d' whi<::h;it ili '£rob:rOle,~re rmean ol'l"llny 
other a'tount tban to check t?ie TUR KS, and to get ,potreffion Of the 1ilk, trade. 
,Al1d ¢>' for the.SWJDES and other neirrhbour,ing I?owers ;.be'Qg no IOl'\gers:eftrair1'cd 
by the reElltation ,which the Cz"Alt .had acquired, they m1ght be .tJt.e more dilfx}(ed 
to feize the ~ favourable opportunity to reriew".br, f~rm .pretenijotrs,; for whjd~ 
fovereigns are llev~r without reafons.· ." •• _,. . . 

THE It USSlAtlS, however:' du;i;g..thl~ time had obtained fome advantages in, PER.

. SIA. Lieutenan( gener;;! MASTUMqN having been i~formed, 'tha~ the late vizir of 
lUSHD had bwilt a fort on the confines of GHILA~ toward MAZANDE'RAN, with II 
defign 'ai molefting his foragers;. he fent il Iilody of "troops; thither in the month of 

.. •. JU I, '. ' frequent mention of thrs circumtlancc: &ivu tbf! tion t.O' air of romance; but bec:aufe the 
orig!D writers ofothefo wars do rr.ention i\ .n, therdore it fccms to. deftrle b lief. Wt: 1C 9Jl1y, to 
corWdcr them as ,aut.lliil Ultlination, as maDY.JV~ ar • 
3 



a see Vol. r. 
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Ttl E arrival of this embaffador, induced the POR TB to beli~e, 
intimidated by the fuccefs of the OTTOMA~ arms in tb:: lafl: C(jtiiP.lf21~ 
knowledge tht GRAND SIGNJOR as IMAM \ and fue for 
ev r it \\'3S determined in council, that this minifter 1hould be 
limple meffenf2;er, deputed by a prince of the fame ~ligion as the " .. ~~ 
Azrz elCpeCteJ an audience as an embaffador from a king of th~ rea aft~ 
but perceiving tHat cOUrt: did not inknd to acknowledge him in 
ratter at all, he pretendC'd to &e in. and deured to be removed to c 
As it was the intention of the rOR T E to grant him an audience, .I....._.~ .... ,u.i 

fented to his requdl, whidi ~tb;tps had been fug~ to him: but _'*': 
galley, according to the cullom obferved towards tlua1fadors, he as 
fimple gondola. . 

ASAR HF'S propofals were very Ilold. and far from being couched in tbe mod-
fpeEtful terms. This prince in his Jetter affumed the: pompous title of IURa 
kings; he concluded it with four ARA.BIAN verfes, the fenfe of which fccma to be 
very romantic, as well as imperious. viz. 

u The h'lbre and the lance are our fweet balil ; 
" \' e defpife the daffodil and myrrh; 
" Our drink is the blood of our enemies, 
" And their fkul s ferve us for our cups. 'f 

TljE fentence on the {ji;net ~ was of the 'tame nature. "Th faithfUl 08Rti1Mr 
" the (ommandments of tht meil high; the duft of tbe feet of the fOUl MI ..... 

,.' ABUBEKER, OAtAR, OSMAN, and ALI, is A HR!fF, by the divine pe:rtJll1CU,QIl: 
" come th.~ moll: illuftriou9 of the fovereigns 0 the earth," . . 



, 
• lookuJ upon the haughtinef. of AtHalFl as .unpardonable, the miniflers were very 

Grous that the people fhould approve of the war, fo that they fpared no pains to 
ioftame their refentments. 

IN the mean time ABDUL AZIZ fupported his mafter's intereft, with a confidence 
anf .. erable to the pompous title which that prince had a1fumed. The negotiation .21._ to tend more to mortify the TURKS', than the refufal of the OTTOMAN court 
_c,~_.owled~ ABDUL AZIZ as embaffador, had humbled this AFGHAN. He be

va! ~ thefe delicate circumftances, with great intrepidity, and as much , 
~6dence, -as if he h been acknowledged in a public character; infomuch, that 
*~litifters of the ot D 10HIOR be~n at Jength to be embarraffed. In the an- , 

Which the MUI:T d the expouriddla of the law at CONST ANTINOPLE, gave 
'to a letter written to by the- JA 01 and the expc:>UUdeJl of the law at {SF A-

HAN, we find dae p<?ints on whi thefe confcrenaJl~ 

!LIOION was the o~ed: on which the AFGHANS founded their ~fions. ABDUL 

f tied the TURKS, with having failed in an cffc:ntial point of their faith 
making all their efforts, as the HCHANS had done, to deftroy the monarchy 

of'the SCH!AS. He aJlowed, that the GRAND SICNIOR was lawful IMAM in TURKEY; 

but he added, tho:c chis did IIOt hinder ASHRE'" and his fucceOOrs from being IMJ\MS 

in PERSIA; efpccialJy, as a fingle chief is not fufficient to govern countries fo vafrly 
extended, as thofe poffeffeU by muffulmen. He maintained. that a conqueror, ac
knowledged by the grandee. of a kingdom, was the lawful f'overcign of it; and as 
fuch had a nght to claim the towns and provinces which had been torn from it; 
fmee his fovereignty extended to thofe provinces and towns, as well as to places 
where his authority was eftablifhed. 

THE TURKISH commiffaries appointed to treat with him, made anfwer, that the 
wars which the GR'AND SlGNIOR had been obliged to maintain againft the diffi rent 
~hriftian powers, had preventea his deftroying the empire of the SCHIAS ~ that he 
had deprived rhe SCHJAS of many confiJ rable provinces, and as foon as the ~ace 
concluded with the princes of EUROPE afforded him leifure, he would accomptilh 

e work. They added, that according to Jaw and tradition, there could not be 
more 9tan one JNA'M at a time, uniefs their dOminions were feparated by the fea, 

hich m~r pr vent all communication: that this wa not the cafe with refpeB: to 
RSIA; nor was ISF A HAN at fuch a i.iiftanc~ as 1'.6 render th(! nomination of nother 

chief necdrary; finee under the reign of OMAR, whofe t'mpire extendt>..d from MEC

CA to HAMADA , a plurality of CALIPHS, had never been acknowledged i that tbe 
foverdgnty of the conqul'fts made by the AFGHANS, as weJI as of [bore made by tl1e 
GRAN!) SJO 10R t belong ·J of right to this monarch. in qUAlity of UUM; while the 
AFGHANS could pretend to nothbJ a he r, than the movt:able goods of the people 

h We, anqui • and they ddied ABDUL AZJZ to 'prove the contrary. 



A 

C HAP. V. 

!'he TUltKUH minijlers propofe l.fleriu 10 the MUFTI, rela#"l'fJ tbe ( • ./Imcy 'f II "tIp
turewith ASHREFF. Anjw r of the MUFTI. 'Ihe PORTE dec14reswM IIgainfl ASH

REFF. 'Ihe AfGHAN embaiJador lea"t.JtS CONSTANTINOPLE. CAli! rttrrt"WJ t. 
ABDA;LL A.H BASH A. Difpute lie/we", tbe TURKISH ge""flis. Mij""tltrl,4,,'418Mfoo 
t'Wtm the llUSSIANS and TURItS. ABDALLAH J$ASHA .efeats T 4HMAS'S 1~~fJ.1~.~~~1 
!flre AllDEVILLI. 

'i1"" H E TURKISH minil1:ers perfifted in maintaining that there ceutd be ooly 
.1. IMAM, and that this UdAll ought to be the G1t:AND SIONIO., not only 011 

aq::oullt of his he~ditary ~yereignty, but becaufe he had in his power ~nci
pal places of worlhip of the three written re gions a. This difputf'., cht of 
which feemed to reft on the longeft fword, was however fupported by A nUL AZI'I.: 
who anfwered undauntedly, if the mu1felmen of the two empiret could ac
knowledge only the fame head, this title was due to ASH1UFF, as defceDded from 
the ilIuftrious tribe of COR-AICH', to whom the dignity of CALIPH by right belongs, 
and as deftroyer of the monarchy of the SCHIAS l and not to a prince born among a 
nation of an obfcure original. who, not fatMed with granting peace to heretics. 
had. by a treaty contrary to the law~ delivered into the hands of irifidCIs, 1everaJ 
Cities C in which mofques had been erected. 

THESE conferences ferved to increafe the animolity of both parties. The PORTE 
was defirous of w.ar; but as the MAH01IUIEDANS look upon it as vile and difhonollr
able to declar~ war againft a people of their own feet, the TUllKS would have been 
glad at leaft, that ASRREfF thould lay them under a necemty of breaking with him, 
or to find fome proper reafon for a rupture: the moll: plalllible feemed to arife from 
the very nature of the negotiation, efped Uy as A BDUL A ZlZ in the courfe of the ar
gument, pretended to prove his matter fuperior in birth and dignity to the GI AND 

SlGNIOR. -

THE letters which pa{fed between the MUFTI of co ST ANTTNOPLE, and the MI

AN GI of (Sf ARAN already m ntioned, were made public, and fcrved as a manitefto; 
and per' aps had a ftronger efttc, than if it had borhe that tideo; for it as ftlade 
ufe of to conciliate the minds of the people to a rupture with the AfGHANS. The 
PUR TE then demanded the FE TF A d of thl: M lIFTJ, propoiing the folio ing queries: 

" 1. WHETHER it be p_rmitted by the law, for the true bJi~ven to ackno Ie ~ 
" and obey two di erer~: (;hiefs at one and the fame time? 

I i U Z. 1M 
a Mice", becaufe of the temple, ... tiich they fay AB'lAHUt, filtbit' of the HU"'W btU1l tlwre. 

a"d a5 ri.e phce where MAHOMMaD wa horn: JERUSALEM, rt"fl'~aed by the JIWS, and qujch mtC'C 
10 b! l e cbrj!lj:;os: and ~IEDINA, e (eat oftlH: empil'':, and buri;n\.-r l:\ce of ~ir prophet •• Itd ~ 
the hrft Cf\ LIPHS his fucceU' rs. (, The tribe of /of A HOM MBV, one ot' the moil iIlettripIJ. ~ .nce • 
who W rc: ditlinguitbed by HII:U' cale oftbe tcmolt which was iJltrufit"J 10 them. c Bu.Qa4Dp 
C W17' to the emperor by the treaty of .fA.u.aow'Tz, auJ DU ltD! D to the ftIlpire or: all .... 

• lice plI.,e 101. 



REIGN 01- Part X. 

The defender of juftice, zealous for the four frieljJs b, 

Is ACHMiD, fon of the wlrlike MAHOMMED, ever accuftomed to filuc.lue his 
" enemies. 

cc By the eternal truth, ASHREFF i not the ~oft illuftrious of the kings of the 
4' earth: 

U He is a paIte kneaded with the leaven of: MIll V AIS, a rebel, a fymbol of 
" ignominy." 

IF we confider with what a blind enthuLiafin fo~ religious wars have been car
ried on in EUROPE, we {hall not be furprized at thefe romantic preludes to the Jbed
ding of MAHOMMEDAN blood. After thefe conteIts; ABDUL AZIZ ban his audience 
of leave from the grand vizir on the laft day of MAP.CH, with very little ceremony. 
This minilter however prefented him with teo purfcs C for bimfelf~ one for his ne
phew, who had accompanied him in his j~urney, and another for his chaplain. He 
lifo tent a very fine watch for ASHREFF'S ATHEMAT DOUUT, in ackl)owleJgment 
lOr a ftring of pearls which he had received from tbat minift~r. The next qay AB

DUL AZIZ took his leave of the MUFTI, and departed for BAODAT under the conduct 
Qf a Tua IS AQA. 

THE APOH AN 

j1e was ai"rttbd 
The roan in 

embafl'ador ilia (carce tered, the province of DIARJlEKIR, when 
the commandant of KERKUJA, a fonrers near the EUPHRATES. 

r to authorize fuch proceeding, gave out that ASHllEFY had 
fet 



.Chap. v. ASHR EFF. 
fet the example, by confining, in 'the common jail,. an officer whom ACHM'tD BA. 

H,\ hall fent to him. It may be pre!Llmed, that the OJ.AND SIGNIOIl was unwil
lint; this envoy iliould infurm ASAaEFr, of the repugnance which the Tva ISH army 
fhewed QQ tbe war. ' 

THE It U 55) AN minHler at the ,P()R T E having learnt that a body of TURKS ha{l ad. 
'vanced towards GHILAN, made hi- com pla inr, and was ilnlwered, chat the avs
IHANS ought to repel any troops who {houkl dit'turb them, conrrary to treaty. It 
could not however he 1i.tppofed, tnat this <.l tacbment had .. eted without orders. i 
hence it was inferred, that the TUllKS had enrn-ed GHILAN. only to fed the r- lIlre 
of the JlUSSIANS, who were coniidered as e!'\joying the choiceft province in the 
whole country, tho' in faCt: thty dr' \v but very littk, if an .tdVll1roge from it. It 
is reafonable to prefume that t curiofity of the' UR K.S was e:occitt'd by the {ali
citation of boch the ENGLISH and FR E NCH embaffadors. the ARMENIA, s, who wc::re 
wont to bring filk to them from OHILAN, on aCCOl1nt of thefe troubles difcontinued 
their caravans, which was by, no In ans [; tisfaCl:ory to the merchants of thdfe na
tions. 

THE OTTOMAN armies had in the mean time ta en the field, and their firft opera .. 
tions feemed to promife as.. much fl1ccefs as the preceding years. ABDALLAH &A

SHA received advice, that the PER IANS had affernbled troops ne. r the conflux <<If 
the AltA and the KURA, defignmg to anae!' A l{ DloVILLE. Upon WhiC~l he de • . 
taehed ten thoufand men againft th m, under the comm:md of his ion ABlUk.R.AB" 

MAM, and puc them to flight. 



• .0 r "f'u.tk~ars contained as follows: " The vileft of our' 
rome . ' nible tribes of Al.'r:H •• N5, have by the permiffion of the Su

preme, rev )tc"d ~njllhcir lawfullovereign. and made themfdves mafters of 
u part of our dommions. You have taken advantage of this fatal conjuncture to 
" attack us, and thek: hoftiJities have prevented our flopping the progrefs of the 
ci rebels. StIch a behaviour we did not expeCt: who could have imagined, that 
" an OTTOMAN general would have had recourfe to artifice. to make himfelf mafter 
" of T EF f L I ? How can we difcover an enemy difguiCed under the. veil of friend
" fhip? Does the bird know that the fpray on which it perches, will one day maJre 
" its Cage· ? 

" THE RUSSIANS have offi red us their affiftance, but we refufed it from a nation 
" who are enemies to our religion. Being therefore under the neceffity of punifhing 
" our rebellious fubjefu., we arneftly b g you will engage our illutl:rious fathc:r. 
U the PADJSHAH ", who is the refuge 0 rI ulliv.c:rfe, to grant \l a cruce of three 
" yt'ars; and we agree that the countries which he has conquered, filllll always 
" remain in his hands." 



\ 

TiEHMA '5 offers to the court of JlVS!lJA did not meet with greater ruecers. 
Prince DOLGORVKI, who commanded this year in the conquered provinces, detained 
the embaffador; and we do not find that any regard wa9 thewn to tbe propofals ! 
indeed . was not probable that the !lUSSIANS fbould ~ in behalf of the 
fugitive king of PER.SIA, when they remained inaaive with regard to their 0 

conque~. . . 
THESE negotiations of TlEHMAS did not c.reate fo great unea6ilefi.u mIA!l_~ti: 

the neighbourhood of the OTTOM.AN armies. ASJlll IFF confidering tlla( 
forces would be infufficient to defend fa large and j}) fortified a 11, hatf.Mt"~; 
a projeS: of a very fingular nature. This was to build a fetOa&f 'thiJ'! tM 
clofure of the firft. The walls were made of earth, and feet high; 

. they were flanked with tMJers near fiftY paces diftanr from each Other, and furrouoo. .. 
eel with a large deep ditch. This new city i IUdtd the old citadd, e 'tuare, 
and the king's palace. arid What is moft furprizing. it was finifbed in Ie t 
months, tho' it was above lour miles in circumference. 

t 
ASHREFF having thus p~ared a place of retreat, thought Of reilderi~ it more 

difficult ofaccefs to his new enemies. With this defign he detached fome troops, 
who ravaged the open country from this capital to the very gates ()f CAU • 

ACHMED .BASHA, who was marching towards ISFAHAN at the head of Ii formidable 
army, was therefore obliged to change his rout. He wa~ not advaneed far, whe-n 
the inhabitants of CASBtN, excited by the emiffaries of ASHRllFF, declared for this 
prince, and drove away the r.arrifon whkh ABDAt;LAH KOUPROLI had quartered in 
that city, contrary to the treaty which they had mad~. 

ASHR.EFl', pending mar I his conning and politics, that on the fire{1gth of" 
his armies, pu li1hed f'"' er.i 311,1< f1 's upon this occafion, by which he exhorted 
fome ther towns to [ullow t il , ':tmpl ·,t ASB IN: and in order· to perfuade them. 
to it the more eafily, he pro, i cO to exeml ,t m from all impofts during the fpace 
of three years, if they would volJntarily fubmlt l his dominion. 

THIS prio e, after th c::xample of his predece{for, ufcd all his endenoun ro pre-. 
vent the inh' bltant of the c pi a1 know'ng wh?t paffi·d, abroad; ret they received 
~me ImpericCl: accounts concet'hing the 1 .ctions and ddigns of the. T 1I R.KS, whicli 
flung the city into a genl'r,ll cClu'ierna 10n. The OTTOM .... N allny was apprehen .. 1eu. 
to be vr-ry numerous, {o that the fall of the APGHA~S appeared as ineY.able. The 
PE. ~ ! ANS and chrifrj .. ns wer equ,,:ly defirous of cnang;ng mafters, the one thro" 
a ! {jon~ and n" others from vitw f com men ; but the recent remem ranee of, 
the !niferies they a, 1uf1' red, and t e no ' I they had entertained of the cruelty of; 
the TURK, made hel LOI ft '. r thIS new revolution a& a misfortune, in which theYj 
were in gr danger bdr.g itl>' lved. 





ap. <1. 

THlI audience was given, ar:cDrding to , in .full affembJy. tie TUI.KIS14 

general pcrr:eiving that thil difcourfe made an impmJion on the miBds .f fome of 
his foldi~rs, who wtre already inftuenced by the age and cba~ of ahe deputiel. 
made anfwer immediately, " That he was com jAtb P .IRSI ia ceofeqtleAce ~ the 
'" order. of the emperor his mane, , that ltluffelmen· could nor, ac:wrdiag 
" have mort than one head in fpiriwais, as well as temporals 1 and tJW: the 0 ..... 

" SIONI<U being pofieffed of this ride as fuccdfor to the ~ALIPIU, AlOE 
" acknowled~ him in that qoality, or he fhould foonfee) the effdb at the 
" and courage of the OTTOMAN forces." . 

'- THE general had fcaree fiAdhed, when the callers topra, 
was noorr. The CHEfK:S, atrentive to the pt!ipc:lCof their cod;iIJiI.~. 
their duty in point of relif§ion, f'Ofc up immiidiatily without m' , r 
joined in prayer with the TtrIlXS. By this act they gave proof 0 1M CDJdblMfti 
of .their religion: (kef ~ tfteif pra~, hegging with a loud v~ t!fie 
Almighty would pleafe to 0l¥" the eyes, and to touch the hearts of thefe mdl
men their brethren. After this ey withdrew, maRing frelh proteftations that tlitir 
hlalter was innocent of the blood that was going to be fhed. This artful c9'1du~ 
ftrengthened hy the fecret intrigues of AsalU!JIF, foon began to produce irs 'etrecls ~ 
for tae deputies were hardly out of. the camp1 when they were followed bY.a cliieifiO( 
the KOURDS. withiivc tlloufand of his men. . ., 

THE BASHA being informed, that the CHIEKS were attended by more troops matt 
he bad fent to efcort them, fufpeCt:ed fame treachery, and difpatched a l~ body 
of horfe after the deferters: part of ~is detachment joined' the KOUllJ)S, and Jhe 
refl: being much inferior in numfJet'4 were obliged to fuffer them .10 proceed unmo
letted to the enemy's army . 

• ACHMED being ftruck with this event, refoived to give the enemy battle. As .. 
R EFF grown braver by neceffity, and the reinforcement of thefe iC.OVllDS, marched 
immediately OUt of his camp, and advanced towards the enemy. The TUI\K 

quitted their lines, and rang d tbemfelves in battalia: their army cooijll~d Qf be
tween feventy and eighty thoufand men. The right wing was formed by twenty 
thoufand KOURD . , who were all cavalry, under the orders of BABEC' S\TLI AN 

OGLOV, theif prince. The left was commanded by StLlCTAR 1.iAHOMMED_aod.6r 

other BASHAS, among whom were AISDERRAHMAM, fon of the S.EllASKIER ABDAL

LAH, and H.U-SSEIN, a1fo of the celebrated family OfXOl1PROLI. Thi$ army alfo 
attended with a train of feventy pieces of cannon. 

ASHREFF'9 forces confifted of feventeen thoufand foot, among whom were tw.el'lc 
thoufand AFGHANS, with coats of maiJ c; fixteen thoufand horfe, A:FOHANS"'-1 • 

EES, and DEllGHUINS, with forty harquebuffes mounted on camels hi 
prince, furrounJed by his principal mi~fters, was feated, accordi,. to" 
of the INDIAN !'ings, on a throne carried by an elephant. 

This alllJdc3 to the r.a eftlae Tl1l. .. b 'ng the nl, tr1X ~fievcr9 •• 
M 0 u~ INS. • This u a ~t irqa net&WOrk a_ .. hcad au4 
weill tbe fame' of ~UI Oil their Mdlcs ODder r.Mir dOadat. 

VOL. II . K It 



THE REIGN OF Pan X. 
THE TU~K.S gave the lignal of batde at fix in the morning, by firing ten pieces 

of cannon. The AFGHANS returned it with 6ve: upon which the SERASKIEIt: 

charged them briflcly at the head of the right wing, and repeated the attack three 
ieveral times with great bravery, during which time his artillery kept an incefi'ant 

re; yet he was repulfed on every fide, and obliged, towards three in the after-
~, to retire in diforder to his entrenchments. ~he TURKS loft twelve thoufand' 

: their defeat would probably have been more complete, if ASHREFF had not 
furbid his men to purfue them. 

This condufr might alfo be imputed to a new piece of policy. The greateft 
of tb~ OTTOMAN army had not en~d, and an eagernefs of purf~it might 
IoiatCbed the viaory from him; efpcclally as there was little rea~n CO believe 

t!~~~'~.~·JI.lR the enemy, contrary to their cuftom in ruth cafes, would keep the field. 

:»tful B,h.vi4ut' ,f ASHIUlfF. SiII4llJi". oj thl PORTE. PrtpaNtto1lS i" TURKEY 
lIlainjt tbe AFGHANS. The TURK.S uti/uca/iful agai"jt tbe ARMENIANS. Prudent 
."minijtr.tio" of ASHREFF. Tht TURKS fend commijfarits into PERSIA. A treaty 
of p,ace CfJlltlrultd illlbe camp of HAMAD AN, b'/fl)ettJ tbe TUR.KS and tbe AfGHANS. 

A s H REF F, after his vicrory. removed hi's camp to the fitld of battle. The 
event juftified his prudence, for the nen nighe, the KOURDS fpread themfelves . 

along the lines of the l ' U RKS, crying out, that as part of the army was gone over 
to the AFGHANS, they would alfo retire immediately; after which taking an ad
vantage of the diforder which they had occaftoned, they' began to plunder. th~ 
baggage. 

TH!S! kditious clamours preduced the effeCt, wnidi the authors of them intended. 
The SERAS IER perceiving that he fhould expofe himfe1f to no purpofe, in venlur
ing a fec:ond engagement, while his troOps were thus dilheartened and mutinous" 
decamped fikntJy in the night;. and leaving his baggage and anillery behind him" 

retired to IRMANSHA. 

Till II FGHAN prince did not interrupt hi's march: it was not his def.gn CO de
moHfh n army which might be ealily replaced, but to baffle the projeCts of the 

Oil TE, by increaflllg the repugnance which the TUllKfSH nation in general fhewed 
thit war. The rame rdjgiou~ zeal, which has ever created fuch bloody conte1l:s, 

.~.ItWi~ oaK.S and dw: PU UNS, was now a ceafon not to fight with the 
58 ElF :compan' rather than purfucd them, as far as the walls 

not Utim~,l,.witb ti,aving defellAlld his cn 'es, and driven them. , .. _._-'n. . h wu aaing mad, on the dmnfive; he ufed other gentle _11m thcp1. 0 foonef as he- arriNed Deaf) HEAMANSHA, than.. 
.n • .• ~_ A. lilT BA • bo. pon thc_ap~h. of the AFGHANS, re-

~rarclll ~c D AT. Inlteadof pr.opofing gotiation, 
as. 



Cttap. VII. S U LT A N AS H R. E F ..... 
wa~ expetl:ed, thefe deputies declared publicly to the BASHA: " That their ~ 17 
" vereign ASBRlFF was of opinion that the fpoiJs taken from people of tho fame 
" religion, cannot be kept as a fair booty: as he poJrdfed his dominiODi as a 
., lawful prince, he did not think fit to aCl: as a robber, by detaining the property 
" of his brethren; for which reafon he has commiffiontd them to acquaint the 
" BASHA that he might fend for his treafure and baggage, and, except arms, ill 
" general for whatever his troops left in their camp. OJ To this aa of genetofitl. 
ASHR!FF added that of returning the prifoners he had taken, plainly intendi"ik to 
~reate friends of people, whom he had no further reafon to fear, at Ieaft in: !b 
prefent campa ... 

THE TURKS were the more affeC\:ed with their repulte, as t~ had other ttau 
upon their hands. The death of PETER the GREAT, had not been attendeit 
with any of thofe changes, which they expeCted. This monarch's 1aft: 
ported by the grandees, and by the whole aJ'Dlf, eftablithcd the empre& 
RJNE on the throne without any competition. V ACHT ANGA, the GEORO A nee. 
who was driven from TEFFL,S, and retired to ST. PITERSBURG, was nbw fent Ee 

ASTRACHAN. The RUSSIAN emprefs bei!1g affronted at the little r!gard which the 
POR TE fhewc.d to the reprefentations of her minifi:en, required of this prince,to take 
up his refidence in that city, in the neighbourhood of his own country. This cir
cumftance, joined to the inconftancy ofth~ ~iORGIANS, alarmed the TuaKS. 

SULTAN DELI, a nephew of the KhAN of the calM TAIlTl'R!i, now headed a body 
of malecontents, and gathered new ftrength and courage, by a great number of 
CIRCASSIANS and other TARTARS, whom he drew to his ftandard. The reputation 
of his arms, and the defire of plunder, had lately tempted them to make an expe
dition towards AZOPH, from whence they returned loaden with (poil, before the 
KHAN had time to oppofe them. 

IN the mean time, things continued in fome confulion on the wetl:ern coaa of t 
CASPIA~ SEA. Prince DOLGORUKI made no progrefs on the fide of SHlJl.V AN: the 
LESGEES were rnafters of great part of that province, and were illteNfte<i to op· 
pofe the intended partition; [0 that the RUSSIAN and TURKISH deputies had no op· 
portunky to execute their commiffion. Towards the fouth, the AIUB.S, IPtur;lUy 
.fierce and impatient of any foreign yoke, would not fubmic ~ithout the utnJOft re
luctancy. The title of CORAISH, which ASHREFF affumed, Joined to the defire of 
novelty, might engage them in that prince's party; and with fuch alUftance he 
might eafily become mafter of MECCA and MEDINA, and caufe himfeJf to be pro
claimed head of the MAHOMMEDANS"; whilft the troubles which had lately hroke OUt 

in EGYPT, were not entirely pacified. The cOlWt endeavoured to infinuate, that ASH

lUFF had embraced the religion of the PERSIANS; but this artifice was eafily feen 
through by the people. A war, undertaken againft a nation of the fame faith, VI 

confidered as odious and unlawful; and the moft zc.aalous attributed the Iofs of the 
~ttle to the divine juftiu which had confounded the temerity of cbofe who op-

fed the propagation of the faith, by declariag againft the detlroyers the m 
narchy of the SCRIAS. 

K k. I 



DU. fuch circumibnCt's this difafter might have been imputed to a perfon of 
lees effeem than A en MED BA SAA, and, according to the ufual policy of eaftern 'Coun
tries:; been facrHiced to the public rcfentmtnt. But this general was the (on of a... 
man, whore head the POR TE had (}emanded reveral times to no purpofe; and they' 
were now to behave towards him with deference, that he might not declare in fa
vour of ASHREFF, and by this means affume an independent fovereignty in his
I rovince. 

The republic of VENJCE had not forgot her rights to the MOR.EA, nor the emper0l' 
of the ROMANS his to BOSNIA: this prince, already dilfatisfied with the ALCEIUNE5., 

who had taken one of the lhips belonging to the ,EAST INDIA company of OSTEND, 
w s not only in peace with aU .F.!,ROPE, but alfo clofc1y connected with the 

JANS. 

they '<lid not treat him with SUch contempt~ as, 
to negleCt: demanding of him die of the provinces they had conquered ~ yet 
aU the abilities of MUSTAFA FFE D could not prevail on him to agree eo the COh-· 
ditions propofed. Thus the TtJllK hough mafters of great armies, and ftrongly 
inclined to reduce all PEk~lA to lheir Obedience, raw themfelves in danger of being 
forced to re1inquilh this favourite object. The GRANI) SJGNlOR., however difgufted 
at his late difgrace, opened his trea1urc:s, and employed all his mmifters in making 
difpofitions tor the next campaign. They embarked twelve thoufand men at 
ALEXAND"llET'l'A: fix thoufand men of EYDIN received orders to join them, as alfo 
a body of troops drawn from the ftanding forces of EGYPT: and concluding there 
was better reafon to depend on chriftian fubjeCt , who could not be worked upon 
by the artful infinuations of ASHREFF; they ordered the BASHA of NISSIA., with 
twenty thoufand ALBA IANS, nnd the D.ASHA of BOSNIA, with ten thoufand BOSNIANS, 
to take the fame rout towards PERSIA. Th beginning o( APRIL this year., ten men 
of war were alfo Cent to SALONICA for frelh reinforcements. 

THESE powerful fuccours were fent to ACHMED BASHA. The winter had l'alfed 
wit,hout any action worth notice, except that of "SA VI MUSTAFA, who marched out 
of OANJA of which he was governor, and difperfed th A"'RMENfANS in the neigh
bourhood of SH'AMAKIE. Thefe peop e taking advantage of the prefent circum
frances, formed themfelves into a kind of republic, which, as we have mentioned, 
diftinguUbed itfelf by the total defeat of • body of fix thoufand men, whom AB
DALLAH BASHA had rent againft them the preceding fummer. It was not long be
fore they had their revenge alfo of the governor of OAN J A. It was their cuftom to 
a1femble in great numbers during EASTER, in a plain in that neighbourhood. Hav
ing received intelligence that the TUlt KS had formed Q defign to furpriz.e them on 

. occafion, they took their meafures, and not only defended themfelves, but alfo 
the TUIl'KS into their defiles, where they obtained an eafy victory over them. 

'A RJlut (aw that the OTTOM AN court meditated his nlin; and though he had 
die StJd, and obtained a vid:ory in the laft campaign, he had hardly any other 

Ii . than his own abilities to maintain himfelf upon the .throne. His great 
., ... ~~ to iocrcaft his reputation for .piery and religion. With this defign he 

obliged 
3 



chap. VII. SULTAN ASHREFF. ..j 

obliged his mini~rs and principal officers to roe him an ex.att accou. of tbtir I 
c,ondua and adminiftration: at the fame time, to demonftrate how much he meant 
to govern as a juft prince, he fent to all his governors and great officers~ a detail 
of his miHtary operations, ahd of the manner in which be bad per-ned fmce 
his acceffion to the throne. 

THIS rnece.of policy was lefs nece(fary tha~ he imagiDed. The va4'preparati(llOs, 
which feemed to threaten h-is ut£e.r deftruClion, vaMbed of themfelyes. The 
raifed-troops in TURK.EY, who had been deceived with regard to the place to w • 
they were.at £orR: ordered to march, obftiaate)y refu~ to pars the frontiers of ">ILc,;:.<.' ..... .,; 

.. empire. The defertion was fo much the greater, as the apprdhenfioo of a ~ 
infurreaion fec~lred them from punifhment. The people and :me: foldicn mur .. 
mured alike againft a war, Which their honeft, thd r.r1titiout ~cs,. taupa . 
them to lOok upon as unjuft and impious. . . 

THE PORT.!, alatmed at 111 oppofition which defeated her projecb, did not be· 
(itate long L1pon what meafuiles to take. She difpatched orders to the SERAS1t.UIl, 
ACHMED BASHA, to enter as roon as poffibJe into a negotiation, and to conclude a 
peace with ASHR.EF,F on the moft .honourable condirion.s he could obtain. 

How preffing (oever thefe omeo were, ACHME!)' was in no hutT}' to comply with 
them. This generl{l having received frefh {UCCOUr5 from t~e JOOl1RD4 ,and ARABS,. 
had formed an army of tixty thottfand men; with thd'e he hoped to repair his lofs 
in the .laft campaign, the difgrace of which could not be imputed ,to him. The 
temper of chis general was too well known by the TUR:KISH minifters, .todtpend on , 
an abfohtte compliance on his ftde: therefore they fent to him RICHll)I EFFItN I,)r~ 
a. man of ability and experience in bufinefs. This minifter arrived in S:iPTEMBER 
at the army, which had already enter<:d the plain of !-\AMADAN, when the AFGH4\. 
army was not far off. The SERASKI.ER had at leaft the fatisfactiotl of treating at 
the head of an army. He fem to ZOULA, prime-mjnifter and grneral of ASHRErr's 
troops, to acquaint him, that now was the time to decide their quarrel; therefore 
he had only to accept of the conditions which he was commiffioned to propofe to , 
him, or prepare for battle; when he hoped to 1hew what an OTTOMAN general, at 
the head of a faithful army, was capable of performing. 

THIS blunt manner of opening the conferences, contributed to, haften the conclu
fion of a peace, _ now become- equally acceptable to both parties. The negotiation 
being referred to men of abilities and moderation, towards the beginning of OCTO- . 
U II a treaty of peace. was at length figned in the camp of HA MAP A N ~ 

T.HE articles were as follows: 

I. THE ORAND SIONIO& 1hall be acknowledged head of the mufiClmc:n,. and the, 
Ifue fuccefi'or of the CALIPHS. 

II. IN this quality, the public pray~l • 1hall be made in. his name throughQut an 
P£llSIA. - _ lIt 

• X.OT.~)I, . 
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lILTH provinces, cities, and towns, which he poffeffes in PERSIA, fhall be 

-ceded to him in perpetuity . 

.rv. HE fhall re-enter into polfeffion of CHUSISTAN, retaken from him during 
dle war~ 

V. HE lhall take poaeffion, and hold in like manner, the cities of ZENOAN, StlL4 

TANIE, EBHER, TJ£HIRAN, and their dependancies. 

VI. THE artillery, arms, and ftandards, taken from ilie OTTOMAN army in 1726, 
lhall be reftored. 

YII. ASHlll1'F lhall acknowledged by the ORAND SIONIOR as lawful fovereign 
of ilie kingdom of. :J S IA. 

VIII. HE {han be named as fdCh after the CRAND SIONIOR in the public prayers, 
and lhall ooin money in his own name. ' 

IX. HE {hall :q>point.an ~MIR HAHDOEE to conduct: tbe PERSIAN caravan, which 
goes every year in pilgrimage to MECCA·, This caravan lhall, according to 
<;uftom, take the road to BAODAT; but the governor of iliat city lhall not 
have a power, as formerly, to appoint a chief over it; nor fhall it be fubjeCl: 
to the authority of any of the GllAND SIGNIOR'S officers. 

THE treaty being ratified on both fides, the peD.ce was proclaimed by circular Jet· 
ters through the OTTOMA empire; and the ORAND SJGNIOR, by a folemn embalfy, 
acknowledged ASHRiFF as the lawful fovereign of PERSIA. 

a This coftom. 88 I have obferved, had been difconUnucd by the PIP. SJANS, though the IV~NI' 
make a point ofit. • 
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~ H E. Sover . f\ of the univerfe, w.ho .fixes the periods of empires, ~nd re· J 7 • 
. ~ "1 ftrains the d ambition of princes, had now prepared all inftrument of his: 

~nce ~ chaftife the AFGHANS, whofe cruelties had fi,llcd PERSIA with.; 
blood. Their triwnphs drew ncar an end; the hour approac~ in which c ....... ,,,,,,··" 

PER.SJANS were to take amI*- fatiafaction for an: the ravages committed by mme. 
ufurpers, from the death of CUllG81. JUiAN a, tQ. their invafion Of,PlRSlA ~ 
f-or all the dreadful calamitieS they bad oc:cafioneG. d&Ming that perjod ~. 
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will ~cite the curiofity, and command the attcmion of pofierity, fo long as 
tl1e'lh'es of gre,lt men, and accounts of great actions, continue the objeCl: of hifio
'rica~ cm'luiry, We lhQU here find a tnan, w.hofe birth and beginning were fo ob
f('ure~ as \"ith di~ctl~ y to be [r~c:d out; conducting to an i~lle, with amazing re
folutlon and ileudmtf , opportu01t1eS he had worked out for hlmfelf; planninO' with 
<.leliberation and torefight, the fabric of his fucure fottune ~ and carrying his <kligns 
intI) execution, with an u.nwearied applicatio.n, tiIJ, like Qther mighty conquerors 
before him, he became tcrnble to ASIA, and the undoubted arbiter of the eafr. 

THIS great warrior changed his harne, as he changed the firuations of his for
tune, which has occafioned fome perplexity: his teal name was NADIR KOUL, or 

ADI KOULI', ADUlt both in the TURKISH and PEitSIAN languages, fignifies 
onderful; which epithet is ufed by the MAHOMMEDANS [0 defign the particular 

attribute of the d icy, u we ordinarily fay (he Almighty; (ho' the ufe and cufroni. 
of aSIA gives it ro people of the loweft rank of life. When SHAH T ..£HMAS 

nW:ie him khan -. as we 1hall have oceanon (0 relate, he honoured him wirh the 
alidition of his own name; ana this laft is one of (he higheft dignities that can be 
lxfrowed by the monarchs of PERSIA. He was then T..£HMAS KOULI KHAN e

; 3P.ld 
tho' KOUL lignifies a nave, in thO ire-nfe it ill cite highefi badge of honour in the eait; 
Afterwards, ,hen hI: Otc.;ame the fovereiin of PERSIA, he reafi"urned his name NAJ 

Vllt with the ddirjol\ of S AH d. As he muft be ever confidered as an ufurper, 
the name by which tie lias bl'tn mmr kno'Wn, and p obably will continue to be 
known, to pofierity in lWRO i, is TJEHM~S e KOU I KHA • 

THOUGH authot' feern at length agreed about his original rtame, their accounts 
differ in fome particulars with regard to his birth and family, and firll: appearance 
in life. As to himfelf, he fometimes boafted of the meannefs of his extraction; at 
otheJ ,policy or caprice induced him to claim a relation to CINC'lZ totAl", the gl' at 
'J'ullK.UM.-'.N <:onqueror~ and alfo t<) TAMER LANE. I have not yet feen any account 
j farisfaCl:ory and conofrent, as what 1 received in PERSIA; and I am the more in-
lined to acguiefce in it, becaufi, tho' there are very few reports of things, in which 

the PERSI NS agree f, yet in the circumftances I am now about (0 -relate, people of 
the moll: uDderfranding, and of the beft intelligence, unanimouOy concurred. 

ACCORDING to thefe accounts, ADIR was born in the year 1687, at a. village, or 
more probably in a tent, a few days journey' to the fouth-edt of MESCHED, not 
far from K:.'ELATh. He was defcended from the AFSHARS, who arc a tribe of TAR

TARS' 

'KollL, in TUIlKlSH, j a' f1ave; iiiid NADn ICOlJLI, fipifies the nave of the wonderful: for the 
idiom of the J age PXClI the genitive on the antecedent DOUn, (0 that infiead of NADAIII KOUI" tber 
fay NAP Il IC.OULI. ~ Noble or chieftain. < Which fignifi<:s th lord. ",ho is a nave of 
T 1£11 MAS, d N AD II!. SH AH, or N AD' I!. the i:ini' • This orthography (terns moll agreea-
ble to tbe p a It 51 A JiI pronunciation: bat this, as w II liS other 0" UN T L words, ate varioafly wrote by 
dilf~rRt luthon, as TAMAS, TAMM"S, Itc. f Whether it has been from tbis caufe, or that 
few people hl\'C trpelled in PI lit lA, J find dse {cvual accounta wbich have been written of r J8 "'to! A6 
1G411L I It. t. N. ate, (or the moll pare. very crTODeGUS; (0 that in the profecution of this work, I DlaIf 
chofe radaer not to (ay all that I ha\'e heard. the to adv;.n~ any thing, of the truth of which r am in 
tM teaft diffident. I A day'. jolU'De)' is commoDly reckoned twenty-four miles. .. I do not find 

It PtIocc ill the map. I but I Ilian have frequent OCcaiiOIl to mention it II a ftrona hold, and the repo1i
OttbocrcaCure ,.u. flOlD th MOCRO"'. 
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l' A R 5, and fubjeas of P E RSI A: they live for the matt ~t by; hufbandry, and fop 
ply the PERSIANS with horfes and tattle. ~he Mtne NADIR' fadler was 1M A'" 

KOULI, whofe fltUation of life was fuch, that he earned ftij brea4 by making c:aps 
and fbeep-fkin coats, which is the apparel of the lowefi: bf the common people in 
PERSIA. NADIR himfelf was bred to no other employment than that Of a fhepheru, 
and being only thirteen years of age when IMAM KOtT,LI d~ hC' 'IV. Jeft in fo ~r 
a condition, that he was obliged to gather nick in the woods, for me. fupport of 
himfelf and his mother, and carry them to market on an afs and a camd· 
were his only patrimony. ' 

IT "is recorded of him, that when he was returning in triumph fftm1 his 
of INDIA, he hlppened to pafs near the place. of his nativity .. bere _-,_,. ___ _ 
fpeech to his chief captains, in which he related in wnat mani.,:.Uiad' 
early part of his life; and.. in particular, mentiuned the fee<ling itj*.~ •• ~~~r 
<:oncluding to this e~a: ~ Yo now fee, to hat a ltc:ight it hU 
" mighty to exalt me; from hi:2lce learn not to defpife"lllCn of low 

ABOUT the year I 70+, when he was feventeen or eighteen years of age, the ova· '70 4-
'BEO'TAltTARS made an irruption into KHOItA ,U , where they put many of the in
habitants to the fword, and <:arried others into Oavery; among the}aft were NADIR 

KOULI and his mother: the died in captivity, but he made his ef.Cape in J 708, add 1;08. 
retumed tn KHORASAN. From this time we hear no more of him, till with fome of 
his companions he robbed a flock. of lbeep b; the money whiCh this produced, en-
abled him to retire into the mountains. We do not find that he continued the pro
feffion of a robber for any length of time, but entered into the fervice of a B EO, by 1711. 
whom he was employed as a collrier. He was once charged with difpatches of im
portance to the PEllSlAN court at ISFAHAN. and ft'nc in company with another cou~ 
rier, as is frequently praCl:ifed in PEltSIA. Whether N ADlR. was ambitiolls Of being 
the fole carrier of thHe difpatches ; or whether his fellow-courier did not travel faft 
enough; or for fome other fecret reafon, he killed him. After his arrival at ISFAHAN, 

he told his £lory fo well, that he procured aumittance to tbe minifters of SHAH SUL .. 

TAN HU Sl:I!'J, to whom he affigned fuch plaufible reafons for his conduct on the 
1'oad, thlt he was not only acquitted, but received prefencs, and was fent back with 
anfwers to the letters he had brought. His mafter, however, received him whh 

fllCh 
a In proof of this J was told an anecdote, pretty reIllarknblc, and much to bis honour. After he \Vb 

nalted to the throne and .foverei~nty of H ,RSl A, II perron named by YAIOAI., wbo h~ ~een hi, compa
nion and fi How-labourer In rangmg the wood " was created a khan, and granted the pnvllege of wearll1g 
the black heron', featherti on the left fide : this is one of tht: higheft marks of favour m Pill 5.1 A, forthcir 
kin"'! wear thefe plumes upon the TiLlie. as a bauge Qftheir fovereignty. This man died at'«uLAII., on 
:lD ~Dlbaary £e !LUSHA. NADIR, upon conferring thoCe honours upon him, fpo~c thefi words," Do not 
u grow proud. but remember the a(s, and the piClring of Ilicks." And fo late as J'7H, ItILiK BIlO a yur. 
bafi.i or captain. declared. that MAIHlt ICOtlL I, havin~ formerly borrowed of him fifry batmana of wheat. 
which is about t~e aluc of thirty Ihillinv of oor money, he had often importuned both NADia ICOULI 
and his brother, who was af erwl"," IBIAH 1M ~HAN, for payment of it; and that at Icagtk they elid rll
~y him thirty batIPans of the firty~ Wbat b !lilt more remarkable. and more conVincing of thetrltth ; 
After be afCC'uCfCd the throne of P! a S I A, he took notice of this inOdent ill a public ma.ner, aDd reproaeh
.cd KiLn. no f., hie lJ1'l~etc,jflll importunity. but d' P-f the ballanee of this debt of P4l1'C)!, .... 
aak~ Illy fQnhcr pot:jco of the :nu . 

• NCK of Iris fadaer' •• u rOllle itcn mClltioft, for be as already dead; nor do ..... W .. 
de mipc be in bOacr citc:1l~~s) b his t&iher wu ever IHfter of a flock of ~ -

L I 



OF 
futh a ~ountmance, as gave reafan to fur~ that he meditated his ddhuction. 

ADIll perceiving this, refolved to kill }lis mafter; to which he was the mote in. 
duCtd, from a violent patrJOn he had conceived for his daughter, whom he had de
manded in marriage. but wa~ refufed. After the murder was perpetrated, he t~k 
the Jady away, and retired into the mountains. One etfiCt of this enterprize was the 
birth of RIZA K-OUI.,J MYRZA, whofe genius> and difpofition had fo great a refem
bIance with his father's. This defperate aaion having acquired him a reputation 
for courage, fome of the domeftics of his late mafter the B EO, joined him, and 
they became robbers.. In this ftation they continued for fume time. plundering as 
favourable opportunities occurred. NADIR at l~ngth offered his fervice to BABULU 

gov~nor of KHORASAN', by whom he was ~cepted in the capacity of a gen· 
n ufher~. . 

'1'4. T may feem,fti-an t a chief of, a ~ng of free-booters, filouJd be received 
into the famity of ~or of a prO'fince, ind have an honourable office beftowed 
on him. But this illltOt appear fuch a matter of furprize, if we confider the great 
~nt of country, :lnri that N DIll'S robberies were for the moll: part in MAZAN

nU.AN, which is three or four h ndred miles diftant f,rom MltSCH1:D. Add to this, 
that a man of perlOOfll ftrength and bravery generally meets with a favourable recep
tion in I'Eltsl A, without bcillg much qucftioned concerning his manner of life. Befides, 
the revolt of MIR VA IS had larmed the eaftern provinces, as it gave occaGon for the 
TARTARS to make frequent inroads: men of a promifing figure, or remarkable for 
thtir gallant behaviour, were therefore furt Of being acceptable; and thus we may 
reconcile the conduct ofthe governor OfKHORASAN. 

THE PERSIANS are all fuppofed to be feJdiers upon oc afion; and it may be pre
fum d, that NADIR'S reputation for comoage and perfonal firength, were recom
mendations more preva] nt tban virtue, or any polite accomplilhment. But with
out being bred at court, from the ftrength of his own genius and difcernment, he 
was a maner of th art of addrefs, and having a mina unrefirained by any moral 
confideration, he infinuated himfelf into the affections of thofe, whom he afterwards 
rnade no fcrople to defhoy. He behaved fo well in this new feryice, that he won 
the heart of his mafter; and, under the fpecious pretence of defiring to pleafe, he 
concealed nis ambition. The fatisfattion he ext;>re{fed in his prefen! fituation, in .. 
duced his companions to believe, that to be faithf~ in the caufe he efpoufed, was 
the vinue he afpired at moO:; however, he afiected a particular zeal for fome, whilft 
he Ihewed a colanefs for others, as they feemed more or Ids inclined to his intereft. 

1·7 J 7. THE diftr {fes b of PERSIA increafing. lle' had not been long in the fervice of BA
B\7LU' KHAN, before a command in the army was given him. in which he behaved 

with 
a B,UULU KIIA" b&d al(~ the title of nOLia 8J1G. or lord of. lord.: I h9.Ye had occafion to explain. 

that diere are not abeve three or ~ur;n the empire, of whom one ia always fixed iA It IiOa.ASAN. This 
".".iftce has bon generally confidercd u a ki~d m, aad tbe govenament given to the king'. fon. or 
.... ~a. SOI1ICI a es are pail: unce a wall wu bailt ~ong this frontier, to preveBt the incur lion of 

A -of whi~ arc ililJ fome rcmaUla; but "All AU' the QUAT remgyed feveral thou-
{_ad r ........... other ~iftc:ea. and brought them hither. ~~iAl that a wall of Bclh wu the moft 
·tI •• JardIr. ..... ceona)'. NADIA after lIbia eAaple fhoeral families of JIIIWS lAd eMal-
• ... .. well. .JIO ....... 4-II., ia .. ueHID, to foac of Juta he Iitat JIlOJIey lID trade, co oclair' 
~ to caltivatc. ~ Eu¥ AQ4UJ. .: Sec N. 1&iI '14, "c. 



Chap. I. 

with great 1ntrepidity, in feveralikirmifhes with the TARTARS of ClEVA 
MARA, who frequently made inroads on the frontiers ot KHOR.ASA. ZA.DAL
~AH being already mafter of HER AT, and the KOUIlDS in the weft making incurfions 
mto IRAC AGEMI ; the TARTAltS a, who are generally r.alled OIJSBEOS b, came this 
year in a body of above ten thoufand men, and began to lay wafte the moil fertile 
plains of KHOR ASAN, plundering the inhabitants, and carrying many thoufiulds into 
captivity. In this emergency B .. \BULU KHAN colleCted all his forces, which did not 
ex eed fix thoufand men, and of thefe part were infantry. His officers lJK;.wed a [e
lucrance to try their fortune with fo unequal a force, againft 3. people of fuch known 
bravery as the TARTARS. NADIR K.OULI had differ ot 1entil1lents of the. matter, 
and from his experience of the valour of the KHAN'S troops, offered his fervice 
march at their head again!! thefe ravagers; declaring at the fame time, that be 
would engage his life upon the event. NADIR'S military virtues were evidtntly fu· 
perior to thdfe of the officers about the KHAN, tbough he was nOt no .. above thirty. 
three years of age. .The K HAN was fo fenfible of this, that he had aJready given 
him the command of a thoufarld c.; and not baving the leaft doubt of his fidelity, 
he accepted the offer, and conffrred upon him the command of his troops, during 
the intended. expedition, whilft himfelf ret lained in the city, to keep good ordc;r, 
and prevent the inhabitants ftom following the example of thofe of HER AT, w1'lo 
had revolted three years before. Several of the officers refufed to act under this 
new general, but their place was foon fupplied by others, whom NADIR ap· 
proved of. 

THE OUSBEGS were aIr ady advanced to the banks of the river TEDJEN, within a 
few days march of MESCHED. NADIR having with great application provided what 
was necelrary for the expedition, marched at the head of his troops in fearch of the 
enemy, who were pillaging at large. The news of the approach of a plRSl N ar· 
my brQught them together, and tpey prepared for battle; their numbers being al
mo!! double to thole under NADIR'S command. We have no particular account 
of this action, ' but in general terms, that the TART Ai s, according to their ordinary 
cuftom, charged with great fury. N AD IR having {eleCted a proper ground, and 
encou.raged his men, ftood the fho k; and when the TARTAR by their own impe
tllofiry were in fome diforder, the PER SIAN troops made a general difchargc of their 
fi re-arms, then falling on with their fubr S and battle-axes, put them to flight, 

eftroying near three thou fa men, and ,-taking a)1 the plunder and captives, 
which were very confidetable. . 

NADIR, elate with this hi firfl: victory, return d in triumph to MESCHED, where 
he was received with great cxpreffion of joy. . The fire of his ambition now began 
to blaze, nor could he fupprefs the confc ioufnels of his fervices. bllt demanded to 
be confirmed in his office of general, under the command of BABULU KHAN. ~his 
governor afibred hilU that he would write to court in his favour, and that nothmg 
ihould be wanting on his part to reward his merit. Whether it was that BABULU 

L 1 2 K.HAN 

• Ofipdependant TART All Y. ~ OUSBEcswe have mentioneo to lignify (ree and iDdcpendant. 
~ Commanders of. thoufand arc caUed M I Nl il A_IllS . As few read rs Cln retain a remembranc:c of th'i 
explanation of P&aU" s words, I Ihall avo,ld mcm 1\8 much at pofllblc: but when dtey aec:ctrarily.occ;u.r. 
I thall occa~onalJy mention their fignification, tho' the f. me words Ihould have bcco ~aay cxplaM 1 
ether parts of chi& work. 



THE HI OF' 

'7'9' KHAlif aid not aet ingenuoufly, and agreeable to his purpofe; or that the weak ad. 
miiiiftration 'of SHAH SULTA HUSSl.!N evaded the promotion of the brave N ADIR, 

is uncertain. He was much incenfed at his difappoincment, and what added to his 
refentment, was to fee a perfon much yowgcr than himfe1f, and a relation of BA

lULU KHAN, without either experience or abilities, placed in his command. Under 
thefe circumftances, NADIR demanded of the KHAN the reafons of fo unjuft a con
dutV; and ~jth a ferocity peculiar to him, made DO fcruple to declare his opinion, 
that the KHAN had not acted as a man of hooor. This infolent behaviour obliged 
the governor to alter his conduct; infomuch that from the higheft commendations of 
NA.DIIl'S valor, he condemned him to be beaten, in the fevereft manner, on the 

of his feet a. \Vhit contributed to this di{grace, was tbe envy of 1'1 ADIR'S abi-
.,......~ .~ , foldier, officers of diftinCtion in the PER.SIAN troops. It is 

. dtat:& flf fo imperious a fpirie, could but ill brook fuch indigni.~ 
• he t~ S,CHED to feek fome new adventure. 

• Tbia it common to pt'rfons of the bighelhallk in PBl.SIA. See Vol. 1. ,. 174. ~ It may 
{cern lirange. that NA D It' father fhould have boea a cap. maker, and hi. uncle chief of a tribe, 

ofr.&L4T' bGtDot {o Ibu,. as NADU.',OWIl fortune. Wilen. and by wJaat meaDS, the 
c:tiief of ... tribe. [ k.now not. but it i. not fo '(1illici(k to :'Dd, how ~ .ay 

_~.cq""_ItCS. and die other P90r;. whiUl we ICc Co many • in hWll&ll ...... '. 
All ... 



MAGH IUD having invaded PlllSIA, and com~ledithe UtUortun~ MUSSEl tQ ... 7 . ' .. """,.M 

yield up his capital, together with his diadem, the ~vincea W iAvolved in 
great confufion and difirefs. This event afforded the better oppo:r.tunity to NAI)I~, 

. . to colleCt a body of men of defperate fortunes, many of wbom had, alread~ ferved 
under him as foldiers. After robbing feveral caravans, he fOOn acqp'1:d riches 
enough to bring together the number of feven or eight hundl\¥f men of approved 
refolution; and having fixed a rendezvous in the mountains, they m~~ ~udions 
into K.HORASAN, and the adjacent provinces, laying the country upder floJCQ I'h" .... ,_ 

butions as they pleafed to impofe . 

• H4·ddeft {On wu 5''' .. rI.. au. _ the mi.,ll!e:rs ui 5 H A H H V 9U 
~, . from an aporckaiion fhat be had * muCh coura~ and fllgacity to ('nAil ... ·""_ 

r,aiS\ratidll,fer which t1t.y were fo diftiDguj~ J and it is prefumed that this _atti by tho A'O.HAJ\,. II Thcfc arc. che iAhablWlta of »UT fA Y.AD. a d~rJalf~t .. IIWJi'.t1~~ 



7'-7. ert. NADIR. feemed t. rcli1h the p'ropofaJ, and defired his uncle to procure the 
king's pardon, which he would gladly accept. Accordingly the uncle reprefented 
the cafe to the 5l1AH, who, tho' he knew NADIIl to be a moft notorious offender, 
yet, being in great need of fo brave and experienced an officer, with fo coofiderable 
IlliOdy of men, T ~flMAS immediately figncd the pardon, and fent it to K.£LA T. 

TH E uncle no Cooner received this writing, than he difpatched it to his nephew i • 

upon the receipt of which, ADIR KOULr fec out fot KiELAT, in company with SEr 

o DlfIT BIG, under an cfcolt of an hundred men of his beft troops. He had now a 
convenient opportunity of exrrcifing his genius in the art of treachery. His uncle 
received him with great kindnefs, anJ entertained him and his followers as perfons 
o .,hom he had done (ervice, and from whom confequent he apprehended 

no harm; at the rame tim he fhewed them all the honor and regard due to perfons 
of rank and condition. ADllt, on the other hand, had not forgot the indignities 
offered him five y~ e; neither was he ignorant of the motives of his uncle in 
procuring the pardon, nor of the king's views, in granting it: but whatever moral 
confiaerations ought to have influenced his conduC};, nis thiril: of power filenced th. 
di&tes of confdmce. Thu he determined to e.mbrace the opportunity of an ho
fpitable r ception, and uOOcr fpecious pretence of an obliged gu ft, to make a fa
.crifice Of his benefaaor. J-'or this purpore he feeredy left orders that five hundred 
more of his bell: men ihould foHow him the next day, and ceal themfelves near 
th fortre[s of KIELAT, and there be ready at a fignallppoin d. 

HAVINC thus eonc ned his meafures, the fecond,night after His arrival he ordered 
his hundred men within the cafile to kill the centries, and Ollit up the reft of the 
garrilon, to the number of two hundred men, in their baracs, whilft he went him
kIf into his uncle' chamber and murdered him. As foon as he made the fignal, 
hi. five hundr d m n wer let in at the gates, and he became abfclute mailer of the 
forcrefs without 1hedding much blood. Thofe of the garrifon w did not chufe 
to {hare his fortune, he fet at liberty. The next dayj< he difpatch ffenge~s with 
the new of hi fuce .fs, ord ring the rem inder flUs men to join m. Inftead of 
changing his reGclence eonrinll l1y, as C! apprehe?trI01lS of an enemy, or other rea
fons of convenience mi ht render necdrary, he now eftabliihed his head-quaners in 
this fortrefi. K.£LA T include a confiderable fpot of ground, the natural fituation 
of which, with the affiftance of fome art, has rendered it almoft in acceffible. The 
1uccefs of this enterprize was the more grateful to NADIR, as this place was not far 
difrant from that of his birth:' his poor relations and friends io the neighbourhood 
were relieved by his bounty, and the humanity with which he tr ;lted moft of the 
inhabitants of the adjacent country, induced numbers to enlifr themfe1ves in hi 
troops. He continued there (or feveral months levying contributions, fo that from 
this rime he in fome meafure appeared as an independent fovereign, efpecially a 
!SHAH T..£RMAS·S authority was not acknowledged at M SCREO, MELUCK MAGH

)fUD, an ABDOLLE! chief, having taken poffeffion of that city iome years before in 
confequence of his treaty with MAGRMUD the AFGHAN ufurper. 

N.ADIJ. thus becoming fOT!8idable, carried his views beyond the plunder of de
tddi peafanu: he afpired at the dtlivery of his country from her foreign ene· 

. rnio, 



Chap. U. 
mies, particularly the AFOHANS, who had lorded kover the P1UUlA"lfS with the Jl'l 
moft barbarity for five years. But altho' he appeared as a fovereip, he did not 
pretend to wage war againft the AFOHANS in any other name ~an that of SRAH 
TIEHMAS. As be was confcious that SHAH TlEHMAS muLl: -refent his killinghis 
uncle, under pretence of accepting the royal pardon, he: re~lved to do fome figna.1 
action, in behalf of the king, that might obliterate! the remembrance of his conduc1 
at KiELAT. 

WITH this view he prepared for an expedition againft the AFOHANI, who 
mafters of the neighbouring city NICHABUR" where they had a garriron of. a 
three thoufand men. N DIR'S forces exceeded this number, bUt beiD&anaccutl_~"; 
ed to Ii ges, he determined to make ufe of a ftratagem to dta 'enemy oUt 
their garrifon. The AFGHA s, who confidered NADIll rather, ~·beotcr than 
the general. of 0. formiJable bOdy of forces, apprehended no great tmm his 
neighbourhood. Their troops, to tbe number of fix hundred, ma-
rauding, when NADIR detathed about that number of his cavalry, _eel 
them unexpctl:edly, and CUt them to pieces. Upon this, the goverrq" 1ridi h& 
whole garrifon iffued forth, to fitl upon the PERSIANS, who immediateTy retreMiit 
towards BANRAHAD, a defile in the mountains. which feparates the provinces Of 
KHORASAN and ASTRABAO; this was the rendezvous appointed. The AFGHANS 
purfued them for feveral leagues", till they came to this defile: 111 ADUl, in th~ 
mean while had marc with fifteen hundred (){ his men, and aueler the nvorof 
a wood which covers there mountains. he concealed his men at the entrance of the 
pafs. The AFGHANS, not fufpecting any other enemy to be near, foJlowed the fix 
hundred men with an impatience of reJeming the lofs they had jult luftained at 
NICHABUR. As foon a they had well entered the defile, which is very narrow, the 
PERSIANS faced about, whilft NADIR with his body of men in ambllfcade feU upon 
them in the rear, with fucb impetuofity, that the aftonilhed AFOHANS, incapa~le of 
aCting with their cavalry, and fufpectinO" themfe1ves furrounded by a great arm/, 
became an eafy prey, and few of them efcaped the fiaughter. 

AFTER dividing the fpoil taken upon this occafion, NADIa returned to NICHABUR, 
the gates of which were opened to him. He took poffeffion of it in the name of 
! I-1AH T lEHMAS, charging his troops not to injure any of the inhabitants; dec1ar~ 
jng that his intentions were to deliver them ftom the tyranny and ufurpation of the 
APOHANS, and to [upport them in their fidelity to their true fovcreign; as he knew 
that necelIity only had induced them to fubmit to their late Imfters. The effects 
belonging to the APGHANS he divided among hi. foldiers; and the humanity with 
which he treated the inhabitant , was fo remarkable, that without forcing a tingle 
perfon to join him, he obtained r inforcement of near a thoufand meD. 

• NICH~DlIa, fometimes called n U(, was f()rmerly the capital of I:HOR ~s~ N, till ABA' dte C¥UT 
eftablilhed the tomb OflM~M J:OULI 1l1:&A at MASCHtD. - Tlie entrance of this deil' iubaq& 
ej . t or ten leagccs ciiftallc:e from NICItAB Vlt. 



TlEHMAS (eM: a body of forces: whom th", lIoliAJAR rr.pulfed: but upon his tak
ing a {olemn oath t pard&n chern all. and that he would never, upon any confide
ratIon, touch the lifeofFA'J'EY ALI KH N KHAJ,\R, out al aystreat him as a faith
ful lervant; the KHAN on his part fwore al1egiarce, ana KHAJARS, who were 
naturally attached to the SEFFIE family, became the only 1afeguard of the king. 

T A1HMAS in the mean while treated with the TURKS and the RUSSIANS, but was 
far from r cciving fuccours from either. On the contrary, they divided great part 
of his dominions as already mentioned; infomuch that he was obliged to take up 
his quaners at r ARAB AD b; from whence, in cafe of danger to his penon, he could 
mbarkon the CA PJAN SEA. Thefe circumftances were favourable to NAJ.)IR, who 

made no doubt of procuring a full pardon for all hi offences; indeed he had the 
more reafon to expeCt it, as hls lail: aB:ion againft the AFGHANS had increafed his 
military reputation, and made him cQnfidered, in fome meafure; as the infrrument 
of providenc for the delivery of his country. Under thefe circumlbmces he caufed 
his forces to advance to the confines of M~ZANDERAN, ~nd fent to acquaint the 
SHAH of the affair of NICHABUR, with afi'urances that himfelf and his troop:; were 
entirely at his majefty's fervice: adding, that he defired to have the honor of wait
ing upon the king, to whom he would give an aCCOl.1nt of the reafons of his conduCl: . 
at KELAT. which fortrefs he heJd at the king' orders. Tho' TlEHMAS had re
.:eived imprefIion much to the difadvantage of NADIR, propofals of this nature 
.t«med to promife fome happy event, and were highly fatisfaB:ory. The SHAH , 

therefore made anfwer, that he might COh1e with all fecurity, and-fhoLlld be received 
as his faidtful fervant. :Accordingly N ADJR, leaving his troops at iOme diftance, 
fet-out with an efcort of an hundred ca alty for FAAABAD. 

• This was the father of ."'HOMMED HUS AN, by wbom I wa~ robbed. See Vol. I. page l06. 
F4TIT ALI KHAlil was a uri of AS'TIlABAD, thf ~u of which, I have explained in 

01. I. pagezo6. are diftinguitlied by the name Of HAJUS. b This is the place m oti.oncd 
Vol. L page 1+1. 



Chap. N Pi.. D J R S H A H. ~ 
TH E KH A J A as had engaged, that as foon as a favourable opportunit¥ fhould 112 

offer they would recover MESCHED out of the hands of the rebel MILUCK MACIf
MUD. For this purpofe FATEY ALI KHAN had recommended NADIR to the king, 
as a very gallant officer, and one whofe affifrance was much to be defired. The 
KHAN now received NADIR with open arms, and offered his fervice to introduce 
him to his majefty. NADIR'S efcort made but a contemptible figure with regard 
to their apparel and accoutrements, their merit confifring only in their ftren~tl'Al 
and valor. He was not many days at court before he faw that the K.HAN waa [11 

ed with the refpect of a fovereign prince, whilfr T./EH MAS had only the nl~ •• 
fuch; and tho" he naturally confidered his own merit as much fuperior to t 
the KHAN, yet, not to appear his rival, he affected great humilky, and would 
even fit in the KHAN'S prefence without great importunity. 

NADIR being introduced to SHAH TlEHMAS, acknowJedged the great iaation 
he was under to his majefty for the free pardon "hich had been gran h I iii· 
ding, that however \l:range his conduCt might appear, the death of his ~ ~ 
far from being a contempt of the royal clemency, that it ought to be Codfidcltcl 
an expreffion of his gratitude to the king; for that the caftle of K./ELA T was ROW 

at his majefiy's co'mmand, which he had very good reafon to believe it would not 
have been, had his uncle remained in poffi ilion of it. He then related the aWait 
of NICHARUR, in which he made it evident, that he had given fuch a lhock to the 
power of the AFGHANS in thofe parts, that it would very much facilitate the con
queft OfH'ERAT; and that he did not doubt but in a' thort time FATEY ALI KHAN 
KHAJAR and himfelf, 1hould reftore the kingdom to their majefries, the true defcend
ants of the SEFFlES, whom thoJe favage invaders the AYGflANS had fo highly 
injured. 

THIS difcourfe was uttered in fo refpeaful a manner, mixed with fo noble a bold
nefs, that the SHAH could not but exprefs his fatisfaCl:ion, and told him, he hoped 
the hour would come, when he fhould be able to reward his fervices in a manner 
fuitable to his great merit. NADIR then obtained a pardon for SEF 0 DIN BEG and 
all his followers, telling his majefty, that tho' he could not commend the appearance 
Qf his troop, he would anfv r for their exp rience, valor, and fidelity to their true 
fovereign. 

MA TTERS being thus adjufted to the mutual fatisfaction of the SHAH and his p.ew 
general NADIR, his troops, which .now confifted of near five thoufand men, were or
dered to enter the provim:e of MAZANDERAN, and to join thofe of lATEY ALI 

KH AN KH AJ AR, fo that the whole conftituted an 'd.rmy of above eight thoufand men. 
NADIR made it his ftudy to cultivate a good correfpondence with the KHAN, .a..d 
by his humble deportment infinuated himfelf fo much, that there feemed, w be no 
jealoufy entertained of him; whilft: the fuperior genius which he demotUlratcd, gaR 
him an apparent afcendency in the efteem of the SHAlL 

IN the mean while NADIR, whofe ambition could not bear an equ!1l, much Jefs a 
fuperior had fc credy inftigated his atures to complain of t;be condufr of FATEY 
ALl KHAN, with refpetlto the bad order and payment of the troop$, and the extra-
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• ;vllg&ht • Oftlaeir c1oathing. He aIfo watched the KHAN very dofely, and nncl-
;pg the king had already received impreffions to the difadvantige of this general, 

toOk .a favorable opportunity of acquainting his majefty, that he had difcoverecl 
a treacherous correfpondency between the KHAN, and ME LUCK MAGHMUD the rebd 
governor of MESCHED ; and that under pretence of conducting the SHAH to the 
conqueft of that city, ai had been concerted, his intentions were to deliver him to 
MELUCK MAGHMUD, on condition, that whilft the latter was to continue mafter of 

city, together with the whole province, which their joint fo rces were to fub-
• the KHAN {hould remain in po!feffion of the fouthern coaft of the C ASPIAN 

fea. and u a proof of what he adv:lnced, he produced 1 tters faid to be wrote by 
the AW, nd which h pretended to have intercepted . 

. IT feemed improbable that the KHA fuould really have held fuch a correfpon
denty, after having had ,.,.cYMAS in his hands for forne time; nor is it believed, 
that any (hange of circumilances induced him to take fuch defperate meafures. 
However, it was DOC the fortune OfT..£HMAS to be much wifer than his father HUS

UIN. and he gave the ealier credit to the report, a he recolletred that the KHAN' 

bad been in arms ~ainft him not long before; and that NADIR, who had given 
fuch repeated proQfs of his fidelity, could h:\ve no int .eft in deceiving him, to the 
ruin of that very man, who had fo lately made a point of recommending him to. 
.his favor. NADIR afre8:ed a great concern, reprefenting to the SHAH, that his duty 
to his fovereign was prior [0 aU other confiderations; and moreover, that it was 
impoffible hi majefty could with any confiftency, entertain hopes of recovering his 
dominions, whilft he cherHhed a ferpent in his bofom, and trufted himfelf in the 
hands of men devoid of fidelity. 

T ..£HMAS, at length, believing the faa, was much perplexed with regard to 
the oath he had taken, never to hurt. much lefs to touch the life of F A T.E Y AL I 

KHAN. To thi NADIR replied: "If your m:yefty has taken an oath, I have not ;'. 
and thus, by a tacit confent, the ruin of his friend and benefafror was refolved. 
FATEY ALI KHAN not fufpeCl:ing fuch an intrigue againft his life, came to court 
as ufua}; when ADIR ordered a colonel·, who was one of his creatures, to take an 
opportUnity of killing him: but the reputation of the K HAN, together with his ma.
jeftic prefence, awed the colonel fo much, that he put this bufinefs on his fervant, 
NADIR having thus executed this pretended fervice to his mafter, carried out tne 
bead on a fpear, and prefeoted it to the foldiers, declaring the reafon of the KHAN'S 

death; and that thofe who meant to be faithful to their fovereign, could not difap .. 
prove of the dl!ath of a traitor, that for his own part~ he was refolved to facrifice 
all the confiderations of friendlhip and pri~ate intereft, to the good of his country, 

the reftoration of his majefty to his dominions. Thefe declarations fatisfied 
many who ere attached to the deceafed. Thofe who affected to murmur, as if 
there had been fool play, and that the KHAN had been cut off through the intrigues 
of NADIR- and hiu:l'taturea, were feized and confined. 

NADlR. 

• Thia waa the perron whom I have JIleJltioned in Vol. r. p. % I. 



Chap. lII. NADIR SHAH. 

HIS firft care now was to engage his mafter to march his army' 0 HOR.ASAN, 

wh re he alfured him the inhabitants were ready to take up arms ~ tM 
mon enemy, The proper meafures being taken f() fecure the pafi 
the army marched towards NICHABUR, the king himfelf commandi 
T IEHM AS made his entrance there the 15th of MA Y; on which ocean 
bitants proclaimed their joy in the fincereft manner. Their willies feemed pre
rage his reftoration, which they were the more inclined to believe, from the plea
fme they received in being the firft city that was relieved from the yoke of the 
AFGHANS, at a time when they leaO: expected 10 happy an event. It was an ac
ceffion to their joy, that this revolution was brought about by a perfon whom they 
had confidered only as a robber, and whofe power as [ueh they dreaded equally 
with that of the AFGHANS; but who was now verifying the alfurances he had given 
them a few months before, that he meant to reftore the l'ERSIAN diadem to the true 
heir af SHAH SUt-TAN HUSSEIN. 

THE AFGH A S in thofe paIt~, dillieartened by the great Jofs they had fu8i:red in' 
the affair of BANRAHAD, and unable to recruit, retired from the neighbourhood of 
NJCHABUR, without att mpting to fuecour their ally MELUCK MAOHMUD, governor 
of MES CHED. Under thefe circumftanees, NADIR found no diffiC\llty to augment 
the SHAH'S army. The anxiolls willies of the people, to fee themfdves free from 
the yoke of the AFGHANS, and their defire of eftab}Hhing their lawful tOvereign, 
fo.on brought a ftrqng reinforcement, infomuch that this general was now at the head 
of near eighteen thoufand men, a larger army than had for a lo.n.s time appeared 
in thofe parts. 

A DIR, impatient under every ul1neceffitry delay, prepared immeiiiately te march 
with all his forces againft th ABDOLLEES, who underrhe command Ofr.ULUCK. MAGH
MUD, had taken polfeffion of M,E CH ED. Thefe people .no fooner heard of the defeat of 
t-he A.FOHANS in the defile of BANRAHAD, and tbat SHAH T tEHMAS had entenKi KHO

R.ASAN with a numerous army, than they began to prepare for a deknce: but MIS

(;l:IED being a place of little or no ftrength, and the inhabitants intirely avu.fe to the 
zebel government, they retired from that city; fo that when N AD III arrived there 
with his troops, t!'le SHAH .made a triumphant entrance, without anyeffuflOn of bJood. 

M m 2 • The 

.. Thit made him NADIR ltOULI ltHA , hut we do not find him cllJled by that name. becaufc ho (ooll 
.afterwards was honored with1hc name oft.lac $HAH, and wu tiUlcd TJEH"". KOllLI ltHM;. 
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28. The citizens delivered from oppreffion, received T lEH MA with t~e higheft de

monftrations of j~; and NADIR, who as perfonalJy known in that city, where 
.,UULU KHAN had fome years before treated him with great indignity, was now 
loaded with honors. The prefent fituation of T JEHMAS'S affairs, rendered him inca
pable of making his acknowledgments to NADIR in a pecuniary way; yet he was in 

e higheft degree prodigal of his authority, as if he already meant to conftitute him 
. fovereign, rather than his general. As the highefi: mark of dignity which he 
uld confer on him, according to the cuftom of the PERSIAN kings, was to giv~ 

!rim his own name, from hence forward he ordered him to be called T lEHMAS KOULI 
~H AN·; by which name we fhall diftinguifh him, till he wrefted the diadem from 
his maftcr. 

SHAH T JEHMAS thus lavith of his favors, may be fuppofed to have acted upon 
principles of gratitude, as men of probity are generally inclined. to think this a duty; 
but where the expreffion of this virtue is alfo an honor conferred on him who re
ceives it, nothing can be more reafonable than to expect a fuitable return. How-
ever, he feemed to be ignorant, that when princes have nothing left to beftow, 
they feldom receivI" any return for thof,. favor!: they have already conferred; nor is 
it ftrange that it fiiould fo happen with regard to princes, when we find it almoft 
every day in common life. 

THIS prince, who partook much of the genius of his father, with regard to the 
religious turn of his mind, rejoiced at tavourable an opportunity of paying his 
devotion at the tomb of IMAM R lZA~. It had been long obferved as a duty of the 
klngs of PERSIA·, to make a pilgrimage once in their life to this tomb, as the 
TURKS do to MECCA and MEDIN A; and the perils which he had gone through 'flnce 
the battle of GULNADAD, with his providential reftoration, by means of his gene
ral TA!.HMAS KOULI KHAN, naturally infpired his mind with a deeper feme of grati ... 
tude to heaven. 

• Some authors mention thi. event after the battle of DAMCOO)l the next year; but it is probable that 
lie might now have a doubJe motive befides that of gratitude, as generofity, or policy, t make his nalte 
known in that of the general; which if we judge from the e\'ent, was however II vc:ry faife policy, 

b Otie of their prophets'or chief exponhde:s of their religion. C SHAH ABAS the CRu'r who 
was an able politn:ian, 8S well as a ¥reat foldier, ob(crving that the PEa SIll N I carried great wealth ~ut of 
.his £OOJltr} every year in their pilgnmages 10 MA/IOMMEJ)'S tomb, I!mployed all his art to reflore the rc
ptltati~ "f IMAM R.lZA,; and not only difc~dited. th,e notion o~ g~ing out of their o~n country upon (0 
long a Journey, whIch In (ome meafure was Interdlain~ thefe pJIgrlmages, but knowmg that his people 
laad, as is indeed common among chriltians, a fond inchnatioll to afcribe a more peculiar fanClity to fome 
,articular place; in order to fucw them an example, lie ca\lCcd a very magnificent mofqne to be built on 
the lomb of this prophet at MESCHID, and made the pilarimage himfelfwith all his court, By th\ S 

~i8' an aample, "EICHEl> became a place of great rerOrt, and jonrneys to .\!lAlllA were out (f 
fdaieB. The kings hie facaliOr. made it a law to dIoaafel_, to begin their reign by a pilgrimage to 
aJ&ia tomb; aDctin procefsAlftimc, it was very rare hr aD)' fllIUlAN ot the rea of ALI to make tb pil-
~I of .. ace. or WIIHNA. . 



FROM 

RECOVERY OF THE WHOLE 

KHORASAN IN 

EXPULSION OF SULTAN ASHREFF 
I S A HAN I N 1729-

C HAP. I. 

T iEHMAS "OULI KHAN reducu KHORASAN and HERAT. He retuNls ;11 tri.ttipb I~ 
MESCHED, with the head of the goverllor O/HERAT. SHAH TJEHJ4AS fnitli 4* ,me 
haJ1ador to the OTTOMAN COllft. 'Ihe TURKsfend SULIMAN EFFENDI in/Q PIUIA. 

ASHREFF de.ftroys SAUD ACHMED KHAN governor OfKHERMAN, a1lapre/IlrIS ""1-
tack T JEHMAS SHAH. ASHREFF mtlrches to DAMOOON, IIna;s aejeiIJeti j he ,.,,,.,111$ 
to ISF AHAN, and encamps his troups at MOUR TCHAKHOR. 

W HILST TJEHMAS SHAH was offering up his prayers to the deity, TJER .. 172 ! . 
MAS KOULI KHAN prefenred incenfe to his idols of ambition and military 
glory, the only deities he feemed to reverence. Reafons of policy might 

induce the SHAH to remain in MESCHED, till his army fuould be in a condition to 
march towards ISFAHAN. A to his general KOULI KHAN, he recommended this 
;{tep, as it left him at liberty to act with the more bol1ndlefs authority in the army. 
The country of KHORASA N was well known to him in every part, in confequence Of 
the many excmfions he had made, as an officer in the army, as well a~ the chief ola 
band of robbers. The beginning of this year he marched at the head of a COftfi~ 
derable body of forces, to reduce the other cities and towns of the provinc:e~ which 
had revolted, and either efrablifhed an indepcndant government, or fubmiltcd to 
t e AFGHANS. 

THE news of SHAH T JEHMAS having entered ME'SCHED in triumph, where he 
now took up his refidence, facilitated the enterprizes of KOULI KHAN. Thus the 
grcateft part of the towns and villages teat deputations, and profe1bl themfclvcs 

, entirely 
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. entirely devnted to the intereil: of their lawful fovereign. Before this year was 
ended, we find all the vail: country of KHOllASAN fubje8:ed, and the AFGHANS 
obliged to retire, without daring to give battle. NADIR.. returned to ~ESCHED, not 
jO moch out of in din at ion. as to make an appearance of reipe8: for his mafter, and 

coneult about the future operations of the war. 

IT was about ten years Lince the inhabitants of HERAT, which is near the frontiers 
or":HORASAN, had in confequenceof the viCtory obtained by the young EZADALLAH, 
fhaken off the Pl! RSl AN yoke, and ereCted themfelves into a kind of republic a, to
gether with the who-Ie po:>vince of that name. It does' not appear, that this young 
Wutpef yet remained iii that government, which he had been the great inftrument 
of forming, and for (0 'ft'te maintained the chief office in it. It is certain, how-

er, that this republi£ ame formidable to the neighbouring country, and was at 
this very time meditating the invafion of KHORASAN : but the fuecefs which T £H· 

"'Ali KOUl.! KHAJf had againft the AFGHANS at NICHABUR, and afterwards through 
the whole province of K HO R ~SA N, put a bar to the execution of their projeCt. 

TSHMAS KOULI KHA having reprefented to thesHAR, the facility with which 
Ile could reduce HEI.AT, obtained a permiffion to march to that province, with 
about twelve thoufand men. He no Cooner encamped under the walls of the city, 
than the inhabitants, naturally inconftant, and diffident of their ability to oppofe 
the fortune and valour of rtouLI KHAN, fubrnitted to him, and delivered tip their 
chief, together with the garrifon ". Here he treated the inhabitants with fo judi
cious a mixture of mildnefs and feverity, according to their different circumfrances. 
that he fecllred their allegiance. He then left a garrifon of his own troops, and 
prepared to march back to MESCHED, agreeably to the orders he had received from 
the SHAH. Being returned victoriolls, with the head of the late gOY rnor of HE
RAT, he began to form a mOre important enterprize, than that of marching fouth 
ward through tbe deferts of SEGEST AN, as the AFGHANS had done five years 
before. 

IN order to detach the TURKS from the intereft of ASHRrFF, whom they h"d with 
~t reluctancy acknowledged as fovereign of PERSIA ; SHAH TlIHIMAS had in the 
mean time fent an embaffador to the OT 'rOMAN court. This minifter wa received 
with more regard than he expetl:ed; for the new~ of TSHMAS KOULI KHAN'S ex
ploits, which had reached CONST .-\NTlNOP1E, gave the TURKS a good imprefflon of 
the ftate of the affairs OfSH.AH 'l''&HMAS. Tho' their intereft was concerned to fee 
J>JtJUJA humbled, yet th~ had very liule inclination to fupport an ufl lrpel', whore 
imperious fpirit had carried him fo far as tl) pretend to an equality with th GR.AND 
• OMlOR.. But in order to be informed minutely of circumftances fo interefting to 
them, they fent SULIMAN EFFENDI, an officer of truft', into PEIlSIA. Of him they 
foon learnt. that T&HM.AS already mafter of K80RASAN and HERAT, with a confi-

derable 

·lti,~rumed. as they were in alliance with the APGHA,.S, whole feat of empire was IsrA.AS. and 
~ t¥ "DOLLIES of HlUT were in fome meafare tribatuy to them. • This action has bee .. 
~ as a batdc. in which the ABDOLLUS had ~rty (noufaod men; but I could never find any 
audloritJ for that ~ .. a fOllrth part of that Dumber in fuch a province would be coDfKicred a are", 
1RJ1, .. feh cliitrt&d wcum1laiacea aa the CJJIplrc W4LS tIaA i,a. 



Chap.!. 

derable army of choice troops, and a general of i[eat reputation at their.Jlcad, I 
feemed to promife an approaching change in the PEUiAN empire. 

IN the mean time ASH R EFF, after giving a check to the TURKISH army, tho' it 
wa the effect of accident rather than military ftrengtb, dreaded no evil from the 
fugitive T lEHMAS. He often mentioned him in terms ft) contemptuous, that to ap
pearance he had perfuadcd himfelf of the impollibility of being moleftcd by him. 

AFTER a tedious liege, ASHREFF had at length made'himfelf mailer of YIZD, W: 
at different times had coft the AFGHANS much blood; KHERMANJ A had alfo 
ted to him. SAIII) ACHMED KHAN, who was a near relation of the royal 
the SEFFIES, during the troubles had eftablilhed an ind~t k>vereignq 
KHERMANIA, of which ASHRiFF had not leifure to difpoifefs 1\. by force of arms. 
SAUD being in want of money to pay his army, and the impolVetHMd ftate of the 
province rendering it impoffible to raire fufficient contributions fot that purpofe, bis 
forces at length deferted him. He then fubmitted to ASHREFF, ... not only 
the neareft potentate, but the omy one who feemed to have any ity: 
deliring him, however, to r~member that he had only acted upon the fi ~d* 
pIes as ASHREFF himfelf; and therefore hoped to be received with the rerpea due 
to his quality, and with all fecurity to his perfon. Upon there conditions he pro .. 
~tred an entire devotion to the fervice of this AFGHAN prince. 

ASHREFF promifed the KHAN his protection, under the fanction of facred oath!, 
and let hIm know that he might repair to HlRASS, with the people under his com
mand, in all pollible fecurity. Here this crafty A FGR.4N gave proof that his religion 
was fllbfervient to his politics; for the KHAN was no fooner arrived in SHIRASS, 

than the governor fent him prifoner to ISFAHAN, where he was beheaded. The pro
vince of KHERMANIA, and the country on the rea coaft quite to BENDER A.ASSJ, 
thus becoming fubjetl: to ASHREFF, his dominions were extended farther than he 
had forces to guard them. The cruelties and depredations committed from the .u
GH AN invalion time till this time, having impoverilhed the inhabitants to an extreme 
degree, he was in no capacity to maintain an army fllfficiently numerous to fupport his 
authority over fo vall: a tract of c crntry. As to the PERSIAN foldiers, they were as 
,eluCtant to enter lnto the fervice of the AFGHANS, as the AFGHANS were diffident of 
their fidelity. From KANDAHAR recruits could hardly be expeCl:ed in great numbers ~ 
for HUSSEIN KHAN, the governor of that province~ fince the murder of his brother 
:tdIR MAGHMUD in ISFAHAN, conlidered ASHREJ'F rather as an enemy than a friend. 
Befides it was but natural to prefume that ASHREFF might be driven out of "UJA, 

and he would hardly fend him recruits, led by that means he might retire into 
JtANDAHAR, and with the fame authority Wlat he PUt MAQHMUD to deatlh, he might 
alfo claim the fovereignty of that province. 

SPIRITU AL and temporal power being interwoven in the cloift manner by the JU~ 
HOMMEDAN law, the GRAND SIGNIOR is fuppofed to reign over the TURK. in quality 
of IMAM., and fucl:etror of the CALIPHS. From hence he·claims an authority over 
all MAHOIIIIUDANS of the fca of the SUHN1S: ASHllEFF, who was 01 that rea, 

could. 
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not therefore wi confiftency refufe to acknowledge him as fuch, without 
:affeCting an 'ode dent ~wer. H~ver he artfully contrived to make his fub
miftion ,procure him what was morp. effothlaJ; for he obtained from the TURKS the 
acknowledgment of his being fovereign of HRstA, and of his holding that dignity 
and po er according to law. Having thus made a puiffant plOtedor of a fi rmi
dabJe enemy, he lulled himfci€ inco a fecurity, as if his dominion wa bttilt on th 
mott folid bafis. He had given RECHJD BASH A, the TURKISH embaffador, the 
kindeft reception, and fuewed him many marks of honor, during his refid nce at 
IFAHAN. 

NOT to be wanting in a fuitable return, the 'fuRK.S made O'[cat preparations for the 
reception of he embalfador of ~ HREFF, who arriv d at CONSTANTINOPLE in JULY 

thi )'UI;. Greater ~oicings could not have been made for the reception of a fove· 
lcign prince returning' riwnph. It is however very remarkable, that this AF-

OIiAN affetl:ed a contcapt« all the grand appearances, the militaiy ihews, and the 
roaring of cannon; for without looking on one fide or the 0 i er, as he entered 
CONSTANTINOPU be continued to ~ad his khoran. It is natural to prefume from 
this incUknt, th~ h~ endeavoured to raife the reputation of his countrymen for 

. great lanetity, and a divine zeal for the M4HOMMEDAN la9l, as praCtifed by rhe 
TURKS: thi rt Of ('ooou& had, :t !itt! ... bt:[ure this time. been the chief caure of 
raving his maft r UHREFF, together wit'h the AFGHAN army, from deftruChon. 
But the ambalfador now over-aCl:ed his part, and gave the TURKS impreffions to the 
diradvantage of his countrymen. . 

AsHREFF in the tnean while enjoyed the fweets of peace. The love ofpleafure is 
natural to mankind, and freedom from toil is generally fuppofi d the beft means to 
arrive at it. This prince was certainly a man of parts, very circumfpeCl:, and an 
intlepid foldier; but like moft other ORIENTAL warriors of difrinCl:ion, he had no . 
fenle of any moral obligation. He feemed now to be arrived at the hjg.heft point 
that the natllre of his affair would admit; and therefore it was naturaL to giv-e 
fome indulgence to hi favourite paffions. However he kept part of his troops 
in the fi ld, whilft he followed the exercifes of hunting, and gratified his il1 ll
nat~on in building. As to the pleafure of the harram, they are but an ol'dinnry 
<:onfequence of MAHOMMEDAN volllpruou(.rJefs, efpeci lIy when fllpporte by an 
unlimited authority. 

THIS prince, who had hitheorto confidered N A D III KOULI in no other light than 
as a robber, began now to look upon him as Q formidable en~my. SHAH T£HMAS 

had bcocn fo muchtl1e ridicule ofth court of ISF~HAN. that th newsofbis fu<:ceffes 
in the eaftem parts of the empire did not feem to give the Ieaft alarm to the foldiers, 
nor even to the officers of the army. They gave him th name of SlK ZADE, in al
lufion to the word CHI lit. a ZADE, the latter being fon of the king, and the former 
(on of a bitch: at the fame time they expretfed great fatisfatl:ion, that they lhould 
at length. have an opportunity of getting him into their h.lnds. However proper it 
might be to encourage the comm?n .r0ldi~ to thiA~ thus contemptibly of their 
cacmy i AiHllUP, ho had certam ante1hgence« hIS force, and t~ ftIor of his 

troops, 
• Cllillt Ilnu. wa the firftfoaiMlft ofdle IEfFlB dynafty. 
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troops, thought it high time to provide for the . ftorm that threatened him. e I,., 
therefore caufed all his forces, as well chofe on the ftoritiFrs, as in the heart of his 
dominions, to be joined to the garrifon of ISj,.It'iu)f And in order to prevent any 
infurrection in favour of TiEMAS, at CASlttN, ItOOM" CA lIIN, TA:HIRAN. YBZD, 
and other great cities and towns in his jurifdiCtion, he ordered all the PEI.IJ AN in
habitants, who were cap..qle of bearing arrm, to leave their habitations and retire, 
under pain of death: he did the fame at ISFAHAN. 

HAVING made this difpofition, his whole force did not exceed thirty tho.--· 
men, fome of which were DAIGVZZrs· and HASSARAIS b; a force, however, 
much inferior to thal: by which his predecetfor had obtained a.a loA ~. 
Ab~\lt the beginning of SEPTEMBER, he encamped his arm, dae walk 
of ISF AH AN. Within the city he left a garrifGD of two men only, 
thinking that fmaD number fiaBicialt to keep this once vaft caJHfal awe. To 
filch mifery was this unhappy cicy redt.¥:ed, by the inc:e«ant matfactft mmitted 
by UAOHMUD and himfelf, that few of its inhabiuotJ were lei[p excopr:01cldlen, 
women, and children. Afi a few days he began his march, witb the GJdiaa" 
pomp of a PllRSIAN king. He direCted his COUrk: by CAlHAN and K.OOM, to. 

' plains of DAMOOON, in the province of K.OtTMAS; where he arrived towards the 
dofe of the month, after having mBl'Ched about four hundred miles e. H~ inten
tioQ was to have entered KHO"ASAN, and by attacking T£HMAS in his new~fia. 
blifPed empire, prevent his accumulating more ftrength. 

TJEHMAS KOlJLI K.HAN had employed the greateft part of this year in augment .. 
ing and difciplining his troops. In the former he met with fome difficulties, for 
the people not having yet worn off the impreOiontt which the valor of the Ar .. 
OHANS had made on them; and knowing that they were to come to action imme
diately, . .joined him but aowly. He had, however, c;oJieded an army of ncar 
twenty-five thoufarld d men; in the compleating, al well as difcipJining of which, 
he had given fuch proofs of his abilities, as infpired his mailer the SHAH with [he 
greatefi: affurance of fuccefs. The meafutes which ASRIlE" had taken, to prevent 
any revolt in favor of TIEHMAS, occa{ioned many to offer their fervice to this 
prince; for as they had been turned out of their habitations, refentment as well as 
neceffity, carried them where they were {ure of being receiv~d. 

THE SHAH, thus upon the point of being reftored to the throne of his ancetlors; 
urged by an impatient defire to revenge the difgrace of his father, and the blood of 
fo m~ny thollfands of hi$ [ubjects, propafed to march to ISFAHAN, and compel 
ASHR:EFF to give him battle; but this propofal was over-ruled. His fagacious. ge..
neral reprefented to him, the inconveniencies that would attend the length of the 
march; and moreover, that the meafures which ASHREr' had taken at JSPAHAN. 

were certain indications that he meant to feek his majefiy; and COftteq~, that 
ttie 

• J prefume, the inhabitants of L'UQIIES IN in the neig,ftbourhood of SHUDA"." 'J1h8fe peo
ple arc fuppoW. cqme from the cad ... n 1I~~f CAaVt.. C When I write lIlilGS witho1tt d ... 
iintliOitt ImeaA INCLlSH miles. ~ Some writers make them milch under thia IllUllber. and {orne 
milch above it. 
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'1Ig. tho AI AKI would be more hurt by the fatigue of their march, than benefited by 

the j8aaion of frelh fore , feeing that ASHRUF had already colletl:ed all in whom 
he thought it fafe to confide. He obferved likewife, that the furtber the enemy 
came from IStAH AN, the more difficult and dangerous. would be their retreat, 
However, not to bring the war jnto KHORASAN, nor lote any advantages which hit 
majefty's faithful fubjccb the KHA] AU, B A YOTS, or any of the ncighbouring coun
tries might aff<Jrd, it was determined to make £Orne adv~nce to meet ASHREU. 

After Oow marches, he accordingly arrived with the king. and the whole army, 
Ilear the ('icy of DAMGOON, before ASHIlU had entered thofe plains, This fitua
lion as far from that vlft ridge of mountains, which run along the fouth. 
~ of the CASPIAN ... thefe being well known to K.OULI K.HAN, he might in 

of an txtremity more eamy retreat. Having. leifure to chufe his gl'ound, 
lie bad already enc~ his foreel. and refreihed his meA for fome days, when 
~IRa.E" approached . bis whole army. , 

THa AFOHANS had been accuftomed for fome time tq lIaughter the I'ERSL<N5, 

rather thaft (0 en8~ with them ~ and to pue them to Bight by their fhoucs, and the 
fiercenefs Of their attack, uther than by their fuperior ftrength and knowledge of 
arms. rAt they en-. now equally t.:onfid~lIl of victory, they urged their general tQ' 
~in the attaCk. AIIUEfF foon difcovercd from the advanugeous fituation of the 
PUSIAN army, t~at he had to do- with a general of C:l'pericDce, and againft whom' 
he muft proceed with great caotion, efpeciaJly as his fate depended on the iffue of 
the battle. Whilft he was thus unrefolved, his officers reprefented to him, that 
upon the lirit report which fhould be fpread of -their being afraid to attack the 
P!:RSlAN , the peafants would no longer bring provifions to their camp, and that 
they fhould be compelJed to fight hereafter at a greater difadvantage. 

ASHREf ha\Ting theFd'ore made a pmper difpoGcion of his· forces, on the feeon 
()f OC'r08ER at.taeked the PUSUN army with that impetuofity, which the AFGHAN ' 

had generally found fuccefsful. The troops of KOl1LJ KHAN £lood the fhock, re. 
tuming tb enemy's fire with perfeCt order~ fo that the AFOHAN.s could make nc>< 
impreffion on them. ASHR.!FF furprized, tho' not difeoneerted, at the difcipline' 
2nd filence of the PJASIAIi troops. brought off his fquadrons from the charge, and: 
had r«ourfe to the expedient whidl he iQund gl1eat uk in his late action againft 
the TURKS. He detached twO bodies. each of three thoufand men, commanded by 
'\he molt experienced officers in his army, ordering them to take a circuit, and charge 
the enemy in rear and flank, whiltl: he attacked them in front. T lEHMA KOULf 

It AN, watchful in every quarter, prepared to rec:cive the enemy'; and repulfed th!!ffi 
with futh "alor., as BUllS them into great confufion. After a general di fcharge of 
"is Inilkr:y, it wu his tW1l to attack; and faI.1in& iarioully upon the AiGHANS, he' 
Obtained an eafy vidoFy. 

WHAT lors was (utl:ained on each fide is uncenain. It may be ~rumed that of 
the AFGHANS was very confiderable·: their c:unels; harquebuffcs, with all the if 

and bas8ail", fell. into. the haAds of the conqueror. The AFGHANS being thus 
routed. 

• As they ~iec1 oI'oll1y twclfC Mfand mOD fiom ",ABAII, tIlcir '1o(, IIcrc mal bavc bocl DQrI 
tca.dloaClllL • 
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routed fled to T£JUI.AN, whieh they reached in abOut two days, tho't diftA 
is near two hundred miles. From thence, after piHllging the inhabitaabt arid 
frelbing themfeJves, they made forced marches to fS1 A RAM. 

THB day after the arrival of the AFGHAN army, A5HllIFF commanded all the 
people of his nation, inhabiting that city, to retire ith thrir efRas iDfD the crt.: 
del". Thde orders were executed in filch a tumultuous manner, that k ~ 
as if the eity had been tak~n by alfault. The AFGHANS drove the other inhabii'.11 
from their hGufes, deftroying moft of their effeCts which were not IlOIru.I_ 
pillaging the Ibops of e~ry thing that was valuable. After th' ~~1_'" 
with. hi troops to MOtTR 'fCHAKHOlt " here he encamped . 
lituation. 

T 4RNAS KOULI KHAN "".",Iht SHAH" ,,..;,, til TIHI •• N_ 

MOURTCHAItHOR. A 1En ",,,dtrs SRAH RVlunt, __ Jiuifr*i mAR •• 

CJ'he city token by tbe PERSIAN army. 'The PIRSlANS revl1lgl t-ft/WI III 1M 
AFGHANS. SHAH T ..£HMAS etlltrs ISPAHAN, allli gives bis lllUf'a/ ·T 4ft 

KOVLI K.HAN, tN ptJ'UJtr tlf raifi.g "."". 

l lEHMAS KOULI KHA ,now jealous of bii gJoiy. proceeded with the utmOi 
care, to prevent a reverIe of his fortune. The IH A R thinking himfdf {ecure 

victory over the fugitive AFOHANI, impatiently defind to Ke U'AHA. T.H-
MAS KOU1.1 KHAN, on the other hand, aCted as if he ~e, diat b.i 
fovereign would come in for too great a fuare in the r~utation of his viaoria; and 
that his foldiers would confider themfelves as atting, rather un~ their king.. than 
under their ~neral. This neither conlHted with his defire of independency in the 
command of the army; nor with his ambition and thirft of applaufe. He there
fore took oceafion to reprefc nt to the SHAH, that hi majcfty' pa:efcnce was no 
longer neceffary to encourage his troop~ {ince it was evident from their fupcriority 
:tt DAMOOON, that the enemy was rather to be dcfpifed than feared; chat he did 
not nlake tbe lean: doubt, h lbould foon extemlinate them; that iO 
cd on the precious life of their {Overeign, ftlould any misfortune bIII._ co, la' 
his fubjeds could have no feeurity of being re1itwd from the ~rannic yqkC tbe 
.AFGHANS; that the courngc which his m~jefty demonftrared, at dae fame' . 
engaged the Jove and admiration bf his fubjects, it made thein more aazious for 
tbe prefervation of a Jiti, of fuch ineftimable value ~ that this was the ~fe of the 
army in general, 'ch humbly iDtreatcd him to remain at l'AUU .. AK, witll pard 
of fIX or cisht thoufand men. 

N n 2 't.&. , 
• An inc10fed buildi ... which had ~ .. de fin«tbe inYUotl ofthc: ArOHAIf.. ' Thi. plaee 

i. abwt oly.five ..... eaftwanlof J ....... ", .. ~ CO r9pG1't. but DI IoIILI_ ...... tiOD 
n in lW .-p. 
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,,19, Tals'l reafons made thlt impreffion upon the SHAH, which the crafty KOULI 
~lIA wi1hed. The SHAH having an entire confidence in his general, therefore [uf
fered him to gather thofe laurels, which he might indeed have juftJy claitp.ed as 
deliVerer of his country, had he aCted upon honet\: principles. T SHM AS KOtT.f..I 

. KHAN accordingly marched without obftruCtion, proclaiming his viCtory in .the name 
f SHAll TJERMAS, and was every where received with acclamations of JOY. He . 

n found his troops confiderably aug~nted by crowds, who now voluntarily of-
fered their feryice, to give a finilhing ftroke to the ruin of the AFGHANS. 

THE t3th of IMI, early in the morning, T.£HMAB KOtTLJ KHAN appeared 
with hisannym order ufbattle. Tne r:r:RSIANli marched up to the AFGHANS, and 
fuftajned the whole force of their mufquetry, and part of their cannon, without 
diforder. Being come dofe to the enemy, in their tum they gave a general dif
charge. So regular and intrepid an attack, might have difconcerted troops inured 
CO the feyereft difcipline. The aftoniilied AFCHANS feeing fuch numbers fall, 
that hardly a lingle bullet failed of execution·~ thought only of faving their lives 
by Bying precipitately from the field of battle. The 10(s they fuftained on this 
occafion, was not Jets than four thoufand men. The greateft part of the AFGHANS 

who fled, reaclted ISFAHAN by three in the afternoon, and ASHREFF himfelf, with 
a fmall number, returned at night. They pretended to have obtained a viCtory, 

. but the cries and Ialllentations of their women and children in the citadel, foon dif
covered the contrary. There was alfo great confufion in other parts of the city, 
infomuch that the miferable inhabitants, remembering the threats of the AFGHANS, 

in cafe a misfortune fhould at any time befaI them, expeCted nothing lefs than a 
general mafi"acre. 

ASHREFP was in too great a ptnic to execute any {uch deed if he ever intended 
it, however he found time to ~ut +tis revenge, by imbruing his hands in the blood 
of SHAH HUSSEIN. This unl'ommm prince, whom MIll MAGHMUD ~ith all his 

. horrid barbarity had fpared, at length fell a facrifice to the difappointment and rage 
Of his crutl fuccdfor. Others of the royal blood are fuppofed to have fallen alfo 
on this occaBon. As to the daughten a female relations of HtJSSE{N, he took 
~m from the harram, rtfolving to carry them off with him. 

THE A'C'HAn, baviQg}'ow no other expedient, prepared for Bight, and were 
in colleaq their fpoil. Befides the number of beafts of burthen, to accom

modate their women and baggage, they loaded feveral mules, and near three hun
~ camtls, moftly id, the treafures and rich elfetts of the royal palace. As foon 

as 
• TJ., .... AIlS are ~ lDarkfma,~Ulcl wltca ~ k"-p pd. crier, tbcy • ~ IIld mIlA 
~ Go pat QCC\WOA.- . 
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as nfght came on they left the city, in number about twelve thnurand, after having 
reign d as conquerors of PERSIA, feven years and twenty one days. ASHUYF per~ 
haps fi:artled with the groans of the dying HUSSEIN, or having his whole mind em
ployed in colleCting his treafure, and providing for his own fecurity, had forgotten 
that the inactivity of T lEHl{ AS KOULI KHAN aJforded an opportunity of glutting 
his revenge by fome more lignaJ crudty; but he had not marched two leagues. 
when he fent back his ATHiMAT DO ULET, with a chofen party, it was fuppq 
with orders to fire the city, and malfacre all chofe who might come in their 
This party was advanced to the royal gardens, within a mile of ISFAHAN, 

.fome among the common people, concluding they were not com for any ~ 
purpofe, collected feveral drums, which they beat in fuch a~, that the IJ· 
GHANS, apprehenfive that the PERSIAN troops had already eo chc town, fled 
back without doing any mifchief, and continued their rout tow" .. 

THIS precipitate retreat having left the capital un~arded, t~ s of the 
neighbouring country, as well as the inhabitants, began not onlY to pm. the 
houfes which were abandoned, but alfo to rob one another. This unbridled J~n· 
tioufnefs created an infinite confufion. Two days pa1fed under theU: melancholy 
circumftances, in which the weak were obliged to yidd to the thong, ithout any 
recourfe to eitber civil or military authority. 

THE 16th of NOVEMBER, Tl£HMAS KOULI KHAN detached a body of fift n 
hundred men, to difperfe the mob; and take poffeffion of the roya palace d 
gates of the city, in order to his own entrance. It may feem difficult to account 
for his not following the AFGHANS, after the battle of MOlla TCHAKOR, which might 
have prevented their carrying oft the riches of ISFAHAN : but we are to conJi<kr 
T l£HMAS KOULI KHAN, as unbiaffed by any particular affeClion for the P1UlSIANS ; 

that his glory was not arrived to maturity; and that, befides the duty of a general 
to. ac): cautiouOy with fo artful an enemy as the AFGRA NS, if we may judge from 
his conduct after he arrived at ISFAHAN. it is reafonable to conclude, h' delign 
was to hufband the war, that his office as generaliffimo might not he(:omc UMC

cdfary. 

As foon as the KHAN entered the city, he took the proper meafures for 
the tumults of the people, occafioned by the pillage already mentioned. e a1fo 
ordered diligent fearch to be made for all the AFGHANS, whom neceBity choice 
had induced to remain there. Of thefe, numbers had concealed themfelves in the 
houfes of their relations or fri nds, in hopes to dude the fearch. Many of them 
were brought into the public places, and executed, Thefe were a kind of victims 
to the fouls of thoufands, who. had been ftarved to death by the ambitious policy 
of MAGHMUD; or for the fame reafons butchered in cold blood, during the reign 
of the AFGHANS. It i~ remarkable however, that T .l£HMAS KOULI KH pardoned 
all thofe, of wh('m the inhabitants of the city made a fair report, ith regal<! to 
the humane manner in which they had executed their refpettive offices. In the 
mean while, he rece ved a deputation from the AFGHANS of CASBIN: thefe not only 
offered their allegance to SHAH T iEHMM t hut aW> their fervice to engage imme
diately Klldier in his army. Such a reinforcem nt could not but prove agree-

4 . aWe 



T,HE HISTORY OF Part XIt. 

&bit te th~ PIUIA general, and in the name of his matter he promifed them 'a 
kind reception. 

THE fpirit of revenge did not ftop with the {lau~hter of the AFGttANS of ISFAHAN : 
the people were furious at the fight of every obJefr that could raife in their minds 
the leaft remembrance of their paa fut*rings. MAGHMUD, when he as near his 
natural death, was taken off by violence as related l yet, as he was the founder of 
the dominion of the AFOMA~S in PERSIA, they had at a confiderable expence erect
ed a magnificent maufoleum to his memory. This edifice, according to the cullom 
of the_tt, was built in a grove, and inclofed with a wall. Though MAOHMUD 
had 'been (0 inhuman a mur.derer, ytt the fuperfiition of the partners in his vic~ 

, induced them t r their prayers at his tomb. This increafed the indiglO 
nation of tht inhabi UYAHAN, and oded a greater impatience to their defire 
of delhoying it. Gbtained permiffion of the KHAN for this purpofe, they 
levelled this edifi~ to ~.tround, with the fury of an enraged mob j they would 
not even fUlIh- ~ «""his bones and, to add a yet greater mark of contempt 
and abh , in the -'mr place on hieh this mallfoleum had been ereCted, they 
built a ~ jikcs. 

SHAH T~HMAS, who was ftill atTJ£H1R.AN', ha\"ing recei\fed ftObce of wlut had 
patred in ISF A HAN, prepared to take potreffion of his capital. He marched at the head 
of the greareft part of the forces which were left with him, and artived the ninth 
of DlctMBER following at GAZE, a village about rue miles diftanct from ISFAHAN. 
Here he was met by his general T ~lIMAS «OULt lurAN; whom the SHAH no fooner 
faw, than be alighted from his horre, as if he tneiltlt to pay him homage. The 
general difn10unted alfo, and ran to him in a refpedful manner, to prevent this 
great mark of condefcen60n; but the SItAR infrfted upon Wilking a few paces with 
him, declaring that he could not thew too great: a diftinCtion to the perfon who 
had deli~~ his country, Ind driven his enemies from ISFAHAN. After a lhort 
convert· ion he mounttd again, preceded by his running footmen &; the KRAN fol
lowihg juft behind him at the head of his troops. 

T~HMA now made his entry into ISFAHAN, and was received with all thofe de
monftrttiOns of joy hich the futiden change, from the execrable tyranny of the 
ufur AIHREFF, to the geode deportment of theit legal fovereign, could infpire. 
The remembrance of his misfortunes added all the tendemefs of affettionate fub-
jea-., to the religious rerpeCt for the petfon of him who now appeare the only 
iUmvor tbt snFn family. But the tt'aftfPotts of his joy were in reat mea· 
(ute fupJftfted, when he heard of the fate the king his father, and aw the pa
lace, Which ei~t ats before c:untain .u the fplendor of a court, exhibiting only 
naked ~ns. '"The temembt'ance tMt he as reftored to the throne of his anceftor , 
was not fuflicifttt to fiJeace the dilbtes of humanity, in a breaft formed to ~ntJe 
impmnons. Th. a king, he was not aihamed to'Weep. As lOon as he entertd 
the harram, an old wOman threw her arms !tDOUt his neck in tranfports of joy; as 
he knew that AsRIl'!" bad carried away his fiaer,; aftd "Other relations, he was the 
mort furprized to find this perfon to be his mother. This lady had, ever Lince the 

iuvafion 

• Shatir. 
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)'jnvaGoh of the AFO HANS, difguifed herfelf in the habit of a nav~ and rubmincd I 

I to all the offices of drudgery, which are ordinarily impofed on perfons in that 
lituation. 

THE king, aft~r enjoying the fatisfaction to find one of his parents alive, prepared 
himfelf for the duties of a (overeign prince. He received all thofc who appeared 
before him in fa affable and obliging a manner, that he won thcm entirely to . 
intereft; and though their poverty was very great, they contributed liberally 
fupport of the army, which was increafed to near forty thoufand men. 
Ti.EHMAS, whore t ndernefs of nature became his crime, inftead of comm~~1 
his general to purfue and extirpate his enemies, gave way to ~ melancholy 1UI1l or 
thought. T i.EHMAS KOULI KHAN took.. occafion from hence, to ~fenc to him 
in a refpeftful mann r, that his pr fent fituation ought to effacc aU re.ainDbrance of 
paft difgraces; the SHAH replied to this effeCt: " How is it poffible th ~ heart 
" 1hould be open to joy; alc my own misfortUnes, and thofe of y to 
., be forgotten, fo long ~s the murderers Qf y f,dlt:r aad brothers ~ f-
'" RASS, where my fifters, am! other female relations, are held in fla~ry thevile 
" AFGHANS?" This was, in faCt, to reproach his general with inaCtivity; for ir 
was in his breaft t~ have purfued them, without giving them the leaft time to form 
any future project;. but TJ2.HMAS KOULl KHA , true to his own principles, forefaw 
that the remembiance of his fervices would wear out of the minds of the peQple, 
unlefs to the office of gencraliffimo, he could add that of' a prime minifter, or ~ 
leaft po1fefs a power adequate to it~ He therefore took this occafion to reprcfent 
to the SHAH, that he was very ready to lMrch againft the enemy, a"d finiih the bufi
nef~ pf feftoring to his majefty all hi dQminwns ~ but rnu he knew n my was 
not to be kept together withQut pay;. and fl)orcover, he bad karl'lt from the expe
rience of LUTI ALI KHAN, towardS the clofe of the late unfortunate re~~n of SfiAH 

HUSSEIN, that the intrigues of a court often batfJe the moft glorious military opera
tions; therefore, if his majefty meant to compleat the work. which was fo happily 
begun, a power muft be granted him to levy money for the paymcnt of the army. 

THE king~ who already defigned to give his aunt in marriage to this- general, and 
llad actually made him :BIGUll BEG of KHORASAN, was ftartled II( h.is-demand of 
thi extraordinary powell of levying money; being fenfible that futh a ftep was in 
fume meafure to yield up the rovereignty. He confuited with rome of tM prin i
pal officers, if there was any proper perf aD to whom he could give the command of 
the army. Whethe, there officers were in the intereft of the general or nor, they 
declared t opiniun, that the foldiers would not willingly ferve under any ocher 
perfon than 'l'lERMAS KOULI K-HAN; and confequeRdy, that it would be beft to com· 
ply with his demand for the prefenr, and reu nt his infoknce hereafter, when there 
fuould not be any fuch preffing occafion for his fervices. The ambitious KO""f 
KHAN. thus obtaining his point in fo important an article, profeff'ed Ian entire devo
tion to his mafter's fervice. As a proof of this, he offered to take the field imme
diately, and go' fearch of the AFOHANS; and accordingly before the end of DE-

~ M.JlI this )'~ar,. the tAIUl army began their march toward. SHII.ASS. 
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ASHJlEFF flops at SHIRASS. T .£HMAS KOULt KHAN marchu and difeals the AF~ 

OHA s the 15tb of JANUARY 1730 • Fligbt, Jij/rejs, and death of ASRREFF. 

T.£HMAS KOULI KBA marcbes ag,,;1IjI tbl TURKS, .alld talus RAMADAN and 
T AVRIS; he makes (J truct, returns If) HER AT, ~eduC(s Ih"l province, and marches 
into KHORA'SAN. '1'be SHAH marches to ERIVAN, obtains [ome advantages over the 
TURKS, and is afterwards Mftated near tbe ARAS, and again at HAMADAN. 

ASHREFF did not entertain the leaft thoughts, that the active T iEHM AS 

KOULI H AN would remain long at ISF A H AN; on the contrary, h<> expetl:ed 
to be clorely purfued. He had, be fides his army, a numerOl s caravan, of 

which part confifted in camels loaded with the plunder of ISFAHAN; yet the firft 
day he marched fixty miles. His intentions were to have taken the rout of KHER~ 
MAN, but hearing that the BALOUCHEES were in arms, and concluding they would 
have no regard to him as a fugitive prince, poffetred of great riches, he determined 
to march to SHIRASS. Being informed that the PERSIAN army was 10' ring in lS ~ 
FAHAIi. he plundered and ravaged the province, as well as the city; and gave a 
100fe to aU that barbarity, which the complicated motives of revenge and avarice can 
fuggcfl tD a mind naturally cruel. T6 this h was the more induced, by the con
dua of the nil IANS in JSFAHAN towards the AFGHANS. 

T J£HMAS KOVLl !tHAN having fupported the rigor of the fearon with great con 
ftancy, after a march of twenty days arrived near ASTAKHAR·. His troops bad 

iuffered 

• 1)iI city is near the rQms of the uaeot nu.pol.JS. 
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:fuffered very much by the feverity of the karon, and want of provilions, the Ar
-(lHANS having laid the country wafte; this occalioned a confiderabJe diminution of 
the P.ERSIAN army by defertion, as well as mortality. The AFGHANS having fixed 
their camp in an advantageous fituation, determined to try the fortune of another 
battle; whiUl: the PEl. SIAN troops, on their patt, were impatient to give a finilhing 
-il:roke to the AFGHANS. The 15th of january, TJEHMAS KOULJ KHAN attackccl 
the AFGHANS with all his tcoops, with the fame vigor as he had done at MOll 

CHAKOR., and put them inftantly to flight; lnfomuch that he was apprehfnlive 
their feeble refiftance, that they meant to draw him into an ambufcade. Ho 
adopted it as a maxim, not to feparate his troops; being fenfibJe that when 
tachment is routed, their Hight often throws a whole army into c ~ antf 
the [peed with which the vanquilbed fly, is but a ~.riOUI fee it)': t~. iin.ee 
the conqueror muft overtake them at laft. 

AN excefs of caution, may bring on the fame confequences as ~: d\e 
KHAN'S weat circumfpeCtion. upon'thiS occdon~ gave the AFGHA $. Y 
to concert m·'"1lfures for their fecure retreat, with all their valuabJe eWe s. The 
hou(es, gardens, and narrow paffages about the city of SHIRASS, were fuch as ren
dered the approach difficult. and the KHAN refOlved to put nothing to an unnecef .. 
fary hazard, tince it was plain that the pride of the AFGHANS was humbled to the 

·dt.lft. 

THESE people had however taken Q reralution to defend a palfage in tlte north tlde 
of the mountains, which leads to the city; and dividing their meA into platoom, 
made fever.d difcharges on die PEASIAN army. Finding this did not hinder th~ 
PERSIANS from marching on in regular order, they fled to SHIRASS. ASHJlEff be
ing now reduced to the Jaft extremity, {ene two of his principal officers to T..£HMI. '; 

KOOLI {{HAN, with offers of delivering up the princetres, :1110 the treafure and orhe,' 
df as belonging to the crown; on condition that he and his troops ihould retire 
out of PERSIA unmolefted, and carry with them their families, arms, and baggage. 
To this the KHAN replied, that he would not comply with fuch propofa\; n the 
contrary, thatiftheydid.notdelivcrup ASHREFF, he would put all theAFGH~N to 
the fword. Thefe officers then pretended, that if the KHAN would grant them 
qtl rter, they would deliver up their chief: to this no definitivt! 3Afwt'r was g~vcn, 

o but the deputies were permitw.1 to retire. 

whiJe ASHREFF, who was AOt ignorant t~at lle had notlling to expect 
but a CI'U ath, if he rell into the hands of the PEItSI NS , mJ.rcbed off in the 
night. and was got to fome diflance before T }£HMAS KOOI,J KH .... N was ionformt>d of 
it. Jt may be preful11ed, that it did not give him any great concern that he bad 
miffed the recovery of the princdres of the royal blood, however he might be af
fetted with regard t~ the treafure. In order to facilitate their retreat, the AfGH NS 

feparated into diff'ertnt bodies; It therefore became the more difficult to prevent 
their Bight. The KHAN was not perhapa u,o much concerned abeut this, as his 

rmy imagined; finee every circumftance of his conduCt proved that he was in his 
heart a TARTAR. and more difpoft'u to favor that nation, than the natives of PER

~I.~: thus we may, in fome meafure, reconcile a conduct: feemingly fq contrary to 
VOL.. H. • 0 0 . 'tllc 
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o. m naturcil ial\tlty of his gt:ui s. However, on hia arrival at SHt,RASS, he catlfed \ 

(e of the AFGHANS, whom he found thert, to be put to death: thofe of an ' 
diftinttioh he feht: prifol'lers to ISFARA with the news of his victory. 

ALTHO' ASHREFF had made a fudden and kcret flight, fome of the parties, which 
the KHAN detached after him, overtook the AFGHANS, and a fkirmHh enfued, bur 
t P.EllSlANS were obliged to retreat. it is not eafy to figure the difficulties which 
MIU EFF encountered i his riches [erving on1y to increafe his danger. Betides the 
great diil:refs he was in for provifion nd forage, in the dead of winter, he was per
petually attacked on every fide by the peafalltS, till at length he was obliged to 
abindon his baggage, and after that to drop all · the PlllS1AN women and children, 

in he was carrfiAI into captivity. Some of his fuUowers, tranfported with 
rage and jealoufy, killed their women, prevent their falling into the hands of 
their enemies. 

UN D tao there cir'cdififtances, it was impoffible for them to keep together in any 
conflderable body. Their divifion gave an opportunity to moft of their captives 
to efcape. and amopg thdc were taunt nd filler of SHAH TJBHMAS. As foon as 
thefe ladies MUm .to SHI~ASS, they were conducted honorably to the court of 
lSFAHAN, and the former was given to TAtKMA'9 KOULI KHAN in marriage. HUh
ger and thirft, cold and fatigue. with incefi'ant ikirmifhes, having difperfed the 
AFGHANS; ASHREFF had with him only two hundred men, when he was attacked 
by a body of the BALOUCHEES a: he made a very gallant defence, but a length him
felf and all bis people were cut to pieces. 

THUS ended the ufurpaclon of the AFGHANS, but not the calamities of PERSIA. 

The death of ASHR EFF was but a prelude to thofe mifchiefs, whieb NADIR, that 
fcourge of heaven, was to bring on this unhappy country. The weaknefs of ItU s
SUN'S reign, h,ad been the firft apparent caufe, which by a chain of effetl:s could 
hardJy fail to plunge this miferable nation into further misfortunes, not inferior to. 
thofe it had felt unde the cruel AfGHANS. 

T JERMAS ROUL! KHAN remained about two months in SHIR ASS, and refrelhed 
his army. As foon as the fpring approached, he direCted hi courfe to~ard'" 
RAMADAN: his name was already fo formidable to the T1;1ltKS, that ftom his valor 
and experience, they dreaded the lofs of thofe dominions, which they had con ~ 
quered during the Jate troubles in PERSIA. If he was an objeCt of terror to them, 
his ~ondua alfo gave umbrage at the court of ISFAHAN; the afcendency he had 
obtamed by means of the :lJmy under his command, rendered him already 100 great 
for a £i.tbjtCt. 

SHAH TaRNAI had no fooner made a difpofition of his interior government~ 
than he fent an embadador to the POIlTE, to acquaint the GR.AND SIGN lOll of his 
R-eftabli1hment in the goftmment of the P!JUIAN empire; and that he delited ro 

live 

eo There are cliWrreDf ac:coalltl given concerning the place wIaere this A'CHAM chief ended hi Ii*" 
bat as tbe de~ert of UCIITAN was his rout to ICANDAJUok, it may be prcfllmeli_Ulat he was not, very 
lez advanced lD chit cowwy when this eVCAt happeaed. 
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live in perfect amity with the TUR s: demanding, however, the refl:itution of hi r7 
' dominions, which they had taken during the troubles, and likewife all the PER.SIA\' 

I prifooers. The embaffador had hardly opened hiJ commiffion, when news arrived 
:at CONSTANTJNOPLE, that the PERSiAN army had already taken HAMADAN. The 
' TURKISH miniftry enraged at this proceeding, declined any further conference. 
The embalfador declared, that he beJieved the news was not true; or that thOfc 
hoftilities had been committed contrary to his mafter's intention, by fome rebe1-
liou lubjeas. However, the TURKS refohl'ed immediately to declare war againft 
the PE SIANS, and accordingly made prepar.ations to carry it on with vigor • 

• 
IN tbe mean while, T ~HMAS KOtJLI KHA had by his arbitrary: proceed. 

and the abufe of his authority, rendered 11is fecurity abfolutely inconfiftent with 
peaceable meafures; or, i{ldeecl, with any other fituation than that of being at the 
head of an army. He had, in faa, beaten ABDALLAH BASHA, and taken RAMA

DAN, and following the TURKS to XERMANSHAH, comp)eated the defeat Of that 
army. Mter putting garrifons in thefe places, he marched or TAYaU arid AIlDI

VILLE a, whlch the BA SHA K UPIlOLI was ordered to defend with forty thoufand 
..men; but KOULI HAN havigg out-marched him, took thefe Blaces. The TURKS 

being thus terrified at the progrefs of the PUSIAN5, demandtd a truce, to which 
'r JEHMAS KOULI KHAN coofented the more readily, as the ABDOLLE!S of HEIlAT 

had revolted, and formed a confiderable army. Upon this he returned back with 
a large body of his troops, and by a laborious march el)tered the country of ISFE

RAIN, and defeated the ABDOLLEES in a pitched battle. He then blockaded HERATt 

which being unprovided for a fiege, was obliged to fubmit. He put the governor 
and all the principal perfons concerned in the rebellion to death, and leaving a gar .. 
rifon of his own men, he marched to MiSCHED. 

T JEHMAS SHAH concluded that tbe truce with the PORTE would not terminate i 
any accommodation: and indeed th TUIlK.S taking advantage of the abfence gf 

OT)LI K.HAN, made great preparations for the march of the OTTOMAN armies. 
T he! SHA H therefore left 1S t AI-tAN in OCTOBER, with an army of bout twenty tho -
fand men, diretl:ing his courfe towards T AVRlS, where he joined the troops left by 
his general TJEHMAS KOULI KH.AN. From thence he marched over the mountains 
of ARMENIA, in the h ight of winter, by hich he loft a confiderable number ~f 
his men. It was near the end of EBR U All "It when he re ched 11UVAN. J 73 I. 

ALI BASHA, SEl\ASKIER of that province, had taken care to fupp]y the city, not 
only for a f&ege, but alfo to aa:t offenfively againft the PERSIA s when a favorable 
opportUnity fhould offi:r: accordingly he caufed fix thoufand of his men to march 
out of the garrifon to attack the PEltSIAN9, with' uctions to retreat at the 6rft 
fire. This order was executed fo well, that the PU .. S1ANS having the appearance of 
a vittory, followed the TUIl.K,S, and fell into tbe {nare; for a malked battery of 
cannon was played on them fo turiouOy, that they 10ft a pat number of eJen. 
The BASH A at the iame "me marched out of his camp, and attacked the PIUIA s 

oo~ ~ 

This city had been famollS for the feputehret t1f the nuuw kings, for cOIle 
nd mofqttes with caffly otnamettta in filVet I but tile TVUS during che trolIbl. 

and plulldered the ridles. 
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in Bank, fo tbat the battle became very bloody on both fides; however, the PER-
f -' N valor waS fupc:rior to that of the TURkS, who were driven back to their en

trenchments. The SHAH then laid liege to the cafHe, but the TURKS having laid 
It' country wafte, he foon found his army in diftrefs for pl'ovifions, and was 
I litjed to caire the liege. 

THE PE RSIAN army then direCted their courfe towards T,AVRIS. ALl BASHA fol 
Jo\\. d thm, and foon met and joined the forces of BASHA KOl)PROLI. The union 
of tIl . TSH troops having rendered them fuperioc to the PERSI ANS, they at
tack,t"d tl c PERSIAN army ncar the city As'rABAT, and defeated them, pufhing fome 
of thrir trQo PS into the river ZENGtH·; many of them were drowned, and a great 
number. taken pr:foners; mong the latter was SEFFI! KOULT KHAN, a general of 
diftinClion, who haa beeD funnerly the ATHEMAT DOULET of SHAH HUSSEIN. This 
perfon, now about fixty ~ar.s of age, was remarkable for his knowledge and 
bravery. 'Vhen he was brought priloner to CONSTANTINOPLE, the GRAND SIGNlOR 
demanded of him, why at the late fiege of TAvals' he had fuffered the chief MUL-

AH and his family to be maffacred? He anfwered in an undaunted tone, .( There 
4( are rakals in 1'U$f& ac; well as in TURKEY, ann when a place is taken byalfaulr, 
" it is impoffible for commanders to plevent di(orders." Whatever might be the 
reafons which induced the OTTOMA~ court to behave thus cruelly to this gallant 
officer, he was conducted richly doathed, with his hands tied behind him, to a 
place near the ft:raglio, where the ORAND SJONJOR glutted his refentment in feeing 
his head cut off. In the mean time, the PERSIAN embalfaoors had been very ill 
treated, and even plundered on the road, fo that the TUItKS feemed to obferve no 
terms with theif enemies, but determined to lay walk the borders of PERSIA with 
fire and {word. 

T JEHMAS SHAH bad, before his defeat near ASTABAT, refolved to abandon 
'1 A RlS in ord r to provide for the curity.of HAMADA.N, to which ACHMED BA
SHA was preparing to lay fiege Th ERSJAN umy reached the plains of MAMA
DAN in 5EPTEMB ll, beillg reduced from fifty b to lefs than thirty thoufand men; 
with tAefe were joined the garriiOn of the dty, and a bloody battle enfued between 
the two armies, in which the TURKS were a fecond time victorious. The SHAH re
turned with his fcattered forces to CASBfN; and HAMADAN fell again into the hands 
of the TUR KS. Th.us the OTTOMAN army gained this year, what they loft the year 
before. 

DURING thefe tranfactions in the 6dd, the fituation of affairs in TU~KEY was 
c:haoged by imeftine commotions. As they had much to lofe, without a profpett 
of making .loy further acquifition, pe~ was become very defirable. AC,HMBD, 
n. SHA of BAGDAT, in confequence of the fuccef. of the PEIl6IA NS the preceding 
J'ear, had received orders to make a peace witb tbem on the beft terms he could. 
lUAHIM )lASKA, the grand vair, confcious of his being ~& to the people, was 
2pprehenfivc tbat if wocefs attended the arms of the PIIUIANS in rccoAquering the 

provinces 
~ nil rim fall. iato die .. .A s, a litdc HlOw .IT.U 'J' • • J t may be prcf&Uned thllt h. 

iColIe8ed a ~ Dumber of force. in his aarda~" J'&&U into chc TvaaUIl dOmjpiOJlI, ~ 
• fGrca IIcIoWad at r . ..vau. 




