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of tﬁ% Hoﬁﬁumei% atwmnot only of

but@' d@d, and after conquering a rival district on Savaii, he

,as has been stated, the name, O le Tupu o Savaii”~-the King

of Savaji. - After he was killed, Malietoa succeeded to the same title;

“but it now confers no. pm and is considered mex'ely as compli-
mentary.

“Each distriet mtd mwn has its own government. An elderly chief

geneally‘presldu or is considered as the head of the village, town, or

- _distriet. In these primary fonos or meetings, the affairs are generally
'W by the alii (chiefs) and tulafales (landholders), and what they
detem\me on is usually followed. The great fono, or general assembly, e

‘ Waelﬂam called, except on matters affecting the- whele of the'island OF
5 district. The subject is calmly debated, and most thoroughly discussed ;
the final decision, however, is not by vote, but is adopted after consul-
tation, and is governed by the opinions of the most influential chlefs It
_Ghm ‘appears that these assemblies have little influence upon the course
the chiefs may have determined to pursue, and serve chiefly 1o insure
-the united action of the district in carrying the designs of the chiefs
into eflect. The tulu-fano or decree, promulgated by the couneil, is to
_be obeyed, and those who fail are punished by the Malo, being plun-
‘dered by them of their lands, &ec.
- In the descent of the office of chief, the rule of primogeniture is not
strictly followed, but the authority and title always remain in the same
family
- It is the custom at the fonos to compliment the head chiefs, and
invoke blessings on them in prayers, that their lives may be prolonged
~and prosperous. I was informed that these assemblies were conducted
g witﬁ much ceremony, but I was much disappointed in the one 1
‘ wztnoqsed.\ The forms of proceeding may, however, be different when
i strwgers are not present. The fonos generally begin at an early hour
K in the morning, and last until late in the afternoon. One of the most

ared and dlshed in fresh banana-leaves, the wives and daughters of
“the chiefs attire ‘themselves in their best dresses. They*then enter the
e-tele, and approach their fathers, husbands, and brothers, &c., before

~ whale dﬂyﬁoﬂnducud with the utmost decorum, and while it is goi
on, no conversation is permitted except én a low voice. I learned ﬁ
the ﬁswnm who hp.d attended some of t&xr meeti

pleasing of the ceremonies is that in which the chiefs are supplied wg‘b__
food during the time the meeting is in session. After the food is pre--

.d@pmwming their instructions as to whom they shall hand
. When they have obeyed their directions, they retire. The -
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CHAPTER VI.
' “NEW SOUTH WALES.

18309,
.

On the 10th of November we weighed anchor from Apia, and made
all sail to the westward; and on the 11th had lost sight of Savaii.
Officers were stationed for the three following nights to look out for
the periodic showers of meteors, but the nights were cloudy, and none

- 'were seen. :

. On the 12th we made Uea or Wallis Island, and at 8 ». M. were

.off its southern end, which is situated in latitude 13° 24’ 8., longitude
176° 09' 22" E. Instead of a single island as might be expected from

“the name, there are nine separate islands, varying in circuit from one
to ten miles, and enclosed with one extensive reef. The land is, in
general, high. We made a running survey of this group.

While off Wallis Island, we were boarded by a canoe, in which
was a-native who spoke a little English. I had thus the means of com-
municating with the shore, and resolved to take advantage of it by
landing the prisongr Tuvai. I conceived that this would accomplish
all the ends I had in view in removing him from his native island,
~particularly as the course of the wind is such, for the greater part of
the year, as to ) prevent canoes proceeding from Walhs Island to the

them. His fate wou}d of course remain a mystery to his countrymen,

and  the impression I had hoped to produce on their minds would be

. effectually made. My original intention had been to land him at

qum Island, which is two days’ sail further to the south ; but a similar

‘opportunity might not perhaps have prgsented itself there.
Havulg decided on this course, I committed him to the charge

of the perbon,who MMrded us, and gave particular du'ections that
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he, with his rolls of tapa, should be immediately taken and presented
to the chief. The customs of the islanders promised that this would
insure him good treatment, by giving him at once a protector; or at
least that he would be only robbed by a single person, and not exposed
to the pillage of the whole population, who would in all probability
have stripped him of his property the instant he landed, if not restrained
by the authority of a chief.

Tuvai seemed delighted at being released from his confinement on
shipboard, and took his leave by shaking hands with the sentry. Thus,
while the culprit has not been exposed to any unnecessary severity of
punishment, I feel satisfied that I fully accomplished my object of
convincing his countrymen that they could not hope to commit murders
upon their white visiters with impunity.

These islands appear to be well wooded, and we saw many large
native houses upon them. As we drew near, we Eercelved upon a
rocky flat a few natives waving a white flag. The native who came
on board informed me that the inhabitants were numerous, and that
among them there were ten white men.

It is said that the Catholic missionaries who were expelled from
Tahiti were landed on this island, when, the moment they reached the
shore, they were stripped of all they possessed. They, notwithstanding,
commenced their good work, and are reported to have performed it
effectually.*

The entrance to the lagoon is on the south side of the group, and
the pilot, if so he may be called, informed me that there was ample
room for the ship to pass within the reef. 'Wood, water, and refresh-
ments may be obtained here.

Towards evening we stood on our course with a strong breeze,
regretting that time did not permit of landing and obtaining a more
full account of this little-known land. But the season for operating in
high southern latitudes was rapidly approaching, and I was aware that,
to say nothing of the extent of sea that was to be traversed, I must
spend a considerable time at Sydney in making the necessary pre-
parations for a long and arduous cruise.

Hoorn Island was made the following day. It was discovered in
1616 by Schouten and Le Maire. Its highest point is two thousand
five hundred feet above the sea; on its northern side many rocks are
visible, and the whole surface appears bold and precipitous, affording,
as far as we could perceive, little soil for cultivation. Cocoa-palms in

'Gronp;lburﬂedfbltacuhohcmmmn bad gu,
ring, and that it had already been the means of uvm;tu

‘ W‘mﬂﬂ&nw ﬁgtundyn&icemﬁem i




~ shape, about a mile in circumference, and principally composed of

of other uninhabited islands, great numbers of birds were seen

;o the northward and eastward.

= : 'l to the
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mm" 180° ‘we dropped the 14th of Novamber,
cm‘hmd to that of the Eamrn Hemi-

to be or thamnd one. bnndred md elghty-sur feet. It is of a conical = .

conglomerate. A dike of basalt was observed occupying about ”dv
third of the widtlf of the island. In order to obtain specimens, a boat
was despatched to endeavour to effect a landing : the undertaking 4
_proved difficult, but was accomplished by Dr. Fox and Midshipman:=
~ Henry, who swam_ through the surf. They brought off some speci-
- mens pf porphyritic rock, and a few small crystals of selenite.
Pa es were seen on the northern side of the island appearing as if
~with sulphur. = As has been so often mentioned in speaking

B

upon and around m This island is in latitade 22° 27 Sc,*luugxtude
By L

Mi days precedmg the 18th, a current had been Wed
settmg‘%ﬁuthwest, it was tried here, and found to set in that direetion
at the rate of three fathoms per hour. The wind began hwemhml 5

We had the misfortune on thie .dny to lose one of our sm?mthet £

; momd,aﬁe: haying mdeaqwdmohundmdﬁthnmmhir

Tho diference between the & tspemu o e surfaco and wﬂm

y severe storm of thunder and
with the electric fluids ;. the points



the latter date the current began to set'atmgly to
showing that we had entered thcmm wmm

. harbour, and althongh- the mght was dm,m we u_, pilot, yet
~as it was important to avoid any. loss of time, T Wm run in.

¥  with the channe! I wns assured that the charts ‘in WMR
. might be depended upun, and I stood on- under a press of sail, accom-

pamediy the Peacook At 8 ». . we found omulvsi“‘at die*entrance v

MWA& dm new aid, I decided to ’run up and mﬁor off th&i
In this I succeeded, and the Peacock, directed by signal, followed the
‘ Vmcennas. At half-past 10 ». n. we quietly dropped anchot oﬂ‘ the

: ,wmm bamg Npoﬂed,atnd mtlmowmm Wﬁ%
were speedily alive with our officers and men, -
ind bmselveom.nmore mwnﬁilued comtry,‘
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;WWMW thg&,»bour,
, and I mdaamy apolo-

ver was cordially offered ; and I was assured that T had
ny wants known to have them supplied. The use of
mmmodlately gmwd me for an observttm-y, :

: _'.‘Tlnodnof this bemg wanted was ridiculed {)y the ma-
‘the entrance of our ships by night seems to have changed %
‘Had war existed, we might, after firing the shipping,

a great part of the town to ashes, have effected a retreat
in perfect safety.t : B

is place acknowledge the open-hearted wem%% ;
J‘N ‘government officers, military and civil, al’ﬁell as
ur reception was gratifying in the . yand
eciated. - The Australian Club}
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then hniﬂd at Tanna, which &hay found i &M ;
~ and where they were hospitably received by themﬂmu,g ;
- Papuans, and spoke a language much like that of the Hervey ]
At Tanna, Samoan missionaries were also left, and thqx ﬂ:mg,g
ceeded to Erromango. Here they found a barren coun
different race of men, black, with woolly hair, who did not.
a word of any of the languages known to the missionaries.
The natives, although apparently suspicious, exhibited no sympt
~of actual hostility. Mr. Williams, with Mr. Harris, Mr. Cmqmgh
~and the master of the vessel, landed, and were strolling about, wwag
kthmqelves with picking up shells. While thus W‘M*
. separated from each other, and Messrs. Harris and Williams were in
ﬁr& ~ advance of the others. On a sudden the war-shout was ‘heard, and
E * Mr: Harris was seen running, pursued by a crowd of natives. I@ '
~was soon overtaken by them, and killed. Mr. Williams then turned
and endeavoured to reach the boat, but he had delayed too bng,gggﬁ ;
although he reached the water, he was followed into it and slain g
‘Mr. Cunningham and the captain escaped, although w
and after some fruitless attempts to recover the body,
Mr. Cunningbtm was of opinion that the attack had not,J

\ the means of savmg these two valuable lives. = ,9,." ;
n;aonmmon wzth Mr. Williams at Upolu, e

‘«b ﬁa use 0[ ﬁre-&rml or any pther w
' l bemg d’ opinion that it would be
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vay of Sydney. The old

m% on“ t : vﬁn&, &mi‘ocauples the eastern promon-

: ﬁﬁl‘y"ﬁf the Comcs ﬁ*h’&é M"sepumble ‘part, and is almost filled
_ Wvg.rog-shobi ‘and brothels, except at its extreme eastern quarter,
W W}B there are a few genteel buildings, in agrecable situations. The

ts to the south and west of George Street are well landout, and are
ﬁng up with good houses.

' George Street extends in a direction nearly north and south for two

' m‘tlmomxles, as far as Brickfield Hill, which is also nearly covered

.....

aﬁ!ﬁng which are the barracks, the markets, the post-office, and the
-banks. The remammg buildings which front upon it are chiefly occu-
pied ‘as shops, in which almost every description of European manu-
factures may be procured, and some of them at moderate prices.

-Several streets run parallel, and others at right angles to George Street.

' The houses of*Sydney are for the most part well built and commo-
_dious. On' the western side of the town are many handsome buildings
"!md extensive public grounds; towards the eastern side is a large
‘square, called Hyde Park, upon which are situated the offices of the

's'ﬁblonial government, the church of St. James, and the Cathohc

cathedral

- Sydney contains about twenty-four thousand inhabitants, whxch is
:l%ut one-fifth part of the whole population (120,000) of the colony ;

"~ and about one-fourth of this number are convicts. In truth, the fact

ﬁmt it is a convict settlement may be at once inferred from the number
of police-officers and soldiers that are every where seen, and is rendered

~ certain by the appearance of the “ chain-gangs.” The latter reminded
' 'us, except in the colour of those who composed them, of the coffee-
~ earrying slaves at Rio; but the want of the cheerful song, and the

*ﬁpp&mnt merriment which the Brazlhan slaves exhibit in tho etecunon
 of their tasks, was apparent. i

 When viewed from the water, Sydney appears to great advutage

; _'"‘k.ﬂ_éa ‘on the south side of the harbour, and covers two narrow

nontories, separated and bounded by coves. The ground rises
adually, and Yhus exhibits its buildings to great advantage, giving it
the air of a large cothmercial city. It is chiefly built of a drab-
Wmne, resembling that employed in the new public build-

, and the suburbs contain many neat cottages and country-

':ieaxs. _ The sandstone is a beautiful mgterial, but is not very durable.
“""The view of the town is diversified with the peculiar foliage of Austra-
hanﬁtrees, axﬁong whxch the pines of Norfolk Island md Mmunrahy' '

: oMﬁWALEs msa

‘ings at Washington, but of a lighter hue. Red brick is also usedin
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~ actively going on. There are in truth many particulars in which the

~ in the form of lovmem: and grog-shops, which attract attention }

custs (cmy, mewe w»maly deafening:

mm nsqotpnedmes is the same as that'made by the analo-

s species in the United States, bug is emhnuedheredmngﬁeh\m %

offﬂse day, and ten times more deafening. S e mm .
- Handsome equipages abound ; and the stage-coaches are numerous.

%‘hae, ‘with the costume and demeanour of the more mpoeubw%f

of the population, struck us as being more like what is seen in our towns

than in those of Europe. - Every thing has a new look about it, and the

people manifest more of the bustle and activity of our money-making

and enterprising population than are to be seen in old countries. The

acquisition of wealth seems to be the only object of all exertion here,

and speculation was as rife as we had left it in the United Stm& Sy

Cutting down hills, filling up valleys, laying out and selling lots, were -

people of Sydney resemble those of America. This is observable,

amoug other things, in the influence of the public press. In Austmha,
however, it is more licentious than any except the lowest of our news-
papers; taking unwarrantable liberties with private character, and is

far from being remarkable for discrimination. s

- All the religious sects of the British Islands have their representa- .
tives here. Each has its ardent advocates, who appear to be in con-
tinual war with those of the others. The contest between them had

risen to a great height at the time of our visit, which is probably to be
ascribed to the agitation of a question in relation to the dlstnbuﬁondf’

_In one particular, a most striking difference is to be M" gy
between the scenes to be witnessed at Sydney, and in the cities of =
the United States. This consists in the open practice of the vice of
drunkenness, which here stalks abroad at noonday. Itisnotrareat
amy time, but on holidays its prevalence surpasses any thing T W?
ever witnessed. Even persons of the fair sex (if they may be so
called) were there to be seen staggering along the most public streew,
brawling in the houses, or borne off in charge of the police. However
highly coloured this picture may be thought, it is fully corrobon‘ﬂilf ‘ “-
by the police reports of the Sydney papers® on Menday mommgs
The poheg-oﬁeers thqmnelves are among the vmof the mto i 4} :

cating liguid. X
The facilities fea mdﬁlgenoe in thll vice are to be seen every v

their gaudy signs, W h&e taste of the different orders of ¢ usto-

mers, a é“tha ing




UTH WALES
 «Jolly Sailors.” wqu

toeaohJaundnd. m Mﬁwm aM:hupwas rpoimdw,
ym the extent of its custqm, yielded the enormous amount of

M _fim:to;ﬂmr annually, a sum far beyond the apparent

e of the whole property. The quantity of rum which is consumed
e colony may be estimated from the facts, that the revenue derived

s importation was in 1838 £189,450, and that the supply

3 m‘- Mky to eight gallons annually for every individual in the

;ﬂm mte of thmgs arose, of course, originally from the habits of
the abandoned persons who formed the nucleus of the population, Tt

might, therefore, have appeared to be the duty of the successive gover-

~nors to restrain the vice, or even to render its commission impossible,

by prohibiting importation. So far as penalty goes, this has been
attempted, and a*fine of five shillings is levied on all who are con-

meted of drunkenness before a magistrate; but, on the other hand ;
rum was actually at one time the only circulating medium, and in'it

‘the prices of land, labour, and food were estimated, and for it they

4 - were freely exchanged. Even for the charitable purpose of erecting

a public hospital, Governor Macquarie granted to four individuals,
who defrayed the whole expense, the monopoly of the right of pur-

 chasing all the spirits imported into the colony, and of landing them
- free of duty, for several years, with the additional cons:dera.tlon of a

qﬁannty of rum from the king’s stores.*
- The old Government-House, where I had the honour of seeing Sn'

B Ggmge.ﬂlpps, is a low, cottage-shaped building, which has no Bjeten-
‘sions to beauty, and appears to have been built at different times,

_ having been enlarged as often as additional accommodation was
w During the summer months the Governor resides at the
' Gover use at Paramatta. E

: 1.m$pahoe.o!' government-house is at present building, in the
lic grounds which lie to the eastward of the old one, from which

Mmﬁd extends through them towards the South Head of Port Jackson.
£ Th;s road is the®usual promenade and drive of the eitizens of Sydney.

After leaving the government domain, it enters Wooloomoloo, a re-

gion covered with the country-seats and cottages of the higher classes,

| 'f'wluch although ongmuﬂy httle more than a barren rock, has been

\r-.
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Macquarie to the home government ; and tfat, by way of answering the-emtn.
th” who have been convieted, and those who Mﬁ"i be.

ons, the reply of the Governor was: “There are but two. classes of persons in New

is related, that a wwmmmwm '




! ultivation by its oc The drive =
1 tion may challenge comman for ‘beauty with any part ‘
the world. Tt presents innumerable and picturesque views of the
~ noble bay, and of the promontories that jut into it, occupied by man-
- sions ‘and ornamental grounds. On reaching the South. Head; a view
_of great beauty is also seen. The point thus named, is a bold heads
~ land, about two hundred and fifty-four feet in height, on which stands
‘the light-house, a fine tower, with a brilliant revolving light. =~ .
The public grounds are in part occupied by a Botanical Gardm'
which was laid out by Mr. Cunmngham, the botanist of the colony,
to whose memory a monument is about to be erected in the garden,
which is itself a memorial of his fine taste, and his successful eultiva-
tion of the science he professed. Mr. Cunningham perished by a
melancholy death, which is still spoken of with regret. He had, in
his capacity of botanist, accompanied Major Mitchell, the Surveyor-
General of the colony, on a tour of exploration “in 1835. In the
- wpursuit of his researches, he wandered from the party, and did not
‘return. As soon as he was missed, the native guides were sent in
search of him, but returned without having succeeded in finding l;u
- traces. Major Mitchell then instituted a fresh search, in which the
“tracks of Mr. Cunningham’s horse were found, and followed for mm-" /
miles. Within this space three places were seen where he had by
and encamped. From the last of these, the tracks of the horse were
again followed, until the carcass of the animal was found dead through
fatigue and starvation, with the whip tied to the bridle, and all his
accoutrements about him. Retracing their steps to his last encamp-
‘ment, they ascertained, on close examination, that he had there killed
~ his dog for food, and his footsteps were seen as if making rapid strides
for the bed of a river, which he had followed to a pool, into which he
: * had plunged. Farther down the river, some shells were found near the
B “remains of a fire, which had evidently been kindled by a wbi!am ‘
i Here all further traces of him were lost, and the search abandmaﬁ
‘despair.
- Some months afterwards a second search was mtde by Lleutenant
Vouch. In the course of this, some natives werd taken near the
. Brogan river, in whose possession a part of Mr. Cunningham’s
 clothing was found. They stated that a white man had come to them = %
in a state of great exhaustion; that he was hungry, and they fed him,
but that during the night they had become afraxd and killed him
'Bhe body was nevarfauhd. :

o
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; o\t‘hat Mr.. Qmmngham had becotm .
ity of M\ﬂlﬁ‘armgs, and that thu had ! M ;




to wander about:
had alarmed the nati 'ho, , had
murdorod,,hm.,‘, i B <
Thus en&ﬁdhemefd life.of one who had rauod bimself to eminence
by h;s quemomhm ‘had, by his virtues and seientific acquire-
‘ments, gained the esteem of all the pure and good of the eolony,by
m he will be. long affectionately and honourably remembered. .
 These grounds have many pleasant shady walks, and afford an
,ggmeable promenade for the inhabitants of Sydney; and omof them
”Moles the whole, with occasionally a rural seat and arbour.*
Cﬁi&aw of the country around Sydney is sufficient to prove that
‘Wales is very different, in its general features, from other

pam oi the globe. This is chiefly owing to two causes: the aridity

~of its phmate, and the prevalence of sandstone rock. This rock may
h readily examined at the Heads of Port Jackson, and on the shores
ﬂ the many coves that surround this beautiful harbour. Its colour is

: we yellow or drab, and it lies in beds nearly horizontal and of various
ﬁwluleu. whose upper surface, except where broken by ravines and
~courses, forms a table-land. The average elevation in the nelgh-

w of Sydney is from three hundred and fifty to four hundred

ick oonsxshng of burnt pasture, and thinly-scattered trees and
e *ﬁbhery give to the whole region a look of desolation. The grass
s *)nnot every where concedl the bare rock, and the thin soil supports
‘only a few gumn trees (Eucalypti), and bushes. Throughout the wide
plain there is little to relieve the eye, except here and there a small
cultivated spot. .
Mdﬂ not consider it necessary that any of the natmhm should
‘  the lquadron on its southern cruise, they were left at
ney ﬁiﬁmdeu to visit such parts of the country as might appear
-m*oﬁ'erm bmt«opportumnes for making collections in their respec.m
‘ departmem:]: i m,anabled me to obtain much information in rela-

»!\u v ‘f‘n

the government domain, the following mncnphm is

. calculated to e:db a tﬂh “Be it recorded, that this road round the inside of the govern- ‘Mf‘:wk'!
" ment domain, ‘ealled Mrs. Macquarie's Road, so called by the Governor on account of her i

having originally planned it, three miles and three hundred and w-nven yards in
Jength, was finally completed on the 13th day of June, 1816.”

street, square, or pubhcbmldmgcmhpnud.wnhmtmghumem

feet. At this level it extends in gentle undulations to a great dutaum '

ernor Macquaric has literally put his mark on the town of Sydney. vhgre hu&: 3 '
o .




3 m‘ﬁ)s!orth and south of Sydney; presents the ume characters whxchA
‘have just been described, except that deep gorges are from time to

; mgs be traversed by ridges, but on appmmbhmg thezr a
position, they melt away into rounded elevations, of very g
inclination. Still farther to the westward, the undulating regi
unded by inaccessible declivities and lofty mural frecipices. ‘
” MOQM\BM Mountains, which are seen from Sydne
ig the horizon like low hills, which have so little appearan
vation that it at first seems to be difficult to conjecture h
‘came to be called mountains, when seen only from the coast.
W.u‘m north and south, and rises at some pomts to the

!tnm many years since this ridge was conndered as |
amhe deep gorges which intersect its sandstone rocks as
ks rise in many places abruptly, and present

" ‘ mvdlen from aztcmpung to scale




. MW is nearly tMy’mﬂes in length, and
I hwudwof about three miles; it is surrounded on all
] by vertical | precipices, from one thousand to one thousand eight
 hundred feet in hetght. *
"~ In consequence of the andny which has been mentioned as a
character of the soil about Sydney, and which is also a prevailing
character throughout the rest of the country, there are many con-
tinuous miles of waste lands, which by the inhabitants are called
- “forests.” These are very different from what we understand byz&o
Wy and consist of gum trees (Eucalypti), so widely scattered Wﬂ
~ carriage may be driven rapidly through them without meeting any
~ obstruction, while the foliage of these trees is so thin and apparently
50 dried up as sca¥cely to cast a shade. Thus miles may be traversed
in these forests without impediment. A few marshy spots are occa-
Mnlly seen, covered with thickets of brush ; and in other places there
- are tracts so dry that even the gum tree will not grow upon them, ud
* which receive the direct and scorching rays of the sun:
’@M(mptiom to this general character are found in the oneam "
rising of basalt in conical peaks. The productions of the soil where
: Mﬂck prevails, are in striking contrast to those of the arid lands of
~ the sandstone formations; and the geological character of a basaltic
ﬁgtcan be detected at a distance by the luxuriant vegetation with
~which 1t is clothed. These ridges become more and more ﬁ'eqnant as
istance from the coast increases, and are occasionally interspersed

- ke

i imdabout eighty miles from Sydney. This valley lies in the
stern mmhm range, which separates the waters that flow towarhf" .

st and w The land falls gradually to the westward, until, in

in, "Wtﬂey, at a distance of four hundred miles, lt is only about

P

For some distance beyond Mount Victoria, granite chara
 some extensive ridges, ahd basaltic mountains are occaslonﬂmw e

© bined with those of granite. % ‘

Beyond Bathurst, about one bundmd and twenty miles
of Sydney, a compact limestone, in which there are. W&‘;na P

lm&i feet above the sea. A ”«' T
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the Darling V&y' »

the coast. f i
Before reaching the western bamm there lim many
valleys, among which, besides Bathurst, is that of Wellington
about two hundred miles from Sydney Both of these are alread;
settled. W .
56 As to the more remote parts of the interior of New Holland no
“ " positive knowledge has yet been obtained. The prevailing opinion
appears to be, that an extensive desert extends throughout it; and this
opinion is supported by citing the dry and scorching character of the
winds which blow from the west. The greatest distance to the west-
ward which has been explored, is only four hundred and fifty miles,
which is not a fourth part of the distance to the western coast. It -
will thus be seen that a vast field of discovery is still open, which will
no doubt be ere long explored, under the auspices of the Brmsh
government. i .
‘o the southwest of Sydney the same compact limestone Beenwlt :
| athurat makes its appearance at Argyle, also about one hundredﬂg

|

00! ‘quallty, and is also a valuable material for building. L
%Aacordmg to the best accounts, the range of granite appeuxs
‘begin in Van Diemen’s Land, and after being interrupted by Be
Straits, rans through New South Wales in a broad belt. Near.
Straits it rises into a loﬁy group of mountams, called the A.

of Argyle and Bathurst, which contains mnny fossils, énmdu 1
meﬂone Phwu,” Where it is succeeded by the usuqin AN
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tion, is said by Major Mitchell
ange which runs parallel to the coast.
ﬂ'hm at tbcduum of one hundred miles inland, the

the northwu;d’;'w thenee purm a course to the

'o the northward of the Lwerpool range, plains of considerable
utont spread over the country, and form the distriet of New England,
which affords fine pasturage. These plains lie at an altitude of be-
tween two and three thousand feet, and from that circumstance enjoy
a much cooler climate than Sydney, although five degrees nearer the
equator.
- The most remarkable part of New South Wales is the dxstnct of
~ Tlawarra, situated on the coast, about sixty miles to the south of Port
Jackson. This is a narrow strip, that seems to be formed by the
~retreat of the sandstone clifis from the sea, to a distance which varies
iy from one to ten *miles. The cliffs or mountains vary in height from
e thousand to two thousand feet. This region is extremelyfmﬁful 5
8 forests are rich with a great variety of foliage, and of ecreeping
m which twine around the trees. The great size and number of
the trees served to remind the gentlemen who visited it, of the vege-
)”ﬁm of the tropical islands, luxuriant with tree-ferns, bananas,
g ans, &c. This luxuriance is in part owing to a rich and light
! %éomposed of decomposed basalt and argillaceous sandstene, mixed
- with vegetable mould, but more to the peculiarity of its elimate. The
_ high cliffs which bound it to the west, keep off the scorching winds
~ which reach other parts of the coast from that quarter, and Mmoxsture
T ﬂf ﬁasﬂa-breeze intercepted by them, is condensed, falling in gentle
3 ers.  For this reason, it is not subject to the long and frequent
‘that occur in other parts of New South Wales.
( ts are sometimes of such long continuance, that we at
oi ﬂw whole country having been burnt up for want of

the towm and vxlh.gas ‘and completely destroyed the e
mmmomes, barns stacks of gmm, &.e.,‘

‘year of our vm;t 1889, add_oé mnher lMee m.‘tﬁér et
s l&tm kllld M % 3

r g
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m an » unusual dagree } e : 3
,,Sucb _disasters are equall n the h man and the
‘zmmol-grower for the same cause that déstfdys“ﬂmf cerops, also carries
off the stock, so that it is only the large capitalist who can successfully
- struggle against or overcome such adverse circumstances. It is some
-recompense for this state of things, that one or two favourable ﬁiﬁ
“will completely repay all former losses ; and it is due to the pemeverufw
and industry of the inhabitants of New South Wales to say, that they
have already, in spite of the difficulties they have had to Onm
made it one of the most flourishing colonies on the globe. g BO |
" What these difficulties are, may be better understood by quoting some
- remarks of Major Mitchell, the Surveyor-General, who has had greater
opportunities than any other person of exammmg the country, every
accessible portion of which he has visited.
-+ Sandstone prevails so much more than trap, hmestone‘,'br gramtw
~as to cover six-sevenths of the whole surface comprised within the
‘boundaries of nineteen counties, from Yass Plains in the south, wﬁm
rerpool range in the north. Wherever this happens to be the
surface, little besides barren sand is found in the place of M
- Deciduous vegetation scarcely exists there ; no turf is found, for
trees and shrubs being very inflammable, conflagrations take pheéw
frequently and extensively in the woods during summer, as to Ieave*
very little vegetable matter to turn to earth.
 the regions of sandstone, the territory is in daort
W 'S hesndes, generally maccessxble ; thus preser

3

e ';J';f

"hnd Qhat the excellence of the great stap!e 0
& great measure to be aseribed to the
‘these very sandstone districts

dﬁﬂngthemvamso{f”




.~ Insucha climate ) ng that there are hardly any streams
. that merit &Sﬂ?m.of rmr!. Iis necessary to guard against being
~ misled ky the inspection of maps of the country, and forming from them
oy the idea that it is well watered. Such an impression would be erro-
s, and yet the maps are not inaccurate ; streams do at times exist

wmx:ha places where they are laid down on the maps, but for the greater
part of every year no more is to be seen than the beds or courses, in

- which, during the season of floods, or after long-continued rains, 3
) w torrents of water flow, but which will within the short space o
- of a month again become a string of deep pools. Were it not for this =~
~ peculiar provision of nature, the country for the greater part of the
year would be without water, and, consequently, uninhabitable. = =~

The principal rivers which are found to the east of the Blue Moun-
tains are, the Huhter, George, Shoalham, and Hawkesbury. None of ieod
 these streams are navigable further than the tide flows in the estuaries,
~ which sometimes extend twenty or thirty miles inland, for beyond them Ty
- they are usually no more than twenty inches in depth. Each of these
- streams has numerous tributaries, which drain a large area of country,

: gpd during heavy rains the main branches are suddenly swelled, and
*cause the floods which have been spoken of. To the west of the
- mountains, the water-courses are of a very different ohamcter AT

- Darling, for instance, through a course of seven hundred’ mﬁel,xdoes

not receive a single tributary, although it is said to drain an extent of
sixty thousand square miles. It possesses the other charaeter which
been mentioned, of being frequently reduced to a mere string of

ols. The Darling, Morrumbidgee, and Lachlan, unite about one

Murray. which after passing through Lake Aiuand.tm
a at chounter Bay. The surface drained bythese streams



Mm are also said to be mime, and in some mstances suffi-
strong to afford a large and profitable yield of salt; but being
i in the interior, and without the means of transportatmt, tﬁby

_ d as existing near the sea, and may possibly prm of 50 s
; {ralue to that portion of New Holland. SRS
Lead and iron have been found in small quantities; the deposxt! of - W
the former are all trifling. Those of the latter aﬂ‘ord tpo unpure M-,
ore, and not in sufficient abundance, to be worked. e S
The minerals stated to be found in Australia, spec:mcxw--:of which
were procured for the Expedition, are, chalcedony, agates, jasper,
. quartz, augite, and stilbite ; feldspar, arragonite, gypsam, chlorite, mica
RS gra;ggg, sulphur and alum, galena and plumbago, magnet;c iron,
~ iron pyrites, and basalt. -3
Fossils appear to be confined to particular localmes, but arelby@
~ means rare. Y '
Columns of basalt of great regularity are found on:the coélt

~ Tllawarra, but the articulations are all plane. ; g
- The water is much impregnated with alum and i u‘on. md itsuseis
: avoided by the inhabitants. :

rts covered with saline plants are said to be freqdenﬂy met with.
Mitchell, in his travels in New South Wales, speah ofv

 the Blue Mountam range he ascribes a hexgbt of«ﬁn"‘ ‘ ‘
hundred feet, composed entirely of sand; beyond this the granite or
dw‘iﬁg ange oceurs, ‘which is only two thousand two hun feet
ght ’ﬂanobolus Mountains, further - wes ;
four hundred and mﬁymm&@ﬂfaﬁ f 1
the ex&enswe plains of the interior, '



authomy. M a stnkmg instance of it, Oxley‘, in his
Joﬂfnem into the interior, in 1817, found the country every
ved, so as to prevent him from proceeding; while
mm in the same districts, was continually in danger of peri
- from thirst. The latter states that he found unios (or freébwﬁter
_ mussels) sticking in the banks of rivers and ponds above the level of
the water; and also dead trees and saplings in similar situations. -
This alternate change must exert a great influence on the produc-
tions of the soil; the rivers ceasing to flow, and their beds becoming
as it were dry, with the exception of the pools heretofore spoken of,
‘must likewise have an influence. The prevailing westerly winds
- sweep with force over the whole country, blighting all they touch.
The effect of these hot winds is remarkable, for they will in a few
- hours entirely destroy the crops, by extracting all the moisture from

‘ ‘ﬂwvg’mm, even after it is formed, and almost ready for harvest. and: 4o
_the only portion that is left is that which has been sheltered by trees,
hedges, or fences. They thus destroy the prospect of the husband-
man when his crops are ready for the sickle. It is thought and"
should imagine with reason, that were the Blue Mountains a m
lofty range, this would not be the case, as they would have a tendem:y
to cont}nue the supplies to the streams throughout the year, by the

of the vapour from the sea.
( hut winds come from the direction of the Blue M’

. Their great dsmuetimss is
capaclty for moxsun'p,'vqld!wgh &w

] qﬁhat fields which hava a.lineofwoods on the side
escape injury. Thg harvest immediately on M‘,

1 suﬁ'er S0 much being exempted in part fmm,ﬂ

. ) that is imbibed frmtlﬁ ea.




has the 1 range of ﬁl& Kangaroq i
‘ cthese are sufﬁcxently hlg‘h

is ent:rely unprepared for the alleged facts in relation to this
3 for mstance, Mitchell m hls journey to the south nnd mt,

except frosts in the mornings, and the thermometer was oftén Bllow
_ the freezing point. Violent winds occur, which have obtained the
it name of brick-fielders. They are nothing more than a kind of gust,
s pecu]xar to the environs of Sydney, after a sultry day. During one of
© these gusts little or no rain falls, though the wind frequently approaches
- a hurricane in force. These winds get their name from bringing the
dust fmm the brick-fields, formerly in the suburbs of Sydney, but which
are now almost entxmly built over. The temperatare during the blow
generally falls' twenty or twenty-five degrees, in the space of as many

o mlam; :the “dust is very great, and the wind so strong, as to cause
apprehcnsion lest the houses should be unroofed, or the chimneys
.down. ‘Our standard barometer was carefully Watched dm‘lng

or Mitchell often found that the ‘tempera '.K,
heit. The heat was, of course, very_ %




y Fnbrua.ry, eaeterly winds prevail, and the temperature varies fron
to 90°; the mean temperature being about 78°. On the south com
as appears from the tables kept at Port Philip, the winds pursue a
reversed order ; for during the summer months they are found to pre-
vail from the southward and westward, whilst in winter they come
from the eastward. The mean standing of the barometer seems to be
higher at Port thhp than at Port Jackson and Port Macquarie; its
range is within 05 in., and at the two latter places it seldom reached
30:000 in. During our stay at Sydney, the range of the barometer

~was generally higher than this. The temperature of the winter months

-varies from 85° to 65°: the mean is about 47°; and that of the aummer

monifhs from 50° to 98°, the mean being 68°. ;

The above oboéfvatlons relatwe to the wmds on ;he

h.n;ake the southern passage to the westward, is dm
M‘- The probable cause of this difference is ﬂw mmens

: W were described to me rather as regu]ar
ng the day, moderating towards night, and succeeded
~until the following morning. The i ermedmte
and winter, or those about the ¢ :
» winds and uncertain we
not appear to suﬂ'ow




opm:om onsﬁng alSo‘txt the climate. Durmg our stay, the weather was -

unfavourable for all astronomical observations, and almost the ‘whole
time cloudy or rainy. It was amusing to find many of those to whom'
I had the pleasure of an introduction, apologizing for the badness of
the weather. It brought forcibly to my recollection, the fatilt that
Captain Basil Hall finds with the people of the United States, but was
far from being annoying to me. I have but little doubt, that the
climate is, generally speaking, a healthy one, and not unlike that of

e parts of our own country. The colony is subject to occasional

epidemics, and from the best information I could procure, it is thought .

that the mortality is about one in forty-three; this may be called a
very small proportion, when one takes into consideration the great
quantity of ardent spirits that is consumed. '

The general appearance of the vegetation of New South Wales
presents many peculiarities. The character of its productions is
totally distinct from those of the other portions of the globe. The
gum trees, Norfolk pines, and those of Moreton Bay, attract attention
from their scattered appearance, and peculiar foliage. All these have
a dark and sombre hue. A remark made by one of our gentlemen is
characteristic of the former, “that they were ghosts of trees.” The
leaves being set edgewise causes this appearance, and in consequaace
give little or no shade. This peculiar position of the leaf is more
" conspicuous in the Eucalypti than in other gencra, for in them the
leaves are all pendant, while the leaves in the other genera are usually
upright, rigid, and somewhat as may be seen in the acacias and other

and twemafept in height, and with a gmh.ubout six feet from t
‘ground, of eighteen feet. This species is called by the settlers bla
gum, and is much used for domestic purposes, particularly its

with whlch they cover their huts and houses. The dxlated foliace

mm. It was observed that both surfaces of the ]eav were much




: work : thwawmp oak, (Ctm'iha torulosa,) for shmgleq:, cabinet
 work, as is the cedar (Cedrela australis,) which grows to a very large ¥
m:*the turpentine-wood, (Tmtama arbicans,) for boat building ; the -

pear tree, (Xylomeluq, e,) the apple, (Angophora lancghﬂq)
the mounta , sassafras, and several kinds of waod which
theycallad £ &xkagong,” ‘were also observed in use, but the trees- Were n
not seen.. B R
The grass treg (Xantlm:'rhcr,a. hastilis) did not equal om'»mﬂn-
tions, which. were probably too highly raised by the descnptmhnof
those who had gone before us; yet when in flower it must be a con-
spicuous object, and in all stages of growth suits well for the fore-
d of a picture. -
ng the most singular of the productions of Atlﬂmhwrare the
pears, as they are called. These have a close external resem-
‘the fruit whose name they bear, but are ligneous' wit
of thaﬁ'mts isa cherry, whose stone is external,, a f

murked ‘how different the « forest ” 50 call
is from what is understood by the term elsewhere
_is_not the only remarkable appearance,
fohage is- also extraordinary. The h
Jeaves, and every- thing betoken$-that -perefinial
er of thmgs. These two features combmd

nto existence: after a lapse of ;
ri g the same year. ~ That tl
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! ' remark, that. the leaves of }the tms are wood, and their wood -
is not inappropriate to most of thb plants of ‘this country. It is
jever, to be inferred that all the plants are different from those
« countries; so “far from this s ‘being the case, a considerable
re of ordinary !brma;was Wﬂn Among these were a greatn. .

" mpﬁé'of grisses, some of which were before considered to be peculiar
.to Notth Amenca:p“Mady oﬂ;é:{erw ly North American were :

,,‘ also " met-with, t'clrcumstm{:e whch.‘*fmm the difference of geogra-
g _ .,phlcdl ‘positipn, distance, and climate, was not to be expected ; but for
;;' g ﬂaesaﬂhtﬁ]svl must refer to the Botanical Report. ;

' em to have been struck with the apparent. monotony of the
senery, foliage, and flora, although in reality the latter presents great
viriéty. The-general sentiment was, that they were fatigued by it,

which is not a little surprising, as the Australian Flora rivals in number
of species: ﬂu.t of Brazﬂ. This fedmg may be accounted for bty gkg

?Bof .a dark sombre green. Thore is also somethmg m ﬁnexgﬁnmi
nnence of underbmah.. and the trees are“ S0 diqtant fr “one aaother

Wﬂ

S

s

I Wdlsﬁ'}ﬁt a btqu ;
d adl th eof the ¢
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term&i the g\'m:y of‘zvms«m Wales hereﬂw cr‘bps seIdom if mf E

fall. and are very abundq.ntm
1 had the. pleaaure of vxsumg the

-Sm./giof the—Hon. Mr. M’Leay
It is snuated on Elizabeth *Bay, 'beyomf or*wuﬁn Wooloomoloo. ¢
- The house, which displays much taste, is built of sandstone‘ and 1s"
situated beneath a hill, and on a knoll about fifty feet above the
water. In front of it is a lawmbouqded by a parapet wall, and between
this and the water ‘are several acres of land very tastefully laid out as
an arboretum and flower-garden. Copses of native trees have been

# judiciously left on the.north and south sides of the gtounds, andpot
only protect them from the injurious winds, but add greatly to their

¢

.

beauty. A splendxdnspecxmen of the Acrostichum grande, or'@tag Ck

horn, from Moreton'Bay, was seen suspended from' a tree.




2, ‘{;'he ﬂomf.gmnw

-»do,crecht to any part of the world.
Norfolk Island pine, and thaf
Cﬁnmnghamﬁ,) thought by Some tobe

“native Bagnomas and passxon«ﬁowers, into the kitc
These we found well stocked.with fruit and wve -
* European kinds, which seem to thrive particularly well here.
kindness, attention, and hospxt&lify, wiﬂz whichrwe were S
& meqﬂad, will ‘long be gratefully “remembered. *o Mr. M’Lesy, : ¥
Expedition is indebted for much aid, and " ﬂu'ongh him our collections . ..
were increased: The English oak thrives well, and many fine speci~ :
mewwf,at were seen. From the information 1 have recelved v&ry
s many of the Australian plants succeed admirably in England. © " i%
#  'The soil of Sydney consists of black mould, mixed with a  clean
white sand. The quantity of sand is such, as in the dry seasons to
aflect the vegetation. This sand I understood is now exported to
England at a great profit, being found a valuable article u;“ilﬂd‘,
manufacture of plate glass. - This soil, however, is made to ymﬁ*i P -
plenufd'm of fruits and vegetables; and the display exhlbx%
’ﬁi ltural Exhibition was highly creditable, not only for
“to which the productions had been brought, but for their-
pariety, The exhibition was held in the large market-house in
,SMet, which was tnstefully decorated for the occas -
es and festoons of flowers. In front of the ‘
nec oﬁ'”beadm flowers, with the motto « Advas

4m0}ya Barclayana, and for two species of Ca
maryllis belladonna and um
ens; and several Pmlﬁmy;_‘ 'nﬁ‘ng
ses, &y all e, |
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of potatoes, carrots, turnips, very large pumpkms, cucumbers, cabbagea
of different kinds and very fine, particularly the curled Savoy and early
York, tomatoes, celery, squashes, vegetable marrow, beets, capsicums,
and beans.

_Aftet the vegetables came speclmens of native wines, and a silver

cup was given as a premium for the best. The white wine resembled

hock in taste; the red, claret. The climate is thought to be favourable
to the production of the grape. The first wine made in the colony
was by Mr. Blaxland, on his estate at Newington.

The premiums were silver medals. A very handsome gold one was
exhibited, which was to be given the next year for the best crop of
wheat.

There was a large concourse of visiters, all seemingly much inte-
rested in the exhibition, which was open from one o’clock until six.
The proceeds of the exhibition of the following day were for the benefit
of the poor. o

There are a variety of other fruits and vegetables grown near
Sydney, which, being out of season, were not exhibited ; but to show
the great variety this climate produces it is as well to mention them,
viz.: English cherries, plums, raspberries, figs, water and musk-melons,
filberts, citrons, lemons, strawberries, granadillas, olives, and a species
of cherimoyer; and for vegetables, asparagus, cauliflower, lettuce,
radishes, spinach, broccoli, artichokes, egg-plant, mustard, and capers.

They have many imported varieties of grapes. Sir John Jamison
is now making experiments on his estate to ‘effect their successful
growth, and manufacture wine. He has obtained cultivators both from
Madeira and the Rhine, to superintend his vineyard and vintage.
The reports made yearly to the Agricultural Society, hold out well-

. founded hopes of success.
- Several good nurseries of fruit trees exist in the vicinity of Para-
. matta, and the Botamcal Garden at Sydney also furnishes trees to the
sy cultivaters, &
v The grains grown in n the colony are, wheat, rye, barley, Indian corn,
© and oats. The wheat yields from six to twenty-five bushels to the
 acre, and some 18w ground as high as thirty-five bushels. Its weight
- per bushel is sixty-two pounds.  The crops of this grain are subjcct to
great fluctuations, and the most promising appcarance may ina smgle
'day be enumly destroyed

squent frosts render it a very uncer{ain crop.
- %idh has been attempted, but with little success.

The value of
and nq{ pmﬁ.tab]c yield in sheep-walks, will long be a bartn i
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ive cultivation of any plants thut require much labour in
 their ‘ﬁuctwn. Our horticulturist remarks, that cherries do ‘ot
»awzcwd well, being affected by the dry cuttmg winds which occur in

~ the blossoming season.

~ The orange, citron, and lemtrees present a scraggy and’ yellow
arance, and produce small and insipid fruoit, in comparison with
“that of the tropics. Peaches thrive, and grow in large quantities, and
of high flavour. Every farmer has his peach orchard and the fruit
s 50 plenty that they fatten their pigs on them. - :

The natives of Australia are fast disappearing. The entire abongl-
nal population has been estimated as high as two hundred thousand;
this estimate is founded on the supposition that the unexplored re-
gions of the country do not differ materially from that part of it
which is known, which cannot well be the case. ~Other estimates, and
pr&ab}y much nearer the truth are given at from sixty to seventy-five
thousand. - g “

'The ravages of intoxication and disease, combined with their occa-
sional warfare, will readily account for the rapid disappearance of the
native population; and but a few more years will suffice for the now
scanty population to become extinct. In 1835, the Surveyor-General,
Mitchell, estimated that in about one-seventh of the whole colony,
which he had examined, the natives did not exceed six thousand in
number; they are in many parts most wretched-looking beings, and
mcomﬁble beggars. the moment they see a stranger, he is fairly
ormented to  give something ; a shlllmg or a sixpence contents many,
nd when laid out for rum, or bread, is shared by all present.”
'The mtrodmtmn of European arts has camd ‘but i

artxcles.
bougbs nd ,b_a’rk piled up against the aump'ﬁ' ’ t
from the wind than for a mguhr habithti
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can enter such a hut, take shelter in it, lying upon the soft bark of the
ti tree.

NATIVE HUT, NEW SOUTH WALES.

The natives of Australia differ from any other race of men, in
features, complexion, habits, and language. Their colour and features
assimilate them to,the African type; their long, black, silky hair has
a resemblance to the Malays; in their language they approximate
more nearly to our American Indians; while there is much in their
physical traits, manners, and customs, to which no analogy can be
traced in any other people.

The natives are of middle height, perhaps a little above it; they are
slender in, make, with long arms and legs. From their wmdermg
life, irregular habits, and bad food, they are extremely meager; and
as their thinness is accompanied by considerable protuberance of the
abdomen, it gives to their figure a distorted and singular appearance.
The cast of the face is between the African and Malay; the forehead
usually narrow and high; the eyes small, black, and deep-set; the
nose much depressed at the upper part between the eyes, and widened
at the base, which is done in infancy by the mother, the natural shape
‘being of an aquiline form ; the cheek-bones are high, the mouth large,
and furnished with strong, well-set teeth; the chin frequently retreats;
the neck is thin and ghort. Their colour usually approaches chocolate,
a_deep umber, or reddish black, varying much in shade; and indi-
viduals of pure blood are sometimes as light-coloured as mulattoes.
~ Their most smkmg distinction is their hair, which is like that of dark-
_'.',lvmred Europeans, although more silky. It is fine, disposed to curl,

and ‘gives them a totally different appearance from the African, and -

also from the Malay, and American Indian. Most of them have thick
beards and whiskers, and they are more hairy than the whites. The
Mornons of two of them will be found in the table of comparative

g’txom at the end of the fifth volume.

ey are 'd;ﬁ;ph to manage, taking oﬁ'ence euﬂy when they are
w‘;’wﬁq uay‘ one atiempis to contxol, thwart, or restrain théﬁ‘ i
: e ;
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wandering habits, they at once resort to the woods, and resume their
primitive mode of life, subsisting upon fish, grubs, berries, and occa-
sionally enjoying a feast of kangaroo or opossum-flesh. They eat
the larvae of all kinds of insects with great gusto. Those who reside
upon the coast, fish with gigs or spears, which are usually three-
pronged ; they have no fish-hooks of thelr own manufacture.

NATIVE OF AUSTRALIA,

When they feel that they have been injured by a white settler, thcy
gratify their revenge by spearing his cattle; and it is said upon good

u‘horlty, that not a few of the whites, even of the better class, will,
whén they can do so with impunity, retaliate in the blood of these
wrmhed natives; and it is to be regretted that they are not very
scrupulous in distinguishing the guilty from the mnocent.

The natives of New South Wales are a proud, high-tempered race::
each man is independent of his neighbour, owning no superior, and
exncting no deference; they have not in their language any word
ignifyin, "a chief or superior, nor to command or sérve. Each indi-
J thcwimurce of his own comforts, ard the artificer of his own
hOMMI:‘Hmp]ements and weapons; and but for the love of com-
panion i? he might live with his family apart and isolated from the

est thhwt sacnﬁcmg\any advantages whatever. They have an air
[ i s and msoleugp arising from this mdapendehce, mﬁ.

in ‘1wiH md ce‘tb.cm to ackne f:m'
W arks
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prefix « Mr.,” and this he thinks is chiefly owing to the habit acquired
when children under his authority. Al others, of whatever rank, they
address by their Christian or surname. This does not proceed from
ignoranee on their part, as they ame known to understand the distine-
tions of rank among the whites, and are continually thnessmg the
subservience and respect exacted among them. They appear to have
a consciousness of independence, which causes them, on all occasions,
to treat even the highest with equality. On being asked to work, they
usually reply, ¢ White fellow work, not black fellow ;” and on entering
a room, they never remain standing, but immediately seat themselves.

They are not great talkers, but are usually silent and reserved.
They are generally well-disposed, but dislike to be much spoken to,
particularly in a tone of raillery. An anecdote was mentioned of a
gentleman amusing himself with a native, by teasing him, in perfect
good-humour, when the man suddenly seized a billet of wood, threw
it at him, and then in a great rage rushed for his spear. It was with
great difficulty that he could be pacified, and made to know that no
insult was intended; he then begged that they would not talk to him
in that manner, as he might become wild and ungovernable. They
look upon the whites with a mixture of distrust and contempt, and to
govern them by threats and violence is found impossible. They are
susceptible of being led by kind treatment, but on an injury or insult
they immediately take to the bush, and resume their wandering habits.
They do not carry on any systematic attacks, and their fears of the
whites are so great, that large companies of them have been dispersed
by small exploring parties and a few resolute stockmen.

Though they are constantly wandering about, yet they usually con-
fine themselves to a radius of fifty or sixty miles from the place they
consider their residence. If they venture beyond this, which they
sometimes do with a party of whites, they always betray the greatest
fear of falling in with some Myall or stranger blacks, who they say
would put them to death immediately.

Their great timidity has caused a false estimate to be put upon their
character, by asgribing to it great ferocity ; and, as an instance of it,
it is mentioned, that if a party of natives be suddenly approached in
the interior, who are unacquainted with white men, and taken by sur-
prise, supposing that they are surrounded and doomed to death, they
~make the most furious onset, and sell their lives as dearly as possible :
this arises from the panic with which they are seized, depnvmg them
temporarily of reason. o

They have not, properly speaking, any distribution into mhes In
their conflicts, those speaking the same language, » who have
fought side by side, are frequenﬁv drawn up in battlemmy against
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_ each other, and a short time after may be.again seen acting together, -
" Their | conflicts, for -they do mot d?éaé;‘ve ‘the name of wars, are con-
ducted - after the followmg mnnher. The quarrel or mlsunderstandn)k
generally arises from some tnvlaha‘ﬂ'alr ~when _the aggrieved party
assembles. his ‘neighbours to. consult ibem relative to the course to-be
pursued 'I‘he general. opinion hamg “been ﬂeclared a messénger is
sent to announce their - intention fo commence. hostilities ‘to the oppo-
site party, and to fix a day. for the combat.. The latter ummediately
assemble their friends, and- make .preparations for - the -approaching
contést. The two parties' on the day asmgned meet, - accompanied
by the women and children. - The first onset is made by the oldest
women (hags they might be termed) vituperating the ‘opposite side.
Then a- warnor advances, and several ‘throws of spears take place.
These are parried with much dexterny, for all the ‘natives possess
great art and skill in avoiding missiles with then' shields. - This ex-
change of missiles  continues for; some time, and not. unf:equemly ends
’wnhout any fatal result. When one of either party is killed, a separa-
tion takes place, succeeded by another course of recrimination, after
which explanations are made, the affair terminates, and hosuhty is at
“an end; the two. parues meet amxcably, bury the dead, and join in'the
corrobory dance. 4 v
These dances are not ouly the usual olose of their combats, but are
frequent in time of peace. They appear .almost necessary to:stir up
their blood ; and under.the excitement they produce, the whole nature
of the people seems to be changed.  To a spectator, the -effect of one
nf these exhibitions almost “equals that of a; tragsc melodrame
A suitable place for the performance is selected -in the. nexghbour-
m of their: lmt,s - Here a fire: is built by tbe vmmeil and ‘boys,
-such of lhe imen as are to ’eake a sharein the-exhxbxt;on', usually
about twenty in nhmber, dxsappear torarrange their persons. When
these preparat;ons are compleied, and the fire: burns brightly, the per-
formers are séen advancmg in the guise of ‘as many skeletons. This
effect is produced by means of pxpe-clay, with which they paint broad
white lines on their arms and legs, and: on the heag, while others of
less bem drawn -across the body, to. correspond to . the. ribs.
The" ;{ume consists in beating time on their shields, and- singing, and
1o it th&hﬁgémanta of the dancers.conform." J@mnst;:otbg ﬁnpposed
that this. exlpbmqn ‘is'a-dance .in our aen,se;of the word, nor is it like
any thing that we'saw in the South Sea islands. It consists of violent
and oddmwgments of 1he ﬁrmﬁ, legs, and ‘body, contortions and vio-
lent m;mn&amtmge ai:gqst t9 ﬁgmy ’i‘he perforimvg
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This action continues for a time, and then the skeletons, for so I may
term them, for they truly resemble them, suddenly seem to vanish and
reappgar. The disappearance is effected by merely turning round, for
the fighres are painted only in front, and their dusky forms are lost by
mingling with the dark background. The trees illuminated by the fire,
are brought out with some of the figures in bold relief, while others
were indistinct and ghost-like. All concurred to give an air of wildness
to the strange scene. As the dance proceeds, the excitement increases,
and those who a short time before appeared only half alive, become full
of animation, and finally were obliged to stop from exhaustion.

These corroborys are the occasion of much intercourse among the
tribes, as they frequently make visits to each other for the sole purpose
of carrying a ‘new song for the dance. They have several kinds of
these dances, which appear to be their only amusement. In their music
they do not sound any of the common chords, and the only accompa-
niment was a kind of bass, as written below, which was in fact only a
very deep-toned grunt, sounded, as ho, ho, ho, very deep in the throat.
At the end of each dance they finished with a loud whoo, or screech,
an octave above the key-note.
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The above is thought by Mr. Drayton not to be entirely native

music, but the fpllowing he has no doubt of;; the words are given as
he heard them.
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0 man gar. . merry own dunbar ; run  mwun gar,
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The above, as well as those which follow, were obtained from a
native who was on his way with the new song to his tribe.
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We have seen that the combats, of which mention has been made,
are attended with little loss of life; nor are their set battles bloody. In
all their contests they seem to act upon certain principles, well esta-
blished in their code of honour, and firmly adhered to. According to
eye-witnesses of their battles, these are conducted with system and
regularity. On one occasion, the parties advanced towards each other
drawn up in three lines, with the women following in the rear, and
when they had arrived within a few rods of each other, they threw
their boomerengs or curved sticks. These, as they fell among their
opponents, were picked up by the women, and given to the warriors,
who-hurled them back to their original owners, by whom they were
again used.  When these weapons were lost or broken, they then had
recourse to their spears, which they threw, parried, and returned in
like manner. They then closed and fought hand to hand with their
clubs, for a considerable time. Their extraordinary quickness of eye,
alertness, and agility of movement, protect them from much harm ; and
their th{ckness of skull may also be taken into account, for nothing
- worse than a few bruises and broken limbs resulted. The fight
- gradually dwindled down to a f‘/ gle combat between two of the most
determined warriors, and when one of these was knocked down by a
‘stunning blow, another took his place and continued the ﬁght nnui.pne
was mevarely injured. = Therbattle then terminated,

w

‘



| &' rather a WW MJ*H Mtdewé*n'ﬂne &ccused or
llepged party extends his head, with the crown uppermost, towards
ersary, who strikes a blow® with ' his utmost force with a waddy,
hich is  th ‘weapon they usually earry about ‘hem, and with which
~ the; pumsh their wives, who exhibit generally many marks from the
u!é Jﬁ. ~The challenger then presents his head in return, and blows
‘  continued alternately, until one or the other is disabled, or
bot§ declare themselves satisfied. Those who have witnessed these
encounters are quite astonished that every blow does not stun or kill,
for each of them would be fatal to a white man; but the great thickness
of their skulls‘ enables them to sustam this violence with but little
injury. ' .

Their weapons are the spear, club, or nulla-nulla, boomereng,
dundumel, and the bundi, of which drawings are given in the tail-
piece at the end of the last chapter. Their spears are about ten feet
long, and very slender, made of cane or wood tapering to a point,
which is barbed. They are light, and one would scarcely be inclined
to believe that they could be darted with any force; nor could they
without the aid of the wammera, a straight flat stick, three feet in
lengtb, termmntmg in a socket of bone or hide, into whwh the end of

the W is fixed. The wammera is grasped in the right hand by
three fingers, the spear lying between the fore-finger and thumb.
Previous to throwing it, a tremulous or vibratory motion is given to it,
which is supposed to add to the accuracy of the aim; in projecting the
spear, the wammera is retained in the hand, and the use of this simple

~ contrivance adds greatly to the projectile force given to the Jgpour.

~ They are well practised in the use of these weapons.

 The nulla-nulla, or uta, is from thirty to thirty-six inches ln leugth

the handle being of a size to be conveniently grasped. .

" The dundumel i8 a weapon used by the natives of the intano\'“ﬂ!

‘has a curved flat handle thirty inches in length, and terminates ina

; gmjve mm unlike a hatchet; it is thrown from the hand before -
P ion ¢ rtara, ‘and usually at a very short distanm v

eﬂong and two inches wide by three
~or crooked in the centre, forming an
t s one would conclude it was a wooden moﬁ.
m‘ly made ; indeed one of
pa  use bo%bforwarandmthec

m efﬁcmnt h boeh,-and mi
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CHAPTER VII.

AIHSTORY,GOVERNMENT,ANDSOCIALSTATE
OF NEW SOUTH WALES.

1839.

New Sovrn Wares is known in the United States almost by its
name alone.

It happened from the circumstances of our visit, that we were
enabled to obtain much information in relation to this rising colony.

Australia, or New Holland, of which New South Wales is as yet
~ the most important part, requires no description of its dimensions and
geographical position. It is sufficient to note the fact that it possesses
a sca-coast of the vast extent of eight thousand miles. It was first
discovered by the Dutch, while engaged in exploring the coast of
New Guinea, who saw the portion of it to the south of Endeavour
Straits, and gave it a name from that of their own country, in 1606.
A few months after this discovery, Louis de Torres made the north-
eastern point of Australia.

In 1616, Theodoric Hartog fell in with that part of the western
coast which lies within the tropic and latitude 28° 8. This he called
Endracht’s Land, after the name of his vessel.

In 1618, the coast between latitude 11° and 15° 8., reaching from
the Gulf of Carpentaria to Cape Talbot, was seen by Zeachem.

In 1628, De Witt and Carpenter discovered that part of the western

coast known as We Witt’s Land, and surveyed the Gulf of Carpentaria.

In 1667, Van Nuyt sailed along the southern coast, from Cape
Leeuwm to Spencer’s Gulf; and to this part of Australia hu M
has of late been restored upon the maps.
- Tasman, i in !643, discovered Van Dmmen’u Land, whach m'
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already mentioned had been forgotten, Cook explored the eastern
‘coast, from Cape Home to Cape York, and called its wholw‘)xtent
New South Wales.

Researches were again suspended,until after the establishment of the
convict colony, and in 1798 Flinders and Bass discovered the straits
which bear the name of the latter, which separate Van Diemen’s from
the main land, and sailed around that island. To the country adjacent
to these straits, the name of Bass’s Land was given; and in 1803,
Grant explored the coast to the west of it. Flinders, who was for
several years engaged in making surveys on the eastern coast, also
connected the land discovered by Grant, with that of Van Nuyt, and
re-examined the latter. It is to Flinders that we owe our most precise
knowledge of the general geographical features of the eastern and
southern coast of Australia; and since the close of his labours,
Captain P. P. King, of H. B. M. Navy, has been engaged, and other
officers are now assiduously employed, in surveying ¢he northern coast.
The interior, as has been already stated, has been made the subject of

_numerous exploriug tours by the surveyors of the colony, and other

persons employed by the British government.

The territory included under the name of New South Wales is the
eastern portion of Australia, and extends from the twenty-third to the
thirty-eighth degree of south latitude. The power of its governor,
however, extends further, and within his jurisdiction are included the
whole eastern coast, from Cape York to Wilson’'s Promontory, or
between latitude 10° 87’ and 39° 2' S.; with the country inland as far
as the meridian of 129° E. Moreton Bay on the northern, and Port
Philip on the southern coast, with Norfolk Island, and all others
between it and the coast, are also placed under his authority,

The epoch whence the history of the colony dates, is the year 1787,
when the eastern coast was chosen by the British government as the
site of a penal colony. The convicts hold so prominent a part in the
events which have occurred since that period, that their history may
be almost considered as that of New South Wales.

Botany Bay, in consequence of extravagant ideas formed of its
excellence as a harbour, and the fertility of the ceuntry around it,
was the portion chosen for the settlement, The first gang of convicts
sent out was composed of six hundred male and two hundred and
fifty female criminals, who were guarded by a body of troops con-

sisting of two hundred officers and soldiers. About forty of the
_ soldiers were married, and hafl their wives and children with them:
Thewholowere nnder the dlrectmn of Captain Philips, who held the




The expedmbn, in q&!ﬁrmﬂy to the mstrucuons, proceeded in the

first hxanoe to Botany“ Bay. This, to their disappointment, was’

found an unsafe harbour; and the country far from suitable for the
intended purpose. On exploring jthe coast, they unexpectedly found,
about seven miles to the northward, a capacious and beautiful harbour,

which Cook had reported as fit only for boats ; this, which they called

Port Jackson, proved to be adapted to the intended purpose, and to it
they removed. The people of the colony were landed on the 26th of
January, 1788. The Governor delivered an address to his settlers on
the 7th of February, strongly recommending marriage to the con-
victs; and in consequence of this admonition, fourteen marriages took
place the succeeding week.

In 1790, one of the severe droughts to which the country is liable
occurred, and the colony was reduced to great distress for provisions.
All the live-stock, which had been imported for breeding, was killed
off for food, and the inhabitants were reduced to an ear of corn per day.
From the exhaustion which prevailed, all labour was suspended.

In February, 1792, the first lieutenant-governor arrived. He was

also commandant of the New South Wales corps. This corps was

specially raised for service in the colony, and was one of the greatest
evils under which it suffered for many years.

In December, 1792, Governor Philips returned to England.

In September, 1795, Governor Hunter arrived, and assumed the
direction of affairs. His administration lasted until 1802.

During the interregnum between Governors Philips and Hunter,
Captain Paterson acted as governor.

In 1794, the first free settlers arrived in the colony.

The officers of the New South Wales corps soon became merchants,
and dealt in all that was issued from the public stores. Rum was the
great article of traffic; and an act was passed, that on the arrival of
any vessel with stores, an issue of spirits from her cargo should be
made to each officer in proportion to his rank.

The officers also obtained the manifest of every vessel that arrived,

selected what they thought proper from her cargo, and afterwards

disposed of it to ¢he soldiers, settlers, and convicts, at a large profit.
They claimed the privilege of importing spirits, which was refused

to others, and of selling it to the non-commissioned officers, many of .

whom held licenses to sell spirits by retail. In this way, many of

_ the officers of the New South Wales corps realized large sums by
~trade, and counteracted all the endeaﬂ;urs of the governor to xeﬁe ;
~ reform in the colony. -

In Saphmber, 1800, Captam ng assumed his duties as goWr,
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in- nglnnd became mwrested, was mcorporatzd under a:

persons

charter. The avowed obyectsqf this association were to further

mpmvement of the cultivation of land in New South Wales, and
‘ u.nd ﬁue«woolled sheep The capxtal of




e easily w : :
s to contend with, % these sloo are to be added the con

, the two parties, as to whetha' th.ls shall rema,m a pe
ony or become a free one. A

is only to beswondered that it should have continued to ﬂmmsh,
i : all the 1mped1mcn s it has met with from misrule and
. ng out of a neglect to establish any well-combined
of pohcy in its early stages. The governors, for wani of any

proxpecuve regulations for the weﬂ-bemg of the colony. ;
831 Governor Dar]mg was superseded by Sn' Rlchard Bouf'ﬁe.

man came into office, the pohcy of selling landl, mstoad of m&kmg‘
ec gmnta,was adopted; this was_ qmmdend an 1mportant obmge
the o@onm,, : W : ‘




.nsmg commumty and ‘the conviets Qhemselves,
vours mdisenmmately He com

fmm smh:' ar qm’m, and the pmﬁmon with which Jand m
> class of emancipated convicts, whether
: »%piuﬁon of their term fo

: mkmed posmve irmty ‘




fthegm'd vellelj are |
are usually lodged in the poop-cabin.
' he discipline of the ship on bo I
E@md. The usual and most %cﬁzﬂ? puﬁ"

in reducing the most refractory male convicts to order, but
found & efficacious in the female convict-ship ; for,
‘box, they would bawl so loudly, and use their tongues
fm t was found necessary to increase the

_ over upon ‘those who persist in using their tongues‘ !imi acﬁd 0]
occupant as a shower-bath, the cooﬁng effect of wbldlwai 3

ntenances 1 should hardly have been inclined to
1 been the perpetrators of hemous crimes.

opposed to the change in the aasxgnmont system for wk
suchw'" ﬁne body of men is seen, the reason is easily un
) ofsmsﬁstrongandhalepemmto‘ mmfs
of t r

t system caase 19&ed upon
must Be_‘dbolrshcd if




« : r exacted from them is about fpvo-
ﬁmﬂd bevremﬁed mEnghnd They are mmd

ﬁ‘omhﬁlast mﬂnctmm For refrwtory conduct, they»my
: e nearest magistrate, who orders punishment on the oathﬂaﬁ'
ster. - The magistrate has also power to send them to the nearest
hmh-gang%loyed on public works. Here they are W in
Srdm‘nﬂ kept on séaitry food for a limited penod aﬁei'

bn arriving are asslgned to persons in Sydney and othat towns, the
consequem"of which is that they are exposedto ﬂre bontammatio'm




added in tobacco, sugar, ‘Yea, aﬂf?gmg n'\&’kes
double.  These addmons’ilwe '

: s0 Imle, that, in order to save hw emp, !
ﬁie extra mdulgences.

nqthing!ﬁ*the character of the convxcts, and, as I learned from mgood
source, no record is kept, or sent with the convicts themselves. The
: Board is entirely ignorant of their character or’¢rimes, and thwean S
_exercise no discrimination in assigning the convict to. the hands of a
| or of: ahnrd master. The gmtestvdl&ms may, W fall

h more than he deserves. 7o
: ',pumshment of transportation must contmue very uneqnt&ﬁ

:W in their vices.

any misbehaviour, they are, as has been seen, ‘mbpuéo severe
pon their master’s making oath before a mag’lm ﬁl
y drives the culpm or convict to furthor crm:. m@'ﬁ\




‘for shght crimes.
Fe emépwhose who have vmwd this cokmy can be

e of Trampbmﬁon in 1835 will show it in its :
.%he tmnber of convicts in the colony of New |

a e;wwncts to the amﬁ-gangs and weadmll} #nd er
cells of the factory.” .
lati




( Ths pmoners sleep in hammocks, swﬁng
few feet above the ﬁoor. A whlppnw was

Th ...female cqchts who do not conduct ihemselm
the factory at. Paramatta, where they a0 ¢

atBuamam is situated on thc river, qm
~from the - of the town, near the place where the steambe

It is a large stone building, enclosed with high walls, and
tains one theusand inmates. A part of these are th»ae

: t‘ken these females into their servm, and hu&eeu quite
ret rid of them; for their corrupting mﬂuem‘&ld often
the total zumof.ﬂmg male servamlwho had bea?i‘%stgned i




nd phmng straw.
imagine a more hideous commumty,
jentc could scarcely realize the possis
' produced such an assembla.ge of

ever have existe under faces, in which all traces of gentle
xpression have long since been annihilated, and where the countenance
w indicates only the prevalence of the baser passions. Pl

- Some of the rooms were crowded, the inmates sitting on two I'OW‘L:z_"

of benches. Upon our entrance they dxscontmued their occupations,
and snlmad us wlfb disgusting leenng &oes, starmg at us with a

wxsh’l%ould say as much for the puéoners themselves thtj;quere dirty 4
and slovenly in their appearance, and were clothed sin a coarse drug , .'M
mepuimkercw of cotton. : &7
- The dxsc&ﬂm wvery strict, and maintained by a person
- one time was the most unmanageable convict they ever had co
»’)here. She now holds the place of matron, and has the
~of the femum under the supervision of Mr. Bell who is. thempenn-
‘tendent of | whole establishment. ‘
Until she was appointed, no sort of order was mainta
undmood that her conduct has been excellent since
She is a tall masculine woman, of some intelligence, 2 3
hfulness of manner that shows she is an adept at her busi-
e told us that the punishment for misconduct was solitary

! ent, on bread ‘and ‘water, and for smaller rmsdemeanours,

‘from the mfant to the child of seven or eight years
all lookd healthy, were very playful, aud appeared to






