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trees. If the elephant is firm, and you have a successful shot, 
the tiger i sure to turn and charge. Mad with pain, strong 
and swift, h throws himself upon th nearest enemy, spring ing 
upon the elephant, climbing its trunk, or, reaching for the poor 
hivering Hindoo driver, drags him from his seat. Even after 

the tiger has received his fatal wound, so strong is his vitality 
that he will have streng th enough [or a plunge. Then Sllccess 
depends upon courage and ' coolness, upon rap id firin g from 
every ava'labl~ rifle in the hunting party. So far as I could 

learn, in the many histories o[ tiger shooting. accidents are rare 
OCcurrences. But the danger of the contest with so sup and 
bloodthi~sty a beast, and the nerve required, combine to give, 
fer those who are fond of fi eld sports, a peculiar zest to tiger 
shooting. When the young Englishman comes to India he 
yearns for his first tiger as a young officer for his first brevet. 

I have heard, r1owever, o[ serious, and sometimes fatal, 
accidents. One of the kindest an best friends I made in 
India-brave, gentle, and gifted-is maimed in his arm and leg ' 
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from tiger wou nds. H e was an officer of the Indian Engineers. 
on engineer duty. The tiger came near the camp and took up 
a position in a clump of bushes between the camp and water. 
The Indian attendants became alarmed. They would Ilot go 
near the stream. It became necessary to ha ve water for the 
encampment, and the only way was to kill the tiger. So the 
officers took arms and went out Some of them were new to 
the business; instead of marching shoulder to shoulder, and 
presentinO' a front, which the tiger always avoids,' they went 
singly. The first thing my friend saw was that one shot had hit 
the tiger, and the animal had turned and was about to charge 
him. He called to his comrades and tried to fire again, but too 
late. In an instaot, as a flash, the beast was upon him, struck 
hi on the shoulder with his paw, and felled him to the grou nd. 
He lost consciousness-a sensation that generally comes to 
man when assailed by a beast of pre)'. I t came to Livingstone, 
if I remember, when he was atta~ked by the lion. It is·a shock 
acting almost like an anGesthetic. I suppose this is a merciful 
provision of nature. My friend would have been killed but for 
the gallantry of one of his comrades, who rushed at ;:he tiger, 
and beat in his head with the butt of a rifle as he was g nawing 
the arm and Jeg of the prostrate man. One of the shots had 
taken fatal effect, and the attack was the despe ration of death. 
Before his death, however, the animal had gnawed the arm, 
side, and lim~ of my friend, so that his restoration to health took 
a lnng time, and he will carry to his g rave the wounds he reo 
ceived twenty years ago. I heard a story of another officer, 
now holding an important position in the Indian service, who 
was also charged by a tiger to whom he had given a death
woun. The animal threw him and seized his arm. He had 
the presence of mind to force his arm into the tiger's mouth 
and hold it there, allowing the beast to crunch it. He thus 
confined the wound to the single member, and saved his life at 
the expense of his arm. Even now, with his armless sleeve, he 
is one of the most daring sportsmen in India. 

It was want of time-at least it is supposed it was want of 
time, and not the rueful tiger stories-that prevented us from 



A MAN-EA TER. 12 7 

accepting the invitation of his Hig bness and having one day in 
the jungle of Jeypore. Hunters are not less careful of their. 
iives than other men, and the care taken to prevent accidents
the use of arms of precision, skill in their use, and ,the fact that 
all wild animals, the tiger especiall y, are cowards, afraid of 
noise, fire, light, or any unusual sight- make the accidents of' 
the chase less on the average than the casualties in fox hunting 
in the English sh ires. The only dangerous tiger is what is 
called the man-eater. The man-eater is generally an old 
beast, with bad teeth and gums, lackin g in enterprise and en 

durance. He has outl ived his usefulness in the jungle. Ani
mal. that ordinarily would be his prey avoid him without d iffi
culty. Driyen to despair bf;!cause he cannot oam the u hes 
and seize what he fancies, he falls 1 pon some poor belated 
Hindoo wood-cutter, or child at play, or woma'n carrying her 
pitcher to the well, and then h learns that, of all the animals 
given to him by a considerate Providence for food, man is the 
most toothsome, the most helples, and the most cowardly, 
The buffqlo, the wild pig, even the antelope, will not surrender 
without resistance, A wild pig has be n known to kill a tiger 
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in a fight. A buffalo wiol.l charge a tiger and battle with him, 
and sometimes successfully, before he surrenders. _ n antelope 
will inflict a serious wound if he can give a good thrust with hi~ 
horns. Consequently, when a tiger gets old, when his muscles 
are worn and his teeth are bad, he would have to suffer in 
these co tro ersies; but having learned 110w easy a prey is 
man, he devotes himself to the pursuit of man for food. It 
saves him a great deal of trouble. It is so con{fortable to lie in 
wait near a village, in a ravine or under a cliff, and in the early 
morning, or as the sun goes down, to spring upon a poor lonely 
peasant wandering home, or a child at play, and carry him to 
his lair. Once he learns this lesson he abandons the jungle 
and quarters himself near a village. He is a shrewd beast, 
much more than tigers generally. and hard to kill. When a 
t:TIan-eater takes up his quarters near a village the natives aban
don their homes in a panic. or go to the nearest British military 
station and report his presence. To capture or kill him re
quires the utmost patience and skill. Sometimes before he is 
slain he will take many lives. One brute-a lazy, decrepit old 
beast who scarcely opened his eyes when we came to his cage
had the reputation of having destroy~d twenty-five human 
beings. Sometimes ~he panther, as he advances in years, be
comes a man·eater; but as a general thing all wild animals, 
unless they are disturbed, or assail .d,· or accompanied by their 
young, wiII pa s man by. I should therefore think that in 
Americ,!- tlte hunting of the buffalo or the grizzly bear afforded 
more disasters than tiger killing in the jungle. What seems to 
me to detract from tiger hun ting is the fact that you are com
pelled to fight him from an ambush. There is no facing and 
fightin him, as on the open prairie with our buffalo. When 
you think of the courage expended on the tiger, the amoun t of 
pains taken to find ~1im, and the time it occupies, the amuse
ment seems to be unprofitable. Notwithstanding all this, it was 
not without regret that we could not accept the Maharajah's 
off, r and shoot the tiger, adding to our experiences in India that 
of a day in the jungles such as had been g iven to the Prince of 
Wales. But there were engagements with the Viceroy of India, 
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who' was waiting for General Grant, before he left for the hills i 
and so tl1e jungle was put aside. 

Colonel Grant, however, was not disposed to allow our ex
pedition to leave In~ia without some experience in the field, 
and when the tiger proposition was di smissed th Maharajah 
proposed to have son1e pig stick ing. The sticking of a pig 
does not seem tp be a serious' business to peojJle at home, 
whose ideas of the animal are confined. to its usefulness as 
breakfast bacon. The old hunters say that no sport in India is 
more exciting or more dangerous. The wild boar is a different 
animal from the homely, useful, lolling hog, whose highest func- . 
tion at home is lard. He lives in the jungle. His food is the 
sugar-cane and a boar will ravage a large crol of growing cane 
in a single night. He i bold and brave. His tusks are some
times eight inches in length, and. as sharp as a razor, With 
these tush he will charge any animal. A boar has been known 
to rip open a tiger and disembowel him. The wild pig has 
greett endurance. He can in the first rush outrun an Arab steed. 
He seems to be an honest, peaceable beast, who will do no harm, . 
and spend hi3 days on roots or sugar-cane, unless you assail 
him. He will throw dogs in the air, and, if a hunter falls undp.r 
hi~ tusks, cut him up as with a knife. Some of the most seriou . 

. accidents in the hi tory of ,sport have come from the wild pig. 
There are laws abou t hog hunting which no entleman vio
lates. You do no~ shoot him. You only attack the Doar, never 
the sow. To kill a sow in the J eypore country would be as 
serious a crime as to shoot a fox in Melton Mowbray. You 
do not kill the young. In warring on the tiger your enemy is 
the common enemy of mankind, who lives on prey i whose 
passion is ' blood; who lives on domestic cattle and useful 
anim~ls, and in his old days tak s to preying upon man. 
There is one quality about pig hunting that reminds you of 
the buffalo chase. You ride upon your pony in the jungle i 
~ou seek your animal out and fight him \ ith sword or spear 
like a knight j you have a foeman who can only b slain by 
Coolness and courage, who lrves in the dominion of the leopard 
and the tiger, and holds his own with them, and whose death 

VeL. 11.-9 • 
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is useful in two ways-it protects the natives' crops 'and gives 
them food. 

An officer of the Maharajah 's household who was in charge 
of the hunting establishment, and who was famous, ' we were 
told, among In dian sportsmen, aited upon k1S, and we agre d 
that at sh o'clock in the mornin g w shou ld start for the jun- • 
gle. Dr. Keating was disposed to volunteer, and if General 
Grant had not been under engagements for the day which he 
could n put aside, I think he would hav~ ventured out, if 
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for nu other reason than to have a good stiff ride over the 
country. Mr. Borie preferred to remain with General Grant, 
and the Colonel eJone of our party went to the hunt. At six, 
the hunting party left the residency and drove out in the cool 
of the morning some six or seven mile~. When they came to 

the jungle, ht>rses were in readiness, with bullock carts, and a 
swarm of attendants. ' The Colonel had had his own ' share of 
hunting on the frontiers, and as t cavalryman had a good eye 
and a good seat. There were firearms along, to meet any 
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other animal that might venture upon them. Not unfrequently 
• # 

when looking '{or a pig you may stumble upon a tiger, or a 
panther, or a bear, when the conditions of 'the hunt change. 
There is 'a story of an officer encountering a panther when out 
pig sticking, and spearing him This story is now the wonder 

. and envy uf Indian socie\.y, and I do not know of any human 
proceeding more to be commended or avoided, according as 
you are trained to view sLlch matters, than spearing a panther. 
But the offic(U' did so. Our party was prepared for such an 
emergency. but it did not come. . When they came to the 
ground they mounted The Colonel rod e with the chief sports-
lall anti an interpreter. There were sixteen horsemen, two 

camels, two bullock' carts, and bcaters on foot. The chief was 
a fine, comely, lithe young man, who rode a horse like an 
Indian, with a keen piercing eye, who looked upon the jl1ngle 
as upon heme and kn ew every feature of it. He wore a pad
ded gown or riding coat, which looks like one of our comfort
ablc morning wrappers, made of calico, and over this a flow
ing silk or brocaded tunic as a mark of his rank. When you 
go on the huntin g ground the party divide, at distances far 
enough apart to cover a mile of the jungle. There are heaters 
on ioot, who go into the g rass and beat the game' toward you, 
making loud noises. If you pass a sow or her young you keep 
on, allowing them to root at peace or scamper away. If a boar 
is seen, the signal is given, either by a whistle or a eall; some
times by firin O' a pistol. Some of the beaters have pistols, so 
that if the boar should make a break and try to escape they 
can fire a blank shot and tUrn him. The boar will turn at the 
noise and the flash; but if the boar is at a distance you gather 
your reins, ·brace yourself in your saddle, take your spear, and 
rUn at full speed. The boar always seeks flight. If at all in 
condition he wiil go at a pace which no horse can keep. But 
this does not last long. The first burst over and you gain on 
him. In time you ride him down, and, as you p'ass, YOll drive 
the spear into his flanks, or, if you can', into his back so as to 
sever his spine. But this is not qften done. The law of the 
chase is that the first stroke of the spear gives the right to 
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the trophy. You wound the boar perhaps. Your spear is 
wrenched from your hand, is bro' n by thc;: b aI', who will 
snap the iron blade a easily as a stalk of c;anc;. Even 
when wounJed the boar will keep his flight. You pursue him 
and again spear him; sometimes a cra in and agiiin. The animal, 
faint from the running, from the loss of blElod from the wounds, 
comes to lray, stops and turns. Then comes the real interest 
of th e chase .. He turns to bay and makes a rush. "Veil f.or 
the horseman who can not only keep his scat, but so guide his 
horse that the boar will not plunge his tusk into his animal's 
flanks and rip him open. The Colonel, when he ran down his 
first boar, drove the spear. It was hastily, perhaps awkwardly, 
done, and the boar snapped off the blade. When the boar 

TilE TICiI!~ . 

turned it charg
ed the Colonel's 
h 0 r e. H e 
avoide d the 

I charge, the ani
mal simply 
t 0 u chi n g the 
Colonel's f 00 t · 
as lie passed.' 
Another horse
man was not so 
fortunate, as the 
animal drove his 
t u s k into the 
horse's flank and 

made an ugly gash. Another spear was given the Colon I, 
who again !>peared the boar, ,and this time more effectively, for 
the animal turned over and died. 

One pig is not a bad day's sport. But the morning was 
not far gone and Colonel Grant felt that his spearing had been 
clumsily ar.d badly done. It was his first trial, however, in the 
Indian jungle, and we should have pardoned him if he had 
been content with his !ingle trophy. So the hunt went on. 
In a short time another boar was found and the Colonel charged 
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it. This time the battle was in the Colonel's own hands. He 
had seen how the directo of the hunt managed his business, 
and the reltuit was a triumph. Riding the boar out of his swift 
pace he drove the spear. When th'e animal turned he faced 
and fought. Another horse in this charge. ridden by an at· 
tendant, was WOUIld~(:1. the boar takin g him in the shoulder and 
inflicting an ugly wound. An attendant was thrown 'qnd bruised. 
B.ut the end came, and the Colonel drove his spear home, thus 
s~curing his'Seoond pig, and glory enough for the day. 

It was then ·proposed to shoot ~ntelope. The antelope is 
no less wary in the jungle than in our own prairie. He is wary 
and fleet. It is difficult to stalk him, for going on foot through 
a jungle, where the wildest of wild animals may come on you, 
is not a sensible proceeJ ing. In J eypore th ere are two ways 
of hunting the antelope. One is with the cheetah. an animal 
of the leopard species, of remarkabl e speed for a short run. 
The cheetah is taken and trained. I do not think he ever be· 
comes thoroughly tamed, although I saw some in J eypore led 
around by attendants. I did not test their docility, having the 
emotion c.f early menagerie clay!;, and thinking it odd to see a 
!ong, creeping, spotted leopard -pacing up and down the streets. 
The Maharajah has several in his hunting establi. hment, and, 
if ou r party had cared, would have given us a cheetah hunt. 
The animal is tam ed-at least made tame enough to obey his 
keeper. He is taken in an ox cart to the jungle and hooded. 
The Ox car drives into the jungle, and so approaches the ante
lopes. The ox cart is so familiar, as the common wagon of 
the farme r, that its passing does not disturb them. A horse
man or a traveler or a hunter, wearing a different tint of gar
ment from the ordinary peasant, would s t a whole herd in 
motion. The ox cart approaches within three or four hundred 
yards. The cheetah is unhooded and flies at his game. If 
successful, he brings it down on th first run. Seizing the 
animal by the throat, there is no escaping. If, however, the 
distance is badly considered, and the antelope shows too much 
speed, or the cheetah is bewildered and does not spring at the 
moment, the antelope gets off, fOil the speed of the cheetah 
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does not last beyond the first few hundred yards. He has no 
enterprise, no sense, and when his experimen~ fails, stops, and 
would perhaps go leaping into the jungle if his keeper d id not 
come, and, covering him with a hood, I ad him to his cart. If 
he succeeds and brings the antelope down he is allowed to 
drin k the blood. as a reward. This reward is the condition of 
tameness. Cheetah hunting js more an amusement of the na
ti ves than the English. It is a curious sport, and was shown to 
the Prince of Wales when in Jeypore. Good hunters-English 
hunters-think it a questionable proceeding to steal upon an 
antelope in disguise and attack him with a wild beast. The 
Colonel and his party had the ox carts at their disposal, and, 
satisfied with their exploits over the boar, went after the ante
lope. The carts drove within good shooting range, when the 
Colonel brought down a fine buck. This closed the day's work, 
for noon was coming, and it was thought best not to tempt to,o 
strongly the noon-day sun of India. The Colonel came back 
to Jeypore with the tusks of the two boars and the horns of the 
antelope as his trophies. As a young American's first day in 
the jungle the result was a triumph for our expedition, and we 
felt so much interest in th€' tusks and the horns and the narra
tive of the day's adven tures that '..v e began to feel ourselves 
sharers in the glory, and that we, too, had been in the grass, 
charging the wild boar and pursuing the flying deer, The Col- , 
onel thanked the Maharajah for having given him so fine a 
day's sport. His Highness said that if the General and party 
would o~ly remain two or three days he would give them a 
memorable experience with tiger and bear and leopard and all 
.that his jungles could .afford. 

'. 
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1, DIA. 

ENERAL GRA T' party arrived in Cal tta a 
five o'clock on the morning of the 10th of March, 
after a severe and distressing ride from Benares. 
The American Consul-General, General Litchl1eld, 

th aide-de-camp of the Viceroy, and a guard of honor of the 
Bengal ,roops were in waiting. We drove off in the state car
riages with an escort of cavalry to the Government House. 
The str ets had been watered, and th re was just' a suspicion 
of a cool bteeze from the Hoo ly, which, after the discomfort~ 
of the long night ride, made our morning ride plea ant. A line 
of policemen was ranged fr m the railway station to the door 
of the overnment House, a eli tance of about two miles_ 
The Governm nt House i a large, ornate building, standing in 
an open park the corner-stone of which was laid' about the time 
that Wa hington laid th foundation of our capitol. I t is built 

135 
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to resemble the country-house, of Lord S;carsdale, in Derby
shire, and as a noble and stately pile ' may rank ' ith th 
palaces of Europe. E uropean houses in India are built fnr air 
and room. In the Government H ouse there are council-rooms, 
reception-rooms, and state dining-rooms; the two ideas govern
ing the a hirecture of this, as in other official houses of the 
empire, being comfort and splendor-comfort, that the E uro
p an may endure the pitiless sun ; splendor, that the eye» of 
the subject may be dazzled. 1 t is odd at first to see your cold, 
indifferent. matter-of-fact Englishman. at home caring only 
for comfort, as solicitous about pomp as the Lord Chamber
lain ; but this is because pomp and ceremony are the · fi rst 
essentials of government in I nelia. 

• The Viceroy of India, Lord Lytton-better known to 
Americans as the poet" Owen Meredith "-received G neral 
Grant with great kindness. H is Lordship said in greeti ng the 
General that he was honored in having as his guest a gentle
man whose career he had followed with interest aQd respect, 
and that it was especially agree::J.ble to meet one. who had be n 
the chief magistrate of the country in which he spent some of 
the happiest years of his lif . Lord Lytton had reference to his 
T sidence in \Vashington, as a mem ber of the British I gation, 
durin the time that his uncle-then Sir Henry B wer- wa$ 
British Minister to the Unit d . tates. His Lordship was also 
cordial in his greeting to Mr. Boric, and referr d to our com
panion's services in General Grant's cabinet. H e conversed 
with Colonel Grant about General Sherioan, and r ret~d 
that t}1e duties of his offic , on account of the Bur se and 
Afghan romplications. and his approaching departure for Simla, 
prevented his seei ng much of our 1 arty as he wished. Our 
quarters in th Gov rnment House were very pleasant, looking 
out on the public sq .lare. In the afternoon we drove around 
and stood listen ing to the band in the Eden ardens. The 
only hours given to r creation in India are in th e early morn
ing and at the going down of the sun. Then all the English 
world spend the cool of the day und r the trees. The Gen
eral and his Lordship took a long stroll together. In the 
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evening there was a state banquet, attended by the high au
t! orities of the British empire .. 

N ext day ther W;tS an excursion to the Viceroy's country
seat at Barrackpoor, ir Ashley Eden, Lieutenant-Governor 
of Bengal. doing the honors in the name of the Viceroy. Bar
ra('kpoor is a ountry-seat, about twelve miles up the Hoogly 
river. Qur party was small, comprising the lead ing members 
of the government and their famili es. We drove to the dock 
under a beating noon-day sun. The scenery of the Hoogly 
reminds you of the low, tropical banks of the St. John's river, 
in Florida, but it is a narrower stream, and the aspect of nature 
is gloomy compared with what you see in Florida, where the 
orange groves li ght up the landscape. The Hoogly teems 
with life, with boatmen in all kinds of floating contrivances. 
The navigation of an Indian stream must be a good deal trust
ing to fate. ur currents were wayward, and the vessel was 
more a fl<?ating hotel than a water-going craft. When we 
came bumping against the side of a clumsy lump of a vessel 
with sudl force as would tear away the iron-work and make the 
~teamer buzz and t relllblc, everybody seemed to take it as a 
matter of course . . 

The view of Barrackpoor from the river is beautiful, because 
you see what is so rare in I'ndia-green rolling meadow land. 
Were it not for th tropical foliage and noble banyan trees 
it would not be difficult to fancy that Barrackpoor was a bit 
of Richmond on the Thames. Barrackpoor has a melancholy 
promin ce in the l1istory of India. H ere the first of the mu
tiny occurred, in the history of the greased cartridges. efore 
the government authorities took to the hills for the summer, 
Barrackpoo.t: was a country-seat, holding the same relation to 
the Government House in Calcutta that the Soldiers' Home 
did in' Mr. Lincoln/s days to th White House at Washington. 
Barrackpoor, xcept as a military station, and as the occasional 
resort for a picnic party, has been practIcally abandoned. We 
landed from our steamer in a small yacht, and had quite a walk 
in the relentless sun until we came to a marquee tent, pitched 
under a banyan tree, where a band was playing and servants 
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were arranging a table foi us. We had a' merry, pleasant fea~t 
,under this banyan free, and )ve st{ldied our tree with interest, 
as one of the extraordinary forms "of nature. The tree itself 
was a small grove, and you could walk in, and around, and 
through its trunks and branches as easily as among the columns.
of a mosque. 0 nl ess the tree is checked, it will spread anq 
spread, very branch, a it touches the earth, developing into a 
root and .throwing out new branches, until, as we read in nursery 
days, an army may encamp under its branches. After our pic
nic it was pleasant to stroll around Barrackpoor and take that 

I 1/1' I, 
delight which is among the pleasures of an Indian journey-a 
delight in the constant surpri~es of ·nature. Your eyes ate 
accustomed to your own flowers and forms of forest and garden 
growth-the oak, the ash, the sycaml)re, the modest daisy, and 
the wholesome virtuous clover that blossoms in the meadows. 
You look. in vain for the old forms familiar to you from child
hood, and that were always you r friends, even when the wor1d 
grew dark and ~arI arrows swept ove your young and trem
bling life. Th se trees are what you have rea~ of in -poem and 
ghost stories and Indian tales. There is the mango-tree, giving 
pleasant fruit, said t~ be among the atonements for the cruelty 

\ 
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of Indian' life, but which you .,shall not ~ee until ~e com'e to itl
gapore. Every one has be~n 'telliog u;; of the comfort we shall 
find in the mangu, and that even though we came from the land 
of fruits, we ·s.hall surrender our peach and pear to Its superior 
attractions. All that we have seen of it thus far has been.a 
candi'ed mango, sent by our fri end the Mah~rajah 'of Bh'urt
poor, but so killed by the sugar th at it might easily have been 
a pumpkin or a melon rind. \Ve have had also a 'Curry of 
mango, but the flavor was so crushed under the spices that .it 
might have passed for rar:lish or celery. As 'a, tree, however, 

, it is roy.al, green, ?-nd rich. W e note, also, the tamarind-tree, 
un rwhich you cannot pitch.your tent betausl'; of the unwhole
some xhalation. Here is the pipel and~the Japanese acacia, 
the banana, with its hospitable leaves, the bamboo, the orange, 

. unlimited cactus, until you arow weary of cat:tus, a very world 
of fern s, and the rose in endless profusion. ' You observe 
that all animal life enjoys a freedom unusual to our rapacious, 
destroying eyes, accustomed as 'we are to 'look upon everything 
that od has made as something for man to kill. In I'Ildia 
animal life, from the insect to the prowling . beast from the 
jungle, is ever near you. I presume it arises from the religion 

f the nativis, which throws protection over all animal nature. 
As you stroll through Indian gardens, or about an Indian for
est, you see ani! al life in every form. The monkey, for in: 
stance, is more common than the squirrel at home. When 
you sit down at your picnic table the birds of prey cifcle around 
and around you, until the meal is done, to take your place. We 
return from Barrackpoor to Calcutta in time to press for a 
state dinner at the overnm~nt House, the last to be g iven by 
Lord Lytton befo,r leaving for imla. Th'is dinner" was made 
an occas,ion for presenting General Gtant to the leading mem-
bers of the princely native house. . 

We had a r ception of this kin in Bpmbay, but the scene 
in Calcutta was mor bhlliant. When th dinn r was over, and 
'Lord Lytlon e wrted M . Grant to the receptioJ -room, the 
halls were filled with a brilliant and picturesque .assembly. A 
Company of native gent1emen looks like a fancy-dres ball. 
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There is no rule governijlg their costumes. They are as free 
to choo e the color, and texture of their garmt:nts as ladi s 
at home. I cannot but think that our heathen frie,nds have 
learned better than ourselves th lesson of dress, especially for 
the tropics. \\' e swath ourseh'es in dismal and uncomely 
bla k, an I here in I ndia, where every feather's weight you 
lift from your raiment .s a blessing to body, the Englishman 
so lacks in imagination and enterprise that he endu es the ' 
same cloth which he wore in . Berk eley , quare. The natives 
were in loose gowns of cool , flexibl e stuffs. that se med to play 
and dally with the heat, and as they streamed about in their 
airy, flowing. fleecy gowns, they looked more sensible tflan we 
civilians in our black even ing dress, or the officers girded to the 
throat with scarlet cloth and braid. There is somethirig for 
the eye in the varied hues of ] ndian costumes, and as to splen
dor, I suppose that one of the jewels that hung from the neck 
of the Prince of Oude, or the diamond that blazed from the 
finger of one of th rajahs, was worth ten times more than all 
the clothes worn by the Europeans. 

The native gentlem n and princes of high rank w re pr -
sented by the Viceroy to General Grant. . orne of these 
names were the f orernost in India. . ome are deposed princes, 
or descendants of depos d princes. Others were Brahmins of 
high caste; some rich bank rs and merchants. The son of the 
King of ude came with his son. He has an effeminate, weak 
face. On his head he wore a headd ress shaped Iik a crown, 
and cov red with gold-foil and lace. The King of ude lives 
in Calcutta, on an allowance of six hundred thousand dollars a 
year. H does not come neat: the Government House, partly 
because h is sn fat that he c.annot move about, exc pt in a 
chair, mor probably becaus he is a kind of stat prisoner on 
account of his suppos d sympathies with the inutiny. The old 
king spends a goo are of his income in buying animals. He 
has a collection 0 akes, and is fond of a peculiar kind of 
pigeon. A pigeon with a blue eye will bring him good fortune, 
and if on of his Brahmin priests t 1Js him tbat the pos ession 
of such a bird is nee ssary to his bappin ss, h buys it. R-
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cently he paid one thousand pounds 'for a pigeon, on the advice 
of a holy Brahmin, who, it was rumored, had an interest in the 
sale. .ot long since the king made a purchase of tigers, and 
was about to buy a new and r.hoice lot, when the Lieutenant
Governor interfered and said his Majesty had tigers enough. 
My admiration for the kingly office is so profound that I like 
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• it best in its ccehtric asp cts, and. would have rejoiced to have 
seen so orig inal a majesty. But i is is in s elusion 
with his snakes, hi tigers, his pig ons, and his wo-
men, and s es no one, and we had to be cont nt with seeing his 
son. This prince seemed forlorn , notwithstanding hi bauble 
crown, his robes, anCt h.i gem, and hid behind the pillars and 
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in corner of the room, and avoided general conversation. An
other noted prince was' the descendant of TifJpoo' .01 tan, a 
full-bQdied, eager MQslem prince, with a flQwing beard, and 
character in the lines .of his face. This prince has been in Eng-

. land, talks Encrlish weI and is a IQyal subject .of the Crown. 
lore interesting were the young prince from Burmah and 

his wife. \\'c .havc had news frQm Burmah. The new king 
has taken to evil ways, especially in thc murder of his relations. 
They say he has threatened to kill thc British Resident in 
1andalay, and a fQrce of troops has gQne tQ Burmah to protect 

the Resident. And all Calcutta is hQrror-stricken over the 
news. I dQ not know how tru it all may be. I have noticed, 
as an instructive cQincidence in the histQry of British rule in 
Asia, that some .outrage, some menace tQ British PQwer always 
takes place about the time that the interests .of the empire re
quire more territory. England wants Burmah, and its annexa
tion is foregQne. But abQut the murders of his family by 
the king I suppose there can be no doubt. This prince and 
princess are refugees, under the protectiQn of th vice-regal 
court. The princess was a pretty little lady, with almost Euro
pean features, and was the cynosure of the evening. Mrs. 
Grant had quite a CQnv rsatiQn with her, and was struck with 
her vivacity and intelligence. The Gen ral conversed with 
most of the natives present-with all, indeed, who spoke Eng
li __ h-and informed the Viceroy that he regarded the opportu
nity of meeting them as among the most agreeable and inter
esting features of his Indian journey. 

Calcutta itself was found to be more European than any 
city we have seen in the East, even more so than Bombay. 
I ts history begins with the Mohammedan occupation, although 
there are H indoo legends going back to the age of fable. 
But every part of India has these legends, and Calcutta ha no 
prominence worth considering but what came frQm the English 
occupation and the selecti.on .of the city as the capital. Cal
cutta, when the headquarters .of the East India C.ompany, 
knew a career of uninterrupted prosperity, and marks of this 
you see in all parts .of the city. Considering how much money 



" 

CALCUTTA. 143 

ha~ been. taken out of India, that during the reign of the com
pany the policy was simply to scrape u'p every penny for reve
nue and dividends, it shows the wealth of the country that 
eno'ugh should have remained beHind to give Calcutta its 
splendor. The monuments are worth:fof note. One building 
in the Ionic style of architecture commemorates James Prinsep, 
an eminent student of science. There is a monument to the 
officers who died i~ the Gwalior campaign, built of J eypore 
marble. The Eden Gardens were laid out by the Misses 
Eden, sisters of the former Viceroy, Lord Auckland. Here 
the band plays every evening. There is also a stately column 
to ir David Ochterlony, one hundred and sixty-five feet high, 
with a Saracenic capital. Ochterlony was one of the great men 
in the history of the company. There is a statue to Lord 
William Bentinck, who was Viceroy forty-five years ago, when" 
Macaulay was in India. The statue bears an inscription written 
by Macaulay, in which Ben Linck is honored as the man who 
" infused into rie"ntal despotism the spirit of British freedom," 
.. who abolish d cruel rites" and 1/ effaced humiliati '" distinc
tions." There are stattleS to Lord Hardinge, who governed 
I ndia in 1848; Lord Mayo, who was assassinated in 1870; Lord 
Lawrence, who won fame in the mutiny, and Sir James Outram, 
thl! " Bayard of the East." The city has about four hundred 
and fifty thousand population, of whom three-fourths are Hin~ 
doos, and not more than twenty-one thousand Europeans. 
After the Hindoos the Mussulmans predominate. There are 
a few Parsees, but not so many as in Bombay. The Jews are 
rich, and intere ted in the opium trade. There are Portuguese, 
Armenians, and Greeks. The Portuguese have fallen into the 
serving classes; the others are merchants. There are a few 
Chinamen of the laboring clas es, who are carpenters and sho -
makers. There are some Arab merchants who trade with the 
Persian and Arabian Gulf and coa ts, and a class called riah, 
natives of Ori sa, il careful, patient race, who perform the 
lower forms of labor. 

Education is wid ly adv need in Calcutta. The Hindoo 
College was founded in 1824 for th t aching of English and 
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Sanscrit. Out of this came the University. The annual con
vocation for conferring q,egrees took place while General Grant 
was in CalctJtta. T he eneral, accompaniS!d by ir J}9hl y 
Eden, Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, and ::,ir Alexand~r Ar
buthnot. the Yice-Chartcellor, attended the convocatiQn. the 
General and the Bishop of Calcutta sat on the lI ice-Chan
cellor's right, and Sir Ashley Eden on his left. Degrees were 
conferred upon students from tile yarious collerres thr ugh
out India, and the Vice-Chancellor made a sp ec which 
contained some interesting references to education in "India., 
"The present scheme of 1 ndian education." said ir Alexander, 
" came into operation the year of the mutiny, and the two and 
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twenty years it had been in existence showed gratifying re
sults." The speaker found reason for congratulation in the 
fact that the senate had passed rules for the examination of 
female Landidates, and that under these rules a Hindoo young 
lady had passed with high credit. There was an increasing 
desire among th young men of Bengal that their wives and 
daughters should be educated. ir Alexander continu d his 
address by a complimentary allusion to General Grant, whose 
career, he aid, was an illustration of what the Anglo-Saxon 
race had done in America. There is a m dical college found d 
by .1acaulay's friend, Lord William Bentinck. The school 
founded by Warren Hastings to encourage Arabic 'studie' and 
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Moham",edan law still exists, b;t <has not been very successful, 
ppealing as it does to a small and special class of students. 

T here is a coli ge Luift under the te!rps f)f the win of Charles 
Martin, whose college, "La Marti\liere'/, we saw in Lucknow, 
One ' hundmd thou and dollars were Lcqueathed by Martin 
" to establi h a school for the education of a certain number of 
children of any sex to a certain age, and then to have them ap
prenticed to some profession, and married when at age." This 
bequ t as Invested until it became five hundred thousand 
dollars, wh .n the school was founded, with a scholarship, at the 
time of the st report. of seventy-five boys and forty g irls. 
The Free Church Institution, founded by R ev. Dr. Duff, has 
avera en over a thousand pupils annually for thirty-five years, 
and is noble example of what' missionary enterpris may 
achieve under wise and able direction. St. Francis Xavier's 
Coli ge, under the Jesuits, has four hundred and eighty schol
ars, and is among the best school in Calcutta. To enumer
ate the various schools would prolong this letter, and I only 
u\lud to the prominent features of education in India as among 
the bright~st features of British rule. nder the administra
tion of the pre ent Viceroy, Lord Lytton, every form of 'educa
tion has r ceived an impulse, and the efforts of the government 
seem b nt upon nothing so earnestly as upon the widest dis
semination of knowledge and the training of the rising genera
tion in EnglisQ civilization, Whether the result of this policy 
will be to make the people more contented with the rul of 
Great rita' n Dr not is a problem that xcites the earnest 
thought of many of th English g ntlemen with whom I have 
conversed. (lucation is a duty, howev~r, and the wi est pol
icy is what has b en adopted, to spare no }J;1ins to open every 
avenue f thoug ht and prog s to the native mind and leave 
the te 'ult 0 Provid nee. 

Lord Lytton left for th hills, and G ner 1 Grant became 
the gue t of ir Ashl y Eden , v rn r- n ral of en aI, 
to whose beautiful r sid nce we r moved on th afternoon f 
the 12th of March. ir shley i n of the famous men in 
the Briti h s rvice, who has don nob! work in Inclia, and by 

VOl •. 11,-10 
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sheer force of character and ability has risen to one of the high 
place in the empire. ' His home, Belvedere, is on th site, as I 
was told, of the resid -n<;e occupied by Warren Hasti n(Ys, when 
that celebrated man was the governor of J ndia. I t is a noble 
building, Il lmost sugg sting the White H ouse~ and looking out I 

upon a veil-ordered park, and a lawn that would do no di ..;
credit to the cloisters of Oxford. I n the cv ning there was a 
garden party, where we met the noted people of E nglish and 
rndian race. Lord Lytton attended this feast for tlle pur
pose of taking his leave .::>f General Grant. Before leaving he 
had a long and almost affectionate inten ·iew ith G >neral 
Grant, ho thanked him for th splendor and hospitality of 
our reception in India- It was pleasant for us all to m et in 
L rd Lytton a nobleman who not only knew Am rica in a 
public. way, but had a familiar acquaintance with Washi ngton 
City. The capital, when Lord Lytton lived there~ and ·the 
capital to-day are, as the General told the Vic roy, very 
much changed. The Viceroy spok of Ev rett and Webster 
and Clay and the men he knew ; of ladies and g ntl men 
who flourished under Tyler and Fillmore, and w re I aders of 
society, but who have vani!:>hed. I t was pleasant to hear the 
Viceroy speak with so much cordiality and good feeling and 
appreciation of America, and when our talk ran into political 
questions at home, and party lines, it was gratifyi ng to hear 
him say that he could not comprehend how an Am rican who 
believed in his country could sustain any policy that did not 
confirm ::lnd consolidate the results of the war.' Whatever the 
merits of the war in th beginning, the end was to make Amer
ica an empire, to put our cou ntry among the reat nations of 
the earth. uch a position was now every merican's hcrit-
a .e, and its protect ion should be his first thought. 

Lord Lytton's administration of India will long be remem
bered. I find, in conversing with the people, that opinions 
widely differ as to its character. It wa curious to find the 
strong opinions that had been formed for and against the 
Viceroy. It showed that in India political feeling ran as high 
as at home. The Kloment the Viceroy's name is mentioned in 
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;'Illy I ndian circle you hear high praise r c'vere condemnation. 
It seemed to me that an administration of so positiv a aJ-larac
ter as .to excite these crilici ms is ure to make its impression 
on history, and not fall nerveless and dead. The criticisms 
pass d upon Lord Lytton were calculated tu raise him)n the 
e timation of those who had no feelings in J ndian affairs and 

saw only the work .he was doing. One burning objection to 
his Lordship was his d cision in a as where an Englishman 
received a nominal sentence for havin struck a native a blow 
which caused his d ath. The blow wa not intend d to kill. 
It was a hasty, pet~lant act, and the native, ailing from a dis
ease spleen, fell, and, rupturing his splc 'n, died. The courts 
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treated the matter as an ordinary case of assault and battery ; 
held taat the native would have died anyhow from the diseased 
pleen, and so allowed th matter to pass without puni$hment. 

The Viceroy interfered and put a heavy hand on the judges, 
and all offidal I ndia arose in arms. The idea . of this young 
literary man, t~i s poet, this sentimental diplomatist, com~ng 
from the salons of Paris and Lisbon to apply 4is poetic 
fancies to the tern duties of governing an empir in India- ' 
such a thing had never been known. How different this man 
from those granite statesmen who blew Sepoys from cannon 
and hanged suspicious characters and saved the empire. If 
the right, the consecrated righ t of an Englishman to beat a 
" nigger" is destroyed, then there is no 10 nger an I ndia I 
cannot exaggerate the feeling which this incident causeo. T 

heard of it in every part of India we visited. Even fron the 
case as presented by the critics of the Viceroy, it seeo;p,1 
n ble thing to do. I saw in it one of the many sigm . 
convince me that India is passing from the despotism of " 
pany, who recognized no rights but those of large di" 
and a surplus revenue, to a government b fore whom :? 

have equal justice, and which will see that the humble 
kah-wallah is as much protected as the proudest peer. 
you read the history of India, its sorrow, its shame, its 1:'1'.-':S

sion, its wrong, it is grateful to see a Viceroy resolved to do 
justice to the humblest at the expense of his popularity with 
the ruling class. 

J t was at ir Ashley Eden's entertainment that General 
Grant received intelligence that the " Richmond," whi~h he had 
been expectll1g to meet him at Ceylon, had not yet pas cd 
through the uez canal. This was a great disappointment to 
the General. b cause he hoped to have visited Ceylon and 
Madras. He had receiv d a pr ssing invitation from the uke 
of Buckingham, who gov rns Madras, as well as from the Gov
ernor of Ceylon; but to have waited for the steamer would 
have prolonged our stay for several days. The General feft 
that it would be unbecoming to trespass further upon the hosts 
who had be n so kind to him, and learning that th steamer 
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"Simla," commanded by Captain Franks, was to sail for Bur
mah at midnight, h resolved to visit Rangoon. This reso
lution left Ceylon and Madras un isited, to our regret; but it 
opened a new field of observation ' in a coun try full of interest, 
'promisin&" to be even more interesting. We had come to 
India lat , because • 
of our waiting for 
the" Richmond," 
and all the Euro
pean in I ndia who 
could go were flying 

the hills. More
er, we all felt thc 

heat so sev rely that 
neral Grant, 
an intense 
ci less trav-

ndifferent to 
li u s or the 

" 

hardt lil.'5 0 tra I, was co unting the days until we should 
traits of Malacca, and find comfort in the temperate 

.r zon • t hina and J apan. 
Icn we embarked on the" Simla" at midnight we took 

. our Ie, ve of ir Ashley, who came to say good-by. I n taking 
leave him w felt like saying good-by to India ; and the 
though' that occurr d to us all, and to no one more than Gen-

'. era] Grant, was one of grati tude for the splendid hospitality we 
had received. W e had made a rapid tour. too rapid, indeed, 
to see t •• _ country a fully as we could have wished; but from 
the tiJTle of 0 lr arrival in Bombay, as th guests of ir Richard 
Temple at Malabar Point, until we left the stately home of 

ir shley Eden in alcut ta. we received nothing but kind
ness, unvarying and considerate, and th memory of which will 
always make us feel that our resid nee in I ndia was a re . dence 
among friends. 
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CHAPTER XXX. 

CO!\'VERSATrONS WITIl GE :-< t:RAl. GRANT-HUR MAH. 

HEN mornin g came we found ourselves still steam
in g down the He ogly. \".re found the" imla" as '. 
comfortable as though it hau bee n our own yacht. 
There were no passcn gers on b ar 1 bcyond ur own 

party. aptain Franks was a young and able officer, and our 
run across the Bay of Bengal was as p1c.:asant as over a summer 
sea. The nights were so warm that it was impossible to sleep 
in our cabins, and we sought our rest lying about on the d ck. 
It adds something to the felicity of travel in the tropics to lie 
under the stars wid· the un iverse around you. The disagree
able part is the early rising, for with the dawn come the coolies 
with broom and bucket to scrub the decks. This is conducive 
to early rising, and I think we can all say that since coming 
to the tropics there has b en no morning when we have not 
seen the sun rise. But being roused at dawn was never re
ga';"ded by any of us as a hardship, except, perhap , til e doctor 

ISO 
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and the colonel, wl10se views as to the rest and nourishment 
required by the human frame are conservative. But althougTl 
this rising with .the sun breaks awkwardly upon one's slothful 
civilized habits, .it becomes in time one of the pleasures 9f the 
tropics. The n, if ever, you have what r.ool breezes come from 
the sea. You are sheltered from the imperious sun. If the 
cool ie, with his brush and broom, comes to disturb you, your 
ow n servant also comes to com fort you with a cup of tea and a 
morsel of toast, and the fresh momin a- hours are all your own , 
for reading, writing, and meditation. 

Many were the conversations which took place between 
General Grant and our party in re ference to the g reat scen es 
and events in which he ilad taken part. It was while sail
in g over · summer seas, like the Bay of Bengal, that General 
Grant fdund opportunities for recall in g a nd commenting upon 
many inciJents in the recent his tory of A merica. It seems to 
me that I can do no b ·tter service to the historian than to throw ' 
my memoranda of these conversations into permanent shape. 
There are few men more willing to converse on subjects on 
which h is acqua inted than Gen eral Grant. Th e charm of his 

lk is that it is never about anything that he does not know, 
~ and' what he does know he knows well. H e is never vindictiv , 
and never gossips, and when re ferrin g to men and things in his 
eventful career seems passionless and just. When I was in 

. Hamburg I made a synopsis of some of his conve rsations and 
sent them to the New Y01,k H erald. orne of my readers 
may remerr.ber the profound impression created by what be
came known in the newspaper literature of the time as "The 
Hamburg Interview. " Most of our journals took it up, and for 
weeks the statements it contained were the themes of comment 
and discussion. My own humble part in that publication was 
not overlooked, and I was interested in the variety of motives 
.. ssigned to me by my brethr n in the editorial profession. It 
was suggested at the time that I should take part in the 
controversy that swayed t.he country-that I should soothe 
military susceptibilities-that I should reconcile historical dif-

. ferences-that at least I should explain how it was that no bat-
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tle had been fought at Lookout Mountain, w!len perhaps the 
. most gigantic picture 0f modern times commemorated the 

event, and how it was that hiloh was not a defeat, after it had 
b en determined as such by the shoal of newspaper writers 
who floated about the gunboats at Pittsburg Landing. So far 
as these criticisms ;ere personal to myself, they did not seem 
worthy of attention. My office was that of a reporter, and so 
long as General Grant did not chal1 nge the accuracy of what 
was written it was not necessary for me to speak. 

It is possible, however, that in reprinting the e. sential parts 
of" The Hamburg Interview," and in adding to it very largely 
from my memoranda of General Grant's conversations. contro
versy may again arise. I will say, therefore, that before I 
printed "The Hamburg Interview" in Tlte H erald, the manu .. 
script was submitted to General Grant. A great deal was 
omitted in deference to his wishes. -But I make it a r\lIe in all 
my publications concerning the Gen ral, whenev r I have 
quoted him, to ask his permiss ion to print, and to ask him also 
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to revise my-report to see that I have quoted him correctly. It 
may n?t be uninteresting to add that jt was not without reluc- . 
tance that G;eneral Grant ga"O'e his consent. , This arose from 
his dislike 'to appear in print. But it seemed to me that one 
who had played so great a part in the world?s affairs should not 
pass away without being heard concerning even ts which he had 
governed, and which will live in history so long as American 
history is written. I do not claim the dignity of history for 
these conversations; I only claim that they represent the opin
ions of General Grant, and now go to the world with his knowl
edge and consent. 

J note among our conversations one memorandum concern
ing his administration. " I hear a good deal in politics about 
expediency," said the General, one day. "The only time I ever 
deliberately resolved to do an expedient thing for party rea-
ons, against my own judgment, was on the occasion of the ex

pansion or inflation bill. I never was so pressed in my life to 
do anything as to sign that bill, never. It was represented 
to mp that the veto would destroy the Republican party in 
the West; that the West and outh would combine and take 
the countr/, and agree upon some even worse plan of finance; 
r.ome plan that would mean repudiation. Monon, Logan, and 
o:her men, friends whom I respected, were elol11ent in pre
senting this view. I thought at last I would try and a e the 
party, and at the same time the credit of the nation, from the 
evils of the bill. I resolved to write a message, embodying 
my own reasoning and some of the arguments that had been 
given me, to show that the bill, as passed, did not mean ex
pansion or inflation, and that it need not affect the country's 
credit. The message was intended to soothe the East, and 
satisfy the foreign holders of the bonds. I wrote the mes
sage with' g reat care, and put in very argumpnt I could call up 
to show that the bill was harmless and would not accomplish 
what its friends ' expect d from it. WelJ, when I finished my 
wonderful mcssag , which was to do so much good to the party 
and country, I ~acl it vel', and said to myself: 'What is the 
good of all this? You do not beli ve it. You know it is not 
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true.' Throwing it aside 1 resolved-to do whal I believed to be 
ri rrht-veto the bili! 1 could l\ot," sa id tge General, smiling, 
II ~tand my own ·flrguments. While. l 'yas in this mood-and it 
was an anxiou s time with me, so' anxious that 1 could not sleep 
at niO'ht with me a most unusual circumstance- the ten days 

o ' 
were passing- in which the President must sign or veto a bill. 
On the ninth day I resolved inflexibly to veto the bill and let 
the storm come. I gave orders tha t I would see no one, and 
went into the library to write my message. enator Edmunds 
came to the \ Vhite House and said he only wanted to say one 
word. H came in looking very grave and anxious. H e said 
he wanted to speak of the inflation bill, to implore me not to 
sign it. I told him 1 was just writing a message vetoing it. 
H e rOSe a happy man, and said that was all he wanted to say, 
and left. VI. hen the ab inet, met my me sage was written. 
I did not intend askin g the advice of the Cabinet, as I k,new a 
majority would oppose the veto. I never allowed the Cabinet 
to interfere when my mind was made up, and on this question 
it was inflexibly mad up. When the Cabinet met, I a id ~hat l , 
had considered the inflation bill. r read my first message, the 
one in which I tried to make myself and everyone else believe 
what 1 knew was not true, the message which was to save the 
Republil:an party in the W est, and save the national credit in 
the East and Europe. When 1 finished reading, I said that· as 
this reasoning had not satisfied me, I hac1 written another mes
sage. I read the message of veto, sayin g that I had made up 
.W)' mind to send it in. This prev nted a debate, which I did 

• not want, as the question had passed beyond debate. There 
was only, one word changed, on the suggestion of Mr. Robeson. 
I said, if I remember, that no 'patent-medicine' scheme of printed 
money would s:iltisfy the honest sentiment of the country. 
Robeson thought the 'patent-medicine' allusion might be un
necessarily offensive to the friends of inflation. 0 I changed it, 
although I wish I had not. The country might hav accepted 
th word as a tr~le definition of the Inflation scheme. The 
message went in, and, to my surprise, I rec:eved no warmer 
commendations than from the W est. I remember one long 
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dispatch from James F. Wilson, of lov.:a, a glowing enthusiastic 
di spatch. Bristow a,!so sent me a warm dispatch, and it Was 
that dispatch, by the wa , q.s milch as anything else, that de-' 
cided me to

l offer Bristow the' Tr asury. The results of that 
,"cLO, which I awaited with apprehension, were of the most 
salutary character. It was the encouragement which it gave 
to the friends of honest money in the \Nest that revived and 
strengthened them in th e W est. You see its fruits tv-day in 
the action of the Republican Convcntion of Iowa." 

A CH"T WITII , ",Ul ,KNElt l.. 

" Notbing by the way," says the' cneral,". hows the insin
cerity of politicians mor than the course of the Democratic 
party on th t; financial question. During the var they insisted 
that the legal-tender act was unconstitutional, and that the la, 
making paper lecral tender should be repealed. Now they in J 

. '" Sist that there should pe millions of irredeemable currency in 
circulation. When the country want d paper they clamored 
for gold, now wh n we are rich enough to pay gold th y want 
paper. I am surprised that lIf writers and speakers d n t make 



suKered. 

It oply sho 5 

\AIIIIIU'''<S' action. 
," continued the General, "a~ 

Wherever our 
they have 

will be 
in about the same position as those who 
Nothingism at the time the country had that scare. 
people as honest and proud as the American~ and with so 
mll~h common sense, it is always a mistake to do a thing, not 
entirely nght for the sake of expedi ncy. \Vhen the silver bill 
was pa sed I wrote General Sherman, and advised him to sug
gest to the Secretary, his brother, the plan of paying Congress 
in sil er. I made a calculation,' . ' the General, laughing, 
.. that it would have taken about t nty wagons to h'ave car
ried ilver enough to the capital to have paid the Congressmen 
and the employ~s for one They could not ha: 
ried their pay oK As they p 
bill it was proper Id enjoy its first lU It 
would have made ridiculous. If I bd been 

silver enough for the pose, 
the Congressmen had silver at legal ra~es. The 
men who voted for the like the old Kl1owL Nothing 
leaders, '11 ~nd the of their lives in e'X.p1aiain~ 
their course. Already in the you s 'e the reaction." 

Of The question of public improvements," said tl General, 
.. is otle that must attract the attention of I 
av" been very much impressed with w 

now. You ee the repu~lc has voted one 
of dollars, as much as the German indemnity, to 
improve harbors, and :on. This is a magnifiCCr1t 
America the mistakes made in the building f the Pac:,ifj~~ 
rail ay has deterred ~ur people from going any further. 
that road had been built by our own engineers,'with the 
tem of accountability that exists in the ar millions 
have been saved. But becau~ we made a mistake theq, 
should not oppcsc all plans for developing the couDtry. 
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much thought, when I w¥ Pfesiden~ to the subject of a canal 
acrosS Central America, a smp canall;onnecting the two oceans. 
But, somehow, J h~d not influe ce enbugh with th administra
tion to make it an administratidn measure. I did all I could to 
pave the way for it. MyoId friend Admiral Amme did some> 
admirable work. Mr. Fish did not feel the same interest, but 
he did a that was necessary. There ar~ several reutes or 
such a cinal, but the best one is that through Nicaragua. The 
Lesseps plan ~annot succeed. I studied the qucst~n thor
oughly, and read all the repor~s. As a young officer I crOlWCd 
the continent on th€! Nicaragua route, aod I have no doubt that 
it is the true one. I may not live to see it (lone, but it must be 
some day. The route through Columbia is expen$ive and diffi 
cult on account of the rocks a d streams. The Panama toute 
would be difficult and expensive. There would be tunnels to 
cut. The tropical 'winter rains, and the torrents that uld 
sweep into lhe canal, carrying rocks, trees, stones, and other 
deb1'IS, WQuid make the keeping of the canal in order a costly 
businl:!ss. On the Tehuantepec route the water would have 
to be r::lised so high, by a system of locks, that it could not 
pay. Nature seems to have mane the route through Ni.c
aragua. Ammen collected an immense mass of information on 
lhl suuject, which now is in the Na~y Department. It will.be 
found of inestimable value when the time cwnes. AmmeD 
sll4lwcd great ability and industry in doing this work for n
other :;enq ation. Mr. Fish made drafts of all the treaties nec
essary witrlt Costa Rica and Nicaraglfa. He also con~dered 
and arrangetl all the questions that .might arise with oreign 
powers as to tlMi! control of the canal. nd left everything to the 
State Department ready for action w the time comes. After 
Mr. Hayer, came in, I cal d on Mr. ;varts and spe~t an hour 
with him go' over the w.he1e sub' t. telling him what we had 
done, and J~ing the xaet position in. wnich I had Ie th 
question. I ged upon him the v~ue' of the wolk. I su 
pose, however, r. HJlYes finds the same difticuky th I 
encountered, th diffieu in eresting people in the su~ect. 
But it wUl CO it III t 'tome. If e do not do it, oUr 
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children will. Th goverQments of C sta Rica nd icaragua 
are favorable. They would be the gainer. . ur capital, our 
enterprise, our industry would go in and lllak<c a garden 6n 

canal, a garden from 
sea to soo.. Coffee 
would be raised and 
other tropical crops 
enough for ur own use and to supply other 
would he a gr at gain to the Pacific coast. 
to . tan ford of the Pacific road, in th anticipation hat hi 
railroad interests would make him i'1imical to an her 
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port route, I Jound that he fav9red it. It woMd divert the 
te"l trade from China. Arrlhlen made a calculation showing 
that in the caJrying. of whe~t alone enough woulcl be saved 
to pay the interest on the eighty millions of dollars neces~ 

sar)' 'to build ~e canal. And :wheat is only one of the many 
products that ould be benefited. I estimate eighty millions 
as the rn.aJCimum figure. I counted the cost. Then I added 
twenty.five per cent. to the cost to cover waste and profit, 
then a hundred per cent. to allow for the unusual difficulties in 
the way oflabor in the tropics. It would aid in solvi the 
Chinese question. California would find a place for the Chi· 
I1c~e 1aboserS who are now worrying her. The more this ques
tion is studied the more our people will see its wisdom. Public 
opinion S ould be educated so as to press the subject upon Con
gressmen. The press could do no better work than to agitate 
the question. The only people who would be injured would 
be some of the South American States. My opinion is, it would 
add largely to the wealth of the Pacific coast, and. perhaps, 
change the whole current of the trade of the worhl. II 

An albsion was made to the differences of opinion that exi.t 
among a people as numerous as the English on great questions, 
l nd especially on the Eastem Question. "I Jid not know 
mUCRo N said the General, "about the Eastern Question until.l 
came to Europe. The more I looked into it, the m w 
drawn irresistibly to the belief that the Russian side was e 
true one. Perhaps I should say the side of r. Gladst ne. On 
the Eastern Qut=stion there is more di~rsity in England than 
elsewtere. s I was traveling throu the East, I tried hard 
to find somet ;0' in the policy of th English government to 
approve. But I could not. was h from England. and 
wanted to be i1l a with men wh Itad shown me as much 
~indness as ~ con Id and his colleagues. But it was 
Impossihlfj. ~Jand's y in the East is hard, reactionary, 
and selfish. 0 can visit thdse onderful lands on the 
Mediterraa\ean, . bout ~ what they mig be under 
good gover ent. f ot care under which flag t 
ment Rom ed. QCh, Itahan or Ru . ,its in· 
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fluence ould be fel t at OAce in the increased happiness of the 
people, toler ion to all religions, anti great prosperity. Take 
the country, for instance, that extends from Joppa to Jerusa
lem !-the plain of Sharon and the hills and valleys beyono. 
What a garden the French would make of that l Think what 
a crop of wheat could be raised there, within easy sail of the 
best markets! As I understand the Eastern Question, the 
great obstacle to the good government of these -CountrIes is 
Englaft<.l. Unless she can control them herself she will allow 

no one else. That I call a 
selfish policy. I cannot see th~ 

humanity of keeping those noble countries under a barbarous 
rule, m rely because there are apprehensions about the rpad to 
India. If England went in and took them herself I should be 
'atisfied. But if she will not, why keep other nations out? It 
seems to me that the Ea;tern Qu stion could be sett d ily 
enough if the civilizing powers of Europe were to sink til 
differences and take hold. Russia seems to be th only ~ er 
that really means to settle it, and it is a mistake of Engl 
that she has not en allowed to do llO with the general &-ym-
pathy of the world." 
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TJis.,led to; a nmlMing talk ~t the countnes of Europe 
which the General had visited. "The two . ons of my 
wur," said the General, "which, as a mere pleasure-jaunt, were 
most agreeable, were Sweden and Norway, and Egypt. If, I 
were to indicate a model European trip, I would say, Egypt in 
the winter, S eden and Norway in the summ'er. I would like 
nothing better than to take a dahabeeah and go up the Nile 
.&rex!' winter. It is the perfection of winter climate, just as 
Sweden anti Norway have the perfection of , summer climate. 
England was of course the most enjoyable part of the trip in 
other respects. It was the next thing to going home. Scot
land was especially. interesting. I enjoyed my visit to Dl.\P
robin, where thp. Duke of Sutherland lives, and also to Inver
ary, the home of the Duke of Argyle. I was prepared to like 
the Duke of Argyle from his course in our war, and I left 
Inverary with the' greatest respect and esteem for him. I met 
no man in Europe who inspired a higher feeling than the Duke. 
I received nothing but the utmost kindness from every English
man, from'the head of the nation down. Next to my own 
country, there is none I love so much as England. Some (j{ 

the newsp .. pers at hOllle invented a story to the effect that the 
Prince of Wales had been rude to me. It"Was a pure inven
Lion. J cannot conceive of tbe Prince of Wales being rude to 
any man. I met him on several occasions in Lon and 
Paris, and he treated me with the utmost courtesy and kind-
neSf." 

., Speaking of the notable men I have met in Europe," said 
General Grant. "I regard :Bismarck and Gambetta; as the 
?,reate!>t I saw good deal of Brsmarck in Berlin, and later 
In Gast in, and had long talks with httn. He impresses you 
as a great man. In some respects his maft.ner.t and his appear
ance, eSPlCuuly when you see him in profile, remind you of 
General B\O.tl Gambe Also impreslied me greatly. I as 
n?t surprised, iien 1 met him to see the power he wielded over 
Fra?c~. I sho1Ud DOt be surprised any promi he might 
~ttaln In the Nture. l ~,"ut;h pleased with the Repub>-
lican leaders in F,.n ~ *m~d a sUl1rior ~ of men. 

VOL, n. • 
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My relations with them gay me great hopes for the ruture 
the republic. They were melt apparently cjf sense. isdom, 
and moderation." 

"I remember in Gibraltar." said the General. .. talking 
with Lord apier of our Mexican war. Lord Napier said he 
understood that there was a gn;at deal of very savage fighting 
between the United States soldiers and the Mexicans. that h 
had read stories at the time of bowie-knife encounters and 
other savage performances. I told him that when we were in 
the army in Mexico we used to be amused at reading of the 

deeds of heroism attributed to officers and soldiers. none of 
which we ever saw. The Mexicans were badly commande(J. 
and there was very little hard fighting durillg that war. ,.t 1 
nothing to bf! compared with what was seen Qfterward 
own. Our soldiers had only to show the bayonet at the 
icans and th y would run. As to the bowie-knife, I do 
think one wa used during the war. It was a pity 
troops used as the Mexican soldiers were in 
I do not think a more incompetent set of officers ever 
than those who commanded the Mexicans. Wi an alllt~flM!:r'J 
eral the Mexican would make a good fight. for they 
courageous people. But I do not suppose any 
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fought • reference to which so tiany romances were invented 
as the ar in Mexico." 

.. WheA our war ended," said General' Grant," urged 
upon President Johnson an immediate invasion of Mexico. I 
am not sure whether I wrote him or not, bu~ I pressed the 
matter frequ ntly upon Mr. Johnson and Mr. Seward. You 
see, Napoleon in Mexico was really a part, and an active part, 
of the rebellion. His army was as much opposed to us lIS tbat 
of 'KirLy Smith. Even apart from his desire to establish a 
monarchy, and overthrow a friendly republic, against which 
every loyal American revolted, there was the active co-opera
tion between the French and the rebels on the Rio Grande 
which made it an act of war. I believed then, and I believe 
now, that we had ~ just cause of war with Maximilian, anti with 
Napoleon if he supported hill1-with Napoleon especially, as he 
was lh\' head of the whole business. We were so placed that 
we were bound to fight him. I sent Sheridan off to the Rio 
Grande. I sent him post haste, not giving him time to gartici
pate in the farewell review. My plan was to g ive him a. corps, 
have him cross the Rio Grande, join Juarez, and attack Ma;It
imilian. With his corps he could have walked over Mexico. 
Mr. Johnson seemed to favor my plan, but Mr. Seward was 
oppo~ed, and his opposition was decisive." 

The remark was made that such a move necessarily meant 
a war with France. 

"I suppose so," said the General. II But with the army that 
we had on '.>ath sides at the close of the war, what did we care 
for Napoleon? Uttless Napoleon surrendered his Mexican pro
~e I was for' nghting Napoleon. There never was a more. 
JU cause for war than what Napoleon gave us. With our 
amy WI! could eto as e pleased. We ~ad a VIctorious army. 
trained i. four eaR of ar, and we had the whole South to 

recruit from. d my mind when I proposed the 
advance 0 anted 0 employ and occupy the 
Southern e had deatro ed the career of tnany of 
them at home, and J them 0 go to Mexipl. I am 
sure now. I lusion. I 



l~..J CONVERSATIOi r 

that their ~votion to slave and their familiarity With 
stitution would hav.e led them to introduce slavery, or SOIIDe __ 

like it, mto Mexico, which would have been a calamity. 
my plan at the time was to induce the Southern troops to go to 
Mexico, to g0 as soldiers under Sheridan, anq remain as set
tlers. I was especially anxiolls that Kirby mith with his m
mand should go over. Kirby Smith had not surrendered, and 
I was not sure that he would not give us trouble before s.ur
rendering. Mexico seemed an outlet for the disappointed and 
dangerous elements in the South, elements brave and warlike 
and energetic enough, and with their share of the best quali-
ties of the Anglo-Saxo~ character, but irreconcilable in .. their 
hostility to the Union. As 'Our people had saved the Union 
and meant to keep it, and manage it as we liked, and not as 
they liked, it seemed to me that the best place for our defeated 
friends was Mexico. It was better for them and better for us. 
I tried to make Lee think so when he They 
would have done perhaps as great a work as has 
been done in California." 

It was suggested that Mr. Seward's 
Napoleon was his dread of another 
"No one dreaded war more th I 
I wanted. But the war would ve been national, and we 
could have united both sections under one flag. he good 
results accruing from that would in themselves have compen
sateJ for another war, even if it had come, and such a war 
as it must have been under Sheridan and his army-short, 
quick, decisive, and assuredly triumphanL We could 
marched from the Rio Grande to Mexico withollt a ..... :~ 
battle." 

In one of. our cOl\vers;;tions upon the General'$ desire 
drive Maximilian out of Mexico at the close of the Setes.aa 
war, the observation was made that Stich a wat QUIa nave 
an important bearing UpOR the fortunes of Napo1eo • 
can tell what the results would have been in Fran~" IUd ........ 

General; "but I believe .they wouldJlave been very imlVW'1~~ . 
Maximilian's life would have been saved. If Sh.erida.lil~iMl; .... 
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into MexiCo, he would of course have saved Maxitpilian. We 
should neveJ;' have consented to that unfortunate and unneces
sary execution. I don't think Napoleon could have rallied 
France into a war against us in defense of slavery. You see 
that he could not rally it against Prussia. His empire, never 
reaWy strong, would have had such a shock that it would most 
probably have fallen, as fall it did five years later, and France 
would now be a republic-minus Sedan. Mr. Seward's objec
tion to my Mexican plan cost Maximilian his life and gave the 

emperor five more years of power. ' Still. Mr. Seward may 
• h b en right. War is so terrible that I can conceive of no 

reason short of a defense of the national honor or integrity that 
can justify it." 

This leu to a conversation upon the character of the French 
en:peror and of. apoleonism generally. " I have always had," 
sauj General Grant, II an aversion to Napoleon and the whole 
famil y. When I wa$ in Denmark the Prince Imperial as 
there, and so~ Qqe ht it might b«; pleasant for me to 
meet him. 1 decliD.ed, Qg I did l'lQt want to see him or any 



or-t~~f' 
om~.o,e of the most~id~~n6~ud 
side of his military skiD I do not see a red[~nil"~H"'}l 
character. He abused France for his own ends, 

dible disasters upon his country to gratify his geI1i1i1n1 
tion I do not think any genius can excuse a crime 
The hird Napoleon was worse than the first. the 
enemy of merica and liberty. Think of the !Qi8ery he 
upon France by a' war which, under the circumstance., 
but a madman would have declared. I never doubted nO,B .. 
war would e and my sympathies at the outset 

ith Germany. I had no ill-will to the Frea_ 
to apoleon. After Sedan I thought Germany 

made peace with France, and I think that if 
been made then, in a treaty which would have ~.~~~ 

that the war was not against the French people, but a~aiJ.~\:'·1 
a ty'1lnt and his dynasty, the condition of Europe 
now be different. Germany esp cially would be in a 
condition, without being compelled to arm eyman, 
drain the country every year of its young men td arm 
France." 

.. Anyone," said the General, "who looked at the 
ti(jns of the war between Germany and France, and. who 
anything about war, could not help seeing the result. 
in my own mind doubted the result. The policy of '"~",.,.:-. 
had been to make every male over ejrrhteen years of 
under forty-five a trained soldier, enrolled in some 
When reinforcements were required the new levies •.. -.---.- .. 
the most deslJCrate work (rom the first moment of 
field. The French p":llicy under Napoleon was far 
The empire distrusted the people-never gave the 
confidence. The petJPle were not only distrust 
from the discipline of aPllS, but were r derec1as 
sible to become soldiers in an emergency. 
bY' the Germans were at 0 replac~d by en 
those who ~ad been. _bled. sustained 
if replaced, were b wete an elC_~[II 
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until they could have a fe mobths training out of the ay oj; 
a hostite fOfCe. Under these circumstances how was it possible 
for anyone on· reflectiop to doubt the result. There ex;sts,1l1'Id 
has since the foundation of our government always existed, a 
traditional friendship between our people and the French. I 
had this feeling in common with my countrymen. But I felt at 
the same time that no people had so great an interest in the 
removal of Napoleonism from France as the French people. 

10 man outside of France has a deeper interest in the success 
of the French republic than I have." 

"I never shared the apprehension felt by so many of our 
leading men," said General Grant, "as to the recognition of 
the Southern rebellion, as a Confederacy, by England or 
France. or by both. It used to be the great bugbear durillg 
the war that the Confederacy might 'be recognized. Well, 
SI1Ppos(' it had been recognized! It would not have interiered 
with Canby, or Meade, or Sherm~n, who would have kept on 
marching. I am sure I should not have drawn away from 
Richn.ond. It would not have interfered with Qur money sup
plies, as we were buying our own loans. It would 110t have 
affected supplies of men, as we did not have more than three 
per cent. of our army who were not full citizens when the war 
began. We would have gone on about the same, and ended 
about tlw same. The difference would have been with E9i
land. We could not have resisted a war with England. Such 
a war, under the conditions of the two countries, would have 
m(:ant the withdrawal of England from the American continent. 
Cal'atla would have become ours. If Sheridan, for instance, 
with ollr resources, could not have taken Canada;n thirty days 
he should have been cashiered. I don't mean this as a reflec
tion upon the patriot!sm or bravery of tht: people of Canada, 
they art' as good a people as Hve. but facts were agaiQat 
them. We have WQ n a million of men into their 

but men • war. They d have 
if you ~ at the map, 

qll.~'!t""t.,'di_ JI.!eJliiIt "\ibd~ defel)snre ts of 
~dnaau'n~~~ ks~s~ E 
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~and should ha\'e consented to a u:eaty that ·leaves lier colony 
at the mercy of another countr¥, but so it is. The is 
Eng-lisl" soldier who would risk his reputation by "attempting t 
dcfcnJ such a lin against the United States. Well, England 
might have bombarded or occupied the Atlantic cities, o~ lai<t 

them under contribution. It does not do a t~vn much ..... 'ron·_ 
bombard it, as I found out at Vicksburg. If she had OCloot~~'~ 
the dties he would have held to feed the people,. hich 
have been very expensive. If she had laid' thel}111nl~~· .a:_c 
tribution the nation would have paid the bill, and 
,"'ould have lost ten dollars for everyone she exactecJ. 



might ba blockaded our 'Coasts. Well, cannot think of any 
thing at woul~ do America r.nore good' than a. ~ea&" or two of 
effective bl~ade. It' ould create i~dustriet. thrqw us back 
upon ourselves, teach us to develop our own r~sources. We:. 
should have to smuggle in our coffp.e-we could raise our ow 
tea. It would keep our people at home. Hundreds if Qot 
thousands of privateers would have preyed upon English com
merce, as English-built ships preyed upon ours .. The war . 
would have left her carrying trade where our trade was. If 
England ere. to blockade our ports, she would succeed in 
nothing so effectively as in cutting ('Iff her own supplies of food. 
America reaily depends upon the world for nothing. England 
might have sent troops to help the South, but she would have 
to send many m~re than she did to the Crimea to have made. 
herself felt. Her soldiers would not have been as go04 as 
Lee's, because they lacked training. They would have been 
simply so many raw levies in Lee's army. So far as I wa . 
rerned I see no end to such an intt:rvention but the dest c:tieh 
of the English power on the American continent. Otiler 
nations vould have come in. The moment· England struck us, 
she would have been struck by her enemies elsewhere. It 
would have been a serious matter to have made such a war. 
far as English opinion was concerned. For these reasona I 
never feared the bugbear of intervention. I am glad it did Rot 
take place, especially glad for the sake of England. I never 
dtsired war with England. I do not want an inch of her terri
tor" nor ould I consider her American possessions worth a 
regiment of men. They are as m!1ch ours now as if they we", 
~nder our flag. I mean that they are carrying out American 
Ideas in eligion, education, and civilization. Perhaps I should 
say we are carrying out English ideas. It is the same thing, 
for we are ~e same. But the men who governed Englapd 

takil)g an active part in our war. It woa1d 
~ to us, d~truction to em. e 

.!I·~lfGlded -eur ar would have begun 
.;~ll_. of • the ~ld. That was 

ar~anditwaaama b 
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any army in the world, for ¥f at least that could be assr.m 
on the American continent." . 

On the 19th of March we had -.crossed t~e -Bay of Beng 1. 
and when the morning rose we found ourselves at the mouth 
of the river, waiting for the tide to carry us up to Rangoon. 
It was noon before we reached Rangoon. Two British men
of-war in the stream manned their yards in honor of General 
Grant. All the vessels in the stream were dressed, and our 
ja~nty little" Simla" streamed with bunting. The landin~ was 
covered with scarlet cloth, and among the decorations were 
English and American flags. All the town seemed to be out, 
and the river banks were lined with the multitude looking on 
at the pageant in passive Oriental fashion. A soon as our boat 
came to the wharf, Mr. Aitcheson, the Commis ioner, ca on 
board, accompjnied by Mr. Lei hmann, the American Vice-Con
sul, and bade the General welcome to Burmah. On landing, 
the <:rt:neral was presented to the leading citizens .and officials 
and t officers of the men-of-war, the guard of honor presepted, 
anns, and we all drove away to Government House, a pretty, 
commodious bungaluw in the suburbs, buried among trees. 
Mr. Aitcheson, our host, is one of the mos~ distinguished officers 
l the Indian service. He was for some time Foreign Secre. 
tary of Calcutta. B.urmah, however, is already one of the mOISt 
important of the British colonies in Asia, and this importance is 
not diminished by the critical relations b tween British Burmah 
and the court of the king. Consequently England requires th 
best servir:e possible in Burmah, antI as a result of her policy, 
of sending her wisest men to the most useful places, Mr . .n, ........ , .. ":" .. "'''' 

son finds himself in Rangoon. We may be said, in fact, to na·V!C,.Jj.OI! 
arrived in Burmah during a crisis, and we had read in he 
cutta papers of the deep feeling created throughout 
the atrocities of the new. king, who had murdered most 
relatives and was talking about taking off the head of 
ish Resident at Mandalay. We also read that there 
citement among the people, commotion, a un.iversal c:HIl~tIi 
tne punishment of this worthless king and th 
Upper Burmah. I e per ted to find the 
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lined with people, as at home,during an exciting election can
vass, Jamoring arainst the king, d~ma.nding the beneficent 
rule of Enghinll. I only ~w the patient, dreamy, plodding 
Asiatic, bearing his burden 
like his brethren in India, con
tent if he can assure a mess 
of rice for his food and a scrap 
of muslin for his loins. As to 
the rC&t, acc.cpt it as an axiom 
that when the moral sensibili
ties of the English statesmen 
in India become so outraged 
as to become uncontrollable 
it mean more territory. 

Our days in Rangoon were 
pleasant. The town is inter
esting. It is Asiatic, and at 
the '!>ame tim e not Indian. 
You h:!ve left Hindostan and 
clll the forn's of that vivid anrl 
cx:raordinary civilization, and 
)'uu come upon a new people. 
Here YOIl meet the inscruta-
ble John. who troubles you so • "'OW ING Y.lEI·IIANT. 

much in California, and whose fate is the gravest problem of 
Our day. You see Chinese signs on the hous s, Chinese work
meh on the s~reets, shops where you can drink toddy and smoke 
opium. This is the first ripple we have seen of that teeming 
empire oward which we are steedng. Politically Burmah is a 
part of tLc British mpire, but it is commen.i:lllyone of the out
posts of China, and from now until we leave Japan we shall be 
under the Influence of China. The Hindoos you meet are (~m. 
iadras. a different type from those 'we saw on our tour. The 

Burmese look Ii ~ Chi . to oar unskilled eyes, and It is pleas-
ant to see W ()ft t)le streets and in society. The streets 
are \\ide a&id til, like those of Philadelphi: an 
shade Over the city, on a height, wlUcb 
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you can see from, afar, is a pagoda, one of the most famous in 
Asia. It i co\'ered' with gilt, and in the evening, when we 
first saw it, the sun's rays made it dazzling . • We knew from 
the pagoda that in leaving India and coming- to Burmah we 
leave the land of Brahma and come to the land of Buddha and 
that remarkable religion called Buddhism. 

J n the sixth century before] esus Christ came upon the earth 
there lived near Benares a man whose influence has not been 
exceeded by that of any spiritual teacher known in history. 
This was akya Muni, Detter known as Buddha-" The Wise." 
He belonged to the military caste Jescended from the sun, 
whose decendants still reign in Rajpootana, among them our 
friend the Maharajah of ] eyporc. Sakya 1\1 uni was the son 
of a prince who reigned in a small territory about a hundred 
miles north of Benares. He was not a priest, but, on the con
trary, belonged to a class upon which the priests looked clown 
-the "military class," who govcrneJ states and commanded. 
armies. He lived until he was thirty, as such princes are apt 
to clo, eking pleasure and excitement, ever ready for the camp 
or the chase. There came upon akya Muni in his thirtieth 
year a sense of unworthiness-a feeling that there were better 
things than physical gratification. He became an enthusiast, 
and, like Loyola, dedicated himself to religion-to the practice 
of the most severe forms of asceticism. Christian monasticism 
is pale in its exactions when comparee! with. what an Indian 
devotee will undergo. To sit under a tree wi r111 uplifted 
for years until the member shrinks and with rs, to lie on the 
gruund under the rain and sun; to stand all Jay on one foot; to 
go naked in winter and summer; to accept death in the most 
cru I forms, walking to a funeral pile and lying down among 
the flames; to live in tr.e woods and the jungle, subsisting on 
roots and fruits and leaves-these are. among the methods of 
the devotion which Sakya Muni embraced. He sat down 
under a tree and there remained in meditation for five years. 
He thought of the sins and sorrows of the world, its vanity 
and selfishness, the canker of ambition, the shame of vice. 
of th immorality of priests, the disrespect shown to sacred 
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things, and the general unsettling of all goodness and virtue. 
For five years he remained in silence, in seclusion, with no 
roof but the tree, exiled from court and palace and throne 
and the attraction of it military career. During these years of 
meditation h devised a new faith, and rising journeyed to 
Benares, the lioly city, and preached his faith. The essential 
principle was that man by meditation might nHlke himself so 
holy as to come into the possession of that knowledge wh ich 

ATHLlrnc !-o1'nHTS. 

~od ollly be;;tows upon the most holy, and which raises the man 
himself to the rank of deity. In other worps, that man by 
gooJness might become God. 

MallY dogmas have been proclaimed by the various religious 
tcach~r5 who hav arisen from a to age to control and lead 
mankllltl. But I know of non mar daring or more fa inating 
than this w!1ich came to akya Muni as he sat' under hi tree, 
that man by virtu and holiness may make hims If G d. He 
became at the p.nd of five years Buddha, and in this character, as 
the human expre sion of deity, visited Benares. For forty-five 
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years he preached his faith in Benares, and from place to place 
. throughout India, making con erts, encouraging disciples, plant
ing the se!':ds of his religion, until when he died he had won a 
divine recognition, and his religion was so firmly planted that 
for centuries it was the religion of one-haIr the human race. 
Even no\..-. al though the Brahmins haye expelled it from a 
greater part of India, you find it here in Burmah; and you know 
that it rules in China. in Thibet, in ] apan, and is, perhaps, the 
dominant religion of the \\rorld. What is pleasant to know ill 
the progress of this faith is that no blood was ever shed to ell
forlee it. Mohammed founded a creed and an empir~ but he 
carried his religion at the point of his sword. Sakya Muni, 
like] esu!; Christ, was content with preaching and teaching, and, 
apart from the blasphemy which Christians see. in the tejectibn 
of the deity, his teachings form a coml1lendable code of moral 
law. Subtle expounders of these teachings have changed this 
law. Some believe in a Supreme Being. an eternal God, who 
remains in a state of everlasting repose--no t an active and an 
angry God like that of the Jews, who slew enemies and visited 
his punishments upon the third and fourth gen rations of those 
who disobeyed the commandments. Others believe that this 
Supreme Being is only another name for nature, and that with 
him is a second deity associated, something like the Father and 

• Son in our own H oly Trinity. These two gods unite and form 
a third being, who created the world, thu<; shadowing forth ill 
a startling manner the mystery of the Trinity, and showing that 
the idea of the Trinity had been dimly seen by good men of 
the Indian race before our Saviour preached it. The Jeading 
theory in the Butfdhist faith is repose, that with repose there 
may be meditation, and from meditation felicity. Another 
dogma is that there wt.r~ other Buddhas before akya Muni; 
that each Buddha belonged to a separate world; that Sakya 
Muni's world will last five thousand years, when another will 
come and bring a new world with him. ln this dogma one sees 
th doctrine of geological ages-of a Messiah coming again
of the destruction of th e world. Each world Jeads into a higher 
stage of existence, so that even the exponents of Darwin's 
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theory of evolution may find that its essential ,principle was 
thought out more than two thousand years ago by an Indian 
prince sitting under a tree. 1;,here are many variations of this 
faith, the most important of which is that there are stages of 
moral development. men rising into higher g rades of felicity by 
the sanctity of their lives. 0 one has e::ver succeeded in reach· 
ing to the knowledge which came to Sakya Muni, the profes. 
sion of which is the creed of every Buddhist. Ther~ are various 
translatiol1s of this creed, which one finds written over the 
tenlple~-" All things proceed from cause. Their cause hath 
Buddha.exp ain ed. Buddha hath al'io explained the causes of 
the cessation of existence." This lacks the ringins-, martial 
force of the creed of Islam-" There:: is no God but God, and 
Mohammed is his prophet." It wants the supreme, majestic 
declaratiun recorded in the Hebrew Scriptures-" I am that I 
am." It fails ill that lofty beauty with which John records the 
creed of ChI istians-" In the beg inning was the W ord, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was God. The same was 
In the beginning with God. All things were made by him; and 
withnllt him was not anything made that ,vas made. In him 
was lif,,; al,d the life was the light of men. " But one notes a 
resemblance between th two creeds- the one of Buddha and 
that (If John. Each recognizes the beginning of thin g~, the 
Divinity which then reigned, and the end of things over which 
Divinity will reig n; and the mystery which a rose from the 
methtations' of the Indian prince, as well as that which was 
revea1(·d to the b loved disci pI!'!, is the mystery which to
day possesses and perplexes e\'ery hristian soul, and which 
will only be, '-nown in that day when all things re made 
clear. 

There are other phases in the Buddhi!>t faith which are 
\\,(~rthy of mention. Th in titution of caste, upon which the 
.Hlndo9 faith and the whole st Icture of Hindoo society rest, 
IS not known in Buddhism. There is no pri stly cia s like the 
~rahmins, claiming grotesque, selfish, and extraordinary priv
~~~es, descending from father to son; claiming honors almost 

Ivme, and teaching that all the good things of the world are. 
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especially Intooded for the Brahmin. The priests, like those 
in the Catholic Church, are taken from any rank in life. They 
do not marry. They deny themselves aJl pleasures of sens 

TlfE J.tltMCUI A RC liII'ELAGO. 

live a monastic life, dress in yellow gowns-yellow being a 
sacred color-shave th ir heads and beards, and walk bar~
footed. They live in common, eat in common. Wh n they 
sleep it is in a sitting.postur. They go to chu rch, pray, chant 
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hymns, make offerings to their gods-principal among them a 
statue of Buddha, sometimes alone, sometimes with his dis
ciples. The stahle df Buddha holds the same position in the 
temples of his faith that the statue of Oll ~ Saviour holds in the 
Catlrolic churches. As you go into these temples you are im
pressed wah other forms of resemblance between the two 
systems of worship. The priests go in procession. They chant 
hymns and prayers and burn incense. They carry strings of 
beads lik~ the rosary, which they cOllnt and fumbl e as they say 
their prayers. There is no single solemn ceremony like the 
sacrifice of the mass. Priests and jJeople kneel before the 
images, surrounded with blazing waxlights, the air heavy with 
incense. They pray together, the priests only known by the 
yellow gowns. They pray kneeling, with clasped uplifted hands. 
Sometimes they hold in their hands a 'rose, or a morsel of rice, 
or a fragn1F~nt of bread as an offering. During their prayers 
they frequently bend their bodies so that the face touches the 
ground. They have convents for women. The temples are 
places of rest and refuge. Hither come the unfortunate, the 
poor, the needy, the halt, the blind, the belated traveller. All 
are received and all are given food and alms. As YOLl walk into 
the templt:s it is generally through a lane of unfortunate", in all 
stages of squalor and wretchedness, abandoned by the world. 
Trays or basins of iron are stretche.d along the road, in which 
attendants pour uncooked rice. Animal life is held sacred, and 
a buddhist temple looks like a harnyarcl, a village pound, and a 
church combined. Cows, parrots, monkeys, dogs, beggars, 
children, priests, sight-seers, devotees-all mingle and blend on 
a footing uf friendliness, the animals fearing no harm, the men 
m~aning- none. A . Buddhist priest will Dot kill an animal. 
HIs sacrifices do not involve bloodshed. Before he sits on the 
ground he will carefully brush it, least he might unwittingly 
crush an ant or a worm. This re p ct for animal life is so 
strong that some pri sts will wear a gauze cloth over mouth 
~nd nostril least they inadvertently inhale some of the smaller 
InSects which live in the air. I am curious to know what would 
become of this tenet of their religion if they were to examine 

VOL. 1I.-12 
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the air or water with a microscope. I am afraid the discoveries 
of the microscope would bring sorrow and shame to thousands 
of believing souls. 

Our first visit was to the famous pagoda which rests upon 
R~ngoon like a crowl} of gold, its burnished splendor seen from 
afar. The pagoda is in the center of a park of about two 
acres, around which arc fortifications. These fortifications were 
defended by the Burmese during their war with the English, 
and in the e\·ent of a sudden outbreak, or a mutiny, or a war, 
would at once be occupied. During the Burmese wars the 

pagoda was always used as a fort, and now, in the event of an 
alarm, or an invasion, or a mutiny, the troops and people would 
at once take possessi n. Ever since that h~rrible Sunday after
noon in Meerut, when .. he Sepoys broke out of their barracks, 
burn ed every house and butchered every woman and child in 
the European quarter, all these Asiatic settlements have a place 
of refuge to which the population can fly. A small guard was 
on duty as we passed up the ragged steps that. led to the 
pagoda. There was an ascent of seventy-five feet up a series of 
steps-a gentle and not a tirewme ascent if you looked carefully 
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and did not stumble among the jagged and crumbling stones. 
011 either side of the way were devotees at prayers, or beggars 
wai ting for their rice, or booths where you could buy false 
pearls, imitation diamonds, beads, packages of gold-leaf, flowers, 
and cakes. The trinkets and flow ers are given as offerings to 
Buddha. The gold-leaf is sold for acts of picty. If the devout 
Buddhist has a little mon ey he lays it out on the pagoda. H e 
buys a package of the gold-leaf and covers with it some dingy 
spot on the pagoda, and adds his mite to the glo ry of the 
temple. No one is so poor that he cannot make some offering. 
We observc: cl several devout Buddh ists at work patching the 
temple with the ir gold-foil. On the top of the temple is an 
umbrella or cap covered with precious stones. This was a 
royal offering, and was placed here some years since with great 
pomp. 

Intpresting, however, as Rangoon has been in its relig ious • 
aspect, it was even more so as an illustration of the growth of 
~n Asiatic colony under the rule of Great Britain. \Vh n Bur
mah was taken by the British it was believed that the East India 
Company \ ould find it a. costly and useless acquisition. Now 
it is one of the most valuable of the colonies, presenting a good 
field for capi tal and enterprise. Property is secure; the climate, 
undLr the sanitary regulations, as good as in any of the tropics, 
and labor is very cheap. The rice crop is the larges t, reaching 
nearl) 2.500.000 acres. About six-sevenths of th e soil"under cul
til';ltioll is g iven to rice. Then comes tobacco, the betel-nut, and 
the Il<lllana. Unsuccessful fforts have been made to ra ise wheat, 
flax, and tea. Petr.oleum exists, althou gh the New York brand 
~\"as Stt'n in every village we visited. There are mines of lead, 
~ roll. copper, antimony, and tin. But as all the mines yielded 
10 18;7 only $30 ,000, they must be largely developed; but 
they add to the resources of the orovince. For generations 
there has lleen a trade in rubies and sapph ires, gold and silver, 
ant! one of the titles of the king is the" Proprietor of the Mines 
of the R\lbies. Gold, and Silver." These mines are undeveloped, 
and th . ere IS no correct knowledge of their value. The growth 
of Burl11alt, and especially the position of Rangoon, as the com-
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mercial cent r, made a deep impres ion upon General rant, who 
find no part of hi visit to A ia so interesting as the tudy f 
the r ources of th se countries and the possibilitie of advancing 
Am rican commerce. There is no subject. the eneral thinks, 
more worthy of our attention as a nation than the d velopment 
of thi commerce in the East. Practically w have no plac in 
th se markets. If our merchandi e com s at all, it is in English 
ship. mericans who come to Asia see the fruits of American 

industry and capital, 
pay a tax to England 

f En rlish bu . in s. 
Briti. h I ndia, and th 

hich before they en ter the mark ·t mu t 

in th shape of freights 3IId the pr fit 
The whole trade is with reat Britain, 

Th Burmah trade 



POSSIBILITIES FOR TRADE. 181 

silks are also principal articles. The United States sent direct 
only forty dollars' worth of provisions. Even the petroleum 
came under other flags. The exp9rts during the same time 
were rice, raw caoutchouc, a little cotton, raw hides, cutch, and 
jewelry-not an ounce going to the United States. Rice 
pays an expoll duty, which seems to be a hardship. Of course 
the fact that the British government rules Burmah aids largely 
in the monopoly of the trade. But the ports are as free to 
American ships as Liverpool and Cardiff. General Grant, 
speaking of these facts, and of the impression made upon him 
by British India, said he kn'ew of no point which offered as good 
an opening for American enterprise as Rangoon. The prin
cipal articles of export-rice and hides-are always in de
mand ;n the United States. This gives a basis for trade upon 
which you can rely. The articles which Burmah receives can 
be manufactured as cheaply in America as in England. There 
is n reason why in cotton goods we could not surpass Eng
laud, as we have our own cotton and our own labor. To meet 
this demand it i necessary to study the riental taste-what 
the native., fancy in the way of color, texture, and decoration. 
The English manufacturers send to the Ea t for Oriental pat
t~rn<; and reproduce them. Ingenious men sometimes crpate a 
market. and there are no people more impressible than the 
Orientals. ome time ago the king put a new top on the 
pagoda. The occasion was observed as a fete. n enterprtslOO" 
dealer had a cheap calico handkerchief printed with a cut of 
the pagoda as it appeared with the new top, and opened hi 
consignment in time for the fete. The result was that all Bu!' 
mah ran afler this handkerchief. Another article that ~ould be 
importee! from America so as to become a c nstant trade i ice. 
Ice is made by m chinery; but it i poor, dear, and un atisf: c
tory, and th machin i always getting out of order. Ice i 
a necessity in th tropics all th year round. An ice famine i 
one ~ the greatest calamitic t at can befall a Europ an com
mUnity. If proper hou . were built f, r toring the ic it c uld 
be made a st atly and profitable trade. Then we hay petro
leum and that infinit~ v riely f knick-fnacks called Yankee 
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notions. A trade based on those articles, established in Ran
goon, would supply Burmah, permeate Upper Burmah, Siam, 
and China, and make its w.ay into the islands and settlements. 

I throw out these ideas for any of my enterprising readers 
who care to seize an opportunity, even if they come to Asia to 
find one, and because it is a part of that interesting subject 
which now appears to be occupying the attention of our govern
ment-the extension of American trade. If, as Mr. Gladstone 
says, America is passing England in a canter in the race for 

1,J Ptl ''''' 1111:1. n: 1f'1ea.. 

commercial supremacy. the rime would seem to b at hand 
when we should do something in Asia. To do this we should 
iocrease and strengthen our consular service. W should hav 
as consular agents Americans, or gen t) men whose int rest ar 
in th development of American trade. ur con uls out here, 
so far as f have seen them, arc go d men, and you ~outd not 

i h a tier American, or one mor aliv t th bu in s in-
ter s of th nation than th onsul- eneral for ritish India, 

r 1 Litchfield. ut in Rangoon ve have a memb r of an 
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English firm-a gentleman who has never been in the United 
tates-a most worthy man, but not interested in American 

trade. The reason he has been appointed is because there are 
no Americans in Rangoon but the miss ionaries" and in charac
ter, social standing, and so Olj, the appointment is a good one. 
The point I am makin g is, that the consular representatives of a 
great nation like America should have its own people looking 
after its own affairs. Englishmen know little and care 1 ss 
about our trade, and the governmen t should do its part toward 
extending our commerce in the East by putting our interests in 
American hands; private enterprise will do the rest; and I am 
giving not merely my own opinion, which is /l othi ng. but that 
of one whose judgment em such Jllatters is surpassed by none 
other of our statesmen, when I say that no country in the East 
is more worthy of the attention of ou r merchants than Burmah ; 
that the harvest is ripe, and whoever comes in will reap a hlln
drecl- fold. 
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CHAPTER XXXI. 

THE STRAITS OF M.(\LACCA. 

FTER leaving Rangoon we ran across to the little 
town of Moulmain. H ere General Grant and party 
were received by Colonel Duff, the British Com
miSSioner. There \Va'; a g-uard of honor at the 

wharf, and a gathering of what appeared to be the whole town. 
The evening after we arrived there was a dinner g iven by the 
Moulmain Volunteer Rifles, a militia organization composed 
of the m rchants of Moulmain and young men in the s rvice 
of the government . This dinner was given in the m ss-room of 
the com!Juny, a little bungalow in the outski rts of the town. 
The next morning there was a visit to the wood-yards, where 
teak wood is sawed and sent as an articl of commerce into 
various c~untries. The teak tree is a feature in the commerce 
and the industry of the peninsula, and is said to be the most 
durable timber in .Asia. The Javanese name for teak illus
trates its character, meaning true, real, genuine. It is only 
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found in a few places, being quite unknown in parts of India 
and the adjoining islands. Most of the wood comes, I was 
told, from J ava, and we found in Moulmain and Rangoon large 
and flourishing industries devoted to teak. What most inter
ested us in our visit to the yanls was the manner in which the 
elephant is used as an animal of burden. 

We have seen more or less of the elephant in our Indian 
travels, but always under circumstances to inspire respect
petted, decorated with joyous trappings in the suite of a rajah, 
or as a war animal in the British army. It seemed like a 
degradation to see an animal holding so high a place in our 
imagination hauling logs around a lumber yard. The ele
phant on the peninsula is a more amiable creature than his 
brother in Afr~ca, and all through the Malay peninsula he 
serves as a beast of burden. In Ceylon and some parts of 
Indi~ he has done duty as game, but the Indian government 
has interfered and prevented the killing of the elephant, or even 
capturing him in his wild state except by permission of the 
authorities and for specified useful purposes. The extent to 
which the elephant can be trained is remarkable. His stren h 
is enormous, and to this power he adds intelligence. He will 
lift the largest teak logs, and teak is among the heaviest of 
woods, and arrange them in piles. He will push a log with his 
foot against the saw, and carry the sawed wood in his tusks or 
his trunk. In all these maneuvers he is directed by the mahout, 
vho sits on his neck and manages him with a goad, or more 
generally by a word. ometimes an elephant is so wild and 
untamable as to be dangerous, and yet he will serve his mas
ters. We saw one animal, who was pushing logs about, who 
had Killed four or five of the workmen. He was kept in order 
by a lad who carried a sharp spear keeping the spear always 
~ear the elephant' eye. T e elephant submitted to the moral 
tnfluencl' of a pointed blade in the hands of a puny boy. 

The spear is really only a motal influence. If the elephant 
really wished to attack the keepers a spear would be of little 
use beyond a stab or two. The memory of thes stabs, 
however, was as effectiv to the e1 phant as chains or thongs, 
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and he rolled his logs about in the most submissive man
ner. The manner in which the elephant kill a victim is to 
ru h upon and trample him, or to throw him in th air with 
the trunk and trample him when he falls. The animal has im-

IN THE TROPICS. 

mense power in the trunk, delicacy and precision in touch, as 
w II as crushing strength. He will pick up a banana or a wisp 
of grass as surely as a log. The difficulty about using the ele
phant as we saw it used is the cost. He is an expensive animal, 
and the cost of supplying him with fruit or bread is large. This 
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cost is diminished at such places as Moulmain or Rangoon by 
allowing him to roam in the jungle and eat branches and leaves, 
just as we turn the horse loose on the village common. Even 
this, however, is attended with trouble, for the elephant will 
somctimcs wander into the jungle and not return. In that case 
the tamer elephan ts are sent after, who capture and punish the 
recusant brute. There is no efficient way of punishing the 
elephant except by the aid of other elephants. A few days be
fore we came to Rangoon one of the an imals demurred to go 
on a boat. Two others were marched up, and, undcr the direc
tions of the mahout, they pounded the resisting animal with 
their trunks until, for his life's sake, he was g lad to embark. 
Elephan ts learn the ways of civilizcd labor. When the bell 
rings for dinner he will drop his log and march away. If he 
has been trained to rest on Sunday, no power can make him 
work on the seventh day of rest. He must have that day for 
his frolic in the jungle. As a general thing the elephant never 
becomes really dangerous except at periodical times. There 
is a belief that he will not breed in captivity; but this is not 
borr"" out by the experiences of those who own elephants in 
Burmah. s labor-saving machin ery is ' introduced, the use of 
the elephant is abandoned, and in a short time J suppose he 
will be given up altogether as a laborer in lumber yards and 
saw-mills. 

On March 2 th we came to Penang. I t was necessary for 
us to advance slowly on account of the narrow channels and 
treacherous current. The authorities received General Grant 
with great distinction, regretting they could not fire a salute 
because of the serious illness of a British officer in-the fort. 
Mr. Borie did n9t feel equal to the task of the long drive to 
the Government House On the 29th of March there was a 
reception at the town-hall. Addresses were presented to 
General Grant by the British residents and the Chinese. 

l'enang is a British i land, embraced in the colony known 
as the traits Settlements. and is under the rule of the Gover
nor oJ ingapore. I t is on the western end of the traits of 
Malacca, and in north latitude SO 25', east longitude 1000 21'. 




