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SIIADOWS OF TIlE EAST: 
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UI' 
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" Ari ... , swue i for lI,y light i. come, anJ the glory of the Lord CO ri klll \ljlOII thee . 

.. f or, behold, the dar~neu . hflll rover the e&rth, and gl'W8 <larknc~ th,> JII"Il'\o : ~u1. the 1o'W ,bllli uriac 
IlPOIlI II~, lind hi. glory . haU be feCll UpOIl thee." 

ISA1" n b. 1, 2. 
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LONGMAN, BROWN, GREEN, AND LONGMANS. 

1855. 
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OUTLINE OF JOURNEY, 

1853. 

Sept. 20 Left Southampton 

" 2S Arrived lit Gibrnltllr 

" " " Malta 

Oct. • " 
Alexandria 

8 L,:fi Alexandria for Cairo 

" 
, Arrived nt Atfeh 

" 12 Cairo 

." H Cotnmcnceu Voyo.gc on Nile 

IG Arrived at l.Ieni Souer 

" 18 " 
Carm Abon Owar 

" 10 " 
Shckh Abiideh 

" 20 " Aboll Faydn 

" 21 " Siout 

" " Left Siout 

" 
,. Arrived at Mensh6Ch 

" 
2S -

" Girgeh 

" 26 Remained at Girgeh 

" " Arrived Ii llow 

" 
28 " Keneh 

,r .. Left Keneh 

" 
91 Arrived at Luxor 

Nov. I '". Ennent 

" • " 
Em~ _ 

" • ~i\tEsiw 
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14 

Arrived ncar Edfou 

ot Kom Ombo 

.. at Allsouan 

Visited Island of Elephantine 

.. Philoo 

Left Asaouon 

Arrived at Kom Ombo 

Arrived at EMou 

Eane 

Ermcllt 

Luxor 

16 Remoined at Luxor 15~ 
17 

I S Visitell 'l'emple ot Ennent 

'" .. Tomhs in Ylllh.'Y of Kinge 

2. ) Reluained fit Thebes 
21 

22 

23 , .. 
25 

26 

27 
26 
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Left Luxor and arrived at Kenen. 

Remained at Keuch (lnd Visited Dendera 

Arrived at Bnl1inneb 

Remained at Ballinneh nUll Visitcd Ruins lit Abydus 

Arrived lit }lnrdL''es 

Girgtlh 

On VO~'nge-Do stoppiug place 

Arrived at Siout 

Remained at Siout 

Arrived at Shekh Ab&deb 

" BeDi Hasun 

.. Minych 

.. Beni Souef 

.. Sakklira 

Visited Pyramid at Geczeh 

Arrived at Boulak 

.. Cairo 

'Remwned at Cniro unijl the 24th. 
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1853. Houri. Mil ••. 

Dec. N J..cn Cairo, (on corneb), towanls Suez 5 15 

28 At Suez, alTivcd at Ayoun :Moussa by water • 0 
" 

20 Tn the Wildernc~~ 8!, 26 

:Hl The Slune 8 .. 
31 The Same 8\ 20 

185't 

Jan. The Snmc 9 27 

2 The Same 0 27 

3 'fhe Same 8} '" ., Tbe Samt! 8& 2H , Arrived at Mot..nt Sinni , li'i . 
6 Remained at Mount Sinni-nsctnued by Gebel Monssa 

7 Remnined al Mount Sinai-visited Convent of Forty 'Mal'tyrs 

S Remnined at Mount Sinai , Left Mount Sinni , " " " In tlw Wildctneu '! " 
11 The Smne , 27 

., 12 The Same , 
" 

" 18 Tlu) Same 9 27 , . Arril'ed at Nflkhe1 1J{ 2S 

15 . Remflin'ed at Nnl.:lle! 

lG T.Jcft Naklu~, 5 '" 17 In the WiluenICss 9 27 

J8 The Same S~' 25 

" J9 The Same. 0 27 

" 20 The Same O! " 
" 21 The Same to Gaza 11t " 
" " In Q,IUlfantine at Gaze. 

" .. TIle Same 

" The Same 

" " Left the..8ame and arrived near Askelon G J2 

" " 'Pl1 s~ed Ashdod tbruugh the Town of Youbna to Rarnla 11\ .. 
" 27 R.'lmla to Jaffa and back to Ramla. (bone~) • 21 

" 
' 28 R.nmln w Jerusalem ." 10 SS 

" 29 Rtralained at Jerusalem until 7th February 

Feb. 7 Left Jenmll!m for Jl:richo ',. 7 so 
A2 
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l8S4-. 

F8h. 8 To the Jordan ... 

'fo the Dead Sea .. , 

To near Mar Saba 

.. 9 To Mar Snba 

To Pools o( Solomon .,. 

To Betlilehem 

To JefU5IIJem 
'" 

.... 

Remained at Jeruaolem until the 28th Febru~ry 

Feb. 28 

Mnrch 1 

" 
, 

Left Jerusalem (or Deeri 

Re~ained at Beeri 

Returned to Jerusalem 

.. H 

Remained there until the H.tb. March 

Left Jerll~fllem (or ]keri 

.. 16 Arri,-ed at Xban Lehan 

.. 16 Arrived at NahlouB 

.. 17 Rem/lined lit Nablou! 

.. 18 Anivcd al Schute 

And lit njenin .. ' 
.. I • Anived at Na1.nreth 

Ani\'oo at :Mount Tabor 

.. , . Arrived at Tilx:rins 

.. 21 Remailled at Tiberias 

.. •• Arrived at ClDa ' . ' 

To Nazareth 

.. .. Arrived at Cai(a ... 

- To Mount C8rmcl 

.. .. Remained at Mount Carmel 

" .. Arrived at St. Jean d' Acre 

To Dasla .. , 

f
At Stairs of Tyre 

.. U AtTyro ...... 

At A.mia 

" 17 ~ Sidon 
At Nebbi Yuan .... 

" , 

," 

" 18 Arrived.t Beiroot .• , ,., . 
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II ....... Mileo. 
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OUTLTNE OF JOURNl.;)·. Xl 

186+. n"" .... )oI;lu. 

March 81 Arriyed at Khan Houein ... , 2O 

April 1 .. Khan Meredjed . . . , ,., 
,. • Remnined llae~ 

,. S Arrived III Khan Mndje • 12 

... • Rcmnined there , Arrivcd at Damas in 'I '0 
.. DnffillsC\ls ... in 5, 2. 

Uemained nt Dnmnseus until the 

9 Arrived nt Zebc.luni '" 71 30 

.. I. .. Unalbec .. . 7 " 11 Remnined nl Bnalbee 

.. 12 Arrived at hern It 3i1 

.. 13 .. Khan H09sein 7 3. 

14 .. lleirout ... , 1!i 

Rcmnincd at Beirout unlit the 20th 

.. 20 Left. Deirout by French sreamer in evening 

21 Arrh'cd at Tripoli ill S~ hOt1r~ 

.. Torlosa ... 3 .. 
LlIlnkio 3 

,. 22 Arriycd at Scnnderoon, visited Ncbbi YUIlIlS 

" At'Messis 

.. .. At Sca 

.. 25 Arrived at Rhodes 

.. 2G .. ot Smyrnn 

.. 21 .. ot Mityleni! 

2S .. at Troas and Gllllil'oii 

.. " .. at Constantinople u~til10lh lIoy 

May ,. I ,eft Comtantinoplc by Frenell Stenmer 

.. II Arrived at Gallipoli 

.. 12 Arri\'ed at Pineu8, in Quarantine 

.. 18 Arrived at Athena 

.. H At Athena 

.. 15 Visited Plains of Marathon 

.. , . ..U Atblllls 

" 17 Visited EleuW, to the Pirreut, ond· from thellce by Frenoh Steamer 

.. 18 ArriveU at Byra 



XII OVTLINE OF JOURNEY. 

18M. 

>lny 19 At Sen toward, Mall.A 

" 20 The Same 

" 21 Arrived at MAlta 

" " At Malt.a 

" 23 Left 'Molta in Fr~nch Stt(lmef 

" .. Arrived at Meuum 

" " Arrived at Nnple. 

" 2G Arrived at Civilii Vecchiu 

" 2J Arrivt'tl at Lcgllom nnu Grnon 

" 2B Arrived at :Marseillel 

" " Arrived at A \'ignou 

RemRined at A,-ignon 

'" 51 Arrived at ChaJOlll 

June 1 Arrivr:d at Pari, 

" 
, Arrivt(l at Cnlais 

3 Arrived in London. 



PREFACE. 

THEUE 18 au iriterest in what may be termed the 

"Biblical Eastern Count.ries," tllfit no supply ?f inlor

motion seems to satisfy; and the uemand for which 

appearS to be as unahated as the mine is inexhaustiblo. 

The yolnme now presented to t.he rewer, i~ compiled 

from notos written whilo the facts they record, and tho 

feelings they excited, were still vivid in my thoughts 

and 111Cmory; und, in most il,stanccs, it i!:l nearly word 

fhr word witll my jonrnnJ. 

Not the slightc·st attempt at eruuition or poljtical 

speculation wHl be found m the following pa.ges: on 

the contrary, they chiefly dwell. upon the trilling inci

dents of a tourist's lifo in the East, and his intercourse 
• 

with the difterent classes of society. 

To Lieutenant OOIOIlf,]. n. F. Orawford, Royal Artillery, 

I alll greatly olJliged for an admirable drawing, taken 

by himself upon the shore of the Dead Sen; and which 

more correctly represents the awful desolation of that 

dreary spot, than any picture I haye hitherto seen. 

I also heg to return my most sincere thanks to 
Messrr;. Day and Son, London, for their kindnes.. ll1 



xiv PREFACE. 

ollowing me to make use of several illustrations from 

Roberts' "Syria;" of whicb magnificent work they have 
purchased the copyright, with intention to republish it; 

und for that reason I 'feel particularly indebted to their 

liberality. 

Alas! since this work was written, four of the friends 
whose names I have occasionally mentioned are now no 

more. Captain Moresby of the "Ripon"; Mrs. Klein of 

Nazareth; Lieut. Col. Carpenter, 41st Regiment, a brave 

officer aUlI truly oxcellent man, was killeu. at the battle 
of Inkerroan, November 5th; lastly, Captain Henry M. 

Bouverie, Coldstream Guards, who fell in the same action 
at the Crimea: this amiable young mUll, deservedly 
estecmeu. by all who knew: him, was only son of the late 
Lieut. Genl. Sir Henry Bouverie, G.O.B., formerly Govamor 

of M;alta. 

The heroic General Pennefather still lives to adorn onr 

gallant army" May he long bo spared to reap the just 
reward of his valour, and witness in: those arowld him the 

• good effects of hi. noble example both in public und 

private life. 

O. T. 

BAJ.LINCOLLIO. 

Ja.uary, 1856. 
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SHADOWS OF THE EAST. 

ON 'ruesdBY the Hhh of September, 1853, we left London for 

Southampton. Our party consisted of four. The weather was lovely, 

anu we were glnd to C~CtlpO -from the crowded and busy strec~s of the 

metropolis. About half wny, the two ~acant soots in our railway carrio.g~ 

were amply filled by 0. good humoured Jersey couple. 'whose dimensions 

and jollity would not have been lost upon Dickens or Cruikshank. In 
• • 

fact the lady fairly stuck fnst in the doorwny for a moment, and the 

gentleman carried 0. bundle nearly as large as himself. 

'Ve slept at Radley's comforto.ble hotel, and at two o'clock the next 

day went on bonrd the-Peninsular and Oriental Company's steam ship 

"Ripon." The weather continued fine enough to 'calm the apprehensions 

of the most desponding, The band was playing, leave-takings were 

going on; crying, laughing, scolding, pushing, &c., 'amid sorting of , 
baggnge, a.nd all the confusion and noise inseparable from 9'~~ ~ion8. 

I confess that my extreme aversion to sea voy.ages, makes ~ ~1iI( unfair 

judge; but in truth the first .ight of oUr sleeping cabin was nit very 

-cheering; the beat berths had been secured, as usual, long before ~e had 

applied for 8CCommodation, Our fellow passengers; eighty in number, 

(including children and .ervant., one hundred and thirty-three) were 
D 



2 GIBRALTAR. 

chiefly officel'tl proceeding to join their respective regiments stationed at 

Gibraltar, Malta, India, or Australia. We had five newly-married couples 

on board, three of whom were going ont to India; a. pleasing family of 

Portuguese ID~n8; n" Missionary of the Church of England, 0. German 

by hirth, whoSe vocation it is to preaCh . the gospel at N aznreth, and 

who has lately married nn English woman; an English girl, travelling 

un~~£Jh.cit: .car@,. 12..j~h mission at J t:rusnlcm, &c. lJ.'hose 

',vIlo felt w.cll enough to take an interest in what was passing, watched 

the porpoises ' sporting around the ship, and reports were curr~nt that 

n whale hnd been seen. 'Ve did not approach sufficiently nenr to the 

cousL of Portugnl t.o di"cern objects on shore. Between three and four 

o'clock on Saturday afternoon , we had a distant view of Cape st. Vincent. 

'Ve also hniled.Q merchant vessel bOlUld from Trieste to Lisbon; she bad 

been dc1,ayed by contrary winds, and already had been seventy-five days 

at sea, The weather continued most propitious (even the dreaded waters . . 
of the Bay of Biscay woro perfectly still) until our arrival at Gibraltar, 

on the morning of SundllY 25th; Captain Moreshy expressed some fenrs, 
• • 

which however proved groundless-that our landing might be opposed on 

account of two or tbree cholera cases baving latcly appeared in London. 
. . 

The well-known rock oC Gibraltar has been made 80 familiar by pcn and 

pencil to. every British 8ubj~t, that I need not attempt fully to describe 

it here. W 6 stood gazing with admiration upon the bold outline of the 

Spanish coast, the rock itself with its wOlildrous galleries, the picturesque 

towns oC" Algesiras and San Roque, the more distant shore of Africa, the 

blue and cloudless sky, the sea, the ships, and the pretty boats with their 

lateen sails, manned. by Spanish boatmen. About ten o'clock we passed 

Tatun, and Cl\me to anehl;>r 800D afterwards. The gossips declared that a 

J»'OPO'al was made and accepted that morning. and furtbermore. tb,t tbe 

partie! Dever m,t until the W oo ... day of our deporture. They must he • 

fascinating pair indeed who could make a ,conquest of each other on board 
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a steamer I Anxio~s to escnpe the deafening uproar cauSed by impatient 

passengers and eager watermcn, we secured a boat as Boon as possible. 

The sun's power had increased as we proceeded southwards. It was now 

intensely hot; and there was a considerable swell on the water. We were 

literally t08sed on shore in about twenty minutes; and on tbe landing 

place hired an intelligent Cicerone, a Moorish Jew, born at Gibraltar. 

After walking a short distance up a narrow strcet, we seized upon two 

calesas for our party. These vehieles arc a sort of high phreton studded. 

with brass nails, and " have hoods that enn be raised or iet down at 

pleasur8. 1'he wheels nrc enormously large, the cushions are usually 

red or SOUIC other bright colour, and arc often fringed with gold. The 

horses arc decorated with fringe and tassels. ffhe driver smokes }jis 

cigar with perfect nonchalance, wears a red sash round his waist, nnd a 

becoming head.dress of blaek velvet, somewhat turban.shapc~. These 

calesas contain two pCf3ons, and the driver sits on a narrow scat in front. , 
\Ve were famously shaken, but what a charm there is in "novelty ! we tulke"d 

• 
and asked questions, au mired and wondered, and declared we thoroughly 

• 
enjoyed ourselves. The heat of Gibrultar must be nearly unbeatable in 

sumUler, judging frolll what it was at the end of September, and from 

the dry parched aspect of every species of vegetation. rrhcre was littlc to 

remind one of England, save the numerous signs in our language over the 

shop doors, and the uniform of our soldiers and snilors. 

Here are congregated the l}atives of many a foreign land. Our drive 

presented a. strange ond attractive succession of groups in various costumes 

and attitudes. There" was the snowy white turban of the Moor-the Jew 

from Barbary-the dark.eyed Spaniard-and among the women we saw a 

few who wore mantillas. We were met by a fine dock of Barbary goats. 

aev~ of them without horns. As we drove l)P the Alameda towards 

Europa Point, the road w .. bordered on each side by the oJoe, cactus, and 

F~iU:m in fl:ill "tlower; thero were ruJlO a few palms, and the paper"tree. 
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A little creeping plant indigenous to the soil, finds its wnyall OVCI', the rock. 

Two thousand Jews reside at Gibroltar; their burial ground was }Jointcd 

out tv us, 'Ve noticed some rather pretty villas, but no fresh verdure 

surrounded them. The view of the sea from l:urope Point is magnificent. 

,Descending from thcnce, by a lower rond, towards the town, wc alighted 

at the gate of the English cemetery, but were civilly refused admittance 

by a British sentinel. 

'rhe glimpse we obtained from the outside shewed us a few 

ullosten tatious monuments among the tall cypresses. Instcad of visiting 

the batteries we drove across tho neutral ground, and entered a.hmulet 

within the Spanish line, occtlpied for t,be most part by collet:: hOllses and 

frUit sbops. Fine melons were lying in heaps upon the ground, We 

rcgaled ourselves with prickly IICal'S and penches, at the price of twelve for 

II pcnny. Standing neor these shops were donkeys IIdorned with gay 

tassels, and londed with panniers of frnit froUl Malaga. When we returned 
• 

to the landing place we wero besieged by a clamorolls mob of fruit 

vendors, &c. Our steamer was under weigh soon after four o'clock. 

Captain Moresby told liS that this was the hest passage lw had made 

during the yenr; but we now began to endnre II disngree!lble gl'ountl 

swell , and few of our fellow-passengers csuapcd its Illllloynllccs, The 

hent too wos almost. insufferable, uud the scu -ran so higll that \\'e 

could not open the port-holes : we got on, howevel', at the rat.e of 

11 knots an hour. 

Soon after six, p.m. on rfhursday the 29th we anchored off Malta, :mtl 

luckily at no great distance from the sbore, for it was nearly dark. The 

uproar that ensued was terrific, and worse tl1nn nn the noise, was tJ1 C 

coaling of the steamer. 'Ve speedily Jound a sharp loquacious guide, 

nnd by his aid were dragged into a small boat, and in five minutes were 
, 

landed near the fortress of 8t. Elmo-but dimly ~: ,~isible through the 

surrounding gloom. We "'groped ' our ~, up 80~ ' brood flights of 
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steps, and along narrow streets, whose quaint old buildings of massive 

architecture, with their projecting upper stories, made us long for n 

rluylight view of them. 'Ve bemoaned the CaptOOn's positive order that 

we should be on · board again at midnight. Our guide first conducted 

liS to Muir's library, where we made sundry purchases of books 

and maps; and ate i~8, frozen by snow brought from Mount EtllB. 

For six of these, and cakes ad libitum, we were charged ]s. lir!. At 

Dunsford's hotel, wbere we took ten, we bought some spc~imens of 

Maltese jewellery, mittens, and lnce; and what was morc necessary to 

our comfort, engaged a Maltese dragoman, Vincenzo BcUuti by naroe. A 

contract with this worlhy was quickly concluded, according to which he 

WflS to receive five pounds per duy from tho time of our arrival at 

Alexandria. For this sum we were to be free from all other expenses 

during the jOur~lCy, wine excepted. 

As we rctmccd our steps towards the Iu.nding place, we passcd scveral 

men stretched at full length all the hare stones, nnd fast asleep; one 

man slept soundly, with a couple of the pretty IOllg-hairctl dogs of Malta 

lying across Ilis fect . 'Ve need not have rdumed to the" Ripon" 80 

punctually. 'rhe coaling wus not completed, and thc general confusion 

was as greut as ever. The conveying of some specie on board delayed 

liS until three o'clock, a.m. On the following Sunday, divine service 

according to the Church of England, was performed twiee by Mr. Kloin. 

the German missionary. 'rhe BOO had become culmer, but we suffered 

much from the heat. At one o'clock on Monday we nssembled in the 

Saloon to partake of an early dinner. I did not observe many signs 

of grief among our companions at the idea of our Hjlccd!J release. The 

health of Captain Moresby and his officers was drunk with due honours, 

and. the attention paid by them all to the comfort of the passengers 

was gratefully acknowledged. Captain Moresby has been several years 

in the East. He is an exceilent dran~liiari. Our dinner was 800n over, 
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and we hurried Oil deck. The Egyptian pilot, 10 n yellow turban and 

red s!lSh. was standing on one of the paddle-boxes. Alexandria lies very 

low. and when approached by sea, can only be seen at a distance of eighteen 

miles. Whenever n steamer chances to arrive IUter dnrk. she always 

defers entering the harbour. which is very dangerous, until daybreak. 

'Ve vainly tried to count the numerous windmills near the shore. The 

catacombs, as we saw them from the deck of our stenmer, resembled 

huge mol.chills. As soon as we came to anchor, our dragoman went on 

shore to secure rooms at the Hotel de I'Europe. and we were left a full 

hour to amuse ourselves with watching the Arabs who crowded round 

the H Ripon" with their boats. Their brown skins and gay dresses were 

set off to advantage by the bright sunshine, and the deep blue of both 

sky and sea. At last Vincenzo returned with a boat, manned, as they 

generally are by Arnb fellaheen. On the landing-place were camels laden 

with watcr-skins-fruit-sLnlls-Arnb women seated ou the ground, one 

of whom, of da.rker complexion' than the rest, wns pouring cold water 

from a. tin can over her fect-low long-shaped cnrts with small wheels, 

drawn by two horses-and n countless number of donkeys ready saddled, 

waiting to be hired, and each attended by 8 gaily nttired leader, almost 

invariablx n young boy. Vincenzo having put us into nn omnibus, open 

at the sides, set off with the luggage to the custom-house, n.nd away 

we started, thoroughly disposed to relish this our first transit through 

the streets of an eastern city. The -ten minutes drive to our hotel 

showed us processions of loaded camels, groups of turbaned individuals 

smoking their long pipes in the doorways, veiled. Turkish and Egyptian 

women, soldiers and police (a lazy looking set), and here and ~here 

a European carriage driven ~Y an Arab ooaohman. The idlers who 

thropged tho entrance to tbe. botel ,dilfared , but little from \11080 
thus encountered .elsewhere, save in their picturesque ·costumes . .. Our 

opartmento. uncarpoted. were spacious and lolly. , ~ ' !he Saloon , were 
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broad well stuffed divans, large mirrors, and Q. handsome glass chandelier 

which hung from the' ceiling. The beds were clean, and we found them 

very comfortable after the hard and narrow mattresses of the" Ripon." 

The" housemaid's work-" was done by 8 goodnatured looking Arab. 

Having taken possession of our quarters, we were introduced to Mr. 

Layard's friend, Mr. Ross, and then wolked to the Damascus bazaar, 

where we saw some handsome silken stuffs, many of which were 

, interwoven' with gold. On our way we met 8 party of veiled slaves on 

donkey bacle, and bought some swect-scented bouquets, each of which 

was tied' round a piece of stick about six inches long, and the whole 

were stuck into a Jargc cucumber, and thus carried by the men who sold 

thelll. The golden tint of the sky at sunset, to which darkness almost 

immediately succeeded, was vcry beautiful. '!\rcd as we all fclt after 

our long voyage, the extreme heat of the weather and the excitement 

of novelty, we in vain wcnt to bcd carly-we could not sleep-the' noise 

of dogs in the streets howling, curts rolling, and the cnll of the watch 

echoing from street to strcet, were incessant. \Vc rose betimcs the next 

morning, and rode to some clean and well-appointed baths not far from 

the hotel. \Ve were mountcd upon the pretty, active little donkeys, 80 

well remembered by every traveller in Egypt. 1'hcir ordinary pace is 

a quick ambling walk. An avenue of date palms, then In.den with frnit, 

leads to the bathing establishment. 'fhe baths which are covered and 

lined with gaily-coloured tiles, wfre filled by a man in Greek costume, 

who brought us an abundant supply of linen. On our retum we found 

that our only companions -at the breakfast table were the missionary 

party. They had lost the chief part of their luggage the day before, but 

fortunately had found it again after great trouble and anxiety. Our meal 

concluded, we started on donkeys once more, and rode out of the town 

, slong a broad esplanade, where were extensive barracks and officers' 

~rS, to a Dew summer palace of t.he Pacha ~ituated on the Port. 



8 ALB..,,(ANDRJA. 

Owing to nn order previously obtain~d, not the slightest objection wa~ 

made by the guard to admitting us. We walked up an avenue paved 

with lnrge fiag-stones, and bordered with date trees, the oleander with 

its lovely pink flowers, &0., and entered a circular hall of marblo, the 
• roof supported by columns. The staircase, corridors., and apartments 

nre well proportioned, the decorations in admirable taste, and from the 

windows arc channing views of the hlubour and shipping. Every luxury 

which I';uropc and the East can produce is here combilled, and yet the 

Paeha dares not inhabit this splendid palace, from Jread of pOison! In 

the afternoon we bade adieu to Mr. and Mrs. Klein, whom we promised 

to visit (D.V.) at Nazareth. They journeyed across the short desert from 

Cairo to El Aritsch. 

It was no slUnll amusemcnt to stand on a balcony, and watch the 

proceedings in the great square where this holel and some others nrc 

situated. There nrc numbers of dogs, whose appearance confirms the 

assertion that ~he Arabs consider they are performing 0. religious duty 

by feeding them. Each dog bas his own peculiar beat, and will not 

patiently allow intrusion. We had a third ride after taking leave of the 

Kleins, and passed a large convent on our way to the English Consulate. 

The latter is a handsome building, and adjoining it is a stiffly laid out 

garden, open to the public. While walking there we fancied we beard 

the humming of bees, but the round was in reality produced by a 

water-wheel. . We soon saw nnother 10 whieh enrthen pitchers were 

attached, and which was tur~ed by two donkeys. Of the far.famed 

obelisks called Cleopatra's Needles one is standing, the other prostrate, 

and balf buried in tbe sa.d-the latter i. destined for tbe British 

Museum. We .had, as tho Americans say, done a good day's work, and 

were hot, tired, and hungry. ·when we re-ascended the steep staircase of 

tho Hotel doTEurope: Mr. T.oind VinceJlzowere .• boor\>ed i. prepara

!ron .• Cor \>II" Nile .o~. A 'boOt ~'p~,the .. beat and largee~ had . 
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been hired for two months, at £70 per month, nnd our Maltese cook was· 

the most talent.ed Chef in Alexandria. Vinccnzo said we must prove the 

truth of all this by giving a grand dinner on board whenever we cLaneed 

to meet a "genteel party." V.'s brother (Salvo by name) accompanied 

us from Malta as his deputy. There was another Mnltese too, called 

Antonio, the "ladies' valet." Our crew consisted of a Reis (Captain), 

second Reis, sixteen sailors, a cook for the crew, and n black boy attendant 

on the first Reis. 

'Vednesdny, ,October 5th, we passell some remurkably fille buffaloes, as 

we rode along a broad avenue of acacias towards Pompey's pillar, How 

docs the trnvcller of taste turn away in disgust from the na~es of our 

countrymen barbarously defacing this hoble relic! Not far from hence, 

and ncnrcr to the town, we dismounted, and walked through an Arab 

burying groun::!. The graves were simple, and generally oblong. Upon 

all of them grew a shrub of the aloe tribe, with straight prickly leaves, 

Some of the tombs were curiouslj, aud gaudily painted. Under n 

column beneath a.plastered canopy, the roof composed merely of wooden 
• rafters, arc deposited the remains ?f a son of Mohammed Ali....:....-Hossayn 

Paelm. Close to this monument is n fountain for the convenience of 

p8.9scrs by, but how the water is supplied we could not satisfactorily 

understand. As we approached the city, our guide informed us that 

the Arabs wero now celebrating their Christmas, and wo soon found 

ourselves in the midst of a great fair. The stalls were supplied chiefly 

with fruit, vegetables, and fish: children were diverting themselves 

with swings and merry-go-rounds. The noisy urchins were seated in 

large wooden creels, and shouted with delight when they were put iIi 

motion. To our left were barracks, and near them some wretched 

mud hovels, whirb are constantly washed away by heavy rains. They 

are nearly all t.ilike, and have each two sman rooms. They are inhabited 

by BO!dieFli' families . . Women and childrt.m,"wret.chcdly olad,. were seated 
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on the ground, or loitering in front of their DO less miserable abodes. 

It was a pitiable sight to behold. 

Our guide next conducted us through the Arab quarter of the town, 

by far the most interesting part of Alexandria, to the Turkish and 

Jewish Bazaars. As we rode slong we purchased a few of 'the trifles 

in daily use j such as the paper lanterns with their brown wax. tapers, 

pincushions with two droll little glass bottles (for ko~l and ~enna) 

stuck int~ them, purses, &c. The Turkish bazaar is covered in, and 

light is admitted through apertures between the rafters; ... the shops are 

open, and their owners lazily recline within them, smoking their pipes. 

The goods consist principally of woollen and silken stuffs, and slippers. 

The Jewish bazaar is not covered in. We purchased some Egyptian 

women's ornaments, such as are worn by the lower classes; among 

others, bunches of silk, beads, and cowrie shells-worn in the hair as 

a protection from the I< Evil eye.'" 

Of course we· were located in ~~t is cnlled the ·Frankish quarter of 

Alexandria j the hotel is comfortable, and the table d' bOte good. For 

. dessert we had bannuns, fresh figs, and dates. 'fhe Belgian Amba.<isador's 

house is nearly opposite: when finished (for it is not yet completed) it 

will be a handsome building. Its architecture reminds one of Venice. 

1'he windows are pointed. and have Moorish ornament.s. The arrival of 

an Indian maif was rather exciting; the passengers, among whom were 

several puny children, IfJOked very .sallow, nnd were very noisy. They 

came from Cairo to Alexandria. in two steamers, one of which got 

aground, aDd was delayed fourteen hours after the other, much to 

Captain Moresby'. dismay, for he was in hoste to depart. Mr. Ros. 

told us that the inundation of tha Nile was higher this year than 

it had been heretofore, within tho memory of lIlAn: I. one ~pect 

this circumstance might be in our favour. IS we should· thereby be 

e.abled. to see aboye thebanb. To tho country at Iarge,howev .. , 
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the immediate consequenccs were deplorable, as wHble villages had 

been destroyed. 

Our next rido was to the Catncombs. We passed an Arab marriage 

p~ssion; there were a few grotesque figures, and some discordant music. 

A gaily dressed little boy. about five years old, on horsebllCk, was, at the 

same time, on his way to be eircum~ised. It is usual for Egyptian parents 

to parade their children through the streets on these occasions; and QS Q 

means of avoiding unnecessary expense, they willingly avail themselves 

of the occurrence of a bridal.· On our left were some extensive barracks, 

lately occupied by a large body of troops destined for Turkey. 

The Catacombs arc- of immense extent, and still retain specimens of 

Doric entablnturcs and mouldings; some of them, close to the shore, and . 

on a level with the sea, have obtained the name of Cleopatra's bat!t~. Not 

very far from hence is a kiosk (summer palace) belonging to Said Pachn, 

son of Mohammcd Ali; W i) werc not admitted into thc building, which is 

of very ordinnry exterior, but were altcwed to walk through the neatly 

luid out garden. Channels and little embankments, for the purpose of 
-

irrigation. border each parterre. Orange and lemon trees, the date palm, 

roses, geraniums-nnd beautiful jessamines, with blossoms mueh larger, 

buJ. not so sweet~scented as those of our own country, here flourish 

luxuriantly. From the kiosk lead four avenues of acacias. In the course 

of our ride we sa.w seveml siA:i!lehs (water wheels), some standing idle, 

others turned by oxen. The tamarisk tree is very common . 
• 

On Friday, October 7th, the heat during the early part of the day 

was so intense that we could not venture out until ancr three o'clock; 

when we set off on foot to make purchases for aUf voyage up the N~e. 

One must pay ruinous prices in Egypt for oll l!uropean articles; indeoo. 

the cost of: provisions, and everything else, has increased fourwfold within 

the last few yeap;; consequently an Eastern tour is_ now-A-days far more 

.. Bel! Lane', Modern Egyptiallf. yol. 1. pago 87. 
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. expensive thaD fofmerly. Thanks however to the firm rule of Mohammed 

Ali, and his son Ibrahim Paehn, the traveller has boon enabled of late 

years t.o pursue his way temnolested, if he will but observe common 

prudence. The litreets of Alexandria are much cleaner than those of 

the generality of Italian towns. 

Having finished our shopping, ,we rode to the ,~ahmoodeeh canal, 

about 0. mile and a half from the hotel, to see our Nil~ boat. 'Ve werc . 
quite satisfied with its appeamnee: it looked very comfortablc. The 

saloon was paiuted white and gold, and was eleven feet square. 'Fherc 

was a large mirror in a handsome gilt frarue; there were brAckets, hooks, 

and hook shelves; cushioned divans, with lockers' undern~.ath them; a' 

. round table, chairs, two luxurious /mdcui18, .footstools, ant} an ample 

supply of fly brushes. ']'here wcre curtains to the windows, which, like 

those of the sleeping cabins, were furnished with Venetian blinds and 

wooden shutters. Over the beds were hung mosquito curtains. of snowy 

whiteness. There was a bath room, provided with a plunge, shower, 

and slipper bath. On deck were divan's, mats, carpets, footstools, chairs, 

and ~n ~wning to keep off the sun. There were lnrgo store placcs, 

abundantly stocked with provisions; and a meat safe. The pantry 

showed a bright array of silver forks and spoons, ten and coffee pots, 

glasses, and crockery; and the compact little baby-house kitchen 

displayed its new and shining cooking utensils. In sbort, the perfect. 

order and cleanliness manifest in aU the .arrangements, promised us every 

possible alleviation to the fatigues inseparnbJe from such an undertaking 

8S ours. Vincenzo was justly proud of the whole affair . 

. Considering how many donkeys there are in ~gypt, we were surprised 

to hear that ten pounds is the cost of a really good one. The largest of 

these animals come from Nubia, and are chiefly employed for carrying 
goods. We greatly admired tbe · flocks· of goats, as . they w';'" driven 

aloJig to be milked-with their long pend .. t etII'II • . There ..... few nice · 
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country hous~ oetween Alexandria and the Mahmoodeeh canal, Jbe 

two hest are th~8e of the English and Dutch consuls. W'e ps:ssed a 

handsome ~k Catholic Church, with aD enclosure. There is likewise 

8 Inrge English Church not yet finished, within the city. the stone for 

which was brought from Malta, but unfortunately, will not stand the 

climate of Egypt, aod must be painted over. No wonder the soldiers 

have a poverty-stricken aud spiritless look, and that their families are 

destitute of fwery necessary of life. Their daily pay umounts to one 

penny-farthing; they are allowed one pound of hread per day, and two 

pounds of meat during the week! The military bands nrc execrable! 

'Ve felt no regret at leaving Alexandria. The sights arc speedily 
" .. 

exhausted; nnd after the excitement consequent upon one's first arrival 

in all eastern ~ity (however little Alexandria. may now claim to lie 

thus considered) has passed away, one begins to find out that the 

dust, heat, and noise or its streets, make it anything hut a desirable 

residence. Our rooms werc grond and spncious, it is true, but they 

were withOitt bens-a wise arrangement, considering there were no 

scr\ants to answer them. The doors, with ono or two exceptions, 

l'retenced to have locks and latches, but could only he kept shut 

by means of b.oxes and chairs ; and the two French clocks in Ollr 
I ' 

saloon were e\rl.dently placed there for ornament. 

We left the Hotel de I'EW'Ope for our Dababceh (<f Clothilde") about 

ten o'clock p.m. on Saturday; , October 8th. All was ready for our 

recep~on. 'llwo r g bouquets of flowers graced the ronnd table 

in the saloon. W~~ .. were soon under w.eigh; and although, from the 

experience of·' qthe(· traveJlel'8, we had hee~ led to expect trouble 

with the Arab ·' c~ on starting. our departure was peaceable and 

in. good . order. We soon felt quite at home. Salvo and Antonio 
':"·1 . ,"/ ~. . ..' . 

(the valets) lln~ Vincenzo's direction, arranged the table for dinner; 

,making all the· :'time constuut and vigorous U2·C of the fly-brushes. 
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Wlllle our meal was preparing, we amused oursel~es by watching the 

proceedings of our sailors; seven of whom sea.ted themselves in a circle, 

sang, and clapped their hands; while an eighth man danced in the 

centre, and blew a. wild sort of accompaniment through D. red trumpct~ 

shaped tube. One of the sitting Arabs beat with his hand upon a 

small earthenware drum (daralmkkeh), tbe ends of whieh were covered 

with sheep skin. Judging from the frequent Lursts of merriment, thil:l 

performance lllust be very enjoyable. It was repeated mnny times 

during the first evening, and 'on several other occasions. 

Our dinners were 'elegantly served in the Italian style. 'We ' bad 

indeed greater variety than we needed. Our breakfast >; also were most 

·comfortable. ,Ve usually breakfasted between eight lind nine, ained 

at three, and had tea at seven. Salvo nnd Antonio' always worked 

luud with the fly.brushes while we sat at table, otherwise we sholdd 

}Jave swallowed more flies than anything else. If the servants pauscd 

for a moment to hand 11 plute, our enemies swarmed upon us and our 

food by millions. They do not sting, but they annoy onc dreadfully 

by crawling into one's mouth, and into one's eyes. Ever and anon we 

succeeded in beating them out of the saloon, and then closing both 

windows and doors ; prefeuing eVCD suffocation to tile unwclcome 

company of our persevering tormentors; but the instant the door 

opened, back they came in greater numbers than before. If we 

particularly wished to cmploy ourselve~, our only chance was to sit 

upon our beds, and druw the musquito curtains cloJcJy all round. 

During the first few days of our voyage the wind was in our favour, 

but there was very little of it; and our progress was rat.her slow, the 

lDen ocr..asionally towing us. For many miles, the banks of the 

Mahmoodooh canal are studded with substantial villas and farms, 

belonging to tbe citizens of Alexa.udria. We passed some immense 

dredging machines. The heat was dreadful, and we wearied ourselves 
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with gazing on the monotonous bunks of either side. We occo.sionaUy 

glided past some ancient mounds; and saw an Arab burying~grouud with 

tombs of clay. Of course our whole eslqbiiah1llcnt were great smokers. 

'fhe pipe of the common sailors is n rude description of NiLrgeeleh, 

consisting of two tubes, the lower and thicker of which is fixed into a 

cocoa~nut. 'l'he first and s('"Cond rcis use the ordinary Turkish pipe. 

Vincenzo smokes his cigar in solemn dignity, while giving the necessary 

orders. 

In the afternoon of Sunday, October Oth, we reached Aifell, where the 

eanul joins tho Nile. 

to the water's edge. 

Here ;]. few sycamores und acacias flourish close 

Atfeh itself is but n wretched villllge of mud huts-

lUost of them rouud. 'Ye hurried over our dinner, and went on deck ' 

to watch the Illotion of ou}" little vessel, as she passed through the locks 

illto the river. 'Vo had been delayed n full hour, to comply with ccrtain 

l?rcllch custom-house regulations. '1'lIe reis rail us I1ground for some 

millutcs, ill bis efrorts to avoid swamping a Loat belonging to n small 

steamer. Once clear we began our voyage up the Nile in good eurnest. 

We remained on deck, admiring the glqrious sunset, richly colouring the 

sky, lund, and water, with a. reddish golden tinge j and watching the 

graceful CQl1!1ias and leluccas, which looked I1t a distance like birds with 

their wings spread, as they glided or lay at nnchor 011 the surface of the 

noble river. The view fl'om the, Nile up the MahmoodC-eh cannl is very 

beautiful. Near Adfeh is a line of. wbite houses, occupied by government. 

officers. As darkness rapidly approached we were attrncted by the lights 

of Foonh, whose pretty lIiinaret.s rise on the opposite side-a. short distance 

Ull the stream-to AMeh. The current was very strOllg, but our fine 

fellows pulled their oars vigorously, and accompnnied each stroke with 

their own peculiar chorus. These OMS were remarkably large and heavy, 

an'~ three men were required to each, one of whom only was scated. Om 

mit reis, Regib-a-Bournnbout, ba(l un {'xcellent e'prcRsion of countenance, 
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. which did not belie his character during the two mouths he was in our 

service. He was a dandy too, and had Buch a well stocked wardrobe 

that be seemed to have a different dress for every day in the week: some 

of his vests and leuftans were really beautiful; and had been ~ven him by 

gentlemen with whom he had travelled, in token of approval. His turban 

of snowy white muslin was folded to perfection round his red tfJroooslt.. 

The second leis was remarkably ' handsome, and his conduct also was 

very good. lIe would have made the fortune of an artist, for he was the 

oerm ideal of nn Egyptian Amb. His costume was carefully studied, 

and very becoming. He usually wore blue linen liM8 (drawers), a red 

cloth vest, richly embroidered with gold,' n sash of crimson silk-and 

. 'over all he threw a white burn008. He had for sOlUe time heen steersman 

on board a hnrge. kept fm' the use of Said Paeha's harcem, nnd never 

saw the Indies hut once! 'Vhen they wished to go on shore, t.he 

boatmen were sent off to a distance ! All our Arabs behaved wen, find 

were on every occasion ready to assist us when we came to difficult or 

dangerous plnces on shore. Great firmness and kindllcss united nrc the 

best means of ruling thom, The (..'Ommon sailors receive three shillings 

per week 8S their pay. 11heir fare is simple ; their dinner being of c..oarse 

brend and cuoumbers, or some other vegetable. TIley arc extremely fond 

of dnres when they can have them. .. We remember the fish, which we 

did eat in Egypt freely; the cucumbers, aud the melons, nnd the leeks, 

and tbe onions, and the garlick." -N'lmbers xi. 6. 

The sun rose in all his glory the following day upon a lovely scene. 

Scarcely a cloud was in the sky, the Nile was covered with boats and 

rafts, and many fine palms and sycamores grew on either bank, some of 

which reared tbei~ tall beads out of the river, sO high was the innundatioD. 

The 'small town. with their minarets,aDd the mud villages, looked .post 
picturesque os we approaehed them, but were .1II!d1y disappoiDt.,,~al(y. 
Tl>eir inh.bitant....medooo' and wrerohoil in·tho ;atmne;':: aild \lie 
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children ran about quite naked. Their round huts fmve usually fiat 

roofs, but are sometimes pointed at the top like a sugar loaf. We 

saw now and ·then n whole village built in this way, of mud or 

unburnt bricks. 

On Wednesday, October 12th, the Pyramids were in sight. Wonderful 

and mysterious creations! They stood distinct in the desert before us. 

'No other object was there to turn our attention from their clear 

outlines. We were not even in motion, for the wind. had become 

directly con trill)'. 

Whilc we were at dinner, a large cargo boat coming close alongside of 

us, and some mutuaJ offence being taken (from what cause it was 

impossible clearly to ascertain), a grand quarrel ensued-luckily of wordll 
• 

only-between the two crews. The hllbbllb was terrific for ten minutes. 

Our Arabs stood prcllUrc(1 for fighting, if necessary. On the first alarm 

one of the men ran below nnd brought up a bundle of thick sticks, which 

were kept for the llllrposc of driving away wild ·dogs. His companions 

were speedily armed, and had it not been for Vincenzo, who rushed 

into tho midst of them, and enforced his authority, they would hnve 

come to blows. 

,"Ve awoke the next morning to the sound of a heav, shower of rain; 

but the wind had changed in our favour, and we were advancing rapidJy 

towards Cairo. Said Paeha's elegant little steam yacht was cruising 

about. Antonio was once in his Highness's employ as a servant, and told 

us there WM nothing to remark in him except his ·enormous size. We 

passed .the new alld beautiful bridge of JJa,rTape, the object of. which is to 

retain: the water of the Nile, for the purpose of irrigating the land, 

after the inundation has ' subsided j and thus avoiding the great expense 

of water-wheels. This gigantic work-although beguu fifteen years ago 

'by a Fr.ench ('ngineer, M. Linant, .who was ~ its projector~-is not 

Mumy" Hand Book. (or Egyp'. 

o 



18 CAIRO. 

yet completed. As we approached the capi~al, the scenery became more 

und more ' interesting. The palace of 8hoobra was poin~d out to us on 

our Jeft. At noon we CIUllC to anchor at Bouliik, the port ,of Cairo, and 

immediately despatched Antonio to secure donkeys. He soon returned 

with the number required, and we were thereby enabled to mount them 

without being tom in pieces by rival competitors. 'Ve ladies found 

ourselves ill at case on the Arab saddles just at first j but speedily 

learnt to think them as comfortable as any others, though not so safe

according to our mode of riding-as they are for Egyptian women, 

who sit astride upon them. We passed quickly through some narrow 

streets; up the broad road that lestds from Bouliik direct to Cairo; 

. and entered the city, by the UzbekC6h gate, into the immense squ~re 

of that nome, which contains about 150,000 square feet. It is laid 

out partly 8S a garden, partly in fields; and trees arc planted along 

the banks of the canal which surrounds it: D rond runs through the 

centre. We were shown on our left the house in which Kleber was 

murdered. On one side of the UzbekCch is the Copt quarter; on 

another that of the Franks, where tho best hotels nrc situated. Grand 

Cairo, though bereft of ber ancient grandeur, is still, even in her 

decay, a noble eity. Many were the objects of interest that attracted 

our gaze as we proceeded. \Va met a group of ladies walking. or 

I'6ther ahuJlli1f!J along. They were attired in rose coloured taba (gowns), 

with gold-embroidered girdles. Except the eyes. they entirely concealed 

their f'.aoes with their burko8 (veils). which were made of single stripes of 

white muslin. reaching nearly to their feet. Over all they wore the black. 

,ilk !ahara. (0 kind of cloak). Lane remarks' tbat the veil is of vory 

remote antiquity; but that judging from tbe sculpture and paintings 

of the ancient Egyptians, it was not adopted in earl] tin;t~ by the 

,fomales of that counlry. "For aha Mul said unrothe '_to What 

• Bee Laae',.llOclem. Egyptiau. 1"01. I, pase16. 
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man is this that walketh in the field to meet us? and the servant 

haa eaid, It is my master: therefore she took 0. "ail . and covered 

herself."-Genesis xxiv. 05. 

The most common dress of the lower orders of women consists merely 

of 0. blue linen shirt, and an upper garment of blue linen or muslin, ' 

t~wn over the head and shoulders-a portion of which is often mnde to 

supply the plnee of the usual black crape veil, by being stretched across 

the face. 'flley nrc very fond of ornaments, however trumpery, and adorn 

their persons with a profusion of rings, bracelets, necklaces, efrrings, &c. 

Some of them stain their lips blue, which has a very unpleasing effect ; and 

alllong all classes, the custom prevails of blackening the eyelids round 

their edges, both above and below the eyes, which are rumost always 

beuutiful, with ko~l-a powder made in various ways, and applied with 

a moistened probe of wood, ivory, or silvcr. '11his was a very nueient 

practice with the Egyptians, as well as muong other nations. 'fhey 

likewise frequcntly staiu the nails aud other parts of their hands and feet 

with the leaves of the l~enna tree, which impart a. deep O1"a/lge red colour. 

The ~cnna is prepared for usc by being made into a pmvder, Ilnd mixed 

to a pnste with water. Some Indies put on Il second paste immediately 

after the first has been removed, composed of linseed oil, quick lime, an(l 

commo~ smoke black; and thus change the oranfle red hue into one of 

black or deep olive. * A great many of the peasant women of Egypt are 

tattooed upon their faces, limbs, and bosoms. Some men too make these 

marks upon their arms. The dress of men .of the higher nnd milidle 

classes generally consists of 8 linen or cotton libda (drawers), a ~amee~ 

(shirt-How like the word chemise I). 8 kif tan (long vest)-round whioh 

is wound a shawl or girdle-and a pib6eh (outer robe of coloured cloth). 

Their shoes are of red morocco, pointed and turned up at the toes. A 

tdJceeyeh (closely fitting cap of white cotton), over which is worn the red 

• Sec Lane', Modern Eg,ypUo..na. ','ol. I, p~g'!' 111-87, 
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tarboosh-with a long piece of white muslin twisted round the head, to 

form f\ turban-completes their costume. Men of the poorest class 

usually wear a long and full shirt of bluc linen or cotton, or of brown 

woollen stuff, with wide sleeves, and open nearly to the waist. Those 

who can afford a turban, wind a piece of coarse cotton or muslin round 

R tarb008lt, under which is a white cap. or a librlelt (cap of brown felt); 

but a great muny are too poor to have a turban, and wear the lntter 

only. In cold weather they often envelop themselves in n coarse, 

• abd!Jelt, geverally striped brown and white. All ranks of Muslims wenr 

n. seal ring on the little finger of tbe right hand. They nrc generally 

of silver-;because the prophet disapproved of gold-wit.h a stone set 

' in them, upon which the wenrcr's namc (and frcquently n. few words 

from the KUNin) is engraved. Thc impression of the seal ring is 

considered more valid than the sign manual. A little ink is dabhed 

upon it with one of the fingers, nnd it is pressed upon the paper-the 

person who uses 'it haviog first touched his tongue with another finger, 

and moistened the place on the paper which is to be stamped.· This 

is the 8ignet cif ScriptMe, 

'fhe modem Egyptians, of whom the Arab population is by far the most 

numel'OUS, are a handsome, well~proportioncd race; but the expression of 

their countenances is remarkahly nnprepossessing. Their clear brown 

complexions become gradually darker towards Nubia. The young children 

are dirty and neglected; they have shrivelled limbs and swollen bodies; 

~t it strange they should improve so much in mature age. Infants arc 

generally carried by their mothers and nurses seated astride on one 

shouldcr.-" A~d they shall .bring thy Bons in their arms, and ~hy 

,daugbters sball b. carried upon their sboulders,"-lseiah xlix . • ~2. 

The group of ladies whom we met as we entered the city has caused 

.me to make 8 long digression. 

, • See Lall~' • . llod~ ~i. ,01. ."1, .-P;aae.Je. 
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We were obliged to lay ill a supply of soft boots and shoes of colo8sal 

dimensions- Cfor alas! we had already begun to feel the JJ/a!lue oj 

boils /) -a~he shop of a Maltese, which was pretty well stocked with 

European goods at very extravagant prices. \Ve purchased here, among 

other things, English side-suddles. Ii'rom thence we went to the turkish 

bazaar. Each trade has its own street, wherein t.he workers ply their 

croft. We could hardly bear the heat, nnd pressure of the crowds who 

thronged them; and we shuddered at what might be the eonsCfJuences 

of such close contact with their filthy persolls. It is extraordinary how 

seldom accidents occur, for the stranger passes along in terror! These 

bazaars nrc for the most purt covered in, to exclude the burning rays 

of an Egyptian ·sun. No where arc so mnny blind beggars to be aeen as . 

in this country: our pity was excited on nlI sides by dreaMu! cases of 

ophthalmia. There were, however, 1\ few pictures marc agreeable to our 

feelings, as we threaded these illtrieate and narrow passages, and the 

(lunint old streets of Cairo. ,,~c saw many gay and varied costumes

flocks of cndy-haired goats-long tailed hrowu slleep-dogs---camc1s

water carriers with large jars upon their shoulders, out of which they 

pour water for the pussers by into slllall tin cups-houses with latticed 

windows in the true oriental style; und men watering the strccts from 

pig-skins slung across their backs. 

We returned to the" Clothilde" to dinner, much overpowered by the 

excess~ve beat of the weather. A. khamain wind, accompanied by vivid 

flashes of lightnillg, blew during the evening, and covered every tiring on 

board with dust and sand. We should have relished some good English 

~ream with our tea; for buffaloe's milk (and we often were without even 

that) was 11 very unweloome substitute. 

The quay of Baulu was covered with t:p.erchandize. There is a custom

house here, where duties on exports and imports to and from Alexandria 

are .levitcf. The town formerly stood on an isl~nd. !Uld attained the 
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advantages of a port when the channel which divided it from the main 

land was filled up." 

If Of n bird in the hand, &c.," is an approved proverb at home, it is still 

more applicable to the traveller; who, by neglecting its wise precept, may 

repent ·hi::o laziness when too late. 'Vo were-if all went on well-to 

return to Cairo in December, for tcn days at least, to prepare for onr 

Desert journey; but who could foresee the events of two whole months? 

Accordingly, no time was lost aftel' breakfast in mount.ing donkeys; and 

away we rode through some of the curious streets of })ou/ti!c; passed a 

very ancient mosque, built of stone-painted in red and white stripes; 

and likewise the palace (0. large unsightly building) of the late Ismail 

. Pacha, youngest son of Mohammed Ali; who was assassinated about thirty 

years ago, in the province of Shendy. by the Ethiopians, in revenge for 

his brutal conduct to their chief, Melek Nimr. We came out of Boulak 

upon the Shoobra road, and made the best of our way to Cairo, with 

the post.office and British consulate for our two first objects. At the 

latter, we were shown along a. nurrow passage into an open court-yard, 

surrounded by balconies, and up a. stonc staircase into the apartments 

above. The streets in this neighbourhood nrc infinit.ely narrower than 

any of those we had so greatly admired the day before. In many 

of them, the projecting upper stories and latticed windows of the 

houses nearly meet; sometimes they even intersect each other. We 

met parts of two funeral processions .. women were wailing j aDd some 

men were chaunting and carrying banners. rrhea came oue of those 

processions that take place previous to a marriagc: several large baskets 

on the backs of donkeys, contained prese~ts for the bride, 6lld 

likewise her trousseau. ·We next saw 8 party of Copts; that race 

which. although claiming deSC6nl from the OIlcient inhebitonta .of . Iheir . . 
.oountry. now forlDll • very small proportion to thO'lest ·Qf .... J;igfptian 

• . }.{um.1.1.iJui1l1-·800~ 'lor Egypt.. 
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nation. The greater number reside in upper Egypt, where SOlUe villages 

are entirely peopled by them. Their dress is the sarnQ as that of the 

Muslims: except in the towns, where they may usually be distinguished 

by a blue, black, or brown turban, in preference to a white or red one. 

They nrc of the sect called "!/aO:~QQb(!(!8" (Jacobitcs), and cordially detest 

all other forms of christia.nity, preferring cven thc religion of :Mohammed. 

r.I.'heir head, who represents St. Mark, is styled the Patriarch of Alexandria . . 
He is said to have considerable wealth at his disposal. Confession and 

fasting arc requircd from members of the Coptic churr-b, wllieh has 

likewise its public festivals. Their domestic habits lU'e in 'most respects 

similar to those of their :Muslim neig}lbonrs; nor are they now so degraded 

as they were for centuries before the accession of Mohammed Ali. A 

little further, we were attrncted by Ii group of 8hf!1'crj'a (descendants of 

the Prophet), wcaring green turbans, their di8till!Jui8hi'l[J badge. 

rfhe Egyptian women arc remarkable for their upright carri~

particularly those of the lower orders, who so constantly walk about with 

large earthen jars or other heavy burdens upon their heads. It is 

wonderful to see people of both sexes carrying enormous trays in this 

manner, piled with flat loaves of bread-generally of a COarse kind-and 

safely treading their way through crowds of pedestrians, loaded camels, 

donkeys, &0. Such bread as this was doubtle!l.s eaten in Joseph's time. 

At every step sO.me well remembered text of ·Seripture forces itself in 

all its truth llpon the memory. Eastern customs have undergone but 

little change since that sacred book was written. Thepottcr'8 wheel is at 

work in the street; its owner still has .. power over the clay."-Rom. ix. 

part of v. 21. 

The exterior of the mosque of Mohammed Ali is yet unfinished. It 

is erected near the citadel; and save the outcr wall, is built entirely of 

oriental alabaster; consisting of an open court, with a fountain in the 

c;entre, where the la{tAfol perform their ablutio}\R before they presume 



24 CAIRO. 

to enter the plncc of prayer. The court lS surroWlded by a single row 

of columns, supporting round arches. Service was going on (this being 

Friday, was the Mohammedan Sabbath), and we were not admitted Wltil 

it was over. Before crossing tbe threshold we were required to take off 

our boots. An Imaum clothed in red was scated just within the doorway. 

The interior of this mosque is splendid, and of noble proportions. On 

the right. is the tomb of the late Paelm, covered with black velvet richly 

embroidered with gold, Dnd protected by n high wooden railing. The 

pulpit of carved wood is richly painted and gilded; and the window!ftof 

coloured glass admit a soft~ned light, whieh sets off the lofty columns 

supporting tbe dome to c;rr-nt- advantage. 1'he )Jw~J'l[b (thut portion of 

the building in the direction of Mecca) is of white marble, ,vith revolving: 

piUars; Oil eaeh side arc huge bronze cllndlcsticks, and the floor is covered 

with the richest Turkey carpets. The guide informed us that a fine 

prQBPcet might be obtained by ascending n dnrk and steep staircase, but 

we were too lazy to make such an exertion. This mosque is brilliantly 

lighted up every evenillg by mellDS of n superb glass chandelier and 

numerous lanterns suspended from above. 

The platform immediately outside the citadel commands u magnificent 

view of Cairo, the valley of the Nile, and the pyramids. From hence we 

were shown the spot, a little to the north of the Roomttylee gate, where 

Emin Bey escaped duringt'the famous massacre of the Memlooks. Within 

the w~Us of the citadel is the Pacba's .palace; and a well, hewn out of the 

rock, which hears the name of Beer YOO8ej, (Joseph's Well), in honour of 

the ,CaJiph Yoosef el Sa1{lh-e' -deer, the Saladin of the crusades, and founder 

of the Eiyoohite dynasty in lJgypt. It is supposed that the ancient 

Egyptians were .the authors of this stupendous undertaking, which in .the 

oourse of a.ges became ,filled up with Band; and t~t it was r~~~ 

., and ,excavated by Y oosef SalBh",' -<leen~ , Having procure4 ,r gUide . and 

.'~ \_.~' 

~dl .. , we d_ded, for ,!,,!,ediS~ne.the. windlilg "B¥~~;\ha\~, 
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to thebottom-n depth of 260 feet-where mules turn 6 wheel whiQ.h 

raises the water into a cistern, from whence it is conveyed above oy menDS 

of another water wheel of prodigious size, wvrked by oxen. Sa1iill-t:'-deen 

likewise founded the aqueduct which at tho Ilrcscnt day supplies Cairo 

witll water from the Nile. .Originnlly of wood only, it was handsomely 

re-erected of stone by Sultan El Ghorec, in the year J518. 

Emerging from the gloom and damp of Beer 100f;(/ to the heat and 

.glare of a midday sun, we remounted our donkeys, and rode to the 

mosque of Jama-t-c' -Sol~ll.n Hassan, unquestioDll.bly the finest in Cairo. 

Its porch is lofty and beautifully ornamented; and its spacious court, 

ill the centre of which is n fo.ontain. is surrounded by Saraccnic arches. 

Here, instead of taking off our booUl, we were required to put on over 

them slippers of the rudest form, made of plaited palm leaves. :Many 

i.cgcnds are said to be connected witb this mosque. The interior affords 

specimens of rich and curiolls cal'ving, and conveys nn idea of solemn 

grandeur suited to the period of i.t.s credion. 'fbe tomb, whereon is laid 

a copy of the Kur-{m, bears the date 764 of the Hegira (A.D. 1303), 

two years subsequent to Sultan Hassan's death . Frol'n the side walls al'e 

suspended two rows of Syrian glass vases. The dome is of wood ami 

plaister, on a basement and walls of stone. The ornamental details arc 

also of wood and plaistcr. Like several other edifices in Cairo, this 

niosque was built of blocks brought· from the Pyramids. Close by, is 

the . Soog-c' -Sullah {arms market), .kept by Turks from Constantinople. 

We rQde . thl'9ugh this and several of the otber bazaars. 

How truly. do pipes · and coffee fonn the staple comforts of Oriental 

life! In fact, nothing can be done without them. "rhe numerous coffee 

houses are o~n to the street, and ate furnished with a raised stone 

seat and a table., A1l.day long individuals basten through the crowded· 

bazaars, carrying trays of full coffee cups to the shopkeepers and otben 

who cannot conveniently leave their rospectiv~ tlmplnymentB . 

• 
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Our guide pointed out to us the Square where Muslim culprits are 

beheaded. The blood of the faithful must DOt mingle, even in crime, 

with that of the unbeliever! Christian malefactors arc hung in another 

place set apart for the purpose. We met a party of male slaves, fastened 

two and two together. By five o'clock we were seated on the deck of our 

Dahabfeb, and once more gliding gently up the Nile, under a favourable 

breeze. 'Ve had much to occupy our thoughts regarding the many 

objects of interest we had so lately seen. 

The evening was delightfully cool, and we remained in conversation 

until a late hour; the white buildings on each bank being alone discernible 

through the surrounding darkness. 'Ve passed Old Cairo, where are 

some large store and government houses ; and the island of Rhoda. The 

wind continued in our favour all the next day; but, contending agninst 

a strong current, caused a most unpleasant rolling of our little vessel. It 

was consoling to be told that the same thing would probably occur pretty 

often in the course of our voyage up the river! The usual monotony of 

the scene was broken from time to time by a glimpse of some of the 

smaller pyramids, a few mud villages, rocks, mounds, ruins, groves of 

palm trees, and-late in the afternoon-the quarry whence the alabaster 

was procured for erecting Mohammed Ali's mosque. 

Our crew performed their devotions .five times a day, as enjoined by 

their religion. Turning in the direction of Mecca, they repeated their 

sal~ (prayers) with great· Beeming elM'nestncss and devotion, prostrating 

themselves and bowing their heads at frequent intervals. Poor fellows I 

how hard they worked when exertion W8S really necessary! and what a 

Daisy. light hearted 8et of beings they were; sometimes keeping us awake . 
the whole night with their songs-and laughter I At Cairo our stock of 

musical instruments received considerable addition in tbe shape of fifea, 

amall cymbals, and a tambourine. The heat was at thia time · too over

powering for any enjoyment aD our part, an~ was ~t U 'intoJ~e 
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by night as by day. The wind varied continually, and whenever it 

favoured our progress we did not fail to take advantage of it. Near 

Beni-Souer we passed some fields of Indian corn. This place-the capital 

of a province, and residence of n governor-is 8 station for two regiments 

of cavalry. The troops were mounted on small Arabian horses, purchased 

from the Bedouins; and were drawn up on the bank, close to their 

barracks, at t.he moment of our arrival. One of the officers paid us a 

\-'isit in the course of the day. He spoke French pretty well; and tnlked 

to us, according to Muslim notions, of the former state of Egypt. After 

dinner we went on shore, accompanied by Antonio and two of our 

sailors; and walked through the town, followed, I imagine, by the entire 

population, to whom we evidently afforded great amusement. '1'here 

was thc usual proportion of blind beggnrs with their boy leaders, and 

neglected naked children. One of the warnell wore a nasa ring. Luckily, 

we were no less desirous to avoid touching these dirty people than they 

were anxious to keep aloof from UB, for they carefully gathel'ed up their 

gar;nents as we approached. Considering the general aspect of Beni

Souef, the bazaar was better supplied than one woulrl expect. On 

each side of the narrow unpaved ijtrects arc lofty walls of mud. 'I'he 

Ilark wretched looking houses are entered by low doorways; and small 

apertures, instead of windows, are pierced high above the ground. In 

man.y instances pottery is introduced into the buildings as part of their 

construction; and a row of carthe3 jars for pigeons, each jar containing 

two birds, is ranged along the top of the walls. 'I'he largest coffee house 

serves ruso as a court of justice. Silk and cotton were at one time 

manufactured here; but at prC$ent the inhabitants are chiefly labourers, 

terribly ground down by the Pacha, who monopolizes three fourths of 

the soil's produce. 

AB we again passed the barracks" the soldiers were going through their 

exercises 01& loot. We met camels, doukeYi, and Bome ,rery fine buffaloes. 
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After sunset the lieutenant of cavalry-Osman Effendi by narnc

honoured us with n second visit; IlDd came accompnnied by a friend, tl 

Memlook. The Reis, who had relations living at Beni-Souer, gladly made 

the excuse of n damaged sail, and persuaded. us to remain where we were 

until the moming. The crew took advantage of the leisure thus afforded 

them by most thoroughly enjoying their music nnd dancing. Their wild 

BOUgS WCfC accompanied by tbe tambourine, cymbals, dmms, and fifes; one 

man meanwhile bmndishing tl long pole and twisting his flexible body, like 

n monkey, into every variety of altitude; while another darted in and out 

like a madman, stood upon bis head, then sat down for a minute to. take 

breath, Ilnd began ngain! It was a pleasure to sec them so happy. With 

few sources of comfort in their now dcgradcd state, they keenly relish those 

enjoyments which a kind Providencc has spared them. II'he effect of this 

strimge performance was considerably iucreascd by n bright moon, and thc 

light from the lantern in front of our cabin. A guard of six Bedouin 

Arabs sat upon the edge of the DahabCeh aU night. l~or this service they 

were paid one shilling each. One of the sailors had a ('011)) de solei!, the 

day before, and was seriously ill. 

Muslims have no faith in medical aid; they maintain t.hat ns God sent 

the affliction so He alone can remove it: und yet, with strange inconsistency; 

they have a great respect for those whom they believe understand the 

treatment of disease, and willingly take any remedies offered to them. 

We rose at sunrise (and a beautiful sunrise it was), and hurried on shore 

to keep an appointment with our new friend," Osman Effendi; who had 

kindly offered to show us the barracks, and lake us to the drill ground: 

How slovenly and uncomfortable did "the interior of those barracks appear 

in our eyes, when we remembered the order and cleanliness of a Brituk 

soldier's quarters ! The Arabian horses looked · well fed " an~ carefully 

groomed, and their smbles were spacious and airy: A walk. of "about .8 ' 

quarter of a mile across a sandy plain led us to the place where the. 
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cavalry were exercising. Little attention was paid to keeping straight lines 

in the manreuvres, and the dress of the men was very untidy j : they wore 

lvhitc nee~eloths, and shoes without straps. The Colonel in command 

immediately came forward and addressed us in French, the knowledge 

of which Abbas Pacha took great pains to spread throughout lli!:J army: 

Near the barracks is the residence of the Gkef d' ('~(!adrQ11 , and also 

the Governor's palace: the latter stands in the midst of a plantatioll, 

surroundcd by a wall. The." Clotbilde" sailed the instant we camc on 

board: wc were glad to move away, for the dust nnd hornets wcre 

extremely annoying. Our progress was wond.erfully rapid, past chalky 

cliffs, mounds, nnd- on the eastern bank-a Saint's tollll> built of mud. 

We anchored for thc night ncal' n village, prettily situated ill a grove 

of pnlm trees. Therc were pigeons in abundance; and a large flock of 

sheep ami gouts gave animation to the foreground. Not far from this 

village we tlescried the Coptic convent of Sittch Mariam cl Adm (Our 

Lady Mary the Virgin), hence ealled Day r el Adm, nnd by some Dayr el 

Bukknr (of the Valley). It stands on the sUlllmit of the Gebel c' 'l'ayr 

(mountain of -tile bird). lIere ends the district of lleni.Souef. The 

scenery DOW became more interesting ; the bills and rocks considerably 

increased in elel'ation, and villages, cultivated fields, and plantations, 

were no longr.r of rare occurrence. At Minyeb, which place is famous 

for its fine fruit and vegetables, we remained three or four hours, OUl'. 

Reis would fain have ·halted until-tho next day, on the plea of laying 

ill n stock of bread for the sailors; but tr.avellers with whom time is au 

object, must be cautious how they JisteD to such excuses when there is n 

fair wind. 

We passed no town on the Nilo that could boast such nent and well 

built houses as tho~e of Minyeh. We even saw outside shutters aDd glass 

windows I A ~neikh's grave, with its whitewashed dome overshadowed· by 

_& tall sycamore tree, is a very picturesque object frow the river (which has 
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0. slight bend here). Few Egyptian towns or villages, however insignificant, 

are without the tomb of some Sheikh, or Patron Saint, which is held in 

great sanctity by the inhabitants. There is & manufactory o~ rum, and 

another of silk nnd cotton stuffs at Minych; the lI.tter was established 

by Mohammed Ali. We saw some Greeks walking about-one solitary 

Fronk-and a native of CorfU. Each dwelling is furnished with a pigeon 

bouse upon its roof; but even these show architectural taste, and are 

adorned with miniature domes and pagodas! 

The banks of the N iIe displayed the ordinary routine of rustic life in 

Egypt. 'Vornen were washing cloths in the muddy stream. There were 

children, buffaloes, and dogs; meo were riding on donkcys-walking-or 

sitting cross*legged, smoking their long pipes, and telling stories. 

Nearly opposite. and on the eastern bank of the river, nrc extensive 

plantations of sugar cane-the catacombs of Kom·Abmar-and clo!IC to 

these-the modern cemetery of Minyeb. Thrce times a. year do the people 

of that town go thither on a. visit of solemn ceremony. It was cnstolllary 

with the ancient Egyptians to ferry dead bodies IlCross the Nile, and the 

well known fable of Charon and the Styx was doubtless thence derived. 

As the day wore on we passed bold sandstone rocks with bright green 

fields of rising crops at their base, interspersed with fine clumps of sont (8 

species of acacia) and date trees. At SooS?ee is a rum distillery belonging 

to the Paeha; and ncar it are some mounds, aDd old limestone quarries. 

We aDohored at a village called Can:t'I:·Abou·Omar; and on the following 

morning palsed Beni-Hassan; contenting ourselves for the present with a 

diltant glance at itS celebrated catacombs, hewn out of the rocks on the 

side of hills that rise ~gh above the river. There w~ more than ODe 

village formerly .t Beni·Hassan; but the people became such notorious 

thieves, th.t Ibrahim Pacha burnt their habitations to tho ground. 

Early in tbo afternoon of WedDosday, October 19th, we aDohOred oft' 

Shekh Abi.deh, the ancient Alii;",," ; built by tha limp<;";' H..m.n, ilL 
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memory of his favourite Antinous j who was drowned here, close (as many 

writers suppose) to Beza, once so famous for its oracle. We went on 

shore, and in ten minutes came to a large eolleciion of sandy mounds, and 

heaps of ston~ fragments, bricks, and broken pottery. Parts of fallen 

columns were lying about in all directions. The inhabitants closely 

followed UIi, in hopes of gaining a few paras by the sale of old coins, 

lamps, and little idols; and,by picking up bits of marble, glass, and fossils. 

They showed us t1:e remains of an ancient bath, the outside wall of which 

is built of baked bricks, with an extraordinary quantity of cement 

between them. 'Ve would gladly have prolonged our ramble, for mnny 

vestiges of former magnificence were yet to be seen; in 8pite of the 'lurks, 

who in 1822 caused every calcare"ous block they could- find to be burnt for 

lime, and carried off other valuable relics for the erection of a bridge at 

Reram60n. A silllilar fate has befallen nearly all the limestone monuments 

of Egypt. 

Darkness came quickly upon ns, for thc sun had set: moreover, this 

was rcported to be a bad neighbourhood,- and we were surrounded by 

noisy groups of men, women, and children, wbosc demeanour and 

countenances inspired us with anything but confidence. Preceded by two 

of our sailors, armed with thick sticks, and Antonio with a brace of pistols 

bringing up the rear, we walked steadily on towards the landing place j 

and when safely on board our little vessel, had ample leisure to gaze 

upon the placid waters of the Nile, sud admire a pretty cangia that 

lay at anchor near us. 

This locality was once famous for the fertility of its soil, aDd with 

proper culture would probably be BO still. We noticed a Pharaoh's fig tree 

of enormous, size: it measured thirty-three feet in circumference. Some 

writers maintain that the magicians for whom Pharaoh sent, resided here. 

On the opposite bank of the .river, which winds considerably st this part 

or its COUf8C1 are the ~8 or an ancient town. We continued to 
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suffer dreadfully from the heat; and as there was scarcely any wind, our 

poor Arabs were constantly employed in the slow 'and. toilsome process of 

tmcking; accompanying their labour by an unceasing and monotonous 

chaunt. 'fhe plague of flies nnd hornets had increased to a~ insupportable 

degree. When they retired to rest, out came the sand flies, covering 8 

cup of tea, a glass of lemonade, or whatever might be upon tIle table, as 

though a. nutmeg had been grated into it! Ncar Aboll Snide, where 

nrc curious grottoes cut in the rocks, we observed some rich crops of 

Indian corn. The scenery gradually increased in beauty and grandeur as 

we advanced. Large qunrries, perforated tombs, lofty stratified cliffs 

with boldly marked outlines aud nat.ural caverns-in olden times the 

abode of ascetics, and where Atl18natius also is said to have sought 

shelter-jutting headlands, the noble stream with its busy craft-over nil 

these the glorious tints of an Eastern sunrise and snnsct, of which ill our 

colder clime we have no conception-and last of all our first sight of a 

crocodile (at least we were positively assured by Vincenzo, that a long 

black object which lay motionless upon a sllnd bank 1Cfl8 t\ cl'ocodile), 

filled our minds with delight nnd wonder. \Vc were excited too by 

hearing that the navigation had become more difficult, and that in ordel' 

to keep clear of certain rocks aud shoals, the pilot must keep a vigilant 

look out! Suddenly one of those squalls or kbumsin winds came on, by 

which 80 many Nile boats are capsized, and obliged us very reluctantly 

to retire below. The stann continued with more or less violencc during 

the night, and was accompanied at intervals by broad flashes of sheet 

lightning. We anchored until day break near Aboufayda. A guard of 

twenty Arabs kept watch for us, sitting in a. circle round a blazing fire 

with their pipes, and enlivening their vigils by relating 8tran~ and daring 

adventures.-

• The day had been intenael, close and .w.try-not a brentb of air to ruBle ' the Iurf'ace 

. ~r Q.e Bluggiell 8tream-~udden1~e clouda '.beca.me black end, .l~e$g all ' round-the 
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On Friday, October 21st, we passed l\innfaJout; which stands rather 

high above the river on the western bank. Here, according to the 

assertions of modern Egyptians, was Lot's place of exile. The current 

has carried away largo portions of earth, Rnd indeed great part of the 

.town itself. In the opposite mountains arc to be found the celebrated 

crocodile mummy cases, but it is difficult and dangerous to explore them. 

ligMning was continuous and vivid. Flash succeeded flash in solemn /:.'T:mdeur from three 

quarters of Hie Hetlvens. From thr, auxious manner llIul appearance of tbe Reis it wos 

e"ident tilat something was ahoat to hapven-either a "iolent tbunuer storm, or heavy 

miu, or It gale of wind. The loud nou illceS~:lDt talkiug-thc busHing of tbe sailors running 

to (lml fro in no amnll degree of agitation, with anxiety uepieted on tbe countenance!:! of 

cacb----eonflrmed ollr apprehensions-suddenly our fears were verifled-n violent equall Illy 

our DuhllbCcb on ller beam til/iI-in on instant the eails were loosed and ttD.iletl up-the 

mast trembling from stem to stern frOID the violence witb whid! the fl aunting canvas !.>cat 

ag3in.~t the masb alltl yards, as if terrified at whnt was likely now to hoppell-in nn instant 

the Reis to!e off his 'aoolleh lind his SLlOWY while turban, threw them on tIle deck, nnd ,with 

the ralJidity of lightning-regardless of all danger-ron up tho shrouds, nnd out to the very 

extremc end of the long tapcr yard to furl the sail- every Olle of tIle &liloH, excepting the 

second lkis who remained nt his post ut the 1,clm, followed him up the rigging, and with 

the agility of monkeys scrambled out on the yard, singing a merry chaunt-with their bands 

and feet ihey gathered in the weighty sails, which in an incredibly short apace of time were 

stowed . away, and every thing made accure for the storm~ur glLllant vessel, no longer 

undcr .the pressure of the heavy anils-:rigAW-and all was ~ll£e except a few cups lind 

glnsses which had broken adrift when "he WUg thrown on hcr aide. 

The Nile. which before was emooth and ~ still, had become agitated and f03ming~ur 

brave Nile boat, bnoyant lIS a cork. plunged hend foremost into tue foaming waves, which 

. threatened to swallow her np at the instant-in another moment she rose to tile surface or 
tht. troubled waten, and swiftly wended her way through t~e storm-fortunately the wiud 

-.118 £avourahle-our bark aeudded before the brcezc-aa.sbe flew rapidly along with. the 

gale the wind whisUed and howkd .through the rigging as if in mockery of our helpless 

conditi~n-in the darhae8s ' around WI we could fainUy see two large cafI9W close astem, 

htlavily laden, boulld in the lame track 1\1 oureelve!. In tbe noise of the stann we ~d 

hear the loud voice of our &is desiring them to keep clear or ua-tht ir Arab sailo)'!. from. 

• 
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Beyond Manfalout, the eastern and western banks approach each other 

more nearly. and nrc- clothed with fine plantations of bright verdure and 

beautiful growth, among which tho most conspicuous arc palm and sont 

trees. In the afternoon we reached the village of EI Hamra, the port of 

Siaut, where we remained twenty-four hours, not only for the sake of. 

seeing many objects of interest with which the lotter place abounds, 

but to lay in (1 fresh stock of provisions, and have our clothes washed 

brown and returned to us unironed! The laundress who came to 

receIve our orders was in extacies when she saw her coarse uncomely 

person reflected in the llll'ge mirror of our saloon, and her gesticulations 

fear or n dC8irc to take care of themselves, paid DO attention to his huiling. Onward they 

sped; and being larger and heavier than our vesgel, threaf.e ned every moment to run us 

Ilown, which they inevitably mlUt have done had not ou r Reis altered his course to allow 

them to pU8 clear of ll5-Our sailors shouting and crying out to tho lLeavy 8ailing cQJlgia, to 

steer away, made a fearful noise, which Bounded the more when fur 8 moment the stoml 

lulled !Ill if to acquire renewed strenglh-nnd only to recommence with redoubled violence. 

For a while we continued our course unable to distinguish any object on either bonk of the 

riveT-the lieis now took his stnnd ot the prow of his vessel to direct the helmsman how to 

,teer, and never left it until our Dahnb6eh was lIardy run aground on the mud nt the len 

bank of {he river, there to remain until tbe storm had abated, the dark clouds which 

hung around had wanppeared, and the moon's clear light should show Illl precisely where we 

were. In two or three houra the. Itorm began to he lesg violent, and by midnight it was 

woo-the waters rapidly became all tranquil and IIDooth u they had a few hours previollllly 

been wreaUeu and angry. A gentle cooling bteeJ;e of wind followed ; and af'l.er mooring the 

ve8scl to the bank for the night, and setting a watch of twenty Arabs, who had. come down 

from the neighbouring villages to render UI any assistance we might stand in need o[---or to 

enrich themselves by any accident which might have befallen na-our well bebaved'uilon 

38;t down on the deck to aing thoir native melody to the accompaniment of millie, smoked 

their wgW/l, and d.nInk the oofee given tUm. by VinClUZO after their exertion&

when one by one, wearied by t"he laboun of tbe day, robed in hi, thick .~. ~ 

~ on the ·deck and sank mto a refreehing .leep. 88 i£ noUUDg etcitingbed eOomtned 

duriag the day.-Note by :lb. ·T~ Tobin. 


