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C H APT E R I . 

• • HAW A I IAN GROUP: 

1 8 40. 

TOE king, K:unchnmcha lIT., who had given ordera Ihat he should 
be scnt for 8S soon ns the Vincennes arrived, TCnchcd Honolulu on the 
291h September. from ?laui. The ne:s:t day I waited upo~ him , ac­
companied by our consul, Mr. Brinsmade, nnd by many of the officers 
and oalu~al ist8. at his quarters nenr the fort. A soldier dressed in n. 
sca rlet uniform stood on guard at the door. W e were ushered inlO 
the audience-chamber. nnd prescnlOd to !.he king. whom we found 

ted in the midst of his retinue. The apartment was composed 01 
two Jarge rooms with low ceilioW'. communicating by folding doors. 
011 the right of the king was Kckauluohi, a daughter of Knmchnmeha 
J., who acta os prime minister j and there were also present. among 
others, Kekbanlloo , the go\'ernor of Onhu, Mr. R ichards, who is tho 
king's inlcrprctcr and adviser. Hanlilio, John Young, lind the officers 
of the body-gu!lrd. 

The king was dressed in a blue coat, white pantl\loolls. nnd ,'est. 
W e afterwards UrJderswod thut he had prepared himself to reccivc us 
in full costume, but on seeing us approaching in uml ress uniform, he 
had taken off his robes of Slaic. 

(0' 
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'fhe o.pfearance pf the king is prepos:rei8ing: he is ralber robust. 

above the middld" height, has a good expression df countenance, nnd 
pleasing mo.nners. • 

Thd' person who attracted Qur attention most, Wo.! Kckauluobi. 
This lady is upwards of six feel in height; ber frame is cxcecdiogly 
large and-weH covered Wilh fat. She was dressed in yellow silkf with 
enormously hr-gc gigol sleeves. and wore on her head a tinrarof beau­
tiful yeilo,\.. feathers intorspersed with a few of a scarlet &olour.­
Above the fcathers appcarc<ta large tortoige-shClI comb. that confined 
Iler straight Qlack hair. Her shoulders were covered wilh a richly­
embroidered shawl- of scarlet crape. She IfIlt in n large arm-chair. 
OYer which WBS thrown a rooo made of the sa~e kind of yoUpw 
fcathen 8S decked her .'iaM, ljer feel were encased.,in white cotton 
stocN illg8 and meo' • • shoes. She wna altogether one of the most reo 
murknble.looking renonages [ have e~cr IlCen. . _. 

The governor wns aandsomely dressed in a ulfiform of blue and 
• gold. . , ..,. .. 

The conversation was catried on with case through ~c inlerpreta~ 
lioll of l\Ir. Richards •. and left upon ;ur minds n favourllKfe i.mpie!llion 
of the intelligence of the royal family of the!Kl islands. One lhin~ 
wos certoin. Ilamely. that. in regard to personal t;ize. they are unsur­
passed by any family that bas ever come under my notice. 

1 next returned the visits I hud received from the foreign resident., 
in which duly I was accompanied by our conllUl. I found many of 
them living in very comfortable stone houses. which were surrounded 
with young plamalions of ornamental shrubs :Lnd trees. ThelO plan­
tations, with thei r gardens; are kept in n thriving Siale by means of 
irrigaflon. The water for this purpose is raised by windmills, tbat 
work pumps. from wells about ten feet in depth. It WI!IS represented 
to me that the water in these weU. rose and fell with the now and ebb 
of the tide i but ancr lrequent trials of that in the rear of the house 
wbich 1 occupied, J could detect no variauon greater than nn inch nr 
two. The wells are sunk through the bed of coral on which the town 
is built, and water is every where found beneath iL The water is not 
perfectly fresh, nod many persons ha..ve that which they driolt, brought 
froQl the valley of Nuuanu. ~ 

• 
• 'n- fcalber. &rO amoog Ihe Il\OIt ftlebnled production. of th~ i.landl, and .orne 

idea 0( their c.;.l may be flll'lt\td ",11m it it! Rl.1od llItt each bird yield. ont, a kw, and 
that _ tAou.nd. 1.1'0 roquiml \0 &Inn a head.drea. Tile wreatll wom by Kekauluohl, 
w .. n11Md d. tiSO, and '- robe II 12,000. The bird. (McUthreplcll pacifica) U'C taJ.en 
..,. __ fll Wdlinw, made !Tom lbe pi-u... and tho c:atcltinc of them " praeti_ ... 
trado b'1 u. ~ n .. -.rin, of u- mIll,,. it! • l,mbo!. of Wrb 1'IIlII. ' 
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J .... had thl) pleasure of visiting the mi!IJiotlllrip; 11.00 I'paoy 
miaepre_talions have been publi.hc4. and much mtaundentading. 
esi.la, ."0 to their domiciles, J trul 1 may be excused jf r give a 
.horL.~on of their interior, to ACt the maIler at rett. 11 will I 
think if. J ,. Jeat tp ntisfy /lny oue lhat they are .not a!l luxurious in 
their ~ . as has been sometimes represented. Their hot Ilrc 

generally <foe .tory and 11 half high, situated .fifteen or twenty paces 
within 84. unpretending gate, and the gnrden is surrounded \yadobe 
willis about IOven or eight feet high. Some of tbe housct are of slOtle, 

but most of them Gre of wood; they are from twcnty Ip thirty feet 
square, and twenty foot high, nnd hln'c the appearnnce of hning been 
addfjd to IlS the pro~rity of .tho mission increased. The front door 

- opens into the pri" cipal room, which i. iovered with a mat or common 
ingrain carpeting, and fumished whh a table. II. fe., windsor chairs, a 
rocking-cjlair, and ~fa. all of wOOd. There is 8 \'ery high mantel, 

. but no ltc.place, tht latter not being needed . • On the mnnlel nre 
placc.4.Jo·ur ~ln88 Jamps.<coch with one burner, and in the centre a 
small china VJl80, with a bunch of Bowers in it. Severol coloured 
aeripturnl "pr inr.t. hang on the walls· about a foot below the ceiling; 00 

tho &ablo were a few devotional books. • 
-rhe ea:ting.tOOll1 adjoin!! tho principal room, and in ono cornet 

Itands a cupboard, or an old sideboard, very much the wone for wear. 
This contained tbe commOll earthenware used aL meals. A nath'e girl, 
or woman, is all the .. h~lp i" and both the master and mistress tako • 
pal't in many of the domestic dulie!. As to their fare, it is plain, 
simple, and wh9lellome, and always accompanied with n hearty we'" 
come and cheerful, contented fnool,-at least, I fouod il to- The 
salaries of nil. both clerical and secular mcmbeTll. are the SaffiCJ 

namely. fo~r bwKlred dolhm for a family. How it is po!lsiblc for them 
to rJotbe and maintain a family on sucb 0. stipend at [1ooolulu. l am 
unable to cODoo.lve. They receive no other compensation, nor arc they 
a:Jlowed to bold any properly for themllCh'es, not e\'cn a cow. All 
must belong to the mission, aod be pa.id for by it. 

T o I16YeI'8I of the missionaries l feel indebted for un80licitcd kind. 
nc8llCl, and l..JI~nt many agreeable bours in their lIOCiety. I RlU!lt. bear 
testimony that t. saw nothing but a ("ruly ch:m.bla ud Christian 
bearing tewaros others .lhroughout roy intercourse with them. and 
heard none but the most eharitable expre!S.ions toward. tbeiJ' ...... nrs. 
Heedless of the tongue of scandal. they pursued their duties with even· 
,.. of temper, and highly lo.udtlble.good.will. 

Noar the muwonnries' dwellings is their prin.ting ettllbLi.hme;nt 
UDder the .. riotendencc of Mr. Rogers, Here they have tI.roe 
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pressca, ~hich nre gencrnlly in active employment. . The workmen 
are all tl.nth'e!f, and, from Mr. Rogers's account .. they work very 
steadily, during the hours or labour. througbout Lbo yeR. Thi. 
occl.fpution is considered 8.1 the foad to pref'crlllcnl; for .. .kAow­
ledge and habits of industry lhey ncquire in it narurall, nile them 
abotTe Jheir fellows, and they nrc IJOOn required for the wantl of the 
country, ci~r in lcaching schools or other employmentS" under the 

• government • 
J was told that upwards' of four reams of 'J>npcr are printed daily, 

aRording tlQ extensive circulali,on of books in the native language. 
Elcl'en thousand copies of the whole Bible (lave been printed, and two 
weekly popers are published. one in English, callI¥! the Polynesiaq. the 
other in the Hawaiian hmgulJSc, which the nIllivqs generally rOlld. 
They hnyc likcwisc.n book-bindery, under the directloo of the society. 
1\13111 LmeLl ar.e nleo puLli:.ln_.u, son;e or which arc by naliv~ autbors. 
Of these I cannot pltSS at least one without mtming him. • This iI. 
Da,-id Maro, who is highly esteemed by al~ who koow him; _ who 
lends thc mis.sionaries his.aid, ill mind as' well as cxalJ)plc. in ameUo­
raling the condition ot his countrymen, lind checking Lic.cnliotl!beII. 
At thG same time h.e sell an example or industry, by farming with m. 
own hands, and manufactures from his sugar-oone an excellen' ~ 
I ...... 

Though not actually connected with the mission, the Soamon's 
Chapel, and ils pious and culigluenod pastor, (he Rev. Mr. Dicll, auillt 
in doing great good among the sailors who frequent the port. The 
cbapel is a uC!D.t wooden building. and is chiefly frequented, by the 
forei¥n q:tidenta and sailor, in port. From its cupola, on lhe Sabbttb, 
always wa,-cs the Bethel flag; and it is generally well atlended. The 
nev. Mr_ DieU, to the regret of all, was about returning £omc. He 
was in Ule last stage of consumption, but hoped to {cneh his native 
land before his dissolution, whieh he felt and know was rapidly ap­
proaching. 1 rogrencd to hoar thnt in tbis hope ho was disappointed, 
having died on the homeward passage. He was Iruly a pattern or 
resignation. and WIUI beloved by the whole community_ Be had done 
much~ I have boon told, to sonen the asperities belwoon the contending 
factions, and to arreat the cour80 of vice, which, ~n his !UTivat, he 
found stalking abroad. regardless of moralla)ys, and &Ctting-at nought 
all thoee enacted by toe government for the protection ohhe pellce and 
quiclDcss of the well-disposed, 88 well as for punishing those who wO{'e 

guilty of crime. 
A, the Da.tiVes, uDder the tuition of the miSillonarietl, eenersed from 

barbarism, inJlead of deriving • .!Ocoursgcmet\t from their intereoune 
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• • with forttipcrs, diffieuhios were thrown in tho way. The cbiai agents 

in lbo vexations to which the government ha, hoen · C!lPO , .re the 
deti.goiaI individuuls who hold the lrituafion of consuls of the two greol 
Eu~ pers; and through their bfleful influence thc difficulties 
have beeI: continually increasing, until, finally, these islands and thoir 
govcrnngeDt have hoen forced upon the auent ioll of the whole cgrilized 
wo~ld. AM the laws and regulations cstablishod by the,kings and 
chiefs for . epressi,ng immorality and vice. were not only derlUed, 1)ut 
often act at open defiulleC, because they dished with the interest. of 
.orne of the individuals scttled here. If attempts were mnd~ to enforce 
them, ollicial remonstrnncelP were resorted to, aCCOinllanicd by threats 
of p4fllllhmeuL .As 4hi:t, for a long time, did nOl follow, the matter 
came to be considrred as a systematic cuurscoOf bullying. whicn soon 
lost its effect. and remained unheeded. \vhen these id le threats failed • to effect ~r object, tbe new one "f the arrival of a man-of·war was 
held out a. a terror. --In these disputes the-.-missioparies seldom took Il 
J..-t. ev': in tho way 0' advice, and len the chiefs to their own 
guidance. .The~f did not feel themselves compcleht.10 give advice upon 
international que~tions, nnd, besides: considered 'them as of a lCmpornl 
ehorncter; for which reason thev believed it their duty to abstain from 
an; eonne'lion with the dispu~s. 'fhey could I~t, howover, !Woid 
being as much surprised as the chiefs themselves were, at the coolinUo 
nil renewed difficuhies which were made by these troublesome 
officials. and which tbeJ'b was nothing in the laws or regulations to 
justify. 

All to tho threat of the coming of a man-of-war. the natives rather 
looked to it us tho sure termination of the vexations to whlch they were 
exposod. They ho.d formed their opinion of the character and rrotfbb~ 
course of a~tion of tho naval officers of e ithcr of tbe two great powers 
from tho visit of Lord Byron in lL B.1\1. frignte Blonde. Tbis vessel 
had been the bearer of the bodies of the late King L iho-Hilo and his wifo 
from Englaod, and her comma'odor hud mado a mosl favourable 
impression upon the chier. and people. They therefore ex-peeted that 
on the arrival of another man-of.war, all existing difficulties would be 
removed, and that their good inteotiol1s and strict adhercoce to justice 
would be made manifest. 10 this expcctntion they were disappoirUed; 
tho Britist.navol commandQnI who corne afterwards wore not Byrons. 
and were, with one or two el:ceptiolls, lhe willing tools of the designing 
consul. lulluenocd by bis erroneous representations, they demanded 
apologica and concessions, lind endeavourod to dictate troutica. The 
regent and chiefll resisted those demands. and mallY disagrccable intcr­
\Owvn oocorrod. 
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Eng.nd was not the only notion wholC ships of ~ar were brought 

to aid in o\'cra"'-ng the natives. A Frenchmad, who claimed the title 
of coosul, although oot recognlsed as such by the king, pel"lladed tile 
cap,tain of u French frigate to illSist upon his being aclu ... 1Idged at 

a government agent. Thus: while this half-civilized community was 
struggling to make adv:mcca ill mora.ls lind religion, Frooch and 
Engli-;h m~-or.war. altcrnntaly, and occasionally in concert, did nil in 
their JX'Wer to break down the ldws Dnd regulations by w.hicb alone 
tbe union of the native bbrbarism with the wout vieet of civilization 
could be prevented. 

In this .a:iate of things it became evidco. lo the king.and chief!! tha.t 
they were in want of information in relation to lnternationaJlaw .. and 
they in consequence dellwocd to obtain a competent ~rson to give them 
advice on thal sub~ect . For &i8 purpose they endeavoured to procure 
II sui1:8ble counsellor from the UnitlAl States. Failing in th!1 attempt, 
they requested the ]lev. Mr. Richards, one or the milll!Jionaries, to . 
undertake this duty. • • • • 

1'bp missionaries, as Q. body, seem to have tboug!ll it n duty to 
abstam from meddling with any temporal matters, but Mr. Riehanb 
was prevailed upon \0 lICrve. As rellpects the inte;nnl Policy of the 
jslllods. no better guide tllnn lhis gentleman could possibly have bien 
eho8en. But like the other missionaries, ho was but little vcraed and 
had no experience in the affairs of government. Be W8S un~ to 

the peny squabbling of the foreign officials, and his mind Will far above 
tho ignoble task of disputing with the revilers of aU law and religion. 

1 had the plel!llrrc of becoming intimately acqu-ainlod with Mr. 
Ui~hard .. io his private capacity. and enjoyed an opportunity or judg­
iog .. , t3 the manner in which he performoo his public fU/lCtiqns; and 
I callnot but felicitnle the government aod people of Haw.if upon Iheir 
fortuoo in obtaining the services of one Wlto haa made such exertions 
in their bebalf, and wbo ia so well qualifiod for the reIpODliMe situation 
he holds. 

Mr. Richards had, u miuionary, boon for years a retident of those 
island .. and was thus in close cQDocxion with tbe kiog aDd chiefs in 
tbeir apiritual concerO$. That they Ihould have desired his c:ouneel 
irt their temporal aRain, is a strong proof of tbe dfction and eeteem 
with whiah they regardod him, and is alike creditabkt to h~ character 
and the soundness or their judgmcnL It waf not, bowever, to be 
reoeited ali an evidence of lUly undue influence of the millionariel in 
political qoomOIll i and from a close examination 1 am sarided tha1 DO 

I>uch iaftueace e,i.te. Mr. Richard~ linee bil appoiatmeQt- ... ao 
voice ift cooncil. aDd i. merely an advilCr on tueh queItiODI u"'" 
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council may eons)der aa demanding an acquaintance with the pages 
of c ivilir.cd nationl!. . •• 

The council, in which tho govcrnment 4s in fac t Velteq, is demposed 
of Ihil'tell4t pellOns ranking as chiefs of t~ highest order. four of whQrn 
are femals 

When _01.ubject demands their consideration, the facts and T'OI!BOllI, 

pro and con,-ue fully laid before the council, in a comprebptive and 
simple manner, and tho Yoto and decillion of its members .-c had, 
withou t any further recourse to Mr. Richard.. T he subject is alway. 
acted upon with great deliberatioll, aod frequently with much diKri­
minalion .nd judgment; for. not only are the chiefi , strong-minded 
people,. but the (erna~ memben of the council are also remarkabie 
in Ihis respect, iliad all appear desirous of d4ing what is right and 

• • proper. 
An .oecdore of what occurred d'l one of tbeir dt!Jiberations, will. J 

tbink, il1utt~te their slmplc !node of coming II) a proper decision. and 
,how thq,l\vhen they are rvade to uoder81Rnd that any act 01' regu­
IttliOD will pl'Ov~ unjust, they are quite de8i~ous to revise their own 
intended vote. • 

Wben they hact under consilieration the law relative to the descent 
0{ )1roperty. Bnn prcvioulJ to its final po.uoge. each was, as usual, 
nlked wbether it should become a law. All had auenteci te') irs passage 
escepi ODe o( the female member .. who, when the inlClTogatoTY wu 
put 10 bar. laughed. but Sltve no answer. On being ptened. she .kI. 
"Tbe law to which you have a,8scnted, hus it not passedt My vQte 
is DOt then Deeded." But, .upposing from this, that she had re.8OhI 
for withholding her vote, they pres~ed her to speak, when ,he ulted • 
.. Does not this proposed law give one-third of the property to tRe king. 
nnd two-thiftJ. to the heirs of every one T" Yes. "Is 'hi, just 1 How 
differenlly does this affect OMI or two of the chiefs and mysclf! They 
have no children; J have rour. 'My heirs will suffer, theirs will not. 
This il not right" 
. They saw the subject in R new light, 8nd at once determined to 

adjourn, for the purpose of- thil)king tbe nffair over. They finally 
came to the conclusion, that aUlho properly of Iholl6 who had chikl.reo 
should go to the olf*pring, but that or the properly of thote who bad DO 
direct hei,., the .king should be entitled to one-third. ThUi IIand. the 
law III preaent. 

On Ihe 2d. October, J received a visit frol)'l Mr. Richards. who com­
municated 10 me the desire of the king that J shoukl viait him. In 
oonfonnil,)" whh this .requeal, I called upon him, accom~nied by 
Capt.;. Hudeno. .A \though J had depal1ed. ..ner my tint "We • 

• 
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highly..prcpo·sscscd in his favour, I WDS not prepa~ to find him 10 

easy and gC'lJ16mnnly in his manners as he. nbw appe~red. He was 
alone when he rcc:eiyed 1,18, Ami in a few minutcs. we roond (hilt he wa! 
aqlc 10 express himself .... ery intelligibly in English, ond wal quick in 
comprehending what was I!!ufd to him. 

He W85 found at one end of the lnrga gros.s.hoose built fClT him by 
the c'ovcrnor KckuROBoa.* He received us in a frlolldly manner. 
From ~"reprcscnloliontl lhot hnd been made 10 me, I had bcon led to • believe that the king Wilt not only dull .of npprehension, but had little 
disposition to engage in or tnJk of the affairs of government; I found 
him. on th"e contrary, exhibiting an intifl1ille acqullinlanco with them. 
He entered fully and frankly in the di!CllSsion of a ll tho matters in 

• • f' • 
relation to which disputes hod arisen bet\veen him And foreign nation!; 
and I, 00 the other hood, wni de!irou! to elicit hi: views with regard 
to the difficuhies che had lor the ·jllst yenr or two coco~ntered, and 
leMn the feelings he ,had cJlperienced in the ardoous situation. in whicb 
he hod been placed. • "'- . 

He spoke of the ml\n~er in which foreigners hltd ,obtruded them· 
selves into the affairs of his gover~ment. so that no one of its acts \\8S 

permiued to pon without his being called, in a rude rt'n uncivil manner, 
to accoOnt for it. ' He stated thul he found great difticulty in acting 
correctly; for foreigners, whom he and his chiefs had treated with 
every possible attention, hnd from interested motives. urged meaSUrel! 
llpon him which he knew to be wrpng, Mld had, in many C8.9CS, 

abused the confidence he had placed in them. He expressed the 
strongest desire to do right, and to protoet his people from evil influ. 
ences and the encroachments of designing persons, by wholesome laws 
aDO- reg.:. l:ttions. 

The trellty which he hot! bOOo compelled Jo I!ign by f'aptain Ln· 
place. of the French frigate Artemise, wa!J alluded to by him in terms 
of mortification : be regretted that he had done on act nnd yielded to 
• mensure which hOO rendered nugatory his municipnllnw8 unCi regu. 
lmions. 

T o ex-plo in this part of the convorsation. it will be necessnry to 
relate &orne particulars of the c ircumstances which led to this inter­
ference of a French commander with the lawl! nn,d ordinances of a 
wenk, anJ, as I think it will appear clearly, nn unoff'ending.poople. 

T here has always been a party among the foreign residents opo 

• 'nU. .......... sbout lidy filet Ioftg by bty Il!et. "ides. and flDl\Wn. OIIly _ mom. 
wbicIh. _,. ___ , ... diridM ..,. """"blo _ into IIttflnl. .,.rtJnen~ 'I"t. ... 
_ ..... with..... 'I1Ie .... bote wu w~1 adapted to tbe hel, or 1lIo ............ "­
.... 1 ., .. ~ rr- 1I'IUI ."...~ lind I'f'hI,hlni' 
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posed to the imllr~vaf(loo t s which nrc taking place in the' morals and 
habits of the HawtliialT people under the influence of Ike mim()~arie&. • • My poeilion enablc(l me to heo.r the st, tcmen18 of bow parttes, and 
uJlhougb the heal of the dispute had io aome degree abated,. mUI~31 
compl3inl' were It ill m3de. By a comparison of the two ItatemenlS, 
the truth .tOC$ not appear difficul t to be reached. 

The part,)i>oppotod to the missionurics were aoxiolll to counteract 
the influence they ascribe to them; and for this purpose. "'btn they 
saw u,e old- hoathen practices and vicious habits of the people rapidly 
vnnishing. bClhought thcmseh-es of the Roman Catholic priests; and 
It88fI'I to bave desired to e:r.ci1e t1 ~latian war as lime of the m ... 
efJ'actllal men II! of 0pR05ing the progress of the Protestant missiona!,'y 
cause~ F or this pur~se they held out induce~ol5 to those priests 10 

eoter Dud CIItnQlish \henl !elves in lhe Ha'ft"niian territory. This was in 
direct defiance of the law, which liIad made tbe "Ftolcstant the esLa· 
ylisbed antf aolely tolOrated religion of lhe state. 

Xhis pnt:iple, by wbic~l all forms of worship except one were 
excluded, seem. 10 hB\'e been adopted by lhe king and ch ief" in the 
belief thnl two ·creeds would have !'Cnded to 'distract the minds of the 
people, lind ~rodllce contention and confusion. WhFlt share the rois.. 
Ilioltories had in bringing tbem to this conclusion. I"ollnd it impossible 
clearly to ascertain; but by information obtained from tbose best 
inCormed on the subject, I WBS satisfied that the accounts of the 
pe~utions. undergone by Catholic converts, and of tho cruelties 
I!"aid to have boon endured by them. were much exaggerated. Nor 
were thase in any CftlM) to be imputed directly to the mi$!lionarie.. 
who had in mAny instances endeavoured to prevent the infliction of 
runishment for religious rensons. Of cruel treatment for thif ca.psc, 
1 could lelftn no authenticated instance, nor did I meet with noy one 
who could adduce fncts from his own knowledge, nlthough I sougbt 
inrormation from those inimical to the missionarjes, as well as from 
lh9!O wbo favour them. That the missionaries and their proselyte. 
cnte rtain apprehensions of evil from the propagation of Romanism 
is true, but 1 found leu illibcm!ity on the subject of religious form~ 

existing in the Hawaiian Islands thon in any place I visited on the 
cruise; Ic!!S than is enterta ined by opposing sects in our countT)' ; and 
fnr leas th!,n crillS in Catholic countries against thoac who hold the 
Protestant f8it~. 

In spite of the prohibitory law, it is a notorious aoo indiJpuUiblc 
facI, thn~ the first Catholic priests, who landed in J827. were kindly 
lrealed by a1\ clftues of nn.tives, and by the Protestant miesionaries. 
The American minion even furnished them with the boou they bac1 
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priDIed to able them to learn lhe Hawaiian Janguige. When. how· 
OYer, ~ ... wU"hnt publicly celebrated, the COIlgen.a D8tivet in po&-, 
1'&) took ao uOrlioo to that mode of worship, u it appoartd to them 
IL{Jlep blckward. toward. their ancient idolatry J aod Ute very eir· 
clUDltaoce which, had they conlinued heathen. might have boon an 
iaducement to adopt, 5erl'tld DOW to alicnllte them from it. f 

N5 seriOlls dislul'bancet in relation to religion occurrtl~ until J830, 
when t.Ile rcalho!ic missionaries wero considered 10 have been engaged 
in promoting the attempted rebellion of LjlikL The Catholic., for 
this roason, wero aasocialed in too mindl of the ruler. with the oppo­
nents nf good order and the violaton of tJ1e lawL 'fhe chio&, in COD­

tequence, became jeeJoua of their religion, and of their auompts 10 
promulgale their doctrivc!L Whatev~r may ha~ been lbe truth°oflbe 
lUlpieioD of the interJerencorof the Catholic.. pne.ti with 1M all'airs of 
IOvernmcnl, there' CO D be no doubt_that tbe pJ'QCeedings which fo.now-t 
wero dictated by reaSODS of alate, not by eectal'ian religiOlis feeliDtlp. 
It was determined to expel the priests frol,ll the i.land, aod\1boy \Ure 
.ent 10 California, at the eltpeille of the government, in Il ~1 tilted 
out for the purpose. ~ • 

No further auempt was made by the Catholics to pr6pagate I.beir 
doctrines in tbe.e i,lands W)til 1836, when the Rev. Mr. WaJ.h luded 
IeCretly. When his CIllling became known. he wa, ordered to depart~ 
but, after ,'o.rious excuses for delay. flntllly obtained permi-.ioo &0 

remain. on condition that he would not attempt to ptQpap .. hi. 
religion. 

In N<"'ember of the lame year, Captain Ru,sell, of H. B. M. Ship 
Actooo, made a treaty with Kllmehameha Ul. One of ill onic lc, 
pr<\V .... for the protection of British IIUbjOOUl aod property j nnd under 
this treaty "ith a natiob who!J6 established religion is s,-.otestaDl, it 
... resolved thaI air attC!lmpl should be made to introduce Catholic , 
miuionllries again , by makiog u.e of the British nag, Rnd by claiming 
tIa, a1 least one of them. 1.0 ltUbman, came under the protoclion of il. 
pro'l'iliona. 

The brig Clementine arrived, under British coillun, having 0. number 
of Catholic prie.ts on board. who IaDded. Great eacilement wal at 
once produced in Oahu, and they were forthwith ordered 10 re.embark 
ud depart in &he .. tne v-a. Thi. they refu_, but wei! compelJed 
by threats to complYt DO force, however, being ulDd. .AJt.lIougb uodor 
......, colou1I, the ..... w .. owaed by tho Freoch coolul J but he, 
we. ..... by the authorit;' of Oahu to iii ..... , d-*i tU& .. W 
.., __ <100 -. ..................... _ ... ... 

,...Oubollc .................... oompellod ................. _ 
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• • WaJ abandnncd by the owners nndJ.hosc who had chartered her. Her 

colool"l were hauled down by tbe French. and hurnt. it! Lhe ,~et by • the British cootUl, D-nd 0 large amount 04 dnmages wa! claimed from 
tho governmenl, on the ploa thlll .he h.d been forci~y teizod. • 

Thi. tranlactwn had hardly occurred, wheo the. Frcnch frignto 
Venus, C.ptoin Du Petit Thouars, ami I), S, M. ship Sulphur, Guptain 
Belcher,lInil/ed. The two consuls did all in their power to mIke it 
appear Ihnt a groll violation of the rights of their resre~lit-o&itizen!l 
hod been commilled. The &eenes which f~lowed were di!l~raceful ; 
for inllllnce~ the English coosul so far forgot himself 8 5 to !lhake his 
fi,t in the face of Kinau, 1'1. female, IOcood in rank to the 'king; Bnd 
Captain Belcher did the iRme to the Rev. Mr. Bingham, the head of 
the Afuericlln minion: whoPl he threatened III hang at the yr..rdarm. 
The only otreoee ot the rcvertmd gentlcfnan was his having acted at 

interpreter, and being supposed till cxercise an itIftucnco ovor the 
governme~t: ....A ltboll~h thill thrcat was no more thnn idle bravado, it 
pr.duced"lttueh excitement . • 

A treaty was made with tho French, and new articles were added 
10 the Rus!K!lI t~aty. Both comm:mders promi!t8d that the aatholic 
miaionllriel ·should depart Ilt the earliett opportunity, and should not 
proleh 1)r attempt to propngate thoir religion. lJnder the French 
treaty. ttowever, it WIlS aftcrwards cla imed that the miuionnriWl had 
.the right of tcaehing their tenets, although both the officers had thul 
formally aekoowledged thlll 110 luch right could exist agailllt the coo­
sent and without the permission oftbe Hawaiian government. 

Some months after these transactions. tho provisor of the Bishop of 
Nicopo1is. wilh lOme assistants, arrived at Oahu. when pcrmiuion to 
laud Willi refU!l8d him. and the vessel W9S not permitted to ~ter.the 
port, until the owner had gi\'en bond that the priem should ~ot be 
landed, Thete priests, together with those already under :'1 stipulation 
to embark at soon 8S they could procure a passage. purcbased 8 
Ichooner. in which they sailed for the island of AICcnsion, i.o the 
Caro,line Group. 

The king and chiefs now dwught it necessary, for 1he purpose of 
securing themselves against any future annoyance, to enact a law 
milking il penal for any-one to teach or propBgBte the Romish faith. 
Under tbit Jaw some of the natives wcre fined and otherwise puoished. 
Every pouible endea\'our was made to throw the odium of lbis Ja.w 
on the Americun mission, nod it wu aSlOrted that ils enactment had 
been. prooarod through their influence over the kiDg and chiefs. The 
Cal ...... at Ibis charge became appareot when, eigbtee8 mo.u. der-

• 
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wardf, the fepe.1 of 10 much of the law as Ilu(h~ tbe inftiotion of 
corporal pol)illhmol'lt, was encored through the iMlrUmentality of lha 
.ilJlw..ories, and religioull IIolernlion waft proclaimed. If any blame 
~ to be hnpulcd to them, it i. because they did not at an earlier period 
take stcpt to obtain the wilhdrawal of pn ordinance-Ill D)ueh at variance 
.ilh tbe institutions of the country whence they came, wl\ere alone. 
of nnlions professing Christianity; toleration i. an unllno ..... n term, 
becallile nil sects siond upon an equnl footing. It is pouiblc that they 
had warm Dnd excited ~Iings to contend with; but if they h.d it in 
their power to obtain the repeal of 100 law, under which they mlll1 
bave heard Ihn. much severity ..... as practi,pld. at neaflier period, fheIie 
caD be no excuse for their delay. Tbis supioeoeu, whether apparent "" 
real. has nn.turally exciled censure, ooth in Hl waii and in the "'unil" 
Slates. tmd has eerved to gire 0. shadow of probabililY to lbe DUmel'OUl 
b_hoods and J1;iut.alemeots thM hn\'o boen publiahed in relation to 
their conduct in other mane.... Even the sevirity that wh roport.a 
to have been practised while the law con!inood in force, a fur _ 
than is ulually -represented, :md tho reports in relation to it seem 
generally 10 have been much exaggerated. • 

The arrival of Captoio Loplace, in the Frcnchr frigato Artem~ 
brought about 0.. crisis. for which it appears thM no party .... 
prepared. It WAIJ generally supposed in Honolulu, thnt the miu.ioa 
of this officer was the consequence of representations made by .. 
lIOCret agent of the Romish missionaries, by the name of Murphy, 
who is SliSpecteti of having informed the French government tha.t a 
perseculio.ll WtUI still going on against Fre,nch Catholic, and oiuMftl, 
How far th jll could be true will appear from the fact that the number 
of the .-Jbject& of Franco in these i,lands is four, il)cluding the cOlllol. 
bot excluding hi' family, who are English; how valualfle the com­
merce w~ich required a frigate to protect ii, will be properlyappre­
aiated. when it is sta ted . that only three French vcssels had visited 
the island. during the two years previous to the miSfJion of Captain 
lAplace, end that the value of their Cllrgoee was no more than 
Pf>,OOO or 130,000. Only one French vessel nrrivcd in the year 
which fo'llowed the transllctiorl1l I am .bout to refer to. 

That. BOrne gross misstatement had been mede. i. evideac &om the 
tenor of Captain Laplace's manifeato.. in which he lItat.,... heW 
been sper.ially sem to put an ODd to the ila.trea.tlDlllt recti_ .,. 
French subjects, and to secure them the free rilbr of their __ .. 
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Ho ueribes the f$neied evils of which be complains to the evil ~oune 
of !.he Americtln mwionarics, and charges Ihe king wAh.having been 
misled by .. perfidious counsellors." • 

How far Ihi. opint.>n was w~lI founded, will appe:at by 1'1. lolter vi, 
dr~sed on this subject to the king, by tho America n conlul, and his 
reply. [.teem it an act of justico 10 the America!) mil!siOIl 8 ri~, that 
these official. doeumonlS should be made public, as the most auttien!ic 
testimony thaI can be procured on the lubject, and wbic~ Loam of 
opinion m"~ command full belier.. • 

So far lUI CIlO be )earned from Captain Laplace" manifesto. hi, in, 
aNcHons ~d reference only to the 8ubject of religiotM toleration; he 
" .. to insure tbo future ' good treatment of French Catholics. and of 
the oAives convertcd~y them. He demand~4, in addition. tlI surety 
for.Jho future good 'conduct of the king a rid chiefs, the sum of $20.000, 
io which it has been alleged he hal not accounted~ and the French 
cposul cotl trived to ('urn the interveRlion of Captain Laplace to his 
OWII petsgllal advtlotnge, as will presently be soon. 

The promulEiation of thia manifesto. nnd the exorbitant demand 
wilh which it was accompanied. produced great consternation at H~ 
nolufu, nnd Ihrodghout tbe island of Oahu. The foreign residentl 
weltl in alnrm for their property, which was exposed on the ODC side 
to tho dangers of a bombardment. and on the other to tho pilfering 
of the natives i the nativM wete dismayed at tho dcmnnd of u sum 
they wero unable to pay; while the missionnries, with their wives 
and childreu, were the objocts of a proscription, from which. the 
Ameri,cBn consul was informed, their netioOl\I flag . hould oot be a 
protection, nor guard them from iosult and injury. 

Until the demands of the French captain should be eomplilld \..wth, 
the port of +loooluiu was declared by him io a stale of b~kade, nod 
no adviCe! were allowed to be sent from il except wilh his knowledge. 

Thc conduct of tho foreign residents, at this juncture. was most 
extraordinary. So far from aiding, by their nd\'ice nnd countena nce, 
the government under whose protoction they hnd been living and 
making fortunes, they organized a committee to look to their own 
aafety in thc threatened crisis. formod n company of minute-mcll,.not 
to act Against the iavaders. but Asainst the O8ti\'85 ; and actunlly 
applied to ~.ptain Lnpl&ce for the loan of arm! nnd ammunition. to be 
employed agaio$t those 10 whom thcy were in so many wn)'s indebted, 
n., \bus took Perl agtt.inst the native government. which Ihoy de­
I8I1ed in itt ulmost need; and it is with regret that [ am compelled 
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to 8ta~ that the Americnn. as a body did nol (orm ·,an exception, but 
Ihat some of ... 1tA:lm lell tho nali ve rulers to strliggla as they best could 
with a powerful enemy. .. 

(The rnissioriorie5 who 'Were proscribed. declined to involve the king 
and chicfs in further ciift!cuhies by giving advice, which, coming 
from them, would have been ()bnoxious 10 the French cOOlmandcr, 
but 1lcnt!y awaited the sulfering which they loomed ca.lk>d upon to 
underg:>o 

The regent, KckflU)Ual.i, and the governor, KckuanROtr, sueceedfKI 
nncr AOmo negotiation in ublnining a dcloy of Iha threatened ho.lil ... 
liCll, until the king. 'Vo'ho had been sect (Of, should arrive from MaUl. 
or until a sufficient· time should be allowod (or his 10 duil'llt5 .nd 
Haalilio WIlS sent on I¥>ord the frigate as :. ho~tage, for the execution 
of the trenty they were reqtr,red to sign. The- limA which W~ thU8 
allowed to inten,dOc, WIlS spent on·the side of the foreignen in crellling 
alarm, Bod holding up in dillmal oolourillho p~PCCt of lhecbloodshfld 
nnd npirlC that were to fall on Ihe devoted commc.nity.'" case-the 
demandlJ of the French captain were not complied with; nod on the • part of the chiefs in forming an 6ffio.icDt police to 8upprellS any intet-
tine commotion. Their conduct ought (0 have put·to ltie blush thoee 
whose property tHey Ihns prcpnred lO guard. Ilnd I con conColvjf 00-

thing more di.!Igr:lCeful lhan tha eondoet of tho foreigners 01'1 this 
occasion, E ven the AmerieR n consul f011 in the first insln'nee into aD 
error, in not nsscrting the right of his fl ag 10 protec t all AmorioaM:. 
Ilnd in not throwing ba ck uro" the F rench com m:mder the unmanly 
threat he had uttered against the missionaries and theit families. Ho­
ho'wever, fully retrieved hi.i error before the affair ended. 

l.l ~uld appear thaI the sum demanded by Oapl:'!in Lnplsce had 
been made 90 large by the advice of the French o.Oll5ul, who knew .hllt 
tha resources of the native goveroment would not enable them 10 rai,a 
It, Dod who hoped thAt, in lieu of it, any commercia'! arrangements he 
might choose to dictate would be granlcd, or lhat a good pretext would 
exiat for the occupation of lhc island by tho French, eithor of which 
might be turned to his (the consul's) pecuniary advantage. "Phe same 
roasons operated in a different manner upon the other foreign residen" i 
for oner their finl alnrm had somewhat subsided. they became RWnte 

of tho injury to which the Inlier ftllernativc would hue IIlIbjected therD. 
while from actuol hostilities they would be the greatalt IOff8rert; .nd 
thus, to 100 great disappointment of the French consul, they decerrRiaId 
to lend tho demnnded lum to the govemment. The.king did Dot arm. 
at the specified lime; but the regenl and governor, being thWi furnilhe6 
with filMS, at a high rate of intere!lf, .. good the treaty. 

, 
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Although tho hopes of tho French consul to Il1O the illnnd. takcn 
possession of by'hit countrymen were frl.lllttl\tcd, he ~ o.dvantage 
of -the state of affa.irs 1.0 ilCcurc (L pcr'lOtllll ndvaDlagc to himaclf. by 
procuring a commercial treaty which should abrogate. in f(Lvour of41e 
French. the laws against the importation of SpiriWOU5 liquors. Coplain 
Laplace liIll hirnlelf to this design, and a commercial t.rcl\!y Wrul draWtl 
up. which, lUlder the avowed intention of protecting French c,pm.nerce. 
provided for Ihe froo admission of br!Uldyo nd wine. in which th~consul 
had hithert& been an iWcit trader. This tl"06ty was presented to the 
king, who had by thi. tiroo arrived. late in the aflernoon, and he Wat 

required to pOI his signawre to it by the next Inorning, failing which, it 
W81 intimated that hostile measures would be Ilgain resortod to. II is 
nol sdtpriling that th~ king. on this occasion. found himself, as be 
expl"Cll8ed it 10 me. completely ot II. loss ~hat to do, when he foand a 
l8Cond treaty presenled to him for-hi s signature. ",lIhich broke dowD 
bit laws and the munJbiplll regulatiolU of the islann. These difficulties 
vieJO enhOJcoo by finding lhat he Will JeJl. entirely to himself, and with­
out the aid of any friendly advice; fOf no time was allowed bim, even 
to caU in the counsel of his own chid"lI. Tho foreigners. both residents 
and missionaries, kept.- aloof from him, although now WItS a juncture at 
whiah theirue friends of this people might have acta:! to advantage by 
stepping forwara -in support of the laws under which they lived. They 
cannot be too much blamed fOf having suffered this Oagr3Jlt ouu:age 
upon the rights of a feeble nation 10 be committed with theif knowle<ige, 
and without strong and decided remonstrances on their parI. The 
miui~naries. in particular, lost n glorious opportunity. 11 would ha\'e 
shown their eharacter in n beautiful light. if. aUer ablltaioing 8S they 
did from ony act tha t might ha ve increased the embnrrasslDe~of ~e 
governmcn~ when they were themselves Ihreateoed. they had come 
forward to oppose. by every means in their power, the overthrow of 
the low5 cnacted to chock the scourge of intemperance, agaimt which 
they had 80 long contended, 

Tho mercbalils. also. bad not the spirit too raillO a voice in condem. 
nation ot ao act fraught with so much evil to tbe people from whom 
they were gaioing their livelihood. AJthough all were aware of what 
wei goiog forward, aDd some of them were appealed to, DOne would 
take tbe re.ponlihility of ndvil'ling IQe king to withhold his signature 
from • ueaty that was to degrade him in his own eyes. alld which 
.......... the law. thai had hitherto been 10 beneficia'!' 

1 ....... tbeee codunenls on Lhe conduct of the foreign residentl and 
.. -.,....iea. 00eaw;c 1 am !lllli.God lbatlhe Imallest opposilion would. 
QOW have clteckod Ihe career of CaptaiD Laplace; .nd it would h.". 

VOl.. IV. S 

• 
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Nquiwc' but little argument to prove to him the se}fish view. of the 
French consJlI! Whatever he might have done-had hi' 61'S! requisitions 
not been complied with. I cr.ntlol believe, th", to Meure 0. commercial 
tl"p tlty (which docs not appear to haYo been part of his instruc tions). 
however advRnlageous, he would have ventured \0 commeoco h08ti· 
Iities. or thn!, if opposed on this point, he would have pt'Q(POOded lO 
trample on the right!J of tbe monarch of n weak snd unolf.nding nalion. 

It WlIs "now that Copluin L aplace insisted upon tho re(.."Ogll ition, in 
the capacity 6f coosul,. of the irresponsible individual 8r ,",yhom we 
118\'6 spoken under that style, but who had lIot hitherto been ~ved 
by the govern!l~cnt. 

The affair terminntcd by the landing of CaP..tain Laplace. with two 
hundred of his roco, fully armed and equippedo,or battle, for t6e pur. 
pose of celebrat ing mll.~ in IJne of the slr(lw·built hou!ICIJ of tbe king. 

The frignte s~ led the dayaftlr this ceremony; Ilnd tJlUS, in 1he 
'Pace of ten days. Captain Laplace had. by thd terror of bis canJlO!l. 
forced a dreaded religion upon a reluctant people, hcaped i~omin,.on 
the sovereign lind chiefs, trodden down the Jaw8, and left me ielands 
open to the introduction of immorality ~nd vice, besides carrying off' 
in his frigate the whole of the circulating mediulYl. ' 'fhil was truty In 
heroic exploit, and one that must redound greatly to the credit df .11 
who were concerDcd in it! 

The immediate consequences of the treaty, were it not for their 
serious results. would be ludicrous. TIKf'hrig Clementine. which flu 
before been mentioned, was immediotely despatched by Lbe Freoch 
consul LO the COOlt of South America, whence she returned without deo 
lay, having on board the Bishop of Nicopolis with Be\'cntl priesa, twd 
a filII ~rgo of French wines and brandy. It is needless to describe 
the efleet which the introoucLion of quanliticl of intoxicating: liquor pr(). 
duced upon the population of the islands. tbo inferior claues of which 
have still Ihe propensity mnnifested by oil savages for this WOnlt pr0-

duct of the arts of civilil".ed nations. 'fhe chiefs hu'VC indocd endca. 
voured to put 80me impediment in the way of the progren of the 
scourge, by making it necessary LO obtai n a license for the relail of 
spirituous liquors. 

After this account, it will be easy to understand tbe fooli ngs of mor­
tification and regret with which the king lpoke of the Laplace treaty. 
He I&id, thllt he was not surprised that France ahouId have IIElnl . 
force to inquire whether his people had injured tile nlltiycs of that 
country who Lad visited them, but he did ~r that 10 .great a 
MIion all France WO I represented 10 trim 10 be, Ihould hue wilhed 10 

dellroy hillawlj :tnd make bit people> .... ard. for the ,akc of aelling 
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a. sr:nal) quantity of brandy; thnt, were not hi" honour concerned, he 
would wi\Jiogly Sacrifice the twenty thousand doJla-".which ~aptain 
Laplace held f\S 8CCul'ity for the faithful.performance of·tOO treaty, if 
by so doing he QOuld provent the demoralization of his people; ~at 
the comme(cial trenty had been forced upon him by Captll.io Laplace 
end the french consul. who threatened to renew tho war anrl destroy 
Honolulu; t~at they ref~od him time to coosull with bi!"chiefs dr any 
other peraon, and insisted on raeeiving his signature the nc:d "lomiog. 
Hnving no tine with whom to advise, his OYVI impulse WBII to do any 
thing that might serve to preserve peace and pre\'ent injury to his 
people and the foreigners under his protcctioo. 

He said further, that Ihis was not the only instance in which bis con­
aeot hl£! boon oxtorled-I>y threats, to measures ofwhieh he disapproved, 
and that there hnd been inslancCfl when. he had been called upon to 
perform aUegcd promises which he had never given, for there were 
fIOme of tl\(! foroig rA:!J<3 who misrepresented every thing that took place 
iil.thoir in)Crviews with him. 

I at once pointed out a simple remedy for this, namely, thp.t he 
should hcreaftc~ transact all business in writing. Rnd h3ve no vcrbal 
communicat:i'On " .. ilh people of trus stamp or indeed wiUI any olle; 
telling him umt by keeping their Jelters, aod copies of his OWO, he 
would Illways be in possession of evidence of what had passed. J 
8S8(1rcd him lhat 1 considered his government to have made sufficient 
progreu towards II potIiti'oll among civilized nations to authorize him 
to require that official business should be carried 011 in this ma.nner, 
and expressod Illy belief. that should he adopt this method.. the 
It bullics" of whom he hlld spoken would give him no further trouble. 

1 DOW found Ihat his principal object in requcsting an illterv~w 'fith 
me WRS, thit he might renew and amplify his treaty with the United 
Stlltes. for which purpose ho thought it probable that 1 might have hod 
instructions. When he found ihnt this was not the cn.se. and that I hed 
00 official communication for him, he was ovidently disappointed; for 
he appeared most desirous to enter into a close friendship witb Lbo 
United States, and spoke in ,he highest terms of the kind manner in 
whieh he hnd ever been treated by our cQnsul Mr. BriMm.de and the 
commanders of the United ~tales vessel, of war,that had visited his 
islands. In cOllclusion, he intimated his hopeI that tbe United States 
would aCknowlodge hill pcopl~ as a nation, and enter into a new treaty 
with him a!l ita ruler. 

All this was well and intelligently expressed by him, but the main 
subject of the conversation, whieh InSlod for throo hours, was hi. ~ 
8M IhRt be had ever permiUed foreigners 10 inte.rf~re with his law 
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IDd mpnicipal regulations. dnd had not rather aDowec'l them to do their 
worst. The prtly justificntion he could offer to himlC'lf (or his submd.­
sion was. that by yielding hOlohad saved ~ trouble and diltrea to 
otpers. 

To return to the L.'lplace treaty. A commiaJion bu been eent to 
Frnnce with letters to its govornment. containing a statement of the 
transaclionl or which we have spoken, and aslting that &he cammer· 
cial trealy might be flnnulled 3S injul'ious to the morals o( hil people, 
IIo nd the king expressed his hopes that this flppoallo the magnanimity 
and moral sense or the F rench monorch would be successful 

With the Catholics. to whom this treaty has given (roo entrtlDCe, 1 
had no direct intereourac. I saw hpwe\'er that they were _1001 ia 
their exertion! to inculcate their peculiar lene\s; they hue Qrcad.y 
IJeven.1 places or worship, Itti'd were busy in ere<:ting n large chapel 
of alone. All the' chiefs. however, and the great body of the people, an 
still Protestants. The existence or tWO diflcrc'ht creed, ' has ea" 
some difficulties. One relining to the school system took plctce duriai 
tho stay or our squadron i and another relative to marriagct bctWeeD 

nati ve con \'erta or different persuttsiona. • 
1 cannot but indulge Ihe hope, that the competition or the teacben 

of different creeds. if they be actuated by proper motive., wilt. by 
stimulating their efforts, lend to the improvement of education aod 
the advancement of ci vilization. The Protestant missioouiea bue 
already done 80 much good, thai it is much more a matter of wonder 
that there should be so mfllly signs of piety, nnd 80 many inatancel 0( 
.uiet obedience to tbe morallnw, than that vice and. .enauality are ttiU 
to be seen in existence in this community, 80 recently redeemed from 
bap,ariom. 

Among 100 mOllt obvious benefils or the mi!l!lionary labours. are .. 
code or laws and a written constitution; tho last of which waa pro­
mulgnled on the Blb October. 1840. It is, no doubt, far from being 
perfect. but it is as rn'uch so as c irCUlnslllncel would permit, and i . .. 
proor or tbe sincerity or the interest the king and "chiers take in ihe 
welrare of those whom lbey govern i fo r in it Lbey ha ve made a willing: 
.88crifice or their power to what they deem tho general benefit of the 
nation. 

J was furnished with a copy of this constitution by Mr. Richard .. 
and J insert it, as perhaps the bett mode of contruling the preseQl 
... of the Hawaiian people with that of the inhabitan" of tbe Glher 
PoIyDosian "!laude, and of exhibiting the ad.,uco whicb they ba.re 
... lOW'anb complale civilization. 
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• 
CONSTITUTION, LlwB, ETC . 

• 
•• God ha1lh made of one blood all nations of men, to dwell on the 

carth" in unity and blO18tdnoss. God has allO beR10wcd certai.n rigbu 
alike on ali -men. aod all chiefs, and all people of alllandJ. 

These rtre some of the righ18 which he has given alike to every man 
and every chief of correct deportment: li fe, limb, liberty, freedom from 
oppression, the earninGS of his hands and the productions of his mind; 
not, h~wever, to those who act in -violation of tho laws. 

God hM also established. governmen~, and rule, for tho purpose of 
peace; but, in making la YOS for tho-nation, it i. by db meaos proper 10 
.;.nacl lawi ·for the protection of the rulers only, wjlhoUl also providing 
PJlQtcctioo for their subjects; neither is it proper 10 enact laws to enrich 
the chiefs onlYI without regard to enr iching their subjects also; and 
hereaner there Ihall, by no means, be any law, enacted which are at 
variance wim what il above expressed, neither shall any tax be usessOO, 
nor'" any service or labour required of any man, io-a manner which is 
at all at variance with the above sentiments. 

PlLOTmTlON FOil. TIlE p!X)rL£ D£IOLAtu:D. 

The abo~ sentiments are hereby published for tho purpose of pro­
tectins alike both the people and the chiefs of all these islands, wbile 
they maintain a correct deportment; that no chief may bit ab\p to 

oppress a"" subject, but that chiefs and people may enjoy tbe same 
protection, under one and the same Inw. 

P rotection is hereby secured to the persons of a ll the people, 
together with their 1ands, their building.lots, and all their property, 
while they conform to the laws of the kingdom; and nothing what­
ever sholl be ta.ken from any individual cxcept by express provision 
of the laws. Whatever chief !!hull ac t perseveringly in violatioo of 
the constitution, shall no longer remain a chief of the Hawaiian 
Islands. nnd tbe same shall be true of the govotnors, officers, and aU 
land agents. 

But if anyone who is deposed should change his eOUTSO and regu~ 
late his eonduct by law, it ahall then be in the power of tho chief, to 
reinltatc bi.ro ill the place he occupied previous to his being dcpoeed. 
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• OON8TITt/TION • 

It ill our design to rogulMe oor kingdom according to the .bo .. 
priociples, and thus seck the g reatest proeperily both of all the chiefi 
n~ all the people or these Hawaiian blands. But wo are aware tbat 
we cuonot ourselves alone accomplish suoh an objecl Goo. must be 
our old, ror i t is hia province alone to gi,'c porfcet proteotion ·nnd pro-­
perty .• Whererore we first present our supplicAtion to him that he will 
guidc us to right measures and sustain us in our work. C 

It is, the rorore. our fixed decree:-
1. That no law IIhall be cnactod which is at wrianee with the1,,'ord 

of the Lord Jehovah, or a.l ,'ariance with the general spiri t of hi, word. 
All law" of the island shall be in consistency wnh the general sPirit of 
God'llaw, • 

2. All men ill "overy religion .hall be protected in worshipping 
Jehovah, and serving him according to their own undersianding, blJl 
no man shall ever be punished ror neglec t of God, unless he injures his 
neighbllllr, or bring evil on the kingdom. • 

3. The law shall give redT"e3S 10 o\'cry man who is injured by 
another, without a rll.u lt of his (twn, and shall protect all men while 
they conduct properly, and sha ll punish nil men who commit cftme 
Against the kingdom or against individuals; and no unequal law shaD 
be paucd for the benefit or one to the injury of another. 

4. No man shall be punished, unless his c rime be finJt made mani. 
fest, neither shall he be punishod unless he be first brought to trial ill 
tho presence or his accusers, and they ha ve met race to fnce, a ud the 
trial having been conducted aecording to law, and the crime made 
mavifest"in their presence, IheD punishment may 1"6 inlJictoo. 

5. No man or chier mall be permiued to sit I1lI judge ." act on a 
jury to try his particlJlar rriend or enomy, or o lle who is otpociaHy 
connected with bim. \VheroroTc, ir any man be condem ned 01" ae­
quiued, and it mall arterwards be made to appear that somo one who 
tried him ac ted with partiali ty, ror the purpo&C of favouring his friend 
or injuring his enemy, or for tho purpose or enriching himself, thon 
there sball be a new trial allowed before tboee who are impartia l. 

DPOIITIOtf op '01'& )'1L1.OlPLF.S ON WB.IQU THI! nab,. DnrASTT IS J'OUIfWl). 

;rhe on,in of the prt.-.ent govcmmeilt aDd system of polity is all 
follDwl; Kemeba:meha I. wu the rounder of the kingdom, and to him 
heIoIpd aU the land from one end of the islaacb I,() (he otber, though 
it w .. aat his own private property. It belonged to the chiefs Ilnd 
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people in comm~n. of whom Ka.mchnmeha {. was the head. a .. d had 
the management of tho landod property. Wherefore there W/,II nOI 

formerly and il not now any persoo wlto could or can coovey away 
the Imanell portion of land without the consent of the oue who bad.or 
has the djrection of the kingdom, 

These I're the persous who have bad the direction of it from that 
time down: Kamehamcha U., Kaahumanu I., and at the present time 
Kamebameha flJ . These persons ha ve had the direction of the king­
dom down ro the present time, and all docum.olJJ written by them, and 
no others, are the docomenb of the kingdom. 

The kingdom is permaucntly confirmed to Kamebamcha III. and 
hiB heirs, (lnd hi. heir .hall be the person whom he and the ehiefs 
s.haJl I ppoint during I~I lifetime; but should there be no appointment, 
then the decision shall rcst with the cbit::fs nnd H ouse of Represent,.. 
ILtiVes. • • 

• -. 
• PIU!ll.OO.J."lva OP 'I'H£ II:II«(). 

Tbe prcroglltrves oftbe ldng nre al follows. He is the sovereign of 
all the poopro an"d all the chiefs. The kingdom is his. He 8hall 
have the direction of the army and all the implement' of war of the 
kingdom. lle-also shall bave the direction of the government property, 
the poll-tax. the land·tax, tbe three day,' monthly labour; thoogh in 
conformity to the lawl. He also shall retain his owo private hlOds, 
and lands forfeited for the non-payment of taxes shall re,'ert to him. 
Be shull be tho chief judge of the supreme coun, and it sha ll be his 
duty to execute tho laws of the laud. also all doc rees and treaties with 
other countrie8 i all, however, ill accordance wilh the laws. • • 

It shall al.o be his prerogative to fonn treaties with the rulers of all 
other kingdoms, also to receive all ministers scnl by other countries, 
and he shull have power to confirm agreements with them, 

He 8hall nlso have power to make war in time of emergency when 
the chiefs cannot be assembled. aDd he sho'!l be the commallder-in­
ehioC He shall also have power to transact all importallt businCSI of 
the kingdom, which is nol by law assigned to others. 

a£SPIlOTINO Tn'S P\lEIIlIEJI. OP THE ItINOOOIif. 

It . hall be the duty of the king to appoint some chief of rank and 
ability to be his particular Iniuister, wholle title shall be Premier of 
the Kingf!olll. fIi' offiCe aDJ buaino8a shall be the snlne nil thai of 
Kaahuml:lllU I. and Kaahumnnu Il. For even in the time of Kame-
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harne~n I., life and death, cootWmnnuon and ac~ " 'ore m the 
hands of Knnhumnnu. Wben Kamehameha 1. died, hi' wiU wat, 
.. The kingdom is Liho·libo''S" and Kallhumanu il bit minlator." 

• That important fentun; of the go\·ernment. originated by Kameba-­
moha J., shnll bo perpetuated in these Hawaiian ltJandJ. but ahaIl 
always be in subscrvionr.y to the law. e 

The following arc Lhe duties of the premier: 
All business connected. witb the special interest!: of tho ki.ngdom, 

which the king wiehe!! ~ transact, shall be done by the premier uodor 
the authority of the king. All documents and business of the kiggdom, 
executed by the premier. shall be considered as executed by tho king's 
authority. All government proper~ sho ll be reported to him (or her), 
and he (or she) shall make it over to the king. (; 6 

The premier shall be the !(jng's special counsellor in the great busi­
neas of the kingd8m. 
• The kiDg shall not act without the knowledge of tho 'premier, D!'" 
shall the premier Act wilhout the knowledge of the king, and the YPt.P 
of the king on the acts of the premier sholl arrest the busineu. All 
important business of the kingdom which the king choosoa to U'aDlact 
in persOD, he may do it. but not without the approbation of !.be 
premier. • 

OOVCB.Noae. 

There shoJI be four govcrnon over these Hawaiian J.alaob--oDe 
for "lIawaii, ODe for Maui aod the islands adjacent.. ooe for Oahu, and 
one for KftuQ-i and the adjacent i$lands. AU the goven)OI'a, from 
Hf\waii to Kalla;, shall be subject to the king. 

The prerogatives of the governors and their duties, sQaU be WJ fol· 
lows. Each governor shall ba \'6 tbe general direction of &he aeveral 
tox·gatherers of .his island, and IIhall support them in the execution of 
all their orders whicb he consjdcrs to have been properly given, but 
shall puntIC a course according to law, and IIOt according to ws own 
private views. Ho also ahaH preside over o.JJ the judges of his island. 
and shall see their senlences executed at above. He shall alto appoint 
the judges and give them their cerlificntes of office. 

All dlO gO\'erDors, from Hawaii 10 KaWli, shall be IIIbject IIOl only 
to rhe king but alto to the premier. 

The governor sholl be superior over bis particul.r island or WandL 
He 1IbaU ave ebnrge of the muuitioOi of war. under tho direction of 
the lUng however, and the premier. He ,baY have charge. of the 4Or--. 
Ihe soldiery , the arms, and all tbe implcmenll ofwar. He Ihat.I receive 
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the gO\'ernment cfues, and shall detive'r over the SIlme to the .... em;er. 
All important decisions rest with him in times of emergency, Iml.,s 
the king or premier he preseut. He shaft iJltve eharge of all the king'. 
btHIiness on 1he island, tbe laxation, new improvements to be extended, 
and plans for tho increase of wealth ; and all officers shall be subject 
to him. fle sha ll also have power to decide all qoestion3, lind transaet 
all i.land husiness which is not by law assigned to other.. • 

When either of tfic""govornors shall decease. then aU the ehitf. shall 
889Cmblo III ·such place IlS the king shall nppt1int. and shllll nominate a 
successor of, the deceased govornor; and whosoever they shall nomi· 
note alld be approvod by the king, he shaH be the new gm·ernor . 

• • 
RESPECTING THf: 8\TBOnDlfATy. CIU£1'il. 

Al the present period, these are--lhe person. w~o shall sit in the 
gpvernment council'S: Ka.mehameha II I., Keknuluohi, Honpiliwnhioe, 
Kllnkin;, Kekl1uonohi, Kahekili, P aki, Konai, K nahokalola. Leleiohoku. 
Kekuanaon, ](ealiiahonui, Kanaina. Keoni Ii. Keeni Ana, and Haamio. 
Should nny pers~n be received into the council, it !!hall be made known 
by law. These persons shall have part in the councils or the kingdom. 
No taw of the nation shall be passed without their IlSMmt. They shaJJ 
act in the following manner: they shall assemble annually, ror the 
purpose of aeeking the welfare of the nation. nnd establishing the laws 
of !he kingdom. Their meetings shall commence in April, at such 
day and place as the king shall appoint. 

It shall be proper for the king to consult with the above persoos 
rospecling all the great concerns of the kingdom, in order to promote 
unanimity and secure the greatest good. They shall moroovcf lrU'h.s­

act such otht:r business as the king shall commit to them. 
They nhall still retain their own appropriate lands, whether districts 

or plantations, in whatever divisions they may be, and they may con· 
duct the business on said lands at their discretion, but nol at variance 
with the laws of the kingdom. 

Jl.E& rBCT1NO Ttfl': aZPltt:SUiTI.TIV I!: BODY". 

There lhall be .nDually chosen certain persons to sit in council with 
the chter. nnd est.abliab lawn for the Dillion. They snail be chosen by 
the people, according to their wish. from Hawaii, Maui, Oahu. and 
KaURi. The law shall decide the form of choosing them, lInd also tho 
number to ~ chosen. Thi. repretentative body &hall ha ve II. voice in 

\'0(..0 IY. 4 
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Ihe buvnen of the kingdom. No law lIball be P!l~ 'fithoat the ap­
probation of n mojorilY or thorn. , 

There sholl be nn nnnulIl meeting as slated 8OO"e; but if ,t he e hief8 
think it d~sirablc to meet again, they may do it a t Their discret ion. 
WllCn <.hey DS1Jemble, the noble. BIUllt meet by Ihcml!clves, and the 
rcprcscntath'c bony by Ihem8Clves, Ibough at luch ti mes &'5 Ihey Ehnl1 
think it necossnry 10 consult together, they may unite ot their discre­
tion. 

The fonn of doing busine8! !!iJall be as rollows: the noble! sholl ap­
point a secretary for themselves. who at the m~ting! shall rec~rd all 
decisions marie by them ; Iln(t tha I book of reeoros ~hall be presen-ed. 
in order that no df,crees affecting '''0 imcrcsts of the kingdom shnn be 
lost. ..... . • 

The nme shall be done by the representative body. They 100 .,i1 
c hooae a secretary for themseJ\"C9 ; and whcn they meet for the pur­
poae of seek ing tho interests of the kingdom, nnd flha ll 'come to a deci· 
sion on nny point, then thnt decision shall he roeord6d in' a book, and 
the book shall be preser ved, in order thnt nothing va luable afl"ed.ing 
the interests of the kingdom, shall be lost; nnd there shall be no new 
law made w ithout the approbation of a majority of the c hiefs. and also 
8. majority of the l'cpresenlntive body. 

When any act has been agreed upon by them, it thaI! then be pro. 
!'Iented 10 the king. and if he approve and sign his name, and .t.o tile 
premier, then it shall become a law of the kingdom; and that law 
!II ha.iI nllt be ropealod unt il it is done by the voice of thote who esta-
blished it. • 

l!.ESl'ECTUIQ TJI'E TAX OFFIC&n8. 

The king and premier shnll appoint tax officers and give them their 
certificate. oroffi ce. Tbere Ihal l bedistrict tax offi cer a for each of the 
islands, at the discretion of the king and premier. 

'Vben a tax officer has received his certifica te of appointment, ho 
sha ll not be dismissed from office without tiMt h&'t'iD8'. formal trial, 
a nd having been convicted of faoh. at which time be lhail be dis· 
missed. Though if the law should prescribe Q given oumber of yel'lr8 
III the term or office it mey be dono. 

The followiog are the catablilhed dutie. of the lis. o8icera. They 
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aball .880&1 tho 'tUelI, and give notice of the amount to slllhe. people, 
that they roay understand in suitable lime, The laX oJficen shall ma.ke 
the 8SlCSlmeots in llubscrvicncy to tJle Ql'dcr!J of the gO\'errlors. and in 
accordance with tJle requirements of the la w. And whcn the 18.XCS nre 
to be gatbered, tlley shall gather them, and deliver the properly to the 
governoI. and the gO\'crnor shall pay it over to the premier, and' the 
premier shall deliver ilto the king. 

The lax omc~rs I!hall tll80 havc cbarge of the puLlic I~bour done 
for the ki'tlg , though if Ihoy soc proper .to commit it 10 tbe land 
agents, it is well; but the tox officers being above tho land agents, 
sha ll be (;.ccounillbio for the work. 'thcy shall also haye charge of 
nil new busioc8» wbich tbo king shall wish to extend through the 
kingdom. la all bu~~ness, howc\'er, they shall be subject to the go. 
,·crnor. 

'fhe tax officers shall be the judges: in all case! arising under the 
tax law •• 'In all (.~ where Innd agents or landlords are charged 
""ith opprcuing we lower clasges:, ond also ill all cases of difficulty 
between land 8,b<ealll and LCna.nls .. thc tax officers shall be the judges, 
aod also till ~a8C8 o,rising under the tax Jaw cnacted on the 7th of 
June, 183{), · 

They sl.l311, moreover, perform their duties in the following manner. 
Each tax o()jccr sho,lI be con fined ill his authority to his own appro­
printo disU'ict. If a difTtculty arises between a land agent and his 
tcnnnt, tho tux officer shall try the case, and if the tenant be found 
guilty, then the tax officer, in conncxion wilh the land ngent, shall exe· 
cllte We law upon him. But if thc lax officer judge the land agent to 
be in fault, then he shall lIolify all We tax officcl'3 of his particular 
i@land, and if they arc agreed, I.hey shall pll..!lS sentence . 0 11 ~im, 

and thc s .. vernor shall execute it. But ill all trials, if any individual 
take exc~ption to Ihe decision of the tax oflicer, he may appeal to 
thc go\crnor, who shall hl\vo the power to try the CllSC again, and if 
cxceptions Qre taken to the decisioll of the go\'crnor, on information 
giYen to the. supremo judges, there shall be a new and final trio,l before 
them. 

OJ' TilE JUDGE!. 

Eac.h of the governors shall, ot his discretion, appoint judgCfl for his 
llorticular .laud, two or more., as he shall wink expedient. and shall 
g ive them certificates of offioe. After having received their certificates, 
they shall not be turned out except by im peachment. though it shall be 
proper at nny Lime for the law 10 limitlbe term of office. 

They thuU act in the following manner. They shall gh'e notiec 



• 
\ 

28 HAWAIIAN GROUP, 

beforehand of the days OD which courts are to be 'held. When the 
time sPecified arrives, they shall be the judge. in cue. ar:m. under 
the laws, excepting thOIO whieh regard taxation. or difficultiel between 
land agents, or landlords and their tCOMt,. They .ball be .u.tained ." 
the governor, wh050 duty it ,haU be to execute the law according to 
their decisions. But if exceptions nrc lakt:n to their judgrMht, who.­
soever takes them, may appcul to the supreme judges. , 

01' TIlB IU l'JI.£lIIE 1UOOES. 
• 

The representative body shall appoint four persons whOte dUly it 
shall be lO aid Ihe king and premier, Rod six persons shall constitute 
the supreme court of tho kingdom. 

Their business shall be to seule all cases of cflmculty which m left 
uoseuled by lhc In offiC".cnl and common jaldges. They shall give a 
new trial according to the condiliolll of the Inw. They shall give 
previous ootice of the lime for holdiug courts, in-oi-der that \boac whp 
are in difficulty may appe31, Tho decision of tJlese Ihall be finaL 
Tbeft, shall be no further trial afterwards. Life, death, confinement, 
iia& and freedom from it, are all in their hands, and their decisions are 
final. 

OJ' CIUfro'OEl I N TIUB CONSTITUTION. 

Tllill constitution shall not be considered 0.8 finally establi.hed untO 
the people have generally heard it, and have appointed per1lOrul accord­
ing 10 the provisions herein made, and Ihey h3.vO given their auent; 
theD thill COfIstitution shall be considered as permanently eetabliehed. 

But herea.fter. if it should be thought desirable to change it, notice 
mll,1 be,.ptOviol.lsly given, that all the people may understand the natuYtl 
of tno propoeed change. and ,ul the IIl.Iccoeding meeting of the ehiefs 
and the reprCIOntatiye body. if they shall agree 8, to \be addition pro­
posed. or ali to the alteration. then they may make it. 

The abo,'e constitution has been agreed to by the chiefs, ood we 
have hereullto subscribed our names, thi. eighth day of October. ill the 
year of our Lord eighteen hundred and fony. at Honolulu. O~hu. 

(Signed) lUNl.·U .. UI1I1U. 111.. 
KEKAULUO Ul, 

The code of la.wl!! j, now administered willi firmDIIII ad a 'prompti. 
tude that gi yes them grea t effect, and of this we had an iMIaaee whilo 
-we remaioed at Honolulu. 

}. night or two after our arrival. I We!! awuenad by ODe 'Of the 
most sl.artliag aDd mounaful eound. I ever b .. rd. which listed an 
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nigb~ and diaturl)ed the whole lown or Honolulu. It brought back to 
my mind lbe idea Ihat I was IItill among savagcs, which the jmpr~ssions 
1 had received within we last few do.ys J larl in a measure dilSipated. 
Thil JOUoo proved to be the wailing O\'er Knmakink i, thc wife of Il 
cbier of high Tank. Strong slltpicions bqing entertained of her having 
been poi ned by drinking a\'3, which her husband, Kamnnuwa, had 
prepared for her, he was apprehended, togcther with an accomplice. 
whose name was Sono, Three days aftcr their arrest. the~ were put 
under trial terOTe Kekuanaoa, thc governor. DS presiding juJ ge, and Il 
jury of twelve Hawaiinns. On being brought to thc stand they -were 
examined againll t themsclves. ond confessod on interrogation; for the 
Hawaiian law permits this, nnd such conrcnioDs are Clnecmcd as good 
tC91infbny, Thcy welt! round guilty by the jury. and Sooo confessed 
on the trial thai he had committed ooc other murder. 

The facts io relalion 10 the m.urder or the chief's wife ,vern 81 

follows. . ' -
•• The husband aDd wire had boon for some time IlCparaled, because 
the chief wished to marry anotlier womon, for whom he had rormed a 
IIlrOllg aUa.chm"enL Ha\'ing already ono wife, this WB.I Corbiddea by 
Ule law, and· he in consequence determined to rid himself of ber, For 
UJis pUtp080 he applied to Sono, who was soid to be well acquainted 
with poison!. He round Sono in the same position as himself, and Ihey 
both ngrood 10 destroy their wives. Accordingly, a seeming recon­
c iliation Wl\.8 brought about, ond they met nl the house of n IIOn-in·lnw 
or Kamakiuki to celebrate it by drinking avo. '.rwo bowls of the liquor 
were prepared, the ooe unadulterated, tho other mixed with poison 
compo!ICd of Tcpbrosia pisca toria. Daphne indica, and tho leaves or a 
common gourd (Lagcnaria). From the fi rst of thO:8C the C;ompJmy 
drank , but .when Kamokinki called for her sbare. which \Vns honded 
to her by KUIlJ,anaw8 her hUlJbnnd, she, aner laking a fow mouthfuls. 
complained or its biuerness. On asking if the olhor cups had tasted 
so, and being answered ill the negnti\'e~ she at once necused her 
husbAnd or haviog poisoned her. 

The proof" would bave boon ample withont the confession of the 
guilty pnrties, ror a post-mortem examinntion had taken place. which 
proved conclusively that the death had been the re~ult of poison. 
Tbe purties, however, both mnde 0. full nnd corresponding confession. 
II wng .tatOO by KJmannwa. the husband, tbat 8000. 00 reech'ing hi. 
application. at once said thal he had a. drug thnt would deSlro)' life. 
011 hil expr~tlillg some doubts. Sono tqld hirp thnt he hud already 
proved it ill ulrce cases. When Ktllllonflwn drugged tho twa, he 'lUd 
40uhli ",hellier il would pro\'c eflhclive, but: W8.I glad w find it so. 
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Tbe prisoners were allowed couosel, and the w~olo proceedings 
were Conducted in a becoming mannor. The charge of the judge to 
tbe jury wos clear Bod forctble. Tho king nnd Ie'l'eral high chiefs 
were present, an(l ns KamallRwa wa, a great fa\'ouritc of Ihe kin. 
it was supposed by many that a pardon would be e.toaded to him. 
this being the first case in whicb the IICntcllce of the law 1uuI been 
passod on one of 80 high a r:mk. But thero was no pardoD, and tho 
criminal, were hung on tJ1C 20th of October, on the walls of the fort, 
the king having gone ",mc duys previously to Lohaina.' The coo­
course of people at the execUlion was very lurge, nod the prisollCrtI 
were au.ended by the missionnries. There wu.s none of lhtlt eager 
curio.ity. rushing, and crowding, that is to be observed at home on an 
oocasion of the kind, nnd no noise ot confusi~l1l. All presenf were 
decently dressed nnd well behaved. bUl they did not !!Cem impressed 
with the flolp.mnit), of the scene. .It WBS estimated dmt ten thousand 
persons, from nil purl! of the island, were pre!lt'ft't. I will. in hope;B 
that the law would have been put into execution within the fort. ft'Od 
not on the wnlla, thus making it a priv:l1c i09Lcud of n public execu­
tion. I had much con\·crsaLioll rctati\Oe to this subject'witb the autho­
rities, but I thought the disposition was to make it a"mo{fer of parade 
rather than otherwise. T he criminals sho'fed 110 manner of contrition 
for thcir foul crimes, bIll cviuced a hardihood in unison wjth the deed 
for wbich thcy suffered the penalty of the law. 

Thcre are no pcl1JOns to whom the old adage of .. murder will out" 
will morc justly apply, than to lha.."C nnth'cs; they cannot keep a 
secret, nnrl when once a crime is perpetrated, it is not long before it 
becomes known to the puLlic ; tbey will evcn lell again8t themselvc8, 
however certain the punishment may be. ]n this tellpoct, neady aU • • · ,he Polynesian nnlions are alike. 11 was perhaps oot t:o ~ expected 
that much fooling should be shown on an occalion of Ie kind among 
a half-civilized nution. who had formerly been in lhe hubit of seeing 
death froquenLly administercd by tho honds of lhe nsstlssin, acting by 
the order of thc chiefs; yet 1 was oot prepared to !lee so quiet and 
indifferent a demeanour. The son of Kamaonwa, who is an extremely 
fat youth, and one of the best 8wimmcnl and divert in the port, spoke 
of the el(ccution of his father without any apparent fooung. 

The immense odvDnce which has been made by the Hawaiians in 
civilitation. will be beRt apprcciale.:1 by the contrail which the fore­
going conltitution exhibit8 10 the ancient ijS8gC1l and mode of govern­
ment of this group. As, however, many poinl! in tbe early history of 
melC islands have been fully iUu.stratoo by other writers, J _11 con­
tent myself witb a general view of such f&clll as may 8OrveJOr .he basis 
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of a compari!OD ~t .. _ the past and present eondition of tbe Ilawaii­
ans, Ilnd betwccn. their ullages and customs and those of the other 
groups of Polynesin. . On these points 1- havo cnde:.voured to obuain 
the mOlt correct information, nnd have been fortunate in receiving it 
from. lhe highest and most authentic 9OurcCtl. 

In former times mere wero no fixed laws of succession to the Ihronr., 
and Ihe practice in relntion to it varied. h was. however, q,e general 
unge tha.t tho crown should descend, on the death of fl 8Overeign, to 
one of his dlildren, sons being preferred to daughters, Dnd the rank of 
the mother being taken into cOllsideration, as well 38 priority of birth. 
Thus Knmchameha I. had children by severa l wives, but his eldest 
son , as well D!I a daughter, were superllCdcd by the children of another 
wife of more elevalcd t irth. Even if a sovereign had sons by females 
of low origin,,a daughter might succeed, if her mother were or vory 
elevated rank. ' . 

A case ~f this sorrbad occurred two generntions prior to the disco­
"elyof the island, whcn the throne was held by Quecn Keokeolaui. 
who had lO\"er81 half· brothers, but thcy were of lower rank on the 
mother 's side. 'fhere have been only t'vo instances of the accession 
of remn lea to lhe preme power, Keokcolaui, and Laca, of still greater 
antiqnity. 

ExceptioDs sometimes were made to the regular descent, by the con­
ceded right of the sovereign to name his successor i and, in conse­
quence, it has sometimes been willed to a younger instead of the elder 
son, of the same mother, and sometimes to a member of another ra­
mily. Where special rea!Klns existed for such a course, it was gene­
rally concurred in by the chiers. But these rules were oftell sct aside, 
and personal valour decided the ·point. Kamehameho. l. 'WalP an in­
staoee of thil kind . 

.A chicr of inferior rank 8l00d little chance of attaining the royal 
dignity, however highly he might be endowed; but even the lawful 
heir, if a weak ond pusilianimoWl man, WllS slire to be supplanted by a 
chier beller qualified. Thus, io consequence of their being mnny dif· 
feren~ BspirnntB for the high office, the death of a king wal nlw8)'8 the 
signal for a civil war. 

During the life of a king he generally signified his wi!h in relation 
10 the descent of the crown, Rt1d often 0. council of chiefs was called 
upon the sObjeeL J( they ull concurred, it put n stop 10 nDy diffi· 
culties. ami the party nom inated succeeded to the kingdom without 
disturbanoe. 

If the king mRrried It low womnll, lhe right or her children to the 
nrnwn was aI".y. disputed. Hence it was COli idered of greal i.n· 
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portno.co tha t tho wife of tho king soould oo.o( II high blood, if nol 
highor, than any other female in the nalion. For this reason, ir there 
were several women or the Game rank, the king ful l it important to 
.ecure them nil ns biB wh'es, in order tbat there might ba no oom· 
petition. on the ground of rnnk. ror tho kingdom anor hia death. On 
tilill ncoount Kamehameha had five wivl."1f III the same limo. In order 
to prevent tJlC existence or competitors. it was afton thought expedient 
for the kings to marry their own sistc1'8, ahhough this inCClltuoul inter­
course is, in other caSCSf contrnry to tho customs, habilS,-a..nd fecting. 
of tho people. The oflSprillg of allch a Wlion was doomed o( the 
highest possiblo rank. 

II is said the present king was de"irous of marrying his own sister, 
Nahicuncna. but that this was prevented by the

O 
missionaries. • 

'lhe 'public feeling \Yft.'! 80 &lI'Ong against the king's ha\'ing heirs by 
a womnn of inferior rank. tha t. it often caused the children to be put to 
death in infancy by the high chiefs. in order to a.void ally of thc[n 
laying claim to the throne. or to a higher rank than they were willing 
to allow them. 

Illegitimate children of the king were almost sure W be put to death 
in infancy. and sometimes by order of tho falher. • • 

The rank of a woman W IUI lIot materially altered by her marriage to 
the king. She acquired no authority ill the government. nnd no !peeis l 
rights or pri vileges. but usually received a present of lands from tbo 
king. to be held during his lifetime. On his death, her right to \hom 
ceased, nlthough they might, through courlCllY, be left in her pos!CSsion. 
It wiu ea ily be understood, that when II. chief hIlS 11 wife of Iho highest 
rank nnd poresl blood, he is naturnlly an object of jealol,lsy and distrust 
tOJ be T&iglling house. 

Under the new constitution the descent is regulated, tts has been 
seen, but great latitude of choice is allowed. Tho king" heir 8h:111 
be the person whom tbe kJng and chiefs lTlay o.ppolnt during his life­
time. Jf there should be no appointment, then tbo c hiefs and HouIC of 
Representativcs shall exercise it: and J found it the p(Cvlliijng opinion 
that their fonner customs would have mueh weight in their decision. 

The nest heir to LIle throDo has already been cbol!lOll, in the penon 
of Prince Alcxandcr, the third lion of Kinau, and g rnnd80n to Kameha· 
melia I. In this choice his two elder brothers, who nrc quite ns intelli. 
gent, havo been passed over. Tho king is married 10 the daughter of 
a potty chlc£ It was a match of nlfootion, and thoy bave no children; 
but should M have an hoir, it is tho~lgb t thnt. notwitb.taading their 
fonner cUllOm., lhe low rank of hi, wife, and thtl choice aNdy mad", 
her child would ioboriL 
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The governmel?t, so far as aile Wfl5 cstablisbed in pasl limCj, WIIS 
mainly of a fcudal character. and vested in the various ranks of land­
lords, the king being considered as the hePtd. The power of each pn r. 
ticullir chief W08, in most cases, supreme over his own immediate vas­
sals or tenants, and this power was oot entirely confined to his own 
dependants. The e hiefil Ilaving n comm,)o interest in pretleTving their 
powerJ showed great politeness and respect towards each other. 50 

much so Ihat they fclt themselves ot liberty to call upon the dependants 
of another w1thout the fear of giving offence ; °this operated to the dis-­
ndvantago of tho people, for instead of serving Lut one master they 
wore subject to several. 

As I\. genernl rulo. however, the nuthority descended in the calc of 
mnk, rtsing frOIll the 16wesl cl:ns of servants to teDants, agents. Irmd­
holders, innd..owncr!l, petty c hiefs, high chiefs. and the king. each one 
ruling according to his own understanding. or that of his superiors. 
Of course, 't:ivil rights could not be expected undc.r such a slale of 
IhillSs, nor were ony Acknowledged to exist. Some general rule 
scern to ha\'o h~d place. ond when they were infringed, the offender 
was punished, :>articularly if the crime WAS o f an aggravated nalUre. 

Murder was pun1shed by denth; and in the timo of K:lInehnmcha. r. 
repeated instances of this crime and its pun ishment occurred. 

Grand larceny Willi also a capital offence. provided the injured 
person bad power to execute the law; the king and chiefs not unfre­
quently espoused the cause of the injured party, and inflicted the 
punishment. 

Adultery \'I'8.S likewise onen punished by death, and. in a eele­
brn ted case. Kamehameha called upon his highest chiefs to act as 
executioners. • • 

ThQ taboo,-or sacred 111W, re!;trained and regulated. in a considernble 
degree, the will of those in authority, although it was in othor respects 
very oppressive to tho people. A chief, who was :I Doturious violnlor 
o f taboo, soon become unpopular, and was eventually supplanted by 
some otber who slood in higher estimation. 

As far as !hero was I\ny system in their go\·crnment. it was deeply 
interwoven with {heir religious tnboos, and p:mook of Inw, custom, 
and will. The taboos Ihnt were fixed mny be considered as embraced 
in the first; the !OCond was ' founded on' their superstitions; nnd the 
lust on the power the chiefs had to enforce them. Thus, no king!! 
have boon thought to hn\'e governed exclusively by will Ilnd tal1tlos; 
custom and Ihe fCtlr of other c hiefs had plnced mltny restrRints on 
them. Among these -WIlS the influence of 11 certa in elllss of mon 
whose bU!lineSB it WftS to give instrul;tion. o.nd rehenne the proverbs 

VOl.. :v. 5 
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bandes! do\"n from their anceslors. These mcn oftcl) prophesied that 
judgment would follow if these were neglected j but, notwithstanding, 
as may rc3dily be supposed, bad rulers contrived to evade the taboos 
and rules, and the peopla il1,d no means of redreasing their grievances 
but by rebellion, and placing olher chiefs in their stood, 

There 'were mellosu8Cd La publish thu IUWI, Kamehameba was very 
particular in this respect j and there appean to hava been no complaint 
that he had e\'er violated them himself. 

From the earliesl pcriods of Hawlliian history. the terture of lands 
has boon, in most rospccts, feudal. Tho origin of the fiefs was the .ame 
as in the northern natioJ1s of Europe. Any chieflain who could collect 
a sufficient number of followers to conquer 0. dis trict, or an island .. and 
had succeeded in his object, proccedoo to divide the spoils. or ,t c ut up 
the land," IU the na'i\'f~ termed it. 

The king. or principal chief, made his cho ic~ from thf:! best of the 
hlDds. Afterwards the remaining part of the conquered tet-ritory wjls 
distributed among the leaders, and these again subdividl.-d their ahares 
to olhers, who became t'assals, owing fealty to the !IOv~reigns oJ the fee. 

The king placed some of his own particular servants on his ponion 
a. his agents, to superintend the cultivation, The origioal occupants 
who were on the land, usually remainod under their now conqueror, 
nnd by them the Innds were cullivntoo, ood rent or taxCl! paid. 

This division was often a work of great difficuhy, In spite of any 
wisdom aod skill that could be eXC1cised, it Wat no enlY matter to 
satisfy everyone thai tbe dit'ision bAd been fllirly and equally mnde, 
lind before the business was finished, difficulties often arose, which 
ended in some coses in rebellion. and in otbert in OpeD war, When 
(l~ry thing could be IICuled amic,",-bly. the whole body of reloiners 
became bound up with the interest of the king. having (!\rery induct).. 
ment to support him. for their property became safe or uncertain in 
proportion aa llit authority was upheld, These landholders were the 
person. on whom the king could call nod rely on to support him in his 
difficulties. aid him in his plans, or fight his battles. 

The manner in which thcso divisions took place, showl more 
system than appears to hove been practised in any other group ill 
Polynesia. 

An Jaland ... divklod ...... 
""""­
Ab.".... 
n;, 

mIG Moka.. 
" 'I'hal&n.., eM" counti .. 

Abu .... " Of' townMIpa. 
lila, or pI:mtatkmL 

" AI-. 01' .mI.U !arm... 

One of the .tlor divilliODl wal frequcmrJy the property of Ii single 
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person. and in81al,lcc8 occurred where aU the: mOOS which com~ no 
iii. were POS'C8!tC<i by one individual, 

Every feudntl)ry WlI! bound to his ptwticuhu land·owner. aner the 
some manner as the chief or hlO<i-owncr wos bound to the king; and 
thus a feudal connel;on was C!ltnblished between the king oDd his 
lowest subject, by which tie tho society or clan wa!! held together, 

Tbe king and chiefs having JlOwcr.cvcn 10 depriving n chief Dot.only 
of hi!! rank, bUl also of his posses.sions. had complete control o\'er Ihc 
whole, and Rad them firmly bollod to their rorposes, 

T his was tl.e only system of government known to the Hawaiians, 
and even the older chiefs cn~O('it be persuaded that authority or govcrn­
ment can be 8uccessfully mninlnined by any other means, Their argu· 
ment is, .. Jf they co nn1>t take the people's laods away from them. what 
will they care for their authority 1" 

But. what appeaffl eXlrllordioary .. tbis bond was mOTe onen severed 
by the su~riors than by their vas8als. notwithstanding the landlord had 
nOl only a right to require militnry service. to tax his particular tenants 
nt pleasure, an4 demand other things, among which might be tlaily 
It'lbour in any r even' kind of employment, so that a labourer seldom 
received on aOn av'ernge more thon one.third of the value of his work. 
while the different chiefs pocketed the rest. But thh'l was nol all; even 
Ihis portion of one·third was not secure, for they bad no line of demaT'. 
cal ion by which the tennnl could separate the profil!! of his lAbour from 
Ihe properly of hia cbief; ond if he by allY chance was induslrioul, and 
brought his fann into a good slate of cultivation, he \\,a. at once 
marked out as a subject for taxation. No tennnt. in short. cnuld call 
nny thing he had his own, Favouritism, jealousy, and fickleness of 
charncter were so general, that no landholder could consider_him.-!If 
sure of the- fruits of hi, own exertions. and therefore would make no 
improvements, and even ridiculed the idea of attcmpting tbem. 

These 8'J:llctions came so ,heavily at limes from particular chiefs. 
'hat the landholders found it necessary, in order to 8\'oid slarvalion. to 
hold lands at the same time under different ehiefs, so Lbat their chance 
might be greater of retaining n. portion. and that the necessities of one 
of them could llot entirely sweep away the whole. 

All that restrained a chief in demanding taxes or from dispossessing 
his tenants W811 a certain sense of propriety, which forbade the ejection 
of tho actual culti\lator of the land. notwithstanding the change! which 

• might take place abo\<e him, so that thO!le possessing the. moos were 
IIeldom disturbeJ. Self·interest must have pointed out this courae to 
the chiefs. and it not only pre\'enled distress throughout the djOcrent 
i,dnndll, hut mitig3.1ed the evils of the frequent changes that ",el'e 
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occurring from one cnuse or another. The disposs~ing a Icnnnt of 
hiI13~ds. al90 took away nenrly aJllhc personal property which might 
ha ve been acquired from Ihel'l, either directly or indirectly. 

The greatest confusion and cha nges look place nt the deallul'of the 
chiefs or landholders. the right of the fief descending 10 beirs. who, 8 S 

a matter of course, had followers of their own, nod almost invariably 
dispossessed the old ngcnlil and put their own flH'ouritCfl in their pin eo!. 

On the delll" of n king, these changes of course affected the whole 
kingdom; nnd on the uf.m ise o f a chief, wbn.tevcr territory hod been 
subject- Io hi! sway. Under thc pTCgent govenlment rhe feudal lenUre 
still exist!, but it is great ly modified. • 

The new law.!! define the rights of tho diffe rent ClIlSsef!, and prescribe 
the rules by which each clUlls shall be governed, . • 

Officers nrc also appointed to sec thaI the regulations are observed, 
and to 8!;!lCSS damages according ... o la.w w hen the rights of one class 
8 re invaded by those of another. ... . • • 

No tax can be now laid, nei ther can an)' property be ~ized, not 
eVOD by the king, except by express provision of the J~w, and no land· 
lord disposseSgea hjs tenonts of their fief. T he right of tenure is declo.rod 
pcrpctuo.l, except being subject to forfe iture for noo.paYment of renl. 
The ,right to fi x tho amount of reut is reguluted by law, nnd the people 
have a "oice in the legislature, so that no new tux can be laid wi thout 
Ihe assent of their repre80ntalivcs. 

These are greal modifications, which olle would suppose must have 
been found immediately effective; bullhe evils iutended to be remediOd 
are but partially rcmoved, owing to tho fact that the officel1l who arc 
t.'lTlployed are ignorant, and fenr to thwart the interetl18 of tho chiefs 
"DII olOOrs. These evils, as the no.th·et improv~ and become morc 
f*miliar wilh their laws and rights, must entirely vanish. - E ven if the 
.buses should continue, tbey cnn be of no great extcot. for the number 
of the superior lords of the soil is reduced to two, of whom one is the 
king. 

The taxation under the old kings W8S suffiCiently regular; it was 
annually assessed by the king's agcll18 appointed for that purpose, and 
fluctuated but little. 1t did !lot extend below the ilis or plantations. 
which were tased III follows: 

Ol\llbor • ...... 
"Ii!lb-net. 
- fLfhillf·!ine, 
"dtmcrof~ 

T\\'cnty tepa .. a patt S(lw'\re, ant.! a 'Part long nnd narrow: the 

• 
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square tapas were those used for thcir slccping Ilnd screens. th; long 
and narrow ones 'for fomnle drC8SC!I. 

The size of the hog. dog. &e .• vnried .according to tho lIim of thn 
IIi. Tho taxes were paid imo the hands Of the immediate superior, and 
so Oil until they renchod the king. before whom they were exhibited in 

. a large be~p. In this modo of U'ansnlislion. opportunities for holding 
back a I:age amount were afforded. 

Beside. this tax for the maintenance of the king. there were customs 
and rules wlftc h made it nocessnry to make prescots tn the king, espe­
cially when he WIIS travelling. at which times himself and retioue were 
10 be supported hy presenOl from lhe pooplc. This might be coo· 
sidercd a forced tn. for. if lIuflicienl supplies were not funlished. the 
inhabi!llnls lIufiered evc!ry kind of extortion from the kinS's altendnnls; 
and one may htlve some idea of the extenl of these requisitions, when 
inrormod that the king's porly sometimes consisted of upward of a 
tbousand If'Crsons. AtlOthcr di rect II\X: was imposed on the work of 
ule peorle, the king ha\'ing a right to ca ll out all classeS' of Ihe com­
munity to perform any kind or lubour he might desire; nor was lhere 
Rny limit as to the amount of time, or Rny rules for fixing it. 

The manne'r in \Yh ich the notice of a ca ll for labour was made, wos 
ror Ihe king to give bis orders to II. chief of rank, who issued his ditee· 
lions 10 other chiefs. Dud 80 ou wllil it reached the lowest tenant. If 
tJIC work was or any magnitude, such 3.S building tempk"9:t or labour in 
honour of the dead, then the king issued his order 10 nil the chiefs of 
rank. and it thence extendod to the people. In such cases the hig hett 
persons in the nntion, both male and female, were to be seen carrying 
stones on their shoulden, ond engaged in other kinds of labour. 

After they had intercourse with roreigners, the mode of \P.xal~ 
become cha. ged, and its amounl wa ~ somewhat increased. 

In tJjC case of furnishing sandalwood, the burden became at last 
quite irksome and severe. h is calculated thnt tbe traffic in thi" 
nrticle lasted about thirty yeRn, and yielded in that time upwards of 
one million of dollars. h is considered fortunate that the Hupply hllJ 
become exhausted, as the collection of this wood was the most onerous 
of a ll the ways in which the chiefs exacled tues from the people. 
The trade in sandalwood was likewise carried on in !!Ilares. IU1d UlCl"&­
rore. that gatllercd by taxation WB.! but a moiety of mat which has 
been derived from these islands, 

There was 'yet another mode or taxation prncti.led unti l a yenr or 
tWO berore our "ish ; this wa. by a duty on so much of the producf' 
of Ihe.isl8Ddll as was carried to market. At Honolulu this amollnted 
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In ~".half. bUl at olher places less frequented it was not lUI heavy. 
Desides thi$, n tax was levied on trudes, such 05 the house-builder .. 
&0 .• and even on those who (washcd clothe!!. 

The tax on )o.nd wos sometimcs collected in money, the poll-tal: 
always. One year the gO\'ernmcnt received Iwenly-five thoulland 
dollars; but J undcf.i!!ood thnt usually it was about half that sum. 
Thel!e were government IflXC8; but the chiefs regulated their posses­
sions in the same mnnncfl, and so it continued throughout down 10 the 
peny chiefs. It is not probable Ihal anyone coultt oytlCe the host of 
lax.gatherers; indeed, no ... nlunble nrticlc could be held by the lower 
classes; for if nol directly falling under some of Ihe heads of IUB tion, 
a mode would be devised by some one of their superiors 10 enable him 
to take it, or persuasion was resorted to, unlil i{ wall given up 111 satisfy 
Ihe demantls. 

From this, il IHHU TOTly resulted, tbat none of tbe lower orderll, even 
if they were able, would ]i\'e in a large house,' cook a large hog, fish 
,vilh a large net, or weor a dreg of good cloth. • 

The lower order of chiefs, not unfrcquently, mndc use of the king's 
name to obtain the anicles they wanted. This was done by IIprendlOg 
a report that ihe king was about to a visit a piace,'which at once put 
lha whole community in a sti r to build houses for him; hogs and all 
art ieies neccssnry (or his entertainment woula be collected. and they 
even went so far al times as to cook some of the provisions. The 
king not arriving, the hend men, of coune, appropriated the housc!!, 
provisions. &.c .. enjoying themselvCl quite in royal style. 

Thanks to the enlightening influence of tho missionaries, Ihis whole 
system of taxation has gone into disuse, and the right to I n the people 
ia.:coafincd to the government, in which the peoplo thcmfleh'es hnve a 
'·oice. T he only tax thal is left 10 chiefs and landlords is 0110 of 
labour; this is now limited 10 three l'Iays in a month, and the lenanls 
may commute it for four dollars and Ii half a year. 

In the laying of the taxes, it has been thought advisable to have 
them all estimated in money, although they arc paid in a variety of 
way. . They aTe assessed on tho polls and on lands. T he mannor of 
the assessment ' ·Rries. In the lirst year it was made heo\'icr on the 
polls thon on the lands. Tho poll.tax must be pnid in money i and 
if not paid at th., time. it must be paid in double tho amount of 
produce. This will show the dependence they place on lhe facility 
of gainiog1'elurns. The hmd-ta:! moy be paid in p'fodllee at market 
price •. 

Molt of the lond·w: is now paid in hogs. which h is found .can be 

• 
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turned to very Iiule advantage, tIS there is not much demand for-them. 
The rate of the PoII.twc. from year to year, according to their present 
law. is-

For .blOo-bodied Men, 
Womeu, 
BoY', 
Girl-, 

• 
" ...... 
37 
18 • , . 

The land·tax is llSscsscd. as formerly, on each iii. The amount 
vnries from "'vo nnd B. half to ten dollars. 'the size of an ili may be 
underslOod by ill being cDpnble of supporting about thirty people. 

The prescnt rate of taxation of every kind is believed hl amount, OD 

a fair estimate. according to tbe government. to about cleven dollar! 
and fifty cenls on Ii fa lhily, cOllsisting of two adults and two children; 
of this amount it is supposed that hine dollar!! is paid in labour, one in 
produce, and one dollar and fifty eepts in money. 

The rea,(· I'Cvenue u f the government fall.s far soort of this, not 
:u'nountiog to more than fifty thousand dollars annually, when. accord· 
ing to Ihe abo"e data., it ought 10 be more than three hundred thousand 
dollars. 

Thus there '1lppoors to be a defect in the system, which is well known 
to the king and 'Chiefs. Mr. Richards believes that it is owing to the 
want of a circulating medium, and the receiving those kinds of articles 
thal ve nOI avuilable in the market for cash. The fifty thousand dol­
lars goes to the pett), chiefs and to the payment of rents, &0.. leaving 
only about fourteen thousand dollnrs as the actual income of His Ma­
jesty Kamehamehn III. 

T here are many persons who nrc excused from paying taxes. Thus, 
all fathers who have three children whom they support, nrc f~d frw 
the labour.IQx. 

If a men hlUl four child ren. he is then freed from labour-Iaxes balh to 
the king and his landlord. 

If he hos five, he is freed from the pall·lax. 
lf six, he is freed from olltaxati9n whatever. 
All old pel'8Ons, and all who ure sir.kly and feeble, all teachers of 

school! and popils in schools where the higher brnnches are taught, arc 
exempt from taxation, unless the pupils are landholders, when they pay 
the land·tllX. 

The statistics of c rime wbich they ha \'6 are of 00 \'alue. for they 
havo kept no regular record. I understood that some of the chiefs 
had kept records of the sentences thut hod been passed; but they 
were ISO vugUl!, 10 isolated, and so defecti\'e, al to be unworthy of 
con1idenc~ 

• 
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All high c.rimes h:l\fe usuaUy been punished with denth. This WQII, 

howe\'or, prc\' ious to 182<1. The executiolJs were mo're like, 8S assinll' 
lions than judicial punishmWlIs. Formerly among a ehier, l'ctinuc 
were executioners, calk-d ili·muku, 10 whom the business of punishing 
capitally was committed: These persons became well known lO thc 
people, and as no triuis or uny S(lntcnccs wore prQmuigntcG1 even to see 
these mcn abrOMd created general conslcmatiQn, tiS tim 1'601110 knew 
not wbere the blow was \n fun, amI all those who wore conllCiou5 of 
ha\'ing commillcd a ny alienee against the king considel'eft tlUklllwh'cs 
in great peril. The victims were usually ntll.lckcd in tho Digbt, ·with. 
OUl giving them allY warning, with clubs and stOIlCS. Such was lhe 
fear cntcrto.iucd of the king's authority. IhM oven if thc e:rocutioners 
wore disco\'croo, the nearest friends did not d!i.re to give wurning, or 
assist in resisting them. 

T ho:>c who IIUJ "iolated the teligious taboos were seized, either 
secretly or open. by the officers of the prieslt, and catl"icd to the 
temple, where they wert: stoned, strangled, or bentcn to death with 
clubs, ami IIlof) laid on the altar II:? putrefy. 1'tlese cOllstitulcJ the 
great majori ty of executions in forme,· limes; some 'ddced, \\ore oy 
order of the chiefs, and in eouformity to their rulcs elf avE!nging private 
wrqngs. 

A high chief, Knnihouni, was sentenced by Knmchnmoll:l. to be pUl 

to death. As he was posscs~ of great power and influence. mr-ny 
precautions were taken to (1IIe~ any rebellion that might nrise from the 
attempt. He WIlS execulCd in the following manner. The king e3IJSCd 
a number of soldiers to IJc armed, who were concealed in II neighbour. 
illg houSC-j he then sent a sill'cr coin to Pill (Knlanimoku), who. 
~ving'pcard of the crime committed by Ktlnihouni, immedi~lcly un­
derstood the sec ret signal. He at once repaired to the ~ng's house. 
where he received his orders, and sever3l of tbe high chiofs were also 
ordered to aid him in the execution. 

Kamehnmeha 1. was great ly importuned to grant a pardon to 
Kanihouni, for all the higher ch ief:; were hi! relations; but he was 
inoxorable. and finally threatened them, if I~i s ordors were not carried 
into effect, he woold c~usc some of them to be substituted instead of 
the criminal. 

The chiefs, finding thnt entreaty WIIS ill \lllin. went openly to the 
house of Ko.nihoulli,lllld pOI him to dCllth in 3 vcry unust1al IOllnner. 
A rope being pul around his neck. and the ends of it being passed 
through the opposite sides of tho hOUle, they lOPk hold of them end 
strangled 11im. 

After the introduclion of edged lool~ end e(l:pecililly awes, beheading 

• 
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secretly in the night became fl common form of execution. The Ian 
inPiance of this occurred in 1822. 

The king sent an ili.muku in the nib.flt, who found tho criminal 
fast asleep, his wife by hig side; and it is said thllt tbe iJi-muku gently 
pulled the woman'l head on one lide, and with a broadaxe instantly 
severed the bead of the huahand from his body. 

In 1824, an officer at Hawaii was guilty of high treMOn in at· 
tempting to!Cvc up the fort (in which ho W81 serving) to tho rebels. 
By the order of Kalanimoku, he was taken o~ board a vellscl, under 
pretence of being scnt to Oahu; during the paSlflgc, at nighl, he Will 
takell 00 deck, ,tahbed, and thrown overboard. Tbls is said 10 have 
been the Jast puni.shlOCJlt in tho form of asaassination. Since then, 
capital offences have been regularly tried by jury, and executions bave 
been by hanging, of which Ihe first instance was in 1826. 

The whole number of executions for murder since 1826, have been 
as .followI: • . • 

On K.'lIi . 
"'u" . 
M .• ':i . 
Kur.i; • • 

'"ll 

3 
7 

• 
I 

13 

• 
Besides another murder on Ho\",nii, in which Ihe culprit committed 
suicide; thus Ilvernging one a year in the whole group, besides two 
caiCS of mnnsla.ughter. . 

Tho myUlOlogy of the Hawaiians is extensive and complicated; bUI 
their gods are fllst being forgotten, and few aro willing to spend much 
time in attonding to them. Lillie information on this subjec t)is to lJC' 
derived fro rrl'any ono with whom I had an opportunity of conversing. 
What is known is contajned.in published accounts. 

Traditions were extremely lIumerous, and mnny have been already 
publisbed in the Ha.waiian Spectator. 

Tho Hawaiians appear to bave but little knowledge of astronomy. 
Hoapili, who died a short lime before our arrival. was accounted one 
of their most skilful as:.rologcrs. They had some knowledge of the 
planets, with five of which they were acquainted, vi:r..: Men:::llry 
(Kawela), Venus (Nnholoholoj, Jupiter (Hoomanalonaln). Mars (Holo­
kolapinanll). Saturn (Mukula). There WoJ a cllL!S of pcrsons whose 
employment was to watch the motions of the stars,. and who from prae­
li(:e became tolf"nably accurnte observers of many cde!llial phenomena. 
They wero iu Ihe babit of telling the hour of the nighl quito as cor-

VOl .. IV. 0 
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rectlyas they did the hour of the day by the sun. This remark applies 
more particularly to the fishermen nnd those who were employed during 
the nigllL C 

It was by the particular position of the planets (or .. wandering 
stars") in relation to certain fixcd ones, that their sodlhta}'crs grounded 
their predictions of the fate of baltles, aDd the S~ of all cnter­
prises. 

The contiguity of the plaocts to certnin fixed stars and constella­
tions, some of which h'ad nnmes, foretold tho Speedy cfcoth of some 
chief. The goddess of volcanoes (pele) was .upposed to hold inler­
course with the tra \'elling stars, and from thoir movemcnll hers were 
oftentimes predicted. • 

The motions of the stars in the vicinity of the north pole attracted 
much of their attention, and was often a subject of discussion llmong 
their astrologer!!. These they designated as the regular trnvelling 
6tflr~, the planets were the wandering ones.' . • 

Of the true molions, Ihey had no knowledge whatever. T heir besl 
ehronologi~ls measured time by means both of the moon and fixed 
stnrs. The year was divided into twch'c months. nnd each monlh into 
thirty days. They had a distinct name for each 'of we days of Ihe 
month. The following is II copy of Ihe Hawaiian calendar . 

-

• 
Ilru .. ·.. . 
W.&lrll 
MlLkalii 
K ..... 
K.uluIL • 
N~ 

,Wdo 
Thill; ... -
KUIai.e1elt 
Hilin.ehu 

H"""~ 

I . lIilo, d.y oroo" fDOI)tl. 

i. Moab.. 
3. Rubhi. 
.. Kill"", 
:I. Ka"oIli. 
G. Kupau. 

'7. OIe ....... .ni. 
aOJi.bJ ..... 
9. O$elrakolu. 

10. OIepll.II. 

• 

• 

ou· •. 
II. lipnL 
12. Mohall.l. 
13. Oil&. 
14. MIlL 
15. llokl.l. 
16. M. '-I"lIi. 
11. Knlu. 
la Lla ..... ubhl. 
19. L ... ukulua. 
~ Luupt.u. 

JiUlUII." 
Februu)'. 
Much. 
April. 
IIh.y • 
JIlIIO. 

Jllly. ........ 
8cp,em~ . ......... 
Novembrlr. 
December. 

2 1. Ok-kllhbi. 
22. Olel"'l .... 
23. Okpal.l. 
24.. K .JoUukAhl. 
IS. K~uluL 
16. KaJo.,.n. 
n . ..... 
...."-
!IS. MIPIli . ......... 



HAWAI I AN GROUP: 

The names of .the months were 110t the same at aU the islands, but 
those of the days were. 

On the island of Hawaii, to oncll monrh wall a8signed a particular 
business, as followl: 

t. N.,., 1 
ll. Welo, MOIIth.,b Will. 

3. Iltikiki, 
4. Kaana, taboo lIMI opelu. 
5,. Jlinalaek:ele, catch UIII opelu. 

G. IIllinMu, l Tu.ing month.. 
7. lI ilinama, ~ 
a l ltu", ptw,7tJn, ~ Lnd di";pation .. 
9. Wailchu, annlJal feut, aod f*,IUea. 

1,0. "Mualil, i an;icd ilrOUnd lIMI i~land; demandillg t&mI, 

11. I\ulo (lUlU ... '), oft'erinp (Of the dud i caleh bcmeta. 
12. Kaulau, Iilbint boneta. 

Farming :wns carri'ld 00 at all seasons of tho yenr. -
·11 is not a little singular that two islands so closely in the vicinity of 

euch other flS Ho.waii and Maui, both speaking the same language, 
should have hadotheir monthly calendar varying ncarly two months. 

With regurd tq tho days, thcy commenced /lumbering them 00 the 
first day the new moon is seen in the west. 

This made it necessary for them 10 correct their reckoning every 
two or three months. and reduce their year to twelve lunations in­
stead of three hundred and sixty-five days. The difference between 
the sidereal and lunar year they are said to have discovered, and to 
have corrected their reckoning by the stars, for which rea ron in practice 
thoir yenn varied. some containing twelve and others thirteen lunations. 

They likewise applied corrections to their months, gi"ing them 
twenty-nille and tbirty days. Although this caused many bt'eaks'in 
their 8ystem~ yot their chronologists cotJld always tell the name of the 
dfly and month on which any great el'cnt had occurred; and it is easy 

.. to reduce their lime 10 ours, eIeept when the change of the moon 
takes place about the middle of our calendllr months. when there is 
a liability to :1 mistake of a whole month. Another error i5 apt to 
occur in the uneeriainly of the day when the moon is discovered in 
the west. It may readily be conceived ths. t their own method did 
not tend to much accuracy. 88 they had to rely entirely upon their 
memories. 

Eclipses were tbought to be an allack on the sun and moon, by the 
@'oda. and presaged II. war or lOme otber disasler.· 

.)Q AppIIIIdi:t In. will be (Ollnd &n _III of lIKit 1K!&liten fOIl-, &nO lhe IIItlrom,on''''' 
~ .. tba ~lion of\heir heiaUJ. 
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They thought that much of their succe8S dC'pcnd~ on working in 
unison wilh the heavellly bodies; yot. as I before !laid. they had not the 
slightest notion of the most !'imple astronomical cnlculution. 

The first little book published that eonlai.ood some of the true prin­
ciples of uSlrollomy. awakened their surprise very much; and tho 
alrnonllc published afterwards hy the mission. predicliQg the pha 
of the moon, eclipses~ tides. &c.. cxp ited in them great interest, and 
as was natural, raised the missioo81'ies very much in their limalion. 

They were vcry &Iow~in adopting the idea of the carthrbcing round, 
and Hoapili was known to have argued the point with many of them, 
insistillg on their not being 100 precipitato in condomlli%t tho foreign 
lheory, as be himself wo s aware that in some of his fi shing ex,eursions, 
he had obsen'ed that the bench was always lost sight of fir..st 

There is proof, however, of their connecling the IlctiQIl of the tide 
wilh the moont ahJ from her appearance they were able to tell the 
stale of the tides. ' 

In their navigation they never, if they could avoid ii, 1mbjcct6d 
themselves 10 get out of sight of land, Bnd were ne ... er 80 except by 
accident. When they found this to be the cn~ they' mode usc of th.., 
heucoly bodies, if ... isible; and being accurate oblerve" of the wea­
tber Dnd atmospheric changes, they were enabled to find their WBy 
bnck again; for tlte various cJl3nges of weather about the Hawaiian 
Islands, and the appearance these changes brought about in the clouds 
over and in the vicinity of the land, affordcQ them a lure guide. 
From all occounlii, it is supposed d Ull bul few persons 11a ... e boon 
loslo by being dri,'en or sailing off (through mistake) from tlle land. 
Many disasters, howexer. ha ... e arisen. from the frailty and smallness 
~ their caooos, although tbeir good management of them was pro­
verbial, particularly in the surf. Of laiC, and lI ince th. have poi­

aesscd foreign vessels, they have 108t much of their lIkill. These 
veasels they manage after their own way, and although many hA ... e 
been lost by wreck on the islands, I did not hear of any having bccll" 
blowo off. Some amusing anecdotes were told me of their negligence 
and inability to keep awake during the night. 

They are guite fearless on the water; a1\ swim. and have little foar 
of lou of life by drowning. They oppcar quite as much at home in 
the water as on land, and many of them more so. 

]\fany remarkable in8tanccs of their patienco Ilnder Ihis kind of 
fatigue, were mentioned to me. One of them, whieh bappened th. 
year of out arrival, i. well authenlicDted, and will also tend t.o "AOw 
very great attachment aod endurance in the female 5C~, 

As the Hawaiiln schooner Kiola, comm~ed by aQ Amerioao 
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nnmod Thompson. who wal married to Kniha, n female ehie f. wru 
going 10 Hllwaii, havi~g on hoard many passengers, on getting into 
the strait! between Mllui and Hawaii tht!' schooner foundered. and aU 
Oil board, forty-fiyc in number, wcre obliged to tuke to swimming for 
safety. Thomp!IOll could swim but lillie. but his wife was quito expert 
in tho art; ' ho promptly came to his aid. placed him on an oar, and 
swaUl for the shore. Tho accidcllt occurred on Sonday about noon, 
when she with many others began to swim for the nearest land, which 
W8S K3hoola~e. She continued to support het' h~b8nd unti11\fonday 
morning, when he died from exhaustion, nod she did not succeed in 
ranching the shore until U131 afternoon. She clung to him to tbe last, 
at the imminent risk of her own life, and WAS thirty bours in lhe . . 
water; she wa, met by IIOme fishermen 011 landing, who took charge 
of, and brought her back to Muui. 

I hAve also been told that there are many instaOtCi of lIuch deep 
nu~chmeot -amollg lhc" Huwuiinns, aod lhal in former times widow. 
anti widoweu have been known 1.0 commit suicide, or pille IlW3Y with 
grief al the loss of their partocn. Similar evidences of affection and 
attachment werc "al80 exhibited between pnrents and children. 

NotwithstanCling" the inslnocet of thi, kind, I must say from. my 
own obsen'81ion, thnt I should not be inclined to believe there is much 
natural aRection a:mollg them; nor is there Ilpparently any domestic 
happiness. Thus, it is 110t an unullual thing for a husband to teil you 
he hall whipped his wife) ~ause she has eaten up nil hi,l poe and fish. 
Formerly tkeir laws of taboo were calculated to produce any thing 
but a kindly feeling towards the femnle sex j nor is it contended thnt 
thoy were of much j[ any con.equence, if they were not of the highest 
class. These, o.s has already been mentioned, have grea t iojuenc» 
over the act.af government. 

At the lime of the advent of the missionaries, mDTrioge was hardly 
known among them, and all the rul~ they obscn'ed, in relation to 
sexual intercourse, were Ii few regulating the eItent of their licentious­
ness. From tradilion, however. it i! believed that the marriage tic 
was more regarded prior to tho diecovery of the islaod than since. 
Yet ;1 i.!l good evidence that this tie produced no greater happiOCli , or 
rather that they did not look to it all 11 lOurce of happiness, when it iii 
found thal none of their lIongs, elegies, or otber poetic effusions, have 
any allusion to it ; nor are there any lerms in the language to ;Xpres3 
oonnuhial bJj~. 

,'he natives of this group generally show very little attnchmenl 10 
their cltUdreo. All clilasc! of female! are unwilling 10 be burdened 
wiIb the troable of them, and. whenever it is possible, commit them 



46 U A WAIl It. N G R 0 U P. 

to others tp nursc. Allhough I observed this £reqpcnlly, yt:t I was 
tol4 that, since the institution of marriage, l\ change foJ' tho bener hal 
l&ken place; but nil admit dlRl this haB IlOt. been to any great extent. 

There are certainly instances in which mnny members of a family 
arc united and live in harmony, and I can readily believe that the wish 
to have families is daily increasing, as lho laws now protect and hold 
Qut inducement. to those who have large ones. For these IlLws the 
natives am im.leblCd to Lhe n'tissionarios, who have certainly c1fectod 
this desired cbange. This cllonge will do more to imp~ove the cha­
racter of this people than aoyother circumstance; and. by care Dud 
watchfulness o\'or the wants Ilnd pleasures of the rising generation, tbe 

Parents wililDsc some of that selfishness, which is now so )'U'Odominnnt . -
II. characteristic, that a very short lime spent among them suffices to 
show its general prcvnlence. 

According to the millsiullaties and J"Csidents, a native is content if he 
can obtain a little poe and fish, and regards ~olhing bCyond. T~is, 
however. according to my experience, is rllting them too low; flIld 
probably proceeds from their un willingness to be taught, or become 
passive to the will of the missionaries. or to exert themselves DS much 
as those doing business for money. aod seeking foi profit oul of their 
labour, desire. Thus, with different ends in view, I.hey arrive at the 
same conclusion. In regard to the eoergies of the nntives. as far RS 

my own obsen'ations extended, they are alwRYs willing to work for n 
reawoablo compensation; and it is not remnrkable that they should 
prefer their own easc to toiling for what they cOn!lider, in the one case, 
unnece!lS8.ry, and, in the oUter, for an inadequate reward. 

Having liUle motive for industry. they expend their physioal coer· 
'Sics in- ,'arious athletic IlPOns. A favourite amusement of the chiefs 
was sliding down hill on R long narrow !lIed: this wu catted holuft; it 
was not unlike OUT boys' play, when we have snow. The sled W811 

made to slide 00 one runncr, and the chiefs prostrated themselvos on 
it. For this sport they hod a trench dug from the top of n SlOOp hill 
nnd down its sides. 10 a great distance over the adjoining pitlio. This 
being made quite smooth, aod ha"ing dry grass laid on it, they were 
proeipitaled with grelll velocity down it, and, it is said, were frequcntly 
carried a half. Bnd sometimes a whole mile. Diamond Hill and Ihe 
plain of Waikiki was onc of these localitics for thill pastime. 

Plaxing in the surf was another of their amusements, and is still 
much practised. It is 8 Ocnutuul sight to see them coming in on the 
top of a heavy ToHer, borne along with incl'CnBing fnpidity until they 
suddenly di~ppcar. What we should look opon liS thc most danger­
OilS flurf, is Ihat they m~sl delight in. The .orf-board which they Ul'e 
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is about six fCOl iD length and eighteen inches wide. mo.de of some If/i:ht 
wood. After they have pt\ssed within the l!Iurf. they are !Cen buffeting 
1/16 waves, 10 regain the outsIde. whence ' hcy ngain tn.ke their COUrM!, 
with IIlmOil the speed of an aerial Right. They play for hour. in this 
woy, never seeming to tire; and tho time to see a HllwsHan happy, is 
whilo Jle ia gambolling and fro licking in the sUt:f. J have Itood for 
houl'! watching their sport with g roal interest, and, J must say. with 
no little envy. 

Next in in' crcst to the foregoing Ilmugemc'nts, were their danees. 
Some of these consisted, 8S among the other islanders, in gesture 10 Il 

monotonoul song. whoso lascivious menning WDS easily interproted. 
Many; persons were cnQ:nged in these dances, of which IIOme are said 
to have been graceful; but if so, the people must have sadly changed 
since their first intercourse with \hc whites. 

Their music consisted of drumming on various hollow v~ls, cala­
bo.~hes, &0.-;' but the i ~strument most used by those who could afford 
one, was a piece of shark's skin, drawn tight over 0. nollow log. ~ 

Since the introduction of Christianity, these amusements have been 
interdicted; for. -although the missionJlries were tomewhat avcr.te to 
dC5troying thoSe 01 an innocent charac ter, yel, such was the proneness 
of all to indulge in lascivious thoughts and actions. that it W:lf! deemed 
by them necessary to put 0. stop to the whole. in order to rool out tho 
licentiousness that pervaded the land. They therefore discourage any 
ldnd of nocturnru Ilssemblies, as they are well satisfied that it would 
take but little to revive these immoral propensities with more force than 
ever. The watchfulness of the government, police, and missiooarics. 
is constantly required 10 enforce the due observance of the laws. 

The principal games now in vogue among them, are cards, of~hicl'P,' 
1115 they minilMr to their love of gambliug, they are passionately fond, 
and often iodutge in. 

They had likewise the amusement of see-saw, which hilS not yet 
gone quite out of faahion. and i. performed in a mllnner somewhat 
different from ours. A forked )Xlal is placed in the ground; on this a 
long pole is placed, wbich admits soveral on eoch side. After two or 
three upe and downs, tbey try which shan give the oPpolJite porty a 
tumble. This is, at times, adroitly done, and down tllCY Illl filII, to the 
infinite amusement both of their advet'llaries ond the bystandett. who 
indulge in loud laughter Ilod merriment at the expense or those who 
are 80 unlucky as to gOt bUrl. They Ill'6 particularly uDgallnn~ in thi!! 
retpeel, to their female assoc.ultcs. 

The praouce of medicine was not known in ancient times; they 
b"d t.en n pn)'!licinns, and Ibe only 'medical treatment, ir such it mtly 
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be called, wu, when they had catcn too heartily of food, to drink !ea­
water in large quantities, to produce a ca thartic effect. They used Ihe 
loomi-loomi. or kneading tlu~ flesh with tho hands, in cases of fdligue. 
ovcr...eating, and pains ; and this is yet quite general. 

Tho practice of medicine is Sllid to ha\'c taken its risc in the reign 
of Atapai, the predecessor of Kalaiop1l8, who was king when Cook 
vi,ited the islands: since that lime there bas been a distinct class in 
th is employment. An epidemic, which prevailed extensively, is said 
to have bt.-'Cn the origin of this dass, and their number· wus greatly 
illcrea!ed uflcrwards, in the reign of Kamchamehn J.; and aftcr thi8 
they were to be found lfl great numbers, furnished wilh 0. variety of 
nostrums. 

• 

• 

• 
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• OIl APTER II, 

• CON TENT S. 

IIATUaDAY IN 1I0NOWLU_IIUNDAY_CIIURClIF.B-IICIfOOL8-TAU!'ro'" or TilE !!CHQ. 

LAlli 1'08 ",RrTHM£TIC _BURU,t.-GROUND-GRAVE 01' OOUGI..AM TUB DOTANurr­

PLA \,8-MAIXA':'BUIiENEUEkE-TUROWING TJlI'! LANCE - aa.ulllI or TilE \ ' EI!8£ lJ' 
• 

_ couaT . MARTIAL_rUNIIIJllMEHT or 8W&J:NV. AND TWO NAII1H£8 _DISCIlARCK 

0 1' IIWEEHY-f'()LICE OF 1I0HOI.uW_ROAlIIJ-,EIPEDITION Of' TilE TENDEa- KOLOA 

_ DR. rICItE.INO AiD MR. 8IlACD;N.ID(;1.~1I EXCUUION'-WAIM&A-Ol.. IIC'HOOl' _ 

""'''''PErt: _CA8t:ADEt.. CULTIVATION _ Oro.hSltoO l'O'ULATION _ tTl CAUIIEB ­

AGRICULTURE _ 8CJIOOUl _ OIl URen _ U!LAND or NIIlIA U _ D1l!Talcr or KOLOA­

'OUIINE'" ACIOM THE UlLAND OJ' UOAI_ arvEI. WAINIIIA_ l'!IO\IUIOS o r MI:!I!!R I!.. 

rEA.LE AND RIOII _ UJIUI_NAWIL/WILJ _ MI.. AND MIUI. LAP'ON-IICIlOOUl ANII 

OIl UaC IIEII - If" I'f'" WALE _ DEBORAH _ III!I P'III1 · PON 08_ W A TEll!' ,\1." _ UEAL"lnll, 

OROVE-TUTUI.NUT OlL-WAIOLI_MIl. TITCOMB'S CUL~E or 811.l(_INDIGO-D1\' IN E 

IIERVICE_CRUIBE or THE TE!'ffl£Il _ WAILIOU MOUNTAIN_ POrtlLATION or !lAI,f,· 

LEA _ .AWAILOA _WAIA LUA _ MOU1"17AISIl or OAHU_I!IC1\OOU! o r WAIALUA ­

cnU.OH-DIIJ'l'RICT or KOOLAU_CLlMATF. o r W AI AI.UA- INDUIIT.V -I!CIlOOlJl-. -
CHullclI_ ror ULATION_IHT£\drUAHCE_EXCURSION TO T il!! "AALA MOU~"TAI"!-• !!WA_LAULOA_I'OMIWIIELLS_CIIUIlCll AND BCIlOOI.J! or EWA_POrULATION _ 

!!XCUIUIIIOlf TO WAIAHAE_MA UHA·II: AALA _IIALT LAIi"E _(lA" F..I!_ P1BU·PONIlII ­

ItANEOIIE-P"EAIU..IlI\'U IIAII.IIOUIl-PKOO()CTIONB o r rALl .ItOOLAU-1T'II CLlMAT£­

IICHOOL&-U';1'UItN or Ttl!! nYINO·"Il!H....,rl!K.POlI"1)15 or IIONOUlLU • 

• 
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KAUAI AND OAHU. 

SAl[ aDn in Honolulu is n' gaIn day. and 'n!l 'agee of. both sexes 
devote themselves to amU90mcnl. Towards the aflemooo, they' may 

• be.aeen weooing their WRy towards tho east end-bC 'the lown, in «(very 
vn rietyof costume', and borne along in every po$8iblc. manner. 'All ~o 
have health enough must engage in this day'ij sport, and every horse ii 
iii requisition. The national taste, if J may 80 speak, is rWing hOr8(l;j j 

and ,the more break-neck and furious the animal is. the better. "Nicely 
of equip{Ilent is not ' thought of: any thing I).oswers for 11 saddle 'and 
bridle. and as for stirrups. they are consiaerCd 'quile' unnecessary. By 
four. o'clock the crowd is well collected: and feats of horsemanship are 
practised, consisting. gencrnl1y in those involuntary tumblings that 
inexpert riders nrc woht to iMulge in. The.grent gathering i, on the 
cutern plni~ the rond to whieh is well eovered with dust. The wnole 
looks, when the crowd has poSsession of it, ·not .unlike a rag fair, the 
e-redominnnl coJ.our being y4! IIQw. They. are generally well behll \'oo, 
and the only suffqren~arc ;the--poor -horses, who' are kepl .running. not 
raees only, bill for the ' amuSement of the riders, whose . great delight is 
t6 ride. at full spcOO. At times there are .races, in which case the 
crow,d il increased by the addition of the foreigners, mBJly of whom 

_ a're in a Slato of' intoxlcation, .. Tho. uproar is proportionably grenl1 
and the natives are less cpnspicuous, their places being occ:up~ by 
thoee who!e morals_and enjoyments are. for fJ:om being a! inn~nt. 

When hi! majesty and suite ore JU'OS'ot • .rnuch more order and decorum 
are observed, and the ."!hille offords Il pleasing aud amusing sight. The 
returning throng is headed by the king and- his party, s iler ",hom follow 
the cro"d in u somewhat uproarious sly~; thoao 011 horse. indiscrlmi-

{") 



52 KA U AI .'\ ND OA H U. 

nately mind, racing aud hnllooing j the fair riders being borne Dlong, 
amidst clouds of dust 80 lhic~. that were it 1101 for tho rustling of fiow· 
ing silks nnd tapas. ODe wOlll i} be at a loss to know their 8CX, Dy the 
evening. all is again quiet, Dod the streets nrc nearly dcaertcd. 

Sunday is ushered in wiLh a decorum and quietness thaI would 
satisfy the most scrupulous Puritan. I have often had occasion 10 

8peak of the strict obscrvlllICc of the «bLatn among the Polynesian 
islands; and this strictness is no less remarkable here. Such is the 
force of example. that even the least orderly of Lhe rrireigners are 
prevented from indulging in any excesses; w hich. considering the 
worthless popula tion the town of Honolulu contains, is a proof of the 
excellence of the police regulations, and the witchfulnCM of the gullJ'­
wails of too law. 

Tllcro ore severol cnngreglltiQIU of nati ves, iIOmc of whieh consist 
of two thousand persons, all dcoently clad. excqediog ly ,":ell behaved, 
and aUemive. The Rev. Mr. Armst rong officiates in - the old~s t 
church. which is at the east end of the town. it is a long grass 
building. calculated to accommodate a very large number of per!lOn~: 
the pulpit., or desk, is in tho midd le of one of the sides. Senico is 
held twice a day. The Rev. Mr. Smith has a lsO a large church, 
shualed at the wett end of the lown. 

There is a very large church in progress of building, of coral t 

taken from the reef; which will be capable of containing a congrega.~ 
lion of two thousand people. The funds for its erection aro provided 
by the government; Dr. Judd, of the mission, has the general super. 
inleoocrlCe of ill! construction ; and it is entirely the work of natives. 
h muce a good appearance, Ihough t cannot sny much for its archi­
tectuta't lUte and beauty_ It haa a small steeple. sufficient to contain 
a clock and bell • 

There are lleveral 8chool8 under the I!upcrintendence of the mis­
sionaries, besides the school for the chiefs, beforo spoken of, and a 
charity school for half·breeds. I attended their examinations i lind 
the natives performed better than] anticipatoo. At nn examination 
in the o ld church, there were 8Cven huoorod children. and as many 
I'DOT'e parenl& The attraction that drew together such numbers. ·wu 
• teut, which 1 understood was given annually. The 8Cholan had 
balloons. with -various mottoes. in HawaiiM, (which. were translated La 

me,) 88 emblematical of purity. good conduct • • teadf .. t in faith. &c. 
1& .... u pleasing II light al the Sunday-tcbool exhibitiona at homo i 
.... it gave Captain HudJOn and mYll8lf great plouure, at the reqUMI 
oflhe ...-ooariee, to say 8 few words of tlDCOurageG-18l'lt WI lhem. 
After the ICrvictll were over, the scholars formed Il proceuion, aM 



KAUAI AND OAH U, .3 
walked to Mr, Sl\lilh'lI church, the children of the governor aDd chiefs 
heading the-proc !ion, I was invitod i" duo form 10 the feast, and 
u! it Wat a place where I anticipated tome display of ilie D3ltve 
character, I mnde a point of going, On my arrival at the church I 
found IOveral tables 9Ct oul, one for lbe accommodation of the chw,fs, 
furnished all we see for a .fth of July lunch at borne, with barns, tur· 
key!, chickens, pjes, &c. The common people's children toolt their 
poe and raw Jish on the Boor. 

On arriving at the church, the governor became mMt8r. of ceremo­
nies, and with his numerOIll aid. eodea voured to direct the tbrong; 
but all .. ere too eager to get the mOlt convenient seats to heed his 
commands, and the u?{Oar was great. Some stopped sbort of their 
allotted place, and the church soon became a human hive. Tile 
governor did his utmost to maintain order and silence, but hi. voice 
was not heard; for in. Buch Ii moment the anxiety he W8! under to 
hn.ve Ihings conducted witb good order, caused him for 11 time to lose 
sight of his usual urbanity and decorum of behaviour. He in fact 
showed that a liule of the unbridled ferocity of former time!! wa! 
still within him, which moved him repeatedly to use his fist. and that 
too upon the fair sex, tumbling them over amid calabashes of poe, rRW 
fish. &c., but with little injury to the inrli viduals. Order was at lut 
restored for a few minutes, during which grace wn.s said by the .Rev. 
Mr. Smith; which being ended, the clatter of tongues, clashing of 
teeth, and smacking of lip!! began. It was a joyous ligbt to see fifteen 
hundred human beinge IJO bappy aud gratified by this molasses feast : 
poe and rnw fish 'were the only addition.. The Jatter aro every..day 
food, -tO that the mol8558$ constituted tbe specinl treat. So great is the 
fondness of tho oativ.es for it. tbat I was told many are induced~ send 
their childrdtl to school, merely to entitle toom to be present at this 
feut. Il was not a little amusing to 500 tbe wistful faces without, con· 
trnsted with the joyous and happy ones within; in ooe place might be 
teen a IIturdy native biting a piece from a raw fish, and near him aDa.. 
Iher sucking the poe off his fingers, with much g race and sleight of 
hand. Tbe mola8AC8 wa. either drank with water or lucked from the 
fingera. I thought tbat selfishness predominatoo among the crowd: the 
parents and children did not entirely harmonize u to tho share that 
was due to each, and 0000 seemed fully satisfied, Of the moJlUICI8 
there wu .. short commons i " but, "II things coMidered, the featl weot 
oft' welL I regretted it harf nol been held in the open fields. aod that 
the uti .. were not allowed ID ha,'" the whole man:tgement. witboui 
betas ~ immecllately UDder the eye of their lo.cbel'1; (or-lhough lOti· 




