
Chap.X. NADIR SHAH. 58; 

as there were 110 purcha{ers of their dkch, except the PERSIANS, hardly a q~arter 
of their value was paid. The confequence of this was, that many left their for
tunes and families at the mercy of the PERSIANS, and made their efcape to AC AR 

ABAD. Here the governor received them, determiNed to refift any of the flYing 
parties who fhould appear in his diftriet; for which purpofe he appointed fix thou. 
fand hone to protea: thofe who fled to him for lhelter. 

MEAN while all the inhabitants of any confideration were obJigC"d to declare cler 
their hand-writing, what money and effects they were polfe{fed of; that jf it IbovW 
be afterwards found tbey had concealed any thing, they m.ighr be punifhed w h 
the uWloft reverity; and in this procefs a fufpicion was often deemed a proof. 

THE commiffioners appointed for the co])edion (at every day, from fun.rife till 
evening, duriJlg which time there was very little refpea fhewn to perfons. At length, 
about tbe middJe of APRIL, the fum of four crores· was extorted from the mf'r. 
chants and common people. In the royal treafuries were found three crores b of 
money; but in the inward vault" which had been ihut during many reigns, they 
difcovered a much larger value c• Nor muft we forget to mention the peacock 
throne, which WlS rich in jewels, and valued at a prodigious fum. The whole of 
the treafure amalfed l1pon this occaGon, is eftimaced as follows: 

Jewels taken from the CREAT MOCHOL 

INDIAN lords 

Crores. 
and the} . 25 

The peacock throne, with nine others. alfo fe-l 
veral weapons and utenlils all garnilhed with S 
precious £lones -

Gold and filver plate, and money. which N A· } 

DJR melted down into large INGOTS 

To thefe we may add the rich manufaCtures of l 
many kinds _ - _ f 

Cannon, warlike frores, furniture, and other va- } 
luable commodities -

9 

2 

4 

i· 
3 1,250 ,000 

If 250,000 

37,500,000 

2,500,000 

5,000,000 

• Five millions of pou~ds. · b Three millions {even hundred and fifty thoufand pounds. 
C The different relations we have had of this extraordinary rapine, are for the moll part upon the 

nlarvellous; and fevera! writers have fuffered their imaginations to travel much fafter than their judgment. 
I could never come to the bottom of he matter in PUSIA . The PlUlANS talked only of hea.ps of 
treafure, and thoufands of camels, and mules loaded with gold and filver and precious frone. Mr. 
I'IlA7.IIl'S account, which I adopt, makes it in general feventy crores, which {eems to be the high eft 
calculation that the nature of tlae thing will warrant; tbis i equal to eighty.feveD milliolls five hundred 
thoufand poWlds of our money. Of this fum, tbirty-feven million. five hllndrcd ilioufolnd pound) i 
(ompuced in gold and filver. 

C H 
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Part XIV. 

C HAP. XI. 

NADIR marries bisftcolldfon to the 11iece of MAROMMED SHAH. The preftnts be mak8S 
10 that pri1zce (md tbe INDIAN lords. '/'he GREAT MOOHOL'S ceJfion of all tbe country 

. on the weft of the INDUS. NADIR'S advia to tQ.al prince. He begins his march 

from DEHLIE, and mufters hi; army. Value of the damage 40ne the INDIANS. 

W HILST NADIR was thus glutting himfe1f with treatu res , he affeeted to 
eftablifh a laftinsfriendfhip with the: GREAT MOOHOL. With this view he 

demanded CAMBARCHE, the niece of t prince, in marriage for his fecond fon 
NESR ALI MYRZA. Their nuptials were accordingly coofummated 00 the 27th of 
MARCH, with fome appearances of that fatisfatl:ion which fuch alliances generally 
create in the families of princes. MAHOYMED SHAH was in no circumfbnces to 
make his niece prefents {uitable to his own rank, or her condition; however, he 
ieht her fifty thoufand rupees in money·, and as much in jewels. NADIR himfelf 
added to there the value of five hundred thoufand rupees in jewels b. 

I T might be prefumed that .this alliance was calculated for political ends, either to 
'preferve his authority over the INDIANS, or to retain fome part of his conqueft by 
right of dowry to the young prince[s: but this was not the cafe. NADIR knew that 
l1e could not fupport hi [overeignty over fo vaft a country, and govern a people fo 
different in manners, tho' of a genius milder and more tratl:able than the PERSIANS c, 
by any authority but what was derived from the fword. So far then as fuch au· 
thority could be extended, he might reafonably hope to fupport his conquefi, and 
farther tha this, alliances by marriage could be of no fignification. Betides, the 
marriages of MAIJOMMEDAN .princes, who take feveral wives, ought to be confi
dered in a different light from thofe of chrifrian kings; tho' it is a means [orne .. 
times ufed among them, as well as chrifrians, to confolidate their friendlhips. 

PERHA'PS NADIR took this occafion to make the firfr mention of his defire that the 
province of CAB L, with all the country on the wefrern banks of the JND us, from 
the fort of ATTOCK, Ibould be yieJded to him. And what difficulty could the 
trembling monarch of HINDOSTAN make, to abandon his Fight to thofe provinces, 
whilft he found himf< If in the hands of a conqueror, who confidered it as an aCt of 
clemency to grant him even his life? 

PURINO thefe tranfaCl:ionsin DEHLIE, the PERS1ANS marauded for thirty or forty 
miles round the capital, plundering the villages. bying wafre the fields, and killing 
the inhabitants who refiiled. Numbers of thefe re left without any provender for 
their cattle, which added greatly to their difrre(s. 

NADIR, who was determined that due obedience fhouJd be paid to all his decrees; 
remembred that which related J the conformity of the seHIAI and Sl1NNIS. ~ 

. • S~ thOQfaDd two hundred and fifty pounds. b Five 11Cb. oruxty-two thOl1rud lye h u 
dred pounds. c l'he P II R.l II' are ,alite and gentle ill their d~porcmeat, ud fablnilive ... 

. eir ruperion; but their ta1l~ for arms ud thCir repa,OIDCe CO be rvJoi -!r' tyrant nG wW'per, bu 
proved fu5cicDtly. . 
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faft and repentance, in commemoration of the death of I M A f HAS SAN, and I M A 

HUSSEIN·, falHngout in th~ month of MARCfJ, he cOlufed it to be proclaimed, that 
no perron whatever, either of his own army, or of the [ubjeCts of the GREAT MO

OHOL, fhould prefume to mention the words TAZIA "or MATUf c. Thi however 
did not hinder, but that fome of his own foldiers, in the camp withollt the city, 
beat their breafts. and made lamentations according to thei former cuftom; for 
which they were feverely punilhed. 

THE fcene was now drawing near a clofe. The grandeur of a great printe an Wi 

conqueror called on NADIR for fome atl:s of generofity. Thofe INDIAN lords, who 
had been employed in ufing their influence and authority to coUed: the vaft tr afures 
he had amaffed, were intitled.to fome regard, tho· it were but a mack of bonor. 

FOR thek, forty-two prefents • were provided, confining each of three, fOUf. or 
five pieces of gold or mVel ttuffi according to their refpettive ranks. Thofe ap~ 
pointed for NIZAM AL MtiLUCK, SIRBULLIND KHAN, the great vizir, KUMMJR, 

Q'DIN KHAN·, and MAHOMMZD KHAN BUN GUSH, an INDIAN general, who had alfo 
been of great fervice to the PERSIAN monarch, were much more confide~able, con
fifting of three rich veftments, a turbant, with a PERSIAN fabre and knife, the 
handles of which were mounted with gold, and enamel d. This ceremony was 
performed on the firft of MAY, and all the OMRAS were orrlered to attend at the 
general uivan, where MAHOMMED SHAH their own fovereign was prefent: they were 
alfo entertained with the morning's rcpaft'. 

Upon 

a The two fons of ALI oftcn m r.tioned . b Signifies mourning. t Death. . d There 
arc called K H AL A 1l1l, which properly fignifies perfeCt or aceomplifiH:d; a robe of honor given by the 

' king. See page I J 0 of this volume. C Signifies the moon of religion They tell a remal ka J 
fiory of this perfon, with relation to his {on BED R ~DD INK HA N, who ditappearcd at KAII. N A L, and it 
was reafonable to refume fell in the field of hattle. Soon l'.fterthis time, the II. AJ A II of l' E I, VEil. met a 

'young man in the Jlabit of a OERVEISH, whom he took to be EPREODIN lOlA, whofe p rfoh was well 
known to him . The' RAJ A H having a great friendlhip for the vizir. fcnt an expre(s to court, to infilrm 
that minifrer of the joyful news that his fon was found. In the mean while, the young man was received 
by the II. A J l\ H with th utmoft politenefs and affeetion, and clonthed in the lichen manner, agreeable to 
llis fuppofed quality. The v IZI R was tranfportcd with joy at the news, and received the cOll1pliml!llts of 
hili friends upon this hal?PY occafion. Orders were di(patched imm di~teJy to the II. II J A H, to fend the fur
pofed fon to ceurt; a rIch palankin was l'repared, and mounted on an elephant, and the young man, 'as 
conveyed with great pomp hy five hundred horfe as f3r as ACBAiABAO, where he was receiv d wi til 
great marks of diftinetion by the f\llciier and domefiics, whom the vizir had Ii nt to me~t him. From 
thence he was conduCted to the capital. The young m:m was IIO fooner arrived there, th an the vi7.ir re. 
ceived him with open arms, and /bed over him the tears of joy and paternal aft'e ion: the refembl nce 
was (0 great. that the vizir entertain d not the leafr jealoufy, but imagined his fuppofed fon jC '1 d, when 
he declared in the fame manner he had done to the RAJ A H, that he was not 11 E P R 1: 0 () INK H II N. The 
cklufion was carried 10 f:u, that he was introduced t'O the harram, :lnu pl'dented to his fuppo~ U Olother. 
His countenanc , his nature, his voice, and nir, per(uaded thi lady alfo that he was her fon; bllt as he 
lliH perfifled that be was not, her curiofity induced her to examine his body, as EOG Ii DIH ItH;\N had 
a mark in a particular place. What pen can defcribe her (orrow and conflliioll. Whl'Jl {he difc()\'en:d that 
he was not hfl fon! 1 he indignity of a ftraoger being brought to her al'artmcnt aggravated tho misfor
UlOe; wbilft the v.,)ung man ('omplaitled of their in rcdulity, by cOll1peIllOg him to fubmit to fuch ~n x
tTemity, Undl'r thefe circumftances, the vi7.ir off~red to :n.lopt him ns his fon, and by that mean. at on c 
wipe off the aain. aDa elljoy fome part of the plca(ures of n tathet, in the faciety of or.e who fo mu h fe

r_led his real fOIl. But neither as this praalcable, for the trlle fath r of this young man, who th u\' ht 
he bad loft 'him, was DO looDcri_med of tbe advcnture~ t all h. r('cl:limcd his {on, with tI.e joy that 
i. Vauual to a tender.pIINnC , This we may can eitbeT brcakf.1t( or dinner, a thcir,cullom is nct t 
eat till about II o'dock, . tbc l'USlA • only ear on en ore in he d~' Sec Vol. 1. f I ..... 'il\ 
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r ,~. UP 'oN this occaGon, the GR E AT MOQHOL himfelf received mark~ of the friendlhip 
• of the P~RSL\N ~monarch viz. a crown, a bracelet', a fillet b. and a girdle richly' 

fet with jewels. To thel'e were added an enamelled dagger., and two fwords, the 
andles of which were fet with jewels. NADIR. SHAH with his O~{l hand placed the 

wn on the GRi.AT MOGHOL'S head, as if he meant to fignift-, that to his arm the 
I IAN monarch was indeoted for his dominions. He alfo declared with an impe

air, which at once argued his contempt of the JNDIANS, and the moft lofty 
conceit of his own power, that if the lords of the court were orniffive in their duty, 
De would all them to a revere account; that they ought to confider him always as 
near, fmet: be could be iell them from KANDAHAR in a very thore time. 

o 

W,iI.lTHJlR any ptrticulat ~mony rformed upon the MOGHOL'S yielding 
up the ]NDIAN dominions hicb NADIa ~*~., does not appear; but this feerns 
to be the proper place to mention the e ary cedion made to the PERSfAN 

. king, which was :Ii follows: 

" MJW GOD perpetuate the reign of NADIR SHAH, wh d as SATURN d, 

'" in glory like MAllS·, in pomp like ALEXANDER r, fovereign the kiogs of the 
U earth; the !hadow of the Almighty. and the refuge o~ ISL.e.M', whofe court is 
.. the heavens h_ 

" THE minifters 1 of the fultan, who is mere' uJ" and tJl~ emperor, who is al1~ ' 
&, gufr, formerly fent embaffadors to us to treat of certain-demands, with which, it 
.. was Ollr purpofe to comply. The embafi'ador MAHOMMED KHAN TURKU,u-AN,. 

nOt long !lnee arrived here from KANDAHAR to remind us thereof: but our .ql'. 

" nifrers having delayed the embaffador, and poftponed anfwering the letters of his 
" fublime maj fry, it at length produced fuch a mifunderftanding between us, that 
" his viCtorious army carne into HfNDOSTAN. We encountered in the fields of 
" 1< l;. RNAL, where viCtory arofe in the eaft of his undeclining fo'rrunc. 

I' A S his fublime majefry is mighty as JUMSHEID It, the greateft of the TO~U
'" MANS, land the fouree of goodnefs as well as valor; relying on his honor, we 

" had 

• Which the INDIANS call BAZOUBUND . b This they call a SIRPlAelf, which is wore round' 
the turbant: perrons of great diftinClion generally have them fet with precious frones. C Which 
the INDIANS cal! CUT"TAIttlI. d SATURN is ei$hty-{even tho!Jfand miles diftant from the 
eanh; hence, tho' it appears fo fmall, allronomers mention It as wenty tin\c, tl)e diameter of tbe earth, 
The ting, which furrounds his middle like an arch, contains forty. five diameters of tile earth. How 
doe. tbe mind labour to reach the vall expanfe; yet is not thit DlOI'C to infinite fpace tban a mom or to 
ttemity J e There is alfo a comparifon made with MAil,. vir.. " int uous as the god of war;" but 
thiJ {eems to be droppiug tile figure with regard to M~RS as a planet. n , ing placed between J UPITEIl 

and the S II N, it might imply power and glory. It is true, a more apt meaning might hIWe been cloaked 
if the llllOtA N or .UII A N allralogers agreed with thore of E UROP E, witll regard to the appearances of 
MARS, with • rQdd~ troubled light, ,fuppofed to be encompa.lred with, a c~oudy atmofpbere; if they had 
Jared under the notion of a panegyrIC to tell a bold truth. ( Some writers have tranflated this, " the 
fecona ALiXANDU ;" and from the make many remarks on tho fuppofed model which NADU fol
lowed, abo' his motives ~em to haw been "et')' different fram that of the C;UCIAN hero. II By 
this is n1e.\At the true faith. "1« j, hard to fay which of chefe three compliments is the greateft. 
bomb.ft, or the moll iU applied. I As. they ottn ufe the third 1)CII'foo pi ... 1 I wbn they- {peak of 
"rinces, they &lfo exprefs an awful refpcCl, not by aCcribinz tbcir .6iioDII their miDiftcn. bat Cublli~ 

. tilting the inltrulnCODt for the agent. II. This was ODe of dlo. of 'UJU, lllmaJ'kaiJlCl 
t great ~ow«. 
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" 
" 
" 
" 
.(, 

" BUT in regard to the il1uftrious family of JURGHIN c, and the Iionorhe ' pto. 
' U felfes for the original tree of TURKA d, out of the greatnefs of his foul, anefti 
" overfiowings of his humanity, he has b\!en pleafed to reftore to us the crown 
" gem of HINDOSTAN. 

"I confideration of this act of generofity~ which no father has ever thewn to a 
" fon, nor any brother to a brother, e make over to him all the countries to the 
" weft of the river ATTOK. c, and of (hat of SCIND f, and NALA Sl1NK.RA', which 
" is a branch of the SCIND. 'That is to fay, PIUSHOR with its territories; the prin
" cipality of CABUL and OASNA, HAZARIJAT, the mountainous refidences of the 
" AFGHANS, wit e caftles OfBUCKHOR, SUNKOR ~, and KHOUDABAD; the palfes 
" territories, and abOdes of the TCHOUKIS and BALLOUCHEES, with the whole pro
"', vince of TATA : alfo the came of RAM j the towns of CHUN, SUMAWALI, and 

K£T R A, with all the eaftJes, towns, ports, villages, and open country, from the 
, firft rife of the river A TTOK, with all the country comprehended within its 

U branches, till it empties itfelf into the fea at NALA 50NKRA. 

, "TH ESE we freely give up to the dominion of the powerful fovereign of P ERSI A, 
' ~ and from henceforward ou officers and 'fubjeCl:s lball evacUate the fame, and re
'" fign the property and government to the PERSIAN king, to be difpofed of at his 
"pleafure. \Ve renounce alJ Ollr right to command, controllJ, or colleCl: revenu , 
C~ in any of thofe dominions. But the caftle and town of LORRE BENDER, with all 
cc the country to the eaftward of the river ATTOCK, and of the water of the SCJND, 
-<, and .' ALA su KRA, fhall, as before, belong to the empire of HI ' DOSTAN. Dated 
., atsHAJEHANABADthefourthof MOHIRR11, 11521." 

THIS acqnifition of domini{)ll was an objeCl: of, no lcfs confequence, than all th 
flll'es ofwbich NADIR robbed the MOGHOL, particularly the province of PtlsHOR; 

4f we may judge from tbe great revenues which he drew from that conquefr: nor 
was there any oth r dang r of bis loling it, tban \ hat naturally arofe from th 
'ircllll1ftances of his own government. The feat of the PERSIAN empire, which he 
had elbblilhed in KHORA A , was alfo calculate for the fupport of his conqucft 
had Providence permitted him to eftablilh by the art'S of peace, what he had thu 
acquired by the fword. But as the GREAT MQGHOL became a prey to • ADIR by 

Dddz ili 

• DEHLIE. b h01A. C This word i fometimes wrote COUROAN; but the 
both eq,ually allude to TIY\1R l1li0 or TAMERLANI, of whom the INDUN emperors are defcended, 

• Tbll Ifo I undcrftaDd to allude ~o TAM Ell LAN I, c I have already obferved the this 
is lWt of the INDV.. { Part of the cc on the ft of the I DtT often goes under this 
denomination. a. well at the I DVB iuelf. C 'J hi is fometimcs called AU UNCUU 

icb feems to be thl illand betweea the lN1)U ana WDlt DB LISLE calb thl! river DIM loin:. 
II Tbi, is fometimes wiD £ H loll!. the zd of AU n. I 7' 
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the lmlt of too great gentlenefs; fo NADIR'S excefs or feverity necetrariJy rendered. 
lJim odioLlS, and con{tquently haftcned his fall with a more prodigious ruin. 

N ADJR had now r ·wrned the lNDJAN diadem to the leglll polJ"elfor, ft'emingty 
with a JnllCh great r indifference, than ALEXANDER reftored to PORUS the kingdom 
which he had conquered from him, with an additional territory. ,MAHOMMED 

SHAlt was not an object of jeaJoufy, as he feemed no ways inclined to war, or to 

COnlin nct! any futllfe conteft: wllereas POR us figllalized himfeIf in military achieve. 
Int:nu. ALtXANDEll indeed abandoned INDIA entirely; probably becaufe he could 
not keep ie, and therefore can claim the lefs merit: N AIHR retained a confiderabfe 
1hare of his conqueft, on a prefumptioll thali he could keep it. Shall we fay that 
honor or generofity WilS concerr.ed in either cafe? Little more than what arifes 
fr-oQl the ' virtue which is paffive, becault there is no temptation or inclination to 
offend. 

NADIlt being now prepared to marCh back into his own country, took occauon " 
to give a lcffon of advice to the GREAT M00f10L; and under the cloak of friend •. 
filip, to recommend fuch a conduCl: ac: tended moil to the fecurity of the new con~ 
queft, which had been juft yielded to rum. It is faid he fpoke to this effect: " You 
" ought by all mean!. to take potreffion of th~ lands affigned tor the fupport of your 
" governors', and pay each of them their appointments with ready money out of 
" your treafuri s. Let none of them keep any forces of their own: you will then 
" have the lefs occaGQn for a numerous ftanding army; however. you ought to 
" fuppert a body of fixty thoufand choice cavalry, at tbe annual expenee of fixty 
" b rupees each. very ten men ought to have one corporal e, every ten corporafs 
" one captain d. and every ten captains one commander of a thoufand e. Acquaint 
" yourfelf with the country, family, and name of all your officers, with their re-
" fpeCt:ive merits and inclinations. Never fu/fer e her them or the common fol-
" di rs to be idle or inactive. When occafion requires. detach a fufficiem numbel: 
" of your troops under the command of a brave, faithful. and experienced officer; 
" but when he has exeemed his bufinefs, recall him. By this means you will have:. 
" the lees to fi aI", with regard to the confe'luences of too ,great a power. 

" A s to the great officers of your court, be careful in your choice of tnem, and 
~, do not prefer thofe who are artful, ambitious, or felf-interefted. Were I to chufe 
" th m, they would fhew you very little refpett in my abfence; but you may de
" ~nd, if any of th m prove rebellious, I will fend to chaftire them. If necef
" fary, I can be ,with you myfelf in forty days from KANDAHAR f, and neve,r. 
" reckon me far off. U ' 

TH1S advice feen1eo to be in fome mellfure agreeable to NADIR·! own maxims of 
government; tho' the frontiers which he had to guard required fo many forces, that 

he 
• There llrc clIlled J A C tTl U, odaods appointed for ptymetlt of the CaOaries of the rerpcaive govemon. 

which nl\~urally giv~s them a kind of {Q~erei~nt1. by c:olle8inJ the taxes. and converting them to their: 
(lWn ufe. The adVIce here feems to be \~ry Juft. II Sutty rupee" or {eyen pounch ten lhilling •• 
is butthirty crowns of PlUtA, whereas NADJ R. 's {oldiers col him a hllodred CI'OWna, including office,... 
'tut fervitude is cheaper in l111DIA. c DJlIl-BABHI, " SUDtvAL. • HAZ ....... 

~cti~c. ~cd NUUlASlU, f The diftance it compatccf betwtea (even Md c.i&ht hundrc4 
\. ~ 
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he was often obliged to employ fuch commanders as he had foon rearon to dfftruft. 
He recommended to SJllBULLJND KHAN, NIZAM AL MULUCK, and other OMJtAS 

belonging to the court of MAHOMMED SHAH, to be faithful to their mafter; telling 
them, that it religious adheren(e to their duty to their own fovereign, would be the it 
beft fecudty againft his refentmeDt~ 

THE fourth of MAY he ilfued out orders fur his army to march, and proclamatioa 
was made, that no INDIAN iliould prefllme, under pain of death, co conceal anyone. 
belonging to his army. He alro gave orders, that none of h· officers or foldier 
iliQwd carry with them any male or female naves, except fuch as had been bought 
with money, and with the public coofent of the parties; and that, even women law
fully married to them, iliould not be taken away without their confent. Some of 
the officers ufed the moft gentle entreaties, but none of the INDI A N women 
could be entirely prevailed on to leave their country; N A DfR therefore obliged 
thefe officers to fend back the few women who had accompanied them out of the 
city. It was. doubtful if this rigor arofe from the regard which he always fhewed 
to the f.reedom of that fex, ,,9 far as MAHOMMEDAN principles allow; or from a
fear left thefe women lhould be a means of fupporting a correfpondence with the:. 
{ND IA N S, not confiftent with his fyftem of Eolitics. 

As foon as he arrived at the gardens of SHAL1MAR, he ordered a mu(fer ofhi~ 
army. Four hundred men being miffing, ftriCt fearch was made, and fixty of them 
were dircoveretl, and brought to the camp, where he gave a proof of the feverlty of 
his difcipline, by caufing their heads to be cut off. This jnduced the INDIANS out 
of pure mercy to conceal the ocner deferters. 

NADIR carried with him a hundred and thirty writers, among whom were feveral: 
who underftood the finances of he empire, of which he was particularly delirolls of 
acquiring an entire knowledge. He a1fo obliged three hundred maifons and buildets. 
twO hundred fmiths, two hundred carpent rs, and one hundred ftone-cutters, to eu
gage in his fervice, in order to go into PERSI A. His intentions were to build a 
city after the model of DEflLI E, a draught of which he carried with him. This new 
city was propored to be called N A D J R ABA D·; which at the fame time that it tranf
mitted hi!; own name to pofter-ity, might remain a monument of his conqueft in 
INDIA, and of his viCtory obtained over the GREAT MOGHOL. He al\owed th fe 
artificers large pay, and provided them with horfes and other neceffaries for their 
journey: he alfo agreed,. that after the expiration of three years, they fhould be at 
liberty to return home. However this defign might flatter his vaniey, jt was never 
carritd into execution = part of thefe IN.DIANS deferted before they reached LAHOR.,. 

and the continual wars in which he was engaged after his return into PERSIA, diver-
ted his attention from this projeCt., . 

BESIJ)ES the jowels, gold, filver, and other valuables alr~ady menti ned, he 
took with him near three hundr d b elephants, ten thoufaod hories, an I as many 

camels, 

• The city of "A 0 Ill. • Some accounts foy he took a tboufand elephants, which (eems to b 
~ cb too great a II.lunber to laavc been colletlcd, or to be of any gfe. Thcfe ao.imala indeed carry lar&.. 

~~tb Ia 
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came s, of wHich many were loaded with fpoiI. Moil: of the gold and filver was 
melted into large ingots, and flung over the backs of camels. horfes and mules. If 
we reckon one half part of the thirty crores., already fllemioned, to be ~n gold; 

other in fiJvcr; according to the ordinary computation of loads, even for 
jOlJrnies in P R SIA, it would require five thoufand feven hundred camels, 

artti two thoufand and fifty horres and mules b. The manufactures, furniture, and 
warlike eapon, it may be prefumcd, would require a much greater numbel;. 

IT j computed diat the houfes and goods deil:royed by fire. and the fields which 
\ ere laid wafte, amounted to near twenty crores c; we may therefore reckon upon 
the whole, that this P£RSIAN ravager . .the INDIANS of above one hundred 
and twenty millions of pounds. 

PlUtJII:~ into erefnit,. upon this lmhappy oc
I cafion, they are not reckoned lefs than twO ndred thoufand; of whom fell between 

LAHOR anci KA R NAL, in the battle, and a fe days after:wards, forty thoufand; in 
:the ma{[acre one hundred and t n thoufand ; in the villages, and thofe who died by 
famine, fifty thoufand. We will now leave the INDIANS to repair by indufrry and 

,commerce, the havu k created t..y their avaricious enemy, aDd follow N ADI R in 
his march. 

A P. XU. 

ADIR continues his march J,,,,, the gardens of SHALIM·AR • . .All injJal1ce oj hIS vanity 
mId a'V'arice. His crue/t)· towards numbers oJ the pea!ants. C011tribution of LA HOR. 

llis pPjfoge over the eH A TROU obftrul1ed. lie returns back towards LAHOR. Con
Jederacy oj tbe AFHCHANS (wd ) ,' DJ NS to appoft his paffage through the d¢les. He ' 
[eizes the plundtr belOJlgillg to N.r o'Um flldiers. Jijs march to PE J SHOR. KH (J 0 A Y~\R. 

KHAN re[ufts to acknowledge tbe jovertigllty of NADIR, and is ,.educed. NADIR pur
fu(S his marcb to KA DAIJAR. He fends his h-eajUf"e /0 Kif;LAT, and conquers 
KHIEVA and nOKHAR • 

T HE nece{[ary difpofitions being made, on the 6th of MAY NADIR purfueci 
his march from the g rdens of SHALIMAR, direCting his courfe to the pJaini 

·of KARNAL, where the INDIANS firft owned him as their conqueror. According to 
the ordinary confequepce of vail: polJ'effions, the precautions he took, feemed to ar
gue a greater inquietude for the prd"etvation, than he had fhewn folicitude for the 
acquificion, of his riches. 

WHEN 

bllrtnen&; bat ucept it be (or artillery a d futh like area. camels, horfes. and mules. anrwer the pur_ 
pore better. This IS a long-lived animal, and yet I could Dever hear that there were filch llUVlbers iJ~ 
nil" j the number in the camp did nat reach to chin1.' aad more which NADIR rent into TURKEY 

ad I.,!IIIA did not exceed twcl)f)'. • rnairty.{cven Gullions 'vo bandred tboufand J>Ound.. b .Frol1l 
·s review of the matter we may prcflllnC it was • Jar .... fum _0 ever tal collctled in one treafwy : 

ha er it was, it.i' cl.iflipated: c Tweaty.fivc million5 of ,pOIaDd$. 
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WHEN he 'arrived on the plains of KARN AL, he fcmt for the chief' of the town of 17 
that name, and commanded him to build a village on the fpot he had encamped, 
and to call it by the name of FATllH ABAD b: for this purpofe, it is faid, he ve 
him five thoufand rupees c. It is not improbable, that an inclination to 
the memory of his viCtory, might induce him to be at this ex pence ; but 
fo very inconfiderable, plainly proved how {hong the paffion of lva.rice was 
in his breaft, amidft fuch vaft riches. 

A s the army was marching, the peafants watched their opportunities to plunckr 
or kill the foldiers, who were fent OUt to provide necelT.u-ies; they alfo pillaged the 
exterior parts of the camp in the night, infomuch that the PERSIAN$ loft above a 
thoufand camels, norfes, anel mules, before they.-eached TANJSEER. Thv SHA~, 
enraged at this behaviour, gave orders for pl~nderin~ that tl)wn, and putting tbe , 
inhabitants to the fword. Other town and vIllages iulfered the fame fate; and by 
this conduCt he frightened thofe into compliance, whOm he could not by any other 
means' engage· to fupply his army. 

ZEKARIAH KJiAN, the gov ~nor of LAHOll, having made his fubmiffions to N -

DI~, when he palfed through the province of PiNJAn in his way to OEHLIE ; it was 
apprehended [hat the inhabitants had nothing to fear: but this KJiA N no fooner 
heard of the maifacre at DEHLIE, and of the feverity with which the contributions · 
had been exacted in that city, than he forefaw the ftorm that was gathering. Re
folving therefore not to be taken at a cliradvantage, he fummoned aU the merchants, 
money-changers d, and wealthy inhabitants, to bring in their quotas toward rairing 
a crore of rupees e, This fum was deemed the utmoft which they could pay. _ 

N.ADIR wa3 no [o.oner arrived at the gardens of SHALIMAR, than he difpatched . 
• ABDUL BAKI KHAN, with a confiderable body of troops, co demand a large contri. 

bution of LAHOR ; and having palfed through SERHINO, he was drawing near to this 
c.apital of the province, when ZJ!KARlAH KHAN went out to meet him. The crore ' 
of rupees was prefented, with the' firongeft proteftation that this fum was the ut
moft which the city could raife; that if it was his pleafure to pillage or to fiaughter 
the inhabitants, they were unable to rerift his forces, and therefore refigned to what
ever lho\.lld be determined. ABDUL BAKI KHAN had ord rs to demand a larger 
[urn; but this juft reprefentation being made to the SHAH, the crore of rupees was , 
~ccepted, and the PERSIAN army continued their march. 

WH'EN they arrived on the banks of the CHANTROlT, the bridge of boats prepared 
for their pafrage had been carried away by a fud,clen fwelling of the waters; NADIR ' 

therefore direeted his march back, and entered the province of PENJAB, whence a 
body of horfe was difpatched to LAHOR, to demand provifions. The inhabitants, 
who had hardly recovered ftom their dread of fire and fword, at the late approach 
of the PERSIAN army~ and were impoverifhed by the contributions they had paid, 
now thought only of faving their lives by flight. ZEKAllJAH K.HAN was no fooner 
Wormed of .the pannie with which the people were ftruck, than .he went and threw 

. himfelf 

a Z IIlof I D At. • Signifies the habitation ofviaory. 
• One million two hundred and iIiy tho1tfand pouadt. 

·SEIUU. 



THE HISTORY OF 

, hlmfilf at NADIR'S feet, and begged that he \'ould not approach ntarer the city, 
r-ngagipg at the fame time that the bri fhould be repaired without delay_ I(was 
accordingly performed, and the army pam dover. 

11 then directed his courfe' to1;'aroS R. 'EHN AS, a fortified city on the eafiern 
the "INDUS near SUVAT,. a branch of that rivet. Thence advancing to ' 

A'I'TOK, he attempted to pafs the INDUS, into the dominions which had been lately 
yielded up to him. Here the want of a fllfficient number of boats to form the 
briJge obliged him to halt: and this delay afforded time to the AFGHANS and the 
INDIA s, who inhabited the weftern fide of the river, to take up arms. The vail: 
booty which the PERSIA shad amaffed, was a temptation not to be refifted. They 
relol ed to try their fortUne, if by u' ir forces they could feize forne part 
elf the plundcr. . 

\VH A T their efforts would have p they been ~jed into execution, 
it is not cafy to determine. The PERSIA king certainly thought himfelf in dan
ger, and chofe rather to negotiate for a free paffage, than run a hazard where there 
was notAing to gain. The confideration of a vall: treafure, had rendered the fierce 
and intrepid NADIR cautious and circumfpec1. His minu, ever fertile in expedients, 
now fllggefied to him to write to NACIR K R!\N, tlae late governor of CABUL, whom 
he had left at P£!SHOR, commanding him in the moft e-xprefs terms to life his in~ 
tereft to difperfe the tribes, who were affembled in the mountains. The KHAN 
immediately fent for the chiefs of this confed~racy, an.d perfuaded them to decl ine 
their enterprize, for which, according to his inftructions, he engaged to give them 
ten lacks of rupees a. However large this fum might appear upon another occallon, 
i t was an object of very little confideration compared with the bul! of N AD loR 'S 

treafure; he therefore remitt d the money without delay, and purchafed a free 
paffage b. 

WHILST th'e bridge was preparing for his paffage over the INDUS, meffengers ar
rived from the court of the CREAT MOCHOL, requefiing in behalf of that prince the 
redemption of two rich feather jewels, belonging to the head-drefs of the fultana. 
Upon this, orders were given for fearching the royal treafury, but no fnch jewels 
.could be found. It was reafonable to preiume that they had been brought away 
from the INDIA court, and of courfe they mufr be 10 the poffeffion of fome officer 
or foldier in the army. This fuggefied to NADIR fufficient reafon to challenge all 
precious frones as his property; accordingly he ordered firiCt fearch to b .. made, 
and that all !bould be brought into the treafury under penalty of death. Numbers 
of the foldiers, whofe paffion for gain was not perhaps inferior to that of their general. 
enraged to fee the fruics of fo long and perilous a march ravilhed from them, threw 
them into the INDUS; and others concealed them in the earth: infomuch, that al
though great quantities were colleCted, this extraordinary refolution it is believed 
coft fome millions of crowns value to PER~IA. The jewels, plundered borh by the 
private men and officers, mufi have been very confiderable: the prefents and bribes 
which they received, amounted to a great fum. particularly on the unhappy ocealion 

of 

• One hundred and twenty.five tbourand pounds. • It is {aid that other iDhabitan~ of he • 
IZIOQDtaiDs afterward. made che fame ciemaACi, which he r,tGfed to comply with. 



Chap. XII. N A D IRS H A H. 

of the maifacre ()£ DEHLII, when many of the INDIAN lords and perrons of di inc
tion faved their lives by the !DUe force of their great riches. A great part of this, 
cfpeciaJly jewels which could be eafily concealed, was not till then brought into 
the royal treafury·. The quantity of precious frones, delivered up to NADIR U on 
this oceanon, amounted to a great value; but neither of the jewels in quefti ap 
peared till a confiderable titne after, when one of them was fouud among the le
·queftered effects of a general officer, who was put to death; the other was never 
·difcovered. ' 

IT is amazing to confider the afcendency which ADIR. had acquired over his 
army, and that fuch a ftep as this did not produce a revolt ~; but his addrefs in 
rowing the feeds of jealoufly and diftruft lm<>ng Ii" foidiers wa~ fuch, that they were 
afraid of each other t and this ever proved his beft feeurity. Numbers of them 
might now be more inclined to defert. than to give up their valuable plunder; yet 
the circumftances they were in, ith regard to an enemy's country, was an infuper
able obftacle. 

AFTER palling the INDUS, he directed his march to PEISHOR, where he halted for 
fome days: here he left a PERSIAN general, with a confiderable bo y of forces, but 
confirmed NACIR KHAN in the government of that province, and conferred feveral 
honors on him, in acknowledgment of his great fervices. From thence, continu
ing his rout towards CABU!., be detacbed .ABDUL SAKI KHAN, with five thoufand 
horfe, to receive homage from KHUDAYAR KHAN, governor of PEKIER c. This 
KHAN had refufed to pay homage to NADIR, now fovereign of that country; and 
colletted a eonfiderable body of forces to oppo[e the PERSIAN army. F'nding that 
his late mafter the GR..EAT MOGHOL had not been able to fupport him, he reCoIved 
to try if he could obtain an ind pendent fovereignty. " 

ABDUL BAKI KHAN fi on arrived on the frontiers of this cOllntry, but was in no 
fituation to reduce KHUDAYAR KHAN by force. Fe therefore fioc to acquaint 
this INDIAN lord of his arriv I, and at the fame time to advife him to make, r ady 
fubmiffion. This offer being r ~ea:ed with contempt, ABDUL BAKI informed the 
SliAH of the circumftances whO h he was in. ADIR 'ng now near KA 'D H R, 
fent hi treafure v and heavy baggage under a numerous convoy into that fhong 
fortl'efs, and then clireCl:ed his courfe fouth- ft through the counery of RAZA IJ AT. 
KHUDAYAJt KHAN was no [oon r informed of the march of the PERSIA army, than 
he burnt a foreft, laid w fte he open country, and ufed h's endeavors to poifon 
the water. 

• See Vol. I. page '73, for the qll3nrity of large {lone on hOI urnitUJt, I was told ill 
P II 5J A, that he took from the (j lwer all th ir Ol()ney al[o, c pt one hundred crown ; fome actounts 

, mention two hundred and Wi y crown ; but I bve [ome difficulty in bc:licving eith&r. A to j WClb 

they would be fubjea to difcovery in the fale of them, which would not have been the cafe with money. 
C Thi country ia to the fouth of CA L 011 the INatr5, bordering upon MULTAN: I do not find ~ 
laiddowli by DJ' 1.1 LB. T re ar fev 11 forts and iU() place in it, fuch as LO\1HSIU, £"1,/1. 

d 1.ElCIiR. The people in this cOijntry are partly MAHOM !£DANS, and partly l'AGA s. 

yo L. H. 



N DIR was no fooner informed of the dClperate mearu~s which this INDI ~ 
lord had taken to iupport himielf, than.he ient his commands to ZEK HUH KHAN, 

he go\' rnor of LAIIOR, and alio to his fon HAIAT UL-LA KHAN, governor of MUL

'A. , to re air to his t:amp immediately, and to furniIh his army with provifions. 
I \ gr at fI c\'er th ir reluCtance, neceffity obliged them to pay a ready obedience 
t the fi.llll mons , ZU,ARIAH KHAN was reputed an able politician: and this talk 
Jl(. requi.red the xercife of his abilities; fince he had not only to provide the PER

til , ' army 'ith provifion • but alfo to obtain the fubmiffion of KHUDA YAR KHAN. 

Tht! lan r 0 ,' .1' I to make {nch prefents as his circumfiances permitted, with con
dition that the PERSIAN army would purfue their rout to KANDAHAR, without mak
ing any irruption into his territori ; otherwife he perfifted in his defiance. 

, 'B IS was a language towhkh the via~us king of PERIJ as not accuftomed; 
h tht,,·di r ordered ZEICAI\.IAH KHAN to bring to him thofc chiefs of the country 
who had obmittcd, hoftages for t beh:lviour of their ~ple; and at the 
iamc rim to conduct his army by a • where they might be properly fupported" 
in order to com~l K Hl1DA,YAR KHAN to furlender. 

A $ roon ::!S NAD IR ' rriv d ill the ne.ighbourhood of KHU.DAA.BAD · , the IND1AN 

hief retired with h's riches to EMJR-KIOUT, a (hong fort on the oppofite fide of 
tbe river H.E~ T -NUO ZE KAR JA H KHAN renewed his entreaties in terms fo perfuafive, 
that at length affilrance being fent that ADIR. would pardon what was paft, and. 
accept a moderate pl'efent, KHUDA Y AR KHAN confented to fend his fon, and to , 
mal e his fubfhiffi n, This young lord was very kindly received, and entertained 
in a fumptuous manner, together with .all his numerous attendants. In the mean 
while, N A D I R ordered fome parties of his troops to take poffeffion of the boats in 

hkh the INDIANS came, a d by favour of the night to repafs the river. This 
was p rformed fo well, that the JNDIAN. who guarded the fort of EMJR-KJOUT, 

taking them for the retinue of their KHAN'S fon, fufrered the PER.SIANS to enter, 
and take poifeffion -of it. The KHAN bimfelf had time to make his efcape~ but at 
length thought proper to capitulate, and give up all his riches. 

THE news of this affair having reached the MOCHOL'S court, a report prevailed, 
as if the iniatiable avarice of NADIR was bringing him a fecond time into the IN

DIAN territories; thtfe apprehenfions alarmed the whole country, and occafioned a 
great confternation. Several of the princes" who commanded in the mountains, 
formed a onfederacy to oppofe his paffage; and his not invading their dominions, 
was imputed to the great preparatiOns made to oppofe him. 

IT is very hard to believe, that a canine appetite for gold 1hould fo far efface all 
fen iments of honor and clemency in the mind of NADIR, as to induce him to com
mit fo flagrant a violation of the treaty lately concluded with the MOCHOl, and to 
obliterate the remembrance of his being a king, by an aCt fo unworthy. The 
power derived from force only, can be no fecurity, when princes throw off even the 
maik of juftice, and as it were decla~ war againft the rational fpecies. Whatever 

fufpicion 

• We are leff entirely to feekfor thia city; the eOIllltr)' to che well of the INDUS, towards tlae I.D' AN 
(ea, {cem. co be very little UoWIl &0 'he map-maker.. .~ RAJ A H'. 



Chap. XII. N A D I R HAH. • 

ft:fpicion he might lie under on this occation, he g:we great p~oofs of eft em fc 
ZEKAR JAH KHAN, bf making him fev 31 prefentJ, and fending him to DEHLI 
with a number of fine horfes for MAHOMMED SHAH. The INDlANS alfo were foo 
afterwards delivered from their fears, by the joyful news that the PERSI-AN army as 
paft KANDAHAR. 

WE have already obferved, that whiJft N ADfR was in KANDA:HAR, h~s fon .RIZA 
KOULJ MYRZA had made an incurfion as far as BALKH, which.fubmitted to !tim; 
but he was not able to fubdue the OUSBEG TARTARS of KHIEVA and BOKHA A·, 
who, during the troubles in the PERSIAN empire, had made frequent inroads into 
KHORASAN, and carried many thoufand of the inhabitants into Gavery. Thefe 
people are remarkable for their vivacity and love of liberty. As they are for the 
moll part of the fca of the s IS, they hate the PERSIANS; but the difference in 
religion has not occafioned ruth f~uent contefts, as their neighbourhoOd and thon a 

propenfity to rapine. KHORASAN had often futfered by their depredations, nor had 
they been intirely quiet during the abfence of the PE UlAN army in INDI A. NADIft 
had fome time before fent ~tnba{fadors to the KHAN of KHIEVA, demanding the 
,p ERStANS, numbers of whom w{'re detained in Oavery in that country. Bllt thefe 
TARTARS were intoxicated with their former Cuccers, and having enjoyed an unin 
terrupted feturity for many years, feemed to have loll: all fenfe of anger. Con
trary to the law of nations, which even in this country are deemed facred, with re· 
fpea to the reprefencatives of kings, they put the PERSIAN embalfadors to death; 
only one, the leall: confiderable in rank, was rent back to his mafter without his 
nofe and ears. Such a proceeding could not but incenfe the imperious NADIR, 
and draw on the fire of his rcfentment. 

THE occafion was now favorable for the reduction of thefe people. NADIR. hav
ing detached a large body of his troops from KANDAHAR to JC£LAT with his trca" 
fures, took the rout through the kingdom of BALKH. He pafTed the river AMC,,(. 
and arriv d in the neighbourhood of BOKHARA about the beginning of OCTO.8ll R, ~ 
with an army of near fifty thoufand men. The OUSBEC TARTARS who inhabit this ~ 
city and its diftriCt, fubmitted to him immediately. He fet at liberty the PERSIA N ~ 
who had b en detained in captivity, and inlifred about twelve thouf.'lnd of the inha~ ,,?,' 
bitants who were fit to bear arms j thefe OUSBECS being efteemed the beft foldiers in 
'r ARTARY. In confequence of the ready fubmiffion of the KHA'T of this country,_ O 

ADIR invefted him with the government of all the territories of BOKHARA to th .. 
north of the AMO, and aIf< nade v ry ."tuable prefents to him and his dependents. }~ 

TnE KH N of KHIEVA was of different fentiments, and took the field with about 
twenty thoufand men. He had hardly ever feen a more formidable army, an fiat
tered himfelf with fuccefs: but as [oon as he-heard of the fuperior numbers of the 
PERsrANS, and that N A DI R himfelf was at their head, he retiral with precipitation 
towards his capital. The PERSIAN' king being informed of the fituation of the ene
my, made fuch forced marchesJ thac the OUSBEOS were obliged to ftop ac SHANKA b. 

Eee2 fure 
• Some antiquaries are of opinion, that there I'c:'Jl'l~ r~ tb~ dercendants of (he tribe of J S lA It L, whom 

ALAMA'ZAIt, king of USYUA, fcut into MiDIA. b A city about balf a day's journey to tho 
cal\wvd of KKIEVA. 
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17 ,. Here tne KHAN made a brave re£iftanc~ but was at length obUgeeho ,fWTender. 
, ADIJl having challenged. him with the murder of his embaifadors~ be-excufed him-

, alledging that it was done by the OUSBEOS without his knowledge. To this 
nJlSIAN king replied; " If you have nat abilities to govern the few fu~jetts 

, who inhabit your territories, you do not defetve to live i and for the affront 
" 1hewn me in the murder of my emba1I'adors, you have no title to die like men; 
" you lhall die like dogs." He then ordered the executioners to cut tbe throat of 
u . tbe I AN and about thirty of his chief attendants; a punifhment efteemed the 
molt ignOGlinious among the PERSIANS. Upon the news of the fate of this KHAN', 

l\ll the: and \'itl.1ges furrendered except the capital • 

• NOTWITHSTANDING theddeat of the" 
gates againft the conqueror, rtfolving to laft: exaemit)'. Several 
of them, who were .apprd\enfive of the' nees of fo rafh an -enterprize, at-
tempted to leave the town, and were put.., death as dderters. The number of 
their R JAN naves was fo great, that £Orne were cruelly I*: to death in cold blood, 

relY OUt of fear of their rifing, and tht reft were imprifOncd. The 8th of NO- , 
\'EMBER NADIR SHAH incamped on the taft fine of Jt.HIE.VA.: he fent feveral meC-

• f<Jges and demanded a parley, but the OUSBECS abfolutely nlUfed to grant it. The 
J>.F.ltSIAN army therefore invefted the city, and planted eighteen cannon, and faxteen. 
mortars a, at different places. They alfo raifed machines of wood, from whence 
they cOl1ld fee over the walls = anJ after throwing up a breaft-work, to guard them
fdves from the enemy's (mall iliot, they attacked the town. Thefe TARTARS were' 
yet poffeffed of ~ few Eeld-pieces, which they had taken from the unfortunate prince 
BE~KAWIT'Z b. On the 14th the SHAH ordered the town to be battered in breach c. 

The engineers did their part fo weU, that the inhabitants foon became fenfible of' 
th ir rafhnefs. Several breaches being now made, and the ditch almoft filled, N A

DIll gave orders for ftorming: upon this the OUS!l;ECS fLlrrendered at difcretion. An 
ir)ventory was taken of every thing in the city; and all the foreigners d were ordered 
tQ appear before the SHAH. 

• I 

THE 28th of NOVEMBER. NADIJl marched from KHIEVA, taking with him near 
tw my thoufalld PERSIANS who had been in captivity, with eight thOllfand OUSBEGS 

4lS r cruits. He left a governor of his own appointing, attended only by a few PER. 

SIANS, . 

• Whether tbefe b:1d been carried into tNDIA is IlOtwd; itmay be rather prefiJmed they were brought 
from thence, as th y had 1be convenieoq of cleflwats, which bear very great burtheD5. It has been 
otren {aid th:lt N ADU carried heavy C&I\IIOIl witla JU into ll'lDlA. by breakin, tIIem into pietts, and 
calling them a-frefh when he had occaUon for them; bot this account favoun too much of the marvel
lOllS. llelides thefe, the I'U 81 AN S bad many field-pieces. and very loog fwive} guns. The laft were • 
.fixed on p ck.fadd1es, an4 carried Q" camels: lbefe ~nrrie4 car~-o.ot to a great diJlanee. and made 
~reat havock; I have lr ad)' me ..... them Wldor the n~ of la_qvcba1les. See paze J S5 of this . 
'f'Olume . b ee account of this npcditioD, Vpl. 1. ~ r z6, r z7. c Mr. TKOMSO)l 

and Mr, HOCG, mentioned i. Vol. I. page z37. were in the town during thi, {iege, and weighed one 
.f theCe balb; but! am inclined to think the)' were fired from mortars, d Among there were the 
!WO ,£NP"'UJ{ travc\Jers abovc·mentioned. NADJ lUll eoquirecl ofdatm wuuhcirbufiaefs was. Bc. 
JIll ,~forlDed they were mcrchants, he told thcm they werc at libe~ SO trade through all hi. <IQ1JliIlWDs ; 
and If any wrol1~ was donc them, and tbey ere not redrdTed by hll otieen, they fhoWd apply to bim ; 

• riley were tben dUmUTed. and a pPfport was given dacm. T)aefe perbu reported; tltat man)" eve of the 
mca.ncr foldi.crs in the PILUUlI army, had doatluo! rich ftIk, aDd plenty of JIIPJU monoy. 
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STANS, a& if he was fureof the obtdicnce pf there TARTARS, 

wOrth aD .army' to keep them in awe. 

C H A. P. XIII. 

NADIR returns 10 PERSIA. RIZA KOUL J MYltZA 11IUrJers SilAS T JEHMAS, and 
maim an atte",pt aga;lIj/ Inlfatber's lift. c.nil_n.c! NADIR IIfIJIIrtll bisfon. He 
lII'ri1Jes ;lIlbe .eitl1_ .... lII/ J& AHAJJ. 

N A D I R haYing now eon~ all his enemies on the raftern frontiers of his 
doftri nion 5 , ~~ to return into P:Ea.sIA. HIs chief concern was the fe-

CUrK)' of his vaft treat1.11'6"·. therefore marched to K.lELAT, which is a few days · 
journey to the fouthward G MESCHED. Here he eftablHheu a fufficient guard of 
his beft troops, and conferred the command on a brother of LUTF ALI KHA • 

IT has been already remarked, that the firft year of, NADIR'S abfence had given 
his fon RIZA. !tOULI MVRZA fuch a taRe of power, that he exerted it in tbe moft 
wanton manner on feveral occalions, to opprefs the people, and to indulge hi ava
rice·. We have alfo taken notice that his father, upon being informed of thefe ar
bitrary proceedings, thought proper to r fl:rain his authority. The begi nning of 
this year a report prevailed at ISFAHAN, that the P ERS I AN army had b en defeated 
in INDIA, and that NADIR SHAH was flain. RIZ.A KOULI MY R ZA received thi ~ ac
count with a feeming fatisfaction. In a real or affeeted perfuafion that it was tme, 
he in fome mea[ure affumed the regal authority. He began, by caufing the unfo -
tunate SHAH T.tEHMAS to be put to death , together with all his family, who ere 
p rifoners at SEBSAW AR. The circumftances of the tragical end of this p rince, feem 
to prove that N AD IR was not ~i1fatisfied with this aaion, and would hardly have 
called his fon to any fevere account for it, had not the motive been an impatient 
defire of wearing the diadem himfelf. 

TH.E perron, !mployed in chi regicide,. was MAHOMMED HUSSEIN KHAN b, He 
had been remarKably aaive in feizing this unfortunate prince; and it is probable he 
was now fearful, that if NADIR had met with any misfortune, T.t£HMAS would be 
feftored again to the throne of his ancefrors. The murder was {aid to have be n 
committed after this manner: MAHOMMED HU SUN KHAN, under the pretence of 
friendfhip, reprefented to T.IE H MAS that his life was threatened, and therefore ad
vifed him to retire either into TURKEY or RUSSIA, and that himfelf would facilitate 
his efcape. As foon as this prince was in his poifeffion, he reproached him with 

. cowardice, 

• Among otberlartitWah it is rela.ted f him. thall in a vilit he received from the A U1I N fA N patri
al'(h, he dem:lI~de of tlW pricft his cap and crolier, whicb were fet witli precious /lones, alledg'llg 1M 

had occ .on for them, fol' his fa.chcr's government, and th uf/' of hi army, • 
It T ' . the fame pcrf.on widL hOlD 1 had fuch pa¢ ediona at A' U A 8A D. 
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cowardice, t<>ld him he was unworthy to wear a crown, and at the {am .time gave 
a fignal to hi groom· to kill him. 

THUS fell the Iaft of the defcendants of the famous ISMAJ!L SEFFI!, whofe race 
~had filled the throne Of ' PERSIA for near two hundred and fifty years. It has been 
{cen how remarkable this prince was for a feries of misfortunes, during the 1aft 
fevenreen years. Providence feemed to have often interpofed for his deliverance; 
and tho' neither his r~folution nor abilities were extraordinary, yet in a lefs corrupt 
flate he might hnc rendered his fubjecb happy and by fupporting his family, 
prevented that effufion blood which b exhaufted PERSIA of its inhabitants~ if 
not totally fubverted that aauient mon,aIloO<lWl·,r., 

N AJ>IR, though retUrning in trjum~ ac!rd h , , now to futrer one 
of the bitterefi calamities. As if Providence had ordamed it aJ. panifhment for 
his enormous offences, his ddeft fon lUZA OULI MY~~A! for whom he had a pa-

· terna! tendernefs, formed a confederacy with a few ~ pet1ons, to deprive his 
'{ather of his life. For ijljs purpofc he employed a certain AFCHAN foldier to Ihoot 
the king, as he WilS r tUrning from }' .tELA • 

IT haa been already explained, in what manner the J'ERSIAN kings travel upon 
· common occafion , detached from their army. The SHAH was arrived in a narrow 
· pafs covered with wood, in the mountains which feparate the provinces of KHO

RASAN and ASTRABAD b, having with him only his women and eunuchs. Here it 
was the intrepid AFGHAN dug a pit to c!lnceal himfdf, from whence he might take 
his aim with the greater exaa:nei! . He fired his piece, and the bullet pafTed under 

. NADIR'S right ann, and {bOt him in th left h:md; the hor[e alfo being wounded 
in the neck, through pain or furprize fell. The AFCH N was preparing to ifTue 
from the wood, and fini{b his bufinefs with his fabre; bm the eunuchs, drawing 
their fabres to proteer their tmftcr, rendered .the accomplifbment of his purpore 
impra icable. A confiderahle .reward was immediately offered for apprehending 
the afTaffin, and 3. promife of pardon if be wauld di[cover himfelf. Many of the 

· inhabitantstof tl e mountains were brought before the SH AI'!: fome of tbem had of· 
fercd fums of money to .the foldiers to ex.cuU: ir appearance. This was urged as 
a proof of th ir guilt, but NADIR commanded that they 1hou!d, ,be releafed, with 
this r flee ion: 'There peqple are innocent. The tnln who has n1:lde fo daring an 
" attempt on my lit." mllA: be arIon < of diilinguilbed bravery, whore courage is 
" not inferior to my own." 

IT was not long a ft!cret, th.lt fhe contriver of this affaffination was no lefs a per· 
fon than RIZA KOVLI MYRZA, whofi.~ manners we have already obfervcd had fo 

great 

• The perf on who Wat purto death in the rebellion of AlTI.A·8A1>. See Vol. I page 1;'4. I'H. 
This paCs is fuppored co be the fame through which ALEXANDER. purfued BEsSUS the DAC'rUAN 

traitor. ' The difcovery of this alfaflin wu not made till above a year afterwards, when N ADI R 

recolJeain~ a certain man who had often diftingaHhed himfelf in the field of battle, enquired after him; 
And being mformed that this man bad abfoDtea bimfelf at fach a time, it immediately occurred to him 
that be mud certainly be the perf on who had fhot at him. The H A H therefore ordered tbat the man 
lhould be fought for. and brought before him. He was accordingly found in It A NOAHA Il, and condulted 
to the camp. when: he confefTe<l the faa. N AD ,I. (aid to him, c' You are a vCJ'¥ brave fellow; bac te 
.. prevent your caking each gooc! i:n, YOll md lofe your ~e •• " , 



sreat a te[emblance with thofe of his father. The prinee ocing brought hefo,.! his 
father, he increated him to think of his crime, to alk pardon. and promlfe obedience. 
" Confider," fays NADIR, " I am your general, your fovereign, your friend, your 
"father. Confider the duty you owe me in thefe feveral relations. RefleCt on the 
" fmall acknowledgments wbjch I require of you. YOll are in my power, but 
H would not have YOll perilh. Live, be happy, and a kinrO', whenever ProviJeli e 
U fuall take me from the earth." He employed feveral 0 his principal office to 
perfuade his {on to repentance, but RIZA KOULI was inflexible, and obain dY 
filled that he had done no wrong in attempting his father's life. told hi 
his face, "You are a tyrant, and ought to die. 1 know the moft you can do is to 
" kill me." The affiiCl:ed NADlll between rage d tenaernef'i raid," 0: I will 
" not take your lif~ but I will m you an mpJe to aU the princes of the 
" earth j I will cur gut RJZA VLI, with a tlcreenefs peculiar to 

himfdf, repljt4: lit t put t~ into.... a." 

Nlc~sSl y t1lus '0 • Dill to deprive his cbrling fon of his fight; and him-
£elf of all hopes of maki his heir. The genius and intrepidity of this youn~ 
man had filled NADIR. wi inc expeCtations of continuing the diadem in hiS 
family, which indeed could hardly be expeCted from a fucceifor of lefs refolution 
than him[eJf. Some days after this event, NADIR commanded that his fon fhould 
be brought before him, and enquired of him with a mixture of paternal tendernefs, 
concerning his health. The fon, frill repugnant to every fentiment of filial affec
tion, and not rendered lefs daring by his diftrefs, replied, "You have not blinded 
U me fo much as you have blinded all PERSIA: what the con[equence muft be, 
" time will difcover." It is remarkable, that NADIR never after permitted his fon .. 
to have any women, nor would he truft him in any place but under his own eye. 

IN FEBRUARY this year, the SHAH arrived with his army in the neighbourhood of 
JSFAHAN. The fatisfa8:ion which the PERSIANS felt upon his return, arofe chiePy 
from the hopes that his immenfe richea, the fruits of a three years compaign, would 
free them from the heavy burthen of fupporting a numeroua army: how ill grounded 
their expeCtations were, we fuall foon have occafion to relate. 

• It mull be ob(erved, that the indecent iMDtJoD of a womaD of honor and diftinaion, i. no Jer. dif. 
rtfpea£ul in PUSIA. than in the polite parts of av&on; coafequently it is the highef\ iwll,nity to 
Mention in grofs teriJls the favorite wife of a killg. . 
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Rejleflio1lS OIl the valuly of military explo,its. NADIR fonds a pompotlS emba!Jj If) 

RUSSIA, and another to TURK.EY. CirCllngllln.ces oj the TURKS. NADIR's d~. 

111ands on them. His war with the ARABIANS. His (of/dull towards the ARME

NIA N patriarch. His prDjeCt of introducing .a new religion intf} PERSIA. He 
orders a tranfliltion of the evangelijJs. Comparifon of his charafler, and that of 
. .AKIlAR, formerly emperor cf INDIA. 

HE affliCtion which NADIR mull: naturally have felt from the misfortun~ 
wbich happened to bis darling fon, gave place in fome meafure to the gra
tification of his vanity. It is reafonab1e to prefilme from the genius pf 

this man, that more than half the joy of his triumphs would have been 10ft, but 
for the reflection of the figure he lhould make in the efteem of other prince§. 

ACTIONS, truly heroic, like thofe of the deity, whore beneficence we fhould 
ftrive to imitate, derive no real excellence from applallfe, being in them(elves in
variably good. The natural greatnefs and reCtitude of the foul can never be ex
preffed in aCtions deftruttive to mankind: and what for the moft part are pompous 
triumphs, ot the fpoils of p~undered provinces, but fo many monuments of cruelty, 
ambition, or avarice? yet when our conduct wilt not bear the ~eft of reafon, our 
paffions prompt us to reck a vain applaufe, and rull we glory • . 

WHAT reflections NADIR might nOw make upon himfelf, are not objetl:s of our 
inftruaioll fo much, as thofe which we ought to make on him. As to his immenfe 

treafures, 
5 
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treafilres, they rerved for little more than to enlarge his delire to iup~rt hi 
(.al power, by the mere nor ion of his wealch; nnd to fl::nd r PER!.l more em
phatically mile-rable •. But notwithibnding hi~ extreme avarice, h fcnt a ll1a 'Yni~ 
tjcent embaffy with preftnts of great vahle to the RUSSIAN court~ and ano~lll:t 
to the ORA D SJONlOR . 

co eot r into 

WE have already mentioned, that dur-iog his abfence in the late expedition, h 
rent emba!fadors to the GRAND SIGNJOR, demanding a palfpol't to travel through 
the OTTOMAN empire to MECCA. The TURKISH miniftry confidered this requ ft as 
'Capricious, Lince it could never be prefumed that fuch confe. t would be grant d; 
~d if he me.ant to take the liberty of making that pilgrimage with an army; it 
would rather be with a view to plunder the place of its immenfe riches, than to olter 
tip his prayets of thankfgiving for his fuccelfes in J OlA. The TURKS were indeed 
afraid that he meant to feed his infatiable avarice with this precious morfd. What 

. .. adde 

• Thi i theperrottmentionedinthcnote, P:l.ge257, whodiedatl(l~L'\l. He was an old man. and 
tl!putcd very br~ve, and a lover of jullica:. but othcnvire 1I0e t n.der of fp illing blood_ I wu told tbe (ol~ 
lowing circum fiance concerning him; he was once n fcrving thac he wllnt If fomething to try his r. bre f 

_ \lpon which a very old Olan in the ornp:my. ackno\ lee! ing that he had livcQ long enough. ot'ered ru. 
neck: SA I D A .. took him at hi s word, and lhuck 0 hi !.ead. b It was iaid, t!lIt thl. elnb~ 
fadonnl1de a demand of DO lefs than two hUlldrcU theep, two tboufand pound of rite, and other fro
vifions in proportion for his daily ("pport. C j hc policy of prince in that part of the world, 
cfpc:cialJy when things ,Ire in a precarious flate, is often the cltufe of thefe delay.: fOaM: tilDe had becl\ 
{pent in the adjullment of the cerenlonials, and in making provilion for fo OIuGeroUi a retinue; for not 
IcCa than twehe or fifteen hundr'u perfous attended this mlbafiiulor to ST. PIT 1!8U llC d There 
are (c\cral of thefe yet remaining in ST. Pl!Tu.SBtllla, which. tho' entirc:ly ufelefs. an: fupportcd fer 
~uriofity, and the honor oC' the fovereign. The ordin:uy food of thefe animals was rke, meal. and fuch 
l ike; but (he Ir. VS . I A N S 'lave 'ery judicioufiy taugbt them to eat hay. • It .s f;lid thit emb:lf
rador em nded ihip-carl'<!r.tcrs, which the a. u S8'" ~s refllfed, objeCting that they had noDe except 
toreigners, who were engage-:! to ferve them for a certain time, but tbat they bad 110 po er to fend tbem 
Out of their country. Tbe profecution of It d fign whirh NADIa bad fonntd of bWldiag thjps 011 the 
c ~PIU -I!,. was eke cauk of the early ruin of our c.'A PUN endc • 
• VOL. II, F to f 

• 
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nGue to their terror~ t1<; the .confider,:ltion of the extraordinary interpofiri n of 
providence in the peace which he had made with them, in confequence whereof 
he had employed his forces in fa diftant a country, and was coming home 10lded 
with the fpoils of INDlA. It could hardly be expected that his military genius would 
fuffcr him t be long idle: and looking on themfelves almoft as the only power <1-

g inft whom he could turn his arms, they condllded a peace with the RllSSIANS and 
_!.ASP£I IALI:lTS and made great preparations for marching an army into ASIA. 

SOMt time after N,t.DJR fent an envoy to acquaint the PORTB, that notwithfl:and
jng thty refufed him a paifage to MECCA, it was his intention to live in friendlhip 
with the GRAND SIG 10. 'fhe new embaffador, whom he charged with his com
pliments to the OTTOMA emperor, wried ew:ral rich jewels, nine elephants, and 
a great Ollmber of camels, as a prefent: and according to the dignity he atlbmed, 
and the fpJendor of eaftem monarchs, his retinue wa~ compored of near two thou
iJnd perfons. As their motions were flow, they d,d not arrive till the beginning 
f the next year. The grand VIZIR received this embaffador with the utmoft de

mon!hation of eftecm i how ver" when the purport of his commiffion was demand
ed, he feemed to bl: otT ended, declaring th;tt he would communicate it only to the 
GRAND SI 'NIOR in perton. The TUR.KS foon found thac NADIIl was no leis arro
gant in his propofaJs of the terms of friendlhip, than ollentatious of his riches, as 
appeared by the prodigality of his prelents; under thefe cireumftances they were in
duced to watch the embaifador as a leeret enemy. 

NADIR again renewed his claim to all the provinces and cities which in ancient 
times belonged to the crown of PERSIA· ;- and infifted that the TURKS ought to pay 
the expence of the late war, or yield fome provinces as an equivalent. Thefe de-

' mands appeared to the TURKS imperious and exorbitant, and they concluded that 
the ~HAH of PERSIA meant only to find a pretext to break with them. As the late 
wars had exhaufted theiT treafuries, and the army was in arrears, orders were fen t 
to the BASHAS in all their refpective governments, to colleCt the taxes, and remit:
them immediately to court. 

IN' the mean while N ADJR emp1<,)yed himfelf in reducing the ARABIAN rebels a, 
..... ho had revolted during his abfer.ce: the OUSBEGS of KH I EVA had alfo taken up 
• rms, and deftroyed the PERSIAN K'HAN who had been appointed their governor, 
together with all the native fubjeCts of PEUJA, whom NADIR had left in tbat city. 
The ARA L TART A RS made inroads, and involved that country in great diftratl:ion, 
fo that all communication was CUt off, and preparations were made to attack them 
afJelh. For this purpofe NADIR. marched with a numerous body of forces to 
T}£HJlUN, in order to defend the province of K'HORASAN, in cafe it iliould be in
vaded, or to fend detachments agaiofi: the OUSBEGS b. 

WE have already feen in what manner he aCted as to the affair of religion. The 
beginning of this year, a difputc happened between the AR.MENIAN patriarch, and 

fome 

• The HotrLI,. I> It Dlly br prefumcd tbat he Cent frelh forces agamll thek T"."U', for 
lie had 1l free tcmmulIK:alion with th II' in 17«, anel ".1 {llpplie4 wil r«ruill froDl UllVA. ua 
lIOUIA"". 
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{orne ROMISH miffionaries. The matter being nece1f:trily referred to N A nlR, he 
fined the patriarch twenry-four thoufand crowns, alJedging that prie1l: had no ocea
fion for riches; that they only ferved to perplex the mind, and take it off from pur
fl1its of a religious nature j but as to himfelf, the fllpport of his army rendered money 
very neee1!ary. 

IT will not appear a fubject of furprize, that a prince who had the courage to p
propriate to himfelf by an arbitrary act all the revenues of the clergy of t1,e natJ<mal 
rdigion, iliol.lld tax the chi f of his fubject~ of a different perfuaflOn. We find mm 
indeed often aiming to confound the diftinctions of the religions already profdTed 
by his people, as jf he meant to introduce 0 of his own contriving. Abollt this 
.time he ordered a fumpntous maufokum to be built at ME$CHED, in which he pr -
pofed to have his body laid: towards this no eoft was [pared; the jaf}> r: tomb in 
which TAMERL!\NE was Jaid atBALKH' was brought from thence at a great c11.1rge; 
however, as it did not fuit the place, he returned it to its ancient nunlion. Jt i 
.remarkable that this maufoleum was erected entirely by chriftians; :It the fame time 
as he caured an ARMENIAN ~hurch to be built by his MAHOMMEDA fubje:Cs. 

To attempt any defperatc invafion of the liberties of mankind, no method feems 
to be more effechlal than that of depreciatmg or fubverring th dbblilbed religion 
-of a country b. The fu~iea of religion will ever be of the highefl: moment to m n
kind; finee it is only another word to expre(~ the belief of the being of a GOD, and 
.the immortality of the foul; but at the fame rime that it has taken root in the hearts, 
and influences the conduct of one part of. mankind, it has ferved as a political en
giAe, or the infrrument of temporal advantages to thofe who are vulgarly faid to 
have no religion. P£RsrA was once cbofell as a more peclIliar fcene, where the 
Almighty manifefted his power in a very fmgular manner; but many ages ha e 
paft !inee the fubftance of religion teems to have been changed for the 1hadow. We 
find, however, a remarkable aptitude in the PERSIANS to the belief of things re1at,-
ing to a future frate. , 

NADIR took frequent occafion to mention the feats of ALI in terms of contempt; 
arraigning his conduCt, as a [oldier, for leading his army into the deferts of A R A. 

:BrA, where numbers periflled for want of water. ., And why," fays he, addref 
flng .himfelf to the people, " inft:ead of praying to ALI do you not call on GOD 0 ?" 
In his religious ~ hcmes he appeared to have a complicated motive; he fought to 
.amllfe his people. and at the fame time to increafe his fame, by eftablifhing a new 
faith, after the manner of r: prcde eifors. As he had defrroyed the SEFFH family, 
which had been efrabJifl1cd on the throne of PERSIA on a principle of piety and 
faith; fo he fee:med defirolls to be the original of a new race of kings, on th baos 
of new tenets in religion. Tl is motive was fo peculiarly adapted to the genius of 

the 

• It is tho~ght by (orne that the remains of this TAIlT.H bero weredepofited at SA 'AlleA ·0, hich 
'might be t~le ea'e originally. and upon the decay of that place th~ tomb be brought to SAL K H. b \, jeh 
fome exceptions however. The people of Cit J! A l' IIR IT A I N owe their liberty. in a great me fure. to the 
r.:fC'tmation. < A !.LA H is th Dante tbey give the deity. It is remarkable, that the T.h T HS whtn 
they believe themfelves to be dying. rc:,pent thi~ word, W ALLAti. ""LAII," contiol.lally, <IS Ih it 0111., 
jQvocation, till they wafte their fpirits. and expire. 

F if 1. 
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"the PE-'R JA ' S, tHat wp may naturally concluJe he expeCl:ed to derive from hence a 
1~cllrity to himfelf and his family. . 

TOWARDS tbe clofe of thi year, he caured a trannation of the four evangelifts to 
be m .. de into PER IC. It feemed. however, from the manner in which he conduct
rd this bufinefs, to be more the effect of caprice, than of any fteady and confifl:ent 
plan. The affair was PUt \Jnd r the direction of MYRZA MERTlE, a man of fome 
learning. who being wiled, ith a proper authority for the purpofe, fummoned fe
veral ARME;.IIJA.~ bifhops and priefts, together with divers miffionaries of the ROMISFl 

church, and PERSI AN MU1;LAHS, to meet him at ISF ."HAN. As to the Jatter, they 
could not be gainers; fi the change. tf ny took place, was to be in prejudice 
of MAHOMMEDANISM. Bdides, NADl)t S C()noutl: towams them had been fevere 
to an extreme, and unpn:cedented; many of them therei;:we TRZA MEHTJE 
larg bribes to cxcufe their appearance. 

AMONC the chriftians fummoned on this oceafion, only one ROMIS'" priel.1:, born 
in PERSIA, was a fufficient mafier of the lmguage, to enter upon a work of fo cri
tical a nature. As to the ARMENIANS, tho' they are born fubJeds to PU.SIA, and 
intermix d with the inhabitant~, yet th~re ~re very few of them who underftand 
the languag flindamcDC.ally. It was natural to expect, that MYRZA M.ERTIE and 
the PER.st AN MULLAHS, would be more folicitous how to pleafe NADIR, and fup
port the credit of MAHOMMEDANJSM, than to diveft themfe1ves of prejudices, and 
become rnafters ()f fo important a fUhjea:. This tran!1ation was drdfed up with all 
the gloifes which the fables and perplexities of [he khoran eQuId warrant; their 
chief guide was an anci~nt AB ABIC and PERSIAN tran(lation, Father DES VICNES, 
~ FRl!NCH millionary, was alfo employed in this work, in which he made ufe of 
the vulgate edition. They were but fix months in compJeating this trannatio,n, and 
tranfcribing feveral fair copies of it. 

1.741. .IN MAY following, MYRZA MEHTJE", with the PERSIAN MULLAHS, and fome 
. of the chriftian priefts, fet out from ISFAHAN for the P RSIIIN court, which was 

then held in the encampment near TJEHIRAN. NADIR received them with [orne 
marks of civility, and had a cunory view of the performance. Some part of it 
was read to him; on which octaGon he . made fev ral ludic rOllS remarks on the 
myft~rious part of the chriftian religion; at the fame time he laugh d at the JEWS, 
and turned MAHOMIIUD and ALI equally into ridicule. Under fuch circumftances, 
it wa~ impoffible (hit performance (bould produce any good effect. He obferved 
,hat the evaftgeiifts die! not agree in their accounts, m«>re fha'll the MAHOMMI!DAN 
and chriftian priefts i therefore he muft remain under the fame difficulty th t he was 
in b~forc: that OUt of both. if it pIeafed God to give him health. he woulJ engage 
to make a reHgion much better th:m any which had he n yet practifed by mankind; 
with reveral other vagne refle8.ions of the like ature. He then difmilfed thcfe 
church-men and traoOators with fome fmall prefeRts, not equal in value to the ex-
pence of their journey. . 

IT ferms as if If ADlI. had hi. religion co reek, but this projeCt, under the preCent 
ftJte of affitirs, and con&.kring the paSion be bad for military .achivements, wa very 

-, ridkulou~, 
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ridiculous, and by no means agreeable' to that ferioufnefs with which oriental prjnces I 

are general inclined to treat this important fubject. What exalted notions ou ht 
not the contemplation of the chriftian religion to infpire · in us, when we obferve the 
,:ruelty and extravagant principles of government, which generally prevail at the 

.. courts of MAHOMM£DAN princes! In how fhining a light do thofe appear, whore 
hearts are warmed with a generous delire of acting up to the dignity peculiar tOi 
the chriftian religion! Nor ought it to be objected, that avarice and ambirion ha 
often involved the chriftian world in diftrefs; when we have fuch iIr lifbble 
of thofe proceedings being diametricalJy oppofite to the principles of ' l'ArfBt:a;. 

• 

nity. 

T p fet the different characters of two eaftem princes in contrJft widi each other, 
we thall in the note here fu~a.i're a letter, wrote by JILAL o'xmr a MAHOMMEO 

AKBA R, emperor of HINDOSTA , to the king of POll TUG AL in ISh. This Jee
ter b feems to exhibit a remarkable1>roof, how the fame freedom of ft-ntiment 1I1ay 

operate 

• The aggrandi:aer of r~ligion; a tidc which he prefixed to his nalluc when lie mounied the throne. 

b / < GLORY erernaL.to the true lUng. whore dominions lire fafe from decay, and whore kingcom.is 
.. evcrlalling. The extent of the heavens, aDd the bcundari of the earth, arc but minute pam of his 
.. creation j and infinite fpace but a fmall poiDt of his prodaaions •. He lIa regulated the order of the 
" univerfe, and the government of the fens of ADAM. by the underlbnding of kings, who exer ife 
"juftiee. By his decrees, the tie of love. and bonds of affeCtion, arc faftened j and he has implanted 
" In the various bein~ and creatures of his workmanlh~p, the paffion of inclination and union. with a 
.. mutual tendency to fociety ; and praifes without end are due to the fouls of prophets and apolll s~ 
.. who wal "cd in the paths of righteoufnefs, and dir cted the way to obtain everJalling felicity • 

.. Thofe who have improved their undedlandin~ , and fi:udicd the laws of nature, know. that this 
H terr aria! world is but a mirror of the fpjritual one j aDd that nothing is more clearable t.han love, 
If or more facrcu than fr it:tlolhip, inafmuch as tbe aconomy and good order of the world is owirog to . 
c, nifettion, and Lhe harmony of minJ, r'or wher \>q 'he fun of love thine,b 00 the hent, it clE:!rs the 
II fo ul from the darkncfs oi mort:llity. How ought thefe quaUties to be diligently (ought tJ.y pri n r~ . 
0< whofe fr iendly' correfpodcnce is tbe cauf.: of bappineC! to the world, and to the inhabitants thclec>( I 
.. For this rcafon It has beeD my conlbnt and carnell endeavor. to firengthcn the ties of fricndlhip, and 
.. the bond of uni on, among the creatlJres of tbe .~lmigbty • efpecial ly among kiuis, bOIll 00 by 
" bis favor as fo highly exaltl:d, a.nd Co peculiarly dilUnguHhed from the feft of mankind • 

.. Your roy~) ~n~jeny , who is endow d witb jntelIe~hla1 knowledge, and fupl'om the OJ' IIC:Ca ef 
" J UUS, ft. nds in no need of prair~ or d fcription. Our neighbourbood t with your lenowonec! ml
.. jelly. rend rs our friendOlip and alli ance jndi(~nfably nccefiary I but as a perfooal conference i nee 
.. l'raaicable, the want thereof mun be fu pplied by embafii s, and mutua1 correfpondencies •• that OUT aI~ 
.. f:tin., and the ddt!cs or our hearts, may be manif fted to each other . 

.. Your majeRy knM s, tbat philofophers lIld dlvinel, in.1I nations, and in aU a~. ~~enUng Ih~ 
" vifibJe and intt:lleBual world. agree, tbat the former ought QO( to be of any conlideration, c:ompnrod 

irla the latter: yet c:. n the wift men of thj:{e time., aDd th~ great ones 01 all nations, llbor ana 
" toil to acqu ire the perilhing things of thi vilionary ftate; and con(ume the grelteft "art of tikir lilret. 
" anti their choictfi hours, in procuring material delights, being {willo.'cd IIp. aDd ~OJved i.Reeting 
.. pkafure., Ind tranflllOry joy. Notwithllanding thefe obaru-:lioot, and chc exteuuve buUcC:Cs of ~ 
.. govenunent, tile molt hi,h GOD. through his eternll favor :tnd rerrecual aracc, hat in~liDC9 my 
•• hetln alwaY' to (elk him. And as he !I.as fubjecled the dominion •• f many ~ pri III !JlC, 

•• 1 

• "nIc NARO "'''1) .0''" uco,.nes to thf nil'ur tl. ~AIl~rnl t'''!''', 0' ""hirh Ollr ffr;ptum areita.olt '''"' a mnark· 
a fpecimen, ",. in the;, Uottn <, and moll or tht ir other wnciap, wida Uw pradtl of (;I)D. t ~drl to We rof-
fclJlOllI wbich th~ •. 011 T ~ G v",u; batl t _ Lia.c IA 1/. DlA. 
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ope.rote either on the Virtll liS or on the vicious fi e. The emperor AKBAR, tho 
not fo great a warrior, had as liberal a mind, :IS NADIR SHAH • • Ifwe·may believe 
this letter was dicblCd by the h:::art, how diffi rent were the obJed.s that engaged 
their amnti )n! The on confll]tcd the arts of peace to render his fubjetls happy; 
the other J lIghted only in \V r; and we fee what calamities attended it. 

C HAP. II. 

R(~:olt of tbe MUNTI. I Il f,.om the TUUt. H g07Jer1!tJZI1It. Short defcription Df them 
and tJHir coulztr~\'. "!J'bt (ily of, BASSO A finder- a/am jrfJtll u,t .A R ADS. ConduEt 
0/ ACIHlEO nASHA. BASSORA threall1:eJ with a Jltte by Ihe PERSIANS. NADIR 

marciu againjl tl.· l.tlOEES i and muts with ftveral r~lIlfts ;11 DAOJSTAN. crhe 
R 551ANS alarmed tIl his dpproacb. f["be LEsaEES drfire the prDltllioll 0/ RUSSIA. 

c.tbe PER IANS make war with tbe AR.ABIANS, and are repulfed. Dijlrifs of PERS.IA. 

Dangerous Ii'fln/iclll ortbe TI'RK3. 'ibey reduce tbe ARABIAN rebel.; • . Great pre· 
parations ill P RSIA for a 'U'ar. 

I N til beginning of chis year, the M l~NTlsrKS, with fome other tribes of AR A· 

BJ AN, who had lately been under ACHMED BASHA, threw off the TU R KISH yoke. 
Thefe people generally encamp during .the fummer feafon in the difiria: of BASSO, 

RA. The EUP~RAT.ES, which waters this country, renders it very agreeable, at 
the fame time that grain, vegetables, and pafturage, are in great abundance. It IS 
remarkable that this, as well as the other tribes of the AR.ABIANS, appear to be a 

.... very 

.. I endeavor to govern tbem with nndernanding. All my fubjctls are happy; for his will, and 
" my duty to him, is the eOO of all my de/ires and aaions. 

" Mankind are fOI the moll: part chained with the bonds of fafhion and contlrnint. regarding the 
.. cullom! of their forefalh rs, or their cot~mporllriC3 and relatio'1Q and without xamining the argu
.1 m nts or rearoDs for it, give an implicit a[ent to that reJigi n in which they have been brought up: 
" th 5 depriving them~ lites of the means of difcol'erillg the truth, whiLh js the bufinefs and end 
,. of fearon. For my own part, 1 (ometime converfe with the learned of all religions·, and profit by 
" their refpeUil·e dilcourfes. flut as fhe veil of language interpofes, it is expedient that YOll fend 
" unto me fuch a perron as call dillinclly relate and explain his (aith. 1t has already reached my 
.. fortunate eats, ·that the heavenly books t, -be Pentateuch, the pralms, and Gofpels, are trantlated 
c. into A_"CIC and PERSIC. hould a tranOation of thefe, or any other books of general ufe d 
.. advantage, be procurable in your country, let tbem be !i nt to me. -

fl · For a further con6rmat!011 of our friendfhip, and to recure the foundation of affeCtion and unity, 
c, I have fent my truny friend, the leal'nc::d and 10 orable seyo MAZUI'FI!R. whom 1 have parti
c. cularly favoured and dillingaifhed: he will perfonally communicate to you fev r,t! matters, in which 
c. you may confide. ways keep open the dools of embalfy and corpcfpondencc; and peae bo to him 
.. who follows the guide. Written in the month lBDl AI. 990 ~." 

• He \V.I fond of the •• ACIIM'I'IS or 1 I>lAS prj .1., for which .wIDALLAIf Itll.'I'I, chi f (>1' the 1AITAa.S at 
,Jt..t time, complained modi in hi. Ictt ... to him. t Amona thefe arc reckotwd the (,r'pt"r I of the CHMI

STr"tf. by (umr M.'~OMM'DAIII, "h" ObjL..!\ only thn we~vt corrupted the J"fJ'c1j wlllift olhert pr ... oI, thu wilen 
th~ k.ho:~n WJI ilI"ou.:bt on the cmh, ~ ufpel waa ta&ca ·ir.to h a •• 11 An u. J Sa. 
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very different p ople in the field, from what they are in great CltICS. Whe~ t ~y 17 
are ailociated with the neighbouring nations, they are gentle and polite: but when 
they take the ficld, the frelb air infpires them with different ientirnents , an their 
expeftnefs in the ufe of the lance and fabre. renders them fier e and inlr rid. Their 
frill in horfemanfhip, and their capacity of bearing the heat of their burning plains, 
give them alfo a fllperiority over their enemies; hence every petty chief in his own 
difrrict confiders himftlf as a fovereign prince, and as loch exacts cuftoms from all 
paffengers. 

TH E IR conduCt in this refpeCt has often occa£oned their &ing conlidered in no 
better light than robbers, though many of t ~, em are hofpitable and generous, as wd 
as brave and fober. Towards thofe who afk their protection they are remarkably 
diGnterefted: numbers of them are diftinglliChed for their vivacity and penetration; 
they have alfo a reputation for poetry and aftrology. They generally marry within 
tbeir OWl) tribe: their women are very chafte; indeed they make it' death to b:! 
otherwife ; and there are feveral inftattces of fathers killing their own daughters for 
incontinence; yet for robbery or murder in the field they feldom pllnifh. The 
different tribes are often at war with each other, and the pillage al2quired by thi. 
means is looked upon as an honorable poifeffion. \Vhen they plunder caravans 
travelling through their territories, they confider it as repriflls on the TURKS and 
P.ERSIANS, who often make inroads into their conntry, and carry away til Ir corn . 
and their flocks. In this part of ARABIA, amiently aIled CAL D JEA , is feIdom .. 
feen either cloud or mift. 

TUE jurifdifrion of ACHMED BASHA haq extended as far as the P LRSIAN gulph~ 
and included BASSORA. The OTTOMAN comt being now j alolls of A HM D, hi . . 
government was abridge J, and confined to that 0 BACDAT; the revenue of 11 . 
BASHA were confe llently d cre-afed one rhollfand pl.lrfe b, which r"ndered him in 
different in regard to the prefervation of BASSOR A. TIllS city had been for {olle 
ime under alarms, the MUNTlSIKS threatening to pillabe it; which Indt:ed was. . 

praCticable, had they m. de the attempt, the inhabitants being unpro id<.:d for a. I 

liege. The commander exerted himfelf to pm .the place in a poilure of defi nct', and . 
at the fame time wrote to ACHM.ED DAHIA to com, or fend troops to his affiltanc . 
The BASHA was then upon an expedition againft the KOUIU)S UILHAZ. As foon as
he helrd of the revolt of th fe ARABIANS, he returned to llAODAT, and aftl'j' 001-

It:cting a body of forty thout: nd men, he marched to the relief of BASSORA,. 

To all huma.n appea~ance ACHMED might have deflroyed there ARABIANS; but 
after fome light fkirmilhes he returned to RA(WAT. He had artfully fown divifion 

ongthechiefs"ofthe ARABS, particularly the MVNTISIKS and BENILAMES; by 
this means he became toe,ir arbitrator, and turned the fcale, infornuch tliat h ap 
pointed and d pofed their chiefs, as he found it molt for his intereft: tl is was the 
reafon for his declini g to fight them. B fides, he thought it nece{fary to return in1~ 
mediately to his govt:rnmenc; for he forefaw, that ADIR. SH~ would attack the 

TuaKSi 

• 'I'bis is the country bonh-ring on the government of 8AGDAT northward (rom .A5S0JlA . 

- Garrouches or purlC:s, each of five hundred dollars, at three 1bil.liug , arc equal to (cHn thoW-an 
fi\e hundred pounds. • Thtf~ th~y caU CHEtU. 

3 



'TIlE HISTOR OF Part :kV. 

I. TU . ; anu if he en lP; d himfelf at the head of an army out ?f hi jurifdiCtion, 
the {'ORTE mirTht probably in(jfl: on his taking the comml~d agalllft: the l'ER SJA N , 

to which he JS not the leall inclined. He knew that by fuch means he 010llltl put 
himfelf in the po I.'er of the ' RAND !>lG lOR, \~h()fe good will h~ had fome r afon 
to fuf I:C ; or at IColft that he £hou engage with an enemy, agillnft: wh m he apk 
prehenued 1 c OloulJ m e the ben: defence within hi walls. 

IN d. mean while the ARADfAN HOULAS contin ¢d to aCt vigorouOy againft the 
PER.JA .~, who could not fu~port the war ag inft: them for want of fuips. Thefe 
people m;lde fi veral defcents on the l'ERSIA coaft, a.nd carried ~ff great n.umbers • 
into fia try. The end of this year, NADIR fent an offie r to requ)re the debvery of 
hisfub'ecb;inn "SO~A, hic!1WasthreatendwithafiegebythePERSIA s, whllft 
tbe coldnefs of ACUMED BASRA towards the TURKISH intereft, rendered him fuf
r ~Ct~d of holding correfpond~nce with the PEltslAN king, and gave great oecaGon 
0/ alarm at co. ~ ANTINOP E. 

Tr·n: n is a proverbial fa ill among the nasIANS, " If any PERSIAN king is a 
,. 001, Jet him march agail1ft the Lr.sonc;;" by which is plainly underfrood, tbat 

. J~m'ever p tent an army may be, the fituation of the mountains of DAGISTA~ js 
fuch, and the peopl al fo brave, that the fuceefs of an expedition againll them 
mull: be very precarious. NADIR, whom no PERstAN king exceeeded in vanity r 

ambition. determined to try Jlis fortune againft: them. They had given him gre t 
offence upon feve ,! oecation , particularly by that inctlrfion during his abfence in 
INDIA, in whieh his brother IBRAHIM ~H:AN was Quin; nor was SHrRvAN ever free 
frqm their inroads; fo that great part of. that province was rendered dcfolate. The 
'nd of this year NADIR marcbed at the head of thirty-five thoufand men into SHtR-

AN, and from thence diretl:ed his courfe into the moontains of the LESGEES. III 
order to facilitate his progrefs, he caufed vaft quantities of wood to be hewn down 

n both fides the road, deligning to fruftnite any attempt which the T A_ TAR S 

might make to lie in ambufcade. In this he feemed alfo to have a further view. 
he attack which hi fI n had lately made on his life in the {traits of ASTRABADf 

rendered him the more ircumfpeCt. nor ~as he ignorant that the LBSOEES are a 
crafty as they ar brave-. 

1742 • An~uT the b ginning of this year he ~ntered bA01S1'AN. Here he found a very 
different people from th I DJANS, whom he had fo lately conquered. Infread ot 
marching through open and fertile pJains, inhabited by a rich and effeminate peo .. 
pIe, be was to climb up mountains, in many places inacceffible, and which in ge
neral ferved as a natural bulwark to thofe vallies, where only he could expeCt to 
find provifions. Thefe were defended by a ftout hardy race of men, whofe love of 
liberty had throu h ages tendered them invln ible: and if he could penetrate thro· 

' the defiles into thefe valltes, his enemies miFiht frill take fhelter in their mountains 
·and render all his attempts abor;tive. ' 

; 

TH E terror of his arms had however induced fome of them in the fouthern parts 
to fend hofragcs, and make their fubmiffion. Of thefe he removed a confiderable 

• See Vol. 1. page i56 to aS9' 
number 

• 
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numb r into KllORASAN, as welJ to people that province, as 0 pr vent tbeir,fu ~lIre 
irruptions into the PERSfAN dominions. This ftep fervet! only to irrtt.lte the other: 
J.EWf'ES. NADIR having left one of his generals with a body of eight [houfilO( 
men at a pafi', which commands an entrance inro the mOllntains, he marcned for
ward in purfllit of the CARACAITA a LESGEES: thele baving retired, and drawn im 
deep into their country, alarmed tbe inhabitants of the hills. After uniting fame 
confit!erable bodies of their forces, they came down during the night, and put his 
whole army into the utmoft confuuon. They even attad ed the royal <ent, took 
away fome of NADIR'S treafure, and feveralofhis womt!n. 

IN the mean while, the PERSIAN general, who was left WIth a body of forces to 
fccure the communication with SHIRVAN, was al(o attacked ~ith great fury. The 
I.E GEES furprized thefe troops b, and having the advantage of a wood and rifing 
ground, they made great havock among the l'ERSIA '5, betore the latter were able 
to repulfe tbem. 

AFTER many fruitIer., attelnpts, NADIR found hi! army in gr at diftre[s Ii)\' provi
fions. SlII R v AN bad b en impoverifhed to an extreme degree, fo as not to be a I 
to fupply him, nor was the communiCation open for caravans; he th refore dirc.:led 
his courfe to DERBEND, the inhabitants of which foon felt the fatal eftects of his 
neighbourhood. Here he began to be extremely fenfible of the great ufe of fhips, 
by means of which he might receive a fupply of provtflons from the fomhern coaft: 
of the ASPIAN SEA. This circllmftance calls to mind a mePlorable tranfaCtion of 
this year, with relation to the conduct of JOHN ELTON c, the ENGLISH factor, whofe 
injudicious engagement gave fo great offence to the RUSS I N coun, and fo fat.!.1 a 
wound to our CASPIAN commerce: but tbere has been already too much faid on 
this fubjecr, to need any further obfervaeion. 

THIS mighty conqu rorwa now broughefo low, that the remai.ns of his fint ered 
forces, reduced to twenty tb ufa d m n, muft have deferted or totally eriih d, 
had they not been fupplied by the RUS IA s. Every part of the world furnifhes us 
with inflances, of the love of gain carrying private men beyond the bounds pre
fcribed by laws. I never could conceive, that NADIR entertained the Ie 1: thought 
of invadmg the RUSSIAN dominions, hut it was fllffici nt matt rof alar that he at ... 
tempted to fubdue the LE GEllS; therefore orders were fent from court, that no pro
vifions iliould be conveyed s merch ndize to the PERSIAN army. How ver, tbe 
traders of AST R ACHAN had affurance of fo vail: a rofit, that they could not r' 1ft: the 
temptation, as I have already explainedlJ

: but DE R BED norwithfumding fllffc!re 
fuch difrrefs, that a great part of the inhabitants perilh d by famine. 

THE long continuance of the PERSIAN army on the RUS . r N frontier~, cr ated 
fufpicion at eh CO ,t of ST. ET£RSBURG, that NADIR would make preterrfi ns to 

K1SI.AR, 
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Kt UR, rlS being built on the PERSIAN territOries. This is certain, that he tool~ 
gr a offence at the conduCl: ot a R ~SIA officer to~ards.r0me of his tr~ops. who 
pproached too near to that fort; but for thi , fatlsfachon was made h1l11 by the 

court. 1'ho\1O'h tbe temptation of gain had thus engaged the R us-sr:\ N merchants 
to ['Jpply the l' RS1A 5, yet the 70urt of ST. PETERSBURG \ a [~far a1 rmed at 
their approach, thlC gl' at magazme were order d to be formed In AST R A CH A • 

fhi city was alfo put in a ftate of d fi nce, and a body of troop, to the number 
of rw nt . • thoufand, und r the command of gen ra1 TARAKANOFF, were ordered to 
file off t war s KfSL ., 

THE LIse E had intimat d ~h 'r d fire f putting themfclves under the prot e
tion of Rt:5S1)'\, from the time of NADIR'S fifO: inva inC' their lIntry; and it cr 
t;lil~ Iy ~. s the intereft of that el1pir to fupport the independ ney of thofe br. VI" moun
taineers, who fon iofat~ a barrier againll the PERSIA s. The arriv 10f the RUS

lA, troo s inde d contributed to defeat NADIR'S dcfigns, and he found him~ If 
obliged to abandon an nterpriz to which his !kill and for'une were not qual. 

As [oon as the Rt GSI \ general arrived in the n ighbourhood of DA(;ISTAN, the 
I ESG.E ES made ~f'plil4dun to him; and from an apprehenlion of the (bnge]' they 
might be xpo(cd 0, in (:lfe ADIR wa determined to profecllte his defign of re
ducing them, tI y wrote to this command ' r a follows: 

" Mofl l:J01tored (wd 111qft accompliJhed generd mId commal1det, ilJ chiif, 

" OUR moft ht1mbl~ perition confifts ,in thi : all the inhabItants of DAGISTAN' 
" having been informed that you are arri ved near the frontiers of K ISL A R with an 
". imp rial army, and that your intention is to defend and protect the fubjeCl:s of 
" her imperiaJ majefty in ANDREWSK.A, KOSLKOFF, and BAXA , as alfo all the 
" cbiefs and rulers of the ftates bordering on the dominions of her imperial majefty: 
" after longing expeCl:atiolls of your arrival, we have fent our deputies in the name 
" of the whole nation to defire your int rceIDon, that her imperial majefty may re· 
, ceive us under her puiffant protection, and permit us to b her naves, '\ e are 
" determined [() hold the golden border of leI' 'mperial rob , and in fpite of all 
" the evils that may threaten us, we will not be dragged from them, nor reek any 
" oth~r protection, nor acknowledge any other fovereign than GOD and her imperial 
" maJefty. 

" WE h rcby t ke a folemn oath of allegiance to her imperial majefty, wJlOm 
" we moft Immbly implore to protect us againft our enemies, and in h r exalt d 
" ~lcmency to give a favorable anfwer to our petition. And that her puiffant ma
C( J fry may know in what numbers our troops coofift, we feod you a lift as fol . 
U lows; 

" ACHMJ:tf 
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" CTiMED KUAN the OUSMAI has 
H The tribe a of APARZ 

" ACHMED KHAN lord b of SCHUNKETIN 

" In the diftriCl:s of KANSCHUKUL 

" In ABY 
" In ABU GAL and KALACKS~Y 
" In CARACK C 

" In the diftricts of KUSTI 500. In KLY 2,500 

" In GEDAT 4000. In KIN}ODE 1000; and in KURADA 

66,200 d ,. 

THESE people, known to the world, but particularly to tbe PE IA., for their· 
'brav ry and fteady love of JibertYt now defended themfelves againft the conqueror 
of INDIA, the moil: powerful of all the monarchs of the eaft. ADIR raw, tho 19h 
too late, that he had committe a very falfe fiep; nor could he retire, witho t 
weal ening his intereft in PERSIA, and hi repmation in general. He was [cnfible 
moreover that thefe very LESGE ES would be encouraged by his retreat, to infult 
all he frontier country, and treat the PERSIANS in thofe parts as a conquered peo
ple, un1c:fs he employed a mOT numerous body of forces to guard SHIRVA , than 
-confifred with his oth r defigns, However, of the two evils, it feemed the greateft 
to wafre his time and deftroy his troops, when he might employ them ufefully in 
other important project . 

FROM thi time we find NADIR ~cretly'difgufted with the R,USSIAN court; how
ever, after his return into P E RSI A he rent for the minifrer of ber imperial maj fry 
who attend d the army, and told him, " that he was furprized it ever fbould be' 
" imagined he intended to il~vade the R tJSSIA d0minions; that it was true he had 
" not be n trea d with refpeCl:, R U $SlA having failed to [end a [olemn embaify t() 
" congr:ltulatc.! him on h's · .. altation to the throne of PERSIA; but as he underftoou 
" there had been g at chmg<.: at T. PETERSBURG, h excufid that formality:" 
at the fame time he defired the miniiter to diipatch a couri r to hi court to inform 
the em reD', " that he was intir Iy ifpofcd to [\lp on the peace nd good under-
" fbm,ing whi h fubfifted .. t 'veen the two empire ' ." 

DUR ING the courfe of this 11 fortunate expedition in the north, affair in the fouch 
feemed to prefage as littl feliCIty to PER IA. TAGHI KH N wh commanded in 
SHIRASS, was rent by tl Hng ihtO the country of IMR uz e, in qu lityof gene
ral and :!dmir I, with ord rs to build filips at D ,. DER nou CHEH E. Thi KHAN 

as no {coner arriv d upon til coaft; than! d 'manded of the FRENCH, the UTeR, 

and other It ROPEAN NA'1'[Q, ) fuips and !hip-build rs: and at length, 'ither by 
money or forcible meattlre ) he obtaineu a fleet of fhips. One great Infiance of A' 

DIR' 

• HORD.... b BEO. • There I prefumt:1l'e the CAR ,\C ,\IT"', who dillreffi 
N ... UlP. ' s army fo much. d 1:,his nnmber feerna gr atly to exee d what there people have been 
gener"ll}, thought able to bring into the field. tho' the 1e\'eral div;lion~ f them may hlve eafily rca ted 
miftakc8 as to their llrength. e ) .nd moll of the maps which have fallen und r Illy infpec\ion, 

vel y delici nt with ~lInl to theft· places. The ... R ... .II' inhabit the north co It of the PillS ,... g , 
~Ild p. rt of tbe banks tb IClllS and IltTPHRA'US, b Ilu.:s th ir prop r country of All au. 

S Ggg2 . 



• • 
TII < IIISTORY OF Part V. 

1HR's.cruelty exercifcJ towards h~ people at th~ time, w~s that of obli ring the':1 
to ellt timber in UAZ OllRA N a, and tranfport It to Il E N D R ABA SI. In a il::r It 

in:!, th is is fix hundr 1 and {ixey miles, ;lnd if we confider the cir uit they muft 
ta e to render the road practicable, we mllft calculate at lean: one third more: fo 
th , it was t'rv plain trom this proceeding, that he did. not fo much confider how 
t ,'1 s ere to' be done, as that his ommands fhould be executed at all event . 
( ,I "a lllntity of timber wa ut on this occaGon; but very little if any of it was 
tl llfJ one farther than the diitriEt of VERAMEIl, where it probably remains to 

lis d,lY . 

I f <\ M or chid of HSC.<\T being depofi d, AC" 1 \ ith his f; mily 
and trearlll . on b art! hIS {hips then in the port, and failed [0 KHURF lKJAN b, 

'her he landed. From thence he proce ded to JllLFAR, wI re was TAGlil KH AN 

with the PllRSIA forr.es, His inrention \'\las to put himfelfundcr the prote :rion of 
the RqANS, on condItion they would affift him to r('cover his duminions from 
his IcbellioLt f lhjdts; but his defign b mg die oyered, ttveral of his followers 
abandonrd him, and carri d the veflds again to ME C.A.T. This incident was at
tended with the j llflA-ion of (h HOtTT r.~ :lod J\.1J...~CA'l'S. The new chief of the latter 
bt'ing informed th t TAGH! KHAN, at the inftigation of the depofed IMAM, in
tencled to dil'cCl: all hi force againfr that city, retired with his troops to MATRA, a 
place a league diltant. Mlt· A'r being thus abandon J, [he PERSIA, S entered it 
withom any pr amion: and the ARABIA ·s taking advJntage of the falfe fc curity 
of their enemies, furprized and put them to th fword. TJ1e MESCAT were al fo 
viclorious at fea. 

\VHJ:. NADIR W.1S thus engaged in war by Jand and fea, and at the fame time 
formJng a great army with delign to a a~ail\ll:. til TURK, P ERSJ A groaned under 
the burden of infLlp! ortable taxes. Th treatures of INDI A. [en'ed only to increafe 
the mifery of lhc people, by affording them a fr quent and melancholy fubjefr' of 
reRectton on the .;lvarice of their king. Notwithfbnding tbe vaft projects which 
• ADI R had formed, and the numerOllS forces he was preparing, in order to arry 
his defigns inro execution , h had not y t touched his INDIA t reafu res, fince they 
were depofi eel at ~LA T. What could be the.elf fr of fuch a condu:t? Exorbi
tant taxes exa eel with all the aggr varing circllmfl:ances which inhumanity can 
fUfYgeft, drove thouf~lOds to defpair. Whole villag s and towns tetjn~d into the 
mountains, to avoid the barbarous treatment lhewn them by the SHAH'S coDeCl:ors. 

rowds of the people fled into the non!lern p ts of INDIA: where their king had 
fo h el y triumphed; and great numbers put themfelve under the protefrion of the 
TUR On the fouthern coaft [orne fled illt ARABIA; and hOt a few took every 
apporeu ityof tranfporting hemfelves by fca into the MOCHOL'S empire. In the 
heart of ):RSIA thing took the fame ourfe. The ARMENIANS and others, who 
w're equally diftreffed by ~xaa:ions, Idt tl.eir habitations under the pretence of 
c mmerce or religious pilgrimages j infomuch that the RAHDAR5 • were ordered to 

examine 

• S VoL J, page I 50' b This place is on the fouthern coaJl of the PER S I A N gulf. 
t A fI 0 A R is the term given to thofe who are fixed at certain polls in the highways, either to examine 

p m:ngers, or rec ive toll. According to an antient ellablilhment, tbey are obliged to {upport a certain 
numbt:r of men, to patrol and keep the road clear I and upon this account are enltled to a tax UpOD all 
carll,ans Qf merch. dl1, , as well.as pafiengers. 



Chap. II. N ADI R 

THIS was one great reafo.n why JULFA b was not totltlIy abJndoneq by the 
NJA s. The government of hFAUA , wI ich i r ·one,l.:~· ... Ly-fuur I:! o~" 
and as many broad, comprehends th diftriEts of TCHl, JARBl~, KIEI! JDGe, 
KAHAB, BARAAN, PERHAVAR, ELKHA', and ROUNDEST!It. SOme ofthefe \,:ere 
formelly well peopled; but now they exhibite only a dr 'ary walle, m it of the 
inhabitants being fle~i or ( ifl ... tlc I: numbers had ta1{cn a preranOllS refuge In the 
mountains of LORISTAN; thejr Ian~1 were lefe untilled, and th'ir hOllfc moul·· 
dered into ruins. In iliort, aJ the difheCr s of an unfllcceis ul \ ar, or the inva
fion of a barbarous enemy, could noe plunge the p oplc into relt r miltry dun the 
victories of their tyrannical king, WilO feem..:d more fIJ\"citolls to hU.1bk his own 
fubjects, than his enemies. 

THIS conduct was not Icfs owing to the little love he bore to the PER IANS, thall 
to his apprehenfions of their feditioLls fpirit, which he L1r 'ad d mor than the ar
mies of the INDIANS, TU . KS, or TARTARS. If he could ha:ve cut the PER IAN 
off at one {hoke, as CALIGULA wilb .. d ig regard to the RO~.IA S, it i not unr'<\· 
fonable to beli ve that ADJR would hav'c rejoiced to h .. ve une it; bad" it been 
pomble to re people the country from ny othcr quarter. Evt.ry circum mee of 
his conduct feemed to prove this; fince without altering his meafure , which g ve 
fuch hiu-h provocat.ion to rebellion, his chafhfements were fo extreme, th,1[ he d 

nnt fatisfied with ut killing or putting Out the eyes of all "the peopk, who p r d 
10 arms againft him. 

DURING the courfe of this year, the PORTE was agitated with variety of fears, in 
(f'o-ard to the armies of PERSIA. The name of ADIR had rpr d fuch terror on 
th minds of the TURKS fix years before, as this period of time had not fubdued. 
TI e revolt of the ARABIANS, who often blockaued BASSORA, was a further ircum
i an e of alarm, left thef~ pe pie fhould join their enemy, for as fuch tlwy conli
dered NADIIl SHAH, though he had not yet declared himfelf. 

Tfu conferences held at ERZEROUM ig ]A.TU ARY produced no effect. ADIR 
hall ordered his fon with a boly of fifty thoufand men to rem'in, in n about H .. 
MADAN, where he caufed a great quantity of artillery to be att. The TURK there, 
fi re thought it neceffary to keep a numerous body of troop in the confines of B G .. 
OAT: but the hopes of accommodation frill continuing, the GRAND IGNIOR fent 
MURIFF EfFENDI into DAotSTAN, where he delired an audience. NADIR declined 
entering into this bulincfs, bur promifed the TURKISH miniftel'to give him an an .. 
(wer.on the plains of MOGAN. After his expeditiun ag.linft the LESGEES, hex .. 

• Lieutenant of tile pt'lioce. b The fuburb of JSFAHA • 

plained 

5 
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17,41, pI. ine hinJfelf in rome meafure, by requiring. the reftitlltion of .Il the provinces in 
• ARM ENJ,A, Asr MINOR, and OEOROJ A ; \VhlC~ were f()~merly conquer d by T -

M! Rl,ANE. The TURK; were fo alarmed at this declaratl )'l, that be fides th, great 
amlY which WilS allem bJed near BOD AT, anoth r was ord.;:r d to me t on th bank 
of the EUPHR~'iT.ES near ERZER OUM. 

Tow RDS the clofe of the year, N ADJR wrote a letter to the ORAND sroNIoR, 
couched i . gener I terms, in, which he exprelfed an inclination t~ cultivate a g~od 
underftanding with the PORTE. He a1fo wrote to the BASHA of BAGDAT, making 
propofals of accomrnodatioR in term, as if t~e two pow:rs had already been en
gaged in a war. .Thefe fteps ~ere confidered 111 nQ othe: light, t~al1 a~ a defign to 
lull the comt into an eafy fecunty; and by no means relieved the inqUIetude of the 

ULTA. and his minifters. 

THE SWEDES having declared W,lf the middle of this year againft the RUSSIANS, 
-they macle great folicitations at the OTTOM N comt, to engage the TURKS to break 
with their enemies, in order to create (l. powerful divedlon in favur of SWEDEN. 
The Tl!l KS, h wever, f: ViI the ddllger 011 the fide of PERSIA tou well, to be drawn 
into any [uch fnare; efpecial1y as they had fo lately accommodated their differences; 
nor did that molt remarbble revolution which happened in R LTSSIA at the clofe of 
the lall: year, occafion any change in the meafures of the POR TE. 

WUAT fervedto fUl'port the fpirlts of the GR,AND SIGNJOR was the reduCtion of 
the ZU , BElT and MUDANS, two tribes of ARA BIANS, who had revolted. ACHMED 
BASHA finding that thefe people had offi red to put themfelves under the proteCl:ion 
of NADIR SHAn; 1i'l1t ULlMAN, his lieutenant·, with a confitlerable body of forces, 
who ddi at d thofc ARABIAN , and I' turn d home with a rich booty. The TURKS 
have oft Jl occalion to ie [everiry on thefe people, who are nlturaJly turbulent and 
inconibnr. To I eep them poor tn refore h3S g nerally been the beft expedient to 
keep them humble. Th flee filS which SULn1AN had obtain"d, were likely to 
an!\v r a double pur ofe, by awing thefe tribes, and by intimidatincr others. 

THE TU KS were a](o relieved from their anxiety, with regard to the de{jO'Il 
hieh the P RSIANS might have formc again I}A SORA. NADIR had callfel'fc

veral magazines of provifions to be coil Cl:ed oM '·the fronticrs of that difiriC't; but 
·in SEPTEMB R he on.lerd.i them to be f la. This wa a circumfianee happy to this 
city and its neighbourhood in two rcfptCts. The war with the A R A Dl A NS had oc
calioned a fcarcity, while ACHMED BA HA not chuling to truft to the profeffions of 
his friend NADIR, had ~tna1fed great quant'>ies of proviGons in thofe pans, and fent 
them to BAODAT. Tim fupply was therefore the more welcome to RASSORA, where 
the fwelliol:) of the E !'SRAT S h d occ lioned- an in dation, which produced an 
pidemical diforder. 

\V E have lately feen an inftance of the force of gain, with regard to the R us
SIANS: the love of it often triumphs over every other confideratioll. The TURKS 

,reaped Come benefit from buying of there provifions ; _ but at the fame time they fold 

• KlAYA or ItlHAYA • 

great 

• 
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C HAP. 

TAnIR's trojcfls to difll'efs tbe TURKS. Critical circil111jfanm of ACHMED. 

of BAGDAT. NADIR leaves DAGISTAN. lntrigliCS of. the OTTO. tAN court. 
NADIR fends cmbtiffodors 10 BAGDAT. 'l'he GRAND SIG JOR declares war againfl 
the PERSJA~S. NAD! 's pi " of operatiolls fer the campaign. 

T HE dread of war ftill perplexed the a1rairs of the OT'tOM. :; co~!rt. That 
very conformity of religion, which they had {( earnefrJy folioited, in ord r 

to prevent the effufion of blood, now became an obje:r of their terror. The de
er e which N ,\01 R had ptlblilhed \lpon his acceffion to the lhro. e, not feeming 
to operate effetl:ualJy on the minds of the PERSIANS, tow:lrds the clofe 0 this y ar 
he eaured it to be proclaimed, that as he had ncknowledg d the belief of the SUN N IS 

for the orthodox faith, he required all h~ ·fubjeCts to follow his Xl. lple. 

U DER the circumftanees of fear, this declaration createCi a fufpicio:l in the 
T URKISH miniftry, that it was an artifice of NADIR SHAH, by imitating th con
duct of ASH REFF , to taint the minds of the TU R KS with religious prejudie ; 
and the fame fllccefs which that prince had m t, with regar to hi fecurity 
. gainfr the TURKS, NADIR might poffibly find in his conquefl: of Tt:R&EY. 

ACHMED, BASHA ~f llAGDAT, was critically fituated botween the powerful and 
ambitious NADIR, and the jcaloufy of the TURKISH court: the former, tho' h 
profeffed himfelf a friend to the llASHA, afpired at the conqtleft of BAGD T; whilft 

, the latter was concerned to fee this government alre dy in fome degree difmem. 
beted from the OTTOM A empire. Had BAG D AT been in lefs fkilful hand , it 
might very probably have fall n a facrifice to he ER IA S; and yet many of the 
TURKS gave ACHMED BASRA the odious appellation of NIZAM AL MULU K, in al~ • 
lufion to the treachery which was imputed to that I.'DIAN lord, as alr ady related. 

IN whatever light the cond of the BASH A might appear to the PORTE, it was 
his parts and ge~erolity hich fupported him, and not his treafon. By thefe he 
engaged ch(" friendfhip'Of aimoft everyone who had ny connexion with him: his 
officers fcrved him with the utmoft fidelity, and confidered their own fortune as 
infeparable from his. But this generofity had likf:wife its mixture f evil, as by 

t 's 
a Sec Part X. Chap. VI. of this. volume. 
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1.42 • this eans his coffers were generally empty; io[omllch, that he was often obliged 
to dunand money from the COUft. 'He had now exacted fix hllndred purfe • 
from th ARABIA , s, hUI11 hi lieutenanr, ULlMAN SA RA, had lately d feated. 
The JEWS of BAOD AT were alfo obliged to fllpply him with two hundred mfes. 
Theirbief banker was accufed of an illegal comm rce with the daughter of a 
TURKISH EMIR b, and would have fuffercd d ath, if they had not paid this pecu-
niary mula, together with feven hundred purles which was du to the banker from 
the BAS A ; but this event, whether the JEW was really guilty or not, b Ilanced 
the account. 

/ / THE good underftanding which was fupport'd to fubfifi between N ADI R SHA Hand -
the oovernor of BAODAT, gave the TURKS no [mull inquietud. 'I~ey were in no 
'ondition to compel him to give up his gov('rnment; and out of fear of driving 
him to any defperate expedient, they ditr'embled their apprehenfions, and worked 
fc:cretly to accomplilh their purpore. Alnong other fieps, the court fent feveral 
BAS H A ' to BAODA T with troops, under pretence of putting the city in a ftate of 
defi nce againft the armies of PERSIA; but this expedient did not take effeCt. The 
BASHA raw through the difguife which the court put on, and rrfufed to give any 
adn1lttance to thofe trOOp, r'prefenting to the ORA D SlCNIOR, that his own forces 
"Were fufficient to e 10 th city and its diftrict. 

IF .'1CAMED could have been fuppoftd capable of joining his forces to NADIR 

SHAH, with a view to conquer TUR$EY, fuch a junCtion was practicable; but if he 
had no fuch defign, Cas inde dhow cOllld a man of his parts ommit fo grofs an ab
fllrdity ?) the conduct of the OTTOM A . court was very imprudent with regard to 
her own fafety. The cirCllll franc s of the BASEl.'\. rendered it necelfctry, that the 
.GRAND S IO~lOR flHiuld be kept in f<!ar of the l'ERSIANS, as a de Hive blow on ti
ther fid might oblige him to yield 'up his government; and it was plain enollO'h 
that ADIR wa preparing for fome important enterprize. b 

HAD the T RKS be n in circllmftances of fupporting a war againft PERSIA, the 
perplexed condition in which NADIR found himfclfin DAOISTAN. rendered the oc
allon favorabJe; however, it was lome confolation to the'm , that the rapid comre 

of his arms had met fu h a chec <, as might affolu them time to collect. troops., 
and ' alio tn.-a urI;! to 1uppqrr th m. 

7+3. IN F1!l>RUARY this-year, NADIR abandoned his enterprize on DAOfSTAN; and 
leaving DERBEND, he marched [0 t e plains of MOCAN, not without apprehenfions 
thac the TURKS would make fome irruption into his dominions, betore he could put 
himfelf at the head of his forces. 

THE ORAND SlC IOR tiad rearon to be perfuaded tha~ he never Jhould have a fo
liLl peace, ith NADIR, till h had an opportunity to humble him. The PORTE was 

willing 
• Six thoufand pounds. b We may obferve in how different a light the conduct of the TV It K S 

and PERSlAN S appe~rs. Formerly, the J.:Itter were equally £trict lvith regard to their women hut \Ie 
find. UDder IU DIR 's reign, all dillinCiions of M ... ROMM ElHo Nand C H.1I.1ST I AN were 1 velled. Se~ Vol. I. 
pase ZlO. 11 1. It h ttue the 1 £ws are held in much greater abomination than the CKlI5TIANS. 
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willing to think, that his fuccdTes arore from his iotri ues, and the fOfee of his 
bribes, as well as his valor and military knowledge. Upon chiS' principl , th~y be~ 
gan to confider him as Jets dangc liS, in a prefumprion th;lt he would have no 
advantage over tbem by treafonablc practices. Their ('yes bdng alfo more open 
to their intereft, they faw the fault which they had committeu, in loGng m;my fa
vorable opportunities; and prepared in tbe moft effi aual manner to take m ali I~ 
to free themieIves from any future 'lJarms. 

THE VlZlr ALI DASH' A employed all his !kill and interefr to difpJace ~cnME". 
BASHA of DAGDAT: he even carried hi refentment fo far, as to tamper with 0 MAN 

• BA5HA, commander of the ,citadel , of BAGD T; and to promife him the g( vern· 
mmt of the ci y and provinc , if he could by any means remoye ACHM EO. This 
propof.11 not being accepted, the vizir, according to the ordinary courfe of earrern 
imrigues, tried ACHMEO; and orders were di[patclied to him to tend the he d of 
OSM 1\ N. Being furprized at ~ <;xtraordinary a commiffion, in prejudice to a man 
againft whom he had nQ caufe of ' complaint, he acquainted OSM AN with tI e afia r. 
This produced an' explanation op both fides: the mutual confidence which from 
thence Mofe, eftablifhed tht ir friendfhip; and they had foon after the pleafure of 
feeing their enemy difpofiHfed of his office. ACHMED was at length confirmed in 
his governm ms, borh{)f lL~GDAT and BASSORA; tITe ORA 0 SIC JOR'S decree fot 
this purpofe arriving in APR IL. The court had wifely judged this to be the beft 
expedient, to remove the offence given the BASHA, together w'th their own 
jealoufy. 

IT is probable that N ADTR made fome .~tternpt to corrupt ACH 1£0. The vile 
principles of other men, which he had fo often found fubfervienc to his nds, might 
have induced him to playoff' his diabolical engines, and try tpe efficacy of gold , 
MYRZA ZF.K.I, a perfon much in the confidence of NADIR, wa lent by him tOB G
DAT, in the charaCter of embaffador to the BASHA, who rec ived him with gre' t 
demonftrations of kindnef! , and a profufion of magnificence. The embafi'ador ac
quaint d the BASHA that his mailer intended to make the pilgrimage of IMAM 
ALI, and other pl~e in the neighbourhood of BAODAT, where the PERSIA were 
wont to pay their devotion; and that he would fend four KHANS with trOops to 
ercore him. The BASH A could by no means relifh this information, as it f.·em d to 
conceal fome fecret ddi,gn foreign to the pretence of religion; however, in return 
for the honor which bad been done him in this embalfy, he fent his kil [man A

HO.MMEO K.IAYA, as well to attend the embaffador, as to carry letter and m gnifi
cent prefents for NADIR: among the latter were ten beautiful hodes richly ca1-)a·" 
rifoned. This embaffy- produced no other effect, than "to confirm that efle m whkh 

"the PERSIAN king had always exprelfed for the BASHA. 

V T H [!-ST thefe negotiations "ere carried on, the POR TE faw the florm ready to 
burft forrh. The de eotp of JUNE the horfes taUs were hung out of the Ii raglio 
at CONSTANTL OPU lignal of war. At the Jame time orders wer given to 
ftrengthen the 9TTOMA army on the banks of the EUPHllATES near ERl.£ROU f. 

THE 

• This officer tht'y can MVHOPIZ. 'rhe, have perally goyemon of citad ls diftinE\ fro'ln the city 
a province. 

VOL. II. H h "h 



THE OF Part xv. 
LIlY. F,RSIA shad aJreally commenced hoflilities; and BASSORA and BAGDA.T 

w re illvd'Lcd almoft at the lame time, the form r by a body of thirty thoufilild 
rJ::RSl M;S, who ere joined to fome tribes of AB AB1A s. They took immedi.ttdy 
(11 fort of G'RDILA n the fi Ie of the river oppofite to that city, they alro ra-

aged fi'\eral /tnJlI towns and villages, and put many of the inhotbitants t the· 
fword, tal ing tht' ir women into fiavcl'Y. The territOries of BAGDA:, whi h we~e 
Innlly recovered from the calamities they had fuff'er d ten years before, were a110 
pillag doand laid wane . . 

THE TU KS how 'er collected a great army on the fide of :tU ZEROUM, and an
other at I ARBEKIR, and determin d to make head againft the enemy. The PE R- • 

IAN troops which were before BASSORA and BAGDAT, were therefore ordered to~ 
have thofe pl:tces and join at 1I10SU'L, and from thence to advance to DIARBEKJR. 

The plan for the opel'atic)Os of the campaign being formed, N A 01 R himfelf at the 
head of a grc&t body of forces marched to v AN, with a defign to hem in the T U R K S 

at ERZEROU f, anl~ for e them to a battle; and then to attack the QTTOMAN do-
minIOns in t different parts at the fame time, and puth his conqueft .as far as 
th capital f e h"rt been fome tin:e m:lking prelJarations to take the 6eH; but 
he did not begin the campaign with fo much ardor as in his former war againft the 
'1'(1 KS. Th repulfe he had met in DAGISTAN, had in fome d~gree diminithed his 
reputation; whilft the acquifitions which his tl'OOpS had made in INDU, rendered 
them co all appearance refs ddirous of war. 

THE love of eafe, and the cultivation of the arts of peace, will ever be grateful 
to mankind; but even fuccefs in war .muft tire and diftrefs. The moft fortunate 
campaigns have generally been attended with great labor, and feldom without 
the lofs of many lives to the victors; yet accordin~ to the common notions of man
kind, to wade through rivers of blood is the glory of military achievements: fo 
much does a vicious 1t!lf-love counteract the great defigns of Providence. 

:.rhe TU RKS put thelfljeh;c! i1~ aflate of defence. C]'he BACTIARIS and BALOUC~EES re_ 
'Volt. The TUR KS fend a pretender into PE R 51A, who is joined by a great body of 
LE GEES and PERSIANS it: SHIRVAN. 'They are difeated by the PERSIAN fOr(es un

der the commalld of NESR ALI MYRZA. Rebellion of TAGHl KHAN in SHIRASS 

Jupprejfod .. 

AFTER a campaign Of near fourteen years, the ardor of the PER.SIAN foldiers 
began to abate, whilft the TURKS recovered from their apprehenfions. MosuL. 

was put in a condition of defence, and the PRItSIANS endeavoured in vain to make 
themfelves mailers of it: they loft a great number of men before the town, and 
we-e obliged to raife thefiege. ALI BASHA, governor ot DJARBEKIR, commanded 
a numerous army., and had taken all the precautions of an experienced general, to 

ftop 



..... 

Chap. 1 . 

fiop their pro~refs. hao they even (ucceeded at MOS U L; but that blo failing. pm. I 

dence forbid. their advancing, whi1ft orn unconqu red country' remained behind 
them. 

N AD IR found the TU R KS every where prepared for his rec("ption: a number of 
fortified towns, defended by an enemy become brave by their exp;.:rience, fe 'n ed 
refolved neither to be won by his intrigues, nor to be fubdued by th<! terror of hi 
name. Superiority of numbers, and the mere dint of valor were theref e his only 
refources; and as he was fenlible that hi conduct had rendered the PERsrA '5 every 
where ril'e for a revolt, the 10fs of a battle would probably have been his ruin. A 
the TURKS kept only on the dcfen!ive; th iffue of the war could not ea!iJy be d·
termined by any decifive blow. U"der thefe circumftances 'ADTR. retired to the 
neighbourhood of KERKOt1D, .here the TURKS fuffered him to remain unl1101eCccd . . , 

IN the mean while near two rhoufand families of the BACTIARIS, whom the PER· 
SI'AN king had tranfporrcd ro the province of KMORA A. , returned to their own 
country; where they retired into lthe mountains, refolving to {hah ofr th PERSIAN 
yoke. NADIR being apprchenfive that others would follow their example, fent a 
great body of OUSBI:.OS ro keep them in awe. The BALOUCHHS alfo refu-fed to 
fend any further fupplics of men or money; and a body of PI:RSIAN troops, whi h 
had marched againft them, was defeated. 

A G REA T part of the frontier country to the fomh, and alfo the inhabitants of the 
fea-coaft, finding N A DJ R's government infupportable, took up arms at the fame time; • 
TAGHI KHAN, the governor of FARSI STAN, followed their example. This KHA . 
was a)fo a BEOLEltBEO, and had been much eO:eemed by NADIR.: he was pern it d 
to wear the heron's feather on the left: fide, and to ride up n an elephant; hi b 
was not granted but to two or three perfons in the whole empire. The fe eral ex
peditions which this KHAN had made againft tbe MASCATS, having been attended 
with very ill fortune, his reputation with the king was much declined. KH<\LBELLI 
KHA , a relation Qr the SHAH, and an officer under TAOHI KHAN, was come fo 
great an object of jealollfy to NAUJR, that he gay orders to TAGH! KHA to fend 
him his head; but the BEGLERBEG made ufe of his intereO: with his mailer, and 
faved KHALlIELLr. Soon after TAGHI KHAN himfelf was fufp Cl:ed of rreafon; rod 
under pretence of efteem and great confidence, N AD r R charged his r lation to fend 
the KHAN prifol'er to the camp. The mutual regard which fubfifred b" ween theJe 
tWO lords, nawral1y produced an explan tion; .mti tll y both faw tI t their, fccu
riey depended only on their abilIties to oppo[e the tyrant, whom lar <.lit" ppointmenB 
had rendered extremely cruel. 
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troop to the"Dumber of f yen thoufand, and ft!ized all the naval force o'h the PER ... 

"1J\N gulf. 

WHILST there ftorms were rYlttherinO' in the fouth, the TURKS thought the occa-
D 0 it' ~ fion very favora Ie to fom nt a rebellion in the north. The mo proper tnarLl~ 

m nts for their purpofe were the LEse EES. The refentment of thefe people for the 
att I11pt againft them the preceding year, made them wifh for jome good oppor· 
tunityof ' iftreffing the PERSIANS. The TURKISH miniftry were fenfible that NA

Dl R'S gov roment was already beco e adieus; and that poffibly any pretender 
they might fet up under the notion of being of the royal blood of the SEFPlE fa- .. ... 
mily, might make a diverfion in their favor. For this purpofe therefore they en
g:lr;ed a certain I ERSIAN named SAUN·, who pretended to be the younger fon of 
SHAH HUS £1.. The TURKS alfo infinuated that SEFFlE MYRZJ\, the elder fon , 
was yet alive under their protection. SAUN had made his appearance in PERSIA forne 
years before, in the habit of a DERVEISH, prh'arely infinuating that he affected that 
garb to conceal his birth: he was then taken by IBRAHIM KHAN, NAD1R'S brother, 
who, in contempt, em off the tip of his nofe, and fet him at liberty. This man was _ 
from tbat time caBed tnw I.E D U It 1L) E, or 1nip-nofe. 

THE inhabitants of SHAMAKIE now received the pretender with great demonftra
tions of refpea, and he foon colleeted an army to the number of fixteen thoufand 
men, of which the greateft part were LESGEES. Thefe brave mountaineers had 
made incllrfions in the neighbourhood of DER.8END from the time of NADIR'S leaV'--

, ing that city; and kept the garrifon in J~erpetllal alarms. Taking the advamagt: 
of th night, th y bid a quantity of gunpowder in the broken parts of the walls, 
,and fwing fire to it, did great mifchief, tho' they could ,not accompliih the taking 
of the place: this artifice was repeated feverul times. They ofren came in large 
bodies, in the night, and letting fly clouds of arrows at the troops who guarded the 
walls, immediately changed their fttllation; fo that the PERSIANS were at Jl lars 

, how to aim their artill~ry. All the arts of perfuafion, as well as violence had been 
ufed to bring thefe TARTARS to a fubmiffion. The garrifon made repeated fallies, 
.:tnd had frequent fkirmifhes with them; both £des exercifing cruelties unwarrantable 
by the law of arms b. Thore who furrendered themfelves without fighting, and 
promifed under an oath not to bear arms againft the SH A H, were difmilfed by the 
PERSIANS. A decr e was alfo fent amongfi: the LESGEES, that whoever would trade 
with PERSIA, fhould be free of all duties. and that paffporrs fhould be granted for 
the fafety of their perfons; but this had little or no effelt. 

THE continuation of thefe hoftilities kept DERBEND almoft in as great diftrefs as 
when NADlll left it. All the males who were above fixteen, were obliged to bear 
arms; and the young women above fourteen, were given as wives to the new re' 
cruirs, by an arbitrary act of the governor,; whilfi: the fcarcity was fo great that 
numbers di d for Want. ' 

THB 

• This word is alfo pronounced S A ~ M, )) Tt waS not uncommon for the PI! RII A • 8 to cut off 
tbe le~ of, the L IlS I! JIf, or to cut out their eyes, with this cruel taunt, that they might then make tl\ 
beft of thCLC way home. 



Chap. IV . . :N A D IRS II A H. . 

THE beginn'ing ofWis year the preten er SAlIN marc!.ed into SHIRVAN, ,ae the 
head of an army mofrly compofed of LESGEES. They were pillaging at large, when 
a body of two tboufand PERSIANS in NADIR'S intereft, endeavoured to frop their 
progrefs, but were entirely routed. The whole province being thll ' threatened with 
defolation, NADIR fent his fon NESR Al.l MYRZA at the head of twenty -five thou- · 
fand men. The LESGEES, in conjunCtion with great numbers of the peopl of the 
province, made an obftinate refifrance; bm afttr much bloodtbed tI ey were de
feated near the conflux of the KURA and ARAS. le was here NAD1R was chofe~ 
king; and on the fame fpoc, where the peoEle had given fuch proof of their weak
nefs and corruption, was now ereCted a monument of tbeir mi(ery and diftrefs. 
NADIR caufed a pyramid of human heads a. to be built in token Of his viCtory, and 
to deter the few remaining inhabitants from any future rebellion. 

SA UN fled with feventy men only, but was foon taken. The SHAH ordered hIs 
fon to cut out one of the eyes of this rebel, and that he fhould be then fent to the 
OTTOM AN coutt, with this me1Tage: "That NADIR difdained to take the life of 
." fo defpicable a wretch, though the GRANQ JGNIOR had efpoufed his callfe, as a 
" defcendant of the family of the SEFFIES b.'" 

THE confequence of this rebellion was the ruin ofalmoll: the- whole province of 
51-11 R V AN. In the mean while, the revolt of TAG H I K HAN became a very ferion 
affair; he was one of the laft of the ancient PERSIAN nobility, and tho' he h:1d 
been unfortunate in his naval )Var againft the ARABS, he had the reputation of. an able 
ftatefman and a gallant officer; qualiries which rendered hini fo much the greater. 
objeCt of jealoufy. NADIR detached a· body of eighteen thoufand 'men to SHI

RASS, under fome of his moll: experienced generals. This was a force fo much fu
perior to tnat of T AGHI KHA., that bing in' no capacity-to meet them in the field, 
he fum himfelf up in the cicy . 

WE have already feen, to what deplorable circumftances the city of S1-I1 ASS t e 
capital of FARSISTA N, was reduced in 1724, and again 1n I ~29: it was now on e
more doomed to be a [cene of diftrefs and !laughter. TAGHI 1~IlAN defenJed cht; my 
for fome weeks, but :It length it was taken by frorm: th inhabitants were puru(b 1.1 
with the utmoft feverity; and a great part of their effects were pill ged, LInder the 
pretence of. fequeftration, for the ufe of the king. Moll: of thote who had been in 
arms were put to the fword, or deprived of fight. TAGH! KHAN, attended by 
party of his friends, fled in the difgllife of lhepherds, but were foon difcovered by 
the treachery of their own fervants. He was bl'ought to ISFAHAN with his favoricl; 
wife, and about forry of his nearelt relations and dependents. 

T~IS lady was violated before her hufb:md's face by a common foldier; whi h 
was the highell: inctignity thac could be om red to this noblem 0, and contr:lry to 
:NADIR'S ufual r gard to wpmen, His relations and .friends w re put to death; and 
~. hlm~' 

• Sec Vol. r. page %61}: . b It was remarkable, th:\t u t1 N was thus Cuff"ered to ercape fOT the 
fecood time. Ile was a rank predeftinaria<l. nnd cUldud d rh t he wa ye r (en'ed fur fome e traor
dinaryevent. • 'fhl! tlVeHty.jive thouCtod men, m n[ioned iu Vol. I. page IS. I'art of them I 
imagine were fent llKainll the other reb Is in that nd hb.ourhood , 

3 



OF 
himfi 1f, aftc b in d pnvcd 0" one f his eye, was caftrate ,1. StriCl: orc! 'rs wer 

iven, that all poiIible ' re fbould b> taken, that the operation fhould not aITel.: 
his life. It wa raid, that NADIR had m de an oath · never to put TAGH] HAN to 
death; and was t refor wanton in his cruelty, without rouching the life f this 
lOrd. It is probabl , that the H A H thought him an honeR: man, and a more ablt: 

era! than many belonrrinlY to his army; and as he had given him his lifi, :0(

.......... ~~"" from him the gl' ~er marks of fidelity. Upon what other principle can 
/-";.:. ree n de N A DIll. 's condu ~ ; wh , af~er thus W' tifyin,g his rercntme~t, g~ve 

this KU N the gOY r m nt f ABU L ? hat p:utlcular clrcumftanc S mIght 10-

duce him to take fo extraor inary a r folution, my amhorities do not mention: it 
feems to be an efreCl: of that caprice and whim, which we find upon many occafiol1!;, 
a if he affe ed to ftablith a rule of conduCl:, contr' ry to the fundamental princi. 
ples which common experience has taught mankind b, 

C H f4 P. V. 

Rebellion oj ASTRABA . ENCLTSH merchants pundered. NADIR rClumsJrom TUR
KEY into PERsrA. Report concerning his abdication. Diflrefs of PERSIA, Tbe 
TURKS make great preparations for war. NADIR marches i'nlo tho TI,1RKISH 
dCi11~nio1Js. Battl~'f(ltIgbt mar ERIVAN. The TURKS defeated. 

T l E flames of civil war now fpread'themfelv s like a torrent. In JANUARY 
, tl is year, the KHAJARS of ASTll.ABAD alfo threw off the yoke, and chof< 
MAHOMMED Ht. SA N C as their leader. After joining a body of TURK UMAN TAR
TARS their n 'ghbours, they took the capital of the provinct:, feized the SHAH'S 
trcafllr , and plundered a valuable caravan belonging to the BRITl I{ RUSSIA com
pany, who were at this time attempting to open a new trade over the CASPIAN fca 
to MESCH D, now confidered as the apital of the ~mpire. 

THE R l! cannot be a greater demont1:ration of the fatal effeCts of a tyrannic' 1 go
vernm nt, than the extr me r fhnefs f the inh1\bitants of this province. MAHOM
M D H SSAN had held :l corr fpondencc with S UN, and acknowledged him as fo
v reicrn. Ill! propofi d, that whilft AU~ was conquering 'on the weftern coaft. he 
would reduce the fouthern parts bordering on the CASPIAN {ea. It was with difh
cull y he raifed a little army of three thoufand men; and S A UN, tho' he headed fix-

teen 

a It f, e. ~ as if ?aths were deemed very Cacred thing~ among the lAlIO,IMEDAN S, and that the vi] It 
of men were not vll~ enough to dlfreg:trd their engageme~ts, to which th y call the A1mighty to witncfs. 

Mr, Ol" r R Dlelltlons, that TACH I K~fAN no Cooner arTlved at CAJlUL, than he rebelled; but J never 
hl'~rd th:tt CAll L diu rebel till after the death of ,'ADIR SHA fI, or jufi before, when THAMAIlA' 

'II N c()01,mand.:d the P 51 AN forces on the l~DIAN fide, It is true, that many events have hJp-

l' CIlt:d, whIch for want of corre(pondence, and (rom the wild diCorders of .... couDlry rent with civil wars, 
\:lV~ nel'er re~chcd FURora, J hat"c aIr~ady obfclvcd. that for my own rart I adopt only what r have 

part,leulal r 3jOIl to b li ve i ~rue. a~d thofe events wh}ch appear but impcrfe£lly lclated, with regard 
to ('lrcumfiallc a, the reader WIll afcrlbe to tlie manner 10 which they have bccJI handed to liS, • 'fl1t 
fon of A1 tY ALl "HAN, mention in page z66. 



teen thoufand,1 was not abJe to fupport himfdf againfl: the r.tln-, 'rou 'forces ilf A

DIR; Y t the temptation of plundering the trearure and aravan, drew the infatua
ted follow('rs of HASSAN into defl:rllcbon. The minute circllmftances of this rebel
lion are r lated in my fidt volume a. I have therefore 0nly to add, that this army 
OfKHAJA sand TL'RKUMA'I1S were in the following month dcfcltcd by fifteen hUh
dred of the SHAH'S troops from KHORASAN; and by theit· lof!; in b ttlc, executi
ons, and fequeftrations, the. whole province was ruined. From this time NADIll. 

took the refolutlon of fcnding a body of forces, and to build a fort on the I. 

co aft of the CASPIAN, with a view to awe the TURKUMANS; but the want of water ) 
in their defert prevented the execution b, 

WHETHER reafons of policy, or any other motive prevailed, NADIR certainly gave 
freqL1ent proof of his regard to equity; and there is a juftice due to the worft of • 
men. That which was fhewn on this occaGon to the BRITISH merchants, ought 
to be. remembered; for he eaufed the whole amount of their 10rs to be paid to their 
factors. . 

• I 
THE fortune of this eaftern fpoiler feemed now to decline very faft: and the ge~ 

neral defeCl:ion of the PERSIANS rendered the profpeCl: of his future reign very 
gloomy. The flames of r hellion, which thus broke out in fo many different quar
ters, reduced him for the prefent to the neceffity of abandoning hb defigns againft 
the TURKS; and in the month of MARCH this year·, he returned into the plain o£ 
HAMAD AN. 

IT is not faid whether NADIR had any 'ohildren by the aunt of SHAH TlEHMAS; 

but his unfortunate fon RJZA KOULI MYRZA, to whom a fitter of that prince had 
been given in marriage, had a fon by her, whore name was SHAHROKH, now bom 
ten years of age. It was fugge-fted that NADIR d figned to abdicate the reg 
power in favor of SHAHROKH, as bt-ing lineally decended on rhe moth r's fide from 
the SEFF f E family, and t lat himfelf would retire to KlELA T . to end his days in re
pofe. This opinion fi emrd to arife rather from the confufed fiate of affairs, than 
from the probability that NADIR really meant to abdicate the crown, or that he 
could conliftently with his own fafety give up the command of his army. 0 

was it probable that SHAHROKH, who was born in filch difrract d rimes, whore fa.
ther had been deprived of fight for rebellion againft his own parent, and whore 
mother had poifoned ,herfe1t~ to avoid the cruel death of fever I of her relations, 
who were ripped up; it is not, I fay, probable, that fuch a perf on I howev r emi. 
tIed by birth, fhould ever arrive at a quie-t pom ilion of the reg:tl dignity. 

UNDER fuch diftraccion of the frate, and the jealoufy of the ufurper, to name, 
fllcce(for would have been to dethrone himfelf in his own apprehenfion. Every 
thoughtful man forefaw d what confuCion muft neceffarily follow the dea~h of N A D I 9 

although this event Was [0 much ddired by the people. It was moft natural to 
imagine, 

• Chapters XXX. XLJI: XLVI. b See Vol. I. page 2%0. C See Vol. I. page 164, 165. ,6(,. 
" I have often. difcou~fed on the fubjea with the F KJ ell jefj,it9 in C III LAN, \\ lio foretold a gre • 
iart of tbe calamities, wbich have fiDee happened, as a natlll'al colllequcnce of lh:.l dll ttJte Lbrc ta 

hich PUS{A was reduced. , 
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• imarrin , that -as NADIR had pu om th eyes of his 1dcft ~ n RJ'ZA KOl' L! MYRZ , 

. the lecond fan N£ZR ALI ,fYRZA , ihould be confiJercd as tbe prefl1rtl?tive heir of 
the PER"IAN H demo This rince however gave no marks of a (pirie eq11 31 to r 
da,l''rcrou a chart!e LJ KOU LJ KHA , the Jon of tflRA:liM rOtAN', was therec 

orcoconfidered a;:> the prrron ll1of\: prob ble to fucceed. his () inIon wa favoreJ 
tiy hi being made goY(rnor of KrIORASAN, and by a certain poplll?rity of (on
du Jli)t fuch ~ gave umbrage at this time, but tending to make impreffipns 

r lis n'erofity. 

I iI VI! rdatedin whatmlfcry b PER SIA was involved bYNAI1IR'S a,·.'lrice, joined 
to a teftlef~ fpirit of conqueft, and a fcar of Ji anding his arm)'. In t moO: ci 
vilized countries e orten find, that after a long feries of war peace is attendl'd 
with many eVJl ('Heels, tfpecitllly from the lawlers conduCt of thofe who want ikill, 
inJuflry, or hom' fly tl) gee tht'ir bread. But: in a country fo loft to a fenfl.! of moral 
durje, nd fo inll ,!tient und r the yoke o'f'an ufurper, NADIR'S foldiers would have 
h"t'li tht' fidl: to r -be), as foon as they fho.uld be dirchargcd. They already curfed 
him, not in their h am only, but with their tongu(!s; d laring, th It he had no 
j<:nfe r hum [l'ty, and theltfvlt: Iii!> talents as a ii Idier could n et' r onder him 
'\i'oltby to reign over chem: be fides, the native PE~SJ."'NS in his army were nUl h 
il1~elior to tbe number of the TARTARS, and conk'quemly the form r confider 1.1 
th 'mlelves ;]s a ing under the influ"nce of men whom they d -fpifed. The peopl (! ... 
in general, grown defperate by feei ng their fubftance torn from them. were kept 
fro m r bellion no lODger than they were awed by a military torce. Yet they were 
reduced to {o h~rd a dil mma, as to tremblt: at the profpt'C'1: of a cbange. 

UCH was the fituation of PERSIA in the middle of this year, when nothing could 
'ive a {honger proo how mach mankind are fCOllrges to themfelves in confequ'-nce 
t their own Villainy, than that a people who had been regardlefs of their l,n fLll 

hog, now gr0aned under the tyranny of an ui'llrper who trod on their necks 
with fuch bOllnJlefs cruelty. Tor was it lefs amazillg how a country :lImon: de
fated, could find provifion to fllpply an army . 

• IT is eafy to imagine the fatisfaCtion hicb the POR TE received at the rebellion 
in PERSIA, which made a difcovery of tile real weaknefs of their enemy. Bm they 
were {ttl! alilrmed on account of ACHMED BASHA: dle reluctanCe! he had (hewn to 
aCt againft the PERSlANS, by which he defigned to lnaintain himfelf the b teer in 
lIS ~overnnwnt, was conftrued by Pris enemies at court as a defertion of his maner's 
aule; and onfcquently that the leaft he could mean, was co n:ct an independent 

foveleignty. 

Trn T RKS, h:lrrafi"ed with war for fo m ny years, grew clarnorou , ana a chanO'e 
in the miniftry was threatened. Their fears perpetually reprefented NADIR SHAH ~s 
deftroying their armies, an(l Jaying waite their country, without a profpeCt of peace. 

'lhe 

• IBR .... IIM ~H N. N ... ll'\t·S ldefl brother. he (&I11ctperron who wa killed by the LHOEU, It W3S 

{n,d tha .N A Olll dId ~tc1are AL I ':0 ULI I:HAN iii. ruccd'cit, but the authority is tb~ more to bcdouhted. 
a the t1unga?pcars InconfiHcnt, WhlHl "'£SR .... MY/lZA had fo great a (harc in tilC command of th 
army. b \ ' 01. I. page '56 . 

• I 



Chap. V. N A D I R 

The cot)rt 'endeavoured by all pomble means to foothe the people: it as even de
clared that a peace was concluded with PERSIA, by the interpofition of AC ED 

{}. BASHA. The defign of this was to remove tbe fufpicions which were entertained 
O'N-CHMED BA HA, and at the fame time to give the people hopes of repofe. The 
court however · had experienced fuch caprice, inconftancy, and want of f ith in 
NADIR, that they could make no dependance on any treaty with hjm. but fuch as 
w~s made fword-in ·hand. Many projects were formed .to bring vaft armies into 
the field: it_ was even propofed to embark fom bodies of tbe CRIM TAR.TA ___ ~ 
the BLACK SEA, and land them at TREBISONDE; and to bring troops from EGYPT, 
and land them at ALEXANDRETTA, to ende.avour by this means to cover their do
minions in the ancient M~OP-.oT AM J A. In 1hor, all pomble expedients were tr4ed 
to fet boun 's to fo dangerolls a neighbour, whofe fortune had prevail d over the 
numerous rebellions raifed againft him. . 

In JULY, N A DJR marched back agaiq into the TVltKISH dominions, feemingJy ' 
with a view to fupport his troo.p,s in the enemy's country, which he could no longer 
do in his own. All the fron tier of the TURKISH dominions had been fo long a prey 
to great armies, that they were become wafre. In the mean while, the taxes drawn 
from his people being infl.lfficient ror the current fervice, he was obliged .to have 

. T~courfe to his INDIAN treafure, but in fuch fmall proportions, as afforded very little 
~ ~elief to the people. . 

NADIR r~mained fome time between C'ASBIN and HAMADAN, with an army of 
thirty thoufand men; with thefe he awed his fubjects, particularly the inhabitants 
of the coaft of the CASP1AN, who were in general ripe for a revolt. In this fituation 
he could alfo fupport a correfpondence widi his armies on the fide of lNDIA, ar.d 
with that body of forces which he had left near KERKOUD. In the mean time he 
expected to be joined by his forces which had been fent to the fouth againft SHI
RASS, and the neighbouring country. 

TOWARDS the clofe of this year,. an action happened between the PERSIANS and 
TURKS, near CARS; but as it was by no means decifive, it fervedfor little more than 
to fupport.the fpirit of znimofity, and prevent that peace which the TURKISH mi
niftry fo anxioufly fought: at leaft we do not find that the PERS1ANS were driven 
out of the TUa.KISH dominions, nor that CARS was taken, agreeable to the common 
reports of that time. , On the contrary, the TURKS maintained their ground with 
fueh refolution, as rendered all the attempts of the enemy abortive. 

THE PERSIAN army paned the winter 'near their own frontiers. The SHAH feemed 
to think it neceffary to keep himfelf in readinefs againft the inteftine commotions 
of his own country, and at the fame time to watch the motions of the TURKS, who 
were refolved to make; ,their greateft efforts the next campaign. 

NEAR the end of this year, ACHMED KHAN, a PERSIAN general, fled to CON-
• ST ANTINOPLE from the tyranny of the SHAH. The TURKS received him with diffi

dence, lell his pretended flight 1hould be one of thore ftratagems which their artful 
enemy NADIJ had fo often played againft t~. The KHAN however gave them 

NOL. II. . Iii futh 
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fl1ch convi inO' proofs of the real caufe of his abanrloning his 1· te n after, th t he 
was 'received in~o the confidence ofth TURK ISH minifters. He £lane ed them into a 
belief, that if they would exert themfelves, and fend a large army into the field, 
the PERSIAN, being once intimidated. would defert in whole fquad ro s. This n Jill'f'!lIoo

nion was founded on his knowledge of the great difaffi chon of many of the officers 
and fol diers in the Pl:.RSIAN army. 

E. LESGEES , remembering their defeat in SHIR VAN, the beginning of laft year. 
ere anxious to fee their haughty enemy humbled to tbe duft. For this purpofe 

they fent two embaffadors to CONSTA N T I NOPLE , offering to affiil: the TURKS with a 
body of men, in confideratioll of a certain fum of money. They repl efented at the 
fame time, how bravely they had de ended theIr liberty againil: the ufurper NAD IR, 

and that they 11ill perCiil:ed in their refolution of defending themfelves. It bad nO,t 
been the cuftom of the LE ' GEES for tome ages to leave their mountains, to engage 
in the fervic of any foreign prince, nor have they often marched f\rther than 
SHJRVAN and GEORGI to fight their own battles; but their prefent circumil:ances 
induced them to make this otfcr, to engage in the TURKISH fervice, as the SWISS 

do in that of FRANCE. The PORTE received thef embaffadors with great marks of 
diftinction, and gave tll m ery faIr promifes; but we do not find that they were 
fo fatisfactory to the crafty LESGEES, as to engage them to fend any fuccors to join 
the OTTO M A N army: indeed it was not withom the utmoft difficulty the GRAND 

SlCNIOR could raife money to pay his national troops. 

Tms year began with preparations for the moO: powerful army which had yet 
appeared in the field againO: the P£R~I.ANS, towards which S'El VIA, BOSNIA, and 
ROMANIA, all contributed their quotas. This numerous army was to be aif('mbled 
at CARS, in order to open the campaign by the firft of APRIL. The TURKS feemed 
thus determined to make the moil: vigorous efforts, and free themfelves from the 
dread of their enemy; which could not be done by keeping wic! in their all. 
This tafk was the more difficult, as a continued feries of ill fortune had intimidated 
the OTTOMAN ASIATIC forces; neither were the EUROPEAN troqps in the 1 aft dif
pofed to pafs over into ASIA. as it had generally proved their grave. 

IN the mean while, the fuppreffion of the rebellions of SIJIRVA , SHIRASS, and 
ASTRABAD, had in fome meafure' hllmbled the ,PERSIANS: though, gJ;.oaning under 
a tyrannical government, they were in no c ndition to with-hold their obedienc . 

AOIR being fatisfied that he had nothing to fear from his own people for the 
prefent, left his fon N ERA LI MY It ZA with a body of thi rty thoufand men on the 
frontkrs of PE R Sf A, and marched his army tbe beginning of lhis year il1to,c EOR OT A 

wh re he found it moil: cafy to fuppo,r them, without any danger of moleftatiQIl~ 
Thi ftep gave the T R S fome fatisfaction, as it enabled th m to form their army; 
and afforded a temporary relief to' thoic towns, againft which they apprehen j d 
the PERSIAN king would turn his arms. 

IF the TURKS wer ambitious of ftriking a decifive blow, NADIR alfo behaved as '" 
if he meant to bring the war to an ilfue at one battle; for he took no melJ,fures to 
obflruCl:: the junction of the OTTOMAN forces. About the middle of· MA y he rent 

orJel's . 
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()rders to his fon to advance towards ERJVA , and ne:1.r the end of J 'L Y bot 1 the 

, P£ll,SIAN armies arrived in the neighbourhood of chat city. " 

W 0 y ars thus paffed in rumors of war, and perpetual appr henfions of bat
tles, without any blow bing ftru ck worthy of hiflorical record: at length the fatal 
day arrived. The TURKS h aving had fo long a time to compleat their army, their 
forces were more numerous than in any of the former campaigns againft the PER

SIANS: the SERASKH.R, MAHOMMED BASHA, was at the held of a hundred thou
fand men. As foon as he heard of the motions of the PERSI..<\NS, he left I!RZEROUM , 

and advanced to CARS, where he joined ABDALLAH KOUPROLI: the army under 
this B AS HA confifred of thirty thoufand men. The jun ion of hefe fa es, l1P-

orted by a numerous train of artillery, flattered the TURKS into a belief, that it 
was now tbeir tllrn to triumph over an nemy had en fo long an object of 
their terror. M A H M t I) B A:A irected his courfe towards E R I V N, and during 
his march, I rove fi v ral parrics, confifring of four or five thoufand PER I A s, 
from their entrenchments and advanced pofts. 

N A D IRS H A H was encamped with fifty thol1fand men abom ten leagues from 
ERIVAN , and his fon, NESR ALI MYRZA, with thirty thoufand, was advanced near 
the fame difrance. The vanguard of the latter being met by the TURKS, a fkirmifh 
enfued, and the PER SIANS immediately retreated to join the main army commanded 
by the SHAH himfelf. Upon this, NADIR began to move, and rent a body of his 
forces to attack the TURK in the rear, which was execmed according to his inten
tion, Being arrived within two leagues of the enemy's camp, he pitched his tents on 
a rifing ground. neareft that body of the T t1RKS commanded by ABDA LLAH BA SHA. 

The main body of the OTTOMAN army was encamped advantageoufiy, and de
fended by entrenchments, and a numerous artillery. 

MAHOMMED BASHA had made fome marches to meet the king of PERSIA, with 
defign to give him battle. The third of AUGUST he detached a large body of ca
valry, fupported by a train of a"it.iJl ry; thefe troops being formed into order of bat
tle, advanced upon the PERSIANS, whilft the BASHA kept his whole army in readi
ne[s to fuccour them. N A OJR gave orders for a detachment of his troops, inferior 
in number to that of the TURKS, to meet them; and after the firft difcharge of 
their mufquetry, to attack them with t,heir fabres. The battle lafted from mor/')
ing till noon with equal fortun ; when the SHAH advancecl in perf on at the head of 
a ftrong reinforcement, and brought on a general engagement. The TURKS dif. 
puted the; victory with great obftinacy, but io the evening they retired to their 
camp in confufion. They loft above twenty thoufand men, great part of them in
fantry. who were killed in the field of battle, befides a confiderable number of pri
foners, The PERSIANS pur[ued them as far as their trenches, and then returned to 
their own camp a littl~ after fun-fet. 

) 
'A LOSS of fuch importance could not but di£hearten the TURKS, who now feemed 

inclined to remain within their line. The SHAH, taking d antage of the terror 
, into whil.:h he had thrown the enemy, lllOff their comm~lOication with CAR,S; by 

wh!Ph meant they were deprived of a ~uI?port. Neceffity therefor comp lled them 
r . ~ 111, to 
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to leave thc;ir trenches a fecond time, not fo much with defign to give battle, as to 
mak!e a defperate retreat. The eighth of AUGUST they advanced with a large train 
of artillery, and cannonaded the enemy with great fury. The PERSIANS fupported 
the fllock, and by the help of their own cannon drove them back into their trenclMf!;. 
The TURKS being now more clofely blockaded in their camp; the ninth of Al1GUST, 
as foon as night came on, they abandoned their entrenchments, and leaving their 
artillery and baggage, retreated towards CARS. 

-......, , ... 
NADIR no fooner perceived their motions than he ordered a body of hi men to 

follow them. The PERSIANS flung diem into diforder, and made great havock : 
the next day as they followed the TURKS, five leagues on the other fide the river 
ARPATSCHAl, a forced engagement enfued, in which the SERASKJEit, MAHOMMED 
BASHA, was 1lain. The PE R SI ANS then returned in triumph to their camp with 
five thoufand prifoners, and the head of the SERASKIER. The TURKS acknowledged 
their lofs upon the whole to be twenty-eight thoufand men, and three BASHAS, 
beGdes the commander in chief; among thefe was ABPALLAH KOUPROLI, the fon 
of the SE RASKIER KOUPROLI, who was killed in an engagement with the viCl:orious 
NADIR nine years before. 

IT is remarkable, that ADIR proceeded in this aCl:ion \vith the utmoft caution, 
not fuffering any of his troops to enter the Tl1RKISH camp after the enemy had de
ferted it, till he was certain that this was no fttatagem to engage his men to plunder, 
and expore them to be att ed at a difadvantage. The lors of the PeRSIANS on 
the occaGon of thig. victor about eight thoufahd men, and fome of their gene-
tals: NADIR himfe1f had t 0 horfes killed under him in the fitft battle . . ' -

THE remains of the TURKISH army arrived at CARS without baggage, artillery or 
ammunition, and without any order, difcipline, or commanders of any note; info
much that the hopes of the whole campaign Were frulll'ated; ahd their enemies re
mained mallers of the field. However, they had lefs to fear from this event than 
from their fortner mi. fortunes in the PERSIAN war, flnce they had the utmoft reafon 
to hope that the farth NADIR marched into their country, the more he would be 
diftreffed hy the rebellions which wete ready to burft forth on every fide of his PER
SI AN dominions. The TURkISH miniftry therefore ftill perflfted in fupporting the 
war; and in DECEMBER following the POR TB publifhed a manifefto fetting forth 
the reafons of this refolution, in order to convince the people of the neceffity of 
this meafure, till NADIR SHAH fhould accept propofals of peace lefs dlngerous and 
dtfhonotable to the OTTOMAN empire than any he had 6ffered. To confirm their 
relotution, the grand VIZIR fefit orders that all the troops in NATOLIA {bould hold 
themfelves in readinefs to march, in order to join the army at CARS. 

C HAP. 
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\.\DIR makes a peace with the TURKS. :the RUSSIAN s fend an ambaJJador to NADIR. 

Revolt of the GEORGIANS. NADIR's barbarities at ISFAHAN and KHERMAN. 

Revolt of TAMARAS KHAN, and ALI KOULI KHAN. 

N A D I R faw too well the danger impending from intefrine com~otions J ~74-5· 
PE R SIA, to entertain any thoughts of purfuing his viCl:ories again the 

TURKS: he rather chofe to enter into as fpeedy an accommodation with them u 
pollible. For this purpofe he fent ALl BEG, with a retinue of fIXty perfons, as em
baffador to the GRAND SIGNIOR. The 17th 0 JANUARY this minifter was con
duCl:ed with the ordinary ceremonies to an audience of the OTTOMAN emperor, w 0 

received him with great marks of refpeCl:. The ~IzrR at the fame time informed hi , 
that he might be affured, notwithftanding the misfortunes they had met with in the 
war with PERSIA, unlefs the AAH would make propofitions more confiftent with he 
honor of the GRAND SrGNIOR, it would be impoffible to agree to a peace. As this 
embatrador had no full powers to negotiate, but was chiefly charged with a Jetter 
exprelling the good intentions of his mafter: the GRAND SIGNIOR replied, that he 
was fincerely difpofed to conclude a peace, as foon as the SHA H would agree to 
fuch terms as might render it folid and lafting; and that in conformity to tht" SHAH'S 

propofals of friendihip, he would immediately orde 1enipotentiaries to the fron-
tiers of PERSI A : that thefe, together with ALl BA A he SBR,ASK IER, who com-
manded at CARS, might agree with the SHAH on a pI ce moft convenient to open 
the conferences. Accordingly, towards' the clofe of FEBRUARY, three minifters 1740. 
were difpatched, being a few days only before the departure of the PERSIAN embaf-
fador from CONSTANTINOPLE. In order that thefe conferences fuould produce their 
effeCt, direCl:ions were given to haften the preparations for the next campaign, in 
cafe NADIR iholld, according to his ordinary praCl:ice, amufe the TURKS with the 
notions of an accommodation, whilft he meant only gain time for purfuing the 
war with the more vigor when it better fuited his convenience. 

I T is very evident that he had no defire of peace with the TUR KS, any otherwife 
than as his own prefervation rendered it necetrary. In the beginning of the lflft 
campaign he had declared in very familiar terms, what mighty prefents he would 
make his foldiers, after he had fet up his ftandard on the ramparts of co TANTI

NOPLE; a projeCl: not altogether improbable, could he have found the art of facri
ticing his avarice to his ambition, and by that means deliver his people from the 
miferies under which they groaned. 

IT was remarkabl~ in all the wars which NADIR waged againfl the OTTOMAN em· 
pI e, that the EUROPEAN TURKS no fooner entered ASIA, than they became ener-

) 
~ated. Beficks, the cloathing of the TUR KS being fo much longer than that of the 
PERSIANS, the former were under a very great difadvantage in battle i and yet, 

• fuch 

he TU S I am to1d have a method oftuckiug up their garments, but fiill they are not fo much 
[engaged as he PI> P.S I AN • • 

5 .. 
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46. fuch is the re»erence of mankind for the practice of their forefathers, or their jea
lOll Ii ars of changing tor the worfr, that we find the TURKS f!:ill adhere to the fame 
military dref!. In llU f{ POE, where fllperfrition does not fo much abound, or at 
leaf!: is differentl y modified, the cufrom of loading foldiers with unnecelfary cload~, ' 
ing is changed, in almoit every country di(l:inguifhed for the knowledge of military 
affairs. To all appearance NADIR would have continued fupcrior to the TURKS, 
Jnlefs he had pu01(d his fortune toO far, as generally is the cale with princes of his 

0' . _ , ~ut Provid nee fers the bounds, which they have not the prudence to fix. 

AFTE"R the battle ofr. IVAN, NADIR marched to HAMADAN, to wait the arrival of 
the Tl1RKISll minifrers, who ere fent to prepare the way for MUSTAPH A EFFE!,\DI, 
the GRAND IGNJOR S embalfa lor . In order to prev nt the evafive conduct which 
NADIR had ordinarily practifed towards the T s, this embalfador was ordered to 
retmn to CONSTANTINOPLE before the year expired. The PORTE, nfi.ble in what 
circumftances th SH A H was, had juft grounds to beJieve that tbe happy period was 
at I ngth arri ed, in which they might agree to fix the boundaries of their refpeCtive 

• dominions; and prevent that difrrefs and effufion of blood, in whieh the ambition 
of the PERSIAN king had involved the OTTOMAN empire. 

ALl BEG, the mbalfador of rADIR SHAH, fet out towards the end of MARCH, a 
ew ays after MUSTAPHA EFFENDI. He left the TURKISH court, with a view to 

make report to his mafter of the favorable fentiments of the GRAND SIGNIOR, with 
regard to their mutual tranquillity. In the mean while, frelh reinforcements were 
fent to CARS and ER'ZEROUM, in order to give the greater weight to their nego
tiations. The TURKS feemed refolved to.fuffer the inconvenience of fupporting a 
very numerous army, rather than afford occalion to NADIR for making any exorbi
tant demands on them. The expenee of maintaining thefe forces on the frontiers 
of their AS) A TIC dominions was ve great, the country being every where laid 
wafte; yet this ftep feemed to be abfo}uteltneceffary, whilft NADIR was at the 
head of fo formidable an arm . 

THE greateft parr-of this year paffed in negotiations, till at length MUSTAPHA 
FFENPI brought this imporrant affair to a happy ilfue; and a peace was concluded, 

lIpon the foundation of that of AMURATH IV. except that the PERSIANS were to 
enjoy the liberty of making the pilgrimage of MECCA, without acknowledging the 
TURKISH jurifdiction; and to have alfo a liberty to eftabliCh a PERSIAN prieft at the 
town of MESCHED ALI, near BAGDAT. The titles which NAD1R alfumed upon this 
occafion were, " The moft exalted and moft generolls prince; brilliant as the 
" moon, and refplendent as the fun. The jewel of the world; the center of the 
" beauty of muffulmen, and of the true faith of MAHOMMED. This fovereiO'n, 
" whofe troops C\re equal in number to the frars, and who fits on the throne" 0f 
~' XERXES," • 1 

THE GRAND SIG JaR, not to be out-done in pomp of words, arrogated the titlpi ~ 
of" The fovereign who is the fhadow of GOD; the mirror of juftice; the afylum 
" of the true believers; the king of kings, whofe troops are equal in number to the 

} "ft." 
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" frars; the true fuccefror of the CAL J P HS; the fervant of the two fa ed and noble 17 
" cities·; the lord of the two countries, and of the two feas b; fulean, fc n of a 
" fultan; the moft power uI, the moft formidable, moa magnificent, moil: gene-

.. " rous emperor SULTAN MAHOMMED the conqueror, ion of MUSTAPHA the con
H queror!' 

THE SERASKIER, ALl BASHA, who commanded on the frontier of PERSIA, 
ordered to return into EUROPE, 0 take pofreffion of his government C/I".{" ... ..s: 

The GRA D SIGN lOR'S court was in great joy on account of this peace" ; 
as NADIR declared himfelf an adherent to the doCtrine 0 . FA, i oppo 1 i n 
to thofe expounders of the M AHOMME DAN law, w [c opinion tIE SlA 'S had 
generally adopted. The renovation of th ir treat with th COllrtS of ST. P E TERS
BURG and VIENNA, added alfo to th iT fatisfaCtion, and induced them to beli ve it 
woul be perman nt. The nex gr objeCt of thejr attention, was the preparation 
of a fplen id emba{fy to ISFAHAN, near which city NADIR was encamped with hi 
forces. In the mean while, ~he PE RSIAN monarch appointed MUSTAPHA KHAN his 
embaffador [0 the ORA D SIONIOR. 

WE have already obferved that the RUSSIAN court had not yet fent any formal 
embaffy to NADIR, fince his acceffion to the throne of PERSIA: it was therefore 
thought high time to perform this ceremonial, and obviate the ill effeCts which a 
feeming difregard might produce, now that AD I R had no foreign enemy ag infl: 
whom to employ his forces. The impreffions which th RUSSIANS as well a th 
TU RKS had conceived, prevented in a great fure the beliefj that the fate of this 
mighty conqueror was fo near at hanq.. EZ GALITZEN was accordinglyap-
pointed embafrador d on the part of her prefent imperial majefty of RU SIA. 

NADIR having left his northern dominion nt into OEOROIA to demand all th'! 
fons of their nobility to attend hi camp. A p of this nature could not but give 
thefe brave people great offenc , efpecially as it ft:emed to indi~a[e his jealoufy of 
them, and that he meant to hold their fons as hoft s, with a view to retain the 
people in their obedience. " he GEORGIA r folve<- to take up arms rath r than 
fubmit; anJ to this they were the more induced, by the repor s [hat the flame .. of 
rebellion had reached the eaftern parts of SIA . Thus encourage}, they repul fi d 
a body f PERSIAN troops, which were fent into their country to levy t.lxes, . nJ 
keep them in awe. 

VVH TLS T NADIR was in the neighbourhood of ISFAHAN, he recei\'ed int lli(\'en e 
that a rebellion was breaking OUt in til borders of 'HOR AN . This provine, 
which had rectived fuch diftinguifued marks of his favor, a redu ed to the fam 

egree of mifery as the oth r parts of the empire·: but the ABDOLL££ of H!l~ 
're the mofr impC\tient of the yoke. Un er thefc circum1tances, what oull be 
p a: d from the cruel aVd.ficious NADIR ? From an inceffant fatjgue and labor 

of mind. attended with {orne infirmities of body, he had conqaCt i a difpofition, 
which 

,. MECCA nd M DINA. b Generally underll:ood the ARCHIPELACO ' and BL CK SEA. 

he treat was not Jigned till the I Ith of JANUARY 1747 , d ee :lccount of thi1 emu if;. 
01. 1. eha ters L1 Y. L Y • LV 1. nd LVIII. Sec Vol. 1. page z96. 
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6. which in the nerality of mankind is called by the name of peevi{hnefs, but in him 
was a iabolical fiercenefs, with a total infenfibility of human fufferings. His avi-

• dity, as common to fie! Iy minds, increafed with his yea\'5; and in order to indulge 
it, he feemed refolved to perform fome mafter-ftroke of cruelty. During his fray 
at ISF AHA N, he committed barbarities beyond any of the former years of his reign . 
1"bis ancient city, long efteemed the paradife of the PERSIAN monarchy, had in 

mmon with all P:t::RSIA felt the fatal confequences of invafions and civil wars. 
The..ryh y of NA DIR had made a great proO'refs in that ruin, which he now 
feem termined to compleat. He made the heavieft exaCl:ions on the city and 
the adj cen country, nd put to death numbers of the inhabitants: among there 
were feveral IND AN and ARME IAN merchants, whom he caufed to be bUrIlt alive. 
Jt was pre~ended that they had bou ht fome horfe caparifons belonging to SHAH 

HUSSEI \If, from which they had cut off the p Is, without accounting with him for 
their full value. However true this might ,it could not be deemed a fufficient 
reafon for fuch barbarities. it i probable, that he fufpeCl:ed the ARMENIANS held 
a correfpondence with the rebel GEORGIANS; and thatlt:he INDIANS in their com
merce with KANDA HAR, might take occafion to mention the {tate of affairs in the 
northern and w(:"ft<'rn parts of the empire. 

IN JANUARY 1747, I e1eft ISFAHAN, and marched with his forces to KHERMAN. 

r>re his cruelties were not inferior to thofe he had exercifed at ISFAHAN; being 
;~t1rained by no ties of juftice, nor the tears of the miferable; by no regards of 
hofpit:l ty, nor even fhe proteCtion due to frrangers: among other outrages, he 
ca jed the interpreter of the DUTCH ors to be beaten with £ticks, after the PER

SIA manner. till he expired; pr~ten 109,. that a PERSIAN of diftinCtion had depo
fited in his hands a large fum of money. 

fROM KHER.MAN he proceeded to ESCHED, where he continued t<> praCl:ife the 
gre teft barbarities; few perfons of any note, whether military men or merchants. 
PERSIANS or ARMENIANS, efcaped without the lofs of one or both their eyes . He 
then direCted his coune to K&LA T, the grand repofitoryof his treafure. It was 
imagined, that he intended to put things in readinefs for his reception in that frrong 
place, after the execution of his projeCts • 

• 
UPON the breaking out of the rebellion in the province of HU.AT, he had given 

orders to his nephew ALl KOULI KHAN, then at M ESCHED, to march againft the 
ABDOLLEES with a large body of forces; ftriCl:ly enjoining him, that whatever the 
exigencies of affairs might be, not to unite his troops with thofe of TAMARAS KHAN. 

The latter commande9 in the eaftern frontiers, and was reputed a man of great ex
perience and knowledge of war·: he alfo had the fame injunCtion with regard to 
ALI KOULJ KHA N ; however, they entered into a correfpondence, which produced Cl 

mutual regard, and terminated in the junCtion of their forces. . r 

NADIR was thus extremely alarmed; it feemed as if he was betrayed on every ( 
fide, and mofr of all by his own nephew. Things being thus circumftanced, he 
wrote to ALI KOULI KHAN, to fend TAMARAS KHAN to him as a prifoner; and ap

rehenf~ce 

a It is laid that thi$ ¥HAM had formed a regiment of infantry after the JUROUA 




