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reéent ne“s from his m: commy and Peru, which he was desirous
of hearing. He spoke much of the deprivation he suffered by a sepa-
ration from his family, and from the want of socﬂy, but uttered not a
“word of complaint against his enemies. #
He ¥ives in a small cottage om the bank of therharbour at Papletx,
where he is highly respected ; his manner and whgle deportment are
gentlemanly ; he is tall and robust, with a florid complexion, and
appears about, fifty-five' years of age. In the chapter on Chili, his
public acts have been sufficiently enlarged upon; and although his
political eourse may havesbeen fauch condemned, I can bear testimony
to the high estimation in which his private character is hehi in his
Wmntry e

There are many pretty walks about Tahiti; the small streams, flow-
ing through luxuriant woods, add much to its beauty ; these run bubbling
along to the séa, passing many cool and pleasant places : their entrances
are usually closed up by th® natives, for the purpose of taking fish, a sort
of dam being constructed, over which the waters flow, and the natives,
standing on the outside up to \their waists in water, are often
seen taking the fish in- bam Mch by Mr Agate is charac-

gl

#Qntm—ﬁng‘at Tahiti.’oﬁndeed at any of the islands, respect is natu-, k
lly due to th d‘iefs; this, T amusﬁmd wal"felt’by us all; but ong~




“not m keeping with
doj justice to,—Hitoti. He maintaised the character given him by
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beforg Qallmg we became dlsgusted w:th seemg these large and ¥

looking men passing frow ship to ship, even mcludu% Paofai himself, dills
sohcmng foul linen wmh, and performing other services that were
rank. There is one, however, whom I must

Captain Beechey. I was much pleased with his whole deportment on
his visit to me, and also when I saw him at his own house ; he paid but

* two visits to the ship, and those within a day or two of .our departure.

That he did not visit the vessels before, was in order, as was supposed,
to avoid the suspicion of trespassing bn our liberality ; he refused to
aceept any presents, and would only drink wine when requested, per-
formmg all the little couriesies of the table with grace and politeness.
"On his visit to the Peacock, Lieatenant Emmons and Mr. Hale being
the only gentlemen on board, received him with the attentions due his
rank; when taking leave, he requested to know their names, which
were given to him in English orthography; he at once took out his
peneil, and -with great readiness wrote them in the Tahitian dialect, as

- i Eeatnt and « Helavil”

“ Dr. Pickering and Mr. €outhouy being desirous of making another
attempt to reach the top of Orohena, I willingly gave them the longest
leave possible, to efiect their object. They determined on attempting
the ascent of the ridge leading directly up from Matavai Bay, as the
one that had appeared to thefn most practicable.  Lewis Sacket, who
has already been spoken of, was again their interpreter ; for guide, Mr.
‘Wilson recommended an old man by the name of Vahaore, who was
M to be the only person now living who had visited the top of Oro-
hena ; ; in this selection they were fortunate: Vahaore had been in his
youth a great 'warrior, and his looks did not belie it; he was of the

. wmiddle size, thin and sinewy, and with a fine eye; although past sixty -

years of age, he had scarcely a gray hair; his gait was firm and his
carriage erect; he was constant in his attention, to his duhes, and
rarely spoke unless relative to his business.

After the guides had been engaged, our gentlemen passed the night
in a native house elose by, ready to start at an early hour. At day-
light, Vahaore and his son were provided with ropes; fhe reason the

~ old man gawm 'laklng his son was that hé might be able to learn the
~ way. They now set
~ point than at anywm“

3 qglt_,aﬁﬂ %'b,y nine o’elock had reached a hxghor




look dlmnmozpﬁa&emh sade to. Mof &Mousand feet. ..
Plants that were below of small size here ‘grevg into large woody
shrubn, mngmxa species of Epm was found . growing luxuri-
antly along thg &W:lf the ridges, and magmﬁoent arborescent ferns
- en. tbe ‘mountain sides, some of them forty feet in height; another
 was seen whose frondsswere more than twenty feet in length.
Mmmps&wu much impeded by the tangled ferns and wiry grass
- (Gleichenia), which it was impossible to get through mth.ﬂ;;g&mmd

theycmlﬁ mcamp, or any chance of reaching a point suitable for

passing the night in, by the advice of Vahaore they allogved him to

look for one. The mountain top was still estimated to be six miles

distant ; they had little doubt that it could be*ascended by following the -

ridge, and it was thought that they could accomplish the task if time
_permitted. The day was fine, and they enjoyed a view. of the whole
mountain, whieh appeared as if it were the centre, from which the
different ridges of the island radiate in tefl or twelve directions towards
the coast, having deep and narrow valleys between them, through

which the mountain torrents rush; these valleys spread out as they -

approach the coast, and the ridges become mm,;mnded mj
accessxble.

a place where they might pass the night, which he thought

listant. He therefore immediately began to break a mid wh:ch he
inued for abqut a quarter of a mile along the ndgm *He ‘then
~ reached a place where the descent might be made, which,

to. alL,p_.ppearances, presentod ‘as few facnhues for &QW as M‘y

where they eould‘

of a knife or a hatchet. They had now reached four thousand five b 3
W feet, the highest point yet attained, according to the guide, by
white men ; two o’clock had arrived, and as there was no place where =

s



n headlong by. In this, Vahaore amuses
port in which he was expert, and w)nch he per- -
ng mw having found a small basin at thesfoot i
ﬁch an eel was conaealed, he placedea lawm ﬂatmtona &' '

as]; "f\"aspxt,andbya
jerk threw it thxrty or forty feet ~mwm""woods, where he
secured it. In this manner, twoseels were taken, nearly four foet
' ,and as thick as a man's arm. - The eels were not skinned,
but M}ly cleaned and washed ; they were then wrappedm ]m g
d cooked in the usual Polynesian manner. Thus prep:
proved a great delicacy. These eels, although much esteeme&ﬁytw'
natives, appear to be almost unknown to the white residents. s
W 1dea of ascendmrr the peak was now abandone -‘:

SSe ,seweral spum.of the main ridge; about noon they again halted,
d employed themselves*in making collections, while Vahaore again
| t a fishing. He soon returned with three eels, the largest of which
§kas upwards of three feet in length. These eels are of a uniform'dark
~ olive colour on the back, which passes on the belly to a dirty white. «
Early in the afternoon they reached the loweﬁ'hlley, with the stream
called Papamatxa, am& ty yards wide, ud from two to ,three

feet high. 'T, epnrtymhedw i Bay a
t our gentlemcn ﬁullowad is consitle#e& by t
ff



- were found hot, nor were any wa

P

~ the abode of the foreign consuls. ,"
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This excursion furnished more full information in relation to the
geological structure of the island than had befor obtained. This
is exclusively volcanic, and the rocks are elthc ompact basalts, or
conglomerates of basalt and tufa, although no ‘active voleano exists,
nor any well-defined crater, unléts Lake Waiherea can be considered
as one. Through these rocks olivine and pyromene are copiously
disseminated ; cellular lava was found in some places, but neither
pummice nor yobsidian; quartz and mica were not observed, nor any
carbonate of lime, except in the form of coral rock.

* There is no conformity® betw®en the rocks of the centre of the island
and those which in most places extend inwards for a few miles from

‘the coast. The former are usually compact, of columnar structure,

and exhibit no appearance of horizontal stratification ; the latter lie in
horizontal layers, composed of scoriaceous and vesicular lava. In both
of these structures, singular twistings and contortions were observed.
Many dikes were seen to occur, not only in the mountains, but near
the sea-coast ; " these were from three to six feet in width. o

All the rocks of the island appear to be undergoing rapid decompo-
sition. Even in places where the rock setmed to have retained its
original form of sharp edges and pointed pinnacles, it was found so
soft, to the depth of a foot or more, as to crumble in the hand. The
earth thus formed varies in colour from that of Indian red to a light
ochrey tint; in consequence, many of the hills are of a red hue, and
one immediately behind Papieti, takes its name (Red Hill) from this
appearance.

This decomposed earthy matter, mixed with the abundant decayed
vegetation of a tropical climate, forms, as may be readily imagined, a
soil of the greatest fertility, adapted to every kind of cultivation. On
the higher grounds, the soil thus constituted has the character of a
clay, and is in wet weather slippery and unctuous ; in lower positions
it is mixed with ligne derived from coral and shells, which often tends
to augment its fertility.

- Iron abounds throughout ; on the mountains to such an extent that

_compasses were found of little use from the local attraction by which =
 they, were afi€cted ; and on the shore, the sand was eompoaed in parl
of iron, which could be sepugtfd by the magnet.

- Water gushes out near the cdyst in coplous springs, but none of thhm

springs reported to exist.
- Papieti, in whose harbour we wd¢ now lymg, is one of the large
mllages on the island; being the : .

>YQeign residents are atso,b for
thv M‘ ,part, collected here Among faﬂ its dweihngs, thc roya]

g
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resldence; and the house of Mr, *Pntchand, are the only ones which
possess the luxury of glazed windows. The houses of the foreigners
are scattered alon&e beach, or built immediately behind it.

. The bay of Papﬁetl is the safest, and its port affords the greatest
facilities for the repair and supply of vessels, of any belonging to the

island, . For the fisst purpose a whar{ and warehousé have been con-

structed, which are let to those who wish to use them. We occupied
them for ten days, for which we paid thirty dollars. The tender was
hove out at the wharf, and her equipment secured in the warchouse.
A limited supply of ships’ stores and “chandlery is kept for sale, and
may also be purchased from the vessels which frequent the port.

- The greater part of the commercial business of Tahiti is transacted
here, whither the articles for export from other parts of the island are
brought to be re-shipped. The number of vessels which visit this port
~ annually, is about sixty, of which the largest portion are whalers ; the

remamder are transient merchantmen, or regular traders from New

th Walgs. The latter bring cotton fabrics, which they exchange
Yor: eﬂgar, molasses, arrow-root, and cocoa-nut oil. The value of the
‘ c;porta in this direction i§*supposed to be about $35,000.
- The amount of American manufactured goods imported into the
Jisland is estimated at an equal sum; they find their way here in
transient ships from the coast of South America, and the supplies
furnished our whale-ships art generally paid in American goods.

It is almost impossible, in the absence of all statistics, to arrive at

any correct statement of the amount of foreign manufactures annually
“consumed here; but the quantity is evidently on the increase.

By a regulation of the colonial government of New South Wales,
Tahitian vessels are allowed to enter their ports on the same footing
wiithe English. There are several vessels engaged in the trade, and
ot€rs building.

The position of this xsland in the vncmxty of the cruwmg~ground of
our whale-ships, and the resources it possesses for supplying shlppmg,
make it a desirable point of rendezvous.

v i e following statement will show the number and value of Ame» 7 ;

~ rican vessels vxsmng this island in the years. 1836, ’37, &nd "88. ‘sl




; ms were, hm Ssd on errone
~ ably fat too high, there is 1. doumu

d by Europeans, the population fdﬁhe last:
rly stationary; the births and dm—ﬂo
numbers. -

_ch change in the character and habits ¢
: ‘ ‘none in their apparent numbers.
J a.hm tduel m appear to be afflicted by many dise
Mﬁnﬁoﬂmﬂm foreign ships, and among others, the
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mqmtted, bat did not dwmxss ‘him wiﬁ!ﬁlit‘ a mfmﬁ
: maé uimonmon. It &ppeared that although not guiityﬂf M

ion has ‘Wé a great change within a few years, fromli‘

ion of the guava, which has overrun the lower plain; the

: has not ‘only suffered, but to its destructive effects are

revils. Ten years prior to our visit, about which time
mtroduoed by the miwommes, the plain, from the sea

and ho#'"‘% is over-




Mr. Henry informedhe that
east side of the u!and




ng the °d83 d;:mdge not more th#n ‘two or three feet in width,
t m each side an abyss two thousand feet. de%m from this
: south, Mount. .Aoru seemed a conical M m as xtn_ 2

Jast they reached the summit, where they found barely
sround. The ridge continued for only a short distance




.oke it Mm byc' ting their hodm’
MWhaJMurww

ence the light was al
-Mfewhpozdrywbamem
' ' discom-

; ' pmm in the geoiogy of the island. He found upon“% 3
‘summit neither corals nor « screw-shells,” which vague rumours have
long located on the top of the Tahitian mountains. Every one who
has visited this island has probably heard that such formations exist in
~ these lofty positions ; but the report rests wholly on nahv&'um s
" Moera, the guide who accompanied the party, and who resides '“n' i
One-Tree Hill, insisted that he had seen both, and promis 0
them. On reaching the summit, hebegand:ggmg and th
_pul‘tyudad him. He soon brouxhtnpwhﬂhe called cor:
“proved to be a grayish trachytic rock ; and, although he continued: tc
dig for some time longer, k&‘mﬂdﬁnﬂ nethmg which he could veﬁﬁﬂ
to exhibit as screw-shells. A
In their descent from Mount Aom they followed the wesﬁem side
of the valley of Papoa, along a narrow ledge, similar to that by whlch
 they had ascended. After proceeding for two hours they reached a
 small plmﬁgnwhneh speedxly narrowed to a mere edgeofnaNM

: - FYPIED RS ROEE

, taking the greatest care to avoid detnchmgihgu
an %pbmmverhmg a ptmpxce next folloM'







D d‘m'gm‘m contrary to la i

W mubM wﬁ& the illicit ’Eupply of
vare of the fact that the practice” of
'y , endeavoured to 'discover the parties
engaged in this mﬁic. ﬁéﬂn& this not only for the sake of his own
crew, Who, when questioned, stated that their intoxication was pro-

~duced by gin, bought at the rate of three dollars a bbttle, but to aid the

natives in their exertions to prevent the infraction of their laws by the
white residentss  In pursuance of these objects, he called a meeting of

- the chiefs, and stated his complamt. They forthwith ordered search to

be made for the offenders *by the police, by which some of them were
discovered and immediately fined. At the examination, however, the
chiefs stated to Captain Hudson, with what truth T do not pretend to
say, that seventy cases of gin had been landed by our own consul, from

~ whom ﬂwybeheved that the retailers had obtained it, while the main

stock being upon his premises, under the United States flag, was pro-
tected from search.

The repairs of the Flying-Fish were not completed befofe the 10th
October, up to which time the Peacock was detained, not only in order
that they might sail in company, but because her officers were still

engaged in the survey of the harbours. In the interval of leisure which
was thus afforded them, the crew of the Peacock asked and obtained

permission to get up a theatrical entertainment, for the amusement of A

- the natives and themsclves. The counq1l-house was placed at their
~ disposal for the purpose by the native authorities. The play chosen
was Schiller’s “ Robbers,” the parts of which had been rehearsed at

sea, in the afternoons—a task which had been the source of much
amusement. An opportunity was now presented of getting it up well:
the dresses having been prepared, the day was appointed, and when it

- arrived the piece was performed; the acting was thought by the

_tolerable, and finally gave great dehght to the natives.

The htté'r, however, were somewhat disappointed in the ean}y parts 0 %

of the y‘erformance, for they had expected an exhibition of j

such as had been given for their entertainment on board of a French
frigate. - thle ~under this feeling, they were heard to say there. was
too Wmﬂm” (talk). m they began to enter into the spvnt %e

| ﬁlm erw” sung in eharaoter, and could not bem'mded
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> Pap:etl for the island of Eimeo. The distance between its reef and
h ‘tha,t of Tahiti, measured by the paten’cxlog, is ten miles.

TA‘?HITI AND E ;

On M*R&th 'éSeptembor, the Vmcennemlled’ from: ‘the port of

~Eimeo is a beautiful object in the view from Tahiti, and xtsbeau‘ty
is enhanced on a nearer approach; its: hills and mountains may,
without any gredt stretch of the imagination, be converted into
battlements, spires, and towers, rising one above the other; their gray

sides are clothed here and there with verdure, whick at a distance

resembles ivy of the richest hue.
e L1

¥

Taloo harbour is an inlet about three miles in depth, sitnated in a
glen enclosed by precipitous sides rising in places to the height of two
‘thousand feets at its head is an extensive flat of rich alluvial soil, now
-employed in the culture of sugar, and studded with trees, shrubs, and
ﬂther interesting objects. Tlie ship lay at anchor close beneath a hxgh
mountﬂon the left, in contrast with which her i
those of a cock-boat. ' :

I had been furnished with letters to the Rev. Mr. Simp!wh, who is
stationed as missionary at Eimeo; whetl'we landed; he met us tpon
the beach, and gave us a most ¢Ardial reception; we .were soon
surrounded by nearly all the nativés in the place, male,“né female,

conducg,temmded me
ﬁﬁer in the streets
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all a'ny civil, and said they o&ﬂy wished to look*w

. atus, akhm some were disposed to feel us.

led. the - way to his house, passmg by a thick and well-
, the only one which 1 had seen used as an enclosure
5 ‘on ‘my inquiring if it was the work of native labour,

1 was mfarﬂ&d that it had been erected by an Iri#hman, who is now -

the overseer of Mr. Simpson’s sugar plantation. 'This wall encloses a
large lawn, with a number of fine bread-fruit trees; on each side of
the walk was a row of low acacias, which were at the time in
full bloom, with flowers bf ma?]y colours,—yellow, orange, red, and
variegated ; at the end of the walk was a low thatched white
cottage.
JMr and Mrs. Simpson have the care of a school for the children
missionaries and respectable white parents: these are kept entirely
separate from the children of the natives; the reason assigned for this
exclusiveness is, that the danger of the former receiving improper
ideas is such as to preclude their association with the latter. * This
may be good policy as far as the white children are concerned,
although T doubt its having a good effect on their minds if they are
destined to spend their lives among the islands. The habn”’they wnll
thus acquire of looking upon the natives as their inferiors, ¢
to have an injurious influence on both. ‘The exolunvpnﬁsé
so-far, that the children of whites by native women, a
united in the reldtion of hushand and wife, are not ac

- schools, because, as they say, they do not wish’ their chlldren to- be e

o wor, 1.

~ Mroa

contaminated by intercourse with such' a mixture of blood. In pur-

~suance of the same policy they have, as it is said, procured the

enactment of a law prohibiting marriage between whites and the
natives.

This, I must say, appeared to me the worst feature I had seen in the
missionary establishment. It is placed here for the avowed purpose

of reclaiming the natives from idolatry, and the vices which are its ok
concomltants. In deing this, their most successful efforts have been

in the conversionind moral improvement of the young ; yet they bring
up their. own ¢ ildren to look down upon them as beings of an inferior

order. In becoming acquaiffted with this feature, I no longer wondered
at th@ character, which I was ¢ pe]led by a regard for truth to give,

en of missionary parer¥s in Tabhiti.

paries are now aware that their proper plan is to devote
] mtlon to the young ; an&ﬁusuance of this object,
§ 'e have lately arrived ngland, for the purpose

of establish




_.,'pm'm AND EIMEO

It'ris ﬁ“’h Wﬁed ‘that the schools of mamml labour have, for
what reason I could not leam, been discontinued.  Some of the natives
who had been instructed in them evinced a knowledge of the trade of
the carpenter, and furnished the shlps with very good boards SR by
themselves. -

The natives of ®imeo have an advantage over those of Tahm in
being free from the influence of evil example; many of them are
industrious, and possess. & proper feeling of the benefits they have
derived from the missionaries, of whom they speak, whenever ques-
tioned, as friends.

Three of our crew having become enamoured of these islands,
deserted while the Vincennes lay at Eimeo. They left the ship about
ten o’clock at night, soon after which their absence was discovered,
and parties sent out in every direction to intersect the roads and drive
them to the hills. This was effected the following morning, and a
large party of natives was employed to hunt them up. This task
they speedily perfermed and at last drove the deserters to one of the
highest ridges, in full view of the ship. Here the runaways appeared
at first disposed to make fight with stones; but when they saw the
odds against them, and witnessed the alertness of the natives in
leaping from cliff to cliff; they thought it best to give themselves
up; which they did to three natives, naked except the maro, and
armed respectively with a rusty sword, an old cutlass, and a piece
of iron hoop. These bound their hands, and led them down to the
shore, whence they were brought on board, where the three natives
received the reward offered for their apprehension. The chase and -
capture was an amusmg slght to those who watched the proceedmgs

~ from the ship.

- Eimeo has, if possible, a more btoken surface than Tahm, and is
more thrown up into separate peaks; its scenery is wild even in com-

- parison with that of Tahiti, and particularly upon the shores, where
the mountains rise precipitously from the water, to the height of
twenty-five hundred feet. The reef which surrounds the island is
similar to that of Tahiti, and as we have seen to bev*e case there, no
soundings are found on the outside of it.  Black cellular ‘lava abounds,
and holes are found in its shattered » among which is the noted -
one through which the god Oroo mﬁﬂ:}m% thrown his spear.
Wule wn.remained at Emeo, MP&W Cook Harbour,

.wnncebetweent&wmaporb,w
cﬁwwpmipmmast Tdmg‘" th
MMF‘C“"* Rl G ;
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Wood and water may be had at both harbours in abumhnce, but
in other respects the island is not well adapted as a place for ‘the
supply of ships. No more than a single ship would probably be able
to find refreshments at a time. It is, therefore, seldom visited, and
its surplus produce is carried to Tahiti for sale. Notwithstanding, the
articles of traffic gre quite as dear as at Tahiti.  ®

The inhabitants of Eimeo reside upon the shores, and there are
several large villages on the southern side of the island ; among these
is Afareaitu, at which the Rev. Mr. Hale, whose recent arrival has
been spoken of, is about t& take tup his residence.

It was in this island that the establishment of a factory for spinning
cotton, and weaving cloth and carpets, was attempted by Messrs.
Armitage and: Blossom, who were sent out for the purpose by the
London Missionary Society. Its failure and cessation after a fair trial
have already been mentioned.

It has been seen that the alluvial plain at the head of the harbour
of Taloo, is partly occupied by plantations of sugar. The cane is of
superior quality, and the climate well adapted to its production; the
plant is indeed indigenous, and it is well known that the variety of it
found at Tahiti has been introduced advantageously into the West
Indies. At Eimeo the crop is liable to injury from the ground-rat, and
there are difficulties attending the management of the crop, which
cause the cultivators to speak despondingly. About one hundred tons,
however, are made annually.

Coffee, cotton, and all other tropical plants, succeed well at Eimeo,
and the quantity of tapa manufactured is greater in proportion than at
Tahiti.

1 took the opportunity of my anchorage in the harbour of Eimeo, to
verify the chart made by Captain Von Schantz, of the Russian ship
America, and found it accurate. I have added some soundings, and
laid down the topagraphy of the shores, and the outline of the reefs,
more minutely than he had attempted.

On leaving Eimeo, I bade adieu to the Tahitian islands ; but I cannot
close the portmof the Narrative which is devoted to them, without
again expmuhg the pleasure I and all my officers derived from our
intercourse with the missiommries, and our obligations for the kindness
received from them and other \sldents. Awmong those to whom we
, arew I cannot réfrain from naming George Pritchard, Esq,

‘ f,ﬁ. R.ﬂﬁ.wConsul, of whose strenuous  exertions to advance the welfare
S _people, and sustain the governmgnt in its efforts to promote their
ssts, I became by observation fully aware. It is to be regretied

N il Lo o



labourmg in many ways for the good of
, should be the probable cause of
J s, from those actuated, if not by
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CHAPTER III.

TUTUILA.

1839.

On the-29th of September, at daylight, having the windsfrom the
northward and eastward, we got under way, and made sail to the west-
ward, passing the Society Island Group: viz., Sir Charles Saunders’
Isle, Huaheine, Tahaa, Borabora, Maufili, and Moutoiti. All of these,
with the exception of the last, are high lands.

On the 30th, we made Bellinghausen’s Island, which is a low coral
island, similar to those which have been already described. It was
uninhabited, and is of a triangular form, with the usual vegetation,
with the exception of cocoa-nut palms. We landed upon it, and made
the magnetic experiments.

Birds were in great plenty, and as tame as we had found them at
other uninhabited islands we had visited. No lizards or rats were
observed, nor was the common fly seen. The lagoon had no passage
into it at low water, but the tide flowed into it over the reef.

During the time, of our stay on the island, the tide rose and fell
upwards of two feet, and it was high water at 8 o. m. Many specimens
of fish were obtained here, of which the department of Natural History
will treat.

In the afterfoon, we again made sail to the westward, for Rose
Island, and on the 6th of October, we passed near the locality of tbe
Royal George Shoal, but saw nothing of it.

On the 7th, which was the day appointed for our rendezvous off
Rose Island, we came in sight of it, and at the same time descried the
Porpoise. That vessel had passed by Nairsa or Dean’s Island, and
connected the survey of it with that of Krusenstern’s and Lazareff.
Both of tbon wm‘e found to have entrances into their lagoom; they.‘
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are uninhabited, xhough nccasionally .mw, by the natives of Nairsa
Island. 'The position of Rﬁcwauon ﬁm wu»-passgd over, but no
signs of land dlscoverud. '

Rose Island, the most eastem of lhe S&mm . Group, was discovered
by Freycinet, who gave it its name.” It appears, at first, like & round
knoll of land, but on a nearer approach, this is found to arise from a
large clump of Pisonia trees, similar to those found growing in the low
archipelago. It is a low annular coral island, of small dimensions,
inundated at high water, with the exception of two small banks, one
of which is entirely covered by the clémp oftrees. The other is formed
of dead coral, without any v'egetation.‘ The tide was found here to rise
about four and a half feet, the flood setting to the eastward. The
breakers on its weather or southeast side are heavy; and there is an
entrance into the lagoon, hanng four fathoms depth of water through
it. The lagoon has from six to twelve fathoms init. A remarkable
coral formation, like a submerged tree, thirty feet in diameter over its
top, was feund in the centre.of the lagoon, rising to the level of low
water, and having all around it a depth of six fathoms, The currents
set regularly out and in to“the lagoon, according to the state of the tide.
In stormy weather the sea must make a complete breach over the reef.

Some boulders of vesicular lava were seen on the coral reef; they
were from twenty to two hundred pounds weight, and were found
among blocks of coral conglomerate.

Birds were seen flying over the island, and on landmg we found them
in great numbers and very tame. The frigate-birds, and boobies (sula),
whose nests had before been observed on low bushes, were here found
on the tops of trees fifty feet high. The noddies laid their eggs on the parts
of the island destitute of vegetation. Tern were in great numbers;
their breeding-place was in a thicket on the weather side of the island,
or that which was exposed to the wind and sea, and was remarkable
from the regularity with which the eggs were plaged, about three feet
apart, without any nest, and, with but few exceptions, Wmf ‘many
- thousands, each egg lay separately. The colour of the eggs is a dirty

~white, mottled with brown. The noise. made by these birds when dis-

turbed was almost deafening ; but on making a loud sofind, such as the
- firing of a gun, their cries would ce Akt‘; mqment or two, mmg_
a singular stillness. ¢ o Bl T

Several small turtles, similar to those seen at Ho ;g.sl&nd were
observed here. One of them was taken, but
‘,: was dnet thaﬁm of the , green mrtle
¢ v the




ﬁn the 7th, we left Rmt an ‘an@ %od to the westward, making
at sunrise the island of Manua, which is two thousand five hundred

“feet above the level of e/_uau. It has the form of a regular dome,
rising in ‘most places precipitougly from the water to the height of
three or four hundred feet, after whlch its ascent appears more gentle
and even. It is sixteen miles in circumference, is®well covered with
a luxuriant vegetahon, and has many cocoa-nut groves on its north-
wesl side,

On approaching it, Oloosmga was in sight, and shortly after Ofoo.
These two islands lie to tﬁe northwestward, at the distance of about
four miles.

The boats were lowered and sent to ¥ the shores of the island
of Manua, for the purpose of surveying it; whilst the Vincennes and
the Porpoise passed on each side.

"'This island is inhabited. The principal settlement is on the north-
west side, and there is ancborage for a small vessel near the shore,
where there is a cove to land in, with but little surf duriffy the fine
season, or from April to November. It has 2 shore-reef of coral, and
the soundings extend off some distance, eight fathoms bemg found four
hundred yards from the shore.

Some large blocks of vesicular lava were seen on its northeast
point, but the general structure was a conglomerate of a drab colour,
in horizontal strata; yet the beach was of light-coloured sand, formed
by a mixtare of coral and shells.

Our arrival off Manua was opportune. According to the statement
of one of the brothers of the king, who spoke a little English, hostili-
ties had been threatened between the “missionary” party, and the
“devil's men.” A native missionary, resident in the island, had already

- prevented a battle, by telling them that if they wished to fight with
each other they must first kill him. Through his influence and exem-
plary conduct, pease had hitherto been preserved. It was stated that
several  very bad” white men were on the island, and that they made
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nty of fight ;” but that on teemg “ mannawa” (ma’n-of -war), they b

 into the “ bush.”
N ,:‘of these men had Mted from an English wha]er, VW ‘
- boat they h: stolen. " Three of them came alongside of us next day,
*clad aftef‘the er of tho nai.wes, and were very anxious to be taken

The canoes%eue whnders were the best we had seen. They

are built of & i’ming upon it pieees fastened together, to_raise

them suﬁcl v \’-""'fhey are thu‘ty or foﬁy M long,




SRS i i T%mmnm o

i partly covered in at both“'endz Someiof them’ of con-
taining twenty or twenty-five ‘men, and are ver; ‘sw . The chief
usually sits cross-legged on the forward platform or d . They have
an out-rigger, which isnot so far removed from the canoe, and renders
them more liable to be upset.

Several of the fiatives came on board. They were a ﬁnely-formed
race, and appeared lively and well-disposed, though in a much wilder
state than those of the Society Islands. i

Our party, on landing, were nmnedmtelz7 surrounded with natives
willing to trade, and calling out for ¢ bacea” (tobacco), which is in
great request among thew. Fish-hooks were also much sought for.
A fowl, a bunch of bam s, and a dozen of cocoa-nuts were procured
for a small one.

“They seemed willing to exchange any thing they had, viz., baskets,
mats, spears, clubs, &c., to obtain these articles. They were not
found altogether honest, though this'did not consist in stealing, but in
selling their articles twice over; for after we had made a purchase
from+one, another would claim the article as belongmg to himself, and
insist on also receiving a price for it.

» Near the village are thick stone walls, intended to all appearances

i for defence. The houses are elliptical, supported on stout posts, about

four feet high, from which the roof or thatching rises to the height of
twelve or fifteen feet; they are generally erected on a raised terrace
‘of stone, two feet above the ground. The floors are covered with
coarse matting.

The king or chief of these islands resldzs at Oloosxnga, in conse-
quence of its being more easily defended. '

* The dress of the natives consists only of the maro, made of the
~ leaves of the Dracwna, which has a graceful appearance. The leaves
~ are slit, and form a kind of short petticoat.

‘The tattooing is of the same kind, as will bedmbed in the general
aﬁcount of the Samoan Islands. , s
 'These islands furnish pigs, fowls, sweet-pota
- faro. 'The vegdtﬂan was thought to be nore

Wmng’stream Wex‘edm:vﬁ coursmggamm siael of
the island. - When off" the eastern endm*were mue
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was with him, angdet me as 1 hmid from the boat. - His mode of
salutation was by kmg my&and gn&nxbbmg the back of it against
his nose. %

The ‘old man, I wm 101& by the interpreter, could speak a little
Englist, but T could not undersfand him. This he attributed to his
age, and would not admit that it was owing to h# ignorance of the
language. They led the way to his hut, situated under a mural
preclplcﬁwelve hundred feet in height.

The island of Oloosinga is a narrow ledge of rocks, rising nearly
perpendicular on both sides, anfd is three miles in length. So preci-
pitous is it at its ends, that it is impossible to pass around-it on the
rocks. The strip of land is about five hundred yards in width, on
which bread-fruits and cocoa-nuts grow in great profusion and suffi-
cient abundance for all the wants of the natives. They told me that
this island had been chosen as a place of safety, since the other
became unsettled in consequence of the wars of the Christian and
Devil's parties; and that the island of Manua had formerky been the
residence of the king, but that he found himself unsafe there, and had
taken up his abode at Oloosinga, on its nortfiwestern side.

His house was elliptical in form, and thirty feet long, erected on a
well-flagged terrace of stone, about four feet above the ground. It
was well shaded with cocoa-nut and bread-fruit trees, and was
supported around by ten stout posts, with three others in the centre
reaching the top. The roof came down within three and a half feet
of the ground, and projected as eaves about eighteen inches or two
feet. In the centre the hut was fifteen feet high and well thatched.

The whole floor was ordered to be spread with fine mats, which
were carefully unrolled, and laid over the coarser ones on the floor.
The king then seated himself in the centre, and desired me to take
a seat between himself and brother. Shortly afterwards two large
wooden trays wewe brought in, filled with cooked bread-fruit and

~covered over with leaves. One of these was placed before me, when
3 M'aioug speech, giving me welcome and offering food to
1w thgmdbumd to hand some to the king and his brother, and

to othe‘l‘s who were pointed out to me. This 1 did, but uniaruyttely
continued ayu&, and handed it to one of the Kanakas, or common
people, who were sitting close around us; much displeasure was
evinced, accompanied with angry looks. I now looked around for
my men, but they were out of sight, on their return to the boat.  In
order to make the best of my situatiop, I asked what was mean T

feigned to. qaiw th ﬁ?« h:wmg given anx cﬁme. Mm |




* minute they were apparently: appeased, and . pleasant »boks were
5" i restored. y et ’me e
L They handed round a shell containing cocoanuml to dip 'the
bread-fruit in, and another containing salt water. Afterwe had eaten,
they began a careful examination of my clothes, and appearefl much
pleased with the kuttons. My pocket-handkerchief was taken out of
my pocket, and spread on the mat to be examined by the king. His
brother took off my hat and put it on the top of his large bushy head.
They then had ava made, of which I could not partake, after seeing
the process of making it. It is first clfewed by the women and thrown
into a large bowl; water is added to it, and it is then strained through
leaves. This was partaken of by them all, while they gave me a
fresh cocoa-nut.

They were becoming more familiar every moment, and it ‘was
getting late, so I thought it time to make a move. I therefore rose up,
and was followed by the natives, in number upwards of a hundred,
including the king and his brother, to the boat. I looked carefally
around for arms, but saw none among them. My boat was aground:
the kmg, his brother, and several others, got into it, saying they must
*  have some presents. They seemed disposed to resist, and showed a

: ~ determination to contest our getting off. I on the other hand was
- determined to get rid of them, and peaceably if I could; I therefore
ordered the boat’s crew to arm themselves, and drive every one of the
natives from the boat, at the same time intimating to the king to use
his authority, which I found, however, existed only in name. We thus
succeeded in getting clear of the crowd, until we had no more than
eight left; to each of these I presented a small fish-hook, and ordered

‘them to get into the water, which was about a foot deep, and go; this

they did, one by one. At last came the king and his brother’s turn, to
~ whom I presented, with great ceremony, first a small and then a large

fish-hook ; after which they left me, apparently in great good humour:

T was heartily glad to be rid of such rapacions troublesome fellows so
easily and without a fight.  We then pushed our boat of.. When just
.+ heyond the reef, in taking up our anchor, the boat had ¢ ‘appearance

- of returning mihmﬂum. On seeing this,ammasﬁup
by the natives, and one of them immediately advanced with my
el merﬁask. He said it had been taken by a boy OM the boat, and

- had been dropped into the water, to be picked up aftefWe had shoved -
] ve the man a small present for his apparent honesly, but 1
Mehévmt was the fear of detw&m. wnd the belief that
",\ﬂ!e amcle,’and were ret for it; that induced them

TrE, s S
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» willingly. It was some time before he could be made
to undetM whwﬂle reward was for, but when he found it was for
his honesty, he laughed heartily.

This having excited our suspicions, the boat’s erew informed me
that a eanoe that was paddling off had been alongside of the gig, and
that they felt satisfied that the natives had taken womething from us.
It being in our course towards the ship, we gave chase, and being
favoured by the wind, soon overtook the canoe, to the great fright of
the two natives, who were paddling with all their might, and whose
eyes were full of tears when o%ertaken. They had nothing at all in
their canoe, and after examination it proved we had lost nothing. To
console them for this alarm, I gave them a few tnﬂes, and they
became easy and cheerful.

«The coral reef around this island was different from any I had
hitherto seen. It consisted of two regular shelves, the outer one from
fifty to sixty feet wide, and the inner in places measuring one hundred
and forty feet. A distinct mark of high water was measared along
the beach, and found to be twenty feet above the ordinary sea-tide,
which has from four to five feet rise. 7

The rock at Manua was volcanic conglomerate, with large blocks
of vesicular lava lying loose on the coral beach. v

Before sunset the boats returned to the ship, having complatodtha
survey of both islands. "

Ofoo_lies to the westward of Oloosinga. There is a passage for
boats of about a fourth of a mile in width between them, and anchor-
age on the western side. Ofoo resembles Oloosinga ; and, from the
accounts we received, it has but few inhabitants: those of Oloosinga
having made war upon them, and killed the “natives” off. There is a
~8mall and comparatively low islet off its western end, near which there
is an anchorage. After sunset we bore away for Tutuila, whxch ‘can
‘be seen in fine weather from these islands. A
: e‘i‘h;&emperature in the passage from Tahiti to the Samoan Islands
A from 77+6° to 81-11° in the air; and -tbat of the water
by ST ¥
EAI it waa my intention to make a thorough exammmoa of this
group, 1 resolved, in order to accomplish ‘it in the least pmbhﬂm :
to divide the squadron, so as'to put all the remaining islands un&
examination at the same time, The island of Tutuila being MW
central, and, from the information I had obtained, the best pqnhm for
my astronomical observations, I selectpd it for the Vincennes. That
of Upolu was, reserved for the Peacock and P‘Ing»M“hen they
should arrive; and in ease of their being detained longer than I ants-
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cipated, I should be ready to take up the survey of the latter, or assist
in completing it. The Porpoise was ordered to examine the island of
Savaii; and one of the natuaralists, Dr. Pickering, was directed to join
her, for the purpose of exploring the interior of the islaﬂd during her
operations in its vicinity. Lieutenant-Commandant Rzmggoid was
therefore directed ¢ land him for the purpose, and take hn'n on board
when the survey should be concluded.*

On the 10th of October, we had light winds, in consequence of
whwh we dxd not reach Tutuila that day. At daylight on the 11th we
] aatem end, and off the island“of Anuu.

“of P re, ‘nnd almost d1v1des
the island into two parts It is less varie@iﬁ*mtface than the Society
Islands; and its highest peak, that of Matafoa, was found to be two
thousand three hundred and twenty-seven feet above the sea. The
spurs and ridges that form the high land are like those of Tahiti:
precipitous, sharp-edged, and frequently rise in mural walls from the
water to a height of three or four hundred feet, showing the bare
bdsal;ic rock. Above this height, the surface is covered with a
luxuriant vegetation to the very top of the mountains; the cocoa-nut
tree and tree-fern give the principal character to this beautiful scenery.

" -Dlmd coral is seen along the shores, above high-water mark.

The harbour of Pago-pago is one of the most singular in all the

Polynesxan isles. It is the last pomt at which one would look for a

place of shelter: the coast near it is peculiarly rugged, and has no

‘appearance of indentations, and the entrance being narrow, is not

easily observed. Its shape has been compared to a variety of articles:
that which it most nearly resembles is a retort. It is surrounded on all

~sides by inaccessible mural precipices, from eight hufidred to one
& wmnd feet in. height. The lower parts of these rocks are ba\ﬁm

ubava with laxurmnt vegetation. - So mpassablemd

likened to the valley of Rmelns chtmmd into a lake. o he two breaks

in the prec@ice are at the head of the harbour and at the Pilot’s Cove.

The harbour is of easy access, and its entrance, which is about a third
~of a mileinwidth, is well marked by &gﬂowﬂnm‘ d Devil's Point.
: “ * For orders, see Aapendxx Ve e 8 e
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About three miles to the southward off the mouth of the harbour,
there is a coral bank half a mile long, on which the sea‘breaks in
stormy weather : the least depth of water found on it was four and a
half fathoms ; the depth increases to the eastward, towards the island
of Anuu.

As we arrived off the harbour the wind grew light, and ﬁnally came

out ahead, thus compelling us to beat in to our anchorage, under the.

direction of Edmund Foxall, a white pilot. He usually comes off to
vessels when within two or three miles of the harbour, on a signal
being made. We made many tacks before we reached our anchorage,
which was in deep water, twenty-nine fathoms. About half a mile
from the engance of the harbour, it bends at right angles. In this
position, surroynded by cliffs, the firing of a gun produces a remarkable
reverberation, resembling loud peals of thunder: - e
#We were surrounded, as soon as we entered, by a largenambe of
canoes, filled with natives, who all seemed delighted with the ship and
the number of; men on board. When we had moored, one of the
principal chiefs, whose name”was Toa, was admitted on board; he

was an athletio&muscular man, of lagge frame, about fo ears of
age, with a pleasant, expression of countenance; he mani ted great
. -
" & 4
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pleasure in welcoming us. He began by "'me, through the
interpreter, that he was a rxue{aionarv, that he had formerly been a
great thief, and a doer of many bad acts, but being now a missionary,
he was reformed and stole no more.. He told this with such an open
expression of countenance and so much simplicity, that I could scarcely
forbear Smllmg ‘After I had finished asking him questions, | he con-
tinued eyeing me from head to foot, as if determining my dimensions.
I told the interpreter to ask him why he looked at me so intently. He
replied, that he had a coat on shore that was too tight for him about
the arms and chest, and he believed'it would fit me: if so, he should
be glad to exchange it for the jacket I had on. Not being inclined to
this exchange, 1 ordered a small hatchet to be given him. This
gratified him much, and he instantly went over the ship’s side to show
it to his friends. This same Toa is chief of the village of Fungasar,
about three miles distant from the harbour, on the north side of the
island. He learns to read and write, being taught by some of the
small children, and attends school regularly. He became of great use’
to us, and was a constant visiter. During one of his visits on board,
he espied some red umbrellas among the presents, and from that time
‘was continually endeavouring to obtain one for his wife, and brought
imany articles in the hope of inducing us to part with it in exchange
for them.

The day after our arrival a place was chosen for our observatory,
and the tents and instruments were landed. Understanding that I
wanted to see the sun and stars, I was told by Mr. Murray, the white

‘residents, and natives, that I should have little weather for observations
for the next fortnight, which proved literally true with the exceptwn
~ ofthe last two days.

The geological character of this island is similar to that of Manua
it has only a shore-reef of coral, and soundings extend some distance
from it. It has many desirable ports or bays on itz north side, where
vessels may obtain wood, water, and supplies. ‘The best and safest

port, however, is that of l’ngO-pago, on its south side, which affordsa
safe harbour for’ vessels 10 overhaul, and where supplies ay%e‘ i

mﬁabundance.-ﬁ ' "'~.f. 4 e <o

ated than the
t._lon is by the
‘ascent to pass
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intelligent and p! countenances. In comparison with the Tahi-
tians, they would be called sedate.

The women are far from being gouﬂ\ﬂookm with the exception of
some of the mger ones. They are remarkably domestic and
virtuous, exhobihng a strange cotftrast to those of Tahiti. Here there
is no indiscriminate intercourse, the marringe tieeis respected, and
parents are extremely fond of their offspring. The inhabitants are dis-
posed to be hospitable to strangers, although they expect remuneration
for it. Travelling is generally believed to be safe throughout the island
of Tutuila, and the natives, as & as our experience goes, are not the
blood-thirsty race they have been reported to be.- Thewnfavam
estithate of their character has, I presume, been derived from
who first knew them, and particularly from their attack up&&ﬁé' ,
dition of La Perouse. Of this conflict I obtained the following
particulars from the Rev. Mr. Murray, who had them from an old

|

man, who was a witness of the affray. The latter is the only individoal

now alive in the settlement who was present when it oceurred, and his
testimony wag corroborated by others who had heard of it from those_
who witnessed the scene.

On the morning of the massacre, the vessels stood in towards.‘.thet i
land. About noon the boats went ashore, as recorded by La Perouse, =

and while on shore, a number of canoes, belonging to the island of
Upolu (to which Tutuila was at the time subject), went from the shore,
and proceeded directly to the vessels. When these canoes were
alongside, a young man in one of them laid his hand on an iron boltin

some part of the ships, with the intention, it is supposed, of stealing it.

He was fired upon by the French. The ball passed through his
shoulders, and mortally wounded him. The natives, on seeing the
effect of the shot on one of their number, were greatly enraged, and
immediately left the vessels, and hastened to the shore, where they

found the boats that had gone to get water. On reaching them, they

began the attack, whichresulted in the massacre of M. De Langle, and
those who were with him on shore. 'When the natives began thh
ck, ﬁlﬁ,great body of the French were absent from their "

females. On the commencement of the disturbance, theyqn
towards their boats, and the conftmon became general. The: '
circumstances of the affray, farther than the above, cannot noﬂﬁ«b&
ascertained from the natives. They are, however, very cmmm '
ence to the. anse, and to those who were the actors in
natives of “wlu. - The Tutuilians. mafntain that they ende '

save the lives oTtbe rench and, on the followmg day,as Mn as lhe);
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: bodi ;'ound in a state of
mlhtyu W,ﬂhﬂm g;mad C u‘- the bGO.Ch as

they were accustomed to.

“having been afterwards seen tﬁere,uid cognised
inquiries relative to the spot where theybad buried
sau:fuctorxlymwered How the carpemer!s son ¢

island. There‘ appears to be mnt'mn»made of -a boy 2 :
missing, in La Perouse’s account. Levasii, a chief 'of tha dasmﬁugf
meml, was at ﬂmmsacre of thepm1y of La Pemm H@-ﬂup@en

mu ghe « Malo" party, and do ni
ﬂ‘fé‘ 5&9{ islauds and districts. i ok
dllage of Pagb-pago contains about thirty dwelhngs, anﬁ 1
¢ xl-house, which is in use as a church, until the large one they

town, gmmt. or bay. The present chief of Pago-page is ’Mp,w”,
‘the adopted son of the last chief, Pomale, who died not long
ymgmmly son, also called Pomale, who from his great
. his i Mowna was more crafty than Poma
After the death of the old ¢
ﬂ:e same mh@o&me ga.ndidates for the

thmugh his mtngues, tumaded . t%a;gthe
‘ em. Both Mowna :
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th atio ,»i‘-a‘ecenved, may ‘be made use
of as mmmtﬁm«. : “m,and to do right.
* "The missionary, the Rev. Mr. Murray, deserves 4the greatest credit
for this' shﬁ'af t:hings. “He has unbounded influence over the natives, ‘ ;
and deserves it. 'The ten commandments are the common law of the whogll
island, wherever Christianity has taken root, and any infringement of A
them' is surely punished s—thesguilty persons being put out of the '
church, and denied the privilege of attending worship. They are
looked upon as havmg fallen, and are consequently avoided. ~This
fear of public opinion, I was informed, was found to be suﬂ”lcxent to
deter them from the commission of crimes and immoral practices. =~ =
The tapa or rugs worn by distinguished chiefs, were preserved, mﬂ_ ;
were formerly much venerated by them. Since the introduction of
Christianity, however, such has been its influence that they will now
readxly part with any thing of the kind. Pomale was induced to let
~us have those in his possession, and also exchanged the *war spirit”

mat for a small present for his wife. e
On the 17th, our friend Toa gave us an invitation to visit him at *
his town of Fingasar, on the north side of the island. It is situated 1

on the next bay to that now called Massacre Bay, where De Langle

~ was killed. The path across the island is a very difficult one to
travel; it leads up through the valley, and across the dividing ridge,

“which is quite precipitous. The rain which had fallen made it very
: , and the journey was fatiguing to those not accustomed to thlb o
T dﬂf walking. s
I was much struck here with the manliness and mtelhgence o£4he A
natives, and with their frank open expression of countenance. The
colour of their cqmplexion is rather darker than that of the natives
of Tahm. Thc outlmes of face and figure are very. lxlm WW

MMMre 'ﬁmv;ﬁg at tjn'nllage, we were met by Toa, and

2- ,
hig relati”dm and attendants, who welcomed us to his village, uﬂing

se wﬁb my hmd dus is the usual m S

covered uﬁin a hole with hot m We were soon told Mm
feast was ready, but ha. in; 4 WWW :




A hmds of premxons in these mle;nds are snhanmg inv
i we. to do so. It is remarkable how ﬂxemim '
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fmquemly dld duri s

‘warmly
for hxs.hndms; we wem escorted to the outside of the vxlhgﬁ,ﬁ‘his
Afriends and mlahons. ‘whilst Toa hlmself accompamed us to Pago-

Feds R = i

v el Pa’gho natives havc no ﬁxed time for meals, eanng whenqmr they feel
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awry: The other natives also seemed to hm*dwre of exhibiting
their aequisitions, though these consisted ' Wy of no more than a

vest, or a pair of pantaloons, without shm.m ‘occasionally of a long- -
ents, so that a small.

skirted coat, without either of the former ga
roll ‘oftapa was needed to cover®their nether parts.

- Some unauthorized attempts were made to induce the natives:tp
break the mxssxonary laws, by offers of greaf value in their eyés; they
were told the missionariés would not see them. On understandmg
which, they pointed to the heavens, and replied, « There missionary
see.” 'This was conclusite, and a just and severe rebuke. :

The Peacock and Flying-Fish again joined us on the 18th of
October, in eight days from Papieti. - Orders were at ‘once given them
to proceed to Upolu, to commence the survey of that island. (See
Appendix V1) They did not sail, however, until the 20th, having been
detained by the winds. The harbour of Pago-pago, though easy of
access, is extremely difficult to leave, in consequence of the southeast
trade-winds blowing directly in, and rendering it necessary to make
short tacks. Indeed, a vessel no sooner gets headway on one tack,
than it is found necessary to tack again. The sea is often heavy at
the mouth of the harbour, and the shiore is lined with a narzpw coral
reef all around it. I was glad to see the Peacock safe outside, after
beatmg about four hours.

‘During our stay on this island, the whole was examined, the harbour .

surveyed, and the principal heights determined. Tide-gauges were
kept on the north and south sides. and the observations for magnetic
dip, variation, and intensity, made. The temperature during our stay
of fourteen days varied from 73° to 88°; the mean temperature
was 80-50°,

The climate of Tutuila is mild and agreeable, partlcularly at Pago-
pago, where the temperature is lower than it is elsewhere on the
island, in consequence of its generally being overshadowed with
- clouds that hang on the high land. There is usually a fine breeze,
“which sets in about ten ‘o’clock, and continues until sunset. The
nights being calm, much dew falls in fine weather. We had little
fair weather during our stay, and the prognostication of the natives
proved too true, respecting the difficulty of seeing the sun and stars.
s THB wind at times was very strong, almost a gale, accompanied by

~ light rain and mist. I was informed that there is a good deal of rain
o durmg xhe year,'but seldom such a continuance of it as we experienced.

d: ‘&urmg the wimer months, or" from Oectober

‘no uppétr to be any partigular rainy season, but they are
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aine ﬁfmuﬁhe pilot a register of the weather- from
Januvary, ), il r of the same year, which will show more
clearly the state e. - This will be found in Appendi VL
. dn our explorat] , all the villages of this island vere visited

‘by some of the officers of the squadron, and from their repott they
much resemble eash other. Those of Fagaitua and Leone, on the
southern coast, are the largest, and are more of the Devil's towns than
the others. One of their customs is truly savage. Thay seldom use
pork as a food, consequently it is a great rarity with them; but at
intervals of several months the village¥s assémble at a feast, at which
thirty or forty hogs are killed, when they gormandize on them for four
or five days, or as long as the food lasts. The whole is eaten, entrails
and all. Fish and taro are the principal food, and large numbers of the
natives may be seen fishing off the coast in fine weather. The kind of
fish usually caught are mullet.

There is a large kind of worm which they esteem a great delicacy,
and which is eaten with much relish. It is impossible to see them
sucking down the entrails of (he biche-de-mar, holithuria, and echina,
without disgust.’ They also eat ‘any of the shell-fish that are found
on the shore.

The temperature found on the top of Matafoa, at the altitude of two
thousand three hundred and fifty-nine feet, was at 4 ». m,, 69=4° whﬂst
that on board the ship was 79-5°. ‘

We made an endeavour here to search the reefs at night for shells,
with flambeaux or torchlight, after the manner of the Chain Islanders,
by which means it is said that many species of shells are taken, which
are never seen by daylight. 'We cannot vouch for this being the case,
our experiment not having succeeded. The leaves of the cocoa-nut
were either too green or too wet to burn. Tf success really attends this
method, it is a singular trait in the economy of mollusea, which are
genera‘lly supposed to be partial W“dayhght It wag my determination
to make another trial, under mem ‘favoumble circumstances; but from
our constant oceupation and fatigue of the crew in ﬂae dayume, we
were unable to renew the experiment.

A few days before leaving Pago-pago, Mr. Murrayabraught to my
notice the account of a murder that was supposed to have been com-
mitted on a foreigner at the west end of the ialand for the sa
little property he had about him.  The report, he :
to be too vague to authonze M‘dehy
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examination into it ; and finding the man was reported to be a runaway
coxmct, 1 had no right to mterfete in the aﬂ'ur, and therefore,mk 1o

m inquire into it. *

n the 7th of November, 1837, thm harbour er.hdnted one of those
remarRable phenomena of the osillation of the tidal wave. The obser-
vations made on it are extracted from the letter of a missionary
resident at Pago-pago; to the Rev. Mr. Mills, of Upolu, who obligingly
gave me permission to copy them.  They will be found in Appendix
VIIL

The weather during th® preceding evening was boisterous, wnh fre-
quent squalls from the east, which continued till 7 . m., from which
time the day was cloudy, with frequent light showers. After 5 p. u., it
continued to rain until ten o’clock at night.  On the 8th, the tide con-
tipued to ebb and flow in an irregular manner. The day was fine and
very warm. This phenomenon does not appear to have been observed
at any other place in the Samoan Group, but was experienced, as wiil
‘be noticed hereafter, at the Group Hawaii.

The peculiar formation of the harbour of Pago-pago, would make it
more likely to be observed there than elsewhere. The ordinary rise
of the tide is no more than four and a half feet, and neither before,
‘during the continuance, nor after this phenomenon, were any shocks

of earthquakes observed in any part of the group where missionaries
are settled.

i

NAVIGATOR CLUBS, ETC.
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A

UPOLU—MANONO—SAVAIL
- 1839,

Tur surveys of the island of Tutuila having been completed by the
23d November, we made preparations for our departure, and on the
25th we weighed anchor. In leaving the harbour we had a narrow
escape from wreck; the almost constant southeast wind, which is fair,
to a vessel entering the bay, and makes it easy of access, is ahead on
going out, which renders egress difficult; it therefore becomes neces-
sary to make frequent tacks, and a vessel must be well manceuvred to
escape accident, for to miss stays would be almost certain to bring
about shipwreck. When we beat out, the wind was light, and it failed
altogether just as we reached the most dangerous part of the channel ;
we were in consequence brought within an oar’s length of the reef, on
which a heavy surf was breaking. The moment was a trying one,
and the event doubtful ; all were at their stations, and not a word was
spoken. , Of my own feelings on the occasion I have no very precise
recollection; merely remembering that T felt as if I breathed more
freely after the crisjs had passed and we were in safety.

The afternoon was fine, and we sailed along the southern shore of
the island, admiring its diversified surface, its luxuriant groves, and
the smiling villages that crown its bays. Where the valleys come out
from between fhe ridges to the shore, there is usually a level plain-
extending inwards for a couple of miles; these plains are occupied
for the most part by groves of cocoa-nut and bread-fruit, beneath
whose shade lie the dwellings of the natives. Many of the inhabitants
were abroad in their canoes, employed in fishing; some of them
scarcely seemed to notice the ship, pagsing them rapidly with all’ sail
set, while others appeared to regard her with intense curiosity. In

the evening we had much lightning, but no thunder. - 5
(87
L
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The distance between Tutuila and Upolu, of thirty-six miles, was

- soon passed, and in the morning we were delighted with the view of

the latter island as we ran down its coast to the westward. It a appears
much richer and more fruitful than the other islands of'this group, and
may be described as of moderate Reight, rising gradually in @ succes-
sion of ridges frgm a low shore; here and there, broad and fertile
valleys are seen, with numerous streams falling from the mountains in
cascades. The eastern portion of the island is much more rugged than
the western ; the main ridge runs east and west, and ridges or spurs

. run back to it from the northern coast in a southeast direction.

Between these lateral ridges are broad and fertile valleys, decreasing
in width as they recede from the coast. The shore is lined with a
coral reef, which is now and then mterrupted by channels, and forms

- snug and convenient harbours.

At noon we descried the Peacock ]ymg in the harbour of Apia, and
shortly afterwards I received a message from Captain Hudson, saying
that my presence was required on shore, In the hope that it was not
a business of such a nature as to cause detention, I left the Vincennes
in the offing, while I went ashore in my boat. On reaching the land,
I found the chiefs engaged in the trial of a native called Tuvai, who
had killed an° American named Edward Cavenaugh, a native of New
Bedford. " .

It appeared that on Captain Hudson’s arrival the murderer was
pointed out to him in the village, upon which he very properly deter-
mined to have the dffender punished, and gave orders to have him
arrested. He was in consequence seized in a house near the*water,
and carried on board the Peacock. Being taken by surprise, he
offered no resistance to his captare. Captain Hudson then requested .
a conference with the neighbouring chiefs, who in consequence had
assembled on the 27th. oy

The fono, as such assemblies are called, was held in the council- *
house, or fale-tele, where the chiefs were collected. “The Rev. '&r ¢
Mills acted as interpreter on the occasion. Captain Hudson, through -
him, stated that the object of his having requested " them to assemble
was to bring the accused to a trial before them, in'order that if his
guilt were established, he might be brought to condign punishment :
he then pointed out to them the guilt and consequences of the crime
of murder, and declared the course he had considered it his duty to

“adopt. The chiefs listened attentively to this aa&i‘-eu, and"'n reply,

through ‘the principal one, adpmd that the m

the guilty person, a fact known to evéry person upon

Captain Hudson then stated to ﬂf&: that it was Muteljr sce:
( ‘ 120 Vb ﬁ: A

e




. ’w-%ht years of
mmm greatest compe

was Pea, of Apis, to whom
gﬁ'q _in their powe
kness and theref@mwomm




was 16 be apf)eased bya prmmm gthe
Aibm: submzssmn, wlmh, smed in, |




 lamentations, among
: others, Pea, th
was relaté

“M’s&m!ﬁ seid-he
m'land than

1)
T Wl

o ey
ec toa desert

vances ‘me, and particularly their complaints %Et the -
r mif ’Tl‘l&y said that some of MWMB& their .

; sed to pay for the provisions Wﬂf‘%m!l & :

To this T replied that I was ready to indemnify -
| should ask no other proof of them than their
iﬁfbﬁed struck with the unexpected liberality
consultation, as if to manifest a cox‘l'l!pondmg b g
' T then mﬁ!‘med’mt d& ;

old Pea, who M&T&ﬁ%m U s
@’. '&Snbrokeupiﬁ‘mfwl A i “m :






| of \Irq son, Mm John W;lhams, wha

Elgland v o ; ec 4

ned thence within a fow months, with his wife,
Mves has already built himself a veaaalmbmlt tw

a wat umhment,” and is regﬂmﬁyl;im‘, .:t ii?ﬂlmed

| peninsula, across whose isthmus a stone wall has been 5

r the purpose of protecting the plantations within i fﬂ%mw &

-The village contains about six bundred Mts A
: Wﬂ of about ﬁﬂymholars:‘k







oxm)wwmft of them. - They found the depth in the midd
fathoms, decreasing thence gradually in all dire
! of the lake is nearly circular, and it hwa su b

ahln mmhxch this crater is smmd is con




on of ﬂ‘bamm, a oontmotioa a[ Wma-'ata, is -
descendants, who are still chlﬂﬁ O\f note mMand from
tradition was derived.
‘ lake of Lauto is rega:nizd w1th

‘ ‘great veuer atlon, and WOW
' osed inhabit the waters of the lake, in t
u"ﬁlﬁck as a cocoa-nut trec, and two fathoms long.

our gentlemen to explore it was looked upon as such a |
% natwe guxdes left them and regurded them as pnrso S

and fierce that they would bme a pamuir
nor any other fish, were seen in the lake.
~In the ueaghbwrhood of the crater no rock

Mﬂ?ﬁgh‘t scom Only a few fr&mhjﬂi




ty was W
earth and hose cmders m' scoria,

ording to our observations, sneh poals

;‘shcre of the 1sland, as









