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Tae king, Kamehameha 111, who had given orders that he should
be sent for as soon as the Vincennes arrived, reached Honolulu on the
20th September, from Maui. The next day I waited upop him, ac-
compamed by our consul, Mr. Brinsmade, and by many of the Sfficers
and natutalists, at his quarters near the fort. A soldier dressed in a
scarlet uniform stood on guard at the door. We were ushered into
the audience-chamber, and presented to the king, whom we found
% in the midst of his retinue. The apartment was composed of
t rge rooms with low ceilings, communicating by folding doors.
On the right of the king was Kekauluohi, a daughter of Kamehameha
I, who aets as prime minister; and there were also present, among
others, Kektangoa, the governor of Oahu, Mr. Richards, who is the
king’s inderpreter and adviser, Haalilio, John Young, and the officers
of the body-guard.

The king was dressed in a blue coat, white pantaloons, and vest.
We afterwards understood that he had prepared himsell to receive us
in full eostume, but on sceing us approaching in undress uniform, he

had taken off his robes of state, s

SRS



.

'
C it

4 - HAWAITAN GROUP.

r

The appearmce of the king is prepossessing: he is ra.ther robust,

above: the middle height, has a good expression df countenance, and

pleasing manners. . 5

Thé person who attracted qur attention most, was Keki i
This lady is upwards of six feet in height; her frame q!,.exmeﬁnfgly
large and well covered with fat. She was dressed in yeﬂﬂwmlk’ with
enormously la-ge gigot sleeves, and wore on her head a tiara‘of beau-
tiful ‘yellow feathers mtersperaad with- a few of a scarlet colour®
Above the feathers appeared”a large tortoise-shéll comb, that confined

her straight hlack ha;r Her shoulders were covered with a ‘richly-

embroidered shawl of scarlet crape. She sat in a large arm-chair,
over which was thrown a robe made of the sage kind of yellow
feathers as decked her tiasa. Fer feet were encased,in white eotton
stockings and men's shoes She was altogether one of the most re-
wurkable-looking pemnagcs I have ever seen.

The governor was handsomely dressed in a uttiform of b!uérm&
gOld o shhl | —

The .conversation was carried on with ease through e interpreta-
tion of Mr. Richards, and left upon our minds a favourghfie impression
of the intelligence of the royal family of these islands. One thing
was cerfain, namely, that, in regard to personal size, they are unsur-
passed by any family that has ever come under my notice.

1 next returned the visits 1 had received from the foreign residents,
in which duty I was accompanied by our contul. I found many of
them living in very comfortable stone houses, which were surrounded
with . young plantations of ornamental shrubs and trees. These plan-
tations, with their gardens, are kept in a thriving state by means of
irrigation. The water for thsspurposeuramd by windmills, that
work pumps, from wells about ten feet in depth. It was represented
to me that the water in these wells rose and fell with the flow and ebb
of the tide; but after frequent trials of that in the rear of the house
which 1 occupied, I could detect no variation greater than an inch or
two. The wells are sunk through the bed of coral on'which the town
is built, and water is every where found beneath it. The water is not
perfectly fresh, and many pmans have tlw:wh:ch umya&'hl brought
fmm the \raﬂey of ﬁ‘waﬂll. _ «

Im.mm among I.hnwahm prodncﬁunlof these iilmda. mdm

: are uiruitohml. The wreath worn by Keka
was valued at lsse,ud Iu robe at 82,500 The birds (Mclithreptes pacifica) are’

M __"%lhepmh.mdtbnmml:mgnﬁhnhpmﬁ;
mﬁqﬁﬁm mmdmmmmdwm,..
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live tothear dnamu:lles. 1 trua lmaybp excused a
iption of their interior, to set the mnumwmwium I
fliient to satisfy any one that. mqmnotmq«mm

wmmvrmfmm es are. _
. but.most of them are of wood ; they are Py menty wm
? WWy feet high, and have the appmmn&m been
addgd to as the prosperity of the mission increased. The front door
“opens into the pripeipal room, which is govered with a mat or common

' m&mudﬁmnhed with a table, a fey windsor chairs, a

r. ﬁiihn&. all of wd. There is a very h:glnmtei,

Jour glass hmps.amh with one burner, and in the centre & '
s%@d&;wﬂhahmohdﬂowmmn. Several coloured |
wvnna;ehwmthawﬂu uboutafaot balwthmueﬁm“ =

~ stands acupbpu&.-oran old sideboard, very much the worse- m._ -
WMM&W carthenware used at meals. - A native girl,
- or woman, is all the “htlp;” and both the master and mm»'tw- -
part in. many. of the domestic duties. As 10 their fare, it is plain,” *"gj
simple; and- wholesome, and always accompanied with a hearty wele
come and cheerful, contented faces,—at lem,lfauldltpm } %
'_'bufhelmma;landmuhrmemhmmﬁwﬁ#' '
“hundred dollars for a family. How it is possible for them |
mﬂlg;&und maintaio a family on such a stipend at Honoluly, Lam
unable to conceive. They reccive no other compensation, nor arethey
alloweﬂ; 0 hold m mpeuy for themselves, not even a cow. All
g to the mission, and be paid for byit.. .
.%éh-w the-wmmtedm mow,hn&r-- :
muﬂmtmwagrmblahwrs%ew society. 1 mustbe
*; tes,t;mnny that I, saw nothing but a m ~haritable
~ bearing tewards others thmuglmu!. my ﬁwrooum A
~ heard none but the most charita
Heedless of the tongue of scand
_mper’ a.nfl hlghly laudnble




are and, from Mr. Rogers’s accowt, they. work very
during the hours of® labour, throughout the year.. Thi

_ occdpat:on is considered as the road to prefamenl.; or the. kno
ledge and habits of industry they acquire in it naturally rwise th
above sheir fellows, and they are soon required for M vants of the
country, cither in teaching schools or other empioyuhta‘ under the
government.

I was told that upwards of four reams of baper are priltad dml}\'.
aﬁi:rdmg ay exlensive circulation of books in the native language.
Eleven thousand copies of the whole Bible fiave been printed, and two
weekly papers are published, one in English, called the Polynesiay, the
other in the Hawaiian lngugge, which the nativgs generally read.
They have likewise,n booh~bmdary. under the direction of the society.
Mauy tracts are also published, somie of which are by nativg_authors.
Of these 1 cannot pass at least one without ntmmg iﬁm‘m.
David Maro, who is highly esteemed by ali who know him, aad who
lends - the missionaries his.aid, in mmd as well as example, m%
rating the condition of his countrymen, and checking licen !
At the same time he sets an example of industry, by farmmg
own hands, and manufactures from his sugar-cane an excellent

~ Though not actually connected with the mission, the Seaman's
‘Chapel, and its pious and enlightened pastor, the Rev. Mr. Diell, assist
in doing great good among the sailors who frequent the port.  The
du.pel is @ neat wooden building, and is chiefly frequentod. by the
for and sailors in port.  From nwoupala,m,sha :
_'mmmaag.andxhsgmﬁiywﬂ_ ed.

i Bev'Id‘,r Diell, to the regret of all, was about returning h . He
9 was in the last stage of consumption, but hoped to- reach his native
| o Jand before his dissolution, which he felt and knew was rapidly ap-
. mdung 1 regretted to hear that in this hope he was disappointed,
m dwd on the homeward passage. He was truly a pattern of
. n, and was beloved by the whole community. . He had done
,.mh. 1 have bmepld, to soften the asperities between the contending
- ) :aqi t the course ofvwe, whmb,qnhuaﬁiﬂl.h
i
|
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; dﬂcuim were thrown in the way. The chi ts

zﬂwm o wfnch the govarnmen!hau been " the

owers ; and thraugh their bgleful influence the difficulties
ontinually increasing, until, finally, these islands ‘and their
ve been forced upon the attention of the whele ciyilized

: laws and regulations established by the,kings and

chiefs for gepressing immorality and vice, were not only derfiled, but
_ often set defianee, because they clifshed with the interests of
" some-of the individuals settled here. 1f attempts were made to enforce
them; official remonstrances were resorted to, accom niec by threats
of ptwmhménl- ‘As ghis, for a long time, did not follow, the matter
came to be considgred as a systematic coursesof bullying, which soon

' lest its' m remained unheeded. *When these idle threats failed

t their objec the new one 8f the arrival of a man-of-war was

error. "*In these disputes the missioparies seldom took a

' ﬁ-ﬂ"!ﬂ ‘tl:e way of advice, and left the chiefs to their own
“guidance. They did not feel themselves competent to give advice upon
liona] quegtions, and, besides; considered them as of a temporal
%am-mwhmh reason they believed it their duty to abstain from
. “with the disputes. They could not, however, svoid

bemgﬂumuch surprised as the chiefs themselves were, at the emﬁﬂs

ally“renewed difficulties which were made by these troublesome
emwm thest was nothing in the laws or mmapmﬁ

jusity, i

to ﬂhrthréa.t ol’ the coming of a man-of-war, the natives rather

P had formed their opinion of the character and pmﬁb‘b
o Muen of the naval officers of either of the two great powers
from the visit-of Lord Byron in H. B. M. frigate Blonde. = This vessel
had been the bearer of the bodies of the late King Liho-liho and his wife
&mwmmmhdmdoamnﬁmﬂa
impression upon the chiefs and people. They therefore expected that
on the arrival of another man-of-war, all existing difficulties would be
removed, and that their good intentions and strict Idbareno@'h ngﬁm
~ would be made manifest. 1In this expectation they were disappoi
the Britishenaval commanders who came afterwards were not Byron

~ and were, with one or two exceptions, the willing tools of the desig g r

onsul. Infloenced by his erroneous representations, they demanided
ologies and concessions, and endeavoured to dictate treaties. The

| chiefs i'emtecl theae damnnds,and m&ny dzsugmahle inter-

d to it as the sure termination of the vexations to winnﬁ*f&ay were

4 1 -."- 1 “‘ -_ - - - -
5 _.-,“Em“'.- : St ‘-._ ‘
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* England Sk o014 onlyadtio Wit wwhm brought
ﬂ*o\rﬁm\v’mg the natives. A Frenchmat, who olumed the mle
6!‘ ul, although not recogmsed as such by the king, persuaded the
captain of a French frigate to insist upon his being ac ed as o
a government agent. Thm. ‘while this half-mvi’hzed C ivas 2

gﬂlgwmﬁe advances in morals ‘and religion, Freach and
mgn-of-war, alternately, and occasionally mmﬁut. did all in
lhenr power 1o break down the ldws and regulations by which alone
the union of the native burbarism with the wom vlm,f cmh!nﬁon _
conldbeprevwanted N C’ et
‘In this state of things it became evidens to the luhgmﬂ»ﬂﬁeﬂ: that
they were in want of information in relation to mmh@ and
they in consequence desired to obtain a competent person to give them
advice on that sub{ect. For this purpose they endeavoured to procure
a suitable counsellor from the Unitll States, Failing in this attempt,
they requested the Rev. Mr. Richards, one oﬁ!h&-mﬂﬁl'ﬁm.fﬂ |
undertake this duty. B
“The missionaries, as g body, seem 10 have thought it a duty o
abstain from meddling with any femporal matters, but Mr. m'
was prevailed upon to serve. As respects the internal poliey:
islands, no better guide than this gentleman could possibly have ben
chosen. But like the other missionaries, he was but little versed and
had no experience in the affairs of government. He was miﬁ
the petty squabbling of the foreign officials, artl his mind was far o
the ignoble task of disputing with the revilers of all law and religion.
I had the pleasure of becoming intimately aequainted with'
le!:‘hii ‘private capacity, and enjoyed an opportutiity ‘of ju
ﬁi‘ﬂ’ the manner in which he performed his public fuﬂ&mﬂb
IW but felicitate the government and people of Hay

fortune in obtaining the services of one who WM@I: exertions
[ in their behalf, and who is so woﬂqdlkﬁﬂl.w W!:h sitmtlon
: he holds,
Mr. Richards had, as missionary, been for yaa.ru a Mdeut uf thesa '
. :M a.ndwu ‘thus in"close connexion with &&‘Bng au&dmﬁin
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cguncil, in -wluch the govemmmﬁa in {mt vuled u
person: ‘ranking as chiefs of the tghm order, four: ofwlqm
. S
a0y subjec dawduheu' cmﬂeﬂlmﬁia facts nﬂ«'malons..
pro and conyeare fully laid before the council, in a oowu and
simple manper, and the vote and decision of its members are had,
without any further recourse to Mr. Richards: ngw
. acted vpon with great deliberation, and ﬁqmﬂyﬂmmm-
' f'?ﬁinnuan%mnta fore not only are the chiefs 4 strong-minded
male members of the council are also remarkable
all appear desxram-af -ddng ‘what is right and

~An anecdote of wh 't-oumed . one of thie d@liberations, will, 1
—_J@{" irate their _ph! mode of coming to a proper dectsml. and

ropers “‘@ndpreﬂowmiuﬁmlpmnmwu.uuwd.
whet her it should become a law. All had assented to its passa
: Lof tbg%famab members, who, when the
B , but gave no answer. On being pressed, she
,.'}Wto which you have assented, has it not pnned‘! My _
Wrﬁ‘ﬂ needed.” But, supposing from this, that she had .
ithholding her vote, they pressed her to speak, when she a

‘.ﬂ.'
i

; 2 *a' go pmposod law give one-third of the pl‘opm'!yﬁ‘ﬂ“mﬁ 3
" ondtw isito the heirs of every one?” Yes. “Is this just! How =
i -affect one or two of the chiefs and myself! They

differently does
have no cl‘aldMT &qm er hﬂh will suffer, theirs will not.
This is not right” '
, They saw the tdgeet in & new hght. and at once determined to
adjoum,- for the purpose of thinking the affair over. They finally
. came to the canclusion, that all the property of mmm«h&m |
ﬁr ehetﬁvgote-thdeﬁprmg.butihﬂ.nftba property of thos i
&m fdiibcb'héha:hakmg lhould be entitled to one-third.
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ey n he received us, arnd in a few minutes, we foond that'b
Ry hgéwum himself very intelligibly in Engluh, _'
~ comprehending what was said to him. 1 (R E
o - He was found at one end of the large grass-hounhlh fer him by
the Governor Kekuanaoa* He received us in a friendly manner.
From the representations that had been made to mey T had been led to
believe that the king was not only dull of apprehension, but had little
disposition to engage in or talk of the affairs of government; I found
him, on' the contrary, exhibiting an intimate acquaintance with them.
He entered fully an& frankly in the discussion of all the: Wh
r relation to which disputgs had arisen between him nﬂwmmm
and 1, on the other hand, wa§ desirous to elicit his views with

| w 5 HAWATIAN GROUP,

: m;mpowed in his favour, I was not prepared lﬁ&nﬂ him so
W ~ easy and genflémanly in his manners as he now appeared. He was
<4 N ’

YT
3 v
N

1o the difficulties“he had for the <Jast year ‘or two encountered, *’ -';
i learn the feelings he had experienced in thaardﬂ!lmhmnuﬂ'u ia'm
| he had been placed. ' AN 12 Tige
Ea? " He spoke of the manner in which i‘ow;gmrs had obtruded them-
= selves into the affairs of his goverfiment, so that no one of W
.;,}-.'. permitted to pass without his being called, in a rude an anane’ig

to account for it. ' He stated that he found great diffiealty in acting
eoﬁ-amly. for foreigners, whom he and his chiefs had WM
attention, had from interested motives, urgnd
~upon him which he knew to be wrong, end had, in many cases,
abused the confidence he had placed in them. He expressed the:
strongest” desire to do right, and 1o protect his' people from evil infl-
: dnw&e encroichmmu of designing persons, bywholeagmt laws

'r e "tmaty which he had been com]:hlled to sign by‘Enpmm Ta-
; g-".; of the Frendvﬁ'igme Artemise, was alluded to by him in terms

' of mortification : e regretted that he had done an act and yielded to
a measure ‘whi&h’ﬁud mndatﬂ ﬂugh'lory his municipal lum and regu-

this part of?ﬁ:a conversation, it will tlﬁ"memry to
T ’cula‘;p of t'he circumstances. whi
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posed to th&ﬂnpﬁvemmts which are taking place in the” morals and % T
habits cﬁ,_;hm ‘Hawaliaw people under the influence of the missionaries. -
position eniabled me to hear the statements of botl parties, and
: ugh the heat of the dispute had in some degree abated, mutgal
' complaints Were still made. By a compdrison of the two statements,
~ the truth does not.appear difficult to be reached. o
- The partyopposed to the missionaries were. anmq to counferact
- the influence. they ascribe to them; and for this purpose, Whgn they
saw the old® heathen practices and vicious habits of the people rapidly
~ vanishing, bethought themselves of the Roman Catholic priests; and
" seem to have desired to excite a sectarian war as ene of the mest
k) .eﬂ’actuﬂ ‘means of oﬁ:namg the progress of the Protestant missionary
- “cause, - For this purpose they held out mducq@ents to those priests to
'wter aod establish Yhemselves in the Ha®aiian territory. This was in
_ f the law, which had made the Protestant the esta-
¥ ied antl solely toldrated religion of the state.
. This pHnciple, by which all forms of worship except ome were
Wﬂem to have been adopted by the king and chiefs, in the
“belief that two ‘ereeds would have rended to distraet the minds of the
people,and prodidce contention and confusion. What share the mis.
moﬂaw M;n bringing them to this conclusion, I14ound it impossible
in; but by information obtained from those. best
—Mm the subject, 1 was satisfied that the accounts of the
persecutions undergone by Catholic converts, and of the m
said to bave been endured by them, were much W‘Hw
were these in any case to be imputed directly to the missionaries,
who had in many instances endeavoured to prevent the infliction of
punishment for religious reasons, Of cruel treatment for this capse,
1 could lemn no authenticated instance, nor did I meet with any one
. who. could adduce facts from his own Lnowbdge. although 1
" information from those inimical to the missionaries, as well as from
those who favour them. That the missionaries and their proselytes
entertain. apprehensions of evil from the propagation of Romanism
is true, but I found less illiberality on the subject of- nhglous forms
_ existing in the Hawaiian Islands than in any place I visite w
 cruise; less than is entertained by opmmmlg qoqntw; and
¥ fnr ]w exists in Catholic countries against thquhg”pu the

In apta of Lhe prdnbﬂory law, it is a notonom aud ndi
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ed 1o enable them to learn the Hawaiian m& When, bow-
‘mass wag first publicly celebrated, ﬂmwnﬂm'

ok ammm&ﬂmdeofw«dnp;uw«
MMW&MW ancient idolatry ; an

~ cumstance which, had they continued heathen, might have been an

inducement 10 adopt, served now to alicnate them from it. st
© N6 serious disturbances in relation to religion occurred unt.d msu,
when the ‘Catholic missionaries were considered to have been engaged
in promoting the attempted rebellion of Lilika. Mfw
this reason, were associated in the minds of the rulers with the
nents of good order and the violators of the laws. The.
sequence, became jealous of their religion, and.ﬂ'tM' :
promulgate their doctripes. Whatever may have b tru
‘suspicion of the interference’of the Catholic priests mmz’

~government, there* can be no doubtethat the proceedingswhich followed

were dictated by reasons of state, not by sectarian: religiois. fﬂ% :

It was determined to expel the priests from the island, ‘ rfd

sent to California, at the expense of the gmmmt, m&mﬂ tted

out for the purpose. ' e "«J.i,&u
No further attempt was made by the Catholies o

doctrines in these 4slands until 1836, when the Rev. Mr.. thhm

secretly. 'When his calling became known, he was ordered to depart;

but, afler various excnses for delay, finally obtained permission fo
remain, on condition that he would not attempt to _"" . his
religion. iz

In November of the same year, Captain Rumn,mu. Ship
M"'ﬁmde a treaty with Kamehameha IIL. ~ One of its articles

- Wor thgproum of British subjects and pmpertyr; and under

| _tbium{ywiﬁu ‘nation whose established religion is Protestan!, it

‘was resolved that arr attempt should be made to introduce Catholic

“missionaries again, by making use of the British flag, and by claiming
&nbmmd&m,uwmme underlhepmtecuonofm

e M Clementmmvd. under mnlﬂm hnv;g a m:mber
d’fﬁathoib pueats on Mﬂh .{uded-

el



3 : dulmnmmﬂﬁmmclw‘m
bt pha that she had been forcibly seized. ,
b had  hardly occurred; whea the Freach: fri;

Venus, Captnmﬂ’em Thouars, and H. B. M. sh

Belcher, arriwed. - The two consuls did all in their pm to mm :
appear thut a gross violation of the rights of their respectiVe gitizens

~ had been m- The scenes which followed were disgraceful;
inste '{_._'héme&rforgn himself as to shake his
he face of lﬁa‘l&.tﬁm&ﬁ,ﬁmu in rank to the king; and

“he threatened tg hang at the yardarm.
rpreter,  ane : g supposed te exercise an ifluence over the
nmefit. Mfﬂm threat was no more than idle braw:lo..\l
' M%l treaty. Both comm:mders promiaod that tho--‘Cttholio
Arie ,T-should depart at the aarﬁsu-oppoﬂumty. and should not
it was afterwards claimed Mtb& -lﬁonmh&d

e n ”me.r tenets, although both the officers-had thas

~ form lly acknowledged that no such right could Mﬁg&lﬁm
-~ sent n’ad without the permission of the Hawaiian government.
' Some months afier these transactions, the provisor of llwﬂhhoy.ot

port, until the owner had given bond that the priests should not be

landed. These priests, together with those already under a stipulation

to embark as soon as they could procure a passage, purchased .a
schooner; in which they M«H island of Amsmn, 1u ﬂb
Caroline Gnonp. il

d the same 10 the Rev. Mr. Bioghar, the headof

the reverend gentlethan was bis having acted.as

Nicopolis, with some assistants, arrived at Oahu, when permission to
land was vefused him, and the vessel was not' permitied to egpter the

Y

Ll' i




£ profeﬂ!g-ﬂhmusmty. toleration |
T wuse all sects stand upon an equal footing.
~had warm and excited feelings to contend with ; but
their: power to obtain mmﬁw

= *wcmﬂnet irv-athee matters. Even mmnym
ﬁ,. “to have been practised-while the law continued in -force, s f
r “than is usually represented, and d:ampdmﬂmﬂn—w it se
F = Mm.hwmmw. B L
r‘ucmmﬂl of Gﬂﬁaﬂ I.‘phca, in the FW@ Aﬂe 18
-L Wtabut&mnmforwbmhnappeam no party
~prepared. - It was generally supposed in _Honolulu, that the
of this oﬂ‘iowwaa the consequence of * mpmmuont, 18
seeret agent of the Romish missionaries, by the n
ﬁom\@mpected of having informed the French g




'faubehetc i ~

y to the subject of religious toleration ; he

‘them. - He demandeg, in addition, as sarety
duct of the king afd chiefs, the sum of $20,000,
 has been alleged he hae not aceotnted$ and the Fremeh
nsul Wm to furn the intervention of Captain Laplmda-kb" G
1 persgaal advantage, as will presently be seen. & v
~+ The promulgation of this manifesto, and the exorbitant dnmlll-
- with which it was accompanied, praduced great consternation at Ho-
melulu, and throdghout the island of Oahu. The foreign residents
awere.in alarm focﬂ‘lﬂr property, whieh wu;w wﬁhe one side

; "hle to pay ; while the missionaries, vm»mm
I! ren, were. the objects of a proseription, from whhlu,h
~ Americon consul was informed, their national flag should not be'a
_‘5ﬁrobeuon, nor guard them from insult and injury. o v

~ Until the demands of the French captain should be omhp’rﬁ with,

- the port of #lonolulu was declared by him in-a state of blockade, and
no advices wete allowed to be sent from it except with his knowledge.

. The conduct of Wm&t “this juncture, was mest -

~ extraordinary. So far from aiding, by their advice and countenance,

- the governmient under whose protection they had been lmugw R
L hng'foﬂhiq’thefhmglﬁi-a qammhm o Iookmm own

from &wmmmw__ .

“
o

‘good treatment of French Catholics, and of »

-




"Qﬂ;ufmmmghmofmw

16 HAWAITAN GROUP,

to state ‘that the Americans as a body did not form ‘an exception, bat
that some of .tHem left the native rulers to ltrams they best could
.vﬂﬁha powerful enemy. = & s, N

The missionaries who were proseribed, dechnodatmvol ve tlw&mg
and chiefs in further difficulties by giving adviece, which, coming
from tham, would have been obnoxious to the French commander,
bat mleut]y awaited the suffering which they seemed eslled upon to
u‘[ﬂergj, W vt 00 b

The regent, Kekauluohi, and the governor, K.ekulnaoa;rmd-&
after some negotiation in obtaining a delay of the threatened hostilis
ties, until the king, who had been sent for, should arrive from Maui,
or until ‘@ ‘sufficient time should be allowed for his 5o and
Haalilio was sent on hoard the frigate as ahoatlg&,&r
of the treaty they were reqfired to sign. The time which was thas
allowed to intervdne, was spent on‘the side of the foreigners in creating
alarm, and holding up in dismal colours the propect of thd bloodshed
and rapine that were to fall on the devoted community, R ‘case dhe
demands of the French captain were not complied with; and on the
part of the chiefs in forming an éfficient police to suppress any intess
tine commotion. Their conduct ought to have put'to the blush those
whose property tHey thus prepared to guard, and I ean conceivé nos
thing more disgraceful than the conduet of the foreigners on this
oceasion. Even the American consul féll in the first instance into an
error, in not asserting the right of his flag to protect all Americans,
and in not throwing back upon the French commander the
threat he had attered-against the missionaries and their families. Ho,
however, fully retrieved his error before the affair ended. - =

-t would appear that the sum demanded by Captain Laplace had
been made so large by the advice of the French consul, who knew that
the resaurces of the native government would not enable them to raise
it, and who heped that, in liea of i1, any commercial arrangements he
might choose to dictate would be granted, or-that a good pretext would
-exist for the occupation of the island by the French, either of which .
might be turned to his (the consul's) pecuniary advantage. The same
reasons operated in a different manner upon the other foreign residents;
for after their first alarm had somewhat subsided, they became aware
of the injury to which the latter alternative M&MMM
while from actual hostilities they would be the greatest N
thus, to |he great dmppdfntmut'ofmeh aa

time ; but the regent
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Ahhoush wp““ the French Wﬂmmen A
possession of by h men were frustr ]
“of the state of wmmapmon'l" _' 0 1o _ T
procuring a commeréial treaty which should abrogate, in favour of the iy

ggp.wbmh m.!hﬂowed intention of protechng*Fteneh ommerce,
provided M&-ﬁoe admission of brandy and wine, in which ‘Theconsul
| hithertd been an illicit trader. 'This treaty was presented to the
W#ﬁ.% arrived, late in the afternoon, and he was-
. ed to put his signatore to it by the next morning, failing which, it
WWW would be again resorted to. It is |
“not. stbprising that the king, on this occasion, found himself, as he
w*&mmyat a loss What to do, when he found a
“treaty presented to him forehis signature, which broke down
=t s afd the munitipal regulations of the island. These difficulties
9 enhm finding that he was left entirely to himself, and with-
~out the aid of any friendly advice ; for no time was allowed him, even
to.call in the cotnsel of his own chiefs. The foreigners, both residents
and missionafies, kept aloof from him, although now was a juncture at
ﬂmﬁ.ﬂn&l ‘of this people might have acted to advantage by
mﬁrward'm support of the laws under which they lived. They
“too much blamed for having suffered this flagrant outrage
m:nghls of a feeble nation to be committed with their knowledge,
and, without sirong and decided remonstrances on their part. The
' missionaries, in pamcular. lost a glorious opportunity. It would have
. shown their eharacter in a beautiful light, if, afier abstaining as they
~ did from any act that might have increased the embarrassmensof ghe "
~ governments when they were themselves threatened, they had come
~forward to oppose, by every means in their power, the overthrow of
~ the laws enacted to check the scourge of intemperance, against which
* they had so long contended. 3
. The merchauts, also, had not the spirit to raisea voice in condem-
Mﬂf an act fraught with so much evil to the people from whom !
' —M m gauung their livelihood. Although all were aware of what Yy
3 _ , and ‘some of them were appealed to, none would %
y- of advising the king to withhold his signature
- diﬂde banm his own eyes, and which
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- He said, that “he was not surprised
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yat little Mmﬂt& him the aéiﬁah views of the 'ﬂ
| conspl! Whml ve"ﬂom first requisitions
“not been comphaduﬂﬂ!.l ‘er.anot mmmm a commercial
tgaty (which does mot appear to have been part of his matmctionq). ' e -1
“however advantageous, he would have ventured to commence hosti- «;
lities, or tha, if° opposed on this point, he M%W %
‘rample on the vights of the monarch of & weak and anoffgnding nation,

It was ‘now that Captain Laplace insisted upon the recognition,in

the capacity of consuly of the irresponsible individual ui‘mhom!ﬁ

have spoken under that style, but who had not Iﬂdmﬁo been received

by the government. Qe TR ¥ - .

The affair terminated by the l&udmgof Captain L |

hundred of his men, fully armed and equipped for mmw-w |
pose of celebrating mass in éne of the straw-hiilt houses X
""The frigate sdiled the day after this ceremony; and ﬁus,mlﬁ

‘space of ten days, Captain Laplace had, by thé ferror of his

forced a dreaded religion upon a reluctant people, heaped
the sovereign and chiefs, trodden down the laws, and left the m
open to the introduction of immorality and vice, besides carrying o
in his frigate the whole of the ¢irculating medivm. *Thid was tx
heroic ‘exploit, and one that must redound greatly to the eredit of all
who were concerned in it! o syt e»b‘f‘-

The immediate consequences of the treaty, were it not for their

serious results, would be ludicrous. Thevbrig Clmmmum
before been mentioned, was Jmmedlately‘tlelpawhﬁd“&y the Fre
cousul 1o the coast of South America, whence she returned with
lay, having on board the Bishop of Nicopolis with several priests '

a full aargo of French wines and brandy. It u;maulm o demibé

the effect which the introduction of quantities of intoxicatirg liquor pro-

duced upon the population of the islands, the inferior classes of which .
have still the propensity manifested by all savages for this worst pro-
duct of the arts of civilized nations. The chiefs have indeed endes=
voured to put some impediment in the way of the progress of the ‘n b=
“scourge, by»mﬂng it necessary to obtain a - lmeme for !ho- retw o\

~ After this account, it will be easy to understand ﬁe foshngl ef ‘mor-
tification and regret with which the king sp -




a small qlmnhty of
would willingly & e the twenty th

- Laplace held as security for the, faithful g
s byso ‘doing he d

' anaw on receiving his sugnatum&ha,mx’l u;m
1o dne with whom to advise, his own ;mpulsgw to do any
it _might serve to preserve peace and prevent injury to his
d the foreigners under his protection. - R pe
said further, that this was not the only instance mwinqb his con-
y WMMmmmm of which he disapproved,
and that there had been instances whenehe had been called upon to
wrn M m which hg had never given, for there were
m ; who misrepresented every thing that took m
mﬁmﬂ with bim.
"1 at once pointed out a simple remedy for this, namely, that hp
'should hereafiet transact all business in writing, and have no verbal
munication with people of this stamp or indeed with any one;
m that by keeping their letiers, and copies of his own, he
always be in possession of evidence of what had passed. 1
him. that T considered his government to have made sufficient
progress towards &pontlon among civilized nations to authorize him
m ‘that official business should be carried on in this. manner,
- my belief, that should he adopt this method, the
;-M.leﬂ” of.whom he had spoken would give him no further t:ouble.
I now found that his principal object in requesting an intervigw
- me was, thgt he might renew and amplify his treaty with the United
~ States, for which purpese he thought it probable that 1 might have had
“nstructions.  When he found that this was not the case, and that 1 had
- mo official communication for him, he was evidently disappointed ; for
e fh appeated mostdesirous to enter into a close friendship. with the
[ d States, and spoke in the highest terms of the kind manner in
: had ever been treated by our consul Mr. Brinsmade and the
rs of the United States vessels of wnr,;hnt-hnd visited his
o1 . T_mated his hopes that the United States
asa nnt.ipn. and anm' into a new treaty
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Cﬂ..mpmcipa] regulations, and had not rdthu‘m them to do their
- worst. The only justification he could offer to ‘himself for his submis-
sion was, that by yielding heohad Mﬂm trouble and distress to
others. L
To return to the Laplace treaty. A WMW sent to
France with letters to its government, containing a statemgnt of the
transactions of which we have spoken, and asking that ghe commer-
cidl treaty might be annulled as injurious to the morals of his people,
and the king expressed his hopes that this appesl to the thagnanimity
and moral sense of the French monarch would be successful.
With the Catholics, to whom this treaty has given free aamee. I
had no direct intercourse. I saw however that they were lmknwh
their exertions to inculeate their peculiar tenets; they have dlready -
several places of worship, afid were busy in erecting a large chapel
of stone.  All the'chiefs, however, and the great body of the people, are
still Protestants. The existence of two different’ creeds’ has m '
'some difficulties. One relating to the school system took- m
the stay of our squadron; and another relative to mnmagel-bnww
native converts of different persuasions. o L
1 cannot but indulge the hope, that the competition of* the mqbg '
of different creeds, if they be actuated by proper motives, wilk. b
stimulating their efforts, tend to the improvement of education a
the advancement of civilization. The Protestant missionaries have
already done so much good, that it is much more a matter of wonder
that there should be so many sigos of piety, and so many instances of
strict obedience to the moral law, than that vice and. mﬂyw :
to be seen in exisience in ‘this community, so recently redeen '
L bagbariem. L 1.'
“Among the most obvious benefits of the m:monuy]rbomu, are a
code of laws and a written constitution ; the last of which was pro--
mulgated on the Sth October, 1840. It is, no doubt, far from being
perfect, but it is as much so as circumstances would permit, m# isa
proof of the sincerity of the interest the king and “chiefs take in. '

}f.’ welfare of those whom they govern ; for in it they have made a willing
| sacrifice of their power to what they deem the general. benefit of the =

g ,

3 nation. -

. ~ Iwas furnished with a copy of &;s constitution by Mr. Rnchardq, ‘0 ‘g

5 5 u:d 1 insert it, as perhaps the best mode of contrasting the M P
. Hnwwplamth%“hhm ftha M""Iu
ian islands, and of m&- ;

5 'p“.,

*J‘&n‘m.’ﬂlw_ )




e iupammht mhmb.hberwm
~ ‘oppressi in wmmmm&mmmau.dﬁ
o ot 1o those 'who act in violation of the laws. . c-'.-.:
e  established government; and rule, for the purpose of
mmﬁfwmitubrmmmsw@o 2
Protection of the rulers only, without also providing
bjects ; neither is it proper to enact laws to enrich

-raghﬂiommhngtbarm::m;m

h’**13“3“G-'ll)l'!liﬂﬂtklle'lthnl'dmll any tax be assessed,
labour ‘required of any man, in'a manoer which is
. _m abovem‘umm
m"\w * el . [T . 3 w -

-‘Z.‘ M ryrl ‘ .
onmnmmmauuum . SN

V]

lhe people and the chiefs of all these islands, while
correct deportment; that no chief may bg ablp to =
ject, but that chiefs and pwplo may on)oyﬂm same
, under one and the same law.

tection is hereby secured to the persons of nﬂ»ﬂm people,
er ‘with their lands, their building-lots, and all their property,
they conform to the laws of the kingdom ; and nothing what-
‘shall be taken from any individual except by express provision
¥ Whatever chief shall act perseveringly in violation of ©
uhall no longer remain a chief of the Hawaiian "

e shall be true of ﬂn*gpmors, officers, and alll-x .
- B e

= >
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It is our deslgn to ragulm our lnnm ‘according !o:ﬂw M
principles, and thus seck the greatest prosperity bothof all the chiefs
and all the people of these Hawaiian Islands.  But we are aware M
we cannot ourselves alone accomplish such an object.”  God must be
our afd, for it is his province alone to give perfect protestion and pro-
perty.  Wherefore we first present our supphnataon to lnm that he will
guide vs to right measuras and sustain us in our work."

It is, therefore, our fixed decree:—

1. That no law shall be enacted which is at variance with the word
of the Lord Jehovah, or at variance with the general spirit of htrworck
All laws of the island shall be in consistency wath the general spirit of
God’s law. P

2. All men inSevery ral}glon shall be protscted in worshlﬁﬁng
Jehovah, and serving him according to their own understanding, byt
no man shall ever be punished for neglect of God, unless he injures iu
neighbour, or bring evil on the kingdom.

3. The law shall give redress to every man who is w
another, without a fault of his own, and shall protéet all men
lhe}r conduet properly, and shall punish all men who commit cfime
against the kingdom or against individuals; and no unequal idwﬁﬂ’
be passed for the benefit of one to the injury of another. i

4. No man shall be punished, unless his crime be first made m"‘
fest, neither shall he be punished unless he be first brought to trial it
the presence of his accusers,and they have met face to face, and the’
trial having been conducted according to law, and the crime ‘made
mapifestin their presence, then punishment may be ioflicted. = =~ ©

5. No man or chief shall be permitted to sit as judge&‘iu! on a
jury to try his: particular friend or enemy, or one who is
comnected with him. Wherefore, if any man be condemned or ac-
quitted, and it shall afterwards be made to appear that some oné who
tried him acted with partiality, for the purpose of favouring his friend
or injuring his enemy, or for the purpose of enriching himself, then
there shall be a new trial allowed before those who are ithpartial.

mummnormmmrmsowwmmmm.';' AETY 1

‘The origin of the present government and iystem of polity is as
follows s Kamehameha L was the founder of the kingdom, and to him

... belgnged il the-land. from-guesendiofth sl 15 the ofber; tidugh
-kwm his own pnv#mparty '!:w tothu chiefs niﬁ"

-|—-_ / oL
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people in em#mmmmam the head, apd had

the management of the landed property. Wherefore there wus not
- formerly and is not now any person who could or can convey away
- the smallest portion of land without the consent of the one who had or
~ has the direction of the kingdom.

. These are the persons who have had the direction of it from that
time down: Kamchameha 1L, Kaahumanu I, and at the present time
Kamebameha IIl. These persons have had the direction of the king-
dom down 1b the present time, and all dmmuwmmbyﬂm.md
no others, are the documents of the kingdom.

. The kingdom is: permanently confirmed to Kamehameha TIL md
his. heirs, and his hen- shall be the person whom he and the chiefs
shall dppoint during Bis lifetime; but should there be no appointment,
then the decision shall rest with the chitfs and House of Represent-

.

"tk"ur l“?‘."' o e i

@ . PREROGATIVES OF THE KING.
> bl

ey o

- The prerogatives of the king are as follows. He is the sovereign of
all the people awtd all the chiefs. The kingdom is his. He shall
have. the direction of the army and all the implements of war of the
kit . He also shall have the direction of the government property,
!hopoﬂ-ux. the land-tax, the three days’ monthly labour ; thongh in

to the laws. He also shall retain his own private lands,

qﬂ. lands forfeited for the non-payment of taxes shall revert to him.
He shall be the .chief judge of the supreme court, and it shall be his’ -
duty to execute the laws of the land, also all decrees and treaties with
other countries; all, however, in accordance with the laws. o o

It shall aleo be his prerogutive to form treaties with the rulers of all
other kingdoms, also to receive all ministers sent by other countries,
%ﬂ-‘hﬂ have power to confirm agreements with them.

. He shall also have power to make war in time of emergency when
the chiefs cannot be assembled, and he shall be the commander-in-

ef. He shall also have power to transact all important business of

ﬂw hngdom. which is not by law assigned to others. Ity

'.r i ‘1 ' mm::mor THE KINGDON. : o |
At shall be the duty of the king to appoiut some chief of Tank and o
ability to be his particular minister, whose title shall be Promier of
Kingdom. His office and business shall be the same as thatef
hun _-mem For even in the mﬁm
] m‘. - .

-
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** hands of Kashumanu. When w

 the judges and give. them their certificates ofoﬁee. '
o lha&inghutgh to the pre:mer R
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hameha I., life and death, condemnation and acquil

“ The kingdom is Liho-liho’sy and Kaaht s.h _

That important feature of the ' : Kameha-
meha 1, shall be perpetuated in these Mmm ut P
always be in subservieney to the law.. : _ ° : N |

The following are the duties of the premier: . =
All business connected with the special mm of the kingdom,
which the king wishes te transact, shall be done by the premier under
the authority of the king. All documents and business of the kingdom,
executed by the premicr, shall be considered as executed by the king’s
authority.  All government property shall be reported to him (ozllmf;_ J
and he (or she) shall make it over to the king. =
- The premier shall be the King's speclal counsellor in the gmtiﬁ- .

“ness of the kingd8m. Tt oy

« The king shall not act w:lhout the knowledge of the premier, nor
shnl] the premier act without the knowledge of the king, and the veto
of the king on the acts of the premier shall arrest the business. Al
mapaﬂant business of the kingdom which the king chooses to transact
in person, he may do it, but not without the appmbm ~of the

p:etmer e R S ]
g ™ narh . cary oA

| GOVERNORS. v IR DNEEEE ) ol

T s S

There shall be four governors over these Hawaiian. Islands—one
for Hawaii, one for Maui and the islands adjacent, one for Oabw, and
one for Knuai and the adjacent islands.  All the mm
Hawaii to Kauai, shall be subject to the king. . .. .

“The prerogatives of the governors and their duties, shall be as fol-
lows. Each governor shall have the gemuldmec&muf
tax-gatherers of his island, and shall support them in the execution of
all their orders which he considers to have been pmpp;ky@m, but
shall pursue & course according to law, and not
private views. He also shall preside over all the judges of @w
and shall see their sentences executed as above, Baainlhl»momt :

- All'the governors, from Hawaii to Kauai, shall |




Eg‘ &, s y

'“..“ﬂ ' ¥ HAWA t%‘i"a-“'m’ ‘enou?

:ﬁ'. :@5 SFiag _. s, and ahm over the same to the pgemier.
Al imports ",mem in times of emergency, unless

he king or pi’qﬂsidr*he " He shalt isave charge of all the king's

iness o island, the taxation, new improvements to be extended,
slans ﬁuma ‘wealth ; and all officers shall be subject
~ to him. He shall also have power to decide all questions, and transact
'~ all island husiness which is not by law assigned to others. ,

- When either of the"governors shall decease, then all the chiefs shall
assemble at “such place as the king shall appdint, and shall nominate a
successor of the deceased governor; and whosoever they shall nomi-
m tnd be approved by the king, he shall be the new governor. '

nti

. ()
ot
s . RESPECTING THE SUBORDIJATE CHIEFS,

Jsm"ﬁa present period, these are*the persons who shall sit in the
| councils? Kamehameha 111., Kekauluohi, Hoapiliwahine,
Kuakini, Kekauonohi, Kahekili, Paki, Kooai, Koahokalola, Leleiohoku,
Kekuanaoa, Kealiiahonui, Kanaina, Keoni Ii, Keoni Ana, and Haalilio.
Bmw be recéived into the council, it shall be made known
by law. '"Thése pérsons shall have part in the councils of the kingdom.
No taw of the nation shall be passed without their assent. They shall
act in the following manner: they shall assemble annually, for the
purpose of seeking the welfare of the nation, and esmbhshmg the laws
of the kingdom. Their meetings shall commence in April, at such
day and place as the king shall appoint.

1t shall be proper for the king to consult with the above persons
mpocﬁug all the great concerns of the kingdom, in order to promote
and secure the greatest good. They shall moreovet trams-

wt ‘such otler business as the king shall commit to them. "
* They shall still retain their own appropriate lands, whether districts
or plantations, in whatever divisions they may be, and they may con-
duct the business on said lands at their discretion, but not at variance

wilh the laws of the kmgdnm.
AT
rh i o) ' xmuu THE REPRESENTATIVE BODY.

-anny iﬂmanoenampmwmmoomuﬂmth
_mdemmﬁ\‘thenahon. 'They shall be chosen by
- wish, from Hawaii, Maui, Oaby, and
Tluh‘w Iﬁtﬂm&e&md‘ choosing them, and also the
= iV lbodyshall have xmﬁ

N
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" think it desirable to meet again, they may do it m,m'dumu_' |

sion on any point, then that decision shall be recordéd ir a'l

. '_M at the discretion of the king and premier.
m:m heﬂmmd.ﬁom office withe

There shall be an annual meoﬁagu MM]Tm&he

When they assemble, the nobles shall meet by M&im, and the
representative body by themselves, though at such times ds they shall
think it necessary to consult together, they may unite at their discre-
tion,

The form of do:ngbmnm shall be as follows: the nobles shall ap-
point a secretary for themselves, who at the meetings shall recbrd all
decisions made by them : and that book of records shall be preserved,
in‘order that no dbcrees affecting the interests of the kingdom ah!@lh :
lost.

~ The same shall be done by the raprasentanve baﬂy Th

e a secretary for themselves; and when theymet : m
the interests of the kmgdom,mulm ;

the book shall be preserved, in order that nothing valuable affecti
the interests of the kingdom, shall be lost; and -thm m W 1ew
law made without the approbation of a majority ui‘tha iefs, and als
a majority of the representative body. { -

When any act has been agreed upon by them, M 'lh' > pre-
sented to the king, and if he Wm&mgnm name, and also
premier, then it shall become a law of the kingdom; and thai
shall net be repealed until wmﬂm\by&! “voice |

blshed it. - e Ww
fr ek v D He et SR s it 20
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%Hngandpmlhaﬂ appomth‘xm lﬂdmm their
certificates of office. There shall be district tax officers for Qlﬁb of the

i
=

a tax officer has received his certificate
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ic .' of thq,munt to all the people,
suitable time,  The tax officers shall make
o »&lmqf the governors, and in

.,; iirements of the law.  And when the taxes are
Fv:} : glﬂler them, and deliver the property o the

and the governor shall pay it over to the premier, and the
premier shall deliver it to the king.

The tax officers shall also have chtrge ol'the public Jabour done
for the kihg,thmghxf they see proper do commit it to the land
- agents, it is well; but the tax officers being above the land agents,

shall be accountable for the work. They shall also have charge of

all new business which the king shall wish to extend through the
: mm In all budiness, however, they shall be subject to the go-
J Iha taxoﬁnersshall be the judges in all case® arising under the
lax law.» In all ¢xwes where land agents or landlords are charged
m the lower classes, and also in all cases of\ﬂ!ﬁmlty
setween land ;gam and tenants, the tax officers shall be ﬂn

l - I""Q
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h '-,,h;] ‘moreover, perform their duties in the following manner.

h tax officer shall be confined in his authority to his own appro-
_pria mmg. If a difficulty arises between a land agent and his
enant, the tax officer shall try the case, and if the tenant be found

ty, then the tax officer, in connexion with the land agent, shall exe-
cute the law upon him. But if the tax officer judge the lund agent to

be in fault, then he shall notify all the tax officers of his particular
%ﬂ, cand if they are agreed, they shall pass sentence jon fjim,
the gqvernor shall execute it. But in all trinls, if’ any individual
take exception to the decision of the tax officer, he may appeal to
the governor, who shall have the power to try the case again, and if
exceptions are taken to the decision of the governor, on information
given to the supreme judges, there shall be a new and final trial before

«. PR OF THE JUDGES. -
ernors shall, at his discretion, appoint judges for his
two or more, as he shall think expedient, and shall

certificates of office. After having received their certificates,
I not ha lurml'om except by impeachment, though it lhall be
{ ""'_mm term of office. =~ *
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beforehand of Nmutﬁ«umﬁu%ﬁ»ﬁ mtha
time specified arrives, they shall be the judges in cases arising under
the laws, excepting those whieh regard taxation, or difficulties between
land agents, or landlords and their tenants. They shall be sust .'

the governor, whose duty it shall be to execute the law
their decisions. But if cxceptions are tuken to their jﬂ‘Mﬂ’hO-
soever takes them, may appeal to the cﬂpmmejndgu. oorauthy,

\. mmmmm = 1r <

The representative body shall appoint four persons whose dufy 5t -
shall be to aid the king and premier, and six persons shall constitute
the supreme court of the kingdom. ik

‘Their business shall be to settle all cases of difficulty which dre left
unsettled by the tax officers and common jndges. They shall give 'a
“new trial according to the condifions of the law. They shall give
previous notice of the time for holding courts, in"Grder that those ﬂ,
are in difficulty may appeal. The decision of these shall be final.

shall be no further trial afterwards. Life, death, confinement,
ind freedom from it, are all in their hands, and their decisions are

A
i ™
LU I ¥ oy e

OF CHANGES IN THIS OQH!TITUTIW-

Tlus mnsmunon shall not.be considered as finally entabl'uhad until

the people have generall y heard it, and have appointed persons accord-
ing to the provisions herein made, and they have given their assent;
then this constitution shall be considered as permanently established.
- But hereafter, if it should be thought desirable to ch it, notice
_ shall be previously given, that all the people may understand the nature
~of the proposed change, and al the succeeding meefing of the chiefs
and the representative body, if they shall agree as to the addition pro-
posed, or as to the alteration, then they may make it.

The above constitution has been agreed to by the chicfs, and we
have hereunto subscribed our names, this eighth day of October, in the
year of our Lord eighteen hundred and forty, at Honolulu; Oahu.

Y TR b (Signed)  Kawumamsia HI.

e 3 ; Kexavroont.
i il -k
'M;Tha code ofh.‘luls now admmmeved wnh firmness
0 T tude that gives them great effect, and of this we had
B wd*emainﬂdmpﬂmolulu. ' v e

A mghtm«m,nﬂp our arrival, I was awake

most ‘mournful sounds 1 ever he
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Mw&ad in a measure dissipated.
. iﬁ*ﬁl»mﬂiﬂ; over Kamakinki, the wife of a
ke  being entertained of her having

- drinking ava, which her husband, Kamanawa, had

,pﬁpmad for'wmgm apprehended, together with an accomplice,
* whose name was Sono. Three days afier their arrest, they were put

under trial before Kekuanaoa, the governor, as presiding judge, and a

_jury of twelve Hawaiians. . On being brought to the stand they were

examined against themselves, and confessed on interrogation ; for the
Hawaiian law permits this, and such confessions are esteemed as good
testinfony.. They wef: found guilty by the jury, and Sono canhwd
on the trial that he had commitied one other murder.

. e, facts i relation 10 the wyrder of the chiefs wife were as

Burgy 510y > e

. The husband and wife had been for some time mparated,bam

wvished to marry another woman, for whom he hn.dfn

strong attachufent. . Having already one wife, this was fo

the law, and*he in consequence determined to rid himself of ber, -
thll«pweae he applied to Sono, who was said to be well anquamtod

- with poisons. He found Sono in the same position as himself, and they

M agreed, to destroy their wives. Accordingly, a seeming recon-

 brought about, and they met at the house of a son-in-law
d’M to celebrate it by drinking ava. Two bowls of the liquor
were prepared, the one unadulierated, the other mixed with poison
composed of Tephrosia piseatoria, Daphne indica, and the leaves of a
common gourd (Lagenaria). From the first of these the gom
drank, but gwhen Kamakinki called for her share, which was handed "
to her by Kamganawa her husband, she, after taking a few mouthfuls,
complained of its bitterness. On asking if the other cups had tasted
so, and bmng answered in the negative, she at once accused her
L - poisoned her.

The m‘wqﬂd have been ample without the confession of the
guilty parties, for a post-mortem examination had taken place, which
proved conclusively. that the death had been the result of poison.
The mh@mr. both made a full and corresponding confession.
T anawa, the husband, that Sono, on receiving his
once said that he had a drug that would destroy life.
ing-some doubts, Sono told him that he had already

Gases. .ﬂhcn Kamanawa drugged the ava, he had

effective, mslad tofind it so.

-w-\.—l.‘
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'lh pnsonersm allowed counsel, anduthe- whole proceedings
were Conducted in a becoming mannor. “The chatge of the judge to
the _lury was clear and forcible. The king an&MWfs

were present, and as Kamanawa was a great ﬁmmw
itwas supposed by many that a pardon would be exte
this being the first case in which the m!mefﬂnw been
passed on one of o high a rank. But there was no pardon, and the
criminals Were hung on the 20th of October, on the walls'of the fort,
the king having gone seme days previously to Lahainal The con-
course of people at the execution was very large, and the prisoners
were attended by the missionaries. There was none of that eager
cariosity, rushing, and crowding, that is to be observed at home on an
occasion of the kind, and no noise or confusibn. - All presenf were
decently dressed and well behaved, but they did not seem impressed
with the solemnity of the scene. It was estimated that ten thousand
persons, from all purts of the island, were prestfit. I was in hopes
that the law would have been put into execution within the fort,

_on the walls, thus making it a private instead of & public execn<
ome 1 had much conversation relative to this subject with the autho-
ities, but 1 thought the disposition was to make it a*matfer of parade
rather than otherwise. The criminals showed no manner of contrition
for their foul crimes, but evinced a hardihood in unison with the deed
ﬁ:r which they suffered the penalty of the law. "

There are no persons to whom the old adage of “ murder mﬂ«ﬂ
will more justly apply, than to these natives; they cannot keep a
secret, and when once a crime is perpetrated, it is. not long before it
becomes known to the public; they will even tell against themselves,
hqwmr certain the punishment may be. In this respect, nearly all
“the Polyneunn nations are alike. It was perhaps not to e expected
that much feeling should be shown on an oceasion of ghe kind among
a half-civilized nation, who had formerly been in the habit of seeing
death frequently administered by the hands of the assassin, acting by
the order of the chiefs; yet I was not prepared to see so quiet and
'Pdlﬁem_mn demeanour. The son of Kamanawa, who 1s ap extremely
at youﬁ':,' and one of the best swimmers and divers in the port, spoke
he exe tion of his father without any apparent feeling:
mmem advence which has been made by the Hawmm in

ese islands fully ﬂhuu-gud by other- iter: all con-
tent myself 1 wew dm&m as may s basis
‘v;\-p-"-':ht,. P o -
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a th  and Wd’fﬁ%
ween their "mr fﬂwwﬁw of the other
nesia. . On these points whave endeavoured to obtain
ot information, and- have been fortunate in receiving it
"t '- .m l"ﬁ Iﬂu! SOUTrees. e
mes there were no fixed laws of suceession to the throne,
d the practice in relation to it varied. It mquﬁ general
. usage t the erown should descend, on the death of a sovereign, to
‘one of his ¢hildren, sons being preferred to daughters, and the rank of
the mother being taken into consideration, as well as priority of birth.
M Kamehameha I had children by several wives, but his eldest
son, as well as a daughter, were superseded by the children of another
wife of more elevated birth. Even if a sovereign had sons by females
‘of low origin, a daughter might succeed, if her mother were of vug
- elevated rank. v
A case of this dorfhad oceurred two generations prior to the disco-
e %aﬁ:ﬂx& Jisland, when the throne was held by Queen Keokwlli
who had several half-brothers, but they were of lower rank on
mother's side.  There have been only two instances of the acce
of females to Yhe wprem power, Keokeolaui, and Laca, of sﬂm

'»i, .
antiquity. v

‘Exceptions sommwm made to the regular descent, uymw
ceded right of the sovereign to name his successor; and, in conse-
quence, it has sometimes been willed to a younger instead of the e‘lder
~son, of the same mother, and sometimes to a member ofanothet fa-

mily. Where special reasons existed for such a course, it was gene-
mﬂy concurred in by the chiefs. But these rules were often set aside,

and personal valour demded the point. Kamehameha I was an #n-
stance of thig kind.

A chief of mﬁmf rlmk stood little chance of attaining the royal
dignity, however highly he might be endowed ; but even the lawful
heir, if a weal{m@pﬁiﬂunimous man, was sure to be supplanted by a
chief better qualified. Thus, in consequence of their being many dif-
ferent aspirants for the high office, the death of a king was always the
signal fmﬂdﬂl WAr, :

life of a king he generally signified his wish in rel
t of the crown, and often a council of chiefs was _
ject. If they all concurred, it put a stop to any di

nominated succeeded to the kingdom without




 were several women of ‘rank, the king felfiit important
 sect - 'snm i W r that there mmm

W &aenmfd‘oompmm'a was of

;ﬁnhehnp to marry their own sisters, althoagh this inm

course is, in mcmmmvw&am

of the people. The offspring of such a union wa .“.:',__ ipor v

highest possible rank. Ll
It is said the present king was desirous of marrying his own sﬂ‘i
Nuhleuaenl, but that this was prevented by the missionaries.
" The public fecling was so strong against the king’s having heirs by
i Wm of inferior rank, that it often caused the ehildren to be put W
~death in infancy by the high chiefs, in order fo avoid ahy of
lgmg claim to the throne, or to a higher rank than they were
' ow them. Al &
nngumate children of the king were almost sumﬁnm to danth
ncy, and sometimes by order of the father,
e rank of & woman was not materially altered by her marriage to

- - She acquired no authority in the government, and no special

Mpurﬂﬂgmhnmﬂymanmdnmaﬂmdsﬁm the

“.}":ﬁju 15
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P_,'Fhe government, so far as one was established in past iimeg, was
mainly of a feudal chatacter, and vested in the various ranks of land-
lords, the king being considered as the hetd.  The power of each par-
ticular chief was, in most cases, supreme over his own immediate vas-
sals or tenants, and this power was not entirely confined to his own
dependants, The ¢hiefs having a common interest in preserving their
power, showed great politeness and respect towards each other, <o
much so that they felt themselves at liberty to eall upon the depend:ints
of another without the fear of giving offence :*this operated to the dis-
advantage of the people, for instead of serving but one master they
were subject to several. o
iAs a general rule, however, the authority descended in the scale of
rank, rhing from the lowest class of servants to tenants, agents, land-
helders, land-owners, petty chiefs, hkigh chiefs, and the king, each one
ruling accordmg to his own understanding, or that of his superiors.
Qf course, tivil rightS’ could not be expected under such a state of
d;iqgu, nor were any acknowledged to exist. Some general rales
seem 10 have had place, and when they were infringed, the offender
was pumshed. parucularly if the crime was of an unﬂravaled nature.

Murder was punished by death ; and in the time of Kamehamelil B
repeated instances of this erime and its punishment occurred.

Grand larceny was also a capital offence, provided the injured
person had power to execute the law ; the king and chiefs not unfre-
quently espoused . the cause of the injured party, and inflicted ﬂ‘e
punishment.

Adultery was likewise often punished by death, and, in a cele-
brated case, Kamehameha eulled upon his highest cinefs to aet as
executioners. il -

-The taboosor sacred law, restrained and regulated, in a considerable
degree, the will of those in authority, although it was in other respects
very oppressive to the people. A eohief, who was a notorious violator
of taboo, soon became unpopular, and was eventually supplanted by
some other who stood in higher estimation.

As faras there was any system in their government, it was deeply
interwoven with. their religioos taboos, and partook of law, custom,
and will.  The taboos that were fixed may be considered as embraced
in the first; the second was founded on their superstitions; and the
 lust on the power the chiefs had to enforce them. Thus, no kings"
hnw.,‘baen thow}nave governed exclusively by will and tabvos ;

i and the fear of other chiefs had placed many restraints on_
themi;' Among these was the influence of a certain Wof mels’

whose it was to gmli MM mm:ﬂa p'rowr'bs
miw. o -
T?q‘%« - T
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handeg down from their ancestors. These men often prophesied that
judgment would follow if these were neglected ; but, notwithstanding,
#s may readily be supposed, bad rulers contrived to evade the taboos
and rules, and the people had n6 means of redressing their grievances
but by rebellion, and placing other chiefs in their stead. =

There were means used to publish the laws. Kamehameha was very
particular in this respect; and there appears to have been no complaint
that he had ever violated them himself.

From the earliest pefiods of Hawaiian history, the tenure of lands
has been, in most respects, fendal. The origin of the fiefs was the same
as in the northern nations of Europe. Any chieftain who could collect
a sufficient number of followers to conquer a district, or an island, and
had succeeded in his object, proceeded to divide the spoils, or “ cut: up
1he land,” as the natives termed it.

“The king, or principal chief, made his choice from the best of" thn
lands. Afterwards the remaining part of the conquered tefritory was
distributed among the leaders, and these again subdivided their shaves
10 others, who became vassals, owing fealty to the sovereigns of the fee.

The king placed some of his own particular servants on his portion
as his agents, to superintend the cultivation. The original occupants
who were on the land, usually remained under their new conqueror,
and by them the lands were cultivaled, and rent or taxes paid.

This division was often a work of great difficulty. In spite of any
wisdom and skill that could be exercised, it was no easy matter to
satisfy every one that the division had been fairly and equally made,
and before the business was finished, difficulties often arose, which
ended in some cases in rebellion, and in others in open war. When
cvery #hing could be settled amicably, the whole body of retainers
became bound wp with the interest of the king, having évery induce-
ment to sapport him, for their property became safe or uncertain in

proportion as his authority was upheld. These landholders were the
*pamm‘lonwhomthe king could ecall and rély on to support him in his
dlﬁeultlal. aid him in his plans, or fight his battles.

 The manner in which these divisions took place, shows more
system thannppenntohnrebeen pri!cuwdmlnyolher groupin

N An Island was divided . . into Mokus, b, -
o Mokus ' . . . . % Thalanas, or counties:
\wm-!--w eyt et s nﬁ.‘mm <
BRS |\ et -.'; S or plantations, b
'?m g ! s ﬁmwlmdlhrm

.‘Hm;‘ 4 ' ; ;-.d‘ A "| l- !_'O'r"'l""‘" ) e
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‘person, and instances occurred where all the moos which composed an

ili, were possessed by one individual.

Every fendatery was bound to his pa‘ttculu- hnd-owmr. after the
same manner as the chief or land-owner was bound to the king; and
thus a feudal connexion was established between the king and his
lowest subjeet, by which tie the society or clan was held together,

The king and chiefs having power even to depriving a chief not only
of his rank, but also of his possessions, had complete control aver the
whole, and flad them firmly bound to their purposes. :

This was the only system of government known to the Hawaiians,
and even the older chiefs cafinot be persuaded that autherity or govern-
ment can be successfully maintained by any other means. Their argu-
ment i8, “ If they cannot take the people’s lands away from them, what
will they care for their authority

“But, whal appears extraordinaryy this bond was more ofien severed
bylba supériors than by their vassals, notwithstanding the landlord had
not onlya right to require military service, to tax his particular tenants
at pleasure, and demand other things, among which might be daily
labour in any ar every kind of employment, so that a labourer seldom
received on an average morve than one-third of the value of his work,
while the different chiefs pocketed the rest. But this was notall ; even
this portion of one-third was not secure, for they had no line of demar-
cation by which the tenant could separate the profits of his labour from
the property of his chief; and if he by any chance was industrious, and
brought his farm into a good state of cultivation, he was at once
marked oot as a subject for taxation. No tenant, in short, could eall
any thing he had his own. Favouritism, jealousy, and fickleness of
character were so general, that no landholder counld considershimaself
sure of the®fruits of his own exertions, and therefore would make no
improvements, and even ridiculed the idea of attempting them. -

These exactions came so heavily at times from particular chiefs,
that the landholders found it necessary, in order to avoid starvation, to
hold lands at the same time under different chiefs, so that their chance
might be greater of retaining a portion, and that the necessities of one
of them could not entirely sweep away the whole.

All that restrained a chief in demanding taxes or from dispossessing
his tenants was a certain sense of propriety, which forbade the ejection
,of the actual eultivator of the land, notwithstanding the changes which
“might take place above him, so that those possessing the moos: were
seldom disturbed. ~Self-interest must have pointed out this course to
the chiefs, and it not only prevented distress throughout the different
islands, but mitigated the evils of the frequent changes that were

= . [
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from one cause or another, The dwpnsssﬁngn tanm Wi

& lands, also took away nearly all the personal property. which might
~have been acquired from them, either directly or indireetly. '

. The greatest confusion and changes took place at the deaths of the

chiefs or landholders, the right of the fief descending to beirs, who, as

a matter of course, had followers of their own, and almost invariably

dispossessed the old agents and put their own favourites in their places.

On the death of a king, these changes of course affected the whole
kingdom ; and on the demise of a chief, whatever territory had been
subject to his sway. Under the present government the feulhl tenure
still exists, but it is greatly modified. -

The new laws define the rights of the different classes, tnd presonbe
the rules by which each class shall be govemed. ’

Officers are also appointed to see that the regulations are oburn:l
and to assess damages according 1o law when the rights of one class
are invaded by those of another. ol

No tax can be now laid, neither can any property be seized, not
even by the king, except by express provision of the law, and no land-
lord dispossesses his tenants of their fief. The right of tenure is declared
perpetual, except being subject to forfeiture for nob-payment of rent.
The right to fix the amount of rent is regulated by law, and the people
have a voice in the legislature, so that no new tax can be laid without
the assent of their representatives.

These are great modifications, which one would suppose must have
been found immediately effectives but the evils intended to be remedied
are but partially removed, owing to the fact that the officers who are
employed are ignorant, and fear to thwart the interests of the chiefs
antl others.  These evils, as the natives improve and become more
familiar with their laws and rights, must entirely vanish. © Even if the
abuses should continue, they can be of no great extent, for the number
‘of the superior lords of the soil is reduced to two, of whumme is the
king.

. The taxation under the old kings was sufficiently ragular, it was
L annually assessed by the king’s agents appointed for that purpose, and
b fluctuated but little. It did not extend below the ilis or plantations,
F}-_[—, - whhh were tuad u'f’ollm
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w 'lapas’wa those used for their sleeping and screens, the blg -

and narrow ones for female dresses. .

The size of the hog, dog, &c., varied saccording to the size of‘ t]m
ili. Thetaxes were paid into the hands of the immediate superior, and
so on until they reached the king, before whom they were exhibited in

" a large heap. In this mode of transmission, opporlumnm for haldmg
back a large amount were afforded.

Besides this tax for the maintenance of the kmg. there were customs
and rules wifich made it necessary to make pwesents to the king, espe-
cially when he was travelling, at which times himself and retinue were
to be supporied by presents from the people. This might be cons
sidered a forced tax, for, if sufficient supplies were not furnished, the
inhabitants suffered evdry kind of extortion from the king's attendants;
and one may have some idea of the extent of these requisitions, when
informed that the king's party sometimes consisted of upwards of a
nlmssnnd persons.  Ahother direct tax was imposed on the work of
the peaple, the king having a right to call out all classes of the com-
munity to perform any kind of labour he might desire ; nor was there
any limit as to the amount of time, or any rules for fixing it.

The manneTr in Which the notice of a call for labour was made, was
for the king to give his orders to a chief of rank, who issued his direc-
tions to other chiefs, and so on until it reached the lowest tenant. If
the work was of any magnitude, such as building temples, or labour in
honour of the dead, then the king issued his order to all the chiefs of
rank, and it thence extended to the people. In such cases the highest
persons in the nation, both male and female, were to be seen carrying
stones on their shoulders, and engaged in other kinds of labours .

Afier they had intercourse with foreigners, the mode of gixatign
became chasged, and its amount was somewhat increased.

In the case of furnishing sandalwood, the burden became at Iut
quite irksome and severe. It is calculated that the traffic in this
article lasted aboat thirty years, and yielded in that time upwards of
one million of dollars. It is considered fortunate that the supply has
become exhausted,as the collection of this wood was the most onerous

~of all the ways in which the chiefs exacted taxes from the people.
The trade in sandalwood was likewise carried on in shares, and there-
fore, that gathered by taxation was but a moiety of that which has
been derived from these islands.

¥ There was ‘yet another mode of taxation prwmedunulnw or

two before our visit ; this was by a'duty on so much of the produce
of the,zslanda as was cn'ﬁ!&.;ﬁ“’m A.tMu this amounted
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&w'ﬁut at other places less frequented it was W"ﬂ w
m this, @ tax was levied on trades, such as the hﬂheb&uﬂders
&e., and even on those whorwashed clothes. L il

The tax on land was sometimes collected in money, the poll-tax
always. One year the government received twenty-five thovsand
dollars; but I understood that usually it was about half that sum.
These were government taxes; but the chiefs regulated their posses-
sions in the same manner, and so it continued throughout down to the
petty chiefs. It is not probable that any one could evade the host of
tax-gatherers; indeed, no valuable article could be held by the lower
classes ; for if not directly falling under some of the hea_ds of taxation,
a mode would be devised by some one of their superiors to enable him
to take it, or persuasion was resorted to, until if was given up td saus@
the demands.

From this, it naturally resuolted, that none of the lower orders, even
if they were able, would live in a large house, cook a large hog, fish

“with a large net, or wear a dress of good cloth.

The lower order of chiefs, not unfrequently, made use of the king’s
name to obtain the articles they wanted. This was done by spreading
@ report that the king was about to a visit a place,"which at once put
the whole community in a stir to build houses for him; hogs and all
articles necessary for his entertainment would be collected, and. they
even went so far at times as to cook some of the provisionss™ The
king not arriving, the head men, of course, appropriated the houses,
provisions, &c., enjoying themselves quite in royal style. T

Thanks to the enlightening influence of the missionaries; this whole
system of taxation has gone into disuse, and the right to tax the people
izconfined o the government, in which the people themselves have a
voice. The only tax that is left to ehiefs and landlords is one of
labour ; this is now limited to three days in a month, and the tenants

% niay commute it for four dollars and a half a year. '
~In the laying of the taxes, it has been thought advisable to have
them all estimated in money, although they are paid in a vaﬂbf} of

hya. ‘They are assessed on the polls and on lands. The manner of

‘the assessment varies. In the first year it was made heavier on the
polls thun on the lands. The poll-tax must be paid in money; and

ﬂﬁ

glumng retarns, ‘l‘hu land-tax my ba zlf#o*dueeﬂ m&‘w

at the time, it must be paid in double the amount of
SOTEN il o 8 dependence. umy place on the facilily
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y w to very little advantage, as there is not much demand for them.
The rate of the poll-tax, from year to year, according to their present

law, is= .
- For nble-bodied Men, . . A 3 75 cents.
Wm'um. 3 v v g ' A AP
‘ . ki 4 318"
:}‘J Gir!s. 5 . % * - g u

The lnnd-taz is assessed, as formarly. on each ili. The amount
varies from #wo and a half to ten dollars. The size of an ili may be
understood by its being capable of supporting about thirty people.

The. present rate. of taxation of every kind is believed to amount, on
.a_fair estimate, according to the government, to about eleven dollars
and fifty cents on a family, consisting of two adults and two children ;
of this amount it is supposed that nine dollars is paid in labour, one in
produce, and one dollar and fifty cepts in money.

The real: revenuve of the government falls far short of this, not
afounting to more than fifty thousand dollars annually, when, accord-
ing to the above data, it ought to be more than three hundred thousand
dollars. ‘

Thus there-appears to be a defect in the system, which is well known
to the king and chiefs. Mr, Richards believes that it is owing to- the
want of a circulating medium, and the receiving those kinds of articles
that’kre not available in the market for cash. The fifty thousand dol-
lars goes to the petty chiefs and to the payment of rents, &c., leaving
only about fourteen thousand dollars as the actual income of His Ma-
jesty Kamehameha IIL

There are many persons who are excused from paying taxes. Thus,
all fathers who have three children whom they support, are fregd from
the labour-tgx.

If a man has four children, heis then freed {from labour-taxes both to
the king and his landlord.

If he has five, be is freed from the poll-tax.

If six, he is freed from all taxation whatever. _

- All old persons, and all who are sickly and feeble, all taacham ot'
schools and pupils in schools where the higher branches are taught, are
exempt from taxation, unless the pupils are landholders, when they pay
the land-tax.

The statistics of crime which they have are of no value, for they
have kept no. remrmd. I understood that some of the chiefs
had kept rec s of the sentences that had been passed; but they
were so vagy m@mdefeﬁuve. y,{obeunwmof

conﬁdenc-!\- o
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Al Wnu have usually been punished with death. _This waﬁd

howes vious to 1824. The executions were more hkmma-

tions ﬂun judicial punishmants. Formerly among a _chiels retinue

were executioners, called ili-muku, to whom the business of punhhmg

capitally was committed. These persons became well knownto the,
people, and as no trials or any sentences were promulgated, ever WM' .
these men abroad created general consternation, as: thepe:

not where the blow was to fall, and all those wm consc}om, of
having committed any offence against the king consideret themselves:
in ;,rcal peril. The \:cums were usuall_',' ata ked in e night

fear entertained of the king's authorit ,daat.aven @p executioners
were discovered, the nearest friends did not dhre to  give mrumg. or
assist in resisting them.

Those who had violated the religious taboos were .nizad, aezﬂpr
secrefly 6r open, by the officers of the priests, and cairied to the
temple, where they were stoned, strangled, or beaten to deuth with
clubs, and then laid on the altar to putrefy. These constituted the
great majority of executions in former times ; some indeed, were by
arder of the chiefs, and in conformity to their rules of avénging private

A Mchhf, Kanihouni, was sentenced by Kamehameha to be put
to death. © As he was possessed of great power and influence, many
precautions were taken to quell any rebellion that might ame from the
attempt. He was executed in the following manner. The lahqm
a number of soldiers to be armed, who were Mm&hﬁh& M@‘l
qu house; he then sent a silver coin to Pitt noki ..

Jeard of the crime committed b}KanIhodn. nediately un-
derstood the secret signal. e at once repaired to lbq;hng hqym,
where he received his orders, and several of the high chiefs were ahq;
ordered to aid him in the execution. e o

Kamehameha 1. was greatly importuned to grant a M% .
Kmhoum, for all the higher chiefs were his Telations ;. bui.he m

vand finally threatened them, if his orders were not carrie
into eﬁeei,vhe wonld cause some of lhqm mb&mm instea

dzﬁm chiefs, ﬁndmg that entreaty was s el
house of Kanihouni, and put him to deal
A rope being put. around his neck, and
- thmggh the ogpoma sides of the house
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nuﬁ'eﬂyinthe night became a common form of execution. !II. last
instance of this occurred in 1822, :

The king sent an ili-muku in the night, who found the criminal
fast lﬂnp h:s wife by his side; snd it is umd that thnih-mnlm genl!y

In 1824, :': * "t Hawaii was gmlty of high treason in at-

tempting to q.mﬁwm (in which he was serving) to the rebels.
By the ord : o'ku. ha was taken oft board a vemel, under 4

n deck, stabbed d, and ﬂmrwu overboard. Thu is said to have
been the last ﬁid:mept in the form of assassination. Since then,
- capital offences have been regularly tried by jury, and executions have

been by hanging, of which the first instance was in 1826.
The whole number of executions for murder since 1826, have been

as follows: *
DERREE . ™. . aleva 3
MRS . s eeahemn L1
— Y.~
S s (RSP - | | p

Besides another murder on Hawaii, in which the culpnt’commm'ed
suicide ; thus averaging one a year in the whole group, besides two
_ oawmfma.ndadghter
" The mythology of the Hawaiians is extensive and complicated ; but
their gods are fast being forgotten, and few are willing to spend much
time in attendmg to them. Little information on this subject & to e
derived fron®any one with whom I had an opportunity of conversing.
What is known is contained in published accounts.
,- : ,,T;nd.mam were extremely numerous, and many have been already
 published in the Hawaiian Spectator.
~ 'The Hawaiians appear 1o have but little knowledge of astronomy.
0| p!li, who died a short time before our arrival, was accounted one
‘of their most skilful astrologers. They had some knowledge of the
plinats mth ﬁve of wh:ch they were acquainted, viz.: Mercury
 (Ka olo), Jupiter (Hoomanalonala), Mars (Holo-
). There was a class of persons whose
J ‘-d’@ stars, and who from prac-
rs of many celestial phenomm

0 ho“" of :l'wht w‘h' as oqr— ' :
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rectly as they did the hour of the day by the sun. This remark applies
more particularly to the fishermen and those who were employed during

the night. e -
It was by the particular position of the planets (or "wam'lenng
stam") in relalmn to certain ﬁxed ones, that the;r sodthsayers grounded

prises. P S 5 :
The contiguity of the planets to. ?{ﬂfn -__‘-"-; tars and constella-

tions, some of which Had nam ld he spe death of

chief. The goddess of vulcanoen 2!

course with the travelling stars, ani

oftentimes preclmled '

much of their attention, and was often a subject of Mﬂsmn among
their astrologers. ‘Ihese they designated as the reglﬂa,‘l I.ttuelhng
stars, the planets were the wandering ones. ;

Of the true motions, they had no knowledge whatem The:t hwl.
chronologisis measured time by means both of the moon and ﬁmd
stars, The year was divided into twelve months, and each mont!\,mto
Qays. They harl a distinct name for- eaah pf‘the days of the
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‘The names of .the months were not the same at all the islands, but
those of the days were. '

On the island of Hawaii, to each month was assigned a particular
business, as follows:

Tku mm zmuummw- ; >
,..._‘9, Wailehu, annunl foast, and pay taxes.
10, Makalil, idols carried around the island ; demanding taxes,
* 11 Knelo (Jannary), offerings for the dead; catch boneta,
12. Kaalag, fishing boneta.
‘Farming was carried on at all seasons of the year. *
+Jt is ot a little singular that two islands so closely in the vicinity of
each other as Hawaii and Maui, both speaking the same language,
should have had. their monthly calendar varying nearly two months.

With regayd tq the da.ys, they commenced numbering them on the
first day the new moon is seen in the west.

This made it necessary for them to correct their reckoning eval‘y
two or three months, and reduce their year to twelve lunations in-
stead of three hundred and sixty-five days. The difference between
the sidereal and lunar year they are said to have discovered, and to
have eou'ected their reckoning by the stars, for which reason in practice
ﬂﬁr years varied, some containing twelve and others thirteen lunations.

They likewise applied corrections to their months, giving them
'tﬁen!y-nim"‘bd thirty days. Although this caused many bfeaks™n
their system; yet their chronologists cotld always tell the name of the

day and month on which any great event had occurred ; and it is easy
toreduuu‘ their time to ours, except when the change of the moon
hkes place about the middle of our calendar months, when there is
- Babi!ity to a mistake of a whole month. Another error is apt to

r'in the uncertainty of the day when the moon is discovered in
w&sf. It may readily be conceived that their own method did
mi hoemcy. as they had to rely antlrel; npon their

" ‘- hn an attack on the sun and moon, by the

1. wi hMﬁmM mmmmmmm
qulhvlrhllﬂ.' P
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They thought that much of their success de; '.‘Ih-%.#kmg in
unison with.the heavenly bodies; yet, as I before said, they had not the
glightest notion of the most stmple astronomical calculation.

The first little book published that contained some of the true prin-
ciples of astronomy, awakened their sufprise very much; and the
almanac published afterwards by the mission, the phases
of the moon, eclipses, tides, &c., excited. ing,thew inte:qut,nﬂl
as was natural, raised the missionaries very muc their estimation.

They were very slow<in adopting-the 1dea.""-- ) !

theory, as be himself was aware that i o
he had observed that the beach was ahmosf si )

There is proof, however, of their’ connecting the action of the tide
with the moon, and from her p.ppearanue they wmﬂhb«lq tell the
state of the tides.

In their navigation they never, if they could avoid ity ﬂleeGQd
themselves 10 get out of sight of land, and were never.so except by
accident. When they found this to be the case, they made usec of the
avytly bodies, if visible; and being accurate observers of the wea-

x!mosphmr:. changes, they were enabled to find their way
I}ulg, ; for the various changes of weather about the Hawaiian -
Islands, and the appearance these changes brought about in the. dol;h
over and in the vicinity of the land, aflorded them a sure ;ulth-
From all accounts, it is supposed that but few persons ‘have been
lost, by being driven or sailing off (through mistake) from the land.
Many disasters, however, have arisen, from the frailty and smallness
MW althoughlheirgoodmmpmemoﬂmgmmm'
verbial, ularly in the surf. Of late, and since they have pos-
sessed on vessels, they have lost much of their skill. These
vessels they manage after their own way, and althongh many have
been lost by wreck on the islands, I did not hear of any hdving beers
blown off. Some amusing anecdotes were told me of their nag,hganm;

and ma.hdq to keep awake during the night. - o
y are quite. fearless on the water ; allimm,mm '
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ho was married to Kaiha, a female chief, was
going to ‘ﬂnﬂ?hwmg on board many passengers, on getting into
the straits between Maui and Hawaii th® schooner foundered, and all
on beard, forty-five in number, were obliged to tuke to swimming for
safety. Thompson could swim but little, but his wife was quite expert
in'the art; she promptly came to his aid, placed him on an oar, and
swim for the shore. The accident occurred on Sunday about noon,
when she with many others began to swim for the nearest land, which
was Kahooladve. She continued to support het husband until Monday
rnm‘mng,'wﬁm he died from exhaustion, and she did not succeed in
reaching the shore until that afternoon. She clung to him to the last,
at the“imminent risk gf her own life, and was thirty hours in the
water; she was met by some fishermen on landing, who took charge
of, and broaght her back to Maui.

I have also been told that there are many instances of such deep
attachment *among the' Hawaiians, and that in former times widows
. anil widowers have been known to commit suicide, or pine away with

grief at the loss of their partners. Similar evidences of affection and
attachment were also exhibited between parents and children.

‘Notwithstanding® the instances of this kind, I must say from. my
own observation, that I should not be inclined to believe there is much
natural aflection n'mong them ; nor is there apparently any domestic
happiness. Thus, it is not an unusual thing for a husband to tell you
he has whipped his wife, because she has eaten up all his poe and fish.
Formerly their laws of taboo were calculated to produce any thing
but a kindly feeling towards the female sex; nor is it contended that
they were of much if any consequence, if they were not of the highest
class. These, as has already been mentioned, have great mﬂumol'

_over the actssof government.

‘At the time of the advent of the missionaries, marriage was hardly
known ‘among them, and all the rules they observed, in relation to
sexual intercourse, were a few regulating the extent of their licentious-

~ness. From tradition, however, it i believed that the marriage tie

m more regarded prior to the discovery of the island than since.

‘good evidence that this tie produced no greater happiness, or

w WW& ot look to it as a source of happiness, when it is

founc thltmnf their songs, elegies, or other poetic effusions, have
vy allusion tc iq nor are there any terms in the ianguage toppress

aed 4o .._“_m :

ﬂm guup generally show very little attachment to
’ui‘ females ‘are unwilling to be burdened

and, whenever it'is possible, commit them
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to. others to nurse. Although 1 observed thisdf -
told that, since the institution of marriage, a change for th
taken place; but all admit that this has not been to any graat extent.

There are certainly instances in which many members of a family
are united and live in harmony, and 1 can readily believe that the wish
to have families is daily increasing, as the laws now protect and hold
out inducements to those who have large ones. For these laws the
natives are indebted to the missionaries; who have certainly effected
this desired change. This change will do more toimpfove the cha-
racter of this people than any other circumstance; and, by care and
watchfulness over the wants and pleasures of the rising generation, the
parents will lose some of that selfishness, which is now so predominant
a characteristic, that a very short time spent among gm suffices to
show its general prevalence,

According to the missionaries and residents, a native is content if he
ean obtain a little poe and fish, and regarda nothing beyond. This,
however, according to my experience, is rating them too low; and
prohahly proceeds from their unwillingness to be taught, or become
passive to the will of the missionaries, or fo exert themselves as much
agthose doing business for money, and seeking fof profit out of their
labour, desire, ‘Thus, with different ends in view, they arrive at the
same conclusion. In regard to the energies of the natives, as far as
my own observations extended, they are always willing to work for a
reasonable compensation ; and it is not remarkable that they should
prefer their own ease to toiling for what they consider, in the one case,
unnecessary, and, in the other, for an inadequate reward.

Having little motive for industry, they expend their physical ener-
«&ies in various athletic sports. A favourite amusement of the chiefs
was sliding down hill on a long narrow sled: this was called holua; it
‘was not unlike our boys’ play, when we have snow. The sled was
‘made to slide on one runner, and the chiefs prostrated themselves on
it. For this sport they had a trench dug from the top of a steep hill
and down its sides, to a great distance over the adjoining plain. This
being made quite smooth, and having dry grass laid on it, they were

ted with great velocity down it, and, it is said, were ;
~ garried 2 half, and sometimes a whole mile. -Diamond Hill and the
plain of Waikiki was one of these localities for this pastime. .~
- Playing in the surf was another of their amusements, and is still
much practised. It is a beautiful sight to see them coming in on Qﬂ'
top of a heavy roller, borne along with increasing rapidity antil t
suddenly disappear. What we should look npon as the ‘most dunges
‘ous surf, is that they most delight in. The surf-board which m

*
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is lbmwm and eighteen inches wide, made of some light
wood. * After they have passed within the surf, they are seen buffeting

the waves, to regain the outside, whence they again take their course,

with almost the speed of an aerial flight. They play for hours in this

my,mrﬂ%toﬁroamdﬁmhmehm:ﬂwwam happy, is
while he is gambolling and frolicking in the surf. I have stood for
hours watching their aport with great mtereat, and, 1 mm lay, with
no little envy. '

Next in interest to the foregomg Musemehts, were !heu- ‘dances,
Some of these consisted, as among the other islanders, in gesture to a
monotonous song, whose lascivious meaning was easily interpreted.
Many persons were engaged in these dances, of which some are said
to have been graceful ; but if so, the people must have sadly changed
since their first intercourse with the whites.

. Their music consisted of dramming on various hollow vessels, cala-

baghes, &c but the instrument most used by those who could afford

one, was a piece of shark’s skin, drawn tight over a hollow log. «

*Since the introduction of Christianity, these amusements have been

interdicted ; for, although the missionaries were somewhat averse to
destroying those of"an innocent character, yet, such was the proneness
of all to indulge in lascivious thoughts and actions, that it was deemed
by them necessary to put a stop to the whole, in order to root out the
licentiousness that pervaded the land. They therefore discourage any
kind of nocturnal assemblies, as they are well satisfied that it would
take but little to revive these immoral propensities with more force than
ever. The watchfulness of the government, police, and missionaries,
is-constantly required to enforce the due observance of the laws.

- The principal games now in vogue among them, are cards, of svhicie
as they minimer to their love of gambling, they are passionately fond,
and often indulge in.

They had likewise the amusement of see-saw, which has not yet
gone quite out of fashion, and is performed in a manner somewhat

different from ours. A forked post is placed in the ground ; on this a
long pole is placed, which admits several on each side. After two or
three ups und downs, they try which shall give the opposite party a
umble. This is, at times, adroitly done, and down they all fall, to the

_ infinite amusement both of their adversaries and the bystanders, who

'ﬂdnlp‘il-hld laughter and merriment at the expense of these who

k) }u\wwm They are particularly ungallant, in ﬂus

o their female associates. s

prachice nf medicine was not known in ancient times; lh!y

 physicians ‘mﬂrﬂw only medical treatment, if such it may

Dy
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be called, wais, when they had caten too heartily of f60d, to drink sea-
water rge quantities, to produce a cathartic e They used the

loomi-loomi, or hueadmg the flesh with the hands, in cases of ftigue,
over-eating, and pains ; and this is yet quite general.

The practice of medicine is said to have taken its rise in the reign
of Atapai, the predecemr of Kalaiopua, who was king when Cook
visited the islands: since that time there has been a distinct class in
this employment. An epidemic, which prevailed extensively, is said
to have been the ongm of this class, and their number was greatly
increased afterwards, in the reign of Kamehameha I.; and afler this
they were to be found in great numbers, furnished with a variety of

nostrums. s

STONE QUOITS, PESTLE, AND MAIKA.
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CHAPTER TI.

.
KAUAL AND OAHU

L. Vi B0, . Lo Shaes

5mmr in Honolulu isa ga!a day, and aﬂll mm m‘“ both sexeés
devote themselves to amusement. Towards the aflernioon, the; they may
be seen wendmg lhelr way towards the east end of the town, in évery
variety of costume, and borne along in every possible manner. 'All who
- haye health enough must engage in this day’s sport; and every horse is
in requisition. The national taste, if | may so speak, is riding horses;
and the more break-neck and furious the animal is, the better. Nicety
of equipment is not thought. of : any thing answers for a saddle and
bridle, and as for stirrups, they are consideréd quite’unnecessary. By
four. o’clock the crowd is well collected; and feats of horsemanship are
practised, consisting generally in these involuntary tumblings that
inexpert riders are wont o ia'ldulge in. . The great gathering i® on the
eastern plaiw the road to which is well covered with dust. The whole
_looka, ‘when the erowd has possession of it, not unlike a rag fair, the
- predominant: colour being. yellow. They are generally well behaved,
and the only sufferers.are the -poer horses, who' are kept running, not
races only, but for the amusement of the riders, whose. great delight is
to ride at full speed. At times there are races, in which case the
: w is increased by the addition of the foreigners, many of whom
arein-a state of intoxication. - The uproar is proportionably great;
- and ‘the natives are less conspicuous, their places being occupied by
mwhoaq morals-and enjoyments are far from being as innocent.
~ When his majesty and suite are present, much more order and- decorum
pbserved, and the whale affords a pleasing and amusing sight. "The
- Teturning 'hudodhythehngaml-hlspanyaﬂwwhomﬂsw
the erowd in a scmewhat uproarious style ; those on horses lllhm
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nately mixed, racing and hallooing ; the fair riders being borne along,
amidst elouds of dust so thick, that were it not for the rustling of flow-
ing silks and tapas, one would be at a loss 1o know their sex. By the
evening, all is again quiet, und the streets are nearly deserted.

Sunday is ushered in with a decorum and quietness that would
satis(y the most scrupulous Puritan. | have often had occasion to
speak of the strict observance of the Sabbath among the Polynesian
islands; and this strictness is no less remarkable here. Such is the
force of example, that even the least orderly of the fo‘reigners are
prevented from indulging in any excesses; which, considering the
worthless population the town of Honolulu contains, is a proof of the
excellence of the police regulations, and the wgtchfulness of the guar-
dians of the law.

There are several congregations of natives, some of which consist
of two thousand persons, all decently clad, exceedingly well bebaved,
and attentive. The Rev. Mr. Armstrong officiates in®the oldest
church, which is at the east end of the town. It is a long grass
building, calculated to accommodate a very large number of persons:
the pulpit, or desk, is in the middle of one of the sides. Service is
held twice a day. The Rev. Mr. Smith has also a large church,
situated at the west end of the town.

There is a very large church in progress of building, of <coral,
taken from the reef, which will be capable of containing a econgrega-
tion of two thousand people. The funds for its erection are provided
by the government; Dr. Judd, of the mission, has the geveral super-
intendence of its construction; and it is entirely the work of natives,
It makes a good appearance, though I cannot say much for its archi-
tectura® taste and beauty. It has a small steeple, sufficient o contain
a clock and bell. “

There are several schools under the superintendence of the mis-
sionaries, besides the school for the chiefs, before spoken of, and a
charity school for half-breeds. I attended their examinations; and
the natives performed better than I anticipated. At an examination
in the old church, there were seven hundred children, and as many
more parents. The attraction that drew together such numbers, was
a feast, which I understood was given annually. The scholars had
banners, with various mottoes, in Hawaiian, (which were translated to
me;) as emblematical of purity, good conduct, steadfast in faith, &c.
it was as pleasing a sight as the Sunday-school exhibitions at home;
and it gave Captain Hudson and myself great pleasure, at the request
of the missionaries, to say a few words dWh em.
MMW were over, the scholars formed a pro
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walked to Mr ‘chureh, the childrenof the governor and chiefs
heading the- I was invited i) due form 1o the feast, and

as it was a place where I anticipated some display of the nauve
character, I made a pomlof ing. On my arrival at the church |
found nevaraiulg;u set.out, the accommodation of the chiefs,
furnished as we see fora 4th of Jﬂi*luneh at home, with hams, tur-
keys, chickens, pies, &e. !B:ecommon people’s mm their
poe and raw fish on the floor.

On arriving at the church, the governor became md.slarof eeremo-

nies, and ‘with his numerous aids endeavoured to direct the throng;
but ﬂlvgﬂa‘ too eager to get the most convenient seats to heed his
commands, and the upgoar was great. Some stopped short of their
allotted place, and the church soon became a human hive. The
governor did his utmost to maintain order and silence, but his voice
was not hen'd for in, such a moment the anxiety he was under to
haye thing:condmmdmth good order, caused him for a time to lose
sight of his usual urbanity and decorum of behaviour. He in fact
showed that a ljttle of the unbridled ferocity of former times was
still within him, which moved him repeatedly to use his fist, and that
too upon the fair séx, tambling them over amid calabashes of poe, raw
fish, &ec., but with little injury to the individuals. Order was at last
restored for a few minutes, during which grace was said by the Rev.
Mr. Smith; which being ended, the clatter of tongues, clashing of
teeth, and smacking of lips began. It was a joyous sight to see fifieen
hundred human beings so happy and gratified by this molasses feast:
poe and raw fish were the only additions. The latter are every-day
food, so that the molasses constituted the special treat. So greatis the
fondness of the natives for it, that I was told many are.induced%o send
their children to school, merely to entitle them to be present at this

feast. Tt was not a little amuungwsaethewmﬁﬂfam without, con-

trasted with the joyous and happy ones within; in one place might be
seen a sturdy native biting a piece from a raw fish, and near him ano.
ther sucking the poe off his fingers, with much grace and sleight of
hand. The molasses was either drank with water or sucked from the
, ers. [ thought that selfishness predominated among the crowd ; the
~ parents and children did not entirely harmonize as to the share that

was due to each, and none seemed fully satisfied. Of the molasses
mw-'bu;aﬂ things considered, the feast went






