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In the di8rent jaunts aeross the i land, many of the "Devil' " or 
unconverted towns were visi d, where our parties were always 
treated with great hospitality. At the town of Siusinga the chief who 
entertained our party was !l. pries~ of the Gimblet religion. 'this new 
faith ha made some progress among these islands, and has the follow-
ing singular origin: . 

A native of So. vaii, by name Seeovedi, was taken from that isl:md 
by a whale-ship, and did not return for several years. During his 
absence he visited several ports, where it would seem he obtained some 
notions of the forms and ~remonies of the Roman Catholic Church. 
Possessed of considerable natural shrewdness, he founded on this 
knowl dge a plan to save himself from labour for the future, by col
lecting followers at whose expense he might be maintained. During 
his absence, and while on board the whale-ship, he had received, as is 
usual in such cases, instead of his native name, that of Joe Gimblet; 
and this cognomen is now firmly attached to the sect of which he was 
the founder. 

Having formed the plan of founding a sect, he did not scruple a to 
the means of carrying it into effect j for he boldly claimed a heavenly 
mission, professing to hold converse with God, and asserting that he 
po essed the power of working miracles, raising the dead, &c.. He 
soon. gained many proselytes, and had attained great consideration 
and authority, when unfortunately for him he was called upon to exert 
his pretended power of raising the dead, by restoring to life the 
favourite son of a powerful chief called Lelomia va, who had been 
murdered. 

Joe did not hesitate to undertake the accomplishment of this miracle. 
He in the first place directed a house to be built for the reception of 
the body, and when it was finished he required that it should be sup
plied with the best provisions. In conformity with this requisition, the 
choicest articles 0", food that could be obtained were regularly handed 
to Joe for the use of the defunct, upon whom he alone waited, while 
every other person except the chief and himself was excluded from the 
building. 

The food th~s regularly supplied as regularly disappeared, and 10e 
assured the chief that his son had eaten it, and under this bountiful 
allowance would 800n recover his strength, and walk forth. In this 
way time wore on, until the patience of the old chief began to show 
symptoms of being exhausted. This somewhat alarmed Joe, but u he 

as a fellow of infinite resources, he 80nlrivcd to evade inqwry and 
proerastio8te. hoping no doubt, that some lucky incident might turn 
up, by which he should be enabled to extricate himeelf &om tlfe 
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4ilemma. tlAlitaa ., few him, h ver, month of 
• us IHlspense, the old mnn'. pigs aDd taro fen short. nottlrithstand

iiIg the chief's d~ants had for a long time been reitricted _m 
uiing them. All of them were in fact much reduced by their com
puLiory fast, with the exception of Jo~, whose rotundityofforrrtseemed 
to indicate that he at least ran no 1'i k of starvation. Whether it wore 
owing to the suspicions which his jolly appearance excited, 01' th t 
he began to entertuin doubts of Joe's supernatural po not 
known; but one day old Lelomiava determined to satisfy hi the 
progress making in the restoration of hiS-son. With this design he 
entered the house, and was shocked with the sight of his son's body in 
a state of loathsome putridity. He immediately summoned Joe, and 
informed him that it was time that the promised miracle should be 
accomplished, adding, that it must be done by the morrow's dawn. 
Joe immediately redoubled his exertions, and prayed I hastily to all the 
saints of hi calendar. He, however, knew full well what would be 
his fate if he remained to encounter on the morrow the anger of the 
$avage chief. He therefore effected his escape during the night, and 
made his way to his native island. There he remained for some 
time iocog., but now ventures to appear openly, practi ing his impo
sitions boldly, anJ is the worst antagonist the missionaries have to deal 
with. 

This story was related by the old chief himself, who, in tead of find
ing his son restored to life, was compelled to bury his bod'y, which he 
did, with the exception of the head. This he put in a box, and sus
pended beneath the peak of the roof of his house, where it remains, a 
witness of his credulity and of the gross imposition that was practised 
upon him. 

While the part.y remained at Siusinga, a sick native was brought 
from the coast to a neighbouring house, and their host, the Gimblct 
priest, 'Was called upon to pray for him. This afforded them tln oppor
tunity that might not otherwise havc occurred, of learning some facts 
in relation to the ceremonies of this sect. 

On this occasion, the pri st approached the house where the sick man 
layrand wilen upon the stone platform in front of it, t:e drew forth a 
book from the folds of tupa in which it had been carefully enveloped. 
He then called upon Jehovah, returning thanks for the many blessings 
which haG been conferred on his people, and asked for a continuance 
ef the ume, invoking the name of Jesus. He eaded. by inquiring the 
Di iDe pleasure cODCerning the sick man, aDd beggiQs mercy for him. 

nature of the book could not be diatincdy. II as it as again . 
ullyenclosed in the tnpa as soon as die ceremony was Ol'Uf IM1t 

c 



so far as it, .. viaible, it bore an unquestionable resemblance to a 
blank note-boo I 

TM pFOIIelytes of this sect, in case f sickness, confes thetr sins to 
one another, and have a number of fast-days, which are rigidly kept. 
Their ~abbath occurs only once- a month, and is celebrated by the 
firing of guns and the puerile mummery in which their wor hip COD

sists. 
I :P9rsuance of the resolution I had adopted, Captain Hudson set out 

on th of October, with the boats of his ship, for the purpo e of 
attempting the capture of.Opotuno. This noted chief of the neigh
bouring island of Savaii, had, as has been stated, committed several 
murders and other outrages. Among other acts, he had taken posses
sion of two boats, sent On shore by the whale-ship William Penn, 
Captain wain, of Nantucket, killing the chief mate, and the two boat
steerers. The ttyrd officer of he vessel was also wounded, and left for 
dead upon the beach; he was, however. picked up by some females, 
who removed him to a hut, where, through their l{ind attention, he 
recovered. He did not, however, rejoin his ship, but remained for some 
time on the island. 

The most surprising part of the history of this transaction is, that 
Captain Toby, of the ship Swift, of New Bedford, afterwards purchased 
these boat from Opotuno, although he knew that chief had obtained 
them by murdering this captain's own countrymen. 

Captain Hudson fell in with tho Flying-Fish, on his way to avaii, 
and took her with him, to aid in carrying on the stratagem by which 
the watchfulness and suspicions of the wary chief were to be lulled to 
rest. 

On their arrival off the part of the i land where potuno usually 
resides, they mado for the shore under pretence of surveying, and 
reached the village of Setipetea, which adjoins that where he dwells. 
We afterwards learnod that no sooner had the boats got within the 
reef, than he prep!Lred for his flight to the mountains. The news of 
the capture of Tuvai, and tho reappearance of boats from a vessel (the 
Peacock) which had passed about ten day before, served to put him 
on the alert. lIe had, however, become so daring that he did not at 
once fly, but awaited more decided indications of hostility; and when 
Captain Hudson, accompanied by only two men, passed through his 
village, having loft his boats only a mile distant, he entertained the 
intention of shooting him. He hud actually cocked hi gun for this 
purpose, when one of his follower advi ed him not to fire, a he would 
bring great trouble on the island if he!h t a chief. When the boat ' 
cr~ws afterwards entered Opotuno s village, the inhabitant. soo ed 

• 

• 
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modl alannl but the chief was missing. It was tQeror",e consiclered 
ad !sable to make no hostile demon. trations; as no gObt\ purpose oouId 
have been effected by following him to the mountains, where it would 
h~ve been impossible to apprehend him. 

The boats therefore returned, ana although without succeeqing in 
the main object of the expedition, something was gained in reviving 
his apprehensions of being captured. His village was not destroyed, 
l:>ecause to do so would have been no injury to him, but only distres. 
ing to its poor inhabitants. He would have laughed at the idea of 
his being punished by th~ burning of the in. habitations, as it is said 
he did so when an attempt was made, during a previous cruise of the 
Vincennes, by her commander, who visited his village, and burned 
two or three of his hOl1ses. 

The impunity he has hitherto enjoyed has served to r~nder him 
audacious, and it is not long since he put to death fltn American sea
man, who had been left sick in his charge. 

Opotuno is detested by .his brother chiefs, not only for his aggres
sions upon foreigners, but uu his countrymen also. Only a short time 
before bur arrival, he seduced and carried off the wife of Va vasa. 
This act was considered so outrageous, and was so deeply resented, 
that we were informed a war was only prevented by the noar relation
ship of these two chiefs. The Samoans regard with horror the idea of 
those connected by ties of consanguinity, fighting against each other. 

Opotuno is not only r~lated to Vavasa, but is the adopted son of old 
Pea of Manono, a connexion which was not without its effect in 
averting .hostilities. 

On the 4th of November, a fono was held, according to the appoint
ment made with Malietoa, in the fale-tele of Apia. All the officers 
who could be spared from the ships were ordered to attend. Old Pea, 
the chief of Apia, seemed to be the master of ceremonies on the 
occasion. Clean mats were spread for the chiefs, and chairs and 
benches borrowed from the missionaries' houses were placed for us, 
opposite to them. All the highest chiefs of the" Malo" party were 
present, except Pea of Manono, and two minor cbief,s of Sa vaii. 
Malietoa presided. His whole demeanour was dignffied, composed, 
and thoughtful. His personal appearance has already been spoken of, 
and the form of his head, his white hair, and djgnified bearing, aga,iQ 
reminded us of General Jackson. He is slender and tall, althouga 
somewhat bent by age. It was to be regretted, that his dress was ill 
cho en, and rather detracted from the tespect he would have inspired 
had he appeared in hjs native garb; he wore pantal~ a rOUDCl . 
Jacket, and a pink and white striped cotton shirL 
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n, the nepbew of Malietoa, who acted as spokesman, and whose 
C4MUttenance betokened the intere t he felt in the business, attracted 
attention in the second degr~e. Then came Mole, the son of Malietoa, 
Maletau, their general, the most ~enowned leader in the war of Aanll, 
and T8i-ma-le-Iagi, Malietoa's brother. There were also present a 
number of chiefs of less distinction, among whom was old Pea of 
Apia; although he was compelled to take his place, yet he did not 
fail to be conspicuous, not merely by his personal appearance, but by 
his officiousness. 

The proceedings were ~onducted with great ceremony, but there 
was a marked difference between this fono, and the solemnity of our 
Indian councils. The S.amoan assembly appeared more quiescent, 
the proceedings exhibited more refinement, and the customs partook 
of an Asiatic character. 

In aU such m tings, a rigid order of precedence, that seems well 
understood by every one, is establi hed; all conversation is carried on 
in a whisper; no one is seen standing in the presence of a superior, 
and sitting with outstretched legs is considered indecorous. Articles 
were never passed over a person, and no native ever ventured to come 
in contact with a chief. 

The background on the side of the natives was filled up with 
inhabitants from Jifi'crent p3rts of the island. 

On the opposite side of the building, the officers of the squadron and 
the missionaries formed a numerous group. Among the latter was 
our friend Mr. Williams and his son, whom I had appointed to act as 
con ul until the pleasure of the government of the United States was 
known, and whom it was intended to present in this c:Lpacity to tho 
meeting, in order that he might be recogni ed formally by the chiefs, 
Messrs. Heath, Mills, and Wilson were also present; and Mr. Heath, 
who was believed to be best acquainted with the Samoan language, 
was kind enough to. officiate as our interpreter. 

The object I had in view, in requesting the fono to be called, was 
to prooure the formal enactment of laws and regulations which might 
secure to our whale-ships a certainty of protection and security, and 
at the same 1im~ to prevent impositions being practi ed by them upon 
the native government, of which, as has been stated, complaint had 
been made. To the breach of these laws, it was intended that the 
penalty of a fine should be attached, in order to secure obedience to 
them. 

The meeting being organized, I in the.first place presented Mr. John 
Williams, as the 'consul of the United States, whom the chiefs recog
Dited u such with great wiUingness and satisfaction. 
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n entered upon the discI . IJl of the proposed regu 
ere adopted in a form which promises to be mutually bene

ficial, beln highl advantageous to them, and at the same time jnsuring 
a certainty of security to American( ves cis that may visit the islands 
they could not before enjoy.. • 

ODe of the al'ticles referred to the redress of injuries committed by 
the native , and provided for the punishment of those who had been 
guilty of crime, by giV'iog them up. 

Wi hing to rid these i lands of a pest both to natives and foreigners, 
I now, as authorized by the spirit of this lrticle, made a demand. for 
the murderer, Opotuno, and stated that a compliance with this would 
ettle all disputes between us. This demand produced a great sen a

tion am ng the chiefs, and much excitement prevailed in the meeting. 
Malietoa, in reply to jt, expressed himself strongly in detestation of the 
character of Opotuno, and tated that his cap,ture by \!:'S would give him 
satisfaction, but argued that the regulations now enacted could not 
apply to hi past mi deeds, and that he would only come within its 
operation should he be again guilty of like crimes. He in short pleaded 
that the 1 w could have no ex post facto bearing. 

He next argued, that the inevitable consequence of any attempt on 
their part to seize Opotuno, would be to involve the whole group in a 
civil war, for he was not only a powerful chief himself, ,but connected 
with others still more so; and that a civil war was that which he most 
d ired to avoid. He however went on to say, that so far as he was 
concerned, no oppo ition would be made to any steps on our part to 
secure one whom they knew to be guilty of great outrages; but he 
could not in any way assist. 

In conclusion, he stated that the island had, until within the few 
years that had elapsed since he obtained the command, been the seat 
of continual wars; tha! they were now aware of the advantages of 
peace, and had a just sense of the benefits they in c(mscquence enjoyed ; 
aDd declared that he should do all in his power to pre erve the blessings 
of peace, and maintain the unwonted state of prosperity. For these 
blessings he ascribed high acknowledgments to the missionaries, saying 
that he hoped the Samoan people would in due ti~e profit by the 
Ie sons taught them, and adopt all the improvements of the Papalqis. 

Few persons have ever iospired me with more respect tban '-.... P 

chief, and his sentiments were delivered by TOOl. in fUli UnDNIlIi!II'8 
manner. 

It was not my object to dri,ve them to extremi . 

• A copy of ~ regalatiou will be IiMuId ill 
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instant deci io. I al 0 wi bed to give them time to teflect upon and 
canvass the regulations just adopted, and perceived tbat they began to 
be fatigued with the length of the conference. I therefore proposed that 
before they ga ve me a final answ:r in relation to Opotuno, they should 
take ti~e for consideration and reflection, for which purpose I suggested 
tbat the meeting should be adjourned until the next day, which was 
accordingly done. 

On the 5th November we again met, when the arguments urged the 
day before were a second time brought forward j and the necessity of 
their taking measures that' should effectually prevent outrages upon the 
persons aDd depredations on the property of white men, strongly set 
before them. They met these argument with complaints against the 
white men who had come to the islands Or been left upon them, saying 
that many of them were bad fellows, and had caused much trouble, I 
at once told thell1 that if they would bring these turbulent persons to 
me, I would take them away from the islands, and that the laws they 
had now assented to, were such as would secure their punishment for 
any future offences. 

In this state of the proceedings we were favoured with a set speech 
from the official orator of Malietoa, an old blind chief, who stood up, 
supporting himself by leaning with both hands upon a long stick. In 
this attitl,lde he oured forth such a torrent of words as few of us had 
ever before heard; and if eloquence be composed of elocution and a 
ready flow of language, he was fully entitled to the praise of possess-
ing it. . 

As we learned from the translation of this speech, its object was to 
urge the necessity of going to war, in order to secure the murderer, 
Opotuno, for the purpose of deli vering him up. This, however, was 
intended only for effect; for these, as we wel1 knew, were not the real 
sentiments entertained by Malietoa. 

This speech w~s made up of short and distinct sentences, was 
spoken in a. loud voice, and contained many repetitions. 

However contrary this speech may have been to the cool determi
nation of Malietoa, it seemed to meet the popular feeling; and there is 
no saying what might have been the consequence, had not the mission
aries contrived to check t~e outburst. It was now proposed that the 
fODO should receive and publish a document, ofiering a large reWArd 
for the eizure and deli very of Opotuno, dead or alive. This propo ilion 
was a new source of excitement, and old Malieloa. exclaimed with 
emphasis, .. Give me' the paper I-I wi~ put it upon my house; where 
all tI e world shall see it." 

VOL. II. 14 
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A. copy was then nailed on the pillars of the council-house, which 
Pea was made responsible for, and others were prepared and distrj· 
huted to the several chiefs. 

The meeting was then dissolved, ~nd everyone present evinced the 
greatest satisfaction that the whole of the business before it hhd been 
concluded in so satisfactory a manner. 

The island of Upolu is divided into three districts, viz., Atua, Tua
Masanga, and Aana. Each of these was formerly governed by a 
separate and independent chief, styled Tui. Atua occupies the eastern 
end of the island, which extend as far as' the town of Lauli; Tua
Masanga is the middle division, and includes thc towhs of Siuma and 
Safata, on the southern shore; Aana lies west of this, and comprises 
the remainder of the island. The first of these districts is of the 
greatest extent, the second is at present the most powerful, and the 
third is the most fertile. The union of these di .ricts under one 
general government, in which the island of Savaii is also included is 
Ii late event. Previolls 0 1 30, this island had suffered from the 
usurpation of a chief of Manono, called Tamafago, who was a great 
tyrant, hut who had contrived to cause his person to be considered as 
sacred, and to impress on his countrymen the idea that it would be 
sacrilege to disobey, hurt, or even to touch him. After the conquest 
of a rival district in Savaii, he assumed the style of king of that i land, 
.. 0 Ie Tupu 0 Savaii," a title which Malietoa now enjoys, but without 
deriving from it any power. 

Tamafago not only ruled at Savaii with royal and divine attributes, 
hut obtained a complete ascendencyover Upolu, where he compelled 
all to give up their property to him, and to yield the women of all 
classes to his desires. 

Finally, his tyranny and ex-cesses exceeded the bounds of patience, 
and the people of Aana rose against him, conquered, and put him to 
death. From this arose the war of Aana, which will be again spoken 
of; {or the chiefs of the other islands considered themselves bound to 
avenge the death of Tamafago. The people of the other districts of 
Upo)u were not united in the support of their neighbours of Aana, who 
had 'made themselves almost universally odious bye their haughty 
bearing. The war was a bloody one, and resulted, after a continuance 
of two or three years, in the entire defeat of the people of Aaoa, by 
those of Manono, who expelled them from their district, and forbade 
their return to it on pain of death. • 

This fertile region remain.et.t entirely unoccupied until the arrival of 
the missionaries; but when the Christian influences of their preaching . . 



began to be felt, the decree that condemned Aana to solitude was 
annulled, and the few of its former inhabitants who had escaped 
slaughter, were permitted to rcturn to their ancicnt homes. 

The j land of Manono, whose . habitants exerted such all influence 
in the cio8ing scenes in tbe war of Aana, is situ ted within the ea-reef 
of Upolu. It contains eloven hundred inhabitants, and is the residence 
of the chief Pea, who must be distinguished from the inferior personage 
of the same name who resides at Apia. This island is covered with 
forests throughout its whole extent; its circumference is about four 
mile ; and it is the station of one of the English missionaries. 

In spite of its small extent and scanty population, Manono is 
identified with the political history of all the other islands of the group; 
for, durini the reigns of the two Tamafagos, it held supremacy over 
them. The reason of its a quiring and exercising this political supre
macy, is principlily to be ascribed to the possession by its inhabitants 
of the small island of A polima, which they used as their U 010" 01' 

citadel. To this retreat, inaccessible ~xcept at a single point, th 
inhabitants of Manono were in the habit of retiring when pressed by 
too powerful an enemy, and when his rage had spent itself, they thence 
returned to their home with undiminished numbers. 

This natural fortress lies between Manono and Savaii, and sound
in(18 extend to it both from the shores of Upolu and avaii. The' coral 
reef attached to it is but small. 
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Apolima, on t 10 most cursory c. mination, is evidently the crate r 
of an e tinct volcano. Perpendicular clift's ri e from tit sea a ronnd 
its whole circuit, except at a 8ingle point on its northern side. Here 
the lip of the crater is broken down: and admits the water of the sea 
into a small bay, which afford a safe harbour for boats. The ~ntrance 
to this is so narrow as to admit no more than one boat at a time, and 
i dange whenever there is any surf. It may, therefore, be ensily 
defencle. There is only one other point on the island where it i~ 

po sible to effect a landing, namely, at a small height to the westward 
of the bay, and bere it can only be done when the water is perfectly 
smooth. But an enemy landin rr here would have made no progress, 
for before the interior can be reached from this point, the steep and 
precipitous rocks rema in to be climbed. 

The highest point of Apolima is on its south side, where it is four 
hundred and seventy-two feet above the sea. The perpendicular 
cliffs which face the soa are of course bare of vegetation; but ith 
thi ext:eptioll tllt: whole surface is covered with cocoa, bread-fruit, 
and other tree, or with plantations of taro, yams, &c. 

In the centre of the island is a village of about twenty houses, and 
the permanent population consists of no more than about seventy-five 
per on. The people are evidently jealous of the maiden reputation of 
their natural fortre ,and showed much concern when we visited it, 
which the women even manifested by hedding tears. 

It can be readily understood from this description of Apolima, that 
whatever party held it would- be able to maintain posses ion of it 
against great odds, and thence to take advantage of any weakness or 
wa nt of wat 'hfulness on the part of their enemi s. 

\Vhil we were engarred at Tutuila and Upolu, the survey of the 
ishHld of 'avaii was performed by Lieutenant-Commandant RingO'old, 
in th P rpoise. It has already been mentioned that thi ve's I had 
been detached for that purpo e, and that Dr. Pick ring, from the 
Vincennes, had g ne in her. The brig fir t touched at apapalc, the 
reo idence of the Rev. Mr. Hardie, who Nave them a cordial w lcome, 
althourrh much surprised at so unusual an arrival. 

o 
Many f the natives collected to view the white men, of whom 10 

many had never been een together on the i.land. In their remam, 
they, among other things, prai d our people for their beauty. 

Dr. Pickerin rr and Lieutenant Maury were landed here, to re 
upon the island while the brig was employed in urveying it 
former to examine its prodt.ctions, the latter to observ the tides. 
Mr. Hardie kindly afforded them accommodatiOll8 in a new hou~ he 

• just been ereeting. 
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Lieutenant- ommandant Ringgold, after landing Dr. Pickering and 
Lieutenant Maury at apapa)e, proceeded around the i land for the 
purpose of surveying it. He began with the examination of the largo 
bay of j>aluale, near the eastern oint of the island. Here there i a 
mis ionary station, under the superintendence of Mr. M'Donald, who 
had resided there for about six months, with his wife and children. 
The natives arc peaceable, but are described a inquisiti nd rude. 
The village is prettily situated, and is approacbed throu a boat-
passage in the reef. 

The south side of the island was found rocky and iron-bound, with 
a heavy surf breaking on it. Towards the western end of the island, 
the rocks around the points were worn into cavities, and the sea rolling 
into the~odlJced innumerable spouts of water. 

When ilie brig was abreast of the deep inlet of Salealua, a native 
missionary cam~ off in a whale-boat. He tendered every possible 
civility, and was very desirous that a trade might be opened with the 
village of the same name. This is situated at the head of the bay, 
upon a sandy beach, and has around it and upon the sea-shore a con
siderable extent of level plain, filled with groves of cocoa-nut aod 
bread-fruit. Upon examination, no shelter was found for vessels in 
this bay, and the urgency of the duty required tbat tbe brig hould 
pass on without farther intercourse with the shore. 

Near the northwe tern point of avaii is the large and beautiful 
village of Felialupo, with a snug little cove for boats. This place is 
under the charge of a Tonga missionary. The natives were friendly, 
and disposed to exchange their poultry and fruit, for tools, cloth, &c. 

The next inlet on the north side, was that of Asau. Tbis was sup
posed to be the only place where there was any probability of finding 
a harbour. But the hope of such discovery was fru trated, for there is 
only a small and shallow entrance through the reef, and within the reef 
the hore forms an·extensive flat. 

Many canoes from this village visited the brig, and before they had 
taken leave a theft was discovered. A commotion immediately took 
place, and the vative missionary at once gave himself up as a hostage, 
until the article (a whetstone) should be brought back. A canoe wa 
then despatched to the chief, and in the course of an hour he came on 
board, bringing the article. Both tbe chief and the native missionary 
~sed great mortification that such an occurrence had taken place. 

veral ..mau presents were made to them, and they retmned to the 
shore b' tlly pleased. • 

Pr ceeding on the survey, the brig arrived off the north point of the 
island, and reached. the bay of Mataatll8, which was examined. and 



fouOd to frord a good anchorage. The brig was anchored here, abd 
the harbour surveyed. This is the only harbour in the island where a 
vessel can anchor with safety, and hero supplies of hogs, poultry, and 
vegetables:, may be had in abundanceq wood and water are a.lA9 easily 
obtained, the latter from copious springs near the beach. 

A great difference in form, physiognomy, and manners, from those 
of the adjacent villages, was ob erved here, as well as a change in the 
character of many articles of manufacture. The war-clubs and speal'll 
were of uncommon form, and neatly made. 

This bay is surrounded by t3. white coral beach. The natives 
appeared harmle's, but manifested great curiosity. The women are 
more gracefully formed than at the other islands. 

The native missionaries appear d to exercise much infllJ'ilIiCe over 
them, having put a stop to many of their former evij practices. 

On the 24th, the brig again arrived off 'Sapapale, ~fter an absence 
of nine days. Here they were joined by Dr. Pickering and Lieutena~t 
Maury, and found the oM ('.hief Malietoa and his son Mol , who were 

tremely courteous. On the former being presented with some 
articles, he remarked, that "our property was very good, but our 
good-will better." 

Dr. Pickering engaged natives to accompany him into the interior, 
and to vi it the Mu or burnt district. Preparations for the journey 
were made in ad vance, and among other things, it was stipulated that 
there should be only two meals a day,-one early in the morning. and 
another in the evening. The fir t day, however, was to form an 
e ception. 

Mr. Hardie accompanied the party for a few miles, and they ~n 
after their departure met a native who was styled" the Lord of the 
Fore t." Tl e party were desirous that this man should accompany 
diem, for his appearance promised more than that of the otbers, and it 
teemed it was necessary to obtain his permissior? before they could 
enter the forest. In times of scarcity, his domains become of great 
value, in consequence of the quantity of wild yams they yield. Tbi 
perlOn agreed to accompany them, and they proceed along a good 
path through cultivated grounds of taro, dracrena, &c. Mr. Ha'l'Clftr, 
before leaving the party, endeavoured to make the naUlfes l'lndell". 
the nature of Dr. Pickering's errand; the latter wu 'Unable -.~-,
himself und by them. Tbey had not proceeded faf·"~N": 

e to an tlftiobabited house, where the natives stop.,..,.lftWM.:, 
Of l'rermriftg dieMt, the ~g of which occupie' ....... 

ldftnced before 
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the last stopping-place, where the natives concluded to halt for the 
night. The occopants, who consisted of two elderly women and a 
young man, were dispossessed, and the shed was enclosed by hanging 
up leaves of the Heliconia, which.resemble those of the banana. They 
then p/epared some excellent cocoa-nut pudding. and heated some 
cocoa-nut milk in the shells. This beverage is u ually taken by them 
every morning and evening; the natives all saying grace before their 
meal, and prayers bef\>re they went to, rest. It was late the ne t morn
ing before Dr. Pickering could get the party in motion, and pursuing 
their route, they 800n overtook the Lord of the Forest, who had pre
ceded them, ana was employed in cutting a path throllgh the woods, 
atthough that already made might have been easily passed through. 
No indo~ement could make them chanO'e their purpose, and they con
tinued to ~ at their turnpike, lopping off large branches, beating 
down ferns, &c. • After some time, they reached a rising ground, which 
they found to be on one side. of a crater, about a thousand feet above 
the sea, ana seven miles inland. 

Dr. ];>jckering now concluded that it was a hopelerrs task to attempt 
to penetrate into the inter" r with such guides, and determined to 
return, which. he accordingly did. He found the rest of his party a 
mile in advance of their previous encampment, where they had built 
for themselves a fine house, and each man had collected two large 
baskets of yams for provisions. This was their stopping-place for the 
night, and among other cares for the Doctor's comfort, they con
structed for him a native pillow, formed of a piece of bamboo, with 
leg lashed to it about three inches high. 

The natives were in high pirits during the evening, talking and 
laughing immoderately. They succeeded in getting off by nine 
o' lock the next day, and reached the coast about noon. 

During the stay of Dr. Pickering and Lieutenant Maury on this 
i land, they were oliljects of great curiosity; and whenever they walked 
out tney were followed, not only by boys, but grown men, who did 
Dot, however, offer to molest them in any way. 'Vhen they passed 
through the villages, aU the inhabitants, not excepting the scholars • • from the schools, came out to look at them. The latter, however, dId 
not abandon their books, but retained them in their bands; for all, 
whether young, middle-aged, or old, are anxious to learn, and their 
perseverance, as in other parts of the group, is astonishing. 

Dr. Pickering here witnessed the taking of fish in a different mode 
from that pracH ed on the other i lands. Application was made to 
Ihe chief, and through his influence a meeting of the hesel men of the 
town IlS called, and n fishing expedition agreed upon. The net, if if 
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could be 10 called, wa prepared, and in the course of two days every 
$bing was ready. The net was a kind of cheval-dc-frise, made of the 
leaves of the cocoa-nut tree, split lind wound round a line, and was 
Jiule les8 than half 0. mile in leog.th. It was more formidable in 
appearance than in reality. This net was taken out at high water to 
the coral reej~ in three pieces, then fa tened together, and thus made 
to enclose a large extent of water. This space was gradually con
tracted by doubling up the net, which answered the same purpose as the 
drawing of a Reine. The fish did nvt attempt to pass it, and were thus 
driven towards a certain point, where a sort of sack of ,matting had , 
been placed for them to enter. As the fish were gradually enclosed 
by the mat, and the tide fell, the scene became an animated one. 
Men, women, and boys, to the numbe.r of two or three hund.red, were 
eagerly eogaged in picking up or catching the straggleEr.~they were 
seen leaping up j the whole area seemed alive witJt> fish, jumping in 
every direction, some over the heads of the natives, and thus escaping, 
while others leaped into hand-nets. About a canoe-load was caught, 
comprising thirty different kinds of fish, some of which were six or 
eight pounds in weight, but the majority were smaller. The haul was 
considered an unsuccessful one, which ~as attributed to some misun
derstanding and mismanagement among the natives, by which a large 
stone fell on the net, and allowed many of the fish to escape. 

Savaii is the most 'Yestern island of the Samoan Group, and is also 
the largest, being forty miles in length and twenty in breadth. It is 
not, however, as populous, or as important, as several of the others. 
It differs from any of the otbers in its appearance, for its shore is low, 
and the ascent thence to the centre is gradual, except where the cones 
of a few extinct craters are een. In the middle of the island a peak 
rises, which i,s almost conlinua\1y envelope! in clouds, and is the 
highest land in the group. On account of these clouds, angles could 
not be taken for determining its height accurately, but it certainly 
exceeds four thousand feet. 

The interior of the island is rarely entered, even by natives, and 
has never been penetrated by strangers. The only settlements are 
upon the shore. along which the natives always journey, and there are 
no paths across it. 

Another marked difference between Savaii and the other large 
islands, is the want of any permanent streams,-a circumltanco 
which may be explained. potwithstanding the frequency of rain, by 
!be porou. nature of the roc .. (vesicular lava) of which it w chiefly 

\poaed. Water. however, gushes out near the shore in copious 
..... iiiIioo! ... and when heavy and continual rains have occurred, atr8ams 
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nre formed in the, ravines, but these soon disappear after the rains 
have ceased. 

The coral reef attached to this i land is interrupted to the south and 
west, where the surf beats full UP'lD the rocky shore. There are, in 
conseqlle~ce, but few places where boats can llJod, and only one 
harbour for ships, that of Matuatua; even this is unsafe from November 
to February, when the northwesterly gales prevail. 

The soil i fertile, and was composed in every part of the island that 
was visited, of decomposed volcanic rock and vegetable mould. 

The Porpotse, having taken Dr. Pickering and Lieutenant Maury 
again on board, set sail for Tutuila, for the purpose of joining the 
Vincennes, and beat to windward alonO' the south side of Upolu. 
During thO past-age many of the crew became ick, which rendered 
it necessary op fi r a few d' ys at Pago-pago, in order to recruit 
them. Here the all speedily recovered, except one man, named 
David Blod~et, who died. The disorder vas attributed to the damp
nes of the vessel. 

The delay in the arrival of the Porpoise at Apia caused me to send 
the Flyiog-Fi h to Tutuila, whence they both returned to Apia. 

Previous to sailing, at the pressing instance of the chiefs, I ordered 
the marines and small-arm men of the squad rOll, in all about one 

. hundred and fifty, to be sent on shore, with their music, for exercise. 
They had been well drilled to act on shore should occasion require, 
and were provided for the occasion with blank cartridges. The 
natives from far and neal' were collected to witness the review, and 
few scenes that occurred during the voyage were as amusing as this. 
The old and young were equally delighted, and it was ludicrous to ee 
them endeavouring to imitate the soldiers, in their marches and 
countermarches. They were not satisfied unless the drummers were 
constantly beating, and were particularly delighted with the bass-drum. 
The firing occasion some alarm at first, but when they saw it did no 
harm, they became reconciled to it; although even to the last they 
would scamper off to a distance at each discharge. 

The review lejt an impression on their minds of the superiority of 
our arms that will not soon be forgotten. 

The men were embarked at sunset, and had many jokes to relate of 
the conduct of the natives, and particularly old Pea, who on this, a 
on other occasions, acted as master of the ceremonies. 

During our stay in thi group, we experienced two slight shocks of 
earthquakes; their oc(;urrence here is 4bot unusual, but there i no 
account of any damage having been done. Their motion is generaUy 
t1'cmu)ous and hOTizolltal; on , however, has been experienced Gf a· 
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wavy description. They are said by the foreigners often to produce 
the sensation of sea-sickness. 

On the 10th of November, the whole squadron was assembled in the 
harbour of Apia, after having been actively engaged since the 8th of 
October in examining the different islands, and making !lurvey'S of their 
coasts nnd harbours, &e. This work was all expeditiously and well 
done, with the exception of the south side of tho island of Upolu, which 
was imperfect in some respects; it was consequently re-surveyed in 
the following year, and the charts finished. Besides the surveys, full 
series of experiments were rpade in magnetism, and oxtensive collec
tions obtained in natural hi ·tory, botany, &c., the islands being 
tra ver ed by parties in several directions for this purpose. For the 
re ults in these departments, the reader is referred to the eports of 
the Naturalists; nnd to the Hydrographic Atlas, for t 9.dCtJ'iirts. 
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1839. 

DURING tie time that the squadron remained in the Samoan Group, 
all the i 'Iands of which it is made up were visited j not only were the 
examinations, spoken ~ tbe two preceding chapters, made, but their 
shores were minutely surveyed by boats j the meteorological instru
ments were duly registered j astronomic and magnetic observations 
made, and a full record of the tides l<ept. We ha ve thus obtained a 
large amount of information, which will be more easily inteJIigible in a 
condensed form, together with a great number of fact in relation to 
the aboriginal population, which may be made more interesting when 
applied to give a general view of the habits, character, and state of 
civilization among the natives, than if dispersed in i~olated remarks in 
the accounts of the separate tours in which it was obtained. 

The group lies between the latitudes of 13° 30' and 14° 30' S., and 
the longitudes of 16 ° and 173° W. The islands, as has been seen, 
agree in the gener~l character of being of volcanic structure, and 
having coral reefs j differing, however, in the modifications of the e 
formations, which have been from time to time described. The 
harbours are uSLlally situated within the reefs, but Tutuila is an 
exception to this· rule, by the possession of the deep lanel-locked basin 
of Pago-pago. This is, f all the port, the one best adapted for the 
refitting of vessels j but . Apia, in Upolu, in the latitude of 13° 48' 
~6'6" ., and )ongitude .'l71o 41' 00" W., is not so difficult of gl'ess, 
and in consequence of its proximity to the fertile district of Aana, the 
m()~t convenient for vessels seeking onl+' a temporary anchora e and 
refreshment. 

The nppro!lch to Pago-pago, and the other harbours of the ,moan· 
(117) 
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Isles, is not difficult; and as the soundings extend in some places for 
a di tance beyond the reefs, vessels may drop an anchor in ca e of 
necessity. 

The flood tide among these island~ sets t.o the westward; beyond its 
influence, on the southern side of the islands, a current generlllly pre
vails to the eastward, while it runs westward on their northern side. 
Vessels, therefore, when beating to windward, would find it to their 
advantage to keep on the southern side of the group, where there is not 
only a favourable current, but where the winds would be found more 
regular, and calms less frequent. 

Tidal observations were made contemporaneously at Tutuila, Upolu, 
and Savaii; these show a regular difference of one hour in the tidal 
wave between Tutuila and Upolu: the tide at Savaii appears from the 
record to have been more irregular than at the other ' .... nds, w hich 
may in part be attributed to the extent of the reef, -It I also fear that 
there may have been a want of due attention to the observations. 

The climate of these islands may be termed variable, d there is 
much bad weather, particularly during the wint~r months, when long 
and heavy rains, attended at times witp lY.gh winds and northerly 
gales, are frequent. Destructive hurricanes also occur, and of these 
one is still recollected which blew down the bread-fruit trees, and 
destroyed many of the houses. 

The air is more moist than that of the Society Islands, and the vege
tation in consequence more luxuriant. Thunder and lightning are often 
experienced, but during the summer months light winds and calms are 
the prevailing characters of the climate. 

Some of our gentlemen made the remark, that, to judge from the 
time at which the bread-fruit was gathered, there must be a gre\lt 
difierence between the seasons of this island and Tahiti; for when we 
arrived at Tutuila, that product was ripe and in abundance, although 
when we left Tahiti, only a few days before, it was nnripe and not to 
be had. The same remark was made in relation to the vi-apple 
(Spondias dulcis.) But, by comparing the voyages of Cook and Wallis, 
it would appear that the time of the year at which the bread-fruit is in 
season at Tahiti is not constant, for both these navigators found it in 
perfection, although they visited that island in different months. If 
there be a difference between the time of the ripening of the bread-fruit 
in the Society Islands and this group, the greater moisture and higher 
mean temperature of the Samoan climate will account for it. 

The temperature of he air(:1t Apia varied from 77'7° to 80'2° 1 that 
of the water from 1,25° to 3'75°. 

The mean height of the barometer in the group was 30'12 in. 
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The i lands of the Samoan Group contain two thousand six hundred 
and fifty square miles, which are divided as f; llows, viz.: 

a.vnu 700 
Upolu • 560 
Tutuila. 240 
Mn.nollo 9 
Apolimn 7 
Manua 100 
OIoosingn. . 24 
Ofoo 10 

The soil of all the islands is rich, and arises chiefly from the decom
position of volcanic rocks. At Tutuila, it was remarked that the 
vecyetation was luxuriant, and the trees of large growth. At Upolu 
the forests seemed more sombre than those of Brazil, although the same 
kind of gro appeared to prevail. 

The trees ot branch out until near the top, which renders it 
difficult to botanical specimens. The trunks are covered, and 

of the trees sometimes overgrown, with the leaves 
Haria (Freycinetia,) a climbing Piper, and other 

vines, as Hoyas, COhv IiIs, &c. The lower part of the trunks are 
enveloped with ferns, of which there are many varietie , and with 
some species of Pothos, which givc t6e whole ground a matted or 
woven appearance. 

The woods in the interior of the islands are very thick, and often 
composed of large and fine trees; among them are, tree-ferns, a species 
of banyan, pandanus, and several species of palms. Among other 
plants a pecies of Cerbera was observed, with beautiful clu ters of 
large and odorous white flowers, which yielded a quantity of white 
viscous sap, that our botanist, Mr. Rich, thought might be manufac
tured into caoutchouc. On the whole, the species of trees are much 
more numerous than at Tahiti, and the vegetation in consequence 
richer and more varied. The woods, however, are not enlivened by 
showy flower, and the few of these that are een are of a white or 
grayish hue, which i to be a cribed to their being but little exposed to 
the rays of the ~un, in consequence of the umbrageou foliage. Many 
of the flow rs seen 011 the ground were unknown to our botanist, as 
were sever31 fruits. 

Among the trees which have been named, that whieh struck us a 
most remarkable was the species of banyan (Ficus religiosa) , called 
in the e islands Ohwa. ome of tbese were seen, who e pendant 
branches had taken root in the grouna to the number of thou and , 
formin" stem from an inch to t vo feet in diameter, uniting in the 
main trunk more th81 eighty feet above the ground, and upportinO' a· 
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vast 
the tops of the other trees. 
deb ted to Mr. Peale. 

"The bread·fruit is trees, and grows 
here to a 1arge size; the vi.apple, the and tlie wild orange ' 
arc also found in .great numbe~; and at 1'utuila a large lime· tree was 
seen in full bearing, which was aid to have been planted before the 
arrival of the missionaries. 

Among the most singular of the vegetable proquctiol1s is the stinging 
tree, of which the natives are much afraid; for if its leaves be touched 
an eruption is produced, particularly if the .skin be wet. Its leaf is 
cordate, but quite smooth. 

The arborescent ferns are not as numerous as at Tahiti, but grow to 
a Jarg r size. The 1 alms give a character of luxuriance to the .country, 
from' the variety of heir foliage. Rattans ninety feet in length were 
seen running over the trees. 

Bamboos and the wild sugar-cane were very cdmmoll; the latter is 
u. ed in thatching houses : the wild ginger also abounds. 

Of the wild nutmeg (Myristica,) two species were seen, which are 
small trees, and likely to be passed without notice, w~re it not' for the 
peculiar manner in which branches grow out of the trunk, which is 
in whirls; at regular intervals, like the white pine (Pinus stio~us) of 
our Northern States. 

It was remarked that the character of the vegetation approar.hed 
more nearly to that of the East Indies than of the Society Islands, and 
the leafless acacias were the t:tpe of those we afterwards aw in New . 
Holland; but thore are some plants which appear peculiar to these 
1 land . 
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Y of _ named, a. well as other plants, are 
obje~ts of euitivation; but tbe ground cleared for this purpose does 
not extend far from the coasts, near which all the villages are 
situated. • 

To clflar the land, the bark is burnt off the trees, after which they 
are permitted to stand until they become dry, when they are cut down 
and used as fuel. 

The cultivated plants and trees are, bread-fruit (of which they have 
twenty varieties), cocoa-nut, ti (Dracama), bananas, taro, paper-mul
berry, tacca, from which arrow-root is made, and of which they have 
severnl sorts; sugar-cane, which is not made into sugar, but used only 
for thatching; coffee, ava (Piper mythisticum), sweet-pot:lto, pine
apple (Anana), brought by the missionaries from the Society Islands, 
yams, the pa;1aya, and tobacco in small quantities. The agave has 
not been intr ed j but in a few years lemons and sweet oranges 
will be prod ed in great quanti iel> from trees which have recently 
been plante . 

To the cultiva of the tacca they pay little attention, yet the 
qunlity of the fecula (al'! oot) made from it is said to be superior. 

The missionaries are endeavouring to teach the natives the be t 

mode of cultivating the sugar-cane and manufacturing it, and it is said 
that a few persons have adopted the new methods. At prescnt they 
find a. substitute for sugar in the root of the ti plant, w hlch is baked 
in ovens, and yields a large quantity of saccharine juice resembling 
molasses. 

Great attention is paid to the cultivation of the yam. They are 
planted in October, and arc ripe in Febmary and March. The vines 
run up the trees, and when th y die, the root is known to be ripe. 
To plant them, they are cut, like the potato, into pieces containing 

• eyes, which are laid in heap and covered up until the prout appear. 
The pieces are the~ set out at distances of about three feet from each 
other. 

Hearing that there were some extensive savannas 4n Upolu. over
grown with the wild sugar-cane, I directe$f Assi tant-Surgeon Whittle • "'and Mr. Couthouy, to proceed to the ea t end of the i land, where 
they were aid to grow. They, however, saw nothing of the kind 
except a few small patches of that plant. 

There !I.re no traces among these islands f any native quadruped, 
nor any other of the mammalia, exeept a species of bat (Pteropu8 
ruficollis), which is very destructive to_he bread-fruit. wine have 
DOW come abundant, and the missionaries have introduced cattle, 
which are rapidly increasing. and will in a few years be in sufficient ' 
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numbers for thA upply of vessels, HonclJ have a" bet!a'~IK'lI!lU:a11O 
the islands. to 

The first large quadruped ever seen by these islanders was a mule. 
'With it they were much astonished, and it was considered so great a 
curiosity that it was carried around the island of Upolu' for the 
purpose of gratifying the natives with a sight of it. They ga e it a 
name, signifying-the hog that travels over the ground. 

Poultry of all descriptions is plentiful, and pigeons abound, which, 
however, are COll idered sacred, and not used as an article of food. 
Of the latter bird (Columba oceanica), between sixty and seventy 
specimens of different varieties were ohtain d, but it is remarkable 
that of all these, nooe were the same as those found in the Society 
Islands. To the Zoological Report I would refer for further informa
tion on this subject. There are but few birds, of game, and none of 
the hawk genus. A philomel was pointed out by t~ ipissiona1'ies as 
the principal singing bird, and the wood of Tutuila e filled with 
warblers. The note of the plJilomel, although muc • ra15Od, did not 
ap}Jt:al" agre~ablc to me. 

The pigeon is commonly kept as a pI .,1 g, and particularly by 
the chiefs; for this purp e they are fastened to a stick by a thread 
about twelve feet in length. They are taught to fly from and return 
to the stick, and when well tutored to this feat, the possessor of the 
bird exhibits it with much pride and satisfaction. One of our officers 
unfortunately on one occasion shot a pigeon, which caused gre'llt com
motion, for the bird was a king-pigeon, and to kill it was thought as 
great a crime as taking the life of a man. The people were not to be 
pacified until the interpreter told them that the officer belonged to 
"man-of-war," which intelligence, together with a small present, 
satisfied them, and the matter was settled. 

To justify their regard for them, we were told that when the in
habitants of Aana were driven away, about eight. years since, by the ' 
people of Manono, the pigeons abandoned the district, but that upon 
their return to their homes, the pigeons again made their appearance 
in their for/ller abodes. 

Snakes were found in Upolu, and sea-snakes are ~eported to have 
been seen off the isla,nds. 

Fish are taken in the neighbouring waters in great abundance and 
variety. Besides other modes of taking them, they are caught on the 
reefs by women, who place baskets near the holes where they are 
accustomed to take sheher. They are also speared by torchlight, and 

" On Upolu there arc now twenty hco.d of cattle. and IICVeIl bortlQ8 • • 



by the hook. Among the sea-filh, mullets are very 
numeroue, and arc frequently seen leaping from the water in immentIC 

als. 
of the modes in which fish arc caught by the Samoan., was 

wi d at Samatau. Ab ut a ~ozen canoes formed them elve. ill to 
a ring around what appeared to be a dark circular spot in the wnter. 
about six feet in diameter, and which was moving along wi th a slow 
and unequal motion. This was a slioal of the small fish called lou, 
which is about two inche in length. The shoal being thus surrounded, 
the circle of canoe was gradually lessened, until the fi h, finding them
selves enclosed on all sides, ceased to move forward. At this moment, 
the head fisher, who was seen standing up in the canoe with a net in 
his hand, threw it dexterously over the hoal, upon which all the other 
men dove at once from the boats, and remained for several seconds 
under the wat .. " here they secured the sides of the net. On reap
pearing, all gained their canoes except four, who remained to take 
charge of t 1e t, which with its prize they conveyed to the chief. 

Thelle islands 'nish abundant supplie ' for the refreshment of 
vessels, but as yet the " few articles which can be rendered avail
able in foreign commer e. Tortoi e-shell, of which a little has at times 
been procured at avaii, c coa-nut oil, and arrow-root, arc nearly all 
that can be procured in quantitie beyond the immediate w nts of the 
vlSlters. Caoutchouc, gum Arabic, castor bean , orri -root, ginger, 
and coffee, might however be easily added to the list of exports. In 
return for what they can furnish, the natives now look to object of real 
utility; bead, jews-harps, &c., once so much in request, are now 
scarcely prized; and cotton cloth, writing-paper, and hardware, par
ticularly needle and other small articles of utility, are thc kinds of 
manufactured goods which aTC roo t sought after. 

The amoan language is soft and smooth, and is tbe only onc of the 
Polynesian dialect~ in which the ound of s is found. Thc letter that 
the missionaries have f, und necc sary to adopt in order t write it, arc 
only fourteen in number, viz.: A E F GIL M N 0 P ST U v. In attempt
ing to sound the words of other languages, they use L inste d f R, 

S for H, and 'p ~stead uf n. The G has a na 'al sound, a in ong. 
It has nearly the same construction as the Tahitian, nevertheless the 

amoan is far from being understood by the natives of the' Society 
Islands. The Samoans say that they never can acquire it-" their 
jaw are too stiff." The missionaries al 0 have great difficulty in 
speaking it, nnd are liable to make manf mistakes which app ar absurd 
to the natives. 
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We have seeu that It possenes the stbilant eoulfd 
of the ords terminlltes with a vowel. 

A separate dialect is appropriate te the chiefs, all of wh ac&i 
the part of their bodies, &c., have different names from those of 

( 

common people. The Philological Report is referred to fof fllt1Jaer 
information upon this subject. 

Many of the Samoans rcach the age of seventy or eighty years. 
There is, however, a great mortality among the young children, which 
is probably owina to their exposure to th~ weather. Those who IIUf· 

vive, grow up robust and hea,lthy. 
Among tbe disea"e which afflict the adults, one of the most u 081 is 

a spinal affection, which results in caries and produces humpback. This 
i no doubt owing to the peculiar manner in which the children are 
carried. Catarrhs and bronchial disorders, occasioned by the exposed 
life of the natives, are prevalent, and a white reside~ 'ed of phthisi 
during our stay. The dysentery, as an epidemic, is Ilknown, but 
sporadic cases of it occur, occa iuned by imprudence' let. 

There is an eruptive complaint, called ilarrJea " Ilch co\'ers many 
of the children under the age of ten years §ores, and which seem 
more particularly to attack the face and head. The mode in which it 
is treated is singular: the child is rubbed with the husks of the cocoa
nut, until all the scabs are removcd; a soft preparntion of the bread
fruit is then applied, after which they are washed. This operation is 
undergone every time they bathe, which is daily. When the bread
fmit is not in season, a decoction of the husk of the cocoa-nut is uSt.>d 
in it place. 

The elephantiasis prevails to a great extent among men who arc 
pa t the middle age; and some of the cases arc truly frightful. There 
are a1 0 many instances in which women arc affected by it. It does 
not appear to cause the least degree of pain. Among the reason that 
have been assigned for the frequency of this discawo are, the habit of 
eating their food without sale, and the use of cocoa-nut water; to which 
may be added exposure at night, and want of sufficient exel'ci e. The 
latter cause, whether it be capable of producinll' this disea e 01' not, 
unquestionably exists; for they arc in the habit of sitting for hours with 
their legs bent under them, which mu t cause a stagnation of healthy 
circulation. Laziness, however, cannot be ascribed to them a a plrt 

of their national chnracter, fQr they are disposed to exertion, and 
,"Uing to be employed. When, therefore, they have received 10 • t 
inatrucLion, and civilization b,as taught them now wants, they , II 
probably become nn industrious and thriving poople. 
• 

c 
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is uppoaed to arise from the reflection of the 
sun from the sandy beaches near which all their village are built, i 

prevaleot, that, to speak within bounds, not less than a fifth part of 
tbe pulatwn is atrected with it.· In most cases it was bserved to 
~n tho inner corner of th~ eye, whence it extends gradually 
over the pupil, until the sight is completely 10 t. As the disea e 
advances, the thickness of the film increa es, and when it has covered 
the eye, that organ becomes enlarged and appears to project. From 
appearances it would not be difficult to remove the film, and thus cure 
the disorder; but the natives have not made any attempt of the kind. 
Several cases of total blindneas arising from thi dis rder were seen. 

The venereal disease does not e ist at Tuluila, and is hardly known 
in the other islands. This serves to prove how great a superiority this 
island possesses over Tahiti in the chastity of its females, who in gene
ral observe thr. r ;narriucie vow w ith strict fidelity. 

Fevers ar rare, and tho 'e of a remittent and intermittent type are 
unknown; 111 ct, the geological formation of the c islands is by no 
means favourable the generation of the miasmata that cause them. 

No means of medic' • 'tance are attached to the English mi ion, 
and the missionaries, therefore, can do but little in alleviating the mala
dies of the natives. Even their slight Imowledge of remedie affords 
some alleviation, and their practice is far preferable to ~hat of the 
natives, who always abandon to their fate those who aro very ill. 

Amoncr the few curative means that the natives do employ is a sort 
of shampooing. This i performed by rubbing the body and limb 
with the hands, at first gentl , and gradually more and more rou hly. 
These manipnl::Ltions are applied as a restorative after fatigue, and to 
alleviate pain. For tllC former purpo e they arc effectual, aDd often 
abate, if they do not remove, the latter. 

Among aU the Polynesian i landers, the men of amoa rank, in 
point of personal pearance, second only to the Ton e e; and many 
specimens of manly beauty are to be een amonO' them. A much 
cannot be said of the women, who are rather ill-form d and st nt. 
When very young, however, some of them are pretty, and their olour 
is light, being l~tle darker than that of a brunette or outh American 
Spaniard. The girls are lively, have a good expre'sion of counte
nance, and, what is rare in Polynesia, have some degree of bashful. 
pcss. 

The average height of the men is lh'o feet ten inches, and some of 

• 
• It illO common t &V1lii, tha.t a.t 1ca..,t one c of blindness, in one or both 

lie _ in tmlry fiLmily. 

• 



')lolIIIjI"II!Ii!I!t4"fl'"IlJe Uuilia are eU rounded, o.uld 
men in .0,. pa.rt of the world. Their fealurefl are nat i nc 
prominent, but are well marked and distinct, and are all referable to 

ommon type. The nose i short and wide at the base; the 
large and well filled with white ant strong teeth. with 1u11 aM ~ 
turned lips; the eyes black, and often large and bright; the foreh 
narrow and high; and the cheek-bones prominent. It was obaerved 
that some of them had the eye turned up at the outer c rner like the 
Chinese. Of beard, they have but .little, but their hair is strong, 
straight, and very black; instance, however, were observed, where it 
had been turned to a carroty red, by washing it with lime-water for 
the purpose of destroying the vermin (Pediculus humanus). 

Little difference was perceived in the shape of the heads of the two 
sexes, for ob erving which there i a good opporturrity among those 
who have embraced Chri tianily, who shave off h'r bair. The 
general form of the skull is broad and short, and is hi cst near the 
crown. 

When tbe i lands were first visited, the natives ·fe represented as 
ferocious and treacberous. This arose j'reat degree from the 
bloody conllict they had with the boats of La Perouse's squadron f 
and the opinion was kept up by the just re entment they in some ca868 

manife ted for wrongs ommitted on them by lawless visiters. The 
instance of Opotun , however, shows that this idea of their character 
is not entircly without foundation. Viewed in a more favourable 
light, they are, as we found 'them, kind, O'ood-humoured, intelligent, 
fond of amusements, desirous of plea inO', and very hospitable. Both 
sexes show great kindne s and love for their children, and age is so 
much respected tbat only old men are admitted to council. A a 
shade on tlJi~ picture, they arc indolent, covetous, ficlc1e, deceitful, and 
little reliance can be placed upon them. To illustrate these features 
of their character: the first qQe tion asl,ed when.a .;hief receives a 
visiter is, "What present ill you take 1" for they consider it incum
bent upon them to bestow orne token of regard, and a neglect to offer 
it would be indecorous. This custom was always complied with, 
when any of our officers vi ited them, and although Cit was evident 
tbey did Dot wish to part with any thing valuable, their choieelft 
posse ions were exhibited as if for the choice of the stranger. 
the refusal of their offered presents, great joy was always to be 
served in their counteoance and manner, showing tbat .ftIjo'~ ........ . 
ap eJCape from loss, while ther had at the same time pertbrtDed 
p.~~ rites of !lospitality. This risk being over, they went~_, 
~ to ,upply us with cocoa-nut and fruita. In ·te.· .......... A' 
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r~ y ith hich these were furiiisbed, th y do it in 
e pectatioo of a fuU return. In pursuance of this hospitality, it is the 

ustOI'\l when a trangcr passes through a village without ahowing an 
inte tion to stop, to follow him alld offer food. 

The amOllns are usually very inquisitive, and it was amusing to 
e cite their curiosity. Among other things mentioned for the purpose 
was, that white men often wore false teeth and wigs. The latter 
practice in particular seemed strange to them, and they called it 
"thatching the head." A terrestrial globe was also shown to some of 
them, whereon the position of their islands and their small relative 
importance was pointed ou t. This excited great surprise, for until 
within a few years they had no idea that there was any country except 
their own. 

If the chiefs are liberal in their tenders of pre ents to their visiters, 
they on the o . . hand do not he itate to ask for whatever they see. 
They may, n fact, be styled sturdy beggars. One of the most 
persevering Ii his mendicancy, was no less a person than Vavasa, 
the proud and o. bearing chief of Manono. They u ually began 
with begging from the~. lest individual, and ended with the highe t; 
and when they had obtained all they could, would go over the ide of 
the hip ridiculing our folly for giving so much. 

Old Pea, by way of excu ing him elf when charged with being n 
great beggar, said be did not keep any thing he got for him elf; that 
it wa the Samoan fashion always to ask for every thing he saw. It 
mattered not if hi request was refused, he was as content as if he 
obtained what he desired, but he said he should have blamed himself 
if he had not asked. 

The beneficial effects of the labours of the mi sionaries are more 
evid nt among the Samoans than at Tahiti. The pI"ead of the gospel 
has not been opposed by evil habits of the s~me inveterate chaTactcr, 
and the natives of Jhis group have been more :lsily reclaimed from 
their vices than tho e of the ciety Islands. The greatest obstacle to 
the success of the mis ionaries 11a arisen from the presence of a few 
abandoned white men, who attach them lves to the heathen chiefs. 
Their oppositiofl, although injurious to the mis ionary cau e, yields 
little benefit to themselves, for of every thing they acquire, the chief 
UDder whose protection they are, takes half; and although no opposition 
is ever made to their croparture from the islands, they arc not permitted 
to take any thing with them. The vices of these men excite the 
diegu t of the more well-disposed of the Jiati ves, who often express their 

i bment at their ignorance of sacred ubjects, and ask if it be po&

that such roon can have been brought up in a civilized community: 

• 



""~ ••• _.'. inttockace Christilb oetur 
IbIlo lDg lDatlDer. me ears befOre the tt of 

missionaries, a vessel was wrecked upon the island of Uporo, and 
cargo seized upon by the natives, rqany of whom, even t the ~ 
day, regret that they did not then understand what riches wore 
placed at their disposal. Their mode of treating the prize was farcical 
in tbe extreme: pipes were made out of candlesticks, clothing w " . 
thrown away as valueless, and many injured themselves w~th t~ fire
arms. The crew were well treated, and fed for a long time, although 
the natives were greatly astonished at the quantities of pig' required 
for their support, and entertained fears lest they 'hould breed a famine 
in the land. The captain ad vi ed his crew to turn mis ionaries, and 
set them the example him elf. He met with much success, and 
succeeded in building several churches, until, upon the arrival of tM 
English missionarie, he was compelled to relinqci his assurMd 
occupation. It is not probable that even the capla was deeply 
\er cI in rpligi us knowledge, auu very certain tha _t'le crew could 
not have b en; but their success appears to hav, ~dsen from the great 
veneration with which white men wer~ first regarded by the 
Samoans. They looked upon them as a sort of spirit, whom it wlls 
impossible to hurt or to kill; and the ships first een oft' the coast were 
considered as heavenly messengers, prognosticating some dreadful 
calamity. The bad conduct of tlleir nautical visiters has destroyed 
this reverence, and foreigners generally no longer meet the kind 

elcome they formerly received; this observation does not apply to 
the missionaries, who receive all the honour that is due to their good 
intention, of which the natives are fully aware." 

The We leyan missionaries, and those of the British Board, reached 
these islands about the same time, or the former were perhaps the first 
10 arrive. T e influence of the Wesleyan tenets, and the number of 
their followers, increased rapidly under the su~rintendence of the 

. Rev. Mr. Turner. Difficulties, however, arose between the two parties 
of rninionaries, which were finally adjusted between the two boards in 

on, and the Wesleyans abandoned this field for t~at of the Feejee 
Group. This arrangement was amicably made, and " heard of only 
0IWt individual on either side, who showed an uDcharitaole IJ'Irit 
towards his fellow-labourers of the other party. In spite of the recnOVal 
of the esleyans, there is still a large number of the nativ 
a6ere w tile tenetl and forms taught them by Mr . . ....., ........ "'h~..a:~ ~l .. _ 

a IU'Ong attachment to bim. 
is,i~~ ere trom the very first. 
~ hiefi, and have DeYer 1'OO4iiiFe 
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injury from any of the natives. They have estabiished school in 
many of the villages. but have found a difficulty in obtaining native 
teachers. 

A printing-press has also beeg established at Upolu, llnd rapid 
progress·is making in the translation of the Scriptures. of which some 
portions are already publi hed. Many publications have issued fro II I 
this press: among them I regretted to observe a small tract containing 
a violent attack upon the Roman Catholics. The sight of this sur
prised me. as it contradicted the opinion I had formed, from my 
intercourse with the missionaries, of their liberality and freedom from 
intolerance. The sole object of the tract was to prepossess the minds 
of the natives against the missionaries of the Papal Church, in case 
they should visit these islands. This struck me as being at variance 
with the first principles of our religion; and I could not refrain from 
expressing an 0 igion that the tract was calculated to do much harm. 

'1'he labour of the English missionaries have been much aided by 
native assistan. who have been both industrious and successful; and 
among them, th'os f Raratonga have the merit of having led the 
way. They have acted qer the direction of Mr. WiUiams, and he 
was loud in praise of their exertions. I witnessed a most intel'esting 
meeting of these native missionaries, for the purpose of electing nine 
from their nurr.ber to accompany Mr. Williams to the New Hebrides, 
which has perhaps left a more deep impression on my mind from the 
melancholy result of that attempted mission. 

Great anxiety was exhibited by the candi4ates; and I have never 
seen a more proper state of feeling, or listened to more correct senti
ments than were expressed on this occasion. All appeared devoted to 
their calling, and some of them were quite eloquent. After the choice 
was announced, those upon whom it had fallen manifested a cheerful 
but not unbecoming triumph, while the rejected candidates were 
evidently grieved a~d di appointed. The former were now invested 
with new apparel, which, although no more than a striped cotton 
shirt,· gave them an air of c~n equence among their brethren? which 
was amusing to us who could draw comparisons between this simple 
garment and pr~der kinds of can nicals. 

Each of the resident missionaries now delivered a long harangue, 

• This garment is the only remuneration 1l1at they receive during each yoar /rom the 
misaionll1Y funds, and with it they feel III msclves well requited. 

I have to acknowledge the obligation under which I feci myself to the missionariel, both 
individually anel collectively, for their kindnclIS lind ntion. They did all in their power 
10 further the o\)jects of the E;tpCdition, lind to thom 1l1e equadron is mainly indebted lOr a 
great part of 1l1e mcllities w enjoyed of becoming acquainted with the manner habit&, and • 
CU8toU18 of the &molnd. 

\'or. 11. 17 • 
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which as replied to by one of the selected. The 8olfJOOts of these 
discourses were, on the one hand, advice in reference 10 the duties 
about to be entered u n, and on the other a recognition of the weight 
of the responsibility incurred by the uccessful candidates. 

Most, if not aU, of those selected for the new mission w'brc fine.. 
10 king men, and they were chosen out of many applicants, for their 
steady habits and striot moral conduct. The term of their engage
ment on the new duty was three years, after which they were to return 
to their wives and children, who were not to accompany them. 

The extent and inBuence of the labours of the missionaries may be 
best understood by a comparison between the whole population of the 
islands, with the numbers of those who have embraced Christianity, 
and attend the schools. 

The entire population of the group is estimated at 56,600, of whom 
14, 50 have embraced Christianity, and 12,300 t d the schools. 
The!>e numbers are thus distributed: 

POPULATION. 

I Ellstern Group 2,000 150 150 

Tutuila. • 8,000 2,200 1,900 

Upolu 25,000 8,000 6,200 

Savaii 20,000 4,000 3,700 

MlUlono. 1,100 400 230 

Apolimll 500 100 120 

Total, 56,600 14,850 12,300 

The whole number of foreign missionaries is eleven, of whom one 
re ides in Tutuila, six in Upolu, three in Savaii, and one in Manono. 

The number of native teachers is one hundred and thirty-eight, of 
whom five are in the Eastern Group, thirty-one in Tutuila, fifty in 
Upolu, thirty-six in Savaii, twelve in Manono, and four in Apolima. 

Besides those counted as having actually embraced Christianity, it 
is said that two-thirds of the whole population belong to the Christian 
party. 

Of thOle who attend the 8chools, about ten thousand read, and this 
newly introdnoed habit halo' course made a very great change in the 
habits of a majority of the people. but the number of heathen atilileft 
is auftieient to furnilh an idea of their original manners 8lld cusfom , 
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which will in a few years be either entirely lost, or so modified by the 
spread of the gospel as to chango their character ntirely. The 
rapidity with which this change is going on, rendered it desirable to 
obtain as much inC! rmation as .pos ible in relation to the pristine 
manner~ of this people. 

As respects their ancient religion, we have obtained the following 
particulars of the heathens. They acknowledge one great god, whom 
they call Tangaloa-Iagi, but pay less worship to him than to their war
gods, Tamafai a, Sinleo, and Onafanua. The first entices them to 
war, the second leads them to it, and the third is a female goddess, 
who encourages them to fight. 

Mafuie is their god of earthquakes, who was deemed to possess 
great power, but has, according to the Samoans, lost much of it. 
The way in which they say this occurred is as follows. One Talago, 
who possessed a~harm cap ble of causing the earth to divide, coming 
to a well-kn wn spot, cried, "Rock, divide 1 I am Talago; come to 
work I" The . ~arth separating at his command, he went down to 
cultivate his taro! tch. His son, whose name was Tiitii, became 
acquainted with the cha~ and watching his father, aw him de cend, 
and the earth close after him. A t the same spot, Tiitii said, "Rock, 
divide I I am Talago; come to work I" The rock did not open, but 
on repeating the words, and stamping his foot violently, the earth 
separated, and he descended. Being a young man, he roade a great 
noise and bustle, notwithstanding the advice of his father to be quiet, 
lest Mafuie would hear him. The son then asked, "Who is Mafuie, 
that I should be afraid of him 1" Observing smoke -at a di tance, he 
inquired the cau e of it. Talaga said, "It is Mafuie heating his oven." 
Tiitii determined to go and see, notwithstanding all the persuasion of 
his father, and met Mafuie, who inquired who he was. "Are you a 
planter of taro, a builder, or a twi ter of ropes 1" "I am a twister of 
ropes," said Tiitii ~ " give me your arm, and I shall show you." So 
taking the arm of Mafuie, he twisted it off in a moment. Such a 
pra tical illustration of his powers soon made Mafuie cry out, "Na 
fia o]a, na fia ala !"-1 desire to live, I desire to live 1 Tiitii then took 
pity upon him, ~nd let him go. The natives, on feeling an earthquake, 
exclaim, "Thanks that Mafuie has but one arm 1 if he had two, he 
would shake the earth to piece ." 

The god Salefu supports the earth. They have likewise Mesua, 
Faana, Tinitini, Lamamau, who are gods of lightning, rain, whirl
winds, &c. These gods are said to r~side on an island to the west
ward, from which quarter their bad weather 11 ually comes. 

They had, likewise, many inferior gods, who watched over particu)at 



l~ MQ G &0 U 1'. 

districts. These various gods owned certain animals, reptiles, fi h. 
and bird. In some few districts inanimate objects were worshipped, 
thus: t\ branch of bamboo, with 11 bunch of cocoa-nut fibres tied on 
the top, was worshipped in Mano£W. They also had carved blocl. 
of wood and stone erected in memory of dead chiefs, wh~ch they 
worshipped. 

The account they give of the c eat ion of their i -land is as followB: 
Tangaloa, their great god, who lives in the sky, ent down the bird 

Tuli (a kind of snipe), his daughter, to look what was below. She 
reported to her father tha~ she saw nothing but sea. Tangaloa then 
rolled a stone from heaven, which became the island of Savaii, and 
another which produced Upolu, and the same for the others. 

This did not uit Tuli, who returned to ask for inhabitants. He gave 
her orders to plant the wild vine (fuefue), which after growing were 
ordered by him to be pulled up and thrown into ¥a s, from which 
worms were produced. Then it was desirable that they,' ould become 
human. Spirit!' were accordingly sent to them by Tuli nd the worms 

I' 
became man and woman. r<" 

Their notions of a future existence are 2f.-ite vague. They believe, 
however, in a happy future state, where every thing good is provided. 
Some say that it is on their own island, others on di tant islands, nnd 
for the chiefs at the residence of the gods on Pulotu, an island to the 
westward. They also believe that the spirit goes there immediately 
aftel' death; that in these places it never rains; that they eat and drink 
there without labour, and are waited upon by the mo t beautiful 
women, who are always yo ling, or as a chief expressed it to one of 
our officers, "whose breasts never hang down." 

The spirits, according to their belief, often come down to wandel' 
about at night around their former dwellings; some spirits are believed 
to die, while others are immortal; some dwell in subterran an abodes, 
and are eaten by the gods. Some persons believe tJ1at after death they 
become" aitus," or inferior gods. 

They beHeved in many omens, which were carefully watched. If 
the black stork, called matuu, flew before them on a war expedition, in 
the direction they were going, they deemed it betoken d success; but 
if in any other direction, it was an ill omen. If a dim moon, or very 
bright starlight, or comet, were observed, it always indicated the death 
of a chief; and a rainbow was a sign of war. 

The squeaking of rats was an unfortunate omen. Sneezing was also 
considered unlucky; if anyone of a party sneezed on a journey, their 
further progress was FO'tponed. 
• I walil told that the Samoans have a great dread of being abroad in 
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the dark, and that when obliged to pass about their villages by night, 
they use fla mbeaux made of the dried stalks of the cocoanut-leaf to 
light them on their way. This fear is portly owing to superstition, 
which makes them fearful of eneountering some spirit or aitu, with • which their imaginations people the groves, springs, rocks, trees, &c. 
They are in the habit of occasionally making a feast for the king's 
aitu, w hen a number of pigs are prepared, and a quantity of taro, fruil, 
&c., is gathered. The portion for the aitu is placed near his supposed 
dwelling-place, and the dependants and others enjoy themselves on the 
remainder. 

They were formerly in the habit of presenting their first fruits to the 
aitus and chiefs. This custom still continues n.monO' the heathen, but 
the bristian farty present theirs to the missionarie '. The ceremony 
usually takes place in January or February. In drinking ava, the first 
cup was always ,resented to the gods. 

There is an account of a large JizaTd which dwells on the south side 
of the island, aui is worshipped as an aitu. The description given of 
it mal;es it two fatll8l11s long and a large round as a cocoa-nut tree, 
\\ith huge scales, and a ~L1th filled with sharp teeth. It is said to 
dwell in a stream near Safata, into which the natives frequently throw 
meat. Some of them declare that they have seen him, and that he has 
dwelt there upwards of finy years. 

It is not remarkable, however, that they should have this tradition; 
and this circumstance affords an additional proof that they have had 
frequent intercourse with the Tonga, or Friendly Islands, where a 
similar tradition is spoken of in Mariner's Tonga Islands. 

Among their other superstitions is that of a malignant spirit that 
resides in the vicinity of Apolima, in the shape of an enormous eel, of 
from six to ten fathoms long, and large in proportion, which attacks 
canoes and drags them down. 

A story is told tMt is said to have happened only a few years ago. 
\Vhile two natives of Manono were swimming across the channel in 
the reef, they were drowned in the sight of many others; immediately 
a large canoe was manned, and went in quest of them; the crew of • this canoe encountered the monster, and wounded it. The canoe wa~ 
upsel, and aithough a few saved them eh'es by swimminO' to the shore, 
the greater part of them were destroyed. When asked if it was not a 
shark, (of which they have two kinds, the tanifa, or great white shark, 
and the masi, or small blue one,) they replied, it was a monstrous pasi, 
which is the name npplied to the muramo. or conger eel. 

Their dances and other amusements are in a great degree ab lished, 
but they are still practised in the heathen villages, and even the · 
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Christian women may still be induced to exhibit the former, which 
they call siva. The mode of performing' it differs from that of the 
Tahitians, but is like it lascivious, aod neither of them w()uld be called 
dances in our sense of the term. The dance is usually perform~d by 
young girls, who stand up before the 'audience, throwing their arms, 
legs, fe-et, and hands, in numerous strange attitudes, which· are , any 
thing but graceful. The others who are present 'Sing amusing words, 
in two or three parts, wl1ile a third or fourth part is . .kept up in a 
coarse grunt or guttural sound, 'in the bass clef: The \Yords arc' cotIl
prised in short sentences, each of which finishes suddenly with a 
staccato note, and a violent gesture. The 'music of one of the dances 
at Tutuila was as follows: . . 

The females, unlike those of Tahiti, have not...rnany musical voic s 
among them, .but, in common with othEr.'uncivilized ·taces, have a 
perfect knowledge of time. .-

The men; on the contrary, produoe round rich sounds,..rather below 
tenor, but as wild as nature would have t}1e.m to be. 

The dance of the girls 'at Upolu consisted entirely of motions of the 
body, and was so' indelicate as to produce disgust. The chaunt which 
accompanied it was sung with a high vOioe, and three or four women 
were employed in beating tim-e on tlie mats with shoi,t sticks, in which 
most of the spectators joined with therr hands. In all cases they kept 
time with the greatest accuracy. •. . 

The amoan dr'um is Q1ade of a part of a tr.oe, hollowed' out; rthey 
have also an instrument, formed of a-loose slat fitte~ into a board, on 
which they beat time with two sticks: < TheiI flute, if it rr)ay .be so 
called, is made of bamboo, as are also their pipes, which resemble those 
of Pan. '. 

The dances of the men are by no means indecorpus. Those who 
perform them vary in number from two to a dozen, and are divided 
into two parties. . These parties alternately" advance and retreat, 
which gives an 'appearance : of animation. Clapping their hands, 
swinging them. to ,;and fro, or clasping them 'over their heads, they 
follow each othel" in a 'circle, leaping up and down, ' and turning 
suddenly around, -kfi}eping time to the music. The dances pontinue 
a considerable time, and , end with a sudden clap of the hands and a 
'simultaneous shout. .' . . . 





A M 0 AN G It 0 U P. 

The music tOlrwhich they danc~d in Upolu, was as follows: 

The song is usually extemporaneous, relating to some recent occur
rence. The following is a translation of one of them, obtained by Mr. 
Couthouy through one of the interpreter. 

The Papo.lo.ngi has come to Samoa, 
The Papulangi ho.s come to Vo.iusu, 
Let us o.lJ go down to the spring. 
The Po.po.langi is fond oftha Siva. 
Where is the pig 1 Where is the fattened fowl 1 
'fhe Papalangi cannot join in the Siva. 
Kindle up a bright blo.ze ! Wh ra are the virgins 1 
I o.m going to gat some cocoa·nuts. 
Look at tJJis o.mon.n, how finely he dances! 

These dances arc usually performed in the fale-tele, where stran
gers arc entertained. The inhabitants and their guests occupy difierent 
ends of the building', and alternately keep up the dancing and singing. 
Through the latter all the news is made known, occurrences related, 
and inquiries made and answered. 

Many of the 4Ilights are spent in this way; and much of the day
time in eating, bathing, and sleeping. 

Besides these dances, there are various games. One of these, called 
"lupe," is played by two persons, who sit opposite each other. One 
of them presents his closed fist to his opponent, and then rapidly holds 
up one, two, three, or all the fingers and the thumb, striking the back 
of hi hand on the mat at the same time. If his opponent fails of 
instantly holding up a like number of fingers, he loses a point, and ten, 
points finish the game. 

-
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"Laf/) litupa" is also played by two persons, who place about fifty 
beans of the Mimosa sCAndium before them j then taking up four at a 
time, they throw them up in the air, and catch them on the back of 
tbe hand; the player who catches ~ hundred soonest is the wilmer. 

Tune-fua: this is played by five or six persons. It resembles the 
sport of the Chinese jugglers with iron balls. The first player some
times takes as' many as eight oranges, throwing them successively into ' 
the air, and endeavours to keep the whole in motion at once. They 
are very dexterous at this: if they miss three times, the game is lost. 

Tui-muri affords the natives much amusement. Any number of 
persons may play at it. They seat themselves in a circle, and divide 
into two 'par~ics. An orange is suspended from above, about two fj et 
from the ground, and each person is supplied with a small sharp
pointed stick. The orange is swung round, and as it passes, each one 
endeavours to pierce it, some with great eagerness, 0 hers quite calmly, 
and others again with a wary coolness, all of which affords much 
amusement to the bystanders. The party wins who first succeeds 'in 
fairly hitting the ()range fifty times. . , 

It is played for mats, trinkets, &c., but more generally for a baked 
pig, "which is eaten when the play is over. 

Litia: this is a general sport, sometimes whole villages playing 
against each other j it is in fact I;In exercise in spear-throwing. Two 
parties furnish themselves with light sticks of the Hibiscus tiliaceus, 
about eight or ten feet long and as thick as a finger. The bark is 
stripped off, which makes them very light. The two parties arrange 
themselves in a line, and strive to throw these as far as possible j the 
party which succeeds in throwing fifty the farthest wins the game. 
The usual distance to which they are thrown is about forty yards, and 
one would conceive it almost impossible for them to be thrown so far. 
A grand feast usually terminates the sport, which the losing party 
pays for. 

"Lafe," is a game confined to the chiefs, who play it for pastime. 
Four persons sit at the corners of a mat, ten or twelve feet long, in 
whose centre is placed another of ten inches square j the persons at 
opposite corners are partners j each party is provided ~ith five circular 
pieces of cocoa-nut shells, from two inches in diameter to half a cocoa
nut. The first player lays his smallest picce on the little mat, and his 
opponent tries to knock it off, and leave his own in its place. Each in 
his turn endeavours to knock his opponent's pieces off. The party 
which first succeeds in knoe jng its opponent's pieces off one hundred 
times, wins the game. The pieces of cocoa-nut are finely polished and 

, carved with a variety of devices. 
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Sham club-fights and wrestling-matches are common, and frequently 
end in broken heads, limbs, and teeth knocked out . 

. ..: .. 

An odd amusement of the natives was seen in the forest, in one of 
the clearings near one of the heathen villages, and at a short distance 
from Apia, (the vignette gives a good idea of it.) A fine large tree 
had been lopt of its branches (except at the very top), for a ma t; 
around this a framework of timber, after the model of a vessel, was 
constructed; all the timbers were carefully fastened together with 
sen nit, and with the requisite curvature ; from the bow a large and 
long piece of timber project d, and at the stern a rudder was contrived, 
with its tiller; but i tead of its ordinary movements as with us, it wa 
intended to act vertically, in the way to which they are accustomed 
in managing or, steering their large canoes with an oar j vines and 
creepers were used for the rigging; ballast had likewise been placed in 
the hold. • 

This afforded them great amuse ent, and showed an ingenuity in 
the construction of this Papalangi ship, as they called it, which had 
cost them much time and labour. 

There is no ceremony at births, or indeed any inc nvenience. Th 
mother genernlly proceeds immt:diatelf to the spring, bathes and 
washes her infant, and at the tlme time her usual oocupati narc 
resumed. The naming Of the child fl'eqnently tukes place some time • 

"OJ" II. 1 
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beforo its birth, for sex makes no difference in the names, which arc 
given indiscriminately to males and females. 

The mothers oflen suclde their children until they are six years old; 
and I was told of an instance wh~re a woman gave nourishment to 
three children of different ages at once, the eldest removing 'he 
youngest sometimes by force from the mother's breast. 

It is their practico to wash the children frequently in the fresh·water 
streams. 

'Vhen a native wishes tq get a wife, the consent of the chief is first 
obtained. Then he takes a basket of bread· fruit, and offers it to the 
girl of his choice. His suit is considered as accepted if she partakes 
of it. He must then pay her parents a certain price for her, which 
varies with the station and ability of the partie;. A chief' daughter is 
valued high, viz., at half a dozen hatchets and as many fathoms of cloth. 

Another mode of courtship is to go to the hou~ of the object of 
attachment or desire, and be enfertained. If the family show a friendly 
feeling towards the young man and eat with him, hi addresses are 
favourably received. ,The formal offer is made by a large present to 
the family of the female, which being accepted, the match is made, and 
if refused, the courtship is at an end. The parents expect their children 
to abide by their decision. The" Malo" party have been in the habit 
of taking wives from their conquered enemies when they thought 
proper. At a marriage ceremony a great feast is made, particularly 
if it be a chief's. 

A man is at liberty to repudiate his wife and marry again on certain 
conditions, but the woman cannot leave her husband without his 
con ent. 

Adultery was formerly punished with death, nnd is very seldom 
Mmmitted. Among single women, intercourse with a Samoan before 
marriage, is a reproach, but not with transient foreigners. 

It is a common practice for parents to make n present of their 
c:hildren to chiefs or others, who adopt the child as their own, and 
treat it ever after as such. After it is grown up, one·half of its earn· 
ings goes to its adopted parent. This custom gives the chiefs many 
adopted children of both se es, who continue to Ii:e with them, and 
arc in all respects treated as their own; and spreads theh' connexions 
far and wide. 

In their burials at UpoIu, they have but little ceremony. The body 
is enveloped in many folds of tapa, and deposited, as has already been 
described at Tutuila, with the ti planted around. No uten iI , arms, 
&c., are deposited with the bodies; for, according to their belief, they 

. have these things provided for them in their Elysium. A feast is made 



for the attend bts, consisting of pig .. taro, bread.fmit. &c.; pre!ent8 
are made by all the relatives to the family 6f the deceased, and if die 
family c n afford it, a small canoe i procured for a coffin. After the 
body has lain in the grave some ti~e, they take up the skull and place 
it in ,a b~x in their houses. The reason assigned for this is to prevent 
their enemies from pos essing themselves of it, tor It was a cu tom in 
their wars to violate the anctity of the grave. We heard that a few 
of the bodies of chiefs had been preserved by oil and heat; and the 
mi sionaries informed me that they had seen the bodies of thOle who 
died thirty or forty years before, preserved in this manner. 

Theil' mode of showing thoir grief is to burn themselves to blisters, 
(forming indelible marks,) with little rolls of twisted tapa, which, on 
being lighted, soon produced a coal. They also scratch their bodies. 
Tho females are said (in token of afHiction for decca ed friond ) to 
have pricked hoI s in the corpse, and sucked out the fluids. All these 
practices may be now said to be passing away, and are almost 
obliterated. , 

There is already a very great difference, not only in dress but in 
appearance, between those who have adopted Chri tianily, and those 
who adhere to heatheni m. The latter have a wild look, to which 
their long hair, tied in a bunch behind, adds not a little; and when 
going to war they let it hang down in wild confusion, which increases 
their savage appearance. 

DEvrt. IIAN. 

0. the other hand, the Christians crop their hair short,-a fashion 
which a8 introduced by the misslollAr~s. 

The hair of. '&be children is cropped close, except a Jock ~ each 
he$I. TJae maDDers of the people in the .. D and' 
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bellhIg villQges are as different as their appearance. In the latter 
DO schools are seen, nor any of the incipient marks of ci vili2ation. 
Their reception of strangers in the hristilln villages is always kind 
and hospitable, although, as ha ~en stated, a return is 109ked for. 
Among the heathen, the manner of reception cannot be counted upon 
with certainty, for they at one titne welcome their visiters with cor
diality, and at another are rude, insolent, and anxious to obtain all the 
strangers possess. When in good humour, they entertain their guests 
with the lascivious dances we ha e described, performed by native 
girls. Their whole manner ,and conduct are so different from those 
of villages within a short distance of them, tbat the effect produced 
on the latter by tbe instruction of the missionaries, appears almost 
miraculous. 

In the heathen villages the dress of tbe Samoans is to be seen in 
its primitive simplicity. It is no more than the tit' , which is a short 
apron and girdle of the leaves of the ti (Dracama), tied around the 
loins and falling down to the thighs. The women besmear themselves 
w!Lb oeoa-nut oil mixed with turmeric, which gives them a shining 
yellow tint, that is considered as a beauty; on each breast is a spot of 
reddish brown, of a singular shape, and of various sizes, from that of 
a dollar to that of a dessert-plate. They do not show the least sign of 
feminine bashfulness, while those of the Christian villages cover their 
bosoms, and exhibit as much modesty as those of any country. 

Dilling the last ten years the dress of the natives ·has undergone 
much baDge; the titi has boon increased in length, and extends all 

,round the body; it ,has a neat and pretty efteet when first put on, but 
requi J'eoewing often, as tho leaves will in a lew .days;' cnt 
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is well adapted to the climate, being cool, and the necessity of freqUetlt 
change insures cleanliness. 

The Wesleyan missionaries from the Friendly Islands have intro
duced the siapo, of Tonga, which ~as now come into common me. It 
is soft, pliable, and not glazed, and is principally u ed as a w apper, 
after the manner of the pareu of the Tahiti Islanders. A piece of 
cotton cloth is usually worn by the chiefs as a siapo. 

The maro is worn when engaged in active exercise, or in w r, as 
being less cumbrous. The. women often wear a beautifully white 
shaggy mat (ie sina), hanging from the neck to the feet. It is woven 
by band from the fine threads of the hibiscus; they also sometimes 
wear wrappers of the siapo form, and the tiputa, a kind of poncho, of 
the same material, after the old fashion of the Tahitians, which is 
more becoming than the loose gown introduced into that island by the 
missionaries. • 

There is another kind of mat, of very fine texture, worn on great 
occasions, and used in their dances as a kind of cloak. It is orna
mented wifh 1\ border of red feathers. This is the most valuable 
property they possess, for they cost much pains to the manufacturers, 
aod are often a year or eighteen months in their hands. 

In the way of ornaments they use but few. The men usually wear 
a shell (the ovula) suspended around the neck by a string. 

Their hair formerly claimed much of their attention, as it docs still 
that of the heathen, who, as has been seen, wear it long and have it 
nicely combed and twisted up in a knot on the top of the head. The 
females frequently used to wear a wreath of flowers, which gave them 
a picturesque and pleasant appearance; but the use of flowers as orna
menls has been interdicted by the missionary teachers. 

Tattooing, if not in reality, at least in appear
ance, may be said to form a part of dress. It is 
performed by persons who make it a regular 
business. The age at which it takes place is 
from fourteen to eighteen, and is usually con
sidered the initiftion to manhood. The usual 
colouring matter is obtained from the kernel of 
the candle-nut. Tattooing is here called ta-ta
tau, and is tastefully drawn. The natives are 
very fond of it. It is expensive to the family, 
fOr the operator always receives a high price 
for his labour, consisting of the finese' mats, 
SiilPO, and other property, as agreed upon 
befQre the operation is begun. The instrument 
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~oa(le of bone, sharp like the teeth of a comb, and requil'eS but 
qlijlt blow to enter the skin. The part tattooed on the males is from 
the loins to the thighs, but the women have only a fow lines OD their 
hands and bodies. II ~ 

The articles of which their dress is composed are manufactured by 
the females, who arc exceedingly industrious. The common cloth or 
tapa i made of the inner bark of the paper-mulberry, which is culti
vated for the purpo e in nurseries. It is cut when the stem is about one 
and a half inches in diameter; the inner bark is separated and washed 
in wllter, which deprives it of orne of its gum; it is then beaten until 
the adhesion of the fibres forms many of the strips into a single mass. 
The malic used for this purpose is about two inches square, and about 
fourteen inches long, with a handle at one end; two of its faces are 
grooved and the other two smooth; the bark is laid on a board, and 
struck with the mallet in a direction at right angles ith its fibres; the 
grooved sides are used to spread out the fibres, and the smooth ones to 
knit them to ther. Thc grooves also give a thready appearance to 
the surface. 

'fhis method differs from that practised at Tahiti, where the bark is 
beaten with a smllller mallet, upon a spring-board; and the tapa made 
here is of inferior quality. The tapa is often printed with colours ill 
patterns. This is performed in a mode similar to that practised in 
Europe before the introduction of copper rollers. Instead of engraved 
blocks, they form tablets, about as thick as binder's boards, of pieces 
of large cocoa-nut leaves, by sewing them together. One side of the 
tablet is kept smooth and even, and upon this cocoa-nut fibres are 
sewed so as to form the required pattern, which is of course raised 
upon the surface of the tablet. These tablets are wet with a piece of 
cloth well soaked in the dye, after which the tapa, which for this pur
pose is well bleached and beautifully white, is laid upon them and 
pressed into close contact. The dye is made fromcberbs and roots, and 
is of various colours. 

The women also manufacture the mats. Some of these have been 
mentioned in describing the dress of the natives: thEilfinest kinds are 
made of the inner bark of the paper-mulberry; those of coarser texture 
of the leaves of the pandanus! which are nicely scraped and b~. 
The mats are all made by Qand, and by interlacing the fibres i t 
the fin description will require the industrious labour of a ear. 

Amo the mats are some of as fine n texture and as soft as if midi 
of cotto hese are rarely OIJ:' never manufactured at present, and ate 
solely pouetied by ehiefl, in whose family they are handed dow 
from fa r to tOn, heir-looms. They re collsidered as that 
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choicest treasures, and are so much coveted, that wars have been 
made to obtain possession of them. For the latter reason they are 
called Fala-taua. 

There are several di tinct trad,ps among the men besides that of 
tattooing; among the most esteemed is that of canoe-building, in whic.h 
there is no little skill displayed. 

Tho usual fishing-canoe is made of a single tree, with a small out
rigger to balance it. They have no large double canoes, such as are 
seen in Tonga and Feejee. 

The largest canoes are from thirty to sixty feet long, and capable of 
carrying from ten to twelve persons. They are formed of several 
pieces of plank, fastened together with sennit. These pieces are of no 
regular size ()r shape. On the edge of each plank is a ledge or pro
jection, which servos to attach the sennit, and to connect and 
bind it closely to .he adjoining one. It is surprising to see the 
labour bestowed on uniting so many small pieces, where large 
and good planks might be obtainen. Before the pieces are 
joined, the gum from the bark of the bread-fruit tree is used 
to cement them close and prevent leakage. These canoes 
retain their form much more truly than one would have sup
posed, and I SI1W few whose original model had been impaired 
by service. On the outside, the pieces are so closely fitted as 
frequently to require close xamination hefore the seams can 
be detected. This perfection of workmanship is astonishing to 
tho e who sec the tool with which it is executed. They are 
now made of no more than a piece of iron tied to a stick, and used as 
an adze. This, with a gimlet, is all they have, and before they obtained 
these iTon tools, they used adzes made of hard stone or fish-bones. 
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lit two abreast, and are guided by a steersman. The scat of 
honour is on the forward deck, in the centre of which is a row of pegs, 
to which the large white ovula shell is attached by way of ornament. 
The natives find no difficulty in oCq.Upyillg this place, as they' manage 
to sit in almost any position with ease to themselves; but a stranger 
who attempts it, and is for any time confined to one of these places of 
honour, will repent of the distinction he enjoys before many minutes arc 
over. One of our gentlemen was treated with this distinction, and will 
long recollect the words of the song they sing . 

.. Lclci tusilavo.le t.au mull, 
Leango tusilavo. Ie tau muri." 

.. Good above 0.11 is the pa.rt before, 
Bad o.bove nlI is the pa.rt behind." 

The uneasiness, from his account, does not only(.proceed from the 
small place left to sit upon, but also from the constant apprehension of 
being precipitated into thp. sea. This faa Samoa, or Samoan fashion, 
is any thing but agreeable. 

Having both a prow and stern, these canoes cannot be manreuvred 
without tacking; consequently the out-rigger, that constitutes their 
safety, is, in using their sail, alternately to leeward and windward, and 
does not, when to leeward, add much to the stability of the canoe. 
They carry less sail than the canoes of the other natives of Polynesia, 
and to guard against the danger of upsetting, the natives rig a sprit 
or boom (suati), projecting from the opposite side to that on which the 
out-rigger is fitted. This boom is secured with guys to the top of the 
mast. When the wind blows fresh, some of the men go out upon it, 
and thus balance or counteract the force of the wind. Those on the 
other side of the canoe are kept ready to go out on the out-rigger when 
that becomes neces ary. The sail is ffil:\de of a mat, of'a triangular 
shape, with its apex below: some of these are te feet high. 

None of the canoes we saw at the Samoan Group are calculated for 
long voyages. Those u d in their intercourse with the Tonga Islands, 
arc the large double Feejee canoe, of which I shall sf-eak when I treat 
of those islanders. ' 

In their trips from town to town, they are generally on parties of 
pleasure, terll.led malanga, and arc frequently to be met witb singing 
their boat-songs. . 

These songs have but little variety, are destitute of melody, and 
have small pretensions to ha};ffiony. They consist, for the mo~t part, 
of two short strains, repeated alternately, the first by a single indio 
vidual, and the second by several. Their \! 'ces are loud, and have 
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.. fteI_~ a tenor chancter; the strains are mosUy in the minor I4Ille, 
and sung in the key of two or ttlree fiats. 

The following boat-songs will give an idea of them: 

• 

,-r 
• e 

- 1-
_ __ ---.-Jt~TI 

Tule ta· moi Ie fOil aue 

Au ta· na • 10 

- :--~ -I ---

~~~-~. ~---~-==i:-=§~;J=J~t~JU-1f 
fie. oe Au ta • na • 10 fia oe . 

.. Cook- tells you pull away, 
I will do so, and so must you." 

The work in which the Samoans show their greatest ingenuity, is in 
the construction of their native ·houses, and particularly of their fale· 
teles or council-hous~ , some of which are of large dimensions. They 
are built of the wood of the bread·fruit tree, and there are two modes 
in u e, their own, and that borrowed from the Friendly I lands. The 
true Samoan house is slightly oval; tho e of the Friendly Islands are 
oblong. They ~ay be said to consist of three parts, the centre and 
t 0 ends; the former is erected first. For this purpose the three 
eentte posts, which are twenty-five or thirty feet high, are U$ua1ly 
fir t raised; on these rests the ridge. pole. A staging or scaft8lding is 

w erected, nCCilrly in the form of the roof, which serves for ladders 
support the roof temporarily. '1;he roof is commenced at the 

the JWi.vea have 'IOIIIe know I dge of Ce.ptain 'ook, derived from their coaununi 
,,,.'_"_ieJidly hlNldi. 

19 
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na ... .,.,. .. and is orked down ards. The ero s-beams ar.e . __ t_ 
at' t heights, connecting the centre portions of the roof ~1Ifi-, 
nnd are fastened to the upright centre posts. The rafters a,re m 
Ihort pieces, placed at equal distaoces apart, and form the c~rve that 
is required to construct tho roof. Between the large t rafters 
amaller ones, about ono foot apart. Across the rafters are placed anti 
fastened many small rods, about an inch in diameter. The whole H 
neatly thatched with the sugar-cane or pandanus-leaves, and the 
rafters are terminated by a wall-piece, made of short pieces of wood, 
fastened together and to the rafters, so as to form the ellipse required 
for the roof. The end p rtions, of similar small pieces, are made to 
correspond to the required curvature of the roof and the ellipse of the 
wall-plate. Posts are now placed in the ground, about three eet 
apart, to receive the wall-piece, which is fastened to their tops. There 
is no fastening used but sennit, made of cocoa-nut fi.bres. The rafters 
are generally made of tho hibiscus, which is light and strong. The 
caves oxtond I:luout a foot beyond the posts. The smaller Ii uses 
generally have permanent side ; the larger ones arc open all around, 
but mats are hung up as curtains by the occupants, nnd any part may 
be used as a door. . 

After the whole is finished, the interior has the 
e tensive framework, from the number of cross-bea 
88 depositories for their property, tapas, mats, &c.; and in SODle cues 
the favourite canoe of the chiefs is placed on them. After a flill 
inspection of one of these fabrics, one cannot but view these . 
not ooly as industrious, but as possessing great skill and ingenuity. 
The thatching lasi four or five years. There is no floor to the house, 
but the ground is covered 1",rith stones about the size of a a 
'There is usually a paved platform on the outside, about t.tuee I;e 
In lOme cases this is railed a foot, and serve. to CJOP ~!",,..~ali1 .. 
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a free passage to water. On the pavement are 
la' coarse mats, and the finer ones are pread above, covering about 
half area. 

These fine mats are rolled up ilntil required. Many baskets hang 
re an there, with some 'ocoa-nut shells to contain water, and the 

av -bowl. Mats are suspended about as screens. At niCYht, each 
&leeper is usually supplied with a musquito-curtain, called tai-namu, 

bieb, forming a kind of tent, by being passcd over a ridge-pole or 
repe, and falling on the ground, answers all the purposes required. 

On one, and sometimes on both sides of the centre-post of the 
houses, is a small circular hearth, enclosed by stones of larger size; 
this is the place for burning the dried leaves of the cocoa-nut, which 
erve them for light at night. Although these do not give out much 

smoke, yet as they burn for a long time, the hou e gradually becomes 
filled with soot, fOl there is no outlet above for its e cape.t 

As they always use the flambeau to light them on their return 
from their fea ts, it produces a singular and pretty effect to seo an 
assembly breaking up, and the diIlerent parties winding through the 
groves with torches, throwing the whole into buld relief. A rude 
lamp is also used, made of a cocoa-nut shell, with a little oil in it, and 
a piece of vine-stalk for a wick, and likewise the nut of th Aleurites 
triloba, or candle-nut, everal of which are strung on a thin stick. 

Many white-washed houses are now to be seen, for the natives have 
been taught the use of lime by the mi sionaries, and are beginning to 
u e it in their dwellings. All the missionaries' houses have plastered 
walls, and board floors, and are very comfortable. There is a great 
quantity of fine timber on the e islands, for building purposes. The 
timber of the bread-fruit tree and hibiscus, are alone made use of by 
the natives. The mis ionaries have their planks or boards sawed by 
hand, and generally by foreign carpenters. 

The food of the Se.moans is prepared in the way practised at Tahiti, 
and generally consists of br ad-fruit, bananas, taro, sweet-potatoes, 
and yams. Fish is supplied in quantities from the reef, and they also 
cat the large c~stnut, vi-apple, and arrow-root, the fecula of which 
they begin to manufacture in some quantities. Although it would 
scarcely be supposed necessary, whore every thing is so bountifully 
supplied by nature, yet they make provi ion for times of scarcity and 
for their voyages, of the bread-fruit, made when green into a kind of 

• MllllquitoN &re exceedingly annoying to strmg _, but 1 did not romMk thlLt the naUvN 
wee troubled with them. Their bodies being well oiled is a great prC8ervlltion apiut the 
bil.el of thee inlectl!. 

t jftYa1eDce I>f IIOIe eye is said to be owing to the smoke ofthc lamps . 

• 
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pa te, and rolled in banana-leaves. 'l'his undergoes a pa 
tation, and is called mahi. It is not unlike half-baked dough, 1lft.'I_ 
a sour unwholesome taste. They eat birds, &c., but a large WOCNI
maggot which is found on the trees, is looked upon as t.\te mott 
deliciolls food they have. 

They have much variety in th ir cooking, and some of their disbel 
are exceedingly rich and agreeable to the taste. They practise several 
modes of cooking the taro-tops' one, by tying them up with cocoa~nut 
pulp and baking them, in which state they r semble spinach cooked 
with cream, but are sweeter. Another dish is called faiai, made of the 
scraped and strained cocoa-nut pulp boiled down to the consistency of 
custard. It is eaten both hot and cold. 

The habits of the amoans are regular. They rise with the SUD, 

and immediately take a meal. They then bathe and oil themselves, 
and go to their occupations for the day. These cO"Ql>ist in part of the 
cultivation of taro and yams; building houses and canoes. Many 
fish; others catch birds, for which purpose they use nels affixed to 
long poles. They generally find enough to employ the morning j in 
getting their" daily supply. After this is done, they lounge about, or 
play at their various games, eat about one o'clock, and a rain at night, 
retiring to rest about nine o'clock. The men do all the hard work, 
even to cookery. 

The women are held in much consideration among this people, are 
treated with great attention, and not suffered to do any thing but what 
rightfully belongs to them. They take care of the house, and of their 
chilclren, prepare the food for cooking, do all the in-door work, and 
manufacture the mats and tapa. 

They lire cleanly in their habits, and bathe daily; after which they 
anoint themselves with oil and turmeric. This custom, I have no 
doubt tends to preserve the health by preventing the excessive pers}:>i
ration whic 1 the heat of the dimute naturally brings on. It is, 
however, at imes offensive, for the oil is apt to become rancid. 

The Samoans are of a social di position, more so, indeed, than the 
other natives of the Polynesian islands, and they are tQnd of travelling. 
The reasons they have for taking these journeys are various: thus, 
when there is a scarcity Of food in one part, or a failure of the crope, 
they are in the habit of making a "faatamilo," or circuit, aroWkl a 
portion of these islands, so that by the time they return, (which ~ at 
the expiration of three months,) their own taro · has grown aDd the 
bread.fruit season come arouJnl. They are now in their turn pl'8f&red 
to afford the same hospitality and accommodation to otbert. old 
people arc usually left at the village to take care of • the 
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younpr portions are gone on one of these malangas. or journeys. 
DuriDfJ these expeditions, a sort of trade is frequently carried 00. The 
different portions of the inhabitants are each celebrated for a particular 
staple. Some excel in making ~ats; others in building canoes; the 
districts· in which the seaports are, obtain a variety of articles from 
IlhipS, which are subsequently distributed over the whole group. 

It may readily be supposed thM there are many circumstances 
which make this mode of communication inconvenient, particularly 
when the travelling party is a large one, in which case it absolutely 
breeds a famine in its progres . 

I have before stated that every village has its "fale-tele," which is 
the property of the chief. In this their" fonos" or councils are held, 
and it is also the place where strangers are received. The mode of 
receiving visiters is attended with much ceremony. A party enters 
the village witho~t inquiring where or how they are to be entertained, 
and take up their quarters in the" [ale-tele." In a short time the chief 
and principal personages collect and visit the strangers, telling them in 
a set speech the pleasure they enjoy at their arrival, and their delight 
to entertain them. This is mostly said in what they term" tala-gota," 
the speech of the lip , and much complimentary language ensues. 
The Samoan language abounds in phrages adapted to this use, and 
worthy of a refined people. 

After this interchange of compliments, the young women assemble 
to treat the strangers to "ava." This is prepared after the usual 
mode, by chewing the Piper mythisticum. During this time the 
young men are employed collecting and cooking food. This is all 
done with great de patch. The pigs are killed; the taro collected; 
the oven heated; and baskets made to hold the viands. In the feast 
they are well assured of sharing, and therefore have a strong stimulus 
to exertion. 

The strangers, on receiving the food, always return part of it to the 
entertainers. Thus all the village is occupied with the entertainment, 
and a scene of frolicking ensues until the strangers see fit to take their 
departure. • 

Among the heathen, dancing during the evening always follows this 
feast; but the Christian villages have abolished all dancing. 

These visits are not always paid or received in a spirit of hospitality. 
The chief of a powerful district takes this mode to exact tribute from 
his less powerful neighbours, and they are on such occasions extremely 
overbearing and insolent to their entertainers. 

For crimes, they have many forms of punishment, among which 
are: upulsion from the village in which the offender Te ide 
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sure of the naked body to the sun; flogging; dutting off the ears and 
nose; confiscation of property; and the compulsory eatin of s 
herb. 

When a murder has been commitwd, the friends of the perl!lon slain 
unite to avenge hi death; and the 'punishment doc not fall Jpon the 
guilty party alone, but on his friends and relatives, who with their 
property are made the subjects of retaliation. If any dela in seeking 
redres in this manner occurs, it is received as an intimation that the 
injured party, wjletber the family, the friends, the village, or whole 
di trict to which the murdered person belonged, are willing to accept 
an equivalent for the wrong they have ustained. The friends of the 
murderer then col1ect what they hope may be sufficient to avert retri
bution, and a negotiation is entered into to fix the amount of com· 
pensation. When this is agreed upon, it is ofli red to the neareSt 
relative of the deceased, and the parties who pre entflit perform 'at the 
same time an act of submission, by prostrating themselves before him. 
This clor-;e~ the affair. 

For some crimes nothing but the death of the offender could atone. 
Among the e was adultery; and when the wives of chiefs eloped with 
men of another district, it generally produced a war. Tlus was one 
of the causes of the wars waged by Malietoa. 

There existed, however, means by which the code was rendered 
less bloody, in places of' refuge . for offenders, such as the tombs of 
chiefs, which were held sacred and inviolate. 

Wars were frequent among the Samoan before the introduction of 
the gospel, and scarcely a month passed without quarrels being 
avenged, and with blows. The last and perhaps the most bloody war 
that has ever occ.urred on these islands, was about the time of the first 
visit of Mr. Williams, the missionary, in 1830, when the inhabitants 
of one of the finest districts, that of Aana, in the western part of 
Upolu, were almost exterminated. This war ~ntinued for eight 
months, and only those were sa ved who escaped to the olos, or inac
cessible place of refuge, or were protected by the" Malo," the ruling 
or conqucrind party. 

I" 

When the missionaries arrived, in 1836, and for upwards of a 
year afterwards, Aana was without a single inhabitant; but through 
their influence upon the Malo party, it was agreed at a large 
"fono" to restore tbe exiles to their lands. Aana is again (in 1839) 
the finest part of the island, and will be in a few years quite a 
garden. 

These wars, like those of all savage people, were attended with great 
cruelty, and neither old nor young of either sex were spared. It 
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related that after the last battle of Aana, a fire was kept burning for 
several day, into which hundreds of women and children were cast. 

Their wars were seldom carried on in open fight, but stratagem 
wu resorted to, and all enemie . that could be attacked were killed, 
whethe: in their hou es, or when accidentally met with at their work 
in the taro-patches. 

Their arm!! consisted of clubs and spears, made of the iron-wood 
(Casuarina), bows and arrows, and of late years, the musket. The 
man who could ward off a blow and at the same time inflict a wound 
on his adversary, was considered the best warrior. Each village had 
its separate commander, and there was no general, their operations 
being from time to time decided in council. Their spears were 
pointed WiUl the sting of the ray-fi h, which, on breaking off in the 
body, cau. ed certain death. 

The olos, above mentioned, were usually on the top of some high • rock, or almost inaccessible mountain, where a small force could 
protect itself from a larger one. One of these 0108, or strongholds, of 
the people of Aana, during the late war, was on a high perpendicular 
ridge, which forms the western boundary of the bay of Faleletai, and 
it was the scene of many a bloody contest. The Manono people, 
coming by night, would 1 nd at the foot of the hill, and attempt its 
ascent, while those on the top would 1'011 and hurl down stones, 
generally overcoming them with ease, and driving the invaders back 
with great slaughter. The latter, however, took a fearful and truly 
savage revenge for their various defeats. Laying in wait until the 
women came down to fish on the reefs, they set upon them, and 
massacred them all. The burning of houses, the destruction of the 
bread-fruit, cocoa-nut trees, taro-patches, and yam-grounds, &c., were 
the ordinary features of these conflicts. 

Prisoners were sometime spared, but they were usually held as 
su.bjects of retaliation, in case of any of the adverse party being 
killed. 

Upon the occurrence of a cause of war, the parties sent to their 
respective friends in the different towns to solicit their aid. uch 
solicitations ust!ally resulted in the whole district, and ometimes the 
whole of the island, being enga cd in a civil war. 

Oh going to war, they were accustomed to cast their hair loose, or 
to tie it up in various forms, and, to add to the fiercenes of their 
appearance, they wore large bunches of false hair, which also in-
creased their apparent height. . . 

In making peace, the conquered party was required to make subrnis-
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sion, by bringing loads of atones, fire-wood, and green boughs, 
bow down very abjectly in the presence of the cbi~f. The 
81 0 required to pay a large amount of tapa, mats, and other property. 

The government of the Samoans '8 more ' refined in prin~ 
could well be expected. The rule of hereditary chiefs i. ackno 
ledged, and the distinction of the several classes well defined. reat 
re pect is paid to the chiefi , and particularly to the" Tupu," or hit'1hest 
class. To this belong Malietoa, Pea of Manono, &c. The second 
class consi ts of the near relatives of the first, and of others who have 
large posses ions; the third, of the petty chiefs of villages; next 
come the tulafales, who are a well-defined cla.ss between the chiefs 
(alii) and com'mon people. These tulafales are proprietors of the soil, 
and householders; they possess considerable influence, and act as 
advi ers of the chiefs, and the executors of their oTdcrs. Like the 
chiefi, they derive their rank from descent. There is no distinct 

r 
name for the common people as a class, but th chiefs in speaking of 
them 1l1wa a.pply some opprobriou epithet. The son of a low-born 
woman by a chief ranks as a chief, although he has no authority, and 
the son of a noble woman by a man of mean birth, may be either a 
chief or a commoner. 

The lands are allotted and distinguished by known boundaries. 
The natural heir of the former owner succe ds, and is the feudal 
chief OT leader in war, but all his dependants are free to cultivate it. 
Lands may be sold, which is done at public meetings, and the bargain 
is made binding by sticking their staves into the ground, or digging a 
portion of it up. 

The whole power lies in the high chiefs of the "Malo" or con
quering party. They assemble in fono, and determine the general 
laws and rules of action. At the head of this is Malietoa, who is noW 
considered the head chief of Atua, and is upposed will shortly 
acquire that of Tui of Aana. Each of these dis~icts formerly had a 
separate chief, bearing the same title of Tui, but in their wars with 
Manono, nearly all the descendants of these princes were killed off. 
To obtain this title requires the consent of the chiefs of Manono, and 
part of Savaii, which belongs to the ruling party: C 

The fono may levy what contributions it pleases, particularly on 
those they have conquered. The present" Malo" or government i 
designated" Malo-to-toa"-the gentle government. 

Although there is no supreme authority acknowledged in any on 
individual, yet there are instapces of chiefs of districts assutning and 
maintainipg it. The la.te Tamafago, of whom some account has already 




