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their pl'im' signs 
of decay. me point of the barrier visited, in longitude 
97° E., latitude 62° 30' S., and were it begins to trend to the we t· 
ward, vast collections of the e islands were encountered. From thill 
point they must paSll to the notthward during the next season, partly 
influenced by the current, and partly scattered by tbe prevailing winds, 
until tbey reach the ixtieth degree of latitude, when they encounter 
the easterly and north-easterly streams that are known to prevail, 
which carry them rapidly to the north. 

Our data for their actual drift, though not altogether positive, are 
probably the best that can be had, and will go far towards ascertain'· 
ing the velocity of their progress to lower latitudes; our observations 
also furnish some estimate of the time in which they are formed. On 
our way south, we did not fall in with ice-islands until we reached 
latitude 61° S. The Peacock was the first to return, and nearly upon 
the track by which we had gone south; the last seen by her was in 
55° S. The Vince~es, on her return fifty days later, saw them in 
51° S. The Porpoise, about the same time, in 53° S. The observa­
tion in the Vincennes gives a distance of ten degrees of latitude, or 
six hundred miles to be passed over in fifty days, which would give 
about half a mile an hour; or, taking the Peacock's observations, a 
more rapid rate would be given, nearly three-fourths of a mjle. Many 
icebergs were met in the latitude of 42° S., by outward·bound ships to 
Sydney, in the month of November; these, I learned, were much worn, 
and shOlWed lofty pinnacles, exhibiting no appiarance of having ever 
been of a t~bular form. These no doubt are such as were detached 
during a former season, and being disengaged from the barrier, would 
be naturally, early the next season, drifted by the easterly current 8S 

well as the westerly wind, and would pursue the direction they give 
them. They would therefore be driven to the northeast as far as the 
southwest winds prevail, and when these veer to the westward would 
receive an easterly direction. It is where these winds prevail that 
they are most frequently found by the outward·bound vessels,-be­
tween the latitud~ of 40° and 50° S. 

• Respecti~ the period of time required for the formation of these 
• ice-islands, mu·ch.ight cbnnot be expected to be thrown on the subject; 
. bat the few facts derived frorn obst!rvations lead to some conclusions. 

Many of them were measured, and th ir a1titude found to be from 
fifty to two hundred and fifty feet; eighty distinct stratifications 
were counted in some of the highest, and in the smallest thirty, 
which appeared to average a little more than two feet in thickness. 



334 
• ANTARCTIC CRUISE. 

Supposing the average fall of snow in these high latit to be_ inch 
a day, or thirty feet a year, the largest icebergs would take mOM than 
thirty years to form. They were s~en by us in all the tages of their 
growth, and all bore unequivocal marks of the same origin. The dis­
tance from the land at which they were forming, fully satisfied me that 
their fresh water could only be derived from the snows, &c. 

The movement of the ice along the coast is entirely to the west­
ward, and all the large ranges of ice-islands and bergs were found in 
that direction, while the eastern portion was comparatively free from 
it. A difference was ·found in the position of the floe-ice by the 
different vessels, ,caused rather by the wina than by the tide. When 
the Vincennes and Porpoise passed the opening by which the Peacock 
entered, it was found closed, although only twenty-four hours had 
elapsed. It has been seen that the ice had much movement during the 
time the Peacock was beset by it, and the bay was all but closed when 
she effected her esr.np". Another instance occurred, where the Por­
poise, in about the longitude of 1300 E., fountf the impracticable 
barrier a few miles further south than the Vincennes did six or seven 
days aft r; but this fact is not to be received as warranting any 
general conclusion, on account of the occurrence of southeast gales 
during the intermediate time. The trials for currents have, for the 
most part, shown none to exist. The Porpoi e, it is true, experienced 
some, but these were generally after a gale. If currents do exist, their 
tendency is westward, which I think the drift of the ice would clearly 
prove. The differencte between the astronomic positions llI!ld those 
given by dead-reckoning, was of no avail here as a t;st,- for the 
courses of the vessels among the ice were so tortuous, that the latter 
could not be depended upon. 

The winds which prevail from the southwest to the southeast occa­
sionally bring cle r weather, interrupted by flurries of snow; the north 
wind is light, and brings thick fogs, attended by a rise of temperature. 
Extremes of weather are experienced in rapid sdccession, and it is 
truly a fickle climate. 

The evidence that an extensive continent lies wit~n the icy barrier, 
must have appeared in the account of my proceedings, but will be, I , . 
think, more forcibly exhibited by a comparison"with t(le aspect of other 
lands in the same southern para'lel. Palmer'S Land, for iostance, 
which is in like manner invested with ice, is so at certain seasone of 

• The fIlct or there being no northerly current along this exteDded line of coast, is a 
.tront proof in my mind of ita being a continent, ~ of a range 'If jslo.nds. 



If 
ANT ARC TIC C R U I S E. 335 

the y~ iJe at others it is quite clear, because strong currents 
prevail there,. which. sweep the ice off to the northeast. Along the 
Antarctic Continent for the whole distance explored, which is upwards 
of fifteen hundred miles, no open :trait is found. The coast, where the 
ice permitted approach, was found enveloped with a perpendicular 
ban-ier, in some cases unbroken for fifty miles. If there was only a 
chain of islands, the outline of the ice would undoubtedly be of another 
form ; and it is scarcely to be conceived that so long a chain could 
extend so nearly in the same parallel of latitude. The land has none 
of the abruptness of termjnation that the islan9s of hjgh outhern lati­
tudes exhibit j and I am satisfied thnt it exists in one uninterrupted line 
of coast, from Ringgold's Knoll, in the east, to Endcrby'~ Land, in the 
we t; that the coast (at longitude 95° E.) trends to the north, and this 
will account for the icy barri .1' existing, with little alteration, where it 
was seen by Cook in 1773. The vast number of ice-islands conclu­
sively points out that there is some extensive nucleus which retains 
them in their posit~on j for I can see no reason why the ice should not 
be disengaged from i lands, if they were such, as happens in all other 
ca es in like latitudes. The formation of the coast is different from 
what would probably be found near islands, soundings being obtained 
in comparatively shoal water j and the colour of the water also indi­
eates that it is not like other southern lands, abrupt and pJ·ecipitous. 
This cause is sufficient to retain the huge masses of ice, by their being 
attached by their lower surfaces instead of their sides only. 

Mu It inquiry and a strong desire has been ~vinced by geologists, ~o 
ascertain the extent to which these ice-islands travel, the boulders and 
masses of earth they transport, and the direction they take. 

From my own observations, and the information I have collected, 
there appears a great difference in the movements of these vast masses; 
in some years, great numbers of them have floated north from the 
Antarctic Circle, and even at times obstructed the navigation about 
the capes. The ·year 1832 was remarkable in this respect; many 
vessels bound round Cape Horn from the Pacific, were obliged to put 
back to Chili, in~onsequence of the dangers arising from ice; while, 
durinO' theJ>receding and following years, little or none was seen: this 
would lead to t~e behef. that great changes must take place in the 
higber l:rtitudes, or the prevalencl'! of some cause to detach the ' ice­
.ialands from the barrier in such great quantities as. to cover almost the 
entire section of the ocean, south of the latitude 50° S. Taking the 
early part of the (southern) spr!ng, as the time of separation, we are 
enabled to make some estimate of the velocity with which they move: 
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many masters of vessels have met them, some six or seven hundred 
miles from the barrierJ from sixty to eighty days after this period, 
which will give a near approximation to our results heretofore 
stated. " 

The season of 1839 and '40 was considered as an open one, from 
the large masses of ice that were met with in a low latitude, by vessels 
that arrived from Europe at Sydney: many of them were seen as far 
north as latitude 42° S. 

The causes that prevail to detach and carry them north, are difficult 
to assign. I have referred to I the most probable onos that woul~ 
detach thorn from the parcnt mass in their formation. Our frequent 
trials of currents, as has been stated, did not give us the assurance that 
any existed; but there is little doubt in my mind that they do prevail. 
I should not, however, look to a surface current as being the motive 
power that carries these immense masses at the rate they move; com­
paratively speaking, their great bulk is below the influence of any 
surface current, and the rapid drift of these mas «!, by winds is still 
more improbable; therefore I conceive we must look to an under 
current as their great propeller. In one trial of the deep-sea thermo­
meter, we found the temperature beneath, four degrees warmer than 
the surface. Off Cape Horn, the under tcmperature was found as cold 
as among the ice itself; repeated experiments have shown the same to 
occur in the Arctic regions. From this I would draw the conclusion 
that changes are going on, and it appears to me to be very reasonable 
to suppo e, that at periods, currents to and from the poles sleould at 

" times exist; it is true, we most generally find the latter to • prevail, as 
far as our knowledge of facts extends, but we have not sufficient infor­
mation yet to decide that there is not a reflow towards the pole; the 
very circumstance of the current setting from the higher latitudes, 
would seem a good argument that there must be some counter-current 
to maintain the level of the waters. These masses, then, are mo t 
probably carried away in the seasons when the polar streams are the 
strongest, and are borne along by them at the velocity with which 
they move: that these do not occur annually may be inferred from 
the absence of ice-islands in the lower latitudes; a~d that it is not 
from the scarcity of them, those 'who shared thee dangers of the 
Antarctic cruise, will, I have littl doubt, be ready to testify; for, 
although great numbers of them studded the ocean that yeUl', yet the 
narrative shows that vast numbers of them were left. 

The specific gravity of the icc varies very much, as might naturally 
be expected; for while some of it is porous and of a snowy texture, 
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othe dOftlposed of a ~ompact blue fli~ty ice. 
This occasioaed by the latter becoming saturated witb 
water, which afterwards freezes. • 

On the ice there was usually a covering of about two feet of snow, 
which in places had upon it a crust of ice not strong enough to bear 
the weight of a man. Those ice-islands, which after having been 
once seen were again passed through immediately after a gale, were 
observed to be changed in appearance; but though for forty-eight 
hours a severe storm had been experienced, they had not undergone so 
great a transformation as not to be recognised. They al80 appeared 
to have shifted their position with regard to one another, their former 
bias and trendi gs being broken up. 

Duting our stay on the icy coast, I saw nothing of what is termed 
pack-ice,-that is, pieces forced one upon the other by the action of 
the sea or currents. ' 

On the 21st, the weather became unsettled, with light westerly winds, 
and we made but little progress to the westward. The barrier, at 6 
P: M., was seen trending to the westward. In consequence of indica­
tions that threatened bad weather, I deemed it useless risk to remain in 
the proximity of so many ice-islands; and a strong breeze, with squally 

eather, having already set in, I took advantage of it, feeling satisfied 
tbat our farther continuance in this icy region would not only be 
attended with peril to the ship, but would cause a waste of the time 
which was demanded by my other duties; and having nearly three 
thousanll rviles to sail to our next port (Bay of.Islands), I made up my 
mind to turn the head of the vessel northward. 

I therefore had the officers and crew called aft, thanked them all 
for their exertions and good conduct during the trying scenes they had 
gone through, congratulated them on the success that had attended 
us, and informed them that I had determined to bear up and return 
north. 

Having only twenty-five days' full allowance of water, I ordered its 
issue to be reduced to half allowance. 

I have seldom.seen so many happy faces, or such rejoicings, as the 
• annoUnCel1,\Em! of ml intention to return produced. But although the 

crew were deJigiit d at' the termination of this dangerous cmise, not a 
ord of tm})atience or discontent~ad been heard during its contino­

nee. Neither had there boen occasion for punishment; and 1 could 
not but be thankful to have been enabled to conduct the ship tlirough 
so difficult, and dangerous a navigation without 0. single accident, with 
a crew in as good, if not in a better condition than when we first 

4.3 
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reached the .icy barrier. For myself, I indeed felt worse for the 
fatigues and anxieties I had undergone; but I was able to attend to all 
my duties, and considered myself Dlllply repaid for my impaired health 
by the important disco" ries we had made, and the success that had 
attended our e ertions. 

I shall now leave the Vincennes to pursue hcr route northward, and 
return to the Porpoise, the result of whose proceeding will be detailed 
in the following chapter. 



CONTENTS, 

PROCEEDINGS OF THE PORPOISE FROM TOE TWENTY·SECOND TO THE TntRTIETB OF 

JANU RY -FRENCU SQUAURON SEEN -ITS COMMANDER RE~'USES TO PE K THE 

PORPOISE-PROCEEDINGS UP TO TIlE THIRD OF FEBltUARY-GALE-l'CKTSKR PRO· 

CEEDINGS TO TUE TWELFTH OF FEDRUARY - SI'ECIMENS 01' ROCK OIlTAfNED­

WESTERN LIMI'1' OF HER CRUISE-RETURN TO TUE EASTWARD-PORPOISE STANDS 

'ro TUE NORTHWARD-AUCKLAND I LANDS-PORPOISE AImIVES AT THE BAY or 
ISLANDS-ORUISE OF THE FLYING·FISR- J.,ANDING AT MACQUARIE'S IBLAND­

PROCEEDI GS OF TUE FLYI G·FISH UP TO 'rilE FOURTH OF FEDRUAllY-STATE OF 

ilEa OR~W;TnE'R LETTER '1'0 LIEUTENANT PINKNE~-UE RESOLVES TO RETURN­

ARRIVAL OF TilE FLYING· FISH AT TflE DAY OF J.SLANDS-EVENTS Dum G TilE 

RETU.RN OF THE VINCENNES-SUE FAILS TO REAOU VAN DlEMEN'S LAND-ARRTVAL 

OF TilE VINCENNES AT SYDNEY-PEACOCK FOUND THERE-RETURN OF TIlE PEA· 

OOCK FROM THE lOY BARRTER-SHE MAKES lIfAOQUARfE'S ISLAND-SHE ARRIVES AT 

SYDNEY-8TATE OF THE PEACOCK-HOSPITALITIES REOEIVED A'r SYDNEY. 



CHAPTER Xl 

C R U I S E - CON TIN U E D. 

1840. 

ON the 22d January, the Porpoise lost sight of the Peacock, and 
continued beating to the southwest. The weather was extremely 
cold; sea-water froze on being a few minutes in the bucket on deck. 
Some shrimps were caught. The water at 3 P. M. was much dis­
coloured; got a cast of the lead with two hundred fathoms: no 
bottom; found 'the current south-by-east three-fourths of a mile per 
hour. At 4h 30m, passed large icebergs, one of which hud several 
dark horizontal veins, apparently of earth, through it; large quantities 
of floe ahd ,drift-ice to the southward; the sea tery smooth. A report 
of high land was made this morning; indeed every thing indicated 
the proximity of land. The number of seals, whales, penguins, 
shrimps, &c., had very much increased. The pure white pigeons 
were also seen in numbers. 

23<1. Countless icebergs in sight; the sea quite smooth; not the 
slightest motion perceptible. At meridian, they were in latitude 
G6° 44' S., longitude 1510 24' E., and close to the barrier, which 
appeared quite impenetrable, as far 3S the eye could reach from aloft, 
to the north-northlWest and north-northeast, with numberless immense 

• ice-islands iIlu,.ngled an~ enclosed in it in all directions. The position 
they occupied se«!med an inlet of elliptical shape. with an opening to 
the north. It was needless to count the many scattering islands of ice 
di tinct from the vast chain; intermingled with field-ice, they studded 
the gulf like so many islands, of various shapes and dimensions. At 
2h 25m, a sail was discovered on the lee bow; kept off to communi­
cate, lIupposing it to be the Vincennes or Peacock. At 2h ao-, the 

(:N.I) 
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Peacock wu made out on the southern board, showiag no disptl __ 
to communicate; showed our colours, and hauled to the westward. 

24th. The day was remarkably '1e, such as is seldom experienced 
in thi region. The water appeared much discoloured and of a dirty 
olive-green colour. At meridjan, they again made the field-ice, and 
tacked to the northward, passing through large quantities of ice­
islands; weather looking bad, with occasional light snow-Morms. 

25th. Part of this day was clear and pleasant, though sno fell at 
intervals; the field-icc was in sight several times, and many ice­
i lands of great ize and beauty. Penguins were swimming round, 
and also several shoals of hlack-fish; a black albatross was shot; 
towards night the weather became very thick; they were in longitude 
1500 E., latitude 650 56' . 

26th. Fresh winds blowing from the eastward; during the first few 
hours, a thick snow-storm; at 4 A. M. it cleared; at six o'clock made 
a sail; the strange sail fired a gun and made Stllnsl, when we bore 
down and spoke her; she proved to be the Vincennes; compared 
chronometers, and received rate; bore off to the westward under all 
sail; found the drift and floe-ice very thick, and were with great diffi­
culty enableJ to navigate through it; wind fresh, with a long swell 
from the southwest; at 5h 30m, the ice increasing in quantity, fouod it 
was necessary to haul off. Lost sight of the Vincennes; weather very 
threatening. The course during the day proved a very tortuous one; 
many penguins resting on the ice; their gait is an awkward kind of 
strut. 

Received orders to-day by signal to meet the Vincennes along the 
icy barrier between the 20th and 28th of next month. 

27th. This nay proved clear and cold; wind .from the southwest; 
iee forming rapidly on the vessel; at meridian, lost sight of the 
Vincennes; very many ice-islands in sight; latitude 65° 41' S., longi- , 
tude 1420 31' E. On this day, Lieutenant-Commandant Ringgold 
determined with the fair wind to pass to the cdreme limit of his 
orders, longitude 1050 E.; being of opinion he would thereby save 
time, Dnd be enabled more em~ctual1y to examine the barrier with 
what be thought would be found the prevailing wind, vi : that from 
the westward; in this, however, he was mistaken. 

The 28th set in with a light breeze from east-northeast; made all 
sail; at 5 A. M., wind increasing rapidly, snow falling fast, and weather 
becoming thick; at si o'clock, made the floe and drift-ice; hortened 
eail, and hauled oft' to the northwest, it becoming 80 thick as to render ' 
any ad aaee QDsafe; until meridian, very strong winds from the east-



e brig '\IOder close-reefed topsails; at 2 P. II. found it difficult 
rusd Jtazardoul to proceed, pa sing within a short distance of ice­
islands, a~d j t seeing tnem ditI,\ly through the obscurity; at three, 
~he brig was bove-to, and Lieutenant-Commandant Ringgold says, in 
refereoce to their situation-

,~ I felt great anxiety to proceed, but the course was so perilous. the 
extent linil trend of the barrier so uncertain, I could not reconcile it 
with prudence to advance. The frequent falling in with fields of 
drift-ic.e, the numerous and often closely-grouped chains of icebergs. 
were sufficient to point out discretion. The long-extended barrier 
was encountered in latitude 65° 08' S.; at twelve to-day our position 
was 65° 16' S.; it is easy to perceive the possibility of n trend 
northerly ngain, which would have placed us in a large and dangerous 
gulf, with a heavy gale blowing directly on, without a hope of escape. 

" At S P. M., blowing very heav ; the snow falling rendered vision 
beyond a few yards impossible; I have seldom experienced a heavier 
blow. and towards the conclusion the ~qualls were severe and frequent." 

The barometer at 3 A. M., stood at 28·200 in., the lowest point it 
reached during the gale. The temperature of the air was 26°. 

The severe gale continued during the 29th, with a heavy sea, and 
snow falling thickly; at S A.ll. the gale abated, and the clouds broke 
away; through the day the sun occasionally out; the weather a 
peared unsettled; the un set red and fiery; the latitude .was observed 
64° 46' S., 1 ngitude 137° 16' E. 

On th~ 3pth they stood again to the southwe9t; at 2 A. :1.1. they made 
the barrier of field-ice, extending from southeast to west, when it 
became necessary to haul more to the nortbwe t; the weather be­
co~ing thick with a heavy fall of snow, at four o'clock, the wind 
. reasing, compelled them to shorten sail; at 711 30'" the ice in fi Ids 
was discovered close aboard, heading west; at this time hauled imme­
diately on a wind to the northeast, and soon passed out of sight of the 
ice and out of danger; during tho day blowing Il gale of wind, and 
very heavy sea running, passing occasional ice-islands; at meridian, 
beiug clear of the. barrier, the brig \-vas hove-to under storm-sails, to 
await the celearing of the weather. In the afternoon the weather 
showed signs 'of ~learing; the SWl coming out, again made sail to 
approach the barrier; no ice in sig'ht; groat numbers of black petrels 

At 4 1'. 11. discovered a ship ahead, and shortly after another W1I. 
mnde, both standing to the northward; the brig hauled up to the norda­
west, inwnding to cut them off and speak them, supposing them to be 

. ceques and the Peacock; hortly afterwards they wex:e seen to 



aml!Der .bips than our Qlm; .at 
Dowing that an • h ~~ 

.. expected in these seas, ~.iE~UtltD8n~liQIJllQ~.Jrlt 
teok them (or his ships, and was, as he sa 

verer of the North ~agnetic Pole." 
.... At 411 50"', being within II. mile and a half,"the 

Dch colours: the leeward and stern most 
nant j concluded now that they must be the French ~.~.Jt.t"" 
under Captain D'Urville, on a similar service with om_lv4111 

of speaking p.nd exchanging the usual and customary pliments 
incidental to naval life, I clo ed with the strangers, desiring to past 
within hail under the flag sbip's stern. While gaining fast, and being 
within musket-shot, my intentions too evident to excite a doubt, so far 
from aay reciprocity beina evinced, I saw with surprise sail making 
b ardiDg the main tack on board the fiag-ship. Without a,moment'. 
4ehly. I hauled down my colours and bore up on ml ClourRe before the 

i " 
It is with regret that I mention the above transaction, and # cannot 

but excite the surprise of all that such a cold repulse should have come 
from Il French commander, when the officers of that nation are usually 
so distinguished for their politeness and attention. It was with no 
small excitement I heard the report of it,-that the vessels 0 two 
friendly powers, alike engaged upon an arduous and hazardous service, 
in so remote a region, surrounded with every danger navigators could 
be liable to, should lJ.eet and pass without even the e, cil Dge of 
common civilities, and exhibit none of the kind feelings that the situa­
tion would oaturally awaken :-how could the French commander 

that the brig was not in distress or in want of assistance 1 
refusing to allow any communication with him, he not only commiUecl 
a wanton violation of all proper feeling, but a breach of the courtesy 
due from one nation to another. It is difficult to imagine what CQuld 
have prompted him to such a course. • 

At 6 p. lIL the weather again was thick, with the wind southeatter ' 
fi .. ioe again in sight; it commenced snowing and the F . 
·".·jlnlCt. eight of. At 8 p. M., they pa8led in. sight of Jaf!8 
ice lind ice-islands; at 10h 30", the Bnow falling den. _ 

thick, that it was impossible to see the brit-leDktIa . 
WICtlIon; the was hove-to, to await a change of eatha-• 
. ,~ ..... :IItf!:u' .. ' Ig of the 31st the gale continued I at '7 A.. ,.-iMIM1liiMl 

.. tail to the westward; in 
'IIHPiar of ice the nonbw d, 

., ..... 'I!'-.... at 10 A...., they found themeelves in • great 
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vast fields of ioG, ich th!l d entered twelve hours previou ly i the 
only opening "ppeating the eastward, they were compelled to 
retrace their s, whiclt they ei"ected at 8 P. M., passing some ice-
islands whO recognised as having been seen the evening before. 
They l'!d themselves out of this dangerous po ition, and, 

!'Oint, kept away to the westward. Lieutenant-Com-
ma itt iftggold judged it prudent to heave-to during the night, on 
account of the darkness. 

February 1st. The immense perpendicular barrier encountered yes­
terdMY was now in sight, trending a' far as the eye could reach to the 
westward; it was of tabular form, from one hundred and fifty to one 
hundred and eighty feet in height, of solid compact ice, re embling a 
long line of coast; wind moderate from the southeast,-a brilliant 
blink extending along and elevated above the barrier. At 4 p. M., they 
arrived at the end of this barrier, and found it trending oil' to the 
southward, seemin<r as if number of icebergs had been broken from 
the barrier by some mighty force, exceeding in numbers any thing 
that had, yet been seen, and extending a far south a could be dis­
tinguished, inter persed with much drift and floe-ice. On the southern 
horizon sixty-four ice-islands were counted, exclusive of many ncar 
them, and those that were not di tinguishable from the barrier. 

The current was tried here, and found setting southeast · nearly a. 
mile an honr. Pigeons around in numbers, also wh:lles and large 
flocks of penguins. 

The Bights now evidently lengthened, thus adding to the cares and 
anxieties attendant on thi navigation. It was fortunate that the pre­
vailing winds were from the southeast and southwest, or coming off 
the ice. If they had blown from the northward, they would have been 
attended with danger, and might have proved fatal to the vessel. 

2d. At meridian, in longitude 1300 36' E., and latitude 650 24' . 
They were prevented from proceeding farther to the southward by the 
impenetrable icy "barrier. At this time they had one hundred large 
ice-islands in sight, without counting any of the smaller bergs, which 
were innumerable; saw great numbers of penguins and some seals 
(Phoea pr~~cida). The current was tried here, and found setting 
as yesterday, an at the same rate. 

At 8 .. :M., were obliged to retrace their steps to the northward, the 
weather becoming thick, with light snow. At eleven, constant and 
thick snow-storm, and unable to see any distance; the gale continuing, 
lay-to under a close-reefed main-topsail. The vignette, from a sketch 
by Mr. Totten will sive BOrne idea of her situation. 

VOL. n. 44 
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3d. A gale from southeast, heavy sea rising j occasionally passjng 
ice-i lands and field-ice. Thc gale continued throughout the day, but 
moderated towards midnight j the sca was heavy, the weather thick, 
and the brig completelY' covered with ice and snow. The, blf'romcter 
fell to 2 '040 in. Temperatnre of the air 32°· 

4th. Although the wind was moderate, yet it was so thick and foggy 
IlS to preclude bearing up. Towards meridian it cleared sufficiontly 
for them to bear up and continue their examinations. To day the 
current was found we t-northwest, three quarters of a mile per hour. 

On the 5th they had a beautiful dny,-no climate or region, Lieu­
tenant-Commandant Ringgold remarks, could have "produced a finer: 
thi gave them an opportunity of thoroughly drying every thing and 
ventilating the ves el, which was much required jfl standing to the 
northward, in order to make a long board to the westward .. the longi­
tude 1270 08' E., latitude 63° 22' S. j few i~e-isla as in sight, and 
those appeared much worn, sho~ing marks of rapid def:ay, with 
isolated picces,-some standing erect, while others were inclined, 
resembling fragments of columns and broken arches. This night 
there was a brilliant display of the aurora australis: at eleven o'clock 
there was perceived in the northern horizon a luminous arched cloud. 



lIIloirth.wesl to northeast; the stars 
pale flashes 

.,~rjlJUl!Ilaenl " were sue 1>y spiral 
with great I ci1y ards the 

"'~bUlld a!!ain issue forth from the remote pnrti 
1ec:eede4h m quick succes. ion by perpend~ular rays 

cloud, having the s~ape. of a l'ounde column or 
linder, which in contra t with tbe dark c1 ud showed 

As the cloud eemed 'to rise, the sccne be ame a most 
iateresling one, from . the varied and oft-changing coru~ca'tion : finally 
the are assumed a contracted 'and elliptical form, vi vjd strean,etIJ 
bursting forth as if from a corona, converging all towards the zeni 
until they werc'lost in the coming day. The magnetic ncadle did a8t 
show any di turbance. The barometer stood st.ationary during . 
eontinuance. The sympiesometer indicated a slight fall. At t£.e . 
there was no wind; the I3tars were brilliant, and af! visible. 

6th. During thiS day they had light winds; pur ued their cou e to 
t110 westward; wind from the southward. In the afternoon tb y had 
light flurries of snow, and at times hail; the sea perfectly smooth, and 
few icebergs in sight. Long itude 125° 32' E., latitude 63° 34' S. 

During tbo 7th, the winds variable; at eight tacked to the southward, 
in order to close in with the barrier; the wind again hauling, tacked; 
the number of icebergs increasing; all those seen for the few days 
past have appeared variou ly shaped, much worn and fractured, 
some 'Vidently overturned, and immense arGhos or caves washed in 
them; they were totally distinct from tho e seen to-day. 

8th. A brisk breeze from the southward, which carried them on 
rapidly to tbe we tward. At meridian, discovered compact eld of 
ice, with many stupendous ice-island enclosed within it; tbe ice 
appeared more broken than any hitherto seen, with many fragments 
of icebergs resembling spires and broken columns. re their 
course to clear 'the barrier, and by two o'clock they had extrica 
U1emselves. Penguins, whales, brown pigeons, Rnd the blaek Ibn­
tross, were seef'} near the barrier. In the afternoon the snow ~ II in 
beautiful "ining spiculro, resembling stars, u ually of ix, but some-

o Qmes of twel~e l~ints: they varied from ono igbth to one-sixteenth of 
inch Jb diameter. 

barrier was occasionally seen, and the ice-island began apin 
-.MI8U.lpe. a tabular form; towards the close of the day, very 
'.Ml_.P'iBguin , &c., $Cell. Longitude 116° E., latitude 6 0 l' 

_ ... lIl1o,fresh \lteezes from the southeast; at 10 A. M. made 
"0, the eather b iug avourable; at 4 P. x. standing a 
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the barrier, through drift-ice, with countle$s icebergs in sight; good 
ob rvations were obtained, placing therl) in longitude 1120 41' E., Q.Ild 
latitude 64° 55' S. At ,0 P. M., so~e few app arances 'of the , aurora 
australis in the northern sky. light coruscations streatning upward 
but quite faint, and only for a very hort period; many stars aqd 
several constellations were traced without difficulty. The sea 
smooth j lowered a boat to try the current, but found none. The dip 
was 83° 30'. 

On the morning of the lOth the weather cleared off, and gave them 
au opportunity of ventilating the vessel; closer! in with the field-ice for 
the purpose of obtaining a supply of water, and the boats were 
d patched to take in ice j the longitude was found to be 110° 34' E., 
latitude 65° 12' S.; tbe field-ice here was found to be interspersed with 
many Inrge ice-islands and bergs. At five o'clock the boats returned 
with ice. The current was found to be setting north-northeast, five 
fathoms an hour; the weather continued clear and healthful; made the , 
field-ice ahead and on the lee bow; short.ly after, cleared it. The twiligh t 
in the southern horizon presented a beautiful appearunc , a bright 
salmon colour radiating from the sun, throwing its tints over the whole 
sky, tinging the few cirro-stratus clouds that were in the northern 
quarter, and giving a soft colour to the immense ice-islands that were 
slumbering along the barrier, and aiding to lend to the scene its pecu­
liar character of silence, solitude, and desolation. 

The weather was clear and pleasant on the II th, with a light wind 
from the southeast ; ma.ny penguips and whales were seen. The ice­
bergs were numerous, and some of great beauty, with almost regularly 
turned arches, and of the most beautiful aqua-marine tints. Longitude 
was 1060 10' E., latitude 65° 2' . 

During the morning of the 12th, running along high broken fields of 
icc, with a light breeze f!'Om the southward; weather overcast; dis­
covered a large piece of ice of n. dark brown colour floating by, resem­
bling a piece of dead coral; lay-to, and sent a boat'to bring it along­
side; obtained from it s veral pieces of granite and red clay, which 
were frozen in j the ice was extremely hard and cOPlpact, composed 
of alternate layers of ice and snow j the strata of now was filled with 
sand. The icebergs ncar at the time prcsentetl sigltll of' h'uving been • 
detached from land, being discolouted by sand and \'Pud. A numbet: 
of white procellaria were obtained. The jc -islands again appeared ill 
great numbers. At 3 P. 111'. hauled up, steerina westerly into a 'F'I 
deep inlet or gulf. formed by extensive fields of ice. Believing f'.O 
indications of the morning that land could not be fur off, in app"roe~_ 
the hood of this inlet, several icebergs had the appearance of being in 
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COft ct with the land, having a sumed a dark c010ur from the clay and 
sand blown upon them; the whole group around seemed a if in the 
vicinage of land; sounded with t\\\O hundred fathoms: no bottom; also 
tried the current, but found none. Towards night, it becoming thick 
with now, they continued under snug sai l, intending to examine morE! 
c the arrier and inlets in the morning. 

J h. At A. M. they again made sail to the westward, with wind 
fro II the east; at six o'clock they had snow-squalls, rendering it 
uns'afe to proceed, and impossible to make any discovery. A few 
hOUTS afterwards the weather cleared a little; made sail agllin to the 
northwest. At meridian overcast, with a stiff southeast breeze; at 
1· 30", approached to within pi tol-shot of the barrier, observing much 
of the dark dirty ice inter persed with the field-ice; kept al ng it very 
closely, tracing the barrier northerly; observed a large black object 
on the iee; shortened sail, and despatched a boat: it proved to be a 
large mass of bIalik, red, and mixed-coloured earth, resting npon a 
base of snow and ice, situated some fifty yards back from the margin 
of the field-ice, and was found to be red earth, mixed with granite and 
sandstone. Penguins were also procured alive. At 3 P. M. they again 
followed the trend of the ice in a northwesterly direction; a vast field, 
of uninterrupted extent, seemed moving along to the westward, the 
large icebergs containing dark and discoloured masses, with frequent 
strata of the same description. They were still at a loss to account 
for these frequent signs of land; discoloured pieces of ice seemed 
mingle9w~th the general mass; they were ofteb seen along its margin, 
and appeared as though the icebergs had been turned over, pre enting 
collections as if from the ' bottom. Great numbers of sperm whales 
were seen this day. At 8 P. M. they passed out northwardly with a 
light breeze and smooth sea, through un extensive chain of icebergs, 
which seemed grouped oft' the western point of the barrier: upwards 
of one hundred of them were counted, several of which were very 
much discolQured. The sunset was brilliant, bright crimson tints 
illuminating the icebergs, and producing a beautiful effect. 

On , the 14th, tLieutenant-Commandant Ringgold, having passed a 
few degreee beyond hi~ instructions, that is, having reached longitude 

l 1000 E., ~nd lattfude 64° 15' S., n.ow commenced his return, in order 
to examine those places in the barrier which he had been prevented 
from doing on ~is way west. 

Uth. Continued tbeir course to the eastward. Lieutenant-Comman­
I 'nggold frequently refers to the happy and cheerful condition 

II crew, Ilnd their freedom from all disease. 
On tht; 16th and ~ 7th, they ,verc employed in getting to the east-
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ing maG worn a battered bergs. On the evft 
latter day, they had another e hibition of the aurora aD8\l'a\is, 

e t l~ing from north-northwe t to e8st; it was of a light Irtraw..c r, 
but very indistinct; the luminou bank wa at an elevation of W. 
The light in the northw twas mo t distinct, radiating from a nucleus 
above the horizon towards the zenith, where it formed a beautiful halo. 
It was not of long duration. Many ice-islands and bergs in sight: 
upwards of two hundred; nearly all of a tabular form,-the sides of 
many of them beautifully excavated by the waves, presenting innume­
rable Gothic arches, extending often to a considerable distance into 
the body of the ice. 

Their position 011 the 18th wa in longitude 1140 17' E., latitude 
620 37' S. Flocks of black-birds were very numerous, but not ncar 
enough to be taken. 

On the 19th and 20th, pro eeding to the eastward. On the 20th, 
they had but few ice-ishnns in ight, although they.werc seventy miles 
fhrlhcr south than on the 1 th , when the largest number ever seen by 
them at ne time was vi ible ; having reached the longitude of 1200 

E., they aga in steered south, to make the barrier. The current was 
tried, but none found. 

The 21 st proved stormy, with strong breezes from the southeast, 
and much now and rain, which covered the brig with ice. Field-ice 
w as en ahead, when they again stood to the eastward, longitude 
being 1210 30' E., latitude 650 15' S. On this night they experienced 
a heavy gale, during vrhich the barometer fell to 27'50 jP., where it 
remained during part of the 22d. The squalls were very severe, 
accompanied with snow, sleet, hail, and heavy seas; they had now 
reached Ion jtude 1220 E., and latitude 640 09' S. 

February 22d, being Washington's birthday, the colours were hoisted, 
and the crew received an extra allowance. Lieutena.nt-'ommandant 
Ringgold took this occasion to express to them his s.atisfaction for the 
manner in which they had performed their duties during the present 
cl'l1ise, and that their conduct would be duly repre ented to tbe 
Commander of the Expedition, and the government. ., 

On the 23d the weather was again thick, wi¢ snow and-mist. 
On the 24th they had reached l?ngitude 120Q E.,' and Ja.titude 64° 

29' S. On this day they again sighted the barrier; when, baying 
completed what he deemed a full execution of his in.structions, Lieu. 
teoant-Commandant Ringgold determined to put the brig's bead 
-which was accordingly done. 

trong winds nnd gales continued for the next three days. ~ 
11th they again found themselves in east variation, in olongitude 

• 

~ 
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E., latitude GO° 08' S. The white- albatross had now again become 
c@mmon. 

On the 29th, they had a beaut.iful display of the aurora australis; 
the whole southern hemisphere was covored with arches of a beautiful 
straw-colour, from which streamers radiated, both upwards and down­
wards, of almo t a lustrolls white; numbers of concentric arches would 
occasionally show them e1 ves, ~f a width of a few feet, uniting to form 
a complete canopy for a moment, and then vanish. The arches 
extended from cast-southeast to west-northwest; the di play continued 
for over two h urs; the stars were seen above them. Previous to, and 
during its continuance, the thermometer indicated a change of four 
degrees, and the wind shifted to the southward. 

On the 1st of March, in latitude 550 
., and longitude 1400 E., they 

passed the last ice-island. 
On the 2d, great numbers of pyrosoma of large size were passed. 
On the 4th, some faint appearances of the aurora australis were 

• seen. 
'11 the 5th, the Lord Auckland Isles were descried. Mr. Totten, 

who was officer of the deck, was accidentally knocJ,ed overboard by 
the trysail-boom, but was fortunate.ly rescued without injury. Immen e 
numbers of albatrosses were about. The aurora was again seen in 
the southern hemisphere. 

On the 7th the), anchored in the harbour of Sarah's Bosom, in twelve 
fathoms water. During their brief stay here, all were actively em­
ployed wooding and watering, for which this harbour affords a fine 
opportunity. Assi tant- urgeon Holmes made several excursions on 

• the largest land of wkich he gives the following account: 
"I foun,d it very thicldy covered.-with trees, in its le!';s elevated parts; 

as few of them were of any size, I found no small difficulty in pene­
trating and making my way through them; in many places it was 
abs<Jlutely impos ible. It was only after a long and fatiguing walk. 
that I succeeded in reaching the 'ummit of that part of the island, neat 
which the brig was anchored, here I found the trees less numerou 
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\fth Of undenvood and dwarf bushes, intermi cd ith fernt 
cealed the surface, rendering i difficult to walk. Even on 'the 

p18<-e9 apparently most level, tho groWld was very unequal, and a ingle 
atep ould sometimes send me nearly up to the neck into a hollow 
filled with large fern fronds. On the highest parts, the smnllievel spots 
were covered only with moss, and a description of tall grass, and in 
places also a kind of grain grew abundantly. The grounCl was dry 
every where, all the water being found in the streams, whieh were 
numerous and pure. Near the ummit, the ground was perforated in 
all directions, probably by birds, who rear their young in these holes. 
Many of the birds, principally procellarin, were sitting on the ground: 
they made no effort to escape, but suffered themselves to be taken 
without ROY attempt at re islance. 

"The fore t wa full of small birds, of three or four different specie , 
which were perfectly fe~rless; one little follow alighted on my cap as 
I was sitting under a tree, and sang long and melodiously; another 
and .till smaller species, of a black colour spottel! with yellow, was 
numerous, and sang very sweetly; its notes were varied, but approxi­
mated more nearly to the song of our blucl,bird; oecasiunally a noto 
or two resembI...:J the larks. Hawks too were numerous, and might be 
seen on almost all the deud trees, in pairs. Along the sen· coast were 
to be seen the marks of their ravages upon the smaller birds. The 
sea-birds were very numerous on the opposite side of the island, sitting 
upon the cliffs or hovering over the islet." 

On the western side .,of the A uckland Island. the under-b sh and 
young trees ar exceedingly thick. Dr. Holmes remarks, that it was 
impossible to penetrate; that he waS occupied fully an hour in making 
his way for a hllt)dred yards, "where to all appearance a human step 
bad never before trodden. There was not a vestige of a track; old 
trees were strewn about irregularly, sometimes kept erect by the 
pressure on all sides. omo treos were soen upwards of seventy feet 

• 

in height, although the generality were only from fifteen to twenty j 
every part of the i land was densely covered with vegetation; the soil, 
from the decomposition of vegetable matter, had acq~red considerable 
richness; specimens of all the plants were collected. The botany of 
these islands is nearly allied to that of New Zerlland, ncr will be found • 
treated of in the Botanical Report, to which I would refC'!". Some 
species re!1embling the tropical plants were found here, viz., the coffea­
ceous plants. 

These islands have in many places the appearance of having been 
raised directly froT the sea; the cliffs consisted of basalt, al)d were 
generally from fifty to ninety feet perpendicular. 
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The Auckll1nd Islands are the resort of whalers for the purpose of 
refitting und .awaiting the whalLng season. wiJich occurs here in the 
months of April and May. Near the watering phlCe a commodious 

• hut h~s been erected by a Frenc;:h whaler. Ncar by was arlO/her in 
ruins, and closo to it the grave of a French sailor, whose namc was 
inscribed on a wooden cross erected over it. Some attempts at form~ 
ing a garden were observed at one of the points of Sarah's Bosom,and 
turnips, cabbage, and potatoes, were growing finely, which, if left un­
disturbed, will soon covel' this portion of the island; to these a few 
onions were added. Besides the birds, the only living creature was a 
small mouse, one of which Dr. Holmes caught: it made no attempt to 
get out of his way, and seemed to have no [ear when taken; being 
consigned to a poclwt, he soon contrived to escape. Many of the 
smaller islands of thi group were visited; they cIo ely resemble 
the larger ,one. Penguins were numerous and o[ a varioty of colours. 

These isles have a picturesque, wild, steep, and basaltic appearance: 
the highest peak was estimated to be eight hundred feet; the smallcr 
has a less ele\ ation: the general aspect of the land resembles the 
region around Cape Horn.' The Harbour of Sarah's Bosom is not the 
most secure; that of La rie's is protected from all winds, and has a 
large and fine streamlet of water at its head. The rocks are covered 
with limpets, and small fish of many varieties are caught in quantities 
among the kelp. The crow enjoyed themselves on chowders and fries . 

. No geese were seen, and tho only game observed were a few gray 
ducks, , nipo;, cormorants, and the common shag. The land birds are 
excellent eating, especially the hawks; and on the whole, it is a very 
desi'rable place at which to refit. 

On the 9th of March they had finished, and were prepared for sea, 
but the weather was thl'eatening and cau cd them to delay. The 
magnetic dip \-vas found to be 73° 47' 30" S. 

A whaler, under Portuguese colour, but commanded by an English­
man, arrived, al~ anchored ill Lawrie's Cove, to await the coming of 
the whales! The night proved stormy; the wind at IOh 30"' from the 
northeast, blowing very heavy in puffs. Towards noon it moderated, 
and at 2 P. M. th~y got under way, with a light breeze from the north-
west, and d to sea .. 

• • The la.titude of Sarah's Bosol is 50° 38' S.; the longitude 165" 
2S' E. 

On the 12th .no current was found: latitude I 49° 27' 13., longitude 
168° 13' E. The weathel' experienced from this port to New Zealand 
was very similar to that in passing from Cape florn to Valparaiso: 
nor1herly ~inds with mist and fog prevailing, with a heavy sea. On 

45 
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the 17th they fell in with the whale-ship Mary and Martha, of Ply­
mouth, Coffin, mast~r, who informed them that there were lit least 
one hundred whale-ships cruising in"the neighbouring seas; of these, 
several were seen. This will give some idea of the number of essel 
employed, and how great a capital is engaged in this business. 

On the 18th they had a gale from north-northwest, which lasted 
throu,.,h the day, moderating at sunset. They were in latitude 43° 02' 
S., longitude by chronometer, 1750 24' E. The barometer sank to 
29-30 in. A current was experienced setting northwest, in the direction 
of Cook's Straits. 

On the 20th, in latitude 41° 00' S., longitude 177° E., the current 
was found setting northcast-by-north, half a mile per hour. On the 
22d and 23d they experienced a heavy gale from the southeast, when 
they were in longitude 179" 35' E., and latitude 37° 52' S.; during the 
morning of the latter day the wind hauled to the south-southwes~; the 
barometer, at 3 A. ]It., stood at 20'10 in.; the weather clp,ared, with the 
winu at southwest. 0 

On the 26th, they reached nnd anchored in the river Kawa-Kawa, 
in the Bay of Islands, off the American consul's, about three miles 
above its moutb. Many vessels were passed lying at anchor off the 
town of Kororarika. Here they found the tender Flying-Fish; all 
well. 

The cruise of the latter will now be taken up from the lst of 
January, on which day she parted company with the Vincennes, in 
consequence of having carried away a gaff, and being obljged to 
sh?rten sail, in doing wBich their jib-stay got adrift, and carried away 
the squaresail-yard before it could be secured. The vessel was in the 
mean time exposed to a heavy sea beating over her, and at midnight 
they wore compelled to beave-to. They then steered for tbe first 
rendezvous, Macquarie Island, where they arrived on the lOth, in thn 
afternoon, and saw the Peacock, but it becoming thick, they were not 
seen by that ship. • 

On the 11 tb, Acting-Master Sinclair landed for the purpose of 
placing a signal on the island, agreeably to instruction. The landing 
was found difficult and dangerous, and their descript10n or the island 
agrees with that heretofore given of it from tpe notes Qf ~. Eld, 8!'1 

being dreary and intlOspitable. Large numbers of petlgl1ins, ~tM small . 
green and yellow paroquets were seen. Near where they landed, they 
saw about twenty huge sea-elephants basking on the rocks, whieh did 
not seem to heed them; when disturbed, they would only throw theh' 
carcasses over, open their mouths, utter a loud growl, and .B0 to steep 
again; no measurement was tnken of them, and one which 8 killed 
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could not be ken in the boat. The soil was soft llnd pongy, yielding 
to the pressure of the feet. The staff and signal being planted, they 
r~turned on bOard, and now pas d the surf without difficulty. 

-en the 19th. they put away for the next rendezvous, Eme aId Isle. 
Th y reached its position on the 14th, but nothing was seen of it; the 
weather was thick. 

On the 16th, they kept off to the southward, with the wind from 
tbe southwest, accompanied with sleet and snow. In latitude 610 s., 
longitude 1640 E., they saw the first ice. The next day, the 19th of 
January, the water was very much discoloured; got a cast oftbe lead 
in ninety fathoms: no bottom; passed a number of icebergs that were 
all flat on the top, with perpendicular sides. 

On the 21st they made the icy barrier, in longitude 1590 36' E., and 
latitude 650 20' S. From the number of icebergs and the frequency 
of snow-squalls, they found great danger in running through them, 
although the water was quite smooth. 

On the 22d the! weather proved pleasant, and they followed the 
trend of the ice. The ice-islands still showed flat tops and perpendi­
cular sides, and there were a number of birds, seals, and whale 
around them; they were at noon in longitude 1580 27' E. On this 
day they were close by an iceberg, from the main body of which a 
large mass fell with a noise like thunder; the snow flying into the air 
re em bled smoke, and the swell produced by the immersion of the 
fragment c~sed the schooner to roll water in on her deck. A number 
of large penguins were in sight, differing from. any they had heretofore 
seen. • 

On the 23d the weather was pleasant, and they had light winds from 
the southward and westward. Longitude 1570 49' E., latitude 650 58' 
S. They continued coasting along the ice in search of an opening. 
At 8 P. N. they discovered several "dark pots, which had the appear· 
ance of rocks, and on approaching the margin of the ice, they could 
make them out eto be such with their glas es, but they were situated 
too far within the field-ice for a boat to get near them. This day 
being fine, Rn 0Pjortunity was afforded of drying the deck and clothes, 
and searing the seams with a hot irop. The vessel had been very 

" wet. and h~ dec lea ed adly. notwithstanding the thorough calking 
and repavs she had received at ydney: the crew were almost con­
stantly wet, below as well as above deck. 

On the 24th they were obliged to steer again to the northward, in 
consequence of making the barrier ahead. Sea-lions were seen on the 
ice. They c6ntinued to follow the barrier, which trended north-north­
east; the compas&el were very sluggish. On the ~61h and 27th the 
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weather became bllq, with the wind to the northward and westward. 
accompanied by a heavy fan of snow : in the evening of the latter doy, 
th wind hauled to the southward qud westward, and brought clear 
weather. The 28th passed with clear weather, and several seals ra 
about them. 

The 29th was truck and snowy, with a northeast wind; passed 
through quantities of drift-ice, and by 2h 30m, it had become thick 
as to render a continuance of their course p .rilous; at 7 P. 1Il. they 
again made the solid barrier, when it was blowing a stiff gale; at 0" 
30m discovered the ice ahead, and on both beams; wore round to the 
northward and eastward, to retrace their steps; it was not long before 
they discovered a chain of ice-islands ahead, apparently connected by 
solid ice; about midnight a passage was discovered between two ice­
bergs, through which they passed. It was now blowing a heavy gale, 
and having gained the open sea, they attempted to reef the foresail, but 
were unequal to the task (four of the men being on the sick-list), and 
were cOUljJell~d to lay-to under the whole sail, whicfi caused the vessel 
to lahour very much, as well as to leak a great deal, and endangered 
her safety by making her fly into the wind, and get a sternboard in a 
high sea. 

On the 30th, in the morning, the gale abated, and the weather 
became more pleasant than they had experienced for a nuO' ber of 
days. They had reached the longitude of 1500 16' E., latitude 6l)° 15' 
S. On this day they again passed into blue water. 

31st January was thi~k with snow; a north wind and heavy.':Iea. 
1st of February, they were running among ice, until they §ighted the 

barrier, when they again hauled to the northward; a moderate gale 
blowing, with thick weather and a heavy sea, they wore obliged to 
henve-to. 

On the 2d and 3d, they were coasting the ice. In tho afternoon of 
tbe 3d they again had bad weather, which made it necessary to bring 
to; surrounded by bergs and drift-ice; the latter, in <case of striking, 
would have seriously injured the tender. The icebergs seen on these 
days, had the appearance of recent formation; the t0rPs flat, dle aides 
perpendicular, and not worn by the action of the sea. ' 

On the 4th, the gale continued, and the sea ~lad ,i8811 ~ aD ext..... , 
ordinary height; the weather was flO thick that an iceberg I;ould not 
be seen further than twice the length of the vessel. The tender was 
under too much sail, which caused her to labour drea~fully, in conte­
quence of which she leaked in such a manner as to make it ecessary 
to keep the pumps going almost continually .. When ~y stopped 
for a short time to rest the m~n, the Wfttor incN8sed to to reach the 
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cabil~-floor : the water came through the seams fo~ward in such quan­
tities as to wet every bed and article Qf clothing on the berth-deck. 
Thi! was,a great addition to the. labour and discomfort of the crew, 
now reduced by sickness to four men, and the strength of these much 
impaired by previous si kness, excessive labour, and almost constant 
expo ure. To relieve their situation as much as possible, Lieutenant 
Pinkney ordered them to make u e of the cabin in common with the 
officers. To ease the pitching of the ve sel, a quantity of coal was 
shi(ted aft; but although this was a partial relief, yet as she had too 
much sail on her, which they had been unable to reduce at the com­
mencement of the gale, it was not sufficient to make her easy. 

On the 5th, the gale began to abate, when the crew, through one of 
their number, presented a communication to Lieutenant' Pinkney, of 
which the (ollowing is a copy. 

(copy.) 

We, the unders' ned, the crew of the Schooner Flying-Fisb, wish to 
let you Imow that we are in a most deplorable condition: the bed­
clothes arc all wet; we have no place to lie down in ; we have not had 
a dry stitch of clot.hes for seven days; four of our number are very 
!lick; and we, the few remaining number, can hold out no longer; we 
hope you will take it into consideration, and relieve us from what must 
terminate in our death. 

(Signed) A. M URRAY. THO~IAS DARLING. 

J OHN ANDERSON. JAMES DANIEr.s • 

• F. BEALE. · J OSEPH. 

JAME DARLINO. JOHN H. WEAVER. 
To LIEUTENANT PINKNEY, 

U. • Schoon r F1ying.Fish. 

On the receipt of this appeal, Li~l1tenant Pinkney addressed an order 
to the officers, a copy of which follows. 

U. S. Schooner Flying.Fish, 

GENTLEMEN,-

Lat. 66° S., long. 1430 E., Feb. 5th,] 10. 

You will fUlWIish me with your opinion, and the reasons which 
induced liIat opinion, of t e propriety of any longer endeavouring to 
accomplish that I'art of the accompanying order, which refers to pene. 
trating t~ the south. • 

• 
To ACTING MAlTER GEORGE T. SINCLUI\. 

P.USED Mumm' • .tJI' WILLlAM MAY. 
PA8!l1:D 1~" G~ 

I am, respectfully, &c., 
R. F. PINKNEY, 

Lieutena.nt.CommlUlda.nt. 



Sm,-
Agreeably to your order of this date, we, the undersigned officers, 

have to expres our most thorough conviction, that the condition of 
this vessel's crew, and the vessel, loudly demand an il"lJlJ"IJ'~"''-'" 
to milder latitudes. 

The causes of this opinion are these: that the crew of this ~sseJ, 
consisting f fifteen persons , (four officers and cleven men), even If 
well, are entirely inadequate to her safe management; but five are 
now confined to sick beds (one a servant), one of them iii in a very 
critical state of health, and three others dragging out upon duty, 
complaining, and under medical treatment. Out of four, nominally 
performing duty, one of them, the cook, is totally unfit to a turn at 
the helm, and another cannot be trusted without the closest watching; 
indeed, so deficient in f'Orce are we, that in the gale of yesterday and 
the day before, and on a previous occasion, when it became extremely 
nece sary to reef tho foresail, the men were so deficient in physical 
strength as to make it impossible to accompli h it. 

The crew's apartment is in the most deplorable state, leaking like a 
sieve, all their bed being wet, their clothes on them being so~ even to 
their under flannels, for one week, and without a dry change on hand, 
and no prospect of having ODe; so miserable is their situation, that at 
length you have been compelled to allot them the cabin~ in common 
with us, for the purpose~f cooking, eating, and sleeping. t ... 

Furthermore, sir, in the gale now abating we find that nearly 
constant application to the pump is barely ufficient to keep the water 
from floorling the cabin-floor, evidently having started a leak; notwith­
altnnding this, th condition of the crew is more imperative, much more 
80 in this, our recommendation, for a return to the northward; in fact, 
we would cheerfully continue to the southward, if we had a proper crew. 

Lastly, understanding tha~ the crew, through one of their body, 
have waited upon you, and, by written application, also alated m~P.:' 
inability to live through these hardships much longllr, aM g~ 
your return. 

Ware respectfully, your obedient servants, ,.. 
(Sjgmfd) GEORGE T. SINOLAb., 

WILLLlM 11 
ActbaJ ... · 

GmlLGB W. ~1Uu8bK, 
...... MicIih.IpnIM. 
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Lieutenant Pin'kney, in accordupce with this opinion, anct his own 
conviction of the nece sity of an immediate return to milder latitude, 
as the only means of restoring t~e sick, and preserving those on duty, 
who were then incapable of managing the ves el without the a si.,tance 
of the officers, deemed it his duty to steer for the north, which hc 
accordingly did. 

Th and 7th continued thick, with occasional squalls. On the 
8t ,the weather again broke up, when they had several hours of sun­
shine, which proved of great benefit to the sick. Lieutenant Pinkney 
was enabled to come again on deck, who had scarcely been able to 
quit his berth since leaving Macquarie Island, from ickness. They 
had reached the longitude of 139° 45' E., latitude 61° S, At 11 P. M. 

the aurora was seen; it was first visible in the southeast quarter, in 
spots resembling pale moonlight, extending to the zenith, from whence 
it diverged in rays, some of which reached the horizon, but the greatest 
number terminated at an altitude of twenty.five or thirty degrees. On 
the 9th, the auror .. was aI 0 seen in the west, in vertical rays of p!l.le 
yellow light, commencing about five degrees above the horizon, and 
extending to an altitude of thirty degrees. After a short fime it dis­
appeared, and was aga.in seen in the zenith, radiating in lines to the 
northeast and west, reaching to within ten degrees of the horizon. 
The wind was from the southward. Temperature 34°. The follow­
ing five days they had thick weather, and nothing occurred until the 
evening of the 14th, when they again had a display of the aurora; the 
coruscition; were frequent and brilliant, but did not exhibit any diffe­
rent form~ until after midnight, when it appe!tred in arches, reaching 
nearly to the horizon, at from 45° to 73° of altitude, and compo ed of 
short perpendicular lines, blending at one moment into a sheet of misty 
light, and then breaking out into brighter lines, orne of which were 
broad. It then again shifted to ttta zenith, with radiations extending 
in every direction, in straight and wavy lines. The changes were 
incessant, but nQt shooting. 

On the morning of the 15th, they again had a display of the aurora. 
It first appeared in the southern heavens, at an altitude of 45°, flashing 
to the zenith, ~here it disappeared. After midnight it was again 
visiblcin ethe southem q arter, at about 80° of altitude. It finally 
centered. in a bright spot, whic~ changed into a crescent, with the 
rounded side to the northward. From this, feathery.edged rays of 
pale orange-colour branched off in every direction, over which the 
prismatic colours seemed to fiit in rapid succession. The rays would 
(fOmetimcs fold into one another like a fan, and reach the horizon in 
one directioo, wbile in another they were drawn up to the zenith, again 
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to burst forth in reretitions, until lost in daylight. On the 19th. the 
aurora again appear~d in an arch of15° altitude. 

They passed the last icebergs in atitude 550 30' S .• longitude 1450 

30' E. 
n the 22d they spoke a French whaler from Hobart To. n, who 

expre ed much surprise at finding so small a vessel in such high 
latitudes. The captain sent a boat on board, and invited tbem. to 
" soup" with him. . 

On the 23d they made lhe 'southern island of New Zealand. On 
the 1st of March they e perienced a most violent gale. The wind. 
about noon on the 20th of February, hauled to the southward and 
eastward, and by midnight it blew a gale, hauling to the eastward, 
until about 8 P. M., when its violence moderated. Their latitude was 
400 S., longitude 17 0 30' E. For several days previous to this. a 
noise was heard about the heel of the main-mast; an examination 
wa had, and the conclusion arrived at that it worked in the step, the 
wotiges in the p='Irtners having been driven withou obviating it. On 
the 9th of March they arrived at the Bay of I lands, where they found 
the gentlemen who had gone there to pur ue their researches in natural 
history waiting our arrivul. 



measu c ey an idea of it. 
lack. IOuda re pa . g rapidly oyer the sky; all orange tto of 

Ng aeetned to eaver the hea s, emanating from a point. over which 
flitted ys of the pri matic colours, directed towards the borizolI, 
Jighting up both edges of the cloudS, and throwing tbern int bold relief: 
The rays seemed to dart simultaneously toward!! the horiZott, ott 

rea iog which they would seem to be gathered, as if by magit, 
ards the centre, and slowly vanish, to reappear again and feld 

trong gales from the west-northwest with snow-squalls eonti 
unlil the 27th, with thick misty weather. Numerous ice-ishmds 
passed" during this interval. The last iceberg seen, was in the latitude 
of 53° S., and 10ngituJe 1200 25' E., the temperature of the water 
was 46°. 

On the 28th, found our variation 1° easterly, in the longitude 
of 1310 50' E., latitude 50° 30' S.; and in attempting to get a deep­
sea l!IOUooing of eight hllndred and fifty fathoms, w lost our Six's 
thermometer by the wire parting. The sea was a deep blue; the 
temperature 45°. We found a current setting west-northwest three­
foprths of a knot per hoUr. The white object was seen at the depth 
of fifteen fathoms. 

On the lst of Mar~h we had reached the latitude of the Royal 
Com~y's lsles, and I continued to run in nearly the same parallel 
for eight 'tldgrees of longitpdc, without eeing any signs of the sup­
posed land. Having sailed far to the eastward of their supposed 
position, I again hauled to the northward to proceed to HobfPt 
Town. Van Diemen's Land, to fill up our wnter. We now saw a 
sail. the firat during sixty days, ~hich made us feel as" if we were 
ret inI to a abitable part of the globe. This night we liad a 

~:~IIiIl~~ .. of the aurora australis, resembling that seen on the 
February, with this difference, that it was seen to the south-

"'1III\,~ttalllm'idg from east-southeast to west-southwest. 
1b8 5tb- or-March the wind headed us off our course to Obart 

termined "to proceed direct to Sydney, and thus ~ 
UDi.cate as spee4ijy as possible with the United ales. 

,.m."[IIi-lof setting intelligence respecting the other v 
also led te- aination. I felt, in truth, forebodings that all 
not well. from not ~vipg met any of the vessels at the ~poiD 
rendezvouil, along th~ icy bA.rrier; and I was anxious for their ~. 
after the se re gate of the 28th of1anuary. 

or •• II. 46 
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a lower la.titude, the weather '}lad now become 
pleasant, and we could dispense with our winter clothing,-a relief 

ch the hole of the crew seemed tQ enjoy. It was the rever e 
·tb me; I had a feeling of exhaustion and lassitude that I could not 

..,.oot for, and the least exertion caused me much fatigue. 
On the 9th, we reached the latitude of Cape Howe, and were venty 

miles to the eastward of it. We there experienced a rise in the tem­
perature of the water: six degrees in less tban an hour. 

n the 10th, when off Cape Jervis, and about forty milos to the 
eastward of it, we again changed the temperature from 68° to 'T3°, as 
we steered in for tbe land to the northward, but on hauling to the 
eastward it again fell to 68°. A strong southerly current has been 
long known to exist along this coast; and I feel well sa tisfied that the 
thermometer is a good guide in making the pas age from the south­
ward. The coasting vessels, as I was informed at Sydney, had 
frequently made long passages from Van Diemen's Land, and South 
A llstralia, whir.h I hayo but little doubt is owing tCJ> tho prevalence of 
this minor Gulf Stream, tho position of which the use of the thermo­
meter will clearly indicate. This current will be noticed particularly 
in the chapter on currents; its width nQ doubt varies with tho season. 

On the 11th of March, at noon, we passed the Heads of Port 
Jackson, and took a pilot. 'Ve were, as a body, in better condition 
than when we left Sydney three months before. 

In an hour afterwards we dropped our anchor in Farm Cove, off 
Fort Macquarie. Our reception was flattering; scarcely as our 
anchor well down bef&re many of our friends came on 1x1ard to bid 
us welcome j and we felt tenfold that kind hospitality which on our 
former visit we had first become acquainted with. They appeared to 
rejoica in our success as if we had .!Jeen their countrymen. 

During our bsence from Sydney, many improvements had taken 
place. The storehouses for the deposit of grain on an island in the 
harbour were in rapid progress j the new Government-House nearly 
completed, and the foundation of an Exchange laid j besides thi., many 
improvements in town that were then in progress, had been completed; 
aQd the rapidity with which these works had been acco&pli ~Dgly 
reminded me of similar operations at home.. • • 

The country was looking quite g~n and pretty; indeed, Jbe il up 
the noble barbour was truly beautiful; it wore quite a 4ifferent faell 
from its former parched appearance, the rains havina been abundant 
during QUr absence. 

OblMll'vatiQlls were obtained for the rate of OUI; chronometers and 
the magnetic needles again experimented with. 



~NTARCTIC CRUI E. 888 

On overhauling my hip, the fore-topmast was fouod to be lightly 
• sprung. 

It was with great pleasure I learned the safety of the Peacock; for 
that vessel had occupied my thoughts more than the others, on account 
of the condition in which she left Sydney. An on board of her w~re 
well, and the vessel was undergoing repairs in Mossman's Cove, one 
of the many which this harbour forms. These coves may be termed 
,vet-dock , affording as they do evc!ry facility fOT the repair of vessels 
of any size. They are more like artificial than natural basins, and are 
secure against any wind. There is no port in the world that offers 80 

many natural advantages as Port Jackson, for a great naval power. 
We bad many tbings to relate to each other; among others, the parti. 
culars of the accident that befell the Peacock, that has already been 
noticed. The re.turn of that vessel to this port now claims our 
attention. 

On the 28th of Januaty, their sick-list had increased to thirteen, 
more in consequeooe of the fatigue the men had undergone, than from 
any disease. 

On the 29th, they experienced strong gales from the northwest, which 
continued to increase until midnight, after which the weather mode­
rated. The hip during this gale was in latitude 61° 20' S., and longi­
tude 154° 00' E. This gale is remarkable, ' in conseql1ence of it 
blowing in a contrary direction to that which the Vincennes experi­
enced on the same day; while the former had it from the northwest, 
the la .. er had it from southeast. Their di tance apart was four 
hundred atJd fifty miles, in a northeast direction. 

On the lst of February the weather was stormy until towards 
evening, when it modera.ted and cleared off, with the wind to the 
northwest, and gave them a view of the aurora australis lighting up the 
southern portion of the horizon. Rays were thrown out in different 
directions, some reaching an altitude of 30°, others of 40°, whjlst 
other!! again almost spanned the heavens. 

On the 2«1, they had another display of the aurora, but contrary to 
that of tbe previous day, 't was first seen at an altitude of 70°, di­
verging towards· the horizon, from east-southeast to the southwest-by-

• we t, befo'e it di~app6flred. The point from which the rays di~ 
~ed t,be. ~enith. " • 

On the 4th they made Macquarie Island, and shortly after passing 
it, uperienced another gale from northwest to southwest, which cllused 
them milch anxiety for their rudder, which thus far had answered 
well, although great attention was necessary to prevent strain upon it. 
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lr -gales yet~ontillued. On the 5tb, they bad a faint display of 
the &urora. r 

6ft the 7th of Febmary, the weather had become Icss boi tarou , 
aDd baving reached latitude 4{)0 S., iongitude 1550 23' E., the aUron 
australis again appeared. It was first seen in the north, aod gradunJly 
spread its coruscations over the whole heavens; the rays and beams 
of light radiating from nearly all points of the horizon to the zenith, 
where their distinctive outlines w&e lost in a . bright glow of light, 
which was encircled by successive flashes, resembling those of heat 
lightning on a sultry summer night; these formed a luminous arc in 
the southern sky, about 200 in altitude, from the upper part of whioh, 
rays were continually flashing towards the zenith; light showcrs of 
rain finally shut it Qut from view. On thc same night, between one 
and three, the aurora burst out from thc southwestern horizon, stream­
ing up and concentrating in the zenith, and attended with quiok flashes 
of every variety of tint. The wind was moderate from the southwe~t, 
aod a squall uf bail passed at the time. In latitude 47° S. they first 
encountered phosphorescence in the water. On the 17th thcy made the 
land of ew South Wales, and contiqued to experience a variety of 
weather until the 21st, when they arrived off, and anchored within, the 
Heads of Port Jackson. 

The next day they proceeded up the harbour, and anchored off 
Sydney Cove. The hip was much shattered, but her officers and crew 
all in good health. Hero they were kindly received, and no time was 
lost in proceeding to make the necessary repairs. The collec~or was 
kind enough to give the permission to land every thing thift might be 
necessary, when and where they p1eased. The powder and fire-works 
were received into the public magazine, and when called for were 
politely sent in a government boat, free of expense. The railway for 
merchant-vessels was found too light to trust the Peacock upon it; 
Mossman's Cove, on the north shore, was then re:;orted to, not only as 
a convenient place for making the necessary repairs,.but as affording 
more security for the crow against the crimps and rum-shops. 

The day after my arrival, I visited the Peacock, in order to •• mine 
into her condition, and could not withhold my astonIshment that she 
had been able, after undergoing such damage, to reach a dltrtant port. 
The visible injuries have already bet\n stated, in eaking, C?f jaer acci­
dent. On their arrival at Sydney, it was found that hlc-r tem had been 
chafed to within Qne and a half inches of ber wood nds, and much 
strained throughout. After a full examination of the circumstances, I 
fecI it a duty lowe to Captain Hudson, as well as to his officers and 
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crew, to Iltate that I am well satisfied, that his coolness, decision, and 
seamanship, with the good conduct of his offil!ers and men in the 
perilous situation in which they were placed, are worthy of the highest 
enc miums. The preservation of the ship and crew, and her subse­
quent navigation to a distant port, reflect the highest credit upon her 
commander and upon the service to which he belongs. 

Sydney was now much crowded with people, and several ~alls were 
given, to which we had the honotft" of an invitation. That of the St. 
Patrick Society was attended by the chief people in the neighbourhood 
of ydney, including the governor and most of the officers of the 
crown. It Wfj,S given in the new court-house, and was a handsome 
and well-conducted entertainment. Two military bands were in 
attendance; quadrilles and country dances followed each other in 
rapid succession; rooms were provided for cards, refreshments, teas, 
lemonade, &c.; and towards the close of the evening, the company 
was ushered in to an elegant supper, which was partaken of standing. 

I was struck w~h the beauty and general appearance of the ladie " 
though I was informed that many of the l"elles were absent. The 
style of the party was neither English nor American, but something 
between the two. I scarcely need remark that we were all much 
gratified and pleased. The ho pitality and kindness hOWD us were 
of that kind that made u feel truly welcome. 

Our last week at Sydney was spent in a round of plea Ufe, and the 
attention we met with being entirc1y unoxpected, was doubly gratify-. . 
109 to .us. 

• 
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C HAP T E R X I I. 

NEW Z E A LAN D. 

1840. 

. . 
HAVING replenished our stores of provisions, we took, with much 

regret, a final leave of our friend at Sydney. The Vincennes weighed 
anchor I and at. 3 ·P. M. on the 19th March, we discharged our pilot, 
and bade adieu to these hospitable shores. The Peacock, not having 
comp cted her repairs, was left at Sydney for a few days, with orders 
to fullow us to Tongataboo. 

On reaching a distance of thirty miles from the coast, we again 
found a: di renee of three degrees in the terpperature of the water, 
and e . ienced the effects of a strong cu~ent towards the south . 

• The wind was from the northward and eastward. 
On the 23d we spoke ·the French whale-ship Ville de Bordeaux, in 

, want of provisions, which we· supplied her. She had been out three 
yejl.rs, and had on board four thoUiland barr~ls of oil. The crew was 
reduced to bread and water, and the vessel was apparently in a bad 
tondition in other ]'e peets. 

On the 25th; in latitude 34° 24' S., longitude 160° 26' E., we ex­
perienced a eurrent· setting to the south at the rate of twenty miles in 
lwenty-foul' hou . ' 

bn the .26lh the ' curre t set east-southeast at the rate of twelve 
• mile per day. . • • ':' I . . 

, .' The WI n t hauled to ' south-southeast by the east, and 
became a 'pne reeze. . . ... . 

f • '. .. • 

On til 2!Hh, we 'made tbe' ortb Bape of New Zealand. The 
currenC for the two previous days hEld been setting north-northwest, 
and the t~mpe'r'at~re of the air varied· during our passage from Sydney 
from 63 3', to 76° 4'; that of the water from 70° to 72°. 
~~ ~ ~ 
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At daylight on the :-lOth, we made Cape Brett, and after groping 
our way through too dark, into the Bay of I. lands, anchored at 10 
P. M. in the Kawa-Kawa river, opposite the residence of Mr. Clendon 
the American consul. Here I had the. satisfaction to find the Porpoise 
and Flying-Fish, and receive the reports of their cruises, which will 
be found in Appendix XXX.: they were all weH on board. The 
former vessel had arrived a few days, and the latter about three 
weeks, before us. We were al 0 gratified with the receipt of letters 
from the United States. Every exertion was made to shorten the 
duration of our stay in New Zealand, and the necessary instrurn'ents 
were landed without delay. 

Here also we met atl the scientific genttemen,-who, as has been 
stated, had been left at Sydney when the squadron sailed upon the 
Antarctic cruise,-anxiously awaiting our arri·val. 

They had been forced to remain inactive at Sydney, in consequence 
of a change in the destination of the vessel in which they had first 
taken their passages, and, by this vexatious delay, had not only been 
prevented from pursuing further researches in Ne'; South Wales, but 
had lost time that might have been advantageously employed in New 
Zealand. They finally succeeded in finding an opportunity of reaching 
the Bay of Islands, in the British brig Victoria. 

After leaving Sydney in this vessel, a sea was shipped, which, 
besides doing other mischief, entered at the cabin-windows, and filled 
the chronometer-box with salt water; in consequence of which the 
master considered it necessary to put back, in order to axchange the 
injured time-piece for rnother. She accordingly anchored a5ain in 
Port Jackson. ' 

On the 7th February, they had a beautiful exhibition of the aurora 
australis: the coruscations were of a straw-coloured light, reaching 
nearly to the zenith in the souther9 sky, and lasting from seven until 
ten o'clock. A noddy lighted on the brig, and remained on board 
many days; so tame was it that it even suffered itself to be handled. 

On the 16th, when they had performed about half the passage, they 
had another exhibition of the aurora, much like the former; after 
which th'ty experienced a gale of wind of five days' ~Jration. On the 
21st, they were enabled again to make sail, and, on the 23d, they 
made the North Cape. A gale then came on from the eastward, and 
they had a narrow escape from sHipwreck whut. runn' '15 own the 
land. On the 24th, they dropped anchor at Kororarlll.a, about three 
miles above which place they found the United Sta:es Consul, Mr. 
Clendon, at Ornotu Point. 

From the splendid panorama of Mr. Burford, I had pictured the Bay 



a 

NEW Z E A LAN D. 371 

of Islands to myself as a place of surpassing beauty, and I could not 
but feel gratified at the idea of paying it a visit ! it did not, however, 
realize my expectations. It mi ht, with morc propriety, be called the 
Bay of Inlets. The best idea that can be given of its geographical 
features is, to lik~n it to an open hand with the .fingers spread apart. 
The land is much indented with bays, or arms of the sea, running up 
among hills, which are nearly insulated. The distance between the 
two capes (Brett and Point Pococ\) is .ten miles, and there aro several 
secondary bays facing this opening. Four rivers Bow into them, the 
Kawa-Kawa, Kiri-Kiri, Loytangi, and Waicaddie, into which the tide 
flows a few miles, after which they become small streamlets, varied 
by some waterfalls. Thore are many minor indentations, which 
render it impossible- to move any distance without a boat; and it is 
often necessary to make a turn of five or six miles around an inlet or 
marsh in going to a place which might be reached in one-tenth of the 
distance by water. 

The land has tAe appearance of barren hills without accompanying 
valleys, and there is so little level ground that terraces are cut in the 
hills to build the cottages on, The whole view is any thing but pictu­
resque, and there is little to meet the .eye except bare hills and extensive 
sheets of water. Some fine views are, however, to be met with from 
the elevated ridges, which afford occasional glimpses of the bay, with 
its islets. 

Many of. our gentlemen were struck with the resemblance of this 
land tp that.of Terra del Fuego. Black islets and rocks, worn into 
various shapes, are found, as in that country, at all the points in the 
bay through which a boat can pa s. These rocks are of a basaltic 
character. About the Bay of Islands the rock is compact and argilla­
ceous, showing little or no stratification, and is for the most part 
covered with a layer of stiff' clay: two or three feet thick, the result of 
its decomposition. The hills about the Bay of Islands are generally 
from three to nve hundred feet high, but some of those at the head 
of the bay reach one thousand feet. The district about the Bay of 
Islands, and the northern portion of the island, may be styled volcanic; 
for, in addition a to rocks of undoubted volcanic origin, all the others 

• had in aa gteate. or .less degree undergone the action of fire. Our 
naturali ~ w ip rmed that ~e valley of the Thames was of a 
different tr, although many persons represented the whole 
iaJand as vol~nic. The. ridges in the northern part of the island 
were not thought to rise more than two thousand feet. The Rev. 
Mr. Williams, missionary at Pahia, has crossed the island from Port 
Nicho1lon to Taaranga, during which journey he passed a district from 
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which the snow was absent only four months in the year. This region 
is in the neighbourhood of the high peak of Mount Egmont, Paid, in 
the Sydney Almanac, but upon what authority is not stated, to be 
fourteen thousand feet high. Mr. Williams described the route 8S 

exhibiting volcanic phenomena on a large scale, among which were 
quantities of pumice, extending entirely across the island, and an 
extensive plain, which had sunk in one place, and disclol'ed a bed of 
that substance, three or four hundfed feet 111 thickness; he likewise 
spoke of geysers or jets of boiling water. 

The only volcano that was known to be in action, was one on a 
small island in the Bay of Plenty, on the east coast. 

The embedded minerals in the rock about the bay are quartz, iron, 
and iron pyrites. 

The hot spring of Taiaimi was visited, but it is described as rather 
an emission of gas than of water. It is situated in a small basin; and 
forms a lake of three or four acres in extent; near tho edge of this 
lake, gas is constantly bubbling up, usually thrOUGh the water, to 
which it gives the appearance of boiling; and gas also issues from the 
surrounding land for an extent of several acres. The water was found 
to be warm, but did not scald. Tho neighbouring ground was desti­
tute of vogetation, and appeared as if the surface of the earth had heen 
artificially removed. Sulphur was abundant, and there was also a 
light incrustation of alum. The water was strongly impregnated with 

iron, was much discoloured, and in smell and taste not unlike pyrolig­
neous acid. A quantity of gas was brought away, but tht bottle met 

~ 

w~th an accident before 1t could be analyzed. It is not intl&mmable, 
and had it been of a deleterious nature, the fact, (from the qnantities 
emitted,) could not fail to have been perceived. It had no smell, and 
appeared not to differ from atmospheric air. The natives attribute 
medical virtues to these waters. 

Twelve or fifteen miles to the westward of the Bay of Islands, near 
Taiaimi, there are several small extinct craters, rilling about five 
hundred feet above the surrounding country. One of them is called 
Poerua, and is remarkable for the regular figure of its cone when seen 
from the eastward. Its western side is cut through bY a deep gorge. 
The interior is covered with large forest trees , alld huge tiloeks of 
lava, while the ex1erior is clad in fer?,s of low grQwtb~ Th~ .4iameter 
of the crater is about half a mile. The plain which iJ r:QIJ ds the cone 
is composed of an uncommonly rich soil, strewed wi\Jl lava, which 
the natives collect in heap. in order to obtain space for cultivation. 
The lava does Dot extend far from the cone, and eveD in the interior, 
rock seldom appeared, but where it was seen it proved 10 be vesicular 
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lava. The soil in the neighbourhood of the craters is richer, looser, 
and more fit iOT cultivation than in other places. 

Dr. Pickering made a vi it to Hokianga, on the w 5t rn . ide of the • island, and found that it had more of the forest character thau the 
eastern. He took the direct road to Waimati, which is fifteen lUile~ 

from the Bay of Islands. The river Waitanga was very high, and 
one of the chiefi, a large and muscular man, seemed to take particular 
interest in getting them acros 5aft! and dry; but notwithstanding bis 
stature and all his care, he could not prevent a 51ight immersion.­
The Doctor arrived at Waimati at 4 p. M., and was kindly welcomed 
by Mr. Davis, the Methodist missionary, to whom he had a letter of 
introduction. It was not without surprise that he found here a water­
mill in operation, which the guides took care to point out with n little 
exultation. This, together with the fences, and well cultivated fields, 
were the works of the mi ionaries. He remained with Mr. Davis for 
the night, who advi ed his proceeding direct to Hokianga; but the 
guides who had h~erto accompanied him were ignorant of the route, 
and another became necessary. 

The next day they passed over the flank of Te-ahooahoo, a volcanic 
cone, and the most prominent elevation in this region. A little fartber 
on, a fine lake was pa sed, about three miles in length. At nine miles 
from Waimati, the wooded region was entered, which extended to 
Hokianga. Just before crossing the Hokianga river for the first time, 
the Baron de Thierry was met with, who was exceedingly polite. The 
road aiter this became difficult, it beina' necessary to cross the river 
repeatedly, and to follow the tream for SOlne di tance. The usual 
manner of cro ing here is to be carried. The guide , under various 
pretexts, prevented them from reaching Hokianga, and they were 
compelled to stop four miles short of it, at a chief's called Tooron, of 
rather doubtful character. • 

Tooron, with his family, had worship both morning and evening, 
as is eu tomar), with converted natives, he himself officiating. The 
accommodations wcre none of the be t. An open shed, with fire aOlI 
blanket, were, however, sufficient to insure a good night's re t. 
Tooron was Ii rally paid, nnd so well pleased, that he said he was 
determin te carry h' gue ts over the river himsclf. The road was 

• any thin but good, ling miry, d filled with roots of tree, so that 
.", 

• On the banks ~f the Waitanga., the adult inhabitants, to tho number of twenty, wero 
collected in 11 circle, 'each armed with 11 muskct, and scveral had been met on the way, all 
armed. The cauac of tlJis unusual QCcurrence was not known.. They are very fOnd of fire.. 
&rUlB, and on welcoming anyone, particularly a chief, all the people of the village UlCmble 
ILnd .. hrte him with a number of rounds, in pl'oportion to his rank. 
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their attention was wholly engrossed in seeking a aood foothokL The 
river Was again repeatedly crossed. On the way_they met oativel 
loaded with baskets of peacbes, th2 season for which bad arrived. 
They freely offered their fruit, for which tobacco was returned. 
Before noon, they arrived at Baron de Thierry's house, where they 
were hospitably received by his lady. This house is situated at the 
head of tide-water on the Hokianga river, about thirty miles from its 
mouth, and boats can ascend as fat as this place. There is no village 
at the mouth of the river, but many whites reside at different points on 
its banks. There is a bar between the headlands at its mouth, which 
will admit only of small vessels entering. 

Our travellers had intended to return the next day, but one of their 
guides, by the name of Pooe, was missing. He had been allowed to 
take up his quarters at a short distance, on condition of his being 
ready for an early start; on inquiry, however, they were informed 
that Pooe had soid he did not intenu to go back until Monday, which 
was two or three days off. They departed with~t him, but before 
reaching Tooron's, Pooe again joined them, having a piece of pork, 
which one of his friends had furnished for the Doctor's supper. 

Mr. Davis's was reached at dark, and the same warm greeting ex­
perienced as before. The next day they reached tho Bay of Islands, 
at Pahia. 

Pahia is the principal missionary establishment of the Episcopal 
Church. It is pleasantly situated on the bay, opposite Kororarika, and 
is the residence of all those attached to the mission, and their lfrinting­
presses are there. It is 'too much exposed to afford a good narbour for 
shipping, but as it is the most favourable side for communication with 
tho interior, the advantages aud disadvantages of its position are nearly 
balanced. 

Kororarika is still the principal sl-.:ttlemeat, and contains about twenty 
houses, scarcely deserving the name, and many shanties, besides tents. 
It is chiefly inhabited by the lowest order of vagabends, mostly run­
away sailors and convicts, and is appropriately named" Blackguard 
Beach." 

The appointment of the police magistrates was 0& of the first acts 
under the new order of things. Mr. Robert Slaortland, the4firBt police 0 

( 

magistrate, after the illness of Govl}rDor Hobson.. styled him",Jf acting 
governor, and a more ridiculously pompous functiolhN"y •. eould scarcely 
be imagined. He paid a visit to the vessel in whirh some of our 
gentlemen had made the passage from Sydney, and demanded tbe 
muon by the maiI-bag had Dot been sent to the new government 

mater. The master of the vessel replied, that he thought j\ his 
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duty, not having been infonned of any change, to deliver them to the 
old postmaster, until he should be directed oth~rwi e by Governor 
Hobson. This pompous fuuctio~ary, in an improper tune a well as 
manner, exclaimed," I wish you to know that I am governor now!" 
In the words of one of the gentlemen, " had he been the viceroy of the 
Indies, he could not have made his inquisitions in tones of loftier 
supremacy." 

Some of our gentlemen an-ivel! at the Bay of Islands in time to 
witness the ceremonies of making the treaty with the New Zealand 
chiefs. I mentioned, whilst at Sydney, the arrival of H. B. M. frigate 
the Druid, with Captain Hobson on board, as consul to New ZeaJand. 
It was well understood that he had the appointment of Lieutenant­
Governor in his pocket, in the event of certain arrangements being 
made. Hi arrh'al at the Bay of Islands, in H. B. M. hip Herald, 
seemed to take the inhabitants, foreigners as well as natives, by 
surprise. A few days fterwards, on the 5th February, a meeting was 
caBed Ilt the dw ling of Mr. Bu by. The meeting was large and 
numerou Iy attended by the chiefs. Many arguments and endeavours 
were u ed to induce them to sign a treaty with Great Britain, all of 
which were but little understood, even by those who were pre ent, and 
had some clue to the object in view. Great excitement prevail d, and 
after five hours' ineffectual persuasion, the meeting broke up, every 
chief refusing to sign or favour Captain Hobson's propo ition, which 
was in reality nothing more or less than a cession of their land, 
aUlhor~ty, a-nd persons, to Queen Victoria. Among the argument 
made uso .·of, he stated that unless they signea the treaty, he could do 
nothing more than act as consul I Nothing having been effected, the 
meeting was bl'Oken up, and the following Friday appointed for a 
second. Tobacco and pipes were given them before they departed, 
which restored their good humou~ and they went away houting. 

In the Ipean time, Mr. J. R. Clendon, an Englishman acting as 
American comml, the missionaries, and many interested persons 
residing there, or about becoming settlers, were made to understand 
that their interest would be much promoted if they should forward the 
views of the Br!tish government. Every exertion was now made by 
the e parfies-to remo"e the scruples of the chiefs, and thus to fonn a . . 
party etrpng enough .. o overreach.the rest of the natives, and overcome 
their objections./About forty chiefs, princip}\1Jy minor ones,-a very 
small represe$tion of the proprietors of the soil,-were induced to 
sign the treaty. The influence of Mr. Clendon, arising from his posi­
tion as the representative of the United States, was among the m 1 

efficient means by which the assent, even of this small party, 
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obtained. The natives placed much confidence in him, believing him 
to be disinterestcd.o H~ became a witness to the document, and 
infonncd me, when speaking of th~ transaction, that it was entirely 
through his influence that the treaty was signed. 

The Lieutenant-Governor installed himself, confirmed the appoint­
ments of a. host of government offi ers, and the whole machinery, that 
had been long prepared, wa put in motion. Proclamations were 
i sued by him, extending his autho'tity over all the English residents 
on both islands! and it was cbn idered by the Englishmen as good all 
law, though far otherwise by the other fOl"eigners. After this, the 
Lieutenant-Governor proceeded to the district of the Thames River, 
or Hauaki, in the Herald, for the purpose of procuring a similar 
cession of the country; but before this could be consummated, he was 
a ttacked with paralysis, and the Herald was obliged to depart for 
Sydney. 

o far a the chiefs understand the agreement, they think they 
have not alienated any of their rights to the soil, oot consider it only 
as a personal grant, not transferable. In the interview I bad with 
Pomare, I wns de irous of knowing the impression it had made upon 
him. I found he was not under the impression that he had given up 
his authority, or any portion of his land permanently; the latter he 
said he could not do, as it belonged to all his tribe. Whenever this 
subject was brought up, after answering questions, he invariably spoke 
of the figure he would make in tho scarlet uniform and cpaulettes, that 
Queen Victoria was to send him, and "then what a ha~dsorne man 
he would be I" ( 

Those who are not directly benefited by the change, cannot but view 
it a a disastrous circumstance for the natives, whic.Q will seal their 
dOQm, and mal e them the prey of the hQsts of adventurers who are 
flocking in from all parts, some to 1:fu engaged as public officers, and to 
fatten on the coming revenue , and .others as speculators. During our 
stay, a cutter arrived from Sydney, with a number of revenue officers, 
magistrates, and other min.or dignitarie . 

New Zealand c ntinued under the auth.ority of New SQuth Wa]os 
until Septemb.er, 1 40, when it became a separate c.o)~ny. One of the 
fir t ts of the new government ha been, by pl'Ocla1Jlatj~n, \0 require 
alI those who have acquired lands by purchase; from the natives, t.o 
exhibit their vouchers, and t.o show how much land t~ had purchased, 
and the price paid. At the same time, a committee wes appointed to 
examine these claims. A few statements made by this committee, will 

w how the. spirit of speculation has been at work in New Zealand. 
Up to October, 1841, they reported that five hundred and ninety-one 



o hundYed at\d eighty i d ; of 
these, there arc ~ur MJlfiIfi'ed ond thirty-five claims. amounting to 
thirteen millions nine hundred a~ twenty thousand tour hundred and 
eighty-two acres. The remaining one hundred and 6ft -six claims are 
not defined by CJ1'dinary landmarks, but are limited by degrees of lati­
tude and I ngitude. and computed in square miles instead of acres. The 
In t description of claims al'e considered, at a moderate calcalation, to 
be double the amouDt of tho four h~ndred and thirty-five claims, so that 
in round numbers, the claims already sent in to the commissioDet7 may 
be c timated at forty millions of acres. For four hundred claims, 
affidavits have been made, and the total value of gO!,ds and money paid 
by these claimants 1S thirty-four thousand and ninety-six pounds. 

For one hundred and ninety-five claims, no value is stated; but if 
paid for in tbe Same ratio, the amount will be nearly forty thousand 
pounds, or about one penny for three acres. The whole surface of the 
two islands does not contain more than eighty thousand ix hundred 
square miles, or 11 y millions of acres, and the largest part of them has 
not yet been :lold by the natives, viz., the Waikati district, Rotorua 
and Taupo, in the interior, as well as the whole of the eastern coaSt of 
the northern island; so that it will be difficult to find a spac wherein 
to locate these enormous claims. 

Laws have likewi e been promulgated and imposts levied, harafclsing 
to foreigners, (Americans and other ,) and most destructive to their 
comrnercial. pursuits, whil they offer the mo t marked protection to 
those ,.f British subjects! This would seem ~ot a little unjust to those 
who have been resident, and extensively engaged in comrnerce. before 
England took posses ion, and whilst New Zealand was acknowledged 
as an independent state, It has, among other things, been enacted, 
that all goods imported and remaining on hand on the 1st of January, 
1840, the time of British assumpt ion, shall pay duties; that alllandil 
arc to be considered a belonging to the Queen, even those purchased 
of 'efa prior to the treaty, while the purchasers shall be only 

to as many acres as the amount paid to the chief.'l will cover 
a~ of [tve shillings per acre. The government in addition 

ret!~_ to itself the right to such portions as it may require. any 
Of these 'dt' were made from the native chiefs, prior to the 
in good -faith, and {; an equiv ent with which they were well sad 
fled • .and so exp~sed themselve . 

The destruc 've efre t of these laws on American commerce wil 
.-t, particularly as those engaged in mercantile pur uits find 

Ives called upon to pay heavy duties on their stocks. Am'eril'*if-lft 
ot permittW 0 bold property, and, in 

'-~-". 4R 



tI:are flo prevented from re8prthsg 
'A\i··"IWio ... on the 08st, by the tonnage daty, port etd~1, 
dented the pri iJege of disposing of any thing in ba.rtert; an(f 'Cl~bliil!elll· to 

y &- duty on A merican articles of from ten to five hundred pet 
The expense of repairs have so mnch increased, that other plac. 
must be sought for the purpo e or making them. The timber and 
timber.l~nds are e elusively 'claimed as belongin to Her Majesty. 
Thu have our citizens been deprived of a fishery yielding about three 
Jjundred thousand dollars annqally in oil. 

vernor Hobson's proclamation will be found in Appendix XXXI. 
The expen es of this new government were estimated for the year 
41 at £50,922 3s. 4d., sterling, which is about equal to £10 for each 

man, woman, and child; for the whole foreign population on all the 
i tlnd , is ' not upposed to be more than five thousand. The great 
preci~itl:\ncy with which the islands were taken pd\fscssioD of, i traHl 
to have" beel) owing to 'the fears entertflined that the French intended 
forming jl colony bn the southern i land in like manner. 

After my arrival I gave the men liberty. Among the first who 
obtaiiied it was John Sac, a native of ew Zealand, and of the neigh­
bourhood of this bay. Hi native' name was TUBui, and he was a 
petty ch'ief. He had been some time absent from his country, and had 
sl,liled in the Expedition from the United States. was an excellent 

o 
sailor, a very g06d fcHow. and had been enthusiastic in the praise of 
his country and countrymen. According to him, there w s nQthing 
like New Zealand; and under this feeling he hired a canoe to tak 
him on shor , for which his countryman charged him three doUa 
although half n. dollar would have .been an exorbitant price. e 
landed at Tibbey's, and being nesir6us of going his friends, wishecl 
to engage a canoe to take him about ten miles up one of the rivers, 
the Kawa-Kawa, where they resided. For this conTcyan Ar: wa 
asked £2, nearly a month's pay. Poor John could not th' 
extortion, and was found sitting on a log, greatly m(llrtifitlll4.4 ..... JJe«i. 
and incensed at su h treatment. 

After John returned on board, he made a PT()1)O'Sltlloa'W,·TJIILr_ 
letter, to purcha e the islalJld which he<called Motu.gee, 

of nckatoo, belonging to his father abd family. and 
pressing belief daat they were aU 0ppos d to en$ ~ 
.ftA'-lIYlish.and ere determined not to part with their land 

Although the land about the a.y of Islands is much .-c.:rn .... r.IV 

indentations, yet from this . it atrords many pr"~." 
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which have in lOme respeets an appearance of an advance toward 
«ivilization, that one hardly expec~ to nd within the cope of the 
re id.ences of these savages. . 

One of the many sketches Mr~ Agate made, will rV'e convey ah 

idea of their beauty, as well as a distant view of their pa . 

At the time of my visit, which was, as has been seen, immediately 
after Captain Hobson's arrival, and the 'igning of the treaty, or ce ion, 
jt was evident that full seven.eighths of the native population had the 
same feelings as are found expres d in this note. The circumstances 
that have occurred at New Zealand fully prove the necessity of having 
Americ citiz ns as our consuls abroad. Mr. J. R. Clendon, our 

<?<M1i4ll!1~.4'''''W Zealand, an independent state, and the only represen­
tati • foreign power, whose interest was at stake, was consulted 
by slime the 'nost powerful and influential chiefs, who had J::efu cd 
to sign t trealy or. cession to Great Britain. They came to Mr. 
Clendon for advi e, h.,w they shottld act, and he admitted that he had 
advised them to sign, telling them it would be for their good. e him­
self signed the 1reaty as a witness, and did all he could to carry it into 
effect; but, in doing this, he said, he had act d as a private citi • by 
request of the Governor, thus separating his public dotie from his 
pri e acts. At the s me time he buys large tracts of land, for a few 
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, aDlii eta. to have his titles co med. of the U 
Thia' not'surpr' iog, and any foreigner would .undo ., 

v pursued the lame course; for hill personal intel'l88t y 
t in havmg the British authority established, while &be iDfill8l)ce 

he had over tbe chiefs was too great not to attract tbe attention of the 
Governor, and make it an object to secure his good-will and servic;e .. 

The prospects of these islanders are, in my opinion, any thing ..but 
pleasing, and the change by no mefins calculated to insure their hap" 
piness, or promote their welfare. It seems to have been brought about 
by a rage for speculation, and a desire to take possession of this country, 
in order to ecure it from the French. The idea that it was necessary 
to extend the laws of New South Wales over the island, in order to 
protect the natives, and break up the nest of rogues that had taken 
refuge there, is far from being true. No such necessity existed, for 
there was no difficulty in having anyone. .apprehended by sending 
officers for the purpose, or offering a rewa rd. 

The New Zealand Land Company have been tie secret spring of 
this transaction, and under the shelter of certain influential names, 
the managers have contrived to blind the English public. It will 
scarcely be believed that the New Zealand Land Company had dis­
posed of several thousand shares of land before they purchased an acre. 
Some three or four thousand emigrants, who had purchased allotments, 
left England on their way to take possession of them, just after the 
agent. Upon their arrival they could obtain no satisfactory informa.­
tion respecting their allotments, and were left in a dcstitu~e condition, 
to spend the few earnings they had left, and to endure all the ,privations 
to which people landed in a new country arc subject. 

Even of those allotments that have been given out, many are not 
susceptible of cultivation. It is scarcely to be believed that the high 
names which stand at the head oi this Company could have been 
informed of the true stale of things j yet it is generally supposed in this 
part of the world, that it is by their exertions and influen that the 
Briti h government has been in\:luced to take forcible posses he 
territory of an independent state, which New Zealand dly 
was. However this may be, the speculators have sU'ccee4ed in their 
object, and the country will now be retained hy Engl~nd. '\'lven if a 
military. power should be necessarr. $bould Ute (New Zplander 
resifttt !bey aM a warlike race, yet acting agaim4 Eu~an disci-
pl~ ",ul rudily be overcome. They are not unlike grown 
oi W!QI'8 easily ruled by kindness, and by satisfying 
j,e by force. The population .. .-' . ,..,."" 
~81_ ... Min.·MII~.'.bMI. tor that ha 0P-8rat11i .... 

o 
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. are to in action here, here the I v is already 
sinking imperceptibly before the advances of ~iviliza . n. While 
phiIaa1bropy. teal or pretended, i ransacking the globe to find subjects 
for its benevolence, it seems a little surprising that scarcely a oice 
has been raised in Parliament against this act of usurpation. 

On the j9th of February, 1840, there was a violent gale at the Bay 
ef Islands, said by the missionaries to have been the severest they had 
experienced, with perhaps the efception of one which took place 
shortly after their arrival. Many vessels suffered great damage. 
The Thorn, of Sag Harbour, which sailed a few dlly before, bound 
home, was obliged to put back, and in consequence of the damage 
received, was condemned a unseaworthy, as was also the Tuscan, an 
English whaler. The barque Nimrod arrived, having lost her topmast, 
and several coasters were missing, supposed to have been lost. Mo·t 
of the vessels lying off Kororarika dragged their anchors, but they 
suffered less from not being much exposed; the Harriet was driven 
ashore at Tipoon a few miles to the eastward, near ' Point Pocock. 
This vessel parted her cables during the night, and the next morning 
was found a complete wreck. The crew barely escaped with their 
lives. Besides these disasters on the water, those on the land were 
also great: fences were carried away, houses deluged, ground over­
flowed, wh~rves injured, and the extensive embankment of the mission­
ary establishment at Pahia nearly demolished. The tide ose six­
feet, during the night of Saturday, beyond its usual mark, which caused 
mo t 01 the damage. • 

This gttle was experienced at the Tham on board H. B. M. ship 
Herald, one hundred and forty miles to the south; al 0 by the Flying­
Fish, off Cook' Straits, and by the barque Achille , to the north. Mr. 
Hale was a pa senger in the last named ves el, and took barometrical 
observations nd notes during tbe ontinuance of the gale. 

From the observations, it apI ears that the change took place at the 
two northern and two southern positions, in opposite directions, provin 
that Ie was a rotary one, and that its centre must have pa ed . 
betw , Bay of Islands and the river Thames. The greatest force 
of the gale was ~tween the hours of 1 and 3 A. M., on the 1st of March. 

• At the BAy f)f IsJand a calm was observed by Mr. Dana and others, 
which la ted fifteen minutes, after4JVhich the wind rapidly hauled roand 
to the wClltwardf"and blew with increased violence. On hoard the 
Herald. the basometer fell to 28'15 in., and from the fact of the gale 
ha ving been experienced first to the northward and eastward, it i. 
certain that it came from that quarter, and passed over ew ~a48_ 
in a lOuthwest diredion: the width of the track was about & e 
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miles. Tbe 'Pflrticular of the preceding observatioas 
the Meteorological eport. 

Foreign residents have established, them elves in many placel, and 
on aU the inlets or arms of the Bay of Island" their cottages are 10 be 
seen, occupying the points and coves. 

On the north, tbe British resident, Mr. Busby, has built a large and 
commodious cottage, and commenced laying Qut his grounds in town 
lots for the future city of Victoria, of which there was a public sale 
previou to our arrival. All 'the lots were, I believe, purchased on 
speculation, for afler seeing the locality, one must be convinced that it 
offers no ad vantages for more than a village, if indeed for that. More 
to the westward, is situated Pahia, the mission establishment. For 
commercial purpo es, the south or Kororarika shore offers the greateat 
advantages, havinO' the deepest water, and being the most sheltered 
from the stormy winds. 

The extent to which speculation ha raised the prices of land in thiIJ 
neighbourhood is almost incredible. Mayew's Poffit, the first above 
Kororarika Bay, ha on it a few storehouses, which are rented for six 
hundred pounds ($3,000) a-year. 

Mr. Clendon, the American con ul, for about three hundred and 
twenty-five acres, of which only fifty are level, has received thirty 
thousand P9unds from the British government, reserving to himself 
the remainder, one hundred acre~. He bought the whole for a tritle 
a few years ago. The location is a pretty one, on a hill about three 
hundred feet high, and is, perhaps, the most commanding spot qn these 
waters. The neatness 0" his cottage and of the grounds abeut it add. 
much to its plc:\sing appearance. 

The introduction of a Sydney police at Kororarika has been of 
service to that place, for they have dealt in a summary manner ith 
the vagabond who formerly frequented it. 

A Roman Catholic bishop is established here, who has a chapel, 
and it was said, was making many converts; but it W8!S supposed Ihat 
the principai inducement to conversion was the liberality witb biclt 
he and his associates bestowed gifts and presentS upon t~ who 
joined in their prayers and received the cross. t: 

Besides the Episcopal mission. under the Reverend Mr. Williams, 
formerly a lieutenant in the British ~avy. there is a Wesleyao mislion 
at Hokianga. which is highly spoken of. Many rep~"ts have been put 
in circulation by the evil-disposed, in relation to thes~ missions; but 

far al myobitrvation went, they seemed e emplary in their duties; 
al p* in farming, in whi(!h native labourers ere 

iUinms having a large family ~ap, .. _1M' 



arose 
~~~·:I •• ~.mir"' cire\llnltinoee Wef'e remarked, from hieh 

~ .... t.:tIilt the interest of the l'Iatives were looked afte~ by< 
Ito protected their lands and induced them not to setl to 

; :I!IIilJ!Hft.'aD'tf, ho would otherwise have foulld them ooly too ready 
tliem. • 

,. tJ'i2e that the situation of these missionaries of the Churds of 
land Is different from that of any we had heretofore and 

equally so that they do not appear to have ucceeded as we11 in m ing 
proseIytfs "as those in the other Polynesian islands; but I am persuitded 
that they have done and are still endeavouring to do much gOOct 
They are, however, separated, as it were, from their flocks, and con· 
aequently, cannot have that control over their behaviour that wnuld be 
desi~a bJe. Many scenes, therefore, take place at the pa or stl'ong· 
holds, that might lJe prevented if the missionaries mingled more ith 
their eon verts. 

Mr. Williams was kind enough to have divine service at the house 
re oW' naturalists stayed,-Mr. Tibbey·s. I was not a Hule 

IW'prlsedwhen I henrd that Mr. Williams had refused any oppOJ'ftm' 
to our philologist to inspect a grammar of the New Zealand language, 
tb'at wa then going throull'h the press. I mention the circumstance 
a remarka~le, from being the only in tance of the kind that OCCU'M'ed 

to US ring the c1'uise; and it cannot be easily imagined what could 
va- been the cause of his refusal, for a very short period after our 

departure it would be publi. hed, and there could have been no fear or 
is being forestalled by us. 

mong the natives the taboo is yet law, though endeavours re 
IiIalriPg to introduce other laws among them. It was told me, OIl 

goOd uthority, that there had been a triat for murder by a jI,lry Of 
or netr Hokianga, under the direction of a white man, , 

tIII_,,"lagreat reuon to believe that the person did not receive tRot 
tii'fQal jUltic~ bieh a duly organized court would have a 
him. Tm. evidence was said to have been deficient, but the CUlI'RDt 

• belief 19aiqst hitn, he as no with tanding shot. 
!rI\· ...... -tives, we re told, e not 8 little surprised at t 

way in WhlCh justice, or rather punishment, is dealt out 
1tU-"-"~'~;"lilll:trate of ororarika. 

taboo Is; are wry strict, and carefully obiM!I!IIIIrM 
who 'are CGft' red Christialllo 






