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Our gentlemen made Glcunions to ilia craler, and desecndod into it. 
The break to the nonh appears to ba.,. booa oocftllioned by the violence 
of voleonie action within. 'fheredoea not appear a~ny lruc lava stream 
on the north, but there fa • clcl\ 01' valtey which hat a .lC<lp deICent : 
here the 8I')il wa. found to be of. 'POngy nature, and many interesting 
plliDt. were fouod, among the most remarkable of which was the 
arborescent Geranium. 

The floor of tho crater, in the north bra.nch, is extremely rough and 
about two milel Wide at thc apex, which extends to the sea. In the 
ravine. there is much compact argillaceous rock, limilflr to what had 
been o~rved on Mauna Ken, retaining, like it, pools of water. The 
rock, in ge'ncral, wall mueh le81 abaorbenL than on the mounlains of 
Hawaii. 

Mr. Drayton made an accurate drawing or plan of the crater. the 
distances 00 which are estibated, but the many cross bearings ICrve 
to make ils relative proportioll! correct. Perhaps the best idea that 
can be gi\'eo of the 6ite of this cavity, is by the lime requisite to make 
n descent inlo it ooing one bour, although the depth is only two thou­
sand feet. The distanee from thq middle to either opening was up­
wards of five miles; that to the CDllward ·.\'os filled with a lioe of hills 
of IcoriD, some of them five or s.ix hundred feet high i under tl)Qm Willi 

lying :l lava stream, Ihat, to appearance, was nearly horizonla~ 1I0 
gra(.h131 was ils fall. The eastern openiog takes a short turn to the 
southeallt. and then descends rnpidly 10 the C()08t. 

At the bouom were found beds of hard gravel, nnd among it what 
appeared to te carbonato of lime, and detached black crystals like 
augite. but chrysolitc Wl'IS absent. 

From the summit of the mountain the direction of tho lava stream 
could be perceived. nppcaring, as it approached the lICa, to. utsUmo 
more the shape oj a delta. . • 

From the lummit tho whole cleft or craler i. seen, and could be 
traced from the highelt point botween the two coull, 80wing both to 
the northward and eutward. Volcanic -action teeml also \0 have 
occurred on the IOl,IthwC5l side, for 0 line of scoria hills extend. all the 
way down the mountain, and a Ina IIlnmm is S!id to be,'o bUn' forth 
about a century ago. which still retains its freshoo!ls. Tho scoria hills 
on the top very much TClCmblc those of Mauna Xea, but the mounta.in 
itlclf appean wholly unlike either of 1 two in Hawaii, and sinks 
into Uuigoificance whon comparod with ~lem. 

AJtboup I!aII" mentioned lava ,troam, on this moulltain, yet they 
are DOl to N anderstood as compolled of true lavil, ns on Nnuna Loa; 
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none of the InTtor were.. seen except that spoken of on the IOlAtnwcl\ 
.-ide, and none Olher is belteved to exill. No pumice or ca pillary 
glas8 was al any li me SCcr'\, nor aro they known to etisf on this islaad. 
On tho wa ll of tho crater, in places, the compa. wal 80 muc h nlfoclOd 
by Weal nttmct ion ns to become uselus$. 

Near the summit is 3. s noll cave, where Ihey obseTvcd the silk-worm 
eggs or Mr. Richards, which wore kept here in order to prevent them 
from hatching at an impropor season. The thermometer in the eave 
, Iood at 44" ; the temper:lIure at the highest point w/}t 86°, alld in the 
crater 71", After throe ~oylJ' 5lny, the party reTurned 10 the e3tablish· 
men! or Messrs. LAne and Minor, and thence to 'Vailuko. The1 
were much grntified w ith their lour. 

On their r elurn 10 Lahaina, Dr. Pickering and Mr. Brackenridge 
took the routo through the Wailuku Pass, as it is called, which with 
it!! rocky peaks shooting upward!! several hundred fcot diroctly above 
them, remmded them of the deep gorge!! of Madeira. &me fine 
J:>lnnts were collected. nnd une~pcctedly Bmong the most conspicuousl 
was 8 wOOdy Lobelia, which gnv8 its chnra~ter to the vegetal ion. 
'The route did not prove so much shorter as was anlicipntcd. owing to 
the oblique direction of the valloy. 

Il moy DQW perhaps be as well to stly a fow words respoctiDg the 
operation of foreign opi nions upon thc. nntivcs. who nrc morc prone to 
lake 'knowledge and advice from the book, thnl orc circulated among 
them. than !!rangers are inclined to believe. Their gumMing propen· 
.l! ities nppcar to hnve been vcryAlifficlIlt 10 overcome; yet, from the 
simplo .I!Onlonce .. Do not gamble" having been printed io the 8m 
Looks circulated among them, that expression ha l! I)ccome almo&l 
proverbial, Bud many ha,'c- in conte<]uenr"e been restrained from in· 
dlllgingl.Jn gaming 10 eJ:('ess, while lOme b!lve obaodoned the practice 
oltogetheT. 

From the inquiries I made on the subject of tteir vicetl. J ftm 
sntisficd lhltt these hAVe been much o,-ernted by both reeiclentl Ind 
misfionaries. and 1 fully believe thal. these oetivel are I. IUtaeptlble 
of correct impreMions os any Qther people. 

They oppeared to me to be wanting in that Dational pride which wn 
found 8 prcdominnnt' trait in Ibe groUf* "'e had previooaly..mted. 
They speak lClis of their country than other PolynetiaDt; but Mr. 
Richnrds nnd Dr. Judd both assured me that lhey feb. cert.m degNe 
of pride in their rc!Opcctive islands. As ao inltaoce of ttda. It we 
fll'lted 10 me that the g"vemmcnt proposing 10 ma. the Wu4 nf 
Knhoolnwo a plnce for ('.cOVlCls. wished to indnce the peapIi f1114M 
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island ~ quit it i but 00 persuasion could prevail on (hem (0 do so; 
and it is said lIaat this feeliog has exjsted to sueh an exlent there, that 
the young women have refused to marry. nnles! under a pledge that 
they shall 1101 be require(} to remove. The people of Hawaii consider 
themselves superior to Lhoso of the olher islands; next to them rank 
the natives of Maui nnd Oahu, while Kaua i is looked upon as the mo.1 
inferior. 11 wal likewise mentioned that some indhoiduals have come 
forward to ask to exchango plots that had been assigned to them. for 
thole on which their fathers had re"ided, or where they were born. 

I WIlS much afnuscd to hear that wben 000 of the teachers of the 
seminary gave out to the class as a theme," Whetl,ler it was right for 
parents to givG away their children," all belonging to it took the affir­
mative side! It is nol to be supposed that their reasons were very 
Itrong. but it W a! said the principal one urged was the difficulty of 
travelling with them, aod procuring food; this practice having pre· 
vailed from ti me immemorial, they no doubt endeavoured 10 find 
reUODS to justify it. 

In tho opinion of a native, the most distant relationship or eon­
ne;r.ion. justifies him in elllling on and receiving entertainment. They 
not only consider that they have It right to partake of Lhe hospi laliry, 
but speak of it us a great convenience i so Ihut in chOOSing a wife or­
husband, one who has many relation. i! a more desirable maleh on 
this account than one who has few. Thi! custom also causes more 
intercourse between the islands than would otherwise take placo, and 
Lheir Iman vessels seldom pall from one to the other. without OOiog 
well filled with passcns~rs. ' 

Among the visits I paid nl L ahaina. was one to the rogent Kehu_ 
luohi, who receives visiters during certain houn of tho day. She lives 
in a grass.hut ncar the water, and has so\'ernl chiefs in attendance on 
her:.sho appears .to be a good-natured and contented pcrson,"-nd bas 
adopted lome fotoign euslom, in her wily of living. She is nol spoken 
of as being equal to her sisler, Kaahumanu or Kinou. 

Il hal been mentioned, Ihlll on our passage from Hilo we had not 
found the shoal said to exist 01T Kahoolawe. Rcceivi ng authentic 
information that it really existed. I determined to send two 00011. 
under the command of Lieutenant Budd Rndo Passed Midshipman 
!by. to lOOk for and examine it. The king, learning my intentions, 
volunteered. 10 MOO bis yacht along with them. The yacht and boats 
~ out OD mil expedjtiOD. on the J71h of March. with a pilot who 
bow the,...,...t. 

00 &he .uno da, we took leave of our kind fr.iends. Rnd at noon gPI 
\'1'1. IV. 33 
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under '",. aDd stood fOl' Kaboolawe, 110 pick up lhe ......... u.. 
tenant Budd. Owing to the ligbl wind, we did. OOC _Geld ill reacIt~ 
iog tho point lilliate, where we found the kin!'. tchOODel' and the lWO 
boo Is about to enler upon the enman.tion. We. therefore, 10 ..... 
aU the boats and sent them to _reb for the .boa!. It .... IIOOn fouocI. 
and proved to be much nearer the ""Point of the isl.ad chan wu utiat­
pet.ed. It lics a mile and a half off the point. and bu one uci • W 
fathoms of water on it. We fixed bearings, by DOting wmob, it may 
be uoided. VCSiCl, may pll.B!I within two mHes of Ihe poln\ wich 
safely; but as it is difficult to estimate the distance, i'i will be becter to 
paD tho point 11.1 thrcc ~mi1es distance, tll nothing is lo.l by ao doing. 
It- i. remarko.ble. that this is the only shoal around the Hawaiian 
Islands that is hidden from tho navigator; Ilnd eveD this illituated eo 
ncar the land that it can scarcely be deemed dangerous. 

At nine O'clock, we took up tho boats and bore .w.y for Oahu. 
rauing to the iOulhward of Lanai, though at the diJtance of twealy 
milet. we (elt the effects of its highlands upon the wind .. 

Lanai i. a dome-shaped islnnd, and appellrll to have been frequontly 
rell~ large fissures being apparent on ita sides. It il exclusively of 
volcanic formation. 

'I'he fish of these islands are numerous i and to Mr. Richanb and 
Dr. Baldwin, this depurtment ot the natural history of tbe Espedition 
is much indebted. Dr. Pickering remarks, that the nafivee appear to 
be much better acquainted with the fish of their waters, than are tho 
inhabitants of any civilized port we have visited. A number of new 
species were obtained j for which I refer to the report 60 the iebtby· 
ology of the cruise. 

At Lahaina, bnthing and frolicking in the IUrf are more practlled 
thun in any other plnco in tJ1Me i,lands. The inhabitant. take great 
delight [0 it; and it is said that the king "bimeelf i. ext.remely fOod 
of it. 0 

The tide at Lahaina i. irreg ular, being somewhat dependent on the 
winds: It runa to tho oorthwest generally .nne. boars out fA the 
twenty-four. 

During our stay bere on the 14th, a alight shock or Ul eutbqdIb 
was experienced. • 

Aftcr ,..sing Lanai, I hauled up (or MoJobJ, JIdeDdm" ., the a.,. 
wei far adYaoc:ed, to lio under the lee of that ,.Janel fOr tIMf atpL 
Molokai i. about f011y miles long and nine mil. ia width,; "Obe6ir4 
of the Waad, towardl the western end, i. a barren ........ d ' ptl. 
ble of ealUvatioD. e:aeepl io the rainy 1I8UOb; it hal iD co .... .... 
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Cew i .... • ... ., "ho are engapel mostly in tWaing. The eastern two-­

third. are"'" one eotire mountain, rising gradually from the lOuth, 
1JD.tll it attaiDi aa elevatioD of two thousand 6ve hundrod; while on the 
aorth, it is almost perpendicular. 

On the south side, it has n narrow Itrip of land, not exceeding one­
b:Irtb of It. mile in width, the soil of which is very rich, and which 
00DtaiH the greater pnrt of the population. Owing to the want of 
moi.wre, however, few plants will thri"e even here; resort is therefore 
bad to the uplands. which arc found to be suseeptible of the highell 
degree of cultiv:tion. 

The amount of arable land. or that susceptible of cultivation. is 
believed by the missionaries to be one-fourth; but J should be inclined 
to reduce it to one-cighth. from the report of others and my OWIl 

obaervationL Only aoout one-tenth of this is cultivated. 
The population of the island WIlS reported IlS five thousand, in 1840; 

eight years prior, io 1832, it was six thousand: during this time, nve 
hundred marriages took place. The data has shown, that the births 
much exceed the deatbs; and the decrease is attributed to emigration. 
which hal been going on for some time. The inhabitanta are all poor, 
and their panor, the Rev. Mr. Hitchcock, nsserts, that there are not 
ten individuals on the island who h8\'e comfortable clothiug and suffi­
c ient food; and he adds, that there has been no improvement in their 
dwellings for the last ten years. 

The sehools on this island are liule more than a name. for tbey have 
peilher regular teachers nor school-hOUSel!. One thollsand scholars are 
said to be eltlbodied in them. 

The island has been occupied u a missionary station since 1832, 
and the church contains about three hundred members. 

Some efforts are making to introduce the cultivation of cotton lutd 
IlUgar. All other articlC!!l tiro in want of a market ; and the d&tanceof 
Lah.ina (about' eighteen miles) is found too grellt, and the voyage 
thitber too uncertain, to derive benefit from it. 

There are several small harbours within the reef, on the touth sido. 
III Kalua.ba. the missionary station, which are capable of affording 
lbelter for veue1. of from lixty to eighty tons. 

11MI formation of Molokai is similar to thll'l or the other islands. 
CoraJ rock .... reported to exist on one of the high bills. Some of tile 
....... 5Mmd on the kluth side of Maui. at a considerable elevation, 
epectna.a. of wbich were presented to the Expedition. 

Oa __ 18tb, .. anchored off Honolulu, at an early hour. although 
JoG late to en.-. The appearance of the island wall much more fertile, 
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noW that the winter had pasl8d. Tbere being DO ..... (rom borne. 
",all a disappointment to UI nil. We were agam W'lrmly welc 
by our friend. and countrymen. 

On the 18th, we ,,'ent in ond anchored in the ouler barbour. 
lhe 2&1, we were employed geuing olf our stores. &0 .• aDd lauer 
day I was gr:lIified " ' ilh the arri".l of the Porpoise, and wa' lJ)uoh 
pleased to find them nil well. 

IMT/VI IIOIJ&!:, ."1)', 
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f'OUOlU IMliJl1'1I0)l OA,tU_I'ASUI:;.J. aOOlllCUEZ_WAtJ.£.a'l!l I@LAN'C-~II\SUII­

AI'IA'l'lCA-U,I[I1.!f liILAND_I:lEA-GULL (lIlOUP_U!LAl'i1> OF BAIlO1.AY DC TOLLY_ 

WOLOONBkV-DEATH OF A KAWAK.\ _TAWEIlI1.E_ MAIlGARETB IBLAIIo"D_rotn 

CIlOlVNIJ or (WlaOlJ-ARCUASOEL-trr. ~A8LO-I/Io"'I::.\'!'EW WlTH THE NATlVEIJ­

RETURN TO AJlA'J'ICA_RY.lWLT8 01' Till: IIOR I";G_TIIP.oU' OF CORAL ISLAl'iDl!l ­

'rlD"'L OIll!!ERVA110NI'I- I NIiA BITAIIo"J'S Of' "RATICAo_CANOE I!I'OKEN_AR..RIVAI. AT 

'rAnTTI _ OO)IU'rIO QUAlI-UE1.8 Of' T llr. QGEE"'_M!:ETllliO OF TilE IH81'RJCT 1!C1fOOU! 

_ 'IIEf:TING OF TUt> AUXILLUII' SOCU:.'T'J'.II _ DlIITI!RDANUE Of' TilE ME.:rtNG_ 

f'f')1,I1,)F. or rAI'II?;1'I_ AMEJlICAN 1'0 \1 .1":11<':11. .\1' TAItITI_PORPOl!E 1.F.A\'P.iI TAUITI 

_ tlCL'T8 Tilt: TItAJlEI _!'LlNTS IBLAN II _ IIT'\' \'U'S 1i!1.""'0 _ I'ENlIIIVN'II IIH.AND-­

IIU.ANDUII-TIII:11l I.AN(ll1AGti- TIII:11l TUIlOUl.ESCF.-AI'I'RAIlANCE or 1'11£ WO.I'EN • 
_yr.:I.OOlTY 01' TilE IBLMmI::R8-TIiEIR ARMil-TII£IS CANOIlt-TIIEIIi TAI.EJrIT POI 

H,AIAN'GUlNG _ J,r£t1TI'l"l .\t.-r · OOMM,'ND,' NT IUSGOOL.D RI'SOL.V£II TO RF.TUJlN_ 

C)('IU:N'T8 AlIIO WISD!l_AIIU\'AI. AT 1I0S0LULU_U:8CI.'N or TUE CRUl8f:_ 

fOliPOlSE roUND TO 1"m::o III::PAIR-EFFflC1'8 or TilE I ~U·I.ACr. T'UMT\' - rRf:rA,· 
• • 

RATIONS rol u.:rAIll'JRF...-PROJ)UC'I'IONfI or TItE 1I.\WAIiMf rHlour_~ FI.oRA_ 

f't.llt.\TI: AND DlII£ASD. 
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CHAPTt;R VIII. 

l'AUMOTU GROUP AND PENR JJVN ISLAND. 

1840-1 84 1. 

ThE disposition that was intended to be made of the P-Orpoise during 
the winter montha, has been mentioned in a preceding chapter; an 
account of her proceedings in the prosecution of the duties assigned to 
her, will now be given. 

On the 15th of November, as has been before stated. she len Oahu. 
In addition to her crew, a number of Kllnnkns were sbipped for the 
purpoto of being employed, under lhe direction of an officer, on one 
of the coral islands, to bore through the coral rock. 

The 6nllhosl searched for was that of Manuel Rodriguez: its sup­
po8Od iocality,-in longitudo I!j3° 54' W., and latitude 10° 58' N., was 
pauod over, Dnd no iodicnlions whatever of it were seen. 

All tho K o.nnlas became wofully sell.sick, and wero lying about the 
deck for severnl days, heedless of e\·ery thing; nfter being out several 
days. and the scn becoming's.moolh, they tccruited. • 

On the 22d tMy had reached latitude 9- 13' N •• when they expe­
rienced heavy rQ.ins. with frequent and vivid lightning, :Iud constant 
gusts of wind. The OC.I,t and following days they saw mnny ~ird •• 
indicating a near approach to land. The easterly current wtLS C.lpe­

rienccd between the latitude of SO and S" N., inclining more to the 
oortbward of easl than further west. On the lit of December they 
paned to the eastward of W alker'. Island. On the 3d, they croaed 
the jinc, in longitude 1490 36' W.; and on the 4th. the Magntrtic 
Equator, in latitude 2" 8., nnd longitude 149" 10' W. They DOW had 
the wind from the cut, which was light, with calms. 

On the 11 th. they made the island of Manhii, of the Paumotu 
Group, and thortly aiter, that of Ahii. or Peacock Island: the ... me .... 

• 
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day they spoke tho whale-ship Naslau, of New Bedford, bound to 
Tahiti. 

On tbe 13th, they made the Rorick Chain. 
On th, 15m they reached Aratica. or Carl~hoff hland. on which 

Lieutenant-Commandant Ringgold hlld determined to land the party 
intended to experiment in boring, eonlilting of fifteen men, under 
Lieutenant Johnson, among whom were nine KaDaka! and three SCIt­

men, the Ilrmourer with his forge, and a carpenter. 
They had much rain with frequent squalls. Until they reached the 

latitude of S" N., the wind prevoiled from cast.no{ltheast; then from 
touth to east, with frequent intormissions of colma ; and from the 
parallel of S" N. to S" S., northeast winds were experienced; to the 
IJOUlhward of the laHer parallel. northwest and north winds. Lieu· 
tenant Johnson, agreeably to my orders, was put in charge of the 
party to conduct the experiments.-

I\y the tRlh, they had succeeded in completing all the arrangements, 
when the brig left them in successful operation, to pursue her cruise 
for thirty or forty daya to the windward part of tho group. 

Ou the 19th, they made Vjnceone'l and Raro.ka Islands. 
On the 20th, they made Saken hland, which proved low, with but a 

few trees on it: the grealer part of the island is a reef. 
The next day they were up with the three small islands 10 the IOUtb­

ward of Saken, wbich they had been directed to look for aod au"II)" 
Lieutenant~mmandant Ringgold found and 8un'eyed them. aDd do· 
signated the cluster as the Sea.Gull Group; while to the three i&Jands 
he gave the names of Passed Midshipman Reid and BacoD, and 
Quarter-l\fB.ster Clute. Reid Island proved to be inhabited. aDd. the 
brig wag boarded from it by two caoocs. These coa&ained four 
no.ti\'es, besides a toothless old man calling himself a milSlionary. who 
readilf- consented to remain for the night on board: he W8I quite 
tastefully and well covered wim tattooing, in cb~uered mark .... 
detcribed on our fonner visit to thia group. The olhen were Dot 
tattooed. The Tahitian. on boa.rd had no difficult,.. La uodonlaDding 
.hem. 

The Cllnoes were amall and wretched. being only about five feel 
IoaS .nd two feet wide. The aceouol these people gave of them­
.IYfII was. that tbey bad been rCliding on the island about II. year, 
•• had beeD I8ftt there in a Tahitian schooner. by order of the 
Queeu of Tahiti. for the purpoee of rai.ing food or productions useful ....... 

• • F. order .. ~ A~ X. 
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On the 22d, 5e\fcrat of lhe officers Ylsited the island. Its population 
consisted of [loout twcnty.fivc men, women • • nd children. among whom 
WR!! the daughter of lhe old chief. conaideroo by our officers IlS Ii very 
benuliful girl, whh fine figure, oxprC5Sivo countennnce, Rnd I ."g silky 
hair: she WitS sprightly, but t rcgrctlo say, wo,s covered with vermin. 
Tbe children wore fat and Chubby. 

Dip nnd intcnsity obscn'nt;ons were made here, nnd observations 
on shore fot limo and varinlion. 

'1,'he villnge co~'ti!ltcd of about six huts, which were extremely filthy 
and smell moro like lish·houscs than human hauitalions. All the 
inhabilnnts seembd. contented on this small and barreo isle, which they 
coiled Tuinaki. nod which is, in every point of view. one of the mOlll 
uninteresting of the group. The poor crCI'!Iures, in obedience to their 
directions , werc setting onl cocon-nut plantations, which were seen 
growing allover the i!lnnd: the trees were planted in pits a'boUlthrec 
foct deep, in order to afford them moisture. and to protect them from 
the winds. A small spring supplied the inhabitants with water. 

Licutenant.Commllndallt n.inggold, having finished all the necessary 
Observations. prococdad, on the 23d, in IICllreh of some islands to tilt! 
ea$twllJ'd, Oil the 26th they mado the island of RlIroin. or Barclay dc 
Tolly, lind pllSSCd close to it. The position assigned to it on the charts 
proved to be correct. 

On the 27th. they made Takllrca, or W'olconsky, with RIlroi8 in 
lIight lO die southward: there is a passage between them seven miles 
wide. The former, WQlconsky. is of an oblong shape., ten milcs in 
circumferencc· : ill north end is high nnd thickly wooded with cocoa­
nut groves and other trees: its eastern boundary is partly Q. submerged 
reef. There is no opening to its lagoon. It was found to be incor· 
reeOy placed on the charts.. • 

On tho 20th. o~e of the S.·uu! ..... ich lsla.nders died of a 8Ovcro attllck 
of dysentery, and in tho afternoon his body was committvd to tho deep 
with the usual funerol eoremonie!. 

The &enreh after C(l.mboy'! and Mcrril Islands proved unsuccessful. 
The POSi lioll BS!!'igncd to them, longitude 14tO W ., illlilude t 5" 13' S. 
having boon cruised over witlloul Bny appen ranc~ whnlc\'cr of land. 

On lite 5th of January, they passed ncar Tawercc, or Rceolution 
bland. but found ulero was too much surf to land upon it. There were 
about twenty inhabitants. who, 00 the approoch of the brig. came 
running to~e beach witn cocon·nuts 10 barter, They appeared to be 
tilout men, and wore thought to roscmblc the oath'es seen at Clermont 
do ToonerN. 

'fuwcrco cnnsists of twO small i~Je!J, rogClhcr about four miJes U'I 

vor.. 1\'. :1'1 

• 
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circumrerence: it hili Ihree clumps of eoeoa-aut lftI($ upon ii, bot of 
ill lOuth and wet\t side. the greater portion i •• li.re reef. ARM" SUf­
veying it, they bore up for the two group., "ocI tho .. me afternoon 
pa8llCd through the ehunnel between them. which ia a mile- wide, with 
no soundings. The southern island wal 841neyed: it hili a bore reef 
on its southeast and west sides, wilh a cocoa-nut grove 011 the 80UW 
end. No entrance exists to the lilgoon, nod no nutivce wore &een. The 
southern portion of Lhe northern isle is Il bare reef. wilh SOMe high 
clumpa of ltees on the eastern side. II 

On the 81h, Nukutipipi OT Margaret's Island was made. It pro"ed to 

be II small round lagoon island, two miles in circumference, high and 
well wooded on the north side, with a fint submerged roof on the south­
cast and cast sides. After completing the observations, they stood for 
Teku or the Four Crowll' of Quiros, the islnnd to the westward: it has 
POW me clumps of trees. h lind no openiog 1P its lagoon, nOr could 
a landing be effected. No traces of inhabitants. were aeon on either of' 
the islands. • 

On the 10th, Lieutcnnnt-Commandant Ringgold matie ~hllt they 
supposed to be the island of Archangel, but very much out of place. 
It is a small lagoon island, of oblong shope, lying northWOlt and IIOUtb­
eut; wooded on the northeast and casl, with a stuoted growth of treeL 

No cocoa·nut trees were seen, and the caBtern portion of the trees 
appeared 8S if burnt. A roof extends off the northwest. and south. 
'tt'e8t side., with a heavy surf, and tbere is Ii submerged reef on the 
lOath and v.'CIt sides. No opening ~XiS1S, and 11 landing C!1nIlOL be 
eflDcted without imminent danger to tho boats. Its native name i. 
B_ ... 

The IIUppOted locntion of Archangel was then searched for. but nQ 

ai8M qf land found. Turnbull Island w~. 8\110 looked for .ithcMd ........ . 
On the 12th, they made the island of San Pablo. in _tilade ' • .68' 

8., Ioogitude 145°W. This i.land i. higher than t.bote jOlt. meatioaed: 
it hu ","",I cocoe.~ul groves, and natives were BeOh on the it1aad. 

o opeuing wa. obeerved into ita lagoon. 
LieuleDool..comm~ndant Ringgold now lay·to, for the purpoIO of 

-eommunicating with the nauyCl the DOJt day. In tho morning early • 
.,.era) of them were teen fi.hing, and othcn 00 the beach. who Red 
., the approacb. of Ihe brig; but on being hailed by 000 of tho natives 
.. bow, Ihey came from their hiding.places, bringing down cocoa­
.nd., 11." 'Iho~'ing a di'posilioo to c(HT)municatc. LicuIeO&lK.(:ul1l· 
IlllUldlint IUegoId went toward_ the shore in his boat, 1Vjlh lOme 
preaenlB: GO the beach he found three men, with lye women and a 
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number of cbildreo. An old nnd very lavage-looking chief marlo 
!liglls for them not to land, threatening thom with speara if tbis was 
attempted. Lieutenant-Commandant Ringgold threw them lOme pre­
senti, and reeeived in return a fow cocoa.null aDd two large fish. tho 
smallest of which measured fi ve feet two incncs in length. and iii 
greatest circumference was four fCCI four inches. These proved to be 
excellent food. They were remarkable for their splendid colour, tIle 
great size of the canino teoth in each jaw, and a large protuberance 
over the eyes; 1'lP head was without scales. the body being covered 
with largo cireulnr plntes. over which the epidermis wns very Lhick 
and of 11 rich blue colour, with regulnr concentric stripes of yellowish 
while; tbe fin!! and tuils were :5Iriped with stra ight lines of alternate 
Llue and yellow; the lips were fleshy, and the jaws strong and bony. 

The men were of 1110 dark-skimlcd race, resembling the Foejecans, 
of fino form, and crispy hair. with crowns of malting on their bends: 
the old man bad 1\ lIilvery beard. They would not permit our people 
to land, nod on an attempt being mnde by a Sandwich Islander, they 
acood prepared to spear him. Lieutenant-Commaodant Ringgold. 
wilihillg to avoid collision, ordered him to return. 

Alier searching around this loculity for other isinnds. the Porpoise 
steered to the northward, for the island of Aralica (Carlsboff). 00 1110 
Hith they made the illiand of 'fuhanea: its flouth end iii a bare reef, but 
tilere nrc 0'008 on the east and west sides. Fires were seen after dark 
011 Ihe islaod. This, like 811 Ihe other ililaods. has small isle18 around 
it, connected by low coral reefs, over which the sea in plnces washes. 

Po.Sfling in ·sight of Saken, Raraka, and Taiarll. they made AratiCIl 
on the 18th, where Ihey found the party all well. and at once began to 
embark them, which was completed on the 10th. Tbe Porpoise lhen 
bore away for Tahiti~ two hundred and fifty miles distant, wh~r.h they ' 
made on the 21l1t, and the same day they anchored in l\1aUl\'ai Day. 

At the time the brig left him, Lieutenant Johnson had succeeded in 
!'I)aking a beginning with the apparaluil. Considering the novelty of 
the bosioc .. , and tJlat all were unflcquaiotod with the USCR of the dif­
ferenl parl!! of Lbc machincry, 1 was aware of Ihe difficuhy o( the tuk 
that would be imposed upon the officer who directed the operation. I 
hnd therefore dcs.ignnted Lieutenant Johnson for ih is business, who. on 
o.eeount of his ingenuily. perseverancc. nnd mechanical contrivllnce, 
was considered by me as most suitable for this duty. Tho under­
taking pro~ed fuUr as laborious as J had nnticipated. aod Lieutenant 
Jnhnson's c"ertiOIlR were worthy of bcuer success. 'l'hc principal 
diOicultie!l he hnd 10 eucoonter were tho IOOSOltefil of the undo and tbe 
fllUiu~ in of Lbo coral stooos, E\'ery mellns were devised to o\'Croome 



""8 PAUMOTU (lROUI" ".D 
lbesc impedhnuntl, but in the attempts the pipes beca.me chQked, broke, 
and were thrown out of tho perpendicular. When the impedimentJI in 
one place were found to he tQO great to be o\'crcomc, it wall absndoDCd • 
• 00 the work begun anew. The greatest depth 10 which he succcodod 
in reaching was twenty-one fool: teo to cloven feel were goerally 
accomplished without much difficulty; but after that depth was 
IIrri,-cd at, they frequently did not succectl in getting down beyond 
one foot per day. 

Tho coral shelf, composed of conglomerates nnd cq,mpact coral rock, 
880m. to bave afforded aD impediment Lo further progreas. After the 
breaking of pipes Rnd Duger., nDd the occurrence of various o~cr 
accidents. priocipally from the impotlsibility of lnaintaining a perpen­
dicular, Lieutenant Johnson began from his DCfJuired eIperien~ to 
hope for succcss a day or I~O previoua to the arrival of the brig. 
when Lhe whole was abandooed by order of r .ieOlllnaot-Com ... oo.nt 
Rjo~d. and every thing embarked. 1 am well satisfied that there 
is no insuperable difficulty in bori ng into coral islands; but in the 
preeenL case the aeason of the year was somewh:H against them. u it 
caused ihem to encounter much more water in lhe soil lhlln they would 
otherwise have met wilh. The proper season for such an attempt wouk) 
be Ihe dry one. Much rain feU during their stuy; aDd al though 00 

serious sickness occurred. yct many fcll unwell. 
To the Goological Report I. must leave the details of the boring. 

Agreeably to my instructions. 0. specimen of each foot reached wus 
preaorvcd. 

These experiments turned out very much us J nnlicip;ted, viz: that 
we .nould find bot little eors l snniJ, and an oceo..ional atralmn of coral 
.rock. Sioce my return, I have seen the resultl of a similar e'X'peri • 

. ment O!ade by Captain Belcher. on An0!hCr island, (Hau or Bow 
IstaDdt ) in the same group. They are identical Wilhpurs. 

Before I close the subject of coral islAnds, I cnnnot refrain from 
making a few remnks,. derived from my own observations while r 
Wat eagugOd among tbem. My opportunities have boon numerous, 
and I have had evcry racility for viewing to Ildvnntago. not only thoee 
exclusively of coro.l formation. but 0.110 the roefs that surround the , 
high volcanic island •• which afford the mO!l safe and convenient 
harbours of the Pacific. 

Aller much iDq .. iry and cl09l) enmination, I wei unable to believe 
thot thee sreat (ormatioDa are or can possibly be (he work of zoo­
phytel; aod the argument. by which it is endeavoured to maintain 
this theory, appear 10 me to be inconsistent wi.b lhe facla. 1 cannot 
but view tho I"bours of the8e animala .. whony inadequMI to produce 

• 
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tho etr04;t. which I observed, and 1 was safisfied that the very appear· 
ance of the reefs was sufficient to contradict aoy lucb impression. 
The ingeuiQus theory of Dllrwio. which , hat of lale boen promulgated, 
'\lid which holdll that an equal l ubsidelleo and growth aro taking plnce. 
il5 alike lit variance with the configuration, extent, and general con­
sltuctioo of lhe rooe.. 

10 aillhe reef. and island! of coral that I hove examined, there are 
unequh'ocnl' signs that they nrc undergoi ng diSBOlution. Thus. it will 
be reoolJocted. lblt in the lirst volumo of thia narrative,. I gave various 
sketches of coral blocks now existing on tho top of roofs. and a1&o 
spoke of the various shel ves, soundings, nnd longitudionl crAck, tbnt 1 
had observed, Alllhoae phenomena hnve been si oce those first obset. 
vAtions repeatedly met wilh. To account for tho position of these 
blocks. it has been assumed thnt Ihey had been thrown UJ.! by the !lOa; 

but their positions. weight, and situat ion. nre suc h liS to contrad ict 
,och an idea. They nre foulld in mony calleS standing erecL on their 
.mailer ends. nod have ev idently formed ao upper ahelf. of which they 
are now the sole remains, 10 every obterved instance, they were nt 
lOme distance from the outer edge of the reef on which they stand, 
aoo lfH.y were 0150 !lOOn CO\'ered with debris of tho. cornl, that hus 
been mentioned as formi ng the highest l)artion of Ihe islands. it 
would be utterly impossible fo r any sea te toss $0 great a weight 10 

such 0. difltllllCC; nnd if luch mnsses were even broken oft' from a reef 
by the Dction of water, they would undoubtedly have obeyed the lawl 
of gravity, and descended to the unfathomable depths benCfttb them. 

The low etrol islands, as far as they hnve boon invcst igated, both 
by boring and sounding. have IIhown 0. foundation of lIaud. 9r what 
Ot.'Comcs lIQ on being broken up. 

The elevated coral islands wuich we have cxaminc<i, elhibit 11. 

formation of c0!lglnmerate, composed of eompact coral and dead 
abells, interspersed with various kinds of cornls. which havo evidootiy 
been deposited aflor lifo ha ll bcoomo olc.:linct. A particular inlltanco of 
lhi» wu seeo at tho island of Metitl, and lhe S3mc formation wa,l a llJO 
obMerved at Oahu. 

The abrading effects of tho sea on all tho islands Bnd roofs. was 
evident .. for they exhibited throughollt a worn ;urfncc. Somo living 
corals are indeed found at the surface. but a few inches beneath it the 
reef is invariably a eolleclioo of IOO9C materials. and shows no regular 
corallino structure. as would have boon 111e case if it had been the 
work j)f the lithophyte. 

All the coral ialaodll lie within an oeelln flubjt:ct to tho effects of 
volcQ.m~ 8CIioD, and we have flO reallOtl. to doubt that they would be 
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.. iii .. &0 he ap.a\-cd ud depreuad by it .. thoM of unqUCltiOD­
able igoeoua orilio. 'With 110 great and powerful an agent at- hlUld. it 
teer'nll to me there is DO necasity for retOrting 1.0 • caW18 inadequate 
01 it.aelf, and at variance with the faGIL It IICI6PH .Imoet abeurd to 
Mlppoee that the8e immense roefl! should hI!. vo been railed by the ew· 
l;opt of. minute animal, and posLth-ely 110 to GlIpiain the peculiar 
mode of construction by which reel8 of an annular shape are formed. 
when in nine caees out of tell they arc of other figures. ~ 

ThOle who will examine tho charts of tho Pacific .. Ocean, and view 
the relations which the coral islands bear to oue another, .a well as 
lhe extent of ocean through which they are spread io groupa. will 
entertain but liule doubt that many of them which are now eeparatod 
ha\'e fit SO(l"le remote period been joined. and formed extensive tractl 
of land. They must also be inclined to believe that their allerntioa 
and dismembermellt ho.\fC beeu brought obout by the aame cau¥l8 thot 
aff'ect olhet 13J'lds. If Ihis 00 the case, there would be po difficulty 
in accounting for the lagoons, as they now pre.cnt themselvcs. Be­
fore I reached the corol islands, I had derived an impression, from the 
attempts to explain the manlier of their formation, that all the roefl 
would be fQuod level with the waler, and have a unifonn surface; but 
10 fnr from this being the case, they arc aU irregular and much "'PO 
tured, IOrne wholly abo\'C the water, others awash , and lOme again 
altogether submerged, hnving va rious depths of water over them. 

A. the coral islands have sand and limestone for their base. it would 
appear possiMe to account for the formation of the lagoons by sup­
pom.g tbat, aRer the slH'eral portions of the prc-exis~ing cont inent 
were ..,arated from c'-leh other, the outer edge or line of coral, une­
qually worn by Ille aea, had become more compact in !lOme calM than 
in other~ Thus, while the border of the i~land resisted in one pllce, 
it might be torn asunder in others, tlOd through til; washing influx 
and efflux of the sea, Itrala underlying the centre might be carried 
off into the doer sea in the shnpe of sand and mud, or in IOlulion. 
The centre, thus undermined, from want of support would cave in, 
aDd Conn the iuverted cone or tunnel-shllped lagoon, generally fOUlwl 
ia tho centre of tbeE i.land., .urrounded by un outer rim, variable in , 
width and eJevatioo. 

Acqlobeervatioa pro". that the reefs and i.lands are undergoing 
diJIolulioa, for at many points where former OIlvigators have laid 
dow. IboAls of coral, nune now estat. One reor. in particular, noticed 
by those who vilited Tahiti len yean before we did, was found by 
CaptaiD Belcher. of H. B. M. Ibip Sulphur. to exist no longer. Tbir 

. oIicor ttatea that he vilited .od lurveyed the plaoe 'Whero it is laid 



P£NRUYN I St.AND. 271 

down on previous charts. and that it was not to be wood. 10 speaking 
of Bow Island, he likewise montions the fact Ihlll several of Its puinll 
had undergone material chango. or were no longer the same,· when 
vi.ited liner a lapse of fourteen years. These remarks refer p3rlicu. 
larly to iBlctg l!ituatcd within the Jagoon. I could myself quote many 
instances of the Mme description; but this would occupy too much 
spoce. 

I shall. therefore. tuke leave of the coral islands, trusling thai thete 
few remarkB may.excite a spirit of invostigation in OtJlen. 

Among other duties assigned Lieutenant Johnson were tidal obsef.. 
vatiOlls. which were continued uninterruptedly, f.rom the 19th of [)e..j 

cember, 1840, till hi!! departure from the islaQd ; bUl unfortunately; 
the tidc·stnlfw8!1 placed in the lagootl,a place not froo from ObjectiOM, 
bocause tlid tide there has but a small rise and fall. and is much in­
fluenced by the wind, Ihat blowtl the waler over the reef, giving leu 
lide and a louger outflowing there; but the flood wal distinct.ly l1000, 

by Lieutenant Johnson, during a fishing excunion al lhe entrance of 
the lagoon, to flow in rapidly; and the high lide WOJ! enrrect, for the 
water on the reef was two foot or more in depth. The record of 
these observations gives the higb water at the full and change of the 
moon at six o'clock: the rise nnd fnll in the Ja~n eight inches, and 
Iwo tides in twenty-four hours. During our visit to this island J had 
observed a fall of upwards of IWO feet, and ha vc to regret that the 
tide.stAiT wns placed in so unrorlumlte II l)Osition. 

Lieutenant Johnson reporls the inhabitants as being twenty in num· 
be". seven Jen, eight women, and five children. In this small com­
munity they seem to oxperience thc ills of lif~ as weU as elsewhere, 
for of the men, one was aged. another helpless, nnd a third a cripple. 
and one of the women was. slono-blind. • 

On tho day ttle.Porpoise mode Aralicn, they discovered a largo 
double canoe, with two mnt·snils, which provod to be from Anna, and 
bound to ATatiC:ft i thero wore sixteen peMKtn9 on board. men, womon, 
and children, together with their mats, calabashes, and large supplies 
of eocoa·nuts, &c., wilh which they declined parting. They had left 
Ana&, a distance otone hundred and thirty miles to the southward. the • morning before. The canoo was n dull sailer, tho brig Icnving her 
far behind; she, however. reaehod the entrance 10 the lagoon during 
lhe day, and was wa.rped through the patlMll:lge ioto it. 

The next day the Porpoi/IIC sailed for Tahiti, where she arrived on 

• e.", Capn.in 8clebtw'. n!marke CIa &w "1.nd_Vo~ ~ Il.e WOl'fd in 1838. 
UId 11U2. • 

• 
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the Slll of January. The lIppearanee ofthingt at Papieti seemed ~f 
mach u they had been twelve mODtbll before; but lome tJ,·ents ud 
occurred during the year, whieh it will be as weU 10 ootice. a. tbt1 
will Yow how things are conducted, and give all insight. into tho am­
duct of royalty Ulnt WIUI little dreamed of by us on our former visiL 

On the 7th of May, one of the unhappy domestic feuds of tho roynl 
family ,hlOCw the whole of Jlapieli ioto a ferment. The queen, followod 
by nil hor o.lIcooallts, with great lamelltalions, rushed into a foreigner's 
house, to escape from her roycl consort, who was tlPNlUing her, utter· 
ing drondful menaces. The facts of the quarrel, ns derived from 

.authentic sources, Il re as follows. As llomnre was on her way to 
IJnpieti from her residence at Parnoa, she wall met- by Pomaro-taui 
riding furiously. Owigg to the turn of tne road. he did not perceive the 
queen's pluty in time to stop. nncl TUn over one of the maids, knocking 
ber down, and bruising her. l)omllre, auributing the accident to his 
being intoxir:ntM. began to abuse hilU in opprobrious terms. Enraged 
at it, he dismounted, and begnn nol only to abulIC, but also to strike 
her. Not content with this, he caught hcr by the hair, threw her 
down. and attempted to straogle her, which he was only prevented 
from doing by the attendants, who held him until Pomnre fled for her 
life. Disnppointed in overtuking her, he hurried to her new palace at 
Papieti. lind venloo ilis anger by demolishing the windows, breek,ing 
open ber bo:ces nnd trunks, and tearing her wardrobe and finery lO 
pie<:es.-thus doing injury to the ftlllount of somo two thoumnd dollars. 

On the perpetration of this outrage, the quoon at tirst declared her 
intenti(ln of summoning the judges nnd suing for a divorce i but lOOn 
challgod her mind, and forgave her husband 00 his promising future 
good beh:n iOllr. 

Althougb tbis may appear extraordinary conduct on th9 part of the 
kiog-co~!IOrl, yel wben one loonl8 that thc·queeo l~ s. beell in Lho habit 
of giving him a sound cudgelling, even on tho highway, hi!! conduct. i. 
not sO surprising, particularly as it is said thllt sbo administered her 
punishments with such Cllrl'lOstnoss and force that he would oot be 
likely soon to lose the remembrance of them. 

These broils in the royal family may, I believe, be jUllly cbargocl CO 
the foreign resident! ,t'hom I havo llpoken of before al beiDg Iho authon 
of them, for they admi:tisLCr to IlLs depraved appetite in order to dol"" 
poouniary advantage fnm) these disturOOocea. 

00 1be lIth of~l\IaY.:l greal mooting of the district ICbooh took 
pla'fC al rapaoa. Thi~ bad been in prospect lOr .... oral weeD. ud 
every one WP anxiOUR for the evcaL The proceuion eo die .,.. 
wu the great ICene of diIplay: hero the orator of tbe day wu 10 ofB.. 

• 
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cjate, after which • feat w .. 10 be liveD by the queeo to &be CbidI 
and children. 

As thoro wu lome no\'elly in lhi. ce~ration, whieb ... the fint 
of the kind auomptoo, 1 will give a short dacriptioa of it. derived 
from no eyc-witnetl. First came the boys of Papieti and Papaoa, 10 

cbo number of about. two hundred, dressed in blue cOUon coati and 
trousers, the seams bound witb narrow Ilriptl of red and white cloth, 
the facings of the coati of maDY colour.. 300 Dot unfrequontly the 
conts themaelv. ~f divel'tle colours on the alternate sides: the ,kirts 
wore .Iso of different colours; others were to be seen with white 
jaC"keta, and skil1.8 of plaid cloth i 011 thelr heads they wore homo-ronde 
cocked-ha~s. manufactured from bulloek'a-hide, on which were pasted 
repreaenLations of men, birds, beasts, fishes, &c., cut Oul of coarse paper 
or Latk, and .mxed with gum. 

Next followed the young mep and boys of Malavai and Pappioo, 
similarly equippod. One among these attracted particular attention 
for his cap was deconted with two tiers of small looking.gt.SgetI, sur. 
mounted by a crown of feathers, n large bWleh of which was stuck 
mlo an old tin nutmeg-grater, in front, as a pompoon. while by wny 
of decoration was ICeD 8Uspellded on the left breut, by a bJue riband, 
&be poLisbod bottom of a brass candlestick. Maoy of tho larger boys 
bad on epauicttes and awords i others were armoo with sticks, and had 
epauleues of shaving!l dyed yellow_ A number of the older boys 
carriod flags of tapa, "ained and docoratoo with fanciful devices. 

Next ClllDe aU 1he female children, very ncatly dreasod. and the 
queen, Pom8rC, with bill'- attendant maids of honour. thirty in number, 
arrayed in white, wilh neat straw bonnets, profuscly decorated with 
gay ribands and fCalhers: tllC larger proponion of them had short 
lIockingt on for tho fU"8l time in their lives: each of them cVrTicd a 
elUteD scarf SU9P!lnded to trIC eud of a kmg reed, and the scarfs were . . or every variety of colour. 

In the tear was Pomare-mui and the principal chiefs: the Intoor 
were dressed in military costume, and their clothes 61t.od ao weUthat 
tbey might be termed well drell9Cd. 

Near !.he chapel, sentinels were posted to koop off tho crowd: these 
11M DlUIkelao aaid to ha vo been borrowed for tile ()Ccuion, with which 
they _ted the queen u .be ad ... anced. At iotervals in the proeeII'ioD 
wore officen aod the monitD" of the schools, for Ihe ptltpO!l8 of keeping 
order. 

At the ch .... the MerYices were conduclod by Mr. Pritchard, who 
.... an .ddnw of an bour". duration, which w •• listened to with 
..... ' .uonl~; .n.,. wIaicb the proeessioll formed again, the queen 

• VOL. fY. 86 . 
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and her attendonts leading tbe way to the feelt. TbiI w .. .,... in 
• large bouse at Toanon. Point, which hod beeo er.ecIed for me oaca­
... lYlTOundlid with 8 palisade, and gaily dedied wilh flags, &e. 

Near the entrance her majesty halted, and the children p.used in 
review before her, the monitors shouling It the top of thei r voices. 
10 God lave our Qoccn Pomore. fIlay her life be long '" to which the 
children respondcd~ "Amell." They then formed in line and received 
lhe qUOOll, Inking ofr their caps and bow ing low a$ she pasl(~1. About 
thirty foreigners were there to pay their respects: th~se she iovited to 
dillo with her, fine malJl boing spread for their nccommodation. On the 
centre of those mats werc placed fresh leaves of the hibiscus, on which 
lIalive food was served, consisting of baked pig. laro, brend.fruit, &c., 
cooked in a variety of wa 8, wilh fermented cocoa-nut pulp: for tla uce 
there were small calnbuhes of salt water, and for drink the young 
cocoa-nut milk: each person was furnished with a plate, but knivell 
and fr,rks were Dot supplieu. Mr. Pritchard said 0. short grace, when 
her majetlty set the example to lhe rest, and Lhey all begon with 
good-will. 

When the royal party hod finished, the schools by districts suc­
ceeded; and after all had done, the procession wos again formed, nnd 
marched Be\'eral limes rouod the enclosure, chaunting. and going 
through a variety of gesticulations aod manrouvrea, with 8urprieio, 
aecumey, and in excellent concert. 

Several speeches were now made by 1\1r. Pritchard and the chief., 
bighly commendatory of the conduct of nil, aod laudalory of thoc 
prel8nt, including the foreignen, who returned lheir ack%owledgmeaa 
to the queen for tho civility. Thus ended this day's feast. 

Tile Itelle that took place the next day will serve to Bhow the 
hostile (oolingl of which I made mention in my account of thia i ..... 
as OAi,ting between lhe high chiefs lind the' queen', P1rty. 

A meeting had been callod for tho purpose of receiving the reporta 
of the audliary aocieties, and the returnB of contribuliool: the people 
were fo\lOO 38scmbled; ber majcsly was robed in 0. orimson silk, and 
her maids in e)OAO·fiuing jackets of' the some .colour, with while akirta. 
Notwithstanding the religious tendeocy of the meeting, waDI of har. 
mooy interrupted ilS proceedings, and elltcodcd to such &eagthlal ODe 

time as to have had the appearance of terminating veTy "';oaaI,. 
AJ'ki1 miluodent.ocHng arose from the circum...ace of lbe I(eta" 

people having dined with the queen the day bef~ iDItead of ....,.. 
... engagemnt they had made with tbe AnaaD chicrs at ..... ..... 
". latter ,..ere iDdigout that &hey should bave been thlll tftIa ..... .. 
....... withoal opoIcv. • 
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'nIe Matavaia. iMtead o( coming into the chapel at the door 

appointed (or them. ehoee that whieh had been appropriated to tho 
Ann8f)~ at the oppoeite end. Tho lutter, imagining that this ... 
done OUL of bravado, puahed back the forcmOl'll of the Mllta\'ain n!l and 
closed the door. The Matavaians, being undcr the impression that it 
Wil li intended Ihey should be excluded altogether, burst it open and 
rushed in, headed by lfiloli nnd 1'aofni. A scene of uproar and con· 
fusiou immediately ensued, There were at thill time more thun five 
hund red per!!lOnl ~n the chapel, nnd the men were striking at and 
wrestling with each other, tumbling over the benches in all directions, 
while those whe? did not figh t were shouting and encouraging the 
combatants.. 

Several of the chiefs, with MCtlSTS. Pritcha rd , Darling. Wil!!lOo, and 
others. among whom was old T au ti, laboured in voin to restore peace 
and quietness: the affray conti nued; lIwords were drawn, muskets 
handled, and all appeared preparing for u bloody fight, The ladies of 
the mission present lOught safety beyond the building; while all lhe 
natil'e womeD made a general fli ght to the Broom Road. 

Pomnrc ond the king-consort behaved with great spirit: the fonner 
seized upon Hitoli j the latter, being of great strength and power, used 
his fist upon severa l of the ringloaders, knocking them down and 
putting the rest \0 flight. 

The affray lasted half an hour, and terminated in the espulsion of 
the Anaanl with severnl bruised headL Upon quiet being restored, 
the ladios returned, when the Rev. 1\h. Wilson, of Matavai, preached 
a sermon on ~" brotherly love." reproving them fo"r their wallt of il, 
and for their disgrnceful conduct. He expressed much /JOrrow that 
hla congregation. of which he had been in charge forty yeftrs. should 
baN behaved 10 ill, unmindful of the numerous lessons he had g iven 

• • 
them. • 

.At\er the sermon, the contributions for the year were counted, and 
found to be about four hundred dollars: little more thnn half those or 
the preceding yeor. After this. n discussion took place as to the best 
mode of preventing tbe recurrence of 11 like Icene, and al80 the course 
to be pursued in punishing U1C offenders. 

rn con.equencc of the disturbnnec, the feast- which was to have 
takea place waa dispensed WiUI, and most of them retired to dM'lir 
hoaaeI; but it w •• afterwards understood. Ulot a good many remaiocd 
..... Upt up •• uproarious Ilight. 

The f'rieodI of ~ order agreed iu opinion tblll this day's di .. 
IIaI'kDce would. be rather benencial tha .. otherwise. by showing who 
were mOlt do.lwOUS of preserving harmony; and perhaps would Ieacl 

• 
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to more caation in fulure. This,. it sccmi' to me. il ntber In abeurd 
Ugumeol as respectll a community that have beon aetina: under " 
e()DItitution and law .. with thei.r pious kIache .... for the lutlifloen or 
hfenty yean. 

These dilturbances manifestly arise from wanl of respect, on the 
part of the rival chiefs. for their queen and her husbftnd; the latter are 
disposed to look upon the royal conduct 01 disgraceful, and as setting 
an example highly derogatory to their own 81lwdjng and that of the 
chiefs and nation. They Lelieve these difficulties JO be owing to the 
intervention of foreigners, who take avory opportunity to eel the 
laws at defiance; and since the viait of Ihc V cnus, Capulin Du Potit 
Thouars. foreigners have been still more activo in Inking advantage 
of the diflicuilie& that these natives gel into. 

At the time the Porpoise visitod Popieli, the queen Willi absent on 
a visit to one of tho other islands of the group. aceompnnted by e. large 
retitlue of attendants, wiLh nearly throo bund~ soldIers, dreucd in 
queer ami uncouth uniforms, somewhat similar 10 what haa already 
been described. 

Since our first visit, it was rema rked by the officcn, that 0. more 
efficient police had been established at Papieti: no sailOr! or riolOUIi 
personl wcre allowed to be abroad after cight O'clock, without n 
wriuen pass from the consul; and in case of being found without such 
a document. the offender was put io the stocks and kept there until a 
fine of two dollars was paid. This regulation was found ncceaary to 
pre.erve the peace of the village; and was said to be rigidly enforced. 

The American property tbal has visited the ponlS of T ail iti duringtbe 
last year, hOI. according 10 information derived from our coDBU1. 
amounted to upwards of five millions of dollan. 

Lieutena nt-Commandant Ringgold baving completed the duties, in· 
eluding the magnetic and 'chronometric observatious he wall charged 
with in visiling Tohiti, obtained water, refreshed !.he hew. and look his 
depanure; but in consequence of the calms that prevailed, he found 
much difflWlty in lea.ving the port. 

Immooialely on getting oulside, tbey were influenced by a rapid 
current, seuing to the aouthward. For three or four days they had 
very light wind. or c~lI.lm ... nd mudebul little progress on their route: 
tho weather "'a. OJ:coedingly warm. On the 3d of February, they had 
a.c..rong breeze from the northward and northwoo; after Ihi. bad 00II­

linued for two <bay .. it hauled 10 the oortheaat. Sevoral of We orew 
.ere talum down with dyteDtery and fever. . 

The trade-wiQci ... found at this MalOn of the year in latitude ltr' 
s.; aod from "bal iDformatioD 1 wa. able to galher, I am d .. posed to 
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helie", that it cannot be calculated upon during the month. of Decem~ 
ber, January. and February, lOuth of latitude 14-° S. 

On the 61h of February. t~y made Fliot'. bland, sitoolcd in 
longitude L~IO 48' W ., and latitude 11 0 2::1' 43" S. It Is of small sit.e, 
being only one mile-and 11 half in length, from north.northwcst to lOulll­
southeast, nod th.ickly wooded: high breakers extended off its point for 
lOme distance, and the lurf WIlS so high Ihat it was deemed impossible 
to land wilh fl boat, which ill to be regreuod, as thcte illOlated i.hlllds 
arc always eXlr~mely interesting. No inhabitants were IIOOn. The 
currenl was found to be ACui ng to the westward. . 

'The next island scarched for was onc reported to have boon seen by 
Captain Callh. It was discovered on the 8th, and provod to be 0 low 
Mody islet with n lagoon. It is well wooded, half a mile in diameter, 
of oval shupe, wilh heavy brenken su rrounding it. Landing was 
reponed to be impossible. and no nltompt was made. After determining 
its position to be in latitude 10" 05' S., nnd longitude 1520 22' 30" W ., 
they bore away for the position of Penrhyn lslnnn. Lieutenant-Com. 
mandant Ringgold believed the island last spoken of to be Staver's 
Jsland. and by this name it is designated on our charla. At night the 
wnLer WIlS very phosphorescent: iUl temperature 7S". 

The Porpoise next passed over the supposed site of Teinhoven 
Island, without seeing Bny signs of land. and thence northwest oc~s 
two politions a9ligncd to renrhyn's, enmining particwarly (hot given 
by Captnin Cash, in Intitude 0" 58' S., and longitude 15 14' W. No 
island. h(Jwever, wns seen. Proceeding furlhcr to the northwest. they, 
on the 15th, iiiseo\'cred land. which pro'ted to be Penrhyn Island, aoout 
thirty miles west of its place on Arrowsmith's Chart. It was of the 
usual COrtI I formation, low, and densely covered with trees, among 
which the eOCOl\-nul WBlI the mOllt conspicuous. • 

The \'ellscl stood off ana on all night, nod on the 10lh, at sunriBe. 
canOOI were disJovered approaching the brig, in great numben, many 
of them large. At !eveo o'clock, two came alongside, and othert.soon 
followed them. As the numbers of the visi terll inCreAsed, they became 
more bold. and clambered up the sides, uttering loud and StlV!lge yells. 
TheY""'erc the wildellt aoo moe! lIavnge-\ooking beings lbot bad boen 
mel with, vocirerating in a frightful manner. an<1 accompanying their 
exclamations with the most violent contortions and gesticulations: they 
eeerned frantic with excitelflent. These nath'es were quite naked, 
oxcepl • rew who Ilad on a small maro of cocoa-nut Joaves. 

The canoes conta.inet.l from ICven to sixteen melt each. 1111 l:Iqulllly 
wild. The noise lhey made was .Imosl deafening; every individual 
lalking cam!:stly in a..laaguage nOl comprehended by our party. The 

• 
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tone of their voir,cs was altogether discordant, at one moment high and 
shrill, and nt the /lext sinking to n dcep grulr base. In their hllrangtJe.~ 
they slapped their thighs with grent violence, nnd some wrung their 
bands and criod, protruding their eyes, nnd making frightful grimaces, 
reminding one strongly of maniacs in their utmost frenzy. They were 
not capable of fixing their allelJtion for a moment Oil nny one object, 
but with fitful rapidity they changed their regards from olle thing to 
another. 

Although they at first seemed unarmed, yet, upon Po close imtpection 
il was seen thaI they had weapons concea led in their canoes. A few 
of them slICCeeded in getting un board, and several articles were pil­
fered rrom the poop-deck, among them a pen-jacket. which was 
qUickly and adroitly accreted in one of the conoes. A huge sovage. 
with hi! eyC! apparently starling out of his head, seited the man-rope, 
pulled the S1(IIICllion out of jts place. and was in tho acl of passing it 
o\'er th~ side wlteH it was rescued from him. The islanders now be· 
cam~ tr~ublesome. and the order wu s given to c lear the decks, which 
was quickly done by the c rew with their culla .!l9C~, but IlOne or their 
visilefl were injured. The moment they got into the ir canoes,lorge 
pieces of coral and shells woro hurled on lJoard with g reut force: two 
guns; were fired over their heads, but tlley look no notice of them, and 
stood up in their canoes, bro.ndilhing their spears and yelling defiance. 
AI their numbc!'1 were constantly increasing. Lieutenant-Commll.ndanl 
Ringgold thought it prudent to keep the brig under woy, beat to quar­
{enol, and made prepamtions to mcct attack, if it should be intended. 

Three or four canoes were kept towing astern, and' after many 
inefleclun.l and long.continued efforts, a lrade was begun for their 
&rml, necklaces, &c., which they parted wilh for iron, knivell, cloth. 
and ot~r articles. The -first they designnted by the name of .. toke," 
and the mctlning of several olhor bf thefr W(;Td. rill ascerlained. 
These islanders did not know the use of tobacco, hut would receive 
any Qnd c\'ery thing ofle red: on receiving the articles thoy immedi­
ately thrust on board tho articlo sold, and Appeared fair in dealing, 
though thoy proved themselves to be expert thieve;;.. 

Like other nath'cs of Polynesia, they seemed 11. half amphibioul 
race, diving for aoy"thing dropped overboa rd with great ease Dnd 
unconcern. They are of a light olive colour, though darker Ihlln 
either the Samoans or Tahitians, with fine black hair. The old men 
had beards and mustaoheL They partook of ]he Samoan cast of 
feature, and are an equally athletic, erect, and finely-formed rnce. 

Neither tauooiog nor c ireumcision Ilppears to be practi.ed, but many 
01 tho men were obeerved to have 10lt their front tocHh. The CUIIoID, 
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however, of scarifying the body Bod limbs appears to be gcner8l1. 
Dress thoy had nono, eJ[ec-ptll .mall moro. A few words were (oulld 
to resemble the olher l'olynesian dialects. but neither tOe Hawaiilln! 
nor Tahiliomr could communicate with them. 

Only two or three women were seen: Ihey were delicate in appear­
ance., of ligh t comploxion, anci feminine cosl of features. wilh long 
glossy hair, and beaUl iful white leeth. Dr. Holmes rcmnrks ,hal 
their rnamrnre were immensely Jarge. The women from their gestures 
pro\'ed lhemsclvea to possess habits fully as unchaste alld profligate as 
elsewhere in Pol).nesia. 

From whlll was seen of these nalives, they appeared a ferocious 
and qunrrelsome sct, paying lillie attention or regard to the old men, 
whom they trealed with great roughness. On the OCCAsion of:l canoo 
being overturned by coming in contac t wilh a lorger one, and drifting 
astern, lin old lOan seized hold of the larger canoe, to save himself 
from following his bollt; but instcnd of any D.3sistnncc being offered 
him, his fingers wore struck until he relinquished hill hold ond WIUl 

obliged to seek his own canoo. ~ 

Few evidences of rank were observed among them, Dnd but one 
WDS seen who hnd the appearance of beillg a chief. This W1lS an old 
man, who was scated in the centre of a canoe, paddled by fifteen 
natives, who were striving hard to over1ake the brig. He wore a aort 
of mantle of plnited leaves O\'or his shoulder;!, with a fillet of leaves 
on his heod. Bnd his whole bearing and conduct betokened Authority. 
A bunch of what were apparently cock's feathers was also noticed. 

Speon mll&e of COCOIHlUt wood. from six to eight f~l long, were 
the on ly weapons seen among them, with thc cxception of pieces of 
coral. 

For ornaments they had strands of human hair braided nnd dcco. 
• • 

ratoo with finger.nnila harr an inch long, And IWO to each strand • 
• Daly two or three of them wore ,hort mnllilcl. 

Their canoes were of n clark·coloured wood. with n light out.rigger, 
nnd without sails: thoy were ingeniously constructed of pieces sewed 
logether with sennlt; they leaked badly, howe\'c r, and it WI\, neces· 
sary to keep ono man cOllstan\ly bttlillg. Thcy were the lare,rc.st that 
hnd yet been seen constructed on a low ishlilcl . • Theile poople appear 
10 have few lools, an4 the only articles of European manufacture that 
were seen W88 a plane.iroll fa stened to a Slick, in the form of ao IIdre, 
wilh a few blue glass beadl. _ 

The islnnd was by estimate finy feel high, and wall f/Jund 10 be 
nine milcs long, north·northeual nnd south-southwest, and about five 
n:Wes widl't with an extelllive lo.gooOt ha villg in it many coral 

• 
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patcbes: there is It OOaI.entrance ioto il. On the north ..... est side there 
appeo..nl to be D. continuous "ill age, with cocoa-nUL groves throughout 
its whole extent, and the island is evidenlly very thickly peopled: 
tho ferocity of the savages precluded the possibility of auempling a 
landing, 

The island is believed 10 afford IIOme tortoise-shell and pearls; but 
the ferocious and savage disposition of the natives would require 
traden to be strongly armed. 

Lieutenant-Commandant Ringgold induced ooc of the nativCfl to 
come on board for a hatchet. nnd directed him to draw the shape of 
the island with n piece of chalk . but he proved so wild ond was so 
much amazed. that he did nothing but leap about. constantly uttering 
exclamations. 

The communication with this island was \00 brief and imperfect Lo 
obtain any satisfactory lmowlOtJge of ila manners and customs, and 
the dispositiuu uf lhe nalives wal a veree to such intercourse: they 
appeRfoo to have been seldom visited by velscls. It is believed that 
they ha ve the domcstic fowl among them. from its feathers having been 
seen as orn3ments. The yam was also ubserved. but not the taro_ 

The brig supplied them with swoot-potatoes. pumpkins. and oranges. 
and made signs that tbey wcrc to plant them, whicb they well ullder­
stood. and engaged lo do. 

In exchange for the various articles we received. they were given 
knives, IIhawls, iron, hatchets. Ilnd cotton cloth. 

it was remarked that they pollsetlled the most astonishing ta1ent for 
ha.ranguing : IIOmc individuals continued for three quarte,", of an hour 
to hold forth in a tono which it seemed impossible for any individunl 
tv 8ustain for more than Il few minutes. hardly stopping to take brcath, 
and keeping up at lhe same time constant and violent gesticulations. 
These ~u.racled no attention from their fc'1lows, as each seemed berll 

upon doing his part, and tried to be equally upronriow_ 
It was now deemed impossible to extend the cruise to the Isles of 

Danger. agreeably to the instructions. on account of want of time o,nd 
eearcity of provisions. This I regret, as 1 was "cry desirous that these 
islands, pointed out by Admiral Krusenstern. should be examined. 
Tht. c ruise would alae have embmccd the western positions of Flint's 
and othcr islauds. llslftid down on Arrowsmith's Chart. Compelled to 
forego Ihill par~ of hill intended task. be stood to the northward, for the 
purpose of fulfilling Iha.l..,artion of his instructiqol that lay in hi. route 
to the Hawaiian Group. 

BetweeD laLitude. ao S_ and 60 N •• the eaaterly current Will fOllnd 
to pnyall, &I before obsoned by the squadron, between SO and 100 
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"'" 
N. TIley then experteoced light northea.t windt, with strong equa. 
torial emrent., which wkh lbe. Itreogth of the oonheut trades carried 
them to leeward, and pnn-ented their mak.ing the Hawaiian Islands. 
Thi!S rendered DCeClSlry lhe curtailment of the- ration. to leas than 
one-half. Too offiee,.. with proper spirit, shared the privations of 
the men, and tendered their alore. to the commander for the common 
stock. 

00 their way uorlb, New York Ialand was seeD; and on the 
evening of the 24th of March, they anchored off Houolulu, after an 
abseooe of four month. aod nine days, only eighl of which were paned 
in port. 

The nHluha of thill cruise of the Porpoise were satisractory to mc, 
although it.. had been found impossible to carry out all the dUlies 
embraced in her instructions. The performance of those that were 
accomplishod WOls attended with much fatigue from the adverlEl Illllce 
of the wcather, 00 ob!ltaclc I was ROmewhat apprehensive of. but not 
to the extent that they cxperieoced. Had 1 been at liberty, or had 
time allowed. I should have gladly chosen another season for it. Wilh 
suitable weather, there would have been ample time to accomplish Ihe 
whole. 

Whilo on this cruise, they wero more troubled with sickness ob 

board the brig than at any other timo dllring Ollr absence: several 
cases of dysentery occurred, one of which, as before mentioned, proved 
fatal 

• 

From the report of Lieutenant-Commandant Ringgold, relative to 
the Porpoi&e; and on exominatioo-of her bottom, the copper was found 
110 far gooe as to make it necessary 10 re.copper her. This Clluse of 
detenlion Waf unlooked for. and I had been in hopes to give-her crew 
a .hort reluation j bUltherc was no opportunity for it. The voccssity 
of a speedy dCJlarture "dmiuoo of no delay. She \V8.I accordingly 
hauled into the wharf, and they commenced heuing her down. The 
crew of Ihe Vineennes assisted in these dUlies. Some few difficulties 
occurred, bUI by the uninlerrupted and constaot attention of aU. 1he 
work wall lOOn cpnlpleled, and the brig "gain prepared (or !ea. 

During Ihis lime the effect that the introduction (of French wines 
.nd brandi!'S had had upon the habils as welJ as mornls of the lower 
orden, became very evident; and to nvcrt Ihis e,.il influenoe from the 

'crews of both vessels became ODO of the most troublesome dotles tbe 
officer-. bu 10 perform. So great is thi. ltIuMlyance. thal 1 think it 
.offieiant b> prevenl lbe making of allY repein but what can be dOM 
at aoehor in lite barbou. BOIl .. m ere long. 1 fear, preftlot this' port 
from being the mort of tile wbeliDf fleet, or C'feft of' c~lI_1 ..... 

.... t9'. 88 
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For thia l'8UOn I wouJd recommend Lahaina and Hilo Bay, to ... 
......,ls which only require refreshment, ae: beiag Ow preferable....."..". 
pia .... 

During this time, observations were had fot the rating 0( oor eftru. 
nometers, amI many other duties were performed, betidce finally 
88Uling up the accounTS of the squadron, which oceupiod. us until lbo 
3d of April, when tho Viuccnnct left the hArbour Gnd anchored in the 
ouler ronds, lea ving the Porpoise to follow as soon after III ponible. 

Although I have mentioned various prodUCliort5,..,f tho soil or tho 
Hawaiian Islands, in describing tho sevcrnl districts that were viwited, 
yet it may be as welltn record in this place, thOflC we found indipaocn 
to tho islands. Thoy consist of the following important plants. 

Taro (Caladium esculentum), of which they have thirteen varieties : 
ipulemo akea is that most cullivatoo. It is planted at all sealOns of the 
year, usually i,n patches which are also used os fish·ponds. All pe.rts 
of tbe taro are used: the lenvCII form, when cooked, what is tormed 
I~ luau," and from this the natives give the nome of luau to every 
thing cooked with them: os luau pig, or IUllu dog. Tho taro of tho 
upland is the sume kind as thllt grown in tbe water. 

The yam (Dioscorea), uhi of the nlltives, is not 80 plentiful nor so 
good, at this group, os we found it on the islands in tho South Pncific. 

Arrow-root (Tacca): this already begins to form tin article of com­
merce, and might be much improved. both by cultivation and in its 
prep8ftltion, which ought to be taught to the nativ(.'S" It must even­
tuaUy form fln important object to those who trade wilh this group. 

Sweet-potato: this vegetable some think may have been introduced 
by the Slmniaros. There are thirty-three varieties of it, nineteen of 
which aro of a red colour, and thirteen white. 

Sisymbtiurn grows about HOllOlulu, nnd is used by the residents as 
G • 

a salad. 1'1 

Fcm·root (Blechoum), the core of which ill eaten by the nntivC8-
Cocoa·nutl arc plentiful, but little used . 
.Papaw apple (Carica papaya) ill abundant. 
Rose apple (Eugenia) is plentiful, nod a very fine fruit. 
Bananas, piantains, abundant. 
CIndie-nut (Aleurites triloba), tului of the natives. The oil of this 

aut i. becoming nn nrUcle of commerce, and is said to nnswer for 
palating. 

Bread-(ruil (Al1ocarpus inci!ll). of which there is only onc species. 
l'und • .,.. 'f I.uhala" is one of the mOlt useful troes they have : tho 

leaves are ned (or making baskets, mats, and for thatching their 
houae8. TbCl women make noeklaces from the nuts . 

• 
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...Bibilcus tiliaccus, .. haw," also serves many purposes, among which 
• abe aauwl&clure of ropol: its wood bei ng light and lough, is used 
for out ......... and for sticks to carry burdens on. 

Acacia, which ill ulled in a variety of ways. 
The blaok mustard has become naturalized. 
Turmcr~c (Curcuma) is also found, J understood, in considerable 

quantities on Maui, of which some hns been procured for sn..!e, aod 
Will ptOflouneed to be of excellent quality. 

Indigo is foun~ growing wild, parLicularly in Hawaii. Almost all 
kiDda of foreign fruits aod vegetables ha\'e been iutroduced. aud with 
but few exceptions, succeed well: Ihis ;, also the case with many 
Qrnamellta.llreos, shrubs, and plants. 

Il was obse rved by our bOlanist.e. that the ch3rBcter of the florn of 
the Hawaiian lsland. is similar, in many rmlpecls, 10 both the Indian 
and Polynesian. yet in some p~rticul nrs it bears a strong contrul to 
the BOuthern Polynes.ian islands. This difference consists in the absence 
of all speciC1l of Ficus: the small varieties of trees are also absent. 
although there arc some extensive forests. Orchidoous plants arc 
extremely rare, and thc epiphytic species wanting altogether, while 
the Compositre are much more abundant than in thc more southern 
islands. 

In the fernl., however, the dif1crence is mO!lt obvious, and consi.ts in 
the predominance here of different genera and tribes. 

The absence of American plants was also observed here: they did 
lIot appear 10 be much morc numerous milO at the southcrn is.lo.nd. , 
notwithstandlllg what has been genera lly reported. 

The most remarkable feature of the flora is the woody Lobelio.cem; 
these nrc in great \'ariety, and constitute several distinct genera. 

It is belie\'oo there are more Ihan My genera of different families 
peculiAr 10 these isla nds ; bnd with regard to species, it is thJughl all 
that are unequi~ocally illdigc.nous, will be found strictly confined to 
th i. portion of the globe. 

The botanical regions may be dh'idcd ioto thaI of the .sea-coast, the 
wooded district below the altitude of six thousand fcot, and a third 
division at u still higher level. Alpine planla do nol occur here. For 
further remarks on the interesting botany of this group, I must refer to 
the Botanical Report of the cruise. 

Having spoken so much of tho climate of the different districts, it 
will only be nccessary here to take a general view of that of the whole 
Hawojian Group. fJ'he monthly mean temperature ranges betweeo 
700 and 78°. This remark applies to the const almost exclush'ely ; 
for. 8.8 would naturally be cxpool6d, on higher clevation~ the tberm~ 
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meter .tands lower. Tho daily variatiocl i •• ldonl m ........... 
twelve degreea. The barometer docs DQI aually ""1 mUGh ..... 
ao-oo in. It will have been perceived thilU1ere il • gtelll di ..... e 
in the degree of moisture which oxisttl within a lOw mikll; indeed. 1 
migbt Illy, lhat within a. few rods II differen~ climate ofteD prevail.: in 
this respect, there ore rew places in the island. 10 remarkable u the 
immediate vicinity of the town of Honolulu. 

While parts of the town oro rarely visited by shower .. olber portiona 
of il arc 110led for lhe frequency of tbeir occurrenC&~ In pau ing from 
the town up the valley of Nuunnu, rain becomes more frequent, until 
at lasl the superabundance of moisture il quite 1I000ying. 

There is II great variety of opi nions relative 10 the healthfulness of 
the climate, and it certainly has opposite effectl upon the It..-elings of 
different persons. Upon the whole, the le\award side of the ialand il to 
be prf:ferred as a place of residence. although the quantity of dust 
reDden it at times \'Ilry uncomfortable, fo r it seldonl happel\:J that 
there is lufficient min to lay il; while on the weather lide the fro· 
"looney of showers il much complained of. In some parts, it is laid, 
a day ne\'er passes without raill, 

W ith respect to the force of the trade-wind, which generully prevails 
for nine months of the year , it is at times, extremely unplcolBnI, and 
blows over the high land of the islands with great fury, sometimes 
becoming dangerous to vessels in the ne ighbourhood. Thi' remark 
appliet particularly to the small islands: the larger Ollel have alternate 
land and sea breezes, which moderate thei r tomporatur~r.nd ulually 
the winds are not 80 violent. The most delightful part of the t.wenty· 
four hours is the oight, aod J ha\'e ne\'er experienced l uch plensant 
ones in any other part of the g lobe. Though wa rm, there iH an elasti· 
city in U1C air that ne\'er exhausts. In the winter season. from Decem· 
ber to March, the trade.winds for the most part cliase; ca lms lake 
their vlace, and oeclUionn lly n lOuthwest.. gale i. experienced for two 
or three days. This is generally preceded by 8 heavy swell sotting 
from that quartor, nnd a great increase in !he 8urr. This wind is 
accompanied by heo. .. y rain : we did nol experience it ouraelvel, except 
whilc on the mountain i but the rcsidents informed me lhat it was 
extremely uncomforto61c, and instead of the elasticity Uiually felt in 
the northeast wind, they experienced a heavy dull feeling. relaxing the 
whole ,),atem. At certa in seasons of the ycar there-are heavy dewl; 
exposure 10 them, however, it not deemed injurious. 

Tbe dilC8lO8 of too climate a re few, and generally of a mild type, 
and from the report of phys.ic.ians long resident, the islands lOfty be 
colllidcred healthy for foreignen, The dileUe8 that are molt preva· 
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leal .... foMr'I. di.rrtwn., inflAmmations. dropsy, catarrhs, ophthalmia. 
udIma. dytentery. n.eumalilJlTl. scrofula, ond venereaL 

T1IeIe dilel.,., notwithstanding the absence of 811parent eaU8elI, are 
frequea& BlDOIJg the natives; but many of them are brought on Ly 
U"u.g in their gr .... houtel. which 3rc by no means impervious to the 
.... her. aod are consequently often wet. Another frequent caU!C i. 
the pal1ial decomposition of the grusses with which they are thatched 
on the roof and sides. Ia passing inlo them J invariably expericnced 
• a:mell of InlUll4ne&8, and a mouldy appeantnce is frequently seen 
about their malB and tapas. From the open0CS8 of the houses they 
of course are subject to 1111 the atmospheric cha nges, which must n8.1U­
rnIly induce diseaae by the conlllanl checking of perspiration, a cause 
that il rendered still more oC:live by their sleeping on damp ground. 

Ophthalmia. is much complained of. pnnicutnrly about Honolulu, 
Lahaina, and some plnces on Kauai: this might be 3scriborl to the 
quunlity of dust that is daily put in circulation by the trade.winds, were 
it not lhat the disease ill oqual\y pre\'a]ent where this cnuse does nOl 

exist. 1 hav:e heArd it suggested that the prevalence of tho sirong 
trade· winds. with the sail spray driven by them. may be another cause. 

CUlaneous discll8CS are usually caused by the want of clconlinCSl; 
for, although the natives are in the habit of bathing fr0'loootly. yet, 
from my observlltions of their customs and dwellings. 1 cRnnol but 
deem them a filthy people: the lapa ttnd cotlon clothing: of both sexes 
i. worn ontil it is fnirly in · rllgs. and has become so dirty 85 to be dis­
gusting: the~ seldom if ever think of a change of raiment. Their 
hou!lC$ are shared with their domcstic fowls, dogs. and pigs. aoo are 
rarely free from the dirt thnt 80 mnny denizens must produce. One 
sees that most filthy discAso. the itch. not unfrequcntly aOecting lhe 
larger portion of the inmates of a house, and 1 could not help.wonder. 
ing that SO Jilll~ improve:ncllt had manifested itself among them. in 
tlwir hol"itatiolls oud mooe;: of living. 

My friend, Dr. Judd. assored me, thnt hepatic di.sea.gelJ were eI~ 
Iremely rare, and thnl this ocean seems to be peculi arly exempt from 
all biliary diseases. The g round of this bclier, is the almoat tOlal 
absence of them on board our whaling fiool . The physicians of Hono­
lulu and ,Lahaina. where these shipi often stop in larb"e Ilumbe .... 
assured me that tooy seldom hearn of 8 case. ThCge islands arc indeed 
liulc IUbject to these diseases. or the typhus. bilious, and yellow feve .... 
which prevail 80 extensively on the continent&. They are ulM) free 
from the montles, .mall.pox. &c. 

The d.i.e:liCll or children arc frequent. but may cbieHy be accounted 
fOf by thu w.ot of cleanlinen and nUcntion from their parcnta: hence 



rAUMOTU aROUP Al'fD 

1be sreat mortality among them, whicb hu been bef'we tpoken of. They 
aN &leo allowed to eat the most indigestiblo. food. and (rom this and 
oUter call1Cl are frequently soon covered with excoriations and ulcers, 
that are truly horrible. 

A aomewhal similar discasc to that which wo have observed hi the 
other Polynesian islnnds. exists here under the name of the poupou ~ but 
it is by no means 80 violent, nor did we !lee IlOY cascs of 110 disgusting a 
character as those heretofore described: it is very much confined to tho 
young. 

In speaking of the nati ve diseases. I counot but .think that many of 
them arc brought about by the habit of eating their (ood so much 
fermented. until indeed fl.t times it has become disagreeaMe 10 lbo 
.mell: in this state, however, it i. always preferred. 1 do 11101 romem­
ber having observed this to be the case in nny otbor of the Polyneaian 
tIlands, as respects their vegetable diet. 

BpKiemics are nol frequent, although tI dreadful one prevailod in 
1803 and 180,!, whicb is said to have destroyed a large number of the 
inhabiwnts. nnd visitcd all the islands. 

The whooping.cough was introduced in some way. nod spread itself 
throug hout the group. 

The influenza prevails both during the winler and spring, but is only 
€alai 10 Ihe old and weak. 

The nlllive doctor!, if such they may be caJlod. frequently Ilggravflto 
disease by their nostrums. Dr. Judd related to InO many instances of 
thcir quackery. which not unfrcquently ended in death. The native 
remedies, however. nre of some value, if they had kno"~cdge enough 
properly 10 apply them ; but without this intelligenco. they are I\t all 
limes more or less dangerous: they consist of Lhe candle.nut (Alcul'ites 
trilobn).the bitter calabash (Cu~urbitfl iaJenaria). the seeds of the 
clLSLOr.()il nut, a species of IpomccD. and many othe, powerful herbs. 
of which they make strong decoctions: those are often administered by 
enema, and.. their operation frequently brings on great agonies nnd 
death. To those are addl."<I incantations, which ofthemsclves arequitc 
enough to kill. Bul, worst of all, it uften happens that tllOSO who are 
well are induced to LYe preventive remedies for future sickness, which 
are said in 30me cases to be more severe than the constitution of the 
patienL cnn bear. 

Of surgery the Hawaiians know nothing whatever. nor have Ihey 
much occQsion for its practice, for few of them receh'e injuriel'l sulli· 
_,.~~~~~~~_~~~~_._ 

The physicians ottached to the miuion. of which there are IOvernl. 
do incalculable good in alleviating distresses and superintending their 
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wanll: all this is done gntluitously, and I think 8Cem1 little efitecmed. 
however .. range it may seem, by the Dalives. 1 very much doubt tho 
policy of giving their scrviccs and medicines free of charge, for the 
native8 are abundllntJy able to pay, and r IlIa)"e no doubt would do 50 
if they felt they could thus command the services of the physician 
whenever neoded. 

Thi. is a pan of the organimlion of the American ~1iSflioD that is 
highly commendable: in no other miuion is it fouod. 1l not only 
alleviates the ca~8'bf the missionaries themselves, in their families, but 
adds greatly to thair success, and power of doing good. One of tJlO 
great difficullics in practising medicine among the natives. is their 
hccdles8n~ Ilnd inability lo restrain the ir appeti tes. both 8S respects 
tJMl polienLs theffit;elves. and tJleir f3lnilics and friends: they often dis­
regard all injuncliolls as to diet. nor do they exercise any control 
whatever over the sick. Tile nalives. however, arc adepts in allevi:tting 
pains, as I myself can testify: the prnctice of Lhe loomi-loomi seldom 
fllils ill 8S9uaging headache and pains in the limbs; bot this is not 
practised by those who are the discipios of EsclliaJlius. 

Although the Hawaiian bl:!.nds have been much vaunted as a retort 
for invalids. J am lIot satilfied that it would be beneficial to visit them. 
unless tJIC person afllicted would. on choosing the mOil suitable abode 
for his recovery. confine himself lo the circumscribed limits. Few 
comforts could be looked for, unless the patient were to become no 
inmate of some one of the missiona ries' or rc8pectable residents' 
hoUSCII. where they will be sure 10 enjoy all the kind tluentions and the 
care of (moth'or home-
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CHAPTER IX. 

NtSQUALLY AND COLUMB IA RIVER. 

11 841 . 

ON the 5th April, 184 1, we had completed our repairs. Dod made 
arrangements for the traosporlation of our store!! to lhe Colwnbia 
ri ver by the brig Wa ve. The Porpoise was ordered to leave the 
hllrbour in the afternoon, and anchor 'ncar the Vincennes in the outer 
roads. Towards sunset we toOk JCIl\'C of our kind and numerous 
friend!. and the same night al 11~ 30·, the lignal was made for 
gelting under wny. We 800n afterward. mude sail, and Sleered to 
the wOllward. ill order to JXlss between the islands of Oahu and 
Kauai. 

Light win~s prevailed for several days, during which we made but 
little progr&!s. The second day after our departure, Lieutenant-Com­
mandant Ringgold made signal that the rudder of the Porpoise was 
out of order, nnd would not work. \Ve therefore hove.to, and sent 

• the carpenters of the Vio~coocs on board the Porpoitte, who returned 
in 0. short timc

ll 
and reported that it was all right. The winds for 

these first few days were northerly, and therefore not ooly ligbt , but 
contrary. 

During this time the crew of tbe Porpoise was much afflicted with 
sickness. Thi., according to the report of Assistant-Surgeon Holmes. 
was caused by the conslant labour which the men had undergone. and 
to lhcir dissipatioo while io port. The cases were of a ,-cry serious 
character : four of them took the typhoid fever, and what was singular, 
sc\'en of the pet'sons affected were petty officers. The wont CU6 was 
that of lho carpenter, who had probably undergone more fatigue thaD 
any other pcrl'Oll. 

"", 
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On the 9th, at the request of Dr. Holmes, Dr. FOI Wo.! scnt on 
board the Porpoise to hold a consultation. 

In all these cases there wos much fever, attended with constipatio,\ 
nnd II. tendency to inflammation of Ihe bowels. Until the 151h Ihe 
state of the sick continued erhical, but, through the perseverance, 
Iltlention, and skill of Dr. H olmes, the disease was finally conquered. 
As the sick becnme con\'Il!escent, I was desirous of ~ving them re­
moved to the Vincennes, but the medical gentlemen were of opinion 
that it WII.S not expedient to \rnnsfer them to that 'Tssci, lest Ihe dis­
ease might be of an infectious chnracter. 

During all this time the crew of the Vincennes enjoyed remarkably 
good heahh. 

On the 12th, in latitude 25" N., longitude 1(iO" W., we found the 
current selling north·northeast. By the 10th, the temperature fell to 
04",. which we felt as exceedingly cold. 

In proceeding to the north, 1 was desirous to pass over a portion of 
the sea that had not been e:xomined by preceding navigators, particu­
larly as it is confidently believed by many persons in the H awaiian 
blands, that land existed in the neighbourhood where we now were. 
I wos, therefore, nnxious to make sea rch for it in such places as had 
not bcc:n explored by others. and I hAd procured a chart, llhowiug the 
tracks of Portlock and others. This search was made as closely all 
lime and opportunity permitted, bUl ineffectually. I am, however. far 
from satisfied that land may not exist in this quarter, for we io fact did 
little in the way of exploration, in consequence of the fo~y and huy 
weather which limited our view. 

The part of the Northern Pacific which lies between the latitudes 
of 33" and >lao N., and longitudes of 140" and ISO" W., is particularly 
I!lUbject to fogs and thick weather, nnd there are few places where 
indicatiofns of land are stronger: thus, nulflerOUI birds were seen, of 
species fouod only in the vicinity of land. J therefore feel satisfied 
that although we failed from waot of sumcient time for a thorough 
search, land win be found al some future day within Lhe space jUlt 
defined. 

On the 19th of April we had a sudden chnnge of Lhe wind from the 
snulhward to the nonhwest, accompanied with a henvy head 1188. 

The temperature fell ten degrees within half nn hour: the barometer 
stood at 30'20 in. On the 20th, a hawk was taken, while regaling 
himself upon B small land-bird. Many flocks of small birds were 
seen, as well 8S frigate-birds and quantitics of viUuJll, which gave 
the ocean the appearance of being covered with cinden. Tbq were 
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quite Oll 'numerous at described by Vancouver, lind continued to be 
seen in largo quantities for tho djslance of l ix lIundred miles. 

On the 2ad April, I changed my courac again, to avoid running oyer 
Ihnt portion of sea which bad been already travened by others, Bmi 
on that day we saw severn! Oocks of Imall birds, like snipe in appear· 
ance. The wind fa\'oured us, and carried us forward at a rapid mle. 

10 latitude 42" N., longitude 149° W ., we lost sight of a ll the villula. 
and the thermometer fcilio L t O, At nig ht we hnd a heavy dew, and 
tbe temperature WIlS as low as 46°, We now experictlCCd II strong 
current setting to"the southward and eastward. Petrels Rod albatros8CS 
werc seen in abundance. 

On the 28th of April, at 6 .... '1 we made Cape Disappointment, 
which we soon came up with. A heavy scn, caused by the strong 
winds that had prevailed for several days, was running. I, notwith· 
sta ndin g, Btood for the bar of ~le Columbia river, after mllking every 
preparaLion to cross it; bul on approach ing ncarer, I found brcakcl"lJ 
extending from Cape Disappointmetll to Point Adams, in oue unbroken 
line. 

I am at a loss to conceive how nny doubt should ever have existed, 
that here was the mouth of the mighty river, whose existence was 
rcporlod 80 long before the actual place of its discharge was known, 
or how the inquiring mind and talent of obscr\'a tion of Vancouver 
could ho.vc o.lIowed him to hesitate. when he must have seen the 
evidence of a powerful flood of fresh W[lter contending with the tide! 
of the ocean, in a bar turbulent with breakeu, in turbid waters extend­
ing several miles beyond the line of the shore, and in the marked line 
of separat ion between the ~a and river water. Such appearances 
must be constant, and jf seen, the inferences could hardly be quefl.tion­
able, Ihat the great river of the west poured itself into tho ocean at 
this poin... l • 

Mere deecriptlbn can givo little ido[\. of lhe terron of the bar of the 
Columbia: all who have secn it have spoken of the wildness of the 
lICene, Rnd the incessont roar of \he watcrs. representing it III one of 
the most fenrful sights thnt cll n possibly meet the eye of the sailor. 
The difficulty of its channel, the distance of the leading sailing marks, 
thoir uncertainty to one unncquainted with the ttl, the WAnt of know­
ledge of the strength and direclicm of the currents, Wilh the necessity 
0( approaching close to unseen dangers, the transition from clear to 

turbid Wille" all cause doubt ond mistrUIL 
Uader l uch feelings I must confe" that 1 felt my!IClf labouring; aod, 

t.IlbouP 1 had 011 board a per,tOn from the Sandwich ulanns who pro-

• 
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fcssed to be a Columbia river pilot, t found him at a loss to designate 
the true passago, and unable to tell whether we were in a right way 
or not. J therefore, at once, dotermined to haul ofr with the tide, 
whIch was running ebb with great rnpidi ty, and which soon carried us 
back into Iho blue water of the ocean, to wait there until the sea on 
the bar h:\d in some measure subsided. 

The land ncar too mouth of the ri\'Cr is well mnrked, and cnnnot 
TC!ldily be mistaken, and on the summit of the two capes nrc several 
lorry ~pruce and pine trees, which the officers of "the Hudson 83y 
Company have caused to be trimmed ef bronches nearly to thcif tops. 
These serve as conspicuous marks, but our pilot was ignorant of their 
relntion to the channel. 

Our passage from Oahu had been no moro lhan twenty-two days, 
which is unusually shorL The first part of it, until we pnssed in lati­
tude 28° N., beyond the influence of the trodel! and variables, had been, 
as already stated, atl t:uJed with light and contra ry winds. 

The temperature of the air had fallen from 78" to 43°, and that of 
the !left tGo 46°. 

Duri ng the night we had boisterous weather, and the ship wall very 
uncomfortable, in consequence of her shipping waler in considerable 
quantities through the hawse-holes, which flooded her gun-deck. As, 
in conformity with my determination to wait until the surf on the bar 
should have subsided, the nnchors would not be needed for somo da}'B, 
J ordered the chain cables to be unbent, which would permit the hawle­
holes to be closed. 

During the night, t took into consideration the 108!l of time that must 
arise from nwaiting an opportunity to c ross the bar, and after due 
reflcction cnme to the conclusion that it would be better to proceed at 
once to the Strails of Juan de Fuca, and there begin my work on this 
coa~L eAt daylight, therefore, (bearings ~ the Cb~ had been taken 
the night previously and our position carefully cnlcul:tcd, and a course 
steered to run along the coust,) I spoke the Porpoise, and immediately 
bore away to the northward . Signal was then mnde to her to follow. 
Both vessels tben proceeded at the rate of eight or ten miles an 
hour. 

The weather was very thick, aod the wied lOuth-southwest. At 
ten o'clock the Porpoise was cloie under our Jee-quarter. t wa. 
mylClf below. when t "'al informed by the officer of the deck that we 
had entered disturbed water. A number or birds were around the 
"eaell, and a cast of the lead gave fifteen falhoms. By Ihe time I 
I'OlIched the deck. land was seen through the haze. elofJc .bawd. 
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The ship was at once brought by the wind and all the studding-sails 
taken in. 

The same discovery was made on board too .Porpoise, and abo was 
in the act of communicating it by signal. Neither of the vcssels now 
Ilad much woter under their keels, and both were in imminent danger. 
We owed our safety to Ihe good qualities of the vessels, which were 
on Lhis occasion very evident, and to the conduct of the officen and 
crew, whale promptoes& aod attention to the execution of the orders 
deserve my high t praise, and renect groot credit on their discipline. 

Our situation caused me much anxiety for a short time; and this 
WAI QDe of the many hair-breadth c.capcs from wreck, incident to 
this cruise. The difficulty of our position was enhanced by the heavy 
sea we had to encounter, into which the vessels plnnbred !IO heavily as 
to endanger our spars. The same cause had pre\'entod us from bend­
ing the chain cables, 10 that we 110d no means of anchoring until aller 
we had passed the mOlt dangerous points. 

We had several castlof the lead in five, lix, seven, eight, and nillo 
fathoms. 

In examiniog into the cause of our being found so unexpectedly ill 
tma position, 1 am led to beliove that there ia a current that selS upou 
tbe coast: ::and in this I was confirmed by trial, made afterwards. 

Soon after we wero out of donger, it clearoo up sufficiently to give 
us 0. \'iew of the land, which proved to be Point Grenville of Vancou~ • ver, and Destruction Jsle. The Inuer is easily known by some remark· 
able perforations through a rock near iL 

Near Point Greoville. !JC\'eral accidents hnve happened, both 10 

Engliah and Ruuian vcsacls; and a bonl's crew belonging to 000 of 
lbo 1001Ier. was inhumanly massacred by tbe IOOiaru. 

It WaIJ also nCllf this spot, thnl the very remarkable occurrence of 
the wreck of a Japanese jUllk hnppcncd in the year 1833. Thd officers 
of the ..HudllOo nt.y <AolllpllUY oc'C8mu aware of thi. disaster in a sill­
gular manner. They received a drawing 011 a pioce of China-paper, 
in which were depicted three shipwrecked persons, with the- jl,lnk on 
the rocks, and lhe Indians engaged ill plundering. This was sufficient 
to induce tbem to make inquiries; and Captain M'Niel was despatched 
\0 Cape Flnttery to obtaiu further informatioa, aM afford relief. should 
it be Deeded. 

He had t.he I8.tisfnction to find the throe Jnp80es0, whom he rescued 
from Ilavery; and the Hudson Bay Company with ~hnrncteriJlic 
liberality, .. them to England. Thence they lOok passagtlto CbilUl, 
....... J undtntand they .till remain, in con!ICIJuence of their being 
aalblc to obtein apanage 10 Japan 
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As a mcmorial of this extraordinary incident, porcclain of Jojmncse 
manufacture, which was purchased from the Indians who plundered 
tile junk, was sccn in possession of 1\Ir. Burnie, the agent of the Hudson 
D.y Company, al Astoria. 

On the 2!hh and part of Lhe :lOth, we had light airs and calms, so 
that we made liule or 110 progress. In the afternoon of the :lath, the 
breeze fresllcncd and carried U9 briskly 10 our destination. Whilc 
thus proceeding, a lurge ca noe, containing about twcllty Ind ians, CD­

dca\'oured to board us; but 1 was too anxious to ro~ch an anchorage 
Lo rcgo.rd their desires. 

1 was in hopes that the wind would continue fair, and enable us to 
have reached Nea h Harbour ere night ; but as we approached Cape 
FI::lIlcry and opened the Straits of Fuca, it became contrary. We 
were therefore compelled to pass the night, which proved dark and 
rainy, under way. We had uut liule knowloobr<l of the dangcrs that 
might surround us; but our fr&'Juent tucks throughout the night showed 
us that but few existed at the mouth of Lhe straits. 

The coast of Oregon, to the south of Cape Flattery, is rocky, much 
brokcn, and affords no harbours, except for very small vessels. It 
may therefore be considered as cxtremely dangerous, ond particularly 
on account of its outly ing rocks. The soundings on Ihis coaSl, 
however, I ofterwards discovered. may serve as :.a sure indication by 
whieh danger may be avoided, and safety may be iusured by not 
npproaching the const into soundings of leu than sevellly fathoms. 

On the mortling of the 1st of May, we found ourselves well into 
the slrnill ; and as J proposed to dcfcr the survey of tbi"-pnrt of them 
until my return, we !lnstened to reach Port Discovery, where we 
anchored a t half- past 0 P. M. on the 2d of May; just forlY-Dine yean 
after Vnncouver, pursuing the track of De Fuca, had visited the same 
harbour+ • 

The Straits of Juan de Fuca may be safely navig'ated. Tbe wind 
will for the greater part of the year be found to blow direcliy through 
them, and generally outwards: lilis wind is Ilt times very violent. 
The shores of the strait are bold, and Ilnchorage is 10 be found in but 
fcw placcs. W c could Dot obtain bottom in some places with sixty 
fathom. of line, e \'en within a boaC, length of the shore. 

The south sllorc is composed of perpendicular sandy cliffs, that run 
back into high and rugged peaks, and ill covered with a forcst of 
various species of pines, that. rises almost to the highest points of the 
range of mountains. The highest point. themselveB are covered with 
IOOw; and among them Mount Olympus was cooapieuous. riaing 10 

aD altitude of eight thousand OIlC hWldred and tbirty-eight feet. 
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Tho nonh shore is rocky, Rnd composed, as far as wo could examino 
it of conglomerate, and in some few placea of a reddish gronile. 

In the morning we were boarded by a large canoe, with Indian. 
who spoke 1\ few words of Engli.h; IlDd we had occasion to nndce 
the wide difference between them and the Polynesian •• both in lan­
guage and appearance. No controst can be more 'Striking than this. 
They seemed to have scarcely any idea of decency, and to be little 
less elevated in their mOnll qualities limn the Fuegians. 

The' principal I'~an of the party was drCll!ed in n coarle coal of red 
cloth, with the Hudson Bay Company's bOltons. and corduroy trou· 
sers. He had neither shirt. shoes. nor hat, although tho rain was fall· 
ing fast. The others were habitod in blankets or skins, and wore 
cohicnl g ralls hnts, resembling in shape those of tile Chinese. 

T he first inquiry was, whether we were Boston or King George's 
ships, by which terms they distbtguish Americans nnd English. 

They brought with them for sale some fish and a few furs. -Dn the 
lulle r they appeared to set a high value, and were not a little disap­
pointed when they learned that we had 00 desire to purchase them. 
They readily parted with their fine fish for n few fi sh-hook! !lod 11 littlo 
tobaeco. 

These lndian~ were short, thick-sel, bow.legged , muscular, aod 
seemed capable of enduri llg great fatigue. The most obviou~ pecu­
liarity was the shape of thcir hellds, which appeared to have been 
compressed, bot h before and behind, 80 as to give them the form of a 
wedge. Their cheek· bones wero high, alld their eyes, which were 
fioc, were sc' wide apart: their colour was a light "'copper. The 
oblique eye of the Chinese wus not uncommon, and they had long 
flowing hair: aquilino or Roman noscs were prevalent. Their coun· 
fen-ances wore an exprc!lsion of wildness, and they had, in the opinion • Qf some of us, 8 melancholy cnst of features. 

It Wilt. amusing to us, who hud no very exalted opinion of the Fee· 
jeenn!, to observe the contempt our prisoner Vendovi enlerlaint:!d for 
d'icse lndia ns, which was such that he woold ha.rdly deign to look at 
them. 

They manifested lillie curiO!'lity, which was; not excited even by the 
appearance of a ship 10 much larger than any dlcy could have before 
!'leen, armed and manned in a manner so superior to what is usual in 
the vessels tha t vilfil them for traffic. 

They wore bot few ornaments, and that on which they loomed to 
eel the greatest value iWllI 11 small silver tube stuck through the carti· 
lage of the IlC)M!. A few of them had 801all broS! bells suspended 
around the rim of their 8lU1L 

as 

• 
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Their Inngunge was one of the most disagrccable we had yet heard. 
full of guttural5, nnd the sounds klick, kluck, and Lsd. 

Lnlc in the afternoon, we reached and weathered the low snnd. 
point, called by Vancouver New Duogencss, and 8tood over for his 
Protection bland. We pOised within less than n quarter of a mile of 
the point, where we had threo nnd a hlllf fathoms wnler. 

After p!lssing lhat island, an cxtcnsh'c boy opened. 0 11 whose shores 
we snw the loug r oles menlioned by Vancouver, nnd represented in 
hi. book. The use of these he wos unable to discovt'r, but the Ind ians 
informed us thnt they were for the purpose of suspending nets for 
tnking the wild· fowl that frequent these shore! ill great numbers. On 
these poles the net! orc set up at night. at which lime the geese seareh 
those grounds for food: fires nre then lighu.-d. which alarm the birds. 
lind CIlUse them to /ly against the nets, by ..... hich they are thrown upon 
the ground. where, before tbey ha\'e time to rccovor themselvos, they 
aro caught and killed. 

The description of Vancouver is so exactly applicable to tbe present 
stale of thi!! port. thnt it was difficult to believe that almost half a cen­
tury had elnpsrd since it WI'lS wl"illen. The beautiful woods and la ..... ns 
of Proteclion Island. in particular, exist unchanged. The lawns 8till 
produce the snme beautiful flowers and shrubs, and although closely 
lurrounded by dense woods, do not seem to he \'6 been encroached 
upon by their luxuriant growth, although there is 110 apparent reason 
why it should not long ere thi!! have overrun them. 

Our anchorage in Port Discovery was c lose to the .hore, in twenty­
IOven fathom' water. It is a well-protected harbour. dud very con­
venient of aCCeIIS, bul the depth of water and the high precipitous 
bllDks. would almOllt preclude its being marie the seat of a settlement. 

'l'he nome of ])orl Discovery wns given by Vaocouver. It is eight 
miles loils. two miles in average width. and its points, which terminate 
in low .tlildy projectioll::!, interlock ellch other. Th~ shores are :sup­
plied with large quantities of shell-fish. !>tolection hland covers it 
completely to the north, and would render it easily defensive against 
the mosl formidable attack. The only objection to it as a harl,lour is 
that alrendy spoken of, the g reat depth of the w"tlter, which in 'the 
middle is no where tess than forty or fifty fathoms. and is often as 
much 3S sixteen fathoms close to the shore. 

The Indians whom we found dwelling here are of the Clalam tribe. 
They occupy Il few miserable lodges on one of the points, nod are a 
mOlt fihhy race, 80 mueh 10 indeed that to entcr their lodges is abso­
lutely disgu.ting. They nre DO more than 8 few rudely-cut slabs, 
covered in part by coarse mats. 

• 

• 
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There is no permanent lICulcmenl of Indian! at PorI Discovery, nnd 
during our IItlly we had visiter! from the various neighbouring Iribcs. 
The two sexes of atl who visited us were dresacd ",Imost alike, and rao 
hard ly be distinguished in extemal appearance from each other: hoth 
wear their hair long, and both a re equally dirty. All thc adults have 
!heir beads mu.ch fllIl1cned, which nppcars to be perfo.rmed as it is 
among the more southern tribes, by compressi ng the frontnl nnd Of'ci­
pitaL bones by IIElveral thioknesse! of bark, until they become set, and 
~be head takes 0. rrmanenl shape. 

Their children soom 10 give them Lui lillie trouble: in their infancy 
they arc tied to a picee of bttrk, which is hung to a tree or pole, where 
it is kept in mOlion by a string fastened 10 the toe of the mother, as is 
represented in the wood·cut at the end of the chapter. 

These Indians Ilppear to ha"e but few of the comforts, ood barely 
the necessaries of life. They live principally on fish. shell· fi sh, the 
cammass·root, und potatoes. They have muskets and bows and 
arrows: the bows are short and smull , but possess great strength, and 
are made of yew: their arrows are pointed wilh iron CV' bone. 

They also possess large !heath-knives. which they procure from the 
Hudson Buy Company, in exchange for furs, 3.nd from the Burne 
9Ourco they obtain blankets. For these articles the Company has a 
regular larift"of prices, which howe\'er, is not IIdhered to when a Boslon 
ship arrives. The nn.ti\"es are sufficiently alive to the ndv:1nlugea 
they derive from competitioll, and boasted Ihat in such cases they 
frequcntly obtained (our or five blankets for article! that u9ually bring 
them only (IDe. It was the hope of so anvantngeou! a traffic that 
caused so much satisrnction when we arrived. and the failure of this 
hope produced, as we have seen, no lillIe disolJpointment. 

They are not, however, wholly dependent on this trade for their 
eJothing. for some of tho ..tribes manufacture a IOrl of blanket from 
dogs' hair, whic'rt is substantially woven. 

During our stay at Port Discovery, they supplied us plentifully with 
,"cnilOn, ducks, goo~, salmon, 8 large specie!! of cod. Hounden, her­
rings, anel crabs. They also brought shell-fish, among which were 
the common clam, (the quahog of the Eastern States,) mussels, and 
small oysters. ~ 

&sides the ornaments we saw among our first "isiters, some warn· 
pum-belta and string. of dentslium-shclls were observed. They hll.\'e 
a great pauion for can'ed pipes, for which. Ihey cultivate small quan­
tities of a specie. 0' tobacco. They also IImoke the lell.\·es of tbe 
dwarf Arbutus mixed with their tobacco: these are powerful astrin­
gents, anel arc alia frequently chewed. 

• 
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The eolour of the younger nllti\'es ill almost while, flO much '0 as 10 

show the blush on the check ; and soma of the women would with 
d ifficulty be distinguished in colour from lhose of Europeao race.. 
The women are to be seen weaving mats, after tho Chinese fashion, of 
bullrushes (Scirpus Incustris), which they pIneo-side by .ide llnd futen 
together at intervals. These are used. 3S has boon stated , to cover tho 
fra mework of their lodges. 

Instcad of the sil \'er tube which hils been spoken of, the women 
havo a while bone stuck througb the carti lage of their noses, This 
is kept bright. and may be sllid 10 be the only c1en~ thing about the ir 
persons, The whole burden of domestic occupation is thrown upon 
them. for the mon are to bu seen lounging about the whole day in the 
l un. nnd lpend their nights in gambling. 

The canoes of this region differ from any thing we had seen on the 
voyage. They Bre made from D singl<~ trunk. nnd hnve a shape that 
lIIay be t:ons;nr.red elegnnt, and whicJl is preserved from change by 
stretching or wnrping by menus of thwarts. The sidel are exceed· 
ingly thin, sel~om exceeding three.fourths of an inch, and they are 
preserved with great care, being never suffered to lie exposed to the 
sun, f(tr fear of renta :l nd cracks. ' Vhen these do occur, the canoe is 
mended in a ve ry ingenious manner ; holel nrc made in the sides, 
through which withes are passed and pegged in such n way that the 
Itrain will draw it lighter; the withe is tbeD crossed. and the end 
secured in the same me nne!'. When the tying il finished, the whole 
is pitched with the gum of the pine. This is neatly done, and answers 
the purpose well. .. 

Although the natives we snw a t Port Discovery appeared to be a 
peaceable rice, the neighbouring tribes are frequently at wnr, and 
ipOke of scalping. and other exploits, 81 practised by our own abod· 
gi .... 

Apprehensive that difficulties similar to those we met with in the 
Feejee Group might pouibly occur with these Iodiaos, I deemed it 
expodient lO in ue the following order • 

• 
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aOE/I. ... L onoF.I:. 

The Wldcnigned informs the officers aod c rews under his command, 
Ibat the duties upoo ~bjch they nrc about to enter will necessarily 

. bring them in conlacl at times wi th lhe savage .. ond lrC3cherous in­
habito.nts of this coast; and he therefore feel& it his dUly to enjoin 
upon them the necessity of ullccasing caution. and a restrictive and 
mild system in nil their intercourse with them. 

In my GcncxnP Order of J uly 13th, 1839. my views arc expressed 
fully respecting our inlercourse with savagcs, and 1 expect that the 
injunctions therein cont:lined will be strictly regnrded. 

With a knowledge that many of thc misfortunes thal h;l.\'e befallen 
previous voyngers on this coast, have arisen from an unrestrained and 
unguarded intercourse with th0 Ll}lllivC!l, he deems it important to order 
officers in charge of boats, and those having men under their direc· 
tion, to make it their especial duty to govern them so as to avoid any 
(lisputcs or maltrentment of the Indians, and that force is never to be 
resorted to but in cases of self-defence. 

No officer or man will be allowed to visit the shore without arms; 
and bollts' crews, when surveying or on other duty, will be furnis.hed 
with such as arc necC!isary for their protection. 

U. So Ship Vinotnnc .. 
1I1,,111l, 1 8~O . 
• 

CRU_US \Vn,xES, 
Commanding Eql\orinr Ezpcditioll. 

'Ve remained tlI Port Discovery until 6th May, during which time 
wo were employed in surveying the harbour and exploring the country. 
Our botanists had a large and interesting field opened to them, aod 
there are few places ",heM the variety and beauty of Ihc nota are so 
great ns thoyalo hore. Dodccalheon. Violn, Trirolium, Lep1ociphon, 
Scilla (the commaS! of the oath'C!l) . Collinsia. Clnytonia, Stellnria. &c., 
v ied with each other in benuty. and were in such profusion, as to excite 
both admiration a.nd astonishment. According to Mr. BrJ.ckenridge, 
the soil on which the plants grow cQnsi$ts of It light-brown loam, but 
the general character of the soil around Por~ Discovery is It thil\, 
black. vegetable mould, with a 8ubmatum of sand and gravel. 

The trees grQw so closely that in some placC!i the woods arc " looost 
impenetrable. The timber consisu principa lly of pine, fir, and spruce. 
Of tho latler there ~fC two Jq)Ccics, one of which resembles the hem­
lOCk-spruce of the United States: it has 0. very tall growth. nnd pUll 

out but few, and those small, lateral branches. Some. maple-trees 

• 
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grow in the open grounds nnd on the banks, but they nrc too ,mall to 
be of any .erviCG to the flCtder. SovoTt11 trccs which we CuI down to 
m:ake rp8rs for the Vincennes. proved, although healthy in appenranco 
before they were felled, to be more or less defecti ve: the wood wal 
sound and compact on one !lide ouly. while on ... the other il was open· 
grained and fibrous. 

Several of the officer!l made excursions in~o the woods nner game. 
ln these they found much difficulty, in consequencc of the quantity of 
fnllen troes, that Jay crossing ench other in cvery direction. No large , 
game, howc\'cr, was secn. Of birds. crows, rouins, &c., were io 
Ilbundnnce; nnd some beautiful specimens of land·shells (Helices) 
were obtnined. 

Soon rafler our arrival at Port Discovery, r despatched an Indian 
with 0 leuer to the fort of tho Hudson Bay Company nt Nisqurally, at 
the upper end of Puget Sound, to request thal a piiOl might be sent 
me. My interview with the ua tive whom 1 employed for this purpose 
was amusing. He appeared of n gay and liI·ely disposition: the first 
thing he did, wben brought into the crabin, was to show mo 8 cross 
find repeat his :we, which he did with great readiness and apparent 
devotion; but he burst into loud laughter as SOOIl RS he had finished 
repeating it. Be and I made mnny efforts LO understand each other. 
but without much success, except so far 8S the transmission of the 
!cl\cr to Fort Nisqual1y, and the reward he was to receive on his 
return. 

In Lhe e:tl:cursions of the officers, severral burial·places were met with. 
The corpses are not interred; but are wrapped in mat.!. and placed 
upon the ground in Ii sitting posture, and surrounded with stnkes aod 
pieof's of plnnk to protect them from the wt:ather and wild beasts. 

On the 51h of May, the officer.!! were all engaged in sUf\'eying, 
while I &cupied one of the point. us a sta~on, where I mnde ustrono· 
mical nod magnetic ob!lervnlions. 1 found the latitode 48° 02' 58" N.; 
the longitude 123° 02' 07'5" W. j tbe varintion was 20' 4.0' E. 

The temperature in the shnde, wns 55°. 
On tho 61h of May. finding that the messenger whom I h3d 

despntchcd 10 Fort Nisqunlly did not return, 1 delermincd to proceed 
towards thOI place without further delay. W e therefore got under 
Wly at half.pasl ten, and bent out of Port Discovery: we then stood 
toward. Point Wilson (of Vancouver), which forms one side of the 
ealrance inio Admiralty Inlet. Turning the point , we cOlered the inlet. 
800 soon nnchored in Pori Townscnd, on itl northern side, in teu 
fathom. water. 

Port Townseod ill a fine . beet of water, Ihrec miles and a quarter 
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in length, by one mile aod three qUl\rters in width. Opposite to OUf 

anchorage is nn extensive table·land, free from wood, nnd which would 
alford Il good site for a town. 

• 

The b:ly is free from dangere and il woll protected from the 
quarters whence stormy windt! blow. Il hns anchorage of a conve­
nient depth; :lnd there is abundance of [resh waler to be had, 

In the al\crnoon. we lauded and examined the table.land. Tho next 
duy we were engaged in flun'eying the bny, which we commenced a t 
nn eurly hour. Qur base was measured on a Itraight and level beach, 
ncarly n mile in length, upon the north shore. At too extreme Wei! 

end of the bay, we (ound a lodge or two of Indians.. In each of th~ 
there were apparelltly lim."C or fOllr families; and they had a pn.tcb of 
potatoes growing. 

The soil in this place is a light sandy loam, and appears to be very 
productive : it was covered widl wild flowers, aod strawberry plants 
in blossom. 

From this point, Mount Baker is distinctly socu to the northeast. 
nnd forma a fine aight when its conical peak is illuminated by tho 
setling sun. 

On Iho 1th, we had completed the sun'OY; bul the wind coming 
up from Ihe southward and eastwa rd, which wall contrary to our 
intended course, wo determined to remnin. AI noon, there was a 
f{l\'ourablo change, when both veisels moved up about eight mites. and 
anchored ill whal I coiled Pori Lawrence. This is just at the entrance 
of Hood's Canal. :md ga\'e us a view both of it and Admiralty Inlet. 
The weather" 'us unpleasant, and the only duty that could be performed 
WftS that of dredging. Severol new and interesting specimens were 
thus laken, The natives brought us fish and venison in plenly, besides 
geese and ducks. 

On the morning of the 8th, we mado the survey of Port lAwrence. 
beginning at dayttght. This being completed, I look advanTage of (he 
tide making to get under way wilh a fresh breeze. and passed wilh 
bolh vessels as far as a small cove on the We5t side of the inlet OPI)()!ite 
to the south end of Whidby's Island. Here we anchored before sunset, 
nnd I numed it. Pilot', Co,'e, from tho ci rcumstance of hS"ing been 
here joined by Ihe first officer of the Hudson BIl':Y Company's steamer, 
commanded by Captain l\l'Niel, who on hearing of our IU'rivlI l, kindly 
sent him down to pilot up the sbip. 

We were under way soon after Jsylighl, taking advantage of tho 
tide. and continued bea.ting 81 long as it lasl.ed. This W3S about two 
hours, by wh ich time we reached another small co\'e. Thi! WBII 

nomed .Apple-troo Cove, from the numbers of thut troe which were in 

• 
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blos~m around ils shores. This co\'c answers well all tha- purpotol 
of a temporary anchorage. Before the tido began to mako in our 
fn.vour, we had finisheu the sun'oy of the cove. We again sililcd, and 
at dark anchored under the west shore, Ilenr a 60e bay; wllich the 
next day was surveyed. and m).mcd Port Madison. This is an excellent 
harbour, aOording every possible convenience for shipping. 

The scenery of ,hi. porlioll of Admirnlty Inlet rcscmblofl strongly 
purts of the Hudson river, particularly those aoont !loug hkcepsie and 
above that pla co. The di.tant highlands, though V1uch more lofty, 
reminded us of the Kantskills. There weTC bUI few lodges of lndio.D~ 
seen on our way up; and the whole lino of shore hns the nppeoranee 
of never having" been disturbed by man. 

The wind pro\'cd fair the sl\Ine afternoon. and wo passed up tho 
mlet, taking the passage to the right of Vashon's lsland, and finally. 
towards evening . anchored just below the narrows leading into Pugot 
Sound, within u fcw yalJs ur the shore and under a high perpendicular 
bank, in sixteen r:uhrmlS. 

Tho shores of a ll these ;111e1& and bays are remarkably bold; so 
much so, that in mtlny places a ship's sides would strike the shore 
before the keel would touch the ground. 

On the 11th of May, the morning proved calm, of which J took 
advantago to survey this part of the sound, whicb we accomplished 
berore the arternoon, wben the tide sen'ed us. At 3 P. JI(. we again 
weighed our anchors, but had greal difficulty in gctlin"g beyond tho 
rench of the eddy winds occasioned by the high banks. Tlie seenory 
nbout this pass becomes very fine: on nil sides aro hrgh projoeling 
bluffs of sandstolle, rising almost perpendicularly from the water, wilh 
11 grent variety of shrubs along their base. 'fhe tide, which rUlls 
through the narrows wjlh great velocity, causes lOnny eddies and 
"whirlpobls. through which l\ ship is oorried with extraordinary 
rapidity, while the uanger seems to be imminent~ The Porpoisu 
succeeded in entering the narrows first, nnd in n few minutCll Wa! lost 
sight of; tbo VineennCll entered, and seemed at first to be hurrying to 
destrur: tion, with her sails quite aback. "We wero carried onward 
"wholly by the force of the tide, and had hacked Rnd filled only once 
before we found our!k!ves in as spacious n sound as tbe one we had 
just left. This narrow pass seems as if intended by its naturll l faci­
lities to afford e\'cry mea.ns for its perree! defcnce. " 

Twelve miles more brought us to Ibe anchorage off Nisqually, 
where both \'cs!J(lls dropped thair anchors about eight o'clock" Here 
we. found an English II teamer undergoing repa.irs. S0011 after we 
anchored, I had the pleasure of. visit from Mr. Anderson, who is in 
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oharge.. of the fnrt, IIDd Captain M'Neil. They gave me a wa.rm 
.. "'come. arid o[fered every uaistance in their power to aid me in my 
operation&. 

Notil'ing can exceed the beauty of these willen. and tbeir safety: 
not a. shoal e1iat. within the Straits of Juan de Fuca, Admiralty loJe~ 
Puget :SOund, or Hood's Canal, that can in any way interrupt tbeir 
navigation by a seventy-four gun ship. 1 venture nothing io saying, 
tbere is no country in the world that possesses waten equal to lhete. 

The anchorage. off Ni9qunlly is very contracted. in consequence of 
the rapid shelving of the bank. tbat soon drops off into doop water. 
The shore rises abruptly, to a height of about two hundred feet, and 
on ilie top "f the Rscent is a n extended plain, covered with pine, oak, 
and ash trees. scattered here and there 80 as to form a park·like scene. 
The hill-llido ill mounted by a well·constructctl road, of easy ascent. 
F'rom the sum mit of the rond the view is beautiful, over the sound and 
ils many islands, with Mount Olympus covered with snow for a back­
ground. Fort Nisqual1y, with ils out·buildings and enclosure. 1IU100S 
b."lck about half a mile from ttle edge of the table-land. 

In the morning I found thal the sh ip loy opposite 10 a small run of 
water, and finding the situalion an ogreeable one, tbe ViDCOO/lCl WIIS 

safely moored there, and the boats hoisted ouL 
Having arranged my plll nll, I proceeded forthwith to put 80 much 

of them as lay within my own mcanll into execution: the Porpoise and 
boats were prepared for surveying. and the land parties organized. 
Other par~ of my proposed plans depended on the co-operation of the 
Peacock. ~ instructions, for this purpose, to Captnin Hudson had 
boon prepared pret'ious to our arrh·al. 1 had, also, boon informed that 
the Peacock and Flying-Fish had reached the Columbia rh'er in safety; 
and this news, although it turned out lO be untrue, was for the moment 
a aource of congratulation. • ' 

The Porpoise. ~·ilh two of the Vincennes' boats, under Lieutenant­
Commandant Ringgold. were directed to take up the survey of Admi· 
ralty Inlet. The launch, first eulter and two boats of the Vincennes 
were placed under the command of Lieutenant Case. to sun·ey 
,Hood's Canal.. The land party intended to explore the. interior, was 
))\u ced under tbe I;omma nd of Lieutenant Johl'lson of tho Porpoise. 
W ith him were aasociatedDr. Pickering. ?tlr. T. W_ Waldron of ibn 
]'orpoise, Mr. Brackenridge. Sergcllnt Stean)s, and two men. Eighty 
dayl were allowed for the operationl of this party, which it was In· 
tended should cross the Catcade rallge of mountainll, towards the 

"Ot.. JV. 

• 
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ColumbiA. proceed thence to Fort Colville. thence south to lApwai., 
the mission ilalion on the Kooskoo.kee river. thence to Wan.. .. 'aU •• 
and returning by the way of lhe Yakima river. repass the moaoWtlt 
to NisquaUy.-(Thc orders ore given in Appendix XII,) 

The other land party consisted of Messrs. Drayton Bna W.ldron of 
the Vincen nos, myself, and two servants. Our intended routo I.y 
across the country to lhe Columbia river, First, I proposed to visit 
Astorin, then F ort \'lIlIcou"er, and the )\,ilI111nolto .eulclI1cfIt, nod to 
proceed up the ri\'er as far as Wallnwollu. From ,,"starin J proposed 
to send parlies from Ille Peacock into tho interior, and to sot on foot 
UIC survcy of the Columbia rivcr, by means of her boals. 

The establishment of an observatory Illse e1aimed my attention: a 
suitable site was found on the lOp of the hill, within hail of the ship. 
Here lhe instruments nnd clocks were landed, and put up io a small 
clearing. whence the trccs bad been cut in ordor to supply the steamer 
With fllcl. 

All these preparations occupied us untillhe 15th, when the brig was 
reported as rendy, and sailed the same day. During tho above interval 
I had the plensure of visits from Dr. Richmond and .Mr, Wibou, of the 
MothodiSl Mission, stationed tit this place. 

In returning the \'isils of Mr. Anderson and Carmio M'Niel, J bad 
an opportunity of socing tile SQ.calJed forI. II is constructed of pickell, 
enclosing a space about two hundred fOCI square, wilh' four corner 
bastions.. Wiulin I.his enclosure are the agcnls' stores, and about half 
a dozen housos, built of logs, and roofed with bark. This fort WBS coo· 
sidered (Juite large wheo it was first cstnblished, but sioce9t has become 
no agricultural post as well as a trading one, it is found to be too 
smnll. lis locality is also ill chosen, 00 aeeouO! of the difficulty of 
o,Ltainiog waler, which bus to be brought from a distance of nearly a 
mile. 1 was informed thai there was no .... little necessity for any sort 
of protection agairul the Indians, who are but few io' number, and very 
peaceably disposod, 

:Mr. Anderson and Cnpla in ,M'Nicl both reside in the fort with their 
families: both are married to half.broods, nud bave several fino children. 
After spendiog IlOme time in conversing about my plOIlS, Mr, Andcrson 
WIlS kind onough to Mlow Ole Ius garden, which is in an enclosure just 
without tho pickets. Hero I iaw peas 0. foot high, strawberries and 
gooseberries in full bloom, nnd some of the former nearly ripe, with 
snlad lhat had gOlle to seed, three feet high, very large and thrifty. 

Kear by were to be seen fine fields of grain, large barna and Iheep" 
folds, agricultural imp1eroeoa. and wori.men with callle eupged in the 
IInrious employmenta of h~ry. 
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J Wio vi~ Dr. Richmond, who had been settled hore for some 
monlha, and occupies a nice log bouse. built on the border!! of one of 
the beautiful prairies. Hore I found Mrs. Richmond lind Mrs. WillIon, 
with four fine, rosy. and rat children, whose appea rance spoke volumes 
for the health of the climate. This mission has but recently boon 
ettablished: 10 far 88 respec ts its prospects, they arc not very flattering. 
1 ,hall have occasion hereafter to allude to the opemtions of the 
missioD!. and shall thereforc~cfcr any farther remarks at preteDt. The 
location of the mivsion.house, On the borders of lin oxtensive and beau­
tiful prnirie, can scarcely be surpassed, nnd would be admirably 
adapted for a large settlement. if the lOil WElS in any respect equal (0 

its 8ppeltrancc. This is composed of a lig ht-brown earth, intermixed 
with a huge proportion of gravel Bnd stones: it requires nn abundance 
nf rain to bring any c rop 10 perfection. and this rarely falls during the 
summer mo nlhs. At the lea80~ when we arrivedl nothing oould be 
more beautiful , or to appearance more luxuriAnt than the plains, which 
were covered with flowe rs of every colour and k ind : among these were 
to be soon RanuocululI, Scilla, Lupines, ColIin~B., ann Balsamoriza (11 

small sunflower peculiar to Orel!on) j but the 1I0il is quite thiol and 
barely sufficient fo r these in maoy places. Tho best land occurs where 
tho prairies are intersected or bro ken by belts of wood s, that hiH'e 11 

dense undergrowth, conllis\ing of lJazet, Spirm3, Cornus, Bnd Prunu8. 
On the borders of these belts arc !lcauered o.,ks Dnd some Bsh. arbutus,. 
birch, and poplars, and in some places the yew is to be found j but the 
predomillllot charac H:r of the vegetation is of the tribe of Coniferoo. 
which seem tb occupy large r a nges of the country, a nd among which 
the cedar i. found to attain a large size. 

In connexioo with the Company's establishment at Nisqaally, they 
have B large dairy. scverol hundred head of cnttle, and nmong them 
sc\'enty milch cows, which .yield a large sLlpply of bulte r and"chcese: 
tbey have also lat'ga crops of wheat, peDS, and oatl, and were preparing 
the ground for pmBIOOS. Thew operations are cooouc tt::d by a fanner 
and dairyman. brought from England expressly to superintend the!IC 
affairs. A few Jndians are engaged in attending the flocks, and lite 
Companyls &en'anls are a lmOlt exclusively employed as labourers. 

I have mentioned these agricultural estnblisltmenls as connected 
with the Hudson Bay Company, Ilnd they are in reality 80 j but itS 

their c harter preeludee their engaging in these operations, anothor 
eompaoy has been organized, uoder the title of the" Ptlget Sound 

• Company," the ........ ,of which are held by lite officers. agents, and 
.. ,.aots of the HtadMa Bay Compaoy, and its officers are exclusively 
cba-on &om &mODI them. Dr. M'Laughlin. for instance, cl!ief officer 

• 
• 
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ond go\,etnor or Fort Vancouver, on the part of the H udson BRy 
Company, ill also n director of the Pugel Sound Compa ny, nnd hal 
the enlire management of ill concerDS: his sulary is five hundred 
pound". 

The capital of the Puget Sound Company is fh'c hundred thousand 
pounds, divi(]ed into shares of onc huodreU pounds each : only two 
hundred thousand pound! of tbis ha ve been paid in. The operatiuns 
of thill Company Brc in consequence large: they began by making 
lilrge importations of stock from Cali fornia, and fOu1e of the but 
breeds of ("aule from E ngland; they have also entered into farming 
on an extensive lI()ale, uving 11.1 labourers the servants of the Hudton 
nay Company, who are bound by their contract! to do all manner of 
IICrvice that may beTOquirod of them, evcn to the boaring of arm .. 

This Company have the supplying of a ll the forts and stations of the 
H udson Bay Company on the west side of the America n contiuent, 
nnd al$O fUl'ui,h the Russian portl with grain, butter, and choosc: of 
tbe forme r (lniclo the Russians L:lke about finecll thousand bushele. It 
ie also their intention, when they shall have succeeded in breeding Il 

sufficient stock of cnttle nnd Hhoep, to export hides, horns, tallow, and 
wool, to England, ill the return ships, which now go home eompara· 
lively empty, ad the furs occupy only n sma ll portion of the capacity 
of the ship. In Ihis wuy it may readily be perceived tha t they will be 
enabled to drive a profitahle lrode, particularly when it is cooeiderod. 
how lillle care the cattle require in this territory, in consequence of tbe 
grass and natural hay which the eoil ao-ords at all seaeon& 11 i. lbo 
prospect of the advantageous resuhs to be derived from tMte operations, 
thut hoe ind uced the Hudson Bay Company to change their trading 
establishments into Irtrgo agricultura l ones. For eome yean previous 
to our arrival. they had not been able to meet their owo waote, and at 
the same time fulfil their contracts with, the Russia ns. 'I:hey were 
theroforo obliged to purchollC ftom tho lICulors in thlt territory, 88 well 
lUI send to California, to procure the requisite quantity of agricultural 
products. A demand was consequently croOled for wheat, and all 
that could be raised in the W iIlamctte settlements was bought for six 
shill ings (seventy-five cenll) a bushel, and paid for in dr.fls on tbeir 
stores in goods, at ItOy per cent. adva nce on the first London cosL 
This gave an encouragement to the small farmen, that wa. r.led to 
meet with grievous disappointment the next BCalOn; for the Gompftny 
was able not onl, to meet their engagement., and their own WllGlJ, 

but had, besides, I surplus. The prices consequently would be merely a 

nominal, uole. raised by the influ:r of new IOUIen. Whether the 
latter CRute bad any etJeet in creating a mariel, 1 bow nola bull 
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understand that in 1842 lOme of the settlers fod their boriC! upon thei.r 
finest wheal. 

• 

The scenery around Nisqually ill very much enhanced in beauty by 
the splcmdid appearance of Mount Rainier, wl,ich lies nearly custuf it; 
IlDd from sOlne of tho open prtliries there Ilre three of thc~ magoi,(icent 
snowy peaks in sight. They arc all nearly regular eones, wilb cleft 
tops, as lhough they had a terminal c rater on their summit. I was 
exceedingly anxious 10 make tho ascent of orm of theile, Mount Hood; 
bot owing to thcpon-arrival and 1058 of tho P eacock, J found it impos­
sible to do so. 

On the 13th May, Mr. Anderson was lUnd enough to prescnt me 
with two bullocks for tho c rcws, nnd a quantity of vegetables, for 
which we felt ourselves much Jndebtoo. A largo supply of milk.. was 
also sent to us daily from the dairy, and many other liule kindnesses 
and attentions were manifested.! 

T o return Cavtain l\l'Niel's visit. I went on boa rd the steamer, 
which is called the BoUlter. She is of one hundred and twenty tons 
burden, and fitted with II 10w-pressufC engilJe, similn,r to those in use 
in the English boata. She was now very much out of repair, having 
been some years on this station. Her employment was to ply between 
the- northern posts with supplies. and bring back the returns of the 
season's trade; at the same timo trading III the different poinlB with 
the Indilu1S. Captain ?;flNiel ill n native of Boston, and was exlen· 
~ively en-gaged in the northwest trade. He proved to be a serious 
competitor with the Hudson Bay Compa.ny in their business, and WIlS 

io CQnecquebcc bought off. He is now n trader in the Compn ny's 
serviec, owning stock, and receiving a share of the dividendsi to 
qunlify him for which, it became necessary for him to become a nalu· 
ralized British subject. 

The steamer is ill adapt¢ to the services on which she is ... 'rnployed. 
fur 11110 COnSU111t."!f a large quantity or fuel. aud hn. not suffic ient car~­
c ity to carry as much os is necessary for her entire voyage. She is 
therefore obliged to stop Ilt intermediatc plnces to obtain a. supply of 
wood, which must be cut by her own crew. She is fitted with II 

suitable armllment. barricades. nod boarding-oeuings, which a.re 
deemed very euential on tho northern coast, "here tho savoge tribes 
are both bollile and numerous. 

011 the 17th. Lbe boats len the ship under L ieutenant Case, l\fessrs. 
Tolten, Colvoooreui .. and May. 1 had by this lime succeeded in 
establiahins the obeec:vatory, and had ordered a log hou!IC to be built 
to perform the peodulum OJI:perilllCots, and another for the purposes 
of drawi •• &c. TheIe j purpoted to UIO 00 my return from the 

, 

• 
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Columbia river trip. Lieutenant Carr. wilh Lieutenant Budd and Mr. 
Eld, wero left in chnrge of the duty conne<:led with the obscrv8tor)', 
11$ well as of the ship. 

Kllowing how much time i. lost on boot expeditions by the use of 
grog, alld the Rccidents thllt are liable to oceur when 8 5triet watch 
cannot be kept over it, I d~idcd not to send Itny spirits with Ihe 
plIrty. I um futly persuaded myAClf, that that portion of the ration is 
unnecessnr.v; but in order not to deprive any of the sailors of it who 
might deem it essential, I had the bottis' crews cal~d aft, and found 
that nearly all wero in the regular habit of drnwing their grog. 1 
then offered to :my who might wish to continue the use of that part 
of thei r ralion, tho option of remaining with the ship, and having their 
places in the boats supplied by OLhers. nicre wns DO, hesitauon on 
the part of any of them; all wished to go; Rnd all were willing to 
give up their spiril ralion. I take Ibis occasion to soy, that all the 
most laborious and exposed duty of the Expedition, was performed 
without lhe spi rit rnuon, and I am well satisfied that it may be dis­
pensed with wilhout injury to anyone, nnd indeed greatly to the 
benefit of the naval service.· 

The land cxpedition, under Lieutenant Johnson, wos finally rendy. 
Few eRn imagine the chufierings, delays, and vexations, attendant 
upon the equipmcnt of a land part.y in this region: the buying of 
lJOrscs from the Indians; the non-arrival of guides; the various equip­
ments necessnry for loading die horse., securi ng lhe loads to prevent 
injury to the horses' backs, nnd the loss of them. all consume much 
time, ami need continual foresight. Through all these dilficulties .nd 
perplexities, which were of a kind that most tries the patience, Lieu­
!enaul Johnson struggled. An Indian is not slow in perceiving your 
wanls, and views the dilemmas in which you may be placed Wilh a 
bocomink sang-froid. 1\1r. Andenmn's kindness hod obviated many of 
these obstl\cles; but it W!\S impossible to proceed wuhout too aid of 
the Indians, who were always prone to recede from their bargnins, 
under a feeling that tltey had not received enough. After the bargain 
was completed ... and the price agreed upon, under the form of " pot­
latch," or .. g ift," the equivalent was always to be again treated for, 
and thU8 the price of ' the article or ICrvice was often very much en­
hanctXl. In dealing with these Ind ians, it wa8 alwaYIL neeellllary to 
feign a. great indifference of manner, in order to obtain the Rrticki, 
and also in closing the ba rgain after the preliminariell are IICttled . 

• 8IntlII ourlOlWtl, eaor- bel ,.. the I)Iiril ratioG~; tbit i,. r-I up, 
'-' let 10IaI .boIi __ -W be;. bIIIur-. 
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They readiJy clO8O when they think their customers indifferent, for 
fear of a COlllpctitor among themselves, and are not in \he habit of 
forming a combination, a. mey show little or no confidence in each 
other. and arc rather disposed to rivalry. A. far as our obaervnt..iool 
went, ,he chiuf" have li.tle authority among them. 

Having seen tho otber parties all ofT. or ready to start, uur rart! for 
the Columbia river also !let out. It was a strange cavalcade, for most 
of us were but sorry horsemen. and we had every variety of aecnu!r'" 
mcnts, from the addle and bridle to the bare back and halter. We 
were eight in number: Mcssr1l. Drayton. Waldron, and myself, two 
servants, two Indians, and a Canadian guide, with four pack-horses. 
All the Qorses and the guide were kindly furnished us by the gentle­
men at tbe fort, to carry us as fRr as Cowlitz Farms, about sixty miles 

, 

distant, where we intended taking canoes. • 
Our Ind ia ns. thougb partial\y clothed in worn-out European cloth­

ing. sti ll showed their froe and easy carriage 00 horseback; the few 
ribands and cock'i feathers that were stuck in .heir caps gave them 
a flaunting kind of air; and they manires!ed a species of self-esteem 
that was not unpleasing, and betokened nn independence and want of 
care, in good keeping with their mode of life. These savages should 
nqver be Il000 but on horseback, in which positioo they are really men. 
Bod inJpire a certain degree of respect. When dismounted. all these 
gualitiM vanish. and the Indian becomes the lazy, lounging creature, 
iDllCO!lible to any excitement but hil low gambling propensitie.. They 
have a peculiar knack in mnnnging their horses, and this, 100, without 
&oy apparent means of controlling them, for their only brKlle is a 
single cord fastened to the lower jaw; with this they contrive to 
govern the most refractory animals. withoul the aid of whip or spur, 
and will urge to speed an animal that has become all but lifeless under 
ou.r guidaor;e. They prucli!le groal cruclty to thoir horses. ~od pay 
I'K'I regard whal6Ver to tho slale of their back!. In Inlvelling in this 
country, all IICruplos and foolings in respect to !lOre backs, jaded, 
lamed, or half.starvcd hor:fe:s, must be laid aside; and my advice is, 
keep away rrom your hor9Cs until tllCY are saddled, and leave this to 
your guide. who own them. 

The direction of our route was nearly !tOuth 'i)ver tho plain, pn8sillg 
ooculooullya pretty lawn, and groves of oak and ash troe!l. At the 
dialanee of nine mileitwe reached the ri ver NilquallYJ whose channel 
i9 .unk throe hundred feet below the plain, between almost perpen­
dicular banks. T~ ravjne is about half n milo wide, and ill filled with 
a large JI'Owlb of timbor, which is occasionally uprooted by the torrents 
lhat pa_ dowD, 00. Ibe melting of the UlOWS of the mountains. Tbe 
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usual bod of Ibe Irtream is about OM hundred yards wide, with a rapid 
CllrrcJtt: ill eourse in this place was north.northwest. aod ita overage 
depth althe ford allout throo fot'll. We again alOOllded a similar bnok 
00 the opposite side to the plain. Our routo thoo continued through 
most ~autiful pnrk scenery, with tho pnirie now and then opening to 
view, in which many magnificent pinos grew delachod. The prairie 
wal covered with a profusion of flowers. 

After crossing. Shute's river, in all respects limilar to lhe Nisqually, 
we encamped. just before night, having travelled "bout twenty-twG 
miles. Our teDts were pitched, and fires made; but on esaminiag our 
alforcas,. we were reminded that wo were but lIovices in luch travel­
ling. for we found that all our small storcs had been destroycil in fording 
the Slrcams.the sugar being turned ioto syrup. &c. This wall a mishap 
over which \\Ie had a hearty lough; it rendered tho part that was saved 
dOllhly procious, and mnde us enjoy our evening meal. After our tenta 
were pltched, one of our servanlll discovered a snake in the tent, which 
cnusod him much alarm; but such 4 circumstance is considered so 
common, that it el:cites but little or no surprise in those who have 
travelled in Oregon. Tho abundance of such reptiles may be con­
sidered One of the chnrncterislics of the country. and jf one is not bitten 
iJefore the end of 11 journey, he may think himself fortunate. In the 
lower country, however. there are few snake! I.hat are venomous, aDd 
the rattlcsnake is rarely seen, in consequence of tbe welnen of the .oil 
and dampDOflI of the climalO: but in the middle seclion, where it is dry. 
they nrc to be found in greal numbers. 

Being Jlomewhat fatigued, we all slept souodly. Tlte guide and 
Indians, according to the custom of the country, after rolling the~n8Clves 
in their blankets, lay down netlr the fire (which continued to burn 
brightly nil night) without ROy she lter. In the morning we found by 
the tmcl. that elk and deer hud been Dellf WI, probably attractoo by 
the fire. Our hor~ having been hobbled, were cnsi~ procured: they 
had nolltl'llyed, u lhe gml!S around the tenta was of the mas! nutritious 
kind. 

In the morning, when we resumed our joumoy, the pork scellery 
increa.ed in beauty. and it wa~ almost ill'tpoltl"ble to realize that we. 
were ia a savnge and'wlld country, and that nature, not' art, had per­
fected the laodacape. Benutiful lakes. with greensward growing to tIle 
water edge, wiLh deer fceding fearlellly all thcir margin, nnd every 
ti,nt of flower, many of which were not new to our ga rdeos al bome, 
strewn In proflliioo around i we could hardly. in galloping along. but 
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expect 10 soc somo beautiful mtlllsion, as n fit a.ceompaniment to such 
scenery. 

W 0 soon reached the Bote Prairies, which are extcnsi ve, and covered 
with umuli or sma ll mounds, at regular distances asunder. As fa r as 
I could learn, thero j, no tradition among the nativcs relative to them. 
They afC conicnl mounds. thiny fect in dillmctcr, about six to seven 
fCCI higla noove thc level, and many thousands in number. Being 
anxious to ascertain if they contained any relics, 1 subsequently visited 
these prairics, and opened three of the mounds. but nothing was found 
in them but a pn:cment of round stoncs. 

• 

Afte r 11. ride of twelvo miles, we reached Chickoelcs river, which 
omplie~ itself into' Gray's H arbour, about forty miles north of the 
Columbia. We found the stream about two hundred yards wide in 
this place, and ruuning in a southwest direction. On its banks there 
wero a few lodges. conlaini'lg about twenty Indians of the Nisqulllly 
tribe, who had como hero to make preparations for the salmon-fishery , 
then about to commence, (20th May.) They were a miserable-looking 
set, barely co\'ercd with pieces of dirly-blankets and ski ns. 

Subsequently. on my feturn , J made a sketch of this place. after !.he 
salmon-fishery had been established, which i:i represented in !.he vignette. 

\Ve !Stopped herc foT two hours. tn rest our horSCil. Hanging around 

• 

, 
their lodges were hundreds of lamprey eels, from a fool tb eighteen 
inches long, and aboulilu inch in diameter. \Ye were told that the~e, 

vot.. IV. 40 

• 
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fish arc caught in great quantities. and dried for food; they arc also used 
f\lr candles or torches; for, being very full of oil, I.hey burn brightly. 

These Indians had D. quantity of lhe cammass-rool, which they had 
stored in baskets. II is a kind of sweet squills, and about the size of a 
smnll onion. It is extremely abundant 011 the open prairies, and par­
ticularly on those which arc overflowed by the small streams. 

A{ter leaving theso lodges, a few yards beyond the 80il changed 
from gravel to a rich unctuous clay. We crossed 0. branch of the 
Chickeeles, and passed over some high hills, which}"e found exceed­
ingly difficult to accomplish, being in places quite miry, in which our 
pack-horses not unfrcqucnlly were sluek fast: few roads in (lny country 
could be worsc. 

The woods and underbrush now became 80 1I1ick thnt it was with 
diffil)uhy that 11 hone and his rider could pass; for, whilst tho former 
was extricating his legs from the mud-holes, the latter required an his 
aUention Ilud exertions to prevent himself from being strangled or 
dragged from his horse by the branches. This was not all; fallen 
trees were to be jumped or hobbled over as we best could, which was 
very oxhausting to the paticncc. Our friends at NisqualJy had told 
us we should find this part of the road good, yet we fouod it barely 
passable. 1 would, however, advise all who travel this road to prepare 
for a bad one. But whal increased the discomfort of the road to 
me, was the news J received by an Indian messenger, with lelters an­
nouncing 10 me that the Peacock had not yet arrived. 

We finally succeeded in roaching the top of the hill, which is about 
fifteen hundroo foot high, by a zigzag path, literally c1im'\xJd by sleIM 
which had been made by the horscs' foot, and without which it would 
be impossible to mount it in the direction we did, the clay is III 

slippery. 
After'reaching the creSl of tbis ridge, w~ were amply repaid for our 

labour by one of Ule most charming views I saw ilf Orogon, esteod. 
ing to a distance over the luxuriant cOWltry, while at our feet lay one 
of the beautiful prairies. bedecked in every hue of the rainbow, with 
lIle Chickeeles winding through it. We descended, and paued over 
the prairie to some lDdian lodges. whose inhabitants were squalid and 
dirty 8S usual; and aQ an evidence of their want of natural fooling, 
near by lay one of their horses, with one of hit fore-legs broke short 
and just hanging by the skin. To the question. why they did not kill 
the horse, they gave no IU\Iwer, but looked at the interpreler with 
apparent contempt and lisdessOO8L Desirous of avoiding the lodges, 
with their inmates and vermin, we proceeded about a mile beyond 
them, and encampod 00 the edge of a fino forest of pines. 
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~OlwilhlJtanding a hard rain (clt during the night,#we p4s~ it very 
comfOrtobly. The Iruiilllls lupplied Oil with some fresh salmon. which 
they-had already begun to la~e in the rivers that wore in sigl.t from 
our eneampment They reported that tile Tiver was navigable (en' 
canoes, though occ8siono.l obstructions were met with from fallen 
timber. 

Mr. Drayton found here some beautiful pieces of cornelian, of large 
lize aud bright red colour. 

The morning Jll'ovcd beautiful. and one of the finest days succeeded 
thnt J ever remember 10 have secn. Our route lay through nlternnte 
woods and prairies, the fonner composed of large pine! and cedars. 
Se\'cral considerable streams of waler were passed , whose banks were 
not 90 high nl lhol6 before mel with; the louer co\'crcd with strow· 
berries, 10 tempting 8S to induce us 10 dismount and feast upon them. 
and many pla1ll8 that excitod Q. feeliog of interest. and reminded us of 
home: among the number WO I the red honoysucklo (Caprifolium), 
which was in full bloom. After pnssing erhmsive cam mass plains. 
we rel\ched the Company's farm on the Cowlil7., which occupie9 no 
extensive prnirie on the banke of tilat ri ver. 

TIley have here six or seven hundred acres enclOlCd, and under 
cultivation, with severnl large granaries, a large farm-house, and 
numerous out-buildings to o.ccommndate the dairy. workmen. cattle. 
&c. The grounds nppenr well prepared, and were covered with a 
luxuriant crop of wheaL Al the farther cod of the prai rie WDS to be 
sccn a settl~ent, with its orchards. &c., and between the trees, the 
chapel and pa'i"SOnage of the Catholic Mission gave an ai r of civili:ta.­
tion to the whole. The degree of progress resembled that of a setde­
ment of 8C\'eral yeurs' stouding in our Western Slates. with tho 
csception, however, of the remains of the conquered forest i. for bcro 
the ground is lindy fo r the plough, nnd nature seems ns it were to 
invito lbe husbandman to hi8 labours. 

We wero kindly received by Mr. Forrest, the superintendent, who 
quickly made arrangements for canoes to enrry us down Ihe Cowlitz 
and Columbia river to Astorin, or F ort George. He also provided us 
with on excellent repal t, and pressed us to remnin O\'er night, which 
we would glndly have done, had I not found 1~llt it would be impos­
sible for us to reach Astoria the next day if we did 110. 

At this form the Company have 0 lorge dairy, :mtl are about eroct­
ing a S3W and g rist mill. The superintendenfs dwe.lling is large. and 
built of well-hewn logs; with fhe workmen's houses. &'c., j, forms 
quite a \-illage. 

Lnrge numbers of cnule were being brought in fur t.ho nigM, which 
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il II "ery neceseary precaution in Oregon, in con8equeacc ol the 
numeroUA wolves that are prowling about; in lIOme places it becomes 
noccssary for the kooper to protect his beasa even in the daytime . 
The cattle. o.t times, suffer from drought, in which Cal., the Indiant 
are scnt across the rh'cr to cut fodder for them, in order to avoid 
&cnding the cattle to tbe cammass plnins, where they would be aubject 
to the loss of all their young. 

The farm at the Cowlitz has no sort of defences aboul it, proving, 
as fur 08 tho Ind ians are concerned, that there is Of' danger of being 
molested: indeed their [lumbers here orc too small to enable them to 
nuc!lIpt nny aggression, Ilnd their dependence on the Company, for 
bolh food and clothing, too complete to ollow them to quarrel, except 
nmong Ihomsch'cs; and of Buch disputes the o.gent of the Company 
tukes 110 IOrt of notice. The lndi6nB belong to the Klackotack tribe. 
though they hove obtained the general name of tho Cowlitz Indians. 
.In a ftlw )'t:ur~ tllCy~viIl hllvc passed away. and even now, I wa. in­
fonned , there Ilre but three Indian womell remaining in the Iribe. The 
mortality that has attacked them of lale has mnde sod ravages; CoT 
only a few yean sincl! they numbered upwards of n hundred, while 
Ihey are now said to be less than thirty. The quont ity of land 
actually under cultivation here is six hundred acres, most of which i. 
in wileut. Mr. Forrest told me that the first year it hud produced lea 
bushels per acre, but the present one it was thought the yield would be 
double.· 

Around the superintendent's house is a kitchen.gorden. in which all 
tho usunl horticultural plants of the United States were g rowing lun. 
rinnlly; the climate was thought to be particularly 'Well adapted 10 
them. 

Mr. F~orrcst informed me tbat the wcather wns never actually cold, 
nor i. the winlcr long. Snows seldom la'ill more than 0. day or two; 
fires, howevcr, are necessary during most months ot the year. The 
housing of cattle i. resorted to partially; but liule or no provision i. 
made for 1heir winter lustenancc, as the grass i. fil for food the whole 
year round. 

The gepgrnphk"l situation of the Cowlit:t Farm i. in latitude 40° 
30' N., longitude 123°

c
W . 

The guide that Mr. Forrest had sent for was one Simon Plumondon, 
whom I engaged ttl ca rry UI to Astoria. He proved to have been the 
cock.wain of Geaeral Caas', canoe, when on his trip to the lakea in the 

• Tba .., qf IIMI, I .... lOW, &l the end .. the ":_, prod~ ~n IhmrPnd 
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Northwest Ter ritory j and a more useful person I have aeldom mel 
with, or one that could be so well depended on. He had been for 
severa l years in this terri tory. having len the Company's service, 
married ao India,n wife, Bod was now Ji\'ing on a farm of about filly 
acres, al the Cowlitz, independent and conLenloo. I ha\'O seldom seen 
so pretty a woman as his wife. or a more cheerful and good house­
wife; before her marriage she was the belle of the country, and cele· 
brated for her feals of horsemanship. 

]Jlumondon en$aged several of the young Indians 10 accompany 
him , alld wilh two c:moos we were aU accommodated. The price for 
cach Indian was to be n check shi rt. 

During our short stl'ly at Cowlitz, several Indian women brought in 
pi~es of buckskin for sale, which they deem a necessary part of the 
equipment of a lr3vel1er. From them I lenrned the mauncr in which 
the), prepare it, which is as follows. lmmed ialCly after the 8nimal is 
killed, the skin. nncr hk'ving all the hnir scr3pcd off, is stretched light 
Qn a frame; it is there len until it becomes as dryas parchment, when 
it i. rubbed o\'er with the brains of the animnl, which imparl oil to it; 
it is then stooped in warm water, after which it is dried in the amoke, 
two women stretching it sllthe time it is drying; it is then ag3in wet 
and wound tightly round a tree, from which it is again taken, smoked, 
and drawn by women as before; wilen neMly dry, it is rubbed with 
the h3nds 3S in washi ng, until it is soft and pliable; nnd then it is 
ready for usc. 

Mr. Forrest slated lO me t~at he had put a suit on, twenty·four 
homs ofter the animal had been running in the forest. I am well 
lIatji'fied that no kind of nppnrel is so well suited 8S this io the life 
of nn Indian or trapper. nnd all who trnvel in a wild country IIhould 
be provided with such a dress. 

About (l mile from the Iltrm·house, we dO!lcended n steep lfank, two 
hundred fool hi!:h. to the river, where we found our CBnoos waiting 
for us. The Cowlitt was here (lbout two hunrlrod yards wide, and 
very rapid. Our comJlnny, or ra!her crew, consisted of nine young 
Indiana. We were loon seated and gliding down the strenm, while 
e;Ich boatman exerted his fullest strength 10 send us onwardl. Just 
before sunset, wheD we thought we had mado 'nine miles. we landed 
and pitched our tents on a small island in the river. The island was 
covered with drift.wood. whicb 5000 enabled us to make a good tire, 
which lhe temperature rendered quite acceptable. When our supper 
wal prepared. we found thaI our Indians had come away destitule of 
any lupply wha te\'er, and that it wal necessary to provide for them. 
This I have generally found to be the ease, not only with these 
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lDdill.,.,_ .... itb the native. 0( PoI,nesia; bodi ~uire looking "rter 
be{oreloiD& on • joumey, Bod will aeldom burden thorn_lwes with 
food. . 

At the plllce whcre we embarl;ed I tried the velocity of the stream, 
which I found three miles per hour, but in SOD'Ie placet it wu much 
more topid. Tho temperature of its water wa. 4SO Fahrenheit. 

During It"' night I succeeded in geuing several o~otiOM of .fars, 
for latitude and longitude. 

The next morning we made a start betimes, ip order to reach 
Astoris at an early hour. A "hort distllDCe below our ODcamprnent 
we paued the east fork or the CowlitL, which is smaller lind not navi· 
gable even ror C:lOOClJ. We also passod the mouths of !levenl "mall 
streams on the wcst side. Plumondon pointed out that side of the ri.er 
to me .s good trapping·ground, and amused me by the narration of 
many of the difficulties he had to encounter in taking his game. About 
DOOn we reached the Columbia. 

The Cowlitz river takes its risc in fhe Cascade Range, neAr Mouot 
Tlainier. and has many short lurns in it. Its banks are tolerably high, 
until it approaches the Columbia. It is only at high water. in the 
spring and rail, that the river can be used for boating. ot which tim .. 
the lupplies from Vancouver ore sent. ond the grain. &c .• returned, 
in large flat barges. 'fhe soil along the river appears to be of. good 
qtalily, a clayey loam with vegetoble mould, O\'er trRp rock and saud· 
ItODe. The prevalent trees were poplafs, son maplcs, aah, fir, pine., 
nod cedar, wilh some laurel, whcre Ihe prairies are 10 low as 10 be 
flooded in Lhe monlh or May. 

On this river it wal reported thnt coal of a good quality erisfed. 
but J enmined all the places that indicated il. and only found lignite. 
This exisl. in several pla('".cs. but the largest qua{ltity ties above the 
East Fofk: IICveralspecimeo! of it were oetnined. 

In the month of September following. , examioed'lhe Cowlitz, aDd 
fouqd it ex.rubiting a very different chara«ter. A few milel aboft if. 
mouth lhere was not water enougb to float even a boat, and it was 
boIidei &ned with ra.pida. It il not navigable for barges more Ihan 
three mouths in a yeRr. The diftanee we pas9Cd down the Cowlitz 
did DOl ftceod twent,..ix. miles. although we had been told thaI it wu 
more thea forty. 

Th. TOOle by lhe way of the Cowlitz will in all probability be that 
wbieb will bereafter be punued to the northern waters and sounds. 
Although there aM maay difficulties in croning the fivers, &C .• yet it 
il ........ to be lhe moel re.sibJe COUrte. 

OR our wa, we met with mtloy ctaoe. paaing up, londed with 
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salmon and trout, which had been taken at the WHlameue Falls, lind 
which they were then carrying to trade with the Indiuna: fol' the 
cammUII-root. \Ve obtained .orne of the fi sh os 0. lIupplrfor our 
Indinns. 

On enlering Lbe Columbia our Indians required some re!l. and said 
they were hungry; we therefore concluded to !IOP fot a "hOl1 time 
on its banks. If I were to judge of the whole Cow litr. tribe from the 
specimens we had with us. I should say they were the merriellt lIet of 
fellows J ever lIa'¥. full of fun. and laughing all day long: I became at 
lasl wearied with Lbeir incessant gaiety. 

The Columbia. where tho Cowlitz joins it, is a broad flowing 
stream, and was at this time much swollen. \Ve had, after entering 
it. about forty miles yet to make. and il WAS palll noon ; but we glided 
brillkly 0 11 with the current, although it was by no means so Japid as 
I had CIpCct.ed to have found it. Nellr!he moulh of the Cowlitz is II. 

high conical hill , which has received the name of Mount COiflfl, 
from ils having been a burial-place of the Indians; and Ihe remaiIU 
of many of their coffins were still to be seen scattered over it. On the 
opposite sidc of the ri ver ill a lligh barrier of trap rocks, covered with 
majestic pines. 

About ten miles lower down, we passcd Dnk Point, where Lbe river 
turns nearly at right angles, taking it! course along a barrier of trap 
rocks, which it here meets on jJ9 west side, and which rises eight 
hundred feet perpendicularly abo\·e it! surface. On the other side of 
tho river is one of the remarkable prairies of the countr)', covered with 
tall waving ~rau, and &tudded with many oaks, from which Lbe poiut 
takes it! name. What adds additional interest and beauty to the scene 
is Mount St_ Helen's, which may be seen from the sea when eighty 
milei distant: ill height 1 made nine thousand five hundred nnd fifty 

• • feet. 
In this part ofll' thc river, which 1 named St. Helen's neach, we met 

the brig 'Wa ve, that had brought our slOres from Oahu. The master 
informed me that he had hlnded them at Astoria, and placed. them 
under the care of Mr. Birnie, who had charge of the Company" fort_ 
The malller of the Wave confirmed tbe report Lbat the Peacock had 
not arrived, and after a shon delay we proceeded_ By sunset we had 
reached Termination Island, and had yet twenty mUes 10 make in a 
very dark night. We had already p(l8sed the only plnce where we 
could have encamped. Dod the natives !howed extreme reluctance to 
go on. T hey soon deaired to return; saying Lbat the night WDS very 
dark, Dnd that the bay would be dangerous. This request was over· 
ruled. however. and we continued our course, though under appro.. 
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hension of disaster. The Indions said thot many canoes had hocn 
lost, and after 1 became acquainted wi th Ihis part of the river, I no 
longer wondered at their object ions 10 pasa over it at night; for jf 

tJlcre i. any wind it becomes exceedingly rough, and dangerous for 
their canoes. 

'Ve found the water quite smooth, alld glided on hour after hour 
without nny appearance of a landing. I WBS at a loS! to account for 
the length of our passage. until I fo und the tide /13d been aga inst us. 
We at last rcached what PJumOlldon called Tongu9, Point, ond afior­
wards kept skirting the shore for SO long a time that I began to bove 
misgivings that we should P tlllS Astoria, aod began firing muskets, the 
usual signnl of an arrj"al. They wero immediately a.nswered by others 
just behind us, and the loud clamour of about fo rty yelping dogs. 
Thesc sounds, although discordant, gave us thc delightful assurance 
that we bad reached our deslin3lion, Elnd might now make our escape 
from the confined nnr! irksome potlilion we had been in 11 whole day_ 
Mr. Dimie, the agent of the Hudson Bay Company, met us Elt the 
landing, with lanterns and every assistance, and gave us a truly Scotch 
welcome. We soon fou nd ourselves ill his qunrtcrs, where in D short 
time n fire was burning brightly, and his hospi table board spread with 
good cheer, although it WDS past midnight. After partaking of the 
suppor, blankets were furnished us, and we were made ex~ooding ly 

comfortable for the night. 
In the morning we had n view of the somewhat famous Astorin, 

which is any thing but what I should wish to describe. Hal f a dozen 
log hOUSCll, wilh as many sheds and a pig-sty or two, are ~U that it crUl 
boast of, and even these appear'to be rapidly going to decay. 

The (A)lIlpany pay little regard to it, and the idea of holding or 
improving it as a post, hilS long I~ce OOcu given up. Tbe head· 
quarten-of their operations have been TCIl10ved to Vancouver, eighty 
miles further up the river. since which Astorin. has'\nerely been held 
for the convenience of their vessels. It boa.ts of bul onc field, and that 
was in potatoes. wbich 1 can, howcver, vouch for as being very fine. 
]n former times it hnd its gardens, {orts, and banqueting halls; and 
from all accounh:, when it was the hcnd.quartcrs of the Northwest 
Company. during thei, rivalship with the Hudson Bay Company, there 
was 88 jovinl a set residing here, ns ever were mel together. I have 
hnd the pleasure of meetjng with several of the survivors, who have 
recounted their banquetings, &c.. 

In point of beauty of situation, few places will vie with Astoria. It 
ill situated on the lOutb side of the Columbia riveT, eleven miles from 
Cape Disappoilltment, as thc crow flies. From Astoria there is a fine 
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view of the high promontory o( Cape Disappointment, aad the ocean 
bounding it on the wcst; the Chinook Hills aod Point Ellice, witb its 

. rogged peak, on Ihe north; Tongue Poinl and Kntalamet Range on 
the cnst; and a high background. bristling with lofty pincs. 10 the 
south. The ground rile' frOID the ri ver gradually to the top of a ridge 
five hundrocl feet in elevation. This WllS originally covered with a 
thick forest o( pines: that part reclaimed by the tirst occupants is 
again growing up in brushwood. From nil parts o( tbe g round Ihe 
broad surfo.ce of the river is in view. The stiUoC!lS is remarkable. and 
makes it evident elhat one is yot (ar removed from civilized life: the 
distant though distinct roat'of the ocean is the only sound that is heard: 
this, howQ-vcr, is almost- incessant; for the stream, !.hough rUlOhiog 011-

,wards in silence to meet the ocean. keeps up aD eternal war with it on 
the bar, producing at times scenos of great grandeur. but which, as we 
had already c.lpericnced. reoders the bar wholly impassablc for days 
together. 

The magnificent pine, so afton mentioned by Ira vellers,lies prostrate 
nCOlr the tomb of the hospitable chief Concomely, now in ruins. The 
chiers skull. it is believed, is in Glasgow, having been long since re­
moved by Dr. Gardner. 

There were muny things to remind us of home: among them wl'la II. 
~u:xW'iant fJward af white clover. oow in full blossom. a.ud numerolla 
otber plants llla ~ had found their way bere : the trees were also fo.milisr, 
and truly American. I felt that illC land belonged to my country. that 
we were not strangers on the soil ; and could 0 0 1 but take great interest 
in relation t~ ita destiny, in the prospect of its ono day becoming the 
abode of our relatives and friends. 

The Columbia. opposite to Astoria, is four miles wide. but in the 
middle of tbe river is all c.llensive sand.bar, with only a few feet wal,Cr 
on it, and nt extreme low Ioides it is bare: the channel is ,,~ narrow 
on eneh ,ido und' difficult ,to no.vigulc. At A. lorio. thore is only 'pace 
for a dozen vessels to lio at auchor, and it would therefure be difficult 
to accommodate o.ny extensive trode. The point of land extends a.bout 
half a mile below its site, where Young's ri\'er joios the CoJumbia., and 
forms a bay, on the ballks of which Lewis and Clarke wintered. The 
position of their Ilut is still poioled. out, btll the I:7uikling has long since 
gono to decay. 

Plumondon, who, 85 I ho,\'e before mentioned, is an expert trappor. 
informed me that the country Iy iog north of the Columb,a, berween the 
Cowlitz and Cape Dill8ppointmeot, is generally rough nnd rugged. with 
numerous streams of water, and in many plaoes a rich lOil: it i. 
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eatremely well timbered, and il capablo, when cleared, of growiag 
grain, And other agricultural produce. 

On the 23d (Sunday). it was reported that 8 vesscl was off the Capo. 
fi ring guns. This mode me extremely anxious to go thither, but .. 
there wns much difficulty in accomplishing this, :Mr. Birnie propolloo a 
trip to Point AdamI, and a visit to the missionaries at Clat.op. Tbis 
provosal l gladly accepted, and at an early hour the next morning we 
sel out, crossOO Young" Day, landed, nnd after wulking 0. mile came 
to Ihe mission, where we had the pleasure o( lCC~ng Mr. and :aln. 
FrolL .Mr. FrO!lI gave us a kind welcome at his DeW dwelling. which 
I understood him 10 SHY had been built with his ow n hands. His wife 
appeared cheerful and happy. and made herself quite agreeable. The 
house is a (rallle one, o( one story, and contains three rooms: it is 
situated in a young spruce and pina. grove, which is thought to be the 
most healthy situation here. There are two American settlers, who arc 
building houses here, named respectively Tibbits and Smith; both or 
1hem are very.respectable men, aod good mechanics. This place is 
nOl susceptible of impro\'cment, and I understood that it had been 
cho8Qn (or its salubrity. 1 understood that Mr. Frost was engagccl 
with the n ev. Mr. Koen in cultivating a tract of land. about (our mileli 
distanL The latter resides upon the tract, and is occupied in rlliaing a 
large crop and superintending cattle. There appeared to me to be 
Iiule opportunity for exercising their ministerial calling. though I 
understood afterwards that III particular seasons a number o( Indiao!! 
collected to hear them. 

After spending some time with them. Mr. Birnie. M~. Frost, and 
myself set off (or Point Adams Rnd Clatsop village. I think, in all Illy 
li(o"l had never mel wilh so many snakes as I saw during thia short 
walk: they were on the beach, where they were apparently (ceding al 
low watlr. W e looked from the snnd.hillson Point Arlams for V6SIOI., 
hut none were in sight; and then we walked on to !hI! village. It eon· 
sisted of a (ew rough lodges, conslructed of boards or rather hewn 
planks, o( large s.i1.e; the interior resembled Ii miserably-construeled 
Ihip'. cabin, with bunks, &~ ; Ihe only light was admitted from above. 
nea r the ridge and gnble-end . Pieces of solman Gnd venison were 
hanging up in the amtke o( their firc. Numbers of the Indianl nrc 
alwoY8 to be seen lounging about, and others gnmlJling. On the bunk· 
planks are painted various uncouth figures o( men, and in 000 \Vas seen 
hanging the head o( an elk, which it was understood they make UIC 

o( occa.ionally • • a decoy in Ihe ehaIC. (or the purpose o( taking their 
game more e .. ily. Arouod the whole is a palil8de, made o( lbick 
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)Jlaeu and jOlm, about fifteen feet in IOftl!;th, set with one eDd in the 
ground, to prot~t them from attack. 

The btdians uf this region e~'en now make war Upoll each other on 
the moat trivial occasion, aod for the most part to la.lj fy individual 
revenge. The Hudson Boy Company" officers posse. and exert Il 

tnOIIt salutary influeuce, endeavouring to preserve penC(! at all hazards. 
h i" now quite .afe for a white mlln to pMI in any direction lh'rough 
tOe port of the country where their posts are, and in ca!e of accident 
to aoy white SClllfl r, a wllr.party is Ilt once organiMd, and the offender 
is hunled up. About- a year previous to our arrival, an Indian wall 
executed at Astoria for the murdcr of a white man, whom he had 
found aaleep. killed. and IItolen his property. 

He was taken, tried, found guihy, and c'Xeculcd in the presence of 
most of the sett lers. The culprit was a slave, and it was some time 
before the. chief to whom be IJelonged would g ive him up. It Will 

I)rovcd. on the trial, ud through the confession of the sla\"e, that he 
had stolen tho properly and eommiucd the murder by order of his 
ffl8.8t.er, who took all the stolen goodll. The rnaster made his escape 
when he found his agency had been discoyered; and I ul'ldel"Stood that 
he kept himself aloof from all the Company's poSIS. ulltil fbe matter 
. hould be forgotten. 

As the tido bad risen so much as to render it difficult to walk along 
the beach, ~ returned to Mr. Frost'll in n. crnzy canoe, and were very 
llenr being upset. Had this accident happened, it must have proved 
fatal to some of us in the strong tido that was running; we therefore 
fclt much relieved to get again to the beach. After (Nlrtaking of Mrs. 
Frost's good cheer, we returned to Astoria, much pleased with our 
day's jaunt. • 

On tho Clatsop bench, we S8W a great number of dead fiSh. Mr. 
Birnie informed me, that they were thrown up in great numbln during 
tbe autumn; :mb. were supposed to be killed by a kind of worm, gem~ 
rated in their stomachs. 

On the 28th, the Company's barques Cowi.ilZ Ilnd Co!.umbia were in 
.ight; tho former bound for Oahu, the latter for Silka. By the former, 
we IIOnt letters fo r home. 

Our Ind ians baving recovered from their fa tigue. I re~ol\'ed to pro-­
cued with Mr. Drayton to Vancouver, loaving Mr. Waldron to await 
tbe arrh"tl.1 of the P eacock , and to recruit from his sicknCSl. Woe 
embarked at noon, having Mr. Dirnie with us, to joil'l the vessela above. 
We IIOOD found ourselves in mueh more 8C1l and wind than Ollr cal'loo 
could bear; and, hy rlumondon', adVIce, took in our snit, and mad 
for Tongue Point aa quickly WJ we could. JJe ~ccrned it much too 
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dangerous to venture IlCfOfJI the open bey in the small canoe we .... 
bought in lieu of the one we had come down ~n. 

We landed at Tongue Point and encamped; but at we had much 
lime yct before dark, we wcnt to tho top of tho Point, which i1 11M 
10 be tile position belt adapted for a fortification to defend the channel 
up thc rh·cr. Tongue Point i. 0. high bluff of Imp rock, covered wi h 
trees of large dimensions: the lOp has boon cloared and taken pos~ 
sion of by Mr. Birnie, who IliiS erected II log hut and planted a patch 
of potatoes. The hut wal inhabited for a yoar, by a !j)andwich Islander 
and hi, wife. It is rather B. rough !tPot for cultivation, but the end of 
occupancy was answered by it. There i8 a small portage on Tongue 
Point. which caooea often usa in bad weather, 1O avoid accidents that 
might occur ill Lbe rough seas that make in the channel that pa.seI 
round it. 

Mr. Drayton picked up a considcrable number of shells. 
J .. atc in the afternoon, Mr. Birnio len us, .and joined the barque 

Columbin. ~lr. Drayton and myself made ourselves comfortable, oot­
withsumding it rained and blew hard. The next morning we set out 
for Vancouver; hut ollr progress was slow, and we were ' obliged to 
take advantage of all the eddios. By the afiernoon. however, we had. 
reached Oak Point, and stopped at n collection of lodges in order to 

obtain some salmon. . 
Near Pugel Islund, we encountered a party fishing. and saw them 

tako n large snlmon; but they demanded such an exorbitant prioe for 
it (equal to one dollar alld twenty-five conls), that we refpsed to give 
it; cOll8idering it bad policy to indulge their cupidity.- Plumondon 
!W.id. lho.t they had no desire to sell tho fish, as they htl.d a superstitious 
obje{:tion to dispose of the first fish to .trangers: even if induced to 
1011 it, they will always take the heart out nnd roast it for themselve.; 
for they ISelicve, {hat if Lhe heart of the fish. were eaten by a stranger 
at \he first of t.he season, their succoss would be deSlroyed, and they 
would catch no morn fi sh. To prevent this, they consider it requisite 
that n certain number of " sleeps" or days should pass before any are 
sold. The price of a large salmon is about ten cenls in trade. 

Hore we unexpectedly found the medicine-man, employed in going 
through hi. incontatio1'ls and preparing his medicines. One of our 
young Indians, who was a chief, landed, without knowing whllt was 
going on, ror thll purpo8C of making the inquirictl we desired. He 
"' •• met with direful looks, and in great wrath ordered by all the 

- 0. ~ tho! ..ab}Ml .. , V&IIOOUfet, I ..,.Ituld t "",M w baM \au. the r.h 
-r ,.. die Iadlu .. bJ,t I cboupt proper. 



NIIQUAt-LV AND COLUMB I A. RIVER. 325 

men to leave lhe place: they lOOmed at the instant, desirolls to wreak 
veogeance Upoll him (or his intrusio(L His relreat wall precipilRte, 
ulJe well knew the eonllOqucnccs of delay and the danger of disturb­
ing the medieine·man during his incaDlations. If the palicnl . hould 
die, they invariably impute tbe fatal result to the disturbance. anrt 
a8Cribe the death to the inlrudcr. Thill im'arillbly lcads to his being 
put to death. by the nearest of kin. who deems this act 11 duty. Plumou­
don said, thnt he was not III all surprised at the fear tbe young chief 
showed; for he had himsel f been plar.ed in liffiilar circumshulCCi 11 

short time before'. when his father hnd died.. The medicine-man im­
puted his death 10 11 chief of the Klackatacks. whom thi, young chief 
shortly afterwards killed. Occurrences of this description have 100 to 
long and bloody wars among the tribes; and the only way of settling 
and overcoming this difficulty. is by paying a valuation for the de­
ceased. I understood that from five to twenty blankets. according to 
flInk. and the estimation in which the deceased was held, i, considered 
Il proper indemnity. 

We encamped a few miles aoo\'c Oak Point, on the prairie, in a 
grove of trccs. The nc:.:1 morning was beautirul. and tho birds were 
singing blithely around us. Our Imliaos were os merry 8..!1 the birds. 
There was nn entire absence or game birds, though a. great number or 
singing ones were seen. 

W e passed during the dny Coffin Rock, which is about seven miles 
abe,'e the Mount Coffin before spoken or. II is of small dimensions. 
and has been the burial.place or chiefs, who are usually interred in 
canoes, whicb are provided with all the necessary appendages for their 
journey to the land of spirits and their hunting-grounds. The mode 
of disposing of their dead seems to have boen different on the s6ulh 
side of the Columbia. On the Cowlitz we obsen 'oo many canoes near 
the bank of the river, sUPP9rtcd between four ttees: these cClhtain the 
remains of their. dead, are painted in a variety of figures, and have 
gins from their friends hung around them. I was told that this is not 
only done at the timo of their burial, but frequently for &everal month, 
after. AU the sepulchres or this description that I saw were going to 
decay. 

All the Indians have a great regard for thelC places of iutermeot. 
and conRider them as being snored. 

Shortly aner we passed this point. we met a canoe. nnd one of out 
Indians wa! informed that his child was dead. We m3do a IIOp soon 
aner, and I obsct\-ed that the mnn scari6cd himself on the leg in sever,.,1 
places, until he bled proflillCly; this done, he lighted hi. pipe. and 
seemeJ to smoke for consolation. He kept himself for that evening 




