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it he believ thltmmafthelceber' mw’we '
.aground. this time were close in with the barrier, and could
approach no ‘nearr. On this dnyl the Peacock cast of the
sea lead, with Six’s thermometer attached, to the
ndred and fifty fathoms, only a short distance from
perature of the surface was 31°, and at the depth s
mmm of a mile, mhoby-east.

‘ Mma bng (Signed) J H. North.
me evemw noted in hxs Journal, a marked appgg . “‘3'“




r n us ;Msu,wnfapmofﬂmwahadmnw&hiha
—an oceurrence from which the feeling of great danger is inseparab
The watch was called by the officer of the deck, to be in readi

execute such orders as might be necessary for theaqﬁa;yﬁ?a he

Many of those from below were seen hurrying up the
XM rasing. their eyes to discover the WW

.*those'
The ship still moving rapidly alo
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extraordmry w&y, luhmg the smooth sea mm t Mct fbum, and
endeavouring -apparently to extricate himself from some annoyance.
As he appmhd”the ship, the struggle continuing ‘and ‘becoming
more violent, it was perceived that a fish, nppamn&y'qbont twenty
feet long, held him by the jaw, his contortions, spouting, and throes all
betokening the agony of the huge monster. The whale now threw
himself at full length from the water with open mouth, his pursver still
hangmg to the jaw, the blood issuing from the woun&ai&dyemg the
sea to a distance around; but all his flounderings were ﬁ»q-wﬂ, /
his pertinacious enemy still maintained his hold, and was e ' ey rﬁ
getting the advantage of him. Much alarm seemed to {-eﬁ%?’%y%. b
many other whales around. These “killers,” as they are ct #
+ of a brownish colour on the back, and white on the bellyr\mﬁﬁ'bhg
dorsal fin. Such was the turbulence with which they passed, that a o
m""vxew,could not be had of them to make out more mearly the
) fish attack a whale in the same way as dogs bait |
‘worry him to death. They are armed with strong sharp
d generally seize the whale by the lower jaw. It is said that
y part of them they eat is the tongue. The whalers give some
‘accounts of these killers and of their immense strength;
1, that they have been known to drag a whduaway from
| s which were towing it to the ship. SRR R
- There was a great quantity of animalcule in the water, and some
large squids (Medus®) and quantities of shrimp were frequently seen :
about the icebergs; these are no doubt the attracuons whxch brmg k2o )
ales to frequent these seas. o e |
" The last two days we had very many beautiful mow-m petrelsi“'-«‘;: &
~about. The character of the ice had now become entirely cha
Tha mbular-ﬁormd icebergs prevailed, and there was compa

’ tdgf% ile in length, and from one hundred and fifty to two

re mﬂwm. with sides perfectly smooth, as though they had
h s, again, exhibited lofty arches of many-c %
caverns, open to the swell of the sea, wlﬁé’n
loud and distant thunderings. The flight of bwﬂg' X
t of th&b‘ct\rems, recalled the recollection of TW<
“and caves, whiles here and there a bold pro;mwé’* ‘
witht ﬁmc‘les and turrets, resembled some Golluc‘ & e

" voices, reverberated fmnmhe massive and g oot W

e tabular bergs are like
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kY vetbnl demptaon of t-ﬁum can.do little to convey the
to the imagination of one who has not been among them. 1f
y immense city of ruined alabaster palaces can be imagined, of every
ariety of shape and tint, and confposed of huge piles of buildings
~ grouped together, with long lanes or streets winding irregularly
- through them, some faint idea may be formed of the grandeur and
~ beauty of the spectacle. The time and circumstances under which
- we were viewing them, threading our way through these vast bergs,
- 'we knew not to what end, left an impression upon me of these icy and E
desolate regions that can never be forgotten. -~ el
~22d. It was now, during fine weather, one qunxmued day, but we
had. mcmioml snow-squalls that produced an obscurity that was tan-
taliz The baagt were so vast and maccesslble.ﬁm there was no

from %Vﬁncennga.umﬂ as several mv fl&e“
a little after  a. m,, on the 23d, wuglouou
s the»eteﬁbm occum& on’ board




ANTARCTIC CRUISE.

copper eylinder was covered with mud, and the wnﬁeﬂmsiﬂe of it was L

quite muddy.  They then beat up a short distance to windward, and
again sounded, when, with the line hanging ﬂrﬁéﬁlﬁ, bottom was

reached at three hurdred and twénty fathoms ; the watter brougbt up .

was slate-coloured mud.  The temperature of the water at the surface
was 32°, and at the above depth 273°, being a decrease of 4}°.
The boats now returned, and on approaching the ship the xﬁeuom in
them were much startled by hearing the crew cheer ship in conse-
quence of finding soundings. This was a natural burst of joy, on
obtaining this unquestionable proof that what they saw was indeed the
land ; a circumstance that, while it left no doubt, if any had exist

the mind of any one on board the Peacock, that what they had pmﬁ

ously seen ‘was truly terra firma, furnished a proof that cannot be
gainsaid, even by those disposed to dispute the evidence of snght,
unsupported by so decisive a fact. Mr. Eld and Mr. Stuart mthe

- showed a dilpoutmn to come forward to greqr"
{ it tlmek,Mem stunned him, and before his
was wgll secured. He showed, on coming to himself,
ment at thé ugmmontwhe had received, not only by figh

~ inordinate noise. He was in due time preserved as.

now Mu—msonwwmiugm. In his cms%m
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300 ANTARCTIC CRUISE.

from ils position, as to earry away the starboard wheel-rope, and to
wrench the neck of the rudder itself in such a manner as to render it
unserviceable, or even worse than useless. In hopes of lessening the
difficulty, relieving-tackles were appkied to the tiller, but without effect,
~for it was discovered that the rudder had been so far twisted as to
‘make a considerable angle with the keel, and every exertion to move
it proved ineffectual.

“All hands were now called, and every officer and man was speedily
at his station. The ship was found to be rapidly entering the ice, and
every effort to direct her course by the management of the sails proved
fruitless. In 1lm helpless condition scarcely a moment passed without
a new shock in some quarter or other from the ice, and every blow
threatened instant destruction. The hope was not yet abandoned, that
some temporary expedient might be found to bring the rudder again
into use, until they should be extricated from this perilonl : :
A stage was, therefore, rigged over the stern, for the y

, examining into its state, but it was found tobesom&ch inju _ |t}
~ was impossible to_remedy its defects while in its place, and pr
_ tions were forthwith made for unshipping it. In the me&u»¢
position of the vessel was every instant growing. worse, surr
she was by masses of floe-ice, and driving further and furthe
towards an immense wall-sided iceberg. = All attempts to get the
onxheaﬂm'mk{ubd, in comequenceofhar bamgwMy'
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security, as the vessel hung by the anchors, which were planted in a
large floe. The ice continued to close in rapidly upon them, grinding,
crushing, and carrying away the fenders; and the wind, that had
changed to seaward, rose with appearances that fomboded bad
weather.

At 10" 30™ this security was at an end ; for the anohws, in qﬂd of
the exertions of the officers and men who were near them, broke loose,
and the ship was again at the mercy of huge floating masses. A rapid
stern-board was the consequence; and a contact with an ice-island,
vast, perpendicular, and as high as the mastheads, appeared inevitable.

Every possible preparation was made to meet the expected shock.
There was no noise or confusion, and the self-possession and admi-
rable conduct of the commander inspired courage and confidence in
all. Preparations were made to cockbill the yards, and spars were
got out, -

While these preparanons were going forward, the imminence of the
danger lessened for a while: the anchors again held, and there was a
hope that they might brmg the vessel up before she struck. This
hope, however, endured but for a moment; for the anchors, with the
whole body of ice to which they were attached, came in, and the
ship going astern, struck quartering upon a piece of ice which lay
between her and the great ice-island. This afforded the last hope of
preventing her from coming in contact with it; and this hope failed

also; for, grinding along the ice, she went nearly stern foremost, and

struck ,with her larboard quarter upon the ige-island wnh a tremen-
dous crasl‘f ~ il

- The first effect of this blow was to carry away the Mm
the larboard stern-davit, and to crush the stern-boat. The starboard
stern-davit was the next to receive the shock, and as this is connected
with the spar-deck bulwarks, the whole of them were started; the
kneo,ammmhbomd the davit to the taﬂiml ‘was broken

gmgwny‘ ; .r.m s g (T g ‘Rﬂ TP A
Sevm ~as was thu nhock. :t happeno& fortunately M it WM

; mfeli in her wake. Had ﬂ:mfallen“anly: fcw
: ;wmmt have crushed the vessel to atoms.
 fortu r thwth&placeme 'she struck the ice-i
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passed before she was entirely clear of it. This gave more room for
the drifting ice, and permltted the vessel to be worked by her sails.
.. 'ﬂ\hfékaf from this pressing danger, however gratifying, gave no
awapce of ultimate safety. The weather had an unusually stormy
‘:;__appeatanee, and the destruction of the vessel seemed almost inevita-
_ ble, with the loss of every life on board. They had the melancholy
- alternative in prospect of being frozen to death one after the other, or
perishing in a body by the dissolving of the 1ceberg on which they
should take refuge, should the vessel sink.

When the dinner hour aﬂ‘wed the vessel was again fast in the ice,
and nothing could for a time be done: it was therefore pxped as usual.
This served. to dxvert the mmds of the men from the dangeu around
them. . %

When the meal was over, the former mam:euvrmg was relm'ted to,
the yards being kept swinging to and fro, in order to keep the ship’s
head in the required direction. - ‘She was labouring in the swell, with
ice grinding and’ thumping against her on all sides; every moment
something either fore or aft was carried away—chains, bolts, bob-
stays, bowsprit, shrouds; even the anchors were lifted, com"in‘g down

with a surge that carried away the eyebolts and lashings, and left them -

to hang by the stoppers. The cut-water also was injured, and every

timber seemed to’ groan.

Similar dangers attended those in the boats. Passed Midshipman

Eld was sent to plant the ice-anchors : there was no room for the use
of oars; the gmnﬂmg and grating of the ice, as it rose and fell with the
swell, re!;dﬁred _great precaution necessary to prevent the" boat from
being swamped: or crushed ; and when it is stated that two hours of
hard exertion were reqmred to plant the ice-anchors, some idea of the
difficulty attending this service will be had. But this was not all; the
diﬂiculty of returning was equally great, and no possible way of effect-
ing it seemed to suggest itself. The sides of the icebergs could not be
ascended, wd to approach. the ‘berg on the side .mext the ship was
certain dmon to the boat and crew, for the ice and water were
foaming. W.ﬂmldrm' and to abandon the former was equally out of

the question. : ‘At last a chance offered, although almost a_hopeless
one, by ‘passing befween two. of these bergs, that mpea‘l-ad on the !

other side of a small clear spac
of ice, from which, by greu’t'
at the oars brought them to. the -

“oThe boat was upon a
Hbmm: launched ,,,l ﬁw pﬂg,

assage ; the bergswem'eyingfgg, :
~ and agitated by the m'ﬂ- no time, therefore, was to be lost: the
e @mger was already great, and in a few seconds it would be impossible
They entened their oaﬂ’"mght, and lhey got but halfway -~







foes m:ﬁ‘m lmy direction.
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‘has been related, on the 23d, ﬁ‘M no opening.
 the manner in which the ice moved during the time the
was enclosed in it, I am inclined toalcnbetbe!hernategpu
ing and closing of the passage into the bay, to a tide setting along this
st. «In support of this opinion it is sufficientto sme, that the strength
‘winds egpeuenced on board that vmal‘m at no time nﬁenat




tation in the coast, about twent miles wid :
"dopt'hof about fifteen mlﬂ!,md did. aotgeach ts term
I have called Disappointment Bay it is in hﬁtuﬂbw

racing air: the thermometer in the air 22°, in the water
" The next day, 24th, we stood out of the bay, and ¢ d
_course to the westward. About noon, to my surprise, I learnt that
,of‘the officers, Lxeutenant Underwood had m‘arked on the log-llata

k:olnpass, at the bottom of Dwappomtment Bay. Though confi
that this was not the fact, in order to put this matter at rest, I at once.
- determined to return; although forty mlles distant, and ordered the ship -
~ ahout, to refute the assertion by the | ’s own tesrimony This was
' most effectually done the next mormng,ﬁzmh when the ship reached the
identical spot, and all were fully convinced that no opening existed.
The whole bay was enclosed by a firm bamer of ice, from north-north- o
west to east-northeast. =
The weather proved dehgbtful, with light airs from the southward
determined to take this oppormmty to fill up the water-tanks with
ice. The ship was hove-to, a hawser got in readiness, the boats
lowgred, and  brought alongs:de of an-iceberg well adapted to our

o v PPpC rtuuﬁ Qajkeu to make the magnetic obgap. e

atio to try the local attraction of the ship. P Al
‘ n;n about the ship, of which we were fortunate in s
0 b The day was remarkably clear, aﬁ the same
: Wﬂ of %&s seen that had been witnessed on the 24th. We i
~ filled nineteen of our tanks with ice, after ;-ng anowed ﬂm remain

quired s_tore of ice,‘tmda
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VINGERNEG AMONOST ICE-BELRGE

A seaman, by the name of Brooks, in endeavouring to execute the
order to furl, got on the lee yardarm, and the sail having blown over
the yard, prevented his return. Not being aware of his pdsition until
it was reported to me from the forecastle, he remained there some

fogt time. On my seeing him he appeared stiff; and clinging to the yard

4, and lift. Spilling-lines were at once rove, and an officer with several

- men sent aloft to rescue him, which they succeeded in doing by

passing a bowline around his body and dragging him into the top,

- He was almost frozen to death. Several of the begt men were com-

. pletely exhausted with cold, fatigue, and excitement, and were sent

- below.. This added to our anxieties, and but little hope remained to

. me of escaping: I felt that neither prudence nor foreSight could avail

~in protecting the ship and crew. = All t.hat-cml%’é“tj&ﬂe; “was. to be

“ prepared for any emergency, by kegping ‘every one at his station.

. We were swiftly dashing on, for I felt it necessary to keep the ship

- under rapid way through the water, to enable her to steer and work

quickly. . Suddenly many voices cried out, “Ice ahead!” then; «On-

the weather bow !” and again, “On the lee bow and abeam!” All
hope of,a‘agape seemed in a moment tg-,wq-ni’s}wﬁ;umwe could not, as
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ebergs greatly discoloured
roach the shore nnyneam,l-
nd that seemed accessible, to

ately effected a landing,
ones, gravel. sand, md

‘under the shelf of the
imens were obtamed,

The mﬁs three feet deep, extendmg QWE ) ‘
n&& suﬁcnent water for half-a-dozen ships. The témperam «

‘_@ 6 1sely the same appearance that tha my

from &,hﬂd : E’;Was about eight miles tﬁstmt.
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lﬂ:r space, theday bexag rather %nrable, we
: haee:ghthwdmdmd‘ﬁﬁmﬁdbo ,s. Six’s
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then separates part of this mass o
and is broken mtomany’-'plecel, an
Whlch is in process of fomm"

%ﬁnotsebemg in deepwateru ﬁ'eotosmk- The ac
“on its ouﬁﬂedg& produces fissures or fractures at the poi

ind, thch the frosts increase; ﬂm&m‘d
sSnow, raiﬁ,dgﬁ even fags, being still retamed to the p: nass by
the force of attraction. The fogs have no small mﬁuemin con-
_mbutmg w%e accumulation : some idea mayf be for ;

- eldom mels
The tempergture Mmﬁm ‘summer momhs be&gm)yggbgwb the
‘ of a ‘thoumd feet in duckm%ghb iegmre
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om: theland may be eﬂ’eqtedbyswem
' ot which the violent Wequent t
“% : flicient cause to overcome the attraction which -
iem to the parent mass. In their next stage they exhibit the
;M found fifty or sixty miles from the. land, and

part with their surfaces inclined at a considerable ﬂ% i
n. . This is caused by a change in the position of the
mg fmm a.he abradmg acuon of the waves. s
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rain, may,. :‘.Onqu an
then separates pwrt dhhmss of i

; 'already given the reader some 1dw, of 'hs :
From the accumulation of snow, such a ley ass
rl  flat or tablestopped shape, and continues to increase. As thes

ulate, the field-ice begins to sink, each n (

p hee) &hding to glve«lt more: we:ght

mm being in deep water is free to ﬁlﬁn The
‘”"iu ouwnadgmproﬂuces ﬁqmm or. fmcm a




y miles
‘M‘m hgpdre&tand ﬁfty to. two
la& behind it. m icel

‘of decay, \bdng found ﬁfty or thy miles from the land,.w
»hrt with their surfaces inclined at a coanle




\,Wﬂn mhlanca thur ongmul form
Wﬂ'ﬁum of actually 1

i@-ﬂ!ﬁﬁiﬂ, they inferred fmm the loud cmhaagq. ‘and
s lilhipgnpf the sea on her, that such occurrences had
_ As the bergs gradually become worn by the abrasion
© in many cawﬁm\hrge overhanging shelves, about two or three
2 above the W,Mdmg out ten or twelve feet; the under part of
~ this projecting ag,,eﬂnbas the appearance of a collection of icicles
 hanging from ;\n “The temperature of the'water. when a‘morié‘
iccbergs, was found below ‘or about the freezing point. a7
before spoken of the boulders embedded in' the;cebergu All
v MJ, had an oppertunity of ebserving, apparentlyformed a part
' the nucleus, and were surrounded by extremely compact ice, so
thut they appear to be mnet:ted, with that portion of th 49; ‘that
- would be the last to dissolve, and these boulders would therefore in all
. probability, be carried to the farthest extent of their range mm they
!’ ‘were let loose or deposited. A
~_The ice-islands,’ cmlmng detankmj from &m ongmal phm,v o






