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CHAPTER V.

SAMOAN GROUP,

\ 1839,

Durrve t#e time that the squadron remained in the Samoan Group,
all the islands of whigh it is made up were visited ; not only were the
examinations, spokenm: tpe two preceding chapters, made, but their
shores were minutely surveyed by boats; the meteorological instru-
ments were duly registered; astronomic and magnetic observations
made, and a full record of the tides kept. We have thus obtained a

“large amount of information, which will be more easily intelligible in a

condensed form, together with a great number of facts in relation to
the aboriginal population, which may be made more interesting when
applied to give a general view of the habits, character, and state of
civilization among the natives, than if dispersed in isolated remarks in

~ the accounts of the separate tours in which it was obtained.

The group lies between the latitudes of 13° 30" and 14° 30" 8., and

‘the longitudes of 168° and 173° W. The islands, as has been seen,
‘agree in the genergl character of bcing of volcanic structure, and

having coral reefs ; differing, however, in the modifications of these
formations, which have been from time to time described. The
harbours are usually situated within the reefs, but Tutuila is an

~ exception to this’ rule, by the possession of the deep land-locked basin

of Pago-pago. This is, of all the ports, the one best adapted for the
refitting of vessels; but: Apia, in Upoly, in the latitude of 13° 48
56:6" 8., and longitude 171° 41' 09" W., is not so difficult of egress,
and i in consequence of its proximity to the fertile district of pna, the
most con‘vemem for vessels seeking only a temporary anchoi‘age und
refreshment,

The approadl to "Pago-pago, and the other harbours of the Sogm.ﬁ'
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118 SAMOAN GROUP.

Isles, is not difficult; and as the soundings extend in some places for

a distance beyond the reefs, vessels may drop an anchor in caseof

necessity.

The flood tide among these islands sets to the westward ; beyond its
influence, on the southern side of the islands, a current generhlly pre-
vails to the eastward, while it runs westward on their northern side.
Vessels, therefore, when beating to windward, would find it to their
advantage to keep on the southern side of the group, where there is not
only a favourable current, but where the winds would be found more
regular, and calms less frequent.

Tidal observations were made contemporaneously at Tutuila, Upolu,
and Savaii; these show a regular difference of one hour in the tidal
wave between Tutuila and Upolu: the tide at Savaii appears from the
record to have been more irregular than at the otherget@nds, which
may in part be attributed to the extent of the reef, Wt"l also fear that
there may have been a want of due attention to the observations.

The climate of these islands may be termed variable,%nd there is
much bad weather, particularly during the wip/tgr months, when long
and heavy rains, attended at times with high winds and northerly
gales, are frequent. Destructive hurricanes also occur, and of these
one is still recollected which blew down the bread-fruit trees, and
destroyed many of the houses.

The air is more moist than that of the Society Islands, and the vege-
tation in consequence more luxuriant. Thunder and lightning are often
experienced, but during the summer months light winds and calms are
the prevailing characters of the climate.

Some of our gentlemen made the remark, that, to judge from the
time at which the bread-fruit was gathered, there must be a great
difference between the seasons of this island and Tahiti; for when we

arrived at Tutuila, that product was ripe and in abundance, although

when we left Tahiti, only a few days before, it was unripe and not to
be had. The same remark was made in relation to the vi-apple
(Spondias dulcis.) But, by comparing the voyages of Cook and Wallis,
it would appear that the time of the year at which the bread-frait is in
season at Tahiti is not constant, for both these navigators found it in
perfection, although they visited that island in different months. If
there be a difference between the time of the ripening of the bread-fruit
in the Society Islands and this group, the greater moisture and higher
mean temperature of the Samoan climate will account for it.
The temperature of the airat Apia varied from 77-7° to 80-2%3 that

of the water from 81:25° to 83-75°. SR :
* The mean height of the barometer in the group was 80128 in.
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The islands of the Samoan Group contain two thousand six hundred
and fifty square miles, which are divided as follows, viz.:

Savaii < A 4 o L . > 700
Upolu G- s, o i OSSR T o 1§60
” Dutiiile - W8 S bkl ol R e e e 1340
Manono ™ ymuisat s A (i winie . e 9
Apalios, G e Bonis®, 4 vy 1 U 5 4o 7
SRR - g o e L athe o 100
AMMORRIS = 38 e s Mg o A0 g v e 24
Ofoo G e v 8 10

* The soil of all the islands is rich, and arises chiefly from the decom-
position of voleanic rocks. At Tutuila, it was remarked that the
vegetation was luxuriant, and the trees of large growth. At Upolu
the forests seemed more sombre than those of Brazil, although the same
kind of gro¥s appeared to prevail.

The trees ‘@b Wot branch out until near the top, which renders it
difficult to am botanical specimens. The trunks are covered, and
even the sum of the trees sometimes overgrown, with the leaves
of the scandent llaria (F'reycinetia,) a climbing Piper, and other
vines, as Hoyas, Conv s, &c. The lower part of the trunks are
enveloped with ferns, of which there are many varieties, and with
some species of Pothos, which give the whole ground a matted or
woven appearance.

The woods in the interior of the islands are very thick, and often
composed of large and fine trees ; among them are, tree-ferns, a species
of banyan, pandanus, and several species of palms. Among other
plants a species of Cerbera was observed, with beautiful clusters of
large and odorous white flowers, which yielded a quantity of white
viscous sap, that our botanist, Mr. Rich, thought might be manufac-
- tured into caoutchouc. On the whole, the species of trees are much
~ more numerous than at Tahiti, and the vegetation in consequence
richer and more varied. The woods, however, are not enlivened by
showy flowers, and the few of these that are seen are of a white or
grayish hue, which is to be ascribed to their being but little exposed to
~ therays of the sun, in consequence of the umbrageous foliage. Many
of the flowers seen on the ground were unknown to our botanist, as
were several fruits.

Among the trees which have been named, that which struck us as
most remarkable was the species of banyan (Ficus religiosa), called
in these islands Ohwa. Some of these were seen, whose pendant
branches had taken root in the ground to the number of thousands,
forming stems from an inch to two feet in diameter, uniting in the
main trank more thau eighty feet above the ground, and supporting a*
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vast system of horizontal hranches, spreading like ‘an umbrella d&er' ‘
the tops of the other trees. For the sketch of one bf fhese I am oo

debted to Mr. Peale. = : W e

e » OHWA TREE. A0 7
~_ "The bread-fruit is the most abundant Mees, and grows
here to a large size; the vi-apple, the cocda-fiut, and the wild orange

are also found in great numbers; and at Tutuila a large lime-tree was
seen in full bearmg, which was said to have been planted before the
arrival of the missionaries.

“Among the most singular of the vegetable productions is the stinging

tree, of which the natives are much afraid ; for if its leaves be tonched

an eruption is produced, particularly if the skm be wet, Its leaf is
cordate, but quite smooth. - .

The arborescent ferns are not as numerous as at Tahm,'bpt grow to
a larger size. The palms give a character of luxuriance to the country,

from* the variety of their foliage. Rattans ninety feet in length were :

seen running over the trees.

“Bamboos and the wild sugar-cane were very common; the latter is
used in thatching houses: the wild ginger also abounds.

“Of the wild nutmeg (Myristica,) two species were scen, which are
small trees, and lnkely to be passed withott notice, wgre it not for the
peculiar manner in ‘which' branches grow out of the trink, which i

in whirls, at regular intervals, hke the whxte pine (Pmus strﬁbﬂs)’% ;
our”Ndrthem States. -
Tt was remarked that ﬁm chawo@ar of the vcgetatfﬁn appfaa-;'h'eti.
more nearly to that of the Bast Indies than of the Society Tslands, and
the leafless acacias were the type of those we afterwards saw m*Ww B

Holhud‘;"ww are’ sam plam! which uppmwulm wm
islands. ey O e
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the dark, and that when obliged to pass about their villages by night,
they use flambeaux made of the dried stalks of the cocoanut-leaf to
light them on their way. This fear is partly owing to superstition,
whieh makes them fearful of eneountering some spirit or aitu, with
which their imaginations people the groves, springs, rocks, trees, &ec.
They are in the habit of occasionally making a feast for the king’s
aitu, when a number of pigs are prepared, and a quantity of taro, fruit,
~ &e., is gathered. The portion for the aitu is placed near his supposed
dwelling-place, and the dependants and others enjoy themselves on the
remainder.

They were formerly in the habit of presenting their first fruits to the
aitus and chiefs. This custom still continues among the heathen, but
the Christian party present theirs to the missionaries. The ceremony
usually takes place in January or February. In drinking ava, the first
cup was always presented to the gods.

There is an account of a large lizard which dwells on the south side
of the island, ai.d is worshipped as an aitu. The description given of
it makes it two fatimms long and as large round as a cocoa-nut tree,
with huge scales, and a smouth filled with sharp teeth. It is said to
dwell in a stream near Safata, into which the natives frequently throw
meat. Some of them declare that they have seen him, and that he has
dwelt there upwards of fifty years.

It is not remarkable, however, that they should have this tradition ;
and this circumstance affords an additional proof that they have had
frequent intercourse with the Tonga, or Friendly Islands, where a
similar tradition is spoken of in Mariner’s Tonga Islands.

Among their other superstitions is that of a malignant spirit that
resides in the vicinity of Apolima, in the shape of an enormous eel, of
from six to ten fathoms long, and large in proportion, which attacks
canoes and drags them down.

A story is told that is said to have happened only a few years ago.
While two natives of Manono were swimming across the channel in
the reef, they were drowned in the sight of many others; immediately
a large canoe was manned, and went in quest of them; the crew of
this canoe encountered the monster, and wounded it. The canoe was
upset, and although a few saved themselves by swimming to the shore,
the greater part of them were destroyed. When asked if it was not a
shark, (of which they have two kinds, the tanifa, or great white shark,
and the masi, or small blue one,) they replied, it was a monstrous pasi,
which is the name applied to the murcena or conger eel.

Their dances and other amusements are in a great degree abolished,
but they are still practised in the heathen villages, and even the’
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Christian women may still be induced to exhibit the former, which
they call siva. . The mode of performing it differs from that of the
Tahitians, but is like it lascivions, and neither of them would be called
dances. in our sense of the term. The dance is usnally petfﬁrmﬁd‘i‘h :
young girls, who stand up before the audience, throwing théir- arms;
legs, feet, and hands, in numerous strange attitudes, which are lw
thing but graceful. The others who are present sing amusing words,
in two or three parts, while a third or fourth part is kept upina
coarse grunt or guttural sound, in the bass clef. "The words are com-
prised in short sentences, each of which finishes suddenly with a
staccato note, and a violent gesture. The music of one of the dances
at Tutuila was as follows: : R e
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The females, unlike those of Tahiti,’have not-many musical voices
among them, but, in common wnh othef’uncwﬂxzed taces, have a
perfect knowledge of time. o

The men, on the contrary, produce found 118 0 nd_s;rather below
tenor, but as wild as nature would have them to be."

The dance of the girls at Upolu consisted entirely of motions of the
body, and was so indelicate as to produce disgust. The chaunt which
accompanied it was sung with a high voice, and three or four women
were employed in beating time on the mats with short sticks, in which

“most of the spectators joined thh their- hmds* In all cases they kept
'tlme with the greatest accuracy.

" 'The Samoan drum is made of ‘a part of a tree, hollowed out ; they
have also an instrument, formed of a-loose slat fitted “into a board, on
which “they beat time with two sticks. ~Their flute, if it may .be so
called, is made of bamboo, as are also their pipes, which resemble those
of Pan.

The dances of the men are by no means mdecorgus Those who
perform them vary in number from two to a dozen, and are divided
into two. partiess . These parties alternately advance and retreat,
which gives  an ‘appearance. of animation. = Clapping their hands,
swinging them. to “and fro, or clasping them over their heads, they
follow- each other ‘in a. circle, leaping up and down, and turning
suddenly around, keeping time to the music. The dances continue
sudden clapof the hands axid a._

mmultaneous shout.

3 a-ﬂ,h
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The music to which they danced in Upolu, was as follows :

, Firet Voices,
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The song is usually extemporaneous, relating to some recent occur-
rence. The following is a translation of one of them, obtained by Mr.
Couthouy through one of the interpreters.

BU
BU

o/

The Papalangi has come to Samoa,

The Papalangi has come to Vaiusn,

Let us all go down to the spring.

The Papalangi is fond of the Siva.

Where is the pig? Where is the fattened fowl?
The Papalangi cannot join in the Siva, :
Kindle up a bright blaze! Where are the virgins?
I am going to get some cocoa-nuts,

Look at this Samoan, how finely he dances!

These dances are usually performed in the fale-tele, where stran-
gers are entertained. The inhabitants and their guests occupy different
ends of the building; and alternately keep up the dancing and singing.
Through the latter all the news is made known, occurrences related,
and inquiries made and answered.

Many of the pights are spent in this way; and much of the day-
time in eating, bathing, and sleeping.

Besides these dances, thqre are various games. One of these, called
“lupe,” is played by two persons, who sit opposite each other. One
of them presents his closed fist to his opponent, and then rapidly holds
up one, two, three, or all the fingers and the thumb, striking the back
of his hand on the mat at the same ttme. If his opponent fails of
instantly holding up a like number of fingers, he loses a point, and ten,
points finish the game.
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“Lafo litupa” is also played by two persons, who place about. ﬁfty
beans of the Mimosa scandium before them; then taking up four at a
; tune, they throw them up in the air, and catch them on the back of
the hand; the player who catches a hundred soonest is the wiuner.

Tuae-fua: this is played by five or six persons. It resembles the
sport of the Chinese jugglers with iron balls. The first player some-

¥

times takes as many as elght oranges, throwing them successively into -

the air, and endeavours to keep the whole in motion at once. «They
are very dexterous at this: if they miss three times, the game is lost.

Tui-muri affords the natives much amusement. Any number of
persons may play at it. They seat themselves in a circle, and divide
into two parties. An orange is suspended from above, about two feet
from  the ground, and each person is supplied with a small sharp-
pointed stick. “The orange is swung round, and as it passes, each one
endeavours toplerqe it, some with great eagerness, others quite calmly,
and others again with a wary coolness, all of which affords much
amusement to the bystanders. The party wins who first succeeds in
fairly hitting the orange fifty tlmes. ;

It is played for mats, trinkets, &ec., but more genera]ly for a baked
pig, which is eaten when the play is over.

Litia: this is a general sport, sometimes whole villages playing
against each other; it is in fact an exercise in spear-throwing. Two
parties furnish themselves with light sticks of the Hibiscus tiliaceus,
about eight or ten feet long and as thick as a finger. The bark is
stripped off, which makes them very light. The two parties arrange
themselves in a line, and strive to throw these as far as possible; the
party which succeeds in throwing fifty the farthest wins the game.
The usual distance to which they are thrown is about forty yards, and
one would conceive it almost impossible for them to be thrown so far.
A grand feast usually terminates the sport, which the losing party
pays for.

“Lafe,” is a game confined to the chiefs, who play it for pastime.
Four persons sit at the corners of a mat, ten or twelve feet long, in
whose centre is placed another of ten inches square; the persons at
opposite corners are partners; each party is provided with five circular
pieces of cocoa-nut shells, from two inches in diameter to half a cocoa-
nut. The first player lays his smallest piece on the little mat, and his
opponent tries to knock it off, and leave his own in its place. Each in
his turn endeavours to knock his opponent’s pieces off The party
which first succeeds in knocking its opponent’s pieces off one hundred
times, wins the game. The pieces of coco. mmare ﬁnely pbhshed and
“carved with a variety o!*fbvim;.' e

L8
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Sham club-fights and wrestling-matches are common, and frequently
end in broken heads, limbs, and teeth knocked out.

An odd amusement of the natives was seen in the forest, in one of
the clearings near one of the heathen villages, and at a short distance
from Apia, (the vignette gives a good idea of it.) A fine large tree
had been lopt of its branches (exeept at the very top), for a mast;
around this a framework of timber, afier the model of a vessel, was
constructed ; all the timbers were carefully fastened together with
sennit, and with the requisite curvature; from the bow a large and
long piece of timber projected, and at the stern a rudder was contrived,
with its tiller ; but instead of its ordinary movements as with us, it was
intended to act vertically, in the way to which they are accustomed
in managing or steering their large canoes with an oar; vines and
creepers were used for the rigging ; ballast had likewise been placed in
the hold.

This afforded them great amusement, and showed an ingenuity in
the construction of this Papalangi ship, as they called it, which had
cost them much time and labour.

There is no ceremony at births, or indeed any mconvemence. The
mother ,gmemﬂx pmceeds unmcdnately to  the sprmg, bghcs and
washeg-' Bt




sex makes 1o dm'eace in thc.names, wh:ch are
ly to males and fen # s
v éﬁsers ofien suckle their ghxldrqa muhey aremx yeam old;

‘% ren of different ages at ouee, the. eldest r;movmg the
youngest sometimes by force from the mother’s breast,

Ith their practice to wash the chxldren,fmn&y  the fresh-water
s When a-native wishes to get a w1fe, the coment of the chief is first
- obtained. Then he takes a basket of breud-fruxt, and offers it to the

girl of his choice. His suit is considered as accepted if she partakes

of it. He must then pay her parents a certain price for her, which
varies with the station and ability of the parties. A chief’s daughter is
valued high, viz., at half a dozen hatchets and as many fathoms of cloth.
~Another mode of courtship is to go to the houge of the object of
cattachment or desire, and be enfertained. If the family show a friendly
feeling towards the young man and eat with him, his addresses are
favourably received. 'I'he formal offer is made by a large present to
the family of the female, which being accepted, the match is made, and

if refused, the courtship is at an end. The parents expect their children
& tom by their decision. = The « Malo” party have been in the habit
s ;«of taking wwes from their conquered enemxes when %hey thm@ht

oep d&pled parent. Thls

*’cﬁﬂdr@élot;;b% ;
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or eightecn months in their band§.
ornaments they use but few. The m

) mspendad around the neck by a strii
v claimed much of their attention,




“yrmuedxat Ta '
m smaller mallet, upon a spring-board; and
‘quality. The tapa is often printed with

performed in am&e similar to that ps

ts, about as thlck ‘as bi
ﬁeawa, by seng
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‘jomed, the gum from the bark of the bread-fruit tree is used
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choicest treasures, and are so much coveted that wars <~

made to obtain possession of them. For the latter reason
call alastava. . au 3 B i
r?me,qeveral distinct tradgs amoqg the men m'that of
ﬁoox 2.2 ang thg,most esteemed is thptof canoe-building, in which

N vFeepe. SR il
MTM Wmanqes are from thu'ty to sixty feet long, and capablc o, %
carrying from ten to twelve persons. They are formed of:several

. pie ‘m}ﬂmk, fastened together with sennit. These pieces are of no ,,

regular. size or shape. On the edge of each plank is a ledge or pro-
jection, which serves to attach the sennit, and to connect and
bind it closely to ghe adjoining one. It is surprising to see the
labour bestowed on uniting so many small pieces, where large
M good planks might be obtained. . Before the pleceq are

- to cement them close and prevent leakage. These canoes
retain their form much more truly than one would have sup-
~ posed, and 1 saw few whose original model had been impaired
by service. On the outside, the pieces are so closely fitted as
frzqquy to require close examination before the seams can
ba ‘detected. This perfection of workmanshlp is astonishing to
- those who see the tools with which it is executed. They are
- now made of no more than a picce of iron tied to a stick, and used as.
mad,ze. Thls, with a gimlet,is all they have, and before they obtamed
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s, and e uidad by o worman, i
) rd deck in the centre of mh is a row m,,

 find no dxfﬁcnhy in ocgupying this splace, uf.hey ma
t any poutmn mth ease to themselves;» but‘Mra

over. One of our gentlemen was treated wnh"ﬂus [
_long recollect the words of the song they sing.

“ Lelei tusilava le tau mua,
Leango tusilava le tau muri.”

* Good above all is the part before,
o . Bad above all is the part behind.”

s e
The uneasiness, from his account, does not only, proceed from the
small place left to sit upon, but also from the constant appm of
precapmted into the sea. This faa Samoa, or Sa,mm fashi

Havmg both a prow and stern, these canoes cannot be maawuvwad S
without tackmg, consequently the out-rigger, that constitutes w 4
 safety, is, in using their sail, alternately to leeward and windward, and
- does not, when to leeward, add much to the stability of the ca

ekl Thgy carry less sail than the canoes of the other natives of Polyngaiﬁ

ﬁnd to guard against the danger of upsetting, the natives riga. g

or boom (suth), projecting from the opposite side to that on wﬁq&w :

_ out-rigger is fitted. This boom is secured with guys to the top of the
mast. When the wind blows fresh, some of the men go out upoq :

Wom@s neceqsary The sail is que of a mat, of'
shm'waﬂx its apex below : some of these are ten, feet htgh.
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te. M-m now pheed in the gmundr )
Treceive &ewﬁltpwce which is fastened to €




'.at night. vAllhough ’chece-lhv :
‘burn for a long time, the house

}q—nm. several_qf which are stnmg mﬁw
houses are. ."tobwm




: m them, in which state t!i!y“-
bm are sweeter. Another dish is called fa
' ed cocoa-nut pulp boiled down to
:n both hot and cold. i
‘the Samoans are regular. Theyﬁb
take a meal. They then bathe and
éecnpations for the day. These consis

-catch.,bmds,forwhxch purpoa’&»ymendr fixed
: ‘generally find enough to employ the mornin ﬁi @a
’supply After this is done, they lounge about, or. =

’Theytake ‘care fﬂw-
the food for mmgao o

’dtupa.




) ,» mqumng where or how they are to,
) ‘tbeir quarters in the « fale tele.” In a short

ng the Piper mythxmem..nmg
amplngced. nollecting and cooking‘f




: M are made the subjaom of Matmn.
‘redress in this manner occurs, it is received as an
jt e*ip;m,y whether the family, the friends, the villag

ict to which the murdered person belonged, are willi
lent for the wrong they have sustained. Th

bution, and a ,negouauon is entered into to fix' the a
‘pensation. When this is agreed upon, it is offered 1 :
relative of the deceased, and the parties who present, it perform perform at the
“same ume an act of subrmssxon, by prosl'.mtmg thlmselves bem%
5 S NSe the ﬂﬂ.ﬂﬂ' gy Y

i > crimes nothing but the death of the oﬁ'ender could atone.
O < mg these was adultery ; and when the wives of chiefs eloped with é
~+_men of another district, it generally produced a war. Thxsw one
" of the causes of the wars waged by Malietoa. : g
;I’lmre’ -existed, however, means by which the codtw rendered m)ﬂ

less bloody, in places of refuge for offenders, such as the torﬁs of
chiefs, which were held sacred and inviolate. - g o ; ¥
‘Wars were frequent among the Samoans before the Wuctlon tﬂ‘ :
the gespel and mrcely a mon& pnmed thhoﬂ-@arrds being

¥ e of th st dxm:y that M' Aana, mlh western part of
et ha, ; almoma exterminated.  This war continued for ezg"ﬁt'

months, agd ‘only those were saved who escaped to the olos, or inac- '
f&\r&fuge, or were protected by.the « Malo, "flhe mlﬁig .



sary, was consndered the best warrior. E
ymmander, and there was no general, t
me to time decided in council. Their spe -
 the sting of the ray-fish, which, on bveakxag oﬁ' in th!a
certain death

or almost‘muccessxble mountain, where a small force could'f
imtect itself from a larger one. One of these olos; or strongholdc’}; WL
: the people of Aana, during the late war, was on a high perpendicular
.+ ridge, which forms the western boundary of the bay of Faleletai, and
ﬁ it wu,x!he scene of many a bloody contest. The Manono people; .
coming by night, would land at the foot of the hill, and attempt its '
ascent, while those on the top would roll and hurl down stones,
generally overcoming them with ease, and driving the invaders back
with great slaughter. The latter, however, took a fearfal and truly
savage revenge for their various defeats. Laying in wait until the
women came down to fish on the reefs, they set upon them, and
massaered them all. The burning of houses, the destruction of 1he
Wmt, cocoa-nut trees, ta.ro-pawhes, and yam- grounds, .y
; dmary featureq of these conflicts. - s




'x)wand cqmmon;eaple These tulafales are y
and householders ;- they possess considerable il
~advisers q;;zhe chiefs, and the executors of their
 chiefs tﬂy ‘derive their rank from descent. Tk

y some opprobrious aplthﬁt- 'ﬂw son. of a low.
ranks as a chief, although he has no &uthemfy, and

3 :ebpef or a commoner.
The lands are allotted and dlstmguuhed by known bour
The nptural helr of the former owner succeeds, a.qdv '
or r, but all his dependants are free

' M all the dancendants of these prin
; requlres the conmt of the ¢






