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recent news from his own ountry and Peru, which he was desirous 
of heal·jng. - 1. c spoke much of the deprivation he uffered by a sepa
ration ftom his family, and from the want of society, but uttered not a 
word of complaint against his encmie . 

He .ives in a smull cottagc ott the bank of the harbour at Papieti, 
where he is hiahly respected; his manner and wi i le deportment arc 
gentlemanly; he is tall and robust, with a florid complexion, and 
appears about, fifty-five years of age. In the chapter on Chili, his 
public acts have been sufficiently enlarged upon; and although his 
political course may haveebeen touch condemned, I can bear te timony 
to the high estimation in which his private character is held in his 
native country. 

There are many pretty walks about Tahiti; the small streams, flow
ing through luxuriant woods, add much-to it beauty; these run bubbling 
along to the s1a, po. ing many cool and pleasant places: their entrances 
are usually closed up by thtl natives, for the purpose of taking fi h, a sort 
of dam being constructed, over which the waters flow, and the natives, 
standing on tbe outside up to their wai ts in water, are often 
seen taking the fish in baskets. sketch by Mr. A ate is charac
teri tic. 

On arriving at Tahiti, or indeed at any "f the islands, respect is natu
rally due to the chiefs; this, I am assured, was felt by us all; but 10 
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before sailing Wfl became disgusted with seeing these large and noble
looking men pas ing frol11 ship to ship, evell including Paofai himself, 
soliciting foul Hnen to wa~h, and performing other servi es that were 
not in keeping with their rank. There is one, however, whom I must 
do ju tice to,-Hitoti. He maintai~led the character given him by 

aptain Beechey. r I was much pleased with his whole deportment on 
hi visit to me, and also when 1 aw him at hi own house; he paid but 
two visits to the ship, and those within a doy or two of~our departure. 
That he did not visit the vessels before, wa in order, as was suppo ed, 
to avoid the suspicion of trespassing 'bn ouP liberality; he refu ed to 
accept any presents, and wou1d only drink wine when requested, per
forming all the little couriesies of the table with grace and p litenes . 

On his visit to the Peacock, Ljeutenant Emmons and Mr. Hale being 
the only gentlemen on bard, received him with the attentions due hi 
rank; when taking leave, he requested to know their names, which 
were given to him in English orthography; he at once took out his 
pencil, and rwith reat readiness wrote them in the Tahitian dialect, as 
"Bmaani" and" Helavi I" 

Dr. Pickering and Mr. 'Couthouy being desirous of making another 
attempt to reach the top of rohena, I willingly gave them the longest 
leave possible, to effect their object. They detormined on attemptinO' 
the asc nt of the ridge leading directly up from Matavai Bay, as the 
one that had appeared to the<fu mo t practicable. Lewis acket, who 
has already been spoken of, was again their interpreter; for guide, Mr. 
Wi) on recommended an old man by the name of Va11uore, who was 
said to be the only person now livin<Y who had visited the top of 1'0-

hena; in thi election they wore [. rtunate: Vahuore had b en in his 
youth It great warrior, and his 1001; did not belie it; he was of lhe 
middle siv.c, thin and sinewy, and with a fine eye; although past i.ty 
years of aO'e, he had scarcely a gray hair; his gait wo. firm and his 
carriage erecl; he was constant in hi attention., to Ilis duti s, and 
rarely spoko unless relativ to his bu incss. 

After the guides had been engaged, Ollr gentlemen pa sed the night 
in a native house close by, ready to start at an early llOur. At day
light, Vahaore and his on were provided with rope ; the reas n the 
old man gave for taking his son was that he might be able to learn the 
way. Thoy now set out, and by nine o'cloC;k had reached a higher 
point than at any time on their~or .er journey: this was about three 
thousand five hundred feet, and .. s attained after having walked six 
miles; when they had reached e altitude of fifteen hundre<i feet they 
no longer found any paths;r. on u.rriving at this point, they haIl ed for 
E>me lime to make collections of land.shells, and some very interesting 
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specimens wate obtained of Helices, Patula, yclo tomas, Curocollas, 
and Pupas; after this they continued ascending, the ridge gradually 
becoming narrower, until they reached a sp t on the ridge where there 
was not room for one person to pass by another, and where they could 
look oown a precipice on each . e to depths of two thousand feet. 

Plants that were below of small izc here gle into large woody 
shrubs' among them a species of Epacris was found growing luxuri
antly along th~ crest of the ridges, and magnificent arborescent ferns 
on the mountain sides, some of them forty feet in height; another 
species was seen whose onds-were more than twenty feet in length. 
Their path was much impeded by the tangled ferns and wiry gra s 
(Gleichenia), which it was impossible to get through without the aid 
of a knife or a hatchet. They had now reached four thousand five 
hundred foet, the highest point yet attained, according to th(;l CTuide, by 
white men; two o'el ck had arrived, and as there wa no place where 
they could encamp, or any chance of reaching a point suitable for 
passing the night in, by the advice of Vahaore they allo)Ved him to 
look for one. The mountain top was still estimated to be six mile 
distant; they had little doubt that it could b~'ascended by following the 
ridge, and it was thought that they could accompli II tbe ta k if time 
permitted. The day was fine, and they enjoyed a view of the whole 
mountain, which appeared as if it were the centre, from which the 
difi"erent ridge of the island radiate in ted or twelve directions towards 
the coast, having deop and narrow valleys between them, through 
which the mountain torrents rush; these valleys spread out as they 
approach the coast, and the ridges become more rounded and 
acc sible. 

After reconnoitring the ground for some time, VahaQre recollected 
a place where they might pass the night, which he thought wa not far 
di. tant. He therefore immediately began to break a road, which he 
continued for ab~ut a quarter of a mile along the ridge. He then 
l'euched a place where the descent might be made, which, howev r, 
to all appearance , pre ented 'as few facilities for the purpose as any 
they hRd before I oked at. They, however, tried it, and after a hard 
cramble reaehed, about sunset, the place he ought. The descent was 

estim. ted to be about two> ~~ousa.nd feet, and was performed partly by 
leaping from tree to tree, and par ly by lowering one another by ropes 
over precipitous ledges from t~ to twel ve feet in hei<1ht. In the 
word, of acket," No man in bi ses ever went down uch a place 
before, and none but a fool would att mpt to d so again." At the foot 
of the descent Jay the fir t valley, an t.bey fqund them elves among 
grove' of the wild banana. (fahie!». " 
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.A temporary shr.lter was s on c nstructed on the ,banks of n moun
tain 'tream, which ran headlong by. In this, Vah ore amused himself 
by catching eel , 1't in which he as expert, and which he per
formed in the follow1 manner: having r. und a small basin at the foot 
of the IUf, in which an e 1 was conaoaled, ho plnced a lar l10 flat stone 
in the middle of it and began to bale out the water with hi hands; he 
next disturbed the fi h, which sought shelter beneath the ,stone, when, 
by cautiously introducing his hands, he contrived to gr~sp it, and by a 
sudden jerk threw it thirty or forty feet into the woods, where he 
easily secured it. In this manner, two els re taken, nearly four feet 
in lonrrth, and as thick as a man's arm. The eelR w re not skinned, 
but carefully cleaned and wa hed ; they were then wrapped in leave, 
and cooked in tho usual Polynesian manner. Thus prepared, they 
proved a great delicacy. The e eels, although much esteemed by the 
natives, appear to be almost unknown to the white residents. 

The idea of ascending the peak was now abandoned, and in the 
morning tlWY set out on their return to the coast. In their route, they 
cro ed several spurs of the main ridge; about noon they again halted, 
and employed themselves"'in making collections, while Vahaore again 
went a fishing. He soon returned with three eels, the largest of which 
was upwards of three feet in length. These eels are of a uniform dark 
olive olour on the back, which passes on ~hc belly to a dirty white. 

Early in the afternoon the reached the lower valley, with the stream 
called Pappiamatia, about twenty yards wide, and from two to three 
feet deep, running down it. About five miles from the coast they 
passed a range of basaltic columns, one-fourth of a mile in length; the 
cliff presentiag a perpendicular wall, rising up at the east side of the 
tream, formed columns, one hundred and fifty feet high; the number 
f sides varied from four to seven, and their diameter from nine inches 

to two feet. The ridge at whose base this was found, was upwards 
of two thousand feet high. The party reached Matflvai Bay at sunset. 

The ridge that our gentlemen followed, is considered by them os 
the most feasible route to the summit of Oroheoa ; the greatest difficulty 
with which the attempt is attended arises from the dislike of the natives 
to visit places where tbey have not been before, and t eir an iety to 
keep themselves within the regi n of the f~tios. 

Pitohiti might also be reached bJ;. the same route; there is little 
doubt that tbe latter ha also bet.Jn cended by following the western 
branch of tho Pappino valley, r route which was also considered 
feasible by our party; a tbird :( ute might also be found by following 
the main branch of the Pap-~i ~ which. as will be seen on the map, 
rises behind Pitohiti. , 
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Thi Cxcul'~on furnished more full information in relation to the 
geological structure of the island than had before been obtained. This 
is exclusively volcanic, and the rocks are eith r 'C mpact basalts, or 
conglomerate of basalt and tufa, although no active volcano exists, 
nor anoy well-defined crater, unl s Lake WaiheTea can be considered 
as one. Through these rocks olivine and . pyro ne are copiou Iy 
disseminated; cellular lava was found in some plnces, but neither 
pummice nor .obsidian; quartz and mica were not observed, nor any 
carbonate of lime, except in the form of coral rock. 

There is no conform itf beh,,-ten the rocks of the centre of the island 
and those wl1ich in most places extend inwards for a few miles from 
the coast. The former are u ually compact, of columnar structure, 
and exhibit no appearance of horizontal stratification; the latter lie in 
horizontal layers, composed of scoriaceou and ve icular lava. In both 
of these structures, singular twistings and contortions were observed. 
Many dikes were seen to occur, not only;n the mountains, but near 
the sea-coast 'y' these were from three to six feet in width. • 

All the rocks of the island appear to be undergoing rapid deco,mpo
sition. Even in places where the rock se~med to have retained its 
original form of sharp edges and pointed pinnacles, it was found so 
soft, to the depth of a foot or more, as to crumble in the hand. The 
earth thus formed varies in colour from that of Indian red to a ligbt 
ochrey tint; in consequence, many of th~ hills are of a red hue, and 
one immediately behind Papieti, takes its name (Red Hill) from thi" 
appearance. 

This decomposed earthy matter, mixed with the abundant decayed 
vegetation of a tropical climate, forms, as may be readily imagined, a 
soil of the greatest fertility, adapted to every kind of cultivation. On 
the higher grounds, the soil thus con tituted has the character of a 
clay, and is in wet weather slippery and unctuous; in lower positions 
it is mixed with liPle derived from coral and shell, which often tends 
to augment its fertility. 

Iron abounds throughout; on the mountains to such an extent that 
compasses were found of little use from the local attraction by which 
they were a~cted; and on the shore, the sand was composed in part 
of iron, which could be seJ"aQ!ed by the magnet. 

Water gushes out near the c<l st in copious springs, but none of them 
were found. hot, nor were any wa springs reported to exist. 

Papieti, in whose harbour we w now lying, is one of the larO'e t 
villages on the island; being the ord ary residence of the queen, ~nJ. 
the abode of the foreign consuls. ,The eign residents are al 0, fOl' 
the most part, coUeated here. Among all its dwellings, the royal 

• 



48 T A II I T 1 AND E r M E O. 

1'e idence, and the house of Mr. Pritchard, arc the only ones which 
posses the luxury of glazed windows. The houses of the foreigner 
are cattered along the beach, or built immediately behind it. 

The bay of Papieti is the safest, and its port affords the greatest 
facilities for the repair and supply of vessels, of any belonging- to tbe 
island. For the mst purpose a wharf and warehouse have been con
structed, which are let to those who wi h to use them. We occupied 
them fOl' ten days, for which we paid thirty dollar. '1;he tender was 
hove out at the wharf, and her equipment secured in the warehouse. 
A limited upply of hips' stores and chand'lery is kept for sale, and 
may also be purchased from the vessels which frequent the port. 

The greater part of the commeroial business of Tahiti is transacter!. 
here, whither tbe articles for export from other parts of the island are 
brought to be re-shipped. The number of vessels which visit this port 
annually, is about sixty, of which the largest portion are whalers; tbe 
remainder are transient merchantmen, or regular traders from New 
South Wal~s. The latter bring cotton fabrics, whi ch they exchange 
for sugar, molasses, arrow-root, and cocoa-nut oil. The value of the 
exports in this direction i§Gsupposed to be about $35,000. 

The amount of American manufactured goods imported into the 
i"land is estimated at an equal sum; they find their way here in 
transient ships from the coast of South America.. and the supplies 
furni hed our whale-ships ar& generally paid in American goods. 

It is almost impossible, in the ab ence of all statistics, to arrive at 
any correct statement of the amount of foreign manufactures annually 
consumed here; but the quantity is evidently on the increase. 

By a regulation of the colonial government of New South Wales, 
Tahitian vessels are allowed to enter their ports on the same footing 
wi the English. There are several vessels engaged in the trade, and 
ot 1'8 building. 

The position of this i 1and, in the vicinity of the (cruising-ground of 
our whale-ships, and the resources it possesses for supplying shipping, 
make it a desirable point of rendezvous. 

The following statement will show the number and value of Ame
rican vessels visiting this island in the years 1836, '37, lind '38. 

1836 
1837 
]838 

• A census 

WnALE·Sll!l'S. z:.." VALUE OF OAIlGO. 

52. . • • . I~~'~~O 81,307,500 
57 . . . • 20,500 ], 17,000 
42 • . ,hiJ', 15,000 1,268,000 
9 merehD.llt-" 1,700 75,000 

~ 55,290 14,467,500 

recently taken, gives for the population of Tahiti nino 
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thousand, and for that of Eime6 one th usand. When this is compared 
with the estimates of the navigators who first visit d these island I an 
enormous decrease would appear to have taken place. The first esti. 
mates were, however, based on errOl1(JOUS data, and were unquestion. 
ably fat too high; yet there is doubt that the population has fallen 
off considerably in the interval. The decrease y be ascribed in 
part to the remains of the old custom of infanticide, in part to new dis· 
eases introdu d from abro!,ld, and the evil entailed upon tbem by 
foreigners, and in part to the transition now going on from a savage 
to a civilizcd life. •• 

Whatever may have been the case, during the first years after it 
was visited by Europeans, the population for the last thirty years has 
been nearly st tionary; the births and deaths arc now almost exactly 
in equal numbers. One of the oldest of the missionaries informed me, 
that although he saw much change in the character and habits of the 
people, he could perceive none in their apparent numbers. 

Tahiti does not appear to be afflicted by many di e ~s. Some 
have been introduced by foreign ships, and among others, the venereal, 
fi·om which the native suffer much, being fi1 possession of no method 
of arresting its ravages, and ignorant of the prop~r mod~ of treating 
it. In connexion with this subject, the ant of a physician a a part 
of the missiona y establishment, struck me as an instance of ne lect 
in its managers; and I was surpri ed to Irear that the London Society 
did not employ any medical men. From this cause, not only are the 
natives deprived of the benefits which might so easily have been 
conferred upon them, but the missionaries them elves are compelled 
10 pay, out of their private purses, for medical aid, when it C:ll1 be 
procured. They are Gven at times wholly without a physician. This 
bappen d to be the case at the time of our anival, when a medical 
practitioner who had formerly resided on the island, had just taken his 
departure. 

The effects of intoxication from ardent spirits and aya are said to 
have swept off many of the inhabitant. econdary syphilis is in 
some cnses severe, but their usual vegetable diet and simple m e of 
living, togetb&'r with frequent ablutions, tend to mitigate this disease. 
Its continued prevalence, en as the severity of some of the ca e , 
are ascribable to the inordina 11 e of mercury, administered by a 
physician who was accustomed distribute it in inordinate quantities 
among the affected, who were 0 ourse ignorant of its nature and 
consequences. 

While lying at Papieti, we had an op tunity of seeing the manner 
in which justice i~ n.dmini tered 11 criminal asc. Tbe court was 

VOL. 11. 7 
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held in the council-house. an oblong building, in the native style; the 
alleged crime was assault with intention of rape. The judges were 
seated on mats, having Paofai, their chief, a little in front of the re t; 
and the audience sat or stood around. The culprit was a petty chief, 
called Ta-rna-hau, a man of huge sife, and apparently somewh"at of a 
bully; he stood dttring the trial leaning against one end of the hou e, 
with an air of cool indifference. His accuser was a damsel not 
remarkable for personal beauty; she sat near the door among a number 
of other women. The witnesses were patiently heard, and the matter 
argued, after which the six judges severally gave their opinions and 
made remarks on the evidence, to which Paofai listened in an attentive 
and dignified matlner, expressing, as occasion demanded, his assent or 
dissent. He then pronounced the verdict of the court, by which the 
prisoner was acquitted. but did not dismiss him without a brief and 
merited admonition. It appeared, that although not guilty of the crime 
alleged, he had while intoxicated addressed indecent language to his 
a 1m er. " 

ultivation has undergone a great change within a few years, from 
the introduction of, the guava, which has overrun the lower plain; the 
pasturage has not only suffered, but to its destructive effects are 
attributed many evils. Ten yean prior to our visit, about which time 
th guava was introduced br the missionaries, the plain, from the sea 
to the base of the hill , was covered with verdure; and now it is over
run with an almost impenetrable thicket, before which all other vege
tation disappears. I am inclined to think, that although this tree is 
now looked upon by the natives as a great curse, it will in time be 
beneficial to them, and cause them to become industrious, when they 
are obliged to get rid bf it to make room for their sugar-cane, cotton, 
and indigo plantations; which products succeed temarkably well, can 
be raised at mall cost, and will before many years be in great demand. 

The cocoa-nut trees were also reported to hav been decreasing, but 
our inquiries did not confirm this statement. 

The manner of ascending the trees by the natives, has been fre. 
quently described, but can scarcely be imagined until ~itnessed; the 
feat is performed by leaping without any cessation, even in climbing 
the highest tt'ee; the body of the tree ~!ng rough or composed of 
rings, affords some hold for the thong v'hich spans the tree between the 
feet; at every jump, the body is thr Nn entirely free from the tree. 

The bread-fruit tree is also sa' • to have decreased, and this is no 
doubt the case; the seeds are .id to be often abortive at Tahiti, for 

b.ich reason the cultivation '" this way has been neglected of late, and 
f)e plants raised in other modes have become )css productive in conse 
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quence; it timber i used for many purposes; the fruit wa not in 
season while we were at Tahiti. 

Wild sugar-cane was found in the interior, comlnonly growing in 
tufts, but so small in size that it was with difficulty recognised; the 
cultivated kind is derived from tMs, and is also of small size. 

The fruits we met witq were oranges, lemuu ,.limes, shnddocks, 
pine-apples, papayas, bananas, figs, vi-apple, fahies, cocoa-nut, and 
bread-fruit; thi six fir t mentioned hn ve been introduced since Cook's 
time. 

The vegetables are sweet-pot:ftoes (Convolvulus), yams of small size, 
turo (Caladium esculentum), the ape (Caladinm macrorhizon). turnip, 
onions, and leeks; but there were no common potatoes cultivated. I 
gave Mr. Wil on some of tho yellow Peruvian potato (Papa amarillas), 
but he informed me that all their attempts to raise potatoes in the low 
ground had failed. 

The tacca. from which arrow-root is manufa tured, grows in quan-
tities, but we did not see it cultivated. • 

In the botanical research it was remarkable that not a ingle tern 
of paper mulberry (Brollssonetia) was found, although former vi iter8 
speak of it as the tree from which their cloth was made. 

There arc a vast variety of ornamental shrubs, and many aromatic 
plants, which the natives use to 'perfume their cocoa-nut oil. 

The tutui tree (Aleurites triloba), the n~t of which i llscd in tattoo
ing, is very common I!-ll over the island. 

Tobacco is grown in mall quantities. 
Mr. Henry informed me that grapes succeeded well on the south

east side of the i land. 
The price of labour i from two to four dollars a month, but for 

occa ionallabour fifty cents a day is usually paid. 
Wile! hogs are said to be num rous in the mountain region; non of 

Our partie , howe r. met any. Horses are po essed by man per ons 
on the islnnd, and goats were seen. Dogs and' cats were abundant. 
The island is .well stlpplied with cattle; they are suffered to run ild, 
and frequent the neighbourhood of the hills, whither they are obliged to 
go for pastur:ge, which is now very sc rce on the island, on accolmt 
of the thick growth of the va. 

After the departure of the . ncennes, a party from the Peacock, 
consisting of Mr. Dana and some hers, obtained leave of absence from 
Captain Hudson for five day, Wi tb design of ascending Mou,nt 
Aorai. They commenced the act immediately in the rcar of 
Papieti, and by noon on the second da ad reachen an elevation of 

• 



62 TAHlTI AND EII1EO. 

five thousand teet, where they stood upon a platform about twelve feet 
square; thence they looked down eastward two thousand foot into the 
Matnvai Valley; to the westward they had a gorge about a thousand 
feet deep running into Toanoa Valley; to the south, the platform on 
which they stood was united by a n'arrow ridge with Mount Am'ai, 
which was apparEllBtly only n short distance before them. In this place 
they were compell~d to pass the night, by a fog which enveloped them, 
through which the guides were unwilling to lead them, {.efusiog to pro
ceed further along the dangerous path until ' the clouds should clear 
away. < 

The next morning was clear, and they pursued their ascending route 
along the edge of a ridge not more than two or three feet in width, 
having on each side an abyss two thousand feet.deep. Seen from this 
ridge, looking south, Mount Aorai seemed a conical peak, but as it 
was approached it proved to be a mountain wall, whose edge was 
turned towards them. The only ascent was by a similar narrow 
path betw~n precipices, and surpassed in steepness those they had 
already passed. The width of the crest seluom exceeded two feet, 
and in some cases they sat upon it as if on horseback, or were com
pelled to creep along it upon their hands and knees, clinging to the 

. bushes. At last they reached the summit, where they found barely 
room to turn around. The ridge continued for only a short distance 
beyond them, being then cut across by the Punaania Valley. 

From the summit of Aorai they had a magnificent view; to the 
south, it was speedily bounded by the peaks of Orohena and Pitohiti, 
whose teep sides rose from the valley beneath them; to the east, 
they had the rapid succession of ridge and gorge which characterizes 
Tahitian scenery; to the west, over a similar series of jagged ridQ'es, 
Eimeo and Tetuaroa stood out from the horizon of the sea in bold 
relief; to the north, they looked down upon the plain, studded with 
groves of cocoo.-nut and orange, and upon the harl>our with its ship
ping, and the encircling reefs uf ~oraJ. 

A short distance low the summit of Mount Aorai, a mass of turrets 
and pinnacles, which from its singular outline is called the crown, 
runs nlong the top of a narrow ledge. r 

Except the plain of the coast, no level • d is in sight but the valley 
of Punaania; this is divided from t l of Matavai by a ridge of the 
usual edge-like form, running upwa 8 towards Orohena. 

, Very few of the natives who a • now alive have been on the summit 
of Aorai; their paths in this dir tion, as in other places, do not lead 
beyond the limit of the gl' .::s of wild baDau (fahie). Beyond the 
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height at which these cease to grow, the ground is chiefly covered 
it a wiry gra (Gleichenia), which springs up in many places to 

the height of ten feet, and is every where almost impenetrable. When 
this wa not too high, they broke it down by casting their bodies Ilt 
full le"gth 1,lpon it; and when ot larger growth, they had recourse to 
cutting away or breaking its stiff and crowded s ms, until they had 
formed a way beneath it, whence the light was almost excluded. 

The want f water, which after a few days of dry weather is 
seldom found even in. the elevated valleys, was an additional discom

. fort. It is to be recom~ended' to future travellers in the mountains 
of Tahiti to make provision against this inconvenience. The party 
was so much distressed from this cause as to enjoy the dew' upon the 
leaves as a luxury. 

Mr. Dana reported that the visit to Aorai conclusively settled one 
que tionable point in the geology of the island. He found upon its 
summit neither corals nor" screw-shells," which vague rumours liave 
long located on the top of the Tahitian mountains. Everyone who 
has visited this island has probably heard that such formations exist in 
these lofty positions; but the report rests wholly on native authority. 
Moera, tbe guide who accompanied the party, and who resides near 
Ol1e-Tree Hill, insisted that he had seen both, and promised to show 
them. On reaching the summit, he began digging, and the rest of the 
party aided him. He soon brough~ up wt:at he called coral, but which 
proved to be a grayish trachytic rock; and, although he continued to 
dig for some time longer, he could find nothing which he could venture 
to exhibit as screw-shells. 

In their descent from Mount Aorai they followed the western ide 
of the valley of Papoa, along a narrow ledge, similar to that by which 
they had ascended. After proceeding for two hours they reached a 
small plain, which speedily narrowed to a mere edge of naked rock, 
with a steep incl" ation; tbis they were compelled to traverse on 
their hands and knee, taking the greatest care to avoid detaching the 
rock, which in many places overhung a precipice; next followed a 
perpendicular de ceot of about twenty-five feet, down which they let 
themsel es by ropes; this difficulty overcome, the rest of the route 
pre ented no dangerou fea , and was performed in safety. 

The manufactures of Tahiti 'e of little amount. Among them i~ 
that of arrow-root from the Tac pinnatifida, which employs a por
tion of the population. Cocoa-nut (,' is also made, and preserved for 

in pieces of bamboo, cut off at e joints, when the natural dia-
phragms form a bottom, and the piece thl1s a convenient bucket. 
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Thi oil i often scent d with arom tic herbs, to be employed by the 
Datives in anointing the hair and body; it is also used for burning in 
lamps, and is exported in considerable quantities. T.be lamps, whicn 
are always kept burning in thpir houses at night, arc made of the shell 
of a cocoa-nut. The wick is form~d of wild otton, and fs kept 
upright in the cernre of the bowl by two elasti strips of cocoa-nut 
leaf crossing each other at right angles. 

ugar is beginning to attract attention, and some attempts have 1,1.1 0 

bee)l made in the culture and preparation of indigo. 
Making straw or chip hats is a tavouri1e occupation among the 

women, whose former employment of making tapa has, as was stated 
in the preceding chapter, been. much diminished by the introduction of 
European fa hions. 

I have also before referred to the abortive attempt of the mis ion
aries to introduce machinery for the manufacture of cotton, which will 
be agjlin mentioned in speaking of the island of Eimeo, where the 
experiu1ent' was maJt.:. 

Before closing my remarks on Tahiti, I consider it my duty to say 
a few words in relation to the transgression of the local la ws by many 
of the ves els which vi it it, and some of which, I regret to be om
pelled to confess, bear the flag of the United States. J have particular 
reference to the license always allowed to the crews, and in which the 
masters and officer often t1!emselves indulge, in making brothels of 
their ships. They also do not scruple to retail ardent spirits to the 
natives, although they well know that it i contrary to a la w of the 
island, most strictly enforced 011 shore. Such conduct not unfrequently 
gives ri e to difficulties very prejudicial to the interests of the owners; 
but it is still more disgraceful when considered in its destructive effect 
up n the people whose hospitality they are enjoying, and as a practice 
that they would not dare to indulge in, when in the ports of any 
civilized nation. 

The influence f the example of these visiters upon the natives is 
demoralizing in the oxtreme, is calculated to retard their advancement 
in civilization, and throws countless difficulties and obstructions in the 
way of the laudable e ertions of the mis ionaries. C" • 

Little idea can be formed by those ~~8 have not witnessed it, of 
the extent to which the practice of v(ading spirits is carried, nl)t only 
at Tahiti, but throughout the Poly~sian islands. I am satisfied, that 
if the owners of the vessels whi1th indulge in it were aware of the 
traffic, d had a just sen e of t _ ir own interest, they would i rd~t the 
sale of this pernicious article nd prohibit the carriage of it in their ships. 
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Captain Hud on, who was much troubled with the illicit supply of 
spirits to his men, and was aware of the fact that the practice' of 
vending it was contrary to law, endeavoured to di cover the parties 
engag d in this traffic. He did thi not only for the ake of his own 
crew, -(Vho, when que tioned, sta'ted that their intoxication was p'ro
duced by gin, bought at the rate of three dollars a ttJe, but to aid the 
natives in their exertions to prevent the infraction of their laws by the 
white resident In pursuance of these objects, he caIJed a meeting of 
the chief! , and stated bis complaint. They forthwith ordered earch to 
be made for the offenders y the police, by which some of them were 
discovered and immediately fined. At the examination, however, the 
chiefs stated to Captain Hudson, with what truth I do not pretend to 
say, that seventy cases of gin had been landed by ur own consul, from 
whom they believed that the retailers had obtained it, while the main 
stock being upon his premises, under the United States flag, was pTO

tected from search. 
The repairs of tbe Flying-Fish were not completed before the 10th 

October, up to which time the Peacock was detained. not only in order 
that tbey might sail in company, but becal;se her officers were still 
en a ed in the survey of the harbours. In the interval of leisure which 
was thus afiorded them, the crew of tbe Peacock asked and obtained 
permission to get up a theatrical entertain.ment, for the amusement of 
the natives and themselves. The counqil-house was placed at their 
disposal for the purpose by the native authorities. The play cho en 
was chiller's" Robbers," the part of which had been rehearsed at 
sea, in the afternoons-a task which had been the ource of much 
amusement. An opportunity was now pre ented of getting it up well: 
the dresses having been prepared, the day was appointed, and when it 
arrived the piece was performed j the acting was thought by tho 
officers very tolerable, and finally gave great deJirrht to the natives. 
The latter, howev r, were somewhat disappointed in the early parts 
of the perfol'mance, for they had expected an exhibition of juggling, 
such as had been given for their entertainment on board of a French 
frigate. While under this feeling, they were heard to say there was 
too much" par~u" (talk). "After they began to enter into the spirit of the 
performance, the murders to. eir fancy; and they were diverted with 
the male repre entatives of the f ale characters. 

A number of comic song, w . h formed the relief of the more 
onous play, were exceedingly applauded j among others they laughed 

heartily at "Jim Crow" ung in hara er, and could not be uaded· 
that it was a fictitious character. 
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On the 25th September, the Vincennes sailed from the port of 
Papieii for the island of Eimeo. The distance between its reef and 
that of Tahiti. measured by the patent Jog. is ten miles. 

Eimeo is a beautiful object in the view from Tahiti, and its beauty 
is enhanced on a nearer approach; its hills and mountains may, 
without any gre t stretch of the imagination, be converted into 
battlements, pires, and towers, rising one above the other; their gray 
sides are clothed here and there with verdure, whiclt at a distance 
Te embles ivy of the richest hue. 

o 

Taloo harbour is an inlet about three miles in depth, situated in a 
gleu enclo ed by precipitous sides ri ing in places to the height of two 
thou and feet; at its head is an extensive flat of rich alluvial soil, now 
employed in the culture of sngar, and studded wifh trees, shrubs, and 
other intere ting objects. Tlie ship lay at anchor close beneath a high 
mountain on the left, in contrast with which her dimensions seemed 
those of a cock-boat. t 

. I had been furnished with letters 10 the Rev. Mr. Simpson, who is 
stationed as missionary at Eimeo; w J we landed, he met us llpon 
the beach, and gave us a most rdial reception; we were soon 
surrounded by nearly all the nati es in the place, male and female, 
old and young, who followed us with expressions of wonder; their 
conduct reminded me of the nner in which an Indian lef is l"Un 
after in the treets of our merican eities. In spite of thefr excite-
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ment they were all extremely civil, and said they only wished to look 
at us, although some were disposed to feel us. 

Mr. Simpson led. the way to his house, passing by. a thick and well
built stone wall, the ' only one which I had seen used as an enclosure 
in thesO islands; an my inquiring if it was the work of native labour, 
I was informed that it had been erected by an 1ri hman, who is now 
the overseer of Mr. Simpson's sugar plantation. This wall encloses a 
large lawn, w.ith a number of fine bread-fruit trees; on each side of 
the walk was a row of low acacias, which were at the time in 
full bloom, with flowers U many colours,-yellow, orange, red, and 
variegated; at the end of the walk was a low thatched white 
cottage. 

Mr. and Mrs. Simpson have the care of a school for the children 
of missionaries and respectable white parents: these are kept entirely 
separate from the children of the natives; the reason assigned for this 
exclu iveness is, that the danger of the former receiving improper 
ideas is such as to preclude their association with the l<ttter. This 
may be g od policy as far as the white children are concerned, 
although I doubt its having a good effect 'on their minds if they are 
de tined to spend their lives among the islands. The habit they will 
thus acquire of looking UpOIl the natives a their inferiors, cannot fail 
to have an injurious influence 011 both. The exclusiveness is carried 
so f3;r; that the children of whites by nati~e women, although they are 
united in the relation of husband and wife, are not admitt d into these 
schools, because, as they say, they do not wish their children to be 
contaminated by intercourse with such· a mixture of blood. In pur
suance of the same policy they have, as it is said, procured the 
enactment of a law prohibiting marriage between whites and the 
natives. 

This, I rnu t say, appeared to me the worst feature I had seen in the 
missionary establi ment. It is placed here for the avowed purpo e 
of reclaiming the native!> from idolatry, and the vices which are its 
concomitants. In doing this, their most S\lccessful effort have been 
in the conversion nd moral improvement of the young; yet they bring 
up their own ~ildr n to look down upon them as beings of an inferior 
order. In becoming acquai with this feature, I no longer wondered 
at the character, which I was c pelled by a regard for truth to give, 
of the children of mi ionary pare ,s in Tahiti. 

The mis ion aries are now aware that their proper plan is to devote 
th ir time ~d attention to the young j ~nd in pursuance of thi object, 
Mr. and Mrs. Howe have lately arrived m -England, f, r the purpose 
of establishing al) infant' school. 

VOL. II. B • 
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It is to be regretted that the schools of manual labour have, for 
what reasQn I could not learn, been di continued. orne of the natives 
who had been instructed in them evinced a knowledge of the trade of . 
the carpenter, and furnished the ships with very good boards sawn by 
themselves. ' ~ 

The natives of tEimeo have an advantage over those of Tahiti in 
being free from the influence of evil e. ample j many of thorn are 
industrious, and po ess a proper feeling of the ben fits they have 
derived from the missionaries, of whom they speak, whenever ques-
tioned, a friends. [ , 

Three of our crew having become enamoured of these i lands, 
deserted while the Vincennes lay at Eimeo. They left the ship about 
ten o'clock at night, soon after which their absence wa discovered, 
and parties sent out in every direction to intersect the roads and drive 
them to the hills. This was effected the following morning, and a 
large party of natives was employed to hunt them up. This task 
they speed~ly performed, I1hd at last dro ve the deserters to one of the 
higheRt ridges, in full view of the ship. Here the runaways appeared 
at first disposed to make fight with stones; but when they saw the 
odds against them, and witnessed the alertness of the native in 
leaping from cliff to cliff, they thought it be t to give themselves 
up; which they did to three natives, naked except the maro, and 
armed respectively with a rusty sword, an old cutlass, and a piece 
of iron hoop. These bound their hands, and led them down to the 
shore, whence they were brought on board, where the three natives 
received the reward offered for their apprehension. The chase und 
capture was an amusing sight to those who watched the proceedings 
from the ship. 

Eimeo has, if possible, a more broken surface than Tahiti, ancl. is 
more thrown up into separate peaks; its scenery is wild even in com
parison with that of Tahiti, and particularly UP0D. the shores, where 
the mountain!! rise precipitously from the water, to the heiO'ht of 
twenty-five hundred feet. The reef which surrounds the i land is 
similar to that of Tahiti, and as we have seen to be the case there, no 
soundings are found on the outside of it. Black cellular Java abounds, 
and holes are found in its shattered ri ~:l, among which is the noted 
one through which the god Oroo is s Jd to have thrown his spear. 

While we remained at Eimeo, visited Papoa or Cook's Harbour, 
which lies to the east of that of Taloo. There is a marked resem
blance between the two ports, ~copt tbat the shores of Papoa are D9t 

quite as precipitous as tnose/<Jf Taloo, and the entrance of the former 
oot as practicable. 

c 
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Wood' and water may be had at both harbours in abundance, bu"t 
in other respects the island is not well adapted as a place for -the 
supply of ships. No more than a single ship would probably b able 
to find refreshments at a time. It is, therefore, seldom vi ited, and 
its surp'us produce is carried to 't'ahiti for sale. Notwithstanding, the 
article of traffic are quite as dear a at Tahiti. • 

The inhabitants of Eimeo re ide upon the shores, and there are 
several large villages on the southern side of the island; among the e 
is Afareaitu, at which the Rev. Mr. Hale, whose recent arrival has 
been spoken of, is about t<! take ·up his residence. 

It was in this island that the establishment of a factory for spinning 
cotton, and weaving cloth and carpets, was attempted by Me srs. 
Armitage and Blossom, who were sent out for the purpo e by the 
London Missionary Society. Its failure and cessation after a £'lir trial 
have already been mentioned. 

It has been seen that the alluvial plain at the head of the harbour 
of Taloo, i partly occupied by plantations of sugar. Th cane is of 
superior quality, and the climate well adapted to its production; the 
plant is indeed indigenous, and it is well kn·own that the variety of it 
found at Tahiti has been introduced advantageously into the West 
Indies. At Eimeo the crop is liable to injury from the ground-rat, and 
there are difficulties attendinO" the management of the crop, which 
'au e the cultivators to speak despondingly. About one hundred tons, 

however, are made annually. 
offee, cotton, and all other tropi al plant, succeed well at Eimeo, 

and the quantity of tapa manufactured is greater in proportion than at 
T ahiti. 

I took the opportunity of my anchorage in the harbour of Eime ,to 
verify the chart made by Captain Von Schantz, of the Russian hip 
America, and found it accurate. I have added some soundings, and 
laid down the top O"raphy f the shor 5, and the outline of the reefs, 
more minutely than he had attempted. 

n leaving Eimeo, I bade adieu to the Tahitian i lands; but I cannot 
clo e the portion of the Narrative which i devoted to them, without 
again express~lg the plea LIre I and all my officers derived from OUf 
intercour e with tb mi sio ·jes, and our obligation for the kindne s 
\' ceived from them and other. ,si ents. Among those to whom we 
are indebted, I cannot refrain fre.; 1 naming George Pritchard, E q., 
H. B. M. on uI, of whose strenuous exertions to advance the welf:'lr 
of the peopJe, and sustain the governm~nt in its effort to promot tn ir 
b t interest, I becnme by ob el'vation fUl!y a\vare. It is to be rerrfellen. 
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that his very activity in thus labouring in many ways for the good of 
the 'community in which he resides, should be the probable cau e of 
unkind and unti unded imputations, from those actuated, if not by 
motives positively bad, at least by a less enlightened or less ardent 
zeal. f) 

" 
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CHAPTER III. 

TU'l'UILA. 

1839. 

ON the· 29th of September, at daylight, having the wind.. from the 
northward and eastward, we got under way, and made sail to the west
ward, passing the Society Island Group: VIZ., Sir Charles aunders' 
Isle, Huaheine, Tuhaa, Borabora, Maufili, and Moutoiti. All of these, 
with the exception of the last, are high lands. 

On the 30th, , e made Bellinghausen's Island, which is a low coral 
island, imilar to those which have been already described. It was 
uninhabited, and is of a triangular form, with the usual vegetation, 
with the exception of cocoa-nut palms. We landed upon it, and made 
the magnetic experiments. 

Birds were in great plenty, and as tame as we had found them at 
other uninhabited islands we had vi ited. No lizards or rats were 
observed, nor .vas the common fly seen. The lagoon had no passage 
into it at low water, but the tide flowed into it over the reef. 

During the time. of our stay on the i land, the tide rose and fell 
upward of two feet, and it was high water at A. M. Many pecimens 
of fi sh were obtained here, of which the department of Natural History 
will treat. 

In the after800n, we again made sail to the westward, for Rose 
Island, and on the 6th of October, we pa sed near the locality of the 
Royal George Shoal but sa w nothing of it. 

On the 7th, which was the day appointed for our rendezvous off 
Rose Island, we came in sight of i , and at the same time descried the 
Porpoise. That vessel had passed by. Nairsa or Dean's I -land, and 
connected the survey of it with that of Kru enstern's and Lazareff. 
Both of these were found to have entrances into their lagoons; the~ 

(113) 
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are uninhabited, though occasionally visited by the natives of Nairsa 
Island. The position of Recreation Island was passed over, but no 
igns of land discovered. 

Rose Island, tbe most eastern of the Samoan Group, was discovered 
by Freycinet, who gave it it name. It appears, at first, like it round 
knoll of land, but n a nearer approach, this is fouod to ari, e from a 
large clump of Pisonia trees, similar to those found growing in tbe low 
archipelago. It is a low annular coral island, of small dimensions, 
inundated at high water, with the exception of two small banks, one 
of which i entirely covered by tbe clump 0 trees. The other is formed 
of dead coral, without any vegetation.' The tide was found here to rise 
about four and a half feet, the flood setting to the eastward. The 
breakers on its weather or southeast side are heavy; and -there is an 
entrance into the lagoon, having four fatl10m8 depth of water tfirough 
it. The lagoon has from six to twelve fathoms in it. A remal'l<able 
coral formRtion, like a submerged tree, thirty feet in diameter over its 
top, was und in the centre of the lagoon, rising to the level of low 
water, and haviug all around it a depth of six fathoms. The currents 
set regularly out and in to°tbe lagoon, according to the state of the tide. 
In stormy wenther the sea must make a complete breach over -the reef. 

Some boulders of t!sicular lava were seen on the coral reef; they 
were from twenty to two hundred pounds weight, and were fouod 
among blocks of coral conglomerate. 

Birds were seen flying over the island, and on landing we found them 
in great numbers and very tame. The frigate-birds, and boobies (sula), 
whose nests had before been observed on low bushes, were here found 
on the tops of trees fifty feet high. The noddies laid their eggs on the parts 
of the island destitute of vegetation. Tern were in great numbers; 
their breeding-place was in a thicket on the weather side of the island, 
or that which was expo"ed to the wind and sea, and was remarkable 
from the regularity with which the eggs were pia cd, about thrco feet 
apart, without any nest, and, with but few exception, out of mallY 
thousands, each egg lay separately. The colour of the eggs is a dirty, 
white, mottled with brown. The noise made by !hese biftls when dis
turbed was almost deafening; but on making a loud so nd, such as the 
firing of a gun, their cries would cea e for a moment or two, producing 
a singular sti11ness. 

Several small turtles, similar to those seen at Honden Island, were 
observed here. One of them was taken, but its flesh proved coarse, 
and was drier than that of the green turtle: they feed upon a species 
of fucus that grows upon the reefs. Here we made observations for 
.intensity and dip. 



'l'UTUILA. 

On the 7th, we left Rose Island and stood to the westward, making 
at sunrise the island of Manua, which is two thousand five hundred 

. feet above the level of the sea. It has the form of a regular dome, 
rising in most places precipitou~ly from the water to the height of 
three 0; four hundred feet, after which its ascent appears more gentle 
and even. It is sixteen miles in circumference, is-Well covered with 
a luxuriant >'egetation, and has many cocoa-nut groves on its north
wesl side. 

On approaching it; Oloosinga was in sight, and shortly after Ofoo. 
The e two islands lie to t~e northwestward, at the distance of about 
foul' miles. 

The boats were lowered, and sent to t e the shores of the island 
of Manua, for the purpose of surveying it; whilst the Vincennes and 
.the Porpoise passed on each si e. 

This island is inhabited. The principal settlement is on the north
west. side, and there is anchorage for a small vesser near the shore, 
where there is a cove to land in, with but little surf duri~ the fine 
season, or from April to November. It has a shore-reef of coral, and 
the soundings &xtend off some distance, eight fathoms being found four 
hundred yards from the shore. 

Some large blocks of vesicular lava were seen on its northeast 
point, but tbe general structure was a conglomerate of a drab colour, 
in horhwntal strata; yet the beach was of light-coloured sand, formed 
by a mixture of coral and shells. 

Our arrival off Manua was opportune. According to the statement 
of one of the brothers of the king, who spoke a little English, hostili
ties had been threatened between the "missionary" party, and the 
" devil's men." A native missionary, resident in the island, had already 
prevented a battle, by telling them that if they wished to fight with 
each other they must first kill him. Through his influence and exem
plary conduct, peaoo had hitherto been preserved. It was stated that 
several" very bad" white men were on the island, and that they made 
"plenty of fight;" but that on seeing" mannawa" (man-of-war), they 
had gone into ~e " bush." 

Eight of these men had deserted from an English whaler, whose 
boat they had stolen. Three of them came alongside of us next day, 
clad after tbe manner of the natives, and were very anxious to be taken 
oft'the i land. 

The canoes of these islanders were the be t we had seen. They 
nre bu~lt of a log, having upon it piei es fastened together, to raise 
them sufficiently high. They Ilre thirty or f4 rty feet long, and are 
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partly covered in at both nds. Some of them arc capable of con
taining twenty or twenty-five men, and are very swift. The chief 
usually sits cro -legged on the forward platform or deck. They have 
an (lut-rigger, which is not so far removed from ilie canoe, and renders 
them more liable to be upset. • 

Several of the ftati ves came on board. They were a finely-formed 
race, and appeared lively and well-disposed, though in a much wilder 
state than those of the ociety Islands. 

Our party, on landing, were immeUiatell sm-founded with natives 
willing to trade, and calling out for" bacca" (tobacco), which is in 
great request among them. Fish-hooks were also much sought for. 
A fowl, a bunch of bamb , and a dozen of cocoa-nuts were procured 
for n small one. 

They seemed willing to exchange any thing they had, viz., basket , 
mats, spears, clubs, &c., to obtain the e articles. They were not 
found altogether honest, though this did not consist in stealing, but in 
aIling tJ'R:ir articles twice over; for after we had made a purchase 

from one, another would claim the article as belonging to himself, and 
insist on also receiving a C price for it. 

Near the village are thick stone walls, intended to all appearances 
for defence. The houses are elliptical, supported on stout posts, about 
fom- feet high, from which the roof or thatching rises .to the height of 
twelve or fifteen feet; they are generally erected on a raised terrace 
of stone, two feet above the ground. The floors are covered with 
coarse matting. 

The king or chief of these islands resides at Oloosinga, in conse
quence of its being more easily defended. 

The dress of the natives consists only of the maro, made of the 
leaves of the Dracrena, which has a graceful appearance. The leaves 
arc lit, and form a kind of short petticoat. 

The tattooing is of the same kind, as will be de c!:'ibed in the general 
account of the Samoan Islands. 

These islands furnish pigs, fowls, sweet-potatoes, fruit, and some 
taro. The vegetation was thought to be more luxurian than at Tahiti, 
and the climate moister: 

Many running streams were observed coursing down the siOes of 
the island. When off the eastern end, we were much surprised to see 
the natives plunge off the rocks into the heavy surf to reach our boats. 

After our party reached the ship, we made sail for Oloosinga, 
where I went on shore to soo the king or chief, who was old and 
decrepit. His name is Lalelah. His brother, and presumptive successor, 
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wa with him, an met me as I landed from the boat. His mode of 
salutation was by taking my hand and rubbing the back of it against 
his nose. 

The old man, I was told by the interpreter, could speak a little 
Englisll, but I could not undersfand him. This he attributed to his 
age, and would not admit that it was owing to h~ ignorance of the 
language. They led the way to his hut, situated under a mural 
precipice twelve hundred feet in height. 

The island of Oloosinga is a narrow ledge of rocks, rising nearly 
perpendicular on both si<1es, aned is three miles in length. 0 preci
pitous is it at its ends, that it is impossible to pass around it on the 
rocks. The strip of land is about five hundred yards in width, on 
which bread-fruits and cocoa-nuts grow in great profusion and suffi
cient abundance for all the wants of the natives. They told me that 
this island had been chosell as a place of safety, since the other 
became unsettled in consequence of the wars of the Christian and 
Devil's parties, and that the island of Manua had former+y been the 
residence of the king, but that he found himself unsafe there, and had 
taken up his abode at Oloosinga, on its northwestern side. 

His house was elliptical in form, and thirty feet long, erected on a 
well-flagged terrace of stone, about four feet above the ground. It 
was well haded with cocoa-nut and bread-fruit trees, and was 
supported around by ten stout posts, with three others in the centre 
reaching the top. The roof came down within three and a half feet 
of the ground, and projected as eaves about eighteen inches or two 
feet. In the centre the hut was fifteen feet high and well thatched. 

The whole floor was ordered to be spread with fine mats, which 
were carefully unrolled, and laid over the coarser ones on the' floor. 
The king then seated himself in the centre, and desired me to take 
a seat between himself and brother. Shortly afterwards two large 
wooden trays we.-e brought in, filled with cooked bread-fruit and 
covered over with leaves. One of these was placed before me, when 
the king made a long speech, giving me welcome and offering food to 
eat. I was th~n desired to hand some to the king and his brother, and 
to others who were pointed out to me. This I did, but unfortunately 
continued my task, and handed it to one of the Yanakas, or common 
people, who were sitting close around us; much displeasure was 
evinced, accompanied with angry looks. I now looked around for 
my men, but they were out of sight, on their return to the boat. In 
order to make the best of my situatioi , I asked what was meant, and 
feigned to be quite ignorant of having given any offence. After a 
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minute they wt.:re apparelltly appeased, and pleas3Qt looks were 
restored. 

They handed round a shell containing cocoanut.oil to dip the 
bread-fruit in, and another containing salt water. After we had eaten, 
they began a careful examination of' my clothes, and appearefi much 
pleased with the lYUttons. My pocket-handkerchief was taken out of 
my pocket, and spread on the mat to be examined by the king. His 
brother took off my hat and put it on the top of his large bushy head. 
They then had avo. made, of which I could not partake, after seeing 
the process of making i~. It is first clfewed %y the women and thrown 
into a large bowl; water is added to it, 'and it iR then trained through 
leaves. This was partaken of by them all, while they gave me a 
fresh cocoa-nut. 

They were becoming more familiar every moment, and it was 
getting late, so I thought it time to make a move. I therefore rose up, 
and was followed by the natives, in number upwards of a hundred, 
including .the king and his brother, to the boat. I l(\oked carefully 
around for arms, but saw none among them. My boat was aground: 
the king, hi brother, and' several others, got into it, saying they must 
have some presents. They seemed disposed to resist, and showed a 
determination to contest our getting oft: I on the other hand was 
determined to get rid of them, and peaceably if I could; I therefore 
ordered the boat's crew to arm themse!ve, and drive everyone of the 
natives from the boat, at the same time intimating to the king to use 
his authority, which I found, however, existed only in name. We thus 
succeeded in getting clear of the crowd, until we had no more than 
eigl left; to each of these I presented a small fish-hook, a~d ordered 
lhem to get into the water, whieh wa about a foot deep, and go; thi 
they did, one by one. At last came the king and his brother's turn, to 
whom 1 presented, with great ceremony, first a small and then a largo 
fi h-hook; after which they left me, apparently in great good humour. 
I was heartily glad to be rid of such rapacious troublesome fellows so 
easily and without a fight. We then pushed our boat off. When just 
beyond the reef, in taking up our anchor, tbe boat had ~he appearance 
of returning again on shore. On seeing this; a great shout was set up 
by the natives, and one of tbem immediately advanced with my 
powder.fla k. H~ said it had been taken by a boy out of the boat, and 
had been dropped into the water, to be picked up after we had shoved 
off. I gave the man a small present for his apparent honesty; but I 
am inclined to believe it was tile fear of detection, and the belief that 
we had missed the article, and were returning for it, that induced them ' 
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to give it up so willingly. It was some time before he could be made 
to understand wIiat the reward was for, but when he found it was for 
his honesty, he laughed heartily. 

This having excited our suspicions, the bont's erew informed me 
that a eanoe that was paddling db' had been alongside of the gig, and 
that they felt satisfied that the natives had taken "omething from us. 
It being in our course towards the ship, we gave chase, and being 
favoured by the wind, soon overtook the canoe, to the great fright of 
the two natives, who were paddling with all their might, and whose 
eyes were full of tears ~en otertaken: They had nothing at all in 
their canoe, and after examination it proved we had lost nothing. To 
console them for this alarm, I gave them a few trifles, and they 
became easy Ilnd cheerful. 

The coral reef around this island was different from any I had 
hitherto seen. It consisted of two regular shelves, the outer one from 
fifty to sixty feet wide, and the inner in places measuring one hundred 
and forty feet. A distinct mark of high water was measilred along 
the beach, and found to be twenty feet above the ordinary sea-tide, 
which has from four to five feet rise. • 

The rock at Manua was volcanic conglomerate, with large bloc1{s 
of vesicular lava lying loose on the coral beach. 

Before sunset the boat returned to the ship, having completed the 
survey of both islands. 

0[00 lies to the westward of Oloosinga. There is a pa age for 
boats of about a fourth of a mile in width between them, and anchor
age on the western side. Ofoo resembles Oloosinga j and, from the 
accounts we received, it has nut few inhabitants: those of Oloosinga 
having made war upon them, and killed the" native" off. There i a 
small and comparatively low islet off its western end, near which there 
is an anchorage. After sunset we bore away for Tutuila, which can 
be seen in fine weather from these islands. 

The temperature in the pas age from Tahiti to the Samoan I land 
had increased from 77-6° to SI·110 in the air; and that of the water 
from 79-6° to 81.0°. 

As it wa ~y intention to make a thorough examination of thi 
group, I resolved, in order to accompli h it in the least possible time, 
to divide the squadron, so as to put all the remaining i land under 
examination at the same time. The island of Tutuila being the most 
central, and, from the information I had obtained, the best position for 
my astronomical observations, I sc1ect&d it for the Vincennes. That 
of Upolu was reserved for the Peacock and Flying-Fish when they 
should arrive j and in case of their being detained longer than I ant,-
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cipated, I should be ready to take up tlle survey of the latter, or assist 
in completing it. The Porpoise was ordered to examine the island of 
Savaii; and one of the naturalists, Dr. Pickering, was directed to join 
her, for the purpose of exploring the interior of the island during her 
operations in its vicinity. Lieutertant-Commandant Ringgotd was 
therefore directed ('0 land him for the purpose, and take him on board 
when the survey should be concluded.* 

On the 10th of October, we had light winds, in consequence of 
which we did not reach Tutuila that day. At daylight on the 11th we 
were near its eastern end, and off the slandcof Anuu. 

About eight miles to windward of tbe harbour of Pago-pago, we 
~ere boarded by several canoes, iI?- which were some natives, with a 
white man, by name William Gray, whom I retained as interpreter 
during our sta,y here, and found of much use. 

The island of TutuiJa is high, broken, a\1d of volcanic appearance. 
It is seventeen miles long, and its great.est width is five miles; The 
harbour of Pago-pago penetrates into the centre, and almost divides 
the islund into two parts. It is l~ss varied in surface than the Society 
Islands; and its highcst peak, that of Matafoa. was found to be two 
thousand three hundred and twenty-seven feet above the sea. The 
spurs and ridgell that form the high land are like those of Tahiti: 
precipitous, sharp-edged, and frequently rise in mural walls from the 
water to a height of three or four hundred feet, showing the bare 
basaltic rock. Above this height, the surface is covered with a 
luxuriant vegetation to the very top of the mountains; the cocoa-nut 
tree and tree-fern give the principal character to this beautiful scenery. 
Dead coral is seen along the shores, above high-water mark . 

. The harbour of Pago.pago is one of the most singular in all the 
Polynesian isles. It is the last point at which one would look for a 
place of shelter: the coast near it is peculiarly rugged, and has no 
appearance of indentations, and the entrance bei:ng narrow, is not 
easily observed. Its shape has been compared to a variety of articles: 
that which it most nearly resembles is a retort. It is surrounded on all 
sides by inaccessible mural precipices, from eight hundred to one 
thousand feet in beight. The lower parts of these rocks are bare, u 
they are clothed above with luxuriant vegetation. So impassable did 
the rocky barrier appear in all but two places, tbat the harboul' was 
likened to the valley of Ras~elas changed into a lake. The two breaks 
in the precipice are at the head of the harbour and at the Pilot's Cove. 
The harbour is of easy. access, Jlnd its entrance, which is about a third 
of a mile in Kith, is well marked by the Tower Ro.ck an,4 Devil's Point. . 

• For orders, 600 Appendix 



About three miles to the southward, off the mouth of the harbour, 
there is a coral bank half a mile long, on which the sea' b"reaks in 
stormy weather: the least depth of water found on it was four and a 
half fathoms; the depth increases 10 the eastward, towards the island 
of Anuu. 

As we arrived off the harbour the wind grew light, and finally came 
out ahead, thus compelling us to beat in to our anchorage, under the 
direction of Edmund FoxaU, a white pilot. He usually comes oft' to 
vessels when within two or three miles of the harbour, on a signal 
being made. We ade many tacks before we reached our anchorage, 
which was in deep water, twenty-nine fathoms. About half a mile 
from the entrance of the harbour, it bends at rirrht angle. In this 
position, surro~nded by cliffs, the firing of a gun produces a remarkable 
reverberation, resembling loud peals of thunder. 

e wore surrounded, as soon as we entered, by a large number of 
canoes, filled witl natives, who all seemed delighted with the ship and 
the number of men on board. When we had moored, one of the 
principal chiefs, whose name was Toa, was admitted on board; he 
vas an athletic, muscular man, of lalige frame, about fi Tty years of 

age, with a pleasan expression of countenance; he man' stcd great 
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pleasure in welcoming us. He began by telling me, through the 
interpreter, that he was a missionary; that he had formerly been a 
great thief, and a doer of many bad acts, but being now a missionary, 
he was reformed and stole no more.( He told this with such an open 
expression of countenance and so much simplicity, that I could scarcely 
forbear smiling. (After I had fini hed asking him questions, he con
tinued eyeing me from head to foot, as if determining my dimensions. 
I told the interpreter to ask him why he looked at me so intently. He 
replied, that he had a coat on shore that was too tight for him about 
the arms and chest, and he believecfit wotld fit me: if so, he should 
be glad to exchange it for the jacket I had on. Not being inclined to 
this exchange, I ordered a small hatchet to be given him. This 
gratified him much, and he instantly went over the ship's side to show 
it to his friends. This same Too. is chief of the village of Fungasar, 
about three miles distant from the harbour, on the north side of the 
island. He learns to read and write, being taught by some of the 
small children, and attends school regularly. He became of great use 
to us, and wa a constant visiter. During one of his visits on board, 
he espied some red umbrellas among the presents, and from that time 
was continually endeavouring to obtain one for his wife, and brought 
many articles in tile hope of inducing us to part with it in exchange 
for them. 

The day after our arrival a place was chosen for our observatory, 
and the tents and instruments were landed. Understanding that I 
wanted to see the sun and stars, I was told by Mr. Murray, the white 
residents, and natives, that I should have little weather for observations 
for the next fortnight, which proved literally true with the exception 
of the last two days. 

The geological character of this island is similar to that of Manua; 
it has only a shore-reef of coral, and soundings extend some distance 
from it. It has many desirable ports or bays on ita north side, where 
vessels may obtain wood, water, nnd supplies. The best and safest 
port, however, is that of Pago-pago, on its south side, which atTords a 
safe harbour for vessels to overhaul, and where s~plies may be 
obtained in abundance. 

Tutuila is thickly settled round its shores, and particularly at its 
southwestern end: this is lower and more easily cultivated than the 
eastern, which is high and rugged. The only communication is by the 
sea-shore, the hills being lOO precipitous and difficult of ascent to pass 
over. ( 

The men ef Tutuila are a remarkably tall fine-looking set, with ' 



TUTU I LA. 73 

intelligent and pleasing countenances. In comparison with the Tahi
tians, they would be called sedate. 

The women are far from beinO' good-looking, with the exception of 
some of the younger ones. They are remarkably domestic and 
virtuou!, exhibiting a strange corftrast to tho e of Tahiti. Here there 
is no indiscriminate intercourse, the marringe tieeis respected, and 
parents are extremely fond of their offspring. The inhabitants are dis
posed to be hospitable to strangers, although they expect remuneration 
for it. Travelling is generally believed to be safe throughout the island 
of Tutuila, and the native!f, as f~ as Ollr experience goes, are not the 
blood-thirsty race they have been reported to be. The nfavourable 
estimate of their character has, I presume, been derived from those 
who first knew them, and particularly from their attack upon the e pe
dition of La Perouse. Of this conflict I obtained the following 
particulars from the Rev. Mr. Murray, who had them from an old 
man, who was a witness of the atrray. The latter is the oDly individual 
now alive in the settlement" ho was present when it occurr d, and his 
testimony was corroborated by others who had heard of it from those 
who witnessed the scene. 

On the morning of the rna sacre, the vessels stood in towards the 
land. About noon the boats went ashore, as recorded by La Perouse, 
and while on shore, a number of canoes, belonging to the island of 
Upolu (to which Tutuila was. t tlte time subject), went from the shore, 
and proceeded directly to the vessels. When these canoe were 
alongside, a young man in one of them laid his hand on an iron bolt in 
ome part of the ships, with the intention, it is supposed, of stealing it. 

He was fired upon by the French. The ball passed through his 
"houlders, and mortally wounded him. The natives, on seeing the 
effect of the shot on one of their number, were greatly enraged, and 
immediately left the ves~el , and hastened to the shore, where they 
found the boats tha.t had gone to get water. On reaching them, they 
began the attack, which resulted in the massacre of M. De Langle, nnd 
of those who were with him 00 shore. When the natives began this 
attack, the great body of the French were ab eot from their boats; 
some were in ftle bu hes gathering plants, and others talkinO' to the 
females. On the commencement of the di turbance, they all ru hed 
towards their bo ts, and the confusion became general. The minute 
circumstances of the affray, farther than the above, cannot now be 
ascertained from the natives. They are, however, very clear in refer
~nce to the cause, and to those who were the actors in it, iz., the 
natives of Upolu. The T utuiliaus marntain that tbey endeavoured to 
save th lives of the French; and, on the following day, as soon a they. 

VOL. JI. 10 
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dared to venturA from the mountains, whither they bad fled during the 
massacre, they collected the bodies, which they found in a state of 
nudity, dressed them in native cloth, and buried them in" the beach, as 
they were accustomed to bury their own chiefs. The actors in the 
massacre proceeded at once to U pd'iu, which will aceount f~ their 
having been afterw,.--'lrds een there, and recognised by the Freneh. Our 
inquiries relative to the spot where they had buried the bodies, were not 
satisfactorily answered. How the carpenter's son escaped is not known. 
He is said to be still living at a village on the eastern part of the 
island. There appears to be mention made of a boy among the 
missing, in La Perouse's account. Levasii, a chief of the district of 
Faleletai, was at the massacre of the party of La Per use. He was then 
a boy of thirteen years of age. He remembered the occurrence, and 
that three of the Papalaogi were killed. 

The perpetrators of the deed were some young chiefs from the dis
trict, who were on a " malanga" to Tutuila: At that time Aana district 
had the rule, or was the "Malo" party, and domineered over the 
inhabitant of the other isl lJJ l) and districts. 

The village of Pago-pngo contains about thirty dwellings, and ,a 
council-house, which is in use as a church, until the large one they 
are engaged in bnilding shall be finished. Every village has a council
house for the entertainment of visjters, and the accommodation of 
meetings. 

This island is under several chiefs, each of whom rules over a 
town, district, or bay. The pre ent chief of Pago-pago is Mowna, 
the adopted son of the last chief, Pomale, who died not long since, 
leaving an only son, also called Po male, who from his great modesty 
lost his inheritance. Mowna was more crafty than Pomale, and 
understood well his rival's character. After the death of the old chief, 
these two young men, about the same age, became candidates for the 
succession. Mowna, through his intrigues, succeeded in getting the 
whole family together to decide between them. °Both Mowna and 
Pomale were present, the former appearing dejected, silent, and 
willing to leave the decision to the meeting; whilst Pomale, when 
asked who should be chief, said with his usual modesty-'that he was in 
favour of Mowna, who was accordingly made chief. Mowna, how
ever, is now so in name only. for Pomale rules in ct. This arises 
from his good character, and the influence he de . om the mis
sionaries, of whom he is one of tho most active an pious supporters, 
and withal a great preacher. So gre:1t is the confidence Mr. Murray 
has in Pomalc. that he is frcqu ntly left to take charge of the congre. 
sation, during the absellce of Mr. Murray in another part of the island. 

c 
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The greateSt restraint on the conduct of the chiefs, appears to be 
the fear of losing the ood name of tl'reir ancestors, and of not handing 
it down to posterity pure and unspotted. This f~eling seems tQ govern 
their conduct, and from tho information I received, may be made use 
of as IIt1 appeal to them, to avoidedoing evil, and to do right. 

The missionary, the Rev. Mr. Murray, deservesethe greatest credit 
for this state of things. He has unbounded influence over the natives, 
and deserves it. The ten commandments are the common law of the 
island, wherever Chri tianity has taken root, and any infringement of 
them is surely punished !'-theeguilty persons being put out of the 
chur h, and denied the privilege of attending worship. They arc 
looked upon a having fallen, and are consequently avoided. This 
fear of public opinion, I was informed, was found to be ufficient to 
deter them from the commission of crimes and immoral practices. 

The tapa or rugs worn by distinguished chiefs, were preserved, and 
were formerly much venerated by them. Since the introduction of 
Christianity, however, such has been its influence that they will now 
readily part with any thing of the kind. Pomale was induced to let 
us have those in his possession, and alsq exchanged the "war spirit" 
mat for a small present for his wife. 

On the 17th, our friend Toa gave us an invitation to visit him at 
his town of Fllngasar, on the north side of the island. It is situated 
on the next bay to that now called Massacre Bay, where De Langle 
was killed. The puth across the island is a very difficult one to 
travel; it leads up t1uough the valley, and across the dividing ridge, 
which is quite precipitous. The rain which had fallen made it very 
slippery, and the journey was fatiguing to those not accustomed to this 
kind of walking. 

I was much struck here with the manliness and intellig Dee of the 
natives, and with their frank open expression of countenance. The 
colour of their c~mplexion is rather darker than that of the natives 
of Tahiti. The outlines of face and figure are very like those we had 
left, their hair and eyes black, and their teeth good and white. Some 
of them had frizzled hair, but it was generally straight. 

Just before ~rriving at the villag ,we were met by Toa, and some of 
his relations and attendants, who welcomed us to his village, saluting 
me by rubbing his nose with my hand; thi is the usual custom. 

He ordered-. pig, taro, bread-fruit, &c., &c., for our entertainment. 
These were cooked in the universal Polynesian mode, by being 
covered up in a hole with hot tones. We wel'e soon told that the 
feast was ready, but having had some

e 
experience of their cooking, We} 

e 
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desired it might remain in the oven a little while longe. Their usual 
custom is to take it out the moment that the taro is cooked, and from 
daily practice they are well acquainted with the time required to cook 
it. This is scarcely sufficient to give the pig time to be warmed 
through. Our reque t prevailed, andJ in the course of half an hour we 
were summoned t9- the council-house or fale-tele, where strangers are 
always entertained. We were shown our seats, on one side of a circle, 
while Toa, with his family and friend , occupied the other. The 
mats, except one, were not very clean. The pier, which must have 
weighed one hundred pounds, was bw)Ughtoin, and laid with the taro 
and bread-fruit on banana-leaves. A butcher's knife was all that we 
possessed to carve it with. The whole village, old and young, men, 
women, and children, who were waiting in anxious expectation for 
their share, now surrounded us, and made it uncomfortable to eat, 
with so many hungry expectants; I made haste, therefore, to divide 
it, and with it they soon dispersed. The taro was exceedingly well 
cooked, dry, and farinaceou. The bread-fruit they said was too 

• yo U', rlno not being AOU iJt:red good by them, they objected to 
giving us any of it, but did not hesitate to eat it themselves. A pig is 
a great treat to them, for although they have plenty, they prefer selling 
to eating them. 

All kinds of provisions in these islands are enhancing in value, ane! 
will continue to do so. It is remarkable how the prices fluctuate. On 
some day provisions of all kinds will be exceedingly cheap, and almost 
any article will be taken in exchange; and then again nothing can be 
found to please the natives, or induce them to trade, although the 
quantity for ale is equally as great. It was not a little amusing to see 
the natives sitting whole days to obtain the price of their fowl or pig, 
and persisting in their refusal of the offer made; and this was some
times done by a large number at the same time, all remaining true to 
each other until their poe or food became exhau'ted, when they would 
take the earliest opportunity of disposing of their different parcels. 

In the grove near the village, we saw several piles of stones. I was 
told they were the graves in which they formerly buried the dead, just 
below the surface. On the top were placed stones, f~1"ming a high 
pile. Now they bury their dead in graves about three feet deep, and 
enclose them with the Dracffina, which grows rapidly, and forms a 
pretty and neat trellis. 

Toa became quite communicative, and as he showed me about his 
village, he told me, through the interpreter, that before the missionaries 
came, the chiefs all had their II altu" or spirits, which they worshipped, 
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and that they felt themselvetl obJiged to do every thing tbey com
manded. His aitu were fre h·water eels, which he constantly fed in 
the brook near the village. I visited it, and r que ted him to catch 
one, which he attempted to do; but after a 10nO' search, tun ing over 
large slones, and examining hole8, he was un uccessful. He said ther 
were many in it formerly, and quite tame; but sinc~ he had embraced 
Christianity, they had all been caught and destroyea. On farther quo -
tioning him, he told me that he had himself eaten them; and that 
formerly if anyone had touched, disturbed, or attempted to catch one, 
he should have killed hi im diately. He said his eel were very 
good to eat, and was sorry he could not find any more; and I::tughed 
very heartily when I spoke to him about eating his aitu. I mention 
this circumstance to show the powerful effect the Christian religion 
has had upon the anc ient customs of this people. 

After much persua ion, they were induced to sing some of their old 
war-song. Mr. Drayton wrote one down as a specimen of their 
music; the words were written by one of the interpreters. 

I I 
I 

u p~ . lu" n~lI no'::' Fo .• a 

----------~------------~~r_-br+--~.~~----------~ 
fna • Ii wi. Ie n • In n • In po • po . to nr . Ii . ti n mai 

fi nn • mo • to Ie V oi vau fa I u •• un lui moi le ou lu. 

To the above they sing a kind of second, with very correct harmony. 
They do not seem to have any particular air among them, and in sing
ing the above, the)i did not sound the same notes every time. All their 
music sounds alike, and the above will give a good idea of it. A tran • 
lation of the song wa made by the same interpreter, and i as follows. 

A chief of j moa attacks an enemy on another i 'land and conquers. 
fter the victors have embarked safoly for their island, they sing as 

f·llows: 

.. K p her away, nnd mind the helm." 

An(1 when they get home, the people sing,-

• .. We 8.1: glad you havc I:ome to your i~lnnd of plenty, 
We h~\'" wuil d a 1011' timc for our chicfunil cnnOO8." 

• 



78 TUTUILA. 

Toa, after his unf;ucces. ful search for his favourite eels, went into the 
brook for a bath, which he told me he very frequently did during the 
day; and it was delightful to see the pleasure he took in it. The 
natives, indeed, arc almost constantly in the water, and, consequently, 
very cleanly in their persons. Findtbg that it occupied too much of 
their thoughts on t~e abbath, bathing on that day has been forbidden. 

This village 'Contained about forty houses, of a large and commo
dious size, and about two hundred inhabitants, ' a number of whom 
were absent on a visit to Upolu. 

Towards evening, we took our lea e of Toa, thanking him warmly 
for his kindne s; we were escorted to the outside of the village by his 
friends and relations, whilst Toa himself accompanied Us to Pago
pago. 

The natives have no fixed time for meals, eating whenever they feel 
hungry. Their food consists of pork, fish, bread-fruit, cocoa-nuts, 
bananas, &c., hut principally of taro. All of these are produced in 
abundance. Water is their common drink, and, notwithstanding 
cocoa-nuts arc so nbwlJunt, the milk is seldom used: the trouble of 
procuring them is too much for tbem. They use nva made from the 
Piper mythisticum, and it is the only intoxicating drink they have .• 
It is never usen to excess, although old and young, male and female, 
arc very fond of it. The taste, to one unaccustomed to it, is not 
pleasant, being omewhat similar to tbat of rhubarb and magnesia. 
Their mode of preparing it is tbe same as has already been described. 

They sleep on the large coarse mats with which they always cover 
the floors of their houses. Over these they spread coloured tapas, 
some of which are also used for nets of protection against the numerous 
musquitoes. For a pillow they use a picco of bamboo supported on 
small legs. Their hair is frequently shorn close, and coral, lime, or 
ashe sprinkled over it to destroy the vermin, which are generated in 
great number in their tapas and mnts. 

According to old Toa, a native is in a comfortable condition when 
he ha a good house; a well-made visiting canoe; a neat, handy, large 
and well-formed woman for n wife; a taro-patch with a good fence; 
cocoa-nut, and bread-fruit trees, with a reasonable num{,er of pigs. 

The women are now admitted to the same privileges as tho men. 
Tbe chiefs have still great power over tho people, although the influ
ence of the missionaries ha~ tended greatly to diminish it. Most of 
the people look back to the days when polygamy existed with regret, 

.. The IlVIl docs not, a.ccording to thQ. whites, intoxicate in ~he same manner as ardent 
spirits, but produces 11 temporllTY paralysis, tromQrII, and Il confuled feeling about the head; 
ipdistinctnc88 :md distortion of ViAion, 80mcwhat TCl!Cmbling the effilct of opium. 

• 
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and caunot under tand why they are restricted to one wife. They say, 
"Why should God be so unreasonable as to require them to give up 
all their wives but on~ for his convenience 7" They pay just attenti n 
to their religious dqties; morning and evenioCl' prayers are always said, 
as is race before their meals, ~nd with a devotion rarely to be seen 
among civilized men. • 

Their amusements seem to be few; their books are constantly before 
them, and a great portion of their time is employed over them. Old 
gray-headed men may be seen poring over the alphabet, and taught by 
some of tbe youngest of tI fam' ly. The employment of the men is to 
cultivate and weed the taro, aod to talw care of the fence ; they also 
make sennit for their houses, and canoes for fishin"'. The women are 
engaged in making mats! and the boys and girls play, and wait upon 
their seniors. 

Next to study, fishing is their great employment. This is performed 
by driving the fish towl;lrds the nets in shoal water, where they are 
ea ily caught. The cast-net is also used. 

The only amusement we saw, i a game called laro-tupe, which is 
played with cocoa-nut shells, and resembles shuffle-board. 

Mr. Murray is an amiable as well as a truly pious man, and the 
natives have imitated the example set by him. He studiously avoids 
any intercoUl" e with them in the way of trade or barter, e eept so 
much as is necessary for the provision of his own family, and devotes 
his whole time to preachin and teaching the gospel. He is one of 
the missionaries engaged in translating the Bible, niany parts of which 
are now completed, and extensively used by the natives, many of whom 
read and write well. 

Their observance of the Sabbath is very strict; and it is impossible 
to get a native to do any thing whatsoever on that day, but perform 
his religious dutie. They attend church regularly. In Mr. Murray's 
congregation there arc about thirty communicants, and nearly one 
thousand attendanis on public worship. They come from many of the 
surrounding villages. Mr. Murray has been here about three year, 
and the native preachers nine or t n; he is well acquainted with the 
difficulties of ~s tation, but seemed to feel assured that hi . exertions 
were about being crowned with succe s. He represented to me that 
the natives were very tractable, and desired e ceedingly to be taught; 
that they had much application, eemed to comprehend many things, 
and were certainly not surpassed in intelligenc.c by any of the natives 
of Polynesia. 

Polygamy, which f, rmerly was pr\ctised to n great extent, . till 
exists among those who have not been converted • 

• 
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Circumcision i practised among them. 
They carry their children ill the same sin~ular manner on the hip, 

a was hown in wood-cut of the low archipelago. They are early 
betrothed, without regard to age, the girl being saa, 01' tabooed, until 
of marriageable age. During the int~rvening time, all kinds of" native 
property are acc~nulated, such as mat, & ., for the bridal day. 
Two days previous to it, the inhabitants of the district are gathered 
together for feasting and dancing. On the third day, the bride is 
produced before the a sembled multitude, and the ceremony attendant 
on marriage that was customary am6ng th& Jews performed. After 
the marriage had been ,consummated, the dowry was exhibited, and 
each article being held up it was proclaimed by whom it was pre
sented j the multitude, having consumed all the eatables, and exhausted 
their strength in rioting and debauchery, disper ed. 

Infanticide has never been practised on this island. 
\ 

I have seldom een a more devout or attentive coli ction of pc pIe 
th,an I observed at times in the church meeting, which was held in the 
council-hOUl.e at ragu-pago j the new church was undergoing altera
tion ; for on its being completed, it was found it would not accommo
date the congregation, when they determined to enlarge it. 

Upon the conclusion of a long service, they were observed to divide 
themselves into three parties; one remaining in the church, and the 
other two repairing to different buildings. The object of this was, that 
they might Ii ten to instructions from their native teachers explanatory 
of the ermon, and also receive exhortations to put away all that is 
unbecoming to the Christian character. The afternoon is employed 
in further explanations and examinations by the missionaries. The 
native missionaries have also meetings on Fridays. 

Their mode of singing hymns is peculiar, the whole mass joining 
in some parts, with all the lungs they could muster. This exercise 
appeared to afford them great delight. The congregation wore mostly 
dre sed in tapas, or clothed in one sort of garment or other j but the 
person 'rho attracted OUT attention most, was the consort of Pomale. 
From being the wife of the most influential per on age, she had 
received more pre ents from us than any other; and sh~ endeavoured, 
on this occasion, to dis lay on her person the greater part, if not all, 
that she had thus acquired. These consisted of a red calico gown, 
fool' or five petticoats of different colours, woollen soc n slip-
pers, cap and bonnet, a large plaid blanket shawl, and .a of poiju' 
gloves, the whole surmounted by a flaming red silk umbreJl tbiI 
with the thermometer at 87° I It was difficult to keeptoUt' ey.es off . 
\ler during the service, and before the end or it, all ber finery became 
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awry. The other natives also seemed to have the de ire of exhibiting 
their acquisitions, though the e consisted frequently of no more than a 
vest, or a pair of pantaloons, without shirt, or occa ionally of a long
skirted coat, without either of the former gat:mcnts, so tha a small 
roll ofotapa was needed to cover-their nether parts. . 

Some unauthorized attempts were made to in. uce the native to 
break the missionary laws, by offers of greaf value in their eyes; they 
were told the missionaries would not see them. On understanding 
which, they pointed to the heavens, and replied, "There missionary 
see." This was conclusit e, an~ a just and evere rebuke. 

The Peacock and Flying-Fish again joined us on the 1 th of 
October, in eight days from Papieti. Orders were at ·once given them 
to procelid to Upolu, to commence the survey of that island. (See 
Appendix VI.) They did not sail, however, until the 20th, having been 
detained by the winds. The harbour of Pago-pago, though eo. y of 
access, is extremely difficult to leave, in consequence of the southeast 
trade-winds blowing directly in, and rendering it neces ary to make 
short tacl{s. Indeed, aves el no sooner gets headway on one tack, 
than it is found necessary to tack again. The sea is often heavy at 
the mouth of the harbour, and the sHore is linea with a nar w coral 
reef all around it. I was glad to see the Peacock safe outside, after 
beating about four hours. 

During our stay on this i land, the whole was examined, the harbour 
surveyed, and the principal heights determined. Tide-gauges were 
kept on the north and south sides. and the observations for magnetic 
dip, variation, and intensity, made. The temperature during our stay 
of fourt~en days varied from 73° to 88°; the mean temperature 
was 80'50°. 

The climate of Tutuila is mild and agreeable, particularly at Pago
pago, where the temperature is lower than it is elsewhere on the 
island, in conse<tUence of its generally being overshadowed with 
clouds that hang on the high land. There is usually a fine breeze, 
which sets in about ten 'o'clock, and continues until sunset. The 
nights being calm, much dew falls in fine weather. We bad little 
fair weather .fuTing our stay, and the prognostication of the natives 
proved too true, respecting the difficulty of seeing the sun and stars. 
The wind at times was very strong, almost a gale, accompanied by 
light rain and mist. I as informed that there is a good deal of rain 
during the year, but seldom such a continuance of it a we experienced. 
There does not appear to be any part~ulat rainy season, but they are 
liable to these high winds during th-e ~int!:1r m.ontbs, or" fro.m Oet" ber 
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to March. I obtained from the pilot a regi tel' of the weather· from 
January, 1 39, till ctober of the same year, which will show more 
clearly the state of the climate. This will be found in Appendix VU. 

In our explorations, nearly all the villages of this island vere visited 
by some of the officers of the squacfron, and from their repott they 
much resemble euh other. Those of Fagaitua and Leone, on the 
southern coast, are the largest. and are more of the Devil's towns than 
the others. One of their customs is truly savage. They seldom use 
pork as a food, consequently it is a great rarity with them; but at 
intervals of several months the villag~'s assemble at a feast, at which 
thirty or forty hogs are killed, whon they gormandize on them fol' four' 
or five days, or as long as the food lasts. The whole is eaten, entrails 
and all. Fish and taro are the principal food, and large numbers of the 
natives may be seen fishing off the coast in fine weather. The kind of 
fish usually caught are mullet. 

There is a large kind of worm which they ' esteem a great delicacy, 
and which is eaten :with much relish. It is impossible to see them 
sucking down th entrails of the biche-de-mar, holithuria, and echina, 
without disgust. They also eat many of the shell-fish that are found 
on the shore. . 

The temperature found on the top of Matafoa, at the altitude of two 
thousand three hundred and fifty-nine feet, was at 4 P.M., 6!J:4°, whilst 
that on board the ship was 79'5°. 

We made an enden vour here to search the reefs at night for shells, 
with flambeaux or torchlight, after 'the manner of the Chain Islanders, 
by which means it is said that many species of shells are taken, which 
are never seen by daylight. We cannot vouch for this being the case, 
our experiment not having succeeded. The leaves of the cocoa-nut 
were eitber too green or too wet to burn. If success really attends this 
method, it is a singular trait in the economy of mollusca, which are 
generally supposed to be partial to daylight. It wa!'i, my determination 
to make another trial, under more favourable circumstances; but from 
our constant occupation and fatigue of the crew in the daytime, we 
were unable to renew the experiment. 

A few days before leaving, Pago-pago. Mr. Murray·brought to my 
notice the account of a murder that was supposed to have been com
mitted on a foreigner at the west end of the island, for the sake of the 
little property he had about him. The report, however, appeared to me 
to be too vague to authorize any delay for the purpose of making an 

, ( 
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examination int.o it; and finding the man was reported to b a runaway 
convict, I had no right to interfere in the afrair, and therefore, took no 
steps to inquire into it. 

On the 7th of ovember, 1 37, this harbour exhibited one of tho e 
remarkable phenomena of the os~i1Iation of the tidal wave. The obser
vations made on it are extracted from the letter of a missionary 
resident at Pago-pago, to the Rev. Mr. Mills, of Upolu, who obligingly 
gave me permission to copy them. They will be found in Appendix 
VIII. • 

The weather during t~ pre ding evening was boisterous, with fre
quent squalls from the east, which continued till 7 A. M., from which 
time the day was cloudy, with frequent light showers. After 5 P. ltf., it 
continued to rain until ten o'clock at night. On the Sth, the tide con
tinued to ebb and flow in an irregular manner. The day was fine and 
very warm. This phenomenon does not appear to have been ob erved 
at any other place in the Samoan Group, hut was experienced, as wiil 
be noticed hereafter, at the Group Hawaii. 

The peculiar formation of the harbour of Pago-pago, would make it 
more likely to be observed there than elsewhere. The ordinary rise 
of the tide is no more than four and a half feet, and neither before, 
during the continuance, nor after this phenomenon, were nny shocks 
of earthquake. observed in any part of the groul where missionaries 
are settled. 

NAVIGA'l'014 CLUBS, E1'C. 
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THE surveys of the island of Tutuila having been completed by the 
23d November, we made preparations for our departure, and on the 
25th we weighed anchor. In leaving the harbour we had a narrow 
escape from wreck; the almost constant southeast wind, which is fair 
to a vessel entering the bay, and makes it easy of access, is ahead on 
going out, which renders egress difficult; it therefore becomes neces
sary to make frequent tacks, and aves el mu t be well manreuvred to 
escape accident, for to miss tays would be almost certain to bring 
about shipwr~ck. When we beat out, the wind was light, and it failed 
altogether just as we reached the most dangerous part of the channel; 
we were in consequence brought within an oar's length of the reef, on 
which a heavy surf was breaking. The moment was a trying one, 
and the event doubtful; all were at their stations, and not a word was 
spol<en . • Of my own feelings on the occasion I have no very precise 
recollection j merely remembering that I felt as if I breathed more 
freely after the cris~s had passed and we were in safety. 

The afternoon was fine, and we sailed along the southern shore of 
the island, admiring its diversified surface, its luxuriant grove, and 
the smiling villages that crown its bays. Where the valleys come out 
from between ftte ridges to the shore, there is usually a level plain· 
extending inwards for a couple of miles; the e plains are occupied 
for the mo t part by groves of cocoa-nut and bread-fruit, beneath 
whose shade lie the dwellings of the natives. Many of the inhabitants 
were abroad in their canoes, employed in fishing; some of tbem 
scarcely seemed to notice the ship, pa!j ing them rapidly widl all \ sail 
set, while others appeared to regard her with intense curiosity. In 
the evening we had much lightning, but no thunder. 

(87) 
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The distance Letween Tutujla and U polu, of thirty-six miles, was 
soon pas ed, and in the morning we were delighted with the view of 
the latter island as we ran down its coast to the westward. It appears 
much richer and more fruitful than the other islands of this group, and 
may be described as of moderate fteight, rising gradually in <a succes
sion of ridges fr~m a low shore; here and there, broad and fertile 
valleys are seen, with numerous streams falling from the mountains in 
cascades. The eastern portion of the island is much more rugged than 
the western; the main ridge runs cast and west, arid ridges or spurs 

• run back to it from the northern coa~ in a southeast direction. 
Between these lateral ridges are broad and fertile valleys, decreasing 
in width as they recede from the coast. The shore is lined with a 
coral reef, which is now and then interrupted by channels, and forms 
snug and convenient harbours. 

At noon we descried the Peacock lying in the harbour of Apia, and 
shortly afterwards I received a message from Captain Hudson, say.ing 
that my presence was required on shore. In the hope thnt it was not 
a bu ine s of such a nature as to cause detention, I left the Vincennes 
in the offing, while I went ashore in my boat. On reaching the land, 
I found the chiefs engaged in the trial of a native called Tuvai, who 
had killed an American named Edward Cavenaugh, a native of New 
Bedford. 

It appeared that on Captain Hudson's arrival the murderer was 
pointed out to him in the village, upon which he very properly deter
mined to have the bffender punished, and gave orders to have him 
arrested. He was in consequence seized in a· house near the"Water, 
and carried on board tile Peacock. Being taken by surprise, he 
ofl'erea no resistance to his capture. Captain Hudson then requested 
a conference with the neighbouring chiefs, who in consequence had 
assembled on the 27th. .. . 

The fono, as such assemblie are called, was beld in the council
house, or fale-tele, where the chiefs were collected. 'I'he Rev. Mr. 
Mills acted as interpreter on the occasion. Captain Hudson, through 
him, stated that the object <>f his having requested them to asselllble 
was to bring the accused to a trial before them, in order that if his 
guilt wOre established, he might be brought to condign punishment: 
he then pointed out to them the guilt and consequences of the crime 
of murder, and declared the course he had considered it his duty to 
adopt. The chiefs listened attentively to this address, and in reply, 
through the principal one, ad(l1itted that the man taken was ~n .reality 
the guilty person, a Hict known to every person upon the island. 

<Captain Hudson then stated to them that it was absolutely necessary 
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that Tuvai should be promptly punished,.in order that oth 
deterred from the commission of the same crime. He ge ted, 
however, lbat in spite of the universal belief in Tuv.ai'a baving com
mitted the erim ,., it, was propel' that he should undergo a trial, or at 
lea t ao. examination, in order tltat he might have the p ivilege of 
being heard in his own defence. • 

This suggestion being approved, Tuvai was brought on shore under 
a military guard, and placed in the centre of the buiJdinO'. II was an 
iII-looking fellow, of about twenty-eight years of age, and manife~ted 
no fear, but looked about him with the greatest composure. 

The trial was simple enough: he was first asked by the chiefi' 
whether he was guilty of the crime, to which he answered that he was ; 
being next asked why he had committed it, he repHed that he had don 
it in order to possess himself of the man's property, (clothes and a 
knife.) 

The chiefs, among whom was Pea, of Apia, to whom the criminal 
was distantly related, made every effort in their power to save his life; 
stating that he was in darkne s, and therefore unconscious of the guilt 
of the action, when he committed the murder; that as they had but just 
emerged from heathenism they ought not to be subjected for past 
actions, to laws they knew not; that these laws were made for people 
who occupied a more elevated station; that Tuval was a poor man of 
no account, and was not a person of sufficient importance to be noticed 
by a great people like us; that faa Samoa (the amoan fashion) did 
not allow men to be put to death in cold blood, but that after so long a 
time had elapsed, as in the instance before them, it admitted of a 
ransom. 

Pea went on to say, that many bad acts had been committed upon 
natives by white men, with impunity, and asked whether tho Christian 
religion sanctioned the taking of human life. He then appealed to our 
generollity to pardon the present crime, and assured u that no such 
ojfences should be committed in future. 

Pea had one of those countenances which exhibits all that is passing 
in the mind. It was amusing to see him at one time exhibiting a 
picture of whi ical distress at the idea of being compelled to put his 
kinsman to death, and immediately afterwards laughing at something 
ludicrous which had occurred to him. 

Pea was seconded in his endeavours by Vavasa, of Manono, one of 
the finest-looking of the chiefs, whose attitude and movements 
full of grace, and his manner exceedingl haughty and bold. . 

In reply to their arguments, Captain- Hud on stated, that however 
freely otht}l' sins might be forgiven, consideration of their lnt 

VOL. u. 12 



00 U 0" V - MAO N 0 - A V A I I, 

benig~ted ,n the ~kness 'of , PaKanism could n~t . extenuate · 
the crime of aiurc1er • . He tp}d them that. the ScriptUl:es s,aid, ." Whoso 
heddeth mail'. bloOd. by" man' shall his blood . be shed;" tha~ nothing 

but the' life of the oft'endercould satisfy the demands~of justice, and that 
{hey must" execute the ·criminaJ.therooelve~. . ' . • 

Tbis amlouncement caused much excitement; the chiefs again 
(I 

asierted that they knew no such laws; that by the customs of Samoa, 
the anger'of the friends and relations of a person who had been killerl 
was t6 be appeased by a present from the criminal or his relations, and 
by a form of submission, which consisted iDrkq.ocking their heads three 
times on the ground. To this it 'was replied, that the guilt of the 
prisoner had been proved and admitted-he must die. 

The chiefs, after much reluctance, consented, but expressed great 
repugnance to an immediate execution. They urged in the most 
strenuous manner, that the criminal should be carried on board ship, 
and executed there, or that he should be taken to some uninhabited 
island and left. The e alternatives were refused by Captain Hudson, 
and the chiefs seemed in great di tress. 

At this point of the discussion, the Vincennes was announced as being 
in sight, and the proceedings were suspended. An officer was imme
diately despatched, who, as has been already mentioned, boarded that 
vessel off the barbour. 

When I landed, I found the assembly anxiously awaiting the result 
of my arrival. Captain Hudson and myself had a private interview, in 
which he detaiJed all the fa.cts, and stated that it had been his intention 
to compel the chiefs to make all the preparations for the execution, but 
before it was carried into effect to come forward and reprieve the 
criminal, at the same time requesting Mr. Mills to make an appropriate 
speech, stating the reasons for the pardon. 

After a full discussion of the whole subject, we came to the conclu- ' 
sion, that it would be best to transport the criminal to some other 
island; for it appeared probable that this would have a Letter effect than 
even Jlis execution, as it would be longer remembered, while to cauae 
him to be put to death might naturally excite a desire of revenge. 

This decision was at once communicated to th chiefs, with a 
tatement, that in conformity with the laws of Tahiti 'n such cases, 

Tuvai should be transported to a desert island, where he would never 
again have an opportunity of killing a white man. The chiefs, although 
evidently relieved from the most intense part of thtlir distress, were 
still muoh affected by this decision. 

The prisoner was then ord ad to be taken on beard the Peacock, . 
(whither he was followed by a crowd of natives, with many tears and 
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lamentations, among whom his wife was th most aftected. Among 
others, Pea, the chief of Apia, to whom, as has been stated, th prisoner 
was relat d was very much distressed and excited. Unable to vent 
his rage and trouble in any other manner, he spent it upon the crowd 
around <bim, striking in all directi~ns with a huge stem of a cocoa-nut 
leaf, by which he soon di persed them. I felt a c iosity to see what 
effect the sentence would have upon the prisoner. Death he would 
have 8uffered without uttering a murmur; but whew he heard he was 
to be taken from his native land, his firmness was overcome, and he 
was observed to shed tears .• He made no resistance to his being removed 
on boar ship, but after he got there he said he wOllld rather be put to 
death and buried in his own native island, than banished to a desert 
one. 

After this difficult business was arranged, they brought their own 
rievances before me, and particularly their complaints against the 

American whalers. They aid that some of them had evaded their 
port-charge, and refused to pay for the provisions with which they 
had been furnished. To till I replied that I was ready to indemnify 
them for their losses, and should ask no other proof of them than their 
own statement. They appeared struck with the unexpected liberality 
of this offer; but, after consultation, as if to ma,nife t a corresponding 
feeling, declined to accept it. I then informed them that their port
charge for the squadron should be paid, which gave much satisfaction, 
particularly to old Pea, who would derive the principal benefit from 
them. The fono then broke up in great good humour. 

Pea and some of the other chiefs were very anxious to hear from 
me what sort of an island Tuvai was to be put upon. They a ked 
many questions in relation to it, and always among the first, whether 
there would be any cocoa-nut trees, Nature's first and best gift to them, 
upon it. Wishing to make the inteuded puni .. hment as terrible as 
possible to them, I .always replied that there would be none whatever. 

After Tuvai was again on board ship, old Pea paid him a visit, in 
the course of which the former melted into tear, howled bitterly, and 
begged that . he might be taken on shore to be put to death, in order 
that his body ight be buried in his native soil. It appeared from 
information that we received, that this was a part of a concerted plan 
to obtain farther commutation of his sentence, and that this affecting 

. interview as got up in order to excite our sympathies. Finding it 
did not produce the desired effect, old Pea went about the ship with a 
doleful visage, e claiming, "Eoloisa-ia-tu Tuvai"-have compassion . . 
on TuvaJ. 

I was in hopes to find the surveys of Upolu nearly, if not qui~ 
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finished; but the Flying-Fish, which as to hnve aided in performing 
lhem, had not yet be n seen or heard from. This was no small 
disappointment, as it might compel me to bring the Vincennes into the 
harbour, and lhus incur a serious delay. 

Before I had decided upon this sfep, I learned that a chief of the 
name of Opotuno", whose capture had been considered so important 
by our government that a ship of war had been despatched for the 
express purpose, had again become troublesome, and was threatening 
vengeance upon all the whites who might fall in his power. I there
fore determined to make an attempt to obtain possession of his person 
by stratagem. Lest, however, such an attempt should create dis
turbance in the island, or be productive of injury to the white residents, 
I determined, before putting my purpose into effect, to have an inter
view with the Rev. Mr. William, the pIincipal missionary ln these 
i land, both to consult as to the best mode of accomplishing this 
object, and to learn what effect it would be likely to have 
operations of the missionaries.. I accordingly set out for his resl 
at FaseLootai, about t (july miles to the we tward of Apia, in the hope 
of eeing him. Mr. Cunningham, H. B. M. Vice· consul, wa kind 
enough to accompany me. 

We left the Peacock at sunset, and reached Mr. Williams's snug 
cottage about midnight. Nothing could be kinder than the welcome 
he gave us ; and the pleasure he expressed at our visit soon made us 
feel at home. He gave us supper, and provided us with comfortable 
beds. Shortly after our arrival, another party was welcomed, C011 jst
ing of three ladies and a gentleman of the mission, who were in like 
manner provided for, without apparent inconvenience. 

Mr. Williams seemed to me exactly what a missionary ought to be, 
pious, cheerful, and meek, although resolute. IIis' whole thoughts 
seemed to be directed to the welfare of thos whom he had undertaken 
to enlighten. His views were pointed not only to the diffu i0n of the 
gospel, but also to the extension of thA I1seflll arts, and whatever could 
tend to elevate the condition and eradicate the vices of the natives. 

After a long consultation, Mr. Williams came to the conclusion that 
there was no reason for fearing that the arrest of Opfltuno would be 
the cause of any injury to the whites or missionaries. He said that 
Opotuno was a blood-thirsty fellow, and that it would be doing the 
i lands a great service should he be remo cd; lhat there was not a 

• r. Willinms is the author of th W'\ll.known Polynetlian MiOllionary n-rct.e.. and 
it will be our melnncholy office her aft r, to spook of hi. Ihlling /I. Dlartyr ill hU etfona to 
ptos-pte the ppel. 
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!$hadow of doubt that he had murdered twelve whites, of whom several 
were Americans; that he was a determined enemy to the whites, and 
in the habit of saying that he would omit no opportunity of illing all 
who might come within his power. Mr. Williams, however, doubted 
the suC&ess of any atlempt to tak Opotuno, unless it wa made under 
disguise; for upon the approach of all men-of-waF, and during their 
slay. he lived in the mountains of Savaii, where it was impossible to 
find him. 

The situation of Mr. 'WilIiams's cottage is prettr; it stands within 
Q. few rods of the beach, 3lld is surrounded by a nicely-dre ed lawn, 
on which are several fine trecs; the background is filled up with 
cocoa-nut, bread-fruit, and a variety of otber trees. Near by is the 
liny ship-yard of his son, Mr. John Wi11iams, who was taken by his 
father to England, and there taught all the mechanical trade. He 
bas returned thence witbifl a few months, with his wife, and by the 
ai4. of a few natives has already built himself aves el of about twenty
fi e tons buraen, which he proposes to employ in trading among these 
islands. 

The next day we returned to Apia. On our way we stopped at 
Sagana for the purpo e of visiting Malietoa, the principal chief of the 
Malo or conquering party. 

Sagana is a n'3at settlement, and is regularly laid out; it is situated 
on a small peninsula, across whose isthmus a tone wall has been 
erected, for the purpose of protecting the plantations within it from 
the swine. The village contains about six hundred inhabitants, and 
there is a school composed of about fifty scholars kept by Mr. Wil 'on, 
One of the mi 'ionary tcacher , son of the missionary at Matavai Bay. 

o preparation had been made to receive us, for I came unan
nounced; nor, indeed, had it been my intention to stop, but h aring 
that this was tho residence of Malietoa, and that he was at home, we 
paid him a visit. He was well advanced in age, and it was generally 
remarked that he· bore a striking resembbnce to General Jack on. 
The resemblance is not confined to that of person only; for Malie a 
possesses also not a little of the same energy of character. 

I have rare11 seen a place where more attention is paid to clean
liness than at Sagana. A similar regard to neatness prevails in the 
walks around the village, and in the cultivation of the taro, melon, 
and banana I which is carried. on in the immediat vicinity. The 
paths leading to these cultivated grounds pass through fine shady 
groves. The preservation of the broad walks and paths appears to b 
rather an amusement than a labour to !he villaO'ers. 

Here Malietoa was see in his dome tic circl , with his wi ves ang 
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childreu Ii u him. I found.him in a small house, enjoying the 
afternoon breeze, with his daughter ploying about him. he wa 
about fifteen years of age, and decidedly tho prettie t girl we had een 
in this group; her name was Emma, and she was as intelligent as she 
was pretty. • 

The chief, whos~ hair was white with age, made us warmly wel
come, and wished to go over to his fale-tele to receive us as became 
chiefs, but this I would not permit. His wives busied themselves in 
getting things in order, very much after the fashion of other parts of 
the world, when a stranger arrives unexp~tedly. In a few minutes 
the fine mats were laid, the stools, calabashes, and straw put away. 
A clean shirt was slipped over the old man's head while my attention 
was called off to another object. 

Malietoa's house was not larger than the others in the viJIage, and 
exhibited no other difference from them than in containing a dais or 
platform, occ upying about a third of it, and 'rai ed about. a foot higber 
than the rest of the floor. 

When the domestic arrangl:llItmts were completed, large bunches 
of bananas and fresh cocoa-nuts were brought in and presented to us. 
Mr. Wilson was an excellent interpreter, and by his aid I had a long 
and agreeable talk with the old chief, who, when his wars were 
touched upon, appeared full of fire and animation. 

I intimated my desire to have a conference with the ruling chiefs, for 
the purpo e of transacting business, whereupon he readily assented to 
call a fono, nnd appointed the 4th of November as the earliest day on 
wbich he could possibly get the chiefs, a part of whom must come from 
Savaii, together. This day he named himself, after having made n 
reckoning of the six intervening days upon his fingers; I observed, 
however, that he found it necessary to repeat the count several times. 
Having transacted this business with him, and regaled our~elves on his 
hospitable fare, we took our leave. 

On reaching the Peacock, I found that none of h~r surveying parties 
had returned, and the Flying-Fish was still missing; I thus became 
atisfied that I should be detained hero for several -days. J therefore 

sent orders for the Vincennes to make for the harh!lur, where she 
anchored in the afternoon, near the Peacock. 

The next day, parties were despatched in various directions, 80 as 
to bring all parts of the island under examination at the same time. 

One of these excursions was made across the island. On arriviag at 
the highest point of the ridge, between Siuma and Siuainga, which bas 
an elev3.tion of two thousand I6ul fifty feet, and just before the descent 
began, a clearing was found, in wbich were two mounds of earth._OO . 
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about fifteen feet high, and one hundred and twenty feet in circumfe .. 
ren e; several tone walls were al 0 seen. In re pect to these, th re is 
a tradition that they were built by the warriors of Vavao, who invaded 
Upolu, and after their predatory warfare along the coa t wa over, 
occupi~ this commanding posifton for the purpose of cuttin rr oIT the 
communication between the opposite side of tbe .island. The trees 
growing on these mound are nearly two feet in diameter, and the 
missionaries have inferred from their inquiries that the invasion referred 
to occurred seventy or eighty years ago. 

Messrs. Dana and Cout,-ouy visited a lake called Lauto, whicb lie 
to the westward of tbis pass, and in the centre of an extinct crater. The 
edge of the crater was found to be two tbousand five hundred and 
seventy feet above the sea, and the descent thence to the water of the 
lake is one hnndred and twenty feet. The e gentlemen succeeded in 
obtaining a line. of soundings across the lake, by cutting down trees, 
and forming a raft of them. They found the depth in the middle nine 
and a half fathoms, decreasing thencc gradually in all directions to tbe 
shore. The form of the lake is ncarly circular, and it ha a ubterra
nean ouLlet. The hill in which this crater is situated i!s conical, and 
there is a low knoll at some distan e to the s uth of it, which is the 
only otber elevation in the neighbourhood, above the general height of 
the ridge. 

The border of the crat r is clothed with the usual forest foliage of 
these islands, which, however, exhibits here more than usual beauty, 
being decorated with the finely-worked fronds of the arboroscent ferns, 
in widely-spread stars, and the graceful plumes of a large mountain 
palm. 

The poets of the island have appreciated the beauty of the place, and 
allude to the perpetual verdure which adorns the banks of the lake, in 
the following line: 

• " Lo.uuto'o e 10 toi 0. c la.u mea.. .. 

" Lo.uto, untouched by withered leaf." 

There is a legend connected with this lake, that bas more of poetic 
beauty and fee ' g than one would ave supposed to exist among so 
rude a people. It is as follows. 

Many generations since, during war between Upo]u and Savaii, a 
number of war-canoes from the latter island crossed over to attack 
Ulatamoa (or, as it is now called, Ulumoenga), tbe principal town in 
the district of Aana. At the time of their appro a h, two brothers, 
To'o and Ata, chanced to be paddlitfg their canoes in the channel 
between the reef and the hore, and before they; could reach the Ianti 
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were attacked by Q party of Savaiians. After a valiant defence, Ata was 
overpowered and slain, while To'o narrowly escaped the same fate. 

Overwhelmed with sorrow at the loss of a brother whom he tenderly 
loved, To'o retired to a neighbouring mountain, and burying h~mself in 
the darke t reces s of its forests, made them resound with his bitter 
lamentations. At length in his wanderings he caine to the summit, 
wh stooping down, he scooped out with his hand a vast hollow, 
and, leaning over its brink, suffered his tears to fi II in until it was 
filled. The lake thus formed has ever since borne the appellation of 
Lauu-to'o. 

The regard of To'o for his brother'S memory was further evinced by 
his adoption of Am's name, conjoined to his own as his family title, and 
the appellation of Toomata, a contraction of TO'o-ma-ara, is retained 
by his descendants, who are still chiefs of note in Upolu, and from whom 
the tradition was derived. • 

The lake of Lauto is regarded with superstitious dread by the 
natives, who believe it to be the abode of the spirits, who, in former 
times, were regarded'. 'ith great cut:J'ation, and worshipped. 'l'hese 
were supPl)sed to inhabit the waters of the lake, in the shape of eels, 
as thick as a cocoa-nut tree, and two fathoms long. The attempt of 
our gentlemen to explorp- it was looked upon as such a profanation that 
their native guides left them, and regarded them as per ons doomed to 
accident if not to destruction. The eels were represented as 0 savage 
and fierce that they would bite a per on's leg off. No eels, however, 
nor any other fish, were seen in the lake. 

In the neighbourhood of the crater no rock was observed in place, 
nor al)Y light scoria. Only a few fragments of stone were scattered 
about. 

The cone of the crater .of Lauto, is flatter than the others of the 
Same character that were visited, and particularly than that of Mount 
Tofua. Thi is the westernmost of them alI, and lies behind Fa e
tootai. It ri es so boldly, that it i een distinctly from the sea. This, 
with all the other craters, arc situated upon the central ridge, and the 
most conspicuous of those which remain, are Siusinga, which lies 
behind agana and Faliata. There is also one upon Mount Malata, 
in the rear of Fangaloa, and another on the southern side of the island, 
near Salomana. 

The part of the ridge on which Tofua is situated, is much lower 
than the cone itself, and has gradually declined from it eastern end. 
The ascent from Fasetootai ha!ll, for the first three or four miles. an 
almost imperceptible rise; after this, the slope increase rapidly until 
it becomes quite abrupt. Even in the steepest parts, however. tbe rock 
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was rarely visiple, but is oo'f81'ed .w. a deep and fertile soil, arising 
from its decomposition, d mixed with vegetable mould. The whole 
declivity, from the ery summit of the peak to the ahore of the sea, is, 
like other parts of the island, clo'thed with a dense forest, which shuts 
out all 'ew of the ocean, except trom the t p of the mountain. The 
ridge whence the cone rise was found to be one thousand one hundred 
and fifty feel above tbe level of the sea, and the angle of ascent ce 
upwaros, was ftom 40Q to 50°. The top of the peak, which forms the 
edge of the crater, is not more than fifteen feet wide in any place, and 
sometimes not more than Iwtlf as much. It is of uniform height, and 
has a circular form; the covity within it was estimated as hafing a 
circumference of about two and a quarter mile , and occupies the 
whole ummit. The depth of the crater was found to be three hundred 
and sixty feet, and the whole of its interior i fill d with lofty trees. 
The slope of the. inner declivity was 60°. At the foot of this is an 
uneven plane, covered with earth and loose cinders or scoria. Upon 
this grow forest tree', many of which were more than one hundred 
feet in height, beneath which is a dense growth of shrubbery. 

It was remarked, that although it had rained constantly for several 
days before this crater wa visited, no watet was found within it. 
This is accounted for by tbe fact that many of the brook and tream 
on the i land I,lre subterrane:lO throughout their whole course, while 
others nre partly so. The former gush up near the sea- hore in Jar 
springs or fOl1ntains, forming na.tural, or feeding artificial pools, in 
which the native bathe. Ac ording to our observations, such pool!) 
are so numerous on the western shore of the island, as to occur on the 
average, at interval~ of a mile. 

The rocks of this island arc of the vol anic character that mirrht be 
expected from the existence of so many craters. They are principally 
composed of a variety of basaltic lava, in which are found augite, 
felspar, albite, and cprysolite. Extensive currents of lava are seen, and 
are particularly abundant on the southern side of the island. 

It appears as if the e had flowed down towards the ea-shore in 
vari01;Js directions, and that after their outer surface had cooled, the 
ponion that refnained liquid within had run out, nd left a sort of 
tunnel. Such tunnels are numerous, and form the subterranean courses 
of the streams. Some of these natural tunnels are remarkable: among 
them, one visited near 88nga will sewe as the type of alL It was 
found to be a cavern nine hundred and fifty-ei ht feet in len h, 
e tending in a southeast direction, an«1 to have an average width of 
abeut fifteen feet; its roof was about eight feet in. height. At the 
termination of 's cava, there was . a pool of water five feet in depth. 

13 
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-temperature ofwbich was obaened to be '7SO, hile that of the air 
- On the cavern was 76O(}°, and that of the open aiT was 77-4°; 

These streams of lava are much more frequently eeen on the southern 
than on the northern side of the island; they are also iarger on the 
former of these sides, where they were in some places four tniles iR 
width. 

The path from Vivimanga to Sanga is called the Stone R,()ad, 
formed in part of blocks of lava_ There are also in this ,peighbour
hood many caves in the streams of lava. The cave at Sangs is the 
largest of these, and to describe it will cenvey an idea of those of 
smaller dimensions. I 

The cave at Sangs was dedicated to the god "Moso," who was 
supposed to reside in it. The entrance was found to be closed by an 
artificial wall built across it, about three feet thick; it is four feet 
high, and six feet wide. The sides, roof, and floor 0: this cavern are 
comparatively smooth, and are covered with stalagmites of a light 
yellowish colour, which are not calcareous. 

It hud heen Tflrorted that this cave was frequented by a peculiar 
kind of swallow, which never ventured into the light of day. Mr. 
Peale, who was one of the party that visited it, found swallows in 
abundance, which made a bat °ke noise, or rather one having a resem
blance to the rattling of pebbles. So far, however, from their being 
a peculiar species, as they had been represented, they were the com 
mon species of the i lands, and instead of shunning the light of day, 
they were continually passing in and out of the cavern, which was 
merely a place selected by them for breeding. On the ledge$ of the 
sides and roof their nests were found, composed of pieces of moss glued 
together. The eggs were white, nnd of a large size' in proportion to 
the bird, and no more than one was found in each nest. 

In traversing the island of Upolu, many deep gorges were seen, in 
which there were waterfalls. One of these caso~des was measured, 
aDd found to be seven hundred and fifty feet in height, so that the 
whole of the water was dissipated in spray before it reached the 
bottom. These glens are wild in the extreme, and beautiful, from the 
great variety and peculiar character of the foliage With which they 
are clothed. 

The south side of Upolu, like that of Tahiti, is much more luxuriant 
than the northern, which is owing to a like cause, namely, that. it 
receives more moisture from the prevailing winds. 

The wild orange grows ev~ry where in great abundance, and . 
lOme places the road was literally .trewed with the tiuit, hicb e 
tquall1he cultivated. variety in size. 




